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"PREFACE.

THE general outlines of the subsequent pages were originally

compiled in an official Report of a journey performed in 1810,
and' submitted to the Right Honourable the Governor-general in
Council, for the information of the Supreme British Government of
India, under whose immediate auspices the service was undertaken.
I have since. been enabled to add many particulars of a geographical
and statistical nature to the contents of that Report ; but, as the use:
for which it was in the first instance. drawn up, necessarily exchuded
the detailed insertion of the anecdotes and relations that are com-
prised in this volume, it has, on a revision, appeared to me advisable
to separate them from the former in the shape of a diary; and,
accordingly, I have studied to include in the First Part of it such
incidents as I thought.curious or amusing, without subjecting myself
to being charged with prolixity ; while the Second Part contains the
sum of my inquiries.on the geography and statistics of Beloochistan
and Sinde, The line has, however, been difficult to draw, and ta

¢ ,
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some of my readers, on a transient perusal, a few of the descriptions
in the narrative will probably appear trifling ; but, at the same time,
I conceive they may be deemed very interesting as of countries
atterly unknown to Europeans, of whose people, governments
and customs no records are extant since the time of Alexander the
Great.

This last consideration, seconded by the solicitations of several
esteemed friends, has alone induced me to appear before the public
as an author; but, in adopting that resolution, as I disclaim all
attempt at learned research or classical precision in the composition
of my pages; I trust, in an equal degree, to the indulgence of the
readers of this volume for any part of it that may be found unsatis-
factory in matter, or deficient in style. The disguise in which I
chiefly travelled, and the avowed indifference that that circumstance
obliged me to assume, on -the generality of subjects, together with
the utter impossibility of taking  detailed notes, will account for
some omissions in the Second Part, that I have not been:able to
ascertain to my satisfaction since my return to India. It is also
proper to observe, that a few of the geographical and statistical
facts inseérted in my account of Beloochistan, have already appeared
in print in a summary shape in the valuable geographical memoir of
the Persian Empire, published last year by Lieutenant: Macdonald
Kinneir, who had, for that purpose, access to the official documents
forwarded to the East India House from Bengal ; but as I have been
enabled, by personal observation and very recent. inquiry, not only
to confirm their authenticity, but considerably enlarge them, I
consequently omit no portion of them, and have merely thought it
requisite to advert to that work in order to account for the coin-
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cidence that will appear with it in some places of this, both in"
language and matter.

Conscious as I am of the field for classical disquisition and con-
jecture, which I have journeyed over, I must here observe, that
such topics are in direct opposition to the plan on which I have
ventured to publish my travels; and also demand a much more
intimate knowledge of the ancient state of the countries in ques-
tion than I possess, and therefore, I have avoided entering into
digressions upon them at any length, or adducing comparisons,
unless they struck me to be so obvious as to require little comment.

I have now to perform the gratifying, though melancholy duty,
of acknowledging the use I have made in this volume of the original
Notes of my lamented friend and fellow traveller, the late Captain
Charles Christie, of the Bombay Native Infantry, a man eminently
gifted with all the feelings that could adorn a gentleman, a soldier;
a scholar, a relation, or a friend. 1 have likewise to avow my
thanks to Captain William Maxfield, of the Bombay Marine, for
his ready acquiescence,in my availing myself of his official com-
" munications on the province of Sinde. To another gentleman,

" whose name I have taken an opportunity of stating in the body of
the work, I feel under such manifold obligations for his advice and
opinions in the course of the compilation .of ‘it, that I shall not
attempt to express them. To Captain Robert Close, first assistant
to the resident at Poonah, I cannot omit to offer my thanks for the
various kind suggestions he has favoured me with, on subjects also
included in this volume. In conclusion, I have to add, that I am
c2
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indebted to the perusal of a .report on.the province.of Sinde, drawn
up by Henry Ellis, Esq., M. P. (first assistant .to the envoy to that

Court in 1809,) for some particulars relative to the revenues and
population of the country at that period.
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WITH respect to the construction of the map a very few words
will suffice. The journey which I performed in 1810 furnished me
with the grounds of my recent inquiries on Beloochistan, -and the
circumstance of my having accompanied the envoy to the- court of
Sinde in 1810, with the basis of those on that province. The
routes of Captains Grant and Christie, as well as my own,, are laid
down from original papers, except that the positions at which they
commenced and terminated having been, before or since, ascertained
by means of observations, I have adopted their actual latitudes and
longitudes. The native routes have been collected and compared
with the most scrupulous care. Each province was, in the first in-
stance, exclusively the object of my inquiry, and when I had satisfied
myself on it, or was unable to obtain further information, I pro-
ceeded to another, and eventually embodied the whole. Of some
of them I have projected six or seven different maps, and the method
I finally resorted to to prove their correctness was, to explain the
points of the compass to natives of particular districts, shew them
any stationary town or village, and desire to be informed, where
other towns of tlie same district lay. Whenever two of my inform-
ants disagreed, and I had an opportunity of doing so, I confronted
them, and if they could not demonstrate on which part the error
lay, I suspended my judgment until I could find other people who
were acquainted with the disputed point. On some important places
I have had the combined testimony of upwards of one hundred

X
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natives, the medium of which I have adhered to, and I have shewn
my map to a man who had been in the habit of travelling in Sinde,
and the province of Kutch Gundava, who, after he had had the
situation of Hyderabad, the capital of the former province, explained
to him, pointed out every place that was mentioned with astonish-
ing precision. The river Indus has engaged my most particular
attention, and I venture to pronounce it to be altogether as free from
error as any thing of the kind can possibly be without actual survey.
‘A portion of it has been ascertained by the latter method, by Captain
Maxfield, of the Bombay Marine, and as I found my native accounts
to-. correspond ‘with what he had fixed, and. I had- myself seen; it
was a satisfactory testimony towards the general reliance to be placed
on. it all. My geographical .and historical .account of the Persian
province of Kirman is partly derived from Persian manuscripts,
partly from oral inquiries, and partly from my own route through it.
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IN the course of the years 1807 and 1808, the long. professed hostile
schemes of Buonaparte became so conspicuously active and de-
cided, with regard:to British India, that our Governments, both at
home and abroad, judged it indispensably necessary, to take steps to
counteract those efforts. At the close of the former year, an embas-
sador from France had been received with distinguished marks of
friendship and attention, at the Persian. court; and the emissaries
of that nation were diligently employed in the acquisition of all
such local information, as could, in any way, tend to secure the
ultimate success. of the object in view.

In the month of February 1808, Brigadier-General Malcolm was
accordingly deputed as envoy to the Persian monarch, by the Right
Honourable the Governor-General of India *; and about the same
period, Sir Harford Jones was dispatched from England, in a similar
character, furnished with credentials, bearing the sanction of His
Majesty’s name; a measure adopted, to afford him, in his nego-

* The Earl of Minto.
B 2



4 .. ' INTRODUCTION.

tiations with the ruler of the Persian empire, a weight and dignity
to which the representative of a secondary government, however
distinguished and exalted, could not be supposed to have pre-
tensions.

The instructions thh which General Malcolm was provided by
the Bengal Government, pointed out to him, in general terms, the
advantages to be anticipated, from making every possible exertion
to ascertain the nature and resources of those countries, through
which an invading European army might advance towards Hin-
doostan ; and likewise sanctioned his employing, in the capacity of
political assistants, or surveyors, any number of officers he should
deem requisite, to give full effect to this suggestion.

Subsequent events, to dwell upon which would be entirely irre-
levant to the subject of this Narrative, induced the Supreme Govern-
ment to recal Sir John Malcolm, and postpone his mission until the
latter end of the year 1809; when he arrived, a second time, at
Bombay, on his way to the Persian capital. Captain Charles Christie,
of the 5th regiment Bombay Native Infantry, and I were then just
returned from Sinde, whither we had accompanied the Envoy on the
part of the Governor-General ; and on being made acquainted with
the proposed plan, of exploring the regions between India and
Persia, we volunteered to attempt the tour which is detailed in the
following pages.

Our services having been accepted, and the authonty of the
Government of Bombay obtained for their being thus appropriated,
I was directed by General Malcolm to place myself under the orders
of Captain Christie, who received his instruction from the General:
these instructions were of that indefinite tenor, which the very nature
of the service we were about to proceed upon, demanded. They
called our attention to such leading points as were most likely to
merit the notice of Government, and meet the intention of that
enlightened policy that had sanctioned the original measure ; but, at
the same time, they fully authorized us to select, with respect to our
progress, mode of travelling, ultimate destination, and, in fact, all
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minor points, such a line of conduct as the circumstances we were
placed in might render advisable; and were only peremptory in
reminding us, that we were to regard our personal safety, beyond
every other consideration.

It had been generally remarked, that a very principal obstacle to
the accomplishment of similar undertakings, to that on which
Captain Christie and myself were bent, had originated at the
very commencement of them, owing to the great difficulty attend-
ant upon an advance from the sea coast, where most Asiatics are
known to be more suspicious of, and uncivil to European strangers,
than at some distance inland. An arrangement, therefore, to effect
our first outset from the port at which we might land, was con-
sidered of the last importance to us; and we were fortunate enough
to succeed in making one, to which no possible objection could
‘be discovered.

A Hindoo merchant, of great respectability and wealth, called
Soondurjee Sewjee, who had been for many years preceding, the
contractor for supplying the governments of Madras and Bombay
with horses, to mount the cavalry of those two Presidencies, offered,
(on being consulted as to the best mode for us to proceed) to
furnish us with letters and bills, accredited as his agents, and
dispatched by him to Kelat, the capital of Beloochistan, to pur-
chase horses ; from which city he observed, that we could follow
such route as local knowledge might point out to us; and that,
even in the extreme case of being forced to fly, we could take a
different road towards the sea coast, from that which we travelled
in going, and thereby secure, almost beyond a doubt, seeing a
great portion of the country.

The bills and letters for us were, therefore, prepared ; and a
Hindoo Goomashtuh, or agent, of Soondurjee, named Peetumberdass,
was appointed to accompany us as far as Kelat, for the purpose
of giving a greater air of plausibility to our avowed characters.
Captain Christie and myself, also selected two Hindoostanee men,
who were bound to secrecy by promises of large presents, and
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whose fidelity and honesty, in the result, proved most exemplary.
We were also, each furnished with a considerable sum of money,
in gold Venetians, intended to use as a dernier resort, in case
of the utmost necessity: these we carried in belts, tied round
our waists, underneath our clothes; and, in addition to this supply,
Captain Christie was empowered to draw bills on the government
of Bombay, in favor of Soondurjee Sewjee, to any amount he might
find necessary; so that nothing was omitted in our equipment,
which could enable us to surmount opposition, and extricate our-
selves from difficulties, or dangers. The wmonth of December
1810, elapsed in these preparations; and I commence my Narra-
tive from the day we quitted the Presidency of Bombay. '
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LATE' in the evening of the 2d January 1810, Captain Christie
and myself embarked on board a small native boat, in Bombay
harbour, that had been hired for the purpose of conveying us to the
port of Sonmeany, ang instantly got under weigh ; at day-light next
morning, we found that our party, exclusive of the boatmen, con-
sisted of two Hindoostanee servants, a Goomashtuh, or agent of
Soondurjee, and his attendant, beside several Uffghan horse-dealers,
on their return to their own country; to whom we had granted
passages, thinking such acquaintances might be useful on landing.

It was quite dark when we embarked; and as we had a fresh

breeze, and got well out to sea during the night, we were less
II
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~ apprehensive of being recognised by our fellow voyagers; however,
we succeeded so well in disguising ourselves, by partly changing the
European for the native dress, that although the Uffghans concluded,
from our complexions, that we were Europeans, they did not, in the
least, suspect our real characters. We found two or three of them
intelligent, civil men, who gave us information, which, at that time,
was highly interesting to us, and subsequently guided and assisted
us very materially in forming our plans.

On the Ttk of January, we made the high land of Joonagur, on
the coast of Guzeratte; and the following day anchored at Pore-
bunder. Our real motive for touching at this place, was to have a
personal conference with Soondurjee, who was employed there, on
the part of the Bombay Government, in some political arrangements '
with the Rajah. We gavg out, that we had been obliged to put in
from a want of water; and as soon as we had cast anchor, Captain
Christie and myself went on shore, where we remained the two
following days, at the residence of Captain Maxfield, of the Honour-
able Company’s Marine (then acting Custom Master). We here,
also, contrived to elude the inquisitive vigilance of the Uffghans,
who believed that we had passed our time at the house occupied
by Soondurjee. '

Porebunder is built on a creek of thp sea, on the south-west coast
of Guzeratte. It is a large and populous town ; and the inhabitants
carry on a brisk trade with Bombay, Sinde, and Malabar. The
surrounding country bears the level feature usual throughout the
whole of that province, if we except one range of mountains, distant
from the town twelve or fourteen miles. =~ -

We sailed from Porebunder on the 10tk of January, and strétched
away to the north-west, with a fresh easterly wind, attended, at night,
with extreme cold, and dews so.heavy as to wet every thing like rain.
At noon on the 15th, we had the satisfaction of seeing the.coast of
Sinde, and found ourselves close in ‘with it; the land is low, and flat ;
but we were certain, even before we saw it, of our proximity to it,
from the extraordinary, and, to a person unacquainted with the
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cause, alarming appearance which the sea presented, owing to the
great body of water that is disembogued by the River Indus, causing
a very confused rippling, which, added to the discoloured sea,
impresses an idea of a bank with a few inches of water upon it;
though, on sounding, we found there were several fathoms. At
8 p.m. of the same day, we passed between Cape Mowaree (Monze)
and Churna (Chilney) Island, keeping in the mid channel, which is
not more than a quarter of a mile across, but deep, and free from
danger : the island, by moon-light, and likewise the opposite shore,
appeared quite barren, and the former has neither fresh water, or
yerdure on it.

The Bay of Sonmeany, whlch we now entered, is formed by Cape
Monze and Chilney Island, on the one side, and Cape Urboo (Ara~
bah) on the other; it is a very noble sheet of water, said to be free
from rocks or shoals, and is capable of affording anchorage to the
largest fleet : it is celebrated as the rendezvous of that of Nearchus,
which lay under shelter of the island and mainland, for a consider-
able period. The description given by Dr. Vincent, from Arrian,
of the Port of Alexander¥, so exactly corresponds with its actual
state, that it is a hlgh testimony of the correctness of the Greek
historian.

On the 16th of Janumy, at 1 p.m. we came to anchor on the bar
of the Poorally River; the village of Sonmeany bearing north-east,
distant about two miles ; here we waited until three o’clock, at which
hour, the tide flowing, we again got under weigh; and at five,
anchored close to the village. We sent our Hindoo Goomashtuh
on shore, who shortly returned with a canoe, for our baggage, accom-
panied by another agent of Soondurjee ; whom we were rejoiced to
meet at this place,- as he had been in Beloochistan, the preceding sea- -
son, to purchase horses, and was therefore well qualified to afford us
information. We landed, by his advice, late in the evening, and were
conducted to the house of ‘a man called Rana Sett, the Ijarudar, or

; _'_'?Itwn.‘so named by Nearchus.
c .



10 | SONMEANY.

renter of the customs, whom we found with four or five Hindoo
merchants, seated before a large fire: we were introduced to him as
Europeans in the service of Soondurjee ; hereceived us with civility,
and, after common complimentary forms, observed, that anxious as
he was to forward our master’s interests, he was sensible he could not
do so in a more effectual manner than by befriending us; and that we
might accordingly command his utmost exertions; we thanked him
for his kindness, and after sitting a few minutes, were ushered into a
small hut, though one of the best in the village, which had been
appropriated for our residence; here we supped on wheaten cakes
and milk, sent to us by the Ijarudar, and lay down to sleep, happy
to feel ourselves under a covering, however homely, a luxury we had
not enjoyed on board the boat, which had neither cabin, or awning,
to screen us from the sum or dews.

1'ith January. This morning we completely meta.morphosed our-
selves, by having our heads shaved, and adopting the entire native
costume; after which, Rana Sett came to our hut, and Captain
Christie requested him to accompany us to Bela, (the principal town
in the country, and residence of the chief) to which he assented ;
he likewise proffered his services, in forwarding us thence to Kelat,
the capital of the whole of Beloochistan, and was otherwise pointedly
civil ; before he left us, we shewed him a sample of the different
articles which we had brought from Bombay as presents, and asked
his opinion regarding them; he said the chintzes would be greatly
prized, and that the few trifles we had of cutlery and glass ware,
would also answer the purpose for which we had been charged with
‘them by Soondurje¢ ; though, had they been of better workmanship,
they would have been still more acceptable to those to whom we were
likely to offer them : some Scotch Plaid, which we had been advised
to take, he did not approve of ; as being too like their own. Kumlees,
or country blankets, but we afterwards found this idea to be erro-
neous, and that it was more admired than any thing else in our
possession. When he rose to go away, he told us that he had sent a
" man to the Jungul, the evening before, to bring camels for ourselves
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snd baggage; that he expected them in the course of the might,
and would propose our moving next morning towards Bela.

This day, being the Moosulman festival of the Eed-ool-Qoorban,
or Sacrifice, we treated all our Uffghan fellow voyagers to a dinner,
at which they gormandized most voraciously. I did not perceive any
feasting or rejoicing among the Mahommedan inhabitants of the place;
who I fancy were too poor to afford it. One of the Uffghans, called
Neknam, begged in the afternoon to be allowed to enter into our
service, a request we thought fit to comply with, as he was an intelli-
gent civil fellow, and had traversed all Beloochistan in his’ professmn
of a horse-dealer.

18th January. We were detamed at Sonmeany on the 18th, by the
non-arrival of the camels, and amused ourselves by walking about
the place. I was quite astonished to find so much trade going on,
when compared with the miserable appearance of the village, and its
population. The commerce is entirely monopolized by the Hindoos,
whose indefatigable industry is conspicuous wherever they are to be
met with ; and on my expressing my surprize to one of them at the
bustle and active employment so apparent about the custom house,
and Bunder, he assured me that the trade had been fourfold what it
then was, until the latter end of the year 1808, when Sonmeany was
ransacked and burnt to the ground, by the Juwassmee Arab pirates,
which calamity it had not recovered.

The village of Sonmeany is advantageously situated on the southern
bank of the Poorally river, and now contains about two hundred and’
fifty huts ; it is completely defenceless, and on the side towards Bela,
overlooked by hillocks of sand. The bar at the mouth of the river
has only two fathoms on it at low water, but boats lie close to the
village in six and seven: the inhabitants generally subsist by fishing,
and with the exception of a few Hindoos are wretchedly poor: they
procure their fresh water by digging a foot or two deep in the sand
above high water mark ; but it must be drawn off as it accumulates,
otherwise it quickly becomes brackish ; nor will the same hole answer
asecond time, until filled and dug afresh. The better kind of habit-

c2
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ations at Sonmeany are formed of wooden frames, built up with bricks
of unburnt clay, and the inferior huts are made of the boughs of the
tamarisk tree, wattled together, and plaistered over with mud: the
roofs are generally ill thatched, with a species of coarse grass, and
~made in a conical shape. 1 shall have occasion in the Second Part of -
this volume to speak of the general nature of the trade, revenue, and
productions of the province of Lus, of which Sonmeany is the only
sea-port, and I therefore refrain from entering into a more detailed
account of them at present, and proceed with my narrative. - :
19th January. This morning after breakfast the Uffghans brought
a Kandahar merchant to expostulate with us on the risk we ran by
going the direct route from Bela to Kelat, and to recommend us to
proceed by that which he had come, through Sinde. They could not
however persuade us to do so, although the merchant used every
argument, and declared that the very first tribe of Belooches we
should meet with, in our advance, were the Bezunjas, “ who (said he)
« care not for the king, the khan, God, or the prophet, but murder and
¢ plunder every person and thing they can lay -hands on.” We
evaded as far as possible giving our adviser an explicit refusal, and
in consequence he became so importunate that at length we told him
we had no option, having been ordered by Soondurjee to go toBela in-
' the first instance ; on hearing which, he expressed his hopes that we
should not suffer for our temerity, and took leave. The baggage had
been sent offat day-light this morning, to Lyaree, the second town in
‘the province ; and at two p. m., we followed it ; by half past four p.m.
we had travelled eight miles over a salt marsh, varied with tamarisk
and other Jungul, and in many places perfectly white with incrust- -
“ations of salt : here we had the mortification to find our baggage wait-
ing for us, and as the camels which carried it were out feeding, we
were forced to dismount, and join several other trayellers, amongst
whom were our Uffghans, under the shade of some low bushes.
. While our servants were baking bread, the Uffghans came in a
body, and again urged us to select the Sinde route to Kelat ; but we
silenced them at once, by declaring, that we were resolved on visiting

IX
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Bela, even with the certainty, instead of the probability, of being obliged
to return from thence : on this declaration, Neknam, our new servant,
observed, that as he had a little property with him, and we were so
obstinately bent on what he feared would be our ruin, he must sepa-
rate from us, and take the road to the Lukh, or pass over the moun-
tains into Sinde, which branches off near this halting place ; * how-
“ ever, (added he,) we shall, please God, meet at Kelat, provided
% you escape from those highwaymen, the Bezunjas; and I will
“ now, if you wish it, leave one or two of my companions with you,
“ who are trust-worthy men, and will sacrifice their blood in your
“ gervice;” to this latter proposition, we unfortunately, as it after-
wards proved, assented; and two of them accordingly volunteering
to aocompany us, after supper, we bade the others adieu, and moved
on seven or eight miles to the small village of Shaik ka Raj,
where we unceremoniously took possession of an empty stable that
we discovered by accident, the inhabitants being all fast asleep ; this
was the first place in which we had seen any symptoms of habit~
ations since quitting Sonmeany, the intermediate country being
one continued salt marsh : the direction of our route to-day north~ -
erly, and the distance I estimate at fifteen miles and a half.

20th January. A Hindoo Buneea or dealer, on his return from.
Bela to Sonmeany, came to pay his respects to us, as he passed this
morning, and from him we received the very welcome intelligence, that.
the road between the former town and Kelat was passable; a fact, which
the reiterated assurances of the Uffghans, in declaring it not to be so,
on account of the Bezunja Belooches, had latterly led us to doubt.
- We remounted our camels about one p.m. and at five arrived at
Ootul,. 8 well built,, clean village, containing four hundred houses:
the road was-in general very tolerable, the country uncultivated and
perfectly flat, and ig some spots covered with an impenetrable Jungul
among which I observed Babool trees *, of an extraordinary large
size; we passed two small rivulets, the Wulta and Sanganee: the former

* Farnesian Mimosa.
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is only & branch of the Poorally, into which it re-empties itself, after.
making a short circuit ; the Sanganee was almost quite dry, where we
crossed it, and the bed of it about twelve yards wide from bank
to bank: the direction of the road north, distance nine miles. Water
at Ootul is in very deep wells, and excellent; the people of the
village appeared very contented and happy; they have immense
flocks of sheep and goats, beside herds of black cattle and camels.
The Jemadar, or chief man of the village, came to us, before we
had alighted from the camels, with a goat, as a present; but we
declined taking it on any other terms than making him an equal
return : we afterwards ascertained that this attention, on the Jema- -
dar’s part, originated in Captain Christie and myself being recognised
by a man who had been a water-carrier to the mission to Sinde (to
which we were both attached) the preceding year, and this discovery
he instantly made public ; however, we contrived to avoid any un-
pleasant consequences, that might have arisen from it, by admitting
the fact, and affirming that we had since entered into Soondurjee’s
employment ; a fabrication that was received without a question as
to its probability. | ; :
21st January. We left Ootul about noon, and a little past six in
the evening halted at a miserable village called Waréara, with not
more than a dozen of houses, or rather sheds, in one of which, be-
longing to a dyer, we put up for the night: the distance of this
march was eighteen miles, and the direction something to the east-
ward of north: the country barren, flat, and sandy: we saw two
wells, the waters of which we tasted, and found them both brackish,
" as well as being in very small quantities. . :
22d January. This day, at four o’clock, we reached Bela, distant -
from our last halting place ten miles and a half: the country was
much diversified, being, in some parts, a thickyjungul ; in others,
sterile and bare; and in the vicinity of villages, three or four of
which we saw, in a high state of cultivation.
About half way, we rode through the burial ground, in which the
relations of the Jam, or chief of the country are interred : two of the
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tombs are built with low cupolas of free-stone, brought from the
adjacent mountains, and they, and likewise many of the graves, are
ornamented with white and black pebbles, arranged in different short
quotations from the Koran, and encircled with wreaths of the like
materials, which has a fanciful and pleasing eﬂ'ect, though so very
simple.

As we approached the town of Bela, we found that it was a holi-
day, and the Jam had gone out to amuse himself with horse-racmg,
which is a favourite pastime among these people ; on such occasions,
the whole of the inhabitants, who can procure one or other, mount
themselves on camels, or horses, and gallop over the country. The
swift pace at which the former animals go, when urged to a gallop,
and managed with dexterity, is almost incredible, and struck me
with amazement on first beholding it, having been accustomed to
contemplate the camel races, about which I had heard so many
extraordinary stories, as a mere joke.

The Jam returned in the evening, and we ordered Toolsia (Soon- -
durjee’s agent, whom we met at Sonmeany) to go and announce to
him our arrival, and ask his permission to stay a few days: he re-
ceived our messenger with politeness, and not only sanctioned our
sojourn ‘at Bela, but promised to render us any assistance in his
power towards our farther progress inland ; this was an object, at
once gained to us, of the very first importance, and gave us the
greater satisfaction, as we had anticipated his making objections to
our advance. A

Our friend, the Ijarudar of Sonmeany, had got to Bela before us
by pursuing a different route, and had prepared his own house for
our reception, which was very private and comfortable, having the
advantage of a wall and gateway in front, and though only consist-
ing of one large hallk with a verandah and two closets, was much
more than we could venture to occupy, in our humble character of
Soondurjee’s servants.

23d January. This forenoon, Toolsia acquamted us that Rana
Sett had just read to him a long letter he had received from Kura-
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chee, in Sinde, éxpostﬁlating with him on the .impolicy of being

. accessary to the admission of the agents of the British government .

into the territories of his master the Jam, and recommending our
being forcibly put on board a boat and sent back te Bombay, together
with all the people, of whatever description or caste they might be,
who had accompanied us. The writer * of this letter added, that
notwithstanding any mercantile intentions we professed, there .could .
be no doubt of our real ones being, alone, to explore the country,
on which the Honourable Company had hostile views : that an envoy
had been sent at a great expence for the same purpose, the year
preceding, to Sinde, but that the Umeers had taken steps to repel
any attempts that might be made by the English: to these assertions
Toolsia simply replied by shewing Rana Sett the letters of credit and
recommendation with which Captain Christie and myself were fur-
nished, as Soondurjee’s agents, at which he appeared perfectly satis-
fied; but, as a further precaution, we directed Toolsia to take a
proper opportunity of peinting out to the Ijarudar that the. motive
which had impelled his correspondent to pen ghe letter ih question,
1o doubt proceeded from a dread that, under the auspiges ofsthe
British government, (whose servant Soondurjee, our émployer was,)
the Bunder or port of Sonmeany would soon usurp a,s share of, if
not all, that commerce which now flowed through Kurachee, in
Sinde.

About half past one o’clock, we were sent.for to pay our respects
to the Jam : we found him seated in his Durbar, or hall of audience,
surrounded by nearly one hundred and fifty persons, the greater num-
ber of whom curiosity had drawn together, as his attendants formed
a very small part of them ; he received us very courteously, gnd
stood up on our entering, and also on taking leave: in the course of
.conversation he put many curious though poimted questions to us,

* Duréadna Sett, a Hindoo merchant, who had derived many benefits from his con~
nection with the Honourable Company’s governments and agents.
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relative to the religion, customs, and: castes of the. English ; and
whether the French were a similar people in their usages: he ob-
served he had often heard, from those of his subjects who had been-
in India, of our eternal wars with that nation, and also of our supe-
riority at sea, which he asked if we still retained : he likewise en-
quired the name of the King of England, the method of organi-
zation and extent of his navy and army, the distance of his capital
. from Constantmople, the form of government, &c. &c. &c. :

To all these queries we afforded him the most explanatory answers
we- could at the moment; but the same simplicity which had dic-
‘tated them, rendered it totally impossible for us to make him perfectly:
comprehend the different points he had spokenron : he was astonished
beyond -expression at many of our descriptions, and appealed to. the
two Hindoos, who had attended us to the levee, for a corroboration
of them ; they assured him that we had by no means exaggerated
in any thing, we had related, that had ever come under their notice ;
but he shook his head with an air of incredulity, and observed,
“ You tell me of a vgssel that will carry one hundred guns, and one
% thousawd men on board of her; it is morally impossible! Where
“ are the latter to get food and water? The King has scarcely so
“ many guns in his Tope Khanu, or arsenal ; and the crews of two
% such ships would over-run the whole of my country.” We reiter-
ated our assurances of ‘the truth of all we had told him regarding
the navy.of England, and briefly stated its effects in the battle of
Trafalgar; to this he replied, *“ As you say it has been so, I am
“ bound to believe it, but, had the holy Prophet foretold it, the
“ Noomrees (the people of Lus) would have demanded proof of
% it from him.”

He at length demanded our views and wishes: we mformed hlm,
" at some length, thatr we were in the service of Soondurjee, a Hin-
doo merchant of Bombay, who had dispatched us to purchase horses
for the market of India; and concluded, by saying, that we trusted
to his kindness, to arrange for our proceeding on to Kelat: he in-
stantly ordered his Deewan, or manager, to procure the requxsmq

D
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guides and servants for us, and expedite our departure, ¢ though,”
said he, turning to us, “ you had better remain with me for a month,
« or six weeks, to avoid the cold, which is now so great at Kelat,
% as to be likely to kill you all.” We replied that our native coun-
try was exceedingly cold, and that we were, therefore, inured to it,
and prepared for what we should experience by ascending the
mountains immediately. “ True,” said he, “ but you ought to have
“ a little consideration for those who are to go with you; however,
“ as your business does not appear to admit of delay, you may make
“ your preparations; and I will furnish you with letters to-some of
“ the. chiefs, through whose countries you must pass: a messenger
« ghall likewise be dispatched, this day, to bring Ruhmut Khan, the
¢ head of the Bezunja tribe of Belooches, who shall himself conduct
% you through his country, in which the greatest danger from rob-
“ bers.is to be apprehended.” He then signified his desire that we
should take leave, which we did; much gratified by a reception so
very friendly and favourable to our designs.

- The Jam evinced himself, during this visit, to be a shrewd ma.n,
desirous of information, and has a very fine countenances he con-
versed with tolerable fluency, in Persian, and, when he did Dot clearly
understand our explanations, inquired the meaning of them from
one of our Hindoos, in the Sindee language. He was seated on a
white cloth Gaddee, or pillow, without any jewels or ornaments;
and was very plainly dressed in an Ulkhaliq of red Keemkhab *, with
a white turband of considerable dimensions, but not comparable in
circumference, to.those worn by the Sindees in general: his sword
and shield lay before him on the carpet ; his son, and two brothers,
sat near him; and there was an appearance of poverty through-
out the whole party, which they did not seem to be in any

* An Ulkhallq is a double breasted dress, made with long sleeves, and to sit to the
form as low as the hips, and having skirts reachmg down to the calf of the leg; it is tied
across the chest on the left side. Keemkhab is a species of silk, with gold or silver sprigs,
eor flowers worked on it. _ - : ’
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way ashamed of, or .solicitous to disguise. The Durbar, in which
we were received, was a large open room, raised a few feet from the
ground, the flat mud roof of it supported by a few common crooked
sticks, in the rough dnd unpolished state they had been cut from the
jungul : there was not the slightest semblance of state, or even order,
in any thing ; no Chobdars (mace bearers) or Sepoys; and those who
sat round the Jam, offered their remarks and opinions on the conver-
sation, without the smallest demur, though, at the same time, every
one present treated that chief himself with such reverence and atten-
. tion, as testified how much he was respected and liked by them.
While we were in the Durbar, an Arab delivered a letter, which
was read aloud; according to a custom that prevails all over these
countries ; it related - to a vessel belonging to the Imaum of Muskat,
that had been cast away some tiine since, on the coast near Sonme-
any, and fronr whose wreck a few trifling articles had been recovered.
The Imaum requested they might be delivered to his people, to
which effect orders were immediately proclaimed in an audible tone
in the public Durbar by the Deewan. I observed that the letter,
which was in Persian, was penned in a very respectful style, and
without any assumption, on the part of the Imaum, about which the
Jam appeared to be very particular, as he had it carefully interpreted
by his Moonshee, into the Judgalee language, which is the colloquial
dialect of this country. ' ‘
We walked through the Bazar, on our way home from the Durbar,
and found it very clean and neat; the streets are narrow, but from
the elévateg situation of the town, and its rocky site, they must
always be dry, even in the wettest weather, as the rain cannot lodge
for a moment. Bela is built on the northern bank of the Pooralee
river ; about one-third of the town, in the north-west quarter, is en-
compassed by a tolerably good mud wall; the remainder is totally
unprotected against attack, either by horse or foot ; it contains above
~ two thousand houses, of which two hundred and fifty, or three hun-
dred, may belong to Hindoos, who enjoy great security and protec-
"D 2
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tion "inrtheir mercantile speculations, under -the'mild and equitable
government of the Jam. - :

When we returned -to ' the house in which we :resided, we were
visited by several merchants from Mooltan and ‘Shikarpoor*, with
-whom ‘we had ‘a great-deal of chat on different subjects connected
with trade ; and after treating them with Beetel, or Areca nut, and
cloves, which is the practice here, sent them away, deeply impressed
with a favourable notion of our commercial skill and abilities. It
was with the utmost. difficulty I could refrain from laughing heartily
at this'meeting, when my esteemed fellow-traveller, Captain Christie,
‘entered into a long and particular dissertation on the description of
goods most fitted for the Bombay, or rather Indian market, to which
our visitors listened with the greatest avidity and belief; even our
own Hindoos began.to doubt the evidence of their senses ; -and when
- the ‘merchants departed, were quite amazed to find "that Captain
Christie had been, ‘all the time, explaining a subject regarding which
"he -might be said to be, in fact, entirely ignorant: this - deception,
trifling though it may seem, was attended with the most advantage-
.ous consequences to us afterwards; and, subsequent to .its being
practised, it would have been almost impossible to persuade the Bela
merchants that we had .assumed any character foreign to our statlon
in life. ‘

24th January. The Jam’s Deewan, or manager, came to us early
this morning, with his master’s compliments, and inquiries-after our
healths: we were much vexed to find that he treated us with this kind
of :respect, as it betrayed a suspicion ' of the professions we had made
to-him the:preceding day, of our being the servants of Soondurgee ;
however, ‘to obviate its .bad effects as far as’possible, we gave a very
submissive answer in return. About.two hours. after the Deewan had

*. Mooltan is a large trading city, the.capital of.the province of. that name in the Pun-
jab.  Shikarpoor lies east of Kelat, on the western side of the Indus, and is equally dis-
tinguished for its commerce.
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left us, we sent the Jam a present *, with which he was amazingly
gratlﬁed
In the afternoon we were still further confirmed in our feats of
being known, by a visit from Jam Durya Khan, the eldest of the Jam’s
two brothers, who .insisted on our sitting down with him, and chat-
ing for two hours: he is a well looking middle aged man, mild and
p8lite in his manners, when compared with those of the generality of
his. countrymen, but dresses very shabbily ; a circumstance not to-be
wondered at, as we heard afterwards that he had .only a miserable
pittance to subsist on, equal to fifteen hundred rupees (}80l. sterling)
per annum ; a fact evincing the frugal simplicity in which these peo-
ple live, and particularly exemphﬁed in the instance of this chief, who
is the third person,.as to rank, in the. country ; and considered the
head Sirdar or general of the army, when it is collected : -he has therr
a small additional allowance, beside the use.of two horses from the
Jam’s own stud : he gave us, unasked, a detail of the sources of'
tevenue, and the nature of the government of his brother’s country,
contrasting the latter with what he had heard us describe of ours, at
‘the,Durbar, in a manner that proved he was by no means deficient-in
" good sense or discrimination. We discovered by his discourse that he
was a keen sportsman, and spent a great portion of his leisure hours
in.field diversions, to follow which he said he made several trips to
‘the mountains every month, during the cold weather, and.that he had
frequently killed with his own gun, in .an excursion.of two.days,.
twenty or thirty mountain goats (Boozé Kohee): these animals are ' ;-
very difficult of. approach and frequent the most da.ngerous ‘and j xx

'# . Consisting of the following articles : .
One piece of Chinese silk. Six compon Knives.
One ditto Europesn chintz. - Two pair of common Scissars.
“ Eight Coffee Cups and Saucers. One pound of Gunpowder.
" Eight China Bowls. . One small Telescope.
Eight cut glass Tumblers. A pair of Horse Pistols.

