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cript form in the shelves of the publishing house
of his son Ali Nawaz Wafai, and no institutional
effort has been made to augment the wealth of
knowledge for the benefit of posterity.

His son Ali Nawaz Wafai has, within his limited
resources, endeavoured to keep the light of know-
ledge set by his great father, kindled, and was
able to bring first :ditions of some of Maulana’s
works. But the scope of knowledge enshirned in
the sheaths of manuscripts calls for concerted
efforts by the Government to unravel the hidden
wealth oi knowledge for the jet-age Sindhis.

As said, his son has followed his father’s tread
and, in 1948, founded Wafai Publishing House in
memory of his father. He is also editing the
Weekly Azad in Sindhi which is more a views-
paper than a newspaper.

(Daily Leader April 1975)
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thoughts that were sweeping the Sub-Continent.

Maulana Din Mohammad Wafai died on 10th
of April, 1950. With his passiag away Sind lost
one of its great servants. His whole life had
been devoted to the cause of the Sindhi Muslims
trying to better the social, moral and material
condition of the people. His love for his people
is ensconsed in the pages of history which along
is the judge of his greatness.

Maulana Din Mohammed Wafai wrote over
50 books, mostly on history and religion. Signi-
ficant amongst his works are:

1. Ilham Bari in five volumes. This is the
Sindhi trauslation of Sahi Bukhari and is said to
be the only of its kind in Sindhi language.

2. Lutf-e-Latif. This again is an original work
on the life of great. Sufi.poet of Sind Shah Abdul
Latif Bhitai, It has.details which are no where
to be found in any other work.

3. Tazkara Mashahir-i-Sindh in four volumes.

4. Shah Jo Risalo.
5. Zindagi Jo Magsad.

It is a tragedy that such rare and rich know-
ledge about the Indus valley lies buried in manus-
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sed that the revival of Sind’s history, was mainly
due to the tireless efforts of Maulana Wafai
eminent contemporary literatures have paid glo-
wing tributes to Maulana’s stature as a great
historian and culogised his services as such. Pir
Hisamuddin Rashdi has referred to Maulana Wafai
as the Imam of Sindhi historians. Sind’s most
revered educationist, the late Shamsul Ulema Dr.
Daudpota used to call the Maulana as a living
dictionary while to Pir Ali Mohammad Rashdi,
he was a mobile encyclopaedia.

‘Tauheed’

In 1943 Maulana Wafai resigned from ‘Al
Waheed’ but continued to write for the “Tauheed”
a monthly journal dedicated to the task of pro-
pogating the true spirit of Islam among the tra-
dition ridden Sindhi Muslims. Through his columns
in ‘Tauheed’, Maulana bodly attacked the depra-
vity and immorality of his times which were taking
roots among the Muslim society. He also criti-
cised the superstitious and false customs that had
peneterated into the Muslim society through
Hinduism. He tirelessly attempted to awaken the
Sindhi Muslims to make them conscious of the
fresh currents of social, religious and political
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and long life of the reigning King George V. It
was this unfortunate state of affairs in which
Maulvi Sahib set himself to work. He felt that
a nation without history is a nation without res-
pect, and that as long as the Sindhi people.
remained ignorant of their own glorious past they
can never face the future with confidence.

He was convinced that in the history of Sind
there was enough to lift the chin of any Sindhi.
It was also enough to inspire the people to yet
higher ladders of progress. So he took up the
delicate and the intricate work of acquainting his
people with the heritage of Sind in new perspective.

Imam of Historians

The efforts of the Maulvi Sahib ultimately met
with success and many a renowned Sindhi histo-
rians took inspiration from Maulana’s works.

Soon renowned Sindhi scholars like Pir Hisa-
muddin Rashdi and Pir Ali Mohammad Rashdi
inspired by Maulana Wafai’s writtings, took upon
themselves to write many books on the bistory of
Sind and, to a considerable extent, repaired the
damage that the years of neglect and hypocricy
had caused. It need not, therefore, be emphasi-
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job and joined the movement for the cause which
was dear to his people. This was the start of a
long career of a man destined to spend his life
in the service of the people of Sind. The career
that made the name Wafai; one of the most res-
pected and loved in the entire province.

