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1-Balochistan, a sore point 

Accord ing to  Ba loch inte l lectua ls  al)d academics,  
Ba loch ista·n or Baloch Ia n� is d iv ided in t h re e  countr ies  
Pak ista n, I ra n  ·and Afghan i sta _n a nd i s  sp read o n  355, 200 
K i lometers .  The Ba loch is!a n u n d e r  the .Pa kista n i  state is 
spread on 347,000 k i lometers,· border ing a l l  other  t h re e  
p rovinces of t h e  country a nd s ha ring internat iona l  bord e rs 
with Afg h a nista n a n d  I ra n  . .  

The d iscovery of the ruins at  Mehergarh in  1974 by a n  
a rchaeo logica l team, head�d · by French a rchaeologists 
Jean-F ra ncois  Ja rr ige and Cather ine Ja rrige, had traced 
down the Ba lochistan way back to 9000 B .C .  

I n  5 3 1  A . D .  I ra n ian k ing  Nausherwa n conquered  so me a reas  
of Ba loch ista n .  Res ist ing the  Nausherwa n a rmy, Ba loch left 
the  f\1 -Barz m o u nta in  ra nge a nd spread in two d i rect ions of 
Ma kra n ( now i n  Pa kista n)  and Sistan ( now i n  I ra n ) .  
Nausherwa n's son Kh usro t h e  Fi rst, l ived fo r a yea r  i n  
Ma kra n a n d  deve lo ped t h e  agricu l ture in  t h e  a re a .  

The· s e c o n d  M u s l i m  c a l i p h  Omar  s e n t  a team t o  col lect 
informat ion  a bout M a k ra n .  The team re ported back to 
ca l i ph  that ' the terr i tory i s  not of a ny wo rth a nd its p la ins  
a re m o re d i fficu l t  than  the mounta ins . '  I n  the  las t  yea rs of 
Omar's  rule,  Abd u l l a h  bin Abd u l l a h  a ttacke d Makran a n d  
defeated loca l ru le r  a fte r  a substant ia l  resista nce.  Dur ing  
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the e ra of fo u rth  ca l i p h  Al i ,  M us l im a rmy conq u e red  K�.l a t  
whe re . . ove r twenty . thousa nd Ba lo�h so ld ie rs, w h o  
d�fended the'ir mother land  were defeated b y  Arabs .  

Long t ime a fter I s lamic  ·co nq uest,. the  Ba loch cont i .n ued to 
fo l low t he i r  trad i t iona l  be l iefs a nd  the h istor i ans  h ave . . . 

never  ment ioned them a s  M us l ims  t i l l  the tenth  
ce n t�ry A.  D .  

D u ring  a l l'these p�riods M a k ra n  was a busy port a rea .a s  a 
trade j u nct i

.
qn for Tigris, . E�p h ra tes,  Aden and t

.
h e  E astern 

coa st  of  Afr ica. M<ihmood of G h a z n i, the destroye r of 
Somria th,  also took over· G h a n dava of  Ba loch te rr i tory. 

. . . 

. . • . 
. . . . . 

I n  1 2 23, C�ugt,a i  191.an, . . the · son ·of notoi- ipus · c(;>nq ueror  
Cha ngez Kha.n occup ied th 'e complete aa loch reg ion .  

In  t he  fi fteenth  cen tlfry AD,  peop le
. of. Ba loch la nd,  

espec ia l l y  of  Makran a r�a � embraced the . new fa i th ,  known 
as M a hadvi ,  p reached by Syed · M o ha m med Joanpuri .  Born 
i n  1443 in Joa n pur, a•  tow'n o( f'J�rth · l nd i� , : Syed 
M oha m med c l a imed himself to be'the Ma.hdi . (the ·p ro m ised 
one, a cco rd i ng to ·  a section of Mus lims ) .  'Hi's far;ii ly·:had  
fo l l owed t he  Sufi t rad i t ions .  At th�· age · of 5_2 , ·  wh

.
l le 

perform ing  the  Hajj in  Mecca, .he a nnounced that  he was 
the P ro m ised-One.  After 

.
com ing back to I nd ia ,  he  stayed in 

G uj a ra t  but o n  the r�sentment  by the. Mus lim c l e r ics,  he 
left the area and pass ing th rough Ja lwar,. N agor  a nd 
J a i s a l m er, reached Thatta, the then  cap ita l of S i n d h .  
A l t h o ugh t h e  r u l e r  of  the  d a y  J a m  N i z a m  u d  D in  beca me h i s  
o p ponent, a few re l ig ious scho la rs i nc l ud i ng Qazi  Qada n,  
the  Ch ief  Ju dge of S i ndh, beca m e  his  fo l lowers . · Afte r  
stay ing fOf' a yea r  i n  Thatta ,  he  m oved to Ka ndaha r, 
Afgha n ista n a nd la ter  to Fa ra h, where he d ied i n  1504. H e  
and  late r h i s  fo l l owers,  fo rmed the  C irc les a t  d iffe re n t  
p la ces,  w he re fo l l owers of  t h� fa i th  l ived jo i nt ly  b y  s h a ri ng 
the  a ssets .  The fo l lowe rs of th i s  fa i th  do  n .... t offe r Namaz, 
the c o m pu lsory p raye r fo r Mus l ims; instead of t h a t  t hey 
perfo rm zikr, he nce i n  Ba loch istan ,  the  fo l lowe rs o f  t h is 



Balochistan, a sore point  : g · 

fa i th  a re ca l l ed  Zikri. Although the Ma hadv i  refe rences do 
not" record t h a t  Syed M oha m med had vis i ted the M a kran 
a rea,. nevert he less· the  lbca l 'Z ikr i  t rad i t ions  po int  ou t  �hat  
d u ri n g. h i s  travel fpr HajL 0he pa ssed thro ugh M a kra n  a n d  
d ied i n  Kectf a rea  o f  M a k ran i n  1650 A .O .  

A t  the  't ime wh�n peop le  of Makra n e m b rac;:ed t h is new 
fa i th ,  the  ru lers of the . Ka l a t  sta te, who a d m i n istered the  
M a kran region,'were to lera n t  or  ind iffe rent ,  b u t  l a ter  when 
t he· r� i ig ious fanatic Nasee r Khan  too.k over  t h e  Ka la t  sta te, 
t h e  Z i k ris  had to face .a t rocities a n d  isola t ion .  . . . . . 

· L i ke  o ttrer a n c�ent l ands, the H istory of Ba loch istqn cal) be  
�.rated .t h r.ough the  cla ss ica l  poetry .  As  the Ba loch 
h isto r lca lty had been· no mads; "so the so rrows of se p�rat ion  
a n£! g lo•ifying the cou rage in the  batt le-fie ' lds  a re the  ma in  . . . . 

. 

fea tures i n-the B a lcx:hi  da"Ssica l poetry. · 
One . such  exa mple cou l d  be c i ted of M ir Sha hdad  of  the  
s ixt�e nth �ent a u ry, who· co mposed poetry o n  the  war  

. between M i r C lia ka r  R i.nd a n d  t_he army of  S h e r  S h a h  S u r i .  

f\1i r -Shahda.d Kha n
. 

a long  "".i th  h i s  c h iefta in  Cha ka r R ind  
m ig ra teci°fro.rn S i b i  to Multa n d uring the fi rst decade of the  
s ixteen.th cent a u ry, w h e re iyiug h a l  emperor  H u mayun  
a w a rded the Satga rh a -rea of Sa h iwa l  P u nj a b  to M i r  Cha k�r . 
After the" defeat of  H u mayun by· S her S h a h  Su ri a t  Ka n a uj 

• h • . . • . . 

or: 1 71 M.ay 15401 t h e  aiNa rd.ed l and  was sna tctied. back  
f rom Mi r  Cha ka r, who teturned .back  to B a loch ista n a n d  
sett led i n  the Kohista-n M a rr i .  

M i r  Chaka r  a l ong wi th  h is  fo rty· thousand Ba  loch so ld ier  
jo ined H umayun ,  who w i th the support by l ra � i a n  E m peror  
a ttacked the a rmy of S h e r  S h a h ·Su r i .  I n  t he bat t le  between 
two a rmies  held at  Sorh ond o n·2 2nct J u ne l555 ,  M i r  Shadad  
took  pa rt a long  with  h i s  e ighteen sons  a n d  a fter  the victory 
of H umayun, he w rote an ep ic  po�m cm Hie batt_l e .  He 
starts this poe m ,  with the prepa rat ions. of  the Ba loch  
so ld ie rs and  says, 'Th i s  t i m e, the i.onghos, who master  the 
craft of operat ing  do u b le-ha nd led swo rd . . .  and t he ma rry-
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making Nahorhs ... who had paste the i r  swords with the  
poisonous herbs ... had came out, wear ing the  velvet from 
Herot and mantie of Balgom to scar i fy the i r  l ives . . .  and  
Dodais had also came to the battle ground  by  ra is ing the i r  
swords .... this time they will bet s imu l ta neous ly  , fo r the i r  
heads with long hair and their courageous sons  . . .  H u mayun 
has three hundred thousand soldiers . . .  the u nda unted 
braves from every caste and c reed . .. we the fo rty thousand 
Rind are also with him, with our own wil l .. . . '  

E arly sixteenth century a lso witnessed the  Portuguese 
presence in the coastal areas of  M a kra n .  Accord ing  to 
some accounts, the Portuguese sai lor  Vasco-de-Gama  led 
by his Arab guide Ahmed bin M ajid Najad i  anchored at  the 
coastal city of Pasni in the Ma kran area .  Dur ing the same 
period many areas of  the India ca me u n d e r  the Portuguese 
occupation and when in 1506, K i ng E m anue l  a ppo inted Don 
Francesco de Alarr.�da, the viceroy of I n d ia ;  he d ivided i t  in 
three parts. One among  those was from the Ca peJacq ues 
to river Indus i nc luding the Guadel (G awada r),  Ca la ra, 
Tibique, Calamate and Oiul of the M a kra n coasta l area . 

This region had few attract ions for the Portuguese a rmy of 
repairing their bc,its a nd provis ion  of the essent ia l  goods.  
As the portable\ -ter was in s hortage in  the  coastal  areas 

so they dug wells. The Ottoman ca l i phate was a riva l to the 
Portuguese power i n  the warm waters,  so the res idents  of 
the Makran coast got the Ottom a n  help to get r id of the 
foreign invaders, a n d  the Ottoman ca l i p h  S a l m a n  Qa noon i  
deputed Sidi Al i  Re is  t o  M a kran to counter  the  E u ro pea n 
power. I n  1553, both a rmies  faced each  others in  the 
region. One o f  the local wa rriors Mir  Hama l ,  who b ravely 
fought the Portuguese inva d ers, became the c l ass ica l 
tegen d  of the Batoch  folklore. M i r  H a m a l  was a trader  by 
profe ssion a n d  h i s  trad e  boats  were sa i l i ng  th rough 
Zanziba r, Aden and B a s ra .  After  ma ny co nfrontat ions,· the 
Portuguese forces were successful  i n  ca ptur ing M i r  H a m a l ,  
who died i n  the i r  c ustody. 

Ameer Ahmed I I  (1629-1937) with the conse nt of t r iba l  
ch i efs imposed a tax o n  h i s  su bjects, acco rd i ng t6  which  
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eve ry m a rried co up le  had to pay five rupees  a n n ual ly or i ts  
e q u iva l e nt to the  tr iba l'ch ief.  D u ring  h i s  tenure ,  a d is p ut e  
a m o n g  the  l a ndowners a nd peasants  e ru pted o n  the  s h a re 
of prod uce.  

In the f irst  ha lf of  e ighteen cen t u ry Nadir  Shah and later 
Ahmed Shah  att acked Ba loch a re a .  I n  1721,  over 4000 
Baloch attacked Bandar  Abbass  (now i n  I ra n) a n d  tr ied to 
e n t e r  the Eng l ish factories but were forced .. o retreat .  In 
1 736, the  a rmy of  Nad i r  Shah u n d e r  P i r  Moha m m e d  a n d  
A lmas  K h a n  e ntered  Ba lochistan t h ro ugh B a n d a r  Abbass  
and M a kra nCoast.  M i r  Mohabat  Kha n ,  the e l dest son  of  Mir  
Abd u l la h, the Khan of  Ka lat  tr ied to  resist them but  was 
d efeated  a nd retreated  to  Sha l ( now Quetta). 

In 1 740, N a d i r  Shah  gave the areas  of  Kachi  a n d  Savi to  B ib i  
M a ri u m  a s  b lood money for h e r  s l a in  husba n d · Abd u l l a h  
K h a n, m u rd e re d  by M i a n  N o o r  Mohammed Ka lhoro, a rule r 
o f  S i n d h .  For  the  first t ime  the  pol i t ica l  a n d  adi:ninistrat ive 
a rrangemerits of Kachi  a n d  Savi  ca m e  under Balochista n .  
Th is  was a n  agricu l tura l  a rea, irr igated b y  the flood water 
o f  Narhi  mounta i n-flow, which cha nged the eco n o m ic 
condi t ions  of  t h e  reg ion .  

I n  1613, S i r  Robert S h i rley wrote to the  East I n d ia Com pa n y  
that  a factory shou ld be  esta b l i shed  a t  Gwadar  a s  i t  w a s  a n  
a uto ndmo·�� a rea,  w i t h  a potent ia l  J unct ion fo r t h e  
i n ternationa l  t ra d e .  

T h e  n irtetee nth  centa u ry p rod uced t h e  greatest Ba lochi  
poet Mast  ·Tawakal i, who a ft e r  q u i_t t ing the  a rmy a n d  

·hat ing  war a l together  fa l l en  i n  love .with  a m a rried wom a n  
;:ind.  m a d e  h e r  i m mora l  th ro ugli hfs poetry. Born i n  1828,  i n  
t h e  Ma rri tri be, Tawa ka l i  had  five b rothers, o n e  o f  t h e m  
Darya· K h a n  was k i l l ed  i n- the  baUle aga inst Bugt is .  Tawa ka l i  
was· a lso i� the  Ma rri a rmy for that  batt le  but  h is  i n n e r  
p o e t  force_d h im to qu it t h e  a rmy a n d  ret u rri b a c k  to  t h e  
h e rd of  h i s  cattle. About  th i s  batt le  h e  writes, 'Wa r  is a b a d  
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t h i n g: . .  i ts  n a rrat ives too a re not good to ta l k  . . .  who wou ld  
l i ke to push  h is be loveds in to  traged ies ' .  

His mother had d ied  i n  h i s  ch i l d hood a nd  fa ther  d ied  w h e n  
h e  was i n  h i s  teens .  L i k e  a l l  o t h e r  n o m a d  Ba loch, Tawa ka l i  
t o o  ra ised catt le s ince h i s  ch i l d hood .  He com posed poetry 
s i nce h i s  c h i l d hood .. 

After  runn i n g  a way from batt le  groun d, once he was 
t rave l l i ng th rough Rustra n i M o u n t a i n  i n  the ra i ny season, 
w h e n  he  was forced to .take refuge in a tent of a fe l low 
B a loch nomad.  In  the  t h u nderi ng l ight  he sa wSa mmo, the 
bea ut i fu l  w i fe of h i s  host a nd  lost to her beauty .  Sketch ing  
the  scen_e, he wr i tes, 't hu nde� broke the  ropes of tent  a n d  
w i n d  b lew her · sca rf . . .my sharp eyes saw h e r  and  became 
wide open i n  surpr ise . . .  ! composed my d isturbed 
senses . . . . her  long ha i r  lo oked l i ke the  b lack cobras  . . .  a nd  h e r  
eyes! L i ke ·the  earthen  l a m p  .. . . when  s h e  gazed w i t h  h e r  
w i ne- l i ke  eyes . . . ! fe l t  ' l i ke w a s  h i t  b y  the  bul let  o f  t he  
emperor' s  g u n  had pene'trated my hea rt . . .  her  eyes br ing  
t he  cra zy lovers i·n to senses . . .  she i s  l i ke a cup fl;ll l  of h o n ey 
a nd m i l k  . . .  she is l ight  i n  the d a rkness: .. when  she t a l ks it i s  
l i ke  fl ute i s  be ing  p layed . . .  a nd  when  she gazes w i th  h e r  
stra nge eyes, near-to-death  g e t  t he  cure:. S i nce that day,  
Tawa k a l i  fo rgotteri everyth ing  a nd \Ya nd ered in the  love of  
h i s  be lovetl a nd com posed poetry .  He was cons idered such  
a true love r that  the  t ra d i t iona l ly conservat ive Ba loch  
society, wh ich  otherwise had k i l led h im  ih  the n a m e  of  
honor k i l l i ng, to lerated h im a nd  h i s  poetry, fu l l  i n  pra i se of  
the  bea uty of  a nd sepa rat ion from . Sammo,  · who d i ed  i n  
1 880. Afte r sad ness of fi ft ee n long  yea rs of separati o n  fro m 
h i s  be loved, Mast'Tawaka l i  d ied i n  189 5 .  

T he  Eng l i sh offi c i a ls started study ing Ba loch ist a n  i n  1 8 1 0; 
a n d t he  East 1n9 i a  Company se nt  H e n ry Pott inger  fo r 
esp ionage i n  t he  t\ourt of Khan  M a h mood K h a n .  I n  1838; a n  
E ng l i sh  offic i a l  Leach ,  v is

.
i ted the  court o f  M a h ra b  ·Kha n,  

see k ing  pe rmiss ion for the Br i t i sh  a rmy to pass t h rough h i s  
terr i tory o n  i t s  w a y  t o  Afghan ista n ;  but  t he  Ba loch r u l e r  



Balochis tan, a sore point 1 3  

refused the p lea . However  the  ve ry next  yea r,. Alexa nder  
B u rns  was a b le to s ign  an  a g reement  wi th  K h a n  to use 
Kach i  a n d B o l a n  Pass to at tack  Afgha n i sta n .  In ret u rn  fo r 
t h i s  favor, t he  East I n d ia Company  a g reed . to recogn i ze 
K h a n  a s  t h e  ru le r  of Ka l a t  a n d  a n n ua l  payment  of one  a nd 
half h u n d red tho usa nd  ru pees to K h a n .  Both  . pa rt ies 
v io la ted  the ag ree ment  a s  the Co mpany  consp i red aga i nst  
the K h a n  a n d  Ba loch t r i ba l  ba nds  often at tacked the B ri t i sh  
so ld i e rs pass ing  t h rough  Kach i  and  Bo la n Pass .  B ij a r  K han 
Do m k i  was act ive i n  Kach i  a rea a n d was respo n s ib le for 
t hese attacks .  The Com pany sent an a rmy to e l ih}inate t he 
e n e m y  a n d  a fter a long d ra w n  batt le ,  Ba loch sold iers were 
defeated . After  t h i s  victo ry, t he  Br i t ish arm

.
y c leaned  up  

t h e  Marr i  a n d  B ugt i  a reas .  I n  t he  Bug t i  area ,  M i r B i u ra g h  
B ugt i  gave a substa nt ia l fig h t  bu t  was · defeated b y  the  
powerfu l  B r i t i s h  a rmy.  He was  captured a nd deta i ned i n  
S i n d h ,  where h e  spent  two yea rs i n  ex i le .  

I n  November 1 839, the  Company a lleged that  o n  the 
i n st igat ion  by Khan of  Ka l at ,  t he  box conta i n i ng t he  copy of 
ag reem�nt  between the Company  a n d  K h a n  with two 
t h ousa nd  ru pees, had been  ro bbed a n d  attacked the  
B a loch a rea .  K h a n  M a h ra b  

K h a n  a s ked a l l  t r iba l  ch iefs fo r h e l p  to cou n�er t h i s  a t tack  
bu t  fa i led  to  mob i l ize e n ough  s u p port .  He was. k i l led o n  13  
N ovember  1839 i n  the  batt lefie ld .  After  h is  death ,  h i s  son 
Nas i r  K h a n  esca ped a nd B r i t a i n  officials mad� S h a h n a w a z  
t h e  ru le r, w h o  w a s  never accepted b y  Ba loch .  I n  a n  a ttack, 
Ba loch  re be ls  k i l led S h a h nawaz  a nd N a s i r  K h a n  became 
ru ler  of  Ka lat  a nd o rd e red the  execut io n of the  Br i t i sh  
Res ident  A!:ie nt  Lt .  Lo d i .  

j 
La ter a t  ti�: 1nounta i n  ra nge of Ka m bi , . the  Eng l i s hmen  
confro nted the  K h a n' s  a rm y  a nd k i l led 300 of h i s  so ld iers .  
A_fterward t he Br i ta i n  recogn i zed M i r Nas i r  a s  t he  ru le r bu t  
in  1 841,  s igned a n other  a g reement  t h ro ugh · wh ich  t he  
Co m p a ny g ot  the  power to ke e p  a n  a rmy a t  d iffe re nt  
po i nts  i n  Ba loch ista n ,  on  the  a n n u a l  payment of f ifty 
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thousand rupees to Nas i r  Kha n .  B ritish Empire had  two 
fo lded interest in Ba lochista n; on one hand  it wa nted to 
exp lo i t  the riches of the l a nd a n d  on the other hand  it 
wa nted to m a ke it a ga rrison to p rotect i ts  emp i re from 
Cza r's Russ ia .  To th is e nd, it estab l ished cantonments in 
Quetta,  Zhob, M a ch a n d  other p laces and  la id  rai lway 
tracks between these p laces.  

After  securing the  friendsh ip  with Nas ir  Khan and 
est ab l ishment  of cantonments, the Company officia ls 
sta rted t he i r  favorite game of 'divide a n d  ru le' and  the  
M arri t ribe becam e  their  fi rst t a rget.  O n  1 71h December 
184 1 ,  t h rough Nas ir  Kha n, they a pproached Dost  Al i  M arri 
and  offe red h im bounty for his coopera tion . 

The res istance by M a rri a n d  B ugti  t ribes cont inued t i l l  
1 845, when seven thousand  B ritish a rmy a tt acked Bugti 
tr iba l a rea ,  a fter the ir  defeat,  Bugtis sh ifted to Khatera n 
region.  I n  1 847, u nder  the com m a n d  of Wil l iam 
Meriwether, Bugti t ribe was a ttacked. Same year B ugt i  
ch ieft a in Sa lam Kha n accepted the  supremacy of B ri ta in  
a nd in  ret urn received l a nd-award in  La rka na  S indh .  

M i r  Nas i r  d ied in 1857,  a nd h is  sixtee n  yea rs o ld  son Khuda  
Dad Kh an  was made Khan  of Ka l a t .  A lthough h e  was not  
open ly a nt i -Brit ish, but two of h is  a dvisors G u i  Mohammed 
Khan a nd G a nga Ram never h id  their hatred for the  B rit ish 
Empire.  I n  1 857, when the e n ti re India  had been fig hting 
its War of Independence, the M a rri tribe a tt acked Rajan p u r  
( now in  P u njab)  Canto nment a n d  k i l led a pro-Brit ish tr iba l 
chief Baja r Khan  Darishak, a lo ng with h is  son and  other 
s u p porters .  

O n  2 2 "d December  1857,  a civil w a r  between Khuda D a d  
K h a n  a n d  other  t ri ba l ch iefs e rupted, wh ich l a sted for 
nearly  twenty one yea rs . 

G h u l a m  M u rtaza  became chief of Bugti  t ribe a fter  the  
death  of  h is  fat he r  Sa lam Khan  a n d  immedia tely a fter  
accession a ttacked M a rri tr ibe, resu l t ing in  h u nd reds  of  
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ca usa l iti es  o n  both s ides .  In  1858 and 1859, the B ritis h  
a rmy attacked Ba loch a rea ,  u n d e r  H .  T .  lambrik (the 
butcher  of _H u r  freedom fighters in S i ndhj to e l iminate 
M a rr i  a rmed groups  a nd a fter crush ing them with fu l l  force 
a nd destroying the Ka h a n  ca stle, occu pied the region .  

O n  2 6th Ja n u a ry 1867, u nder  the comm a n d  o f  G h u l a m  
H ussa i n  B ugt i ,  nea rly twe lve hundred M arri ,  B ugti a nd 
Khateran  tr i besmen,  a ttacked the a rea  near  Rajanp u r  a n d  
too k  catt le o f  riva l s  i n  the i r  possession.  With the s u p po rt of 
B r i t i sh  res ident, the loca l s  fo l lowed the m a n d  i n  a coun te r  
a tt ac k  k i l led over 250 Ba loch a nd a rrested 2 4  ra iders .  I n  
these c l ashes seven B rit ish so ldiers were a lso  ki l l ed  a n d  
a nother  s ixty i nj u red .  

After  th i s  attack,  the B riti sh  a d m i n istration modifie d  its 
po l icy a n d  from 1867, recru ited M a rr i s  i nto Levies Force.  
The B r i t i sh  offic i a ls,  pa rticula rly S a n d m a n  exp lo ited the r i ft 
w i t h i n  the  Ba loch  soc iety and won ove r few tribal chie fs i n  
favor o f  the E mp i re .  

I n  1869 ,  the  I ra n i ans  u nd e r  the comma nd of Ibrah im Khan  
attacked the  border  a rea of Kec h  M akran ,  wh ich  l ay  u nder  
the  j u r isd ict ion of Ka lat  state . They were resisted by the  
loca l s  under  the  co m ma nd  of Fak i r  Mo h a m med B izenjo a n d  
Da roga Atta M o h a m m ed. I n  t h e  conf l ict-reso l utio n m eeting  
h e l d  a t  Ba m pore, i n  the  p resence of B rit ish re presentative 
G o l ds rnith ,  the I r a n i a ns  c l a i med the e nt i re Ba foch te rritory. 
The B a m pore meet ing fa i fed b ut Go ldsm ith in a g ra n d  
m eet ing o f  Ba loch,  got a ut hority to ne:::<Jtiate w i t h  I ra n i a n  
a u t h o r it ies . I n  the ta l ks he ld  between Brit i sh  a n d  I ra n i a n  
re p rese ntatives a t  t h e  Br itish  e m bassy i n  Teh ra n ,  fro m 1 6th 
Aug ust to 4th Se pte m be r  1871, a vast Baloch a rea  was  
sa nct io ned to  I ra n .  That  i s  t i l l  now a province of  I ra n,  
known as  the  I ra n i a n  B a loc h ista n.  late r some Ba loch a reas  
were  a lso a n nexed to P u njab  a nd Sind h .  

I n  1876, B ritish  offi c i a ls estab l i shed a ca nto n ment  i n  
Quetta t o  keep a n  eye on  K a n d h a r  and Ka lat. I n  June 1862, 
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the I ndia n gove rnment signed  its first agreement  with  J a m  
o f  Lasbe la  fo r t h e  sec u rity o f  t he te legra p h  l i nes between 
I nd ia a n d Eu rope.  

Th rough a n  agreement  b�tween  B'r i t i sh  offiCia ls ,  Khan of 
Katat and tr iba l  chiefs i " n  1862,  d u ring the  catt le  show in  
S i bi, the Jirga· system was g iven a lega l coyer .  I nt rod uced 
by S a n dme n, 'J i rga '. gave t riba l ch 'iefs a u t h o rity of the  
dis p e rsio

.
n of justice . Ea r lier th i s  syste m  was based  on  the 

p rimit ive de mocracy, where aggrieved pa rties h a d  r ight  to  
present  and a rgue the i r  case and if  a ny fine  had to be 
co l lected from the aggressor pa rty, it was  com plete ly  going 
to the victims.  Later t his system consolid a ted a bso lute 
power in the h a nds of t riba l  c h iefs, who now w€re getting 
t heir s h a re fro m the f ine .  

In  Septe m be r  1879,  a 1 3 2  mile  rai lway t rack  from Sin d h  to  
Sibi was. com p leted and on  141h J a n uary 1880, fi rst t rain 
reached  Sibi. A l though the  f?ritish officia ls  had sig ned an 
agree m e n t  with Ba loch t ribes but on  101h August 1880, 
M a rri t ribe a ttacked a B rit i sh  mi l i ta ry co nvoy near Koch a l i  
a n d  ro bbed one h un d red a nd twenty five thousands  

0 ' 

rupees .  Just one. week l a ter, Sa rd a r  Ma h a r u l l a h  K h a n  in a 
let ter  to Sir Robe rt Sa ndmen disclosed the na mes of those 
who were . respons ib le  fo r the attack  and a ssured his 
contin uous loya lty to the  E m pire . 

I n  1880s, the  Bri tish offi cia Is s tarted exp lorati o n  of  the  
n a t u ral resources fro m the Ba loch a reas .  Du ring the  sam,e 
pe riod ,  the road co n nect ing Punja b  with Ba loch  areas  was  
a lso constructed .  

�. 
I n  the  ea rly yea rs of twent ieth century, Viceroy Lord 
Cu rz o n  evolved a new p�l icy fo r the  Ba loch a reas  a nd 
accord i n g ly i t  was d iv ided in two p a rts .  The Ka lat state 
cons isted of Ka lat ,  Lasbel la  a n d  K h ara n where a l t houg h  
K h a n  w a s  t h e  ru ler; b u t  t h e  re a l  power was i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  
B ritish a ppo inted P r ime  M inister; t h e  other  pa rt was ca l l e d  
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B ri t i sh  B a loch ista n .  Th is  was under  d i rect contro l  of  the 
Governor  Genera l, w i th  Quetta a s  its h e a d q u a rt e rs .  

' 

Although tpe Br i t i sh  E m p i re had  bought  the  l oya l t ies of  
t r i ba l c h iefs a n d  feu d a l  l o rd s  b u t  the  com m on B a loch a n d  
n o m a d s  never gave a m o m ent  o f  re l ief t o  t h e  i m perial i st 
fo rces .  

