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CHAPTER 1.

Extent of Sindh. — Title — Whence derived. — Two principal
Divisions. —Delta and Southern Division. — Sehwun.— Nar-
rah River. — Lake Munchur. — Upper or Northern Division.
— Climate and Seasons. — Great Heat. — Diseases. — Rain
unusual. — Hot Winds. — Cold of Upper Sindh. — Climate
of Karrachi.— Advantageous Situation of Sindh relatively to
the Sea.— Changeable Character of River.—Peculiar Geogra-
phical Features of Sindh.— Absence of Roads.-— Natives
journeying by River. ;

THE territory of Sindh, lately possessed by the
Bilich chiefs of Talpur, lies between the 23d and
29th degrees of north latitude, and 67th to 70th
degrees of east longitude, having the river Indus
nearly in its centre, and comprising all the portion
of its valley between the Bhawulptr territories to
the north, the ocean to the south, east and west to
the desert tracts which intervene between it and
the province of Cutch, and the mountains separating
it from the higher country of Bilichistan.

The extent of this lower division of the country
fertilised by the Indus, may be about 500 miles
in greatest length, allowing for the windings of the
stream : it would be difficult to determine its aver-
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2 PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS [cmae. 1.

age breadth measured by the soil coming within
the influence of the river or its branches, as the
extent is very variable: to the eastward, parti-
cularly above the Delta, as far north as Khyrpdr,
the sandy desert which separates Sindh from
Cutch and Guzirat, contends with the. fertile soil
for the predominance, and thus it is generally
narrow and limited, whilst on the western side the
river occasionally fertilises to the utmost verge of
the mountains, at a great distance from its main
stream. Sindh Proper, however, may be under-
stood as the whole of that portion of territory
included between the limits before given, and
within the influence of the river: those parts
which lie beyond the reach of the Indus being
sandy wastes or desert tracts, scarcely merit any
place in describing a country so peculiar in its
features as that of Sindh, which, like Egypt, is the
gift of the river permeating its whole extent and
fertilising its valley.

There are various opinions as to the origin of
the title given to this tract. By the Greeks, the
whole, or a portion, appears to have been known
as Sindomana. The Hindus trace it fabulously to
¢ Sindh, the brother of Hind, the son of Noah,”
and in their sacred books it is called Sindhu. ' Both
Hindus and Mahommedans style this portion of the
river Indus as Sindh, by which it is generally
known in the East, and it is thus probable, that
the river gives the name to that lower portion
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of country fructified by its waters. The name,
. however derived, is very ancient.

Sindh has always been divided, geographically
and politically, into two principal portions, Upper
and Lower, or rather Northern and Southern, dis-
tinguished by the natives as Lar and Sirra, the
etymology of which terms is not very clear. Each
of these divisions has its particular climate, soil,
and productions, and is otherwise distinctly marked
by physical peculiarities.

Northern, or Upper Sindh, comprises all that
tract from Sehwun upwards to the Bhawulpir terri-
tories; and Southern or Lower Sindh, that from
Sehwun, including the delta of the river to the sea.
Each has its capital, and is again subdivided into
certain districts, or pergunnahs; the government
of the upper also being shared by a branch of the
same family as that ruling in the lower country.

Commencing with the southern portion and
Delta of the Indus, we find that in many cases
the Delta of a great river is the division of soil
most cultivated ; but although this rule obtains on
the Nile, that of the Indus may be considered as
forming an exception, for, though it yields so
abundantly in rice, it is almost of spontaneous
growth, and there is otherwise little cultivated
produce commensurate with the means for fertility
so abundantly provided.

On the Nile, the strip of productive soil, afforded
by the alluvial deposit, is very narrow, yet every

B 2



4 PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS [cuar. 1.

portion of it is cultivated with a care and industry
commensurate with its value.

Canals are cut from the river into the interior,
the banks are walled with masonry, hand wheels
for raising water are every where seen, and waving
crops refresh the eye; but on the Indus, without
inducement to labour, and under the oppression of
a government indifferent to any wants but those
of semi-barbarous recreation, the people raise only
what may be required for their immediate sub-
sistence, and feel no anxiety for the agricultural
improvement of the country. Unlike the culti-
vated portion of the Nile, a mere strip of fine
soil, bordered by the hopeless sands of the Libyan
Desert, the greater portion of the Delta of the
Indus is capable of cultivation, but it neverthe-
less is overgrown with jungle, and on the Indus
miles are travelled over country between its delta
and the sea, where neither villages nor cultivation
meet the eye, nor aught indeed but droves of
camels, feeding on the thorny bushes springing
from a soil capable of producing most abundantly.

The river Indus possesses in all eleven mouths;
some are yet partially open to navigation, and
others, by the .casting up sand banks with various
causes, have become inacecessible. ' A little below
the city of Tattah, the main stream divides into two
great branches, and between these lies the Delta.

The western branch, known as the Bagar, is well
cultivated on both its banks: the means of irri-
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gation with Persian wheels and water channels are
frequent, and the cattle are large, and apparently
provided with good pasturage; but between this
branch and the eastern mouth of the river the
country is a mere waste in the dry season, and a
swampy rice ground during the inundations, al-
though the effects of these are to prepare the land
for yielding abundantly of every description of
produce. The Delta occupies a space of about
seventy English miles, and presents generally the
appearance of a level, overgrown with camel thorn
and bastard cypress. Itis as well peopled as other
parts, though the wandhs, or temporary villages
scattered about it, are, like their inhabitants,
wretched in the extreme. The Sindhians, who are
found in the Delta, are for the greater part, wan-
dering and pastoral tribes, Jutts and Jokias: a
few Biltichis feed their camels here, and fishermen
reside near the river banks, but the whole popu-
lation, excluding the residents of the few towns
that yet remain, is very trifling.

One of the chief obstacles to the settlement of
cattle breeders and agriculturists in the Delta, is
the difficulty sometimes experienced of procuring
sufficient .quantities of fresh water, which, in conse-
quence of the saltness of that near the mouths and
creeks, must be procured from springs and wells in
the interior: this observation however only applies
to the lower portions near the sea.

Consequent on the light character of the soil in
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6 PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS [cuar. 1.

Lower Sindh, from sunrise to sunset clouds of dust
whirl over the country, from which the inhabitants
of the Delta partially protect themselves by erecting
little grass huts, and fencing them about with mats
made of the long coarse grass called Keri, that the
people raise near the river banks as forage, in the
same manner that they cultivate dense jungle, to
secure to the Amirs their favourite Shikargahs,
instead of useful crops of valuable cultivation.

The climate of the Delta during the inundations
of the Indus is noxious and unpleasant, and
owing to the abundant overflow to which it is
exposed from the river, travelling is both difficult
and unhealthy.

On the Bagar creek there yet remains a celebrated
place of pilgrimage known as Pir Puttur, which
with its surrounding tombs and ruined edifices,
stands on a crescent of limestone hills looking on
the creek. The extent of walls still to be seen in-
duces to the opinion that a town of very considerable
size once stood here; and although a Persian in-
scription over the door of a Minar asserts that the
Pir was a cotemporary of the poet Sadi, the town
was probably of much higher antiquity, having
perhaps = originally flourished under the Hindd
dynasties of Sindh. Innumerable remains of rich
architecture lie scattered over the hills, but they
are tangled with the milk bush and Peld, and sur-

rounded by white-washed tombs and mounds of
rubbish.
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This shrine is second only to that of Sehwun, and
the Amirs were wont to pay it marked distinction
in the shape of satin hangings to the tomb, and
endowments to its keepers. It is not much known
however, as the Bagar is now a mere creek and
little navigated.

Except the old capital of Lower Sindh, now
known as Tattah, a comparatively ruined town,
standing on the apex of the Delta, there is little to
interest the traveller between Hyderabad and the
Bagar, while nothing attracts the eye but the
hunting grounds of the princes, which advance like
wild forests to the water’s edge. A few fishermen’s
huts are the only habitations, and here and there
strolling along the bank may be seenthe servants of
the Amirs, holding leashes of large Affghan dogs,
or bearing hawks upon their wrists, but no appear-
ance of either agriculture or commerce. The fea-
tures of the river bank and general appearance of the
southern portion of Sindh are very dissimilar to
that above the rocky barrier of Sehwun. In the for-
mer the scenery alternates between sand-hills and
dense jungle ; but in the immediate neighbourhood
of Hyderabad is a low range of limestone hills, that
meet the river at about twenty miles below the
capital on the western bank, while on the eastern a
similar chain runs a considerable distance upwards
until it terminates in the point on which Hyderabad
is built. The general character of Lower Sindh, as
seen from the river, taken from the Delta up-
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wards, presents dense masses of trees formed by the
Shikargahs, the never-ceasing cypress, sand-heaps,
and limestone hills: habitations are few and the
population scanty. This division has been completely
sacrificed to the presiding passion of the chiefs for
sport: every point accessible from the capital is
devoted to game preserves, and the rice cultivation
in the Delta itself is the only exception to the
general rule of unproductiveness; but the country
increases in populousness and fertility the higher the
river is ascended beyond the Delta, because farther
removed from the baneful influence of the selfish
policy of its rulers.

At Sehwun the Lukki Hills join the river,
forcing it into an eastern channel, deep and rapid:
the strength given to the current is often mis-
chievous; banks giving way, trees being torn up,
and villages washed away by it. The reflection
from the rocks, also, increases the heat very
materially, and the climate is always sultry and
disagreeable. The effect, however, of the hills
which surround Sehwun, and the range on which
it is built, is extremely picturesque, and there is
much about the fort interesting to the traveller.

The country about Sehwun (or Sewistan) is richer
than it is in any other part of Lower Sindh, and the
neighbourhood being fertile, the town is well sup-
plied —a desideratum this, in consequence of the
numbers of pilgrims and fakirs who resort to the
tomb of the celebrated Lal Shah Baz, a favourite
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with both Hindds and Mahommedans. The Indus,
or rather its branch called the Arrul, may be
crossed by a ferry about a mile above Sehwun, and
good roads exist on both banks only during the
dry season. Sehwun is about 100 miles from
Hyderabad.

Northern Sindh, which extends from Sehwun to
Subzulkét, is an uninterrupted level, through which
in serpentine course flows the river Indus. Im-
mediately beyond the pass of Sehwun, the great
branch of the river known as the “ Narra,” joins
the main stream, which it leaves 280 miles beyond,
after passing through the lake Munchur, an ex-
panse of waste water probably 300 square miles
in extent. This additional means of fertility gives
an advantage to the upper division of Sindh, which
is fully brought to bear ; and the finest district
in the whole country is that lying between Seh-
wun and Larkhana, comprising, indeed, the greater
portion of the western bank of the Indus in
northern Sindh ; the eastern side is rather more
fertile in this division than the same portion of the
lower country.

Amid the generally arid, dreary, and sterile
character of the scenery of Sindh, Lake Munchur
deserves especial notice. It forms a fair expanse
of calm transparent water, lying beneath the moun-
tains and surrounded with rich foliage; its still,
deep, central channel, tangled with lotus flowers,
among the dark plants of which rest the small
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boats, that form the floating habitation of many of
the Sindhian families, who subsist on the fish
which here abound, and the innumerable varieties
of water fowl that crowd its margin.

The interior of the country between Lake
Munchur and the sea is in its general appearance
very far superior to any scenery to be found on
the river banks. The soil is hard, the roads good,
occasional ranges of hills, small lakes, surrounded
with cypress trees; and a greater degree of cul-
tivation is to be found, but this is the case only in
the winter or dry season, for during the inundation
the whole becomes like the Delta — a mere swamp,
where travelling is impossible and malaria abun-
dant.

