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INTRODUCTION. 

----: 0 : ----

'l'he Bombay Pres;deucy has swallowed Sind since 83 yeare. It had 

nearly digested Sind when the inhbitant.s of the latte1.-:revolted a11d 

dacided not to allow the Presiaency to annihilate their ;moth1::1•land. 

Sind has besn ruined, beyond t.];e least shadow of doubtr on account of it.s 

unnatµral and compulsory anne.xtion to- :Bombay Presidency. lf Sind hi 

not separat~d soon it will be ruined in all spheres of life. 

It is therefort- a paramoirnt duty of all true sons of the soil of 

Sind toma'ke every sacrifice to liberate their m~therlana from the bondage

to which it hu.s heen forcibly subjected, and remove t.he dhad\'·antages in 

which it has tht~ boon placed. This is, however, not the time when a 

c-0untry, to 1tehieve its goal, should re~rt to any other fo1·-0e but. that of 
' 

at.ppeal, reason and argument. We can not wa.ge "·ar with the Bombay pre• 

!lidtmcy and be up in arms ago.inst it. 'fhose old days have gone when the 

',°lution of every difficulty lied in the invincible bullet of the'muzzle-loading~ 

gun or in the sharp edge of sword. We cannot achieve freedom from 
~ 

th• yoke of the Presidency, wliicb though obviously strange and ali(tn 

to us, by t.aldng to any questionable or unconstitutional method, boweve1· 

disgusted we may be with it. Nevertheless, i• is 11> plain truth that tl1a cup of 

our sufferings has come to a brim. and the sooner the provinoial indepen

dence is resto1-ed to us _the better. To achieve thie piouB object t.lte coun

try etand1 in need of every kind of sacrifice on the part of its sons. It hi 

human natuM that :when a man is resolutely determined to t.tta.in tt 

cert&in object, nothing under the sky can come in his wa.y. He will 







SINO-A SEPARATE PROVINCE. 
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( Historical Evidence) . 



SINO: A SEPARATE PROVINCE 
Hl.storfcal Evidence. 

------:o:----

( 1) So far as history is able to show, Sind has all along 

remained a separate province under a Rajah of its own. 

In cases :when it formed a part Qf some Foreign 
~ 

Kingdom, Sind enjoyed full provincial autonomy, and the 

Governor of Sind used to be a separate one with his Head 

Quarter at Alore, Bra:hmanabacl, Mansur.a, Siwastan, Nirin· 

kot, Tatta, or Shikarpur. 

(2) Despite the fact that nothing is known a.s to what 

transpired in Sfod in the gap wich exists between the advent 

of Alexander the Great & the a~sumption of kingdom by Rai Dynasty, 

yet the fact that SinJ had always remained a separate Province has 

never been :challenged. The narrative of Alexander's voyage through 

lndus has been published iA the shape of .a bGok, compiled 

by the Commander of the AJeX.andariati fleet. The account 

givell by the author distinctly shows that even at that time 

Sind was an_ independent province free from the yoke ~f 

,Governor of any other province. This bears very strong 

testimony in support .of my contention. 

{3) The celeberated Arab Geographer Abu! Kassim "Ibn 

Khurda~a ,, who attained high office under the Islaamic Caiip.hs 

of l\'f ecca was employed to carry on top')graphical atJd 

g~ographiual researches in Asiatic Countries. In his book 



,. Kitabul l\fasalik w::1.l Mamalik.,, (Book of Roads and King

dom ) he desc1 ibes the Geographical po~idon of Sind as 

follows:~ 
. 

" Do.;ndary bet wean Persia and Sind is situated at Narmasira 

( N urmanshur vide sprengers routes ) which is at eight journeys 

distance. Sind has no resembJence vdth the other countries 

situated on the north or south of it. 

consists of the fo!Jowing provinces:-

The Kingdom of Sind 

Kirbun ( A Large town in l\fokrat,1 ) Mak.ran' Kan;lahar, 

Kasran c(a City in Sind) Nukan ( ~ town of Tus near Nishapur) 

Kandabil, Aran.bi! (These two towns are now within the state 

of Kashmir ) Kinnazbun, J{anbali, Sabhan, Sadusan, Debal , 

Rasak, Alor, VanLlan, Mu!tan, Sindan, Manda!, Salman, Sairast 

Karaj, Rumla, Kuli, Kanaoj, and Broach. All these COUN

TRIES WERE GOVERNED BY A HAKIM \VHO HAD HIS 

( SADAR MAQAM ) HEAD QUARTER IN DE.BAL, & 

A LORE,, 

This historic<il evidence conclusively proves that the va"t 

tract of land lying between Broach on the south, Kandabil 

(Kashmere) on the east and Narmasira (Persia) on the rorth was 

under the rule of one man who had his headquarter in Debal. 

The singnificance which Sind enjoyed at that time can therefore 

better be imagined than described. (The author of the book 

quoted above died in 300H. D. (912 A. D.) and naturally therefore 

his book must have been written earlier than that. And so the 

t:Vidence furnished by one ifousand years old book deserves 

great weight.) 
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(4) Fo!Towing remarka from AJmasudi's "Murujul Zahah,. 

are reproduced in support of my contention:-

"From · time immemorial Sind has remained under a chief of 

its own.,, 

Indescribing the geography of India the ancient Historians 

and Geographers have always excluded Sind from India and 

have referred to India and Sind separately, as wiH be seen from 

the following remarks of Al-Masudi:-

" India extends to the Side of m~untains to Khorasan, on the 

side of sea to Muhan where the boundary of the Ki9g<lom of 

Sincl is 5'ituated . ...................................... , .........•. '' There 
Prevails a great difference ,, adds Almasudi '' Of language and 

religion in these kingdoms and they are freq1,1ently at war 

with each other.,, .......................................... '' Balhara is 

the I\:ing of Kanauj who is one of the Kings of Sind.,, ......... 

.. .. .. ... •• . . •• .. . •. . .•. . . . .. . '' King of Kashmir has the name of Rai 

which is a genen.l title of all the I(iogs. Kashmir forms part 

of Sind.,, ............................................. ''La.nguage of Sind., 

concludes Almasudi:- "fa different from that of India.,, ....• ~ ...... 

.. . ....... ''Sind is the Country which is nearer the dominions of tht? 

Moslems. India is farther from them.,, 

The geographer whose remarks I have quoted above 

enjoyed a great reputation for his correct survey of the geogra

phical position of the countries in which he travelled. His book 

'' Marujal Zahab ,, The "Meadows of gold,, describes the state · 

of the countries, as they were in his age i.e 330 ( 1332A.H. ), 

Almasudi became, through this work of his ; the prototype of 
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all historians to whom they refer, and on whose authority they 

rely in the critical estimate of many facts which form the subject 

of their labours. His book, referred to above, is old by one thousand 

years. 

( 5) Sheikh Abu Ishak who received the cognomen of 

''/stakhri,, from his native city of Istakhr or Persepolis travelled 

through all the Mohomedan countries, from India to the Atlantic 

ocean. He has also described the bound_aries of the kingdom of · 

Sind in his book "Kitabul Aklim,, in a manner which proves that 

Sind e\1en 1000 years ago, when the author of the book vi.,ite<l 

India, stood aloof from the rest of India. He has given a map 

containing the country of Sind and the bordering lands. He 

states that ''from Saimur to Fambul, i11 Hind from Fambul to 

Makran, and beyond that as far as the bounderies of Multan all belong 

to Sind.,, ''Sind'. concludes the learned author of the "Kita.bul 

Aklim '' stan<ls by itself,, 

(6) In one of the Royal Libraries of Lucknow, there is 

a very old Arabic Manuscript writte:J A. H. 589 (1193 A. D.) 

( entitled '' Ashkalul Eilad ,, in which diagram of the country 

of Islam is given in the postscript. It containns maps and 

geographic~l description of several countries including Sind. 

Thi!! map has subsequently been reproduced in the lst part of 

Sir H. Elliot's history of India. In the original ·book 

the author states " I have placed the country of Sind and its 

dependencies in one map which exhibits the entire country of 

~ind. On the entire east of this tract there lies sea of" Fars ,, 
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tries subjected to it; to the north, the countries of Hind (India.)" 

'f. Subsequently about 400 years after the compilation of 

the historical books, cited in the pr~ceding paragraphs, one 

Rashidu1din w1·ote down a book on India & Sind entitled the 

''JAMIUT-TAW l\Rf KH" in which he descrihing the boundaries 

of Hind ( Tndia ), has alluded to Sind as a separaJe counlry. 

To quote th.~ author's own words , "Hind is surrounded on 

tl:ie east by Cheen & Machin, on the west by the country of 

Sind, and on the south by the sea. " 

8. All-IJri;.,i in hi~ book " Nuzharul Mushtak " which is 
.:> 

devoted to the description of the countries of Sind & India 

has stated that " Sincl has got a Government of its own. 

Mirman - name of a city - is one of the dependancies of (King

dom) of Sind like Debal, Nirun etc. Ma.mhal is situated 

between Sind & India. " 

A few pages Llown below the author has in the same 

·book recogni::-.ed, in more clear terms, the separate entity of Sind 

by stating:-

a 1'here i.~ no idvl in 

I1idia or in Sind which 

is mvre h?'ghly t'enera.ted " 

9. By repeatedly referring to Sincl and India sepa1·ateTy, 

the author has shown that both tht;se countries at that time 

stood aloof from each other. 

10. '' Chachnama " is a well-known historical book on Sind 

which has lately been translated into English by Mirza 
Kci.lichb~'~r. 

'-' 
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'.""I' " 

The First paJ, of the book describe the geography .of Sind as 

follows:-

" Chronicler~ and Historians 

have related that the city 

·of Alore ( a town on the bank 

of lndus, six Miles beyond 

S1.1kkur ) the capital of Hind 

and Sind was a large city 

adorned with all Kinds of 

palaces & villas, Gardens 

& grooves, reservoirs and 

Streams, Parterrs and 

flowers. This delighttul 

city had a King whose name 

was Saha,irai. The boundaries 

of his dominions extended 

on the east to K ashmere 

and the west to Makran~ 

on the south to the shores 

of the ocean and Debal, 

and on the t\or1h to the 

Mountains of ' l{aroan ,, 

This manifests the gr{"at imponance which Sind enjoyed 

at the time of the '' Rai Dynasty " so much so that according 

to Chachnama, Sind was the Capital of Hind ( India } - the 

vast tra.ct situateJ within the boundaries described above. 
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The account given in the Char.hnama demonstrates the great 

power which the kings of Sind wietded. 

11. ''Tawa.rikh Masumi" ( History of Sind,) gives an account 

of the kingdom of Sind ~nd its ruling dynasties from the period 

of Raja Dahar and the conquest of Sind by Arabs down to its 

incorporation into the Moghal Empire at the time of Akbar. 

During the whole period covered by this book Sind has remained 

under separate Rulers with their Head-Quarters at Alore , 

Brahmanabad, Siwastan, and Thatta. " 

In the pre-Islamic period the Kings of Sind ruled over the 

whole of couatry which is now called "Northern India"-Punjab 

North-\Ve-t Fro:1tier1 Baluchistan & Kashmir. Ev,m after the 

conquest of Sind. by Arabs, it has remained ander separate 

Governors. 

Nowhere in this exhaustive history, is shown that Sind has 

ever been absor~ed by any other province •. 

12. So long as Sind was under the rule of the Ommayad 

and Abbasi Caliphs of Isla:n, it remained under a separate 
~ 

Mo,Jem Governor and never for a moment was it amalgamated

with any other Provi11ce. 

13. \Vhen Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni captured the fort· of 

Multan and brought the country of Sind under his authority 1 

he sent his officers to be Governors of Sind, with their head 

quarter in Sind. 
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14:. After Mahmud's death the " Government of Sind " 

( to use the words of " Tarikh-Masumi " ) devolved upon 

Abdul Rashid Sulatan-Masud. He was the ruler of Sind, till 

SUMRAS raised a man of their own tribe to the throne, and 

threw off the yoke of Masud's obedience. For the interval 

which existed between Mahmud's rule an<l the assumption· of 

the throne of Sind by . Sumras, Sind had a separate ruler. 

15. The ~UMRAS were ind~pendent " Kings of Sind" 

and so the kingdom of Sind remained intact for the long time 

that they ruled. 
~ 

16. SUMRAS were succeeded by Summas who too conti-

nued to be independent Rulers of the country of Sind. 

17. After the authority of Summas was overthrown by the 

Arghuns, who invaded Sincl in 616 A. H., the king<lom of this 

province remained a~ it was in the days of Sur1wa~. 

18. \Vhen the country of Sind paqsed into the hands of 

the Emperor Akbar ( \Vh•) was born in Sind ) he kept a 

separate Governor, and for all the time that Sind remained 

a part of Moghui' Empire, it continued to have a Governor 

'of its own. 

rn. Besides, Sind wa<> ruled by Kalhoras and Talpurs 

whose ·capital was in Sind, and so until British conquered it. 

this country enjoyed a separate Goven1ment whether under 

.a Raiah or a Governor of its own . ., 

20. Even after the conquest of Sind by Sir Charles 

:-.Japier, it remai:1ed a separate province, and Sir Charles 
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was the first English Governor of this eountry. So long as 

Sir Charles held the .Governorship of Sind, it 'continued to re

main so, and after he relinq u.ished the charge, Sind was all of 

a sudden, without consulting the public opinion, &nuexed to the 

Bombay Presidency. 

21. The proof of the fact. that Sind was a. very important 

and a hb·hly civilised country eren 6000 years ago, is fnrnished 

by tlta recant discoverie~ m:\d~ by the Indian Archeologica.l D~· 

p trlim~nt at Ml)l:nn-jo-Dxco (Sincl). A country so advanced a.od 

s'.l civilised COllld never have 1 a b our e d under the· 
•) 

yoke of a Governor who m~y ha.ve remained eoo miles a.way from 

it, as it is today. And had it been so, Sind would never hava 

pros;>erdcl !\nd ~dnuiced to tlHt extent. 

22. In tbe preceding l!'.uagra.phs, I have brieflly traced 

the history of Sind fro:n 5000 years back down upto the BriUsh 

conquest and the Governorship of Sir Charles Napier. During 

this whole period, the historical record shows tltat Sh1d has 

never been unsurpe(l by any other province and it is re;i.)ly in· 

conc3iva.ble bow Btitish Government has deemed it right te 

=1llow tlie Bomb~tY Pr~sirlency to swallow Sind. 
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A CONTRAST. 

I. Eveu the w0rst opponel'!ts of the separation will have 

no hesitatieu in admitting that Sind has a.b~olutel y 1~othing in 

common with the Bombay Presidency. The union of Silld with 
Bomba,y h:is se1· 1ed to destroy the tradition!<, and cult me of 

Sind. In this chapter I will t.1·y te place before the l'eaders the 

great an'.l.1t1oiy and difl\m·mee that exists betwei!n these two pro

vin.ees which will automatirally IJl'OVe that Sind is .actually

rotting on aoeount of its having beon foi:tuitoo:-;ly wedded to the 

Bombay I:Jresidency without a valid consent. 

Geographic a!>d Climatic difference. 

2. In the previous chapter, I have adduced sufficient 

evidence to prove that Sind is quite distinct from llombay 

Presidency from historical viewpoint. Gei)graphically, Sind 

ar._d Bombay Pre-sidency are separated from eaoh ot ht:lr hy 

1-tsjputana and the State of Cutdi. 'l'he distance between hoth 

these component parts is 800 miles. In the dist.ribution of 

Provinces no such indHi'erence from Geographical point of view 

haa ever been shown as in the case of Sind. It is really inscrutable 

what prompted the Government to make t~!s amalga.matiott. 

Not only that but even climatically Siud is a contrast to the 
:Bom'hay Presidency. In winter when in Sind men actually die 

due to abnormality of cold, people in Bombay feel it comfortable 

t.a take night wa.lks and change their warm suits for silk 



ones~ Likewis!3, iu summ1~r wlwn the scorching heat of Sind 

makes oni3'~ blood boil, you have a very pleasirnt momonn, rain 

and breeze in J3ombny. In July and August when nights are 

ab9olnt0l,; hot :uh1 hellish in Sind and pf:'opla are actually ex

piring on acc)u n t 'malaria and other c'.:>ntagious desea!es, you

at Dom bay aud Po01~a foel as i1 you are in heaven. 

