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PREFACE. 

To man who first applied to Bind· the nickname 

"Young Egypt " said, perhaps without intending to do 

IO, an uncommonly good thing. Nothing more whim
aiaal than the general and superficial likeness of Nature 

in the two "gifts of the sea," Nile-land and Indus-la.nd. 
I 

Karachi and Alemndria, Haydarab6d and Cairo, the ftat-
roofed mud-villages whioh stud the country, the Pint 

Cataracts and the Bapids about Bakhar-Bakar-Bohri 

and, briefly, the physical aspect of the valleys of the 

aouthern " Sinclhu," or ooean-stream, and of the northem 

Hapi, or Tesh-Tesh, haTe the family look which beoomea 

brothers. 

Equally notioeable are the clliferenoes of aooidau, 

eapeoiaJly in thoae of An. Young Egypt is very old in 
the anna.la of humanity. That pre-historic, or proto.. 
hiatorici, man was not wanting to her, ia proved by the 

oorea ancl. flakes of Sinta, eocenio and nummulitio, which 

*8w the heights and depths near Bakhar a.nd Bohri. 
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Preface. 

The Ram B&gh at J{o.rachi commemorates tho po.sso.ge 

of fighting Rama Chandra. (nat. n.o. 961), and of Sita, 

his wife, whose beauty and virtue have made her the 

type of perfect womanhood in the Land of Brahm. Bind 
was much as she is now in B.o. 326, when Alexander the 

Great ovtsrran her from north to south ; and how long 

before his time nobody knows. 

Yet, whilst Old Egypt teems with the monuments of 
ball-a-dozen races, from the blacks of Meroe to the Mace .. 
donian, Mohammed Ali Pasho. and the Fr.ench architect
engineer ; whilst the remains of her " enormous cruel 
wonders," her pyramids, obelillks, and sphinxes; her 
Titanic works in labyrinths, canals, o.nd a.rtificio.l lakes ; 
and her gigantic ruins of cities and citadels, temples 
o.nd palaoea, still astOund and instruct the northern 
barbarian-Young Egypt has absolutely nothing of the 
kind to show. With the exception of some apochryphal 
mounds, ignorantly entitled "Alexander's Forts," the 
poor list of her ancient works is contained in a few 
dolmens and so-oalled ''Druidical ~tones,'' scattered 
over the H&l' and other hills west of Kar4chi; in certain 
lUfir Kota, artificial lines like river-terraces, in the 

ftlleya of the KirtbU- range wbich divides Bind from 
• 

Kelat and Belochistan; and in a small collection of 
b.riob bearing ·the cross-legged image of. m~tating 
Buclha, with the deoora.tions of hie fai~. The latter 
are the onlJ proof that the · Chinese travellers, F• 
.Rian l.A.D. 899-414), Biuan Tsan" (A.D. 62&-&"J), Boei 
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Sing (.A..D. 618), and Khinie (.a..D. 964-976), were not 

mere dream.81'8 of dreams. 

One objeot of my volumes is to illustrate these re

markable coincidences and divergenoea. A flying 'fiait 

in the spring of 1878 to the old haunts which I left in 
1848, baa also enabled me to compare the present with 
the nearer past, and to foreoast the future of the " Un· 
Jiappy Valley." The machinery of my :&rat two ~ditiona, 
dating from 1861, has been retained. Mr, Babine 

Ba.ring-Gould adopted something similar for his plea
sant and valuable volume, Icfla,tzd: itt 8cm1e1 anti Ba,ga,t. 
I have borrowed oopiouSly, from Boin.tU, or t'lu .Unha.m 
Vallq (London: Bentley, 1851), whatever of enduring 

interest was in it ; and the flattering opinions n.preaaed 

concerning that early venture. by the beat of judges, by 

\hose who are domioiled in· the country, have encouraged 

me to present it for a third time to the English readen. 
The opportunity may not be propitious; the. publio 

brain is still haunted by what baa been called "the 

. great Indian nightmare ; " but I look to more than mere 

transient popularity, and I firmly trust that ~eae notes, 

notices, and scenes in Bind will enjoy a longer life than 

that which falls to the generality of ~· light " books. 
For the tranalitetation of Oriental. words, the system 

of Sir William 1onea, as adopted in the well-known 

Ricl&a.rd.aor&'• Dictionary, Persian, Arabic, and English, 

enlarged by Francia Johnson, baa been chosen, without 
11 improvement.a." Instead of the long sign (e.g., i) the 
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acute accent has been preferred (8.), but that is a mere aJfair 

of personal choice. Orientalists have, it appears to me, 
.given themselves much needleBB trouble in this matter, 
which is of so little imp~rta.nce to the general reader. 
It is sufficient to adhere to one uniform system, evcan 
that of Lepsius, in which our old friend " Shaykh," or 
" Sheikh," appears queerly disguised as " Bex"; and every 
scholar will see what is meant, whilst those unversed in 
Aaiatio languages will not be confused by such varieties 
of the same word as Bind, Scinde, Bindh, and Sindhu. 
The latter is undoubtedly correct, every word terminating 
in a vowel; but the former, which is the Arabic and 
Persian form, baa been o.tlioially patronized. · 

Finally, the dedication addressed in 1851 to Lieut.
Colonel, afterwards General, Sir Walter Scott, has per
force been changed. My dear old friend finished hie 
career full of yea.re and honours during my fiying trip 
in .1876, and he did not receive the last letter which 
I addressed to him from a country where his name will 
not readily be forgoiten. 

RICHARD ·F. BURTON. 

Ta1un, .A11t11•t tat, 1876. 
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BIND REVISITED. 

·CHAPTER I. 

MR. JORN Bt1LL ilD I LA.~D AT BOMBAY - Tiil!: 
u SEASON " AT THE PRESIDENCY-TU VELLING 
TO BIND IN TBE OLD DAY AND IN THE KEW 
DAY-TD VO!'.ADE. 

"STEP in. Mr. John BulL" 
"After you, sir." 
The doctor advised change of air, and you 

wisely chose, for the win~r, W estem India. In 
days to come, this will be the favourite hibernal 
trip of your sons and your sons' s6ns. You 
marvelled at the Suez Canal, and the sight of the 
frequent Union Jack on it.a French water& ma.de 
you feel still a man. You did not grudge your 
four millions. Despit.e the formal parliamentary 
assertions of Under-Secretaries pledging their 
faith that " never were you more respected," 
you a.re ao accustomed, of late years, to being 
21ight.ed and .pooh-poohed, that the mildest show 

TOI.. 1. 
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of energy, of life, is delightful in the old houae. 
Egypt you now look upon u your pet protlgl. 
In theae days you would not drive Mohammed Ali 
Pasha out of Syria. nor" chuck him. into the Nile." 
After the repudiation of the miserable Turk, for 
whom you fought that miserable Crimean failure, 
you feel a load off your mind. That Ottoman was 
an incub1J8 to you ; you despised him, you disliked 
him, and you were ashamed of the connection, only 
that aon of yours in the Stock Exchange would not 
hear a word against " Turks," till the latter " went 
krach," aa the Aus.triana aay:, and brought down the 
wrath of general Europe upon his devoted and 
shaven head. The wretched creature's existence 
now rests upon the jealousies of rival Powen, and 
the moment these cease he drees his doom. 

You sighted from afar Port Suez, once the 
., Grand Dep6t for Overland Babies," and now not 
even that. The whitewashed sepulchre of a town 
looks as if it had been lately bombarded, but it has 
done worse!-incurred the wrath of M. de Lessepa. 
Yoa shudder in the cool Etesian gale which, the:J 
sa.y, that ribbon of water has drawn from the 
Mediterranean. You hear of snow covering the 
adjoining hills, Atd.keh and Abu Di.ra.J, a pheno
menon unknown in the .£000 yeara of Egyptian 
history. You endure, upon the Buez Gulf, two aha.rp 
ahowen wren in January. You are Usured that the 
climate of the whole northern half of .the Erythrean 
Sea has changed You are alao informed that the 
children of Israel never crossed tlie Red Sea; .that 
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the Hebrew and Coptic " Y amm S6f1" Sea of \Veeds, 
never meant the Red Sea ; ·and that all those who 
consigned Phamoh and his host to the Red Sea are 
in error-an error. by-the-by, which baa lasted some 
fifteen centuries. This is tough cud to chew. 

You ask me about Jeddah, and I refuse t.o 
answer, t.o tell a twice-told tale. You are anxious 
for information about ·the lighthouses, or rather 
the want of them, which makes this long, narrow 
baratlirum a. place of terror to mariners. You are 
curious about Mocha and its coffee ; about Hu
dayclab and its rou~s into the interior ; about the 
condition of the Ottoman in .Yemen ; about the 
treatment of the Jews in the ex-capital of the 
Zaydi heretics ; about cholera. in Arabia ; about 
private schools at Aden, and about a host of 
similar statistical, moral, and geographical point& 
One of these days, Mr. Bull, when the jealous 
and impossible Turk shall again have been ~ed, 
ignominiously as usual, out of Arabia ; and when 
the friendly, docile, and progreBSive Egyptian shall 
have taken his place, then I shall offer my aer- ·. 
vices to you as courier down the east.em coast of 
the Erythrean Sea, up to Sena'a in Yemen, the 
once splendid metropolis of that hapless Janet whose 
name means "The Happy." 

At Bombay you admired the changes which the 
labo.urs of the last quarter-centUiy have effected
the · reclamation of the foreshore, the huge line ·of 
intended clocks, the. two ~ilwaya, and the tram
ways. You learned that the shower of gold wliich 
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hu d.elCtmdecl upon t11e world managed to add, here 
aleo,. a New Town to au Olcl Town. The former, you 
were t.old, ii caUed.. "Jhen Town," an4 you mar
velled at it.a queer and unjuat.ifia.ble mixture of the 
V eneto-Oothic, the intAmaely Claaaical, the Claret
Cue, ead the venmd&'d houe of no order at all. 
You atnightway dubbed Old Town "8aaaoon Town," 
from a family w~ haa left: ita mark not only upon 
Bombay and Poo• JUtbU'11 and MaMbaleahwar, 
but 8'9811 upon your own Babylon. You studied 
the word " peg" at the three clubs, the Bombay, 
the Byculla (Bh4.ib14), and the Chess. You went 
to a ball, and found it dull; to a concert-duller ; 
to the ba.m-tbeat;re-;dulleat. You were invited to 
a Government House "guden-party," and aw 
fifty decently clad people promeuAAling aadly as con
vict.a up ead down their strip of jail-ground. You 
att.endecl a dinner given by the normal •_•gentlemanly 
.raonentity," as the liegee ay, who governs but who 
doea not rale, and you found it fearfully long, hot, 
and alow. You walked, umbrella-I~, in the ~
day IUD, to 'Ma)abar Point, and pronounced. it cool 
You put in an appoarance at th'a racea and the 
ateeplechaae, and diacovered almost all the hones to 
be . half-bred Peniau, and the native "jocks" a 
nee created to be ncee. Lastly, you hurried to 
see a regatta, antl you aw nothing. 

And now, having happily eacaped the pietieJ of 
a Bombay .. wn." you propoae a trip to Bind, or 
tht Unhappy Valley; chiefly, I believe, because all 
the Pnaiclency world declarea that the 111111 ia fatal ; 



that am.all-pox and cholera rage there i tb&t plape 
is coming down, full gallop, from 11the Gulf''--..-blie87, 
that it ·will be the death of you. Hen, air, m.7 
upmience may be of ue.. It bepu with the 
11 forties.." when- we entrasfied our pemou to the 
Pmhrn4r, a native craft that rarely made the 
trip UDclar six weeks i at leaat during the DOl'th-eut 
monaoon, which upon this coaat blows regalarly fmm. 
the north-west. Yet those who could ·&&'Old time 
did not think it wholly waat,ed. We landed eftr1 
aeconcl day; we 1aw all the aighta--BaPMin, ])4.mu, 
Surat, and the tombe of Vaux and Tom Coryat; 
DiQ. Head and :Fort; J'a'afdWd; the miD8 of 
Soma.Uth ; the Dwd.rilm Pagoda ; Kacbh- (Cut.eh-) 
llan~vi, and tht Indua moutba. We called upon 
the village chie& ; we chatted with the dlagen ; 
we learned much about the coantry, ud we taught 
the COUDt.ry eometJiiDg conceming ounelftl. At 
this lle880D, a coasting voyage DOl'thwarda • in a 
aailing craft might have been " a beautiful illuatn
tion of the Koral lmpoeaible," yet then are IOIDe of 
ua who would not be aorq for another ehuce.. It 
.wu dawdling work, true, but you felt hh u air; 
you had :room enough an.d to spare, and you were 
not worried b7 the hUlrJ-acurry of the mail-line 
at.eamer. 

Then bepu the ~t per ateamen of the 
'' Bombay. llariu," aliu the Indian Navy ; t.hey 
800f1 became mmt unpopular with tavellen, whom.· 
!'118 o8iC8lll heartily dialiked. Nothing, indeed, 
• more unp)ea•at than t.o p.7 merchaaHbip 
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pauage for JULval discipline, ucept for navy-men to 
receive paaaengera without directly profiting by ~e 
tl'DDl&ction. And the items of the Imitation Navy 
were individuals of infinite importance, at least jn 
their own estimation, if not in that of others. The 
subalterns in those steam-frigates were regulai- aea
aatrape; under authority it is true, but not a whit 
the lea capable of passing on authority in a atyle 
which rendered it utm authoritative. The cloth 
waa rabid at the degrado.tion of having to cany 
~· aoldier-o&icera, n and of being obliged to defile 
their apotlesa decks with " dirty pauengen.. and 
., filthy sepoys.~· Let me sketch -for you a day on 
llOOl'd the "Merry 11i88," as the aailon called the 
&mi1"0lmai, that confounded place of punishment 
with a high-flown name, now degraded to a hulk 
o.nd still iloo.ting in Bombay harbour. 

'Ve rose early. Exactly at 8.80 Lm., one of 
your old favourites, the heroes of your juvenile 
years, a "Jack Ta.r," growled-

.. Tum'le up there ; goin' t: wash du." 
Aud if you did not obey the order instant.er, he 

swamped you and your couch with a tubfu.1 of cold 
salt water. The beat joke the jolly, ligb~heart.ed 
fellowa knew waa to make a land-lubber thoroughly 
miserable. -

Rising in our day-ahirta, which thua did 
double duty, o.nd in certain cotton drawers called 
11 ~tf.jd.meha "-highly ndviaable when sleeping ·a 
11 .. idtmce-we chose a sea~ the bulwarks, or 
any· Otbt!r ele,·o.tion inaccessible · to the · .wirling 
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atreama dashed over the quo.rter-deek and at our 
nether limbs. We then attempt.eel. ablutiona ; not 
with the priggish precision of Benplis, who 
begin to ply the tooth-brush in their verand&ba 
an hour before dawn : oma waa a catholic, ayncre
tiatic style of lavation, performed, campaigning 
faahion,,in a tinned pan called a "Gendi" We·were 
thus :ready for coft'ee on deck (6 a.m.}, and presently 
for breakfaat-a meal finished rapidly, no one 
reliahing mjJkJeaa t.ea or tincture of coffee, which 
on a pinch might serve for i"cacuanha. Yet on 
board th- 11 Shippea of Helle" we at.e and drank 
like Gh11ls or achoolboya, because we paid one 
pound per diem for our pan<J,tica. At noon we 
:reaaaembled to "make it twelve" by imbfl>ing 
"brandy-pd.nf • and crunching sea-biscuit. At 
8 p.m. we dined with the juniom in the gun-room ; 
for aubalt.ema could not pass the dread portala of 
the atat.e ~bin, where sat the captain, a1Ul'01Ulded 
by hia field-otlicer paaaengera. Three homa after
wards, we again applied the spur to jaded appetite, 
and er· t.ook tea .. _ meal coDBisting. of a devilled 
biacuit~d pale ale ;~d from that time Jorwarda 
we adhibit.ed to ounelva. as much liquid aliment 
and ddfuaible stimulant as we could diapoae of, 
well or ill Between whiles we smoked, generally 
Manilla cheroot.a. now 8Upp~ by foul Dindigala 
and fetid " Tricbiea : " sometimes we inhaled a 
Hukkab, Shfabah, Kalydn, or "bubble-bubble" t.o 
feed the comical indignation of our nautical frienda 
-the water-pipe has now clean disappeared from 
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Anglo-Indian eociety, and it.a place haa been taken 
by the dit,cber's dudheen or the silly cigazett;e. 

You, Kr. Bull, muat well remember what ahip
cookery was in thOle daya-how greasy Said 
represented the poeage: how the pickle-bottlea 
contained "paaaenger-pickles," ie. ao hot that a 
llOund Jastied y<1u a year ; how the bluish-red or 
boiled-t.o-tr.ttera mutt.on tasted exactly as if it had 
beeu cooked in the engine-room ; how polit.eneaa 
forbade the appearance of "salt hone" and pea-aoup, 
pork and pease-puddings, the on_ly eat.able things 
on board ; and,. :finally, how the fat steam of the 
vegetables suggested.· nothing but an over-uaed 
torchon. · 

The horrors of the day began in real earnest 
after breakfast. We could not sit in the rattling, 
creaking, groaning, throbbing, shivering, steaming 
gun-room, redolent with the bouquet of fat meat 
and sour bread. The deck had a canvas awning, 
but it wa.s as efficacious to protect . you from 
Phmbua Apollo's wrath as a lady's park-parasol 
against a gin-palace on fire. We could .not read, 
even if books were forthcoming, which was not the 
case ; we found no way to talk, even with the will 
Probably half a sepoy regiment was on boarci 
Poaaibly, alao, the party contained a "Jad:y ; " and 
however pleasant may be the preaen~ of the 6.ir 
sex in its normal place, on board ahi~em I 
Five gentlemen were paying her dev()ted attentions ; 
Noa. 1. and 2 walked arm in arm with her, each 
speaking in his own whisper; a third followed, 
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holding her parasol ; another preceded her with 
her novel, and No. 5 akirmished about her. with 
her lapdog. ]rlost of theDl were Irishmen ; all were 
iarce aa fiends ; it waa not commonly safe even to 
look that W&Y,. 

9 

At laat, aa six bells struck, 11 p.m., we pro
ceeded to " turn in," if that nautical phrase apply 
to depositing on~'a person upon the cont.ent.a of a 
large bundle-pillows, padded coverlet, aheeta for 
thOle who use them, ·and sleeping mat-spread upon 
IOllle spare place where the quarter-deck deigned to 
receive us. Hereabout.a men lie on bed. not in bed ; 
and every moming you may see a man taking up 
his bed and walking. The only amusement of the 
laat hours waa the contemplation of peculiar Anglo
Indianiams: the " fast " youth, the "grumpy" old 
captain. and the fashionable major. who knew what 
wine waa. 

At times our alum.hen were broken by showers, 
a meteor not uncommon on the edge of the 
tropics : it waa a aigna1 t;o clutch up the Bleeping
gear, and to bolt into the gun-room aa f.pst aa we 
could. The agile managed to ~ a ta~e-top. or 
a quiet place under it ; but all avoided occupying 
any pa.rt of the narrow strip of thoroughfare which 
l11rl01Ulded that venerable piece of :furniture. Other
wile sleep waa not aweet.ened by one of your 
favourit,e ~ Braces or Bill Bowlinga walking 
slowly over your countenance with the thickest of 
ammunition boota. Some p,reparationa for warmth 
were also indispensable. In the cold aeaaon of 
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the North Arabian Bea, if it is Jehannum by day, · 
by night it ~ generally Baral11it, Mohammed 
ud Dan•'• cold place of punishment. And, par 
~. especially avoid sleeping in the moon
ligh~ You omniacient Britishers may laugh at what 
I am ping to tell you, still it is not I~ true. 
Many an incautious "coloured person," not including 
my old colonel, Coraellis, has risen in the morning 
from his aoft alumben under" Cynthia'• coolly ray," 
with one half of his face by no means reftecting the 
other, and it probably t.ook him a year or two 1io 
recover from the e&"ect of the moonstroke. I tried 
the ezperiment :upon my Munshi from Maskat, a 
man of nervous temperament, who declared that it 
always made him ill ; and true enough, next mom
ing he looked grey-skinned, sunken-eyed, and 
hollow:-cheeked, as if he had just risen from a sick 
bed. 

Lastly, about A.D. 1845, the P. and 0. Company 
relieved the Indian navy of it.a Suez maila, and 
Bombay presently ·began to bestir herself in estab
lishing a St.eam Navigation Company. My first 
acquaintance with it waa not happy. The s.s. 
DaoarJ:a, which, after carrying me in 1853 from 
Jecldah to Suez, foundered in 1862 at the -mouth 
of the Tapti or Surat river, start.eel (October 29, 
1847) for Kamcbi. She had doubled the Cape, but 
ahe carried ;Aa pilot ; not a soul on board knew any
thing of a coast abounding in shoals and eddies ; 
and, lastly, when we were nearing the then danger
owa entrance of our destined haven, we found tJie 
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captain drowned in strong watem, and t11e chief 
oflicer ''fighting fou." Being the senior com
mission on board, I took command : we 80Ul8d 
No. 1; we tied up No. 2; the Pior&eerl1 head 
was tumed towards Arabia, with ordem to st.eam 
easy all night ; and next moming saw us safely 
ashore. 

The Bombay-Ko.r4chi line has now fallen a pny 
to the British India Steam Navigation Company 
(Limited); and this section has only one diaadvan;. 
tage, the result of non-competition. It is simply the 
dearest passage of the nineteenth century. We 
shall steam by the direct branch on Friday at 5 p.m., 
we shall land at 8 a.m. on the next Monday, and 
for two whole days, with as many "bittocks," we 
ahall pay (retum tickets, mind t) rupees 162, or 
about £' per diem. No wonder thP. .£50 shares are 
at .£86, and the company tums some 12 to 18 per 
cent. How long this absurd monopoly will last it 
is hard to •Y· The printed list of steamers shows 
fifty hull distributed over nineteen lines, and con
nections from Southampton to De1agoa Bay, and 
from Basreh (Baasora) to Bomeo. The inevitable 
,. canny Scot " rules the roast, aild doubtleaa Will 
:fight hard to keep rivals out of the kitchen. Still, 
meth;nb there is ample room for one or more 
competing companies ; and the sooner the Austro
H~ Lloyds, under its indefatigable agent~ 
Kr. Gumpert, establishes a bmnch along the we.tern 
coast of India, from Kar4chi to Point de Galle, 
the better it will be for travellem and for themselves. 
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'Ve ahaU be lucky if we catch the Ooocmacla, 
~ptain :Morris, who will make ua comfortable 
on boud, and prove himaelf a moat agreeable 
and competent cicerone. The ships on this section 
are mostly aiaten, averaging about 800 tons, with 
150 hone-power, and going between eight and 
a half and nine knots an hour. The decks are 
clean, except only when the inftuz of native pas
sengers makes them a lively likeness of a slaver's 
hold, and the braaaea are bright as in the best 
London tavern ; for there is a large crew of Surat 
:MoalelDB, the descendants of the claaeical Sanganian 
pirates of 84nk4, and the beat of Eastern Coast 
seamen. The K4tbiawatr (Kattywar) men are mere 
softies ; they hate discipline and regularity, and 
they grumble at the work, which CODSists ehiefty of 
squatting on the hams, holystoning, and metal rub
bing. Yet they are rationed, like English seam.en, 
with meat or. fish, bread, v~tablea, and even t,ea. 

\Ve give a wide berth to the Prongs lighthouse, 
that noble work of Mr. Ormist.on, O.E., who ia 
still criticized for not building it farther out-the 
Anglo-Indian Public is nothing if not critical. 
Sµffice it to say, he has his reasons, and they are 
good reasons ; but we amat.eura always will dictate 
to profeaeionals. Ooconada avoids the flabing 
stokes, which do not appear in any chart : they 
lie some seven miles west-by-north of the out.er 
light-vcael; they are tree-trunks, which would rip 
up a bottom like Mi•iaeippi anaga ; each coat.a 
Ra. 60, and they are removed by the Koli fisher-
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men before each rainy. monsoon. They date from 
the earliest days ; the Portuguese did not venture to 
interfere with these vested interests, and we have 
followed the good example of our predecesson. Let 
us hope soon to· see this dangerous patch of ground 
marked by a riding-light. 

Our course now lies west-north-west, too fnr from 
the Gujmt (Guzerat) coost to distinguish the beauties 
of that riant land, the garden of West.em India, with 
a climate partaking of the &opical lowland.El and the 
Dakhan (Deccan) uplands. The wind, which at this 
season is sure to be dead ahead, sensibly increases ; 
a go.le seems in pr<>Rpect ; o.nd no one, I believe, 
ever crossed the Gulf of Sumshtm. t.vithout. being 
in, or in the neighbourhood of, a storm. 

The next day opens with a disto.nt prospect of 
Diu Fort in Kai.thiawatr, a rounded headlo.nd ho.eked 
by little so.nd-hills, and fronted with eddies, sho.llows, 
and ba.ckwo.tem, while the dangerous Mo.Jaiki (mis
called " Malacco. ") Shoo.ls lie higher up the bay. All 
know the fnr-fnmed aBBedio (siege) in which the 
Christinn beat off the Infidel, and the grim joke 
of N unho da Cunha, humiliate capita watm D«J, 
as the bullets whistled over the heo.da of hia " con
quiSt.adores." Here, nccording to West.em annals, 
Portuguese valour never shone brighter, and~ ac
cording to :Eastern, never did Portuguea treachery 
appear in blaok~r .colours. 

A little east of Diu is Jo.'o!a.rd.bld, the ple&aure
seat of the Sidi, or· African ex-admiml ; his of&cio.l 
head-quarten are at the pirate's den, "Jazireb," 
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which, m~ng ii t'8.bic the "Ialand, n our people 
will pervert to "Jbinjhira." The classical practice 
of plundering JQerchantmen was an institution 
upon the whole Asiatic sea-board ol the Indian 
Ocean. It began with Hazramaut; it atretAilied the 
whole length of the Persian Gulf; it ran eastward 
along .Mekrd.n ; it embraced Kachh, IUthiarir, the 
Konkans, Northem and Southern; and it ended in 
India with Malabar and Cape Oomorin. Don't 
confound these water-robbers with your John Paul 
.Joneses and Captain Kyds. Here, for half the year, 
they were, 88 in China, peaceful tillers of the soil ; 
during the other half, or navigation season, they 
launched. their boa;ta and became regular sea-Thugs. 
Were we to withdraw our forces from India, a week 
would see the industry flourishing once more, strong 
and lively, 88 if the snake had 1 ever been acot.ched. 

We are now in blue wat.er, clear blue aa the 
.Mediterranean ; a nomble change from the mud-a.nd
mangrove .. tainmd seas which deform Bombay, and 
from the dirty-green produce of the Cambay Gulf, 
whose various rivei:a, the 8'barma:ti of Ahmadd.i.d, 
the .Mahi of Baroda, tho Narba<W. oF Baroch, and 
the Tapti of Sumt, produce ~ot only ugly eddies, 
but ~ et.ernol current to the south.· It is unpar
donable to wreck a ship upon the cout of K4thi4'rir, 
where rock aubt.ends the shore for six miles ; and 
mud lies between that and twelve knots, at whiCh 
fine ha.rd sand begins. But the safest coursea gene
rally become the mOJt dangerous, by carelesaness in 
lead o.nd look-out, even u horsemen and whipe 
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often come to grief upon the smoothest roa.<ls. The 
glorious old Cunard is the only compnn.) t11at can 
boast, for thirty-five years, never to have lost a life 
or a letter, and the P. o.nd 0. is a notable offender 
in the art and mystery of wrecking mn.de easy. 

A few hours after the spires and towers, the 
bastions and curtains~ of now ruined Diu hu.v~ clie
appearcd, we make steam along a sbcl ving a&Dlly 
shore, ho.eked by the lone o.nd misty form_ of" Juwt
gnrh, better known as Girud.r. It is fa.r-fo.mctl for 
Hinclu suicides ; ma.ny a mother e.scapcs her clifli
culties by \'Owing thn.t o. son eholl hurl himself from 
those roi'y ;_,rranite cliffs, and few a.re undutiful enough 
to mlsify the pa.rent's promise. It will be long, sir, 
before filial piety goes to such lengths in England. 
We then pass the unimportant Mui Dw~rilaf., the 
Qld original temple. Somo hours beyond it lies 
Pat.an, with its big blad{ lml wa.rks and 'llots of 
white buildings; and just outC\ide is Vird.vanjo.n, 
the black Pagoda, with the towering " Gumo.t," or 
pyro.mid-stecplc, which bilS .taken the status-

cc Of Snmnath Puttun in Kattywar1" 

oa one oi our locnl bards gpogrnpbicolly ~nd · Rn
musically sings. I cmuiot tell you what has become 
of the sanclnl-,voocl gates before which Lord Ellen
borough, in the pages of l'unc/1,, danced with all his 
might. You nrc right ; they would ho.vu been a 
good "spec," fruitful os the 'true Cross, tl1c Roya,l 
George, or Skakcspcnrc's mulhl'rry. Who could 
htL,•c resisted the o.ttmction of a snuff-box known 
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to ant.edate five centuries 1 But I •Y no more. 
"fhc Gates of Soman4th have filled more pages than 
the Gates of Gaza. 

Here you catch a glimpse of the latter end of 
Bajputmut-~e Land of the self-styled Children 
of the Sun and Moon, a nation of noblemen, whose 
pedigree dat.es, 88 you may gueas ftom the family 
name, long before the Conquest, and 'who, withal, 
have 'little to recommend them beyo:g.d luminous 
origin, and a terrible habit of romancing that has 
unpoaed upon many, not.ably upon. Colonel Tod. 

·Like the Beloch, the Welsh, and other aend-bar
barous peoples, they.· still support minstrels, trouba-
dours, or trou~ order .of men whose only 
occupation is to scatter the dust of many "crams" 
and " shams" over the venerable ruins of the peat ; 
and to put together 88 many curious and complicated 
fibs as they·can. "Civilization" Buckle declared that 
the fountain and scattering-place of such distortions 
are to be found in pen and ink ; that legends were 
perverted and supplemented, not by the tongue, 
but by paper. However, he had no practical know
ledge of the subject, and perhaps he was thinking 
of his pet dislike, " Paul of Tarsus." 

The scenery now becomes interesting enough. 
W c run within three miles of land, and every half. 
hour supplies us with a change of prospect. The ever
sbifting coast-scene is dotmd ·with fortified towns 
.and tree-girt villages, here glittering in the humid 
au~hine, there almost hid by dense growth; while 
the background is a. range of lofty mountains •hoae 
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foreRted cresta, unconcealed by even the semblance 
of a mist, cut in jagged lines the deep blue surface 
of au J:aat,em sky. For here we approach the 
verge of the Tempe%ates. The firmament is no 
longer, aa in the tropical Konkan, a milky mono
chrome ; the breeze is crisp and cool :. now we can 
Bit beyond ita inftnence without perspiring, whereas 
in Bombay we should f'~ parboiled ; and we :recog
nize with pleasure that the general aspect of nature 
mggeata Southern Italy in November. 

At a diatan~ you might mistake that lofty 
frett.ed and pinnacled tower, whose huge Bag may 
be seen nearly 17 miles oft', for the ipire of a fine old 
r.atJiedral in good old Normandy. It is the P~ 
gf Dwd.rilatwi.th or Jagat-nath, Lord of the World, 
a title of Krishna ; this revered spot with it.a sacred 
streams. where some half million of pilgrims 
annually ftock to spend their money upon Moksha 
(emancipation from the ftesh), to receive the brand of 
the demi-deity, to die of some epi•emic, and to food 
the hungry sharks that haunt the bay awaiting 
"cold pilgrim." I visitied it in 1846, and found it 
a moat turbulent place; now, however. the white 
bungalows and the sei}oy lines assure 1111 that It has 
a garrison from Mjkot. In November, 18.59, aft.er 
the great Mutiny {1857-58), the Dwakik4 te'1ple and 
the wealthy pagoda in Be~ islet, .which lie,. round 
the comer •t the southern ja}V-point of the Kachh 
Gulf, were occupied by the fugitive "Pmdfa," who 
~ by plundering, and who ended by fortifying 
their aµongholds. The mutineen were joined by 

TCLL 9 
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the "raghnm, the Jangali or wild tribes of the 
adjoining· Birdo. Hills, and at last the Bombay 
Uovcrnment resolved upon dislodging them. 

A goodly force of some 2000 men, including 
HUS8&l'S and a Naval Brigade, was carried to the 
scene of action by ten ships, of which four were 
transports ; and fire was first opened upon yonder 
robbers' den, Beyt. After a short and ineft"ectual 
bombardment, which should have been prolonged 
till the place was evacuated, a storming party was 
sent in during the short twilight, o.nd inc:ontincntly 
it came to grief. The mutineers had barricaded the 
streets, and their guns, loaded to the muzzle ·with 
grape and muaket balls, had been trained to sweep 
the approaches. The consequence was prodigious 
loss of life, and though the 2000 natives were 
eventually dislodged, the Colonel-commanding found 
it advisable to revisit England. 'l"he second attack 
was even worse. Dwarilm was surrounded, but 
the astute besieged escaped by driving out • large 
herd of cattle, upon which the pious sepoy would 
not me, and by using them as shields or mantleta. 
The Hussars followed, but the fugitives soon reached 
the Birdo. Hills, where they found protection amongst 
their W atghar friends. The loot at Beyt and Dririlaf. 
-the silver laddera to approach the idol, the lumps 
of gold, the necklaces of brilliants and of other 
precious st0J1es, and the qunntities of fine old '\\ine 
cello.red by the priests-wns described to me by an 
actor in the play with a zest which made tho 
n1outh water. " Frere Hnll " (Kanf.chi) contains 
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two curiously carved wooden columns, taken from 
the tem1•lc before it was blown up; on the top 
stnntl four Krishnas playing on the ftut.e, the Gopis 
and Gopdla (shepherds and shepherdesses) dance in 
spiral to the music, and the whole rest.a upon an 
elephant's back. The plunder may have been u.tis
factory, but the management waa by no means 
t'.reditable to our arms. 

The W 4ghnrs are again " Y atghi" (mutino'1s) ; 
and, L'ltcly, they have been at their traditjonal "little 
game " of robbing travellem and sacking villages. 
They refuse to till the ground, and apparently dis
dain honest industry in general · The aample of the 
Bhfl and the Md.pillo.h (Moplah) corp: in Kho.ndesh 
anc1 Malabar should tea.eh us how oo treat them. 
But at present the omnipot.ent Rupee is the one 
worshipped idol of an impecunious Chancellor of 
the Exchequer : both at home and in India every 
Mnchio.vellian art is applied to aaving a mpenoe by 
the outlay of a ahi11ing. 

At night y.ou remark the vast sheet o! ft.re 
which spreads like lightning over the horizon-hills. 
The uplanda are covered with brakes of the hugest 
bamboos, which, when dry, are readily ignited by 
friction and high winds. It is a favourite theme 
with the Hindu muse, this Forest aflame ; and 
now that yc>u have witnesaed it, even from afar, 
you can conceive how much glowing description 
and tienebroua torminology may be upended upon 
it. Moreover, the aea aeema to emulat.e the land ; 
wat;er is apparently jealous of earth. Upon the 
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purple-black main we see long ban and plaiils of. 
spo.i-kling fue evidently bearing down upon ua. It 
is nothing more dangerous than &sh pursuing the 
light-bearing phosphoric atoms of the deep, yet 
mo.ny a startled youngster has been deluded into 
Ringing out " Breakers ahead I" The phenomenon 
reminds us that we here take leave of the ad
mimhil. pomfrct, the " Indian. turbot," which you 
may cut ,C\'c1·y day without being weary of its 
firm flesh and delicate flavour. Along the coast 
of K4thiaw4r they are unusually large, rivalling in 
size the John-dory; but they do not extend north
wards. According to the people, they must not 
turn tail towalda idyllic. Krisbna's holiest shrine 
ond you 'Will hear the same legend anent the Pallo 
of Bind. You now underst.an.d why the author of 
cc By Sea and by Land " visit.ed Bombay, despite 
a game leg, to eat pomfret a.nd prawn-curry. · 

On the fourth noon we lose sight of land. We 
are striking right acroaa the Gulf of Kachh, where 
the tide flows an hour longer than els·Jwhere. Some
thing baa been said, and there ia still something 
to say, about the Kanthus of Ptolemy, the probi.
bility veraue tho poaaibility of the Ran eyer 
having been an inland sea, the· creation of the 
Allah-band (God's Dyke), the voyage of Nearchua, 
and the accuracy Qr the errors of .Arrian. But 
I have talked and heard, read and writtAm, about 
the Kanthua and the Bau, the Allah-band, Nearchua 
and Arrian, till the very names have became pro
v~tivea of qualm-of iiauea in the throat, u the 
old Egyptiails ha'O'e it.. 



~ of No-groutul. 11 

The world ia dark, save for the aea-fire, whilst 
we at.eam along the base of the Inda delta, that 
"Paradise of the aquatic avi-fauna," whose thirteen 
or fourt.een gapes cover 104 miles in length, and 
whose ever-growing b&Db add aeven milci to our 
voyage of 500. Thus we miss Lahori on the 
HajUmi mouth, the old emporium of Sind, the 
site of the first EngJieb factory,. and the •• ~
bundar" of that at;out old merchant-mariner,, 
Oapt.ain Hamilton (1699), who landed here m 
n>ute to ThathL 8hort1,. aftm 9 p.m. we C1'0l8 a 
ditch between the Manij4h hank north, and the Kori 
or Lakhpat bank south. This ia the famous " Swat.eh 
of No-ground," where the lead falls at once into 200 
fathoms, and it reminds us of certain "bottomless 
pit.a" on the west coast of Africa and elaewhere. It 
is the,, submarine bed and mouth of that ancient 
river, tho Eastern NW4, where, in the days of 
Alennd.er the Great and the Chinese travellem, 
the lndus debouched llODl8 sixty miles east of the 
present line. But you will hear and see mere of 
that presently. 

Six houn before arrival we shall reach the ":Forty 
Fathoma Bank," and then we shall tum the good 
-ship Oooonadtia head due north. We give·a wide 
berth to this 88& of shoals, which baa abeolut,ely no 
landmarb. .Along the K.achh coast, low and UDi
form u it appears, there are at any rate BCatt.eJ:ed. 
to~ and villages, tombs, and topea. N•, alio, 
that we have been, theoretically, a1;eamfog uphill 
According to tho late Archdeacon Pn.tt, tho attrac-
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tion of the Himalayas raises the sea off the Sind coast 
BOJDe 540 feet above it.a level off Cape Comorin ; and 
thus we realize the labom of Ulysses-

"For 8ftl' olimbing up the olimbing wave." 

This statement has. lately been repeated, with
out quoting, or perhaps 'vithout knowing, the 
authority for it, by Mr. William Desborough Cooley, 
of pugnacious and incredulous memory, in an un
called-for little volume on Physical Geogmphy
Political Geography being ignored because the 
branch is pat1:onized by his pet enemies, the Royal 
Geographical Society. I can only 83Y that this 
uphill-sea is .thoroughly proved by mathematics, 
and disproved ·by practical experience : it ought to 
be the case, but it is not. 

He~ we are at last, after a run of 507 miles, 
which" .Murray" stretches to 808. The extremity 
of that long line of fo.wn-colourcd nummulitic hills 
stretching athwart-ship nearly due east and west 
is Cape .Monz, or 1\{u4ri, the seaward head of the 
Pabb or IL1Lt Hills, which prolong the Kirthatr 
Mountains. It.a notch and ~ table-topped lumps 
are useful landmarks during th\ fogs and the Sind 
showers (dust-st,orms) which 'hide Manh6ra; but, sad 
to say, it has also its debatable and debated classical 
name-Eiroa. In mnt lies the regular quoin of 
Manh6m, separating the Bo.y of Kard.chi from its 
neighbour, Bonmiyd.ni, some :fifty miles to the north
wcst. This is the western staple of the southern 
gateway to ou1· Unhappy Valley. The build nnd 
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mat.erial-a ailicious pudding of wat.er-rolled atones, 
loose and crumbling sandstione, and foeail oysters of 
modem apecies, which rest upon blue clay and 
lignite-are not unauitable t.o the rest of the ap
proach, a ahere of yellow ailex, backed by the fields 
of marshy mangrove and the· dark, slab mud which 
form the inner region. The eastem jamb originally 
consist.eel of six or aeven. craggy piles of banded 
sandstone, the Oyster Bocks or Baur Islands, where 
the mollusk still aurvi' ea. The group lies nearly 
on a meridian ; "Little Andd.i.," pierced with a. 
cave, is the northernmost, and "Great An~ " 
raiaea it.a pyramidal head at the opposite end. They 
are to this region what the Pigeon Islands are to 
Syrian Bayrit, and the Needles to the laat bit of 
Old England which detained Y,Our longing looks. 
Far over them to starboard appears the Canton. 
ment., with it.a three landmarks-the cocky little 
Scot.eh kirk pertly fronting it.a big brother, and tho 
battlement.eel tower of Trinity, which looks like & 

line of houaea aet on end ; while further south rises 
a pretentious bit of misplaced _Gothic, yclept "Frere 
Hall. n The Bay of Kan.chi thence stretches it.a 
depth some three and a half miles to the south-east, 
with a very shallow sag, and ends at Clifton, the 
raised left bank of the old Chfn1 Creek. 

Now, air, you stand within sight of the young 
.Aleundri& of our Young Egypt. Jupim Ammon'a 
son was Sir Charles Napier, popularly called "Old 
Charley," a.nd by the natives "Bhayt.d.n k4 Bhd.i" 
(Satan's brother). The juvenile title is, by-the-by, 
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utt.erlyinapplicable to the Unhappy Valley, the dry
nurse of the Vaidic race, and• the head~uarten of 
earliest Hindu history. The aoubriquel from a 
" chaft"" became a party-word, a war-cry ; it a1'0l8 

from an official proclamation, which announced the 
new conquest to be " equal to :Egypt in fertility," 
and it developed itself int,o a "rile." Oertainly the 
fint aspect much reminds us of General .Amru's 
deapat;ch t,o his Commander-in-chief, the Kba11feh 
Umar-i-Khatt&b, in which he describes the land of 
the Nile aa auceesaively a desert, a lake, and a 
flower-garden. And here-with the yellow shore, 
white silt, and black mire ; the sun-bumt brown 
hills that stud the river-vall.,Y; the dark-green 
tamatisk and the date-palms ; the blue air, not t,o 
apeak of the Khamtri.n and the tiuat-atorm, and the 
bluer aea, girt by its golden fillet of desert sand
the family likeness must at once strike every eye. 
Not only eaeentiala, but even accidents, :reaemble one 
·another: Manh6ra Head is Ba'aa el-T1n.. and the 
two breakwataa tell the same tale ; whilst " both 
port.a, notwithstanding their vicinity t,o the mouths 
of silt-laden riven, maintain a vit.ality which aeema 
mainly ascribable t,o the drift being kept off by 
the action of the prevalent winds, which in both 
caaea blow from the port t.owards the river." 1 

Here, air, we atand where British arms mat 
ahowed the vaunting Sindi and the blmtering Beloch 
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what the British Lion can do when disposed to be 
camivmous. 

As Sir John, afterwuds (the lat,e) Lord Keane, 
at the end of "serving forty-five years in the four 
quartaa of the globe," was marching up to take the 
city, which made the knight a baron, he and his 
gallant men were, they say, BO evil entreated by the 
Lords of Indua-land, who would neither fight BO as 
to give him the opportunity of .. looting " them, por 
make friends and bear a hand in looting others, 
that a reserve force W88 ultimat.ely despatched from 
Bombay, to be stationed in this favOured region, 
and to t.each its rude rulers better manners. 

Kamchi waa fixed upon BS the point of disem
barkation. H.M.8. W ellealey, 7 4 (Admiral.Maitland), 
and the Hanna.A transport, having on boatd Her 
Majesty's 40th Regiment, together with a company 
of black Artillery, anchored, on Jrebruary 5, 1839, 
under the walla of 'Ma.nh6ra :Fort, and summoned 
the garrison to aurrender. 

••I am a Beloch, and will die first I"" was the 
reply of the bold barbarian who commanded the 
garrison. Moreover, he despatched a few Sindi spies 
to .. humbug" the British Admiral and the Brigadier 
into the belief that Manh6ra was a Gibraltar, and 
the Beloch were perfect devila to fight. 

••And so are we," quoth those not-t.o-be--hmn
bugged penonagea. 

Accordingly, diapoaitiona wem made for the 
attack. The regimeat and the artillery were· dis
embarked, whilst the seventy-four cleand decka for 
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action. When all wo.s ready the fort was again 
requested, \Vith true British humanity, to open it.a 
gates ; whereto it replied laconically, and tant soil 
peri Gallicanly,. tho.t "fort.a might be stormed, but 
they never surrender." Upon this the Wellesley 
rejoined tartly with a broadside, a regular hailstorm 
of balls, which, as might be expected, blew away 
the whole southern face of the enoeinte of miserable 
masonry. 

The breach was then reported practicable, and 
a gallant band-

"The full of hope, .-..Ued forlom •-

preaaed forward. to clo.im. the honour and glory of 
daring the hero's death. 

"British Officers and Men I" etc., etc., etc. 
Inflamed by the normal expectations touching 

duty, which 80 hurt the feelings of our sailon at 
Trafalgar, the forlom hope proceeded to 8118&ult. 
After pausing for a moment to take breath at the 
foot of the rock, they clambered up the steep side, 
and, tumbling alike over the wall and one another, 
dashed impetuous, with charging bayonet. and the 
sturdiest possible heart.a, right into the midst of 
Fort Manh6ra. 

Who could withstand such gallantry t The 
garrison, an old man, a young woman, and a boy, 
instantly surrendered. So did Kame.hi town, and 80 

did all the neighbouring district& 
The Go•emor-General of India, while annexing 

the harbour, "bad much gratification" in opining 
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·that " the prompt o.nd effectual measures taken for 
reducing Kard.chi appeared to ho.ve been conducted 
in a manner such oa to insure success." That high 
funCtionary was also pleased to pro.ise cc the forbear
ance both before and after the exertion of force" 
( who.t English I) cc displayed by the commanders, 
naval and military, and by the bmve bo.nds they 
commanded." And, finally, he put the coloph 
upon the proceeding by declaring tho.t, in con
sequence of this trifle, cc the Ameem had forfeited 
all claims to the forbearance and the generosity of 
the British" (read cc Anglo-Indian •i "Governme11 " 

I am recounting, .Mr. Joi.n, Bull, the loc 
popular, and :facetious version of the affair. Of course 
there is another one, and o. seriuus. The narrat·~. · 
of "The Campaign of the Army of the lndus iil 
Bind and Kaubool" assures us tho.t the :flying 
garrison, ·being captured, was found to cODBist of 
twenty men. Another great authority in such 
matten reduces the force to four or five ; and, more
over, affirms that a signal-gun was mistaken for a 
hostile demonstration, and that literally there was 
" not a shot in the locker." 

" Allahu A'alam I " (Allah is all-knowing)-as 
Moslem divines say when compelled to. relate an 
apocryphal tale:-" May the penalty of fiction fall 
with due weight upon the fie.tor's head I " 

P.8. SiDoetJMt JIS. w8llt to piw Oirdr &llditaadjoimq P,1Ab 
ban been ldmirab17-delaribed ill Blackwood (Nnember, 18'18) bJ 
m7 friencl Ailchew WiJIOn : nothing CIA be men intenlting than 
the lttrer.tina IWu uacl the lift Olfll baUD.tbla the l1lioiclal beiPt.. 
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Wll JUlOI KABAOBI-l'IBft GLUIPSB AT 'lBB '' UN
HAPPY VALLBY "-NATIVE 'l'OWN, ANOIDT AND 
llODBBN. 

"W BLL, I never I" 
Of COUIB8 not. sir. No one-man, woman, or 

child-ever Bight.eel for the :first time the face of 
"Yomig .Egypt" without some such exclamation. 

"Oh, the barren, barren ahon I A ngalar 
desert; a thread of low cout, 1111dy 88 a Scoteh
man'• whisken : a bald and d.iama1 glaring wast,e, 
with visible and palpable heat playing over it.a 
dirty-whit.e, dirty-yellow, and dirty-brown amface ; 
a get between a dust-bin and an oven I" 

Too aevere I You were not so bald upon Bamleb, 
near .Alexandria ; and you will like the look of. 
.Kard.chi better when you proapect; it from above. 
Here, if anywhere, Bind baa aome elementa of the 
pictureaque. W eatwa?d rile the broken, jaged 
am:nmit.11 of. the Kohiat.U or Moantain·Jand, the 
Pabb Billi and other outliers of Be1ocbiatM. Their 
ateri1e waUa are laid to impriaon lovely 'VllleyB: 
but aanitarium-lacking Kamchi will neglect them 
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because abe is ever looking forward t;o KeM.t. 
Thel8 southernmost ramifications of the Kirtbd.r 
:Mountains, 1 ~ormerly called the Hd.14 Hilla, end 
in the straight doraum known 88 Cape :Monz 
(Mu4ri) ; and nearer t;o us stretches the rocky t;ongu.e 
which, for want of an.other name, we must baptile 
cc Pir MangyV." In early morning, when Surya, 
the Sun-god, is striving against. Megha-Rajah, the 
Cloud-king, you will see some fantastic eifeota of 
colouring. Within a few yards, yon cloud-shadows 
tincture the detached features of our two parallel 
ranges with every shade of blue, blue-brown, plum, 
amethyst, and turquoise-blue, while the distant 
peaks and crags lie,. roee-tipped and Hushing with 
renewed life, against the milky cerolean sky. Now 
the warm rays fall upon the fawn-coloured. m888e8 
of nummulite ; then the distant forms of the sky
line appear almost transparent ancl aerial, 88 if 
melting int;o the upper vault. Tum eastward, and 
you have the flat Valley of the Indus, a luuriant 
green level, blue-glazed by the int.ervening air. 
And throughout Sind you will ever see this contrast 
of the deaert and the fertile land ; of Oairis sitting 
aide by aide with his mortal brother-foe-the 8118-

headed Se'-Typhon, god of the rock. . 
The charms, however, are purely atmospheric, 

and, • U81l&l here, noon will ·waah all the colouring 
out of. the unifonn, .glaring, white-hot view. We 
muat be grateful for small mercies throughout ~eae 
. l TJae GtileM1er hu II KhirUa* ;" lllMl Qae ec1itm of II..., 
l'eathen" (18'18), II KiUr : " I follow Ji&. w. T. B1aafoN. 
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latitudes of the nearer East. Syria was a land flow
ing with· milk and honey only in the days before 
Italy and Southern France were made by man. 
When I went home on "sick leave," aftm a voyage 
round the Cape in the stout teak-built ship Elm, 
which, despit,e her sixty years, deposit.ad me safely 
at Plymouth, the pilot-boat contained an "old and 
faithful servant" from Central Asia, accompanying 
his master to the land of the pork-eater. 

" Allah, Allah I " ejaculated Allahdd.d, aa he 
caught sight of the city, and the turfy hills, and the 
wooded parks, and the pretty seat.a round about the 
place with the breakwater; "what manner of men 
must you Feringhia be, that leave such a Bihisht 
(paradise), and· travel to such Jahfms (pande
moniums) as ours, without manacles and the per
suasion of the ckob (bastinado) I " 

And note the change, with the assistance of the 
"Harbour Improvements" and its map, the work of 
Mr. Superintendent ,V. H. Price. A quarter of a 
century ago w~ lay at anchor outside the bar till the 
pilot-boat.a chose to put o1F. A long billowy sea, 
blue tipped with white, swept directly into the 
narrow rock-girt jaw of the so-called port, which 
was more open and dangerous than the Eunoetus of 
Alenndria in A.D. 1800. You rolled to such an 
extent that, if you liked the diversion, you could 
mn from one aide of the quarter-dcck·to the other, 
encli time dipping your fingers in the brine. When 
disembarking-sepoys, we generally expected some 
such terse report u-
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.,, Rd.mji Nd.ik drowned, Sd.'b I " 
Sometimes we had a little fun in superintending 

the disembarkation of the stout major, the stouter 
major's" lady," and the old black Ayah or Abigail, 
the stoutest of the trio. The latter would stick to 
the ladder, cling to the rope, and fearfully scan the 
insolent breakers that now bedewed her extensive 
display of leg, and then sank into a yawning abyea, 
deep in the centre of which lay her boat. Presently, 
with the aid of an impulse cl te·rgo, she was rolled 
down int.o the "Batelo," as it rose quivering upon the 
crest of an angry wave. She tumbled rotunda as 
a hedgehog, if not terea, fixed her claws in the pile 
of logs and boxes, pulled the veil over her morlest 
head, and renewed the usual series of outrageous 
assertions.concerning the legitimacy of the boatmen 
and the general moral conduct of their feminine rela
tives. At times, also, one of the shore-boat.a, weary 
of waiting, would make a deliberate attem1't t.o 
escape; and the marine on guard would send a bullet 
whistling through the sail, so very close to the 
sailors' heads, that the project was at once nipped 
in the bud. Or some pepper-pod ·of an ensign-we 
call him n. re sub-lieutenant ,, in these daya-
threat.ened th1; boatmen with "bamboo baklishish ; " 
whereat the little whity-browns on board would 
at once throw thelDISelves into their quasi-natural 
element, and strike shoreward& like dabchicks, with 
large fright.ened eyes, long brown nightgowns, and 
.smnll brown bullet-heads glistening in the sun. 

These " :Mtela " appeared the crankiest of craft, 
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but they were capable of going atrangely well, half 
over, half ander, the foaming waves. I neTer heard 
of a caprize. Sea~ pa.rtly on the gunwale, and 
partly in the drifting spray, we ilew, 88 if teaming 
old Neptune's drag,, over the wat;ery hilla and dales, 
glided beneath Manh6ra :Fort, and, croeaing the bar, 
acknowledged with a hearty "Thank goodne11 l" the 
satisfaction of finding ourselves in smooth water at 
last. But our troubles were not ended. When the 
wat.er was ebbing-still the best time for ent.ering
we were transferred from the larger Bd.telo to the 
amaller Md.ehwa ; and if the Iatt,er were wanting, 88 

it often was, many a tiedioua hour W'&8 minufied by 
in the uncomfc)rtable, unaromatic conveyance, or 
in a diaconaolats ramble among the gulls, 1 godwita 
(Limoaa ~), oys1m-t.at.chera (Hamaatopua 
oatra.ltpl), and tum-stones (Btrepailaa int~). 
along the monotonous deAert shore. Finally, before 
the stump of pier waa begun by Sir Charles, we were 
compelled to bestride the damp backs of brawny 
Sindfa, or to walk with lega a.u na.turel, and nether 
garments slung over our shoulders, through nearly 
a mile of mud and water, averaging two feet deep, 
and overlying strata of sharp shells and aquatic 
.roots, which admirably JSerformed the oftice of man
trapa. 

In those days the port of Kar4chi had no pre
tenaiona to be called " port. The roadst.ead was 

1 A• Kar6chi omear t1ae r..cuw o.w.wu, aiaci • • 8iDCI 
LUii Laru..t,,..tat111. The term ue of lfPt .,.._ laaldins 
the lup rlnr-tem (Sternca ..ttm1nffa). 
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dangeroualy exposed, and the " Town Creek," now 
the "New Channel," which mn up 1io the settlement, 
was 1ioo shallow 1io admit anything but ftat-bottomed 
steamers and native craft. The carcaaea of the larger 
vessels were stranded upon its mud banks, and, 
moored in its centre, you saw some twenty or thirty 
Ghumba (Graln) from Maakat, Baghlaba from the 
Persian Gulf, Kotiyaha from Kachh, and Pattim4n 
and ~telaa from the Konkan and Bombay. As. 
however, the whole of the coast, including that of 
Mekrd.n, the land of the MdAi-Kh'drdn or Ichthy
ophagi, is notably deficient in harbours; and 88 this. 
though bad, is palpably the best, it began, imme
diat;ely-.after the Conquest, 1io thrive upon the ruin 
of ita maritime neighboun. 

Presently Kamchi. developed pretensions of her 
own ; and she detect.ed in her position, the point 
nearest to Europe, a pride of place, a virtue, a 
natural value whieh, improved by A.rt, woul<l soon 
raise her high above obsolete and rococo Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay. Even as the latter almost 
depopulat.ed Goa, which, in her day, served the 
ea.me trick to Surat, so shall Kan.chi,. said the 
Kard.chi-it.ea, become the port of W eatmn India. 
This, however, will be true only when the Euphrates 
Valley Railway reaches the shores of Bind. It may 
come sooner than you e~, Mr. John Bull. At 
present your chief steward grudges a guarantee of 
five. per cent. for a joint afl"air-not a private specii
lation 88 at home, nor a Government ent.erpr.ise 88 in 
your outlying properties generally-he does not see 

't'OL.L 8 
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the necessity of the line ; and he shrewdly suspects 
that the object is not commercial, but political. 
However, the first " shake " in India, or in the 
out.er Orient, will show him that, if your Eastern 
est,at,e wants anything, it wants the Euphrates 
Valley Railway, almost as much as does your 
West.em the conscription, or carrJing out the militia 
lo.w. 

Accordingly, the expenditure of public money, 
under the Conqueror of Bind, became ultra-liberal; 
an army of 20,000 men was collected at Karc1chi, 
and, as the niggard land provides scarcely sufficient 
grain 1io support its scanty population, the import 
trade became brisk and regular, and even the export 
could not help improving. It was then resolved 
that Kari.chi should have all the advantages n
quired by her strong young constitution. Accord
ingly, a stone pier was designed .;o run from the 
native town half-way down the creek. The work 
had its difficulties ; at first it sank nearly as fast as 
it could be built. But Patience and Perseverance, 
they so.y, " won a wife for his Reverence."· It is 
now the "Napier Mole Road," or "Causeway," 
connecting Kyd.nuhi. Island, that long yellow line 
of ao.ndbank, east of t11e harbour, with the white 
and green expanse which we call terra ftrma.. 
Estimntes wen; ordered 1io show what expense 
would attend blowing up the bar. This ugly fea
ture wo.s· a core of rock, garnished ~th fine 1&11d 
heaped up by the south-west monsoon as it met 
the regular outpour of the Chfui .backwat.er, com-
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monly called "Chinna Creek," and at times of the 
Liy4ri or Malyari Fiumara winding north of the 
t~)\VD. Extensive fieldworks and fortifications, in
tended to form a depat for the material of wnr, 
were made to rise from the barren plain. Thus the 
harbour-improvements were begun by the busy 
brain of eagle .. eyed Sir Charles Napier, who claims 
the glory of inventing Kantchi, even as AleL'\Ddcr 
immortalized his name by perhaps his greatest 
exploit, the choice of Alexandria as the port-capitnl 
of the Levantine world. 

And now observe the change. We will begin 
with Manh6m, ·the conglomerate-capped, quoin
shaped. rock of warm yrllow sandstone, rising ninety 
feet above sea level lt is nearly a mile in length 
from north-west to south-east, and it shelves to
wards the shore till it sinks int.o sand and muddy 
swamp, overgrown by veget.ation and overflowed by 
every high tide. Upon the summit of this feature, 
which reminds me of Gw4dir (Jaw4dur) and Maakat, 
rises the poor olcl fort whose tale has been t.old. Now 
it is carefully whitewashed, and capped with a 
dwelling-house ; one bastion bears the Fanal, a poor 
catoptric affair which, though 119 feet high, and 
officially commanding. a rang; of seventeen ~cs, is 
often invisible beyond six. From the hill-~ 
projects t.o aouth-and .. by .. east a strip of breakwater 
some 500 yards long: it is built of concrete blocks, 
not laid " higgledy-piggledy;• aa at .Port Ba'~d," 
but ranged in order by a "Trit.on," or lifting 
engine, and tipped With a lamp-post, the lamp 
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looking from afar much like a ·perched crow. V cry 
mean and poor, after the Egypt.a-European works 
at Alexandria and Port Sa'fd; but meanness is 
the characteristic of the magnificence of Ind and 
Bind. At any rate the pier is useful : once within 
its embrace you glide through water smooth as a 
mill-pond, and the south-,vest monsoon is no longer 
at liberty annually to repair the bar. Two dredges 
and a half n.re still working in the Manh6ra or 
outer port, and a line of white buoys shows the 
channel to the inner basin. 

On the right is the East pier, the head of 
"Kyd.nutri Groyne," generally called "the training 
Groyne,'! which continues the ''Napier Mole Road." 
The two walls form an entrance-channel 500 yards 
broad, 900 yards long, and now 28, or officially 
25, feet ·deep. Here is the Manh6ra harbour, 
where the largest merchantmen and most of the 
steamers lie. You will remember that the :first 
direct ship Erom London, the Duke of Argyll (800 
tons), made Karachi in October, 1852; the year of 
grace 1876 already shows us _fourteen, and expects 
some twenty sail On the left we see the white
washed bungalows of the telegraph emp1.oy'8 and 
the three pale-faces constitut.ing the pilot-corps; 
whilst above them, on the slopes of Manh6ra Cliff, 
rise cc Saint Paul's," a stiff little English church, with 
its red-tiled roof and pierced wall for bellly, and a 
Hindu Dewul with pyrainid domes, which dOPs not 
so much offend the eye. Nothing is.more remarkabl~ 
in Bind, where, generally, the dead are the better 
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lodged, than the extent of " native " burial-ground. 
Even this neck of land, which tails off the Manh6ra 
quoin, is covered with fiat-topped Sunni graves, 
whose aandstone-slaba bear Arabic sentences in the 
Bula and Buba' characters. The jackal and the 
utilitarian have made sad work of them, despite 
the annual fair and the venerable presence of a Pir, 
saint or santon. This also is the dwelling-place of 
Mr. W. H. Price, who has most worthily continued 
the work laid down by the late Mr. James Walker, 
and begun by Mr. W. Parkes. Untortunately his 
health has suffered severely from overwork and . 
exposure. 

I have no intention, sir, of entering into the 
history of these harbour-improvements, the first 
undertaken in India, and the most successful of their 
kind, despit.e the opposition of obstructive Colonel 
Tremenheere. Mr. Price's "Memoir," maugre its 
oflicial and arithmetical form, is an eminently 
readable paper, showing how the severest difficul
ties were met and mastered with hardly a single 
hitch. The leading idea .was to make the creek
scour clean, drain, and deepen the channel. With 
this view tJ>.e notch was opened in the "Napier 
Mole Road," and the Ch1ni backwater was dammed 
and diverted into the general outpour. There were, 
and there·• are still, some misgivings about the 
shoals of tenacious black mud, a peat of mangrove 
formation, deposited in part.a of the port ; but the 
engineers declare that it will' disappear, and their 
past suceeas entitles them to our reliance for the 
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future. It has a malignant .look, that moist and 
poisonous black coat ; it is a shirt of N essus, which 
"seems to exhale the essence of all the evil things 
of the earth and of the waters below the earth." 

This yei.r, on ·die, a liberal . sum has been 
granted to push on the works ; and, as you see, 
much remains to be done. The breakwn.t.er is almost 
below water-level, and some exceptional storm 
may break it or even carry it bodily away. 1'he 
lighthouse calls for Jdore light.. There is no room 
in the harbour to wedge the fleet of ships which 
will be wanted for the passenger-traffic, and \Vhich 
are wanted for the growing grain-trade. For 
Kanlchi is now, like Odessa, .Bombay, and Mel 
boume, a "~eous city ; " she export.a wheat 
uud other cereals from Bahaf.walpur and the upper 
fudus Valley : when she shall be subjected to the 
Panjd.b, which will prefer her to Calcutta and 
Bombay, we may expe.~t to se~ her attain her full 
development, and stand in readiness for the 
Euphmtea Valley Ro.ilway. 

Listen to what I wrote as eo.rly as 1851 con
cerning. Ko.r4chi Bay, the western boundary of 
India., aa that of Bengo.1 iH its eastern : " Kur
mchee "--eo we spelt it in those days, after the 
" ultimatum "of that irrepressible Scot, Dr. Gilchrist 
~"wants many an improvement, which perhp.pa 
old Time, the great Progressionist, baa in store for 
it. To Him we look for the clearing of the harbour, 
the di'Oina.ge of the dirty backwata, and the proper 
management of the tidal incunions. He may 
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plcusc to remove the mountains of olu rubbish 
\Vhich surround o.nd are scattered through the 
native town ; eventually He may clear away the 
crumbling hovels which received us at the head of 
the Custom House " Bunder," and occupy the space 
with an erection somewhat more dignified. l,ossibly 
He will be induced to see the pier properly finished, 
to macadamize the road that leads to camp, to (1 derive 
from the Indus a large canal which, equally adapted 
for navigc1.tion and irrigation, would fertilize every 
mile of the barren o.nd hopeless-looking waste t.o the 
north-west; to] superintend the growth of a shady 
a.venbe or two, and to disperse about the environs a 
few large trees, which mn.y break the fo1·ce of the 
fierce soo-wind, attract a. little rain, ancl create such 
a thing as shade. [Thus alone can Sind become 
what the native rhapsodist termed her, not in 
bitter irony, Raslik o raghbat-i-lia/t Bild.'lht, the· 
en'"Y andjealousy of the Seven Heavens.] \Ve trust 
implicitly in Time. Withal we wish that those who 
have the power of seizing Him by the forelock 
would show a little more of the will to do so. The 
old gentleman wears a fashionable wig, curly 
enough in front, but close-cut behind as a poodle's 
back; .,nd we, 1ijs playthings, are .always 'making 
darts at the wrong side." Confess, sir, that this is 
not a bad forecast. 

But we are still distant from our destination,· 
and kind Capt&in Morris offers ua his gig. Why 
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the B. ·I. B. N. Co. 's steamers should lie in the 
lower harbour, three miles and a half from the 
" native jetty," no one can say ; the principal eft'ect 
is to add four annas to the carriage of a parcel. 
We row up the land-locked channel, passing on 
oar· left the workmen's village in "B4W Island," 
which, a quarter of a century ago, was a naked 
s:md--patch ; and by tha bright green mangroves we 
trace the yellow sandy mouths of the network of 
creeks, known only to those who shoot "king
curle\vs." At the Ky'11Wi, or upper harbour, we 
find red buoys intended for her Majesty's cruisera, 
and a large Tessel disembarking what the. perfume 
proclaims to be creoeotized railway-sleepers. Hard 
on the right, three wooden piers project from the 
east end ·or KyUnd.ri lsland : the CommiMA.l'iat, 
the Custom House, .and the Railway or pasae:pger 
jetties, all communicating more or less directly with 
the iron road which sweeps behind them. A 
coloured Kard.chi-ite "Dubaah," who speaks Engliah, 
takes us in hand civilly but firmly; we en• an 
article called by courtay a carriage, drawn by two 
lean ga'l"l'O'IUI and tooled by a " Sfd1," a Zmzibar 
negro, probably a descendant of emancipated alaves ; 
and black Jehu baa aa much feeling far his beaata 
aa if he were flesh-driven from the forests of 
Unyllmwezi. And now let us be en route·u soon 
as bag and baggage can be stowed away. 

You do not regret leaving Kyd.md.ri ; whilst the 
air at sea is brisk and cool, this place swelt.en with 
etmnal heat. We drive furioUaly--such is the 



To Ca11ip. 41 

general ho.hit of the sable Automedon-along the 
two miles of macadom, justly called the "Napier 
.Mole Road;" and we remark an inscribed memorial
obelisk posted where the last ea.lute was fired, when 
the Conqueror last touched his own conquest (Oct. 1, 
1847). We cross, by a fine screw-pile bridge with 
iron railing, the·" notch," or tidal opening, opened 
in the Napier embankment when the damming of 
the Chini backwater' was determined upon ; and 
we leave to the left the ~ "native jetty," 
crowded with "hackery" cart& Beyond it, where the 
Liyari Fiumara debouches. is a grand perspective of 
swamped boat.a, mud, and loge. 

The Custom House is a handsome building with 
five arches a okeual upon the road, and the Patte· 
wd.Lf., who here represents the search-~fficer, con
descends, after a few words of explanation, to let us 
pass with unopened boxes. By way of contrast with 
it we have a white-domed and latticed tomb, and a 
mosque which has survived the destruction of it.a kind. 

Here we enter the "McLeod Road/' a graceful 
memorial to that ardent Ka.rd.chi-ite, my old friend 
John, .deputy collector of customs, who died of a 
trip to Hingl4j in De~ber, 1853. The style of 
the well-tiled dwelling-houses built by Europeans 
pleases ua 88 much 88 their . material does the 
reverse. All are faced, roughly speaking, north and 
south, the latter direction being seawards, a benefit 
whi~h Bombay cannot enjoy; in the upper story 
they have deep and shady verandahs, and some of 
these retreats are adomed -,rith round arches and 



monolithic pillars. On the other hand, the material 
is a loose and half-formed sandstone from the 
quarries near Ghisri, which a late traveller calls 
u Ghuznce" Bandar. The warm, sunny colour dis
dains glaring whitewash, or the ugly bluewo.sh n.nd 
other tints affected by the Goan.csc, but the smface 
seems to melt away in the damp sea-breeze, and 
the crumbling f~es become painfully shabby 
after a short course of years. Perhaps storing it 
till the quarry-water has evaporated, might <lo some 
gooo.. Passing on the right a large o.nd spacious 
building, the court-house, of old the Bombay Bank, 
we tum into the office of the B. I. S. N. line. 'Ve 
inspect the winnowing machines, and we are lucky 
enough to receive from Mr. W. Thorburn a hos
pitable invitation to take up our quarters at his 
comfortable house in camp. 

We carry, it is. true, introductory letters for a 
pair of young employes, but they will not be of 
much use--economy and "privilege leave " a.re botli 
terribly adverse to the guest-right. One gentlen1an 
will not even return your cards before your .de
parture from the province ; the other will send you, 
after a delay of m:· hours, some such pro<l.uction 
8.s this, marked out.side, " On Her Majesty's 
Service " :-

cc DBAB ML BuLL, 
"I have just received Brown's let1ier, and 

regret that my father expects the house to be so 
full to-day, owing to the Joneses arriving from 
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Hyderabad and the Robinson's (sic) from Manora, 
that he cannot have the pleasure of inviting you to 
stay in Luckingham. House during your stay in 
Kurrachee. 

cc Please let me know if I can be of any use 
to you, Jmd where you are thinking of residing in 
Kurrachee. 

"Yours very truly, 
(Signed) cc A. B. PINCHER." 

There is, I may tell you, a neat little club, but 
it lacks chambers. Karachi cannot yet boast of 
an hotel ; nor will she before she belongs to the 
Panjd.b. In fact, without Mr. Thorbum's kindness, 
you would have lodged at the travellers' bungalow
& refuge for the wholly destitute of friends. The 
establishment is neat and tolerably well kept by 
an Italian, Signor N-; but the charges are 
abnormally extortionate, even for the messmen of 
travellers' bungalows in genera.I, and the mun~
cipality would do well to abate this nuisance. 

Before making camp, let us at once visit the 
native town. Kan.chi, you must know, has been 
identified by some palreogeographen, since tQe days 
of Dulrymple's cc Crotchey" or "Caranjee" (1795), 
with Croca1a or Kr6kala, the island whence Nearchua 
sailed for Mekmn and Persia, and some old maps 
inacribe it cc Alenndri Portus." The principal 
reason seems to be that it stands in a. department 
still called Krakraleh or Karkalla. There are two 
objections to this theory. Kamchi waa built and 
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walled round only about a century and a half ago 
by Mu Kurd.di, the wife of a J okiya chief; before 
that time the :6shemien lived on board their boats.1 

Fort M:anh6ra dates from only A.D. 1797. Secondly, 
no ruins of any antiquity have been found in, near, 
or about it. On the other hand, 2000 years or so 
give time and enough for a total change of ai~, or 
for burying fathoms deep the old remnants. 1 

You observe the lines of oyster shells which 
define the shore, a.ud the baskets of live mollusks 
offered to us at every comer. Those, sir, are the 
produce of our once celebrated pearl-fishery. They 
are considerably larger than your natives-do you 
remember them in these hard times 'I-and their 
contents are not quite so well·flavoured. They also 
aft"orded a very barbaric Margarita,• of dingy hue, 
somewhat larger than a pin's head. This source of 
revenue, such as it was, has been long ago dried 
up, not by the "ignorance and folly of the Amlla," 
but by the stolidity of certain local ofticiaJs, suc-

1 '11le Ounteer (aub tl008) pna a long aoocnmt of the fcnmdatlcm 
of J.tuUhl, but all CODll9 from a l1lapected IOUJOe. 

• I am aot aware that the oountry about the lower Butera 
1''1' ud ita deboucllun, the Kori Creek, hu 7d been canfal17 
or.mined bJ uq antiq'W'J'. 'l'lae 'belt mapa lhow the one larp 
and . .two llllloll i•l•MI, which IUJ' 18pr8181lt cm.la an.d Ba.1rta 
(.Arrian), the Jat;tar .Uecl Bibnp b7 PlinJ lild Biblua bJ Philoe
...._ :am it la men tha probable that the wllole ... front hu 
aamplftelJ oba1tpd within the lid few aenturi& SA it is within 
tldl ehcn that we mm look for :e.rbani,Ntala (PdWa or Pattali), 
.......,, Bania, Xo1•ka, the 1'allltathm.u 1'-.rclli (w LowrJ 
..._I), ~ JUmnvr. (wlaioh U. a fmaifal· ua... to 
XJ'm'rl), Xonatia, an.d other ol...w.t poltl. 

I .Alrim UplwlJ WJa 1li tbat ..,.,, . .,..ill t.'D ...... word, IDd 
we W lt ill \he .Arabio ad Peniau "lla:rftrld," a peuL 
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cessors to that well-abused dynasty, and by the 
rapacity of certain black servanta of a white 
house which contracted for the fisheries, and which 
mercilessly fished up every shell it cowd find. You 
bear in mind what a simi1ar want of a " close 
season " has done nearer home. 

Kamchi town, when I first became acquainted 
with it, was much like the Alexandria of a century 
and a half ago: a few tenementa of stone and lime 
emerging from a mass of low hovels, mat and mud, 
and of tall mud houses with windowless mud walls, 
flat mud roofs, and many Bd.d".'gfrs or mud ven
tilators, surrounded by a tumble-down curtain-cum
baationR of mud, built upon a humble platform of 
mud-covered rock. Th& mud (Kd.hgil), hereabouta 
used as adobe or sun-dried brick, and the plaster 
that binds it, are river-clay (silt or warp) thrown 
into a pit, puddled with wafier, trodden till 
ready for use, and mixed for the outer coating with 
finely -chopped straw. This chaff acts as hair in 
English mortar : without it, as the Children of 
Israel learnt, the bricks would crumble to pieces in 
the shorfiest possible time ; and throughout Bind, 
perhaps I may say Central Asia, this morose-looking 
mud is the favourite material, because it keeps out 
heat and cold. Such was the Fort or ofticial liown. 
Formerly it :&ned. off into atraggling suburbs of 
" Jhomprla," booths or tamarisk branches and 
thoma, and it enmded from both banks of the 
Liym Fiumara northwards, t'9 the Creek-head at 
the south. On approaching it, three organs were 
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atrected, far more powerfully, however, than plea
santly, viz., the Ear, the Nose, and the Eye. The 
former was struck by the tomtoming and squeaking 
of native music ; by the roaring, bawling, c'l'ianl 
voices of the people ; by the barkinga and brayings 
of stranger-hating curs, and by the acreams of 
hungry gulls fighting over scraps of tainted fish. 
The drainage, if you cotild so call it, was managed 
by evaporation: every one threw before his dwell
ing what was not wanted inside, whilst dogs, kites, 
and crows were the only scavenge1' ·; and this odour 
of carrion was varied, as we approached the bU1rs, 
by a close, faint, dead smell of drugs and spices, 
such as might be supposed to proceed from a newly 
mad uo···· e BlllB. 

The eye "gain noted a people different from 
their Indian neighbours. Their characteristic is a 
peculiar blending of the pure Iranian form and tint 
with those of the southern .Aryans. Their features 
are regular ; their hair, unlike the lank Turanian 
locks of the · great Peninsula, though coarse, is 
n1agnificent in colour and quantity ; the beard is 
thick, glossy, and curling ; and the figure is manly 
and well-developed. You knew the Moslems by 
their hirsute chins, by their slipperle• feet, by 
their long calico shirts, and by a pair of indigo-dyed 
dmwera extending from waist to knee. They also 
wore the Sindi hat, nolv waxing rare ; it was an in
verted " tile," with a brocaded cylinder and a red 
upper brim.: the latter in the few sm:Tivora seems 
to grow wi<ler · and wider every year, and now it 
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threatens to cut out the Quake 'a broad-brim ;
that small boy's " Sird.iki topi" must measure 
nearly eleven inches acroBS. Hindus were distin
guished by faimess, or rather yellowneBS, of com
·plexion, a dab of vermilion or sandal-wood between 
the eyebrows, and the thread of the twice-bom 
hung over the left shoulder and knotted against 
the rig~t side. The descendants, male nnd female, 
of African slaves abounded : we met them every
where with huge water-skins on their brawny 
backs, or carrying burdens 'fit only for buihloea. 
The women of the Mohatnd. (fishing. caste) were 
habited in sheet.&, which covered the head; in the 
"Gaj," or tight embroidered bodice ; in red skirts, 
and in long pantaloons of coloured cotten tightened 
round the ankle. This characteristic race, whose 
language would make Billingsgat.e blush, seldom 
wore veils in the street.a, ~modesty not being one of 
their predilections ; nor were they at all particular 
about volunteering opinions concerning your per
sonal appearance, which freedom in the East, you 
must know, is strange. 

And now Kard.chi, after growing from 6000 to 
45,000 souls, has become, externolly at least, mighty 
nspectable and dull The straggling auburJ>a have 
been removed, and the general shape is a broad 
arrow-head pointing northwards, and striking die 
Fiumi.ra, or Sukhi Naddi (dry river), as the Hindie 
call it. 1 The material is atill the old,. dull-py 

1 " Hindu" ii uecl for Papn, ud "BiDdi " for llol1aa ; ud 
"W.· ii~ Jrom .. Buur." 
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mud, on foundations of stone ; but it :is light,e_d up 
and picked out with more chunam and whitewash. 
The dark, nanow alleya have been improved off, 
except in the bUd.rs; the streets are wide, open, 
and glaring; ~ 1iu ita name and ita pair of 
lrottoira, whilst the quasi-civilized. r~ con
trasts with the whitewashed and beftagged tombs of 
various P1ra, or holy men, still encumbering the 
thoroughfares. There :is a general Bombay ·look 
about the place, the :reault of deep -eaves supported 
by corbelled poets ; of a grand Hindu establishment 
or two ; of the new market-place, and of large 
school and native police stations. And it will 
improve still m~, under the blessing of Agni 
Deviia, the Fire-god; only yeafierda.y, as we may see 
by the smoking black heaps, a quarter of the town, 
t.o the right of the Liym, was happily improved oft: 

Striking from the river-bank by "Ali Akbar 
Street " t.owards the cantionment, .we pass the new 
Hindu Dewal, a whitewashed pyramid with its 
usual broken outlines ; the Church mission-house, 
school, and church with its lancet windows ; the 
Government school, with its tall clock-tower; and the 
new Dha.rm8'1a., built by a native, with ita couple 
of onion domes, evident imitations of a Sindi tomb. 
To the right of the Bandar Road, which connects 
the port with the" bush," runs" Gh4rikat.at Road," 
leading t.o the 1-rge iron-foundry and engineering 
worb of the energetic Mr. Dawvid Mackenzie, who 
built the Napier barracks, and who is· building the 
State Railway. Here, too, are the taegraph eatab-
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fo,nment, clenotcd by a huge signal-staff, and the 
post-office, which might profitably be on a much 
larger scale. 'Ve then pass attempt.a at gardens, 
ancl thin plantations of cocoo.-nut.a, no longer sur
rounded by dwm·f and broken walls of puddle. That 
lofty clump to the right shelters some houses in
~a.Litcd by holy characters ; ancl a riveted tank, full 
clm·ing the mins, distinguishes the Ram B;tgh, or 
garden of &tma. Chandra, who must not be con
founded with Pamshu Rama, or Rama of the 
battle-axe, living in B.c. 1176 (!).1 The mighty hero 
and clemi-gocl named after the moon here passed 
a night, some few million yea~ agQ, a term by us 
reduced to B.c. 961(!), when he anJ. his pretty wife 
Situ. were, like ourselves, merrily gipsying about 
the Unhnppy Valley towards holy Hinglaj. There 
are three othc•r tnnks, which drain the adjacent lands 

1 Lieutcn1mt-Oolonel Sleeman ("Bamble1 and Becollectionai 
propoee1 the following crucial date1 :-

P&nU1hu R4ma ••• bom a.c. 117'8. 
Rama Chandra. ,, 961. 
Yudhiahthira ,, 676. 
Krilhna bom Augut 7', A.D. 600. 

I may briefly atate my conYiction that the antiquity of Hindu 
hiatory advocated by San1kritilta ia a mere clehuion. The Greek 
tn.vellen after Alexander•. day, though mentioning letten and 
writing, do not allude to Indian literature. The -.iolieat imcrip
tiom date from King Aloka, the gn.ndlon of Ohandragupta (Sand
racottua), B.C. 2T6-2GO. The earlielt cave-o'ban.cten are, according 
to the late Dr. John W"illon, of Bomba7, cleri't'ed from a com
bination of the Phamician and Greek: alphabet.a ; uul writing wu 
probably long oomlned to the "Bnchman•," a puticular trlbe. 
The Tupa and ena were utronomical ; the heroea, like the 
Mm., were legend• of &DCllent noe..tragglea ; and the o1aim to 
fabulou autiquit, ia limp17 that of e'ffrT barbuou race. 

VOL. I. 
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after heavy showers ; and the sooner they a.re clot.Led 
with stone, and subjected t,o European auperint.en
dence, the leas we shall suffer from the uceaaive 
and pernicious damp of Kard.ehi. 

On the left a.re the Banchor lines, the dwelling
place of characters quite the reverse of those tenant
ing holy Mm-~h and missionary Obrist Church. 
We then strike the oldest cemet.ery, which in +..he 
unhealthy days of yore numbered its holocaust of 
victims. That prim building, not unlike a church, is 
the Small Cause Court, and the succeBBful rascality 
which goes on within its walls suggests a modifica
tion of a certain proverb anent honesty. Then we 
come to the ~vellen' Bungalow, advertizing itlelf 
in large letters : there are two detached cott.ages 
t,o the south, and to the north a big block, wit'h an 
attached billiard-room. We have now nothing to 
do beyond following " Kacheri (Outchery) Road," 
and a mile of exceedingly dusty and diao.greeable 
highway will conclude our total of five, and land 
us at our destination-camp. 



CHAPTER III. 

TBB OANTONMBNT, KARACHI, AND ITS " Bt1ll0l7BS "

TBB ilGLO-llmlAN ilKY u RO'r.r.BN J'BOJI BEAD 

'1'0 l'OO'l' "-aoou:TY .AND POLITICS. 

Yooa first night in Bind, Mr. Bull-how did you 
like it t This is early Novembe.r, the opening of 
the cold aeaaon : what can Murray's Handbook 
mean by aa.ying, " He [the traveller J will have to 
encounter, ezcept from "the lst of December to the 
lit of lila.Mh, int.ense heat" t I have wandered 
about every part of the UnhapPJ Valley, espe
cially it.a west.em frontier, the Baluch Hilla, 1 and 
I have everywhere found that the cool aeaaon 
begina with October, and does not end till. April 
is well on. But my able friend, the author of_ 
H Dry Leaves from Young Egypt, n is adveme to 
the old Conqu81'01"; at least so I read (p. '72): " Sir 
a Napier, by a aeries of aggressive meaauna, forcecl 
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the .Amira of Haidb.rd.bitd to open resistance ; and, 
having def'eat.ed them at the battle of Miyd.nf, on 
the 17th of February, 184.3, o.nd again on the 
24.th of March, at Dappa or Dabba on the Phuleli, 
o.nnexed the whole country." Despite the "Peccavi" 
motto proposed by Mr. Punch for the Devil's 
Brother, the 11 aggressive measures " in question 
were begun by the lo.te Sir James Outram, greatly 
to whose disgµst they were carried out by Sir 
Charles Napier. 

The secret history of the whole transaction will, 
I hope, presently appear in the autobiography of my 
old friend, Mirza Ali Akh&l" Kh4n Bahd.dnr, who baa 
undertaken his memoirs at my special request. He 
was on :field service from the march into Alghan
isto.n {1838) to the reduction of Bind {184.3), and 
for nine years he served his employers with honour 
and honesty. No sooner, however, had Sir .Charles 
left the country than a cruel blow was struck at 
his favourite Munshi (secretary), apparently with 
the obj'ect of pleasing the now defunct Court of 
Directon and of annoying the vetieran, who resented 
the manc:suvre strongl1. A charge was preferred 
against him : :fictions, such as keeping racen, 
which were wholly imaginary, and a magnificent 
house, which sold, to my certain knowledge, for 
.eso, were p118hed forward in oSicial documents ; 
the ~. whom Sir Charles Napier called an 
"u:cellen~ public servant," and of whom he ever 
apoke in the very highest terms, was characterized 
A8 " an unscrupulous though clever and agreeable 
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rogue." 1 Briefly, the Mirzat was removed from the 
service, and his pension was :refused-an injury 
added to insult. The deed was done in 1847, yet 
even now, methinks, it is not too late to make 
amends for it. The East India Office cannot, of 

1 1l'JOJD hia EueD.eDa.1 Sir O. J. Napier, K.c.B., to the Right 
Hem. the GO'vemor-Oenera of India in Council 

"J[mnchee, 14.tb. September, 184.'1. 
"KT Lo&D, 

"I ban ~e honour to encloee to your Lordahip the 
memorial of 1117 lloonahee, Ali Akbar Khan B&hadoor, t.ogether 
with a GOPJ of a letter written to Lieutenant-OoloDel Ouv·:m, m7 
pnclecmlor u Political Apnt in Bind. 

" 1l'JOJD the moment of 1117 arrival I found the Moonabee all 
that Lieute1U1Dt-Oolcmel Outram'• letter 1&19 of him. I haT. no 
he.ttation in •Jbll that, for tb.e Ave yean during which I have 
commanded in Bind, All Akbar hu been of the greaten W"rice, 
&IUl I feel under verr great obligatiom to tm. exoellent public 
ll8l'ftllt, in whom I have verr g19t con6dence, and repeat 
Lieu--t-Oolonel Outnm'• wo?U, 'It u with truth, and in mere 
jutioe, that I deolue I DeTer have witne.ed ·.....nee., by any 
natin Indian, mon m10U9, more able, or more honeR than mch 
u Ali Akbar bu NDClerecl to Goftrnment under me b five J'8U'lo' 
Be hU been attackecl by a put7 inimical to me, and merely, 
I belieTe, 'beaau1e he 19 1117 lloouhee. I ba•e not taken hill part. 
I left him to defend him•lf, and their ill-natured attacb ban 
c1iecl a natural deatb.. I now feel it to be m7 duty to recommend 
tm. able and faithful publio ..-nnt to JOU LorUhip in Council, 
and I hope that hia petition JDa1 be gnntecl, to 'fHt allowed to 
:retin from the Mniae oa two hmuhed rape19 a month, tm. being 
half - pn.ent pa7. 

"If hia lag'1a of publlo .me. be ahori, it will be reooUecsted 
that it .... been, through the ditlcultiell and danpn of the Afghan 
and Bind wan, a time of in....ant e:urtlon, incluctina the dangen of 
two ....... aaaom, in which he condactecl himalf braTelJ. If the 
praJ81' of Ali Aklm'• memorial be grated, I OUl .... JOU 

LarUblp in Council that few tb.htp would be 1ll01'8 grateful to me. 
"I baTe, &to., 

~) "0. NUDB, 
"Lieut.-GeD.enl, OoYll'DOI' of Bind.'' 
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coune, enter into a question which was decided 
thirty yeus ago, but it could find sqme Govern
ment appointment to do_ away with tho stigma so 
unjustly coat upon, and to cheer the declining years 
of, a. good and faithful amployO, 11 an excellent public 
servant." 1 

In later ~pril, Mr. John Bull, I should have 
your couch placed in the vemndoh ; secured, how
ever, trom the land o.nd sea. breezes, which ore lio.ble 
to cause "chills : " you never could have endured 
the 90° F. heat of· an inner room. Now I come 
to awoke you at 4.30 a.m., and take you to con
stitutionalize a little before the sun appears. The 
great secret of· health in : this arid part of the F.nst 
lies, believe me, in tho daily ha.bit of a long wabii:, 
not a. lazy canter, during the morning-fresh. The 
sensible man is follo,yeu, . nt such times, by his 
horse o.nd its keeper ; o.nd, ·when tired, he mounts 
and gallops oock to quarters. Nothing . more fatal, 
to aoldien at least, than the systematic avoidance 
of light which prevo.iled, for instance, in the Bengal 
army. 08icen and men whoso pale and etiolated 

1 Co1oael ~B. Bathbome, aa old SiDdian, hu jad pab&Jaed the 
fo1lowina welghtT worda: "Then ill a •Jinl attributed, I ~. 
to-'1ae pre&t Mahomed•n Pzophet, that •an hou of jaatiee ill worth 
a life of· lft1W•' It ii a muha whiah, I am aon,y to -.,, ou 
Ooftnunmt ·ba lnclia too often ftolatM in the panult of what lt 
..._ pollq ; DO\ nmembeftDa that DO objec6 ousJat co be,.,.... 
mount in tlMt atateem•'• .,. ... to that, aot onJ1 of cloina Jaatiae 
to '1ae 'bllt of hil ablllt.7, but a1lo of fWletlP., ~I ad o/ put 
lrtJ.,,i•, DO matter at what cod to hil own feelinp, or to the 
feelinp of thol8 l8rriftl under him, lf it onl7 bo 1ua.do clear to 
Ida that bajaat.lae hu been clone."-" The Truo Lino of Defence 
fo&t llulia." Ldulo1a : Jt:ut IDW.. .Auoclatlon, \Vut.mlaatur. 
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skins struck the eye at once, suddenly sent upon a 
campaign where severe exposure is inevitable, sank 
under the baptism of fire-sunstroke and other 
horrora. The more you know of the Greater Light 
the more, I grant, you will and should respect it; 
but this only means that you should take due 
precautions. Mr. E. B. :Eaatwick tells us, "An 
English jockey-cap, with a muslin turban twisted 
round it "-.-he might have added a flo.p to defend 
the carotid arteries, and a Ka.mar-band or shawl 
to guard the pit of the stomach-" and wetted 
occ&sionally, will be the best defence against the 
frightful heat o.f Sindh." Penonally, I hold. to the 
whit.a umbrella, which the disciples of General John 
Jacob (of whom more presently) consider "effemi
nate." It must be owned, however, that on horse
back, especially when riding fast, it is inconvenient 
as well as unsightly. Iii the evening you can repeat 
your ride, or plo.y golf, badminton, the almost 
obsolete croquet and tennis, or the still favourite 
racket.a and polo. 

We can now, if you please, perambulate the 
camp, and devote the evening and th~ morrow t.o 
a few exc1traiona in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Kar4chi. 

Kamchi is still the capital village of the local 
government, and the head-quarters of the European 
regiment. Under the Conquistador the camp usually 
numbered about 5000 t.o 8000 men, both coloura 
and n.11 arms includ~ This strong force has ~ 
greatly reduced. The " boss" is now a brigadiei-
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general, commanding .. the station (where he resides) 
and the Bind district, no longer a division : it may, 
however, recover its honours when annexed to the 
Panjab. He h88 no adjutant-general ; only a 
brigade-major and a quartermaster-general. The 
single white corps is the 56th, and the "Pompa
tlours" detach two companies to Haydanbll.d. Here 
've have no cavalry. Three corps of the Bind Horse 
(about 1480 sabres) are stationed at Jacobd.b4d, 
their head-quart;en ; they also man all the adjoin
ing outposts. The arms are carbine and sword ; 
the uniform is almost that of the Cossack, the old 
Crimean &shi-Buzuks, and the irregular cavalry in 
general : green ~ea and· overalls ; turban, riding 
hoot.a, and black belts. The native infantry at 
Kard.chi is now the Snd Beloch Regiment {29th 
Bombay Native Infantry). They wear light serge 
blouses in working coatume, &I:.d green tunics with 
red facings for full dress ; loose blue · " Pagris ;·" 
JD8,dder-stained knickerbockera-" cherubim shorta" 
ue excellent for wear-and white, which should 
be brown, gaiters covering blucher boots. Their 
weapons are those of the Sepoy line generally. At 
Jacobd.bdd, on the north-westem frontier, are also 
Jaoob'a Riftes {30th Regiment Bombay Native 
Infantry), averaging some ~00 men armed with 
Sniders, and habited in Kh41d, or chab-coloured 
drill. Baydanbll.d, besides ita two white com
panies, is garrisoned by the ' lat Beloch Regiment 
(27'th Bombay Native Infantry), known by its looser 
turbans. 
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The artillery of the Bind diStrict is now com
manded by a lieu1ienant-colonel, residing at head.
quarters. Under him are two field batteries of white 
troops ; one stationed here, the other at Haydard.b4d. 
Finally, at J acobd.bd.d there is a mountain train, o.b011t 
150 men, with two mortars and as many howitzers 
(all 4l inches), which are to be exchanged for steel 
breechloaders weighing 200 pounds, and drawn by 
the sure-footed mule. A move has lately been made 
in the right direction as regards the " gunners," and 
presidential jealousies have been abated by appoint
ing a Director-General of Ordnance for all India. 
Still, the mountain-train is left almost inefficient, the 
complaint of universal India; fourteen mules are 
short, and the commanding officer, Captain Young,• 
an officer of twelve years' experience in Bind, 
" passed " also in the native languages, could hardly 
take the field in full force without great delay. 

Thus, you see, Mr. Bull, Bind has utterly 
" eliminated " the Sepoy, whilst India has reduced 
her Sepoy army to a mere absurdity. The claims 
of eeomony, the delusive prospect of peace, and 
last, not least, the loud persistent voice of Prophet 
o.nd Acting-Commissioner, General John Jacob, and 
his "silahdar system," prevailed against" the Qld 
organization and common sense. He was in many 
ways a remarkable man, endowed with that calm 
and perfect confidence in himself which founds 
'' schoo1s," and which propagates faiths. Accustomed 
to base the strongest views, the beadstrongest 
opinions, upon a limited experience of facts, he 
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was an imposing figure as long as he remained in 
obscurity. But, unfortunately, one of his disciples 
and most ardent admirers, Captain (now Sir Lewis) 
Pclly, published, shortly after his death, o.n octavo 
coµtaining the cc Views and Opinions of General 
J.,hn Jo.cob," 1 and enabled the world to take the 
measure of the man. 

General John Jo.cob's devotion to his own idea 
has left a fatal legacy, not only to Sind, but to the 
whole of India. Sir Charles No.pier, a soldier worth 
a hundred of him, ho.cl steadily advocated increasing, 
with regiments on sen·ice, the number of " Sepoy 
officers"-then six captains, twelve lieutenants, and 
four ensigns. The Conqueror of Bind protested that 
the " Regulars " were not regular enough, the best 
men being picked out for stuff and detached ap
pointments. The " butcher's bill" of every battle, 
I may tell you, gi~es nearly double the number of 
casualties among the "black officers," as we were 
called ; and a.t Miyd.ni we were six deaths to one 
"white officer." The reason is obvious; the "pale
faces " must lead their companies, wings, and corps, 
otherwise the· natives, commissioned, non-coml.&lis
aioned, and privates, will not advance in the teeth 
of too hot a fire. We are already made aufliciently 
conspicuous by the colour of our s1tins and by the 
cut of our uniforms, while the enemy is always 
sharp enough to aim at "picking" us cc ofF." 

General John Jacob proposed, in opposition t9 
the Conqueror of Bind, to supplant the Regular 

1 Smith, Ta7lor,u.a Oo., BombaJ, l8G8. 
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system by the Irregular, which means diminishing 
the number of Englishmen. Having the pick and 
choice of the Indian army at his disposal, he suc
ceeded in fairly drilling o.nd disciplining hie Bind 
Horse; argal, as the grave-digger so.id, he resolved 
that the Bind Horse should become a 111odel amd a 
pattern to the whole world. He honestly puffed 
his progeny on all occasions, even when it leaat 
deserved praise. During our four months' mid on 
Southern Persia, the Bind Horse wns pronounced by 
all the cavalrymen present to be the Inst in point 
of merit ; the same was the case in Abyssinia ; and 
during the Mutiny many of his men were found 
among the "Pedis." Yet he puffed and preached 
and wrote with such ... vigour that the militaly 
authorities, wom out by his persistcncy, and find
ing that the fatal meaaure would eave money, gave 
ear to the loud hanh voice. In an inauspicious 
hour the whole Regular Sepoy force of India was 
not only irregularized: it was, moreover, made a 
bastard mixture of the Regular and the Irregular. 

The result is the ruin of ~e Indian army. The 
system itself is simply a marvel. The corps have 
either too many officers or too few. For drilling 
purposes you want only a commandant, an. adjutant 
(who should also be musketry-instructor), and a sur
geon ; or at most the three combatants who led 
the old Irregular corps. For 1ighting you require, 
besides the field-oSicel'B, at least two Englishmen 
or, bett.er still, three per. company. It is, I own, 
possible to increase the normal complement by free 
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borrowing from the staff corps, and from t.he rest of 
the army, but every soldier will t.cll you that this 
is a mere shift : the officers must know their men, 
and the men their officers. · 

Again, under the present system, which effectu
ally combines the faults of both the older, and the 
merits of neither, your infantry corps with its full 
cadre, of which half is usually absent, theoretically 
numbera nine European officers. One, the surgeon, 
is a non-combat.ant, and two, the adjutant and 
quarter-master, are usually represented by the wing 
subalterns. An English 1·cgiment, with its cadre 
of thirty, mounts only its ·field-officers and adjut.ant. 
An Indian corps-would you believe it!-mounts the 
lieutenant-colonel commanding; the major, second 
in command ; the two wing officers, the two wing 
subalterns, the adjutant, and the quart.er-mast.er. 
The result is t,o incur the moral certainty of their 
all being swept away by the first few volleys. True, 
you have sineen native commissioned officers, forty 
havild&ra (sergeants), and the same number of nuke 
(corporals),. a t,otal of ninety-six. But the belief 
that Sepoys will fight, without Englishmen to lead 
them, ia a snare, a sham, and a delusion. 

A host of other evils besets the present state of 
things. Your cavalry corps are so weak in officers, 
rank and file, that a six months' campaign would 
reduce them each to a single troop. Your infantry 
regiment.a, eight companies of seventy-five bayonet.I 
each, or a total of 640, have not been reduced t.o the 
form now recognized as the beat tactical . unit. 
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Again, oflieera are still transferred, after six and even 
seven years' service, from tlie white to the black line, 
thus bringing them upon the Indian pension-list 
without having served the full time. They also 
want esprit de corps; they dislike and despise 
" Jack Sepoy," and their chief object in life is 
to regain something more congenial than the out
station and the dull, half-deserted mess. Again, at 
the other end of the scale, :fi.eld-ofticers of twenty
:6.ve to thirty years' Indian service, are made to do 
subalterns' work. Regimental zeal is being anni
hilat,ed; and the evil of senility is yearly increasing. 
Let me relatie a case which you shall presently see 
for youl'Relf. Major A--, who has served in. a 
corps for nine years, who has seen three campaigns, 
and who for three years has acted second in com
mand, lately finds himself superseded by a lieu
tenant-colonel, when he himself expect.a to bec'>me 
lieutAmant-colonel within six months. What is the 
result 1 He ia utterly weary of tlie service ; he has 
lost all heart for it.a monotonolis duties. " An old 
subaltern," says one of your favourites, "is a 
milit.ary vegetable, without .zeal as without hope." 

Again, the new furlough regulatiollB, after ab~
dant cc considerings," have turned out so badly that 
all who ~ cleave to the old. Why grant leave, 
with lull. pay and allowances for six months, to 
Kaahmfr and to the depths of the llimdlayas, and 
yet refuse it to the home-goer, Uilder pain of 
Engliilh pay 1 Why should the Civil ·Service have, 
and the militar,. Jack, "privilege leave" 1 Wh1 
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thus adhere to old and obsolete tradition, eo as to 
mo.ke the soldier's life as unpleasant as possible 1 
Why- But at this rate, sir, "Whys" will .never 
end. 

Sir Henry Havelock's truthful stat.ement in the 
House of Commons, that the Anglo-Indian army is 
"rotten from head to foot," has surprised.the public 
DlDBB which puts trust in Pickwickian and ofticial 
declarations. We, who know the subject, declare 
that the Indian is, perhaps, in a worse condition 
than the .home force ; and we assert that the idea 
of opposing regiments, so officered and so manned, 
t.o the Russians, or even to the Afghans, is si.mply 
insane. 

Do not disbelieve me, Mr. John Bull, because 
my language is not rose-watered. The Old Ila.ids' 
Journal (Spcctato·1·)-ancicnt, but not very pretty, 
virginity-has lat.ely been berating me for seeking 
" chenp credit " by " pointing out how much better 
duties might be done by persons whose business it is 
to do them." But officials are ever in trammels, 
\Vhilst we critics, who look only to result.8, a.re rot ; 
moreover, o. man is hardly omniscient because his 
work is in this or that department, or even because 
he holds high mnk in this or that service. And 
llid not Voltaire think and cleclarc that, of all the 
ways of Providence, nothing is so insc:ru~lc as the 
littleness of the minds that control the destinies 
of great nntiors 1 . 

Some have distinction, you know, forced upon 
. them ; othera win it by meuns which honest ~en 
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despise. They never report the truth, unless plea
sant to the ear : they calculate that, possibly, the 
disagreeable will not occur ; and that, if it does, 
their neglect will be slurred over and forgotten. 
Plausible and specious, " they can preach and they 
can lecture ; they can talk 'soft sawder,' and they 
can quote platitudes ad infinitum. These super
ficial specimens of humanity, who know which side . 
their bread is buttered, owe their rise, their stiars 
and ribbons, their K.C.B.'s and pensions, not to the 
sterling merits of courage and ability, of talents and 
manliness, but to the oily tongue that knows so 
well to work the oracle, and to a readiness of chang· 
ing tactics as the chameleon changes colour." In 
short, these gentlemen have mastered the "gospel 
of getting-on;" the species "neglected Englishman" 
has not. 

Thus you have no right to be surprised, as 
you often a.re, when some notorious incapable, in
trusted with an office of the highest responsibility, 
comes to grief. His "Kismet," his "Nasib.,'' his 
st&r, liave been in the aacendant, and he has done 
~thing to~ure them by personal merit, by origin
ality, by ci.ndour, or by over-veraeity. These quali
ties &re sure to make enemies, and the 1fillennfum 
must dawn before your friends-private, public, or 
p0litical-will look after you with the vigour aud 
the tlmacity of your foes. 

But, so rotten is the state, so glaring is the in
efficiency, of the Indian army, that you will not ~ 
astonished to hear reports of "organic changes " 
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and fundamental reforms, or even to see a retum to 
the old systiem. Strange to say, Lord Northbrook, 
the civilian, saw the necessity of reorganization. 
Lord Napier, the soldier, who, during the AbyBBinian 
campaign, sent for oflicel'S to every Presidency, 
ignored it. Perhaps the No.pierian clique took the 
opportunity to oppose, tooth and nail, the eft"orts of 
another service. The Shf'ahs, who, you know, abhor 
the Sunnis bitt.erly as Roman Catholics hate Pro
testant.a, wh~ any mode of action left to private 
judgment is proposed, always choose the line op
posed to that taken by their heretic ~nemies
t-agh1nan li-'l-Taaanmin ;-"in adverse bea~.ing to 
Sunniehip," as the religious formula runs. 

Let us now return to camp. 
Kanf.chi cantonment stands upon a slope which 

commands a view of sandy Kyd.md.ri, the pin
nacled Oyster Rocks, and the Mo.nh6ra quoin. East
ww:ds it is limited by the head of the Chllrl, now a 
mangrove-grown swamp uncommonly. fetid in the 
hot season, and kept from spreading northwards by 
the raised road to that little chain of truncated 
cones, whereon nre built Honeymoon Lodge, Clifton, 
and Ghisri. In this direction, also, is the Frere 
railway station for camp, distant six miles from the 
Kyamd.ri head, whence the line winds to the south 
of the co.ntonment: two tall smoke-stacks mark 
the pince from o.fnr. Here also was founded the 
inevito.ble Frere Town, but unho.ppily it did not 
progress beyond the fourth house. The surface is a 
hard, dry crust of sand, gravel, and silt, ~ly 



spread over beds of smne and pebbles. Wa1ier, salt as 
that of the sea, underlies the surface at three to seven 
feet. This also is the average depth of the wells: the 
best supply in camp is in the compound of Messre. 
Treacher and Co. When its horizon is shallow, the 
houses suffer; the lower part of the walls is damp
stained, and the inmates have reason to fear fever. 

The streets of camp are level roads of exem- . 
plary breadth, macada.mized with the crumbling 
sandstone, whose dust no possible amount of wet
ting and watering has power t,o lay. The little 
stream-beds are bridged over, and the oil-lamps at 
night cry for gas. The "compounds" which flank 
the thoroughfares are now girt with .masonry ; the 
milk-hush hedges, which sheltered snakes and various 
abominations, and the wire-fences, which broke 
many a leg as the owner was riding home in the 
dark, have clean disappeared. Philologists, by the 
way, derive the word from the Portuguese Oam
panka; the facetious explain it ·as a composition 
of the courtyard and the garden. The vegetation is 
of that hardy sort which can thrive upon salt water : 
the scraggy casua.rina-as yet the eucalyptus has 
not had a fair trial--the tamarisk, the BabUl 
(mimosa), the Salrodora pe'l'sica, and an occasional 
date-palm ; besides cactus, aloes, and euphorbio., 
oleanders, and a variety of salsolaceous plant.a. 
Tur£ is a clear impossibility, and those who at1iempt 
t;o grow European shrubs and Howen must seek a 

· sheltered spot, and nurse them carefully as thoUgh 
they were " Europe babies." 

VOL. I. 
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It is eaay to detect the humble d wellinga of the 
primitive colonista {1844.), sheds of wattle and dab, 
more or 1888 whitewashed, in the shape of Bingle
poled tents: they are ·now degraded into st.ablea 
or servants' offices. The first st.ep was followed 
by double-storied houses, with extensive ranges 
of rooms and thickly-stuccoed :ftat roofs, made to be 
prom~naded. These, however, arose only when men 
could calculate upon being stationary for a time at 
the "station" of Kantchi. Except in a few instances, 
all were bungalows, parallelograms of unlovely 
regu18.rity, with walls of sun-dried brick, double
whitcwashed to promote cleanliness and glare ; 
sometimes level above, more often pent-shaped 
with red and blue tiles;· while the pulled-out eaves, 
prevented. from falling by clumsy brick or rough 
wooden pillo.rs, made the interiors pleasantly or pain
fully dark. Each hod its dependent linM of dirty, 
dingy " cook-houses," dens for the blacks, and other 
conveniences, built fo.r enough off .to temper the 
pungency of the screams o.nd the steams that escaped 
through the doorless doorways. . Finally appeared 
a few pretentious erections, built in no earthly style 
of o.rchitecture, which puzzled you as to their in
tentions : th• were the "follies" of Anglo-Indian 

· clerks· o.nd mulatto \\nters, a mce of men which 
ever hugely delights in converting rupees to un
lovely masses of brick n.nd mortar. 

Yet there \Vn& some cho.racte~ in camp, and each 
domicile spoke plainly enough for it.a teno.nt. Here 
the huge stuccoed pile, with tall arches an~ bright 
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" Ohika," or blinds, between, fiOwering above a thick 
screen of euphorbia, which fiOok the labour of a 
dozen men fiO wa~, denoted the COIDD).issariat or 
the staff ofBcer. How well I remember thia one, 
where the devout owner, generally known 88 "Dismal 
Jemmy," forbade his servant.a fiO feed his hones, but 
made them drive and drag him 1io church, on the 
" Sawbath." There, the small neat building with 
jealously curtained windows, a carriage under the 
adjoining ahed, comparatively clean outhouses, and 
an apology for a- garden, kept up in the face of many 
difB.culties, pointed out the captain or field-ofBcer 
with the white wife. A little beyond it another 
bungalow, trellised round with bamboo-work, a gaudy 
palanquin lying near the dirty hut.a, and two or three 
jaunty, debauched-looking" darkies," dressed in the 
height of black dandyism, showed manifeat traces of 
the black wife, the "Bubli!' 1 Further still, you 
remarked a long low range of stained and dilapidat.ed 
buildings, under whose broad verandah still slept 
three or four young gentlemen, despite the glittering 
mom, the yelping of a dozen terriers, and the squab
bling of 88 many Mhtir or Pariah servan~ each. ex
horting his neighbour 1io ·do 11il work : that was. a 
Castle of Indolence, in which several suboltema of a 
white regiment chummed fiOgether, for the greater 
facility of murdering Time. Agajb, you obaerved a 
mean-looking bungalow, with appended stables and 
kennela, which were by far the best part of the 
establishment ; the fine head of a caatey Amb peep-

• .-l \Veatem. Indian corruption of" BfbL" 
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ing from the loose box being the only sign of life 
about the place: that was a "Duck 1 Subalt,em 
Hall." The two latter ~nementa were in a ata1ie of 
admirable disorder: the fencea were broken down 
by being used as leaping-ban, the garden was de
stroyed by being' made . a ringing-groud, and the 
walls were pit1ied with pistol-shot and pellet-bow. 
Near each, a goodly: heap of dusty "Marines," which 
had travelled from the generous vine~ of the 
South to do their duty on the parched plaina of 
Bind, lay piled, hard by shatt.ered six-dozen cheats, 
old tom ly-t.en.ta, legless chairs, and: other pieces of 
furniture that had sufFered from the wan within 
doora. The bottle 'difficulty, indeed, is not yet 
solved. Wh~n I entered the Unhappy Valley, we 
used to exchange one for a fowl: now they are 
mere rubbish till breweries shall be .eatablished ; 
and he who pat.ents some profitable way of con
verting the wast.e glass into rnpeea will make his 
fortune. For princely. incomes ha;ye arisen . from 
bottles; witness, to quote one.o_f many, Sir J&ID88tdi 
Jijibhai, "Battli-wd.14 '' and Baronet. 

. Time, which found Kamchi camp built of un
baked brick, has now turned it into atone. The 
huge dirty Sadr, or high, b4za1r, "full of shopkeepers 
n.nd aerva.nts, soldiers and sepoys, ladies of no 

I Dncb, Bambayit.11-f?om the lnnnmaJOW OI' bobil, the dried 
&ah mu called 11 Bomba7 Duck ; " "Qt1i B7fll," BenpJ<1 1rom the 
eternal "Xoi bar t" (who'• there!) tW took the plaoe of belle ; IDd 
Jut11, "lfulla," or Hadrwfa from the 'Benipted ~. 
'beoaule thq liTed upon' water a11d mallipta'WDJ, OI' theJ made a 
"mull" of eT8l)'thiDg thq attempted. 
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virtue t.o speak of, nude children, and yelping aura 
-a scene strictly in the Eo.st;em low-life style"
which disgraced the camp, haB now been broadened, 
cleansed, and converted int.o a general market. 
Some of the houses, for instanee that of Adam Ali, 
are remarkably good and, where the high-road 
runs, all the hovels have made way for a dickey 
of "palilr4 1-built" st,ores in the newest Sindi 
style. We find the modiste, Madame Bchlepper, 
who occasionally suffers from a credit,or slipping 
awat ; Mr. Davidson, an old soldier, keeping a 
genenl et.ore ; the phot.ogra.phic rooms of Mr. 
Michie; and, finally, Mr. Speechly, the apothecary, 
who, here as elsewhere, soon becomes rich by selling 
pennywortbs for aU.pences. The "large, roomy 
bungalows, oblong, single-storied buildings dressed 
with mathematical precision t.o the front," are 
become &.ve huge blocks, coating as many lakhs and 
more, extending over an immense space east of the 
Stair Lines, with arched verandahs in the second 
ftoor to cat.eh the sea-breeze: nowhere is the British 
soldier be~~ lodged and cared for than in the 
Napier Barracks, built about 1868. During her 
childhood Kanchi had two race-colUllel and n.o 
church. Then ahe broke out int.o a PJOtatant 
chapel with very little outward ahow, and a Boman 
Catholic chapel blJilt palpably for ef'ect : . in these 

'" .PMW" (ripe), oppwc1 to ".llClcM" (raw), la a iDc1ilpeMUle 
wGld ha the Aqlo-Incliau clialeaL Your ",....,." lloale la ol ltcme 
UMl mmtar; uul 70ur .,,....,.,, appointment la the ~ ol a ••......,.or-. oae. 
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days it appears a mean white structure of the poorest 
Portuguese type, thoroughly, • cc sat upon " and 
dwarfed by St. Patrick'~ to the north-north-east of 
the Napier Barracks. And the Church in general is 
magnificently lodged. The Parsia ho.ve a latticed 
fire-temple in the batz4r. The Catholics have grown 
a large and splendid nunnery and girls' school near 
the old cemetery. The Methodists have a chapel, par
sonage, and school close to the hazd.r ; and we shall 
presently prospect the Kirk and the Established 
Church. The station "devil-dodger," as his reverence 
was irreverently termed by the subalterns, who be
strode his old grey Rosinante in the costume of his 
cloth, a black tail-coat and a tile covered with white 
calico, has been multiplied by six; most of whom wear 
the petit collet. The ''species of barn inliended for the 
accommodation of the drama." has developed into a 
tolerably neo.t little theatre, where strollers sometimes 
appear during the season: this begi~ about the end 
of March, when the Commissioner and the staff
officers return from district work. The cc icelesa 
recept.acle for Wenham Lake ice" is supplanted by 
a tall-cbimney'd ma.nufactory, wbich produces, 
however, an unpleasant substitute. Aerated, unduly 
called soda, water is made at the rate of half an anna 
per bottle ; it smacks unpleasanl;ly of its native 
element, and the connoiaaeur pronounces it much 
inferior to that of Sakhar. There is a clu~ which 
wants only a new club-house, with a decent-:air.ed 
dining-room, and chambers ~or the passing .•tranger: 
here, if truth be spoken,-early play ii o~· a liberal 
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scale. There is even reform and rep~ in the un
canny-looking yellow and white building, the old 
Freemasons' Lodge, accommodating some nine dif
ferent item.a, for which I must refer you, to Hand
books : the natives will call it Jd.dti-ghar, or 
"Sorcery-house." The vulgar estimate of the 
respectable order is that we represent a band of 
sorcerers, who meet in the ;cldel;1to11 to worship 
the Shayt&n, the "horned man in the smoky -house," 
and to concert diabolico.l projects against the Chosen 
People of Allah themselves. The more learned 
Oriental believes the mystic craft to be a relic of. 
Monotheism, and especially of Guebrism, embedded 
in the modern· structure of Christianity. It is the 
fashion, I mo.y observe, with Moslem free-thinkers 
to hold the Emperor Aurelian's opinion, that, 
" among all the Gods, none is truly worthy of adora
tion but the sun ; " and, impressed with this idea, 
Mr. Bull, their minds naturally detect lurking 
Guebrism in all beliefs. 

The West End of Kard.chi is where the old 
Staft" Lines run from north-north-west to south
south-efUlt, where the grandees dwell, and where his 
Excellency the Governor or the\ Commissioner, !IS 
the case may be-titles· are fncil things hereabouts 
-holds his little cpurt. Five straight and precise 
roads, 1 medimvally called "streets," run parallel with 
the ah.ore and extend to the railway station, or con-

1 'Ba(linning flom '1ae eut are-1. Napier Boat ; I. ICllitarJ 
U.., .UU J'reN 8Ved; 8. Stal'Llnea, alit11 Bl~ Btnn; 
6. Oliltoa Bot.d, alial Victoria Street i and, I. Xacheri (OutohenJ) .... 
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verge towards c,. Clifton." Let us choose Frere Street, 
No. 2, and begin at the southern end. Here, 
dt.'Bpit.e the vast growth of building, my eye at once 
detects the whit.ewashed, single-storied, arcaded, 
o.nd tiled bungalow, which we once coDBidered a 
pnlntial building, the work of Sir Cho.rlea Napier's 
.Military Secretary, Captain cc Beer Brown," of the 
Bengal Engineers ;-poor fellow I he lived upon, and 
died of, a dozen of Baas per diem I The third going 
westward, a rickety old badminton court which 
threatens t.o cave in, is the office of the Bind Canal 
Survey Department ;-ah I Mr.-Bull, were I a woman, 
my first act would be to "sit down and have a good 
cry l" Only one of the joyous crew still breathes 
the upper air of Kanf.chi, Colonel W. B. Lambert, 
now its collector. 

But the cc cry" would soon be tum.eel into a 
hearty laugh by tliat pretentious aff'air of crumbling 
atone known as cc Frere Hall" The downpour and 
deluge of gold which flooded Bombay in A.D. 
1860-64, and which converted even the cc buggy
wdl4a," or cabbies, into shareholders, afforded a 
drizzle or two even to far Kard.chi; and hence we 
may explain the abnormal growth. We cannot but 
regard this Gothic monat.er ~th a kind of what-the
dickena-are-you-doing-here t feeling. It waa·int.ended 
for D4rb&ra (Ieveea) and other sucJ>. occasions where 
no J>Ebdn are held; i.nd, these fai1ing, the big hall 
has been converted into dancing and aupper zoom, 
whilst the ground floor has become a library and a 
municipal museum. This " noble building," aa $he 
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Gazetteer• ea11a it, opeued in October, 1865, and 
wae called after the Governor of Bombay, who had 
been Commilaioner in Sind between 1851-59. The 
delign.er, Capt. St. Clair Wilkins, B.E., was probably 
ordered t;o .prefer the " V enet.o-Gothic," ao fit· for 
Venice, ao unfit for Kan.chi ;-it is to be hoped 
that the new club will not adopt V' eneto-Gothic. 
The u1iemals are all hideous-the heavy ud taate
l• eaatiem porch, the solitary octagonal t;ower, and 
the aosaes and eirclea of whim Porbandar atone ; 
while the stilt.ad roof-apirelet, covered •ith M:untz's 
metal, is right worthy of a gentleman's stables. 
The grounds, pa.rtly railed and planted with milk
buah, cover some fifteen acres, and here the evening 
band of the whim regiment attract.a carrtagea and 
horses. The main use of Frere Hall is t.o serve the 
shipping as a landmark : from the offing, the t;ower 

and apirelet of this portentous and pl'etentioua enc
tion in crumbling sandstone nggeat an honeat 
Moslem ldgQi. Mr. Commjss" oner, indeed, aeema 
to have proposed for h~ three main objeafJI in 
life: (1) building Frere towns; (2) building Frere 
ha1la ; (3) building Frere roads, which have a truly 
lmperiat look-on paper. 

Of the int.erior we may speak gratefully. Tie 
aouth-east,em room is furnished with Patti'rilU 
(belt-men or peons)· and a few newspapen : its 

I ".A. a..Mear of the Pro"fiaoe of Sbacl, n 'bJ A. 'W. Baghel, 
l'.8.8. 888 ptp11 8Yo. With JlaP9 aacl Photopaplla. Loacloa : 
Bell, 18'11. . I need hudJ.r •7 ~ill pnile of thm Jabalioaa 
w.k, a lllill8 of information, wJUah la D.OW appeuiDg ill a llOODd 

wl OCllTlaW edition. 
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sole fault is the extreme dullness of the view. 
The central ground-floor, corresponding with the big 
hall, is a library containing nearly 8000 volumes ; 
and, curious to say, it makes annual reporta and owns 
a catalogue.1 The marked deficiency is in boob of 
local int.erest, but that seems to be the inherent 
fault of all these institutions. The north-west.em 
room is the municipal museum, which, like the 
library, is under Mr. Murray; he is preparing 
to follow in the foot.steps of my old friend 
Stocb, and to publish on the botany of the 
province. Here are specimena of the lndus boats, 
mostly misnamed; the KUi,1 or glazeci and encaustic 
Penian tiles, by some called enamelled tiles, whose 
facing forms, or rather formed, the celebrated 
"Porcelain Tower of Nanking"-these are of the 
finest quality, taken from old mosques and tombs ; 
a few birds, beasts, and :&ahea ; blocks of wood 
and atone ; and, lastly, the gem of the collection, the 
one hundred and thirteen bricks which Mr. W. Cole, 
now Collector of CW.toms, dug up from the old Bud
hiat temple below J arak. Th~ moat remarkable piece 
is a terra..cotta alto-relief of Bud.ha, with. the usual 

I 'flut u TnmJ-Seooncl .Annual :a.pori 111 (Kmnahee, 18'1') 
l1lon 7011 ftlmnem, of wbioh ·9'8 ue ll.Oftll, uul 188 "'f'OJllPI 
- aTela "-a fair.proportion. The '' Oata1ope of ... KllmMiUe 
Jl1111ioipal K11181111l" la a tepmate publiaatioa of eiPty p1111. 

1 1 J1W81119 tbe 1l'Ord la a oonapticm of JCvh4nl, M. ........ 
JC4eMn ia '1'arkiata, •• (]uokni of .BeuclW Goll (" Oatha7 wl 
a..w..,Thitherfp.178): a..s,n-.u.1t 11~· The 
.. pozeelaia ,...... .... iatM prom. of ~ • ..i,• • 
...... ......, (Dlnia'• am.-, B. -'>- 8iw ......... 
--,. tbe KMl Jiu 'bem muoh 11114 bJ the .__ woDl: I 
U.U Jaan man to..., upon the aubJtd. 
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pendulous eam, and hands crossed over the breast, 
sitting in tailor-position, as he was supposed to 
meditate and contemplate under the Bo-tree. He?e 
his slirine is a small temple, formed ·by a dwarf 
column on each side ; the beaded snmmit expands 
into tho upper three parts of a circle, a full-blown 
"glory." Below the figure, two dogs face each 
other ; and, on the proper left, a ram is shown 
by its homs. The whole is artistic, and contrasts · 
strongly with the barbarous mask which suggests 
only the Moabite pottery, made at Jerusalem and 
sold to Berlin. The other important pieces are 
lioDB' heads, with four bead-strings radiating from 
each mouth ; tWo fragments of elephants' heads 
and trunks ; geese admirably executed, and a small 
altar of classical shape. :Many of the bricks bear 
leaves which suggest the acanthus, some have the 
seven-ray'd star, and othem the dice-pattern deeply 
sunk. This valuable collection, iDBtead of being 
heaped on the ftoor, should be grouped and framed. 

Truly the distances of Camp Kan.chi are far more 
magnificent than those of Washington. Walking 

. up the Staft' Lines to the north-north .. west of Frere 
Hall, we stand, with absolute amazement, in presence 
of Trinity Church, which dates from 1852-li5. The 
body seems to have been added as an after-thought 
to the steeple ; and the apsidal chancel suggests 
on1y the section of a certain article admirably 
copied, as in the Albett Music Hall, Kensington. 
Of what could my old friend, John Bull, have been 
dreaming when he begat this ''1right 1" The tower, 
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aaid to be taken from some Italian horror, conaist.a of 
six stages, 150 feet high, beginning with the clock 
and ending with the ·ba~emen.ta ; the windows in
ercase upwards from one to four, giving the idea of 
a pyramid standing upon its apex ; and, they say, 
the upper at.ory, which, like No. 5, contains a1ao feur 
light.a, was added for the benefit of the shipping. 
Altogether the thing suggests a hammer with the 
handle turned heavenwards : a stieeple wu pro
posed for. it, but even the Kad.chi-ite could not 
stand tl&at. 

We now leave on the left the old Residency, n~ 
by ita huge flag-atafE Built for the humble daya 
of Sir Charles Napier, it hu been gradually ex
tended, like an English country h01188, and now it is 
a chaotic agglomerate of white wa1la and tiled roofs. 
It is at pment OO!MPied by General Bir William L. 
Merewether, K..C.8.t, C.B., etc., et.e., etc., an ofticer 
who, by entire devotion to the inteJ:f!ldB of this 
province, the scene of his distingaiahed career 
during the laat thirty-three years, has "made epoch" 
and history. Beyond it, a1ao to the left, ue the three 
bloob of artillery-barracks, arched below, as those 
for the ipfantry are arched above. And we will end 
this d'Glty walk with a glance at St. Andre"7'a, 
the Kirk designed by Mr. T. G. Newnha"ll, Deputy 
A.gent, lndU8 Flotilla. The at,eeple, fomteenth
century Gothic, is by no means so absurd aa that of 
Trinity; but the roof ridge is too high, and the long 
walls are unjustifiably broken into ten, imrtead of 
three or five, gables on each aide-here, again, half 
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would be bett.er than the whole. Apparently it ia 
unfiniabed : the roae window ia a ventilat.or which 
wanta glue, and there ia a· hole where the clock 
should be. A. it squ.rea up 1io its tA1l brother of 
the F.t&bliahment, the Kirk auggeata.a small pugilist 
oft'ering t,o fight a big drayman for a pot of porter. 

The intAmsely military aspect and sound of 
Kanchi have vanished with the days when she con- . 
tained, besides artillery and cavalry, three whit,e 
and 88 many ~ regiment& You may take your 
morning walk without that " Dutch Concert" and 
"Devil"a Tattoo" of martial muaic. You no longer 
see the aquarea dot1ied ·with J ohDny Bawa, under the 
adjutant's wMchfU] eye, in every grade of recruitiam, 
from the rigid miseries of the "goose-step," t,o the 
finishing touch of the sword and the bayonet exer
cises. Our old friend Brigadier Dundas, generally 
called Dunderhead, ia no longer here t,o inaiat upon 
uniform 88 often aa poaiible ; ·and whit.e atuflB with 
regimental butt,ons are considered BUflicient for 
show. I know no spectacle more ridiculous tJian one 
familiar t,o our old days, an ofticer of hone-artillery, 
all plaat.ered with ginger-bread. gold, being stand at 
by an admiring circle of a dozen half-naked b~ 

K.amchi, you see, baa changed in many other 
points during the last quaiter-century. The steamer 
and the railway, the tslegmph and the counting
hOU18, the chmoh aad tlut college, have pined the 
day against artillery,· cavahy, and infantry. The 
" mercantile" element has become a power; and 
even the at.ockbrok81', though limit.eel, ia not; un.-
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known. The Church, I have mid you, now num~ra 
half-dozens where she had formerly single ~'put.ors," 
~d the sheep are fold~ with a regularity which 
nggest.s :reasons for such devotion. When you meet 
the Sunday promenader bound for" Dr. Greenfield," 
he probably does not intend to promenade alone. 
Finally, the school has become as prominent an 
institution as at home, and it threatens, in Sind. 
as in Syria, to build a room and to keep a master 
for every head of boy and girL 1 

I will not precisely assert that hoepit.ality bas 
been relegated from the centres to the extremities, 
the out-stations, but the general impreDBion left 
by a :ftying visit is something like it. Men can 
no longer afford to keep open-house ; the frequency 
of furloughs supplies other ways of spending money. 
The depreciation of the mpee, not to mention the 
utter want of small change, is a sound mid sore 
grievance t.o those who must remit home. While 
prices have prodigiously advanced, salaries have 
not. Add to this the dreary dullness of a smo.11 
station, confined in numbers but not in space, with 
a mixed society which does not mix well. The 
natural effect is to make the exiles dislike one 
anotb~ heartily, or to love one another only too 
well. And Anglo-~ndian society is somewhat 
like that of the United St.ates-English with the 
pressure taken off it. Despite the general church-

• The Guetteer (p. 370) giftl a lid of ten " eclucational ed&b
liahmenta." receiving panta ud aida from the munioipAlitT. Add 
at lenat five mon and you have a fair p1'0porticm for a ait7 which 
can ha.-d.ly number G0,000 IOUla. · 
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going, scandals occur witli curious periistiency, and 
Mrs. A. rides out 88 regularly with Captain B., 
88 that officer drives with Mn. C. Fi:nally, 
there is a dawdling, feckless, ne'er-do-well way 
about Kanchi, far more Asiatic than European. 
li you want· tea at 5 a.m. instiead of 6 a.m., the 
lazy servants listen a:o.d say, ".AchhaL, sd.'b'! (Yess'r), 
and never obey. H you order a carriage, it will · 
come at its own convenience. Bo you are not 
surprised tA> hear of the fate of an officer who, 
having a fad for" doing things in time," found life 
so very hard upon the nerves that . he preferred 
tA> it the death of Seneca. 

Politici are at this moment absorbing public 
attention. Bind, in the days of Bir Charles Napier, 
could stand alone ; now she cannot. Her manifest 
destiny is 1io become the line of transit and traffic, 
the harbour of export from the Palijab, which will 
then cease 1io ·ship goods 11id Bombay arid Calcutta.. 
When Lord Northbrook visited Kamchi, he was 
petitioned by the merchants to amalgamat,e ; unfor
tunat,ely that Grand Moghal, althougn, 88 a rule, 
by no means averse to improvement, replied Napo
leonically, "Je n,' en t!Ois pas la nloeiaiU." His 
aucceasor will probably recognize a fitness of things 
palpable to ~e vague but useful penonage "any 
schoolboy." The Governor of the Panj4b will then 
resort to Young Alexandria for sea-bathing ; and an 
economical Ministry will no longer -. the propriety 
of keeping a Commissioner at .the rat,e of four 
thousand rupee$ per mensem. 
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And a little war upon the frontier is again 
tbreatAmed. Sir W. L. M:erewether first proposed 1io 
support the Khan of Ke]at against bis unruly Sar
dm (chiefs); and then," turning north by south," 
he talked of deposing the Am&, Khud4d4d. Where
upon the Supreme Government t.ook away the 
political charge of the frontier, reducing the Com .. 
misaionerahip 1io a mere affair of revenue and in
ternal and ut;emal administration ;· while, more 
unpleasant atill, the marches were pla.Ced under 
the command of Colonel Munro and Major Bande
man, the latt;er a persona, iftgra.ta 1io the Commis
sioner. A force hu lately (March, 1876) been 
marched upon the Bol&n Pass and Ke1't1 with 
abundant myat;ery. It is repoited that it will 
summer there ; and hope is freely expressed that 
this step means annention. Kel,t, provided with 
a good carriage-road, would make a charming aa.ni
tarium. for Bind : · it is a. land where the apple 
ftourishea, and where froat,a are hard : the Unhappy 
Valley want.a this snug and cool retreat, and pn
aently ahe will have.it. 

