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FOREWORD

The need of & suitable introductory treatise on the
city of Karachi and its environ: has veen keenly felt for
a long time and, with the permanent establishient of the
Government of Pakistan iu the eitv, this nced has become
greater than ever before. In 1416, the present author
published an exhaustive study of the Karachi arca, entitled
“ Geology and Geography of Karachi and its Neigh-
bourhood > in two Parts. Owing to the difficulties of
printing and publishing hooks at the time, only a limited
number of copies of it wag issacd wad the publication is
now out of print. Before a sccond cdition of it can be
prepared, it is hoped that this lit.le boyk will help persons
interested in the city, particularly students and tourists.

Though haphazardly extended on almost every side
from time to time, the citv 15 attractive and well worth
visiting. It is beautiful, if not grind ; habitable, if not
quite healthy ; and growing, if not industrially yet.
Ifit is to be the worthy eapital of the Dominion of
Pakistan, it needs a Master Plan reminiscent of its oriental
character, its brief but brillisnt past and its great future,
Such a plan has been already indicated by the author in
his Karachi monograph. Although only a century old,
the present city has decidedly outgrown its limits. lts
water supply as well as its drainage system is far from
satisfactory. . In spiteof the fact that Karachi now enjoys
a much higher status than before and has a "dignity of its
own as the proud capital of Pakistan, its destiny is closely
linked with that of its parent province of Sind. Sind’s
prosperity is XKarachi’s prosperity no doubt. To this
very book, therefore, a brief chapter on Sind has been
added towards the end, particularly for the benefit of those
who wish to explore the hinterland and who want to help
in national planning work in the province.

The sucocess of such a book depends upon the co-opera-
tion of the readers. Everyday some new changes are
taking place in the city. 'The author is conscious that
even before this book is out, some information or the other
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will be out of date or lacking in its contents. If there-
fore, the readers notice in this publication any such infor-
mation, any mis-statements, omissions or changes that
have taken place, they will render not only « great help to
the author but also a real service to the city, by inform-
ing him about the same.

There can be very little originality in a work of this
kind. In fact it is a compilation with some reflexions
here and there. The author is indebted to the Govern-
ment reports and publications, particularly the year books
and the Census Reports of Karachi. He has found ¢ The
Karachi Handbook and Directory for 1927 28, edited by
Sir Montagu de Webb and published by the Daily Gazette
Press, Ltd., very useful and instruective; but, unfortu-
nately the subsequent issues of the Directory are not to
bo found. Personal enquiries and experiences have also
helped the author to make this hand-book as up-to-date
as possible.

"JaMsHEDI NAOROZ, M. B, P.

21st March 1949.



CONTENTS
Foreword
CHAPTER T.

Introducing the City

Karachi at & glonce
CHAPYER 11

Approsch to Karachi ..

1. By Air
2. By Sea £ -
3. By Land

CHAPYTBR IIT

Haustorical Background....
The Pre-Arab Period
Arab Influence -
Contribution of the British
A Hundred Years with Bombay
Karachi as the Capital of Pakistan

CHAPTER 1V

The Environment of Karacht
Physical Features and Geology
Heigh#s of Landmarks .
Natural Drainage ....

Climate
The Biological Environment

( vii )

Page.

w

O 0O,

1z
12
14
15
16
17

18
18
19
20
20
22



( viii )

CHAPTER ¥
Page.
Water Works and Drainage System .. 24
" The Dumlotte System .. 24
Artesian Conditions e 26
The Indus Scheme .... . . 27
Further Development Needed .. .. 28
The Shone Systemn of Dramage... .. 28
CHAPTER VI
The Peoples of Karachi and Their Quarters ... 30
Contributions of the Communities ... 30
The Hindus wee. 30
The Parsees e 31
T'he Christians ... .. 32
Other Minority Communities e 32
The Muslims .. 32
The Refugees ... wee 33
Process of Rehabilitation e 35
Public Health .. 37
Administration of Karachi e 37
Wards and Road Connections .... . 37
Composition of the Secretariat wee 38
CHAPTER VII
Moral and Material Progress of the City v 40
‘1. Memorwals and Monuments ... .. 41
Napier’s Monument e 41
'The Victoria and Edward Memorials .. 42

