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Though a thousand eyes sparkle before you, 1.

ubl o~ 5[.? EY-

T will look through the eyes of every maiden;

‘Whoever speaks to you, my voice will reach you . o . .
My whisperswill cling to your ear. Tt g o Jlg o S
When you walk in the streets lit with electricity, b L T
My gaze will reflect from every lamp; ’ ¢ I""*.'.I Jb" l'\-':’_)Lé-J

If the thick velvet of the trees should touch you . NN L2 a1
They will stroke your tired face with my caress, 5™ ot smige & bl e
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If you go home and submerge yourself in your books,
Again I will appear out of the pages,

1 will turn into the tobacco-smoke at your lips,

T will come in through the window with the breeze.
If you close your window, I will turn into a storm,
Into a gale and smash your panes

And invade your room,
and your world,
And I will stir up
your papers,
your life,
and yoursc 1...1
No, you cannot, you cannot forget me...1
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The Walnut Tree

There is a walnut tree
growing in the vineyard
at the very edge of the world
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My'pecple, you are like

that huge ancient tree— 4.5”' J—-LH L’ “)15 295898 L’
with’branchies blessed by.the-graces ( AAsipmbea)
but sprawling, : :

over the small corner of land,
roots and. arms spread-out
and spilling Your fruit ~

to nourish foreign soils,
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Armenian Proverbs and Sayings ‘; 3L 5 b yoe w3 é Lo -4
46. The sugar would eat itself if- offy 4t had teeth, e ﬁf‘éﬁ’ “l”
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2, RAIways tell the truth.in the form of a joke:* ‘-"'/ G
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-39, The blacksmxlh.s horse_is alwaya shoe-Jess. uS 6)3'5 T R RER IR

(@ {350 AL [op] 108 5 Jas
(VY _,7.&..4)

31, Pmsneverseethestars Ji D us ool = s “,
(\YY :_,:M)

NMRWE oF ENELISN BR.
TR '?E-S\\Q:\‘sk\'\\\
o%
RS NewReE

Eded oy WERWWY
TUE NENNE N
e BN

(el Lo (7D ausit rpli- Ul 5t)




For You

For you, my brothers and sisters,
Everything is o you.
Night is forzyou,.and day;

The light of day in the daytime, of the moon at night;

The leaves in- tlie:Jight of the moon;

The restlessness of the leaves;

The wisdom of thc leaves;

A thousand and orie greens in the light of day;
The yellows, too, are for, you, and for you the pinks;
The fecl of fleshagainst the palm of the hand,
The warmth of flesh,

Its softness;

The comfort of lying down;

Good mornings are for you;

For you the masts swaying in the harbour,
The names of the days,

And the names of the momhs;

The paint on vowboats is for you;

For you lh(.spdslm'm s leet,

The potter’s hand.

The sweat that runs on forcheads,

The bullets spent at ‘the front;

For 3011 the ceieteries, the témbstoues,

The prisons, the handcuils, the hangings;
For you,

Everything is for you.
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I Want a-Country 19 o e ol Gus soigrs =)

I want a country . Lfb.i
Let the sky be blue, the bough green, the cornficld

yellow osmbe glia olom] S A ul

Let it be a land of birds and flowers. T 5

el O
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1 want a country s Js o o> S e ol

Let there be no pain in the head, no yearning in the heart " e

Let there be an end to brothers’ quarrels. egﬁl

% * 3 ss .
I want a country B0 £ I3 A ST >~ &
Let there be no rich and poor, no you and me .ubl b

On winter days let everyone have hiouse and home,

%4&;99504451540"

T waiit a country u’l
Lect living be like loving from the heart

1 there must be complaint, let it be of dcath P u.»)L:-l ‘55 _,.ulb J.lﬂ.:
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If I Had a Magic Wand (b sl >