I cannot think well of such intaference between 
native princes and subject& The righta of the 

I fte fone paoeeding to tJle BoJu. P9m, 10 Jate fa tJae J-.r 
wl muler oommand of OapWn HmafrJ, imt.eld of Oolcmel BGg, 
...... a Wleh of tOOO ouula, azul numben-

U men, Wl-batterf, momdllia-tniD. 
100 .m., Puj6 OanlrT. 
m ,. . Sid 8bl41 Bone. 
178 men Mh PulJ'b lWl-. 
nr ,. Juob'• Bia. (aoth Bomlaa7 .,..at). 

Total 8'11 men. 
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question are often unknown at head-q11&1.'l:erl. If 
you asaiat the mien, you always make one ingrate 
and enemies by the thousand; if you support the 
8ardm, you aow rebellion, present and fJiture, and 
you muat gpeet to reap the result& Let me hope 
that the Baroda imbroglio will not be repeated, and 
that, if the chief is unfitted to command and his 
chieftains to obey, we shall simply ganiaon the 
city and hold the country. 

"What I :More annexation ! n 

Yea, air. In and !Lbout India you muat move 
on : tA> atand still is to fall back. Pleaae remember 
Prince Bismarck, "A nation which voluntarily 
BUl'l8Dden t.erritory is a nation in decay;" and 
carrr out his dictum to it.a just conclusion. This 

• 4.! • h" h __ _..:_ anti-anneuw.on mama, W: lC was a mere ~""'.u 
after the general "conveying" of 1885-45, ii happily 
pe•ng away ; but it did look at one time very 
much like putting up the shutters and closing the 
shop. England is a country of compromises ; India 
is not. Here you must chooee your line of con
duct and never deviat.e from it. Had a lat.e Viceroy 
aaid to the Gd.ikwU-, "You do not auit me : leave 
that aeat: I will appoint a better man I " all India 
would have undentood him. But he almost pro
voked a H fOW II in the :MantM country by" putting 
in o?ttera a committee of native princes, u the 
English fashion ia, and then, u the English fuhion 
is not, by. overruling their decision. 

"Ahem I" 



CHAPI'ER IV. 

CLll'TON-GBJSRI BANDAR-THE ALLIGATOR-TANK. 

THE sun is sinking slowly t.owards his couch of 
purple and gold in the w'estem main ; we have still 
time to drive over the couple of miles that aeparat.e 
us from " Clifton." 

Clifton I How many recollections are conjurod 
up by the word. Ago.in you see the V allambrosa 
of Old England with its turfy downs, it.a wood.
grown chasm, and its classic stream, the Fiume 
Sobeto of which the poet sang : 

"Taato lioco d'onor quant.o pcwero d'onde.'' 

Clifton I you exclaim, in doggerel-poetical you 
may not become--

"Powan of hMftll I and am it be 
That thia ia all I_. to 1181° • 

Yea, air,;.auch ia Rind ; but not.e the peculiarities 
of the drive. Yon huge pile beyond the New 
Barm.cks is the No.pier Hospital ; nearer us is the 
ground where the Scotchmeo play golf ev(!l' tho 
roughest of Ndlt1s (null~); this bit of metal awning 
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is Frere Station; those vast yellow buildings, with 
the tall sinoke-stacks, are the railway workshops. 
As we pass through the iron-road gate we find the 
usual knot of male nurses and female nunea, of babies 
and " Europe n dogs : the four seem everywhere to 
herd t.ogether. Further tiO the east of the embanked 
road lies the new race-course, marked out by white 
post.a and broken-down sheds called Grand Stand 
To the east-north-east ia a brilliantly lime-washed 
troncatal cylinder of masonry, the Dakhmeh, or 
charnel•house, of the Parsis, t.o which some poetic .. 
ally inclined ninny has given the popular name 
" Tower of Silence." Further on, north of the nil
wo.y, you see the quaniea"which built new Kard.ehi 
Some way t.o the right rises the " Observat.ory," 
where no observations are, have been, or ever will 
be made: it is a at.out little bit of building with
out entrance, the door being blocked, and snakes o.ro· 
said t.o have taken the lease. The lump Pupporting 
it is old · " Bath Island ; " and the salty ground·, 
of dull chocolate with snowy eftlorescence, t.ogether 
with the pestilent smell, show the mangrove-haunted 
mouth of the Chmi backwater : it formerly over
ftowed the plain subtendfug the eastern pa.rt of the 
~arbour. The Persians say of Bind- · 

" Tbe mnell of death ii ia our ILOIOI ; " 

and let the man who would undentnnd the full 
force of the cxprcssion, take up n. .• hn.ndful of earth 
immedint.cly af'tcr o. sho\\·cr, and submit it t.o the 
action o~ his olfacto1ies. The f'o.ct is that even the soil 
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of the desert is strongly impregnated With decayed 
matter, animal and vegetable; and, when the Sara.h4 
is swamped, all the &uth of Europe will become 
uninhabitable. After three miles or ao, the road 
ascends a quoin-shaped buttress of dust and rugged 
rock, incipient aandatione, capped with a hard con
glomerat.e of water-rolled pebbles, embedded in 
ailicious paat.e. It tails off inland: aeawards the 
face is more or leas abrupt; and heie, at the 
"Points," very dift"erent from Md.thUd.n.'s and 
Mah4baleahwar's, are a few masonry benches, and 
half a dozen Bind "villas," which have not incrf.JUIAd 
in number during the last quart.er-~tury. They 
·still represent the three normal types ; the aingle
poled t.ent, the double-poled tent, and the cow-house, 
of which the Commi•ioner'a quart.en. in camp sup
ply the moat charac~tic specimen. .And already 
there is a grim modem mm which speak• of pro
greu the wrong way. Buch are the uncomely 
features of the ••Civil Marine Banitarium," Clifton 
in the Far East, which toOk ita name from the birth
place of the old Conqueror. 

However, the breath of the .Arabian Bea is deli
ciously fresh and pme; w~t all the surroundings 

.. Of .. ad alil' aucl lilftl' .mmd;. 

the blue plain bordering Father lndus, the brown 
hills of Pfr :Mango, the azure crags of the Pabb 
:Mountains, and the long chord of the Bay made 
continuous by the Ch1ni dam, contrast 1rell with 
bare and dismal Kard.chi camp. The bathing, too, 
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is good ; the piles, once planfied by way of barriers 
against ravenous sharks, have been removed, de
spite the tradition of a soldier eaten in the hoar 
depths of a remote antiquity ; and a wooden gang
way has been laid. to defend the feet. Turtle 
(T. Indioa) is sometimes turned ; unfortunately, the 
B4barch1s (AngliU, "cook-boys") ignore the art 
of cooking theDi. We heat of basking sharks 1 

sixty feet long : but these monstas, whose splendid 
fins have been exported to China, and whose oil 
is used in Arabia for defending boat-bottoms from 
the teredo, are apparently non-anthropophagous. 
The Hindus lately opened a fane to llah4deva 
in a chevron-shaped hole, apparently worked 
and tamed by the ceaselees action of wind-blown 
sands, and the attendant "Jogi" rears pigeons 
for devotion, not for pies. The third person of the 
Hindu Triad, you will remember, became incar
nate at Meccah in the form of a pigeon and under 
the title of Kapoteshwar- "Pigeon-god." The 
pious have also dug a well, but the supply ia like 
brine. The great inconvenience of this . favourite 
watering-place, this Sindian "Ramleh," ia that it 
aft"ords absolutely nothing, not even drinkable water: 
You must send t,o the Badr-, or high, bd.zd.r, of camp 
for all you want, and on such occasions your ser
vants have a pleasant trick of talring m houn t.o 
do what should occupy two. 

I The lharJm .. CarMcwiaf _,,.,;. (Whit.e aJmk) i .ZW.
.... (Jwn•o-heacl); Bgualw /""°"""" uc1 & j'ridit (•w-Wa) ; 

- ,.. ... Ba.Ja. 
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Here, air, we used tiO assemble tiO bathe, tiO 
" t.ifF," not in the English sense of the word, and 
tiO "m:ir," or slaughter ·innocent crabs. At times 
some such scene as this took place, to be duly re
called and revered by memory. 

A dozen young gentlemen smoking like chim
neys at Christmas, talking and laughing at the same 
time, mount their ArabS, and show how Ambs can 
get down a puzzling hill and over loose hillocks of 
sand. . They all form line upon the bit of clear hard 
beach which separates the sea. from the clliE There 
is a bet upon the tapis there. 

A prick of the spur and a lash with the whip : 
on dash the Arabs, like ·mad, tiOwards and intiO the 
Arabian Sea. 

A long hollow breaker curls as it neam the 
land, and bursts into o. shower of snowy foam. 
Of the twelve cavaliers only one has weathered the 
storm, kept his seat, and won the day. Eleven may 
be seen. in various. positions, some struggling in the 
s"·ell, others :flat upon the sand, and others scudding 
about the hillocks, vainly endeavouring to catch or 
to curb. their runaway nags. 

This boisterous jollity is now numbered with 
the things that were. A few dull-looking whites 
promenade the strand, probably talking shop or be
moaning an eight.eeii-penny rupee ; and, conaidering 
how loudly Kam.chi and Clifton boast of their 
climat.c, the denizens do it injustice'; they look 
subject to- liver as well as to the ennui plo.gue. I 
never saw in India. more pallid women or o.psticr 
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children ; Karachi seems to carry most of her green 
upon the checks of her "pale faces." Only some 
half-do.acn weary, service-worn men remember \Vith 
amazement the high spirits of Clifton's youth. 
The crabs are safe, and so is. game generally-no 
one can now 8.fford the heart, even if he has the 
coin, for Shikd.r. Yet· here Lieutenant {now 
Colonel) :Marston excelled every native sporisman 
in stripping the highlands of Ibex and the Gad 
(wild sheep), and Lieutenant Rice began a career 
which ended with his becon:iing the Champion Tigcr
shot of the world. The political economist, the 
Liberal at.atesman, and the Manchester echool gene
rally,-,,ill opine that the change has been for the 
better. I hope you do not. 

It is now time -to return homewards. We will 
drive a few yaMa to the east-south-east and visit 
Ghisri-a counterpart of Clifton in all point.a, except 
that here, instead of the bungalows, is a Government 
or "llilitary Marine Sanit.arium." .The mat6riel is 
represent.ad. by three prim stone-boxes like detached 
villas, with green chiks or screens for officers ; long, 
mud-=roofed ranges of quarters for men ; and a rood 
point, whence visiton can prospect the sea and the 
crat.er-like heaps of loose sand. Suggesting the 
moving mounds thrown ·up by the ~ile about 
Syrian Bayrdt, they have rendered Ghisri "Bandar" 
(port), distant four mileas from Kamchi, and once 
the ne~ embarkation place on the Indus, or 
rather ~e "GJW4 Creek, a name and nothing more. 

But how lovely ~ these Oriental nights I 
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how especially lovely, contrasted with the most 
unlovely Oriental. day I This south-west.em fag-end 
of the Unhappy Valley is a desert plain of sand 
and dust, of silt and mud, with pins and dots of 
barren rocky hill, cut by rare torrents after rain, 
broken into rises and falls by the furious winds, 
and scarcely aft'o.rding enough of thorns, salsolm, 
and fire-plant.; u they call the varieties of 
euphorbia, to feed a dozen goat.a and camels. Yet 
:the hour, somehow or other, invests even this grisly 
prospect with a portion of it.a own peculiar 
charms. The ha.vy dew floats up from the sun· 
parched soil in semi-transparent mists, at once 
mellowing, graduating, and diversifying a landscape 
which the painful t.ransparency of the diurnal 
atmosphere lays out all in one plane like a Chinese 
picture. The upper heights of the firmament-vault 
are of the deepest, most transparent, and most 
pellucid purple-blue, melting away around its walls 
into the lightest silvery azure ; the moonbeams lie 
like snow upon the nether world ; there is hll'IJlony 
in the night-gale, and an absence of every hanher 
sound that could dispel the spell which the majestic 
repose of Nature cuts upon our spirits. 

And now for the alligaton. In former days we 
should have sent ofF our tents, and mount.eel our 
nags to cp.nter joyously over the seven miles of 
bad ground separating Kamchi from Pir Mango. 
But the horse, here &lld elsewhere in British India, 
hDB made way for the carriage, a st.ep in civiliza
tion from which the Argentine Republic ~ta 
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great results. The local H&DSOms and 11 Hugliea" 
are open barouches, drawn ·by two skelet,on nags: 
we have a unicorn of these phantom stee<la, and 
you will presently see why. The trap and three 
is hired from the old Panf, Me?w4nji Burjoji : 
we especially name 5 a.m., and we are kept wait
ing till 6, so as to get more sun than we want. 
Herd time is not meney, but an enemy to be dis
posed of; and the dawdling,. inconsequent way of 
life is very heavy upon the nervous systems of 
new-comers. At last the low-caste Hindu driver, 
grbining wide at our objurgations, begins to flog hia 
lean n&gs into·& rough cant.er, up the No. 1, or 
Napier Road; through the Badr-Wzd.r; past the 
h11@9 pile of Government School, over the "Irish 
bridges" or ill-paved dip-wat.ercouraes of masonry, 
and along the face of the tattered, half-ruined, 
melancholy bungalows which, in the days of 11 Old 
Charley," were looked upon as palatial abode& On 
ae right &Te the blue sheds of the 2n.d Beloch 
Regiment, and in front lies a crumbling eamp
Wd.r which once supplied the u Soldiers' Linea.• 
It preserves its trees, ~or here a booth with &bade 
is like a comer shop in London. We must walk 
through the Government Gardens to undentand the 
way in which e~g but mere " duty" is 
neglected throughout Bind. Like the- cemeteriea of 
the United Btata, these ~ the prettiest place& in 
the land ; _yet, with the sole exception of Bhilmry4r, 
they ~ left to Nature and the "nigger." The 
Kaid.chi establishment gardens, of about forty acres, 
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lie on the northern outskirts of camp, hugging the 
left bnnk of the Liyd.ri river, the only site where a 
sufficiency of sweet water is procurable. Their few 
acres of poor mean land,· grandiloquently named, 
contain a multitude of wells and Persian wheels ; a 
circle lvhere the band plays to pallid ladies in the 
evening, especiolly Sn.turdo.y; an archery ground, 
with one mud butt in ruins ; a field of staring holly
hocks, o. lo.rge swimming bath in the worst condition, 
and a cricket-ground well cracked by torrid suns. 
The grass is being uprooted by a native, and to 
the question "'Vhy ! " he replies curtly, "Bayl ke 
wd.ste "-for the bullock. 1.'he shady and avenued 
promenades divide a consi~emble expanse or vege
table-beds, especially lettuces, cabbages, and onions. 
Formerly residents, on po.ying a subscription, got 
their green meat gratis; now, they go to the bdzd.r 
for their" garden-sass." 

'Ve thread the dusty roads through the Goven
ment Gardens, and presently dash across the wid~ 
Liy4ri, beyond reach of civilization, which is hen 
represented by brick bridges and evil smells. We 
cross this "Nai" (Wady or Fiumara) at full gallop. 
We might he going to Donnybrook Fair; and 
you feel. olmost inclined to whoop, and to flourish 
your umbrella by way of shillelagh. After heavy 
showers in the hills, the broad deep bed can hardly 
contain within its wooded and garden'd banb the 
dashing, craahing torrent of frothing yellow mud. 
In autumn o.nd winter the. bed is bone-dry, save 
here and there a pool near Kamchi town, where the 
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little brown-blacks disport themselves in their quasi
natin element. 'V ater-pits have also been sunk, 
and round the mMgins crowd dames and damsels, 
fair and dark, young o.nd old, of high and low 
degree, each with earthen pot on head, and mostly 
carrying an iufo.nt riding across-hip, and clinging to 
the parental side like a baby baboon. There is an 
immensity of confabulation, a vast volume of sound, 
and, if the loud frequent lo.ugh denote something 
more than what the peevish satirist assigned to it, 
there is much enjoYJilent during the water-dmwing. 
The goodwives here prepare themselves for the 
labours and "duties" of the day, such as cooking 
their husbands' and chilrlrcn's meals, mending 
clothes, gossiping, scan-mag'ging, and other a.voca
tions multifarious. 

Beyond the influence of the Fiumara stretches 
a level surfo.ce, bald and shiny as an old man's pate, 
with an occasional Bismarck-bristle in the shape of 
cactus, .asclcpias, wild ea.per, and. low scrub. Tho 
vegetation is bowed landwards by the eternal sea
breeze and, for "serious " growth, walls would be 
required. One of the normal "Frere roads" has been 
laid out by the simple process of cutting a ditieh on 
either tide, but the cart-ruts are so deep that 
we prefer driving "promiscuously" across country. 
We edge gradually towards the low ridge of 
yellow-brown limestone, the Pfr Mango Hills, 
which bound the northem extremity of the Kard.chi 
desert. .A1tm duh;ng through a couple Of smaller 
l'iumaru, we strike a notch in the range, and turn 
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to the left up a bit of rudely-blade road, which 
dams the N dJi. (nullah) draining our deatination. 
The general look of the thermal basin, or rather 
basins, for it is a double f~ture divided by a rock
rib intio east.em and western halves, is that of an 
oasis. The two thick groves of dat.es, cocola, and 
tamarinds are 81ll'l'Ounded, ex~t on the north, 
where the drainage enters, and south, where it flows 
uiF, by a broken rim of limestionea and aandstones 
with a strike to the north•weat, and tiltied-up at an 
angle of 20°, forming clliFs some five hundred feet 
high, and fronting towards the inner :ftoor. In 
earlier days we should probably have found our tent 
pitched upon the borders of the marsh, under a 
thick and spreading ·tomariiid, which haa now gone 
the way of all wood. The ilatives have a saying 
that sleeping beneath this "Date of Hind " gives 
you fever, which you cure by sleeping under a 
Nfm-tree (Melia aiediradita), the lilac of Persia. 
Once, and but once, tic> shame them out of this 
notable superstition, I tried the experiment 01' 
my proper person; but, sir, like the prejudice
hating commercial gentleman and his ship Friday, 
I caught a cc chill" in the cool, damp shade, which 
made me even more credulous upon that point than 
my infomiera were. 

Aa the crocodile waa in Old F.gypt, ao the 
alligatior is still a quasi-holy animal in You:4g :Egypt 
and in Pokar or Poabkar of Rajput'UL ~ey 
come, it is said, from the cc Babb," a word meaning 

. the "stream where many streams meet," about _tm 
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miles to the west ; or they work their way overland 
from the lndus-a feat well within the power of 
these aauriana. I believe that many are brought when 
young by Faldn and religious mendicanta. Th67 
are of the man-eating aptciea, with ahorf'Au' anouta 
than thoee O'Wlled by the harmless gavial ( Gavi
alu longif'Odna), with whim gapes, and a double 
keel of caudal serrations ending in a single line. 
The people atill 888Ul'8 you that the bufl'alo is the · 
only beast they will not touch. On the Ind.us there 
ia also an iehthyophagous alligator called SWr, whose 
round muzzle bears a knob. It ia ea.ten by the 
Moh4n.a or fishermen, and you can imitate the meat 
by cooking st.eaka of what soldiers call "bull-beef " 
between alfiemats layers of stockfish. 

" Pfr Mango," 1 88 the natives tam him, or 
" Muggur Peer," the A.lligatior Saint, 88 we corrupt 
the name, was a holy Moslem hermit who, about the. 
middle of the thllteenth century, settled in this bamm 
spot and, to aave himself the tremble of having to 
fet;ch wa1ier from afar, caused, Moses-like, a itream
let to trickle out of the rock. On the northern 
hill-creafi a whitewashed stone ahows where he 
prayed for thirt.een years before he c.c found grace." 
Pnaently he was viai1ied by four pilgrim brother
aaint.a, who, "withoutrhymeorreason," 88 :Mn. John 
ia apt to •y, began to perpetrate a variety of 
miraclea. . Bia Holinw Bhaykh L'1 Sh4hW., DOW 

I ft(• 8'ji) •vepo," the IUppclllCl Arabio bm, II fomul la. a...a • .r: ........... OCll'l'd SiaclL .... B. ...... 
,..,_.Plr•Menph,•U..P ... fana: OU...pwPlr'" ....... " 
a1Ul •• ·"'llv*·. 
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of Behwan, creat.ed a hot mineral spring, whose thick, 
slaty-blue, graveolent proceeds settled in the neo.reit 
hollow ; the Right Reverend Farid cl-Dfn met.a-

• 
morphoaed a flower into_ a monstrous saurian ; the 
holy Jim41 el-D!n convertccl his " .Misw4k," or 
tooth-brushing stick, into o. po.Im-shoot which, at 
once becoming a elate-tree, aJrorded the friends 
sweet fruit and pleasant shade; while the Very 
Venerable Jel41 Jaymngd. ma.de honey and melt.ed
l1utter rain from the trees. After four years of 
contubernation, the friends urged H'ji Mango to 
accompany them upon the supererogatory pilgrim
age ; but he refused to leave his beloved alligators 
und, opportunely taking the :rout.e for Firchius (Para
di~~ ), be left his remains to be int.erred by the frater
nity close to the scene of their preternatural feats •. 
Tht~ place was an old Hindu pilgrimage, for the 
Pagnus still visit it to worship UJd. Jasmj, and in 
revt?rcncc of the hot water. They are not, by-the-by, 
tbc only geologists wl10 ho.ve mistaken .for true vul~ 
cnnism "·hat is probably the result of sulphur pyrites 
veining tbe subsoil. There are many similar "J wd.14-
mukbis," or fiery mouths, along the Mekrd.Ii coast ; 
nncl even the lloslems derive thii thermal spring 
fn>m the holy Ravi river of the Idol-worshippers. 

'Ve' dash through the last sand-track, some six 
inches clccp and, after an hour and a half of hard 
gallop, we ~w reins below t1re new Travellers' 
Bungalow. Fo.cing,the ruins of it.a predecessor,. it is 
a clismnl .. looking article, of the cowshed type, bare 
_and shaclcless. No mcssman is needed, for the 
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Anglo-Indian community is too idle and apathetic 
tO ride or drive so far. . The " D'14n," or central 
feeding-room, has been monopolized by a cheeky 
Pa.rid ; and the two northern dens, , devoted 'to 
" Sahib Log," suggest cats and cond~mned cells. 
Here we are wait.ad upon by the Mujawir, "Miyan 
Mutka," a son of the grim old Fakir, who died 
about· twelve years ago : he is a civilized man, · 
speaking a• little English and Persian, and, what 
is far better, an excellent Shikd.ri; who knows 
exactly where game is to be found on the Pa.\>b 
Hills, the blue line that forms our western and 
northern horizon. He takes us. in hand, and leads 
us, past a brand-new Dharmsala, and through long 
graveyards with sandstone tombs and carved head
pieces rep~senting the male turban, to the Alligator
tank proper. A couple of kids precede' us, but 
this time they will escape with uncut throats. 4s 
the holy lizards used to " Stravague," occasionally 
biting off a leg and picltjng up a nice plump child or 
two, they have been ignominiously prisoned within a 
mud-wall, in places crest.ad with broken glass: here 
we must stand upon stones to look upon the forty 
head of big saurians,· some bathing in the waf.en, 
others baskll:ig upon the bank. The dark recess, 
formed by a small bridge thrown over the narrow 
brick-canal which drains the enclosure, is broken 
down ; . and thus we ·miss a characteristic scene when 
:Mor8d.hib(Mist.er Peacock), the grisly monarch of the 
place, a genu loci some eighteen feet long, emerged . 
in "olligatoric state" from his recess in the warm, 

\ \ 
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bluish, sulphurous stream, and protruded through 
the gurgling anci bubbling watem his huge snout and 
slimy white swallow, fringed with portentous fangs, 
to receive his offering of kid-flesh. I believe his title. 
to be a mere euphuism, even as the Y ezidfs, called 
by their enemies uDevil-worshippera," converted 
Satan into :Malik Td.U& (Peacock Angel). Mr. E. B. 
Eastwick, however, opines that u the appellation is 
probably derived from a demon with five heads, 
destroyed by Krishnab, and from which that god 
is called Murdn," or :Mur's enemy. But-why, may 
we ask, should the name of a man-eating Rd.khshasa, 
or fiend, be applied to ~ venerated goat-eater! 
Nor can I see any reason for believing, with the 
l&lll8 author, that u these creatures derive their 
aanctity from the place, being regarded as im. 
(mediums of supplication), like the sparrows of the 
Branchian Oracle" (Herod. i. 159). 

The scene has been sadly civilized and vul
garized by Cockney modem improvement.a : evi
dently the British bourgeois has passed this way. 
Formerly this Khirkand, or milky water, gushed free 
out of the rock which supports the whiteW88hed 
dome and tomb of the holy ~ji; now it is 
received into a double ta.Dk of maaonry, where 
bathing invalids enjoy a temperatme of 98° F., 1 

and into a lower subdivision out· of. which cattle 
drink. From the source. it passed off into the old 
" Magd.r Td.bW," or Alligator-t.ank proper, still 

I Lieutemmt cm.., of the Bomba71'&TJ1 iD188'f made it J889 J'. 
. ;,\ 
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denoted by a balcl patch and o. border of trees. 
The little bog was o. network of wanu >"1mllow 
channels, mul of cooler pools foul o.nd atal!,11.inut with 
the thick dark-blue sediment, broken here auJ. tlu.•1"C 
by lumps of verdo.nt islet and tussocks of rushy 
vegetation. Though not more than j00 feet down 
the centre, by ho.If that breadth, it contained 
hundreds of alligat.ora-some said a thousand-vary
ing in size from two to twenty feet. The tout 
~ of the scene struck the eye strangely: the 
glaring at.eel-blue vault above. vividly contrasting 
with the green date-trees and the greener cocoaa 
of the oasis, stretching about a mile in length, and 
set, like an emerald, in the tawny gold of the sur
rounding desert; the uncanny hue and form of the 
Stygian swamp, int.eraected by lines of mineral 
water ; the quaintly-habit.i groups of. visit.on, 
and the uncouth forms of the aluggiah monsters, 
armed with mail-Coats composed of clay whitened 
and hard-baked by the aolar ray. · All wu Aora de 
'4mw, like a fair woman clad in the " Devil's 
livery," black and yellow, or a dark girl dreat in 
.red, which, the Persians say, would ma,JEe a donkey 
laugh. Moat of tho pilgrims, t.oo, were Kanyaris, or 
dancing-girls from Kanchi, and even modest women 
here allowed themselves a latitude of. demeanour, 
uaual enough in sacred placea, but atill quit,e. the 
:reverse of the sP:ctly "proper." Daring the exciting 
moment ·whica decided whether lfist,er Peacock 
would, or woulcl not, deign· to aap at and t;o swallow 
the hind-q11a& .. er of. kid, tanptingly held within an 

VOL. L '/ 
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inch of his noso, Curiosity kicked out Etiquette ; 
faces were u:rivoiled, and bo.cks of heads were bared 
in most unseemly guise. . " Wah I wah I I" (hurmh I 
hurrah I) shouted the crowd as things ended well ; 
and as the old Fakir, at the some time confis
cating by wn.y of perquisite the remnant of the 
slaughtered animn.], solemnly o.ddressed the donor, 
"Verily thy pmyem are acceptable, and great 
will be thy fortunes in both worlds I" When one 
of the minor monsters sallied forth in huge wrath, 
the groups that thronged the margin of the swamp, 
throwing stones and clods at its tenants, were too 
much terrified to think of anything but precipitnte 
escape. And at the fountain-head a bevy of African 
dames and damsels was wont to lave their buft"o.lo
like limbs, with about u much attire as would 
decently hide a hand. 

There was "skylo.rking," too, in those days ; and 
the poor devils of o.lligntom, once jolly aa monks or 
rcctom, l\ith nothing in the world to do but to 
devour, drink, and doze; wallow, waddle, and be wor
shippecl; came to be shot at, pel1ied, fished for, bullied, 
and besieged by the Passamonts, Alabaatera, and 
Morgantes of Kamchi. The lo.tt.er were the denir.ens 
of the . tents ; subo.lterns from camp ; strangers. in 
stranger hats and strangest coats, who, after wander
ing listlessly about the grove, "malring eyes" at "the 
fair," conventionally Ila called, offering the usual goat 
and playfully endeavouring t,o ram the bamboo
pole down llister Pen.cock's throat, informed the 
grave Fakfr, in a corrupt and infirm dialect of ,. the 
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l\Ioors," that he was an "old muff." They were 
gcnemlly accompanied by a scratch-pack of rakish 
bull-tcnici:s, yelping and dancing their joy at 
escaping the thmldom of the KuttewaW., the dog
boy ; and when Trim, Snap, or Pincher came to 
grief, 1 they would salute tl1c munlcrcr's eyes nnd 
mouth with two ounces of shot, mnking it plunge 
int.o its native bog wit11 n strnuge attempt at agility, 
grunting as if it had a grievance. The Fakir, 
propitiat.ed with a rupee and n bottle of cognac, 
retired in high glee, warning his generous friends 
that the beasts were very ferocious and addicted to 
biting. The truth of this statement was canvassed 
anlt · ~ncrn.Uy doubted. On one occasion the chief 
of the sceptics, Lieut. Beresford, of the 86th Queen's, 
who macle one of the best girl-actors in India, pro
posed to demonsttate by actual experiment " what 
confoundecl nonsense the old cuss was talking." 

TJie small pyrrhoniet looks to his shoe-ties, turns 
round to take a run at the bog, and cnarges the ,place 
right gallantly, now planting his foot upon one of 
the little tufts of rank grass which protrude from 
the mudcly water, then sticking for the moment in 
the blue-black mire, then hopping dexterously oft' 
a scaly aermfied book or a sesquipedaliab snout. 
He reaches the other side with a whole skin, 
although his overalls have suffered from a vicious 
snap : narrow escapes, as one may imagine, he has 

• In my 6nt account I made the a1liptor kill a dog with a 
neep of the tail ; tliia i1 the univenal belief of the nativea, but 
then are grave doubtl of itl ever being done by alligator or crocodile. 
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had, but pale ale and plentiful pluck are powerful 
preservers. 

Not unfrequently an ~tor ride was proposed ; 
and the Coryphmus of the party, who had provided 
himself with a shark-hook, strong and sharp, fixed 
the quivering body of a fowl on one end, and, after 
lashing the shank by a strong cord to the nearest 
palm, began to flog the water for a" Mugur." The 
crowd pressed forward breathless with excitement. 

A brut;e nearly twenty feet long, a real saurian 
every µich of it, t&kes the bait and finds it.ael£ in 
a predicament : it must either disgorge a savoury 
morsel, or remain a prisoner ; and, for a moment or 
two, it makes the ignoble: choice. It pulls, however, 
like a thorough-bred bull-dog, shakes its head as if 
it wished to shed that member, and lashes ita t.aiJ. 
with the energy of a shark which is being bat1iered. 
with capstan-ban. 

In a moment the "wild rider " is seated, like a 
:Malmut or elephant driver, upon the thick neck 
of the reptile at;eed, which, not being accustomed 
to carry weight, at once sacrifices the tit-bit and 
runs oft" for the morasa. On the way it slackens at 
times ita zigzag, wriggling course 1iO at1iempt a bi1ie; 
but the.atifF neck will hardly bend, and the prongs 
of a steel carving-fork, well rammed into the softer 
akin, muzzles-it efFectually enough. Lastly, just as 
the hol'88 is plmig:ing intio ita own element, the 
jockey springs actively on his feet ; leaps off 1iO one 
aide, avoids the serrated tail, and escapes bet1ier than 
he deserves. 
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The same trick, you may remeinber, was played 
by the la~ Mr. Wa1ierton (de Wat.erton) upon a cer
tain Cayman, which I have seen in the old hall near 
Wakefield. The Public, skilled at swallowing the 
camel of an impoasible cram, strained at the gnat of 
an improbable adventure, flatly refused belief, and 
-said so. Whereupon the great traveller grimly 
revenged himself by publishing, as a frontispiece to 
his nut volume, the portrait of what he called a 
" nondescript " : a red monkey, to which his cun
ning scalpel had given all the semblance of a man. 
ma critics, accepting the "iniaain.g link," canvassed 
it in lengthy and learned articles galore : .Mr. 
WateRoD. had the laugh on his side ; the credulity 
of the incredulous was much enjoyed, but the Public 
never again gave confidence to the author of the 
"sell." Never again: so he who laughed did not win. 

"Skylarking" at Magar TaUaf.o is now no more. 
Kiyan llutka, the .Mujd.wir, enters the enceinte, and, 
like a menagerie-servant, stin 1}p the inmates 
with a long pole. They open their pale gapes and 
roar the 1J8U&l hoarse bark ; when the succession 
ef pokes and pushes becomes too vigorous, they 
bit.e angrily at the wood and, finally, without 
att.empting to use the tail, they plmige into die 
puddle. Apparently they are hUDgl'Y ; many of 
diem lie with open jaws, and all seem to scan 
ua wistfully with their cold and cruel eyea. 

We then pass t.Jie shrine · of Pfr or Hd.ji 
~ango, fA>gether with the ne..,Iy ~~ "Ziymt
~·· or ~fi&~on~p~. ·it·~ .a ~·elet, with 
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a long flight of stone-steps and an ncljacent mosque, 
the latter, a mere 01:>en shed, crowning the so.ndst.one 
rock that rises above the lush and stnlgglin.g grove. 
It preserves its 80.Jlctity, ·as we see by the handsome 
modem t.omb of yellow-glazed tiles, lat.ely built 
for himself by one Jl,vnn l\fisri. Moro gi:ave
yo.rda and a small Dharmsd.14. lead, after half a 
mile, to the second water : the dwarf valley below 
actually sho'\l'S, !Ullongst the tall dates, a few yards 
of short clean turf, pearled with the morning dew. 
Ascending a slope studcled with tombs that cluster 
about ·a white building, the Nishani or Thikd.na 
(dwelling-place) of the great Kalandar, Lal Shd.h
bd.z, we find the subsidiary water welling from 
the hill-side. The spring, a small bowl paved with 
green slime, burst.a int.o little bubbles, and shows 
a temperature of 129° F.-as wo.rm as the hand 
can easily bear it. The light-hearted subaltern 
of bygone days explained the phenomenon by the 
fact tho.t the holy inmates of the burio.1-ground 
were "getting it piping-hot below.'' From the 
cactus-grown rock-knob above, we have a good 
view to the west of the "Pabb Hills :" the Mujd.wir 
explains the name to be a generic term for a long• 
ridge. He places them at a distance of forty instead 
of twenty miles, and discolll'8e8 el0t1uently concerning 
the visitation-places of Ha.mm, Hosayn, and Sh4h 
Bel4wal. Here, through the northern draino.go-gap, 
runs the road to " The F.tate," a fine orchard and 
kitchen-garden, belonging t.o a geneml favourite, 
the late llur4cl Khd.n. This no.tive gentleman kept 
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on damming the Ho.bb River with curious pcmc
vemnce, despite repeated b1·cn.kagcs, o.ncl, when his 
property bcco.me valua.blc, be died. .Aa Government 
has a lien upon the fnrm, n. t1iun\\"O.Y is now· proposed. 
We o.re joined by o. tall olcl Darw1J.ysh, who co.lls 
liimself o. Mnri Bcloch, and assures us that this water, 
like No. 3, comes from tlio Chenatb. As ho cannot 
even answer my question conccming the reverence 
duo to his Kushk(tl or begging-bowl, he will go 
away fee-less and discontented. '!'hence we wo.lk 
a fe\v yn.rds to the south, mul come upon a doublc
heo.ded sp1ing, whose tlrihluts, an.ye t~e Fu.kfr, arc 
hot in one and cold in the other direction. U nhnp
pily the the1mometcr showed 118° F. for tbe south
eastcrn, and 90° fo1· the no1·th cnstcrn pool Here 
o.re a coupl• of tanks, one of il1cm containing two 
large and a single smn.ll alligator. This rival esto.b
liahment owns au excellent Dho.rmsd.1;1, built at an 
expenditure of Rs. 1500 by one Tuhd.r Mohammed, 
a Mehmo.n ; and o. Hindu booth o~ t'vo under the 
shady trceR supplies pilg1ims with the ncccssmics of 
native life. 

Wo are in luck. Thero is a Melo or Pilgrims' 
:Fair o.t the Saint's tomb, and Sindi picnics hero 
become more popular o.s Europeans' visita diminish. 
I regret to observe, Mr. John Dull, that \Ve arc 
not in tho most respectable society. Ou~: charo.c
ten 'rill not be \Vorth o. .fig if we wander a.bout 
am•ngst the Kanyaria nnd Koblia, Anonymas and 
Hetmros: but. we may sa.fcly iniulge in o. Sidi 
dance. " Sid-l," you will understand, is the Arabie 
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for " my lord ; " a term vulgarly applied to the 
ZLlllibar negroids, who at home call themselves 
W '8a""11fli. To be polite you say " Habahi," or 
Abyaainian : so the Sf di (don't write Seedy) of 
Jazlreh, the ex-pirat.e's den ofl' the Northern Kon
kan, is known as the " Ha'bahi." One day Sir 
a Napier tA>ok it into his head to manumit 
all the Sind blacks, who were at once turned out 
of house and home. There was general wai1ing 
and gnashing of teeth ; few, however, at.arved, 
because life is easy in these latitudes ; and now, 
a p.neration after their manumi•ion, the -number 
aeema to have increased. But you must not run 
away with the idea that this would be the case 
in the Unit.ed. States, or even in the Brazil Query, 
would not the philanthropist rather aee them die 
free than live and multiply in bondage ! 

The preparations are easily made. Fantastic 
·1aga are pbt.nted in the ground ; and the musical 
inatrumenta, a huge Dhol or tree-drmn, and aundry 
home, a.re deposit.ed. in the shade. Aa dancing is 
"an act of prayer," is a prayer upon the legs, the 
perfonnanM opena with a burnt-oft"ering of bad 
ftankinC8D88 in a broken potsherd. The musiciana 
then itrike up, while the chorua roar a ncitalim, 
tomtoming, trumpeting, and drum-drubbing, with 
all the. weight of their mighty muscular arma and 
with the whole volume of their loud and leathery 
langa. . 

The Ot1rJ>I de btllke is eompoeed of several 
T4ifeha or set.a, each represented by any ·number 
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of dancers, male and female. They have t.asted 
of English liberty, and now they are impudent 
as Londoi.'.l cads or an ancient noble-woman's 
pet courier. At :first the sexes mingle, each indi
vidual describing, round the central :flag, a circle 
of pirouettes, without any such limitations as time 
or step, and chanting rude ditties with hoarse 
and willing throat.a. Then the baUerine, separating 
themselves from the male artistes, group together- · 
~e fascinators I-whilst one advances coquettishly, 
wriggling her sides with all the grace of a Panjd.b 
bear, and uttering a shrill cry, the Kil and Zaghritah 
of Persia. and Egypt, wliich strikes you as the dea.th
sbriek of a wild cat. After half an hour of these 
pas seuls, the host of male ivis--d-ivis, excited beyond 
all ~unds, and thrilling in every nerve, ran stand 
inactivity no longer. They plunge forward pran
cing ; they· stop short_, squatting suddenly on the 
ground ; they spring up and wave their arms, 
shouting and howling all the. time more like 
maniacs than ·common mortals. The perspiration 
pours down their naked forms, they pant and puff 
like high-pressure engines; still they keep the ball 
going. At times it is necessary to revive one of the 
performers, who ha.a fainted. with over-excitement, 
fatigue, o.nd strong waters. His ankles are seized by 
the nearest pair of friends, who drag him testily out 
of the ring, dash a potful of wat.er over his pros
trate form, and leave him to "come round " when 
he can. The moment he opens his eyes, be 8Ul'6 

that, treu und jest, he will rctum to the charge, 
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game ns n bull-clog, and clnncc himself with all 
possible c."tpcclitiou into nnother fit. 

Mr. Bull, nnd ye admirers of the olden time, ye 
clnssical landers of h~v· antiquity, will you excuse 
me if I venture upon one query 1 When those 
heavenly maicls, :Music null the Ballet, first came 
do\vn from Ind.inn Mom or Ethiopinn lforoe, loved 
of the gocls, to one of the Dl&'tny Olympuscs, o.nd 
condesccncled to tnkc au cngngcmcnt with Young 
Grecco, dicl they, think ye, appear in the primitive, 
natural, and unaffected forms which they still dis
play t.o ccstasizc the Sicli sons of Young Egypt 1 I 
humbly opine they dicl. 

As \Ve return homewards we pnss by a Kd.riz, 
one of t11c subtcrmncau aqueduct.a used for n"ligo.tion 

_throughout Centini Asin. It is formed by sinking 
a line of shafts, used for repairs ns well ns excaYa
tion, nt inte1-va.ls of about twenty yo.re.ls, nnd con
necting them by o. nnn·ow tunnr.l dug, at the 
requisite depth, below the surface. Thus the irregu
larities of lcYel m-c ovc1-come, ancl water is b~ought 
down from the hills without evaporation or the 
danger of being d1-a'"~ off by stmnge1'8. '11he long 
lines of earth-mounds, inclicn.ting the scvc1nl aper
tures, is o. f:uni1ia:r feature in o. Sind, as in o. Pcrsinn, 
landscape. It is wonclcrful bo\v accumtcly the 
motmto.in-folk cn.n determine· by the eye iising and 
falling ground, and how skilfully t11ey excavate with· 
their rude tools ; in some coses, ho\vever, as hci-c, 
the work ends in o. failure. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE ll..\IlCB FROll KARACHI-THE MEMORY OP THE 

PRETTY PEBSIA.'llf GIRL. 

'VE must spend a week at Ka.rd.chi. Lo.nd-tmvol 
in these regious requires something more tlmu 
simple European 'preparations of portmanteau, 
dressing-bag, and hat-box, and, just o.t present, 
the weather is not propitious. I hardly expected 
we should escape in the Khamsin season, bet\Veen 
November and Juno, one of the local scourges, a 
dust-storm. When we rose in the morning, the 
sky lowered and the air was dark;· the wind blew in 
puffs, and it felt unusually mw and searching. H 
about 8 a.m. you looked towards the Hd.14-Kirthar 
Hills, which spread. their last outliers over the 
south-westernmost flank . of the pat river-plain, 
you saw a "devil," a towering column of f&lld and 
dust from the rocky ridge, mixed witb powdered 
salt from the arid fiat, fiying, fast as it could, from 
angry, puling Boreas, whom we here call the 
" Shim'1. " 1 

1 la Arabio the WOl'c1 m.euail the north wind·; but Sind. appU. 
it t.o the nonh-wellter, the uaaal clirflCtion of the nmth-eut; mon
IOOIL 
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The gale gJ.'Ows, bfast pumuing blnst, roaring ond 
sweeping rouncl the walls and over the roofs with 
the frantic violence of a . typhoon, a cyclone, a 
tornado. There is ho1T0r in the sound ; and then 
tbe prospect from the windows I It remincbs me 
6f Firclausi's stupendous imagciy: one layer has 
been ioemoved by the battle-tramp off the face of 
Earth, ancl hos been added to the Seven Heo.vens.1 

You close every cmck and cranny in the hope 
of alleviating the evil Save ydur8elf' the trouble I 
all such. mensures are in vain. The impalpable 
atoms with "·hlch our atmosphere is charged would 
pass witliout difficulty through a needle'a eye ; 
judge, then, what ensy thori>ughfarea they must find 
the· chinks of these wo.rped doors and the cracks of 
these puttylesa munnions. 

It seems as though the pungent . aaltpetroua 
dust recognized m our persons kindred matter. Our 
heads are powdered in five :minutes ; our eyes, 
unless we sit with closed lids, feel as if a clash 
of cayenne had been administered ; we sneer.e as 
schoolboys do after a first pinch of "Irish black
guard ; " our skins are grittier than a loaf of pa.in 
de m811.age in .the French Pt"Otliw, and washing 
would only add to the irremediable nuisance. 

Now, air, if you wish to let your family and 
!>Id cronies at home see something of Eastern 
luxuries, call for light.ed candles and· indits an 

1 Uoelem1 believe in 1nen heaftllll and u maD7 -.rthl. eon· 
01Dtricall.7 cli~, like tho coat. of an cmlcm; an icloa niclcmtl7 
n.-tod, to the J:opti&n1 a.11d Greeb, b7 the IOYOD pJA1IOtt. 
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"overland letter." It will take you at least an 
hour and a boll to finish the normal four pages, 
with the pen which becomes clogged, and the paper 
which is covered, every few minutes. Moreover, 
your spect.acles require wiping at least ns often as 
your Gillott ; and finally, when the missive comes 
to hand it will contain a neatly flattened cake of 
glittiering mud and micaceous silt, moulded to the 
form of the paper. Tell Aire. Bull that you went 
without your "tiftin "-luncheon, I mean ;-that 
you tried to sleep, but. tbc novel sensation of being 
powde.'Ctl with dust made tbo attempt abortive ; 
that it is impossible to cook during these storms ; 
and that if the go.le last mucb longer you expect 
~be "in for" a modification of your old favourite 
"mtmmuml ecpulture." However, the wind will 
blow itself out about 5 or G p.m. ; at this hour it 
sometimes rises on the lnclus banks, but on the 
coast, as a rule, it goes down with the sun ; and 
even should it continue during the night it will be 
mild compared with what we endure by day. 

Kanl.chi, I have told you, is fnnu .. '<l for healthful
ness, the maximum summer heat solllopi reaching 
90° to 92°1 F., although 115° have been ,rccorcle~; 
this avemge is some 20-0 less than at Ho.ydard.bad 
and Sakhar in Upper Bind (~10° to 112°). l\Iore
over, the sea and land b~zes are t.olerably 
regular, and, aided by the heavy dews, which roll 
from the- roofs like thin rain, they mitigate the 

' The maimum ba the ahade ia 11'1°, the minbfi'Um 39°, and the 
appzmiwa&e m-.n 81'. At lout, 10 u;p the excellent Gazetteer. 
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fierce and sickly heat nn.d glare of a region seldom 
cooled by showers. We are in north lnt. 25°, just 
beyond the verge of the ~pie, where the Indian 
wet monsoon of summer is exchanged. for the 
wintry downfalls of the Tempemtes, and yet, with
out including the occnaionol furious deluges, 1 we 
cnnnot reckon upon more than 'I inches o.nnuolly to 
86 o.t Bombay. 

Mnritime Sind mo.y be mid to have four 
seasons, consisting of double lVinters and summers. 
The mat .cold weather losts between November 
and lforch ; the second is a break in the great 
heats, extending from August to September. This 
cool and cloudy period is: little known beyond 
the seaboard, because due to the south-westem 
monsoon, which the Board of Trade compels to 
begin in April. Alexandria and Cairo show similar 
variations of dry heat and damp heat, due to 
the abundant moisture of a high Nile. Finally, 
the o.rid alluvial soil, the gift of the Ban and the 
detritus of the rocks, breeds none of that fearful 
miasma which arises from the reedy awamps near 
the "lnilinc embouchures, and which makes its hug6 
delta more molarious tho.n the fatal Pontine 
Marshes. . 

But Kard.ehi, like Aden, Maskat, Bushehr 
(Buhire), and other hot-dry, tropical and aub
tropicnl climates, though, generolly apcoking, 
salubrious enough, has recurring crises of aick-

1 The rainfall la 'ffrT uncertAin, YUJUsl from I to 18 iaoh• : 
Wweea 18GG-1'1 the •TeraSO ..... ' m. 81 GODt&. . 
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ncss, ;..nd suffers severely from the visito.tion of 
cpiclemics-small-pox, clysentery, typhus, and espe
cially cholcm. At such times she can show an 
amount of mortality which shames even S'o. Leone, 
celebmted 88 the Dark Continent is for running 
up tremendously long bills of that· nature. None 
of us old Sindis will ever forget the teniblc c11olera 
of 1846 1 when, despite every cnre, the Royal Irish 
(86th Regiment). lost half its numbe.rs. Nor wcro 
those o~ '53, '61, '65, t111d '69 less fatal. At 
the same time, I believe \vith Doctor Bucz, Consul 
de France and Sani~'ll'Y Officer at J aldah, the port 
of Mecco.h, that the focus of this mnlignnut, ·mcdico
baffiing pest is the Indian Peninsula, whilst Sind is 
affected only by derivation ; therefore, that the 
invasion can be kept out by carefully-conducted 
quarantines. 1 On the other hand, small-pox is 
here endemic, and despises borrowing anything of 
virulence from Arabia. 

You ha.ve now every "strict ·necessary" for 
your long mo.rch: o. Be-cholxt, or single-Hy, pole
lesa tent, the justly prized mnnufactui-e of Bengal, 
which gencmlly outlast.a o. collple made nt Bombay. 
The two side-finps are for your people t.o sleep linder: 

I ftia WU the aecoild great Aliatico-Emopean attuk, Jutins 
from 18'8 '8 : number OJl8 wu l880-3t. 

• "Boport on J'eddah," NC10nd edition. See aJao the "Bapori 
coneeraing the clil\uicm of Oholora. and itl prnaleDCe ba Buzope 
dllling the ten 7ean of 180G-7';" publiahe4· l>J the :Doud of 
Tade. lfr. Motten. RaclcWl'e'• ftluable paper "bual from 
point to ;obit that womrud cWl\uion of eholera in the •tern 
Blmilphuv which, ba(ibminr in 1883, oontin1l8cl mmatcrraptecll1 
to1878.n 
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Your stud is an old Amb, a veteran ho@'-hunter and 
a steddy roadster; n.lso an Afghan Ghlint, Yaibli or 
CWr-Gdsheh (the "split-eared"), as they call thell. 
breed of short, stout, shaggy ponies, somewhat like 
tho Iceland " moss " in winter coat ; a Bandni, or 
single-humped dromedary for your own riding, and 
four luggage-eo.mels to carry your canvas-house 
with it.a belongings-table and chair, canteen and 
crockery, cot, carpet, o.nd chest of dmwers. The 
other animals number nine, viz.: "Pepper," a 
spiteful little fox-te1Tier, the best possible body
guo.rd Juring our march ; a head servant, at once 
butler, .footman, aud valet; a " boy " of forty, his 
aide-de-camp ; a cook ; two " homekeepers," who 
can hardly be called groonis, nnd a po.ir of camel
drivers. We must o.lso take a washermo.n and 
certain uncleo.n clruclges for general work. 

There are two ways of making Glutm, the fimt 
of our nine stations 3 on the way to Haydambaf.d. 

t The following are the namea and cliatancea cWFerantl7 given by 
(1) the Qmrt.e-maatu-Geaeral, and (t) the Ouetteer :-

JIU& l'utmp. ...... 
L Xanlchi to Jem4d4r Kf 14ndhf 13 1 ·i..ndhi 12 

I. WaW,ji ... 11 1 {Piw:·~.. ··· 101-
-*'Jt ••• 51-

8. Gh.W 9 Ii- GM.ro 9t 
'- GlljA 11 1 Gujo ••• . 12 
I. TbatM· (about half-wa7) 8 4 Th4t£ ••• 10 

18 ' &8t 
8. Bil41' (proper'17 JD·t) 16 8 Belaia ••• 18 
'1. J'erruck (Jhank or Jhirka) ••• 16 ' ·~ ... 

6 
Ukh ••• 10 

8. Ver (properl7 U-4) ~ ' A.unpur 11. 
9. Kotri (proprrlJ' 11 -4) I ' Xotri 1, 

-
Grand. total 111 6 not 
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If, preferring water with a view t,o save trouble, 
we take boa~ somewhere abo,·e old Ghisri Bandar, 
we shall probably find ebb-tide in the Gh4r4 creek, 
the large navigable branch which debouches between 
Kar4chi and the Piti or Bhagar mouth ; a desolating 
sun and a ati1I" breeze dead in our faces. I have 
tried it more than once. So we will make up our 
minds t,o start the· servant.a directly, with orders t,o 

march upon the Jemdd4r's Laindhi, or station, BO 
called becauso years ago some native official here 
built a mua-tiOwer. 

Our rout,e lies eaat with BOuthing of Kanchi, 
ovet" the low hills, and the little deaerli' where the 
duat-stiOrms love t,o wander. There is nothing 
:remarkable in it, except that we are morally 
certain t,o lose the road-if such name can ·be given 
to the one in a thousand f09tpatbs and hoof-tracks 
intiO which we happened t,o fall when we left the 
cantiOnment-so regularly every half-hour, that our 
journey will more than double it.a proper length. 

That pole on the summit of " Gibbet-hill." the 
mound we are now }>""'ring, ~ka the spot where 
a ~brated Sindi " Wildfire Dick," Fakfro by 
name, paid the last penalty of the Jaw for murder
ing an English officer in cold blood. An old hyena· 
prowls about the spot, and the credulous natives 
believe him t,o be the .Kakodaimon whose foul 
influence impelled the freeboot,er t,o do BO unlucky 
a deed. . 

Observe, every one we meet is in peaceful guise. 
One of the fint ordem ~eel by the Conqueror of 

'VOL. L 8 
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Sind was that no man ehould carry weapons 
abroad. It was a fair specimen of the old warrior's 
shrewd, wise, despotic rule: tardy Bombay did not 
take warning till after the great Sepoy-mutiny. 
Large bodies of armed men were thereby prevented 
from meeting to concert conepira.ciee, and quiet 
people saw wlth astonishment and admiration that 
the personal safety of the subject was become a 
public, not a private, care. Many a Karachi-ite, 
in 1850, remembered the day when no man dared 
walk ~m the town to the Ram Bagh, a distance 
of half a mile, without sword and shield, matchlock 
and dagger. 

To show you "hat the value of human life was 
in th0l'8 days : Some years ago a clan qf Bcloch 
had wandered down from their native mount.a.ins, 
and had pitched their tents on the plain that lies to 
the north of the cantonment. It is related that on 
one occasion an old widow sent forth her only son 
to collect a little "rhino " from any travellers he 
might cha.nee to meet. She buckled on his sword 
like a Spartan mother, praying lustily the while, 
and iollowed with anxious eyes his lessening form, 
making it the object of many a heart-breathed· 
beniscm.. 

It was the boy's maiden foray, and he started 
upon it with the determination not to· disgrace the 
lengthy line of celebrated thieves, his ancestom. 
'.rhe &at person he met- was a Sindi, trudgll;ag 
along on foot, armed, as usual, cap-tl-pie, and 
carrying on his back an earthen pot-lid, the extent 



'l!ke Gal,lant Young Robber. 115 

or his morning's purchases at the neighbouring 
market-village. 

To cry " stand and deliver l " wu the work of a 
~omcnt. As rapiclly, too, the order was obeyccl
a Southron of these plains seldom dared to bantly 
words or blows with an armed Highlander. 

The young Bcloch secured the pot-lid. 
But the dark idea of the maternal disappoint

ment and disgust at the paltry nature of his virgin 
booty, and the danger of bciug designated. a "prig
ger of pot-lids," settled heavily upon the lad's 
sensitive mind. 'Vhflt was he to clo1 Suddenly a 
bright thought dispersed th~ gloomy forebodings. 
He cut down the Sindi with his good sword, 
struck. off his head, placed it upon the platter, and 
carried it in triumph as a" reshkash," or honorary 
offering, t.o his mama. 

" And hast thou re.ally slain this Sindi dog for 
the sake of this pot-lid, two of which go for a 
penny, 0 my son 1" anxiously inquired "the venerable 
matron, with a bea1;ing heart. 

"W allah-by the Lord-I did, mother l " 
"Then happy am I among the daughters of 

the Beloch, and blessed be • thou, my boy I and 
thy sons I and thy sons' sons·! for ever and ever I" 
quoth the widow, bursting inflo a crying :fit of joy. 

We, however, use the privilege of the ruling 
race, as our holstaa show ; not so much for the 
purpose of safety, as with the object of impresaing 
upon the natives a sense of our national superiority. 
The only dangerous animal we are at all likely 
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to meet with here is some native rider's runaway 
jade. Remember, if you do see one charging us, 
lvith to.ii erect and head deprcssccl, whinnying 
like the Fire-king's steed, dmw your revolver, 
and put the brute at once hors de combat. 

Our first day's march is interesting in one 
point of view : during the whole morning's ride 
we see not one inch of cultivated, though every 
second mile of it is culturable, ground. The 
road crosses a number of Fiumaras-tbe W adis 
of Arabia Deserta-all sand at this seRSon, and 
stretch~ over a. succession of heavy shingles, bare 
rockR, and burning deserts, which would not be out 
of place in Bedawi land. . 

There is the JemMatr's station. It is a fair 
specimen of the village in Southern Bind : the 
component matter consists of a well, a few shops 
or booths of bush and matting, where vendors 
of grain, sweetmeats, vegetable1t, and clarified 
butter expose their scanty stores, and a ragged 
line of huts, half-mud, half " rain-dropping wattles, 
where in foul weather the tenant (like poor 
Paddy) can scarcely find a dry part to repose 
his sky-baptizcd head ; " and where in summer 
RCOSOns the occupant, one would suppo'Sc, is in 
imminent deadly peril of sun-stroke and brain
fever. Our tent is pitched upon a dwarf plain 
near the road, our effects are scattered over its 
withered grass. plat, and our people are loitering 
about the bushes ·beyond, or squatting under the 
single tree, in expectation of our amval. There 
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is a Travelleis' Bungalow, to the right or east 
of the camping-ground, with the messman 8.nd 
the two normal big rooms; but we will prefer the 
canvas ·house to his brewed tea and his " sudden 
death," as the SpatcAcook is here facetiously called. 

You dismount, somewhat stiilly. It is your 
first ride after some months, and a long canter 
is apt to produce t.emporary inconvenience. You 
will doubtless feel better in the afternoon. 

And now for breakfast, d la Sindienlne : Bass 
usurping the throne of Hyson, chaplttis1~nea 

or unleavened cakes of wheaten flour, salt, and 
water-doing duty as buttered toast ; and a hot 
curry "the succedan.eum for cold meat or "frizzle 
of bacon." 

H there be anything of the wanderer in your 
disposition, Mr. John Bull, and l know there is, 
you will soon like this ~tyle of life. The initiation 
is, of course, an effort. After gliding over o. 
railroad at the rate of forty miles per hour, you 
are disposed to grumble at our creeping pace. 
At the halt, you miss your " comforts," your hot.el
you have abolished the inn-your newapaper, and 
your thousand unneceeaary necessaries. One . of 
your camels has fallen down and broken half your -
crockery: you need not turn up yoµr eyes in 
despair ; it is as easy to drink .ale out of a tea-qup 
as fmm a tumbler. Your couch is a wreck ; 

1 Tbele an the "myneriou patti•" of the unl-.rned Sir 
Chari• Wood (Lord Balifu), which, before the KutiD1, Hn"ecl 
the mutineen like the J'ier.r-cra. of the Sootoh Bighlenden. 
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never min<l, we will rig up another, in the shnpc 
ot" n "·oollcn fmmc, listed along and acrou, with 
IL iaook at cn .. h corner, nnd secure it between two 
bullock-hi.mks. Our SCl'\'nuts, I hear, have been 
fighting, as Turks nre said to do: this is a ?<4"1 
amnoyimce, which "·c must c1"Usl1 in embryo, if we 
want to lh;c in peace. 

'vl~ rmmmon the offenders. After some delay, 
nntuml to the man who expects no goocl to come of 
hm~te, ap1xm.r Messicure Ramd. and Govintl, }>laintiff 
nntl dcft>nclnnt. 

" 0 -f&Ons of doggesscs I What shameful work 
iH this f" 

" &t'b, is it by your _order and direction thnt 
thy mnn smit.ci4 me upon the lips with his slipper t '' 
nsks &bw\, blubbering. 

" &.t.'b, is it by your on.lcr n.ncl direction tbn.t 
thi.'J man calls iny mother naughty nnm<·~, aml 
tells me that I eat corpses 1" inquires Govillll, 
fiercely. 

'Ve ,lismiss both parties, with a little countcr
irrit:1tion applied to something more tangible thnn 
the pnrt chafed by- angry words. Those fellows, 
both having renson, as they imagine, to abuse us, 
lvill be on the best possible terms before sunset, . 
o.nd they arc not likely to quarrel nguin KOon, much 
less to annoy us with their quarrels. 

The sea-breeze blows freshly here, o.n<l after 
l>l"cnkfast you will enjoy a nap exceedingly. 

Now, Mr. Bull, I will tell you holv I employed 
myself whilst you were dozing a.way the forenoon. 
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Do you see that array of striped tents, those 
scattered boxes, neglected bags, and heapa of camel
litters. in whose glaring shade repose some dozens 
of long-bearded individuals, with huge conical caps 
of lamb's wool, fierce eyes, thick beards, loud voices, 
and a terrible habit of profane swearing ! 

They are Persians, escorting one of the prettiest 
girls ever seen to her father's house near Kan.chi 

The first thing which attract.ad my attention 
after you went to sleep was the appearance of a 
little slave-boy, who, when his fellow domestics 
addressed th-miseives to the morning siesta, kept 
walking about the entrance of our tent, looking in 
at times, and taking every precaution to evade 
all eyes but mine. I awaited an opportunity, and 
called liim up. He removed his slippers, sah\m'd, 
bending forward with his hand on his right thigh, 
a respectful style of salutation, co.lied in Persia 
the "Kurnish," and then stood up to be catechised. 

" 'Vho a.rt thou, son t " 
"My name is Lallu; my birth-place Bushehr." 
" And what is thy employment ! " 
"I serve the Bibf, in the house of the great 

Sn.rdatr (chieftain) Z- Khan." 
" Indeed I thou art a wonderful you~. Dost 

thou like goodies ! Then take this rupee; go 
to the bUai.r, _and stufF thyself. . If thou wishest to 
come Jlere presently and chat awhile, there is no 

lear--bdlt ""'·'' 
The little wreteh, who sco.rcely numbered twelve 

summers, looked knowing as an " Arab" in your 
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city of infant phenomena, again _bowed, ahu&led 
on his slippen, and departed with a grin and a 
promise to return. 

Then, taking my pen and ink, I proceeded to 
indite the following billet douz upon a sheet of 
bright-yellow note-paper, the "correct thing " in 
this early stage of an affe,a"re (dB etnr}, we will 
call it·: 

"The Rose-bud of my Heart hath opened and 
bloomed under the Raye of those sunny Eyes, and 
the fine Linen 1 of my Soul receiveth with ecstasy 
the Lustres which pour from that moon-like Brow. 
But, -w0e is me I the ~en lacketh its Songster, 
and the Simum of Love bath dispersed the frail 
morning Mists of Hope. Such this servant (i.e. 
myself) knows to be his Fate ; even as the poet 
singe: 

"'Why, oh I why, wu 1uch beauty gi'Y81l 
To a ltone from the filnt-rock'a IUl'face riftll f • 

" Thus also the hapless Inditer of this Lament 
remarketh: 

u 'The diamond'• throne-ii the pare nc1 pld ; 
Shall the AlmU I reR OD the Q black mould I 1 

" And he kieeeth the Shaft which the Bow of 
Kismet lm.th dischs.rged at the Bosom of his Bliss. 
Auel he looketh forward to the Grave which is 

l Thil Oriental image may not be familiar to the ... ilh rwler. 
In Penian poetry, the linun-atul" called.,. KarbU" ia auppoMd to 
be enamoured of the moon. 

1 The edame.nt or diamond. The.,.... are far.famecl l!fi.u.i'L 
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immediately to receive him and his miseries. For. 
haply thy Foot may pass over his senseless Clay ; 
the sweet inftuence of thy Presence may shed Light 
over that dark Abode." 

After sealing this production with wax ·jaundiced 
like the paper, I traced the following lines with 
an UDSteady hand, in ve.ry crooked and hcart
brc>ken cha.ract,ers, upon the place where " Miss 
A-," etc., etc., would have been : 

"Tile Jlarb on thil ShM are not the Btaiu of Smoke (i.e., ink), 
The7 ue the black Pupila of my B7es diaob·ed bf acaldiag Tean; 
AD of m7 Heut what it. Fate ia, and it will WI thee 
'l'bM whea T-.n are uhauated, Blood from it willbe,Pa to 801i." 

When the slave-boy reappeared we renewed our 
dialoguP,, md after much aft"e«?ted hesitation he 
proceeded to disclose further particulars. "Etiquette"· 
forbad his mentioning the Kh4num's name ; on other 
subjeeta, however, the young Mercury was su:fli.
eiently communicative, and at last he departed, 
with a promise to put the missive into the fair 
hand when he could, and to. report progress in the 
course of the afternoon. 

Now, Mr. Bull, be asleep if you please I Lallu 
is hovering about the ~nt again, and the presence 
of a " party" en tiers-the terzo incotlJmodo- · 
operat;ea unfavourably on these occasions. Tum 
your face towards the ~t wall,, Bir I 

" Well, aon !" · 
"I have laid the high letter before the KMnum." 
" And what commands did Her Huznr (highness) 

issue!" · 
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" Hfok I nothing.--" 
" Indeed I " 
11 Except that the Khd.num wished to know if 

Your 'Vorship is learned in physic, and has any 
European remedies." 

" Take my prayers and compliments to the 
Presence and put in this petition, saying, That in 
half-an-hour I will l"y before Her Excellency what 
we men of medicine in Feringist4n consider the 
Elixir of Life." 

I scarcely know what to do. Perhaps, sir, you 
do not diagn0c1ticize the fair one's malady Y A 
ftnsk of C111'8.90& or noyau would cure it at once, but 
we have none with us. . Brandy she will dislike, 
sherry Rhe will find cold, and ale nauseous. 

I have it I 
We did not neglect, when at Karachi, to lay in 

a little store of coarse gin, intended as a bonne 
bouche for the Sindis. See what ingenuity can 
effect I I mix up a bottle of it with a pound 
of powdered whit.e sugar, simmer over a slow 
fire, strain, flavour w~th an idea of Eau de 
Cologne, and turn out as dainty a dram, sweet 
and strong, as any Ba.cchus-loving Oriental queen 
could desire. 

The. boy is delivering to his mistress the EJixir 
of Life, and a certain accompanying mesu.ge from 
the Jalfn11s (Galen) of the age, 'lliz., your humble 
servant. If you peep through that crevice in 
the tent wall you may catch sight of her. 

Is she not a charming girl, with features carved 
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in marble like a Greek's ; the noble, thoughtful 
Italian brow; eyes deep and lustrous as an An<la
lusinn's, and the airy, graceful kincl of figure with 
which llohammcd, according to our poets, }JCOllled 
his man's Pnmdise I 

How lnggingly Time creeps on I \Vhen will it 
be evening ! Oh, that I could administer a kick to 
those little imps, the Minutes, that would send them 
bumping against one another, bow and stem, as the 
eight-0&1'8 in a rowing match on old Isis I I shall 
be admitted into the Presence as a medico of dis
tinguished fame, and you may accompany me to 
play propriety and to enlarge your ideatr, sir. 

Confusion I what are they doing ! 
The litters are being hoisted upon th"c camel's 

back, and that grim senior, the Khd.num's male 
duenna, has entered her tent r 

Oh, "my prescient soul r " The Beauty comes 
forth, mu1Bed and wrapped up ; the beast, her dro
medary, kneels ; she mounts, tuming her latticed 1 

face towards us ; I hear a tiny giggle ; she whispers 
a word in the ear of the slave-girl that sit.a beside 
her ; the auditor also laughs ; they draw the } '. tter 
curtains ; the camels start- I 

1 Koden women, in Penia, when the7 leave the houee, abr•JB 
w-.r the "Burlr.'a." See Ohapter xn. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE LEGEND OJ' BAMBRA, THE RUIN - &INDIA 

D'ESERTA-TDE FAREWELL ORDER OJ' A. COJl

MANDER-IN-CBIEP, ~D THE CAMEL-RIDE. 

WE are now progressiI~g towards Wat&ji, the 
second stage, or twenty-eight miles, from Kan1chi, 
on the road of the Five Torrents-about which 
anon. Our diaries will record something of this kind: 

"Number two march, alaorockyandsandy, ended 
at the unusual convenience of a caravanserai ; a 
deserted mosque, half-exposed to the winds of 
heaven, having been desecrated into utility." 

Native travellers, you observe, sir, have scribbled 
over-the well-plastered walls, precisely as if they 
had been Greeks, Romana, or Englishmen. I once 
saw the paws of the Sphinx, when unburied by the 
lat.e Due de Luynes, and not.ed that they were 
covered with old travellers' scrawls. For 

"llomina miltoram Mmpe puietiba imnmt." 

Here also our compatriot.a have not forgotten t.o 
writ.e and scratch many a " GREEN " and a 
"BROWN" sprawlingly over the more modest 
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signe:tures, and the lesa striking inscriptions of their 
black and brown "fellow-subjects." 

A few of the Oriental compositions are amusing 
enough. This one, for instance : 

"Matten an come to a prett1 paaa, ye Hoelema, 
When Christian hoUDda ea\ pork and drink wine in the 

M:oaque l" 

Some patriotic, probably " unemployed,'' 1 indi
vidual of the olden day has recorded a burning wish 
in the following terms : 

"0 Sher M:ahommed,1 tmn the reim of th1 steed towards Sind, 
And with one 8aah of th:y acimitar conaume 'Naplr ! •" 

And a little below, fanatics-in their cups, I 
suppose-have been hard at work. One gentle
man w.rites: 

"A la.kb. of evil c\Ulel light on the head of U:mar 
The IOD of Khattllb ! II 

Near which an orthodox Moslem has thus notcc.1 
his violent deteatation of such a schismatical, 
heretical, and damnable sentiment : 

"Oh, bue-bom one, mayat thou die a hateful death, 
And ma1 dop make a divan of th1 tomb!" 

Watd.ji, in 1876, bas nothing but a camping: 
ground near the banks of the Gagg4 Fiumara, which 
supplies excellent water. It is front.ed on the 
opposite side by the Govern~ent Gardens, where 

• "Employment," in Sind and Bind, al1t'aJI means a ..W,
from Qoyernment. 

• The only Amir who Showed ooanp or ocmcluct in ati&cking 
or rem.tins 111. Sir Oharlel Napier ca11ecl him the Lion (Sher) 
of Sind. 
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mangoes grow, o.nd here we find the policeman, who, 
like the British ·flag, seems to gird the habitablo 
globe. He is dressed in bl~e, with red turban and 
Knmarbo.nd, and his long boots show that he serves 
,. indifferent well ,, on horseback and on camel-back. 

From Wataji to Gham, nine miles, this morning 
-a plain such as Sind only co.n display. I feel 
almost disposed to point out the mo.rks of the old 
coast, and to lecture you upon the "geology and 
l!:s:tinct fishes" of the country. However, that hill, 
a fe,v hundred yards off the road, rising abruptly on 
one side from the sandy flat that skirts the neigh
bouring creek, and on the other gradually sinking 
into the broken, bushy, roc'.ky ground behind it, 
will supply us with half an hour's "story-telling," 
c~rtaiuly much more rational, and probably a little 
more nmusing. 

Bmnbrd., which some identify with the old 
..\lc:s:n11<11ian city, Bnrbnrci, or Barbnrik~, whilst 
••th~1'S bcre hit t~pon "Dcbul Bandnr" (ThatM), is 
1:1aid by the natives to-be the most ancient seaport in 
Siull. Nothing of its former state now remo.ins ; 
nought save the foundations of houses, curtains, 
bnstioils, unll amo1'Phous he~-ps, with the ghostly 
lcgm1cls wl~ich haunt the deserted hill-top. The 
spnlle might do goocl service, but regular excavations, 
like tboise of the Great llnstcr, Schlicmann, not a fAw 
(lays of cfosultory nmntcur-cligging, nre required. 

Tradition, 11ossihly confouncling this Bombrd., or 
ruined settlement, with nnother further north, 
asserts that the city and its citizens were swal-
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lowed up in one night because of the prodigious 
wickedness of its ruler, Dalum.1 This ungodly 
king, who is also called Dilora, Dilu Rd.hi, nml 
Dalu R4hi, claimed-a certain feudal right from t]w 
do.ughter of a Moslem Shaykh, and the prnyl'l'ti 
of the father caused a tempest and an earthc1uakc 
which demolished the city. W ritt.cn histo1·y iu 
Bind mentions no Dalura ; but the same talc iK 
told, with a slight variant, both at Aror, the oltl 
capital of Bind where the same king's "impropcl' '' 
conduct caused Mehrd.n, the Indus, to leave its bed ; 
and at .Brahmand.baid, near Hald. town,2 where, nt 
last, he, his courtiers, and his unbelievink subjects, 
all perished amidst the ruins of that Young
Egyptio.n Canopus. The feudal custom alluded to 
was not unknown to the Hindus, especially to the 
Rajputs; but to the Moslems it would be an 
abomination justifying the immediate action of their 
Providence. Bo.mbm is still a celebmt.ed locality 
in this part of the world, on account of the fol
lowing bit of rude poetry which the bards and 
minstrels have associated with it : 

In the days when El-Islam began to take firm 
root i:ri Bind, and, like the glorio~ TUM a of Paradise, 

1 See Ohapter :u:vm. 
• The ruin1, wbich proved to be purel.J Hindu, 1howing how 

little tbe :Uo.lem. coru1aeat hAd afl'ected the oountry;, were explored 
in 18M by the late Mr. A. J'. Belluia, of the Bombay Civil Serrioe, 
and by Captain (now Major-General Sir F. J.) Goldamid. A aood 
account .of their dilcoveri.11 will be found iQ Jrlunay'• Handbook 
(p. 6'9); a better in the "Sindh Gazetteer," Nb-.. 

• The wonderful tree in Jrlohammed'• heaven, derived &om the 
Jen uul the A.pocrnhal Golpela. 
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to afford sweet perfume and grateful shade and 
goodly fruit to. the erring .souls that wandered 
over the Sahar'8 of transgression, worshipping 
wood, stone, and metals, the· wife of one "Nd.o," a 
Brahman of '11hathd. 01;1. the lndus, bare him a 
claughter. She was a lovely child, but the astrologers, 
having consult.ed their books, declared her fate was 
to become a Moslemah, to marry a foreigner, and to 
disgrace her family. Determined to avert this 
prodigious evil from themselves, the paren121 placed 
the babe in a coffer with a rich bracelet, and 
committed it to the safeguard of the sacred stream. 
" Mother," as the poet sings, "never nursed Saesd.i ; 1 

the wild waves cradled her .on their rough bosom, 
and the wilder windl!I howled her lullaby." 

By the decree of Destiny-and who can escape 
it 1-the ark floated down to Thul Bamb~ in those 
dnys a flourishing idolatrous city, " Maham " or 
" Manso.war," hight, with glittering spires and proud 
palaces, whose walls towered majestic as mon&fC]is 
over the surrounding country, and whose gardens 
bloomed beautiful as the plains which Houris ~. 

A waaherman, who was plying his craft on 
Indus' bank, drew out the coffer, and, astonished at 
its beautiful contents, called to the by-standers, his 
" disciples" or apprentices, " See, 0 men, the tricks 
of the 'Vorld ; to the childleBB, a child is home by 
the River I " 

After the lapse of y~ the fair 8amnU became 
1 The uame ia IUppoHd to be in full " Bunlilr mn BAI," which 

. would mean u the heard of in the world," the famoaL 
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the boast and the ~auty of Bambm. No scimit.ar 
ever dealt more deadly wounds than did the curve 
of her eyebrow ; no shaft pierced deeper intA> man's 
heart than the lashes that guarded her lovely orbs ; 
her brow shone dazzlingly as the light of da1, and 
her hair gloomed deeply as the midnight inurks. 
Speaking in English, she was a very pretty girl, and 
made • considerable sensation in society. 

As the fair one was sitting and spinning with her 
companions at the window of her .A.tan, or "bower," 
a travelling trader happened- to pass by. Tbo 
maidens, admiring his handsome presence, calletl 
him in ; he was a Hindu, so they were• not" undl.'r 
apprehensions of his regards. Presently began a 
conversation consisting of coquetry and curiosity in 
equal part.a. After many questions and answers, they 
found out that he was servant of one .A.ri, a Beloch 
chief, whose city was Kech, in the province of .Mckmn. 
Furthermore, the conscientious &biho, when highly 
complimented upon the subject of hia comeliness, 
declared himself an Ifrit1-a fright, aa we say, 
-in comparison with his young master, Punhu 
Khan. 

Forthwith the fire of .love arose from the fuel of 
SDS8Ui's heart ; for, aa saith the wise man, 

cc Oft..timell the .. io....tb. befon the .,.. ., 

Surrendering herself to the t~t with amiable 

1 The Arabic word ia lfdt, aa iambic, aooording to oar icleu. 
The Kue of Anglo-Jr..tem poetr;y ("where GhoaJa and A&itll 
rave") hu c~ it to lfdt (proD.owaced Are-frit), and made it, 
moreover, • Uoohee. 

VOL. L 9 
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C1bandon, sl1e inllitc<l, or rntl1C'r c:nt:o;Pel to lJl• inclih•cl, 
n. note of in"itatiou to ht'l' 1111~<.'l'll flume~, n111l i:;1•nt 
him a p1'Cse11t of handsome i:n-imcnt-n tldicntc hint, 
[ presume, to come dressed liken. gcmtlcmnn. 

Punh(a, by the subtlety of Thlhiho, the hng1nnnn, 
ohtuine<l fonve of n.b~cnce f1"0m liis f.-ttber's home~, 
,•isitcd the fair Susi:n1i, loved n.nd woo'd her, and 
lived in her adopted parents' house umler the 
humble disguise of o. wn.l;'hcrman till, Yu.'nkt1l1-likc, 
he• won his prize nnd wedded his mistress. A worltl 
of hnppinC's.I\ no\V lay before- the pnir, who-prepnrcd 
for a chnrming cruise, en tUte-ti-tOte, down the 
Ntrt•nm of Time. But upon the Jndus, as elsewhere, 
there iM n snng enllccl Circumstnnec, u110n which the 
f1"i1il hnrqtw of Love is sorely apt to strike. 

Mc.au 1i·l:atc that when Ari, the prontl old Beloch, 
]1f'nrcl of his .Bc.anj1\min's disgraceful concluct, J1e tore 
off bis turlmn, nucl cln.shccl it to the ground; scattc.an.'d 
U!-!ltt~~ upon his \•cRtments, rent his skirts, spoilccl his 
shirt-front, :m.d po.~itively refusccl to "~h. l\lore
OVl'l', he sc.ant at least a dozen of his st.nlwart sons to 
f1•h'h the fugitive home; and (though this is o. mere 
coujr.chll't' on my part) I doubt not that he occllpied 
hhnS<•lf Aeclulously du1-ing their absence in preparing 
n. stout rod for the benefit of the young gentleman's 
feet. The hnrd-hea.rtcd lro.ternity, furious at the 
icfoa of n. Beloch degrading himself by taking in foul 
linen, bnstcned to Bn.mbrd. ; o.nd thence, in no wise 
a1•pens~ll by their sister-in-law's beauty, kindncsa 
a1ll{ skill in cookery, succeeded; partly by force and 

. pmtly by stmtngem, in carrying off Punhli, v_cry 
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much cli~ised in liquor, upon the back of a high
trotting dromedary. 

\Vho ahall describe Sass\ii's grief when, awaking 
at dawn, ahe opens her charming eyes, and lookt4 
lovingly, and finds no husband by her side ! Sh~ 
does not faint-Sindi women still have so much to 
learn I-but she ihrieka "W' way1' I" and wrings 
her hands, and weeps rainy t.ears thick as the drops 
that _pat• upon the hill over which her lover iB 
being bome. The fresh f'ootprinta lJPOn the sancl 
reveal the t.errible truth, and the deserted bride feels 
that for her there is left but one courae-po.reuit. 

Her poor mother reminds her of her home
dutiea : she heeds not the maternal words. Her 
companions thus prognosticate, aa friends are fond 
of doiD.g, all manner of disasters, concluding with 
sudden death: 

"Go not forth, 0 8uadi l to '1le wild, when mabs lmk, 
Where wolvea ad bean ait ia am.bull for tbe 1ra.Jfanr, 
Where larce hometa buu. "--eto..,_ et.o., etc. 

She merely forbids them to accompany her-they 
never oft'ered to de so, be it observed-in thel!e 
moving words: 

,. Follow me not, 0 c1amea uul d&mle18, · 
Leat hapl,., when c1Jin1 of Wnt, JO• cane m7 h111)1Uad ! " 

And she seta out on foot; . alone, without kit or 
provender, for a two-hundred-mile march 8Cro$I a 
dreadful desert and still more dreadful hiUe. What 
a barbarous_ li.nd it must be that can dream of 
producing such a woman ; or rather, what a curious 
state of society it is that can read ao illlpobable 
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·an incident and not reject it and call the autho? 
"loon I" 

Tho road of the J'i'f'e Torrent.a, over which we 
travelled yeataday, air, was in those daya a wut.e 
of waten : the bereaved ~De dried them up by the 
fervency of her prayen and, by aimiJar elic&cioua 
meaoa, caused the drainage of the hills to ftow down 
ready-«OOped-out cbanneJa. I pasa over the wide 
field of delcription : the novelty of the Jady'a feel
ings, the peculiaritiel of her ejaculatiODB,· the variety 
of her· apoetrophea, and the pniaeworthy intAmaity 
of her ~era.nee, in apit.e of mn, Simd.m,. and 
sore feet; and hut.en to be in at the ~t.aatrophe. · 

Saaa4i preeently reaehed the Pabb 11oantains, 
\Vhcre, faint with thint, ahe applied to a goathe!d 
for a draught of milk. Now :Fat,e had ao dispoeecl it 
tha.t thia wret.ch, a perfect Caliba.n in hideouameaa, 
had been told by. old Sycoru, hie mama, that a 
beautiful bride would about that time meet him 
in the wild. Seeing the fair wanderer, he at once 
determined that she waa the proper penon, and 
forthwith began a display of al'ection and gallantry, 
decidedly inconvenient, to say the least of it, under 
the cimamatancea. At. length the unfortunat,e wife, 
driven· to despair, again petitioned to Heaven to 
preaene her honour, which it did by the rough and 
ready apedient, commonly adopted in Bind, or 
causing her • link bodily beneath the yawning 
ground. Whereupon Caliban, convinced that there 
'W88 aome mistake about the matt.er, fell, ~onat.er 
though he waa, t,o howling over his wickedneaa, 
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and to pilliig up a mound of stones, a couthless 
tribut.e to d"pmed purity and loveliness. 

As usually happens, or is made to happen in 
eueh cases, Punhu, who had slipped away from the 
grim frat.ernity, arrived at the identical spot of his 
wife's vivi-sepulture, shortly after the cairn had been 
built. Suddenly he hears a voice from below-he 
st&nds-he listens-

"Bnter bolcllJ', '1117 Panhd. ; think not to finc1 a narrow bed. 
Jlare pidem bloom, and 4owen aJaed IW'88teR M'YOV; 
Bare are fruit.a, and abadell, and cooling atraame, 
And the Apodle'1 light poan through our abode, 
'Be.nj1hing from it.I limit.I death and deaaJ." 1 • 

Can he refuse to comply with the last request! 
Ah not 

"Not l\lCh hil faith, not au.oh hia loTe." 

He prayed, and was swallowed up, and became a 
saint accordingly. 

Look at that unhappy hole: it is Bandar Gh4r4. • 
The dirty heap of mud-and-mat hovels that 

forms the native village is built upon a mound, the 

1 ft .. 1iDem oom.m the popular aupentitioDI upon t'lle 1abjen 
of the l'aithfal that die in the odour of a.ucti~. TJ:ieir paVll are· 
wicle !Ul4 light, :rather pleumt p18089 than otherwile, ancl their 
bocti.el are Mt rea'117 clea4 uul liable to deoa7, Jib Qu,.. of ordimr7 
mortala. No true ~ cloubtl for a moment tbat hil Apodle'1 
oorp19, W8l'8 the tomb opened, would appear euct17 u it did in life. 
The "tale of true loft" ii Mio bued upon the 8118 idea that 
the mentiment -.notiAll the loven, beaa111e it ii • ..W, OGpJ 
of the Soul Je&ming for the Creator. 

• In Sindbi, GhUo; the termma1 o, u in Ou.jdtii ad Bom
man7 (GipaJ), taking the place of the Binclutuli a. It mea111 

a clll8l'tecl branch of the IndUI generioallJ. 
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dlbria of former GMms, close to a salt-water creek, 
hone-dry in March, which mo.y or may not have 
been the cc west,em outlet of the Indus in Alexander's 
time. " 1 All around it lies a 

"W'md7 .. of land : " 

a waste of salt ftat, barren rock, and sandy plain, 
where eternal sea-gales blow up and blow down a 
succcSBion of hillocks, 'vart.s ttpon the foul face of 
the Jandscape, stretching far, far away, in all the 
regular irregularity of desolation. 

Y 011 see the Travellers' Bu8t,aalow standing where 
once was a tall, dense ir1cloeure of bright-green milk
hush ; and ·you may still trace the foundations of 
the Sepoy lines which \Ve of the 18th Bombay N.I. 
huilt in the y('nr 18-i4. Our predecessors had not 
'lreamt of brumcks or bungalows, because they knew 
that their time of field-service in Sind was ended; 
hut we, who had four or five years of it in prospect, 
found ourselves in a different position. 

In this part of the Unhappy Valley, sir, the 
~ummer heat often reaches 117° ; for a tent add 
perhaps 1°. 

Now, 124° or 125° of Fahrenheit, lasting, mind 
you, for months together, is exceedingly" likely to 
hurry and hustle one ho.If-roasted into one's hot 
grave. However strong a man may be, his eyes 
bum, his ears sing, and his bmin tume dizzy under 
the infliction : sleepless, appetiteless, spiritless, and 

1 It ma7 Jaave been a "wlltem outlet of the IDdu," but 
. certainly not .. in Atuaiader'a time... See Chapter UYUL 
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half-speechless, he can hardly be said to live : at 
the end of the season, if he reaches it, looking at his 
face, you would pronounce him to be in a "galloping 
consumption." 

Build or burn, then, was our dilemma. Tl1e 
only chance of saving health-a soldier's all in all
was to house ourselves. But there lay the difficulty. 

It was possible, in those days, to live upon one's 
pay and allowances; so many a papa who \Vas 
liberal to a son in one of the home regiments pooh
pooh' d the idea of sending a pice per annum to 
one in the Company's service. And the Conqueror 
of Bind had been pleased to issue on~ of his violent 
and eeeentric orders against debt. It was offensive, 
withal, pret.ending to teach us that a master who 
robs his men of their wages in order to give 

-champagne " tiffins " to his friends is not acting 
like an officer and a gentleman. We were by 110 

means grateful for such simple commentaries on tho 
Jaws of honour, and we-the impecunious-were put 
upon our mettle ; so I, as well as other subs., spent 
a hot-season-and-a-half under a subalt.ern's tent. 
None. of us died, because we were seasoned vessehi ; 
but imagine, if you can, the salamander-life we 
were compelled to lead. And there, on the borcll·1· 
of the Gh&rd. creek, lies the old village which saw 
so many of our·" little games.,, Still the same heap 
of clay-hove1s, likest an African termit.e-hill, with 
its garnishing of dry .thoms artlessly dispoeed as the 
home of a nest-building ape. How little it haa 
·changed, how much have we I But chut ! The 
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wisdom of youth is to think of, the wisdom of 
mu.ture age is to avoid dwelling upon, Self. 

You had bett.er mount your dromedary, for the 
:&rat time, on this morning's sandy march of six miles. 
You need not be afraid of approaching a quiet 
beaat ; only do not get into the habit of walking 
carelessly within reach of camels' tusks and bind 
legs. The kick is awful, so is the bite : the brutes 
hold like bull-dogs and, with the leverage afforded 
by their long pliable necks they can twist your arm 
off in a minut.e. It is a turkey-cock against a 
chicken.· 

Before throwing your leg over the framework of 
lvood, padded and covered with a thickly quilted, 
gaudy-coloured, silk-cushion acting saddle, shake 
the bells that· garnish your animal's necklace of blue 
heads-a talisman against the maloccAio-and give 
it a bit of biscuit. H you startle it when mount
ing, it is very apt to convert the squatting into a 
standing position with a suddenness by no means 
pleasant. There, you are on now I Hold the noee
string lightly ; give head, and after once putting it 
in the right path, let it do what it pleases. 

My first ride was not such a pleasant one aa 
yours, partly my own fault for mounting a baggage
camel. After considerable difficulty in getting on 
the roaring, yelling beast, I found it neeesaary to 
draw my sword, and prick it.a nose, each time that 
member crept round . disagreeably near my foot. 
Finding all efforts to bite me unauiling, the beait 
changed tactics, and made for every low thorn-~, 
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as cloae to the trunk as possible, in the hope of 
rubbing off the rider. This exercise was.varied by 
occasionally standing still for half an hour, in spite 
of all the persuasive arguments in the shape of heels, 
whip, and point with which I plied the stubborn 
flanks. Theo it would rush forward, as if momeo
t.arily making up its mind to be good. At last my 
" Desert Craft " settled upon the plan of running 
away, arched its long bowsprit till its head was 
al~oat in contact with mine, and in this position 
indulged in a scudding cant.er. The pace fel• 
euetly like that of a hone taking a five-barred 
ptie every second stride. 

Fortunately for me the road was perfeCtly level. 
Pnaeotly snap went the nose-string I :My 

amiable monture shook its head once or twice, 
anort.ed a little blood from ifB nostril, alackeoed 
epeed, execut.ed a demi-t10lta, and turned deliberately 
toward the nearest j~gle. 

Seeing a swamp before us, and knowing that 
a certain "~pill" was in proapect (these beaata 
alwaya tumble down, i.od oft.en split their atoinaeha 
~ ~ppery mud), I deliberat.ecl for." moment whether 
~ aho1lld try to chop my propeiv's head open, or 
jump off ii. ~. risking the consequences, or keep 
my ~t till ~t ~~ 09 lol;lg81" ~ble. ·And my 
mind was ~ in doubt wh8' after sliding two 
or three yaids over ~e mu.iy mire, the brut.e fen 
plump upon ifB. sounding side •. 

Somehow. ~r oth~ ~e Ara.be' superstition about 
~ ao-cal1ed ·~ patient ~el " is not with6ut 
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foundation; they nssu1"C you that no man \Va& ever 
killed by a foll from these tnll lout.s, whcrea8 a little 
nag or donkey has lost many a life. Certainly I 
have. seen some terrible. cc rolls," ancl have myself 
been dismounted about a dozen times, yet not even 
a trifling accident occurred. The cause, of coune, 
is th:lt the beast breaks the fall by slipping down 
on its knees. 

Should, however, your dromedary, when trotting 
high at the rate of ten or eleven miles the hour, 
happen to plant its foot upon the stump of a tree, 
or to catch in a bandicoot!s hole, it might so be 
tlmb, after a flight of a few yards, you would reach 
tel'ru ji'l·ma with an impetus calculated to p11t the 
Arab proverb out of joint. ~ Still, remember, ·there is a 
knack in falling, as Mr. Assheton Smith knew. You 
may let a corpse drop from a height of tw:enty feet 
without breaking the smallest bone, and a drunken 
man, after tumbling frc?m the gallery of a theatre, 
will, perhaps, walk' quietly home. So, also, you 
may roll off your camel with as little injury as a 
aack of wheat would incur, if you only have the 
p~ee of mind not to catalepse your memben. 
Let every U.b be lax and bending : it is by the 
strong muscles being in a state of colivulsive rigidity 
that compound t,&ctures are caused. · 

The i• Ship of the Desert " is the reindeer of the 
Sindis, an animal of many uses. They drink the 
milk: it tasties rather salt and tlain at mat, but 
the palat.e soon becomes acctistomed to it ; they 
make butt,er of it, and they use it for confectionmy. 
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The flesh of the camel-colt is considered a kind 
of religious meat : it is infinitely superior to 
horaeftesb, and reminds one not a little of coane 
veal. 

Thousands of Bindis do nothing but rear camels ; 
in the districts where to.ma.risk and mimosa abound, 
the country is coyered wit~ their straggling herds ; 
and some tribes-the J ata, for instance-live by prac
tising farriery, if I may so call it. There are about 
fifteen breeds peculiar to the province ; the best, 
however, are imported. The small, stout, shaggy 
animals, regular camel-Shetlands, come from Mnsknt 
and Mekmn ; the ~. large, white dromedaries from 
Jaysalm1r; the "Bukhti," a dark, ahort-lcgge<-1, 
shaggy, lion-maned, two-humped beast, the cart
horse of the species, from Persia, Balkh (Bactria), 
and Bokhatm. Under the native princes this branch 
of the import trade was much encouraged, and 50Z. 
was not a.n unusual price for a noted &mdni, or 
riding-camel-in fact, the dromedary, which, as the 
world now know, means & "runner." 1 

These animals are not fi&ught in Bind to pull. 
In the Bengal Presidency they have been trained to 
draw guns, and did excellent service in the north
weatern pa.rta of India, where the deep an~ sandy 
roads punished tHe artillery hones and bullocks 
severely. I have seen them also harnessed to cart.a 
in Egypt-b1 Jrrenchmen, not by :Egyptians. For 
carrying bmdens they are invaluable. They will 

I H a-&ti.~"awlieclmlum~to thecme:-hmDDld 
ftrilV, JaM milled, aad mii1'eacll, 111AD1Wh01ho11lc1Jmow bek. 
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travel for months together when laden lighdy, ~y up 
to two hundred pounds, if allowed snfticient time to 
forage for their scanty food in the wood.-; and~ 
halted, 08 well 08 never hurried, on the line of 
march. Whilst travelling~ ·each baa one pound Of 
barley per diem, reduced t.o flour, kn~ with 
water, and made into lumps, which are thnl8t do~ 
the th!Oat ; the Persians call this rati.Qn "NawQeh.11 

WJien severe work is in prospect, the cunel-JDell 
BOJDetimes add a little intoxicating beaip, miud 
with clarified butter. Our ruinous le&e11 in COJD

mis.i;qiriat camel-flesh have mainly been oceaaio~ 
hy ll•";tlc't·fing these precautions: to 1'hieh qaay be 
addetl om· utter ignorance of the ani~al'1 many and 
various tliseascs. On one occasion I aaw. a f.riend 
administer n bottle of cognaC t.o a fa~ ~Di 
by way of curing a stomach-ache. The dme did ao 
moat ei"ectoally, for the dosed died. drank • draU 
could be. half an hour aftenruda. 

In this province camels are newr taupt to 
cants or gallop, as in Arabia and BelochisWil. 
A well-tnined dromedary's trot is ~no meuw 
ttiaagreeable ; any other pace ieeJs • if ~ ·~ 
riding two animals at once.. "1'~ a pocbt-
compaaa or a autant is the only ~t w .. ich 
a traveller can safely use, the ....,et ~ ~mirably 
ns a perambulator. The ~t ()f •Y .-iy obler
\"&tiODB was that the animal a, ~ 1.fiu. ~ 
on level gromul, not rough or ~y • ...._ per~ 
one st.ep, exactly equ-1 to a yard ; t1iat. to •Y· 8600 
yards, or two •tute miles and eill.$, raJ:da per hoiir. 
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Ky ealeulation agrees precisely with that of Volney. 
Bmnea estimates 3700 yards, when marching over 
soft and sandy soils ; this is probably coneet; but 
I doubt that a string of camels generally moves so 
fast aa 3833 yards per hour, aa in one part of his 
Tm.ve1s he computes them to do. Captain Burnaby 
saya two miles and three quart.era : the general mean 
of tnvellen ranges between two miles and two and 
a half. 

That half-deserted, ruinous-looking village is 
G4j4h or G4jo, some twelve miles from Gh4m. It 
.had an old mud mosque, used like an Iceland 
cc Kirkju n (church} by travellen, but 8' the place 
waa full of natives, and consequently in the last 
st.ate of filth, we usually camped under yon cool
looking &ag.rant mango-tope. 1 It also cont.ained a 
eelebnt.ed Sayyi~ a gentleman of the blood holy, 
very polygamous and very unapproacliable. 

• 2\p la the A.nslo-lndim name for a tuft of tree., partioalarl1 ........ 



CHAPTER VIL 

TBATBA AND ITS HOLY HILL. 

NAGAR, everywhere pronounced cc Nnngar," Thathd., 
the city, par ea:cellence, is o. place of many lions. 
For tl1c convenience of sight-seeing we will deposit 
our Pena.tea near thnt bit of water which skirts the 
foot of tho l\Ickli Hills, about a. mile south-east of 
th~ town. 'Ve no'v s~'Ulcl nenrly sixty miles from 
Kur.icl1i, nnd si.~ a.hove the delta-apex where the 
Sita (Stttd.), or cnstcrn, and the Bhagd.r, or \vest.em, 
branches fork. The situation is evidently im
po1tant, and perhaps the olcl emporium may still 
see good times. Some ho.ve identified it with 
Alexander's Pnttnln, chiefly, it .would appeo.r, from 
a fo.int and fanciful verbo.l likeness ; but it was 
built in A.D. 1522, (Mncmurdo), and it derived it.a 
nnme from the " Tho.th," shore or honk of the 
lndU8, now distant four to five miles. 

The ex-cn.pitru of Ln.r, or Lower Bind, is now, 
indcecl, fallen from it.a high estate. The popt1lation, 
ohce 300,000 (lege"d), baa declined to 5,000 ; the 



1,3 

thirty miles circumference 1 (Burnes) has shrunk to 
ten; and of its 5000 looms, which produced the 
shawls and silken. stuffs, celebrated throughout 
Central Asia, scarcely remain a dozen. These lung, 
scarvPs, or waist.cloths, of mixed silk and cotton, 
or silk and gold, are supposed to be the ZOfKI of 
the Pcriplus. Finally, of its '00 colleges, not 
one is now in existence. The Jam'a Masjid, or 
cathedral-mosque of Aurangzeb, dated A.D. 1661, 
with its towering walls and huge arches, still stands 
to show the ancient munificence of the Mogbal's 
viceroys, but all around it, far and near, is.a squalid 
congeries of ruined or half-ruined hovels. Some of 
the street., are nearly blocked up by the masses of 
adobe (unbaked brick), which are allowed to moulder 
where they tumble ; and in many quarters, natural 
squares have been formed by the simple process 
of a block of houses sinking to the ground. Each 
severer inundation sweeps away part of the suburbs 
exposed to its violence, and the rising places, such 
as ~an.chi and Hoydaraba1d, every year draw off a 
portion of the wretched-looking population. The 
last injury has now been done t,o it by the 
railway, as you will see on your return.. 

We used to dine at the Travellers' Bungalow. 
Not that the old_ Portuguese "messmo.n" was likely 
to rival Veney ; but the building, the Company'a 
old factory, had a history. In .&.D. 1758 Ghufdm 

1 I .. no reaon to reject Lieut. Wood'• aaglltion, that the 
ruina, e:s.tending IOID8 tlUrteen linear mil• from IOUth-eut to 
norib-weat, an nmaina "' the ThatMI, ~TelJ built UMl 
deierW U tibe riff!' abifted ita COUl'M. 



Bind Reviaited. 

Shah, a prince of the Kulh6m dynasty~ then ruling 
the province, gave the Hon. East India. Company 
permisaion to est.o.blish a depclt in his dominions, 
with a view to encoumging tmde between Sind and 
India. This commercial connection wos rudely 
broken off by the miserable Sarfartb Khan Kalh6m, 
in 177 5. The venerable pile, formerly inhabited by 
Mr. Crowe, the first British Resident, has seen many 
a vicissitude. How well I remember a breakfast 
lrith glorious old Sir Robert Sale, whom we sucking 
militaires held the type and exemplar of the British 
euldier. The inner quadrangle, or clear court, was 
surrounded by a \\"ooden gallery which gave the 
camvansera.i no small resemblance to an antiquated 
English inn-my, the Bull in Holbom. This hollow 
square apparently began in .Africa, passed over to 
Arabia, mioamted to Spa.in, and thence reached 
England iid Galway. Intended for defence and 
privi.ty, it is one of the oldest form.a of house
architecture known to the civilized world. The 
chambers that looked out upon the patio were 
large and high ; many of them had been for some 
time in a ruinous condition, with huge holes in the 
threatening :Boon and ceilings. A long ftight of 
at.epa led to a :fta.t roof of cement, whence ·we 
chanced to see some amusing scenes. Sindia, 1Ir. 
Bull, sleep upon the mofs of their houses, and use 
them for a rich variety of domestic purposes. 

Look I there is a party of "young persona " en
joying their favourite gnmo with the Kbcno (ball) ; 
their heads aro bare, aud their muslin chcmiaca ·are 
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not of the moat decorous cnt; they run about, 
shout, and push one another in their excitement, 
euctly like a bevy of English hoydena. 

A little beyond, a busy housewife is spreading 
the night's reating-place: a couch 88 m:iartificial as 
could be desired, being nothing but a four-legged 
framework of wood, like your tat-bedatiead, with 
fine cords iDstAtad of tape, and the whole covered 
with the U811&l quilt. 

There you view a little group, sitting at prayen 
upon a rug : the head of the house, that venerable 
senior with the long whitie beard, is teaching his 
children to chaunt the Kol'&D. It is a highly 
devotional apectacle, and the voices of the juniors 
are soft and pleasing. You need not fear to dis
tract their nttcntion : none of the party understand 
what is being gm,·cly rcpeat,ed any moie than a 
par.rot would ; so they can stare without disturbing 
their minds. 

You look curiously at that whity-brown object 
which catches your eye in the deepening shades of 
eve. That is a Sindi performing his ablutiona in 
puftairnil ncdtwalibua-atill a custom in theae 
regio~ 

A word in your ear, llr. Bull. Should that 
little boy with the long h.tir down his ihoulden 
(you recollect nmarking him when we entaed the 
bungalow !) come. up to you, asking if you want 
anything, give him, or pretend to give him, a touch 
of the honewhip. He is touter-general for the 
Kanyaris, or dancing-girls : 88 you ue a married 
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·man, and a paler-f•miliall, with a character, I 
cumot allow you a cc N4chn (ballet) at a place 80 dis
reputable as ThathL And now there is not even a 
Travellera' Bungalow here. We find. however, the 
inevitable police-station and court, the poat-oflice, 
and the dispensary, presided over by the Eurasian 
apothecary. 

The cool of the moming will be a good time for 
visiting Kalyan Kot, a ruin about a mile and a half 
from ThathL We ride a couple of miles or 80 

along the skirt of the Mekli hills, on the west of 
the city : the ridge, or ground-wave, one mile broad 
by eight long, and barely a hundred feet high, 
trends from north to 80v.th. We pass through st;ub
bles, every atalk of which is 88 thick 88 an elderly 
gentlem•'• walking-cane : here the blithe cc clock
clock " of the black partridge ieaounds from the 
neighbouring brakes ; the hoopoo trot.a before us 
in fun ; the lark hardly rises from the path ; the 
jackdaw-like crow 8C&l18 us curiously, and the 
wild pigeon darts across the line ; the tittara.. 
or gray partridge, rises in coveya from the wayaidt 
every now and then a timid hare, scarcely bigger 
than a small t.om-eat, Jlies from our approach; or a 
fat jackal, retumiDg from 111aking .a night of it, 
atanda t.o look at ua cunningly and ofticioualy, 88 

if he were the paid spy of the animal czeation. 
Kalyd.n Kot, meaning in Sanskrit "Fort Pros

perity," wu whilome a place of fame. Our felldw
couutr;ymeu describe it aa au '' immeme camp, aaid 
tO be the work of Alaander. the Gnat : " the people 
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have a tradition that it is the feat of fairy hands. 
Sir A. Bumea and Lieut. Wood incorrectly write 
and tranelat,e it Kullan Koc, the "Large Fort:" 
the lloaleme call it PogkZa'/r4bd,d,; but none of 
them ever dreamt of connecting it with the :Mace
donian. Its appearance belongs to an age ante
rior to the general use of gunpowder: the round 
towers, of mud, revetted with kiln-burnt brick, 
which break ·the line of the ou1ier curtain, are, 
you see, within euy bow-shot of one another. 
The enceinte contains a vast raised platform, a 
parallelogrammic terre :pleine, for which the large 
ta.Dk below the ruins was probably ucavated. 
Within, where masses of masonry, shaken by 
Time or Pluto, have fallen into fantastic shapes 
resembling at a distance huge red rocks, there 
is Bindian desolation : a hard ,urrace of dry 
" Kahgil," adobe, or unbumed clays, thickly sown 
with bits of vitrified brick and tile, a broken wall 
or two, and a domed tomb convert;ed by the 
pigeons into a dovecot : by these things we know 
that man has been there. 

Riding along the crest of the hill towards our 
tents, we pass over the spot where the unfortunate 
22nd and 26th Regiments, Native Infantry, were 
stationed when Bombay first occupied thO" country. 
After a few months, they were disorganized and 
nearly destroyed by the fatal miasma of the plains. 
One of these corps had 1576 cases treated in hos
piti&l between August and January of the ~e year. 
Every ICl'ap of building has disappeared : in Lower 
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Sind such mat.erials, especially wood, are t.oo 
precious to continue long unappropriated. But 
we can trace the foundations of the lines, and 
the ditches that aunounded · them ; probably they 
will last out the century. There is 80 little rain, 
that it takes many a aeaaon to oblit.erat,e deep 
marks from the hard, gravelly soil. 

And now for the great lion of ThathL 
The "cities of the dead;" I may observe, are 

the only populous places in Young Egypt. Many 
of the principal settlement.a must contain their 
hundreds of thoUBaDds : and these are never re
opened for lodging new arrivals. The reason of 
the crowding is that the peo~e, being divided into 
clans, are fond of burying their relations together : 
thel'eby the deputed souls have the benefit of 
"spiritual confabulation," and the aurrivora have 
no difticulty to find out the grave over which they 
wish to chaunt the Koran or to recit,e supereroga
tory prayen. Ghostly benefit is also to be derived 
by sleeping in the neighbourhood of some holy 
man. The practice has it.a sentimental aide, but 
the demerit.a are great.er than the merit& At this 
moment (.March, 1876) we a.re threatened with an 
attack of real Plague from the Persian Gulf, where 
such interment has made Kerbel4 a focus of infection. 

This spot, as the first coup tC <Al must convince 
you, is one of peculiar sanctity. In A.D. 1500, Jam 
'famd.chi, the Sammah Prince (about whom pre
sently), by order of a distinguished saint, built a 
mosque upon the hills which he called Mekli, or 
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rather MaJ:mli, "Mecca-like," for virtue and 
sanctity ; 1 and directed that thenceforward this 
should be the holy 1.ocale, in supereession of Pir 
Patt.ah 1 on the Bhaglf.r Creek, formerly the pet 
Pm Lachaiae of defunct Bind.is. 

Presently another distinguished saint, Miyd.n 
Moluk, discovered, by the following peculiar teat, 
that the Mekli hills had, in the olden time, been 
honoured by the revered presence of Hasan and 
Hoeayn, the grandsons of Mohammed. An igno
rant goatherd was in the habit of driving his 
flock over the rocks, and every day he observed, 
with inereaaing astonishment, that the • animals 
studiously avoided planting hoof upon a certain 
place. The next thing in due order was a vision, 
which the seer did not q11ite understand, but which. 
when communicated by him ro two learned and 
pious individuals, caused them t,o perform their 
orisons with such fervour, that neither they nor 
others could question the preternatural. nature and 
origin of the " unction." They marked out the spot 
with stones ; a govemor of Thath4 walled it round, 
another built a grand dome over it, and thus it 
gradually rose t,o the dizziest height of sanctity. · 

Men hastened t,o be interred on the Mekli hills ; 
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it is ealculat.ed that the bur:i&l-ground contains, 
within itlJ ah square miles, not leas than a million 
of t.omba. Saint. and santiona to the number of three 
thOllll&lld--seventy-four of them immort.al names in 
Sindi at.ory, but very anint.ereating ones to you, air
there depositing their venerable mould, increased 
ita value as a cemetery tO a prodigious ex1ient. 
Like the st.ony-hearmd Kevin, who obtained from 
Heaven that all buried within the compaaa of the 
Seven Churches shall be saved on the Day of 
Judgment, their :Moslem HolineBBeB obti&ined per
miasion, when they shall rise again, to carry the 
bit of hill bodily, content. and all, int.o the Court. 
of Paradise. No wonder that it was and is con
sidered a luxury t.o be inhumed in such a locality ; 
no wonder that people were and are made to pay 
for itfl 

From a distance the eft'e<.-t of the scene is 
imposing. The summit of 'the rocky ridge that 
looks eastward upon the city of Thath4 is crowned 
by an immense !d-ph, where public prayers are 
recit.ed on the two great festivals of the :Moalem year, 
called the fds. It is the usual long wall; with a low 
ftight of steps leading to the central niche, where the 
preacher stands, and with tall slender .minarets of 
elegant form springing from either extremity. As 
the inscription ehowa, Ydsuf Khan, Governor of 
Bind, built it in A.& 1043-1633. Behind the 
1d-gd.h rises an infinite variety of mausolea and 

I Yel Oaptain Bamilton, ill 1899, fomul cmlJ fonf-t·~ ..... 
Jup tombt, which, from the plain, appeuecl to be a 1111111 tcnra. • 
0. of t.lutm Jaad ...... 0 H JMk of l'Dpe811" tJiea wofth £I0,000. 
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aepulcbres, many mined by the earthquake'• sh.oek, 
more crumbling fio decay beneath the "winnowing 
wings of Time ; " a few, and but very few, pre
aerved by the pious hands of descendants and disci
ples. Vau11ied domes, srchea, and towers ; porticos, 
gateways, and colonnades, rise in long succession 
above shapeless heaps and mounds, whose mmains no 
ivy, loved of Bacchus, 1 invests with its green winding
aheet. The piles of afione are naked, desolate, and 
unaltered, as on the day when they aank to earth ; 
here and there a tuft of parched-up grass and a 
thomy tree bowed by the winds and bare of leaves, 
adding desolation t;o the desolate spectacle. Many 
of the. edifices, the tombs of Amim, Jama, and 
Sayyids, must have been the labour of yeare and 
years. In aome the cupola, surrounded by a ring 
of amaller domes, rests upon a single or a double 
colonnade, enclosing a gallery and platform, broken 
by pointed arches in eacb of the four f.ronts ; others 
are girt by lofty atione walls, forming aquare court
yards, with gates leading tb the dift"erent doorways. 
Some .consist of heavy marble canopies. supported 
by light fantastic columns, and sheltering a parallel 
line of tombsfiones ; and many are built ·or coloured 
and glazed Dut,ch tile and brick, which, by-the-by, 
might rival thOSB of old Bome. No chiselled stione 
could have a sharper edge or a truer form : so 
earefully is the material mixed and burned, that 
it riaga like metal, and breaks almost 88 clean 88 

I fte lliltolilma of A.leDDMr murk the ........ of i~, with 
GM ewptkm, ia-..p... 
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glass. When stained and glued, they look a if 
enamelled; and nothing can be r.icher than the 
appearance of the inscriptions, in large whifie leUen 
upon a dark purple ground. They were prob&bly 
made by Persian bricklayers, who an celebn.t.ed 
throughout the East for their skill in this craft. 
The gaudy "ChiDf Gumbaz," (porcelain domes} 
as they are called at Haydad.hfd, in the Dekhan, 
have more the appearance of pleasure-houses than 
mansions of the dead, 88 they stand out bright and 
singular from the general expression of m.onotonoua 
melancholy; whilst upon all poun down the gay 
radiance of an Eastem sun, an~ the azme :reflection 
of a cloudless sky, its hues of undying brightmm 
contrasting tritely, yet how impieeaively, with the 
tmnsitiory memorials of earthly splendour I 

'Ve pass over the hill. Every now and then 
some strolling Fakir, grim 88 the rains amidst 
which he stalks, frowns at the intrusion of the 
stranger, or a pariah dog barks when we approach, 
und flies frightmied by the echoed sound of ita 
O\\"D voice. H we enter a mausoleum, the noise 
of our footsteps, returned by the hollow ground, 
disturbs the hundred t.enanta of the porticoe, the 
niches, and the projections of the domea. 

A cloeer inspection ia by no meana favoarable to 
the view. There is a satiating minut.enem in the 
details of decoration with which . the tombs ue 
covered ; in the lo.rgest and moat magnificent, every 
atA>ne of the edifice itsel( ita walls and ifB gatal, is 
elnbomtely carved in relief: Your eye rejectB tJae 
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pofueenCBB of aqua.re and circle, spiral and curve, 
diamond and acroll-work, ftowem, borcler-po.ttiem, 
an<l -iuotations from the Koran in characters whose 
chief beauty is illegibility. In vain you look for a 
at.migh.t line ; the archifiect.a were not aufticiently 
artful to succeed in the simplicities of art: they are 
like t.he goldsmiths of India, who can make anything 
but a plain :8at amface. As a tmveller juetly 
obaerns, the eft"ect of the tout ensemble is an 
11 appmance of tinael tawdriness which results from 
injudicious over-ornament." 

la t.beae CODDtriea very little of " the bistorr of 
a people is to be learned from their sepulchres," 
and ihe Koalems want the mania of historical 
epitaph and Jaudatory inscription which 88 often 
render oar Christian monuments the means of mirth 
a of me1ancholy. Here the dat,e of the " debt 
having been duly paid," sometimes a turban or a 
name, and ranly a Penian couplet. or a verse from 
Holy Writ. am the acanty scraps of information 
al'orded to the inquirer con.ceming the venerable 
defandi. That long tombat.one of whit,e alabastier, 
under the bold cupola lined with blue and varnished 
tiles, p.inted with Bowen and arabesques ao 88 to 
naemHe the richeat porcelain, ia an exception to the 
gmeral dulnem. and beam rather a petty idea: 

'Ibis ia the mauaolenm of a Sa.yyid who, wonderfal 
t.o mlat., is aaid to have been a KUi, a judge. aud 



yet an honest man. He died in the odour of 
aanctity, literally 88 well 88 figuratively, amidit an 
overpowering aroma of musk from the apothecae 
of Paradise. If you have any little pain :flying 
about you, Mr. Bull, such as a twinge in the side or 
a slight abrasure of the skin, now is your time.. 
Rub it against the alabaster (with faith, mind~ and 
yo ... will assuredly recover. This is one of the great 
advant.ages of having holy places close at hand ; 
where hospitals, dispensaries, and surgeries do not 
abound they are impayablu. 

You may wish to know what supernatural and 
pretematura.1 powers are attri~uted to .the saints. of 
Sind. I offer you a reauml of the miracles which 
moat commonly edify the mind and confirm the 
belief of the Faithful : 

Causing the birth of children, especially in C88e8 

when the ages of the parents render proli1icity a 
physical impossibility. Also, on occasiona of ingrati
tude being shown by such parents, obtaining from 
Heaven that the bleasing of issue may be 811JDID&l'ily 
withdrawn ftom them. 

Curing all kinds of diseases and eomplain1B, 
structural, organic, and what not. The tn.Odua 
rnedndi is; generally, the administaing of a drop 
of water to the patient-wat.er-cure in embryo, you 
observe-or pusing the hand over the part afeet;ed, 
a rude form of animal magnetism. The mLladieB 
are of the clua upon which the hydropathist and 
the mesmerist love to uercise their natunl magic, 
iuch as deafness, dumbness, blindness, hyste:da, and 
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nervous afFections ; tiut failures arc common, and 
auceellB must, I fear, be pronounced rare and 
Ull8&tisfactory. However, men forget the failures 
and remember the successes. 

Under the third head may be ranked a vast 
variety of extraordinary feata, such as saving, when 
invoked by them, shipwrecked mariners or lost 
travellers ; appearing in perROn at a distance to 
prot.ect a friend against unseen danger ; changing 
female to male (never the reverse), seniors to 
juveniles, eota to scholars. sinners to saints, and 
K'6ra (Infidels) to El-Islam; saving a person's life 
by directing the stroke of death to another· qu&rter ; 
exerciaing dominion over birds, beasts, and fishes ; 
ca118ing youths' beards to grow ; living on nothing, 
like English "fasting-girls," for an unconscionable 
time ; totally abat.a.ining from drink and sleep ; 
watiering a whole caravan with the content.a of a 
single pipkin ; ordering the wild trees of the forest 
to produce honey and clarified butt.er ; rest.oring 
existence to the dead ; pu.tting to flight the Fiend 
and his em.issaties ; intuitively knowing men's minds 
and secret thought.a ; compelling inanimate objects 
to act ·• though they had vitality and voliti.011 ; 
breaking through walls and doors in spite of chains 
and feu.a ; visiting Hell for the purpose of saving 
one of ita victims ; and flying bodily up to Heaven. 

Briefly to trace the career of a single miracle 
which happened under my own· eyes: A. boat aa.ils, , e 
auppoae, from Kanchi to Bombay. .A.bout the Gulf 
of Kachh (you recollect. the Kanthus of Ptolemy9) 
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a hurricane obliges the crew to put back. During 
the violence of the st.orm they were praying ·much 
more lustily than they were ·working, and being 
nn.tivcs of the an.me village, they all implored the 
aicl. of one Pfr, the live patron-saint of the place. 
\V ell, they were saved. In due time, when they 
ret11m to their families, and talk over the aft8.ir with 
their friends, feeling that the adventure in its 
simple shape is ordinary and uninteresting, they will 
begin, consciously or unconsciously, to make it 
more presentable by adding a few ornaments. The 
hcacl lio.r of the party, and there is always at 1caat 
one, Rl\·et\l'tl by Mohammed's bcnrd that aa he 
ejoculatOO. "Save me, Migdn · MitAo ! "-Reverend 
Mr. S\voct, n plobeia.n, but a very celebrated name 
in the Valley of the lndus-the form of the holy 
man rose .before ~is eyes, bidding him be of good 
cheer, for that asauredly no harm should eome to 
him. The rest of the crew either believe the in
vention, or wisely pretend to do so ; or they fooliahly 
lose reputation, and subject themselves to be dubbed 
" Atheists" and " Infidels " by contradicting it. The 
saint, on the o'"..ber ho.nd, when consulted, is sme 
t.o dcclP.re that, hearing a sorrowful voice ca11ing 
from n.fo.r upon his name, he threw his spirit in the 
direction of the sound ; perhaps, also, he will con
descend to accept a little present or two. 

A fair basis for carrying weight is now 1aic1, 
and the superstructure may or may not become 
gigantic. If favomed by circumstance, the yoang 
niimcle grows a.pace in strength and station. After 
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a few yeari careful nurture and couequent develop
ment, it developes into adult form. The ship sank 
t.o the bottom of the sea, whence the Pfr raised 
it with his potent hand. Then it blooms through 
a glorious manhood of celebrity and, in green -old 
age, it looks forward to being embalmed in the 
leaves of some Persian book for the instruction and 
edification of posterity. Hume did not believe in 
(modem !) miracles, because he never saw one : I 
.do not for the convene reason, having seen so many. 
And in the XIXth Century the Protestant half 
of the W estem world utterly rejects an\! ignores 
what the Catholic other half most firmJy holds to ; 
whilst the few ind.ifFerent content themselves with 
proposing a "Scientific Commission." 

By this time you must be deadly tired of saint.a 
and their performances, Mr. J"ohn Bull, especially as 
you are one of those sturdy-minded Northerns 
who do not require ·everything to be 

"-oculil nbjeata idelibua," 

before it can take its seat in the penetralia of your 
le&llOD -and belief. Before we leave these reverends, 
I must, however, with your p!rmiseion, translate 
that short ode which tSOme poetic hand has inscribed 
upon one of the walls in honour of his Munhicl, 
or spiritual fieacher. It is, I should inforDJ. you, 
the prolluction of a Slifi, a tribe of mystic devoliecH 
who hold tent~ta somewhat similar to the PJatonista 
and the Onoetica1 of your faith in early days, and 
it teems with the commonplacea of their poetry: 
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the negative entity of the World of" Matter, the 
positive \!xis~nce of the human'. Soul aa a Particle 
of the Eternal Spirit; enjoyment of what the 
Hindus call Md.yat, or the illusions of mundane 
exis~ce, a.nd devotion 1io earthly, the imperfect 
type of heavenly, Beauty and Love. 

L 

'lb.87' deem the world a lovely dream, 
l'loating before man'• waking eJW

A dream of phantom weal and woe; 
U.Dftllll aailea, illUlive aigh& 

D. 
They queetion not Bia will, nor wh7 

He placed them in thia pauiDg acene, 
That ban them from thoae happy realms, 

Thro' llemorT• miat yet dimly .... 

JIL 

B7 them a thought, a ligh, a tear 
In lonely meditation ahed, 

.Are held far holier act.a of prayer 
Then bended knee or bow6d head. 

rv. 
Their Kasjid'• roof ia Heaven'• high vault, 

Ite walla, the horiaon'1 ample pale, 
It. floor, fair Nature's wide e:s.paru..t 

Of ltream and ua, of hill and dale. 

.... 
On ftow8J'1 meads, in vocal glades, 

Where tuneful choirs 1ing hymm of pn.ile, 
'Neath perfumed alll'Ubs, near l1ubbling rilll, 

They love to pau their liniilar da;p. 

l The third penoD plural in PeniaD i1 politely Ul8d fOl' the 
lingu1ar : "tl1@y" for "be." I have retained the Oriental idiom, 
the present for tbe ).lnlt, " they deem" for " he deemed : " and the 
n:ader mny ron1ider tbe lines an expollition of the tenet. of the 
118Ct, a1 "·~11 n1 the eulugy of a lluter. 
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YI. 

TheiJ.' lipl lhrink - with Zl.Jaid I fear, 
To tute the wine-cup'• bubbling kill, 

1'or lhun their ean the oithem'• IODI 
That brima their I01lll with eartblJ bliu. 

1YIL 

Their eye. ID&J' rmt on woman'• face, 
OD JOUth aucl beautJ'1 form cliTine, 

Where parted lp&l'b of h•'9'8D.lf light, 
la .. reflection purely abine. 

Tiii. 

Loft Jmon with them DO oarna1 j019, 
No l8DllUAl sweets, no low duire ; 

Thq nane it.a bright ad holy 8ame 
Al Guebrea feed their perfumed fire. 

a. 
Their only good, good done to man 

To harm mankind, their only ill : 
All other good ad ill they hold 

The wild caprice of mortal will 

:L 

Life ii to them the arch that •pau 
That dark abyam-Eternity ; 

They build not on ita narrow way, 
But a.cl it, Allah I aeMina Thee. 

159 

Turning tent-wards, we come upon anothe1· 
venerated locality, a walled inclosure, surrounded 
by lofty Pfpals-the Ficus religiosa, a sacred 
tree amongst Hindus, and probably the origin 
of our debated "poplar." During this morning's 
ride I remarked to you some places of Hindu 
pilgrimage ; certain upright stones stained with 
vermilion, and decked l\ith huge garlands of 

1 Tbe micl ii a ascetic, or rather a Philiatine, to whom 
wine and muaio ad the S4tl are abominatium. 
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withered flowers, upon the margin of a ama1l deep 
tank, girt round by grott.oes and caverns, Natme
•·ut in the maaa of honeycombed. limestiOJte, near 
Kalyd.n Kot. Here, again, We have traces of the 
smne "Gentoo "1-worship, as we see by that recent 
attempt at delineating a lady of masculine habit.a 
mount.ed upon a peculiar breed between the tiger 
mul the king of beosts. The personage depicted is 
Singhuv4ni, the Lion Rider,• a local incarnation 
of that multinomial goddess, Deri, Durg11, Po.nvati, 
01·, as we allegorize her, Active Virtue. H you take 
the trouble to look into Ward's Hindoos, into Moor's 
J>antboon, -or any other popular work upon the 
subject of Hinduism, you will marvel how she 
cnmed ao respectable a title, Active Viciousness 
appearing to be tlae general charact.er which Myth
ology nsaigna to her. 3 

1 Mm the Portugneee "0.Uo,,; a Gentile, a 'heathen, moetl7 
limited tu idol-wonhi111lel'll, but aometime. applied to lloUema. 

• The ancient Bin1lua 1rell knew the habm aud peoaliaritim of 
the lion ; tbeir modern ,?.:endanta eonfoaucl m mme and natue 
with the tipr. 

1 ::Nuthing can be more ahe\ud than the e8'ect prodnced bJ 
Bintb1im1, .u1artl1 drel8et1 n11, u it hu been in Eurn1>eaD clothU., : 
a l) .. tem uf wild m1"1Cr..titiun explained, emblembed, ad t1J>iflecl 
bf \\" a.h.'l'D •J"-'Clllaton till its , . ._'17 funn ceuea to be ncopisable. 

The nsalc Tria«l of tl.n Hhltlua, Brabml., Viahnu, aud Shift, 
... 11181'91f penunilic:atic.tue ,,f the .UmightJ power, the Brahm, CJI' 

Demiomyue, in tbu tbrvu .,, •• being-Diode. of Clm.tiuia, Pze. 
aen-ation, and. ~'lltm...tion : the funmle Triad ia that -.me I>OW9I' 
in esertion ; their '"el7 name, "SakU," tella ua IO, clearl1 • 
laapage ClAIL. l>mp ia the actiTe "-tro)ing ltltale of the deatroJ'
ing clttitr ShiTa who, in Hindu thought, loiula clinctl7 tu npn
duetion, &Dll lhe ia elabontel1 anthropomO'rl'hize<l, or, let m •1, 
made a penuna1 guchln1-now an angel, then a tUtnd·· · ,_ r4.W.... 
•·fvlld.c:11t. Tu t.vllltidd her the "i.W pG14midcatioa uf utift 
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You look towards me for some expl&'llation of 
those atones, dAubed with red. Mr. Bull, 88 you 
may chance to repeat my conveno.tion at home, 
I must place the seal of silence upon my lips, 
much 88 I regret so to do. But if you are not 
thoroughly tired of the article Faith, I can read you 
a lemon upon certain peculiarities observable in this 
corner of the world, which may set you thinking 
awhile. 

El-Islam, the religion promulgated by :Moham
med, was, in his day, sufficiently pure Deism ; the 
Eternal Being is as impenonal os could be expected, 
taking into consideration the difticulty of making 
the idea intelligible to the Perceptives and Reflee
tives of a barbarous race. The Faith conceived, 
bom, and bred amongst the rugged hilla trodden by 
the Wild Man, formed a point de nunion, round 
which cc>llected all the scattered and hostile tribes. 
For awhile the human stream stood gathering bulk ; 
presently, chafed to fury by in1iestine commotions, 
and driven headlong by the winds of passion, it over
flowed it.a margin, and poured down like a desolating 
torrent upon the civilized world about it. 

But when the excitement of invasion and battle, 
of plunder and massacre, had passed away, the 
·heterogeneous mn.ss of converts, forcibly incorporated 
with the original stook of the Faithful,· found time 

'rirtae iDcarnate cm euth," emplo,U. all her aeledial weapona 
re ,..mat Ka!llUIOOI', the buft'nlo-headed demon of vice," et.c.1 etc., 
ia to graft a W eatern upon IA Eutttm idua, tu the utter confuaiuD of 
all ideu "1"'11 the 1ubject. 

\"OL. L 11 
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and opportunity to shuftle not a few of their old 
t.encta and predilections· into the system of mono
theism thus forcibly thrust upon them. 

The banks of the Indue. were, in remote ages, 
the cradle and hot-bed of Hinduism; Mulut&n was 
its stronghold, and Sind was as abundant in 
Budhieni, as it was in the Brahmanism that 
destroyed it. The Delta had Holy Places in 
numben, and marks of the old religion still extend 
far westward of the mount.a.ins that separate us from 
the deserts of Mekmn. How, or at what time, the 
descendants of the conquering Arabs made these 
venerated spots their own, history, being written by 
themselves, of course says not. Probably they took 
the first opportunity to bury some distinguished 
corpse in the place which they determined to 
appropriat,e ; and then, in spite of the pagans, 
conneet.ed the Bite in question with their own faith. 
One thing you may observe: almost every celebrated 
locale in Bind still displays distinct signs of original 
Hinduism; moreover, the ·worshippers of Brahma 
have Sanskrit names for the sainted i~ of the 
principal maueolea ; and the Polytheist, as well as 
the disciple of Mohammed, continues to attend the 
fain and pilgrimages which periodically recur at 
the tombs and other Holy Places. 

And most amusing to an indift'erent observer are 
the zeal and violence with which the "professors " of 
the two rival creeds advance and refute their claims 
and right of property to the disputed person of sonas 

· noted devotee. 
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Before leaving the ex-capit.al of L4r, we will, 
please, lay- in a store of what is usually known 
as "ThatM-work," probably because made at H4b1, 
north of Haydambf.d. The material is a. cylinder 
of Bhan, or willow-poplar (P. Euphratica),1 soft and 
easily yielding to the turner. The lacquering is 
done by applyll;lg suc~ve layers of eealing-wu
yellow, red, green, and so forth-to the article, whilst 
made to revolve by the lathe, and lastly, the patt.erns 
are ponched and cut out at different depths by 
hand. This rude decoration is a favourite in Sind ; 
you will see it on the constable's sta.fF, the bed
posts, and the ox's yoke, as well as on work-cues, 
6tuia, and cigar-boxes. 

1 This ill nppol8Ci to be the "willow" upon which Hebrews 
Jwaged their harpl. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE CAPTURE OP TBATHA IN THE OLDEN Tlll& 

IT ia related by the chronicles of antiquity that in 
do.ya gone by, o.nd in a.geB that ho.vo long :fled, 
Sind wna a lovely land, situated in a delightful 
climate ; a fertile plain, travemed by the beneficent 
llc)µd.n, 1 with large, flourishing, and populous 
cities ; orchards producing every kind of tree and 
fruit, and gardens that were the reflection of lrem,1 

and the envy of the Seven Heavens. It wna 
governed . by a powerful monarch, who had mighty 
hoat.s o.nd impregnable forts ; whose counsellon were 
renowned for cmft, and whose commanders· were 
celebrated for conduct. And the boundaries of his 
dominions. and provinces utended as far aa Kanoj 
o.nd Kaahmf;r, upon whose south-west.em frontier 
two towering cypreasea were planted by one of the 
Rahia-the Hindu Rajahs of Sind. 