Her Magesty s 22nd Regimental Monu-
ment . 42



(ix )

Page.
50th Rifles Graves 42
The Baluch Memorial Cenatoph ... 43
Wear Trophies ... .. 43
War Memorial Tablet 43
The Edulji Dinshaw Statue e 44
The Nadirshaw Edulji Statue e 44
The Mahatma Gandhi Statue .. 45
2. Places of Public Utility and Interest 45
Jehangir Kothari Parade and Ladv
Lloyd Pier ... A ... 45
Pakistan Parliament House 46
Chief Court of Sind 46
Frere Hall 47
Empress Varket 47
Ghulam Hussain Khalakdma Hall 47
Municipal Corporation Building e 4R
Max Denso Hall : 48
Karachi Chamber of Lommerce 48
Central Post and Telegraph Office ... 48
Imperial Bank of India ... e 49
Hindustan Safe  Deposit  Company

Building . 49
The Cottotn Exchange 49
Indian Merchants’ Association Bulldmg 49
Laxmi Building 49
Customs House 49
Port Trust Building (Port of Kamohl) 49
Mansfield Import Yard 50
McHinch Seamen’s Rest 50
Keamari Harbour and Docks 50
Radio Pakistan 51



(x)

Governor-General’s House
Sind Governor’s House
Drinking Water Troughs ....

Karachi Electric Supply Cor polatlon

W. V. 8. Thrift Shop
Napier Barracks
Katrak Hall and Library

Temple, Currie and Sydenham
BEYvoirs

The District Jail

3. Religious Places ....
(i) Christian Churches

T'he Trinity Church
St. Patrick’s Church ...
C. M. 8. Church .
Scottish Kirk of St. »\nduwa
Methodist Ipiscopal Church
St. Paul’s Church

(ii) Parsec Zoroastrian Temples
Hirjikaka Dar-i-Meher
Garikhata Dar-i-Meher

(iii) Hindu Temples

(iv) Muslim Mosques
Adam Masjid
Kasai Masjid
Memon Masjid ..
Bhimpura Bukhari Mosque
Tdgah Maidan
Keamari and Manora Mosque:
Quaid-i-Azam's Grave....

Re-

(L)

R
S SIS &S

]
c



Cx)

Page.
Hidayatullah’s Grave vee BT
Chhuttani Masjid e.. B7
(v) Thecosophical Society’s Hall 58
4. Institutions of Education . .. B8
(3) University of Sind e BY
(i) Colleges 60
D. J. Sind Government College ... 60

N. E. D. Government F‘ngmeermg
College ... 61
I.aw and Commerce Co]leves 61
Sind Muslim College .... 61
Islamia Ccllege 62
Dow Medical College .... 62
Pir Tllahi Bakhsh Training College 62
Karachi Geographical Socicty ... 62
College Students’ Hostels .. 63
(1i1) Schools . . €3
C M. S. High School ... 63
Karachi Grammar School ... 63
N. J. V. High School . 64

B. V. 8. Parsi H1gh bchool
(Technical) 64
St. Joseph’s Convent ngh School 65
St. Patrick’s High Scheol ... 65
Sind Madressah-tul-Islam ... 65
Mama Parsi Girls’ High School ... 66
Karachi Academy . 66
Ott er Schools ... 66

Ida Rieu School for bhe Blind ... 66



{ xii )

