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INTRODUCTION,
e M S S
The Bombay Presidency has swallowed Sind since 83 years. 1t had
nearly digested Sind when the inhabitants of the latter revolted and
decided not to ailom; the Presidency to annihilate their  ‘motherland.
Bind has been ruined, beyond tle least shadow of doubt, on account of its
unnatpral and compulsory annextion to Bombay Presidency. 1if Sind is

not separated soon it will be ruined in all spheres of life.

Itis therefore a paramonnt duty of all true sons of the soil of
Sind tomake every sacrifice to liberate their motherland from the bondage
to which it has heen forcibly subjected, and remove the disadvantages in
which it has thus been placed. This is, however, not the time when a
country, to achieve its goal, shonld resort to:.my other force but that of
wppeal, reason and argument. We can not wage war with the ﬁomb&y pres ‘
sidency and be up in arms against it. Those old days have gone when the
solution of every difficulty lied in the invincible bullet of the ‘muzzle-loading’
g‘un or in the sharp edge of sword, We cannot achieve freedom from
the yoke of the Presidency, which though obviously strange and alien
to us, by taking to any questionable or unconstitutional method, however
disgusted we may be with it. Neverthelees, iv is 8 plain truth that the eup of
our sufferings has come toa brim, and the sooner the provinéia,l indepen-
dence is restored bo'usithe better. To achieve this pious object the coun.
try stands in need of every kind of sacrifice on the part of its sons. It is
human naturs that whena man is resolutely determined to attain a

certain object, nothing under the sky can come jn his way. He will
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SIND: A SEPARATE PROYINCE
Historical Evidence.

HeX

(1) Seo far as history is able to show, Sind has all along
remained a separate province under a Rajah of its own.

In cases when it formed a part of some Foreign
Kingdom, Sind enjoyed full provincial autonomy, ” and the
Governor of Sind used to be a separate one with his Head
Quarter at Alore, Brahmanabad, Mansura, Siwastan, Nirin-
kot, Tatta, or Shikarpur.

(2) Despite the fact that nothing is known as to what
transpired in Sind in the gap wich exists between the advent
‘of Alexander the Great & the assumption of kingdom by Rai Dynasty,
yet the fact that Sind had always remained aseparate Province has
never been challenged. The narrative of Alexander’s voyage through
Indus has been published in the shape of a book, compiled
by the Commander of the Alexandarian fleet. The account
given by the author distinctly shows that even at that time -
Sind was an independent province free from the yoke of
Governor of any other province. This bears very strong -

testimony in support of my contention.

{3) The celeberated Arab Geographer Abul Kassim “Ibn
Khurdadba ,, who attained high office under the Isiaamic Caliphs
of Mecca was employed to carry on topdgraphical and

geographical researches in  Asiatic Countries, In his book



“ Kitabul Masalik wal Mamalik ,, (Book of Roads and King~
dom) he desciibes the Geographical position of Sind as
follows:— '

“ Do.indary betwean Persia and Sind is situated at I\iarma.c;ira
( Nurmanshur vide sprengers routes ) which is at eight journeys
distance.  Sind has no resemblence with the other countries
situated on the north or south of it. ~ The Kingdom of Sind

consists of the following provinces—

Kirbun ( A Large town in Mekran ) Makran” Kandahar,
Kasran {a City in Sind ) Nukan (a town of Tus near Nishapur)
Kandabil, Arambil (These two towns are now within the state
of Kashmir ) Kinnazbun, Kanbali, Sabhan, Sadusan, Debal,
Rasak, Alor, Vandan, Multan, Sindan, Mandal, Salinan, Sairast
Karaj, Rumla, Kuli, Kanacj, and Broach.  All these COUN-
TRIES WERE GOVERNED BY A HARIM WHO HAD HIS
( SADAR MAQAM ) HEAD QUARTER IN DEBAL, &

ALORE,,

This historical evidence conclusively proves that the vast
tract of land lying between Broach on the south, Kandabil
(Kashmere) on the east and Narmasira (Persia) on the rerth was
under the rule of one man who had his headquarter in Debal.
The singnificance which Sind enjoyed at that time can therefore
better be imagined than described.  (The author of the book
quoted above died in 300H. D. (912 A. D.) and naturally therefore
his book must have been written earlier than that. And so the

evidence furnished by one thousand years old book deserves

great weight.)



(4) Following remarks from Almasudi's “Murujul Zahab,,

‘are reproduced in support of my contention:—

“From: time immemoria! Sind has remained under a chief of
its own.,,

Indeseribing the geography of India the ancient Historians
and Geographers have always excluded Sind from India and
have referred to India and Sind separately, as will be seen from
the foliowing remarks of Al-Masudi:~

“ India extends to the Side of meountains to Khorasan, on the
side of sea to Multan where the boundary of the Kiggdom of
Sind is situated. seveesicieeieereeseencsrrieecennensennenneass ¢ There
Prevails a great difference ,, adds Almasudi “ Of language and
religion in these kingdoms and they are frequently at war
with each other.,, «coeeviiiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiioseesniennnnns ¢ Balhara is
the King of Kanauj who is one of the Kings of Sind.,, .........
tevrerrirsreennsnaaensesessees ¢ King of Kashmir has the name of Rai -
which is a general title of all the Kings. Kashmir forms part
of Sind. , ..... t e vieesvesersennarerneinn vresecensnness ‘Language of Sind,’
“concludes Almasudi- “Is different from that of Indiz.,eeeeeinnnnes
vereennse*Sind is the Country which is nearer the dominions of the

Moslems. India is farther from thém.,,

The geographer whose remarks [ have quoted above
énjoyed a great reputation for his correct survey of the geogra-
phical position of the countries in which he travelled. His book
“ Marujal Zahab ,, The “Meadows of gold,, describes the state -
of the countries, as they were in his age i.e 330 ( 1332A.H. ),
Almasudi became, through this werk of his ; the prototype of

(3)



all historians to whom they refer, and on whose authority they
rely in the critical estimate of many facts which form the subject
of their labours. His book, referred to above, is old by one thousand

years,

(5) Sheikh Abu Ishak who received the cognomen of
“Istakhri,, {rom his native city of Istakhr or Persepolis travelled
through all the Mohomedan countries, from India to the Atlantic -
ocean. He has also described the boundaries of the kingdom ot -
Sind in his book “Kitabul Akliin, in a manner which proves that
Sind efen 1000 years ago, when the author of the book visited
India, stood aloof from the re.;st of India.  He has given a map
containing the country of Sind and the bordering Iands. He
states that “from Saimur to Fambul, in Hind from Fambul to

Makran, and beyond that as far as the bounderies of Multan all belong
to Sind.,, “Sind” concludes the learned author of the “Kitabul
Aklim ¢ stands by itself , '

(6) In one of the Royal Libraries of Lucknow, there is

a very old Arabic Manuscript writtea A, H. 589 (1193 A. D.)

“entitled “ Ashkalul Bilad ,, in which diagram of the country
of Islam is given in the postscript. It containns maps and

geographical description of several countries including Sind.

This map has subsequently been reproduced in the 1st part of

Sir H. Llliot’s history of India. In the original ‘book

the author states 1 havé placed the country of Sind and its

dependencies in ;me map which exhibits the entire country of

Sind. On the entire east of this tract there lies sea of “ Fars ,,

(4)



tries subjected to it; to the north, the countries of Hind (India.)”

7. Subsequently about 400 years after the compilation of
the historical books, cited in the preceding paragraphs, one
Rashiduldin wrote down a book on India & Sind entitled the
“JAMIUT-TAWARIKH” in which he describing the boundaries
of Hind ( India ), has alluded to Sind as a separate country,
To quote the author’s own words, “Hind is surrounded on
the east by Cheen & Machin, on the west by the country of

Sind, and on the south by the sca.”

8. All-Idrisi in his book * Nuzharul Mushtak ” which is
devoted to the description of the countries of Sind & India
has stated that “ Sind has got a Government of its own.
Mirman - name of a city - is one of the dependancies of (King-
dom) of Sind like Debal, Nirun etc. =~ Mamhal is situated

between Sind & India.”
A few pages down below the author has in the same

"book recognised, in more clear terms, the separate entity of Sind
by stating:-
“ There 1s no 1idol in
Indsa or wu Sind whieh

18 move highly venergted ”

9. DBy repeatedly referring to Sind and India soparatefy,
the author has shown that both these countries at that time
stood aloof from each other,

10. ¢ Chachnama ” is a well-known historical book on Sind
which has lately been translated into English by Mirza

Kalichbeg. )



ey . : '
The First pdee of the book describe the geography of Sind as
follows :— ’

“ Chroniclers and Historians
have related that the city
‘of Alore ( a town on the bank
of Indus, six Miles beyond
Sukkur } the capital of Hind
and Sind was a large city
adorned with all Kinds of
palaces & villas, Gardens
& grooves, reservoirs and
Streams, Parterrs  and
flowers.  This delightful
city had a King whose name
was Saha-irai. The boundaries
of his dominions extended
on the east to Kashmere
and the west to Makran,
on the south to the shores
of the ocean and D.cba",
and on the North to the

Mountains of * Kardan ,,

T his manifests the great importance which Sind enjoyed
at the time of the ** Rai Dynasty ” so much so that according
to Chachnama, Sind was the Capital of Hind ( India)- the

vast tract situated within the boundaries described above.

¢6)



The account given in the Chachnama demonstrates the great

power which the kings of Sind wielded.

11. “Tawarikh Masumi” ( History of Sind,) gives an account
of the kingdom of Sind and its ruling dynasties from the period
of Raja Dahar and the conquest of Sind by Arabs down to its
incorporation into the Moghal Empire at the time of Akbar.
During the whole period covered by this book Sind has remained
under separate Rulers with their Head-Quarters at Alore,
Brahmanabad, Siwastan, and Thatta. - >

In the pre-Islamic period the Kings of Sind ruled over the
whole of country which is now called “Northern India”~Punjab
North-\WVe-t Frontier, Baluchistan & Kashmir. Even after the
conquest of Sind by Arabs, it has remained under separate

Governors.

Nowhere in this exhaustive history, is shown that Sind has

ever been absorbed by any other province.
12. So long as Sind was under the rule of the Ommayad

and Abbasi Caliphs of Islam, it remained under a separate
k]
Moslem Governor and never for a moment was it amalgamated.

with any other Province,

13. When Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni captured the fort of
Multan and brought the country of Sind under his authority ,

he sent his officers to be Gevernors of Sind, with their head

quarter in Sind.

(7)



14. After Mahmud’s death the “ Government of Sind”
(to use the words of ¢ Tarikh-Masumi ’’) devolved upon
Abdul Rashid Sulatan-Masud. He was the ruler of Sind, till
SUMRAS raised a man of their own tribe to the threne, and
threw off the yoke of Masud’s obedience.  For the interval
which existed between Mahmud’s rule and the assumption of

the throne of Sind by .Sumras, Sind had a separate ruler,

15. The SUMRAS were independent “ Kings of Sind”
and so the kingdom of Sind remained intact for the long time

that they ruled. ) ;

16. SUMRAS were succeeded by Summas who teo cénti—-_
nued to be independent Rulers of the country of Sind.

17. After the authbrify of Summas was overthrown by the
Arghuns, who invaded Sind in 616 A. H., the kingdom of this

rovince remained as it was in the days of Sumras.
P

18. When the country of Sind passed into the hands of
the Emperor Akbar ( Who was born in Sind ) he kept a
separate Governor, and for all the time that Sind remained
a part of Moghul Empire, it continued to have a Governor

“of its own,

19. Besides, Sind was ruled by  Kalhoras and Talpurs
whose capital was in Sind, and so uatil British conquered it,
this country enjoyed a separate Goverpment whether under

.a Rajah or a Governor of its own.

0. Even after the conquest of Sind by Sir Charles

Yo . . .
Napier, it remained a separate province, and Sir Charles



was the first English Governor of this country. Solong as
Sir Charles held the Governorship of Sind, it “‘continued o re-
main so, and after he relinquished the charge, Sind was all of
a sudden, without consulting the public opinion, anuexed to the
Bombay Presidency.

21. The proof of the fact that Sind was a very important
and a hizhly civilised country even 5000 years ago, is furnished
by the recent discoveries mads by the Indian Archeological De-
parbmant at Mohan-jo-Dao (Sind). A country so advaaced aad
so civilised  could never have laboured und)er the
yoke of a Governor who may have remained 800 miles away from
it, as it is today. And had it been so, Sind would never have

prosyerad and advanced to that extent.

22. In the preceding paragraphs, I have brieflly traced
the history of Sind from 5000 years back down upto the British
conquest and the Governorship of Sir Charles Napier. During
this whole period, the historical record shows that Sind has
never been unsurpéd by any other province and itis really ia-
concsivable how British Government has deemed it right te
allow the Bombay Presidency to swallow Sind, ,
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A CONTRAST



A CONTRAST.