Though not so capable a portion as the Delta,
the upper division of Sindh is more thickly
cultivated, for being beyond the limits of the
capital, the chiefs have allowed it to be appropriated
otherwise than to their own purposes of grati-
fication; and having moreover a more tenacious
soil and double means of fertility derived both from
the main stream and the great branch of the Narra
before alluded to, Upper Sindh is for a great
portion of its extent a rich and valuable tract,
particularly the western bank, showing, in fact,
what the whole is capable of becoming if its fa-
culties were fully brought to bear. Sebwun
divides the country into nearly equal portions ;
but there is a marked difference between the
climate, soil, and productions of each.
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The whole of Lower Sindh is within the influ-
ence of breezes from the ocean, which temper the
otherwise intolerable heat during the summer sol-
stice, but beyond Sehwun these are not felt, and
the sun’s rays have full and unmitigated effect.
The change is immediate on passing the rocky
barrier, which gradually advancing from the Hala
Range to Sehwun, closes in the river at that point.
The climate of Sindh, generally, is considered to
be trying to the constitution, and it is reasonable
to conclude that a low country constantly exposed
for a greater portion of the year to the inundations
of a river like the Indus, must in its swamps and
lakes possess the seeds of malaria and disease.
According to the native geographers, however,
Sindh is held as salubrious, and is thus described;
¢ Sindh is blessed with a fine climate; the lower
part is cool, the upper hot; the mornings invariably
fresh and invigorating.” This latter is to a certain
extent true, for even in the northern parts of
Sindh, where the nights are nearly as hot as the
day, the dawn is comparatively cool and refreshing.
Here a certain stagnation of air appears to occur,
which, with a fierce sun, is for a great portion of
the year very trying and even severely felt by the
natives themselves.

The Affghans and northern tribes dread this
climate so much that they have a proverb which
says, “The sun of Sindh will turn a white man
black, and is sufficiently powerful to roast an
egg:” the latter has been proved by experiment
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to be no exaggeration ; between the 23d and 30th
degree of N. latitude, in the midst of dry sandy
plains, and with an alluvial soil, a high range of
thermometer may be expected.

The upper part of Sindh, though the heat is at
least 20 degrees greater throughout the year than
in the lower, is in reality the healthier of the two,
which may be attributed to the exceeding dryness
of the atmosphere.

Evaporation here takes place so rapidly that its
bad effects are not felt; the waters withdraw, and
in the space of ten or fifteen days the country is
as dry as before the inundations, whilst elsewhere
a humid air contributes to delay the work of eva-
poration, and at certain periods of the year the
lower part of Sindh is a complete Pontine marsh.

The dews in the Delta are incredibly heavy,
particularly during certain months : the effect
is that of heavy rain, and the natives attribute the
most noxious properties to these, and pronounce
them inimical to longevity; suffice it to say, as a
proof of the different estimation in which Upper
and Lower Sindh are held by the inhabitants of
the country themselves, that the servants of go-
vernment, under the Amirs always received in-
creased pay when serving in the Delta and portions
below Sehwun.

The diseases of Sindh are those common to
India: that fearful pestilence, the cholera, makes
its periodical visitation, and is very destructive ; it
usually marches up the river, first appearing in
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the Delta. Sindh would appear to be particularly
calculated to produce ophthalmia, and otherwise
engender eye complaints; and though such is the
case, it is, in this respect, not so bad as Egypt,
where the inhabitants suffer so universally. Com-
paring the climates of the countries on the banks of
the two great rivers, Nile and Indus, the former
‘would appear to have little advantage : the Khamsin
winds of the Nile are nearly as trying to the health
as the hot winds on the Indus. The plague is
never out of Egypt, and the murrains of cattle are
fearful. (In 1842, 140,000 died between the cata-
racts and the sea!) For amnoyances of insects
and vermin Egypt distances all competition with
any other quarter of the globe: the land of the
Nile teems with every creeping thing ; that of the
Indus is comparatively free from this latfer species
of annoyance.

In the crowded bazaars of the larger towns
in Sindh, the natives, particularly the Hindus,
evince by their haggard looks and distended
abdomens the impurity and stagnation of the
atmosphere in which they live; dropsy and en-
larged spleen are the usual complaints in these
situations, but here the fault is not, after all,
so much 'in the climdte as in the  habits of the
people, who are totally apathetic to the ordinary
means of preserving health and comfort. A great
proof of the sultriness of some -parts of Sindh is
evinced by the natives of all classes carrying fans
during certain seasons of the year, and in Sehwun
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and other towns the shopkeepers are obliged to
have a punkah suspended over their heads (which
they generally work by means of the toes of the
right foot) : both these palliatives to heat are very
unusual in the East, except with Europeans. The
mountain tribes say of Sindh — ¢ Doziik iist,” it is
pandemonium.

Rain is unusual and uncertain in Sindh, as it
does not come within the influence of the south-
west or north-west Monsoons, though equinoctial
storms and gales are generally experienced, parti-
cularly at the vernal equinox: these are preceded
by hurricanes and an atmosphere so impregnated
with dust,-that the sun is hardly visible. They
generally occur towards sunset, and have a suffo-
cating effect: but seldom last many hours. Thunder
storms are of frequent occurrence. In the upper
part of Sindh, where portions of the country lie
beyond the influence of the waters of the Indus,
rain is looked upon as a blessing, but lower down
it is deprecated, and considered by the inhabitants
as injurious to health and mischievous to the crops.

In alluding to the great heat of the upper portion
of the river, the annual range of the thermometer
kept at Sukkur during the  year 1841 is ap-
pended. It is not probably much higher than in
some of our stations in the interior of India, but the
disadvantages consist in a total stagnation of air,
which defeats theartificial means elsewhere employed
to mitigate the climate of the hot season, as also an
uninterrupted duration of trying heat for seven or
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eight months without the counteraction of a rainy
period. Where the hot winds or Simums blow,
they often become above Sehwun dangerous in their
effects, as very melancholy results of inexperience
in this matter on our first occupation of the country
can testify. The natives, aware of their power,
avoid travelling at this season. Upper Sindh has,
however, alower temperature during the cold season
than the country farther south. The attire of the in-
habitants proves this, as well as the thermometer.
Instead of cotton and muslin garments worn through-
out the year in India, the wealthy people in Sindh
wear English broad-cloth, wadded silk, and chintz
dresses, Cashmere shawls, and rich thick scarfs of
Miiltan manufacture, over which they commonly
throw the warm posteen of Caubil, or fur cloak,
having the dressed skin outside, richly and cu-
riously embroidered. Persons who cannot afford the
large cloak wear spencers of the same description,
and the poorer classes coarse woollen blankets.
Karrachi is comparatively a delightful climate to
the sensation, always possessing a cool sea-breeze ;
and it may be pronounced the sanatarium of Sindh,
for the thermometer at this station is seldom more
than 90 degrees Fahrenheit at a maximum range of
heat, whilst at Sukkur it would be 20 degrees higher.
Karrachi, however, notwithstanding these advan-
tages, has proved uncongenial to the European re-
giments there stationed ; the troops have certainly
been badly housed, and, as in any part of the East
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the first indispensable to health is substantial pro-
tection in the shape of lofty and otherwise well
adapted buildings, much may be attributed at this
place to the absence of these. Excellent barracks,
&c. are now in progress of erection, and there are,
with these, no apparent causes why Karrachi should
not be fully as salubrious or more so than Bombay,
where a considerable European force composes the
garrison. Surrounded as Sindh is on every side
by immense sandy plains and deserts and exposed
to such great heat, its river alone makes its upper
division bearable in climate or capable of human
location.

The seasons in Sindh may be classed as the hot
and cold, the changes being so rapid that spring and
autumn are not experienced. The hot season lasts
from March to September: ice is by mno means
uncommon in Upper Sindh, and the vegetation as-
sumes all the appearance of winter in Europe; the
Biltchi hills as far south as Gundava are capped
with snow. The natives divide the year into three
parts — spring, summer, and winter, but such dis-
tinctions do not in reality exist, particularly in
Upper Sindh, for the heat gains so rapidly after the
cold season, and the latter succeeds. so immediately
on the hot, that the gradations are hardly percep-
tible. The cold season extends from October to
March : this latter the Sindhians designate spring
or Bahar, but the distinction scarcely exists, for by
the end of the month the heat is very great, and in
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April becomes severe ; a slight diminution of sultri-
ness occurs in September, but the change is only
experienced during the night: the sun of Sindh
is annoying even during its greatest southern
declination.

The situation of Sindh relatively to the Indian
Ocean gives it great advantages, which its former
and more ancient possessors fully appreciated. Its
mouths are accessible from the sea only during five
months in the year, but it has always had a port of
considerable importance in the Delta or to the
westward, which latter communicated with the for-
mer great mart and manufacturing city of Tattah for
nearly nine months throughout the year. Karrachi
is at present the port resorted to for this purpose
in supersession to a certain extent of Dharajah or
Laribunder, on a western branch of the Delta,
now no longer available.

The changeable nature of the river is nowhere
more prominently witnessed than in the Delta
and the lower part of Sindh, whose geography is
thus in the course of a very few years completely
altered. '

There is every reason to believe, therefore, that
all arguments respecting the ancient site, not only
of places near, but even of the Delta itself, must be
resolved into mere conjecture, since, as an instance,
within the memory of many, that is, during even a
space of three and a half to four years, the city of
Tattah is at least one and a half or two miles

c
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further from the river, than it used to be: older
authorities remark the same phenomena at this
particular point, and thus in a greater or less
degree, according to accidental circumstances, does
the same cause work throughout the whole of
Sindh. At Sukkur, Rori, below Hyderabad, and
at Jerruk, rocky barriers interrupt on the western
bank its progress at those particular spots, but
elsewhere it has full liberty to choose its con-
stantly changing course, through an under soil
so light and friable, that it cannot withstand the
action of such a mighty rush of water even for
one hour. |

The geographical features of such a country are
very peculiar. Towns, once of commercial im-
portance, are now no longer valuable for the ob-
jects of traffic: the facilities afforded by the river
being withdrawn, and its advantages lost, ports
which were resorted to for the whole trade of
the Indus are ruined and abandoned; and por-
tions at some periods cultivated and productive,
are, in the course of a short space of time, often
converted into desert tracts. The natural sloth
of the natives of Sindh induces them always to
choose their localities near the river, where sub-
sistence is easily obtained, and in this way they
often suffer, for whole villages are in the course of
a season swept away by its torrent. The noise of
the falling banks of the Indus, when heard upon
the stream during a calm night, resembles the
constant discharge of distant artillery.
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The whole surface of Sindh for a greater portion
of its extent being cut up into canals and water-
courses, its traffic during the inundation of the
river is confined to the stream.

There are few roads, and the ordinary land routes
are completely impeded during the floods. The
poorer natives journeying, therefore, from the
upper portion of the river to the lower, are in the
habit of committing themselves to the stream, se-
curing their safety by a closed earthen vessel, which
they strap round their loins; in this way the
Sindhians may be often seen during the height of
the inundations, making their way from village to
village. It should be remarked, however, that the
Mianis and tribes living near the river, are as
much at home in the water as out of it ; they may
really be termed atmphibious, for with an inflated
goat-skin, or a common earthen jar, they cross the
stream during its most turbulent season, or at its
greatest breadth.

The huts in some parts of Sindh at this period
of inundation are furnished with a raised platform
about twenty feet from the ground, on which is a
small reed granary for the reception of the grain

and seeds, as the only means of keeping them dry, .

and where also the inhabitants sleep.

There is one evil in Sindh connected with the
extent of the overflowing of the river, that must
not be forgotten ; it is the plagues of gnats, which
are engendered by the mud when the inundation

c 2
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recedes. The torments of these are in places so
formidable, that whole villages and communities
residing immediately on the river are obliged to
migrate, and the largest animals of the country,
buffaloes, camels, or horses, would be soon de-
stroyed if exposed to their constant attacks. This
ingect is a very small sand-fly or midge, far
worse than the mosquitoe in its quality of tor-
mentor, for the enemy is too small to resist by
ordinary methods, and penetrates irresistibly.
Many parts of Sindh are free from this annoyance,
but portions of the country subjected to inundations
are more or less liable to this species of vexation.

WOAAN OF SIND
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CHAP. 11.

