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LETTER TO LORD CHELMSFORD. 

(During the perwd of Great War 1 a War 
Con[ erence was called at Delhi by the British Diplomats 
to which Mahatma Gandhi was invited. The Mahatma 
however declmed to join the conference. of the 
reasons for his refusal to join it was that Lokamanya 
Tilak, Mrs. Annie Besant and Ali Brothers whom he 

be very powerful leaders of the were 
not invited. After a personal interview with he then 

of Gandhiji came round the 
conference. During that period the Mahatma addressed 
th.e follOtuing letter to Lord wherein he show· 
ed his willingness to support the cause of the AUies by 
manpower but regretted that he could exhort his 
councrymen for financiaL assistance as India had alread'Y 
contributed more than her due. also appealed the 
British to give definite assurances for the protection of the 
rights of Mohammedan States.) 
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Letter to Lord Chelmsford. 

write this, because love the English and 
wish to evoke in every Indian the looyalt-, of Engbshmen. 



ULTIMATUM TO LORD CHELMSFORD. 

(When the Great War 1 ·was a Turkish 
Treaty was signed at Paris, whereby Turkey was to be 
.dismembered and only Constantinople with a fringe of 
teT'ritory for defence purposes was to the Sultan. 
During rhe course of the War, Lloyd George the then 
British. Prime Minister had assured the Muslim world 
tha.t Turke, would be deprived of the Tich lands of 
Asia Minor and Thrace, and the above treaty was a 
cruel violation of these assurances and promises. The 
Mussalmans of India were therefo,·e enraged at this' twist' 
of the British diplomacy. Mahatama Gandhi at that 
time gave his full support to the Mu.~lim cause and 
advised the Mussalmans of India to withdraw their 
support from the Viceroy's Government. Protesting 
against the that had the 
Muslim sentiments he sent the following letter to Lord 
Chelmsford advising him to represent the Muslim cause 
to the and in default thereof he told the Viceroy, 
that non-co-operation was the course for the Indians.~ 



WE HAVE LOST FAITH IN BRITISH 
JUSTICE! 
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duty to the Empire, to which owe 
loyalty, requires to resist the cruel violence that 
has been done the Mussalman sentiment so far as 
I am aware. Mussalmans and Hindus have, as a 
•whole, ·lost faith in British justice and honour. 
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the fateful period of the non-co-operation 
movement of the ':fears 1920 and I9.2I Mahatma Gandhi 
addressed two soul-stirring letters to the Englishmen 
residing in India. These letters will as most important 
documents in the annals of Indian History. The coming 
generations will read these letters wzth immense interest 
and would bow their heads with reverence to the memory 
of a great soul-Mahatma Gandhi. 

these letters the Mahatma laid bare hzs sm­
cerest feelings before the Englishmen. The lines speak 
of the inestimably deep sense of love which the Mahatma 
has for humanity at large. He made it plain to every 
Englishman in India that he had no against 
div&duals. did not hate the British nation. It was 
the vicious S':JStem of British Imperialism he was fighting 
and he, in faith, invited even the Englishmen to 
hands with him the above referred fight agamsc the 
s:ystem.) 
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TO THE YOUNGMEN OF BENGAL. 

When the Non-co-operation Movement of the years 
was in full swing, India needed the services of 

her youngmen more than ever before. Congress leaders 
and Ali Brothers made a joint appeal the students to 
leave their studies and to the volunteer corps the1r 
thousands. The response from the Bengal youth was 
profoundly heartemng. other parts of Indza too stu­
dents joined the Non~co-operation Movement 
large numbers. The following appeal was addressed by 
Mahatma Gandhi to the youngmen of Bengal in January 
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(Mahatma Gandht addressed the fallowing letter 
the Duke of Connaught the first week of 

February 
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ULTIMATUM TO LORD READING 

In early when the country was agog wirh 
excitement from end to the other and the situation 
t.vas tense and explosive, Mahatma Gandhi addressed the 
following letter to the then Viceroy of India-Lo,d 
Reading. This letter was a matte1· of fact a kind 
of ultimatum to the Viceroy asking him to restore the 
elementary rights of civic life to th!! people and to free the 
press from all restrictions by a declaration 1.vithin seven 
days of the receipt of this letter or in default thereof, the 
Viceroy was warned, a huge campaign of mass 
Disobedience, on unprecedentall;y large scale would be 
launched. The Mahatma's counsel of wisdom, however. 
fell deaf ears and the Viceroy instead of reciprocating 
with toleration and goodwill started a campaign of 
repression of a still more virulent type. Follouring was 
the Mahatma's letter. 
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If 
can see your way to make the necessary declaration 
within seven days of the date of publication of this 
manifesto, I shall be prepared to advise postponement 
of Civil Disobedience of an u.ggressive character 
the imprisoned ers have, after the~r discharge, 
reviewed the whole situation and considered the 
position novo. 