One piece of Indian silk.
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accessible precipices. Their flesh is gregtly prized for its flavour and
delicacy ; and that circumstance, united with the labour that it requires
to come near them, induced our visitor to quote the numbers of them
he had killed, as a proof of his expertness as a sportsman. The Jam
and all his family, are uniformly partial to the same kind of recreation;
and so strict are the regulations.regarding the preservation of every
species of game, for the use of the chiefs, that particular districts in
the mountains are set apart for that express purpose; and if a lion or
tiger, or any other large animal, worthy of being hunted by them,
appears in any part of the country, however distant from Bela, infor-
mation thereof is immediately sent to the Jam, who sets off to destroy
it. - When he left us, our visitor expressed his hopes that an incident
of this nature might occur while we staid at Bela, as in that event, he
would mount us on two of his own riding camels, and let us ac-
company him to see the sport. We were very much gratified by this
visit, which gave us a greater insight into the customs and habits of
the people of Lus, than we could possibly have acquired by any other
means, during our short stay in that province.

A party of Brahooes, or mountain Belooches, came into Bela this
evening, with a string of sixty or seventy camels, laden with wheat,
which they had brought from Bunkar, a small village, six or seven
days’ journey on the road to Kelat. We sent to the Suraé, and had
one or two of them called to our house to make inquiries, who
told us that unless we had a valuable Kaffilah*, there was not much

"to dread from the Bezunjas, who, they added, though ‘the terror of
the e eountry, would allow us to pass without molestation on paying
a Sall duty : they however advised, in case. we had property, that
we shomld go by the Sinde route ; but that not being so, we were
still further strengthened by this mtelhgence in our determination to
proceed direct.

25th January. We purchased three or four camels to-day at a very

* A Caravan.
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moderate rate, and were otherwise employed in making preparations
for our journey, having had a message from the Jam’s Deewan to ac-
quaint us, that he expected the Bezunja chief to arrive every moment,
and that we should leave Bela immediately after : to this we were very
glad to give our cordial assent and approbation. About four o’clock
in the evening, the Jam rode past our residence, and called us out, to
ask how we were : he was mounted on a handsome northern horse, the
trappings of which were ornamented with coloured silk, and was ac-
companied by twenty or thirty armed men, some of whom rode horses,
and others camels : his son was on'one of the latter, a very fine animal,
which he guided with great cleverness and apparent ease, by two
silken cords tied through holes made in the cartilaginous part of . its
nostrils on each side. The attendants who rode camels, formed a
regular column of two and two a-breast, and the horsemen kept on
the flanks ; their arms were swords, shlelds and Toofungs, or match-
locks.

26th January This forenoon the Jam sent for our Hmdoo Toolsm,
and after some desultory conversation, said to him: « I am now
% going to speak to you on a subject which I have not hitherto hinted
“ at, nor ever shall mention to any other person, not even:to my own
“son. I do not think that the two Englishmen here are merchants ;
“ it is neither my wish or aim to enquire into their plans ; but if they
« are officers I ought, when they visited me, to have considered them
“as my equals, and treated them accordingly. I therefore request
“ you will now inform me who they really are ; you may depend on
“the strictest secrecy, and if they belong to the British government
“it will give me additional pleasure to serve them.” The Hindoo
saw immediately into the drift of the Jam’s curiosity, which he did not
satisfy ; but adhered to our original tale of being Soondurjee’s ser-
vants. The Jam next inquired what wages we had, and whether it
would be possible to get, through our interest, two small guns, or wall
pieces from Bombay. Toolsia replied, he would mention the chief’s
wishes to us, and then came away. We directed him to say, that we
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could not, ventire to make any promises, but thdt on our return to
India we should endeavour to have them sent.

In the course of the evening the Deewan brought four or five letters
of recommenaation to the different chiefs, on our route to the south-
ward of Kelat, which had been written by the Jam’s orders, and were
read to us. Rana Sett returned to Sonmeany this night ; and when
he came to take leave of us we presented him with a piece of chintz,
a spying glass, and some other trifling articles. 'This man had been
exceedingly civil, and we should have been pleased to have made him
a better return for the services he had done us; hut. our character would
not permit it. A few moments before he left us we had a most -
satisfactory evidence of his belief in our avowed intentions. When
Toolsia purposely accused him of having dispatched an agent to
Bunkar, a village on the Kelat road to buy horses, he confessed the
fact,.but in palliation of what he imagined would have given us great
offence, protested he wanted a very inferior kind, and that at all
events, his agent had positive instructions not to go further to the
northward than Bunkar. We were vexed afterwards to learn, that
he had recalled him in consequence of the supposed interference
with our views.
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JANUARY 40th.  We waited until three P.M., when finding
there was no appearance of Ruhmut Khan, the Bezunja chief,
we left Bela, and proceeded four miles and a half to a garden,
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belonging to the Jam, where we halted for the night, under the shade
of a remarkably large tamarind tree. We were, as well as our at-
tendants, who now consisted of six men, mounted on camels : but as
Captain Christie and myself were still novices in the management of
those creatures, we took a person up before us for that purpose.
This part of the country is finely cultivated, and abounds with running
streams ; half way from Bela to the garden there is an extensive
- manufactory of goor, or raw sugar : the mill for expressing the juice
from the canes is turned by a stream from the neighbouring moun-
tains, and is to a degree simple in its construction : the water-wheel
sets in motion two horizontal cogged rollers, and the canes being
pruned of leaves, the ends are inserted between them. They gradually
draw in the canes as they are pressed, and the refuse of the stalks
comes out at the opposite side : the juice falls into a trough below, and
from that runs into a cistern. It is afterwards boiled in flat copper
pans, and the goor is then packed in bags, made from ‘the palmyra
leaf, and thus sent to the sea coast for exportation. It is also given
to camels, and much used by the natives for culinary purposes. Two
men and a boy are able to conduct the whole process, and the sedi-
ment of the boilers forms the best and strongest manure.

29th January. Whilst we were in the act of loading the camels
this morning, the long expected Ruhmut Khan arrived at the gar-
den, accompanied by fifteen or twenty followers: he peremptorily
refused either to permit us to go through his country, unless escorted
by himself, (observing that his reputation was concerned in our
safety,) or to proceed with us, until he had talked to the Jam : we
had, therefore, most unwillingly to unload the camels, and return
with the Bezunja to Bela, where we dismounted at eleven o’clock.
As we rode along we chatted with our new acquaintance, and found
him possessed of all that ingenuous hospitality and predatory ferocity
which are so curiously blended in the Belooche character; he re-
peatedly swore by his beard, that had we attempted to have advanced
through his country, without his leave, he would have annihilated
our whole party ; and the next moment asked us, with great earnest-
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ness, to pass a week at his village, an invitation we should gladly
have availed ourselves of, had -circumstances admitted it: we told
him that it had been our intention to have proceeded onward, and
that we had hoped to have done so without molestation, or even ob-
servation. He affected to laugh heartily at what he termed our
ignorance ; though we were subsequently convinced we might have
done as we proposed, and that the Jam had been guilty of a most
foolish mistake, though from the best motive, in sending for this
savage. "« How could you,” said he, “ for one moment suppose
“ such.a scheme practicable? Do you imagine you are always to be
“ among the Noomrees of Lus? No! You must be Belooches, and
“ look to me for protection. So far from your doing so, a hare
% could not pass through Ruhmut Khan’s country if he chose to
“ prevent it; but having once given his word for your safety, you
“ need not fear any thing mortal ; farther, it rests with the Almighty
“ and his Prophet.” We assured him that we were perfectly willing
to trust to his honour, and had not the most distant doubt with regard
to his abilities and means to protect us.

We saw the Jam in the course of the day, who explamed our in-
tentions to Ruhmut Khan, and informed him that he had received
sixty rupees from us, for him, in consideration of our having a free
passage and protection through his country. The Bezunja frankly
observed, that as we were the agents of a merchant of such conse-
quence as Soondurjee, he ought undoubtedly to pay more for our
advance. The Jam rejoined, that he had made what he deemed a
very fair agreement for both parties ; and added, (to us,) that he would
settle matters as soon as we left the Durbar; at the same time he
invited us to remain at Bela that night as his guests, to do which .
we were reluctantly obliged to assent: :we then came away, it being
very evident, from the Jam’s manner, that he did not choose to have
any further discussion with the Bezunjas whilst we were present, ¢
owing, I fancy, to the blunt and unceremonious style in which not
only their chief, but the lowest of his attendants, made their remarks
and demands. Soon after we got back to our old lodgmgs, the Jam’s

E 2
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servants brought us a sheep and four fowls, with a quantity of rice, -
clarified butter, and vegetables, sufficient to have dined thirty men.
In the evening we had a message from Ruhmut Khan, to acquaint
us that he would be ready to move next morning, and was to escort
us to Khozdar, a village half way to Kelat. -
-80th January. Captain Christie and I returned to our baggage at
the Jam’s garden very early, but Ruhmut Khan and his followers
had so much business in the city, (as they styled Bela,) that they did -
not join us until the afternoon, when we mounted our camels and
proceeded four miles north by east, principally through the dry bed
of the Poorally river, which here occupies the whole intermediate
tract between the mountains, and is stated, in the rains, to form a
torrent many miles in breadth.
: During our stay at the Jam’s garden this forenoon, we ascertamed
from some of Ruhmut Khan’s people, that one of his party was a
petty Surdar of the same tribe (the Bezunjas) called Buhadoor Khan, -
and that there was also a brother of the former chief, whom they
. honoured by the appellation of Moolla, a word signifying, in general,
a priest, but expressive, among the Belooches and many other Asiatics,
of a person who can read the Koran. They were all dressed in the
same manner as their chiefs, with a loose white cotton shirt, which
came below their knees, & pair of trowsers, of blue or striped cotton,
and a small round cap, which sat close to the head ; the only dis-
tinction I perceived, was in their horses and accoutrements; and
when Ruhmut Khan visited the Jam he tied a Loongee * round his
waist, an article of dress to which none of his attendants aspired.
We halted on a high spot in the bed of the river, and the Belooches
having quickly collected an immense pile of wood, we sat round a
. Wlazing fire the greater part of the night, while three or four Sook-
rees, or wandering musicians, who had come with the Bezunjas, en-

* Longees are long pieces of clath, made of silk, or silk and cotton, used as sashes of
turbands. Some of them, the manufacture of Sinde, are very beautiful and rich.
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tertained us by singing the exploits of their different chiefs, accom-
panying their songs with the most frantic and unmeaning gestures ;
some of the songs and music were, however, soft and harmonioys
enough, except when the audience chimed in with the performers,
which was, for my taste, too often the case. S

A clearer picture of the savage life of the Bezunjas, and many
other Belooche tribes, cannot well be pourtrayed than by this scene:
all outward distinction and respect for chiefs were at that moment
thrown aside ; at intervals they, as well as their people, in the height
of their enthusiasm, snatched the Setars* or musical instruments
from the hands of the Sookrees, and sung, in ¢« descant wild,” their
favourite airs, gradually working themselves, by ridiculous and vio-
lent action, into a state of absolute phrenzy: the din then became
universal and qmte stunning, and the auditory continued to ap-
plaud and join in chorus with the singers until they were so com-
pletely exhausted that they could exert themselves no longer; the
instruments were. then laid hold of by others, and thus they were
regularly. passed round the circle.

8lst January. At daylight this morning, Ruhmut Khan and his
gang repaired in a body to a field of sugar canes, about two miles
from our halting place, of which they brought away as much as they
could ‘possibly carry, while the terrified owner looked on, not even
venturing to expostulate with the plunderers. Had I not been be-
fore struck with it, this circumstance alone shewed me the wide dif-
ference of character between the people of Lus and Beloochistan,
which is rendered extraordinary, if we reflect on their proximity to
each other and daily intercourse. :

As our next march was the last we made in the former province,
Ishall, in a few words, give a summary sketch of its inhabitants,
agreeable to the opinion I formed of them. The populatlon of Lus
may, according to several statements I received, amount to twenty

* Setar, a three stringed instrument, from seh, three, and tar, wire,
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five thousand souls, of which nearly one-third are wandering families,
who change their places of residence as convenience or inclination
prompts : they are all of one tribe, though known by the four dif-
ferent appellations of Noomree, Judgall, Jokhya, and Jeth, which
latter is the most commonly used term, and literally signifies a hus-
bandman : the habits of these people are indolent in the extreme,
and they are fond of smoking Bhung (cannabis sativa) and other
intoxicating drugs, and loitering away their time in idle amusements.
Although very well inclined to be civil to strangers, it is difficult to
appreciate that quality in them; as their curiosity is so great, that
they will not hesitate to walk into your most private apartments, and
will even feel and examine the clothes on your back : another pecu-
liarity of manner amongst them is, that they never, or at least very
seldom, ask any questions. I have seen a Noomree come, unin-
vited, into our house at Bela, and after sitting two hours in a room
crowded with people, go out without having uttered one syllable.
The men have good features, and are about the middle size, strong
and athleticc. The women are ordinary, and pay no attention to
cleanliness in their persons or garments. The dress of the former
consists of a loose pyrahun, or shirt, a pair of trowsers, and a small
cap, which often distinguishes those of one district from another.
The women wear the same, except that their shifts are much longer,
coming down to the ancles ; and some of them have a small silk or
cotton jacket under it. The food of the population of Lus is prin-
cipally rice and other grains, of which they grow large quantities,
seasoned with a little dried fish, or ghee; the better classes, both
Moosulmans and Hindoos, also sometimes add flesh meat, a luxury
which the great bulk of the people cannot afford. They have nu-
merous and very large flocks of sheep and goats, beside excellent
camels and black cattle ; but their horses are scarce, beside being of
diminutive size and vicious temper. The language of Lus is almost
similar to that of Sinde : it is called Judgalee, or Jethgalee, a name
evidently derived from that of the tribe. I may close this hasty
sketch of the Noomrees by adding, that their appearance and man-
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ners struck both Captain Christie and myself, as greatly resembling
those «of Hindoos: there is an apathy and want of energy indi-
cated by their countenances that I have never observed in any other
Moosulman country ; and which particularly distinguishes them
from their neighbours in Sinde, Mukran, and Beloochistan.

To return from this digression. As soon as the Belooches had
breakfasted, we proposed to move on, when, to our utter surprize,
Buhadoor Khan and Ruhmut’s brother, the Moollah, made a demand
for the trouble they had been put to by us, and likewise for permit-
ting us to advance : we briefly told them that the Jam had arranged
with Rubmut Khan, through whose territory, as the head of the
Bezunjas, the road lay ; and that, if they persisted in requiring any
further remuneration, we should return to Bela, and take the route
to Kelat by Kedge, the capital of the neighbouring province of
Mukran : this threat had the intended effect of silencing their
demands ; and, after a violent altercation among themselves regarding
what share of the sixty rupees, that Ruhmut Khan had pocketed,
the two new claimants were to receive, we set off and travelled
sixteen miles, nearly due north, over the hills composing the bank,
or through the bed, of the Poorally river. The country was ‘wild,
barren, and covered with stones, and the river bed overgrown with
impervious jungul of Guz (tamarisk), babool (Farnesian mimosa),
&. We separated, during the march, from Ruhmut and his party ;
and, at three p. m. halted to wait for him ; at the same time, the
owner of the camels, which we had hired at Bela, asked leave to go
to his village in the mountains, about three miles off, promising
faithfully to return in the evening ; the result, however, proved that
he had no such intentions. In.consideration of the tedious pace at
which we found our two loaded camels travelled this day, and the
number of people who we thought it probable would accompany
Rubmut Khan, and might prevent our taking notes on, or bearings
of the route; we determined, on his joining us, to take the riding
camels and proceed to Kelat with all possible dispatch, entrusting
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the baggage to the care of one of our Hindoostanee servants, and &
few of the Belooches. '
- 1st February. We remained at our haltmg ground in expectatlon
of the arrival of the Bezunjas, until ten o’clock, and then mounted
our camels, leaving instructions for Ruhmut Khan himself to follow.
us, and his men to stay with and guard the baggage. Our road led
directly out of the bed of the Poorally river, which here runs away
to the eastward, into a narrow water-course, along which we travelled
north fifteen miles, and then breakfasted : this road affords abundance
of excellent water, which issues in clear rivulets from the rocks ;. it:is
called the “ Kohen-wat” or mountain road ; and, from the entrance
of it commences the province of Jhalawan, the most southern of
Beloochistan Proper; it was, generally, wide enough for two camels
to travel abreast, though, in one place, the path was so confined that
we were obliged to dismount to get those animals through, the
mountains rising for many hundred feet on each side, and over-
shadowing the road beneath. In the afternoon we moved on fourteen
miles further, and slept round a large fire made from logs of wood,
plenty of which are floated down here by inundations from the moun-
tains. The night was piercingly cold, and, for the first time since
landing at Sonmeany, we felt the hardships of a want of beds and
warm cloathing.

2d February. We left Kanajee (the name of our halting place) at
eight o’clock this morning, and having proceeded fourteen miles,
arrived at the bottom of the pass called Baran Lukh, or the rainy
pass, over which we walked: we were about an hour and a half
ascending to the top of it, where-the path, for one hundred yards or
upwards, is very narrow, and would almost seem to have been ex-
cavated through the solid rock. From this elevated point we had an
extremely fine view of the circumjacent country, composed of an
irregular mass of barren and rocky mountains, among which reside a
few Brahooe shepherds in small kheils or societies. Nothing could
be more sublime or majestic than this scenery : the solemn stillness
of the place, the varied forms which caught the eye among the rug-
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ged and stupendous mountains, piled, as it were, on each other like
- the waves of an agitated sea, gave the whole an indescribable effect;
which impressed the mind with feelings of admiration and awe.
There was no descent whatever from the summit of the pass, and
we continued our journey along a stony plain, for a few miles, and
then stopped for the purpose of allowing our camels to browse for an
hour in the bed of the mountain-river Qornach, which  had a small
and refreshing stream of water in it. A Brahooe goatherd, who was
tending a large flock of sheep and goats, accidentally joined us here ;
and from him we got some milk, and also purchased a sheep, for
which we gave a rupee. We moved on five miles further, in the
evening, to a place called Toorkubur, where we spent the night. as
we had done the preceding one, with the agreeable addition of having
a supper of roasted mutton. T admired the dexterity with which our
camel-keepers killed the sheep, and cutting the meat in -small mor-
sels, stuck them on the iron ramrods of their matchlocks, and thus
cooked a most excellent Kubab, or roast. This spot is said to owe its
name * to a celebrated Deeve, or demigod, called Toor, whose grave
is marked by a neighbouring eminence, and of whose exploits the
most fabulous accounts are related. .

3d February. We left Toorkubur at seven this morning, and travel.
led twepty-four miles in the course of the day : our route principally
lay over two plains, or more correctly speaking, vallies, neither being
above twelve or fourteen miles in length or breadth, which had been
lately cultivated to a considerable extent, by some of the wandering
mountaineers, and were now overgrown and strewed with dry grass and
stubble : the largest of these plains is that of Wudd, so called from a
town or village of the same name, which is situated among the moun- .
tains, about six miles to the eastward of the road. Webad a recom-
mendatory letter from the Jam to Wulee Mohummud Khan, chief
of Wudd, who is the head of the Brahooe tribe of Mingull, the
first, in point of numbers, in Beloochistan ; but having understood

* Toorkubur, from Toor and Kubur, a grave.
) 4



84 , A BRAHOOE KHEIL.

at Bela that he was absent, we did not think it adviseable to go to
the village, and, therefore, dispatched one of our guides to deliver
the letter to his Deewan or manager, with instructions to forward it
to his master. The town of Wudd is, I understand, very small and
ill built ; the chief of it has in vain endeavoured to found another in
the valley, respecting which the natives entertain a belief that it is
haunted at particular seasons, and the people who were with us,
positively affirmed, that Hindoos and others had several times
attempted to settle there, but, that without a single exception, they
all died, or were driven away within one year.

A little before sun-set we took up our lodging for the night close
to the Ghedans or tents of three or four Brahooe shepherds, one of -
whom supplied us with abundance of milk, firewood, and water ; this
little Kheil or society had selected a most romantic and retired spot,
immediately under a stupendous range of mountains, for their abode ; ;
their manners were mild, simple, and prepossessing, and the only
cares they seemed to have, in this peaceful retreat, were to protect
their flocks from the nightly depredations of wolves and hyenas, to
tend them while grazing during the day, and to milk them morning
and evening; at all of which, both sexes were equally alert and
skilful. The flocks were just brought home as we dismounted, and
it was surprising to see with what quickness and regularify they
were all milked and pent up; at this every soul assisted, from the
father of the family to the infant that could just walk; the ewes
were milked into separate pails from the goats, as the butter made
from them is not considered so likely to keep when clarified, though,
when fresh, it is preferred by the Brahooes as being stronger: when
. the household avocations were over, the women and children came
and sat round our fire, and chatted without the least reserve ; their
demeanour, as well as that of the men, evinced a truly hospitable
desire to oblige, uninfluenced by the hope of reward, and few, who
have not been situated as we were at- that moment, can fully appre-
ciate the gratification of such treatment as we met with from these
-wild and uncivilized shepherds. Having given one of the daughters

11
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of our host some flour to bake bread for us, it furnished me with g
plea for looking into the Ghedan or tent to inquire, or rather look,
whether it was ready or not : I was much struck with the cleanliness
and comfort that prevailed in this extraordinary dwelling, which was
merely composed of a few thin sticks, bent so as to form an arched
roof, and covered with a kind of coarse, black blankets; the one I
entered, was scarcely high enough to admit of my standing upright in
it, the length of it appeared to me to be about ten or twelve
yards, and the breadth as many feet, and it was most comfortably
spread with coarse carpets, that I found were made by the Brahooe
women ; the fire was at one end, and caused the only inconvenience,
from the want of a vent for the smoke, which escaped by the door;
this, however, had the effect of rendering the Ghedan much warmer
than it otherwise would have been, which, to these poor people, who
are thinly clad, and more exposed to the vicissitudes of weather than
any others whom I have ever met with, either m Eutope or Asia,
must be a great object.

4th February. We quitted our hospitable Brahooes this morning,
having previously rewarded them for their kindness with a present
of some coarse white cloth and tobacco, articles which they prized
much more than money ; and after marching upwards of thirty-five
miles through a barren, mountainous country, the road extremely
bad, and intersected by numerous deep and difficult ravines, arrived
at the town of Khozdar at three p. m. The appearance of travellers
at this season of the year excited great comjecture, and the inha-
bitants of the town viewed us with suspicion and surprize. We passed
through the Bazar to the house of a Hindoo, to whom we had letters
of recommendation, and after considerable detention, while a con-
sultation was held whether we should be received or not, succeeded
in procuring a vacant hovel, in which we put up for the night, and
were shortly enabled to get some food for ourselves and cattle.

5th February. We halted at Khozdar this day, to replenish our
supplies and give the camels a little rest ; among others, we had a
visit from a respectable merchant of Kandahar, who was here pur-
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chasing sheep for the market -of that city, although the distance to
- drive them cannot be less than five hundred miles ; he said he had
intruded himself on us, to inquire after an uncle of his, who went to
Hindoostan some years before, and had not been since heard of ; and
as he was (he added) in our line *, he thought it possible we might
know something of him ; he sat with us nearly two hours, and went’
away fully satisfied that we were real Moosulmans, in which opinion we
did not consider it prudent to undeceive him. In the afternoon, a
Hindoo Fakeer came to us, who declared, that he had performed a-
wandering pilgrimage all over Persia, Khorasan, Seistan, Kashmeer;
Bokhara, &c. &c., on any of which regions he volunteered to give us
such information as we wanted ; we asked him a very few questions,
- fearing we might excite his suspicions of our real characters, but by
his answers to those, he proved his boasted knowledge to be very
superficial, and that, although he might have seen much, he had
observed little.

Our stay here to-day gave us an opportunity of seeing the town ;
it is small, not having above five hundred houses, .built in a valley
encompassed by mountains, and surrounded by a low mud wall,
also enclosing two or three gardens, which produce, in due season,
grapes, figs, apricots, almonds, apples, &c. ; but when we were there,
the trees were leafless, and every thing bespoke the depth of winter.
Khozdar is the usual summer residence of Meer Moorad Ally, of the
tribe of Kumburanee, and a brother-in-law of Muhmood Khan, chief
of Kelat; he was absent at Kutch Gundavat, but his Naeb, or
deputy, a miserable looking old man, came to see us, and apologised
on the score of indisposition, for not having done so the evening be-
fore ; we aéquainted him that we were the bearers of a letter from the
Jam of Lus to his master; but as there was a probability of our
eventually meeting him, we meant to take it on with us. The
inhabitants of Khozdar are chiefly Hindoos from Mooltan and Shi-

* Horse-dealers.
+ A country to the eastward, under the mountains, Vide Map
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karpoor *, and such is their influence in the place, that the keys of
the town gate are entrusted in the hands of their senior Brahmin
every night, of which class there are several, who officiate at a
Pagoda that the community have here dedicated to Kalee, the god-
dess of fate: they seem to be a most dissolute debauched set, and at
the season in which we were there, did nothing but smoke, chew
Bhung 1, and sit over the fire, which destructive vices give them:all
the symptoms and diseasés of premature old age; the bazar is well
supplied by means of them, and they have likewise two water mills,
that are turned by a stream running through the valley.

6th February. From Khazdar to Bunkar, the distance ten or
eleven miles, the road good, leading, with a considerable ascent,
through the vallies of Khozdar and Baghwan, by which latter name
the village is also often distinguished ; like the former, it belongs to
Meer Moorad Ally Kumburanee, but is neither so large or populous ;
and the whole of its inhabitants, save two Brahooe families, had
‘emigrated to Kutch Gundava.

‘Ith February. Our Mushks of water were frozen into a mass
of ice this morning; and our people could not venture out before
eight o’clock, at which hour we mounted, and after a tedious
and most fatiguing march of nearly fifty miles, through a bleak and
desert country, with a bad road, alternately over and between moun-
tains, we arrived at the village of Soherab or Sooriab, situated in a
plain of the same name, at nine o’clock at night: it became so
piercingly cold after sunset, that we were obliged to dismount and
lead the camels, which were nearly exhausted from famine and toil,
when we got to the village, where a Mingull Brahooe kindled a large
fire, and gave up his house to us, himself and family going into a
neighbour’s. The valley of Soherab is very extensive, being from

* Two large trading cities lying north-east and east of Kelat. Vide narrative of the
23d of January. (note.) .

+ Camnabis Sativa.

1 Leathern bags, for carrying water, used by travellers all over the east.
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thirty to forty miles in length, and from ten to twenty in breadth :
it is watered by a stream, supplied by different springs in the moun-
tains; and there are three or four villages in it, belonging to the
brothers of Meer Moorad Ally of Bunkar, who have each a house here,
at whichtheyreside some part of the summer for sporting purposes : the
mountains on the eastern side of this plain are exceedingly lofty, and
the summits of them were white with snow; a smowy peak also
appeared, during the latter part of our march to day, which we sub-
sequently ascertained, lies upwards of seventy-five miles in e direct
northerly line from Kelat, and must have been, at the most moderate
coniputation, when we first descried it, at least one hundred and
fifty miles from us.

8th February. From Soherab to Rodenjo, a stage of twenty-six
miles, almost entirely over the plain of Soherab, which we finally
quitted three miles from the latter halting place, half way there is
. a Suraé ¥, called Soormusing, or the Stone of Antimony, a name
which it derives from the vast quantities of that mineral to be col-
lected in the vicinity; this Suraé is a Munzil or stage for laden
camels, and very fine water may be procured near it. The village
of Rodenjo consists of a few miserable huts, and the people have no
water except in wells, and that is neither good or plentiful : the con-
tiguous country is bare and desolate, and nothing, I should conceive,
but its being the first and only baiting place between Kelat and
Soherab, and thereby baving a considerable consumption of grain
and other articles, could induce rational beings to fix their abode in
so miserable a spot, when, by removing a few hours journey, they
could enjoy the benefits of a fertile well watered district.

This place is named Rodenjo from.a curious tradition, firmly
believed by all the natives, of two merchants having accidentally
met here on an extreme cold winter’s night, the camels of one of them
being laden with madder, and ofthe other with indigo, which two dyes
are severally called in the Belooche language, Roden and Jo ; the mer-

L2

* Suraé, an inn, whence Karwansurae a Caravansery.
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chant whose camels bore the latter, exchanged some- of that valu-
able article to a great disadvantage, for a quantity of the former, with
which he made a fire, and thereby preserved his life ; while his more
parsimonious fellow-sufferer would not apply the smallest particle
of his remaining merchandize to the same purpose, and perished
from cold.
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ARRIVAL AT KELAT.-— INTERMEDIATE COUNTRY. — WATER. — CITY GUARDS.—
HINDOO AGENT. =—— HIRE A HOUSE. — VISIT FROM HINDOOS. — THEIR OBSER-
VATIONS. — SUSPICIONS OF THE AUTHOR AND HIS COMPANION. — SINDIAN
ENMITY. — CLOATHS. — NECESSARIES. — VISITORS. — CURIOSITY. — COLD. —
HINDOOSTANEE MEN, HOW BEAR IT.— PEOPLE OF LUS. — CONTRAST BE-
TWEEN THEM AND THE KELAT MEN. — FIREWOOD. — SNOW. — AUTHOR’S
FEELINGS. — MESSAGE. — DAROGHA, OR MANAGER. — BAUBEE MERCHANTS, —
TRADE. — ATTEMPT TO DISCOVER THE AUTHOR AND HIS COMPANION. —
ASSERTION. — DENIAL.— OPPORTUNE REMARK AND CONJECTURE.— BAUBEES
WELL INFORMED IN COMPARISON WITH OTHERS.— WANT OF WORLDLY
KNOWLEDGE. — ILLUSTRATED BY TWO ANECDOTES.— AUTHOR’S REFLEC-
TIONS. — APPEARANCE, DRESS, AND MANNERS OF THE BAUBEES. — PRESENT
OF FRUIT. — HOW DRIED, UNUSUALLY COLD DAY.— INTENSE FROST. —
GHILJYEE MERCHANT.— KAFILAH, — EXPLANATION OF THAT TERM.— LET-
TERS TO BOMBAY. —— OFFER. — DECLINED. — THE AUTHOR AND HIS COMPA-
NION PASS FOR OOZBUCK TARTARS. — A VISIT T® THE CITY. — FASHIONS. —
AUTHOR’S COMPLETE DISGUISE.— PROOF OF IT BY AN INCIDENT. — THE
CITY OF KELAT.— WHY SO CALLED.—— SITUATION. — PLAN.— FORTIFICA-
TIONS., — AUTHOR’S OPINION* OF THEM.— KHAN’S PALACE. — VIEW. — OUT-
WARD APPEARANCE. — CITADEL. — DEFENSIBLE. — TOOFUNGCHEES OR MATCH-
LOCK-MEN: = GUARD,— CITY GATES.—NUMBER. — DISTINGUISHED. — HOW.—
HOUSES. — SUBURBS. — HOW BUILT. — STREETS. — PATHWAY. — KENNEL. —
NUISANCES. — AUTHOR’S REMARK. — REPLY. — VERY INAPPLICABLE. — BAZAR
WELL SUPPLIED. — WATER. — EXTRAORDINARY SPRING. — ITS QUALITIES. ——
WATER MILLS. — HOW ERECTED. — DESCRIBED. —— PRECAUTION. — WHY RE-
QUISITE. = GARDENS, = PLANTED. — PRODUCE. — POPULATION OF KELAT.
—— CLASSES. — NAMES, — INTRICATE SUBJECT. — EXPLAINED IN THE SUC-
CEEDING CHAPTER. ' ) :

FEBR UARY 9th. We arrived at the city of Kelat this afternoon,

after a march of twenty-five miles from Rodenjo ; the interme-
diate country being very hilly, and here and there large patches of
jungul ; the route was about north north-west, and fresh water to be
had in many places. When we had passed through the suburbs,
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. which are pretty extensive ; and reached the southern gate of the
city ; the “Toofungchees or matchlock-men on. guard inquired our
business, and whence we had come. . We briefly informed them, and
desired to be shewn to the house of the Hindoo Shaloomull (Soon-
durjee’s agent at Kelat), to whom we had letters of credit and re-
commendation ; one of them accordingly directed us to his shop
in the Bazar, where our Hindoo produced our letters, and demanded
s place to put up in. Shaloomull and his son advised our renting a
house outside the city walls, because the air and climate were there
more salubrious than those of the narrow streets. With this proposal
we gladly concurred, it being attended with the additional advantage
of privacy, which was a thing, of all others, we were most anxious for
at that time: the son, therefore, accompanied us; and after getting
out of the fort and suburbs, and crossing a small brook that runs
through the valley, we came to a house situated in a garden, which
our conductor, having previously conversed with the owner, informed
us was the one that his father proposed as our residence, and * which”
added he, «is particularly well-suited for you horse-dealers, from
“ having a walled yard attached to jt, large enough to contain sixty
“ or seventy horses.” '

Shortly after we had taken possession of our new house, which was
a tolerably good one, built of mud on a frame of wood, like those of
Bela, we were visited by all the better class of Hindoos, who were
introduced to us by Shaloomull : to many of them we had letters of
recommendation, that we now delivered, and the receivers expressed
their willingness to shew us every attention : they informed us that
we had arrived at a most untimely season, as the Khan, with his
family, and the whole of the principal inhabitants of Kelat, had
gone down to Kutch Gundava, to avoid the severity of the winter;
“ however,” said they, “ if you remain two months here, as the spring
« opens they will all return ; the merchants will likewise arrive about
% that time from Kandahar, and you may then procure whatever
“ number of horses you are empowered to purchase.” Wetold them
that our plan was such, and that we had only come up so early to

¢
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.ensure the- first choice of the market. Amang the Hindoes, one old
man (the agent of Seit Dureeadna, our Kurachee enemy) was exces-
sively troublesome and inquisitive regarding our ultimate movements
and intentions; he expressed, in unequivocal terms, his doubts of
our. professions, as well as his surprize, that we had not brought
Jetters to him ; and it was very evident to Captain Christie and my-
self, from the tenor of his discourse, that he had had. previous inti-
mation of our intended advance, with directions to watch our
motions * ; however, we got rid of the supposed spy and the whole
party as soon as possible, under the pretence of having some-
thing to eat. Late in the eévening Shaloomull again came out to us,
to know if we had dny commands for him ; and as we had -brought
no clothes of any description with us save those on our backs, we
gave him instructions to have some made, agreeable to the most ,
approved fashion of the day ; and likewise for a few other necessaries
which were absolutely requisite during our halt here. When he de-
parted we spread our kumlees 1 on the floor and slept soundly,
happy to be respited for a short time from our fatigue.