Inhospitable Appearance of the Country — Capable of Improve-
ment.— Coast of Sindh.— Harbour of Karrachi.—Principal
Towns, —Karrachi. —Crocola. — Tattah. —Vikkur. —Hyder-
abad. — Mirptr. — Omarkét. — Sehwun. — Larkhana. —
Khyrpar. — Sukkur. — Rori. — Shikarpir. — Tundas. —
General Description of Sindhian Towns. — Bazaars. — Routes
communicating with Sindh.

TaE foregoing remarks certainly draw any thing
but a pleasing picture of the climate and ge-
neral features of Sindh; and in all truth it must
be confessed, that while it is undoubtedly a country
highly favoured by position, and by the never-
ceasing causes of fertility in its river, it is at the
same time so grossly mismanaged as to its agri-
cultural capabilities, that of its own scanty popu-
lation a great portion depend for subsistence on
the fish so extensively found in the river. Its
general appearance is a jungly wilderness: its river,
instead of fertilising, overspreads the land like a
wild waste of water, and, spontaneous vegetation
takes the place of cultivation ; but it must be re-
membered, that with a country so situated as the
one now describing, much depends on the artificial
and mechanical means used to assist nature as well
as to counteract its effects. If these were employed
c3
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in Sindh, the whole country would assume a very
different aspect; draining, or in other words ex-
tensive cultivation, would tend materially to alter
its general climate and features, and a better system
of government would foster a larger population.
Sindh is in the immediate neighbourhood of coun-
tries ill provided for, or periodically subjected to
the most severe visitations of famine, the inhabit-
ants of whom now migrate to the most distant
portions of Western India, not because they did
not know the capabilities of Sindh, but because
they could not by any possibility locate themselves
there, under a system of misrule. The jungles
and immense tracts now usurped by tamarisk
bushes and rank vegetation, might yet however
be reclaimed to the plough, for in the East there is
no want of labourers to till the soil, if the induce-
ment be only offered to them to doso. Sindh will,
therefore, there is every reason to hope, become
hereafter a far different country than it has been
for many centuries since the Hindd rule, and
will put forth those advantages which it pos-
sesses in common with the tracts watered by the
Jumna, the Ganges, or the Nile; its general
dreary aspect and inhospitable features undergoing
proportionate modification.

The coast of Sindh is particularly dangerous
during the height of the south-west monsoon, for a
period of about four months; for the whole force
of the Indian Ocean beating upon it, it is then
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totally unapproachable by native craft, and dan-
gerous to all. This occurs from May to September,
and the same rule applies to the coast of Kattywar
and gulf of Cutch, with a clearer bar at the mouth
of the Karrachi creek, however it might be entered
by strong steamers at any time. A ridge or prong
of rocks runs out from the point Manira, and is
very dangerous to cross when the sea is high and
rough.

Karrachi is capable of great improvement as a
harbour. It has an advantageous promontory for
a lighthouse (and one is about to be erected) ;
under this, on the eastern side, vessels may anchor
in tolerable security, except during very heavy
weather. The creek which leads from this point
(Mantra) -to the town is small for any but
native craft, and is so choked up with mud, that
the smallest boats can only run up close to the
landing place at high water. A sort of jetty has
lately been thrown out, which is calculated te
become of great assistance in facilitating the land-
ing and loading of merchandize; but the creek
would require to be cleared ere any substantial
improvement were effected.

Sindh is reached from Bombay. in.about four
days’ steaming, the direction being N.N.W., and
the point to be made Cape Monze, which is the
southern extremity of the Halla or Bilich moun-
tains, separating Sindh from the Kilat territories.

The principal places of importance in Sindh

c4
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at the present day are the following, though some
of them would hardly deserve the name of towns
or capitals of districts in our own Indian provinces.
Near the Delta stand Karrachi and Tattah. Kar-
rachi is a miserable-looking town, containing about
8000 inhabitants: it derives importance from its
position, however, as the only port of Sindh, and a
large military cantonment of our troops erected
here has added considerably to the trade . and
prosperity of the place. The country in its vicinity
is a perfect desert: it imports the whole of its
supplies from Sindh, Bombay, or Guzirat. Kar-
rachi is properly situated in Mikran, and was
annexed to the Kilat territories; but it was
wrested from that state by Futteh Alli Talpir, and
now forms a portion of the Sindhian possessions.
A creek runs up from Karrachi to Garrah within
twenty-four miles of Tattah, and thus the commu-
nication with the Indus at the latter place is easily
kept up. To those interested in the ancient
geography of Sindh, and the march of the great
Macedonian conqueror, it may be satisfactory to
know that there is little doubt the modern Kar-
rachi was that Crocola, whence Nearchus started
with his fleet to sail along the coast of Mikran
and Persia. The place is situated in a district
still called Kukralla.

Karrachi carries on a brisk trade with Cutch,
Kattywar, Bombay, the Malabar coast, Muscat,
Zanzibar, and Bunder Abbas. The distance from
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Karrachi to Tattah by land is seventy miles, forty
of which are over a desert country, where water is
scarce. This route is not frequented by the mer-
chant, except during the dry season, when goods
are transmitted the whole way to the northern
extremity of Sindh by camel carriage, to avoid the
weary delay of the river passage. The time con-
sumed by land to Shikarpur is twenty to twenty-
five days. Karrachi is one hundred miles by land
from the capital Hyderabad. To the northward
and westward of the town are some gardens well
planted with mangoe and other trees, and supplying
from wells the only water capable of being used
by our troops or the inhabitants of the town.
Tattah, once the capital of the Delta, was formerly
a place of great renown for its trade and manu-
factures, but its glory has completely departed: it
presents a ruined and deserted appearance, and,
where it boasted formerly 3000 looms ,and, until the
beginning of the present century, was famous for its
embroidery and a silk fabric called Linghi (answer
ing very much to those rich stuffs of silk, cotton,
and gold tissue for which Ahmedabad was formerly
so celebrated ), these are now obtained with difficulty,
and the better sort only when especially ordered.
Tattah had a population estimated at 80,000 ; now
it does not probably contain a tenth of that
number. It is situated near the apex of the Delta,
in a low plain, on the western bank of the river,
much exposed to inundation. The town is at times
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so much flooded that the foundations of the
houses are required to be of bricks, or more en-
durable materials than the mud and plaister in
common use throughout the country. The climate
of Tattah is particularly bad. A force of native
troops stationed here on our first occupation of the
country was completely disorganised by sickness -
arising from the malaria of this swampy place.

1t has the remains of a fine M4dsjid, built by one
of the deputies of Arungzib, and the Makalla
hills to the S.E. are occupied as extensive Mahom-
medan burying-grounds, where are some beautiful
tombs of former governors and holy men. Tattah
was long the seat of government in Sindh, and
under the Mogul throne, the lieutenants deputed
to the country resided here. In the vicinity are to
be seen the ruins of a large fortified town, known
as Kullian K6t ; but there are neither legends or
records to lead to any elucidation of its history. It
has some Mahommedan remains, which would appear
not to entitle it to any very high antiquity.

Tattah, it should be observed, has been variously
disputed, as the site of the ancient Pattala, at
the apex of the Delta; but as the shifting character
of the river daily removes this town further from
the stream (as elsewhere explained), two thousand
years may be fairly considered as too long a period
to admit of speculation as to its position at the
period of Alexander’s march.

In the Delta, Vikkur, on the Hujamri mouth, is
the last remaining accessible port of that portion of
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the river: it has a fluctuating population of about
1000 people, and is only of importance as a landing
place for goods transmitted into the river direct
during the short period of its being accessible.
Dharajah, on the western branch of the Delta, was
formerly a place of importance as being the port of
Tattah during its palmy days of trade and pros-
perity ; but the river has much deserted this arm,
and the port has lost its value. Mughribi, situ-
ated on the eastern arm of the Delta, is a pretty
place, and carries on a brisk trade in rice, the
staple grain of the lower country and Delta.
Jerruk, situated above Tattah, on the same bank
of the river, is a neat town, and its effect from
the river is remarkably pleasing, in consequence of
the abundance of foliage around it, in the form of
Shikargahs: it also occupies a commanding site
on a ledge of rocky hills overlooking the stream.
Beyond the Delta is Hyderabad, the modern
capital, built by the Kaloras, the dynasty preceding
that of the Talpurs which has now fallen. Hy-
derabad is advantageously situated in the extremity
of a ridge of limestone hills, which run for many
miles parallel to the river on its eastern bank ; it
consists of a high and very extensive fortifica-
tion, with a long street or bazaar running for nearly
a mile along the crest of the hill. The sea breezes
reach Hyderabad, and this, coupled with its situation
which is very central, causes it to be chosen as the
seat of government. It has an exceedingly pic-
turesque appearance from the river, a branch of
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which called the Fallali (the dry bed formed the
field of the late glorious action) runs close under
the walls, and is planted on its banks with some
very beautiful gardens. Hyderabad was erected
by Ghilam Shah of the Kalora dynasty, on the site
of the ancient Neirunkét, famous as being the first
fort which yielded to the Mahommedan arms on the
invasion of Sindh. The fort and citadel were solely
appropriated to the use of the Amirs and their
families, and here they resided in independent state
and with separate establishments. In Asiatic war-
fare Hyderabad would be deemed almost impreg-
nable ; but its formidable appearance belies its real
strength : the walls are mounted with some heavy
pieces of ordnance, and surmount a rocky hill which
has been scarped. In Lieutenant Burne’s “ Bokhara”
there is a very accurate view of the Sindhian capital
taken by Captain Grindlay from the Falldli branch
of the river ; it is about three miles from the main
stream. To the westward of the town, (which by
the way, although the capital is of the most poverty-
stricken and miserable appearance,) are some beau-
tiful tombs of the Talptir chiefs, the marble fret-
works in the interior of which have always excited
the admiration of the visitor.

Eastward of Hyderabad is. Mirpur, the strong-
hold of a chieftain of the Talpir house, and still
further towards the desert, Omarkét, noted as the
birth-place of the illustrious Akbar: this was long
looked upon as the depository of the accumulated
wealth of the Kaloras and Talpirs, and the point
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in which the chiefs would make a stand in case of
an invasion of their country.

Sehwun, built on the extremity of a spur from the
Bilichi range which here juts into the river, is the
only portion of Sindh recognizable as described by
the Greeks, and an old fortification that now stands
had its origin probably in Alexander’s expedition:
it was always a place of military importance, as it
commands the passage of the river ; but it is now
much dilapidated and of trifling extent. It is held
in great sanctity by pious Mahommedans, from the
gorgeous tomb of a noted saint who was buried
here, and whose fame is universal also throughout
India and the countries adjacent to Sindh. The
town is infested with religious mendicants and
beggars of every description, and coupled with its
sanctity it has also, inconsistently enough, a high
reputation for its courtezans. For heat, filth, and a
disreputable population Sehwun is pre-eminently
dsitinguished, as before observed : it is the boundary
between the two great divisions of the country, and
is the capital of a district known as Sewistan.

Beyond Sehwun is the large town of Larkhana,
containing about 5000 inhabitants, the capital of one
of the most fertile districts in Sindh, being that
watered by the Indus, and the large branch called
the Narrah before mentioned: it throws off below
Sukkur. Larkhana, like most of the towns in Sindh,
presents a miserable and dilapidated appearance,
though it bears evident marks of having been at
one time a place of considerable size and importance;
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a large canal from the river affords means of water
communication during the floods. This and Sehwun
are on the western bank; on the eastern is Khyrptr,
the capital of Upper Sindh, and the seat of govern-
ment of that portion of the family who divided the
possession of this country, under a singular system
of participation in power. Khyrpir is a small
and insignificant place, though situated in a very
rich country ; near this was the seat of government
of the old Hindu rajahs, from whom the country
was conquered by the Moslems. About sixteen
miles south of Khyrpur is Diji, the stronghold of
another member of the Talpur family, who rules
independently in baronial style: it is surrounded by
a wall and fortifications, and is in the Mirwah
branch of the Indus navigable only for about three
months in the year.