1 The c1._;ca1 ancl poetical name for l'atJt.er Iadaa, ""WI little 
known beyond itll ba.nb. 8o 11 Ha.pi., n the l!f'Jle, WM JmoWB to 

. ancieat JVpt u Te9h-Te9h, and by a nriet7 of other Dalll& ~ 
1 A celebrated ParadiM, or prdea, made 'ill Arabia b7 Oll8 

Shecla.d-"'7 uaeful in Oriental oompr.riaon.. 
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During the Kbalffat of the Chief of True 
Believers, Umar the son of Xhatt&b (whom may 
Allah bless 1), it was resolved, with the permission 
of Allah, to subject the sinnen of Bind to the 
scbnitar of the saints-militant. But it so happened 
that the captain of the Moalem. armament, being 
opposed by a Brahman general, was killed and, 
after much slaughter, hls troops· were discomfit& ; 
many were slain, and the rest were made prison811f:. 

Again, at the time when great Uem4n (upon 
whom be Allah's approval I} occupied the aeat 
of power, it was ordered that one Hakim, a 
confidential agent, should be sent to Bind ~ ~PI out 
and discover the state of afFairs ; but the rc1•01"ter 
caused the expedition to be abandoned by sasying 
that the wat.er was black, the fruit sour iwd 
poisonous, the ground stony, and the earth snliue. 
When the Caliph asked him what he thought of 
the inhabitants, he replied, " They are faithless." 1 

Then, during the rule of Ali (may his name be 
eult.ed I), a force passed over from ilelmf.n, and 
was opposed by a large army of the hill-men; but 
the Moalems, calling on the MQSt High, began an 
impetlioua attack, and the noise of the shouts 
terrified the foes, who cried for quart.er whilst they 

1 That BAim mmt haft been a mod dUoanUug trueDer; laiil 
brief 1C0011Dt of 8ind aud the Sinclia ia a perfed ..=i•~ of :im.
mnt firutb. It. beata nm the midahipman'a proferlUI NplJ' to 
eome qlleltioa ooncerning the munen and outoma of tile Mtllm 
people : "Kan.nen th87 ba'fe llOD.91 and their c:utoma an beutlJ." 
8iadi hiltor7 repeat. the dictum of 8'ldm in moc1em daJll, 
appueaU, DOt mulentaucting ita profound at.in. 
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:&ed. From that time, on occasions of conflict, the 
"Allahu I " was· ever ·heard amongst those moun
tains. But when the tidings of the Khalifah'a death 
arrived, . mrther advance was 81iopped. 

Now the land of Berand1p (Ceylon) is of the 
Ruby Islands ; from· this had been sent some 
Abyesinio.n s1ave-girla, with many valuable jewels 
and presents for the high and mighty Lord of 
the Faithful, Abdel-Malik bin MarwUi, the Ommiad, 
and for his deputy, Hajjd.j bin Y11suf, Lieutenant of 
Mesopotamia, whose capital was Basrah. (BuBSOrah). 
By chance the eight boats that conveyed them were 
driven by a storm into one of the ports of Sind 
on the Sea of Omd.n, ·and the robbers of the place 
seized them as plunder. When the Mosl4 m agents 
rep.reBP.nted to the King . of Serand.fp that the 
property belonged to the Kbalffah, he said, " If 
this your ~e be · true, pay a ransom and buy 
release I " · 

In that assemblage were certain women in the 
purity of El-Islam, who had intended performing the 
Pilgrimage to Meccah, and visiting the capital of 
the Khalifah. One of these, seeing herself a captive 
in the hands of the uncircumcized, raised her hands 
to heaven and cried out thrice, with a loud voice, 
"Hear us,- 0 Hajjaf.j I" 

This intelligence being conveyed to Hajjd.j, when 
he heard that the woman had complained thrice, 
using his name, he arose from his seat, unsheathed 
his sword, and replied, three times, "Labbayk, I 

.. attend thee I " 
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Umar bin Abdullah sa.icl to Hajj4j, "Commit 
this momentous business to me ; I will proceed to 
El-Bind and El-Bind." But the Lieut.enant replied, 
" I have consulted the astrologers, and they report 
that the period has arrived for the setting of the 
star of Unbelief, and for the bright dawning of true 
Religion in those benighted lands ; in short, that 
El-Bind and El-Hind will fall to the hand of my 
son-in-law and nephew, Mohammed bin Kd.sim El
Sd.kifi." 

In the course of days, Abdel-Malik, the pot.ent 
monarch, deparied to his- home in Paradise, and his 
son El-W a.lid became in hie stead Allah's ShMlow 
upon Earth When his power was settled on a 
fil"IJl basis, Hajjatj urged him to renew the war with 
the Infidels, for the purpose of releasing the .Moslem 
oaptives and of punishing the Hindu transgressors. 
So the new Khalffah issued all necessary orders to 
the public treasury, for the preparation and the 
equipment of a force. . 

In one month was collected an army of 15,000 
men, 6000 of whom were horse, 6000 riden on 
tall" Bukhti (Bactrian) camels, with 3000 foot, and 
five catapult.- for levelling forts, together with 
rocketa, fire-arms, and other instruments of war, as 
used by the unbelieven of Rd:m (Constantinople). 

The host of the Moslem marched from Mesopo
tamia through the province of. Fm (Bouth Persia), 
and paased along the · deserts of Mekd.ii ·; then, 
taking boat, they arrived at the niauth of the 
mighty Mehrd.n, and ascended the eaatem bank of 
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the stream, t,o avoid the host of K&fira which had 
collect.eel t,o oppose them on the weafiem I08d. 
They advanced without opposition, till at length 
they eaw before them, on the other aide of the 
Indus, the tall walls and huge dome of Dewal, 1 

the principal port in Sind. 
Mohammed bin Kuim then directed the chief 

of his engineers t,o make vessels for the passage of 
the river, and t,o build a bridge : this was done 
by filling large canoes with stones, and by laying 
planks crosswise from aide t,o side, after fast.ening 
them firmly with wedges. Then, by the help of 
Allah, the army of El-Islam began to pass over, and 
with showers of arrows coiifused the InfideJs that 
pressed forward t,o oppose them on the oppoai.t.e 
shore. A considerable body succeeded in crosaing 
the stream ; cleared the plain of enemies ; and tiook 
up a position, at the head of the bridge, until the 
rest of the army could join them. 

When the General had collect.eel his host he 
performed the duty of lmW:n 1 at their head ; and 
then, causing the camel-saddles to be heaped up in 
the form of a pulpit, he addressed the soldierf • 
follows: 

"The river is in your rear, the foeman is in yoar 
front ; whoever is ready to yield his life, which act 

l Suppoeecl to be the modern ThatM. It ... callecl "Dnal,. 
or "Debal.'' from it.a cewbrated Dewat,.a, or pagoda; literaDJ', .. 
••home of the I>Pa, or god; n and. the A.nm and Peniua llill 
know it b7 DO other DAJDe.. 

• The "IJU.m,• in lloelem deYotional e:uraiam, ia the ,..._.. 
· who Pft1S ill front of a famil7 or a ocmgreption. · 
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will be rewarded with the eternal happiness of the 
martyr warring in the cause of Allah, let him 
remain and enjoy the honour of conflict.. And if 
there be any one among you who, on further 
thought, bath not spirit to oppose. the enemy, let 
him remember that the road of flight will be no 
longer open : he will assuredly be drowned in 
the River, or else fall into the hands of the K4fir. 
So let these now take leave of ue, for brave men 
detamine either to do or die." 

Of the whole force, only three, one under tho 
pret.ence of an unprotected parent, another of a 
motherless daughter, and a third of want of means, 
left the army. The reet declared that tHey were 
only anxious for battle . 

.For some days the Infidele, in fear and dismay, 
made no atfiempt to fight. Presently, reproached 
and taunted with cowardice by Jaypal, thAir 
Captain of War, they issued swarming from the 
gates, with horses sheathed in armour, and 
war-elephants with steel Haudahs ; · and their 
leader, as was the cusfiom of the Hindus in 
that day, canied during the :fight an iron mace, 
pointed and spiked ; and with it he clove the head 
of every warrior whom he smote. After a bloody 
battle, which last,ed until the setting of tlie sun, the 
Koslems retired with saddened hearts ; the world 
was yellow before their eyes ; they saw nothing 
befme them but defeat and disgrace, nought behind 
them but deapair and destruction. 

On the nm morning Jaypil again came forth 
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with his host of armed warrion and beasts, and 
again he forced his way through the soldiery despite 
all their opposition. At fint the army of El-Islam 
became confused ; but Mohammed bin Kd.sim, in 
alarm, offered up the incense of his prayel'B and 
groans at the shrine of the Most High, who favoured 
him, and at length vouchsafed to him the victory. 
Jayp41's war-elephants, plied with rockets and 
missile fire, took Bight, and in their confUsion fell 
back upon their own people, many of whom were 
thus destroyed ; and crowds perished at the gates of 
the city, vainly attempting to flee from the dagger 
of Destiny. 

Now, in the centre of the Fort of Dewal was a 
place of idols, forty rods high, and on it a dome 1 

also rising forty rods ; the summit bore a silken 
flag with four tongues, the work of a potent 
neeromantist. None of the Islamites knew this, 
till, on the evening of the day of victory, a.ii old 
Brahman, issuing privily from the fortress, came 
and stood at the gate of the pavilion in the 
presence of Mohammed bin Kd.sim. 

"I learn from my books," quoth the idolator, 
"that this country will be conquered by the scimitar 
of the strange religionist ; that the appointed time 
is at length· come, and that thou art the instrument 
in the hand of Fate. I am here to show thee the 

1 Proba'blJ the PJ!Uliclal '' Gumat," aplre •tower, w~ rilM 
flom the panlle1ognm aa oonn the hol.Jof ho1i& '1'lt.e DwMIW 
P..,U. ia doul>tlell 'built muoh iD the w feeNon u the 
"De'rilJa .. of ancient That1il. 
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way.1 Those before our times constructed this 
temple as a talisman. Until the spell is broken thy 
difficulty and danger endure. Order some stratagem, 
so that the banner on yonder dome, together with 
that part of the edifice, be thrown down." 

:Mohammed bin K'8im took thought that night. 
In the morning he consulted the engineer of the 
catapultas, who said, " H thou givcst me ten 
thousand pieces of silver as a reward, I will under
take, by some means or other, to bring down the 
:flag and cupola in three shot.a ; if I fail, let my 
hand be cut oft:" 

A.t the blast of the trumpet the host ·assembled 
in battle-array, each cohort taking its place round 
the green banner which belonged to it. Every 
man stood silent as the dead, whilst the machine, 
laden with a pondemus stone, was brought to bear 
upon its distant mark ; and a univenal about of 
" Din I Din I" 1 broke from their breathless lips as 
the shivered. ftag-staff' :flew far away, hMring with it 
the talismanic banner. 

Again the :inatrliment was charged ; this time 
it.a heavy load dashed against the dome, which 
rocked and swayed as from the effect of an earth
quake. The bearded warriors then drew their 
scimi1an, and, led by the chieftains, lb.oved on
wards in order and rank, silent w~~ expectation. 

1 Tlaia ~ to min.cl the CJhliatiaa pried who, ha't'ing dia
eovand, or pre.tmu1ecl to dilcoYar, or mppodng that he hacl 
dilcoYaed, ~ the Book of Dauiel the futme sreatm- of the 
Sanoma Bmpire, lldmittecl a JIUV of Araba into Damuou. 

I cc l'aitla 1 faith I " the old Arab ltV-GrT• 
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A cry arose within the fort. The besiegers 
turned their eyes · in the direction of the sound. 
When the veil of dust which concealed the t.cmplc 
floated away upon the pinions of the breeze, not 
a stone remained visible to mark the place where 
the lofty pyramid-spire once stood. 

Again rose the loud cry, " Din I Din I " and the 
turbo.n'd ranks, bearing the battering-rams, dashed 
furiously at the fortified entrance. The warders 
and defenders of the walls, struck with preter
natural terror, fled their poets. In a few minutes 
the split planks and gates tom from their hinges 
afforded an easy passage to the ~ts. Thus 
was Dewal lost and won. 

For three days there was a general massacre of 
the inhabitants. The victors then brought out the 
Moslem prisoners, and captured immense property 
and treasure. 

Before throwing down the pagoda and substi
tuting the mosque and the minaret in its stead, 
Mohammed bin Kasim, ordering the attendance of 
the Brahmans, entered the temple, and bade them 
show him the god they adored. A well-formed 
figure of a man on horseback being pointed out to 
him, he drew his sabre to strike it, when one of the 
priests cried~ " It is an idol and not a living being I" 
Then, advancing towards the statue, the Moslem 
removed his Dlailed gauntlet, and placing it upon 
the hand of the image, &&id to the by-standers; 
" See, this idol bath but one glove ; ask him what 
b.e bath done with the other." 
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They replied, "What should a stone know of 
these things t " 

Whereupon Mohammed bin Kd.sim, rebuking 
them, rejoined, "Verily, yours is a curious object of 
worship, who knows nothing, even about himsel£" 1 

He then directed that the Brahm.ans, to distinguish 
them from other Hindus, should carry in their hands 
a small vessel of grain, as mendicants, and should 
beg from door to door every morning ; after which 
he established a governor at Dewal, and having 
satisfactorily arranged affairs in that quarter, em
barked his machines of war in boats, sent them up 
the river to Nerunkot (Haydarabd.d), and advanced 
with his army by land in the same direction. 

• • • • • 
To-morrow morning we start early, along the 

beaten track, to Shaykh Rd.dhan, the next halting 
ground. 

. 
1 A IOIB8What limilar atory ia told of Hahmtd of Ghum, the 

&rat Moalem Prince that took the title of " Sulta," now all'ected 
by a hoet of pett7 Arab chiefa. Entering u a conqueror the great 
papda of DR.riW, he had the uaual nligioua wrangle with the 
Brabmam, who beaought him to •pare their idol-god. He amote it 
with hia miaJit1 ~ (mace), when the hollow figure wu foUDd to 
contain immenae tnuure in diamonda and precioua atoneL 

After all, th.eae ?tfollema limply m.iaundentood the Hindu. 
The latter would ban told them that the idol ii only the manifeata
tion of the aod ; the Kiblah, the point of pra;yer ; the. hol7-&re of 
the Guebn, the J'eraaalem of Ohridianit7, the ~ of Bl-lalam. 
A. 1-med 'Roma.n Oatholio will 1111111'8 JOU that he loob upon a 
atUae or a J>ic'are 11 the photograph of a parent or a friead. But 
d. queaticm ii; ·WhU do the ipon.nt think of it I WhJ do thq 
pnfer, for iDdlmoe, one Madonna to UlOtherl And, 6na1J.y, ii the 
... of the bmp equal to the uteat of ita abuae I 



CHAPTER IX. 

SHA.YKH RADIL\N FEYERS-TBE HOWLING WAS'.11 

\V 11&.~ we reach J arak, 1 then, Mr. Bull, you have 
my full permission t.o perform a pilgrimage t.o the 
banks of the Indus, and t.o becqme as classical and 
intensely rapturous as you please, or as discont.ented 
and grumblingly matt.er-of-fact-with yo~ I know, 

· it is a t.oas-up which. We cannot conveniently 
visit it this dark morning, though it is only t1u:ee 
or four miles off; moreover, in the appeamnce of 
the stream about Thathd. there is little t.o interest 
the most excita.ble mind. 

The shades of night seemed t.o be c1isperaed by a 
silvery flood which, pouring down upon us from the 
easteril sky, scatte?ed it.self abroad in jet;a and 
streaks ; then, suddenly as it appeand, the light 
faded before your eyes and ~per da-r1meaa than 
before, investing the forms of earth. hmig from the 
gigantic ceiling above our heads. This is the "false 
da\vn," as Orientals call it. They ·suppose that 
"10 ,. Shams" (sun), rising from her nightly couch . 

· 1 Tho word is writ.ten in a Yaftei7 of,...,. : .Jenuck (oLI atJ'le),· 
.Juak, Jirkh, Jhimk, -. JJahbh. 1 =--• ap.t. 



Pke T1DO Dt1/UJ'NI. 175 

amidst the glooms of the nether world, casts her first 
look upon us through a hole in the mountain of 
K&f, 1 and then, still mounting upwards, she is for a 
while concealed from view by the dark flank and 
misty peaks of the fabled range. 

And· now appears the "true dawn," pale at first, 
braesy-yellow, and cold, but gradually reddening 
and warming as the orb of day approaches the 
horizon. It is accompanied by a damp and chilly 
wind, the J)am-i-Subh, or breath of the morning, 
which Moslem.a consider the sign that Nature is 
offering up her first tributes of praise and worship 
to the Etemal Author of her being. • · 

You will soon be a proficieJit in the study of 
" mornings and evenings." Own that when you 
left England your mind was misty in the extreme 
upon the subject. You had a dim idea that day 
begins a'l?out 5 a. m. in summer, 8 a. m. in winter
your day at 9 a. m. all the year round, not with 
a view of dawn, but an inspection of ·the breakfast
table. So I doubt not that all I have been showing 
to you is a novel 88 well 88 a curious sight. 

~ beautiful sunrise t It is, generally speak
ing, a tame aff'air hereabout.a compared with the 
sUDBet. A bank of cloud fa.ntasticiilly shaped, 
brighter than burnished gold below where illumi
nated by the unrisen luminary, and darkly purpling 
above, lies upon a ground of glowing crimson sky, 

• A. fabuloU d'air, made, b7 An.biau posft.phen, t.o enaim1e 
the earth, and tnnalated, iD Jhaliab. dictionariea (whJ, -Beavea 
lmowa I), ''Caucuu." 
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which softens off towards the 'Upper part of heaven's 
dome into the sweetest imaginable rose colour. 
The BUD 

slowly topping the blurred and dot1ied line of the 
horizon that seems loth to part with the lower 
limb; its aspect is red and raw, as if exposed to 
the atmosphere of a polar latitude, and for a while 
it retains the egg-like form in which it fimt 
appeared tA> view. We can now look Sol in the 
face without a wink. 

This is the hour when the mighty Enchantress, 
Befraction hight, loves to display her choicest feats. 
See that noble fortress, with towering keep and lofty 
ilagatafF, rising above yon long range of buildings, 
avenues of spreading trees radiating from it in all 
directions, and a broad expanse of water sleeping in 
its cradle of cape, and promontory, and shelving 
shore under beetling bank and darkling hill-of 
what does it remind you 1 Windsor Castle 1 

And now what do you see ¥ Three broken
down hovels of wattle-work, a withered tree and 
half a dozen stunted bushes on a barren plain of 
black mould, crusted over with the glittering 
efBorescence of sa]t. No wonder that Poesy, the 
amiable purloiner of all Nature's choicest charms, 
has long since made the theme her own. And no 
wonder that her bantlings still continue to work the 
subject in every possible form of commonplace. 
· Turning lrom the poetical to the practical, l~t 
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me clirect your vision to that plo.ce full of low 
bnsto.l'tl-cypress. 1 Do you see a pearly white drop 
hanging here and there from the top of a. feathery 
bmnch ! It is not dew, but tamarisk-honey, tu-
1"<m}ebin, ns the Persians call it; mu.nna, as we have 
mis-no.mcd it. Here the people use the "Ugom" 
or " llo.ki " for medical confectionery ; a hiblicQ.]. 
acquaintance of mine dis~,overed that this stuff' was 
the identical article with which the fugitives from 
Egypt were fed in the wilderness. I ventured some 
objections, especially a compassion for the internals 
of the House of I "lr&el ; for I assure you, Mr. 
Bull, the effect of this "turanjebin " is the reverse 
of astringent. But my jibe served no purpose. 
He had discovered " manna in the wilderness," 
and he preferred throwing out the trifling dis
tinction between meat and medicament, to part
ing with his trouoo.ille. And he was treading the 
path which greate- "rationalists" had marked out. 
Burckhardt, following Seetzen, was also of opinion 
that the manna of Scripture distils from the tarfd, 
or ta.marisk. cc Hatji Ibralllm " is right when he 
state& that the gum is called cc mann" (manna) 
by the Bedawin; but he notably deceives himself, 
and the truth lit not in him, when, to make out 
a stronger case, he- believes that the . ta.mu.risk 
nowhere now yields it, except about Mount Sinai. 

1 .dliu ~k. Oariou1 that tbil lhrab hu b.n oonfoanW 
with the tamarind-tree b7 10 profound ua Orientalid u the late 
Bua de s.o,: "0.,,, .. , ""',..,,.,,.. tamarim," •• ia -
miHramlatioD of LI.)- (tarM). 

VOL. L 19 
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These people make one lose patience altogether. 
The idea of feeding for forty years on a mild 
cathartic I Either ncccpt your miracle or reject it, 
but do not play· fast and ioose with it, nor oft"er 
rational explanations more incredible than the 
~e it.aelf. 

Mr. Bull, once for all, you must not attempt to 
ride over bridges in the valley of the lndus. Never 
mind the risk of a roll down a slippery bank, nor 
the chance of finding a quagmire in the centre of a 
canal, cov:ered over with a deceitful crust of whitish, 
hard-looking mud, nor the poaaibility of being swept 
oft" your clambering steed ~y a thorny branch on the 
far aid~ These an problematical ; the bridge is a 
poaitive penonal danger. 

You are looking at that tiny raft, garnished 
with extinguished lamps, and self-moored apinat 
the Bide of the broad canal which we are skirting. 
Yeaterday waa the sixth of November, on which 
fell this years Diwdli, a great Sindi-Hind'4 festival 
and merry-making. It is here the fashion to dive 
into futurity by means of one of the rude barques 
which you have just seen. The wo~ipper of the 
river, after offering up his prayers to Father Indus 
and to .Mother l•kahmi, 1 the Indian goddeaa of 
j,rood fortmie ; repairs in the evening to the bank 
of some Sowing stream; launches his craft, and 
llita gazing at it with amious eye. If, dancing 
gaily over the inky IUl'f&ce, it preaervee it.a· onward 

1 TM ~ -11 olAw to "Lunn•" (l....i), wllWa 
. ii ... Jib "lrimp" ,_ .. Urimp. tt 
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career till aome bend conceala it from view, be 
decides that the lamp of his days will bum brightly 
and at.eadily through the dark comae of the coming 
year. But, on the contrary, should aome angry 
ripple engulf the oft"ering, be prognosticates with 
melancholy foreboding that Ills happineBB or his life 
is fat.e<l tiO meet with m&nJ a storm. In aomc 
parts of Bind the ace11e on the Dirili-night is 
marvellously picturesque: the black river lit up 
with tho111&11d1 of glow-worm lights, shedding their 
fitful raylett upon aombre bank, rained tomb, and 
lofty gt'!)Ve. 

• Our road is the 118U&l style of thing ·in these 
regions, a collection of trodden lines atret.ching over 
a wide waste. We leave the silt-plain upon which 
TbatM etanda, and ascend a hilly district formed by 
the riba of limestone-rock which compose the petra1 
portion of tibia Unhappy Land's formation. Every 
now and then we croaa aome bal'd, dry flat, covered 
with fngmenta of yellowish at.one ; these places 
follow one another aa nepe ; the highest may be 
a hundred and fifty feet above the level of the 
Indua, and the abaence of tamamk and other 
abruba ·ahowa at mat sight that no Wider, save an 
occaaiona.J shower of acanty rain, baa fallen hare for 
yean. 

Thoae tmnba crowning the bill by the wayaide 
an of unuaual shape : amall at.one eupolu, sup
ported by four aqun columns of delicaf'As piopor
tiona. They mark the memorable spot where fell 
certain mighty cbie&, doiDg immortal deeda in 
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some petty feuclal '5qUabble. To l\·lntc the heart 
of the affair ";.ould take a Sind minstrel tb1°l'l' gooc l 
hours, and involve the recital of twenty impod8i
bilitics and about a thousand proper names, includ
ing patronymics. Intensely exciting all this would 

. '"'' to the ~nghW.is o.ncl Losh4ris, two great Beloch 
ti'ibca, the Clans Cum1,bcll and Chattan of this po.rt 
of the worltl ; but I fear, Mr. Bull, that it would 
he morphine· to you. Shift the scene of Waverley 
to Afghanistan, or let Robert Bruce become Akbar 
Khan : would it not pamlyze the hand of the 
mightiest magician tho.t ever creat.ed worlds with 
a quill! . 

" What has halted our cronela at this hour of 
the day!" 

I understand. The lazy msco.le, our servants, 
preferred mounting t.o marching, and dozing upon 
the soft couch of Quiet, in the shape of a load 
of boxes, t,o doing their duty in looking after our 
property. The consequence was, that the impatient 
brute that 'l?rought up the rear of the line broke 
ita noae-atring, shook off it.s burden, and gently 
slipped away int.o the jungle t.o meet a body of 
friends and relations. 

It is no use storming at the men now ; tJ?.e 
more you scold, the lea they do. 'Vo must apply 
ounelves to recovering the fugitive. Fortunately 
there ia a village not veq far off, so we shall find 
no difliculty in procuring the asaistanee of ·a 
"Poggi," or tracker. 

The fellow rises from his slumbers untlcr the 
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wadded cotton-coverlet, and staics wildly at us, as 
if we were the Interrogating Angels 1 in. pi-oprid per
sona~ W c take co.re not to lose sight of him at first, 
otherwise he is sure to play camel, and, according 
to the custom of a wild country, to get out of 
what be fancies harm's way with all possible speed. 
The least the poor devil expects is the 1oas of his 
half a dozen goats, and a good beating for not 
being richer. That present of I( rupee, however, 
gives him some confidence : he begins to think 
that we are fools ; and the promise of another, 
confirming his suspicions, makes him absolut.ely .. 
courageous. 

See how artistically my savage addresses him to 
his t.nsk. He ties on his slippers with packthread, 
winds his sheet tight round his waist, and, squatting 
upon the ground, scrutinizes the foot-print before he 
starts, with all the air of a connoisseur, making 
meanwhile his remarkf aloud : 

.._He is a little, little camel-his feet are scarcely 
three parts grown-he treads lightly on . ~e off fore 
leg, and turns this toe in-his sole is scarred-'-he 
is not . Iac1en-there he goes-tkere-tl&ere: he is 
off to the jungles of Shaykh Bd.dhan I Now, 8'in, • 
your slave is ready." 

As we are going to pitch our tenta just above 
that ideritical forest, we may send on the :remaining 

I Kankir ancl 1'&1dr,. two worthie1 in KClllem dbimt,, long 
linGe introduoed b;r the pnim of BJl'OD to the home-:n..ter. 

I 11 Mia," in. Bind, ii the 11 SAib" of India, the 11 Sir" uf 
BaaJuad; ~ derin it f1'om the Suaakrlt · "lhrd.mi." n 
lord or muter. 
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quadrapeda with the servanfB, and accompany our 
Pagf tA> wa~ his proceedinga. 

la it not mrpriaing how he rana along the trail, 
acaroely appearing to look at it, and yet following 
its every twist and tum with the sagacity of an old 
greyhound! 

We paa1 over 'beds of sheet-rock, almoat • 
11mooth • Ctjatal; we punue :roads where your eye 
and mm~ can see nothing but a confused ... of 
fresh and faded foot-prints ; we descend alopea of 
hard ailt, apon which you cannot· det.ect the abade 
of a mark ; our iri.eker never stops for a moment. 
The faculty is born with him ; his forefathera 
have been trackera for generatioDS, and he tracks aa 
a pointer-pap points, or an hereditary lfiock-broker 
buya stock. It has become an inatinct; it is no 
longei a :reasoning faculty. Moreover, he _ haa 
nothing tA> distract his thoughts ; he is " all there." 
Similarly, a man with one idea makea a fortune, 
where a man with a dozen sorely fails. 

Now he pauses upon the veip of the tangled 
wood, but only for a brief breathing-time, and in 
cud.er to secure his shoe. 

"There. B4in, I told ·you he was going to 
Shaykh B4dhan." 

11Thou didst. ~h'1ibuh, be a king !"-equivalent 
to your ., Well done I" Mr. Bull. " Art thou to cat.eh 
him,,, 

"At once, 84in ; he stopped h~ tA>. browae, 
and he baa only just left the place. See, the gnuia 
haa not yet ri.aeo from the place where he trod." 
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The man pmvea the correctness of his aeaertion 
by leading 111 straight up to a thicket, over whose 
topmost branches appear the. fugitive's long neck,. 
warily 011tatret.ched, and the bright black eyes, 
nervously fixed upon us. The sight of pU18uers 
seems t.o pa.ra1yze all energies ; it feels that the right 
COU1'88 would be to wheel round and trot off without 
delay, but somehow or other this is not to be done. 
The Paggi wa1ka quietly up, aeizes the wooden nut, 
still sticking in the right nostril, and tying a new 
string to it, aecmes submission without a struggle. 

The Bindi is celebrafied for tracking aa the Amb 
of Tehwah or the " Red Man" of North• .America. 
He is the only det.eetive the country affords, and he 
forms an uncommonly eflici~nt force. If a soldier 
has deserted, a house baa been robbed, or a travelfor 
has been cut down, show him a fvc>tprint, and. he is 
sure of his man. He will describe the person you 
seek with unerring accuracy, and he will follow the 
trail for any distance, no matt.er what means are 
taken to ba8le him. Shoe your horse the wrong 
way, wear pads over your feet (thieving slippers, as 
the natives call them), shift from boQt to nudity, 
and again &om nudity to boot; squat, stand, spring 
like a kangaroo, walk on all foun like a dog ; do 
every thing you can to throw the human bloodhound 
out, and still, if he be a well-trained specimen of his 
breed, he will camh you. I never could understand, 
by-the-by, why your rural police disdain the use of 
trained dogs. Perhaps the practice would be "un
Engliah ,,, 
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These cameli are fated to be the plague of us 
to-day. You see· before you the encamping-ground 
- gravelly ftat, bounded upon one aide by a low, 
irregular line of broken and. craggy hill ; on the 
other, by a rapid descent, leading to the thickly
wooded strip of atdF clay which skirtB the right 
flank of Father lndus. You could scarcely mistake 
the place, even were I not to point it out. Look at 
the thousand fragments of black bottles, in these 
regions the unmistakable tokens of the whit.e man's 
presence ; and you.. will not wonder at a cut hoof. 

'V c must not pitch here. The wind ia howling 
madly over that platformed hill upon which stands 
the anint's tomb, but we can make the old walls 
a screen and, from behind these defences, laugh 
at the impotent wrath of Boreaa, the Sbimd.l. 
Our St.>TVants, I ne.ed not tell you, have lost, or 
solcl, all our iron tent-pins, and as for expecting 
wooclcn pegs to hold in such a soil with such 
a strain upon them, it· would be the height of 
" griffiniam." 

Men relat.e of a celebmt.ed sportsman in the old 
COlU[try, that when requested by a friend not to 
indulge him with the excit.ement of being overturned 
in a gig or tandem, he at once ran the vehicle up 
against a bank and sent its contenta flying into a 
neighbouring field. 

Now, were I at all disposed to enjoy a similar 
mre bit of practical wit, I have an excellent oppor
tunity of gratifying myself. To see a single-poled 
~t blown down in windy weather over a friend's 
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head, is perhaps even more funny than pitehing 
him out of o. dog-cart. But I will content myself 
this time with sketching you an outline of what 
the specto.cle would be, instead of drawing it from 
life. 

You are sitting, we will suppose, quietly at 
dinner, quaffing lukewarm, muddy ale, and eating 
curry and dust to the sound of an aerial concert, far 
more powerfully than pleasantly performed. 

All of a sudden, er-a-ck 1-cr'ck t I The 
mainstay of your canvas-abode has been tom up 
from beneath the stone placed to keep it :firm in the 
ground. l' ou spring off your chair, overturning the 
same, and· make instinctively for the exit. • You are 
just in time to be caught and rolled over by the 
hinder Kantf.t, or fly, whilst the pole, bisecting your 
table ns neatly as the "Saladin feat " was ever per
forme<.l, llescends upon your humped-up shoulden, 
and instantaneously "floors" you amidst a mass of 
broken boards and s~attered provisions, flanked by 
the ruins of your washing-stand, cot, and chest of 
dmwem, and covered over with a weight of tent
clotb, which allows you to kick, call, and struggle, 
but -which positively forbids you to escape. Up 
rushes your gang of domestics, jabbering and ges
ticulating, in dire dismay, for they are owed a 
month's wages : you feel a vice-like grasp upon 
your ank]es, you are mercilessly . drawn, against 
the grain, over the hard ground ; and you display 
yourself once· more in the face of day, with hair 
d la clti11oi8e, white garments the colour of brown 
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paper, and a face which, in ita mask of tunnerie
powder, boiled rice, d~ and the p:roceeda of a cut 
from the broken beer-bottle, would aca;rcely be 
recognUed by your own niother. Perhaps, the 
mnour of your thoughta hannonUe&. with the ex
clamation of the gentleman in the "Felon Bowe: " 

cc Wm 'IDJ' 1:n'1aen at t'bia Jaoar, 
Tim 1 ....... in •• Rome, Ban...,. woa1cl J.D1' far .... 

Some years ago, & similar . event, fC ryght,e 
merrie" for one's friends, ~ to tlie humble 
individual ·your ·guide. Subit&ntial houses in this 
part of the world me built, yiiu know, of sun-dried 
brick-walls, supporting rafters of Bab'dl or Kim.Ola 
wood, and over these a thick- layer of mud, with 
i~rh.'&ps a little gypsum, is spread t.o form a mof. 
The ma~ is usually oompoaed of aaltiah clay, 
lnu'licdly pounded and imperfectly mixed ; you 
µiay observe that wherever it t.ouchea the ground 
your abode is scooped out by the action of humidity 
as efFectually as if a pickaxe had been applied t.o the 
foundation. As the building, under such cimmn
stancea, is safe t.o fall as soon as an opportunity 
presents itself, the natives me cmeful every year f,o 

l"<?pair the peccant part. 
Now it ·so happened that my corps was ordered 

into " country quarters" in a queer old hole called 
Mohammed Khan's "Tmd4" that is t.o say. a 
bunch of houses with a wall iound them, from afar 
not unlike a collection of Termit&.hills. The " forti
fied village,'' which stood on the left ba.ok of the 
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celebrated Phultlli river, was a &qU&l'e inclosme of 
mud-curtain, raised at least twenty feet high, lest a 
stray breath of wind should tmnper the burning 
BUIDID~-heat; and it contained some nine habita
tiODS, built much aa above described, and separated 
by narrow Janes at least a cubit deep in dust. 
The property had been let by some native chief ~ 
our Government for public purposes, so the neces
sary yearly :repairs were of coune neglected. 

Bain had fallen all night. In the morning, 
where dust had been, mud was; and our clay-houses 
were litaally wet through. Not dreaming of any 
danger, I was sitting in my 'l dmwing-tooni " (an 
apartment comparable to nothing but a gravel-pit 
:roofed and furnished), reading with an old Afghan 
Munshi his favourite Rahms{n'a pathetic dole con
cerning the melancholy uncertainty and the empty 
vanities 

II J)e «J6 dunyi. •I 

Plump I Half a ton of wall acattiered. without the 
least warning upon the "mawing-room" ftoor I 

Pedagogue and pupil both jumped up lrom their 
chain; and in hottieat haste dashed through the 
" Tattia," a kind of thorn fence, and a. well-known 
Oriental and therm-anti.dotal contrivance. 'V c 
escaped through the door in time, and only in time, 
to see the. eotrance hermetic&Uy -sealed behind us ; 
the lute ued on that oceuion being nndry square 

I 11 Of this worlcl ; • paft of iJae l9fniD of a popu)Ar ode 
aompmcl bf the IN&* Pakht4 pon, Abel el-Rabm4n, familiar1J and 
~ ca1lecl "Re.bm4n. bJ JUa fellcnr~ 
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feet of fallen front-wall We shoJl pilgrimage to the 
place in due time. . -

'Vithin tbe t\vcnty-four hours, three out of the 
nine houses that r.omposecl the 'l14ndd. lay in ruins. 
The things melt o.wo.y after a night's rain like ice in 
n London ball-room. 

There is excellent sport in these three little Jhfls, 
or ponds, below us : t.orpid sheet.a of thick fluid left 
1 tehind by the lo.st inundation, with the bott.om of 
ft ·tid black mud baking in the sun, where the wat.ers 
hn.ve been drn.wn off by cvnpomtion. Among the 
fnt sedges, ta.11 gmsscs, nnd matted reeds, in every 
~tage of vegetable existence, from germination t.o 
cll•co.y, we fiucl the glossy ihis.(Falcinelltis ignetis), 
~rcy crane (Gnts cinerca), the stork, the spoon-bill, 
the noble <lemoiscllc (Antlu-opoicle-1 virgo), the 
ginnt "kullum" (Kulnng, or Grus mrgo), and the 
tlnmingo (Plirenicopterus rose.ms), who raises o. 
hl'illiant shn.wl over bis shoulders, by exposing the 
upper nnd under wing-covc1·ts. Of humbler livery, 
lmt more useful, are the f.'lwn-coloured pelicans 
( Pelicamt8 crispus), used ns decoys after their eyes 
:1re sewn up; the goose (A.use1• Indicus), very tame 
and stu11id ; the bar-fronted goose o.nd the Ing-goose 
(Anser cinereus), the mnllnrd (Anas boschas), excel
ll•nt eating here ns everywhere; the widgeon (Afcu-ec<t 
Penelope), the gndwo.11 (Anas stJ·epe-1-a), the coot 
(Fulica att-a), and the dunlin (T'l-inga cinedus). The 
ornithology of Bind has been pronounced by a com
petent observer to be allied with Asia Minor, 
~orth-westem An1.bia, nncl North-castem .Africa, 
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rather than with Kachh and Gujrd.t, the ncru:eet parts 
of the Indian peninsula. On the high dry shores 
you remark the sand-grouse (Pteroclea arenana) of 
six species, especially the "painted " (Pteroclea 
.A.lcl&ata) ; the Fmneolin partridge (Francolirma 
vulgaris), the quail ( Cotu1·n~ comtm.u~is), the 1a1ul
partridge, Chakkar or. Chikore (Caccabia), the 
crested lark (.A.Zauda oriatata), the st.one-chnt, 
(SaZ'icola), the desert-bullfinch, and the Isa.belli11e 
shrike. You have only t.o wander int.o the acacia 
woods that line the banks,,. and a herd of J>.alf-wild 
buffaloes will afford you a good chance of largur 
stuJr for the pot ; and if you stay loag enough 
with your feet in the water and your· head in the 
sun, although we are getting into the it.eart of the 
cold weather, you will most probably be able t.o pro
nounce ea;pertua upon the pleasures of a .Bind ague. 

Fevers, I may inform you, in this part of Asio. 
are of two kinds. One is a brisk, bold fellow, whu 
does his work within the day, permitting you to 
breakfast, but placing his veto upon your dining ; 
the other is a slow, aneaking w~tch, who bungle24 
over you for a week or a fortnight.1 The former 

1 Thill ma1 •Pl*l' to U'YOur of bravado, ill which cue the • 
appearanoe ia deceitful. At a diatanoe, Yellow Jack, earthquak•, 
oholera, the plape, the Cuchillo, and aimilar atnmp enemiee to 
human. life, look terrible, bec&Ul8 indiatinct ; the heart cloea beat 
a liUle quicker when we h thoaght upon them. But u .IOOll u JOU 
Ind JOUl'l8lf amonpt the daupn, JOU forpt to fear them, JOU ue 
afnicl to be afraid, and • little habit makee them, pnenll7 
lp9Ming, oont.einptible : JOU npect.ed giant., JOU Ind pigmi8I. 
·Beeidee» I ban been fortunate in opportunit1 of tr&iaini, beiq 
brouaht up, u it were, in &he micllt of cholen. : one ...U1 18U'lll 



190 Sinil Rez;sitecl. 

appears as a kind of small shivering, first ; then • a 
sick headache, which, after a few minutes. feels as if 
a corcl were being tight.ened round your peri.cranium; 
your brain burns as if it were on fire ; your head 
throbs as though it would burst; your akin is hot, 
and hard as a riding-glove. Presently your aenaea 
leave you ; to delirium succeeds congestion ; you 
pant and puft', all your eneigies being applied to 
keeping the breath in your body ; you fail therein, 
o.nd you are buried that evening. The Blow fever 
attacks you much in the same way ; only it allows 
you leisure to send for a doctor, who poura cold 
water froin an altitude upo;n your shaven poll, 
administera mercury sufficient to charge an average
si7.ed haromet.er, and blistms you, generally, with 
mustard and other plasters, from the nape of your 
neck to the soles of your feet. 

I never saw a. patient recover from this mode 
of treatment without ent.ering into the feelings of 
the poor decrepit Hindu, who curaed the meddling 
hand that clawed the holy mud out of his mouth 
as be was comfortably dying upon the banks of the 
Gauges, and by means of a drar.ght of " fire· water" 
sent him back to the world of matt.er, a far baser bit 

to think lighG7 of lltlch thinp in J01dh. And flltflJ:T one who does 
or cua think 'become., b7 101De meam or other, a fatalid oa a ....U 
-1e, after a few r-.n in the But. "1tMmet • uul "N..O, • are 
IO often, IO CODtinuall7; in J'011r -.n, that U W t.laeJ' llOUIUl 
'1aem181.na into a kind of reality: an entity wt, • D011811fiV....., 
of the Cape. Perhaps I lhould •J "rarity• imtw1 of "DGD
,mitJ.• T1te St-iud, for inatance, dmpit.e hia Odholiaiaa, i9 
often fwt:e.HRio u the Arab. And wW w the OalWaW t · 



&litu<le. 191 

of humanity than he was before, with the prospect 
of a few million years in vermin form. 

H you wish to see how peculiarly uncho.rming in 
this state of demi·toilettc arc the "P1'KJB of a certain 
romantic old ma.id called Solitude, whom :mo.ny a 
fool admires and courta before he has seen her, you 
have only to set out with me for an evening's walk. 
We ahall not meet a human being, or descry a 
vestige of man's work, in the country about Shaykh 
B4dhan. 

"Oh, the howling waste l" 
Now let as look at it.a denizens. High in the 

blue air, still catching the light of the set &Un, tbo 
king-vulture wheels in gigantic eircles, and the jack
daw-like · crows are screeching with their usual 
noisiness as they skelter towards their dormitory, 
some diat&nt tree. The matchlock or the rifte must 
at some time or other have been busy upon this 
rugged spot, otherwise it.a inhabitant.a would not 
at.and in such evident awe of us. See "how the lynx, 
with tapering black-tipped ears always pricked-up, 
slinks away, covering it.self with every littie bush 
or at.one, skilfully as the best-drilled Light Bob. 
The antelope stops for a moment, instinctively 
feeJjng that a foe is near; bends her graceful neck, 
celebra1ied as her eye in the Amb's poetry,1 sight.a 
our advancing forms, and then, bo~ding off, shapes 
her rapid C01ll'B8 t.owards some region of security. 
That old grey boar, slowly returning from an 

I AJluclillg to t.he 1-utifal line of Lebfd that '1..aribll t.Jae 
auWope fi1lndDg ... Deok to1t'U'da Jm 11811'1J-JIUUMI 1011J11o 
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evening excursion to its home in the m·ighhoul"iug 
Bcld. (forest) or Shikairgd.h (prcscn·t:'), is uot •1uitc so 
timorous as its neighbout'S ; it. mcmlr. its pace when 
we approach the line of <lircction, but o. Cl•1ttun look, 
and a gt"ltnt that accompanies the glance, give UH 

to undc1~tund that it lms at lcn111t half a miilll . to 
revenge u1xm us t11c foul wrongs which its kintl has 
sustained from the hands of ours. 'V c will let 
Aper pass, if yC1u please ; its tusks nrc long, C\U"\"ccl, 
and sharp os a Pl'l'Mian llnggcr, o.nd it hns a tlcxtcrity 
in the use of Wl'npons which renders its p1·m·tice of 
offence and cfofcm·t• sufficiently imposing, t•s1•t•t·iu.l1y 
to a wnlking-stick. You stan4 to stare at tlmi;e two 
pugnacious o.nimnlK u1>on the sheet of rock luml liy. 
It is a pair of slwpherd-dogs, apparently liustni-d 
Kelat-greyhounds: they have had some "dif
ference" upon some unknO\vn subject, and they 
are settling the nft'air of honour with tbeir natural 
weapons, exactly as if they were British privat.es 
fighting it out in a quiet, cosy way. A mOAt 
ridiculous sight is this apparently causeless and 
yet moat vicious and violent " set to ; " they 
wmngle, worry, bit.e, roll each other over, and 
howl with concentrated rage 88 well 88 pain : the 
apparent absence of anything to quarrel about 
makes the vehemence of the quarrel appear the 
more remarkable. 

Observe in the far distance our long string of 
mmcls returning after their do.y's gmzing in the 
.fort.'Mt. The hazy, misty atmosphere enlarges their 
l>Ollfos to a prodigious size : we co.n disc~m no fogs, 
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only n. sbonl of long necks nnd ostrich-forms, ftont
ing nncl sinking, pitching nncl swaying, over the 
succcs.fiiYc unclulntionR of the distant ground. Sonic 
English Em~tcl'n-tmYcllcrs have opined tho.t that 
Grcnt Unknown, the litcmto who bo.ptizccl the 
nnimnl "Ship of the Desert," must hn.vc <lcrivcd 
the idt~n from seeing it at o. time when, un<lcr 
the (•fll.,ctR of tbc mimgc, its form n.ppcn.rs ruul 
disnp)'l'nl'S 011 the horizon, ns a vessel clocs upon 
the sul'fitcc of a swelling sea. Methinks, however, 
the conjecture assigns somewhat too much to thl' 
power of Compn1ison, and a tiiftc too. little to 
the opcrntiou of Analogy. 

vor .. 1. 13 



CHAPTER X. 

THE SEVEN llBADLESS PBOPJIB'l'S. 

lxsTEAD of mo.rching directly upon Hil4ya, 1 we 
will turn off, if you please, to the left of the 
Hnydnmhf.d J."08.d. and make: for o. certain fisher
villngc co.lied Kinjara-ji Miyani. There lies the 
L'lkc \Vhich gives it a no.me; a. shallow piece of 
water with reedy banks, embosomed in low hills 
of the usual uninteresting cut, and of the normal 
unpicturesque hue. I have nothing to say about 
the settlement, it being the " or'nary " Bind thing, 
which you have seen half a dozen times, and which 
I have described uuto the exhaustion of synonymes. 
But you_muat o.llow mo to slip in a few words 
concerning the an'!icnt history of the place, in order 
to render what follo\vs intelligible. 

"In thll days of old," thus Asiatic legends 
always commence, even as European children's tales 
\vith " once upon a time," a celebrated city rose at 
the north end of the Sunahri, or Sonahri, Dandh 

I '1'here are DO buildinp at Bi1'1', 'Im • well afl'mda good 
'water i the eamping-grouncl ia OD a canal, 11811' IMmftl Jaap 
Babd.l tre.. "Dandh." meaua a natural tank. 
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which during Hoods forms part of the Kiujo.r water. 
It was the capit.o.l of the Sammd.h dyno.sty, a 8indi 
tribe tho.t ruled the land for many ycm"B before 
it fell into the hands of the lloghal ; and he1-e, 
about A.D. 1380, was the seat of empire of Jam 
Tam&ehi, the son of Jtinur. That prince, the fourth 
of his dynasty, was celebra1ied for his beauty and 
valour ; his open hand, like the warm ehowem of 
spring, made the hearts of his subjects expand, and 
his clenched fist, 1 like the icy breath of the Destroyer, 
paled the cheeks of his rivals and his foes. He was 
truly the Shadow of Allah cast upon earth's face. 
He sat on the cushion of sovereignty, :6.im &a the 
tall hill that spreads out its giant skirts over the 
subject plain : both the storms of foreign war and 
the shocks of int.emal disturbance were equally un
availing to shake the foundations of his prosperity. 

In the fifth year of the mo.gnificen:t Jam 
Tatdchi's reign, Shaykh Ba.11' el-Din,1 the majestic 
saint of Multan, being urgently invi1ied by his dis
ciples at Thatb4 to grace with his presence the .happy 
land of Bind, was induced to comply with their 
prayer. To such an extent did he delight men!al 
minds by his spirit-stirring words and deeds, that 
the said disciples (mo.y their and their father's graves 
be desert 1) abominably resolved to kill him and eat 

1 In Penim met.aphorology the open hind u the qmbol of 
pnerolity; tlae olOl8d fiat, of austerity, aftrioe, or violenoe. 

1 Popularl7 Bah4walhak, oorrupted. from Bab4 el-Rakk-Light 
of the Trnth, i.e., Allah. Bil name u inTOked by all the lfollem 
tribea, from :Uulta 10Uthwarda, and hia biograph7 baa been made 
the 1Ubjeot of ID&DJ a tedioua Tolume. 
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him; e:xp(lcting thereby to secure for themselves 
the pcrpctunl benefit of his presence, and to rnise 
their recreant selves to a high degree in the 
spiritual worlcl. .A. stmnge way, you remark, t.o 
propitiate a. holy man : o. very common one, I assert, 
in the 'Wilder parts of Central Asia, as any sceptic 
may len1n by nsking the Afghan Hn.zd.rehs how 
they came by the number of saints buried on their 
mountains. As regards devouring the venerated 
defunct, it is done 'vith the superstitious popular 
idea tbat whoever tastes the flesh or blood of 
a great Santon, thereby eats him.self holy, as 
Templars dine themselves "learned." . 

Howe'\"'er, the miscreants were defeated in_ the 
design. One of the saint's trusty followers dis
co!ered the plot, ·proposed to save his superior by 
sleeping in his bed that night, and was graciously 
permitted to em:-oll himself in the ranks of that 
distinguishetl hotly-the Moslem army of martyrs. 
The accursed Murlds 1 then took the corpse, 
"bryttlecl" it, boiled the choice cuts, and were 
11rcpnring for their holy and cannibal meo.1, when 
(0 never-failing expedient in the hands of the 
Eastern romancer 1), struck with an unknown fear, 
they looked loathingly upon 

"The poor remains of what "811 once a aint ; " 

put them into a pot, and cnst it upon the broad 
bosom of Mcbran. The vessel was presently found 

1 
• .\ lforfd is a " disciple," oppoaed to a Hunbid, or "apiritual 

imtmctor. 0 
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by seven hungry men of the Moh4D&, or fisherman
caate, who devoured its cont.ants in ignorance of 
their nature, and who at once, by virtue of the 
same, quitting vulga1: piscation, became fishers of 
humanity and men of Allah, very holy, and, 
apparently, very fond of meddling, -as sometimes 
happens, with matt.en that in no way concerned 
them. 

You see that tall, grey old ruin of hewn stone 
upon the hill overlooking the lake. It was built 
there by the same Jam T~hi, for the purpose of 
aft'ording his beautiful bride, N tiren, the daughter 
of a fisherman, a view of the humble icenes in 
which she was born, and which, incredible to relate, 
she continued to love, even after her elevation to 
the dizzy height of regal- dignity. To that palace 
the seven W alis, or Santons, repaired, and de
manded. the right of ingress, rudely as the German 
missionaries addressed poor- King Theodore of 
Abyssinia. Indeed, so authoritative' was their 
tone--and manner, that the very warders, an order 
of "gentlemen" who -in Bind ·are not a whit 
more a&ble than the footmen of Belgravia, dared 
not tum up their noses at the.. sight of ·pedestrians 
knocking· at a great man's door. And when these 
individuals appeared in the· presence, inst;ead of 
joining their palms, prostrating themselves, trem
bling, and looking ~mate with fear, Pom 1 they 
squatted down upon th~ rich rugs, and stared in 
the Ja.m's face for at least five -minutiea. Cate, 
be it observed, are proverbiolly u4mitted to thia 
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privilege in England ; but, in o. pmely Orient.al 
country, t\ low fellow venturing to try the experi
ment would probably leave the hall of audience 
plus a solid bastinoilo, and ioinus half his natural 
number of toes. No wonder, then, that the Jam, 
just and generous as he was, could not, for the life 
of him, prevent his cheek turning livid and his 
·beard curling crisp with very rage. 

" King of kings I we are here by order of 
Heaven t.o prot.ect thee and thine against the 
impious attempt.a of the Moghal I " 

The Jam ato.rted. 
Unacquo.int.ed with Sind history, you must be 

informed that the high and mighty Al4 el-Din 
(Aladdin), Emperor of Delhi, had fixed the eye of 
concupiscence upon the fair valley of Sind; and, like 
certo.in modern rulers, by no means con~ted with 
a frontier Indus as the " natu1'8l boundary of 
Western India," he had been doing all his possible 
to fix a quarrel upon the Sammd.h chief. The 
latter, knowing tbo.t the weaker o.lwaya goes to 
the wall, in .Asio. as in Europe, had smilingly put 
:up with many an insult and injury. Hence the 
reason why, when the Moghal was alluded t.o, the 
Jam at&lted, whilst nn expression of curiosity and 
encouragement replaced the angry cloud which had 
settled upon his count.enance. 

The Seven Fishermen then proceeded to inform 
him that directly under the wolls of the capital was 
th~ head of a large land-serpent, whose tail t.er
m1nated at Delhi, six hundred dhcct geographical 
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miles, not including an occasional coil. They 
added, that as long as the animal continued in 
that position, Sind had nought to fear from the 
Lords of India, and they concluded by asking and 
obtaining the Prince's permission to throat an iron 
spit into the snake's nose, for the purpose of curbing 
any ermtic vagaries in which it might be disposed 
to indulge. 

Long and loud laughed the cita and wits of 
Thatbd. at the senile credulity of the Jam, their 
ruler. They had no " Oharivari," it is true, but the 
want of that civilized invention W88 more than com
pensated by the infinitude of sarcastic odes ·and 
sneering epigrams that daily issued from the local 
pens. Now Jam Tamkhl,, like many other very great 
people, ancient, medieval, and modem, had a nervous 
horror of the hum, the buzz, and the sting of 
that spit.eful little insect called a satirist. More
over, although he well knew that his only chance of 
escaping with a whole akin was to remain dead
c1uiet till the swarm which had BCttled upon him 
thought proper to seek another •bject, he could 
not curb his impatient spirit. The result of his 
irrit.ability was, that after vainly threatening to 
impo.le, roast, or chop in pieces the authors of his 
n.n:noyance, and after enduring an increase of 
virulence for a few days, at length, in an evil hour, 
he ordeled the spit to be wrenched out of the 
ground. 

The iroh waa pulled up reeking with gore, 
and was shown to the sceptical ThatM.-it.ea. Then 
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the smirk of self-esteem nnd the sneer of acom gavo 
way to another kind of look. They fell upon their 
knees before the Prince and his holy odvisers ; 
awe-struck and confounded into belief, they sup
plicated the Seven Fishermen to intercede with 
Heaven for them, their children, and their country. 
But these personages informed them tho.t the thing 
woa impossible, tho.t the snake ho.cl 

"Tumec1 his head where 1toocl hia tail," 

and that Bind had for ever lost her protecting 
spell. . 

Jam TAIDd.chi, as I ho.ve so.id, was renowned 
for exceeding equity. He acknowledged that the 
Fishermen were blameleBB: indeed, he owned that 
their conduct throughout the affair hod been every
thing it ought to have been. Only he insiafied 
upon tho para.mount importmlce of obedience in 
the subject; and he told them flatly that unleaa 
tha.t serpent's cmnium returned within the twenty
Cour hours to where it was before, he should 
consider it his melancholy duty to make their head.a 
and the rest of their persons part company. J118tice, 
he remarked, was a very fine thing, but-

Hia arguments are not worth recol'ding. The 
fact is, he was unconsciously conacience-amitt;en ; 
angry with himael( a peraon whom he could not 
punish, he naturally became anzioua to find aome 
one upon whom he could vent his royal raga. Tho 
Seven Fishermen asked for nothing better than tho 
f!ro\vn of Glory. So Jam Tamdcbi obliged them ~ 
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that little matter by directing their throat.a to be 
cut from ear to ear, and their heads to be wrenched, 
aa the custom was, off their bodies. 

But conceive the dismay of the king, his 
courtiers, his counsellors, his captains, and his 
commonalty, when the last Body, immediately after 
decapitation, rising slowly from the cordovan, 
upon.. which it had knelt during the operation, 
stood bolt upright, grasping it.a head in it.a out
stretched right hand. And furthermore, imagine, 
if you can, the state of mind in which the. terrified 
throng heard the bloodless lips pronounce this 
unpoetic rhyme: 

"Aror 1 lhall bunt ita drke, and 4ow 
Ba1ao perennial to the main : 

• 

And fiah lhall awim, and liliea grow' 
Where Samm4.h1 plough the 1ultry plain ! " 

Now the "band" or embankment of Aror was a 
leaden wall, thrown across the Indus many years 
before the time of Jam Tam&chi, by the prayers 
of an honourable husband and father, who, to save 
spouse and daughter from the tyrant Do.lum's 3 

importunities, diverted the main _stream westward 

1 ~' the old Mjput-capital of Sind, lie1, u we lhall 1188, 

eut of the Indu at Bohri. In. 1865 Captain Kirb1, who lhould 
haYe Jmown betier, thua miltranal&ted thue linea : 

"When broken lhall be the band of .Azo-i, 
And the water lhall 4ow over Hakrah, 
Where lhall be the ilbiDa of the Samm• f" 

• Alluding to the "Lorh" the "Beh" .azui the "Pabua" 
(Nelnaw ... .,..._..), whioh hu an edible root, and to the 
"Kuni" ~ "hQi" (NppACICl p"6acenl), whole taben are •ten 
n.w, routed, ot boiled. 

I 0Ju.pter :UTDL 
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into it.a preaen.t rocky bed, and eacaped from the 
ruthless king's capital, Wi that new cut, the p:reaent 
Indus. As for Hd.kro ftowjng, no one thought it 
possible that the old, desert.eel; dried-up bed would 
ever be restored to itB pristine state ; and yet 
there stood a corpse, pertinaciously and poaitively 
assuring them, that the Barnmaf.h tn"be of Sin.dis, 
who for the most part inhabit the sandy and Rterile 
eastern frontier towards Jayaa1mfr, should dine on 
such lumries as Pallah 1-fish and aqUdtic roots. 

Satisfied, apparently, with the amount of commo
tion causec;l by itB display of eloquence, the Corpae 
tumed u~ itB heel and deliberately walked out of 
the audience-hall, through the crowded atreetB in the 
direction of the Eastern Desert.· 

Then arose the second Tmnk, and with the 
malicious eagerness with which man eommunicat.ea 
bad news to man, pronounced these prophetic 
words: 

"SteeU, punt aucl blue,• poar from the B'mth, 
And makom walk the 4llOwded ... : 

Then, Bind ! incline thr dubbom ... 
Before the nr.tpn'1 aln RaT." 

That martyr left the palace amidst a &eah thrill 
of hoITOr. Besides the sceptre of Delhi, the natives 

1 Chapter UIL 

• A grey hone, in P-.. aacl 8iDl1i, 11 lallec1 "blue." TU 
~would be applied. t.o the up~ A.-upc.a whieh .-r 
Caftlry in India ill ~ Jll01l1lte4. Tlllle ill ..... ... 
oarioaa th-. the ,.,.._ ~ wJaio1a - to .. .... 
the modern Pnbit t.onp-. . 

I In the oripla\ "'"j1'Di," a wcft with & planJiV of ligm&m-
tioaa, or rather, with none in putioalar. . 
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of Bind feared only the Afghan sabre. Afghan
istan, you know, sir, is north of Bind, and the idea 
~f their already too gay dames and too coquettish 
damseJs being allowed t,o go about the street.a and 
bU&re, without any let or hindrance what.ever, was 
hard for them to stomach. The threat of slavery, 
the "tail of the storm," fell almost unheeded upon 
their ean, so stunned ·were they by the outbumt 
that preceded it. 

The third Corpse, probably pitying their ment&l 
tortures, changed the subject and became extremely 
oracular and ambiguous: 

"For 7ean and Jear1 broad Ar shall flow, • 
But when it dries b7 J.i'&te'a decree ; 

Them the Belooh aball aell ll'ia bairn 
For lilver pi80l9 two. and three." 

Now the Ar, or Bhapr, once the westernmost fork 
of the Indus, whose embouchure is now called tho 
Piti, Pittri or Pitt.e Mouth, 1 was of no part.icula! 
importance to the people of Thathd. : ~reover, in 
those days they knew little, and they cared less, 
about their future rolers, the Beloch, a tribe of 
wretched hill-barbarians. Modem Sindis would have 
recogniZed in a moment the mystic mea.ning of the 
quatrain, which pointl unerringly to the social 
position of that people in the present day, when the 
deecendant of. a Talpur, or royal Beloch, and the 
~y of a low-cu1ie Sindi Machhi are equal as 

I K111'1'aJ'a "Bmdbook• (p. '7'1) .U. it "Pilti." fte ....,, 
• .. ,....,,_, .... 1.cmg.., ••.uw a.p;" it aumot admit ..a 
drniDg ttro .... and the maiD -- - moved o6 to • Ja6 
(Jed) moa.th, at 1-' t1drtf mil• to the~ 
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t\\"O pennyweights in the well-poised balance which 
British Equity holds before an admiring world. 

But lest the crowd should, we must suppose, 
think themselves quite out of the 8Cl'&pe. Body 
number Four, after going through the usual pre
liminaries, began to predfot a direct and direful 
disaster: 

"I h811' from IM the IOUDd of atrife, 
I eee the hoata from Siro haete ; 

Then, Bind ! from 'twixt the South ana But 
The brand of •ar thy ahorea ahall wute." 

Here waa a terrible conglomeration of mis
fortunes ; a war beginning from Ur (Lower Bind) ; 
again the prospect of those ~bominable Afghans 
attacking Siro (the upper districts), and the certainty 
that both provinces would be involved in the 
common calamity. Intensely bitter became the re
flections of the Thatha-ites, when the cur.rent of their 
thoughts was diverted by another prediction, which 
acted upon the mental po.late like a sugar.plum 
after a black-dose, to reverse Tasso's savoury epic 
unage: 

" K4ro XaWro'1 W..U. lhall 'View 
l'ieNe combat raging half a daJ ; 

The :Minnich1 lha1l routed be, 
Th.a, Sin.cl. ! once more be blithe and P1·" 

And the doubt as to who or what might be these 
:Mirmiehf, o. word which has no precise meaning, 
by exciting the curiosity, aroused the spirit of 
the auditors in no ordinary degree. They actually 
experienced a sort of pleasurable excitement-88 
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M:editaraneans do whilst mimcles are performed
when the next Headless Trunk, rising from its knees, 
followed the example of its vaticinating brotherhood: 

11 The Klrmich1 I :who ma7 teaoh J'9 
The •111'81t token. him ·to know I 

Bia *if fair 'W8lft double tails, 
And down hill neok the riDgleta low." 

The Jam and all the crowd, who knew for certain 
that their own hair was regularly every morning, 
after being W&Rhed with met, or fuller's earth, and 
perfumed oil, combed out and tied in a knot upon 
the polls of their heads, and that the locks of their 
lovely spouses were plaited int.o a single queue with 
scarlet ribbons and strings of seed-pearl, now. felt 
a.881,lred that the rough handling predicted for the 
M.irmichi (common fellows who did not know even 
how t.o make their hair look decent 1), ..could not by 
all the quibbling and quirking, the twisting and 
torturing, of any mantologist in the land be xnade 
t.o apply to themselves. Had they been an Engliih 
audience they would most probably hi.ve greeted 
the speaker with a loud " hear, hear 1 " or a general 
hurrah. Being Sindis, they gesticulated and jabbered 
till the last Defunct, detiermined that, as his brethren 
had begun t.o "curry favour" with the ignorant of 
caviare, he would not be outdone in " pandering to 
popularity," rapped out these words: 

cc <Jome, oome, 19 mm. I llld llitin ,_. 
Beneath '1ut NUpr'a' llhelterbta .W.: 

.,_ Pdm llO :mof-a... pJaut, 
Jf0r let oae ~there be Wcl:" 
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and, following in the steps of his fmtiernity, left the 
Dar bar. 

When the predicting wns all over, crowds, as 
you mo.y imn.gine, followed the· predictors in order 
to see what became of them. They must have had 
the vitality of worms and the legs of horses, those 
Holy lien, for they walked right on end, with the 
most important bit of themselves under their arms, 
to the banks of the :etinf.n River, at least sixty 
miles off. At length, reaching a palace caJled Amrl 
they fell t,o the ground bereft of motion, and were 
there buried · by those who had the curiosity to 
watch to the last this peculiar display of ped~
tnanism. Their sepulchres, which are shown to the 
present day, prove, or ought to prove, I suppose, 
that what is said to have occurred, occurred. 

Some of these rugged rhymes are. palpably of 
modem growth ; others are ancient, o.nd have 
probably been handed down from father to son 
for generations past. 1 You would scarcely believe, 

1 Who will write a volume Oil unimpincl tm>Phear T-it ought 
$0 be moet amuaing ancl intereating. The .Butem world ia full of 
ourioua predictiona ; for inatmu:e : 

The Chinele expected hmm from a foreign mbe ralecl bJ a 
woman. 

The Bmmeae 1eamec1 from their Kerlin that they would be 
invincible until a 1bip without oara or u.ila ltemm.ecl the Irawadq. 

The Sikh Gurda pndictecl the conqUIR of BiDcl to take plaoe 
in the Snmbat 1eal' 1900•.A.D. 18". 

The Southmi Africam, u the Jate Kn. Wud ("Cape and the 
Ca.fl':rel ") infOl'Dll 111, felt beaten whoa th8J •W the long-foretold 
........... touch their lhor& 4ud, to quote no othon, Shah 
Vahmat• U1lala pndicted in ftl'Mthe Sapor Bobelliou of 1867-8, 
"ono haadncl ,-. after the Olirinau lhall have rulocl in Bind.• 
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Mr. John Bull (unless, at least, you heard it from BO 

well-informed a c<»npagrum d6 fJ0'!/<196 as myself/. 
the effect they have exercised. upon the fortunes 
of this province. The Lycophronic designation 
"Mirmichf," alter being applied successi.vely t,o the 
Indiana, Afghans, Jatts, and others, descended in 
due course of time to the next ruling r&.ee, the 
Belochs. Y aritB lectiones began to creep in. The 
last couplet of the sixth Corpse's quatrain waa thus 
amended: 

11 Their loab are bllck u jet abo'f8, 
Theho aiment darklJ blue below ; " 

• 

a description applicable 1;o the inhabitantts of half 
Centml Asia. When, after many petty squabbles 
with Bombay (so they interpreted the origin of the 
at,orm from between ·south and east), a force march· 
ing from Lower Sind, under Sir John Keane, 
threatened tht;m with war ; and, :finally, when Sir 
Charles Napier hurried down from Sakhar vid lid.Id., 
t.o attack Haydard.bf.d, with his men mounted on 
gaunt " blue " steeds, the self-Jl&JXled " Mirmi.clrl ~· 
felt cert"4J.in that ~eir hour waa come. They fought, 
but with diminis~1ed spirit, and thus the prediction, 
as we so. often see in such matters, verified itself. 
To the present day the Sindis swear by these 
prophecies: the Bhagd.r creek has s1'runk ; the proud 
Beloch hu lost the privileges which the ruling race 
once enjoyed ; . matrons and maidens do walk the 
streets mu~ more than they used ; and Kar4chi, 
.. beneath the N4ngar'a•abade" (i.e., not far from it), 
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has oUBt.ed Haydad.bdd from its ancient position 
as capital of the countr.f. True, the dyke of Aror 
remains, the H4kro has n~t yet provided the 
hungry Samm4bs with fishes or loaves, and there 
has been no battle at the place called Kal.ro Kabf.ro. 
But these are little flaws which must be regarded 
with the indulgence usually extended by you, sir, 
to poesy, painting, and the other trades which deal 
wholesale in imaginative mat.erial. 

Pray look not so contemptuous and. high-minded 
at what you term the " poor devils' credulity." 
This is a weed which grows all the world over, 
in every age and in every clime. Superstition is 
a constant quantity. Whenri'er the public mind, 
civilized or barbarous, becomes excited, it flies 
directly to the preternatural and the supernatural, 
even as a gentleman in distress goes to the 
bottle. 

I could support this assertion by many an 
example, but not having time to dress and deck it 
in the efaborate garb it deserves to :wear, I prefer, 
with you·· permission, to leave it in the naked form 
of a dictum. But before parting with the subject, 
I recollect reading a legend in some old French 
book which -mat.ches so admirably with what I 
have just been narrating, that for the life of me 
I cannot hcJp ~unting it for your edification in 
my own way. 

As one Dennis, of beatified memory, waa 
trudging in company with a little knot of friends 
to\\"'ards t\ muddy town and -camp, then called 
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Lu1ietia Parisiorum, and garrisoned by a legion of 
pagan Romana, he came upon one of their outpoat.a 
on a hill not far from the end of his joumey. The 
apirit moved the holy Areopagite to tum into one 
of the leathern tent.a, tenanted by the fighting-men, 
and to begin a discourse, which presently collected 
around him half a century of soldiers, and hundred& 
of the Lixle, or camp-followers. 

The harangue, I take the liberty of preauming, 
as such is almost invariably the case, began with 
queationa about the soldiers' immortal aoula, and 
puaed into an exhortation anent "mending tlieir 
ways," figuratively, not literally, arid becoming good 
Christiana. From which proper field for excellent 
advice, and abundant prosing,_ it slipped inaenaibly 
into a dangerous bit of debatable ground, violent 
abuse of heathenism and heathens, young and old, 
male and female, priests, laymen, and veatal virgina, 
pell-mell. . 

" la nimia est bont.11 rei/' said a frowning old 
Triarius, or grenadier, six feet and a half high, with 
a beard like a· bear'a back, and a face grid.ironed 
with acara. 

" Foo teneat maa:illam, tuno," cried a pert 
· Veles, or light-infantry man. 

"Nil faciliu ! hlo it," growled the veteran, 
wallring off to the tent of his centurion. 

The vieille mo'U8ta.c1&6 was right. Captain 
Caius Flaceus · Luacmus mmmanus Indicua, who 
derived his second cognomen, or agnomen, from 
having aerved twenty years in India with the • • • 

VOL. L lt 
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BWli, disliked nothing more than a Frenchman, save 
and except only a Christian and a " parson-cove." 
Military law was not quit;e so deeply. studied, or 
so well defined, in those days~ as it is now. The 
gallant officer found little difficulty in making out 
a CaM of high treason against the holy St. Dennie 
and hie friends, who, by-the-by, had done absolutely 
nothing but shake over their bare feet at the 
prospect of appropinquate martyrdom. All were 
seized, were unmercifully kicked and mauled, lest 
decapitation might not be a sufficient punishment, 
and finally were beheaded with extreme brutality, 
for their clothes formed so ragged a perquisite, and 
their pockets were so painfully light, that no 
amount of supplication would induce Calcraftue, the 
lictor, to do hie work like a gentleman. 

The saint was the last to suffer. In the fervour 
of hie orisons, h~ had quit;e forgotten one thing, 
namely, that hie bones, which.might be so useful in 
healing the bodies and souls of mankind, would be 
quite lost to the world, if thrown, as they were 
likely to be, into the nearest dit;ch, to moulder 
away in obscure corruption. So, leaving hie m 
friends, whose faith did not enable them to per
form such f~ts, St. Dennis roae from the blood
stained ground, and carrying his head, whose 
frontal portion frowned like a Saracen's upon the 
discomfited pagans, he walked directly into the 
"City of Mud," where, after. a ahort conaultation 
with the Very ~verend the Diocesan of ·that 
diocese, he was duly " put to bed with a shovel," in 
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the firm and pious hope of becoming, at some 
future time, a ton or two of reliques. 

I forget whether thP. hard heart ol Captain C. F. 
L. & lndicus was melt.ed by the occurrence ; or 
whether he simply ejaculo.t.ed in Latin, Ce n' est que 
le premier pas qui ooute, and died 88 he lived, a 
pestilent heathen. But I recollect that there is, 
near Paris, a place called Montmartre, the Mount of 
Martyrs, where the~ Cmur, the ugliest edifice 
in Christendom, is building, and I consider the 
name proof-positive that the event above detailed 
really occurred. • 

And you cannot need reminding, air, that during 
the eventful years, '4:8, '4:9, '50, and '51, all kinda 
of Welsh and German predictions about crowned 
heads, war, famine, and grave-diggen, were 11ying 
about in the mouths of ;men. None, of course, 
believed in, though all knew and quotied, them : had 
they turned out true, which unfortunat.ely .they did 
not, they had 88 fair a chance of descending 1io 
posterity 88 the rhymes of the Seven Ftshermen. 



CHAPTER XI. 

SUNDAN AND 1ABAX-B17DBIST BJDrL\11'8. 

• 
SmmAN alld Jarak are two places to which_ I am 
about to introduce you, rather for the .:--remonial 
and uniformity of the route than with the expect.a
tion that you will derive much pleasure from the 
acquaintance. 

I dare say the journey from Kinjar to Sundan, 
the nearest village on the Haydambdd road, was 
thus notied in your diary: 

"Rose early, mounted old .Anh, lost the way 
three times ; cold and comfortless ; heavy sand and 
hard rock, all up and down hill ; did not arrive at 
encampment-ground till 9 a.m. j five hours doing 
10 miles. Only birds, stone-chats and wheateua, 
crested larks and vultures.. Place where tent 
stood, dirty and disagreeable. Breakfast.ed aa 
usual, slept, awoke at 2 p.m. Splendid afternoon. 
Dined at 3 ; at 4:, walked 2-3 miles to aee 
some large domed tombs ;- I am sick of them, but 
that man B. will insist upon my doing all fih:e 
sights. All to be seen was a troop of beggara. 
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calling themselves • Fukyers,' who looked very surly 
before I gave them a few coppers. Returned 1io 
tea ; went to bed under quilt first time since leaving 
dear old England." 

.And I have no doubt, 0 unromantic senior I 
that you chronicled the next day's march in a very 
similar styl' 

We started, you may remember, en route for 
Jarak, winding along the skirts of many ridgy 
heights, now descending into the thickly-wooded 
plain that lines the margin of the river, then agaiD 
ascending its westiern barrier of stony hills, many of 
them strewed with Moslem tombs. • • 

About half way we passed a long Shik4rgd.h, 
which has gained a perdurable ill name : the high
road now runs above it to the right or East. This 
is supposed to be the hunting forest where those 
~inty-hearted despots, the Talpur Amira, "like the 
first Norman in Bolderwood, razed a populous 
village to the ground, and transported its inhabi
t.ants to a diet.ant district, because the crowing of 
the cocks and other rural sounds of its human and 
bestial population disturbed the game in the neigh• 
bouring preserve." · 

When you are in the highly moral and philan
·thropic mood (you are liable to such complaint.a 
by fits and starts, sir), what food for reflection and 
dissertation does such a fact afford you I The stony 
boiom of despotism, the "Beautiful Tyrant" and hia 
hpp, William the Conqueror, and WiJJi"lD surnamed 
Rufus ; "the· caput mortuum of tyrannv distilled 
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down &tiep by st.ep, from its first outbreaks in the 
insolence of place and the intoxication of success, 
till it ends in the destruction of villages (the plural), 
and the expulsion of a population (rather an exten
sive singular f) for the creation of hunting-ground." 
These, I repeat, are pregnant themes. 

Then came to mind that dear old Oliver's rod
taught lines upon the subject of Deserted Villages, 
teeming with imflges of lovely ruralities and 
romantic ideas of purity and happiness, which your 
boyish fancy was erroneously wont to associate 
with country-life. And, though grim Reason sug
gested that these Caligulas of Sind had a perfect 
right to do what they pleased: with their own, how 
willingly you turned an ear tO the small still voice 
which informed you that the ruin of that ungodly 
race, and the plunder of .their landed property were 
rctributively decreed by "Providence." 

However, about all this there is much rank 
misapprehension, the growth, I conceive, of a hot
bed of "humbug." It is a curious illustration of 
Batha.nae and his Scriptpral quotations, that when .. 
ever good Madam Britannia is about to break the 
eighth commandment, she simultaneously burst.a 
into much rhapsodizing about the bright dawn 
of Christiaiiity, the finger of "Providence," the 
spread of civilization, and the infinite benefit 
conferred upon barbarians by her permitting them 
to become her subject.a and pay their rents to her. 
Examine this Shikd.1-gd.h-tyranny-grievance, once 
quoted by every writer and writerkin who touched 
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the subject. In Bind each component house of a 
flourishing village would be razed to the ground, 
carried ten miles off; re-erected and re-inhabited 
~ the probable expense of two and sixpence per 
domicile,, Moreover, I regret to say that the 
Sindis, like foreigners in general, having no word 
to explain your •'home;" att.ach none of those pretty 
ideas to the place in question which supply Mr. 
John Bull, Mrs. B., and the children, with mattm
for etiemal maudlin. Finally these maligned 
Shikd.rgd.hs did abundant good. They retained the 
moisture which they produced ; they served . as 
dykes to the River, and they prevented ALriman 
the Desert, encroaching upon Hormuzd the fertile 
Valley-plain. 

You remarked, as we passed by, the parched 
grass smouldern:.g under our horses• hoofs. This 
Shikd.rgQi appears to have a fatal facility of 
cat.ching fire : I have passed through it half a 
dozen times, and always found some part of it 
burning. Here it was that three young officers of 
the 2nd Queen's, then marching northward under 
Sir John Keane, lost their lives. A court of inquest 
aesembled, and recorded a verdict Qf accidental 
death. The men of the regiment, of course, were 
furious, as they had a prospect of fighting the 
Belochs ; and, although there was nQ evidence to 
prove that the enemy had been guilty of foul play, 
they were more than willing, like soldiers generally 
at such conjunctures, to :find some pret.ext for waxing 
immensely ferocious and bloodthirsty. Such is the 
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way in this part of the world. You seldom hear of 
men going into battle without some aggravated 
personal grievance, such as the loss of an offi~, 
a friend, a dog, a wife, or a box. One old Scotch
man, in Afghanistan, .never spared a life, it ·ia said, 
because the women were in the habit of crying out 
"Aman I" (quarter I) which Sawney, translating 
into a petition for " a mon," considered a liberty so 
gross and immoral a'8 to justify any amount pf 
severity. And yet, how severe we are, upon the 
Ruaal 

Probably the poor fellows had set fire 1iO the 
jungle in order to start the ·game, and a sudden 
change of wind had brought the :flame down upon 
themselves. You can scarcely imagine how easy it 
is to be burned to death in one of these places. 
Beneath the tall t.amarisk, acacia, mimosa, and shd.ri 
or willow-poplar, the common tree in this part of 
Bind, is a m888 of matted underwood, luxuriant sedge, 
rank weed, and long grass, all of which, in the dry 
scnson, a.re inftammable as German tinder. Your 
se1-vn.nt.s and camels pass through, say, an hour 
before you, smoking their pipes and dropping fire 
in all directions. You follow them probably by 
another and neighbouring cut, jogging slowly along, 
thinking of breakfast or whistling for want of othCl" 
occupation. Suddenly a sharp crackling and a loud 
roaring behind you make you prick up your ears ; 
you look round, and see a huge tongue of fiame, 
'playfully attemptini to lick your back. In. a 
fmntic state of niliut you ela.p spun to your steed 
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and, if fear do not deprive it of the use of it.a 
limhs, or if, on the other hand, fear do not urge it 
onward so blindly that the bough of a tree sweeps 
you off its back and stuns you ; if the path before 
you be not bright with red-hot ashes, upon which 
D<' horse will tread; and finally, if the fire fail to 
catch you up behind, or to meet you in front (for 
one of these five contingencies you must be prepared), 
escape ie poseiblc. Vice verad, there will be a 
Court of Inquest. If on foot you probably climb 
some tree, an act of infatuation which many, situated 
as you are, commit; you are esphyxia.ted by dense 
rolling clouds of hot black smoke spangled \rith 
little bit.a of buming straw; the flames are roaring 
for you below ; you leap wildly from your ill
selected place of refuge ; you--

AB, mounting the brow of a hill, we caught 
sight of a line of water inclosed by jungly banks 
still purpling in the imperfect morning light, I 
elevated myself, if you recollect, upon ~y stirrups ; 
I extended my right arm and, with the impressive 
expression of countenance with which an effective 
cicerone standing at the Camaldoli pronounces the 
apophthegm, Vedi Napoli e poi muon, I looked at 
you and exclaimed-

" There, sir, flows the monarch of Indian rivers, 
the far-famed, the classic Indus J " 

Now, a year or two after your ·return home you 
will probably forget le& °"tuaJ,itls of the scene. 
You find it necessary tio suppose facts, you hav~ 
discovered that the Childe-Harold-etyle "goes down" 
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society's throat much more glibly than that of 
:Mathews or Smollett, the querulous and the blasl, 
therefore you will become impressionable, romantic, 
poetical, semi-sublime, et ceteru. 

And one of these days, wh.en my ear det.ect.e you 
(lcscribing to a delighwd lady audience "the strong, 
the overpowering emotion with which I contem
plated the scene of Alexander's glories:" when you 
are caught asseverating that " never before did the 
worship of water or water-gods appear to me so 
excusable, as in observing the blessings everywhere 
diffused by this mighty and beneficent stream,"-

Then I shall whisper in your ear, cc No, Mr. 
John Buli, you did nothing. of the kind. You 
lopked surlily at me when I attempted, by allusions 
to the Chrysorrhoii.s and other life-giving waters, 
to kindle the fuel of enthusiasm latent in your 
bosom ; and you remarked that the river "WBBD't 
broader than the" Thames at Black'all. This you 
corrected to the Thames at Green'ich, and between 
Greenwich and Blackwall you stuck till we reached 
the margin of the stream. Whereupon you swore 
that it was still as a mill-pond; foul 88 a London 
sewer ; shallow, ftat-banked, full of sandy shoals, 
snags, and sawyers ; briefly, an ugly sight: your 
only admissfon was something about a " fine river 
property." Even the lovely Acacias, whose yellow 
locks drooped gracefully over the wave, 88 if they 
were so many Undinea gazing fondly into their 
natal depths, could not force admiration from. you. 

. Jarak is the first town you have seen not built 
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upon the alluvial flat formed by the lndus. It 
occupies the summit of an irregular height, an 
east.em buttress of the KirtMr Mountains (Rd.Id. 
hills), the last of the broken chain along which we 
have travelled. These flat-t.opped mounds genernlly 
rise about one hundred feet above the plain ; and 
their areas vary from fifty yards square to half a 
mile or so. The spur of rock, upon which the town 
is built, forms a headland projecting into the river, 
and thus checks its excursions towards the west
ward. Bumes praiBP..d it highly, and Sir Charles 
Napier long regretted that he had not chosen it, 
instead of Haydambd.d, for barracking his Eqro~ 

The hill-cantonment was slightly fortified ; now 
we can trace only the foundation-lines. You .see 
below the town that hard dry fle.t, composed of sand
stone and covered with a dllnV of iron-ore inat.ead 
of the vegetable mattier one usually expects plains 
to bear. At one time, when garrisons were cheap, 
the place was considered a good positio~ for a large 
de~t ; it oommanda the navigation of the river ; 
it would never want good wat,er and supphes, and it 
is situat.ed in a healthy climat,e nca.r a place of some 
importance, the grand mart to which the wild 
mountaineers of Belochistan resort for pleasure 
and profit. Then J arak became an outpost: the 
garrison consisting in toto of a company of Sepoys 
detached from a regiment at Haydani.baf.d, and 
drilled~ a solitary lieut.enant., " the officer com
manding at Jerruck." Some yeara ago, here also 
was the head-quarters station of the Camel Baggage 
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Corps, a mixture of men and beasts, very efficient 
in time of war, but uncommonly expensive in 
peace, compounded by the conqueror of Sind as a 
se<lative to another complaint· in the constitution 
of the Inclinn army, namely, the inconceivable 
quantity of kit and baggnge with which we are 
popularly supposed to be in the habit of marching. 
\Vhnt. tcniblc things these pet grievances are I 

And nmv " Icho.bod " is written upon J arak the 
solclier is gone and a Deputy-Collector has made it 
his head-quarters : you scEJ his mud bungalow on 
the top of that mound to the west, standing some 
850 feet above the native settlement. 

\Ve have not spent an exciting day. We 
passed an hour or two pleasantly enough in 
directing our spy-glasses at the lads and little 
lasRCs, who were disporting themselves in the 
muclcly waters of the "Classic." After which, we 
walked through the alleys, were barked at by the 
pariah doge, stared at and called Kd.firs by the small 
boys-blessed efFecta of British liberty I-we were 
giggled at by certain painted dames with roguish 
eyes, and we were sedulously avoided by the rest of 
the population. B~t we did not remain long in 
the streets : I know no place where one of your 
thorough-bred continental-English jldneura would 
be more out of gear than in a Young i:gypt 
townlet. 

Descending the westem side of the hill, you 
rema.?ked an attempt at sculpture, a huge mis
sh1&ped form which I informed you was Hanuman,. 
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the Hindu aonkey-god. And I took the oppor
tunity to remark that the worahippem had just 
decorated his countenance with a coat of vermilion, 
not solely for the purpose of rouge, but aa a compli
ment to his baboon -deityship, a practice anciently 
Western as well as Eastem. Then we stood for a 
few minutes to see a native horseman, exercising 
his charger on the plain below ; teaching it to 
bound oft" at full speed when it felt the heel ; to 
atop dead when the rein was drawn, with the best 
chance of injuring it.a back sinews ; to canter over a 
figure of 8, gradually contracting its dimensioDB till 
the quadruped leant over at an angle or 45•; and 
to gallop like mad whilst the owner threw himself 
over the ofF-eide, and, hanging by his left heel to 
the cantle, picked up a spear from the ground. 
Then we retumed home to dinner, and now here 
we are; sitting upon the banks of the Indus, and 
wondering what we are to do next. 

I recollect a somewhat curious· event which 
occurred at J arak, and as it illustrates certain 
Oriental et.ates of mind and phases of feeling which 
you, · Mr. Bull, have long since forgotten, I will 
forthwith recount it to you. Before Sind was. 
thoroughly settled by our bayonet.a, little J arak 
was committied to the sat'ety of one Z- Khan, 
a Persian pretadP.r to the t~ne, who, having 
fted his native country in consequence of an attempt 
at rebellion, tumed oondottiere, and took service, 
with hia troop, under Sir Charles Napier. Receiving 
Olden to garrison the town, the worthy descendant 
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of the ancient Isma'iliyyah 1 at once assumed 
command, issued proclamations directing the timid 
inhabit.ant! t.o board and lodge his men gratis, 
levied a kind of tribute from .i.11 who could pay 
it, unmercifully bullied all who could not, and, in 
short, invested himself with all the outward and 
visible signs of royal rank and dignity. 

Some weeks the Khan spent in his new kingdom, 
leading a life after \Sancho Panza's own heart; 
perhaps exceeding a little in the drinking and 
love-making lines. His followers, following his 
example, "eat~ swilled, and played," till Jank 
became another Nineveh on a very small scale. 
The Beloch, having nothing better t.o do, had 
threat.ened t.o attack it a dozen times or so, but the 
Khan, a Sh1'ah, laughed at their f>ea.rds. Were 
they not hogs of Sunnis ! Had he not dishonoured 
all their mothers ! And had he not done the 
stmngest possible things t.o their father's graves ! 
\Vhose doge were they, that theyshould dare t.o face 
the dea.th-deo.ling scimitar of the Iroonee !I-mouth 
the wonl well. 

A parenthesis I Collect the noted liars and 
l A 1eet tha.t had the power of producing the Olcl Kan of tlut 

Mountain, of whom Ohriatendom hu h-.rd md ...t. IO maoh. 
Hia cutle " Mupd ~· may atill be Hell iD the Northern Li"bana1, 
near and weat of Hiunah (Hamath). No one knon AD)'thing about 
the tribe, whou features proclaim it to be Pe:aian. " Tancnd • 
found it wonhipping ·the _guda of OlJJDpua ; and. the "Aaia 
M:yate'fy," by the Reverend S. Lyde, hu added but little to our 
acanty atock of information. I could not ftnd out whether there 
ii &ny modern lacuna ,.,,,,., of Bum Sabdh, alia8 8af111.h ; o~ AD)" 
tracea of hia Fidaw&, or dilciplea. 

1 &.u, gen..U., pronounced Iroon, Penia; Iroonee, a Paniau. 



boastiers, the Munchausens and Gascons of both 
hemispheres ; I will back the first pure Persian I 
chance to pick up against the whole field. Also, of 
all the clever fellews in the East, they are the 
cleverest :-was .not even the "great Eltiehee " out
witted by some second-rate Persian diplomatist ! 

One evening the Khan had just finished his 
supper, and was preparing for a game of back
gammon or chees, which he was sure to win, as no 
man dared 1io win it from him : the drinking-cups 
and the bottles were ranged in a line before him ; 
the musicians were twanging and howling in a comer 
of the room ; every thing was prepared for a quiet 
"at home;" 

When, all of a sudden, half-mad with fear, rushed 
in an unfortunate Sindi, bringing the intelligence 
thali a body of at" least :fifty thousand Beloch (two 
of the cyphen were as usual de trop) had arrived 
within a mile of J arak; that he himself had seen 
them, and that he had hurried on to give warning, 
lest the Khan and his Rustams should be attacked 
unawarea. . 

Y cm, air, or I, under such ciroumstances, would 
moat probably have tossed to the fellow ~ handful of 
mpeea, and then would have turned out 1io inspect 
the guards, and to make preparations for a set-to; 
-:-poaaibly clispOsitions for a re~t, should such 
measure be deemed advisable. · 

·,., Beiztt that pup of unmarried parents," roared 
the Khan in tremendous wrath ; " here with the 
pole I Where are the rode, Ba1b4-segs (dog-papas)!" 
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their maater at the afl'ront ol'ered to him, we.re 
proportionat.ely active in resenting it. In a second 
the Sindt was on his back ; in ·another his ankles 
wme lashed tight to the at;out Btaft' aupport;ed upon 
two fellows' shoulders, and long before the miout.e 
'W88 over, four atiout ruftiana were " quilting " the· 
unfortunate'& aolea and toes, even 88 upholstierers' 
boys in Italy beat out·the stuSing of old mattresses, 
whilst their master st;ood ejaculating, W ttnn ! 
lV urin ! ! 1 with all the dignity of a Ka jar. The 
Khan wu in no mood to be merciful, and it is a 
common practice among Persians, when you prescribe 
a aound 11ogging, to niake any 9ne who spares the 
suft"erer share his fate. 

'Vhen at length the Sindi had fainted from pain 
and loaa of blood, the Khan was graciously pleased 
to deliver himself of a wave of the hand, which the 
executioners underst;ood t;o signify that a quantum 
mjftc1"t of chostisement had been administered. 

" And what was he beaten for 1 " 
What for? for the abominable crilne of showing 

his belief that child of man could possibly be BO 

audacious as to conceive the project of attacking 
such a personage as the Khan. 

T\\·o hundred yean ago you would not have 
put the question. Let me refer b\lck to the hist;ory 
of your own island for a proof. None will do 

1 "Strike I" The word is Tarkiah, a i..... pnfmncl 'bJ 
the pre181lt ruling family of Penia, who ue Kajar TarJra, GD 

account of it. l8ft18 and cligniled IODOl'OUIDI& 
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better thn.n a short extract from oltl Anclrowe de 
'Vyntounc's "01ygynnloi Cronykil" of Scotln.ncl 
(A.D. 1420). 

\Vhcn Do.vid II., after nine or ten yc~u"R' <'n11tivity 
in so-called cc 1forry Englantl," wai. ran~mctl by 
his nobles, he joumeycd northward, ancl ar1ivcd 
with the slenderest of retinues at Berwick, where 

"Upon the mom, when he 
Should wend till hia counael privy, 
The folk, aa they were wont to do, 
Preued right rudely in thereto : 
But he right suddenly can anace 
Out of a macer's hand a mace, 
Ana said rudely : 'How do we now 1 
St.and atill, or the proudest of you • 
Shall on the head have with this mace! '" 

In the nineteenth century you are disposed to 
think that the "just Kynge Davy" wu guilty of a 
gross outmge, in threatening to crack the polls of 
his subjects, who, after doing so much for, were 
pressing- forward to see and greet, their ransomed 
sovereign ; and· you cannot but wonder how the 
priestly bard brings himself 1io justify his liege's 
violence by this encomium upon the subject of 
cc raduie : " 

11 Baclure in Pri.nct ia a gude thing : 
For, but rad:ara. all gonrniDg 
Shall all timea but deapiaed be." 

In Sind still, as whilome in England, if you do 
not occasionally shake the bit and administ.er a 
severe twitch or two to remind the animal that it 
baa a master, it is sorely apt tO forget the fact, or to 

VOL. I. 15 
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remember it only with tbo intention of changing 
places with liim at the very first opportunity. 

But you hnvc hntl time to.~ury sucb barbarisms 
in oblivion. W'ben llolmmmctl Ali Ptlsbd. of Egypt 
\\·a.'I dying, you "·omlcrcll what c.oulll be tbe use of 
a proclamation which threatened instant hchcu.cling 
to any man that dared assert the ruler was defunct. 
'Ve semi-Orientals perfectly unclc1':'.ltooll the object. 
In many Eastern countril•s, the moment the throne 
becomes vacant all the ccmaillc ancl tn.<tuvais au.jets 
of the different cities, and all the wiltl tribes in their 
vicinity, begin to run riot, to rob, 1·u.vish, and 
plunder, like unApenkablc Turks, tl tort ef 11 trm·ers: 
and the su~SRor to the vn<:&i.nt seat of clignity, 
after probably n. year's hard fighting enlling with a. 
dearly-bought victory, which enablccl him to hliml, 
awl now enables him to pois.on oft~ or othci·whso 
" suicide " o. few uncles, brothers, cousins, rulll other 
kinsmen, has to ino.rcb an army against 11iA own 
subjects, 'vith the unpleasant necessity of clhninish
ing thoir numbers by the axe, the cord, anll the 
stake, and of injuring his revenue by leading a 
host of human locusts through the land. 

However, to conclude my tale of the Khan : 
Scarcely had the wretched. Sind's laccmtcd stumps 
lx.'Cu stuck in a neighbouring dunghill, the 
rocognizetl treatment for the complaint under which 
he was suffering, when down come the Belochs 
upon Jo.rak in the most ferocious and rapacious bf 
moods. Finding no arrangements made to oppose 
thcin, they scaled. the puddle-}'t'l'Bpct, dashed into· 
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tbc town, cut t9 pieces every beardless man 1 they 
met; un<l although they failed to secure the august 
person of the Khan, they did not fail to appropriate 
the contents of his cellar and ho.rem. The potentate 
lost much valuable property in wines and other 
liquor~. It was not till some weeks afterwards that 
he recovered his wives; ancl when he did, he did 
not, somehow or other, appreciate the value of the 
goods in question. 

Jamk is about ninty-ono miles along the roall 
from Kar.icbi. 'V c have now left behind Lb', 
or Lower Sind : this is 'Vicholo, 2 the " ccntml 
region.'' You can feel tha.t we are travelling no1th
wanls ; the air becomes sensibly drier, and more 
biting in the nights and mornings. During the 
surnmer-scason the mid-day heats are fiercer, as 
the last breath of the sea-breeze is exhaled upon 
the plain of J a.ru.k. Many will tell you it reaches 
Haydara.ba.cl : I cannot say that I over felt it, but 
there may be exceptions, especially when the south
west monsoon blows strong. · 

You now sec the Indus in ~e depth of the 
"dries." You can hardly understand the might 
and majesty of it.a flow when in flood. The yeasty 
brown stream seems to double its breadth: it rushes 
down with a rapidity which turns your heo.d fio look 

I YOUDg Penia, lib the Tarlr:iah •lcl:ier.r, pnen.117 .... 
tbebeud. · · 

• Oar popaphen mull7 dbicle the proYin.oe into two putl, 
Upper uul Lower Bind i .the point of demaraation being :&Qeh
bndi, a ~ aitaatecl a few mil• n.onh of ~ The 
nr.tine, with moze topopapld.1 oornota.., cliltili1nde it mt.o 
three diitrict& 
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at it, and when the storm-wind is abroad, the tall 
white-c1-cstcd \\·o.,·cs, the dark swirling eddies, ancl 
the u JtOt-holcs n that pit tbc raging surface, impl'CSS 
you with o. sense of awful power. The biggest 
native bm·ges arc like stm.ws in its dreadful cmhriLCe: 
they are whirled round ancl round iu the maelstroms, 
buffeted by the chopping seas, and tossed by some 
half a dozen gales blowing from as many points of 
the compass, ruclely as were the long ships of the 
:Moeedonian : they are lucky to escape being dashed 
ui>on a shore or swamped by some vicious "Lahar," 
or rapid. J amk Reach, indeed, on account of its 
breath and its exposure, has ~ very bad name With 
navigators. 

Before we leave Jamk I. must point out to 
you the place whence came the Budhist bricks in 
the Municipal Museum of Ko.rd.chi. From the 
rhpcr-bank you can see, about three miles down 
stlcnm, a low, flat-topped hill, overlooking the 
river, close to the vilfagc of Shaykh Takd. The 
country people still preserve the tradition that here 
\VtlH a "KaUir fort," the stronghold of King 
1fonjfra in the clays before the Moslem invasion. 
llr. 'V. Cole, when Deputy-Collector, found, during 
a chance visit, o. large fine-grained brick which in
duced him to trench across the mound. Presently 
he ca.ine upon the top of a wan, and, having cleared 
it down to the level of the hill-surfaee, he opened a 
building about 85! ft. square. The mat.exial was of 
brick, each 151 in. by 9j- .and 21 in.; the counes 
were laid without other cement than the fine mud 
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of the Indus, mixed with some fibrous aubata.D'19. 
The base sh~wed a bold moulding, and at intervaJs of 
six feet appeared square projections, as for pilasters. 
The potteries were in great variety, some moulded 
and others cut when the clay was soft : most of the 
human figures were <lefaced, but the iconoclast had 
not t.aken the trouble to break up the architectural 
ornaments in terra-cotta. From the accounts of the 
Chinese travellem, we should have expected to find 
a vast number of cc Stoupas," or tumuli; such, how
ever, has not yet been the case. The only other 
ruin at present known is the cc ThUl Rukan," in the 
Naushahro District. It is a cylindrical tower" of 
burnt brick, with pilasters and flower-shaped mould
ings, said to resemble certain Budhist remains in the 
Panjd.b. But the people attribute it to J4m Nindo 
(Nizam El-Din), of the Sammd.h dynasty, in the later 
XIVth century, and excavation produced no object 
of interest. And the P&-kar or south-eastern 
district still supports a temple containiiig an idol 
of great sanctity, and much frequented by the Jaina, 
or Victom, 1 the modified Budhists, whose schim:a. 
assumed- a definite shape about our IXth century. 

• Properl7 Jama 01' Jina, and popubrlJ' derinci from Ji, ft>. 
torio1ll. The7 dltll7 the nprem&CJ' of the Goda ; the impiratlcm 
of the V edu (Scriptarel), aud the diatinction of Cute: their 
templel are mown b7 the imapl of their ~~ wlo 
1aaw cf'Oll«l owr, 'ria., from phaomeul life tO ablolute ezi...,._ 



CHAPTER XII. 

KOTBI.-THE R'OIRED INTRENCBED OAJIP--TJIB TWO 

ROADS TO HA.YDARABAD. 

A SKETCH of the history and geogmphy of the 
country! 

No, llr. John Bull. In the first plnce, the sub
jects have been treated by o. host of industrious 
Orient.o.1 students-myself inclucled. Secondly, our 
failures in interesting you, and the per ae deadly 
uninteresting nature of the theme, do imperatively 
forbid my making o.nothcr attempt, at present. 

Oriental history,1 sir, may ·be distributed into 
two categories. The ancient is o. collection of wildly 
imaginative nnc.1 most unn.rtful lc. .. gends o.nc.1 traditiona, 
preserved or invl'ntccl by indivic.luals who were, like 
old Livy's· authorities, 

"for profound 
And 10lid lJing much rellOwned ; " 

and from wh~ mighty mass of dross and mbbish 
no w01·kmo.n less cUDDing than Niebuhr, Arnold, or 

• 1 Tliuae NIDAl'b are intended u a general chancter of Orien&al 
hi1toi•i1i;,rrnph1. The ezceptiona are mauy ; au8lce it· to quote El 
T~b· ; 1. l Feri•htah. 



Oriental History. 231 

:Mommscn, could extract the BJDallest quantity 
of ore. 

The chronicles of the times that range within 
nuthenticity are mo.sses of proper names, connected 
by a string of adventure spun out with peculiar 
fineneas; impartially told, as the most unimportant 
L!VCDts are at least ns di:truscclly detailed, like Victor 
Hu go's later novels, as the most important; abound-
ng in digressions so unskilfully managed that you 

fail to discover when the author starts for, or returns 
'"rom, his by-trip; prolix where they should be con
(·ise, and compendious where minuteness is desirable; 
full of the valueless facts of history ; void oJ. th.e 
valuable philosophy of history, and generally 
deficient in all that higbly-c<lucatcd Europe has 
tletermined to be the " duty of a wise and worthy 
writer of history." 

As an instance : " In short, after the capture of 
~r, the metropolis of the province, u.11 the 
dependent States becoming tranquil, th~ people 
returned to their usual avocations, and felt grateful 
to Mohammed bin Kd.sim. He constitut.ed Hd.rUn 
the son of Kais, the son of Rd.wall, the Asid1, 
governor of Aror, and with the dignity of Ka1zi he 
invested Mtis4, the son of Y n.krlb, the son of Tm, 
the son of Nashhml, tbe son of Ummn, the &kifi ; 
and he constituted Wicld.h, the son of Ahmed the 
Nejdi, commandant of the city of Brahmarulbd.d; 
and he gave the .fort of Ra war to Naubat, the son 
of D4r4z, and the land of K,omh to Bazl, the son of 
Halawi. Then he tumed towards Mult&D, and on 
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his. wo.y arrived at the stronghold called Bd.hijeh, 
whence Kulsur,_ the son of Cho.ndra, the son of 
Silabij, a cousin of ~jo.h D4hir, and his enemy, 
came forth and tendcrecl his ·allegiance. After that, 
they conquered the fort of Sakhar, and left Attah, 
the son of J ulll&-1.hi, to bold it. Then, seizing Multan 
and all it.a dependencies, fort.a, strongholds, and 
other plu.ces, Kd.zimu.b, the son of Abd-el-Malik, the 
son of To.mfm, was left o.t llahpdr ; and Dli.'ud, the 
son of :Musa, the son of \V o.lfd the Hammli.mi, being 
a trustworthy man, was appointed governor of 
Multd.n." . 

Now Brahmand.had-a fancy name by-the-by, 
beco.use the word is ha1f .Sanskrit, half Persian, 
consequently wholly un-Sindian-was ono of the 
principal cities in Sind, and the fortress of llultan 
hns ever been the " key of \V cstern India." Yet 
the author clismisscs them summarily as he does 
unknown Mahpdr or ohscure Bd.hijeh. 

The rhyn1ing annalists {as amongst us in o.ncient 
+· n s, there are poetic historians in the East) may 
ho characterized as a body of court-flatterers, who 
select for their uninteresting e1Fusions some theme 
which sounds musical enough in the prince's ears to 
provoke his liberality. Both, poetic and prosaic, 
are full of such vehement, iterat.ed, and unblush
ing fo.lsehoods, that the pemsal of their pages 
presently becomes a painful task. And, finally, 
there is " fatiguing monotony in the very stuff of 
01-iental history. Invariably some humble hero or 
small statesman, as in the Argentine Republic, 
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raises himself in the world by his good sword, pen, 
or tongue. Either he or his son dethrones an eft"ete 
dynasty and, with the full conaent of the people, 
eonatitutes himself their rightful despot. In the 
course of three generations the new family grows 
old, imitates itB predecessors, and produces nothing 
but a swarm of villains, cowards, and debauchees, 
the last of whom is, with rigid retributive justice, 
in due time dethroned by some other small stata
man or humble hero. And so on. 

The history and geography of Sind in the olden 
time are equally and exceedingly unsatisfactory. 

A mighty contrast with Old Egypt, Young 
Egypt contains few memorials of by-gone 'b.getf, and 
no monumentB of antiquity to occupy whole gene
rations of modem students. Hindu writers are all 
but silent upon the subject, infinit.ely ae it interests 
their race, for whose glories they do not care a 
" brass farthing,'' as Mrs. Bull says. The Moslem 
accounts of it commence in the first century of the 
Hijrah. Concerning the mighty torrent of palaeo
Sanskrit-epeaking peoples which, many generationa 
before our mra, poured from the bleak hills and 
blooming ~eys of Central Asia to deluge the plains 
of Upper llindoatan, nothing but the bare fact has 
descended to us. Perhaps the most importi&nt result 
is that the river gave rise to the term " Indian," 
properly meaning a riverine of the lndus. But 
wonderful ia the history of words. When your 
daught.er recit;es, "Lo, the poor Indian," d l«J., 
ahe little reeks that ahe is applying to the aavagea 
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of the New World the ancient and honourable 
racial nam.~ derived from the river you see before 
you. Ask her how the confusion arose. 

Briefly, between the trips which the Macedonian& 
made down the Sindhu (Indue), in B.C. 326, and the 
march of the Moslem up its banks (A.D. 711), there 
is a hopeless blank of t.en centuries. Though passed 
and repassed by the countless hordes that hurried 
eastward to enrich and enjoy themselves in 

"The land of fatal wealth md charma, • 

not an inscription nor even a stone remains in the 
country to mark a single station. The province_ is 
a eloping surface of silt and 11&.Dd, through which 
the lndue cuts its varying wn.y with a facility that 
passes description. A few feet of brickwork built 
up in tho bed might diverge the stream into another 
channel ; cause the decline and downfall of a 
metropolis and twenty towns ; eonvert a region of 
gardens into a silt desert, and transfer plenty and 
population to what a month before waa a glaring 
wast.e. 

As regards the ancient course of the Lower 
Indue, infinite has been the speculation, the 
theorization, the dissertation, the argument, and 
the contradiCtion upon this much vezed, and now 
most vexatious subject. But list.en to the voice of 
reason, aa proceeding from one Dr. Lord (" Memoir 
on the Plain of the lndua '1 : 

" The river dischargee 300 cubic .feet of mud in 
every second of time ; or a quantity which in seven 
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months would suffice to form an island 42 miles 
long, 27 miles broad, and 40 feet deep; which (the 
mean depth of the sea on the coast being five 
fathoms) would consequently be elevat.ed 1 O feet 
above the surface of the water. Any person who 
chooses t.o mn out this calculation t.o hundreds and 
thousands of years will be able to satisfy himself 
that much may be done by causes at present in 
action towards manufacturing Deltas." 1 

This morning we pass over the long flat which 
occupies the right bank. The country looks less 
barren and desolate ; there are fewer heaps of drifted 
sand, and there is verdure besides that of Eqphorbio., 
Asclepias, Parkinaonia, Capparis, Tamarisk, and wild 
Indigo. We acknowledge the presence of fields : 
little square plot.a, in lines of raised clay, to contain 
and distribute the fertilizing fluid drawn up by the 
Persian wheels from the canals and cuts that branch 
off from the main stream. At this season only the 
stumps and stubbles of maize and millet,, wheat and 
barley, stud the hard, dry ground. But large scat
tered villages dot the plain, and the inhabit.ant.a look 
healthy and well-doing, compared· with the pallid, 
squalid; meagre wretches in the Delta, who after 
every sentence complain of "Ghano Tap" (much 
fever). 

To-day's eneamping ground is execrable, close to 
an expanse of ribbed sand and slimy pools whence 

1 '!'he IOiid matter kaDlpoftec1 h7 the ·Nile ia oompated at 2'0 
millions of aahio Jllda per mum,, or ui area of 9 11quue milel 
IOWWok. 
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l.he wat.en of the inundation have just :retired, and 
fo.r enough from any village to prevent our pneuring 
what man need never want in this comer of the 
East-milk. We must endure·the discomfort as we 
best ean. 

There, Mr. John Bull, lies our destination, Kotri, 
the "fortlet." Formerly it was a thick tope (grove) 
of date-trees, clothing the right bank of Father 
lndua. It had a small mud-enccsinte for the defence 
and the protection of stores, one of those atraight
eurtained, round-towered, glacis-Ieaa things, under 
whose walls was dead-ground enough ~ a coliple 
of regiment.a to dine in perfect safety. It had a 
habit of falling, too ; the saltpetre, in the sun-dried 
brick, ruins buildings as quickly as those Lilliputian 
miners the white ant.a, or the teredo namlia in the 
Lower Indus. This was the chief station of the old 
Indus Naval Flotilla, a branch of the Indian Navy, 
or Bombay Marine, appropriated t.o the navigation 
of the river whose name it bean. Consequently, 
a few scattered bungalows were run. up by the 
of1icera, and a foul b4m- of mud-hum, 1ihatched 
with i:Oul palm-leaves and crowded with foul 
nativ.es, supplied the wanta of the small ftat
bottiomed steamer-fleet ancho:ted to the bank. 
There was no Traveller&' Bmigal.ow, 8a 11811&1. in 
those days, where these ~ for the destitut.e 
were moat wanted ; and the neceaaity of pikhing 
tent.a added t.o the discomfort of arl'i.val at ao-ealled 
civilized placea. There were compt.driota within 
~; there was a. library, a billia:rd-room, a me., 
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an acquaintance or two ; there w~ petticoats as 
opposed to "Gbagris" (native skirts); but how 
were we to leave our canv~-homes t The place was 
somewhat advanced ; consequently, it was literally 
full of plunderers. Even the housebreaker was not 
unknown, and a whipping-scene generally opened 
the day. 

Now mark the dffferentia, and not.e how the 
.Railway, the Steamer, and the Telegraph have 
overshadowed everything in these places. The 
northern bank has been fronted with a masonry 
quay, along which the rails run, with a dwarf 
wooden pier, and with Ghats, or flights qf lapding
steps. The most noteworthy buildings are the station, 
whiclt--is to be en:Rged, the goods-sheds, and the 
tall tower of the water-tank. The two huge telegraph
maslB for the aerial line ·are our landmarks from 
afar: their elevation, 150 feet, was expected, but fails, 
to ""keep the wiles clear of "country" -yard-arms. The 
Indus Flotilla, now entitled the " ~ind, Panjab, 
and Delhi Bailway Stea.men," proudly bear their 
own :flag, a red cross upon a whit.e ground, and are 
provided with an excellent floating dock worked 
by hydraulic pl'eB8Ul'e-you see that huge ruddy 
hull, contrasting with the, white paddle-boats ! 
The few bungalows hava been multiplied or 
enlarged for offices. The dirty bd.zar is a tolerably 
cleanly afFair, away from the ·river, and lining 
ltfiyUd .Road ; it contains the usual trio of requi
sites : the pa»,a market (brick and mort.ar), the 
Kad4r, or petty judge, and the Faujchtr, u. native 
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chief of ·police.. There is a neat Travellen' Bun
galow, where, they say, you are served by the 
Goanese measman with a decent dinner. :Mr. Edulji 
keeps a boarding-house and "billiard-room but, 
unfortunatiely, it is also a liquor-al.lop, much 
frcquent,ed by railway-guards, engine-driven, and 
so forth. There is a band-stand under the trees 
on the river-bank, and there are two fine 
spacious gardens which\ yield excellent fruit, Sowers, 
and vegetables-here we speak of the "mango 
crop." One belongs to .Mr. A. Wilkins, Superin
tiending lndU8 Flotilla ; the other to certain 
Banyans, who resent intrusion by _demanding 
" bakhshish ; " the latter, of cburae, prefer something 
that pays-onions and greens, for instance-to the 
vanity of flowers. 

The old British fort has been provided with a 
front-verandah, and converted into a civil hospital : 
the towen of the back-pa.rt are level with the 
ground, and the new part of the building contains 
the stores of the lndus Flotilla. We will visit it, 
despite the absence of Dr. Keelan, to inspect a 
spirit-specimen of the famous Biscobra, the Chan
dangd of Gujmt, gencmlly called· the poisonous 
lizard ; ~e Sincli " Khaun " opp~ to the harm
less " Gohfro,''. or Monitor, and to the " Gfioi," or 
common lizard of the sand-hills, the latter eaten by 
some castes. Th1s lacerta varies from 8 to 1 O 
inches in length; the head is distinctly ophinc, 
and its triangular flatness, combined with the thin
nesa of the neck, mimics the Thanatopbiilia : the 
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succedaneum for a tail ia a knobby knot much 
like a Bm&1l gherkin. The young are patched white 
and purple ; after maturity they become a muddy
green and buft: The Biscobra ia ao rare that m&nJ 
old .Anglo-Sindis have never seen one : it usuallj 
haunta rubbish-heaps, old stables, and deaerted. go
doWDB. La.tiely three were found in the Kotri-fort. 
There is a curious coincidence in the Bt&temenm 
that ita bite ia certa.m death. Captain Hutclii»AQn, 
commanding the L F. S. 8. F'l"flre, wured me that 
a boy had lately died four hours after the wound, 
and Colonel Beville also believed in a similar event 
in Gujratt. The specimen examined in· the Civil 
Hospital ahOW'ed what seemed to be fangs ; but 
they were very small, and apparently 11nadapted to 
drain a large poison-bag. 

Kotri, having its two Churches, Catholic 
and Prot.est&nt ; Government School, Library and 
:Mechanics' Institute; Travellers' Bwigalow and 
Municipal Garden; Civil Hospital a.lid "lock up," 
now politely termed "subordinate jail ; " Dha.mm-
8'14, or lodging for native travellers, and Dh&k, or 
cattle-pound, a civilized institution found in every 
part of our Province, at length aspires to reach . 
a 8anitarium. The rough roacl to the North is 
swept by an almoat constant gale, objectionable 
for descending steamers; and at Galiun, on the 
left bank, the village at the head of t.lie new 
Phul~li, some four and a half D).ilea up-stream, a 
floating-h0spital might offer a certain change of 
air •. ··During the south-weatiem monsoon the Be&-
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breeze there is strong and. regular, whilst it fails at 
Haydanbd.d. Indeed, there seems to be no reason, 
save medical crochets about fever and freshets, why 
the whole camp should not have been built upon 
this charmingly picturesque reach, some 1800 feet 
wide, formed by the left bank of Father lndus. 
No one feared agues at the old Residency ; and the 
stone-pitched river-wall has been found sufficient to 
keep out the :floods, which are far more recloutable 
at Kotri. Popular report declares. that next to Dfsa,, 
Haydambd.d is the least sickly station in W estem 
India ; but the latt.er now never numbem 300 
whitie faces,· and, if not fatal on paper, itB glaring, 
glittering, glowing site upon a yellow ridge of arid, 
barren, naked rock, swept by a furnace blast, that 
threatiens heat-apoplexy, renders it one of the 
moat uncomfortable in the Province. 

There is little improvement in the morality of 
Kotri. The Sindi has preserved all his hereditary 
tastie for petty larceny ; and when he or BOme 
impudent Hindi breaks into your house, the Deputy
Collector, far from daring to ftog hiin, will "give 
him seven days" -whereat he inwardly chuckles. 
On the other hand, the steam-ferry is a great change 
for the better. Formerly there was a boat, which, 
after poling up-stream and being carried far down 
by the eurrent, landed you at the "Entrenched 
Camp." The scene. of embarkation gave rise to 
many a comedy of riding and baggage beasts. Some 
of. the hones hopped into the conveyance readily aa. 
Icelanders; many required a .rope to the foreleg, and 
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a long pole applied by two boatmen to •the hind
quarters of the recuso.nt, till it had nothing to do 
but to fall upon it.a nose or spring into the boat. 
The camels were embarked from an inclined earth
plane leacling to the water's edge ; they fought 
hard till four men hauled away at the :rope tied 
Mund the fetlock of the near arm, whilst a dozen 
pushed and hammered at the rear. With ten 
beasts this part of the play usually wast.eel fom 
ho111'B. 

The old ferry lasted till 1854:. Now there is a 
steam-barge, annually leased out on con~ .and 
commanded by a Parsi captain, and at the civil
ized wooden and matted bridge, even a wild camel 
would hardly boggle. Instead of landing you oppo
site the ex-Agency, whence a dusty, rutty slip of 
plain, called a road, led to Haydambd.d, you are 
disembarked straight opposite Kotri ; and here 
you find the conveniences of two ~erry.st.ages, 
a le8t -house, and a carriage-shed. The clump of 
mud-booths and hovels is the old Gfdd jo Tudo, 
now raised to the rank of Gfdli Bandar; and 
hence the favourite evening ride and drive, a 
fine paJ:m road, with abundant mile-atones, and 

· c1r treble avenue of trees, mostly Nfm deposits 
you, after three miles and a half, in camp. 
Barouchea-and-paira by the dozen await the anival 
of ateamera : the main objection to them is the 
umighteous UM of the whip; the Janey genus 
is bad enough at Bombay; ·here it is pernicious 
bad. You find aome incoherence in the curious 
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contmst of civilization and semi-barbarism : a Lon
don carriage degraded int;o a hackney, antl filled 
with Banyans in tho uncle(Ulcat cottons, who pay 
a few coppera Cor the privilego of mimicking tbc 
ruling race. But, as you say, A'len was wol'RO. 

For the aake of auld laug ")"De we must ,·isit 
the Agency and old road. I last saw the fo1mer in 
1849: it was then a humble building, somewhat 
in the form of a six-dozen clan•t-eheat, magnified 
and white-wuhecl ; with n. barren court-yanl on 
the east, and a garden, grove, nnd sundry 11mall 
bungalowa to the south. Now it is a dismal ruin, 
with nothing standing but a shell of inner hall ; the 
spectacle takes away my breath. The outer wall, 
which, loop-holed and banquette'd, hod driven oft" 
the host of Beloch swordsmen headed by llfr 
Shd.hcUd, is level with the onion-growing ground, 
and the whole ~mpound baa become a neglect.eel 
grove of sombre Babtila. Who would fancy that 
the defence of that wall by the Light Company of 
H.M'a. 22nd !Wgiment, under Captain Conway, 
directed by Major Outram, had ever given rise to 
a treo.tiae on the defence of field-fortifit·:diona ! 
81lrt'ly it would be well, even at tho expenao of 
a fow l"U}M.'l'=', to keep up a place to wbieh eo many 
and such inighty memories cling I Our utter want 
of sentiment in this matt.er is not honourabfo to ua, 
Ur. John Bull, and, aa far aa Bind is concemt•d, our 
main wort""haa hitherto .. been that of adding modem . 
t;o ancient ruins. 

Behind the Agency stands, or mthcr leans, the 
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large bungalow built by the late Captain Stack, one 
of the worthies of the Province, who, after long 
years of hard labour, published the first Anglo
Sindian Dictionaries, one of them containing aome 
12,000 worlla.1 The Agency-bt\z'r baa c~ it.a 
name to Mir Khan Lori jo T4ndo, as if to show 
how speedily Sind can recover from the stranger's 
transient rule. The late Hasan Ali, one of the 
Tolpur Amfm, had established himael( with garden, 
villa, and dispensary, close to the scene of conftict 
which began the ruin of his race. And the only 
building in a fair at.ate of preservation is the small 
whit;ewaahed block of masonry which eol'el'B ·the 
descent of the underground-wires-this, also, ia 
typical of the times. . 

The old road forms by far the more picturesque 
approach to Haydar4b4d. It begins with a pair of 
glorious fig-trees, surrounded by broken-down atone 
benches : I was not wrong, you see, air, in fore
casting {1850) that "the trees, if watered, and not 
eatien by goats, will shadow the next generation;" 
they have now grown to a thin f~t of tar.iia.rind 
and ~oaa. The appioach to the a-capital is highly 
characteristic. Emerging from the grove, and the 
·network of canals and wa.t.ercounea which thread 
straggling crops of thorns and cc me-plants," we see 
on the left a spur of the ridge crowiied by a round
towered and rain-streaked tort, the work of the 
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Kalh6raa ; inaide it a long flight of admirably 
~tucco'd at,eps leads to .the gaudy shrine of Shah 
lll•kkd.i, with it.a -lattice-work of blue tilt.._ He 
\\"1&8 a native of lleccal1, as· his name dcnotiCS ; 1 

bu came, about A.D. 1260, from Herat to Sind, 
tluring the days when a KMir Prince mlcd 
NC1'11llkot, or Hnytlar.11nltl, anti be has left a large 
pfObreny of So.yyitlai U}M>ll lntlus' banks. I am 
rejoiced to see that the good ol<l saint hnK not 
yet been "improved off." The tiger has l~ft an 
empty cage ; but the cluat.er of houses at the foo~ 
still turns out loud clamourers for Oheri11w1·i1 the 
loeal "Bakh•hish." Further on to the right you pass 
the burial-ground, which contl;t.ina so many of ihe 
78th Highlanders and the 86th Royal Irish : after 
the fashion of the country, it is divided into Catholic 
(East) and Protatant (West): moreover, it is in a 
moat' disreputable state ; many of the tombs, tilted 
up by weather and the jackal, are utter ruins, and 
the mceinte ahowa as much gap aa wall The 
general aspect of ind~t neglect will, we hope, 
make aome one take up arms in ita defence. The 
contrast ol this UDBeemly state of things with the 
Engliah cemet.ery at Goa, kept in t\Jcellent order by 
the Portuguese, is not flattering to national pride. 
Here the fort; looks it.a beat, and here we ued to 
ent.er by a aally-port which is now closed. 

Tire modem IC Bellasia Road," 80 called after & 

I Kr. :8: B. ~ ii olMr17 ia erlOI' WJam IJe -9 
(11111ft1'1 JlaDdbook, p. 8) that "8JaA JfUMi WM IO .Ued 
~Jail ... made emnl pUpimlcel to MybJa • 
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meritorious ofti.cer lately deeeued, runa from Gidd., 
and baa also it.a novelties. The :first which strikes 
us is the aqueduct, raised upon a long line of arches, 
a "survival of the unfittieat," an obsolete ayst;em 
which we once believed had not e.X1iended beyond 
the classical and the medieval ages. :Mr. Robert 
Brunton, C. E., must surely know his bu&inesa beat; 
but has he never heard of a Kariz t We can hardly 
conceive why the water was not taken from a 
higher horizon up-stream. The coat would have 
been increased ; on the other hand, three pumping 
engines are a serious and permanent drawback. 
Still, a bad aqueduct ia better than none, ltnd the 
ex-capital of Bind will be supplied with pure drink 
long before the actual capital On the right of the 
road ia a 'huge compound, the Insane Asylum, built 
by, and called aft.er, Mr. (now Sir) Kowasji Jehangir 
Readymoney, opened in July, 1871, with eight 
wards for natives and one for Europeans, besides 
officer&' qua:rter&, hospital, and work-sheds. Scan
dalized by it.a size, we are somewhat consoled. on 
hearing that this madhouse, formerly at Lark4Da, 
is int.ende.d for all the cracked brains ~f Sin<l, not 
for a city-cum-camp numbering only 35,000 hea<l. 
Where the road forks into three, we turn to the 
left, aacend a sharp pitch, and :find ourselves upon 
a· ridge, once a waste, where the straggling lines for 
the troops, and the bungalow of the Collector, !JlY 
old friend Colonel Bathbome, once Mtood ; now it ia 
a large and regularly laid out camtonment. The 
markedly. new features are the stiff church of St. 
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Thomas, turned aakew to front east and west ; the 
huge Kacheri (court-house), with the short walls 
facing north and south; the whit.e-wuhed Travel
Jers' Bungalow; the large Telegraph-compound; 
t'he substantial lines of the lat Beloch Regiment, 
and the "Munaift"s" office, two Gothic pent-houses 
-what Fury has ext.ended this horror to long
suft'ering Bind !-looking exactly like the porter's 
lodge of some pret.entious suburban villa. You are 
now at Hayda.mb4d-the habitation of Haydar, 
the Lion. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

BAYDARJ.B.An-J'ORT-TOJIBS AND TOWB. 

HAYDABABAD, the ex-capital of Bind, occupies the 
central length of a Doab, or riverine islet, formed by 
the Indus, ftowing three and a half miles to the 
west, and by one of its multitudinous branches, the 
Phuleli, n. mile and a quarter eastward. The site 
of the city is n knouhy riclge of limestone, a 
"Mukattam," called the Ganjd. hills, some thirteen 
miles long, and trending parallel with ·the river, 
north and south ; they rise a few feet aoove the 
silty alluvial plain, and here and there they break 
int.o dwarf cllif's ; you see the middle length at the 
Parsi Dakhmeh ("Tower of Silence") and the 
·northern. end at the tombs of the Kalh6ra kings. 
The fancied advantage to be derived from com
manding ground probably pointed it; out in ancient 
times as a proper place for a stronghold ; its pagan 
name waa Nerun-Kot or Nerun'a Fort; 1 the city 
was built by· Ghuh1m Shah Kalhdra in A.D. 17'68, 

1 Jlun.7 ia in em>r (p. 483) when Jae makes i' lf~ or 
"Water-fort.• 
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and it fell int;o our p>wer immediat,ely after the 
battle of Miyd.ni, February 17, 1848. 

The Kila'ah, or fort, stands upon . a spur of the 
long narrow ridge which carries the city. It.a form 
ia an irregular oval, about three qua.den of a mile 
round, and containing some thirty-six acres. Tt.: 
cmcei11te is composed or tall crumbling revetment.a of 
ill-baked brick,. thick at the base, thin at the crest, 
and resting int.emally\ against earth piled upon the 
natural rock. No angles, no outworks save engaged 
round-tiowen, and few embrasures for large guns. 
The spear-headed battlement of Persia runs along 
the crest to shelter matchlockmen, and these mm
parta coquet• are rendered Useless by the surface 
being broken into half a dozen spiky projections. 
Down the height of the wall are long apertures which 
our Iranian neighboun call Damaigheh (nostrils); 
they act 88 drains and loopholes combined, and 
their peculiarities are the crossbars of whimwashed 
masonry, generally numbering five. The defences 
appear 88 if a few rounds of grape would level 
"them with the plain: an appeamnce the reveme of 
deceitful, this boasted stronghold of the boastful 
Talpur being one of the weakest of the atrung
looking fortresses in our corner of Asia. On the 
no1th aide the citadel was separated from the city 
hy a moot forty ft.>\?t broad-not forty yards 88 Dr. 
Heddle made it-o.nd the bridge led t;o 011e of those 
pervenely-intricate main-gamwaya whose bastions 
and semicircular curtains have always yielded to 
a· coup de main. This part ia well preserved, and 
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the po.vilion capping the inner to\ver is a. favourite 
point with photA>gmpbcrs. 

The Fort formed at once the place of defence, 
the treasury, and the residence of the native rulere. 
The int.crior was a limite-1:ille, with a promenade 
round the rampart.a; a densely crowded town of 
wynds, cul de sacs, aild narro\v, crooked lanes; 
squarelete and guards ; Darbare and mosques, lines 
and barracks, Palaces and dwelling-houses, harem 
and stables. Many of the tenements, whilome the 
abodes of royalty, were spacious, and were made 
comfort.able enough by the conquerore, especially 
after glass windows, here required for the cola season, 
were added to the wooden shutters. 

The ground-plan of Haydard.b4d Palace was laid 
out as follows. You entered by ·a dwarf door, more 
gencmlly by a doorway without a door, opening from 
a narrow impa888 into a quadrangular courtyard ; 
on your right was the private Musalla, or chapel, 
a low wall subtended by a stucco'd floor: 9pposite 
stood the stables ; on the left rose the kitchen, the 
servants' huts, and the offices, while the body of 
the house monopolized the fourth side. The dwell
ing-place consisted of _ a deep verandah, resting 
on wooden pillara and fronted by a· chunam'd 
panpet : the men's, or public and state rooms, met 
you as you ente.:ed; those of the Zend.nah, the 
Harem, aa you call it, were under arrest behind 
them : low doom connect,cd the several items, and 
the interior was pmpoaely made as dark as possible, 
to ~mper glam and to secure privacy. Some apart-
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ment.a were lined with gypsum and elaborat.ely deco
rated with coloured arabesques, somewhat in the 
style of our stencilling ; the " painted chamber" in 
l\lir Sh£hdd.d's house still shows the meeting of 
Ranjit Singh with Lord Lake ; and Major Outram 
yet sit.a drinking with his wife. The tinting gave 
n pseudo-Moorish look to the intierior, and in the 
richest ho118eR, the ceilings, with their large raft.ere, 
were lacquered, painiied, and heavily gilt. Some 
of the rooms were revetiied, like dairies, with 
painted tiles from Hd.la and Multd.n. The inner 
walls held a number of Tak, or niches, the cup
boards and safes of the East, and when I first saw 
them, in 1845, they were not o. little dilapidated. 
The Amirs and their courtiers,· taken by surprise at 
the results of Miymi and Dabba, hastily box'd and 
buried, more A.siatico, their gold ingot.a and jewels 
under the thresholdS, in the house-walls, and in other 
places which a west.em would seldom visit with the 
hope of finding treasure. This secret, becoming 
generally known, caused abundant harmless excite
ment among the conquerers: Europeans as well 
as natives did little, for the first six months, but 
diligently rap with staves every foot of stucco, to 
judge by the sound whether the spot was hollow, 
and consequently worth the trouble of breaking 
into. There were, I believe, a few finds which did 
not reach the hands of the prize-agents. 

Let us now ascend, by one of its two winding 
s~ the central Burj, or Thlil, that tall round 
wat.ch-tower which first announces the Fort. You 
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are 1truck by the resemblance of the view with 
the well-known panorama of the Oairene citadel. 
We 1tand upon the limestone range, a counter
part of J ebel :Mukattam, and look westward over 
a river ilowing upon a meridian. Beyond the 
mud-built city, the new town representing the 
Ezbekin:eh, and the port-village, here Gid'd, there 
Bubtk, the tawny Indus, no unworthy brother of 
Father Nile, runs through its valley of glorious 
fertility, a dense line of the darkest verdure. 
Westward beyond the ribbon of greenery crouches 
the RegistU, the "sand-land," the Desert; of leonine 
hue Hushing rosy in the rising sun-rays,. and 
absolutely recalling the wild, waste Libyan shore. 
Here and there it is spotted with a conelet and 
a rock-buttress, keeping the bed from wandering 
westward, and realizing the Koranic idea-.El
jibdlu autfltl-the hills are t.ent-pegs, v.iz., to pin 
down FMth. Even the minutim correspond after 
a fashion. The big round tower, the "native " 
M&Ceinte, and the arched aqueduct are features 
common to both, while the ruinous mausolea of the 
Kalh6ra princes remind you of the desolate tombs 
of the Mamhik Kings. Even though Pyramids are 
wanting, the battle-fields of :Miyd.Di ed DabW, 
visible on clear mornings, remind you of the far. 
famed Napoleonic victory. You have aeen, and 
you will see, many points of resemblance between 
the valleys of the Indus and the Nile, but none, 
perhaps. so 8triking aa this. Yet national pride 
again baa a fall ; Nature is the same in both, but, 
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nlas for our \vorks of art I Egypt is governed by 
her own people, Bind by the careless stranger. 