If T had a magic wand S by 22318 oL b
If where I struck - " R
Roses bloomer o
Y., 2
ying seses oS 0l o ol s
If 1 had a magic wand’ R £ Js _,KJI) olss
171 could strike a pomegranate tree "
And make the pomegranages burst with Taughier, o
kY 73 .,
And baby-faced girls OIJ e 15 s WI i‘
Stick out their heads gor b dste LI
Onc by one from the boughs, ._: v Josa o35
£ B55 85 gm0l S o
If' I could stufl them into my pockets . L
And take them to my crystal palace ‘JL’I 9’5
To live happily cver. after OL"'-"‘J:,’. s EL5J'°L"" 25 TIPS

In a fairy tale,
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where the fish live
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Lireedom
Hey you
Traitor to our country T -
Filthy brute !L";hl e gblj' ke > -
Tiwere js freedom in this country freedom T "I @
Freedom in Yenishehiy ohl 15
Treedom in Kavaklidere T sl ol
Freedom inside freedom outside . - Ca UL
Trecdom come freedom go .u,.bl élj| 5 Is > dl...h
Grey-eyed freedom in the streer that smells of musk ( . B )
it a melon in the navel _;FLM i TS J.cL.a
Freedom comes out 5 oI ;
Or & Gunnshane apple with your tooth Y eS
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Freedoim on your tongie -

Fieedotn' in your: nose .

Yowr cars are free aren’t they your ears
Freedonmool cars

Freedom for birds and hens and fies
The’flies of this country

The flics of this country are free

The intellectuals of this country

The intellectnaly of this_country are free
Look ag Ali ey

He giws to whal barber he chooses.
Gets a clean shave

Who wonld dare to interfere?

Beeause Do 4 free, the rogue

A freeman son of # ffeeman

Aud then ivhat about Black Mchmish
Dor’t talk about Black Mchmish

‘That yasenl s also liee

He i feee L ll you
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In Granite

Something is goitig to happen.
X know it.

Each time I start to write I feel

the sharp foreboding of

something lcaning forward:

the same feeling that comes before love,
when a glance or a touch on the amm

F 0B Sl 055 5 pla =Y
ubl_,blua_,b,-'

T
fills me with the pungence of a strange flower U.g.:b 5 - ) YA ole &

or a new ointment
(or do I pour the fragrance.into these?)

My nostrils flare

like the panther’s

breathing-in the shiver

of the unscen gazelle. But

T am bodiless. A fever.

A passion. A focus. A dot in time.

T wait for the silent dcer, that drinking gazelle.
In whose eye will I drown? I do not know.

Y only know T dread that perhaps
instead of love, a mocking flirtations
instead of song, mocking sounds;
instead of deer, a rabbit

will spring upon me

ending my edgerness.
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Jf T shake_the branghey,
Only decay will drop from them

E ]
Stores, B oo i obe of
Stones—no fruit | ‘L,, """"4 oo
Even the springs’ yhASS i
Aré sfones, even the fresh bideze 2 ‘_ﬁ /u’ ﬁ
Stones moistened with blood - w@l L;,)lg gpis
My cry,a stone, my mouth a rock _ :
My legs a.wind straying in the wastes =51 - oL{ o (JL° 1) pecaicn
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A MikroFfor Autumn

Have you seen i womun b )L§U -¥
Carrying the corpse of Autumn? T
‘Have.yorserna woman ‘_5)\.45] 3l
Rubbing her face on the pavement, i = .
Weavins hei dress o e (I ESS
With thiyeads of rain? " TNt Xt A
Pedple B e 505 A P
Are hyrpt-out coals P ot Jfb /& L’:
On (42 pdicment, - ol L,ib w7
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“Neither did I see stcl loves b sy S s
nor such partings S T u{ POSR  oRAT -0
st lgas]
Bach time I think of you 2 _ ’u‘b L
A gazelle skips down, drinking Jf > U‘S PP L Re YLV
At the*water hole, T 3t
And I sce the meadows growing. "ut‘)'”l "‘UJ:'- =
Lach cvening a green olive RYre L) ol ylw u-" e
And a slite of blue
Take us {o their arms. 'ub.-?'f)):‘.s I
Each time [ think of you st sy & o Con o
Roses grow at my fingers, sb " - )
Lgivesvater lo horss, % T 05 O30 2 ghdx
' Loving the mountains more, L;b-i Sl
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Song About Our Stones
0, stones,
You are hxstory itself!