T h e  u nsuccessful Russia n revo lu ti o n  of  1 9 0 5  had  a lso left 
l a st i n g  im pa�t o n  I nd ia n  s u b-cont i nent .  The peasa nt  
rebe l l i on  of 1 907 i n  West P u nj a b  ha d  d i rect im pact  o n  the  
N o rthern a reas of  Ba loch ista n .  I n  1907 Ba loch under  the  
leaders h ip  of Mi r  B a h ra m  K h a n  B a ra nza i  rebe l led i n  I r a n i a n  
Ba loch is tan  a n d  a fter  push ing  the  I ra n i a n  a rm y, ra n t h e  
government  for s o m e  years  fro m  B a m pore .  After  a few 
yea rs, Ba h ra m  was d efeated a nd with s_o me  compan ions  
esca ped to the  mounta in  ra n ges. 

I n  the  i n i t i a l  yea rs of F i rst  Wor ld  War ,  Noor  ud D i n  M enga l ,  
born  i n  1889, beca me  ch ief  a t  the  age of  2 4 .  He  had  
s tud ied  fo r co up le  of  years a t  A l iga rh  a nd had  a c q u i red 
arms  from I ra n  to res ist  the  co lon i a l  forces .  He esta b l ished 
h is post  a t  t he S u l a i m a nra n kPass fo r o bstruct ing the  
B ri t i sh  a rmy movement  to the  Ara b a re a .  Acco rd i n g  to 
some a cco unts, he was  sup po rted by a Karach i  base c l e ri c  
M a u l a n a  Moh a m med S a d i q ue ,  w h o  w a s  i nfl uenced by the  
Deoband  based a n t i - B ri t i sh  re l ig ious  scho la rs. · Later  Noor  
u d  D i n  was a rrested i n  Khara n a nd Sa rda r H a b i b  U l l ah  got  
t i t l e  of Nawa b i n  the rewa rd, fo r h e l p  i n  h i s  a rrest .  Noor  ud  
D in  was sent to And a m a n  I s l ands  a nd somet ime before 
1 947 was sh ifted to K a ra ch i  a n d  deta i ned ti l l  the B ri t i sh  
ru le  came to an  end .  

The M a rri  t r i be was  not  rea d y  to jo i n  the  Br i t i sh  fo rces in  
the  F i rst Wor ld  War  and d u ri n g  one  negot ia t ion ,  the  Br i t i sh  
messenger Nawab Khan Lon i  o ffe red a 14-yea rs . t a x  
exe m pt ion  on  M a rr i  a re a s  b u t  one  M a rri  Horan  Soomra n i  
a ttacked a n d  ser ious ly  i nj u red h i m .  Later, · N a w a b  
s u ccu m bed  to i nj u ries .  
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On joining of the rebe l l ion ,  the B ritish E m pire withdrew all 
tit les  a n d  priv i leges given to M a rris i n c lud ing  the i r  chief 
and  im posed a co l l ective fi ne of Rs .3 ,  67,000. 

After  the Bo lshevik revo l uti on  of 19 17, m a ny Ba loch youth 
of Eastern Ba loch istan reached Soviet Union to a cq u i re 
he l p a n d  guida nce . From Western Ba lochista n  under  .the 
co m ma nd of Sardar Karim Khan ,  the Za rba nd i  t ribe reached 
the re a n d joined the Soviet fo rces aga i nst the counter 
revo lu t ionaries · in  Turkmen istan ,  la ter  they we re sett led 
near  M a rv, where Soviet government a l lotted them l and .  
According to  B ritish spies, a nother  Ba luch,  who he lped the 
Soviet a rmy was Safa r  K h a n  Ba loch .  Ta ra Chand ,  a Ba loch 
young man of Quetta, a lso reached Soviet Union a n d  jo ined 
the Co m m u n ist movement .  

A five. m e m ber de legatio n of the Ba loch representatives, 
under  the leadersh ip  of Misr i  Khan  Khateran,  attended the  
'Congress of Eastern N a t ions '  he ld i n  Baku, Azerbaij a n  i n  
Septem ber 1920.  The  congress decided to t ra ns late the  
Co m m u nist l itera tu re i n  Ba loch i  la nguage bes ide  other  
Eastern La nguages.  After  the  Baku  Co ngress, the  Ba loch 
de legates came to Ka b u l, where they beca me p a rt of the 
fo rmat ion  of the fi rst revo l ut i o n a ry pa rty of I n d i a .  

The K a l a t  state h a d  b e e n  a n  i ndependent  a n d  sovereign 
cou ntry before the co lonia l B r itish occupied t he South As i a .  
Lying between Hind usta n in the  east,  Afg h a n istan i n  the 
nor'th,  I ra n  in the west  a nd Ara bia n Sea in the  south,  the  
re la t ions  of Ka l a t  ( Ba loch i st a n )  and  G reat  B rita i n  we re 
gove rned by a se ries of t rea ties .  The fast expanding B ri t i sh  
Ind ian  E m pire in  the south a nd Russ ian  i m per ia l power  in  
the nort h  viewed each other with suspicion and 
a p p rehensio n .  During this e n tire per iod  Ka l a t  re ma ined in 
contin uous confronta tio n with B ri t i sh  E m pire . 

I n  1839,  after  Mehrab  K h a n  of Ka l a t  was kil led i n  a n  a rmed 
c lash, the British succeeded in forcing the Ba loch for the 
f i rst  t ime to acknowledge the  fa rmer's  supremacy a nd 
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conc luded a t re a ty wi th  the l a tter .  M o re t reat ies fo l lowed 
with m ajor  ones in 1 84 1 ,  1854,  1863 a n d 1876, bes ide a 
n u m ber  of other  m in o r  agreeme nts from t ime to t i m e .  The 
1 876 t reaty a l l owed the  Br i ti sh  to esta b l i sh  i ts  m i l it a ry 
p resence i n  Ka l a t  sta te . 

The B ri t i sh  never ho nored the i r  t reat ies  and  m a ny 
v io la tio ns occurred betwee n 1899 a nd 1903 .  Arbitra r i ly  
red raw ing the  m a p  of B a loch ista n ,  the  Ba loch 
G overnorates of  Quetta,  Naushk i  a nd Nas ira bad were 
taken  o n  ' lease'  fro m Ka l a t .  The d istricts of Lo ra la i , P i sh i n ,  
C h a m a n  a nd S ib i, w h ich were acq u i red fro m Afgha n ista n 
un der  the  Trea ty o f  G a n d a m a k  i n  1879  and  the M a rri -B ugti  
t riba l zones were a n nexed i n to what was ca l led 'Br i t i sh  
B a loch i stan '  a nd were a d m i n istrated by the  Po l i t i ca l  Age nts  
posted a t  S i b i  and  Quet ta .  Dera Ghaz i  Kha n was a n nexed 
with  P u nj a b  a nd J a co ba bad ( then  known as  Khangarh )  to 
S i n d h .  The Kha n's  t i t1e of Khan-e-Baloch was cha nged _i nto 
Khan-e-Kalat. 

Prior to 1927-28,  the re was h a rd ly a ny s ig n ifi ca nt po l i ti c a l  
a ct iv i ty i n  Ba loch ist a n  b u t  i n  every ten  to twe nty yea rs, one  
or other  B a loch tr ibe wou ld rise i n  a rmed revo lt  and  
c h a l lenge the  B ri ti s h .  Bu t  by 19 20, such  u p ris ings had  
v i r tua l l y  come  to an  e n d  because of the B ri t i sh  E m pi re had  
m a naged to pac i fy t h e  be l l igerent  t r i bes by acco m modat ing  
a nd rewardrng the  ch ieft a i n s .  

ln  1928, few you ng  officers of t h e  K a i  a t  state s a t  toget her  
a nd set  up a c l a ndest ine  g ro u p  to g ive vent  to the i r  
po l i t i ca l  v iews .  As t h e  po l i t ica l act iv i t ies, espec ia l ly  by the 
govern men t  em p l oyees were p roh ib ited i n  the state,  t hey 
wai ted fo r the  r ight  moment  wh ich  a rrived in  the 
a ppea ra nce of  M ir Yo us if  A l i  Kha n M agsi on  the sce ne .  
M ags i  h a d  received h i s  e d ucat ion i n  La hore,  where he had 
o bserved t he freedo m movement  very c lose ly .  I n  h is  a rt ic le  
Faryad-e-Ba/ochistan, pub l i shed i n  the Lahore based 
jou rna l  Hamdard o n  1 71h  Nove m ber  1929,  he descr ibed the 
grieva nces of h i s  peop le, cr i t ic ized the B ri t i sh  
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a d m in istrat ion a n d  ca l led u pon the Ba loch to organ i ze 
themse lves for the un ity a nd l i be rat ion of Ba lochist an .  The 
Ka l a t  state a r rested him on h is  a rr ival  i n  Sibi  on 1 7th Ju ly 
1930 and was tr ied by a Jirga .  P ronounced gu i l ty, he was 
sente nced to one yea r i m p risonment  a nd a fi ne of  Rs.  
20,000 and kept in  Mastung Ja i l .  Even a ft e r  h is re lease i n  
1 9 3 1 ,  he  was kept u nd e r  surve i l l a nce for a yea r. 

Somet ime after ,his release, M agsi along with  M i r  Abdu l  
Aziz Kurd, Ma l i k

.- F a i z  Moha mmed, Moham med Hussa i n  
Unqa ,  Nas im Ta lvi,  Abdu l  Ka rim Shorish a n d  M i r  
Mohammed Azam Shehwani  converted t h e  'Young. Baloch 

Organization', formed way back i n  1920, to safegua rd the  
r ights of  the loca l e m ployees, i nto Anjuman-e-ltehad-e

Balochan. This was the  first organ ized pol i t ica l. pa rty of the  
Ka la t  s ta te  on  secul a r  a n d  non-tri ba l  bas is .  O n  2 0th 
Nove m be r  1 9 3 1, th i s  organ ization b rought out a p a m ph let  
t i t led  Shamsgardi, which focused a n d  h igh l ighted the  
a t rocit ies of  the Ka la t  Pr ime M in ister  S i r  Shams Shah .  Th is  
pa m p h let  was wr i t ten by Abdu l  Az iz  K u rd ,  who was 
a rrested a nd after t r i a l  by Shah i  J i rga, sentenced to  t h ree  
yea rs i mpri sonment .  S imu.Lta neously Khan Abd u l  Samad  
Khan  Ach akza i, who  was act ive i n  the B rit ish B a lochist a n  
w a s  a rrested i n  Quetta a n d  sentenced t o  t h ree yea rs 
i m p risonment .  

L 
Same year Yousif Magsi  became chief of h i s  t r ibe  a nd 
heav i ly i nvested h is  resources i n  the  publ icat ions on Ba loch 
na t iona l i sm from Ka rach i in U rd u  l a nguage. 

M ir Yousif Magsi  was  a mong · t he dead i n  devastat i ng  
e a rt h q u a ke that  h i t  Quett a  on  the  night of 30-31st May  
1 9 3 5 .  

T h e  Anjuman ca l led a n  'Al l  I n d i a  Ba loch Conference' from 
27th to 2 9th Decem ber 1937  in Jacobabad .  One  ·yea r  l a te r, 
a nother  s uch confe re nce was convened in Hydera bad ,  
S indh .  
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The pro mu lgation  o f  Government  o f  I nd ia  Act 1 9 3 5  ope ned 
a s pace for l i m ited po l it ical  activities in I nd ia  and the  
re lease of severa l  pol itica l prisoners i nc l ud ing  Abdu l  Samad  
Acha kza i  a nd Abd u l  Aziz Kurd . · Soon Achakza i  formed 
Anjuman-e- Watan i n  Brit ish B a loch istan  a nd i n  a 
conven tion  he ld  in  S ib i  on  s"" Febrlta ry 1937 ,  K u rd a nd h is  
co mrades formed the  Kolat State National Party ( KS N P) 
with K urd a s  P resid e n t  a nd M a l i k  Fa i z  M o h a mmed as  
Genera l  Secretary. I n

. 
i t s  m a n ifesto p u bl ished o n  1 '1 Apr i l  

1937,  KSNP stated that  a l l  Ba loch should u n ite  by 
e l im inat ing  d iffe rences a mong t h e m .  The m a nifesto 
dec lared  that 'we the  Ba loch a re a people with a g lor ious 
past  but  deprived of our  nat iona l  rights' a nd d e m anded 
that  the centra l  government  of Ba lochist a n  shou ld  be  a n  
e lected one with Kha n of Ka l a t  a s  the  'Const itu t iona l 
Head ' .  I t  sa id t h a t  Ba  lochista n was not  a s lave of  the  
B rit is� government  rather  the  B rit ish had  a cq u ired faci l i t ies 
through friend ly a greements, hence their  n at iona l i n tegrity 
shou ld  not b "e com prom ised a n d  t h a t  B a lochistan is  a s  
m uch a sepa rate  l a nd a s  w a s  I r a n  a nd Afg h a n i st a n .  

M i r  Ahmed Var K ha n ,  w h o  h a d  become K h a n  i n  1 9 3 1, w a s  
inc l ined towards t h e  n at iona l is t  move m ent ,  especia l ly the  
KS N P  a nd s u pported i t  on  m a n y  occas io n s  b u t  th i s  
honeymoon was not to  l a st long.  

In  October 1937,  Moha m med Hussa i n  U n q a  p u bl i.shed t h e  
first Ba loch! na t iona l ist  song.  Ti l l  t ha t  time,  m a ny B a l uch
related period ica l s  inc lu 'd ing  Young Balochistan, Katma-i

Haq, Aftab-e-Balochistan a nd  Bolan were be ing brought 
out from Karach i .  

· 

Before his  death, N awab Yousif Mags i  h a d  p u rchased a 
press which sta rted working a s  'Aziz Press' from Quetta in  
1937  a n d  l a u nched a U rd u  weekly 'lstaqilal' i n  1938 .  Abd u l  
S a m a d  Achakza i  a nd Mohammed Hassan N iza m i  were t o  
become its ed itors for a whi le .  This weekly seized to  

. p u bl i sh  i n  1950.  
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During this pe riod Qa zi Dad M o h a m m ed (born in 1895 in 
Qa zik hail fa mily of Ka ra k, Sibi) fo rmed  Balochistan 

Mazdoor Party i n  the  e n d  of 1930s, which ce lebrated May  
Day in  194 1 .  Accused of o rga nizing the La bor Day, Qaz i  
a long with Moha m m ed  I q b a l  ( Pa rty G en e ra l  Secretary) ,  
Hotu Ram and Syed M o h a m med Kasi were a rrested a n d  
sentenced fo r one yea r imprison m e n t  each .  l ri 1942,  pa rty 
aga i n  ce lebrated the  May  Day, a ttended by over one 
thousa nd  p a rt i c ipa nts a n d add ressed by Syed M o h a m med 
Shafi Asadi, Comrade Abd u l  Ka rim Shorish ,  S a rd a r  
Gu rbachan  Singh,  M i r  G h ous Bakhsh  Bize njo a n d  S a rd a r  
Jeet  S i ngh .  I n  a reso lutio n, t h e  meeting d e m a n d e d  the  
fo rmation of a genu ine  na tio n a l  government  in I n d ia to 
counter  the Fascism . Qa z i  re p resented the  Ba loch worki ng  
c l ass  in m a ny meetings he l d  in  Karachi, La hore ,  Bombay, 
Ko lkata  a n d  Del hi. Ti l l  his death  on 6th September  1948, 
Qazi Dad M o h a m m e d  p l ayed an active role in the working 
c lass politics .  He was b u ried in  the Kasi graveya rd Quetta.  

,· .. :;-
Ba lochista n p a rt icipa ted  in the Quit I ndia Movement  of 
1942 a n d  Abdu l  Samad  Acha kzai, Sher  Moha m med  G u lza i ,  
Arba b Abd u l  Qad i r  Kasi, M a lik Syed M o h a m med  Kas i ,  Seth 
Na rgu l  and Sard a r  Ajeet Singh  were a rrested .  

The Soviet ro le in t h e  Second Wor ld  War left a deep  
impress ion  on  the  Ba loch a n d  t hey sta rted m oving to the  
Soviet Un ion .  Accord ing  to a n  inte l lige n ce report o n  Ba loch 
resid ing  on  I ra n  a nd  Afg h a n is tan  borders  ' . . . . inf l ue nced by 
the Russia n p ropaga nda ,  they a re shifting  in g roups to 
M a rv and Ash khabad  and fro m there sending misguiding 
m essages to the i r  re l a tives, in stigating them to rebe l by 
c la iming that  the Russia sta nds  fo r breaking t h e  chains of 
s l ave ry of  Ba loch fa ste ned  by Br i tish impe ria lism' .  

I n  a n  e m e rgency meeting he l d  a t  Sibi on  1 5th M a rch  1939,  
the KS N P  work ing  com mittee dema nded e m ploying locals  
a s  departme nta l  he ads, ministe rs, and deputy ministe rs 
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and on  a l l  other posts  inc l uding the Prime Minister .  I t  a lso 
ca l led for the a bo lition of Bijjar tax ·and d e m a n ded the e n d  
o f  discrimin a t i o n  in  the  b lood m o n e y  for differe n t  
segments  o f  t h e  society. 

The pa rty o rga nized a ra l ly in  su p port  of its d e m a nds  a t  
Dhad h a r  i n  Kachhi dist rict, a ttended  'hy a l a rge n u m ber  of 
peop le .  The gove r n m e nt in  re sponse a rrested office 
bea rers a nd act ive m e m b e rs of KS N P .  

Kh a n  se nsing t h e  cha nged mood of t h e  peop le  himself took 
ove r the prime m i niste ria.I office a n d not  o n ly re leased the 
KSN P leaders but  acco m modated Abdu l  Aziz Kurd a nd other  
pa rty activists  in  i m porta n t  a d ministrative posts_ . 

KS N P  orga nized i ts  a n nua l  conference in J u ly 1939  i n  
Mastung, w h e re the  B rit i sh  Po litica l  Age nt  had  his 
headquarters .  In th i s  conference the  Baloch League, a 
po litic a l  p l a tfo rm of the  Ba loch,  liv i ng  in Ka ra chi a l so 
pa rticipated . 

Du ring the  confe rence p roceedings,  o n  the inst igation of 
the t riba l  ch iefs a n d with the tactica l s u pport of Ka l a t  
ad ministration and  Po l i tica l Age nt ,  a rmed  persons a ttacked 
it . As the l a rge n u m be r  of co nference pa rtic ipa nts were 
a lso a rmed,  so they reta l iated a n d  a n  a rmed  c lash  eru pted . 
Afte rwa rd a n  officia l b a n  was  dec l a red  o n  t h e  co nfere nce .  

KSN P l eadership dec ided  to selld the  Aliga rh M us lim 
Co l l ege G rad uate  Mir G hous B a khsh  Bize njo a s  i ts  
represe nt ative to Khan of Ka lat  to a p p rise him of the 
situa tion ,  but  this missio n of reco n c i l i a tion fail ed . 

O n  201 h Ju ly  1939 ,  KSN P  was dec la red  i l lega l a nd o rders of 
expu lsio n of a l l  i ts  p ro m i nen t  l ea d ers from the state were 
issue d .  The first batch sent into exile i nc l uded pa rty 
President  Abdu l  R a h i m  Khwaj a khe l ,  Ge nera l  Secreta ry 
M a lik Moha m m ed Saeed,  M a u l a n a  Arz Moham med,  
M a u l a na M o h a m med O m a r, Abdu l  Ka rim Shorish and  Mirza 
Faiz U l l a h, t h e n  Secretary Educatio n in the state 
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govern ment .  Th i s  period of exi le ended i n  1942 .  A few d ays 
l a ter, M i r  F a z i l  Khan ,  M in ister fo r Ed uca t ion  was a lso 
ex i led .  M a l i k  Fa i z  M o ha m med Yusufz a i  res igned i n  p rotest 
from h is gove rn m e n t  j o b .  En t ry of news pa pers in Ka l a t  
state was p roh ib i ted .  Dar-Ul-Uloom M a stung was c losed by  
offi c i a l  o rd e rs .  

After  somet ime of  t h is u pheava l ,  KSNP sent  B i zenjo a s  i t s  
m issiona ry to M a k ra n  to convince the  p a rty leaders 
i nc l ud i ng Az i z  K u rd,  who was the Deputy M iniste r i n  
M a kra n, i n  government jobs  to q u i t  t hose l i ke the i r  other  
co m rades  but  he fa i led  to get favora ble resu l ts .  Later a l l  
th ose with known po l i t i ca l  background  we re fired from the 
govern ment posts .  

KS N P  with the suppo rt of  Anjuman-e- Watan cont inued 'ts 
act iv i t ies from Quetta, which was under  the  Br i t i sh  
Ba loch i sta n .  The I n d i a n  Nat iona l  Congress had i ts  
cou nterpa rt i n  the pr ince ly  states . i n  the  s h a pe of All India 

State Peoples' Conference (A ISPC)  wi th  Pund i t  J awa h a rl a l  
N e h ru as  p resident  arid Sha ikh  Abdu l l a h  a s  vice p res ident .  
KSNP  had  got  con n ected with i t ,  tha nks to its ex i led  leaders 

ti 
Khwaj a k h a i l  a n d  others .  I n  m id - 1945, i t  form a l ly jo i ned the. 
A ISPC a n d  M i r  B i ze njo was n o m inated by i t  to se rve a s  the 
A I SPC work ing com m ittee member .  

In  t hefo llowing months, M ir Ahmed Va r, the Khan of  Ka lat  
p resented a memora n d u m  to the Bri t ish Cab i net M iss ion,  
v i s i t ing u n ited I n d i a  to fo rmu l ate the part i t ion/withdra wa l  
p l a n  for I nd i a  i n  1946.  This  me mora n d u m  p leaded t h a t  the  
government  o r  govern ments succeed ing the Ra j  shou ld  
i n her i t  on ly  the t reaty re lat ionsh ips  of the  colon i a l  
gove rn ment  i n  New De lh i ,  no t  th ose of  Whi teha l l  a n d  Ka l a t  
sho u ld  reta i n  the  i nde pendence i t  had  enjoyed p r io r  to 
1876 .  

The M iss ion left the i s sue  of pr ince ly states undecided so a 
controve rsy em erged a t  the t ime  of part i tion when  the  
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Khan was  i n s ist ing o n  h i s  r i gh t  to fu l l  i n d e pende nce a n d  
Pak ista n l eaders dema nd ing t h e  acce-ss io n . l n  the month  
fo l lowing  the a n nounce ment  o n  3 'd J u ne 1947 of I n d i a n  
pa rt i tion ,  the  ka lat  government  h a d  a ser ies of  meet ings 
with the V ice roy and futu re gove rnments of  I n d ia a n d  
Pak ista n .  O ne such meeti ng  took p l a ce on  4th August 1947 
i n De l h i, c h a i red 01r€r by Viceroy Lord Mountbatten,  
a tte nded  by h is  lega l adv isor  Lo rd I sm a y, K h a n  of Ka l a t, h i s  
P ri m e  M in ister  Ba rr iste r Su ltan  A h m ed,  M o h a mmed  A l i  
J i n n a h  a n d  L i aquat  A l i  K h a n  re p rese nt ing  Pa kista n .  T h e  s a i d  
m eet ing resu lted i n  a three-point  agreement s igned b y  
L ia q u a t  a n d  S u ltan ,  w h i c h  stated th at;  1 - The Gove rnment  
of Pa k ista n recogn izes the  indepe ndent  and  sovereign 
status of t h e  Kalat state, wh ich  has t reaty re lat ions  with  
the B ri t i sh  gove rnment  a n d  whose status  and pos i t ion  i s  
d iffe rent from other  p rince ly states of  I nd ia ,  2 - Lega l 
op i n ion  w i l l  b e  obta ined to dec ide whether  Pak istan  c a n  be 
the s uccessor  to t hose t reat ies a nd to the ones o n  leased 
a reas, a n d  3 - After  obta i n ing  the lega l o p i n i o n  there w i l l  be  
furt h e r  t a l k s  b etween the re p resentatives of  Pa kistan a n d  
Ka lat .  I n  t h e  inter im per iod,  there sha l l  b e  a sta n dst i l l  
ag reem ent  between Pa k istan a n d  Ka l a t  i n  re la t ion  to the 
a reas  u n d e r  l ease to the B ri t ish government .  

Th is  a g ree m e nt was fo l lowed by a nother  one,  conc luded i n  
De lh i  o n  1 1th August, between the government  of Ka la t  a n d  
inco m ing  government  of  Pa k ista n .  T h e  very first c l ause of 
th is  ag ree m e n t, broadcasted on  A l l  Ind ia  Ra d io  o n  beha lf  of  
Pa k ista n,  d e c l a red ;  'The Gove rnment  of Pa k ista n a g rees 
that  Ka lat  i s  a n  i n d e pendent  state, being q u ite d ifferent  in 
sta tus from other states of I nd ia ' . 

On  h i s  retu rn  from De lh i, the K h a n  of Ka la t  made  a for m a l  
p roc l a m a ti o n  o n  1 2th August of t h e  independe nce of Kalat 
state, e ffective from the 15th August 1947. Nawabzada  
M o h a m med  Asa m Kha n  was a ppo inted. a s  the . fi rst P r ime  
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M i nister  a n d  an E ng l i shman  Mr. D. Y .  Ph i l  as the  Fo re ign 
M i n i ster .  

I m m e d iate ly  thereafte r, i n  pursua nce of the 111h August 
agreement, the Khan sent Pr ime M in ister  a n d  Foreign 
M i n ister  to Kara ch i, the ca p i ta l  of new state of  Pa kista n .  
The Pak is tan  lead e rsh ip  s u m m a ri ly  backed-off from the  
agree ment  a n d  rejected the i ndependence dec la rat ion,  
which opened a n i ne-month long d i p l omatic t ug  of war, 
cu lm ina ted i n  t h e  fo rcib le a n nexa t ion of  Ka la t  into 
Pa kista n .  

Ea r l ie r, m oving towa rds esta b l ish i ng s o m e  k i n d  of  a 
re p resen ta t ive system of governance, the  Khan  had 
p ro m u lga ted a const i tut ion th rough a Government  of  Ka la t  
S tate  Act 1947. I t  ca me i nto fo rce from 1st August  1 947 and  
s tated  that ;  

'The re s h a l l  be two houses of legis l a tu re i n  the  sta te, ca l led  
the  Darul Umara a n d  Dar u l  Awam. The  Dar ul Umara wi l l  
re p resent  the  Sardari, lnami tribal a reas  of  the  state a n d  
s uch  other  in terests a s  m a y  b e  ass igned to i t  .by H ighness 
the Khan .  It  wou ld  be com prised on th i rty s ix he red i tary 
ch iefta i n s  rep resent ing the i r  sardari o r  inami a reas  a n d  
t ribes,  and  such o t h e r  members,  n o t  exceedi n g  ten  in  a l l ,  
a n d  m i n isters as  m a y  b e  nom inated b y  t h e  K h a n .  T h e  Dar ul 

Awam wi l l  re p resent al l  the re ma i n i ng  a reas  a n d  interests 
of  the state, i nc lud i ng a reas  paying l a nd  'eve n ues, non

sardari jagirs, business and  other  . interests .  The Dar u/ 
Awam shall be comprised of fifty five m e m b e rs, of whom 
fifty sha l l  be e lected i n  a ccorda nce wi th  ru les  made u nder  
th i s  act a n d  the rema i n i ng sha l l  be n o m ina ted  by the 
Khan ' .  • 

I t  was fo l lowe<:J by e lect io ns/nomina t ions  to both houses .  
The Khan  wanted to b lock KSNP from en te ri ng the  house,  
so the e lect ions were he ld on  non-pa rty bas is ;  however the 
majority e lected to the  Dar ul  Awam h a ppened  to be the  
me mbe rs of  the  pa rty a n d  i t s  3 9  ou t  of  5 2  m e m be rs won 
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their  seats as the independent  candidates .  Mir  G hous  
Bakhsh B i zenjo was e lecfed as  the par l iamentary leader  of  
the Dar ul Awam i n  its fi rst sess ion  he ld  at  Shah i  Camp, 
Dhadar o n  1 2'" December  1947.  

KSNP agreed to cooperate with the govern m ent and 
al lowed some of its  m embers inc lud ing  Mal ik  Faiz 
Moham med Khan Yousufzai, Mir G ui Khan Nas i r  ( l ead i n g  
revo lut ionary Baloch poet) and Ma l i k  Abd u l  Rah im 
Khwajakhe l  to work as  secretaries to the govern m e nt.  

Khan conve ned both houses to discuss the p ro posal by 
J i n nah regard ing  the accession of  Kalat to Pakistan. The 
Dar ul Awam in its sess ion from 1 2th to 15th Decem b e r  1947 
debated the p ro posal in a candid way. B i zenjo de l ive red 
speech as the  leader  of the house on 14h Dece m b e r, 
oppos ing the  accession with Pakistan .  The Dar ul Awam 

unan imously rejected the p roposal of access ion  with 
Pakistan .  The Dor u l  Umrah met on 2"d, 3rd, and 4th J an uary 
1 948, and endorsed the decis io n by the Dar u/ Awam. O n  
the p ressure from Pakistan. gove r n ment,  the Khan again 
sent the proposal to the houses, which on 25th February 
was rejected by the  Dar u/Awam and two days later by the 
Dar ul Umara. Despite both ho uses rejected access ion to 
Pakistan, acco rd ing to M ir B i zenjo, the  Khan i n formed the 
government of  Pakistan that they  were ready for access ion 
which shou ld happen i n  th ree  months .  I nstead of that,  the 
Pakistan government decided to an nex  Kharan and 
Makran, the two subord i nate states of Kalat and one  of its 
thre e  c h ieftains,  Bay Khan G ichk i  was made  the ru le r  of 
Makran on 1 7th M arch 1948. Eve ntua l ly  Khan succum bed to 
the p re ss u re and on 27th March 1 948, affi xed his stgnatu re 
on the agre e ment  of accession with Pakistan .' 