1. Even the worst opponents of the separation will have
no hesitatiou in admitting that Sind has absclutely nething in
common with the Bewbay Presidency. The union of Sind with
Bombay his served to destroy the traditions, and culture of
Sind, In this chapter I will try te place before the readers the
great anataoly and differsunce that exists between these two pre-
vinees which will automatically prove that Sind is actually
rotting on acceunt of its having been fortuitously wedded to the
Bombay Presidency without a valid consent. |

Geographic and Climatic difference.

i

2. In the previous chapter, 1 have adduced sufficient
evidence to prove that Sind is quite distinet from Bombay
Presidency from historical viewpoint.,  Geographically, Sind
ard Bombay Presidency are separated from each other by
Rsajputana and the State of Cutsh. The distance between both
these component parts- is 800 miles. In the distribution of
Provinces no such indifference from Geographiecal point of view
has ever been shown asin the case of Sind. It isreally inscrutable

what prompted the Government to make this amalgamation,

Not only that but even climatically Sind is a contrast to the
Bombay Presidency. In winter when in Sind men actually die
due to abnormality of cold, people in Bombay feel it comfortable
ta take night walks and change their warm suits for silk



ones, Likewiso, in summer when the scorching heat of Sind
makes ona’s blood boil, you have a véry pleasant monsonn, rain
and breeze in Bombay. In July and August when nights are
absolutely hot and hellish in Sind and peopla are actually ex-
pit'ing on account'malaria and other contagious deseases, you-

at Bombay and Poona foel as if you arse in heaven.

AGRIGULTURE.

oo () 3 peadew

3, Agriculturaily, Sind has nothing in common with the
Bombay Presidency. The whole system of agrigulture is
different. A Bulletin has been published by Dr. Horeld H,
Mann Director of Agriculture, entitled ¢ The Crops of §ind .
Thke whole boek is devoted to the information rega.i'ding the
agriculture of Sind, This report eon- taing a passage which I
quote below :—

“ Qut of f from the rest of the Bombay Fresidency

by the desert or by the sex, Sind differs widely
. from it in physical features and climate, as well

as in language, dress, and eustoms of the people.”

In Sind it is the great river 1ndus which floods and fertiles
ths yl<in of 8ia 1, whereas in Bombay the irrigation is made by
rairs, Tho'e wh» are in Bombay Presidency can not at all
underatand the agricultaral, and irrigation problems of Sind,
on account of the vast difference between the agricultural and
irrigation systems of 8ind and theBombay Presidency proper.



ETHNOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL DIFFERENCE.

4. Sind is a distinet province, in life, habits and dre<s. In
the preseding paragraph. [ have reproduced a passage from Dr.
Mann’: book which bears testimony to it. Even otherwise it
is an open =ecret that the Sindhi life differs widely from that
of the people of the Presidency.

Mr. Sayed Miran Mahomed S8hah was quite right when ha,
in his Nete on the Sind separation remarked that :—

“ The mode of life, dress and habits of the people
ar’e entirely different to those of the presidency.
They are more okin to Baluchistan and Punjab
thun to Presilency.”’

5. The Royal Statutory Commission, ordinarily known as the
Simon Commission, has recognized the fact that Sind differs
very much from the Bombay Presidency or, according to the
Commission, from the whols of India in life and habits, although
they have put it in the following language :—

“ In its life and civilization Sind is most closcly
allied to Irag or Arabia thon to India ™.

Whether in civilization it, as remarked by the Commission,
is allied to Iraq Arabia, or, as opined by Mr. Miran Mabomed
Shah, its life is more akin to Baluchistan, none says that so far
as these things are concerned it has any resemblence with the

Bombay Presidency.

6. So far as dress is cencerned, Sindhis clothe themselves ina
way which is distinctly different from that in other parts

3



of the Presidency. I would appeil te tho readers who have
never had ths occasion to see Sind personaly not to form a
wrong opinion by seeing Sindhis and Presidency p-ople both clad
alike in the European dress. The We:tarn eap fits every-one
and it dees not in any way vitiate the difference which in fact
oxists between the genuine dress of Sindhis and the Presidency

wallahs,

Sindhis put on a large tarban, a long shirt and a loose
trouser of a particulsr style, whereas those who are in Maha-
rashtra—the heart of the Presidency—go bare-footed. In place
of trouser they put on a piece of cloth,

LINGUISTIC REASON.

7. The Province of Sind has got a different language called
“ Sindhi ", which is not spoken in any part of the Presidency.
In the whole area of 5‘2,994: square miles, the entire population
of 3,472,529 persons, inclusive the State of Khairpur which
eucloses an area of 6,050 square miles and a population of
198,152 this languige is spoken. Its alphabets are different,
and it possesses a vast treasure of literature. The Sindhi poetry; -
and particularly the poetical works of Shah Abdul Latif are very
well-known,

8. In 1820, the Indias National Congress had distributed
- the Provinces of the British India on linguistic basis. Ever
since, 8ind has been sending its delegates as soparate from the
Presidency of Bombay.



9. It may be alleged that Sindhi is not spoken through-
out Sind, because in Upper Sind Frontier Baluchis sprak Baluchi
language. 1In Ubaurc Division of the Sukkur Distriet Jatki and
Seraiki are bhs common languages. These ohjectinns are
absolately fallacious. Jutki and Baluchi, Seraiki and such other
larguages are not langnages in the proper sense of the worl
Firstly they are spoken by the people belonging to a particular
tribe only and move over there is no literature, cr seript,
in thess languigss  Sscondly, this linguags nas bsea mulded
by corrupting different lingusgas and mixing them np
together. Yor instance, Saraiki is spoken by those who
are within the first faw miles of the bordoer of 8ind and Punjab.
As thecy have no szhools to impart education in any language in a
r.ght and perfect manner, they have mixed Sindhi and Punjabi
togather and to it they have given the name of ¢ Seraiki”.
Biluchi i3 a mixture of Porsian and Sindhi and is spoken, though
rarely, in the few frontier talukas of the Jacobabad Distriet,
although those very people who speak ¢ Baluchi * are transacting
their business, carrying on correspondence in the comnmon Sindhi
language. Particuiarly, when there is no seript in these
languagas, it is very difficolt to place them in line with Sindh
in the order of importance.

10.  Apart from this, S8indhi is the Court languaga and the
entire Government businsss is transieted in it. In Civil and
Crimiaal Courts the record of Judi:ial enquiries 'is maintained
in Sindbi and it is in this language that the depositions are taken
down All kinds of dscrees, orders, parwunas, and process are

issued in Sindhi language.
]



11. There iv quite a large number of Sindhi newspapers
which maintain a high standard of journalism and are reputed
for their excelleut literary qualities.

_ 12. The importance of thislanguage will be evident from
the fact that in Sind the education is imparted in the ‘Sindhi’
language. And there is a separate Sindhi text Committee on

the Senate of the Bombay University.

13. The Printing —Type founderies are manufacturing
“ Sindhi Type ” for printing purpose, and the best Sindhi type
is produeed in England and Germany and its consumption is also

very large,

14, In the light of all these cogent reasons I am sure there
can he no two opinions about the correctness of the view that
Sindbi is an important language ; it i3 universally spoken
in the length and breadth of the province; and the importance
which this language enjoys calls for immediate separation of the
province in whiz% iv is spoken, from a Presidency which i3 alien
to it linguistically and has become an stumbling block in the

development of our language.

DIFFERENT SYSTEM OF LAND.
REVENUE AND IRRIGATION |

"3 Q]

15. The difference which exists between Sind and the
Bombay Presidency proper, Irom the above viewpoint, has
already been manifested. The experience shows that the
Meombers of the Bombay Legislative Council, in whose hands

G



are lying the destinies of Sind, are not able to understand the
problems of Sind, as they belong to a different country and know
nothing about the local conditions, local syst ms of Land
Revenue & Irrigatién, and the local customs, usages, und feelings
and aspirations of the Sindhis,

16. Government had recognized this difficulty a long time
ago, when they sent the whole of the Bombay Legislative
Council to Sind to see for itself and get first hand informa-
tion about, the Sukkur Barrage works.

17, 1tis quite natural that the Pres‘deney members of

the Legislative Couneil, for instance those gent'emen who come
from Sholapur, a distance of about eleven bundred iniles from

Sind would not show any sympathy to Sind bucause they kuow
nothing about this step-child of chis Presidency.

18. Mr. Miran Mahomed Shah Member Legislative
Council is quite right when he complains that:.

“The grieve.ces of the people'of Lind in connection
with the land Recenue and irrigatian matters do aot
invoke any sympathy in the minds of the Non-Sindhi

Memlers who are in majority in the Couneil”,

19. Mr. P. R. Cadell, the late Commissioner in Sind, who
occupied the Commissionership for a long time and bad gained
suffivisnt experience about Sind bas given vent tu his opinion
on this subject in the following words:.

“ Any correspondence on education, Engineering, and

such other subjects takes a wvery leng time before

it is finally despatched, *
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DIFFICULTIES AND DISADVANTAGES.

Distance.

1. Sind is at a distance of about eight hundred miles from
the capital of Presidency, and is geographically sepsrated ocom-
pletely from the Presidency by a wedge of Non-British territory—
namely the States of Cutch and Rajputana. The distance which
prevails between Sind and the “ Presidency proper " has greatly
hampered the progress of Sind—which has been receiving step—
motherly treatment from the Bombay Presidency. Followingf
reasons must be chiefly mentioned : —

(3} That the Heads of all Departments are residing eight
hundred miles away, and are consequently unable to get first
hand knowledge about Sind. They are ignorant of the lecal
conditious of Sind. It ma;} bs contended that they are paying
visits to Sind, but the fact is that Sind van not be henefitted by
‘the flying visits of the Bombay Heads of the Departments and
the Members of the Government, who come in Siad for a week
otly in the whole of year. These soven eight days are also
spent in District Head Quarter towns and in giving inferviews
to officials. It is a plaia truth that Sind canaot deriveany
advantage from sueh tours which though very costly yet do
no material good to Sind.

{b) The various important problems canzot invoke sym- -
pathy of Officials who are ignorant of the losal conditions ; who
are beyond the reach of people, and who are sitting in Bombay
far away from Siad.



-(¢) On account of this distance thers occurs incaloulable
‘inconveniencs and inexcusable delay in the decision of every
matter. It takes four days by land er sea to reach the Capital
if fast Railway Sorvice or Mail Boat is ergaged. Ths insur-
mountable difficulty under which the country is labouring is that
matters of very urgent nature are not decided so soon as they
should have been.

It will be worth while quoting the opinion of an experienced
Commissionsr of this Province—Mr, P. R. Cadeil C.S.1,, I.C.S.
-on this point. He, in his speoch on the eve of the Sind diuner, is
reportad to havs said:. ‘

“ The work is more ands mare being done
through o Government which however friendly,
18 situated severnl hundred miles away. Any
correspondence on edueation, engineering ond
such other subjecls takes a very long time
before it is finally disposed of. The depdri-
ments which deeply effect the trade of Sind,
such as the railways, the contract of the Port,
' the customs, and the solt department are now
- administrated by the Government of India.
Possibly & mere direct approach to that Govern-
ment than through a distant local Governmest

would be desirable,

This view of Mr. Cadell is endorsed by ths Royal ILadian
Statutery Commission which has on page 58 in the (36 volums
-of iis report, opinad ;—



“ The ordinary method by which, whether for
the purposes of business or Government, one
passes between Bombay and Karacki the Port of
Sind is by sea. Railway communication invelves
a long detour, usually via Lohore”.

A MENACE,

(2) The Commissioner in Sind Act, of 1868, has
made the administration very autocratic and has invoked
resentment in Hindu and Moslem public of Sind alike. It con-
fers upon the Coramissioner-in-Sind the powers of Local Govern-
ment whi;h is negation of the Montford scheme of Reforms,
The people of this Province have been clamouring that the
powers of the Commissioner in Sind under the said delegation -
Act should te withdrawn and he should be placed on the same
footing with the C ommissioners in the Presidency.

8. On the oceasion of the visit of the Right Honourable Mr.
Montague, a special session of the Sind Provincial Conference
was held and a deputation was appointed to place before Lord
Chelmsford and Mr. Montague a memorial in which, among -
other things relating to reform, it was strongly urged that all
the extra powers conferred on the Commissioner in Sind should
be withdrawn. This deputation was headed by the late Honour-
able Mr. Harchandrai. The very question had been taken up-
in the year 1920 by the late Eonourble Mr. G. M. Bhurgri who
had the support of all the educated Sind Hindus,

4, The representation which was made to the Right-
3



Honourable Mr. Montague on behalf of the special Sind
Provincial Conference ruus as tollows :—

- «The Gavernment of 8ind has for the last seventy
years been, in effect an unqualified autocracy, with all
the dfsadvantages eharacteristic of that system. The
Commissioner in 8ind, deriving his numerous powers,
partly, by the unconstitutional powers of successive
inheritance from his ancient predecessor, Sir Charles
Napier tne First and last Governor of Sind, mainly, by
by the frequent delegation to himm of numerous powers
of Local Government by the Governor of Bombay in
Couneil, under the Commissioner in Sind’s act V of 1888,
and recently by the specific reservation to him, in later
acts, of'pov?ers else-where riserved to the Governor in
Counpeil, has to-day become, in most respects, a Loeal
Government itself, without the check of an Executive
Couneil”,

“This concentration of exceedingly wide powers in the
hands of one man, without the simultaneous replacement

of control by the people for eontrol from above, has
naturally resulted in the creation of despotic adminis. °
tration in 8ind. We feel that the vesting of practically

the entire Governmeut ef a Jarge sub province in the .
hands of a single individual leads to the operation of
persoaal opinion and predilections, and fluctuatien in
policy, involves the risk of the misuse of powers and’
militates against the processive liberalization of the ad-

ministration. This effect is felt not only in the depart-
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ments in which he has practically final control, but
even on those matters, in which, while, techrically, he
possesses no greater powers than the Ordinary Divisional
Commissioner, he yet has a greater voice and influence”.