We lived in misforture, in poverty,
and we built’ moumful buildings

as monuments to darkness.

The builders with doonied eyes

wiped the blood dnd sweat from theix brows
‘and used black stones in the walls
that were like our black fate.

Black are the melancholy monasteries,
and the ancient temples are black,
The worn features

of my Armenia are revealed by theo.
O, sad, black, mournful stoues,

of the floors,

the ccilings,

the walls,

murky,

smoke-stoned,

dents hollowed out in floors

by kneeling supplicants!

But somewhere, colorful and varicd,
hidden quietly in corners,

some stones of happiness were concealed
in the earth,
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like bits of coal under ashes. .
O, stones that slept through all the centurics,
You who have known grim times,

O, stones, rose-colored,

lilac and violet stanest

You have coms out of the depths,
which were so unfitting for you.
Come up, up,

onto the earth.

You have struggled up to the people
and the earth has been ginddened!
The spring colors of the new wells
are like the color'of our spring days,
And the full destiny. of my Armenia
is like the destiny of her stofes.
The new day has awakened them
with gentle hands.

0O, stones, rose-colored,

lilac and violet stones!
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A white bird on a green river; twe
then three,
One clectric pole, two
three hushes,
More thap that (roofs
and clouds and stalks of grass)
cannot he counted from a train,
which is why I am not mentioning theny.
In fact, I think Yl simply note
just one bird,
possibly only iis wings.
e was standing at the top of a tres
wepting blic overalls
sawing.
Suddenly his face tors open
his budy {wisted like o branch
., hands filled vp with wind
and he fell.

1 saw all this from a train window
after a meadow
before a team of horsed.
T note only the falling,
I dide’t hear the screat.
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Ballad of the Home

'}u. couldn't remember lu's)x father’s home— 52 b u,-“l-' ,;6? 2T R -A
Men come, to this world orn as men, s L,

But ag if marked’ with-sin, ed 6).9-65,4;)-'5] “_5-" ‘L,‘ At
Ijecan_xefotheworld « s CXi .’ u?,:),ﬁ,,".al. S 5 s
Heé couldii't remember his father’s’home. H,U:." ) ‘/U i -
When in Alexandretta, the hammer u{ b, .‘.-?"I b3S » u..S L ess &
Ton S ovad Ao \muind . u_jL,

3y NS o WD QU™ oy
Said Bis'mother: £33 J‘GS g ‘(d\ (oo e

“My.son, don't torture yoursclf _,.55 P (P O 9% J.@..\.a .Ubl

Placing stone on stone in vain;

All you need is*a shackito get by; ; cu;:#%l J-.::“’)‘u‘“b
1t's all fhe & eame, ¢ . gs .
Seoner or later you'll go away,. A sz A g 08 T

His mother was killed, her words survxved' e sl o Af (S 7S u.....ua
The” TFurks h'ld rcache(LAjcxandrel'n, . . K "
And surrendering the half-built house WK& ‘_;'l& R g;’“-é*-‘

To the catastrophe, he left for Lebanon. ” 1wl e

2 P PRI Ty BN QP PE
He conldn’t remember his father’s home— S s [POVRRFAC Ay ole !
But after he became a father, *

In Beirut one dity he picksd up the hammer 'D}G?‘“

To build a house—his own— &1 . "
Said his wife: o d.t_s""'e*’ ‘_45 olwl s LSS' ~
“In viin vou make the walls soli o € 1
Dig deep foundations. adorn the pijlars} ‘-‘b l -’""1-’ ' -’65 L"u
Don't take the t'o’rcigncr‘s Iand as yours. (\ .. .9’“-’)

Sconer or later you'll go away . . .”

‘The poor woman died, her words surviveds
Then welcome news of fhe Return arrived,
And, leaving the halfhuilt house behind,
He weut back to his fatber’s land,

3
He couldw’t remember his father’s home~—
Already fechle, shaky and old,
When in Yerevan he picked up the hammer
To bijld a house—his own—
Death said to, him:

“Old man, heavy with sin,
What more do you want from this fleeting life?
Who cuts stone and mixes mortar
With one foot already in the grave?”
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