The younger brother  of Khan, Pr ince  Abd u l  Kari m, who was 
then Governor of the  newly annexed Baloch Pr inc ipal ity of  
M akran, gathered arms, amm u nit ion and treasury u nder  
h is  co ntrol  and declared a revo lt  against  Pakistan on  15th 
April 1948.  With h i s  700 supporteT"s, he  crossed i nto the 
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ne ighbo r ing  Afghan ista n with Mohammed Hussa in  Unqa,  
Ma l i k  M o h a m med Saeed,  Abd u l  Wa hid '  K u rd and  
Mohammed Khan  Ra isa n i .  Qa d i r  Ba khsh N izama ni ,  a Ba loch 
of S i n d h i  or ig in ,  who had been a m e m ber  of S indh chapter  
of  the Com m u n ist  Party of Ind ia ,  a lso jo ined them.  P ri nce 
issued a m a n i festo in  the name of the Ba loch Natio nal 
L iberat ion Com mittee d isavowed the uncond it ional  
a ccess ion s igned by the Khan, proc la imed the  
independence of Ka la t  and  d em a nded fresh  negotiation 
with Pak i sta n .  Accord ing to N izaman i ,  this revolt  had a 
tac it  s u pport  of the  Khan,  whi le  M i r  B izenjo, Gu i  Khan 
Naseera lead ing Ba loch poet and in te l lectual  and some 
other  lead i ng Ba loch were aga inst  the  a rmed confrontation 
with P a k ista n .  Abdu l  Karim was confident that as 
Afghan istan had opposed Pak istan even i ts  en t ry into U N, 
so it wil t  support  the Ba loch cause but Afghan istan refused 
to he lp  t h e  rebe ls .  Abd u l  Ka r im ca m e  back and· sta rted h i s  
re be l l ious  ac ts  i n  the  J h a lawan  ( lower) a rea in  late M ay, 
whi le  h i s  b rot her  the Khan  of Ka l a t  persuaded h im for a 
truce with Pak istan a uthorit ies,  who later s igned a safe 
cond uct agreement on Koran with Kar im's representative 
in  the Ha rboi  mounta in  a rea but d ishonored the i r  
co m m it me nt  a nd  o n  l21h J u ly 1948 a rrested Kar im and h is  
102 co m pa n ions  o n  the i r  way back to Ka lat  . .After  a trial by 
a specia l J i rga, t hey were sentenced to lon'g p rison terms of  
lC years r igorous i m pr isonment  and  Rs . 5,000 fine to prince 
Kar im, 10  years i m p ri sonment fo r Moha m m ed Hussa in  
U nqa,  w h i l e  Ab d u l  Wah i d  Kurd a n d  _Mohammed Khan 
Ra isa n i  were g iven seven yea rs i m pr isonment  each .  

The Mus l im league t r ied to take a dvantage of  the  pol it ica l 
vacuum a n d  i n  t h e  mid  19 50, its three sen ior  leaders Qaz i  
Moh a mmed Issa from Ba loch istan,  Yousuf Khatak from 
Pakhtoonkhawa a nd N u ru l  Am i n  fro m Benga l  we re sent to 
Ka lat  to organ i ze the pa rty. The leadersh ip  of  now banned 
KSN P met  secret ly and  dec ided to penet rate i ts  act ive 
mem bers into M us l im  League and  won pa rty offices in  the  
Sa rawa n a re a .  
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Aft er  fa i l i n g  to  ca pture ground  in  Ka la t  t h rough M u s l i m  
League, the  government  o f  Pak istan dec ided t o  give 
co ncess ions to the a rea . In th i s  regard Ba loch is tan  States 
U n i o n  ( B S U )  com prised of Ka la t, Ma kra n,  Khara n  a n d 
Lasbe l l a  was fo rmed in  M a rch  1952 with issua nce of 
noti fi cati o n  on  1 11h Apr i l .  I m mediate ly  afterwards a 
meet ing of rul ers of the  ·states was convened, wh ich  chose 
K h a n  of Kalat  i t s  President .  

I n  1950, few young Ba loch q u it  the i r  government  jobs  and  
sta rted the i r  work  to o rga n i ze· a revo lut ionary mov€me n t .  
They opened a 'Fi/ha/ Stationary Shop' i n  Quetta a n d  
l a u nched  a l i te ra ry and  po l i t i ca l  mqvement  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  
o f  'Lut  Khano'. Although i n  Ba loch is tan  o f  t hose days, the  
major  i s sue  was the  a l locat ion of government jobs to the  
I nd ian  i m m igrants  a n d  Patha ns  from the  Front ier  but  the  
Lut Khano peop le were a lso th inking beyo nd tha t .  As  they  
had  witnessed the  atrocit ies of t riba l  system d u r ing the i r  
jo bs, so they . were keen  to  i t s  e l i m inat ion .  The i r  shop  
beca me a source to acqu ire t h e  M a rx is! l i terature .  They got. 
i n t rod uced to the  Co m m u n ist leaders from Karach i  a nd 
Lahore a nd whe never t h e  Com m u nist  Pa rty of Pa kista n 
Secretary Genera l, Co m rade Sajjad  Za heer was b rought  to 
Quetta for t h e  court a p pe a ra nce, th i s  group wo u ld be 
there to meet  h i m .  In 1 9 5 1-52,  P rogressive Write rs' 
Assoc iat ion · Quetta b ra n c.h was estab l i shed a nd in the :,;ime 
yea r  of 1952 ,  M i r  Gu i  �han  Naseer  b rought out  h is first 
Ba loch i  poetry col lect ion a n d  Azad Jama ld i n i ' s  prose 
book let  with U rd u  t ra n s la t ion  a lso got pub l i shed .  Dur ing 
t h e  same per iod,  a sm a l l  M a rx ist  group  under  the  
l eadersh ip  of Comrade Abd u l  Ka r im formed Ba/ochistan 

Aman (Peace) Committee. Th i s  gro up  had  beg u n  working 
m uch  ear l ie r  t h a n  the  Lut Khano gro u p .  

I n  1 9 5 2 ,  the  Comm issio ner  M u ltan  and  Deputy 
Com mission e r  Dera G haz i  Khan Infl ue nced the Ba loch  t r iba l  
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ch iefs to a nnex  the Koh-i-Sulaiman mounta i n  range with 
P u nja b .  This move was opposed by al l  Ba loch o rgan izat ions 
i nc l uding Baloch League, Ba/och Students' Federation and 

Astaman Gui, fo rmed by B izenjo a n d  P ri nce Kar im.  The 
Ba loch 'i nte l lectua ls ra ised the issue of  a utonomy i n  1 9 5 3 .  
I n  t h e  same yea r, M i r  Abd u l  A z i z  K u rd o n  t h e  beha lf  of  
d iffe rent  tr ibes of Ba loch a reas  issued a statement  
demand ing  the a utonomy of Ba loch  a reas  a n d  a nnexat ion 
of its Pashtoon a reas with front ie r province.  

I n  1955 ,  by i m posing One U n it, the  centra l government  
a n nexed Ba loch ista n with . other a reas  i nto West Pakista n .  
Soon a fte rward,  Azad Jama ld in i  la unched m onth ly  'Ba/ochi' 

from Ka ra ch i  and  pub l ished o rig ina l a n d  as wel l  a s  
tra ns lat ions  o f  internat iona l  progress ive l iterature.  

Afte r h is  re lease from ja i l  in mid-1955, P rince  Kar im a long  
w i th  M o�a m med Hussa i n  U nqa visited Karach i .  B izenjo, G u i  
Khan  N a se e r  a n d  Qad i r  Bakhsh N i zaman i  were a l ready  
there.  T he y  d iscussed about the  fo rmation of  a new 
po l it ica l pa rty and  agreed on  forming the  'Us�oman Gal' 

( Peoples'  Pa rty), which opposed the One  Unit  a n d  
demanded  the  fo rmation of a un ified Ba loch istan p rovince .  
Pr ince  Kar im was  e lected as  pres ident  and  U nqa a s  
secreta ry to t h e  new pa rty. 

Soon after its fo rmat ion,  the. party leadersh ip a nnou nced 
that  Pres ident and other  office bearers wi l l  tour  the  
Jha lawa n a rea . Although the p r im e  m in ister  i m posed b a n  
t o  the  vis it  b u t  party d ec ided t o  d efy the  o rd e rs and  G ui 
Kha n  Na seer  a nd B i zenjo were asked to m a rch  o n  foot to 
Ka lat  from the Khuzdar  city. On the way h u n d reds  of 
peop le  jo ined  them.  

Sens i ng  the g ravity of  the s ituat ion,  the Ka l a t  
a d m i n istrat ion got i n  touch with the  West Pakista n 
government  i n  La hore and  the Ch ief  M in ister D r. K h a n  
Sa h i b  ( b rother  of g reat  freedom fighter  Bacha Kha n )  
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hi mse lf  ca m e  t o  Ka la t  a n d  afte r  negot iat ions  fo r two d ays, 
l i fted the b a n  on Ka rim's  m a rch to Mastung but a sked h i m  
n o t  to ta ke o t h e r  de legates with h im ,  who had  come fro m 
S a rawa n  a nd other  p la ces, which was agreed .  

The l eadersh ip  of  the Ustaman Gui was p a rt of  the 
format ion  of  the  Pak is tan  Nat iona l  Pa rty { P N P ) ,  l a u nched  
o n  2°ct  Dece m be r  1956 i n  La hore .  B i zenjo was  t h e  cent ra l  
work ing comm ittee m e m be r  w i th  Kha n Abdu l  G h a ffa r Kha n 
'Bacha  Khan '  a s  its fi rst P res iden !  . The d e m a n d  of  fu l l  
prov inc ia l  status of  Ba loch istan .-vas i nc luded  i n  t h e  
m a n ifesto of th is n e w  pa rty. Late r, with M au la n a  B h a s h a n i  
fa ct ion of  the  Awa m i  League's m erger, P N P  t ra nsformed 
into a new p a rty n a med National Awami Party {NAP) .  

O n  the  suggest ion  of Pres ident  l ska nd a r  M i rza,  Kha n o f  
K a l a t  o n ce aga i n  beca m e  a ct ive a nd ca l led  a t r i b a l  
a ssem b ly; a tt ended b y  forty fou r  t r i b a l  ch iefs. A de legat ion 
of t ri b a l  c h iefs met  with  l s ka n d a r  M i rza with the  d e m a nd of  
restorat ion of the  p revious status  of Ka la t .  

The government  of Pa k i s tan  got i m p ress ion that  a potent i a l  
rebe l l ion  was  i n  t h e  offi ng, so o n  51h October  1958  a rmy 
moved into Ka la t  u nder  the  co m m a nd of B riga d i e r  Ti kka  
Kha n and a fter  some m i nor  resista nce, Kha n of  Ka lat  wa s 
a rreste d .  At first he  was deta ined  i n  h is  pa l ace ,  l a ter  
sh ifted to La hore.  The  a rmy a lso a rrested fifty of h i s  
reta i n e rs a nd a bout  300  Ba loch po l i ti ca l  a cti v ists fro m 
other  a reas .  The centra l  gove rnment  a rrested Pr i nce .Kar im 
and  a fter  a t ri a l  under  M a rt i a l  Law, he was awarded  14  
yea rs'  r igorous i m pr ison m ent a s· the  gove r n m e n t  had  
a l l eged t h a t  Ka r i m  a nd one  of h is unc l e s  were  secret ly 
negot ia t ing  Afgha n istan fo r a fu l l  sca le Ba loch rebe l l io n 
a n d  fo r t h a t  had  asse m b led  a fo rce of 80,000 tr ibes m e n .  
T h e  o n ly s ign ifica n t  evidence of t he Afgha n s u p port  cou ld  
be ascert a i ned  from the fact th<1 t  d u ri ng that  p e riod ,  
Khan 's  Afg h a n  wife had  gone to v is i t  he r  fa mi ly .  
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After  the a r rest of Pr ince Ka r im,  B i zenjo was chosen as  the  
p res ident  o f  NAP  Ba loch ista n .  A l though po l i t ica l a ct iv it ies 
we re ban ned under M a r · · 1 1  Law regu la t ions but  NAP 
Ba loch istan  cont inued i ts  act iv it ies aga inst  One Un i t  a nd 
m i l ita ry ta keover. Soon NAP leadersh ip, i nc lud ing B izenjo 
was a rrested a nd kept  a t  the  Qul i  Ca m p  Quetta . 

The a rrest of  Khan c reated a deep d iv is ion a mong Ba loch 
and  Pa kistan's centra l  a d m i n i strat ion .  Patro l l i ng 
aggressively, the Pa kista n a rm y  d e m a nded Ba loch to 
de posit the ir  weapons  a t  nea rby pol ice stat io ns, which 
a ngered them as  they cons idered  ca rryi ng wea pon a s  the i r  
r ight .  Th is resu l ted i n  c lashes a t  a few p laces . Menga l t r ibe  
refused to s u rre nder  the  weapons a nd to assert the i r  r ight; 
t hey attacked government  offices at the i r  stronghold of 
Wa dh .  In response to the attack, the a rmy dep loyed its 
t anks and a rt i l l e ry everywhere a n d  a rrested sco res of 
Menga ls .  

The Zehri t ribe u nder  i t s  ch ief  Na u roz  Khan fo rmed a 
hast i ly  assem bled gue r i l la force of a bout  one thousand·  
people .  N i nety yea rs o ld  Nauroz Khan ,  whose p roperty, 
i nc lud ing h i s  pe rso na l  house wa s bom bed and  confiscated .  
He however cont inued the  h it and  run ac t ions  fo r more 
than  a yea r, the reafter  a n  ag ree_m e nt was reached,  once 
a ga i n  on  the  Kora n .  The Pak ista n a d m i n ist rat ion  once aga in  

,vio lated its comm itment  and  a rrested Na uroz Khan ,  h i s  son  
a nd  five others.  The  death  sentence  to Nauroz  Khan was 
co nve rted i nto l i fe i m p ri sonment  and  he  d ied in prison i n  
1 964; but the ot'he r  s ix  i nc lud ing  h i s  son M i r  Bhatt e  Khan ,  
M i r  Wa l i  Moha m med Khan  Za ra kza i ,  M i r  Bahawal  Kha n 
M us ian i ,  M i r  M ust i  Khan  M usia n i ,  M i r  Sabza l  Khan  Zehr i  
a nd  M i r  Ghu lam Rasoo l  Ja thak  we re fo und gu i l ty of h ig h  
t reason a nd were ha nged in  1 9 6 0  i n  t he  Hydera bad J a i l .  

A short w h i l e  afte r  t he  l ife sentence was p ronounced o n  
N a u roz Khan, Agha S u l t a n  I b ra h i m  K h a n  Ahmedza i, i n  a 
show of bravado a_nd inte nse provocat ion ,  left fo r 
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Afgha n ista n wi th  the  i ntent ion  to l aunch  a movement  
aga i nst t he  government .  On  the  way h is jeep co l l ided with 
a lo rry. H e  was ba d ly i nj u red  i n  t he  acc ident  and  
succ u m bed to h i s  i nj u r ies .  He  was b u ried i n  the  Afghan  c i ty 
of Ka n d h a r . H i s  son Ag ha Abd u l  Za h i r, who ret u rned from 
Kandhar  fo l lowing h i s  fa the r' s  death ,  was a rrested .  U n d e r  
severe tort u re b y  t h e  a rmy, h e  revea led names  o f  severa l 
peop le  i nc l u d i ng B izenjo, who was rece nt ly  re leased fro m 
Machh  Ja i l ,  i m p l i cat ing  them as  acco m p l ices of h i s  la te  
fa t he r. A l l  of them were a rrested a n d put  i n  t he  Qu l i  Cam p 
Quetta w he re a l l  of t hem  were kept  un der  m i l i t a ry custody 
fo r s i x  mont hs, w h e re a l l  sorts  of to rt u res were meted out 
to t he m .  

NA P  l e a de rs h i p  i n c l u d ing  K h a i r  B a k hsh Ma rr i  {d ied on  101h 
Ju ne,  2014) ,  Att a U l l a h  Menga l  a n d  B i zenjo dec ided to ho ld  
a pub l i c  meeti ng in  Quett a o n  22nd Augu st 1962 ,  the  eve of  
the  expected a rr iva l of  Ayub K han  and  Governor  Nawab. 
Ka labagh to at tend  the  Ba loch  Darbar .  M i r  Rasool  Ba khsh 
Ta l p u r  a nd  M a u l a n a  Ka n p u ri fro m Hydera bad S indh a lso 
attended th i s  p u b l ic meet i ng, w h ich att racted a l a rge 
n u mbe r  of peo p le .  J n  the fo l low up of th i s  successful 
meet ing, the Ba loch l eaders h i p  of NAP with the consent  of 
NAP Karach i  l eadersh ip ,  dec ided to ho ld s im i la r  m e et ing at 
Liya ri, a Ba loch d o m i nated a rea  of Karach i .  The pol ice 
seized the venue  a n d a rrested Nawa b Akbar Bugt i  who had 
rece nt ly been s t r ipped -off h is s tatus  as B ugt i  t r ibe ch ief. 
The meet ing  was  c a l l ed-off but  two days l a ter  i t  was 
orga n ized aga i n .  As the fa l lou t  of  t h i s  meet i ng, M e nga l  was 
a rrested on the fo l low ing  day of  the meet ing .  

B i zenjo was a l so a r rested a ft e r  h is tou r  of East  Benga l ,  a nd 
sentenced fo r two yea rs' i m p risonment  u n d e r  F ront ier  
Cr ime Reg u la t ion  (FCR)  and sent  fi rst to Machh  Ja i l  and  a 
few days l a ter  to Hyd e ra bad j a i l .  

T h e  F C R  was  e nacted b y  B r i ti s h  E m pire i n  1867 t o  give t h e  
government  a d d it i o n a l  powers to p rosecute ser ious cr imes 
such as  m u rder .  I t  was re-e nacted  i n  1873 wi th  m i n o r  
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modifi cati o ns,  a n d  aga [n in 1877 as  the "Ghaz i  Act" fo r its 
use in the front ie r  d ist r icts .  

The regu la t ion  was fo und  to be i nadeq uate to conta i n  
Pashtun opposit ion  to B rit ish and  gove rnment  ru le ,  s o  new 
acts have to been added to it from t ime to t ime .  The m a i n  
body o f  t he  reg u l at ions  was i n t rod uced th rough t h e  
Fronti e r  Cr imes  Regu la ti o n  o f  190 1 .  

I n  1947, the  new state o f  Pak istan a d d e d  the  c la use 
t h rough wh ichthe res ide nts cou ld  be a rrested without  
specify ing  the  cr ime.  The FCR permitted co l lect ive 
p u n ishments  of fa m i ly o r  tr ibe mem bers fo r the  cr ime of 
a n  i n d iv idua l .  I t  perm itted pun i shment to be meted out by 
une lected t r i ba l  jirgasa n d  d e n ied the accused the right to 
t r ia l  by j u d ic iary .  Tr iba l  ch iefs could a lso be he ld  
respo ns ib le  fo r h a nd i ng over suspects charged by the  
federa l  government  wi thout  specifyi ng a n  offe nce .  F a i l u re 
to comp ly co u ld  m a ke the  t r iba l  ch iefs l i ab le  fo r 
pun i shment .  

The  remova l of  Sardar  Atta U l l a h  Menga l  from the  M e nga l  
ch iefta i n sh ip  had  i n fur iated the  Menga l t r ibe .  Same was  
the  case wi th  Ma rr is, after  the removal of Nawa b Kha i r  
Bakhsh  Ma rr i .  The M e nga ls  under  the  co mmand  o f  M ir A l i  
Mohammed Moham medza i  and  Ma rr is led  by Sher 
Mohamme d  Marr i  rose aga inst the  m i l i t a ry re press ions .  
Bugt is  under  Mewa Khan Bugti  fo l low the su i t .  To counter  
th i s  s i tuat ion ,  the  gove rnment  used the  m i l i ta ry force in  
J h a lawan,  M a rr i  and Bugt i  a reas .  Th is  a rmy aggressio n led  
to other  t r i bes joi n i ng the  resista nce .  I n  the meant ime the 
e n rage d Me nga l  and Ma rri t ribesmen k i l led Kha n Bahad u r  
M i r Kara m  K h a n  Menga l  a n d  K h a n  Sa h i b  M i r  Doda Kha n 
M a rr i ,  whom the governme nt had i n sta l l ed  as ch i efs of the  
two t ribes i n  p lace of the  'sacked'  ones .  Atta U l l ah  and  h i s  
b rother  M a h e r  U l l a h  a lo ng w i th  the i r  father  were  charged 
with the mu rder  of Mir  Ka ram Khan a n d  ta ken i n to 
custody.  Afte r  co m p let ing h is  sentence of two yea rs, 
B i zenjo t r ied  h i s  best to have reco nc i l i a t ion  betwee n  the  
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gove r n m e n t  and  the  Ba loch leadersh ip  bu t  fa i led . This 
fa i l u re was m a i n ly  due to the a r rogant  a nd 
u n co m p rom is ing  a t t itude  of mi i i ta ry ru l e r  G e n era l  Ay u b  
Kha n .  

For  the  1964 i n d i rect e lections o f  the  Nation a l  Asse m b ly, 
B i ze njo was the Co m bined Oppos i t ion Pa rty (CO P )  
ca nd idate in  the  Ka l a t  d iv is ion const i t u e n cy.  The  
gover n m e nt us ed  unfa i r  means  to p revent h is  en try into 
a ssem b ly by a rrest ing h i s  pol l ing agents  a n d b a rr ing h is  
const i tue nts to cast  the ir  votes in  h is  favor.  He  lost to a 
governme nt  su pported ca n d idate Sardar  Doda K h a n .  

For  t h e  1 9 6 5  pres identi a l  e lections, t h e  o p positi o n  
nom ina ted Fa t ima  J i n n a h  (s ister  o f  M o h a m m e d  A l i  J i nna h )  
t o  contest  aga i nst G e n e ra l  Ayu b  K h a n .  B i zenjo was g ive n 
respon s ib i l i t ies  of r u n n i ng her  ca m pa ign i n  Ba loch ista n A 
few d a ys b efo re the  e l ect ions, h e  was a rreste d .  The s a m e  
year  w i tnessed the  wa r betwee n I n d ia a nd Pak ista n a nd 
the  NAP ra n k  a n d  fi le  deve loped d i ffe re nces o n  the  issue of  
w a r, whereas  i t ' s  Punjab, S i ndh  a nd Pa khtoo nkhawa 
cha pte rs were d iv ided but  the  Ba loch istan  chapter  
u na n i m o us ly  opposed the  war .  

The 1 9 65 wa r had weake ned Ayu b  Khan  a nd bes ide B h utt o, 
who exp lo i ted the  m a ss fre nzy aga inst I n d ia ,  The Ba loch  
l eaders h i p a lso took adva ntage of the  r ift w i th i n  ru l i ng  
c l i que .  The fe dera l  m i n is ter  M a h m ood H a roon had  vacated 
a nat io n a l  asse mb ly  seat, cove r ing some pa rts of  Karach i  
a n d a port ion of Ba loch ista n .  Ayu b  K h a n  wa nted h i s  
p rotege,  K h a n  B a h a d u r  H a b ib U l l a h  P a ra cha  to be  e lected 
fro m this seat,  but  the Governor  N a w a b  K a l a bagh  and  
H a roon wa nted to show the i r  m uscles to Ayu b  Khan  a n d 
p re p a red ' B i zenjo to co ntest aga inst  Ayu b  Kha n's nom inee . 
With  t h e  s u p port  of ca p i ta l i st H a roon fa m i l y  a n d  Ba loch 
n a tiona l i s ts  and Left ist worke rs, B izenjo defeated  Pa racha ,  
one  of  the  lead ing ind ustr ia l ists of t he  country.  
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In June  1 966, the cu rrency notes with stamped One Unit 
tor do ( undo t he One U nit )  were c i rcu lat ing i n  the  count ry .  
On charge of possess ion of such c urrency n otes, B izenjo 
was a rrested and taken to Quert a J a i l .  After  1 5  days, his 
tr ia l  began  i n  the  jai l  and co up le of hea r ing later  he was 
sentenced to 14 yea rs' rigorous i m priso n m e nt, t aken  to 
Sukkur  (S ind h)  by road a nd a fterward to M ontgomery ( now 
Sah iwa l  Punjab )  J a i l  by t ra i n .  After  some time he  was 
sh i fted to Sa rgod ha Ja i l .  
Meanwhi le  the la rgest progress ive party i n  the  country 
NAP sp l i t  i n  two p ro-Ch i na  a n d  p ro-Soviet factions.  The 
Ba loch cad re jo ined the p ro-Soviet factio n led by Kha n 
Abd u l  Wal i  Khan .  

Genera l  Ayu b  Khan  succ u m bed to  the mass  movement 
across the country and on  25th M a rc h  1 9 69 handed over 
power to the Army Chief  Genera l  Yahya K h a n, who soon 
after assuming the power d i sso lved t he One  U nit a n d  
resto red p rovinces i nc lud ing Ba loch ist a n  a nd a n n o u nced 
the fi rst adult  fran ch ised gene ra l e lect ions  in  the  cou ntry, 
that were held on  7th December  1 970. In B a lochistan ,  NAP 
a nd i ts  a l l y  J a m iat  U l a m a-i- I sl a m  (JU I )  won the majority of 
the provinc ia l  asse m b ly seats and a l l  the n at io n a l  assembly  
seats.  

The m i l i ta ry junta was not ready to a ccept the e lection 
results,  especi a l ly in the Benga l ,  where Awam i  League 
unde r Sheikh M uj i b  had won an a bsolute m ajority .  Sens ing 
a n  i nevi tab le use of  fo rce by the  a rmy, democrat ic  
leadersh ip  i n i t iated the i r  effo rts to reach an a greement to 
defuse the s i tuat ion .  For th i s  purpose Wa l i  Khan  a n d  
B i zenjo reached Dha ka on  1 3th M a rch 1 9 7 1  to ho ld  ta l ks 
with Muj i b .  Du ring the i r  meeti ngs, Wa l i  a nd B i zenjo  
persuaded M uj i b  to meet President  Yahya K h a n .  Next day  
Ya hya Kh a n  reached Dha ka a n d  m e t  w i th  Wa l i  a n d  B ize njo . 
But  those ta l ks could not bear  a ny resu lt  a n d  o n  24th 
M a rch, M uj i b  to ld both Wal i  Khan a n d  B izenjo that  they 
shou ld leave Dhaka a s  t he Pakistan Army had decided to 
l a unch a m i l i t a ry operat ion with i n  coup le  o f  d ays.  Genera l  
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Yahya convened a m eeting of the  Nat iona l  Assemb ly 
mem bers from the West Pa kista n, wh ich B izenjo avoided to  
attend a nd instead of tha t  went to see Com rade IVlon i  
S ingh  of the Communist Pa rty, who c la imed that  'who le 
Benga l i  nat ion had taken decis ion of the  nat iona l  l i berat ion 
which c a nnot  be washed away'.  Ge nera l  Ya hya a l so advised 
Wa l i  Kh a n  to leave Dha ka,  so next day the 2 51h M a rch,  both 
Wai i  Khan a nd B i zenjo f lew back  to K a rach i .  

The m i l i tary j unta refused to a ccept  the peo p les' verd ict in  
favor of Awa m i  League an d  by  a nnouncing the 
postponement of the Nationa l  Assem bly session; it sta rted 
the m i l i ta ry operat ion agai nst the Benga l i s .  Tho usa nds of 
B enga l i s  c rossed the border into Ind ia .  The Pak ista n Army 
massa c red a nd raped Benga l is, m ostly the civi l i ans .  
According to the Bengal i  nat iona l ists and later  by the 
Bang lades h  governme nt, over th ree m i l l ion Benga l i s, 
especi a l ly writers, inte l lectua ls  an d  po l it ica l workers were 
m u rd ered, whi le  th i rty thousand Benga l i  women were 
raped.  Mukti Bahni started a n  a rm e d  struggle aga inst the  
Pa k istan  Army, which su rrendered to the I nd i an  a rmy on 
1 61h December  1971 in  the  Dhaka .  

B a ng ladesh came into being an d  B hutto took  ove r the  
power a s  President an d  the c iv i l i an  Ch ief  M a rt ia l Law 
Admin istrator. In h is  first a d d ress to the nation, he 
expressed h is wi l l ingness to cooperate with NAP and l i fted 
the  ban i m posed on  it  by Genera l  Ya hya Khan.  He  in it iated 
t a l ks with Wal i  Khan a nd offered to induct Nawa b  M a rri in 
h is cab inet but a p pointed p ro minent Peop les' Pa rty leaders 
in  a l l  fou r  p rovinces as  G overnors.  NAP  with its a l l y  J U I, 
had  a c lear  majority in  Ba lochistan  a nd Front ier  p rovinces 
so  the i r  nominees shou ld have been a ppo inted in both 
p rovinces.  This denia l  of  e lectora l m a ndate a ngered the 
N A P  cadre .  After long negot iat ion the powe r in both 
p rovinces was handed over to the  NAP-J U I  coa l i t ion .  I n  
B a loch ista n ,Mi r  G ho us B a khsh  B i zenjo was  appo inted the  
G overnor, who took  oa th  of h is  offi ce on 28h  Apr i l  1972.  
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NAP nom ina ted Sardar  Atta U l l a h  Menga l as the Ch ief  
M i n ister  of  Ba loch istan,  who took oath and  assumed office 
on 1 !1 May as  the fi rst e lected Ch ief  M in ister of 
Ba loch ista n .  As it  wa s the  I nterna t iona l La bor  Day, so the 
pub l ic  meet ing joi n t ly orga n ized by NAP, BSO and  other  
orga n izat ions  honored Hab ib  J a l i b, the  great  resista nce 
poet as ch ief guest, who e lectrif ied the  a u d ience with h is  
poet ry. 