10th February. This forenoon we had numberless visitors, who were
prompted by curiosity to venture out of the city to see us, although
the air was so piercing, that we were obliged to have a large fire burn-
ing in the centre of the room the whole day, and keep pretty near it ;
we, however, felt the cold much more than we should otherwise have

" # The anxious solicitude which the Umeers of Sinde displayed, in the first instance,
- through the Medfum of Dureeadna; and, ultimately, by their avowed agents, as will
appear in another part of this narrative, to frustrate our plans, and compel us to abandon
our ‘object by quitting the country with precipitation, is easily accounted for by that
jealous suspicion and disguised, though inveterate enmity and dread, which are the -
leading, and indeed it may be said, the only impulse of all their actions towards the
British government of India and its officers; and ‘of which it fortunately happened that
Captain Christie and I were fully aware, from being eye witnesses of their conduct
regarding the mission from the supreme government of India to them the preceding

Year.
+ A coarse kind of blankets,
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done from a want of - clothing ; and the men who had come with ux
from Lus.were rendered by it so utterly incapable of making the
least exertion, or bemg in any way useful to us, that it made us re-

solve on sending them back and hiring others. I was rather sur-
" prised to find that those from Bombay stood the cold better, although
. ‘Bela has a much inore inclement winter than that part of Hin-
- doostan. ‘

Our shivering party, including ourselves, formed s wonderful con-
trast to our sturdy landlord and his brother, who set off a little after
daylight in the morning to the adjacent mountains to cut fire-wood,
with which they returned late in the evening, bringing us a present
of a bag of snow, having heard us speak of it as novel; it was the
first I had seen, except at a distance on our route up, for nearly
seven years, and brought my native green isle, if possible, more
forcibly to my remembrance, with all its tender ties and dearest
hopes : the feelings attach an inseparable idea of home to any thing,
however unimportant, which we have been accustomed to behold in
our more juvenile days. At that time, removed as I was from even
the pleasures of a social intercourse with the civilized world, this
sentiment operated with still greater force ; and I contemplated the
snow with a mixed sensation of satisfaction and regret. Our land-
lord laughed heartily at the expression of our thanks for the treat
he had brought us: ¢ why,” said he, with the utmost simplicity,
% should you place such a value on a little snow ; if you will accom=
“ pany me one day to the mountains, you may see a whole country
“ covered with it.” I was, of course, silent, for it would have been
useless, as well as impossible, to Imve explained my feg}ings at the
moment to the person who addressed me.

11tk February We had a complimentary message from the Daro-
gha or manager of Meer Mustapha Khan (the brother of the Khan
of Kelat), regretting that indisposition precluded him from personally
shewing us any civility ; but, at the same time, requesting that we
would not hesitate to command his services, in case he could be of

use to us. We sent a reply, thgnking him for his politeness, and pro-
' G 2
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mising to wait upon-him the first time we went to -the city. Our
visitors to-day were quite. as numerous as the: preceding ene, and we
were vastly entertained with many parts of the conversation we had
with them ; they were in general Ufighans, of the tribe called Bau-
bee, who are settled at Kelat for purposes of traffic. They were
anxious to obtain information regarding the trade of Bombay; and
our Hindoo, being fortunately acquainted with the rates of that mar-
ket, was enabled to satisfy their curiosity.

Amongst them, a very well dressed man, called Fyz Mohummud,
said he had been on intimate terms with an English gentleman who
was formerly resident at Kurachee in Sinde. It was evident that he
had only introduced this obseryation from a wish to ascertain whether
we were really Englishmen or not, and if so, what our intentions
might be ; but we feigned total ignorance on the subject, and I sim-
ply answered, that I had heard from Soondurjee that the English had
once had a Kothee or factory in Sinde. At length they came to the
point by one of them declaring to his companions, in Pushtoo *, that
he had himself seen us both, the year before, with the envoy to
Sinde. We understood enough of that language to collect the mean-
ing of his words ; and, indeed, the look of astonishment with which
some of the others, who had not been apprized of the plot laid to
discover who we were, viewed us, would have been a sufficient inter-
pretation of them; we, therefore, strenuously denied the charge,
and were supported in our denial by the Jam’s men who happened
to be present, and who turned the idea into the ridicule which they
devoutly thought it deserved. The Puttan, however, seemed far
from inclined to withdraw his declaration, and was proceeding to
describe minutely the time and place in which he was, as Captain
Christie recollected, very correct, when Fyz Mohummud most op-
portunely observed, that there were many vicissitudes in life, and that
we were all predestined to changes of fortune. I suspect from this

. * The language spoken by the Uffghans.



ANECDOTE OF A BAUBEE. 45

remark, that he believed our attempt to refute the assertion that had
been made, arose more from an unwﬂlmgness to -acknowledge our
reduced circumstances and station in life, .than any other cause.
Whatever was his motive, we were very thankful to him, as it had
the effect of silencing the whole party, and obvxa.ted any further
discussion regarding us. :

These Baubees, though better mformed than t.he generality of
people I met with, either at Kelat, or in any. other part of Beloo-
chistan, did not appear to me to have the slightest conception of
the most common forms of life or society, out bf their own imme-
diate sphere of observation: if we spoke to them. of Kandahar,
Kutch Gundava, or any place that they had several times visited,
they were intelligent and ready to communicate; but when. any
thing or place: which they had not actually séen became the topic
 of discourse, they were as little able to take a part in it as an infant
of a year old; this seems to be very much the case with all the na-
tives of those parts of Asia which I have traversed, and I am.con-
vinced from daily experience, that unless they have an object in
view, they never think of making foréign observations and inquiries.
To this rule, doubtless, exceptions may be  found, but.I fancy very
few. The Hindoo, it is true, will tell you the readiest market for
his goods; and the Moosulman horse-dealer, I also admit, knows
where to go to purchase the best and cheapest cattle; but in- these
instances their avarice was concerned, and it induced them to inform
themselves. I have been here led to make these reflections, which
some will, perhaps, deem  inapplicable, by recalling two questions
that were put to.us, by the very person who had spoken of his inti-
macy with the Resident in Sinde, and who might, from that circum-
stance alone, have been supposed to know a little bétter: he very
gravely inquired if I knew whether the Firingee, i. e. European
governor of Bombay, was a Hindoo or a Moosulman? and a few
minutes after he made use of the word “ Company,” and wished to
be informed how old she was. At first I could not conceive his aim ;
but be soon explained it, by saying he had always understood that
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the « Company” was an old woman, with an immense deal of mony.
This absurd suppesition obliged me to explain to him, as far as I
could venture to do, and farther, perhaps, than he could compre-
hend, the nature of the Sirkar, or government, that Europeans called
the Company. To which he merely observed, that he had no doubt
but I was right, as he had latterly been reflecting on the extraordi-
nary age which the old woman must have attained since the factory
in Sinde, upwards of half a century before, was called the Company’s
Kothee.

The appearance of the Baubee merchants is rather prepossessing ;
all of that class wliom we saw were stout well made men, with
good features, and their manners rather polite and refined than
otherwise ; their dress, at this season (winter), consists of a Pyrahun
or shirt made of white cloth or coloured silk, a chintz Ulkaliq or
tunic *, quilted with cotton; a pair of blue silk or cotton trowsers,
very long and wide, and the better classes wear variegated worsted
socks ; their turbands are moderately large, being formed of a com-
mon sized Loongee, or silk cloth, under which they have a cap that
covers the whole skull: over all, when they go out of doors, they
wear a Posteen, or cloak made from sheep skins, with the woolly side in-
ward, an appendage of dress which gives an incredible deal of warmth :
they likewise usually carry in their hands, or tied over their shoul-
ders, a spare Loongee In summer they discard all the warm parts
of their dress, wearing Pyrahuns or shirts of thin calico, a tunic
of very light chintz, and, in lieu of the turband, many of them
adopt a quilted cap. In the evening we had a present of some dried
apricots from one of our Uffghan acquaintances, which we found
excellent, when they had been steeped three or four hours in
cold water; they are preserved simply by the stones being taken
out, and-the fruit then laid in the sun.

12¢h, 13th, and 14¢th February. The former was the coldest day

-~

* Vide Narrative of the 23d January (note).
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that had been felt at Kelat this winter, and we were indebted to that
circumstance for a quiet forenoon, as it prevented idlers from coming
out of the city to our house; we, therefore, took the opportunity to
write some letters to Bombay. The frost was so intense, that as I
was washing my hands on the sunny side of our house, at twelve
oclock in the day, the water was frozen instantaneously as it fell on
the ground. Towards evening it had all the appearance of a heavy
fall of snow, the air was thick and foggy, but it cleared off about
nine p. m. and froze hard during the night.

On the 13t4 a Ghiljyee * merchant from Heraut called upon us;
he had come down with a Kaffilah + of forty-two camels, laden with
asafoetida, and wished us to give him letters to Soondurjee at Bom-
bay, as he hoped that his good offices might assist him in the sale
of his goods.” He was very thankful for our immediate acquiescence
with his request, and even carried his gratitude so far, that he .pro-
posed to dispatch one of our pegple with his merchandize, and he
himself would go back to Kandahar and bring us whatever number
of horses we required: this was, however, an obligation which we
were by no means inclined, for many reasons, to place ourselves
_ under to him, and we politely declined it. On departing, he ssid
he would often visit us during his short sojourn at Kelat; and, ac-
cordingly, the next day, 14¢k, he again came, and chatted with us
for two hours. We had perceived in all our communications with
this man, that he believed us to be Moosulmans ; and before he left
us to-day, he asked us our caste and country. Having previously pre-
pered an answer, Captain Christie replied, without the least hesita-
tion, that we were descended from an Oozbuck family that had been
settled in Hindoostan for some generations. He was quite satisfied

-

* The Ghiljyees are a class of the Uffghans.

t A Kaffilah and Karwan (or, according to European orthogmphy, caravan), are
unally synonymous. I believe a distinction does exist, at least the Belooches and their
neighbours consider & number of travellers, with their property, to be a Karwan; but,
on the other hand, where all the goods belong to one merchant, they speak of a Kaffilah.

II
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of the truth of this, and only remarked that our colour was thus sa-
tisfactorily. accounted for. *

15th February. The tailor having brought home our new clothes,
we visited the city to-day, and, after strolling all over it, sat two
hours at. Shaloomull’s shop in the Bazar. We were so metamorphosed
in our Kelat habiliments, which were made after the fashion of the
Baubee merchants ; and I had practised with so much effect their
peculiar mode of tossing about the loose Loongee, which is frequently
carried in the hand, that an Uffghan came running up to me in the

street, and asked, in the Pushtoo language, when I meant to return
~ to Kandahar? To which our conductor replied, that I'had not deter-
mined ; and the inquirer turned away . without discovering his mistake.
This city, which is the capital of the whole of Beloochistan, and thence
called Kelat; or the city, by distinction, that word having that signifi-
cation in the Belooche dialect, is situated on an elevated site, on the
western side of a well cultivated plain or valley, about eight miles
long, and.two or three broad; a greater part of ‘which is laid out in
gardens and other inclosures. The town is built in an oblong square,
and three sides of it are encompassed by a mud wall, eighteen or
twenty feet high, flanked, at intervals of two hundred and fifty
paces, by bastions which, as well as the wall itself, are pierced with
numberless loop-holes for matchlock-men ; but there are no cannon
mounted at present, nor would the works, according to my judg-
ment, be strong enough to bear them in their present minous condi-
tion. The defence of the fourth side of the city is formed by the
western face of the hill, on which it is partly built, being cut away
perpendicularly ; on the summit of this eminence stands the palace
of Muhmood Khan, chief of Kelat, and now nominal Beglerbeg of
Beloochistan, commanding a distinct view of the town and adjacent
eountry. I had not an -opportunity of seeing the inside of the
palace; but, viewed from the outside, it appears an irregula.;‘ heap

~

* Many of the Tartars are as fair as Europeans.
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of common mud buildings, with flat roofs forming terraces, that are

protected by low parapet walls, pierced in the same manner as those
of the fort, with loop-holes.

" That quarter of the hill on which the Khan's residence is erected,

has been enclosed by a mud wall, with bastions : it is still kept in -

better repair than any other portion of the fortifications ; and on the
whole, I conceive this citadel, with very little trouble, might be ren-
dered more capable of defence than any other place I saw in Beloo-
chistan. The entrance to it is on the south-western side, and there
is constantly a guard of Toofungchees, or Matchlockmen here, and
at the city gates, which are three in number, and distinguished by the
names, Khanee, Kandaharee, and Belaee: the two latter are plainly
30, from the roads to Kandahar, and - Bela passing through them, and
the other is a compliment to the Khan. The houses, inside the
walls are upwards of two thousand five hundred, and the suburbs mpy
exceed one half that amount. They are built of half-burnt brick, ‘on
wooden frames, and plaistered over with mud, or Chunam*; generally
speaking, the streets are broader than those of native towns, and most
of them have a raised pathway on either side for foot passengers, and
an uncovered kennel in the centre, which latter is a great nuisance
from the quantity of filth and dirt thrown inte it, and the stagnant
rain water that lodges there, as there does not exist any strictly en-
forced regulations for keeping it clean. Another obvious obstacle to
the comfort and cleanliness of the city arises from the upper stories of
the houses frequently stretching across the streets, and thereby ren-
dering the part beneath them gloomy and wet. This is intended as
an attempt, though barbarous in the extreme, to imitate the covered
Bazars of Persia and Kabool, for on my remarking to a man who ac-
companied us through the town, the great inconvenience of it, he re-
plied, “ You must not judge of our Bazars until you have seen those
% of Kandahar and Heerat ; there they have whole streets covered
“ over, and yet no one ever thinks of finding fault with them.” I

* Mortar.
H
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was not, at that time sufficiently acquainted with the nature of the
Bazars he alluded to, to ridicule the comparison as it deserved ; and
the Belooche fancied he had quite reconciled me to my objectlons by
his sapient observation.

The Bazar of Kelat is extenswe and well furnished w1th every kmd
of goods;-flesh meat, vegetables, and the necessaries of life are pro-
eurable daily, and at.a moderate rate. The town is supplied with
delicious water from a spring in the face ofa hill on the opposite side
of the plain, whence it meanders nearly through the centre of it,
having the town and suburbs on one side, and on the other the gar-
dens. The stream from this fountain is so abundant that it turns
several water-mills before it runs a quarter of a mile: its source is in
a natural cavern in the rock, into which I walked ten or twelve yards ;
here the stream which is from two to three feet deep, clear as chrystal,
and very rapid, divides itself into four or five branches, and the reces-
ses from which they flow become so low and contracted that I could
not penetrate farther. I do not recollect either to have seen or heard
of a more luxuriant spring than this, and a remarkable fact attending
it, is that the waters of it, at their immediate issue from the smaller
channels possess a considerable degree of tepidity until after sun-rise,
when they suddenly become exceedmgly cold, and remain so during
the day.

The water-mills turned by this stream, are on the same principle
‘with all others I saw in Beloochistan, and are built immediately under
a bank ; or where there is no natural fall, an excavation is made to ob-
tain one. The wheel is vertical, and its action is. accelerated or re-
tarded by depressing or raising it according to the weight of the
water: this precaution is very requisite, as the rivulets are often swoln
to a great height by the rain or melting of the snow, and the millers
are then compelled to raise the wheel on a level with the water, which
would otherwise turn it with too great velocity. Some of the mills
have a second channel to discharge this exuberant supply,.but the
above is the most common method of remedying the inconvenience.
The greater half of the gardens in the valley of Kelat, were planted by
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the father of the present chief, and are perhaps not yet arrived at that
perfection which they may yet attain. They produce in plenty the
various sorts of fruit so common in oriental climates ; but as this
is a topic, the consideration of which, agreeable to the plan I have
laid down, more properly belongs to another place, I shall defer it for
-a future opportunity. _ i

The inhabitants of Kelat may be said to be composed of four classes;
namely, Belooches or Brahooés, Hindoos, Uffghans, and Dehwars ;
and as an explanation of their divisions into tribes, particularly the
former, is a subject requiring considerable detail, I shall dedicate the
subsequent chapter to the observations I have been enabled to make
upon them.
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HE Belooches, who form the great bulk, or perhaps, very strictly
speaking, the whole of the populationt hroughout Beloochistan,
are a people whose origin is so obscure, and whose history, like that of
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all other barbarous tribes, is so blended with romantic fiction and tales
of wonder, that I have found it exceedingly difficult to reduce either
the one or the other to any credible form. They are divided into two
great classes, severally known by the appellations of Belooche and
Brahooé,. and these two are again subdivided into such an infinite
number of tribes, who take their names from the most trivial circum-
stances, that it is morally impossible to account for them : the chief
under whom they serve, the district or country to which they belong,
or the tradition whence they derive their descent, are the most common
designations they assume. Between these two superior classes, the
leading distinctions that I observed were in their languages and ap-
pearance; and unquestionably they constitute the greatest that can
exist between men of the same colour and inhabiting the same nation.
The Belooche or Beloocheekee (so the language of the Belooches is
called), partakes considerably of the idiom of modern Persian, and at
least one half its words are borrowed from that language, but greatly
disguised under a corrupt and unaccountable pronunciation : the
. similarity of sound is, however, so very striking, that during my
journey amongst these people, I latterly understood from my know-
ledge of Persian, almost every sentence that I heard spoken in Beloo-
chee. The Brahooékee is, on the contrary, so dissimilar in its sound
and formation, that I never recollect to have remarked in it a single
expression in any way approaching the idiom of Persian. It contains
an extensive portion of ancient Hinduwee words, a circumstance
which will be explained in the historical account of this class, and as
it strikes the ear, bears a strong resemblance to Punjaubee, the dialect
spoken in that part of India called the Punjaub.*

The contour of the people of these two classes is as unhke in most
instances as their languages, provided they be the descendants of a
regular succession of ancestors of either ; but the frequent inter-

* T here speak alone of the sound, as I am equslly unacquainted with either of the
languages I venture to compare.
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marriages which take place among them, bave tended to such a de-
gree to blend together the peculiar characteristics of both, that in
many families, and even whole tribes, they have ceased to exist;
and, therefore, the offspring of such unions form a third class, who
may, perhaps, often differ to a trifling extent in appearance, from
their progenitors, although they are incorporated into one or other
of the classes. I conceive it here necessary to state again, what I
have done at the commencement of this chapter, in order to prevent
confusion, that the aggregate population is exclusively known by the
name of Belooches, which adheres to one of the two classes it
diverges into; but as they must be considered separately, I shall
henceforward always distinguish each as Belooches or Brahooés.

The Belooches, from the most accurate information I could ac-
quire on this perplexing subject, branch, in the first instance, from
 the original class of that name, into three principal tribes, called
Nharooés, Rinds, and Mughsees. The former, the Nharooés, prin-
cipally inhabit that portion of Beloochistan which lies to the west-
ward of the desert, and there are likewise Kheils, or societies, of
them at Nooshky, a village north-west of Kelat, and in Seistan: the
other two tribes, the Rinds 4and Mughsees, are settled.in Kutch Gun.
dava, a low country to the.eastwatd, at the base of the mountains, to
which fertile plain they-have emigrated at different periods, from the
province of Mukran, and have become incorporated with the Jeths,
or cultivators of the soil, as the subjects of the Khans of Kelat; a
few of them likewise reside in the hills to the north-eastward of
Kutch Gundava, and on the skirts of the desert north of Kelat. *

The subdivisions of the Nharooé tribe are about eight or ten, and
those of the Rinds and Mughsees each amount to many more ‘than
double that number. I annex a list of such of all three as I posi-

* For all the geographical points mentioned in this paragraph, I must refer my readers
to the Map. I am sensible of the advantages of detailed explanation as I advance, but in
a narrative of this kind it would be endless to subjoin notes on every place that is spoken
of in the course of it. '
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tively ascertained, with the names of some of their Sirdars or leaders;
and I am likewise enabled to add the avowed strength of a few of
them in fighting men ; but I am myself of opinion that it is much
exaggerated

Nharooé Belooche Tribes.

Names. Numbers. Chiefs.

1. Rukhshanees 700 . Mihrab Khan.
2. Sajadees : 450 Meer Shah Suwar.
. 8. Khasogees 150
4. Koords or Shuhedees 4500 Oolfut Khan.
5. Meengs or Minds 300 ° Shah Suwar Khan.
6. Urbabees 6000 Shah Mihrab Khan.
1. Mulikahs 250 Eesa Khan.

To the first of these the head of the class belongs, and the whole are,
in consequence of that, as frequently distinguished in common conver-
sation by that appellation as that of Nharooé. The authonty, how-
ever, which Mihrab Khan enjoys is merely titular.

Rind Belooche Tribes.

Names. Numbers. Chiefs.
1. Rindanees 8000 Sirdar Khan.
2. Goolumboolks 700
3. Poghs 800  Meer Saheb.
4, Jullumbaneés 800 ’
5. Deenareés 700  Fyzoollah Khan.
6. Poozhes 600
7. Kulooés 700
. 8. Jutooés . . 5
9. Doombukeés

10. Booledés - 900  Meer Syfoodeen.



11.
12.
18.
14.
15.
16.
17.

19.

21.

24.

O =T S Ok O N

9.
10.
11.
12.

Names. "'
Doankeés
Kharaneés
Omranees
Kosas
Changyas

‘Nousherwanees
‘Bugothees
18. ’

Mureés .
Goorchanees .
Muzarees

Direeshks )

. Lugharees

Loords
Chachreés

. Moundustreés

Names.

. Mughsees

Ubruhs

. ‘Lashareés
. Matyheés
. Boordeés

Oonurs .

. Nareés
. Jutkeés

Kullunduraneés
Moosaneés
Kukraneés
Jukraneés -

 BELOOCHES.
. Rind Belooche . Tribes — continued. -

Numbers.
80
1000
4000

" 150
100
700

8000
2500
oo

5000

1000

1500
1500

Numbers.

8000
3000
20,000
1000

200

4000
© 700
6000

Chiefs.

Meer Abbass.
Sabit Khan.
Shumsher Khan.
Meer Buhadoor.
Sikundur Khan. -

Futtuh Khan.

Jumal Khan. .
Mohummud Khan. .

Lushkur Khan.

Mughsee Belooche Tﬁbes.

- Chiefs.
Jaffer Khan.

- Qaem Khan..

Gholam Mohummud Khan.
Ally Mohummud.

Jullall Khan.

Dooreea Khan.

Noor Khan. :
Kureem Khan '
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Mughsee Beloocke Tribes — continued.
- Names. - Numbers. | : Chiefs,
18. Eesobaneés )
14. Jukrahs

15. Jullaneés.
16. Toorbundzyees

Of the Rind Belooches, the nine tribes last enumerated are those
that dwell in the hilly regions to the narth-eastward of Kutch Gun-
dava, and there might be, perhaps, a few others added to that class,
and likewise to the Mughsees, of whom I shall hereafter speak in my
account of the province of Sinde.

The Nharooés are commonly a tall, handsome, active race of
men, not possessing great physical strength, but adapted and inured
to changes of climate and season ; and accustomed to undergo every
species of fatigne. They are fearless of death, and, in battle, said to
fight with great gallantry, only requiring a leader to direct them to
the proper point for a display of their impetuous valour. Bound by
no laws, and restrained by no feelings of humanity, the Nharooés
are the most savage and predatory class ef Belooches; and, while
they deem private theft dishonourable and disgraceful in the extreme,
they contemplate the plunder and devastation of a country with such
opposite sentiments, that they consider it an exploit deserving of the
highest commendation ; and, steeled by that feeling, they will in-

* dividually recount the assistance they have rendered on such occa-
sions, the numbers of men, women and children they have made
captives and carried away or murdered, the villages they have burned
and plundered, and the flocks they have slaughtered when unable to

drive them off.

 The lawless incursions, during which these outrages and cruelties

are committed, are here called Chupaos; and as they are almost
always eonducted under the immediate superintendance and orders
of the chiefs, they form a very considerable source of profit to them.
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The depredators are usually mounted on camels, and furnished,
according to the distance they have to.go, with food, consisting of
dates, sour cheese,. and bread ; they also carry water in a small
leathern bag, if requisite; which is often the case in the midst of
their deserts. When all is prepared they set off, and march. inces-
santly till within a few miles of the point whence the Chupao is to
commence, and then halt in a jungul or some unfrequented spot, in
order to give their camels rest. On the approach of night, they mount
again ; and, as soon as the inhabitants have retired to repose, they
begin their attack by burning, . destroying, and carrying off whatever
comes in their way. They never think of resting for one moment
during the Chupao, but ride on, over the territory on which it is
made, at the rate of eighty or ninety miles a day, until they have
loaded their camels with as much pillage as they can possibly re-
move ; and, as they are very expert in the management of those
animals, each man, on an average, will. have charge of ten or twelve :
if practicable, they make a circunit, which enables them to return by
a different route from the one they came: this is attended with the
advantage of affording a double prospect of plunder, and also mis-
leads those who pursue the robbers, .a step generally taken, though
with little effect, when a sufficient body of men can be collected for
that purpose.

From this descrlptlon of Chupaos, which was given mé by several
different Belooches who had been upon them, they are evidently
services of great peril and danger. Many of the marauders, who are
separaged from their companions in the night and left behind, are
seized, mutilated, and murdered in the most cruel manner by the
exasperated inhabitants ; others are killed in the skirmishes which
take place, and some die from fatigue and want of rest. It might,
therefore, be supposed to require a certainty of. great gain, as an in-
ducement to the Belooches to risk their lives in such desperate under-
takings ; but so entirely is this reversed, that the Chupaos are often
unsuccessful, from the natives of the devoted districts having previ-
ous information, and taking means to repel them; and again, some

12



60 o BELOOCHES.

that succeed in a partial manner, barely repay them for the camels
that die during or after it from over-work. At times, however, the
robbers reap the reward of their intrepidity, and Mihrab Khan Rukh-
shanee told me that he himself once shared, from a Chupao into the
Persian province of Laristan, slaves and other spoil to the amount of
six.thousand rupees ¥, a large sum in the estimation of a savage.

The Rinds and Mughsees are less predal in their habits and mode
of life than the Nharooés ; but whether that proceeds from an innate
detestation of such outrages, or a dread of the Khan of Kelat, I am
unable to pronounce with certainty. I should, however, be inclined
to suspect the latter cause as operating more forcibly than the
. former ; for we find that the Muzareés, Direeshks, and other Rind
tribes, who live. in the hills, and are in a great measure out of the
immediate precincts of the Khan’s authority, infest the roads and
commit the most atrocious robberies and murders on travellers, a
practice more to be reprobated than even that pursued by the Nha-
rooés ; in extenuation of- whom I may observe, that -as they never
enter into any engagements, they always deem themselves in a state
of warfare with the surrounding nations, and the Chupaos I have
described, form their system of carrying op hostilities. The Rinds
and Mughseés resemble the Nharooés in size and stature ; and like
them, have good features and expressive countenances, but are not
capable of bearing an equal portion of hardships and labour.: The
climate of the country, in which they chiefly now reside, seems to
have enervated and deprived them of that energy of mind and body
which doubtless once appertained to them in their native, mountains
of Mukran, and which is still to be traced in the tribes already men-
tioned as inhabiting the hills. They are darker in colour than the
Nharooés, a circumstance also to be attributed to the heat of the
climate of Kutch Gundavee. The men of these two classes, or any )
of the tribes emanating from them, whom I met with, either during

* 750l. Sterling.
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my journey or since my return to India, did not strike me as differing
from each other in manners or appearance, and a stranger might
readily have supposed they were all of the' same class, which is not
the case with the Nharooé and its different ramifications ; but as I
shall have an opportunity, in the course of my narrative, of exempli-
fying the distinctions I perceived amongst them, I now proceed to
finish the sketch of the Belooche character, by describing those points
in which they all appeared to me to correspond.

With regard to religion, they are, with a very few exceptions to
the ‘westward, Soonee Moosulmans, and inveterate in their hatred
and enmity against the Sheeas *, under which persnasion, I am con-
vinced, it would be more dangerous to appear in Beloochlstan, than
even as a Christian.

The hospltallty of a Belooche is proverbial, and I found it equa]ly
conspicuous ‘in every part of the country which I visited. Among
them pilfering is considered a most despicable act; and when they
once offer, or promise to afford protection’ to a person who may re-
quire or solicit it, they will die before they fail in their trust. They
obey their chiefs with alacrity and willingness, but this obedience
seemed to me rather to result from a confidence placed on
the propriety of what they are ordered to perform, and a wish to
uphold the respectability of their tribes, which depends much on
that of the Surdars or chiefs, than from any feelings of deference
and respect that they entertain towards the latter; for I observed,
that in many instances, even under their immediate eye, they acted
as if they held themselves scarcely amenable to their authority. In
their domestic habits, the Belooches are almost all pastoral ; they
usually reside in' « Ghedans,” or tents, made of black felt, or coarse
blanket, stretched over a frame of wicker-work, formed from the

s The Soonnees are those Moosulmans who contend that the lawful succession to Mo-
bummud rested in the four Imams, Aboobukur, Omar, Othman, and Ali, while the
Sheeas as strenuously contend that Ali alone, as the nephew and son-in-law of the Pro-
phet, had that right.
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branches of the Guz (Tamarisk) bush: an assemblage of these Ghe-
dans constitute a Toomun, or village, and the inhabitants of it a
Kheil, or society, of which, from' the nature of their formation, it
is clear there may be an unlimited number in one tribe; and I know
half a dozen of instances where they exceed twenty or thirty: they
are commonly discriminated by a titular prefix, such as Umeerée,
Daodée, Surdaree, &c. to the word Kheil, as the Umeerée Kheil,
the noble society, Daodée Kheil, David’s society, &c. &c. This
complicated subdivision of the tribes into Kheils, is likely to confuse
a casual observer, and more especially from their changing, as they
often do, thejr distinguishing titles with their places of residence.
For example, when I was at Nooshky, on the borders of the desert,
there was a Kheil of Mingull Brahooés, (a people whose country is
to the southward of Kelat,) encamped about two miles off; and, on
my asking one of them his tribe, he replied, Mingull, and his Kheil,
Nooshkyée, or the society of Nooshky. It is right to add, that some
of the Belooches, particularly the Nharooé clans, prefer mud houses
to tents, and even live in forts; nor is it uncommon, in the western
parts of Beloochistan, to find one half the Kheil residing in Ghe-
dans, and the other in huts; I believe that the preference which is
shewn to the latter, is on account of the cold. ,
Their reception of guests is sxmple, yet impressive. When a visi-
tor arrives at a Toomun, a carpet is spread in front of the door of
the Mihman Khanu, or house for guests, of which there is one in
every town or village in Beloochistan ; the Sirdar, or head of the
Kheil, immediately appears, and he and the stranger having em-
braced; and mutually kissed hands, the followers of the latter suc-
cessively approach, and the Sirdar gives them his hand, which they
press to their foreheads and lips. So far the reception is conducted
in profound silence, and the parties now sit down, en which the
chief addresses thestranger, and asks him, four several times, how
. he does, to which the other answers in the usual complimentary
~ terms; he then inquires in the same manner for his family and
friends, and even for the health of his followers who are present, to
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whom the visitor turns, as if to appeal for information ; they all‘hod

assent to being in good health ; and the ceremony concludes, by the

new-comer making an equal number of inquiries for the welfare of
the family, Kheil or society, followers, and friends of the Sirdar.

By nature the Belooches are extremely indolent, and, unless occupied

by some favourite amusement, they will spend whole days in loung-

ing from one Ghedan to another, smoking and gambling ; many of
them are addicted to the pernicious custom of chewing opium and

Bhung *, but I neither met with, or heard of a single instance of
habitual ebriety, from spirituous liquors or wine ; in fact that species

of the vice of drunkenness seems to be unknown amongst them.

Their various foods are wheaten and barley cakes, rice, dates, cheese,

sweet and sour milk, which last they infinitely prefer; soup made

from dholl, or peas, and seasoned with red pepper, and other heat-

ing herbs, and flesh-meat whenever they can procure it, including

that of young camels, and every kind of game: of vegetables they

prize onions, garlic, and the leaves and stalk of the asafcetida plant,

which they roast or stew in butter, raw or clarified. They usually

limit themselves to one or two wives, and their chiefs four; but this -
totally depends on choice. Isaw men of the lowest station, who

had seven or eight living, and Mihrab Khan, chief of the Rukh-

shanees, had just espoused his sixteenth when I was at his capital.

They treat their women with attention and respect, and are not so

scrupulous about their being seen by strangers as most other Moo-

sulmans, although they by no means allow them to appear in public

at all times.

The Belooches keep great numbers of slaves of both sexes, the
fruits of their Chupaos, whom they treat with a kindness and liber-
ality that is quite gratifying to see. When first taken, they look
upon themselves as the most unfortunate beings in existence, and,
' to say the truth, the treatment they then experience, is of the

* Canpabis Sativa.
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harshest and most discouraging description; they are blindfolded

_ and tied on camels, and in that manner transported, to prevent the.f
possibility of their knowing how to return; the women’s hair, and

men’s beards, are also shaved off, and the roots entirely destroyed.
by a preparation of quicklime, to deter them from any wish to revisit

their native soil ; but they shortly get reconciled to their fate, and

become very faithful servants. .I shall relate an anecdote, which

will best exemplify "the footing..on which _they. live with their

masters. Captain Christie, speaking on.this subject, expressed

his surprize to Eidel Khan Rukhshanee, the Sirdar of Nooshky,

that the numerous slaves which he had, should work so dili-
gently, without any person to look after them. ¢ Why not,”

said he, * they are clothed, fed, and treated like the other mem-

« bers.of my family, and if they do not labour, they are well aware

« that bread will be scarce, and they must then suffer as well as our-

« gelves; it is their interest to have plenty, because they know what-

« ever may fall to my lot, they. get a share of it.” Captain Christie
assented to the justnéss of these ohservations, but added, that he
should have thought them likely to run away. ¢ Nothing of the

«-kind,” replied the old Sirdar, « they are too wise to attempt it:

< in the first place, they don’t know the way to their own country ;

« but even admitting they did, why should they wish to return?
« They are much happier here, and have less worldly cares; were

“ they at home, they must toil full as hard as they now do; beside °
% which, they would have to think of their clothes, their houses, and
“ their food; situated as they now.are, they look to me for
“ all those necessaries ; and, in short, that you may judge yourself
“ of their feelings, I need only inform you, that the severest punish-
¢ ment we can inflict on one of them, is to turn him about his
“ business.” '

‘The common dress of the Belooches is a coarse white or blue
calico shirt, open about fourteen inches down the front, buttoning
round the neck, and reaching below the knee; their trowsers are
‘made of the same cloth, or a striped kind of stuff called Soosee, and

13
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puckered round the ancles: on their heads they seldom wear any
thing except a small silk or cotton quilted cap, which is made to sit
to the shape of the skull, and over this, when in full dress, they add
a turband, either checked or blue, and a Kummurbund or sash, of
the same colour round their waists. The chiefs and their relatives
likewise appear in winter with an Ulkhalig, or tunic, of chintz, lined
and stuffed with cotton ; and the poorer classes, when out of doors,
wrap themselves up in a surtout made of a peculiar kind of cloth,
manufactured from a mixture of goat’s hair and.sheep’s wool. The .
women’s attire is very similar to that of the men, their shifts are
usually cotton cloth, dyed red or brown, very long, quite down to
the heels, open in front below the bosom, and as they wear nothing
under them, their persons are considerably exposed ; their trowsers
are preposterously wide, and made of silk, or a fabrication from that
and cotton mixed. The young women, both married and unmar-
ried, have a very ingenious method of fastening their hair up, by
dividing it into different locks, twisting them round the head, and
inserting all the ends in a knot on the crown ; it looks very tidy, and
at a' short distance I repeatedly mistook it for a cap. The old wo-
men tie handkerchiefs round their heads, flowered with worsted or
- silk. When they go abroad, both young and old muffle up their
faces so as not to be seen, but in their houses they are not, as I have
already stated, at all particular; and when I was at the village of
Nooshky, I was frequently in the Sirdar’s Ghedan, when his whole
family was present. '

A Belooche soldier, when armed cap-a-pee, makes a very formid-
able display. He carries a matchlock, sword, spear, dagger, and
shield, besides a multiplicity of powder flasks, priming horns, and
pouches ; the latter crammed with balls, slugs, flints, tinder boxes,
and other warlike apparatus, which, on active service, must encum-
ber him beyond conception ; they do not, however, seem to mind
it, and a warrior’s prowess is often estimated by the weight of his
accoutrements. They are all capital marksmen, and on that account
| in battle, avoid as much as possible, coming to close combat; but

: X
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when they have no alternative, they either throw away their fire-arms,
or sling them by the side of the camel, or horse on which they are
mounted. The best and most prized warlike weapons they have, are
of foreign manufacture. Matchlocks, swords, and daggers, .they get
from Persia, Khorasan, and Hindoostan: shields from the latter
country ; and for spears they are generally indebted to their neigh-
bours the Sindians. At Kelat there is an armoury for matchlocks,
swords, and spears, belonging exclusively to the Khan, but the
workmanship I saw from it was bad and clumsy.