Page.
Church of England Zenana (C.E.Z.)
Mission Schools ... 67
5. Hospitals and Dispensaries 67
The Civil Hospital e 67
Military Hospitals .. 87
Jinnah Central Hospital ... ... ©8
Lady Dufferin Hospital ... ... 68
G. M. M. Eye Hospital ... . 68
R. C. Veterinary Dispensary v 68
Red Cross and St. John’s Ambulance
Brigade Building .. 08
S. C. Maternity Home ... ... 68
Hiranand Leper Agylum ... .. 68
Ojha T. B. Sanatorium  .... .. 69
6 Recreational Cenires ... 69
Karachi Gymkhana . 69
Karachi Club .... 70
Golf Club ... 170
Karachi Parsi Institute ... e 70
Hindu Gymkhana w70
Sir A. H. Muslim vakhana e 71
Karachi Boat Club R |
Goan Gymkhana 71
Y.M.C. A 71
Y. W.C A, .. e 71
Y MZ A .. e 71
M. M. A. 71

. W. R. Tra.fhc Inst:tute 72



( xiii )

Sind Club

British Union Jack Club

Pakistan Union Jack Club

Pakistan National Guards. ..
Pakistan Women’s National Guards ...
Boy Scout and Girl Guide Headquarters
U.0.7T.C

Burns Garden .,

Mahatma Gandhi Gar den

Arambaugh e
Mackenzie Pavilion and Playgrounds ...

7 Industrial and Commercial Centres

Nature of Ccmmercial Transactions
in Karachi. .

Industrial Tradmg Lstate
Other Karachi Industries _,

8. Last Resting Places

Hindu Cremation Grounds
Christian Cemeteries
Muslim Graveyards .
Parsec Towers of Silence ...

CHAPTER VII1

Greater Karacht

The Satellite Scheme
Greater Karachi Plan
The Existing Suburbs
1. Keamari
2. Manora

Page.
72
72
72
72
72
72
73
73
73
74
74

74

75
78
79

80

80
80
80
80

8.

81
§2
84

85



! xiv )

‘ Page.
3. Muauripur wee 86
4. Mangho Pir ... wee 86
6. Drigh Road ... ... 87
6. Malir .. 88
7. Landhi ... 88
8. Korangi Creek ... 88
9. Ibrahim Hydari .. 89
10. Ghizri ... 89
11. Clifton .. 89
CHAPTER IX
Karachi’s Hinterland—Sind .. 9
Sind a Lodestone for Centuries e 92
Sind “ An Unhappy Valley 7 ... . 92
The Arab Conquest of Sind ... ... 93
The British Conquest of Arid Sind 94
The Sukkur Barrage -The El Doratlo of
Sind ... . e 91
Safety of the Barrage - .. 95
Economic Revolution after the Banagc . 07
Financial Aspects of Separatcd Sind . 99
Post-War Sind ks 100
Rural Reconstruction and Country Planning 100
Scope for Colonisation in Sind ... ... 102
Post-Partition Days . 103
Potential Wealth of Sind .. 104
1. Mineral Resources ... 104
2. Fishery .. 105
2. Medicinal Plants we. 108
4. Potential Spas wiooo- w108

5. Water Resources . 106



( xv)

Page.

6. Communication Lines ... 106

7. Industrialisation - ..o 107

Future Progress of Sind ... 108
CHAPTER X

The Future of Karachi ... 110

Making of an Ideal City v 112
APPENDIX T

Miscellaneous Information .. 116

1. The National Flag ... 116

2. Pakistan Currency v 116

3. Foreign Exchange and Equivalence .. 116
4. Max. and Min. Temperatures, Range of
Temperature and Rainfall at Karachi

(Manora) e 117
5. Wind System ... we. 118
6. A Bibliography of Karacln and Sind ... 118

APPENDIX II

1tineraries of Karachi... . 120
1. Karachi in One Day .. 120
2, Karachi in Three Days .. 121



( xvi )
PLATES TO ACCOMPANY

Frontispiece : The Lloyd (Sukkur) Barrage : View at
Sunset time.

I. Map of Greater XKarachi, showing the Scheme
of Satellites, etc. (Inset : Mascall’'s Sketch
Map of Karachi Harbour 1774).

II. Road Map of Karachi, showing Streets, Roads,
and the Bus and Tram Routes.

I11. Aerial Photograph, showing the Keamari Har-
bour, West Wharf, and a portion of the City.