Bh utto was uncomforta b le  with NAP prov inc ia l  
gove rnme nt,  whi le  across the border, i t  was una ccepta b le  
to the  ne igh bor ing Shah  of I ra n .  As  the  US I m per ia l ist tout,  
the Shah of I ran co u ld  not to lerate a government  with 
Ba loch nat iona l i s t  and an t i - imper ia l ist  e lements .  

A coup le of weeks before NAP fo rmed its government  in  
Ba loch istan ,  t he re had been widespread a nt i - I ran  protests 
t h roughout the p rovince and i n  Ba loch populated a reas of 
Karach i  to condem n the  atroc it ies of Shah Regime i n  
I ra n i a n  Ba ioch ista n .  Portraits o f  Shah, d isp layed at  t h e  
I ra n i a n  Cu l tu ra l  Centre a n d  t h e  resta ura nts owned by 
I ran i ans  were torn and  set on f ire .  Arrests on a l a rge sca le 
fo l lowed the protests and  many a mong them were 
members of NAP o r  BSO.  

i n  th i s  host i le  atmosphere and before the  NAP government 
had sett led  down, B h u tto invited Pri ncess Ash raf Peh lvi, 
s ister of Shah  I ran  to visit Quetta . With re luctance NAP-J U I  
provinc ia l  coa l i t ion  government  decided t o  welcome the 
fo reign guest .  However Bh utto d id  not trusted the 
Ba loch ista n government  and  asked h is supporte rs fro m 
other  provi nces to gather  i n  Quetta d u ring Pr in cess' v is i t .  
Among them were fo rty a rmed persons b rought  from 
Front ie r  by Khan  Abd u l  Qayum K h a n .  

On 1 91 11 M a y 1 972,  Princess Ash raf a rrived i n  Quett a  and  on 
the n ight of 201h  Pres ident  Bh utto hosted a banq uet i n  her 
honor at the  Governor House .  J u st as the guests were 
seated fo r d i nner, a group  of people,  cons ist ing of Ba loch 
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a n d Pashtoon  yo uths, a rr ived a t  the  m a i n  gate of t h e  
Gove rnor  H ouse.  They were ca rry ing the  d e a d  body of a 
young m a n , a l l eged ly k i l l ed  i n  f i r ing by Qayum Khan 's  m e n .  
I t  w a s  a n  i m promptu  demo nstra t ion  a n d  p rotest .  On t h e  
req uest of  t h e  Gove rnor  B i zenjo  t h e  crowd d ispersed . 

Soon  after  com ing  to the power, NAP gove rnment  
p roceeded to i n t roduce im porta n t  refo rms o n  va r ious  
sectors .  I n  th is  rega rd Nawab Kha i r  B a khsh  Ma rr i ,  who was  
t h e  Prov inc i a l  NAP pres ide nt ,  moved a reso lu t ion  i n  t he  
p rovi n c i a l  asse m b ly, reco m m e n d i ng the  a bo l it ion  of  
Sardari syste m .  Ch ief  M i n ister  Menga l seconded the  
reso l ut io n .  S i nce the  Br i t i sh  Ra j ,  the  Sa rdar i  system was the  
cen t ra l  government 's  doma in ,  so the p rovi nc i a l  assem b ly 
sent  t h i s  resol ut ion ,  pa ssed by two t h irds major i ty, to the  
fe dera l gove rnm ent .  The p rovinc i a l  government  m a d e  
m a ny pro posa l s  regard i ng l a n d  a l locat ion to t h e  nomads, 
a bo l iti o n  of  l a n d  reve n u e  on  ho ld i ngs of less t h a n  12 acres  
of l a n d ,  freedom of the p ress a nd dec la ra t ion  of U rdu  a s  
the offi c i a l  la nguage o f  the p rovince a s  t h e  Ba loch i  
la ngu age was  not  deve lo ped a s  was  the  case  of S i ndh i .  

The fo rm ation  of Ba loch  nat io n a l ists led NAP  gove rnment  
i n  B a loch ista n b rought  a s i gh  of re l ief to the  l eft ist workers 
a l l  ove r the count ry, many of them now were gett i ng  
refuge, a fte r esca p i ng espec i a l ly fro m the  a t roc it ies of  
M u mtaz B h utto led PPP  govern m e n t  i n  S indh  a nd G h u l a m  
M u stafa K h a r  l e d  provi nc ia l government  i n  Punj a b .  
Comrade  Sobho G i a ncha nd a n i ,  J a m  Saq i ,  G h u l a m  
M o h a m med Lagha r i ,  H a b i b  J a l i b  a n d m a ny others s p e n t  
m o s t  of t he i r  t ime  i n  Ba loch is tan  d u ri ng, t h i s  per iod .  

Pak i st a n  M ed i ca l Associat ion,  under  the leadersh i p  of  
p rogress ive doctors a nd progressive wr ite rs a l so he ld the i r  
meet i ngs a n d co nfe re nces d u ri ng  NAP gove rnment  i n  
Quetta .  The a p po i ntme nt of p rogress ive and  l i be r a l  
i n t e l le ctu a l  P rofessor K a ra r  H ussa i n  a s  t h e  Vice Chance l lo r  
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of the Ba loch ista n U n ivers ity was g reeted with j u b i l a tion a l l  
over the country .  

The issue of expuls ion of non-Ba lochista n i  government  
emp loyees from the p rovincia l job se rvices p l ayed a vita l 
ro le i n  worsen ing centre-p rovince re lat ions .  B h utto 
explo ited t h is in  Punja b, which was the base of the a rmy 
and  h is strongho ld ;  the  e m ployees be long ing  to the Punja b 
we re supposedly going to be the m ost a ffected by th is 
decis ion .  

When  the  One U n it was d isma nt led in  1970 a n d  West 
Pak istan gove rn ment ceased to ex ist, thousa nds of  surp lus  
government  emp loyees were sent  to  the Ba loch ista n and  
we �e posted in  various government departments .  A lthough 
i t  was c lea rly written i n  the One U nit Dissol ution Act that  
after  a t ime period these employees wi l l  be sent to  the i r  
respective provinces/depa rtme nts but  they were st i l l  
working in  Ba loch ista n when N A P  c a m e  t o  t h e  power. The 
new prov inc ia l  gove rnment wanted to p rovide em p loyment  
to  the yo uth of  the  province.  Th i s  move, a lthough l a ter  
on ly part i a l ly im plemented, created a bad impression of  
the p rovi nc ia l  gove rnme nt, especi a l ly i n  Punja b, where i t  
was seen as  a nt i -Punja bi move. 

The Lasbela e p isode of J anuary 1973 was the last nai l  in 
the coffi n of re lat ions between Federa l  and Ba lochistan  
gove rnments .  The  J a mot t r i be  a n d  i t s  ch ief  J a m  G h u l am 
Qa d i r  had  a lways be e n  supporters of the centra l  
governments .  At the t ime of t he  ind uction of  NAP 
governm ent,  J am Yousif ( later ch ief m i n ister Ba loch ista n 
d u r ing Genera l  Musharaf government )  son of the  ch iefta i n  
Jam G h u lam Qad i r  had  a rrest wa rra nts agai nst h i m  and  was 
l iv ing outs ide Ba loch ista n .  Acco rd ing to Ba loch  nat iona l ists, 
on the in st igat ion of the federa l  gove rnment offic ia ls  he, 
accompa n ied by Ba loch ista n PPP Pres ident Aman  U l l a h  
G i ch k i  en tered Ba lochdan and  was t a k e n  i nto custody.  
This caused resentment among the  J a mot tr ibesmen,  who 
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resorted to  lawlessness b y  cutt ing te lephone a nd power 
tra nsmiss ion l i nes  a n d  threate ned  to bre a k  the ja i l .  The 
p rovinc i a l  government  dep loyed its force in Lasbe la 
d istr ict .  O n  the other hand, the Ch ief  of Army Staff G e n e ra l  
T ikka Kha n o rd e red  the a rmy to stat ion i n  the d is t rict .  

O n  14th February 1973,  Bizen: • met  B hutt o in R awal p i n d i  
Pres idency. I t  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  t h e i r  l a st meet ing a s  t h e  
Governor a n d  t h e  Pres ident .  Dur ing the meet i ng  B h utto's 
pe rson a l  servant d e l ivered the d ism issa l  o rd e rs o f  B i zenjo 
as the provinc ia l Governor .  S a m e  day he  flew back to 
Quetta,  where he was rece ived by t h e  p rovi nc ia l  cab inet .  
From a irport he went  to the protest meet ing aga i nst  h i s  
d is m issa l .  I n  h i s  s peech he  pa cif ied the charged c rowd . 
When a s  the Ch ief  M i n ister B a loch ista n,  Atta U l l a h  M e ng a l  
w a s  a d d ress ing the  m eeti ng, the  n ews of t h e  d i smissa l  o f  
the  f irst ever e l ected nat iona l i st Ba lochista n government  
and  a p po int ing  Nawa b  Akba r B ugti  a s  Gove rnor  came .  

O n  17th Fe bruary, B i zenjo  was  on  h is  way  for I s l am a ba d  to 
attend the Nat io n a l  Assem bly sess ion when his secreta ry 
B . M .  Kutty, a progress ive i m m igra nt  from I n d i a n  state of  
Ke ra la,  was a rrested at  the  La horeAi rport without 
p rovid i ng a ny reasons of h is dete ntio n .  Few days later ,  he 
was imp l icated a s  the  co-accused in an i l lega l a r m s  
recovery case a n d  w a s  ha nded over t o  the  notor ious 
Federal  Security Force ( FSF ) .  After  the d ism issa l o f  the 
Ba loch i sta n government, the Frontie r gove rn m e n t  resigned  
i n  p rotest.  

On 1 51h August 1973, the ve ry next day of the adopti on  of 
the u n a n i mous ly passed const itut ion ,  one of its s ig nato ry 
M i r  G hous Bakhsh  B i zenjo was a rrested from h i s  M P  hostel  
roo m  i n  I s l amabad .  S a m e  n ight  Nawa b  Kha i r  Ba khsh  M a rri 
a n d  Sa rd a r  Atta U l l ah  M e nga l  were a l so a rrested from 
Quetta . 
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On 81h February 1975, P P P  Leader  Hayat M o h a m med Kha n 
Sherpao was k i l l ed  i n  a bo m b  b last i n  Peshawar .  The 
federa i  government  a ccused NAP for  th i s  i nc ident  a n d  
ban ned i t  th rough a refe re nce fi led i n  t h e  Su preme Co urt 
of Pa kista n .  Hear ing  fo r t h is l a sted forty fo u r  days between 
J u n e  a n d September  1975 .  Mea nwh i le, the re ma in i ng  NAP 
lea d e rsh ip  i n c l ud i ng i ts  Centra l P reside n t  Wal i  Khan a n d  
revo lu t iona ry poet H a b i b  J a l i b  a n d  others were a lso 
a rrested a nd eventua l ly sh ifted to Hydera bad J a i l  in S i n d h  
t o  b e  t ried under  the  Hyderabad Consp i racy Case . 

After  the d ismissa l  of t he  NAP prov inc ia l  government  i n  
Ba loch istan a n d res ignat ion  i n  p rotest b y  the  NAP 
prov inc i a l  gove rnment  of  NWFP,  the l eadersh i p  of  the NAP 
was accused of p l ott ing a re be l l ion  aga i nst  the  state with 
the support of fo reign powers a n d  was t ra i led  u n d e r  the 
'Hyd era bad Co nsp i racy Case ' .  The a ccused were i n c l uded 
Khan Abd u l  Wal i  Khan ,  M i r G h ous Bakhsh B i zenjo, Ajma l  
Kha ttak,  Sa rd a r  K h a i r  Ba khsh  M a rri ,  Sa rd a r  Atta U l l a h  
M e nga l ,  G u i  K h a n  Naseer, M a i raj Moham med Khan ,  M ir A l i  
B akhsh Ta lpu r, Kaswar  Ga rd ez i ,  H a b i b  J a l ib ,  Najam Seth i  
a nd others .  The t ra i l  cont i nued  fo r th ree years a nd e nded 
a fter  Genera l  Zia i m posed M a rt i a l  Law i n  the  count ry .  

The day, when Hab ib  Ja l i b  was a rrested i n  t h is case ,  was 
the th ird day of mourn ing  the death  of  his e ldest  so n Tah i r  
Abbass .  J a l i b  wrote m a ny poems i n  the memory of h is  son 
i n  the i ncarnat io n .  Yahya Ba kht iyar  a dvocate represented 
the  state a n d M i a n  M a hm ood Al i  Kasur i ,  Ab id  H assan 
M a nto a n d  Az iz  U l l a h She ikh  re presented the  a ccused i n  
th i s  case .  

D u ri ng the case procee d i ngs when Ja l ib  was asked to 
p lead ,  he remai ned s i l e nt,  o n  th i s  the  j udge J u stice R i a z  
s a i d  ' i t  w as  r ight o f  accused to p lead  h is  ca se  or no t  but  a t  
least  t h e  poet shou ld  n o t  de pr ive a ud ie nce o f  h i s  poetry' . 
O n  th i s  J a l i b  recited h i s  G h a z a l  ' Yeh Munsif Bhi to Qoidi 
Hain, Humoin lnsof Kiyo Denge . . . . L ikha Hai Unke Choheron 
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Par Jo Hum Ko Fa is/a Denge . . .  ' {These J u dges a re a lso the 
p risoners what j ustice they wou ld  do with us . . . . .  the ve rd ict 
fo r us is writte n on  the i r  fa ces) .  

The ba n  o n  NAP a nd the a rrests o f  its l eadersh i p  c reated a 
vacuum i n  the l i be ra l  a n d  p rogress ive po l it ics . A section of 
second a nd th i rd t ie r of NAP cad re, who had not been  
a rrested ,  sta rted po l it ica l de bate on  the fo rmation of a 
new po l iti ca l  e ntity. As a resu lt, o n  1 51h Nove m b e r  1975, a 
ne w pa rty to be  ca l l ed  Nationa l  Democratic Pa rty ( N DP)  
was fo rmed at the Karach i  res idence of a P u nj a b  based 
Ba loch ch iefta i n  Sherbaz  Khan  Maza ri, who beca me  its fi rst 
Pres ident. Ho wever most of the Ba loch ista n cad re kept 
away from the new party . 

Accord i ng to B . M .  Kutty, d u r ing the Hyd e ra bad  Consp i racy 
Case tri a l  once B h utto asked h i m  to co nvey h i s  wish t_o 
m eet B izenjo  i n  o ne-to-one meeti ng .  K utty co m m un i cated 
th i s  message to B i zenjo,  who refused to meet B h utto but 
nevertheless suggeste d that he shou ld  meet Wa l i  Khan, 
who was the p res ident of the defu nct NAP.  B h utto was 
re lucta nt to have a me eti ng with Wa l i  Khan so th is 
i n itiative of reco nc i l iation  fa i l ed  to br ing  out a ny resu lt. 
After  the a n n o u nce m e nt of the 1977  genera l  e lecti ons ,  
B h utto a n no u n ced  to re lease Sardar  Atta U l l a h  M e nga l ,  
B i zenjo's son B i zen  and few other  Ba loch p riso n e rs .  Soon 
a fte r h i s  re lease,  M e nga l  proceeded to Lo ndon  fo r med ica l 
treatm ent. 

Afte r the e lectio ns, the r ight wing op posit ion a l l ia nce 
Pa k ista n Natio n a l  A l l iaflce { PNA) l au nched an agitation ,  
fi rst on  the i ssue  of  the e l ecto ral  rigg ing  a n d  later  on  the 
d e m a n d  of enforc ing I s lamic  system i n  the cou ntry. Du r ing 
the agitation B i zenjo sent a message to B h utto through h is  
co nfid e nt Kutty to _ h o ld a serious  d ia logue with op posit ion 
a l l ia nce,  otherwise he  cou ld  be overth rown by  the  m i l itary .  
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D u ring  the opposit ion agitat ion seriou s  d iffe rences 
emerged with i n  the ra n ks of the defunct NAP, whose m a ny 
members had  jo ined the N OP, now a component of the  
PNA, which was host i le to Bh utto a nd so  was  not  ave rse to  
br ing Army i n  power to  oust Bhutto. O n  the other  ha nd, 
opponents of this pol icy led by B izenjo were a lso opposing 
the  pol ic ies · of B hutto but  were not support ive of the 
mi l i tary i ntervent ion.  Dur ing the PNA movement Genera l  
Z ia ,  s t i l l  COAS u nder  a n  e lected government, pa id  a couple 
of v is i ts  to Hydera bad Ja i l  and met few Pashtoon leaders 
inc lud ing  Wa l i  Khan .  Th is  happen ing p layed a m ajor role i n  
generat ing  m istrust between Ba loch a n d  Pashtoon leaders .  

After th e  im posit ion of Mart ia l  Law by G e ne ra l  Z ia ,  the 
admin istrat ion offered to re lease prisoners o n  ba i l. a nd 
a fter complet ing form a l it ies pave way for the a bo l it ion  of 
t ri bu na l .  Wa l i  K ha n  a n d  few other NAP leaders a ccepted 
the offer and were re leased on  bai l  in December  1977 but  
B izenjo a n d  Kha i r  Bakhsh  M a rri  refused to  a ccept th is  a n d  
demanded their  uncond it iona l re lease a nd withdrawa l  of 
the consp i ra cy case,  u lt imately they were re leased i n  
J anu ary 1978.  After  the ir  re lease Wa l i  K h a n  a n d  other 
Pashtoon leaders immediately joined the NOP but  the 
Ba loch leadersh i p  stayed away.  

The Afgh an Saur revolut ion,  under Noor Mohammed 
Ta ra k a i  brought a nother sp i rit i n  the B a loch nat ional i st 
moveme nt. With one of its early  steps, the  Afghan  
revolut ion a ry government dec lared mother tongues 
i nc lud ing Ba lochi  a s  the Nat iona l  La nguages of the  country .  
T h e  Ba lo c h  po l it ica i forces inc lud ing BSO welcomed the  
move a n d  s up ported the revo lution from day  one .  To 
counter the secu l a r  a n d  p rogressive tende nc ies  a mong the 
B a loch populat ion, the Afg ha n  refugees were sett led i n  
major towns o f  B a loch istan .  

During Apr i l  1979, Bizenjo ca l led a meeting o f  l i ke-minded 
pol i tica l workers in  Karach i  a nd  formed Pak istan Nat iona l  
Pa rty ( PN P) and  ca l led a Pakistan level convent ion of 
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pol itical  workers in  Ka rachi  o n  1�1 J une, which e lected 
Bizenjo as the party's first Pres ident .  The Nat iona l 
Progressive Pa rty, t h e  po l itica l fro nt of t h e  Comm unist 
Party of Pak ista n under  Aizaz Naz ir  a lso merged  i nto P N P  in 
1982, and  got 80% of the  central  co m m itt e e  seats in the 
1986 Nati ona l  Counci l  meeting he ld in M u ltan,  but  in t h e  
sa m e  yea r  t h e y  dec ided to j o i n  oth e r  forces without 
Bize njo to form the  Awa m i  Nat iona l Pa rty under the 
leadership of Wal i  Khan.  Later Afghan P res ident  Dr .  
Naj ibu l l ah  t ried  to u nify the  ANP-PNP, when B izenjo and 
others v is i ted Kabul  in 1989 to  att end Afghan  revo lution 
a nn iversa ry, b u t  fa i led a s  leade rs were not ready to leave 
the i r  respect ive posit ions.  

After  the 1 960 insurgency, on one hand Pa kist� n a rmy 
esta b l ished its ga rriso ns in var ious areas  of Ba lochistan and 
on the other  the e m e rging Ba loch mi l i tant  leadersh ip  took 
the  Marxism a s  ideology a nd internat iona l  Socia l ist 
movement q u ite seriously.  During t hat  period a towering 
Ba loch gueri l la  l eader  Sher Mohamed M a rr i  e m e rged,  
whose father  a nd a n  u ncle had  been in ja i l  d uring t h e  
Brit ish per iod.  Sher  Moha med Ma rri, h imself spent a l most 
fo u rteen years as p ri soner, once befo re part i t ion and twice 
in  Pak istan 

Nawab Khair B a k hsh Ma rri a nd Sardar Atta U l l a h  M engal 
had been e lected to  Nat iona l  Assem bly cam e  into being by 
the 1962 constit uti o n  of  Genera l  Ayu b K h a n .  Though 
l imited pol i t ical  act iv it ies were a l lowed in  the country but 
Ba loch istan was st i l l  u n d e r  m a ny restrictions.  

Although the  President of Pa kistan  B h utto had 
a l legedd uring  e a rly  1 970s that  Sher  M o h a m m e d  Marri, 
popu larly known a s  G e n e ra l  Sherov beca use of h is left ist 
t ho ughts had  l i nks wit h Soviet Union b ut t h e  pro M oscow 
Co m m unist Pa rty of Pak istan never supported  his efforts of 
orga n iz ing an armed struggle in Ba lochistan . 
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For more t ha n  two years, Sher Moh a m m ed M a rri and h is 
i n it i a l  n uc leus  of a bout twenty ideologica l com rades 
q u iet ly la id the i r  p l an , seek ing to get a network of base 
ca m ps i n  p lace befo re tak ing on the a rmy .  They named 
the i r  movement  'Parori', a Ba loch i  word to descr ibe a 
person or  group  wi th  grievances that  ca n not be resolved 
t h rough negoti a ti o n s .  By J u ly 1963 ,  they had esta b l i shed 
twenty two base camps of var ious s izes sp read over 45,000 
square m i les from the M e ngal  t r iba l  a rea of J ha lawa n in 
the so uth ,  where Ali Moha m med Me nga l was Commander  
to the  M a rr i  and  Bugt i  a rea in  the nor th .  

The  Pararis, be l iev ing i n  Ba loch i  fo lk  sa yi ng that  'The 
mounta ins  a re Ba loc h 's fo rts, The peaks a re better  tha n a n  
a rmy, The lofty he ights  a re h is  co m rades' ,  took refuge i n  
Mounta ins  and  genera l l y  avo id ing l a rge sca le  encounters 
with a rmy and  i nstead of that  used c lass ica l  guer i l l a  sty le 
a ttacks by a m b ush ing  conveys, sma l l  bombi ngs, s n i p p i ng at  
so ld iers and  ra id i ng  m i l itary encam pments .  I n  reta l ia t ion  
a rmy used fo rce i n c l u d i ng a i r  ra ids  a t  some  p laces, wh ich  
served to so l id i fy the  support for  the  'm i l ita nts' . The a rmy 
b u l ldozed 13,000 acres of a l mond t rees owned by Sher  
Mohammed Ma rri a nd h i s  re lat ives i n  one of the  few fe rt i le  
orchard land i n  the  Ma rri a rea .  Th is  act ion p rovoked a 
major b a tt le i n  Decem b e r  1964, when 500 Pararis staged a 
ra id on  a n  a rmy ca m p  that  resulted heavy casua l t ies  on  
b ot h  s ides .  

The Pararis c la im that  the ir  most spectacu la r  success came 
i n  ser ies of c lashes wi th  a rmy un its i n  the  G h aru r  a rea 
du r ing Dece mber  1965 .  The Baloch com ma ndos cla im  that  
over  200 Pa kista n i  sold ie rs were k i l led i n  those ba tt les .  The 
fi ghti ng con ti n ued ti l l 1969,  when Genera l  Yahya Khan  
after  tak ing  power  fro m Ayu b Khan  and  i m pos ing M a rt i a l  
Law, und id  the  O n e  U n it .  

Between  e ngage me nts, the  Paroris worked t o  expa nd the  
co m m a n d  fo rce wh i ch  accord ing  to so me re ports  had  
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g rown to  nea r ly 900 by 1 969, a nd conti n ued to  in crease i n  
n u m be rs s l ow l y  d u r ing  the  cease-fire per iod .  

Desp ite the i r  accepta nce of  the cea se-fi re, Ba loch were 
susp ic ious  of I s l ama bad's  attitu de,  so when  afte r the 
cea se-f ire,  Sher Moha m med M a rr i  su rfa ced a nd came 
down fro m the  h i l l s, h i s  de puty i n  M a rr i  a rea,  M i r  Hazar  
Ra m khan i ,  then  th i rty seven, went  u n d e rground and  
co nti n ued c l andesti ne o rga n ization a l  activities .  

Afte r d ism issa l of  the p rovi nc ia l government, Bh utto d id  
not conf ine  h i mse l f  to  the charge that the p rovi nc ia l 
gove rn m e nt had  repeatedly exceeded its co nstitutio n a l  
powe rs but a l so gave a broader  i nte rnationa l  d i mens ion  fo r 
h is  action by say ing  that the Ba loch  leade rsh i p, with the 
sup p ort of I raq and Soviet U n io n  had  a long te rm p lot to 
d i s m e m be r  both Pak ista n a n d I ra n, a nd in that rega rd a 
cache of 300 S oviet sub mach i n e  guns  a n d 48,000 ro unds  o f  
a m m u n itio n,  a l l eged ly  fo r  Ba loch i n s u rgency were 
uncovered i n  the I r a q i  e m bassy i n  I s l a m a b a d .  

I ra q i  offi c ia l s  b l a m e d  t h e  i nc ident on  a nti -gover n m e nt 
p l otte rs in the I ra q i  inte l l igence age ncy who were se ek ing 
to e m ba rrass the Saddam reg ime .  The a rms cache was  
a l l eged ly d i scovered i n  the  res ide nce of  Nas i r  A l -Saud,  the 
I ra q i  m i l ita ry atta ch€ i n  I s l amabad .  He  had d i sap pea red 
from Pak ista n t h ree days ear l i e r  a nd was executed on 2 "d 
J u ly 1973 ,  a long  w ith I ra q i  inte l l igence ch ief  N a z i m  Kazzar, 
i n  co n nection  with a coup  atte m pt aga i nst Sadda m 
H u ssa i n .  The Baghdad  gove rn m e nt exp l a i ned  that the 
weapons were not desti ned fo r Pak ista n i  Ba loch ista n but 
rathe r fo r I ra n i an  Ba loch ista n, where I raq  was then open ly  
s u p po rti ng Ba loch  guer i l l a  activiti es  i n  reta l iation  aga ins t  
Sha h's s u p port of  K u rd ish  rebe l s .  Although  Ba loch leaders 
contended that B h utto with the s u p port of  Baghdad 
d iss ident had co ntrive d the 'consp i racy' to oust th e i r  
government but o n  oth e r  hand  there was a vis i b l e  r i ft 
a mong the m on the tactics i n  d e a l i n g  with I s l a m a b a d .  
B i zenjo be l ieved t h a t  i t  w a s  poss ib le  t o  w o r k  with i n  t h e  
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system and  avoid a d i rect mi l itary co nfrontat ion but  Sher 
Mohammed Marri was sure that  a new mi l itary showdown 
was a pproaching so was desperate to have some logistic 
sup port .  

Acco rding to s o m e  w e l l  informed obse rvers, Ma rri d u ring 
h is  v is i t  of Baghdad i n  August 1972 had n egotiated with 
I raq i  a uthorit ies for such logistic supp l ies to be  shared with 
the i r  I ra n ian  co u nterpa rts. NAP riva l Akba r B ugt i  t ipped off 
B hutto a bout  th is p la n and  thus got r id of his opponents 
Me ngal and B ize njo and became Balochistan  Governor 
after  the d ismissal  of the e lected government .  

I n  ear ly  Apr i l  1973 ,  less than  s ix  weeks after  the  o uster of  
t h e  provincia l  gove rnme nt,  Baloch guerr i l las bega n to  
a mbush army conveys. B hutto rushed to Tehra n a n d  after  
m eet ing with Shah,  a n n o u nced that  I ra n  wi l l  provide $200 
m i l l ion i n  emerge ncy mi l ita ry and  fi na ncia l  a id .  I n  his 
cha l lenge to  Ba loch upris ing, he d ispatched fou r  army 
d ivisions to Ba lochistan after the arrest of B izenjo,  M engal  
and Kha ir  Bakhsh M a rr i .  

U nder  t h e  internat iona l  Socia l ist sol ida rity, Mohamm ed 
Bha bha,  a Ka rach i  based young man and a son of a wealthy 
Karachi  t rader  Hameed Bhab ha, whose exte nded  fa mi ly 
was settled in South Africa a n d  was, suppo rt ing  t h e  Africa n 
Nat iona l  Congress (AN C), joined the Ba loch nat iona l ist 
m ovement mai n ly o n  i nte l l ectua l  grou nds .Bha bha  later  
comm itted suicide in  Swede n .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e  a n  i nterest ing s ituat ion fo r t h e  
Ba lochista n st ruggle w a s  deveiop ing in  U n ited K ingdom, 
where some non-Ba loch students known as the  ' London 
G ro u p' u n d e r  the  i nf luence of internat iona l  Ma rxist a rmed  
struggle, d ecided to jo in  the Ba loch l i berat ion movement  i n  
1971 .  A l l  these students  be longed t o  the e l ite  classes of  
Pa kistan and  most of them were P u nja bis .  Among them 
were Asad and  Rash id  Rehman ( later  a lead ing  journa l ist) 
sons of late J ustice S .  A .  Rehman o f  the La hore High Court 
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a n d  hea d j udge of Agarta l a  Conspiracy Case Tri b u n a l ,  
· aga ins t  Sheikh M uj i b  u r  R e h m a n  d u ring 1968-69 ,  Naj a m  

Sethi ( l a t e r  m e dia person a n d  ca re t a ker  Chief Min ister  o f  
Punj a b ) ,  A h m e d  R a s h i d  ( l a t e r  journa list a n d  w r i t e r  o f  best 
se l l ing book 'Ta l i b a n ' )  a n d Dilip Das  a K a ra c h i  b ased Hind u .  