AGRIQULTURE • 

......-:o:~ 

3, Agtieultura.1ly, .Sinn has nothing in common with tho 
Hombay Presidency. The whole system of agripi,ilture is 

different. A. Bulletin has been published by Dr. liorold H. 

Mann Director of Agricultul'a, entitled "The Crop.s of Sind ". 
The whole bo0k is devoted to the information regarding the 

agriculture of Sind; This repm·t eon.. tains a pa.ssage which I 

quote below:-

" Oid off froot the 1·t:wt of f.he ~omba.y F1·eslde1wy 

by tlte clf!sert or by the sea, Sind d~fl'ers widely 

froni it in pkysiaal featiwes artd aUmate, (tS well 

as in languctge, dress, ar1,d •u.':!toms of the people." 
> 

In Sind it i:s the gi·ea~ river lndus which flood$ and fertlles 

tht3 f hin of Sid, w horeas in Born bay the irrigation is m:lde by 

rliiro~. Tho :e wlu are in Bombay Pl'esidency can not nti an · 
underatand. the agricultural, and irrigation problems of Sind, 

on account of the vast difference between the agrioult11ra.l and 

irrigation systems of Sind and theBomb~y Presidency proper. 



ETHNOLOGICAL AND OULTURAL DIFFERENCE. 

4. Sind is a distinot province. in life, hA.bits and dre:-:s. In 

the preJeding paragraph. I have reprodueed a. passage from Dr. 

Mann'1 ho1k wbfoh bears testimony to it. Even otherwise it 

is an open ro1eorat that the Sindbi life differ• widely fr'_)m that 

of the peopl1~ of the Presidency. 

Mr. _S?lyed Miran Mabomed Shah WM quite right when ha, 

in his N(?fta on the Sind separation remarked t~a.t :-

" The mode of life, d1•ess and habits of the people 

mlf> entirel,y different to those o.f tke presidency. 

Phr.l/ a-re mfJre akin to Bal11,cki.atan and Punjab 

tlum to Pr~silenoy." -

5. The H.oyal Statutory Commission, t)rdinariJy known as the 

Simon Commission, has recognized the· fact that Sind differs 

very much from the Bomb'\y Pr~sidency or, aooording to the 

Commission, from the whole of India in life and ~abits, although 

they have put it in the following language :-

" In1 its life ond cimlization Sind ·is nwst closel!J 

allied to J1•aq or Lfrabia tha1i to lndw ". 

Whether iu civilization it, as remarked by the Commissiont 

is allied to Iraq Arabia~ or, as opined by Mr. Miran Mabomed 

Shah, its life is more akin to Baluchistan, none says that so far 

as tb~se things are concerned it has any resem blence with the 

Bombay Presidency. 

6. So far aR dress is concerned, Sindhis clothe tbemselves in a 

WtiY which is distinctly different from that in other pa.rte 
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of the P1•e3idenoy. I would appe:il te tha re~l.det·s who have 

never had th'3 occasion to 3ee Sinrl personal,y not to form a 

wrong opinion by seeing Sindhis and Presidency p"ople both clad 

alike in the '.European dre~s. The \Ve·itarn ou.p fits every-ote 

and it dues not in any way vitiate the differnnce which fo faot 

exists 'between the genuine dress of Sindhis and the Presidency 

wallabs. 

Sinclhis put 011 a large tm-ba.n, a long shirt and a loose 

trouser of a pc.irtiouh r 1-Jtyle, whereas those who are in .Maha

rashtra-tb~ heart of the P1'0sidenoy-go bare-footed. In place 

of trouser they put on a piece of cloth, 
') 

LINOUISTtC REASON. 

7. The P1·ovince of Sind bas got a different language called 

"Sindhi", which is not spoken in any part of thi:, Presidency. 

In the whole area of 5:?,994 square miles, the entire population 

of 3,472,529 per~ons, inclusive the State ol Khairpur which 

enclofles an are1. of 6,050 square miles and a population of 

193,152 this langu,1ge is spoken. It.s alphabets are different, 

and it possesses a vast treasure of literature. 'l'he Sindhi poetryi · 
and particularly the poetical works or Shah Abdul Latif are ver1 

WE-11-known. 

8. In Ul20, the Indian Ncttional Congress had distributed 

the Provinces of the British India on linguistic basis. Ever 

since, Sind has been sending its delegates as separate from the 

Pr~sidency of Bombay. 



9. It nmy be alleged th3.t Sindhi is not spoken thr:.mgh

ont 8ind, 1Hwa11se in Upper Sind I<'rontier Balnchi~ spf1ak B.-iluchi 

hngnngf'. In Ubauro Division 0f the Snkkur District Jatki and 

Seraiki are ths common language~. These objet.:t.ion~ are 

absolutely fallacionR. Ja.tki and :Ba.luchi, Seraiki and such other 

hwguages are not languages in the proper sense of the wori. 

}'ir>itly they are spoken -by the people belonging to a pnrtiol.1lar 

tribt~ only and more over there is no literature, c-r script, 

in these langn·ig33 ~eoondly, this h.ngn:.tgl llfl.S been nuulded 

by corr~1pting different. 1:1.ngn~.g~s and mixing them np 

tng~ther. }'or im.tance, Sarai!d is spoli@n by those who 

are within the first f81v mile~ or the border of Siud and Pnrij:-tb. 
~ 

As they h,we n:> s,:ihools to imp'trt education in any Ltngu.age in a 

i<ght and perfect m:l.nner, t,hBy have mixed Sindhi and Punjabi 

together and to it they have given the n!lroe of " Se1·aiki ". 

n,Juchi i~ a .mixture of PJr.-,fan and Sindhi and is sp'>ken, though 

rardy, in the few f1~ontier talukas of the Jacobabad Distl'iot., 

a1thou;t;h those very people who spe;\k 'B:i.luchi 'are transacting· 

thdr business, carrying on correspondence in the common Sindhi 

language. Particularly, whfln thel'e is no script in these 

languag~s, it is very difficult; to place them in line with Sindh 

in the order of importance. 

10. Ap?trt from this, Sindhi i• ths Court langu•lg~ and thf., 

entire Govaminent ha,.,intiss is fra.,,sicted in it. In Civil and· 
Cdmi:ial Courts thd reunrd of Jndi ibl enquiries ·is rni.i.info.ined 

in Sindhi and it is in this lang,rnge that t,he depositions are ta.ken 

down All kind!! of decrees, orderf-, parw'Jnas, and process are 

iR~ued in Sindhi language. 



11. There i& quite a large rmmber of Sindhi newspapers 

which mahllain a high standard of journalism and are reputed 

for their e.xcellen t literary qualities. 

12. 11he importance of this language will be evident from 

the fact that iu Sind th9 education is imparted in the 'Sindhi' 

language. And there is a separate Sindhi text Committee on 

the Senate of the Bomb<ty Univer~ity. 

13. The Printing -Type founderies are manufacturing 

"Si'lclhi Type" for printiug purpose, and the be~t Sindhi typ~ 

is produeed in .Bnglaud and Germany and its consumptiol} is also 

very large. 

H. In tbe light of all thes~ cogent reasons I am sura there 

can he no t;rn opinions about the COi'i.'ectness of t,he view that 

Sind~i is au impor~ant hnguage ; it i'3 universally spoken 

in th_e length and breadth of the provinee; and the importance 

which this language enjoys calls for immediate separation of the 

p1·ovince in whi}1 ii; is spoken, from a Pre"!idemy which is alien 

to it linguisticall~ and has become au stumbling block in tbe 

devel(lpment of our language. 

DIPPER ENT SYS TE ft1 OP LAND. 

REVENUB AND IRRIGATION 

--:Q:---· 

15. 'fhe diff@rence which exists between Sind and the 

Born bay Presidency p1'oper, from the above viewpoint, has 

a.heady been manifested. The experience shows that the 

Memberia of the Bombay Legislative Council, in whose hands 

(j 



are lying the destinies of Siad, are not a.ble to understand the 

problems of Sind, as they llelong to a. different country aod know 

nothing about the local conditions, looal syst· ms of Land 

Revenue & Irrigation, and the local customs, usages, and feelings 

and aspirations of the Sindhis. 

16. Government had recognized this difficulty a long time 

ago, when they sent the whole of the Bombay Legislative 

Council to Sind to see for itself aud get first hand· informa

tion about, the Sukkur Barrage works. 

17< 1t is ~uite natural that the Pres:dency members of 

the Legislative Councilt for instance those gent1emen u·ho come 
from Shnlapnr, a distance of about eluven bmdred miles from 

Sind would not show any sympathy to Sind b0octuse they kuow 

nothing about this st.ep-child of cbis Presidency. 

18. Ur. 'Miran llahomed Shah Member Lell is la ti ve .... 
Council is quite right when be complains that:. 

"Phe g1·ieva.U:t18 of the people oft ind in. connection 

with the land Rei,enue and irrigatian matters do not 

invoke an/! sympathy in, the mind.a of the N01i-Sfoclld 

.J.11.em!Jers who at•e i1t majority in the Coun#il", 

19. l\Ir. P. R. CadelJ, t.he late Commissioner in Sindt who 

occupied the Commissionership for a loug time and bad gained 

suffitihnt experience about Siud has giv~n vent to bis opinion 

on this subject iu the following words:-

"Any correspondence on education, Engineering, and 

suah other subjects takes a very lcng time b~fore 

it is finall!J despatched, ,. 
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III. 

DIFFICULTIES 
AND 

DISADVANTAGES 



DIFFICULTIES ANO DISADVANTAOE.& • 
......_,: 0 : ............... 

DI.stance. 

1. Sind is at a distance of about eight hundred ntiles from 

the capital of Presidency, and is geo~raphicall1 1epir1.ted com

pletely from the Presidency by a wedge of Non-British territory

namely the States of Outch and Rajp-:ltana.. The distance which 
' 

prevail$ between Sind and the " Presidency proper " hat greatly 

hampered< the progress of Sind-which ha.¥ been receiving step

motherly treatment from the Bo!ll bay Pre~idEmcy. Fo1lowir.i~

reasons must be chiefly mentioned :~ 

(a) That the Ueads of all Depa.rtments are residiog 9ight 

hundred miles away, and are oon1equently unable to get tlrst 

hand knowledge about Sind. They are ignorant of the leca.l 
.( 

conditions of Sind. _ It may be contended that they are paying 

Tisits to Sind, but tha fact is that Sind "an not be h~uefitted by 

·the flying visit11 of the Bomb:t.y Heads of the Departments and 

the Members of the Government, who come in Sind for a week 

otily in the wliole of year. Tbese s~n'un eight days are a.lso 

spent in District Head Q·.t':l.f tar to.vns u!Hl iu giving iutervie\n 

to officials. It is a plaia truth that Sind ca.noot deriveany 

advantage from 8ueh tours which though v•r1 ooatly yet do 

no material good to Sind. 

(b) The various importiut problems cannot invoke aym- · 
pa.thy of Officials who are ignorant of the local conditions ; who 
a-re beyond the reach of people, and who are sitting in Bombay 
far away from Siad. 



-(c) On account of this dist~uoe th!:;re occurs iuoaloulable 

inconveni~nct:t llnd inexcusable delay in the d~cision of ev9rJ 

matter. It t~kes four days by Iit.ud t•r sea to reach th!:l c..~pit!\l 

if fllst Ra.Hw1ty s~rvice "r Mail .Boat is t;r1gaged. The immr· 

mountable difficmlty under which the country is labouring is that

mat:ters of very urgent nat.ure are no& deP.ide1 so soon a~ they 

111bould have been. 

It um be wo4·ih while quoting ihe opiniou of an expf>l'ienced 

Commis.;foner of this Province-Mr, l'. lt. Cadell C.S. r.. tC.S .. 

-on this point. Ht~, in his speoch on tho eve of th~ Sind dinner, is 

-reporbd to have said~-

" Tke woht u more and7, tnat•e hein,g done 

t4rwgk a Government, wkick however friendly, 

is situated aevernl lnuidred miles ftway. A.nu 

c01·r~spondence on, education, engineerit1tg a1id 

suck Qther subjects takes ~ very long time 

before it u finally dupoaed of. The depart .. 

men.ta wh.ick deepl1J ejf ect tke trade of Sind, · 

tmclt as the raUway11, the contract of! the P<»-t, 

the customs, and the sttlt department m·e now 

administrilted by the Goverrtmeiit of !ndia. 

Possibly a more di?·eot appro•clt to tluA-t Govern. 

ment tkart through a distant local Governmfmt 

would he desirable. 

This ~ie\\I' of Mr. Ca.dell i~ endorseii by tha Rt>Yii.l Indfan 

Statutory Oommis!lion which ha!t on pa;:e 08 in tbe ht volumrJ 

··of its repot't, opined;-
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" The ordina1·u method by wliiolt, whether f 01' 

tlie piwpoaes of business 01· Gonernment$ one 

passes between Bombay and Km·aohi the PO'f't of 

Sind is by Gea. Railwa11 communication involves 

a long detour, usuallu via LaliO'f'e ". 

A MENACE. 

-:o:---

(2) The Commissioner in Sind Ac.t, of 1868, has 

made the administration very autoora:tic and has invoked 

resentment in Hindu and MoEilem public of Sind alike. It con· 

fers upon the Commissioner-in-Sind the powers of Local Govern-
< 

ment which is negation of the Montford scheme of_ lteforms. 

The people of this Province have been clamourfog that the 

powers of the Commissioner in Sind tind~r the said delegation · 

Act should l:;e withdrawn apd he should be placed on the same 

footillg with the Commissioners in the Presidency. 

3. On the occasion of the visit of the Ri~ht Honourable :Mr. 

M(Jntague, .a special session of the Sind Provincial Conference 

was held and a deputation was appointed to place before Lord 

Chelmsford and Mr. Montague a memorial in which, among 

otper things rela~ing to reform, it was strongly urged that all 

the extra powers conferred on the Commissioner in Sind should 

be withdrawn. This deputation WHS headed by the late Honour

able Mr. Harchandrai. The very question had been taken up· 

in the year 1920 by the late Honourble Mr. G. M. Bhurgri who 

had the support of all the educated Sind Hindus. 

4. The representation which was made to the Right-
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Honourable- }fr. Montague on behalt of the special Sind 

Provincial Conference ruus as follows :-

'~The Government of 8ind has for the la.;t seventy 

years been, in effect an unqualified autocracy, with all 

the disadvantages characteristic ~f that system. The 

Commi~sioner in Sind, deriving his numerous powers, 

pattly, by the unconstitutional po,vers of successive 

inheritance from his aneient pred0 cesBor, Sh• Chatles 

Napier tne First and la~t Governor of Sind, mainly, by 

by the frequent delegation to him of numerous powers 

of Local Government by the Governor of Bomb'iy in 

Council, under the Commissioner in 8ind's titct V of 1886~ 

and recently by the specific resenation to him, in later 

a.et!!!, of.powers else-where r 3served to the Governor in 

Council, has to~day become,· in most respects, a Local 

Government itself, without the check of an :E}xecutiv& 

Council". 

''This concentration of exceedingly wide powers in the 

h°a.nds-of one man, without the simultaneous replacement 

of control by th~ people for eontrol from above, has 
naturally resulted in the creation of despotic adm.inis· 

tration in Sind. We f~el that the vesting of practically 

the entire Governtneut of a large 11ub province in the . 

hands-of a single individual leads to the operation of 

per.sooa.l opinion and predilections, and :fluctuation in 

policy, involves the risk of the- misuse of powers an<t°" 

militates against the processive liberalization of the ad· 

miniatra.tion. This elect is felt not only in the !)ep~rt-
4 



ments in which he has·practfca.lly final control, but 

even on tho1e matters, in which, while, techliically, he 

possesses no gr.,ater powers than the Ordinary Divisional 

Commissioner, he yet has a gr.,ater voice and influence''. 