IV. Photograph, showing the Manora Breakwaters.

V. Map of Western Sind, showing Ground Contours,
Hot Springs, Drainage Channels, Lines of
Communications, etc.

(Inset : Khadeji Waterfalls).

VI. 1 to 15 Photographs showing Well-known Places
and Phases of Karachi Life and Environ-
ment.



PAKISTAN

National Highways, Motorways &
Strategic Roads

Motorway (Operational)
Motorway (Under canstruction)
National Highway

Expressway

1144

Strategic Road

Provincial Boundary

& National Capital
[} Major City
o City / Town

‘@Khunjrab Pass

China

. Gilgit
Ch.‘”a‘ L ﬁ
hwazakholy i Skardu
oi »
om ‘©Besham 2
N-15 2
Mansehrd@ b
N-45 Mzaffarabad
O Torkhar 'S S-2°.
r‘}"b oD e OFohafa
. / 4 .

Peshajuay Ipmdl ‘B» MI(BAD

?\
ﬂ\Qg kohat O—_~B B
g s Mm o

8annu
o Winﬁharl
Gulranwaa
Pindi
'Q,ghattian

Dgra Ismail Khan aga(h) re
. aisalabag

0 ]
Zhob Q
IN-55) Jhang
Qkara

Qila saifullah

Mastung
Taftan © 8ahawalpur
) N-55)
Dalbandin ONUtta‘
o 3
.Eurab \ Rahim Yar khan
Qjacobabad g™ lndla
““"”3. ghuzdsr o
Olarkana,
N-5
Pan)gur .
A ¢ .]%l—.ll- 1]—"‘Ih
- L’
- Qeels s
Turbatgy, () \ghiaa
N-55)
Yl M7
o N-10, 4
Pasni @ o= = a1 yderabad
5V «ort
M-10;
iH
Karachi O atta

Arabian Sea



CHAPTER |
INTRODUCING THE CITY

Karachi is now the capital city of the young Dominion
of Pakistan. It has been the * Glory of the East >, the
 Liverpool of India and Pakistan ” and the ¢ Croydon
of the East ”. It rose to be the first Air Port and
the third Sea Port of the undivided India within
a brief period of 100 years, having been established
by Sir Charles Napier in 1843. 1t is a queenly city,
grown to be Sind’s metropolis amidst the innumerable and
unstable villages in the province, the only other city
worth the name being Hyderabad, the old capital of
the Sindhi Mirs, No other city in India or Pakistan
has had such a brief history but at the same time
such a rapid rise and such an extraordinary growth.

A mere fishing village, it grew at first, in the days
of its Hindu traders, to be a town of “low mud
hovels and tall mud houses with flat mud roofs ”’,
mud being plentifully found in the adjoining Lyari
valley ; then during the last four decades it had quite
a phenomenal growth with over 600%, rise in popu-
lation. The census of 1941 disclosed its strength to
be 3,86,6556 and just before the Partition in August
1947, it boasted of thousands of palatial, buildings and
a population of nearly 425,000 which, due to the influx
of the refugees and others from the sister Dominion,
is now said to have increased to almost 1,000,000
people, with a very solid Muslim majority. As the
capital of Sind it covered in its extended form an area
of nearly 72 square miles as far as Mauripur on the west,
the trans-Lyari quarters on the north-west, a few
scattered hills on the north and north-east, the dry
Malir river valley on the east and the south-east and
the Manora lsland, Oyster Rocks and the Clifton and
Ghizri Beach on the south. With the establishment
of the capital of Pakistan in the city, it has been
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contemplated to build Greater Karachi, a metropolis
enormously exvended to cover an area of over 20,000
acres, so that there fiay he established in this locality
a capital city, worthy of the world’s largest Muslim
State.