W h e n  t h e  word a b o u t  t h e i r  joining t he  Ba loch Movement  
rea c h e d  K a ra c h i  and  La hore, a nother  twe nty to twenty five 
young leftists fo l l owed t h e m .  Mir M o h a m med Ali Ta l p u r, 
son of Mir  A l i  Ahmed Ta l p u r  of Hyderabad  Sind h  h a d  
a l ready  joined t h e  B a l och a fte r get ting t h e  p a ra m edic 
t ra i ning . H i s  fa t h e r  Mir Ali  Ahmed  Ta l p u r, a ft e r  jo i n i ng  
m a ny po litic a l  p a rties i nc l uding t h e  Kha ksa r Ta h reek  a n d  
P P P, l a te r  beca me t h e  M i n ister  u n d e r  G e n e ra l  Zia . 

Asa d R e h m a n, who  took a n  a cti ve p a rt i n  1968-69 u p rising 
against  Ayu b  gove rnme nt ,  had  left fo r Lo ndon  to study 
a rch i tect u re in  1969 but  came back  in 1971  to jo in  t h e  
Ba loch  move m e n t  w i thout co m p leti ng his s tudies .  I n  1970, 
aft e r  the fo r m a tio n of  B a n g l a d esh,  Asad a n d  his fri ends  
had  l a u nched a m o n t h ly magazine Pakis tan Zindabad from 
London ,  wit h most  of a rtic les  on  n a tio n a l  q uest ion in 
Pa kista n  a n d  m i l i t a ry i n te rvent ion  in t h e  civilia n a ffa irs . 
Th rough  M i r  A l i  B akhsh  Ta l p u r, a p rogressive Sin d hi 
n a tio n a list a gr i cu l t u ra l i st ,  th i s  magaz i ne  reac hed S h e r  
M o h a m me d  M a rr i  a n d  N a w a b  Khair B a khsh  M a rri a n d  t hey 
sent M o h a m m e d  B h a b h a  to Lo ndon  to m a ke an offe r to 
t h ese yo ung  revo lu t iona ries t h a t  if t h ey rea l ly wa nted to 
do some revo l u tio n a ry work,  t h e n  the Ba loch l eadership 
was  ready  to p rovid e them space fo r t h a t .  D u ring the 
d e bate  on  t his offe r, most of  t he  gro u p  m e m bers de cid ed 
not  to  jo in  the move m e n t .  F rom the seve n,  who  initia l ly 
dec ided  to join ,  two backed out  a t  t h e  l a st m o m e n t .  I n  
M a rch  1 97 1 ,  Asad Reh m a n, t he  fi rst a n d  t h e  yo u ngest o f  
t h e  London  g ro u p, reached  Ka rachi  a n d  a M a rri w h o  cou ld  
spea k U rd u, received h i m  and  acco m pa nied to L e h ri ,  
Ba lochista n w h e re he  met Mir H a z a r  K h a n ,  who took h i m  to 
M'a rri t rib a l  a re a .  F i rst he  was sett led  at Mia ndadtot  
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mounta in  a rea in Bham boor and afte r  two months they 
moved to Tad r i .  

Soon Rash id Reh m a n  and Najam Seth i  l a nded i n  Karachi ,  
where they were respons ib le  for co l l ect ing fu nds,  ensu r ing 
med ica l  t reatment  and  pub l ic  support,  w l  ' e  D i l i p  a n d 
Ahmed Rash id went to Ba loch ista n and  jo ined  Asa d .  About  
a yea r la ter  Moham med Al i  Ta l p u r  jo ined the  group as 
pa ra m edic .  He was po l i t ica l ly influe nced by M o h a m n- d 
B h a b h a .  

I n i t i a l ly m a ny o f  the  Ma rris were not  t o l d  that  t h e  
newco mers were non-Ba loch or  Punjab is, i nstead of  t h a t  
they were t o l d  that  t h e y  were Ba loch, a n d  had  spent  the i r  
l i fe i n  Ka rachi  a nd S ind h .  A l though the  government  got  to  
k now a b out th is group  in  1974 but  the  majo rity o f  Ba loch 
came to know a bout it on ly i n  1978.  

This  group  especia l l y  Asad learnt  the Ba loch h i sto ry, 
fo lk lore, customs, t rad i t ions, socia l fu nct io n i ng  of Ba loch 
system from Gui  Khan,  the  fa ther  of  M i r  Haza r  Kha n .  Late r  
Asad beca me fl uent  i n  speak i ng Ba lochi  l a nguage t i l l  h i s  
ea r ly death  i n  Octo ber  201 2 .  

Ahmed Rashid was f la tfooted, which w a s  a h u rd l e  i n  
c l im b ing the mounta i ns, bes ide that  he ,  D i l l i p  Das  and  M i r  
Moha mm ed A l i  worespectac les .  Asad took  t ra i n i ng  of  
medica l  t reatment  fro m Mir  Moh a m med A l i  and sta rted a 
foot-docto r scheme .  

The i r  a p p rehens ions  expressed by  Sher  Moha m m ed Ma rr i ,  
were to be p rove n co rrect when the fed e ra l  gove rnment  
led by Bh utto d ism issed the p rov inc ia l  gove rnment  of  
Nati o n a l  Awa m i  Pa rty led by Att a U l l ah  M e nga l  i n  1973 .  
T h e  Poraris u n d er  the  co mmand  o f  Ba loch Peop les'  
L iberat ion  Front were prepa red fo r th is even tua l i ty and t i l l  
that  t ime the Lo ndon g roup  was  tota l ly i n tegrated i nto the  
Ma rri  t r ibe with the i r  ad opted Ba loch n a m es .  
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The secur i ty fo rces a ttacked few ca m e l  ca ravans  of  Ba loch 
nomads  coming  from S indh  with  fo od items as  Ba loch ist a n  
w a s  fa c i n g  d rought at  t h a t  ti m e .  I n  ret a l i a ti o n  on 1 7!"  fVl a y  
1 9 7 3 ,  a M a rr i  a rm ed group  of  twenty, u n d e r  t h e  co m m a nd 
of Asad ( n o w  with a d opted n a m e  of Ch a k a r  Khan ,  a Ba loch 
state s m a n  who l ived i n  1468- 1 565) a tt acked the secur ity 
fo rces nea r Ta ndori Ra i lway Stat ion a n d  k i l led  seve n 
perso n nel  of D i r  Scout, a Pa ra - M i l i t a ry force a n d  ca p tu re d  
t h e i r  weapons .  

Fou r  days l a te r, Pa k ista n a rmy at tacked M a w a n d  a nd Koh lu  
with  the s up p ort of  he l icopters p rov ided by ne ighbor ing  
Shah o f  I ra n ,  who was a fra id  o f  spre ad i ng  th i s  Ba loch 
i n s u rge ncy  into I ra n i a n  Ba loch ist a n .  See k ing  to avenge, a n  
a m bush i n  wh ich  a rmy suffe red some casua l t ies; a n  a rmy  
un i t  s tormed the v i l l age Ma l i .  The  so ld ie rs sta rted ra nsack . 
h uts one  by one i n  search of concea led we apons .  M e n  a nd 
women a l ike were roughly l i ned u p  i n  the  v i l l age sq u a re .  
Sh ootouts occu rred with those w h o  resisted . Some of the  
o lder  v i l l agers were s u rre nder i ng, when seve nty two yea rs 
o ld  M i r  La un g  Kha n, e l der  brother  of Ba loch poet, po l i t ic ia n 
a n d  fo rmer  M i n ister M i r  Gu i  Kha n Naseer i n  the M e nga l  
government  ca me  out  of  h is  hut  and  sho uted tha t  he wou ld  
d ie  befo re permi t t ing  t roops to v io late the B a loch honor  by  
i n t rud ing  on  h i s  fem a le fa m i ly m e m bers.  He  p i cked  u p  h i s  
outdated  g u n  and  sta rted fi r ing  towa rds the  so ld ie rs .  Few 
other  v i l l agers a lso jo ined h i m .  The so ld ie rs were 
co m pe l led  to a sk  fo r re i n force me nt  d u r ing  fou r  hours of  
resista nce, which resulted in  the k i l l i ng of Laung Khan  
i n s i d e  the v i l l age mosq ue .  Ba loch c l a i m  that  t h i rty five of  
v i l l agers i n c l u d i ng women a nd c h i l d ren  were k i l led  i n  the 
M a l i  attack .  The secu rity forces a lso re ported l i t t le  
causa l i ty .  

By J u ly 1974 ,  the guerr i l l as  had  been a b le to cu t  off the  
ma in  roads  l i n k i ng  Ba lochist a n  with ne ighbor ing  p rovi nces 
of  P u nja b a n d  S i n d h  a n d  to d i s rupt  per iod ica l ly the key 

/ 
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S ib i -Harnai rail l i n k, t he reby b lock ing  coa l  shipments to 
P u nj a b .  The fo rmer a rmy co m m a n d e r  in Ba lochistan  Lt .  
Genera l  Arbab J a h a n zeb  ( l a ter  Gove rnor of Sindh ,  d u ring 
the Z ia M a rt i a l  Law) reca l led in  an interview wit h the 
America n  scho la r Se lig Ha rrison that  ' the host i l i t ies were 
becoming q u ite bo ld as  the  year  progresse d .  They thought  
that  they had  reached the  stage of confro ntation with the  
a rmed fo rces in which they would ac tua l l y  be ab le  to  d rive 
us out of B a loch ist a n .  They were determ i n ed to stop o i l  
exp loratio n .  We knew tha t  we had  to respond fo rcefu l ly o r  
w e  wou ld  b e  u n a b le t o  bring the  s i tuation u n d e r  contro l . ' 

I n i tia l ly P a kist a n  e m ployed re l a tive ly  c l u m sy Chinook 
he l i copte rs that they had received fro m the U nitedSta te ,  
fit t ing  t he m with guns  fo r the  combat  use .  But  in  mid-1971' 
I ra n  sent  thirty US supp lied Hu ey Cobra he lico pte rs, m a ny 
of them m a n ned by the  I ra nia n pilots .  H uey Co bra had  
been deve loped d u ring t he Vietnam War. 

The tu rning point i n  t he confronta tion came with a bruta l  
six-day batt le  at  C h a m l a ng i n  the Ma rr i  a rea .  Eve ry s u m m e r  
M a rr i  n o m a d s  co nve rge t o  t h e  broad pasture l ands  o f  t h e  
Cha ma lang  va l ley, one o f  the  few ric h gra z i n g  a reas  i n  
w h o l e  Ba loch i sta n .  I n  19 74, m a ny o f  men  stayed b a c k  on  
the  hil l s  to fight  but  the women ,  ch i l d re n  a n d  o lde r  men 
streamed down fro m the mountains with t heir floc ks a n d  
set up  the i r  b l a c k  tents i n  t h e  fifty square mile a rea,  
be l iev ing  that  Chama l a ng wou ld be a refuge from the  
ongoing war .  The  a rmy however dec ided to t ake adva ntage 
of th is  concentratio n of Ma rri fa m i lies a s  a means  of l uring 
the  gue rri l l as  down fro m the hil l s .  The a rmy ca l cu la ted  
correct ly that  a t tack  on  the  tent  vil l ages wou ld  compe l  the  
guerr i l l a s  to come out  in open  to defend  the i r  fa milies .  
After  a n  exte nsive p l a n ning the  a rmy l au nched its 
Chama lang  opera tion  on 3 'd Septe m ber  1974, with the 
combined a ir  a nd a rtil l e ry fo rces .  After  t h ree days and  
n ights of i ntensive f ight ing,  the most  i m porta n t  Parari 
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u n its  a n d t he i r  com m a n d e rs esca ped when  t h e i r  
a m m u n i t ion  ra n ou t .  

A rmy  acco u nts c l a im tha t  1 2 5  m i l i ta nts were k i l led  and  900 
capt u re d ;  some i ndependent  esti m ates suggest that 50,000 
sheep and 350 camels  were captured at C h a m a l a ng a nd 
la ter  a u ct ioned to n o n - Ba loch .  For  the  Ba loch fig hters tha t  
e n ga ge m e nt w as  a ser ious  b_low a n d  i n  co m i ng days they  
were not  a b l e  to m uster  e nough stre ngt h to engage i n  a 
m ajor  co m ba t  a nywhere .  

The gove rnment  stat ist ics  show that  the  most i n tens ive 
host i l i t ies  i n  Ba loch is tan  occu rred between the  begi n n i ng 
of  i n s u rgency i n  1973  and  the  e n d  of 1975 .  Of the  1 78  
recorded major  a rmy  e n co u n te rs wi th  guerr i l l a s  d u r i n g  th i s  
per iod,  84  too k p l ace  i n  t h e  M a rri a rea d u ri ng  1974 .  

Asad  Rehman  c la imed  i n  a n  i n te rv iew t hat  1500 of the  
secu rity p e rsona l s  were k i l l ed  i n  t ha t  overa l l  wa r wh i l e  
a n other  3 , 500 were i nj u red . He puts  Ba loch  guer i l l a  dea th  
n u mb e r  a t  o n ly 70 bu t  c la i m s  tha t  over  15000 Ba loch  o ld  
men ,  women and  c h i l d ren  d ied  o r  were i nj u red i n  t he  
d iscr i m i nated a c t i on  by  secu rity fo rces .  

The 1973-77 i n s u rgency was the  fi rst b road based Ba loch 
resista nce; M e h ru l l a h  Khan  M e nga l ,  brother  of the  
de posed C M  was l e a d i ng a g ro u p  in  M e nga l  a rea ,  As l a m  
G i chk i  led  a g r o u p  i n  La sbe la ,  a ne igh bor ing d i st rict w i th  
Kara c h i  and Mir  Safa r  Khan  Zarakza i  was operat ing  in  
Sa rawa n, wh i le  t he  London  g ro u p  under  Asad Re h m a n  
operated fro m P i r  Sa ma l an  t o  M a rr i  t r i ba l  a rea i n  Ma rr i  a n d  
Bugt i  a reas  a n d  i n  Punj a b  d i st r ict Dera G haz i  Khan  wi th  
Sa lach  majority.  M i r Hazar  Khan was an  ove ra l l  po l i t i ca l  
co m m a nd e r. She r  M o h a m m ed  M a rr i  was a rrested in  
J a n ua ry 1973 ,  whi le  Kha i r  Bakhsh M a rri and Att a U l l ah  
M e nga l  w i th  other  NAP  l eaders were  a rrested i n  August  
1973 .  

I n  t he  wi n te r  of 1974 Ba loch t ri bes ,  most ly  non-combatan t, · 
women ,  c h i l d re n  o l d-aged wi th  t h e i r  catt le ,  started to 
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migrate to Afgha n ista n .  After a year long resista n ce 
M e h ru l l a h  and  As l a m  G ichk i  groups gave in  and  moved to 
Afg han ist a n  d isba n d i ng the i r  groups . After  the k i l i i ng of 
co m m ande r  Safa r Khan in  1975, the  Pa kistan a rmy  
dep loyed i t s  fo u r  d iv is io ns aga i nst the  M a rr is .  

I n  Septe m be r  1975 ,  Far  Eastern Econom ic Review 
pub l ished a story on  Ba loch ista n, m a i n ly b riefed by Asad .  I t  
was t he  fi rst majo r i n ternat iona l  breakthrough o n  t h e  
Ba loch issue .  

D u e  t o  t he  m ajor  engagement  b y  the  Pak istan a rmed 
forces, a n d heavy losses on the Ba loch s ide, Mir  Haza r  
Khan  dec ided  i n  l a te  1975 tha t  there was  no o ther  way  to  
susta i n  t he  movement  exce pt a retreat  in to ne igh bor ing  
Afg han i sta n .  He, a l ong with most  of h i s  men, the i r  fa m i l ies  
and  l ive stock c rossed border  i nto Southern Afghan i st a n  
where the  Sa rda r D a u d  reg ime  a l l otted t h e m  two cam ps .  
After  mov ing  to Afgha n istan they d rew a new progra m ,  
b roa dened t h e i r  me m bersh ip  base, cha nged the i r  n a m e  t o  
the  Baloch Peoples' L iberation Front ( B PLF)  a n d  l a u nched a 
m o n t h ly magaz ine  Jabot (mou nta i n ) .  

A s  a cover, Rash id Rehma n was runn ing a n  a utomob i l e  
workshop a n d Naja m  Seth i  wa s wi th  some a rch i tects and  
d eve lopers whom he was perus i ng  to sta rt some 
deve l o p m e n t  projects i n  M a rri a rea d u ri ng Bh utto 
gove rnme nt .  Few t imes he  flew to Ba loch ista n cap ita l 
Quetta i n  m i l it a ry he l icopters to i nspect the  s i tes .  I n  1975 -
7 6, few of the  or ig i n a l  London group  w a s  a rrested i n  
Kara c h i  a n d  they  d isclosed names  of  a l l  the  gro u p  
m e m bers .  Aft e r  tha t  d isc losure, Naj a m  Seth i  w a s  a lso taken  
into c ustody i n  1976  a nd  sh i fted- to Hydera bad j a i l .  D i l i p  
D a s  w a s  a rrested n e a r  Bae lpat  on  h i s  w a y  t o  S indh, d u ri ng 
the  i n su rgency a n d was never seen aga i n .  It was be l ieved 
that h e  was tort u red  to death a t  Mach and Qu i l l i  Ca m p, 
Quett a .  H i s  dead body was never fo u n d .  I n  t h i s  rega rd Asad 
Re h m a n, wh i l e  v i s i t ing  Quetta with a H RCP de l egat ion in 
1990 d iscussed the issue with then  C h ief M i n is ter  of  
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Ba loch is tan  N a wa b Akbar  B ug t i .  Bu t  Bugt i 's  i nq u i r ies  from 
the corpsco m m a nder, IS i and other concerned a ut h o ri t ies  
too d re w  a b l a n k  a nd  fa i led  to ascerta i n  the  c i rc u m st a n ces 
of  D i l i p' s  d is ap pe a ra nce . 

Afte r  t h e  i m pos i t ion of M a rt i a l  Law by Ge nera l  Z ia  I n  J u ly 
1977 ,  t h i s  i n s u rgency ca m e  to a ha l t  bu t  t h e  genera l  
a m nesty g ive n by  the  gove r n m e n t  was not  to be  a p p l ied o n  
A s a d  a n d  Rash id  R e h m a n ,  A h m e d  Rash id ,  M o ha m m ed A l i  
Ta l p u r  a n d  Aj ma l  Khatta k se l f  ex i l ed  in  Afg h a n ista n a t  t h a t  
ti m e .  Z ia  government  re leased  about  6,000 pr isone rs h e l d  
i n  Ko h l u  a nd Lora la i .  T h e  truce between the  Fed e ra l  
G overnment  a n d  t h e  Ba loch resista nce was n o t  a ccepta b l e  
to a sect ion of youth,  who  rejected the  reconc i l i a tory tone  
a d opted by B i zenjo a n d  some other  moderate  l e a d e rs .  
Aft e r  two years of s i l ence,  i n  1979,  the  gove r n m e n t  
l a u nched  a s m a l l e r  operat ion  aga inst  BSO act iv ists a n d  
d u ri n g  t h is a few of i t s  lea d e rs were a rrested . 

I n  J a n u a ry 1979, M i r  H a z a r  Khan  ca l l ed  Asad to 
Afg h a n ista n ,  w h ere over ten  thousand  Ba loch fa m i l ies  fro m 
M a rr i ,  S a rawan ,  Ba da n i  a nd J a m a l d i n i  c l ans  were res id i ng  
i n  refugee ca m ps .  Asad  a lso moved h is  base to 
Afg h a n ista n .  

D u r ing  t h e  ex i le  i n  Afgha n i s tan ,  d i ffe re nces e m e rged  
between  N a wa b K h a i r  Ba khsh  M a rri a n d  M i r  H a z a r  K h a n, 
m a i n ly o n  t he  issues of po l i t i ca l  a n·d ideo logica l pos i t ion of  
N a w a b and  the  fi na nc ia l a ffa i r s .  i t i a l ly, Sher  M o h a m m e d  
M a rr i  t r i e d  t o  med ia te  betwee the  two b ut N a wa b 
po rtrayed t h i s  r ift as the  s u b  c l a n  confl ict between G a za i n i  
ve rsus  B ij a ra n i , s o  S h e r  M o h a m med s ided wi th  Haza r  Khan ,  
s i nce  both  were fro m the  s a m e  s u b  c l a n  of B ij a ra n i .  

Aft e r  t he  genera l  a m nesty to B a l u c h  d i ss idents  by  Genera l  
Z i a  i n  t h e  l a st days  of 1977 ,  m a ny of them sta rted moving 
back  fro m  Afgha n ist a n .  Bu t  o n  ret u rn they were often  
a m b u s h e d  by the  Afgha n  M uj a h i d i n ,  who were  fig h t i ng  
a g a i ns t  t h e  Soviet backed Afg h a n  government .  The  Afg h a n  
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M uj a h id ineven th reatened to k i l l  Nawab  Kha i r  Bakhsh  
Ma rr i ,  who after h i s  re lease had  gone i n to se l f-ex i l e  i n  
Lo nd on  a nd afte rwa rd i n  Afgha n ista n .  The fi rst Nawaz  
Sha r if  government  ( 1 990-1993 )  sent  a de legati o n, led  by  
then  Ch ief  M i n iste r Ba loch istan Taj Moha m med Jam a l i ,  
wh ich convi nced Marr i  to retu rn  back to Ba loch ista n by  an  
offic ia l  C-130 a i rp lane  a long wi th  other  ex i l ed  leaders .  The  
acce pta nce of  th is  offe r is s t i l l  regarded as a 'co m prom ise' 
by m a ny Ba loch .  

I n  Nove mber  1979,  both K h a i r  Bakhsh  Ma rr i  and Att a U l la h 
Me nga l  we nt  to Europe  fo r med ica l  trea tment  a n d  took 
se lf  im posed ex i le .  

Asad a fter  staying for  over a year  i n  Afgh a n istan f lew to 
Lond on  from Ka bu l  i n  May 1980 and came to Pak istan in  
J u ne .  

The Ba loch nat iona l ist movement  was rad ica l l y  
t ra nsformed b y  th is five yea rs i n s u rgency a n d  i n  
conseq uence t h e  newly emerged cad re cha l l enged t h e  
lea d e rsh i p  of t h e  tr iba l ch iefs a n d  t ra d it iona l  po l i t ic ia ns  
l i ke  Kha i r  Ba khsh M a rr i ,  Ghaus  Ba khsh B izenjo a n d  Atta 
U l l a h  Me nga l .  

A t  the  t ime  of the  fo rmat ion  of a n  oppos i t ion a l l i a nce M R D  
aga i n st G e ne ra l  Zia i n  1981 ,  P N P  a n nou nced i t s  outs ide  
su p port fo r a l l iance as i t  was not su p port i ng  the  de m a n d  
fo r p rov inc ia l  a utonomy.  

Z ia  M a rt ia l  Law b rought a h a lt to m i l i ta ry operat ion  a n d  
excess ive use of force aga i nst t h e  Ba loch nat iona l ist  b u t  i t  
b ruta l i zed a n d  fragmented t h e  Ba loch society.  Every o n e  of 
them now beca me a rmed ,  cou rtesy of the Afghan  refugees .  

After  e leven long yea rs ru le  of Z ia ,  ge n e ra l  e lect ions were 
he ldafter  h is sudden  death  in  a p l ane  crash .  M i r  Ghous  
Bakhs h  B i zenjo l o s t  bo th  seats of the  na t iona l  ass e m bly; h e  
con tested fro m h i s  hometown Khuzd a r  a n d  Turbat .  T h e  
re l ig ious pa rty Ja m iat- i - U lam a- i - l s l am  (J U I )  e m e rged a s  the  
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l a rgest pa rty in  the  prov i nc i a l  a sse m b ly .  M e a nwh i le t he  
hea l th  o f  M i r  B ize njo worsened i n  1 989,  so  h e  fl ew to  
Lond on  fo r t rea tme nt, where doctors fou n d  h i s  c a n ce r  a t  
term i n a l  st age .  Sens ing  no  hope fo r h i s  su rv iva l ,  he  dec ided  
to f l y  back  home .  Mea nwh i le ,  I n d i a n  Pr ime M i n i ster  Raj iv 
G a n d h i  sent a letter to B izenjo a n d  offe red a l l  poss i b l e  h e l p  
fo r h i s  t rea tment  i n  De l h i .  O n  1 11h August  1989 ,  he 
breathed l ast i n  a Karach i  hosp ita l and  next day  was  b u r ied  
i n  h i s  hometown of N a a l .  After  h i s  death  h is e lder  son 
B izen  wa s e lected the  Pres ident  of P N P, who a long  wi th  h i s  
younger  brother  Has i l ,  n e a red  t o  the  power corr idors 
th rough the  s u p po rt of P u nj a b  based M us l im  League lea d e r  
Nawaz  Sha r if  a nd a fter  t h e  1 990 genera l e lections  beca m e  
coa l it ion  pa rt ner  both i n  cen t re a n d  in  B a loch ista n b u t  
fa i l ed  aga i n  t o  win  i n  1993  genera l  e lections .  

M e a nw h i le ,  a fter  t he  m u rder  of h i s  son Sa l a !  i n  J u ne  1992,  
Akba r Bugt i  spent  most of h i s  t ime at  h i s  home town of 
Dera Bugt i .  

On 3•d  J a n u a ry 2005,  Dr .  Shaz ia  K h a l i d ,  a fe m a l e  e m p loyee 
of Pa kista n Petro l e u m  L i m ited ( P P L) ,  was  a woken  by  
somebody pu l l i ng  her  h a i r. She  was  stra ng led w i th  a cord ,  
·t h rea tened ,  b l i ndfold ed ,  p isto l -wi ped ,  a n d beat  a n d  
re peated ly ra ped b y  a m a s ked  i nt r u d e r, a l l eged l y  a n  a rm y  
offi ce r, a t  S u i ,  Dera B ugt i ,  i n  t he  heav i ly  gua rded ,  
govern m e n t-owned n a t u ra l  gas  p l a n t .  He r  story was a l so 
covered in Te rence M c Ken na' s d o c u menta ry a bout  sexu a l  
v io le nce i n  Pa k ist an ,  ' L and ,  G o l d  a nd Wom e n ' .  Akba r B ugt i  
consi d e red t h i s  ra pe a n  offe nce on h i s  i ntegr ity a s  the  loca l 
t r i b a l  ch ief  a nd protested aga i ns t  the i nc i dent  by 
d e m a n d i ng the  p u n ishment  fo r the a ccused . The m i l i ta ry 
d i ctator  Genera l  M usha rraf  defended  h is fe l l ow u n i formed 
offic i a  I .  

I n  J a n u a ry 2005 ,  t a nks ro l l ed  i n  Dera B ugti  a n d  other  pa rts 
of B a loch ista n a nd in M a rch ,  fo rces began  to smash  Bugt i ' s  
house a n d Dera  Bugt i  town,  k i l l i n g  dozens a n d l eav ing  
Bugt i  bes ieged i n  few rooms .  
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Someti me later, B ugt i  moved to mounta i ns, a Ba loch 
t rad i t iona l  way to protest and express a nger, where 
de iegat ions of the  par i i amenta ria ns and  human r ights 
activists he ld meet ings with h im but  fa i led to pursue  h i m  
or  the  m i l i t a ry d i ctator  t o  withdraw from t h e i r  posi t ions .  
On  2 6th August 2006, a conti ngent of m i l i tary went  to the 
cave in  the  mou nta ins  of the  Koh l u  a rea,  where Bugt i  was 
stay ing with  h i s  grandson and  other  supporte rs, when a l l  of 
sudden the  cave co l l a psed beca use of the a rm a m e n t  
b l asted .  Ba loch a l leged that  the  m i l it a ry had de l iberate ly 
b lasted to k i l l  85 yea rs o ld  Ba loch leader .  Co up le  of days 
l a te r, h is  dead  body was recovered from the  rubbles but  
was  not h a n ded over  to h is fa m i ly a n d  was  b u ried by the  
offic ia ls  w i t h  a wooden coffi n c losed by  t h ree heavy locks.  

In  th is  operat ion ,  the  foss i l i zed rema ins of the  la rgest  
m a m ma l  that  wa l ked the  ea rth,  the 'Baluchitherium', 
measuri ng  2 1  feet from nose to t a i l  a n d  18 feet in he ight
weigh ing  a p prox imate ly the  m a ss of  fo u r  e lephants, was  
a lso reportedly destroyed .  The d iscovery of the  fi rst, 
a l m ost-com plete Ske l ton of the m a m ma l  was made  by a 
team of French sc ienti sts  in 1999 .  The mam mal ' s  foss i l s  
were fi rst d iscove red in  1910 by E ng l ish pa leonto logist  S i r  
C l ive Forster  Coo per, w h o  ch ristened h i s  fi nd i ng the  
Baluchitherium, or  ' t he  beast  of Ba loch ista n' .  

