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Report of the Parent Committee of the Church
Missionary Society (London)
by

.Ernest Trumpp .

Station Karachi, November 1854 °

- I am happy to inform the Committee, that I arrived on the point of my destination safely

through the grace of God, the 12th September of this year. Directly after arrival 1 took up

the study of the Sindhi Language. I am sorry to say, that I found everything in a confusion

respecting the Sindhi language. I addressed myself to different Europeans, who have been for

many years in the country, to get some information from the Commissioner down to the

lowest official nobody knows anything of Sindhi The only man, who took some interest in the

language, was the Assistant Commissioner Mr: Ellis, but instead of making things better he
had made them worse by his silly alphabet. .

In order to clear away the rubbish, I wrote the  included 'pamphlet on the "Sindhi
Alphabet” which 1 am happy to say, received the approbation of the oriental Scholars in
Bombay, and of the Commissioner in Sindh. The aiphabet therefore which Mr. Ellis had
introduced in the government schools and in the government offices, will be discarded and
that proposed hy me introduced. :

Respecting the alphabet I insisted, that the Hmdustam Alphabet with 3 shght
modifications, should be adopted:

1. Because it suits the Sindhi language perféctly, as being of the same stock.

2. Because it is known to every body, even to a great many natives.

3. Because it facilitates printing of books and the introduction of the romanized system. .

Respecting other details I beg to refer to the pamphlet. I move a petition to Government
to the effect that Government should print Grammar, Dictionary and some school books to
which Mr. Frere willingly agreed, promising that he would do all in his power that the press
should be established in Karachi itself. The petition is at the present before the Council in
Bombay, which will, without any doubt confirm the arrangement as the Government is even
worse off in the matter than the Mission. The books which I am preparing-at the present are:

1. A Sindh Reading Book, with grammatical notes and derivation of words; affixed to it
‘as dictionary. o . o

2. A dictionary, Sindhi-English in which the ‘derivation of every Sindhi word is given.

] 3. A grammar of the Sindhi language. .

_ The grammar I intend to split into two seperate ones:
1: A comparative grammar, i.e. a scientific grammar, elucidating the Katchi, the Sindhi,
and modern Panjabi, all these bemg one and the same family. These languages are the key to

the other great western branch namely: the Baruhulkl, the Balochi or Irani, the ??? and
Pushtu.

e

We have thercfore in the ‘west of Indxa two branches of the great Arlan family:
(oY) - t VAN
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a. The India's languages: i.e. Katchi, Sindhi, Western Panjabi. .

b. The intermediary languages, between India and Iran: Brahuiki, Balochi, Pushti.

Thére is immense field for exploring these languages, which are little or ultel ly
unknown, and which will clear up the way to the west. .

Besides a comparative grammar I intend to compile a small practical Sindhi Grammar, in
the romanized system for the use of missionary labour puttmg asxde all speculation and
merely giving the colloquial use of the language.

For translating school books there is at the present no time whatsoever I shall not touch
any translation,before I am completly master of the language and answer for what I am
translating. I can therefore not come before the Committee with a-proposal to translate the *
holy scripfures before two or. three years. I know, that a translation into Sindhi has been
exempted, but it is a mei'e work of native munshis, who are not answerable for that they are
translating, I shall never consent to put our holy scripture at the mercey of a munshi. sirch
translations are only ephemera, not a Kiyus eis lei? )

At the present I am studying, except Sindhi, Persian, Arabic, Pushtu,which later
language is a pure Arian {Sanscrit} language, and not a fabulous Herbrew one. It is a great
shame upon all those, Who said it was a Herbrew tongue and the Afghans the descendants of
the ten tnbes ‘ '

As soon as I shall have carrled through the press any. book I shall lay it before the
Committee. Meanwhile I can assure the Committee, that I am doing my duty.

Respecting myself I have been, God be thanked mostly healthy, since I am in India, some
few indispositions exempted, the only thing 1 have to complain of are the fearful dust stroms
here, which have caused me frequent ache in the eyes and disabled me whole days from
working. I am therefore longing to exchange this unhappy valley as soon as possible for the
Panjab, yet I will subject my own will to the command of the Committee.