Karachi owes its greatness to its uniqus location at
the extreme west-end of the Indus delta (latitude 24°51/
north and longitude 67°4' east) and its most favourable
geographical situation as a centre of three great con-
tinents, REurope, Africa and Asia, -some 200 miles
nearcr to Southampton and 400 miles nearer to Croydon
than the city of Bombay, besides commanding the
Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean. 1t is actually 4,903
miles distant from the air-fields of Croydon and 9,792
miles from the city of New York, by air, taking hardly 24
and 4% flying hours, respectively, by the direct routes.

Among its many attractions may be mentioned the
following :

There is a harbour, partly artificial and partiy natural,
and protected by the solid rock of Manora at the very
mouth of the Lyari. It hasa vast and rich hinterland,
covering not only the whole of the Indus Valley but
also parts of the neighbouring Iran plateau. It took
the British engineers some 60 years to build the harbour
and to have Karachi declared as a first-class port in 1907.
Before the last World War the sea-borne trade was nearly
52 crores of rupees. The import and export trade of
Karachi exceeds 22 la’ Us of tons at present, while the un-
loaded and off-loaded air mails come to over 100,000 lbs.

Although it lies on the outskirts of th+» Thar desert
on the one side and the -dry parts of Baluchistan and
Makran on the other, it has an equable climate through-
out the year, due to the influence of the sea and the
south-west monsoon and in spite of very scanty and
variable rainfall, the eastern and western depressions
causing cyclonic storms and the frequently varying weather
conditions during the year.
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It has a very wide scope for expansion almost on
every side, except towards the sea coast in the south,
go that it gives an excellent opportunity to the city’s
town-planners to provide for zonal planning with several
satellite towns around the parent city.

In spite of the province being largely Muslim in
character, Karachi has all along been one of the most
cosmopolitan cities in the East. According to the last
census, it had actually a Hindu majority of population.
With the influx of the refugees a new impetus has been
given to the city’s growth and culture.

Most of the Karachi-ites, both new and old, are
«engaged in trade and business, which the harbour and the
hinterland richly afford. Itis a pointer to an all-Pakis-
tan civilisation, so urgently needed in our country today.
It is expected that from the eclash of various cultures,
“‘which have now gathered together afier the Partition of
India, Karachi will rise higher and higher. With its
door opened widely towards the sea, the world’s men ant
materials can still go on entering. Thus it is likely to
ﬁmain fresh and rejuvenated for all future times.

KARACHI AT A GLANCE

The accompiuying map of Karachi will help the
Jisitors to sce the city ata glance anl to keep their
earings in some of its crowded parts. The two dry river
ds, one ‘on the lefv and the other on ‘the right, are the
most promin:nt landmarks. The city is actually sand-
®viched between thoem. The area shaded dark marks the
cantonment limits with the Keamari harbour to its ex-
tréme south-west, while some of the well laid-out and
'fashionable parts of the city are in the Civil Lines and
Saddar Bazar, in which areas English is spoken side by side
with Urdu. Most of the new Colonies are established like a
ribbon growth on both sides of the Bundar Road, which is
the most important and busiest thoroughfare in Karachi.
Other main roads lead the visitors to the suburbs and
satellites, forming the frame-work of Greater Karachi,
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which is now in the making. The fringes of hilly Kohis-
tan just touch Karachi in the north, which circumstance
has helped the city with the building materials, stone
quarries, water works, high level reservoirs and other
sites. A vast open space is noticeable towards the north-
east of the city so that there is good scope for expanding
the city particularly in thig direction.



CHAPTER |l
APPROACH TO KARACHI

Karachi’s beauty is not only in its inherent natural
features but also in the approach to it from different
directions. Modern scientific transport has enabled the
people to travel here by air, sea and land quickly and
conveniently. In all these three ways the journey to
Karachi is not only pleasant but also instruective.

1. By Ar

The approach to the city by air is exceptionally at-
tractive on account of the blue sky, the clear visibility, the
favourable wind directions, the extensive landing grounds
and the absence of any natural barriers. These circum-
stances enable the passengers to see the city from a distance
of many miles. The route is easy to operate and the landing
1s facilitated by the most suitable runways, dry grounds
and enormous open fields. While passing through Karachi,
aeroplanes from the west to the east follow the old caravan
routes across the continent of Asia.