In 1918 Maulvi Sahib established a Sindhi
language journal by the name “Al-kashif” (The
Explorer). In 1920 a daily newspaper in Sindhi
called ““Al Waheed” was established under the
editorship of Kazi Abdul Rehman. Maulvi Wafai
was asked to join as the member of the editorial
board. With this began the long and distinguished
career as a journalist. His articles are pieces of
good Sindhi literature. Being simple and staight-
forward, his writing was easily understood by one
and all. His articles contained facts and he wrote
a prose full of eloquenc: and the rhetorich used

was rare.

Another field in which he achieved distinction
was history. In those days nobody really cared
for the research on Sindh’s contributicns. Most
of the contemporary histories began with acce-
ssion to the throne by Queen Victoria and ended
with the poise note praying for the good health
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That man is no more with us today. With
his deeds and works, he has, however, interwoven
himself into the pages of Sind’s history. And
though there is no monument to cherish his
memory, he, in the words of Thomas Carlyle,
with which this article begins, has carved out his
biography in the annals of Sinds history. He
certainly did not live in vain. That great man
was Moulana Din Mohammad Wafai.

Early Life.

He was born in the village of Nabiabad
(Taluka Garhi Yasin, Sukkur District) on the 27th
of Ramzan, 1311, AH. By the time he was 12,
Maulvi Sahib had thoroughly acquired a good
knowledge of Persian. In the following years he
took the Course in Arabic from various madrassahs
in the villages around his home village.

By the time he was 18, he had completed his
education and was fully equipped to embark on
his mission, Soon after he joined a school as a
teacher. In 1919, the Khilafat movement began
to gain momentum. Maulvi Sahib social felt that
his loyalty to the cause of Muslims demanded
participation in the movement and that he could
not any more remain aloof, so he left his peaceful
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the ‘bania’ influence in the services. Trade com-
merce and industry were practically restricted
areas for them.

Such were the harrowing conditions for the
Muslims prevailing in the province at the turn of
the century and at this juncture, a young man
infused with the feeling of the spirit of the great
Islamic heritage, endowed with a vision that seemed
to foresee the coming events, and inspired by the
clarion calls of Jamalhddin Afghani and the Great
Ali Brothers, came out from the recluse of his abode
in a far-off unknown village, with the burning desire
to serve the Mussalmans of his province. And in this
he was to wage a war. The pen was to be his wea-
pon. He gave a new trend to thinking among the

Sindhi Muslims. His simple but bold, forthright
but appealing writings revolutionised the intellectual
sphere. .~ His message soon started bearing results.
The Sindhi Muslim youth had caught 'the signal
of the message. Later years were to see an up-
heaval in all the areas of activities of the Musli-
ms. The message gave them the realisation of the
potentials they had and the great force they could
forge themselves into.



The Great Sindhi
Scholar Who Did Not
Live In Vain

By A. H Haquani

“No great man lives in vain. The history of
the world is but the biography of great men”

The history of Sind is interspersed with many
a page of glorious periods. And these periods
have, in fact, come to be synonymous with per-
sonalities whose works and deeds gave monumen-
tal image to them to live with; and be cherished
through, the passage of time: The “beginning of
the persent century saw" the 'Muslims of Sind in
the grip of gruelling moments. The feudal over-
lords, under the patronage of colonial ‘sahebs’,
had virtually paralysed the masses under their
tyrannical rule. Illiteracy amongst the Muslims
was rampant. The few who could manage throu-
gh school and college education hardly matched
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on April 10, 1950. In him Sind lost a great
veteran whose services will always be remembered
His whole life was devoted to the cause of the
people trying to uplift their social, educational
and moral conditions. Maulana left 50 books
which he wrote mostly on the history and religion.

(Daily News, April 29, 1975)
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writing in the Sindhi literature as Maulana has
his own style of writing with clear expresion and
masterly narration which people used to read.
Another field in which Maulana achieved land-
mark was the research in history of Sind. The
Maulana painstakingly recounted the glorious past
of the province and enlightened people through
his wnting. Maulana inspired the people with
the heritage of Sind in its true perspective.