(Just as Mahatma Gandhi started his mass Non-co~ 
operation Movement in the year 1922 giving a timet'J 
warnittg to Lord Readmg m the form of an atJPeal, 
sometimes termed as ultimatum similarly in March 
before embarl<.ing on hts Civzl Dzsobedience Campaign 
Gandhiji sent a letter-agam of the nature of an appeal 
and an ultimatum, combined in Irwin, the 
Viceroy of India at that time. Gandhiji wrote two letters 
to Lord lnvin,-one at the time of launching the Civil 
Disobedience Campaign and the other bel ore 
his 



The first letter 

WHY I REGARD THE BRITISH RULE 
AS A CURSE! 

Whilst therefore l hold British rule to be a curse, 
do not intend to harm a single Englishman or any 

legitimate interest he maj' have in India. 
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But if :~ou cannot see -your way to deal with these evils 
letter makes no appeal to your heart, on the 

1 rth da:~ of this month shall proceed with such 
co--wtJrkers of the Ashram as can take to disregard 

pro~isian.s of Salt laws. 
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THE SECOND LETTER. 

The following is the text of Gandhiji's second letter 
Lord Irwin drafted the eve of his arrest 

Dear 

mud Commence the March 

01~e 
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TO THE INMATES OF 
SABARMATI ASHRAM. 

Mahatma Gandhi is known to be one of th~ most 
courageous, even seditious writers who ever dared to 
challenge the mighty British Empire in India, and yet hJs 
pen has WTitten some of the sweetest letters -letters 
bubbling with love and human sympath:Y the 
"jear I930 when he was Yervada Jail the inmates of 
Yer<~ada )ait received ver'J affectionate letters from him, 
somt. of which are reproduced below 



1-TO MIRA BAl. 

pack~ 

has been found by the friends and posted 
the Jail. 
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General Letter to all the Inmates. 

Dat~s 



Ill-TO "BA" (KASTURBA GANDHI) 

~i$ters 
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pleasure~ 

To his son De"adas, he wrote 



TO LAK.SHMI (THE LITTLE UNTOUCH­
ABLE ADOPTED DAUGHTER OF GANDHIJI) 

AND OTHER LITTLE CHILDREN. 



CORRESPONDENCE WITH 

LORD WILLINGDON. 

In the "jear 1931 when the relations between the 
and British Government were straitened to 

a rather 'dangerous' extent, a queer situation arose. 
Gandhiji was scheduled see the Viceroy- Lord 
Willingdon to discuss with him the politicaL situation of 
the country with a view to arrive at some solution of the 
impasse. Parallel to the extension of invitation to 
Gandhiji, the Viceroy started a campaign of shooting in the 
Frontiera.ndarrestsinother parts of India. Gandhiji sent 
a wire to the Viceroy asking whether' friendly relations 
between u.s are close whether you expect me to see you'. 
His Excellency sent a reply that he was willing to see 
him but he was not prepared to discuss anything with 
regard any of the repressive measures'. also held 
Ga1tdhiji responsible [OT various measures of lawlessness. 

this Gandhiii issued the following on 



NOT YET TOO LATE. 
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Letters to Lord Willingdon. First Rejoinder. 
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MAHATMA GANDHI'S 

SECNOD REJOINDER. 

As a retaliatory measure to Government's rePreS$/tJe 
polic'Y on December 1931 the Congress Working 
Committu under the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi 
passed a resolution involving the general revival of the 
Civil Disobedience The then Viceroy of India 
in a telegram warned the Mahatma that the Government 
would hold him and the Congress responsible for an;y 
untoward consequences which might ensue and aJso 
apprised him of lhe determination of the Government 
to suppress the movement by all possible means. To 
that telegram the Mahatma issued the following 
'!ejoinder;-
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Letters to Willingdon. Second Rejoinder. 

Time alone will show whose position was justified. 



TO THE NATION. 