A visitor to Karachi arriving from the south by air and
flying at alow height can easily discern on his extreme right
the exceptionally low and irregular coastal line forming the
growing delta of the (classic Indus river. 'Passengers by
aeroplane arriving from the West along the Makran coast
will see other beauties of the vast Baluchistan plateau,
sandy river beds and some mud volcanoes, until thev reach
the only perennial river Hab, which marks the boundary
between Makran and Sind. A few creeks and small bays
are noticed on this side. As the plane moves northwards,
and eastwards, small gulfs and shallow mangrove swamps
with the waterless bed of the Malir are found. A few flat-
topped hills, which were once sea-girt islands, are noticeable
towards the right, while, towards the left, the smaller river,

Lyari opens its mouth into the Keamari harbour, where the
vsitor can find one of the busiest ports in the world. In
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t he centre, the congested heart of the city, the Old Town,
looks like a tiny living spot amidst the vast expanse of
space. Then the more modern and well-planned quarters.
of Saddar Bazar, the Civil Lines and the Cantonment area.
ure seen. Towards the north-east and beyond the conges-
ted Lyari quarters a few arterial roads, especially the
10-mile long Bundar Road and its Extension are marked.
In the same direction, as the flight continues, there can
be discerned a strange ribbon-like growth of the numerous
colonies on the left and some barren and rocky outcrops
on the right with the most prominent Exhibition Hill,
now containing the last remains of the architect and first.
Governor-General of Pakistan.

Seen from the air the city appears to be a hybrid, due
to its irregular labyrinths, its ecrowded hovels and
godowns in the heart of the city and a properly oriented
new town with rectangular blocks on wide roads and
gsome of the public and private buildings of Saddar
Bazar and Civil Lines. The visitor can also discern from
the air some of the most massive stone structures, viz., the
Kothari Parade and Lady Lloyd Pier at Clifton, and the
Governor-General’s House, the Consembly Buildings, the
High Court and Municipal Buildings in the middle of the
city. Far in the distance can be marked the Mauripur
Air Port and the General Headquarters of the R. P. A. F.
on one side and the Drigh Road Halt Station on the other.
At the West Wharf Marine Air Port and also at Korangt
Creek, beyond the Malir river towards the east, passengers
travelling by sea planes can land safely.

Karachi is exceptionally lucky in its expansion of
these air ports during recent years. Passengers and goods
to and from all parts of the world are handled here.
Easily can it be styled the “ Crew of the Skyways™, as a
powerful impetus was received by it during the air opera-
tions of the last World War. During 1945 actually,
geveral lakhs of pounds of freight and some 5,000 passen-
%ers were handled per month. But these figures are only

ractions of those of the present day. About 500 day
and 500 night landings are made in Karachi nowadays.
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Thousands of passengers and nearly a lakh of pounds
of freight are dealt with monthly even now. The
B. 0. A. C., Pan-American Airways, Air France, K. L. M.,
Iranian and Iraqi Airways and other companies use our
airport. Two more Pakistani Airlines, the Orient Airways
and the Pak Air are to start operationson the Indo-Pakistan
and foreign routes soon.  With the fastest machines now
operating, the distance between Karachi and London
can bhe covered in 24 hours, non-stop, This is a great
achievement of the flying world. Not to and from one
country but several countries the traffic is going on.
European and American tourists, officials from almost
all countries and businessmen from far-off centres gather
here almost every day. Among the facilities provided
at the Air-pert are a Radar Homing Aid Device, a Radio
Range and Beacons, a restaurant and hotel, a quarantine
and isolation hospital, and an air cinema. Karachi’s
very location is so fortunate that it has become a most
natural geographical centre of almost all world air routes.
Thus Karachi and Pakistan are becoming gradually a
centre of the flying world. A writer in the Illustrated
Weekly of India some time ago has put it beautifully :
‘*“ Where once camels roamed and kites hovered undis-
turbed over mud and sand wastes of Sind desert’s eoastal
strip, is now the busiest air port in the world. Karachi,
ancient gateway to India from the Arabian Sea, is now
the cross-roads of the skies. The hundreds of tarmacadam
acres of its three aerodromes and the sheltered waters
of a dockland creek hourly carpet the arrival and depar-
ure of land and sea planes tlying to the four corners of
tthe earth.”