The windmill-like bastion .of huge proportions, 
on which we at.and, was erroneously supposed to 
have been the treasury of the Amfrs ; now it bean 
n. flag-mast and four guns, and around it are the 
mins, dating from 1857, when the int.erior was 
cleared. Within tbe nortbem entrance, the 
" painted chamber" has become a St.a.t.e prison, 
containing Sayyid Sd.Iim of Mnskat, and opposite 
it, another antiqua d0t11iU8 is condemned to a 
similar destiny. Near them are a quart.er-guard, 
turned into a library and faced by two guns, and 
a tank, of paHa masonry, ~till building. The 
whole of the western extremity is occupied by a 
huge arsenal of brick and tile, a circle· broken into 
sixt.een angles, and. ~owing an int.erior of magnifi
cent distances. It still contains eome of those 
marvellous J acob's rifles, four-grooved, and provided 
with a kind of rapier-bayonet ; and Captain Burgess, 
R.A., who is in charge, will show us a curious 
blade, probably French, made at Haydan.bd.d in 
tbf3 Dekhan, whose trade-mark somewhat resembles 
that of famed Andrea di Ferrara. 

With the ~xception of a guard-house at th~ gate 
and a few trifling remnantB, the re8t of the tern 
pleine is a deeolate broken surface, a field of grisly 
ruins, 1thowing where we have pulled do~ and not 
rebuilt. I could hear no~ of the large pit, 
or pit.a. sunk in the eolid rock, like Joseph's Well 
in the Cairene citadeL T~ere was a eomething · 
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remarkable in their semblance, and the Sindia, 88 

is the wont of barbarians when anything natunl 
or artificial strikes the eye, assigned to them a 
highly fanciful origin. These are the works of 
demon hands, shafts sunk in the rock at a time 
when an idol-womhipper was Lord of Nerun-kot, 
for the fell purpose of incarcerating Shah Mekkd.i, 1 

alias Mall Mahmlid, Mohammed the Brave, that 
holy personage whose mortal remains rest in yonder 
south-western shrine. 

W c now issue by the Northern Gate, and follow 
the Td.hir-Bd.zar-.Road, which skirt.a the native town. 
This thoroughfare has on the left a masonty drain, 
and t.o the right the naked limestone foundation 
of the citadel, especially conspicuous about the old 
wicket. Ancient Haydambaid contains nothing 
worth describing. It is a ma:es of terraced mud
houses, with here and there a dome, a minaret, 
a bit of 'bU&r, or a heap of ruins. The principal 
habitations are double or many-etoreyed structures, 
extensive 88 t.o area, with naked, glasslese windows, 
placed jealou.ely high, and with . dependent court
yards carefully invested, like Bomersetehire fields, 
by stiff-looking walls of puddle. The improve
ments are the disappearance of many pent-roofed 
hovels, and the exchange of dark, narrow, dusty 
or muddy alleys for broad streets, which, however, 
catch the sun, and harbour the wind. 

Amongst . the things of the past are the tall 
1 117 ant edition fumiabed. what llU1'1'&7 calla (p. W) "a 

hullcn1la ad apochrJphal lepnd about thil 'tt'OftllJ." 



flag-st&ves : when a brother officer forwarded home 
certain sketches for publication, the artist kindly 
provided them with yards and sails. Almost all 
the tenements boast of verand&.hs, and here we are 
deep in the region of ~&d-gire, or wind-catchers. 
You eee, on every roof, these diminutive screens 
of wattle and dab, forming acute angles with the 
hatches over which they project. Some are 
movable, so as to be turned t.o the south-west 
between Mo.rob and the end of July, when the 
monsoon set.a in from that quarter. The wind, 
rushing down a passage in the wall, eniiem the room 
by a slit on· a level with the ftoor: in England you 
are still studying " Tobinization/' that is, how not t.o 
let in the cold heavy draught just under the ceiling, 
where it pre~s down and thickens the. impure stra
tum. 'V c have learned much from barbarians, Mr. 
John Bull: the suspension bridge is nothing but the 
swinging cradle of Peru and the Himald.yan Jh"dla, 
or twig-bridge. Yet there is one great drawback 
in these " brceze-catchem " : during boisterous 
weathl'r they make your di>micile a dust-hole. 
Hnydar.1bd.d is not far north enough to know the 
luxury of Tah-khd.nd.s, or underground-rooms, where 
you ma.r pass_ the awful length of a summer' day 
dozing oa coolly and comfortably ,_ if you were 
on the Rhine or in the Pyrenees. You will see 
them fimt at Shikaf.rp"dr. 

Except in the main thoroughfares, old Haydar
d.Md will show us little or no bustle ; and as we 
ride through it, the people, long aecustomed to the . 
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presence of Europeans, scarcely glance at the "Ba1'," 
or endemic calamity, to whose horrors habit has 
hardened them. Anonyma knows that it is vanity 
to beckon us ; the Fakirs have learned the fallacy 
of begging from us ; the cum have forgotten to 
bark at us, and even the juvenile population does 
not taunt us with Infidelity. Every here and there 
we see a Beloch soldier ehaft"ering at a stall, and 
an officer's servant sauntermg about in the luxury 
of indolence ; but the numbers have sadly fallen 
oft', and I suspect that the Haydambd.dis would 
willingly see more of us. 

We .resume our drive along the Tdhir-Bdmr
Road: I am ~und for my old home, and, if you 
will accompany me, you shall not, sir, be over
troubled with reminiscences. Here novelties meet 
my eyes at every turn. The foul old Kangan
Klutdi. tank, the" crow-eaten," a favourite name in 
Bind, generally kno:wn as the ·"town tank," was 
a rough, unartifi.cial pool ; an energetic municipality 
has made it a pretty pier.a of water, 60 yards broad 
and 400 long, crossed by a pair of bridges, flanked 
by two Ghats (flights of steps), and evidently a 
favourite place for gardens and country-houses. A 
little beyond it lies the PhuMli, half-river, half
canal, the latter, in Bind, having been originally 
~nstructed to resemble, as much _ as possible, the 
natural watei:eourse. From the bridge we look 
northward at . the fork where the newest cutting 
joins the oldest : as _the water and boat.a ahow, it 
now flows all the year round ; yet the people have 
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had the sense to conserve the grand " Tamdahai.," 
or jollification, which greeted the first appearance of 
the ftood in the merry month of May. On the right 
side also, a fine Ghat has been built, and the trees 
are thick an<l shady as of yore. 

The avenued road now leaves the prim police
station to the right ; we turn off left, and aft.er a 
few yards, or a total of a mile and a half from the 
fort, we enter old Mohammed· Khan's Td.ndd., 1 or 
walled-village, which has now taken the ~e of 
Kar~ Ali Bd.in. It still boasts of two gateways, 
t.lic innm- divided from the outer by a turn to the 
left and another to the right, but half the external 
door lies on the ground, and Time, besides defacing 
the stencilling, and carrying off the p&intied tiles, has 
pierced a dozen gateways in the walls. At the 
second door we rattle the huge cylindrical padlock 
of iron to warn away the women; and the old man 
\vho guards the place objects to our entering: he is 
easily so.tisfied by an expfo.nation and a rupee. 

'Vhat a change within I Some twen·ty-nve 
natives, i:v.ostly negresses, haunt the houses which 
lodged our corps. The mess-house, to which so 
many recollections attach, still stands, thanks to 
its fou1utation of baked brick ; but the front is 
couvmted into an open stable for human beings. 
Hc1rc lived the act.ors in the famous " Phul6li 
Regn.tta ; " there W- hatched all the troubles 
which prevented us feeling too happy. Yond81'! 

1 Not to H conf011Ddecl with the better known "Kohammecl 
Xhaa-W ~" ~ mile9 eouth-eut of .S.,dadh6d. 
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is the house which fell down, nearly crushing it.a 
in.mate and his MUDBbi ; the fireplaces are still half 
:&lled up, and the floor is grown with Yawdai, or 
camel-thom. How small and mean are the dimen
sions which loom so large in the pictures stored 
within the brain. Here T- played Peeping Tom 
upon his father and mother-in-law ; there B
temporarily buried the "young person" when the 
police-master gave orders to search the house. 
How strange arc the tricks of Memory, which, 
often hazy as a. drco.m about the most important 
events of man's life, religiously preserves the merest 
trifles I And how very unpleasant to mee~ one's 
Self, one's " _Dead Self," thirty years younger I 

Adieu~ old home I I sboll not perhaps see you 
again, but it is not in my power ever to forget you. 

* * * * * 
We will change the scene, and drive to those 

distant domes of glittering white which you saw from 
the fo1-t-rampo.rts. On the way, remark t~t hollow 
in the ground where the bricklo.yers are at wol"k ; 
it will fill during the inundation, and the contAmts 
will fester alo"!lY under a torrid sun, whilst the 
north-eastern winds will convey the o.roma to city 
and camp. In my day Haydard.ba:td was literally girt 
by these sheets of water, the remnants of the last 
aununer-flood ; beo.utifully verdant above, thick as 
hone-ponds below, resting on beds of ~y mire, 
and walled by banks of dark purple mud.. They 
are mostly nboliahed, a.nd the dangerous pool t.o the 
north-weet o( the fan is now being lined with 

YOL. L 
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masonry. No wonder that the churchyards of Bind 
were ao feart"ully full, oonsideriug the short time 
that populated them. At Ka.rd.chi the eorpees of 
camels were allowed to poiaon ·the air, 88 if a little 
more death were really wanted. Thath4 W'88 a 111818 

of filth ; and Haydar4b4d,, Sakhar, and Bhikd.rpm 
had their miasma-breeding pools 88 cloae to the 
walls 88 any aubalt.ern, sighing for ., a bloody war or 
a sickly 8C880D," could desire. Something baa been 
done in the paramount matt.era of drainage and 
clcanlineaa ; atill there is much to do. Witueaa 
Haydan1b4d and her brick-pita, and Kar4chi with 
her fctid Chfni backwater, and without her canal 
from the Indua. 

We pass over familiar ground made unfamiliar 
by change. I recognize the old artillery lines and 
the billiard-l'OODl, but not that fiahmarket, nor the 
aln.ughter-houae, built far more itrongly than the 
Ho.ydard.Wd fort. That is John Jacob'a houae, 
upon which he spent Ra. 20,000, and which he 
aold for a song ; who but he would have front.eel 
it east a11d west, thrown out thoae l'Olllld tower&, 
and have chosen a graveyard 88 the site of his 
home! Again the huge encein~ of mud-wall, 
the deep weµ, and the long aqueduct "·hi.-h llr. 
Gillespie expect.ed to carry water up-hill ; all these 
features of the enormous jail are utterly new. 

And now we are at the t.ombe of the kinp, 
Kalh6ra and Talpur. They lie upon the furthest 
extremity of the Ganjd. ndge, and one glance tells 
you that t1ioee t.o the north are fine old worb, 
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whilst the southern are modem and miserable ilnita
tiona. We will begin with the best of the aeries, 
that dating from A.D. 1768, and covering the 
saintly founder of Haydard.hd.d, Ghuldm Shah 
Kalh6ra. Like the Makklti tomb, ·this is girt by 
a mud-fort, the work of the Talpun ; you enter 
and find a large enceinte covered with the ddritu 
of mined graves. A platfonn of whitie marble, 
surrounded by balustrades of carved sandstone, 
supports the quadrangular edifice, which "has a 
raised ~e to the east: it supports a central 
main-dome, resting upon a polygonal drum, and 
there is a domelet at each corner. All the qt.eripr 
waa covered with the finest K4si or porcelain'd 
tiles ; but nothing has been repaired for the last 
forty years, and now, perhaps, it is too latie : the 
cuing bulges from the walls, and in places strews the 
pavement. The dark intefior is remarkable chiefly 
for the tomb of Jaypdr marble, which the Rd.jput 
artists seem to handle like wu ; the flutings of the 
open work are delica1ie in the ea:~, and the 
general dect is a lacery of stone. The walla bear 
many inacriptions, amongst which we read : 

"GlnaJUa ShQH-DfD, 10a ... ~1•. 

And we aee on the archway, amongst other venee: .. 

"The Kini of the World, OllaKm Shah, 
Befcn him ......... t Jdwcl the,.nla.. 

The platform on the roof is even lllOl'8 intAnlting. 

1 Olla16m (G. 81an), KiDc of tM Nt1a, wl a.a.- Gf ..... 
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To the east we trace the course of the old o.nd new 
Phulelis, winding through the well-foliaged ground; 
in clear weather we can distinguish the battle-field 
of. Dabbd., some four miles to the east, and a denser 
clump of trees shows, at a.bout the same direct 
diet.a.nee t,o the north-east, the mean and ugly 
obelisk which commemorates the glories of Miyd.ni. 
Many villages, sparkling like camelians amid the 
emerald-green of the Nim-tree, speak well for the 
fertility of the plain. To the south-west lies new 
Haydo.rd.Md, with its school tower, like that of a 
village church, its big jail, and other new-fangled 
accessories, whilst the old city is a dense heap of 
dark houses, here sinking ·into suburbs that fine 
off int,o gardens, there prolonged by the ridge on 
which Camp stands. In this direction the Fort looks 
well, bounding and guarding the ex-capital with i1B 
curtains, its towers, and its tall donjon-kecp. 

The Mujd.wir, or guardian of the tomb, informs 
us that the similar mausoleum immediat.ely to the 
south, a polygon instead of a parallelogram, and 
provided with domelets ridged perpendiculo.rly like 
a musk-melon, is that. of Ghuld.m Nabi, a brother of 
GhuUm Shah, 1 dating from .A.D. 1785. We condole 
with him upon the et.ate of the beautiful t.ombs, 
and promise to make int.erest with the Collector, 
who, in turn, kindly promises to do all he can ; 
but what is that with an eighteenpenny rupee 1 
Our guide's chief anxiety, however, is t,o preserve 

l The Ouett... ...... it to 8ufar4a Kha Ka1Mra, - of 
• OhaJUa" 8bah. 



The Tombs of the Amira. 261 

his blue-rocks.1 The English soldier, who dares 
not venture within the enclosure, flushes the half
tame and half-sacred birds by stone-throwing, and 
shoots them when out of bound&-this is Tommy 
Atkins all over I 

The southern or Talpur group is, I have said, a 
a base imitation, a mere forgery, hardly worth a visit, 
except to study the decline of art. Here stencilling 
takes the place of porcelain tiles, and the curry-dish 
dome, with double finials, becomes a favourite form. 
The lines are stiff and ungraceful ; the work is 
cheap and mean, always excepting the actual tomb, 
which is of Jaypnr marble, sometimes ins~bed, and 
often inlaid with black patches, much in the shape of 
hearts and diamonds. The head-stones of the chief 
tenantry are adorned with real turbans of portentous 
size, and with long strings of mock-pearls. 

We will return hom~ through New Hayd.an.b4d, 
which has risen since ~850. Beyond the jail begins 
the outbreak of schools. The battlem~nted clock
tower denotes the Engineering (public). Near it 
lodges the Protestant missionary, whose chapel, a 
pillar'd bungalow, is on the other side of the road : 
he.preaides at the Church Mission School (private). 
Beyond him is the Roman Catholic missionary, who 
is building himself a house : he presides at the 
Catholic Mission School (private). Besides which 
there are the High School, which prepares for 
matriculation at Bombay; the Normal; the Anglo
V ernacu1ar; the Yemacular of two species, Moslem-

• The C'olumbcl lntenntdia, or common blue pigeon of Bind and 
Sind. 
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Sindi and Hindu-Sindi, and, for aught we bow,. 
half a dozen oth~ I should not wonder, air, if 
the new Revelation, the Endowment of Research, 
should mat be proclaimed ·m Bind • 

., The age and body of the Time, his form and 
presence n are also shown by the "Gbiquity of the 
police. Here .. we have the Town-police, dreaaed in 
dark green with blue turbans ; the Armed -police 
in Khaki (dust-colour), and drilled to use Brown 
Besa, besides the Secret-police, half ~ dozen de
tectives, periodically changed. Tappll Road shows 
us the post-office, and the large civil hospital, 
oflicera' quart;en, and perfect "sick-bays" in their 
day. And, lastly, New Haydambd.d ends with a 
dosen blocks of European barracks, and with the 
Beloch lines to the south. 

The Sepoys are drilling, so we have an oppor
tunity of inspecting them. The &loch element has 
been pretty well " eliminated ; " and the Patluln or 
Afghan is taking it.a place. Truth compels me to 
own that the men are no longer what they were: 
for this decline the military authorities have only 
to thank their own folly. As Irregulars, the 
privates enlisted only for five years ; when the good 
conduct of the corps, in Abyssinia &Dd elsewhere, 
promot.ed them to the rank of Rt•gulara (Noa. 27 
and 29, Bombay Natlve lnfa.I!try), the abort.er term 
was cha &Jge.d to life-enlistment. This bn.ua of the 
aervico may aa.ve money, although I doubt even 
that ; after fifteen yeare, \\"hen a mnn can be in- · 
"8lided under a pension of Rs. 4r per menscm, he 
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often becomes desperately home-sick ; he malingen, 
and, with characteristic Eaatem ~nacity of p~, 
he ruins hia CODBtitution for life. The good form of 
Highlander who once enlisted is now becoming un
known: hu will not be bribed by a full pension of 
aeven montl:lq rupees for which he must serve forty 
years, whilst there is none between that and fifteen 
years' service. 

My gallant &iend, Colonel Beville, C.R, Com
manding No. 1, Beloch Regiment, has ·obliged me 
with his views upon " The improvement of tho 
pension rules of the native army-diacharge or 
native soldiers-and abolition of annual invaliding 
committ.ees ; " and tbe opiniona of so old and dis
tinguished a soldier, published in 1873, should not 
be withheld from you, Mr. John Bull. 

" The above subject is worthy of all our con
aideration ; indeed, it is one which I have long 
felt imperatively demands at1iention, as being con
nected so deeply with the con~tm.ent -.d efficiency 
of the native army; my ~ of man'!/ yea.ra 
leada me to regard, the preaent penaion ndea aa a 
failure. The discharge of native soldien, and the 
present regulationa for annual invaliding committ.cea, 
are equally ao. I am very certain that to a great 
utmt they •d to encoumge malingering ; they 
cauae great dissatisfaction throughout oJl ranks, and 
they aerioualy a1feet the efficiency of a regiment by 
men incapacitated from age and debility being 
reti&ined ; and I am also ve-ry aure that they keep 
the moat soldierlike race from enlisting. 



264 Sind Revisi,ted. 

" In my own regiment, when originally mised, a 
man enlisted for five years,.at the end of which time, 
if he elected for discharge he. received it. H he 
wished to remain for a further period of five years, 
it entirely depended on his charact.cr and efficiency 
as to whether his Commanding Officer accept.cd his 
services. There was no pension, no gratuity, and 
never was a service more popular, as proved by the 
number of 'Oomedwars' (cadets) always ready for 
any vacancy; such a; thing as a recruiting pa.ity in 
those days was unknown. 

" Let me, however, fairly record that the above 
syst.em, though so popular with the men, had its 
disadvantages ; inasmuch as by the time a Sepoy 
had become an efficient and thoroughly drilled 
soldier, he had little more than half his service. to 
run, and the number of recruits at drill, and men 
hardly fit to take the field, was unusually large. 

" But a change came o'er the scene, and 
good and faithful service in th& field, when a 
regiment true to its colours and the Government it 
served was the exception in those days, induced the 
Government, ever ready to recognize meritorious 
service, to reward the regiment I refer to with all 
the privileges of the pension rules, transfe1Ting it at 
the same time to the line. Even at that pe1-iod, 
knowing tbe class of men it was intended to reward, 
and to draw, if possible, into a more binding contract 
with the State, I urged the advantage of admitting 
the regiment to the benefit of the pension rules, but 
earnestly deprecated forcing on the men the enlist~ 
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mem for life system. I opined it would prove 
distasteful to them, nnd prcjudieiu.l to the f»..fficiency 
of the corps. 

"To introduce in those days a healthier system 
was no easy matter, and according to :regulations 
was the change carried out : the option, however, 
being given to all men t.o take their discharge on the 
expimtion of the term for which they had enlisted, 
or, in accepting the pension rules, t.ake the oath 
for life. service. The very cream of the regiment, 
upwards of 400, accepted the former offer ; all 
entreaties and argument pointing out the advantage 
of the pension in their old age being so mucli wa&te 
of breath, -the St.ate losing as fine a body of soldiers 
as it has ever boon my fortune to see. The utmost 
persuasion of myself and oflicem alone retained the 
remaining portion. Could more ample proof have 
been desired t.o show the correctness of the opi.rµon 
I had formed ! I had obeyed the order, thoagh it 
well nigh hryke my heart. 

"Though a comparatively young soldier in those 
daya, the responsibility of command had early de
volved on me, and it could not but induce me t.o 
ponder over what appeared such an extraordinary 
·antipathy on the part of the men to the pension 
:regulations, which ensured a provision for old age ; 
but the rapid diminution of ' Oom.edwara,' and the 
neceaaity of sending out recruiting parties, all tended 
to show that, at all events, thoae ' moat deeply in
t.eleat.ed ' did not regard them in. the same beneficial 
light. Ten or twelve years' additional experience in 
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the working of these rule.11, and the system of annual 
invaliding, have shown to me beyond a doubt how 
ill adapted they are to carry-out the intentions of a 
beneficent Government. Six years ago I officially 
recorded that 'enlistment for life' was the ruin of my 
regiment, and, I believed, the bane of the Native 
Army. I am more than ever con.firmed in that 
opinion, and am impressed with the necessity for 
reform. 

" I would now submit for consideration a remedy 
which \Vould be merely a combination of tlie original 
limited enlistment system, but with gratuity or 
pension regulations, under so~e such arrangement as 
follows: 

''Let all men be enlisted for a period of ten 
years; at the expiration of that time let the option, 
to good and efficient men only, be given of a further 
period of five years, those who elect for discharge, 
those whom it may not be considered desirable to 
retain, to be discharged with a gratuity of six 
months' pay. After completion of fifteen years' 
service, tbe same arrangement as above, but with 
twelve months' pay as gratuity. Any man, however, 
in the opinion of the commandant and his medical 
officer physically unfit, to be pensioned on three-
fifths of the present rates. After twenty years' 
service precisely the same course; .but with eighteen 
months' pay as gratuity, and four-fifths of the present 
rate of pension if physically unfit. 

"After twenty-five years the full pension as at 
'present la.id down, •fit' or •unfit,' if asked for. 
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"All annual inwliding oommitteea I woultl 
aboliaA; they are destructive to the efficiency of 
a corps, while the principle of the system I propose 
will make the commandant and his medical officer 
wholly and solely responsible that their regiment 
ia fit to march at a moment's notice, which I can 
unhesitatingly say ia not the case at present. 

" It would, in cases, be found that from six to am 
per cent. of the men would be unequal to the hardships 
of an Abyaainian or indeed any campaign. I may 
be wrong in the ratio I have fixed, that ia a question 
which I liave not sufficiently studied, 88 not being 
in my line. I am only desirous of endea'Vouring to 
the best of my abilities to point out what experience 
baa shown me to be a faulty system, giving the 
principles of what I feel convinced would be an 
improvemtmt, and trusting that more able writaa 
than I am may be induced to take up their pen on 
a subject ao deeply interesting to the native army. 

" If I am not mistaken, there are many who 
have aerved in that noble service, the old Panjaib 
Irregular Force, who can give much valuable infor
mation on the working of the limit,ed service verBUB 
enlistment for life ayst.mn, and I hoP" those who can 
do 80 will not be backward in coming forward. 

" Be Contentment an<l ej/i1Jit1noy of eAe narive 
Oll'fn'!J U G '*'1J "'1:;ect to tM ~ UM MW; 

for, depmd upon it, 88 the education of India pm
graea, ez:penaive armaments must decI-, the 
enormous ezpenditme of our Bmopeaa J'onea·nm8' 
be reduced, rendering it moze. nee v dum ever 
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that our native army, by increased efficiency in all 
respecta, may be equal to the duties which I am 
assured must ultimately devolve on it. 

" ' Fidelia et const.ans ' must be ita motto, and 
any lover of the old service (and I trust there are 
still many) who can aid the Government in bring
i11g about that happy consummation should cheer
fully give the subject his thoughtful consideration. 

" The United Service Institution of India has 
happily been a great success, and the organizers· of 
it have earned . the gratitude of the army. It freely 
invites all to co-operate, I may say, in the instruc
tion of the army ; let that invitation be freely 
acccpted,-it will tend much to rouse the zeal and 
the esp1i.t de corps which formerly existed, and 
which has so sadly waned of late. The Native 
army has a brilliant future ; make it a contented 
service-disciplined, efficient, above all things, tlMll 
armed mid pruperly officered-and it will yet be 
a glorious service. n 

Observe, sir, that my friend has hit the happy 
medium between over-long and over-abort service, 
the latter now becoming the rule of Continental 
Europe, where national armies are talring the place 
of standing armies. A term of three years may 
make a soldier of the intelligent and well-educat.ed 
Pruaaian ; but the system becomes a caricature, not 
a copy, when adopted by other nation& Before 
184:8 the Austrian A:rmy was one of the finest, if 
not the finest, in Europe. See what the three-year 
scn-it.-c bas now done for it I 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

TBB BINDUS 01' SDm-TBEIB llASCA.LITY A.ND 

TBBm PHILOPROGBNITIVENESS. 

Wir: pasa a . week or so at Haydar4Md,· sit, t,o 
prepare your mind and body f9r the trips which I 
have in stare for you. And now for a few words 
upon the subject of the native races. The popula
tion of Bind, " the extreme westem limit t,o which 
Hinduism in these days extends," is composed of 
:Moslems and Polytheist& The former, being nearly 
four times the more numerous, rep:ieseut the great 
mass of the community ; whereas the latter are, 
with few exceptions, the trading . members of the 
social body. 

As I t,old you before, Bind, at the time of the 
Arab invasion (A.D. 7'11-12), like Afghanistan, M:ul
td.n, and the regions that lie t,o it.a north, was one 
of the strongholds of Hinduism.. It is probable 
that many of the ancient .R4jput families, who 
BUl'rived the . capture of th~ir country, escaped 
the persecution of their deistical conqueron by 
ftying eaatwuda to Jayaalmfr, and the adjacent 
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provinces, where their ~ith waa, and atill ia, the 
St.ate-religion. The present Hbidu population 
eonaista principally or the . cu1;ea that have 
immigrated from the Panj,b, Kachh, and Uthia
w'1-; this their language, dress, mannen, and 
appearance amply testify, though now, naturalized 
in the cou.ntry, all save their learned Pandita have 
forgotten the at.ory of their origin. 

La~ as the eightanth century, the Bindua of 
Sind, we are informed by a traveller, were ten 
times more .numero'D8 than the rival sect. Hin
duism, however, like Judaism, has ever been an 
eyeaon t,o ·the Moslem, and the meana which he 
adopts t,o remove it, although: violent and unjust, 
are not the leas efticacious. In Peraia, for inatt.nce, 
the Jew is popularly auppoeed t,o sacrifioe a Moslem 
child on certain occasiona. Whenever a boy disap
pean, a hue and cry is raised ; :requiring an object, 
it directs itaelf against the pereecut.ecl body : their 
hOU8e8 are attacked and plundered ; they are 
dragged before the least impartial of judges ; their 
oaths and their testimony are ngarded 88 the 
whiaperinga of the wmd, ~ the scene ends 
either with the "question," or with an order to 
admit the accused into the ranks of the :Faithful. 
And when once the pl'Ol81yt;e'a foot baa cwl the 
threahoJd of the Moaque, all hope of retreat ia 
·permanently cut oft', the pnniahment of apoat&cy 
from El-lalam being 88 ceJtain 88 it ia tnmendoaa. 

In Bind the same caue, bigotry, modilied for 
ita purpoae, worked the downfall of heath•im, 
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which, had we not taken the country, would pro
bably not have outlived this century. 

The Talpms, the last reipng family, came 
from the hille of Belochistan, and settled upon the 
sultry plains below, first 88 the disciples, then 88 the 
feudal followers, of the saintly ruling race which they 
at last dethroned. Y eara spent in the enervating 
climate of the Valley dulled the bravery and hardi
hood of the mountaineer, but left him all his 
ignorance and fanaticism, covetousness and cruelty. 
A. Talpur chief of the last generation refused even 
1io place a watch for repair in the hands of an 
accursed "But-paraat," or idOl-wonhipper •• 

In the W eat there are many, in the :East few, 
exceptions 1io the Arabs' political axiom, 

ii The prinae ill the nJigiou pattam of hill people;" 

and here the aubjecta, seeing the sovereign's propen
sity for penecution, copied· the model 88 closely 88 

1ihey could. . 
No Hindu ventured to pronounce the name of 

the village .Al14hyd.ra jo Tamdo, 1 beca111e of the 
holy syllables that begin it ; he could not 1iouch 
a paper writt.en in the Arabic language, because 
that charaeter wu the charaeter of the Koran ; or 
rather, I should •y, supposed t,o have been the 
charaeter by Oriental ignonmusea in palmography. 
No one dared t,o open a Moslem book in his mother 
tongue, the Sindi, for fear of being seen to peroae 

I The VJlllae of .. AlJah9.trJad .. _. .... ftllda beiDg the 
JllOP8I' ..... of IOIU .... 



the inceptive formula, "In the name of Allah, the 
Merciful, the Compassionate." It was always in the 
power of two Moalems to efl"ect the convenion of a 
Pagan by swearing they saw him at a eocldight on 
Friday ; that he pronounced, in their presence, the 
word :Mohammed ; or even that he had used some 
such ambiguous phrase as "I will go with thee." 
The Jt[oalem Sindis in the present day deny these 
assertions ; the Hindus exaggerate them ; the truth 
lies between the two, and I believe them both. 

Sometimes circumcision was made the penalty 
of crime: when a Hindu Banyan, or shopkeeper, 
falsely charged a Sepoy of Dr. Burnes' guard with 
theft, the Amir at once ordered the Kd.zi t.o 
do his work upon the offender. Nothing easier 
tha.n to make a Moslem in those days. The 
patient was taken before the judge, where, after 
being stripped of his old clothes, the ceremonial 
ablution was (luly performed, and he was invested 
in the garment.a that <lenote the Faithful. A crowd 
of jubilant.a then chaired him to the :Mosque ; 
prayers were recited over him, he . was directed 
th1ice to repeat Mohammed's creed, and if he did 
it fluently, a minor mimcle was proclaimed to the 
world. Next come ciJ:cumcision, the eating a bit 
of beef, a change of name, o. feast, and, lastly, a 
. Yery concise course of instruction in the ceremonial 
pn1: of the new " T1ue Faith." 

But the consequences. of becoming a proselyte 
<'Xtcndcd fnr eno11gh. El-Islam, like mnny other 
"beliefs, professing to respect the conve1t, despises 



M08lem, Bi"gotrg. 273 

and distrusts him. In Sind he_ was compelled to 
enter a certain caste, one of no high degree ; to 
man-y in it, and to identify himself with the 
mongrel moss it contained. He rarely roee to for
tune or <listinction ; and he seldom coulcl command 
the l"CS}l<.'Ct of his co-religionists, who suspected. 
the reality of hi~ attachment to the strange creed, 
mHl his hankering after the idolatry of his fore
fitthl'rs. H, on the other band, conscience or 
'liscontent drove the proselyte into a land where 
110 might recant without danger ; or if an oppor
tunity, such as our seizure of the country, presented 
itself, the rotum to Hinduism, when pmctico.ble, 
wns accompanied. with many a disagreeable. In 
some towns, where Polytheist.a were few and could 
not nft"ord to reject a wealthy and influential appli
cant, large presents to Bmhmans, rigid expiatory 
penances, and a Tirtha or water-pilgrimage, were the 
price of re-admission to the religion of their anccstiy. 
But tl~is was not always possible. . There were 
many places where the recant.er was not received; 
he had eaten the :flesh of the cow, and he had 
drunk impure water ; for the rest of his life, 
theref~J"e, he must . .twell in the house of his family, 
an -outicast, a defiled :lban, whose touch, like the 
leper's of yore, was pollution ; separated from his 
wife, powerless over his children, with nothing but 
the dreary prospect, held out by ·his gloomy faith, 
to console h~ under a life of uncommon trials. 

With the vulgar, the excitement of making one 
convert bred a desire to make another and yet 
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another.. 'Vhen opportunities \Vere rare, they were 
obliged to con~t themselves with mobbing the 
Pagans: Friday, the Moslem Sunday, being generally 
selected aa the time for these small St. Bartholomew 
displays. There "!'ere few towns in which a Hindu 
could safely leave hie house between Thursday 
evening and Saturday morning. 

All this the persecuted race endured doggedly 
in the 11pes finis. Sulking under the sabre-sway 
of their rulers, they revenged themselves indirectly ; 
upon the lower orders by grinding the faces of the 
.Moslem poor ; upon the upper cla.ssc~ by acquiring 
power to be abused, by fomenting intestine and 
family feuds, by corrupting th~ principal officers of 
the State, and by sadly confusing all ideas of entente 
cordiaJ,e with neighbouring and allied kingdoms. 
Thus, despicable and despised as they were, they 
failed not to prove themselves essentially dangerous. 
And the same were the position and the conduct of 
the Jews in Syria, before a kind of constit.utiona1ism 
made all faiths the<YreticaUy equal. 

Superiority of intellect waa on their side. The 
Hindu has a mathematical and arithmetical mind ; 
the Moslem is, generally speaking, notably deficient 
in the power of ID.QStering the exact sciences, the 
exceptions being the Egyptians, and some rare 
individuals amongst the Turks, Persians, Arabs, 
and Moon. This I believe to be the fint cause 
of a phenomenon which attracts every observing eye 
in India.; namely, that when the Polytheist and the 
~Ionotheiet meet on eqmll. terms, the former either 
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ruins or subjecta to himself the latiier. Other 
qualities accompany this form or constitution of the 
brain in the worshipper of Brahma. The " mild 
:flindu," as we miscall him, is one of the most 
bloodthirsty of men. He is a dark and deep-seeing 
plott.er, an admirable eventualist where anything 
villainous is the event : what land but India could 
have kept up Thaggf for centuries !-what was the 
Fehmgericht (Vehme) of Germany, or the Fida
wiyyat of Hasan Sabd.h, 1 in organization, com
bination, or duration, compared with it ! He is 
remarkable for passive colirage, in suffering braver 
than any woman : he will inflict injuries 'upon 
himself with the sang froid of a Lemna, provided 
you hold out to him the one inducement, wealth. 
'Vith the money for his rent or his debt concealed 
about his person, to be produced when things are 
going too far, he will allow himself to be suspended 
by his thumbs or his heels· till he faints ; he will 
shriek under the lash, swearing that he has not a 
pice, and he will inhale :finely-powdered cayenne 
with all the endurance, but very little of the 
stoicism, of a North .American Indian. His con
st.lmcy requires nothing but a cause to dignify it. 
Such is his pasaive courage. At the same time, 
place a weapon in his hand and point to the brist
ling breach; desire him to c~ up to a gun like 
an Afghan or a Turkoman, he will look at you, 

1 Or ~ bia name mnaliata nm dit1'81'-the Gna4 
Jrlut.eio of the Ame=ine, and orpniser of that nmarbble order. 
See Chapter D. ·. 
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remonstrate, hang back, tum tail. This is not hiA 
pluck. Remember, I am speaking of the Sincl 
Hindu, not of the Sikh, the Rttjput, the No.yr, n.n<l 
other moos which arc ctlucatctl to acth·e coumgc, if 
I muy use the expression. Finally, he is o. " ffy
>'Uckcr," ns the people say, a lean, parsimonious, 
lmlf-11llkcd wretch, living, \\ith lo.khs at his com
mnucl, on coarse bread and sugar-arrack; when the 
lloslcm with a few thousand rupees would be faring 
Rumptuously, and emptying his purse upon silks 
and so.tins, horses and dancers. Nor is .this th1ifti-
11CS8 by any means a despicable quality : it goes 
hand in ~d with indefatigable industry. 

At last Hindu arts prevailed, as might be ex
}ICCk"<l, over the strong arm. ·The younger Talpur 
.\mil'R, the sons ancl nt•pbews of the 01iginnl Cha.r
Y:h·, or tlm four f1icml~ mul hrotbt·1·t1 who expelled 
thl· Knllu)n1. tlyun.'Sty, nckuo"·lcc.lgcll their utter 
iunhility to dispense with heathens in managing 
their miserable tenitory: a score of them could not 
govern a country about the extent of England and 
\Vales. Nor could they collect their paltry revenue, 
though the tot.al produce of the province was not 
greater than the income of a B1·itish ,,.ichard of the 
accond or third class. The Princes ha.d degenei11.ted 
from the hardy savage virtues of temperance, sobriety, 
and morality affected by their progenitors ; they 
devoted to pleasure the time demanded by busincea, 
11.ntl they willingly entrust.ed t,o the hands of Ban
yans, most unjust stewards, the management of 
t4cir estates, and in some cases of their subject& 
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Hence, even in the days of the Amira, the Hindus 
and the '.Moalems were divided intA> two classes, 
creditA>r and debt.or, the money-lender and the 
money-borrower. 

The worshipper of Brahma em.inentlypowssee the 
peculiarity usually attribut.ed to the middle-class and 
the lower orden of Scotchmen ; the habit of canying 
out :n practice what all people admit in theory,' 
the truth that "blood is thicker than wat.er." The 
Hindu no sooner establishes himself upon a firm 
footing than he extends a helping hand tA> his 
family generally, even to his cousins twenty d~ 
remhved. Nor does he stop here. Relations may 
be expended: the "caste-brother," as he is called, 
cannot. Thus the rulem of Bind were soon sur
rounded by a host of civil officers, revenue-collectors, 
secretaries, and scribes, all ·of the ea.me persuasion, 
all playing intA> one another's hands, and all equally 
determined to aggrandize themse]ves, their family, 
and their race, no matter by what mea.Da. The 
result of this almost unopposed combination . was 
that the Princes, notwithstanding their powers of 
life and death, the "tabby-cat " and circumcision, 
were never sa.fe from frauds so b\refaced that it 
moves our wonder t;o hear them told. The Billi, or 
" she-cat," I must tell you, was an indigenous 
instrument of torture, fumished. with -claws to tear 
the ftesb of the questioned. 

Of :Menu's four great divisions we here find only 
three: the Brahman, theWaishya (trader), abd the 
Shudra, or servile man. The second caste, l'Oyal 
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and military, in Bind, as elsewhere, is of doubtfuJ 
origin: every follower ·of Nlf.nak BMh, 1 even were 
he the son of a sweeper, aseuu:ies t.o himself the style 
and title of .Kshatriya. The social position of the 
race prevents its putting forth that multitude of 
out.caste-branches which, like the Md.ngs and :M1uUa, 
the Pufs, and Chand4las of India, spring up from 
the transgression, voluntary or involuntary, of a 
single arbitrary religious ordinance. 

The Bind Brahman is by no means an orthodox 
specimen of his far-famed class. His diet is most 
inaccurate. Although he avoids beef and fowls, he 
will eat fish ; also the flesh of wild birds and certain 
meats, such as venison, kid, atj.d mutton ; he shrinks 
not from the type of creation, an onion, and he 
enjoys the forbidden luxury of strong wat.ers.. 
Instead of confining himself, as he should do, t,o 

the study of grammar and the Scriptures, t,o his 
prayers or to his "past,oral duties," he may be seen 
bending over the ledger, squatting on a counter, 
and even exercising the command of a kit,chen. 
'Vhen we mat took the country, Brahmans owned 
to me that their fellow caste-men sometimes actually 
manied widows ; but of lat.e years, after being 
soundly rat.ed by the Hindoato.ni Sepoys, whom they 
respect, they seldom contract these irregular and 
impure unions. 

1 A Kahatrip of the Dedi tribe, ·born .u>. 1469, at Talwmclf, 
near Bajahp1'r, iD the Labor ParganA; early oouvertecl to N...,rnai. 
or Theiam ; travelled iD Arabia, Penia and Hinduatau • denied 
~ he could wor~ nlincl!" ! founded the Sikh faith ; di.cl .&.D. 

•WO, and ,.... buried at Kirtip1'r on the b&nb of the Ravi ri•• 
Bbl dilciplem and •ucceuon were the "Gurda!' • 
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There are two principal famiJies of priest.a in 
Bind, the Pokamo and the 8'nat. The former, 
supposed to have immigrat.ed from Upper India, 
worship Vishnu, the second person of the Hindu 
Triad ; support themselves by judicial astrology 
and ceremonial law ; marry in their own cast,e, and 
claim from their eeeleaiaatical brethren a superiority 
which the others admit by receiving the "water 
of their hands." The 8'nat, or 8'raudh, properly 
8'.raaritiya, from the Saraawati: river,- are WOl'Bhip
pera of Shiva, the Destroyer, and of Devf, his 
8aktf, wife or active form: in education, appearance, 
and manners, they exactly resemble the V'>tarles of 
Vishnu. 

Knowledge amongst Bind Brahman• meana a 
slight acquaintance with the simpler parts of Sans
krit grammar, and auflicient of the claaaieal language 
to understand oft-read works upon astrology and 
magical formula, and the volumes that contain the 
intricat,e practice of their faith. Some ft9w ·have 
perused the Shli Bhd.gawat, fifth of the eigh~ 
PurU.aa or religious and quasi-inspired poema; and 
here and there an individual baa had the indUBtry 
to form a superficial acquaintance with the Sanhita 
or Summary of the Yajur, the Whit,e Veda. The 
increased facility for travellilig to distant Janda 
with a pollibility of return, baa of Iat,e ~ induced 
several Brahm•na to ven~ far from the banka of 
the Ind111, to wander amid.it the claaaic shades of 
KUi. · (Benarea); and 1x> sit in the colleges Of Cal
cutta : the. extent of their aequiremeniB· proves that 
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the race is by no means deficient in PQwel' and 
int.ellect. Few of the priestly order, except when 
engaged in commerce, know anything of the Peraian. 
language : they coDBider it a profane study of erotic · 
venea, "light literature," and tales ill-suited f.o the 
gravity of a churchman and a scholar. But they 
have little objection t,o the compositions or even the 
tenets of that-mild heretic, N"af.n.ak Shah, the apoatle 
of the Sikhs, principally, I presume, because the 
mass of his followem praise and honour, revem and 
fee, the Brablll&D& 

The Brahman in Bind Shaves his head, leaving 
a single lock upon the poll; he removes the bead, 
and induces the mustachioa to droop heavily over 
his mouth, in order to distmgu.ish them from the 
closely-clipped honours of the Moslem's upper lip. 
Upon his forehead he places a horizontal or a per
pendicular mark indifferently, whereas in India the 
perpendicular " Tilak_," as it is called, diatinguiahea 
the adorer of the Preserver from the wonhipper of 
the Destroyer. His dress is generally that of a 
common 8'hukd.r, or trader, a white or re<l turbau, 
the Pokamo preferring the red, the &mat the 
white ; an Angarkh4, or cotton coat with a very 
short body, tight sleeves, and long lowing akir1B; 
a Dbotar, or waist-cloth, generally aalmon-colound 
with an ornamental edge, bound IOlllld the middle ; 
a aho.wl or a Ch4dar (sheet) thrown looeely over the 
shoulders, and the peculiar Bind alippen of anything 
but of leather. In his hand is a sandal-wood roary 
of twenty-seven grains ; and eonatant habit; haa 
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gifted him with the power of muttering o.nd telling 
his beads mcchnnicully ; o.nd rings of golcl, set "ith 
pcarlR, aclom the lobes and shells of his ears. A 
few &treat Brnhmans dress in the style aft'ecred by 
the Amils, or Revenue officers : the Pokarno, how
ever, consider the costume unclerical, and eschew it 
accordingly. 

Of the W d.ni, Banyan, or trader-east.e, there are 
five great finniJies in this country, the Loh4n4, the 
Bh4tiat, the Behta, the Panj4bi, and those called 
W aishya: the latt.er word, properly meaning the third 
or trading class of Hind6s generally, is here used in 
a limit.eel sense t,o Bignify operatives and mechanics, 
opposed to merchan1B and shopkeepen. According 
t.o the wont of Hinduism, _,h division ia split into 
a number of insignificant bodies, who have their 
proper names : these are derived from their place of 
residence, or from peculiarities of dress and appear
ance, and are perpetuat.ed by their furious eaprit d6 
""""?· and by their violent jealousies of oJl'e another, 
when the absence of a common foe allows them to 
indulge in the luxury of envy, batted, malice, and 
all uneharitableoesa. Moat significant, too, are 
aome of their taunts. For instance, the Loh4U, in 
general, aay of the Khud4-wddi, one of their aub-
diftdona: 

•• ~ .KW4 ......... ""'8Ja :" 
• ~ deaeift ... lDamK (8elf-aWm• 0..; Oo4). 

A · dull pun, but a sharp cut at the excer.sive 
mnning of that race. The Hindus ue litigioua u 
the lloalems, only· they prefer the civil courta, 
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whilst their rivals resort as reaclily to the criminal 
tribunals. There DI no ·sindi, however wild, that 
cannot now underst.o.nd "Bo.sfd" (receipt) and 
"Apfl" (appeal). . 

Divided according to their occupations, the Bind 
Banynna are of two cln88C8. The multitude employs 
itself in commerce, sometimes in cultivation ; the 
select few become officers under Government, and 
take the titJ.e of Amil. 
. . The Bind trader has lived so long amidst,. and 
in subjection to, the stranger, that he baa uncon
sciously, but palpably, emancipated himself from 
much or the galling bondage of a faith, which fears 
progrem u much as destruction. Tempted by the 
hope of wealth, he has wandmd far and wide from 
hia native ahorea, to sojourn for years in lands where 
nothing but a popular prejudice, expre&Bed by the 
proverb: 

"It ii ill-ommecl to .i., a Hindu, a Jew, a woman, aucl a q• 

preaerves hbn from destruction. And when he 
ntuma from the lands of the Jrllenchha, the mixoo, 
impure, and non-Hindu races, he ia honoured instead 
of being excommunicated by his fellows. As he 
ia aecuatomed to long voyages, he aita down on 
bOard ahip, ind boldly cc cooks bread,". instead of 
cnmching parched grain, like the Indian. The diet 
preacribed bf his religion being unsuit.ed to cold 
countriea, it ia quietly laid aaide for one moie 
reroU& and coamopolitan. Be eat.a 8eah without 

. the animal being killed by a Bingle aword-cu.t in 
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the name of the Sikh " Gum." He uses leo.ther
slippers, with tho points flattened upon the vamp. 
He shaves only the back of the head, leaving, like 
the Jew, long love-locks on either side; and for a 
turban he substitutes a red embroidered cap "yith 
a fork behind. So also he has diminisbcd his 
ablutions; he has extended his potatioDB to "Jngri," 
a kind of rum distilled from molasses, and in mnny 
other little wo.ys he has so dressed and trimmcll bis 
original rigid Hinduism that it has. become. ns 
presentable a thing as its natuml awkwardness and 
wo.nt of adaptability permit it to be. 

The Banyan receives but a sco.nty edutnti6n. 
After learning a few religious notions and cere
monies, quackeries and nostrums, he goes to a 
schoolmaster, who teaches him to read and write 
the alphabet, and to explain the mysteries of tlm 
character which enters into his father's books ; to 
add and multiply only, subtractfon and division 
being considered de trop, and to indite· a formnl 
letter of business. Nothing can be ruder than the 
symbols which denote his complica~ accounts : it 
is a system of stenography which admits none but 
initial vowels, and which confounds the appearance 
of nearly a dozen distinct consonants. These con
clude his course of study : he then takes his p1o.ce 
in the shop, where, if you p~ease, we. will leave him 
to cheat and haggle, to spoil and adulterate, ·and to 
.become as speedily rich by the p1'8Ctice of as much 
conventional and commerciAI :rascality, barely within 
the limits of actual felony, as he can pass oft' upon. 
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the world. His books have never yet been admitt.ed 
as evidence in a court of· 1aw, as was the ease with 
the Hindus of India, till, under our rule, they lost 
even that sense of honour. · 

'l,he .A.mila, or Gnvcmment ofticen, the c1am 
c1-co.tccl by the ignorance and inability of the M:oalem 
rufors, arc the most influential and, conventionally 
H})C'!nking, the most " respectable," body of Hindua 
iu Sincl. 'l,bey nre clistinguiahed from their fellow
rcligionist.a by their attire. The bigotry of. the 
court forbade them to shave their beards or t.o 
wear turbans : they lost the right of plat.-ing the 
" Tilak,'' or sectarian mark, on the forehead ; ancl 
they were compelled t.o trim · the long drooping 
mousto.chios which the .dindd loves. Under the 
prcHCut r6gime, although sumptuary and costume 
l't~gulo.tiona are utterly out of da~ they still aff'ect 
the Sird.iki-t.opi, the peculiar Bindi cap, the English 
chimney-pot inverted, that is, with the brim up
wnrc.la, and made of brilliant and often parti
coloured stuffs. They use the loose shirt under the 
cott.on coat, and the wide drawers gathered in at the 
ankle, aa in wear amongst the Moalema. They ue 
a light-complexioned, regular-featmed, fine-looking 
mee, athletic compared with their bret.lmm, from 
the liberal use· of a meat diet; somewhat eorpulent 
in consequence of their predilection for aweefB and 
clarified butt.er; uncommonly proud of. their peraonal 
appearance, and not a little fond of rich dnm. 
They are easily distinguished frnm the True .Believen 
by .their features, which are fatter and 1em aquiline. . 
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Moreover, they now oft;en aft"ect the " Tilak," and 
their ehilta and coats button on the left side. 

The litaary attn.inments of an Amil are not 
extensive. In his boyhood he is 8f.:at to a Moslem 
.Akbwul, or i>OOaoCYOguc, and leams to speak, read, 
and \\"ntu the Persian language, or rather the kind 
of Lingua Franca which passes for Persian among 
the educated claaaes in India and Bind. Hie 
pronunciation is, mutatia mutandia, that of an 
Englishman speaking French with a purely British 
accent, and with a vocabulary like French of the 
achool of Stratfom-att.e-Bowe. Hie style is equally 
solecistic, as he leams grammar by rote, without 
ever dreaming of the difference betwixt noun and 
verb. In choosing words, he jumbles together the 
l~ed and unlearned, obsolete and ncological, 
slang and pure provincialisms: not unfrcqucntly, 
when nm hard for terminology, he intro<luct!:i a 
Sindi Wrlll, with or without the benefit of a foreign 
t.ennination. The cJFoct may be compm-ctl to a 
contractor's "lady" in the Brazil, cc Here, V ossc, 
bring 6gu.ar and limper the :8oor,". or to a s1>0rtiug 
friend's, "lloi drink.erai with vous," addresscJ. to u. 

Gallic hOmo uuiu lingua. Hie ignorance of the 
.di&icult arbitmty idio~ of the beautiful, sonorous, 
expressive Persian is complete and striking. Hu 
trimslo.t,es the phraseology of hie ~ncouth mothcr
tongu'e literally into the litemry language ; nnd 
thus his apeecb is alway.e ridiculous, and not un
iiequently it becomes offensive, by producing some 
unint.ended, but unmistakable, double entenclt•e. 
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Imagine the effect of rendering, How do you do ! 
by Comment faitea-fX!U8 f · 

After laying in a modera1ie stA>Ck of words and 
sentences, the Amil proceeds to the perusal of 
cert.a.in worb upon the subject of petitions, addresses, 
and cpist.olary correspondence, not inferior in 
manner and matter t.o our "Complet.e Letter W ritera." 
He le&rDB by heart the directions, the beginninga, 
and the endings, the "Sir-1-have-the-honoUl'B;" 
and the •• I-have-the-honour-to-remain-Sin ;- " .and. 
by much diligence he masters the important distinc
tion between "Sir-of-high-degree," and "Sir-of
exaltied-station ;" Ali-shd.n, the former, being applied 
t.o nobles, gentlemen, and equals generally; Ali-jd.h, 
the latter, t.o " respect.able " per&ons and inferiors. 
He then peruses a poet, and a romance or two, with 
the view of " getting up" common-places, and of 
" crnmming " quotations, which may be produced as 
a iuwf of a libeml education. His prepamtory 
studies conclude with a. few simple arithmetical 
rules. 

Our .Amil now, by the asaistance of a kinsman 
or o. coste-fello\v, obto.ina permission to squat upon 
the floor of some Dafto.r or Government office, 
amongst a crowd of acribell, clerks, and cadet.a. 
The aspirant, thus upon the point of enteiing " life," 
devotes the energies of his mind to mnstering the 
complir.atcd tricks and devices in wl1ich his craft 
deals ; and his juvenile efForta are carefully seconded 
by the precl'pts and pmctice of his ecniora. He 
le41118 to i-ead out a paper to his cmploycn, altering 
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sentaices and paragraphs to suit the sense he wants, 
and, when acting secretary, to jot down, without 
hesitation, exactly 88 much or 88 little of what is 
dictated fil> him 88 may suit his purpose. This is 
a syst.em which nothing can check but an actual 
perusal of all letters, or the plan adopted by Tipu 
Sult&n. The ruler of the .Mysore could neither read 
nor write : so, to obviate danger of deception, after 
dictating his orders to one secretary, he sent him 
into a closet, and put the paper into the hands of a 
second. H word had not been set down for word, 
the head of the writer at once paid the penalty : 
old Mohammed Ali P'8h4 of Egypt also hif up0n a 
simj]ar precaution. Our .A.mil acquires the arts of 
writing a good feigned hand, and of copying docu
menta with deceptive skill ; he becomes dexterous 
at making a fresh paper look old and wom, os a 
London Jew at manufacturing a Guido; and he 
practises till perfect, with laborious industry, the 
many ways of forging a seal. The " K.hatm" in 
Sind, as in many parta of the East.em world, is what 
the signature is in the West : Europe once knew 
the practice, especially in the days when many o. 
" Dominus Episcopus" was compelled to confess, 

· "Scribere non possum." This prelude to his career 
concludes l7ith the acquirement of consideru.ble 
knowledge concerning the best and safest way of 
receiving and administering a bribe. He is now o. 
MUDShf (secretary), 1 prepared to do his duty to his 

I Ja Penia the title ill gi.TID only to men of 1emaiDg : in India 
flYWJ felloW' W'ho a&a l9d a i-ge of Binclonaui, or IGl'&WI a 
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master by deceiving him whenever deception is 
profitable ; and t,o the GOvernment, that employs 
both, by plundering it to the u~ost extent which 
his means and opportunities permit him. · 

The Sindi is our scribe's mother tongue ; but as 
he never peruses the works which it contains, he is 
ignorant of all beyond a mere colloquial knowledge. 
His private studies are mostly religious. If he 
incline to the faith of N d.nak Shah, he learns to read 
and write certain excerpts of the Granth, or Sikh 
scripture. H~ prepares for himself a Pothi, or 
pmyer-book, but, too idle to learn the Gurumukhi 
modification of the Devand.gari, or modern Sanskrit 
alphabet, used in the Holy W~t of the Panjal.b, 
he copies in the Nasta'alik, or common Persian 
cha.meter, the select passages of some friend's 
breviary. These are hymns to the Creator, to the 
Great lucamntions, to the Saints, nncl to Jcndd. Pir 
and Ut.Uihcro LtU, the Inuus and his minister; 
nstrologienl tubfos, the "Book of Fate," formulas 
foi· calcufatiug lucky ancl unlucky days, magical 
charms, null n1ediciunl p1-csciiptions. 

Contnuy to the ustutl p1-actice of Hindus, the 
Amit clnss mn1Tics late iu lif~, in consequence, I 
b~licvc, of the ~xpense ntt-cuclant upon their nuptial 
cc1-cn1onfos. Some r~w live and die bnchelors, a 
rnro aml cxl"cptionnl state throughout the nearer 
E.1st. :\lost of them n.1-e grossly immoml, addicted 
to gambling, mul to the abuse of spirituous liquorB. 

Yl'etched note, arrogates to himaolf the nnme, which ia derived from 
lmlW.1 lxllta ldtm, especially correspondence. 
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From mixing much with the members of another 
faitl1, and possessing a little more knowledge than 
their neighboun, many become Dnhri, or mntcri
alist.s, O\vning the existence of n Deity, but dissoci
ating tbc idea from all revelation, and ft880Ciating it 
with the ctemity-" Aznl" the past, and " Abad " 
the future-of matter in its myriad modifications. 
A fc,v are Atheist.a in the literal sense of the 
\vonl, but they rarely trust their secret to n 
sti-angcr. All these freethinkers are formidable. 
lnficlelity, by which I understand the rejection of 
any locnl system of religion, is less common in the 
enlightened East than it is in the civilized West : 
hut. the European seldom thinks proper, or takes the 
trouble, to make convert.a to his disbelief ; the 
Oriental does and, aided by his superiority in 
learning over the herd, he practises perversion fre.. 
quently with great succeBB. To judge from the 
progress of the St1fi, or mystic tenet.a, in Pemin., 
and the V edantic philosophy in India, Mpecially 
that bast&l:d form of Hinduism, the Brahm-Samd.j, 
which in England you term-Heaven knowR 
why I-" Brahmo-aomaj," a mixture of theoretien.l 
Pantheism . with pure and practical Theism will 
presently become the faith of the learned and 
polite in both countries. 

In Bind there are not many caatiea of Shud.ra, 
or servile Hindus ; and the few that exist have 
adopiM the thread of the twice-born, the sectarian 
mark, and the diet, dress, and mannera of Banyans. 
The eo.me is the case with the Nayrs of Ma1abar, and 
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other similar cast.ea in India, who, together with the 
functions and employment, have taken to themselves 
the rights, of a higher family. The principal trades 
are the 'V ahun, who lives by toasting dift'erent kinds 
of gmin ; 1 tl10 l<hatti, or dyer ; the Hajjd.m, who 
combines the employment of cupping and &haling ; 
and the Soehl, who makes cloth-slippers, but leaves 
leather-slippers to the impuro Mochi, the outcast,e 
that dre88U8 and works leathc1·. 

In Haydard.b4d and the other large towns 
there are several families of the eclectic religionists 
ealled Sikha.1 The wild tracts of country in the 
eut of Bind contain some curious tribes of outcast.ea; 
and in several part.a of the province a variety of 
mendicant orders, as numerous &a the begging-friars 
of Southern Europe, exercise their oB'ensive pro
fCIBion. This, the :ftuctuating population, not 
actually belonging to the region, I have already 
deacribed. ... 

The Hindu's religion has, like the Moslem's, 
been contaminated by contact with atrangera, es
pecially the Sikh ; the latt,er is a heretic Hindu, and 
therefore a more dangerous antagonist than the 
M:Wllllman, who attacks Polytheism with ,JI the 
ignorant ~ence of a :Monotheist. Still there is 
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no lack of bigotry among them. The votary of 
Vishnu or Sh(va will often, for a consideration or 
with an object, represent himaelf 88 inclining to 
Christianity ; bot not even once, 88 yet, has he 
taken the irrevocable step : the beefsteak or the 
baj>tism. ·If he has nothing to gain by apparent 
att.u:hment to cc master's creed," he opposes, strenu· 
ously enough, everything that offends his conviction 
and his prejudices. A friend, then vaccinator in' 
Bind, found serious difficulties to contend with 
when he attempt.ed to spread the blessing amongst 
the Hindu of Kard.chi. The pragmatical pagans 
believe small-pox to be a manifestation of atrocio1is 
Devi herself : they therefore bury inst.ead of burning 
her victims ; and they look upon all precautionary 
measures 88 direct act.a of hostile aggression upon 
their deity. Yet, 88 is the case with all men, they 
abound in contradictions : when a babe falls sick, 
the father runs for o. doctor 88 well 88 a priest ; ancl 
when it dies, he lament.a not the less because his 
progeny has died of a goddess. 

The Hindu women in Bind, like the Jewesses 
in Europe, are superior in personal appearailce to 
their lords. Many are beautiful, with correct 
features, magnificent hair, classical figures, though 
not free from high shoulders the prevalent defect of 
India, and clear olive skins, aom~es lightied up, 
on ·the cheeks and palms of the hands, with the 
faintest pgesible pink. 'Die eyes are perfect ; 88 

amongst these ·races generally they are the feature: 
hence, posaibly, the habit of hiding all the rest "' 
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the face in the" nose-bag." Their cho.rma arc, how
ever, ephcmero.l; and all·who have enough to eat, 
and who arc not worked too hard, become, quadmpe<l· 
like, fteshy and corpulent. A. simple diet, a life 
spent almost in the open air, and an unartificial 
toilet, consisting, in toto, of a white or quasi-white 
veil thrown over the head, a 1ooee bodice to support 
the bosom, a long ancl wide petticoat of red-spotted 
stuJF, and sometimes a pair of slippers, preserve them 
f1"0m the hundred nervous and hysterical ailments of 
dyspeptic civilization. 

The Hindu women are leu educated, but also 
less fond of pleas~ (which here means, feasting, 
hard drinking, and flirtation, to use a very 
mild tam), than the Moslemi.hs. I must make 
an exception of Shikarpdr, where, when we first 
took the country, liberty had transgresaed the 
limits.of license. 'fhcir vanity, the ruling passion of 
the sex, finds a safety-valve in an extensive display 
of grot.esque ornaments ; of met.al rings in the ear, 
the nostril, the cartilage of the nose, on the wrists 
and fingers, ankles and t.oea ; of necklaces, and of 
large ivory circles, white or stained, cov~ all 
the fore-arm. Being under strict surveillance, and 
hourly liable to bodily chastisement, administered 
with no sparirig hand, they are good, hard-working, 
and atrectionat.e wives. Their love for their otf .. 
spring, the great feminine virtue of the East, is an 
all-absorbing passion, beautiful despite ita ezcesa. 
To the Hindu mother, her child, especially her son, 
is everything. From the hour of birth ahe never . 
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leaves him day or night. If poor, she works, 
walking about with him on her hip : if rich, she 
spends life with him on her lap. When he is in 
health, she passes her time in kneading and 
straight.ening his limbs. If he is sick, she fasts 
and watches, and endures every self-imposed 
penance she can devise. She never speaks to or 
of him, without imploring the blessing of Heaven 
upon his head ; and this strong love loees naught 
when the child cease&S to be a toy ; it is the 
mainspring of her conduct throughout life. No 
wonder that in the East an unafFectiQnat;e son is 
a phenomenon ; and no wonder that this people, 
when rage makes them offensive, always begin by 
foully abusing one another's mothers. 

Own to me, Mr. John Bull, if you have can
dour enough, that in this point at least civilization 
gains nothing by contrast with barbarism. With 
us the parents are engrossed during the infancy of 
their offspring by other cares, the search for riches, 
or the pursuit of pleasure. During the trouble
some days of childhood the boy is consigned to a 
n·arsery, or is let loose to pass the time with his 
fellows as he best can ; then comes youth, accom
panied ·by an exile to school and college ; then the 
career or profession, and lastly, the marriage and 
the "young family "-a coup de ~· 

In civilization, ·too, there is between pa.rent and 
child little _community of int.eres1B and opinions: 
the absenCe of _it is the want of a great tie. · Often 
the former has authority over the latter, and abuses 
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it; or the latfier, being independent of the former, 
presumes upon it. The one may be a Boman 
Catholic and a Conservative ; the other, a Methodist 
and a Manchesterian : b,oth &re· equally ready to 
fall out " on principle" about their " principleat." 
The contrary rules in these lands. Opinions are 
heir-looms ; religious ~eta cannot dllfer ; politics 
are confined to politicians ; " principles " there are 
none, and every household instinctively feels, and 
moreover acts upon the feeling, that it.a only 
aofeguard against the host of enemies without, ie 
perfect unanimity within doors : every household, 
I •y, excepting, of course, tlie great, all whose 
members are rivals, and who. hate each other with 
the vivacious family-hatreds· of .Honourable& or 
Bibemians. 

I will end this subject with relating to you why 
tbe Himlu sect cnlletl Darga ja &ewak, discipl• 
of the &a, that is, the Indus, adore Udhh6ro UJ.. 
Ahli, the bigoted Kd.zi of a fanatical Moslem King 
of Thath4, ordered all the heathen tD adopt the 
True Faith, under pain of losing their heads 
unleaa the at,ep were taken within ten days. The 
unfortunate Pagans thereupon repaired tD the River 
and prepared for it a "Deg," or dish, con.taining 
cooked rice, ngar, and clarified butt-er. These 
delicaciee were d"ectual, and preeently a apeam
man on a whit.a at.eed emeigecl from the lood. 
He went atraightway to the KUi's :Mahkameh, 
or court, and dared him to ait upon the water 
without other boat but his ahawL The reverend 



gallantly accepted the challenge, and did not cry 
for aid till he was nearly drowned ; thereupon the 
rider, placing his five finger-tips upon the cloth, 
left on the corner five marks-a cuat;om long. per
petuated by the Moalems 1-and kindly saved his 
adversary. He disappeared, 8B8Uring the people 
that within t.en months he would be bom under 
the name UdhhtSro LU, of a Banyan woman at 
Naarplir, on the Phitto river, some fourteen miles 
east of Haydambd.d. The promise was kept, and 
the young Incarnation became a blessing to his tribe 
by confounding the Moalems in many religious qon
troverines. He kept up this practice during a long 
life. and finally died at Chemo, north of the old 
capital. Bia memory is still green : the River
worahippers visit him once a month, and on the lat 
of Chaitya (March-April) there is a crowded Y4~ 
or pilgrimage, to the place. 

• '1'h.ia, of ooune, ia the Hindu Tenion. The Jrf.o914P"• oinabal7 
... a .. white •pote upon the in~ .iu.t., thlown OY8I' 

the ahoulder, bui they would hardly thut perpetuate tlae m.emGr7 
of a W inSicted b)' riftl Beli(pcmiat&. 
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CHAPTER XV 

THE SINDI MAN-BIS OBA.RACTl!:R, A.1'D :mPmIA.LLY 

WHAT HE DRIKKS. 

To Sindi, by which I undentand the mass of the 
population, ilf the lineal descendant of the ancient 
Hindu race that possessed the country, with a lflight 
admixture of Persian, Arab, Beloch, Bmhui, and 
Afghan blood-you shall hear something of these 
races at a fitting time. Hence, doubtlesa, his mon 
muscular frame and robust general appearance: the 
connection with the superior sub-family has, however, 
possibly :from local causes, failed to produce a 
strictly speaking improved development. .Bia 
complexion varies from a deep muddy choco'Jat,e 
colour, the sign of the lower orders, to the darkest 
olive of Soutbem Europe : his featmea an fiequently 
high and thih, regular and well cut ; the behead, 
unlike the feeble brow of India, is tall and arehed: 
the head is, comparatively speaking, well munded, 
and nothing can be finer than the eyes, the hair, and 
the beard, especially the two latt.er. 

The aocfal position of the 8indi in his own 
coµntry has, for a long term. or yeam, been .mm•u:-
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t.o ibat of the Bu:on in England during the age 
immecliatNy following the invasion of the Northmen. 
Hence it ia that, contrary to what might be expected 
from his phyaieal superiority, his morale hu sunk 
below the average of West.em India. His is em· 
phatically a conquered race. Inhabiting a valley 
with a hot-damp climat.e, the most unfavourable, 
aa opposed to a cold-dry, the most favourable, to 
manliness; uposed to the incUl'Bions of the hardy 
natives of the frigid and arid mountains that look 
clown upon it, he had, perhaps, the bodily strength, 
but he Jacked the firm will, and certainly the 
vigour of mind, to resist invasion, or to• shake 
oft" the invader. As we see him now, a Chinese 
compared with a Tartar, the contempt to which he 
has aul>jected himself by his self-conviction of 
inferiority, and the absence of any object which 
might. infuse eneigy into his actions, have formed 
and fixed him a very slave. 

The principal occupatioDB of the sewed Sindis 
an feeding looks and herds, agriculture, and 
manual Jabour. They own the worst land in the 
povince, the tracts lying near the tails of canals, 
where the inundation seldom ext.ends, because the 
·feofl"ees, whme estates lie about the head, will not 
take the trouble, or go to the expense, of excavating 
the beds. The only remedy for this evil would be 
t.o conftaca.te the whole or part of ihe said estate& 
He a1so holda the grounds cut oft" from land and 
water tnmit i whilst the .Beloch feudal lords and 
t.heir thmng of V888ale secured for themselves moat 
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of the fertile and productive tract.a. Generally 
speaking, they are miserably poor : theirs is a bald 
and squalid wretchedness which must be witnessed 
to be understood. I have :seen whole familie& 
picking up off the roads and highways the grains 
of barley they might chance to find there. And 
under our rule the Moslem is even more wretched 
than he was under the native Princes. 

Throughout Bind, the Hindu element prepon
derates in the cities and towns, the Moslem in the 
country: the former everywhere represent.a capital, 
the latter la."bour. '!'here are few district.a in this 
part of Asia where the cultivators are not bankrupts, 
only prevented from failing, as it were, by it.a being 
the interest of the creditor not to ruin his debtor 
beyond a certain point.· The way by which this 
come& to pass in Sind is as follows. The peasant 
paid one-third and one-half the produce of his fields 
to the ruler, Amfr, governor, or collector : we will 
suppose that he paid it in kind, to· make the hard 
condition as favourable as possible to him. Upon 
the other moiety, or two-thirds, he and his family 
had not only to subsist till the next harvest, but 
also out of it he was rel1uired to economize the 
wherewithal to sow his fields when the season came 
round. Here· lay the dilliculty. The peasant could 
not save.; and it he could, he would not save : so 
when seed was required, he went to the Hindu, the 
usurer and attomey of the little parish ; and, aft.er 
immense trouble, he borrowed, at the rate of about 
ceD:t. per cent., mortgaging at the aame time the . 



Uaury. 299 

coming harvest, the smallest quantity of grain 
deemed necessary. He was then a ruined man. 

Besides receiving an enormous rate of interest, 
the creditor, who can read, write, and compute, 
turns the ignorance of his debtor to profit by 
keeping his accounts in a state of confusion most 
advantageous to the only one that. understands 
them, himself. The wretched Moslem " Ryot,"1 after 
paying off his liabilities half a dozen times or more,. 
is still as deeply indebted as ever. Under the 
native rule it was, and under any system it would 
be, the same. As for discharging the debt.a of the 
Great Peninsula, and starting the community ''clear" 
in the world, as the phrase is, I doubt whether tbe 
revenues of Great Britain would sufti~ Only, 
where natives govern, they keep up larger estab
lishments, market.a for produce, than we do ; and 
they will more easily remit the rate demandab1e
from the agriculturist. The frequent wars, tumults, 
and invasions, too, have one good effect-, allowing 
the ground to lie fallow for awhile. Our rule is, 
and must ever he, by the very . nature of our 
tenure, a few Englishmen amongst millions of 
Hindus and HindiB, a cut-and-dry, mechanical, 
and unelastfo syst.em, equally diatasteful and dis
advantageous to the Princes and to the people. 

The Hindu's reed-pen is a rod of iron, and 
abjectly the unhappy Sindi trembles before it. I 

' In the Bmop8o-.Aaiatio juama, "Brph • ia tlae Talldlla, 
u B.JOt" the Imtian, peuaia': bolJa, JOU 'W01lld ~ 'beJien 
tlae feat of OaoosnPJa7, W., - and the .... AnWo ......, 
Ba'inat, IA-.J 
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was forcibly struck by an example of ita power 
on one occasion when travelling dow.o. the Eastern 
River-valley. My tent was pitched near a little 
village; and the natives, who· in those days con
sidered every European a petty sovereign, were 
careful to come out eH maBl8 and pay their respecta 
to the hat and shooting-jacket. Amongst the laat 
visit.ors was a fair specimen of the race that has 
been most unjustly deaignat,ed as 11 mild and lowly;" 
a dirty, cringing Hindu, with Shylock writ large in 
every Jine of his lean, cold, greedy, hungry counte
nance. With his long legs depending from the aaddle
lea cruppel' of his diminutive 888, whose nostrils 
were split to improve ita wind, he suggested nothing 
but an 011rang-outang bestriding a Newfoundland.1 

Dismounting and standing up, he began humbly to 
detail his grievances, insisting particularly upon the 
bad conduct of some unhappy MusuJman Byot who 
would not pay his debta legally contracted. 

" Hast thou seized his com ! " I asked. 
" Of coUl'BC, great Rajah . but it is not enough I " 
" Hast thou sold his cattle ! "-without them 

the poor '·retch could not plough a square foot of 
field. 

cc Certainly. Long may your Rajahahip 
flourish I but· he still owes me rupees." 

" Hast thou t.aken his wile's jewels, their clothes, 
1 The pan Hindu boldl donkeJ-riding a dillpoe. Tbe iatolu

.... of the .......... ruler com.pellecl ... &nJW to ... the 
lowl7 ...,.,.. ; U. lone of WR~ ooutia\1811 the prutioe, ..a on1J 
now tllo7 ue ..,._,DI to euhanp It for the hoau and for the 
amiage. 
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the ornamenta of their children, their furniture, and 
DO forth!" 

" Yea, but he was BO poor: what were the things 
worth!" 

" And thou hast not turned him out of house 
and home!" 

"He sit.a in the jungle, great Prince." 
"Then, man of dense brains, what wouldst 

thou have me do! What wouldst thou do thy
self!" 

My friend was evidently of opinion that, by 
science and vigour, blood might be extracted from 
a turnip ; and he hinted not obscurely at a mode of 
tiorture which, he assured me, under the native 
Princes, was never known to fail. From his 
account of it I should agree with him, the alt.erna.
tive being literally pay or die. In vlloi.n I attempWd 
to illustrate the homely proverb above quoted ; 
vainly I represented that we civilized Europeans 
allow no corporal punishment for debt, only· a 
compulsory residence in certain Government bunga
lows. My Hindu affected to believe what I was 
saying : . he left me, not daring to grumble, but 
looking his profound dissatisfaction at having come 
.aerou BO thick-headed, and at the same time so 
imaginative, a conqueror. 

In the East, Mr. Bull, such ~ scene is im
pressive, and perhaps matters were never worse 
than in 1876 •. It is. indeed, my firm oonvietion 
that, unleaa the Moslem Sindi be protected by the 
atrong arm of the Jaw against his Hindu oppressor ; 



302 

in fact, by some form of the Encumbered. Est.ata 
Bill, the whole body will be irretrievably ruined. 

During the last quarter-century a few Sindia, 
women as well as men, have Studied the manners 
and customs of their conquerors anfficiently to 
become domestic servants in Euro~ establish
ment.a. They are preferred to those of the Panj'b 
and of India generally : my short experience of 
the Sindi in this form is all in his favour, and 
the lndus ·Flotilla can speak well of his honeaty 
and fidelity. 

The noma.<Hc Sindis who i11habit the hills in 
the western, and the oases in the desert.a of the 
eastern, frontier, are taller, stouter, and hardier 
men than those settled upon the· Indua plains. In 
appearance many are sca.n.-cly to be distinguished 
from their Beloch neighbours ; and the latter, in 
some cases, have learned to respect. their bodily 
strength antl their fitful valour. They live by 
fishing and hunting ; by breeding horseR, camels, 
goat.a, and sheep; by resorting to the low country 
for employment, when agriculture is at a standstill, 
and by cultivating patches of ground to provide 
them and their families with bread. 

The dress of the common Sindi is a cotton shirt 
of probl~matiCal whiteness, and distinguished by 
its shortness from that of the Belooh : his overalla 
(Kttnch) also are tight at the ankle, not wide as the 
hill-man's, and the favourite colour is indigo-blue. 
His tmban (Patkd.) is loosely wound: at times he 
weaJ.11 the inverted broad-brim (Sir4iki-topi) and, if 
well-to-do, 1& Lungi, or wais~ISC&l'( 
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His daily bread is a thick, ftabby cake of &jtj
ftour, a kind of grain, intelligibly described in 
dictionaries as " Penicillaria wlgaris." It is 
mixed with water, well kneaded, ftavoured with 
salt, and baked without leaven on a clay-plate : 
reeking with rancid butt.er, and greenish in colour, 
it has a particularly uninviting taste. This food 
is coDSldered very heating, so the people almost 
live upon it during the cold weather. For the 
rich there are about fifteen kinds of '' Rot," as the 
stuff is most appropriately called, bread made of 
different grains, or cooked in partieular ways.; sqme 
of them, the sweet varieties, rather resembling 
buttered-toast coated with coarse brown-sugar. 
The national drinks are milk and water, not 
mixed The luxurious eat Pulld.ue, your " Pild.ffe " 
borrowed from corrupted Turkish : the dishes are 
dressed in a pseudo-Persian style, and the content.a 
are meat, chiefty mutton, fresh and dried ,fish, vege
tables, fruits, game, and other delicacies. All smoke 
the wat.er-pipe, wluch in these regions is a peculiar
looking affair, composed of a large,· roundish vesael 
of clay,. baked red, with a long, thin neck : 
into this is inserted the stiem, supporting the 
monstrous " Chilam," or bowl, which may contain 
three or four ounces. The smoke, passing through 
the water, is inhaled by a reed-pipe. that projecta 
from the aide of the reservoir. There are aeveral 
varieties of tobacco: the best, called Shik4rp4ri, 
would, I belieVe, .if properly cured, form a valuable 
article of commerce. ·It is now tenibly aweated by 
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being stacked in cocks, cov~red with matting so as 
to exclude the air: ·hence. ita inferiority of flavour. 
Formerly it was used only for .smoking: now the 
people have learned to 'like snWf, a fine powder 
somewhat like that of the .Bombay Parsfs. 

One of the great causes of the Sindi's degeneracy 
is the prevalence of drunkenneas throughout the 
Province. All ranks and creeds, sexes and ages, 
drink hard ; the exceptions being a few religious 
men and dames of godly lives. Oriental-like, they 
sit down to their cups with the firm intention of 
disqualifying themselv~ for arising from them. 
There is no wine made in the country, the grape 
being rare, and generally used for eating. The 
alcohols are distilled from raw-sugar or dates, 
'vith the addition of a little mimosa-bark, and 
other ingredients. When pure, ·they are fiery 
n.s mther or sal volatile, a.nd the novice hesitates 
which to lo.'\th· the most, the taste or the smell of 
the potion. Sometimes it is perfumed with musk, 
citron-pcl'l, saffron or rose-leaves, and the spirit is 
blun.kcl by a plentiful admixture of molasses or 
sugur-cancly. The nobles p1·efer European p,rt>para
tious, <•speciully the strong and sweet, as curn~oa. 
mul noynu. Some of the Pa-rsfs who tmclcd in 
thl'S<' nrtidt?s when wt• first took the prolince made 
consi<lt•mblc sumi;J of moncr. 

'rhc alcohols, however, like the wines and· 
opium, are confined to the higher orders, and those 
who cnn nffo1u such .luxu1ics. The common people 
t·onh:ut t.ht•msclvcs \Vith the. many prepar.J.tions of· 
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the deleterious Bhang, in England called " Indian 
hemp" : 1 and so habituated have they become to it, 
that, like drinkers of laudanum, they can scarcely 
exist without it. Near all the large towns there 
are particular places, called··" Dd.im," wh~re regul~ 
topers assemble to debauch in public. Our Govern
ment has wisely taxed the hemp, which under the 
native Princes almost every peasant grew for him
self : the " Dd.i.ms " should also be licensed or limited 
in number by some means or other, as they are 
most prejudicial to the well-being of the people. 
The building contains a single large, open room, 
generally in a garden planted with basil and ·other 
odoriferous . plants ; there must be a. lofty wall to 
exclude the gaze of passers-by ; but spreading trees 
and a bubbling stream, the scene in which the 

· Persian loves to wrestle with Bacchus, are rare 
luxuries in this land. About sunset, when the 
work of· the day is happily over, the " Bhangfs,'' 
as the habittds are termed, the name being con
sidered light and slighting even by those who 
indulge in the forbidden pleasure, begin to con
gregate. ~h bringing with him his hemp, his 
pipkin, his Asa.,1 or staff, and other necessaries. 
Ensues a. happy half-hour of anticipation. All 
employ themselves in washing out the leaves with 
"three waters;" in pressing the mass. ~tween the 

1 Bhang (in Penia.D, Bang), ia the name of the herb, OcaMa6il 
ICdim or Indtaa, aud. a1ao of the favourite prepanaon of it 
pneentl7 to be clelcn"bed. 

1 The dwarf club with which the clrinken tritunte the amaU 
leav•, hub, uul ...mi of tbe plant, and mix with milk or water. 

VOL. I. .20 
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palms, blessing it lustily the while,. in rubbing it 
down with the pestle, in filling the brass-pot with 
waw or milk, and in sweetening the nauseous 
draught, with irrepressible glee at the nearing pros
pect of the favourite enjoyment. Aft.er drinking 
or smoking the drug, the revellers fasten on the 
water-pipes placed ready upon the floor, and 
between the long puffs they either eat little 
squares of sweetmeat, to increase the intoxication, 
or they chew parched grain and crunch cucumbem 
to moderate it.a effects. After about half an hour 
the potion act.s, and each man is aft"ected by it in 
a different. way. One squat.a, stupid and torpid, 
with "his anus wound round : his knees, and his 
long beard shaking, like a browsing goat's, with 
every nod of his falling head. His neighbour 
may prefer a display of musical skill, in which he 
perseveres solely for his own benefit. Another, 
delighting in privacy, throws a sheet over his 
head, and sit.a in a comer of the room, meditating 
intensely upon the subject of nothing. A third 
talks bald, disjointed nonsense ; a fourth, becoming 
excited, begins to perform a pas seul : if of choleric 
complexion, he will, Irishman-like, do all he can to 
break some dear friend's head. And the multitude, 
the " old hands," sit quietly looking on, occasion
ally chatting, and now and then entertaining one 
another with lies, the most improbable, incoherent, 
and grotesque, that ever shifted from mortal lips 
to mortal ears. There is one peculiarity in the 
aaaembly. If a sing1e individual happen to cough, 
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to sneeze, or to laugh, all the rest, no matt.er how 
many, are sure to follow his example. .And the 
effect.a of the continuous and causeless convulsions 
of the lungs and ca.chinnatory muscles upon a by
stander, not in "Bhang," are striking. 

The social meeting usually breaks up about 
8 p.m., at which hour the members, with melancholy 
count.enances, retire, like strayed revellers, to their 
suppers and their beds. 

You have read, I suppose, Mr. Bull, some 
execrable translation of a cert.a.in spirit-stirring 
tale, 0 Monte Christo." Perhaps you remember 
that truly Gallican part of it, in which th& hero 
administers to his friend "Hashish," the Arabic 
name for prepared Indian hemp, and the romantic 
description of what " Hashish " did to that friend. 
You must know that these are the effects of Can
nabis, not in the deserts of actuality, but in the 
fair fields of imagination, in the fairy world of 
authorism, where men are generous, women con
st.ant, the young wise, the old benevolent. I have 
oft.en taken the drug, rather for curiosity to dis
cover what it.a attractions might be, than for aught 
of pleasure ever experienced. The taat.e of the 
potion is exactly what a iqixture of milk, sugar, 
pounded black pepper, and a few spices would pro
duce. The first result is a contraction of the nerves 
of the throat which is anything but agreeable. 
Presently the brain becomes a.ft'ect.ed ; you feel an 
extraordinary lightnese of head ; your sight settles 
upon one object, obstinately refusing to o.ba.ndon it; 
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your other senses become unusually acute, uncomfort
ably sensitive, and you feel a tingling which shoot.a 
like an electric shock down your limbs, till it voids 
itself through the extremitie& You ntay stand in 
the burning sunshine without being conscious of 
heat, and everf sharp pain is instantly dulled : 
I have heanl of a Sindi stoker drinking Bhang 
before entering a newly drawn furnace to plug the 
tubes in the after-part of a boiler at work. Your 
cautiousness and your reflective organs are painfully 
stimulated; you fear every thing and every body, 
even the man who shved the cup with you, and 
the servant who prepared it ; you suspect treachery 
everywhere, and in the simplest action yot1 detect 
object.a the most complexedly · villainous. Hence 
Bhang has the name of a " cowardly drink," and we 
are probably wrong to speak of fighting-men being 
"Bhang'd up." Your thought.a become wild and 
incoherent, your fancy runs frantic ; if you are a 
poet, you will acknowledge an admirable frame of 
mind for writing such cc nonsense venes" as the 
following: 

"The teeth of the mountaina were eet on edp bJ the eating 
of bet.et, 

Which caused the aea to pin at the beard of the lky. •1 

1 Dr. Berldota ("Qanoon-e-Ialam,''p. T8, Kachu Edition, 1888) 
quote. tha.e linea u an "enigma," and paveq explaina the 
lignification which he auppoee1 them to 1-.r. The7 form part of 
a poem oomiatiag of "noD.HDlle ....... ,.. a fa'VOUl'i.te mocle of 
tri8ing in the But, and oompoeed, men aa7, under the inB.uenoe 
of Bhulg. J>..pit.e thia llD&l1 miatake, I know no work upon the 
nbject of the South Indian Hind!I that better clelarvea a reprint, 
with _.. and cmnctiona, than "The 01Ultoma of the K~ 
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If you happen to exceed a little, the confusion 
of your i.Cleaa and the disorder of your imagination 
become intense. I recollect on on~ OCC&8lon being 
penuaded that my leg was revolving upon its knee 
as an axis, and I could distinctly feel 88 well 88 heal" 
it strike against, and pass through, the oppoeit.e 
shoulder during each revolution. .A:n.y one may 
make you BUft"er agony by simply remarking that a 
particular limb must be in great pain: you cat.eh 
at every hint thrown out to you, nurse it and cherish 
-it with a fixed and morbid eagerness that savours 
strongly of insanity. This state is dangerous, espe
cially tb a novice ; delirium-tremens and ca1Blepsy 
being by no means uncommon terminations to it. 
The generally-used restoratives are a wine-glassful 
of pure lemon-juice, a dozen young cucumbers eaten 
raw, and followed by a few puffs of the Sh1sbah 
(water-pipe). You may conceive the state of your 
unhappy s1iomach after the reception of these 
remedies. Even without ·them you generally suffer 
from severe indigestion, for the unnatural hunger 
of Bhang-intoxication excit.es you tQ eat a supper 
sufficient for two days under ordinary cireumst.an~<'R. 

These a.re the eft"ects popularly associated by the 
Orientals with drinking Bhang, and those which 
I myself experienced. Almost ·every "Banghi," 
however, feels something that di~era from the 
sensations of his neighbour. . Hence you will read 
half a dozen d-=rlptions and not understand how 

of India." The 8iR edition dates from 1832, uul it hu liYed over 
one ....-• before ita ftlue wu ditcoftNd. 
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the writers can be describing the same thing. 
Like ether and chloroform, the drug acts differently 
upon all orpnizations ; a hint to such authors 88 

Profeeeor J olinston, the " Chemist of Common Life," 
who, without personal experience, borrow from one 
aource and expect that it will apply to all. And, 
of course, the more habituated a man becomes to 
the use of the dmg, the more pleasurable the 
excitement it produces. It has two consequences 
which appear to vary only in degree, " the horrors" 
during the fit, and indigestion after it. 

The extensive use made of the preparation by 
the mystics of the East, and the multitudinQua 
visions and preiences with which their maudlin 
moments have been enlivened, have caused the 
drinking of Babzeh, or "verdure," ~ the Persian& 
call it, to be held by ignorant free-thinkers a kind 
of semi-religious exercise. A 86.fi bard thus ad
dressee hie poculum, allegorizing its spirit 88 well 
88 its matter, its inner conU,nts and its outward 
form. 

L 

0 of heroic deed and thought 1111blime 
A.ad word. of fire, myater:ioua foetenr, 

Imagination'• font 1 

And lmpiration'• nune I 

D •• 

To the dull Put thou lend'et a I09ier tinp, 
Brighter bright Hope emerpm from t1aJ ..... , 

And, clipped in thee, 7oung Lon 
Glon with a holier lame. 
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m. 
0.UDt POftriy, &rim Kiaer;y, Ion to &n4 
la thee tlleir bed, their 10le meclioiuer. 

Th7 pot.ant ape1l a1om 
Oaa amooth Paia'1 hommt bl'OW. 

IV. 

Ancl, 8izm bowl, iD t.hee the Sep beholdiu1 
Tn- DOt oblcare of Jrlatter'1 lh.iftillg IOID8. 

Of cleepelt thought derin1 
s.d 111.utu')' lton&. 

.... 

n. 
WithiD. whole oilolet lieit the Worlcl, a lpeak 
Upoa th' im of beiua, lib the mote 

TW monumta.ry beam1 
Ia l>aJ'a all-188iua --. 

'911. 

.bcl cm t1l7 brim the dropl 10 IJUliDa neat, 
Wit.bAI 10 bitter iD their OODBeqU8DC8 ; 

la them, Frielld, miDd'lt thou not 
. Life'1 ologing rlel11noe1 T 

nu. 
Kan ii the heedl.. il7 that COlll8I au.cl ..,.., 
l'lutfrius .. ......,_hil little l]llA of Time, 

Till, ,..... to hil cloom, 
Be 8.viten nne.r more. 

• 

I The JfGeJemi M'Y8 out etemity into two haln1 : A.alfnat, 
11 beainnlna'-em, • ancl Abadinat, '"end1elmeu. • 
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IL 

The anna1a of the world one tale repeat, 
II At auch a moment auoh a one u:pincL• 

Of thia all mindful live-
Jlina, I preparecl to die.. 

The almost univerea.l abuse of Bhang throughout 
the province has doubtless much to do with the 
Sindi's natural vices, inertness and cowardice, lying 
and gasconading. Lente, without the futina, haa 
now become his motto for the_ management of. 
life. The herdsman passes his day under a bush, 
alternately smoking, drinking hemp, dozing, and 
playing upon the reed. The cc navvy" on the canaJa, 
a large class in these regions, ~t.ches up the mud 
with a diminutive hoe, deposit.a it in a dwarf-basket, 
t.oils up the hank at the rate of a hundred yards an 
hour, and aft.er concluding each laborious trip aita 
down, groaning heavily, to recreate binfeelf with a 
pipe, and t.o meditate upon approaching happineaa 
in the form of Bhang. Your boatman on the river 
will, if you permit him, moor his craft regularly 
at noon, t.o enjoy his cups, and not to get through 
his work too quickly. Bo it is with the peasant at 
his plough, the huntsman, the 6sber, the workman, 
the shopman ; in a word, with everybody. 

The Moghala, in ancient times, uaed t.o blunt the 
intellects of state-prisoners by giving them every 
day before breakfast ..a cupful of. what is called 
"Post." A dried poppy-head or two was infused 

1 The name of the bard, who acl.U- himMU, t110N Penico, at 
the end of hU ode. Bia poeay mipt be improved u npma the 
working o1D bia metaphor; I •ve it la&Mt 11 a lpeoimea 
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in warm wat.er, allowed to stand the whole night, 
and in the morning squeezed till none of the juice 
remained in it. The draught was cooled wit.h ice 
or snow in the hot weather-admire the exquisite 
delicacy of Indian politeness I-and it was sweetened, 
and perfumed, before being administered to the 
patient. .After a few months his fr.i.me became 
emaciat.ed, ·his brain torpid and inc1·t ; and these 
£1ymptoms did not cease developing themselves till 
death was the result of the slow-poison too long 
continued. On the other hand, if wanted for the 
throne, the " Poeti" was deprived of the potion for 
some weeks ; and his head was supposed tlot 1:.o 
have suffered material and organic injury. Surely 
this admirable engine of state-machinery might find 
its uses in Europe I 

The Sindi, by drinking his Bhang after dinner, 
instead of before breakfast, allows himself some 
chance against the destroyer; but his health, bodily 
and mental, cannot but suft"er from its eft"ects. Un
like Bhang, opium is considered a "brave drink." 
It is usually taken in the form of " Kusumbd.." A 
quant. aujf. is levigated with a wooden pestle in a 
met,al-pot, and strained through cloth into the palm 
of the hand. " Kusumb&" is extensively used to 
produce what we unjustly call "Dutch courage," 
and the valour of the Beloch swordaQien at Miy&ni, 
where they 'made two of our Sepoy-Mgiments run, 
was, it is said, highly indebted fio it. 

The Sindis, like the unhappy Italians of the last 
generation, have long felt the weight of foreign 
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fetters inherited from their forefathers; ulike the 
ancient Anglo-Scandinavians and Anglo-SaxoDB, 
they have none or the sturdiness and glorious 
phlegm with which the Northerner bore, without 
succumbing tiO, the e:r.ecrabi'le onua of a mast.er'a 
arm. A race of slaves is not nee.essarily cowanlly : 
witness the Nubian and other Ainun bondsmen, 
than whom the world does not contain a mwe det.er
mined, dogged, and deaperat.e set of mftiana. But 
the Sindi ia coli8titutionally a poltroon : his timidity 
is the double one_of mind and body. This remark; 
I repeat, by no means applies t,o the wild.er tribes ; 
and superior climate and the habit of danger have 
made ma.ny of the clans, the Jakhrda, for iDBtance, 
almost 88 brave 88 the Beloch. ·An exception t.o the 
general rules of Oriental resignation and .Moslem 
fortitude, the Lowlander ca.nnot t.a.lk or think of 
death without betraying au abject, grovelling fear, 
and even his Bhang will not give him courage t,o 

faee the bayonet with r.ommon manliness. 
Their preponderating development of cautious

lleSB may account for the falsehood and the vauntmg 
propensities of the people. They deceive because 
they fear tiO trust; they lie because truth is not t.o 
be told with impunity or without an object·; they 
boast because they have a hope of e&cting by "aay
inga • what there are no "doings" t.o do. The habit 
soon becomm conftrmed, especially amongst these 
Baat.erna, who ezaggerate and oveidraw everything in 
pure hat.e of nature and things natural. "Shahbdah 
P~wd.D.," ("Go it, my heroea/'1 cries the Tindal,_ 
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or skipper, of your Dhuncli, 1 at ev~ stroke of the 
sweep hand1ed by his trembling " braves." If a 
score of half-naked boon congrega1ie in a dirty 
village, they will call it a " Shehr," a city. The 
chiP,f of a petty tribe must prefix the title of 
" Malik," king, 1io his ignoble and cacophonous 
name. Your escort, half a dozen ragged matchlock 
men, dubs itself a " LMhkar,'' an army ; and when 
you ride o\·er 1io some great man's palace, accom
panied by a single domestic, your horae-keepr.r is 
wavely termed your " Sawari," or retinue. The 
noble boasts that his clan musters 50,000 men, all 
perfect Rus1iam.8, • o? Camelfords, for fighting :· every 
individualof that 50,000 will, if you believe him, 
convince you that: 

"Hi• j07 ia the fora7, the fra7 bD delight." 

Take up a honewhip, and " Rustam" will infallibly 
decamp as fast as the portable armoury of weapons 
about his person allows him to do. And so on 
with every rank and condition of Sindi SoUth1'0n. 

Yet eo curiously contradict.o.ry is human nature 
in this part of the world, that Sindis as well as 
Beloch have been found to act ".BadJi" for a few 
rupees. The word means a "substitute," that is, 
a man who hires bjmMI:f to confess and be hanged 
for a murder which he nevt:r committed. Before 
this custom was suspect.ed by the conquerol'B-&lld 

I See ohap. DIX. 
• The Peniu hero: a kind of Bercule9, 8amp10D, and 8o1omoa 

combined : althcrdgh a .Papa. be will, u.7 the Sld'aba, 890ape 
eMraa1 pnni•hment bf IWOll of m. n.lour. 



816 Bind Revisited. 

Sir Charles Napier would never thoroughly believe 
in it-many an innocent man doomed himself t.o 
death. I once asked a "Badlf n what had induced 
him t,o become one, and he replied as follows: 

"EM.in I I have been a pauper all my life. My 
belly is ampty. My wife and children are half. 
starved. This is Fat.e, but it is beyond my patience. 
I get two hundred and fifty rupees. With fifty I will 
buy rich food and fill myself before going out of the 
world. The rest I will leave t,o my family. What 
better can I do, &tin ! " 



( 817' ) 

CHAPTER XVI. 

TB1ll BINDI WOKAN-BSPEOIALLY DB PBBBON 

AND DB.BSS. 

IN treating of the fair sex, we ought, I suppf)88, 
Mr. Bull, to commence by a sketch of superficialities, 
of peraoD&lities. • 

The first ~g remarked by the Eastern traveller 
home-returned to the streeta of his native or neigh
bouring town, is that scarcely any two individuals 
resemble each other. In the most civilized European 
countries there has been such a mixture of blood 
and breed, that an almost infinit,e variety of features 
and complexions, shapes and forms, has long been 
grafted upon the original stock which each region 
grew. He thus explains to himself how it was that 
during his earlier months of wander1ng he thought 
all the men he met brothers, all\ the women ais1iera j 
and he -remembers that, till hts eye became familiar 
with ita task, he could trace no more distinction 
between individuals·than a Cockney would discover 
in two whit.a sheep of a size. · 

Caste, 1 in ~ part of the Eastern world, groups 

l Thia oorrapted Portuga.. 'WOid («Uta) 1aa7 'f'8IUaU7 be 
applied to ~ half-Biuclu Kuaulmaa of 8iDd ancl Iama; thoqh, 
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the population of a country int;o ao many distinct 
bodies, each bearing a peculiar likeness t;o the other, 
and all a gel'.eml relation to the charactaistic face 
and form of the tribe. Rank niakes some dliFerence 
of .colour : the higher it is the fairer the skin ; 1 

and wealth gives a delicacy of feature and figure 
not t;o be found amongst the ill-fed, ill-clad, and 
hard-worked poor. · But not the less they fail to 
destroy the family resemblance which naturally 
uiata between individuals of the same country, age, 
and creed. 

I must request you to be present at the unpack
in1 of a Bindi gentlewoman of high degree ; during 
which operation I shall lecture upon the points most 
lilely to interest you, sir. · 

Observe, she stands before you in her Burka', 
ungraceful prototype of the most graceful mantilla, 
which has frequently, and not inaptly, been com
pared with a shroud. Its breadth at the shoulders, 

properl7 apeaking, no 1uch diatmction prevaila in the world of 
El-hlam. 

1 So much 10 that a Hndfl, or traditional aying of Mohammed, 
declan9 that none of hia deecendanta aha1l be dark-coloured nien. 
Even amongst the negroea of Central Africa, we &nd the chief 
lighter-tinted than hia 1ubjecta. The fact n1ulta, doubtle11, from 
a 181.ection of 1yicies : the fair Hin being generally 10ught after. 
T.hia ia almoat thu onl7 point on whi~h I dare to dill'er with the 
learned Dr. Darwin'• theory of development. Acconling to that 
IDOlt candid and honeat of authon, one. of the gloriea of our 1119, 
the blackut of a black race, and the !at&elt-DOled amongst flat
D0181, lhould be the model of beaut7. M7 experience i1 diatinctly 
the nmme: wherever in the four quarten of the world, I aaw a 
pretty woman, •he wu genera.Uy admired. Thia ia a queation of 
fact """" theory, and I will not obaeure it by IU1Jpcmng any 
ideaHne of beaut7 unh·enally recogni&ed by 'the human brain. 
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D&m>wing off towards the feet, makes it look 
uncommonly like a coffin covered with canvas : 
the romantically inclined det.ect a "solemn and 
nunlike appearance in the costume," and the ~per
stitious opine that the figure thus arrayed " looks 
like a ghost." The beat material is thick home-made 
cott.on-cloth, which ought to 1>e white, but, like a 
Suliote's frock, it is too oft;en "t/:une blancl&eur yro
bllma.tique : " a strip of coarse net, worked lattice
wise, with the mnaJl <Bila de 'btnf opposite the eyes, 
covers and conceals the face. This article is a tat 
of "respectability," and is wom in token of much 
modesty and virtue: satirical Sindis, howev~, are 
in the habit of dec1aring that it is a bit of rank 
prudery, and that tho wearer of the Burka', so far 
from being better, is generally a little worse, than 
her neighboun. Our dame is very strict, you may 
see, in " keeping up appearances : " in addition to 
the mantilla, she wears out of doom a long wide 
cotton " P4ro," or petticoat, for fear thd.t chance 
should expose the tips of her orange-coloured toe
nails to a strange man's ardent gaze. . 

She ~ now in her indoor-costume. Over her 
head, extending down to the waist I>ehind, is a veil 
of ThatM-silk, with a rich edging, the whole of red 
colour, to denote that the wearer is a " Subb4gan," 
or happy wife ; widows and old wo~en generally 
dress in white. 'l'he n~t garment is a long wide 
.shift, opening in. front, somewhat aft.er the fashion 
of a Frenchman's blouse; the hanging sleeves are 
enormous,. and a richly-worked band or gorget 
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confines it round the throat. At this, the c0ld 
season, it is made of expensive brocade ; in summer, 
Mult411-muallii. would be the f4ahionable atufE 
There &l'9 no stays to spoil the shape : their looum 
tenet11 is a harmless "Gaj," spencer, or bodice of red 
velvet, in shape and duty like the RoQl&D. "stro
phium ; " it fits the form as tightly as possible, 
concealing the bosom, and fastening behind. The 
" t.erminations," of blue silk or satin, are huge bags, 
very wide at the back, to act as poliason or crinoline, 
and narrowing towards the extremities aufliciently 
to prevent their ramng over the foot. These are 
gatheretl in at the ankles ; and correct t,aste req~ 
this part· tO b8 so tight, that our dame never takes 
less than twenty minutes to invest her lower limbs 
in the " Sutthan," or pantaloons. I must call upon 
you to admire the "N'1-o" (trowser-string) : ~t is 
a cord of silk and gold, p1aited together, with a 
cirdet of pearls at both ends, surrounding a ruby or 
some suc}i stone set in wire, f1dld concealed by the 
coils of the pendant extremities. A peculiar im
portance attaches to this article ; and BUBtl dar band
i-iutr, or "laxity about the trowser-string," conveys 
a very insulting innuendo. Concludes the toilette 
'vith s1ippers, a leathem sole, destitute of hind
qunrtcrs, whose tiny vamp hardly covers the toe-tips: 
it.a 01,·1.uunent.s are large tufts of ftoes-Bilk, various
coloured foils, wings of green beetles embroidered, 
or seed-pearls sewed, upon a ground of bright 
cloth. To see the wearer tripping and stumbling 
at ~very second step, you would imagine thu.t the. 
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Sindi man had. like the Celestial, knowingly put u. 
limit to his wife's powen of locomotion. But no, 
Mir, it is only " the fashion ; " licensed ridiculousneaa. 
If you ask the gentlewoman what she thinks of her 
European sister's toilet., she will sneer, and t.ell you 
that it is o. collection of" little rngs." 

A n.•d Rilk vt•il (Cht'ini or .Rawa), a frock of 
white muslin, through whicb peeps the crimson 
bodice, and blue pantaloons, own that the lady's 
costume, though utterly at variance with .Le Follet, 
and calculated to drive Le Petit C<nwrier into 
o. st.at.e of demency, is by no means wanting in a 
certain wild and picturesque attrootiveness. ·It is 
decent, too : amongst Orientals generally, the result 
of seclusion is a costume utterly unfitted for male 
BOCiety. 

And now for the dame's personale. Her long, 
fine jetty locks, perfumed with jcssamine and other 
strong oils, are plast.ered ov~ a well-arched forehead, 
in two broad flat bands, by means of a mixture of 
gum and water. The "back hair " is collected into 
one large tail, which frequently hangs down below the 
waist and, chief of many charms, never belonged t.o 
n.ny other person : it is pl&itied with lines of red silk, 
resembling the trowser-string, and when the head, 
as frequently happens, is well shaped, no coiffure 
can be prettier. Her eyes are large &J?.d full of fire, 
black and whit.e as an onyx-stone, of abnond shape, 
with long droopiQg lashes, undeniably beautiful I 
do not know uactly whether to approve of that 
setting of . Kaijal, the fii,igo of the Boman fair, 

VOJ,,. L !l 
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which eucirclt>l'i the gt!lllR ; it hl'igl1tt>ns tlm colour 
and defines the form, but alAO it exaggerates the 
eyes into becoming the feature of the face, wliich is 
not advisable. This cosmetic is" lampblack, collected 
by holding a knife over the flame of a lamp, and 
&J•plicd, with a glaAa, leaden, or wooden needle, 
calfod a" :Mil." to the edges of the eyelids. Men 
pl'l'fer Kohl. or raw antimony finely triturated ; this 
givl'B a bluish colour. Upon the brow and cheek
bones a little powdered talc is applied with a 
plet:lgct of cotton, to imitate penpimtion, a horrible 
idea, borrowed from Persian poetry, and to com
municate, as the natives say, cc salt" to the skin. 
The hair is washed with argillaceous cc Met," or 
fuller's earth, called in Hebrew· and Arabic "Taft," 
and by the Persian " Gil-i-Sanhui," or head-wash
ing clay; it is quarried at Haydambd.d and other 
places, and used as soap. The poor mix it with 
mncicl oil of mustard ; the rich with rose-leaves and 
various perfumes. The cheeks are slightly tinged 
with lac-rouge, a vegetable compound which I 
strongly recommend, by means of you, air, to the 
artificial complmon-maken of the West. 

The nose is straight, and the thin nostrils are 
delicately ~ed. You, perhaps, do not, I do, 
admire their burden, a gold flower, formed like 
a buttercup, and encrusted with pearls. There are 
several kinds of nasal ornameata : the usual wear is 
a Jaq,ie metal ring fixed in either Wing, or a smaller 
circle depending from the central cartilage. When 
removed, a clove, or a stud of silver of aimilar 
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shape, is insert.eel. into the hole to prevent it.a closing. 
The bit of black ribbon which connect.a it with the 
front hair is strictly according to the canons of con
trast. The somewhat sensual mouth is well formed; 
the teeth are like two rows of jesaamine-buds, the 
dentist and the dentifrice being things unknown ; 
and moles, imit.at.ed with a needle dipped in anti
mony, give a tncol.or effect to the oral region. 
The lips and gums are stained with a bark called 
M~, which communicat.es to them an unnatural 
yellowish tinge ; it is not, however, ao offensive to 
the eye as the Miesi 1 of India. As a lo.rge ear is 
much aclmired, that member is flattened out 'BO is 
to present as e.s:t.enaive an ext.erior as possible ; 
an<l as pale palms and soles are considered hideous, 
thoie part.a, the nails included, are stained blood-red 
with henna. 'fhis East.em privet has two eft"ecta 
upon the skin ; it is an astringent as well 88 a 
dye : unlike the noxious metallic compounds of 
Europe, it improves the hair ; the smell is·fragrant 
88 hay, nor is the trouble of applying it great. 
Orientals suppose that it spoils by k"Ping. but they 
are in error; when leaving India, I took several 
bottles of it, carefully corked aud wued, round the 
Cape, and a five months' voyage did not in any 
way injure their content& To prepare it, the dried 
leaves must be pounded in warm wa• ~r rice-gruel, 

• A. powder of 'fitriol, ateel 8linp, aacl other inp'edienta. It ia 
nbbecl iD&o the ruota .of the teeth u a antiaeptic, and a ,...... • 
...an apiDd the •l'eca of the quioldime chewed with betel-nm; 
• oo1ov -.- bettrelll ran wl .....,.. ; the appeuuoe ia .................... 
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t.cn c>r tw·elve hours l>C(orc URe ; it Rhould then be 
plnc~aJ for a while in the sun, or expoaed to gentle 
J1eat. Tl1e pa!1t.c, which stains the nails o.nd every 
part of the Rkin except the sc&lp, is applied with a 
brush, from tbc root.a to the point.a of the hair, after 
being wcll cleo.ned with soap or pco.rl-uh : five or 
six hours BUftice to produce o. deep brick-dust hue, 
which a paste of indigo-lco.,yes, called at Dnm1\RC118 
"black henna," speedily converts into o. bottle-green, 
and, lastly, int.o o. jetty, lustrous, crow's-'\\iug colour. 

Finally, hair on the arms being held an unequi
vocal mark of low breeding, it is carefully removed 
hy means of a certain depilatory called u Ndreh." 
This stuff is composed of orpi~cnt or yellow n.raenic 
(1 oz.), pounded and mixed with quicklime (.S. oz.), 
till the compou~ 888Umes a uniform yellowish tinge. 
It is applied to the skin in a pute made with warm 
water, and must be washed off after a minut.c or 
two, aa it burns 08 well 08 at&ins. The invention 
is ascribed by W eatcm authora t.o the fastidious 
Sulayman (Solomon), who could not endure t.o see 
tho hirsute state of H. M. Billda of Sheba's bare 
fogs. A depilatory is still wanting t.o civilization : 
even Bond Street pcrfumera have none which they 
can reeomm@d to their customen; but I will not 
pufF this rude receipt. Our beauty, you see, wean 
no stockings ; but callosities, and other complaint.a 
which call foi: the chiropodist and Papier Ji'at1Grl, 
are not likely to oft'end our eyea. 

But, though we have pl'.Onouncecl the coatum, 
OD' the whole picturesque there is, I must eonfe8I. 
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something grot.esque in the decoration of the 
penon : both savage and semi-barbarous peoples 
can never rest .content with the noblest handiwork 
of Creation. They must gild refined gold; tattoo or 
tan, paint or patch, a beautiful skin ; dye or chip 
pearly teeth, and frizzle or powder " hyacinthine 
lockL'' Deadly sins against good t.aste are all 
these adulteries of Art, which should copy, and. 
not att.empt to improve upon, Nature. But polished 
Europe, ao far from being free from them, is the 
very wont of o:fl'enden : witness the crinoline, the 
chignon, the tall heel, and the Grecian-bend, not to 
speak of those abominable pendula called eaninga. 

In point of ornaments, the Sindi charmer's t.aat.e 
is execrable. We now own that a Sevigu~ adds 
nought to the charms of a fine forehead, nor takes 
aught from the uncomelinesa of lm ugly brow ; 
and that a simple black velvet band is at least as 
becoming as circles of ma.saive metal or gaudy 
stones. Unhappily, however, for polit.e Europe, 
although the daught.er condemns as out of dat.e 
what the mother delighted to weai:, her daughter 
will .certainly revert to it because her mother did 
not, and her grandmother did, wear it. In the 
East there is none of this feeling. The comparative 
scantiness of the toilet calls for a number of 
ornaments which, like other thin~ Oriental, are 
neither changed nor renewed : handed down aa 
heirloomB in the fiunily, they form a conaidcrable 
portion of it.a wealth, and they a.re conatantly 
accumulating ; · the interest upon the outlay of. 
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f~apitnl being the intense gratification which the 
proprietors experience in displaying them. 

The popular frontal jewel ia a ponderous concern 
of !,rolc.l, set with crystals or stones of any or of no 
vu.Jue. It is generally divided· into three parts,. a 
centre-piece occupying the middle of the forehead, 
anll flanked by amaller side-pieces that rest upon 
the temples. There is a lighter form of the same 
triptychal article, but both are too expensive to come 
within the means of the poor. The whole ear, lol~, 
helix, and little ear, is so covered with weighty orna
ments in the shape of gold-rings, studs, jewelletl or 
enamelled st.D.l8J and bell-like pendant.a, that it and 
its appendages require to be supported with tiny 
chains. Varieties of the necklace are as disagreeably 
abundant. . One kind, wom tight round the neck, 
is formed by simple or double strings of small or 
large beo.c.ls of gold, silver, or glasa th!eaded on silk : 
another is a similar ornament of embossed metal : 
a third is a solid torpJle, looking more like an instru
ment of punishment than a personal deco1·ation ; 
iwd very little better than the English dog-chain of 
latest fashion. The finger-rings are generally plain, 
broad or nmTOw circles of metal : the rich ornament 
them with precious stones, and the very laahionable 
wear upon the thumb a little looking-glass, in which 
they are }'K'rpctually ,·ie\t"iug their channa. They 
never use the Indian ,. bangles," thin ringa of 
stained gluaa or BeOling-w~, of which well-dreaaed 
\vomen carry a dozen to each wrist. On the arm.a, 
besides a number of wriatleta, bracelets. and arm1eta 



317 

of-gold, silver, or ivory, in the abape of rings, studs, 
flowers, and chains, solid, hollow, or filled up with 
meltA!d rosin, the dame 8Uspenda a talisman or two, 
called a Ta'awiz:1 it is carefully preserved, and justly 
CODBiderecl the most valuable part of her trinket&. 
This Grigri, as Guinea calla it, is usually a slip of 
paper with a quotation from the Moslem's Holy 
Writ; some curious spell to avert the Evil Eye, or 
a song to some dead Saint,encloaed in a amall silver 
caae and fastened. on by black silk threads, very old, 
and use-browned.. A friend of mine who had earned 
local celebrity for writing ·them, showed me an 
ancient gentlewoman who for two years had home 
the mystic woida 

., C d Me," 

of coune in our vemaculaT, curiously and confusedly 
diapened, letter by letter, throughout the squares, 
circlea, and lozenges, in which the precious docu
ment abo~ded. And although my frien"ci had on 
one occaaion explained to the old widow, in excellent 
Bindi, the purport Of her IC preservative, n ahe, insist
ing wrong-headedly, 88 seniors at times will, upon 
the fact that ahe had worn the article in queation 
during a very prosperous period of'her life, decidedly 
refuaed t,o discard it. 

The ankleta, 88 you aee. resemble. the armleta in 
all pointB, ucept that they contain a greater ID888 
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of metal. :Perhaps the. prettiest is a ailver ring 
supporting a fringe of 8mall circular bells which 
tinkle at every motion of th~ owner's feet. The 
ring& on the toes have not an unpleasant el'ect, and 
the common circlets of enamelled silver suit the 
colour of the henna remarkably well. 

Now the Bindi lady stands before you in her 
veil, frock (" chemisette " would sound prettier, but 
be decidedly incorrect), bodice, pantaloons, and slip
pen; painted, patched, and dyed; be-ringed, be
necklaced and be-charmed lit.erally from head to iioe, 

both parts included. Her attitude is not ungraceful: 
she carries herself welt, she never stoops and, observe, 
she baa high but not round •ouldera. She holds 
n. silken string attached to a tassel that contains a 
bit of musk, and to the nice conduct of this scent
bottle she devotes much of her attention. In reply 
to our salutations she raises to her forehead the 
riAht hand, never the left, and briefty ejaculates 
" 8al4m." If we ask her to sit down she will take 
a chair, but, being in the habit of squatting, she will 
certainly place at lcnst one foot upon the seat, to 
088ume, as nearly os possible, the position moat 
familiar to her. If she drops her pocket-handker
chief, an arti~le of toilet ~ to be looked at, not 
to use, she is more likely to pick it up with 11cr toes 
than with her fingers : Easterna are all more or 
1C88 quadrumanoua. In her c0ntinual adjustment of 
her veil, I see a little ennui as well as coquetting; 
she is tired of conl·eraation ; she is not prepared for 
1mgbt savouring of facetioUSlles&, being " upon her 
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dignity,• and she longs for a wat.er-pipe. Now, 
while she is puffing it with immense satisfaction, 
inhaling every atom into her lungs, and sedulously 
displaying, at the same time that she pretends to 
conceal, her arm and waist, I will oblige you with a 
hasty sketch of her life, o.a true to nature as I can 
draw it. 

Our visitor spent her early yeua in the 
"Harem," where she was frequently chastised by 
her mama, and where she scolded and romped with, 
pinched and scratched, the sl~ve girls, and conducted 
henelf generally in a way which would have horrified 
the correct Mistress Chapone. Long before her 
teens she was a miniature of her· parent in dress 
and ornament, and she waa painfully wide-awake, 
knowing much that she ought not to have known. 
At the early age of six she WI$ mistress of the art 
of abuse and the rudiments of play, here synonymous 
with cheating : the go.mes generally preferred are 
dice, cards, and s~veral kinds of backgammon 
played with kauris, or Indian shells ( Cypt"M1-moneta). 
Then began her "serious" education: she was taught 
to cut out and sew dresses; to knit and embroider; to 
repeat a few prayen and, as no expense was spared 
t,o make her perfect, a matronly pedagogue attended 
to teach her the reading of her mother tongue, and 
the letters rather than the words of the Koran. 
Of course, she was not allowed to write, on account 
of the dangerous practi~ to which that attainme11t 
leads. But she ·wasted almost as much time °' our 
maidens do upon music ; the only dift"erence being 
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tbo.t, instca.d of eliciting dismal sounds from the 
pianofort.c, she dr11:mmed upon the timbrel, ancl she 
sedulously exercisecl her voice. From that somnific 
thing the drawing-master, and· from the torments of 
the profeBBor of dancing she was spared ; the former 
being yet to be, the latter a purely professional, and 
by no means a rcspcctnble, u party " in this part of 
the world. En rer:cmche, she learned in the Gynm
ceum a style of saltation which is best described 
by the French 11uly's exclamation, at a Bombay 
"N&cb," "Mais, t1wn Dieit, ! c'est un cancan!" 

Her tenth year found her prepared, in body as in 
mind, to become o. matron, and eagerly enough she 
looked forWard to the change, because she shrewdly 
suspected that, in the holy state, her liberty would 
not be so so.dly curtailed. She was early debarred 
the enjoyment of accompanying her mother's slave
girls to the well, the place of t•t!union.s and of 
com1e1·8CJZ'ioni; the" scandal-point" and the" pulilp
room " of each little coterie. To her, life became 
dull and drear as that of an English country house. 
One of her father's ncighboUl'B determined to obtain 
her for his lad ; not because either father or son 
had seen, o.dmired, or loved the child, but the 
connection appeared good, and the youngster was 
old enough ·for a wife. Bo a she-Mercury was 
despatched to the mother of the future bride. with 
many compliments, and with most stJ.lingeYit orders 
to ·remark the furniture of the house, the conduct 
of its inmates, and particularly the age, countenance, 
CO!Jlplexion, demeanour, gait, manners, and accom~ 
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pliahment.a of the do.ughtcr. The latter, on the other 
hand, was warned by her parent t.o conduct heraelf 
with the nicest decorum; to squat with her veil 
almost covering her head ; never to reply till 
addreaaed two or three tunes, and by no means to 
spit : aa her vivacity appeared likely to get the 
better of prudence, she was soundly slapped. to 
induce a grave and reflective turn of mind. 

The visit passed oft' well, without, however, any 
thing being concluded. The " Wakfieh" 1 hinted at 
the object of the call, but her hosts, being people 
of fashion, merely replied, with the falsehood of 
con11manM, that they " had no present int.eation of 
marrying their daughter." This, as the artistic 
ambassadress, who had grown old in the art of 
making every one's business her own, knew perfectly 
well, meant that they intended doing so at the 
first possible opportunity. Thereupan she returned 
to her employer and reported success. 

As a second visit of the kind must not take 
place before the month has elapsed, the parents of 
the datnoiaeau aud the demoiaeUe spent their time 
in colle~g all maliner of information about the 
future couple from friends and neighboun, and the 
latter systematically withheld objectionables, because 
they expected a feast when the affair came off. The 
nut ambaaaade wae decisive, and ~ lucky day wu 

• I TJae 11 ~,'' or 11 Jin. Gad .. bo1Jt," II thja oJ-. ia 
cUled b7 an Bngliab ladJ, who wrote an amaaiDg and, pariou to 
a7, an aocarate book about India (Kn. Mir BlllUl Ali'• 
o~ cm t.be 111111Ulmana of India, 1889) 
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fixed upon, nt a. decent clistance, for the preliminary 
rite of betrothal. 

On the appointed evening the groom's relations 
of both sexes nsscmbled, and rcpnired with music 
ancl fireworks to the bride's house, cnrrying n present 
of bijoutcrie ancl cli-csses. They found everything 
prepared for their reception; the men's rooms were 
strc\T'cd with ptpcs ; the ." Zentlnnli," or Gynmceum, 
wns sprcud with the best cm1Jl•ts, and hung with 
huge nosegays of strong-scented flowers. The 
intended wus publicly dressed in new clothes of the 
most expensive description, and omamented with 
the garlands, nnd the jewels sent by the p'1-8tendu; 
henna was then placed upon her hands, and she was 
seated in a co11spicuous part of the room, the centre 
of all attraction. There she continued for a. while, 
modestly confused, with eyes fixed on the ground. 
Her mother, then summoning the barber's wife, or 
rather the female-barber, an important personage 
on these occo.sions, desired her to carry a pot of 
milk o.nd a tray of sweetmeats into the gentlemen's 
apartments. This the old wife did, and, with much 
jesting nnd raillery, made the pnrty cat, drink, and 
be merry. She stayed with them till they all 
recited, with raised hands, the Fd.tihah, or opening 
chapter of the· Koran. The father of the bride, who 
was concealing his intense delight at getting rid of 
the "housel1old cn!amity." namely, a daughter, 
under a mingled expression of giief and shame, 
appointed a day for the nuptial ceremony. Next 
took pface a great f8te, beginning with a feast, nnd. 
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ending with music and dancing ; the festivities con
tinued for about a week, and with them concluded 
the preliminary ritie, betrothal. 

After this stage of the proceeding it is considered 
somewhat dishonourable to break off a match. At 
the same time, there is no such vulgarity in El-Islam 
as a suit for breach of promise, a demand for coin 
wherewith to salve wounded feelings and broken 
heart. Nor is there any religious impediment to a 
dissolution of the engagement. After the ceremony, 
as before it, the bridegroom is never, strictly speak
ing, allowed to see his intended ; but as, all the 
world over, that formidable person, the mother-in
law, is disposed at this stage of the proceedings w 
regard ner new son with favour, such events are by 
no means so rare as they should be. 

The maiden was married about a year after her 
betrothal, a delay politely long, as hurry towards 
matrimony is considered a suspicious sign. No sum 
of money that the family oould aft'ord was spared : 
the feastings and merry-makings began a month or 
six weeks before the ceremony. All that Sindian art 
could do. was put into requisition to make the bride 
logk as pretty as possible. Cosmetics, oils, unguents, 
dyes, perfumes, depilo.tories, the paint-brush, and 
the tweezers, were pressed into the service ; each 
matron and every attendant abigail _of the hundred 
visitors having some infallible recipe for 

and, with truly feminine pertinacity, insisting upon 
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trying it. The wonder was that, what. with their 
vellicationa and shampooing& ; eternal bathinga, and 
stuflings with Ch11ro 1

; frictions with sandal-wood 
and pitileaa scounnga-with Pitlii 1 they left the poor 
girl any beauty at all. Moat of the t.orment was 
exhausted upon the bride : the Hajjd.m, or barber, 
contented himself with "cleaning" the male patient; 
and the friends of the family exercised their active 
minds in dressing him up, so as to give him as 
much as possible the appearance of a "gentlemanly
looking young man." 

To describe o.t full length all the meaningleas 
puerilities and the succession of feasts that con
stituted the "·marriage in high life" would be a tia8k 
RS tedious as profitle~. Briefly to sketch them, 
both families k~pt ,open h'luse and invited the 
whole body of their relations morning and even
ing; drinking, smoking, and chatting all the day, 
and filling up the night with danceR, in which 
profeseionnl performers displayed their charms ; 
whilst singers and bands of unmusical instruments 
screamed, jingled, and mttled out.side the doors for 
the edification of the excluded valgar. . A number 
of presents passed between the bride and the bride
groom ; a aeries of visits kept their relations, to use 
a native phrase, in the state of " washerman's hound 

1 An llnleavened cake of wheaten Sour made into dough with 
clu.ritic,\ butter, and 111ixed with brown augar-a biliou 1De1B, 

Jl<'pllln.rly llt}l}lOBCd to increaae tJae delicacy of ~ Ilda. 
= A &t1CC\.>dnneu01 for aoa1>, compoHcl.o( 1weet oil and the lour 

of '' llUh," a kind of phueolu, 
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twixt house and pond." 1 Dresses and jewels were 
canvassed, prepared, tried on, and scrutinized with 
religious care ; the bridal paraphernalia, 1 consisting 
of clothes, toilette-cases, trinkets, garlands, and a 
number of articles of furniture, especially mirrore, 
were sent by the future husband to the wife, and, 
finally, expiatory ceremonies. were penormed so as 
to defeat all the malevolent intentions of the Fiend 
and the Evil Eye. 

Next came the Church's part of the solemnity. 
On the appointed evening, the Kazi, or the Mulld., 
was invited to the house of the bridegroom's father, 
where he found a gathering of both families, the 
sex, however, being strictly excluded. Then the 
man of learning, in set phrase, thrice asked the 
maiden's parent, who had constituted himself her 
trustee, whether he agreed to many his daughter 
to such and such a person. He replied solemnly 
in the aftirmati ve. Thereupon the marriage-settle
ments were made ; and, as the father of· the bride 
wished to give as little and to receive as much as 
possible-moreover, as, passing strange to relat.e, 

1 "Dhobi k£ ku*, na gbar kl., m, gb't li ; " literally, 
"belonging neither to houae nor gh4t," or landing-place, upon 
whoee nape the men of such are wont to ply their vocation. 

• This is the "Jahu," or dowry : it is the wife'it propntJ ; it 
delcends to her children and, ill cue of her dying without iuue, 
it belongs to her nearest of kin. The aettlemelit made b1 the 
bridegroom is called the 11 Mahr : " it is a religiOUI aa.d Konnie 
obligation, wi~ whioh no marriage is lawful : u, however, 
the bride is allo--4 to remit an incle11Dite portion of it, it ii more 
pnerr.Jq owed than paid. 
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the father of the bridegroom seemed possessed by 
a spirit of direct opposition-the scene that ensued 
was genemlly animated, but by no means always 
decorous. It ended in the old way when a thing 
must be done, by both giving up a little to each 
other. Then the Kazi, rising from his seat, began 
to recite Arabic prayers, benedictions, the formula 
nuptial-contract, and certain chapters of the Koran, 
setting forth the beauties of matrimony, and the 
lovely lives of sundry hen-pecked Patriarehs an4 
Prophets. Concluded this affecting part of the rite 
'vith o. g.encml congrn.tulo.tion aDd o. heavy pull 
upon the father of the b1idegmom's purse by the 
man of .Alln.b, and by all those who could find the 
lcust pretext to assist him in ·the operation. The 
Koran does not permit Kazis to take fees for marry
ing, l'('ttdiug prayers or preaching to, ancl burying 
the Fu.ithful. Revelation lmving been unnccommo
tlating in this little matter, the re,·erends are 
oLlig~d to content thcmsclvcK witb clnily pay, oc
cnsionnl bcncvolcmces, nnd grants of land. Presents 
of cnmcls, horses, golll-hiltcd swords, llroBBCs of 
honour, ornnmcnts, and jewellery, were showered 
about in such profusion tbat even to the present day 
poor Patc1fnmilins feels the effects of n lihemlity, 
whieb nothing coultl linvc provoked but the absolute 
ccrtniJli.y tlmt upon it dcpemlcd his own good 
name, nncl the resp<.'ct of nll bis fellows. 

At Inst the nocturnnl pi·oce~sion took pince. The 
hridt'groom was bntbed, dressed, gnrln.nd'd, and 
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adomecl with all the attcntiun thll' to so impo1t.ant 
an occnl'ion. l\lounted on a white horse magnifi
crntly caparisoncd, and surrounded by a crowd of 
n·lations, friends, and spcctat.ors, with flags and 
fireworks, musicians, gymnasts, and dancing girls, 
ne parac.lcd the streets, visited the mosque if he had 
time, ancl nt Inst reached the bride's house. He 
tben dismountc>tl, antl was led or carried into the 
courtyanl, wlu•rc the women. of the family received 
him: h" culrn·tl tlm mn.lc assembly, and was almost 
immedio.tt•ly rrmovecl to the "Zenua.h," where the 
bride a\\•o.itt•d his coming. A number of uninterest
ing cercmonfos followed, and, finally, the "happy 
two" were left together with the pleasant cer
tainty that at dt\Wn they must rise to bathe, dresa, 
say thc•ir prayers, and receive the congratulations 
of their friends. 

Our SiDtli gentlewoman (she aignifiea that she 
wants another pipe) then entered upon life in real 
earnest. She was permitted by her Faitn to call 
upon her parents once a week before the birth of 
the first child ; but all 'he terron of religion, atripea 
included, are directed against the wife who dares to 
visit her home without her huaband'a order-what, 
then, can the poor woman do but duly and openly 
disobey them! Sho did so once a day, sometimes 
tWice, and her husbD.nd, as might be. expected, felt 
the reaultb. Availing herself of the privilege of ripe. 
womanhood, she ad.lied smoking and the chewing of 
betel~nut to her other accomplishments. She spent 
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338 

hours in decorating henell, not to fascinate, as she 
ougbt to have done, the eye of her spouse, but with 
the strictly feminine object of ~xciting, by a display 
of clrcsses, the envy, spite, and rage of her family, 
friends, and " eoeiety" in general. She punctually 
attended all feaatings and junke~ga, nor did 
she neglect the lairs at the tombs of Saints, and 
other religious aasemblies, where religion is usually 
the thing least thought of. She had promised, by 
proxy, not directly as our betfier-halvea do, to " love, 
honour, and . obey" her gooch11an : she did neither 
this, that, nor the other. Old Sa'adi, the Oriental 
moralist (about 88 moral a writer, by-the-by, 88 

Pietro Aretino, or Pigault ~brun), ~kea it the 
lign of respectability in a house, that woman's voice 
should never be heard beyond its walla. The fair 
Sindi knows nought of Sa'adi, and cares about as 
much for the old fogy's tests and opinions : she 
1COlded her husband with womanly vigour, loudly 
and UD1e1pectably, at all hours. 

Aftm the birth of the mat child the pditu 
.u;rea cf6 la '1ie conjugale began to gather. The 
wife had been indulging a little too freely in the plea-
111191 of-brandy. Her apouae diacovered the cir
oumatance, and chastised her corponlly for the 
111ne. Be ahou1d have begun that discipline earlier. 
Inateac1 of bowing her head, aha awore, with a howl, 
that hie face wu a .. black Creation of Allah'L" 
.He, highly inclignant at the truth· of the. oblerva
tion, rct.orted by many a cune in query-form, to 
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which she rt'plicd categorically. A furious quarrel 
was the result. Fortunately for our visitor, Bind 
belongs to a civilized people, who systematically 
hang every man that kills his "rib." The Koranic 
law concerning adultery is utterly inadcquat.e for 
the moral wants of any community ; hence the use 
of the sack or the scimitar in El-Islam. Where we 
rule, we should remember that, when taking away 
a man's only means to secure his honour, it is our 
duty to provide him with some other preservative ; 
and this, generally speaking, we have not done. 
The frantic outburst of debauchery which followed 
our occupation of Afghanistan and Bind was a 
caution not to upset, at a moment's notice, the 
"RaMJn," or country-customs, which are esteemed by 
Moslems second only to'' Farz,'' or express Koranic 
injunction. 