In the centre of the stream, nearly opposite Rort,
is the celebrated fort of Bukkur, and on the western
bank Sukkur now designated ¢ Victoria on the In-
dus:” thelatter is the site of a British cantonment, and
being situated on an elevated spot overlooking and
commanding the passage of the stream, is in every
way advantageous for the purpose required; these
are important points in Sindh, and on the river,
whose scenery by the way at this particular part
assumes the most picturesque appearance. There
are few finer views in the world perhaps than that
of the mighty Indus at this part of its course,
The eastern bank is clothed with beautiful gardens
(celebrated by Persian poets as those of Buburli)
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of date, acacia, pomegranate, and other trees. These
extend for many miles down the stream. The old
fort of Bukkur, round which the river rushes with
immense velocity, is situated on a high rocky island
evidently disengaged from both banks by the action
of the stream, which formerly took a more eastern
direction at this part of its course, for the ruins of
the old Hindud capital still to be seen are ten miles
to the eastward of Bukkur, yet that city was
situated on the Indus, and the old bed of the river
is distinetly to be traced.

Opposite Sukkur is the old town of Rori, built
high and overhanging the stream ; it was formerly a
place of great size and commercial importance, but
now reduced by the rapacity of the Khyrpiir Amirs.
On the small hills and islands near Rori are some
very beautiful tombs of Mahommedan saints, one of
which is said to be so sacred to every thing Sindhian,
that the fish of the river, particularly the Pulah,
pay respect to it, by never turning their tails when
receding from it! Sukkur, Rori, and Bukkur are
esteemed very sacred by the Mahommedans: they
had formerly large colleges and establishments of
Seyuds and holy men, whose minarets and tombs
still contribute to add to the picturesque appear-
ance of this part of Sindh. A pretty building, oc-
cupied as the residence of the British authority, is
erected on the western bank. This is also the
head-quarters of our steamers and flotilla on the
Indus; the British sailor here mixes in the groups
of swarthy Sindhians, Parsi traders, Punjaubis,
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Biltichis, and Hindustanis. Our position has in-
fused a degree of animation and bustle into the
place, which is very un-Sindhian; a large force is
stationed here, and it is proposed to erect barracks
and other accommodation for European troops. The
large military bazaar at Sukkur is a very busy and
varied scene: the poor traders of the country here
seek an asylum from oppression and extortion not
to be found elsewhere; and if matters in Sindh had
remained on their old footing, we might, by simple
invitation, have attracted the bulk of the trade of
the upper country to this particular spot.
Shikarpur, the great mart of Sindh, and the city
of greatest commercial importance beyond the
Indus, from its extensive banking influence over
the whole of Central Asia as well as other countries,
is situated about 24 miles N. W. from the river at
Sukkur, on the high road to Candahar, by the
great pass of the Bolan. We had a large establish-
ment and a considerable force here so long as our
armies were beyond the Affghan passes; but on
their withdrawal, the necessity no longer appearing
to exist, we abandoned Shikarpdr. Its position
will always give it a direct influence on the trade
of the Indus and countries beyond; it shares with
Multan the title of one of the Gates of Khorassan,
and contains 22,000 inhabitants, according to an
accurate census taken by the author: it is walled
in, but is in a very dirty and dilapidated state; the
large bazaar, for which it is famous, is half a mile in
extent, and the walls make a circuit of nearly three
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miles. A rich country extends for about twenty
miles, and then all is a mere desert; and the extent
of Sindh is here defined by the territories of the
Kilat chief and his predatory subjects. Subzulkét,
the last remaining place of any moment, is about
60 miles above Rori on the same side of the river:
the town is a fort of moderate size, but the lands in
the vicinity are valuable from their great produc-
tiveness, particularly in cotton. The Daodpitra
country here commences.

Though the above constitute nearly all the towns
in Sindh of any size, or such as may be considered
worthy of present notice, there are numerous others
of smaller dimensions, and a great number of what
are called Tundras or Tundas, which are the chief
places in districts held as jahgirs by Biltichi chiefs,
Zamindars, or Seyuds, and other sacred characters,
and which always bear the title of the party to
whom the grant was originally made. There is
very little deviation in the general character of the
towns in Sindh: nearly all are surrounded with
walls, which are intended to be fortifications, but
are of a very rude kind, and in complete disrepair,
being built of mud, about twenty feet high, and
pierced for matchlocks; in the centre of the place
i8 a bastion or citadel overlooking the surrounding
country. The Jutts and pastoral classes fold their
flocks outside, under the walls, against which they
build their reed huts. Every place in Sindh
swarms with village curs, the Pariahs of India; and

D



34 PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS [caaP. 11,

these, in the absence of any police, are valuable, as
keeping a constant and vigilant watch. The
Wands, or moveable villages of the pastoral popu-
lation, are generally composed of reed mats stretched
across rough boughs of the tamarisk : such are also
the materials generally employed by the fishermen
and others living on the banks of the river; the
houses are generally of one story, and flat-roofed;
in the cities the dwellings are upper-roomed, the
apartments small and ill ventilated. It is impos-
sible to conceive any thing so filthy as the interior
of a Sindhian town: every inhabitant makes a
common sewer of the front of his dwelling; the
narrow passage, scarcely admitting a laden camel,
is nearly blocked up with dung heaps, in which
recline in lazy ease packs of fat Pariah dogs, from
whom the stranger, particularly a Christian (they
are true Moslems these dogs), need expect little
mercy. Flies are so plentiful, that the children’s
faces are nearly hidden by them, and it is utterly
impracticable in a butcher’s or grocer’s shop to
discern a particle of what is exposed for sale. Add
to these mere outlines, crowded streets of filthy
people, an intolerable stench, and a sun which
would roast an egg; some faint idea may be
formed of a Sindhian town or city: the inhabitants
generally sleep on the roofs of their houses for
coolness.

One main street constituting the bazaar is al-
ways a principal feature in a place of any size.
These bazaars have mats and other coverings
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stretching from house to house, as a protection
against the fierce rays of the sun. Except the
bazaars of Grand Cairo, few places of a similar
kind present such vivid, strange, and yet inter-
esting groups, as the great street of Shikarpir,
frequented as it is by the merchants of both Cen-
tral Asia and those of Eastern and Western India:
the full pressure of business generally takes place
about four o'clock; and then amidst clouds of dust,
in an atmosphere of the most stifling closcness, and
amid the loud din of perfect chapmanship, may be
seen some of the most characteristic features of the
society of the East.

The haughty Moslem, mounted on his fine Kho-
rassan steed, decorated with rich trappings, himself
wearing_the tall Sindhian cap of rich brocade, and
a scarf of gold and silk, jostles through the crowd,
between whom a way is opened by the Sindhian
soldiers, who precede and follow him; then follows
the Affghan, with s dark blue scarf cast over his
breast, his long black hair falling in masses on his
shoulders, his olive cheek tinted by the mountain
breeze, and his eye full of fire and resolve. We
have also the Seyud of Pishin in his goat’s-hair
cloak, the fair Herati, the merchant of Candahar,
with flowing garments and many-coloured turban,
the tall Patan with heavy sword, and mien calcu-
lated to court offence, while among the rest is the
filthy Sindhian, and the small, miserable-looking,
cringing Hindd, owning perhaps lacs in the neigh-
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bouring streets, but fearing the exactions of the
Amirs. These present a fair sample of the groups
who crowd the principal street of Shikarpir; but
we miss the wild Biliichi with his plaited hair
and ponderous turban, his sword, matchlock, and
high-bred mare; but the freebooter of the desert
loves not cities, and is rarely seen in them.

A very large portion of the population of Sindh,
however, are pastoral, particularly in the neigh-
bourhood of Cutch to the eastward, and westward
towards the desert and hills they occupy a rude
description of hut, made of reeds and moveable at
pleasure; the dryness of the atmosphere admits of
this. Sindh was formerly more extensive in a
northerly direction, but the rapacity of the late
Rajah of Lahore, Runjit Sing, stripped the indolent
Amirs of many points on the river verging on his
dominions, to which latter these have been an-
nexed: such are Kin Kashmor and Rozan, ports
of considerable trade, on the western bank aboye
Sukkur, but now appertaining to the Punjaub
monarchy. The earlier histories of Sindh describe
many large cities, and indeed a degree of populous-
ness and prosperity since departed.

The ¢ Chuch, Nameh,” which is the principal
Persian’ 'manuscript authority consulted in the
history of Sindh, to be hereafter alluded to, says
that “ this territory extended to the east as far as
Cashmir and Kundj ; west to Mikran and the sea;
south to the territories of the ports of Surat and
Deo; and north to Candahar, Seistan, and the
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mountains of Stliman, Girwan, and Kynakdn,”
which is certainly an immense kingdom, embracing,
indeed, nearly the whole of the north-west frontier
on and beyond the Indus, and comprising a great
portion of Guzirat. The whole country is subdi-
vided into districts, in most of which is a small
fort, constituting the principal point in such dis-
trict: here the revenue servants of government, or
the chieftains in feudatory state, take up their
abode. The revenue divisions of Sindh are also
in many parts guided by the canmals and other
outlets of inundation from the river, such means
of fertility giving titles elsewhere only applied to
Pergunnahs or districts.

‘Roads communicate with Sindh from Cutch at
various points across the Runn of Cutch and Thurr,
or little desert, travelled by the merchants who
trade in ghee between the two countries ;— from
Sonmiani by the small pass through the mountains
westward of Karrachi, a distance of about 50 miles,
used by the Kilat traders, as Sonmiani is the road
to Lus, Beila and Kilat. From Jeysulmir across a
desert tract eastward from Khyrpir in Northern
Sindh, distance about 150 miles; by this route also
the traders between Pali in Marwar and Sindh
carry on their traffic; from Candahar through the
Bolan pass across the deserts of Catchi to Shikar-
pur; this immediate means of communicating with
the upper country, or as it is styled in general
terms Khorassan, gives a particular value to Sindh :
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at no other point can this be effected with a land
carriage of only 250 miles. There is also a road to
the Indus near Sehwun or Larkhana from the
Upper Bilich country through the Gundava pass.
From Mittunkot, Miltan, Dhera Ghazi Khan, and
Dera Ismael Khan, Lahore, and the whole of
the ports or marts on the Indus, or Punjaub,
by the banks of the stream. From Bhawulpir
by way of Khanpir and Subzulkét, these latter
land routes are used during the inundations when
tracking against the stream is alengthy and tedious
operation : at other times the river Indus or the five
streams, its tributaries, is the line of communication
with Sindh from all places to its north, north-east,
and north-west, accessible by their means.

PCLLAH FISHERMAN.
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CHAP. IIL

Classification of the Inhabitants of Sindh. — Mahommedans. —
Jutts and cultivating Tribes. — Bildchi military Class. —
Feudatories. — Obedience to Chiefs. — Costume. — Women. —
Arms. — Character. — Music and Nautch Women. — Seyuds
or Holy Men. —Probable Jewish Origin of BilGichis. —Passion
for Field Sports.— Expense of preserving Game. — Names of
BilGch Tribes in Sindh. — Miani Fishermen and Boatmen on
the Indus.

Untin the conquest of Sindh by the Mahommedans
in the year of the Hejira 93 (a. p. 711), the govern-
ment and country was purely Hindd, but its fanatical
invaders, after expelling the aboriginal inhabitants
from their principal cities, either compelled them to
embrace the faith of Islam, or drove them to seek
shelter among the fastnesses of the western moun-
tains.

The inhabitants of Sindh under the late rule of
the Amirs may, as in India, be classed Mahommedans
and Hindis: of the former are Bildchis, Jutts,
and other peaceable classes, the warlike and the
agricultural, or the industrious and the predatory,
the aggregate being Mahommedans ; for although
a very considerable number of Hindds are to be
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found in the principal towns and all over Sindh,
they are naturalised foreigners, induced to settle
in the country by its commerce, their wealth
giving them the sufferance of Government ; at the
same time they are tyrannically oppressed both
religiously and socially.