"'Ve also feel convinced., that by the present arrange-

ment Sind is being practically denied the benefits of 

Government by the Governor in Ccuucil. Questions 

which, in the case of other dirisions of the Presid2noy, 

after passing through th" hauds of the Divisional 

Cc,mmil.4sioners, undergo elaborate cdticism in the 

Bofllbay Secretariat, pass the close scrutiny of one of 

the Members of the Executive Council who is conscious 

of his responsibility as a member of Government and 

whfob, sometime~, ever run tbu gauntl~t of a dehata in 

the Executive Council itselt, are, in the case of Sind, 

disposed of practically fi.na.lly~ by the Commissioner in 

Sind, whose decisions at•e uninfluenced not only by the 

restraint due to the existence of a hi~her body with 

ttevisionvl powers, but also by the pressure -0f puhlio 

opinion in the province". 

"}'urtber, m~like th~ other divi;ions of the Bomba.y Presi" 

dtmcy, Sind not being under the direct administration 

of the Government of Dombay, is cle_prived of the binafits 

of the statesmanship, liberality, sympathy 11.nd htoa.d 

-outlook <'f a man trained in the public life of England 

and th~ open mind@dness and treshnes!I of view of a new 

oomer to India The administration of those, who, as 

in Comm isf!.iGner in Sind, hold sway over the affairs of 
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this Province, is on the other hand, characterized by 

· the irresponsible and hureaucratio spirit with which 

their long oflicfal career imhuses them. Sind also 

keenly feels the degradation of her position in being 

·ruled by a Civilian Commissioner, wherf'as the other 

-divisioos are directly under the Governor of Bombay 

-in counoU." 

"To tn.ke another instance~ the control. at present 

-exerci•ed by tlte CornmiElsioner in Sind ovel' the J udioiai 

.Admiuistratioo of the Pr,ovinoa, not only by the po-.ver 

of appointing Subordinate Judge, hut also by v~rious 

-other powers under the Sind Courts Act XIV and o:f 

other en"ctments, reduce the status 11f the ,Judicial 

Commissioner's Court and weakens its indP.ptrnd~nce." 

"'l1he Ravenus administration:of tho Province, almost 

exclusively under the ftnal eontrol of the Commissioner 

in Sind, has for years been rega.fded by p~ople as A.lmost 

.illiberal and is carried on in disregard of the eJtisting 

rights of the Zamindars. The land revenue code of 

1879 has, in Sind, been modified br the 'special eircula1·s' 
issued by tbe Commissioner in Sind. The i'Qmition , 

rult>s framed by him are in conflict with the pr~noiples 

laid down by Lord Curzon in bis famous resolution 

on the su bj~ct and 'ignore the higher cost o:f cultivation 

a.nd clearance in Sin d." 

.,What your memorialists regai·d as an aggravation or the 

whole case, is the absence of any attempt to differentiate 

between the delegation of criminal and revenue powers; 
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and, in holding the view, that anything which. affect& th• 

life :rnd liberty ef the people should not be ibe subjeet 

of delagatien by f:)Xecutive order. Your memQ•falillits are 

@upported by CQmpetent official evideaee tendered befor& 

the Royal Commis&iion upon decentralization in. India. 

Exteusive powers of Loeal Governmilnt have been con-

ferr"'d on a.J single irrespon~iible Qffieial in Simd both 

under the Criminal Procedure Code and tke :Bomhav 

District Police Act of 1890." 

" Withdrawing his own responsibilUy for the direct 

Administration of Sinli, the Governor of Bombay in 
( 

Couneil leaves it te the Commissioner in Sb1d t& enquire 
into _and satisfy the needs and requirements of the 

Province. These are but few of ~he ma11y instances of the 

di8advantages sufrered. by the people of Sind as a result 

(lf the present irresponible system of Government pre

vailing in the province,,. 
(ends) 

'l'he .Bombay Prrvincial Committee which collo\">orated wUh 

the Royal Statutory Commi!'<sion bas opined on this subject 

as Ulider:-

' "We are of ~pinion that the special powers which the 
Commissioner in Sind at present enjoys under the 
Commissioner in Sind's Act, 1868 should be done (away 

with, aud he should be placed in the same posiiion as 

Divisional Ccmmissioners in the l'Ast of the Presicfoncy ... 

Sind is labouring under the despotic r!?le of tlle Commis'siener 
,.,hioh has made every officer however; small bis positio• is 
-.art outocra.tic. The Legislativ-e Council does not dir.etly. wield 
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any i»fluenae on the Government of Sind, because the questions 

asked in tke Council take a. '1t»nsiderably Ion~ time to ha 

answered and an always non.committal and evasive. 

POLl~E TYRANNY 

-:o:----

The Polfoe Tyranny in iind is an admitted ·faet. The 

Sind Mabomeda.n Association had T@hemently critieised it in the 

course of th11 a.Jd.reH given to His Exeellency tbe Governor of 

B@mba.y in Novcm1~er 1921. The said address of the A~$eciation 

reads as f~Uows: 

"Ana in dealing with th@ P1Jlice miiht we respectfully 

submit that eerruption and tyranny amonc the polio• of 

this ProYiaee. have inereased beyoad all bounds, -.nd we 

feel it our duty to ~rin~ to Yonr Excellency's notic• 

th~ stern fa.et that 11_nleis the drastic measures a.re ta.ken 

to put a. stop to it, tlt& General Administration of the 

Pwfince will be serioasly hampered. The public of 

Sind are waiting to come forward to help by expo~ing 

flagrant instances of this, but they require a definite 

lead from the Government to l!lhow that there fa a real 

desire and determiaa.tion to put a dop to it". 

Corrtitptions prevails extensively in !ind which is dne tc the 

fact that ~intl is not directly under any Legislative Council 

through which tha publio may b~ able to remove this evil 

by puttini interpella.tions and movi11g adjournment motion&.· 
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Tkere 11 a. 1reat di1c~ntemtment among people on this a.ccoun•, 

and tll• oaly Hmwd7 II.a in th• separation· of Sind and plaoing it 

under a 10pa.rato Legislative Couneil. 

KARACHI PORT: 

Difficulties In the development of. 

---:o:---

The development of the Port of Karachi has been greatly 

hampered on account of the Province being under a Govemmant 

which bas been gi\l'ing step-motherly treatment to Sind. From 

ceographical point of view the Port of Karachi enjoys gr ... at 

im portanoe. 

'l'be Statesmen of Calcutts wrote. in 1857 ;-

°K11rrachee, situated in the mouth of Ind us, is fast ad van• 

eing ia prosp•rity and into notiee as a sea port. lt will pro

bably soon be known as the first in the Empire, being 

•uperior to Calcutta, Mad1·as, ~r even, IJomha!J. In a 

commodious harbour &Bd safe anchora.ge, it will. become 

a depot fo~ ~he eommerce ( exl>ort and impert) of all 

Nor,bern India anfi Soinde with Europe." 

The first Jforopea.o who Tisited Sind in the first decade 

of the nineteenth century-namely Sir Henr1 PC1ttingar bas 

Hferred to Kara.chi as follows :-

" Of t.he harbour of Karachi I have alwa1s ba.i 

the hii'hest opinion.,, 



n will not be out of place to quote the opinion of Sir Justia 

:Sheil, expressed b1 him ia 1850 :-

·•It o~n kardl7 be doubtful that Karachi is destined 

to lle the great arsenal of th_e Panjabaod Korth Western 

India -- perha.p<J ~he emporium, and even the real 

capi•al of British India". 

Colonel Jacob. Aotinc Co•missioner in S•nd, ia April 185~ 

· re1()rted to the Government of B.:>mbay the· following facts 

-about the Port of Karachi :-

"The Pligrims from the coulliriss on oul' Nvrth West 

lforder ell route to Mecc11, and $ther holy cities, "would 

supply traffic to tha railw111 and steam flotilla, and iu· 

crease the intereours~ alr€ady e@tablished bet.ween 

Kurn.chi and the ports of the persia.11 gulf." 

"From Sutlej. to the Ox us, whum~r wishes to com-. 
municate with any place be3or.d the s.a, muat- pass 

through. Kurrache9. It occupies a p<>siticn eearcely 

less favourable to commerce tha.n th11rt of Alexandria.". 

·" Kurraohee", says Thornton. "ia a position of very 

greai imp•>rtance, whether rega.rded ia & ~oromercial, a , 

.political, or a military point of view. In a. commercial 

point of vif;'lw, it may be defioed t.be gate of Central 

Asia, and is likely to become to India what Liverpool ia 

to England ". 

" H ltas been offici1'lly report.ed th14t l\OOQmmodatfon 

exists for tlte recept.ion withla the harbour, at the same 

thee, of 20 Skips of 800 tons (and aay number of 
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smaller craft). The climate ef Katacbi_is cool in pro

portion to its latitude ; and under :British auspices, the 

town must specially become a most important place" 

"Kurrachee, then, is not 01'1ly the natural port d Scinde, 

but also of the Punjab and Central Asia.; and the 

Scinda railways whieh connects it with permane~tly 

deep water in the Ind.us at Hyderabad, is only the first 

link in that cha.in of improved commuuioation which 

must at no distant period coanect Peshawar, on the 

borelers 0f Afghanistan, with the Sea." 

Mr. James Walker L. L. D, F, R. S., was deputed by the· 

Court 0£ Dirl:'ctors of the Sind Railways to examine the 

surroundings of the· Karachi Port and the plan of its possible 

developmenc.s, in the year 1857. In the course of his report Mr. 

Walker ha.s stated that :· 

"Karachi is capable of being made an excellent 

harbour and there are· no verjf great Engineering or 

other physical difficulties te contend within making it 

~mch. To be the near@st point to Eur©pe of all our 

Indian possesses 1dons, is important in many points of 

view, but m 1re es peofa.lly with : refer~nee to the 

"Euphrates Valley Route", and every remark relative 

to the direct Communication of K:uach1e with Suez 

h equaUy, if not more applicable to that with Bussrah, 

as m1terially reducing the sea voyage from 1'.ndia. 

Hi' her to beyond the placs of the electric chain that 

spans the Empire, Karachee is destined, ere long, to 

b 0 come the chief seat of the telegrsph in India". 
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"I have elsewhere remarked that Kurrachee is not only 

the port of Indus and Central Asia, but, from its 

geographical position and other advantages, a.ppears 

destined to become, if not future metropolis of India, 
' 

most certainly the second city and the European Port 

of that Empire". 

The following remark made by Brigadit\r-General Jacob

o. B. officiating Commissioner, in the middle of the nineteenth 

century is very import~nt ~-
I 

"Every increase in hcility and safety of transport will 

give fresh impulse to all native productions. The 

export of cotton, silk, wool, corn, oil seeds, saltpetre, 

- and Indigo, Madder, and other Dyestuff~, is capable 

of almost indefinite extension". 

'l'he significant feature of Karachi is that it·..is the nearest 

port to Europe. The distance between Aden and the following 

ports is as follows :-

Karachi to Aden 1435 miles. 

Bombay to Aden 1640 ,, 

The following observation made on Kaucbi,, as an Air an-I 

sea po~t, by Sir Montague ;_De. F. Webb in "the Karaehi 

Hand book and Directory" (1927~28) will greatly help the 

readers of this book in forming opinion ab@Ut the importance Of 

the p01~t of Kara.chi. 

"That Kara.chi will, in course of time, be the Chief 

Central Art Port of th~ British Empire has long been 

obvious to all students of the world's Ai:r Route between 
12 



west and east, vide the rough, sketch map of the old 

world reproduced on the opposite page." 

"The fact that not only English, but also French, Spanish, 

Dani5h, Portugues, American and Austrnlian aviators, 

have called at Karachi recently, bas attracted the atten

tion of the whole world to the geographical and other 

advantages enjoyed by Sind's capital; and great develop-

ments may ba expected in .the near future." 

" In the world of com-merce all'l shipping, these advan

tages have been recognized for over half a century, i. e. 

from<the days of Sir Charles Napier; and the history of 

the Province and. Port has been one long struggle to 

convince first the Government of Bombay, then the 

Government of India, and lastly the Imperial authorities 

in Great Britian, that capital extended ou tha develop

ment of the harbour and its Hinterland (Lbe latter by 

perennial canals and adequate Railway servfoes), would 

asmredly yi~ld the handsome of returns, n:Jt unly in 

money, but also in every other way that a rapidly 

multiplying population would reasonably desire. 

Particulars 9f those development will be found in later 

chapters of this handbook." 

"Kara.chi t~e capital of Sind, "the port of Punj t b", ·'the 

coming Liverpool of India" and some da.y "glory of the 

East,, (to reoall ~ir Charles Napier's affectionate part

ing words) is at present a town of about 217,000 in

habitants, located ttu the Fringe of Lagoon of the 
13 



Arabian Sea., on the North West Coast of India, and 

within twonty miles of the Frontier of Baluchistan." 

Now, it is highly painful to observe th:-tt this pe>rt ihas bdan 

utterly neglected, on account of its being tiituq.ted in an unfor

tunat~ province which has lnen deprived uf it~ right of having 

a separate Government. The following passage, from the 

address presented by the Karachi Chamber of Commerce to Lord 

(then Sir George) Lloyd b,te Governor of Bomb9,y demonstrates 

the feelings of the i:ublic on ~he subject :-

In February 191V;;when weleoming 

Your Ex1elltwcy to Kara.chi for the 

first time we ventured to rnt forth · 

. , . •t t m flxpuc1 , erms the matters 

wherein we felt that Sind andthe Port 

of Karachi have been grossly neglec

ted. Some of the ma~t'c:\fS have ba<m 

the s1.lbjects of representations from 

this Chamb@r to Government for 

nearly a quarter of century without 

much result.'' 

To sum up, Sind has a reason to complain that .dev~lop

ment of its port - the most important one in the whole 

India - has been neglected, wnich is due to the fact that Sind 

has lost its entity and exisbnce because of its having been made 

tQ merge into a Presidency which is separated fr0m it by a dis-

.tance of 800 miles. 
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would In co:nclusion I like to quote the views of Seth Haji 

Abdullah Haroun, l.fember hdian Legislative Assembly in 

this eonnection", 

" The present capital of the province· 

'the city cf Kara.chi possesse~ one of 

the finest ports in this country, and 

has a great future before it. With 

complete autonomy in the province, 

we will be in a position to make an 

effective demand for the direct ar

rival of the English Mails at 

Karachi, which is a nearer port to 

Europe than Bombay. The C'Jmmer· 

cial interests of the province will 

thu3 be gre;.1.tly promoted. No doubt, 

Karachi at present does not po~sess 

the shipping facilities of Bombay, 

but Bombay was not built in a day. 

It has grown slowly to th1::1 present 

stature, and it is the arrival of the 
' 

English Mails at Bombay that has 

largely r.:ontt'ibu.tf!ld to the develop

ment of th/.l.t port. ;.ihere can 

be no doubt that Karachi will 

also make rapid strides in this 

direction, and will he able to beat 

in the near future all that Bombay 
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is proud of today. As a result of the 

Sukkur Bilrrage, and the various 

schemes of the Punjab, Karachi 
is· d • s d n e d to be one of the 

most important places of export in 
India. Further an autonomous Sind 
will also be able to obtain a direct 
rout" from Karachi to l>elhi by 
Rail. This wUl enable this province 
to capture the trade of the most im
portant parts of country". 

ROADS AND COM1'1UNICATION.S 

NEOLECTED. 

----: 0 :.,.....-

It has been a co.istant complaint of Sind"tbat its R,oad11 and 

communications have bee:n neglected. The Sind Mohamedan 

As8ocfa.tioil has been every year conveying this complaint to the 

Governor of Bombay. Even io the la.at. November the Sind 

:Mahomedan Asse>ciation made \he followinr representation to 
the Governor of Bombay:-

"Your Excell en cyl will, as the tour of 

Sind is made, see thd our Province 

is more wretch~dly urved with road, 

than any other Province in India. 

We know that the natural conditions 

~r~ very diferent ftom ot;her area9, 
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but this does 1.1ot do away with th.e 

established fa.ot that Bomb1y Govern

m~nt have sadly neglected us in this 

respect. The setiousness of the 

situation was recognized very strong-

11 during the ercent floods ; at a time 

when speedy transporation facilities 

were necessary, the officers and relief 

work9rs found that roads were non

existent. When tne Barrage seheme 

comes into existence, the problem of 

roads will force its way to the fore." 

