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S Y N 0 P S I s. 

Problem:- "Tenancy and Tenant Farming in Simi." 

Problem stated:- There are two types of TenQn�e in Sind, (a) 

Maurasi (hereditary) tenants ani (b) Tenants-at-will. The 

former class is practically negligible and enjoys as much 

security of tenure as owners and particularly now no case of 

eviction or harrassment can be found after passing the Jagir

ciari act which makes the Jagirdar entitled only to the amount 

equal to the land revenue prevailent in that locality.· 

The other class that is Tenants-at-will can be and 

are evicted at any time. The only provision for them is sec

tion 84 of Land.Revenue Code 1879, where by they are expected 

to be given a notice of three months in writing by landlord 

before the end of one cultivating season - 3lst March. But tbis 

is seldom practised. However there is a local custom where if 

a tenant-at-will or Harl as he is locally called is evicted 

in the middle of a cultivating season wh en hi.a crop is standing, 

for any alleged misbehaviour, he gets the award by "Amina" 

(Arbitrators) which is much less than the actual. He never 

gets any thing for the preparation of the land if evicted. 

Mostly Hari does not get same land for cultivation 

when the rotation comes so that he may not claim any occupancy 

rights latter. 

Excepting very rare cases there are no written 

agreements, and in case any dispute goes to a court the award 

is invariably in favour of Zamindar. 



(ii) 

Problem study:- 70$ of the land in Barrage zone and 501' in the 

non-Barrage zone is held by 16 ana 5» of Kbatedara respectively. 

rt is being cultivated by Haris. - Tenanta-at-will. 

Rent is paid invariably in kind called Batai system 

of rent which depends upon the mode of' irrigation. Over and 

above the batai Zamindar geta abwaba (Perquisite) which vary 

from place to place and with individual Zamindara. Harvesting 

char�ea are borne halt" to halt and marketing charges proportiona

tely but generally the crop is disposed through zamindar to the 

local Bania or Dalal on the spot. 

CHAPTE.,.T{ I. INTPCDUCT l<.,,,. 

Sind is situated in tne extreme N.�. ot Bombay Presi

dency. Its area is about 48. 13 thousands sq: miles and has 4.5 

millions of population. The density is 94. Maximum height is 

7000' above sea level. Rainfall is scanty and irregular, average 

being 6" per year. There are thre� agricultural seasons - Kbarit, 

Pabi and Adhao (Half way.) 

The middle part baa indo-gangetic type of soil, eaatern 

part is sandy while the western ia hilly. 

Irrigation sources are - Governme nt canals, private 

canals, wells aDd misl:. About 90$ of the area depends upon 

Government canals. 9Q!l, of wells are in sukker and Karachi districts, 

onl.y. 

Main Kharif crops are Cotton, ?.ice and Millets while main 

Rabi crops are Wheat and Pulses. 



(iv) 

Feoults:- Wide spread ex1Ams ion of cotton culti

vation and irrigated wheat. Area uncer Jowar and Bcjri nave 

declined considerably, while the rice cultivation bas pra-

ctically remained the same. 

CHAPTER 111. METH.CD 01'' �TUDY. 

Difficulties of Field work:-

(a) Absentee zamincars 

(c) I lliterate Haris. 

(b) No proper records. 

(d) Kind payment of Labour. 

(e) No previous work done on the subject. 
. � .  

Procedure of work: -

Representative tracts and availability of facts. 
' 

(A) (i) Irrigation System. (ii' Hari's share. 

(iii) Abwabs. (iv) Grass share . (v) seed supplied 

by. (vi) Artizans paic by. (vii) Land 'Revenue. 

(viii) Harvesting and Marketing charges. 

(B) For Economic position. 

(1) Family. (ii) Area Cultivated. (iii ) share. 

(iv: Abwabs. (v) Net Share. (vi) P.ate prevailent. 

(vii; �uantity diicposed. (viii) Farm Expenditure. 

(ix) Farm Income. (x) Subsidery income source. 

(C) {i) Time lived with present Zamindar. 

(ii)Why previous zamindar was left. 

(iii) Complaints aga ins t present Zamindars. 

(D) Live stock and Implements. 



(v) 

CH.A.PTKH IV. 
(A) All the cultivation operations are confucted 

and supervised by zamindar or his agent. zamindar is to 

supply Land, water, Pay Land Revenue ana local cesses. While 

all the l abour - man as well as bullock is supplied or 

arranged by Hari. In case Hari comes new to the Zam indar 

through Kamdar or some other Harl he gets Takavi which gen e

rally does not exceed Rs. 100/-. Invariably Hari bas to use 

the seed supplied by Zamindar but the cost is borne by Hari . 

For all that he gets remuneration in kind which again aepends 

upon the moae of irrigation. Fol" :flow anci :flood he gets 1/2 

of the produce and for li:ft cultivation he gets 2/3rd. More 

than 1/2 the grass is t.aken by Hart, and other is sold to 

him. Over and above the share of produce zamindar gets abwabs 

which vary from place to place and �ven with individual za.min

dar�. rt varies from 6$ to about 17% of the Net Farm Income 

of Hari. 

(B) Lxpenses of cultivation fall under the f ollowing 

kinds:-

(i) Picking or reaping - Rs. 1/4/- per mound in case 

of Cot ton and l/12th of Harvested produce in case of' grain, 

borne half to half by Zamindar and Hari. 

(ii ) W eeding - Bari has to pay for it or do it himself. 

(iii ) Manure - Not used in case used then half to half'. 

(iv ) Karia clearance - Hari's J ob. 



(vi) . 

(v) Remuneration of Kamdar , Karawo, Wah1 etc., 

and general expenses from the common heap or froa Hari•s 

share depending upon usage in tile locality. Amount and 

quantity varies with individual zamind.ar. 

CHAPTER v. J;;CONOllIC POSITION OF FAMILIES 
UNDER SURVEY. (1§4a:;44). 

Income per acre in Nawabshab District.(Central 

Sind) where Cotton is the main Kbarif crop is about Rs. 

50/- per acre. While in upper Sina (Dadu) there is R�. 

36 per acre. In upper Sind (Larkana) (Dadu) when Bice is 

the main kaarif crop the income is about Rs.22/- per acre. 

In all the cases Rabi crop being wheat. Larkana wheat and 

Gram. 

In non-Barrage ar ea income varies from Rs.10/-

to Re. 15/- unless a suboidary crop is raised which is very 

rare. Here Haris keep sufficient Milk Cattle and from that 

they get the other income . In Barrage area abwabs are :from 

6 to 7% of the Farm income �hile in Non-Barrage area it is 

from 12 to 17$ of Farm income. The increased perce nt.age ia 

due to leas _,•arm income. 

CHAPTER VI. TENMJCY IN SIND. 

After the receipt of 'Bombay Tenancy Act• in April 

1940 a draft Bill was drawn up in 1942 followirig the lines 

ot Bombay Act, and discussions continueu by the Committee 

appointed by the Government upto June 1943. Majority of the 

ColDlllittee Members were in favour of Bill. 



(vii) 
zamindars are against giving any occupancy rights 

- '\flews - Derth of Labour - large ho.ldinge - class welfare 

- Rotation of lands. 

Bari representative in favour - views. Forced and 
�ee labour (Chher) at present - Eviction - Harraasment - No 

scope tor permanent improvement. 
Reforms:- Procedure sugge sted. 

CHAPTER VI I. CROP PLANNING. 
Adjustment ot Crops. 

Even distribution of Labour. Men and Bullock. 

CHAPTER VIII. COHCLU3IONS. 

Organization of Factors of production. 

Necessity of Legislation and propaganda. 

___ ,.. ___ ._._,.. ...... __ 
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C li A P T � R.- I.  

0 0 
The Province of Sind, lying between 23 and 28 

north latitude is in the extreme N. ,:, • Position of Bombay 

Presidency and consists of lower valley and the delta of' 

river Indus. Its area is about 481138 sq. miles, having 

the population of 4.5 millions distributeo as under in 8 

districts. 

Table. 

Urban and Rural Population in different districts. 
in 5ind.* C*lg41 Census.) 

I Rura l I 'l'otal § I Area in · I Urban 
Districtsl �q.miles. � Popula-

Q § tion. 
A Population. IPopulationi Density. 
{ � I 

Daou. 7,370 28,264 3,61,116 3,89,380 53 
Hy<erabad. 4,476 1,69,301 5,89,477 7,58,748 170 
Karachi . 8,357 3,94,917 3,18,983 7,13,900 85 
Larkan&. 2,857 49,691 4,61,517 5,11,208 179 
llawab Shah. 3,908 46,510 5,37,068 5,84,178 149 
:."ukkar. 5,550 1,57,566 5,34,990 6,92,556 125 
Tharparka.r. 13,649 23,866 o,57,138 5,81,004 43 
upper Sirui 

F'ront ier . 1,969 21,588 2,82,416 3,04,034 154 

From the table above it can be seen that the ra tio 

of urban to rurul population in the 1ear 1941 wa& 1:4, and 

average density was 94. However the conditions a.re not same 

now, as many people from the villages now have migrated to 

cities and town owing to insecurity and aell-employment in 

the towns on account of war. 

The area in the Province is distributed ae under. 



Table showirw distribution o'f area in variQ.!:!S districts in Sind ( 1940-41) 

------------r------------T--------r--------,-----------,-----------r----------,----------------------· 
District ! Gross area:Area : Net area : Cultiv ated :Total : Cultivable :Forests Rot availa-

crop ped 1 cropped 1 cropped 1 Fallows 1cultivate d 1 Waste 1 ble for 
:more : : :area l l :Cultivation 

Acres 

I than I I I I I I I I I I I I I I once I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
: acres : Acres : Acres : Acres : Acres : ,�cres : Acres 
I I I I I I I ----------,------------Ti--------�--------�----------rl-�---------�!---------�--------J�-------�----· 

Karachi 

J.Jadu 

Larkhana 

Upper Sind 
Frontier 

Hyaerabad 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I : 4,35,917 : 41,137 : a,94,780 : 2,77,964 : 6,72,744 : 34,66,416 ! i,56,223 ! i1,55,307 
I I I t I I 
: 4,92,746 : 82,675 : 4,10,071 : 6,23,668 : 10,33,'739 : 7,63,352 
I I I I I I 
' 7,37,413 : 2,06,101 : 5,31,a12 l 2,64,378 7,95,690 : a,14,207 ' I I I I I I t I I I I 

6,59,204 : 1,so,346 :s,oa, ssal 3,01,023 a,oe,as1 2,15,1os : 
I I I I I . I I , � , I  

8,52,667 I la,296 I 8,34,8711 7,47,980 15,82,356 7,63,853 I I I I I I I I I 

46,194 22,87,167 

42,268 4,38,298 

23,460 3,05,515 

75,705 4,18,953 

Tbanparkar l 14,83,971 : 29,938 �4,54,033 ll3,73,133 28,27,166 14,48,002 : 11,398 44,45,306 

Naw;ab Sbab 

Sukkur 

I I I I 
7,76,476 : 26,604 : 7,49,872 : 6,82,508 14,32,380 6,96,093 : 

I I I I 
95,865 2,96,220 

I I I I , 
6,24,250 • l,37,539 •4,86,7ll• 6,4l,252 11,27,963 4,03,466• 2,74,342 • 18,10,318 I I I I ' 

I I I I 
----------�------------f---------�--------�---------;L------------r----------1---------1------------1 · I L. I I I I I, Total �,0,62,644 1 6,92,636b3,70,008149,ll,91111,02,81,919 1 80,30,4941 7,25,4551J.t ll,48,084 

I I I I I I I I 
I ercent
�e of 
Grand 
Total 

I I I I I I t I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
: 20,08 l : 2.29 �: 17,79 i I 16.26-; : 34.05 l : 26.60 y, : 2.39 % : 36.93 't 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

----------�------------·---------t---------�---------�-------------�------�---�---------+------------



Total area. -
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Cult.ivated area. 
i,02,21,919 

Cultivable waste. 

80,3C,494 

Not avai lable for cultivation. 

1,11,48,084 3101185,952 Acres. 

Forest. 

7,25,455 

The table makes clear that only about 37% o� the total 

land is not ava ilable for cultivation. The cultivable waste ia 

too much - 26.60 $. The area cultivated or under Plough is 

34.05$. out of tbis 34.05, only 17.79% is under crop each year, 

while the remaining 16.26$ is current fallow. 

Boundaries:- Looking to the map it can be aeen that 

it is bounded on the north by the Punj ab, on the east by the 

.states of Jodhpur, Jasalmir and Bahawalpur1 on the south by Runn 

of Cutch and Arabian sea and on the west by Balochinstan. 

Mountains:- The only elevation deserving the name of 

moUDtain occurs in the Khirthar range which separates sind from 

:aulochiatan, having the maximum height of about 7000' above sea 

!evel. The most of ele remaining area is even under 100' above 

aea level and there are no other mountains worth mentioning • 

.§ources of irrigation:- Irrigation sources can eaaily 

be divided into 4 clauses. (a) Gove:rnmeat Canals. (b) Private 
Cana.ls. (c) Well& and (a) other source& i.e. Rain, lakes, tloocing 

of ri'.rer Ineua, Huh river ete. '?'able 'below will show area irrigated 

by different sources in various districts. 
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Table showing area in Areas irriTated by different sources. 
in various distr cts.in 1940=41. 

IGovernmentlPrivate I I Other I 
;:'.istrict. I canals. I canals. A iiells. I sources. � Total. 

y------------------------------------------------�---���-------A 2,33,610 19,308 32,854 2 ,85 , 772 

Karachi. Nil. 
B 44,766 61.45$ 1,05,177 1,49,934 

--------A---3;24;900---------------577-----i§;036----3;44;4§3---
Dadu. ff 

B 86,905 

A 61431706 93,707 7,37,413 

Larkan&. " 

B 

---------------------------------- -- -------------------- ----------A 3,541537 
Upper Sind 

Frontier. 
B 2967,3�5 

1,266 3,62,347 

" 

�---------------------------------------------------------------� A 8,36,033 56 136 s,36,225 

Hyderabad. ., 
B 17,094 17,094 

-----------------------------------------------------------------A 9,15,522 
'J harparkar. 

.1:3 10,122 
It 

318 9,15,840 

10,122 
----------------------------------------------------------------� A 7153,487 

Ii awabshah. " 
B 

68 7,53,545 

22,929 22,929 

---------------------------------------------------------�---�-----A 3,61,048 3,771 9,414 11,856 3,86,089 
�ukkur. 

B 1,48,497 5,960 431 83,283 2,38,161 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
A 

-
Area irrigated before and after sowing. 

B - Area irrigated only after sowing. 
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The table above shows that Private canals are only 

in ..>Ukkar district; and 61.ffl, of the area irrigated by wells 
in Karachi district and 31.33� in sukkar district . The most 

of the area irrigated by other sources is also ·in Karachi and 
sukkur districts only. 

Climate:- The climate of ;Jind is most variable in 
0 

nature. The average summer temperature is 95° F, but 114 F, 

is ver-1 common and 120° F, is not rare. 1he maximum temperature 
0 

recorded uptill now is 127 F .  In summer the mid-night tempera
o 

ture of mal\Y days continuously is more than 100 F, and in 
0 0 0 

winter it is 60 Fi at day time but 40 to 50 F, is also there. 

The mid-night temperature in winter many times fall below 

freezing point. Climate near sea is however equiable. 

Rainfall:- The rainfall is not only scanty but irre

gular too. The average rainfall is about 6" per year and the 

rainy days.never increaae more than 10. 
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Rainf'all from (lst June 1940 - 3lst May 1941) in varioua 
D l � T R 1 C � s. 

I Kharif. g Rabi. I Hot weather.I Total.ITot.al. 
District.-----------------------------�---�-------- I . I J:>&.��. 0 lst June Q lst Octocer Qlst March I 

I 1940-30tb I 1940-28th I 1941-3lst � Q sept. 1940. I Feb.1941. I uav 1941. I 
§-�iia-1-n&yit-na1n--�-aays:ARili--1aay&:-i 
I tall.I a tall I I tall I I 

' 
I 

I 
----------��----�- ---�-�-�-------------------------�--�----------� 

Karachi. 5.39 8 0.56 2 Nil. Nil. 5. 95 10 

0aou. 3.10 4 Nil. Nil. Nil. !Hl. 3.10 4 

L,,1'kana. l . 16 4 0.06 Nil. Nil. 1.22 4 

upper Sind 
:frontier. 1.96 2 0.08 0.11 2.15 2 

Hyl.erabad. 4.52 6 Nil. Nil. Nil. Uil. 4.52 6 

Tharpar-
kar. 4.72 7 Nil. Nil. :Sil. Nil. 4.72 7 

Nawab-
shah. 8.21 4 Nil. l'Ll. Nil. Nil. s.21 4 

0uldcur. 1.20 3 0.05 lHl. Nil. Nil. 1.25 3 

The table above shows very clearly that there is practi

cally no rainfall in Rabi and Hot weather seasons ane whatever 

little we get it is only during Kharif season. The above rainfall 

is registered only at the representative statione of the district& 

of �iDd as there is fluctuation in local parts. 

Irregularity can be seen from 1944 rain in Karachi. The 

total raint'all beiDg 30" against 7.5'' normal and out ot 30•1 we 
got 11" in one day only. 
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seasons:- For agricultural purpose there are three 

sea.sons in a year in this Province. They are, (a) Kharif'. (b) 

.\ 
Rabi. (c) Aihao - beginning be:fore the end of Kharif and the 

commencement of Rabi seasons - Kharif season is from June 

to the beginning of October and coincides with the first three 

months of inundation Period. 