The amusements of the Belooches are such, as we should expect to
find among a wild and uncivilized people: they are enthusiastically
- fond of every species of field sports; and much of their time is
passed in shooting, hunting, and coursing, for which latter purpose,
they bestow a vast deal of attention on the training of their grey-
hounds : a good one is valued at two or three camels, or even more,
and I was informed that the Khan of Kelat has been known to pay
to the value of four hundred rupees * for one dog. Firing at marks,
cudgelling, wrestling, practising with swords, and throwing the spear,
are likewise, all favourite diversions with them ; and neighbouring
Kheils cope with each other at these exercises: the four latter they
understand scientifically, and at the former, some of them are so in-
credibly expert, that I am assured they can invariably hit a target,
not more than six inches square, off a horse at full gallop ; and I can
positively affirm, that the different guides I.had during my journey
killed, at the distance of fifty or sixty yards, every small bird, such as
larks, sparrows, &c. they fired at, with a single ball ; nor did they
appear to consider this as any signal proof of their dexterity as
marksmen. Before I close this enumeration of their diversions, I
may describe a very hazardous, though popular one among all classes,
which they perform on horseback, and call Nezuh Bazee, or spear
play. A wooden stake of moderate thickness is driven into the
ground, and a horseman at full speed, pierces it with the point of his

* 50L Sterling.
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spear in such a manner, as to force it out of the earth, and carry it
along with him ; the difficulty and danger in accomplishing this feat, is
evidently augmented or decreased, according to the depth that the
stake is in the ground; but in its easiest form, it requires a violent and
dexterous exertion of the arm and wrist, combined with the most
critical management of the horse and spear at the same instant.

The funeral and marriage ceremonies of the Belooches, being such
as are prescribed and regulated by the Koran, unless in some minor
points in the latter, are therefore so similar to those of all other
moosulmans, that they require from me very little observation.
When a patient is supposed to be in imminent danger, a Moollah, or
priest, is called to explain and read the Koran to him, which he con-
tinues at intervals to do, until the sick person either gets better or
dies ; in the latter event, people are immediately sent for to mourn ;
and food is prepared at the house of the deceased three successive
days and nights, for such friends as choose to be present at the Fatihu
Khanee, or reading of prayers for the dead. To do this, is likewise
the duty of the Moollgh ; and whether the deceased was in affluent
or indigent circumstances, his relations are always very anxious to see
a number of guests on the occasion; and will distress themselves
greatly, to entertain those who attend. It appeared to me from the
verbal account I had of this custom, that it exactly corresponds with
the nocturnal watchings of the dead known in Great Britain by the
name of wakes ; the night is passed in the same revelry and joviality,
and although there is no intoxication, yet between gossiping and
eating, the Belooches do not fail to make merry, and a Fatihu Khanee*
would seem to a stranger to be any thing else than a mournful cere-
mony for the dead. With regard to their marriages, there are no
peculiarities, and consequently, the few remarks I have to make
upon them are equally uninteresting with the preceding subject.
When a young man wishes to espouse the daughter of a particular

* Fatibu Khanee, ljterally prayer reading, from Fatibu, a prayer, and the Persian verb
Khandun, to read. '
K 2
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Belooche, he commonly deputes his brother, or some other very near
relation to her father, to break the matter to him, and propose an alli-
ance; should the match meet with the father’s approbation, he gives his
consent, and thé preliminaries respecting the interchange of presents
are immediately concerted between the two parties ; this reciprocal
contract is called the Sang or promise, and although sometimes
made amongst the highest classes before the betrothed couple have
seen each other, it is considered of so sacred a nature, that it cannot
be violated under any circumstances whatever ; and should a person
thus affianced die, his brother is bound by the rules of honour and
propriety to marry the girl. The offering on the part of the lover
generally consists of camels, sheep, goats, or other live stock, and is
sent to the house of his intended father-in-law, a few days after the
conclusion of the Sang, together with a prepared entertainment suffi-
ciently large to include the whole Kheil, provided the young man’s
condition in life will admit of his going to that expence. It happens
not unfrequently, that the Sang is entered into before the girl is mar-
riageable, and in such case, the betrothed couple are permitted to
see each other at her father’s house, where the lover visits on the
footing of one of the family ; the girl is, however, on no account
allowed to go to the house of her intended husband’s parents, nor is
there any familiarity or even verbal intercourse * sanctioned between
them, except in the presence of others. As soon as the girl arrives
at a proper age to take upon herself the duties of a wife, the Uroos or
marriage ceremony is performed by a Moollah,in presenceof the friends
of both the bride and bridegroom ; thelatter once more feasts the
Kheil, in the most sumptuous style he can afford ; and remains as his
father-in-law’s guest for some days after consummation ; his mother-

* Among the Uffghans, the mother of a betrothed girl is sometimes known to connive
at the lovers giving vent to their mutual passions before the nuptials are celebrated. This
commerce is called Namzud-bazee, words expressive of giving a name, as the girl is then
considered by the mother as virtually espoused. The Belooches hold the practice in
%l';;t h::horrenoe, and I believe the father of the girl equally does so, even though an
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in-law then allows him to depart with his wife *, and on taking leave
he is presented with her dowry, as fixed by the Sang, which includes,
beside a greater or lesser proportion of similar stock to that given in
the first instance by the young man, a quantity of cloth, carpets, and
other household furniture, regulated according to the means which
the girl’s parents possess of endowing her. ,

In the course of my investigation of the foregoing point, and others
connected with it, I discovered among the Beloochés many customs
of the law of Moses, so much so, that their moral institutes relating
to marriage, seem to be exclusively derived from that sacred law-
giver, and they are so remarkably scrupulous in.their observance
of them, and correct in their general sentiments on those points,
that it is very seldom an instance of conjugal infidelity occurs.
Whether this coincidence may be the effect of chance, by the adoption
of customs and rules among themselves, or whether it may be attri-
buted to a more remote cause, is a question which my scanty acquaint-
ance with the origin of these people, renders me unable to solve;
tradition, both oral and written {, assigns to them descent from the
Israelites, as a branch of the Uffghans, but they strenuously deny
any connection with either, as an unfounded assertion ; however the
truth may be, the Belooches of the present day have certainly no
traces left of the mien or manners of Jews; still that does not
entirely annul the possibility of their being descended from such;
for admitting it as an ascertained fact that they were, we may readily
suppose that frequent alliances -with the Arab, and other invaders of
these countries, would have changed their appearance, though they
might still have preserved some of their ancient laws, of which the
following are instances that are not, to the best of my knowledge,
so expressly prescribed by the Koran as they seem to hold them. In

* The mother of the bride must see the proofs of cd#summation. A similar custom
is observed by the Armenians, but to a much more indclicate degree. It is clearly of
Jewish origin.

+ Vide 2d volume of the Asiatic Researches, page 74. 5th Edition.
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the event of the death of a young woman’s husband, his brother is
bound to marry her, and the issue of that union inherit the property
of the deceased: should there be no brother, the widow is at liberty
to select a second husband for herself, she being from the hour she is
married, removed out of the influence of her father’s authority, or that
of any of her other relations. The elopement of a married woman from
her husband, or a betrothed virgin from her father’s house being
accounted equally contrary to their honour and duty, in whichever
case it may occur, the death of the woman and the person with
whom she elopes is the only complete expiation they acknowledge
for it: they are both, however, said to be crimes unknown in
Beloochistan proper: a man may put away a wife whom he has mar-
ried believing her to be a virgin, provided he can prove to the con-
trary *; but it is very rare that an instance occurs of this law being
resorted to: the dlﬁiculty in satlsfactorlly proving the charge, and the
deadly feuds it would give rise to between families, restrain any at-
tempts at unfounded accusation.

The Brahooe or second great class of the natives of Beloochxstan
now remains to be spoken of, but as I have been obliged to charac-
terize it in most instances, while contrasting the Belooches and that
people, I have but a few brief particulars to add regarding them.
They are, as the Belooches, divided into an indefinite number of tribes
and Kheils, and are a still more unsettled wandering nation, always
residing in one part of the country during the summer, and emigrating
to another for the winter season: they likewise change.their im-
mediate places of abode many times every year in quest of pasturage
for their flocks, a practice which is rare amongst the Belooches. In
activity, strength, and hardiness few people surpass the Brahooés ;
they are alike inured to the cold of the mountainous regions of Be-
loochistan; and the heat of the low plain of Kutch Gundava. They
differ so much from (.h%Belooches in external appearance, that it is

® Deuteronomy, Chapter XXII. verses 18, 14, 15, &c.
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impossible to mistake a man of one class for a mémber of the other.
The Brahooés instead of the tall figure, long visage, and raised features'
of their fellow-countrymen, have short thick bones, with round faces,
and flat lineaments ; in fact, I may assert, that I have not seen any
other Asiatics:to whom they bear any resemblance, for numhers of
them have brown hair and beards. In husbandry and other domestic
occupations, they are laborious hard workers, and those who reside in
the vicinity of the plains to the southward of Kelat, till large tracts of
land, and dispose of the produce for exportation to the Hindoos of
Kelat, Bela, and Khozdar ; this and the sale of the cheese and Ghee,
made from the flocks, with a few coarse blankets, carpets, and felts,
form the only traffic the Brahooés enter into. Their food is the same
as the Belooches, except that they prefer flesh-meat to every thing
- else, and devour it in a half dressed state, without bread, salt, or vege-
tables; they are famous for having most voracious appetités, and
their flocks of sheep and goats, being very numerous and prolific,
enable them to indulge their inclination for meat by consuming a
greater quantity. They affirm, perhaps with truth, that in the cold
mountains which they inhabit, it would be impossible to survive during
the winter without a certain portion of animal food, which they deem
not only nutritious, but to havethe same heating properties that are
attributed to spirituous liquors in Europe, and to serve for this con-
sumption they accordingly cure a supply of meat the latter end of
Autumn, by drying it in the sun and then smoking it over a fire of
green wood : the meat thus prepared has by no means a disagreeable
flavour, and its taste may be very aptly compared to that of the rein-
deers’ tongues exported from Russia; it will keep for several months,
and when they store it up for the cold weather, the only precaution .
they conceive requisite is to place it so, that one piece shall not touch
another. : )
The Brahooés are equally faithful in an adherence to their promises,
. and equally hospitable with the Belooches, and on the whole I greatly
prefer their general character. From what I have already said on it,
it is evident that they are a more quiet and industrious class, and their
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habits are decidedly averse from that system of rapine and violence
pursued by the other ; nor can we fairly ascribe this to any sentiment
save a good one, for in personal bravery and endurance of privations
and hardships, the Brahooés are esteemed superior to the inhabitants
of all the neighbouring countries : their chiefs exercise a much more
despotic authority in the various tribes and Kheils, than among the
Beloochés, and the people are equally tenacious of their respectability,
though they obey them from a different feeling : in manner they are
mild and inoffensive, though very uncivilized and uncouth; but as
the latter is evidently the effect of a want of worldly knowledge and
guile, their awkward attempts to be civil please, because we see that
they are incited to make them by a natural propensity to oblige,
unaccompanied by any interested motive. They are free from the
worst traits of the Belooches, which are comprised in being avaricious,
revengéful, and cruel, and they seldom look for any reward for their
favours or services : their gratitude is lasting, and fidelity such, that
even the Belooche chiefs retain them as their most confidential and
trust-worthy servants.

The amusements of this class are so correspondent with those
already described of the Belooches, that I need not particularize them :
in general the Brahooés pride themselves on being better marksmen
than the Belooches, who admit the fact, and ascribe it to their having
‘more practice, for none of them ever quit their Ghedans, even to
go a few hundred yards, without a matchlock: they are likewise
good swords-men, but never use spears, considering them a useless
cumbersome weapon. A Brahooé always dresses in the same style,
and whether it be summer or winter, freezing hard, or under a verti-
cal sun, his whole cloaths are comprised in a loose white shirt, a pair
of trowsers of the same texture, and a felt cap ; the shepherds some-
times wear a covering of white felt, made so as to wrap round the body,
and come to a peak above the crown of the head ; this habit will
keep off a vast deal of rain or snow, and is exclusively used for that
purpose. The domestic life of the'Brahooés is simple in the extreme;
the men tend the flocks, till the ground, and do other out-door

II
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labour, in which they are, if needful, assisted by the women ; but
commonly the duties of the latter are to attend to the household
affairs, such as milking, making butter, cheese,and Ghee, and they also
weave and work carpets, felts, and coarse white cloth. They are not,
as I have previously remarked*, secluded from the society of the men,
but all live and eat together. Their dress consists of a long shift
and pair of trowsers, both of cotton cloth, and after they arrive at the
age of puberty they wear over the former a kind of stays, made to lace
behind, the fronts of which are decorated with ridiculous devices of
birds or animals worked in coloured worsted. In religion the Bra-
hooés are all Soonnitte Moosulmans, and their external forms of reli-
gion, marriage and interment, are practised according to the tenets
of that sect. I have therefore no remarks to add upon them, for
there seems to be nothing peculiar or observable in their attention to
them, unless I may note that the same simplicity that is so apparent
in the common occurrences of their lives, equally pervades their man-
ners with respect to these more important considerations.

Before I proceed to offer a few cursory remarks on the remaining
classes of the inhabitants of Kelat, namely Hindoos, Babees, and Deh-
wars, I shall finish this section by annexing the names of some of the,
Brahoo{ tribes, from which specimen the diversity of the whole will
be appreciated, and the consequent perplexity, if not impossi-
bility of making satisfactory inquiries will be more readily under-
stood.

Brahooé¢ Tribes.

Names. Numbers in fighting men. Chiefs.
1. Kumburanees 1000 Muhmood Khan.
2. Zuhreé 8000 Qadir Buksh.
8. Mingull ~ 10500 " Wulee Mohumud Khan.
4. Soomlareé 4000 -

* Vide Narrative 3d February.
&L
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Brahoot Tribes — continued.

Goorgunanee
Imam Hoosseinee
Koolche Bhugwa
Muhmoodaneé
Mooruha

Kooreé

Burjaeé -

. Rikeé

Punduraneé
Rysutko
Sherwareé
Rysanee
Neechareé
Bezunja
Shédjaoodeeneé.
Momasineé
Harooneé
Rodaneé
Sasoolee

Kuroo Chukoo
Bujaeé

Koorda

Nagrée

Kejun Booladee
Nusseer Rodanée
Chotwa
Khidraneé’
Meerwareé
Kuludaeé
Guloosooreé
Kolatcheé

Numbers in fighting men.

300
2000
500
500
1000
150
1000
700
3000
100
8000
1500
2000
1000

Chiefs.

Sheik Lohar.

Moola Mahomed.
Ruhmut Khan.
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" Brahoot Tribes — continued.

Names.
Laugeé
Kuree
Muhmood Shaheés
Debukeé
Rysaneé
Kysareé
42. Mooreé
43. Gudjagay
Jyaneé
Moosoowaneé
Sarawaneé
Surfuraneé
Poorjuhaeé
Koochka
Bhooldra
51. Bhooka
52 Rideé
53. Eeseeraneé
54. Mihranee
55. Jumalzyeé
56. Gwarraneé
57. Samozyeé.
58. Poatyeé
59. Chungozyeé
60. Dodyeé
61. Jaikho
62. Rodenzyeé
63. Hussuneé
64. Chumrozyeé
65. . M3orooeé
66. Bumbukzyeé

FEBB83B

SEBENSHE

-

Numbers in fighting men.
3000
1500
3500
4000

800
1000
© 800
200
60
1000
10000
2500
200
300
300
300
17

L 2

Meer Kysar.

. 15
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Brahooé T'ribes — continued.

Names. Numbers of fighting men. Chiefs.
67. Rahzyeé
68. Shadunzyeé
69. Shahozyeé
70. Kuntinzyeé
71. Rumuzanzyeé
72. Sherzyee

73. Goolzyee
74. Bungoolzyeé, &c. &c. &c.

Were it answering any ‘purpose I could at least enumerate twice as
many more, but the foregoing list includes the principal ones ir point
of numbers, and will suffice to prove the multiplicity of the Brahooé
tribes, to say nothing of the absolutely innumerable Kheils into which
they are subdivided : many of the preceding names are to be .ac-
counted for, while others have no rational meaning whatever. The
Kumburaneés are so called from Kumbur, the founder of the govern-
ment, and the ancestor of Muhmood Khan, the chief of all Beloochis-
tan. The Zuhrees and Punduranees inhabit the districts bearing those
names ; the appellation of Goorgunanees is, I believe, derived from
the word Goorg, the Persian for a wolf; the Sherwarees and Sher-
zyees in the same manner from Sher, a lion; the Haroonees and Kysa-
rees from Haroon Khan and Meer Kysar, hereditary titles adopted by
their leaders ; the Muhmoodanees from Muhmood Khan, the pre-
sent Khan of Kelat: the Jumalzyees, Chungozyees, Shadunzyees, and
Goolzyees, from the terms, Jumal, Chungo, Shadun, and Gool,
severally meaning, beautiful, good, happy, and rose, which joined to
the affix, zyee, a tribe or horde, forms the beautiful tribe, &c. ; and to
conclude, the Dodyees being formed of two tribes united, take their
designation from Do two, and Dyee, a nurse, the signification being
literally two nurses. To these examples numerous others might be
added, which an oriental scholar will easily recognise. - In' their con-

11 e .
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tinual migrations from one part of the country to another, the names
of inferior tribes I am led to imagine, are often.changed : I venture
to make this conjecture from having more.than once asked Brahooés
.questions regarding tribes, that I was certain had inhabited the next
-district to theirs.some years before, but of whom they avowed entire
ignorance, or said they must have then had another designation.

The Brahooés all intermarry with each other, except the Kumbura-
nees, regarding whom there is a peculiarity which does not attach
to any of the other tribes; that of being divided into three dis-
tinct gradations of rank, marked by the appellations Ahmedzyees,
Khanees, and Kumburanees. At the time I was at Kelat in 1810, the
former consisted of only seven persons, viz. Muhmood Khan, his son,
two brothers, a sister, his aunt, and cousin ; the Khanees are of the
secondary rank of chiefs, such as Meer Moorad Allee of Khozdar, and
his brothers : there are between twenty and thirty of this degree ; the
word Kumburanee includes, when they are thus particularized, all the
remainder of the tribe, but in common it is applicable to the whole
body. The Kumburaneés receive wives from, but do not marry their
daughters into other tribes. Some of the Brahooés and Rind Beloo-
ches stand on the same punctilio with each other, but for this I could
never hear any competent reason assigned, and I conclude it origin-
ates in their own imaginary pre-eminence.

The Hindoos who reside at Kelat are principally mercantile specu-
lators from the cities of Mooltan and Shikarpoor¥*, and are much re-
spected both by the government and people in general: nor is any mo-
lestation offered to them in the free exercise of their religion. They
do not, however, venture to bring their wives or female relations to
this city, an unanswerable proof of their not themselves, having that
entire confidence in the good faith of the government, which its tole-

- ration, and the encouragement it holds forth to them to colonize here
might - seem to authorize. Their numbers are very considerable, as

* Vide Note on these cities in Narrative of the 23d of January.
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they occupy between four and five hundred of the best houses within
the city walls, and many of them are likewise extremely opulent, but
notwithstanding all their wealth, and its concomitant benefits and com-
forts, it is easily perceived that the Hindoos of Kelat are a very mise- -
rable race of beings: their usual practice is to visit their native placé
once in thewcourse of three or four years, and sometimes oftener ; but
the life of sad privation which they lead in the interim, debarred of the
society of their wives and families, renders them gloomy, discontented
and sickly, and a more lamentable evidence of the venality and thirst
of gain inherent in the Hindoo character cannot be adduced, than in
these men, whom we see, even after they have acquired what would
be to them a vast independence, voluntarily sacrificing every rational
blessing and earthly happiness at the shrine of lucre. I have already
said that their religion is tolerated at Kelat, and accordingly they have
a pagoda and several Brahmins attached to it, who are maintained by
voluntary contributions, and a duty which the Hindoos, by an ancient
grant, are permitted to levy on goods entering the city ; this is called
Dhurum pysa or religious money, and its extent and origin shall be
hereafter mentioned. The Hindoos here are by no means strict in
their observance of the Brahminical laws, and I was astonished to
find, that both the Brahmins and their disciples eat every kind of flesh-
meat except beef, even though killed by a Moosulman : they like--
wise drink water out of leathern bags, and some of them wear caps
made of Bokhara skins, all of which are breaches of, and in direct op-
position to the strict religion they profess. Their dress is an Ulkha-
liq or tunic, made of chintz, tied on the right side of the breast, a
fashion by which that part of the costume of - all Hindoos is distin-
guished from the Moosulman’s who fasten theirs on the left ; a pair
of long tight pantaloons which come down to the feet, and a large
turband, coloured or white, according to the fancy of the wearer ; they
differ little in appearance one from another, having sallow com-
plexions with dark black hair and beards, the latter of which they are
accustomed to let grow ; their language is that dialect of the Hindu-
wee, spoken in the Punjab provinces, and they keep their accounts in
the same.
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I have in a preceding place* insérted a few desultory observations
on the Babees, whom I conceive. to form a.third class of the perma-
nent inhabitants of Kelat, but as they are not natives of Beloochistan,
and mareover are a tribe of no note whatever among their countrymen,
little further need be said of them; they are an industrious pastoral
set of people, the majority of whom dwell in the dominions of the
king of Kabool, and in the Douranee country t, where they pasture
their flocks and reside in tents ; some of them are also, as has already
been shewn, great merchants, and to follow their commercial avoca-
tions they quit their native wilds, and. settle in cities or towns: of
this last description are those at Kelat, and I have reason to believe
there are many similarly situated in the nortfxem, parts of the pro-
vnce of Guzeratte.

The Dehwars, or Dehkans, which words are synonymous, a.nd
signify v111agers, are the fourth and last class of those whom I have
described as constituting the population of the city of Kelat; they are,
like the others, not confined to it . alone, ‘and are to be recognized in
different districts of the country, under various names, which are
ordinarily those of-the places they inhabit: thus.those of Mustoong,
Teree, and Pringuwadh (villages north of Kelat), are not styled
Dehwars, but Mustoongees, Teereechees, and. Pringuwadhthees. Of
their.origin I have been unable to discover any certain traces; their
colloquial language is common, pure Persian, from which fact many
assert that they are the descendants of those people, who remained
bebind on Nadir Shah quitting Beloochistan in 1747; but on the
other hand, this is in a great measure confuted by our finding that

* Vide Narrative 11th February o

+ The Douranee are the first class ofUﬁ'ghans Ahmed Shah Abdalli was a Douranee, .
and the succession to the throne remains undisputed in his family; they are subdivided
into Oolooses or tribes, and the territory they inhabit is very extensive: Kandahar is the
capital of the Doursnee country, beside which there are other cities of inferior note. For
a detailed history of this nation as well as the whole of the Uffghans, I refer my readers to
the work just published by the Honourable M. Elphinstone, late Envoy to the Court of
Kabool from the supreme government of India, and now resident at Poonah, a gentleman
whose ability and erudition eminently qualified him for the task he has so well accom-
plished, and to whom I am equally indebted for his friendship and communications.
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a tribe answering to their description, was known in .that country
long previous to the invasion of Hindoostan by that monarch. Their
pursuits are agricultural, and those who reside in or near Kelat, are
bound to serve the Khan without pay ; to provide water, fuel, grass,
and grain, for his guests, their retinue, and cattle; to attend the
Khan himself on his hunting excursions in the neighbourhood, and
to furnish Kasids, or couriers, on all occasions when required on the
public service. In return for this vassalage, they enjoy various im-
munities, of which the most advantageous and desirable are, holding
their lands free of rent or taxes, paying no tolls upon the produce
on bringing it to market, being exempt from military service out of
the immediate district of Kelat, and having the privilege of grazing
their flocks on any part of it, except it be cultivated or enclosed.
In manners and appearance the Dehwars are distinct from all the
other natives of Beloochistan; quiet and harmless in disposition,
they seem happy to give a tacit acknowledgement to the superiority
that both Belooches and Brahooes, with whom they are not allowed
to intermarry, arrogate to themselves over them, as though it were
to prevent the possibility of disputes on that head. They reside in
villages, as their name imports, consequently never migrate, but cul-
. tivate the soil in the vicinity of them, disposing of the products to
the pastoral tribes and Hindoos. -Those who are removed to a dis-
tance from the capital, pay a small portion also to the chiefs under
whose authority, or rather protection they dwell. In stature and
figure the Dehwars are below mediocrity, nor are tﬁey in other re-
spects at all a comely race, their blunt features, high cheek bones, and
bluff cheeks, rather render them the reverse; but notwithstanding
their want of good looks, there is an artless, honest, and good-hu-
moured expression in their countenances, which is perhaps full as
" pleasing. They are civil and obliging to. strangers, but devoid . of
that spirit of hospitality for which the Belooches and Brahooes are
so justly famed. Although they furnish no quota of troops when
the Khan goes to battle, yet they are accounted so faithful and trust-
worthy, that a detachment of them is always on guard over his palace



TAUJIKS. 81

at Kelat, and likewise at the city gates.! They are Soonnee Moosul-

mans, and in religion and domestic habit so exactly coincide with

the particulars already given of the Brahooes, that it would be use-

less to treat more in detail of those points. They ridicule the

seclusion of women, adopted in most Mohummudan countries, as a

barbarous and unfeeling custom ; and their sentiments on this head,

and their treatment of females shew them to be more enlightened’
than any of the followers of the Arabian prophet I have ever conversed

with. Among the Uffghans there is a very extensive tribe, also well

" known in many parts of Asia, denominated Taujiks, whose charac-

teristics are described as corresponding so minutely with those of the

Dehwars, that I can see no doubt of the ancestors of both having

sprung from the same stock. The Taujiks are reputed inoffensive,

industrious, and observant of their promises or agreements, devoted -
to husbandry and pasturage, and having their abode in villages of
mud houses, that are by them called Dehs, and not Toomuns, which

last is the usual term in Uffghanistan. ,

Having now brought to a conclusion my own immediate obser-
vations, together with the result of my inquiries on the various
inhabitants of Kelat, I shall resume my Narrative, premising tl'lat
there are two or three additional classes, such as the Jeths of. Kutch
Gundava, the Mukranees, or natives of Mukran, and the Sindians,
or people of Sinde, who shall all be discussed when I come to speak
of those provinces.
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CHAP. V.

NARRATIVE RESUMED. =—— VISITORS. = MEDICINE. — DAROGHA OF MUHMOOD
KHAN, == LETTER. = PRESENT. — SECOND TRIP TO THE CITY. — MOTIVE. —
ACQUAINTANCES. = VISIT FROM A MOOLLAH OF KIRMAN. — CONVERSATION.
— DISCOURAGING ACCOUNT OF HIS JOURNEY. —— HOPES. — MOOLLAH’S PRO-
POSAL. — ACCEPTED. — BAGGAGE ARRIVES. —— CAUSES OF DETENTION., =
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BEZUNJA BELOOCHES. —— THREATS. — HOW RESISTED.
= ULTIMATE CONDUCT AND BOAST. — STEPS TAKEN BY THE UMEERS OF
SINDE TO DISCOVER THE AUTHOR AND HIS COMPANION. — DESCRIBED IN A
LETTER. — DETERMINATION IN CONSEQUENCE. = PREPARE TO QUIT KELAT.
—— DESIGNS OF OUR UFFGHAN SERVANTS. — HOW EVADED. —— LUDICROUS
SCENE ABOUT OUR MEDICINES. — MISTAKES MADE BY THOSE WHO WERE TO
TAKE THEM. — NOT FATAL.— HOONDEES OR NATIVE BILLS. — ROUTE DIS8-
COVERED. — RESOLUTION MADE IN CONSEQUENCE. — NOOSHKY. — HIRE
BRAHOOE CAMEL DRIVERS. — DILATORV CONDUCT OF THE HINDOOS. — OB-
JECT. = SUCCEED. =— REFLECTION ON THEIR DEALINGS. — AFFECTING STORY
OF A' YOUNG MAN. — HIS FATHER MURDERED. — ALLEGED CAUSE. — GREAT
MEDICAL FAME OF THE. AUTHOR AND HIS COMPANION. — REQUESTED TO
VISIT THE FAMILY OF ONE OF THE MINISTERS. — ACCEDE. — MOOLLAH’S
EXHORTATION. — AMUSING ACCOUNT OF CAPTAIN CHRISTIE’S RECEPTION IN
THE SERAGLIO, AND THE TERMINATION OF HIS VISIT. — THE DAROGHA OF
THE MINISTER COMES FOR MEDICINE. —. HIS RODOMONTADE. — LITTLE
ATTENDED TO. — ROBBERY IN THE CITY. — STEPS TAKEN. — THIEVES
CAUGHT AND PUNISHED, == HOW. — OBSERVATION ON IT.— OBLIGED TO
VISIT THE KHAN’S DAROGHA. — HINDOOS FIX ON A DAY FOR LEAVING KE-
LAT. — UFFGHAN’S INTERFERENCE. - INQUISITIVENESS OF THE DAROGHA. — '/
PROBABLE CAUSE, AND ADVANTAGE. — DEPUTATION FROM KABOOL TO
MUHMOOD KHAN. — ANSWER. — SURMISE. — FRIENDLY OFFER OF THE MI-
NISTER’S LADY. — ACCEPTED.

FEBR UARY 16th, 1'1th, 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st. 1 includy
these several days under one head, to obviate the necessity of,
writing a regular journal of each, as they passed without any thﬁ!
80 novel or interesting as to demand particular notice. We hadg as
11 i“ P
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usual, a concourse of visitors, some of whom were ‘very pressxilg to
obtain medigine from us; but for the present we' evaded their. im-
portunities, on the plea of our baggage not being arrived ; an exéuse
we had cause to regret having made, ﬁ'om the trouble it afterwards
occasioned us. On the 16th we had a visit from a most civil and re-
spectable man, a Darogha or overseer of Muhmood Khan, who had
arrived two days before from Kutch Gundava, for the pufpose of
procuring and carrying down to that place some articles that were
. needed by the Khan, who was preparing to celebrate his - marriage
with one of the daughters of Meer Moorad Allee of Bunker: he
told us, that having accidentally learned that two agents of Soondur- .
jee (with whose brother he had- Been long intimately acquainted), were
come up from Bombay, he thbught it right to pay his respects and
tender his services to us: we expressed our due sense of this civility;
and added, that we should trouble him to be the beare/of an Uree-
zuh * to his master from us, in which it was our intention to solicit
his sanction to our sojourning at Kelat or elsewhere in his dominions,
for some time. The Darogha replied, that it ‘1/ould give him much’
pleasure to take ch e71'ge of it, and that he wofld also a#kil himself of
the first favourable’moment td state our views to the Khan, who he
was configént would not hesitate in acceding to our request. On
the 18t again waited on us to get our letter, and Captain Christie -
then informed him, that we had been entrusted by Soondurjee with
a small present for the Khan, and proposed sending it down to the
Kutch Gundava, when our baggage joined us; but this he advised
us against, and said the most proper time to offer it would be on the

: Khan’s return to Kelat.

Our stay at this city had already been protracted much longer than
we had calculated upon, but the unforeseen delay in the arrival of
‘the servant, whom we had left with our things at Kohunwat, and for
whose safety we began to have serious apprehensions, prevented our

* Ureezuh, a petition, here means: a letter from an inferior to a supenor
M 2 :
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forming any decisive arrangements for.quitting it ; we became, how-
ever, each ‘succeeding day more anxious to obtain information on
the nature and geography of those countries through which our pro-
jected route was to lead us, and finding that the Hindoo who accom-
panied us from Bombay, was both injudicious and abrupt in making
inguiries on topics of that sort, we ourselves went. to the city a
second time an the 20th, for the purpose of doing so. Among the
tribe of merchants, travellers, fakeers, and fortune-hunters, to whom
we were introduced this day, was a Moollah, or priest from Kirman,.
the capital of the province of that name in Persia. He had come to
Kelat in quest..of a sister, who had been carried away during a. Chu. -
pao*, by the Nharooes of Bunpoor, and purchased as a slave by the
family of Sooltan Sahib, a confidential agent and adviser of Muh-
mood Khan. We invited this man to visit us at our house, in order
to interrogate him relative to his journey from Persia, accordingly
he made his appearance the following morning (the 21st), when -
we ascertained that he had. travelled from Kirman to Kelat by Bun-
poor and Kej , of which places and their inhabitants he gave us a
succinct account; but on our hinting at a proposition to him to re-
turn as a guide and companion to us, that we might purchase horses
in the Kirman market, he swore by Mohummud and the King’s
beard , that nothing human could persuade him to venture back by
the same route. « In it,” said he, “ a person has two alternatives,
“ and be who must choose either of them, the Lord and the Pro-
“ phet have pity upon him! the one is to wander in an uninhabited -
% waste, where neither water or food are to be had; the other, to
“ be among those dogs the Nharooes, where you are to expect to be
¢ annihilated every breath you draw.” He added, (with a fervent
prayer and hope that the'Almighty might confound the whole race)

* See an account of those incursions in the preceding chapter.

+ Bunpoor has been spoken of as the residence of the chief of the Nharooes. KeJ is
the capital of Mukran. Vide Map and 2d Part.