Not only that, but the Karachi Branch of the Europeal\ 

Chamber of Commerce has been making persistant appeals to 
Bombay Government for the constructions of the new Trunk 

oa.it and improving the existing ones. In the representation 

which the Chamber made to lhe _Governor· of .Bembay it drew 

His Excellency's attention to the following immediate need of 

Sind. 

(a) Better utilization of the river lnd11s for the irriga.ti~.n 

of Siad. 

(b} Additional and improved Railway communications-

between Karachi and Bikanir, Ra.jputana and U. P. 

(o) The oon•truction out of Provincial ReTenue ofTrunk 

Roads in Siad~' 

la aaother address the Chamber has complained that :-
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"Throughout Sind, wifih the extitip· 

tion we believe of a few miles, there 

are no Trunk Roads maintained out 

of provincial revenues aad it is im

possible to proceed outside the 

Municipal limits of Karaohi in any 

vehiele except a eountry cart." 

This is the co~dition of Roads and communications which i11 

due chiefly to the fact that Sind fa the "Cinderella" of tha 

.Presidency, and of the Governm~nt of India. 

EDUCATION. 

The education has tremendously suffered on account of this 

· combination. In the whole of Province there is not a. ~ingle 

Government Colle!e· The attitude of the Bombay Government 

towards eu:t Primary as well as Secondary education, bas befm 

· unencoura.ging. A study of the statistics will show the.t the 

1/ ussalmans of Smd who form 3/•th of the whole population ~l'o 

·very much in th!I) rear, even in Priman education and -no 

_impartial investigator will come to any other conclusion than 

·-that, we have not been given our fair share Gf educational atten· 

tion. Aoeording to the annual rPport of the Director of Public 

iafermati•n, only about Sf. of Mussalmans in Sind have beneftt,. 

ted eYen by Primar7 Education. The Auxialiary Committee 

on Etlueation, ordinarily known as Hartog Co nmittM 
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ha!! depicted a painful picture of backwardneH of Sind in 

Education. . A large part of the report is devoted to tlle 

lamtmtations on the unfair treatment meted out to Sind 

in rt:spect of Educational grants and encoura.gemeat. These 

are in a nut-shell some of the disadvantages a.nd diftieultie& 

which can never be overcome until Sind is placed under a 

separate Government which may devote its entire attention to 
the betterment of this provincij. 
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IV. 

, 

PUBLIC OPINION 



PUBLh: OPINION. 

-:o:..--

There is a strong public opinion in favour of Sini s~p:\la• 

tion, so much 110 that th• people of the whole of Ind~a lQOk 

forward to it anxiously. This question has achieved all India. im

portance and no con!titution worth the name will be acceptable 
-

to the people of India, until and unless the demand for 1epara-

tion of s'ind is _concedeJ. Almost all the responsible and re· 

presentative, Public Bodies, PubUc men, Patriot11, Politician~, 

and newspap~rs ha.Te stron!?ly advocated ibis c>ause. 

111 order to give an idea of _th• public feelings on tha 

aubject1 I would like to give below 1ome of their re10Jutfons and 

@pinions in this regard. 

1. The First Commissioner of Sinci, after Sir Charles Napi .. r 

relinquished the charge of GoTtrnorship cf Sind, appears to ban 

iirat ef all strongly opposed the amalgamation of Siad with 

Hombay Presidency as will be eviden~ from the. trend in whiob 

he communicated with the Imperial Government 011 the 
1u.hject. 

2. On aeoouat of lack of edu<'ation and want of public· 

~pinion thfs unnatural amalgamation did net create open publio 

-eppesition in the beginning and it was fer the :tlrst tim• in 1913-

J. 7 7ears •go-that thi1 Cf Uestion engaged pu9lic attention. Tile 

Il•nourable Mr. Ha.rohandrai C. I. JI., Member Imperial Council 

iu his addr01s as the Chairman Reception CommiUee all Iniia 



.Nation&! Congress, Karac'9i, had referred to thi"' 111lljeet in th!f' 

following words :- "On the-conquest of Sind by .the Briti1n in 

184.3, it was administflred as a separate Province with Sir 

Oharles as its Governor. After bis dep!3.1·ture in 18:1i7, it WM 

annexed to tbe :Bombay Presidency and still continues to be so, 

although in several matters the Commissioner in Sind unlike the 

Commissioner of th$ other Divisions, of the Presidency, hl\s b;,ea 

invested with the powers of ·the local Government. Still the 

Province possesaes several geographical and ethnological oha.rao

toristics which give her the hall mark of a self-oontained terri-

· torial uoit." 

3. Again, in the years 1917-18, the depu.tatJon of the Sioi 

Provincial Conference waited. on the Right Honou.ra.bltt late Hr. 

Jrloatagu.e the then Saereta.ry of State for India,· and His Excel .. 

'lency Lord Ohelmsford the then Viceroy of India, with a re .. 

_presentation on behalf of the people of Sind in which they have.. 

alluied to:this question in tb~ following wor<ls, io para 10 ol 

their repres~ntation :-
" The memorialist1, therefor~ venture 

to place before you, _Sirs, t\teir firm 
-

conviction, that if the introducti~ 

of Re!pon1ible Government in Indie. 

i" to baYe any reality for the three 

and n. half million Indians, who have . 
lived, for over 70 years in Sh1d 

under a more autocratic system of 

_Administration tban perhaps pre~ 

v&ils in any other province of India, 
2 



· except tlfo M.Hitary ·Provinces; it ,itii · r 

· absolutely ·~ssentfal that, ·until cir-· 

cUrotJtaitce~ · 'beconie· ripe· ,.for · the 

elevation of Sin1 to· the position,. •f 

an 'Independent Province, with a du'l7 1 

. res'porisible .Executive Council' and I. 

Chartered High Cohrt. 'the Adminis

tratj.oa ·of the· affairs of our' pt'ovin"-,:· 

should~ for the· time'being~ be'plaeed 

I directly'. under. 'th~ i Gbvilrnor of. 
:Bombay ln Council, and all enaet

ment1 and mea&QJ:\es, w1hiqh. relate t0; 

the . delegatJol\ : . of powers t«? ... ~ho r 

Commi•1doner:-in-Sind., . be ~o ~me~~· 

ed. or , replaced , a.s . t,o place the 

Com:missipn~r-in-Sind,. _,-o~ the $~1ll:~u 

fpotin; · ~s .. other:·. '.D,~vh:io11L.~l1 

Commissio•erll, all the pow.ers. ~ .oo•;: 

ferr•d .on, the&~. la.,t-.r: 1 being ·.also re

h.ined. by bimt, Jmt ,n_o more. The 

,Governol' : of,_ Bo4i bay abould ~•ide 

;a.t Karachi. ,,dud11g ,·,. i.f•w :months pf 

,th., yea.r,:; antl t~e, mell),be:r,1 . of. the 

Ex~cutire Couiwn ;:sJlo.ql,d_ : Tisit th., 

,P!oyi~oe mor~ fJ{t~uen,t11 .t.Jian heH

to-fore and at leal!!t one cf the session• 
: . ; •. ; i' : i. : -~ ~;. t' ; ':.t ' • ; • 

of the Bombay Legislative Ootincil 
.. :·.~ · 1·~1~··· 1·.,-.!~ t•-n~.·-~1;. ... : 
1ihould be held at Karachi eTer1 



-
It may be noted that in the preceding two notes they have 

not directly pressed for immediate separation of Sind because 

on one hand the public opinion was not so advanced and strong 

and on the other it was not the time then for tbe re-distribution 

of Provinces. They h~ve made a briaC refere:we, to the hard· 

ships under which the Province was labouring and they have 

started with describing the anamoly which existed between the 

.Bombay Presidency and the province of Sind and by demanding 

the divestion of the Commissioner-in·Sind of the spacial powers 

enjoyed by him under the Commissioner~in-Sind Act lf568. 

4. The Indian National Congress in its 42nd Session held 

in the end of 1927 passed the following resolution on the subject 

of Sind separation:-

'' This Congress is also of opinion 
that such re.adjustment of Provinc:is 

be immediately taken in hand and 
tha.t auy Province which demands 

such re-constitution on linguistic 

bases be dealt with accordingly. 

This Congress is further of opinfon 

that a beginning may be made by 

constituting Sind into a sepa~~te 

Province ". 

This resolutioB was proposed by Pandit Madan Mohan 

Malava.ya and was ac{epted by the followers of all Schools of 

thought. 

5~ The All Indi8. Muslim League bas adopted a very strong 

' 



resolutivn for the Sind separation. The fact tha.t the Muslim 

League has passed this resolution conclusively proves that this 

demand enioys the sympathy of seven Orores of :Muslim. In

habitants of India. 

G. '11he All ParUes Conference Delhi bas resolved on the 

question thus :-

(b) 'fhe Oonfe?ence is of opinion 

tha.t simultaneously with the in

auguration of the new constitution a 

:redistribution of provinces such as 

Andhra., Utkal, Sind, Karnatak C. P. 
Hindi and any other area demanding 

separation on a linguistic basis shall 

be undertaken, provided:. 

(i) That the separate povince 

sha.11 be financially ·self-supporting. 

(ii) That on, the scheme of 

separation being laid before the 
people of the area concerned, with 

it~' fi.na.ncial aspects, Ute majority of 

. the inhabitants favour the scheme 

· and express their readiness to bear 

the, financial re~ponsibility of the 

new arrangements. 

7. In 1926 when Indian Legislative AH&mbly and tlie 

Council of State were in session at Delhi, tbe Hindu and Muslim 
5 



leaders mad~ several meeting to confer on the question of futar~ 

oondtitutjon of India. Sir Sankaran Nair (who subsequently 

became Chairman of the Central Simon Committee) had invited 

Muslim leaden to ceme forward with their demands about 

their rights a!>-d privileges in the future Indian constitution~

Mr. Jinnah called a Meeting of the Muslim lea.dera which among 

other things demanded ;the separation of Sind from Bombay 

Presidency. These dem.;i.nds received the appro'bation of Hindus 

and Moh~medan1 -so much so tha.t it prornpted the working 

Committee of the Indian Nationii.l Congress to deoide in favour 

of Sind sepa.ration, which dechion was subsequently confirmed 
·' 

in the Madras sesslon of the All IndiA National C.:>ngress~ 

8. The Nehru Committee which produced a oons~itution 

'for India. on behalf of the Indian people bas plainly agreed t& 

the question of Sind separation. 

9. The All Parties Conference which was held at LucknQw 

under the Preside•tship Dr. lL A. Ansari (the then Presid~nt 

of the Indian National Congress) to consider the constitution 

framed by the N eltru committ.e uneq uivooa.bly upheld the r~

oommel}dation (>f the Oomtnittee on the subject uader coa

sidera.tfon. 

• 10. On July 17, 1928, the prominent Hindu, Muslim, and 

Parsi representatives of Sind a.dopted a pa.et ordinarily known as 

,the JJind Hindu H1'slim pact, in which they have inserted a. 

.olo.use about the Bind separation which runs as under :-
6 



(1) We hereby dcclare that the in

tr• duction of joint elect0rate~ and 

the st:paration of Sind from the Boin. 

bay Presidency shou.ld be effected 

simultaneously. 

(5) The Province . of Sind, (so 

constructed) shall enjoy the foll 

measure of provincial autemoniy as 

shall be accorded to the other . Major 

Provinces of lndia, and further it 

shall not be attached to any other 

Province. 

(3) As regards the feasibility of 

sepa1·ation of Sind, from the financial 

point of view, we declare that we 

shall cut our coat according- to 

our cloth ". 

This pact was signed by Hindu Muslim and Parsi represent

tives, among whom ·are to be found tl!e following gentlemen:-

HIN.DUS. 

Mr. Naraindas Auandjee Bechar representing the Karachi 

city Non-J\.Ioslem constituency on the Bombay Legislative . ( 

Council, Swami Govindanand M. A., President Sind Provincial 

Congrass Committee, Mr. K. Punniah Editor Sind Observer, . 

:Mr. t1. K. J eswani M. A• Editor New Times and Secretary Indian 
7 



1lerehant1 Cham bn, llr. Taraelta.•i llunieip•l Oe••ciller, lb. 

Tihmtlaa Wadinuaal .Bu-at-law Jlu1i1ipal Ceu.aoillor, }{r, 

Ram. :B. lfohrani, Kr. liijlt••al Kuniaasi•r Laltori 1l. J..., 

LL. B., Cb,irman. lluaioipality Lark1a.a, J(r; .Pribltd&1 Tolaai 

B. A.., 1le11r1 Bt11uat Ram II Atjaaias ll'.tmbera Sakkur Bar, 

Mr. C. T. Valeeha B . .A. .• lf••n• Ki1Jaialla1 Jhamrai, Pamaniu, 

Ramol:aani, Kr. Jetkanand Parua• EclUor Siad Herald, Pre• 

f111or Jhamatmal, Mr. Lalobaa<l Jagtiaai, Mr. Vi1luao0 IJaaraa 

Editor Riudu 1ati: aai Mr. G4'paldu LeHaraj •611tor•Parka1la, 

M 0 SL, IMS .• 

Setla Htiji .A.l.iullah Baroo•, Mem.'b11 !Dilan Legiela.il't 

.A.11ambl1, lbaikla Ab«lv.l Majid Pre1idtli• lind Pro:Yintlal ~ailafai 

CGmmiUee, Setb TayabsH J..lal'i and llr: Halim J... Alal'i Kaai• 

eipal Couaoillor Karachi, Hajf Kir Kahomtd Balock M$MMr 

Legisla•in 0 o u n c il Bomba7, Mr . .Abdul J'•bar"Bar .. 1t·l•1' 

l!llnioipal Counoillor, Dr. Snikll Kur llaheme4 1'• B.•· I; llt. 
Allahiux Editor Ahra~it & :i:,zi-'.\d•l Qa1um. 

P~ISl.S. 

l!r. Ja•aietl N. R. Kea•&, 'Pr.1iiea•, Ka:ratlli Mu,aieipaltt1 aaf , 

Mr. R. K. lidJna ll•nlcipal Oou•eill•r alld .Mea~lr ·P•r• Tr•d 

Kaiaehi. 

Tltit p~e~ reeeivtd uniTtrnl a0tept&nt• all e~>e~, liad. •• U 

wa1 frametl und•r the au1plti•• of .tat Sia4 Na•i•••l Lura•. 

11. The· sin• Mah•••ie.11 A11eeiatlon, ia it1 'i'~rtt•ataMo

to th• lirnon Co••isties lla1 rt•ark•d •• ih• •uejttt tku ; .. . . . e · · ·, · [1 . I , :. ;: 



'.'The 'Province of Sind has abaolutel1 
noth.Inr in common with the Bombay 

Presiienc7. The uaion is baa.d 

neither on ethuelogio, geograp'1ical• 

linguietie. a!deultural ner·aay @tlaer 

soun4 oonsiderations. A mt1re Aooi

dent that it was the army c>f the 

Bom b&7 that eontt uered Shut is res .. 

po•aiblt for this unnatural arranr ... 
ment. Our Provino• has suifer•d 

ver1 rnuoh en thi11 account, ech1-
cationally, eco1Jomioally, a.ad secially 

we are far ltehi•d the Presidency· 

.Even the derelopment ot th• P•rt of 

Karaohi ha• been impeded on 

aecemnt of tile j•alousy of the 

Bombay lu.rbeur. Looking to tltese 

an9 sevttal oth•r circumstances, thi1. 
Meociation 1tro•gly urges that the 

Previoce of $ind should he separat

ed 'fro• •he Boinlia:y Presid~ncy and 

riven its own .ExeeuUu and .f.1egis· 

la.tin maohinuy. This is ihe «ie

martd of the majority of population 

whicll includes Musilmatts, Parsis, 

Chriritians bueinoss peopl$ helenging 

~o cli:ffertnt a&mmu:nities and a large 

HOtiQn •f tk• ir•a4 miedecl Hindus. 