2. By Ska

The journey by sea towards Karachi is equally
interesting, though not so thrilling as by air. Although
the whole Sind coast is uninviting on account of the
unstable delta land, the solid rock of Manora has given
the Karachi harbour a more orless permmanent security,
Ocean-going steamers from foreign countries and coasting
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steamers from India and the Persian Gulf find their
berths here. Numerous native jetties also arrive here from
Indian ports such as those of Calcutta, Madras, Bombay,
Cutch and Kathiawar.  These tiny native boats still
persist in spite of the large steamers belonging to differ-
ent nationalities, so lucrative is the coastal trade. The
Scindia Steam Navigation Co., Bombay Persian Steam
Navigation Co., Asiatic Steam Navigation Co.,and P. & O.,
City and Hall Lines, all have their bee-hives here.

Here, too, the arrival at the port of Karachi is
attractive. Due to low levels of the Karachi city, hardly
exceeding 50 feet above sea level, the city is not quite visible
even by day as the steamer approaches, but the passen-
gers can catch a glimpse of the Cape Monze and the Hab
and Mangho Pir hills easily in the distance. The night
arrival is particularly attractive by the flash lights of
the Manora and Cape Monze lighthouses, which can be seen
from even a distance of 70 miles, weather permitting.
Here is found a wide semi-circular harbour, with a lagoon
in the centre. As the ship doubles the Manora point, the
Keamari docks are found on the right and the West Wharf
with the Sandspit and the Baba and Bhit islands on the
left. During thelast 60 years and more, much has been
done by the Karachi Port Trust for the betterment of the
harbour. The numerous docks, the Napier Mole, the
Keamari Groyne, the East Pier, the Chinna Creek, the
Manora Break-waters, the West Wharf and the Marine
Air Port, etc., have helped to make Keamari a first-class
harbour. A dry dock. both for the Navy and the Mercan-
tile Marine, has been projected. Both the World Wars have
stimulated the development of Keamari during the present
century. Enormous reclamation work has been done and
several square miles of land have been reclaimed from the
mangrove swamps surrounding the harbour, by means of
intense dredging and dumping of the matericl into the
swamps. The Lido is also rapidly converted into a port of
flying boats both for the Royal Pakistan Airways and fop
civil aviation. Thus Keamari can be called a doubly ag-
vantageous haven and a prosperous port. The total tonnage
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of overseas trade at the Karachi harbour was nearly
3 million tons and fetched an income of Rs, 107 crores
with a daily average of 7,800 tons in 1944 for the city.
The pre-war average of the total export trade of Karachi
was only 48 crores of rupees. The coming of the Pakistan
Government into this new capital is a happy augury for
the future of this lucky harbour. A number of shipping
companies, European, Indiun and Pakistani, have been
estublished for services to Europe, U. 8. A. and the Middle
East. The Muhammadi Steamship Co. has started both a
passenger and a cargo service from Karachi to Chittagong.

The sea routes to Karachi are from the African and
Arabian ports, through the Persian Gulf; and those of
Europe, through the Suez Canal, via Aden. Others arefrom
Chinaand Japan, via Colombo. Coastal steamers ply weekly
between Karachi and the Indian ports. During the
monsoon period, i.e., from May to August, the coastal trade
is held up for a while due to the onslaught of the monsoon,
when the sea is very rough and storms are frequent. There
is a good smooth coastal sailing thereafter during the winter
season. On the whole, tl e sea journey to Karachi from
far and near is pleasant, instructive and profitable.