1 This is a very common oath amopgst the Persians,
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that they had seized his horse, and plundered him of every article he
was possessed of, not even sparing the clothes he wore. This recital
was rather discouraging to us, but we consoled ourselves with recollect-
ing the notorious disposition of all Persians to éxaggerate, on occasions
where their own personal exertions or safety are called into question,
and therefore trusted, in the event of our ultimately attempting that
route, that we should not find circumstances se deeidedly adverse as
the Moollah represented. We asked him no farther questions, fear-
ing to excite his suspicions, and when we had conversed on indif-
ferent topics for half an hour, he returned to the city, having pre~
viously volunteered to bring some Persian books another day, and
read to us, a proposal we most willingly agreed to, as it helped to
pass the forenoons, which were very dull and lagged sadly, from our
having no means of amusing or employing ourselves. '
22d February. This afternoon at three p.m. we had the gratifi-
fication to receive our baggage, and the Hindoostanee servant who
bhad the principal charge of it, gave a miserable picture of the
sufferings and distress of the party from cold and bad camels;
they had succeeded with vast trouble in advancing, (even at the
tedious rate they did) owing to the people of Khozdar dreading the
severity of the winter season at Kelat so much, that they could hardly
be persuaded to bring their cattle. This servant related, that after
our departure they waited two days at the Kohunwat, during which-
period, neither Ruhmut Khan, or the 6wner of the hired camels whom
we had allowed to go to his home, appeared, so-that there could
exist no question, but that the latter had received his clue from the Be-
zunjas : -the morning of the third day Ruhmut came with eight armed
men, and instantly demanded where we were ; he was exceedingly
irritated and disappointed, on being told we were gone on without
him, and asked half a dozen of times, whether we were merchants
or thieves, to elope in so infamous a manner: in the evening
he was joined by his brother Buhadoor Khan and the camel driver,
the last of whom made some frivolous excuse for his long absence.
Nothing could exceed the rage of the two petty chiefs, when
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they found we had escaped from their clutches; one instant they
were for pursuing and making us, as they said, repent the disrespeet
we had shewn for their authority, the next, they vowed the severest
vengeance upon us as we returned, but at length their deliberations

ended in agreeing to examine our baggage, on which they protested '
the Soong or impost would be at least one thousand rupees. Our
man acquainted them that its whole value would not amount to one
half that sum ; but that as to their Soong, under any circumstances,
he recognized no right they had to levy it, and had no orders from
us on the subject. ¢« Perhaps,” said Ruhmut, interrupting him,  you
% are not aware that we Bezunjas plundered and murdered the
¢ Moghul merchant in this identical spot*.” ¢ You must not,”
replied our Hindoostanee man, ¢ think to treat us in the same
“ style, or suppose that we four or five armed men will so tamely.
“ resign our lives and master’s property, as the pusillanimous
% Moghul.” The Bezunjas seeing him resolute, protested they had
no idea of using any coercive measures, and begged our people to
take off their swords and make themselves easy, as they would guard
the baggage throughout the night : to this the servant rejoined, that it
was customary with him and his fellow-travellers to be always Kumur-
bustu t (prepared) during a journey. At last, finding our people
immoveable, and having nothing to eat, the Bezunjas resolved to go
back to their homes, and entreated to have four rupees worth of
white cloth, which was given to them ; their leader (Ruhmut) then
said, that there was no occasion for his convoying the baggage, as
the road was perfectly secure without him, and that though they
had lacs of rupees, no one would dare to molest them when they had

* This is a fact. They attacked a Moghul merchant, who made no resistance, and put
him to death with his whole party: the Khan of Kelat was so incensed at this outrage, that
he sent for Ruhmut Khan’s father to meet him, half way to Kelat, and killed him with forty
of his tribe.

+ _The word Kumurbustu conveys a meaning for which our language affords no exact.
expression. It signifies in this instance, determined in mind as well as armed. Itis de—
rived fromKumur, the waist, and Bustun, to tie up.
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his permission to ‘pass ; after this bravado, he and his 'mjrmidons
mounted their horses and camels and rode off; and our people pro-
oeeded on their jougney next morning at day-break.

On reaching Khozdar, they found that Meer Moorad Allee had
written to his Naeb or deputy at that town, to send us down to Kutch
Gundava, where all the horses in the country were then collected ;
this plan, whether formed to befriend us or otherwise, was anticipated
by our having travelled so expeditiously ; it however proved fortunate
in the end, as his Naeb deputed a man to attend the baggage to
Kelat, who was very useful at Soherab, where the Darogha of the
village insisted on every thing paying custom, and was otherwise dis-
posed to interfere, when Meer Moorad Allee’s man produced that
chief’s letter, directing our being treated with every attention and hos- -
pitality, which silenced the tax-gatherer in'a moment.

A Kasid or messenger had overtaken our servants at Khozdar with
a letter from Soondurjee’s agent at Bela ; from it we learned that four
or five days subsequent to our quitting Sonmeany six men came there
from Kurachee in Sinde for the purpose of discovering who we were ;
that on hearing we had left it for the interior, two of them went back
to-Kurachee and the others followed us to Bela, whence we had like-
wise fortunately set out previous to their arrival ; they therefore waited
on'the Jam, and in public Durbar desired in the name of the Umeers
of Sinde to know who we were, and on what business we had proceeded
to Kelat. The Jam briefly acquainted them that he had not thought it
necessary to inquire either our names or views, but that he had heard -
from rumour that we were the agents of Soondurjee, and gone to
Kelat on his business. Much chagrined at this unsatisfactory account
of us, the Sindians went off to Hyderabad * to lay their information
before the Umeers. On a perusal of this letter it no longer remained
dubious that they would persevere in their efforts to have us seized

¢ and foreibly sent or ordered out of the country ; and though we were

* The capital of Sinde,



- 88 PREPARATIONS TO QUIT KELAT.

apprized of the want of cordiality between Muhmood Khan and those
chiefs, yet it was impossible to foreseg what steps he might be induced
to take by their misrepresentations: it therefore seemed highly ad-
visable for us to quit Kelat with the least possible delay, and in order
to account for this sudden resolution, and the preparations necessary
to give it effect, we gave out that Soondurjee had written to us to go
to Kandahar and Heerat*, and return with what horses we could pro-
~ cure at those places on the opening of the spring.

To augment our various perplexities at this moment, we heard that
the two Uffghans had been constantly squabbling with our people,
and that st Khozdar they had even publickly avowed, we: were
not merchants but spies, : who were deputed expressly to see and
examine the country; that we meant to go to Kabool or Pesha-
wurt to see the king, and eventually to Persia. The Darogha of
Meer Moorad Allee, who was present when these affirmations were
made, mentioned them to our Hindoostanee servant, and advised
him’ to caution us against these vagabonds, who we afterwards dis-
covered had made a compact, to insist upon our giving them a
camel each, as a bribe for their silence. This villainy was suffi-
cient to point out the absolute necessity of parting with them, but
it also shewed that it must be done with prudence, and Captain
Christie therefore merely warned them, that he was aware of the
infamous falsehoods they had been guilty of asserting, and re-
minded them that if they expected any reward from Soondurjee,
they must be more circumspect in their disclosures in future. They
of course denied the whole charge, but promised in other respects
to abide by our instructions. In the afternoon the Kirmanee Mool-
lah brought the Persian poem of Yoosoof and Zulee Kha}, and read
to us for a couple of hours : our landlord who was a Dehwar, and con-
sequently understood Persian, with several of our neighbours joined

. * The capltal of Khorasan. Vide Map..
4 Cities in the Uffghan dominions at which the court is usually held.

1 The Loves of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife.
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- the group, and were highly gratified by the Moollah’s performance ;
he read extremely well, and seemed quite enraptured with his subject.

23d February. It was noised throughout the city this morning;
that our baggage had at length reached us, and by breakfast time we
were overwhelmed with applications for medicine; which continued
without intermission till the evening :- the askers would take no ex-

cuse, and to a by-stander it would have afforded a most ludicrous 4

spectacle, to have seen Captain Christie and myself encircled by
crowds, who. fancied themselves afflicted with every-disease  .that
issued from Pandora’s box, all of which, and their diagnostics they
were describing at the same moment, and that too in a jargon which

neither of us could clearly understand : we presently reduced them to

gome order, and being not only willing to oblige, but anxious: to
acquire friends by doing so, we dispensed the medicines: with a
liberal hand according to the best of. our judgments, trusting, in no
small degree, to the effect of our nostrums on the imagination.
Some of our patients committed the most absurd mistakes, the.conse-
quence of not comprehending our directions, or not choosing to con-
form to them: one man began to drink a bottle of eye water, and re-
turned to tell us that it had operated as an emetic, others swallowed
what we had given them as external applications, fortunately without
any bad effect ; but the most serious blunder was that of a miller who
lived close to us, and who took at one dose a.very large quantity of
aperient medicine, which nearly killed him ; he had been told to
divide it into seven or eight parts, but hoping to derive the same
benefit by adopting a less tedious mode, he confessed he had, knowing
our injunctions, mixed and drunk it off.

24th February. We ordered our Hindoo this day to have Hoon-

dees,  or native bills of exchange, prepared in our favour on Soon-

durjee’s correspondent at Heerat in Khorasan, and likewise the cities

of Kirman and Yezd, in Persia; but he found it impossible to get

them on either of the latter places. His inquiries, however, led to

a discovery, that ultimately proved of’the highest importance to us
N
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regarding the routés through Seistan * into which track we resolved
to penetrate ; and, as all the roads thither appeared, agreeable to the
most exact intelligence we could gain, to unité at a village called
Nooshky, :sixty or seventy miles north-west of Kelat, our first plan
was to'ge .there, and thence advance as might be expedient. The
men whom the Jam at Beld had ‘provided us with, declared that
they wished to take their discharges and return to their native town :
this resolution exactly tallied with the scheme we had long formed,
of sending them back before we finally quitted Kelat ; and, agreeable
to their request, they were all paid .off, and a letter transmitted by
them to the Jam : we hxred four Brahooes as camel-drivers 1nstead of
them. '

- 25th, 26th 2'1th and 28th ,February The dllatonness of the Him
doos who were to draw out our bills on Heerat, and the manifold
obstacles they threw in the way of our getting them elsewhere,
doubtless with the design, in which they at length succeeded, of
charging us extravagant exchange and brokerage, kept us in a con-
tinual state of suspence and indetermination for the last three or four
days 5 once, they even declared that we could not procure them on
any terms, unless we agreed to stay at Kelat until Shaloomull wrote
to Shikarpoor t, and received an answer. As.this would have occupied
three weeks, -Captain Christie peremptorily refused to comply, and
after much altercation and subterfuge on-the part of the Hindoos,
we were forced to put up with the gross imposition of paying five and
8 half per cent commission, exclusive of the regular exchange of the
day. We were much chagrined at this, but looked upon the loss of
some hundred rupees as very secondary to getting clear of Kelat.
Such conduct is quite in unison with the commereial ideas and
dealings of all Hindoos; they would never dream of construing this

* A province of ancient Persia, now independent.

t A town on the frontiers of Sinde within the Uffghan territories, famous for its com-
merce and Hindoo population.
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transaction in any other way than a fair.and unexceptionable mode
of realizing a sum of money by the pressing wants.of another persom:
Soondurjee’s agents; believing it to bé: on his account,-of ' course
exerted themselves to make the most: advantageous agreement, but
the other party saw our impatience and: took care to profit. by it. .. .
.. On the 26¢k, a decent old man came and begged, with. tears in his
eyes, that we would accompany him -into: the. city to pay a:medical
visit to a sick person, whom we found in’' a:most ‘emaciated, weak state.
We prescribed a little medicine for him, but it was of no avail, as he
died four or five days afterwards; we were, however, glad to hear
that we were not censured -as the cause of his demise, which was
generally supposed to have been occasiened by & slow kind of ‘poison,
that one of his five step-mothers had administered to him. -On:first
visiting him, we had been surprised to see him, though immured:-ia
& miserable low hovel, very elegantly apparelled, and attended by s
number of servants, and on enquiry he proved to be the sonof
Rokoollah Beg, a Babee merchant of immense wealth, who had been
put to death about a fortnight  before, at ‘Kutch Gundava, by Meer
Mustapha Khan, the brother of the Khan of Kelat. The melancholy
state of this young man, in whose manners and address there was
something superior, excited our euriosity as well as commiseration, -
and urged us to investigate the particulars of his father’s ‘case. - We
were told, that Meer Mustapha Khan having long: suspected: him. of
carrying on a treasonable correspondence ‘with Futteh -Khan, ‘the
minister of Shah Muhmood (at that time one of the: eompetitors for
the throne of Kabool), had gone one night -to his house at Kutch
Gundava, and, assisted by four servants, ‘literally cut him in. pieces.
This atrocious and cowardly act, for the Babee was-an old defencéless
man, caused a very considerable ferment and murmur among;all classes
of the people, as the execution (if such it may be cdlled) of & man of
so much consequence, was an, unparalleled event. - The :Meer too
had instantly dispatched a messenger to Kelat, directing the detention
of Rohoollah Beg’s sons, and the seizure of all his property, which
order gave good reasen to many for averring, that the opulence of the
' N 2
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unfortunate man was his only crime. However that might have
been, it was strictly obeyed; his dwelling and warehouses were
taken possession of by the Darogha of the Meer, and an inventory
made and transmitted to that chief of the valuable articles they con~
tained, which were said to have exceeded thirty lacs of rupees*:
two sons were imprisoned, and the third, being then dangerously ill,
was allowed as a great favour to reside in the hut where we attended
him, under a guard of matchlock-men.

The Kirmanee Moollah was now a daily visitor, and one whom we
‘were always glad to see and welcome, being a very conversable
intelligent companion. On the 27tk he was accompanied by five
very smart boys, the sons of Sooltan Saheb, one of the Khan’s
Wukeels t. The eldest of them presented us with a small box of
delicious grapes, packed in layers of cotton; and previous to their
going away, he told us that he had been desired by his mother, whe
had heard of our fame as doctors, to request that we would see his
two sisters, who had been indisposed for some time. After a little
importunity, which we thought it as well to allow him to make, to
enhance our acquiescence, Captain Christie consented to wait omn
the family the next day, and it was stipulated that the Moollah should
come, and conduct him to the house. He accordingly made his
appearance very early on the 28th, and we .then perceived, that he
was more desirous than ourselves for the enhancement. of our medical
skill, trustiné through our mediation, to obtain the enfranchisément
of his sister, who, I have already stated, was a slave in the house:
« Take your book under your arm,” said he to Captain Christie * and
« feel the lady’s pulse, and then observe, that it will cost a vast deal
« of money to procure the necessary medicines, You must likewise
« recollect, on no account to grant them any prescriptions until you
* have bargained, what sum you are to receive on the daughters being
« restored to health. Their father is possessed of incalculable wealth,

* 375,000l. Sterling.
" § Wukeel, in Beloochistan, lsspenonwho transacts every kind of business for mother
11
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« and if you demand it, they will be happy to give you two or three
“ hundred rupees for each cure.” After this exhortation, Captain
Christie and the Moollah set off, and as the scene was admirable
which ensued, I cannot do it greater justice, than by giving the
particulars of it in the words of my late friend; as extracted from his
journal :

“ On our arrival at the house,” writes Captain Christie, ¢ we were
“ kept waiting in the court-yard a few minutes ; I was then welcomed
% by the Darogha or steward, and invited up into the Haram; on
« entering the apartment, the lady of Sooltar Saheb rose up to
“ receive me ; she was a tall thin figure, dressed in a loose brown
« shift, open in front, coming down to thé heels. I seated myself
% by her on the Numud (felt), and the slave girls ranged themselves
« opposite. After many apologies, she submitted the case of her
« eldest daughter, about fifteen years of age, troubled with cutaneous
« disorders ; she stretched her hand out from under a cloth that I
« might feel her pulse, but I could not obtain a sight of her face;
« her figure, as far as I could judge when she raised the cloth to
« put forth her arm, was small but elegant. It appeared to me that
« her disease originated in eating dates and other saccharine and
« heating food, and I prescribed accordingly: they considered it a
« hardship that I stinted her allowance of meat, which to a Brahooé
« lady was a great deprivation. The next case brought before me
« was another daughter, a beautiful girl of twelve years of ‘age, that
« had weak eyes, and it excited a little mirth among them when I
« innocently asked to see them ; however, they instantly consented,
« and she unveiled as lovely a face and form as ever was beheld : all
« ghe required was a little eye-wash, and I agreed to send it to her.
« T had taken my watch out of my pocket whilst feeling the eldest
« daughter’s pulse, to give a greater air of science to my acts, and
« unguardedly trusted it into the hands of the Darogha, a fat Mool-
« tanee Hindoo *, who, with all the impertinent stupidity inherent

* A native of the city of Mooltan.
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% in his cast, opened it, and the first notice I had of my misfortune
% was the watch running down. I looked up.. Ah! said I, Koo-
« rumsak ! (rascal) you know wot the mischief you have done. - He
< layghed, although confused, and told me to set it right by the skill I
«.possasied. Stop Lallakoo*, said the old lady, as I was rising to
% quit the house in a passion, I have a son fourteen years old, .and
s wish you to give him .medicines. to strengthen him ; le"is now
% about to be married, but he is thin and puny, I 'want you to pre-
¢ scribe for him .that he may acquire bore and muscle, in fact, to
% make.a:man of him, you know what I mean ; here the slave girls
% tittered : of course (she continued, first addressing herself to them
' and then to ine) the physician is my brother, why should T disguise
¢ any thing from him?* But it grows late, and. I have caused 'you
« much troublé. . I took my leave, glad to escape from suchi trouble-
% some cases, but at the lower gate I was attacked by all the slave
¥ girls, one wanted medicine for her eyes, another longed for a
¢ child, a third had got ‘the Bad, or wind 1 ; however, T came off
s without waiting to heat one half of their complaints, and hastening
“ down the Bazar, mingled among the Uffghans, where the slave
% girls (two or three of whom still followed) soon lost sight of me.”
About: an hour after Captain Christie came home, a Darogha of
Sooltan Saheb followed to receive the medicines, which were given to
him : he talked in a:very bombastic style of his master’s power -and
authority, and assured us that his interest was so great, that if we suc-
ceeded in making him our friend, there was no impediment or obstruc-
tion to our mercantile views that it would not be jn his power to re-
move, and that he had only te request the Khan to remit the duties
on our goods, to have it immediately complied with. We professed our
satisfaction at the probability of our being instrumental to the reco-

.~® An expression of endearment, synonymous with darling, pet, &c. :
.t .This is a.very common explanation of a disease amongst Asiatics: whenever they are
at a loss, they say they have got the Bad or wind. It usually means rheumatism.
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yery of the two daughters, whom Captain Christie had seen, though
the truth was, that our wish to be so was not in any way augmented
by the rodomontade of the Darogha, and our departure from Kelag
was 30 certainly to be taken before Sooltan Saheb could in any way
befriend us, that we had no longer any inducement on that score. -

1st and 2d March. There was a grand hubbub and uproer in the
city on the morning of the 1st, owing to the:house.of the late Roohool-
lah Beg having been broken into the preceding night, and plundered
of shawls and other valuable merchandize, to the amount of forty-five
thousand rupees. It was clear from the precautions they had ‘observed,
- that the depredators were no strangers, and as a part of the stolen
goods must have been removed on camels, and the fort gates were
shut all night, there was a proclamation issued by the Khan’s Naeb,
or.deputy, prohibiting any person, on pain of tonfinement,. from tra-
velling for the space of three days on.any of . the roads within twenty
miles of Kelat. Four men, however, who turned out to be the thieves,
were apprehended the succeeding night in -attempting to lower.some
of the booty over the works, where they had camels ready to remove
it.. The Naeb reported the transaction to the Khan, and in the inte-
rim, by his own orders, they were most severely flogged, their beards
were singed off, and they were tied back to ‘back on two camels, and
thus conveyed through the streets, with a kettle drum beating in front
of them, exposed to the insults and indignation of the populace, who
did not confine themselves to mud, eggs, and such other harmless
missile weapons, but pelted them so soundly with stones, billets of
firewood, and-brickbats, that they were carried back to prison deplo-
tably mauled: Their case, it seemed, was much aggravated by their
being ‘dependants of Meer’ Mustapha Khan, who had always tredted
them with marked kindness and confidence ; but exclusive of this,
the natural detestation of the Belooches to any species of private rob-
bery was alone sufficient to secure them the chastisement they ex«
perienced. . : .

A person who dropt in on the 2d, apparently as a casual v1s1tor,
reminded.us of a promise we had made a day or two subsequent. to
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. our arrival at Kelat, of calling upon the Darogha of Meer Mustapha
Khan, who we learned, though still indisposed, had been daily ex-
pecting us, and was highly affronted at our want of respect towards
him. We attempted to excuse our neglect on the plea of not wishing
to intrude ; but the Darogha’s servant, for such our remembrancer
proved, was not so easily satisfied, and we had to yield an assent to his
proposition of paying our respects to his master the following morning.
We had resolved on quitting Kelat on the 4¢4 instant, and packed the
flour and dates for our journey into the Koorzeens* ; but in the after-
noon of the 2d all our Hindoo acquaintances came in a body and pro-
tested that we should not go until the 6th, which being the first day
of the new moon was looked upon as a very lucky hour. The two
Uffghans were present during this visit, and discovering that we
shortly meant to be off, they spoke to Captain Christie, and were very
solicitous to be made acquainted with our plans ; however, that officer
managed to persuade them that we should not, at all events, move for
ten days, or perhaps more. They next began to advise our going direct
to Kandahar, and thence to Heerat, observing that our travelling by
an unfrequented route like that of Seistan, would excite suspicion, and
eventually come to the ears of the king of Kabool, or his minister, who
would take measures to stop us at Furraht: we were much too well
apprized of the villainy and sinister intentions of these fellows to pay
any regard to their counsel, though we made a feint of doirg so,
and said we would ponder well ere we decided on any particular
road.

3d March. We saw the Darogha of Mustapha Khan, who was more
polite than we anticipated, after what had occurred yesterday : he said
he was ready to procure us any thing we might stand in need of, asked
numberless questions about our future intentions, whether we pur-

¢ Akind of saddlebags, either for horses or camels, made of coarse carpet, and laced in
the centre.

+ A town of Khorasan, half way between Kandaher and Heerat. Vide map.
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;poséd to go on to the northern countries, or remain at Kelat? What
number and description of horses we required ? If we were trading
for aurselves, or by whom employed? Our replies to all which he
noted. down as we made them on a piece of paper, and in fact from
his whole conduct to us, there could not be a doubt but that he had
lately been instructed by the Khan or his brother to ascertain who
we were. We left him seemingly quite convinced of our pretensions
as horse-dealers, and had it been likely we should stay much longer
in Muhmood Khan’s territories, the Darogha’s report of us to that
chief might have had a very favourable result, in enabling us to
carry on the disguise we had assumed, with still less probability than
before of a discovery. Among the other news of the day, he men-
tioned that a party of fifty horsemen had passed through Kelat the
preceding évening, on their way from Kandahar to Kutch Gundava,
to claim, on behalf of the minister of the King of Kabool, the re-
lease of the family, and restoration of the effects of the late Roohool-
lah Beg. This interference tends to establish Meer Mustapha Khan’s
avowed reasons for putting the Babee metchant to death, as well
.founded ; and it must be added, in justice to that chief, that he has
ever been reputed a very just governor. We afterwards heard that
this mission did not succeed, as Mustapha Khan returned a verbal
answer to the minister’s furman *, informing him in the coarsest lan-
guage, that he was an ignorant brute, for even fancying that he would
be weak enough to pay any attention to his commands, and recom-
mending him not to depute any of his people again on such errands,
if he had any regard to their being treated with common politeness.
In the evening we received a message from the lady of Sooltan Saheb,
desiring that we would send any valuable property we might have
with us to her house, where it should ‘be taken the utmost care of,
as it was dangerous to keep it outside on account of the thieves: we

*A Fnrman means & royal mandate, but was here applied in derision to the minister’s
epistle.
o
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thanked her for this offer, and although in truth we had nothing
of any value, we pretended to ‘take advantage of it, and dispatched
our Hindoo with a bundle of old clothes, not worth five shillings;

this artifice succeeded admirably in persuading the whole of that

family, beside many others who had been sceptical, of our intention
- to revisit Kelat. - ‘
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ARCH 4th, 5th, and 6th. = Nothing new transpired the two
former days. On the 6th after breakfast, the Hindoos brought

the letters and bills, which they had sealed at an auspicious moment,
and presented them to Captain Christie, with divers prayérs and in-
vocations to the Deity*. We ordered the camels immediately, to

* The Hindoos at Kelat have fallen into many of the absurd practices of the Moosul-
mans, and even exceed them. Nothing is done without calculation of stars and events;
and they account for every mishap by some neglect of this (as they fancy it) duty.
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the utter amazement of the Uffghans, who accused us of duplicity
and of having deserted them ; in the end they became quite furious,
and swore that they would advertise the Khan’s Naeb, or deputy, of
our flight as they termed it, who would send horsemen to over-
take and fetch us back. Captain Christie fearing they might really
put this threat into execution, ordered our Hindoo to give each of
them a present, at the same time privately intimating to him to de-
fer domg so for a few days: this appeased their wrath, and subse-
quently they went on to Kandahar without giving further trouble.
Our party was composed of the two Hindoostanee servants, and four
Brahooe camel drivers, beside Captain Christie and myself we had
five camels, one being spare in case of accident, and two of us rode
on each of the others, having double saddles made for the purpose.
The route to-day was between bare hills with mountains at no great
distance on either side, the road good, with abundance of fine water
and some low jungpl. We intended to have gone further, but the
dfternoon setting in with an appearance of rain, we struck off the path
a little to the right,and put up at the small village of Ghurruk; seven
miles north north-west of Kelat ; this place and a portion of ground
~ adjoining, - belongs to Syyud Moorad, a dependent of Muhmood

Khan, along with whom he was absent at Kutch Gundava: we got
a vacant house from one of his relations, and reposed comfortably
under the gratifying reflection of having once more commenced our
journey.

nth March. We quitted Ghurruk at seven o’clock this morning,
the night’had been exceedingly cold and rainy, and the camels from
béing exposed to it travelled badly all day, notwithstanding which
we performed a distance of twenty-eight miles, and halted at sun-set
in the bed of a mountain water-course; near us was a pool of raine
water, and plenty of fire-wood to be had for gathering it. Four
miles from Ghurruk we crossed the direct road from Kelat to Kanda-
har, and ten miles further on had our breakfast of dates and bread,
at a well where we met with a number of Brahooes who were tran-
sporting wheat to Nooshky on asses. The country we passed through
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to-day was mountainous and barren; we ascended two Lukhs or
defiles, ‘one of them peculiarly hazardous, the rugged path not ex-
ceeding two feet in width, and on the left hand an abyss at least a
quarter of a mile deep. We chiefly marched to the northward of -
west, but the road was so very intricate, that it was with vast trouble
we kept any account of the different directions; the only spots at
which we found watér, were the well twelve miles from Ghurruk, and
our halting place in the evening.

8th -March. We passed. a miserable mght from the cold whlch
was so intense, that unprovided as we were with warm clothing or
beds, it was impossible to sleep, and we were not equal to making
the least attempt to mové until nine’ a. m. when the sun-beams got
pretty warm, and literally speaking, renovated us ; we then mounted,
and by five p..m. had proceeded thirty-one miles; the intermediate
country being if possible, more bléak and barren than yesterday, and
the path equally winding ; we had. several Lukhs or passes to sur-
mount, the last of which I conceive worthy of a minute detail, as °
it would almost seem from its situation on the edge of the desert, :
to have been .intended by nature as an insurmountable barrier. to
these elevated regions, and. is beyond all' comparison the most diffi-
cult defile I have ever seen in any country. It is separated on the ~
south-east side or that towards Kelat,. from the other mountains, by
a deep and narrow ravine, the sides of which are solid black rock
and very nearly perpendicular; emerging from this gulph by a
rﬁgged path, we ascended the south-east face of the pass, from the
top of which the desert burst on our view, extending as far as the
eye could trace, with the semblance of a smooth ocean from the re-
flection of the sun on the sand ; the emotions of my fellow-travellex
and myself were at this instant of -the most enviable nature; in the
prospect before us we already saw half our hopes realized, and all
our doubts regarding -this far-famed desert laid at rest; we congra-
tulated ourselves on the accomplishment of the object for which we
had quitted India, even to this extent, and contemplated that cir-
cumstance with feelings which inspired and stimulated us with new
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life to prosecute our undertaking. On descending the north-western:
side of the Lukh, to do which took us nearly five hours, it being
eleven miles long and extremely steep; we entered the bed of a
water-course between the mountains, and on a level with their base,
which led us out into the desert by innumerable mazes. The last
half mile of our route was through the bed of the river Kysur,
- which at this season affords the easiest, though by much the longest
road to Kelat. This river is said to be deep and rapid during wet
weather, and in the hot months of May, June, and Iuly, often quite
dry ; when we crossed it, the stream was from two to three feet deep,
and six or seven yards wide. We halted on the opposite bank for
the night, finding that we could not get to Nooshky before it became
dark. The only plants we saw to-day were some scraggy bushes of
a species of the Babool tree*, and in the river beds great quantities
of the Lyet. I should also add, that one of the mountains over
which we passed, was literally studded with bulbous roots similar to
those of tulips, that were just beginning to bud, and our Brahooes

- assured me that their fragrance in another month, would be percepti-

ble to a great distance. The grass called by the natives “ Khushé-
_“ put,” or desert grass, also abounds in this part of the country;
the Brahooes collect it at the proper time as winter food for their
goats and sheep ; it grows in bunches or tufts with thick coarse stalks,
leaves long and sawed at the edges, and is very sweet and nutritious.
The Shinz i, called by the Persians Kharé Shootoor or camel thorn,
is likewise to be seen here, but not in such plenty as in the lower
countries. :
9th March. There was a hard frost last night, yet it was com-
paratively warm to the preceding one. We got to the Toomun or
village of Nooshky about nine a. m., after travelling six miles west by
south over the desert, which is diversified with hillocks of sand, and

* Farnesian Mimosa. + The Tamarisk.
-~ 1 Hedysarum Alhagi. .
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some detached hills stretching out two or three miles from the great
chain of mountains, that here runs away south-westerly. On our
arrival we were instantly surrounded by the whole. population of the
Toomun; attracted by so novel an occurrence as the appearance of
strangers. We sent for a Hindoo of the name of Sookaram, to whom
we had a letter of recommendation ; and when he came, ordered him
to get some flour and dates ready to complete our stock, as we should
proceed on without delay: he smiled at what he thought our teme-
rity, and represented the risk there was of our being murdered and
plundered on the road ; at the same time he added, that a Karwan
or caravan had set out the day before for Gurmsyl ¥, and we had
better, if resolved on going, take a guide and endeavour to overtake
it. We desired him to hire one quickly, and while he was absent,
dismounted and sat down in the desert to eat our breakfast. The
Hindoo presently brought an old man who asked forty rupees to
conduct us to Gurmsyl, which we refused as a preposterous sum ;
we were therefore at a stand. Sookaram looked more helpless than
ourselves, and could render us no assistance. The Sirdar or chief of
the Toomun was from home, and the Belooches, who were crowded
-about us, began to be rude and troublesome. In this dilemma we
‘were cogitating what we ought to do, when a man, whom from his
- :dress we took to be a Persian, advised our going to the Mihman
Khanu, or house for guests. ¢ There,” said he, « you will be safe
% and unmolested, and when the Sirdar comes back in the evening,
“ he will furnish you with a guide.” We adopted this plan, and the
change of conduct in the people was instantaneous, for, though still
-curious to discover what we were, they became attentive to our wants
and comforts, spread a carpet, brought pillows from the Sirdar’s house
Afor us to rest upon, and, in short, from the moment we entered the
:Mihman Khanu, appeared to respect us as the guests of their chief,
and -entitled to all the Belooche rights of hospitality ; nor was this

* Aditrict of that name north-west of Nooshky, and distant sbont 75, miles.
11 '
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confined to ourselves and people, for a man was also prodliced to
tend our camels out to graze.

The : Mihman Khanu was a Ghedan of wicker-work, the roof
‘covered with black Kummul or blanket, excessively cool and refresh-
ing to us, who had been sitting for three hours in the red sand exposed
to a noontide sun. We laid aside our arms and lay down to sleep,
having no longer any fears either on account of our property or per-
sons.. About sunset they sent to us, from the Sirdar’s, a tray of hot -
bread with a wooden bowl full of Dholl or pea-soup, and shortly after
- we had dined, the chief himself came to visit us. When 'the usual
ceremonials of embracing were gone through, he began by expressing
his surprise at our not having brought letters to him from Kelat or
Kutch Gundava, which latter province he concluded, as a matter of
‘course, we had visited ; declaring it would be out of his power, as he
valued the Khan’s friendship, to assist us in escaping (for he had no -
doubt we were followed by some person), and hinting at our being
the sons of Rohoollah Beg the Babee merchant ; ¢ however,” con-
tinued he, “ you may make yourselves easy, as' I shall feel it my
% duty to protect you so long as you chuse to remain with me.” We
‘assured him that he was entirely wrong in his surmises regarding us.;
that had we known it would be required, we could have obtained a pass-
port from the Khan himself; that we were poor men of no condition
whatever, descended from an Oozbuck Tartar family that had settled
for some generations in Hindoostan, and were then in the employ-
ment .of a Hindoo, who had dispatched us to Heerat for horses. He
did not press the subject farther, but after some desultory discourse,
on rising to retire, he observed, ¢ I shall send you a message by the
“ Hindoo Sookaram who is our joint acquaintance, you must give
“ him an explicit answer, and your business may then be arranged
¢ according to your wishes.” In the course of ten minutes Sookaram
returned, when we found that the Sirdar’s message was much to the
same import, as his interi'ogatories and remarks whilst with us; we
reiterated our former statement, and asked the Hindoo how he could
possibly doubt it, when he called to recollection, that he had received
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advices by us to the same effect from his Kelat correspondents. He
allowed we were right, said that he had made use of the same reason-
ing to convince the Sirdar, and that he had been empowered to offer
us two guides, simply to shew the road, and that we were to trust to
Providence for our safety ; or otherwise, that the Sirdar would, for a
trifling remuneration, depute his own son and twelve matchlockmen
for our convoy to Dooshak the capital of Seistan *, which was one
half the way to Heerat, our avowed destination. We promised to
reflect on these propositions, and let the Sirdar know our intentions
next morning, on which Sookaram went to his own home.