“ Wae also feel convinced, that by the present arrange-

ment Sind is being practically denied the benefits of
Government by the Governor in Ccuncil. Questions
which, in the case of other divisions of the Presidzncy,
after passing through the hands of the Divisional
Commissioners, undergo elaborate criticism in the
Bombay Secretariat, pass the close serutiny of one of
the Members of the Executive Council who is coascious
of his responsibility as a member of Government and
which, sometimes, ever run the gauntlet of a debate in
the Executive Council itself, are, in the case of Sind,
disposed of praectically finally, by the Commissioner in
Sind, whose decisions are uninfluenced not only by the
restraint due to the existence of a higher body with
rovisional powers, but also by the pressure of public
opinion in the province”.

“Further, unlike the other divi:ions of the Bombay Presi-
deney, 3ind not being under the direct administration
of the Government of Bowmbay, is deprived of the benefits
of the statesmanship, liberality, sympathy and broad
outlook ¢f a man trained in the publie life of England
and the open mindedness and freshness of view of & new
oomer to India The administration of those, who, as

in Commissiener in 8ind, hold sway over the affairs of

b



‘this Province, is on the other hand, characterized by
“the irresponsible and bureaucratic spirit with which
‘their long official career imbuses them. Sind also
keenly feols the degradation of her positien in being
-ruled by a Civilian Commissioner, whereas the other
divisions are directly under the Governor of Bombay
in eounocil.”

*“To take another instanee, the control, at present
exercized by the Commissioner in Sind over the Judieial
Administration of the Provines, not only by the powver
of appointing Subordinate Judge, but also by various
other powers under the Sind Courts Act XIV and of
other enactments, reduce the status of the Judicial
Cowmmissioner’s Court and weakens its independence.”

“The Revenus administration’of the Province, almost
exclusively under the final eontrol of the Commissioner
in 8ind, has for years been regarded by people as almost
illiberal and is carried on in disregard of the existing
rights of the Zamindars, The land revenue code of
1879 has, in Sind, been modified by the ‘special ciiculars’
issued by the Commissioner in 8ind. The remision
rules framed by him are in conflict with the principles
laid down by Lord Curzon in his famous reéolution
-on the subject and ignore the higher cost of cultivation
and clearance in Sind.”

“What your memorialists regard as an aggravation of the
‘whole case, is the absence of any attempt to differentiate

batweea the delegation of criminal and revenue powers;
8



and, in helding the view, that anything which affects the-
life and liberty ef the people should not he the subjeet
of delegaticn by executive order. Your memorialists are

_ supported by competent official evidenee tendered before
the Royal Commission upon decentralization in India.
Extensive powers of Loeal Government have been con-.
ferred on al single irresponsible offieial in Sird both
under the Criminal Procedure Code and the Bombay
District Police Aet of 1890.”

“ Withdrawing his own respousibility for the direct
Adwministration of Sind, the Governor of Bombay in

Council leaves it te the Commissioner in Sind te enguire
into and satisfy the needs and requirements of the

Province. These are but few of the many instancesof the
disadvantages suffered by the people uf Sind as a result
of the present irresponible system of Government pre-

vailing in the provines,”
(ends)

The Bombay Prrvivcial Committee which colloborated with
the Royal Statutory Commission has opined on this subject
as under:- _

< %“We are of spinion that the special powers which the
Commissioner in Sind at present enjoys under the
Commissioner in Sind’s Act, 1868 should be done [away

with, and he should be placed in the same position as
Divisional Ccmmissioners in the rest of the Presidoncy”.

Sind is labouring under the despotic rvle of the Commissiener
which has made every officer however; small his . position is
vory outocratie. Ths Legislativb Council does not directly wield

7



any influence en the Government of Sind, because the questions
asked in the Council take a eensiderably long time to be

answered and ars always non-commitéal and evasive.

r————

POLICGE TYRANNY

P R ¢ I

The Pelice Tyranny in $ind is an admitted faet. The
Sind Mahomedan Association had vehemently critieised it in the
course of the address given to His Exeellency the Governor of
Bombay in Noveraber 1928. The said address of the Agseciation

reads as follows:

“ And in dealing with the Pulice might we respectfully
submit that cerruption and tyranny among the police of
this Proviunee. haYe inereassd beyond all bounds, and we
feel it our duty to bring to Yonr Exesllency’s notice
the stern faet that unless the drastic measures are taken
to put a stop to it, the General Administration eof the
Province will be seriewsly hampered. The public of
Sind are waiting to come forward to help by exposing
flagrant instances of this, but they require a definite
lead from the Government to show that there is a real

desire and determination to put a stop to it .

Corruptions prevails extensively in 8ind which is due te the
fact that 8ind is not directly under any Legislative Council
through which the public may be able to remove this evil

by putting interpellations and moving adjournment motions,
8



There is a great discententment among people on this account,
and the only remedy liss in the separation of 8ind and placing it
under a separate Legislative Council.

At

KARACHI PORT
Difficulties in the development of.

20

The 'development of the Port of Karachi has been greatly
hampered on account of the Provincs being under a Governmsnt
which Has been giviug step-motherly treatment to Sind. From
goographieal point of view the Port of Karachi enjoys great
importance. |

The Statesmon of Calcutta wrote, in 1857 :—

“Kurraches, situated in the mouth of Indus, is fast advane
cing in prosperity and into notiee as a sea port. It will pre-
bably soon be known as the first in the Empire, being
superior to Calcutta, Madras, or even Bombay. In a
ecommodious harbour and safe anchorage, it will become
a depot for the commerce (export and impert) of all
Nortaern Indis and Scinde with Europe.”

The first Buropean who visited Sind in the first decade
of the nineteenth century—namely Sir Henry Pottingar has
reforred to Karachi as follows :—

“ Of 1he harbour Qf Karachi I bave always had
the highest opinion.” ‘

9



It will not be out of place to quote the opinion of Sir Justin
‘3heil, oxpressed by him in 1850 :—

“It ean hardly be doubtful that Karachi is destined
to be the great arsenal of the Panjaband North Western
India — perhaps the emporium, and even the real
capital of British India”.

Colonel Jacob, Acting Commissioner in 8iad, ia April 1856,
-reported to the Government of Bombay the. following facts
-about the Port of Karachi :—

* The Pligrims from the countriss oa our North Woest
Border en route to Mecca, and evher holy cities, "would
supply traffic lo the railway and steam flotilla, and in-
crease the intercourss already established between
Kurrachi and the ports of the persian gulf.”

“From Butlej to the 01£us. wheever wishes to com-
municate with any place bey(.)nd the Sea, must™ pass
through Kurraches. It occupies a positien scarcely
less favourable to commerce than that of Aloxandria ™.

+¢ Kurrachee”, says Thornton, “is a position of very
-great importanee, whetter regarded ia a c_ommercial, a .
pelitical, or a military point of view. In s comamercial
point of view, it may be defined the gate of Central
Asia, and is likely to become to India what Liverpool is
to England .

*“ 1% has been officially reported that ascommodation
exists for the reception withia the harbour, at the same

time, of 20 8hips of 800 toms (and any number of
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smaller craft). The climate ef Karachi is cool in pro-
portien to its latitude ; and under British auspices, the
town must specially become a most important pface ™
“Kurrachee, then, is not only the natural port of Seinde,
but also of the Punjab and Central Asia; and the
Scinde railways which cennects it with permancntly
deep water in the Indus at Hyderabad, is only the first
link in that chain of impreved communication which
must at no distant period connect Peshawar, on the
borders of Afghanistan, with the Sea.”

Mr. James Walker L. L. D, F, R. S., was deputed by the
Court of Directors of the Sind Railways to examine the
surroundiogs of the Karachi Port and the plan of its possible
developments, in the year 1857. In the eourse of his report Mr.
‘Walker has stated that :-

“Karachi is capable of being made an excellent
harbour and there are no very great Engineering or
other physical difficul:ies te contend within making it
such. To be the nearest point to Eurepe of all our
Indian possessessions, is important in many points of
view, but more especially with  reference to the
“ Euphrates Valley Route”, and every remark relative
to the direct Communication of Karachee with Suez
is equaliy, if not more applicable to that with Bussrah,
as materially reducing the sea voyage from India.
Hi‘herts beyond the place of the electric chain that
spans the Ewpire, Karachee is destined, ere long, to

becomie the chief seat of the telegraph in India”.
11



% I have elsewhere remarked that Kurrachee is not only
the port of Indus and Central Asia, but, from its
geographical position and other advantages, appears
destined to bacome, if not future mstrepolis of India,
mosb certaihly the sscond city al,nd the European Port
of that Empire”.

The following remark made by Brigadier—General Jacol
C. B. officiating Commissioner, in the middle of the nineteenth
century is very important :-

“ Every increase in facility and' safety of transport will
give fresh impulse to all native productions. The
export of cotton, silk, wool, corn, oil seeds, saltpetre,

- and Indigo, Madder, and other Dyestuffs, is capable
of almost indefinite extensien”.

The sigaificant feature of Karachi is that it- is the nearest
port to Europe. The distance bstween Aden and the following
ports is as follows :-

Karachi to Aden 1435 miles.
Bombay to Aden 1640 ,,

The following observation made on Karachi, as an Air and
sea port, by Sir Montague :De. P. Webb in “the Karachi
Hand book and Directory” (1927—28) will greatly help the
readers of this book in forming opinion abeut the importance og
the port of Karaehi.

“That Karachi will, in course of time, be the Chief
Central Art Port of the British Empire has long been

obvious to all students of the world’s Air Route between
’ 12



west and east, vide the rough, sketch map of the old

world reproduced on the opposite page.”

“The fact that not only English, but also French, Spanish,
Danish, Portugues, American and Australian aviators,
have called at Karachi recently, has attracted the atten-
tion of the whole world to the geographical and other
advantages enjoyed by Sind’s capital; and great develop-

ments may be expected in the near future.”

“Tn the world of commerce and shipping, these advan-
tages have been recognized for over half a century, i. e.
from<the days of Sir Charles Napier; and the history of
the Province and. Port has been one long struggle to
convince first the Government of Bombay, thea the
Government of India, and lastly the Imperial authorities
in Great Britian, that capital extended on ths develop-
ment of the harbour and its Hinterland (the latter by
perennial canals and adequate Railway services), would
assuredly yield the handsome of returns, not only in
money, but also in every other way thal a rapidly
multiplying  population would reasonably desire.
Particulars of those development will be found in later
chapters of this handbook.”

“Karachi the capital of Sind, “the port of Punjib”, ‘the
coming Liverpool of India” and some day “glory of the
East” (to recall 8ir Charles Napier’s affectionate part-
ing words) is abt present a town cf about 217,000 in-

habitants, located ea the Tringe of Lagoon of the
13



Arabian Sea, on the North West Coast of India, and

within twenty miles of the Frontier of Baluchistan.”

Now, it is highly painful to observe that this port.has boen
utterly neglected, on account of its being witusted in an unfor-
tunate province which has been deprived of its right of having
a separate Government. The following passage, from the
address presented by the Karachi Chamber of Commerce to Lord
(then Sir George) Lloyd 1ite Governor of Bombay demonstrates
the feelings of the public on the subject :-

In February 1919, 7when welcoming
Your Exzelloucy to Karachi for the
first time we ventured to set forth-
in explicit terms the matters
wheroin we felt that Sind andthe Port
of Karachi have been grossly neglee-
ted. Scme of the matters have baen
the subjeets of representations from
this Chamber to Government for
nearly a quarter of century without

much result.”

To sum up, Sind has a reason to complain that develop-
ment of its port — the most important one in the whole
India — has been neglected, which is due to the fact that Sind
Thas lost its entity and existance becauss of its having been made
t0 merge into a Presidency which is separated from it by a dis-
tance of 800 miles. _

14



would In coneclusion I like to quote the views of Seth Haji
Abdullah Harcon, Member Tudian Legislative Assembly in

this eonnection”,

“The present capital of the province-
‘the city cf Karachi possesses one of
the finest ports in this country, and
has a great future hefore it. With
complete autonomy in the province,
we will be in a position to make an
effective demand for the direct ar-
rival of the English Mails at
Karachi, which is a nearer port to
Europe tharn Bombay. The commer-
cial interests of the provinee will
thus be greatly promoted. No doubt,
Karachi at present does not possess
the shipping facilities of Bombay,
but Bombay was not built in a day.
It has grown slowly to the present
stature, and it is the arrival of the
E;lglish Mails at Bombay that has
largely contribited to the develop-
ment of that port. ‘ihere can
be no doubt that Karachi will
also make rapid strides in thig
direction, and will be able to beat
in the near future all that Bombay
16



i8 proud of today. As a result of the
Sukkur Barrage, and tbe various
schemes of the Punjab, Karachi
is destined to be one of the
most important places of export in
india. Further an autonomous Sind
will also be able to obtain a direct
routs from Karachi to Delhi by
Rail. This will enable this province
to capture the trade of the most im-
portant parts of country”.

——————

ROADS AND COMMUNICATIONS
NEGLECTED.