When the couple. retired to rest that night, the 
husband, reflecting for the first time upon the many 
bleSBings of polygamy, half-determined t,O take to 
himself a second wife, and the wife, indignantly 
running over the list of her grievances, :firmly 
resolved to provide herself with a ciciabeo. She 
would have demanded divorce from " that man " 
but for two reasons ; in the 6nt pll:lCe, by such 
step, she would have forfeited all her claims to the 
" Mahr," or settlement ; and tecondly, she did not 
anticipafie much happineaa in J."etuming home to 
be acolded by her mother, lectured by her father, 
snubbed by her brothers, and be aeduloualy watched 
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and guanlcd by all. But she did not fail, knowing 
how much it "·ould nniioy her husband, to call upon 
" dt•ar ma " u often aa ~hie i to detail all her 
miseries i and to throw " dear ma's " words in his 
face at evl'ry oppbrtunity. 1',ioa.lly, ah~ threatened 
him with hear pa; and she cumpla.int.'41 to her big 
brothers \\"ith such usiduity, that the spouse, quite 
aclde, prcHCntly provillcd her with a lawful rival, 
she him with an unlawful ou,-. 

In lloslcm countries polygamy is the exception, 
not the rule. It is confinctl to the upper and the 
wealthy middle classes, who can afford themselves 
the luxury; and a first wife, who is always the 
•ife, is seldom superseded u~leaa isaul' be wanting, 
or incompatibility of temper render the measure 
advisable. The equitable law of the Koran con
cerning· the marriage-settlement efl'ectually prevent.a 
the abuse of divorce on an eztenaive scale: the rich 
few may, the many poor C&DDot, atrord to pay every 
woman whom they wish to put out of doors. Wives 
are limited to four, the number fixed by the Koran 
and approved of by experience. One quarrels with 
you ; two are sure to involve you in their squabbles, 
which end only to recommence, because they are 
equally matched ; and, when you have three, a 
faction ia alwaya formed against her you love best, 
ao u to make her .. houn bitt.er. But four find 
10Ciety and occupation for themselves ; of courue 
they divide into two parties, but you. oh husband, . 
are comparativclv coaiforlalale' 
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You must not ran away with the opinion, ltr. 
John Bull, that all four occupy the lame aput
menta. Were that the case. there would IOOJl be 
mmder in the house. F.ach hu her owia mite of 
rooms, her attendant.a, and her private eat.abliah
ment. In their intercoune there ·is much ceremony; 
no one calls upon her "aisfier," or rival-wife, without 
aending a previous meaaage, and the relatives, friends, 
and acquaint.ancea of the one are not expected to 
show any attAmtion to the other. A certain amount 
of diacipline is maintained by the wife, Ko. 1, who 
commands the brigade, and -the law of the Koran 
cond81DD8 ~e .Moalem that_ allows himself t;o show, 
although he may feel, undue partiality for any onP 
of the four. Fortunately for Bind, the fair au is 
not ao akilful in toxicology, aa are the dark dames 
of India, nor have they the stout hearta and stUrdy 
arma which often render the burly beautim of 
Afghanistan truly formidable to their husbands. 

After what I have told you about our visitor, 
you will readily believe that she ia not ao good a 
mother aa the Hindu woman. She conaiden every 
child a disadvantage, u it robe her charms of 
their freihness i she quotes the Sindi equi~ent 
of 16 premier embellit, k aecontl tlaruit, d 16 
troiMne gdt1 tout ; ahe becomes impatiPnt under 
repetition aa the belle of New York or Bolton. 
She hu to make the moet ()f her time, apect.ing 
to be an old woman at thirty, and maternal dut.iea 
aie apt udly to interfere witb the punuit of acit.e-
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ment, and the enjoyment of pleasure. But ahe also 
feels that her position· in aociety (and \\·)10.t will 
not a woman do for position 1) mainly depends, for 
exist.ence and continuance, upon her oft"11pring. If 
aho hu not a son, she will be cast asitlo as soon 
aa wrinkles appear, like an antiquab.>tl piece· of 
fumiture doomed to the lum"'bcr-room till it falla 
t;o duet. Her rivals, against whom she has fought 
t.hrough life-all for hat,e, of course, not for love 
-with the spirit of a heroine, and tho zeal of a 
Jesuit, will gloriously win the day : her husband 
will despise her till he forget.a her ; her family will 
neglect her aa an unprofi~ble person ; briefly, tliere 
is no knowing how dai.-'k her future fate may be. So 
she. doee not utterly neglect ·her children ; in their 
in(ancy ahe sees that they are fed ~d bathed, and, 
11 they grow older, she takes more cans of them : 
they now become the weapons with which ahe 
hopea, by Allah's aid, to drive the "aiater-wife" out 
of the well-fought field. 

Soon our Sindi dame, after prolonging the ml 
day 88 much 88 possible, will tum her back upon 
pleasure ; and apply henelf either to unremitting 
int.rigue for the benefit of her o&'apring, or become 
very devout and disagreeable, inveighing bitterly 
apinat the vanities of the world, for the uua1 
reuon, because she can no longer enjoy ·them ; &D.d 
C8Dl1ll'ing the "young people of the pment day," 
because she· belonp to•. put generation. Her 10D1 

·and daught.era will giow up ; in her tum ahe will · 



Her .Jl'qternity. 343 

beco1J1e a mother-in-law and a grandmother. 'then 
her husband will pasa away; ahe iemovea her orna
ments, refrains from perfmQea and aeenfied oila, 
dreaaea herself iJr unwashed white garments and, 
enctly as if ahe had been a British matron, 
traditio~ about, and anticipates reunion · in 
"another and a better world " with, her "poor dear 
J d.n Mohammed." And BO on: the lighta wane ; 
the atage darkens ; the curtain falls. 
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SIND REVISITED. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

LEOTURES AND PRBAOBMENTS. 

" 'READING maketh a full man, confeJ"ence a read) 
man, and Writing an exact man,"-ia a time-honoured 
maxim to which we now discount credence at sight. 

Certainly it is a serious thing to oppose one's 
opinion to that of Bacon, the Paragon of Utilitari
anism, the Apostle of Common Sense. But, eminent 
doctors of the mind differ on this subj~ at least 
as widely' as they do upon others ; as they do upon 
all, in fact. whenever an opportunity for " differing 
in opinion " presents itself. 

Regarding the fo.lness produced by reading,. 
you, sir, can oppose to him of V eru1am an adequat.e 
·rival, the SRge of 1rlalmesbury, who opines that " if 
he had read as much as other men, he should 
have~ as ignorant as they." .. I·may back you 
with a pithy Arabic proverb, which asames the 
world that those who dabble deep in manuscript 
are like lSSe8 laden with many books. 

VOL. D. 
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One of tbe fi1"St things the Eustem tm\·cllcr 
remnrks, is ho\v }xtlpnhly inferior we a.re, o.nd we 
ever ha\·e been, \\"itb nil our 'boasted science and 
knowlcclge, in gcueml astuteness, private intrigue, 
and public di1>lomo.ey, to the acmi-barbo.roua peoples 
with whom we have to deal. History showa ua that 
we have been outwitted by tho Hindus ; that we 
have been cosened by the Mghnna ; that tho 
Persio.ns, to use their own phro.so, have "made us 
88808," mid that even the by no means subtle Sindi 
has mO?e than once proved himself tho· better man 
in contests ·where the wita alone wero ollowed to 
work. Had we, be sure, contended against the 
Orient.nls With their own weapons, our CUDning. of 
fence would never have won ·u a foot of ground 
in the Region of Spices. Fortunat.ely, our strong 
Northern instinct carried us through· all di&iculties. 
When fairly entangled ill the pet of deceit and 
treachery, which the political Betiarius knows so 
well to cast, our ancestors, Alexander-like, out with 
their stmdy sabres, and, not having time, nor 
patience, nor akill to umavel •he complications, 

· settled the knottiest of question.a in a moment, 
infinitely to their own convenience, and aa much 
to the discomfort of their opponents. They undid 
by power of arm and will, by bull-dog hea.rt, that 

"Stollchun .... 
Be1Jlpotent.., IUli' fl11111l aapiatl,.....," I 

all the blunders of their Bcaotiaa heads. 
1 .la old Bmaiu laid of the l&aida, little thinJdDr Jaow n

lllAl'bbl7 applicable it WU to the BngllD trille, Ida OWll GOm• 
pMrJota. 
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Having noticed a phenomenon, it remains to us 
to.ferret out the cause. Our inferiority of " politik~ ,. 
to the 01iental,

1 
is certo.inly not O\ving to wo.nt 

of knowledge of the people among whom we live, 
nor to igno1'1Ulce of their mo.nnem, customs, o.nd 
1anguagca. The Macnaghtens, the Burncses, o.nd 
generally those who devoted their time o.nd energies, 
and who prided themselves most upon their con
verso.ncy with native dia.lecta and with natJ.ve 
charact.er, are precisely the penons who !tnve been 
the most egregiously outwitted, the most fatally 
deceived. This is a trite remark, but it co.unot 
be too often repeated, too forcibly dwelt upon. 

Does i~ not strike you that the uncommon acute
nesa of Oriental wit.a may bA simply the result of 
their unlearnedneaa ¥ Instead of dulling their brains 
with reading and writing ; arithmetic and the 
classics; logi~ philosophy and metaphysics ; hiat.ory, 
divinity, and mathematics, they apply themselves, 
Yankee-like, to concentrating their thought.a upon 
one point ; upon the business of life, it.a advance
ment, it.a struggles, and the t.erminus which it pro
poses to reach. Must not this sharpen the intellect 
-eharpen it to an almost preternatural aharpueaa ! 
Instead of collecting a moas of heterogeneous and 
uselessly valuable book-matter, in the shape of 
aecond-hand le880ns and scraps of knowledge," Orient; 
pearls," when grains of wheat; are wantied, they read 
the Life-volume from ita hard realitiOB, endmed, 
pondered over, and thol'Oughly digested, till each 
leBlon and its cozo1lariea come to be part or their 
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mental organization. Actual experience, you know, 
is, to most men, "like the et.em-light of a. ship, 
which illuminates only the ~ it bas paSBed;" 
by taking thought it may be made to throw o. 
long ray before and around, as well as behind. 
'Vhen mentally discussing a subject, they view it in 
n.11 its lights, even in the most improbable and im
possible ; when debating upon it, they leave no 
phase no~ issue neglected. Instead of pinning their 
faith upon a chapter of .Thueydides, or a leader in 
the Times, they, having no Thucydides, and no Times 
to do their thinking, are forced to think for them
selves, to form their own opinions about passing 
events. They learn no wisdom from the Sir Oracles 
of county or· coterie. They trouble not their mental 
digestion with those modem sciences .which may be 
fitly represented by a grain of common sense deep 
hid in the normal peck of chaff; for instance, Political 
Economy. An9, instead of distracting themselves 
with the pros and cons of a dozen difFering pam
phl~ts, they work out ea.eh problem as it presents 
it.self, by the power of inference with which know
ledge of the world has provided them. Must not 
all this hard work ncuate the mind! At any ra1ie, 
the observable result of it is, that each man becomes 
as worldly-wise a Son of Mammon as bis capacity 
permits him to be. 

So, pare"thetically to return to our starting
point ; reading (by which I understand our modern 
civilized European wu.y of reading) may make a full 
m.on, more often makes an empty man by the opera:-
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tion of a ment.al lientery, and as .frequently it makes, 
for practical purposes, a foolish man. 

Nature, however, has set a bar, and a peculiar 
one too, to the prbgress of worldly wisdom amongst 
Orient&ls ; the obstacle being their inability to 
conceive what "honest" means, to enter into even 
the lowest sense of the apophthegm, cc honesty is 
the best policy." Nothing poses, puzzles, oppresses, 
and perplexes our Eastern fellow-creature, reaaon
able and reasoning being as he is, half so much 
as abeolut.e fair dealing. For instance, you tell 
him a truth ; he mechanically sets down your 
wertion a falsehood ; presently he finds that you 
have not attempted to deceive him ; he turns 
the matter over in his mind, hitting upon every 
solution to the difticulty but the right one. He 
then 888igns another and a deeper motive to your 
conduct ; again he discoven that he is in error. 
Finally, losing himself in doubt, he settles down 
into a distressing atat.e of confusion. You may 
now manage him as you like, bien entendu that 
you do not always employ the same means. Truly 
said Lady Hester Stanhope, a shrewd woman, 
although a-prophet.eas, that "amongst the English," 
ahe might have aaid ·amongst Europeans, cc there is 
no man so attractive to the Orientals, no man who 
can negotiate with them ao efl'ectively, as a good, 
honest, open-hearted, and positive Di.Val officer of 
the old achooL" 

o~· the other.hand, if you attempt any-~ 
upon the· Asiatic, to wlpeggian colla t.'Olpe-to fox 



6 

the fo~-he makes himself at home with yon at 
once. He hu p..uged- your character. His mind, 
masterly in Reynard.ism, knows what your dull 
dishonesty will be doing, probably before y'ou know 
it younelf. He now has you on his own ground; 
he is sme of victory. 

Tht&s you see how it is that many of our eminent 
politico.ls, ~en great at Sanskrit and Arabic, who 
spoke Persian like Shimzis, and who had the circle 
of Oriental science at their fingers' ends ; clever at 
ceremony as Hindus ; dignified in discourse as Turks, 
wbose " Reports" were admirable in point of dic
tion, and whose "Travels" threatened to Decome 
stn.ndm:d 'vorks, tumed out to be diplomatic little 
children, in the end which tries all things. They 
had read too much ; they had written too much ; 
they were a trifle too clevdr, and much too con
fident. Their vanity tempted them to shift their 
nationality ; from Briton to become Greek, in order 
to meet Greek ; and lamentably they always failed. 

So much fot active dealings with.natives. 
'Vhen pnsaively opposed to them, that is to •y, 

\vhcn they o.re dettling with me, I would act u 
follows. If they OEe1't a fact quietly, I should con
t;ent myself witb. believing it to be a fallehood ; 
were they to aseeverate, I should 11111pect it to be a 
fnlaebood mth an object ; and if they swore to ita 
truth, I should feel and act upon the conviction 
that the falsehood is accompanied by malice pre-
1~me, cln.rk anll dnngeroua. But I ahould content 
~r8'?lf with standing eta garde; I would mrely 
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attempt feinting at them ; and :finally, I would 
never try t.o penetrate into their secret motives, 
well knowing that; there I should be overmatched. 
And after long dealing with new races, I. should 
learn when to trust them, to detiect the one pearl 
of truth in the foul heap of untruths. 

:All this may be unpalatable to many ; parti
cularly to those who have lived long en• •ugh in 
the West after a return from the-East, to 1-omember 
only what they wish to remember. Some have 
gone so far as publicly to express their opinion that 
tbe word of a Hindu is generally as good as that of 
a European.· What a pungent, pregnant little ~a tire 
upon progress and education, civilization and 
Christianity I The unprejudiced author of it, who 
was, by-the-by, a Scotchman and a Bombay banker, 
cert&inly deserved to be avato.r'd at Benares, or to 
be ahiined in effigy over the gateway of Jagannath I 

The distinction one may safely draw between 
Westerns and Eastern& in matters of ~' is this : 
among the f<,.rmer there are exceptions, many in 
the North, in the South a few, to the general rule, 
that "all men are liars : " there are who would 
not deceive, even with the certainty of self-aggran
dizement, and in security that the world would never 
mow the fraud. . Amongst Orientals, though it 
would be unjust and unwise to assert that such a 
tyl>e exieta, you 'may, I can assme · you, live for 
years, and associate fammarly with all ranks and 
all classes, and both sexes, too, without meeting 
anything but a brilliant exception or two. 
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Cl Charity, good air, charity." 
Jt is a peat virtue, Mr. John Bull, but a very cum

bl'OUB and expensive one for a traveller or a politician. 
Befoze we at.art from ll&ydanbd.d, I must pre

pan you, by a short lecture upon the mannen of the 
natives, for mixing with them a little moie familiarly 
than we have hitherto done. 

As every thing in the world baa not 7et been 
writtm about, printed, and published, in the Eaat, 
we have nothing like ,. Hint.a on Etiquett;e, by a 
Lady of Fashion," or Manvel de la Politase, to 
learn boa You must not, however, conclude that 
ceremony in the East is an unimportant study. 
Very much the contrary. 

The Jirat thing Oriental peoples, who regard the 
person, not his accidents,. ask about you, whatever 
you may be, soldier, sailor, or civilian, is, "Doea he 
speak our words ! " If the answer be ''No," then 
you are a Ha'!f"'4'1l, a brute beaat, or a Jamgti/,i, a 
sylvan. If it be a qualified "Yea, he can, but he 
won't," then, by the rule of Omne ignotmn, etc., 
you are a real magnifico. To ahuftle over this 
difficulty, in your case, aa you will not have time to 
learn Sindi, I must represent you, when we emer 
the wildest parts of the Province, to be a Turk or 
Tartar, or &ome such outlandish animal, and declare 
that you are very learned in Ottoman literature, for 
\vhich, by-the-by, may I be pudoned. I Whenever 
any thing is said t.o you, you will be pleaaed gravely 
to stroke your beard with the right hand, for good
ness' sake I to frown a little, wag your head alowJy 
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with a heavy comequential roll, and t;o ejaculate, 
syllable by syllable, .AUwndu '1-ill4hi, "Praise be to 
Allah," dpropo.t de rien. When a man shows you 
any thing admirable, such 88 his hone or his son, 
you will perform the ea.me pant.omime, and change 
your words to M uhdllaUi, or "What Allah pleases," 
(aabaudi, cc be done.'? Mind, if you do not, and 
if any accident happen t;o the thing praised, your 
commendation will be cansidered the cause of evil. 
'Vhat.ever action you undertake, such as rising from 
your seat or sitting down ; caUing for your pipe or 
dismissing ita bearer; beginning or ending dinner ; 
in fact, on all occasions, over which Janus or 
Ganesha presides, you must not forget t;o pronounce 
Bismill4h, " In the name of Allah," with as much 
pomposity 88 you can infuse int.o your utterance. 
By this means you will be considered a grave and 
reverend personage ; au 'l'Ute, by the Burleigh nod, 
hy looking dully wise, seldom smiling, and above all 
things by strictly following the Bishop of .Briat.ol's 
cc First Rule of Conversation," you will, for a 
stranger, do remarkably well. 

The next question our Oriental piita concerning 
you is, cc Does he know Adah, or politeness!". here 
equivalent to ceremonial, and nishad o bariAdat, 
li1mally (the art of) sitting and rising. You would 
acarcely believe how much these few words involve. 

It is, I believe, almoet always in ·the power of 
a European diplomatist sent on a mi•ion t;o an 
Eastern court, by ·mere manner io succeed ot t;o fail in 
the object which his Government deairea. . :Mannen, 
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litemlly speaking, still make the mo.n here. Sir 
John .Malcolm well understood this when as Elch:l, 
or ~bassador, to Teheratn,_ he drilled his corpa 
cl~:>lomatique to their sold.ms as carefully and 
regularly as a mo.nnger his corps de ballet. Orien
toltJ do not dislike our English . brusquerie, our 
roughness, if it may be called so ; but to pleo.se 
them, indeed not fio ofFe~d them in deadly guise, 
it must be gentlemanly brusquerie, native and 
genuine, sans nialioe et sans a~ pens•; it 
must be" well-placed," not the result of ignomnce, 
o.nd not "antipathetic." Otherwise, it is a dead 
failure, and the consequences of such failures extend 
far in the diplomatic field. For instance, we once 
sent a brave, patriotic, ana high·-principled officer, 
but ignorant, violent, and strong-headed, fio settle 
certain nice points with the most savage, revengeful 
old chieftain that ever sewed up subject in a raw 
cow's hida. What was the consequenco ¥ Before 
he hod spent a week at the court he seated himself 
in full Do.rbd.r with the soles of his feet diametrically 
opposite lfujcsty's face, a position as appropriat.e to 
the ocCosion as if he had presented. his back, at a 
lev6e, to his own sovereign : he engaged publicly in 
o. furious polemico.l discussion, and he capped the 
whole by · gro.Iy insulting and abusing, in the 
presence of the prince and his nobles, a minister 
who, although decidedly the " moat accomplished 
scoundrel in Central Alai&," was nevertheless a prime 
favourite with his moilarch. That envoy never 
returned to England. 
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Even in our humble capacity of travellers, m, 
we must, if we wish to be comfortaible, attend a 
little to what we ought to do, and what we ought 
not to do, in eociety. If we would not be thought 
•: peculiar " (Orientals hate that almost as much as 
Englishmen), we must not .. walk the quarter-deck," 
and aet every one around us ejaculating-

" Wonderful are tho works of Allah I Behold I 
That Frank ia trudging about when he can, if he 
pleases, sit stilll" So the Italians my, or said, ., It 
is betta to walk than to run, t.o sit than to walk, 
to lie than to sit, to sleep than to lie, to die than to 
sleep." 

We must not gesticulate when conversing, other
wise we shall aee a look of apprehension on every 
countienance, and hear each man asking his neigh
bour whether we be low fellowa, or labouring under 
a temporary aberration of intellec~ or drunk. The 
French lose all respect by this habit. 

Standing up, we must not cross our ~ over 
our cheat ; in Fmope this is a la NapoUon, in the 
East it is the slave's posture. When walking, never 
awing the arms ; it is advisable to place one hand, not 
both, up<>n the hip ; or we may carry a five-feet
Jong ebony ataft' shod with ivory : this patriarchal 
dair provokes reepect ; a awitiCh or a honewhip 
would induce the query : 

"An they keepers of dogs ! " 
Sitting down, Turkish or tailor ·fashion, the DlOlt 

et111f and enduring of Oriental attitudes, we must be 
earefu1 to remain quiet for a decent apace of time ; 
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if we move about uneaaily every ten minuta; we 
aball not fail to hear th~ observation, 

" W allah I They have no dignity I" 
And if musically inclined,. we may hum a little 

in a low voice, and with a solemn manner. We 
mUlt, however, avoid whistling; the main er.ror of. 
a great explorer, Burckhardt. Our native friends 
have no name in their dialect for the oft"enaive 
pracfice, which the Arabs call ~· El-aifr," but the 
pea ;.er part of them, being aupentitious, w.,u]d 
probably coDBider it the peculiar modulation of. the 
voice in which a whit.e-faced man ia in the habit of 
convening 1'ith Sathanaa. 

Above all fihinga, I say it emphatically, never 
let the word " woman " eacape your lips. It ia 
TU1garity, it ia groameaa, t ia indecency. 

Now briefty to describe the w·ay of receiving 
visitors : pnmiaing that I divide them irto three 
orden, m7 auperion in position, my equals, and my 
inferi4>n, for each of which there ia an own and 
epecial formula. 

Here comes ~ath Khan Talpur, a grandee and a 
verr polite old gentleman, with a silver beud, a 
sweet voice, a soft look, and a graceful bow. He 
aent, ha1£ an hour ago, a coniid.&ntial 88l"f&llt, to in· 
form me ~ he would "do himself the p1easme of 
caJJing." Had the beaier of the message been a man 
of. no importance in Ida maat.er'a houaehold, I should 
han reeent.ecl the alight. with no little asperity ; 
t1Ua is unpleasant, but it ia abloluti8ly nec•ary. 
All, however, waa en ngZ., and, after uoert.ainjng 
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from my Munshi the good Khan's fortune and rank, 
I prepared everything for his reception. To have 
been " not at home," you must remark, would have 
been an insult ; nothing offends Orientals more pro
foundly than denying one's self. When the halting 
of horses warns me of the guest's arrival, I perform 
Istikbdl, in other words, advance a few paces 
towards the door, to roeet him as he dismounts. I 
then lead him into the sitting-room, allowing him 
time to shuftle 011' his slippers-to enter a room 
with them on would be like wearing one's hat in a 
London saloon-all the while repeating-

" Peace be to you, Mr. Khan I-you are welcome I 
-are you in health !-is your brain all right11-quite 
in health t perfectly in health t-And your family t 
-All your people t-All well !-praise be to Allah I 
Really I om joyful I But are you su·re you are in 
health t,, 

To which he replies by smiling lustily, by look
ing violently amiable, and by putting e?CtlY the 
same questions, interspersing them with such ejacu
lations a, 

"By your goodness I-thanks be to Allah !-May 
you be pteserVcd 1-1 pray for you I-May you ever 
be well I" · 

I seat my visitor upon a Dfwd.n, or sofa, spread 
at what. is called the Sadr of the room, namely, the 
aide opposite the entrance, and place· myself by his 
aide. · Then both of us, again seizing each other's two 
hands in our own, and looking lovingly, recommence 

. . 
I 'Meani• aimpq, er Are JOU iii aoocl lpirita ! " 



the 1&1De queries, and reply with the same ejacula
tions. And be it observed, during the whole length 
of the visit, which, 0 horrible thing I seldom. laata 
lem than an hour and a halt whenever conversation 
ftap, I ap~h my face to his, or he his to mine, 
and inquire umoualy, 

" Are you certain. that your brain is all right I" 
8o also, whenever the gueat'a eye wanders over 

the aaaenibly of our uni1ied dom.eati.ca, who are aquat
ting upon the ground in aemicirelea, each on the aide 
of the room.. where the maater lit.a, exchanging 
politeneeaea, and a~ times .slipping a few words into 
our dialogue, the individual loo:ted at joina his palma, 
canta his head over one shoulder, and puta the aame 
queation with every appearanec of Siildi bonAommie.. 

Presently occurs a long kiatua in the diacoune. 
I make a sign t.o a servant, who diaappean bowing 
and noiaelessly, then inunediat.ely nturliB preceded 
by my l'iaitor'a pipe-beuer, a part and parcel of the 
gllnciee'a dignity. When only one pipe comea in, it 
cauea a moat tireaome :Mandarin-like lmurianee of 
cenmoniouanea ; probably five minut.ee will elapae 
befOl'e the guest can be induced to clo what must be 
done at last, take pncedence of the host. We begin 
inhaling at the eam.e time, when there are two, with 
poJit.e bending& of the body, and we eachew the 
vulgarity of converting ounelvea, u the Peniana 
ay, into Hammd.m• men who pour forth volUJDeB 
of am.oke are compared to the chimneya of hot baths. 
Alta a few pu8B I wipe the m.oath-piece with the 
right hand, the _aemmt niw the ChilJam, or top, . 
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in which the tob&cco is, blowa down the tube ao 
u to expel any of the smoke that may linger 
about the wat.er, and then carries it round t,o the 
memben of the auembly that occupy the 11oor. 
The pipes appear every ten minutes. 

During the proceea of inhaling, guest and host 
have been collecting materials for more convenation. 
The language is Persian, Sindi not being " fashion
able," consequently, half the list.enera do not un
dentand a word we say. Moreover, Fath Khan, 
though a well-educated senior, Is uot quite at home 
in the foreign dialect, which crampa his imagination, 
and limits his ideu to the one circle in which they 
are wont on such occasions to rotate. And this is 
an effectual barrier to the " 1low of soul." 

Observe a few small formalities : 
Whenever my guest looks o.t and admires any

thing, I say, "Pfshkyaah "· 1-"It is a gift to you I" 
This is a polite act ; to of'er an Oriental anything, 
even a 11ower, is deemed not only a particular com
pliment, but an earnest of friendship. However, he 
never accept& anything of value, simply because it 
is cuatooiary to MD.d in return a present of much 
higher value. 

Whenever the visit,or aneezea, you remark, he 
•y& aloud, "Praise ·be to All.'lb, the Preserver of 
the World,11 " To this I respond, ..,Jso in gurgling 
~ic, ., lrlay the Lord have mercy on thee I " an 
ezpnaaion of h9tevolence which he acknowledges 
by a cc :May your kindness never be less l " 
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Another uncomfortable pause. This time I send 
for a little fruit, although I know that my guest's 
notions of propriety are too strict to admit of his 
eating it. However, he condescends to chew a few 
cardamoms, and perhaps he drinks a drop of sherbet. 
"There are no three ideas which we associate more 
strongly with the two great portions of the East, 
tho.n tea with the Chinese, and coffee and BDloking 
lvith the Turks and Persians." So Leigh Hunt. • I 
would amend the associations thus : tea with the 
Chinese and lloroccans, coffee with the Arabs, 
Egyptians, and Turks, and sherbet with the Per
sians and the Sindis. Many Persians will not touch 
coffee on common occasions, because it is drunk at 
funerals, and thus they learn to dislike it. 

I am careful, you observe, to help myself first : 
poison probably made this pmctice a rule of Ea.stem 
courtesy, from which dcvio.tion is impossible. You 
must never Mk your friend to cat anything without 
setting him the example, nor show him into a 
strange place without preceding him. So also, 
when he puts the cup down, I do not forget to 
exclaim, Hania, 1 or "lio.y it be good to you I " He 
bows and returns, "May Allah be your .preserver I " 

Presently, stifled yawns and vacant looks become 
~e order of the day, convm:sation appearing in fits 
and, as Barry Cornwall hath it, 

"The Toice of Silence, IOWlCling from her tbl'one,• . 

1 Thi1 ia the Arabic word ; the Penianl ..., , .i/l,,al lcfa1&acl
" Ka1 it be ha.Ith to J'OU I" or Nli11M-jdra, "Hay it be a drink 
of life!" 
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with impemtive accents. Then my friend thinks it 
time to conclude his visitation. The first sign of 
our deliverance is one finnl sally of-

" Are you convinced that your bro.in is oll 
1ight',, 

He shufBcs off tbc sofa, seizes my hand in his, 
and begins a series of compliments which must be 
answered by o. repetition of the same. All his suite 
in the mean time .start up from their squatting 
position, and follow as I lead him to the door. The 
camels or horses are brought up to be mounted, 
my head-servant holding the guest's stirrup. And 
I, after a final oonge, retire into solitude for the 
purpose of recmiting spirits aft.er so uncommonly 
severe a draw upon them. But I have my reward; 
I have won the old Khan's heart. At this moment 
he is confidentially informing his confidant, who ere 
long will as confidentially inform mine, that I am 
an Adami, a " descendant of Adam ; " in a word, 
a "man," in contradistinction t.o every ·Frank yet 
spawned; th~y beingJanwara, Haywdnat, "beasts," 
and sons of beast& 

Politeness, as explained by "benevolence in small 
things," is all but unknown in the comparatively 
·civilized parts of the East ; as signifying mere court.
liness of manner, it is simply perfect. No Sicilian 
marquis of the ancien rtgime coul4 bend a more 
graceful bow, or turn a more insinuating compli
ment, ·than a common Indian" Munshi at Rs. 20 per 
mensem : there is something ao exquisitely soft, 
polished,. and refined in the fellow's voice, geatures, 
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and worda, that he forcea admiration upon you. 
No Italian u:-Prince,. with hia well-U81UlleCI chival
rom bearing, ll1l1pUle8 a Persian noble in digni&d 
deportment and tranacendental eue. Theae two, 
Penia and India, poeaessing Imperial courta, have 
ever been the head-quarters of ceremony. At the 
aame time, there is much to admire in the manly 
simplicity of the Arab's manner, and mm the 
martial mag)m• of the Afghan is not without a 
eertain charm. Of all, perhaps the Sindi'a demean
our is the • leut agreeable. He wean a Simay 
garb of com1:lina, a second-band thing fioo, and 
a poor copy of the original Iranian manufacture : 
hia natural coarsen• is etanally peeping through 
the cliaguiae ; he is uneasy in it at all times, . and 
JlOt razely he is ridiculous. 

There is an ellelltial clliFeience between the modee 
of receiving a superior and an equal. In the Cll8 of 
the latier you advance towards, not to, the door ; 

. you addra hiai in the leCODd peraon plural instead 
of alluding to him. 88 H he," the IDOle. polit,e and 
ceremonious addrell, and you carefolly enct a foll. 
weight :retmn for every compliment you addiw 
to him. Odious is the· necellity of being, fnm 
Calcutta to Teher4n, perpetually " upon your dig
nity.• Your Tiaitor, despit,e his graceful -1'1Da, his 
chuming phnem, aud hia imperturbable apblonl6, 
is ever atriving to enlt him-If aud to debue 
;you by IODl8 nice and gaardecl alight. The m.o
Jence of a Penian and the impediinenee of a 
Indian, ·if you once give them b nin, bow DO 
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bound&. Al for coercing them European &ahioa, 
it ia quite impouible. After a tirade of insult.a you 
send a cc hostile :aicssage ; " what ia the other partf'a 
ieplyl 

"W allah I they are miracles, these l'nnb I The 
foal of an ass (Kun-el&-J:Aar) t.eUa me to come and 
be killed I 0 his mother I 'Could he not have eat 
me down at once without any danger to himeelf I" 

And the whole town will deride your outlandiah 
ways in many odes. 

If, guided by a silly old saw, you do ia Pelllia 
as the Penians do, when you have been gromly 
a&ion-1, you maintain a bland and plee•ng de
meanour, al'ect not to comprehend what hu been 
done, and ah.ow your friend a liW. mon than usual 
civility when taking leave of him: a wink at your 
lnvo does the rest. Not many years ago au 
Engliab otlicer nearly JOit his life, in CODl8CJ.1181lC8 

of wittingly or unwittingly . inmlting his enter
tainer, a lloslem of high rank and Dice aeme 
of honour, by stepping over his hnldrah-make. 
When not desirous of proc-ding to .these extremes, 
JOU llllmmon a 1tout cc honekeeper," aud direct him 
t.q inault yom insult. in the way you deem mo8' 
adviable. Should temper fail you, then ia no objeo
ticm, Orientally apea.Jring, t,o yom: starting 1ip and 
Mi1bag your visit.or's beard, when, ~ving him at 
yom meiey, you may pummel him 1iO your heart'• 
coatm.fi. Thie poceeding, impomible in European, 
ia he1rl · venial, uy, cnmm~ under certain 
circumltawa, ia Peniau Afghan, or Siac1i. IOCietJ. 
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The world will •y nothing about it beyond com
mending you, and perhaps advising you to look 
out for a mat,cblock-ball when you take your 
evening's ride. · 

By proper management theee umeemly and 
felocioaa IC8Del may always be avoided. If the 
people know or 1111p9Ct you to be deep read in 
their langaase ancl manners, they will be chary of 
o&nding you, becaw they expect a return in 
kind. Whenever anything like a liberty is at
t.np1ied, y~ check it m etlJOf'dio: 88 old Ba'adi .,., 

"0.1111a71top ._ fomdlla's mouUa wiUa a .,.a., . 
If allowed to nm, it will ..... ,,., - elephaut." 

The beat way to cloee your ftlend's lips is tA> reply 
by some ultra-satirical remark, or to look at him 
aa if you would bit.a him, or, if other thinp fail, 
to bring a forbidden subject upon the tapia. 

In these countries the only social p1eaame man 
really enjoys is in "low society." You have no 
trouble in receiving your inferiom ; you only arise 
from your seat or half-rise, or move 88 if to rise, or 
simply bow your head as they enfier. You may ·air 
your hair, unslipper your feet, strefich your legs, 
yawn b8f~ them ; in a word, do what you please. 
You may drink with them : in the pnsence of a 
superior or an equal, such proceedinga would sub
ject you to a IOIB of reputation, and to the proba
bility of disagreeable comequenca If your inferior 
happe:a to loee self-respect, or to fail in deference 
towuda you, you tako down your honowhip; his 
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mllid at once recovers its equilibrium, he bows his 
head, owns that he has eaten dust, and forgets all 
about it, except that he had bett.er not do it again. 
H you leave him unchecked, his next step will be 
to play at leap~frog with you, or to break in· wag
gishness a long-necked decanter upon your head. 

" Low society " in the Ea8t has few or no disad
vantages. Your Munshi may be the son of a sea
cook, still he is quite as polite and well educated as 
the heir of a Prince. He bathes, he mangles no 
aitches, he baa no radical opinio:ris, and if he spits 
you kick him. The fellow may be, and fien to one is, 
a spy : he repeats to you all the scandal he can col
lect, with the zest of a Parisian perruquier, and he 
displays considerable powers of invention in supply
ing you with tales which would keep a mess in a con
staJ:it roar. He is in all men's secrets, according to 
his own account ; everything, court intrigue, politi
~ events, and private "gap,1

'
1 he knows. Listen to 

him and laugh : only recollect that he makes scant 
distinction between the dicenda and the tcu:enda, 
and that as he does to yo11, so he will assuredly do 
of you. 

It is amusing enough to watch the laboriousness 
of the comm.on Sindi's politeness. When he meets 
a friend he embraceg and· kisses hiiJl like an Italian 
of the old school. Then succeed a long shaking of 

1 An uprellive Inc1iaD word, long aco naturalisacl in the .bglo
Inclian vocabul&rJ, meaning chit-chat, tittle-tattle, maall new• or 
1lying reporta ; concerning which the " Madam" put. her ant 
qu•tion in the morning to her Ayah, the "Sahib" to hU barber or 
pei bearer. Don't write "gup," or IODl6 will proD011DC8 it "goop." 



hands and a profuse shower of. inquiries concerning 
health and property ; · the cattle and the uela 
generally coming in for a reminisrtnce before the 
children and the family. To· see and hear that pair 
before our windows, you would think. they were 
friends of ten years' standing at least. Aak one 
who tbe other is, u soon u his back is turned : the 
reply will probably be "Bacho M," or some 
other such name, a "great eater of forbidden things " 
(i.e., rascal). 

After this short study you understand, air, the 
insolence ol a Turkish Pasha who sita alone, Sultan· 
like, upon the central sofa, whilst he plaoos . the 
Representative, or Mis-Representative, of a fint· 
class European Power upon a chair, like a servant, 
by his side. Own that when you looked at the 
" lllUBtmteds," you did not detect this little·gieat 
matter. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

TBB cold weather is now fairly set in. To-morrow, 
Mr. John Bull, we start for a trip towards the 
south-east, down the Phuleli river. We were-com
parative strangers when we first passed the grim 
portals of the Fort : now we say " How d'ye do ! " 
to, and shake hands with, every soul stationed in 
and around it : this circumstance seems to call for 
a little prosing. 

You England-English do still, in one sense of the 
word, deserve the gibe . 

" Britanuoa hoapitibu fmJll " 

with which the polished pagan branded you. Let a 
strange man, a married one will be the best subject, 
betake himself to a little town in the old country, 
some Spa or watering-place in which "highly respect
able people" congregate, and where there is no regi
ment to keep the minds of the commumty in active 
order. The soci..,I atmosphere . around him seems 
torpid~ frozen, dead. The families, to whom he has 
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let1iera of introduction, number . a hundred names a 
head on their visiting lists ; consequently they are 
not anxiol.18 to " extend their acquaintance." Those 
to whom he has not been· formally recommended 
require a score of_ questions to be put, and satis
factorily answered, before they open their doon to 
him, even though he be a bachelor. Is he a mem-
. ber o( the club ! Does he live in a fashionable 
street! What kind of looking penon is he ! How 
many horses does he keep ! To what county does 
he belong ! Is he related to the Smythes ·of 
Smythe Hall, or is he the son of the opulent 
butwn-maker ! and so on. 

The residents, tor reasone best known to them
selves, have · determined to ·consort with ~ents 
only, and imperatively demand, from all candi
dates for admission to their " circle," a term of 
three seasons' stationary-solitude at the Spa. The 
visitors, after enlisting o. sufficient number of com
panions in misfortune, bewail their exclusion and 
roil at the exclusives ; but they will be by no means 
hasty to ext.end the hand of fellowship to others in 
the same predicament ns themselves. 

The only cho.nce t1ie stranger has is to keep a 
doze~ hunters, to sing Italian brn.vum songs, oi: to 
dance a dozen or so consecutive rounds and squares 
at each of the soir8es clansantes to which he has 
"had the honour" of being invit.ed. Then things m.o.y 
chaJige ; dowagen may become polite, dai1ght.era 
agreeable: the father may invite him to dinner, and · 
the brother favour him by " dropping in to smoke 
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n weed." But if his purse, his lunge, or his legs be 
not capable of such exertions, he will probably find 
the provincial Britons very fierce indeed. Every 
bow will be equivalent to o. bite, every look present 
a mild form of outrage : an a1Fectation of fashion
nble superciliousness and a guind,8 attempt at ex
clusiveness are so painfully apparent that nothing 
but an ultra-lymphatic or phlegmatic constitution 
could support them for the continuance of the 
trois saisons de rigueur. 

In India how antipodical the change I Who 
would believe that we are the same race ! Quite 
in the style, 

" Come t.o my anns, my alight acquaintance," 

've seem to revel in our emancipation from Spa 
-tyranny and Watering-place-oppression. English 
man or foreigner, in the Service or not, with 200 
or 2000 rupees monthly income, a sub-lieutienant 
or a major-general, here you have nothing to do 
but to pay your round of visits when you arrive 
at a place, and you know every one at once. If 
you stumble upon an old acquaint.a.nee, he puts his 
house at your disposal ; you become an honorary 
member of his mess ; you join the club and the 
hunt, or not, as you please; briefly, you are as much 
at· home in a week as if you had been.a year there. 

But Hospit.ality is, you know, pre-eminently 
the barbarian virtue. Not that she exist& every
where, very much the contrary ; but civilized spots 
certainly know her not, and co.re not to know her. 
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Hotels and clubs, 1 the circle and the position, have 
oust.eel her from the places where the polite herd 
gathers, have driven her to ~ticate in country seats, 
and to hold her courts in the semi-barbarous districts 
of the Emerald Isle, and the wild parts about Green
land. In India the poor thing is now relegated to the 
"out-stations." At the Presidencies you will meet her 
about as often as at New York, at an English Spa, or 
an Italian metropolis. Only, Young India does re
member the day when the family had a wide-spread 
reputation for keeping open house, and for other 
aimi1ar displays of semi-civilized magnificence. More 
polished· by furloughs and propinquity to home 
than the rough and ready senior, his sire, he has no 
longer the will, perhaps he does not quite see the 
way, to keep up the honourable and honoured clis
toms of the last century. Still he feels, and still he 
shows, a little shame at the contrast between the 
"ftour.iahing young gallant," .tiimself, a.lid. a .cert;ain 
"old worshipful gentleman." That is to say, he 
does not desire you to make his house your home, 
but he generally has the grace to apologize for not 
doing so, and to show excellent reasons which pre
vent hil indulging what you will please to believe 
the beat of his inclinations. 

A few years ago we mighthave·travelled dreaaed 
partly aa natives ; now "i oung India, by which I 

I Kn, Kli:ria Graham wl'iti- in ]809 _.._ "TJa8" ia· bUt Gu ' - . ,_.., 
ta ..... in Bombay, aud M tbaUa b)' DO IDIUla It .... ....,... 
of i.m., the bollpitalitJ of •• Britiah illhahitmt. la. alwap 

. aerailecl towuda new oomen, till thq Gm p!01'ide • p1lle of 
l'llldanoe ·for thewlYa • 
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mean young Anglo-India, would certainly wax very 
violent if he saw us, and disclaim grandiloquent1y 
against our " morbid propensities ,, and our "con-
1iemptible sacrifice of nationality in aping Asiatics." 
At the ea.me time he knows by tradition that his 
grandfather, who, to say the least;, was quite as good a 
man as himself, thought the thing no disgrace. I have 
learned by experience how largely one gains in point 
of comfort and convenience by widening the panta
loons, and by exchanging the beaver for a tarblish. 
Peasants did not run away when I rode through the 
fields, nor did the village-girls shrink into their 
huts as I drew near them : the dogs forgot to deaCen 
me with their barkings, and the cattle tO fly in 
terror at my approach. Finally, when halted, I 
escaped the plague of being invested by a host of 
howling beggars and pertin.'\Cious petitioners, who 
insisted upon the fact that such dresses as the 
European's can belong to none but a Plutus or a 
Grand Justiciary. 

You will, however, remove that strip' of stun1ied 
hair which gamishes each cheek; where did civili
zation go to find such ridiculous disfigurement! 
Your beard is neither black, nor long, nor glossy, 

. but as it is, so you must wear it. If you carry 
only mQustachios, every one will be singing of 
_you, 

equivalent t,o remarking that you are a ci-detxmt 
jnne Aomme, and bien. OOtJUet. Fortunately, it is 
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not the withered, sickly-looking affair that con
cludes many of the Eriropco.n faces which we see 
about camp : henna and indigo, oil and comb-you 
must not use n. brush of pig's bristles here-will 
soou make this important pn1·t of you presentable. 

And now, o. few words concerning the beard, 
which cYen in Frank o.ttil'C must be respected 
You should not wear it too long ; the people have 
a iu-ovcrb about long beards and short wit.a. The 
Suwwt, or Custom of the Apostle, directs it to 
bo cut after two hands nncl two fingers' growth~ 
1Iorcover, a brush reaching the waist is o. more 
troublesome companion of travel than o. sick wife, a 
ladies' maid, or o. daughter in her teens, requiring 
blnck silk bags to protect it from the dust and 
sun, oils of all kincls to prevent it.a thinning, dye 
every three days, and so on. You must not clip 
it too short, on }>Cril of being a " fast " man. You 
must not dye it i-ed, like the brick-dust coloured 
beard, 

"In cut and hue, ao like a tile," 

of our olcl Sindi Munshi : he is a quiet old 
gentleman, with o. leaning to clerical pursuit.a, and 
his chin shows it. And only the natives of Kachh 
(Cutch) weD.r blue, sky-blue, beards. 

In conversation you must caress your beard with 
your right hand. If you wlilh to be emphatic, 
swear by it. Be careful in what sentence you 
allude to it ; if you spook of anything offensive and 
your beard in the snmc Lrcnth, you will bo.vc coDJ.-
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mitmd a ,;dicule which men will not soon forget. 
And when you promise by your beard, recollect that 
you have pledged your honour. 

In society mind to maintain the social status of 
your beard as jealously as you would defend your 
" principles " or your political opinions in England. 
If a man speak of it broadly, impudently, without 
circumlocution, or in connection with entities which 
nature did not connect with it ; tamely endure these 
things and you lose castie for ever. If a man seize 
your beard in anger, you are justified, paganly 
speaking, of course, in clutching your dagger and 
sending your insulter to cc kingdom come ·~ with
out benefit of clergy. In Persia it is an offence 
punishable by la. w ; even in the lowest ranks a man 
would be fined for plucking another by the benrd. 
The cana.ille in lru:ge cities seldom grow the appen
dage long for fear of rough handling. 

If, on the contrary, a woman, or even a man, in 
all the humility of supplication, apply the tips of 
trembling fingers tc;> the " o.ntcnnm of your compas
sionate feelings," grant, if possible, the request for 
the cc name " of your beard. · 

. Nevel.· apply the word K(i,seh, (scant-bearded) to 
.yourself, or to others, unless hankering for a quarrel, 
and avoid calling anyone Bf.-'lish (beardless), o.s 
nothing can be more offensive than the insinuation. 
'Vhen a foreign substance, a straw or a grain of rice 
for inst.ance, sticks in your friend's beard, do not 
tell him of it bluntly, or pull it out, but look mean
ingly at him, stroking your. own the while ; . 80 
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will he take the hint. Always exact a like cere
moniousness from him. 

As regards the mustachios ; if you would live in 
friendship with the Sunnis, or (Self-named) orthodox 
Moslems, trim the centre level with . the highest 
part of the upper lip, and allow the tips to grow 
long on both sides beyond the mouth. Should 
you demo an appearance of piety, clip and thin 
these omo.menta till they are about the size of 
your eyebrows. If you would be intimat.e with 
the Shi'ahs _or schismatics (so-called by their· en(\
mies), allow your mustachios to rival the girth of 
a broom-stick, in token of your intense abhorrence 
of the false sect that so vilely curtails them. H 
you wish to appear a fighting-man, turn ·the ends 
up to your eyes, like o. Kurd or a Spaniard of the 
old school, o.nd be sure to twist. them as you· 
engage in combat. That is the wagging of. the 
lion's t.'lil. If you would pass quietly through life, 
let the ends meekly depend. 

I make no apology for the length of this lecture 
on beards. The man who travels in the East With 
the object of mixing with Orientals without .know
ing ita use and abuse, is rushing rashly into many 
a rare trouble. . 

Even in· these Philister days we are permitt.ecl" 
by "Public Opinion " to exchange the black tile~ the. 
''·father of o. cooking-pot/' as the littl~ boy said io· 
old J.·Silk Buckingham~ for the fez or tarblilh..· We· 
mo.y o.lao stow away our hateful collars ; let me 
aeaure that, penonally, there is nothing ·in ··wUC:l 
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trav~ which comforts me more than to get 
rid of "gills " and ties ; and I believe that diph· 
theria and sore throat.a '"'~uld alm~t disappear if 
we never used these poultices except in the coldest 
weather. In winter we may wear over our shooting 
jacket.a a Kurti or a Ni1n-tano (a. vest made of any 
stufi', from cloth of gold 1io cloth of frieze), padded 
with cotton, and sleeved to the elboWL Or we may 
prefer the Afghan Chogheh, a robe of fine camel
hair, somewhat resembling a Carmelite's frock. In 
very chilly weather we can don Poat,ns, 1 body coat.a 
lined With sheep's skin or Astracan wool Hand
some furs are very much admired, even by Euro
peans, in these regions ; the expense confines them 
1io the upper classes. Your cloak may cost you £40 
or .£45: however, as. 

"You have a.":Mn. Bull at homr, and many little Bulls,'' 

it is sure to be useful for the second generation 
when it ceases to be used by the first. ·For riding, 
I can find you a pair of 1iop-boots-not exactly the 
dainty things that accompany " l~then " in Eng
land, but far more useful - a cha.'ussure of soft 
yellow cordovan covering the overalls, and extend
ing to the knee. 

Pray remove that useless circlet of base metal, 

1 Thele uticlel are made throughout AfghanilWa ; . the larpd 
ma1 weigh flom twentJ' to tweJ&tJ'-1.ve lbL, and the lipt.ett two lbL 
The Jeather wom outlide la tanned to a atate of wonderful IOft
Dell, and then intiioaW11titched and embroidered. The bed con 
from 81. to 81. ; the COUH imitatiom made in Bind Hldom f.toh 
more tba &. or 10.. They are 1till univenal iD SJav-i.nd. 
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c&lled jewellers' gold, from your third finger, and 
supply it.a place with this ring of pure ore, upon 
whose silver slab appears 

J,, l:l~' 
J.AN BuL, 

the Orientalization of your respectable name. Now, 
your left hand upon the ivory hilt of your scimitar 
slung to it.a belt, a. little forwards, please, by way of 
hint; your right caressing the puce-coloured 1 honours 
of your chin. So, Mr. John Bull, you might now 
travel even through W ahhd.bi-land as comfbrta.Wy 
and as safely as Colonel Pelly di~. 

1 It often happens, when the henna a:aid indigo are not properly 
mixed and appHed, or when they are used for tho tint time, tbey 
cummunicate a fine brilliant cimex.-colour to the hair, n1ore 
remarkable than onuuuentnl. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

BEl!'LEOTIONS ON THE l!'IELD OJ!' KIY hn:. 

NEXT to the arrival at, nothing more uncomfortable 
than departure from, a " station." 

We ordered our camels to be here ye8terday 
evening. They arrived this morning, and in what 
a state I One is sick ; your dromedary has hurt 
its leg ; two have tom their noses, and all have 
lost or injured their furniture. The Sarwd.ns, or 
drivers, are as surly as "bargees ;" they look, and 
doubtless they feel, as if they could murder us. 

Not one of our Portuguese yet sober I They 
were invited to dinner bf the messman of the 
"Travellers' Bungalow," a oompatriote; the result is 
that none can walk, one can waddle. The Moslem& 
have, with all possible difficultf, torn themselves 
away from the bUd.r-sirelis. And the Hindus are 
in a terrible state of indigestion, the consequence of 
a farewell feast of curry and rice given in honour 
of them by their fellow caste-men. 

It is a chilly moming. All our people, except 
the Afghans and the Bill-men, look collapsed with 

TOL. D. 91 
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cold. The miserables h~v~ encased their bodies 
in Post11is, become Macintoshes by dint of wear ; 
they have doubled their head-gear, and have folded 
the ends of their turbans round their jaws, but 
their legs are almost naked, their feet quite so. 
Such is the custom throughout the East. Our 
Pardesi1 horse-keepers crouch upon their heels in a 
wretched state, or glide about like unhappy Shades 
o'er the mournful fields by Acheron, wrapped up 
in their dripping blankets, half-paralyzed, and 
wretched beyond power of description. It will 
never do to leave them by themselves, or they 
will work hard to die of torpor. . The only way to 
cure them is compulsory labour ; make them saddle 
the camels, hoist ·the boxes, tie the SaJ,f,taAa,1 and 
trudge along the road as fast as their legs will 
carry them. 

The :first rainy day we have had in Bind. But 
a. year ago, sir, how you would have grumbled at 
the prospect of this inky sky, at the depressing 
effect of the slow drizzle which descends with inde
fatigable perseverance, and at the damp, " shiver" -
geiidering blast which scours the gloomy earth I 
Bee the wonderful Might of Contrast. You now 
think the weather delightful : you relish the rain as 
much aa a Persian, particularly the southern Persian, 
who enjoys nothing so much as a ride or a st:.:oll 

1 Pdnleai, the" foreigner," ia a name generally &i•ea ID thll8 
putl ol the world to the native1 of Bindod&D .Ploper. 

1 The &lfeaA ia a canvua-eheet Wied to contain the ariiolel 
aopiposU., the camel'a load. In cold weather it ia counried iato a . 
blanket. 
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during a shower which would clear the streets of an 
Italian town in five minutes. The murky prospect, 
80 reminiscent of the old country, here raises 
your spirits ; even the chill and gloom have their 
clelights, after six or eight wearisome months 0£ 
~ternal azure and gold sky, and an atmosphere 
which feels as if lukewarm water were being con
tinually poured over you. 

Talking of cold and climate, I may hazard a few 
remarks about the strictures passed upon Quintiua 
Curtiue, an ancient who wrote a history of Alex
ander's reign, by " one Rooke: " excuse the style 
of designation ; it emanated from the Conqueror df 
Bind, and it presently became classical in the pro
vince.1 Curtius had indulged himself in describing 
the heat of .Mekmn, on the shore of the Persian 
Gulf, as very hot : whereupon the learned gentleman 
who translated Arrian remarked tout bonnement, 
" that the sun should scorch 80 much in a country 
80 distant from the tropics, where its rays fall so 
obliquely, is incredible." 

I ca.n show you by an experiment what the 
glow is hereabouts, even in the wintry month 
of November. Stand in the open air, with your 
shirt-slee;ves tucked up for only half an hour ; after 
a day or two the skin will peel off, aa if it had 
been scalded or burnt. During the h~t season you 
may broil a at.eak, or roast an egg upon the desert-

. sand in a few minutes. Listen 1io an account of 
the 81111'erings endured by a party of Sepoys march-

1 "Oae.Bog," er• Su'•r) howlftl', 'Wll the oftcbaa1. 
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mg, in the heat of the day, through Upper Sind, by 
the pen of a well-known traveller : 

"A detachment of the~ regiment of N. I., 
escorting treasure from Shikarpore, were passing 
the desert in the night, when they mistook the way, 
and wandered the· greater part of the next day in 
search of the track without meeting with any water 
to moisten their parched throat.a. One after one 
they dropped, until two officers and twenty-one 
Sepoys were lost. The remainder, many of them 
delirious, fonn!"l tbc trnck and a stream of water in 
the evening." 

Afghanistan lies many degrees north of Mekr'11, 
yet the sun kills you there. :southern Persia and 
:Masko.t are Situate' within the some parallels as the 
country about Kech, the capital of the cc lchthyo
phagi:" about Bushehr (Bushire), you find· a 
burning wind fatal as the Simum of Arabia ; and 
the inhabitants are obliged to fly from Maskat tiO 
Mathnrnh during the summer seasons. Thus much 
for the heat of cc countries so distant from the 
tropics." · 

Again, the Rooke falls foul of poor Curtius for 
his account of the cold in the land of the Arachotoi • 
.. What reader, by such a description, would not 
imagine them tiO have been under the North Pole 
indeed ! I can assure mine they were very far 
from it, being then in a country which lies between 
the S4th and 40th degrees of latitude; and, of con
sequence, .it could not be much colder than Greece 
or Italy." That consequence is a decided non 
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sequitur. Hear Dr. Burnes about the wintier, as it 
sometimes is, in Central Sind : 

er While I was at Hyderabad, in January, 1828, 
rain fell in torrents for many days, attended with 
a sensation of more piercing cold than I had ever 
experienced, even in Europe.'' The Rev. Mr. Allen, 
in Upper Sind, found the day er 80 bitterly cold, 
that he appeared at dinner in his Postin." And our 
soldiers . were frost-bitten and Uo"en to death in 
the .Afghan passes, whilst the Russians perished in 
numbers about Khiva ; both countries being "about 
the latitude of Greece and Italy;" but not, con-
seq,uently, 80 genial in.point of climate. • • 

The ornithologist "A. 0. H." says of Sind : er The 
contrasts p1:esented by this small province are most 
striking. Stick to the central· · inundation_-subject 
tracts, where broads of cultivation qjvide with canals 
and irrigation-channels the length and breadth of 
the hmd, and-at any rate, if· your trip be made in 
the cold season-you will be ready, specially if either 
ornithologist or sportsman, to aver that· Sindh is 
the pleasantest of all our Indian possessiona. ; a 
climate that is simply perfection:· cool, dry · t.o 
a degree, bracing ; waving fields, picturesque-look
~g villages, beautiful lakes or 'lakelet.a in every 
march ; the sun always bright, the sky ever blue 
and cloudless, lovely purple hills closing every 
landscape in the far distance, and such wild fowl 
and snipe (and in places black partridge) shooting I 
But stray outmde the limits of the tracts, above 
all, wander a little amongst the 'lovely· purple 
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hills,' to which 'disti&nce,' and only a very con
aiderable distance, can lend ' enchantment,' and 
you must either be a geologist or more than mortal 
if you do not, after a week or so, conclude that 
Sindh is the most 'god-forgotten-hole' on the face 
of the globe."1 cc A. o~ H." does not love the Desert. 

The field of Miyd.ni. There it lieR before us, a 
broad plain, through whose silty amface withered 
stumps and leafless ahmbs, rare and scattered, 
protrude their desolate forms. It is divided by 
the· broad, deep bed of the old PhulQi, and it 
is bounded on the right by the high wall of the 
Shik4rgd.h, or hunting preserve, still loopholed a8 it 
was by the Beloch, and on the left by Miy4ni, the 
wretched fishing village, 1 to which capricious Fate 
bath given a lasting name in the annals of the East. 

Sundry attempt.a were made to detract as much as 
possible from the brilliancy of Sir Charles Napier's 
victory! His despat.ches, somewhat too • popularly 
written, were received at ·first with credulous admi
ration : in course of time they came to be considered, 

' Stray Feathen, etc., 1813, p. 48. 
• '' lli;1'ni," in Sind, ia the general name for the liWe 18tilement. 

populated chi.Sy bJ the &lherman cute. Karray'1 Band.book •Ja 
(p. '88) : "The battle ought to have been named from the Got, or 
village, of Uhir :e..biichi, rather than from lli7w, which ia the 
name of the whole district between the Phul6li ud the Indm, ad 
not of &DJ Tilllp or place in particular." I belieT8 this to be ua 
error. 

s Eapecially bJ the late Gen• Wacld.inpm, 0.B., whOM plua 
and "only correct account" will be found in Jrlr. Butwiok'1 "Diy 
Leav11 from Young Ji:mt" {p. 8'6). The l80Nt. hiltorJ of t1u. 
Report will, I hope, aoon be pablilhed in the ID8lllOin of Kim 
Ali Akbar, IC.B. 
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1io be compared with other public and private ac
count.a, 1io be questioned, to be dispu1ied. It is true 
that the few present at the action confirmed their 
General's assertions ; but, en remnolae, the many 
who had not that fortune found out all kinds of 
disenclianting details. The Princes were compelled 
1io fight against their will ; bribery and clannish 
feuds made our opponent.a more hostile 1io one 
another than 1io the common foe; the enemy W'88 

a "vast mob ; "· his infantry W'88 half-armed ; his 
cavalry ("riders without the slightest. discipline or 
knowledge of military movement.a, mounte«! O'.\l 
Wf8tched ponies I ") was commanded by a scoundrel 
in our pay, and his artillery W'88 w-orae than useless, 
" wretched 6-pounders," with mOst of the wheels 
secured by cord& Then the editor, the late Dr. 
Buist, dashed int,o the arena. He told the world : 
"One square-one charge-and the whole business 
W'88 settled." He remembered that, at the time of 
the news reaching England, the late Adjutant
General remarked, " the struggle f.Ould not have 
been very fierce, seeing that our loss W'88 so very 
trifting." He concluded the :flourish by informing 
mankind, that he "had no idea of the way in which 
the buainess W'88 managed," and made his exit ex
cltiming that Sir Charles Napier had "earned 
27,000Z. of prize-money with wonderful facility." 

What delight,ed every military man who did not 
allow himself t,o· be black-hearted with envy, was 
the way in which the brisk ·little aifair was 
fought. Sir Charles Napier dressed his line at 
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11 a.m., unlimbered his guns, and began, not With 
charging cavalry at masked batteries, nor with 
pushing a column of "murdered men" over a level 
plain, swept and scoured by hundreds of cannon, 
but by silencing, as a common-sense man would, 
the enemy's guns. An advance en 80helon of 
regiments ; a fierce mBAe, no quarter asked or 
given; on the river's banks when line was formed; 
a dash or two of horsemen, and at 1.30 p.m. 
the battle ended. It showed once and for all 
time how_ to fight an Indian battle: to shake 
the enemy's line with a hot fire of artillery; to 
charge home with infantry and, when slight symp
toms of hesitation begin, to throw all your cavalry 
at the opposing flanks. True, the Geneml's loss was 
only-killed 62 (6 officers), and wounded 194 (13 
officers), out of 2800 odd: decidedly not severe ; 
discipline and tactics prevented its being eo. But, 
in other hands (it would be invidious to specify 
them), the affair would probably not have presented 
the suspicious appearance which at once caught the 
Acljutant-Gcneral's critical eye. 

The epoch at which the battle was fought set it 
off in sul'pnssing lustre. It was, t.o use a hackneyed 
phrase, the " tail of the Afghan storm," and most 
disastrous ·ha<.l been that storm to the lives and pro
perty of our countrymen, to the Revenues of India, 
and, most of all, to the confidence of our -conquests. 
The co111mu.nllcrs of our armies seemed .determined. 
to clcmoralize the mnss of them, the Sepoys, by 
giving evc1y work of clanger and clifHculty to ~c 
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European regiments ; at Ghazni, for one instance 
of many, four European regiment.a composed the 
storming party. The Sepoys, on the other band, 
convinced of the little trust reposed in their courage 
and loyalty, and worsted, not wholly through their 
own fault, in many a badly-fought battle, had lost 
all that prestige of victory which makes the soldier 
victorious. Discouraged by their chiefs, they appa
rently resolved to merit discouragement. 

Then came the battle' of Miyani, bursting upon 
the Indian world like the glories of Plassey, the 
brilliant achievements of Sir Eyre Coote, and other 
dashing deeds which distinguished. past from pieselit 
generations. Once more 2800 thrashed 22,000 
men, as they ought to do, greatly to the disappoint
ment of certain old field-officers, lauders of days 
gone-by, grim predictors, who "prayed to Heaven 
that India might not be lost to us" : much to the 
delight of those who felt, as most soldiers did, that 
our fighting fortunes had been under *a cloud, 
that the cloud was at length dispersed, and that 
the sun of victory was once more glancing gaily 
and gladly upon our bayonet& 

The battle of Miyai.ni, and Dabb&, another no less 
brilliant affair which follewed it, threw Sind into 
our hands. It is the only one of the Transindine 
Provinces. that now remains to us. . 

A modem writer 1 on India :reniarks : " Our 
power, which since the days of Lake had remained 
inactive, like ·some huge Col088UB, heavy with it& 

' The talented author of " Dr)' Leavu from Youug Egn>t.,. 



own bulk, had suddenly made a stride which plqted 
us in Central Asia." But the unhappy Colosaua in 
question soon found Central Asia, metaphorically 
as well as litierally speaking, too hot for him. 
He remained there for a while, blind as Poly
phemus, and blundering as pitiably ; at length, 
finding that the new position had ne!ther pleasure 
nor profit in at.ore for him, he made the movement 
retrograde, blustering loudly enouglP as he went, 
but failing to conceal from his brother Brobdigna
gians, and even from the Lilliputians who had 
worked him such sad annoy, that he knew the 
retreat to be by no means the thing one boasts. of. 
We should have held Afgha.nistd.n for at least a 
year before abandoning it, and even lately we made 
the same mistake in African Ashanti. 

Then followed the conquest of Bind which, 
being an unpalatable measure to Anglo-Indians and 
Indians generally-for who likes to live in a 
mllange of the desert, the .oven, and the dust-hole t 
-was attacked on all sides. Every man with a 
tongue or a pen had his hit at it. 

The principal objections to the victor's policy 
numbered two. Firstly, it was urged that the act 
itself was an '' atrocious one," that a quarrel had been 
forced upon the Native Princes, and that their eject
ment and imprisonment were utterly unjustifiable, 
even when measured by the elastic rules of political 
morality. Secondly, it was asserted that the act 
was unwise, and consequently that it should be 
.remedied by being undone ; in other words, by 
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restoring the plundered property to the lawful 
owners of the estatie. 

With the first question I have nothing to do, 
being ignorant of the bl.w of nations, little read in 
political morality, and detesting nothing more than 
political discussion, of all things, next to polemics, 
the moat unprofitable and impossible branch of the 
science EristiktS. The second point is more in my line. 

The old wanior who conquered Bind was never 
a popular ·man in India. He made himself ha1ieful 
to the Civil Service, then a powerful body be
cause connect.ed. with the Court of Directors. He 
spoke of politicals as " sharp young men who 
know Persian. He accused both civiliani uid 
politicals of unutimable things ; le nicknamed them 
" Cutcherry H US8&1'B," and only the prestige of hia 
name and the terror of his illustrious brother, Sir 
William Napier, prevent.ed his being recalled like 
Lord Ellenborough. He held up. Bind 88 a pattern 
before the eyes of jealous India ; he insiated upon a 
huge garrison, and he made it a costly adquiaition, 
without counting his own &'1000 per annum. To 
the Indian press, his peculiar style of penonalities 
rendered ·his name distasteful in the extreme. So 
editon, especially t1ie " blatant bea...t of the Bombay 
J.'imu," 88 his brother-Scot called him ; and party
writera, many of them knowiDg little or nothing 
about what they were diacusaing, but all cunning in 
the art of appearing to do ao ; attacked the Con
queror in his t,enderest point, ~ maiden conqueit. 
Every blow •imed at it they felt would come home 
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to hllp, consequently they entered the arena de
termined. to plant aa many "stingers" aa pollible, 
and careless of fair play, provided. they could make 
any play whatever against him. The favourite hit.a 
here again were two. 

In the mat place, "Sind continues to coat, as it 
has coat us every year 1 since it.a conquest, some 
three quarten of a inillion annqally ; whereas the 
Panjab promises henceforth to yield :&om a quarter 
to half a million a year of free return." So much 
for the contrast between a .. eonquest made, in the 
former case, without _pretence of justification, and 
one, in the latter, which w• forced on us. The 
beauty of ad captandum argument.a, aa they are 
t.ermed, is that, somehow or other, they do, win the 
herd's heart. Secondly, that instead of preserving 
the Indua, " the .natural boundary of W eatern 
India," as our frontier, we have deliberately tossed 
away all it.a advantages, and have placed ourselves, 
our Sepoys, and our stores, in a false and dangerous 
position. 

Bind is an Unhappy Valley, a compound of 
stone, sand, and silt. The Desert cannot, the 
alluvial plains which it contains can, be fertilized. 
The country came into our possession battered by 
foreign invasion, tom by intestine di"leoaions, each 
of ita two dozen Princes being the head of a faction, 

' "Tbla {18151) ia the 8nt .,..ar Unoil.Ml in which the inoome 
of Britiah India hu uoeeded it. upeuditan; tbe 'te.JanM of from 
half a million to a millicm and._ a half, which for ten 7-.n put hu 
•ually atoocl apinn u1, ii now transformed into one of a quarter 
of a. million in uur favuur." Such waa the llll8l'tioD after the OoD.
•1u1:1'1•r ldt. 
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and almost depopulamd by bad government. It is 
therefore an exception to the general rule of our 
East.em conquest& Experience in the Indian penin
s~ has taught us not ·to expect the full amount 
o, revenue raised by the native Princes, our prede
ceBBOrs ; here we may hope, if I mistake not, 
eventually to double it. True, our wants a.re not 
trifling : immigration on an extensive scale is hardly 
the work of a 'day ; irrigation requires time and 
expenditure of ready money; and, finally, the 
influx of hard cash, which the country must have 
to thrive upon, 1 is an outlay of capital which rulers 
a.re apt to make grudgingly. Something ha& been 
done.; more remains to be done ; and much, I am 
confident, will be done. 

The regenerator of Sind is the Indus. As yet it 
has been the fate of that politically hapless stream 
t.o suffer equally from friend and foe. Lieutenant 
Burnes, its discoverer in modern days, magnified the 
splendour of its advantages to an extent wliich raised 
expectation high enough to secure c¥sappointment. 
He made light of the cc snags," easily remedied the 
cc sawyers," and found that the disadvantage of 
having no. ports for sheltei-, nor harbours accessible 
to vessels of burden, was " more· imaginary th!\ll 
real." An cc lndus.Sfieam Navigation Company" was 
formed in England, and an agent was despatched 
to Bombay for the purpose of settling preliminaries : 

1 That the agriculturiata may not pay their rent. in kind-a ayRem. 
of raiaing nYenue the moai unatiafactorJ of all, on account-of it. 
being open to certain embeulement. 
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there operations ceased. The public felt the reaction 
from enthusiasm and speculation to total apathy. 
The disappointed, ~d they were not few, de
preciated the value l,)f the "n:oble river " with all 
their might and main, as a vent to their ill-humour. 

But apathy and ill-humour both had their day. 
Presently it was suggested that the little steam-tugs 
employed on the lndus were incapable of developing 
its resources, and it was proposed to substitute for 
them the large river-boats after those which had 
been adopted on the Ganges. And, lest the march 
of improvenient should halt at the river, it was 
resolved to improve the port.a, to lay out lines . of 
road, and to erect caravanserais for the benefit 
of travellers. The " Indus Steam Flotilla " was 
a long step in advance, and the ra.ilroad, when 
finished, as it .soon must be, will be a longer-we 
shall see them both on our down-march. Such 
measures lead to prosperity, especially when under
taken, not with o. Conqueror's fitful energy, but 
with the steady resolve of an Indian administra
tion ; even the deadly climate must eventually 
yield to the effects of drainage and to the proper 
management of the inundation. The Unhappy 
Valley will, I venture to predict, in the course of 
years lose itS character; and in the evening of its 
days become the" Happy Valley." 

As 1'Cgnrdi our position being weakened by 
passing beyond the lndus : Sind is, in the opinion 
of every sensible :man, exactly the frontier we require. 
'Vho.t can be more favourable than an open plain for 
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the evolutions of a disciplined army !-what more 
imaginary than the existence of "natural boun
daries ! "-more fanciful than the advantages to be 
derived from a deep river, a line of mountains, or 
any of Nature's works u frontiers! 

The occupation of this Province should act 
beneficially upon our East.em rule, in two ways, 
actively and passively. · 

Lower Bind forms an excellent base for warlike 
operations, should they be required, against the 
turbulent people to the west and north-west. Con
sidering the question commercially, Karachi, like 
Aden, has long eclipsed all the petty harbours Y'hich, 
studding the neighbouring coast, once formed so 
many inlets for our commodities into Central Asia. 
Should we, in future years, imitating the wise and 
politic conduct of the early Portuguese, establish 
detachments in fQrte and strongholds, acquired by 
purchase or conquest, along the southern shores of 
Mekmn and the Persian Gulf, where the ~uphrates 
Valley Railway must run, it will be in our power 
to regulate the stream of trade in whatever way best 
suits our con~nience ; meanwhile, we content our
selves with diverting it into our· own channel. 
Kard.chi lies on the direct rout.e from England to 
the Panjd.b and the North-Western Provinces of 
British India. It hu not yet been riad.e a dep6t 
for the reception of military stores destined for that 
part of the country, but the measure has long been 
proposed, and will doubtless eventually be carried 
into execution. 
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The passive advantage we secure by the poeses
aion of Bind, is simply that we have crushed and 
ousted a hostile power, which· might have been, 
although it never was, dangerous to us, its neigh
bours. The fierce, hardy, and martial barbarians of 
the Beloch mo11Dtains and Eastern Persia can no 
longer consider Sind their general point de nunion: 
unsupplied with the sinews of war by the lords of 
the low country, and scattered by the want of a 
leader to head them, a single regiment of irregular 
cavalry and the British name have already sufficed 
to check their predatory propdnsities. 

Another good which Sind did us. Every few 
years, Mr. Bull, you and your household suffer 
from a kind of disease, an intermitt;ent fever called 
Russophobia and, during the attack, you become a 
haunted man. A skeleton site before your roast
beef, robbing it of all it.a zest ; direful visions, partly 
the spawn of distempered fancy, partly the deformed 
exaggerations of a real danger, abstract from your 
usually heavy slumbers half their normal quiet. 
At times you start up, dreaming of bankrupt,cy : 
you rush to th~ window expecting to see, strange 
portent I a wolf at your _yery door. Such is the 
nature of the fit : when it passes off it is succeeded 
by the usual revulsion ; you laugh at your fears, you 
make light of the ghost, and you prose out many 
sound and sober reasons, aD proving the phantasm 
to have been an " airy nothing." 

. But Russophobia was not based upon nothing. 
Russia tbeu contained the elements of the power if' 
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not the actual and present capability, to do all that 
~apoleon predict.e<l she would do. She bitended 
also to do it. It was not without reason tho.t she 
directed the whole of her influence against the self
sufticient semi-savages and barbarians of Central 
Asia, tliat she roiled to supplant us in Persia, 
that she ovemm Afghaniat&n with spies, and that 
she lavished blood and gold upon the pathless 
steppes that stretch eastward from the Caspian 
Sea. Russophobia, I repeat, was in those days no 
dream : it was a distorted vision of possibilities. 

You open the map, Rawlinson'& or Gordon's. 
You proc.luce and fix on your spectacles. • You 
bend over the page, and pass your finger slowly, very 
slowly, along the ten, once twenty-five, degrees which 
still separate the nearest limits of the two Empires. 
You pause here and there, especially when a streaky, 
caterpillar-like line, which means a mountain, a 
huge white space dotted with atoms to denote sand, 
or the frequent words, " Great Salt Desert~" attract . 
your eye. 

True, air, mountain and so.It-plain, river and 
desert, lie in the way, but what eai-thly obstacle is 
impassible to genius ! Naf.dir Shah, an uneducated 
-barbarian, with a few ipousands of undrilled Per
aiana, marched from his capital ; forced the terrible 
passes of the Afghan ; subdued all the ferocious 
tribea that met him, and re&J:hed D9Ihi, the core of 
India, how triumphantly, his loaa, some hundred 
men, may t.e1l you. What Nd.dir coUld do, others ean. 

The poMeSBion of Bind did much to calm your 
'TOL. 11. 16 
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fears, and to prevent their reacting upon the people 
of India. You recognized the value of an outpost 
which would close to the enemy all but one route, 
that through Af'ghanistd.n and the Panjd.b. There 
he would have been compelled to meet us upon a 
plain country, where his savage amdliaries could 
avail him little, and where your men are, to say the 
least, 88 good 88 his. You feel that every year, 88 

artillery and projectiles become more ponderous, the 
value of the Indus, at once a moat 850 direct 
miles long, and a line of transport which can 
carry 100-ton guns 88 easily as the enemy his 
12-poundera, greatly increases. Your invader can 
no longer occupy the lower Valley of the Indua ; 
he can create no division by a flank movement on 
·Kachh, and your W&Mt.eamen secure you against 
danger from the Penian Gulf. Driefty, we have 
blocked up all but the moat trying aD.d perilous 
entrance to India, and we have placed ourselves 
in the moat li'kely position to debar our assailant, 
ahould he en1ier India, of all chance to return. 

And now, a third of a century after the con
quest. of Bind, I marvel, and, moreover, I am 
ashamed, to hear of India being threatiened by the 
Muscovite. · Afghanistd.n has lost all power; the 
Pq.njd.b is in our hands.; Kashmir and N epd.l are 
mere dependencies. The one line, open in the ~ya 
of Banjit Singh, is ~t oft: . And the course of Busaian 
conquest since the Crimean War is wholly against 
her troubling India. With the necesaity of growth 
which belongs to young communities, aa well as to 
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individuals, she has grown eaatwa.rds when she 
could not grow southwards. She has committed the 
fatAl but inevitable error of forcing her dominion 
upon the most fanatical tribes of the Moslem world. 
She is ever advanemg her frontier to meet that of 
China, and when the rival-cousins do meet, war 
will never cease. Truly we have no reaaon, for half 
o. century at least, to feel fear of Ruaia. The 
RU880phobists are, for the present; men of the 
past, except that Europe seems auddenl7 1io have 
discovered that half of her area is held by the 
Slav race, and to be much startled by her own 

• • discovery. 
The short and bloody page whicli our ill-judged 

invasion of Afghauiat4n has inserted into the aimaJs 
of India under the English, reads .,, lesson aa to 
the peril of "territorial aggrandizement " in that 
direction. It is now an old, old story ; but . it.a 
enduring interest is that, as the thing happened 
once, so it may happen again. Would it· irk you, 
air, were I to waste a few words upon the danpn 
into which we heedlessly rushed, and which over
whelmed 118, because we were unpnpared for them I 
" So don't do it again, dear;'' aa the mat.ernal 
p&rent is wont to conclude. a, domestic lectun, will 
be, biM emendu, the gist of my garrulity. 

In ruling peoples like the .A.fghaos, the Per
aiana, or the Arabs, we have three great diflicultiea 
to con1iend ayainat: the . action of their natioD&l 
faith, the aocia1 position of their women, and the 
nature of their penal code. 
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Except in history, or in a few acatt.ered tnDea, 
there is no such thing aa patriotism in Central .Asia; 
it.a locum tenens, 88 a bond of union, is religion or 
bigotry. The Persian will openly t,ell you that he 
cares not one iota whether Kajar or Prank walk the 
street.a of Teheran, provided that, fintly, his Mull4, 
18CODdly, his wives, be reapect,ed. Popular ~tall 
on Eastern subjecta are prone t,o .eIT in this par
ticular.1 With much poetical feeling they institut,e 
a comparison between El-lilam and the Dead 
Knight of. the medieval legend who, when slain by 
a bolt, was carried by his charger over the field, 
causing aa much confusion tic> the foe 88 if the rider's 
arm were still doing, as wont, the work of death. 
This is strength of simile, deficienay of aense. They 
univenalUe from the individual imtance which par
ticularly comes within the ranp of general Euro
pean observation, the un-Sublim.e Portie, and they 
blunder groaslJ, as obaenera who adopt such style 
of deduction do, and must ever do. Bl-Jalam ia 
atill in all ifa vigour,.f'emmt and deep-root.eel in the 
hearts of men-I am speaking of the JD8lll in Central 
Asia, not of eorraptiona in Syria and elsewh~ 
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as it was when. it first sprang, Minerva-like, in 
panoply from Mohammed's brain : that it retains 
the ardent activity of youth, together with the 
settled strength of mature manhood, its system
atic propaganda in Africa may prove. During the 
early part of the present century the W ahhd.b1s 
of Eastern Arabia made a movement which would 
not have disgraced the days of Umar. They arose 
with the same intention of spreading their Faith 
over a plundered world ; ~hey failed, not for want 
of energy or will, but because they lacked the 
means of success. Nations a.re now better guarded 
against these human typhoons : the war-canoe 
and the bow are not likely to do much Bga.llist 
the Iron-clad and the Woolwich-infant. Bu~ 
there is nothing ett.Sier than to preach a JiMJ,, 
or Holy War, in Central Asia.· 

The position of strangers· and infidels in lands 
taming with bigotry and fanaticism. must be fraught 
with danger ; the countless. prejudices of the Mos
lems are so many ro~ks ·upon which the current of 
events could not fail to dash us. In ·the presence of 
British equity . the Mussulmd.n Sayyid and the 
Hindu sweeper stand on the same footing ; but let 
the latter strike or insult. the former at Candahar, 
and what is the result 11 The Moslem returns 
home, tears his beard, dashes his turban to the 
ground, assembles his friends, threate~ cabals, and 
agitates, till he raises a tumult which, if circum-

1 I quote thia b1atance beca111e IDUIJ :nmembtr it.I t&1dJll plaoe 
ia Afghaniat&n. . 



54 

stance favour it, may end in rebellion and ma11aere. 
:Most of these Levita- might, it ·is true, be con .. 
ciliat.ed, bribed, and converled into spies upon their 
:ftocks. But what a degrading position for the firat 
Asiatic nation in Christ,endom to place itself in, to 
mle by sufferance and by purchased obedience r 
:Many of them, moreover, like the Irish priest, are 
out of the reach of douceurs, because money ia 
no object, and the rank which they hold amongst 
their countrymen would be lowered rather than 
raised by the favour and· countenance of their anti
religionist.s~ These men are the most in:ftuen~ 
therefore the most dangerous, pmt of the sacred 
community. 01Fend one of. them and, if eventa 
favour it, there will be a " Holy War." 

To meet the occo.sions for which Korariic reve
fation, in this matter like many others, forgot to 
provide, RC18'11i, or the established "country-custom,'' 
is· virtually admitted throughout the world of El
Islam to an equality with Holy Writ. The inspired 
ordinance upon the subject of adultay, for instance, 
has been found by experience worse tho.n useless : 
but it is inspired ; it cannot therefore be alt.ered, 
although it may be transgressed. So, in oll purely 
Moslem nations, men are allowed to take the law 
into their own hands, and summarily to wuh out 
with bloocl an Bfrront offered to their honour. 

A few months after Sir Charles Napier had 
conquered Bind, he issued an order promising to 
hang any one_ who committed this species of legal · 
~urder. Abst1"tlctly just, it wns uncommonly 
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tyrannical. It was as if the Allied Army at Paris 
had denounced duelling and, in spite of all the 
prejudices in its favour, which made the proceeding 
become a practice, had systematically shot every 
man convicted of an" affair of honour." The san
guinary custom of the Moslem world overwhelms 
with ignominy the husband or son of an adulteress 
who survives the discovery of her sin ; he is taboo'd 
by society ; he becomes a laughing-stock to the 
vulgar, and a disgrace to his family and friends. 
Even the timid Bind.is every now and then were 
driven to despair by their dishonour ; a few cases 
might be quoted in.which, with the rope round their 
nec~s, they avenged their outraged " shame," and 
died, rather than drag on a scandalous existence. 
The greater part of the community amused them
selves with shrugging up their shouldem at the 
Frank's outlandish ways, and, discontented with our 
new punishment of blacking the offender's face, 
shaving her head, and leading her, seated <i l'envers 
on an ass, through the b&mr, to be pelted and 
hooted by boys and beggars, made prevention their 
motto, the bolt taking the place of the sword. 

Such oould not be done in many plU"ts of Central 
Asia. The nature of the subject, Mr .. Bull, forbids 
it.a being approfondi: suffice it to say ·that, for 
~y reosons, were the fear of the scimitar removed, 
the scandalous scenes certain to occl1r would pass 
description. Then the .finale, "the Shame of the 
Moslem is broken," ancj "Allah will aid in the goOd 
Fight againl't these Accursed." .The murder of 
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M. Griboiido1F, the Rusaian Envoy to the Court of 
Teheran, result.ed from the misconduct of his suite : 
the teterrinU1. cauaa being, as uaual, at the bottom 
of the .affair. And in Mghaniat4n, next to the 
dissatisfaction produced by our diminishing the 
aalaries of the chieftains who held the pasaea ; and 
the intrigues of the worthless despot Shujd.', who, 
with an eye to finings and confiscations, incited his 
nobles to rebellion ; ranks high, among the cause& of 
our disasters, the universal discon1ient excit.ed in the 
breasts of .the people by the conduct of their women 
under the new mle. The grievance· was taken up 
by the class which in El-Islam represents the priest
hood; ensued a JiM,d, wh~ objects were plun
der and revenge ; and then, as the Moalema say, 
"what happened, happened." 

Our p11nishmenfie, too : how contemptible they 
must appear to the ferocious barbarians that incur 
them I The Afghan ia detected stealing ; he looks 
to have his right hand chopped off: we lodge him 
in what he considers o. luxurious retreat, where he 
can cat, drink, doze, smoke, and abuse the Frank 
in plcnnry animol satisfaction. He appropriates his 
friend's spouse : instead of peri,lling life or limb, he 
knows ~t these benevolent fools, his rulers, will 
hang the husband who harms him. Overheard 
blaspheming, a crime for which he would be atoned 
to death amidst the ferociou& exultation of his 
fellows, he now can laugh: under our rule sacrilep 
is not a capit.al offence. He commit.a murder, and 

· is detected ; he expects nothing but a ho~ble 
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death, to be aupended by the ankles, and 
chopped in two like a sheep hung up in your 
butcher's shop, or to be :flayed alive, one of the 
moat exCl'Dciating tortures that human ingenuity 
ever devised. 1 He BIDiles when he is t.old that 
he is only to dangle for an hour at the gallows, 
without the prospect of being left there to feed 
the crows ; or that he is aim.ply to be shot with
out the p.l'eliminary of being bastinado'd till sensa
tion by slow degrees is expelled his fonn. And, 
:finally, the mere fact of a True Believer being 
put to death by Infidels, always mggests the 
Palm of Martyrdom. - • • 

The natives of Central Asia ans to be con
trolled by strange and terrible puniabmeuta. In 
the early part of· the present century, that mighty 
soldier of fortune, Mohammed, or as you learned to 
call him, Mahomet Ali, of Egypt, defeated the 
W ahh&bi Crusaders, and made himself master of 
El-Hejaz, the Arabian Holy Land. Immediat,ely 
after the decisive victory at B• he began the 
work of intimidation by slaughtering three hundred 
prisoners who endured the cliagrace of sqmmder 
w:ith the hope of 1aving life. But he was careful 
not to put them to death in a common way; he cut 
some to pieces litaally by inches; many he impaled, 
and he blew othen from the mouths. of his can
non, so as to render anything like a decent funmal 
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imposaible. The brave and sanguinary Ibrahim 
Paaha succeeded to the office of Executioner-General, 
and in 1833 the Sublime Porte added to the family, 
with other investitures, the command of the Red Sea 
ports, and the privilege of conducting the Hajj, or 
Pilgrim-caravans. The Egyptians, however, found 
difficulty in holding the newly-conquered country : 
they were abominated by the wild inhabitants be
cause they shaved their beal.'ds, spoke a strange 
tongue, and freely indulged in military license. 
Amaamnations became of daily occurrence,, massacres 
of amall outposts was the next step in advance, and 
the victors were beginning .to fear that a rise en. 
maaae would conclude the scene. 

A bright thought struck the old man. He knew 
that it was conferring a favour rather than otherwise 
upon a Bedawi murderer to behead him ; to hand 
the earcaaa over to it.a :friendi, and to allow every 
little villain to ho embalmed in memory as a mar
tyred saint on earth, and to become a blessed spirit 
in heaven, carried about in the crop of a green bUd. 
He had tried impaling upon a small scale : he 
resolved to ext.end his operations and to see the 
efrec1B of the novel and horrible punishment. 

Perfect· auccesa at1iended the attempt. Even 
labmael'a spirit quailed at the sight of the stake. 
The wild Arab could endure the death ; he could 
not the idea of ita consequences. The body . of 
every malefactor was doomed to the hungry dogs· 
,.ud vultures ; no holy rite could be performed over 
it ; a laat resting-place in. this world was denied to 



59 

it, and what might not happen to it in the next I 
The stake triumphed. 

I believe, Mr. Bull, it would be in the power of 
any military commander to reduce an Afghan, Per
sian, or Turkoman province to perfe~ submission, 
to " turn " as their phrase is, the " tiger into a little 
goat." Thus : A village, I will suppose, ~ to 
pay its tax, and the headman sends you a polit,e 
message inviting you, dog of a. Frank, to come and 
take it. You bluster a little, to giv~ your part 
vraisemblance, at the messenger with the bold 
broad face; you make & few preparations for a'ttiaclt
ing the rebel, ostentatiously as you can ; preiently 
something happens ; you allow the project to die in 
embryo. You keep your secret to yourself and you 
smile alone at the altered manner of those around 
you. When the arrogant headman baa determined 
that you are a Nd,-lm,a,rd, ''a no man," a coward, one 
fine night, aa the moon is rising, you find youmelf 
with a few hundrecl honemen quietly jokgiug on 
towards the village of ShaY:kh Mohammed. You 
reach it in due time, you poet a reserve for fear ·of 
fugitives, and you carefully set fire to half-a-dozen 
huta in as many different directions. The wret.cb.es 
try to rup. away, you kill all the men ; the women, 
who would pick out your eyes with their collyrium
needl~, and the children you make "~khah1sh" to 
your soN.iers. You conclude by levelling the place 
with the ground, and by walking your pet charger 
with the high~sounding name over.and acroea it, that 
the world may·aa,, "Verily, he rode Ghurrawnover 



GO Sina &tisitecl. 

the homes of the Sona of Ydauf I " And, 8nally, you 
erect, in memory of the exploit, a Kalleh-mmul.r,1 

a round-tower of atone with tegular lines of heads, 
perhaps with live bodies of priaonem, cement.eel by 
lime into the outer counes of the masonry: the 
Shaykh, I need hardly say, occupying a position 
more cle\11.t.ed than his clients. After which, believe 
me, you will be pronounced every inch a Ma,rtl 
(man), soldiers will awear by you, subject.a will be 
proutl to obey you, not a toalcul but will consider 
you n hero t " Did he not kill one hundred men 
in ono night and bum their fathcn1 in quicklime 1 " 

It is needless to aay that no British ofticer could 
be found to commit such enormities, and that, were 
one found, a worae than the fat.e of Haynau would 
await him at your hands. But, hating cruelty, your 
tutz verge towards the other extrem~ unwise 
clemency, far mol'e cruel than wise severity. Some 
claptrapping jolll'Dlliat never fails to catch and dreaa 
up for your taite a sorry to.le 

0

about the horrors of 
the last siege, or the acts of violence whidi soldier& 
will commit during and after the excitement of battle. 
You read and believe it: it is re-told and re-read till 

I LiterallJ; a U Jldmret of akuJla." 
I TJaia upnmift phzue literallt mllmll that t1ie pNpDitoar 

ia in Uut p1M8 of Bterul Pmdlhment. If a man'• OOlpl8 llu hema 
........ imt11d of iU.aaed., the opprobriou -- .. _ of 
band ...... would deloeDcl wt acUun to .. tlaircl ........ 
with ldminble acmfaaioa of .. literal wt metaphorioa1. \\'lam . 
Jaa ..,, "I will bam thJ father,• 1011 ....._ to mab the 
illlli'ridaal adch._.t. Jaap the WIOJIC aide of ... ,.. ; - -
•· TM ,U.. ia not anl7 upnllli'Y8, it la a1ao ftliom ia. it11 .,..-...... 
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the General, if he be 'Weak enough to regard "Public 
Opinion," in the form of preaa-cant, or an ignon.nt 
public's credence of it, is deterred from doing hia 
duty, from acting as he knows he should act. This 
has happened so often, that the very Asiatics 
have learned to ah.ape their conduct by ita pro
bability. When a refractory feoft'ee gives up his 
sons as hostages to an Indian rajah, ho feels that 
the matter is earnest, for he is not capable of such 
Roman virtue as to sacrifice hia children for the 
good of his people. To us, on the contrary, he 
sends them with a light heart. The boys ?ill .be 
fed and cared for ; pouibly they may be educated 
to make Useful spies: in the meantime the father 
takes the field against us, as soon as he finds it 
convenient to do so. 

Mind, air, I do not want permission to erect 
minaretB of skulls, or to hang my hostages. But I 
think we may claim, and that you shouid concede 
to us, some slight relaxations of prejudice ; for 
instance, free leave to modify and proportion punish
ment to the wanta of a newly conqueied people, as 
long ae we avoid such barbarities as torture and gene
ral maBB&ere. Where you imprison I would always 
flog the poor and fine the rich. I would never 
hang a Moslem without burning his corpse with 
BOJDe solemnity ancJ, when sounded about the proba
bility of my taking a hostage, I would reply by a. 
s-tme, mut,ely eloquent, which questions the possi
bility of diacovering a certain tint in my organs or 
light. And in military executions I should always. 
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prefer blowing from a gun ; it is far more humane 
than hanging or shooting, and now you know its 
use. 

Allons, let us retire to our tent and indulge in 
the natural somniferous consequences of refiections, 
preachment.a, lectures, and all sermons. You see 
where it is pitched : the weeds are of a. brighter 
green, and the shrubs are a. li+.tle taller than their 
neighboUl'B: some hundreds of our fellow-creatures 
are thus doing their last duty by ·the Old Parent. 
We will not mention this fact to our servant.a, if 
you please, otherwise the fellows w.ill be seeing 
ghost.a 1-0- that I could cafic?h eight and have 
speech of one I-and hearing goblins the livelong 
night. 

How the jackals astonish you after a month's 
escape from their serenade. The moon shines 
bright and the air is pure and cool, a state of things 
apparently much to tho satisfaction of the Canis 
Aureus. If you peep out of the tent-door you will 
see the graceful scavengers ·now scampering over 
the plain, then stopping for a moment to bay, then 
again bounding ofF, springing playfully as kittens 
over one another's backs. Yon greyish senior has 
taken up a position close to our canvas-home, the 
betts, I suppose, to -oblige us with a "Cha.rivari." 
The cry resembles, o.ccording to some, the scream-

. ing of a humo.n being in agony ; others liken it to 
the loud wailing of grief; in fact, there is no end 
to the unlovely similes which it has provoked from 
the sleepless and justly U,.itnt?d traveller. The 
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French, if I recollect right, produced a series of 
mouo- and dis-syllables which, strong together, were 
supposed to give an idea of the nightingale's note. 
Take these words: 

Wah I wah I ! wha-a ! ! I 
I 1mell the body of a dead Hindu ; 

Where 7 wha-re I I wh......-re I 11 
Here ! hee-re I I he+re ! 11 

Pronounce the first and second lines as rapidly as 
your lips and 1iongae can move, Mr. Bull, emphati
cize the "where" and the cc here" by aspirating the 
cc h "as an Irishman does when he threatens ~ wl],ip 
you, dwell dolefully upon the medial vowel, and 
after a little .practice you will pass for a jackal 
before Billy, your son. And at last you will enjoy 
the ja.ckal's serenade, which connects itself with the 
memory of moonlit nights, of cool crisp air, and of 
the illimitable freedom of the glorious Desert. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

·DOWN THE Pil:ULELI :RIVER TO SUDDBBAK'S OOLlJllN. 

THE BTEPMOTHEB. 

WE must start betimes this moming ; IUt;een miles 
before we reach breakfast, and fourteen more ere we 
come to Sudderan's Column, dinner, and bed. Our 
road lies along the channel ·of the Phw~li : I must 
call your attention to this watercourse ; it is intaeet
ing in more points than one. There are two of the 
name, the old and the new ; both part from the left 
bank of the Indue, between Miyd.ni and Unnarpm; 
the former, now scanty of water, beginning north of 
the latter. The length is some-forty miles; the mean 
breadth is about 350 feet, here widening to nearly 
double, there shrinking to half that size, while the 
winding reaches seldom exceed a mile in length. 
The tums are sharp, and sometimes close together, 
acting as natural locks to impede the progress of a 
volume which, :flowing uninterruptedly, would draw 
oft" half the water of the lndus; possibly, despite all 
p~cautions, some day it may become the Great 
River. The stream impinges upon a wall of etift", 
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thick clay ; the opposite bank is as shelving as the 
other is abrupt, and the bott.om, of hard, caked silt, 
was once covered, where the channPl broadens, with 
long and large holms of light sand drifted by the 
ef.emal winds. Deep pools of stagnant water, some 
of them a mile round and more, then studded the 
bed ; and during the season for the Kharlf, or 
autumnal crop, there was scarcely a puddle within 
convenient distance of the bank which was not made 
subservient to the purposes of agriculture. 

Bind, like India, has two crops. The Rabf'a, or 
vernal (sown in autumn and reaped in spring), com
prises wheat, barley, and gram (Dolichos bjflorua), 
sugar and tobacco, vetches and vegetables. The 
Kharif (sown in spring and reaped in autumn) 
produces ri®, holcus, and the various panicums or 
millets ; the chickling vetch, cott.on, indigo, and 
other dye-plants, as saftlower and madder; condi
ments, as fennel, mint, coriander, red pepper, and 
cummin-seed ; inebriatives, as hemp ud opium ; 
medicines, Mpecially senna ; greens, onions and 
garlic, carrots and turnips, egg-plants and sweet 
potatoes_; spinach and fenugreek'; country-sorrel 
and oil seed.a, with the exception of the rioa"nus 

·which is perennial. It is hardly nece&fJ&lY to note 
such minute divisions as the~ or first-fruits, 
in June to February, for cotton and sugar, or the 
Adh4wd., in April to August, for Juwd.r (&rgAvm 
wlgare), here_ the staff of life, and for Mung 
(Phaseolua mungo). As in other Moslem countries, 
the peasant's year is divided into Rabi'a, lasting 
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from October to April, and Kharlf, the " balance " 
of the year: thus they ·escape the inconveniences 
of the lunar computation, which goes round the 
solar seasons. · 

In some places, where the fertilizing fluid lies 
far beneath the surface of the country, sets of two, 
three, and even four Persian-wheels, garnished with 
coarae pots, have been erected to raise and diatribut.e 
it over the thirsty soil 

This part of Bind is Old Egypt in person. The 
river banks, ~ven at this dry time of the-year, are 
everywhere comely. The fields are for the moat 
part parched like those of the Dekhan (Deccan), and 
cultivation is not extensive, ·but the number of 
Skikdrgdks, or hunting preserves, gives the acene an 
appearance of fertility ; whilat the frequent villages 
and cultivators' huts enliven it to eyes full of 
the desolat.e loneliness which haunted us on the 
Kard.chi-Kotri iprch. About the middle of May 
the inundation ext.ends to the very tail. The first 
rise sweeps a body of water through the head, a 
signal for the peasant to wake up and be stirring. 
In a week the bed becomes a deep and rapid river 
which in Europe would claim the first rank, and 
on both banb the cultivators begin eagerly to make 
the best use of the time allowed for irrigating their 
lands. At the height of the flood the wonderful 
capability of the soil becomes apparent ; the crops 
seem to grow under your eyes, and the plants iiae to 
a gigantic size. The country is covered, even where 
cultivation extends not, with a coat of emerald 
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verdure, and the river-gardens, so celebrated for 
their fruit, bloom with double beauty. The green 
fig (the purple variety is rare) would repay care; 
the tamarind ls found wild and cultivated, as is the 
dwarf-palm, which thrivea amazingly ; the mulberry 
grows well, and might be tried along the canals 
and other places :where water is close at hand ; the 
Phulsa (Grewia ABiatioa, L.) is almost eatable; the 
plantain, generally inferior to that of India, still 
makes no~ing and wholesome food; the apple 
is poor and tasteless, resembling the "summer apple" 
of England ; and the grape .cannot be compared 
with the produce of the cold hill-countries U> the 
North. There are sour limes and sweet limes, but no 
oranges; the custard-apple and the shaddock (pom
pelmoose, or pummelow), are found only ih the 
gardens planted by the Haydard.b£ci princes, and 
the guava and rose-apple are almost equally rare. 
The cocoa-palm has lately been introduced; it 
might, perhaps, be profitably cultivated on. the salt 
soils near Kard.chi. The fruit of the wood-apple 
(Feronia) is eaten, and the rind is made into snuft'
bo.xes. The list concludes.with pomegranates (bad 
.,nd stony)~ varieties of the Sepistan. or Cordia, and 
~e jujube (Zizypku 'IJulgaris). Of these, the 
mango, good but requiring more care, is the only 
important item which enters into" the diet of the 
people. · 

Everywhere you hear the monotonous creaking 
of the Persian-wheels, a sound pleasantly associated 
with visions of peace and plenty ; and the shouts of 
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the peasants goading their cattle, or hooting away, 
and slinging ·clay-pellets- at, hungry Socks of im
pudent bird& .Again the Nile I Near thu towns 
and villages, the banka of these streams during the 
inundation are remarkably picturesque. From every 
eminence rise lofty, domed, and glittaing tombs, 
ahrined in littl~ emerald casings of mimosa, acacia, 
and jujube. Here and there idle groups, dressed 
in the gayest colours, are sitting upon the bank and 
watching the crowds of male and female bathers 
that people the waters ; busy throngs are to be 
seen at every ferry, and morning and evening long 
herds of cattle wade the fords. 

The PhuMli is the main .art.ery of Wicholo~ or 
Middle Bind. It has been &BBerted, ·principally, I 
believe, on the authority of natives, that it v ~ 

one of the provisional beds of the Indue during the 
migration of th_at stream from East to West. But 
the history of these shiftings has not yet been 
investigated, and, en pa88ant, I may remark that 
if every broad and deep channel in this part of the 
country be allowed to claim the honour of having 
once contained the " Classic/' we shall see ample 
reasons for supposing that our river must some time 
or other have ftowed through almost every league 
of Bind. Perhaps it did. 

You see yon long forest fenced round with mud
walls and strong thom-hedges, over which appear 
the tufted t.ops of many trees, tamarisk, mimosa, 
and poplar being the chief varieties. There is no 

.limit between it and the River; and every :tlood 
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encroaches upon it, as you may perceive by the 
lm:ge trunks which, loosened from the banks, have 
sunk into the bed, and now lie like scattered frag
ments of cyclopean ohevauz de frise. 

These Shikdl1ydM, literally meaning in Persian 
"hunting places," or preserves, the Bel,d, of the 
popular tongue, form a peculiar feature. They 
generally line the margin of the river or of some 
wide branch, whose waters are dispersed through 
them by a network of drains, cuts, and ditches ; 
thus they engross the most fertile and valuable soil 
in the province. The Andrs calculated that every 
head of deer killed cost them .£80, and our a·11thoti
ties consider this no exaggeration, duly estimating 
the loss of revenue occasioned by forel'ting valuable 
Jand. All the Bhilal.rgahs were and are govern
ment property. The rulem' absorbing passion for 
field-sport.a, a taste with which you should sympa
thize, induced them to lavish large sm:ils upon them, 
and to preserve them with peculiar care. cc We 
value them," said one of the lords; . "as much as 
our wives and children,'' a blunt truth which has 
been recorded by every writer that bath written 
upon the subject of Bind, as proof-positive of the 
deapemte state in which those lords' minds, morals, 
and domestic aft"ections must have been. Stripping 
the dictum of its· Oriental eugge1'J.tion, you will 
come to _the conclusion that the good Beloch, like 
English country gentlemen, attached, peradventure, 
a trifle too much importance to the inviolability of 
their covers, and that, not unlike an angry duke 
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in the North-country, they were disposed actively 
to resent trespassing. True, they were sometimes 
barbarous in their endeavours to deter Robin Hoods 
and Little Johns from playing pranks beneath the 
greenwood tree. If you blame them, sir, you have 
only to turn over a page or two of your family 
records. Probably you have not forgotten, for it 
is within your memory, that a " learned " judge, a 
Christian and a civilized man, hanged an unhappy 
poacher, because he happe~ed to cut a keeper's 
hand with a. knife dralvn in a sudden fray. 

Unfortunately for the Princes of Sind, these pre
serves were as odious to us as they were dear to 
them. 'Ve found that '' snags:" came not from the 
mountains, but out of the Shikargd.hs. We required 
" a clear belt of twelve yards wide between forest 
and river," to form a pathway for trackers. We 
lletcrmined that our steamers must be supplied with 
fuel, and that fuel was to be procured only from the 
hunting-fo1"Csts. The owners refused, objected, and 
wrangled, declaring that \Ve were a.bout to ruin their 
covers. We pointed out to them the Finger of 
Proviclence tracing the course of events, whereby 
was meant that we '11£ttst have what we wanted; 
moreover, th:at this was the punishment for taking 
Shik:irgd.hs to their bosoms instead of wives, laying 
waste villages to make Shikarg'1is, and so forth. 
The men in possession again refused, objected, and 
\\Tangled, and yielded ; your steady resolve, as 
usual, carried tbe day. 

· You neYer admired battues, sir, and what is 
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more, you never will admire them. You-I par
ticularize the word, for your Comish and Cymbrian 
kinsfolk will occasiondly fall, like Frenchmen or 
Italians, in bodies of twelve upon one, and your 
Hibernian neighbours show a little too much gusto 
in "potting" an enemy from behind a hedge-a.re 
the only human being in whom the principle and 
pr.i.ctice of Fair Play seem to be innate. You limit 
it not to affairs between ma.n and man, you extend 
it even to feathered bipeds and to quadrupeds; con
sequently, you look upon· the battue, fashionable, 
foreign, and even German though the diversion be, 
with no favouring eye. 

For the same reason you will not admire the 
Sind Amira' sportmanship. The animals were driven 
out of the thick covers which concealed them, by 
a gradually narrowing circle of yelling beaters and 
yelping dogs, into a square or parallelogram, care
fully staked round and hedged with wattles to 
prevent escape ; this inclosed space was ·divided 
into irregular triangles, by narrow alleys cut through 
the bushes and copses in every dircetion, all con
verging to the grass-hut under which sat the Prince, 
habited in a green gown and mounted on a low 
platform. There, in complete safety, he aiwaited 
the droves of wild boar and h.og-deer (Para), black
buck, and antelope, thronging down the open lanes, 
and jostling one another in their terror. · The sport 
was mere slaughter, firing into a mob of beasts ten 
or twenty yards off. The only chance of a miss 
was when some frightened brute, bounding high in 
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the air, required a snap-shot to bring it down before 
it dived out of Bight into the cover. Often, before 
a grand hunt, the supply of water was cut off for 
a few days and, aft.er the guns had been stationed 
in positions commanding the courses, these were 
opened to herds that rushed down to slake their 
thirst· and be butchered. 

The Am1r enjoyed all the pleasures of the field : 
his followers had aU the ·disadvantages and the 
dangers. His son o~ nephew was expected to stand 
by him, not shooting, but exclaiming " Bravo I " at 
every shot the senior made. When told to fire, a 
rnre honour, he never dared ascribe success to his 
own ~tchlock : 1 it was his father's or his uncle's 
b~llet, still in its barrel, that had killed the animal 
On the rare occasion when a tiger was started, 
the Beloch huntsman, instead of leaving it to be 
dealt with by his Prince, pressed forward with his 
trusty hound, and armed with only a sword and 
shield, or possibly a bamboo-spear, never hesitated 
to attack the beast, and, if he slew it, to accord 
to his liege the honour of the deed. Often the poor 
fellows lost their lives in these gallant, unequal en
counters; tom and gnawed,.they dragged themselves 
to die at their master's feet, expending their last 
breo.th to pmise his prowess. A paltry shawl thrown 
over their necks 'W8B their sole, at the same time 
the~ sufficient, rewq,rd. When an accident hap
pened it was sure to be followed by another :· one· 
fool makes many, and the people only loved. the 

I lfatcJalucb W8N pura117, BnaJitb zi8ea ruelJ'1 11184. 
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Prince the more for thus permitting bis subjects to 
die for him almost gratis. Yet the Amfrs were ·not 
all Cockney-sportsmen. Some of them would have 
been considered first-rate shots, even in England. 
Ali l\furd.d, of Khayrpm, on one occasion gallo.ntly 
killed with his Persian blade, single-handed and 
from horseback, a full-sized tiger. These beasts, 
rare in Centr&l and Lower Sind, were common in 
the North, where they strayed down from the jungly 
forest.e that line the banks of the Upper InduL 

The battue1 were the reverse of blessings to the 
country. The Amir would sometimes spend weeks 
at the rural palace adjoining a favourite preserve; 
and, as in the royal progresses of our early iing8, 
his retinue, which resembled a small army, quartered 
itself upon the villages around, of course never 
paying a pice for board an.d lodging. The peasant 
who ventured to complain was very likely to lose his 
ears : even had he deserted his home, the ultima 
ratio pauperum in tJ;iese !gions, the st.ep would 
have been considered high treason. So the ·wretches 
stuck to their hearths, and looked calmly at desoJa
tion gathering about them. Like a Persian soldier, 
the Beloch or Sindi ret.ainer would never heaitat.e to 
pull down a house if he wanted a stick, to kill a 
cow for a steak, or to. slaught.er with his horsewhip 
all the inmat.es of .a heneoop till he fol~nd a fat 
chicken. The " Ryots" were made to. act beaters in 
hundreds, no matter how urgently their p~ce 
might be required elsewhere. ne Hindu was forced 
from his shop," the Moslem from his plough: they 
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received no remuneration, and when their legs were 
ripped up by a boar, or their backs gored by o. 
buck, a trifling present was expected to pay for all 
damage. These " progrcsse8" also acted as active 
diffusers of debaucil.ery. After hunting, the Amir 
would amuse himself with listening to story-tellers, 
bards, musicians, and Natch-women, and the. scenes 
enacted by his dissolute followers were most pre
judicial to the simple peasantry, their spectators, 
and often their imitators. 

Seven miles to Husri, a large straggling village 
on the left bank of the Phuleli, interesting to us 
for no other reason than that we break our fast 
there : Sindis value it for its mine of Met, or wash
ing clay. We find an attempt at a Traveller's 
Bungalow, a mud-house in the usual style, two 
loose boxes for rooms, and a verandah, the whole so 
securely walled round that you feel yourself in a 
long home uncomfortably large. Most. English
men in the East· delight thus to isolate themsel vea 
from the sable and tawny members of their species, 

I prefer to be where one can be giggled at by 
the young, and scowled at by the old, as they pass 
to and froin the well ; where one can throw sugar
plums to, and watch the passions thereby called 
into being from, innocent and artless childhood ; 
where we can excite the men by sketching th~ 
and showing the caricature ; startle the greybeard 

. by disputing his dogmas; and wrangle a~t 
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theology with the angry beggars. In these coun
tries all mendicants, Moslcms as \Vell as Hindus, 
mo.y be lookecl upon in the light of "holy lilni
toures," for they invariably have a smattering of 
divinity, they belong to some religious 01·der, and 
they idle away their time in the name of Allah. 
Consequently they are professionally bigoted, and 
impatient of contrn<liction. 

Our Tm:bushcs preserve us from the dignified 
uneasiness that besets the hatted head. The people 
easily perceive by our tents, hog-skin saddles, 
English bridles, the chairs upon which we sit at 
meals, and our using such ridiculous implements. as 
forks, when Nature supplicc.l us with fingers, that 
we are strange men. Still, we do not startle them. 
They are beginning to feel easy in the presence 
of European-aping natives from Bombay; of dark 
officers, who wear white kid gloves when pro
menading, and shake hands with the ladies ; of 
Munshis in Pagris (turbans) and .Angqrk/'148, or 
white cott-0n coats, above, British pantaloons and 
patent-leathers belo~ ; and of half-castes who hope
lessly imitate the ruling race by a bellowing voice, 
short hm, and a free use of milk of roses. To these 
.hybrid oft'springs of civilization and barbarism they 
are, I repeat, so accustomed, that they look upon 
us only as some hitherto unseen variety of the 
species ; and in their curiosity they press forward 
eagerly, as you have done, sir, to :find yourself face 
to face with the first hippo., or with an ourang
outang marvellous for hideousness. As we pass 
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out of the stifling bungalow towards the Bd.uti, 
the servant.a' tent-shed, pitched by order under the 
shady jujube-trees, remark, if you please, the want 
of windows and doors in the "host.elry'"-how 
typical of the at.at.a of a country, which has been, 
if it is not now, governed by a re&dy and vigorous 
hand. 

When will you be able t,o live at home and 
dispense with lock and chain t When do you think 
we shall again enjoy that luxury in district.a which, 
like Bengal Proper and other places, you have dis
ordered with your Civil Codes and High Court.a 1 

About _the advent time of the Greek .Kalends I 
Listen, whilst I must repeat to you a very old 

truth. A military government is the only form of 
legislature precisely adapted to these c_:ountries. 

Well, sir, I know it I You hat.a a rule of 
Soldiers. You would be upon the verge of insanity 
were a Red-CQ&t to arrest you: you only grumble 
at the arbitrary bullying of a "Blue-bottle." You 
are to be managed by the Chob (stick), which you 
call a "at&ff;" a sabre would drive you mad. If a 
Field-Marshal shoot a man by mistake, you cry, 
" murder : " if a Judge hang the wrong individual, 
you call it a mistake. You are furiously prejudiced 
on this pollit, and you have a right t,o your pn
judicea : you can administer your own hoaaehold 
affairs according to any whim, called syst,em, which 
obtaina for a while over it.a fellowa. But when you 
thrust your "enlightened institutions," the growth of 
sk>wly rolling. centuries, upon the semi-bar~ 
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of the Ionian Isles, and the rugged ruffians of 
AfghamstU, then you pass the fine limit of things 
proper. Then you act like a professed philan
thropist. very benevolently, and, in my humble 
opinion, very unwisely, very mischievously. 

But of what use all this ita-ation t It has been 
said to you a hundred times over, and in vain. 
You are of a ticklish age just now, Mr. Bull, like 
a "frisky matron" on the verge of forty-five. 
You will extend the principle, amongst other wild 
fancies, of laying down a railroaci where the neigh
bourhood requii:es a footpath ; you are determined 
to carry out in politics, as in topical improvepien.t.s, 
this .system of end-without-beginning. If India 
were placed under Soldiers, what is t.o become of 
the Civil Service 1-what of the Briton's pet boast 
that, all the world over, his Law is one and the 
same! 

These puzzles I cannot solve: still I venture to 
believe that one of these days, as the num:ry phrase 
is, India will be ruled by military .government. 
The Ruesians, who hate to be called semi-Orientals, 
and- yet who owe to the mixture of the East with 
the West their highest national qualities, and 
notably their power of dealing with Easterns, have 
long ago discovered the use, I will not say the 
blessing, of soldier~rule. Confine your Civil Codes 
and your High Courts within a few miles of your 
great Capitals in India ; place soldier-collectom and 
magistrates in your Provinces. Revive the " Pan
chd.yat," or native jury of five, which dated in the 
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Peninsrtla long before the days of Alfred the Great, 
ancl regulate it by placing a military man as Presi
dent. In fact, labour t.o bring out the capabilities 
of your subject races, not to Anglicise them. And, 
above al1 things, economy without cheese-paring, and 
honesty which does not lavish public money on a 
pet caste, called "Civilian." 

Now, as you are beginning to look intensely 
surly, we will,-as ancient matrons say when they 
have succeeded in making a conversation thoroughly 
distasteful,~" change the subject." 

Some years ago, when surveying the country 
n.bout this Husri, I had an opportunity of reading a 
lecture to a gentleman abou~ your 11ge, sir: hear 
how politely he received it, without ever using the 
'vord " dogmatical," or making the slightest allusion 
to " forwnrclness." 

I was superintending the shampooing 1 of a 
fighting-cock, about as dunghill and " low-caste " 
a bircl ns ever used a spur, but a strong spiteful 
thing, n. sh·arp riser, and a c1ean hitter \vithal. 
Bhujnng, 1 the " dmgon " had ~nt many a brother 
biped to the soup-pot. Ere the operation of rubbing 

1 A• Orientala generally &ght their birdls without •pun, thq 
paj ~ attention to feeding, training, anu e::s:ercmng 
them. They are neatecl and 8COurecl with anDOWI care, doud, ia 
my poor opinion, a peat deal too much, with Jrlud.14 (•1lica and 
drup), and .made to pua houn in running, ~' and leaping. 
The llhampooillg i8 intended. to harden their frama ; it i8 done 
~ nert day, m.oming and. evening. A fair ooune of training 
lut1I flom three weeb to a month", and the bird8 are general17 
bloaght out in excellent condition. 
. • Oam~ like chnrpn, are alwaya called bf 10D1e bis Uld 

terrible 11&111e. . 
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him down ended, in walked an old Moslem gentle
man, who hod called in a friendly, unceremonious 
way to look at and chat with the stranger. 

Cocking, you must know, was not then the 
" low" diYersion you have been pleased to make it, 
and, for the life of me, I never could understand 
why you hate the goQd old classical sport and yet 
cleave to Hurlingham pigeon-shooting. 

There was a humorous twinkle in my visitor's 
sly eye as it fell upon the ungainly form of 
Bhujang, and the look gained intensity "·hen, 
turning towards me, he salam'd and courteously 
ejaculated, "Md.shdllah-that is a bird t-· the 
Haydantbd.d 1 breed, sahib, or the Afghan 1" 

I shufBed off the necessity of romancing about 
my dunghill's origin, and merely :replied that, struck 
by its many beauties, I had bought it of some 
unknown person ; I did not add for eightpence. 

" What Allah pleases 1-it is a miraculous 
animal l You must have paid hie weigllt in silver l 
Two hundred rupees or three hundred 1 " 1 

Many people are .111t to show impatience or 
irrit.a.b~ty when being ".lllade fools of," whereby, 
methinks, they lose much fun, and show more folly 
tho.n they imagine. My answer to the old gentle-

1 The pme-oocb of Haydard.Wd, in the Dekban, are celebrat.ed 
throughout India m their ucellenoe and rarity. So dllllault ia 
it to pmchue bildl of pareat blood, that I ·have he&rd of a rich 
:Motlem 'rilitiDa the :Niam'• eapit.al for the purpo119 of buJing 
egp, and 1uoce~ in buJing them boiled. 

•The unal price of a lnt-rate cock ia, or wu, 8l. to fl. 
M1 friend ftl induJ&lna hil facetioumeu w"hen he named 20l 
or 30l. . 
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man's remark was calculated to penuade that moet · 
impertinently polit;e. personage that the Brank, with 
all his Persian and Arabic, wu a .. jolly green." 
Thereupon, with the utmost· 1111&vity, he pro
ceeded to inform me that he also was a fighter of 
cocks, and that he had some biida, of oomae im
measurably inferior to that splendid aninial tl&ere, 
which perhaps .might satisfy even my futidioua 
taste. He concluded with offering to fight one 
under the certainty of losing it-the 11811&1. wager 
is the body of the birtJ killed or wounded-but any
thing for a little sport. Again he gauged me with 
his cunning glance, salam'd, and t.ook his leave. 

In the evening, before prayers,. Ahmed Khan, 
alowly sauntaed in, accompanied by his friend& 
and domestics ; a privileged servant carrying in 
his arms a magnificent bird, tall, thi~ gaunt, and 
active, with the clear, full, fierce eye, the ~hm
i-MUJ.".~d, the ."eye of pearl," aa the Persians 
call it ; short, thin, taper head ; long neck, atA>ut 
crooked back ; round; compact body; bony, strong, 
and well-hung wings ; muscular thighs, skaLks 
yellow aa purest gold, and huge splay clawa-in 
fact, a love of a cock. 

. I thought of Bhujang for a moment despair-
ingly. . 

Af~r a short and ceremonious dialogue, in which 
the old gentleman " trott;ed " me out very much to 
his own satisfaction, and to the amuement of the 
compnny, ~ were settled, and Bhujang waa 
brought in struggling upon llla beazer'a boaom, 
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kicking his st.omach, stretcliing his neck, and 
crowing with an air as if, he were the &M-peur 
of all the cocks. " There~& the animal for you I " 
I exclaimed, as he entered. It was a treat to aee 
the goguenartl. gla.nces around. 

Countenances, however; presently changed, when, 
sending for a dozen Indian. -eo~kspUIB, 1 like little 
scimitars, I lashed a pair to my bird's toes, and 
then politely proceeded to perform the some opera
tions to that ofmyfriend. Ahmed Khan looked on 
curiously. He was too much of a sportsman, that 
is to sny, n. gentleman, to hang back ; llltqough he 
began to suspect that all was not so right as he could 
have wished it to be. His thoroughbred's natural 
weapon was soand, thin,. and sharp as a needle, low 
down upon the shank, at least an inch and a quarter 
long, and bent at the correctest angle ; mine had 
short, ragged, and blunt bita of hom, the most 
inoffensive weapon imaginable. But. the steel 
levelled all distinctions. 

We took up the champions, st.ood a few yards 
apart, the usual distance, placed them on the ground, 
and when ·th., :• IQ.isaez allef." was given; let go. 

For aome :re&89D, by· me unexplainable, the 
game cock, espeeially in this·country, when fighting 
with a dunghill, seldom begins the battle with the 

I TU ladia ~. cli6n -tially from oan. It ... 
~bit of ldeel ...,mg from two to tbzee ancl. JtaU mu. m 
-... ·with a bhld·w ~..-.au blade, uad • :baadle, .. it 
...., b.r whioh -it ii Wed tq the 'blld'• miclclle toe ua4 UanJr. 
..,~kip-- --- of .... toot., made ia •qq...., 
ofllile.uadaacJetonittb.e .... 
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spirit nncl activity of its plebeian antagonist. Pos
sibly the noble animnl's blood boiling in its veins at 
the degmcling necessity of entering the lists ago.inst 
" that snob," for o. moment confuses it. However 
that mny be, one thing is sure, namely, that it 
generally receives tbc first few blows. 

On this occasion Blmjang the vulgarian, who 
appearccl not only to be tlcstitutc of respect for 
ancient lineage nnd gentle blood, nny, more, like an 
English cud, to be ineffably delighted at the pros
pect of sounclly " thrashing" a gentleman, began to 
spring ancl. kick with such happy violence and 
uplom.b, that before the minute .elapsed one of the 
long steels wo.s dyed with the enemy's heart's-blood. 

Politeness forbade, otherwise I coulcl have 
laughell aloud at the expression assumed l1y the 
faces that witnessed this especial "sell." Ahmed 
Khan, at the imminent peril of a 'vound from the 
triumphant dunghill, which excitcll cowardice now 
made vicious as a fiend, raised his cock from the 
groun .. , looked piteously for an ;nstant at its 
glazing eye and drooping head, bowed, and handed 
it over to me with a sigh. 

Then, like the po.rasite of Peftaftor after dinner, 
I thus acldressed him : 

" Ahmed Khan, great is the power of Allah I 
Did not a gnat annihilate Nam.rUd,1 the giant king 1 

1 Nimrod, repnaented to be a cruel tpla$, who, attemptins to 
martp Hunt lbnhfm. (Abraham), wu llain b7 a moeqaito, lellt 
to at into hia brain, probably for the espeoial pUl'pCll8 of pointing 
many a aomni&c Oriental moral. · 
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Could Rustnm, the son of zal, struul ngninst a pistol 
bullet 1 or 'Anta.r ago.inst an ounce of aquafortis 1 
Have you not hea.rcl of the Hikmat, 1 of the Fmnk, 
that be is o. perfect Aflatun (Plato) in wisdom and 
contrivnnce 1 .A..lother time, old sir, don't conclude 
that, because our skins are white, we are the sons of 
asses ; nncl if you will take my advice, don't pit 
your valuable cocks against the obscure produce of 
a pensnnt's poultry yard." 

"'Vallnh I" repliccl my visitor, ali the cunning 
twinkle out of his eye, " I will follow your counsel I 
your words are sharp : they are the words of 
wisdom. But," here obstinacy and convention~isni 
obscured Ahmed Khan's brighter qualities, "your 
bird is a wonderful bird. Md.shd.lld.h I may he win 
many a fight, even as he has done this one I " 

At last Numi, near Suddemn's Column. 
A great grievance to the weary wayfarer, in this 

part of Sind, is the ever-increasing length of the 
standard measure. Accustomed to consider a mile 
a mile, one does, especially when tired or hungry, 
feel that the term " German mile " is a kind of 
insult to one's understanding. So with the Sindian 
kos. In India it is, when palck4, about two miles 
long: here the measure varies greatly ; short in the 
north, in the south and south-east it becomes about 
double the common distance. Moreover, this people 
appears to possess either a strangely inaccurate eye 
for determining distance, or an unexact tongue for 

1 Philoeophy, ICience, political canning, kinf-cnlt, eto., a 
favourite word for head-work in Hoalem Alia. 
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declaring it. If you ask a wayfarer how far the 
next village is, he probably replies, utl&e, " there,'' 
i.e., close by,. which means,· scarcely within rifte
rea.ch; or it is Sadda-pdndh, a. shout's length, by 
which you must understand that you have nothing 
leas than four good miles before you. 

We pass the night on a plain close to the spot 
where the Phultlli tans into the Guni River, or 
rather where it.a lower course, after the Gajah fork, 
takes the name of Guni. This, to judge from the 
Jarge area eovered with broken: bricks, and with the 
ruined foundations of large buildings, was once the 
site of a flourishing city, doomed, like many of it.a 
fellows, to display " the havoc of the East." As 
usual in Bind, a few domed tombs, converted into 
pigeon-houses, are the only IUelancholy survivors 
of former magnificence; a modem mud-mosque, 
humbly built to accommodate the sparse population 
of the neighbo)ll'ing villages, contrasts strongly with 
the thought of the things that were. This line of 
country was the route of the celebrated Ma.dad 
Khan, a ruthless and successful soldier, who boasted 
that where he found a rose-garden he left salt 
earth. About the close of the 1- century, the last 
invader of Bind wu81despatched by Shah Taymdr, 
the Afghan monarch, with an overwhelming force, 
to restOl8 MiyUi Abd el Nabi, the Kalh6ra tymnt, 
to a tluone from which. he had been driven by his 
military vasals, the Talpur Beloch. The general'i 
conduct during the expedition was shamefully cruel, 
and therefore dective in the highest degree. · 
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The locale is not without its interest. Sudde
ran's column, which does not remind you of Trajan's, 
Pompey's, or Nelson's, is the. resort of Hindu 
pilgrims, who flock here every year in the dark half 
of the month W aisdrkh (April-May). The devotees, 
after shaving their heads, first perform Pra,d,a'kh,
shina, or circumambul.ation; with the right side· 
always presented, in hon<?'ll', to the object circum
ambulated, thrice :round the column ; after which 
each casts seven clods or brickbats 1 at. the neigh
bouring tomb, accompanying the action with remarks 
the :reverse of complimentary to ita tenant. 

When darkness falls upon us, and :we return to 
take our ease in our closed tent, enjoying ourselves 
over our homely fireside, a hole dug in the ground 
and filled with burning braise, I will recount the 
tale to the music of the villa~ doge' monotonous 
bayinge, the bubblings of our water-pipes, and the 
spiteful lamentations "which the jackals vent upon 
the subject of our pertinacious vitality. 

Before the time of the Ras61 {Apostle), a Hindu· 
date, popular on accoup.t of th~ latitude it affords, 
this plain was covered by a noble city which ~x
tended its limits over the distant fork of limestone
hills. And Rajah" Rd.Jn, t;Jie ru1er of that city, waa 
a prince renowned (as many Eastern monarchs are 
in story-books) for valour, j~tice, and generosity; 
moreover, he had a :fine large family~ for which it 
appears he had ~ thank· the practice of polygamy. 

1 Pouibl1 a rih deriyed from the MOlllema ; W. ia the :Qumber 
of ltcmu thrown at the SbaJt'n in the V&llqof Jr11111£, D8&l' Keccah. 
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It so happened, that when Sudderan, the eldest 
of Rajah Rd.m's cohort. of sons, anived at the age of 
puberty, his mother, the favourite wife, died; and 
the aftlicted widower, his fo.ther, speedily filled up 
the void which her demise had created in his heart 
j,nd home, by taking to his bosom another of the 
fairest damsels in his dominions. 
· All the world over stepmothers are, it is said, 
ever in extremes, either running into over-regard 
for their step-sons, or, what is far more common, 
busying themselves in embittering the hours of their 
busbands' · children during his life,· and in appro
priating their goocls and chattels after his death. 
The young R4ni conceived. a passionate affection 
for tbc Prince, whose noble qualities, moral and 
physical, were, the original rela.tor affirms, not I, 
Mr. Bull, such 88 almost to excuse the 6cart. 

One day, as Sudderan was practising archery in 
tbe palncc garden, he missed his mark, and shot 
an ar1'0\V into his stepdo.me's drawing-room. The 
young mun thoughtlessly ran upstairs to recover the 
missile, when, 01iento.l ladies are tmii:e in their 
declmutions, to his horror and astonishment, the 
quec1i began to be very bolcl and forward. This 
Hinclu J !>BCPh, briefly remm·king that he considered 
her in the light of a mother, left the room u speedily 
us he wns allowed to do. 

Rnjnh Rdm was out hunting during the acting 
.. of this dreo.dful scene. No sooner did he :retum 
than, as you or any other mnu cou]d guess, his wife,. 
. determining ~at her hate, if not her love-the 
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sentiment.a are sisters - should be gratified, de
nounced Sudderan, upon the false charge usual on 
such occasions, and insisted that his wickedness 
deserved the severest chastisement. 

Like red-hot steel, as also might be expected, 
burned the uxorious old Rajah's wrath, which 
nothing but blood could extinguish. Hastily calling 
together a fl>.W trusty followers, he left his wife's 
apartment, detiermined, ·with utter disregard to the 
best and moat hackneyed bit of advice that ever 
issued from old Justice's prosy lips, audi alteram 
partem, upon the instant destruction of his son. 

Meanwhile Sudderan, who was still amusing 
himself in the garden, saw his father and the slu.vU& 
hurrying towards him with armed hands, and with 
countenances upon which malice prepense was 
legibly written. 'Vhen it was too late, he attempted 
to fly. Rage winged the old Rajah's steps; already, 
sword in hand, he was close to his victim, when the 
good Sudderan, to save his sire from the sin of 
filici<le, pmycd for immediate death. · 

He disappeared, and a pillar of earth rose 
from +,he spot, so near Rajah Rdm that he ran 
ngninst it; whilst o. Beth-Kol, a loud and terrible 
voic•~, not the produce of human lungs, declared that 
HcaYcn hnll liiitened to the prayer of the innocent. 