10th March. We decided in the course of the night on taking
the two men, principally because there could be no plea for procras-
tination in their being got ready, and Captain Christie went out a
little after daylight to apprize the Sirdar, who was examining our
camels in front of the Ghedan, of this determination. He seemed
to receive it without any disappointment, and said that they should
be ordered immediately ; but that we were to bear in mind, that he
was in no wise accountable for our safety, on which. point he should
not enlarge, as we must have had sufficient warning of our danger.
We were induced to hope that these alarms were only counterfeit, to
. enable the chief to make a good bargain with us, and therefore were
inclined to adhere to our resolution. At this instant, the same man
who had advised our ceming to the Mihman Khanu the day before,

and who we now found was a Seistanee Hindoo of the name of

B36dh&8, accidentally joined us, and hearing what was passing, he
said to Captain Christie, “ You had better have a care how you ven-
“ ture with two guides. I am acquainted with all these countries ;
% if the Sirdar will allow his son to accompany you, do not hesitate,

“ but close the agreement ; the expence will be a trifle compared
« with the loss of* your property, and possibly your lives, if you go
“ unprotected.” Some other Hindoos now offered the same advice,

* Captain Christie afterwards passed through Dooshsk. Vide Map.
P
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and when we maturely reflected, that our even being plundered would
have entirely ruined our plans, we thought it adviseable to attend to it.
"We conceived it, however, equally indispensable to remove the erro-
neoys impression that the whole of the Kheil had imbibed, about
our having valuable property with us; accordingly we determined .
to send back to Kelat every article of dress, and reduce our baggage
to the cloaths we were then wearing, and a bag of dates and flour.
We signified both these intentions to the Sirdar and people around
him, but he protested that the latter was rendered quite unnecessary,
by his son’s attending us, as he would be a safeguard for whatever
we might choose to take. It was then fixed that the son and twelve
Toofungchees or matchlockmen should escort us to Dooshak, and
that we were immediately to write by a Kasid or courier to Kelat, for
the cash that was to he paid to them for this trouble, the amount of
which was to be settled by the Hindoos. .

When we had closed this bargain,and the Sirdar had pledged hlmself
to make preparations for our speedy departure, we returned into the
Mihman Khanu, and had a breakfast of bread and milk which came
from the Sirdar’s Ghedan. An event occurred this morning, which
will shew how inherent the spirit of hospitality is in these people.
One of our Hindoostanee servants had begun to bake some cakes,
when he was discovered by the Belooches, who called out, «“ What !
“ are you going to disgrace our Toomun ? Cannot Eidel Khan * find .
« food for his guests 7’ The man explained to them, that it was his
mistake from not knowing their customs, on which they were quite
pleased, but told him, that though they lived in a desert and were a
poor set, they had once entertained Nusseer Khant ‘and his army for
« five days so profusely, that he ever afterwards called them the Dil
Kooshas, or open-hearted i. e. generous.

* The Sirdar’s name. .

+ The father of the present Khan of Kelat : this is a fact. He had been to Mushed in
Khorasan, to assist the King of Kabool against the Persians, and came home through
Seistan and the desert.
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All the forenoon we were hemmed in by a crowd of idle Belooches,
who teazed us a good deal by their unconscionably long visits and im-
pertinent questions. We had been prepared to undergo a tolerable
ordeal of this annoyance, but it far exceeded any thing we had feared.
Some of them stayed four and five hours at a stretch, smoking, that-
ting, and singing all the while. They were headed by a forward fel-
low called Jooma Khan, who we soon learned, was the Sirdar’s eldest
son and our intended chief guide. He and his associates were parti-
cularly anxious to find out, whether we were of the Soonnee or Sheea
sect of Moosulmans*: they suspected from our fair appearance, that we
were Ujumeest, and at length very coolly asked us to repeat the Mohu-
mudan Kulimu or creed, which we did agreeable to the former persua-
sion, knowing them to be followers of its tenets. In the evening the
old Sirdar himself walked over to sit with us, and as a little of the tea
we had brought from Bombay still remained, we made a cup for him ;
he seemed gratified by this attention, and was a regular and very wel-
come visitor afterwards, for he not only kept the others in due order,
but was possessed of a great deal of information and anecdote, and was
always ready to answer the queries we put to him. '

11th March. We were greatly entertained to-day, by seeing the’
Sirdar hold a court of justice relative to a robbery or seizure that had
been made in the night. The complainants were Mingull Brahooés
belonging to the Toomun of Buhadoor Khan, which was about three
miles off. The defendants were Belooches of Nooshky : the parties
pleaded .against each other, and as they could not lay claim to the
honor of doing so with elegance, they mutually seemed determined,
that the superabundance of their oratory should make amends for the
quality, and the uproar was general for full three hours: each told his
own story agreeable to his ideas, and all were speaking in the same
breath, so that he who strained his lungs most, had the best prospect

* The two great sects of Moosulmans,  Vide note on the religion of the Belooches, in
the 4th chapter.
+ Persians, who areall Sheeas.
P2
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of gaining attention. The Sirdar listened to them with all imaginable
patience and good humour, and when they were absolutely wearied
' with talking, he delivered his sentiments and judgment in due form,
and the meeting broke up.

From what I could learn of it, the trial appeared to be a trivial con-~
cern about the right of pasturage on a neighbouring hill, from which
the Belooches tried to exclude the Brahooés by expostulation, and at
length resorted to the qnwarra.ntable expedient of seizing their flocks :
the latter however got the victory, as the decision was in favour of
their having at least an equal right with the former. In stating this
opinion, which was received without a murmur, the Sirdar told his
Kheil to recollect, that the Brahooés had originally settled near
' Nooshky with the sanction of the Khan and himself, and that they
were consequently entitled to enjoy every privilege. I observed that
a relation of the Mingull chief attended with his peaple, and that Eidel
Khan addressed himself several times to him, during the investigation.
These courts are always held in the Mihman Khanu, when it is unoc-
cupied, but as we were in possession, the carpets and Numuds (felts)
were spread before the door, and the whole party sat down in the sun
without any scruple.

In the midst of the proceedings, a luckless wight, a mountaineer
made his appearance with two asses laden with asafcetida plants that
he had gathered and brought in for sale, and the people were
so eager to purchase, that they ran in a body and overwhelmed
him and his merchandize in the sand, where there was a vigorous
scuffle and scramble kept up for half an hour: every soul present
joined in it except the Sirdar and the Mingull chief, both of whom,
like Captain Christie and myself, enjoyed a hearty laugh at the tumult :
the poor fellow who was so unceremoniously handled, extricated
himself and his animals as quickly as possible, and shortly after
came to prefer a complaint to the Sirdar, for the treatment he
had met with; it was asserted on all hands, that the Hindoos
(who wanted it to retail again) were the first to commence the
attack on the panniers, and that they had also secured the greatest

11
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portion of the spoil ; they were therefore ordered to satisfy the Bra-
hooé, which they did with some tobaceo and sugar.

Both Belooches and Hindoos are very partial to the asafcetida plant,
and esteem it a great treat: they roast or stew the stem, and boil or
more commonly fry the head and leaves with Ghee*. This plant grows
spontaneously on the mountains in the northern parts of Beloochistan,
whence the shepherds bring it to market. When ripe, the
efflorescence or head has much the appearance of a cauliflower, being
of a light straw colour: the stem is from one to two and a half feet
long, three or four inches thick, and the leaves resemble those of the
Indian large beet root : the drug known in Europe by the same name,
of which amazing quantities are yearly imported into Hindoostan,
is called by the Belooches, and I believe Persians, Sheeri Heeng,
or the milk of asafeetida : it is extracted from the stalk close to the
root, and sometimes from the root itself, about the time the plant is
ripening, which is indicated by the leaves losing their natural dark
green colour, and becoming a light yellow: at this juncture, the stem is
cut off about six inches above the earth, the ground is cleared away
sbout it, and an incision, about an inch long, made immediately where
the roots ramify. The asafcetida from one stalk usually equals one
pound, and sometimes more: it may be gathered in three days after
the stalk is lopped, and the root produces the succeeding spring.+

12th, 18th, 14th, and 15th March. From various consultations we
had with the Sirdar in the course of the last four days, there ap-

* Boiled or clarified butter.

+ None of the asafcetida which comes toIndia is the produce of Belooclnstan,as that coun-
try does not even afford enough for home consumption. The mountains in the neighbour-
hood of Heerat, in Khorasan, are plentifully stocked with this plant. Captain Christie, in
aparagraph of the memoir of his journey now before me, speaks of the hills between which
his road lay as abounding with the asafcetida plant, and also enumerates that drug as one
of the staple commodities of Heerat. I have understood, that ifan incision to draw off the
gum be not made at a proper period, the stem will burst, and the Sheer or milk (which
bardens to the consistence we see it by exposure to the air) exudes, but by this effort of
nature the quantity is greatly lessened. Good asafcetida ought to be of a pale_yellow colour
and quitedry; the gatherers often mix it with Ghee to increase its weight.
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peared to be considerable doubts of the practicability of our further
progress in this direction : we had therefore been very sedulous in our
inquiries towards gaining a knowledge of the routes in the more .
southern divisions of Beloochistan and Mukran. Orf the evening of
the 14¢h, the Sirdar’s son.and his nephew (Moorad Khan) chanced to .
be with us, when the discourse, as usual, turned on our journey : they
both added their voice to Eidel Khan’s, in strongly advising our taking
any other road than that by Seistan. “ Why don’t you,” said Moo-
rad, “ either go by Kedge* and Bunpoor to Kirman? or from this
«.place to Surhudt, and thence through Nurmansheer] to that city,
« from which you can at all times get to Heerat ? if you select either
% of these methods, I will myself be your guide to the frontiers of the
% Shah’s§ dominions.” The idea of accomplishing two routes im-
mediately offered itself, and when our visitors departed, Captain
Christie and I talked the matter over, and came to the resolution of
separating, and taking different courses across the desert. In this re-
solution, though contrary to the strict meauning of the instructions
that had been furnished us on leaving India, we felt justified, on due
consideration of the unquestionable advantages that would result from
a greater acquisition of geographical and statistical knowledge of the
regions we were then exploring, than could be looked for by our ad-
vancing together; accordingly the next day,when the Seistanee Hindoo,
Boodhoo (whom we found to be an active fellow and had therefore em-
ployed him in lieu of Sookaram)came,we were prepared to mention our
plans to him, iri case we could do so without his supposing they were
preconcerted : he most opportunely prefaced his conversation by en-
treating us to abandon every idea of the Seistan route. ¢ I have been
« talking,” said he, “ to Eidel Khan, and he enumerates so many
« dangers and obstacles, that I am very fearful you will lose your lives,

¢ The capital of the province of Mukran.

+ A village on the western boundary of Beloochistan.

1 The south-eastern district of the Persian province of Kirman.
§ Thekings (of Persia)
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“ or be way-laid and pillaged.” He then proposed to give us letters
on his agents at Kandahar, the road from which city to Heerat we were
aware was frequented by travellers, but at the same time, it was the
last we should have fixed upon : we evaded however an explicit refu-
sal, by saying that as Soondurjee’s servants, we date not judge for our-
selves, and then hinted at the possibility of our having orders by the
Kasid from Kelat, to proceed by the way of Surhud and Nurmansheer
to Kirman : this surmise, as we had anticipated, he soon made public
throughout the Toomun, and it eventually served as an excellent ex-
cuse for carrying our project into execution.

We had now been five days at Nooshky, and were most anxlously
awaiting our Kasid’s arrival, hoping to set off immediately after. Our
host’s hospitality did not diminish in the least; every morning-more
bread, sour milk, and cheese were sent, than our whole party could con-
sume : his slaves attended with water to wash, and the same routine
was observed again in thc evening: twice we purchased and killed
small goats, sending a leg to the Sirdar, and a part of the remainder
to the different Hindoos ; but we discovered that this would not an-
swer, as they accounted it profuse extravagance, although .they cost but
one rupee each. Inreturn for our present of a slice of meat Boodhoo
brought us, one evening at dinner time, what he prized as a much
greater delicacy, and on which he expatiated with all the zest and
rapture of a professed epicure; this was a tender young asafcetida
plant stewed in rancid butter, and our polite friend could hardly be
persuaded that we were serious, when we declared that we could not
relish the gout of the dainty he had prepared for us ; indeed the smell
was not tolerable, for the green plant is even more rank and nauseous
than the drug itself; a fact our olfactories attested, as they were
sbundantly regaled for two or three days subsequent to the supply
being brought from the Brahooé, of which every soul in the Toomun
had a share, so that the people were not only offensively strong. but the
very air was impregnated with the effluvia.
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MARCH 16th, 1'th, 18th, and 19th. QOur messenger returned

from Kelat on the 16¢k, bringing a Hoondee, or Native Bill for
the money we required, and a letter from the Hindoo whom we had
left at that city. Captain Christie therefore went to the Sirdar, paid
him the sum that had been agreed upon, and requested that he might
be sent off immediately : he also announced to him that I had got an
order to proceed by the southern road to Kirman in Persia, and was to
stay at Nooshky, until a man should come to receive some superfluous
necessaries we had with us: the old fellow talked of a lucky day for
Captain Christie to commence his journey, with other nonsense likely
to delay him, and on the 18¢k seemed so unconcerned with regard to,
and dilatory in, his promised preparations, that, that officer told him
we should positively return to Kelat if he did not name an early day
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for his quitting Nooshky. The Sirdar most artfully tried to excuse
himself, on the pretence of it being very difficult to procure trust-

worthy and obedient men to accompany him;, but at last he appointed

the 20tk for his departure, and the evening before, I received the fol-
lowing instructions from Captain Christie :
« Nooshky, 19th March.”

1st. “ You will most probably arrive at Kirman by the Surhud
« route in forty days, from thence you are to send a letter to me to
« Heerat, under cover to Hurry Sing, our Hindoo agent there.”

2d. < I expect to reach Heerat by Dooshak in thirty days, and if
“ 30, shall be at Kirman in twenty more, unless prevented by unfore-
“ seen obstacles, but I will leave directions with Hurry Sing to write
“ to you, in case I should be gone before your Kasid (messenger) ar-
« rives, and in the event of my finding it impracticable to pass Doo-
“ shak (of which you are aware there is some probability), I will endea-
“ vour to convey instructions to Hurry Sing to apprize you of this cir-
“ cumstance, and also to give you credit for all sums you may draw
“ upon him for.”

3d. « If you cannot get to Kirman as above, try to the north-
“ ward with caution, and should you eventually ascertain it to be

% impossible to advance in a westerly direction in that parallel, either

“ make for the sea~coast or Bunpoor, and thence to Kirman.”

4th. « Should you be confined. or in distress, you must strive by
“ every means to give me intimation "of it, in order that I may
“ afford you every assistance in my power this I will of course
“ equally apply to myself.”

5th. « If I am cut off, which you will perhaps hear from Hurry
“ Sing or otherwise, you had better proceed by the safest route to
« join General Malcolm. If that is not feasible, you must judge
« for yourself whether to go back or to the sea-coast, recollectmg to
“ regard your own safety above all other considerations.”

6th. « Should I neither hear of, nor from you before the 1st of
“ June next, I shall-conclude you have been obliged to go back or
“ are killed, and this you will also apply to me.”

Q



114 : UNLUCKY ‘DAY.

7th. “ On reaching Kirman, go to the principal Hindoo there, so
-« that I may obtain from him instant information regarding you on
“ my arrival at that city.”
(Signed) CoanLes Curistie, Capt.

20th March. This morning Captain Christie was firmly bent on
starting, and went to the Sirdar, who instantly said that he was '
ready to abide by his promise, but that the day, being the Hindoo
festival of the Hooly, was exceedingly unlucky, and that no person
in his senses would think of setting out on a journey on such an oc-
casion. To this absurd discourse Captain Christie replied, that we
could have no objections on that score, as we had been travelling for
some months. ~ “ What you say is correct,” rejoined the Sirdar,
% but those who go with you from this place are not so circum-
“ stanced, and on their account you should select a propitious hour
“ to depart.” Our assumed character of Moosulmans did not per-
mit us to reprehend and ridicule this fresh source of detention, and
concomitant uneasiness, as we could have wished, and Captain
Christie was necessitated to yield an- assent to remaining until the
21st instant, on which day afternoon, the Hooly would cease.

Before bed-time the Sirdar sent one of his slaves to desire that we
would speak to him, and having led us a long way from the Toomun
into the desart, he conjured us, as the greatest obligation we could
confer upon him, not to employ in any way whatever his nephew
Moorad Khan, whom he loaded with every epithet that was oppro-
brious and disgraceful. ¢ As sure as you do,” said he, “ he
“ will mislead you, and then who is to call a vagabond like
“ him to account. Should I be accessary in any manner to, de-
“ frauding you, I am always to be laid hold of, and made to answer
« for my misconduct, which is not the case with that outcast ruf-
« fian.” We promised not to hire Moorad, or in short have any
thing to say to him, unless through the medium of his uncle, who
was " greatly-pleased at our ready concession, which I fancy he by
no means anticipated : but we determined to adhere to it no longer
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than exactly suited our purpose.. ‘'We conjectured that the Sirdar
had partly fabricated the assertions-he had used regarding the mal.
practices of his nephew, or at least that he had our benefit little
in view by the disclosure of them, and..that he merely wished to
dissuade us from applying to any other person than himself; for
guides or assistance. -

20th and 21st March. Our spirits and expectatxons were quite ex-
hausted with the frequent disappointments we had experienced about
quitting Nooshky, and there were so many rumours in circulation,
all of which came to our ears with perhaps no trifling exaggeration,
that we actually began to imagine, the Sirdar did not mean to
provide Captain Christie with an escort. ' Under this impression the
latter once more applied to him on ‘the 21sf, to dispatch the
party, upbraiding him with a breach of his word in deferring it
longer, and declaring, that if we were obliged toput our threat of
revisiting Kelat into execution, the Hindoo merchant by whom we
were employed, lvéould not fail to state the transaction to Muhmood
Khan in such a light, as would draw upon the Kheil the severe re-
prehension of that chief and his brother. ¢ It was only last night,”
continued Captain Christie, “ that you judged it necessary to put
“ me on my guard against the perfidious promises of your nephew,
« and what am I now to suppose, when you prove yourself capa~
“ ble of the same acts with which you charge him.”
- This rebuke staggered him so much, that he told Captain Christie
‘he felt unequal to reply to it, that he had been nearly thirty years
the head of the Kheil of Nooshky, and never till that period charged
with dishonesty; he solemnly protested that his son had made an
Istikharu, or calculation of future events the evenmg before, assisted
by the two Moollahs or priests of the Toomun, ‘and that they had
found the omens so decidedly inauspicious for moving that day, that
he himself had countermarded the preparations till the ‘next morn-~
ing, when they should set off, let what would, betidé them. As a
palliative to the reprimand, we informed him of the reports we had

Q2
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heard, on which he confessed that we had sufficient reason to be
dissatisfied with our stay, and needed no additional cause to render
it irksome.

A strong north-westerly wmd, that had prevailed for the last three
or four days, increased to a gale this forenoon, and raised the sand
of the desart in clouds that obscured the sun at mid-day, the open-
work . sides of the Mihman Khanu admitted it in heaps, and cov-
ered us several inches thick. It moderated towards night, and while
we were rejoicing at this respite, we were mortified by hearing that
the camel which Jooma Khan, the Sirdar’s son and Captain Christie’s
chief guide, was to ride, had gone astray in the desart, and that
people were ordered out to seek for it. This we looked upon as
a mere trick, and therefore went to sleep with the full expectation
of another attempt being made to detain Captain Christie, in which
however we were happily disappointed. |

-22d March. This morning I had the pleasure of seeing Captain
Christie depart ; before he mounted his camel, he made the Sirdar
a small though most acceptable present, of a piece of Scotch plaid,
half a piece of silk, a knife, and pair of scissars, of which he was
very proud ; he perhaps scarcely deserved this mark of attention,
owing to the trouble he had caused us in getting away from Nooshky,
but even when lingering under, and most exasperated by his evasions,
we could not avoid the reflection, that it was only natural for an un-
civilized and untaught barbarian to avail himself of so opportune
an occurrence as that of two merchants, for such he rated us, visiting
his Toomun, to obtain as much money from us as he could venture
to exact, consistent with the hospitality of his tribe.

" Jooma Khan’s camel was not forthcoming when Captain Christie
set off, but his father declared that if it was not found before noon,
he should follow on horseback. He expressed his hope that Cap-
tain Christie would forgive any unpleasant circumstances that had
arisen during his sojourn amongst the Rukshanees *, assuring him,

* The name of the tribe.



- .MESSENGER FROM KELAT." 117

that his son and the men that accompanied him, were entirely at his
disposal, and in case of necessity, would prove that they were ready
to sacrifice their lives for his safety ; he concluded by offering up .a
prayer for that and his prosperity, and the cavalcade trotted off. In
less than an hour, the camel that was said to have strayed was brought.
in, and Jooma Khan hastened away to overtake the party.

The day was unusually dark. and gloomy, with a high oppressive
 wind and vivid lightning, which the Belooches said portended rain,
but it subsided without that relief in the evening. The Sirdar then,
came to the Mihman Khanu to sit with me, and perceiving that I
was much out of spirits at the loss of my esteemed and invaluable
companion, he strove to cheer me, by declaring that he would take.
every care of me for the sake of my brother *, who had entrusted
me to his charge; he also exerted himself whilst he staid, in the
kindest, and I may add, the most effectual manner to entertain me,
and I derived not merely great pleasure from his communications,
but much information, which has been detailed under various heads
in the foregoing pages. .

. 23d March. The rain that the clouds yesterday had foretold,
poured down in torrents to-day, attended by a tempest of wind and
such volumes of sand, that it was impossible to distinguish objects at
the distance of ten or fifteen yards; the roof of the Ghedan not be-
ing more proof against water than the sides were against sand, it’
rained through in every corner, and by the evening I was sitting in a
bed of mud, and literally cased with a coat of mail of the same ma-
terial.

The second Kasid returned from Kelat, with a man who was sent’
by our Hindoo to receive the overplus baggage, he was also the
bearer of two letters, one written in the Persian and the. other in the

Shastree T character, which latter was in this part of the world, a
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complete ¢ypher. The Persian letter: contained neither news ot iy
thing that could tend to a discovery of us, and when I had looked it
over-] handed it to the Sirdar, who had come in to hear the news,
to convince him that I had no secrets; the other letter conveyed in-
telligence of the greatest moment to me, which was that two men
dispatched by the Umeers: of Sinde, had come to Kelat, avowedly
intending to seize Captain Christie and myself, and carry us down to
Hyderabad *, where they made no scruple in declaring we were to
be bastinadoed. It further appeared, that they had gone to Muhmood
Khan at Kutch Gundava, who in solution of their questions respect-
ing us, told them that he had heard by means of a letter, of the ar-
rival of two persons of our description at Kelat, though he did not
understand from it that we were Europeans, which he was inclined
to doubt, that at all events they might lay hold of us, provided they
could discover and prove to his satisfaction, that we were spies of any
nation ; but. on the other hand, that they were to beware of molesting
us, if we were merchants or the agents of such, whatever our caste
or country might be.

The Umeers’ men told the Khan, that one of us at least, had been
with the British Envoyt to Sinde the year before ; that we were no
more horse-dealers than they were, and had assumed that character,
exclusively as a plea for surveying the country. These men had been
twice to the house we occupied at Kelat, and denounced the ven-
geance of the Umeers against our Hindoo, unless he made a full
disclosure ; the Khan's injunctions, however, deterred them from
taking any mode of compelling him to satisfy their inquiries, and
finding him ixn'penetrably secret, they remarked that we must even-
tually return to that city, as we had no other way of escaping out of
the country ; and that they should sit down quietly until we appeared.

* The capital of Sinde. _
.+ Nicholas Hankey Smith, Esq,, of the Honourable Company’s civil service. Vide
Chapter VIIL Part 11
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Our Hindoo. cencluded his letter biy saying, that he had used every
precaution to prevent either of the Kasids or messengers from being
seen by the Sindians, and believed he had succeeded; but that it
was 'well known among the Hindoos at Kelat, with some of whom
he had been obliged to negotiate bills, that we were still at. Nooshky;
where he surmised that the Umeers’ men might arrest us with little
difficulty, and therefore suggested our decampmg with every posmb]e
haste.

On perusing this letter, I saw it was neeessa.ry to adopt prompt
measures, and resolved on leaving Nooshky next morning. I gave
Boodhoo, the Seistanee Hindoo, directions to ‘prepare a quantity of
flour and dates, and sending for Moorad Khan privately, agreed with
him to be my guide to Surhud, on the western frontier of Beloochis+
tan, for sixty rupees. My object in making this hasty arrangement
was solely to accelerate my departure ; had the expence been any
consideration, it is probable the Sirdar would have given me, -agrees

- able to his promises, guides at a cheaper rate; but I knew I should
indubitably be detained in the event of trusting to him, and in my
situation I felt that by allowing myself to be so, if only for eight and
forty hours, I was running a very great risk.

1 was nearly involved in another serious scrape to day, by an awka
ward circumstance. Captain Christie and I had made an agreement,
to which we usually adhered, of never speaking to each other before
strangers in any language except Hindoostanee, but it happened that
Boodhoo the Seistanee Hindoo was present oné day when we forgot
our rule, and began to converse in English ; he asked what dialect it
was, and I replied without hesitation that it was Telinga *, thinking
it as unlikely that he or any other person in the Toomun should  be
acquainted with that tongue, as with either Greek orHebrew. Nothing
‘more passed, and I had forgotten the matter entirely, but not so
Boodhoo, for as I was eating my dinner, he came over to thé Mihman

* The Telinga is the dialect spoken in Telingana and the northern Sirkars.
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Khanu with a Fakeer, whom he said he had brought to chat with me in
Telinga. 1 was puzzled how to act, as I knew not a syllable of that
language ; however, I put a bold face upon it, and when the Fakeer
had seated himself, I turned towards him and rapidly addressed
several queries to him in English: he certified his ignorance of what
T had said by a significant smack* of the tongue and a shake of the
head, and when I came to inquire into his peregrinations I found
there was no occasion for having been under any alarm respecting'
his knowledge of Telinga, as he had not been farther southward in
the peninsula of India than the city of Surat.

24th March. Finding it impossible to get away before the aﬁ.er-
noon, I postponed the commencement of my journey till to-morrow,
and employed myself in writing to the Hindoo at Kelat, to direct that
he would take an early opportunity of closing his accounts at that
city and returning to Bela, where he could remain without any chance
of molestation, until he received further instructions from: either
Captain Christie or myself. About dusk I sent Futtuh Mohummud
(my Hindoostanee man) to acquaint the Sirdar that I was to leave
-Nooshky next morning, and that I should be -happy before I did so,
personally to express my thanks to him for all the hospitable kind-
ness I had received at his hands. He testified great surprize at- this
message, and told my servant that he would see me in half an hour
at the Ghedan of Boodhoo the Hindoo. I aécordingly went there,
and had a very long conversation with him on different subjects; at
length I introduced that of my intended departure. ¢« Have you,”
said he, ¢ already ceased to pay due attention to the good ex-
% ample which your brother afforded you by relying on me for his
« guides ; and is it thus you attend to the cautions I gave you both
% about Moorad Khan? You are a very young man, and God send -
% you may have no cause to rue your acquaintance with my nephew.”
He would have gone on for an hour in the same strain, but I slipped

® This is a very common and expressive negative in many parts of Asia.
11
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twenty rupees into his hand, which I had ready for the express pur-
pose of silencing him, telling him that as I was destitute of any thing
worth his acceptance, I begged he would purchase a turband as a
memorial of my gratitude with that sum. This had an instantaneous
and wonderful effect in pacifying him, and before we parted he
offered to give me letters to some chiefs whose territories I was likely
to pass through.
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ARCH 25th. The Sirdar came to the Mihman Khanu this
morning at day break, accompanied by a Moollah, who wrote
three letters that the former dictated to chiefs, of whom I shall here-
after have occasion to make mention. The man with the spare
baggage and my letter set off on his return to Kelat immediately
after breakfast, and I quitted Nooshky myself about ten o’clock, with
as much unfeigned joy as I should have felt in escaping from a prison.
My stay there had been protracted by a series of unpleasant delays

Ix
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for a period of sixteen days, though on first entering the Toomun I
should have repined at the idea of being there as many hours. My
party only consisted of five, exclusive of myself, and none of us were
well armed, so that we had to trust more to our good fortune in
not meeting with people inclined to plunder us, than to our means
of repelling them.

Three miles from the Toomun we passed a Goombuz or cupola,
which according to tradition stands near the site of an ancient town,
whose inhabitants were so affluent that, as one means of disposing of
their wealth, they mixed the Chunam or cement for the erection of
all their houses and edifices with milk: instead of -water ; which
flagrant instance of unnecessary and ostentatious” waste so.incensed
the Deity, that a curse was denounced on the place, and it gradually
sunk into misery and decay. At present there is no other vestige of
this fabulous city than this Goombuz, which has certainly a very
singular appearance, being built .in the desert a long way' from .the
mountains, which here run off to the southward. I was not near
enough to examine with precision the style of architecture (whether
different from that of the present day in those countries) or the
materials ; but the former seemed to have nothing remarkable in’it,
and from Moorad’s account the only thing observable with regard to
the latter, is the amazing hardness of the Chunam, which he com-
pared to marble. A short way in advance I observed some very
large stones on the side- of the path, at the distance. of twenty or
thirty yards from each other, and on asking the meaning of them, I
was gravely assured, that they had been placed there by * Roostiim,
to commemorate the pace at which his favourite steed galloped.
This solution, it is needless to add, I laughed at; but, for whatever
purpose the stones in question may have been brought to the spot

they are now at, it is clear that their transportation from the’ nearest
" mountain must have been attended with great trouble'and: cost ;

* The Persian hero of the celebrated poem the Shah Namuh by Firdoosee.
R 2
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many of them are several tons weight, and six or seven yards
square. ' ' : :

We travelled sixteen miles to-day over a sandy flat country, and
halted at sunset with mountains in front of us at three and a half
miles; those bounding the.desert, were generally during the route,
" eight or nine on our left, and sand-hills at intervals on our right.
Half-way we passed a deserted village called Karez : there is a well
of very good water close to it, whence we carried on a supply for the
night. I saw numerous herds of camels, which animals are turned
loose here to feed on the Guz* and Shinzt, with both of which the
plain is well stocked. - From our halting place in the evening we
perceived the smoke rising from a Toomun of Guzhgee Brahooes,
but as it would have been out of our way, we did not pay them a
visit. - :

I was here on the confines of the district of Nooshky, w1th respect
to whicli little remains to be added. I have already stated, that it is
peopled by a branch of: the Nharooé class of -Belooches, named the
Rukshaneés. The Sirdar or chief is Eidel Khan, a man about sixty
years of age, possessing many qualifications that would have distin-
guished him in a higher sphere among his countrymen, but which
_are clouded by his excessive avarice. The only source of exclusive
revenue that he seems to possess, is a water-mill turned by the river
Kysur; and that must always be a very precarious one, as it often
fails from a want of water. The Toomun of Nooshky comprises two
hundred Ghedans, the formation of which has been repeatedly de-
scribed. I was twice in the Sirdar’s, which differed little from any
of the others: the fire was in the middle of the floor, and on two
sides of it, walls about six feet high are built to rest against ; they
were covered with carpets, and the whole was very neat apnd clean.
Suspended from the roof were the matchlocks, swords, and shields
belonging to the family. There-are six Hindoo shopkeepers in the

B ot

* Tamarisk, ‘ : + Hedysarum Alhagi.
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Toomun, who have ventured to bring their wives and children here,
although it is evident they stand in great awe of their protectors, for
such. they style the Belooche inhabitants, who, generally speaking,
are idle, ignorant, unmannerly, and predatory ; the latter quality they
inherit in common with the whole race, and they are likewise much
addicted to gambling. Hospitality and an adherence to such promises
as relate to their personal bravery or fidelity, seem to be very justly
their great boasts. . When the crops fail.at Nooshky, which is the .
case nine years out of ten, they depend on Gurmsyle and Kutch
Gundava for grain, and in fact bring more or less every year from
~ those places.. : . . :

26th March. 1 mgqved this morning at. six, though very unwell
from a fever that had come on the night before, and after marching
three miles over the plain, entered the hills by a stony path: we soon
got among lofty mountains, a branch of the great range, and winding
round the bases of them, or through rocky vallies for seventeen miles,
came to a river bed nearly dry, called the Bale, in. which, or along the
banks of it, we advanced six miles further, and then having selected a
spot where the camels might graze close to us, stopped for the
night. Our road was very bad to-day, and in some places not more
than two yards wide, the rocks rising like walls for many hundred feet
on each side. I observed several blocks of white marble in the nar-
row water courses, and a profusion of the asafcetida plant growing on
the precipices above us: the bed of the river Bale is very broad, and
the bare desert that limits it, is elevated to a great height above the
channel. The direction of my route to-day was south south-west,
and the distance twenty-nine miles: very good water was to be had in
two or three rivulets, beside that in the Bale, and logs of dried wood
lay strewed about.

27th March. 1was so weak from the effects of my fever, which had
continued with great violence the whole of yesterday and throughout
the night, that I could scarcely sit on my camel this morning, how-
ever to think of resting (with the journey I had before me) was out
of the question, I therefore started about seven a. m., taking one of
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the Brahooés as.a supporter, on the camel behind me. - I travelled in'
the .course of the day twenty-five miles south south-westerly, the.
path (where there was any trace of such) either lying in the bed of
the river Bale, or along the elevated plain forming’the banks of it,
over which it frequently tended owing to its serpentine course: we
had plenty of water in the river bed, and the jungul of * Babool,

Lyet, and Taghuz} was often so thick, that the camels forced thein
way through with difficulty, even when we were dismounted.

About four miles from our halting place we, this evening, passed
the remains of some very extraordinary tombs, built on the western
bank of the river about four hundred yards from it: they were of a
quadrangular shape, and had each been surroynded by a low wall:of
curious open freestone work, which conveyed to me at the moment,
the idea of the meshes of a net stretched at one end into a conical shape:
these walls enclosed an area of four or five square yards, and the en-
trances to them, as well as the buildings, fronted due east: there were
several large mounds of earth and stones scattered over the desert.to a

considerable distance, which induced me to get off my camel, but-as
" it was raining at the time, and I was but just able to walk, I did not
stay to examine any of them minutely. I could discover no in-
scriptions, and it was in vain that I subsequently made strict inquiry
with respect to these places, as I had not the good fortune to meet with
any person who had seen them. All the satisfaction that my guide
could give me was, that they were built in the time of the § Guebres,
but that is the source, to which is ascribed every thing uncommon or
inexplicable throughout this country, and ought not therefore to be
implicitly credited ; it is, however, probable that in this instance the

* Farnesian Mimosa.

" 4+ Tamarisk.

1 The Taghuz is a species of the Tamarisk of which I have not seen any botanieal
description, nor met with the plant any where except in Beloochistan. It is in appear-
ance very similar to the Lye, but the bark and leaves are a pale whlte, and covered with
a kind of powder.

§ Infidels: so he styled the followers of Zoroaster.
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conjecture was, right : there was nothing whatever Mohummudan -or

Hindoo in the style, and if we remove the erection of them from

those nations, it naturally rests with the Parsees* unless we choose

to attribute it to a still earlier period. They were evidently very
ancient, for notwithstanding the durable nature of the materials of
which they were composed, they were every one mouldering and in'a

complete state. of dilapidation. The most remarkable circumstance

regarding them, if true, was pointed out to me by Moorad Khan, who

informed me there was no stone of the same'description (with that they

were erected with) to be found in any part of the country, and added

that it would be of no value, for the people of our days were incapaple

of executing such workmanship. I am still dubious whether:these

buildings were formerly sepulchres or places of worship ; inside -of
each there was a raised mound covered with stone, which had, beyond. -
a doubt, the appearance of a grave, but it is: also possible that this was
the altar for the sacred fire of the Atush Kudu t : their numbers speak,
more than any other argument, to their having been cemeteries.

- At midnight came on a violent thunder storm, which lasted for
two hours, but very fortunately it had rained slightly when we came
to our ground, and we had therefore taken up our quarters under the
bank of the river, where some former flood had undermined it : our
uncouth retreat sheltered us from the rain, and saved me from a wet-
ting which I was ill fitted to bear at the time, but I could not com-
pose myself to sleep, fearing that the river might overflow and sweep
us all-off: it faired however before the water had risen to any height

* Parsee is the modern name for these people, it is distinct from Pérsia'ns‘ who are
Moosulmans.