The Rubi season ordinarily starts from October to 

March, but sowing is started from September to early December. 

In case there is a lati" rise in water level and limited area 

cultivated under kharif crops,then fodder Jowar, Bajri, Guwar, 
\,y;d 
w:ili etc. are cultivated lat� in kharif season even upte the 

end of August. The crop raised is locally called 'Adhao Fasal'

Mid' season crop - This is very common in non-barrage areas 

which depend upon the rise in water level in River Indus. 

Liabilities to Famines:- After the advent of Sukkur 

Barrage the pos:.ibilitiea of famines have been minimised to 

a very great extent. some times there is a less cultivation 

in kbarif season in non-barrage areas due to latL rise in water 

level in River Indus. This is due to limited sowing period. 

However due to this Rabi.crop becomes comparatively better 

because of the fact that more un-irrigated crops are sown in 

soils which retain moisture and no kharif ia raised on them. 

The water supply is very secured in Barrage areas and 

if any thing happens it is only due to breaches. 

soils:- The middle part has got the lndo-gangetic 

type of soils which on the whole are very fertile; new deposits 
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o f  silt are aeposited every year due to irrigation. They 

are of the alluvial type and never clayey. They contain sand 
�··11<-

and clay in a very�state of pulverisation. In some parts 

there are incrustations of salts o n  the surface and these 

soils are locally called "kalar soils". They have originated 

the alluv�al soils owing to climatic conditions • The rainfall 

being less and temperature more, the salts accumulate every 

year. 

Tbe easte rn part is sandy and is called ''Registan• 

- Peg -S::illd, Iste:n - Place -, while �,h.; western part is Hilly 

and is called 'Kobistan• - Koh - Hill, Istan - Place .  

By the local people the soil is classified in 4 

different classes. (a) wariasi - (Sandy). It is loose sand only 

fit for melon cu�tivation, but if manured and watered well 

any crop can grow th�re. This sort of soil is mostly in Thar

parka.r district. (b) Kacho - It results from inundation. After 

the water subsiaes, the land left away with deposits of s ilt 

is called 'Kacho land'. (c) Chiki or Paki - This is very 
cohe sive anc heavy to work. Rice, Jambho and Gram do well in it. 

(d) Kalar - Kalar is of two varie ties. (i) Mitho Kalar - sweet, 

(ii 'That' Kalar - Having more salt - Mitho Ke1.lar 
producing inferior quality of rice and Ba.jri, but •That' Kalar is 

unrit for any cultivation. 

It is divid ed in 3 classes by the soil Classification 

Departme nt w.g. A, B.and C depending upon the fertility and pro

ductivity. 
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cropsl.:, 'l'he main .k:harif crops are Rice, Cot� on, 

millets (Jowar, Bajri and Maize), Kharif oilseeds and Pulses. 

The main Rabi crop is wheat but rabi oilseeds and 

pulses form quite a substantial portion. 

The table below shows acreage of main crops in 

various districts. 
Table showi 

Ditit- � Rice. I Wheat. a Jowar. I Bajri. I Gram. n Rape & I Cotton.IFodder 
ricts.I { 0 � ' I Mustard( I crops. 

(Oilseeds.) --------------�---------------�------�--------------------------------------
Kara- 5,9'.}2. 14,059 19,275 
chi. 2,40,942 29,844 1,45 1 35 

8,385 

94,953 6,985 
14,229 

24739 
30,990 Dadu. 1,55,369 92,521 

832 

Larka- 89,345 50 75,248 
na. 3,36,971 34,622 60,861 2,413 

3,189 

Upper 67,777 32,065 48,680 
Sind. 1,65,286 91,617 1,50,093 37,612 

5,407 

Hyo era- 191,223 62,515 1,018 
bad .  2,ss,490 10,159 2,342 237,875 

Tbar- 338,446 5,30,346 740 
parkar. 84,680 28,332 57 1 388,473 

89,508 

Nawab- 326,882 43,895 11,153 shah. 868 98,285 5,996 216,010 
40,547 

Guk.kur. 1,47,454 l,OB,889 1,53,672 17,477 
88,739 21,406 18,283 2,933 

------------------------------�---------------------------------------------
12103,357 7,11,321 2,04,136 1,50,801 Total. 14,20,06u 4,94,269 3,89,215 �;30,886 

The table shows that th e most important crops are Rice, Wheat 
Cot on, Jowar and Bajri. T>ice is cultlv1�ted throughout the Province 

exe pt Nawabsha.h o istrict • .  ,.,beat is also well distributed except 

K,,rachi district where only 60u0 acres and tbat aleo un-irrigateo 



-10-

are under cultivation. More than 7(1£ of Bajri acreage is in 

Tharparkar district enly, while remaining area is distributed 

throughout the prevince exeept Larkana district. 

Gram ie the ma,jor crop (Rabi) of upper Sind Frontier 

and sukkur districts - more than 7CR, in these two c' istricta 

only. 

Oilseet1s are .. cultivated throughout the province but 

more than 50$ of the area is in La.rkana and Upper Sind Frontier 

district.a. 

Cot.ton is the major (Khari:f') crop of Hyoerabad, Thar

parkar and Nawabsbah districts. 

Area under foader crops is comparatively very low 

about 2.5$ of total cropa only. 

•Area under Fruit and Vesetable crops:- About 68,0uO 

acres are under Fruit and Vegetable crops in the Province. Cla

esification by trees is not available, but mere than half' the 

area ef fruit crops which occupy n early 44,000 acres are under 

man.goes. Citrus and dates will cover the remaining area mostly. 

The Vegetable areas are near town markets generally. 

•Live Steck:- The figures of live-stock in the Province 

are as under:-

Cows • • . . . • • • • 
Buffalo • • • • •• 
Breeding bulls. 
Buff ale • •  bl.llls. 
work bullock. 
Young stock ••• 
Young female bullalo 

stock. 
Sheep • • • • • • •  
Goa t •• • • • ••• 

1,00,000 
3,75,000 

17,000 
7,500 

6,00,000 
4,00,000 

1,25,0,;Q 
6150,0i.>O 

13,00,000 

• (Director of Agriculture, Speech, Rotary Club, Karachi. ) 
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From this table it can be seen that there are 6,00,000 

bullocks to tor 60,62, 644 acres. It comes nearly 21.5 acres per 

pair as an average on the whole. 

Land Revenue system:- The system of land is Pa.yatwari. 

Under tbis system a person whose name is registered in the book 

•necord of Rights' as holding any land is liable to pay the 

assessment or the one to whom his land is leased legally. In the 

case of alienated lands the Government takes enly •Hak.abo' - water 

charge - wbieb is equal te 2 the land revenue in that locality. 

Basis and Stand.are of Assessment:- Before the Barrage 

the land revenue was based on three factors, 

(a) Nature of soil. 
(b} Mode of irrigation. 
Cc) Nearness to the market. 

In the beginning the topographical survey was carried 

out ot the villages, and classes were assigned to them. Then 

according to the mode of irrigati on l�nd revenue was fixed i.g. 
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Table showing the Basis and standard of assessment 

Barrage. 

Taluka. 
IWhen ( classlinunda- IPerinial I 
§intro-I of. ltion wheelQ wheel land� Saibb. 
lduced.lvillage land. I I 

! M.oki. 
I 

- -----�------------------------------------------------------------- -

.iiala. 1871-72 I 1- 4- 0 4- 0- 0 3- 0- 0 2- 4- 0 
for 10 
years. 

II 1- 2- 0 3- 8- 0 ?.- 8- 0 2- 0- 0 

III 1- 0- 0 3- 0- 0 2- 0- 0 1-12- 0 

IV 0-14- 0 2- 8- 0 1- 8- 0 1- 8- 0 

v 0-12- 0 2- 0- 0 1- 0- 0 1- 4- 0 

VI 0-10- 0 1- s- .. o 0- 8 - 0 1.:- 0- 0 

- ------- ---------------------------- - --------------------------------

�;hohdadpur. 1869-70 I 
tor 10 

1- 2- 0 3- 0- 0 2- 0- 0 

years. 
II 1- 0- 0 2- 8- 0 1-12- 0 
III 0-14- 0 2- 0- 0 1- 8- 0 
IV 0-12- 0 1- 8- 0 1- 4- 0 
v 0-10- 0 1- 0- 0 1- 0- 0 

------------------------------------------------ ---------------------· 

Mirpur. 1870-71 I 1- 0- 0 1-12- 0 
f'or 10 
years. 

II 0-14- 0 1- 8- 0 

III 0-12- 0 1- 4- 0 

IV 0-10- 0 1- 0- 0 

v 0- 8- 0 0-12- 0 
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In the beginning the settlement was for 10 years 

only bu� was continued latter. 

At present the assessment is based on the average 

yield in th:::.t locality and the market rrices (sliding scale). 

Fer a particu lar loc�lity the average yield will remain the 8811le 

and only L.R. will vary acco rding to market prices beyond some 

limit. 

To this respect there is an opposition that since the 

settlement is for some fixed perioo, �he Government cannot 

enhance the assessment, »ut to this effect noth ing is done. The 

land revenue is only for the cultivated area but one has to 

pay the land revenue at least once in 5 years for whole cultiva

ble area. 

:!!Si!!..!...nd Jagirdars : - At the time of conquest of 

E<ri tish, a vast area ot land in the Province was found held 

by numerous persons as Jagirs - The term Jagir literally means 

a gift or grant. Technically under the land revenue code, a Jagir 

land is known ae alienated land i.e. transferred so far the 

rights of Government are concerned, wholly or partially , to 

the owne rship of any pel'son, as opposed to Government lands the 

revenue from which occures to the state. This class included not 

only the chiefs who had to maintain the body of armed retainers 

to renter mil i tary services , but also civil affairs, courtiers , 

mc:nials and holy-me n, who received their allowances in lam. 

The British Government however did not consider the retention 

of all such clas�.cs as Jagirdara necE:ssary. All Jagirdara were 
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absolvec from military s ervices and the only conC.itions attached 

were of loyalty to the Crown and payment of hakkabo - water charges

a11dlocal cess. lt was further laid down that the Jagirs would be 

in-alienable and impartible, and regrantable only to the lineal 

heir male and that they would lapse to Govel"nment if the line of 

first grantee recognised at the conquetit failed. 

The Jagircars are classified under the following heads. 

(a) First cl�ss Jagirdars:- These Ja.glrs were held 

from the period inter ior to the rule of Talpur dynasty. some of 

the holc.iers were descendents of' the enc ient rulers. All auch 

Jagira were made per111anent in entirety. 

{b) Jagirdars of Great Talpur families:- '!'here were 

hela by p,ople wh o were connected by blood with the reigning 

families. 

( e) 58.rdars Jagi'l'·dars:- This class of Jagirdars included 

heaas of pr incipa� tribes or deocendents of the Gen·rals and 

hmbassacars of the Armies. Only the traction of areas in their 

pos�essions were granted to them as Jagirs. 

{d) K&ariatdars:- some land was assigned by the former 

rulers tc ayeds whose ancestors had the reputation for leaning 

ano to 'Mujawars' - upkeepers- of important tombs, for their 

mulntenanc e free of revenue. 

Tt:e distlnguiaheti feature of these grants is that unlike 

the Jagirs o.f lst three classes they are not intenceu mainl.y t"or 

the lineal heir male to preserve tbe fami ly name, but are for 
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ttie benefit of whole family name, each member taking his share 

according to the custom and law of inheritance. 

(e) New Jagirdars:- Some new Jagirdars were created 

in consideration of their services. 

In some areas of the Jagirs the Tenant bas got the 

occupancy rigbt� an.a before the pas�ing of Jagriuari Act in the 

year 1942, they used to pay Jagirdars some amount in kiiid which 

on the whole used to vary from individual to individual. In the 

remaining area th- Zamindari rights are vested in Jagiroars . 
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C H A P T E R - II. 

"Sind and the Lloyd Barrage ." 

After the British occupation of Sina in the year 

1843, Lt. Fife in 1855 reported on the i rrigation of S ind 

and proposed a complete revision of the existing canal system 

and the construction of new canals to support almost the whole 

cultivation area. I t  was next studied by the irrigation commi

ssion of 1901-03, but no practical purpose resulted . In 1915 

an axecutive Engineer was appo inted to revise the proj ect and 

in 1916 his report was submitted. 

The approval of the secretary of State to the proposals 

ot Government of Bombay for financing the wQrk however was 

given in 1923 and the approval of the proJect and permission to 

start constructi on was given by Bombay Legislative Council in 

June 1923. 

The Barrage is constructed three miles below the 

gorge at �ukkur with three canals on the right and four on the 

left bank of river Indus. Every canal has a separate head 

regulator. The head regulators of all the canals are immed iately 

above the barrage whi ch can completely central the river level 

and approach channal to the canal clear of silt .  

The canals are divided into two systems . The right 

bunk. sybtem comprises the North-VJe st, Rice, and Dadu canals • .  -The 
"°' 

le:ft bank compri ses the Perinial Roh� canal, a perinial- supply 

canal to feed the eastern-Nara and canals depending thereon, 
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and two feed canals for irrigating land in Khairpur State. 

Lloyd Barrage and Canal s : - The vast is de$igned to 

secure irrigation of areas comprising parts of Shikarpur 

canals in sukkur district, the B�ari canal, ·the Ghar canal, 

the western Nara d iv ision and the Basirabad Tehsil on the 

right bank of river rnaus, to Khairpur State, the Nasrat 
'r\ 

canals, Jyderabad canals, Jamrao canals; the eastern Nara 
\ 

canals and the small part of Fule� canal division on the left 

bank of Indus. The whole are under command excluding Khairpur 
................. ,1. 

Jtate and Nasirabad Tehesil Imamts to 74,06,000 acres. The 

t bl b 1 h B l d • h i LC.� a e e ow s ow arrage cana s, i�c arge n cusl:ttt at the 

head and length in miles. 

Table. 
4.<.1> �arra.ge canals - di scharge in cusas at head and length 

Canal. 

in miles. 

I Discharge cusas at 
Q head. 

A 
' Length in miles. 
§ 

---------------------------------------------------------------
Pight Bank:

N .w. Canal. 
Rice " 

Dadu " 

Left Bankl=_ 

East Nara. 
Khairpur feeder �:. 
Ro hri Canal. 
Kbairpur feeder w. 

5,152 
10,215 

2,83? 

13,649 
2,094 

10,883 
1,936 

36 
82 

131 

525 
13 

208 
45 

------------------------------�--------------------------------

Total. 46,766 
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The total lengt h of canals is 6,166 miles including, 

branches Escapes, distributaries and minors. 

Main canals. 1,040 miles. 

Branches. 720 II 

Esca p€ s . 73 " 

Distributaries. 4,333 If 

6,166 miles. 

Land policy and Revenue:- The essential difference 

bet«veen the resettlement of Sind and colonization of' the canal 

areas of Punjab is that in sind the new canals are to irrigate 

an already settled country, where as in the Punjab f9r the 

most part the irrigated area was at the outset a desert. The 

zamindars of sind had their established position in the country. 

'Ihe policy which the Government set before itself was that, 

(a) The legitimate claims of the present Zamindars should be 

satisfied, (b) Adequate provision must be made for special 

classes such as peasant cultivators, (c) Land must be �old in 
open market in order that the part of the capital cost of the 

project may be met by the receipts from land sales. 

Gut of 7.4 million acT'es commanded by the scheme, the 

greater part was not Government land, but was already in the 

occupation of private persons. Some 1.5 million acre:a, after 

uncultivable lanci and land for public purposes had been deduetea, 

was available for the purpose of cHstribution, and t'hls Vacant 
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land was very much fragmented.. This shows that only about 20% 

of t.he land was given to peasants. Looking to the table , 'Khate

c1 rs in Barrage area' in Chapter on Tenures we can see that the 

peasant proprietors only have 30% of the total land, assuming 

th,:it those who have less than 50 acres of land are peasant 

prcnrietors. 'This 30% is the total of new and old holdings, and 

from this it can be seen clearly that peasants proprietors were 
not encouraged at all. There are no figures available to show 

clearly as to how much land now under command of barrage irriga

tion was in the hands of peasant proprietors . However one can 

see from the table 'Khatedars in Non-Barrage area • , that at 

present 5�i of the land is held by peasant proprietors, assuming 

the same standard of holding land as in Barrage area. The com

parisons of two tables can give an idea as regards Government's 

policy encouraging big khatedars only . -

Peasant grants: - The peasants were to remain 'l'enants

at-will - Government's - for the first five years, during whi ch 

they were to pay Rs. 3 per annum per allotted acre and were 

required to live actually on or near th eir lands and bring it 

unoer cultivati on. This was framed w ith a view to ensure culti

vation. Thereafter they were required to pay 'Malkano • -money 

paid to get the rights in land and become proprietcr�equivalent 

to half the amount paid by peasants in Punjab according to the 

following scale. 
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Number of lears. Annual 12al:!ae nt I.. Acre. 

15 years. Rs. 5 I Acre. 

20 " It 4-8-0 I ,, 

25 " " 4 I If 

30 II II 3-8-0 I II 

40 " " 3 I " 

The ordinary land revenue was to be recovered in addi tion 

to the payment of 'Malkanos•. 

Basis of water supply to the crops in Barrage zone : - The 

barrage canals provide a perenial and assured supply of i rrigation 

water through out the year, except dur ing the short per iods ot 

closure in the months of March and Decem ber. The irrigation water 

available for the barrage area can be divided into three cata

gories - Kharif dry crops, Rice (kharif) and Rab i crops. 