3. By Laxnp

The journey by land to the capital of Pakistan, also
instructive and profitable, is not so delightful. - Being on
the fringe of the desert, dust and glare are the greatest nui-
sance. There is always a scarcity of fresh water on the
routes. After the successful operation of the Sukkur
Barrage the railway journeys in some parts of the Indus
Valley have become delightful, the desert having grown
into a garden and for many miles the green fields of Sind
afford some joy in an otherwise dull and troublesome
journey. Motorable roads to Karachi from outside are
practically non-existent. In fact, there are few trunk
roads in Sind. The Arab trade routes from the West did
exist for centuries and through some of*the mountain
passes such as the Bolan, Gomal, Tochi, etc., in the Kirthar



10 AN INTRODUCTION TO KARACHIX

range, men and materials moved into the province. The
Arab hordes under Mohammad-bin-Kassim also used the
Makran route through Las Bela to give battle to the Hindu
King cf Alor, but they found no roads worth the name and
had to cross and re-cross the river by improvising boat
bridges. Today the Kotri and Sukkur railway bridges are
the only important ones. Karachi is served by a singular
railway,—the North Western Railway, from Peshawar to
Karechi; Lahore to Karachi, Duzdab (Zahidan) to Quetta
and Karachi. The Jodhpur Railway passes through the
desert and joins the N. W. R. a¢ Hyderabad, thus con-
necting Sind with Rajpatana, Gujarat and Bombay with
Karachi via Ahmedabad and Marwar. There is no direct
railway to thesc purts of India. The only link between
Delhi and Karachi now is by the Rajputana Malwa Rail-
way via Bhatinda and across the Indo-Pakistan border
and the frontier regulations control the link between Lahore
and Amritsar. Thus hardly a couple of mail trains arrive
at Karachi during the day.

Traders from Afghanistan via Peshawar and Chaman,
from Baluchistan via Quetta and Sibi, from Central Asia
and Kashmir viec Murree and Rawalpindi and from Iran
via Duzdab (Zahidan), Nushki and Quetts also find a
lucrative trade here.

Most of the railway journeys in the Indus valley can
be cempleted within 24 hours and the arrival at Karachi
is heralded by the appcarance of the gigantic air-ship
shed and hangars ' f Drigh Road and the top masts of the
wireless installation of the Karachi Cantonment from a
distance. Passengers for the business quarters of Karachi
alight at the City Station about 3 miles further, while,
others find the Cantonment Station quite convenient.

By road, the journey from Karachi can be undertaken
via Gharo, Tatta, Jhirak, Kotri, Laki, Dadu, Larkana,
Shikarpur and Kashmore, via Thano Bola Khan, Dadu
Nasirabad, Shahdadkot, Jacobabad and Kashmore, via
Hyderabad, Badin and €utch and vie Hyderabad, Nawab-
shah, Kandiaro and Multan.

* * *
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Whether one arrives by air, sea or land, one seesin
Karachi a transit city, into which goods come and from
which goods go, a veritable commercial city, a busy buz-
zing centre represented by the main road from Keamari
to Bundar Road (Mahatma Gandhi and Mohammad Ali
Jinnah Roads), The Old Town in the heart of the city is
the marketing centre, while the chiet residential parts are
found in Saddar Bazar and Civil Lines. There are a few
other fashionable quarters as well, e.g., Staff Lines, Frere
Town and the New Muslim Colony. Cultural zones are
extended also in some of the colonies of the Bundar Road
Extension eg. New Town. ‘l'here is practically no
industrial township as yet established and no hill-station
worthy of a capital like Karachi, except the sea-side resort
of Clifton.

Life is expensive now-a-days but there are first-class
hotels in Karachi both on the sea side and in the faushion-
ble quarters for the passengers to choose from. For the
greater part of the year the weather is cool and temperate
but warm clothing is needed during the winter months of
December, January and February. No umbrellas and
rainproofs are required, as it rains hardly for a couple of
days at a time during the year.