+ A fire temple. The Guebres worslnp that element as an emblem of God. There
are several Atush Kudus in India. At thecity of Yezd in Persia, which is distinguished
by the appelation of the Dariil Ebadut, or Seat of Religion, the Guebres are permitted to
have an Atush Kudu (which they assert has had the sacred fire in it since the days of
Zoroaster) in their own compartment of the city, but for this indulgence they are indebted
'to the avarice, not the tolerance of the Persian Government, which taxes them at twenty-
five rupees each man.
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though it was beginning to tumble down with vast noise and
force.*

28th March. I marched twenty-eight miles in, a south south-

"westerly direction this day, chiefly over a bare plain. A little more
than three miles from where we slept, the water in the bed of the
Bale river runs off in a branch to the south-eastward, and supplies the
town of Sarawan, which lay due east from me at that time, about
three leagues off: travelling fifteen miles farther on the road, across 4
plain diversified with various kinds of unc_lerwood, and here and there
a clump of large Babool trees, I came to a well of tolerable water in
the dry bed of a rivulet, called the Badoo; here we heard from a
solitary shepherd, who was tending a few half-starved goats, that there
bad been until the day before, a large Toomun of Nousherwaneé
Belooches-in this neighbourhood, and that they had migrated to the
mountains of Kharan, from a scarcity of water and forage for their
cattle. Having filled our Mushks 1, we advanced a little way, and
took up our lodging in a thick patch of jungul.

The town of Sarawan which I saw in my progress of to-day is very
small, not containing more than five hundred houses and huts, that
aré defended by a mud wall with bastions ; it is placed in the centre
of a bare and sterile district, about twenty miles from the Sarawanee
mountains, whence it takes its name. ' The only inducement that
the projector of this town could have had for selecting this situ-

_ ation, I should suppose to be, the unfailing and plentiful store of excel-

lent water that is afforded to the inhabitants by the Bale ; and it must
be admitted that in a clime so obnoxious to drought, and its conco-
mitant miseries of famine and dearth, as this part of Beloochistan,
the advantages of a constant supply of that article are invalu-
able. The chief of Sarawan is Gool Mohummud Khan of the

~ * These floods are very common and exceedingly dangerons. I have seen s hinpld
brook four or five inches deep swell in the course of ten minutes to a rapid and lmpasnble

torrent, carrying every thing before it.
+ Leathern bags for water.
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tribe of Kumburanee ; he pays no tribute to the Khan of Kelat, but
furnishes the whole of his troops, amounting to two hundred men, at
his own expence for the service of government. His revenues are
trifling, and he receives'them in produce rated according to the plen-
tifulness of the season, which, notwithstanding tife general barrenness
of the goil, is sometimes so great .in proportion to the consumers,
that thirty er forty measures of wheat, of seven pounds and a half
each, will sell for one rupee. When the harvest is unproductive, as
was the case in the years 1808 — 9, and 10, -the natives send their
camels, of which they have immense numbers, to. Gurmsyl, Kutch
Gundava, . and Sinde, and bring what : gram they need . from those
countries.

There is a Lukh or pass over the mountams in the dlrect route
from Sarawan to Kelat, but I understood it was so difficult of access,
that laden camels seldom attempted it, preferring to go from the
former town to Kharan* and thence to Kelat, which though a much
longer, is a more easy road.

29th March. I had the satisfaction to ﬁnd myself qulte rid of my
troublesome companion the fever, and left my ground in high spirits
before sunrise. I marched upwards of thirty miles west-south-west,
principally through the districts of Jalalan, Khurgoshkee, and Bhugut,
which are inferior departments of Kbaran, and exhibit a great
deal of arable ground ; much of it bad lately been tilled, but the
seed sown was mostly destroyed by a want of rain, and the portion
that had been .preserved by particular attention .to irrigating it,
and other artificial means, was:devoured by.a swarm of locusts,
so that the unfortunate husbandmen had all decamped to the
hills. It is a strange though unquestlonable fact, that those de-
structive insects never penetrate to thése districts unless in years of
drought and famine ; they then come as though it were to complete
the devastation, and what is still more astonishing, they invariably
appear from one quarter (the south-east) and return to the same ; the

* Vide Narrative of the 2gth March.
T
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natives therefore affirm, that they are apprized of the existence of a
desert, in which they would infallibly perish were they to make a
further flight to the north-west. We passed one very deep well
to-day, but the water was either dried up, or so low that we could
not reach it with the rope we had for drawing; however, as we
had still a part of yesterday’s stock, we were not very anxious
‘about it.

~ The town of Kharan lay about forty-five miles east-south-east ﬁ'om
our halting place in the evening. It is said to be considerably larger
than Sarawan, and is fortified in a similar manner. The district
which bears the same name is extremely mountainous, and forms the
north-western extremity of the province of Sarawan *. Its Sirdar,
Abbas Khan Nousherwanee, was tributary to Muhmood Khan till
within these last four years, when he declared himself exempt from
controul in any shape whatever ; he can call five or six hundred men
of his own tribe into the field, and the Nousherwanees are considered
excellent and hardy soldiers. The camels of Kharan are the most
celebrated in all these regions for strength and activity, a circum-
stance that gives their masters in their predatory pursuits a decided
superiority over their neighbours.

. 80th March. 1 was only enabled to accomplish a march-of seven-
teen miles and a half to-day, owing to a halt which I made, for four
hours, at a spot where I was fortunate enough to meet with a party
of Puzh Brahooes, one of whom I prevailed upon for a trifling re-
ward, to be my guide across the sandy desert that I was to enter the
next morning ; and with regard to which I was rather uneasy, as
Moorad did not seem quite certain of the route, and confessed,
when we had got another man, that he had never passed it so far to
the northward. * We replenished one of our water bags out of a pool
of bad rain water that we happened to light upon, and slept in the
desert, which had already began to assume a wavy appearance. . ~

¢ Sarawan is one of the largest provinces of Beloochistan.



181

CHAPTER IX.

SET OUT EARLY. = WELL. — DESCRIBED. — WATER BRACKISH. — RED SANDY
DESERT. — DIFFICULTIES. — WAVES. — CAMELS GO DOWN THEM ON THEIR
ENEES. — NO VEGETATION. — MOUNTAINS DISCERNIBLE. — HALT BEHIND A
S8AND WAVE. —~ ATMOSPHERE OPPRESSIVE. — PROCEED OVER THE DESERT.—
MOST EXTRAORDINABY PHENOMENON OBSERVED — DESCRIFITION, —= NATIVE
OPINION. — AUTHOR’S THEORY. — THE FLOATING SANDS DIFFERENT FROM
THE SUHRAB OR ‘‘ MIRAGE’’ — PROOF. —— CORROBORATION BY A FAKEER —
BOODOOR DRY RIVER — DESERTED VILLAGE OF REGAN.— WATER. — LEAVE
REGAN. — HARD BLACK DESERT. — MOUNTAINS TO BE SEEN, = HALT. —
VIOLENT TORNADO. — ITS CAUSE AND FREQUENCY. —- UNPLEASANT. — ADVAN-
TAGEOUS. — BADE' SUMOOM OR PESTILENTIAL WIND. — DREADFUL EFFECTS
OF IT ON THE HUMAN FRAME. — ITS APPROACH UNFORESEEN. — SURMISE
AND PRECAUTION. — THE LATTER SIMPLE. — MARCH AT NIGHT. — THE GUIDE

" LOSES THE PATH.— THE AUTHOR BY HIS COMPASS REGAINS THE DIRECTION,
AND OBTAINS GREAT CREDIT FOR HIS WISDOM. — VERY LONG DAY’S JOURNEY.
" == OBLIGED TO HALT. — NO WATER OR PROVISIONS. — ARRIVAL AT THE
VILLAGE OF KULLUGAN.—THE AUTHOR ASSUMES THE DISGUISE OF A RELIGIOUS

_ MENDICANT. — CAUSE OF THIS, — RECEPTION. — TREACHEROUS CONDUCT OF
A GUIDE. — EMBARRASSMENT. — HIRES ANOTHER GUIDE AND ESCORT. — LONG
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE CHIEF AND PEOPLE. — INSTANCE OF THEIR GROSS
IGNORANCE DESCRIBED IN AN ANECDOTE.— REFLECTIONS ON IT.

ARCH 381st. We were on our camels this morning by four
o’clock, and moved five miles west by south to a well, where
we filled every thing that would contain water preparatory to en-
countering the desert. This well was at least one hundred and fifty
feet .deep, nearly square, and not more than six feet in diameter:
the sides of it, for two fathom below the surface, at which depth the
strata became firm and hard, were propped by split date trees verti-
cally placed, and held in that situation by the pressure of the ends
of pieces of the samé wood running horizontally across the pit. An
s 2

\
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aperture was left at one corner to admit a small bucket or cop-
per vessel for drawing the water, which I was both surprized and
disappointed, considering the deepness of the well, to find so brackish
as to be barely palatable.
We quitted this well just as the sun rose, and proceeded the greater
‘part of the way on' foot, twenty-seven miles farther, over a desert
of red sand, the particles of which were so light, that when taken in
the hand they were scarcely more than palpable : the whole is thrown
by winds into an irregular mass of waves principally running east and
west, and varying in height from ten to twenty feet ; most of these
rise perpendicularly on the opposite side to that from which the pre-
vailing wind blows (north-west), and might readily be fancied, at a
distance, to resemble a new brick wall. The side facing the wind
slopes off with a gradual declivity to the base (or near it) of the next
windward wave. It again ascends in a straight line, in the same
extraordinary manner as above described, so as to form a hollow or
path between them. I kept as much in these paths as the direction
I had to travel in would admit of, but had nevertheless exceeding
difficulty and fatigue in urging the camels over the waves when it
was requisite to do so, and more particularly where we had to clamber
up the leeward or perpendicular face of them, in which attempt we
were many fimes defeated, and reduced to go round until an easier
place or turn in the wave offered. On the oblique or shelving side
the camels got up pretty well, as their broad feet saved them from
sinking deeper than we did ourselves, and the instant they found the
top of the wave giving way from their weight, they most expertly
dropt on their knees, and in that postur: gently slid down with the
sand, which was luckily so unconnected, that the leading camel
usually caused a sufficient breach for the others to follow on foot.
All symptoms of vegetation had ceased for the latter ten miles of my
journey this day, except a few stunted bushes of the Taghuz * and a

* Vide Narrative of the 27th, Note.
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bardy little plant called by the Belooches Sirrikoh ¥, bearing a purple
flower with a very powerﬁﬂ odoriferous smell. My guide appeared
to be chiefly regulated in his movements by a chain of mountains
that were at times just discernible to the southward. I did not halt
until it was almost dark, being desirous of getting through the
desert as quickly as in my power.  We spent the night under shelter
of one of the sand-waves, where the atmeosphere was uncommonly
hot and close.
1st April. 1 travelled to-day twenty mlles across a desert of the
same description as yesterday, and consequently the like impediments
opposed me, which were trifling, however, compared with the distress
suffered, not only by myself and people, but even the camels, from the
floating particles of sand ; a phenomenon which I am still at a loss to
account for. ‘When I first observed it, about ten a. m., the desert
seemed at the distance of half a mile or less, to have an elevated and
flat surface from six to twelve inches higher than the summits of the
waves. This vapour appeared to recede as we advanced, and once or
twice completely encircled us, limiting the horizon to a very confined
space, and conveying a most gloomy and unnatural sensation to the
mind of the beholder: at the same moment we were imperceptibly
covered with innumerable atoms of small sand, which getting into our
eyes, mouths, and nostrils, caused excessive irritation attended with.
extreme thirst, that was increased in no small degree by the intense
heat of the sun. On. questioning my Brahooé guide who, though a
perfectly wild savage, had more local knowledge than any other
person of the party, he said that this annoyance was supposed by his
countrymen and himself to originate in the solar beams causing the
dust of the desert (as he empbhatically styled it) to rise and float
through the air; and, judging from experience, I should pronounce
this idea to be partly correct, as I can aver that this sandy ocean was
only visible during the hottest part of the day . To prevent the

. Literally, mountain top. I have found no botanical name or description of it.
'+ The most simple theory that I can suggest for these moying sands, and which I offer
thhdlﬂidenoe,uthls. ‘When the violent whirlwinds that prevail in the desert, terminate
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_supposition of my having been deceived in its reality, I may here
add, that I have seen this phenomenon and the Suhrab, or watery
illusion, so frequent in deserts, called by French travellers the
Mirage, in opposite quarters at the same precise moment, and that
they were to my sight perfectly distinct ; the former having a cloudy
and dim aspect, whilst the latter is luminous, and can only be mis- .
taken for water: to corroborate what I have advanced, I may like-
wise state that I afterwards was joined by a Fakeer from Kabool, who
had come through the desert from Seistan, and told me that he had
witnessed the moving sands to a much greater degree than I had
described (or was willing to give him credit for), as he talked of being
forced to sit down in consequence of the density of the cloud which
enveloped him.

. To proceed with my journal: Sixteen miles from our last halting-
place, we reached the eastern bank of a dry river. called-the Boodoor :
it was at least five hundred yards in breadth, running in a south-
south-east direction towards the coast ; the bed of it in many places
impervious from a thick jungul of different kinds of trees and brush-
wood, the haunt of wolves, jackalls, and other wild animals. We
turned to the right and proceeded five miles north-westerly up the
river bed to a spot where there had a few months before been a vil-

in gusts of wind, they usually expand over several square miles, raging with irresistible
force, and bearing upwards an immense body of sand, which descends as the current
of air that gave it action dies away, thus creating the appearance in question. It
might perhaps be demanded, what should prevent the sand from altogether subsiding,
when it has so far done s0, as to rest apparently on the waves? To this I should answer,
that all the grosser particles do settle, but the more minute become rarified to such a
degree, by the heat excited by the burning sun on the red soil, that they remain as it
were in an undecided and undulating state, until the returning temperature restores their
specific gravity,-and then by an undeviating law of nature they sink to the earth. It
will be perceived that this-coincides in some measure with the opinion of the native
Brahooes, but conformable to their notion, it is evident that the floating sands would
be apparent at all periods of excessive solar influence, which not being the case, it becomes
hecessary to find a primary cause for the phenomenon.
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lage aptly called Regan*, whose inhabitants had gone to ‘Gurmsyl
(which district lies north-north-west of this place) owing to the
scarcity.  Here we halted on the western brink, and with much
digging and difficulty procured two Mushks, or skins, of water. "I
imagine the direct course from the well we left yesterday gnorning to
Regan, would have been about west ; but our guide, fearing to lose
himself, kept to the southward, where he could. at interwals descry
the mountains. : "

2d April. 1 set out from Regan just as the day began to dawn,
and having made a westerly march of twenty-one miles, -halted at
three in the afternoon. The desert was not near so sandy, and in
many places was composed of a hard black grdvel without a trace of
verdure, or even a bush to be seen. 4n the latter part. of my route I
could distinctly trace with my eye, a chain of lofty mountains stretch-
ing all round in front from south-west to north-west; and when we
alighted off the camels, my guide shewed me the break in them
through which we were to gain egress from this inhospitable waste. . -

I experienced this forenoon a violent tornado or gust of wind,
accompanied by a torrent of rain which continued for half an hour,
and was absorbed by the earth as it fell. It came on most unex-
 pectedly, and had the guide nos apprized me of its strength, we
should probably havxred‘ worse than we did, for it would have been
an act of temerity t#have tried to sit on the camels during its im-
petuous fury. Before it began, the sky was clear, save a few small
clouds in the north-west quarter, and the only antecedent warning it
afforded, was the oppressive sultriness of the air and a vast number of
whirlwinds springing up on all sides 1 ; the moment the Brahooé saw

* Sands. I have considered the Boodoor river, and its probable source, fully, in the
second part of this work. . o
- + "Phese whirlwinds would perhaps be more correctly called by some qther name, but
as the wind issued from them I venture to adopt the term. They are vast columns of
tand, which begin by a trifling agitation with a revolving motion on the' surface of the
desert, and gradually ascend and- expand, until the tops of them are lost to the view, in
which manner they move about with every breath of wind like a pillar of sand. - I have

-1
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these whirlwinds disperse, which they did as if by magic, and a cloud
“of dust approaching, he advised us to dismount, and.we had hardly
time to do. so and lodge ourselves snugly behind the camels, when the
storm burst upon us with a furious blast of wind: the rain fell in the
largest drops I ever remember to have seen, and the air was so com-
pletely darkened, that I was absolutely unable to discern any thing at
the distanee of even five yards. Moorad happened to place himself
about so many paces in front of me, and when I looked up, during
. the height of the tempest, I saw nothing of him, and therefore con- .
cluded he had shifted his position, but when it was over I found him
still in the same spot. These bursts are by no means rare, and
though unpleasant at the instant, have their attendant advantages, as
they cool and purify the atmosﬂxere, which would otherwise be quite
intolerable at any season, and is so notwithstanding their preva]ence,
throughout the hot months from June to September. - .

- Within that period, the winds in this desert are o&en so scorchmg
and destructive, as to kill any thing, either animal or vegetable, that
may be exposed to them, and the route by which I travelled is then
deemed impassable. This wind is distinguished every where in
Beloochistan, by the different names of Julot or Julo, the flame, and
Badé Sumoom, the pestilential wind. So powerfully searching is its
nature, that it has been known to kill camels of other hardy animals,
and its effects on the human frame were relatesto me by those who
had been eye-witnesses of them, as the most dreadful that can be
imagined ; the muscles of the unhappy sufferer become rigid and
contracted ; the skin shrivels, an agonizing sensation, as if the flesh
was on fire, pervades the whole frame, and in the last stage it cracks
into deep gashes, producing hemorrhage, that quickly ends this
misery. In some instances life is annihilated instantaneously, and
in others the unfortunate victim lingers for hours, or perhaps days, in

seen tthyorfonybfthaﬁ at the same time of different dimensions, apparently from
one to twenty yards in diameter. Thoeewhohavecemawaterspoutatseamayenctly
eonceive the same formed of sand on shore.
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the excruciating tortures I have described. To render this terrible
scourge still more baneful, its approach is seldom, if ever foreseen ;
and among all the Belooches with whom I have conversed regarding
it, no one asserted more than that they had heard it was indicated by
an unusual oppression in the air, and a degree of heat that affected the
eyes; the precaution then adopted, is to cover themselves over,
and lie prostrate on the earth. A curious fact is established by this
custom, that any cloth, however thin, will obviate the deleterious
effects of the Badé Sumoom on the human body.

8d April. As1 had a very long march before me, I determined
on starting in the middle of the night: the guide protested that he
knew the way, and in fact, had he comprehended any thing of the .
course we were to take, he could not have contrived to make a mis-
take, as we were now completely clear of the sand,: and the face of
the desert had changed into a hard black gravel, without a bush, a
stone, or the most trifling irregularity of surface, to interrupt our
progress ; notwithstanding which, before we had gone five hundred
yards, I discovered by the heavens that we had already formed two
or three complete circuits round the spot at which we had baited.
I was now as much bewildered as any of my followers, and was on
the point of calling a halt until day-break, when it recurred to me
that I had the bearings of the pass into the mountains, and that by
feeling the needle of my compass, I might ascertain the direction in
which we were to move. I therefore forced the glass of it out, and
holding the compass in my right hand, turned round till I brought
the north point of the index to my thumb; the west being then
exactly opposite to me, I marked some of the stars, and proposed to
officiate as conductor. Moorad and the Brahooé both wished to dis-
suade me from what they believed to be a vain attempt, by vowing
we should only get farther astray, but my Hindoostanee man was
willing to trust himself to my guidance, and his example induced
the others to dccede to my proposition ; we therefore advanced, and
st dawn of day found ourselves in the direct line that the guide
would bave pursued at mid-day, and thirteen miles nearer. the -

T ,
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mountains. This trivial incident was looked upon by my companions,

who were ignorant of the use of my compass ¥, to be little short of
an act of divine inspiration, and a fortnight posterior to its occurring

I was astonished to hear it cited by a man to whom Moorad had told
the circumstances, as a wonderful proof of my wisdom.

We travelled without intermission till seven o’clock in the evening,
and had then, by my computation, completed a distance of upwards
of forty-eight miles. I should have continued onwards, but my
people and camels too, were worn out with the fatigue of this and
the two preceding days, and on communing, I stood the only advo-
cate for exerting ourselves in an endeavour to gain the mountains ere
. we came to a stop. To augment our distress, the provisions. fell
short, and we had served out the last remains of water before we
halted, so that we were compelled to watch away the night under the
various hardships of fatigue, hunger, and thirst: the latter only in-
commoded me, but I consoled myself, and encouraged the despon-
dent, with the reflection that early next morning we should be able
to procure all that was necessary to our comforts.

4th April. Twelve miles from our halting place, partly over the
gravelly desert, and partly among stony bare hills, I arrived at the
village of Kullugan, situated in a narrow and most romantic valley
of Mukran. My intention on quitting Nooshky, was to have gone to
the town of Jalk about fourteen miles to the northward, but Moorad,
who I now. learned was married to a daughter of the Sirdar, pre-
vailed upon me to come to this place. When I had got within half a
mile of the village, he suggested that I should remain under the
shade of some date trees, whilst he rode on to apprize the chief of
my coming. I objected to this, as seeming to arrogate consequence
to myself, but Moorad assured me that it was customary with stran-
gers, and I afterwards invariably practised it in this part of the coun-

# Whenever any one saw my compass and enquired what it was, I answered, it was
a Kiblah Nooma, i. e. a pointer out of the Kiblah (the tomb of Mahomed at Mecca, to
which all Moosulmans turn when they pray), and that I used it in my devotions. :
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try. Moorad returned in a short space.to tell me that Meer Khoda-
dad (as he entitled the Sirdar) had desired I would instantly adopt
the name and character of a Peerzaduh *, otherwise he could not be
responsible for my safety even in his own house. * You are no
% longer,” added Moorad, ¢ to consider yourself in the Khan’s
% territories, or to calculate on the same good order and secu-
s rity that you saw existing there; we are now in Mukran, where
« every individual is a robber by caste, and where they do not hesi-
« tate to plunder brothers and neighbours.” Your’s is the very worst
“ name that you can henceforward travel under, and it would be an
“ useless attempt to try to persuade the people, that a merchant’s
% gervant was not possessed of property, or at least the means of
“ obtaining it.” I could guess at no sinister motive that Moorad
could harbour for inciting me to this’scheme, and although I made
due abatement for his amplification, I knew from what the old Sirdar '
at Nooshky had told me, that there was a good .portion of truth in
his statement. There was no time to parley, and I therefore obeyed
Meer Khodadad’s instructions, and immediately assumed the reli-
gious air and mien becoming my new appellation.

On entering the village I dismounted at the door of the mosque,
where I was formally introduced by Moorad to his father-in-law, the
Sirdar, and three or four Moollahs, or priests, as a Peerzaduh from
Kelat, and then on my pilgrimage. The former began a long
apology for being obliged to lodge me in the mosque, as the
Mihman Khanu, or house for guests, was not in a habitable state ;
but said that he had ordered a vacant house to be swept out for me.
I rejoined, that any place would answer for the short stay that I was
to make at his village; and shortly after he, and the pack of idlers
that had collected to hear the news, left me to repose for an hour or
two. In the evening I was conducted to my new mansion, a miser-

* From Peer, a saint; and Zaduh, the offspring. It means a religious devotee, and is
considered & most sacred appellnt.lon

+ Of Kelat. _
T 2
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able hovel, with two small rooms, and presently the Sirdar sent me
a quantity of food for myself and people, which we were heartily
glad to receive, having fasted for upwards of thirty hours. I had
slight symptoms of a recurrence of fever at night, and happening to
mention this to the Sirdar, he sent one of his slaves to Shampee
me ¥, from which operation I found great relief; the man continued
to'do so until I fell sound asleep; and I arose next morning quite
refreshed and well. ' ,
5th April. After breakfast, which was provided by the Sirdar,
and consisted, like dinner the evening before, of 'barley cakes and
sour milk, I took Moorad aside, and briefly told him that my
business would not admit of my tarrying at Kullugan longer than
the next day, when I purposed setting out for Surhud; that I there-
fore wished him to procure for me the small stock of provisions that
- I required, for which I should be happy to pay an equitable price’;
and finally, that he would prepare himself to proceed along with me.
He replied, that the famine, of which he doubted not I had seen
proofs even in the few hours I had been in the place, had raised the
value of food amazingly, and likewise rendered it difficult to be had,
but that his father-in-law intended, on his account, to spare me a few
dates, and a little barley-flour from his own household store. This
communication with respect to the dearth, however disagreeable, was
not my principal cause of vexation, for Moorad added, that he had
been given to understand, that it would be exceedingly hazardous to
think of advancing any farther, without some matchlockmen as a
safe-guard ; and that going to Surhud was totally out of the ques-
tion, as the Belooches of that place + had, within the last three
weeks, ransacked Kullugan, and of course the inhabitants of the

o

# The most common mode of Shampoing is to knead, as it were, the body all over;
squeezing and stretching the joints at the same time. There are, however, many other
ways of its being done. I have seen a man who, as soon as he lay down, had three or
four people to come and pat every part of him (not even missing his face) until he went
to sleep.

+ The tribe of Koords.
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two villages were implacable enemies. ¢ You had better therefore,”
said he, « decide on taking the route of Bunpoor or Huftur *, and
“ for a trifling remuneration, Meer Khodadad will himself accom-
% pany us.” To this I answered that I had no money, and reminded
Moorad of the assurance he had given me when I first hired him,
that I should not be put to any additional expence for guides as far
as Surhud. He acknowledged the fact, stating that he was not then
aware of, and could not foresee the tumultuous state of the country,
- but that to evince his entire willingness: to undergo any toil in my
service, he was ready at that moment to attend me back to Nooshky;
though with regard to prosecuting my journey, his opinion was, that
unless I had some other protection, it was utterly impracticable, and
what he would not countenance by his presence. I brought forward
every argument that I could devise to change his resolution, but the
vagabond had me in his power, and being certain that I neither
would profit by his offer of returning, or had the means of compel-
ling him to fulfil his original stipulation, he remained inflexible, and
I was ultimately necessitated to conclude an agreement with him, to
pay Meer Khodadad fifty rupees, in consideration of his convoying
me with six armed men either to Huftur or Bunpoor, and that we
were positively to depart the following day after twelve o’clock
prayers. I instantly put the cash into his hands, and with a view of
preventing any fresh demands, took care to shew him that I had
only twenty-six rupees remaining, which I remarked was to provide
food for myself and three men, exclusive of incidental charges for
guides, during a journey of seven hundred miles that I had still to
perform, before I could reach the city of Kirman, the scoundrel.
viewed this remnant of my funds with the utmost sang froid, and
told me to trust to Providence® for my support. I turned from him
to hide the chagrin I felt at being so basely treated, and in a few.
minutes he sent his father-in-law to assure me, that so far as he was.

* Towns which I afterwards visited.
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concerned, he would adhere to the bargain, and that I might make
myself confident of setting off at the appointed hour, a point on
which I had laid particular stress, dreading a repetition of the delays
I had such reason to remember at Nooshky.

At sunset we had our dinner as usual, and by the time I had
swallowed a hasty meal, the house in which I lodged was crowded
with people. Khodadad was one of the assembly, and I learned
that he had been so thoughtful the evening before, as to direct that I
. might not be pestered with visitors, owing to my indisposition ;- an
act of careful politeness that I had not known equalled since I landed
at Sonmeany, and which I confess I had not anticipated at Kullugan.
We had a great deal of conversation on various subjects that I could
have wished to avoid, especially religion, a topic which the Sirdar
took every method of introducing, with the evident design of dis-
covering to what sect of Moosulmans I belonged. I soon discerned
from his sentiments that he was a rigid Soonnee, and therefore
adapted my discourse to his opinions, by which artifice I eluded all
serious controversy, and what with the former instructions of Futtuh
Mohummud (my Hindoostanee man) and his well-timed assistance
in the course of the evening, managed not only to acquit myself
without blunders, but to impress my auditors “with such notions of
my theologlcal skill, that my voice on two or three occasions declded
the point at issue.

About ten o’clock I spread my Kummul* in a corner, and stretched
myself upon it, in the expectation that the assembly would follow my
example and retire ; but my attention was presently drawn to an
argument that afforded me high amusement. This was between two
of the villagers, one of whom most vehemently asserted that the
sun and moon were actually the same luminary : his opponent urged,
as far as I could understand, many incontestable proofs to the con-
trary, and at length losing all patience, called silence, to some others

* Country blanket.
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who had intermeddled in the dispute, and exclaimed : “ Let him be,
-« ] will give him his answer.” He then sneeringly demanded how
he could reconcile with his position the sun and moon being visible
at the same moment in opposite sides of the heavens: the other
was posed a little, but either feeling unconvinced, or determined, as
a point of honor, not to give in, he coolly rejoined that the latter
was the reflection of the former. The debate would probably have
continued some hours, had it not been suggested to refer to me: I
feigned sleep, but found that I should have had to listen to a minute
recapitulation of the whole matter, to escape which I acknowledged
that I had overheard the discussion, and 'although far from a com-
petent umpire, was inclined to disagree with the last speaker : this
opinion was received as conclusive, and the assembly broke up. This

anecdote furnishes a remarkable example of the ignorance of these
~ people, and is hardly reconcileable with our ideas of the reasoning
faculties bestowed on man, to suppose that beings possessing a know-
ledge and belief of their Maker, and acquainted, however rudely,
with the common forms of life, should be capable of such gross
absurdity. ‘ :
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ﬂPRIL 6th. Meer Khodadad was punctual to his declaration,

" and I left Kullugan as soon as noontide prayers were finished.

I was very reluctantly compelled to go to the mosque and take a

part in them, an act of duplicity I had hitherto evaded, and was still

solicitous to do so; but the Sirdar came to my lodging and called to

me, as a matter of course, to join him ; for the truth was, he thought
1z '
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that I had stipulated for having prayers before we set out. I per-
ceived there was no alternative, so I simply went through the motions
of prostration, keeping my eye fixed on the Sirdar, and muttering to
myself. When I was mounting my camel, Moorad came up to kiss
my hand, and said that as his father-in-law was to escort me, there
was no need for his going. I had anticipated this close to his vil-
lainous conduct, and did nothing to induce him to alter his deter-
mination, as I was rather pleased than otherwise, at leaving him
behind. My guard had decreased to three men, or rather boys,
exclusive of Meer Khodadad and a Fakeer from Kabool, who was
thus far on his way to Mecca. We travelled about six miles a little
to the southward of West, through a water-course between moun-
tains, and passed two villages named Poora and Ybee. At four p.m.
we halted in the most open spot we could find, to prevent the possi-
bility of our being surprized during the night..

Kullugan contains about one hundred and fifty houses, many of
which are two or three stories high, being thus erected to enable the
owners, when attacked, to take refuge in the upper part; indeed,
the majority of the inhabitants sleep above, ascending by a ladder
through a trap-door, and drawing it up after them; so that should
the robbers come-at night, they cannot molest the family, nor get
at their stock of grain and other provisions. The village is built on
one side of a narrow grove of date trees, that extends to the south-
ward upwards of a mile, the soil beneath it was planted with rice
and other grains, a broad rivulet ran through the centre, on the
borders of which grew numbers of lofty spreading trees with rich and
luxuriant foliage ; the mountains, at that season clothed with verdure,
overhung the hamlet ; and, on the whole, I thought it more embel-
lished by nature with her various beauties, than any place I had ever
seen. The impression it made upon me was rendered still stronger,
by the sudden transition from that expanded and desolate waste I had
just journied over to this sequestered and beautiful spot.

In the second part of this work, the province of Mukran is treated
of in detail, and as these districts form a part of it, I shall be brief in

v
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my observations on them at present. Every village here has a Sirdar
or chief, who appears to be elected to fill that station by the general
suffrage of the people, and receives from them a voluitary grant
of a small portion of the annual crops of grain and dates, in lieu of
which he is bound to entertain such strangers as are deemed deserv-
ing of that attention ; but in Mukran the genius of hospitality is far
behind that of Beloochistan, and the occasions of its being exercised
comparatively few. The natives of the districts from Kullugan to
Hufter are called Mukranees, or. people of Mukran. They are s
small race of men, and though very hardy, and, as far as I could
judge; brave, live in constant dread of their powerful neighbours the
Belooches, with whom they admit themselves umable to cope. Their
dress; occupations, and habits -are much the same : their women are
very ordindry, and I particularly remarked, that there was not one in
the village of Kullugan (the only place in which I sojourned suffi-
ciently long, to make any observations of that nature) who had not
weak eyes, for which malady-I gave two or three of the Sirdar’s
relations - little eye-water, - made from alum and opium, that I
happened to have with me. I was afterwards tormented by all
‘the females in the village, not merely for relief in that one com-
" plaint, but divers others which the ladies had no scruples in minutely
describing. to -the Peerzaduh, the only name they accosted me by.
Several of them fervently prayed for the sake of Mohummud, and as
I hoped to derive a blessing by my pilgrimage, that I would confer
on them an amulet to remove barrenness; others complained of
hysterics -and vapours, and in fact their ailments were equal to the
number of individuals, as each had a separate case to lay before me.
At last, to escape from their importunities, I was constrained to
_avow.my inability to instruct or prescribe in those matters.