Remembering myself to the kindness and the prayers of the Committee.
. Karachi 20th November 1854 ° ' I remain
Church Mission House Your humble and obedient servant
Ernest Trumpp
(C13/076/22 - CMS Papers, Birmingham Univérsity Library, England)
» * £ 3
Report by B. H. Ellis
Dr. Trumpp has recently published a memorandum on the Sindhi language in which after
a remdence of a few weeke in Sindh, he has summarily disposed of all who have ever had ,
anything to do with the language including the Sindhians themselves. A few comments are
therefore required.
Much of Dr. Trumpp's memo cont.ams matter which was very well known before, and this
portion of course requires no remark. Some space is also devoted to the discussion of the
Hindoo Sindhi - but Dr. Trumpp states that the great majority of the population being
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Mohommedan a character is required which Mussulmans will read, and to this point he has
principally addressed himself so that the portion of his memo relating to the Hindoo Sindhi
may also be passed over through the very slighting way in which the Dr. speaks of the labors
of the late Captain Stack would otherwise dispose and to enter more into detail regarding
this branch of the subject. ' )

The question is in what character are books to the published for the use of the Sindhees
and this had been decided in favor of the Arabic before Dr. Trumpp made his appearance in
Sindh. : : . . .

This character has for many years been adop*<d by Mussalmans for writing Sindhi - but as
a matter of necessity additions have been made to the original characters to express the
sounds which exist in the Sindhee but are not found in the Arabic.

Precisely the same course was adopted in Hindustan to suit the Arabic character to the
language there current, and it is rather late in the day therefore for Arabic purists to
shudder at the idea of placing extra dots upon the original forms of semitic letters. ’

The Sindhee alphabet lately published did not as Dr. Trumpp admits essentially alter the
old system in fact the vbject was to alter it as little as possible, and the alternations are
really much fewer than Dr. Trumpp states. He admits in one plan that in the Mussalman’s
attempts to express in the Arabic alphabet those sounds which were not orignally.in it "there
is great variety in their writing” and yet he refuses to give the revised alphabet credit for
having adopted some of the various forms which differ from those he has himself learnt.

Whether the old alphabet as in use in Sindh is “irrational” and “arbitrary" appears hardly
to the point. The alphabet is not a new one which we might frame a philological principle
The English itself would have a poor chance if similarly attacked, and the only ciuestion, it
appears to me, was from the first, what additions or amen(iments are absolutely essential tc
the completeness of the eristing alphabet, and not whether it should be abolished, anc
German, Roman or other letters subsituted for its present forms. L

I agree with Dr. Trumpp that it is sad, very sad to see such a blunder in a language a:
the use of a «3 with extra dots as the aspirate of . I regret with him the blunder, but 1 an
not prepared to say with him "this letter must be struck out” when it has existed (in both the
forms % & 3) for years as a part of the written Sindhee languagg.'l would rather quote his
own words that "we are bound to take letters as they are not as we like".

The introduction of the Hindusthani is objectionable, because it does not provide for all
Sindhi sounds, and more especially because the very 'confusion’ which Dr. Trumpp talk sc
much of will be created by forms which now represent certain sounds being made to stand fo
other sounds e.g. & now th, will become cerebral t. If this be not confusing a language, 1
confess I di .iot understand the meaning of words.

I consider the question of the style of hand writing to be quite separate - it is clear that
the Nuskh is not well adopted for running hand - and as we find in other languages the use
of this style chiefly confined to printing, so no doubt it will be found expedient hereafter to
use in Sindhee a Nushtalik a running hand of some sort for office work. The forms used to
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express different letters however ‘would be just the same as in'the printed hand - as in
Hindoostanee books are printed in one variety, and correspondence is carried on in another:.

1 merely mentioned this for fear of being misunderstood when I assert that there is no
advantage in point of clarity of writing gained by adopting the Hindustanee. I mean thereby -
that the adoption of the symbols used to express sounds in Hindustanee would not even in
this point of view repay us for displacing those forms to which the majority of the people of
the country have been accustomed for ages. Of course, the running hand is more quickly
written than that used in printing, this is the case equally in Hindustanee, which has both

_ styles of writing. Sindhee might of course have the same. )

Dr. Trumpp objects to the use of dots to express aspirates in a semitic language and says
“this must lead to a confising heap of dots and is contrary to the nature of the alphabet”:
The latter objection is disposed of by the fact that an alphabet applied represent sounds
foreign to it, must as a matter of course, add signs contrary to its original nature. This has
been the custom in Sindh, and it appears to me not a whit more unphilological than the
heaps of dots and other devices engrafted in Hindustanee upon a semitic alphabet.