The olll king's mind was enlightened by the 
miracle. He returned home with o.. listless air ; 
gnye careless directions for the decapitation of his 
would-be Pnrisina ; died shortly aftcrwa.rdR of 
wnnt of appetite and tho.t general derangement of 
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the digestive organs popularly called a " broken 
heart," and was buriet.: in yonder tomb, to be pelted 
and abused by many a gep.eration of pilgrims. 

The Thtil, or l)illo.r, uilconnected with the .. 
romance, is a puzzle. It is a truncated cone of the 
mud used in Siiidi b\lildings, about Bixmen feet 
high, and seventy-one in tircumference round the 
base. It stands upon a. mound of the some material, 
and the whole covers ·a natural platform of lime
st,One-rock. 

Easily climbing to· the top by one of the wide 
cleft.a which rain has dug in the Bide of the tumulus, 
I found .a aha.ft stmk to . the foundation. Below 
the base ·was n. tunnel, into which I penetrated, 
despite the· fiend~ and dr8gons, the cobras and 
scorpions, with which my native friends peopled 
it : it was about seven or eight feet in length, 
and it led nowhere. 'l;hcse diggings, I afterwards 
heard, were the work of Ghubfm Ali Ta.lp:ur, one of 
tbe late Princes, who, suspecting, aa an Oriental 
alwnys does, that trea8ure was t.o be found in, 
under, or somewhere about the mysterious er ·,1-

tion, took the most energetic nnd useless steps t.o 
discover it. 

Sudderan's pillar cannot be ancient, unless, at 
least, it i8 ·indebted for preservation t.o the active 
hands of the devotee ; the very dew would melt it 
away in the course of a century. Similar iemaina 
are not uncommon in ~is part of Bind; they am the . 
Bound Towers of the land, but not. belfries ; all of 
them am pegs for tradition, and poaiibly, at BOGle 
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future time, will be matmial fer !U'Clueological 
discussion. On the G4njah hills, about three miles 
from Sudderan's Thlil, there is another tower, 
similar in all things to this,. except that it is now 
in a ruinous at.ate. The people have Bamed it Kut
teluflo, nftcr a dog \vhose superior sagacity discovered 
the spot in "·hich thieves had buried his owner's 
property. Like Suddemn's fate, tile poor animal's 
J'UD8 in tlie established groove ; it lost it.a life by 
the maat.er'a hasty choler, and, in due time, that 
is to say when too late, the mast.er discovered his 
mistake, repent.eel his conduct, and erected this 
monument to the memory of hia Kutto. When 
atA-imiJlg down the lndus I shall tell you another 
tale of a Sindi "Gelert." 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

A RIDE TO Mm IBRAHIM KHAN TALPUR's VILLA.GB. 

CBRISTllAS DAY I ... 

Without intending to string together a aeries of 
sentences which aim at the sentimental and which 
hit the mawkish, I must draw your attention, sir, t,o 

what, perhaps, you are feeling, without being willing 
to clothe the sensation in words, namely, that of all 
the melancholy, suicidal times, none so bad as a 
birthday, an old festival, or any other time con
necfied with the memory of the past, coming round 
upon the sojourner amid the sadness of a strange land. 

To-day, for instance. It is eleven o'clock. Part 
of you is riding in semi-heathen garb, spear in hand, 
over a scorched plain, or down a sandy canal, chilled 
by the sharp cold of morning, burned by the noon
ing sun, and with breakfast in poB86 not in 6186. 

You jog along, cupo conoentrato, aa the Italian bath 
it. Suddenly you draw :rein ; your eyes :fb:ed ; 
your mind is in your ears. That joyous carolling. 
of distant church-bells, whence can it come ! 
. 'Vhence I whence ! you puzzle over the questi9n. 
How wonderfully true it is I now full and sonorous, 
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as if the breeze brought every pulsation of sound 
directly to your senses: then soft and mellowed by 
distmce, till BC&'U"Cely hcnn.l in the hum of the day. 
Yoa can scarcely persuade yourself that, like the 
light-cbo.os which appears in the clork, a false crea
tion, proceeding from the hoot-oppressed bmin, 
.leludes you ; that it is the twnnging of some over
excited nerve-fibre or filament, a mere revival of an 
obsolete and long-forgotten im11ression. 

Again ; the sun sets : darkness drops upon you 
like a shroud, instead of delicately encircling you 
with the several shacles and graduations of twilight. 
You return from your absent and disconsolate ·even
ing's stroll to your lonely, ill-lit tent; you prepare 
for your dinner, a boiled barn-door, with a. bifteclc 
of goat. What visions arc causing your blook valet 
to wonder at your moodiness, while you discuss the 
unpalatable morsel ! 

Finally you retire : you turn your face towards 
the tent wall and-weep! No I or sleep! No I 
The frown of night and the silence of solitude 
deepen the gloom about your heart. For hours you 
lie awake, rolling restlessly from side to side, as 
if each new thought left a sting in you. You think. 
Your eyes have another sight ; your ears a hearing 
which scarcely belongs to them ; even your material 
nO&e becomes spiritually affected. . In a moment 
you are severed from yourself, miraculously, I should 
almost· say, by ·such lands and such seas r You 
annihilate time o.s you do space : you are Jack, 
Johnny, Mnster John, and llister John Bull, all 
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in the twinkling of o.n eye. The scenes or by-gone 
days are rehearsed with a vividness which efi&rtles 
you. Again you hear the dear fammar voicet of 
family and friends ringing up0n the tympanum of 
your soul ; again there are smiles o.nd frowns for 
you, anc1 words of greeting and words of rebuke. 
The very rout-beef and plum-pudding of former 
days appear t,o you with all their accidents. 

Then you at.art up with an impatient yearning, 
a longing to be where you cannot be. Where you 
cannot be, you repent, and yet you feel that had 
you wings they would be too slow for you. The 
truth weighs you down ; you sink back, mournfully 
acknowledging that you are and must be where 
you are. At last you fall asieep ; you are in Dream
land : your mind leaves your body, that is, your 
brain loaes ita balance, i.nd for a moment or two 
you enjoy your desire. 

We hav!' all heard and read of p~tmal 
appearances of persons to penoDB, of shadowy forms 
·meeting, it ia. believed, the eye of sense. Are these 
apectree mere delusions T Or, is there some yet 
una.plained law in the world of nerve which pennita 
Will UDder certain conditions t,o perform a feat 
•vouring. of the aupematural ; that ia, the natural 
miaundemood, or not undentood at all. :May we 
not reuonably believe that when the whole force of 
ID&ll'• thought baa 'tieen concentratAd upon aome 
object, however distant, his cerebral action ma7 
amune the subjective guise of a cc real presence " t 

· I must presume that something of the kind .can 
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and does take place ; without ·such explanation we 
travellers cannot unde?!Stand how belief in the 
phenomenon baa become so natural to all natioDB, 
instinctive to the univereal world. 

Enough of met.a.physics. At all times they are 
a labyrinth of words ; an intrioate way leading 
roundaboutie to nowhere ; a Chinese puzzle, admi -
rably ealeulated. unprofitably to perplex one. The 
_moralist must be slipped at you, sir. Anent these 
repininge, he will assure you solemnly that you 
are bound to consider what is happy, not what 
is unhappy, in your lot ; for iilstanoe, that on 
this Christmas Day you are not reduced to dining 
on white. a.nts, and to quenching your thirst by mas
ticating a musket bullet ; that you are not "floored " 
by a. fever, or that somo tiger-like Beloch is not 
aa'fling away at your windpipe with his long knife ; 
and severely sententious docs he become when you 
iromcally laugh out something about gratitude and 
small mercies. The religionist, with reverend coun
tenance, after entering into the general history of 
Christmas Day, will admonish you~ 

What! a snore I 
It is time to be stirring, sir. Mount yom· 

horse ; tum its head in a south-east direction to
wards the Guni River ; and use your 11pura, or we 
aball be well-nigh famished ere we .:reach the village 
of Mir Ibn.hfm Khan Talpur. . 

In th&t preaerve, the Hamn Bhik4rgah, as it is 
called, occ~ f4 me one of thoso small adventures, 
generally comical to all but th" actual actor, nud 
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comical even t.o him after that it has become an 
occurrence. A friend and brother-officer in the 
Sind Canal Survey, Lieut. Blagro.ve, and I, attended 
by a host of "beaters," with loud lungs, long poles, 
and all the o.ppurtenancee of that Eastern species 
of the pointer-cum-retriever, had been passing a 
happy day in firing round after round at the wild 
fowl that t.enant the ponds and pools. Never 
before did I witness such a monster-meeting of 
feathery bipeds ; they darkened the surface of the 
waten, and when they arose the noise of their wings 
was, without exag~tion, like ihe growling of a 
distant thunder-cloud. Col Hawker himself could 
not have desired-better sport;· only he would pro
bably have remembered o. duck gun _(No. 8 \Jore, 
carrying 2 oz. A.A., fatnl at fifty yo.rde), and he 
would have knocked up for himself some kind of 
punt, both which deside,·ata we neglected. 

Towards the conclusion of the day, as we were 
prcpnring to bent a retreat, we came in sight of a 
little Jhfi (lake), upon which thousands of the prey 
were cackling, feeding,. swimming, fluttering, and 
otherwise disporting themselves. It wna agreed, 
nem. con., that, ne nn nfterpiece to the tragical 
work, we should settle as many of them as six or 
eight barrels could. 

" Creep over to the other side of the Jhfi," 
whispered my friend, "blaze int.o 'em sitting, and 
send 'em over this way-111 drive them back to 
yqu." 

" Very \\"'ell, old fellow ; -kee1- the beaters here.'' 
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My solitary path lay across a kind of ditch that 
connected two ponds. Thinking to wade it easily, 
I never thought of leaping it, and in a surprisingly 
short time I found myself head over ears in mud 
and water intimately mixed, the latter ingredient, 
however, preponderating. 

Sir, with large jack-boots and wide Turkish 
trowsers, with oil-cloth hare-pockets, and a double
barrelled gun in hand, it is, I may observe, by no 
means an easy matter to swim. Geuemlly, the 
harder you strike out, and the more vigorously you 
would spring upward, the deeper and the morc·mpidly 
you descend: Unwilling to lose my " W estlcy
Richards," I still kept firm hold of it, hoping with 
the disengaged fingers to scramble upon the side.. 
It was catching at a straw; the soft slimy bank, 
instead of affording any purchase to my clawings, 
yielded as if it had been butter in the dog-days. 
Things were beginning to look serious ; it was 
impossible to shout, as my mouth woulll not 
keep above water ; down fell the g~n totnlly for
gotten, .and a gulp or two of thick beverage was an 
earnest, as it were, that Kismet, after conveying me 
. safely half round the globe, had set her heart upon 
drowning me in a ditch. With one Inst fmntic effort 
l dug my nails deep into the greasy bank, ancl hung 
on grimly as did Qwtsimodo's victim to the roof's 
edge ; when suddenly, with a crash and a splash, I 
went deep under the water once more. My friend 
had caught sight of my predicament and, eager to 
save me~ he had rushed up to the rescue. In the 
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ardour of his anxiety, somewhat overrating his sal
tatory powers, he had ·charged the brook, fallen 
short in his spring, and had ~en the only means 
of saying himself a " ducking " similar to mine, by 
alighting upon my shoulders and by vigoroumy 
ecrainbling up the hack of my head. 

However we were not drowned, Mr. Bull : I 
take notice of your looks. Here the adventure 
ended. Th(; beaters rushed up shrieking with 
t.error ; they expected to be hanged, at least, if 
either of us. had lost our lives. I was pulled out by 
the collar, a ml\88 of mud and water-bags; tlie gun 
was recovered by diving ; and half-an-hour after
wards two individuals in shirts and terminations, 
regular Anglo-Indian wilde Jager and spectre hunts
men, were gru.ed at, shuddered at, and exorcised, by 
the startled peasantry as they dashed at ftill gallop 
thioagh the twilight in fearful a.nticipa~on of a bad 
cold. 

"\Ve are nov h1 the provinces inhabited by the 
J ats. Your eye has scarcely grown critical enough 
in this short time to diecem the tweedle-dnm-ancl
tweedle-dee-like difference between their personal 
appearance and that of their kinsman, the Sindis ; 
nor can I . expect you yet to distingu_ish a J at 
Wandh (village) from o. Sinll Goth (village). You 
are certain to take some interest in a rooe which 
appel\l'S to be the progenitor of the old witch in a 
red cloak, whose bnnd, in return for the cunning . 
no~nse to which her tongue gave birth, you once 
c'roasecl with silver ; and of the wiry young· light-
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weight, whose gnmc and sharp hitting you have, in 
happier days, more than once condescended to 
admire. 

Our authom 1 are probably right when they 
suppose the J at to be the aboriginal Hindu of Sind 
convert~tl to El-Islam. Native historians and· their 
own traditions, however, concur in assigning to 
them a strange origin; their language, to this day 
a congener of th:it spoken throughout the Indine 
provinces of the Panjd.b, gives support and value 
to the othe1"\vise cloubtful testimony. But they do 
not speak one tongue, even in Sind : the tribes 
about Umarkot, for instance, are not intelligible to 
their brethren in Ld.r. It is probable that, com
pelled to emigrate from their own lands by one of 
the two main causes that bring about such move
ments in the East, war or famine, some of the Jat 
tribes of Sind travelled southward from the Panj4b 
about the beginning of the eighteenth century of 
our era. Popularly they are supposed to have 
appeared in Europe early in the fift.eenth century, 
wli 1\. the Am.fr Taymtir and his Tartars had caused 

1 See Captain Postana' "fenonal o: -~rntiom on Sincl," 
Chapter m. I have 8'nacly referred to th6 Jat, a word to be 
.pzoaounced Dyatu, in my "Sindh and the Racea," etc. (Allen, 
London, 181Sl). Since the publication of the Grammar of the 
J'tald or Jat tongue, begun in 18", and printed in the Journal of 
the Royal Asiatic Soeiety, Bombay (JanU&17, 18'9), the identilC1r
tion hu excited 10me attention. The learucl Prof..ar Pott, 
author of the "Zigeuner in Europe und ·Aaien,'' 2 Tola., vet. 
Balle, !Ml-40, had. partially adopted the identi8cation ; and the 
Italian linguist, Profeuor Alooli, of Jrfilan, iDolinea towardm this 
c1ialeat of Hindi, whilat M. Paul Bataillard. baa done battle with 
me upon the priority of di1COT81'1· 
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n. stnmpc<lo in Hind nm.{· Sind ; but the1"0 ni-c rensonR 
for believing that either the Jntii or congc11cr-raccR 
we~ scttlc<l iu tho 'V cast mnuy ccntu1·ies before tba.t 
c.lo.te, nn<l thnt, pos.!iihly, t}m. true GipJy is 011ly the 
fatest wave of en1igmtion. 

Unc.ler the qunsi-ecclcsin.~ticnl Knllu)111. <lynnsty, 
when Sinclis composcll the m·istocrncy ns well ns the 
eommonnlty of tbo country, the Jatf-1, in conscc1ul~ncc 
of their superior strength, thch· courage, nml their 
clannish coalcsccncc, rose to c.listinction. 1'hn chiefs 
of tribes becnme nobles, officinls, nntl ministers nt 
court : they proviclecl for their families by obtaining 
g1:nnts o~ lnnc.l, fc~fH subject to certain military 
~1·viccs ; nncl for thl'ir follo,vc1'8 by settling tbcm n.s 
tennut101 on their broncl lnncls. · But the p1-ospcrity of 
tl1c race clid not lo.st long. They fell from their 
high estate when the Beloch, better men then they, 
entered tbo count1y, nnd bcgnn to appropriat.e its 
profits : by c.lcgrecs, slow yet sure, they lost all 
claims to mnk, ""cnlth, nnd office. They are now 
fouml scnttc1-ccl throughout Sind, generally pre· 
ferring the south-enstcrn provinces, where they earn 
n. scnnty sul.>Sistcncc by ngricultutc; or they room 
over the barren pin.ins feeding their flocks upon the 
rare OOB<'B; or they occupy themselves in breeding, 
training, tending, an(l 11hysicking the camel With 
the Io.ttcr croft their nnme hns become identified, o. 
Jat nml n &1·wtw (camcl-mnn} sounding synonymous 
iia Sindi <'nl'B. 

'l,hc Jnts, i~ n11pcarnncc, nrc o. swarthy and un· · 
~0111cly 1i\ce, clirty in tlio extreme; long, gaunt, 
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bony, ancl rarely, if ever, in good condition. Their 
bcn.nls arc thin, o.nd there is a curious Gipsy-like 
expression in their eyes. They dl'C88 like Sintlis, 
prefcning bluo to white clothes ; but they arc taller, 
larger, nml in appcnmuce mo1'0 un-IDllian. Some 
few, but very few, of thdr women n.rc, in cn.rly 
youth, rcmm·knble f O'.r Roft anu rcgulll.r features ; 
this charm, l1owever, soou yields t.o the complicated 
uglincSE b1"0Ught on by exposure t.o the sun, by scanty 
lh·ing, o.ncl hy the labour of bn.&:,cragc-co.ttl~. In Sintl 
the J at.a of both sexes n.re possessed of the virtues 
especially belonging to the op1>resscll and inoffensive 
Eostem cultivator; they m'C necessarily frugal and 
laborious, pea.ceful, ancl rcmarkn.blb for morruity in 
the limit.eel sense of n.version to intrigue with mem
bers of a strange Kaum..1 I sny, in Sind; this is by 
no means tho reput.a.tion of the mce in the other 
parts of Central Asia, wberc they have extended, or 
whence possibly they fust came. The term "J at " is 
no\v popula1·ly o.ppliecl to o. low and servile crcatu1'C, 
or t.o o.n impudent villniIJ. ; ancl clespite the Tohfat cl 
Kimm, 2 n Beloch would consider himself mortally 
affronted were you to confound his· ol\:,ain with tbo 
caste which his ancestors deposed, and which he 
tlcspises for having allowed itself to be deposed. 
"The Bmbuis, Afghans, and Persians, all have n. bad 
word to say of them. 

• In the la.npago of the Jat, a clan. 
=i 'l'ho author ~ thia well-known PeniaD BiatorJ of Sind 

nuerta that the Jata and the Beloch are both •pru.DI from the 
aame anoeator. 
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Fourteen Ol" fifteen miles from Buddcran's 
column to lbn1him Khan's 1'illage. At thie time of 
the year snnd-st.orma ~gin nbout ten o'clock a.m. 
One's only chance of escaping thmn is to rise early 
in spite of the dry, searching, uncomfortable cold, 
nDll to reach the halting-place before tlic~ hour. 

The country hereabouts, you see, is imgnted by 
a numl,cr of water-courses, large nnd .amnll, derived 
from the big branches filled -with wu.tcr by tho main 
trunk during the inundation. What n:f:l"ects one with 
surprise is ~e great and useless number of these 
works. In some pJaces, three deep trenches, perhaps 
twenty feet broad, nm pamllel with and cloeo by 
one another, for miles and miles through the land. 
You will not. however, be aatoDished by, when you 
hear the obvious reasons for, the pec'liliarity. :Eo.ch 
canal was dug by and belonged tio aome native 
chief, whose estate lay upon the bank ; and an 
attempt to borrow wn.w without leave would 'have 
excited a atdrm of wrath. So, where we are now 
riding, for instance, the northern ebannel is the 
property of a Chandiyo Beloch, the southern of a 
Changiyo, whilst the central bed conveyed nourish
ment to privute and to Government lands lying 
beyond ~ of the other two. 

You may also remark that the heads. of these 
canals were usually so placed tbnt the drift of sand 
carried down the mnin stream choked them up as 
quickly as possible. The rise and fall of ground 
were calculat;ed by the pnctised eye, spirit-levels 
being thinp unknown : consequently the line 9f 
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direction was, in one case out of ten, chosen for the 
best. The banks, instead~ of being disposed at a 
convenient angle, were made either perpendicular or 
projecting, so as to be readily undermined by the 
current, and to occaaion as much work and loes of 
time to the exca.vat;ors os even the lattier, gainers by 
the loes, could desire. Tbe prodigious tortuousness 
of the bed may appear to you the result of calcu
lation, an attemp~ to make natural locks : this is 
partly so, but also the abrupt and expensive wind
ings were, in many cases, intiended to get over the 
difiiculty of some trifling rise.· 

This is the dead sea.son in Bind. The fields, 
sman and· rare am.o~t the l~t llUIS8e8 of 
Nature's plantations, in form of JM>, K.Uel, and 
Jhill,1 a.re covered over with a stratum of white, 
shiny clay, with isolated stubbles projecting from 
it, like the stmy hairs on o. certain unperuked scalp. 
The wat;er which remains in the river-beds below 
the banks is even more offensive than that" of Father 
Thames ; the trees a.re withered and scraggy ; the 
straggling Tillages are surro~ed by heaps of 
dried-up· .thom and brushwood. Nothing but the 
sunshine aeema to 11ourish : nothing abounds but 
dust o.nd glare. 

The lsbomers, or rather the lucky pa.rt of the 
labouring population, are at work, if that English 
am be a1lowed, on the canala. In win• they 
will .do anything to save tb.emaelvee from aemi-

1 v.-... ....a.:&ke lhralll, ,,... ... hatmpnW b.r laud Liiia......., ........ um.tellWJ>le .. finn1letjop .. Wan. 
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sturvntion ; yet observe their charnctcri1:1tic apnthy. 
The hc:ul-mun, who receives from Government £2 
}Jer hnncl, in considcrntion of his gang of 150 head, 
lies dozing-chunk under a sheet stretched between 
two giunt lmsh<'S. Alth011gh the work is clone by 
contrnct, nncl for cvC'ry ntpee a cubit in depth by 
one in hr<'"1dth und eighteen in Jength must be 
c.xcnv:1frtl, nt least bnlf the diggr1'8 ure squnt+:ng 
to11li<lly on thl'ir hnms, looking nt the <.liffcrent .i: ... ts, 
which at this etngc of their lnhours nrc clug in the 
clnycy dcpoHit of the inundntion. The few who are 
not sittinµ 01· f'.lbmcling Jnzily scmpc up the cako 
with (hrnrf hOC's, nnd, t't jJlulfint1•s rep1"ises, trnnsfer 
it to thl'° Rhullow hiiflkctR of 'yickcr-work, little bigger 
th:m Ronp-plnh.'R, with which thl·y loud thd1· bends. 
'flu•u,. gl'Ontiing uml<•r tlw wcaight of fiYe pounds, 
tlwy f-llowly toil up the sh•p!'I l'Ut out in the cunul
sillc, mul throw clown their hm'Cfons to save ti·ouhle, 
upon itH ('tlg<', thl·r<'hy 1mmmlly mlding a few cuhil' 
fl'l't to t 111' Etpoil-l 1unks that C'llcumht.•r it. Such toil 
r1•11uiriu~ r .. fl<·ction, th<'y f'it (lown for n minute or 
two nmll·I' tbe mimosas which sp1i11g wberc niul
hl'l'l'il·P.I onght to ~rt·ow, gmdu~ lit;tll·~ly u11011 the 
~t.'l'llt' mul tlw sodcty of tbl'i1· toils ; then, iising 
ug:1i11, with th•~ 11:-111111 lmlf-grunt, lmlf-gronn, thl'Y 
<·mwl tlown th1..• ~kp:-1, slowly nncl unwillingly nK 
1o1t.·lmolhoy~ wcmling tlu·ir WHY to thl' "Bcminury." 
~ \notlwr f;l\·onritt- oecnpntiou is to etnml l•y tho 
·J•:U1', or hNu·Ji-m;1rkR lt.•ft in the c1mnl-hcll fol' con
Y('llil'nc(' of llll'n"ul'ing. tht.• wm·k, mlll to whittle the 

_sho1t }ltll"lt}M:'b\ of silt into n1uthcmuticnlly ucCUl·uto 
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right-angles. Every 1iaif hour all smoke, and at 
n cert~in time each man applies himself to the 
" Bhang," of which he hos been dreaming all the 
morning. This is the way during the cold season. 
As the year advances, the navvies will refuse to 
work between the hours of 11 o..m. and 3 p.m., 
because labouring in the heat of the sun does not 
suit the fi:ngility of their constitutions ; and when 
the inuntln.tion o.pproo.ches ull W.lJl run away, if 
not allowed to depart in peace, for the purpose of 
preparing their fields. And yet the Sincli peasant, 
like the Fcllnh, is u. bom navvy. 

A European officer, it is true, superintended. each 
clistrict. But .ho ha(l probably 300 canals tO look 
ufter, nncl by the condition of his nature he could 
not be ubiquitous. The evil result of the natives' 
indolence wns, that a becl thirty feet brood would 
in the course of a fe\v years, contnlct to half it.a 
c;>riginnl dimensions, till nt Inst u. deep cunctto, 
mcnsurn ble hy inches, was nil that i-emuincd of the 
cunnl, the rest of it becoming. n. footpath for tlnvcl
le1"S human and bestial The tnil of the channel, of 
course, shrank miscrnbly in length, because the 
trunk hutl not been sufficiently excavated, probably 
nn inc:h per annum huYing 1,ee11 4epositell upon the 
Se>lc. 'Vhcn thc1·0 was w-utcr, ~me noble fcoffoo 
woulcl tukc thc lihcrty of throwing cmbm1kment.s 
across the bcc.1, and mo110110lize it for his Pcrsiun
w-hcelH. By ulnmdnnt activity anll attention, tho 
~lll'OllellD overseer often cliscovcrcd a &grunt abuse ; 
isuch us o. ~unul reported cleared out, but never 



touched : at th8 same time, the amount of undis
Co:Ymed raacality, small, but by degrees becoming 
uncomfortably great, waa amply s1~flicient to hinder 
the improvement of the country. 

Bind, Mr. John Bull, was an &stall Ireland on 
a large scale. The idlers, her male children, would 
not . work ; they almost preferred starving: the 
women and infant.a declared they could not work ; 
all chose rather want with ease than wealth with 
ind.UBtry. Had you rcliovcd their necessities, Hiber
man-like, they would hut have c~ the niggard 
hand that only feeds and clothes them. The sole 
chance of reclniming the ~ountJY., apparently, was 
to provide. peculiar facilities for imm.igmtion, or to 
raiae the dull mass of natives by a leaven of the 
manly mces that tenant the neighbouring ~oun
t.nina. The latter C."qlClimcnt might, even ih these 
daya, be easily and }>l'Ofito.bly tried. The eight or 
tAm shillings a month which all able-bodied mnn 
can earn at this work, would induce thousnnds of 
Bn1huia an<l :&lochs from the Kelat Bills to spend 
the cold scoson on the plains, with the ezpress 
proviso of being allowed to retum for the summer 
t;o their fi1milics and homes. A single little High
lander would do the work of three 8outhrona. 

·But ~ also that a quarter. of a century has 
modified ~tt.era. The "Bind Canal Department," 
under Colonel Le llemurier, is .alicieQtly organbed : 
llajor Smith, B.B., for ~~ auperintmla the Eoa• Jtnd Weet.era NRL Super.8uoaa lines are 
left t.o. Nature; the main branches ·are provitled 
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with sluices and gauges. Order, in ~t, hns re
placed diionier, and in this matter Bind is fa.at 
approaching the condition of Egypt. 

We are near the village, our halting-place, as 
sundry aignll and sympt.oms show. An .unf:Ortunatie 
tmckaioan meets us and, these people are powerful 
at hoping, warmed by the sight of our uncoloured 
countienancea,. comes out with a long grievance con
cerning a lost camel, whose foot-print.a he sweara 
by all ·the saints in his calendar lead directly t.o 
Ibmhim Khan's gate. The cultivators st&nd at the 
doon of their hut.a, howling that they have not had 
a drop of w ... t.er over their :fields for the last two 
yeara ; and the Hindu Banyans, quitting their shops 
to catch .hold of our stirrups, oft'er us all the 
b1-inga .of Heaven if we will only induce their loid. 
t.o pay his lawful debt& For this case I have very 
little pity; it is raacal "61".tU& rascal. When we left 
Haydard.b4d, the price of wheat.en flour was one 
ahimng for 16lb. : here we can ge~ onI:r. lOlb. for 
the money, and our servants, who require at least a 
sfr (2lbs.) a.day, find it diflieult t.o exist upon their 
eight oz t.en rupees per mensem. I rather enV"I' 
Ibn.JWn ·Khan's facilities for fleecing these with
liolden of CGm from the poor. The traders are now 
·all occapied in buying grain, and plast.ering it up 
in large conical heaps : they are causing a factitious 
famine in older t.o raise the value of the article u 
the inundation approaches, and the mat.erial for 
aowing is reqUUed by the peasant The poor 
tnacksmm nnd the Ryotd "·c must 11rivntely pitv 
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nnd publicly reprove for presuming to appeal to 
t1s ngninst the ic sacred rights of property." 

A Sauxfri, or retinue,· comes forth to meet and 
greet the distinguished strangers. The leader, our 
host'R nephew, a lean, ill-visnged, beetle-browed, 
thin-lipped Beloch, habited in n. cap of green and 
gold cloth ; in a long, quilt.ed, gaudy-coloured 
chintz coat and blood-red Sutt'han; apologizes at 
uncomfortable length, with the usual toilsome 
110litencss, for his uncle's apparent rudeness in not 
being " present in our service : " the &:rddr, or 
hcud of the house, I gather from his hints, is en
gaged in hiR favourite pastilne, Jiawking. More will 
be snid of this neglect anon ; at present you may 
rcmnrk that a native ccYrt~ge is anything but a 
plenNmt honour. Our friends are ·mounted on fat, 
fidgety, high-fed Nizamd.ni mares, that winpe and 
pmncc, curv~t and dance, like so many :Florence 
hacks when meeting a party of ladies. The pace, 
n. confused. amble, half-trot half-canter, though good 
in its proper place, is quite the reverse of agreeable 
in these processions ; if the weather be cold, you 
freeze for want of exercise ; if hot, you pant and 
fret yourself and your horse into a foam from over
exertion. · Every now and then, as our fellows 
exchange the friendliest greetings with perfect 
strangers, and almost throw themselves from their 
saddles to shake hands, a neigh, a scream, a 
whisking of the tail, and o. kick 81lCCeeded by a 
shower of the same, occur to vo.ry the excitiement of 
the HCcne. It is useless to beg for n little room~ or 
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to glance helplessly nt our legs ; honour is done to 
us by crowding around us: the more we decline it, 
the more sedulously it is thrust upon us. The only 
chance of escaping it is to explain that we Franks, 
ns o. natior, never ride at any pace but a full gallop. 
'Ve may thus get ricl of oilr troublesome friends ; 
most of them will be run away with by their restive 
nags, and the rest will be left fnr behind, drumming, 
with vicious but harmless lwcls, the ragged sides of 
their gallowuys. 

There lies tl1e villugc, n collection of huts and 
gardens clustering 1·01md a tolerable-sized house, the 
fac-8'1.'1mile, in outwm'(l scmblnncc, of a qudndam-
1·oyal abode at Hny<larJ.bd.cl The ccrrtege, I gather, 
expected that we should a.t once entier the " paface," 
where, in nll probability, wo should :find the Sa·rdt.t·r, 
who is out hawking, sitting in State to receive us. 
'Ve must clo no such thing ; to-morrow will convince 
you that a Sind visit is too soporific an affair to be 
ushered in by o. long weary ride. Besides, as the 
Khan did not put himself out to com.e and meet us, 
we shall dispfay useful "dignity" by not showing 
too much haste to meet him. This a pa'I~ of the 
greater consideration that he woUld insist upon our 
'becoming his guests; whereas our tents, pitched 
under a clump of sweet evergreens, will be far more 
comfortable than a flea-ridden Sindi pala:ao. We 
have also a little travelling business t.o transact at 
this our :first halt. The camel-courier, who fetches 
our papere and pickles, hums and beer, from Hay
clambtf.d, · has levnntcd, beast, cnrg~, and all, o. fuet 
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which calls foudly fol' o. report to the police-o&ice. 
Our nags are foot.sore with the heat of the sand, o.nd 
mole thaa half-blinded b7 the glare of the sun : we 
must blister their qea \\ith gitrlic,1 and cold-wat.er· 
bandage their legs. 

Also, before wo meet tho Talpur chief, Mir 
lbnthfm Khtm, we must elicit from .our KUDSbi o.11 
the acan-mag current about him and hia :fil.mil7; 
and we must number congeca, weigh out com
plbiient.a, and menauro the distance we should 
o.dvance towards the door. 

I ftia operation ia pnenll7 performed b7 drawilla A cllele of 
prlio juice or the milk of the ln-plam (BMplaorlia) IOUlld tM .,. ; 
it ia • deaperate nmed7, .. it marb the·akia. in4eliblJ'. Tiie people 
•'- boil the 1-.na of the Nfm. tree, and bathe the iDjancl G1p11 
with the W water everr hour or 10 during the c'laJ', and 89817 llalf· 
hour about •Ullllet. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

xm IBBABDr KBAlf TALPUL 

WBIIBr I am conversing with the Munshi, sir, it 
might be as well if you would take up a book and 
be engrossed with its contents: there is nothing 
that a native dislikes more than the open ·eye, 
unless it be the attentive ear of a third '~party." 

Enter Mr. Hari Chand, a portly, pulpy Hindu, 
the very type of his unamiable, ungenial race, with 
a cat-like gait, a bow of exquisite finish; a habit 0£ 
sweetly SJDi1ing under every emotion, whether evoked 
by a bribe or a cuff; a softly murmuring voice, with 
a tendency to sinking; and a glance which seluom 
meets yours, and when it does, seems not quite to 
enjoy the meeting." How timidly.he stands at the 
doorway I How deferentially he slides in, ula.ms, 
looks deprecating, and is at lost induced to Bit 
down I Above all things, how well he listens I Might 
he not be mistaken for a novel kind of automaton, 
into which you can ttanst'er your *d and thoughts, 
a curious piece of human mechanism in the shape of 
a Cl'e&ture endowed with all things but a aeJ£ 

You would start could you. read his thoughta at 
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the very moment that you- are forming such opinions 
of him. 

"Well, Hari Chand (after the usual salutations), 
ruul pray what manner of man may be this :Mir 
Ibn1lllm Kho.n-Tolpur, is he not 1 " 

" 'V ah I wo.h r r What a. chieftain I-what a 
very Anush!rd.wd.n for all-shading equity 1--a :W.tim 
for ovc1ilo\Ving generosity I-a Bust.am- That 
is to say, always considering that he is a Beloch," 
smiles Ho.ri Chand, perceiving by the expraion 
of my face that his opinion requms coDBiderable 
moclification. " For a. Beloch I The Sd.hib'a eult.ecl 
intelligence hns of course comprehended the enct 
foct, that they lll'C all dolts, fools, asses. But this 
l lmihbn Kbo.u, saving the &thib'a presence, is not 
one of tltem. Quite the contrary." 

" Y 011 ·mean he is n rogue I " 
" Tbc Bahib has the penetration of an arrow-a. 

rogue of tbe first water I " -
Ucma.rk, Mr. Bull, that the native of India. and 

the adjacent pru:t;s of · C.entrn.l Asia parcels out his 
b1'Cthrcn into two great boclies, knaves and fools ; 
anc.1, whnt is \Viser atill, he o.cts upon this conviction. 
Thu division, you must own, is i-emarko.ble for its 
prc.•gnnnt simplicity, nnd its eminent acla.ptation for 
in·actical }lurpoeca. 'Vith that little toliamn.n ever 
hnuging l'Ound his neck, to be consulted on all 
occi\aious wbe1'C ho has denlinga with another, the 
Ol'icntul ni.'lnagcs to " get on " ns if ho carried t\ 

clecoy-llollnr in hie hnncl or an old woman's blessing 
upon bi:J bcatl. Of course, iµ bot youth, he makes· 
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mistakes. Sometimes he is deceived by the foolish 
look of a knave, or by the knavish look of a fool. 
Occasionally he is puzzled by one of the cross
breeds, to which the blending of the peychologic 
extremes gives birth. But he begins early in life 
the business of life ; he works at the "gospel of 
getting on " with admirable Jingleness of purpose, 
and, by that malignant labour which conquers all 
things, he seldom fails to become master of the 
subject, as far as it goes, before one hair of his beard 
turns grey. 

-"A rogue of the first water I He won the 
wealth of BokMraf. and Samarkand by the sunshine 
of the countenance of the Honourable Company, to 
whom he sold camels at six pounds a-head, after 
compelling his subject.a to receive two pounds for 
them. Ah r well said the poet-

"'I would rather be a. companion of dnu., 
Than the Ryot of an unjuat king.' 

"He o.lmost doubled the size and resources of 
his Jagir (feof), by the friendship of certain S&hibs 
who-(here we must stop Harl Chand's tongue with 
a look); and when the Valiant Company allowed him 
t\venty-thousancl rupees to exco.vate his canals and 
improve hi.i land, he-Allah bless him I-expended 
ho.If, and lny by the other moiety in his coffers." 

'~ But," pursues Harl Chand, delighted that we 
allow him a reasonably ti-ee use of his subject, " has 
not the Sd.hib · seen \vith :his own eyes what a 
prodigious thief ho is ! Did· not the poor Sindi 
complain yesterday that his eamel had been stolen 
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from him! and the peasants that they are starving! 
and the Hindus that they are ruined 1 Every 
man, to be sure, may cut ofF his own dog's 1'ail I 
It were wcll, however, if nothing wone could be 
said about this lbmhfm." 

Now Mr. Bari Chand's count.enance assumes • 
that deep myat.erious expression which courts the 
o~ration of "pumping." After which, chuckling 
intepmlly at having secured for himself the acute 
gratification of being o.ble to tear a man's reputation 
to shreds, he resumes, in a low, soft tone of voice, as 
if the t.ent-walla had ears: 

" Ho murdered his ~lder brother I Yes, Sd.hib, 
before the oottle of Miyami, lb~:fm was a sorry 
fellow, a poor cadet who was not even allowed to 
sit in the presence of the great. But 

" ' The world ii a water-wheel, and men are the pots OD i6, 
• Now their heada are beneath the lto11811 now th8J' are n.iaed 

high t.o heaYeD.' .. 

The " scorpion," as your London mothers with 
daughters to lell used to call the pauper member of 
o. rich family, flourishes in tho East as in the West. 
But with us, probably by reason of the frigid 
climate and the artificial existence of the animal, 
hie sting, though sometime& troublesome, is rarely 
dangerous. Here it is oft;en fatal 

_.,At the bo.tt1c of Miyatn ia matchlock ball 
piereed the occiput of lbrdldm's elder brother, and 
the clan, seeing their chief bite the aust, ran away 
liko .aheep, bended by this Klum, the bell-wether of 
tho .flock, who rnn a little faster than the rest. 
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When the fort of Haydard.bd.d surrendered, one of 
the first persons that gave up his dangerous sword 
to the General S4hib was lbrd.hfm Khan, who had 
the o.ddress to oust his nephew from the inheritance, 
ancl by plentiful fox-play took all the carcase from 
the tiger." 

"And now," continues Hari Chand, anxious to 
improve each fleeting minute, cc lbrd.hfm, who some 
years ago was not allowed to Miow his mouth at 
court, sits on a chair before the collector and pays 
visits to the' Mado.ms,' 1 the 'harems' of the English. 
He has , ventured to boast that one of them is 
despemtely enamoured of him (this, says Han Chand 
to himself, will irritate the fools, ourselves, sir, 
beyond all measure). He drinks cu?a90a and brandy 
like a sahib. He has become proud. Yesterday, 
for instance, instead of coming out for miles and 
miles to meet the Sawd.ri "-

i: knew we should end here. Envy, hatred, and 
malice are the seeds which the Oriental loves to 
SCQ.tter about as he passes over life's path, not for 
sheer diabolicality, but 'With the .slavish instinct of 
cunning weakness. cc When thieves .fall out, honest 
men slip in," says ·our trite proverb. cc When two 
thieves contend over a bone, a third finds an 
opportunity of carrying it off," thinks the Eastern 
philosopher. Now observe how c&l'8fully Bari Chand 
applies the lucifer to a certain fuel which he 
supposes every heart to contain : 

" The 8'hib is a aervant of the Kaysar-i-Hin'1 ; 
1 The paeral aame, in 8bul u in IDclia, for white •on1en. 

VOL. IL 30 
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long be h('r prm.ipcrity I \VhoRC dog is lbr.ihfmt\,' 
tlmt he sl1ould tlnrc to trent the "Lords of the 
Sword nml the Pen " 2 in t11ia clisgmceful wny ! 
thnt be ~houlu Heuc.1 tlmt owl~ of a nephew to 
b'l't'ut them with his hootings, and venture to be 
absent .when they arrived o.t his grave!' Ho.cl 
Smith Bd.bib, tbe collector (now I have that rctl
coatcd infidel on the hi1,, thinks Ho.ri Chand), been .. 
coming with his writers, and his scribes, and his 
secretaries, and his guards, and all his retinue, 
lbr.f.Wm would have been present to kiss his feet. 
And why! Because Smith Bd.hib is a - good 
easy man, who allows the bandit to do what he 
pleases. Ah, well said Nizdmi, •. · 

u •The jO)'ll of thia wmold !-Ah I ..... ban enpaued them, 
Would to Allah, Niami bad been an 111 I' 

" But, pcrhnps," pursues Bari Chand after a 
short pause, during which his mind had been almost 
pretemo.tumlly active, "it is not so much lb:nLhfm'a 
crime as tbnt of K4k4 Ma.JI." 

11 And who may K4kd Mall be!" 
.. Kd.kd Mall! The 84hib does not know -who 

K.4kti Mall is ! lbrdlllm'a head MUDBbi, a Khu-
1 A diminutin and decidedly diuelpeoUal form of the proper 

name. 
1 A mp title in Persia, terribl7 Pl'Oltitutecl in Bind and Bind. 
1 The bird of wisdom in Europe, in Asia becomea the IJID'bol of 

nupiclit, : wee t'ft',,;, the European IOOH ii the Aai&tio emblem 
of ...... 

• A metaphor, bf no IDIUll oompliment&rJ. l.w hia laoale uu1 
home. 

1 A 8nt-nte Penian poet, equally celebnted and; popular far 
1atin, IUCJNlit7, and yruu in~. 
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cl;tha<li Bnnynn of a fellow (our man, Mr. Bull, is a 
~hwani, o. Green instead of a Brown), and one of 
the most unscrupulous ruffians that ever canied 
inkstand in belt." 

Thereupon a fierce worrying of Kd.kll l\fnll's 
chnrncter. In common charity I would clmw our 
man off, only that most probably KdJn.i Mnll is 
a.bout tliis time abusing us and Hari Chand to 
lbmhfm Khan, just as violently as Bari Chan<l 
abuses Ibmh(m and Kakll llnll to us. 

" He will, I woul<l swea.r, do his best that your 
honours may not be tre~ted with the courtesy 
due to your rnnk, and that I, your servnnt, may be 
insult.eel." 

" Very well, Munshi, we will look after him. 
You may go. At eleven we start for our visit. Be 
ready to accompany us; and don't be afraid of 
Kakt1 Mall." 

''Under the shadow of your eagle wings," replies 
Hari Chand, with a lovely bow, "what have I to 
fear from the puny talons of these carrion crows ! " 

We mount our horses, still in half-European 
dress, and cross the village, our Munshi ambling by 
our side, and a. few ferocious Afghan servant.a, whom 
we have just engaged, bringing up the rear, much 
to the astonishment and quite to the alarm of it.a 
inhabitant& 

We reach the court-yard gate· of the Talpur's 
cl welling. Three ragged )'ascals, with sheathed 
sworcls in their hands o.nd daggers in their belts, 
Ju:mlt>t.l by nnotl l r ne11hcw, rush up to us ns if tbcir 
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intention were to begin by cutting our throots. 
Tbe young chief, seizing our hands, chatters forth a 
thousand congratulations, salqto.tions, and messages, 
nearly drags us from our saddles, and enquires 
o.bout our ho.ppiness in tones which rise high 
o.bove the whooping and yelling of bis followers. 
One fellow rushes o.wo.y to pass the word ,·,they 
come." And out pours a whole rout to witness the 
event, o.nd, by their presence, to communicate to it 
u.ll 1>0SRihlc importance. 

After j~tling o.nd being jostled through half-a
dozcn narrow gateways, we arrive opposite the 
,·cmudnh,· under which stands .Mir Ihrd.him Khan 
To.lpur. I sec this reception is to be a poor attempt 
at court cercmonio.I. 

'Ve dismount, twenty men pressing forward at 
the so.me time to bold our stirrups, and the whole 
party ahout!nJ " Bismmah I " as our feet touch the 
ground. Then lbmhlm Khan, pressing forward, 
seizes uur hands, wrings our arms as if trying to 
tco.r them from their sockets, and, oh compliment 
with which we might have dispensed I clasps us 
to a glorious "corporation," and applies a rough
boo.rded chin consecutively to the upper portions of 
both our shoulder-blades. 

We are led in with our boots on : our host has 
not removed his alippem. Another volley of in
quiries, and mother aeries of hugginga, as we are 
led up to the silken Dlrin, upon which he, the 
chie( and his eldest nephew are to ait, whilst a 
motley crowd of relations, friends, acquaintances, 
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dependent.a, and any one who happened to be 
passing the house at the time, presses in, looking 
curiously at us and fearfully at our ret.ainers. All 
arrange themselves with the noise of a troop of 
jackdaws upon the floor. 

Observe, sir, in the corner of the room, how Bari 
Chand and K4k11 Mall, almost weeping with joy, 
throw themselves UP<?n each other's bosoms, and 
murmur me=a 'VOCB thanks to that Heaven which 
bath thus permitted the tree of Hope to put forth 
green leaves and to bear sweet fruit. Charming, 
this choice blossom of true civilization amid the 
desert of barbarism around it I Had a violet or a 
forget-me-not appeared to us in the centre of 
IbnUrlm Khan's unclean court-yard, the sight would 
scarcely have been more suggestive. What memo
ries it revives I 

Now for a survey of our host and the State ~part
ment in which he has been pleased to receive us. 

Instead of bare stuccoed walls, a floor but parti
ally carpeted with a Persian rug or two, and a single 
settee at the upper part of the room, here we have 
an Oriental imitation of an English saloon ; the 
~bles, chairs, framed print.a, panel'd doors, and glass 
windows, forming salient point.a of resemblance. As 
usual, there is an intense grotesqueness in the general 
appearance. Liqueur-bottles and a large pipe lie 
upon-rosewood dressing-cases; a French clock, llith 
it.a erect Bay~~ stands in silent majesty upon a 
shelf hollowed in the wall ; several landscapes are 
hung upside down, a thermantidotAs is placed in·& 
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comer carefully beyond reach of the wind·; a 
feminine glove, treasured aa a great curioaity, peeps 
from the folds of another gi:eat curioaity, a pair of 
"leathers ; " and a noble goshawk perches upon the 
back of a well-wadcletl, crimaon-velvetted bergn'.e, et 
cctera. 

Hud we called ear1y in the morning, we might 
bnvc found our noble entertainer sitting in a 
coloured cotton waisticloth, j,our toute toilette, hia 
hair plnstercd over with clay, and hia palms full of 
Kmmm.bd. I have described Kuaumbd, and have 
only to add that it ia the name here given in 
go0<l society to the solution of opium which the 
1111.tivcs extensively use. Now, however, he ia in 
gnmd coatume. A cylindrical cap of gold brocade 
covers bia curly black locks, which are gathered into 
a knot upon the poll of hia head, and flattened out 
upon hia temples, ns if the "bands " had been 
irone<l : beautifully o.CC1lmto ia his beard, and of 
bia mustnchio not one hair passes another, nor 
wanders from it.a }>roper place. His vest ia of the 
crimeoncst satin, richly etnbroidered with startling 
silks in intricate patterns ; around his waist a fine 
Thn.thd. shawl aup110rt.a hia ivory-hilted poniard: 
o. pair of loose tl'Ouscn, azure-blue, the favourite 
BclCich colour, falling over yellow-cordovan alippen, 
concludes a c~tume which, with the exception 
of the cap and the ., gingerbread work " on the 
coat, ia at once manly and magnificent. · He baa no 

. gems about him except the large emerald w~ich 
glittcn upon the hilt of hia "dangerous awcml,'' and 



Mir lbnfhlm. 119 

no omament but a gold hoop with a silver slab on 
his fore-finger: it is like yours, a signet-ring for use, 
not for show. He will inform you, if you ask him, 
that he does not write himself, but that he keeps 
a Munshi who is celebrated for calligraphy. Ibrahim 
Pasha in London was loath to confess that he could 
not ecrawl his name in the Royal album: Ibrahim 
Khan in Bind manifestly takes pride in parading 
his ignorance of the unchivalrous art. 

Remo.rk his portliness, or rather obesity of person. 
In this, as well as in other parts of the East, beauty, 
mole and female, goes by the hundred-weight. Nasir 
Khan, the late ruler of Haydambd.d, was consiclcred 
one of the handsomest men in the country, chiefly 
because he could hardly walk, and had great trouble 
in finding a. horse to carry him. When doomed to 
a foreign jail, he wns succeeded in part of his func
tions by a. gentleman whose person rather resembled 
his ; and the public of Bind rcma.rJced with gmtcful
ness that their pet Prince was but half lost to them, 
since the Company hacl sent so ample and portly n. 
ruler to succeed him. Thinness, you must know, is 
considered not only a personal defect, but also a sign 
of poverty ; and the Sind Jackal, like the British 
Lion, instinctively snarls at the appearance of one 
who wants. The natives of the nearer East o.re like 

· dogs in this partl.cular: feed them, and invario.Lly 
you fatten them. " Haven't you enough to ent, 
that you Rl'e BO lean 1" is the natural qu~stion put 
to a sub-lieutenant who in these hot latitudes· out
grows his strength. 
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· "Haw I haw II haw 111" How pleaaant are these 
loud, plethoric, healthy laughs, after the Wlainoua 
sounding cachinnations in which the Hindu and 
Hindi family indulges. Our fat host's jolly face 
(judging by it you would swear that· he is the 
warmeat-heart;ed fellow in the world) beams with 
broad smiles ; and at the end of every sentence, no 
matter the subject, he puta in a hearty haw I haw 11 
What irresistibly tickles his fancy is our aemi
Oriental dress : he has told me twenty times 
already, that it becomes us beautifully, and wonden 
lustily why all Franks do not throw away their 
acareerow habiliments as we have done. 

"Will you drink opium,· since you look ao like 
us ! haw I haw I " cries the hO&t, with a voice which 
ca.n do nothing but about, the nonnal Bind and 
Beloch organ, and infinitely amused by the facetioua
neaa of his own question. 

] will accept, air, and save you from what 
would be an infliction, by the ready excuse that you, 
being a man of peculiar tempemnce and strictness of 
conveno.tion, allow no intozicating preparations to 
pnaa your lipa-in public. Our host thinks, like a 
conimiBB<lin de polics, that there must be a screw 
looae in an Engliahmo.n qui ne 1e grise paa. So my 
friend, the Brazilian mo.gistrate, when receiving a 
report conr.erning. a newly•made plisoner, whom the 
conatable called un lngla bebatlo, a drunken 
Englishman, could not help exclaiming "What a 
pleonasm In However, the Beloch has delicacy 
•ough to ponder and wonder in the depths of hja 
OWDhead. 
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The opium, country grown and by no means a 
despicable article, is brought in by the head-servant 
of the pipes, wbo places it before us with a wine- . 
glass, and a Lota, or pipkin, full of coldish wat.er. 
lbmhim Khan, as master of the house, dispenses 
it, after cutting up the mass into little square bit.a, 
about the size of a large- pill : he will take at 
least four of these to himself : I, not being so 
habituat.ed an Aftmi, 1 content myself with one. 
By the good aid of our fingers, we dissolve our por
tions in the palm of the hand which holds exactly 
enough fluid for a dose. _We strain it through any 
cloth that comes to hand, in order to get rid of the 
adulterating matter, some of it none of the cleanest ; 
and then each man, holding his wine-glass, says some
thing polite to somebody, and swallows its oont.enta 
with an air jocular from fashion, not for a reason. 
The "old hands n may be known by the lover-like 
loob which they bestiow upon the sherry-coloured 
draughl A f'ew mouthfuls of sweetmeat;, or bits of 
Mim (sugar-candy), are swallowed, to bring out 
the mFect.s of the drug, and the pipes 11.re pensively 
amoked, to while away the tedious in1ierval that 
precedes ·inebriation. . 

Opium, in Bind, ia never inhaled, and is rarely 
eaten. Drunk, as you have seen it, the drug is a 
favourite- with the rich and the great, or rather, with 
all who have money to spend upmi it. It is the 
beat atim.olant these . countries a!'Ol'd. :Many an 

• An -- of lflm., opi'lllD, from the Gnek .... uad the 
..... ...,. , hence the 0Ja.ine1e, 1""fu.-JUlll. 
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e:uggeratied. tale about its terrible cooaequences 
has, I know, been poured into your ean, :Mr. Bull. 
The Cele,tials, who, in horror of losing their Sycee 
Bilver in smoke, systematically denigrat;ed the object 
of the foreign tra&ic, can claim the honour of having 
planfied the prejudic6 in your stubborn mind. Even 
in· the year of grace 1876, a deputation wait.ad upon 
the Secretary of 8ta1ie for India, and requested him 
to aacri&ce to it.a ignorance and prejudice a trifling 
matter of eight millions sterling per annum. And 
the last piece of pretentious folly has been to 
establish an " Anglo-Oriental Society for Suppres
sing the Trade in Opium." 

Of 1ate years, men who have passed their lives 
in opium-eating lands, as Gujd.t aud Uwa, have 
railed their voices, striving t.o modify the romantic 
eugeration of your opinions upon this subject. 
They own that to some conatitutiona it ia a poison, 
like fennenfied and spirituous liquon ; moreover, 
that it ia impcaible t;o predict from ita eft'ect upon 
one pam>n how it will al'ect another. They admit 
the truth contained in the latter half of an oft. 
quoted Arabic proverb : 11 Alim ia the healer of all 
illl, and itaelf of all diaeaaea the evileat ; " meaning 
that the drag ia dangerous, becauae the dose requires 
to be increued. At the -.me time I aaaert that 
this may be aaicI.. with equal truth, of all stimulant.a 
fa1eely called intozicanta, and that opium taken in 
moderation ia not a whit more injurioua than wine 
and-spirit& But with the "Conf.aioDa" as a warn
ing, and with De Quinq and Coleridge aa eumplea, . . . 
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neither of them, by-the-by, cases in point, when will 
you listen to me t 

Opium taken even in large, but not increas
ing, quantities, acts beneficially upon some con
stitutions. I recollect an old Persian MWlBhi, 
who used regularly every day to swallow three 
big boluses, and yet I never saw in the East a 
more hale or hearty veteran of sixty. There is, I 
have told you, a popular idea in Sind, as in other 
Oriental countries, that opium is a "brave drink." 
It certainly quiet.a the irritable nerves, and produces 
a peculiar stubbornness of purpose and sullenness 
of t.emper, moods invaluable to the East,em soldier, 
whose battles are a succession of single eombata. 
"-Bhang," on the contrary, for reasons already 
detailed, is the poet's, the philosopher's, and the 
mystic's favourite. 

Such are the reftections which naturally occur 
during the silent quarter of an hour devoted by our 
society to smo~g themselves " screwed." At the 
end of the time the host motions away qi& pipe, and 
prepares himself to convene and haw l haw I with 
renewed vigour. 

" Were you at Nam Khan's fight ' "-ao the 
battle ·of MiyU.i is called by the Sindia, as 
opposed to Sher Mohammed's fight, the battle of 
Dabb4. 

We reply in the tiegative, and suspect that we 
are in for one of our noble host's atock-atoriea. 

u Haw I haw 1 that wu 1111 affair. 0 .Allah I 
Allahu Akbar I was ever the like of it before ! " 
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" Then you were present, Mir 8'hib I " 1 

" I-yes, indeed I was. I went out with all the 
V888&ls of my poor brother (a broad grin), whom 
you killed. Look at his son, my nephew, there 
(pointing t.o the lean scowler sitting by bis side). 
'V ell, you killed his poor father. And haw I haw I 
you would have killed me,"· pursues lbrd.bfm, highly 
amused by the idea, " but I was a little t.oo sharp 
even for the Frank." 

We stimulate him by an inquiry. 
"How ! " he vociferates, "why; when we went 

out to attack you, we started to hunt the deer. 
Some carried swords, others spears, and many 
sticks, because we wanted to thrash you soundly 
for your impudence, not to ·kill you, poor things I 
My brother (now Allah illumine his grave 1) was 
a aimple-mmded man, who said, •What can the iron 
of the Angrlz do against the steel of the Beloeh t; • 

""We drew up in a heap, eager for the onslaught. 
Presently some guns of yours appeared ; they un
limbered ; they began to fire. So did ours ; but 
somehow or other we shot over you, you shot into 
WL ~ .. I waa on the other part of the field, so of 
coune I didn't care -much for that. But, a few 
minutes afterwards, what did we see ! a long red 

• Ti. polite acldnm to one of. the bloocl IOJ8l-Yoar Bighn-
• Ala alluiGll to the 1audecl nperlorit, of what la emmecnuq 

.... DMnuaaa ltee1 .,.,. 01ll' Sbdlelcl .mi.,. So, Wen the 
battle of t1ae PJnmlda, the -1clle aacl M0011folaumta of a l'reaala 
dr..a- 'ftN Jaid before tb.e KamhlkBQaiDDarWr, and omniDae4 ... tW.., 'ftN 111118 ol. "fioaJ. 

1 The Sincl arti1IG7 wu oomme.ndecl 117 one Cbot6 .KMa, .U.. 
Mr. Buwell, who na too well-bred to injun Ju. G01111firJ'men. 
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line, with !ashing spikes, come sweeping over the 
plain towards us, like a Simlhn. 

"'Allah, Allah, what are these dogs doing ! They 
are not running away !' All my poor brother's men 
put the same question. 

" Then bang went the great guns ; pkit the 
little guns ; the Franks prayed aloud With a horrible· 
voice to the Bhayt&n, we to Allah. What a Mos
que full of MullU it was, to be sure 11 Who 
could fight ! We howled defiance against them. 
Still they came on. We sliood and looked at them. 
Still they came on.· We rushed and slashed at 
them, like R1181mns. Still they came on, tlie· "\Vhite 
fiendB.' And, by Allah I when we ran away, still 
they .came after us. It wns useless to encounter this 
kind of magic; the head-magician sitting all the 
time on the back of a little bay horse, waving his 
hat in circles, and using words which those that 
heard them said sounded like the language of devils. 
I waited till my poor brother fell dead. Then I cried 
to the vassals-' Ye base· bom, will you see your 
chieftain perish unavenged 1 ' and, having done my 
best to fight like a soldier, I thought I had a right 
to run like· one-haw I haw I 

" But now tell me-you are Englishman-is 
there any chance-of the Amira ever returning to 
role over Bind! " 

1 .Aa we ahould MJ, "What a beal'-prd8a I" Two JrlullU in 
one Jrloeque are 11UN to qaUrel. 

• One of Ruatam'1 great exploit. wu ilaaghterina the ]){v·i
Bapld, or White Demon, a penozaage, l&J the Peniam, o1e.rq 
ttpioal of the modem R1111i&D. . 
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This, :Mr. Bull, has been our host's great bug
bear, the fear lest his kinsmen should come to their 
own again. In truth, it is an int.elligible subject of 
apprehension ; lbrd.hfm Khan's. head and shoulden 
would 88Buredly part company the day after our 
departme. The disastrous consequences of aiding 
with the British in Afghaniatd.D, the t;ortures and 
death awaiting the trait;ora who, after we left, 
remained in their native country, and all the 
miseries of exile, poverty, and neglect, pressing 
heavily upon those that followed our steps; these 
things, I fear, did much in their day to disperse 
throughout India a pemicious suspicion that the 
English are not staunch friends ; that they will 
use a man when they want· him, and are then 
ready to caat him off, heedless as to what becomes 
of him. lbrd.him Khan cannot conceal his fear 
of such fate being in store for him. Double-dyed 
murderer though he may be, I am glad, for the sake 
of our cc no.me," that he has escaped the revengeful 
sabres of his kinsman. 

The assembly, after being convulsed with !aught.er 
during the chiefs account of his prowess at the 
battle of Miyd.ni, for there are " toadies" in Bind as 
elsewhere, wo.a breathless, whilst he awaited our 
answer to m,s question. 

cc No, Mir Sd.hib, there i$ none. The moming of 
prosperity baa at length dawned upon Bind. It 
lead.a to a day that knows no return of night I " 

•• Allah Tuhd.r-the Loni be thy Preserver I" 
There wu no laugh as lbrd.him Khan uttered ~ 
abort prayer. 
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And now, having" produced an impreesion," we 
will prudently withdraw before the opium talces 
full effect. I see a little horseplay commencing in 
different parts of the room ; and our fat friend's 
pleasantries are beginning to yerge upon the 
boisterous. Besides, the act of leaving at this 
moment will produce a beneficial result. lbrd.hfm 
Khnn has quietly but decidedly assumed the great, 
the very great man. He expects that we should, 
accorcling to custom, await his signal for ending 
the visit. Therefore we will do nothing of the 
kind, and he will respect us so much the more. 

" Mir lbrJ.hfm Khan Ta.lpur will be ~appy to 
have the company of :Mr. John Bull and his com
panion at dinner to-clny, about four o'clock." 

You must not confound this gentilezza with one 
of your 'Vestem invitations. Our host intends to 
<line nt our tents, only he will send the number of 
fo.t pillaws, hot Knbd.bs, mcsRy cunics, greasy dishes 
of vegetables, nn<l cakes of unleavened brcncl, which 
lie himself intends to consume. 'Ve wiil not refuse : 
a Bclocb dinner party mny be new to yoo. 

"Tc rise ; so does eve1·y 1nn11 in tbe room. 
Y chcmcntly m·e we pressed to stay. Y chcmcntly 
do "·e npologize for clcpnrting. Tbcn there is a 
ntsl1ing to the cloors, n. whooping for horses, a jostle 
of the animals, mnclly kickiug aud plunging, because 
ten lmmls um hole.ling each b1icllc: the chief accom
pani~s us as fn1· as tht! mnin gntc of his pnlnzzo, 
shaking lu111ds, lnughiug violently, nud cuh1chisiug 
us about ou1· healths nllll brains : he repeats bis 
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delight at having made friendship with ua, and, as 
a conclusion, he again c1aaps us to that develop
ment which would not disgrace the fat fame of a 
Falstaff. · 

I wish, Mr. John Bull, that ;you would not look 
ao sheepish when being kiaaed. Positively, you 
blushed this time as deeply aa your boy Billy 
could have done. Can you not sccomm.odat.e 
yourself a little more readily to these habita and 
customs of '' foreign parta ! " 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

A BBLOOB DDrNBB. A.ND 'rli PAB'l'Y. 

11 A TBA-PAR'l:Y."-What horrible goblins of the past 
are conjured up by these short syllables I 

The first object that meets our glance, as we 
near the tents, is a line of Bcloch. drawn up behind 
a row of earthen pots, in shape and hue by no 
means unlike monstrous turnips. These, the 
tur.nipa, contain a present of choice confectionary, 
coarse sugar, rice, flour, spices, and clarified butter, 
always sent in token of friendship or favour. 
There are ten pots full for you, the "great gentle
man," eight for me, the thinner man, one for our 
Munshi, who looks a profound disgust at not 
having received two, and the rest for tlie servants. 
The latter will get, although they cannot claim, 
possession of the whole, and the result will be a 
general indigestion, which nothing but a certain 
preparation of Tartar can remove: half a pound of 
the mixture would place our liv.ea in imminent 
peril. Another uncomfortable e1f'ect of the ceremony 
ia that in this case, as on all occasions when an 
Oriental sends you a present, a ~tum ia expected, 
and the amount is supposed enctly .to show the rate 
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at whiCh you value younelf. We must give vails 
to all the :tellowa, otherwise we ahall be called "fty
auckera," i.e., akin-ftinta-4 reputation which you, in 
your own country, and in theae.daye, seem rather t.o 
court than to avoid, sir ; but the :East is not aufB.
ciently enlightened to appreciate your new "fad." 
'' c must also despatch a " token" to the noble 
giver of the aweetmeata ; if we withhold it, he will 
not be too shamefaced to apply .for it in person. 
I rcmnrked that, during the vJSit, he repeat;edly 
admired your English ring, a hloodst.one, with the 
family crest, a lion rampant, upon it. Bend it to 
him, with an epigrammatic . compliment, which I 
will impromptu for you, and· you will earn, aa the 
natives any, o.· "great name.'' 

" Well, Hori Chand, how progrcaaes the Am.fr!" 
" The Am.fr ! Your cxnlted intelligence will 

underatnnd moat prosperollaly, only he has robbed 
his Ryota of all their cnmcla, nnd now he is qua.r
relling witli the neighbouring Jd.g(rd4ra (country 
gentlemen), in order to get theirs to cheat the 
Goverunu'nt witb ; he has depopulated the land of 
amnll hints to feed his twenty hawks ; he boa 
been to Hny<lnrd.bru:l, nnd hns rotumcd att\rk-atnring 
mncl, awetiring that he drank two Sahibs under 
the tahlf', n.nd mnde love to eveey 'Madam' in the 
pince (Hmi Chnnd ia determined to excite our 
g'1t«yrtJt, or jcnlouay, on that 110int, by perpetually 
hnnune1iug nt it) ; be lms nuu"licd another wife, 

. nltho1.1gh 1100ple any ho hns fh"O 1 already ; the new 
1 l'uur wiva are allowed bf Jaw uad nligioa, bU if a;._ 
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one, lleing a Shaytd.nah (devil), fights with all the 
old onea, who try to poison her; and his eldest 
daughter, when on a visit to the capit.al, ran away 
with a mount.eel policeman. Wah I wah I Verily, 
it is a noble family, 88 the poet said of the people 
of Kd.bul: 

•• ' Of a truth a diltinpilhecl noe ue thq, 
The men can't •7 1811• DOI' the 1fOID81l 11a7. • • 1 

" And K.4k4 Mall ! " 
" Oh, Kakli Mall I He is making a fortune by 

sedulously practising all kinda of iniquities. Praised 
be Allah I what a scoundrel he is I It would take 
hoUI"B to sketch his villainies, even for the high 
intellects of your honours to comprehend them. 
But one of these days Kd.kli must and will come to 
a bad end, a very bad end, which may be a warning 
.to a11 mankind." 

This predictiun is simply the result of envy on 
the part of Hari Chand, who would give one of his 
eyes for the un]imjt,ed power of doing evil, that 
good (t.o himself) might come of i~ which he repre
sent.a .J{akti Mall to enjoy. Of coune, he alludes 
piously to the vengeance of the gods ; but the 
reference is habitual; the heart knows nothing 
about what the tongue speaks, and, after all, 

"Ut lit :mapa, tam.en oene !en.ta U.,. cleonm ed," 

a sentiment familiar to the Eastern 88 well 88 to the 

ID&ft'1 half+dmien or '°' it u oonllidered a peccadillo, not a 
felony. 

• Which4 by-the-by, ii borrowed from the An.b •)'ins COllG8l'D· 

ing tbu city .i Wait 
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Western would-be criminal. These people theoreti
cally own the idea of certain retribution in this life ; 
practically, they act aa if sure to evade it. An 
UDBeeD, an uncertain punishment hos eo little effect 
when threatened from afar I Offended Heaven may 
eo easily be propitiated by vain oblations, and by 
equally vain repentance. And, after all, celestial 
vengeance eo often comes too late, a man may enjoy 
bimse)f eo many years before the blow descends .I 
Thus they never neglect to threaten one another 
with the ira deorum, and they always sin in the 
teeth of it themselves. 

Here is the Sariri, the ~tinue. Mir lbrd.hfm 
Khan, all crimson and gold, alights from his steed, 
a handsome Beloch mare, whose bridle and head
gear are covered with grotesque silver ornaments, 
and stands a moment patting her, to show oft" 
her pointa and equipment& The saddle is richly 
mounted, though far inferior to those used by some 
of the petty Indian princes, whose led horses are 
decked in harness plafied with precious metals 
atudded with diamonds ; and there is no deficiency, 
at the same time there is no particular attraction, 
in the abundance of girth, hoUBing, martingale and 
crupper, with which a gentleman's animaJ in this 
pa.rt of the world must be lumbered. 

Dn1Lhfm Khan preparea for dinner by diami-ing 
all his attadanta but one, K4kt Mall, who remain• 
to "toady" his highness ; to swear the truth of 
every fallehood the great man tells, to supply him 
with an idea or a word whenever conveniation doei 
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not flow glibly ; and to be chaffed, bullied, and 
insulted, tour a tour, as the ill-humour or joviality 
of hie chief prevails. The Amir's quick glance has 
detect.ad that we have nought but ale and cognac 
to offer him ; that point settled, he recreata his 
mind by feeling the smooth insides of our wine
glasees ; by t.aking up the spooDI, avoiding their 
hand.lee ; by producing brown fao-similu of his 
thumbs upon the whit.e aurlace o_f the salt; by 
converting the mustard-pot into a acent·bottle, and 
by correcting any little irritation of the epidermis 
with our only corkscrew. 

" Will you take a glass of the watier of life, Mir 
8'hib 1" 

Perhaps, Mr. Bull, you expect our visitor to 
drink a few drops of brandy, as the French take 
un petit verre ~absinthe pour mwrir l' applti.I. 
If eo, a quart.er of an hour will convince you of your 
mistake. 

Ilm1bfm Khan hands his gold-hilted sabre to the 
Afghan eervant, who receives it at a distance, as if 
it bit, with a sneering smile for which he shall 
pneently receive well-merited correction ; sees it 
deposited in the corner of the tent, and then, seating 
· bim•lf Jieavily upon the edge of the cot of honour 
oppoait.a the dinner-table, he clu1ichea a tumbler, 
blow warmly into it, polishes the damped int.erior 
with his pocket-handkerchief: and prepares to attack 
the liquid part of his meal. 

We must join him, if you please. In Bind men 
drink before, in England after, dinner. At home, 
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the object, we say, is to pns.i nn hour pleasantly 
o\·c1· a glnt:!R of wine; "lu~rc, tbl'y honestly avow that 
they 'lrink to get cli;unk. 'l'ho Enskrn l•mcticc 
is aclmimhlo for securing · tbo ohject proposed; 
every one knows that half-u-hottlc u1>on nu empty 
Ktomach docs the duty of two umll·r couvc1'SC cir
cumstances. llon.~vcr, tbo Simli:oi declare that 
alcohol before mcnls "·bets the appetite, enlivens 
the spirit.a, anti fn.cilitntcs tligcstion. Habit is, 
however, everything. I shoulc.1 tuh•isc you, Bir, to 
follolv the Mir's example at an bumble distance. 

The dinner pnsscs off mpirlly. Ibrahim Khan 
cats quite as much o.s he drinks. Not contented 
with scooping up in his palm masses of boiled rice, 
hard eggs, and unctuous ·stews, now and then 
stripping a K.abib-stick 1 with ·his fingers, and 
holding up a large bone to his mouth with both 
fiat.a, he pro~, after our example, to practise the 
knife and fork: 'Vith these articles, tl 11 former in 
the left, the latter in the right hand, he attempt.a to 
dissect a roast fowl, which flies from him, as if it had 
vitality; far over the damask, to the tune of loud 
haw I haws I Ago.in he tries: again he fails, although 
he prefo.ced the second attempt by a Bismillah. 
" Heathen. dog I " he cries to Kd.ku Mall, " is the 
soul of thy father in this _thing 1" -for which groaa 
insult 1 tho Hindu mentally fines his lord a thousand 

' Bita of rout meat with onion between, futened togetber with 
a lkewer, ud not to be called " Cabob&." · 

1 l'owJa an conaidend itnpure in the extreme by high...te 
.Hindu. 
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rupees, to be cheated at the first opportunity. 
Finally, desperate by the failure of many effort.a, 
he throws away the fork, transfers the knife to his 
right hand, and grasping the bil'Ci's drum-stick with 
hi& left, he tea.re it piecemeal with a facility which 
calls for another loud explosion of mirth. 

I never yet saw an Oriental lo.ugh at himself 
so readily. Genero.lly speaking, these people n.re, 
child-like, nervously and uncomfortably sensitive to 
ridicule of all kinds. Nothing offends them more 
lastingly than a caricature, be it the most good
no.tured. A writer of satire in Persia rarely dies an 
easy death; and the present race must be numbered 
amongst things that were, before a man could edit, 
at Kabul, a number of "Vanity Fair," and live 
through the day. 

Sindi cookery is, like the country and its 
natives, a link between the Iranian and the Indian. 
Central Asia is pre-eminently the land of good 
living ancl of masterly cwtistes, men as truly great 
in their exquisite craft as Paris or Naples ever 
produced : it teems with enjoyment tio the philo
sophic boa iiivant, who will apply his mind to 
natumliz1ng. his palate. Amongst the Hindus, like 
.the Jews, tbe 'lliate·l"·iel of the cuisine is too limited; 
consequently, there is monotony in the succession 
of rice-dishes and ·vegetables : moreover, the bilious 
Ghi, or melted and clarified butter, enters into 
almost every preparation ; the s\veeta are cloying, 
and the prQfusc spices annoy the tasteful p.te. 
In Sind there arc dawnings of ciilinary light, which 
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would in a happier moral clime usher in a brilliant 
day. You have seldom eafien anything better, I 
will answer for the fact, than a aalmi of black 
partridge, with a ga.mishing of stewed btmgana or 
egg-plant& 

The repast ends more abmptly than it began. 
The Sindi, like the boa-constrictor, is always torpid 
after his ample meal, and he holds to the apothegm 
of the Salemitan school, 

"P.- pru.cli:am. en clormi.enclam." 

You may observe our guest's fat heavy eyelids 
winking and drooping with progressive somnolency 
as the time for his siesta draws nigh. He calla for 
a cup of lukewarm milk, h*'1"8 the invariable and 
ofFenaive conclusion to dinner, he apologizes for 
leaving us, he· must go to his prayers and att.end to 
his guest-house, 1 promises a return to "tea" in the 
evening, calla for his horse, mounts it, and retires. 

Now that he is gone, perhaps you also, sir, may 
have "lett,en to writ,e." 

" Ibrdh1md. was so full of wine," remarks Bari 
Chand, "that with these eyes I saw him almost tumble 
over his animal. He go to pray I he went to prepare 
for the evening's drink. Aa for his guest-house, it 
is called by all the poor around, •Home of Hunger.' 
Your honours, I hear, gave him only beer and 
brandy. You will see him presently return with 

I 'Weal., DObJee Da Bind genen.llJ' l'llppoft li1I. tlll))1jeJ.md 
caUecl the JlebmM..lrhpah, ia wbieh t1aq noem ad ----

• fOUl' •ftllen aacl ........ 
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a camel's load of bottles. And I am told that he is 
going to bring his eldest boy ; ah, your honoum 
must button up your pouches now I " 

Here, after a three hours' sleep, comes the Am.fr, 
with some additions to his former escort, a little 
brown boy five or six years old, a minstrel, and a 
servant carrying many a magnuxn. 

In few parts of the worid do you see prettier 
children than those of the higher class in Sind. 
Their features arc delicat,e and harmonious, the 
forehead is beautifully 'liorn:b8, the full rounded 
cheek shows a light olive-tint by the side of the 
silky black curls, and there is an intelligence and 
a vivacity which you scarcely expect to see in their 
large, long, lustrous black eyes. Their forms equal 
their faces : for symmetry and finish they might 
serve as models to the well-provided Murillo or 
Correggio. And the simplicity of the dress, a 
skull-cap, a little silk frock like a nightgown, con
fined with a waist-shawl in whiea ·sticks ·the ·tiniest 
of daggers, and a pair of loose slippers, contrasts 
advantageously with the dancing-d~g costumes with 
which·~ John Bull invests "her younger offspring, 
or with the unsightly jackets and waistcoats con-

. ferred upon Billy when breeched. H you like their 
dress, you will also admire their behaviour : the con
stant habit of older society makes them companion
able at an age when your progeny ii ·fit for nothing 
but confinemeJ;1.t in a loose box called a nunery. 
The boy here stands before his father, or sita with 
him when ordered, more staidly than one of your 
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adults : he listens wi~h uncommon gravity to the 
conversation of his seniors, answers pithily and 
respectfully when addreese4, and never requires to 
be lectured upon the text, ''Little children are 
made to be seen and not heard." At eight years 
of age he is mastier of the uaagea, he will receive 
you at the door in the absence of his progenitor ; · 
hand you to your proper seat in the room ; converse 
with you ; compliment you ; call for pipes ; offer 
you sweetmeats; invitie you to dinner, and dismiss 
you, with<>ut failing in a single point. As a boy he 
is a little man, and his sist.er in the harem is a littJe 
woman.· To this you may object on the score of 
taste ; say that it robs chil~ood of its chief charm, 
the natural, the innocent, and all that kind of thing. 
At any rate, you must own that it also preserves 
us from the very troublesome displays of the said 
charm in the form of pertness, aelfishness, tur
bulence, and all the unlovely details comprehended 
in your cc naughtiness," the Irish cc bouldness." 

Our admiration of their children is reciprocated 
by the Orientals. I have heard of a Hindu chief 
travelling many miles to see the fair face and :flaxen 
hair of a cc Europe baby ; " and " beautiful as a 
white chil~" is almost u. proverb amongat the dark
skinned Mard.thds. 

'Ve treat Master Ibr4hfm, I beg his pardon, 
Mir Jd.n Mohammed Khan Talpur, as he senten
tiously names himself, ·'\\ith especial attention, a 
mark of politeness t.o his father ; we insist upon his 
·sitting down, upon the highest seat, too; inquire 
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with iutcrest after his hone and hia hawk ; look at 
his dagger, uud slip iu a hope that he may be as 
1ml\"e n :-1ulclier ns his fatlll'r. But we nma' nas teJI 
bim tlmt hu is a pretty boy. nol' Mk him hiR lg•', 

nol" say auythi11g about his brotlll•J'li mul t.1istl•1'l4, 
othc~rwiSt· Wl' otl(•uc.l ngaiu~t the con11tnMoe.11. .\ml 
wlwu ~w wish him to ho Kent home, for that VClll'l'

ahlc maxim, 

"Maxima 11ehetur 11uero rcvurentia," 

iK Ktill w•ncratc<l in the East, wo give him a. trifling 
Tohfch, or present, a pockc•t pistol, or a colum·L·ll 
print, n.nll he will feel that tht~ oLjcct of his misliion 
has Leen fulfilled. In Ccntml .Asia, o. chiiJ.'s vil'lit 
is mostly o. mere prcscnt-trnp. 

You aclmire the ro\v of our fat fricncl's bottles 
disployed upon the table, two dozen at least of 
champagne and sherry, cura~oa and noyau, hmnlly 
and gin, soda-water and seltzer. You will wonder 
still more when you see Ibrahim Khan disposing of 
their contents recklessly, mixing them, after con
sumption, hy tumhlcrs-full ; intoxicating . himself 
with each draught, and, after twenty minutes' 
interval, hccomh1g, by dint of pushing his cap off 
his brow, scratching his head, abusing his llunshi, 
and concentrating all the cncrgie.1 of mind and body 
upon his pipe, sober as judges o.re said to be. 

A faint " twang-twang " draws your attention 
to the comer of the tent. As in the ages prececling 
Darius, so since his time the soiree of Oriental Kay
isar 01· chfof ucver cndecl without sweet music. 
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Remark the appearance of the performer. He ia 
a dark chocolate-coloum man with a ragged bead, 
an opium-look, sharp, thin features, and a skin that 
appean never to have known ablution. A dirty, 
t.om cloth wrapped round his t.emples acts 88 

turban ; the rest of the attire, a long shirt of 
green cotton, and blue drawers, is in a state which 
may be designa1ied disreputable. In his hand ia 
his Suran®, the instrument of his craft, a rude 
form of the ~lin, with four or five sheep-gut 
atzinga, which are made to discoume eloquent 
music by a abort crooked bow that contains half 
the t.ail of a hone. He ia preparing to perform, 
not in the attitude of a Paganini,. but 88 we see 
in old Raphaels, and still. occaaionally in the byways 
of Italy ; the instrument resting upon his lap 
instead of his collar bone. Before the preliminary 
scraping ends, a word or two, aotto tlOCe, about the 
fellow and his race. 

The Ltf.ngho is politely and accurately termed 
JltllAf/OIWJr, or " asker ; " 1 and his particuL..r C88tie 
is the moat peremptory and persevering of men
dicanta in Sind. Anciently, all the great clans 
llad their own minstrels, whose duty W88 to pre
BTe their traditions for recital on festive occa
aions and, like the Highland piper, to attend the 
chief in battle, where they no1ied everything with 

• To .U a ma '' 'begR" ma7 not 1011Dd polite in ..,..., 
bat it cloll ill 8bul eua. An Oriatal woaldpnerallJ pnfer 'beiJll 
...... ,. kiacl of obJiptiou. to ma auperion, tbmi laok ocmaecstiGD 
wlthtllem. 
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an eagle's ·eye, praising those that fought, and 
raining showers of curaea, taunt.a, and invectives 
upon all who fted. This part of their occupation 
ia now gone : they aubaiat principally by the 
charity of the people, and by attending at the 
houses in which their professional services, at 
marriages and other ceremonies, are required. 
They are idle as well aa fond of pleasure, dirty, 
immoral.. and notoriously dishonest. Largesse t.o 
a Bard being a gentlemanly way of wasting one's 
substance in Bind, those that employ the " asker," 
are provoked t,o liberality till either the will or the 
way fail. In the meantime, the Ungho· spends 
every rupee, with all the recklessness of a West.em 
artiste, in drinking, gambling, and the silliest 
oafientation. He is not expect,ed to !ive long, 
and none knows what becomes of him in his lost 
old age. 

Our friend the Amir has, I am t.old by Bari 
Chand, sUffered so much from these men's ·sneering 
encomiums upon hia valour and conduct in the 
Conquest-war, that he once tried the experiment 
of papng them liberally t.o avoid hia palace. 
Finding that the revenues of Penis. would be in-

. adequate to carry out the scheme, he has alt.ered 
his tactics, and now he supports half a dozen, on 
·the express condition that they ne~er a,llude, in his 
presenoe, t,o the battles of Miyd.ni or Dabb& 

And now,. as Ibmlllm . Khan looks tired of 
attempting t,o converse with our surly Afghan.a, 
aud of . outxaging the feelings of his }lunahj, we 
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will lend an ear to }~usic, as the. hea,yenly maid 
springs upon us in grimly gui.~ from the head of 
Allido, the minstrel. . 

The singing will commence with a favourite 
rhapsod-theme, the murder of the grcnt Lord 
Bahnbn, the ancestor of the Tnlpur Princes, by 
Ol'der of Sarfard.z, the recreant Knlhom; and with 
the deadliest accuracy will it clPtn.il how an 
individual of lowly birth but b1·avc, Shnh Ba1baro, 
a Bindi, when ordered by the despot to do the 
deed, refused, saying, " I will fight the Bcloch 
like a man." How Barfa.rd.z made light of Shah 
8'bd.ro's ·chivalry, aaking, "'Vherc is :Mohammed 
the Prophet of Allah, and :Where ie Musaylimah 
the liar ! " 1 How Shah Bd.Mro responded with 
great temper and a prodigious quantity of good 
advice, the major part of which was d propos of 
everything ; how Sarfard.z cosencd and flattered 
till he found .a willing bravo in Isma'il Mombiyooi 
the Bindi ; how the said Ismd.'il, being a left-ha~ded 
man, cut down the valiant Bahram from behind 
with a sword which he held a little higher than 
usual, and drew it along the murdered chiefs 
shoulder; how lsmd.'il, after the assaesination, cut 
oft' the noble Babmm's head; and, finally, how 
8arfarU looked at it, and gave utterance to un
Chriatian ·like aentiment& 

1 A falle, Le. a 1UllUOl*lful, pzophet, ooatemporal'J with 
Jlollliln.med. The phrue la. olumml amonpt the Mo91ema; it ia 
aaola ued when clra..U., odiou eomparilOD8. The Bind111 •7, 
.. Kn&da Bqfcal BAoj; m1ictn Q,, 119d tcli I" " \\'h"!e ia King bhuj 
(t1ae U..t), and where ia Gangl\ the oilman 1 " 
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All the terrible minuteness of a French novel of 
" charact.er " or of an Italian historical romance I 

The sounds that accompany are Qlore remarkable 
than the wo1ds of the song. Each f.l'eBh verse is 
ushered in by a loud ho\vl, so strikingly discordant 
that every nerve start.a at it, and . so prolonged 
that. anticipation wearies of looking forward t.o its 
close. Then follows the aria, a collection of sharp 
chatterings and screams, in a key strained at least 
two notes above the voce di petto, which, never
theless, must be forced up to the mark, falaet,to 
being unknown : and, lastly, comes the conclusion of 
the phrase, a descent into the regions of the basso 
till the · voice .. v~auely growling, dies away lost, as 
it were, and unable to emerge from the depths 
into which it sunk. Then the howl, the chatter
ings, the sop»ano-scream, and the basso-growl over 
agnin. Half an hour of this work goes to the 
fo1·mation of a Sindi melody. 

:Melody I 
'Vell, yes, melody I You see, sir, all around 

you are ~.cstatized ; consequently there must be 
soir.~thing in the performance to attract admiration. 
Of nll the nrtR, music is the most conventional. 
"

1but <lo you think Orpheus would have thought 
of \Vo.gner: \Vaguer, of Orpheus! The traditions of 
all ancient people, Egyptians, Phqmicians, Aesyriana, 
Hindus, Pe1'8in.ns, Greeks and Roino.ns, tell of min
strels \\·ho w.orkctl mirnclee by the voice, tho lut,e, 
nntl the lyre. The mubic of tile Greeks and Romans 
is almost ooyoud our rea.ch ; that of the Hindu and 
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the Persian is still, in its old age, much the same, I 
suppose, as it was when :first born. Accustomed 
to his own system, the Easte~ cannot derive the 
least pleasure from ours : the noisineBB of the major 
clef confuses him, his ear cannot detect a phrase, 
o.nd he is ignorant of its harmony as he would be 
inaensible to discord: he wonders greatly how it is 
that t.he European, 80 superior to him in arms and 
ans, can be 80 far behind in this one science, and 
he turns with eagemess to the strain familiar to his 
ear; not to. the "Hindostanee melodies," which 
are composed in London, as are the " nigger 
melodies" in New York, but to an honest, genuine, 
downright bit of barbarism, .Jike that we have just 
now heard. 

After my description, you will be .astonished to 
bear that I ever did anything but suffer during 
the endurance of the minstrel's song. At :first all 
was pure torture. Presently, the car, in its. despair, 
began to mnke friends with the least harsh sounds, 
n.s prisoners do with rats or spiders. Then, as a 
note or t\vo become familiar, the utter strangeness 
wore off, and a sensation of grotesque enjoyment, 
novol and unexplainable, struggled into existence. 
At last, whe~ a few years had thoroughly broken my 
tnste to bear what you ho.ve just heard, I. could 
listen to it, not only without the horror you now ex
perience, but also with something like gratification. 
POBBibly I liked it better for the disgust it provoked 
at first. So the Highlander learns to love his 
screaming, wheezing bag-pipe; the German his 
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putrescent Sauerkraut: the Englishman haut-godt 
in game ; the Frenchman his oaporal,; the Greek 
his garlic; the Italian his rancid olives, and all the 
world their snuff and cigars, things which at first 
tltey must, as they were human, have hated. 

The songs generally sung by these Eastern 
jongleurs are legends, ballads, certain erotic verses 
which are very much admired by every class, and 
mystical effusions which the learned enjoy, and t.o 
which the unlearned, being utterly unable to com
prehend them, listen with the acutest sensations 
of pleasure. The Homer of Bind is one Sayyid 
Abd el-Latif, a saintly bard, whose Risalo, or col .. 
lection of distichs upon traditional themes of the two 
passions, Love and 'Var, has been set t.o different 
musical modes, and is, by the consenting voice of 
society, admitted to be a chef d'amvre, the pink of 
perfection. 

I will translate one of the songs whicli .A.ludo 
sings, o. short satirical effusion, directed against the 
descendants of the poetical Sayyid, by some Sindi 
poet, who appears fond of the figure irony. 

AN ODB TO TBE HOLY :MEN OP BBIT.1 

L 

Ye JDODb of Bhit I whOM only caree 
Are fut ancl penance, 'Wlkea and pra7en, 
Your lipe and eyea beapeak a~ · 
:Flom low earth weaned to Heaven above: 

1 Bhit, literali,. m-ninc a IUld-heap, ia a ....U. towa lJinl 
four milea eaat of HQ£ and nozt.h of ~ T.be word 
ia ·applied t.o the pJMe beoa1111 the holJ AW al-Latif .uncl· hit 

VOL. IL 89 
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Your hearts haTe rent all carnal ties, 
Abjllred all pon1pa and vanities : 
Nut mean will be yo11r meed 1 ken 
In Heaven's bright realms, yo rovcrentl 1uen ! 

JI. 

And yet, they eay, those tuuef ul throats, 
With prayers' sttlm cba.unt, niix BOfter notes ; 
Those mouths will s01netimes deign to sip 
The honey-tlew from maiden's lip: 
And uther juice than salt tear dyes 
With purpling hues tbuae hea,·y eyci. : 
Ah ! ah ! twice \,lest your lot, I ken, 
Here, uid hereafter, reverend men! 

You have a small musicn.l snuff-box, sir ; wind it 
up, put it in your pocket, an<l try the effects of a 
polka or a \valtz. . 

.All arc Hilcnt in n. moment. Thcx start, stare, 
peer :1hc,mt the room, :nul look much scnrecl by 
the str:mgo sounds. In :motht•r minute tht~y "·ill 
run n.wny fl'Om us mh'pts i11 the black art. You 
sec bow mnny mii':ldl'K could be got out of n. fmv 
such simpfo coutrivnnces ns a giiml-orgnn, au 
clcctricul machine, or :uungic lantl'l·n. Now proclucc 
tlu~ ea use of astoni~bmcnt, whil~t I attempt to explain 
tlm mccbnuism of tlm invention. Th~ sight of 
somdhing soothes them ; their mimlii become com
parativl•ly speaking quit•t: still tlwy hnntlll• the box 
with coustmint, as if' it hml t hl· power of stinging n.s 

f11llowc1·11 to th1'C1W up n. lll••llll•l 11f t·iu1h n11 1\ fumulntion fc.•l' tbo 
hahitati1111s 11f men. The 1~\·1..·1·1..•111l 1mhj1..•cts of thc Otle, nltbough 
hi11 clcs..•cuclants, lc'!tt re1111fat ion amongst thu JJard11, bcC.'\lllO tbt•y 
m1:;l'm1ronsly n1111r11p1iatc1l th1..• hunr1ls cnb'\11tc1l to tht:il•duu-gc liy 
the wife 1•f tho 1li:th1·111u:1l Kalh·~m Prince. l,crh11118, bciu;; '·"·a·y 
w1..•ialthy, they nru hl'c111111•, 1111 might hc expceotvcl, \"cry nii&;,;ill"tlly, 
a11d tlu1t wuuhl lie thu lw1.t •m1..l tlil-cst c1uase t f ulli:ucc. 



"Tea." 147 

well as singing. All are vociferous in praise of the 
music, probably on account of the curiosity of the 
thing, as a civilized audience applauds a sonata 
upon one string, at which it would yawn if per
formed upon four. Even the minstrel declares 
with humble looks that the charm has :fled his 
Surando; that his voice is become like unto the 
crow's. This, however, is hi8 politeness, not his 
belie£ In what part of the habitable globe, or at 
what epoch of the creation, did a painter, a musician, 
or a poet, ever own to himself that he is a dauber, 
a mar-music, or a poetaster 1 

Ibrahim Khan will by no means refuse q, " dish 
of tea," especially when offered to him during a short 
account of the Chinese Empire ; the beardless state 
of the Celestials and the poor old Porcelain Tower 
being topics which will at once rivet his attention. 
Orientals in their cups become inquisitive, scientific, 
theological, and metaphysical. But he qualifies the 
thin potation with an equal quantity of brancly, as 
in his heart of heart.a he hus compared the first sip 
to an infusion of senna. disguised by sugar and milk. 
The Beloch, unlike their neighbours the Persians 
and Afghans, are not accustomed to the use of Ohd'hi. 1 

" Mir Ibrahim Khan To.lpur, listen I The meet
ings of this world :ire in t.he street of separation. 
And truly said the poet that the sweet draught of 
friendly union is ever follo,ved by the bitter \Vaters 

1 In the F&-Kien province T tak.Ell the place of Ch: hence tlae 
English of Amoy (Bea-Mun) called the beverage "Tea,•• and 
the Portugueae of Macao "Cha," like the Peniall "CIWhi." 
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of :Parting. To-morrow.we wander forth from these 
pleasant abodes, ·to return to iln.ydard.baf.d. My 
fri~d Jam BUI Sd.bib is determinecl to feast his 
eyes upon the Adena of Lark4no. and to dare the 
Jehannums· of ShilWpnr." · 

The chie( rises steadily, though in liquor. 
" You are the kings. of· the Franks : yQu are 

the best of the NazarenesJ and, by the blessed Mo
hammed, you almost deserve to be Moslems l Swear 
to me that you will presently retum and gladden 
the glance of friendship. What is life without the 
faces of those we love! Wah r Wah I I have 
received you badly. There are no dancing-women 
in my villages : I would have: seized a dozen of the 
Ryot.s' wives, but Kd.ku Mall said-didn't you, you 
scoundrel 1 " 

cc Certainly, great chief r JI 

" How can the Haywans, 1 the Sindis, venture 
t,o show their blo.ckened 1 faces in the presence of 
those exalted lords 1 H I have failed in anything, 
forgive me." 

The tears stand in Ibrd.him's eyes. No wonder. 
He has :finished nearly six bottles. He grasps our 
hand at every comma ; at every full stop he vigor
ously embraces us. Yet he is not wholly maudlin. 
To water the tree of friendship, aa he phrases it, he 
atuft's my cheroot-ease into one pocket, and a wine-

1 In .Arabic, '' ~ that bath life : • populuV 1ll8d to 
lipifJ a beut u oppoucl to a human beiJta, or a human being 
tUfi n181Dblea a beut. 

• 1 BJackenecl, Wen enlenclu, bf oen.ba unqu.enaha'ble tamel. · 
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glass int.o the other. I must give him your musical 
box as \Veil as your ring, and as equivalent (I don't 
wish "him t.o go home and laugh at our ben.rds), you 
gently extract his handsome hunting-knife from his 
waistband and transfer it to your own, declaring that 
with that identical weapon you lvill cut the throat of 
a poetic image called Fintk, or Separation. 

Now the adieux become general. The minstrel 
raises his voice in fervent prn.yer: he has received 
five rupees and a bottle of fiery gin. All the 
folfowers thrust their heads int.o the tent to bless 
us, and to see if we have anything to give them· 
The Amir, convinced that there are no .more p,:esents, 
prepares to depart, accompanied by his secretary, 
when Harl Chand, determined upon a final scene, 
raises the tent-fly and precipitates himself into Ka1ku 
:Mall's arms. 

lbnihim Khan pressed us to accompany him on 
his next trip with the fn.lcons and hawks: unfor
tunately you care little about the noble sport, even 
about the use to be made of round-winged birds; 
and I have already said my say upon the subject.1 

There is nothing in the south-east of ·uaydamW.d 
which we have not seen before j a silt 1lat, some-

. times sand, overgrown with desert shrubs, and here 
and there cultivated ; huge heaps of ruins, long 
lines of water-courses, and channels which become 
rivers during the inundation, and which widen int.o 

•estuaries as ~ approach the .Ambian Sea. 

I n J'a1coDrJ in the Vallq of tbe Ind-.. London, Van VOOllL 
1862. . 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

TBE MIMOSA BAND; ITS GIANT PACE-81l!D>U. 

PETR.JEA-THE BELOCB MUSE. 

ANOTHER month line passed o.way in gmteful ease-
doing nothing. 

I \Vould willingly lead you ofF to the quondam 
Unive1-sity of Matid.ri, o.nd there lecture you on the 
present state of science and education in the Moslem 
world generally, and the Sindi in particular. I 
should like to accompany you to Nasarplir and 
point out why·some believe it to be the Mamn1reh 
of the Arabs, and why some believe as blindly that 
it is not Manslireh.1 I might even, had I my own 
way, start off with you to the ea.stem desert and, 
amidst the mud-walls af Umarkot, ezpatiate upon 
the romantic events, such aa the birth ·of Akbar the 
Great, its celebrity as a treasury, and its surrender 
Without a shot to the British army, which have, or 
ought to have, given it a name in Universal Hiatory. 
Only I fear the habit& of yawning, of setting down 
your neighbour a monomaniac, and of complaining 

1 Kanadreh ia allo auppo1ed to have been within a ahon diatanco 
Of Brahmamb4d. 
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that your expectations have been unwarr&!ltably 
raised to be dropped-all which, dear sir, allow me 
to say, are now become highly natural to you. I 
must, however, as your guide, insist upon your 
accompanying me across the river westward to a 
certain spot called the Babbur Band or Mimosa 
Dyke, in order to show you the prospect of the 
baldest desolation which our Unhappy Valley 
affords. 

Two rout.ea lead from Haydar4b4d northward. 
The Dd.k (post) and riding liile, the shorter, is on the 
east of the river, and the marching line for troops lies 
to the west. The former has it.a intcrest.1 

. It passes 
1 You will find the atationa deacribed in Murray'• Handbook, 

pp. ,90-492. The following ia a liat of the mteen placea given by 
the Guetteer {pp. 874-816) between Haydar4b6d and Robri :-

llilea. Furlnllp. 

1. Haydar4b4d to :Miyd.ni 7 0 
9. Miy4ni to :MatWi ••• 9 0 cropinfg. the un-. bri it PhuhSli. 
3. To lUl£ ... 19 0 deputy-collectora.te. 
'9 Bayyida-jo Goth (Bayyidlf.b6d) 11 0 
6. Saka.rand or Sakrand . 14. 2 in Nauahahro de-

i•uty-collectorate. 
'6. IUjia- (KUi-) jo Goth 16 1 
'l. ~tpd.r 16 6 oppoeitc tho Lakki 

Hillt-
8. Xoro 11 6 road bad and dusty. 
O. Naulhahro 16 4 once a place of im-

portance. 
10. Lakha ... 19 0 
11. Bhe1'ni (otheri IUJani) 9 6 
12. Hingorjo (in Kha7rp'dr) 11 0 aoaing tho un-

bridged Bhe1'ni 
liollow. 

13. BAnipdr 7 0 

Carried forw"1'tl 100 0 
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close by the field of :Miymi, near the ancient 
University of Ma~ and through WJ& town, 
famed for Persian tiles and S~d lacquer-work. You 
can diverge a few miles to the east of Shahdd.dpnr 
and visit the Bambre-jo ThUl (Tower of Bambni.), 
generally known to history as Brabma.u&Md. The 
latter is evidently the title given to the capital of 
Ceiitral Bind because it was founded by the Brahman 
dynasty of Aror, somewhat before A.D. 622. The 
old Hindu name is utterly forgotten ; Bambra is 
only a modern generic term for ruined cities, and 
Brahmand.bad is half Persian. The enceinte of this 
Incline Pompeii, traced by curtains and towers or 
bastions, mensures four miles~ and it is said to have 
contained 1 GOO minarets. There are also remains 
of the \Vazir's city, "Depur." · 

'Ve have been fenied over the 'Indus, and we 
are travelling by easy stages northwards, along the 

• 
right bank of the greo.t stream. Our two marches arc, 
1. Badhd., nine miles from Kotri; 2. Unarpnr, 
12 miles ft-oin Badhd.-Sindi villages and "that's all" 

- -· ----·- ... -·---·- - --- ·-----
J(llel. Ful'loap. 

Brought forward 100 0 
1,, lfaati K.luf.na..jo Tando ••• 1' 0 

11J. Khayrpv Oiv 

16. Rohri (Kngliab) 

9 0 at Lukmd.na-jo 
{ 

fonnerl1 camped 

Tando, one mile 
from Khapp11r. 

16 0 
-

Tm.J ... 198 0 
In 18'3 Sir Chari• :Napier led hia ann;y from Bohri to 
~bU in 1eveateen marcheli. There are now Travellen' 
'Banplc)n at all the itatiom u.cept"in the Kha;yrpv territory .. 
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We no\v strike off nearly due west, through a 
wild country, into one of the rugged little ranges 
of hills that extend like spiders' legs from the 
main body of our Alp, the Beloch mountains, the 
Kohistan and Kirthar, miscalled, you remember, 
the " Hd.Ia " by older writer& Our two halting
places are :-1. Laknt, twelve miles from Unarpur ; 
2. Sibt, eight miles from Lakra-wells in the desert. 

The rough and precipitous path zigzags un
artfully up, over, and down the nakedest of stony 
ridges. 'l,he rocky face of the country suggest.a the 
idea that it is suffering under a complex attack of 
cutaneous disease. Here, a gigantic blotch, black 
leprosy, stretches mnny squnrc miles without a 
shrub, much less a tree, for the bird of the wild to 
perch upon. There, we come, after a long canter, 
upon a port-wine mark, a bit of forruginous plain, 
most unlovely in it.a rustiness to all but the minera
logist's eye. There, again, signs of whit.a leprosy · 
appear in flakes of glittering gypsum and selenite, 
washed down by the torrent.a from the declivities 
of the hills. The gangrenous hue of copper then 
attract.a the eye. And lastly, though anxious to 
a.void any more of these unsavoury comparisons, 
you cannot but see DJl eternal jaundice in the rood 
after rood scatt.ered over with ton upon ton of dirty 
yellow sulphur. . 

.A propoa of this sulphur. Some years ago an 
enthusiastic seeker of minero.1 a.nd other wealth, who 
penetrated into these savage hills, go.therecl promis
ing specimens of it, and fonvo.rded them to the 
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officer commanding at Kan.chi, &B. a hint that the 
mines might be worked tiO advantage. But, unfor
tunately, that high authority was a Scotchman and 
colonel of the 78th Highla.Jidera : he resented the 
off'er with a viciousness which strangled the project 
at it.a birth. How many schemes for benefiting 
mankind have been re~dered abortive by a similar 
little accident of unskilfulness on the part of the 
operatiOr I 

.As we advance, we enter a long, wide, winding 
valley, bounded by a sandstone-wall, whose crest 
Time has cut int,o peaks and clefts of singular irre
gularity .. The gently-sloping sole and the general 
appeumnce of the ravine suggest thnt the waters of 
some deluge must have forced a pnssage through 
this puss, from the plntenu above to the plains lying 
below the hills. A Fiwm.m·a threads with frequent 
bc-n<ls the deepest part of the declivity : you can 
sec its character in its aspect. A few wild plants of 
the liveliest green spring from the margin of the bed ; 
the course is strewecl with blocks and boulders, 
immovable except by trcmendo11s violence, and 
down its centre (there has been o. shower amongst 
the highlmuls) already. gushes an angry, brawling 
stream. On both sillcs of the channel, where its 
wnte1'8 extc1lll not, tbe furious summcr-ben.ts have 
gn.shed the grouncl with many a go.ping ~h-cmck : 
~nd, except a Ptrnggling line of stunted mimosas, 
rough and wild-looking na tbc lnnd that bears them, 
there is nothing L>ut the " shadow of the great rock,'' 
as the Hebrew has it, to i>rotect the travell~r's 
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throbbing head from a sun which even at this season 
glows like a. globe of living :fire. 

You will not be astonished to hear that this is a 
hauntied spot. The legends of the country inform 
us that it is tenantied by a Giant Face, the remains 
of some pagan magician whose head was spared, 
whilst his form was consigned to the flo.mes below. 
Its terrible eyes, they say, are. ever fixecl upon those 
of the wayfarer ; they are eternally before him, 
whether he advance or retire, turn to the right or to 
the left, lie supine or lie prone ; vainly -he strives 
to escape them. 

We Unbelievers are not likely to see it ; yet, 
uncouth as the fancy is, we own it, not m· our com
fortable well-lit studies, but when wending our way 
through the dim starlight of the 8cenc, to be o. 
strong superstition, not strange, but rather based 
upon u. known foundation. 

Did you ever when abandoned by your nurse 
to the horrors of a big bed-room, see a grinning 
face advance towards you from the diita.nt apex of 
the huge cone of darkness, visible and palpable, 
which lay before your closed eyes ; advance gradu
ally, but unavoidably, till, despite your struggles, 
its monstrous features were so close to yours that 
you could feel them ; then, almost suddenly, start · 
ho.ck from you, :flit a.way, diminish till nothing but 
the back eyeballs remain in sight, and disappear, 
presently to ret\ll'Il with all its terrors 1 If you 
did, you understand what I ·mean by calling this a 
stro~ superstition. 
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'V c will say nothing, if you pl0asc, about the 
Giant Face before our servants. It is sufficient to 
frighten the boldest Afghan half out of his wits. . 

· There are men and \Voincn, you woulcl hardly 
believe it, on these stones : the heaps of natural 
slabs, piled up against the bill-sides, are their graves. 
Ancl although your unpractised eye cannot detect 
them, I can here and there cat.eh .eight of the tall 
limber spear of some herdsman, sheltering himself 
under a ledge of rock, or concealed behind a line of 
rising ground. The people are partly Sindi, partly 
Beloch : both are equally envagc and ferocious. 'V c 
now travel, hoW'ever, under the formidable escort of a 
no.me, the Devil's Brother, as·H. E. the first Govemo1· 
was dutifully called by his 8ubjects, being still our 
protector. A generation ago we should have re
quired twenty or thirty horsemen to fo~ this pass; 
and then we should not have succ.eeded without a 
a little " sniping" at every spot favourable to the 
unpleasant s:Port. As it is, our men, most of them 
bom plunderera forcibly reclaimed, are talking about 
a fort.a.lice of camels. This barbarous manner of 
field-works is formed by seating the animols in a 
circle, with their heads inside, their quart;era placed 
t.o stop. the balls, n.nd their knees tied and tethered, 
to obviate ·the clanger of a breach being made in the 
curtain or pampct, by part of it leaping frantic
ally from the ground ; while the defenden are 
ensconced behind the inner round of loads and 
pacbaddles which forms the ballium. Such pl'eC&u-· 

. tion, however, thanks to the memory of our ~Id 
General, is quite unnecessary. 
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1.'wo miles beyond Sibt is the Mimosa Dyke, or 
rather the place where it used to be. It was a line 
of earth and stones thrown across the narrow neck 
of the valley, causing the mine o.nd torrents to 
inundate the plat.eau instead or ftowing down the 
N<Ji, or Fiiimara, directly to the lndus. The rent 
which last spring made in it.a side is nearly two 
hundred feet long : the foundation is so narrow, 
and the thrust ~ great; that there is little cha.nee of 
repairing it with permanent success. 

You see, Mr. John Bull, a Beloch family of the 
noble house of Rind : quit,e a different people, aa 
their looks tell, from the half-Sinch poiipoises, like 
lbrdhim Khan, settled on and about the lndus. 
Their features, though comely in youth, are strongly 
marked and unpleasant in mature manhood and age; 
their :figuies are unexceptionable, straight, muscular, 
and symmetrical ; as for their dress, it is the same 
as that worn amongst the wild Arabs before the 
days of Noah, a long wide robe 0£ unbleached 
canvas, buttoned at the throat ; they twist a fold 
of cotton round the temples to guard them from the 
sun, and to confine the long grisly bushes of black 
hair which cloak their shoulders with wild curls ; 
under-garments they have none, and the only pro-· 
tection afforded to their feet against the fiints of the 
hill and the thorD8 of the vale are slippers made 
with the leaves of a dwarf palm.· 

The mm show little fear, the women leu shame, 
in our presence ; they havb heard that we· are not 
likely to harry their goats, asses, and ponies, and 
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they have nothing to lose besides these and thcm-
1elvea. Had they been Bind.is, they would have 
:fted from theit- own well in terror.. But, as they 
will tell UB, they are "sons of the Beloch," that is 
to sa.y, of thieves and soldiers : so, with a fellow
feeling which we cannot reject, even though we might 
object to it, they will sit with us under the thicket 
in the Fiumam bed; admire us whilst we eat 
breakfast ; tempt us to knock over a butcher-bird 
or two flying; consider us o. low order of demi-god, 
and 88Bist in pitching our tent with the honourable 
regard for ihe distinctions of " mine " and " thine " 
saicl to flourish amongst members of the good old 
profession. . A glass of gin will bribe them to return 
in the evening and help us to pass it by means of a 
&trin.gi and a song. Look at their homes, a clump 
of little low awnings of black felt upon a dwarf 
gallows of three poles. Travellers are wont to 
chronicle t.beir lusting to see, and their heart-jump
ings when first seeing, these "blnck tent.a." You 
remark that it is very like a gipsy's encampment: 
Mr. Bull J I feel nlmost inclinccl to leave you 
plan.te. 

The Beloch, accorrling to his own account, is an 
emigrant from Ha.lab (Aleppo) and the adjacent 
provinces of Northern Syria. Asiatic ethnologists 
derive him from the Arabs of El-Hejaz ; but his 
language is of the Indo-Pcrsian family, although 
some linguists suspect in it a " subStratum of 
original tongue," and his app1"'8.mncc bears little 
~mblance ,to that of Isma'il's descendants. The 



The Belock. 159 

eye is the full, black, expressive Persian, not the 
small, restless, fiery Arab organ ; the other features 
are peculiarly high, rcgula1·, and Iranian ; and the 
beard, unerring indicator of high physical develop
ment, is long and lustrous, thick and flowing. The 
race occupies a large portion of these mountains 
and the contiguous provinces to the West, as Mck
ran, Kermd.n, Sfstan and othm·s ; it has spread w 
and wide over the different parts of Central Asiu:. 
even as far south ancl south-west as Maskat, not 
Zanzibar ; while the rcputntion ·of being brave and 
faithful soldiers seldom leaves thr,sc Switzers of the 
Indian East destitute of honourable emplO:YJilont. 

As regards character, the hill lleloch has all the 
nomadic virtues of morality, hospitality, simplicity, 
strong affections, fidelity, stubborn courage, and 
n bigoted attachment to the faith of his fore
fathers. At the same time, he bas, in equal pro
portion, the usual nomadic . vices ; sanguinary 
ferocity, barbarous ignorance, the wilQ.est passions ; 
an insane spit-it of revengefulness, and a love of 
plundering which knows no bounds. 'l"he i·endetta 
wo.s ns activeiy at work in these mountains when 
we took· them as in ·the wilds of Arabia-: even Sir 
Charles Napier found clifficulty in pe1'8unding o. chief 
to forgive him an indefinite man owed by the head 
of a rival tribe. A turban knockcll off would cause 
a blood-feud which lasted for gcncmtions. Such is 
their inborn lust of robhc1y, that, in the goOll old 
times, t1iu wealthiest Snrcltlr woulll sometimes Ul.ke 
to the highway in .llisguisc, me1.Cly for the sake of 



160 Bind Revisited. 

adventure. Their wom~n are their Joo-similes only, 
o.s usunl, a little ·more instinctive and a little less 
reasono.ble, more prone to exc~ and Ieo.cs capable of 
comprehending wbnt "golden mean" sign!fies. The 
Bclocb ha.1:1 learned better thn.n to follow the 
traditiono.ry precept attributed to his Apostle, 

" Sha1viruhunnn. wa khd.lifuhunm.. 1 
" 

He treats his wife in every wo.y a.CJ his equal, and 
11~ readily owns that much more villainy can be 
perpetrated with, tlmn without, the able assistance 
of feminine wits. Whcrens his brother on the 
plains, 'vho has pickecl up o. few sentiments from 
Htttiz and Sa'acli, in bis unaffected contempt for, his 
perfect atheism in, the :c rightS of womA.n " and the 
"purity of tl1e sex," matches any Hindu Pandit 
that ever sat down to overwhelm the daughters of 
Eve with the weight of clefamatory Sanskrit verse 
nncl prose. 

The Beloch emigmtecl to the low-country about 
the midclle of the Inst century, in consequence of 
an invitation from the Kn.lh6m Prince of Bind, 
who, like nn n.gecl husband, chose tho very intimate 
be should have nvoiclcd. He ha.CJ hacl time to de
generate. To many of hi!5 old clefects, ignorance, 
violcn~e, ancl b1i.tfo~hncss of manner, he has added 
new nncl worse. He hns learned to lew:! ._ life of utter 
in<lolence, unll to consider all the animals arou!ld 

1 
u Take cotlnaol of the1n (feminines), and then do e:sactJy the 

contrary of what tbey advise you to do." Certainly, the IOD of 
A.bdnllnh had a habit of u;ying atranp and aometima Ter1 lbarp 
\hinp. 
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him, wife, children, and fellow-creatures, created U> 
aerve him. He has lost the merriment and appre
.ciation of "wut," of a joke, which his mountain
kinsman has : none of his contempt for any art 
higher than the training of a horse, or the flying of 
a falcon. Stupid and apathetic U> the last degree 
he delights in inebriating preparations, and he 
wallows in the mire of debauchery, which accom
panies the free use of stimulant.a in the East. As 
a soldier, he will boast invincibly, fight pretty well 
under the influence of opium, and run away as 
readily as do those whom shame and not "game " 
drives to :fight. He is without skill in tire use 
of arms : as a matchlockman inferior to the Afghan, 
as a swordsman to the Arab, as a spearman to 
the Hindu ; and of the Persian and Syrian Jerid 
(javelin-play) he knows nothing. Yet it would be 
hard to :find a match for the swaggering ferocious
ness of his gait, heightened and set oft by the small 
armoury of weapons, sabre and '»1tislricorde; match
lock and pistol, spear and shield, belt ·and ball-pouch, 
powder-flask and primer, with which Boba.dil pur
poses, ~ngle-handed, to do the work of a host. 

Here ~ey come, ladies and gentlemen ; the 
former bestriding lean, ragged Y d.blis, like Shelties 
or Icelanders, the favourite charger8. Mares are 
preferred to horses, on account of their superior 
endurance, their docility, and their not being in 
the habit of neighing. Formerly, when the <Jh'Ulpdo, 
or raid into the Low-country, formed the busines's 
of a Highlander's life, the quality of silence was 

VOL. IL 88 
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not leas valued than that of tractability. It is 
a favourite Beloeh proverb, that a robber with 
his saddle on a mare has hie saddle on a horse, 
whereas a robber with his saddle on a horse has his 
aaddle on his head.1 The beasts are lean, ragged, 
poor, and ill-favoured, especially when in training ; 
but, in spite of their weedy-looking limbs, the eye 
and the nostrils, the silky coat and bunching muscles, 
show that good and pure blood flows in their veins. 
They are as tame as dogs to their owners, and they 
possess, to a considerable extent, the courage and 
presence of mind, if I may use the expression, which 
the Arab holds to be the true test of the noble 
quadruped. In peraeverance they are indomitable. 
Nothing can· be meaner or more miserable than 
their equipments, a bridle of cord with a jagged bit 
of iron used for a snaftle, and a bare ·wooden saddle 
whose sent reminds you of an obsolete instrument of 
military punishment. Few Europeans would reach 
the end of a short stage, on a. Beloch mare, without 
feeling the effects of it for a week ; the owner, 
however, will travel sixty, seventy, or eighty miles 
on her back, under o. burning sun, without a halt 
or a tlrop of water, and consider the feat a mere 
morning's ride. The pace preferred is the amble, 
occasionally vnriecl by a Jong, loose "Joping " cant.er : 
the beasts a.re nccustomed to keep it up over tbe most 

1 )foaming, that he will probably have to carry the addle home. 
In Cll'd"T to 11Iunder a village you must dismount, and nine or tea 
animals nu11t be entruatod to s aingle pair of hands ; if the7 are 
atallions tbcy are sure to fight, and to break away from the holder ; 
not IO when mares. 
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dangerous paths, and ae for slopes and hille, they 
aecend and descend them more like goo.ts than 
honee. There has been Arab blood in Bind, deepit,e 
the desperately curling ears, and the Beloch pride 
themselves upon their maree, which generally belong 
to more than one owner, like those of the Ru~ 
Bedawin. 

I cannot say that I admire the Duo'Msse de 
Btll"l'i style of equitation in t.hat somewhat too simple 
feminine attire. At the eame time, Mr. Bull, I must 
observe that, with all its faults, it is less 1llllrightly, in 
my humble opinion, and certainly Ieee dangerous, 
than the habit of hanging half oft" the aninial'a ·aide, 
suepended on a peg, with a train ready t,o catch every
thing that comes in its way. Now, however, your 
wife and daughtem have associated their peculiar 
seat, and their over-grown petticoats, with their 
"modesty," eo that a word against them will be a 
pel'BOnal reflection, to be met with counter-person
alities. But perhaps your grand-daukhter, when 
she sees how truly becoming are a pair of large rich 
Skalwdtra, or petticoat-trowsera, and when she feels 
how safe the man's seat is, wilJ, 

-"all for new-fa.ngledneu of gear," 

discard her ridiculous habit, and once more ride as 
nature in1iended her to do. Lady H. Stanhope tried 
the experiment with ·success : I was tiOld by an eye
witness that -nothing could )>e mon correct than 
her appearance-astride. It ia strange, when one 
teflecta about it, that the European on horseback 
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must preserve the only troublesome, unsightly, ancl 
dangerous part· of her dress, when she_ .exchanges 
her bonnet for a hat, wears a cravat, and encloses 
her bust in what much reiembles a shell-jacket, 
still more the upper garment of a "buttons." 

The matrons and maidens ·will retire to their 
romantic, uncomfortable abode, the black tent.a: 
they are not afraid of us, but cc etiquettie,'' odious 
word I forbids them to Bit with the men. Our 
only chance of amusement is from the BM,t or 
bard, that individual with fierce features, and eyes 
rolling in a fine frenzy, produced, I fear, by sundry 
dmught.s of gin, with which our Mgan servants 
have been privately plying him. His instrument 
is a dried gourd, with a handle to form notes, 
and three strings of brass wire, which emit sounds 
that twang like· the whizzing of an angry hornet's 
wings. Such is the Tambtl·r of the hills. 

The language of these mountaineers is the 
Belochki, an unpolished cognate dialect of that 
venerable and most beautiful tongue, the Persian. 
It is easily learned, as the vocabulary is meagre, 
being confined to the names of things ; and the 
grammar is even less complicated than that of ow: 
own tongue. But it contains little or no literature ; 
and the days are not come 11then "sharp youu.g 
men" who aspire to become cc politicals" turn their 
attiention to it: ao that, with the exception of two 
or three enthusiastic linguists, we have heaid it 
spoken and recited for the last forty years without 
ottempting to grammar and dictionary it. The 
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e1Fusions of our bard may not be uninteresting 
to you : only you will excuse my not attempting to 
fringe th~m with rhyme, or in any way to clothe 
them in a poetical dress, for the best of reasons, 
namely, that they are essentially prosaic. 

The first specimen is of a devotional nature, a 
vbidique histoi,1·e, usually impromptu'd d loisir, 
containing, as Orient.al poetry is so fond of doing, 
a moml or religious lesson, which at first sight 
appears no lesson at all. The apparent truism of 
the following is, that the Almighty is almighty : 
ita inner sense I could explain in a Sermon by an 
ex-Subaltern, if you would listen to it: • 

TBB TALE OF BARI A.ND ISA· 
Give ear, 0 ye aona of the Belooh, 
Whilat I recount to you a true tale ! 
As W, the Prophet of Alla.h, 
Wu travelling, Faldr-like, over the earth, 
Seeing it.a wonden and it.a waatea, 
Be came into a desert land 
Where no river nor K&riz was, 
Nor green fields, nor waving cropa. 
Dreadful mountains roae on all four llidea 
Round a plain of und and flint, 
On which stood a atump {of tree) one cubit high, 
And propped againat it Mt B4ri1 the hermit, 
Meditating with hi.a shroud 1 over hia head, 
Upo.n the might of Rabb Ta''1L' 
lad. considered him awhile, 
Then, advancing, he touched hia ahoulder, 
Saying, "Tell me truly, how doat thou livel 

· What eat.eat thou in this grainleu place, 
And what drinkeat thou where no wat.er ii I " 

1 A. fllilfMnlo Mori, fubionable amonpt Butem dnot.eel. · Bo 
the Ioeluulfl'I i>zovide their ooSlna In D:aiddle age. . 

I The Onator.. . 
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B'1:i niled hia head frnn1 his bread 
Be Wll old uul 1tone-blind, 
I& a.. 1J1N IOl'8 b7 continued beeHng, 
Aud hia bcmll, tbroup futing, pieced Jaia a1dD : 
1"8' hia hem wu u the li(e of the l8e4 
nu •nn. 1n • wi'1mecl home.' 
Be oompnlumW (the queetion) uul tlnl8 np1lec1, 
Weeping uul ez.olaimhw, II w' nil£ 1 • 
Bow aaa man dou~ the Oreator'I miPt t 
Sit clown bJ me for aw~, 
I mow tlul8 the powe:r of Allab." 
Then the dmlap lhot up t.i11 it became 
A. noble towmfng tne ; 
At morning pl'&J9ll it bepn to grow, 
.And. {pneemlJ) abadowed the pound .... ; 
At .mMMaJ berriel appeared upon it, . 
Bansinl in flltoonl like the JOUD1 brab'I frait. 
In the afternoon thq became brightl7 ncl, 
Al the date wha it tau. from the tree : 
Befon the IUD ... thq 'ftl9 ripe. 
1l'lom each bouah the buncllll hung 
Oool u water in a canrn, 
~ .. the 1upr8 ill pandile, 
l'it for Prophetl and lrlartyn to eat. 
Then laid JMri, "Thou .... Allah'• mipt, 
Bow Be can feed Bia children in the wute I 
l'raita pew upon the (wi'1mecl).$mp, 

1 Keaning, thu hie heut ill hie withered bolom wu •the prm 
of life in the clrJ llld-a true l'JtbagonUa, OrieDW idea. 

• Wa Waill.; 11 a1u I and a1u I.. The Anbio aolN11NiOll ia. 
put into JMri'1 mouth on aooount of the aandnea of Ilia ohanater. 
Sliat.t, pl'OJhetl, uul 111p1, 11'8 alwa71 IDAlle to speak u SemitlaaDJ 
upcmible. 

I In the" d&JS when lllpl' of &DJ Jdacl WU a zm:it.r, m OOllM

qlledJ • deliouJ, 01ll' Bngliah poet.I u..a the wold dll a .W. 
appetite in their oomparilom. Now the m.etaphcr ia IP' to o6ncl 
the Mllllti'f8 ... , loug aocaatomed to ..,.,..... ...... wOld with 
• ..._,. c&eu.iou, or tinlome colonial pieft1IOll. But iD 
Penlan; ~ (IDpl') dill holda ill pound. u a ti aiDdle for· 
oJaoioe thiDp; for inetance, a "~~ ,.-• ill a. 
oomplimmwhich m&J becdrand to the daiD.tied clamlllita tlll Jaad. 



7" &W JAg.niL 
" .. · ~ . I . 

w ..... tram .. ngecl '°*' 
All t.hiDp obq ~~Of an, 
D II (aalJ) ~ tW ioubta uacl clla1Jelin&• 

... it~ ... ~ 
So, \»7 'liq ...... it\&~'° me. 
....... of~~ .. • 
~ iDJ"IOllgia c1oM,. 
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Nothing can ~tt.er illustram the intienaity of 
clanni•h feeling amoiigat the mo~ti&inem than the 
few following lines, whiCh re~t · tM Rind to be 
lord and maSt.er of ~ the other ~ptB, who, more
over, are described to be ao low 8.nd worthleaa, that 
tAe ·Bbid'a bro~er~in-law absolutely refused to take 
them u hii bdde'a dowry. · We we ·p~oeophical 
($c8tiCb.) Big~d81'8, Mr. Bull, some of these 
people's ideal woUld be lllghly · in,t.ereating t6 us·: 

The Kiclcb, the Ga'bola, the Oadhia, - the Pulaolol, 
The Npun, ...a the law1- Karrt.,1 

W .. all DOq1n blit' llaY• to Ohabr (CA. Bind). 
Bep .... tb811\f.ohil~~ .. 
._ ·1aer clowrJ, when u. mamecl lBclhiJa; 
But the latter nfuaed to take them, 
~ Uft9 were IO 'rile, et.o.1 eto. 

'fo conclude with ~ "tale of tra.e love," ti 
'flrlandaiae 80 far, that the hero camea ofF ·the 
heroine by main force, lm~king, e.t the same time, 
every one lie can on the head ; a la Be'loch in ·that, 
amidst all the transports o~ clasping to his bosom a 
charming bride, he by no ine&tll. negleetB to secure 
aU th& transporta~le g(>®a. and,. chatt.els belonging 

. . .. . . . . . . . . 
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to her paternal progenitor. By the effect which the 
song will produce upon the audience, you will decide 
that the bard has rightly chosen, and has skilfully 
handled, his s~bjcct : 

Bndue my t.ongue, 0 Allah, with truth I 
117 love ia a pigeon, a pea-hen in pit, 
A miat-oloud in lightneu, in form a Peri ; 1 

And her locb are like the tendrila of the creeping lhrub • 
.Burned for her DlJ' heart with 18C1'8t longing, 
As the camel-Colt, t.om from hia dam'a aide. 
At length, when the tute of life wu bitter OD !DJ' palate, 
Came t.be old minatrel carrying hia guitar; 
In hia hand waa a. t.oken from tll.&t loveq maid ; 
Then mJ' withend heart bloomed as the tree in spring, 
And amilea of joy like the dawn lighted. m1 brow. 
"Coµie, come, m1 compmiou, ye lawleaa Beloch, 
Whoa fame for theft ia great 1. 
Bind on yo11l' high-priced aworda I 
Seize your pliapt apeara ! 
Looae yo"1' mares from their pickets aud heel-ropea, 
Lot thu1111>rance while you bind on their h~-gear, 
And girth their aaddles with the worked stirrup-irom ! 
Now ride we like ravening wolves 
Towo.rda the sheep-house, the Low-country I " 
I mount my steed, whose ears are like reed.I, 
And pnah on bravely tbrough the night, 
Till, without baiting, wo arrive before dawn 
At the flourishing Raj,' on the Pir-wd.h, 
Where ~vea my fairest of 111aiden1, 
Amongst lovely dantea in the reed-huta. 
I opened the curtains of her abode, 
And crept in disguised in a beggar's blanket: 
As !}le tree joys at the prospect of the bloaaom, 
So expanded niy heart with delight, 
The tonuenta of niontba left my heart. 

1 Thia word is feminine in all the Indian dialecta ., o one, the 
llultd.nl, which admits a Pen\, or male fair,y. · 

1 Tlie generic name for a Sindian village in the Wilcl puW of the 
eounb'J'; situated, we are told~ on one of the one hundred wa&er
counes bearing the name of Pil'-'Wdh, or "Saint'Hanat " 
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8aicl m7 love, "How can I pa.rt from m1 mother, 
Por my father to heap cunea upon her head I" 
I wept raining ahowen of tean, 
But her will wu hard u the hilla of the Beloch. 
Then I ll8ized her pliant form in m7 &1'111111 
And with the end uf mJ' turban I stopped her mouth : 
She 1tragled. like the kid in the tiger'• jaw, 
But 1100D ahe rested her head on my shoulder. 
ThQD e&me out the players of the sword-fight, 
Gul.IR, S&ja.lo, and Bahnm the brave,1 

With two hundred dought7 men at a.nu, 
Spearmen and bowmen, m&DJ a one. 
We wan aixt,. in all, thiev• of renown, 
WhOl8 n&me1 were terrible in the Low-countq. 
Quicld7 we mounted and wheeled our ateeda, 
And shouted "Allah I"• and couched our 1peu1, 
And fell upon them amiting with our aworda 
The f&cea and jan.of the shielded foe, 
Till man7 had fallen, and the rest ied 
l'rom. the aight of our bay-coloured morting mana. 
~ pushed we our beuta to speed, 

• 

And drwe off all the camela and goata we could find. 
That night the clouds nfr&inecl to r&iD, 
The 1t&n twinkled bright u maidena' .,,.., 
And the moon ahone upon the 1tony 'P&th. 
We G&IU8 back unharmed. to our reating-p]ace, 
Where druma beat gladl.J' to 1ee ua again. 
We out Iota with arrows and atraw1 for the plunder. 
117 bride wu pleued with none but me, • 
She hu fcqotten her mother, her pl&Jmatel, and her 

oompaniom, 
.And wa1b with & dainty bo7 OD her hip.' 

Such ia th8 tale of the bard; 
Gent.lell, mJ aong ia done I 

I The DUD89 of the oppoling 8indi wanion. 
• The war-err; theae pious thie't'ea never rob, aave in the mme 

of Allah. Koreover, thq cuuiatio&U.7 juatifJ' theft b7 maJri"I it 
a oompal8cq act of oh&rity, demanding, for imta.noe, JOUI" aoat, and 
nproMbing 7011 with hard head for .... UDJD.Oved • fellow
«natun'a Mmi-nmliQ". Oblerve ihat when fighting ia oa the tapia, 
tbe b&rd fmpt.a ~ about the maiden, who, poor thiq, hu pio'babJ.7 
hem fibzowD lib a ac1r:of oom..,,.. a Y'bd. (pcmy), anddriY8D oil 
to • ......, p1aoe of aafe&J'b7 ... fellow ... OMDOfi taJd. 
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We :will hang a ·red cott.on ~wl round the 
bard's neck, in token of full approval, and dimni• 
our friends to tht)ir afFeciionatie wives, children, 
and mares, with a few presents of cheap finery. 
So ahall the memory of our visit to these moun
tains endme for many a long year. 

You need not hesitate to slumber_ in peace, air. 
The fellows have eaten our salt, and they are as 
true to that condiment as any Arab. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

'rBB LAKKf PASS, AHD l'.rs EVIL SPIRIT--S:iRW AN, 

ITS BEGG.ABS AND ITS ".A.LEXANDEB.'8 OAKP." 

You may not be sorry to ·hear, Mr. Bull, that you 
have now seen the worst of our Unharpy V ailey; 
all that remains is the pretty o.nd the picturesque
in fact, Sindia Felix. 