The principal of the cultivating and pastoral
classes in Sindh are the Jutts, who in all proba-
bility are the aboriginal Hindd inhabitants con-
verted to Islamism.

The Jutts, like all the tribes in these countries,
are divided into innumerable subdivisions called
Koums, and are a hard-working oppressed race,
occupying themselves in rearing camels, feeding
flocks, or cultivating the soil.

They are invariably found in large communities,
often living in temporary huts or Wands, and mi-
grate all over Sindh and its confines as shepherds
in search of pasture. Where this is not the case,
they are farming servants either of the Bilichi
chiefs or wealthy Zamindars, who repay their
labour with a modicum of the produce.

In some few instances only throughout Sindh
does this class obtain any distinction, and then it
is as considerable farmers and cultivators.

The Jutts are a quiet inoffensive class, and
exceedingly valuable subjects to the Sindh state,
but have hitherto been much depressed. Their
women are throughout the country noted for their
beauty and, to their credit be it also spoken, for



CHAP. IIIL] ON SINDH. 41

their chastity. They work as hard as the men,
and the labour of tending, driving home their
flocks, milking the cattle, &c. is fairly divided.
The Jutts are  very numerous, and form a large
division of the population of Sindh, though seldomn
found in the towns, but dispersed over the whole
face of the country, particularly eastward to the
desert tract which separates Sindh from Cutch,
known as the Runn on which this tribe rear large
flocks of camels. There are other pastoral and
peaceable classes besides the Jutts of Mahommedan
persuasion, such as the Khosas in Upper Sindh,
Seik Lobana in the Delta, and emigrants from
the Punjaub, who have in many instances become
amalgamated with the people of the country. The
Khosas become a predatory tribe on the eastern
confines of Sindh, verging towards the Cutch
territories, where they are very troublesome.
There are also on the eastern boundaries Rajputs
located as wandering herdsmen. The Daodptitras
who inhabit generally the country of that name in
the north are to be met with in various parts of
Sindh. The Sumahs are Jutts, though they are
generally known by the former title. Such are
also the Machis and numerous other subdivisions
of the Jutt tribes.

The Jutt is as inseparable from the camel
throughout Sindh, as the Arab from his horse in
Arabia; they are invariably camel drivers and
feeders, and are consulted on every occasion where
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the health or efficiency of this invaluable animal is
in question. '

The Bildchis of Sindh are the dominant party
as the latest conquerors of the country, and came
from the mountainous regions to the westward,
invited by the rich valley of the Indus; they are
feudatory holders of the soil, an indolent and
insolent race, before whom even the late ruling
princes were obliged to quail ; for with arms in their
hands, and looking upon the country as their own,
their chiefs being in a measure elective, they
exercised unbounded control over the administra-
tion of the affairs of the country, constituting a
complete military despotism. :

There are innumerable divisions and subdivisions
of the Biltchi tribes in Sindh, all tracing a common
origin, however, to those now living in the western
mountains, and all looking up to certain tribes as
their superiors, such as the Rinds and others, who
are located in Catchi beyond Gundava. In this
way there is much of that family pride amongst
them, which in India, and amongst the Rajpits
answers to caste. The Bildchis in Sindh are not
so muscular or large statured as their brethren
of the colder mountainous region of Kilat and
Catchi, though they are powerful and athletic for
Asiatics.

The chiefs are many of them commanding and
dignified, though haughty in their bearing and
manner, but, as a class generally, they are bar-
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barously ignorant even to a proverb, wild, and
untractable. A Bilichi would unhesitatingly beard
the Amirs of Sindh in open durbar, when his
feelings were at all excited, for he acknowledges
no respect of persons.

The Biltchis are Jahgirdars and feudatories,
occupying forts, or, rather, fortified villages,
throughout the whole country. The -constant
feuds which are occurring between tribes renders
this precaution absolutely necessary. The chiefs
of any distinction generally live at or near the
capital, visiting their farms or jahgirs as occasion
may require. The Biltichis are not a working
people ; they will only occupy themselves in breed-
ing and rearing cattle and horses, but the cul-
tivation of the soil is left to be carried on by the
labour of the Jutt. :

Some of the Bilichi villages, or Tundas, are re-
spectable in appearance; but, very generally, a
mere shed, shared in common with the horses and
cattle, forms the whole of their dwelling, a portion
being screened off for the use of the women and
family ; the fort, or best dwelling in the village,
being appropriated to the chief.

The ancient pastoral practice of vesting authority
in the head of the community, as of the father of a
family, is fully practised by the Bilichis in Sindh:
each tribe will obey its chief alone; his opinion
being held as law, and his voice sufficient to settle
any questions, not only for peace or war, but also
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those of internal dissension. An order from the
Amirs of Sindh themselves would only have in-
fluenced the body of the Bilichi tribes, when
received through their chiefs.

On any signal for a general rising, a swift camel
carries the news from tribe to tribe, and from
20,000 to 30,000 armed men could be collected in
a few days, every man being at all times prepared
for war: in its practice they have no rules, and the
strongest man is the best soldier.

Though living on the fat of the land, and passing
a life of sloth and indolence, the Biltchis have no
appearance of luxury or comfort about them ; their
dwellings generally are poor, and as filthy and
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miserable as those of the Jutts; their women are
very plain and coarse, little cared for, and perfect
slaves to their lords, performing every menial
office, whilst the lazy Bilichi passes his whole
time in smoking, drinking, or sleeping. The Bi-
Iichi dress is a loose shirt and exceedingly wide
drawers, after the old Turkish fashion ; the former
reaching to the knees, and, when in full costume,
they add a waistband of silk or coloured cotton,
always of gaudy colours ;—such is also twisted
round the cap when travelling. The head is not
shaved, as usual with Mahommedans; but the hair,
on the cultivation and growth of which, like the
Seikhs, they are very proud, is twisted into a knot
at the top of the head. The hill Biliichis wear it
long over the shoulders, which imparts a very wild
appearance: it is never allowed to become grey,
but both sexes dye it with a preparation of senna
and indigo. After a certain age, Seyuds and holy
men affect red beards, and the ¢ orange tawny” is
by no means uncommon. Seyuds are distinguished
also by green garments, the colour of the prophet.
The turban has been superseded throughout Sindh
by a cap, which in form looks something like an
inverted English hat, made of bright-coloured silk
or brocade, and is a bad imitation of a Persian
head-dress. The Biltichis are of dark complexion,
handsome features, with fine eyes; prone to cor-
pulency, which is encouraged, to a ridiculous
extent, as a great mark of beauty. The late head
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of the reigning family, Mir Nasir Khan, was con-
sidered the handsomest man in the country, and
was scarcely able to walk from redundancy of flesh,
though quite in the prime of life.

The dress of Bilichi women, in common with
that of the country generally, is a full petticoat,
gathered in at the waist, and trowsers, a cloth
which covers the bosom, being tied round the neck
and under the arms, leaving the back exposed: the
head is protected by a loose mantle, which is also
thrown round the person. The Bilichis seldom
change their garments, and they are often dyed blue
to hide the dirt, and this in one of the hottest cli-
mates of the East, and among the pretenders to a
religion in which cleanliness is ordained as a law.’

The arms of the Biliichis are the matchlock, sword,
and shield, with a great paraphernalia of pouches
belts, steel, flint, &c. round the waist ; in the use of
weapons they are very expert, though they pride
themselves particularly on their skill as swordsmen,
always preferring hand-to-hand combat, rushing in
on their foe under shelter of their large shields. The
bravery of the Biltchis has always been lightly
esteemed, but although late events have proved, in
addition to former instances, that they cannot cope
with the steady discipline of our troops, they have
now fairly earned aname for courage, which was not
formerly conceded to them, yet your true soldier is
seldom a worthless pretender, and it is impossible
to imagine a greater braggart than a Sindh Bildchi.
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The Bilichis are expert marksmen, and are
trained to arms at an early age, but as before
observed they rely on the sword, and on a late oc-
casion verified what a former able commentator in
the country predicted, “ that their country would
derive little military renown if reduced to depend
on that arm.” At Miani they threw away their
matchlocks and rushed on the bayonets of our
troops. The gallant Sir Charles Napier says in his
admirable dispatch, ¢ The brave Bilichis first dis-
charging their matchlocks and pistols dashed over
the bank with desperate resolution, but down went
these bold and skilful swordsmen under the superior
power of the musket and bayonet.” No man of
any rank, and no Bilichi in Sindh, is considered
dressed without his sword,—it is as necessary a
portion of his costume as his cap or turban. They
are very expert at the bow, and a blunt description
of arrow, which they shoot transversely and with
unerring aim, knocking down small game with the
precision of a good shot handling a fowling-picce.

A description of pony called a Yabd, is com-
monly ridden by the Bildchis; it is a hardy and
very valuable animal for carriage and burthen, but
utterly useless for warlike purposes. The endur-
ance of fatigue of these animals exceeds belief; they
are amazingly swift and well adapted for the preda-
tory purposes to which they are applied by the
Biltichi, who is a robber from his birth. The love
of plunder is so inherent in these people, that it has
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been said that even the chiefs and wealthy men will
traverse the country in disguise, for the mere
purpose of indulging in a love of crying “ stand” to
the passing traveller, and though ignorant in the
extreme even of the faith they profess, are so into-
lerant, that an unfortunate Hind seldom quits the
society of such travellers without having paid the
penalty of circumcision as a return for mixing with
the aristocracy of the country.

In the lower portions of Sindh, the mountains,
which approach the river, are inhabited by the
Biliichi tribes of Jokias and Numrias who form
a distinct class from those who dwell in the plains:
these tribes are restless and troublesome, though
the merchant or traveller can always purchase
their protection at a comparatively small cost, and
this .done they are very faithful to their engage-
ments.

In common with most of the same barbarous
classes of society, whatever part of the world they
inhabit, the Bilichis acknowledge the rights of
hospitality, and never fail to entertain the stranger;
and after he has shared their evening meal, they
sit with him round their blazing fire, or under the
bright moonlight, and amuse him with rude songs
or wilder tales of predatory deeds.

The Biltchi character is a singular one, and
requires some study to appreciate, for while a
Biliichi appears stupid, lazy, and apathetic to the
last degree, delighting in tobacco, opium, and a
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fierce spirit extracted from the date, yet he may,
like the Arab, be rendered tractable by a well-
timed jest, for there is rude humour about them,
and a capacity for appreciating mimicry and
ridicule. The Biltchis, like the Rajpiits of Cutch
and the neighbouring states, entertain bards and
troubadours, who sing of the deeds: of their
ancestors. The Luris are a particular tribe who
follow this vocation. It is impossible to imagine
any thing so barbarous as the music and singing
of the country. It is bad enough in India, where
discord is considered to rule supreme, but the
long howl, like a cry of intense agony, with which
a Biluch song commences at each verse, defies all
comparison with any other description of melody !
whatsoever. Yet all classes are so engrossed by
this ‘wild chant that they may be seen seated in
parties for a whole day and night listening to it.
The instruments are the fom-tom (common drum
of India), the cymbals, and a rude species of
guitar made from the dried gourd, and very like
the sitarrah of India. The Hindd music is not
better than elsewhere. Nautching is much patron-
ised in Sindh, and every town of importance is
well supplied with these professional danseuses.
No entertainment is complete without an ex-
hibition of this kind, the monotony of which is
somewhat questionably broken by the ladies im-
bibing largely, during the performance, of spirits
to excite them to greater exertion. The quantity
E
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these women will drink of a fiercely intoxicating
liquor (prepared from sugar or the date), without
any apparent effect, is quite surprising. The
Nautch women of Sindh are very handsome : they
are of course (as in India) courtesans, and some
accumulate great wealth. These ladies make their
way every where; and it is characteristic of the
strange and barbarous state of court etiquette in
Sindh, that at the Durbar of the Amirs, which
was thronged with truculent Biluchis, swaggering
Patans, and armed retainers, jostling each other
without any respect of the princely presence, that
above all the din so created rose the notes of
Persian songs shrieked forth by bands of Nautch
girls, who occupied the remoter parts of the Hall of
Audience.