It has been a co 1stant complaint of Sind that its Reads and
communications have been neglected. The Sind Mohamedan
Association has been every year convéying this oomplaint to the
Governor of Bombay. Even in the last. November the Sind.
Mahomedan Association made the following representation to
the Governor of Botﬁb&y i

“Your Excellency|will, as the tour of
Sind is made, see that our Province
is more wretchedly served with roadg
than any other Province in India.
‘We know that the natural conditions

are very different from other areas,
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but this does uot do away with the
established fact that Bombay Govern-

ment have sadly neglected us in this

respect. The seriousness of the
situation was recognized very strong-
ly during the ercent floods ; at a time
when speedy transpo:ation facilities
were necessary, the officers and relief
workers found that roads were non-
existent. 'When tne Barrage scheme
comes into existence, the problem of
roads will force its way to the fore.”

Not only that, but the Karachi Branch of the Furopean
Chamber of Commerce has been making persistant appeals to
Bombay Government for the constructions of the mnew Truank
oads and improving the existing ones. In the representation
which the Chamber made to the Governcr' of Bembay it drew
His Excellency’s attention to the following immediate need of
Sind. ’

‘ (a) Better utilization of the river Indus for the irrigatisn
of Sind.

(b) Additional and improved Railway communications-
between Karachi and Bikanir, Rajputana and U. P.

(¢) The ocon:truction out of Provincial Revenue of Trunk
Roads in Siad.}’

In another address the Chamber has complained that :-
17



“Throughout Sind, with the excep-
tion we believe of a few miles, there
are no Trunk Roads maintained out
of provincial revenues and it is im-
possible to proceed outside the
Municipal limits of Karachi in any

vehiele except a eountry cart.”

This is the coudition of Ruads and communications which is
due chiefly to the fact that Sind is the “Cinderella” of the
Presidency, and of the Government of India. R

EDUCATION.

The education has tremendously suffered on acconat of this
-¢ombination. Ia the whole of Proviuce there is not a single
Government College. The atiitude of the Bombay Government
towards eur Primary as well as Secondary education, has been
-unencouraging. A study of the statistics will show that the
M ussalmans of Sind who form 3/4th of the whole population are
‘very much in the rear, even in Primary educatien and -no.
.impartial investigator will come to any other conclusion than
~that, we have not been given our fair share of educational atten-
“tion. Aceording to the annual report of the Director of Public
‘iaufermatien, only about 83, of Mussalmans in Sind have benefit-
ted even by Primary Education. The Auxialiary Committes

‘on  Edueation, ordinarily known as Hartog Conmittee
18



has depicted a painful picture of backwardness of Sind in
Education. A large part of the report is devoted to the
lamentations on the unfair treatment meted out to 8Sind
in respect of Educational grants and encouragement. These
are in a nut-shell some of the disadvantages and diffieulties
whieh can never be overcome until Sind is placed under a
separate Government which may devote its entire attention to
the betterment of this province.
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IV.

PUBLIC OPINION



PUBLIC OPINION.

e B

There is a strong public opinion in favour of Sind separa-
tion, so much so that the people of the whole of India look
forward to it anxiously. This question has achieved all India im-
portance and no constitution worth the name will be acceptable
to the people of India, until and unless the demand for separa-
tion of Sind is concedsd. Almost all the responsible and re-
presentative, Publie Bodies, Public men, Patriots, Politicians,
and newspapors have stronely advecated $his cause.

In order to give an idea of the public feelings on the
subject, I would like to give below some of their resotutions and
epinions in this regard.

1. The First Commissioner of Sind, after Sir Charles Napier
relinquished the charge of Governorship cf Siand, appears to have
firat of all strongly opposed the amsa!gamation of Sind with
Bombay Presideney as will be evident from the. trend in which

he communicated with the Imperial Government on the
subject.

2. On aecount of lack of education and want of public
opinion this unnatural amalgamation did net create open publie
-eppesition in the beginning and it was fer the first time in 1913 —
17 years ago—that this question engaged public attention. The
Henourable Mr. Harehandrai C. I. B.,, Member Imperial Council
in his address as the Chairman Reception Committee all India



National Congress, Karachi, had referred to this sabject in ths
‘following words ;- * On the conquest of Sind by the British in
1843, it was administered as a separate Province with 8ic
‘Charles as its Governor. After his departure in 1847, it was
annexed to the Bombay Presidency and still continues to be so,
although in several matters the Commissioner in Sind uunlike the
Commissioner of ths otaer Divisi_ons, of the Presidency, has boea
invested with the powers of the local Government. Still the
Province possesses several geographical and ethnological charae-
toristics which give her the hall marik of a self-contained terci-

-torial unit.”

8. Agaip, in the years 1917—18, the deputation of the Sind
Provincial Conference waited on the Right Honourable late Mr.
‘Montague the then Socretary of Siate for India, and His Excel.
lency Lord Chelmsford the then Viceroy of India, with a re-
presentation on hehalf of the people of Sind in which they have
alluded tojthis question in the following words, in para 10 of
their representation : —

* The memorialists, therefors venture
to place before you, Sirs, their firm
convietion, that if the introduction
of Responsible Government in India
is to have any reality for the three
and a half million Iodians, who bave

lived, for over 70 years in Siad
under a more autocratic system of
Administration then perhaps pre-

vails in any other provines of India,
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except the Military Provinces, it .is:
+ absolutely -essentidl that, until  ecie-
cumstarices “becomé’ rips for . the
elevation of Sind to the position .ef
an Independént Prevince,with & duly
"responsible Execntive Céuncil’ and &
‘Chartered High Court, ‘the Adminis-
tration of the affairs of our province,
should, for the tinie being, be placed
'direetly - ander  thé ‘Govéernor of
Bombay in Couneil, and all enaet-
ments and measures, which relate te
the .delegation . of. powers to. the,
Commissioner-in-Sind, .be so amend..
ed or  replaced . as .to place the
Commissioner-in-Sind, .on the -same,,
footing .as . other :Divisional;
Commissioners, all the powers..eoms,
ferred on these later being -also re-
$ained by hiw; but nomore. The
Governor :of. Botibay should reside
at Karachi . during ‘a few months of
tha year,, and the ,members of the
Executive Coungil ;. shoyld ,visit the
Province more frequestly than here-
te-fore and at least one of the sessions
of the Bopbay Legxslatwe Couneil

'should be held at Karaeln every

L s 0o

year.”



It may be noted that in the pr;aceding two notes they have
not directly pressed for immediate separation of Sind because
on one hand the public opinion was not so advanced and strong
and on the other it was not the time then for the re-distribution
of Provinces. Théy have made a brief refereace. to the hard-
ships under which the Province was labouring and they have
started with describing the anamoly which existed between the
Bombay Presidency and the province of Sind and by demanding
the divestion of the Commissioner-in-Sind of the special powers
enjoyed by him under the Commissioner-in-Sind Act 1868.

4. The Indian National Corgress in its 42nd Session held
in the end of 1927 passed the following resolution on the subject
of Sind separation:—

“This Congress is also of opinion
that such re-adjustment of Provinecss
be immediately taken in kand and
that any Province which demands
such re-constitution on linguistic
bases be dealt with accordingly.
This Congress is further of opinion
that a beginning may be made by
constituting Sind into a separate
Province ”,

This resolution was proposed by Pandit Madan Mohan
Malavaya and was accepted by the followers of all Schools of
thought.

5. The All India Muslim League has adopted a very strong
. 4



resolution for the Sind separation. The fact that the Muslim
League has passed this resolution conclusively proves that this
demand enjoys the sympathy of seven Crores of Muslim In-
habitants of India.

6. The All Partiss Conforence Delhi has resolved on the
question thus :—

(b) The Conference is of opinion
that simultaneously with the in-
auguration of the new constitution a
redistribution of provineces such as
Andhra, Utkal, S8ind, Karnatak C. P.
Hindi and any other area demanding
separation on a linguistic basis shall

- be undertaken, provided:-

(i) That the separate grovince
shall be financially self-supporting.

(ii) That on the scheme of
soparation being laid befors the
people of the area concerned, with
its financial aspects, the majority of
-the inbabitants favour the scheme
-and express their readiness to bear
the financial responsibility of the
new arrangements.

7. In 1826 when Indian Legislative Assembly and tlie

Council of State were in session at Delhi, the Hindu and Muslim
b



leaders mades several meeting to confer on the question of future
constitution of India. Sir Sankaran Nair (who subsequently
became Chairman of the Central Simon Committee) had invited
Muslim leaders to come forward with their demands about
their rights and privileges in the future Indian constitution.
Mzr. Jinnah called a Meetieg of the Muslim leaders which among
other things demanded jthe separation of Sind from Bombay
Presidency, These demands received the approbation of Hindus
and Mohamedans so much so that it prompted the working
Committee of the Indian National Congress to decide in favour
of 8ind separation, which decision was subsequently corfirmed
in the Madras session of the All India National Oongreés.

8. The Nehru Committee which produced a constitution
for India on behalf of the Indian people has plainly agreed te
‘the question of Sind separation.

9. The All Parties Conference which was held at Lucknow
under the Presidentship Dr. M. A. Ansari (the then President
of the Indian National Congress) to consider the constitution
framed by the Nehru committee unequivocably upheld the re-
commendation 0f the Committee on the subject uader coa-
sideration,

10. On July 17, 1998, the prominent Hindu, Muslim, and
Parsi ropresentatives of 8ind adopted a pact ordinarily known as
the 8ind Hindu Muslim pact, in which they have ianserted a

olause about the Sind separation which runs as under :—
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clty Non-Moslem constituency on the

Congrass Committee,

(1) 'We hereby declare that the in.
tr« duction of joint electerates ang
the separation of Sind from the Bom-
bay Presidency. should be effected
simultaneously. '

(5) The DProvince -of 8ind, (so
constructed) shall enjoy ths full
measurs of provincial autenomy as
shall be accorded to the other Major
Provinces of India, and further it
shall not be attached to any other

Province,

(8) As regards the feasibility of
separation of Sind, from the financial
point of view, we declare that we
shall cut our coat according to

our cloth ”,

This pact was signed by Hindu Muslim and Parsi represent-
tives, among whom are to be found tte following gentlemen:-

HINDUS.

Mr. Naraindas Anandjee Bechar representing the Karachi:

Councll Swaml Govindanand M. A., President Sind Provincial
Mr. K. Punniah Editor Sind Observer, .
Mr. 1. K. Jeswani M. A; Editor New Times and Secretary 1ndian.

7
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Merehants Chamber, Mr. Tarachand l[unioipﬂ Counciller, M.
Tikamdas Wadawwal Bar-at-law Munieipal Ceuncillor, Mr.
Ram. B. Motwani, Mr. Rijhwmal Kundansing Lakori M. A,
LL. B, Chyirman Muaioipality Larkana, H}; Pribhdas Tolani
B. A, Meoasrs Besaut Ram & Arjandas Members Sukkur Bar,
Mr. C. T. Valeeha B. A, Messrs Kishindas Jhamrai, Pamandas,
Ramchand, Mr, Jethanand Parsram KEditer 8ind Herald, Pre-
fessor Jhamatmal, Mr. Lalchand Jagtiani, Mr. Vishnoo Sharma
Editor Hindu Jati: and Mr, Gopaldu Lekhraj Editor: Parkash,

MOSLEMS.

Seth Huji Abdulleh Haroom, Member Indian Legi;latln
Assembly, Shaikh Abdul Majid Presidens Bind Provinelal Khilatat
Committee, Seth Tayabali Alavi and Mr. Hetima A. Alavi Muni.
cipal Couneillor Karachi, Haji Mir Mahomed Balech Monaber
Legislative Council Bombay, Mr. Abdul Jabar Bar-at-law
Munioipal Couneiller, Dr, Shikh Nur Mabemed N. B. B. §; Mr.
Allahbux Editer Alwakid & Kazi Abdul Qayam.

PARSIS.

Mr. Jsmshed N. R. Mekts, Prosident, Karachi Kupioipliﬁy and
Mr. R. K. 8idhva Muniocipal Oounciller nd M.o-bor Port Trust

Kaiachi.

This pact reeeived universal sceeplanse all over Bind. as it
was framed undor the auspleies of the Sind National League,
11. The Sind Mahemedan Auoeution in m ropruontatlol

to the 8imon Comnmian hu rnnrkod on thq lubJoet thas -
8



“The Province of Sind has absolutely
nothing in common with the Bombay
Presidency. The umion is based
neither on ethnologic, geograpkicals
linguistis. agrieultural ner any other
gsound eonsiderations. A mere acci-
dent that it was the army of the
Bombay that conquered Sind is res-
porsible for this unnatural arrange-
ment. Our Prevince has suffered
very much en this aceount, edu-
catiomally, economieally, and socially
we are far behind the Presidency:

Even the development of the Pert of
Karaghi has been impeded on
acoount of the jealousy of the
Bombay harbeur. Looking to these
and several other circumstances, this
association stromgly urges that the
Prevince of Sind sheuld be separat-
ed from the Bombay Presidency and
given its own Executive and ILegis-
lative machinery. This is the de-
wand of the majority of population
whick includes Musilmans, Parsis,
Christians business people belenging
to different eommunities and a large
section of the bread minded Hindus.

9



The lméire Muslim India is al.o

strongly in favour of this preposal

and eoven the Imdian Nationa)

Cengress bas recognized the justiea

of this detnand”,

This reprasan&atioﬁ was made by the most important re-

presentative Institution representing the entire Muslim Publie
of Sind which forms 3/4th ef the entire population ef Sind.