1'h• eaiire ll1111im India is al:o 

strongl1 in favour of this prepos~l 

and · even UH Indian Nationa1 

C~mrrtss has recognized the ju1ti0a 

of thia demand", 

Tllis r.present~tion was made hy the most importasat rt· 

prtaclitative IaatituUon representhig tke entire M1i11Um :Publio 

of Sind whieh forms 3/!Hh ef the tntire pepulati&a ef Siad. 

12. The All India M11slim Conference which W&$ aeld at 

Delhi on 3ls' Decenilter 1928, a.nd bl •f January 1911, ••cler 

the Pr11icientahip of His Highness Sir, .A.gha Sultan Md. 81tall 

Agha Khan K. C. I. E , R C. I. E.1 G. C. S. L, G .. C. V, 0., L.L.D., 
has unauimously resolved in favour of Sind separation as 

follows:· 

"And wheMas on ethnologieal lin· · 

guistic, geographical and A .. dminis· 

tralive grounds the Province of Sind_ 

has no affinity whatever with the 

rest of the Bombay Fro!thieney and 

its unconditional oon1titution into a 

separate province, posHsaiong its 
own Hparate LegislatiT8 and .Ad· 

iui~istrative ~ac~iner1 0,11, the saws 

_li~e::• as in ot~er prov_inees ·of 1ndia 

is ~~istmtial in . the interests of its 

p~ople, the Hindu minority in Sind 

.. bttiu~ given ~doq uat.t &J,ld eifec~~n . 
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t•preHtatiea ia •xc... ol t h • i r 

prepor•ioa ia the popula•io•, a1 

•••1 ••1 be SiT•a ~" Mu11al•an1 

in •la• pre•iaeu ia whick the c•uti

i•t• a min•rity pepulation". 

Tlait reaelu,ioa1 wa1 ••••• t7 a pr••i••• • pultlie ••• Bir 

........ l~d. K:.O.S.I. late law meoah•r Ge'ftr••••• of Iadia 

. aat ••• ttpp•de4 1'J llr A.. I. Gkaz••Yi, llealant. Kd. Shal 

.Da•••I M. 'L. "-·• Dr. lit M•. 1 ... 1 Ph. D. L. L. D., M. L. C., 
)[~. St&1l1·f·11l-Dla lL L. C., It. B., Haftz Hida;tat Hu11aia 

l{, L. 0. We?&l•l K•. Yakeell Dep"'' PHaidta 1••1•11 L1gi1la

ti'ft At1tmltl1 Dr. lkataa• Mt. A~JD•t Kllaa Piii. D. M. L. C. 

lt:r . .!.b•al .Aziz Ba,·•• La•, Mr. D. 8. Ta1eb.jl M,L.C .. Domba1, 

1• Baji .A.Wullall B:aroo• ).{. L . .&.. M~mlaaa .Azacl Sal>haai, 

llltlkla Md. lat11'1 ••r-at-la.w Y. L. C. aati Mo•l••• Md. Ali • . 
'ft.• ••d••1 of •••• 1enN•nt•• abo•i •1ti1 'lHtiioa will i1 

lffa freill tit• faci •llat Haft r.tolatio:n lla1 eHa eeaeluded In 
' . 

••• fellewi•r •or4i1 :-

",Thie Clo•f•re••• · •• pkatiealiy i1-

1laM1 ~bat ...... titwti••, by wllo•

H·•Y•r prop•H• or ~•YiHf, will 81 

&tf•ptablt te l•diaa M•nl•&H 

llale11 it 1oafor•1 wiUa ibt p1intiple1 

••'hodied ia tlai1 rtHhdieu." 

11. la XtTem'her 1128 •· rtpr•Hlltatiea wa1 auimUltd. it 
ll 



•ht All Par~it1 Convention Calcutta, on behalf of Musalma111 ef 

liad by a "very prominent Muelim representa.tire •f lincl 

nainely Seth Haji Abdul Hi..roon, Member Indian Legisla.tin 

A.8umbl7, ete. The 7th {ilaus., of the rep::-eHent$ltioa rela.tu to 

Sind aeparation and r11n1 as fo' low• :-

Clause 7. 

that the I>rovin~e of Bind shall be 

separated from the Pr11ideno7 of 
Hom bay as tbe majority of its people 

have alread1 lo desired it and that 
it• separatio11 sl:aall in no ease hem.ad., 

oondhional on the re1uU1 of tne 

1inaneial e.nd adminiatratiTe oon

•ideratioBa as reeommended in the 

resolution No ' of tb.• All- Pe.rtiea 
Conferenoe ". 

Explanatory Note. 
1.'ho11 who a.re ccn"Yer&ani with oon

bonrsy on U1e aeparation of . Bind 

know fllll1 well that majority of ille 

people fa.Tour it1 .eparation. . T.he 

or1anizatiou1 of all In4ia. fame have 

a.ooepted thit demand and aooordingly 

bav• reoommended the ••pa}'.a.tion of 
- ofthe ,Province. At first the separation 

waa inoluecl in tke famoua Delbi-

Yuaiim propo1a.l1. 'rbe All India 

Congreis Co~mittee (May 1927) and 

tno National Congress at Madras 

.. 11 



(Dteemlter 1927) al10 suppor~tl •hu 

aepa.ratio.a. Inaplte of the strong rt• 

conunendation · of tbeH ii.tluential 

bodies one fail$ to under1taod wla1 

Cibe All P a r t f e 1 Conference ai 

Luknow ( vlde their .Re1ol: No, 4r) 

have made the separation conditional. 

The majorit1 of the Sind people 

want to m'ke it. ctl.-ar that th• ._., ... 

ration 1hould not be delayed on 

aooountof ibegrantof dominion 1tatu1 

u suggested.in tbe Nehru report and 
that tba Nehru report should be 10 

amended as to •ceept the formation of 

Sind into a separate p?ovinoe~t the next 

meeting of th~ Nehruite Oonveutios, 

FurthAr that this septiration 1hould 

not be hinged on financial and .Ad· 

ministrativ• eonaidera.,ioos.. If ~lut 

aeparAtion is made conditional i~ 

.woulcl confirm ~h• g••• uine ·.fare of 

tb& MUBlima who would take it aa a 

fre1k proof ~of the lack :of 1tat.&maa· 

sbipon the put of the leaders of th• 
c .. ~ 

mMjer comm11oit1 .. ''110 conciliate ih• 

Mu1Hm1 it would be better if ib• 

Member• of thct NehrLi Report oart• 

fully eonsider the followinr reaolll· 
18 



tien nf tile Shui DiJatat Conferene4t 

at 8ukkur from tlae 27tb to 19th Oot 

ltS8) it runs as under :-

0 Whereas tb8 majer portion of 

poplllation of Sind <Mullims) is pre

pared to shoulder the O<'st of the 

admhaistration of the 1eparatt'd pro

vince to the tulleat extent of the r&• 

1euroe1 of the Pr•fince and further 

._., any deficit oan be made up by 

tlse Central Government., the simul. 

taneous separation of the profince 

"With the coming into operation of 

t.he recommendations und.er the 
Nehru Report should not be made 

conditional on any :financial enquiry ~ 

but should be made absolute,,. 

The above Conference was 

at.tended by ov&r two tbousi.nd dele

~a.tes, 11nd w~• representative in 
character, further in the abov~ 

resolution it is significant t1> note 

that the Muslims are fully a.live h 

t.he a.dditienl\l expenditure which 

may be incurred on the est~blish· 

ment of a. separate province. Their 

desire for a separate province is sup· 

p<>rted b7 their willinsness to bear 
1, 



to th1 fulleat extant ot the r~souree1 

of the Province the additional coat 

of a 8epar&tie province. A.no\her im· 

portant fact ~·bich may perhaps 

intere1t1 the membtrs of the Nehru . ' .. ' 

Report is that the. above resolution. 
' ' 

was carried unanimously in the 

presence ef the Staunch. NehruitH 

viz. Dr.Ansari, MoulanaAbdulKalam,, 
. . ' 

Azad, Mouh'i Rabibur·Rehma.11~ uf, 

Ludhiaua and others .. 

The majority of the people of . 

lind are- fi.r._ly convinced that with 

oomparatively EtUch ·a large revenue 

of two crores of rupees a:ad & pop11· 

lation of 8G lacs, Sind oonnot only 

maintain its Adminiatration lmt ea.& 

make progress, '!'hey naturally aak, 

with 1uch a large l.evenue a.nd_ s• 

•mall a population their provinH 

ea 31 not be condqoted on efficient 

anci •nr p l 8 r' ••• i y • lioea, 

wke11 the ••a••• of TraTancore a•d 

GwaJior with U1e respeetin rnent1e1 
' 

of 206 and 14.0 ]aH, a.ad popula.tio•s 

ef •O and 24 lacs are are ad~inietered 

in aa enlightened manner. 

11 aupport tltern in suob ". 
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the above examples are not sufficient 

I further substantiate with the in

stances of the Punjab and Assam. 

These Provinces respectively have 

revenue of eight C'rore9 and 275 laes 

& pQpulations of 2 crores and 75 Jacs 

auJ yet both these provinces are 

conductecl in such a wsy that none can 

doubt their effieient administration. 

The model of Bombay administration 

is c1~rtainly very expensive a..nd t)x

travagent and a separated Sind will 

not be under any obligation to follow 

it. It. is quite eleart that Stnd adminis

tration cannot only be ecenomioa.lly 

run lmt also can be conducted on 

efficient and progressive lines (for 

facts and figures in support of this 

view see schedule A. No.3.). GraBted 

that Sind has deficient Budgets, the 

Central Gevernment s)umlcl comtJ 

to its aid~ It should give suh

sidy on the same lines as it gives to 

the Provinces of N, W. F., Ajme,! 

Yerwar and Delhi. But the 

mojority of the people of Sind ar& 

strondy of upinion that their Pro

vince should not in any case be· 

11 



denied the Status 9f a separate pro· 

viace nor should tkey be deprived of 

- the manifold privilwg~s which a.r9 sure 

t• aecrue t• them as a result of such 

a. separw.ion. If on the next !nsta}. 

nHnt of reforms Sind ·is ·not con

ittituted as a separil.te province, I a.m 

a:ffl'aid tha.t its people will remain 

dissa.tisfted and discontented nnd 

what is important to '1.s-the framers 

ef India's constitution is that they 

will carry on iheir present vehement 
. 

and vigorous agitation until the 

s~paration becomes an estab'..ished 

fact". 

'.l1he memorandum submitted by the All ln dia Moslem 
' 

Legislators (i. e. Members of the Co'.!n~il of State, Indian L~gis· 

lative Assembly, & All the Provincial T.Jegislaturess) Association 

cont.l\ins the following pissa.ga in which the im.~~dfa.te s~p"tra .. 

tion h~s b~en demanded:· 

"It also urge' the sepuation of Sind 

ftom the B· mt:ay ·Presidency and 

its creation as c. separate s~lf contain

efl province u. 

15. The Parsi cammunity whieh is in minority much le!!~ 

than the Hindu community even, is entirely ly in favou~ 
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of Sind separation. 1\fr. .Tamshed N. R. Mehta President 

Kara.chi Munieipality, who is a. moving spirit among 

the Zooristrian community, and whose " opinion " 

in the words of Pandit Jawherlal Nehru President 

Indian Natfonal Congress (vide his letter d':l.ted Jane 8th 1923) 

"en this question is bound to carry weight with all reasonable 

men" has issued several booklets on this subject, and to acquaint 

the readers of this book with the feeling" of Par1d comm.unity, I 

give some extracts from M_r. Jamshed's boo le "Separation of Sind', 

which will show the eagerness on theii' part t,o see· Siad separa

ted:-

"1. Sind is a distinct pravincd in_life, 

habits, circumstances and dress. 

2. It is also geographically distinct 
from .Bombay. · 

3. With the best of sincerity, it is 

too far out for Administrative pur· 

poses and after ·an, the Governor. 

t.he 1\ilembers of t h e Executive 

Council and even the Ministers or 

the Members of the Council can give 

hardly one fifte$nth of their atten. 

ticm to Sind. 

4. Problems of Sind are so totally 

different from tnose of the Presidency 

that it is difficult to bring them into 

Hae. 
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5. Sind, with its Governo1· or a chief 

Commissioner and a Council, can 

and well command more atteution. 

Questions will be answered and pro

blems and difficulties solved and 

tackled on the spot. '\\re have not 

to wait for months, years and genera· 

tbns on the strength of that beauti

fully worded and seemingly sym-

pathel ic answer, " the matter 

is under consideration of the 

Government". 

6. We mu t develop Sind and 

the only way is to take the matters 

in our own hands main road to 

freedom is the right educ';ttion of 

children and adults. We shall never 

be able to do tbis when joined with 

other p<:irts of the B o m bay 

Presidency. 

7. I am not afraid of the finances. 

Sir Henry Lawrence about 5 year-3 

ago had produced certain figures to 

show that. the Gcverment spends 
( 

more on Sind than what it recovers . 

. The very same figures are not hope

less or disappointing. On the other

hand, they convince me of the 
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e:ertainty of our being ablt to mana.g• 

,ota own finauces. 

8. Ther• remains the question uf 

. capital lia'hility on aecoun~ Qf Suk..kur 

Barrage.. I feel it woulrl be manaced 

U we take it up a1 a loan from the_ 

Government of India at the preseut 

rat., of Government inte~est, 4i %, f_or 

a period of 60 year~. 1 3m 8ure we Bhall 

be able to manage it welJ, speoia.lly 

if the Government.of India will ~ok 

up our co-operative movemen~ t0 

guarantee a. so'bema of a Land ... Yor-. 

tage Bank with 8. capjtl\l of Rs. five 

crore!il. 

~. ~eparat.ion of Sind will give · 
. '.,. . . 

us scope to chalk out our own line of 
'galvation by way of roads, traffic and 

other development schemf\1 which 

fHe essential for our province". 

> 

16. The CommittetJ appointed by the Bomba.y LsgislatiYe 

()ouncil to coll!\borate with the Royal Statut.ory (Simen) Com

mi~eion oonsisted among others, of .Mr. Sayed Miran ~oba

med Shah, M.L.C,, :B.A. LL. B. as its Member., This gentleman 

has devoted the whole of bis " Minute of dissent ,, covering about 

12 print?.d pages to the diicustion of this problem in whieh he ' 

ku conclusively proved the ca;ae for uparatiou. It is needless to 
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quote the contents of his minute here, 1u it is available nen· 

wheu. 

17. 'l1he great &nxiety whioh pre~~il~ among the peoplei of 

the pt·oYince for the sepMation of Sind will be discernible from 

tb4t fact that in enry Taluka in the pr()•ince, meetiugs are held 

whm:lin ruolutions to tlaat etf.eet a.re passed in most emphatic 

terms. Jn Hyde1·abad Sind, a meeting of the Na.wabs, Sirdars~ 

Zamindan and. leading personages of the four di@trictt! of Lower 

Sin4 ( i.e.Hyd01·~1Jad, Nawa.bsbah, Tba.rparka.r and Ka1·achi) was 

t•m1ven•d on Ute 3lst of )lay L930 by Shah Sir Nawaz Bhutto, 

C.I.E. O.B.W., M..L.C. K.B., in which a resolutions was passed t0 

t':;:'-tsltect tit.at wit}l tile inauguration of New reforms, the separa· 

twn of Sind mntti b., effeot@d. Thia was followed by reselutions 

pa1sed in the lle•tings lteld for this purpose, at Kot1•i, Sukkurt 

Larkana, X:araobi. Sbikarpur, KJJ.mb1.r, :M:ehar, Hyderabad, 

~bw!\:o, Virokb:.n and alm0st in 9•,.ry part •f the P1·oviuoa . 

.... ., 
·'i.'· 



v. 

NO DIFFICULTY 

( IN SEPARATION ) 



-NO DIFFICULTY. 

( ln the 8ep<wtttion ) 

Is the area & th~ population too small 

for Cl Provine~? 

Tll-tr• has never exis•ed in aha past nor dees exi1t at :present 

an7 law. oen1titu.tion or convention presoribinr tlte limits-mini· 

aum er maximum or a.ny territory or Province in the world. 