The wiers are designed in such a way to let water 

for the cultivation of land in non-rice areas as under. 

Kharif. 

Rab i . 

Fallow. 

27 % 

54 % 

19 % 

or one cusu is let for a piece of 370 acres to allow 

100 acres in kha.rif season, 200 in Habi and 70 acres fallow. 
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The table be low will show the metho d of calculat ion. 

season andD Crop. I Duty . 
0 

Khari f  dry 
crops . 

F i ce ( kharif. ) 

..,abi Crops . 

I 
a 

100 

50 

200 

Q No. of aays , supply I o f  wate r  ( appro-
D ximate . )  
I 
D 

190 days . 
lst April to lOth 

Octobe r .  

156 days . 
5th May to 7th 

O ctobe r . 

145 day s • 
9th October to 

3lst March 
less 30 days 
c losure . 

I Acre in- ITotal l che s I Tota l  delta 
G pe r �y incb es l season 
l l  cusu- l season l one cusu 
l d i s cbarge ldischarg 

21" 3 , 990 39 . 9  

21" 3, 276 65.6 

22" 3,190 16 . 0  

LL 
1 cusa - 24 acre inches per day , but 3 acre inche s in Kharif 

and 2 in Rabi seuson have be en deducted respect ive ly for absorpt i on , 

percolat io n ,  and evaporation betw e en the out let and the :fi e ld .  

This i s  when the water cours es are kept in good co ndition. 

The quantity of water sanct i oned for the area mentioned 

above i s  due to the experiments carri ed on by the D epartment of 

Ae:r i culture , and it has be en found tha t to rea ch full maturity 

und e r  Sind conditions -

(a)  A Kha.rif crop e . g .  c o tt on requires 27-36 acre 
inche s of water , 

( b) R i ce erop requi re s 53-63 acre inches o f  irrigati on 
L o f' wate r , the later figure appl i cable to late- var i e t i e s  only , 

( c )  A Rabi crop e . g. Wheat requires 14-16 acre inches 
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of irrigation water. 

As against these actual requirements , the irrigation 

water supply available under the Barrage proj ect i s  considerably 

more which can be seen from the table , after allowances bas 

been made for losses on account of evaporation , percolation etc.  

Result: - After the advent of Barrage most of the land 

which was cultivated in kbarif season due to the inundation of 

canals is cult ivated in Rabi season . 

Pre -barrage cultivation . 

llharif . 31 $ 

Rabi. 

Fallow. 

7 % 
62 $ 

Barra.ge cultivation. 

27 $ 

54 % 

190% 

The most outstanding feature of Agricultural development 

in Sina since the opening of Barrage in January 1932 is the rapid 

and wide spread expansion of cotton cu ltivation in the Province 

in kbarif season and irr igated wheat crop in Rabi season. The 

acreage under Rice crop has remained nearly the same , while area 

under Jowar and Bajri has declined considerably. 

The table below will show the acreage under main crops 

before and after the Barrage . 
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Table showi{j8 area in thousands of Acres . 
&i . e . 00 omitted) of main crop

before and after Barra.ge . 

l A 
Crop 

D Average I 
I 1921-22 I 1938-39 
I to 1931- I 

I 1939-40 I 1940-41 
I I 

D 32 (be- I 
D fore Ba- I 
I rrage . ) I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Food cro:es . 
Cereals and 

Puises.  

Jowar. 
Baj ri .  
Ric e .  
Wheat . 
Gram. 
Others . 

Total cereal 
and pulses . 

sugarcane . 
Other food 

crops ( cardi-

- 567 
1 , 065 
1 , 165 

482 
206 
306 

3 , 790 

3 

nunts and spices , 
Fruits and 
vegetables .  50 

451 432 494 
753 481 7 12 

1 ,256 1 , 329 1 , 420 
1 , 178 1 , 271 1 ,204 

296 374 389 
280 357 375 

4, 244 4 , 594 

7 8 9 

55 62 64 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total food crops . 3 , 843 4 ,276 4 , 667 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Non-fo od cro.es . 
Tobacco . 7 5 6 6 
Oilseeds . 330 224 290 242 
Cotton. 309 856 854 931 
Other non-

food crops . 
(Dye s ,d rys etc . ) 

146 244 160 216 
---- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total nonfood 792 1 , 329 1 , 310 l 395 _ _ _  crops.-------------------------------------------�----------
Total crops . 4 ,635 5,605 5 ,624 6 , 062 



- 24 -

The outstanding d ifference is in area of Cotton 

and wheat. Both due to Barrage have increased 300% nearly. The 

increase in area under all crops averages to about 13 . 5  lakh 

acre s .  
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C H A  P T E R - III . 

Method of study. 

Tenanting of agricultural land i s  a firmly establi

s hed practice in Sind .  Extensive areas of land are in possession 

of owners who are mostly absentee landlords and the ir work is 

being conducted by one of the reliable tenant who is called 

Kamdar. They go only at the time of Batai and dispose the crop 

to t he local Bania or Dalal. 

An ideai agricultural economy can be based on the ful l  

and fre e  ownership of the farm lands by those who operate them. 

There i s  therefore a need to understand as to what extent the 

present tenure system is  effective and \'h at changes should come 

about to suit the s ituation also . It is the purpose of thi s  

study to present such data a s  are available a nd  to portray the 

factual picture ef its present status and the factors that con

tribute to this situation. 

After studying the G eography , irrigation system and 

settlement reports an S ind some talukas from each distri ct were 

stated to give the idea of the problem. From each taluka few 

Zamindarswho were in a position to give the reliable information 

were consulted with the help of Agricultural DeP,artment staff and 

Revenue Offi cers . The informat ion was varified by asking the 

tenants and Kamdars . In case zamindar was not on the spot Ka.mdar 

and some senior Haris were asked the required information . 

The practical di fficulty in securing the data to work 

out the problem was that mostly Zamindars .( i ) do not
. 

keep any 
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regular acceunt books except one which contains what Hari 

owes them. There is nothing b�yond that. The peculiarity of the 

account system is that only valua against the item is men

tioned and never the quantity - e.g. Jowar seed Rs. 12/-/- or 

wheat seed Rs. 100/-/- and never t he quantity ef Jowar and 

wheat. (ii ) The other difficulty was that Zamindars are mostly 

abs entee and in their absence Kamdars and Haris do not give 

any information. (iii )  No previous work is aone on the subJ ect. 

( iv) Ignorant Hari�: - They do not keep any accounts and were 

reluctant to reply any regular questionnaire. The best way to 

inquire the facts from them was to begin the topic and allow 

th em saying even out of point and in the end collect whatever 

useful. (v) For the most part payments are paid in kind equal to 

or little more of the value for which all the commodi ties have 

been purchased or labour charges paid except in case of cotton 

picking. (vi ) The vastness of the area. 
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To work out t he economic pos i tion of Tenants 4 dis-
"-"' 

tricts were selected for the purpose - Larkana , Dadu , Karadi 

and Nawabshah - for the following reasons . 

There are two main khari f crops - Rice and Cotton -

which are cultivated by tenants for the ir zamindars . Other 

cereals are gene rally sown by small holders .  The main Rabi crop 

in wheat. 

As regards Rice Larkana can represent Dadu , Larkan& 

and Upper Sind Frontier (Barrage ) distri cts , as average yield 

of these per acre i s  about 12 maunds of Rice . Karachi can ver-3 

wel l  represent , Hyderabad Karachi and sukkur di stricts ( non

Barrage ) as average yield per acre in these districts is about 

7 maunds of Ri ce.  

The other reason of sele cting Larkana and Karachi 

as the representative tracts was that Larkana has more than 

45% of its &EXIUl area under food crops under Rice while Dadu 

has about 30 to 35% and Upper Sind Frontier about 25% • Again 

Karachi has about 55 to 60% of area under food crops , und er 

Rice only whi le Hyderabad and sukkur bas only about 30-35% 

and 20-25% respe ctively .  

Table showi ield in Mds . A of Rice in various 
Districts . 1937-38 to 1940·41 

Di stri cts . § Yield in maunds /A ( average . )  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Karachi ) 6 . 27

------------------� 

Hyderabad) 7 . 67 
Sukkur ) 7 . 29 
Larkana. ) 
Dadu. ) 
Upper S ina Frontier) . 

12 . 21 
12 . 46 
12. 88 
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( Larkana and Karachi 
( 
(Nawabshah and Dadu . 

) R ice areas . 
) Catton areas . 

• 
Table showing % or area of food crops under Rice 

��d Wheat in 1939.40, 1940-41. 

D i strict� !  I $ of ! $ ot I I % of I % ot 
C rop . area un area area area 

I I der toOd under I Crop . I und er I under 
I l crops .  I food- I I i 
I 0 1939-40 A crops I 1 1930-40. I 1940-41 . 
I D I 1940-41 I I --- - - ---- ------ --- - - ---------- - -------- - - ------------ - --- - -- ----

Karach i .  

Dadu . 

Larkana. 

U . S . Frontier. 

Hyde rabad . 

Tharparkar. 

Naa:absbah. 

Sukkur. 

Rice . 64 

34 

45 

23 

33 

7 

20 

* Crop and �eason Report& 

56 Wheat . 2 1 

31 21 20 
47 14 13 

2 5  14 \ 0  

34 22 22 
s :a? 26 

1 42 42 

24 21 14 
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AS regarc s cotton areas Nawabshah distri ct can 

r.:present , Hyderabad , Tharparkar and Nawabshah districts -

Barr.<:tge irrigation. The % area of Non-food crops under cotton 

in each distri ct be ing. 

Hyderabad . 
Tharparkar. 
Nawabshah. 

25 to 28 % 
26 to 30 % 
25 to 30 % 

) 
) of Non-food 
) crops . 

Here cotton is repeated with wheat in Rab i . 

Hyderabad . 
Tharparkar. 
Nawabsha)l. 

about 22% 
II 25% 
ft 42% 

) 
) of total food 
) crops . 

It is  due to the above fact that Nawabshah was selected 

for the purpose, in order not to have divers ity of date . 

�--�����l,......��_,,..l �$--o�f�N�o-n---:r1-%�o�f:---l����lr-"."'��of-=----=-1�%-o-f=-
D i strict . I Crop . a food cropsD Non-food Crop. I food l food 

I I 1939-40 l crops . � § crops . A crops . 
I I 1 1940-41 . § I 1939-40D 40-41 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Hyderabad . 

Tharparkar. 

Nawabshah.  

Cotton . 

" 

It 

27 

31 

26 

28 W heat. 

26 n 

29 " 

22 

27 

42 

28 

26 

42 

Dadu was select e d  to give the idea of N . �ind areas 

which do not grow Rice.  Here the area under cotton crop is 5 to 6$ 
of Non-food crops , and is rotated with wheat. Rice is also rotated with wheat and area under wheat i s  20 to 21 % of food crops . 

As regards the indi v idual Tenants , it all d epended upon 
the availability of facts with the Zamindars and average sincere 
Hari . 
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I I 
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I • I I I I I 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
Tot al a.rea cult iv a.t.ed/ P Sl.i r  of 
b u l l ocks/ ye ar 
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For the chapter on Tenancy same Tenants were 

subjected to inquiries , and Zamindars in general. 

Name ef Hari . 
§Years lived 
lwith present 
� Zumindar. 
D 

IReasons why A 
Prev ious za- 1 

lmindar was I 
l lef't.  I 

Complaints 
against present 
Zamindar. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - � . 

The zamindars were questioned if occupancy rights 

should be g iven to Haris by legislation. I f  not why and i f  yes 

to what class of Haris .  
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C H A P T E R - IV.· 

Land Tenures in S ind. 

outwardly land tenures in Sind are of extremely simple 

character throughout the province . Classing the land under 

two heads , "Assessed to the State revenue" , and "Alienated" . 

we find the occupation of it by following classes -

( 1) Large proprietors - A small class but holding most 

of the land . 

( 2 )  Middle class - Holding states of few hundred acres . 

( 3 )  Peasant Proprietors - Form bulk of khatedars but hold 

comparatively very small areas. 

The only agricultural classes are , 

(a )  Tenants possessing rights of 
occupancy. (Maurari ) .  

(b)  Tenants-at-will. 

The former class is  practi cally negligable and enjoy 

as much security of Tenure as peasant proprietors and parti

cularly now no case of eviction and harrassment can be found 

atter passing �agirdari Act in the year 1942 which makes the 

Jagirdar entitled only to the cash amount equal to the land 

revenue prevailent .in that locality.  This we say because 

maurari tenants are mostly present in Jagir areas . The ir right 

of occupancy is hereditary and also transferable at the will 

ot the tenant. The right of Zamindar is strictly limited to 

a quit rent an:i this he cannot enhance . 



- 34 -

In case of latter class though many of  them ·  pass 

their lives on the same estate , yet possess no right cf 

occupancy and are subjer.t"!d to eviction and are evicted at 

any time . They ha7e no security of tenure beyond their claim 

to harvest the crop they have sown. The contracts for the new 

leases of land are settled in the beginning of kharif and Rabi 

seasons . They may be and are ejected from their holdings by 

serving a short verbal notice to them even in the case of 

standing crop . In this case some ' Amina ' ( arbitrators ) are 

appointed from the Haris by zamindar to estimate the value of 

his share and expenses to be incurred upon a standing crop and 

then give accordingly after deducting the abwabs - Perquisits -

and other dues  including fines .  The verdict is  almost invariably 

in favour of Zamindar. 

Hari - Agricultural Tenant or Peasant labourer:-

Actually speaking he is ne ither an agri : tenant 

nor the peasant labourer. He differs from the former in possess

ing no rights beyond customs and the terms of his contract for 

the season. He is liable to summery ej ectlon when the term of 

his contract is over. 

He differs from the 1 1tter in having a definite 

pi ece of land allotted to him, area depend ing upon his capacity 

and ability ,  in which he is  solely responsible for all agri : 

operations , except work requiring co-operation. He is almost 

i nvariably paid in grain according to the usage of locality .  

A Harl has no claim to the residual value o f  manure 
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if applied any eventhough he may have spent for the whole 

quantity .  

He never gets anything for the trees he has grown and 

the hut he has construct�. He also never gets any remunerat ion 

for the cost of preparing the land whi ch he is not able to sow 

due to ej ect�ent. 

Looking at the table below i t  can be observed that 

7CY'h land in the Barrage zone and 50% in -barrage zone is  being 

cultivated by Haris ,  those  who have less than e conomic holding 

whi ch is assumed . to be 50 A. in barrage zone and 100 A .  in non

barrage zone cultivate themselves with the help of their family .  

The peasant proprietors who have less than e conomic  

holding are anxious to take some more land in their holding to 

make it an economi c  one , while the landlord feels the necessity 

to le t his land as rent . The presence of the s e  two classes is the 

leason for the existence of Ten&nts-at-will. 

Table. 
Khatedars in Barrage area. � 

Acre s .  I Khatedars . I $ 
I I 

I ·rotal area a % 
I Acres . I 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1-16 83, 998 ) ' 6 , 42 ,215 ) 
16-50 27 , 549 ) 85 7 , 32 , 558 ) 30 

50-100 12 , 046 ) 7 , 27 , 908 ) 
100-500 6 , 480 ) 15 13, 44 , 901 ) 70 
Over 500 �7 ) 11 , 91 , 124 ) 

• Pro ceedings Sind Assembly March 29 , 1940. 
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Khateaars in Non-B�rrage Area.  

G Khatedars . A $ 
A A 

D Total area D 
I Acres .  A 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Upto 16 . 
16-50 

50-100 
100-500 
Over 500 

81, 253 
29, 913 

) 
) 95 

10, 399 ) 
5, 370 ) 5 

715 ) 

5 , 52 ,654 
8 , 85 , 189 

6 , 05 , 827 
10, 25 , 345 
10 , 24 , 300 

) 
) 
) 

50 

) 50 
) 

Types of rents: - Batai ( share ) system is the most 

prevalent system of rent in the province.  Cash rent is there but 

it isonly near the town and then a lso l imited to vegetable and 

garden areas. 

w e  are not here directly concerned with the relative 

advantagesand disadvantages o f  the two types of rents , then 

also a word must be said about it . The cash rent system envolves 

a great deal of risk for the tenant as well as the landlord as 

the prices cannot be expected to be stable and the yield of a 

crop is not at all constant due to climatic condit ions . It  cannot 

be enhanced or lowered as Hari and Zamindar both re spe ctive ly 

will obj e ct to it.  

Most of the people without studying the facts in the 
Province advocate for the . cash rent system realising little that 
the batai system is  self adjusting .  Under this method a landlord 
rece ives a fixed share of a crop . It is true that the cash rent 
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system will create more interest in Haris ,  but the economic 

and financial position of them is such that they cannot effect 

a:ny improvements and landlord will be only keen about hisrent • 

I f  the cash rent is made compulcoT"y be _legislation,  zamindar 

will lose all the interest in land - whatever little they have 

at present - and shall be only rent collectors . 

Terms of Batai rent : - The terms of Batai are variable 

due to vari�t1on in agricultural conditions . The main factors 

affecting them are , 

(a)  Nature of irrigation. 

(b)  Local customs . 

Throughout the Province all crops in all kinds of 

soils are divided equally if the irrigation system is by flow , 

or flood and in the ratio of 1/3 i 2/3 between zamindar and Hari 

if the irrigation system is by lift .  In both the cases seed being 

Hari • s . 

Whenever there is flood irrigation and soil retain 

the moisture un-irrigated crops are raised (Bosi ) and in thi s  

case the share also be ing 1/2 to 1/2 other conditions being the 

same . In case of crops raised on rain water the share is also  

1/2 to 1/2 but no abwabs - perquieits - are charged . 
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Table showing Number of' Farms in different 
troupe of irrigation. 