No further  invest iga t ions, however, were ca rried out  u nt i l  
the  1990s, wh en  a French pa leonto logist, J ean- Lo u p  
Welcome,  fo l lowed the  Cooper' s  footsteps .  Welcome's  
team inc l uded t h ree m o re F renchm en  fro m the U n iversity 
of M o ntpe l l ie r, Dr .  P i e rre-O l iv ier  Antoine,  Dr. La u re n t  
M a r iva ux  a nd D r .  G rego i re Meta i s .  After  working fo r 
months  i n  the  heat of Dera Bugt i ,  they not on ly fo u nd a n  
a l most-com p lete ske leton o f  the  m a m m a l , dat ing  back  to 
at least 30  m i l l ion yea rs, but a lso other  exti nct fa una  
correspond ing  to the  s a m e  per iod .  Accord ing to  a B BC 
news i tem on  10th M ay, 1999, 'the team a lso fo und a n ine
m eter- long foss i l  t ru n k  of a p a l m  tree, a long with foss i ls  of 
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two d iffe rent types of c roco d i l e  a nd  what  the  sc ie nt ists 
descr ibed a s  a very big p ig ' .  These d iscover ies led them to 
conject u re t h a t  Bugti h i l l s were a t rop ica l  reg ion  some 40 
m i l l i on  yea rs ago.  Aft e r  fi nd i ng  the bones in 1999, the 
F rench  t e a m  sought perm iss ion  fro m the  gov e r n m e n t  to 
take  t hose to F ra n ce to m a ke rep l ica fo r fu rt h e r  s tudy .  
Accord i ng to t he  F re nch experts, the  l a te N a wa b  Akbar  
B ugt i ,  who hosted  the  tea m fo r the i r  en ti re s tay  i n  t he  
reg ion, was ag ree a b l e  to  the  p roposa l of mov ing  the  bones  
o u t  of  h is a rea but  before the  offic ia l pe rm iss ion  was 
iss ued ,  the  m i l i ta ry operat ion i n  Dera Bugt i  bega n a n d  the  
m ost me mor ab le  sc ience d iscovery w a s  dest royed. under  
t h e  rub b l e s  of  bombed  res idence of Bugt i . 

I n  Dece m be r  1999,  M usha rra f ca m e  on a n  offi c i a l  v i s i t  of 
Ba loch istan and on  141h Dece m be r, few m iss i les  or rocket 
l a u n c he rs were f ired ta rget ing  his p l ane  i n  Ko h l u  d istr ict .  
Afte r  th is  atta ck,  fo rces sta rted i n d iscri m inate bom bing on 
D e ra Bugti .  Acco rd ing  to a re port,  th is  fo rced 160,000 
peop le  to f lee t h e i r  homes i n  Dera Bugt i .  In s a m e  m o nth ,  
M us ha ra f  made an a n nounce m e nt that  'th e re a re two or  
t h ree  t r i b a l  ch iefs a nd  fe u d a l  lo rds who a re respons ib le  fo r 
w h a t  i s  happen ing  i n  Ba loch ista n .  The past governm ents  
had made  dea ls  with them and i n d u lged t h e m .  My 
government  i s  determined to esta b l ish i ts  wr i t .  I t  w i l l  be a 
figh t  to the  f in i sh . '  
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Righ t-wi ng pol i t ica l part ies a nd few left g roups 
u n co nd i t iona l ly su pported Genera l  Z ia  fo r e l i m i na t i ng  the i r  
common enemy B h utto . Z i a  too, st i l l  i n  the  p rocess of 
conso l idat i ng his power, was in need of the i r  s u p port .  The 
s i tuati o n  took a major  tu rn  i n  October  1979,  when G e ne ra l  
Z ia  once aga in  post poned t h e  genera l e lect ions  a n d  started 
exp lori ng other  opt ions .  I n  th i s  rega rd, Z ia 's  r ight  h a n d  
m a n  G e nera l  F a i z  A l i  Ch i shti writes, ' I n  Feb rua ry 1980, P P P  
S i ndh  Pres ident  G h u la m  M ustafa J a toi  had  agreed to 
become the Pr ime M i n ister in a t ra ns itory gove r n m e nt a nd 
fo r that  he he ld a secret meet ing with Genera l  Z ia ,  where 
Genera l  K M Arif a nd  Governor of S i ndh  L t .  Genera l  S M 
Ab�assi  were a lso prese nt . '  Z ia  however changed h i s  m i n d  
a ftE\rwa rds .Genera l  K M Arif writes i n  h i s  book 'Work ing  
Wi th  Z ia '  that  J a to i  he ld  a secret meet i ng  wi th  h i s  pa rty 
co l league and fo rmer Governor Punja b, G h u l a m  M ustafa 
Kha r  i n  Duba i ,  whom Genera l  Z ia d i s l i ked ,  so t h e  
u n d e rstan d ing between Z i a  a nd Jato i  b roke-down .  

To counter  such moves b y  t h e  ju nta ,  P i r  Pagaro g ro u p  of 
M u s l im  League and  J a m aat- i - l s l a m i , si nce 1980, were keen  
to revive the r ight  w ing Pa k ist a n  Nat iona l  A l l ia n ce ( P NA ) .  
On  the  other  hand  B e g u m  N u srat Bh utto, w h o  was  most ly 
i n  detent ion im posed by the ju nta ,  was keen to fo rm a 
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Le ft - L ibera l  U n ity Front  wi th  s m a l l e r  p rog ressive gro u ps in  
the  cou nt ry.  One  such movehad been  i n i t i a ted by  t he  
M a rxist i n te i iect u a i  D r .  Feroz  Ah med,  way back  i n  1978 ,  
when  i n  a cont rovers i a l  verd ict PPP  C h a i r m a n  Zu l f iq a r  A l i  
B h utto was  sente nced to death  by t h e  La h o re H i g h  Co u rt 
o n  18 th  M a rc h  1978 .  I n  th i s  connecti on ,  w i th  t h e  b l ess ings 
of t h e  P P P  leadersh i p, he  a p p roached some  p rog ressive 
S i n d h i  a n d  Pash toon g ro u p  but was d i tched  by a S i n d h i  
g ro u p a n d  w i th  a b roken  h e a rt h eavy w i t h  t h e bet raya l ,  he  
left the  count ry .  

A l thoug h  Beg u m  B h utto wa nted to get r id  of  M a rt i a l  Law, 
she had no d i rect contact with l eaders of  o t h e r  pa rt ies,  
majo rity of w h o m  had been p a rt of  the Pak i sta n N a t i o n a l  
Al l i a nce ( PNA ) ,  t he  oppos i t ion  a l l i a nce aga i nst  h e r  h u sband  
a n d  fo rmer  P r i m e  M i n ister  Zu lfiq a r  A l i  B h ut to .  Ag i ta t ion  of  
t h e  PNA  c u l m i na ted i n  t he  M a rt i a l  La w by G e n e r a l  Z i a ,  on  
5th  J u ly 1977  a n d l a te r  t he  h a ng ing  of  B h utt o  o n  4th  Apr i l  
1979 ,  o n  a verd ict by La h o re H igh  Court fo r o rder i ng  the  
mu rder of  a pa rty co l league, w hose fat h e r  wa s k i l l ed i n  a n  
a tt a ck  way back  i n  Nove m b e r  1974 i n  La hore .  P P P  
cons idered t ha t  verd ict as t he  J u d ic i a l  M u rd e r  of  B h utto .  
She  was adv ised by some pa rty l eaders to get consensus  of 
a l l  pa rti es on t h e  resto ra ti o n  of 1973  const i t u t ion ,  made 
d u r i ng  t h e  B h utto gove r n m e nt .  One  of her  confi d a n t  a nd 
fo r m e r  S i n d h  M i n ister  Pya r A l i  ·..A. I l a n a  h e l d  i n fo rma l  
m eet i ngs w i th  seco nd t i e r  of  d iffe re n t  pa. l i t ica l p a rt ies and  
got  pos it ive response o n  poss i b i l i ty of  wo rk ing · t_f)get h e r  fo r 
t h e  restora t ion  of dem ocracy i n  t he  c o u n t ry .  O n  t h e  o the r  
h a n d  N u srat  B h utto sensed t he  gove r n m e n t a l  i n roads 
w i t h i n  h e r  pa rty, as  her  pa rty S i n d h  Pre s i d e n t  G h u l a m  
M ustafa J a to i ,  a b i g  l a n d l o rd ,  h a s  rece nt ly  been  offe red 
the post of  p re m ie rs h i p  by Genera l  Z i a .  Late r in 19 90, he 
beca me ca reta ker  PM a fte r  t h e  d i s m i ssa l of Bena z i r  
gove rnment .  

I n  Septe m be r  1 980, Beg u m  N usrat  B h utt o ca l l ed  PPP  
Centra l Co m m itt e e meeti ng a t  h e r  res ide nce 7 0  Cl i fton ,  
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Karac h i, att e nded by 2 3  mem bers .  As she s h a red her  m ind  
with the  part ic i pants there wasan  i n tense a nd noisy 
d iscuss ion i n  wh ich  the yo u nge r m e m be rs with Benaz i r  
Bh utto i n  the  lead  were not  ready to  fo rm a n  a l l i a nce with 
their fo rmer  op ponents whom they cons ide red the 
co l l a borators of the  Army and m u rderers of  the ir  fo und ing  
pa rty cha i rman  Zu l f iqar  A l i  B h utto .  On  the  persuas ion by 
Begum N u srat  Bhu tto, me mbers agreed to respond 
posit ive ly to the i r  fo rmer  opponents a n d a sub-co m m ittee 
com pri s i ng of  Bena z i r  Bhu tto, Farooq Lagha ri, Ya hya 
Ba kht iya r, M a i raj Kha l i d  a n d  Pya r A l i  A l l ana  was fo rmed to 
pre pa re a bas ic  d ra ft on which  negot ia t ions  co u ld  be 
broa ched .The comm ittee ca me out with a s ix-pa ragra phed 
d ra ft t it led  as  'dec l a rat ion ' ,  which stated 'we the  
s ignator ies of  t h is dec l a rat ion  a re of the una n imous view 
that  the p ro m ulgat ion  of M a rti a l  law on  51 11 J u ly, 1977 was 
a fl agra n t  v io lati o n  of  the  1973 co nstit uti o n  of Pak istan ,  
which i s  I s l am ic, federa l  a nd democrat i c .  T h e  c o u p  d'etat  
staged by Genera l  Z i a -u l -Haq  was a consp i racy aga i nst  the 
peop le  o f  Pa k i s tan  a i med at  n u l l i fy ing t�e pol i t ica l  a ccord 
rea ched between  the  e lected gove rnment  a nd the  PNA 
leaders,  . t h rough de mocrat ic  p rocess .  Th is  b l a tant  
usurpqt ion of  power by  Genera l  Z ia  c u l m i nated i n  the 
t rag ic  execut ion of  Pr ime M in is ter  Zu lfi qa r  A l i  Bhu tto a n d 
brought un to ld  tragedy a nd m isery to the  people  of 
Pa kista n .  

Despite t h e  d iverge nce o f  o u r  po l i t i ca l  com p lex ion ,  we the  
pa rt ies  compri s i ng the  en t i re po l i t i ca l spect rum fee l  i t  our  
mora l  d uty a n d  n a t iona l ob l igat ion to a p pra ise the  na t ion 
to the  g rav i ty of the  s i tuat ion  endanger ing the very 
ex istence of the  federa t ion of Pa kista n .  Th i s  cr is is  of 
colossa l magn i tude  ca n o n ly be met  with the u n ited wi l l  
a n d  support of  e n t i re count ry mob i l i zed b y  a popu la rly 
e lected government .  

Pak istan a n d  M a rt i a l  L aw can not co-ex ist .  An ea r l i e r  
M a rt i a l  Law, u n d e r  Genera l  Ya hya Khan ,  res u l ted i n  the  
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secess ion of  E a s t  Pa k ist a n .  The M a rt ia l Law o f  Ge nera l  Z ia  
today  t h reatens  once aga in  the  ex istence of  the  federa t ion  
of  Pa k ista n .  

The cont i nu a t ion  o f  m i l i ta ry r u l e  i s  ser ious ly  jeo pard i z i ng  
the  d e fense c a p a b i l i ty of o u r  a rmed  forces wh ich  i s  
det r i m e n t a l  to the  na t iona l  i n terest .  The effic ie ncy a nd 
effect ive ness of the  a rm e d  fo rces m ust be restored so t h a t  
t h e y  s h o u ld who le-hea rted ly  concent ra te  on  t h e  defe nse 
of Pa k ist a n .  The d uty of the  a rmed fo rces i s  to defend the 
fro nt ie rs and not to topp le  governme nts .  The en t i re 
Pa k ista n i  na t ion  p ledges  not  to to lera te a ny m i l i t a ry coup  
d 'e t a t  i n  the  fut u re a n d  a ny such  a t te m pt on  the  p a rt o f  
a ny  m i l i t a ry a dven t u re r  w i l l  be reso. ute ly resisted a nd 
flo uted by the  na t io n a s  a who le .  

We note the  d a ngerous  confronta t ion  between the  peop l e  
an d  t he  a rmed  fo rces w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c re a ted b y  Genera l 
Z ia  wi th  a v iew to perpetuat ing h i s  own i l lega l  d ictatorsh i p .  
T h e  count ry i s  engu l fed  i n  a cr i s i s  of  un precedented 
magn i tude .  There i s  a d a ngerous po l i t i ca l  vacu u m .  Peop le  
a re d e n ied the i r  bas ic h u m a n  r ights ,  the  p ress i s  m uzz led ,  
j u d i ci a ry made  subservi en t  a nd i neffective, po l i t ic a l  pa r t i es  
a re ba nned,  po l it i ca l worke rs, jou rn a l ists,  s tude nts, t ra d e  
u n i o n  m e m bers a n d  l awyers h a v e  been flagged ,  
i m p ri soned a nd g i ven  h a rs h  p u n ishments  by  s u m m a ry 
m i l i t a ry courts  w i thout  perm i tt i ng lega l a id ,  u n b rid led  
i n f l a t ion  h a s  b roken  the  back  of the  common man .  The  
whole  count ry i s  be i ng run  t h rough M a rt i a l  La w 
Reg u l a t ions  a n d  O rd e rs wh ich  is a tota l negat ion  of the  
fu n d a m e nt a l  p ri nc i p les e nshr ined  i n  t he  const i t u t ion of the  
I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  of Pa k ista n .  G e n e r a l  Z i a  has  persistent ly 
pract iced every dece i t  to pro long h is stay i n  power.  He h a s  
broken every p ledge so l e m n ly m a d e  to the  n a t ion fo r 
ho l d i ng genera l e lect ions  a n d  h a n d i ng over powe r to t h e  
e lected representa t ives of the  peop le .  



-
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We t h e refore d e m a n d ;  
T h a t  G e nera l  Z i a  q u i t  or  b e  removed im med iate ly  a n d the  
p a r l i a m e nt  wh ich  was i n  ex istence on 4 1 h  J u ly 1977 be 
revived wh ich  wo u ld  meet on ly fo r the  pu rpose of e lec t ing 
t he  P res ident  a n d wou ld  be d issolved immed iate ly  
a ft e rw a r d .  The Pr ime M i n ister sha l l  const i t ute a Supreme 
Counc i l  i n  accorda nce with the  sp i ri t  of the  ag ree ment of  
2nd  J u ly, 1977  between the government  a nd PN A, w '. 1 i ch  
w i l l  s up e rvise the  ho ld ing of  fa i r, f ree  and  i m pa rt i a l  
genera l e l ect ions t o  t h e  P a rl i a m e n t  a nd P rovinc i a l  
a ssem b l ies ,  u n d e r  t h e  1973  consti t uti o n  w i t h i n  t h ree 
mont hs,  a nd to oversee the genera l a d m i n istra t ion  of  the  
co un t ry' . 

The P P P  Centra l  Co m m ittee a p p roved the  d ra ft a n d  
a u thor i zed  Begum N usrat  Bh utto to  contact  o t h e r  
po l i t i c ia ns  a n d  a mend the  d ra ft i f  t he  n e e d  a rose . Th rough  
A l l a na ,  t h is d ra ft was  sent  to  Nawabzada  N a sa r u l l a h  K h a n  
of Pak i s tan  De mocra t i c  Pa rty ( P D P )  in  M u lta n .  I n  co m i ng 
d a ys the  same d raft was sha red with M a u l a n a  S h a h  Ahmed 
No o ra n i  (J U P ) ,  Khwaja Kha i rud  D in  ( M L) a n d  P i r  Paga ro 
( M L) .  P i r  Pagaro, a sp i r i t ua l  l eader  of a m i l i t a n t  com m un ity 
of H u rs a n d whose fa ther  Pir  Sa bgha t  U l l a h  R a s h d i  was 
ha nged fo r h is a rmed st rugg le  aga i nst the B ri t i sh  E m p i re,  
w a nted to have a one-on-one meet ing with Beg u m  Bhu tto  
which  co u l d  notmater ia l i ze .  A l l  t he  lea :J ing po l i t i c i ans  of  
t h e  count ry i n forma l l y  d iscussed the P P P  d raft a t  t he  
d i n n e r  hosted by  P i r  Pagaro a t  h i s  Ka rach i  res idence .  
A l though it  cou ld  not  bea r  a ny fru i tfu l re su l t  but  i t  paved a 
way fo rwa rd in comm un icat ion betwee n the  po l i t i c i a ns .  
Du r ing  these  i n forma l contacts, Nawabza d a  N a s a r u l l a h  
K h a n  (fa mo us ly known as the  'fa ther  of oppos i t ion 
a l l i a nces ' )  wa s the  mo st a rdent  leader  to fo rm a u n i ted 
p l a t fo r m .  

Dur ing  the  l a st weeks of 1980, Be n a z i r  B h utt o  ag reed to  
have a o ne-on-one meet ing wi th  N awa bzad a .  Du ri ng t h i s  
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t h ree-ho u r  meet ing, h e l d  a t  t he  A l l ana ' s  Ka rach i  res ide nce, 
she p resented fo u r  po i nts to h a ve an ag re e m e nt before 
a ny a l l i a nce .  Accord i ng to these po ints  1 - h e r  fa the r  was 
not respons ib le  fo r the creat ion of Bang l adesh  a s  few 
peop le  t h i n k, 2 - befo re the  51hJ u ly 1977, a n  ag ree m e n t  was 
rea ched between t h e  B h utto gove rnment  a n d  o p pos i t ion 
PNA, so t he re was no j ust if ica t ion  of  i m pos ing  M a rt i a l  Law 
in  t he  country, 3- her  fa the r  was wrong ly  p u n ished, a nd 4 -
the  a l legat ions of  po l l  r igg i ng aga inst  B h utto had  no  
substance .  Na wa bzada agreed with Bena z i r  o n  the  fi rst 
t h ree po ints but had h is  rese rva t ions  on  the fo u rth  as the  
PNA (with Nawabzada  a s  V ice Pres ident )  had  l a u nched  i ts  
an t i-govern me nt  movement  o n  the  i ssue of  the  e l ect ion  
r igg ing .  

Dur ing  these  i n i t i a l contacts,  M a u l a na M uft i M a h mood of  
J a m ia t - i -U l a ma- i - I s l am (J U I )  d ied and  h is son  M a u l a na 
Faza l  R e h m a n  beca m e  the  ch ief  o f  the  re l ig ious- po l i t ica l 
pa rty based o n  the  Devba nd  school  of t ho ught ,  F a z a l  was 
a lso on  board i n  t hese t a l ks .  

S a rd a r  Sherbaz  Kha n  M az a ri of NOP  pr inc i p a l ly ag reed with  
the  d raft but  demanded m ore p rov inc ia l  a utonomy t h a n  
des ignated i n  1973  consti tu ti o n .  Ba loch l e a d e r  M i r  G h a us 
Ba khsh  B izenjo objected on  a port ion of  the  d ra ft, which  
sa id  'th e  c u rre nt  G enera l m ust go and the  fresh  e lect ions 
shou ld be cond ucted i m m ed i a te ly' .  B i zenjo got the  
i m p ression  that  they ( P PP )  wa nted a nother  Genera l  to take 
power .  La ter  Beg u m  B h u tto agreed to omit  that  p a ragraph 
fro m the  d ra ft .  B izenjo a lso e m pha s ized on  i n c l us ion  of  the  
i ssue  of  prov inc i a l  a utonomy in  t he  p ro posed d ra ft .  

Few other  p a rt ies  were re l u cta n t  t o  a d d  t h e  p rovinc i a l  
a utonomy issue i n  the  draft a s  t hey we re fo r a s t rong  
centre .  Du r ing t hose da ys of  i nfo rma l contacts, t he  P P P  
leaders h i p  a lso contacted t h e  J a m a at- i - l s l a m i  l eaders h i p  
a n d  g o t  a posit ive response from P rof. G h afoo r  A h m e d ,  a 
a m a a t  l eader  i n  Karach i  bu t  t h e  h a rd l i n e rs i n c l ud ing  � i a n  
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Tufa i l  Moha mmed of La hore a n d  Qa zi  H ussa in  Ahmed of 
Peshawa rwere not rea d y  to fo rm a ny  a l l i a nce with PPP .  
The J a m iat- i -U l a ma- i - Pak istan ch ief  M a u lana  S h a h  Ahmed 
Noora n i  a lso p r i nc ipa l l y  agreed to the d ra ft, except first 
a n d  last port ion of it  bu t  as Zahooru l  Hassan  Bhopa l i , Ahad 
Yo us if  and Dost M o h a m med Fa iz i  of h i s  pa rty were in  
contact w i th  the  j u nta a n d  i n  the  s i tuat ion of i n terna l  pa rty 
r ift, he was not a b le  to take the  step of jo in ing the 
opposit ion a l l ia nce and went  a b road on  a preach ing tour, 
a uthor i z ing h is  pa rty G e n e ra l  Secretary Ma u l a n a  Abd u l  
Satta r N i a z i  t o  l o o k  a fter  t he  negot iat ions .  

The e me rg ing  po l i t ica l scenar io  had  u n ited po l it ica l 
p riso ners in Ka ra c h i  Centra l  J a i l ,  m uch ear l i e r  t hen  the  
outer  world, where  wo rkers of a l l  po l i t i ca l  forces jo int ly  
ce lebrated b i rthday  of Zu lf iq a r  A l i  Bh utto on  5th J a n u a ry 
1 98 1 .  

Du ring t h e  negot iat ions  fo r a l l i a nce, t he govern m e nt made 
few a rrests and one  of  them was a Mus l im  League leader  
Ma l i k  Qa s im,  who was sh i fted  to Karach i  Centra l  J a i l  on  
2 1st J a nuary 1981 .  I n  h i s  co nversation  with fe l low po l itica l  
pr isoners, Ma l i k  Qa s im cont inuous ly e m phas ized t h a t  ' l ,1 
M a rch ( month }  Mord ( m a n )  w i l l  m a rch ' .  By Mord he meant  
M RD .  Most  of the po l i t i ca l  pr i soners were co m m itted and 
t ra ined wo rkers a nd most  of  them we re fro m left, 
especia l l y  affi l i ated with C P P .  They posed m a ny q uest ions 
to Ma l i k  Qas im rega rd ing p l a n n i ng and preparat ions  of the 
movement, whether it  wou ld  be fo r just  the cha nge of face 
or  i t  had a long run p rogra m .  M a l i k  Qa s im t r ied to pac ify 
them by saying t h a t  few m a tters were st i l l  under  
cons iderat ion a n d  soon  a conse nsus  wi l l  be reached .  

After long  d e l i berati o ns, on  6th Feb ruary 1981 ,  l ead ing 
po l i t i c ians  of the country i nc l ud ing  Nawa bza aa  Nasuru l l ah  
Khan ,  Sard a r  Abd u l  Qayum,  M a u l a na Fa za l  Rehman, 
M a h mood Al i  Kasur i ,  Khwaja Kh a i rud D i n ,  Ab id Zubari ,  
Moha mm ed Khan  J u riejo, Da rya Khan  Khoso, Pya r A l i  
Al la na and  Fa rooq Lagha r i  ga thered  fo r a d i nner  recept ion 
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a t  the  P D P  l ea d e r  M ushta q ue  M i rza's  Karach i  reside nce . 
After  long speeches  by the  po l i t i c i ans, Lagha r i  p resented 
the d ra ft,  a l ready  s igned by Begum B h utto .  Nawa bzada  
beca m e  the  fi rst to s ign i t ,  a n d  S a rd a r  Qa yum,  Mau l ana  
Faza l Rehman  a n d  Khwaja Kha i rud  D in  fo l lowed h i m .  
J u neja p leaded t h a t  a l t hough h e  a p proved the  d raft bu t  h e  
shou ld  given h a lf a n  h o u r  t i m e  t o  br ing h i s  p a rty ch ief P i r  
Pagaro t o  s i g n  i t .  Sarda r Qayu m a nd Nawabzada  a l so 
acco m pan ied  J u n eja  a n d Khoso to P i r  Paga ro, who a fter  a 
long d iscuss ion refused to s ign the d ra ft .  O n e  of  h is pa rty 
leaders fro m Lahore, S. M .  Zafa r  was a l so inv i ted for the  
recept ion  a nd a fte r  h i s  l a te  a rriva l ,  once  aga in  a ttem pts 
were made to conv ince P ir  Paga ro who a d d ress ing the  P P P  
rep rese ntat ives sa i d  t h a t  ' t h e i r  p a rty was fu l l  of t he  
sacr ific i ng stuff b u t  h is w a s  stocked w i th  the  power hungry 
peop le  a nd if h e  jo ins  a ny a nt i -government  a l l i a nce a l l  of 
t he m wi l l  q u it the pa rty' . In the  conse q ue nce of M R D  
ag i tati on o f  1983 ,  Genera l  Z i a  cond ucted non-pa rty 
e lections  in Feb rua ry 1 985 a n d  a p po inted M o h a m med 
Khan  J u neja, t he  nom inee  of P i r  Paga ro a s  the  Pr ime 
M i n ister .  

Next  morn ing the  fi rst meet ing of the  Movement fo r the 
Restoration  of  Democracy ( M R D )  was schedu led a t  70 
C l i fton,  t he  res ide nce of  Beg u m  B h u tto, d u r ing  wh ich  a l l  
t h e  leaders were to offe r condo lences fo r t he  death  of 
Zu lf iq a r  Al i  B h utto to his widow i n  I s l am ic  way.  Th is  was 
not accepted by M a u l a na Fazal  a s  a ccord ing to h is sect,  
offer ing  condo l e n ces to a woma n  was a n  u n - l s l a m ic act so 
he on ly expressed h is verba l  co ndole nce .  After  a long 
s i lence in the m eet ing, Nawabzada  took the lead a n d  
expressed condo le nces a n d  s a i d  'Zu lf iqa r A l i  B h utto was 
one of the great  l eaders  of the count ry .  We were and a re 
sad on  h i s  d e m ise .  That  was a b ig  loss not on ly  fo r yo u bu t  
o f  whole Pa k ista n i  na t ion '  .Th is  s i tuat ion b rought  tea rs i n  
the eyes of Begum B h u tto .  
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Pa kista n De mocrat ic  Pa rty (PDP) ,  Tah reek- i - l s taq la l  (Tl ) ,  
J a m iat- i - U la ma- i - l s lam (J U I ) ,  Mazdoor Kissa n Pa rty ( M KP ), 
M us l im League ( Khwaja Khair  ud  Dingroupj ,  Qa umi  Mahaz
i-Azad i  (QMA) ,  Nat iona l  Democratic Party ( N OP)  l eaders 
atte nded the meet ing .  The meeting passed through many 
ups and  downs, especia l ly  bitter a rguments  between t h e  
right w i n g  a n d  left w i n g  leade rs.  A t  one  stage, Ma i raj 
Moham med Kha n of QMA wa lked out fro m the meeting 
but was brought back by Abid Z uba ri of NOP.  

Next day the  news of the  formation of Movement  for the  
Restorat ion of Dem ocracy ( M RD) and the s ig n ing of i t s  
cha rter was  broadcast on ly by the BBC rad io,  which 
e l ectrified the l e ngth and  b reath of Pakista n i nc lud ing t h e  
priso ns a l l  over the  co untry, where pol it ical workers were 
languish ing si nce day o n e  of Mart ia l  Law. 

Next day, the 7th February, Sardar Abdu l  Qayum was 
ordered  by the government that h is presence i n  Ka rach i  
was  not accepta ble,  so he was immediately. d e po rted fro m 
the  city; few days later  he qu i t  M RD. I n  later stage, Prof. 
Ghafoor Ahmed of Ja maat- ls la m i  cit ing reasons of Ja maat's 
not jo in ing  the  M RD, tol.2 that h is  party had rese rva t ions 
o n  some co mponent  parties of the a l l iance and the a l l iance 
had no me nt ion of Is lam i n  the basic charter.  

O n  8th Februa ry, a d d ressing a joint press conference, t h e  
re prese ntti tives of the  n i ne-party a l l i ance read o u t  thetwo
paragraphed joint dec laration, which stated; 'Despite  t h e  
d ive rge nce of o u r  pol it ica l com plexion, we the  s ignatory 
part ies to th is  decla rat ion, fee l  it our  moral  duty a n d  
nat iona l  o b ligat ion t o  appr ise the nat io n t o  t h e  gravity o f  
t h e  s i tuat ion e n d a ngering t h e  very existe nce o f  t h e  
federat ion of Pa kista n .  Pa kista n and  Mart ia l  L a w  ca n n o t  
co-exist.  A n  e a rl ier  Mart ia l  Law, under  G e nera l  Ya hya 
Khan,  resulted i n  the secession of the East Pa kista n .  The 
M a rt ia l  Law of Ge nera l  Zia today threatens o nce aga in  t h e  
existence of t h e  foderat ion of Pakista n .  This  crisis o f  
colossal magnitude ca n o n ly be m e t  with the  u n ited wi l l  
and  support of the  ent i re cou-ntry, mobi1 ized by a popu larly  
e lected government .  
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We the refore demand  that  G e n e ra l' Z ia q ui t  a n d  Mart ia l  
law be  l i fted i m m e d iate ly, fa i l i ng w h ich they wi l l  be  
removed by the i rresist ib le  wi l l  of the  peop le ,  that  free ,  
fa i r  a nd im p a rt ia l  e lect ions to the Nat iona l  a n d  Provi nc ia l  
asse m b l ies  be  h e ld with in  t hree m o n t hs, in  acco rda nce 
with the  u na n imously adopted Consti tuti o n  of  1973,  a n d  
power to b e  tra nsfe rred to t h e  e lected re p rese ntatives o f  
t h e  peop le ,  a n d  the in te rests of the fou r  fed e rat i ng u n its 
be  fu l ly resto red and p rotected ' .  