And dotting is surely a less "Cumbrous” though more arbitrary way of expressing what is
wanted, thus g 1 is-much easier to write as the aspn‘ate of [t than the double letter subtituted
in Hindustanee ~4>. But this is mere matter of opinion - the fact is the letter exists in the
language and is universally written as g I therefore see no reason for this expulsion, and so
with the other aspirates where they exist, and are g_gngx_aungg_gnizﬂl in all writings
ancient and modern. :

The summary mode in which Dr. Trummp corrected the mistakes of the Smdhees and their
blundering language does not surprise me, but I am astonished at a professed philologist’s
being satisfied with a representation of the sounds of e (ngya) by X (ng). He might as well
propose the abolition of the Sanscrit T and that in future it be represented by i and He will
find after a longer intercourse with Sindians that ng-is a very incorrect representation of the
pure sound &. The same remarks apply to Dr. Trumpp's substitution of g’ for z

And Dr. Trumpp objects that it is against the nature of a Semitic alphabet to expresc a
nasal sound by two dots. Of course and it is equally against the nature of a Semitic alphabet
to represent any sounds other than Semitic. Yet such is the duty a Sindhi alphabet has to
perform. and Dr. Trumpp may not be aware that a similar nasal sounds to the one in question
is expressed in the Semitic alphabet which represented the Turkish language by three dots
with a gauf & The philological enormity is therefore one third greater in Turkish than in the
revised Sindhee alphabet, and we have at any rate ‘an analogous adoption in a Semitic
alphabet for the purpose of representing certam nasal sounds which do not exist in the
original Semitic tongues. .

With regard to the alternations exhibited by Dr. Trumpp in hxs comparision of the old and
revised alphabets a few words are necessary. The b was introduced in two ways and not in
four as Dr. Trumpp infersowhere the retention of dots could make no difference, they were
omitted as cumbrous thus C expressed no more than Cthere bemg no other letter for which
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the symbol could be mistaken if written without the dots.

' But there was one great objection to the J: and that was its being new to Smdhees At
the time of the revision of the alphabet I was not aware of & bheing in common use for the
aspirate of & The first I saw of it was its insertion in an alphabet published last August by
one Haroon Lohar of the Mission House, and subsequent search has confirmed me in the
belief that this letter should have been retained in the revised alphabet as having been used
in old writings and being generally (though very far from universally) intelligible to modern
Sindhians. There would then of course have been no use for & this letter might thus be
struck out and the & of Haroon Lohar retained. . ' .

The alphabet of Haroon appears to have been Dr. Trumpp's guide in reference to the
former Sindhi alphabet but there are many forms there in given which not only do not occur
in books that I have seen, but are qulte unknown to many Smdhees of good educatlon whom
I have consuited.

Thus I am pretty conﬁdent that the forms be given for the aspirates of j, and k for the
peculiar Sindhee sound of g, and for cerebral n, are so rare, that if they do occur in M. S.
They must be considered rather as peculiarities in writing than as forms which have received
the sanction of general use. One of these forms is an impossible one for how could be cerebral
n & be presented when initial or medial? The forms for-the Sindhee g, and for kh, are so
absurd "that nothing but universal use could have justified their retention, and to this theyv
certainly have no claim for they are utterly unknown to every Sindhee to whom I have
shown them. Haroon has entered & as an old Sindhee letter, but until the publication of the
revised alphabet ] had always seen g expressed by S and if not, how is it that the old
Sindhees has <SG when & would be expected as the nearer of the two?

. The usual way of writing the aspirate of j was g no distinction being made for the
aspiration; the from E.I have seen used for t Sindhee j as well as z though the latter is more.
common, I chose the former because the latter was required to represent (jaiya) for which no
single letter existed in the old Sindhee.