12. The All India Muslim Conference which was held at
Delhi on 31st Decomber 1928, and 1st of January 1920, urder
the Presidentship of His Highness Sir, Agha Saltan Md. Shah
Agha Khan K. C.1.E, G.C. 1. E.,, G.C.8.1, G. C.V,0, L.L.D,,
has unauimously resolved in favour of Sind separation as

follows ;-

“And whersas on ethaclogisal lin~
guistic, geographical and Adminis-
trahve grounds the Province of Sind
bhas no affisity whatever with the
rest of the Bombay Pres'deney and
its unconditional constitution into & .
separate province, possgssiong‘ its
owu separate Legislative and Ad-
igigistrative machinery on the same
lines as in ‘otl_zer provinees of India
is essential in .the interests of its
people, the Hindu minority in Sind

_being given adequate and oﬁectw&
10



reprosstation in excess of their
preportion im the population, as
many may be given fo Mussalmans
in the previmees in which the cemsti-

tute a minority pepulation”.

This reselutions was meved by s premisent public man 8ir
Mian Md. Shefl K.0.S.I. late law member Gevernment of India
;and was supperied by 8ir A. K. Ghazuavi, Moeulana Md. Shaf
Dasedi M. T. A, Dr. Bir Md. Iqbal Ph. D. L. L. D, M. L. C,
My, Skaruf-ul-Dia M. L.C, K. B, Heflz Hidayat Hussain
M. L. C. Veulvf Md. Yakeeb Deputy Presiden 1ndian Legisla-
‘tive Assembly Dr. Shafeat M4. Ahmed Khen Ph. D. M. L. C.
Mr. Abdul Aziz Bar-at Law, Mr. D. 8. Tayebji M,L.C.. Bombay,
Seth Haji Abdullah Haroen M. L. A. Moulsxa Azad Sabhani,
Bhoeikh Md. Sadiq Ber-at-law M. L. ©. and Moulana Md. Ali,

The anxioty of thess gentlemea about this question will be

seon frem the fact tkat this resolution has been eereluded in
tho following words :—

“%This Confersnes emphatioally de-
elares that ne eonstitution, by viox;n-
se-ever propesed or devieed, will be
ascopiable to  Imdian Musalmans
unless it sonforms with sho prineiples

embodied in this reselusions.”

13. In Nevember 1938 a represeniation was submitied te
1 :



the Ali Parties donvehtion Calcuits, on behalf of Musalmans oé
8ind by a very prominent Muélim ropreseqtative of 8ind
namely Seth Haji Abdul Haroon, Member Indian Legislative
Assambly, ete, The 7th‘clauss of the representation relates to
Sind separation and rucs as fo'lows —

Clause 7.

that the Province of B8ind shall be

separated from the Presidency of

Bombay as tbe majority of its people

have already so desired it and that

its separation shall in no ease bemade

oonditional on the results of tng

financial and administrative oon-

siderations as recommended. in the

resolution No & of the All Parties
Conferenas *'.

Explanatory Note,
Those who are occnversant with con-
troversy en the separation of. 8ind
know fully well that majority of the
_ people favour its separation. The
vrganizations of all India fame have
acoepted this demand and aecordingly
have recommended the separation of
" ofthe province. At first the separation
was inolued in the famous Delhi-
Musiim proposals. The All India
Congress Committes (May 1927) and
the National Congress at Madras
.13



(Dsesmber 1927) alsu supperted this
separation. Inspite of the strong re.
commendation of these influential
bodies one fails to understand why
the All Parties Conference at
Luknow (vide their Resol: No, 4 )
have made the separation eonditional.
The majority of the 8ind people
want to make it clear that the sopa-
ration should not be delayed on
acocountof thegrantof dominion status
as suggested. in the Nehru report and
that tha Nehru report should be so
amended a¢ to accept the formation of
8indintoaseparate provinceatthenext

meeting of tha Nehruite Convention,
Farther that this separation should
not be hinged on financial and Ad-
wministrative considerations. If the
separation is made conditional it
would confirm the gei.uine -fears of
tbe Muslims who would take it as a
fresh proof of the lack of statesman-
shipon the pait of the leaders of the
frmjor commnnity.ﬁ_""f"l‘o conciliate the
Mus!ims it would be better if the
Members of the Nehru Report sare-

fully eonsider the following resolu-
18 ’



tion of the Sind Khilafat Conference
at Bukkur from the 27tk to 29th Qct.
1928) it runs as under :—

“ Whereas the major portion of
population of Sind (Muslims) is pre-
pared to shoulder the cost of the
admiunistration of the separated pro.
vince to the tullest extent of the re-
sources of the Prevince and further
»s any deficit can be made up by
tbe Central Goverament, the simul.
taneous separation of the province
with the coming into operation of
the recommendations under the
Nehru Report should not be made
conditional on any financial enquiry
but should be made absolute™.

The above Conference was
attended by ovsr two thousand dele-
gates, and was representative in
character, further in the above
resolution it is significant to note
that the Muslims are fully alive te
the additional expenditure which
may be incurred on the establish
ment of a separate province. Their
desire for a separate province is sup-
ported by their willingness to bear

14



to the fullest extent of the resourees

of the Prevince the additional cest

of a separate province. Anocther im-

portant fact which may perhaps

interests the members of gho Nehru

Report is that the.above resolution,
' was carried unanimous;ly in the
presence ef the S‘taunch\ Nehruites

viz. Dr.Ansari, Moulana Abdal Kalam
Azad, Mou~lv_i HabibubRohman# of
Ludhiana and others.

The majority of the people of.
8ind .are firmly convinced that with
ocomparatively such - a large revenue
of two crores of rupees and a popu-
lation of 35 lacs, Bind connot only
maintain its Administration bhut car
make progress, 'T'hey naturally ask,
with such a large Revenue and se
small a population their provines

caanot be conducted on efficient
and ever pregresszive lines,
when the states of Travancore and
Gwalior with the respective revenues
of 205 and 140 laes, and populations
of 40 and 24 lacs are are administerad
in an enlightened manner. I1strong-
ly suppert them in such a view. If
15



the above examples are not sufficient
I further substantiate with the in-
stances of the Punjab and Assam.

These Provinees respectively have
revenue of eight crores and 275 lacs
& pepulations of 2 crores and 75 laes
and yet both these provinces are
conducted in such a way that none can
doubt their effiecient administration,
. The model of Bombay administration
is cortainly very expensive and ex-
travagent and a separated Siad will
not be under any obligation to follow
it. It is quite eleart that 8ind adminis.
tration cannot only be ecenomically
run but also can be conducted on
efficient and progressive lines (for
faets and figures in support of this
view see schedule A. No.3.). Granted
that 8ind has deficient Budgets, the
Central Gevernment should ecome
to its aid, It should give sub.
sidy on the same lines as it gives to
the Provinces of N, W. F., Ajmeg
Merwar and Delhi. But the
mojority of the people of Sind are

stronely of opinion that their Pro-

vinee should not in any case he

16



denied the Status of a separate pro-
vinee nor should they be deprived of
- the manifold privileges which are sure
te aecrue te them as a result of such
a separsaion. If on the next instal.
ment of reforms Sind is not con-
stituted as a separate province, I am
affraid that its people will remain

dissatisfied and discontented and

what is important to us—the framers
ef India’s constitution is that they

will carry on $heir present vehement

and vigorous agitation until the
separation tecomes an established

fact”.

The memorandum submiited by the All India Moslem
Legislators (i. e. Members of the Couneil of State, Indian Legis-
lative Assembly, & Allthe Provincial Legislaturess) Association
contains the following passage in which the im:sediate separa-
tion has been demanded :-

“ It also urges; the separation of Sind
feom the DB:mbay- Presidency and
its creation as o separate self contain-

ed province *’.

15. The Parsi community whieh is in minority much less
than the Hindu community even, isentirely ly infavour

17



of Sind separation. Mr. Jamshed N. R. Mehta President
Karachi Munieipality, who is a moving spirit among
the Zooristrian community, and whose “ opinion
in the words of Pandit Jawherlal Nehru President
Indian National Congress (vide his letter dated June 8th 1928)
“on this question is bound to carry weight with all reasonable
men” has issued several booklets on this subject, and to acquaint
the readers of this book with \the foelings of Parsi community, I
give some extracts from Mr. Jamshed’s book “Separation of Sind”
which will show the eagerness on their part 1o ses Sind separa-
ted :- "

“1. Sind is a distinct previnee in life,

habits, circcumstances and dress.

2. It is also geographically distinct
from Bombay.

3. With the best of sincerity, it is
too far cut for Administrative pur-
poses and after ‘all, the Governor,
the Members -of the Exeoutive
Council and even the Ministers or
the Members of the Council can give
hardly one fifteenth of their atten.
tien to Sind.

4. Problems of 3ind ars so totally
different from those of the Presidency
that it is difficult to bring them into
lire.

18



5. Sind, with its Governor or a chief
Commissioner and a Council, can
and well command more attestion.
Questions will be answered and pro-
blems and difficulties solved aund
tack'ed on the spot. We have not
to wait for months, years and genera-
tions on the strength of that beauti-
fully worded and seemingly sym-
pathetic  answer, ¢ the watter
is under consideration of the

Government .

6. We mut develop Sind and
the only way is to take the matters
in our own hands main road to
freedom is the right education of
children and adults. We shall never
be uble to do this when joined with

other parts of the Bombay

’

Presidency.

7. T am not afraid of the finances.
gir Henry Lawrence about 5 years
ago had produced ecertain figures to
show that the Geverment spends
more on Sind than what it recovers.
The very same figures are not hope—
less or disappointing. On the other

hand, they convince me of the
19



Bas conclusively proved the case for separation.

~ eertainty of our being able to manage

our own finances.

8. There remains the question of
‘eapital liability on aeeoun§ of Suk_kdr
Barrage. I feelit would be manaqu
il we take it up as a loan from the
Government of India at the present:
rate of Government interest, 43 7/, for
a period of 60 ysars. 1amsure we shall .
ke able to manage it ,well, speon_a_l_ly .
. if the Government of India will back
up our co-opsrative movement ty
guarantee a scheme of a Land. Mor-‘
tage Bank with & cap;tal of Rs five

crnree

9. Separation of 8ind will | give

us geope to ehalk out our own line of
‘salvation by way of roads, traffic and

other development schemes which

are essential for our provinee”.

16. The Committee appointed by the Bombay Legisla.ti\)’e
Council to collaborate with the Royal Statutory ($imen) Coma-
mission oonsisted among others, of Mr. Sayed Miran Moha-
med Shah, M.L.C,, B.A. LL. B. as its Member,,
bae devoted the whole of his «“ Minute of dissent ” cov‘ering about
12 printed pages to the discussion ef this problem in which he

20

This gentleman

It is needless o



guote the eontents of his minnte here, as it is available 8very-

whers.

" 17. 'The great anxiety which prevails among the people of
the provinee for the separation of Sind will be discernible from
the faot that in every Taluka in the province, meetings arve held
wharein resolutions to that effect are passed in most ewmphatic
terms. In Hyderabad Sind, a meeting of the Nawabs, Sirdars,
Zamindars and leading personages of the four distriets of Lower
8ind (i{.e.Hyderabad, Nawabshah, Tharparkar and Karachi) was
convened on the 318t of May 1930 by Shah Sir Nawaz Bhutto,
CLE. O.B.B, M.L.C. K.B,, in which a resolutions was passed te
thoeffect that with the inauguration of New reforms, the separa-
tion of Sind must be effected. This was followed by resslations
passed in the Maotings held for this purpose, at Kotri, Sukkur,
Larkana, Karachi, Bhikarpur, Kambar, Mehar, Hyderabad,
Sehwan, Mirokhan and alinest in every part of the Provineo.

i
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V.

- NO DIFFICULTY

( IN SEPARATION )



NO DIFFICULTY,

(In the Sepasation)

Is the 2rea & the popdlation too small

for a Province?

There has never existed in the past nor dees exist at present
ary law, censtitution or convention presoribing the limits—mini-
mum or maximum of any territory or Provinee in the world.
There are biggest Empires like the :,British;]’i‘.mpire extending-
from East to West ostensibly inest unwiedly for efficient ad--
ministratien. There are kingdoms of considerably large size and:
small size like Russia and Nepal; thore are again the biggest states
like the Nizam’s Dominions, Mysore and Bareda, and the
smallest like Travancore, Sangli and Morvi. Each of these
Ewmpires, Kingdoms, countries and States are being administerat-
ed preperly~vught we to know. 1f the considerations ef area and
population were to be deciding factor in the matter of consbitu--
ting a separate Province, Assam could not have been so econs--
tituted at the time of its birth for surely it muss have been,
a9 it is now, tho smalleést province as compared to the other
previnces in India. Sind is only a few thousand square miles
smaller than Assam while Assam has got 15,0(50 square miles,
-as Waste land ineapable of development. Asregards population,
the development of the Barrage zone (which will raise the eulti--



vable area of the Previace ‘from twe and a quarter million acres
to mearly six -millien acres) ~will givs impetus within a short
compass of time, te the figure ¢f population.