Irrigation.  I Farms . I I .  Total of I Paid 
I I i each sy btem. § usual 

I Excep-
l tions . system. 

I I I I share . I 
- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -- -- - --

Flow irrigation. 66 flow . 66+10-1-23 96 3 
- 99 -

Flood " 13 Flood . 13+10+ 23 
=-23 

Lift " 8 Lift.  8i-23-t-4 31 4 
- 35 

Flow & Flood " 10 Rain. 4 3 1 

Flow & Lift .  " 23 

Lif't & Rain " 4 

Total . 124 161 8 

out of 124 farms surveyed o nly in 12* places the seed 

was provided by Zamindar and that also was in Karachi district 

only. This was only limited to khari f season where flood irriga

tion was thlrn. It is only followed with f'ew Haris as who are 

* In Karachi d i strict it was found that some Haris get 
the seed and the bullock power f'rom a third man locally called ' Bej i '  i . e .  one who supplies seed . Actually ' Bej i '  is responsible 
f'or all the items to Zamindar anCl in turn Hari to  Bej i . Bej i has to give usual Shure of produce and other aue t o  the Zamindar and for his seed and bullock power he again gets 1/2 of the remaining includ ing the gras s .  He charge s no abwabs to Hari . { This is very rare now . ) 
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not in a position to use their own seed . The reason being 

that there is a possibility of s eed being washed away or late 

rise in water level. In this case zamindar • s  share is 2/3 and 

Hari ' s  1/3. 

Exceptions : - Out o f  all farms surveyed only 8 

exceptions were found. 

Table showing Exceptions in the Batai 
share in the sampl!,:. 

Irrigati- Usual I ActualD I 
on sys- O share D share G Differ- I 
tem. O C Hari •·s D  ( Hari ' s D  ence . I 

Reasons .  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

1 Bosi. 1/2 

, 

4/7 +l/14 Uncertainty of getting good 
crop and many times only litt
le more than seed used ia 
produced. 

- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -
2 a Lift .  2/3 

b .  " 
\ , . 

2/3 

9/13 -t-1/39 Water taken long way to irri
gate . ( Rabi . )  

3/4 -�1/12 ( Kharif cotton ) More watering .  
- - - - - - - - - - - - � - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
3 a. Lift. 

b. " 
C a  II  

2/3 

" 
" 

9/14 

3/4 
7/12 

- 1/42 

+1112 
-1/12 

(Baj ri and Jowar) They insist 
upon cultivation of Baj ri 
and J owar when cotton can be 

cultivate d .  
(Kharif cotton. ) More waterings. 
(Whe t Rab i ) . Demand for land. 

- - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -4 .ft'low. 1/3 1/4 -1/12 No abwabs are charged. 
- - - - - - - - - - -- · - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - --
5 Flood. 1/2 3/4 .+-1/4 Not good land . Geed used 

by Hari and failure does not 
affect zamindar much . 

� - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -6 Flow . 1/2 

7 Lift. 2/3 

8 Lift. 2/3 

3/5 +1110 

3/5 -1/15 

477 -2/21 

Inducement t o  stay with 
zamindar as land net very 

fertile and more land. 
Zamindar maintains the potter 

to �upplx pots . 
All grass is taken by Hari only. 
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Grass: - It also incluoes Kadba ( baj ri ) , Palal , ( Rice · )  

and Buh (wheat . ) 

The bye products of grain crops are also shared by 

zamindar and Hair. zamindar ie enl.itled to take grass in the 

same ratio as the grain produce .  But here no abwabs - perquisits

in cash or kind are taken. However the zamindar does not require 

it for its own purpose and gives inore share to Hari to allow 

him to maintain his milk as well as work animals as there are 

no separate pastures or grass lands for the purpose. 

This Ca.I) clearly be seen from the table below. 



Table s bowill.i ng.mber o f  cases in sample wit b  
J:tari • s  s har e o f  2rass 

- - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -L -- - - - - - - - - - ------- -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � ------------ ---� - - - - - -. t ' ' ' ' 1 Mor e  1 
i . Share \ Share l "" Share I Mist: t,ban �otal 

l I I t" ko . -----------------------�-----------------------�----------------1---------�-----L------
Flow Flo od Rain I Flow · Flood Lift Rain lFlow Flood Li ft •Flow Lift Rain I 

- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -�- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - �- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -�- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -�- - - - - -
' I I I 

68 12 1 : 19 8 24 2 : 9 3 9 : 3 2 l : I I I I 
I I I I 

'l'o tal 8 1  -- - - - - - - - - • -----------53 - - - - - - - - •------- 21 .J----- 6 - - - - - - f 161 I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 

- - - - - - � ---- - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -
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In case of  gre en leaves of cotton only in 3 cases 

zamindar charged Haris at the rate o f  8 As . per acre. 

Out of al l these cases only some Zaminears allow at 

times to grow whole fodder crop �nd that also · when the sowing 

season of other crops passes away . 

Abwabs : - ( Perquisits ) : - This i s  a thing wh ich affects 

a Harl mo st.  Over and above the usual share a Zwnindar charges 

some extras in cash as well as in kind .  There is  no parti cular 

provision for this item and all this depends as they say on 

the usage o·f locality , but it  vari es  from place to place and 

even with individual zamindars . 

Abwabs are charged in the following manner.  

( a) Per pair o f  bullocks . 

( b )  " cultivated area. 

( cl " Hari . 

( d )  " Maund of produce .  

( e )  .. '!lheel ( Persian) 'Nar' 

( f) " Survey number. 

They vary according to the crops , the s eason and 

the mode of i rrigation. 

The7 are charged for the following items ( General) . 

{ i )  Zamindari expense s .  { i i )  Kamaar , ( i i i )  Karawo . 

( iv )  Zaminaari servants.  (v)  Horse . ( vi) wah i .  ( v i i )  Pir.  

( vi i i )  Dharwai . ( ix) Cartage . {x)  Dera expense s .  { x i )  shikari . ·  

( xi i )  Art i zans . ( xi i i )  Kagtar. { xiv ) Lapo . and Rasai .  { xv) 

�,xpenses over persian wheel  beam. 
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They are of such a varied nature that is not poss ible • 

to generalize the thing, so it is better to quote some typical 

instances from each district . 

Hyderabad District : - (Abwabs . )  

1 .  l/13tb o f  produce .  general expenses . 

1 seer I 3 ma.unds. zamindari ' Bob ' 

20 seers I Hari . zamindar servants .  

2 . Flow irrigation: -

1 seer I 3 maunds .  general expenses . 

1/.2 s eer I 3 maunds . servants . 

Lift il"!"igation: -

1 maund I wheel general expens es . 

1/2 ma.und I 3 maunds . s ervants • 

.Bcsi : -

2 se ers I 3 maunds . general expens e� . 

3 • .Flow: -

1 seer I ma.und ' Wahi ' 

1/2 seer I maund ' Kamdar . �  

16 seers per Hari wat chman. 

1 seer I 6 maunds .  ' Pir. • 

Li ft : -

l� seer I maund . general expenses . 

16 seers I wheel watchman. 
8 se era I whe e l  ' Kamo ar. • 
1 seer I maund . • Via.hi 1 • 
l seer I 6 maunds . ' Pir. • 
8 se ers I Hari . Servants .  
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1/13th of' produce . 

1 s e e r  I 6 maunds . 

general expenses . 

wat�hman . 

20 s e e rs I Hari serv "'nt s .  

1 mnund o f  milk per Hari I year fo r zamindar . 

Wheneven cotton is grown general expenses are from 

2 to 3 seers I m .  

5 .  3 seers I maund cotton . gene ral expenses . 

R e �· 1 I A cre co tton Kamdar etc . 

Re . �/Acre co tton green leaves .  

Karachi D i s tr:i.. ct : - (Abwabs . )  In this d istri ct l/i3th 

o f  the produce is taken by Zaminciar 'f' . r  general expenses .  There 

is no excepti<im to this but quanti ty taken for other items vary . 

2 .  

3. 

1/13th 0£ produce 

2 seers I maund. 

1 seer I maund. 

1/13th 

� seer I maund . 

l/13th 

10 seers I Hari .  
Re . 1 I Acre . 

4.  l/13th 

l maund I 24 maund. 

2 seers I Acre . 

general expenses . 

Bob . 
' o\ o.\;.' 8"beM. expenses . 

general expenses . 

shikari . 

general . expenses . 

shi kari . 

Bob . 

general expenses . 

Wah i .  
shikari . 

Tharparkar District : - (Abwabs . )  

1 .  3 seers I maund cot ton . general expenses . 
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which are wholly paid by zamindar. 

2 .  3 seers / maund grain general expenses . 

3 seers / maund cotton general expenses . 

3 seers / maund grain general expenses . 

Re.  1 I Acre . Kamdar etc . 

3. 2 seers / maund cotton. general expenses . 

3 seers / maund grain general expenses . 

4. 

Re . 1 I Acre . stall . , o\-o."- · 

Re . l I Acre . K.amdar etc . 

2 seers I maund. cotton. 

5 seers I maund grain. 

Re . 1 I per Acre . 

general expenses.  

general expenses . 

Kamdar. 

Nawabshah District (abwaos . ) : - Here in case of 

cotton 2 seers I maund are taken everywhere for general expenses, 

but other items vary . 

l. 2 seers I maund . cotton general expenses. 

Rel.· /A cotton (Deshi ) . " " 

Re . l/4 Acres . Kamdar etc . 

2� seers I Acre grain Kanoar etc . 

8 As . /Acre . general expenses . 

2 .  2 seers I maund cotton general expenses . 

1 maund I Hari grain general expenses . 

10 seers I Hari grain Kamdar etc . 
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3.  36 seers I survey number. general expens e s .  

2 seers I 3 maunds . cartage . 

2 seers I 3 maunds .  storage . 

4 seers I 3 maunds .  survey number Horse . 

Rs . 2/ survey number. Wheel (Rate . )  

Rs . 3/ survey number. Wheel ( Kharif'. ) 

as . 14/ survey number. Dharwai . 

4 .  2 seers I maund . cot ton. general e xpenses . 

Re . l/ Acre . Desh i cotton. general expenses . 

( 1 maund I 4 Acres grain general expenses • 
. Wheat ( 10 seers I " " Watchman. 

( 5 seers I '' " Kallldar. 

5 seers I Hari Jowar and Bajri . 

Dadu D istri ct (Abwabs . ) : - Here also 2 seers I maund are 

charged f'or general expenses in case o f  cotton crop and other 

items vary. 

1.  2 seers / maund c otton. general expenses . 

Re . l/Acre . 

As.  8/ Acre . 

same in case of grain. 

General expenses . 

Kamdar etc. 

2 .  l M . -20 s .  I survey number Kamdar. 

Re . l I " " 

8 As . I 24 maunds .  cartage . 

2/3 seers I ma.und Dharwai . 

Karawo . 

3.  2 seers I ma.unds . cotton general expenses .  
1 , 1/3 seers I " grain Kamar .  
1 seer I 6 maunaa grain Dharwai . 

All ailaz cartage charges are borne by Hari . 
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Sukkur D istri ct. (Abwabs . ) : -

1. 5 seers I maunds grain. general expenses.  

4 seers I Hari grain. Dharwai . 

12 se ers I pair or bullocks general ex
penses . (Artizan. ) 

2 .  / maund I 12 maunds general expenses!.  

2/3 seers I maund . Dharaai .  

20 seers I pair o r  bullocks general ex
penses. ( artisans . )  

3. 3 seers I maunds general expenses . 

5 seers I Hari Kamdar. 

2� se ers I Hari Wahi . 
' C::.\::. .. lc. '  

Re . 1 I Acre . staM expenses . 

Larkana Distri ct : - CAbibs . ) 

1. 1 seer I maund. general expenses . 

16 seers I Harl.  Kamdar. etc . 

1 maund I 24 maunds . Bob . 

2 .  4 seers I maund. general expenses . 

16 seers I Hari 

Pe . 1 I Hari . 

Kamdar. etc . 

Wahl . 

As. 8 I 24 mauna s .  cartage . 

3 .  1/13th of Produce (Rice . )  general expenses . 

2 seers I maund cotton general expense s .  

5 seers I maund Jowar and Bajri general 
expenses.  

Re . l/Acre . Kamdar etc . 
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upper sind Frontier Distri ct : - (Abwabs . )  

i. 3 seers I maund. general expenses . 
' 1:)\:o.\<. . 

Re . l/Acre . �l expenses . 

5 seers I Hari from each crop . Bob. 

cartage charges by Hari only . 

2.  3 seers / maund. general expenses . 

5 seers I Acre . K.amdar. 

2� seers/ Acre . Wahi . 

1 aeer I Acre . Karawo . 

3. 3 seers I Maund. general expenses . 

2 seers I Acre . Kamdar. 

2 seers I Acre . Wahi . 

1 seer I Acre . Karawo . 
• O\:A�'. 

Re . 1 I Acre • .g.:t:,a.1-1. 

From all this it can be seen that the main part does 

not vary much i . e .  general expenses charges ,  which many times 

include everything . However there i s  a considerable difference 

in other items . On the whole it comes l/lOth to l/12th of the 

gross produce of each Hari . 

Besides these abwabs a Hari i s  expencted to supply 

milk and butter by turn for Zamindar ' s  use and if any officer 

� visits the field then fowl , eggs and chhela (goat) is 

purchased at a very nominal price . 

Seed : - Almost every where the seed is advanced by 

zamindar irrespective of who is to pay for it,  and is recouped 



- 49 -

at the t ime of harvest . When t he seed is advanced its value 

is recovered at the batai t ime . This system is enforced by 

zamindar because at the sowing time the cost is more than at 

the harvest t ime when it is in plenty and Haris agree to t i  

because they never like t o  part w i th their grain. 

From the invest igation of 72 Haris ,  in 24 cas e s  

zamindar charged 6 A s .  p e r  mauno more than when i t  was suppl i ed, 

in 21 cases i t  was 8 AS. more and in 27 cases i t  was 12 As. more 

per maund . This is all in case of grain crops as seed i s  never 

recouped in case of cotton or puls crops . 

Implements and work animals : - The equ ipmen t  of a 

S indhi cultivator doe s  not consist beyond a plough,  a pair 

of bullocks and accessaries . In some cases he may be in pos sess

ion of one coultered drill , a wooden plank for clod crushing 

and a leveler. 

Ou t of 72 farmers under inqu iry only 29 had one 

coultered drill,  21 clod crusher (wooden plank) , and 7 a local 

made wooden leveler . Out of them all only 2 had all the three 

and there was no other combination .  This all is confined to 

Barrage area only . No one of them had any iron plough . 

It is expected of' a Hari tc furn ish himself with a 

pair of' bullocks , a plough and acc essaries before entering 

an agreement. For the above me ntioned things he may get Takavi 

whi ch vary from R s .  75 to Rs . 125 at presen t ( 1944) ,  and is 

to be paid in full or in instalments at the t ime of Batai .  
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Land Revenue and local cesoe s : - W i thout exception 

the L . R .  and local cesses are paid by zamindar and the a Hari 

has got nothing to do with i t .  In case of remission of L. R.  

in part or full Hari is not concerned at all .  

Harvesting cbarges : - In case of grain the reapers 

get their wages in kind from the common heap and thus harvest

ing charges are borne in proportion to the share they receive . 

Generally the reapers ge t l/12th to l/15th of what they harvest , 

carry to the threshing yard and thresh , but in case Hari himself 

harvests the part of his area then he gets l/7th to l /8th of 

the harvested and threshed produce - The reapers have to thresh 

the produce themselve s .  The most common share for the reaper 

is l/12th and if Hari is the reaper of bis own plot then l/8th. 

The difference is  due to shortage of labour and to induce Haris . 

In case o� cotton pickers are paid in cash at the 

rate of As . 12 to Re . 1-4-0 per maund . All this depends upon 
�� 

the labour available . Out of � cases  in 15 cases pickers were 

paid at the rate of Rs . 1-4-0 per maupd , in 9 cases at the 

rate of As . 12 I maund and in 10 cases at the rate of As . 14/ 

maund . Then they are borne by zamindar and a Hari in proporti on 

of the share they receive . 

��rket ing Charges : - In two cases out of 124 only 

the marketing charges were borne by Haris completely and ia 

four eases they were charged at the rate of about � anna per 

maund for Zamindart sshare . In rest of cases both rabi and 
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Khari f  werL d i sposed on tht fielu by zamindar to local 

Bania or Dalal. � .Cotton crop i& always disposed on the spot 

to Dalal and Hari has to sell it through the zamindar. 

General Mreement: - All the cultivation operations · 

are conducted and supervised by zamindar er his agent who 

is  his Kamdar .  To all intends and purpos e s  a crop at any 

stage is under the direct central of zwn1ndar and a Hari is 

given his share of produce after the di vision in cash or kind 

as Hari likes except in case o f  cotton whe re compulsori ly he 

has to sell it � ither to Zamindar or he gets the money after 

the crop is sold to an agent . It i s  almost invariably observed 

that Hari gets Re . 1 to l� less than the market rate per 

maund in case he sells it beforehand to zarnindar and about AS . 8  

less I maund than the market prices i f  he sells i t  with 

Zamindar to an agent . The reason given by zamindar is that 

in the former case there may be fluctuations in prices and 

in the latter case they say that i f  Hari would have sold 

directly he would have received less price , as marketing 

charges w i ll be more fo r quanti ty and they are not in a 

bargaining posi tion due to financial conditions . Zamindar 

stamps the harvested crop after paying to the reapers to avoid 

theft , and und er no c ircumstances Hari can remove his share 

till whole of the harve sting i s  ove r .  Reapers are expected 

to carry harvested produce to the required ' Khara • - threshing 

yard and thresh , and after in Batai the Hari has to remove 

Zamindari share first to Zamindar' s godown and then take 
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his share . 