The proper form of § is as shown by Haroon 3 and I consider it quite immaterial whxch
form is adopted as 3 with three dots can not possibly represent any other sound however the
dots may be placed. The pyramid of dots was inverted in the revised alphabet mercly from the
analogy of the cerebral @w but it makes no difference which way they are wxitten. Such
variations are of little comment, and the Dr's favourite Hmdustam which writes & o or &
and 33 or a would easily supply analogous instances. :

Now have. I any objection to the forms j and <3 which are both found in old Sindhee
writings. The latter is perhaps more cormmon than J a form also found, and which was adopted
in the revised alphabet. The. form J is far less common, for in old Sindhee writings distinction
was very seldom made between the two r's.

The b was adopted for the purpose of showi‘ng aspiration in three cases; in one of these it
is now useless - in the other two it may without great objection be ahandoned as it is equally
new to Sindhees and to philologists - but there will then be no alternative but to adopt a
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double letter 4> and 45 which cumbrous as it is, would be better than wntmg the aspirated
and unaspirated alike as has hither to been done in Sindhee.

The necessity for a separate sign for cerebral n is.admitted by Dr. Trumpp, and 1 see no
other course but to retain the b to put a dot with it would be "useless”, as the dot would
serve no purpose whep the b stands for no other sound and can therefore be mistaken for
nothing else but I cannot see in what sense the J» without the dot is "useless”.as stated by.
Dr. Trumpp. ' o .

Dr. Trumpp likewise admits that the Sindhee. sounds of [ and 3 require separate sxgne
and he very unabtrusively adopts those of the revised alphabet, but placed the dots above
instead of below the & with what object is not apparent.

With respect to the impossibility of 5 serving as the aspirate of & I confass I do not see
the difficulty. It always has served in Sindhee as the aspirate of & and sometimes for &
una‘spirated. When there were two forms representing indiscriminately two distinct sounds, it
was not a violent change to lay down that one of the symbols sould hereafter represent one
of the two sounds and the other symbol the other. In fact this & did more duty than Dr.-
Trumpp gives it credit for, in as much as it served in old Sindhi writing for % as well as for K
and its aspirate. The limitation to one of the three sounds is a natural one, which Sindhees
easily understand, though the point appears more difficult of comprehension by others.

" If there be no use in a separate letter for 3 it will of course soon hecome obsolate, but
with difference to Dr. Trumpp's ear, there does appear a distinction of sound between thxs
letter and 3 or § :

) T might extend these observations to greater length but as I have commented on the
practical parts of Dr. Trumpp's exposntxon of the Mussalman Sindhi character further remarks
are unnecessary.

Hindoostanee symbols may be adopted where: )

1st None already exist in the character which has been in use for centuries.

" 2nd Where they will suffice for the Sindhee sounds. :

If both these conditions be not fulfilled, the adoptlon of Hindoostanee would be "useless
and confusing”. In the case of 4> and 4% a preference may be given to the Hindoostanee over
a new and arbitrary character (like the ...... ) but with respect to all other letters 1 confess |
cannot see grounds for the abolition of the old Sindhee characters universally recognized or -
for displacing those letters which have now for some time past been.in use in the publication
of bookse and in other ways. : . :

’ Sd/ B. H. Ellis
Assistant Commissioner, Sindh -

‘ January 8, 1855
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DER QOTSCHAFTER
DER IUNOESREPU!LIK DEUTSCHLAND
AMBASIADOR B
OF THE IGO!ML REPUBLIC OF GERMANY : lslamabad, 11th Mach 2003 boJt,

Chairman
Sindhi Adabi Board
Jamshore, Sindh

Dows tr. floabla~,

- I have to apologize for being late in saying 2 word of thanks and appreciation to you and

your colleagues. Thanks to your attention, circuimspection and generous hospitality, Consul

’ General Countess von Roedem, my wife and myself enjoyed a perfect progy and many

kable and most i ing insights into the life, culture and economy of Hydmbad

and its region. The outing to Ranikot and Sehwan was a special treat. 1 only hope that we

can make good. So, whenever you find your way to Islamabad, plcuc ring me up 0 we can
have a follow-up, at tea or lunch.

" Thanking you

_J Otan Bvm

Dr. Christoph Brimroer N -t
Addeean: Pomt: Talephuons: fax: - il
Ramea 5, 2.0, Bex 1077 +9240)31 7779 430 - 435 IO beislaisd walanipk
Diplomatic Enctave ~ balamshad - 44000 .
. llamabed < 44000 - . "
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