There a.re ~.i1ge1t Empires 1like the .. British. En;>pire extending 

fro• J;ast to" w.,filt o8tensibly In8.ilt unwiedly f@r efficient ad~ 

mini'!ltratien. There are kingdoms of considerably large size an~ 

sm~ll size Jike Ru11ia and Nepal; there are a.gai• the biggest aiate& 

likR the Nizam's Dominions, Mysore and Bareda, and the 

Eo:M.llest like Travanoore, ~ang Ii a.nd M:orvi. Ea.c~ of tllese 

Empires, Kingdoms, oountrie~ and States are being administerat

~d properJ;y-ougM we to know. If the considerl\tions •f. area and 

populaiion wer~ to be deciding factor in the matter of cons•it~-
tiu~ a separatti Province, Assam could not hne 9een so con1-

thuted at U1~ time of ih birth f0r surel1 H mus• have been, 

a~ It is now, tho smallest province as compared to tthe other 

provinces in India. 5ind is only a few thousand square miles 

imaller ihan ..A.1sam while Ass~m has got 15,000 s41uare milH, 

. as ·waste land incapable of development. As rerards population, 

tl!le development of the Barrage ~one (which will raise the oulti- -
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·n.ltle area ·•f Ute Previace from twe and a ! uarter millitm acres 

tn •early !ix -:million acres) will gi'Y E; impttus withi:a a 1]10rt 

·compass ef ti••, t• Ui. lr1ilre •f populatioJS. 

Apart frem the alteva .faet1 fa ce11nectien- with therarea. allli 

pgpulati@D of Sind, sheu.l@I we •ot. irt fairness, compare and see if 

there exists a.ny pr<>Tince witkhl the Briti!h India sma~ler tka.a 

~-5ind itself? Ti4ke for iastanc• Coorg, Norah West Frontier pro

vh1ce, Ajmere, Merwitr, •ic. Coorg ltu f&t only 1,582 sErta.are 

:miles in area and has- a population of only ltSi,833. North West 

Frontier has got 16,~66 aqu,.ire milea area a•d 22,47,696 popu

lation. Figi.ues for Merwar-Ajmere ar• •et available ,)&ut that: 

province is a.lso smaller thsn Sind. I am not losh~g sicht of th~ 

fact tba.t they being mainbined from the su•sidies advanced \y 

the Central Govern•e11t besides their own. B evenues. :Besides 

thMt ate no admin!strative. •iffieultiea. owb1g-J• their small 

sizi and their population. 

WUI ther ne>t be enough work fo.- !I Governor 

and a Cabinet. 

--:o:.......-

H ia an indi~puta.ble fact that1 tliere is considera.ble work 

·io keep lmsy the Head1 of all DepartmeRts in Sintl and in eome 

c~es t.here is a oomplaint thai theH is so 111u1h 'table a1ul eat

dtior work that the heais ·ef all Depa.timenis a.re hardly able to 

eope with it, despite the faet. taat at present liad is a negleated 

pHTinoe and ne new clevel•pment1 are uniertaken. H~nrever 
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when the Barrage works artJ over the population will considsr-

3bly increase and ~o the work ef the RBvenue and Public Works 

Departments, because then the cultivated area of the province 

will be raised from two and a quarter million acres to nearly six 

millions acres. Imagine· the great differnce. 

111.ereover in the beginning when Sind is constituted into a 

separate autouomous province, it may. not l)e necessary te keep 

more than two Ministers with a salary of 2,500 or 3,000 a month 

to make cabinet. 'l'he less busy the Governor and his :Ministers 

n l'~ with routine the !!lOl'e they will be able to pay attention to 

t h~ general good of the province (coming in direct touch with 
c 

th~ people), although the matters of Sind are bi9und to grow in 

volume and complexity, after thE> .inception 0f Barrage, so much 

so that they will keep the Governor as engaged as he is now. 

Amalgamation of Baluchistan with Sind. 

Some people are gf opinion that BalucbitStan should be 

amalgamated with Sind. There is no dl)ubt th':l.t this suggestion 

does, to so_me extent, appeal tu our mind. I wish it may iM 

be anne11.ed to Sind, because it would give a relief to those lac3 

<of peple who are rotting und_er a despetic and extremely auto

cratic Gc,vernment. The declaration of Martial Law in Sholapur 

has shocked people but the inhabitants @f Baluohistan are 

always labouring under a lawless Law. They are being 

ruled by Military officers, who administer law and justice 

according to their whims. People have no independence of ex

pre~sion. No newspaper is allowed to raise its he!ld. No atten

tion is paid to education. People have no voice in the adminis-
3 



tration. All officers are "Bosses u and the people their slaves. 

Baluchistan looks more like a Cattle-Pound than a Province 

under the benevolent British rule. 

It is allegeEI that the Government of India is contributing 

lacs cf rupees for the rnaintenance:of Government in Baluchistan. 

but it is no use disguising the fact that thi~ moriey is not spent 

on the well-being of pe~pli:!.. H is squanderel over th"' "m!tin

tenauce of the prestige, and dignity c•f officials,,, 

Mr. Ali Mohamed H. Rashdi EditQr Sind Z'l.mind'tr Sukkur 

will be shortly pu'hlishing a book giving his experiences about 

Baluchistan . where he has spent nearly four months) studying 

varioas pr@blems of that cG>untry. The book describes in a pathetic 

language, the innumerable sufferings of Baluchistan and the 

feasibility of the proposal of amalgam~ting it with Sind. I 

think this book will be of great help in facilitatfog the scrutiny 

of various aspects of this question. 

Personally, I feel that the amflilgamation of Baluchishm 

with Siud will be a blessing and a relief fer the suffering lacs, and 

will also remove tlae objeotion that Sind.is t00 small in area and 

populatfon to be a separate provin'3e. It is quite pos!ible that 
(} 

from Political point of view taere may be some difficulties in 

·doing this, but on 'the whole I find that horrible exag

gerations are being made to magnify these so-called difficulties. 

The inner object in their so doing is that they want to keep this 

"Summer Health resort" within their grip and so they always 

feel reluctant in restoring independence to it, which will automa .. 

rtically come if it becomes a part of Sind. 
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Apart from this, the h1Corpora.tion in liai •f the previtt .. · 

'-of Baluchistan will be benetitial in lb• f•ll,nrin:respeetl parti ... 

oularly:-

(1) That in summer when Sintl becemes hot, Zia.rat a11d 

Quetta will serv• as the ·summer r~sichmces of the Governor •f 

Sind-Ba.luchiitan. The1e will h• nt;i ex•ra. etpeaait1ilre en 

buildin~ new houses for the Governor, ~te&ti~• the existhtg 

palatial residences Qf the Hon'ble the .4.."G. G. at 8otb. the· 

place~ a.re as cood as the Gevarnnun<lt Houses -•f Bomlla.y @r 

J.Iahableshewar. 

< 

(2) 'Hui.t when services will be previntia.lisej and it ""ill 

not be 1essible to lilhift offi11ials, whose service btcomti undesira

ble in Sind, to Presicfency 'a.s is being done now, Baluohistan 

·would lierve as a p\ac\3 for clealieg wiUt anG.eaira.ble and incorri· 

gibls GoTernment. servants. ~ind beinc ba.ckwara in edu.cation aRi 

awakening, it has often been notiee<i that some publio sernntt 

occupying responsihle:po~itiou in Sini, indulc• i• corruption, and 

carry on regular exploitation. All e•or~s to · impreTe @r deal 

with them locally prove aboriive. Iu that !•ase th• policy has 

been to shift such incorrigibles to some di1tant C•mefs of the 
f 

:Boro.lJay Presidency where there is no posaibilit1 of their itching 

ptt.lms being greassd. It is in this manner thai at present Sind 

Dips this nuisance in the bud. :Jut when the :Provine• of Si:ad 

is limited to tha,existing seven cUstriots o•l1, and it beeomes 

impo11ible to free ii from .the yoke ef uacieairable officials by 

pushin: them to a. distant plac• aa th• Proaidency, & pret1ill?; 

~eecl would be felt to m:i.ke Hme special arravcement ter-
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obviating this difficulty, I think Baluchistan would be the best 

place to accomodate and even improve such public servants, 

and hence its~ amalgamat~o?! is highly desirable. 

Anyhow, whether Balucbi1tan is amalgamated or not Sind, 

as it is, is hound to keep the new Sind Government busy. 

UNNECESSARY EXPENSE ON A CABINET. 

-:o:-

Tbe Bombay Gavernment has laid great stress on the point 

that there will be unneceM8&ry expense on a. cabinet of at least 
~ 

"three ministe1•1!1,,, in the -new Sind Government. I clo not 

:find any force in an argument of this na_ture. l think two 

ministers will be quite sufficient to f1,rm a cabinet in the begin· 

11ing. If need be we shall keep 3, 4.., or fi.ve. Mr. Jam~hed! 

N. J't, Mebta, President Karachi }funipality bas rightly said 

tb.at :-

"Three or four thm.~sand a month 011 

a Minister is not an item to be 

afraid of, when a small Municipality 

can pay anything between 500 ,to 

to 900 rupees to its' chief oftlcers 

lmch a.n item is not worth consider

ing. If my business, expands,, 1 

keep more men. If there is no need, 

I do not. Few t.bousands here and 

there makii nQ diffence wbat.f!oever". 
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Jt, is quite needless to dwell upon this so.called "admini~-

trt<tive difficulty" at any leugth, because it lGoks on the very face 

of it simply imaginary and ridiculous. If Sind spends a few 

thousands of rupees per month on it's cabinet, it will compara

tively derive a far greater advantage from it. If Khairpur St~te 

with an cmnual income of Rs. 25 lal<hs is ahle to keep 11n 

Executive Council, costing 6 to 9 thousands rupees lper men· 

sem. (Allowances & Travelling expenses extra.) I see no reaso1 

why Sind will not be ahle to mainfoin a cabinet-of 2 or 3 

ministers. 

Will .Sind be deprived of the contrQI and advice 
of a large number of Experts. 

---:o:---

It is all"ged that Sind will in case of its separation from 

Bombay Presidency lose the control and advice.of a large number 

of experts like the Director of Public Instruction, the Inspector 

General of Police, the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, etc. 

The fact i"I that Sind would not mourn much if by achievir;g 

~ind~pendence :it forgoes the control and advice of tpe Bombay, 

Heads of Departments. There is no conspicious blessing which 

may have been bestowed upon Sind by these "experts". Yirstly 

w@ are sceptic about their usefulness, in as much as the problem~ 

of our c0untry ~re concernnd, and secondly hardly l/15th of their 

~ttentio·n goes to our aff'tirs, as they have to think of the entire 

presidency and not of Sind exclnsively. Th~y are re.sidi,ng in_ 

nomby or Mahableshewar - at a distance of nearly a thous&.nd. 
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'miles from Sind, and there is a l!ttle hope that they are able to 

understa.nd the divergent and complicated prohltJms of our pro· 

vince. They do, indaed Tisit Sind, but for how many days during 

a, year? At the most one week! This "one week" goes on ioterviews 

dinners and entert1.inments and they hardly ti:tke the trouble to 

go out in mofussil and see for themselves tht\ wretcher.l,~condition 

of the country. I think that great parsian poet Hafiz has rightiy 

represQnted our feelings on this suh,ieet, in the following 

maxim:-

( I expect n" favour 1:1.t y0ur hands but pray dont ha1·m ,me). 

Apart fro• this I feel that Sind will not lo~e the control 

and a<lvice of experts when Sind is separated, as alleged by the 

Government of Bombay. Sind ha'3 already got separate heads 

of D~partments namely the l>eputy Inspector Genera.I. of Police, 

Def uty "Director of Agriculture, Educational Inspector, Assistant 

Commissioner income tax, Conservator of Forests, Director of 

Health, S11pel'intendant salt and excise. They are as competent 

l'IS t,be Bombay ;Bossei. 

"Bombay Votaries. 

They are in no way inferior to the . 

With due respect to the latler, 

we could get a better, more concentrated and e.flicient adminfa·

tration by naving our own men. Under the existing system of 

ad.minisiration of the Bombay Presidency, more attention cannot 

be paid, notwithstanding all the sinc•rety of the Governor or the 

heads of various departments. It is a. fact thai it takes weeks 

,and mouths to get decisions of the Bombay Government on 

very small matters. "We dont want,, in the words of Mr. 

Mehta "a red tap a. thousand miles long. lf at all we must 
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have it,let us have it in our mid.,t so that we can pull it the 

ot.ber way at our own satisfaction.\ 

LACK OP BRAINS .. 

--:o:-

Certain friend$, who are opposed t• separation on account 

ef 11ome personal motiVe8, are making iu1inua.tiQn that there i1 

lack of brains in. Sind and tha.t the people of aids proviaee wouhl 

Bot be able to carry on administration with effioiency. State·· 

nents such as these indicate lack of faith in the capability of tit• 

peeple of Sind. But the-y are net well-grouaded. Sind has pro .. 

duced Shah Abdul La.teef-the Great Poet, a.nd many otberii 

who rose to the rank of the Prime :Ministers to the Moghal 

Emp~ror!il. Even at present Sind nas got many brilliant brains 

1iterary men, Politioia.ns and Legislators. Why t)ley ha.Te net 

shined out is due to th" reason that Siud is ia bonda6'e. 8laTes 

ean not eompete with those who have been bo.rn and brourht up 

in independent and advanced atmo~pheM. M:oreov•r there is 

lack of edueation in Sind and consequentl7 some very brilliant 

13rairis are going, without education. There is Ter1 little gbanee 

fvr the people of this prollince to make na.me ~canst 10U1ei.ow 

ibey are under a Military rule. 

Nevertllele&s, Sind, as it is, contains quite a larp »umber 

.,f oompetent men who would run the administration m&1t:1atitfac

iori1y. I would like to quote here tlte opinion et )(r. P.:rt. Cadell 

C. S. I. I. C. S., TAte Chief Secrebny GoTernm••t of Bomltay and 
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late· Commissioner in Sind which he has expressed in his recent 
' '. . " . 

artfoltJ on Sind Separation, published in the .A.siettic Revieac and 

reproduced in the "Daily Gazette'' of ,July 15th, 1930 :-

"As regar.ds local ability, there 

need be no apprehension. The 
• r I ' 

Hindus of Sind, if comparatively few 
I 

in nu.mber, pos.s~ss a hig.h degre~ of 

intelligence sufficient in any circums

tances tJ safeguard their. position; 

nor are the Sindhi Mohamedans, ·or 

the Baluchi immigrants, in any way 

· lacking in brain power or adminis .. 

tra five capacity". 

I think this is sufficient evidence to remove all apprehen · .. 
sious about the alleged incapability of Sindhis to run the ad. 

ministration. 

It is a wi<Jked lie that there is lack of brains and learned 

men in Sind. Despite the fact that, as expressed by the Hortog 

Committee, Sind has not received fair treatment at the hands of" 

the l3ombay Government in the m~tters educational, a .small 

town as that of Shikarpur contains as many as one hundred · 

l-foslem graduates, leaving Hindus aside. Although I dislike 
' 

making personal references, yet it. is no use disguising the fact , 

that it is. Sind which is proud of having produced men like Mr. 

M.A. Jinnah, and th~ Honourable Kl;ian l13ahadur Sir Gbulam . 

Hussain Hidayatullah General Me111ber Government of Bombay. 
10 



Why not "Equal Privilege''? 

--
The Bombay Simon Committee, has emphasized that :

,, If Sind were a separate province, it 

could not, at :"Juch an early stage 1 

expect an equal privilege, and it 

would, thertifore, inevitatly be denied 

the advantages of any further step 

forward which Bombay may secure". 
( 

This argument is obviously extremely fallacious. I think I 

~hould, instead CJf making any other comment, quote the i·epu

diatory remarks_ made by a member cf the same oommittee

Sayed M. 'H. Shah :-

" I regret to remark that it is a very 

illiberal and narrow view taken of 

the rights of the people. It strikes 

at the very root of the principle of 

Eel t-determination to the people of 

.India involved in the education of 

19 L 7. It also, I am afraid, recom

mends a rolby of discriminating 

differentiation between proviuce and 

prC'vince in India. so far a.1 their 

right to self-Government is concern· 

ed. Why Sind can not claim "eqm~l 

privilege " is not expressly explained. 
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.. Apart frotn injustice I see no logio 

in the above statement. Sind h:i.s 

"to the common knowlege of al_l, re
. mained as a part and parcel of the 

Bombay Presidency since about 184'7 

A. D. Since its connection with the 

Presidency it bas been enjoying the 
'Politit:ial status and privileges con· 

·ferred on the latter. The people 'of 

· Sind have as much participated in 

the legislation of the Presidency and !) 