In ease a zamindar or
o..

Aman autho r iL. ed by him is not 

on a field the crop cannot be harvesteo and on the other hand 

zamindar can get it done so even though Hari do es not agree .  

I n  the case of cotton crop the stalks are to be 

removed by a Hari or a Zamindar gets it done at Hari ' s  expenses . 

v, i th any agricultural operation if' a Zamindar is not satisfied 

he can ask a Hari to repeat it and if he does not it is to be 

done at his expenses only e . g � in case  of weeding and chher . 

For a Khari f crop Hari has to give at least two dry 

and two wet ploughing compulsorily and for Rabi crop 3 to 4 

depending upon the nature of so il.  He has to do two weedings 

for the kharif crop when zamindar asks him to do . He has also 

tc level the plot i f  there i s  too much of slope , and it is to 

be j udged by zamindar or his agent . The crops to be sown depends 

upon Zamindar and not as he likes .  In case of cotton he has not 

to sprinkle Jowar seed in the plot and has to take care of 

trees in his plot. He has to repair the Banas ( sides)  of dis

tributariea which lead water to his field . He has to watch the 
�\,,.o.ff.. 

' kl:taPif' - threshing yard - at night time by turns and has to 

be careful about his water turn and see that no water is wasted 

at any time of the day . 

As regards Zamindar he has to arrange for water, give 

a land for cultivati on and for Hari • s  stay where he constructs 
his own hut, pay the land revenue and local cesees. 
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In Barra::e zone zaminda:r does not allow any Hari 

to keep more than 2 to 3 milk cattle as he says that field 

wo rk will suffer as Hari will not be very keen about it as 

bis income f'rom milk produced wi ll be suffic ient and c ertain. 

In case of non-barrage areas zamindar allows Hari 

to keep any number cattle particularly in Karachi di strict 

as his income from crops is not suffi cient and very uncertain 

and i f  there is any re st riction about a number he will not 

stay there . 

Kamdar! - He i s  appoint ed from amongst the Haris 

by zamindar. Generally he i s  cons idered to be reliable and is 

a sort of general manager on the fi eld . He supervises the 

cultivation operations and some times in abs ence o f  zamindar 

allots the land . Kamdars are kept only by big zamindars and each 

Hari has to pay f'or him which i s  taken by zamindar and kalldar 

gets some fixed pay or quantity of grain per year wh ich vary 

with individuals . I t  vari es from 10 to 15 maunds per kamdar 

depending upon the number of Haris on the farm. Out o f  124 

zamindars 68 had kamdars more than one , 27 had one kamdar only, 

7 lui.d ' Munshis ' to keep the account and to look o ccasionally 

to the fi eld work - munshis are kept mostly by Hindu Zamindars . 

The remaining had ne ither kamciars nor munshis - c lerks . 

Tho se who do not ke ep any kamdar do not charge &l\Y

thi ng s eparate ly for i t , but every thing i s  included in general 
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expenses . Tho se who keep kamdars charge some extra over and 

above the general expenses . 

The fo llowing examples show the rate at whi ch each 

Hari pays to a Zamindar . 

( a ) � seer per maund. . 

( b )  16 seers per Persian wheel - 'Nar • . 

( c ) 10 seers per Acre . 

(d ) 16 seers per Hari . 

( e )  1 seer per 3 maund. 

( f) A s . "  8 per Acre . 

Many times these items are combined in di fferent ratios 

and charged. 

Wahi : - This i s  appo inted to watch the standing crop 

agains t  animals at day time only and see that there is no waste 

of wate r . He is also paid like kamdar but the share is much less.  

Wah i is appo inted from o ld and d isabled Haris who cannot do any 

fi e ld work. He is appointed by all the Zamint!ars . 

Karawo : - This is appo inted from Haris only at the time 

o f  Harve st generally .  He is to remain at ' Khara • during night 

time and watch the produce then against theft and animals . This 

is appo inted by all Zamindars . Separate charges for this are not 

made but it always goes with kamdar and wahi . In fact KaiOOar , 

Karwo and wahi are mentioned together .  Out of 124 cases it  is only 

in 9 cases  that Haris are charged s eparately '!'or Karawo at the 

rat e  of 2 to 5 seers per Hari from Hari • s  share only . 
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Shikari : - They are appointed from Hari ' s  when there 

if danger to crops from animals e .. g. wild p igs . Each Hari gives 

2 to 3 seers / Acre or 10 seers which ever i s  more . These 

f igures are not very rigid but fluctuate s in d ifferent fie lds . 

'I'he zamindar at the most supplies the amuni t ion . From the 

fields und er survey i t  was only in 12 fields and that also 

in Karachi and sukkur di s tricts. 

Loans : - v, i thout exc eption the farm operation whi ch 

require some cash advancements ,  are done on borrowed money. 

It is only in rare cases that a zamindar personally makes 

advances e i ther in cash or kind to a Hari . Thi s is generally 

done through the agency of v i l lage Bania who acts as a financ ier 

to the Hari on a personal se curi ty of zaminuar who recovers 

the amount from Hari ' s  share of produce at a time of Batai .  A 

Hari hhs two types of debts . The :first i s  the result of pas t  

de fic i ts and purchases and the s e c ond i s  a short term loan 

to me et the expenses of current crop . 'fhe se curity offered by 

him is  usually alien against the c rop or livestock. 

In Barrage areas the Hari does not remain in arrears 

unless there are some unforeseen calamities .  But in non-Barrage 

area , he is und er perpe tual debt . The interest charge� by 

Bania is un-offieial i . e . even zamindar does not know about i t .  

They deduct the int erest from the money aovanced and if  Hari 

do e s  not agree to it they give fal s e  excuses that money at that 

t i'r1e is not ava ilab le with them . However th� most common rate 
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i f  intere st is As . 2 per Ru e e  from the time i t  i s  borrowed to 

the First crop harvest . In case Hari c o es not pay in that 

season compound intere . > t i s  charged at the same rate . Though 

th i s  i s  all illegal due to ' Money lender Act • but it goes on . 

Chher : - When t he cleaning of a mai n  Kari a  whi ch 

leads the water to the fi e ld i s  requi�ed . Haris are summoned to 

work fo r whi ch they practi cally get nothing - at the most noon 

meals . In case Hari is unable to come himse lf he has to give 

a substitute or Zamindar engages a man whose wage s are borne 

by Hari . They are · a 1so summoned when the work of some Haris is 

in arrears due to unavo id able cond i t ions, and in turn that Hari 

ha.a to g iv e  them noon -meals - Bhat-whi cb consists of R ice -

gbe e - Gur and berri es . In non-barrage r ice areas they are called 

at the time of bund repairs and breache s .  

�ggari - Each Hari himself or any member of his fami ly 

i s  expe cted to work free of charge in turn at zamindar • s  • otak • , 

to m i lk his cattle , collect grass for them , to bring water , to 

bring hi s post und to do such other things . Many t ime s Hari 

has to walk a distLlnc e of 20 miles to get zamindar ' s  post . He is 
neve r paid for it and on the c ontrary his work suffers to a 

con� iderable extent . 

Seri - cultivation : - I t  was only observed in two cases 

in Tharparkar di str ict . By this it is m eant that some land 

is cult ivated by Harl together fo r Zamin<lar , the produce of wh ich 
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is wholly taken by Zamindar . � he area gives fo r work was l/l4th 

of an acre per Hari . 

Allotment of area for cultivation: - In the beginning 

it depends upon the number of pai rs of 'bullocks and the adult 

male membe rs of th e fami ly of a Hari and afterwards the 

e ffici ency and the ab i lity .  The most com11on custom i s  that 

8 acres in each season in Barrage area and 12 acres in non-Barrage 

are a are alloted p e r  pair of bul locks . 

From the tab le be low i t  can be seen that in Barrage 
area where cottoI! is  the main khari f crop and wheat a Rab i crop 
ave rage area alloted to each Hari is 8 A c res in kharif, 10 
acre s in Rabi and about 2} acres for subsidiary crops . In 

Barrag.e area where Rice i s  the main kharif crop th e area alloted 

is 6 to 7 acres per tenant in kharif , about 6 acres in Rabi and 

} acre for subs id iary crops - Jowar - Baj ri .  I n  non-Barrage 

area, for khari f season average area come s to about 13 A . , for 

Rabi 2� acres and 2� acre s for subsidi ary crop • Haris do  not get 

same plot for cultivati on when the rotat ion comes and even the 

area may be little or more it a ll depend s  upon Zamindar who 

gives the land accord ing to the area avai lable and abi lity of 

Hari judged from previ ous re cords if any . 

Average A llo tment of area fo r cultivati on per family. 
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Average Allotment of area for cu lt ivat ion per Fam ily. 

Groups . I Kharif I 
I ( acres . ) I 

Rab i . I subsid iary . 
(acres . )  A (acres . )  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -

Cotton - Wheat ( Barrage . )  8 - 0 9 - 20 2 - 21 

Pai dy - Wheat Gram etc.  ( 1) 
( Barrage . ) 7 -28 6 - 8 0 - 22 

( 2 )  
Pac ey - (Non-Barrage . )  12 -39 . 5  2 -29 2 - 9 

( 1 ) It i s  less beea.use the re dubari-se cond crop i s  raised 
on the same so i-1 land and a 1 the ar·ea und er crop in kharif 
seaso-n i s  not fit :fo r rai s ing the second c rop in Rabi . 

( 2 )  Un-irrigated crops are rai�ed on the area which only 
retain mo isture . This area is very limited . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -� 

Artizans : - Mostly they are a ealt directly by a Hari . 

He gene rally pays them in kind the quanti ty depending upon 

the nature o f  work. Some time s Hari wo rks fo r· him in the fi e ld 

when a Black-smith or a carpenter also cu ltivates a piece 

or la.nci . The mo st im:porta.nt of the arti z ans are , ( a )  Bla.ck- smi th, 

( 2 )  Potter. ( 3) Ferre men. 

Out of 124 cases in 92 c ealings between Art i za.na and 

Hari were d ire ct wh l l e  in 32 cases only zadlindars charged t,he 

Hari s  for Art i zans . W hen Zamindar charges some quanti ty to 

Hari for Art i zans i t  do es not mean that Har i has noth ing 

to pay to Arti zans ; zamindar pays some thing to art iza.na to 

inouce them to rerna.in i n  the vi l lage for t h e  c onveni e nce ot 

h i s  Hari s .  
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Zamindar charges his Hari as under ,

( a )  2 seers I maund . 

( b )  l �rtund I Hari . 

( c )  �· rnaund I Hari (grain) mai n  crop . 

( d )  10 se ers per pair of bullo cks . 

( e )  20 se ers t per t pa'.ir of bullo cj.{s . 

( f) 5 see rs I Hari from each crop . 

The mos t  common being � maund I Hari from main grain 

crop. Out of 72 Haris every one dealt dire ctly with the Arti zana 

and no amount wha:t. so ever was paid to zamindar for this purpose . 

Agreement forms : - �'he re lat i onships b�twe en Zamindar 

and Hari are traditionally internal. Detailed agre ement are not 

usually worked out and contracts are practi cally never written. 

However written agre ements are be coming more common w ith big 

zar:ti ndars . They are o'f: the fo llowing ty pe . 

4greement Fo!!!!l::, 

(1) Not to cultivate anybody else ' land . 

(2)  To use their own seed and at least manure 
of their animals . 

( 3) To cultivate whole area asked for and in 
case o f  failure to pay L . R .  for the 
area negle cted. 

(4)  To give dry ploughing& after the removal 
of Jungle and let the water for ' Rej • -
soaking. - after showing a zamindar or 
h i s  agent . 

( 5) Batai as is usage in th e local i ty .  
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( 6 )  To sow the seed suggested by zarnindar . 

( 7 )  Zarnindar is entitled to stamp whole crop to 
�eac ilitate Batai . 

( 8 )  Hari is to deliver a produce to Zamindar • s  godown 
or a place of equal distance . 

· 

(9) Hari is not to take any part of produce before 
zamindari share i s  paid wholly . 

( lO)To pay abwabs prevailent in that locality . 

( ll ) To repair banas of land alloted to pay its cost. 

( 12)Not to take any produce from land cultivated. 

( 13)To supply labour for chher or to pay its cost . 

( 14)To do two weedings in case of cotton. 

( 15 )To remove cotton stalks . 

( 16 ) To pay compensation of Rs . 50 if fails to cultivate 
the land . 

( 17 )Not to keep milch cattle more than what he requires 
for his purpose.  

-----0·------
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C H A  P T E R. V .  

Economic Position of a Hari (Tenant-at-will) . 

To study the economic position we should work out 

the following items . 

groups. 

(a) Gross farm receipts . 

(b)  Farm expenditure - except personal and family 
labour. 

( c )  Farm Profit. 

(d)  Mode of living. 

For this purpo se whole area is  d ivided into two ma,J or 

( i ) Barrage zone . 

( i i ) Non-Barrage zone . 

Again Barrage zone i s  divided into three sub-groups , 

( i ) Central Sind . (Nawabshah) - Cotton - Wheat . . 
( i i )North Sind .  (Dadu) - Cotton - Wheat . 

( ii i )North Sind . (Larkana:) . - Paddy - Wheat and Gram. 

The statistics gathered are so scanty that absolut e 

re liance upon them will not be correct. However it can give some 

relative idea about the conci itiona in different zones . 

( a) Gross Farm - Rece ipts: - The complex internal orga

nization of farming, together with variation among inciividual 

units , present a difficult problem in measuring the earning 

capacity.  To understand the factors in Tenants • income it  i s  

necessary t o  un-reveal the complexities in the farm organizat ion, 
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and to fina records of transactions whatever available . 

For this survey in order to s impli fy the analysis 

and to have results as nearly homogeneous as possible , the 

records obtained are llmited solely to farming operations for 

the crop year 1943-44 . The financial result of non-farming enter

pri ces such as · ' Khati ' work - digging so il and keeping on bund� - ,  

working as reape rs in some body else • plot o r  field,  dairy 
products etc. are not includ ed.  In other words the financ ial data 

pre sented for this item - gross Farm r!�eipts - Pe�tains almost 

wholly to corrent cash or kind rece ipts , an� finally convert ed 

to cash at the then existing market rates in that !�cality.  

Although this picture does not give a picture of �ll items of 

receipt s , it  nevertheless includes the maJor items and make 

possible comparison between different crop zones.  
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Average gross receipts in different crop zones per acre in 

different seasons ( 1943-44) . 

R Kharit I Rabi Q subsi- §Average of Crop zones . I Crop . I Crop. l diary § the whole (Groups . ) n ( Main . ) I ( Main . ) I Crop·. R s .  lgroup. 

{ Rs .  
I Rs . I 

R s .  
ITota�'�rea. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 

Centr�l. S irui. 

(Nawa.behah) 
( Cott.on-wheat. )  

65.71 58. 60 19. 00 58. 40 

-- - ----- --- -------- - ---- - ----- ---- - ------- - ---- - --- -- - ----- --

Upper Sirui. 
(Larkana. ) 
(Paddy-wheat and 40. 34 
grain) 

L 

32 . 37 23. 25 36. 20 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - · - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Upper Sind. 
(Dadu. ) · 

( Cotton-wheat . )  44. 35 53. 25 40.00 47 . 34 
_h. 

-- - --- ---------------------- - - --- - -- --------- - -- --- --- --- - --

Lower S ind . 
(Karachi. )  
( Paddy-wheat, 
Matar, Urid .:t  

.J2.:_ 

16 . 72 32. 83 78. 10 30. 92 

Note : - In the table above Harvesting and picking 
charges are d educted and it denotes only the 
value �or Hari ' s  share after paying rent and 
reaping charges .  
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The . table make s it ve ry clea.r that t he cotton crop 

is more paying than paddy one , wheat being the Rabi crop. 

Again cotton crop i s  more paying in Cent ral S ind - (Nawabshah) -

than at North sind (Dadu - by about 50% . 

As regards Paddy Barrage areao pay 2 . 5  t ime s more than 

the non-barrage areas . In non-barr.-1ge y i e ld is less and also 

variety sown is inferior one . 

In case of Rabi crop it can be s e en that there i s  not 

much di fference where cotton is the kharif crop , be cause the 

Rabi crop there is irrigated one e . g. A and C groups . 

In case Paddy is the khari f  crop , Rabi c rop i s  e i ther 

Dubari - seco.nd crop on same area -· or in- i rrigated . The di ffer

ence between these two is however nil - B and D .  -

The d i fference be tween the irrigated (A and C )  and un

irrigated ( B  and D )  groups is cons iderable . 1 he irrigated crop 

fe tches some thing like 75% more than the un- irrigat ed one . 

In case of subs idiary there is a remarkable di fferenc e .  

In group ' C '  the income i s  much be cause of the tact that in that 

year le ss area was put under co tton crop and land meant for i t  

wh i ch ls usually rich and fertile was put und er subs id iary crop 
\A"l-

walch was al so ,._usually suc c e s sf'ul . In case of ' D '  it shows 

exorbi tant income due to the fact that soil retained considerable 

mo i sture due to :flood s and the y i e ld of t h e  crop rai sed - ' Urid ' 

pulse - was high together with the pri ce R s .  12/maund . This 

happens very rare ly . Inspite of exceptionally good year :fo r non

barrage group the average income I acre i s  the least - cott on 
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groups top the list. 