The signato ries of the a bove decla rati o n  were : M rs.  N usrat 
B h utto of the Pa kistan Peo ples' Pa rty ( P P P) ,  M a h mood Al i  
Kasur i  of the  Ta h reek- i - lstaq la l  {T l ) ,  Nawa bzada Nasu r u l l a h  
Khan  of the Pa kistan Democratic Pa rty { P D P) ,  Fata hyab A l i  
K h a n  ot  the Mazdoor Kissan  Pa rty ( M KP) ,  Sherbaz K h a n  
Maza ri  of the Nat iona l  De mocratic Pa rty { N DP) ,  M a u l a n a  
Faza l R e h m a n  of Jam iat-i-U la ma- i- ls la m {J U I ) , Sa rd a r  
M o h a m med Abd u l  Qayum o f  the Azad J a m m u  a n d  Kash m i r  
Mus l im Conference {AJ K M C), M a i raj M o ha m med Kha n of 
the Qa u m i  Mahaz- i-Aza d i  (OMA) a n d  Khwaja Kha i rud d i n  of  
the M us l im League { M L) .  

I n  t h e  last port io n o f  this dec larat ion usage o f  term 
'fe derat ing u n its' instead of  the  p rovinces ma kes a 
conscien ce m ove to satisfy those e l e m ents who were 
d e m a n d i n g  m o re p rovinc ia l  a utonomy.  

On 19th  Fe b ru a ry 1981, M RD Sindh l eadersh ip  i n c l u d i n g  
G h u l a m  M ustafa Jato i { PPP) ,  A b i d  Z u ba ri { N D P )  a n d  Sha h 
M o ha m med Am roti {J U I )  add ressed a n ews co n ference a t  
the reside nce o f  M ushtaque M i rza . Reply ing to the  
q uest ions by  jou rnal ists, they  were  confident  that  the  
Ba loch  leader  M i r  Ghous Bakhsh  B iz e njo  wi l l  soon jo in  the  
M RD a n d  i t  had  fu l l  support of Wa l i  K h a n .  I n  th i s  p ress 
confere nce, the M R D  leaders i nfo rmed that  Nawabzada 
Nasr U l la h  and Ma u lana  Fazal  R e h m a n  were deta ined at  
the u n k nown place.  
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The M R D  dec ided to rotate the  a l l i a nce · eadersh ip  a mong 
the component  p a rt ies  on one  m an.th  tenure bases .  Th is  
p ract ice was a lso adopted i n  pr i �ons, where MRD workers 
were kept because of the i r  court a rrest o r  taken  i nto 
custody fro m the  demonstrat ions .  

O n  261h and  2 7'h February, a secret  meet ing of MRD was  
ca l l ed  in  Lahore but  the  in te l l igence agenc ies got  the  buzz 
and q u ick ly  rea ct i ng,the governm ent  a rrested m a ny of its 
leaders on 2 1s1 February a nd many others i nc lud ing Benaz i r  
Bh utto were restr icted from e n te ri ng i n to o r  expe l led from 
the Punja b p rovince.  Begum N usrat  B h utto, t rave l l ing in a 
lower c lass  of  t ra i n , a long wi th  a 13  yea rs o ld  ch i l d  of  a 
pa rty worker went  to the  meet ing  d isguised a s  a 
gra ndmother  wear ing a ve i l .  Before the  s tart of  the  
meet ing, A l l ana  was a rrested fro m h is  hote l  room a nd 
deported back  to Karach i .  The po l ice ra ided t h e  meet ing 
p lace a nd a rrested its pa rt i c ipa nts ,  but  befo re the  ra id ,  
MRD had issued its u lt imatum,  fo r the  end  of M a rt i a l  Law 
and for e lect ions  with in  t hree m o n ths, otherwise people  
w i l l  do i t  with the i r  own power. The m eet i ng a lso ca l led for 
country-wide p rotest on 2 3 'd M a rc h .  Over two thousa nd  
workers of d iffe ren t  pa rt ies ga t hered outs ide  the  meet ing 
ve nue,  who were baton cha rged for severa l t imes  a nd 
a bout  600 of them were taken i nto  custody by the  po l i ce .  

As Begum N usrat  B hu tto came out  of  meet ing a nd 
add ressed t he  gathered worker, she  was  a lso taken  i n to 
custody a nd was t h reatened for a fa ke  po l ice e ncounter  a t  
a dese rted p lace .  Later  s h e  was m oved to Kot Lakhpat  J a i l  
a t  e igh t  i n  the  eve n i ng a n d  a fter  one  hour, pol ice sh i fted 
her  to La horeAi rport, fro m where she was d e ported to 
Kara ch i .  Protest ing aga i nst  the a rrest of  leade rsh i p  a n d  
d i s rupt ion of M R D  meet ing, workers i n  Lahore s e t  on  fi re 
two b uses a nd a motor  cycle of pt>l ice d e p a rtment ,  wh i le i n  
Gujranwala ,  workers b locked Lahore- G uj ra nwa l a  h ighway 
for over t h ree hours .  
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On 2 71h Feb rua ry, doctors i n  R awa l p ind i  a rranged a 
meet ing to d iscuss the  possib i l i t ie s  of jo in ing  M R D  ca l l  for 
the restorat ion  of d emocracy.  Po l i ce ra ided the  meet ing 
and a rrested twenty docto rs .  

The jo in i ng  a nd su pport by t h e  l e ft i s t  e leme nts h a d  t i t led 
the  M R D  toward s the  issues of  the  genera l  ma sses, which  
c lea r ly reflected i n  t h e  s ix -po int  i n terim c h a rte r  of  
dema nds, a n n o u n ced i n  a p ress conference at  the 
begi n n ing  of  the  month  of  M a rch ,  by Fata hya b Al i  Khan,  
the M RD conve n e r  for t h e  pe riod,  which stated,  1-
i m mediate and  u n cond itio n a l  re lease  of a l l  po l it i ca l  
p riso n e rs i n  the  count ry, 2 - p rovisio n of  a lternat ive jobs to 
a l l  t hose sacked by a utonom ous bodies,  na t iona l ized 
ind ustr ies,  e d ucat iona l  i nst i tut ions ,  n ewspa per  ind ustry, 3-
reh a b i l it a t ion  of  a l l  those who have been  d ispossessed of 
the i r  h ut m e n ts a n d  d e p rived of  the i r  d a i ly ea rn ings as  a 
resu l t  o f  d i sm issa l s  o r  re mova l  of e n croachments .  4- A 25% 
cut  in  the  p rices of e ssent ia l  com modit ies, d iese l  a n d · 
petro l ,  a s  we l l a s  i n  ra i lway a n d  other  pub l i c  t ra nsport 
fa res.  5- I m m ed iate wi thdrawa l  of restr ict ions  o n  the  
move m e n t  of c i tize ns  between  a ny o f  the  fo u r  p rovinces of 
Pa kista n .  6- Non- i n terfe re n c e  i n  the  academic affa i rs by 
the Adm i n istrat io n a n d  the po l i ce . 

'O n  t h e  fore ign pol icy, t h e  m a i n  content ion  among the  M RD 
com pon e nt  pa rt ies was Pa k ista n's  po l icy rega rd i ng the  
ne ighboring  Afg h a n istan .  The  P P P, N DP, M KP a nd QMA 
were for non - i n te rfe ren ce sta nce  s i n ce day  one  of the  
Babrak  Karma l  gove r n m e nt,  w h i l e  t h e  r ight-wing part ies  of  
the  a l l i ance  were  fo r a nt i-Afgha n revo lut ion  pol icy, 
p ro m oted by t h e  Pakistan i  s tate  with  the  sup port of the  
U SA.  

The M RD set  2 3 rd M a rch ,  the  Pa kista n Day, as  the  ta rgeted 
date fo r ma ssive str ike a n d  d e m onstrat ions  ac ross the 
c o u n t ry .  Some of the PPP m un ic ipa l  counci lors, e lected in 
the 1 97 9  loca l  e l ecti o n s  agreed to resign .  
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As the  po l it ica l pa rt ies  started prep a ra t ions  fo r t h e i r  t i rst  
jo int  p rotest aga i nst Genera l  Z ia ,  some advf:ntu r ists  
h ijacked a P IA p la ne on  3 'dM a rch , l a ter  owned b'y' t i l l  t hen  
u n known A l -Zu lf iqa r  O rga n isat ion (AZO ) l ed  by M u rtaza  
Bh utto, the  ex i led son  of sen ior  B hutto .  The  h i ' a ck i ng c a m t� 
a s  the  b less ing i n  d isguise fo r Genera l  Z ia ,  w no u n leash e <' 
u n p recedented  mass a rrests, torture a n d  .t:ven k i l l i ngs  i 1 1  
cust-ody of  h i s  po l it ica l oppone nts.  

Soon a fter  the  h ijack ing,  Sa rd a r  Qayum a nnounced to u nd- i  
t he  M R D; t he  statement  was b roadca sted from the  stat<� 
run Rad io  Pa k ista n .  M R D  leader  Nafi s  S idd iqu i  conta r::te •  ! 
B B C '  a n d  gave the  a l l i a n ce po in t  of  v iew tha t  S a rda r w e, . 
not  the  permanent  ch i ef of M R O  and  had  the  l ea  d i n. : 
respons ib i l i t ies  fo r just  one  month  a n d  had no a uthor i ty  t o  
undo t h e  a l l i a n ce .  

Soon a fter  the  h ijack i ng, Sa rdar  Qayum of  M u s l im  
confe rence q u i t  M R D  a n d  started efforts to fo rm a r ight
wing a l l i a n ce and i n  th is  regard he  approached N OP,  
M u s l i m  League and  JU I  Da rkhawast i group .  A l though  
add ress ing  a p ress conference i n  La hore on  241h M a rch,  hf 
den ied t h a t  he  had q u it MRD o n  government  i nst igat ion  
but  the  po l i t i ca l c i rc les  were sure that  the offi c i a l  back i ng  
was  b e h i nd  t h a t  ac t .  I n  that  p ress confe rence, he  a ccused 
PPP  h ig h  co m m a nd espec ia l l y  B h utto lad ies, of s u p po rt i ng  
te rro rist a ct iv i t ies  i nc l ud ing the  h ijack ing .  

I n  t he  coming  days, t he  j unta u n leashed i nd i sc r im inate  
tor ture  and  mass a rrests t h roughout the  co unt ry, i n c l u d i ng 
the  energet i c  leaders a n d workers of t h e  M R D  componen t  
p a rt ies .  M a i raj Moham med Kha n a n d  Fatehya b A l i  K h a r� 
were a rrested on  2 2 "d M a rch a n d  were kept i n  t he  so l i ta ry 
confine m e n t  i n  Ka ra c h i  Centra l  J a i l .  

The  dawn  of year  1 9 8 2  witnessed a new wave of  po l i t i ca l 
wa l l  cha l k i ng  by d i ffe rent po l i t i ca l  pa rt ies a n d t h e i r  w i ngs 
on  the  wa l l  of  La rka n a .  
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On 2 0th J a n u a ry, S i n d h  government  i m posed a t h ree 
months  ban o n  the  entry  of  fo rmer  fed era l  m i n is ter  M a l i k  
Ma iraj K h a l i d  in t he  p rov ince u n d e r  M a intena nce of  Pub l i c  
O rd e r  1 9 60 .  

The p ro -j u nt a  med ia  u n l eashed i t s  c a m pa ign  a g a i nst  M R D 
a n d  in  t h i s  rega rd a p ro -mart i a l  l aw Si n d h i  d a i ly Mehran 
Hyde ra bad  on l l1h Feb rua ry 1982,  w rote an ed i tor i a l  u n d e r  
t h e  h ea d i n g  of M R O  a n d  a ccused t h a t  most of  its 
component  pa rt ies were yet to accept the id eo logy of 
P a k is tan  a n d  were g reedy to grab the  power .  The 
newspaper  op ined  t h a t  the  movement  fo r the  restora t iorl  
of  democracy was fo r ha rming the Pak is tan  r a ther  than  to  
resto re d emoc ra cy i n  t he  count ry. 

In J u ne 1982,  at t h e  ti m e  of the I s rae l i  agg ress io n in  
Leba non  a n d k i l l i ng of Pa l est in i a n s, M R D  gave a c a l l  of  
pub l i c  d e monstra t ions .  I n  every nook a n d  corner  of  the  
count ry, pe op l e  responded in  b ig  n u m b e r  to t h e  c a l l  and  
ca m e  out  in  t he  so l ida rity w i th  the  Pa l est i n i ans .  

O n  5th Septemb er, Punja b  government  im posed t h ree 
months bari  o n  the  en t ry of M a u l a n a  Shah A h m e d  Noora n i  
of  J U P  in  the  p rov ince,  w h i l e  t w o  d a ys l a t e r, F ront ier  
government  imposed same k ind  of  ba n o n  M a l i k  
M o h a m me d  Qas im,  the  Secre ta ry G enera l of  M us l i m  
l e a g u e  a n d  a ce nt ra l l e a d e r  of  M R D.  

Centra l Action Com m ittee of  MRD he ld  i t s  meet ing a t the  
K a ra c h i  res idence of  Sh erbaz  M aza ri,  on  2 5th September  
a nd rea ffi rmed i ts  dema nds of ho ld i ng genera l  e lect ions  
wi th in  90  d ays a n d  a l lowing the  po l iti ca l  a cti viti es .  Begum 
N usrat  B h utto a nd T l  l eader  Na fis S id d i qu i  a lso a ttended  
the  m eet ing .  O n  the  occas ion t a l k i ng  to journa l ists,  
S id d i q u i  a n n o u nced tha t  h is  party w i l l  not  q u i t  M R D, a s  his 
pa rty's recent ly he ld  Centra l Comm ittee meet ing  h a d  
rejected t he  s uggest ion of  q u i t t ing M R D  w i t h  the  majority 
of twenty aga i n st fo u r  m e m bers .  E a r l i e r, on  2 "d Septem b e r, 
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Nafi s  S idd iqu i  as the  pa rty i n format ion  secreta ry had 
a n nou nced that  h i s  pa rty had d iffe rences  w i th  other  
pa rt ies  on  the  orga n iza t iona l  fo rmat ion  of M R D, so in  
protest w i l l  not attend M R D  m eet ings.  

On  1 1th October, M R D  Secreta ry Genera l  Khwaja Kha i rud 
D i n  a nd Jo in t  Secreta ry M a i raj Moham med Kha n den ied 
that  M R D  w i l l  jo in  the na t iona l  government  u n d e r  M a rt i a l  
Law regime .  

On  2 1st October, M RD 
orga n izat iona l  set up, w i th  
Tha nvi  of PPP  as  Secreta ry. 

Ka rach i  a nn o u n ced i t s  
M a u l a na  Ah it ram u l  Haque  

Fate hya b Al i  khan, the  convener  of  MRD fo r the month  of  
Nove m be r  a n nou nced t h a t  the  a l l i a nce w i l l  m a rk 
restorati on  of consti tu tion  day o n  10th Nove m ber. 
Address ing a press co nfere nce,  he  su pported the  la wyers' 
ongoing movement  for t he  suprem a cy of c iv i l ia n  jud ic ia ry. 

At the begi n n ing of 1983, M R D  was la ck ing the s p i ri t  a nd 
the  work ing re lat ionsh i p  to l a u n c h  a m ove ment  aga i nst  the  
mighty m i l ita ry junta . Accord i ng to one of  i ts  l eaders 
Anwer Abbass Naqv i  ' the  b iggest issue fo r M R D  was to 
prove tha t  i t  was not a pa pe r-a l l ia nce .  A l though l eadersh ip  
fro m S i n dh  was forc ing  the  centra l  l eaders h i p  to sta rt a 
dec isive movement but  t he  P u nj a b  a n d  Fro nt ie r  l eadersh ip  
were fu l l  of excuses of  l ack ing  in  p repa rat ions . '  M R D  
Ce ntra l  Act ion Com m ittee d eputed Na qvi  t o  v i s i t  Lahore, 
Rawa l p i n d i  a nd Peshawa r to prepare the loca l leadersh ip  
for a move ment  but  h e  returned frustrated and judg ing the 
s i tuat ion  i n  P u nj a b  a nd Front ier  p rovinces,  o nce aga i n  a 
dec is ion was taken  i n  Lahore meet ing  to postpone the 
proposed movement .  Th i s  d i s he a rtened the  cad res in  
S indh a nd o n  the i r  p ressure;  later  t he  centra l  M RD 
leadersh ip  re luctant ly a n n o u nced a dec is ive movement  i n  
August .  
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O n  151h Februa ry, loca l N O P  a nd  M R D  leader  Abid Z u b a ri 
had a rra nged a rece pt ion  a t  h is res idence  i n  Ka rach i  i n  
honor  of h i s  pa rty ch ief Wa l i  Kha n ,  who w a s  i n  the  c i ty 
fro m h is  detent ion  i n  Cha rsada F ron t i e r  to record h i s  
sta tement  a s  the  defe nse witness i n  t he  Co m m u n ist ( J am 
Saq i )  Consp i racy Case .  A l though  i n i t i a l ly W a l i  Khan  was  
a l lowed to s tay  fo r fou r  days i n  Ka ra c h i  b u t  l a ter o n  the  
co m p let ion  of  h i s  state ment, the  M a rt i a l  Law a u t hor i t ies 
asked h i m  to leave the  c ity two days e a rl ie r. The recept ion  
w i thout  its ch ief g uest was conve rted i n to a p rotest 
m eet i ng, which p rovided an opport u n i ty to M R D  to 
rea ct ivate i tse lf .  

On t he  occa s ion of the  S u m m i t  Confe re nce of the Non
A l igned Move m e n t  ( N A M ), he ld  i n  New D e l h i ,  d u r i ng  
M a rch 1983, Khwaja Kha i rudd in ,  Secretary G e n e ra l  of the  
M R D, sent  a message  to the  pa rt i c i pa nts  of the  S u m m it,  
u rg i n g  them not  to a ccept  the  c redent i a l s  of  Z ia  reg ime  
wh ich  was  not  o n ly i l l eg i t imate  b ut h a d  f louted the  
e l e m e n ta ry p ri n c i p les  of non -a l i gnm ent  by  tu rn i ng  
Pa kistan i nto a spr i ngboard fo r America n strateg ic  des igns  
in  t he  reg ion .  Beg u m  Nus rat B hutto, the cha i rperson of the 
PPP ,  who was in  E u rope fo r t re a t m e n t  a nd Afza l Ba ngash ,  
t he  Cent ra l  P re s ident  of  the  M KP, who was  in  ex i le  i n  
U n i ted  K ingdom, a lso sen t  s i m i l a r  m essages to  t h e  NAM 
confe re n ce aga i n st t he  seat ing  of the  usu rper  Ge nera l Z i a .  

I n  M a y  1983,_ Pak i st a n  Democratic Forum,  formed by  
M a rx ist  i n te l lect u a l  Dr .  Feroz Ahm ed  a nd  o ther  Pa k istan i  
exi l es i n  USA, p u b l i shed a 1 2-page book let  i n  E ng l i sh ,  t i t l ed  
'Movement  fo r t he  Resto ra t ion of  Democracy ( M R D ) ' .  I n  
th i s  sma l l  b u t  s ign if ica n t  documen t, not  o n ly the  bas i c  
cha rter and  strugg le  of  the  M R D  were supported,  the  
group added i ts  own objecti ves, i n c l u d i n g :  l .  To mob i l i ze  
sup port fo r the  strugg le waged i n s ide  Pak i st a n fo r the  
l i ft i n g  of M a rt i a l  Law, ho ld i ng  or e lect ions  under  the  1973 
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consti tution ,  a nd fo r t h e  restoration of democracy, 2 .  To 
m o b i l i ze pub l ic o p i n ion aga i nst t he  d a ngerously 
p rovocat ive fo re ign po l i cy of the Z ia  reg ime,  which has  
tu rned Pa kista n i n to  a so- ca l led front l i ne  state,  a nd i nto a 
reg iona l  gendarme fo r the protect ion of  im per ia l i st  
i n terests,  and to exert  p ressure for  a peacefu l  po l it ica l 
sett l e me nt  with the  Government of Democrat ic  Repub l i c  
of Afg ha n ista n a nd to work  fo r a genu ine ly no n-a l ig ned 
fo reign pol icy .  3 .  To d issem i nate authenti c  and re leva nt  
informat ion  a bout  the  struggle of the Pa k ist a n i  people 
aga i nst the  bruta l  m i l i ta ry d ictatorsh ip  of Genera l  Z ia ,  a n d  
fo r de mocra cy, soc ia l  progress, a nd nat iona l 
i ndependence, 4 .  To offer  concrete support to the  M R D  
a n d  other  orga n izat ions, strugg l ing  fo r the d emocrat i c  
r ights  of t he  peop le ,  5 .  To  provide a cr iti ca l  a n a lys is  of  the  
State  and society, from the  pe rs pect ive of the  struggle of 
ou r  peop le  fo r freedom and economic  wel l -be ing .  

The P D F  p rese nted its 1 3-po int dema nds, wh ich  stated,  1 .  
Re lease a il po l i t i ca l  p riso ners and  d rop cha rges aga i nst  a l l  
those i m p l i ca ted i n  po l iti ca l  cases .  2 ,  D isband  m i l i ta ry 
courts  a n d  t he  so-ca l led  Sha ri a t  cou rts  a n d  benches, 3 .  
D isso lve the  so-ca l led  M aj l is - i -Shoora ( rubber  sta m p  
Co nsu l tat ive Asse m b ly, m a i n l y  cons isted o n  re l ig ious a nd 
r ight-wing e l e ments ) ,  4 .  Remove the  ban  o n  po l i ti ca l  
pa rti e s  a n d  activ ities,  5 .  Announce a n  ea rly date fo r t h e  
ho ld ing  o f  e lect ions to  t h e  Nationa l  a nd P rovi nc i a l 
Asse m b l ies  under  the  consti t uti on of 1973 ,  6 .  Re move the  
restr ict ions  o n  p ress, i nc l ud ing  the  ban  on  da i l y  M asawat  
and other  pub l i cati o ns ,  7 .  Withdraw the  so-ca l l ed  
Provis iona l  Const i tu t io n a l  Ord er  (PCO) and  a l l  M a rt i a l  Law 
ord inance s  and regu l ati o ns,  8 .  L ift the M a rti a l  Law a n d  
h a n d  over power to the  P rovis iona l  Government  t o  be  
n o m i n a ted b y  the  p o l i t i c a l  pa rt ies for t he  pu rpose of  
ho ld ing the  e lectio ns,  9 .  Remove restr ictions  on  t rade 
un ion  a ct iv i t ies, i n c l u d i n g  r ight  to s t r i ke  a n d  re i nstate a l l  
t h e  l a i d -off workers, 1 0 .  Stop in terference i n  Afgh a n istan ,  
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expel  Afg h a n  counte r- revo l ut io n a ry o rga n izat ions  from the  
so i l  of P a k ista n a nd s ign  a t reaty  of peace  a nd fri e n d s h i p  
w i t h  Afg h a n ista n ,  fac i l i t a t ing t h e  retu rn  o f  Afghan  refugees 
a nd norma l i z a t i on  of re la t ions  between the two countr ies ,  
1 1 .  Stop const ructi o n  of bas i ng/servic ing  fa c i l i ti e s  on t h e  
M a k ra n Coast  fo r t he  U n ited States Cent ra l Com m a n d  
Ra p id  D e p l oyment  Forces i n  t he  I n d i a n  Oce a n  region,  1 2 .  
Stop gove r n m e nt i nterfe rence i n  educat iona l  i n st i t utes,  
a nd re i nstate  a l l  the teachers f ired from serv ices and a l l  
t he  stude n ts rusti cated,  1 3 .  Stop d ena t io n a l i za t ion  o f  
i n d ustr ies a nd educat iona l  i n st i tutes .  Th rough c l a ndest i ne  
c h a n ne ls ,  t h i s  book le t  was b rought  into the  count ry a n d  
w a s  b a n n e d  b y  the  S i n d h  Gove r n m e n t  on  201h  J u ly. 

In i ts rep resenta tives meeti ng on 3rd J u n e  1983,  a tt ended  
by a l l  pa rt ies  except  the  Ta h ree k- i- l st a q l a l ,  M R D  adopted  
i ts  31  po in ts  bas i c  cha rte r, wh i ch  says  tha t  t he  a l l i a nce 
s tands  fo r, l .  Sa feguard i ng the  so l ida r ity, i ndependence  
a nd sovere ignty of the  count ry a nd r':!cogn i z i ng  the  
u n a n i m ous ly passed const i tut ion  a n d  u n a n i mous  
a m e n d m e nt s  to i t  ( i n c l ud ing  the  Qad i a n i  i s sue )  a n d  
cont i n ued strugg le  t o  e n d  t h e  poverty, d isease,  h u nger, 
i l l i te racy a nd exp lo i tation ,  2 .  The sta b i l ity of defense  
a bi l ity, a longs ide m i l it a ry t ra i n i ng fo r a l l  hea l thy Pa k istan is 
to get r id of  m i l i t a ry inst i tut ion  of  adventu r ists a nd 
s_a feguard i ng t he  country fro m the  i m pos i t ion  of M a rt i a l  
L a w  i n  fut u re a nd fo r the  defe n se of  motherl a n d  a n d  i ts  
co nstit uti o n, 3 .  Accord ing  to the  M u s l i m  way of 
gove rna nce,  g u a ra ntee of the  r ight to keep a r m s  fo r a l l  
Pa kista n i  c i ti ze n s, 4 .  Pa rti c i pa ti o n  o f  a l l  geogra ph i ca l ,  
h isto r ica l ,  c u l t u ra l  a n d l i ngu is t i c  na t iona l i t ies  of  the  
federa t ion  of Pa k is tan  i n  the  a ffa i rs of  the  state,  a long  
wi th  guarantees  fo r t he  pro mot ion  of the i r  po l i t i ca l ,  
e cono'l1 ic  and  c u l tura l  r ights a n d  guara ntees of p rotect ion  
fro m exp lo i ta t ion  and  i nequa l ity, so tha t  the  u n ity a nd 
so l ida r ity a mo n g  the  people of fed e ra t i ng u n it s  cou ld be  
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ach ieved , 5. P rotecti o n  a n d promotion  of fi ne  a rts, c u l t u re 
a n d l i ngu ist ic  her i tage of a l l  fed e rate  u n its, sma i l  c u l t u ra l  
a nd l i ngu ist ic  groups, m a k ing sure of t h e i r  fu l l  
p a rti ci pation  i n  nation a l  l i fe, 6 .  st a b i l ity of d e mocra ti c  
i n st i t utes, su pre macy of l a w  in  po l i t ica l order a n d  i n  t he  
l i gh t  o f  1 97 3  co nstituti on str ict  i m p lementa ti o n  of t h e  
separa t ion  of powers o f  t h e  pa r l i ament ,  j ud ic ia ry a n d  
a d m i n is t ra ti o n, 7 .  Safeguard ing a n d  e n h a nc ing  t h e  
i ndependence of j ud ic ia ry, 8 .  Safegu a rd i ng a n d  enha nci ng 
t h e  bas ic  r ights and c iv i l  l i bert ies  of t he  peo p le a n d  
undo ing  a l l  laws i n  confl ict o f  t h e  c iv i l  r ights, 9 .  Comp lete 
freedom of p ress and undo ing of P ress a nd P u b l ica t io n s  
Ord ina nce, 10 .  Restora ti o n  o f  workers'  r ights  fo r t he  t rade 

· u n ion  a ct iv i t ies, a long wi th  guara ntee of the  r ig h t  to  str ike 
fo r t he  co l lecti ve ba rga i n i ng, 1 1 .  E n d i ng t h e  concerns  of 
law a n d  order  s i tua t ion by i m p roving i t, 1 2 .  Sa feg u a rd i ng 
a n d  e n ha nc ing  t he  i n te rests a n d  r ights  of re l ig ious  
m inorities,  13 .  P rovid ing equa l  opport u n iti es  and eco n o m ic 
a nd soc i a l  r ights  to wo men fo r t he i r  par t i c ipat ion  i n  every 
sector of n a ti ona l  l ife, 14 .  E nd i ng of corru pti o n  i n  a l l  c iv i l  
a nd m i l i ta ry i n � ti t utes a long wi th  a l l  o ther  sectors of  l ife , 
bes ide t h a t  tsta b l i sh ing a perma n e nt syste m  of 
accounta b i l ity to cope with co rrupt ion  i n  c iv i l ,  m i l i ta ry a n d  
other  sectors, 1 5 .  lowe r ing t h e  bu rden  o f  taxes,  c u t  i n  
expenses a nd s i m p l ic ity i n  a l l  secto rs of l i fe a n d  red uct ion  
i n  non- prod uctive a d m i n istra tive expe n d i t u res, 16 .  
i ncrease i n  wages and  sa l a ries of workers, e m p loyees a n d  
p rofess iona ls accord ing  t o  ;J rice - h i ke, 1 7- compensat ion  o f  
i n e q u a l ity a n d soc ia l  a n d  econom i c  in just ice w i th  i nd ustr ia l 
la bor, workers, peasa n ts a n d  low- i ncome genera t i n g  
people a nd p rovidence o f  equa l  o p portu n i t ies  fo r a l l 
c i ti zens  t h rough necessa ry actions  a n d  reforms, 1 8 .  
Protect ion  o f  peasa n ts from fo rced l a bo r  a n d  fo rced 
evict ion, a long with d is t ri bu t ion  of state l a n d  in loca l  
peasa nts  and  mea n ingful l a nd  reforms, 1 9 .  a l l  bas i c  
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a m e n i t ies fo r kutchi abadis a nd c i t i zens  on  pr io r ity bases ,  
20 .  E n h a nc i n g  the Pa k ista n i  economy o n  the bas i s  of se l f  
confide nce,  bes ide that  to  get  economic  i n d e p e ndence fo r 
Pa k i s tan  a n d  to get  r id  of fo re ign  d ebt a nd ste ps to protect 
i t  from t h e  consp i rac ies  of m u l ti -nat io n a ls a n d  mo nopoly 
c a p ita l ists, 2 1 .  e n h a nc i n g  agr icu l tu re fo r the  poss ib le  
g rowth  i n  the agri c u l t u ra l  prod uct ion a nd effo rts for  
a ttract i ng t h e  fi na nc ia l i n st i tutes toward  t h e  agr i cu l tu ra l  
sector, 2 2 .  Promoti o n  o f  i nd ustr ia l  a " d  fi n a n c i a l  i tems 
t h rough  us ing  the  n a t u ra l  resources, loca l  p rod uce a nd 
m a n power, 2 3 .  ban  o f  i m port of such  l u x u ri o us i tems,  
w h ich  c:rn be produced domest ica l ly  so the loca l 
i n d ustr ia l ists ca n b e  e n c o u rage t h rough  the  p rotect ion of 
the domestic m a rket  a nd t h e i r  i nte rests could be  
protected, 24 .  P rov ide job  opport u n iti e s  fo r the  rura l 
po pu la t ion  a nd fo r t h e i r  p rosperity s;teps fo r t h e  i n c rease 
in  the agro- ind ust ry, 25 .  Fu tu re g u a ra ntees fo r the 
eco n o m ic deve lopment  o f  Pa k i s tan  o n  the  bases of  c lea r 
d iv i s ion  between  p u b l i c  a n d  p rivate sector i nd ust ries, such  
i nd ustr ies wi l l  be  est a b l is hed i n  t he  p u b l ic sector  wh ich  
wi l l  not  be poss ib le in  the  p r ivate sector  a nd wh ich  be  of  
d efe nse na tu re, steps to p rotect p u b l i c  sector  fro m 
co rruption ,  m i smanage m e nt ,  losses a nd b u rea ucracy, 2 6 .  
E co n o m ic a n d soc ia l  system o n  the  bases  of wages 
a ccord i ng to work a n d  a b i l i ty wi l l  be esta b l i shed ,  a long  
w i t h  the  exp lo i tat ion  of  i n d iv i dua l s  a nd reg ions  w i l l  be  
e nded i n  due  p rocess, 2 7 .  Wi thdrawa l  from a l l  m i l it a ry 
ag re e m ents l n d  a ssura nce  of  non-a l i gned  status of 
Pa k ist a n  by d i sta nc i ng  from the confl i c t  of the super  
powers, 28 .  fri end ly re l a ti o ns,  a cco rd i n g  to t h e  peaceful  
co-existence and f ive p r i nc i pa l s  of  B and ung  co nfe ren ce 
w i th  a l l  countr ies espec i a l ly w i th  ne ighbors, t h i rd wor ld  
and the I s l am ic  co un t r ies,  29 .  S u p port  for the  r ight  of se l f  
determ ina t ion  fo r a l l  e ns l aved na t ions  of  the  t h i rd world,  
30.  Com plete compensation  fo r those who bore a t roc i ti e s  
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a n d  tor ture by the M a rt i a l  Law reg ime,  3 1 .  Co m p lete 
acco u n t a b i l i ty  of M a rt i a l  La w and  i ts  supporters .  