Apart frem the abeve facts im cemnectien with the area and
population of Sind, sheuld we not in fairness, compare and see if
there exists any province within the British India smaller than

~Sind itself? Take for imstance Coorg, North West Frontier pro-
vince, Ajmere, Merwar, stc. Ceorg kas get enly 1,682 square
miles in area and has a population of only 165,838. Nerth West
Frontier has got 16,466 square miles area and 22,47,696 popu-
lation. Figures for Merwar—Ajmere are net available Jbut that
province is also smaller than Sind. I am not losing sight of the
fact that they being maintained from the sulsidies advanced by
the Central Government besides their own Revenues. Besides
there are no administrative difficulties owing te their small

size and their population.

Wil ther not be snough werk for a Governor

and a Cabinet.
el ©) ) e

I¢ is an indisputable fact that: there is considerable work
‘10 keep bury the Heads of all Departments in Sind and in some
cawes there is a eomplaint that there is so much >table and eut-
door werk that the heads ef all Departments are hardly able to
¢ope with it, despite the faet that at present Bind is a neglested

prevince and no new develepmenis are undertaken. Hewever
9
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when the Barrage works are over the population will consider-
3bly increase and so the work ef the Revenue and Public Works
Departments, because then the cultivated area of the province
" will be raised from two and a quarter million acres fo nearly siz

millions acres. Imagine the great differnce.

Moreover in the beginning when Sind is constituted into a
separate autonomous provinee, it may not he necessary te keep
more than two Ministers with a salary of 2,600 or 3,000 a month
to make cabinet. The less busy the Governor and his Ministers
ave with routine the more they will be able to pay attention to
the general good of the province (coming in direct touch with
the people), although the matters of Sind are beund te grow in
volume and complexity, after the mceptmn of Barrage, so much
so that they will keep the Governor as engaged as he is now,

e

Amalgamation of Baluchistan with 8ind.

Some people are of opinion that Baluchistan should be
amalgamated with Sind. There is no doubt that this suggestion
does, to some extent, appeal tu our mind. I wish it may b9
be annexed to Sind, because it would give a relief to those lacs
.of peple who are rotting under a despetic and extremely auto-
cratic Government. The declaration of Martial Law in Sholapur
has shocked people but the inhabitants of Baluchistan are
always labouring under a lawless Law. They are being
ruled by Military officers, who administer law and justice
aceording to their whims. People have no independence of ex-
pression. No newspaper is allowed to raise its head. No atten-

tion is paid to education. People have no voice in the adminis-
3



tration. All officers are * Bosses ”” and the psople their slaves,
Baluchistan looks more like a Cattle-Pound than a Provinee

under the benevolent British rule.

It is alleged that the Government of India is contributing
lacs cf rupees for the maintenance’of Government in Baluchistan,
but it is ne use disguising the fact that $his money is not spent
on the well-being of pespls.. It is squandarsd over the ‘“main-

tenauce of the prestige, and diguity of officials”.

Mr. Ali Mohamed H. Rashdi Editor Sind Zamindar Sukkur
will be shortly publishing a book giving his experiences about
Baluchistan where he has spent nearly four months studying
varioas preblems of that country. The book describes in a pathetic
language, the innumerable sufferings of Baluchistan and the
feasibility of the proposal of amalgamating it with Sind. I
think this book will be of great help in facilitating the scrutiny

of various aspects of this question.

Personally, I feel that the amalgamation of Baluchistan
with Sind will be a blessing and a relief for the suffering lacs, and
will also remove the objection that Sind .is teo amall in area and
populatien to be a separate province. It is quite possible that
from Political point of view there may be some difficulties in
doing this, but on the whole I find that horrible exag-
gerations are being made to magnify these so-called difficulties.
‘The inner object in their so doing is that they want to keep this
“ Summer Health resort” within their grip and so they always
feel reluctant in restoring independence to it, which will automa-
tically come if it becomes a part of Sind.

4



Apart from this, the incorporation in 8ind of the previwee
‘of Baluchistan will be benefitial in the fellowing respesets parti-

cularly:-

(1) That in summer when $ind becemes hot, Ziarat amd
Qustta will serve as the summer residen¢es of the Governor ef
‘Sind—Baluchistan. Theie will be no exira expenditure en
building new houses for the Governor, bseause the existing
palatial residences of the Hor’ble the A.G. G. at both the
places are as good as the Gevernment Houses ef Bombay er
Makableshewar.

(4

{2) 'That when services will be provineialised and it will

net be pessible to shift officials, whose service bacomes undesira-
e in Sind, to Presidency 'a.sr is being done mew, Baluchistan
‘would serve as a place for dealing with undesirable and incorri-
gible Government servants. Sind being backward in education and
awakening, it has often been notieed that some public servants
oecupying responsibleposition in Sind, indulge in eorruption, and
carty on regular expleitation. All efforts to impreve or deal
with them locally prove ahertive. In that lease the pelicy has
been to shift such incorrigibles to scme distant cerners of the
ﬁombay Prasidency where there is no possibility of their itching
palms being greased. It is in this manner that at present Sind
nips this nuisance in the bud. But when the Province of Sirnd
is limited to the existing seven districts only, and it beeomes
impossible to free it from -the yoke eof undesirable officials by
pushing them to a distant place as the Presidency, a pressinz
peed would be felt to make seme special arramgement fer-
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obviating this difficulty, I think Baluchistan would be the best
piace te accomodate and even improve sueh public servants,
and hence its’ amalgamation is highly desirable.

Anyhow, whether Baluchistan is amalgamated or not Simi,
as it is, is bound to keep the new Sind Government husy.

UNNECESSARY EXPENSE ON A CABINET.

e ()} av———

The Bombay Gevernment has laid great stress on the point
that there will be unnecensary expense on a cabinet of at least
“three ministers”, in the new Sind Government. I do not
find any foree in an argument of this nature. I think two
ministers will be quite sufficient to furm a cabinet in the begin-
ning. If need be weo shall keep 8, 4, or five. Mr. Jamshed
N. R, Mebta, President Karachi Munipality has rightly said
that :-

“ Three or four thousand a month on
a Minister is not an item to be
afraid of, when a small Municipality
can pay anything between 500 -to
to 900 rupees to its’ chief officers

‘such an item is not worth consider-
ing. If my business, expands, 1
keoep more men, If there is ne need,

I do not. Few thousands here and

there make no diffence whatsoever”.
6



It is quite needless to dwell upon this so-called “admiais-
trative difficulty” at any leugth, because it looks on the very face
of it simply imaginary and ridiculous. If Sind spends a few
thousands of rupees per month on it’s cabinet, it will compara-
tively derive a far greater advantage from it. If Khairpur State
with an ennual income of Rs. 25 lakhs is able to keep an
Executive Council, costing 6 to 9 thousands rupees |per men-
sem. ( Allowances & Travelling expeunses extra) I see no reasoa
why Sind will not be able to maintain a cabinet—of 2 or 3

ministers,

v P

Will Sind be deprived of the control and advice
of a large number of Experts. '

00

It is alleged that Sind will in case of its separation from
Bombay Presidency lose the control and advice of a large number
of experts like the Director of Public Instruction, the Inspactor

General of Police, the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, ete.

The fact i9 that 3ind would not mourn much if by achievizg
‘independence it forgoes the control and advice of the Bombay,
Heads of Departments. There is no conspicious blessing which
raay have been hestowed upon Sind by these “ experts ”. Firstly
we are sceptic about their usefulness, in as much as the problems
of our country are concernnd, and secondly hardly 1/15th of their
atteantion goes to our affairs, as they have to think of the entire
presidency and not of Sind exclusively. They are residing in
Bombay or Mahableshewar — at a distance of nearly a thoussnd

7



miles from Sind, and there is a little hope that they are able to
understand the divergent and complicated problems of our pro-
vince. They do, indeed visit Sind, but for how many days during
a year? At the most ene week! This “one week’ goes on interviews
dinners and entertainments and they hardly take ths trouble to
go out in mofussil and see for themselves the wretched condition
of the country. I think that great persian post Hafiz hasrightly
represented our feelings ‘on this subjeet, in the following
maxim :— . )

o b e s e e | S rad) Fye
(I expect no favour at yeur hands but pray dont harm me).

Apart from this I feel that Sind will not lose the control
and adviee of experts when Sind is separated, as alleged by the
Government of Bombay. Sind has already got separate heads
of Departmeats namely the Deputy Inspector General of Police,
Deguty Director of Agriculture, Educational Inspsctor, Assistant
Commissioner income tax, Conservator of Yorests, Director of
Health, Superintendent salt and excise. They are as competent
as the Bombay | Bosses. They are ih no way inferior to the .
Bombay Votaries. With due respect to the latler,
we could get a better, more concentrated and efficient adminis-
tration by having our own men. Under the existing system of
adminisiration of the Bombay Presidency, mere attention cannot
be paid, notwithstanding all the sincerety of the Governor or the
heads of various departments. It is a fact that it takes weeks -
and months to get decisions of the Bombay Government on
very small matters. *“ We dont want” in the words of Mr.

Mohta “a red tap a thousand miles leng. 1f at all we must
8



bave it,let us have it in eur midst so that we ean pull it the
other way at our own satisfaction.’,

LACK OF BRAINS,

Certain friends, who are opposed te separation on account:
of some personal motives, are making insinuation that there is
lack of brains in Sind and that the people of this province would
not be able to carry on administration with efficiency. State-
ments such as these indicate lack of faith in the eapability of the
people of Sind. But they are not well-grounded. 8ind has pro-
duced Shah Abdul Lateef-—the Great Poet, and many others
who rose to the rank of the Prime Ministers to the Moghul
Emperors. Even at present Sind has got many brilliant brains
literary men, Politicians and Legislators. Why they have net
shined out is due to the reason that Sind is in bondage. Slaves
ean not eompete with those who have been born and brought up
in independent and advanced atmosphers, Moreover theve is
lack of edueation in Sind and consequently some very brilliant
Brains are going- without education. There is very little chanee
for the people of this province to make name because somehow
they are under a Military rule.

Nevertheless, Sind, as it is, contains quite a large number
of ecompetent men who would run the administration mestsatisfac-
torily. I would like to quote here the opinion ef Mr. P.R. Cadell
C.S8.1. 1. C. 8., Tate C hief Secretary Government of Bombay and

° .



late Commissioner in 8ind which he has expressed in his recent
article on Sind Separation, published in _the Asiatic Review and

reproduced in the “Daily Gazette” of July 15th, 1930 :-

o As regards local ability, there
need be no apprehensxon Tl}e
Hindus of Sind, it comparatwe]y fow
in number, possess a hlgh degree of
mtelhgence sufficient in any circums-
tances t> safeguard their position;
nor are the Sindhi Mohamedans, or
the Baluchi immigrants, in any way

- lacking in brain power or adminis-
trative capacity”.

I think this is sufficient evidence to remove all apprehen -

sions about the alleged incapability of Sindhis to run the ad-

ministration.

It is a wicked lis that there is lack of brains and learned
men in Sind. Despite the fact that, as expressed by the Hortog
Committee, Sind has not received fair treatment at the hands of
the Bombay Government in the mafters educational, a small
town as that of Shikarpur contains as many as one hundred
Moslem graduates, leaviog Hindus aside. Although I dislike
making personal references, yet it is no use disguising the fact
that it is. Sind which is proud of having produced men like Mr.
M. A. Jinnah, and the Honourable Khan {Bahadur Sir Ghulam

Hussain Hidayatullah General Member Government of Bombay.
10



~ Why not ¢ Equal Privilege*’?

ipennte wam——

The Bombay Simon Committee, has emphasized that :-

* If Sind were a separate province, it
could not, at such an early stages
expect an equal privilege, and it
" would, therefore, inevitatfy be denied
the advantages of any further step

forward which Bombay may secure’.

Tiiis argument is obviously extremely fallacious. I thinkI
should, instead of making any other comment, quote the repu-
diatory remarks made by a membsr c¢f the same committee—
Sayed M. M. Shah:.

“1 regret to remark that it is a very
illiberal and narrow view taken of
the rights of the people. It strikes
at the very root of the principle of
solf-determination to the people of
JIndia involved in the education of
1917. It also, I am afraid, recom-
mends a Polizy of discriminating
differentiation between proviuce and
prevince in India so far ai their
right to self-Government is concern-
od. Why Sind can not claim “equal

privilege ” is not expressly explained.

11



.Apart from injustice Isee no logic
in the above statement. Sind has
to the common knowlege of all, re-
-mained as a part and parcel of the
Bombay Presidency since about 1847
A D. Since its connection with the
Presidency it has been enjoying the
Political status and privileges con-
ferred on the latter. The people of
'Sind have as much participated in
the legislation of the Presidency and
-have, therefore, as much training in
the art of lagislation as the people of
-the Presidency. Old as well as new
‘reforms have been worked by Sindhis
as much as the people of the rest ot
the Presidency. How is it just or even
Jogieally sound that tﬁose very
people;who have enjoyed equal rights
-and privileges with their colleagues
An the Presidency should be denied
equal status simply because *they
want to develop separately. Why
:should one component part of a
‘body—Politic be considgred inferior
to the rest of the body? Every
Province includicg Assum is demand.
ing Provincial Autonomy. If others
-got, Sind will surely get. If others

- 12



do not get Sind will also have to
wait. In the circumstances there is
no reason to preclude 8Sind from get-
ting the privileges to be conferred
upon the other provinces. This.
argument advanced against Sind
could logically be applied to a
province like the N. W. Frontier
Province and British Baluchistan
which have never had a fraining in
the field of self-Government, but
could it, in all fairness, be applied to
Sind (on separation) when it has as
much experience behind it as the
Presidency proper. Apart from the
indisputable right of Sind to an
equal status with the rest of the
Bombay Presidency, I for my part
consider it preferable for Sind to get
separation and be content with the
present system of Govornment for
some time, rather than to consent
to remain as a slave of the
Presidency for ever. I agree with
Mr. Jamshed Mehta, when he says
in his pamphlet ¢ separation of
Sind”:—

“If Bombey becomes autonomous
and Sind does not after all it can be

at the most for 5 years. These b
13



years will pass away as a stage of
transition and what is 5 years in the
history of a nation *’?

