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1. J. A. Cuddon: “A form of expression, construction or phrase peculiar to a language

& often possessing a meaning other than its grammatical or logical one.” - A Dictionary
of Literary Terms: Penguin Books. 1979. P.321.
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“Proverb: Short pithy saying in general use, adage saw, by word, thing that is

. S )
proverbial or matter of common talk didactic poetical. o

@: O L;?Lg.’w s> Proverb “Lu..\.‘.‘.v‘,.lb.;»l..d g 55” - u.b..\a-
%gbl %553
“A short pithy sentence forming a popular saying and expressing, in a keen

quaint or lively fashion, some results of the experience of life. Proverbs are the
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flower of popular wit and the treasure of popular wisdom. They give the result

of experience in a form made impressive by rhyme alliteration parallelism a
pointed turn or comparison drawn from the most ordinary scenes and occurrences
of life which by the force of association makes their effect strong and permanent.
Proverbs are plain spoken. They may be unassuming, lively, grave or even
sublime, their general character is naivete. In their views as in the eye of the
law, all are equal. They take cognisance of the virtues and vices and follies of
all classes, without respect of persons. They pierce the object at which they aim,
and this in fact gives them currency, and makes them what they are.”®

“Proverb have been defined by Cerruntes as; ‘Short sentences drawn from long
experience’, by Howell as sayings which combine ‘sense, shortness and slot’,
by Bacon as “the genius wit and spirit of a nation,, and by Earl Russell as ‘the
wisdom of many and the wit of one.” They have formed an important part of
the common wisdom of both Eastern and Western civilizations, and in this way
they are interesting in a study of the spread and structure of language, as it has

been pointedly applied to changing manners and customs.””
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