The efforts of Maulana Wafai did not go in
vain and soon he emerged as a distinguished
writer; research scholar of Sindh’s art history and
literature. It needs no mention that the revival
of history of Sind was mainly due to the tireless
efforts of Maulana Din Mohammad Wafai. Eminent
contemporary of Maulana have paid him gloricus
tributes for the service he rendered. Titles such as
“Imam of Sind’s History”. “living dictionary and
encyclopaedia of Sind” werejgiven to. Maulana by
many scholars and“historians.

In 1943 Maulana Wafai resigned from Al-
Waheed but continued to carry out Tauheed in
which Maulana Sahib bitterly criticised the dep-
raved and unscientific traditions and customs of
the Muslims of Sind and reformed their religious,
social and political thinking. Maulana Wafai died
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ture and journalism of Sind is unparallel and he
was the first Sindhi scholar who initiated research
in the history of Sind and made his mark in this
field.

He was born in the village of Nabiabad

(Taluka Garhi Yasin of Sukkur District) on 27th
Ramzan-ul-Mubarak. 1311 AH. At the very young
age af 12 Maulana had thoroughly acquired the
knowledge of Persian and later he studied Arabic
at various madrassahs in his village and after
completion of education he soon started his tea-

ching career.

In 1919 when Khilafat Movement began Mau-
lana left the job and joined the movement for the
cause which was always dear to him, and his
people. This was a beginning of a path of a man
destined to spend his life in the service of the
people (of Sind. That made Maulana, Wafai the
most respected and loveable personality of the
entire province. In 1920 Sindhi journal Al-Waheed
was brought out under the editorship of Kazi
Abdul Rehman and Maulana was asked to join
the editorial board of the newspaper. With this
began the long carrier of Maulana as a journalist.
His wrrings were declared pieces of marvellous



Sind’s Great Writer

(Maulana Din Mohammad Wafai)

By: Jaffer Bilgrami

Sind with its glorious past has produced great
personalities whose work and deeds would be
cherished for a long time to come.

The advent of the current century saw the
Muslims of the subcontinent in one of the most
grueling moments of their history engaged in
waging war against illiteracy on the one hand and
overthrowing the yoke of the British tyrannical
rule on ‘the otheér.. The Muslims living in Sind
were no exception to.those harrowing conditions
and their struggles launched in various fields are
of great importance. Among many personalities
who made their debut in various fields at that
crucial juncture of the history one was Maulana
Din Mohammad Wafai whose name is synony-
mous with the struggle of Sind in the freedom
movement Maulana’s contribution in the litera-
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kinds of birds, the camel races and their names,
the means of earning one’s life etc. For the
Sindhi reader who is familiar with all the aspects
of rural life, the book will be very intersting be-
cause it enables him to see many of his own ex-
periences reflected in Shah Latif’s poetry, and I
am sure that he will look upon his own daily life
with quite another view after having understood
in what a wonderful manner the great Sindhi poet
has transformed thing he sees every day into sym-
bols of highest meanings. And the foreigner who
reads for the first time the ‘Risalo’ will find most
useful informations in Din Muhammad Wafai’s
book, informations which enable him to sdmire
the subtle blending of mystical ideas, and of simple
folklore even more.

We do hope that the book will find the inte-
rest which it deserves, and we are sure that it will
help to a better understanding of the masterpiece
of Sindhil literature.

BONN (West Germany)
7th August, 1961.

Professor, Dr., Annemarie Schimmel



FOREWORD

Every reader of the Shah-jo-Risalo is confron-
ted with the problem in how far Shah Latif has
alluded to contemporary customs, and to objects
and situations peculiar to Sindh and to the social
life in his time. In the history of literature and
mysticism, scholars have often forgotten that mys-
tics and poets do not live in a vacvum but that
they are bound to their environment and have to
use symbols and rumuz which can be understood
by their countrymen and contemporaries, though
these words bear, for the mystic, a deeper spiri-
tual significance. Sorley has, in his book on
Shah Abdul Latif, given a large picture of the
social and political conditions of Sindh in the 17th
and 18th centuries, so that the Europeun reader
may get a right impression of Shah Latif’s envi-
ronments and the ‘background of his outward life.

In the present booklet, Shah jo Mutalao, the
well known author Din Muhammad Wafai (died
1950), has tried to show the peculiarities of Shah’s
poetical language and to trace irom his poetry a
picture of the daily life in Sindh in the Kalhora
period. We learn, through his book, the different
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