“ Tth April. After passing a very wet comfortless night, we were
glad to rise off the cold ground before day-break, in hope of warming
ourselves by the exercise of moving. I then discovered that a sad
mischance had befallen me, in the loss of one of my shoes, which was
carried away by a fox or some other animal ; and unfortunately the
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road was so miserably bad, that it required us to dismount two or

three times in every so many hundred paces; but notwithstanding
this concatenation of obstacles, I marched, in the course of the day,
twenty-six miles, alternately through deep water courses, over rocky
ledges of mountains, or stony plains. The route was very circaitous,
and a great part of it led across the small district of Kalpoorukan *
which is subject to the chief of Dizuk, near whose largest .town I
halted in the plain at seven o’clock in the evening. There are two
very extraordinary hills in this neighbourhood ; one of ‘them named
- Koh® Gubr, or the Guebre’s mountain. I was not nearer to it than
twelve or fourteen miles. It is very striking in its shape, rising in the
form of alofty cupola, and towering far above all the other mountains
in its vicinity. On the summit of it, it is reported, are the remains
of an Atush Kudu or fire temple, but I could meet with no person
who had actually been at it. The other is a detached hill in the
plain, styled Kohé Gwanka or. the hill -of echo,.from its possessing
the surprizing power of distinctly repeating any words spoken in a
low tone of voice within fifty yards of its base. It was almost dusk
when I passed about a quarter of a mile from it, but my people hal-
looed out, and it certainly reverberated whatever they said without

the slightest deviation. I should conjecture from its appearance that -

it is hollow ; and, since my return to India, I have heard from a
native of those countries, that there are hieroglyphic characters on
the Kohé Gubr. They are both, however, superstitiously held to be
the residence of Deves or sprites, and many marvellous stories are
~ recounted of the injury and witchcraft suffered by those who essayed,
in former days (for now they are shunned by all classes) to ascend or
explare them. . - :
Whilst we stopped at sunset to allow Meer Khodadad leisure to
say his prayers, at which he .was regular three ‘times in the day,
eighteen armed men joined us. We had previously’ perceived them

* Kalpoorukan, I believe, signifies full of fairies or spirits.
v 2
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hovering about, as if reconnoitring our strehgth, and when we came
to commune together, they gave us to understand, that having descried
our party about two o’clock in the afternoon, they concluded we
were bent on plundering some of the villages in the district that
night; and had therefore laid a plan to attack us in the twilight,
when they correctly estimated, that we should have made no pre-
paration for repelling them ; but that, on seemg us dismount, they
were induced to approach to ascertain our views. As they were
stout looking men, nearly double our number, and much better
armed, it is most probable several of us would have been killed or
~wounded, had not the halt we so providentially made, frustrated their
scheme by leading to an eclaircissement. = Khodadad informed them,
that I was a Peerzaduh on a Huj or pilgrimage, on which, they pro-
fessed increased satisfaction at the discovery of a mistake that might
have caused mee the slightest molestation ; and I had to undergo the
ceremony of embracing them all round ; after which they staid but a,
few minutes and then left us, to return to their homes. )
8th April. 1 reached the village of Gull, the first in the district
of Dizuk, by seven a.m., and had passed through it g few hundred
paces, when a Moollah belonging to the mosque, who had heard of
me from the villagers that were with us the evening before, sent a
boy to'entreat, that I would turn back and partake of some refresh-
ment. I saw clearly that this politeness originated entirely in curi-
osity, and it would have been more satisfactory to me, not only for
that reason, but because I anticipated religious discussions, to have
evaded a compliance with the invitation ; but having no good plea
for doing so, and. being urged to accept it by all my companions
(who did not chuse to forfeit a good breakfast for what they considered
my punctilio), I was obliged to return, and found four or five well-
dressed respectable men sitting on carpets.spread under a shady tree,
with bread and butter-milk in wooden dishes before them. They all
" rose up to receive me, and when we had reciprocally kissed hands
and embraced, I was placed on the right hand of the principal -
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Moollah, who uttered Bismillah * and we commenced our meal, at
which the whole were fortunately so occupied, that they had little
time to ask me-questions. When we had done eating, a slave
brought water to wash as before we sat down, and my left hand sup-
porter, who spoke middling Persian, looked round and said to the .
group, “ The Peerzaduh will repeat a Fatihu or prayer of thanks-
“ giving.” This call upon me was as unexpected as unwelcome, and
I was greatly perplexed for an instant; however, as I had acquired
a trifling knowledge of the most common Mohummudan prayers,
from the instruction of my Hindoostanee servant subsequent to quit-
ting Bombay, I assumed a very grave air, stroked down my beard
with all imaginable significance, and muttered a few sentences,
managing to articulate rather distinctly, the words Ullah, Rusool,
Shookr; &c. t; this succeeded admirably well, and we separated
with the same forms with which we met.

I proceeded about nine miles further through the district of Dizuk,
which is very fertile and populous, containing either seven or eight
villages, each of which has a distinct name, but the natives usually
designate them by the general term of Dizuk, a custom very pre-
valent all over Beloochistan, or, I might add, Asia, and very liable
to mislead strangers. The principal chief is Neamut Oollah Khan,
to whom I had a letter from the Sirdar of Nooshky, but I did not
deliver it, because he would have detained me some hours, or per-
haps the night. He receives one tenth of the whole produce, which
is immense in wheat and dates, as they have a never failing supply of
water from a brook that meanders down the vale, and the plantations
of palm trees are numerous and extensive. Shah Mihrab Khan, who
resides at Huftur, a town six days’ journey hence; has a village here,
which he himself afterwards told me, yielded him an income equal to

* Bismillah, ¢ In the name of God.” This invocation is used by pious Moosulmans
on every occasion, however unimportant. Here it answers to our grace.

+ Ullah, God ; Rusool, the Prophet ; Shookr, thanks: these words were the most likely
to occur in a prayer of the kind I was called upon to give.
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" ten thousand rupees a year; and as Neamut Oollah Khan 'poséesses
seven of the same description, his revenues may be fairly estimated
at sixty or seventy thousand rupees per annum.

During a halt we made this forenoon near a village called Surjo,
where I was to purchase a pair. of shoes, a crowd of people collected
around us and commenced an attack, in_due form, on religious mat-
ters. They took me for a Persian, and consequently stamped me as
a-Sheea, which sect they most vehemently hate ; but I silenced them
in a few minutes with the aid of my Hindoostanee man, who was ever
my faithful supporter on these oceasions. As I rose to depart, a man
-observed to me that I was certainly destined to go to heaven. “ Your .
¢ looks,” said he, * indicate that you had, in your native country,
% wherewithal to subsist upon, and, therefore, voluntarily to abandon
% those comforts and travel in this style, is a penance which will un-
. questionably give you great claims to future reward. Should IL,”
added he, “ go in the same way, I have no reason to look for similar
“ advantage, because I am as poor and miserable at home as I can
“ be elsewhere *.” I protested that he then saw me in my true
station in life, but he smiled at this; and, at last, fixing his eyes on
my feet, he said that they alone confuted my declaration, and proved
I had not been accustomed to such penury. I instantly went to my
shoes and put them on, for notwithstanding I had persevered in ex-
posing my feet to the sun, even till they were often blistered, I could
never get them to assume the weather beaten colour of my hands and
face. The man followed me until I mounted my camel and rode off;
but I am confident, although the fairness of my skin attracted his -
observation, that he did not suspect me of being an European.

* The doctrine contained in this speech is rather at variance with the equality held
forth to all good Moosulmans by the Koran, but it is always encouraged, plainly with the
aim of inducing men of property to go on pilgrimage, who thereby give éclat to the act,
exclusive of the large presents they make to the shrines they visit.

+ All Asiatics attach an idea of rank to fairness of colour. Why, I know not, unless
it is that their chiefs are usually fairer than the commonalty; this may perhaps be owing
* to their being brought up with greater care, immured mhdtered from vicissitudes of

climate and season ; in their mature age they are also less liable to exposure.
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9th April. We passed the night at the bottom of the western
range of Dizuk hills, which we ascended this morning, and travelled
over ten miles westerly, when we entered a very extensive plain
composing the district of Sibb. A small town of that name lay about
four miles south of my road, and two west of it there is a village
“called Kullugee, and another nearly north named Pogee. I did not
visit any of these places, of which the Sirdar is Sheik Moorad Khan,
a Koord Belooche, who has been invited by the primitive inhabitants
to colonize here, with a few of his tribe, in order to defend the
district, a task for which his bravery and resolution appear to have
well qualified him. He has hitherto succeeded in maintaining his
independence, though repeatedly attacked by the troops of Shah
Mihrab, Khan of Puhra, who is confessedly by far the most potent
chief in this side of the country. The district of Sibb is, generally
speaking, barren, and would be .entirely so, were it not for a broad
. water-course on the western side of it, in the bed of which there are
large wheat fields, and groves of palm trees. Wheén we had crossed
the plain of Sibb a second ridge of low mountains presented itself, at
the back of which we halted. The aggregate distance to-day was
twenty-three miles, and the- course nearly west. In some of the
narrow ravines I observed the Lye or tamarisk bush, but no other
shrubs or vegetation.
10th April. The path, during the whole of this day’s Joumey, was’
very winding, and the face of the country surprizingly altered; in-
deed it was scarcely conceivable that so entire a change could have
taken place within so limited a space : instead of the mountains and
hills being, as those near Kullugan and Dizuk, clothed with verdure
- and shrubs to the summits, here they were a mere mass of black
rock ; and in lieu. of the’ expanded flat districts. of Kalpoorukan,
Dizuk, and Sibb, the few level spots that I met with were intersected '
by low stony ridges and deep ravines, which made them both difficult
.and unpleasant to journey over. We had one Kothul ¥, or defile,

* Kothul is the Persia®word for a pass or defile; Lukh, the Belooche.
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neither remarkable for its great acclivity or length, but the natural
strength of its situation seemed to me to be such, that it was tenable
by a few men against any force. The passage is excavated for two
hundred yards, to the depth of ten feet, out of the solid stone, and
the ascent so abrupt, that stones hurled down would be attended with
inevitable death to any one coming up. I reckon the extreme length
of my march this day at twenty-eight miles, though in a straight line
it was not half that distance from one halting place to the other. At
the seventeenth and twenty-fifth miles are the two small villages of
Shurok and Mughsee, both encoinpassed by a mud wall. I rode
into the latter with the intention of remaining there that night, but
hearing that a gang of Loorees had murdered the Sirdar a few days
before, and that their leader was officiating in that capacity, by com-
" mand of Shah Mihrab Khan, I did not deem it prudent to sojourn
any length of time in the power of such blood thirsty ruffians, and
therefore passed on and slept in the jungul.
Although I had long accustomed myself to regard the people of
this part of Mukran as hardened in every species of inhumanity,
I must confess I was confounded by the cool depravity evinced
by an old man who was the head of-the murderous gang, and
who, after having minutely detailed to Khodadad and my camel
- drivers the particulars of the assassination, pointed with great appa-
‘rent exultation to a very high house in the village, and said that the
son of the unfortunate Sirdar had taken refuge there at the moment
of the massacre of his father’s family ; and that they were moment-
arily expecting him to descend to be put to death: the hoary sinner
(for he was really such) added, with the same merciless composure,
that the youth might as well come down quickly and relieve them
from the tedious task of starving him out, which was the only mode of
expulsion they meant to pursue, lest they should damage the build-
ing and property in it. I ventured to ask, what Shah Mihrab Khan
had thought of this outrage towards a man who had held the village .
~ in fief from him ; and, to increase my astonishment, I was informed,
that subsequent to the commission of the gefarious act, the Loorees
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had simply offered to acknowledge his authority and pay the cus-
tomary fines, on which their proffered allegiance had been accepted,
and their King, as they called him, formally invested in the Sirdaree
or chiefship of Mughsee. Revenge alone had stimulated the gang to
this atrocity: they had desired permission, prior to the seed-time,
which had then elapsed about two months, to settle for a season in
the neighbourhood of the village, in order to cultivate a small piece
of ground, which application was harshly refused, and they were
threatened with chastisement if seen, after a certain period, within
the district. They disappeared, until the armed men that had been
called together to expel them, had returned to their agricultural
occupations * ; and, one night, making a forced march from a spot at .
which they had been secreted in the mountains, they suddenly seized
the Sirdar’s house and butchered him and his whole household : the
villagers made no attempt to saye any of them, and spoke with the
utmost indifference of the cruel fate impending over the son. In
more peaceful climes than these, where the lives and properties of
men are guarded by laws divine and human, the mind revolts at the
bare idea of such wickedness, and it is scarcely credited that it exists ;
but in these regions the case is widely different: here, the most
familiar topics of conversation are bloodshed and rapine, and habit
has brought the natives to view crimes, at which human nature ought
to shudder, not only with unconcerned apathy, but as subjects of
amusing discussion.

The Loorees, who were the active people on this qccasion, are a
class of vagabonds who have no fixed habitations ; and in many other
respects their character bears a marked affinity to the gipsies of
Europe. They speak a dialect peculiar to themselves, have a King
to each troop, and are notorious for kidnapping and pilfering. Their
favourite pastimes are drinking, dancing, and music, the instruments

* Here, and in many other parts of the country, the people quit the villages in spring,
and go to any fertile valley or plain within a moderate distance, where they feed their
flocks and cultivate a little grain, returning at the end of autumn,

X
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of which they invariably carry along with the fraternity, which is like-
wise attended by half a dozen of bears and monkies, that are broke
in to perform all manner of grotesque tricks. In each company there
are always two or three members who 'profess an insight into the
abstruse sciences of Ruml and Qoorud*, beside other modes of
divining, which obtains them a ready admission into every soclety,
among a people who believe so firmly in predestmatlon.

The religion that the Loorees pretend to, is Mohummudanism, but
they are avowedly indifferent about it, and never trouble their heads
respecting the different points contested between the Soonnees and
~ Sheeas, conforming to the opinions of each sect according to the
. convenience of the momentt+. I had not an opportunity of con-
versing with any of them on these subjects, but, from inquiries since
made, I understand they contemn many of the principles of the
Koran as highly absurd. They say that man was born to live, to die,
to rot, and be forgotten ; and that during his existence, if he is
happy, he has only to pray for a continuance of it ; but, if the con-
trary, he is at liberty, not only to forego his devotions,-but to put
an end to his sufferings. When one of them happens to die, they
bury every thing with him that could be cxclusively considered his,
such as his cloaths, sword, and matchlock, in order that that article
of their belief relative to his being forgotten may be accomplished.

Both men and women dress in the most preposterous and fantastic
way that they can devise, adorning themselves with feathers, skins,

" * Ruml is an Amblc word signifying sand. The method of divination by it is scatter-
ing a quantity on a board over which certain ceremonies have been performed, and then

reading the characters. The person thus officiating is called Rummal. Qoorui or
Kooruh means a lot. It is practised in different ways, but most frequently by bones of a
dead man cut in the shape of dice, and marked with hieroglyphic characters. These are
thrown, by the person wishing to know his destiny, and the fortune-teller explains the
result. :

+ I asked Qaem, Khan of Huftur, the next town to Mughsee, whether the Loorees 1
had seen at the latter place were Sheeas or Soonees, “ Oh!” said he, laughing, * they
¢ are either as it happens to suit them: here they are Soonees: in Persia they would be
« Sheeas, and if they were among.the Kharujees (outcasts), they are.ready for that -

¢ religion.”
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berries, shells, and other baubles. They are impudent and immodest
in demeanour, and addicted to every species of vice and gross sensu-
ality ; for, as they never marry, the females live promiscuously with
the men. Nor are any bounds set to this incestuous commerce.
They have seldom offspring, so that they prefer stealing girls, who
are instructed by the force of example ; but when any of the women
do conceive, the issue is considered the joint property of the whole
community, and at a certain age initiated accordingly.

In my route to-day, the spot was shewn to me where Khan Juhan
Khan, a Seistanee chief, had encamped about two months before,
when he' made an inroad into these districts with seven or eight
hundred banditti, and swept away every thing that he could lay his
hands on. I should have conjectured that his booty could not have
been great, and was surprized to learn that it amounted to some
thousand sheep and goats, beside a few slaves and camels. Captain
Christie was afterwards at the town at which Khan Juhan Khan
resides in Seistan, and heard him spoken of as the terror of the
nelghbourmg countries.

This" evenmg, a little before sunset, Meer Khodadad dmu'ed I
would come to prayers. I excused myself and sauntered away from
the spot we had halted upon, whilst the Kabool Fakeer was bellowing
out the Uzaan *, and as time was short, he could*not follow to press
me; but the moment their devotions were over, he came to me,
where I was ruminating on the extraordinary scene I had witnessed
.t Mughsee, and after a short preamble, said, that he could not ima-
gine the reason for my disinclination to join himself and his people
at prayers. He remarked that Futtuh Mohummud was equally
censurable with myself; and that, in every light, it was unpardonable
in both of us who were going on pilgrimage, and on whom the per-

pa—

Ve

¢ The Uzaan is a word for which I know no English phrase: it signifies a warning
or call preparatory to prayers. The person who makes it is called the Moouzzin, and in
moeques it is done from the top of the highest minaret. The effect is very pleasing and
-solemn when (as is mostly the case) the Moouzzin has a clear and sonorous voice.

x 2
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formance of religious duties was therefore doubly incumbent. It
instantaneously occurred to me that Moorad Khan had imposed upon
him, and me likewise at Kullugan, so far, that he fancied us to be
pilgrims in reality ; and when I got leisure to reflect on the manifold
proofs he had given of this supposition, by his behaviour and dis-
course during the period he had been my guide, I wondered at my
own stupidity in not having found it out sooner.

I was, however, very well pleased with the discovery, and did not
think of undeceiving Khodadad, who continued his exhortation by
observing that I ought to be more conversant with religion, and to
know more of its obligations than himself; and yet, that he would
not go a mile from his own house without constant regard to
his orisons. I told him, in reply to this admonition, that there were
certain conditions in which our holy and mighty prophet Mohummud
had interdicted us from the worship of the Creator or himself, that
in that staté my companion, ag I called Futtuh Mahomed, and my-
self then were, having worn the cloaths on our backs upwards of a
month, and that he was surely aware that every good Moosulman
was bound to cleanse his person as well as mmd, prior to makmg his
petltlons to heaven. .

I was in hopes that this reasoning, grounded on the highest autho-
rity that a Mohummudan acknowledges *, would have silenced him,
but he resumed the discussion by reminding me, that the sahe com-
mand that I had just cited expressly declares that every allowance is
to be made for travellers, “ but God knows,” said he, « with whom,
“ my fate has destined me to travel, I cannot comprehend who you
“ are, whether Jews, Kafirs 1, or accursed Sheeas.” I took the
prophet to witness we were none of these, nor any thing else than real
Soonnite Moosulmans ; and was about to advance, most dogmati-
cally, further arguments to uphold the propriety of my objections,
when one of my camel drivers appeared to tell us that the bread was
baked, and we returned with him to get our dinner. When I related

* The Koran. 4 I fancy Kafirs included all Christians.
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this adventure to Futtuh Mohummud, he was highly md1gnant at the
idea of being taken for a Yahoodee or Jew ; swore that Meer Khoda-
dad was a fool, and unacquainted with the religion he pretended to
teach others, and that he would prove this before the whole party
next day ; accordingly, he offered him a piece of bread and bade him
eat just what was Hulal or lawful of it, and no more *: the Sirdar
did not see the subtlety of the request ; and baving been well rebuked
for interfering with others before he was perfect in his own duty, it
was explained to him.

» Among the other ridiculous and trifling points that are prescribed by the Koran, a
man is forbidden to swallow any thing that sticks between his teeth when eating. This
was clearly meant to induce the followers of the Prophet to keep their mouths clean, but
it is so perverted, or rather so closely adhered to, by some rigid Moosulmans, that they
pick their teeth and wash their mouths between every mouthful of meat that they take.
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CHAPTER XL

BARREN AND UNINHABITED COUNTRY. = SURHUD BELOOCHES. — THAT VILLAGE
PLUNDERED. — THE GUIDE’S BOMBAST AND THREATS. — RIVER BED, ~ THICK
JUNGUL. — VARIOUS KINDS OF TREES. — PATH VERY INTRICATE,-—— VILLAGE
OF ASMANABAD. — DESCRIPTION OF THE RIVER BED AND IT8 APPEARANCE.
~—— DISTURBED IN THE NIGHT BY WILD BEASTS.-——THE VILLAGERS ALL ON
THE ALERT. — ERRONEOUS OPINION THEY HAVE ABOUT HUNTING WILD
HOGS. — A FAKEER LEAVES THE PARTY. — THE AUTHOR’S SATISFACTION.
— TOWN OF HUFTUR. — RECEPTION, — THE SIRDAR OR CHIEF. — THE
AUTHOR SUSPECTED OF BEING A NATIVE PRINCE IN DISGUISE.— HE EVADES
A DISCUSSION BY GIVING THE CHIEF A PISTOL.~— GETS A LETTER.—— TOWN
OF PUHRA. — RECEPTION. —— THE AUTHOR DISCOVERED TO BE A EUROPEAN.
— NO BAD CONSEQUENCES ENSUE, OWING TO THE LJ]BERALITY OF THE
CHIEF. — THE VEXATION AND DISAPPOINTMENT OF THE GUIDE.— HIS BE-
HAVIOUR. — HALT A DAY TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS.— BELOOCHES VERY
TROUBLESOME. — A GOOSAYEN ARRIVES. — HIS STORY AND PEREGRINATIONS.
— THE AUTHOR PROPOSES TO HIM TO ACCOMPANY HIM. — THE CHIEF’S
LEVEE. — WHERE HELD. — AN EVENING ASSEMBLY. — DISCUSSIONS AND
CONVERSATION. — RUDE IDEAS OF THE CHIEF. — EXEMPLIFIED BY AN
ANECDOTE. — AUTHOR’S APOLOGY FOR HIS PROLIXITY. — HIS REFLECTIONS
ON THE SUBJECT.

PRIL 11th. 1 marched twenty-five miles to-day, through a
7. barren and uninhabited tract, consisting of. rocky hills and dry
water-courses, in the bottoms of some of which there were various
kinds of low brushwood that might serve for camels to browse on, and
likewise a little water.. The direction was quite as intricate, and
tended still more to the southward than yesterday ; and we were in
the evening, as nearly as I could compute, south-south-west of our
last halting place ; and, in a straight line, about ten miles from it.

Between twelve and one o'clock, I met with three families of Sur-
hud (Koord) Belooches, who were flying from that place, which they

1I



,
4

ASMANABAD. . 159 .

informed me had been ransacked and entirely desolated ﬁﬁeen},days
preceding, by the nephews of Khan Juhan Khan, aided by some of
the troops of that chief. I purchased a goat from these unlucky
refugees (who were going ta Sibb to enrol themselves under the ban-
ners of Sheikh Moorad Khan), for which they only asked half a
rupee, but I having no less coin, they got a whole one. Meer Kho-
dadad quite exulted at the discomfiture of the Surhudees, and fer-
vently thanked God for having inflicted so signal a judgment on
them, in return for their attack on Kullugan. He protested, with
all possible' bombast, that it had only relieved him from the task of
rooting out the tribe for its unwarrantable Chupao, or inroad, into
his district. It was clear, however, from what he had previously
confessed, that nothing was farther from his mtentlons than putting
this bravado into execution.

~ 12th April. 1 set out this morning at five o’clock, and after pro-
ceeding a mile and ‘a half west-south-west, over mountains, de-
scended by a steep shelving bank into a river-bed, varying in breadth
from two hundred yards to three quarters of a mile, overgrown with-
an impervious jungul of Lye, Taghuz, Babool, and Khurbo *, and
affording abundance of water.  The two latter trees, for here they
grow to a vast size, were in flower, and their fragrance, assisted by
that of numberless small wild shrubs, completely perfumed the air.
The intricacy of the path, through this wilderness of sweets, was so
very great, that I expected every moment we should lose it. We -
seldom moved more than fifteen or twenty yards in the same direc-
tion; until the last four miles of my route, where the river bed ex-
panded into a hard flat, covered with bushes and stunted trees. I
halted at sun-set in this p]ain,' which is about seven miles across and
bounded by hills, close to some cultivated ground and the ruins of a
large village called Asmanabad, the population of which, except
two or three families, had removed to Huftur and Puhra.

* Lye, Tamarisk, Taghuz, another species. Babool, Farnesian Mimosa. Khurbo,
Oleander or almond flower.
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The total of this day’s journey, by my computation, was thirty-two
miles, and the medium of our course the same as the preceding
one. - The ziver bed, as well as the plain at the southern extremity
of it, bore all the traces of being visited by violent floods. Logs of
wood, stenes, and rubbish, were, in the serpentine mazes of the
former, - heaped . together of extraordinary size, and I observed
grass and weeds entangled in the upper branches of trees, twelve or
fifteen  feet from the earth, in such a form, that it was evident
they had been lodged there by the subsidency of water. In the
course of the night we were serenaded by the mingled howlings of
wolves, hyenas, jackalls, and other animals, that kept a long way
from us, but would no doubt have approached much nearer, had they
not been intimidated by the hooting and- shouting of the villagers,
who were on the alert in expectation of the wild hogs paying their
wheat fields an unwelcome visit. These varacious animals are very
plentifiil in this part.of the country, and particularly partial to such
junguls as I passed through in the forenoon, whence they sally forth
in droves of thirty or forty, and will grub up some acres in a very
short time. The natives, most erroneously, deem hunting them
- Huram or forbidden, so that they take no steps to destroy the

breed, which is said to be multiplying incredibly fast, and will most
likely continue to do so, until the people discover the absurd error
they lie under. *

Our friend, the Kabool F, akeer. separated from us this day, to take
the road to one of the sea-ports of Mukran, whence he meant to

.® It is usually a received, though very erroneous, idea, that a Moosulman cannot
" touch pork; and many of our servants in India take advantage of their master’s ignorance
or good nature on this head, and refuse to remove a plate from table, off which it has
been eaten. I should be sorry to interfere with any strict religious prejudices of any
class, but I certamly never would retain a servant who declined doing so, as it only
requires (even in the strictest sense) that he should wash his hands. When I was at
Bussorah in 1811, I saw Arabs cut open a wild boar that one of the gentlemen had shot, .
take out the inside, cleanse and wash it, and afterwards carry the animal on their
shoulders to the boat, while a parcel of low caste, ignorant Indians, looked on and
refused to assist. These very men would have been happy to have had their descent
from the Arabs believed ! |
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embark for Muskat, and so on to Juddah and Mekka. I derived
great satisfaction' from his departure, as he had latterly been very
meddling and troublesome on the subject of praying, and had even
gone so far as to quote from the Koran a sentence, implying that it
was lawful and meritorious to put any Moosulman to death who
neglected, on any plea whatsoever, the observance of the rites pre-
scribed by that divine book. As this charitable suggestion was
decidedly levelled at me, I conceived it high time to- interfere, so I
" handed my pistols out of the bag in which they usually hung by the
- camel’s saddle, and warned him that he had better not make the
attempt. This unexpected mode of opposing his cavils was so effec-
tual, that he did not again venture to express his sentiments in
public; but I believe he was privately ‘the chief abettor of Meer
Khodadad’s religious zeal and harangues

18th April. 1 arrived this morning, by six o clock, at the town of
Huftur, which lay four miles west by south, over a shrubby plain
from: Asmanabad. As soon as I had alighted at the Mihman
Khanu, or guests’ house, a Belooche came to spread carpets and ask
my name and intentions. To which I replied that I was a Peerzaduh
on my route to the holy city of Mushed*. When we had break-
fasted, the Sirdar paid me a visit ; he was only in dishabille, having
on a muslin shirt, blue silk trowsers, and a shawl round hig head,
instead of a turband ; but I thought his dregs the most becoming I
had seen, and his manners were prepossessing and dignified. ‘He
spoke the best Persian I had heard any native of Beloochistan .do,
and when we had chatted some time, be -said he felt convinced that.
I had not avowed my real character in the message I sent him in the -
morning ; and that he strongly suspected I was a Shahzadu, or prince,
in disguise. He begged with great earnestness that I would acknow-

@ The city of Mushed, in Khorasan, is a place of religious pilgrimage, from containing
the tomb of the Imam Moosa Ally Reza. It is called, by-way of distinction, Mushidé
Mookuddus, or the sanctified Mushid, and has always, in the wars between the Persians
and Uffghans (in which, from its situation, it has constantly been a subject of contention),
been reduced by famine, it being considered impious either to bombard or storm it.

: Y
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ledge the truth, and declared I should be treated with all due respect.
Finding it impossible to satisfy him by asseverations, I produced my
pistols by way of giving a turn to the conversation, and as he admired
the workmanship, I desired his acceptance of one of them ; he was
very much gratified by this present, and had politeness enough not
to resume the topic which he saw I wished to avoid.

Having received a small supply of provisions and a letter from
Qaem Khan to his brother, the Sirdar of Puhra, I quitted Huftur at
two p. m., and reached the former town before six: the road very
good, and measuring between eleven and twelve miles over a gravelly
plain with clumps of palms interspersed on it: two very luxuriant
brooks cross the path at the seventh and ninth miles.

I found Shah Mihrab Khan, the chief, with the bulk of the inhabi-
tants, just going into the mosque, and was invited to participate in
the prayers, which I declined. When they were over, the Khan
. s*epped upon a terrace or mound elevated five or six feet above the
other seats, at the door of the Mihman Khanu, on which mats had
been spread, and began by inquiring where I had come from and the
object of my journey. Khodadad stood spokesman and reiterated the
reply he had heard me make to Qaem Khan in the forenoon, adding,
that my wish was to be furnished with a guide and a small stock of
provisions, and forwarded on towards Nurmansheer *. At this junc-
ture I put the letter I had brought from Huftur into the Khan’s
hand, who called a Meerza, or writer, and directed him to read it
aloud. The people all listened attentively, and when the man had
got nearly through it, I was startled to find that Qaem Khan had
expressed his suspicions of my alledged rank ; though I must also do
him the justice to observe, that I am conscious he did so from the
most friendly motive, that of exciting his brother’s interest regarding
me.

During the momentary pause, created by this untoward surmise,
all eyes were turned upon me, and a lad of ten or twelve years of

* The south-eastern district of Persia ; subject to the government of Kirman. -
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age exclaimed, « If he did not himself say he is a Peerzaduh, ¥
“ would swear that this is the brother of Grant the Firingee (or
“ European *) who was at Bunpoor last year.” I endeavoured to
let the lad’s remark pass unnoticed, but the confusion of my looks
betrayed me, and the Khan immediately told me, in the most good
humoured manner, if it was so, not to disguise the truth, as no per-
son should offer me the least degree of insult or hindrance; upon
which assurance, seeing there was no advantage in further prevari-
cation, I admitted I was a European then in the service of a Hindoo,
and thus far towards Kirman on his concerns.

It would be folly in me to attempt pourtraying the consternation
and wrath of Meer Khodadad at this disclosure ; to confirm the truth
of which I added, that though not a brother, I was a near relatign of
the Grant that the boy alluded to. He viewed it as a complete
paradox, and addressing himself alternately to Shah Mihrab Khan
and the vnllagers, rehearsed the various polemical rencounters
had had since leaving Kullugan, the manner I had refuted his lect
tures and taken him to task, the testimony of his son-in-law Moorad
Khan, with some instances he had related of my sanctity, all forming,
in his opinion, a concatenation of proofs sufficient to falsify the avowal
I had made. The Khan laughed heartily at the tale, but told the
indignant speaker to recollect that he was not the only person who
bhad been imposed upon, an allusion that I fancy referred to his -
brother ; to which Khodadad peevishly replied, that he was aware of
that, though he believed that no other person had been so long and
intimate with me without finding me out. “ I have,” vociferated a
bystander, in a voice which I soon distinguished to be one of my
camel drivers, ¢ I have been with him two months, and notwith- .

. * The late Captain Grant of the Bengal Native Infantry. This enterprising officer

landed in 1809 at Gwuttur in Mukran, penetrated inland as high as the latitude of Bun-
poor (within sixteen miles of Puhra), returned by a different route along the sea~coast to
Bunder Abass, and thence came back by sea to Bombay. The inquiries he made during
this arduous attempt were copious and correct. I knew he had been a great favourite
with the chief of Bunpoor, which induced me to claim relationship with him.

Y 2
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« standing I knew he was neither Syyud or Peerzaduh*, yet, asI hope
“.good may betide me, I had as little conception as yourself that he
«_ was a Firingee or European.” His indignation now took an oppo-
site course, and he execrated Moorad as an unprincipled scoundrel,
who had been accessary to so flagitious an imposture. By this time
it ‘was nearly dark, and the confabulation terminated by the Khan
retiring to his own house and my taking possession of a corner of the
Mihman Khanu, where I had shortly a sumptuous supper of mutton
soup, boulliy and wheaten cakes. ;

14th April. After breakfast I carried Shah Mihrab Khan an hum—
ble offering, consisting of a little fine gun-powder, a few pistol flints,
a pen-knife, and a pair of scissars, entreating him to expedite my
departure, and- also to afford me a little flour, my stock of that
article, and dates, being comprised in what Qaem Khan had given
me at Huftur. - He promised that a guide should be in readiness to -
set out with me the next morning, and commanded his Deewan or
steward to let me have ten maunds (about fourteen pounds) of barley
flour, observing that wheaten was not procurable. He then sug-
gested my going the straight road from Puhra to Basman, by doing
which I should have avoided Bunpoor, and shortened my journey
two stages. I expressed my obligations for the kind consideration
towards my benefit and ease, from which this suggestion arose;
but told him, as was strictly the case, that having heard Captain
Grant speak repeatedly of the liberality shewn to him by Mihrab
Khan of Bunpoor, I preferred proceeding by that route, in order to
visit him.’ )

'The Khan readily took this excuse, and said he left it optional

_ with me; but the real truth was, that I reckoned on being out of

food before I got across the desert into the Persian province of Nur-
mansheer, unless I could persuade the Bunpoor chief to extend h1s
generosity towards me.

"‘ The ‘Syyuds are those Moosulmans who pretend to be descended from the Prophet. .
The meaning of a Peerzaduh I have already explained in a note on the Narrative of the
Ath April,

’
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After this arrangement I returned to my lodging in the Mihman
Khanu, and passed the remainder of the day in the midst of a con-
course of idle obétrepemus Belooches, ‘who harrassed me with pre-
posterous queries and remarks. A Goosayen * came in from Surhud
in the afternoon, and relieved me from the task of entertajning the
whole village, for half my auditors flocked round him, and insisted
on being treated with the latest intelligence from that quarter, which
he retailed, particularly the plunder of the village of Surhud by
Khan Juhan.Khan, with great pomposity and effect. When I got
leisure, I inquired who my fellow-lodger was, and ascertained that
he had commenced his peregrinations from the city of Mooltan,
whence he had strayed through Kashmeer, Kabool, Kandahar, and
Seistan, and had left the latter kingdom, with the intention of pay-
ing his devotions at the pagoda of Hinglatz, near Sonmeany in Lus,
but had since altered his plan, and was then going through Persia
to visit the celebrated Joila Mookhee, or flaming mouth,. on the
borders of the Caspian seat. As he appeared a chatty companion,
with much less bigotry or nonsense than devotees of his description
have in common, I offered to give him a seat on one of my camels
to Kirman, which he willingly accepted; however the animal fell
sick, and the disappointed Goosayen only got as far as Bunpoor.

.The Khan held his customary levee after evening prayers, on the
mound near the Mihman Khanu, at which the majority of the in-
habitants attended; and 1 availed myself of so very favourable an
opportunity of attaining.local information, at which I was very suc-
cessful. The shades of night first gave warning that it was time
to disperse; and even then we were all so well pleased with each
other’s company, that a proposition made. by one of the Moollshs,

* The Goosayens are a class of Hindoo Fakeers, or pilgrims. -
+ The Joali Mookhee is at Badkoo or Baku, a sea-port of the Casplan It seems to

be caused by the vast quantities of Naptha fonnd there. . :
See Kinneir’s Geographlcal Memon' on the Persian Emplre
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' 4o meet after dinner in the Mihman Khanu, was warmly applauded on
all sides. The Khan, with much affability, said that he should come,
and we had an overflowing house, which did net break up till past
midnight: his presence kept every person of the party at a proper
distance, beside stimulating them to add to the good fellowship by a
display of their amusive anecdotes and ablhtnes, in both of whlch
be himself excelled.

I accidentally discovered that he was totally uneducated, for hap-
pening to disclose that I had brought letters from Eidel Khan at
Nooshky, to different chiefs, through whose districts I passed, but
had not delivered them, he asked leave to see them, and on my
reading the superscription, expressed his astonishment by asking me
if 1 was a Moollah, that is, if I could read and write? I replied, I
knew my own language tolerably well, and also understood a little
Persian and Hindee. This answer led to his wishing to have ex-
plained the difference between English and Persian when written,
and as I could not do so to his satisfaction hy words, he sent for
pen, ink, and paper, and dictated a long sheet of sentences, which
he wound up with his own name and titles. He begged I would also
put mine, my profession, the Christian year in which I bad visited his
capital, and the treatment I had experienced, whether good or bad.
The paper was then put in charge of his Meerza or writer, to be kept
until some other Firingee might make his appearance, whom he said :
he should call upon to interpret it, and judge of my disposition by
the manner in which I spoke of him. I could not help feeling that
he had adopted, with regard to me, a kinder and more courteous
course than I had any right to anticipate, after the deception I had
tried to put upon him, and I recorded my sentiments conformably.

I have<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>