Average area cultivated by each Hari in different groups .  

I Khari:f'. I Rabi . § Subsi- I Total . I Average male. 
Groups . a  ( Main. ) a (Main. ) I diary. a I (Adult) .  

I a I I I member per 
I I I I I family .  I A - G .  I A - G .  I A - G .  a A - G .  I 

- ---------- ---------------------------------------------------

A . 9 - 7 11 - 5, 1 - 30 

B .  7 -28 6 - 8. 2 0 - 22 . 7  

c .  6 -32 7 -35 3 - 12 . 5  

D .  12 -39 ; 5  2 -29 2 - 9 

Average Gross recei ta of each Hari 

Groups. I 
I 
I 
I 

Kharif 
(Main. ) 
Crop . 

Rs . 

in d.1.t'ferent 
Income From. 

a Rab i .  I Subsi
G (Main. ) § diary.  a Crop. D crop . 
G R s .  I R s .  

2 2  - 2� 2 . 00 

14 -18 . 9  1 . 72 

17 -39 . 5  1 . 50 

17 -37 . 5  1 . 88 

total. 

Rs.  ---------------------- - - -------------------- -- ----- - --- - - ----- --

B .  

c .  

D .  

602 . 56 

310.62 

301 . 58 

217 . 36  

652 . 22 

200 . 70 

419 . 08 

89 . 30 

33. 25 

13 . 02 

132 . 40 

173. 38 

1288 . 03 

524. 34 

853. 06 

480 . 04 

The table above shows that if  there is no subs idiary 
"'""-crop in non-barrage group - · �· - which is the most �usual case 

average income per Hari comes to only about Rs . 300 . Cotton 
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O..i'l. 
areas �more paying •hi le paddy areas - Barrage - The income is 

steady as there is security o� wate r .  

Other Rece ipts : - Other re ce ipts e .g .  from crop by� 

products , grass etc . cannot be worked out at all unless and 

unt il we become to theoritical as no accounts are kept whatso

ever. In Barr�e groups farmers have no other income except 

litt le from milk products which i s  neglig ible . Here the other 

source of income is working as reapers some where in the 

ne ighbour fields but this depends upon the time and this cannot 

be evaluated and also the re sults will not give homogeneous 

p i c ture . 

In non-barrage area ' Khali ' - digging soil and placing 

it upon bunds - and repair of bunds give farmers some income 

but this i s  a vo luntary work and thus it cannot give any compa

rat ive idea . 

It  is only possible here to give the average number 

of' catt le each farmer (Hari ) possesses in di fferent groups . 
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Average live-stock per Hari in different groups . 

I G Bu£fa- A Young ' A �I 
Groups . ICows . I lows. I stock. IGoats . (  Sheep . I Fowl. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � · 

n .  

c .  

D .  

1 . 91 

2 . 00 

1 . 80 

6 . 37 1 . 92 

0 . 91 1 . 58 

1 . 36 1. 18 

0 . 90 2 . 90 

. 3 . 11 3 . 00 

0 . 20 

2 . 27 

1 . 60 

0 . 91 

1 . 70 

1 . 36 

0 . 80 

1 . 00 

The table above shows that barrage area Farmers keep 

le s s  of catt le due to the fact that they have got less of' grass 

and zami:q.dars do not allow them to keep more tt.an for t h e i r per

sonal use , while this is not the ease in non-barrage area; the 

income of a Hari i s  very unce rtain here and if Zamindar pers i sts 

upon not allowing more cattle Haris w ill not remain there under 

any ci ncumstances then. In non-barrage area due to flood ing there 

is :c,ufficient grass for about 6 months o f  the year . 

�b) Farm expenditure : - 1''or farm expend i ture we should 

consia.er only two items , (a} '\bwabs - Perquis its - and (b) c.ost of 

cultivation. 'l'he rent is pu.iu .in a fixed share at the threshing 

yard only and therefore we do not take it  into account . Here 

nothing is  mentioned about bullock power due to the fact that in 

rec e ipts we have not includ ed anything about grasG and farm bye

prooucts thus neuterli zing grass with bullock energy . Also family 

labour is not taken into account . The h�rvesting charges which 
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are paid in kind in case of grain are not included and to 

make the things homogeneous picking charges in case of cotton 

are also not included. 

Abwabs - Perguisits : - After the Zamindari share is 

taken by zamindar. he charges perquisits for the servi ces he 

has rendered himself or secured . It  forms quite a substantial 

amount. It is charged in cash as well in kind but here it is 

equivalent in terms of rupees ia re cord ed. The table below shows 

ave r&ge abwabs per acre for different seasons in different 

crop groups . 

Group. 

B. 

c .  

D .  

Average abwabs per cultivated Acre . 

A Khari f  ( 1 ) � 
A Rs . A 
� A 

4. 30 

2 . 92 

3 . 27 

2 . 31 

Rabi ( 2 )  
Rs . 

2 . 87 

2 . 84 

4 . 96  

3.66 

A Subsid iary Q Total-
i (3 )  A average of 
I I the group . 

1 . 91 

2 . 32 

3 . 99 

7 . 94 

3. 39 

2 . 86 

4. 13 

3 . 22 

(l)  Kharif. : - It  can be seen that more abwabs are 

charged in case of cotton - A and C than B and D groups . This 

is due to the high cott on prices as they are chargec in kind 

as well . There is practically no differente in case of  Paddy -

B and D groups . In case of A group they are about 25% more than 

C group both being cott on areas due to the fact that in A group 
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yield of cott on i s  comparative ly more and naturally abwabs 

increase proportionately as they are also charged on bas i s  o f  

yield .  

( 2) Rabit;:_ Abwabs are paid more in C and D .  groups . 

In case of C group they are more because there Rabi crops are 

both i rrigated and un- irrigated and in case of irrigated crop 

abwabs are more and that is the case here. As regards D group 

the area is l imi ted one and due to much demand more abwabs 

are charged . 

In case · o f A and B groups , they are less be cause more 

are charged for khari f  crop in A group , while in F group it is 

a dubari crop - se cond crop on the same land and un- irrigated . 

� 3) Subs idi ary: - The outstanding d ifference is in case 

of D group only . This is due to the fact that it is very rarely 

that cubsidiary crop ia ra is ed and due to limited area Zamindar 

charges more . The verbal agreement is made before the allott me nt 

o f  land . 



Group . 

A .  

B .  

c .  

D .  
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ayerage abwa:2! paid by each Harl: 

I 
� Kharif. 
� Rs . 

39 .49 

22 . 50 

22. 30 

30. 09 

Rabi . i Subaiaiary A 
Rs . A Rs . I 

32 . 02 

17. 66 

37 . 57 

10. 00 

3 . 37 

1 . 04 

13. 23 

17 . 70 

'l'otal. 
Rs . 

74 . 88 

41. 57 

73. 10 

57 . 79 

All this depends upon the area cultivated . 

Cost of Production: - The importance of examining 

the cost of product ion hardly needs any er11phasise . Costing 

i s  indeed the soul of all economic activit ies . It enables us 

to reduce all the complex operat ions in a bus ine s s  enterprise 

to a common denominator and thus to arrive at a quantitative 

est imate of the final gains and losses . Only through accurate 

crop costing can we expect to form an id ea about the cultivator ' s  

(Hari ) income . 

The ta&k is however not so easy as i t  looks ; the Hari 

w i th h�s family members do es all the agricultural work which is 

within his scope , the money value of whi ch is of litt le import

anc e to him. He is sati s fi ed as long as he can finish the 

ope rations in whole area alloted to him in time . Generally 

he has to engage the extra labour at the time of harvest as 
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the period i s  limited and he is also engaged in the sowing 

o f  o ther crop or do ing some other agri cultural work. 'Nhat 

lit tle manure is appli ed comes from his own farm yard . It is 

pr·: ctically impos s i ble to ascertain how much to account for 

the work animal for whi ch he gets the bye products o f  his crop. 

In case of all crops except cotton the reapers are paid in kind 

be �ore the Batai from the colll!Jlon heap and this also varies if 

Har i harvests himse lf he gets more . 

so to work out the cost of produc tion we should only 

enumerate the expenses fo r which any defini te account is kept 

in order to obtain homogene ous result s .  

For this purpose the co st o f  production may ' fe.Il under 

fol lowing head s .  

( a) seed . 

( b) Miscellaneous item 

( i )  Oc casi onally hired labour. 
{ ii )  Picking charges in case of cotton. tY\a\ \Y\d�.lul) 
( i i i ) cash payments fo r repair of implements . 
( iv )  Repair of Ban�s i f  they do not do themselves. 
(v )Jungle clearance . 
(vi ) Uprooting cotton stalks . 
(vi i )  weed!ng. 
(viii)  Wangar and Chher .  

All the animal labour is his own as h e  ha s  to furnish 

himself with implements - Plough and acces sori es - arti work 

animal - a pair of bullocks - be fo re entering an agre ement with 

Zam indar. 

The table below can give some idea about the 
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expenditure per acre in different seasons and crops in 

cl ifferent areas . 

Average expenditure ( other than abwabs , rent and 
harvesting charges I acre . 

Group . 

A .  
B. 
c .  
D .  

Group. 

I Kharif'. 
D Rs . 
a 
a 

6 . 50 
6 . 83 
5�52 
6 . 85 

Rabi. 
Rs . 

8 . 76 
8 . 50 
9. 10 
7 . 16 

Gsubsidiary. 
I Rs . 
I 
a 

2 . 06 
1 .78 
2 .00 
5. 16 

G Average of' 
a a group 
I Total. 
I Rs.  

7 . 28 
7 . 32 
6 .41 
6 .69 

Average expenditure I Acre on seed and miscellaneous 

Items . 

I I G D 
Seed. Miscella- a Total. I % of expend!-

a a neous . a I ture on seed 
I Rs . a Rs .  a Rs . I 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

A .  5 .91 1 .36 7 . 27 81. 29 

B .  6 . 23 1 . 09 7 . 32 84.64 

c .  5.76 0.65 6 . 41 89. 85 

D .  4.96 1 .73 6 .69 74. 14 

The table shows that of the remaining expend iture 

after paying, rent , abwabs and reapers more than 80% is upon 

seed only. The picking charges in case of group ' A '  comes about 

4. 5 Rupees per acre (Hari • s  share only) , while in case of • c •  
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group it is  Rupees 2 . 8  only. Harvesting charges could not be 

ascertained as they are paid in kind and in different pro

portions but it can be said that it forms about 1C% of the 

yield. 

Average 

I Group. 
l 

B. 

c .  

D .  

Farm Expenditure after paying Rent, 

reaping 

Khari:t 
.crop. 

Rs . 

59. 16 

52 . 60 

37. 94 

89. 03 

charges per 

I 
I 

. Rabi 
· crop.  

Rs.  

97. 67 

52. 75 

71.66 

19. 53 

Hari . 

1subsidiary 
crop. 

I Rs . 

3.63 

1. 13 

6 . 62 

11. 50 

Abwabs & 

I 
D 

Total. 
Rs . 

160.46 

106. 48 

113 . 49 

120 . 06 

This all depends upon the area cultivated . 

(C)  Farm Profits : - The farm profits or  net income 

of a Hari is arrived at by deducting his expenses from his 
"'� 

gross farm receipts . This does not contain an4 value of grass 

or bye products of any crop , but this is  converted into bullock 

energy as we have also not made any account of it due to lack of 

material . 
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Average Farm-Income per Acre . 

Group . 

A .  

B .  

c .  

D .  

D Kharif.  
I crop . 
I Rs . 

54. 91 

30. 59 

35. 56 

7 . 56 

Q Rabi. 
I crop . 
I Rs . 

46. 97 
* 

21. 03 

38. 19 
* 

22 . 01 

• Un-irrigated crops . 

Usubsidiary f Average total 
A crop.  I of the group. 
I Rs . I Rs . 

15. 03 47 . 66 

19 . 15 26 . 02 

34 . 01 37 . 01 
+ 

65. 00 21. 01 

I Rare case happens only once in 5 to 8 years . 

I t  can be seen from the table that though it was an 

unusual year for non-barrage group yet the income is least. 

In normal times the income is much less due to low pri ces . 

The income of Hari in general and of Hari in non

barrage area in particular must be raised and the durable 

factors of production should be organised.  To secure this obJ ect 

the technique of production and utilization of our economic 

resources should be revolutionized . Economic resources must 

be exploited to the optimum and utilized to the maximum pitch 

of  e fficiency with the help of science . 
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'!'able showing average Farm-income in different groups . 
?.of' \\·�� . 

Group. 

A .  

B.  

c .  

D .  

I Khari:f. U 
§ Rs . � 

504.01 

235. 10 

2':i:l . l7 

172 . 18 

Ra.bi . 
Rs . 

523. 11 

131. 26 

297 . 10 

60. 04 

�Subsidiary. § 
I Rs . A 

26. 61 

11.95 
* 

112 .60 
f 

144. 93 

* More area was put under subsidiary c rop.  
I Very rare case . 

Total. 
R s .  

1053. 73 

378 . 31 

650. 87 

377 . 15 

Mode of living: - Although the present study do not 

concern itself directly with the d etails of Hari ' s  level of  

earning and living, but the mode of liv ing is  co-related with 

his income . It  is  the purpose of this to draw the facts to

gether.  

Fundamental to  the understanding of  the living habits 

of Haris • , is a realization that they exercise a relatively 

limited choice in determining these habits ,  and have been 

supervised for so long that if they did have a freer choice  

they would not have the knowledge of  other ways of  living 

essential to change . The system of agriculture determine s ,  

firstly all , that they devote themselves almost exclusively to 

the cultivation of Jowar and Bajri where cotton and wheat will 

be much more prafitable , to get grain for themselves and fodder 

for their cattle , if they are left to their free will.  But 
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the Haris have litt le say in the cultivation of  crops . 

A pecularity of Hari ' s  income is  the irrce.;ularity 

of its distribution over the year. ��hey are only rich so to say 

at the time of Battli and little latter .  They again depend upon 

barrowing for necessities of life other than grain and milk. 

The y generally ke ep grain with themselves and have at least a 

cow for milk . 

It can be seen from the table below that the food 

crops are mostly retained by the Hari or tenant and only some 

part. of it is disposed to give the dues to zamindar and Bania. 

Average disposal ot Wheat crop by each Hari to 

Zamindar. 

Group . I I I 
Rupees wor�h I 

available . I 
Rs. I 

Rupee s  worth 
disposed. 

I 
I 
I Rs . 

I 
I 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

B. 

c .  
D .  

652 . 80 

120. 82 

403. 59 

70.75 

198 . 00 

28 .63 

116 .20 

22.68 

30. 33 

23.69 

28. 79 

32 . 05 
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Avera.ge disposal of Jowar and Ba.1ri crop 
by each Hari to zamindar . 

wort worth 
Group. I Crop . avai lable . I di sposed I % · 

I Rs . a Rs . I I 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Jowar . 

B .  " 

c .  tl 

D .  Baj r i .  

24 . 01 

14. 11 

132 .45 

2 . 37 

32 . 50 24. 53 

Average d isposal of Paddy crop by each Hari 

to Zmnindar . 

Group . 

B .  

D .  

Group.  

I worth § 
I avai lable . {  
I Rs . I 

310 .66 

291. 29 

wo rth 
disposed. 

Rs. 

137. 49 

112 . 83 

I 
I 

Average di sposal of all food crops 
gy uari to zamindar . 

I Total grain I Total grain I 

44. 25 

36. 73 

I worth availa l  worth d is- I % a ble Rs . I posal Ps . I 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - -

A .  
B .  
c .  
D .  

676. 81 
445. 59 
536. 09 
364. 41 

198 . 00 
166 . 12 
148. 70 
137 . 88 

29. 26 
37 . 28 
27.73 
37 .83 
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I t  can be s e en from the table above th�t more than 

7CY£. o f  the grain crops in cotton areas and 60% in Paddy areas 
, 

are retained by Haris respe ctively . Whatever they give i s  due to 

amount debted to their account due to various expenses . If some 

mere that must be forc ibly taken as Haris are very reluctant to 

part with the ir grain produce . They use in most cases grain as 

a medium of exchange . 

Tenants can very we ll afford to sell some more quan-

ti ty ot grain but the reason why they do not do thi s is that 

whll.e selling th•y get less price and again at the time of 

purchase they are charged more . The di fference is nearly 8 Annas 

a maund plus marketing charges .  � hey also use grain as a med ium 

of exchange and can ke ep with themselves without any danger of 

theft. 

The table below will show the expenoi ture per Hari 

( abwabs +- cost of p roduction. ) and the quantity o f  food grain 

worth purchased by Zamindar. 

Group . 
I Average Farm ex- d 
A pend iture I Hari . I 
D ( abwabs - - co s t  of A 
A production. ) Rs. A 

QUant.i ty worth 
purchased by 
Zamindar for·c ibly 

� - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
A . 
B .  
c .  
D .  

235. 34 
148. 05 
186. 59 
177 . 85 

198. 00 
166 . 12 
148. ?0 
137 . 88 

I t  can be seen from the table above that i t  i s  only 
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in B group that Zamindar has taken mo re than the expend iture . 

This is due to the fact that there was not sufficient income 

from o ther crops e . g. Gram and whole was taken by Hari . (All 

informat i on zamindar • s  books . ) 

Food: - Engel be l i eved that one of the most important 

obse rvat ions resulting from his studies was that poorer the 

ind iv idual the greater the proportion of h i s  total income that 

would be devoted to food. 

