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PREFACE

This is the Twenty-second book, in serial order, compiled
under the Sindhi Adabi Board’s Folklore and Literature Project.
In 1956, the Board had approved this s-year research project
(1957-1061) for the collection, compilation and publication of
Sindhi folklore and literature. It has now been extended for a
further period >f three years, 1961-1063.

The scheme has been deliberately named as ‘Folklore and
Litcrature Project’. At the present stage, a considerable body of
verse and tales is current through oral tradition among the village
folk with which the educated and the intellectuals arc not familiar.
All this material in verse and prose is ‘folklore’ in the sense that it
is popular and prescrved with the village folk; yet, a considerable
part of it is ‘standard literature’, and will be recognised as such
after it is published.

The initial work on this project was started in January 1957,
and the first two years were devoted mainly to the collection of
material both from the oral traditions of the village folk and the
written record. The oral tradition was reduced to writing through
a network of field-workers, one stationed in each taluka. Theé
compilation and publication work commenced from 1959.

The project aims at publishing representative works pertaining
to the following selected segments of Sindhi folklore and litcra-
ture: (a) Fables and Fairy tales; (b) Pscudo-historical romances;
(¢) Tales of historical nature; (d) Folk-poctry,; (¢) Folk-songs;
(f) Marriage-songs; (g) Poems pertaining to wars and other,
cvents; (h) Riddles; (i) Proverbs; (j) Wit and humour, and
(k) Folk customs and superstitions. It is expected that forty basic
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works will be compiled under the above categories. By now,
12 works have been published, 11 are under print and the rest are
under compilation.

Of the seven books planned under the Project to incorporate
different varietics of folk-tales, legends and other stories, this is the
second book pertaining to what may be called ‘the tales of kings,
ministers and merchants’. The village folk call all kinds of tales
and legends Kahanyoon (tales) or Galhiyoon (storics), more often
qualifying them as Badshahan jun Kahaniyoon or  Galliyoon, the
tales or stories of kings, because most cf the tales open with the
mention of a king. This may be considered as the general name
for Sindhi folk-tales, though individual tales are called by the
name of the king or any other person who figurcs preminently
in the tale.

)

A broad " division of Sindhi folk-tales into ‘classical’ and
‘popular’ may be made for convenience sake.  Some of the
significant featurcs of the ‘classical type’, e.g., the nature of the plot,
fulfilment of ‘conditions’ sct for the hero and the typical super-
natural characters, were bricfly described in the ‘Preface’ to the
First Volume published in December, 1960.

“*  This volunic includes thirty seven tales mostly of the ‘classical
type’. The super-natural characters, such as demons, fairics, genii,
witches and sorcerers play their part, as also the human characters
such as kings, princes, ministers'and merchants,

From the point of central idea, these tales may be classified
as follows: ’

@ Adventures and Individual Valour Nos. 1,2,12,14,27,30 & 31.
® Romance Nos. 23 & 24.
® A real fairy tale No. 6.



Fortune and Misfortune Nos. 9 & 29. )
Husband’s Wisdom Nos. 10, 17, 19, 20, 22, 28 & 33.
Wife's Wisdomw Nos. 8, 18,25 & 32.

Haste makes waste Nos. 3 & 4.

Punishment for not keeping promise No. s.

Folly Nos. 35 & 36.

True Friendship Nos. 15, 16 & 31.

Alms giving No, 13,

Admonition Nos. 7, 11, 26 & 34.

Thirty nine (30} Sindhi folk-tales have been brought to light
through the publication of the first volume of this series. With
the publication of this second volume, a total number of seventy
six (76) tales would have been laid under contribution.

University of Sind, N. A. Barocy,
Hyderabad. Director.
February 19, 1963.
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