The above quoted remarks of Sayed Miran Mahamed $hah
are literally true, and it is unwise to give this simple thing so
nuch significance that it should -become an stumbling block in
the separation. |

The apprehensions of the Hindus.

Some Hindus, very few in number of course, are opposing the
secparation. They are actuated be communal feelings and have
adopted “Dog in the Manger” Policy. Those who are aware of
the conditions prevailing in India, will easily see through this
move of our friends, who, fortunately happen to he very few in
numbser. It is really unfortunate that the contagious disease of
communal Jaumiice has affected some.very learned men who are
prepared to sacrifise their eountry for the sake of a few loaves
and fishes. They do not look to the iuterests of the country
and thereby they are doing infinite harm to the progress and
well-being of Sind and India. That those communalists who
oppose the separations are being looked te with centempt
by the soberminded Hindu gentlemen, will be evideni from the
following remarks made by Pandit Jawherlal Nehru President
Indian National Congre:ss in the course of a letter addressed by
bim to Mr. Jamshed N. R. Mehta President Karachi Muniei~

pality dated June Sth, 1928 :
14



“ T entirelv agree with you that
a mess has heen made about the
question of making Sind a separate

province. It was obviously a matter
for dispassionate consideration and
should have been decided largely

in accordance with the wishes of the
people of Sind. DBut it has now be-
come not only an All India question
and one affecting Hindu—Moslem
relations but one of those questious
which give rise to so muh passion
that it is impossible to consider them
calm'y. This is very unfortunate
but I do not see how we can shelve
the matter now. It has to
be faced whatever the consequen-
ces. Perhaps you are aware that
only a year or so ago the leaders of
the Maha Sabha were entirely agree-
able to the separation. As for as
Congress men were concerned they
have been committed to it for the
last seven years. Lut now it is not
a question of logie or reason for most
persons. As it is net pessible for us
toghelve it the only other ccurse open
is for such of us as can consider it
with some measure of equanimity
to study thz question and _give their
opinion .
15



Our Hindu friends like Prof. Chablani are opposing the
separation by bringing in financial and such other groundless
bogies. When the majority ef the inhabitants of Sind, namely
Mussalraans who form £th of the entire population and also the
majority of Hindus, is quite ready to bear any additional ex-
penditure that may be in curred in consequence of separation, why
-should these few communalists be afraid of it ?

From a cursory perusal of the preceding chapter (* Public
epinion”) every one would come to know that all the responsible
Hindu institutions, the 1ndian National Congress with its Hindu
President, the Nehru Commitive with Pandit Motilal as its
chairman, the Sind Hindu league (having within its fold almost
all the representative Hindus of 8ind,) have unequivocably ac-
eepted the separation. Even in their individual ¢apacity almost
all the prominent Hindu gentlemen are in favour of separation.
Not only that but they are carrying on regular propaganda and
are making efforts with utmest enthusiasm.

If the minorities have any apprehension about some im-
-pending calamity after Sind is constituted into a separate pro-
vince, the Parsi community should be, I think, more afraid of it

‘whicls numerically is much less than the Hindas in Sind, but yet
‘it is more anxious for the separation than the Moslems or Hindus.
Personally I foel that it is highly in the interests of the Sindh
Hirdus that the grovince should be sepax"ated, btecause they are
obviously great loosers in the existing amalgamation. If you
take into consideration the present strength of the Sind Hindus
in the Bombay Legislative Council you would fiad that the
whele bulk of the Hindu population is represented by thres

-members enly! 1If Sind is separated they will get mors repre-
16



sentation and wiil have adequate voice in the Government.

The Hindus of Sind are far more advanced in every sphere
of life, than the Moslems. The trade is monopolised by them,
Most of the Government offices have been captured by them,
Educationally they are more advanced than Mussalmans. TLegal
profession is entirely in this hands. All the Municipalities are
under their thumb. Not only that but even 407/ lands have
been usurped by them. If Sind is separated their strength is
bound to increase by leaps and bounds, and there need be ne ap-
prehension whatsoover. When Sind is separated, the roads and
communigation would greatly increae and so it will give a consi-
derable impetus to the trade in Sind which is entirely in the
hands of Hindus.

Hindus are feeling apprehensive that the separatien of Sind
would add to the number of provinces in which Mussalmans are
in majority. But I can not understand in what way the
Moslem majority could harm them. I don’t think, so long as
British rule exists, there will be any hand to hand fight between
Hindu and Moslem Provinces. 1f Hindus dream of some Civil
war, in which one province may wage war with another province,
then of course, they can have some justification to say that
Sind should not be separated because it would add to the strength
of Moslem provinces and come in their way when Hindu pro-
vinces raise arms against them. But such vicieus plans must
be frustrated and if that is the only object under lying their
opposition, I think no heed need be paid to what they say or
suggest. I have heard some Hindus tellings that if Sind. is

separated it may seme time join with other Meslemn Provinees
) 17 '



in inviting the onslaught of Afghans and thus establishing
Moslem rule. This is a most childish and ridiculous notion.
Firstly, the separation does not mean independence outeide the
British sovereignity.The separated Sind would have as much in-
dependence as the present Punjab. There Mussalmans are in a
majority; the Legislative Council is under the influence of
Moslems, the Province is on the border of Afghanistan, much
nearer than Sind, but has it within living memory ever made
any truce with Afghans and helped them in marching over
India? Anyone who knows the constitution of the Indian
Government can easily understand that the Military is not
undar the control of Provincial Government and the foreign
d>partment is an Tmperial subject. The local Councils are con-
trotling educational, Municipal Agricaultural, Rsvenue, Excise
andJudicial affairs. Now it is possibla that Sind if separated would
lead an Army consisting of only Adwinistrative Officers, Muni-
cipal Engineers, Sanitary Inspectors, Exéise Sowars, Agricul_
tural experts, Revenue Collectors, Publiz Prosecutors, and

join Afghanistan against India? Whether Sind is separated
or it continues to remain with Bombay it shall not have a
single wroplane, gun, or sword to be used against India or
Hindus, in counjunction with Afghanistan. We are lock, stock -
“and barrel, within the grip of Goveroment which is second to
none in power, and solong as the present state of affairs
continues it is childish to dream of these silly things.-

Anybow I must repeat that all the soberminded and repre-
sentative Hindus of Sind and India are openly in favour of sepa-
ration and that those few gentlemen who are opposed to it are
inspired by highly deplorable motives which must never be

encouraged.
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THE “FINANCE” BOGEY



THE ¢ FINANCE” BOGEY.

H ¢ B

1. TFirst of all, I would like to make it clear that, in the
words of Dr. Ambedkar M. A. Ph, D:, D. So., I do not attach
importance to the financial difficulties, because they alone can not
be decisive, despite the fact that in the case of Sind finan«
cial difficulties can most easily be removed. The anti-separa-
tionists have taken undue advauntage of the fact that the
Government of Bombay, which is not willing to forego the
fertile province of Sind, has not yet scrutinised the financial
side of the question, and it is in consequence of this chat the
Hindu economists, who are inwardly opposed to it on account
of some other consilerations—pointed out in the preceding
chapter, are makir:g arow in the name of * Finance”. They

are ma-ipulating fizure tounnerve the separationists,

2. Deapite the f1ot that the Simon Commission had clear-
ly promisad to depute some expert to prepara a budget fur Siad,
neither the Commission nor the Bombiy Goeverimeat havs ap-
pointed any unbiassed and disinterested parson to go through the
financial aspect and find the solution of this problem. 8o long
as it is not done we have reason fo hold that Sind is self-sup-

ortinz and can very well stand on it’s own legs.
D y o]

3. The great injustice which has been done to us is that
separate Dudget is not drawn for Sind. The figures on the side of
income or expenditure have. been mixed up with those of the
rest of the Presidency and therefore it is very difficult to under«



stand the real position. This creats a heavy doubt in Favour of
separation and we must have the benefit of it.

4. 1In fairness, the decision about the finaucial position of
Sind ought not to be bazed on the materials supplied by the
Government of Bombay. If their figures and statements are to
be believed as ¢ Gospel Truth” it will be like delivering judge-
ment on the uncorroborated statement of defendants ouly.

5, Let us now discuss the financial position of Sind, as itis
today, and whether when separated Sind can be self-supporting.
I give below the figires for the years 1922—23, 1923—24 and
1924—25. The figure; for these three years are the "ones sup-
plied by the Government in reply to interpellations in the

Bombay Legislative Council :-

Revenue receipts in Lakhs. Expenditure in Lakhks

Receipts Expenditare
Heads. 1922-23 1923-24 1924-25  Heads, 1922-23 1928-24 1924-25

1 Land ‘1 Revenue 40.1 392 138
Revenue  83.5 72.1 62.1 2 Ixcise 1.3 1.3 1.9
2 Exise 35.5 40.3 29.1 3 Stamps 0.9 08 0.7
3 Stamps 19.4 20.2 17.8 4 Forest 3.5 3.6 4.1
4 Forest 6.2 6.3 6.9 5 Registration 1.0 0.9 09
5 Registration 1.6 1.5 1.5 6 Irrigation
6 Scheduled - works for
Taxes 0.2 0.6 whiceh
7 Trrigation capital ac-
Works for counts ave a ‘
capital ac- kept. 12,9 ° 162 21.5
counts are 7 Miscel-
kept (Net lanous ir-
receipts . rigation
after Expend i-
deducting © ture 238.1 13.5 23-1
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working 8 Civil ad-

expenses ) 306.5 39.3 39.2  ministration
38 Works for General ad-
which ministration20.7 19.6 44.8
capital ace . 9 Adminis-
counts are tration of
kept. 0.5 0.1 0.1  Justice, 9.6 10.0 11.5
9 Interest . . . 10 Jails and
Civil . conviet
Admin stra- settlement 5.9 52 52
tion. 3.6 2.7 1.8 11 Police 36.1 351 " 36.1
10 Adminis- 12 Ports and
tion of Pilotage 0.1 0.1 0.3
Justice, 2.1 1.9 1.8 13 RBduecation 23.0 26.6 23.8
11 Jails and 14 Medieal 4.6 5.3 53
Convict 15 Public
settlement. 0.8 1,0 1.2 Health: 3.5 2.9 2.9
12 Education 1.0 1.0 1.5 16 Agricul-
13 Police,, 0.3 0,2 0.4  ture in-
14 Medical 0.4 0.4 03 cluding
15 Public veterinary,
Health 01" 01 0.2  Co-operation 3.3 3.3 3.4
16 Agricul - 17 Civil
turein- ~ Works, 104 6.5 8.0
cluding 18 Miscel- :
veterinary lanous dept. 0.3 0.3 0.3
co-opera - 19 Superanua-
tion, 0.4 0.7 . 0.7  tion allow-
17 Miscel- ances and
lanous de- pensions 6.1 6.9 7.1
partment. ... 0.1 0.5 20 Stationary
18 Civil and Prin-
works 0.9 0.7 0.7 ting 1.3 0.9 1.0
19 Miscel- 21 Misce-
lanous 2.2 3.2 3.6  lanous 1.3 4.0 5.2
TOTAL. 195.0 1920 180.7 209.0 2022 221.5

Now out of various items of expenditure, items No. 6, 7, and
17 can not be classed as ordinary expenditure. Items No. 6 & 17
must wholly go out for they relate to works Civil and Irri-
gational. Itenmls No. 7 miscellansous irrigation expenditure
does not tell us what portion of it is spent on capital works, It
is certain that some-portion of it is spent on capital works, which
in 8ind are produective. In the ahsence of any definite informa-

3



tion in these figures it will be safe and right to deduct 5?7 from
this item ow this account, Therefore after deducting thess
amounts the right figures for the annual expenditure will be Rs,
174.1, Rs. 172.7 and Rs. 180.4 lakhs for the three years;1922.23,
1923-24 and 1924-25 respectively. The average revenue and ex-
penditure for these three years works out to Rs 189.2 and Rs.
175.7 lakhs respectively that is to say Sind shows an average
annual surplus of Rs. 13.5 lakhs.

6. We have so far received  figures from two sources
namely the Secretary Finance Departmsnt and Professor
Chablani, The latter has made horrible exaggerations and has
swelled figures to such an extent that it is absurd to waste time
on considering them. According to the Secretary Finance
Department, Government of Bombay. the ordinary small deficit
which separated Sind has to face is estimatzed to be Rs. 50 lacs
out of which 25 lacs constitute deficit from ordinary Revenue
and expenditure and the remaining 25 lacs constitute share of
public debt and interest thereon. If we dispassionately exa-
mine the first 25 lacs we shall be able to see that it does contain
a portion of capital expenditure and interest which ought to,
have been included in the head of capital liability and shown as
public debt paid by Sind. The statements supplied by Bombay
Government are full of descrepancies and it is difficult to believe
them. Nevertheless we ean make up the deficit, if it actually
oceurs, by adopting the following measures :—

(a) Economy. 7The Bombay Government is the most
costliest one (excepting Burma ) in comparison to the

other Provincial Governments, as will be evident
4



from statement (A) on the cpposite page, When
Sind is separated we would reduce it to the level of
Behar and Orrisa or at the most Bengal.