This is  obvious as food i s  the most important item of 

dome st i c  expens�s . 

A food of a Sindhi cultivator generally consists of 

thre e meals a day . ( a) Breakfast : - This i s  taken generally 

before going to the work in field .  I t  cons ists of Chapati of 

floer of any grain they cultivate themselves . This is taken 

with butter-mi lk. (b)  Lunch: - I n  summer i t  i s  taken mostly at 

home while in winter if there is too much work then in the 

f i e ld only . In summer it consi sts of chapati of wheat or rice 

floor and in winter rice if it is one of the crops , otherwise 
..... 

chapati of wheat or Jowar f'loer. This is  tak.en with pulse or 

vegetable and some time with meat . I t  also cons i s t s  of Gur , 

butter-milk and some chatney . ( c ) D inner : - In non-ri ce areas , 

chapati , some pulse and milk i s  taken. I n  rice areas in winter 
.... 

cha.pati of rice floer with milk and pulse and in summer rice 

wi th milk only . Meat is taken very rarely say about twi ce a 

month. 
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The ab ove sort of food is mo st common among cult i 

vat ors whe ther poor or we ll-to-do . A we ll-to-do cult ivator 

may apply little of  ghee to his cha.pati s ,  put little in vege- . 

taLle and may take meat more often , but there is not appreciably 

di �ference in it . 
Clothing: - It has always been suggested that in an 

ind ividual ' s  l i fe the role of clothing is  second in importance 

only to food. It  i s  another importance e ssential for human 

existence.  

It may be admitted that i n  warm places people do not 

rec:u ire much of c lo thing , but in s ind we find extreme of cold and 

heat and therefore the requirements of  adequate clothing are 

important . It i s  a common sight to find agriculturists in 

winter inadequat e ly clothed or c lad in rags . 'The cloth or mostly 

clothes are usually purchased on some festival days - genera

lly Idds - except some odd items . They are very coarse and 
crude and a.re used t il l heat t ime . They hardly have any spare 
clothe s . A dress o f  we ll-to-do culti vator consists of a turban, 

long shirt , shalwar and a wai::ot coat. in wi nter . He has also 

an ' Aj rak ' . Poor cu lt i vators have a lo ongi and 'torn shirt in 

wint er . 
� o\ "  

A s  regards women � �hey wear a Kurta o r  a GuJ . 

Shalwar and a Qead wear called chooni . Quality of the cloth 

de_i>':lnd ing upon the ' earnings of the ir husbands . 
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The boys go half naked whi le the small girls with 

torn clothe s .  

Foot wear is  very rarely seen. 

Housing: - Although the individual may seek she lter 

primarily :for prote ction, the dwelling is at least partially 

indie�tive of bis e conomic position.  As bis income or the 

ability to command e conomic goods increases ,  he strives for the 

better housing :fac ilities that forms visible evidence of his 

economic position. 

wandering throughout the length and breadth of Sind 

villages one cannot find much difference in dwellings and 

dwelling conditions o f  agri cultural class . I t  is  common to 

find , that the whole family of a Hari livi ng  in a small low 

roo fed , badly ventelat.ed hut ,  consi sting o f  at the most of 

two ccimpartments each at best be ing 12 ' by 12 ' . A small screen 

or a wall serves as a part ition between the kitchen and the 

liv ing room. The hut will have usually one window and one door . 

A man cannot get into it without bend ing his head down his 

shoulders . The walls are made of mud and smlared with cow dung . 

Some of the huts have bamboo fabrication in the wall . The 

flouring is only the naked mother earth thickly coated with 

cow dung. The roofs leak during rains and sre most unsecured 

in cyclones and typhons which are common. 

The only furniture of a family is a cot whi ch is 

used by the elders and the old .  There is some elevated s itt ing 
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place for the rest. 

The environm�nts that prevail round the hut i s  

another fact of the appaling condition of a Hari . some 10 or 

12 houses are in one fence and on1y in that limited area 

the poultry and cattle of all the members is kept. I t  is most 

common to see small pools of cow urine stagnating and giving 

foul smell and this together with cow dung left here and 

there become the source of dangerous bacterias . 

All �his makes clear the condition and e conomic 

position of Sind agricultural tenant or Hari . 

Fuel: - The bulk of the fuel comprises of the 

dung cakes irrespe ctive of the income of Hari in all crop 

zone s .  The remaining portion is taken from the fi eld trees tor 

whi ch each Hari pays some fixed amount to Zamindar every year. 

It vari es from Rs . 2 to Rs.  7 per year . 



- 83 -

C H A P T E R - VI . 

Farm Tenancy in S ind . 

T enancy is the relation of Tenant to the land he 

holdu t emporary, whi ch belongs to o thers . The relation may 

already exist by custom or arise or brought into ex istence by 

legislation .  

Tenancy Acts : - (N ecessity) . - Tenancy acts has always 

been designed to provide and modern legal back ground for the 

re lationship between land owning and land cultivating clas se s .  

They se cure for the tenant the enj oyments of rights already 

conf'erred upon him by custom. The e conomi c  goal be ing , greater 

security , greater effic iency , greater income , and greater 

equali ty. They are passed to prevent arbitary increase in rents 

and eviction, and also to prohibit the customs by legislati on 

whi ch do injustice to agri cultural t enants . T he ne cess ity of 

tenancy acts is also felt due to the growth of populat ion whi ch 

has extend ed the range o f  competition in determining the rent 

of agri cultural land in cash and kind . The tenancy l egi s lation 
c. 

che cks the tendency towards ralk renting the tenants d ire ctly 

or ind ire ctly on the part of land- lord s .  

Mr . B . s . Rowntree in his book ' Land and Labour • wri te s :  

"Although e conomists d i ffer i n  many o f  the ir vi ews 

on the land question, all are agre ed that the soc ial well-being 

of a country is fundamentally affe cted by the cond itions upon 

which the land i s  held" . He further adds ,  " This is inevi table 
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s ince the thre e factors in the proauct ion of all wealth 

land , labour and capital - only fir;.;t one is limit ed in amount . 

The extent cannot be appre c iably increased by human effort and 

yet without i t  human exi stence i s  impo s s ible . The owne r of 

land the refore in great measure d i ctat es his own t e rms to whom 

wi10 own none , and in a so cial and e c onomi c survey it is essential 

to know in how many hands this po•�er is ve sted . "  

I n  Sinc1 Zamindars as the owners o:f vast areas o f  

agricultural la.nd are primarily responsible for the exploitative 

mt: thods followed by the ir Haris . They are persuing a short 

s J.ghted pol icy , c etreme ntal to the ir own interests , to the 

intereuts of tenants and to the intere s t s  of nati on. A tenant 

as a temporary occupant of agri cultural land is never s incere 

about his work and never cares to e ffe ct permanent improvements 

t o  be enj oyed by his successor or land lord . �hey never plant 

tre es ,  nor t�, ke care of tho se whi ch are already there . 

"He who stays for a night at an inn dc ee not go 

to the roof to stop a leak ; he sh ifts his bed . "  Thi s is exactly 

the case of S indhi Hari who has not any s e curi ty of tenu re .  

Facts in Sind emphatically support Arthur Young• s famous saying: 

"Give a man the secure possession of a bleak rock , and he will 

turn it into a garden ;  give him a nine years • lease o f  a gard en, 

and he will convert it into a desert . '' 

In Sine tenanc i e s  are of' a short durati on and Har is 

are subj e cted to summary ej ect ion aft er every year . The only 

prov ision for them is section 84 of L . R . Code , 1879 , whereby 

they are expe cted to be given a notice o f  three months in 
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writing by zamindar before the end of' one cultivating season -

3lst March. But thi s  is seldom pract i sed . I t  i s  not rare to 

find Haris evi cted even in the midd le of s eas on when his crop 

is stand ing .  

I t  is  true that the pos it ion o f  peasant proprietors 
\>t \!,, 

i s  in no way better , but in that case :i::!f the ignorance and finan-

cial pos it ion of them whi ch i s  the cause , however what even 

little i s  within the ir reach they do. The ir e conomic pos ition i s  

i n  no way bette� as they d o  not cultivate money crops . Agri

culture with them is not a profes sion but a mod e o f  living .  

Generally they depend entirely o n  the produce of the i r  fi e ld s .  

To them there is no marke t or money value of the ir produce as 

they use it for gett ing the ir requirements by means of bart ering . 

Whi le sowing crops they are not a ctuated by calculat ions as to 

what crop would give them the largest yield and profit . They 

like to grow Jowar and Bajri to produce whu.t is necessary for 

their  animals and themselves . What they aim at i s  to lead an 

independent life without s erv ing anybody and without depend ing 

too much upon others for the i r  requirements . 
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I n  this chapter we want to a eal w i th the new d rive 

for t he tenancy legi slat i on after the introduction 0£ prov incial 

autc :"omy on lst April l.937. Prac t i cally in all provinces except 

sir..(: , T en.."tncy Acts were passeo or amena ed if alread;y any. But in 

Sine: nothing fruitful is done uptill now. However the Government. 

appo int ed a Commi ttee to inve stigate the matter. 

The hi ::.tory of grant ing Tenancy rights t o  the Sind 

Tenc,nts- Ht-w i ll start s w i th the re ce ipt of the ' Bombay Tenancy 

Act ' in April 194U . A draft bill was drawn up in 1942 fol lowing 

the lines of Bombay Act and d i s cussion cont i nued unt i ll June 1943. 

D etails of Propo sals of Commii t ee : -

Whether tenancy rights ) The maj ori ty o:f the committ e e  
should b e  given and to ) 
which clas s o f  tenants . ) members were of a opinions that 

Ten".;.ncy rights should be given to a liarl who hfa& culti vated any 

of his lane. for the same zamindar f'or the pe riod of' 8 years either 

be fore April 1945 , or be fore the coming into force , the Act ; and 

aft e r  the act comes into force the pe riod requi red shall be 10 

ye ars . AS regard s unprotected Hari it was suggested that one year ' s 

not i ce was requi ! · eo after every 3 ye.:i.re tenancy . 

The names and ho ldings of prote cted t enants should 

be entered in t he record of rights. 

Misce llane ous � 
Items . 

A Zamindar may grant prot ection 

to any Hari eventhough the qualifying 

period had not been served ; aft er· such grant t he Hari \VOuld be 

equally protected as others who have served the full quali fy ing 

perlod. 
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Haris in Jagirs should be treated in exactly the same 

way as Hari s in rayati land s .  R ights should also be given to 

Hari s in uns erveyed land , and if this i s  done , the land should 

be surveyed as soon as poss ible thereafter. 

Inheritance and l egal status ) The Committ e e  
of protected Tenant s .  ) 

regarded it as of pet!
�..,...� 
maReBt importance that subdivis ion o f  tenanci e s  should not be 

allowed. On the d eath of' prote cted t enant , hi s t enancy shall 

d evolve on that one lineal adult male hei rs accord ing to the 

personal law of' ·� enant who shall be e le cted by he i rs themse lves . 

I n  default of any agreement among the he irs , arbitrat ion shall 

be re sort ed to . 

On fai lure o f  l ineal male he i rs , the t enancy shall 

d evo lve on the widow , i f  any ( i f  more than one , then by sele ct ion ) 

provid ed that she cultivates the f i e ld herself. 

On fai lure o f  both , the tenancy shall devolve on the 

l ineal adult female heirs , by selection if ne cessary provid ed she 

cultivates the land hers e lf. 

Fai ling all these the tenancy shall lapse .  

( i )  Te�ncy shall be unalienable and unattachable . 

( i i ) There would be no assignment o r  sub-lett ing of 

te nanc ies ; in the case when a prote cted tenant be come s  unfit 

to carry out the dut i e s  attached to it , e . g .  becoming mentally 

or physi cally unfit ,  the tenancy shall devolve aa if the prote cted 
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tenant was d eaa . 

( i i i )  If the tenancy shall lapse , the Zamindar shall 

pay compensations to the legal he irs i f  the tenant according 

to his personal law on account of improvements affected by Hari 

in the nature of wells and frui t  trees . In case o f  building, the 

material should be allowed to be removed or Zamindar should pay 

the compensations . 

( iv )  A tenant , who on ac count of illness , pilgrimage , 

or s imilar reasons , does not carry out personal cultivation, 

should first take the leave of zamindar and make arrangements for 

proper cultivation of the land during his absence , but the 

absence should not exceed to more than a year. 

Nature of Prote cted ) 
Tenancy ) A Hari shall not be ev i cted 

by the Zamindar save for one of the fo llowing 5 reasons , 

( i ) Fai lure to cultivate pe rsonally - Personal cultiva

tion means by Hari s own hands ( and a pair of bullocks ) and wi th 

the help of his  immediate family ( i . e .  hai rs who can inherit) . 

This provis ion do e s  not bar the employment of casual labour for 

the transplantation of rice , the weeding of cotton and the har

vesting of all crops ; nor it bars the use o f  tractors by any 

person on his land . 
(.\\•> 

( i i )  Fa ilure to cultivate e ffi c iently and fully - Effi-

ci ent cultivat ion means that the Zamindar • s  instructions on the 

crop to be grown shall be followea , except for the small area 

under vegetables for his p ersonal us e ;  and fully means area for 

whi ch water is taken. 
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( iv )  Failure to pay prescribed batai or cash rent. 

(v)  Convictions of certain offences - Cattle theft , 

all offences of violence except s imple hurt , criminal breach 

of trust , criminal misappropriation, cheating and abduction. 

Rent, perguisits and ) 
possession of crops . ) The Committee recommended 

the Batai system for paying the rent and the basis of it should 

be irrigation system e . g. Half for flow cultivat ion and l/3rd 

( Rent )  for lift cultivation. 

AS regards perquisits - Dharwai (Weigher) , Karawo and 

·Nahi (Watchmen) , and Kang Karo ( who watches the crop against 

b:irds)  - should be taken from the common heap - amount to be 

settled by agreement. Cartage charges should be paid to Haris 

for removing zamindari share from threshing yard to zamindar• s  

god own . 

Gup Khati ( clearance of water courses ) : - Haris should 

be supplied with free fooc during the carrying out of work. 

All other abwabs - perquisite - should be borne by 

Zamindar from his share after division .  

Crop should be  in possession of Zamindar . 

The committee agreed that the Adhoc standing tribunals 

consisting of representatives o:f' both sid es under the chair

manship of Mukhtiarkar would be fair to both the parties ;  t he 

members of the tribunal should be two representatives each of 

Zamindar and Hari association of t he Taluka , and in case e ither 



side �ailed to nominate members , they .would be appoint ed 

by the Collector. Appeals should be heard by Assistant I 
D eputy Colle ctors with a revision to the Collector. Pleaders 

should not be allowed at any stage. 
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F'rom the pe rsonal inquiry of zamindar , all are 

against the idea of granting any tenancy r�ghts to Haris 

and simply refuse to listen to the good it will do them . On 

the other hand the Haris who a.re tenants-at-will are so 

ignorant and i lli terate that they do not understand the possi

bility of it and only know that they have to abide by the 
('(.. 

wishes of zaminoar i� they have to . l ive them-. 

However some people who are interested in the rural 

upiiftment are �rying much to achieve something tor Haris 

and they represent their case in quite formidable way . 

At present the basic and the fundamental necessity 

i s  to give at least the occupancy rights to the Tenants-at-will 

and without thi s ,  the question of other privileges does not 

aris e .  

The Zamindari class give the following reasons as 

to why the oc cupan cy rights should not be given to Hari s . 

( 1 )  The unjust eviction is only possible when there 

i s  surplus ot an agricultural labour or tl.e ci e'.'.'.rth o'f' agri

cultural land. In Sind there i s  on the contrary dearth of 

agricultural labour and a s  such Zamindar will ill-afford to 

loose his Hari . 

The above argument is  quit e true but the economic 

position of agricultural labour class is euch that they are 

not at all in the bargaining pos ition. They are ignorant , 

i l literate and have not got any cooperation among themselves 
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whi ch i s  the main cause of thi s  downt'all . They are the v i ct ims 

o f  the zwnindar ' s  will and are expe cted to obey him und er any 

ci rcumstances if' t hey want to live there for whi ch they have 

got too much attachment. 

( 2 )  The area for whi ch the o ccupancy rights w i ll be 

gi ven shall be at least 50 acres· to enable him to cultivate 

8 acres per season, and this w i l l  make him a petty Zamindar 

and wi ll not be as good as otherwi se due to increase in so c i al 

status . 

{ 3 )  It w i l l  set up a class welfare as o ccupancy rights 

canno t be given to all the class e s  o f  tenants - short and long 

curation. This wi l l  create a new class whi ch will make the matter 

mere compli cated latter on. 

(4 )  Gene rally Haris are he lped by Zamindar in advers e 

years and if the o ccupancy rights are given, then zamind ars wi ll 

lo s e  the interest in the land to a very . cons iderable extent., 

and he also knows that his Har is canno t  run away . 

( 5) The o c cupancy rights wh i ch ar� no� heredi tary 

rights cannot be easi ly understood by illiterate Haris , and 

there will the perpetual quarrels between the new t enants if 

any ano the d e s cendants of old . 

( 6 )  A s  t here is dearth or labour , the Zamind ar • s  work 

lri l l  suffer consid erably as Har1 who works for him due to fear 

of evi ction w i ll certainly ret'use to do so as h i s  rights are 

•t1el l se cured. 
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( 7 ) Many Hari s have the ir own piece of land , but 

that they give it on lease to zamindar and in many cases work 

with the very same Zamindar as his Bari . 