··have, therefore, as much training in 

the art of lagislation as the people of 

·the Presidency. Old as well as -new 

•reforms have been worked by Sindbis 

as much as the people of the rest of 
;,the Presidency. How is it just or even 

Jogfoally s()und that those very 

people;who have enjoyed equal rights 
and privileges with thl3ir colleagues 

·in the Presidency should be denied 

~ equal status simply because 'they 

want to develop separately. Why 
'.should one component part of a 

-

•body-Politic be considered inferior 
. > 

to the rest of the body? Every 

Province including Assiun is demand. 

in g Provincial Autonomy. If others 

.get, Sind will surely get. If others 

12 



do riot get Sind will also have to 
wait. In the circumstances there is 
no reason w preclude Sind from get
ting the privileges to ha conferred 
upon the other province~. This 
argument advanced aga~nst ~ind 

could logically be applied to a 

province like the N. W. Frontier 

Province and British Baluchistan 

which have never had a training in 

. the field of self· Government, but 

could it, in all fairness, be applied to 

Sind (on separation) when it has as 

much experience behind it as the 

Presidency proper. Apart from the 

indisputable right of Sind to aa 

equal statm with the rest of the 

Born bay Presidency, I for my part 

consider it preferable for Sind to get 

separation and be content with the 
present· system of Govornment for 

some time, rather than to consent 

to r'emain as a slave of the 

Presidency for ever. I agree with 

Mr. Jamshed Mehta, when lie says 

in his pamphlet '· separation of 

Sind":-

" If Born bey becomes autonomoui 

and Sind does not after all it can be 

at the most for 5 years. These . 5 
13 



years will pass away as a stage of 

transition and what is Q ye:us in the 

history of a nation "? 

The above quoted rem~rks of Sayecl Miran J.\fabamed !tihah 

are literally true, and it is unwise to give this simple thing so 

ruucb significance that it should -become an stumbling block in 

the separathn. 

The apprehensions of the Hindus. 

----:o:-

Some Hindus, very tew in number of course, are opposing the 

separation. They are actuated be communal feelings and hav~ 

adopted "Dog in the l\1ange1" Policy. 'l'hose who are aware of 

the conditions prevail in~ in India, will easily see through this 

move of our friends, who, fortum.tely happen to be very few in 

number. It is really unfortunate that the contagious disease of 

communal J·aundice has affected some very learned men·.who are 

prepared to sacri:fise their eountry for the sake of a few loaves 

and fishes. They do not look to the interests of the country 

and thereby th~y are doing infinite harm to th~ progress andi 

well-being of Sind and India. That those communalists who 

oppose the separations are being looked to with centempt 

by the soberminded· Hinc:lu gentlemen, will be evident from tht\ 

following remarks made by Pandit Jawherlal Nehru President 

Indian National Congress in the course of a letter addressed by 

bim to Mr. Jamshed N. R. Mehta President Ka1·achi 1\funiei

pelity date<! June 8tb, 1928 :. 
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" I entirelv agree with you that 

a meiss has heen made about the 

question of making Sind a s~parate 

province. It was obviously a matter 

for dispassionate consideration and 

should have been decided largely 

in accordance with the wishes of the 

people of Sind. But it has now be

come not only an All India question 

and one affect.ing Hindu-Moslem 

relations but one of those questio11s 

which give rise to so much passion 

that it is impos~ib1e to consider them 
calmiy. This is very unfortunate 

but I do not see how we can shelve 
the matter now. It bas to 
be faced whatever the consequen
ces. Perhaps you are aware that 
only a year or so ago the leaders of 
the :Maha Sabha were entirely agree• 
a.ble to th., separation. As for as 
Congress men were concerned they 
have been committed to it for the 

' 
last seven years. .b #t now it is not 
a question of logir,; or reas<Jn for most 

per1on1. As it is n8t p0ssible for us 
to.~helve it the only other course open 
is for such of us as can consider it 

with @ome measure of equanimity 
to study the question and_give their 

opinio": ". 
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Our Hindu friends like Prof. Cbablani are opposing the 

separation by bringing in financial and such othe1· groundless 

bogie1. When the majority ef the inhabitants of Sind, namely 

l{ussalraans who form fth of the entire population and also ths 

majority of Hindu•, is quite ready to bear any additional ex

penditure that may be incurred in consequence of separation, why 

·should the11e few communalists be afl',.t.id of it ? 

From a cursory perusal of the preceding chapter ("Public 

epinion") every one would come to know tbat all the responsible 

Hindu institutions, the Indian National Congress with its Hindu 

President, the Nehru Committee with Pitndit Motilal as its 

chairman, the Sind Hindu leagu@ (having within its fold almost 

a.11 the representative Hindus of Sind,) have unequivoca.bly a.o

eepted the separation. Even in their indi"vidual C·ipacity almost • 

all the prominent Hindu gentlemen are in fa.Your of separation. 

Not only that but they are cari-ying on regular propaganda and 

are making efforts with. utmost enthusiasm. 

If the minorities have any apprehension a.bout some im
pending calamity after Sind is constituted into a se_parate pro· 
Tince, the Parsi community should be, I think, more afra.id of it 

whicll numerically is much less than the Hindus in Sind, but yet 

--it is mora anxious for the separation than the M0slem'3 or Hindu's. 

Personally I feel that it is highly:in the interests of the Sindh 

Hiridus that the povince should be separated, 1-ecause they are 

obviously great loosers in the existing. amalgamation. If you 
.) 

take into consideration the present strength of the Sind Hindus 

in the Bombay Legislative Council you would find that the 

whole bulk of the Hindu population is represented by threa 

membors enly I If Sina is separated they will get mord repre· 
16 



sentation and witl have adeqtl11te voice in the Government. 

The Hindus of Sind are far more advanced in every spher& 

of life, than the Moslems. The trt\de is monopolised by them. 

Most of the Government o:fficeg have been captured by them. 

Educationally they are more advanced than Yuss~lmans. Legal 

profession is entirely in this hands. All the 1\Iunicipalit.ies ar~ 

under their thumb. Not only that but even 40% lands have 

been usurped by them. If 8ind is separated their strength is 

bound to increase by leaps and bout1ds, and there need be ne ap· 

prehension whatsonver. When Sind is separated, the roads and 

communip.ation would grec.tly incraa;ie and so it will give a consi· 

derable impetus to the trade in Sind which is entirely in the 

hands of Hindus. 

Hindus are feeling apprehensive that the separati~n_ 0f Sind 

would add to the number of provinces in which Mussalmans are 

in majority. But I oan not understand in what way the 

Moslem majority could harm them.. I don't think, so long as 

l3l'itish rule exists, there will he any hand to hand fight between 

Hindu and Moslem Provinces. If Hindus dream of some Civil 

war, in which one province may wage war with another province, 

teien of course, ,tkey can have $ome justification to say that 

Sind should not be separated because it would add to the strength 

of :Moslem provinces and come in th"ir way when Hindu pro

vinces raise arms against them. But such vicieus plans must 

be frustrated and if that is the only object under lying their 

opposition, I think no heed neeci be pa.id to what they say . or 

suggest.. I have heard &ome _ Hindus tellings that if Sind is 

separated it may s6>me time join with otker M:€>1lero ProTinen 
17 



in inviting the on~laught of Afghans and thus establishing 

Moslem rule. This is a most childish and ridiculous notion. 

:l"irstly, the separation does not mean independence out~ide the 

British sovereignity .The separated Sind would have as much in

dependence a.s the pre~ent Punjab There Mussalm::ins are in a 

majority; the Legislative Council is under the influence of 

Moslems, the Province is on the border of Afghanistan, much 

nearer than Sind, but has it within living memory ever made 

any truce with Afghans and helpl'ld them in marching over 

India? Anyone who knows the constitution of the Indian 

Government can easily understand that the Military . " IS nou 
> 

undsr the control of Provincial GovPrnment and the fol'eign 

d ~1nrtment is an Imperial subject. rrhe local Councils are con

troiling educat,ional, l\funicip~ll A.gt>foultural, Revenue, Excise 

andJudicia.l affairs. Now it i8 possibl~ that Sind ifseparated would 

lPa/l an Army consisting of only Ad ministrat.ive Officers, Muni

cipal Engineers, Sanitary lnspectorfl, Excise Sowa.1·s, Agricul. 

tural expert1'1, Revenue Collectors, Publb Prosecutor<>, and 

join Afghanistan against India? Whether Sind is separated 
or it continues to remain with Bombay it shall not have a 
single roroplane, gun, or sword to be used against India or 
Hindus, in cor.junction with Afghanistan. We ar.e lock, stock 

·and b'1.rrel, within the grip vf Government which is second to 
none in power, and so lo11g as the. present state of affairs 
cc.ntinues it is childish to dream of these silly things. 

Anyhow I must repeat that all the sobermind'ed and repre
sentative Hindu~ of Sind and India are openly in favour of sepa
ration and that those few gentlemen who are opposed to it are 
inspired by highly deplorable motives which must nsver be 

encouraged. 
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THE ''FINANCE". BOGEY 



THE "FINANCE;, BOOEY. 

--:o:---

1. First of all, I would like to make it clear ~hat, in the 

words of Dr. Ambedka.r 'NI. A. Ph, D:, D. S0., I do not attach 
-

impo1·tance to the financial difficulties, because they alone can not 

be decisive, de:spite the fact that in the case of Sind finan. 

cial difficulties can most easily bt1 removed. The anti-separa

tionists have taken undue advantage of the fact that the 

Government of Bombay, which is not willing to forego tbe 

fertile province of Sind, has not yet scl'Utinised the financial 

side of the question, and it is in consequence of this that the 

Hindu economists, who are inwardly opposed to it on account 

of some other consi.leratfons-po:lnted out in the preceding 

chapter, n.re makir:g a row in the name of "Finance". '!'hey 

are ma··ipulating fi~m·e tounnerve the separationists. 

2. De~pite the hot that the Simon Commission had clear

ly promis:~d to depute !'!orne expert to prtip1,r,; a 1.mdget Lr Sind, 

neither tho Commission nor the Born h ty Govenme 1t hav::i ap· 

pointed any u~1bias;;ed and disint13re;<ted p0rson to go through th"' 

financial a-.pect and find the solut.ion of this problem. So 10t1g 

as it is not done WE' lrn.ve reason to hold that Sind is self.sup· 

porting and can very well stand on it's own legs. 

3. The grnat injustice which has been done to us is that 

separate Budget is not drawn for Sind. The figures on the side of 

income or expenditure hav~- been mixed up with those of the 

rast of the Prer;idency and therefore it is very difficult to under .. 



stand the real position. This creats a heavy douht in byour of 

separation and we must have the benefit of it. 

4. In fairness, the decision about the financial position of 

Sind ought not to be based on the materials supplied by the 

Governm~nt of Bombay. _If their figures and statements are to 

be believed as "Gospel Trutn" it will be like delivering judge

ment on the uncortoborated statement of defendants only. 

5, Let us now discuss the financial position of Sind, as it is 

today, and whether when separated Sind can be self-supporting. 

I give below the fig 1res for the years 19~2-23, 1923-24i and 
" 1924-25. The figure; for the!!!e three years are the ones sup-

plied by the Government in reply to iuterpella.tions in the 

Bomba.y Legishtive Council :-

Revenue receipts in Lakhs. Expenditure in Lakes 

Receipts Expenditure 
Heads. 1922-23 1923-24 1924-25 Heads. l 1)22-23 1923-24 Hl24-2.5 

1 Land 1 Revenue 40.1 39.2 13.8 
Riwenue 83.5 72.l 62.1 2 Excise 1.3 1,3 1.9 

2 Exise 35.5 40.3 29.l 3 Stamps 0.9 08 0.7 
3 8t:imps 19.4 20.2 17.8 4 Forest ') ~ 

o.•l 3.6 4.~ 

4 Fonist. 6.2 6)3 6.9 5 Registration 1.0 0.9 0.9 
5 Registration l.t.i 1.5 1.5 6 Irrigatio n 
6 Rchednled works for 

Taxes 0 " ... 0.6 wh i c h 
7 Irrigation capital ac-

Works for counts are " capital ac- kept. 12.9 16 2 21.5 
counts are 7 Misc e 1-
kept (Net lanous 1r-
receipts riga t ion 
a f t e r Expend i-
deducting _tu re 23.1 13.5 23-1 

2 



wm·k in g 
8xpenses ) 3G.5 39.3 

H Works for 
w h i c h 
capital aC• 
counts are 
1- ept. 0,.5 0.1 

9 1 nte r e s t 
Civil . 
.Admin1~tra-
tion. 8.6 2.7 

10 Adminis-
t ion of 
Justice, 2.1 1.9 

11 Jails and 
Convict 
settlement. 0.8 1,0 

12 Education 1.0 1.0 
13 Police., 0.3 0,2 
14 Medical 0.4 0.4 
V> Public 

Health 0.1- 0.1 
16 Agricul -

tu re in
cl u ding 
veterinary 
co-opera.-
tion. 0.4 0.7 

17 Miscel-
lanous de-
partment. 0.1 

18 Civil 
works 

19 M:isctel • 
lanous 

TOTAL. 

0.9 0.7 

2.2 3.2 
195.0 192.0 

8 Civil ad-
39.2 ministration 

General ad
ministration20.7 

9 Adm~ni s • 
tration of 

0.1 Justic.,,, 9.6 
10 Jails and 

con v i • t 
settlement 5.9 

1.8 11 Police 36.1 
12 l"orts and 

Pilotage 0.1 
1.8 13 Bducation 23.0 

1.2 
1.5 
0.4 
0.3 

0.2 

0.7 

U Medical 4.6 
1.5 Public 

Health: 
16 Agricul

" ,, o.a 

ture in
cluding 
veterinary, 
Co-operation 3.3 

17 Civil 
Works. 

18 lliscel
10.4 

lanous dept. 0.3 
19 Superanua

tion allow
ances and 
pensions 6.1 

0.!1 20 Stationary 
and Prm-

0.7 tin~ 1.3 
21 MisQe-

3.6 lanous 1.3 
180.7 209.0 

19.6 44.8 

10.0 11.5 

5.2 5.2 
35.1 36.l 

0.1 d.3 
26.6 23.8 

5.3 5.3 

2.9 2.9 

3.3 3.4 

6.5 8.0 

0.3 0.3 

6.9 7.1 

0.9 1.0 

4.0 5.2 
202.2 221.5 

Now out of varioas items of expenditure, items No. 6, 7, and 

17 can not be classed as ordiuary expenditure. Items No. 6 & 17 

must wholly go out for they rehte to works Civil and Irri· 

gatfonal. Itelt.ls No. 7 miscellaneous irrigation expenditure 

does not tell us what portion of it is spent on capital works. It 

is certain that some·portfon of it is spent on capital works, which 

in Sind are productive. In the ah~ence of any definite informa· 
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tion in these .figures it will be safe and right to deduct 50 /. from 

this item on this account, Therefore after deducting thest3 

amounts the right figures for the annual expenditure will bfl Us, 

174.1, Rs. 172.7 and Rs. 180.4 lakhs for the three years:I022-23. 

1923· 24 and 1924-25 respectively. The average revenue and ex

penditure for these three years works out to Rs 189.2 and lts. 

175. 7 lakbs respectively that is to say Sind shows an average 

annual surplus of Rs. 13.5 lakbs. 