In )anutlr'J the political situation in India 
was tense and explosive. The country was bubbling 
with enthusiasm of unprecedented intensity and people 

bent upon casttng away the 'JOke of slaver'J by hook 
or b, crook. The Congress had alread, passed a resolu-­
tion int~olving the resumption. of Civil Disobedience 

and on the other hand, the British Govern­
were bent upon suppressing the upheavals b1 all pos­

$ible means, and had alreacl:y apprised the Mahatma 
of their intentions through a telegram. At that critical 
period Mahatma following 
.the Nation :-
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In the following letter dated March 
4ddressed to Sir Samuel Hoare, Mahatma Gandhi 
informed His Majesty's Government that the event of 

creating separate electorates for the Depressed 
Classes, he (the Mahatma) would fast unto death. 



~ave 
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TO RAMSAY MACDONALD. 

(Gandhiji's letter dated August from 
Yerwada ]ail addressed to the then Prime Minister of 

England Mr. Ramsay 
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TO Mr. M. A. JINNAH. 

In the year a serious attempt was made by 
!' the Congress Leaders to come to an understanding with 

Mr. ]innah, President of the Muslim League of India 
with a view to bring about unity between the twoorganiza~ 
tions-the League and the Congress-and to solve the 
Hindu-Muslim tangle. Mr. ]innalt. however insisted that 
an essential precondztion to any agreement between the 
two organizations was ~he recognition by the Congress 
that the Muslim League 1.t!~,.Uhe ~k B:v.iliqr.ztg,~ and 
,epresentative political orgamzation of the Muslims of 
lndia. The talks ended in smol<e. In the course of 
these talks Mahatma Gandhi wrote the following letter to 

Jinnah: 



·~· 



Jinnah. 

~ p~~~Jl ~as_ .4.esla:r?t~op. 

.ero~~.h~.t.i§. .nw.t~[.pf 

M. 



TO GENERALISSIMO CHIANG KAI SHECK. 

is text a personal letter tvritten by 
Mahatma Gandhi to Marshal Chiang Kai Sheck, the 
Chinese Generalissimo the eve of the meeting of the 
All-India Congress Committee at Bombay in August 1942 
-the fateful da:Ys when India's second violent struggle 
against foreign rule started. In this letter Gandhijt 

a desire for unity between two great 
countries the and China. The MahatMa 
assured General Chiang Kai Sheck we want to prevent 

every wa;J Japanese aggression and made it clear him 
that India's fight against the repressive foreign Govern~ 
ment would be governed by the consideration that it 
should not injure China." Whereas Gandhiji apPreciated 
Chinese heroism against Japanese asked 
for China's moral support for India's 



A FREE INDIA AND A FREE CtiiNA. 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA. 

the following letter addressed to Americans ar1d 
written on Asust sometime be/ore the fateful 
August Disturbances started, Gandhiji asked the in­
habitants of America to be misled by the vilifying pro­
paganda of B,·itain against Indian national leaders 
including himself. in due humility called upon them ro 
sift the tTutlt from the chaff an,!L to give_moral subbmt 
India's demand for 
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LETTER. 

During tht~ course the politlcal upheavals of 
August, in lndia, Mahatma Gandhi wrote some 
letters to the then Vkeroy of India, Lord Linlithgow. 
The Government in their propaganda campaigns within 
as weU as outside the country laid the entire responsibility 
for August Disturbances upon Congress Leaders, whereas 
the national circle were unanimous in declaring that the 
crisis t.vas precipitated the repressive policy of the 
Got~ernment. The entire country from one end to the 
other was aflame with unprecedented mob fury, and ir: 
appeared as if the Indian had once for all decided 
to do die·. The Government on their part were bent 
upon crushing the movement hook by crook. It was 
in such a SOTT"J state of affairs that Gandhiji addressed 
the following letter Lord Lmlithgow, wherein he 
criticb;ed the. resolution on 
point b:~ point. While the disturbances deplored as 
an unfortunate lapse from tradition of non·t~iolence set 

the countr:y the Congress there was no disposition 
them as having been planned by the Congress 
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;r o Lord Linlithgow. 

DECISION TO FAST. 

(Whereas Gandhiji m his letters defended the 
stand Linlithgow~ the Vicero:y 

hold Congress responsible for the August rebellion. 
A vigorous anti-Congress, anti-IndJan campaign was 
launched in Foreign countries and a ruthless repression 
let loose on Indian 'rebels'. Oandhiji was pained at the 
sight of such a tyrannical poltcy of the Government. He 
therefore decided to on fast and sent the following 
letter the Viceroy.) 
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TO LORD LlNLlTHGOW. 

reply from the Vtceroy to Gand1t.ijz's int&ma­
rwn fast was only responsive but also threatening. 

went to the Length of describmg Gandhijz's decision to 

Fast as 'political blackmazling Oandhiji addressed the 
following last letter the 
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