Three stages • from Unarplir, along the right or 
westiern bank of the river, stages so utt.erly unin
teresting that they hardly deserve a place in your 
diary, lead us to Amin, a large settlement with 
wattle pent-roofs as well as fiat +erra.Ce& · Here, 
after a broad reach, the river forms a gut about 400 
yards wide. North of the village, on the right 
bank, is a mound of white silt, supposed to con
ceal claeical ruins to which, of course, no one has 
yet applied the spade ; and the narrow is supposed, 
very foolishly, to be the croasing place of Alen.nder 

I B'r.aaelJ,,. Gopuaa, tJdrieln mil• I JU.j)imcl, fourtem J ...., 
t;nln ; aacl Amiri, twelve. The W ii a AourilhiDa 'rilllp, 'baabcl 
bJ tlae piatanlque EWhwan. Bidp, ma here the nUa bacl ~ laicl 
down, aac1 •t.roll.7 cou1a won, in lknh, 18'18. The atoae blutea 
ia the a4Joinillc hilla uul 1lled IOI' 'bridpl wu wq poor. 
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gnd his Macedonia.us. Thence we make the little 
Lakkf village near the Pass and the Ridge of that 
name. 

The Range appears to be almost within stone
throw of our tent, but the clearness of the atmo
sphere takes from the distance : it is at least three 
miles off. The dead alluvial fiat of white silt and 
dirty-green tamarisk, the creation of the lndus, 
sweeping up to the southern and the east.em base, 
adds the majesty of height to their stature : they 
are scarcely twelve hundred feet above the level of 
the lowland, they seem to be three thousand. At a 
distance nothing can be more beautiful than the 
bluish-green tint, a mixture of air and Jaw'8i 
(the eamel-thom), which envelops them: nothing 
grander than the forms of their knobby outline, the 
knobbiest I ever saw ; of their fantastic peaks and 
pinnacles, heads and caps ; the horizontal bands or 
steps of darker hue ; the sombre ravines streaking 
their huge flanks ; their precipitous slides and broad 
slopes, here shelving into the plain, there buttres
sing the mighty wall against the encroachments of 
the violent river. As we approach the foot, and 
the colours fade into a dull and sunburnt isabelline 
tint, we remark a disposition of the strata striking 
the least geological eye. Huge layers of pebbles 
appea.r pitched upon their edges, and ·dovetailed 
into one another, here in acute, there in obtuse, 
angles, as if o. terrible convulsion of· nature of 
yore had heaved the original crust of earth high 
. up in the air, and then breaking it into massy 
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fmgmcnts, hod lert it exposed to view·, the memento 
of her mighty sport. Hence, viewed from the River 
southwards, where the Ridge nppears to dnm the 
stream at right-angles, the peculiar wavy lines of 
stmtification. The general appearance reminds us 
of the driest and wildest parts of the Anti-Libanua. 

'Ve must visit the chief point of attraction in 
Lo.kki J ebcl, despite the trouble it will give us. 
Our path leads towards a fissure, a split in the heart 
of the mountain, ,1,,Yble from afar, and conspicuous 
from the River as o. kind of covered-way running 
obliquely up the southern flank. The rocks on 
both sides of the ravine raise their corrcspontling 
forms, at this distance bleak and bare looking, 
against the unbroken milk-blue of the firmament 
beyond. As we near the gloomy place, our admira
tion of it.a desolation increases. We exchange the 
road for a goat-path, dismount and toil slowly up, 
threading our way through blocks and boulders, 
which the action of the wa1ier has part;ed from their 
parent-clliFs, and under impending maesea, that 
frown as if the least pretext woultl make them fall 
and crush us. The dell narrows rapidly from two 
hundred to fifty feet, and the tall sides become per
pendicular enough almost to exclude the soft light 
of the setting sun, whose last smile is reflected by 
the upper peaks with a lovely bluaJ:a. Through the 
bottom of this black gash runs a hot and dingy 
rivulet, filling tbe air with closeness and fctid 
steam, as it iwirls down its white chalky bed, 
coa1ied with yellowish sulphureous deposit. 'Vo ap-
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proach ita source, and .the bubblbig sound changes 
t,o a roar, heighiened by the echoes that surround 
it, while. the spiny light.a seDsibly upon our toiling 
forms. Here the sick wash and become whole, a 
form of mimculoua cure which we have seen else
where. 

Thie, you mo.y discern by the many emblems of 
it.a worBhip scattered about, is a place of Hindu 
1)ilgrimnge, DMra Tirtha, as they ~ it. The 
M.oslcms olso bold it a holy spot, the abode of that 
reverend man DMran Pfr. The " Gentoos" ho.ve 
a goodly superstition connect;ed with the scene : in 
the old time of Brahma's . superiority, it was a 
favourite locak for those acts of religious suicide 
with which Pagan ascetics loved t,o conclude the 
i)resent form of existence. Whenever one of the 
order wished to ascertain from the Deity whether 
his time for ·emancipation had come, he BBC8D.ded 
to the source, and aft.er ablution, prayer, and 
meditation, he prepared to pass the night upon 
that little platform of black rock. If fierror de
prived him of sleep, it was a sign from HeaVe11 that 
tha mortal Coil was not to be ahuSled off ao 
auddeDly : if he slept composedly, the nezt dawn 
waa deatbJ.ed t,o witness his liberation from the 
world of Matt.er, and. the absOrptioJi of his soul into 
the Belf-ezi&tmt whenee it wia ~ One aevere 
trial of the devotee's faith wns a feminine a;pm .. 
tion hauntmg the black cave, or mther hole, iD. the 
rock«de opposite. ihe platform. The ascetic who, 

· aecluced by her beautiful form and hUmomo'liB 
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accent.a, accepfied her invitation to a t8te-t!-t"6, was 
fated to die, like the lovers of preternatural persons 
in general, unpleasantly. On the other hand, when 
Fate willed mercy, an unseen arm of irresistible 
power arose to cheek him, as his body was toppling 
down headlong into the deep and rocky bed of the 
sulphur-stream. 

Stop, Mr. Bull, I am thinking of Vaucluse
Nero'a Baths-all manner of classicalities. And, 
Bntn nous, I am rapidly growing poetical ; ao I 
should advise you, no amateur of such things, to 
leave me for a petit quart <l'Aetwe while the 
paro:qam expends itaelf. 
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Upon it. horrid mouth, I ween, 
The foot of man hath never been : 
The fouleat bird of prey would shrink 
To natle on that noilome brink. 

:Now the warm cauldron'• auJphur,y cloud upieething, 
Aa fumea that Stygian pit uhales, 
The cavern'• pitchy entrance veila, 

Then in the wind'• cold breath the vapoun 11'1'eathina, 
Diuolve-again tho eye-de&nea 

The dripping portals' jaged lin& 

A glorious vision from that cave, 
Glittered before m7 gazing e79, 
A 11eraph-face, like one that beam1 
Upon hil sight, whun blillful clrearu 
Bo11nd. holT hermit's pillow 11.y. 
A form of light, u souls that cleave 
Tho darbome dungeon of the grave, 
When awful Judgment Hour !s nigh. 
And O, tbat voice ! Can wor4a esprea 
The fulncu of ita lovelineu, 
Jta rare and wondrous melody! 
Ah, no I no nwrtal tongue may be 
Ru powerful in pooa7 I 

Might I hut gaze upon that brow, 
Might I but hclll' that witching strain, 

The jo)'I that all tbe Seven Olime1 1 know, 
The charms that all the Heavena show, 

Were mine-but mine in vain. 

A moment pau'd tbo sound away, 
l'Aded the -riaion from my sight; 
And all WU u it WU before, 
Vapour and gloom and deaf'ning roar. 
Then loft arose that sound apin
Apin appeared that form of light 
Athwart the blue miat, purelT white; 

1 KOlllema, J have a.id,. count 1even heavena ; flw7 a1ao nckcm, 
after the fuhion of the Oreeb and clwica1 poiraphen, l8Y8D 

clina&tes 011 earth ; their "Batt-Iklfm," therefon, 1D8UU1 thil 
1ubl11nal'J •orl<J. Thia ia blending together two npent.itiom, 
J;lb1du and llU11nlnmn, but, n'importe. 
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Al from the main, at break of day, 
&primp high to hea'\'eD the lil'\'817 •Jft7· 

She beckoneth to me, 
And in that llDile there is 
Pronme of love aud blial, 
BadmiDg eaclleuly. 

Whirled my brain, my heedleu· foot 
A1rudy left the verge, 

When the wateJ'otlpirit poun 
Bil bolt.a of feathe17 aurge. 

Where iron rocb, around, beneath, 
Stand quick to do the work of death. 
When, 1wift u thought,· an icy arm 

ApiUt my falling boeom preat ; 
It. mighty touch diaolved the charm, 

Al 1un1 diapene the mi1t. that rest • 
On heather;r mountains' dewy oreat. · 

I heard the angry waten ran, 
I 1&w the honon of. the gr&Te 

That yawned to gulf itl pre1 ; 
And lt&rted. back in auoh dismay, 
Al wretch that, waked from midnight sleep, 
Deecriel through abadowa, glooming deep, 
The ghost of murdered "Yictim glide, 
In gory robel, Jaia couch beaide. 
I looked towarda the darkling c&'\'81 

No more the "Yi.lion glittered there, 
No muaio charmed the echoing air,-
Tbat ltr&in IO 1weet I That face IO fair 1-
And, but for oae lhrill1 abriek. · 
Of 6endiah rage that am.ote mine ear, 
Anct, but for one horrent thrill 
That aeemed with ice my veim to tu, 
Well bad I deem.'d 'twu J'uaoT• freak, 
That ll08De, wh.oae vivid featuru lie 

. On~ pap tned durably. 

It's all over, Mr. Bull · 
.Our moniing's ride from Lakld to &shwan is 

about thirt9en miles. The first third of the· old 
"t'OL. D. 84 
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road lies across a plain, whoae dimeuions narrow 
rapidly as we advance. 'l:'hen co~~ces • atiaight 
0<1mic11.e of some length, with the crumbling p.e
cipitous bank of the rapid riv:er on one aide,.on'tbe 
other a perpendicular rock risiiig abruptly seven or 
eight hundred feet above our heads. A few years 
ago, when Sir John Keane's force marched up by 
this road, there was a long flat of alluvial formation 
covered with old and stately trees ; now the river 
even atfiempts to undermine the rocky wall which 
opposes it. In some places the ledge was so· narrow 
that our ~els, marching in Indian file, looked 
dangerously situated : it has been widened to 
eight;een feet, and has its garde-Jou. on the outer 
edge. Reaching the tip of: this tongue' of land 
which, seen from the River, seems to fall into it, the 
old road strikes abruptly leftwards,· windll;lg through 
a st.eep and rugged cleft in the Jut spur of the 
Lakki mountains. Unless we wish to b:reak our 
horses' knees, we had better again dismount and 
lead them. There is also a view l;o look at ; and 
you may be curious to see the miseries which our 
unhappy beasts of burden endure, when compelled 
to place the soft cushions of their feet upon the 
rollingsooneeoftheascen~ 

Standi~g close to the police-station which, with 
due allownnce for latitude and longitude, reminds 
me of many a little guard-house in that barbarous 
region the Apennines, we comman4 a p~pect Qf 
the plain below. The ee:g>entine ~otm· 'of the . 
shn1oken Indus, lying . in its 'sandy ~. ~d -..~-
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ruftled by the least breath of win~ here glows 
crimson with the light of the rising sun ; there, 
screened from his horizontal rays, flows li~e a line 
of quicksilver, pole as the face of the morning sky. 
Near, the dull green of the young tamarisks, which 
overgrow the plAin, breaks through the veil of thin 
vapour still floating over the dewy earth : in the 
distance lies a mass of bold hill, azure and gold 
above and darkly purple below, - where it unites 
with the level ground. · 

Comical enough is the demeanour of those saga
cious animals, our camels. .They measure the steep 
and scan the pt,t.th with a mingled exprepio:Q of 
curiosity and apprehension. The foremoat halts, 
roa.ra, curls its ugly little tail, and wheels round so 
abruptly as almost to cast the load: the rest of the 
line is. thro\Vn into confusion; box grating loudly 
against box, o.nd bag violently flattened by bag. 
Ensues the usual scene. N ose-stringa are spitefully 
clutched and jerked ; ' quarters. are upmercifully 
poked and belaboured; and a hundred curses are 
chattered in half the time it would take you to pro
duce a dozen. As usual, the human brute wins the 
day. The unruly Ships of the Desert, conquered 
and dejected, with a s'iJ, fai,,t il faut expression on 
every feature, come slowly clambering, slipping, and 
tottering up the path ; roaring pitjably at the hard 
necessity, and chewing the cud betWeen, w biles, like 
hungry o~d ma~ns dining heartily in a state of 
grievous a&liction. I have. elsewhere attempt.ed to 
show how inappiieable is ihe term. ''pa~t" applied 
to the ea.met · ' · · 
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And now, aft.er de&<".ending, we pass over a 
hillocky, sandy, rocky plain, about three miles in 
length ; we descry a maaa of houses elu&tered at the 
base of a huge flat-topped mound ; and, in due COU1'88 

of time, we find ourselves sitting in expectation of 
our tent.a, under the hospitable jujube-trees of a 
StShwan garden. 1 

S~hwan, or, as the place is more grandiloquently 
called, Sewist&n, is, we must own, a city of some 
antiquity, disposed as our .minds are by the exag
gerations . of the archmologist.a to deny everything 
deniable. It is mentioned by the native annalists 
oa one of the six forts which the Hindu rulem of 
Bind were careful to garrison and 1'6pair. After·the 
thirteenth century of our era it rose to distinction 
by the favour of a certain saint, to whose t.omb we 
shall presently perform the traveller's pilgrimage. 
When our rule began the place declined in the scale 
of prosperity. The river played it tricks: far 
from being a "permanent water-way," it ran close 
to the town in 1844; in 1870 it had edged off 
seven or eight miles, and now it is returning within 
:four or five. Nothing could be more miserable 
a1lll dilapidated than the appeamnce of the 
town : its alleys and iu baf.zd.r were filthy amongst 
tho filthy, and not even Coleridge himself could 
define and generalize the genera and species of its 
D.uuseous odours. Formerly, also, it was a. place of 
some militaiy ns well as ·religious importance, com~ 

1 Fron1 Kotri to &-11wan, 00 milea•three da79 b7 camel; fzom 
. lWhwan to Sakl1ar, 1401uifoa~fuur day• and a half. . 
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manding the passage of the Indus: now, as you see, 
the river, it.s great stand-by, has gradually deseited 
it. The climate was celebmted as the moet dele
terious and deadly of this mia.smat:•. land: in the 
hot season it was a furnace ; one glance at the hap
less population was proof palpable of its effects upon 
the body and mind of man. And, as is the case, I 
believe, in all sacred places and holy cities, from 
Rome to Meccah, the inhabitants are a very dis
reputable rar.e. During the last quarter of a 
century, however, it has risen, and as a milway 
st.ation it will regain its old pros~rity. 

Behwan, when first occupied by us conquerors, 
was not a.pleasant place to vis~t, as you may judge 
from the following account of a trip to the tomb. 

We were surrounded, as soon as sighted, by a 
host of pauper cripples, the young and old ·of both 
sexes : at every turn a knot of beggars, obstructing 
our way, added a few units to the throng; every 
one was a mendicant ; the very babies looked im
patient to be oid enough for begging. . This gentle
man deserves your special noti~ He is a Kalan
dar, 1 or Calendar, &8 those. dear old Frenchified 
Arabian Night.s do so delightfully <'.onfuae the word, 
and an excellent specimen of bin class, the vagrant 
'8int, is he. His long, matl.ed, filthy locks are 
crumpled up under a caloUe of gieasy felt, formed 
like a weafiern fool's-cap ; hia neck, ·arms, and lega 

1 Tim A.n.biG wozd ii properl7 appJW oal7 to a 8118, or X,.tia, 
who worb out hia on llolvation witliout the guidance of a lpiri.~ 
muter : the d'eOt of nob lndependenoe of lpirit ii ..-.U, to 
produce a n:rrobate of 10me dininction.. 
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are bare : and a woollen cloth, of pepper and salt hue, 
purposely fashioned like a shroud to show how dead 
the scoundrel is to the pQmps, '·a.nities, et cetera, 
covers his gaunt, angular carcase. In one hand he 
carries a rosary, whose every bead is the size of a 
hoy's " taw ; " in the other the dried gourd from 
'vhich he pours forth libations to Bacchus, and in 
which he receives the -alms of the charitable : under 
his arm is a huge black-wood bludgeon, not a bad 
instrument for furnishing the long wide galni, or 
wallet, which loads his broad back. If the costume 
be remarkable, the wearer is a real curiosity in point 
of countenance and demeanour. I never beheld, 
even amongst the horrid-looking devotees of India, 
a face in which the man, the baboon, and the 
fiend, so fearfully and so wonderfully blend. As for 
the ugly individual's manners, you will soon see 
enough of them.. 

He is a.ware that we are approaching : though 
be neither moves from his seat, nor opens his half
closed eyes, he shows consciousness by stringing his 
rosary over his wrist, and by drawing forth the 
horn of a wild goat, through which he begins to 
too-too with lugubrious perseverance. He then 
stretches .out his cup, expecting alms. 

"Give to me, men, give to me, d'ye hear me ! " 
I will make him show off his politeness. 
"Tak~ this bountf', 0 Fakir t-a rupee-nd let 

us have the benefit of thy prayers in return for it 1 " 
The fellow receives the coin in his gourd, rises 

slowly from the· ground, and retreats a step or two, 
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keeping bis fiery red eyes shifting between the pre
sent and our countenances. He is direly offended. 

" Bounty I-May Allah preserve you (with des
perate irony). Bounty I it is my right-my ·due
my daily bread-my God's gift, not yours 1 One 
rupee ; 0, ye brothers of H&tim I 1-one rupee I 
Time was when men gave me a thousand. You 
wear the Moslem cloak-ye crows dressed in parrot's 
feathers I-Corpses and eaters of corpses I-whose 
faces are blacker than yours ! There, go your 
ways. A bad road and a curse t.o you." 

When visiting Holy Places, Mr. Bull, I always 
make up my mind t.o eat some " dust." We might 
order our Afghan servants, who, in spite of the 
sanctity of Kalandarhood, look eagerly for the job, 
t.o instmct the fellow in the bimiseances. But he 
would certainly use his staff; the dagger might 
then appear, and the consequence would be serious. 
Besides, he is a reverend whom the cloth protect.a. 
It will be better t.o leave him a Roland for.his Oliver, 
and to get through our pilgrimage as quickly as 
possible. 

"Abubakr, Umar, and Usman be-confounded. I 
Go thy ·ways, 0 follower of an infamous patron 

. saint f " 1 

We leave him speechless with fury •. 

1 H4tim, the moat generous of the A.rabl, Jiad a 'blother, who, 
attempting and failiDg to imitate hi~ bu IU008ldecl ia 'begmpj"I · 
etemall7 oelebnt.ed for aftl'ice and ill.iberaliV· . . 

• It ii a deadq insult to abule a man'• "P&" (spiritual pide). 
Bo eTe the M'altele Ohriltian II.JI, "Y.:bik JUad•w D11D 
rabb-K "-'b.ll'D the Patna Saint who brougll~ thee 11po 
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cc Are b4p 1-0, my father I " cries a per&On of 
flaunting dress and jaunty demeanour, standing and 
staring at us as if she had been a snarer and netter 
of Regent Street. " What inen are these ! Are ye 
going t.o pass through S.Shwan, fellows, without 
engaging me for a Na1ch ! Infidel Franks I Blights 
upon the land I ~ou ruljng instead of Amirs
locusta that you are I " 

That· mouth · it will be impOBBible to close : we 
find it 0 more bitter than death ; " our only way 
to so.ve our ears from the cc cudgel of her tongue," 
is to get ·beyond it.a range as speedily as we can. 
I will not, however, neglect to leave behind ~ few 
such cc counf,er-chccks quarrelsome '' as cc Thy locks 
be shaved I-dame of all the dogs I "-cc May thy 
nose drop oft', eater of the pig I"-" May the jack
ass that carries thee (i.e. in procession through the 
bd.z4r) be a big ·ass I "-"May sweepers depos.it their 
burden upon thy corpse, 0 widow woman I "-cc 0 
thy mother, 0 thy sister, female fiend I " 

We leave the person bl~wing off her wrath in a 
long howl •. varied and modu]ated by patting the 
palm of her hand against the circular orifice formed 
by "her lips. This is tlie Indian and Sindian way 
of doing what Mrs. Bull would effect b]' springing 
a rattle, or shrieks of" Murder I "-raising the neigh
bourhood. 

Everything in this place •.emed to hat.e us. 
Even the pet tiger, as he catches sight of our whit,e 
faces, Makes oft' the purring little cata that amuse 
themselves with \vulking over his broad flanks ; 
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springs up, glaring at us with bloodthirsty eyes, 
and ears viciously 1lattened upon his back, and 
walka round his cage as fast as his feet, lamed by 
the retractile claws growing into the 11esh, allow 
him. The ferocious beast obtains almost religious 
honoun from the superstitious populace, who, by 
some curious zoological process, connect him with 
Hazrat Ali, 1 their favourite hero. His cage door 
is scarcely fastened, and his refectory is most boun
tifully supplied. When he amuses himself with 
tearing off the arm that offers him food, all predict 
to the maimed one good luck and high honour in 
this world and the next. He has lately been play
ing this trick. H you wish to irritate the crowd 
around his box, you have only to propose, with a 
serious face, what you think the savage brute most 
dese1'Ves-shooting. 

This quadrangle with dome and lantern is the 
honoured tomb of Usm&n-i-Merwandi, popularly 
called the Kalandar (honmv causti) Ld.l Shahbaz, 
or the Red Falcon of Merwand, his natal province. 
He owes his curious ecclesiastical titles solely to his 
own exertions. Having once sat for a whole year 
in an iron pot placed upon a broiling fire, to imitate 

. lbrdlrlm, 1 his skin, when he issued from the place of 
trial, had, as might be expected, exchanged the 
pallor of sanctity for a deep tubicund hue. On 

1 One of Ali'• title. being "The Viotorioua Lio& of the Lord.• 
- • Abraham, ~ UDjUltlJ acouecl of impiet)' bJ hil father, 

Aar the idol-maker, wu t.hrown b7 the wicked Nimrod Imo a 
Aer.r farnw, which fotf.hwith became a bed of w So writ. 
KOlllem HolJ Writ. 
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another occasion he assumed a winged form to 
rescue a brother in Allah from the stake upon 
which an infidel king had exalted hie venerable 
form. Hence he ie called Lal Shahbaz, a name that 
at once embodies the heads of hie exploit.a, and dis
tinguishes him from hie fellows, scarlet hawks being 
novelties in the animal creation. Heedless of this 
nonsense, you will probably judge him kindly when 
you hear that according to history he was a quiet, 
harmless old gentleman, who, veey like many a 
Fellow of Christ Church ·and Trinity CQllege, pre
ferred. single blessedness ; became highly moral as 
he advo.nced in years, and died, leaving behind him 
a high reputation as a grammarian, a logician, a 
philologist, and a divine. There are point.a of dif
ference in the comparison : the Kalandar, I fear, was 
"Low Church," and probably never drank crusty old 
port. Among the Hindu~ he is Rajah Bhartari. 

The Mausoleum, one of the Seven Wonders of 
the Sindian World, for magnitude as well as magni-

. ficence, would be a third-rate building in any eemi
civilized part of India. In order to view the shrine, 
we must deposit our slippers at the threshold: then, 
perhaps, the jingling of a few rupees in our pocket.a 
may induce the surly, scowling crowd to open a 
ready way~ En paBBant, remark if you please the 
remains of ,splendour on the doors: anciently they 
were plates of massive silver, with gold locks, pad
locks, and hinges; now. wood ie more extensively 
used. The interior is dark, dingy, and insufferably 
. close, filled in equal proportions with animal caJ.o~c, 
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the fumes of rancid incense, and the heavy smoke 
of long-wick'd oil-lamps. Under the dome is the 
holy place, covered with a large satin pall, and hung 
over with a variety of silken, velvet, brocade and 
tinsel articles, shaped like your grandmother's pet 
pincushion or the little hearts w_hich you may see in 
Southern Europe. The walls, dimly illumined by a 
ray of light from door or lamp, are garnished with 
votive offerings of every description: the darkness 
and the dirt with which antiquity has overspread 
them almost conceal them from our eyes profane. 

The tomb is surrounded by crowding devotees of 
all sexes and ages. Many people will travel from 
Haydard.b&d, a hundred miles or BO, and even frOm 
more distant places, for the mundane and poet
mundane benefits secured by the pilgrimage. Some 
are sitting here supplicating_ His Saintship to inter
cede for them with Allah, bribing him with pro
mised dainties and rich clothes which, though he 
wants not, his successors do. That hopeless cripple 
wishes to take up his bed and walk ; · the blind 
beggar is determined to have his eyes opened ; the 
pensive old "party " with t_he long beard is praying 
for the ruin of a favourite enemy, and the wrinkled 
middle-aged matron for a. son and heir. A few 

· grateful hearts are only thanking the good corpse 
for past benefits, and many in whom the old Adam 
is, I fear, very strong, are savouring in anticipation 
the sweets of indulgenza plenaria, license to sin ad 
libitum. The men in the large turbans, with f!'tolid 
faces, are the Mullda, or priests ; · the half-clad atten-
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dant.s are the Muj4wirs, whose duty it is to sweep 
the Boor and trim the ·lamps ; the stout ruffian with 
the shaven head, beard, eyebrows, and moustachios, 
is a promising young mendicant, who has just been 
afliliated to the order; and the two fellows sitting at 
the doors in the airy costume now familiar to your 
eye, and wrangling with every one, male or female, 
about the nature of his or her offering, are M:urshida, 
or Masters in the mystic brotherhood of beggary. 
The latter, however, despite their dignity of free and 
accepted, do not always have their own way. Some
times a swaggering Beloch, or a formidable-tongued 
Sindi dame, will p~ss in with no other present but a 
promise, and take place amongst the throng, seated, 
bowing and prostrating, groaning, mumbling, ejacu
lating, blessing and cursing one another round the 
sepulchre. Should we stay here half an hour we are 
sure to see a kind of fight, if, at least, grabbing of 
garment.a and hauling of hair deserves that honoured 
name, between the collectors of church-money and 
the votaries of a cheap religion, an unpaid worship. 

You smile at these ridiculous altercations, Mr. 
Bull So do I, with dolce memoria. of having been 
similarly situated years ago, when opposed on the 
threshold of o.n English chapel, at the ignoble colony 
of Pisa, by al' Italian servant who, having scant 
faith in credit, . and possibly recollecting his own 
proverb, paasato il perico'lo, gabbato il santo, re
sisted my attempt.a to take a seat as sturdily as 
yon Fakir does, and, triumphant, sent me home to · 
. fetch the forgotten pa.volo for the Sig1ior Padre. 



".A.laander'a Camp." 189 

It is the time of evening prayers, as we learn by 
the discordant clamours of half a dozen large braaa 
kettle-drums in the Naubat-kMneh 1 hard by : this 
Oriental Ave .Maria only tells me that 'tia the hour 
for a greater crowd to assemble, bringing with it 
more noise, more anger, more perspiration. So, if 
you please, we will leave our offering and a few 
civil woida with the old Khalifeb, the worthy upon 
whom the prophetic or saintly mantle fell,-in com
pliment to our colour, he has attended personally 
to do the honours of his raree-ahow,--and go our 
ways. To furious bigotry has now succeeded a 
manner of philoaophic indifference. The Hujl1wira 
will insist upon our unahoeing, and expect a rupee 
or two ; that is all. 

The centre of EWhwan attraction lies within a few 
minutes' walk to the north-west of the town. It is 
a large ft.at tumulus, evidently artificial, measuring 
4:40 by 200 yards, baaed upon a natural eminence, 
rising abruptly aome ·60 feet from the plain, sup
ported by the cohesiveness of its clay, and in aome 
places ftanked by the remnants of good old brick
walla, baationa, and circular towers, round which 
gnarled 'Pipala (Ficua Religioaa,) and knotty shrubs 
of huge growth have coiled their anake;like root& 

Mounting the aide of this K4fir Kila' (Infidel 
Port) by a naturai breach.1 and striking into one of 
the many footpaths that ramify over the mound, 
we find the smlace, like a-eimiJar feature at Syrian 

a A Peniaa tel'lll for the room ba whfoll the ~ ue 
plwcl wl pedanaecl 1lpcm. 
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Hums (Emesa), cut up by wind l\lld rain, rent by 
yawning sun-cracks, and occasionally mined by the 
aeeken of gold, silver, and ready-made building
material. The level has evidently been raised by 
the repeated falling and burning of houses. A 
glimpse from the brink of one of these cavities 
shows that the brickwork runs down almost t.o the 
level of the road that girds the clay hill, and the 
excavators will inform us that, when they first 
opened the ground, they discovered and destroyed 
large vches of brick. 

This is · one of the many remains of what are 
ridiculously termed by the Anglo-Sindian antiquary 
"Alexander's Camp." .Macedonia's great man, ·ob
serve, is still celebrated in Young as in Old Egypt, 
but in the former by Europeans, in the latter by 
Egyptiana. . Amongst our· local savans he holds 
the architectural office, assigned by you and your 
brethren in the \Vest, to the Devil or to Julius 
Caar. That is to say, whenever a tourist of in
quiring mind is shown a. ruin about which that 
venerable humbug, the " oldest inhabitant," knows 
nothing, or will not know anything, he considem 
himself justified in at once deciding it to be an 
"Alexander's1 Camp." 

'\This Sdhwo.n mound has supplied Greek and 
Bactrian coins, but of course such articles travel far. 

1 The Sikandar Ztt'l Karnayn (Lord of the two-horm, or the 
Eut and the West), in Koranic and poetical litera.ture, ia evidentl1 
a caricature of the peat Greek. I aee 1. !> reMOD to make him, aa 
aome Orientaliata have dono, a dil'erent ptll'IC>Dllp. 
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It cannot, I humbly opine, be of Grecian origin, 
for two reasons : the arches are Asiatic, and the 
broken bit.a of man's handiwork scatt.ered about in 
its entrails are purely Oriental. H we are to 
believe the chronicles, it was a Hindu castle, built 
to command a favourite ford of the lndus : in the 
lapse of yeara, as it was ruined and ruined over 
again, the site rose above the level of the plain, till 
at last it became conspicuous and, catching the 
archmologist's eye, it received from his ever-ready 
hand the honours of an illustrious origin.'' 

The natives of Bind, excepting only the few 
readers of Persian poetry and history, h..-1 Qever 

heard of "Bikandar Shah" (King Alexander) when 
we first entered the country. Now they bid fair 
to become almost as minute and clever in pointing 
out the di1Fcrcnt stages of the Macedonian'a progress 
through the land as our aavanB have proved them
selves. Bo the Afghans, after one short year's 
study of the British gobemoiwhe, taugh~ themselves 
to imitate the rare Bactrian coins with a skill 
which, considering all their deficiencies of means, 
entitles them, I opine, to rank high in the scale 
of ingenious rascality. When Lady Macnaghten 
showed a peculiarly rare coin to one of these 
forgers, and asked him how long it would be before 
he could supply her with a similar article, he boldly 
answered, "To-morrow moming/' Her BUBpicions 
were aroused, and she asked him why he named the 
nut day.· "Allah I Allah I" he rejoined, "you can't 
expect me to make it in less than twelve hours I" 
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There are no traditions of comequence connected 
with this old fort. The people, aa usual, believe the 
gloomy deserted place to be haunt,ed, especially by 
night, and it was aome time before the deputy
collector, who erected a bungalow, with naive 
nationality, upon the summit, could persuade his 
Sindf servant.a that they might sleep in it without 
imminent peril of being eat.en. Him they knew 
to be safe. Fr&Dka are all magicians : any real 
Oriental will inform you, that the reason why we 
never see their legions of goblins is simply that we 
are the "fathen of devils "-that is to say, fiercer 
fiends than the general run of fiery creatures. 1 

When a Moalemah in Persia, o.r a Christian woman 
in Syria, wishes to caat abomination between her 
husband and a pretty little rival wife, or quasi-wife, 
she aecretly rubs a bit of · pork upon, or sews a 
bristle in~, the latter's dress ; and the good man 
forthwith conceives a violent loathing for the object 
of his love. What think you must be expect.ed 
from a people who eat grilled bacon for breakfast, 
and at times dine off sucking-pig ¥ 

Before we leave StShwan, Mr. Bull, I must "make 
a clean breast of it." Many years ago, in my hot 
youth, a credulous antiquary waa digging here and 
finding all manner of proof that it waa the head
quarters of Alexander's host. In those days we 
al'ected a now obsolete article called the "Atheweum 
Bauce ; " and it came to ua in a manner of pot 
rudely. imitated from a painted Etruscan vase. How 

• 1 l'lencll, •1 the lrloelmu, 1n made of &te, M man ia uf earth. 
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thoughtless and reckless is man before the age of 
twenty-five I To smash that pot, to treat it with 
fire and acid, and to bury it in the ground on the 
line taken by the excavator, was the work of an 
idle day. And it was duly unearthed, washed, 
carried home, and presently shown to a number 
of wondering friends as proof positive that the 
Ra.senna had their original homes in Bind. But 
before the find was described in print, I owned my 
offence and-I was never forgiven. 

Again, when the· ninth decade after A.D. 1800 
was so busily employed in recovering t1ie " Lost 
Tribes," a subject still not wholly devoid ol attrac
tion, I was travelling on the edge of Brd.huistd.n, 
the land of the Turanian Brd.huis, and my unhappy 
sense of humour suggested another ugly practical 
joke. To draw up a grammar and vocabulary, 
stolen from Parkhurst, and provided with barbaric 
terminations, was the work of an idle week, and 
the Presidency rang for nine days with the 
wondrous discovery. That "little game " also was, 
as you may 'imagine, not to be condoned. 

Bu~ I now repent in sackcloth and ashes, and 
my trembling hand indites, Mea culpa! mea 
mtUima culpa! 

'VOL. D. 
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CHAPTER XXVL 

LAKE llA.NOBA.R-8ANITABIA-LARKANA THE 

PRETTY, AND 11.ABTAB, THE DON.NA 01' LAJtKANA. 

OPEN the map of Bind, sir, and listen to me. 
A little ·north of Lirkana, on the right bank 

of the lndus, you see a streaky line marked N a1n1 
R. ; that is to say, the Snake S~ream, a Bind Serpen
tine, evidently, at some age, the westernmost course 
of the Indian Nile. It falls into a long oval which 
stands for Lake Manchar, flows through it, and 
issues from the southern extremity under a fresh 
name, the Ami. These-the Nd.rd. and the Aml
form a loop of about a hundred miles from point 
to point, and they have been excavated and cleared 
till their tortuous coursr.s present the appearance of 
man's rather than of Naturc'a doings. The country 
is so lcYcl that, when the Indus rises, the water flows 
up the Arai, and t•ice re1•stt when the main stream 
falls. 

Two clays' journey 1 along the Arai from SOhwan 
takes us to the lake. 

1 From Slthwan to DilrAr, ten ; from BAmr to Dnbd, a &abing 
'Village on Lake :M4M. "Manchar, eleven milea. Theae places, like 
man1 othcn here mentioned, will 11ot be found ia the Guetteer 
map ; 1uch auUlomunta arc euentialJ.7 ephemeral. 
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At this season of the year you will admire 
Md.h' Manchar, "Great Manchar," as the people 
are fond of calling it; especially after the arid 
'scenes of the .Mimosa Dyke and the Beloch Hills. 
I It is formed by the western Nims., which I must 
again warn you not to confound with the eastern 
feature of the same name, the " old original " 
Indus. You will hear more about the latter at 
Bakhu. Its "broad," or reservoir, formed, in all 
probability, by a migration of the main stream, 
and disposed with the major axis from north-east to 
south-east, is a sheet of crystalline blue, waved 
with the tiniest ripple that zephyr ever• ruftled 
up ; broken by little fiat capes and green headlands, 
and pigmy brown cliffs, it 1:1preads far towards the 
setting sun, indistinctly limited by a long curtain 
of yellow ridge. Down the centre of its length, 
whose maximum is 20 miles with an area of 180, 
runs a line of deep channel, amethyst-coloured, 
except where the fisher's canoe glides,· whitening 
the surface of the wave : all around, the lovely 
lotus (one understands them that gave her for 
gods and goddesses to handle) raises her pearly 
head, and veils with her emerald cloak the pe1-

· lucid nakedness of the shallower streams. 'l.1he 
banks are forested with sedge and rushes, thick 
and shaggy as old Prot.eus' drying looks ; and 
high above the rank thicket towers the knotted 
K4.no-reed, with it.a tall columnar stalk and light 
feathery top, some twenty feet high, gracefully 
bending and bowing to the breeze. 



196 

Nor is the prospect wanting in "figures~· -a sine 
quti non, methinks, in any but an Arctic or Sahardn 
view.· In some part.a the water is almost concealed 
from sight by the multitude of wild birds, feeding 
and floating, swimming and preening their plumage 
upon the cryst.al flood. There is the Brabmaui 
duck (Ana.t Oasaroa), with its brilliant hues; the 
grey curlew and the king curlew, in black ooat 
and scarlet cap ; the flamingo, rosy and snowy 
white; the pelican, little smaller than an ostrich; 
the bittern (Botaurus stellaria), yellow as to ruff; 
and, queen· amongst these nobles, the tall and 
graceful Sd.ras-stork, clad in delicate blue, whose 
head of brilliant crimson aha.des ofF, with the 
sweetest gradations of red and pink, down her 
long taper neck. .Mingling with the patriarchs of 
the air, are the commonalty of different descriptions, 
mallards and cormorants, snipes and snippet.a, dab
chicka and ducks, o.11 "chortling in their joy." 
Above us, the pert and pretty black-bellied tiem 
wheels in butterfly-like flight; and the kingfisher, 
now l>Oised aloft, twittering his sharp clear note 
with his beak resting on his breast, then flashing 
through the sunbeam like a handful of talling gems, 
as he tries his fortune in the depths below, claims 
our greeting as an old acquaints.Dee. 

The human is almost as abundant as the lower 
animal population of Mai.hat Manehar. In some 
spots the scene viewed from afar reminds· you of 
voyages and travels in China. At this moment we 
~ at least a hundred little bl&ck boata, moored 
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against the reedy banks, or entangled in the lacua
trine vegetation, or pushing out into the thaltDefJ, 
where the fisherman may use net and lance, fearless 
of t;ough at&lk and tangled root. The favourite 
style of driving ia t;o form a circle with a dozen or 
two of canoes, and with cries and a CAarivari of 
pot.a and pans to force the fish int;o the circular 
net-inclosure, which may measure thirty feet. The 
apear is uaed chiefly by women t;o catch the ahark
like ailuroida. 

The Mohdnd or Bind{ fishermen are, we know 
from their history, o.s well as from their swarthy 
skins o.nd Indian features, directly descended froin. 
the aboriginal Hindus converted to El-Islam. The 
change baa not hitherto raised them high above 
heathenism : they still pa.y a kind of religious 
respect to their nurse, the element : they never 
enter the wat.er without begging it, by a Sal4m, not 
t;o be their grave just yet ; and their rice-offerings 
and hymns addressed to the River-god savolir rankly 
of old idolatry. They are an athletic, laborious, 
pleasure-loving, merry-hearted, and thoroughly 
demoralized aet of semi-savages. Women u well aa 
men all aeem to be in a state of perpetual motion ; 
whether thia be the result of a fish diet or not, I 
leave you, :Mr.John Bull, to determine: certainly, the 
contraat their activity offers to the general torpidity 
of Bindiam, deaervea a little philosophico-phyaio
logical cOnsiderati~ Sturdy fishwivea are aeen 
tugging at the oar or paddling at the . atern, whilat 
the apouae· busily pliea the net: the elder chil~ 
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in Nature's garb, dabble about like water-fowl, and 
the Benjamin of the family lies consoling himself, 
sucking his thumb, in a cot of network, that dangles 
high in the air between the mast and rigging of the 
little cmft. They eat, drink, smoke, and ·sleep on 
boarcl their veBBCls, these amphibious animals ; and 
never quit them except to cure their prey, to dry 
it upon the bank&, and to sell it at the nearest 
market village, or to exchange it fc,r 1:.lie necessaries 
of life. They are·- equally celebratccl for depravity 
and· devotion ; they seldom marry till, Orientally 
speaking, old ; and they scrupuJously spend every 
pico they can seerete fro~ the Mulld. in bhang, 
opium, and spirituous liquors. Their families are 
remm·kably large: in addition to the general activity 
of their bodies, their tongues, especially the femi
nine, seem gifted with unr.ommon nimbleness, and 
tbe proceeds, translated into our vernacular, would 
be a novel and valuable addition to the vocabulary 
of "Gate ilang." Perhaps these also are the effects 
of a fish diet. Withal, the Mohd.oil are a laughter
loving, light-hearted race, except when cold, or when 
recovering from Katzen-Jammer (nausea): they enjoy 
a rude jest, only it must be very rude, almost as 
much as a glass of liquor, anq they never seem to 
quarrel with Fat,e, except when an embryo fisher
man slips overboaid and exchanges its Cl'adl4' for a 
watery grave. Little can be said in favour of their 
appearance ; their skins are burned to a reddish· 
black by searing winds and scorching suns ; their 

· featur<'.a fearfully resemble the H<nn0 Da'l'Vlinimau, 
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the developist's First Father ; and their dress con
sist.a of two unwashed cloths, one wound round the 
head, and the other tightly wrapped about the loins, 
and both blue-dyed, to hide impurity. Some of 
the youngest damsels are pretty ; occasionally one 
sees a fa.00 which may be pronounced handsome ; 
but a hard life, in both senses of the word, induces 
middle. age at twenty ; and Macbeth never saw 
such hags, even at the Lyceum, as you see in the 
old Mohd.ni 

We view Ma.nchar at . its very best time. 
During the summer it is the most execrable place 
in Bind ; and popular indignation has expreeSed 
itself in a proverb, the purport of which is, that 
while this exists, no other Pandemonium is .neces
sary. Even at Schwan the heat is fearful, and 
tradition records the remark of a corporal· who 
found his sentinel resting his elbows upon the butt 
of his musket with the bayonet ~ the ground : 
" Don't you do that, Bill, or you Will let the fire 
out I " As the caloric incre88es, the &Im.oat stagnant 
water, and the fat weeds, which spring from the 
black slime-bottom, send forth swalme of mosquitoe 
and sand-files, gnat.a and dragon-files, midges and 
·common files, whilst Tertian&, Quartana, and all 
the unholy sisterhood, hover like harpies over the 
devoted shore. At times, t,oo, the lake, now ao 
placid, chafes itself into all the fury of Geneva 
or the .Mediterranean. · A blast of wind comes 
howling over· and stirring up the waters, which rise 
to the summons of the Storm-fiend, as if some 
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kindred devil were immured in them. Then woe 
to you, voyager I There are no waves to ride over, 
nothing but a broken surface of short chopping sea, 
black below, foaming abOve, every billow uncon- · 
nected with its neighbour, and each roller capable 
of swamping your little craft. H caught in one of 
th~ hurricanes you have only to be prepared for 
the worst-drowning in lukewann wat.er. Mooring, 
from the nature of the banks, ia impossible. You 
must give your boat her llead ; allow her to run 
away with you wherever ahe pleuea; and congratu
late youraelf, indeed, upon your good luck, if, when 
"spilt". into a field of hedge-like sedgea, yQU do 
not sink into the mud deeper than the neck, befole 
the sfiorm subsides and some fisher's canoe comes 
off to your rescue. 

About half-way between BA.wan and Urk4na 
wo could tum westwards from Mehar and visit the 
Kirth4r mountains with their t:wo sanit.aria, the 
Chd.r Y o.ru and the Danna Towers ; unfortunately, 
the road has been mark~d out only for about three 
mil~, and the rest, numbering forty-seven, is de
scribed as much like riding in Kearawm of the 
Liban118l Few if any wild animals affect the coun~ 
try, save a kind of badger known to the natives a8 
Gorpat.1 The~ of New Red Sandstone, disposed 
in three distinct and parallel ridges, lying upon a 

1 Both placee haTe baa ezcellently d81C1'1Decl b7 ])Jo. Lalor, 
of tho Bo. Ser\ice ; and uo ~- 0opiou11ly quoted in the Ouett.eer, · 
pp. 4&:i., 4M. The Danna 'fowera were begu1;1 bf the Amin of Bind 
... • lafo retreat in cuo of invasion. 



meridian, was probably, during geologicai times, the 
right or western bank of the lndua. Khara Takha 
has been laid down as " 6000 feet high at least," and 
the Dog'a Tomb, on the apex of Itirthu, at '1200. 
In the pretty little valley of Herar are certain KaUir 
Kats, curious memorials of an age and a race long 
since pueed away : they are regular and artificial 
ranges, like river-tier.races, probably levelled for tenta 
and hut& The popular belief is that the huge boul
dera around have been lifted into position by the 
giant.a that were in those days. Dr. Lalor here made 
the intieresting remark that his "observationa on 
aolar radiation show a dilForent result from. what 
might have been expected, and utterly opposed to 
the modern theory which makes the calorific effects 
of the aun increase as we ascend-a theory doubtleaa 
favoured by the greater clearness of the atmosphere 
and the general absence of clouds. But the table 
of Mr. Wright, apothecary in charge of the Mehar 
hospital, plainly sho\vs the statical effect of the 
sun's raya on the thermometer to be much greater 
in the plains." 

To Ld.rkatna, on an eastern llifluent ui the 
Indua, I eight at.ages. 
. We have now quitted Wicholo, and are within 

the boUQds of Biro-Northern Bind. The Egyptian 
fertility of the soil commences : here you may calcu-

1 The people pronounce the :word "'Y.«IWno ; " uul derift it 
from ita olcl owaen~ the Ura1c: tribe. I l8t&in the llO-CAllecl 
Arabia fOrm. Oar ltape are, ~. tm. miles ; J'ohl, fomte8n ; 
Phu1'ji, Been ; ~um, thirteen; Kehat-, eipteen ; NUWWd, 
....._; KhaJ'r.ptr, thirieea ; and UrkUa, e1eftD. 
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late, Mr. Bull, what our Unhappy Valley is capable 
of becoming. The _bed of the river is higher 
and nearer the surface of the country than in 
the Lower Provinces ; the .canals are bett.er exca
vated, and the result is that water is more easily 
procurable. Instead of the dirty, ragged clumps 
of hut.a to which you were accustomed, neat and 
comfortable little hamlet.a, surrounded by groves of 
date, jujube, and Nim trees, meet the eye in all 
directions. The grazing-land is black and whit.e 
with buffaloes, cows, asses, sheep, and goat.a ; crops 
begin to gladden the fields: we hear the music ·of 
the Persian wheels from the shafts and tunnels dug 
in the river and canal bo.nks ; while the loud shouts 
of the com-keepers, slinging away, like Mr. Fred. 
Leighton's Syrian, at the hungry \lirds from their 
little Maychdn, or mised platforms, sound human, 
busy, energetic. The· cultivators are no longer lean 
with hunger, pallid with enlarged spleen, half-clad, 
reckless, and slothful with poverty. Every man 
walks as if he hn.d an object: he has a burly Britisher 
waist, and he looks at us almost benignantly. As 
we ride through the hamlets, peering curiously .and 
like Englishmen over the walls of the courtyard, 
and into the doors of the houses, comely feminine 
ovals, \Vith immense black eyes and the whit.est 
possible teeth, set oft' by the clear, olive-coloured 
skin, are protruded to catch sight of the strangers, 
and !}le 8BDle, instead of being withdrawn with a 
bi.If-convulsive jerk are, agreeable 1io relat.e, allowed 
to remain for the pleasure of mutual . inapeetion. 
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Here and there, where the settlement is very 
:ftourishing. we may indulge ourselves in· an amiabl, 
Said.In, made by drawing the right hand across the 
brow ; and the effect will be an am.used smile 
instead of an angry mutter at the " brass" of the 
European face under the Asiatic Tarbt1sh. 

Urkana is in the centre of Sindia Felix-the 
summer-house of the surmunding garden, the Eden of 
the farther Nile. 'fhe mod-town is pleasantly situated 
upon the banks of a large canal, some nine miles (four 
and a half Kos) west of the main stream. Girt by 
groves of spreading trees, which checker with shade 
the holcue and ~heat fields, it contains the usual stuff 
of a Sindio.n town, but tout en beau. The Mosques 
are larger ; the tanks are better built ; the big ·hou&es 
are more ·numerous, and the small houses are lesa 
squalid than our old famiJiar friends. There is an 
extensive batd.r, containing several hundred shops, 
which strikes us with a sense of splendour ; and at 
one end of the town rises a ·kind of citadel, called 
Fort Fitzgerald, from the gallant officer who superin
tended its erection, impressing 1J8 witli ideas of 
security. " Fighting Fitz," for whose· exploit.a see 
Sir WiUiam Napier's" Conquest of· Scinde," was a 
man not· readily found in these days (1876) .. The 
. owner of a fair property at home ; exceptionally 
handsome, and strong enough to draw a field-gun 
and to cut a Beloch in halves with· his huge blade, 
he gave up all the pleasures of civilization and 
home-life for tbe duty of being a father to ·his 
irregular Camel-corps. He built a high-preuure 



at.eam-engine almost with own hands, and applied 
it to a native yacht, which waa blown up with aome 
regularity. This accident happened once too often ; 
a · aevere scalding sent hbn home on aick cer· 
ti&cate, and he sank. within sight of the "Whit.e 
Cllif'a." Methinks I now aee hia tall and at;alwart; 
figure, draped in his long cc'poatfn" of Aatrachan 
fur. He died too early for hia fame : there 
waa in him something that leada to W eatminaf;er 
Abbey. 

Lai.rkd.na ia a place of some commerce. It ia 
known fo~ it.a manufactures of coarse cloth and, 
being upon the high-road between Kar4chi and 
Shikd.rpdr, it ia the favourite station with earavans 
and travelling merchants. :This ia probably the 
reason why it ia celebrated for anything but mon
lity. The inhabitants are a .dissolute race, fond of 
intoxication, dancing, ap.d other debauchery, and 
idle, becauae the necessaries of life are so cheap that 
there ia no n~ of working hard to live. The 
number of fair Corinthiatia in the place haa given 
it a proverbial bad name amongat moral-minded 
Sindiana. 

I promised you a N~, Jlr. Bull, and Bari 
Chand baa secured the aervicea of a celebrat.ecl dancer 
with a pretty name, MabUb, the "Moonbeam:" here 
she comea with h~ aiatera, each Bitting in her own 
Kaj4wah, 1 making altogether a train of nine camels. 
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Kah~b, the Donna of Ld.rk4na; ia quietly 
beautiful 88 her namesake. The uact aetting of 
every feature in that perfect oval gives· her 88 many 
lovely faces 88 ita poeition variea. The gl011 of 
youth ia on her hair and marble-like transparent 
akin ; mouth, eyebrows, eyelashes, all look new, 
unued, fresh aa the day they were :finished by the 
hand of Natme. The ezpression ia strange in a coun
tenance 80 admirable and 80 admired: it is a settled 
sadness, 88 if the owner had been a victim to aome 
grands pauion---which, by the by, ia emphatically 
not the caae. You cannot help now and then wish
ing that a smile, or a frown, or a aneer would 
rmnple thoee finished lips, that tall ca1ni brow ; 
that she ·would appear aoDl6what more human, leas 
like a statue in a moonlit walk. 

Your eyes, weary with the beauties of her face, 
shift to her figure, where, if perfection ever waa, 
there you discover it. Your glance slowly takes in 
a throat to which "tower of ivory," "gazelle's 
neck," and all that kind of thing, woulcfbe studied 
inaulta : thence it ahifta lingeringly fio a line of 
shoulder, where, if it could, it would stay ; but on 
it must. go, fio undentand what a buat is, ·and tio 

see what a woman's waist might be; not, aa you 
ahudderingly recollect, what it ia ao often made fio 
be. Thence--

But atop, Kr. Bull. At thia at,e fOU will be 
falling in love with the Koonbeam. : I tremble t.o 
think of the epirit in whiCh your lapse would be 
received 'by the bonneted, straight-~, be-petti-
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coated partner of your bosom. I would almost 
engage you fio say nothing of the scene when ·you 
return home : it w:ould grieve me even t;o dream of 
"hUBBY" and "eo.vage" in connection with yonder 
mast.erpiece, with that physical, 

"Qv.ea-tme of the ~bud prden of girla. n 

We will give a signal for the start. 
The musicians, one pipe, one guitar, and two 

kettledrums, sit down heavily upon raga. in a 
comer of the tent : opposite them are the dancing
girls, who, with the exception of :MahtA.b-bleaa 
her instinct I-have hung gold in every bit of 
attainable cartilage, and have converied themselves 
infio bales ·of brocade and satin elaborately mixed. 
Their tioilett.e, I need scarcely · rematk, is the acme 
of 'la mode: they can scarcely stand on their 
alippen, the tightness of the Shalwm (pantaletta) 
round their ankles impedes the lower circulation, 
and their hair is strained off their foreheads ao 
tightly as almost to draw their features out of 
place. There are swords, daggen, and shields in the 
party ; and, mme dangerous still, sundry flasks and 
phials containing a colourless liquid, which I am fiold 
is water, which I believe fio be something stronger. 

The Nd.eh commences with a paa aeul: the 
Moonbeam is about t;o engross every eye. You 
perhaps expect one of those grievous and laborious 
displAya of agility fio which Europe has limited 
professional dancing. Oh, no I An enttWlwd in 
these regiona would shave a girl's head, a paa de 
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Zeplyre bleed her, and half-a-do.MJJ. petita batte
menta consign her to an inner room, without 
windows and with bare walls. Maht4b ftoata 
forward so lightly that trace of exertion is imper
ceptible.: softly and slowly waving her white arms 
and pink palms, she unexpectedly stands close to 
you, then, turning with a pirouette-it has no other 
name, but its nature is widely different from the 
whirligig rotations of a Taglioni-ahe sinks back, 
retires, and stands motionless 88 wax-work, and 
then again all da. capo, with the beautiful same
neaa which becomes her face and figure. ;The 
guitar is in the seventh heaven of ecstacy, the 
pipe is dying away with delight, and fihe kettle
druma threaten to annihilate their instruments. 
The lady's sisters, or rather sisterhood, are too 
completely under the spell even to feel envious, 
and you, Mr. John Bull, are inclined to vociferate, 
88 is your wont, Bray-'IJO ! 

There is nothing particularly interesting or 
exciting in the pu de deu.z, and the other triftea, 
in which Maht4b'a companions display themselves, 
whilst the beauty sits motionleasly reposing. You 
feel that there is something in her look which 
apuriis rather than court.a ardent ey~ and you 
are disposed to yawn after a minute's inspection · 
of the tl'oop, and to contort your count:enance 
when you fix your ear upon the Chinese melody 
of the music. The bandsmep may amuse you for 
a moment.. They are all en train towards that 
happy ata~ aptly described by the merry, acanda-
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loua lllOD8ICh 88 levelling all artificial diatinctiona 
between aovereign and au}>ject. Thq drink well 
but not wisely: thoae touinp of the head, intAmded 
to beat time ; those mercilesa rabbinga of atubbly 
beard and wild mustachio, purporting excifiement; 
and those bendinga of the body that remind you of 
the couwain. in a rowing matda, dinctly tend to
wards "under the table," were there euch an article 
of furniture in the fAmt. 

Now for the ballet, or melodrama, the favourite 
piece of the evening. The N'°11-girla all ·equip 
themaelvea in. manly and martial dl'elllel-all 
except the "Donna," whom dignity forbids. 

ER paaaant, I may remark _that thia way of 
ecmfuaing the aena, though advene to high hia
tlionic effect, is by no me&DS 80 utt;erly disenchant
ing 88 that for which our amafiem Anglo-Indian 
theatres are remarkable. A: petty girl' a face under. 
a man's helmet, and a delicate arm supporting 
a rhinocetOB-akin targe are, to my the least, 
endurable. Not 80 aoft .Juliet, when " done" by 
a huge hone-artilleryman, six feet three, with 
the . broadest ahoulclem, fieioJ whi•kem, and grail 
accenta ; or dear Deademona, mpreaented by a pale, 
weaaen-faced, cock-noaed, intAmaely uy).y, And crack
not.l little lad. in the 1irat at.ate of change 6om 
echool-boy to "·olieer. and geutlmnM ; • or a POJ'liia 
in the shape of lonie monstrous "privaf;e, • who 
abakea Illa fiat in the face oft BhYlock. and.t with a 
voice like the bellow of a buD, m111 at him,-

" TM q..Ut,y of...,, ........... 
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The piece is a -species of comedy, in which a very 
young, beautiful, and coquettish wife, a very old, 
jealous, and irat.e husband, and an ardent iover in 
his prime, all dancing more or less, represent sundry 
acenea of possible or probable ocqurrence in domestic 
life, Eaatem or West.em. Either in consequence of 
the plot's engrossing interest, or the contents of 
those flasks, there is much palpable exaggeration 
in the development of "character : " never was old 
husband so thoroughly ha1ieful as this, never was 
lover 80 loving, never was young and pretty wife 
such an outrle coquette. And, alas for the poetical 
justice and the morality of the Muse In Bind I 
The rightful owner of the coveted goods at length 
falls to the ground, pierced by twenty deadly 
wounds ; whilst the breaker of ever 80 many 
commandm~nt.s, after carefully securing his fallen 
foe's sword, beat dagger, and new turban, walks 
off' with the IC bone of contention" as quietly as if 
it had been his own rightful IC rib." And, again, 
.alas for the degradation of our professionals in the 
Valley of the Indus I one .of the · kettle-drDIDB has 
been removed, with ·considerable difficulty, by two 
of our Afghan servants; the pipe U. going fast, and 
extraneous aid is necessary to the drooping form of 
N4r Jd.n, the Moonbeam's youngest and prettiest 
sister: We ought not to have admitt.ed those 
ftaaka. 

Ld.rkUa is celebrat.ed for another kind of Nd.eh, 
of a type familiar to the veteran dweller on the 
banks of the Nile : I would willingly show you the 

VOL. D. 88 
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Bight, were it not haunting as a good ghost story or 
a bad novel 

Conceive, if you can, the ·unholy spectacle of 
two reverend-looking grey-beards, with stern, 
severe, clasaical features, large limbs, and serene, 
majestic deportment, dancing opposite each other 
dressed in women's attire, the flimsiest too, with 
light veils on their heads, and little bells jingling 
from their ankles, ogling, smirking, and displaying 
the juvenile playfulness of 

" - mnmer lacla and little ..._ I " 

This man-Nd.eh reminds me of what has often 
been seen upon the AbysaiDian coast behind 
Masawwah, in the early days of Mr. CoDBul 
Plowden &Jld his meny men. Entering a village, 
you were met by a deputation of elders, grand
looking men, with goodly beards, and tall forms 
wrapped in what most resembles the Roman toga. 
Then the chief of the party majestically st.epped 
forward, bent low, and, with right hand upon his 
heart, gravely ejaculated what he had been taught 
to eoDBider the Englishman's ofticial greeting : " Go 
to the devil and ahake yourself "-or something 
much worse.· 



( Ill ) 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

TBB PiarUBBBQUE SAXHAB., BAK.AR, BOBBI. 

Tms trio of words soon won what Mr. Bamum 
moclestly called " notoriety." When the Sepoy lrom 
Hindoatan wished to address his comrade with a 
jocose, friendly, and polite curse, he cried, 

"Are bh4f r Sakhar, Bnkar, Rohri-ko j4o r" 
Which "Go to Sakhar, Bakar, Rohri, 0 my 

brother I" was the equivalent for an expression im
mensely popular amongst our soldiers and sailors. 
And of the same Jrfasti Pairdesi ('' prufF" man from 
the country beyond) it is recorded that, warned for 
service in the Unhappy Valley, he would naively 
ay to ·his commanding officer, "Yes, Sahib, we 
are Balamtfr (volunteers), it is true, but to Sakhar, 
Dakar, Rohri, go we won't I " 

At this aeason, early February, Sakhar will sur
prise you by it,a delightful climate. The mominga 
and evenings are cool and clear as they would be in 
Tuscany ; then is a tdnic draught in the pure light 
air; the north-eastern breeze is bracing in the ex
treme, and even at mid-day you can enjoy a walk out 



211 

of the sun. Yet the ~octon assure you that the 
cold is the unhealthy period, " chills '' and feven 
being generat.ed by the raw night.a and warm days. 
This weather will last till the end of Maleh. From 
early April to mid June is the hot dry season, 
followed by the hot damp (August and Sept.ember), 
when the Indus ftoods bring boils and urtica or 
"prickly-heat : " this is the only disagreeable part 
of the year, yet it is better here than at Bhilmrplir, 
and far bett.er than at JacoWWd. About .K.ar4chi, 
I have told. you, there is a break in the hot season; 
August to September being comparatively cool and 
cloudy ; the respite is someti~es, but not regularly, 
in July, granted to Biro, or Upper Bind. 

Here, Mr. John Bull, after a four days' joumey1 

from Ld.rkua, you may rest and be· thankful, and 
quote your Ovid :-

"Cont.igim.111 portum quo mihi curau 81'&t. • 

We will stmightway begin our sight-seeing by 
climLing tbe nearest Belvedere, yonder minaret. 
It is called after Mir Mohammed Ma'asd.m, Sayyid 
and Fakir, who lived in the reign of Akbar the 
Great, and who, being annoyed by that monarch, 
threw, sa.y the people, his "Pd.ms," or alchemist's 
stone, into tbe lndus. According to the learned he 
wu an laomme t/,'espri,t, and he proved it aa follows. 
When summoned to the Emperor's presence, he sus
pected a trial of wits,. and carried in his pocket 

1 UIWna to lf'7' Dera. 18 mil• ; to llacl,clji, 14 ; to J'rli, IT ; 
.tblUJaar,lG. 
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a shawl, which became uaefal when uhelod into an 
artificially-cool8d room. 

. 
11 Ajab I" (11 Marvellous I" i.e., mch wit in a 

Sindi) uclaimed the monarch, when the reply W'll, 
11 <Mhi na khordam (I never at,e it, vii., fish, which 
here, cont.rary to the Agaaaizian theory, is auppoaed 
not to feed the brain). Whereat Akbar the Great, 
whoae thought.a were thus divined, marvelled ltill 
more. 

The Ma'astim minaret, built in 1-607, is a aub
atantial Linga of fine red brick, somewhat crooked 
out.aide, and ueended by a winding ataircue of aljp
pery marmorine limestone, which, however, clid not 
det,er Lady Franklin from the climb. Either the 
municipality or the lla'amm Sayyids should rough 
the surface. Hard by it are the tombs of the holy 
man, his family, and his acolyt.ea, under, and oumde 
of, a heavy atone canopy. reating on light fant.aatic 
pillars ; and an adjoining octagon, whoae honey
combed ceiling, lined with Penian tilei, aheltaa 
prayer-meetinga. I cannot trace the amirce of a tale 
told by Mr. Allan 0. Hume in "Stray Feathen " 
(1873), namely, that the minaret wu erect.ad by a 
Banyan at the instance of his lady love, who refUled 
her fair aelf until the swain had raised, upon the 
highest .point of Bakhar, a tower 200 gaz (cubits) 
high. By the incitements of Kwadeva (Cupi4) ·he 
-:report;ed ·it finished in a Week ; . but, fintly, it m aot 
upon the higheat point, and 18C01ldly, ·it is nearly 
'100 feet,'not· 100 yards, high. The obdmatA9 one, 
. utoni .. ed. • thi8 utradeaman-like :penilteDce, 



thereupon advised bur.victim to throw himself down 
from hie own t.ower: he did ao, unll there ia every 
reuon t.o suppose that the operation cftt-cted a per
fect cure. Two or three of b~ fellow enswmen hn.ving 
lat.ely follo\ved hie example, the loco.I authorities 
aurrouncled the terminal domelet 11.nd it.a four arches 
with a at.out cage. Something of the kind was found 
necessary for the Kutb-llinar of Delhi, the top 
being removed to prevent auici,lea. 

I have not er.red, you sec, when chamctcri~ing 
Sakbar aa " the Picturesque." Before us in ti10 dis
ta11cc the tranquil spreading Inilus, flowing mn.jl'8ti
eally from north-east t.o south-west, sweeps suddenly 
rouncl with a mighty loop :t.o the north-west 1111d, 
dashing . through two bee.ls, mere cut.a in the hn.rd 
and cryatalline limestone, descends; with swirls and 
eddies like the preliminn.ry of a catara.ct, in the 
direction where we at.and. The t.ot.al breadth, in
cluding the iSiand, is not more than 870 yards ; 1 and 
the northern arm, not used by steamers, has been 
increased to 600 feet. On the left bank rises the 
tall, irregular mass of mud-walle that compose Rohri. ; 
built upon o.n eminence of limestone ; ·and, in older 
~ya~ various islet.a, some mere blocks of white 
calcaire, which are now surrounded by a little sea of 

l Jlon eucUy, the Sakhar fork 1UU111'81, lilaoe it WM widened to 
..U... the Sood, 800 fe9'; the Illand of Babr lllO fen ..._ ; 
uul the Bobri fork, the line 14'.8ferred b71teamen, UOfM, forming 
a total of IOOO, or at the utmod l8GO feet, not :UOO ,...U, u iD the 
llaclbook. . .,._. tigmel were pftll. to me bJ Kr. B. W.W., 
111,_;..tendeat of the four 1ab-diTiliou of the 8iDd Telepaplaio 

• DiTilioia: iae I.ho ten. me that four WU. an now JllOPOlld,. two 
,_ thenilW&J, ...... r.tb ~e Wepaph... . . . -
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sand, subtended the shore. Sakhar. ~' where 
irrigation is easy, boast.a of beautiful date and 
garden grounds, with the various items of J nmun 
(Eugenic& Jambos), .Der (Z. Zgziphu), Pipal (Ficus 
lleligiosa), Nim, tamarinds and to.marisks, poplan, 
red-flowered capers, and the pomegmnate, all flame 
and green. Fronting Robri rise the crumbling walls 
of Bakar, now chiefly conspicuous for its tall tele· 
graph-pier, a brick tower of prodigious uglineaa, 
perpendicular on all sides but oi:ie, which is stepped 
n.nd railed for the purpose of ascending. - This Rock 
of Gibraltar, the principal· item of a BJDall archipe
lago, hides from below stream the domes of .Khwd.jeh 
Khizr in a holm which we must presently visit ; 
immediately to the west rises another islet, Bd.dh 
Bela, and again, down streamt but connected in the 
dry season by a sand-bank, is the Din :Beld.. The 
former, "Pure Forest," was seized by the Banyans 
since our tenure of the country, and converted into 

·the habitation of a holy man, B4bd.ji V&Dakhandi; it 
is now occupfod by his favourite Che1', or disciple, 
Hmi Prnsb4d. A white dome and two verandah'd 
mud-pavilions, shaded by figs, jujubes, and palms, 
suffice ·to cover the scanty surface; and a new house is 
being built for his reverence, who now holds lefte& 
under the finest tree in the Reach. The Ghd.t.e are 
step-flight.a of cut stone ; and chains and rings in 
the wall enable .the boatmen to work up during the 
flood. The saint_ speaks- excell11lt Hindoetani, and 
he is especially civil to.us, _presenting roses a.nd card&. 
aioms. Some fifty follo~~ra in turba.us of their own 
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hair, ochm-coloured cottons, and coata of ahes, are 
here fed every day. I eommend the care of them to 
-the Superintmdent ·of Police ; mostly they are spies 
uaed by the Hindu M4b4rajahs and Rajahs to carry 
eonfidential memagca--treaaonable, of course. 

Dfn Be1'. O? •• Faith Forest," is bare aa your 
hand : the single stepped dome of· its forgott.en 
saint is crumbling, despite the whitiewaah : and the 
heaps of steamer-fuel which invest it ezpl,nn the 
modern and Frankish.name 11(Navy) Wood Island." 
I could learn nothing of the curious fact mentioned 
by llr. E. B. Eastwick (Murray's Handbook for 
1859, p. 492), that a building is still visible in· the 
centre of the stream, a little· below this Din BelL 
Far away on the right bank rise the cupolaa of Old 
Sakhar, a place of minor importance, girt by the 

- .. orma1 tomJ»a: at our feet lies the Cantonment, 
once a burial-ground and now a kind of desert.ed 
c?ty ; and behind ua, amongst the date-orchards of 
the banks, forming tall colonnades and tufted topa, 
appears the large and populous 'bbar which has won 
the "name of lf ew Sakhar. 

Particularly attractive is this view when seen at 
the morning hour. The sun slowly tops .. Fort 
Victoria on the Indwt," the "new and all but un
known name for Dakar, and waahea with crimson 
the oppoeite part of the brown stream : the airy 
doptha sparkle . with blue ; light mista cling to the 
wooded lowlands, giving. a charm of indiatinctn
tO the diatant protq>eet,, and the foreground is tawny 
M the Arabian Desert. The fint smile of day lights 



21'1 

up the little archipelago of ialetl and holma, 
aowned with forta and ruina, and lends a glory 
not their own to the mausoleum of A.dam Shah 
Kalh6ra; to the varioua fd-pha which crown the 
height., and to the adobe-built dead-walls of Rohri, 
baaed upon itB plateau ~f ebining-whit.e nummulitic 
limestone. ~ J18Deral contrast between the fea
ture& that stand out in the horizontal beams, and . 
thoae about which the purple shades of dawn still 
linger, is u striking u any modem lover of land
acape can desire. 

With one glance you perceive, :Mr. John Bull, 
how this section of the river, popularly )piown u 
Sakhar Reach, came to be so thickly built over. In 
ancient days. when the lndua occupied the EastA!m 
Nu.L bed, some twelve miles to the east of Rohri, it 
was, you may be sure, bleak and barren enough. Pre
sently the stream shifted ita coune to the p:reaent 
line, by cutting away the looee and fouiliferoua 
strata of the nummulitic lidge. full of tJie N. Ltn&
gata, and leaving the harder crystalline me•ee, 
whicli, pudding'd with agatea and flint.a,1 form the 
four ialanda and the hillocks of Sa.khar and Bohri. 

I~. BoJari U im•8Dl8 quatitf of Sabi an4 - ... 
... laW7 foancl (llilace 188'1), b)' Unteaant Tnmlcnr, b)' ... 
.lolm 'rate, O.B., Diatiliot Bsecmift •pneer, wl b)' mJ friead 
Kr. W. T. BJaaford,, of tbe Oeo1ap.t &ane,, who ldDdlJ ..t -
.,..... Tlae localitf ..... the rida Hae ramaiDg ......... 
Wnea Bohri ud Alor, and a1maa eqai-diatant fNm Wh 
pJ... ; IOath of the Aror olaenel MD• un 1"' oooamMI, bat 
fa .... ia'f--OD..., plO'f8111GD•fal. B'fidea*'J tlle ..... 
a plw of ... u1utwe; with few ewptioM the implllwata u. 
1ilobD, wl the, m dMt failwwl .. ft.11. Mr. Blafcri ... 
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Bakar thus moat.ed, was easily fortified, and in· the 
days when howitzers, mines, and torpedoes were 
unknown, it became the key of Bind. Insulated 
and o.t times cut oft' from communication with the 
land, this stronghold was doubtless more important 
than comfortable or convenient ; for which reason 
the towns of Sakhar and Rohri presently sprang up 
on either bank. 

Allow me to be your cicerone, Bir, and to begin 
with holy Rohri. 

" Rohri," which the people still call Lohri, is 
derivecl froin the no.me of some fisherman ; we 
find the word in other parts of Bind, notably in 
lbn Batuta's "Lahari" (A.D .. 1333), and in Cap
tain Hamilton's " Larribundar," afterwards called 
"Lowry Bunder." According to the _oldest authori
ties, it.a ancient name wos Loharkot. It stands 
upon a broken cliff' of limestone, some forty-five feet 
high, and hence the commanding r.spcct from the 
stream; and it was founded in A.H. 698 ( A.D. 

1297) by (the So.yyid) Rukn el-Dfn Sho.h, who 
failed to bequeath his name to it. It is a quo.si
saercd spot, o.nd the country-tmditiona romance its 
origin as follo\\·s. A shepherd observed every night 
a dazzling luminous appearance, which at first he 
supposed to ·be some caravan's watch-fire ; presently 
its persistence cnused him to send his wife to 

deecribed bia 6nd in pp. 13'-8, Proceedinp, Aliatic Soeiet)' uf 
B.?npl, for July, 18'11. There the reader will leam that Bind hu 
now npplied a far finer colleetion of ailu-implemeau than tJie 
BalA llDl8u111 near Cairo can lhow. 
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nconnoitre. The good woman nported that lhe 
could not reach the Same, which danoed away from 
her and vaniabed in a pretanatural manner, and 
the aubeeq1181lt uperience of the huabuad confirmed 
that of hia apouae. What :remained for him but 
t.o conclude that the appearance waa miraculoua, 
and that it· was ~t aa a "aolemn warning," to uae 
the wo:rda of my Scotch major I Sindfa favoured 
with viaiom from the dark world are apt to t.hrow 
away the pompa and vanitiea of the preaent life, 
wife and chiLben included; and, accordingly, the 
shepherd, erecting a Takiyah, or Fakir's aeat. 
became a beggar and a man of Allah. Thua Bohri, 
in all probability, owea ita origin to a will-o'.:the
wiap ; quite aa good an anceat.or, methinks, 11 a 
bull'1 hide or a dozen vulturea. 

In the sixteenth century of our era, the far. 
famed mystic, Abel el-.KMtir el-JilUU, bom in the 
Caucaaio-Peraian province of Ghilm; or, according 
to othen, one Makhdum Abel el-8'ki, a pioua 
cimea of Stamhul, emigrated, for what :reaaon we 
are not told, to Upper Bind. Find,ng Bohri rich 
in temponlitiea aa well oa in 1piritual gifts, he 
depoeit.ed in the Jdmi' 1 (town cathedral) the Kd-i
MubUik, or Holy Hair, an .it.em from the Apoetle 
of Allah's venerated beo.rd. Othcra declare that 
the -relic,. originally preserved by Umm 8o.lm'9 w11 

in the· poeae8Bion· ~f a widow ~y who, though 
intending it for Bokhd.m.,. conaent.ed to-deposit it at 

.. . 
1 .JU.i' ia the ...- term f~ a 1up er _...... --.-.

wJaioh tlae 'falpr call Jam'a llujUl, "_.,.,.._..-." 
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cJwdea tnm Budhmic daJB. However this may 
be. dae Bair 1 dood. ita. normal minele-triala t.rium
phantlr • any obip of \he ~ ei.., vial of the 
Virgin'• milk, or nttinp of St. Pet.'1 toe-naila, 
and peaformecl mch incont.elfable 111pematuralitiee, 
tJtat Scepticiam, ltranp to aay, waa .. a• a DODplua, 
whilat :Faith locked, from the four quartal of the 
Koelem world, to i-form Ziydnt (visitation) and 
to merit well of Heaven. Pi6ua Kuj4win, or keepera, 
t.ook chuge of the hair, and a1ao throve. 8o did 
the DlOlq1lea built, aa an inscription tella ua, in 
A.B. 991(=-A.D. 158,), by the .Emperor Akbar, and 
ao, CODleqUently, throve md.....J Rohii. Thus, you 
lee, the town owed iliB m•ce t.o a fo11 jolld, and 
ita fortanea to a hair, or lather half a hair; pheno
mena at which the learned archmo-hist.oriographer 
will by no mee•' tum up bias DOie. 

But Boliaem how obedient in thia respect to 
t.be Law of Change which govem thinp profane 1-
bat.h her day, and heedl• Time kicb over with 
equal foot t.be Jloeque, the Palace, and the Ryot'1 
hut. About a qurter of a century ago Rohri waa 
It.ill a llCled plaee. but it.a B&Dctity waa deol8pit ; 
die ton waa almoet in ruins, and I likened it, in 

•n. .. Qaaaa l i..• (p. 18', Vadru Bditlon) _,.: .. ._ 
(ll'=h••) .... ., - - ....... ,.,.., (, ... , ... .... 
-w•>. .-.. •• ...... ..a <• W-4 t.oaa), ....._ ..., 
..,, ........ c1·• Piophn'• beu4 ................. ftil 
laJA111Rmi4.iaa.0W. ..... blWWia ..... ~cf twl-
;afww4 ..a.), ............. Rppwcl to he .... ..... .................. . . 
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worldly matte:ra, to an aged bankrupt who, having 
puaed through the court, lives obscurely secure and 
permanently ruined. The two chief scourges .of 
the :East, the Priest and the Prince, had sapped 
the very foundationa of it.a prosperity. The former 
insisted not only upon devouring the fat of the 
land ; he also demanded and obtained the 1argeat 
and the moat expensive establishments, colleges, and 
houaea devoted to supplying him with aucceaaora. 
The latt.er, who had his seat at the neighbouring 
t.own of Khayrpdr, plundered aH that the Church 
left unplundered. And the last change is, perhaps, 
the saddest. Bohri now ftourishea, but th~ ~yan 
is the lord of all he surveys ; and the future 
destinies of the Holy Place are dependent upon the 
Infidel .Railway~ innovation which is palpably 
due to the busy brain of the Foul Fiend. 

We embark upon the little steam-fairy, a 
Government atrair, leli to a Parsi farmer, which for 
one anna (three halfpence) canies us in eleven 
minut.es over the mile up-stream. Then are two 
of these articles, at.ern-wbeelers both, the "Suldmr" 
and the '4Boree," which ply during alt.emate months, 
when that off duty is let· for pie-Dies at B& 40 per 
diem. Not.e the curious contraat.s with the civilised 
vehicle, that Banyan's aaa, .generally an intp. 
..U aaellw, with split noatrila; and the Fakir 
in ragged robes and bard-like met.eoric hair, which 
waves wit.J, the wind, aa lie whisks and jerks his 
head from side to aide, pumping out the monosyllable 
H"'11i, i.~, 'lnitb, i.e., Allah. 
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Landing at a bit of mud-pier, we piss over 
the justy modem causeway which his banked out 
the stream and eonverted into dry ground the 
quondam islets, the Takiyah. of .MewaldU and it.a 
neighbour; both Hindu fanes, surrounded by jujubes, 
figs, and palms, and prot.ected by swiah-walla. The 
t,all houses of Rohir are made taller by the rock 
foundation, and by the lofty window-holes, whilst 
the flat roofs bear fences of reeds like what you may 
see at Tiberiaa ; most of them have been rebuilt 
and repaired. The Id-ph, or place for the Featival
prayera-thrce domes upon angular drums, and 
connected by masonry curtains-is in good repair, 
and every hillock be8.rs one or. more sanctified ruins 
which look down upon the -unholy Railway. A 
few new bungalows crown the height.a and com
mand charming views ; they belong to the Deputy 
Collector and· to the railway, now the provisional 
tramway, officials. 

:Mounting a new flight of at.epa,. we follow the 
narrow aJley leading to the house of the · Muj4wir, 
Halim Ullah. A stern long-bearded senior, he con
ducts us a.cross the way, spreads a carpet upon a 
CA4rp4i, or four-foo~ cot, and brings out a bundle 
to be throned upon a small cane at.ool. Then, Bitting 
oppoait.e and below it, he begins, with many naaal 
prayer&, to unfold eleven coven, handsome clothe 
presented by rich votaries ; and he ends by diapJay
ing the Daat.4r, or cap- and tight turban ; the Kaw. 
(robe). and the drinking-pot and roeary of the P.t 
~hd cl-Kd.dir. A rupee being well apent, we npair 



Holy lloAri. 223 

to the Shrine of the Holy Hair, which is committed to 
the green-robed Pir-bakhsh Abd el-Satt4r. Opposit.e 
the little room sit, in awestruck reverence, a dozen 
Burka' wearera, with latticed faces, and long dirty
white robes hiding their charms from head to heel 
The some ceremony of peeling off some fourteen 
cloths, and at Inst we reR.Ch an ltui, shaped some
what like a short Persian inkstand ; gold studded 
with rubies and emeralds, the gift of the BaWJ.
walpur chief, 88 well 88 the silver-legged cot which 
supports it. Inside, a leaf-shaped cover, also of 
gold, conceals the tube, .formed like the segment · 
of a email candle, and studded with fout;teen rows 
of rubies : from its top projects the Holy Hair. 
The appearance of this" W'1- Mubl.rak" is greeted 
with a murmur of profoundest reverence, especially 
by the women : to our West.em eyes, it is mightily 
like a light-coloured bristle. When I first saw it, 
sir, the colour was certainly darker and the length 
was greater ; a sceptie suggested tha.t the change 
is due to the insolvency and the general min of the 
no longer cc Sublime Porte," and of the anything 
but cc Grand Turk."· We know· that the beard of 
the Apostle of Allah was black, and we have, I 
have told you, a distinct tradition concerning its 
maximum length. But we refrain from these 
captious objections ; we pay the fee, and we go 
our ways. 

Even the b4z4r of !tohri is now in a thriving 
· state ; it is a mild imitation of Shikbpur, and the 
Banyans eye us with friendly glances. We have 



not been long enough in Bind, we have been· in 
Bind, for men to forget. what native l'lile was, and 
to dissemble from· themselves what it would be if 
restored. The new quarter bey.ond it is the Cowper
ganj, so called after a favourit.e magistrat.e; and 
here the Dharm.sdU, or Travellers' Bungalow, with 
ita adjoininy mosque, is kept in decent order. 
At the squares and open placea there aie aJse> 
masonry-pillars for lamps, and the TWn4, or police
atation, you may be sure, is not forgott.en ; in fact, 
there are two. 

Returning t,o the shore for a native boat, we 
enter Akbar'a mosque, a Jatmi', or catbedral, which, 
built by Fath Khan, haa a ~ of three arched 
divisioni and no minaret.a. - The Persian tiles, 
chiefly blue, with white inacriptiona and omamenta, 
are evidently old : they look like &ricient paint.eel 
g1aaa by the aide of the modern manufacture, the 
work of Mullmi, Hd.14, and of PUa jo Got'h. This 
style of decoration aeema to have become fashionable 
amongst Moalema about the thirteenth century and 
to have declined about A.D. 17 50. The coloura are 
mostly blues and purpl4¥J of various shades ; whit.a, 
green, and rarely yellow : as in Syria, the 1'ililtive 
depth of the glaze is the teat of antiquity and 
excellence. The chemical analysis for 187 4-5 ( § 6'} 
gives :Fe. 0. alumina, silica, and a little antimony 
in tke aand which forms the black glue ; when 
heat.eel in a crucible with NL 0. c. 0.1 it produces 
a beautiful dark blue ; the purple ia produced by 
black oxide of mauganeee, UJd the yellow bJ 
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orpiment.1 Specimens were sent ·to the Vienna 
Welt;ausatiell:oug by Bir William L. M:erewether, 
the present Commiaioner of Bind, and at Bakhar 
I shall make a small_ collection of select fragmenta 
for the benefit of an. artistic friend. 

Waiting for the boat, we remark that the river
face of Bohri is, or rather has been, fortified with 
curtains and bastions. The mat.erial is the hartt 
cryatAlline limestone which forms the shore, and the 
cement has apparently been acratched _over. Our 
guide, a police Havildd.r obligingly detached on this 
duty by the civil Faujd4r, Ghulam Daatg.Cr, 888ure& 

me that whe_n washed it becomes like a m"irror, and 
that im excessive hardness and polish are due t.o 
some Maad.'ld ("medicine,") mixed up in the lime; 
oil is the general idea. The several waterlines are 
distinct ; the maximum here marking between 
fifteen and sixteen feet, t.o the fourteen at Kotri. 
'Ve are also shown the broad deserted bed of a 
stream which, of course, in days of yore, was 
the Indus ; it runs almost at right-angles with 
the Nd.rat Supply Canal, finished in 1859, at an 
expenditure of seven lakha. Opposite, on the 
Sn.khar aide, appear the six arches of the Bakhar 
Canal, whose expensive sluices are said t,o have 
cost three lakhs. The sum is certainly well laid 
out. 

Presently appear the boatmen, whc>ee contract,ed. 

• K1 old friencl, Dr. Stoob, ac1minb11' ~"bed the mat.ria1a 
of the tD.. uul the wa7 of maaafactarina them. See the 
o.-...r~p.2'1. 

TOL. U. 87 
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eyes and maudlin faces assure us. that they have 
swallowed their -daily ·dose of bhang ; the only 
sober one of the party is . the sturdy matron who 
~ea the rudder-oar. Our. paissengem are all Hindu 
1romen, bound for the island of Khrij~h Khizr, 
fronting Rohri, from whose grove and domes pro
ceeds a distant thunder of kettle-drums. This 
popular Moslem Saint was a rival of . M:oaea, a 
great prophet, Phineas and Elijah in one, and a 
Wandering Jew who drank the Waters of Immor
tality, and who becomes all kinds of people. The 
Hindus here worship Jendd. Pfr, who is nothing 
but the River Indus, whilst the Sikhs have a little 
fane, founded, they say, by some Guru (saint-tieacher). 
Nowhere is the Sindi's confusion of faiths, elsewhere 
ao antagonistic, better illustrated. 

We alight upon the half-acre of barren sand 
and enter the blue gateway, distorted by it.a loose 
and yielding foundation. Here the Mujd.wirs meet 
us, and offer to show the sights, provided we unshoe. 
A pair of silver doors leads to the central building, 
whose date is given by the Persian inscription as 
follows: 

11 Wb• thia 00\ll't WU niled, 'be it known 
That the waten of Xhisr 111ft'OUDded it ; 
Khi&r nute thit in pleuing T,ene, 

'l'he date ia found from fAe CaurC of Me B'"tgA 0... 
(Duph i Ali).., 

The chronogram thua gives· A.B. 841 (=A.D. 952), 
or about two centuries and a halt after the Moslem 
conquest. The building waa begun by Shah 
Busayn, the merchant whose prayen to Khwd.jeh 
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K,Jiizr diverted the COU1'88 of the lndus from Aror. 
We then: Walk round, noticing the number of 
"Gentioo" wonhippers ; to the east there are three 
domes, and a cave dedicated to the Chu Yd.r, 
or Four\ Friends of Mohammed, whilst a small 
mean mosque fills the south-westem comer. The 
reverend· men, you see, are all in liquor ; Sobz' 
(bhang) is being openly prepared within the holy 
precinct.a, and the whole afFair wears a pronounced 
look of debauchery. 

We then drop down stream to Bakar, and land, 
a little ·above the mild maelstrom known as the 
Deg, orKettle: here the Zend.nah-baths ot'the'Amfrs 
have been conveited into an lndometer, now show
ing seven feet and three-quarters of rise. It is 
a pole in a hole, a sadly prosaic, modem, and 
Fmnkish copy of the venerable Nilometcr at 
Caireno Raudah.1 The islet "Bakar" (the dawn), 
so cn.llcd because it was the earliest settlement of 
El-Islam, is a rock, origino.lly a hillock on the 
plain, some thiity feet above the level of the Indus, 
and well commanded by both bo.nks. It came into 
our_ hands by a: peculiar exercise of diplomatic 
headwork. In a separate treaty, concluded Decem
ber 24, 1838, with the Talpur Amira of Khayrpt\r, · 
a significant clause had been introduced ·by those 
cmfty barbm::ians, stipulating tlio.t the gentlemen 
with :white faces·. should not appropriate to them
. selves any .qf the forts on either aide the Indt11 

. Thereupon t~o. Bri~~sh T1dleyrand, conscientiousl: 
· I 'fbere ia ~- U K,ot;ri. 
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remarking, cc It is curious how cunning :people out
wit themselves," laid Violent hands on ·Bakar, con
sidering it neutral ground _in, not on, the River. 
Thus, in due time, "the British Ensign wu," u 
we are officially informed, "planted on this im
portant fortress." It received a Christian name on 
the occasion, and it was at first highly prized by 
the new poeaesson, probably on the principle that 
makes us always think stolen fruit the aweetat. 
It hU now palled upon the palate and we have 
deserted it. 

Bakar, in 1876, consists of a wall of baked brick, 
and of a coronet of curtains, bastions, and towers, 
evidently new a.nd old. The former, repaired, at 
an expense of Bs. 80,000, u a refuge for the 
destitute in the days of the Mutiny, ia poor work; 
the latter may be known by its "dished " crenelles, 
which bend forward, a peculiar shape, and by it.a 
Dam4ghah (nostrils) or long meurtrima, which 
carry the loop-hole almost to the ground. On the 
southern side there is a little vegetation, an ad
mirable breeding ground for mosquitoes ; whilst a 
clump of dates to the north-west shelters the Jut 
resting-place of another Plr. Eastward the ground 
outlyink the wall has been wBahed for saltpetre ; 
this deleterious mat.erial, whose galvailic action 
injures even the iron telegraph-post.a, baa gnawed 
with invisible tooth the lower surface of ·the fine 
brickwork, making it B1Bume a mangy ·red. ·We · 
pa• the dilapidat,ed tomb-dome of the old·Govenior, 
lt which, in happier days, many a prayer baa been 
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breathed, and enter the northem gafie, the only one 
of the four still left open. The int.erior is a bare 
and tumbled tMW pleine, partly covered with ruins 
and atumpe of masonry. The grave of Shaykh 
Bakrd, who, according to aome authorities, named 
the islet, is atill covered with the cloth of honour. 
We peep int,o the open t.enement of the Plr 
Nau-gal., the "nine-cubit Sant,on ,. and, by remov
ing the shroud, we ascertain that this Sindi Chang 
had a brain-pan aomewhat smaller than our own. 
The popular belief is that the grave will insist upon 
opening, however strongly you repair it; uid .that 
the cerementa and bones refuse t.o decay. A 
melancholy care-taker, an old native officer of 
Sepoys, shows us the now desert.ed jail which 
caused the other gat.es to be blocked up ; and 
auurea us that the tiled pent-house, representing 
the powder-magazine of the Ordnance Department, 
·cost a lakh. . 

We have now, Mr. John Bull, "done" our Bakar, 
a place once so holy that the Pa11.o never would 
turn tail upon it : the intelligent and reverential 
fishes always retired with the rigid court ceremonica 
adopfied when approaching it. They are, it. is true, 
comparatively f8J'8 . in the upper waters, and the 
scoffers, who have come even to Bind in these latt,er 
days, declan ·that the stream is t.oo strong for 
them. Bot the labours of ichthyolOgista, especially 
upon the River Amazonaa, have pro~ed that the 
distribution of the genera and s~es is distinctly 
limited; and that the boundaries are aomewhat 
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n.rbitmry. The ln.st bopc for llakar is, olaa I the 
KaUir milwAy-bridge, whoso tall a.rchos, misecl 
high enough to prevent . it.a fouling tbo huge 
nntcrmm of tho nn.tivo · ci·u.ft, will hero find a 
ccnt1iLI 11icl". 1 'Vo nl"c stu·p1iscd that any other 
waa ever dreamt of by tho onginCCl'B, and yet two 
preliminary sites were prospected. 

Remains only to visit tho mgged and picturesque 
spine of limestone a little bclo\v Bokar : it.a strata, 
like thoso of the adjoining lumps, dip slightly to 
the north-cast, and thus suggest that a sinking in 
the ridge, possibly en.used by an co.rtbqun.kc, ono.bled 
Fath~ Indus to ma.kc for himself a nc\v bed. 
Converted into an island· dming tho ADnuo.l 1lood, 
it is known as Satino. jo Tlian, the sco.t of the &ti, or 
cclibo.t.e women, not of the bumt widows, a custom 
appo.rently unknown to Hindu Bind. The Fmnkish 
foreigners, evidently confusing the first word with 
" So.ta-bain " or " &ta-dhi" (aeptem aorores), 
have christened it the Seven Daughters or Virgins. 
From the club-foot;ed Fakfr who inhabit.a the wasp
ncat.s of mud plastl'rt'J °'brainat the south-eastern 
angle of tho fine brick-building, we loom that the 
Batis hero o.ppca.rcd in o. d1-emn to the young 
Koalom Conqueror, Mohammed bin K4sim, • who 
had made it his Astd.noh, or roating-placo, and 

' Tbo 'bric1go owr f.he 8t. Lnwronoo 11, I balio"9 JllOpGl8d • &Jae 
moclol. Tbo lndua wu hon boat-bridpcl fur Lard X..'1 UIDJ 
In la& b7 Kajor George Ti.om1on. 

I fte 0uD&teor (p. Ga6) '8111 111 that the lnu1clilqr ii '1 lllCll9 

aorna&17 eallocl the TMn .KUim BhA," fmn cme of t.be 8aha.Rrl 
a.,,idl, 1Uppo1Gcl to haw died hero abou• A.D. 1008. 
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urged him to att.ack Dd.hir,1 the Bd.jput ruler o( 
Aror. Hence ita so.nctity in the good old times 
now gone by. 

We take boat fro:in the Bohri shore, and a few 
strokes of the oar land us at the southem bank 
of the Batis' islet, where the grove of dat,ea and 
trees might be quadrupled by a little indll8try and 
activity. Here, alter mounting a rickety ftight 
of at,eps, brick repaired with crumbling mud, we 
find omselvea in o. small domed hall with two 
cha.brUaraAs, or mnaonry bench-seat& One aide 
is the Fakir's godown, the other (north-east) shows 
the door, jealously locked to men, · of the cell 
honoured by the gmcioll8 presence of the Satis : 
we peep between the planks, and aco-nothing. 
Another short stAircase, in better repair, places us 
upon the terrace of o. long narrow building, baaed 
upon the normo.l block of limestone, and rising 
a.beer from the stream. The pantiled :flat serves aa 
foundation for a host of holy tombs, whose pre
siding Banton is the Mfr (Sayyid) A'bd el-Kalsim 
of Rohri. They may be distribut,ed into four 
several blocks ; easternmost is a group dcmarked 
by a . set of four minaret.a, sham affairs, pretty 
enough, but never meant to ho ascended ; they are 
pillars of solid brickwork, faced with Persian tiles. 
Scatt.ercd and ruined sepulchres throng the terrace 
between-it and No. 2 group, where the Sayyid and 

1 Tlda ahlef, who ii known to haTe bean kil1e4 hJ the Arab 
inftder, ii often· confounded in lop11ds with a muala mon modem 
pe111C1D1p, DalurA, for whom ue Chapter m 
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his company repose : here the ninepins are of largC!r 
size ; and the tombs are either aandatAm.ea, ftat
topped and inscribed, or glazed tiles with waggon
tilt roofs. Finally, to the west of all is a neat little 
moequc, and below, near the river shore, is another 
of smaller dimensions, both, of COU1'98, in ruins. 
From the east end of the islet we see a similar 
rock-lump, crowned with the crumbling :Mausoleum 
of Pir Abu Sumad, popularly called Haji llotli, 
dwarfed by ita background, two hideous tele.graph
piera ten stories high, whose terminal maat is 
about to be raised seventy-five feet above the Indua 
in ftood. Finally, to the. south, and beyond the 
causeway, lie the desolat.e ruins of another holy 
man's long and once gaudy home. 

W c again take boat, and land on the right bank 
under olcl &khar, which occupies the dangerous 
angle projecting into the great beiid of the lndus. 
The strip of soil along the stream is of exceeding 
fertility; ho.If a. mile away from it, nothing appears 
but the usuo.l South Bind aspect of glitter and BUD

glare, barrenness and desolation. Hence, probably, 
the city's name, derived from "8ukh" (ease and en
joyment) ; the Sa.yyid Mund Ali, the cadet of a race 
now respecto.blc, but once receivers of stolen goods, 
assures us, however, that the original term is 
" Shukr I '' (thanks 1) the grateful ejaculation of 
Mohammed bin K'8im. Sakhar shows the normal 
enormous suburb of ruins, chiefly graveyards, and 
a nucleus of mud-town, including a mean wmr. 
There is a whitewashed dome capping the uual 
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parallelogram of variegated tilery ; and an adjoining 
cage contains a tiger whose t.empest of temper is 
allayed by lellli-etarvation. A second white dome, 
the fiomb of Shah Khayr el-Dtn (1758) has been 
utilized, first as Colonel W allace'a court, and now 
as a branch V emacular School 

New Sakhar, in 1848, the camp and buv, 
is separated from it.a old parent by the open apace 
and the dusty road, which are apparently aine q1'4 
nona in Bind as well as in Hind. It was formerly, 
I told you, a burial-ground. All the buttons of 
rock and the crest.a of the little sfiony ridges, 
cropping here and there out of the river-silt and 
duet which fotm the plain, bore the brick ·maU&olea 
of dead venerablea, each chief family having 
it.a own. The t.omba were appropriated, pierced for 
windows, furniahed with mud-verandahs, and con
vened int.o bungaloWB by the :fimt military settlers. 
who had their dwelli.nga among the t.ombs : even 
Jrfa'aatbn'a minaret, the Monument of Sakhar, 
ran imminent risk of becoming a " Gri11in Hall" 
Vainly the people claimed the right of way fio their 
anceatral graves : it was ruled that the ownership 
had paaaed int.o other hands. Presently the Pfm and 
Piradeha revenged themselves. Two Misses G , 
the daughters of an officer, died consumptive : a 
young Lieutnant N- was found dying on the 
ground below Clibbom'a Point : he had been playing 
cuds in the bungalow, and he could only mutt.er 
cc Not fair, not fair I" The actom in that ugly aft"air 
also died miaet&bly : :Mac - in Austria, and 



Phil - in the ci'V'.il hospital at Goa. Finally, 
Lieutenant C-, weak with !fever, attempting to 
climb a pile of tents in,yonder" Accordion Bungalow," 
brought it down upon himself, died, nnd wns not 
found till tho second or t11ird do.y. Such wns the 
penalty of sac1ilcgc : apparently, however, the 
Pin and Pirz4dehs hn.ve now, liko the eels, grown 
accuat.omed to it ; we heo.r, at least, of no more 
such demths. 

Bakha.r, when we occupied it, had almost lost 
vitality; .4,000 inhabito.nta (Bumea, 1834) were all 
that remained in tho ancient city, o.nd t.alca are t.old 
of it.a citizens being carried oft" by tigen· ond 
leopards: in 1876 it mo.y number 12,000 souls. 
The first reatomtive administered to it was the 
milit.n.ry cantonment. Barracks · nnd prison-cells 
were built upon the northern ridge for the one 
European regiment, and the single company of 
Artillery : Imes for the Sepoy corps occupied the 
lower ground, upon which pa.mdes were hold. The 
lndua Flotillo. w:oa ordered to fix its head-quarters 
at Snkhar. Then a.rose a huge native bUd.r to 
the west, with shops in multitudes, o.nd PBl'Bi st.orca 
of ham, pickles, pa.lo ale, fine wines, cur~oa, 
soda-water (tbcn importecl, no\V made), IUld a long 
list of similar notions o.nd neccasmies. Sakhar 
became a flourisbing plo.cc, but its prosperity 'W88 

not pcrmn.ncnt. Ignomnco of tho olimat.e o.nd wo.nt 
of common precautions mado it a play-ground 
for tcrtin.ns n.nd dysent.ory. At last, in 1846, the 

· 78th Highlanders, after over-fatigue and exposure, 
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were attacked by a fulminating fever lvhich in 
a .few days floored ho.If the corps ; 1 they were 
bled, they ware embarked on board native boat.a, 
and consequently, before it left. Ho.ydo.rd.bd.d for 
Kam.chi, the unfortunate corps numbered. some 500 
caaualties. · 

&kho.r New Town is redeemed from the aspect 
of uttor desolation only by the presence of a few 
civilia'Ull, o.nd the milway o.nd telegraph officio.ls. 
The.re is not a. soldier nor a. sepoy in the ca.mp ; 
their duty is done entirely by the policemen of this 
district, which is separate from the other tbrce, 
Ko.rd.chi, Ho.ydo.ntbtd, o.nd Tbn.rr-cum-P.d.l·knr to 
the south-cast. The only noticcu.ble improvement 
is in the matter of roads, cspecinlly Wallace's 
Cutting ; in the bit of tra.m\vo.y to tbo storc-clcpbts, 
which forks caatwo.rd; in the Residency, a no\v 
featuro, whoso Doric pillars of mud at once o.ttmct 
the eye; "in the ho.ndsome mnrkot-hnll which, one 
quarter built, decorates tho new bt1z'1· ; o.nd finnlly, 
in the library, another novelty, with el1urch-towcr, 
sham battlement.a, and a clock which pcrsiatcntly 
refuses to go. The latter contains the High, or 
English, sohool, showing a list of 92 boys ; the 
other sex studies at Gharibd.bd.d in the now baf.zd.r ; 
here a1ao DBBe1Dblies o.ro hold, nnd hero is the tempor
ary church wl1ilst o. spccin.l building, which docs not 
get on "like a pair of olcl boots," is in progress. 
Among the improvements I must include the 

I D-=ribad in tho Jato Colonel W. K. Stuart'• (O.D.) " Remini .. 
--of a Soldier," I vola., Bunt and Blackett, 18T6. 



286 Sitld Revisited. 

at.one-pitched Ghat, useful to the wosherman, the 
women's bathing-compound, tfie machinery-yard of 
the veteran Mr. Boyce, and J.aatly the steam ferry. 
We cannot, air, speak favo~mbly of the Travellen' 
Bungalow, whose rascally messman chargeR ua about 
1000 per cent. on washing and soda-water. 

But dull, desolate, decayed, miserable-looking 
Sakhar baa a future. Bad as the climate ia, men 
live longer in it than at Bhilaf.rptir or J acobd.bd.d. 
The railway, which the engineen seem trying their 
hardest not to make, must some day lie :finished : 
it will not only connect Bind with India, but it 
must also attract to itself all the outlying settle
ment& Common sense, again, will presently with
draw the Bind Hone from wretched ma1arioua 
J acobaU>af.d, a prison with the chance of being 
drowned. The occupation of Kelat will give poor 
old Sakhar an excellent sanitarium, and the annexa
tion of the Unhappy Valley to the broad and fertile 
plains of the Panjatb will make it, I venture to pre
dict, one of the principal stations upon the highway 
of commerce. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

SHIKAllPUB-ITS BAZAR-ITS HINDUS AND ITS 

FUTURE. 

SsmilPun, distant twenty-three miles, will be an 
intercst.ing place to you, Mr. John Bull, veteran 
admirer of commercial enterprise I • · 

Formerly we should have mounted our horses 
and crossed the silty plain at a hand-gallop: now 
we engage a " Shigmm," a roomy coffin on wheels, 
drawn by a pair of bullocks, paying Mr. Andcmon 
Rs. 5 for the trip, and half price for return : we 
shall set out at 9 p.m., doze on the road, smoke 
.a pipe at Mograni, the half-way hou8e, and finish 
the march by 7 a.m. The. highway is as good as 
it can be, and· the natives have invented what I 
shtJl call "Sind Macadam," a thick layer of the 
Jaw&ri (holcus)-stalk or the substantial "K4no," 
which prevents the silt being pounded to dust. · 
The reed is much like "Pampa-gmss," so called 
because .it never grows upon tho Pampas. Thill 
vegctiRble metaJJing begins about L&rkana. 

'Ve pass out of Snkhar from the Travellers' 
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Bungalow inclining to the north-west, leaVing a 
large clump of tombs on the right. The chief it.ems 
front the river. They are the tile-clad mausoleum 
of Mir (Sayyid) Ghuhbn Ali and ita surroundings : 
his northem neighlK>ur, Mir Abel el-B4ki, shows 
inferior work, and lastly the tomb of Shah Moham
med Mekkai adjoins the Catholic Chapel. Upon 
the hill to the north lies the deaeeratcd fane of 
the Chd.r Y ,r, and that tall adobe-rain to the East 
was used in happier days as a Belvedere ~d Lu
Aaua by the ?Am'nah of the Amfrs: it still retains 
signs of bungalow-hood. Off the road, and the 
other side of the balar, is a stone-revettied tomb, 
containing an angular bastion, garnished with trees 
and ftower-pota: in India it would be surrounded 
with gardens and pleasure-grounds. Crossing the 
ridge, which atill shows the old barracks, by 
"Trevor's folly," a prodigious deacent now made 
easy, we leave on the left the neglected gardens of 
the municipality, and to the right the deserted 
race-course. We then turn off westward towards 
the knob of corniced. rock which bean the mauso
leum of Adam Shah Kalh6ra, the moat saintly of 
that ecclesiastical race ; it ia conspicuous from the 
river os you apprwch Sakhar. The large burial
ground below the hm shows the Rnm4z4n straw
hone and the tatte1'ed Td.bd.ta, or biera, which are 
expected to do duty next year. We climb Adam 
Shah's overhanging rock by steps cut in the side 
and furnished above with a dwi.rf parapet. Here · 
41'8 nine large external tombs and four flattieia~ 
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domes, two of which form a single block : the 
grave under the smaller detached cupola shows 
yellow-vamiabed tiles which we would willingly 
appropriat.e. All open southwards; the domes are 
polygonal, and the int.eriom are in the honeycomb
style familiar to the Moslem world. 

The journey now begins in real earnest. We ent.er 
a broad tract of productive, not producing, country; 
an expanse of low scattered bush, like hair-tuft.a on 
an African scalp, with occasional breaks of wheat, 
holcua, sugar-cane, and the toll trees that generally 
denote a village. This is our desert ; not a sea of 
sand, the desert of your imagination before you left 
England, nor a rocky barren was1ie, the desert of 
your observation from the Suez Canal: here the 
wilderness is a dead flat, a horizon-girt circle of 
dull, dry, drab clay, resembling the tamped floor of 
a mud-house, in the atm°'phere of a brick-kiln. It 
bears little beyond the bones of hol'Be& and camels, 
with waifs and strays of broken .bottlts at far 
intervals ; there is no more grass on it than in the 
street.a of Belgravia or the ~~ d'Antin, but a 
little water would soon render it ve?durous as the 
by-ways of Pisa, W arwiek, or Arras. 

Our only diversions during the co'ld night, which· 
shows in early April 66° (F.),1 are the creaking of 
the frequent hack~..carta whf~ carry their human 

I At Sbik£rptr, ia ~ Karch, 1878, the lhade mu. ... 
.. (I'.). - the min. Ill (I'.) ·l'lopa Kuala 8 to 11 the .... 
... 100' (I'.). uul "" (I'.), with the ... of 81°. Tbe mu. 
llbade-tempentme ieoorded of late Jean ia 109° (J'.) ; the min. 
w. i. ..,.,.4 er (I'.) • w • ..,.. room-tempentare. 
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loads to Shikail'}>Ur, the grunting of grain-l•ttlm1 
camels, an occasional lighting to rc:u:l the insc1ip
tions on tbo tnll \vhitc mifo-1Josts, and the ascent.a 
and ~lcscl·nts of the brick-brillges which span the 
various cannls, the Snkhn.rwah, o.nd the Chott 
lligtlriwub, and the Rn.i.'l\Vath. At tho Great Shul 
Cu.nnl, distant some two miles from our desti11a· 
tion, we arc shown the mud-bungalo\v where tbc 
Bo.nynns meet to enjoy one of their multitudinous 
Mola, or fairs. Then bcgiu_s a long avenue of figs 
and "gold Moh1'8" (Puilzcicmaa), through· whose 
fco.thery plume we descry the Ul Bangld. (red 
bungalow),· DO\V the l{acbcri, or court of the town 
magistm~, W alidd.d Khan To.lpur. 

The gardens of this suburb are some of the pret
tiest in camp, and an abunclo.nce of water mn.kcs 
them ever· green. Even the bifu:rcations of the 
roads form dwarf flower-plots bearing white and red 
oleanders, tlie latter the reddest "Nosegays of St. 
Joseph" you ever saw, whilst the green parroquets 
ancl the pointed jays arc brilliant 88 the vegetation. 
'Ve poss the civil hospital, the jail with its adjoin
ing Mosque, ri.nd the deserted Travellers' Bung-.ilow, 
whore there is never a messman, and where you 
must sleep upon the heelless bedstead ; tbe old 
camp Wzatr, half ruins, half habitations ; the 
Romon Catholic Chapel, which ignores the priest ; 
and a nutDbcr Df .once comfort.able homes, all busy 
falling to pieces at th~ pace chosen by themselves. 
In one of them we· J>ru:ti~ulnrly remark the Ttih
Khd.neh, 01· vaultccl rod~ where the inmates flc<l the 
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noontide heat, but the ceiling has fallen in and only 
a hole remains. Finally, we are fortunate enough to 
meet Dr. S. H. Salam.an, Civil-Surgeon, who leads 
us at once to his bungalow, supplies us with t,ea 

and tobacco, and promises us much sight-seeing 
before breakfast. The only other officer now in the 
place is Mr. Fulton, BombayC.S., Judge and Educa
tional Inspector, with whom we shall dine before 
departure. All the rest are in the districts or at 
JacobatMd, where a force is assembling for field
service. Much mystery ov~rhangs its destination. 
Some declare that it is intended to assist the Khan of 
Kelat against his rebel chiefs : others opine that the 
Supreme Govemment would not have transferred. 
the command of the frontier from Sir William 
L. Merewether to C"A>lonel Munro and Major Sande
man if it had intended to follow out the Commis
sioner's policy. I have ventured, sir, to point out 
the unwisdom of interposing when native rulers 
and their vassals quarrel. we have nothing to gain, 
much to lose, in a mo.tter where gratitude cannot be 
expected ; and I ·only hope that the objective of 
this movement will be t.o provide Bind with a 
glorious sanitarium. . 

Shikd.rpdr, the city, dates, as she is now, from 
A.D. 1617.1 Her position, south of the Bolan Pass 
and eminently favoumble to commerce, aoon made 
her the main entnp6t of the Kborasan ·and Central 

.. . .. 
1 Jlajor-General Bir JI'. J. _Gold1mid tell.I the popular-tale how 

P1r, aliu Sultan, Ibn1Wn Suh, chief of the D4''1dputra w••er1, 
arter letting drop. nail, laid the founclaticma of the town in JMJ. 

VOL. U. 88 
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Asian caravan-trade with Bind and Western India. 
The country around baa been rich and productive ; 
traces of this prosperity still remain in the la.rge 
and numerous canals which intersect it. In .t..D. 

1786, Taymdr Shah, the Afghan, when he permittied 
the Talpdr house to replace the Kalhdras, raised 
Bhilmrpdr high above all the marta on the Indus, 
simply by privileging Hindlis to settle in it, and to 
trade without dread of indefinite extortioll& These 
people are principally of the Lob4n4 and Bh4tiy4 
castes, common in Bind and in the southern provinces 
of the Panjd.b. Their spirit of enterprise, developed 
by such simple means, showed itself in a way which 
deserves· mention ; and, at one time, the wealthy 
city numbered some 40,000 ~uls. 

Camp,· bounded north by the Baisw4h, south by 
the Ohoti :Begd.li is, as usual, separated from town, 
which lies about a ·mile 1io the north-east : the 
intervening tract of bushy ground, flooded during 
the inundation, bl'eeds a plague of mosquitoes, and, 
curious to say, white ant.a which are not found 
in the " native " settlement. The interval is int.er
aected with broad and reed-metalled roads, and 
there are some 180 wella and large tanks-for 
instance, the Hulriwd.h and the Gilleapiew4h
which, ~ough partly . diai~ect.ed by their ~t 
of water-lilies, m.UBt, during the heats, · become 
nuner.Y-beda of malaria. Here, and we . may say 
throughout Bind, the sicJ..ly season is the autumn, 
the dry1ng up of the -watera. The u.me is the cue 
in S7ria : it ia much I• so on the banks of Nilus, 
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where the "fall" forms one of the delighta of the 
year. The rain-gauge greatly varies, from a mini
mum of inches 0•98 centa. to a maximum of 10"44-; 
and this irregularity attacks the popular and general 
idea that showers are attracted by planting trees. 
Throughout Upper and Central Bind rain ia uni
venally held injurious, and the Hindus declare 
that Megha-Rajah, the Cloud King, was bound 
over to keep the peace with them. The belief ia 
support.eel by the fact that 1874:, the most rainy of 
eleven years, was also the most unhealthy of the 
score which preceded it. 1 Here, too, the people 
reckon five seasons, which we will thus tabulate-• . 

1 
OM,t, Spring. ha Karch and April. 

2, 8 
(Summer and 10uth winds) 

.A.•, hot.wind time, in )ft\y and June. 
Bdtm•, hot-damp time, in July and Augud. 

4, G 
(Winter and north wind1) 

Biro, Autumn, in September and October. 
Biyaro, Wi11ter, from November to B'ebrua.r7. 

Our hospitable host and guide, than whom we 
cannot have a better, harnesses his horse and drives 
us before breakfast to see the poor old Camp. The 
first visit is to the jail, a quondam Afghan fort; th~ 

1 The following are the lgmea of the rainfall-
188' inchell o-tS cent.. 18'10 inchee 8·7' oeat.. 
188G ,, 4:156 " 18'11 ,, 1 "ff/ ,, 
1868 " '"93 ,, 18'12 ,, 8-M ,, 
188'1 ,, 8"81 ,, 1878 ,, 8•1'1 " 
1888 ,, 8·11 ,, 1814: " 10•4' " 
1889 " 7'116 ,, . 18'1& ,, 4:•14: " 
Tlae &ftrll8 of Dine 7e&r1 ii uuilly laid down at 4:·'8 inohel, 
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usual aqua.re, with domed sentinel-boxes rising from 
the angles, and a gangway round the walls cqm
manding the interior. The enceinte appears secure 
enough, yet one man contrived to make his escape. 
The guards are " Kawaid," that is, armed ancl 
drilled as infantry, and dressed in drab, like Jacob's 
Riftcs (30th Regt. N. I.) The total of prisoners 
numbcm about GOO ; and no pains have been 
omitted to make the establishment self-supporting. 
The men, women, and boys are kept in separate 
enclosures ; and the first remark you make, sir, is 
the utter absence of the criminal face, so conspicuous 
in all your home-jails. The principal items o.re 
Bl'loch; many of the tribec, especially the Jckn.tni 
and Dliomki, forme1·ly so turbulent, have been tamed 
hy enlisting them into the guide-corps or police 
of Jacobd.bad. There arc several Jo.t.s; unfortunately 
they speak n co1TUptcd clialect, J1alf Sin<li : Pro
fessor Ascoli of Milan is anxious for considerable 
ruhlitions to my Grammar and V ocalmlnry of the 
Gipsy Tongue; hut these men ure useless. A few 
nre Bmhuis, including the only pretty woman .in 
the female ward, ·with. features ·distinctly Aryan, 
and showing no trace of the Tumninn. 1 The great 
mas." of the prison population is of course Sindi ,; 
and ent.tle-lifting is the favourite crime, much pre
fen'Cd to rnpc, robbery, and mutdcr. 

\V c visited in succession the boys' school and 

• If. I ~1nembor rigllt, Dr. Bellew (" 1l'rom the lndua to the 
Tigris," 18") baa neglected aome of the Bni.hui numemla. Tho 

• &rat thnie are Asa.t {l), Brut (2), and lluat (3) ; after which .they 
break into Ponian. 



De Jail. 2'5 

the neat and tidy workshops, where carpenters, 
chairmakers, masons, smiths, potters, and weavers 
of cloth and carpets were all unbusily at work, and 
we ended with the jail dispensary and hospital. 
The diseases are principally fevers and the Bind 
sore : ·the latt.er is very like that of Multmi, coloured 
a dark copper ; the base is ftat, and at first, honey
combed, whilst the edges are raised and evert.ed. 
We then drove to the new Library, a mud-Luilding 
without books; past the well-tank, Haz4riwd.h, with 
its old spring-board for bathe~, and to the Charit
able Dispensary, which contains newspapers. The 
reports of the latter establishment are int.eresting : 
the total of Moslems-who here, as usual in the cities 
of Bind, number only one-third of the Hindus
shows 5988 cases treated during two years, to 632' 
of their rivals. 1 Crossing the lesser Big4ri Canal, 

-to the south of the town, we inspect.ed the " Bh4hi 
B4gh," or public gardens, well kept up by municipal 
funds, and we called, at the little "Zoo," upon the 
tiger, the monkeys, the parah or hog-aeer (Oenms 
Porcinus), that outlandish, Malacca-like form, and 
the Gorkhar, or wild ass, whose graceful back dis
dains to bear the cross. The vegetation flourished, 
the roses were perfumed as those of Syria ; but the 
" Merewether Pavilion," built by Ci.ptain Phelps, 
with its metal-revetted spirelet, might have chosen 
a better model Altogether, the .establishment was 
a remarkable contrast with the miserable and 

• The clet&ill an :-ll'or 18'1M : B"uulu, 188'1 ; MOilema, 
9'1'18. For 18'14-1: Biu.d.u, 8'5'1; J(Ol1ema, UH. 
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neglect.eel st.at;e of Public Gardens in Sind, especially 
those of the capital . and the ex-capital, Kan.chi and 
Haydami.d.. 

The mile between the Red Bungalow and Dr. 
Salaman's quarters shows a melancholy acatt;er of 
ruins, which prolong themselves even beyond the 
Gilleapiew4h. Equally deserted ·are the various 
cemet;eriea ; the Jewish, which has been pillaged of 
it.a inscriptions ; the burial-ground of the .Maratha 
Mhd.rs, with it.a piles of masonry, ea.id to have been 
built by a charitable widow, and still bearing to the 
east an inscription beginning with " Shrl Bhagwan
td.ya Namaha." (I bow before the propitious Giver 
of Good) ; and the old cemetery, whose earliest dat.e 
is 1844.. The only symptom of the care-taker 
appears in the new cemetery : here lies my friend, 
poor Georgy .Major, who gave· a name, " .Major
d.bd.d," to the crumbling "lines" beyond it. Equally 
well preserved is the grave of a native officer shot 
by a -Sepoy : the last resting-pJace of the latter is 
a kiln of adobe, where all manner of rubbish and 
impurities are still burnt over the body. The 
Afghan fort on the Jacob,bd.d road has also been 
lat.ely repaired for a K'1ilah Semi, or Caravan 
Bungalow. A square four-towered building like 
the jail, it is mostly occupied by hone-dealers: 
the last yearly sale was only 377' head, a falling oft" 
from that, nW:nbeiing 900, which preceded it. 

And now, sir, to the native town. This capital 
of merchant.a, bankers, lllid. money-changers is built 
upon o. low alluvial plain abounding, as uaual, in 
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fine dust and glitfiering warp. An~iently, a mud
wall, aome 8800 yards of which Time broke into 
white mouldering fragments, and eight big shady 
gates of Oriental type, formed, with the two fort.a, 
its rude defences. The streets are narrow, crowded, 
and unclean ; there are no public buildings of any 
age so.ve a few mosques: the houses are for the most 
part coinposed of sun-dried brick and wood work ; 
with low verandahs, "wooden panes of glass" to 
close the little peepholes that serve for windows, 
and the other accessories of the normal Sindi 
domicile. The large and straggling suburbs are 
lined and dotted with the ubiquitous tombs. 
They are interspersed amongst and surrounded by 
plantations, which give a tinge of freshness to the 
view ; but unfortunately for the local health, wa~r 
is struck at twelve to thirteen feet below the 
surface, and the number of wells, each with its 
dependent stagnant pool, is evidently in excess. 

The bonns 'bouohe of Shik4rp'lir is the Great 
Bd.zd.r-the main street, almost bisecting the city
about 800 yards long, and ramifying on either aide. 
It is a-long narrow passage, darkened and guarded 
again_st the sun by mats resting uP<>n Chevron-shaped 
beams, which spring from the hOu&e-tops on either 
side : though there is a :flying ventilator-roof, the · 
inmates and Aabit"'8 look sickly· and etiolated. The 
shops, or rather booths, are. the usual open boxes 
fron~ with Chabutarahs,_ _or · mud-sea~ Here, 
moreover, '\'fe find '.none of. the Long A:cre specialty 
which, throughout the E~ · pre~enta ·the trades 
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piat.achioa, and th~ smokers of tobacco, must 
periodically open their throats to swell the clamour 
floating around them. Except when the crafty 
Hindus transact business with fingers hidden under 
a sheet, not a copper pice changes hands without 
a dozen offers and refusals, an amount of bad 
language, and a display of chapmanahip highly 
curious to the W eatern observer, as showing the 
comparative value of time and labour with bullion. 
Curious but by no means pleasant. The eye revoit.s 
at every object that meet.a it, especially the diaboli
cally con1iorted countenances of the men on 'Change; 
the ea.r ia sickened by the tremendous do8ea of 
sound perpetually administered ; and other delicate 
organs suffer from the atmosphere, which, to use no 
stronger epithet, ia stiflingly close. The mats are 
by no means so efficient against sun and reflected 
heat as are the stone v"ultings of an Afghan BUd.r ; 
and the clouds of dust raised by tbe many trampling 
feet alternate with the muggy damp after the 
passage of the Bihishti, 1 whom a modem traveller 
calla a " beastie." 

'Ve now pass into the open Stewartganj, a 
broad at the end of the Great Bd.zd.r; it ia decorated 
with a central lamp-post of masonry, an article 
which begins in Bombay, and which will probably 
end in Northem To.rtary. We are joined by 

1 Bih.Wat, in Penian, ia h~ven, p&ndile, and Blhiah.U ia one 
'beloDainl to that region. The aomplimentarJ t.iile llunra ma ma:. 
portaDoe in a tropical repon : to expreu ndclea death the Bia-

• dudull W the phrw, "Nm Da m4n1bf "-he did - .U for ....... 
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:Mohammed Khan BWk.zati, the :FaujcUr, or ln-
·apec1ior of Town Police, whose men wear blue and 
nut-brown. holland (K.haiki), and use swords instead 
of musket& Our cort~ge is strengthened by the 
Deputy-Collector, W atdhu Mall; and we visit succes
sively the Municipal Hall, whose secretary, Natnd. 
Mfr, of Arab descent, is absent ; the V emacular 
School for boys, and the " Anglo-Vernacular," alias 
the High School, which is empty, although 10 a.m. 
has struck. What moat strikes me, air, is the 
exceeding civility of all who meet us. Perhaps 
the less they see of us the better they like us. 

We will again walk through the Bazar :. this 
time I must draw your especial attention to the 
Shilm.rpUri Hindus proper, who still own some 
900 establishments in this poor ex-station. The 
typical man is a small, lean, miserable-looking 
wretch, upon whose wrinkled brow and drawn 
features, piercing black eye, hook-nose, thin lips, 
stubbly chin and half-shaven cheeks. of crumpled 
parchment, Avarice has so impressed her signet that 
every one who sees may read. His dress is a tight 
little turban, once, but not lately, white, and a 
waistcloth in a similar predicament ; his left 
shoulder bears the thread of the twice-bom, and 
a coat of white paint, the caste-mark, decorates his 
forehead ; behind his ear sticks a long reed pen, 
and his hand swings a huge rosary-token of piety, 
forsooth I That man is every inch a Hindu trader. 
Be may own, for aught we know, lakhs of rupees ; 
you see that he never losea an opportunity of adding 
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a farthing to them. He could, perhaps, buy a hill 
principality with a· nation of serfs ; yet he cringes 
to every Highlander who approachea his cloth
shelves, or his little heaps of silver and copper, aa 
though he expected a blow from the freeman!s hand. 
Scarcely a .Moslem passes without a muttered 
execration upon his half-shaven pate, adown 
whose sides depend long love-locks, and upon the 
drooping and mgged mustachios covering the 
orifice which he uses as· a mouth. There ie a 
villainous expreesion in Shylock's eyes as the fierce 
fanatics void their Ion.thing upon him ; but nothing 
in the world would make him resent or. return 
slight for slight-nothing· but an attempt t.o steal 
one of hie coppers, or tO · carry oft" a pennyworth 
of cloth. 

Thie Shikd.rptiri, having few or no home
mn.nufacturee, began long o.go to devote his energies 
t.o banking, · and in less than half a century he 
overspffad the greater po.rt of inner Asia. From 
Turkey to Chino., from Astrachan t.o Cape Comorin, 
there was hardly a considerable commercial town 
that had not its Shiklirpliri .or the Shikd.rpliri's 
agl'nt. Hie head-quarters will still sell you bills 
of cxchn.ngc to be discounted, without question or 
demur, in pluccs distant o. six months' march ; and 
possibly you mny owe to the interested good offices 
of the discounter the whole state of your neck or 
your throat. 

The Hundf, that rude instrument with which the 
Shik4rp11ri Rothschild works, is a short docu~ent, 
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in the us\lt\l execrable stenography, . laboriously 
acribbl~d upon a square scrap of 11imsy bank-not.e 
paper, and couched in the following form : 
11. TrUe is the deity Shri 11 

1. To the worthy in every respect. May you 
ever be in good health I Mo.y you always 
bo fortunate t our Brother J esumal. 

2. From Shikarpur, written by Kisord'8 ; read 
his compliments I 

3. And fu1ther, sir, this Hundi of one thousand 
rupees I have written on you in numerals 
and in letters, Rs.1000, and the half, which 
is five hundred, of which the· double is 
one tl"1ousand complete : dat.ed this • • • 
of the month i • • • in the Era of 
Vikramaditya, to be paid after a term of 
• • • days to the bearer at Kd.bul ; the 
money to be of the currency of the place. 

In the year of V.ikr4m4ditya, etc., etc., etiC. 
The document contains marks which e1Fectually 

prevent forgery ; they are known only t.o the ~ter 
and to his correspondent& You may imagine, 
llr. John Bull, how uaeiul are a few bit.a of such 
paper, when you are riding through a region where 
to produce a single gold coin would be the best · 
way of ensuring sudden death. 

The Shikd.rpdri Hindu, af~ receiving a sound 
commercial education and studyjng the practice 

1 'l'h.e invariable initial formula. 8bd ia Wlhmi, the Oodclma· 
of Pmsperitf ; w~t ma1 be the m,.nio meaning of 11, I OIDllot 
mm ~temP' to di'Y.iu. 
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of trade nt home, ~n.rries with much solemnity 
and CC'rcmony. · The birth of the first child is the 
signal for l~i.ving home ; th9 jeu,ne pAre takes leave 
of liis fnmily with tears and sobs ; and he forthwith 
sets out alone for some · distant land, with· the 
probable intention of spending in exile half his 
life. This bas become with him a kind of pun
donor. He goes wherever lucre calls him, among 
the fiery Bedawin of Southern Arabia, the fanatic 
kidnappers of Northern Tartary, the exto:stionate 
PersinnA, . the wild 'V d.sawd.hOi,_ the inhospitable 
regions which lie fnr beyond the "House of Snow " 
(Himd.layM), and· the ruffian-tenanted Sulaymd.ni, 
or Hindu-Slaying (llinclu-l(ush) hills. If favoured 
by Sbri, he may attain affluence and considerable 
political influence, which he will use with an iron 
hn.n<l. His stores of cloth and jewellery, and his 
commnnd of capital, aided by the rare gift of 
calculn.tion, may raise him to become farm.er of the 
revenue, in which position his sharp wits, and his 
comparatively-honest conventional dishonesty, may 
endear him, dcRpite his creed, to King or Governor. 
Othcr\visc he must content himself with picking 
the pockets of the fair sex ; with cajoling small 
coins from the barbarians among whom he lives, 
and with scraping together by slow degrees a little 
fortune, the produ~ of bargains and barteringa 
by which he is invariably the gainer. And thus 
pass away the prime years of his poor three-score. 
He is <'nsily c:xpntrinted as is your fumily, Mr. Bull, 

·and, nll40 likt• yours, he invaria.bly nnd persistently, 
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through all the vicissitudes· of his career, looks for
ward to a return home ; consoling ·himself with the 
hope, noJ; of laying his bones, but of becoming 
ashes, as a good Hindu should, in his fatherland. 
However, it sometimes happens that the home to 
which he retums is, like the old Crusader's, hardly 
recognizable, the single child having been doubled 
and trebled ; and a Stemer Will than his often for
bids the gratification of his poor wish about the ashes. 

The fair sex at Shikd.rpur, both Moslem and 
Hindu, has earned for it.self an unenviable reputa
tion ; perhaps we can hardly be surprised by the 
fact. The women are far-famed for ~uty, the 
result of mixing with higher blood ; for freedom of 
m&DDers amounting to absolute " fastness ; " and 
for the grace with which they toBB the Kheno, or 
ball. These attractions have often proved irre
sistible to the wild Highlanders that flock to the low 
country bringing for sale their horses, woollens, and 
dried fruits : · you will see more than one half. 
naked, half-crazy beggar who, formerly a thriving 
trader, has lost his all for the love of some Shikd.r
pUri . siren. By these exploits the fair dames have 
more than once involved their lords in difticult 
~d dangerous scrapes. Moreover, when the young· 
husband that was, returns home old and ·gray, to 
find a ready-made family thronging the house, 
scandals will ensue ; there are complaint.a and 
scolding& ; perhaps there is a beating or two before 
matrimonial peace and quiet are restored. The 
Hindus of the other lndine cities have often pro-
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posed to place their northern brethren \Inlier 0. hau 
till they teach. their· better ho.Ives better moralK. 
But then what would become of the bo.nking 1 

The population bercabotits is well-leavened wi~h 
Afghan blood, probably by intermarriage with, 
if not descent from, the warriors who settled in the 
country after the invasions which so rapidly suc
ceeded one another in the do.ye of yore. Many are 
landed proprietors, the feudal grants of the native 
princes having been continued to them by our 
Government. It is impossible to mistake- their 
appcar.1.ncc. The men are beyond comparison the 
handsomest race :wo have yet seen: they i:eta.in 
the fine Higblanll physique, while their mountain 
skins and "rocky faces" have been softened and 
made delicate by the warmth an,d _the creaturc
comforts of the plains. · 

Look at this superb animal, with features of the 
purest Grecihn type: tull broad brow·, large black 
eyes, straight thin nose, abort and " castey " lip, 
oval cheeks o.nd chiselled chin ; a clear brown com
plexion, lighted up by a colour one might mistake 
for rouge ; raven curls falling in masses upon his 
stalwart shoulders; and a beard soft, glossy, and 
black as floss-silk. He stands at least six feet 
without his slippers, and yet his hands, wrists, and 
ankles have not a trace of overgrowth ; his form 
is straight as an arrow, and his inuscular limbs are 
commanded by nerves . of steel. Can the human 
figure anywhere sho\v a more perfect combination of 

. strength nnd symmetry and abROl_ute grace ! 



I never saw their wives and · daughters, but 
those who have had that good fortune assure me 
they are, after their kind, as comely as the ruder, 
but the better favoured, of the two sexes. Both 
are said to outstrip, iJl intellectual a8 in physical 
development, the other inhabitants of the plains. 
Many of the men read, write, and speak three if not 
four languages, Persian, Pakhtli, Sindf, and, per
haps, Hindostani; they yield to none. in bravery, 
astuteness, and villany ; they enjoy the respect of 
all as being Bachhek-.A.ughan-Sons of the Aughd.n, 
as the Afghan calls himself-and, by direct conse
quence, they are as haughty, high-spirited, and 
vindictive as anr superior race could wish to 
be. 