(b) Retrenchment. Itis an established fact that the
Bombay Government is an extravagent one, and
whén Sind is separated we shall make retrenchment
and curtail the expenditure considerably. The * Axe
of retrenchment ” could be applied to many depart-
ments which have gone fat without rendering services
commensurate with the expeaditurs incurred on
them. Tor instance the Forest department. The
annual incore to Government from Forests of Sind
is only 7.1 lacs, while the expenditure is 4.1 lacs
i. e, more than halfthe income. We shall easily -
curtail the expenditure by doing away withd all the
Range Forest Officers along with their staff. We
would, if possible, amalgamate sovoe Forest divisions
which have lighter work. The intermediaries will be
removed from all departmeuts. 8o far as Police
department is concerned the posts of * Inspectors
of Police ”"must be abolished. The Divisional Officers
¢an very well do both the duties. Another con-
vinient depariment for economy is the General
Depé,\igﬁgnenf-. The table of expenditure shows that the
expenditure on this department has swelled from 14.3
to 44.5 lacs a year: We should not look at this ex-
penditure as irreducible minimum.

Bosides, reasonable reducation may be made in the

salaries and allowances which are now given to
5
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officialy in Sind.

Increase in the Reveanue, - According to the figures

given by Meston Committee the average income of the
various departmants is increasing every year as follows;-

Revenue 4 ¥
Excise 13 7
General
stamps 16 7
The figures of Revenue supplied by Government of
Bombay show that in the years 1920—21 the income
was Rs. 185.4 lacs but in the succeeding year it rose
to 210.5—an incrcase of Rs. 76 lacs, If the increase
continues fon this ratio evefy year, Sind would surely
be able not only to make up the so-called deficit bu't
it would finance even new_davelopment schemes.
Besides, with the openi:}g .of Barrage the income
would increase under the following heads :-
Increase in pupulation
Toncrease in the number of villages
Increase in land Revenue
Increase in the sale of stamps owing to sale of
land.
lncrease in the income from registration

Increase in Excise owing to the increase in
population,

“Direct profit may not accrue on the lands withkin
the Barrage Zone immediately on the werking of
the Barrage in 1932, yet after 12th or 13th year
from the working of the Barrage, there will be s 1veo

7



(d)

direct indome te Government frcm land Revsnus as
is clear from the ovidence of Mr. Harrison, tho Chief
Engineer Lloyd Barrage, bsfore the Simon Commission.
The period of revision of 1and settlement in Sind (which
is 20 years) is also drawiag near. [t might begia from
1932. Land assessment is bound to increase as it in-
evitably does, in consequence of the Ravenue Iuquiry °
According to the remarks of Mr. Musto: * 8ind will be-
cotae one of the richest and most important provincesin
India, supplying grain and cotlon to it’s poer
neightours und to all parts of the world”. Since tha
cultivable area is estimated toraise from, appyroximately,
three to nearly seyen miilion acres, the land revenus,
and income from registeration, stamps, etc. is bound

to increase considerably.

Taxation, In lieu of the manifold advantages which
Sind would derive by its ceasing to be the proverbial
Milk cow of Bombay or India, we would be quite will-
ing to bear any additional taxation that may bs im-
posed for making up the deficit. ¢ The generel pros-
perity’, as described by Mr. Musto in his booklet * the
Sukkur Barrage and New Sind Canals” «is bound to
prepare people to bear any super-tax which may be
imposed by their own Government for the purpose of
nation—building departments .

2

(c) Subsidies from the Indian Goverament. If a

- backward province desires to advance and there is room
for development—it is the dutyof Government

. of India to help it in the struggle for progress to a

g



reasonably considerable extent. Besides, the primary
and important help which Sind will require from the
Governwent of India will be the r2adjustment of its
share of public debt; and reorganisation of Capital
Accounts for Sind on liberal basis. For instance if the
Government of Iadia permits Sind to borrow the capital
as well as the recurring interest on the same for such
period till the works for which the money is borrowed
have actually finished and yielded returns, Sind will
find itselsef in no" difficulty to pay off it’ s debts
easily and run it’s Government without any trouble.
<Another method of concession which Government of

India should do to Sind to pay off it’s debts will be
to extend the period. of payment. If the above con-
cessions are made by the Government of India, whieh
they should, it will be seen from resurvey of the state-
ments supplied to us that the annual deficit of 50 lacs
will be reduced to a few lacs only.

Additional cost of New Province,

LS BN

7. Even under Dominion Status Sind being a very much

smaller province shall have a Governor whose salary should be less

than the Assam Governor. I am opposed to the fat Salaries of

Governors and Civilians. In the casa of constituting Sind into a

separate Province the Governor of Sind should not get more than

what the Commissic ner gets at present. Sind even today is for

all practical purposes of administiation a separate province. It

g



has its own High Court. ‘8o it will not have to incur any extra
‘cost ‘for ‘head-quarter establishment: - At the most for every
department we may have an-additional personal assistant to the
official in charge with one or two additional clerks. It will be
no use opening a secretariate on a grand scale. After the esta-
blishment of Provincial autonomy the s=rvices will be provincia-
lised and the rates of the salaries reduced to the. present proviu-
cial service, There are alreaﬂy four Assistants working under
the Commissioner in Sind as his secretaries—the first bsing an
I. C. S. man while the remaining three: arze men of Provincial
grade. Assam has got - only :four:Secretaries including the
Sueratary for the Council.. They-are -no doubt .men of Civil
Service, but for the sake of economy,: till. funds = permit, the
presont Assistants to the: Commissioner in 8ind -can couviniently
bs converted into- Secretaries -for -various idepartments. The
clerical establishment is aleeady sufficient .and - there will be no
need of increasing it. - So: far as the eabinet is concerned I think,
for the present, a cabinet consistinz-of two minister, each draw-
ing not more than Rs. 2000/- per mensem, would be quite suffi.
cient. The President of the Legislative Council should also get
the same salary. Those gentlemen .who hold these affairs are
uevet in need of salary and in most of the cases their pay goes
to charity. It would matter little if they show some leniency to
Sind in the begining. The Sind Legislative Council should con.
sist of, not more than 50 meinbers. At preseni:' the members
who are traversing a long journey fo ‘Bombay draw exorbitant

3

allowances and travelling expenses. "When the Sind Council

holds it sessions at Karachi, the expenditure would be very litle

and 1 think-the members would also quite willingly agree to
.10



their allowances being curtailed to some raa_sonable extent,

Economy shall have to be maintained in every department, and
the representatives of the people are bound to help the Govern.
ment even at the risk of their own pockets, If in lieu of a little
sacrifice we get out of the bondage, the bargain is a cheap one.

H ¢

Liabilities and Barrage Expensbs.
et R

8. In considering the question of the partition of the assets
and lidbilities between Sind and the rest of the Presidency, we
would liken them to the case of two brothers, in similar circums.
tances, Whatever the annual income they may have had in the
previous years, and whichever way they have spent it we would
assume that both the brothers have had a fair share of the bene-
fits they coald get out of the current expenditure. But when it
comes to debts incurred, we would like to know for whose benefit
- the money was used, and whether that party has been paying

interest on each sum.

In excluding all Barrage works, to which we shall revert
later, we see’ from the Irrigation Administration report for
1924—25 that the total capital outlay on all irrigation works in
Sind to end of that year was as follows :-

Préductive works in Operation. Rs 3,62,27,791
’ under counstruction. 1,22,057

Unproductive works in operation
and construction.  67,65,270

A—

Total 4,51,51,118
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It will be seen from (_;fxe interest aceounts of the respective
works that Sind has been paying interest on all sums horrowed
for the purpose, year after year, and in addition to the interest
Sind has to its accumulated profit of Rs. 6,23,97,268 an ac-
camulated loss of Rs. 29,06,975, giving a net profit of Rs,
5,94,90,293. Sind has thns paid into the coffers of the Central
and Provincial Governments from time to time a sum (f Rs,
594 lakbs, and interest fupto date in placs of Rs. 451 lakhs
which she has borrowed. These profits extend over a period of
half a century, and if they had been given out on an ordinary
interest Sind would have easily built up a balance of oyer 12
crores in her hand with which te pay a major portion of the ex-
penditure on the Sukkur Barrage. All these sums have been
used by the Central and the Provincial Governments, and even
assuming that it is perhaps too late to ask for a refund of this
sum, It would not be doing Sind too great a favour if she asked
to be relieved of having to pay interest in future years, not to
speak cf the Sinking Fund as proposed by Prof. Chablani, the
true friend of the S8ind Zamindars.

10. As regards the Lloyd Barrage, we can only state that

if this work had been taken in hand 20 years ago, as it should "

have heen, the expenditure on it would have been well nigh
wiped out by this time. But whether that may be, Sind has now
put her hand to it, and she will he honour bound to accept full
responsibility for its success or failure. Prof. Chablani advocates
hanging on to the neck of Bombay to evade payment, presumabhly
on the plea that Presidency has thrust Barrags on Sind. If that
is so, the Presidency might as well retort that the Sind
members are not less responsible for thrusting the Bombay
12
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Development on them. Both parties cannot evade their respon-
sibilities in presenting an elephant to each other, and each of
them must take a chance as to whether it proires a black or a
white one. It is no use trying to escape from that liability,.
whether seperation or no. It may be mentioned in this connec-
tion that with effect from 1st April 1925 the arrangements for ad-
ministrating the advance to be made by the Central to Provincial
Governments have been systematized and a Central Fund called
“Provincial Loan Fund ” has been established from which all
adyances are now made by the Government of India. According
to this arrangement the Provincial Government: can borrow
sums of “monsy according to definite principles by which the
arrangements for interast and repaymnnt will bs regulated. The
Provincial Governments naturally desire to spend large sums on
various schemes of development and expension of their useful
activities, and the Government of India, regarding this as an in-
evitable & healt hy result of the Reforms, wish to help them to ful-
fil their dasire. Tas fasb is that ths capital for the Barrage is pro«
vided by the Government of India asa loan to the Bombay
Government and interest is also being added on the eapital cost,
When Sind is 'separated it will administer the managemeant of
the repayment of the loan instead ‘of ths Bynbay Governmont.
The Sukkur Barrage -is the greatsst- irrigtion schems in the
world, and it is -hoped - Sind will get every pie of the cost on the
scheme on the land sales: For the time bsing ‘the Governwent

of India can trust the Sind Government as much as the Bombay
Government.

11. Borrowed Funds spent ‘on‘-}developmen‘t' like Forests
and excise are a feature, and whatever one may have to say
} I3



ai)out-ﬁhein:being rigiﬂs or wrong. The actual amouat ‘spent in
Sind ean be separately ‘found very easily, and Sind ought to bear
that responsibility. We cannot see how Sind ean escapu this
even if she remains with the Presidency.

12.. As regards the contribution to the Central Governinent
they are now a matter of history, and we need not spend any
m-re thought oun it. This however raises another subject of
vital importance to Sind. Prof. Chablani himself mentions
how unfair Meston Settlement has been to Bombay, rendered
mcre unfair by the wiping out of the Provincial Contributions.
Bombay Presidency has comme.rce as its greatest asset, 3nd that
taking away of Customs and Income Tax entirely deprives it of
the only gaining scurce of Revenus. Even half the income tax
share of the Bombay am»unted to two crores in 1920—31, and
this state cannot last long. The Meston Settlement is bound to
be revised on a mere equitable basis & if Bombay’s claim of share
of income tax is revoguised, Sind, with Karachi—a town with
even greater possibilities —is bound to profit, nof lose in the
coming days.

13. There remains the question of Famine Insurance. It is
true that the Government of India insist upon the Bombay Presi-
dency for laying a certain sum of money every year. But coa-
sidering the great difference of Sind and the rest of the Presi-

dency, it does not follow that they would insist on the sums to

be kept apart in Sind. Crops in Sind do not dapend upon rain

but on ircigation. The Indus does not get dried wup.

If any Famine Insurance was required for Sind at all, the Loyd

Barrage serves the purpose. If Sind can afford by all means let
14



hee lay sonie miore money for a rainy day, as a pt‘otection
fro n tha floyds, but that could hardly be called an urgent neces.
gity. ' '

14. A dispassionate investigatian into the financial position
of Sind is sure to lvad all unbiassed persons te the conclusion

that Sind can very well stand on it’s own legs.

15



VII.

NOW OR NEVER



NOW OR NEVER.

Now that I have briefly discussed most of the important aspects
of the question of the separation of Sind from Bombay
Presidency, I would ea;rnestly appeal to the British Government
and the British Parliament that the separation, should be effected
immediately.

It 18 abeolutely unfair to shunt off this question from: pillar
to post and refer it to varieus so-called committees. -Each day’s
delay adds to the intensity of1 the sufferings of Sind. While
every other prevince is advancing on the path of progress, our

“country is going backward, to the great anxiety of its mha_bxtants.
The people of Sind will no longer live on hopes. The separation
must coeme how or* never :The. -up’of efir duffering has come
to a brim. We shall not rest conteated until Sird is constituted
into a separate province. I have made out a convincing case

- for the separation and the justice should not now be denied

to us.

(THE END )
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