( 8) The cultivation of land wi l l  be left to men who 

are too poor to do justice to it . 

The other s ide gives the following arguments in 

fav our of giving the o ccupancy rights to the new Tenants-at-will . 

Every year rather every season many tanners place t.hej.r house

ho ld goods and .other be longings in bullo ck carts and move on 

to other quarters . Many times the destinati on i s  another farm 

at no greater d istance ; some times it is  nearby village and 

rarely a distant place where the Hari expects to get the engage-

ment . 

( 1 )  The mobility from place to place i s  a matt er of 

much concern to Ha.ris or tenants who consider stab i lity of 

residence a c ondit ion ne cessary to su ccessful farming. The farmer 

who is continuously on move cannot systemat i cally care :for his 

farm . If he expe cts to move again soon ,  he< does not find it to 

h i s  advantage to effect improvements even wh i ch do not cost 

him much . Because of his instability it becomes increasingly 

d i fficult to establish any healthy conne ctions with o th er f'arms 

or land-lord . 

( 2 )  The fact cannot be denied thl'l t there i s  plenty 

of agricultural land in the province , but it i s  necessary to 
start ... now when the problem i s  not 80 urgent , as afterwards 
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abrupt changes may never be effe ctive and may even result 

in an undeBirable consequences . 

( 3) Tenants who are almost invariably harrassed by 

zamindars will be saved from it as the ir rights will be well 

se cured and the il• e c onomic position will also improve as 

zamindar' s  work will be done with some remuneration whi ch is 

not the case now . 

( 4 )  I t  is an open secret t hat over and above the 

Batai share and. abwabs extra money is taken i f  a piece of land 

happens to be a ferti le one ; thi s  system will automatically 

d isappear as latt er there will not be any competition for the 

already alloted land . 

( 5 )  The tendancy of zamindar now is to d i scourage 

Haris to own cattle which is the best possible subs idiary 

occupation to uti lize the leisure time of his and his family ' s 

and also to get some extra income . The zamindar i s  against 

that as he has no interest in the cattle and he th inks that 

his work will suffer.  

(6)  The advantage of the potentialities of soil 

and the combination of long and short durable factors of 

production is not affe cted due to the present system of land 

ho lding and pol i cy. 

( ? )  The abwabs whi ch form the substant ial porti ons 

of Haris income and are paid under compuls ion , will not be pa id 

latter. 
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( 8) Last but not the least there is a constant 

stream of migrants from Punjab and Cutch wh i ch will certainly 

i nterfere w i th the legit imate right s of Sindhi Hari s at latt er 

stage . 
Mobi li ty : - I t  can be seen from the table below the 

average stay of Tenants in 
·
ai f't'erent crop groups . 

I AV€ rageJNo . of Haris with years stay . G 
Group . I stay ofl -------------------------------

1 Ha.ri . I0-3 I 4-6 a 7-9 a 10-12 l above l Total. 
I year, . t I I a I 12 § 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

B. 

c .  

D .  

4. 0 ; 

5. 09 

4 . 70 

6 . 37 

'7 

4 

5 

6 

11 

4 

2 

8 

4 

2 

2 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

24 

11 

10 

27 

'l'he tao le shows that the average stay of each Harl 

i s  less in Barrage area ( A , B  and C groups ) than in non-barrage 

area. Again in Barrage area it is le ss in Catton areas (A and 

C groups ) ,  than ln Paady areas ( B  group ) . 

I t  will not be incorrect if we say that mo re the 

income in a parti cular area leas is the securit.y of tenure . 

The table below will show the Hari s of long stay 

and how many of them have served wlth the present zamindar 

only , Haris evi cted by the previous zamindar and Haris who 

le ft xatnuq voluntarily the previous zwnindar. 
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I No . of INo . of Haris INew-commers . I 
I Haris ot I who have I - Haris .  I Total. § long stay l served the l stay less than I . I above 7 I present za- 17 years. I 
I years . I mindar only. 1----------------------------
1 4--------------tEvictedl Left volun- 1 
I IAmongst l Others l by pre- I tarily pre- § 
I l long lvious I zamindar. I 
I I stay. I IZamin- I I 
I I I I dar. I I 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

B.  

c .  

D .  

6 

3 

3 

13 

l* 

1 

Nil. 

5 

1 

Nil . 

Ni�. 

3 

13 

4 

2 

3 

4 

4 

5 

8 

24 

11 

10 

27 

•These numbers are included in the column of long stay Haris .  

I t  i s  clear from the table above that in Barrage 

area ( A ,B and C groups ) about 25% of the Haris have stayed with 

the present Zamindar for more than 7 years while new commers form 

75%.  

In non-barrage area Haris of long stay form about 50% 

and 50% are new commers. This  shows that mobility amongst non

barrage Haris is  not so much as in the case of barrage Haris .  

I t  is also clear that wxxlda evi ction in Barrage area 

is more - about 40% and voluntary mobility is  about 30$. In 

non-barrage area the eviction is only about 10% and voluntary 

mobility is about 40%. 
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Out of 22 cases of evi ction in a sample of 72 Haris ,  

in 18 cases the reason - given by H�ris - was disagreement bet

ween them and zamindar on abwabs and in ;J cases the cause of 

eviction was alleged theft and it was only in one case that Hari 

failed to cultivate the area allotted to him due to illness. 

Out of  21 eases of voluntary mobility in 8 cases ( all 

non-barrage ) the reason given by Haris was less of grass for 

their cattle - milk as well as work - 9 left due to allotment 

o f  inferior land while their land which they cultivated a year 

ago was given to otl.er Haris which as they said was much better 

and 4 people left in sympathy with other relatives .  

The reason given by zamindars as to why they evict 

a Hari are mostly two . 

( 1) Due to theft . 

( 2 )  Due to incompetency. 

However the other reasons are : 

(3 )  Refuse to do any Chher or Beggar. 

(4) Refuse to do specified fie ld operations . 

( 5) Refuse to cooperate with other Haris .  

(6 )  Maintain too many milch cattle and thus neglect 
the field operations . 

The reasons given by Haris as to why they leave the 

Zamindars are 

( 1 ) Change of land - when rotation comes.  
( 2)  Beggar and Chher - Free work - i£ bl1e3 Bo .  
( 3)  Cut throat abwabs - Perquisits . 
(4)  Less of grass .  
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Reforms : - Let us now work out the lines on which 

l egal protection should be provided to tenants and Zamindars • 

interests should be secured under the prevailing conditions , 

and not what should be the ideal one which at present moment 

will not be probable to put in operation. The broad outlines 

of the legal prote ction should be as under. 

(a) Guarantee  of possession of land so that Hari may 

make improvements . 

(b)  Units allott ed of a size which will insure use o f  

best possible farming practices .  

( c) More binding and enforceable contracts . 

( d )  More interest by Zamindars in maintaining the crop 

producing power of the land. 

( e) Insistence by zamindars upon better farming methods . 

( f) Supplying by Haris of sufficient working equipment , 

particularly live-stock, to insure his interest and to increase 

his responsibility.  

The prosperity of zamindar and Hari is interwoven and 

depends upon three principal - factors , 

( i ) The productivity of a land , 

( i i ) The efficiency and energy of Landlord . 

( iii )The ability and energy o� Ter.ant . 

These factors inter act each other. Therefore there is 
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a great need for improvement in order to assure the cultivating 

class- ' Hari ' - claim to the residual value o f  the unexhaustable 

improvements , and in the absence of adequate legislative pro

tection. The Hari will be exploited by zamindar as hither to , 

and deprived of the fruits of his labour. In fact in the absence 

of adequate protection, the Hari would not take to the improved 

methods ,  for he is too familiar with the Zamindar • s  habits and 

therefore would. rightly refuse to labour when he is sure that 

the fruits wouJ.d be taken away by somebody else . The guarantee 

of an adequate and effective protection to a Hari against the 

exploitation of the zamindar is an essential perquisite of 

agricultural reconstruction. Therefore the following measures 

in addition to above mentioned should be taken. 

( 1) The share of zaminear and Hari should be defined 

by law in different localities.  For this the empirical method 

of determining the divi�ion of farm - produce should be followed

The procedure consists in carefully listing, ( i) what the owner 

supplies , ( ii)  what the owner pays , ( i i i )  what the Hari supplies ,  

and ( iv )  what the Hari pays . Two complete lists should be made 

showing what each pays and supplies in details. Then taking 

into ccnsideration , depreciation, inte rest on investmei t ,  labour 

charges ( self and hired ) ,  out of pocket expenses etc . ratio of 

expenditure should be made and all thP, produce should be divided 

in that ratio . 

( 2 )  No deduction shall be made for any purpose whatsoever 
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from the common produce before or from Hari • s  share after 

Ba.tai . 

( 3) After the crop is reaped or picked the produce 

shall be kept in ' Khara ' ( threshing yard) fixed by zamindar 

for the purpose , provided it ia not at a greater di stance 

of  one mile or so from the harvested fie ld.  

( 4) Hari shall plough , level and clear the land 

to be cultivated by him with the aid of his own bullocks , 

and shall also remove the jungle . 

( 5) Hari shall provide the seed needed for the 

purpose and if  it is  supplied by Zamindar, some quantity should 

be recouped at the time of Batai without any int erest • 
. 

( 6 )  Cost of picking and reaping should be borne 

by both the parties in proportion to the share . 
( 7 )  Hari shall maintain the boundary marks , ' Banas ' 

( s ides ) and remove the weeds at his own expenses . 

( 8 )  There should be no ' chber ' and ' Beggar • , except 

in case of clearing the canals when zamindar should supply 

food at that t ime . 

( 9) There should not be any • seri • cultivat ion. 

( lO)No interest on the loans should be charged i:f' 

the amount is recouped at the time of Batai in the same season 

and only 6$ simple interest if it i s  carri ed forward. 

( ll )The Zamindar shall be entitled at t he time 

of Batai to receive the amount of loans advanced by �im, 
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arrears if any and other due s ,  in cash or kind , at the prevail

ing market rat e s .  HOvLver he shal l not subj ect Hari • s  share 

of produce to a greater deduction than its half in case of 

grain crop , in payment s of the amount mentioned above . 

( 12 )  I f  Zami ndar re ce ives any remission for any survey 

nu.rnbe r  or &p€ cial rebate of land revenue , his Bari who bas 

cultivated that number with due attent ion shall be enti tled for 

concess ion proporti onately .  

Basi s  for d etermining area for whi ch o ccupancy rights 

should be given, and ' Prote cted Tenant ' : - The area for whi ch 

o ccupancy right s should be given according to the nature of land 

e . g.  ( 1) Single crop in a year - Khari f  only , (Mostly non-barrage ) 

( 2 )  Two c r·ops in a year - Kharif and Rab i .  ( 3) Dubari crop land -

Kharif and Rabi on same area .  

It is observed that i n  non-barrage area that a Hari 

with the help of his  fami ly and a pair o f  bullo cks can cultivate 

about 12 acres , so in eas e one the o c cupancy rights should 

be given over an area which should enable Hari to cult ivate 

12 acres every year - mostly there is one crop only . 

In cau e  two Kharif and Rabi crops are raised on 

di fferent lands in the same year . Here it has be en observed 

that a Hari with a pair ofhis bullo cks and family can cultivate 

e conomi cally about 8 acres each s eason . so �c cupancy rights 

should be given ac cordingly . 
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In case thre e Khari f  and Rab i crops are rai sed on 

the same land , but the area under Rabi c rop is le ss due to 

the fact that all the soil doe s  not retain the mo isture and 

some late vari t i e s  who are harvested late . Here the o.ccupancy 

r i.shts should be given over such an area as to enable him to 

cultivate 8 acres in Khar:i.f and about 12 acres in Rabi - un irri-

gat ed crop there can cultivate more . 

A ' Pro te cted Tenant ' should be determined by the number 

of year he has served with tlle 11re sent zannndar or previous Zamin-

L"' 
dar provided the gap i s  not more than two years . In my opinion the 

number of' years should be restri ctec1 to 3 comple t e  years and the 

beg inning of 4th w i th the srune zamindar . If this is taken as t he 

bas is o f  protect ion that ac cord ing to the data about 7(Y'J., tenants 

w i ll get o ccupancy rights out right from the present Zami na ars 

only anc some more may get :t'rom the prev ious Zamindars . A zamin

dar can also give o c cupancy rights to a Hari who has not fini shed 

the qual i fying peri od , and once i t  i s  gi ven it cannot be taken bade . 

Why I have sugge sted 4 years , be cau . e  3 complete years 

o\ 
und er the exi ating conditions aElt1 ten�ure system zx in Sind is 

quite a substantial pe rioa to j ustify Hari$ worth and also this 

w i l l  inc lude maj or portion of the new I'enants-at-wi l l .  Prote ct ion 

i s  not ne ces sary fo r a Hari who has remainea more than 10 years 

with a part i cular zamindar. Jt' iratly be chuse there he has his 

already estab l i shed po s it i on and s e cond ly it wi ll include a very 

minor port ion of Hari s - ac cording to data colle cted about 10% 

o f  total numbe r o f Hari s . 
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C H A P T E R - VII . 

Conc lus ions . 

Due to the long establi shed position o f  Zamindars 

and the ec onomic condition of land cult ivating clas s , the 

zamindari system cannot be abo l i shed a ltoge ther at present. 

T he improvement ot land in any respect is b eyond the re sources 

of any cultivator and i t  i s  mos tly fear o f  evi ction which 

checks him from showing the results on rental lands . 

The cni e f  defence o f  landlordism is that , i t  suppli e s  

agri culturi sts w i th the capital . Zamindars should b e  the real 

l eaders of rural population and bring in science in Agr iculture , 

and enlightenment in rural life . The mere express ion ' Zamindar • 

should not frighten the land reforme rs .  A t  pres ent S indhi culti

vators must have landlords , they are poor, unorganised , illiterate 

and wasteful . '!' hey require leadership , financial help and want 

to be led at every step. However the main question is that the 

functions of land- lord must be performed and not only to enj oy 

the privileges . Landlord is to supply the pe rm nent capital 

and the tenant i s  to provide working capital . T he only thing 

required by tenant �t present is s e curi ty of Tenure and not the 

ownership of land . 

The general al leged causes o f  poverty o� Agri cultural 

class are , 

( 1 ) Low standard o f  Husbandry . 
( 2 )  ant o f  consolidation o fholding . 
( 3) Increase in the populat ion. 
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(4)  Scanty rainfall . 
( 5) Frequent mobility of cultivators . 

Out o f  all the se causes No . 2 ,  3 and 4 do not affec t  

0inahi Tenant-at-will , as the holdin,gs are big enough and 

he gets at least more than 4 acre s in a s ingle blo ck for culti

vati on ( generally a survey number is larger than 4 acre s and 

Hari gets at least one number) . AS regards number 3 cause ,  

the provinc e i s  very thinly populated , the density be ir.g 94 only, 

and therefore the population que st ion does not arise . In S ind 

84% of the land cultivated depends upon irrigation canals , thus 

the water supply is also we ll se cured . For mobility we have 

said before that the Tenancy legis lation is ne ce ssary . 

Now the only cause remains is the low standard of 

Husbandry which should be raised to improve the e conomic conditi on 

of Tenants-at-will in Sind. 

Agri cultural Husbandry i s  a very wide term and we 

do not want to go in details of it except to suggest broad out-

l ines . 

(a) Better implements should be used e . g .  iron ploughs 

instead of wooden one ; for sowing drill should be used instead 

o f  bro ad casting the seed and in ease of R i ce , transplanting 

should be followed . 

( b) Proper vari ety of seed should be used as suggested 

by the Depa.rtment o f'  Agri culture :from time to t ime . 

( c ) Levelling and weeding should be done . 



five , 

- 105 -

( d )  Crop planning should be stri ctly followed . 

The basic  needs of crop planning are essentially 

( i ) There should be an adequate supply o f  Food tor 

human be ings and desirable animals ,  and of improved variety. 

( i i )  Raw MR terials fo r the industries should be 

developed and introduced to guarantee the internal supply. 

( i i i )Material should be produced to supply Indian 

markets which may be easily available . 

( iv) Tbe fertility of the so il should be maintained . 

(v) To distribute the man and bullock labour as 

evenly as poss ible throus;hout the year. 

- - - - � - - -0- - - - - - -
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GLOS...:.ARY OF SINDHI WORDS. 

Abwabs 

Amin 

Batai 

Beggar 

Bob 

Bosi  

Chher 

Dera 

Dharwai 

Dubari 

Hari 

Kamdar 

Kangtar 

Karawo 

Kbara 

Kbat i 

Lapo 

Mo k.i 

Otak 

Palal 

Perqu i s i ts . 

Arbi trat or. 

D ivision .  

Free and forced labour . 

Handful . 

Land irrigated in Kharif but cultiva
ted in Rabi . 

Free labour. 

Threshing yard , and crop is shared 
here . 

One who measures grain . 

second crop raiaed on the same land 
in the same year. 

Tenant-at-will . 

Zamindar ' a  agent - mostly one of the 
Hari s ' . 

One who drives birds . 

watchman. 

Threshing yard. 

Clearance . 

Levy - charged by Tapedara ( L . R . 
Colle ctors ) from Zamindars . 

Flow .  

Guest house .  

stalks o f  rice crop. 



Pir 

Rasai 

Sailab -

Seri 

Shikari -

Wahi 

Zamindar-
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Religious Head . 

Entertaining O�fi cers. 

Natural Inundation. 

Land cultivated £ree of charge . 

Hunter. 

watchman. 

Landlord . 

- - - - - -0-- - -- -
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