6. We have so far rec@ived :figures from t ro sourcs~ 

namely the Secretary Finance Departm'mt !etnd Professor 
j) 

Chal>lani. The latter has made horrible flxaggeratio:r;s and has 

swelled figures to such an extent lhat it is ~bsurd to wa~te time 

on considering them. According to the f!@cret:uy Finance 

Department, Government of Bombay. the ordinary small deficit 

which separat4'd Sind has to face is estimat<:Jd to be Rs. 50 lacs 

~ut of which 25 lacs constitute deficit from ordinary Revenue 

and expenditure and the remaining 25 lacs constitute share of 

public deltt and interest thereon. If we dispassionately exa

mine . the irst 25 lacs we sh<tll be able to see that it does contain 

a portion of capital expenditure and interest which ought to, 

have been included_in the. head of capital liability and shown as 

public debt paid by Sii~d. The statements suppJied by B?mb'.1y 

Government are full of descropancies aod it is difficult to believe 

them: Nevertheless we ean make up the deficit> if it actually 

occurs, by adopting the following measures :-

(a) Economy. 'l1he Bombay Government is the most 

costliest one (excepting Burma ) in comparison to the 

other Provincial Governments, as will be evident 
4 



from statement (A) on the opposite page. When 

Sind is sei;arated we would reduce it to the lev~l of 

Behar and Orrisa or at the mo&t Bengal. 

(b) Retrenchment. It is an established fact that the 

Bombay Governme~t is an extravagant one, and 

when Sind is separated we shall make retrenchment 

and curtail the expenditure considerably. The ·'.Axe 

of retrenchment" CC!Uld be applied to many depart

lrlents which have gone fat without rendering-services 

c 
commensurate with the expenditure incurred on 

them. r or instance the }:forest department. ':L1he 

annual inco!'ne to Govet•nment from Forests of Sind 

is only 7.l lacs, while the expenditure is 4'.l Jars 

i. e. more than balf the income. We shall easily -

curtail the expeuditure by doiug away with5 all the 

Range Forest Officers along wiLh their staff. We 

would, if pos·~ihle, amalgamate sortrn Forest divisions 

which have lighter work. 'rh!:l intermediaries will he 

removed from 1111 departmeuts: So fal' as Police 

department is concerned the posts of " Juspectors 

of Po1ice "must be abolished. 'l'he Divisional Officers 

dan very well do both the duties. Another con

vhiient depar fment for economy is the General 
' 

Dupl.~t~nent·. 'l'he table of expenditure 8how.s that the 

expenditure on this department has swelled from 14.3 

to 44.5 lacs a year~ We should not look nt this ex

penditure as irreducible minimum. 

Besides, reasonable reducation may _be made in_ the 

salaries and allowances which are now givan to 

5 
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9ffi.oia.li. in Sind. 

(c) Increase io the Revenue. ·According to the figares 

given by Meston Committee the average income of th• 

various departmants is incre~ing every year as follows;-

Revenue 4 % 
Excise 13 "/ ,., 
General 
stamps 16 % 

'l'he figures of Revenue s\lpplied by Government of 

Bombay show that in the years 1920-21 the incomt 

was Rs. 185.4' lacs but in the succeeding year it rose 

to 210.5-an increase of Ra. 76 lacs, If the increa:ie 

conthiues [on this ratio every year~ Simt would surely 

be able not only to make up the SQ•called d~ficit but 

it would finance even new:davelopment schemes. 

Besides, with the opening . of Barrage the . income 

wor.ld increase under the following heads :-

Increase in pupulation 
Increase in the num her of villages 
Increase in land Revenue 

Increa.~e in the sale of stamps owing to sale of 
land. 

Increase in the income from registration 

Increase in Ex:cisa owing to the increase fa 
population. 

-Direct profit may not accrue on the lands witbin 

the Barrage Zone immediately on the warkiug of 
the Barrage in 1932, yet after 12th or 13t.h y~ar 

from the working of tha Barrage, there will bf s TT& 
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direct income ta Government fwm la.rid R;ov'.-:i::w! ait 

is clear from the ovidenoe of !-It. H~rrison, th9 Chi~f 

Engineer Lloyd Barrage, b3fore the Simon Commi~sion.' 
The period of revision of hnd settlement in Sind (whiolt 

is 20 years) is also drawing nea.r. It might begin fro111 

1932. Land assessment is hound to increase M it in· 

evitably dQes, in oonsequenoo of the Rsvenue Iuquiry • 

According to the remarks of Mr. Musto: "Sind will be

come one of the richest and most important provinces in 

India, supplying grain and cotton to it's po o r 

neighbours and to all parts of the .world". Since ths 

cultivable area is est.imated to raise from, apJ..'l'oximatttly, 

three to nearly seven miilion aoros, the fand revenue, 

and income from registeration, stamps, etc. is boun~ 

to increase considera.bly. 

(d) Taxation. In lieu of the ma.nifold advantages which 

Sind would derive by its ceasing to be the proverbil\l 

Milk cow of Bombay or India. we would be quite will

ing to bear any additional taitation th~t may ba im

posed for ma.king up the deficit. " The generel pros

perity·',. as described by Mr. Musto in his booklet "the 

Sukkur Barrage and New Sind Canals" "is bouti'd t() 

prepa."e people to bear any super-tax which may be 

imposed by their own Govetnment for the purpos0 of 

nation-building departments". 

(c) Subsidies from the Indian Government. If a 
- backward province desires to advance and there is room 

for development-it is the duty of Got er nm en t 

. of India to help it in the struggle for progress to a. 
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reasonably considerable extent. Besides, . the primary 

and important help which Sind will require from the 

Govern went of India will be the readjustment _of its 

share of public debt; and reorganisation of Capital 

Accounts for Sind on liberal basis. For instance if the 

Govttrnment of India permits Sind iio borrow the capital 

as well as the reuurring interest on the same for such 

period till the works for which the money i!! borrowed · 

have actually finished and yielded returns, Sind will 

finJ itsel~ef in no" difficulty to pay off it' s debts 

eMily and run it's Government without any trouble. 

cAnother method of concession which Government of 

India should do to Sind to pay off it's debts will be 

to extend the period. of payment. If the above· con

cessions are m~de by the Government of India, whiEllh 

they should, it will be seen from resurvey of the state

ments supplied to us thi~t the annual deficit of 50 lacs 

will he reduced to a few lacs only. 

--:o:----

Additional cost of New Province. 

---:o:----

7. Even under Dominion Status Sind being a very much 

smaller province shall have a Governor whose salary should be less 

than the Assam Governor. I am opposed to the fat Salaries of 

Governors and Civilians. In the casa of constituting Sind into a 

separate Province the Governor of Sind should not get more than 

what the Commissic ner gets at present. Sind even today is for 

all practical purposes of administ.tation a ·separate province. It 

9 



has its own High Court. "So it will not have to inour any extra 

·Mst 'for head-qua.rter establishment; .. At the most for every 

department we may ·have an additional personal assistant to the 

officfal in charge with on~ or two additional clerks. n will ha 

no use opening a secretariate on a grand scale. After the esta • 

b:ishment of Provincial ~utouomy the s~rvices will be proviucia· 

lised and the rates of the salaries reduced to the. present provin

cial service. 'J.1here are already four Assistant.s working under 

the Commissioner in Sind as his secretaries-the first being an 

I. C. S. man while the _remaining,·three· ~re· men of Provincial 

grade. Assam bas got · only _,four,., Secretaries inoludlng the 

Socret:u·y for the Council.· They:are •no doubt .. men of Civil 

Service, but for the si\ke of. eoonomy9 '£till funds permit, the 

present Assistants t-0 the· Ooinmissioner in Bind '.can convinienUy 

b<:i converted into· Secretarws 1•for .. ,various ldepartrnents. The 

clerical establishmeut is- already·"Suflbient .;and:: there will be no 

need of increasing it. So far as·the cabinet- is concerned I think, 

for the present, a cabinet ounsistin~,ot· two minister, -ea.eh draw. 

ing not more than Rs. 2000/· per mensem,. would be quite suffi. 

cient. The President of the ;Legislative ,Council sho~ld also get 

the sa.me saluy. Those gentlemen .whQ bold these affairs are' 

uever in need of salary and .in most of the cases their pay goes 

to charity. It would matter little if they show some leniency to 

Sind in the begining. The Sind Legislativ~ Coueoil should con· 

sist of, not more than - 50 members.·· At present the members 

who are traversing a lopg journey to ~Bombay· draw exorbitant 

etllowances and travelling expenses. ' When the Sind Council 

~olds it sessions at Karachi, the expenditure would be very litHe 

and 1 think_the members would also quite willingly agre~ to 
• l 10 



t. 

-

their allowances being curtailed to some reas:>nable extent. 

Economy shall have to be maintained in every department,· and 

the representatives gf the people are bound to help the Govern· 

ment even at the risk of their own pockets. H in lieu of a little 

sacrifice we get out of the bondage, the bargain is a cheap one. 

---:o:---

Liabilities and Barrage Expenses • 

......... : 0 :....--

8. In considering the question of the partition of the assets 

and licfbilities between Sind and the rest of the Presidency, we 

would liken them to the case of two brothers, in similar oircums· 

tances. Whatever the annual income they may have liad in the 

previous years, and whichever way they have spent it we would 

assume that both the btothers have had a fair share of the bene· 

fits they co·.ild get out of the current expenditure. But when it 

comes to debts incurred, we would like to know for who1e benefit 

the money was used, and whether that party has been paying 

interest on each sum. 

In excluding all Barrage works, to which we shall revert 

later, we see' from the Irrigation Administration report for 

1924-25 that the total capital outlay on all. irrigation works in 

~ind to end of that year was as follows :· 

P1·6ductive works in Operation. 

" under construction. 

Rs 3,62,27,791 

1,22,057 

Unproductive works in operation 
and construction. 67,65,270 

----
Total 4,51,51,118 
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it wili ·be seen from the intel'est acoounts of the rt>spect.ive 

works that Sind bas. been payirig interes1; on all sums horrowed 

for the purpose, year after year, and in a.ddition to the interest 

Sind has to its accumulated profit of Rs. 6,23,97,2CS an ac

cumulated loss of Rs. 2!J,06,975, giving a ntit profit of R.s. 

5,9J.,90,293. Sind has th11>1 pftid into th'3 coffers of the Central 

and Provincial Governments from time to time a sum c f Rs. 

594 lakhs, and interest ~upto date in placa of Rs. 451 lakhs 

which she has borrowed. These profits extend over a period of 

half a cen~ury, and if they had been given out on an ordinary 

interest Sin:l would have easily built up a balance of o~er 12 

crores in her hand with which te pay a major portion of the ex

penditure on the Sukkur Barrage. All these sums have been 

used by the Central and the Provincial Governments, and even 

a!'lsuming that it is perhaps too late to ask for a refund of this 

sum, It would not be doing Sind too great a favour if she asked 

to be relieved of having to pay interest in future years, not to 

speak c•f the Sinking }'und as proposed by Prof. Ch<\hlani, the 

true friend of t_he Sind Zamindar~. 

10. As regards the Lloyd Barrage, we can only state that 

if this work had been taken in· hand 20 years ago~ as it should •i 

have hetin, the expenditure on it would have been well nigh 

wiped out by this time. But whether that may be, Sind baR now 

put her hand to it, and she will he honour hound to aceept full 

responsibility for its success or failure. Prof. Cbaolani advocates 

hanging on to the neck of Bombay to evade payment, presumably 

on the plea that Presidency b;1s thrust l3arrag3 on Sind. If that 

is so, t,he Presidency might as. well retort that the Sind 

members are not less responsible for thrusting the Bombay 
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Development on them. Both putfeg cannot'0vade their respon

sibilities in presenting an elephant to each other, and e:.ich of 

them must take a cha.nee as to whether it proves a black or a 

white one. It is no use trying to.~scape from that liability,· 

whether seperatfon or no. It may be mentioned in this connec

tion that with effect from lst A.pril 1925 the arrangements for ad

minist1·l1.ting the advance to be m1.:1.de by the Centfal to Provinchl 

Governments h'lve been systematized and a Central Fund called 

"P1·ovinchl Loan F11nd 0 ha.• been established from which all 

advances are now inade by tha Governmant of India. According 

to this arrangement the Provincial Government~ can hol'row 

sn ms of<•money aeoorling b definit" principles by which the 

arrangements for inter~st and repaymnnt will h6 regulated. The 

p·rovincial Governments naturally desire to spend large su 'TIS on 

various schemes of dev"lopment and expansion of their u"teful 

activities, and the Gover.nment of India, regarding t.his as an fo. 

evita.ble & healthy result of the lteform;i, wi$h to help them to ful. 

fit t.hair dq~ire. Tile h:Jt is th:J.t tb~ c11pita.l for the 8·ura5e is pro• 

vided by the Government of India as a loan to the Bombay 

Government and interest is also being added on the c~pita.l coRt. 

When. Sind is 'separated it will administer the 1n::.rnagement of 

the repayment of the loan instead ~of tha B)mbay Gvvcn·nm\mt. 

The Sukkur Barrage-. ls ·the great~st irrig 1.tion sohem9 in the 

world, 11nd it is . hoped -Sind will· get avery pie of the cost on the 

scheme on the land snles. For the'ti'me b'3ing ·the Govem•.aent 

of India, can tru~t the Sind Government-as much as the Boml)ay 
Government. 

11. Borrowed Funds spent on _development like Forests 

and excise are a feature, ana whatever one may have to s'IJ.y 
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aboutJ;hein:befng right or wrong. The ac~ual amount ·spent in 

Sind.eari be -sep·-intely:found very easily, and Sind ought to.bear 
. . ' . 

that responsibility. We cannot see how Sind can escaptt this 

even if she rem~ai:Ils., ~ith the J;>re _sidency. 

12. As regards the conttibution to the Central Government 

they a.re now a ma.tter of histCJry' and we need . not spend any 

m ~re thought ou it. This ho\vev~r rc1oises l\nother subject of 

vital importan1Je to Sind. Prof. Ohabll\ni himself mentions 

how unfair Meston Settlement bas been to Bombay, rendered 
. ' 

mere unf:i.ir by the wiping out of the Provincial Contributions . 
• 

Bombay Presidency b1l.s eemmerce as its greatest asset, .,nd that 

taking away of Customs and Income Tax entii:ely deprives it of 

the only gaining source of Revenue. Even half the income tax 

share of the Bombay am·mnted to tw" crores in 1920-21, and 

this state cannot last long. The l\rfeston Settlement is bound to 

be revised on a more equitable basis & if Bombay's claim of share 

of income tax is re.Jognised, Sind, with Karachi-a town with 

even greater P<Jssihilities -is boand to profit, not lose in the 
coming days. 

13. There remains the question of Famine Insurance. It is 

true tha.t the Government of India insist upon th~ Bombay Presi·> 

dency for laying a certai•1 sum of money every year. But coa

sidering tbd great difference of Sind and the resl of the Presi· 

dency, it does not follow that thE-y would insist on the, sums to 

be k1:1pt apart in Sind. Cwps in Sind do not dapend upon rain 

but on irl'igation. The Iudus does not get dried up. 

If any l!,amine Insurance was required for Sind at alJ, the Loyd 

B;).rrage serves the purpose. If Sind can afford by all means let 

Hi 



her lay some niore money for a rainy day, as a pfotection 

fro 11 tltiJ ft.old~, but th1't oould hardly he cd 1.ed an urgent neces. 

sity. 

14· A dispassionate inves~igatian into· the financial position 
of Sind is sure to ltJad all unbiassed persons to the conclusion 

that £ind can very well stand on it's own legs. 
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NOW OR NEVER 



NOW OR NEVER • 

Now that I have briefly discusse1 most of the important aspects 

of the question of the sepa.ration of Sind from 1'ombay 

Presidency; I would earnestly appeal to the British Government 

and the British Parliament that the separation, should be effected 

immediately. 

It 1s absolutely unfair to shunt o:lf this question from pillar 

to, post and refer it to vari•us so-called committees. . Each day's 

delay adds to the intensity bf·\ the suiTerings of Siod. While 

every other pr0vince is advaucing <>• the path· of progress, our 

· country is going backward, to the great anxiety of its inhabitants. 

The people of Sind will no longer live on hopes. The separation 

must ceme ii ow .dr;n~ver. -: 1Th6 cup ;of aflr,· iuffering has come 
.. 1 ' ~ -

to a brim: We shall not rest contented until Skd is constituted 

into a separate province. I have made out ~ convincing case 

·-. for the separation and the justice should not now be denied 

to us. 

(THE END) 
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