The Biltichi women, in the details of every-day
life, fulfil the most servile domestic duties, as if
they were considered as the mere slaves of their
lazy lords; but when any occasion arises for ex-
ertion, when a foray is to be undertaken, or a
difficulty escaped, the Biltichi women are taken
into council, and possess considerable influence.

The Pirs Seyuds and other characters of pre-
tended Moslem sanctity who infest Sindh, occupy
a most important position amongst its inhabitants.
From the Amirs, downwards, all Mahommedans
being profoundly ignorant of any but the common
forms of their religion, place implicit faith in the
holiness of spiritual pastors and the efficacy of
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their devotion. The consequence is that lazy
Seyuds and worthless professors of religious zeal
are patronised in Sindh to a degree elsewhere
unknown : they are essentially a priest-ridden
people ; and an early writer, in describing their
character, says, “That the Sindhian shows no
liberality but in feeding lazy Seyuds, no zeal but
in propagating the faith, no spirit but in celebrating
the Ede (festival), and no taste but in ornamenting
old tombs.” Some of the finest portions of the
country are held in “ Tnam,” or gift, by these men,
and every Bilichi chieftain and tribe has its Peir
Mirshid or spiritual pastor, who collects a certain
fee in kind for his holy offices. Khorassan, Cabul,
Pishin in Central Asia, Persia, and all parts of
India, contribute their quota of these blood-suckers,
who are sure to be handsomely provided for in
Sindh: many of them, indeed, have become ex-
ceedingly wealthy, and attained such influence,
that they are said to have possessed the right of
entrée to the harem of the Amirs— a privilege
which the chiefs themselves, if report speaks true,
could not always demand. The country is at the
same time literally pestered with travelling re-
ligious mendicants of all degrees, from the halt
and blind to the sturdy and armed fakir: it is by
no means unusual to be accosted by one of these
latter, well mounted and fully equipped, who
demands from the peasant a portion of his hard-
earned meal with a tone and gesture plainly in-
E 2
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dicating that resistance would be in vain. The
tombs of these canonised worthies are the only
buildings of any note in the country: they are,
unlike all others, erected of permanent materials,
and form places of pilgrimage to all true believers.
The well-known Persian motto as applied to
Multan is in full force in Sindh —* Sindh may be
known by four things, heat, dust, beggars, and
tombs.”

It is remarkable, as Colonel (now Sir Henry)
Pottinger states, that he discovered among the
Biltichis many customs of the laws of Moses, par-
ticularly as affected their moral institutions of
marriage, and says, that tradition, oral and written,
assigns them an Israelite descent as a branch of the
Affghans.* One or two of the instances of resem-
blance between the laws of the Bilichis and the
ancient Jews are certainly remarkable, from what-
ever source they may have originated. Thus,
that in the event of a death of a woman’s hus-
band, his brother is bound to marry her, and
the children are the heirs of the deceased f: if a
married woman elope, she and her paramour are
to be put to death, ¢ that evil may be put away,”
or full expiation made ; and a man may only repu-
diate his ‘wife, according to rules similar to those
of the Jewish covenant.

These circumstances are curious, and eminently

* See « Pottinger's BilGchistan.”
1 See Deuteronomy, xxv. 5.
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interesting ; more particularly so at the present
period, when the traces are so eagerly sought by
men of learning and research for the lost tribes of
Israel. Colonel Pottinger, who was well acquainted
with Biltchi manners, evidently inclines to the
opinion that, although changed much by many
external circumstances, such as the frequent con-
quest of Bilichistan by Persia, Hindostan, and
other invaders, that yet the Biltichis may have
preserved some of their ancient laws, and that these
laws were not Moslem of the Koran, but Jewish of
the covenant.

It would be dangerous to offer any opinion on a
point of so much difficulty ; the Bilichis them-
selves strongly deny any thing approaching to a
Jewish origin, but are desirous to be considered
always of the Arab stock, with whom they have
constantly, in olden times, made alliances ; and in
all inquiries made to ascertain if any Jews among
the Affghan population were to be found in the
large towns of Sindh or Catchi, the result has
been a negative. There is much in the appearance
and mien of the Biluchis essentially Jewish ; not
so, it is true, as compared with the small-made,
eringing, sinister countenanced Jew of England,
but with the Jew of Bagdad, of Palestine, of the
East generally, where he is seen tall in stature,
noble, but prominent in feature, and most graceful
in his loose robes, and proud demeanour. It is not
generally known from whence the Biltchis emi-
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grated, but they are decidedly foreigners. They
are generally supposed to have come from Mikran ;
but it is, I think, beyond all question that although
their general habits assimilate them with the Arabs,
their appearance is essentially Jewish. In figure,
the Bilichi is usually large and muscular, his
complexion dark, and his nose remarkably aquiline.
His eyes are large and expressive; not the quick,
small, fiery eyes of the Arab, but eminently hand-
some, although too often betraying powerful and
evil feeling. The hair is worn long, and falls in
bushy ringlets over the back and shoulders, a pon-
derous turban being twisted round the head, and
plaits of coarse hair sometimes seen entwined with
the folds. The dress is of heavy white cloth, com-
monly brown from long service, and its fashion
deserves remark : it bears no resemblance either
to the Mohammedan, the Hindd, the Persian, or the
Affghan, neither the Arab; but is formed of a
short-waisted, tight-fitting body and sleeves, with
an enormously full petticoat attached, precisely
similar to those worn by the ancient Jews.* The
Bilichis, however, do not observe the Israelite
law of not wearing linen or woollen togethert, as
they frequently add a cloak of goat’s hair in the
winter; but this they may have learnt as the
custom of the tribes about them. No dress can be
Jmagined so unsuited to their present habits of life,

* See Calmet’s Tllustrations of the Bible.
+ See Deuteronomy, xxii.
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or their hot and dusty country, as this of the
Biltichis ; it is, however, still preserved. In the
Arab fashion, they suspend over this dress an in-
numerable quantity of arms, belts, powder flasks,
&c., with a sword, shield, and matchlock. The
belts, ball pouches, and other appendages are taste-
ful and picturesque accoutrements, being made in
various forms, and embroidered in coloured silks,
with numerous fringes, ornaments, and tassels at-
tached.

The above description of costume and general
appearance applies to the Western Hill Biltchis,
where they are more primitive in their habits
than those of the plains located in Sindh Proper ;
in the northern parts of that country, however,
the Biltchi retains his original characteristics. The
Biltchi emigrates, and as a mercenary soldier is to
be met with in many parts of Western India, and
ranks next to the Arab in this capacity.

Before dismissing the Biluchis, I must not omit
to mention their love of field sports. From the
Mirs downwards, this is the ruling passion; the
country is completely sacrificed to it, and Sindh
may be said to be one large hunting preserve, so
small a proportion does the cultivated land bear to
that appropriated to the purposes of breeding
game. On the occasion of the British representa-
tive, Colonel Pottinger’s negociating a treaty with
the Amirs, they particularly stipulated that they
should have protection for their sports, and stated,

E 4



56 PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS [cuar. m.

that every head of deer killed in Sindh was cal-
culated to cost 800 rupees (80l sterling): this is
certainly not an exaggeration, but, on the contrary,
were the districts occupied by dense jungles en-
closed as preserves, and now only devoted to the
wild boar, tiger, and other wild and dangerous
animals, cleared for the purposes of fertility, the
revenues of Sindh might be unlimited, and the cost
of the game must therefore be estimated by the
loss the country sustains to preserve it. All de-
nominations of Bilichis, however, are willing to
forego anything and everything for this all-ab-
sorbing occupation; and it is the only motive,
except war or plunder, which will rouse them from
their general love of ease. Their method of pursuing
these sports is, among the inferior classes, with dogs
and spears; but with the princes and chiefs it is a
very systematic and luxurious affair. The Amirs,
seated in temporary huts erected for the occasion at
the termination of one of the enclosed preserves,
have the game driven towards them by an im-
mense crowd of men, the inhabitants of the country
being collected from every direction for this pur-
pose. Thus the Hind is forced from his shop and
the Mahommedan husbandman from his plough, and
detained for several days without food, or a farthing
of remuneration for their services, but too often
losing their lives, or sustaining scrious injuries,
merely to contribute to the sport of their rulers.
Thus driven from their covert by the yells and
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shriecks of the beaters, who, surrounding the
sporting grounds armed with staves, and loudly
beating drums, gradually close towards the centre,
the poor frightened brutes in the preserves make
towards the only path of escape left to them, which
is an opening leading directly under the muzzles
“of the matchlocks of the sportsmen, who pour upon
them a destructive fire. The mass and variety of
game that is forced from the shelter of the jungle
by this means is most surprising, for not only does
it include numerous hogs and black buck, the nobler
sport, but great varieties of smaller game, the
beautiful cotah-pacha, with foxes, hares, &c. in
abundance. Hawking is also a very general sport
throughout the country, for the capture of the
beautiful black partridge, very similar in plumage
to that of Cutch, abounding both in the interior
and on the banks of the Indus.

The chiefs of Hyderabad were in the habit of
quitting their capital during a greater portion of
the year, abandoning every affair of state and the
most important duties to pass long periods in their
hunting grounds. With them all interests, whether
political or social, were subservient to these, of
which they said, “ We consider our Shikargahs of
greater moment to us than our wives and children.”
Their conversation on all occasions turned on this
topic alone, and a visit to the Amirs on the most
important question of state affairs was sure to end
in an invitation to accompany them to their hunting
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grounds. The principal tribes of Bilichis located
in Sindh are the Murris, Khosahs, Umranis, Lakds,
Chandias, Mughsis, Jalbanis, Talpirs, Kéloras, Jat-
tois, Muzaris, Jokias, Numrias, Rinds, Kurmattis,
Burdis, and a few others ; the parent country enu-
merates forty-eight original tribes. The strength
of the Sindh army has generally been rated at 50,000
men.

The Moana or Miani tribe of fishermen and boat-
men, who find occupation and subsistence on the
river Indus, form a third class of the Mahommedan
population of Sindh, and form a large tribe, apart
from either the Jutt cultivator or the turbulent
Biltchi, though it is usual to style as Sindhians all
classes generally who inhabit the country : this has
been hitherto observed by all travellers passing
through it. The Mianis (or Moanas) are the most
active and athletic race in Sindh, with a buoyancy
of spirits and generally frank bearing unknown to
the other classes. Many of them as fishermen live,
it may be said, ?» rather than on the river, but all
have villages immediately on its banks, their boats
and nets furnishing all that is required for their
maintenance. In many parts of the stream, es-
pecially near the great lake Munchur, whole families
of this class live entirely after the Chinese fashion
in their boats, having no other habitation.

The women share the labour equally with the
men, and a sturdy lass is generally seen steering or
paddling the boat whilst the man works at the nets,
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a child being often suspended in a net-work cot
between the mast and rigging of the craft, which is
always very small and light for the advantage of
easier navigation amongst the shoals and creeks.
All the lakes and estuaries formed by the inunda-
tions are crowded with this description of craft.

The navigation of the Indus is carried on by the
Miani, and passing his life on the river he is the
only pilot to be trusted in its intricate channel:
connected with this people, the Pullah fishery, for
which the Indus is so celebrated, deserves particu-
lar notice. First placing on the water a large
earthen vessel, and commending it to the care of
Allah, the fisherman casts himself on it in such a
manner that the mouth of the vessel is completely
closed by the pressure of his stomach; he then
paddles himself by means of the action of his hands
and feet into the centre of the stream, holding deep
in the water a forked pole about fifteen feet in length,
to which is attached a large net ; in his girdle he
carries a small spear, and a check-string attached
to the net indicates the moment when a fish is
entangled. The spear is used to kill the fish when
drawn up after capture, and the jar receives the
spoil.