We must now shake hands with our good host, 
Dr. Salama:n, and exchange hearty hopes of meeting 
again. We leave him with a good word about the 
future of Shik4rpdr. Once the eantonment con
tained two regiments; in 1876 it looks as if it had 
aufFered from siege, pestilence, or famine. But .the 
railway will retrieve its fortunes. The banking 
business now sadly fallen from its high estat.e, will 
be revived by increased facilities for transit and 
trailic: once more it will bring wealth to the Great 
BUaf.r; and the position of the town will ensure iul 
being one of the chief feeders of the Iron Boad. 
Finally, 8hi1r4rp4r will recover _its garrison 88 soon 
88 Oo~n Sense takes courage to withdraw the 
troops frompestilent JacoWWd. 

T ... D. 89 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

SIBt OR SlWI 1 (NORTHERN snm}-DUB.RANI HEROISM 

-THE DYKE OF AROR-SENTDIBNT. 

THl!'BB few pages will contain an account of what 
you did not seo, Mr. John Bull. We have well-nigh 
exhausted the deformities and the beauties of Young 
Egypt: nothing remains but second-rate copies of 
what you ho.ve already condemned and admired. 
Besides, this is April, csscntia.lly a feverish month, a 
mixture, like that ferocious Trieste climate, of winter 
and summer. Spring never smiled upon these re
gions, and though the year 1876 has hithert.o been 
exc~ptiounlly fine and cool, we must hourly expect, 
at the chnngc of "·ind to the south, tepid, muggy 
mornings and evenings ; torrid, sunbumt noons, 
Kho.msius 01· Simt\ms, and grand displays of Bind 
" clevils " .nncl dust-storms. To these circumstances, 
sir, you owe y..Qpr escape from many a long un
interesti11g ride~ 

'Ve eball not go to K4ngarh, which is now co.lied 
1 Strictly 11>eakiDg, thi1 ngio11 conu.im the tract. about Sakhar 

and 8bi1Wpdr. 
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JaeoW.bsld, distant twenty-six miles north-north
weat of Bhi]Wplir. It lies a little north of old 
Janid'ra, a wremhed village with a ruinous fort, 
a prodigious cemet.ery, and a solitary· tree which 
harboured all the birds in the neighbourhood. In 
those days a body of Beloch Gasperonis, half. 
pioneers, half-pensioners, inhabited the delectable 
spot under charge of a British officer, whose throat 
they did not cut. KUgarh, the hamlet of four 
or :five huts, which has become the head-quarters 
of the Bind Horse, three corps, so called because 
they contain no Bind.is, would be very uninterest
ing to you. When the choice of a frontier-post 
rested upon General John Jacob, he pitched upon 
the beat he could : now it has become the very 
worst. The cantonment, whose centre-piece is the 
Residency, once the pa],flMD of its founder and 
christener, has been well laid out with parallel road& 
and fine avenues of trees, and the soil is famed for 
producing the finest :flowers. But the site of this 
"oasis in the desert," containing aoine two square 
miles, is eBSentially unwholesome. It ie the hottest 
place in India, and the popular name for the place 
is ·~ Little Jehannum." J;>uring the inundation 
JacobaUmd becomes an island, a swamp, ".'here. 
officers and men must at times use pick and shovel 
to prevent their being swept away by the furious 
floods. In 187 4. the houses fell, and the " madams " 
were put into boata ready for exportation, while their 
husbands laboured bodily at the embankmenfil. 
Communication with Bhik4rplir is utterly cut of', 
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and, even in the most favourable .seasons, the vile 
road is rendered almost impracticable by the water, 
which must be crossed in boat.a. Between :March 
and July the unfortunate . tenant.a suffer from .. the 
blasting, fiery StU: (Bim11m), the gift of the Patt, 
or Little Desert, thirty miles wide, stretching 
towards the Bolan Pass. In 1841 it is said to 
have killed 1300 camels, and during most yean 
it kills the r&V8Jl.8. The curious persistency of 
stationing three corps permanently in one place 
has not only caused an exceptionally high death
rate ; it has also proved the means of degenerating 
the members-they are far from be.ing the good men 
they were. Briefly, the sooner we convert Ja.c0b-
4b4.d into an outpost ; connect it by a decent road 
with Bhikarp11r, and station the troops at Bakhar, 
the better. No man in his· sane senses would 
station his whole force upon the skirts of a province, 
where a troop or two suffices, without a single 
soldier, for support or reserve, nearer than some 
three hundred miles. 

The evil has been greatly increased by the 
Kasmor, or Knshmor, Band, an embankment which 
cost five lakhs of rupees, C<'ntaining the right bank 
of the lndus, and connecting that village with the 
Bfgd.rf and Nurwah Canals. This dyke was pro
posed. for the defence of Jacobd.bd.d; but even in 
1876 a gap of four miles must be left open. It has 
depopulated a fine tract of country ; it threatens 
Old Sakhar : and it may even cause a complete 
ahifting of the irrepressible river. Any exceptional 
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freshet may burst the "Band" and insulat.e Sakhar 
Camp, below which the inundation used to dis
charge ; and seriously damage the working of the 
railway, upon which all the prosperity of the Upper 
Province now depends. 

The present antiquatied arrangements date from 
the days of General and Acting-Commissioner John 
Jacob, who, after eightieen years' service in Bind, 
died on October 5, 1858; and they endure, I have 
told you, whilst all the conditions that favoured 
them have changed. They were originally intiended 
for the benefit of the J ekr4nis, the Domlds, and the 
Bugtis; but these robber-tribes have long ago become 
peaceful cultivators. They are perpetuated by the 
old school of Sind soldier, that eat at the feet of 
hie Gamaliel, John J8"ob, and that ever held and 
still hold him a manner of Minor Prophet. He was, 
I have told you, a remarkable man, and BO you may 
judge by the entire . devotion of his followers and 
aucceeeors. He used to base the most ~ided views 
upon the shallowest study of the " Eternal Laws of 
Nature,'' of "Principles," and BO forth. 

General Jacob could not play whist ; ergo, whist 
was bi.nished from the mem of the Bind Horse, and 
even now, nearly a score of ye&l"B after hie death, 
it is still, I believe, under interdict. A " practical 
mechanic," that ie to say, a mere amateur, he tried 
to force .upon the army a JS.pier-bayonet and a 
double-barrelled, four-grooved rifle, which reached 
the climax of impracticability. Incapable of master
ing native languages, he hated linguists, and never 
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]oat an oppoJ'.hlnity of ridiculing and reviling them. 
lloreover, he dignified his deficiency by erecting it 
into a principle-namely; that all English subjects 
lhould ]earn English; and here, for once, his preju
dices ran in the right line. He knew nothing of 
the sword beyond handling it like a broomstick ; 
therefore he would not allow it to be taught to his 
men, many of whose lives were thus sacrificed to 
hia fatal obstinacy. He utterly cond6Jlllled the use 
of the point, which is invaluable throughout- India, 
because the natives neither make it nor learn to 
guard it. His only reason for this dogmatism waa 
the danger of ihe thrust by his own experienced 
hand. In a few single combats, after running his 
man through the body, ho had risked being dis
armed or dragged from his hOrae. He probably 
never knew, and, with characteristic tenacity, he 
would not have changed his opinion had he known, 
that Lamorici~re proposed to take away the edge 
ftom the French trooper's blade ; that the French 
heavies still use the straight sword, beat fitt.ed for 
the point ; and that the superiority of the latter to 
the cut is a settled question throughout the civilized 
world. His prejudices were inveterate, and they 
were most easily roused. He hated through life a 
native of Persia, who, not understanding his stutt.er, 
a defect imitated by his adm.iren, wrote his name 
J-J-J-J-J-Jaco'b, thus:-
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At last his obstinacy killed him. When adviaecl 
by the surgeon not to ride hii final ride home, he 
asked, with a sneer, if the young man knew his 
constitution better than he did bimselt, and he 
died examining a new rifle. 
. Should we turn to the north-east, and journey still 

along the right bank of the river towards that same 
Kasmor, distant some one hundred miles of winding 
road, our ephemeridis would chronicle a deadly 
unintBesting series of seven marches, ending at the 
" port of considerable trade," where commerce is 
almost nil. For Kumor, our northernmost village, 
has now drawn eight miles away from. it.a w.ood
station on the lndus, which here flows under the 
t.allest of it.a banks. In bygone days the land de
served for blazon, " 8na1Be, Spur, and Spear," and 
for mot1i0, "Vivitur ex Rapto," as ever .did the 
Border between Ouse and Berwick. Every little 
settlement had its "peel," whence, generation after 
generation, the need-fire glo~ed aud the slogan 
sounded. Hero Macfarlane'& lantern tempted many 
a wight to the foray, the fray, and the " kind gal
lows;" and as for " Hairibee," every tall tree upon 
a clear spot has, sometime or other, acted in that 
capacity. The men, armed to the teeth, in spite of· 
all proclamations, were modern survivals of stark 
moai-troopen. riding out to hany their neighbours' 
flocks and herds ; and the women W81'8 

~Of ... htoooh ... 1lluele6.,,..,.,. 
u ever wm:e the damee -and daughtAn of the 
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" Limitanei." An unpleasant feature in the humau 
po.rt of the picture wos the vast o.mount of mutila
tion, the religious penalty invariably inflicted upon 
theft, which the Bordercrs considered march-treason. 
This gcntlcmu.n had no ears, that lady no noae; one 
fine youth had lost an eye, and many a grim
visaged senior bore unimanous, unmistakable signs 
that all had been cnW'ged, and, what is "~one, that 
they ho.cl been detected, in certain lively little indul
gences a.go.inst which the Decaloglio enters a special 
prok"'Bt. An outpost of the Bind Horse, ltasmor 
has now learned to behave decently, and the same 
may be said of once barbarous Mithankot, Fazal
pdr, and Miranpdr. 

The villages throughout this robber-land are 
miserable heaps of mucl-huts, stmggling about 
the tall walls of" swish-fort.a, which acted cattle
pena in times of peace, and at others, atrongholda 
for the thieves. The work is generally a square 
or an oblong, with ramps ascending the round 
towers at each angle ; with lancet-shaped cre
nollea or battlements to shelter the matichlocka 
manning the parapet, and with well-defended 
gateways, which in the hour of need are built 
up with a.d.obu. The inside cont.ains accommo
dation for man and beast, a well or two, shad7 
trees, rooms under the walls, by no meana bomb
proof, stacks Of forage, and granaries-the latter are 
earthem cylinders eight or nine feet high, covered 
and lut.ed at the top, and pierced below with a hole 
through which the ~ntents are drawn ofF. The7 



inay be seen everywhere between the banks of the 
lndus and the Euphrates, the Orontes and the Nile. 

You may like to hear, Mr. Bull, the.proper way 
to demolish these hornets' nests, which have caused 
sore lo11 to many a Brigadier Dunderhed. The 
" old hand," after ascertaining that the gateway 
is blocked up with only sun-dried brick, opens a 
false attack of, say, 200 men, carrying lad.den, 
firing their muskets, and making a noise, which 
certainly causes every defender to leave his post, 
and y make for the supposed point of aBB&ult. 
This is the time when a man may steal unobserved 
to 1ibe gate, bearing a bag of powder with a lighted 
slow-ma'fch ; hang it up by the hook to any con
venient part or the beams, and u make himself 
scarce " as soon as he can. Immediately after the 
explosion, 300 or 400 bayonets tumble in over the 
shattered planks and blown-to-bits brick, whilst 
the demonstrating party, hurrying round towards 
the entrance, curtails the number of fugitives. This, 
Mr. John Bull, is a remarkably neat way, because 
whatever is in the fort-cattle, grain, and other 
matters-falls into your hands. 

'~ But why not breach the gate with guns t" 
Because, ftretly, the entrance is often so well· 

defended by a quincunx of round towers that you 
must batter these down by way of preliminary. 
Secondly, I suppose you to be deficient "in maiMVZ, 
as on small Occasions you generally are in India. 
Had you a few mortars, you could shell the place 
inaide out within half a day ; and a battery of 
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breaching guns would, in twenty-four houn, cut 
through the curtain a square hate capable of admit
ting a pair of camels abreast. 

But if your scout inform you that the gai'AS 
must not be attacked because some twenty-five feet 
of pal1r4 brickwork have been ·thrown up behind 
it, you may readily open the curtain by planting 
strong poem and beams, pent-house fashion, against 
it, and by supplying the miners with pickues, and 
water to wet the clay. Your rUlea inuat protect 
them against the matchlock-balls and arrows, the 
spears and stones, and the hot water or boiling oil 
of the defenders, till they have dug about. Aight feet 
into the wall ; then they l~ge their powaer, tamp 
the hole out.aide with bags of the excavai'ASd earth, 
bolt out of their burrow, and trust, as good aoldiers 
must often do, to their heels and their good luck. 

The Northem Sin<lis are far more· warlike than 
their Southern brethren ; still, there is the taint of 
timidity in their composition. Although they have 
brought themselves to bandy blows with the Beloch 
an~ to beard the Brd.b.6.i, they would generally 
rather flee than fight, and huddle into their fort,a 
ins1iead of defending themselves in the :field. Per
haps the Afghans are the only people in this part 
ef the world who ever dared to prefer the wall 
of men to the wall of ~ud, and they, I suppose, 
mostly did it on paper. 

History makes affidavit that when .Ahmed Khan, 
the Dumini, proposed encircliug Kandabd.r, his 
capital, with moat and rampart, the Sardan ( chiefa) 
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objected 1io sueh precaution, propounding the theory 
that their little swords and good arms were the 
monarch's properest defence. On this occasion, I 
suppose, we must believe Clio ; the tale is still 
current amongst the Mghans, and a popular poet 
chose it as the subject of a Ghazal, or Odo, which 
has been translat.ed, Mr. Bull, for your fuller com
prehension of Oriental Chauvinism and Gasconade. 

Pllt not thy trust, 
Gnat Kini I in rampart, foue, or height of tower, 

Which are 1.a duat 
ID the fierce whirlwin•'• grasp, before the might 

Of Man's ltrotts 111iatt I 
The monuoh tlirunocl upo11 the loving hellri 

Of human kind, 
The prinoe whose 1eeptru l\ml whuae sword command 

Jrlan'a love and fear ; 1 

Kay he not apum the cunning craven arts 
To deapota dear I 

Indeed, sir, a cut at tlie fortifications of Louis 
Philippe and of M. Thiers, which afterwards did 
such good work I But allow m~ 1io couclucle : 

Thy nmpari be the ateely line whose creata 
Are aword and spear; 

Thy foue thil plain; a Vale of Death to thc111U 
Tbatdare....U 

The patriot king ; thy to"8r of atrengtla, 1& uamu 
At which tum pale 

Thy foea, the bad ; and u a sip from heaven 
Good aubjeota hail I 

Such forta are thine, and Jong u theae end.me, 
Fear thou no fall ; 

1'o parded ad.it want.a the lioll.'a lair
Kaud'Mr no wall J 
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Returning to Bakhar, one thing remaina to be 
seen: I must not drop down stream without again 
visiting the rUina of Aror. You will certainly not 
care ·for so antiquarian an excursion as this ; I shall 
therefore inspect it in company with Mr. W. T. 
Blandford, of the Geologic Survey of India, and 
submit to you my diary. 

Issuing from Rohri by the Bahd.walpdr or 
:Mult.an Road, we passed on the left the Arord.wd.h, 
and east of it the new N a1rd. Supply Canal. You 
have seen this fine work, with six-inch stone-pitching, 
which measures 150 feet of breadth at the bottom. 
To the right rises the decayed village, once a strong 
fort, built in the days of the Delhi Emperors by 
a Subo.hcU.r of Sind, Mir- Yo.'ak'db Ali Shah. On 
the north of it lies flooded ground, the remnant 
,,f a tank ; the lO\ver levels are curtained by a 
band, a wall some six feet broad, built of 
nummulitic lime and the finest mortar. The surface 
scratches .show the date to be the same as the 
foundations of the old Rohri fort facing the lndus, 
and the material is less easily quarried than un
cut rock. The new -route to Multd.n has been 
driven through it, and the westerly prolongation 
may be seen on -the fUrther bank of the Arord.wlUi. 
Leaving· the Canal-sluice-upon which a tele
graphic young gentleman is angling for '/ikago, or 
catfish, so called because it screeches when with
drawn from the native element-and the railway 
bridge to the left, we take the rough " Frere road," 
practicable only for carts, which leads to Aror. 
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After some four miles from Rohri (1 hour 25 min.), 
passing under scattered avenues of scrubby trees, 
and through clouds of pungent dust, we tum off 
to the right at the bungalow occupied by the 
Deputy-Collector, and in his absence by travellers. 
From this point the course of the old River, which 
is supposed to be the .Mehmn, the Sindi lndus, 
appears thoroughly well marked, and looks like the 
bed of a mighty stream. The general direction 
is north-east to south-west ; the breadth is about 
a quarter of a mile, and the sole, warped up and 
overgrown with bushes, suggests that the change 
took place centuries ago. The right bank is low 
and rolling, compared with the left, but both show, 
in the distance, distinct river clifFs; in fact, a kind 
of gorge or natural cutting in the high ground form
ing our horizon. It contrasts strongly with it.a eastern 
neighbour, the Nd.rat, diet.ant some eight miles from 
.Aror ; the lattier is deep sunk in the plain, like 
a canal, and now that .the Supply Canal has filled 
it, a steamer proposes to ply up and down th~ 
old bed. It.a course of 300 miles is a string or chap
let of " Sind hollows," Ghd.ros (creeks, especially 
lndus branches), Dhands, Dhoras, Kold.bs, Kara, 
Kumbhs, Wd.hun, and the multiform variet;l''l of 
"broads," lakelets, and :flooded depressions. They 
number some 400, and several of them are three 
miles long by one broad. Progress, however, is 
being made towards embanking the lets, or over
Iowa, which are chiefly on the left or eastern 
bank. The natives have a tradition that in 1828 
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the N dm waa filled to three miles of breadth in 
some places, and ftowecl to tJie ocean ; during the 
aame year, they aa.y, part of Umarkot was waahed 
.away. 

On the right bank stand two domed parallelo
gnma like :Moslem tombs. V arioua legends are 
told about theae Gum4az: some declare that they 
were built aa guard-housea for treasure ; others that 
they were founded ·by a certain Lajjani :M4, concern~ 
ing whom no other information is forthcoming. 
The higher ground on the left bank also .ah.OWi 
Bigos of ~. Moslem and modern. 

We then croued the dry old bed to a clump of 
thick trees lying under the modem village of. Azor. 
Here is a ruined moequt) with painted tilee, a mere 
1hell ; the guides attribute· it to J ehangfr and the 
guide-boob to Alamg{r. Thi1 is.also the Jlalmm, 
or 1tation, of a local Pfr~ Shah Bokhdn. 

Thence ~ the left bank, and turning to 
the right, or away from the modern village, we front 
what appears to have been an acropolis, built to 
command the stream. The enceinte i1 irregular-oval, 
with a long diameter of, perhaps, 150 yardi. On 
the eanem crest two piles of good brick-work, one 
tall and the other much eafien away by time, ap
pear to denote the main gate. The l1Uface of the 
mound ii cut ~d tumbled u if the treuure
eeeker had been buy ; and the bue of adobe and 
tamped Clay bell'B baked bricb, some ICOl'Ched to 
blackness, and heaps of 1andatone and unwork~ 
limeetone ftint& Here, after rain, the people ltill 
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pick up coins, which are said to be mere bita of 
met.al : I could not hear of any Hindu finds dating 
before the days of the Moslem Conquest. 

From the river front of the mound we had an 
excellent view of the surrounding country. 1 Aror 
lies on the north of a limestone ridge running upon a 
meridian and much resembllng the Ganj' hills, the 
ait.e of Haydard.b4d ; between the upper end and 
the great river is low ground, over which the Indu 
may easily have shifted ita bed. The left bank 
behind u wore a peculiar appearance ; the high 
wafier-marked buttresses looked as if they belonged 
to some important in8uent : it proved, howe:ver, a 
mere dry bight, and another inlet of the same f"111l 
lay between the river and the village. On the bay· 
floor stood two ruined domes, known as Soh4gan, 
or the " Woman Loved " (by her husband), and the 
Doh4gan, or "Hat.eel Woman;" but no villager could 
tell us which was which. Close to them lay the 
plain tomb of the Sayyid Shakarganj Shah, to 
which pilgrimages are still made. On the slope of 
the near bank, also, a dark and f811ing mosque 
fronted, as usual here, east and west. In this 
vicinity there was a third Pfr, Kutb el-Dfn, locally 
a\lortened to Kutb Shah ; and perverted by some 
Europeans, to Khit'h and Khat.ah el-Dfn. · 

We then passed into the adjoining little village 
of Aror, which appears to command the acropolis : 

I TM iubae4 ........... from the aaropou. (l)-mo1md U 0 

(JI.,.) ; tb ..... or dome, OD ~e right bak, 148°, wl the 
........ - 69 left, IOO'. 



possiuly the site has be~ raised by repeated de
struction& ~ the . other hand, it might have 
formed a separat.e residence, bearing the aame rela
tion as Dcpur to Brahmand.bd.d. A:ror or, as the 
Sindia call it, "Alor'' was, before the Moslem Con
quest, the capit&l of a Hindu kingdom. Even after 
the Indus Valley was reduced to a mere it.em of the 
vo.st empire of the Khalifehs, it continued to be the 
chief town of the Arab province, El-Manslirah, which 
extended south to the sea ; whilst it.a neighbour, 
Mult.d.n, formccl the northern and conterminous 
division. · It.a ruin was evidently determined by the 
shifting ·of the stream, probably the e1Fect of some 
earthquake, which gave birth to Sakhar, Bakar, and 
Rohri. The modern settlement consist.a of Moalems 
and Hindus, and amongst the latter a venerable 
elder, " Subd.p" hight, explained to us the meaning 
of the old rhyme : · 

"Joor lhall bunt it.a d7ke and low, 
B'1aro pereDDia1 to the main," eto., etc. 

H4kro, or Hd.krd., is a village on the right bank 
of this bed, about -two miles and a half from Rohri, 
where Captain Kirby, in 1855, whilst digging the 
N d.rd. Supply Canal, came upon the foundations of 
hOUBCB some ten feet below ground. .All insisted: 
that the •.• Band " of A:ror, though repaired with 
bricks from IUkro, had been burst by the English 
building a bridge over it.1 . 
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We returned 1'id the dyke, a rough wall of 
good limestone, almost covered with earth, and 
looking like ail embankment made to retain the 
water. The bridge is of pa'/ckd brick and stione, 
thrown over the Aromwd.h. 

I have been particular in describing this now 
insignificant place, on account of its connection with 
old Sindi hist.ory. The Chachnd.mah, a Persian, 
chronicle of the Brahman dynasty, as opposed to the 
Rd.jput kings of Bind, and originally composed in 
Arabic about A.R 613 ( =A.D. 1216), expressly t.ells 
U. that Mohammed Bin Kd.sim el Sd.kifi, in A.B. 93 
(=A.D. 711), took Aror, then the capital of the 
country,· from its sovereign, Rajah Dd.hir.1 About 
three centuries and a half afterwarda, a Hindu 
prince, known to every Sindi as Dalurd. (Dal4 
Rd.hi), determined, say the legends, to appropriate 
the harem of o. Delhi merchant, Shah Husayn, 
who was clesccnding the lnclus on his way 
to Mccco.h. Before matters had proceeded to ex
tremes, the Moslem prayed for delivcronce to 
Khwd.jeh Khizr who, appearing in a vision, directed 
him to unmoor his boat. Thereupon the Melml.n 
ch&nged its course for the present bed. Evidently 
rm earthquake would do this as well as Khwd.jeh 
Khizr; but the people point to his island-shrine and 
lleclnre it was founded by the pious merchant. The 

1 Than ia 101De confuaion in the Guetteer : p. 117 ten. m, flom 
)(fr Jla'udm, that IMbir wu killed at Aror b7 the MoUema, about 
.&.D. 711 (B. 93) ; wbilat in p. 94. we read that Dablr (de) "Wiii aJam 
at the Ion of Blwar," before the captme of BralunaUWcl. 
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iame at,ory is t.old of the same Dalum at Bambd, 
near Gh4r4, and at Br8.hman,b4d, near HaydiriWd, 
where at last he met the . delerved death. I have 
auggested that the Rajput ruler waa only insisting 
upon a feudal privilege which, though· admitted by 
the Hindu, would be very offensive t;o :Moslem 
ideas ; and thus we can explain the legend being 
applied t;o three different cities. .. 

Here, then, we have the legendary account of the 
laat move of the Mehmn. In the days of Alexander 
and ~'Chinese travellers it flowed down the eaat.ern 
NU4 or Snake-river, close to the modem Umarkot, 
and thence past Lakpat Bandar int.o the Kori mouth. 
The claasical river-valley, which appears t;o have been 
in those days far broader than it is now, is still 
girt by ruins ; the principal being, in the Naushahro 
and Moro Pargand.s, on the middle course, Brahman
d.bd.d, alias &tr .. bre jo Thul (the Tower of the Ruin); 
and old Badin, sixty-two miles south-south-east of 
HaydambM, on the borders of the Ran of Kachh. 
At some time o.fter A.D. 680, about thirty years 
before the Moslem Conquest, the lndus shifted eight 
miles west\vo.rd from the Nain1, and flowed p8.st 
Aror, then the capital of Bind; and here it ran 
when Rajnh D4hir of the Hindu ~ynaaty perished. 
Finally, before A.D. 953 it agaiu. moved four miles 
\\·eatward, and occupied it.a present bed.1 The 

I Jn tabaJar form :-
lnd111-;58', a.a. 818, to .t.D. 880, ortmuut,the.Anb iDftlioa. 
laclu-Aror, .t.D. 680-8lt, or befiweea the dsp of Dlhir and 

DUad. . 
' llldu la pn1111t bed, .l.D, 9U-18'lT. 
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actual ownen of the land had bett,er 1ake care how 
they play tricb with this moat ticklish stream, 
eapecia117 above the Sakhar Rapids. The river lies 
upon a meridianal line, and therefore t.eu.da to 
deflect eastwards ; at this place it bends almost t.o a 
right-angle, and any serious obstruction up-etre&JQ, 
like the Kum.or " Band," may drive it down Colonel 
:File's "New Nahif. Supply Canal" int.o the old bed 
of Alennder'a day. 

By this time, air, you must· feel qualmish upon 
the •bject of desert-districts and tamarisk-junglea ; 
daaty roads and silty plains ; lean Hindus and st<,at 
Bindia ; .moaqu.ee and mausolea; ~ mud-t.oWD1 
and· mud-villages. At any rate, if you are not, I 
am, for 

"Behold, I aee the hiLTen now at hand, 
Tu whicli I wean m~· \\".:auie cuua.i to bod." 
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CHAPTER XX.X. 

TllB Bl!!'l'UBN-DOWN THE IND11S TO ltOTBI. 

APRIL 1, 1876. 
Here we are, Mr. John Bull, still sitting in a 

friend's box, built of sun-dried brick, upon high
backed reed fauteuila, much like those of Madeira, 
but gamished about the seat with " country," os 
opposed to•• Europe," Jeo.ther. . Our feet are upon 
the table, more Indico: although the salutary prac
tice, both here and in the United States, is being 
laughed out of the land. In former days we should 
have discussed what the French call Le Pelel; 
now the mos Sindioum is the "peg," in the Hay
market region called B.-and-S. That the hot season 
is coming on we recognize by some such well
markcd stages as the followine :-

The: shifting of the wind to the south. 
The :fitful swelling of the lndus. 
The visitation of the " Devils." 
The budding of the trees. 
The invasion of the vermin; and (climu) 
The veiling o_f the world by "Smokes" (dust). 
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.Already we are in the " Clulliho, " or 40-days' 
heat, extending from May-day till June 10, and 
corresponding with the Khamsfn, or 50-days, of Old 
Egypt. At this season Young Egypt supplies an 
opportunity for studying and understanding the · 
exact measure of obstinate King Pharaoh's obstin
acy. As for the :flies, and other varieties of ugly 
hopping and crawling things with trivial names, 
you remarked that no sooner did the cool wind 
cease than out came a swarm of " insect youth," 
whose sweet infantine ways ""ere more hateful 
than those of an Anglo-Indian child; while their 
numbers were such that 

"To ua the good17 light and air 
Are b&nned and barred, forbidden fare." 

We pass the day in a perpetual gloaming, the 
last chance of keeping tho innocent little creatures 
e>ut of our noses, ears, and mouths. Tbo Sind fty 
is impudent as "Af,11 his brother of Old Egypt, 
the type of Paul Pry, whose only hope is to 
intrude as often as possible. Then wo.sps build in 
the doorways ; and, if we destroy ·their nests, cut 
for themselves caves in the wall, whence they issue 
to sting us, as they have nothing better to do. 
A centipede crept into your bed, another was dis- · 
lodged from your bath ; a scorpion dropped from 
my hoot : luckily I learned from an Oriental Sir 
John Suckling never to draw it on without a pre
liminary shake, and I remembered that the capital 
of the Amira was known as the "Fort of Scorpions." 
The ophine plague, so much complained of by early 
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resident.a at Haydard.Wd, 1 where the anake-eeason 
1asta from May-day till Guy Fawkes'-day, ·is some
what diminished at Bakhar. The Municipality 
once offered a reward ·for every head killed, and 
in a single month had to pay for between '00 and 
500. The· boys fished theni out of the river lik~ 
eel& By day gigantic hornet.a buzz about the 
verandah : at night angry mosquitoes hum their 
grievance at being unjustly deprived of supper; 
and silent aandfiles (anthroz) sneak through the 
muslin-bar-even in Western Africa this minute 
nuisance disappears during the dark houn. We 
have, as you justly observe, other bedfellows, con
cerning which the less said the better ; and that, too, 
in spite of Keating and· of scolding our cot-frames 
every week. 'l"he boils and blains, like those of 
Aleppo and Baghd4d, Aden and Baroch (Broach), 
are not boils, but veritable ulcers ; malignant, too, 
if they happen to settle upon your cheek or nose. 
Finally, an incipient attack of prickly heat makes 
you hate yourself as much as you do your neigh
bour, as much as you do everything an inch high 
and a day old. 

Hel"e no bail injures the crops, but we have, in 
lieu, locust.a and termites. This execrable animal 
seems · intended to provide Mother Earth with 
finely gi1Jund dust, at the expense of our books, 

1 The wife uf a 10ldier in the 78th Highlanden diecl twq houn 
af&er being bitten. AO!SOrding to Dr. Imluh, the fatal ~ 
awnp 20.6 per cent. The moet dangerous are lUlo-N ang (black 
cobra) ; tbe Ebappm cao,wa Bizonata) ; the llallfr, uui tbe 
Lundi. 
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our boota, and our valuables ·generally ; it baa even 
<lrivcn its tunnels up the iron telegraph-poa1B, and 
tlevoured the wood on the t,op ; o.nd then ii an 
olll Joe Miller about a man who thus nccountied 
fclr tbo disappearance of many rupees belonging to 
Jt)hn Company. The grateful ground aooma to breed 
them ; in some places every step destroys a ICOl'e. 

Homo Central African tribes,. you know, boil and 
C?at them, aa "kitchen" for their porridgea could 
'vc not get up a 0 white Ant Supply Association I " 
-what a field for philanthropy I Conceive how 
£'lmoua would become our namca in Bind, were we 
t.o teach her starving children to fatten .upon such 
easy cheer. What more did Ceres or immortal 
'rriptolemus ! 

Besides termites, there are small black ants o.nd 
big black anti& : insect pinchers, or bull-dogs, which 
allow themselves to be cut in two rather thnn relu: 
the stubborn hold of their pincers. If you wiah 
to test the Bindi sun in the Canieule, empty a acore 
of them out of your sugar-basin upon the sand, and 
you will see them frizzle away as if tossed upon 
hot embers.. Finally, there are small red anta 
and large red ants, social animalcules that delight 
in walking over the human face, nestling in the · 
human hair, and hanging from the human mua
tachio. 

Incnaaed ·comforts, decreased exposure, and leas 
of the doctor, have made Young. Egypt compara· 
tively safe.. But I remember ·the day when, what 
with cholera, dysentBY, and congestion of the 
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brain ; dropsy, ophthalmia, and enlarged apleen, 
that household was happy where only the fint-bom 
died. The cattle escaped pretty well But as 
rcganls the Plague of .])arkncas, I ask you whether 
yesterday's Simmn, composed of furnace-blast and 
black dust in equal proportions, did not dift"usc 
throughout our bungalow a gloom which, literally 
speaking, could be felt. 

Have you all your curios, your treasures, safe 
and sound ! your specimens of sugo.r and sugar cane, 
which the people chew on all possible occasions ; 
your hemp and opium, of which you have now 
leamed the use ; your tobacco and sulphur, or 
rather pure brimst.one, which we are now .. bringing 
from Ultima Thule; :your indigo leaves, your 
unkno\vn dyes, your inckantillona of cott.on in 
every stage of growth and mampulation, and lastly, 
your ingenious but not original essay upon the 
"tiechnology !' the industry and productions of the 
country, without which, woe to the traveller home 
retumed I yPur Thathd. shawl to be exhibi~ 
on Mrs. Bull's shoulders as a decoy for heedless 
listeners to stock atories ; your grotesque Thathat 
(lacquer)-work made at H'111 ; your " Persian 
tiles," prigged from some old mosque or tomb; 
your poisonous lizard from Kotri, embalmed in 
spirits of wine ; your isinglass prepared from the 
air-veaael of an Indus-fiah ; your sketches of the 
native ... weaver, potter, and other mechanics ; your 
spiteful little pet otter, taught by the Mohd.no 
to supply him with his dinner of fish, and to. drive, 
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like a dog, the Bulan or river porpoise,• into the 
net ; the reed fauteuil-it will mo.ke a capital 
chair for your tahagie, or the garden of your 
suburban villa, and another famous t.ole-tmp; your 
Sind-mo.de " Bo~bo.y chair," whose elongated arms 
hn.vo well-nigh supcrscllcd the llinncr-bLhle as a 
basis for heels in the ui.J.· ; the gross-so.nlluls wom 
by the Hill people ; your do.ggci· and signet-ring, 
inscribed Jam Bui ; your hanclsome l'Olltb' of 
Aatmchan wool ; your embroidered lco.thcr-coat ; 
your Choghoh, or Afghan dressing-gown of Paahm, 
fine goat-tog l Y cs I Then, sir, you aro in light 
marching order· o.nll ready to move. 

And the time has come. This climate is one of 
fierce extremes, o. mild Miltonic hell, where, as some 
one boa remarkctl, you mp,y be fros.t-bitten and sun
stricken on the same day. When it is cold, the 
mw wind cuts. It rarely rains, but when it does, 
JupiterOmb1iousempties buckets upon us. Usually 
the hazy <1uivc1ing horizon ahowa an utter absence 
of draught: then we have a Typhoon that mixes up 
all the elements. The heat is that of a well-con
structed and carefully supplied Arnott'a stove. The 
pitiless sky is all ablaze, the vision of a cloud ia 
simply impossible. The huge red-hot sun pierces; 
like a sword blade, every mortal thing exposed to 
it. The world shines and gliat.ens, reeks and 

I Tbe .,.... (Lutn) ia here aa11ecl IC Ludn.. tt fte ftftl'-porpoile 
.... ~ tlGnfdie••: .. Bmperor Baber(Kemoin).U. thia 
bottle-DOlld animal a "water-hog.'! It 1a· eaten bf tile II~ 
but itl laYG111' ma7 he compared with that of • fattfah pork-chop 
oooked to pulpint1111 ha nmd1l oil. 
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11relt,ers, till tho face of earth peels and flakes, 
eracb and blisters.. The buft"n.loca t.ako shelter in 
tbo tank, raising their noses to protcat against the 
atat.e of the thermometer. The very crows; with 
beab agape, grumble at being obliged t.o lead so 
very hot a life. The little stunted, misbegotten 
plai.nt.a seem, like the Nasnmones, to curse each rising 
orb of day. Young Egypt aches, as the poet says, 
in tho sun's eye; and the fierce roaring gale of 
yeat;erday would have aatonished the clever chroni
cler of "DUBtypore." You talk at home of a peck 
of March dust r It is sand and silt in heaven 
and on earth ; silt and sand in the air we breathe, 
in the water that pretends to quench our thirst, 
in the food that offers· to support our burthened 
lives ; it is sand and silt upon and within our 
poor brains, and mine, I can ·answer for the fact, 
aadly want dredging. 

The steamer will hardly leave before "/.15 a.m.; 
on other daya she is mcm, matutinal, 111Dllir.g her 
daily ceurse of duty with the aun at 5 a.m. We 
exchaage last a.dinz and au nvoin; the chain and 
coir-ropes are cast ofl'; the gangway-planks are 
withdrawn from the mud-bank, and the lumbering 
Frtn (Captain Hutchinson), towing, u usual, a pair 
of Sat.a att;ached by . direct cables and Cft8 cables 
t,o the bolluds, moves slowly up stream, and then, 
catching the current, duhes down with a speed 1io 
which we. are little accuatomed, leaving a double 
line of wat.er-wavea very like big heaps of mud ·seen 
in perspective. 
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And now your last look at the picturesque 
Sakhar Reach. That double set of well-towers is 
the work of engineers, who fondly dreamt of placing 
a railway bridge where the indomitable river refuses 
a base: as I showed you, the Island of Bakar is the 
only poeeible site. Note the limestone-revetment 
of the quay, which cost Re.16,000. It is threat
ened by every flood ; only last year all available 
hands, even the convicts, were compelled to "band 
up" the bank ; and some day Sa'khar Bd.d.r may 
find itself an island, and Old Sakhar may become the 
Indus. The stream is here some 2400 feet, nearly four 
stadia, broad ; it is rising and falling fitfully, but 
in a fortnight the inundation will begin regularly, 
and then it will justify Onesicritus, and thoroughly 
dislocate all your ideas of a river. That long low 
wall, pierced tl jour, is the " Zemf.n&h Ghait," sup
poaed to be made for privacy, for sensitive feminine 
modesty ; but the Sindi Anonyma is irrepressible ; 
she will defy the police, and bathe how, when, and 
where she can. And to make matters worse, here 
the no.ti ve fleet lies. 

We gradually lose sight of the striking features: 
the Library with church-tower and sham-battle
ments; Sind Horse House; Clibbom Point and 
its big fig ; the Secretariat of the Municipality ; 
Ma'aslim's minaret and its acolytes, big dome, trio 
of emall white domes, and duo of small dark domes. 
The Great Batm of square mud-houses, some two
storied, shaded by the palm-grove, fines and straggles 
oft" into a suburb of mat-hovels, and after a quarter of 
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an hour, Sakhar-Bakar-Rohri fade from sight: the 
picturesque . reach with it.a two avenues of dark 
vegetation bends from south-west to north-west ; 
and the low right bank becomes a oomfield. Here, 
before the dangerous. Kasmor Barld was invented, 
the River used to relieve the narrows by discharging 
it.a superfluities ; and here, unless the engineem look 
sharp, it may cut and carve for itself a new main 
passage. 

" In the days of old and the times now gone by," 
as the Arabs say, we should have hired a Berl, the 
larger· kind of Indine craft ; it is still sometimes 
used by European voyagem during the flood, and 
floating down night and day, they make Kotri on 
the third nftemoon. We should have laid in the 
requisite qwmtit.f of live-stock, including the 
largest and fiercc·lt m'.'.iu~,·-!' that ever interfered with 
the high jinks of imputlPnt ~'=1.t-colony. To guard 
against the vile designs c~ the sun, we should have 
knocked up a matwork hovel on deck, after con
verting into a kitchen the cabin, which looked like 
a large cupboard thrown on it.a beam ends. And 
being by no means desirous of finding a watery 
grave in the waves, hair-playful, half-pettish, of this 
classic stream, we should have embarked our horecs 
and homekeepers on another boat, where they might 
amuse themselves with kicking and stamping holes 
through the bottom as soon as thoy pleased. Our 
progress would have numbered six to seven uniform 
miles per hour during the low season ; one third 
more in inundation time ; partly effected ~y tho 
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current, and partly by the pair of huge sweeps, 
shaft.s, or rather beams like small tree-trunks, 
pierced and lashed to scimitar-shaped blades, and 
each worked by four or five men at the bow. 
Regularly once a watch we should have grounded 
upon a treacherous sandbank ; but thanb to the 
curvilinear construction of our keel, we only 
pirouetted and scraped slowly off into deep water. 
Had we not been on board, the " Sailors spelt with 
a T," our crew, would have slung the rudder, and 
slept till Time and Tide had done their work. 
The best pilot must make a trip or two before he 
learns the changes of the bed caused by every 
freshet, and we do not al ways find the Atilchpatii
""1.ld, or waterman who distinguishes the ThalVJefJ 
by the eye. He seems mostly to judge by the 
bights or re-entering angles. The peculiarity of this 
gentry is the impossibility of obtaining a direct 
answer ; e.g. : 

" How's the wind t" 
"Narm. bhi hd.i, gat"m bhi hd.i" ("Perhaps it's 

soft, perhaps it's not)." 
Occasionally, sir, we should have \•aried the 

diversion by bumping agaiust the bank with an 
impetus which made each one of tho six hundred 
and seventy-five BCl'llpB of teak, mimosa, fir, jujube, 
and acacia woods that composed our craft creak 
and grind against its neighbour as if threatening 
to dissolve partnership. Finally, we should have 
voyaged under the conviction that these Beris, 
being faatencd together by nothing stronger than 
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iope-yarna and bamboo-pegs, are in the habit of 
melting in the yeasty flood : and that none, aave 
a :Mohd.no, ever dived beneath the surface of the 
lndus, and re-appeared with the breath of life. 

Briefly to describe the several kinds of craft 
used upon the River-where, curious to aay, the 
canoe and the dug-out are utt.erly unknown. The 
"Jamptfs," or state-barges used by the Amira, were 
strong teak-built, decked and double-mast.eel veeeele, 
whose standing-pavilions were hung with red awn
ings at stem and stern : they either sailed or were 
propelled by sweeps, instead of being towed by the 
top-mast, as was the wont of humbler vehicles. 
These have clean disappeared, and now Mr. Com
missioner travels in hie ·steam-yacht, the Jhelum. 
The ".ZOmk" is the common cargo-boat of the Panjd.b 
ond the Upper lndue: it is a monstrous trough-like 
o.ft"air, rising high fore and aft, with lofty curved 
poops and aquare bows, which .are sometimes pierced 
for windows. It has a single mast, like all the Indine 
craft, but raking, unlike the Beri, eomewlla.t back
wards. The huge oblong aail is always .abaft the 
mast, so as to be used only when nmning before 
the wind, and to catch every item of that neceuary 
it has a supplementary yardarm below as well as 
above. · The old tub is apparently well adap~ to 
carry enormous cargoes of grain in bulk or in bags : 
one of moderate size claims as damages, when 
sunk, from 100 to 150 Rupees. The steerage gear 
is a huge caudal fin ·projecting from the stem and 
worked with a tiller, and a complicated system of 
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ropea and polea, one of which ia grasped by the 
afieenman's hands in any, one would auppoee, but 
a convenient way. 

The "Beri" ia eaaentially an Incline craft, and it.a 
shape and form are almost as primitive and well 
adapted to work as the French fiahing-boat and 
the· Italian felucca : ;you see ita protiotype in the 
Barie of Old FaPt, and it.a brother in tlie Chineee 
junk. It ia a large 8at-bott.omcd aft"air with a mon
strously high stem and, in the place of bows,. it hu 
a low spoonbill prow, good for landing. for getting 
oft" sand-bars, and for. parrying the thrust of hea'J 
bumps upon the bank. From afar, in the gloaming. 
the Beri looks like a monst.er shark With tail half 
out of water. It ia provided with a spar deck of 
aplit bamboos, strong and light : it.a single mast 
ia made fast by atifl' beama resting upon the 
gunwalea, and the yard, of enormous length, with 
a peak rising yards above the mast, ia admirably 
adapted for injariag telegraph-wires. The ail, of 
canvas, often in holes, ia either triangular, lat.een, 
or leg of mutton: it ia carried in various ways, but 
always before the mut: it can be made square by 
gu.yi, but on the IndUB 7ou never see the butter.fty
winp of the Nile " Dahabfyyah." The Beri . is 
stieered by a peculiar contrivance, a square skeleton 
of atrong timber placed from m to ten feet clear 
of the heel of the keel, far removed from the little 
Charybdia that awirla under the high angular 
at,em, and atrengthened by two or more ties from 
the counter. The perpendicular beam the rudder, 
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aha.peel somewhat like our own, a frame of acant
ling, planked over · o.nd playing easily upon the 
cords \Vbich atttleh it. The " Dundi " is a amaller 
variety of the Bcri : it is often steered by a large 
rudder-oar attachecl to the port-counter, and this is 
apparently woman's \\"Ork. The "Kot.al" is a broad
bca.med affair used as a ferry : the stern generally 
supports o. seat composc<l of two uprighta and a 
cross-bar; a similar simple contrivance is affected 
by the Jnngd.da or cntamnran of Penwnbucc>. 
Other kincls of craft mny he founcl in part.a of 
the Indus, where rocky banks, tln.ngerous rapids, 
or some such local cause, require a particular build. 

Happily- for us there are now steamers which, 
though wasting, o.t this sea.son, eight or nine days 
on the up-voyage bct\vcen Kotri and So.khar. easily 
return in three. 1 This is the old original Indus 
Flotilla, which now, unclcr the name of Sind, Panjd.b 
and Delhi Railway Company, belongs to a privat.e 
association, guaranteed, as usual, 5 per cent. The 
merit of the .new organization belongs mainly to 
the late Captain John Wood of the Indian Navy, 
who, indeed, may be so.id to have lost his valuable 
life in the service. 

1 The following ia the liat of woodiug-ataticma between BUhar 
ad K.otri, ·which, curio1111 to 1a7, do not all appear 11pon the map of 
the Siad Guetteer. Thou in capit&J. show the unal nigh-.. 
pl .... 

L 8akhar to &J.1'o' ••• 
1. &abfut to Baradera 
3. Dander& to J&mm •••. 
f. lanulll to KIT.I. ••• • •• 

Cm'l;t.'tl furwnnt 

...... 
• •••• 

• ••• 
••• 18 
-N 
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. The fteet numbers thirteen keel, including the 
four tugs respectively called A, c, D, and B. With 
the exception of the large four-funnel'd BcBBCmer
stcel " Maddock '' (Captain Holstein), all may be said 
to be of the same type. They are Sat-bottomed 
iron paddle-wheelers ; broad in the beam, strong in 
horse-power, and drawing between three and four 
feet ; built in England, sent to Sind in pieces, and 
here put up at a monstrous and usclcas expense. 
Travellers complain that this draught is too great, 
and quote the " :floating po.laces " of the United 
States, which swim in eight inches. The 
Superintendent, Mr. Wilkins, replies with " the 
results of twenty-fil"e years' experience": five of 
the American type were tried and failed, because 
tl1e engine-rooms were too hot, and the general 
unwieldiness prevented them steering. The stem-

Brought forward 
I. Sita to Rukkan ... • •• 
8. Bukbn to Dadli 
'1. Daclll to Kba)'l'&.den 
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wheeler ,,.. not · mme 111ccellfal : it grounded too 
eaily in twelve feet water, it would back ifaelf 
bat not its ftata : even au attempt was made t.o 
nataralise Boume'a .. steam-Rain," • ijlliem of tug 
and bups fitting int;o one another like the vertebre 
of • aab, and It.red by the Jaat it.em. It ceaia 
hardly, ho-.nmr, zeach lWhWBD : when du. ,,.. 
stated at a public meeting, by Captain Wood, the 
enraged proprietml 'bonnet'd him and to.re m. 
coat ;-he 1lllCl to tell the tAle with eneeding meni
ment. Theae lndu &team.en 1 have peculiar work 
to do ; iio w~er that they "groan and grant lib 
a legion of devil-poR8Clled swine." They ~ 
not only themaelves, but a flat on either aide, well 
laden with merchandizo mid covmed with fuel; and 
the Indua, 81 you now bow, ia .at no time a riftl' 
to trifte with. 

Yet we must have our grumble. The aapect 
of the Flotilla is essentially antiquatal and 8.rchaic. 
Tho main cabins are not unfrequently below decka, 
inaul"erably hot) and in all cues they occupy the 
at,ern instead of the fore, so 81 t.o catch 81 much 

I ften &l'9 Aft ....... : (Bir Hlrbln) lfadcloak ( .......... 
toallap SM, uul hone-power l80), D. 0teY (ll0,140), Onaboane 
(m, 180)1 JoJm Juob (do.),mul KoLeocl <•1 llO); low lllOOIMll: 
J'nn (19'; 110), La~ (clo), Oatnm (clo), ..... <•>· ... 
Jadm (149, 90). TM WIU an, Pin. (la, A), T-. 0 (W .4')), 
_. Tag D (W, 40). A la 1lled u • fen:r-baM at K*1; B wu 
_.., wl •is a mall lp80ia1 of '1ane toD8 aad U.. poww 40. 
Time aN •• .,. .................. thirteen ..... (boUa Ina), 
- ..... (wooclea), ... -- of •• foanla, tfth, ...... .._ c~ mm): th-. ftr7 I.ram' aa to 8'10 •n.nct 
tfllllL '1'lae nport of Major x. .__, Ocmnltinc ........ for 
Railwara in Bind, gi.,... a bird'...,. Ti8W' of the whole...._ . 
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smoke aad wood-dust aa· pollible. They have no 
l>Mgea, ail eaaential requiai• for keeping a good 
look-out. The up-pa11age ia not a:penaive. Bl.98 
for eight or nine days ; but this cannot be -.id of 
the down trip, Ba.62 for a distauce often covered 
in two days. Hence they have not been able to 
run off the native en.ft, which cont.end. with 
them auceeaafully u the mule against the Bio 
Paulo Bailway in the Brazil ; and when the Iron 
Road ahall reach Sakhar, there must be a ccmaider
able reduction of fares and freight& On the other 
hand, the veaaels o.re clean and comfortable ; the 
table is good : Mr. T. G. Newnham, the Deputy 
Agent for Bind, is moet obliging in his arrangements, 
and the captains follow· his eumple. 

To divert your thoughts from this dry subject, 
let me direct your attention, air, to that 8aracen'1 
head which bobs up and down: frowning at the 
little waves, half-playful, half-pettish, that etch 
the glassy, oily surface : sputtering out mODStloua 
somuls, and grinning at us with it.a whi• tieeth aet 
in brown lipe, like the friendly sea-beasts of which 
Arabian fablers tell The creature, however, is no 
" Adami el-Bahr,,, or merman, but a courier, who, 
finding progresa less fatiguing tJi4 the stream than 
by running along its banks, pa.eke his deapatchea, 
together lrith his toilette, in his turban, and com
. m.it.a himself to the sJeguard of the Wandering 
Jew, Khrijeh Khizr, the type of thia wonderfc:tl, 
indomitable ~ver. The 1f018 material contrivance 
that keepa hia head above wat.er ii a gourd or 



191 

an inftatied hide, rude forerunner of the " Schonrock" -
1loater, connected by two loops to his thighs, and 
lying like a cushion under his chest. This form is 
also sometimes adopted by the l\loh4n4. 

You now see the renowucu wu.y of fishing the 
Pallo, or sable-fish, the Hilsa of the Ganges, a 
Clupea, 1 popularly called the lndus-salmon. As 
a traveller justly remarked, this " piscatory pUl'Buit" 
more nearly reduces the human form divine into 
an aquatic beast of prey than any disciple of the 
gentle craft ever contemp1ated. Near populous 
places, where the market is warm, you may see 
a dozen amphibii on the water at one time. The 
style, however, extends only as far as Sita, between 
Selnvan and &khar ; higher up-stream the Pallo
ncts hang from the stems of many little Beris. 

The Mohd.no, who 'vco.rs only a large turban 
:mc.l o. small L.mguti, or T-bandage, first launches 
hi.a c1mt, o. vessel of well-baked clay, which will not 
expose him to danger by breaking. ?rlostly made 
at Huy<larabad, it is a jar three or four feet in 
diamcwr by about two in height ; ftattened, open
muuthc~d, ancl shaped somewhat like o. gigantic 
tumip. Salaming to the river, and mumbling an 
A1·u.bic scntenc~ in which the no.me of Allah occurs, 
ho so clisposes himself that the pit of bis stomach 
covers the aperture, and battens down, as it were, 
bis batches : he then strikes out with the Rtream, 
paddling behind, like a f1-og sitting upon a chip, 

1 .Al'Cnr.ling to Dr. Wincbelter it is one of the 01Jllbaiu ; 
Dr. F. Day waku1 ii. A Clupea, and '1iil ia the naeiTe4 opiDion. 
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till he reaches some likely pool, or the wake of a 
steamer, where the fish are supposed t.o follow. One 
of the " Illuetrateds " lately gave a sketch of a 
lfoluino so employed, but, unfortunately for "local 
colouring," it showed the object of pursuit, which is 
ahvays hidden by the liquid mud. He now drops 
deep into the water a pouch-net attached to tht• 
terminal fork of a long pole of light Bhd.n, 01· 

poplar-wood, generally three pieces lashed t.ogctbc1· 
at the bevels. There is also a check-string t.o secure 
the prey when entangled. Feeling the fish, lio 
slowly heaves up his net, draws a knife from his 
girdle, settles th~ struggler's business, an~ deposits 
the body in the jar. 

To see the ease with which the Mohamo per
forms this operation, you would suppose it, sir, t.o 
be a matter of little difficulty. Try it one of these 
days in some shallow place : you and your pot will 
part company, as sharply and suddenly as your 
back ever met the Serpcntine's icy floor. The 
difficulty is to prevent the jar slipping from under 
you, like a horse's hoofs upon a wet wooden pave
ment or a dry platform of sheet-rock. I made 
sundry experiments at imminent risk of drowning, 
till at last no :fisherman would accompany me, and 
the end of the study found me not a whit cleverer 
than at the beginning. There is, of course, no 
difficulty in floating with the gourds, but then. one 
is sure never t.o catch. Early practice and life-long 
habit preserVe the Mohd.no from accidents : although 
he passes half his days in the uncertain, dangerous 
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river, he rarely ~era from anything -but rheuma
tism. As ·the fish ia always expected 1io swim 
against atream, the S.herman, reaching a certain 
point, paddles aahore, and walks aome miles up the 
bank, jar on head, to recommence operationa till 
he hu caught enough for food or sale. 

The Pallo varies in weight from two 1io three 
pounds, and the length ia about twenty inches ; 
and the fins are euppoaed to be those nearest 
Dakar: the aeaaon ia between March, when they arc 
l'&l"e, and June, when they are moat abundant. The 
mat Pallo of the year always claimed a handsomt• 
present froin the Amfn. The fish seldom p18K 
above Bakar, but once :every two or ~ summers 
they have been caught even at MulUn. I cannot 
allow you a feast of grilled Pallo, cooked with 
aj>icea after the native · fashion : auch indulgence 
might bring on the retributive indigestion ; more
over, the flavour ia ao·undeniably good that if you 
once begin :you will not end till repletion cry sfiop. 
But you may eat a ftnt coune of boiled Pallo, 
when the oil disappears ; it ia aafe· at this time, 
earry April, during which the fish ia fresh from 
the sea, and lean ; and if you trust your guide, 
it will be aeasoned with fennel muce. Some 
travellera compare it with potted lobster ; others 
with aalmon ; others again with fresh herrings ; and 
I, profanely, with mackerel. All agree, however, 
that despite all its bones, which are said to have 
been placed there by way of preventing over
perfection, they highly relish _the rich firm morcmu, 



Palla-Fish. 295 

nnd all have suffered for their gott/l"!llAJlndille accord
ingly. The natives can eat and digest any quan
tities, for the same reason that they can catch 
it and not drown. It is Young Egypt's Roast
beef and Plum-pudding ; Bouillon and Bouilli ; 
Macaroni and Polpette; Olla Podrida and Asado; 
Kuskusu and "FUI Mudammas," the boiled beans 
of Old Egypt. Ask a Sincli what he would eat 
for breakfast, and he replies " Pallo I " for dinner, 
" Pallo I " for supper, " Pallo I " what his stomach 
loves most upon earth, "Pallo I " and what it mainly 
looks forward to in Pa.radise, " unlimited Pallo, 
without the trouble of catching it I " 

We must now cast a critical eye upon the 
Classic lndus, which will be ititeresting to you, 
Mr. Bull, after your late experience of the Nile. 
Its average width in this section. is laid down at 
680 yards, which in places stretches to three miles, 
and in oth'1"8 shrinks to a quarter; hence the di1rer
ent figures which occur in the Greek geographen. 
You at once note its chief peculiarity; with the 
exception of the five buttreBBes, of which four are 
on the right or western bank, at Sakhar, Behwan, 
Kotri, Jarak, and Thathd., it is loosely confined by 
crumbling banb of its own construction, which 
allow it to wander whither it wills. The fe.mng 
bank deserves your attention. You are creeping 
slowly up when, from the re-entering angle 
behind you, where the stream and the wake-waves 
set upon the silt-wall, inhabited by the little 
martiDs (Ootyk ainenaia), a crack appears in a pro-
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jccting hcn<llnn'l: it widens rapidly, nn<l, after a fc"· 
n1i11u~. down comes a Alice of grouml, some 5(' 
feet loug hy _20 high nml 15 ,fo,?p. 'frumemlous is 
the lo.pre of the mighty fm&t111cnt, veiled by its 
O\VD cloml of clust nlUl silt. The river's flank, 
heaving and roaring, bu1'Sts to ancl closes over this 
matc1inl for futul".e Rhoals, and presently a tall 
mimosn., hnlf-dctachr.d from its parent soil, then 
tearing away by its 'vcight t.he t.ougli rootc:s that 
belay it to the ground, bends, sinks, ~d tumbles 
hencllong, with the crack of musketry, into the boil
ing brown wave, to become snags and sawyel'& In 
some places we see o. dozen of these earthslipa at 
a time, smoking down the far perspective. . Many n. 
Bcri has had its bottom separated from its sides, and 
even the steamer is never safe except where the 
warp-cliff is too stiff and clayey to be readily under
mined. It is often sandy below and compact silt 
above, n. condition highly favourable for the slipP. 

Hence the uniform colour of the Indli8, which, 
as a rule, contrasts strongly with the vivid reds 
and greens of Father Nile. During the height 
of the dries the water is tolerably clear and, in the 
floods, the depths sleeping under some bank show 
patches of azure and light green. Ruddy streaks 
may also be noticed in places, especially when 
southerly winds prevail : the brown water on 
either side of the red then denotes the channel, 
and it is deep if white underlie the coloured water. 
But at this season, when the rise begins, the huo is 
tbat of a gut~r washing a mucldy town. In Sep-
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tembcr the sediment will ave~f'tC fifty-one grains 
per quart, and in October twenty-one and a half. 

Ago.in we observe that the bed, trending from 
north to south, shows a right bank higher than its 
vis a i-is, except only where the. stream, clc:flectell by 
some spit, sets strongly upon the latter. This, the 
acknowledgccl law Of rive1'8 lying on a meridian, 
was first noticccl, I believe, in Russia. The result 
of the eal'thslips, and the inclination ·with tbe earth's 
motion from west to east, is a perpetual shifting 
of shoals and channel At night we can some
times distinguish the Tl1,alweg by the d~kly-etched 
surface ; during the day we know it only when we 
have passed it by the ripples and wavelets that play 
upon the smooth and oily face. Hence, too, the 
tremendous bends, the coils _of momstrous serpents, 
like those above Schwan and about Sakhar ; the long
narrow islands, and the loops and network of smaller 
branches, which fto.nk and break the mighty bed. 
The sand-bank and the silt-holm are eternally film'd 
over, like the Arabian Desert, with a mist of im
palpable white powder, which .fills the air after the 
fashion of fog-particles ; and o.t times half a dozen 
" devils " may be seen whirling through the lift,. 
with shafts perpendicular in still weather, or bent 
in the direction of the howling wind. 

The country on both sides is mainly scrub, bush, 
and gigantic g.raminacelB, tiger-grasses, with flower
ing stems- twenty feet tall. The tamarisk is of 
two kinds : Lai or JMo (T. Indica and Orientalis). 
The Kirwo or Kirrar is a leaflesa caper (a. 
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.A.pAylla.), too bitter even for the white ant.a, 
and it.a neighbour is the Dhokar ( 0. lat!folia). 
The Khayal or Khabbar 1 (SaltlGdora Peraica) bean 
an edible fmit called "Peru," and its congener, the 
Pilu or J41 {&ZvadonJ oleoiclea) yields a remed7 for 
aake-bitea. On the drier grounds rise the Pb.fa, or 
fan-palm (a Ch.amtm>p1), and the tall euphorbiaceou 
Ak or Bak ( Oalotropia Hamatcmii- or giga.n'6a.). 

Here and there are :6.elds of wheat, ba.rlq, 
gram (Zolichoa bijlonu) and vetches ; muaim'd and 
aafllower. The third and fairest division is the 
Be1' or the ShilWph, the forest-clumps 1ining the 
banks, and seen in perfection between Hi.ydan.b4d 
and Amiri. The Conservator, aaaisted by his fifteen 
Tappl.ddn, or divi.iional inspecton, and the7 by 
their Bil-dain or BakhU {forest.en), make the 
eighty-seven patches pay something like three lakha 
per. annum. Our little st.eomer bums about twenty
two tons of fQ.el in twelve hours ; ~d we might fancy 
that replanting is necessary : all ll8Ul8 us, how
ever, that the brash-wood attains BUfticient size 
within three yean. The beat is the black-hearted 
Bab\il (not lkbul), ~e common tree of Lower 
Bind : this quick-growing mimosa, which rota, 
they· say, unleu cut at the proper aeaaon, is 
rated at 100 to 115 of an.y other kind. The nut 
are the red-hearted manna-t&l!lariaks, and the least 
prized is the JMhn, or willow-poplar (P. Buplwat""1.), 
whose soft wood, )IOU know, is used for the lacquer-

I The Arab ArA, famed for tooth-diob i ... ta." ....... 
tne" of Sorip\me. . 
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work boDB.; it is the most common in Upper Bind. 
The T411 (Dalbergia 8iuu or 1.atifolia), abundant 
in the Bhilatrgd.bs, is chiefly used for building native 
craft.1 The worst of the wood atationa is said to be • 
Mhwan, where the supply resembles broomsticks. 

Our three days' prospect from the steamer ahows 
us but little variety. The wood-stationa are denoted 
by fuel stacked in maunda ; by a tall signal stair, 
and by a few low hovels of matting for the care
tALken who inhabit the villages at some distance : 

1 .6.oooNiDa to '1A7 late friend Dr. Stocki, the indipnoua npt.
tioa of Sincl ia " om-Wrd atra-tropioal (1JOD )'.), A.nbiaa and 
~ uul two-thirda Indian." Tbil, of ooune, cloeano'; inolude 
th8 ....,. .A.utnliau wattlea, which llan lat.e!T .,_.. introduced. 
The oUutr aommon U.... ue :-

Ber (~ jujtibo or ~), with two ~ lmadi 
and CWperi, both bearing edible bGTi8I. 

Carob-tree (CerafoniG ~). 
Bil (&gle M'Clf'fMlol). 
IUri (.BcueiG latlfolit.1), 111pp1Jing a 1pirit. 
Date (Plla:niai cladiJVdG): it ia not 1tuntecl uul clidoried 

bf being tapped, like tbe Indian. 
The common apple begiu, though not u a wild. tree, tq ripen 

on the banb of the lrfalfr Biver, where the fruit ia the•·U. of a 
arab. 

Jband (..tcaciG leuCC!P•). 
8iril (.Acacia lpfCioacl). 
Lu6ri (CorcliG mpa). 

. Oeduri (Conl•"• laCV'oliG). 
lUrwo ( PlayllanlAa muU(llorU). 
Pippal ( FietM JWigio«J) : the Bo tree of Budha. 
Dhar ( Fitua Intlica): the "BanJUl tree." 
Lohini, or Iron-wood (Tecomt1 ut1clulalcl). 
Khu : the ·01«a cupidcde1, u well u the 2'w _.,., or 

iron-wood. . 
lUDdf (ProeopW /JpieigeN) : harder aad burning better ... 

lWnU. . 
Spacimeu of. all these woocll JDaJ be Wll in the Knioip&l 

Xueam of KarUhi. 
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these "Khari," or Bandan, much resemble the 
"Portoa" of Brazilian rivers. Here and there, 
camels, horses and asses, cows and buJFaloes, dun and 
white sheep and bmck-haired goats, are driven 
down to drink by angry dogs, apparently bastard 
Kelat greyhounds. Men an~ women, children and 
quadrupeds, . all bathe together ; mud-larking with 
that amiable abandon which· distinguishes us in 
the V o.lley of the Nile. A common feature at this 
season is the Melo, or fair, cJiie11y frequented by the 
&nyt\118, and showing frOm 1 OOO to 3000 souls. 
It is another sight which you generally see from a 
milway-co.rriage between Cairo and Alemndria ; 
this shifting scene of crowded ferryboats, little P'1s 
(ridge-tent.a) and meey-go-rounds, dromedaries 
\Vith Knjd.\vas (litters), and small donkeys carrying 
huge pads and sometimes a pair of pulpy tmdera. 
The :Moslems are distinguished by loose turbans, 
\vhitc shirts and blue P4j4mmns; whilst the 
poorest nrc dressed cap-a-pie in indigo-dyed stufti. 
Hindus affect the small tight turban or worked 
skull-cap split behind; the Dhoto.r (\vnist-cloth), 
nncl the Angnrkha, a cotton cont with close-fitting 
crumplccl sleeves, an(l waisted o.bout tho breast. 
The women, who herd together, light lip the scene 
with yellow, brick-colou1"Cd, nnd red garments of 
llitfercnt tints ; and the smnll boys, ia nc1tu1·aUbua, 
rnce the steamer along the bnnks. The settlement.a 
improve as we advance south\vnrds : some of them 
much remind us of the Niznm's territory a11d the 
Dakhan (Deccun) villages; o.nd the fleets ot boata 
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standing up stream, with sails at various angles, 
and apparently walking the land, are very efi'ective 
items in the scene. Regularly, as the s1111 sinks, 
leaving layers of fierce light in the neighbourhood 
of the hidden orb, we anchor to the bank : and our 
native passengers hurry ashore to secure cooking
placee, fowls, and milk. We pass the night in a cool 
and pleasant atmosphere, which notably changes 
after the second day, listening at times to the 
laughter and screams of the jackals, and to the 
frequent earthslips which fall with the sound of a 
distant cannonade. The villages are silent, like t.he 
graveyards by their sides, and the living are lying 
well-nigh u still as the dead. 

The pastoral scene suddenly changes at SChwan 
Ridge. Here the jagged crest of the Kirth4r 
:Mountains, which run north and south, like the 
ancient geological bank of a mighty rivcr-vollcv,
throws out eastwards, by way of buttress, a lump of 
rock 1200 feet high, striking the Indus at right
angles. The coDSequence of this diipedimcnt is per
petual motion in the stream: in 1844 ''"e used to 
anchor close to the houses of the old city ; presently 
tb"i, channel edged oft" seven or eight miles, and now 
it has retumcd to within nearly half that clistunee. 
Belo"' Schwan, o.gujn, we can no longer lan<l, except 
in thl' smnllt~st Dun<li, at the large villngc of Dhagit
tont. 'l'hc.•t4•J bnltl aiul knobby hills, over "·hich you 
travelled ,,·hen going no~, are a surp1ise to the 
atmngcr voyaging up stream : they vary in shape 
and form at every angle, and the steamer does he1· 
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very best to escape nighting in their dreadful re
flected heat. The Pass opposite the Ridge is called 
in the time-tables "More Luck : " here, in May, 
furious gusts and m.ffiil,es, the precursor of the 
south-west monsoon, often m.nke the lumbering 
boats bolt with their owners ; trnnsft~r the thatched 
awning into the water, whirl away hnlf the luggage 
to keep it company, and utb•rly clirih"t\Ct the crew. 
Y'ou remember how Adn1irru Xml'c·hus complained 
of these horrid o.dvc1~l~ gnl••H, which dashed his 
triremes and gallcy:;1 ngniust one another, and 
caused repea1ied halts for repairing. In our modem 
day, no.val men have decl~d that Father lndus in 
flood is more dangerous. than the most vfolent of 
Transatlantic rivers, and, from what you have 
witnessed of its pro\Vess, even at the beginning of 
the rough season, you cnnnot refuse it credit for 
extensive powers of mischief-making whenever con
ditions nrc favou1-ablc. 

'l'b,! Schwnu, or, ns t11e natives call it, the Bhng.1-
tord., l'illgc begins up stream with a long bent dor
sum, at whose base flows the lively blue Arai River, 
the drain of Lake Md.fo1 l\fo.nclmr, and the tail of the 
wcstcl'n Nam. From the deck we see the buildings 
which rise above the old town : the clmnps of 
mound's hen.ring tbc minnrettcd ld-gath, and the 
dome of the Char Y d.r, or Four Friends of the patron 
Saint. Upon tho sky-line of the ridge stand out 
the Bungulows built by the engineers and con
tractors of that exceedingly " slo\v coach," the Ind us 
Valley State Baihvay. Their labourers' lines and 
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their eJDbankment, here a regular Mal Pa110, may be 
traced win~g round the point, where it is stopped 
by a big ravine ; the latter, dividing a huge reticu
lated mass of ftat rock from the hillside, is appa
rently the work of an earthquake. The ftanks, both 
of this and of the ridge behind, are seamed with 
gashes which in a rainy country might be the work. 
of water: here we Ca.nnot accept the W crnerian 
exp lo.nation. 

Capping the wall-crest that faces the stream, 
and known as Darydlo,. stands a ,tone upon a cairn : 
this re Dog's Tomb " bears a tradition common to 
the Aryan world. A hill-man, being iJJ. debt as 
usual, borrowed a small sum from a Sd.hukd.r, or 
merchant, and gave, by way of security, a dog 
which he represented as a miracle of fidelity and 
honour. The trader's house was broken into and 
robbed of much valuable property, but it was all 
recovered by the sagacity of the "pawn." There
upon the creditor d'ismissed his four-footed friend 
and bound to it.a neck the receipt for it.a master's 
debt. The hill-man, who had found means to scrape 
the money together, suddenly met the.pledge trotting 
gaily homewards, and, without. taking thought, cried 
out re Phit I (a curse I) thou hast put me to shame 
by this flight." Whereupon the dog fell dead, 
doubtless from the shock to the nervous system; and 
the mast;er, learning the truth too late, showed his 
aorrow by expending a hundred rupees upon the 
grave. The tale is told v.rlth variant.a : :Mr. A. 0. 
Hlime, for instance, makes the hill-man slay his 
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dog with an axe ; but the death by a broken heart 
ia much more Sindi, and, methinks, more eft"ect.ive. 
That the dog wo.s honoured in these regione we 
learn by the fact of the J at tribe beyond the Ami 
river being compelled, under the Arab rule, t.o bring 
a hound o.s a gilt every tim.& they presented them
selves before the ruler. 

At Amiri or Amri, the twelfth station on the 
riglit bnnk, about twenty-five milea below &shwu, 
we sec white domclct.a peeping over the pent-houea 
of lVntile : here a long mud-bank, apparently aomo 
ruined settlement, subtends the river which, after 
an "..xceptional broad, ~wa to about 450 · yuda. 
These are the inducements, I suppose, which have 
called the heap "Alexander's :Fort: " you have 
already seen one at EWhwan, and you know what 
to think of them. 

Beyond this point, Mr. Bull, I have literally 
nothing to 'Bhow you. 

And now that you have inspected and studied 
Bind and its River 88 much 88 your guide, do 
you not marvel at the complete phyaical reeem.
blance, combined with the absolute intellectual 
dliference, between Old :Egypt and Young Egypt I 
There Meroe, Phihe, Thebes, the Pyramids. Here 
nothiDg. And yet this is one of the nuneriea 
of the Indo-Aryan race, wh0118 occupation of the 
Panj4b learned Palldita-H. H. Wilson and othen 
-place before the Eth centmy :a.o. This ii one 
of the homes of the Vedaa and the aeene of many of 
the Puninu: the traditiODS of Nm• and Sit.£'1 
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travel in Lower Bind are still in every Hindu'11 
mouth. 

Can you explain the cause of this mighty con
trast in the works of Art where the gifts of Nature 
are so simi1ar t No ! Then perhaps you will lend 
a ready ear to my humble theory. 

I cannot accept the revival of the Rev. 
Barham Zincke, who again proposed to colonize the 
banks of the Nile with immigr:mta_ from India. 
The earliest cave-characters ! ~1 the great Peninsula 
declare without a doubt that the raw alphabet, which 
afterwarda ripened into the perfect Devand.gari, waR 

mmply Phmnician, showing that ' Aryavarta,' the 
Land of Man-as opposed to us " links" --derived 
her civilization (pace all t11e Sanskritista I) from, 
instead of exporting it to, the West. " Ex Oriente 
lux " is our, not Iler, motto. But Old Egypt, like 
Syria her sister, has ever been the great ineeting
place of nations, the common ground upon which 
the Orient and the Occident stood Cront to front ; 
where Eastern man compared himself with Western 
man, where mind struck mind, and where the Prome
thean spark :reaulted from the impact of Northern 
u~n South..-rn thought. Young Egypt stood in a 
comer ; isolated, materio.lly nnd momlly, from the 
outer worlds of the North and the Far West : her 
great watery highway, beginning in uninhabitable 
mountains, ended in the Arabian Sea : in fact, she 
was a natural thoroughfare leading from nothing 
to nothing, and ahe WQB of scant service to racial 
development. The Hindu, Brahlllan or Rajput, 

\'Ot,. II. 41 
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with his seven ea.stes,1 was ever essentially uncom
municative, unprogressive ; society was fossilized 
as soon as formed, and in point of civilization, 
" thus far and no further·" became its law. Hence 
lndus-land was compelled to work out her own 
destinies, which she did in a mean and humble way; 
while the monuments of Nile-land still instruct and 
astonish humanitf. 

1 All the clmieal r.uthoritiu, Stn.bo and Anir.u, Qaintua 
Omtiua aad Plia7, mention aeveu, not the four, cute. of Menu. 
Needleu to u.7 I far prefer the account of the Greeb, 81181ltir.U7 
r. critical aad inquiaitive nee, to the wild liu of Hindu Pandit&. 
It would appear that the quadruple divi1ion, 1till !mown bf mme, 
although No. 2 item hu dilappeared and No. ' i1 hr.rdl7 ncopill
able, i1 a comi-ativel1 modern reviftl of IOm8 looal and pecaliar 
iutitution. · 
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OHAPrER XXXI. 

TllB BAILWAY-BBTU.RN TO KABACBl-1'.INAL 

BElPLEO'l'IONS-SIND MARRIED TO THE PANIAB

SBORT ADIEUX. 

AT last, Mr. Bull, here is the Banw or landing
place of Haydar4bd.d. The sun nears the horizon. 
We have been toesed about that Kotri Reach, like 
the Trojan of pious and immortal memory ; and, like 
him, we touch solid ground with reeling heads and 
thankful hearts. To-morrow moming we return 
to .Kamchi by the single down-train, which starts 
at 7 .30, or one hour later than the up-train. 
We might, perhaps, by making interest, and by 
paying for our servant.a first-class fares instead of 
third, be allowed a carriage attached to a baggage
train. But I want to show you, in full daylight, 
and in all it.a deformity, the very worst-chosen line 
in the British dominions. The journey and its 
description will be painfully dull-one cannot jig 
the whole way between Dan and Beersheba : before, 
however, we set out, let us piece together in mosaic 
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the bits of information concerning the rail which 
WO picked up OD the road. 

On our way northwards we followed the old 
rather than the new line, that deep band of warp 
whirh runs, more or less, along the embankment 
of tho cc Indus Valley State Railway." For the 
State, let us now say the Empire, has interposed 
it.self between the two scraps of Sind, Panj4b, 
and Delhi Railway intended to connect Kanchi
Kotri n.nd Sa.khar-Multan : and the policy of the 
Anglo-Indian Government now tends to take all 
the great trunks into its especial charge. The result 
baa not been tried, and we will give the experiment 
all the benefit of uncertainty ; still, we have no 
warrant for bc!lieving that it "rill result in anything 
but failure, something, in fact, more exemplary 
than even the mismanagement of those private com
panies which have so cc messed " and muddled the 
tmmit and the traftic of the great Indian Peninsula. 

Hitherto, proceedings upon the I.V.S.R. have 
not. I ho.ve told you, been aatisfactory. In fact, as 
yet it has done nothing useful, save and except to 
it.art Edwin Arnold'• admirable song, ~-

" 1'ow la the dnil·hone oome to 8iD4, 
Wah ! Wah ! Oooroo, that ia tne ; 

Ilia bell7 la lltul'e4 witih In aud wind, 
nm .. poet a hone w Rajah Deha. •• 

The worb began in 1872, the total distance is 
only 270 miles, but the o8icials have taken their time 
with a witness. The expenditure, my the growlen 
of the Preas, ii enormous ; the peraonnel ahift.s whc11 
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and where it pleases : there is the U81l&l fatality 
att.ending •• Govemment work," the same disorder 
and incot111qwmc6 which left the British Army 
barefooted at Balaclava whilst ships full of boot.a 
Jay in port. The fish-plates were forgotten when 
the guards' watches and the butt.ons for the electric 
wires had long been lying ready in the storea
this may serve you for a specimen. There is 
nothing more mysterious to me, sir, than tile con
traat between your admirably conducted manufac
ture, store, or private place of business, and the 
ut1ier want of organization in your public arrange· 
ment.s, during a campaign for instance: At times 
you must be almost tempted to engage a French
man by way of acting-manager. 

Now, at last, Somebody is ashamed of himself. 
This year the round BUID: of one million sterling has 
been granted towards completing the missing link, 
and there is a modicum of life upon the line. Report 
declares that in next June {1E76) the section con
necting Kotri with Sann, a few miles south of 
Sdhwan, will be opene~. This I can hardly believe. 
'Ve saw all the smaller bridges unfinished, and we 
know that the big bridge has ha.rdly been begun: 
Again, we found the embankment in places running 
over low ground flaked and cracked. by ftood or 
rain:; and we are tolerably certain that, despitie the 
immense length of the elopes facing the stream, 
everv yard will have to be repaired and renewed, 
till nothing but the n~cleus of the present line 
relnains. Finally, the obato.cles of doubling the 
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Lakld or S.Shwan Point have dubbed th~ place, as 
you have seen, ".More Luck Pass," which can hardly 
have leas luck than Fate has hitherto vouchsafed 
to it-at> 'vere the Furies called Eumenides. How
ever, the energetic contractor, Mr. Dawvid ::Mac
kenzie, who built the Na pier Barracks, Kamchi, 
is hard at work upon thia Bhagd.tor& Pass, and, 
if man can do it, he will. 'l'he Mwan-Sakhar 
section ( 120 miles) will consume at least another 
year, ~d the country is a copy of that between 
Kotri and Sann : the southem approach to Sakho.r, 
you know, has been flooded ground, and probably 
will be so ngo.in, whilst that pestilent Kaamor 
Band actually tbreatienl!i the existence of the old 
city. 'Ve are not therefore sanguine aa to any 
immccliate and b1illiant success ; but we have u 
conviction tb.at the normal Anglo-Indian, and 
perhaps Brit.i1:1h, bungling old rule of thumb will 
make all i1gbt in the· end. 

The liuc west of the lndus was chosen, after abun
dant dispute antl delay, because, they say, it paeaes 
tbrougb tw·o first-class towns, Sohwnu and Lai·kd.oo. ; 
because Snkhnr-Dakar-Uohri gives the best an<l, 
indeed, the ouly thoroughly suitable emplacement 
for o. b1·illgc; nnJ. bccnm~c it wu judged o.dvisable 
to avoid llir Ali :Mumd 'l'ulpur's independent terri
tory, Klmy11n\t·. But the ea.stem bank is both 
ahortc1• aull snt'1•1·, anJ. it would soon raise Hala 
and Naushah1'0 to the level of the westem towns; 
while the difficulty or the disndva.ntages of passing 
through the .Amir's feof ai-e purely fanciful. · Lastly, 
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there are other places than Kotri for bridging the 
lndus ; for example, the narrows at Amiri. How
ever, the choice has now been made. 

Let us return to the I. V. S. R., or ra.thvr the 
S. P. and D. Railway, whose chairman ia Mr. W. P. 
Andrew, the strenuous advocate of the Euphrates 
Valley short-cut. It deserve& our regard as the first 
public work of any importance projected (April 29, 
1858) in Bind since the latter was the gift of the 
lndus.· On the other hand, it ia a model of bad selec
tion and of worse execution. The. former ia generally 
explained away upon the principle of " Hobeo'n's 
Choice ;" but this is by no means applicable to the 
case. It had two "competition-wallas." Common 
Sense said, Follo\v the line of the old road 1io the 
east or near the river: give transit and vit.ality to 
Ghd.rd., Tho.thd., and Jarak, the only places deserving 
mention in the Trans-lntline Valley; what made 
"Debal Btlndcr," in the olden day, a city of some 
300,000 souls will make the miaP..rable, squalid 
village groat once more. . "Economy," so often the 
bo.uc of our Ea.stem Empire, said, Uun along the base 
of the Kobistan, the llo.lir, and other scattei'B of hill 
or high ground to the left or west, and you will 
not. waste your. rupees in bridging. But this saving 
a few thousnmls of pounds sterling is a matter of 
the smallest importance, whereas situation for an· 
Indian ·railway is ull in all : the difFf'.rence between a 
good and ~ bad line of country ia essential. 

Accordingly, the normal compromise, more· 
Britannico, wos agreed upon, and this measure ia 
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one of the many omiaaiona and emnmiuioua at
tributied to ~ builder of Frere TowDB, Frere Halla, 
and Frere Boada. It succeeded admirably in avoid
ing the merits, and in combining the defects, 
of both project& This iron-road runs through a 
howling wilderness, which, for one " spell " of 
twenty miles, cannot supply even a drop of wat.er. 
The eye roams disconsolate over scu.ttered bushes of 
cactus and capparis. euphorbia and camel-thorn, 
powdered, even in deepest winter, with summer 
dust ; over bare incipient sandstone, and over 
ho•-bone lime, excellent compost, with nothing 
to compose. There ia no hope for this desert: the 
Coiro-Suez line has restored prosperity to ancient 
" Goshen," but there the rail runs along a sweet
wo.ter canal. 

The execution ia, if possible, still wone. The 
:Malir bridge, spanning the dangerous Fiumara of 
the so.me name, hna been swept away at leut twice: 
the same result of providing civilized English 
articles for nch wild anlt savage torrents ho.a also 
nstonisbcd the Brazil Again, upon o. plain almost 
as .fto.t na your ha.nd, the enginccra have ·managed 
to effect sundry cuttings: two between now de
serted Bolari and l\lcting. All the stations arc what 
they ihould taot have been ; emall "paHa" build
ings of stone and lime, with appendages of dirty 
hovels labelled .. Poat-office,'' and so forth ; when 
light and airy sheds, giving draught and shade, are 
the thing& wanted. They cannot attract popula
tion, becaue there is no population to •titraQt : 



hitherto immigration baa been confined to a colony 
of crows scattered up and doWll the line ; and if 
hummt colonist.a ofi'cred themselves, man will not 
and cannot acttlc upon uoirrigat,ccl ground. Con
MCqUently, we see nothing of Sindi life from the can 
except a few vagrant.a who can keep themselves 
alive in miaemble " shanties " of bush and wattle. 

The daily down-train at.arta later and travels 
longer than the up-train : this, and tho abaence 
of night-carriages, a.re hardly intelligible except 
upon the principle of (do) nothing (to oblige), for 
nothing. On the other hand, the Go\?ernment will 
continue to march ita troops between Kamchi and 
Kotri, in ten d8ys, including a single halt, rather 
than take the rail for four or five hours ; if auch be 
their economy it is in the usual expensive style : the 
baggage-camels cost more ·than a few additional 
cara. As we see, the Sepoys of the mount.ain
batt.ery, under Captain H. G. Young, of co1111e aent 
their women and children by the rail. 

We will now examine the line a trifle more 
minut.ely. The gauge is the noimal intermediate 
Indian, which suit.a the celebrated but still. disputed 
dictum of Mr. Crashaw. After leaving Kotri, and a. 
deaolate clump of domed tombs outside it, we begin 
a alight aacent, which will last, with intenala, 
t,o the mid-day station, the apex of the ahallow 
prism. The fint important Fiumara, crOBBed by 
a IOlid at.one bridge, ia the B4rUl : at preaent 
(April) it is bone-dry; in mid·Aupt it will duh 
ita trec-trunka and drift-wood clean acroaa, and pilA 
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them up on the f~rther bank of, the mighty Indus. 
Sec that ridiculous strip of Bctnd, as if floods so 
rapid o.nd so sudclcn co1:1ld be controlled by nny but 
the strongest \v01·k I Chim Pir, or, acconling to 
Tommy Atkins, "Jcm Pier," is the usual white 
dome in a ~uft of green trees, xept evergreen by the 
huge Dciml, or water-sink, which dro.ins the land 
around. There n.rc various buttresses o.ttn.chcd and 
detached to the i·ight of tbc road : we arc nssured 
that the plateaux on the summitA, which may be 
250 feet high, arc sea-sand nncl water-rolled pebbles; 
and we remember our classics ; 

u Et vutua inventa eat in montibu anchora 111Dl1DiL" 

Here also a waiting-room is much wanted. At 
.f\mgshd.hi, the half-way house, we have a halt of 
fifteen minutes, and the pnssengcrs from HaydarabMI 
aow expect the cool sea-breeze to replace the Simlim 
1.4\Vcepiug over their rocky ridge. Neo.r this half
way l1ousc is the deposit of laterite which yielded a 
Rpccimcn to the Municipal Museum. Unfortunately, 
J ungahd.hi is distant three hours by ricling-emnel 
from the olcl emporium of Southern Sind, and now 
a tramway is proposed-" that's the ·way the· money 
goes." Dubd.ji sto.tion, No. 5 of the Tmvellers' 
Guide, is distant seven miles from its village, and 
wholly lacks a .waiting-room: this section should 
have ended at Ghd.rd.. Malir, or Un.di (No. 7), 
lies two miles otr its settlement, and away from 
the gardens which would have recommended it. 

At this_ last station of any importance we see 
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tho Mol1r river : it is one of the three streams that 
drain the Kohist&n, or hill-country north of Karachi. 
W c have possed its neighbour, the BU.rd.n, and we 
sightl from afar the valley of the Habb, the only 
pe1-cnnial stream in the province bcsicfos the lndus. 
'Yater may generally be obtained hy sinking a pit in 
the .Malir bed : after rains a large head l'Ushcs down 
for a short time, and now we find a mere thread of 
ftuid, which sinks in the brood expBDBe of sand. 
Here, at o. distance of eighteen miles, it is proposed to 
build tanks, and to lay on the element for .Kar.ichi in 
pipings of stone or iron. The modem capital of the 
Province still pines for the pure element : those who 
can afford the expense, drink of the lndus, brought 
in tanks from Kotri., 104 miles, while others imp0rt 
it from Bombay; 507 miles. That used for washing 
ia. hard enough to chap the hands. The Gazetteer 
·(p. 363) shows you that ten di1Ferent project.a have 
been sti&rted, with the proverbial effect of too many 
cooks ; and, after a quarter of a century, that pro
posed by O<>Ionel Fife, following Captains Baker, 
J. Hill, De Lisle, and Merriman, has been fuio.lly 
ad.opted. The only fault seems to be capital: the sup
ply of water does not suffice. Had we been mediaeval 
Dutchmen or modern :Egyptians, we should long 
ago have provided our young Ale.nnclria with' a 
canal taken from some ~ction of the Indus between 
Tha~ and Jarak, a channel equally adapted for 
navigation, irrigation, and supplying drink. This 
Siodi ~ was proposed even in the 
days of Sir Charles Napier: it wu strongly advo-
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catcd by the late Lieuteno.nt Chapman and hy Mr. 
T. G. Nownham, and the only objection Wftfl it.a 
expcnM-Rs. 4.8,50,773. It would have benefited 

. the hnrl.>0ur by increasing the aeour, and it would 
hnvc converted the desert intO a garden of cab1H1ges: 
now its do.y hu passed : the concuJ-rence would 
injure the milwo.y. Surely a colony with common 
RCllBC woul<l have drained the Bombay Flat.a before 
buillling Frere Town, . and would have dug the 
Thntb4 Cuno.l inst.cad of wasting money upon Frere 
Halls in this City of the Sterile Plain. 

The only part of the Baillfay which we can 
pmiso with comcience is the tielegrapmc. After the 
careful experience of many experiments, the De~ 
mcnt bo.s decided upon· making all the poet.a of 
metal, whilat the railway atill adheres to wood 
planted in metal socket.a. Now that the whit,e ant 
ho.s been excluded, various plans have ~ pro
poeod fot preventing the corrosion cauaed by 
the golvanic action of the saltpetre-laden soil : 
the posts, which_ are simple tubes, appm to 81lff'er 
from the climat,e of Bind 88 much 88 the human 
frame, I' complexity of tubes. At last tho prophy .... 
lactic ho.s been hit upon ; the hollow hues are 
stopped so 88 to keep out the air, and the exterior 
ia coated with a black mixture of tallow and tar. 

We finish our 10.£ miles in four houn and a 
half; six more would lead ua round th~ north
eaat of camp, put ?tlcLeocl Station to Ki1'm'ft, at 
the wat.er edr We have little to 1ay in favour 
of Frere Station, a:cept that there is an. Quter 
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shed, and that hired "barouchea" are au11iciently 
numerous. 

• • • • • * 
And now, !th. John 1Jull, you have & right tA> 

quote, as regards Bind: 

" Ben II mJ jo11rll9T1 encl, hen ii IDJ bat 
Ancl wq .... mart of.., 1rimolt ..n,, 

upon the Sindhu, the Be& of Young Egypt. Bear 
with me yet a few minutes; whilst I atat.e the con
clusiona at which we have both arrived. 

Either the climat.e of the Unhappy Valley baa 
improved, or, what is more likely, we have learned 
tA> aubduo its wildness by the increased comfort.a 
of a more civilized style of life. The canal abU!I 
of the olden time have disappeared. Formerly it 
was a feat tA> live five yean in lndus-land ; r,ow 
you find men who have weathmed their two det•adea. 
Wo have little fear of seeing such peatilen~es 88 

tbosc which killed off half the 78th Highlanden 
and the "Irish Giant.a" (86th). 

The Sindi, the mo.aa of the population, has on 
the whole benefited by our rule. We have not 
·imitated the Teutons, who, instead of developing 
the finer qualities of various neea-Slavs and 
It&lia.na, Roumenians and Magyara-vainly attempt 
a silly " Germanization." Schools and educational 
establishments have at last been thrown open to 
them ; and the embryo Municipalities act 88 well 
as can ~ expected. We have secured some con
&dence by giving it ; and we have not too severely 
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" tried on" the so-called " paternal government." At 
present the principal want is legal and oflicial pro
tection for the ·Moslem Ryot against the Hindu 
Sd.hukd.r, who, in South· African phrase, tbrea1ieDs to 
eat him up. 

Young Egypt, like Old Egypt, imperatively 
demands a so.nitmium, and the nearest· and best 
would be Keln.t. This capital also requires pro
tection, and it will be an admirable outpost in case 
of hostile movements from Mcrv upon Hcrat. Thus 
an occupation; contemplated by the Treaty of 1854 
(Art. 4), might suit ull pnrtics. 

Abolish that o.bominn.blc Jacobd.bd.d, for which a 
eou11Ic of tl'Obps woultl amply suffice ; a single corps 
of Siucl Horse shoul<l support tl1cm from Shikd.rpur ; 
ancl tbc reserves, t.hnt is to sny, the body of· the 
fol'cc, sl10111d occupy Sn.kbnr, where the climate is 
supportahll", nnd whenrc locomotion is easy. 

Sinc.1 is virtnnlly unconnected with north-western 
India, whose prolongation she is. From Kotri
Hnyclartlhatl to l\lultan (1no miles), is a long 
stcamer-voyngc of twenty days by the antiquated 
bargl'S of the diJntory and precarious " Indus 
Flotilln," when the clistuncc would he covered by 
twenty-foul' hours of ruil-tmvclling. '11110 connection 
should he complet<''1 ns soon ns possible. 

'l'hc llilitm·y-politicnl Im~ had his dny, and Sintl, 
aftl'r a fair triul of a tbird of o. .century, hne shown 
hcnwlf impotent to bold the posit.ion of an inde
~ndl'nt l.,.avvincl'. Her " manifest destiny" ·is 
annexation to tht" Pnnjd.b, and thus once more, as 
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in the ancient days of the Hindu Rnjabs, her 
frontiers will extend to Ko.shmfr. Already the 
papers tell us that the Trdns-Indine dii:1tricts, from 
Pcshd.wnr to near Kard.chi, will ho formed into 
a Frontier Government, or an ngentcy purely 
political, and will be plnued directly under the 
Viceroy; while Cie-lndine Bind, inchuling also 
Kamchi, is to be transfcncd from Bombay to the 
Panjd.b, in exchange for t11c Ctmtml Provinces. 
These sensible mcnsurcs will be, to use a popular 
phrase, the mnking of Young Egypt. Sl1c wi1l bt?come 
the export-line of the iicb Upp<'l' Imlim~ Yn.1foy and 
the brood plains of the Lnntl of the Five Rivers ; 
and increased wealth will enable l1cr to supply many 
a local want, for instance, water nml gns to Knrl1chi, 
a branch-railway to Thathd., aml so fortb. },inally, 
when Kamchi becomes the terminus of tho Euphrates 
or Overland Railway, so much wnnt:cd a.t this 
moment (Feb., 1877), then "The Unhappy" will 
change her no.me, and' in the evening of her daya 
shall become "The Happy Valley." 

• * * * * * 
. . Separations, :Mr .. John Bull, are no longer the 
heart-breaking afFairs of thirty years ago. In these 
daya we part with a fair average chance of meeting 
again. I venture t,o hope that you will remember 
the trip with pleasure ; and now let us shake hands 
and achange, if you please, not an adieu, but an 

""""'°"'· 
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BralunadW4, I. 1111 Ii. 151, 176. 
BnhmaDt, i. 171, 177 I u. 806. 
Bdhai mamerai., ii. 2". 
- tribe, ll. 88, M6, 148. 
Bnhtaiatibi, Ii. 188. 
Brmatoa, llr: B..! I. 1415. 
Britiah lnclia nta.m BaYlgation 

Compu7,l.lL 
Bllckle, I. 18. 
Baclha, tena-ootta alto-relief ol, 

i. '"" Baclhiat temalu, I. 128. 
Bagtia tribe, IL l8t. 
Baiat, Dr., ll. 89. 
B111p .. , Ua11taiD, i. 10. 
8ame1, Dr., ii. 87. 

Bamea, LieuMnallt_ ii. 41. 
- Sir.A.,i.1'7. 

o. 
Caho, i. l&L 
Camb97 Glllf, riffl'll of the, L 16. 
Cape Comoria, i. 1"9 11. 
--Koa., L II, 19 . 
OhaclmUD&h, PeniaD ...... Ii. 

178. 
Oh'hl, tea. u. lt7'. 
"CWliho," or 40 cla~ heat, ii. 177. 
Cbapmu, Lieutenant, ii. 811. 
Ch£ Y,r, l'oar J'rieao ol Koham,. 

mecl, ll.1'111, 288, 'BOI. 
OheDDi Ylllap, ii. JOI. 
Ch6n Pir, ii. 818. 
CIUD.i backwater, I. 8'. 
- oreek, L II. 
"CJWaf Gambu "(pcnelala clomea), 

i. lH. 
· Chot.6. KhUi., llr. Bowell, ii. 116. 
· Chotf ·Bil'rfw"1 Cua1, Ii. MO. 

Chriatmu Da7, ii. 80. 
Clifton, i. 18 ; a ....., lo, 81 s. 

town, 85 I 'batbbtg, 85 I ,,_, 
of water, 86 1 olima&e, 88 1 
hatillg, WI. 

Coc11acufcl, !019P in t'he, L U. 
Cole, Kr. W., i. 7"9 m. 
Coleridge, ii. 111. 
CoDwa7, Captaill, L Ml. 
Cruh&w, Kr., ii. 818. 
Crocala IaJaad, i. 41. 
Crowe, llr., i. lM. 

D. 

DabW.L ISO. 
Dibir, ruler of .Aror, H. 111. 
Dalara, kiug of Bambd, I. 117. 
-- HiDda prince, ii. 178. 
Dam-i-Sabh, bnatJa of &be monl• 

Ing, i. 171. 
D&mU., i.&. 
Dalll&IC1ia lteel, Ii. 116. 
Daaua Towera, H. IOO. 
Dappa on the Ph'llleJ{, i. U. . 
l>arJ' J' Sbewak, llbada leot, L 

428. 
Dutar, Captalll, iL tu. 
.. Dat. of Bbad," i. n. · 
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Dl.'4clpa.tra ,,....,., ii. 2'1. 
Da.1, Dr • .F., ii. 291. 
De Qainc7, ii. Ill. 
II Depar 11 Cfty, if. 152. 
Deaboroagh COolu7, Kr. \V., i. 22. 
DeYil'• Brother, ii. 1&8. 
DewaJ, or 'fhAtb4, i. 168. 
DMm Tirtha, ii. 17'. 
Dharan Pir, ii. 17-6. 
Dhcmki tribe, ii. H6. 
DU. BeJ&, ii. 216. 
Dia Head and Fort, i. I, 18. 
Dia, 1.11. 
DiwQi, Sim1i.Blnc1a. foati't'al, i.178. 
Dag'a Tomb, ii. IOI, 303. 
Dclafgaa, or " Hated Wom&ll" 

dome, ii. 171. 
Domkla tribe, ii. 281. 
DaWji ll&ation, ii. 114.. 
Dwikild, i. 18. 
- Pagocla. i. I. 
- Temple, i. 17. 
~ 't'OJ819 iD the, i. 10. 

lL 

...._.. hoaoar, H. a 
-- polic1, ii. 19. 
-· - panialuaeata, IL 17. 
- •fHrir·/aW. ii. 8. _........_.,ii.I. 
...._, muaapmeat of, H. 81. 
m.nwick, Kr. lL B., L 111 ii. JJ.8. 
llluPt. iL IOI. 
Br.lleju. U. 118. 
:ll·IUim, i. 1811 iL U, U'I. 
...... ..u plO't'ilaae, ii. J71. 
.... bonagll. Lord, iL 41. 
.. lilda nle, bemtlt.a clm:nd 

fl'Om, iLl17. 
~S..LI. 
........... (8ftl.plat), IL 108. 
.......... V.U., n.ilwar, L 81. 

•• 

l'ort Kanhdra, f. 44. 
.. Fort or Bcorpion11," ii. m. 
"Forty Fntboma Dank," i. II. 
J'ra.nkliD, J.acJy, ii. 213. 
"l'rera To\Tn;'' i. "-
" Frere BaU," i. 18, 28, 72. 
- Station; ·•:a 1 ii. aus. 
Faltoa, llr., il 2'1. 

G. 

Gajah Fork, ii. 81'
Ganji1 Hilla, i. z.&7. 
Gagp l'iumara, i.115. 
"Gencli" (tin tlAll), i. 7. 
" Gentoo," or Gontilc·wonhlp, i. 

180. 
" Gentooa," ii. 17'-
GbUi, en rol6te to, I. 118 ; prepua. 

tiou for Jouna-r, 111; • 
plluat 70ug robber, 111 1 
JeJUdUo'• atation, 110 ; roagla 
travel, 117; memori• of GllW, 
1811 camel ride, 1371 ...i., 
189, 180. 

- Creek, i. WI, 118 • 
- Tillage, ii. IOI. 
Gbi (melted batter), ii. lOI. 
Gbiari '" Jlilitarf Jlariae Bui· 

tuia.m," i. 87. 
- Oriental aighta, i. 88. 
- qaanlea, i. 4.1. 
- port, i. rt. 
Ghallm A.Ii, tomb of, ii. m. 
- Daats(r, U. ltl. 
- Nabi, tomb of, i. ISO • 
- Bbu KallacSra, L W • 
Gfut l'ue, Ii. 111. 
Gilclariat, Dr., I~ 88. 
Gimk.:mollllmba; t: 17. 
O.,L 18. • 
Golclamlcl, ..,._a-.a Bir I'. 1., 

U.161. 
Gopus 't'lllap, U.·lfL 
Gmliam, Jin., ii. .. 
Glutla, 8Dda Bod ....... L-. 
"Gnat; ialt »-1t,• II. & 
GnM 8iDcl eu.J, IL MO. 
Grl'llclllW. JI., ..... of, I. .. 
~LWL 
@DJ~ B. 111, .. 
.... ri9W, ii..., .. 
a.-u..-.LJI. 
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n. 
'Rabb, ftllor of thO. ii. 314. 
~i llotu, tomb of, u. 132. 
Ha.jjaJ, the obiftll"ODI, 1. 167. 
8'fmi Yillap, ii. m. 
1W4, i. 18:11 ii. lU, D .. 
JUU.Kirtbilr BiU., I. 107. 
Ha.Um Ullah, ii. l!:I. 
Hamilton, Ca~n, I. H: 
Jlannlilall, liia.da. monkoJ-gad, L 

Ul. 
llaru. SbiJWPh, U. 03. 
Ha.ri Chanel, iL 109, 130, 130, HO, 

11)6. 
Jlari PruW, U. UL 
Huu Ali, I. 248. 
B'uhfala (Indian bomp), L 807. 
llaUm, IL 188. 
llaTelock, Bir Henl'J', i. 81. 
Hawker, Coloael, U. O..L 
lla.Jdm"Wd, I. 8 i iL D. 107, 1.IO, 

807. 
-Amin of, i. u. 
- J'Cld, L S&S 1 iL 118. 
- Palue, I. Ml. 
- Watch-tower, L HO. 
Ha.JC)ariW4 uc1 Cairo, L 111. 
- AllGleU, L 118. 
- aatift, L Ill. 
-New,L 181. 
--M1117, i. 283. 
- mate flom, to Bobrl, ii. 111. 
:u.-.at,LH. 
11urU Ali, D. UL 
._..m.ae.ILIOL 
Hil£~L19'; 
Hill, Captain I., U. 811. 
HlmalaJU, L II. 
111ada BuJUlo U. 10I. 
- .... U. I08. 
-oomap,Ll71. 
-pilpllmp. L 8'1 U. 81, 176. 
- 8'birlm, iL 117. 
---.LlllO. 
- tlarlft, .1. 177. _......, ... 
B......._,LllOa-. 
Bind-, u. J.M. 
-~.11.117. 
- --of, U. IOO. -••--la 8~, U.161. 
- of 81114, L •• . 
~Bair,S"l'lmof,U.111. 
....... A.W.L71. 

' 

ITallK', Kr. A. O., Ii. 113, 303. 
U11ndi, bill of oaohlmp, iL 163. 
II111rl Tillnsfo. Ii. 7-1; pmo aoca, 

71Js cock lgbt, 81. 

r. 
Ibr4h6n Khan, Ii, lOS, 108, 110, 

118, 189, 137, l•t, H7, 181. 
Ibnlhim Kha.a'• 'rillAp, U. 100, 

105. 
Ilriblm. Puha, ii. G8. 
Ibnlhlm Shah, iL 2-11. 
ld-d.h, placo for f•dftl pra,.n, 

If. m,aos. · 
In4fa, mllitalT gonrnment, U. f8. 
- 900fabilit7 in, II. !I. 
Iadlu aock-apan, ii. 81. 
Iaclo-Ar,-a noe, Ii. so.a.. 
Iadu l'IY91', L 117, Ill I Ii. "" ea, 

161, 178, Ill, 11", 117,111, llO, 
l73, 17f. . 

- allipton, 1. 03. 
~ 'bridpa of, L 178. 
- aana1 fiom, I. 89; U. 811. 
- olullo, ii.191. 
- 001IDU,- roan4, I. IOI. 
- oraft, IL 286. 
- Delu, i. 11. 
- Inaunatioa, I. 191. 
- lelMlea wall thmwa -. 

LIOl. 
- moatlw of, LI. 
-mad,Ll86. 
- Nani l'lotDla. L m. 
- labaoa.·IUIDlf, II. 191 
- .... J'lo&ilJa.11. 40. 
"Inclu Steam JfarigMiola CJom. 

pu7,"U.& 
-~or. 1.1&,a,u.m. 
- TalleJ BW. llall_,, it. a, 

808. ___ nWJa•dedftClfnm, 

Lm. 
llma'Wnab, laaU... ....... Ill. 
l'a-"11.....,laf, U.1& 

l. 

la' ....... Ll,lL · 
luob. G--1, L II, l'I, • 1 I. 

181. . - -
lllGOWWd, U. DO. Ml, .... -
. 118. 
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J--d&Ja, Lcll'4 of the World, 
L 17. 

J's(nUn, aomatl7 patlemaa, u. 
180. 

laaa 'l.'aaa"1al, i. US. 19L 
1 ... hfd, kinrol Penla. U. 287. 
Jamclmi. Yillap, ii. HO. 
Jamir, • n•t• to, i. !15, town, 

1181 olcl clap, 2%1 1 Budhin n. ......... 
lab, U. 98, 98, NL 
Ja1~,olllef,l.lGO. 
larialm&, ii. !ID. . 
H .fuiJ'eh." alllcfal bead.qurttn of 

.AfricaD n.aclminl, i. 13. 
leddala,Ll,10 • 
.Jelaammm, i. 10. 
MftDI Vibe, ii. m 181. 
1..a& Plr, lL l!8. 
l-'l=nlln-pla7). u. 181. 
lolal H. IOI. 
1 ....... ~ .. or G&D'"• L 11. 
l....,MM, ii. IH. 

lt. ............ 
~t.1411 ILi& 
- ooaat. I. 11. 
- Galf of, L IO. 
-~I.I. 
air~ Ii. IOl. 
Kld£~wl·li~. u. ...._ 
Dk6 iL 114, llL 
......._, .......... U.18L 
KalWlaclJmltl. u. 88. 
SalWn. tmab Of, L-. 
~K8'nbt,LU7. .......,.,IL ... -. 
g&y .. IL"!~ 
S-1111,L-
SH>= ol l'tollaQ', t. IO. _ . 
~·11•..-, ar ·~" L 

Swl+f, L•,4l,U1 U.4"11 olalt, 
L4l1 ..._ .... ._ .... , .,. ....,, ........ .. ...................... ............ ••1 ... .,,. 
::"...:=.:.:..~~ ................ _,.., 
rL-. ·•1 ..., -.aap, 711 
~ lfal1, '111 .. Bblm&J,• .. 
1111nh-1nt0 wW. IOf 1 ._ 

1torm, 1001 heallhf11b.._, llllt; 
ll!GllOnl, 110; clactkln,, 111. 

Kanlchl, ba7 of, L Ill, a 
- ctump In eamp, L '/'I. 
- Govonamon• pnlou, L 80. 
-mueam, i. 'IS. 
- old n.ideno7, i. f8. 
-pori,i.U. 
- wu• of water in, ii. Ill. 
Karam Ali SAiD ~ L 118. 
lC'ri" OT aqaedact, L 100. 
Xulnn(T, ii. 818. 
JCalal (Ponfan tilea), L 7"' 
ICum0r Tillage, iL 283; ll&t:DckiDg 

111114 fort• of, !81. 
Jc:uhmor Bud, li. !60. 
Dhlawlr, LU, Ha ..n· or, U1 

tarla aloag the oou• of, IO. 
•Jc:a""cl"lrllDldltll.1-". 

·Keane, Led, L U. I07, 1111 U. 
178, 230. 

Xeelau,DT~l.188. · 
lCoLtt, l. 80 J U. 188, 161, 1&9, 1171 

biU., lL lOf. 
Xermin, lL 118. 
JCe7&mm, lL 818. 
Diyn..Cu1, lL tl8. 
lDaudelb, i. 18. 
..._ Takha lllGlllldllln, II. IOL 
Kll&JrD4r, IL IOJ., 117, 
Dalal tree, il .... 
Dno, or mu. talling of, lL I& 
lChajara-ji IUJUal, • nut. &o, i. 

lN, 111. 
ltlrbJ, Captain. lL I'll. 
Xlnhu mamatailll, I. 111 191 II. 

111, IOO, IOI. 
Dwf.jeb 1Da11r flUd, IL 111.1111, -Elrwo (ladem ..-), iL -
~1Lft6. 
-1D11Utain, lL la 
Ecm•n1,tlae,l. lt. · 
lCorl Buk, L 11 a ..... U. 176. 
lCokl, L - 1 IL Illa town. l. Df 1 

falt,a81 pabUo -·~-· .... mmalil71 !ND I t..,., 
1611 .......,, 1111 Gii ..... 
-.~ ..... .. .... .... la-....... ... 

r ... ..-w c~•· u. ua. -
Jr:•Wperof Dea.I, IL 116. 
JCatb SW.. IL 171. 
~-~~....._,L .. 
~ ll1ioDd, L M, 40. .... 
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L. 

Labnri, old emporium of Bind, otc., 
i. 21. . 

Lakki Tillalf(', ii. 172; hills, 1'12, 
17i; n1ou11tain,., 17H. · 

Lakpat Dan«lar, ii. 2; ~. 
Lakra Tillage, ii. liia. 
Lalorc Dr., ii. 201. 
1.a1 Shahbaz, tumb of, ii. lRG. 
Lambert, Culcmel \V. R., i. 72. 
J.£agho, the, ii. 141. ' 
Lar, ii. 97. 
Urkf.na, ii. IOI, 203. 
Le Ke•arior, Culunel, ii. lOlr. 
L ... pa, llonRic11r do, i. 2. 
Lialo, Dr., ii. 3f5. 
" Little Jehannum," ii. 259. 
LiJm Fiamari river, i. 41, 45, 47, 

90. 
Loh&D' tribo, ii.~42, 2'9. 
Lord, Dr., "KemOl'r on ,the Plain of 

'118 Jad1111," i. !3 l 
.. LaR t.ribeii, .. ii. 198. 

)[. 

Ka'u6m minaret, ii. 118, 238. 
IUohwa (aea oftft), i. 32. 
Jlackemio, Jlr., i. 48 ; ii. 810. 
Jhoaaghten, i.dJ, ii. 191. 
Jladacl Khnn, ii. Bf. 
"Jladama" (wbite'W01Den), ii. 113. 
K6b£ llanobar, ii. 195; birds, 198; 

tlahormon, 197 ; elimate, lW. 
llah"-le11bwar, i."-
llal&i river, i. U. 
llahomet Ali, ii. &7. 
11abtatb, the " Moonbeam," ii. 204. 
llni llan&di, i. 44. 
JUjba\nd Tillnp, ii. 171. 
Jlakl1dum Abel el-Bdkl, ii. 119. 
Kalabnr Poiat, i. "6, If, 19. 
)faJii.iki Shnnll't i. 18. 
llalcolm, Sir John, ii. 10. 
Kalil' bridge, ii. 811. 
-- riYer, ii. 81'-
-- atati«m, ii. 81'. 
Jlahra, ii. 111. 
•a.,anlldr, " aaker," Ji. 140. 
Jlaaohar, Lako JIUM, ii. 19&, 802. 
KuWra, i. n, 11. 
- l'on, ii. IS, 86. 
- BC!lld, i. K. 

lfanijnh bank, i. 11. 
llnrtitlu\ llhm, barial-groucl of, 

ii. :un. 
l(al"flto11, Colnuel, i. 8'[. 
Masnwwah, ii. 210. 
111\i<knt, ii. 1:m. 
lln11ti l'unlc11i, ii. 211. 
)l1ith1bin, i. 4. 
'' licLc•ocl RmKI.," i. 41. 
lie Lt-ucl 1tntiu11, ii. :nG. 
llrichn-RajiW, tho Cloud King, ii. 

:ua. 
)[chnD Yillngc, ii. 201. 
)Ic•l1r1tn rh·er, ii. 269, 17"
Nckli cl'motcry, i. 148. 
-- hill,,, i. Hf1, 149. 
llrkmn, i. H, ss ; ii. 159. 
Me1n, or Pilgrim&' Fair, i. 103 J ii. 

240, 300. 
llero~etber, General Sif W. L., 

i. 'i6; ii. 225, Hl. 
lforrinum, Captain, ii. 815. 

. Mimosa Dyke, ii. 151, 157. 
llir IbriUdm Khu Talpar, ii. 98, 

11_6. 
-· - Tiait to, 117. 
llir Jatn Mohammed lDma Talpar, 

ii. 138. 
Mir :Uobamm.ed Jla'u6m, ii. Ill. 
lfir SbiUid&d, i: Id, lllO. 
Miari (1ugar-cand1), ii. 111. 
Yi7rln Abel el Nabi, li. M. 
Ki7aui, batt1• of, i. 61, Sa&, l80 

ii. S9, fl, 111, 118. 
Xocba, i. a.. 
liogrhi, ii. 187. 
Mohammed, ii. 14&. 
- Ali PUha, i. I. 
-- Bin Kuim, i. 188; Ii. DO. 
-- Bin K'8im· el 8'1d8, ii. 178 
- Khan B&rabii, ii. 161. 
:Mohammed Kokkai, tomb of, ii. 

138. 
Kohan (a.hiDg oute), i. 4lt 1 ii. 

197, 291. 
llokab&, or emuaipatim froaa tM 

8eah, i.17. 
Koplah oorp-, L 19. 
II Kore Luok," ii. SOI. 
llorria, C..ptaia, i. 11, 88. 
Koalem bigotrJ', i.171. 
-- ooaqneat, ii. l'lt. 
- aeok, ii. •· 
-lnftliml,t.186. 
- BJOl, ii. 817. 
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·--ram., ii. l70. JloaJema, ii. 178. 
- clreu of, ii. 800. 
- D1111lber or, in Shik'2p6r Dil• 

peuary, ii.141. 
"Kugar," or alligator, i. 100. 
K19'win (attunduata on prieat.), 

iJ..188. 
Jlal DwUik£ temple, i. 15. 
Jlal1' tribe, ii. MB. 
KallU (prielt1}1 ii. 187. 
KaltUi, ii. n.i, 149, 171. 
-- Boad, ii. 188. 
Karo, Colonel, ii. Ml. 
Jlaubi (IOOl8tl.r7), i. 10, 187; 

U.17, 108. 
K'lrid K.bU, i. 108. 
JlanhiU, ii. 188. 
K11111o7, Johll, i. 74. 
.. -~ ... peal·l, i. ""' 
Jl11a71imab, ii. lU. 

!f. 

·-· Ol' daoe, ii. IM. 1''61 8bab, ii. 48. 
KW llfr, ii. 161. 
1'6uk SbA, i. Z78. 
Napier Barncb, i. 69; U. 810. 
- B01pit&l, i. U. 
" Kapler Kole Baad, i. 8', 88, 41. 
Rapier, Bir Cbarle1, i. 18, Si, 86, 

11, &ft, &lo, 78, lM, 'IJYI, 219; ii. 
18, 43', M, 118; 811. 

- Bir William, ii. 43, 208. 
KW riTer, il. 104, 269, D. 
-~,i.n. 
.,...._ --'iucl Watem, ii. 106. 
1'arbadf..ri,ftl', i. lt. 
lf W Sappl70anal\ U. 188, 171. 
...... Dua, ii. 119. 
BuinWcl, u. 101. 
NGU1Hlt.lrMnM(bttle.U.11l room), 

u. lltt. 
lfeueh1111,...,,.,. of, I. 20. 
1'ewnbam, Kt. T. G., ii. 291, 815.. 
Ntm t.ne, If. 108. 
KiamUai -. u.1oa. 
Nidmi the poet, ii. 11 ... 
lfuho c1a Canba, t. 18. 
lforiblnuok, Laid, l. "' 79. 
~v1'n,U.ICll. 
Maril, Ii.•· 

o. 
Opium, ii. 111. 
Oriental art of lit.ting anc1 ri1iag, 

ii. 9, 11. 
- beard, ii. 29. 
- oonftl'lloti0n, ii. 11. 
-- dre11, ii. 17, 81. 
-- ejaculations, ii. 9. 
-- history, i. 280. 
-- h01pitaJit7, ii. 28. 
-- humming and whistling, ii.12. 
- low IOOiety, ii. !O. 
- mmmen, ii. 8. 
- nights, i. 88. 
- politeneU, ii. 9, 17, 11. 
- questions, U, 18, 17. 
- refreshment~ ii. US. 
- rudeneaa, ii. J,9 • 
- smoking, ii. H. 
- BDeezing, 'i. 11. 
-- 100iabilit.7, ii. JI. 
-- uae of word " woman," ii. 

11. 
-- viaiting, :receivbw viait:ON, 

eto., ii. 11. 
Ormi1t.on, ..... i.11. 
Ottoman, the, i. 8. 
Outram, Major, i. W. 
-- Sir Jamea, i. 61. 
Opt.er Boob, i. 28. 

P. 
Pabb or JU1' Bi111, i. n, 28, l ()j. 
PaJ,moh1 (cotton drawen), i. 8. 
Pallo (1able fllb), ii. 291,51. 
" P'ndia," occupation of the 

Dwarika temple by the, i. 17 • 
Panj,b, the, i. 88 ' ii. 188. 
" Pana," or a1obemin at.ou, ii. 21i. 
Patu, l.11. 
Pathua (half.out.ea), ii.1411. 
Patt, or Little Deaert, ii. 180. 
P11tHm4r, !OJ8P in the, i. I. 
Pel17, Bir Lewil, i.18. 
Penis.a guocmadlng, i. m. 
- girl, the, i. 119. 
-Gulf,L16. 
Peniana, ii. 99. 
Phia:JfaD.palm), iL ... 
Pha1' l Tillap, U. IOl. 
Pb • riftl', i. Ill. l80 I iL !8, &I. 
Pila, ....a, fs ..a 'Mt"8, ii. 

188. 



. :128 Incle:e • 

.. l'ir," aplribml pido, IL 183. 
Pir-mkbab, Abel ••·Wtar, ii. m. 
Jtir Ka.np, •• rout. to. l. 89. 
- alligator ride, L 100. 
--.Uat,L83. 
- - tub at. i. rt, 103. 
- alllpton, L 98. 
- Bill•, i. 91. 
- lC£m (aquclM), L 108. 
- Lol'cl Beiftfor:d'a feat, L 99. 
- .. )UJUL ltatka," i. 8L 
- )(arid Ebia, eata&e of, 102. 
- Nlabhl, or dwelliDg-pJaco ol 

Ul Shi.bbU, L 10!. 
-- Shrine ol, L 101. 
- SW duoe, .L 108. 
-....m.,1.108. 
-'tra ........ Bmaplow, L 9'. 
- Watertaa trlak, tbe. L 101. 
., P& l&.a&J'r," L 29. 
PlrNaa.pD.fl.m. 
Ph jo Got'h. U. 116. 
p(n iDd ~ii. IH. 
Plcnnim, i&. OoDlal, IL 110. 
Pobmo D1ieaU. L Z79. 
Pam.fret, 1. IO. -
1'oaMla. L4..· 
~Baa,LI. 
"Pan" ep.,_.a lbbak), L 818. 
~ Alibd--. L 11. 
Pdae, Kr. 0. :e., L BO. 8'1. 
PIGllp upthoUe, L 11. 
Pma.M, UMp. IL 806. 

Rohrl, origla of ......,, U. 118. 
- aitaatloa, fl. 11& 
- atc!am terq, u. m. 
- tmdltfou. u. 119. 
-wau..u.m. 
Bauia,fl.48,11. 

a. 
8'barmatl ....... i. 16. 
S4clb Bo1', U. 111. 
Salo, Sir 1lobelt. L 1'6. 
S4rdb (laa4 of boue), fl. 108.107. 
SarfarU, u. le. 
Sa.kbu:', Ii. 111, 187, 171. &, •i, 

81& 
-waadlng ...... .. ...... 

act Kotri, u. 188. 
- Camp, Ii. 181. 
- Caul, ii. m. 
- deputme from, fl. 181. 
- Koa1Ull91l& et, u. m. 
- new, u. 118, m, ta6. 
-old, IL 118, llJ, 8'. 
- Bapim, U.171. 
- Beula, u. 111.11'1, ... 
Sak1mrrib Cuial, iL ... 
IW••en, Dr. 8. :e., IL Ml, 117. 
Bunarblld, u. 111. 
S.ndemen, .... iL 161. 
Sana Tl1lap, if. l'IL 
Sudan, oliWI, IL "'1. 
SU.. prleata. L 1'19. 
SarriD (eamel-mu), fl. 88. 
., 8ulaoa. Torra." L 4. 
a..61, Tale of, L 117. 
Satiua jo 'l'WD, _. of U. Sati, 
u.a 

., .. tale .. Ii. Ill. 
Saftwl, ntbau. iL 108, lU. 
Sanf4 A.114 el.Latlf, iL 1& 
...... iL 17', ... 
- ".A.Jennc1er'a OlilDp. • u. JU. 
-..-U ldatal7, IL 1IO. 
_......,11.lBL 
_ .... ....., •• ltl. 
_.,.._..,ILlll. 
-pan.., to, IL 178. 
_,........., ... 111. 
- popalMbt, iL 18'. . 
--.u.111. 
-l'Wp, iL IOL ..... , ...... ~.,...,-

boucl U., L 8. · 
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BepoJ8. I ... 
Dab BQi&ro. U. HS. 
- BokhW, Ii. r;o. 
- BuaJD, iL 217, 178. 
- XltaJI' ol-Din, tolDb of, H. :!31. 
- Jlokk£i, lbrlne of. L U6. 
- Tap6r, Ii. al. 
Bhabrpnl Shah, tomb of, Ii. 171. 
8Wlimr (npr) IL 188. 
8Jul.7kh Bakr6, tomb of, U. 128. 
81i&7kh Rildhan, L 17'1 two •wu. 1711 llanna ID the m1. 

c1erneU. 177 I JAmp of Lffe. 
179; camel muster, 1811 tft'
lall, 185 ; houe-fall I 1881 
1lilda, 1881 IOlincJe.181. 
Illa~ (cle•ill, ii, Ul. 
...,.., the, ii. 111. 
~~·~ • euriap, IL 187. llJliUrBib•, haatlng prw•-. IL 

IU. 
Ii. 13'1, Ml. 

- ,U.167. 
--p.11.ICL 
__,;,.,-ftll ltanplcnr, IL -
- .......... II.Mt. 
-ollmUe,il.141. 
_......,iLza. _...,....,,u.-. 
-ldin,IL-11'1 •• 
- tom-.Y to, IL 189. 
- llllnri, ILIA. 
- llllllft towD, U. H7. 
- .. Kennret1aer Pa'l'llloa," B. 

Ml. 
- papaJatfa, u .... 
- poidtiaa, u. 2"' _.,....u.. .... 
-IOMol .. U.MI. 
~ _ ..... tioa. u. Ml. 
~m..a.e.•L 
~-.u.-. 
• lllWI," _. ......... whll, L 

IG9. 
•119aoftlae ....... "LJ8& 
......_ ...U. DWa. L tn, ... 
... ...... U. lU. 
MU, ..&blllan ....tmlral. LU. 
"8'11,"•._._lllllOtLtlL 
---1.108. ........ 11.-.-. 
lladumJ,Llf,m. 
_.....,..Clf,L'9. _...,, ...... 

Bind DanJU, tndor-auto, i. 281. 
- .._.,._of, I. 20. 
- Delaoh, ii. 181. 
- bellelb cloriYOCl flom Ear· 

lflh nale, ii, 317. 
- blrda, i. 188. 
- B.Uman. i. 178, ISO. 
- oamoJs. L 139. 
- CUlf!l SUftJ, H. IH. 
- oaa&Is. U. 100, 101. 
- olimakt, u. ..... 
- COIUl1181• of, H. 4.1. 
- orops, u. 85. 
- destin7 of, iL 318. 
- dzaiule, L 118. 
- clan lkmu. i. n. 
- earl7 ldftorJ' of, L 198. 
- Ira lflh• ot, L II. -aen.u.!S!J. 
- 0....ttocr £ Pl'oTiaoo of, ( 

71. 
- hlslmJ' ucl popapla7 of, L 

131. . 
- BWaism, I. 189. _.....,u.m. 
-bmdaa of, b7 ...... L 

111. -=U.81. - or ............ 
u.a. 

"8ia4 ......... U.137. 
-mi-,U.la. 
-minales.L117. 
- ...._ 11111'*7, L 111. 
-•"'88.U.108. 
......... l'ujA, ... DIAi Bailft1' 

aa..-,," IL a. ... ..,.~ ............ , 
8t• I 1,"'Lll7. 
·-~L-. 
-~U.1'1. 
-nllwaA u. a. 
-~L-. 
-..W..1.116. 
--.LUG. _.., .... -u.J.s' ps.. ... 1 \ u. 
_....,.,,La _...., ...... 
-lllpe.,L ... 
-ftl'•Ol,I. ..... 
........... 11.ltL 

~\;.ftuo. 
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8iacli hffua, ii. 78 . 
. - "Bbangr drink, i. IOI. 
- -.mol tncker, i. 188. 
-:- chancter, i. 197; ii. J88. 
-- child ... ii. 137. 
- 000..,.,, ii. 18&. 
- coari•, ii. 291. 
- cbe1a, i. IOI. 
- drink, i. SM. 
-- drinking IODg, i. 81L 
- tlahermaa, ii ... 
-- food, i. 803. 
-- Baahiah, i. 8'11. 
- " KmamW," upi11Dl1 i. 818. 
-- morality, i. 240. 
--maaic, ii. 143. 
--OCCll)ationa, i, J97, 
-- odea1 ii. 1'6. 
-- peuaat, ii. 108. 
- "PCl9t," 813. 
-8mokiJlr, i. 808. 
- IOCiet7, ii. 8. 
- sport, ii. 71. 
- aaa171 i. 199. 

- womu, i. 817; dreu, 818; 
appeuuce, 811 ; omamenta, 
m 1 edacation, 829; ~ 
1111 marriage, 338; mUTiecl 
Hfe. 889; maternity, MB. 

•iro. Nortliem 8iacl, ii. 11>1. 
liatUa,li.1&8. 
llla,U.191,IOI. 

T. 

T'1>6t., or bien, ii. 288. 
Takiyah of JlewaldU, ii. Ill. 
Talpar A.m{n, i. 1181 ii. 117. 
- Beloob. ii. 8'. 
-- Princea, ii. 14&. 
'l'alpan, L 171, 178; H. 111.· 
2'n&Wr, mtllioal luWameDt, ii. 

186. 
Tapti or 8111'11t Blftr, I. 10. 14 
'1'ait.u8. ii. 88. 
Tate, Mr • .John, ii. llf. 
T&Jlll~ Shah, iL 161. 
TeberiD, ii. 10. 
TlaaUa'9 L HI, 188, 188; iL 186. 
-- Cua.I, ii. 818. 
-- lacquer-work, i. 181; ii. 280. 
- Jon &Del won, i. 171. 
Thomacm, )(ajar G., ii. 280. 

. Tborbarn, Jlr. w .• i ... 

. Th61, ..... ii. 88. 
Tod, OoloDel, i. 18. 
Tohfat el Kirim, the. ii. 98. 
Tohfeh (prelellt). ii. 139. 
Tom Ooryat, tomb or, L 6. 
Tramaheent, Colollel, I. 87. 
"'l'wmlz'a l'oll7," ii. 188. 
Triaity C1uu:oh, Kari.ohi, i. 71. 
Tnmlow, LintemDt. ii.117. 

Smith, Jlajor, ii. 106. 
Saab Stream, ii. lM. ! U. 
BoWgu, or tbe "Womaa ~ ... ; 

dome, ii. l'IL ! "Up.a," or Kuna. i. 1'7. 
SomnMh, ralm of, i. &. I Umar-i-D•UAb, Xhalifell, L ff. 
lomDi7Uai1 Bey Of, i. D. U:ma.rtot, ii. 87, Z70, 176. 
a. Delmia of l'naco, i. f.08. UD&rp6r, ii. 10, 171. 
·~ Oolmel w. K •• ii. 281. I .. UllbapPJ' Vallq," oUmate oft.lie, 
......., lepml or, ii. 88. ii. 817. 
BwldenD'a- Colama, iL 88, 8&. 
-.L 10. 
-Cual,i. 1. 
-a.J~LI. 
8611, tribe of clmUm. L 117. 
- ode of, L 118. 
Sac1aa"lillap.Llll. 
....... (riofm), ii. HO. 
.......... Galt of, LU. 
Sant, L I, 81. 
- Jloelema, I. 11. 
S.ctlu (clreu), iL 108. 
"BWll&ola ol B.po1iat1," L n. . 

v. 
Tau, tomb of, L I. 
Vedu, tlae, iL 806. 
VWYaDju ~ L 11. 
Vialma, i. 2'9. · 
Voltaire, L a. 

w. 
I I W'66MaU,U.Ul. 
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W'-han. clepredatiou of the, i. 
19. 

WabWbla tl'l"be, ii. 63. w= trader, i. 177. 
W • ltbUl Tai.par, ii. 1-IO. 
Walker, Kr. J., i. 87. 
W.U.Ji-wriUag cm. the wall, i. 

19'. 
Waterklll-triclr, i. 101. 
Wioholb, or Central Siacl, i. 117 ; 

ii.88.IOl. 
Wilkim, Captain St. Clair, i. 73. 
Wilkiu, Jlr., ii. 189. 
Wilkiu, Kr. A., L 188. 
Wi'-• Andrew, i. 17. 
Wu.cm, B. B., U. 806.. 
Wiaohelter, Dr., ii. m. 
WODll, OapWa J,, ii. 188, l80. 

wooa. Lieutcauat. i. 1"7. 
Wright, .11.r., ii. •U. 

Y. 

Ya.'alr::6b Ali Sba.h, ii. 168. 
" Ya.mm SU.f," or Sea of W..U, 

i. 8. 
Yemen, i. 8. 
Young, Oa.pta.ill B. G., H. IU. 
Y6aaf lth&D, i. 1110. 

z. 
Za.Jdi heretiaa, i .•. 
z.1114nu 1-t1aa, ii. m. 

TllB BND 
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