The Pullak (the Hilsah of the Ganges in sable
fish) swims against the stream. The fisherman
therefore walks some miles up the river bank, and
then floats down it until he has secured sufficient
for his day’s sale or consumption.
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The Mianis, as may be conjectured, are a poor
race, though exceedingly numerous. They are
dissipated, and a large proportion of the courtesans
and dancing women of the country are from this
tribe ; they are of very dark complexion, but pos-
sess regular features, and some of the women
would be considered remarkably handsome. The
Mianis are also noted for the manufacture of mats
and baskets, which are beautifully woven from the
high rceds and strong grasses growing on the edge
of the river; this class, when found near towns
and villages, occupy a distinct quarter, generally
outside or apart from the other inhabitants. Here
they sell spirits, and the men beat drums and sing
whilst the women dance and perform all the usual
acts of courtesanship calculated to allure the
passing stranger.
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CHAP. IV.

Affghans settled in Sindh.,—Persians.— Various military Ad-
venturers. — HindGs. — Lohanas and Bhatias — employed
as Revenue Servants. — Disregard of Caste and Religion. —
Dispersion over Countries to the North-west— In Sindh
principally located at Karrachi and Shikarpfr. — Costumes
and Manners.— Integrity in Cash Transactions. — Amount of
Population in Sindh — Difficulty of estimating — Impover-
ished Condition of. — Character ascribed to Sindhians. —
Language. — Slavery. — Modes of Salutation. — Influx of
Foreigners. — Smoking universal. — Summary of Character.
— Influencing Circumstances.

TeE few Affghans who settled in Sindh from the
period when it was a portion of the Cabul monarchy,
have become so naturalised, and are so amalgamated
with the other inhabitants, as to retain few dis-
tinctive marks: they may be generally classed as
zamindars and cultivators. Nadir Shah, in his
passage through Sindh in A.Dp. 1740, left behind
him many Persians, who settled in the country, and
these families have become in many instances
wealthy and influential. = Adventurers from Persia
generally managed at a later period to bring
their deceit and ‘plausibility to a good market
‘with the credulous Amirs, whose court was conse-
quently always well stocked with some of the re-
puted sons of Abbas Ali, and other noted characters,
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so that a Persian haji became a prince in Sindh,
though in all probability a darber in Ispahan!

In the retinues of the Amirs were to be found
military mercenaries. from every quarter of the
East: the younger Amir of the Khyrpir branch of
the family boasted between three or four hundred
Affghans, picked men, and had also a regular risallah
(regiment) of Hindostan cavalry, clothed and ac-
coutred much after the fashion of our Indian irre-
gular horse. In short, fortune-hunters and needy
vagabonds, of whom there is always a large pro-
portion in every native court throughout India,
found ample encouragement in Sindh: the more
worthless, and the more these vagabonds blustered
and swaggered, the more certain were they to
become prime favourites of the credulous chicfs.
And innumerable are the instances where the most
worthless, intriguing, and designing characters were
admitted to the especial confidence of the Amirs
swaying their most important interests and affairs.

The bulk of the Mahommedan population are
Sunis, though the chiefs practised the Shiah doc-
trines; the Koran is the rule of faith, and oaths
are sworn by placing it on the head of the party.
The sacred book can only be touched by a Seyud
or Milah, and an assembly always rises at its ap-
proach; the lowest orders affect the distinction of
hafiz, or learner of the Koran by heart, and there are
many such, though few even of the learned men of
the country can expound a line of the text. It is
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considered a most acceptable work to attend in the
tombs and hear the Miulah read a chapter, or to
pay ziaruts (pilgrimages) to the sainted shrines
throughout the country. The evening prayer at
sunset is scrupulously observed; the boatman rests
on his oar, the fisherman from his vocation, the
artisan from his work, and the Bilichi from his
murdering foray, to go through this ceremony.
Dismounting from his horse or camel, and spreading
his carpet, the traveller prostrates himself before
the retiring orb of day, and the general effect of
this simultaneous adoration is very striking. In
Sindh the forms of religion are carried to an excess
by the Moslems, in proportion to the absence of
any real feeling. We may, however, charitably
conclude that there are in Sindh, as elsewhere,
those who conscientiously act up to the faith they
profess, but experience, sooth to say, adds to the
conclusion that the instances are few and far
between.

The Hindis in Sindh bear evident traces of
emigration to that country from Multan, Amritsir,
and other parts to the north ; locating themselves on
the banks of the Indus, as in Central Asia, they have
become here, as elsewhere, a highly valuable portion
of the community, commanding by their commercial
activity, habits of business, and energy, a certain
respect despite the most unmeasured bigotry. They
are still but a tolerated class, however, and nothing
short of extreme cunning and perseverance could
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cnable them to exist in such a country as Sindh,
where their wealth is the constant object of Ma-
hommedan rapacity, and where they are only con-
sidered as dogs in the eyes of the true believers;
they are divided into two great classes, Lohanas, and
Bhatias. The whole of the trade of Sindh, from
the extensive mercantile and banking transactions
of Shikarpdr, to the smallest supplier of the
ordinary wants of life, are in the hands of the
Hindis. Their command of ready money gives
them also a certain power over the rulers, who,
looking only to the revenue of the country as a
means of present gratification, are too happy to farm
its resources to these Soucars (as the Hindu traders
are called) for any sum which may be immediately
commanded. In these transactions the Hindd
always runs the greatest risk of being called upon
to disgorge any profits he may amass, and he
knows that his bonds and contracts with Mahom-
medan chiefs are so much waste paper; but he
makes his calculations accordingly, and, despite
power and despotism, never fails to accumulate
wealth at the expence of the profligacy of the
rulers.

Hindds, from their intelligence and habits of
business, are also employed by the government
throughout Sindh.as revenue servants of every
description, but all such are obliged to wear the
beard and turban, adopting in their exterior so
completely the Mahommedan garb and demeanour,
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that they are no longer recognizable. In Sindh and
the countries north-west of the Indus generally, the
Hindd is not particular as to caste or religion, and
his constant neglect of both would indeed horrify
the stricter brother of the same faith in India, but
in such “situations it is in vain to attempt to
preserve purity, and the trial would only induce
additional persecution. © The few Brahmins or
Girus in this country are of the Sarsat caste, and
occasionally a temple to Mahadiu is to be seen ; but
only at Shikarpir are the Hindds allowed to
celebrate their festivals or religious rites: during the
Mohurrum and other Mahommedan fasts or feasts,
they are obliged to shut up their shops all over the
country. The ass is used by the Hindus in Sindh
for carriage and travelling; in India the animal
cannot be touched without defilement. It is curious
to observe that in the neighbouring country of the
Punjaub, the Mussulman is as much degraded, and
treated with the same intolerance by a Hindu
heresy, as the Hindd is by the Moslem in Sindh.
Hindis are dispersed over the whole of Sindh:
in the wildest fastnesses of the Biltichi mountains,
in the deserts and smallest collection of huts in
the jungles of the plains, a Hindi and his shop of
tobacco, spices, groceries, or cloths, is sure to be
found ; but their principal localities are in Northern
Sindh at Shikarpir, and in Southern at the port of
Karrachi. The former has at all times held a pro-
minent influence over the trade of the countries
F
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from the sea to the Caspian. The Hindt merchants
or bankers have agents in the most remote parts
of Central Asia, and could negociate bills upon
Candahar, Kilat, Cabul, Khiva, Hirat, Bokhara,
or any other of the marts in that direction. These
agents, in the pursuit of their calling, leave Sindh
for many years, quitting their families to locate
themselves amongst the most savage and intolerant
tribes, vet so essentially necessary are they to the
wild Tirkoman, rude Affghan, or blood-thirsty
Biluchi, that thcy are, with trifling exceptions,
generally protected. The smallest bargain even is
never struck between two natives of these countries,
without the intervention of the Hindu D+llal or
broker; covering his hand with a large cloth, he
runs backwards and forwards between the parties,
grasping alternately the hand of each. The cloth
is used to cover certain signs which are conveyed
as to the amount offered by squeezing the joints of
the fingers, which stand for units, tens, or hun-
dreds, as the case may be: thus the bystanders
are kept in the dark as to the price at which an
article is sold, and irritation avoided at offering
before others a lower sum than is expected would
be taken. .

At Karrachi, the principal port of Sindh, and
therefore of the Indus and countries beyond it,
the Hindds are very numerous and influential:
herec and at Shikarpiir they enjoy greater pro-
tection than in any other part of the Sindhian do-
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minions ; for short-sighted and covetous though the
Amirs were, they could yet estimate the value to
the revenues of protecting, to a certain extent,
those on whom all such as are derivable from trade,
were entirely dependent; indeed many of the prin-
cipal Hindd merchants who traded very extensively,
could command abatement in tariffs, only granted
to them with the obvious inducement to continue
their transactions.

The Hinddts in Sindh are of very fair complexion :
a few of the wealthier live in comfortable style in
the cities, but the poorer traders are a mean race,
filthy in the extreme, having much of the abject
shuffling manner of the Jew, as seen in countries
where he is despised and oppressed: the costume
differs little from that of the same class in India;
the turban is occasionally large, after the Miltan
fashion: all however studiously hide their wealth
with the garb of poverty. The Hindd women in
Sindb are considered as having some claims to
regularity of features, but all are, if possible, dirtier
in their persons and dwellings than the Mahom-
medans: the dress differs in nothing from that
of the Mahommedan women.

The Hindi in Sindh is not the same orderly and
respectable individual outwardly as his brother of
the same faith in India : living in a state of society
where he is only tolerated in proportion to his ac-
ceding to the customs of those about him, he has
become half a Mahommedan in his habits and prac-
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tices, as well as dirty and slovenly in his person,
totally neglecting those rules of caste and religion,
which have in India the peculiar merit of raising
the Hindd above the debauched Moslem. In one
point, however, in Sindh does this otherwise de-
graded class stand pre-eminent above those about
him, and that is in the good faith and integrity
shown in his mercantile and money transactions,
when met with confidence by his employer. In
dealing with the chiefs and government of Sindh,
he is obliged to defeat indirect oppression by du-
plicity and double-dealing as his only chance of
success or safeguard against violence ; but this
is by no means a fair criterion of his claims to a
higher character for business under different situ-
ations. It is proverbial and a great proof of the
honour of the Sindhian Soucars that their bills are
always considered as cash in every part of the vast
countries to the north-west, and are recognised as
such all over India. This is the class in Sindh
whom it will be our policy to foster and protect.
The country, if it ever becomes of commercial im-
portance, must be so through the Hindds: they have
long striven against disadvantages which can only
be understood by a comparison to the state of the
Jews in England during certain periods of our his-
tory; but despite obstacles which would appear to
be insurmountable, they have maintained their
footing, and carried on the whole of the great and
important trade between the Lower Indus and the
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countries beyond the Affghan passes as far as Hirat
and Bokhara. They have all the speculative energy
adapted for extending commerce, and protection
will alone be required to bring it forward.

The population of Sindh has been estimated in
round numbers at about a million; but judging
from those portions where actual inquiry has
enabled us to test the correctness of former calcu-
lations, it would appear to be overrated at the
above. In a country like Sindh, however, where
there are comparatively few towns, one part of
the population leading a wandering life, whilst
another is dispersed over its river, it is difficult
to arrive at any accurate conclusion with respect
to numbers; but that Sindh is for its whole ex-
tent very thinly populated is obvious to the
most superficial observation. The capital, Hy-
derabad, does not contain more than thirty-five
thousand, whilst Shikarpir, the next in size,
formerly rated at thirty-five, was found to yield
only twenty-two thousand. The numbers in most
of the modern maps as annexed to the various
places appear to be exaggerated, from the absence
of correct information. In the large trading
towns the Hindus bear a proportion of about one
fourth to the Mahommedan, but in other parts of
the country much less.

The condition of the mass of the people of Sindh
is not commensurate with the advantages possessed:
from the misappropriation of much of this fine
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country, it only meets the wants of its scanty
population, though no where can life be more
easily maintained.

We shall see when we come to speak of the
system of government of this province, that nothing
can be so ill adapted to the development of its
resources as that pursued under the late and
previous possessors. The industrious portion of
the population of Sindh well knew this, though
apathetic as to change and generally contented with
their lot. The Hindd traders and those of the
inhabitants who were brought into contact with us
imbibed a high respect for our character, in pro-
portion as they experienced our good faith and
conciliatory system. The force of example would
have worked silently but surely. The Biliichi and
military classes had little to gain from our presence,
which from the first was looked upon as likely to
interfere with their legitimate rights and supre-
macy — yet were they quiet, and, if not cordial, at .
least inoffensive. This part of the subject, how-
ever, will have a more appropriate place elsewhere;
and is only referred to here in order to show that
in speaking of the government and administration
of Sindh, we only treat it comparatively and re-
latively ; and that though undeniably defective, it
was yet only considered so by portions of the in-
habitants, for the mass were ignorant as to any
better form, and apathetic as to that they lived
under.
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Nothing so strikingly evinces the impoverished
condition of this country generally as the primitive
state in which the natives live throughout it: the
capitals in Sindh would only rank with third or
fourth-rate places in British Indian possessions,
and the villages defy all comparison with any thing
of the kind in India ; in these latter even the mud
and plaister materials used elsewhere, and which
are so readily available, are not employed, but a
few reed screens placed in any form over a few
boughs of the neighbouring tamarisk bush furnish
the dwelling. For miles even these scanty proofs
of human location are not met with, and in short
in a country where nature has proved so abund-
antly bountiful, the inhabitants in the mass are,
if not poor, at least supplied only with those ne-
cessaries of life which the earth almost spon-
taneously produces, but if cultivated would bring
forth to any extent.

The character of the inhabitants of Sindh,
resulting from their degraded condition, is held by
neighbouring states at an exceedingly low standard :
our own idea of it will be found elsewhere. They
are said to be distinguished for indolence, cunning,
and want of faith, are mean, knavish, and proud,
appearing to ¢ have imbibed the vices peculiar to the
barbarity of the countries on one side, Bildchistan,
Mikran, &c., and the civilisation of Hindostan on
the other, without the redeeming virtues of either:”
they are active and enduring, but slothful when ne-
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cessity does not drive them to exertion ; are social
and very fond of sitting for hours together, smok-
ing, talking, and drinking. Immorality, generally
rife in Mahommedan countries, is not less so in
Sindh. The inhabitants of all classes freely use
spirits and intoxicating drugs, and are otherwise
debauched ; intrigue may be carried on to any
extent, the only crime being detection : the woman
caught in adultery is put to death, and the law
permits it. The Hindi females are accused of being
very lax, but in such a state of society, and separated,
as many of them are for years, from their husbands,
some allowance is to be made for Mahommedan pre-
judice, always strong against the unfortunate unbe-
liever. - All classes eat animal food: the Mahom-
medans prefer goat’s flesh to mutton: fish, rice, or
juwari flour cakes form the principal nourishment
of the lower and working classes. The shepherds
and wandering tribes exist on milk, curds, and
coarse flour.

Theignorance of this people, from the rulers down-
wards, is that of perfect barbarism: comparatively
few Mahommedans in the country can read, much less
write: the whole of the correspondence of govern-
ment is carried on by the Hindds in the Persian
language (in - which  also the records of every
description are kept). The Bilichi adds to the
above character a certain degree of cruelty and
love of plunder, coupled with a fierce demeanour,
which has procured him to be held in particular
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detestation, and he is considered as implacable in his
revenge.

The language of Sindh is of Hindd drigin, being
a still greater corruption from the Sanscrit than
that spoken in the Guzirat peninsula: it is written
in a peculiar character, called the Khuda Wadi, and
the Hindds keep all their own accounts and corre-
spondence in it. The court employs vulgar Persian
for records, petitions, and ceremonial purposes,
though in common conversation they use the ver-
nacular of the country. The Bilichis have a pe-
culiar dialect of their own, assimilating somewhat
to the Pushti spoken by the Affghans; but it is
not a written or grammatical tongue, and so bar-
barous in sound, that the Sindhian accuses the
Biltichi of having learnt of his goats when he
was a shepherd in the mountains of Kilat! Pun-
jabi is much spoken in Sindh by traders, boatmen,
and others from that country.

Slavery in a very mild form exists in Sindh:
the natives of Zanzibar are brought to the country
when very young, and are sold to the wealthier
classes ; but in Sindh, as elsewhere in the East, the
term slavery does not imply a state of cruel or
degrading bondage. Slaves are treated with great
consideration, and often become the most influential
members of a family. Slaves born whilst their
parents are in bondage are the property of the
master, and become so exceedingly attached to the
place of their birth, and those to whom alone they
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have been accustomed to look for protection, that
liberty would probably offer little inducement to
them to change their present for what might be con-
sidered a more independent position. In the lower
part of the river, some of the villages furnish a
large proportion of African inhabitants.

Some of this class held offices of high trust and
personal confidence about the Amirs, who would
have confided in them rather than the members
of their own family : many of their body servants
were composed of the Sidis (as the African is
styled in these countries). There is in Sindh a
system of slavery common to it and all the countries
to the north-west, viz. that of fathers selling their
daughters as wives when very young, as also of the
sale of girls for the zenanas of the wealthy. The
Affghans are particularly distinguished for this
traffic in Sindh, but it is after all very limited.

The mode of salutation between natives in Sindh
is peculiar to the country, and indicates a very
simple-mannered people; it consists in inquiries
first after the health of the parties, then follows a
string of questions after that of the family, suc-
ceeded by others as to the state of the house and
property.. The first of these is not the simple
question usually proposed on like occasions, but it
is repeated and varied with a tone of intense doubt
and anxiety, which becomes quite amusing. It may
be translated thus:—Are you well ? quite well ?
Comfortable ? gquite comfortable? Happy? exceed-



CHAP. 1V.] ON SINDH. 75

ingly happy ? Are you sure you are well ? These
being asked by one party, and being answered
satisfactorily, are in their turn taken up by the
other, and thus an ordinary salutation between
friends occupies a considerable time : however large
the assembly may be in which a man enters, he
must go through this form to the whole of the
persons present, as each is introduced to him, the
senior or highest in rank making the first advance.
A Sindhian never passes a stranger on the road
or river without the whole of these questions, into
which he throws a deep interest ; the effect, how-
ever, being sometimes much damped by the latter
demanding, after the termination of the ceremony,
“ And who are you ?” This custom is remarkable,
as Sindh is almost the only Eastern country in
which good breeding and etiquette permit inquiries
to be made after the family of an individual.
Sindh, occupying as it does an intermediate
position between Western India and the countries
of Central Asia, it will readily be supposed that
the strangers and foreigners who meet in its large
towns and crowded bazaars, are of a very varied
and singular description; and the traveller who
arrives here from the wild countries of the north-
west, feels at once that he has entered where the
civilised habits of life begin to obtain. He
meets in the larger towns the officials of go-
vernment from the provinces of Bengal, the en-
terprising Parsi, the active Mahratta ; while the
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visitor from Western India is jostled by the dirty
Sindhian, the wild-looking Affghan, the Seyud of
Pishin, the warlike Patan, the fierce-looking Bi-
luchi, with the peace-desiring merchants of Cabul,
Hirat, and Cashmir. Sindh is the great com-
mercial gate of India and Central Asia; and the
trading interests of both meeting here, merchants
and purchasers of the most opposite character and
customs, language, and costume, here mingle, on
the broad principle of common interest.

The bazaars, particularly in the northern part of
Sindh, always present a very motley but highly
picturesque assemblage of different nations. At
the capital the Turk may even be occasionally met
with. The officer who had charge of the royal
arsenal was a Greek renegade; and now that the
northern nations are to be met with on the banks
of the Indus, they are amply provided with
specimens of all the quarters of the earth.

The natives of Sindh, whether Mahommedan or
Hindd, smoke universally. The Bilichi, when tra-
velling, has a regular apparatus for his pipe, and
a Curzin (saddle bag) on purpose for its reception.
The Hind1 seated at his shop-door is never without
this solace ; and lest the presence of the unwieldy
pipe itself should prove inconvenient, he has a tube
of some twelve feet in length, with which he keeps
up the communication with the large earthen water
vessel and tobacco, both being placed outside the
shop. Women smoke as well as the men.
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SINDHIAN PIPE

Bang (hemp seed mixed with water) is the favour-
ite intoxicating beverage with all the lower classes,
because it is cheap. The Sindhian takes his draught
of this nauseous preparation with all the gusto that
distinguishes an Englishman and his glass of grog.
Those who can afford it, drink spirits distilled in the

“country from dates or sugar. The royal potation,
however, is Curagoa, or any of the French liqueurs.
On many occasions the Parsis’ shops, established
on the Indus at the British military stations, were
completely glutted of these articles to answer the
demands of some of the Amirs, so fond did they be-
come of these more palateable preparations. The
Hindds are not a whit behind their Mahommedan
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neighbours in this vice, so unusual in the East
Yet it is very rare to see an intoxicated person :
the effect is great excitement, and the Biltchis ere
going into action are always stimulated by bang.
A certain madness then takes possession of them,
and they become desperate, combining phrenzy
with fanaticism.

Independent of other influencing circumstances,
such as climate, position, &c. in the character of a
people, much must result in its formation from
the peculiar form of government under which they
live; and thus in Sindh many of the causes are
obvious why its inhabitants hold so low a standard in
general estimation. A despotism of the most selfish
kind has for ages induced the inhabitants of that
country to look upon the exercise of their faculties,
or development. of their capacities, as leading only
to further exactions. Industry and talent would
have proved misfortunes rather than advantages to
the possessor; and activity of mind or body be
only sources of cvil to those who displayed them.
The consequence is a complete torpor of the human
intellect, and of course a generally debased con-
dition of the mass of the people, whose sole end and
aim has been, not to improve the country or their
own state, but to provide barely sufficient for their
own wants ; knowing that beyond these they would
only contribute to the rapacity of their rulers,
whose demands were in exact proportion to the
capacity of their subjects to give:—to be pros-
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perous in Sindh was a certain source of calamity.
The Sindhians do not want for good faculties, and
if encouraged would soon be induced to display
them on their own soil, and not, as heretofore, seek
elsewhere for bringing them into notice. The best
manufacturers and artisans of the country emi-
grated, seeking that protection in foreign service
which was denied them at home.

The above are influencing causes, however,
which do not militate against the claims of this
people to a higher character than that generally
conceded; and the author’s experience is not, he
believes, singular in pronouncing them entitled toa
more favourable judgment on closer acquaintance.
The standard of morality in Asia is too low to admit
of any comparison with our own; a fact seldom
kept in view in treating of the characters of its
varied people ; but in Sindh the inhabitants have
at least the advantages of good temper, hospitality,
and the social virtues to recommend them; and
few travellers have traversed the country without
drawing favourable comparisons between its people
and those further north or north-west. Let us not
then hastily imbibe prejudices, or judge too harshly
of those whose faults are the results of circum-
stances, over which they have no control, but whose
rude virtues, though few, are their own.
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CHAP. V.

Productive Qualities of Sindh—not estimated by its Possessors.
— Prosperity under HindG Rule. — Soil of Sindh. — Geology.
~—Dust and Ventilators to Houses —Irrigation — Methods of.
— Canals and Water-courses. — Clearing Canals. — System
of Husbandry. — Tools employed. — Preservation of Grain.—
Seasons for Crops.— Grain Productions.— Wheat.—Juwari.
—Other dry Grains.— Oil Plants. —Products of commercial
Importance.— Cotton. — Indigo. — Opium. — Sugar-cane., —
Hemp. — Tobacco. — Drugs and Dyes. — Wool. — General
Results.

WaueN nature has done much for man, we find him
little inclined to acknowledge it, and apparently
apathetic to the advantages he possesses; this is
particularly exemplified in the East, where a luxu-
rious climate induces to lassitude and inertia, and
where man’s wan