Ta h reek- i - l sta q la l  (T l ) ,  objected to these  poi nts, t h rough a 
le t ter  of i ts  act i ng Pres ident  M u n i r  Shah, tha t  beca use of 
h i s  p a rty's opposit ion,  t hese poi n ts shou ld  not ha\le  been 
a p p rove d .  I n  response, the  a l l i a nce Secretary Genera l  
Khwaja Kha i rudd in  c la r if ied t h a t  a l l  t he a t te n d i n g  part ies 
had  consensus on these po in ts, so the object ions  by the  Tl  
were of no wort h . 

Ta l k ing  to journa l ists, o n  4th  J u ne,  M a z a ri sa id  t h a t  ' M R D  
does n o t  wa n t  t o  im pose i t s  3 1  po in ts on  a ny pa rty but  
they wished that  no pa rty should h a rm the  move m e nt fo r 
the  resto ra t ion  of democracy on  p retext of t hese po ints ' .  

M a za ri offe red that  i f  Tl  had  object ion to a ny of the  po i nts,  
i t  could be sorted out  on  the negot ia t ion  table.  Rep ly ing to  
t hat ,  T l  leader  M us h i r  Pesh Imam sa id tha t  h i s  pa rty 
be l ieved in the st ruggle a nd wo u l d  a ccept  t h e  M R D 
dec is ions .  

M R D  S i n d h  convened i ts  p rov inc ia l  conve nti o n  on 1 0th 

J u ne,  hosted by J U I  a t  a se m i n a ry 'Darul Uloom 
Rabania'Ka rach i .  J U I  p rov inc ia l  ch ief M a u l a n a  N o o r  u l  
H u d a  c h a i red the conven t i on .  A day ea r l ier, t he po l i ce  had  
a p p roached t he sem i n a ry a d m in istra t ion;  a sked  i t  no t  to  
·a l low i t s  prem ises fo r a ny po l i t i ca l  act iv i ty. The sem i n a ry 
a d m i n is trat ion refused to obl ige a nd the workers of 
d iffe re n t  p a rt ies  sta rted mob i l i z i ng  the pub l i c .  

The convent ion was  schedu led  after  t he Fr iday p raye r but  
t h e  po l ice cordon-off t h e  a rea fro m e a rly morn ing  so the  
a t t e n d a nce was very th i n .  As  t he pol ice had b locked the  
roa d s, tents  a n d  sou nd  system fo r conve nt ion  cou ld  not  
rea ched the venue and  the p roceed i ngs were he ld  u n d e r  
_t he  w a r m  s u n  fro m 2 . 30 i n  n o o n  t o  7 i n  t he eve n i ng, d u r i n g  
wh ich l eaders h a d  to shout  t h e i r  speeches d e l i ve red 
wi thout  sound  syste m .  A l though beca use of few s loga n s  a 



Civil Disobedience against  Zia 1981-1988 8 1  

tens ion  a rose i n  t h e  convent ion b ut t he  leaders h i p  
m a n aged to  p a c ify t he  workers o f  d iffe re n t  com pone n t  
pa rt ies  of  M R D .  

She rbaz M a za r i ,  t he  M R D  convener  fo r t he  m o n t h  of J u ly, 
a d d ress i n g  a press confe re nce on 2nd J u ly, h i nted t h a t  
s o m e  a l l i ed  p a rt ies  were t ry ing to q u i t  M R D a n d  req uested 
these  p a rt ies  to recons ider  the ir  sta nce,  a s  i t  wou ld  go i n  
favor o f  t h e  m i l i t a ry j u n t a .  I n  t h e  same p ress confe ren ce, 
he cr i t ic ized P a k is tan ' s  fo reign po l icy a n d  a sked t h e  
gover n me n t  t o  refra i n  fro m t he  confl i c t  of t h e  s u p e r  
powers a n d  i n i t i a te d i rect  t a l k s  w i t h  Afg h a n  P res ident  
Bab ra k  Ka rma !  to  so lve t he  Afgha n  i ssue .  

O n  the  same d ay, the  S indh Home Depart m e n t  a n nou nced 
an expe nd i t u re of a bout  30 m i l l ion  rupees to  e n ha nce t h e  
po l ice check  posts t h roughout  t he  prov ince a n d  f o r  t h e  
better  resi d e n t i a l  fa c i l i t ies  fo r t he  po l ice offic ia l s .  Th i s  
d eve l o p m e n t  i n d icated  t ha t  t he  gove r n m e n t  had  fi rm  
be l ieve t h a t  t h is t i me  i t  wou ld  face a rea l  ba t t l e  i n stead of  
m e re press sta tem ents  a n d  wa s  prepar ing  i tse l f  fo r t h e  O
day .  

I n  t h e  ea rly da y s  of  Ju ly  19 8 3 ,  reco m m e nd a ti o n s  by  
co m mit tees  fo rmed  by  the  gove r n m e n t  rega rd i ng t he  new 
po l it ica l system of t h e  country, a lso s u rfaced . O bservers  
were of t h e  o p i n io n  that  t he  gove r n m e n t  d id  no t  want  to  
move fo rwa rd and  so  i t  fo rmed t h ree  d iffe re n t  
co m m ittees .  These recom menda t ions  were va r ied fro m 
each other . I t  i s  i n t e rest ing to note t he  reco m m e n d a t i o n s  
were fo r m u la ted  by co m m i tt ees cons isted of 30  m e m bers  
of  Z i a ' s  ha nd-p icked M aj l i s - i -Shoora . Accord i ng  to t he  
reco m m e nd a t ion  t h e  P res ident  shou ld  ho ld  a l l  e m e rge ncy 
powers; a l t hough  a woman  cou ld  be the P r i m e  M i n i ster  
bu t  she  cou ld not  be head  of the  State .  The com m ittee 
u n d e r  t h e  Federa l  M i n ister  Raj a S i k a n d a r  Za m a n  
reco m mended  t h a t  t he  ba n on  t he  pol i t i ca l pa rt ies s h o u l d  
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co nt i nue  a n d  a ba la nce of power between t h e  P res ident  
a n d  the  P r ime  M i n iste r shou ld  be m a i nt a i n e d .  

The M R D  ca l l ed fo r a pea ceful  B lack  D a y  on  5 th  J u ly, t h e  
day  w h e n  s i x  yea rs a g o  Genera l  Z ia  i m posed M a rt i a l  Law.  
As the day ap proached,  the government  a rrested Sherbaz  
Khan  Mazar i ,  the  co nvener  of MRD a n d  sh i fted  h im to  h i s  
v i l lage Roj han  i n  fa r f l u ng Southern P u nja b .  Accord ing to 
the or ig i n a l  schedu le  fo r tha t  da y, the M R D  h a d  p l a n ned  a 
r a l ly fro m Maza r i 's  Karach i  res idence i n  the  posh a rea of 
Defe nse Hous ing  Society and afte r  pass ing  t h rough 
d i ffe rent roads  of K a rach i  i t  had  to cu lm i nate  at  the  Jacob 
Lane mosq ue, where the  loca l l eader  of t he P P P M a u lana  
A h it ra m  ul  H aque Tha nv i  was the ch ief c l e r i c .  The  ra l ly  was 
to be a d d ressed by t he leaders of compo n e n t  p a rt i e s .  O n  
that  day, the supporters  o f  M R D  ho isted b l ack  f lags o n  
the i r  rooftops a n d  took o u t  ra l l ies i n  d i ffe re n t  c i t ies .  

I n  Ka rach i ,  po l i ce cord on ed off the  M a z a ri Ho use but  m a ny 
M R D  supporters i n c l ud i ng  wo men,  reached  t h e re a fter  
dodg ing  a n d confront ing  the  po l ice .  I n  the  h ide and seek ,  
the  pol ice arrested many workers a n d  leaders .  The po l ice 
a l so cordoned off the J a cob Lane mosq ue .  The women 
were i n  b ig number  wi th  the ra l ly brought  o u t  f rom the 
M aza ri House .  I n  Kora ng i  a nd other  pa rts of  t h e  c ity, the 
workers e rected barr icades on d i ffe re nt  roa ds .  K a ra c h i  Ba r  
Assoc iat ion and  Karach i  P ress C l u b  hoisted b l ack  f lags on  
roof- to ps. The  peop le  i n  Hydera bad,  Larka n a ,  J a coba bad ,  
Bad in ,  Radhan  a n d  other  p l a ces observed the  'B l ack-Day' .  
In  La hore, worke rs b locked d ifferent bu sy roads  a nd M R D 
P u njab  Secreta ry G e ne ra l  Rao Rash id  court a rrested .  I n  
Quetta,  pol ice a rrested overa l l  twe lve po l i t ica l a n d  
stude nts' leaders. I n  Dera I sma i l  Khan ,  po l ice re leased 
M a u l ana  Faza l  Re h m a n  after  fo u r-hour  custody;  he was 
sche d u led to attend a meet ing of loca l  l awyers .  I n  
Hyderabad ,  a M R D p u b l ic meet ing was a d d ressed by t h e  
loca l l eaders 
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O n  the  sa m e  day, a pro-Zia pol it ic ia n P ir  Paga ro said i n  
Lahore that  h is party was struggl ing for the  restorat ion of 
d e mocracy in the cou ntry a n d  in that  regard;  i t  had 
in i t iated the ca m paign of p rayer  ca l l s  i n  the  n ight ,  so that  
d iv ine he lp co u ld  be evoked to  achieve the goa l .  

Duri n g  those days, t h e  P P P  S indh  leader  Syed Qa i m  Al i  
Shah ( later th rice Chief M i n ister  S in_d h )  su rfaced after  two 
yea rs of h id ing.  The Deputy Commissio ner  Sukkur  im posed 
a ba n fo r a month on ta k ing o ut ra l l ies under  secti o n  144, 
whi le the  Mart ia l  Law a uthorit ies deta ined  PPP  Addit iona l  
Secreta ry Ge nera l  ( R )  T i kka  Khan  a n d  forme r  Rawa lp ind i  
Mayor Raees I s l am for two m onths i n  Rawa lp ind i  Ja i l .  

On  1 1th  J u ly, Genera l  Z ia  fo rmed a fourteen members 
comm ittee to fi na l i ze  t h e  futu re po l it ica l  course of the  
country. 

On 1 11h J u ly, Mau lana  Faza l R e h m a n  a n no u nced fo ur  
proposa ls  to further  act ivate  M RD.  H e  stated that  a lthough 
the component part ies  h a d  a l ready  s hown consensus, 
nevert h e less t hese fou r  po ints  �- - 1 1  be_ presented in  next 
M R D  meet ing. He furt h e r  stated that  at  the  m o m e nt his 
pa rty was 'o n leave' from the  M R D  and the  f inal  d ecis ion 
about the fut ure wi l l  be  t a k e n  by the G enera l  Body of t h e  
pa rty. H is four  points were, 1 .  A l l  com ponent  parti es o f  
M R D  shou ld a dopt the  s logan of t h e  I s l a m  a n d  no  pa rty 
shou ld  ra ise o bjecti o n  to i t, 2. M R D  shou ld  have a 
perma nent  orga n izat ion a l  struct u re ,· without that  it would 
not be  a b le  to mo bi l i ze  the  people.  Rotat ion i n  lead ership 
co u ld  not con t i n u e  a s  the pol icy a nd b ri ng o rga nizat ion a l  
sta b i l ity, 3 .  I t  shou ld be  put  o n  record that  M R D  ca mpa ign 
was against the system instead of a ny ind ivid ua l .  M R D  
shou ld  a nnou nce i n  clea r terms that  t i lJ t h e  restorat ion  of 
I sla m ic d emocracy, its struggle wil l  conti n ue, and 4.  The 
spirit of the  -workers shou ld be  sust a i ne d  at a n y  cost a nd 
efforts should  be  ta ken  to  save t h e m  from frustrat ion .  
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I t  was obvious from M a u l a na 's  outb urst  that l i ke  others,  
he was a lso a fra id of the progressive e l eme nts wit h i n  M R D  
a n d  outs ide,  wh ich cou id  d ivert the  movement towards a 
rea l  cha nge i n  the  society.  

A t h u n d e rbolt  struck on 19 1 11 J u ly, when Ret i red Gene ra l 
Fa i z  A l i  C h isht i  a d d ress ing a news co nfere nce sa id t h a t  
b e i n g  a c o m m o n  c i t i zen  o f  the country, he w a s  c lose ly 
watch ing  the s i tuat ion a nd had op in ion  that  people shou ld  
be taken  on boa rd regard ing the fu nct ion o f  the cou n try .  
During  l a st fo u r  yea rs, the gove rnment  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  
l s l a m i za t ion  had  depr ived t h e  c o m m o n  c i t i zens  o f  t h e i r  
bas ic  r ights .  I t  wou ld  be i nterest i ng t o  note t h a t  Ch i sht i  
was cons idered as  the ma i n  p la n ne r  a nd executor of  
Ge nera l Z ia ' s  Martia l  Law in  1977 a n d after  hav ing  m a n y  
im porta n t  po rtfo l ios i n  t h e  government,  he ret ired i n  
M a rch 1980.  

On the  other  hand,  M R D a l so expanded its base and fo r 
the  first t ime, the  representat ive of a S i ndh  based pro
Ch ina g roup  Awa m i  Ta h reek  (AT)  at tended MRD Cent ra l 
Co m m itt ee meeti ng he ld  on  19th J u ly .  AT had  a good 
sup port base i n  peasa ntry especia l ly i n  Southern S i n d h .  

O n  19th J u ly, M R D B a d i n  t a l u ka Secreta ry Genera l  G h u l a m  
M u rtaza  M e m o n  was a rrested a nd severely bea ten b y  t h e  
po l ice fo r i nv i t i ng  P P P  S i n d h  act ing  P res ident  M a khdoom 
K ha l i q ue  Z a m a n .  

T h e  M a rt i a l  Law a u thori t ies took strong not ice o f  the  ra l l y  
b ro ught  out  on  19t h  J u ly, b y  M a i raj M o h a m med K h a n  i n  
Ba d i n .  I n  th i s  rega rd Deputy Com miss ioner  a n d  
Super i n tendent  Po l ice B a d i n  were asked fo r exp la nat io n .  

Yous if  M a s t i  K h a n  of  P N P  a n nou nced t hat  h i s  pa rty w i l l  
fu l ly p a rt ic i pate i n  the  c iv i l  d i sobed ience movement o f  
M R D from 1 4th August .  He  w a s  a d d ress ing a fa st-brea k i n g  
rece pt ion i n  Ka rach i .  CPP  w a s  us ing t h e  P N P  as its open  
fro n t  and  Co m m u n ist sym path i ze rs were fu l ly pa rtic i pa t i ng  
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i n  t h i s  k i n d  of the  po l i t i ca l  ga the r ings ,  o rg a n i zed i n  the 
name of the  re l ig ious  r i t ua l ist ic  act ivity of  brea k i ng  the 
fa st in  the  I s l a m ic month of fa st ing .  

The P u nj a b  Ba r Counc i l  m e m ber  Chaud h ry M o h a m med  
As h r a f  accused t h e  government  o f  un leash ing  t h e  p la nned  
propaga nda  aga i nst  dem ocracy; he d e m a nded  t h e  re lease 
of a l l  po l i t i ca l  pr isone rs .  

A k b a r  Bugt i ,  w h i le speak ing  i n  La hore, s a i d  a l though  M R D 
h a s  yet to take  a c lea r sta nce on the issue of na t iona l i t ies  
bu t  o n ce i t  wo u ld  l a u nc h  a movem ent, the  Ba loch wi l l  not  
s i t  in  o b l iv io n .  He p ro p hes ied that  t h e re wi l l  be a new 
game of wh ich  a l l  p layers wi l l  be new.  

O nce aga i n  PPP Steer ing Co m m itt ee meeti ng on  1 7th J u ly, 
d ec ided to fi e l d  its c a n d idates  fo r coming  m u n i c i p a l  
e lections, wh i ch  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  he ld  i n  S i n d h  o n  2 9th 
Se pte mber .  P P P  seemed i n  a rea l  d i l e m m a, as o n  t h e  o n e  
h a n d  a l most a l l  c o m p o n e n t  pa rt ies of M R D were i n  favor  of  
t h e  boycott of t hose e lect ions  bu t  P P P' s  t rad i t iona l 
l eaders ,  espec i a l ly from the  ru ra l  e l i te ,  were keen  to jo i n  
t h e  powe r structu re, i r respect ive o f  the  fact t h a t  i t  may  
a cco m m odate t h e m  a t  t h e  lowest t i e r .  

She r b az  Maza r i ,  i n  an  a ct of def iance,  on  h is own l a unched  
t h e  c iv i l  d isobed ience m uc h  e a rl i e r  t h a n  the  p l a n n ed  da te  
of  14th  August, when  aft e r  v io l a t ing  the  de ten t ion  o rders, 
he  moved from his a n cestra l v i l l age Roj h a n M a zar i  i n  
Southern  P u nj a b  a n d  a fte r  offer ing  t h e  condo le nce fo r a 
deceased pa rty lea d e r  i n  R a h i mya r K h a n, reached  K a ra c h i .  
As a resu l t ,  t he  Pu nja b I n spector  G e n e ra l  of  P o l ice was 
suspended  from the  se rv ice . 

O n  19th J u ly, M R D convener  Sherbaz  M aza ri was  re
a rrested fro m the res i d e nce of a loca l pa rty l eader .  H e  was 
c h a rged with b reach  of  detent ion  orders .  Afte r  keep ing  
h im  fo r somet ime  at  a l oca l  po l ice s ta t ion  he was sh i fted 
to Centra l  J a i l  M u lt a n  o n  t h ree m o n ths '  detent io.n o rd e rs .  
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On the same day, the  M R D  executive body fa i led to reach a 
consensus rega rd ing the munic ipa l  e lections and  the  acting 
M R D  convener  G huiam Ahmed Bi iour  announced that  the  
decis ion wi l l  be taken in a cou p le of  days.  F ina l ly, MRD 
took  fi na l  dec is ion in a meeting he ld  in Karachi  on 24th 

J u ly, that its com ponent parties wi l l  not  participate i n  the  
coming  e lecti ons and on 14th August, M R D  wi l l  orga n ize 
pu bl ic gathe ring at  J i nna h's m a usoleum, Karachi, M inar-i
Pakistan, Lahore, Chowk Yadgar, Peshawar and other  
promine nt p laces of d ifferent cit ies.  

As the protest day of 14th August came close, some M R D  
component part ies ra ised s o m e  issues just to r u n  away 
from struggle . L ike Tah re e k- i- lstaqla l ,  Mau lana Fazal  
Rehman of JUI  on 1 11hJu ly, ra ised some points in a 
statement issued from La hore that  h is  fou r  suggest ions for 
M R D, presented last month shou ld  be  considered .  

I n  i t s  meeting, d uring the t h i rd week  of Ju ly at  the  
reside nce of  PPP leader  Ma ulana Ah itra m  u l  Haque Tha nvi 
i n  Karachi,  M RD decided with consensus not to pa rticipate 
i n  the  mun ic ipa l  e lections a nd hold p rotest p ub l ic  
meetings i n  the fou r  provincial  cap i ta ls  o n  14th August.  
Pakistan National Pa rty (PNP)  announced its support for 
M R D  protests and Nawab Akba r B ugti whi le a p p reciat ing 
M RD, asked for a c learer pol icy regarding the  p rovincial  
a utonomy. To be a part of t he coming movem ent, the 
lawye rs' bodies conve ned their joint meet ing in La h o re on 
26th J u ly. I n  the last week of J u ly, M a rtia l  Law a ut horities 
claimed that d uring a ra id  o n  the  house of Aftab  G u i  
advocate in  La hore, thre e  Sam M issi les were recovered 
Late r, he was decla red a m il i tant Al-Zulfiqar  Orga nisation 
(AZO) member, led by Mir M u rtaza B hutto.  

After  fix ing the  date of the  movement, MRD had to cross a 
few more hurd les .  The most difficu lt  a mong those was a 
pract ica l pol icy rega rd ing the  m unic ipal  e lections, which 
except PPP a nd Ta hreek-i- l staq la l ,  a l l  other  part ies 
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i n tended t o  boycott .  After  m uch d e bate Ta h reek - i - l sta q l a l  
ch ief  A i r  Vice M a rt i a l  ( R ) Asg h a r  K h a n  a n nou nced the 
boycott  and t h e  PPP fo i l owed su it,  a ft e r  t he  ret u r n  of J a to i  
fro m USA on  7th August .  H u rryi ng h i s  retu rn ,  Ja to i  reached 
on 51h August  a n d  t a l k i ng  to journa l ists a t  Karach i  Ai rport, 
he a n nou nced t h a t  the movem ent  fro m 14th August  was 
the most  i m portant  i ssue and he h a d  not  d iscussed the  
i s sue  of t h e  m u n ic ipa l  e lect ions  wi th  Begu m  Bh utto a s  i t  
had  no  s ign if ica nt .  He  a d d ressed t h e  p ress two days l a te r  
a t  t he  Karach i  P ress C l u b .  

T o  p reven t  t he  movem ent  aga i nst  i t ,  t he  government  
started a rrests of act ive l eaders a n d  workers t h roughout  
the  count ry s i nce  ea rly August .  

The  MRD a n n o u nced t h e  peaceful  court a rrestsby its 
sym p a th i zers from the 14th August 1983, Pa k is tan  
I nd e p e ndence Day and the  date  when G e nera l  Z ia  was 
s u p posed to a nn o u nce the  dates  fo r genera l e lect ions .  
Some PPP l ea d e rs showed i n i t i a l  hes i tat ion  in  jo in ing  the 
move m e nt .  I t  was  be l ieved that  t he  PPP leader  G h u la m  
M u stafa Ja toi h a d  few meet i ngs w i th  Amer ica n offi c i a l s  
a nd the  a rmy office rs a nd ha d  rece ived the i r  back ing  
fo rag i ta t ion  aga i nst  G e n e ra l  Z ia ;  a fterward J a to i  wou ld  
come to t h e  power i n  i n d iv idua l  ca pac i ty .  

The gove r n m e n t  started a d i s i nfo rm a t ion  ca m p a i g n  in  
media  aga i nst  M R D . l n  one such story, i t  was fl a shed tha t  
fro m h e r  dete nt ion ,  Benaz i r  B h utto had  a pp l ied for 
med ica l  t re a t m e n t  a b road ,  after a long t i m e her  n a m e  had  
a p pea re d  i n  newspa pers .  

Benaz i r  de ta i ned  a t  her  Kara c h i  res i dence ,  sent  messages 
t h rough  secret ce l l s ,  est a b l i shed  by h e r  pa rty workers i n  
Karach i  a n d  h e r  hom etown La rkana ,  e n courag ing  cadre:. to 
jo i n  t h e  move m e n t .  As the move m e n t  started,  the ru ra l  
e l i te c l a ss of  S indh  t h rew t h e m selves i nto the  movement  
a n d  f o r  i n it i a l  d ays they p rov ided veh ic les  to t ransport 
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peop le  to the venue of court a rrest, often the  d istr ict  
courts bu i l d i ngs .  The secret co m m un icat ion of Benaz i r  a n d  
a p ress statement  b y  her  deta i ned m other  N usrat  Bh utto 
e lectr if ied the  masses, especia l l y  i n  S i n d h .  

Mea nwhi le ,  the  p o l ice a rrested ove r 1 0 0  workers of  
d i ffe rent  pa rt ies fro m va r ious c i t ies .  Sens ing the  s i tuat ion, 
m a ny M R D  leaders we nt  in to  h id i ng .  

J ust two days before the la unch o f  c iv i l  d isobedience 
movement ,  o n  the eve n i n g  of  1 2' hAug ust, Genera l Z ia  
add ressed the nat ion and h i nted that  e lecto ra l p rocess in  
the country wi l l  s tart  very soon and  wi l l  be  com p le ted t i l l  
2 3 rd M a rch 1985 .  I n  h i s  add ress, he c ited few refe rences 
fro m Kora n, which d e m a nded subjects to o bey the i r  ru le rs .  

On 1 1  thAugust, t he  Karach i  a d m in is t ra t ion  t h ro ugh  an  
o rder  banned a ny k ind  of  po l i t ica l ga ther ing i n  t he  v ic in ity 
of  the  m a uso leum of  J i nnah ,  the p l ace fo r M R D protest 
meet ing .  In the  last  meet ing  of  M R D  before the  l a unch of  
the movement, he ld  a t  the  Karach i  res idence  of  Jato i ,  
cha i ring  the  meet ing,  t he  NOP leader  A b id Z u b a ri to ld  that  
chang ing  the p revious dec is ion, h is pa rty ch ief Wa l i  Khan 
and  h i s  wife Beg u m  Nas im Wa l i  now wi l l  reach I s l a m a ba d  
o n  141hAugust .  Wa l i  Kha n  after  gett ing med ica l  t reatment  
i n  London had extended h is s tay  to com p lete h is book .  Th i s  
i n fo rmat ion  boosted po l it i ca l  wo rkers' s p i r i ts .Afte r  
revie wing the p l a nn i ng  of the  c iv i l  d isobed ience 
moveme nt, the meet ing  ex pressed i ts f irm be l ieve i n  the 
dec is ion  of  l a unch i ng the  movement  aga inst  t he  mi l i ta ry 
j u n t a .  

I n  the  l a s t  n ight ,  m a ny of t h e  a ct ive po l i t ica l wo rke rs i n  t h e  
cou ntry we nt i n t o  h id i ng b u t  h u n d reds of o thers were 
a rrested in  pre-dawn ra ids  at the i r  p laces .  On 13 th  August, 
P i r  Abdu l  K h a l i q ue, the ch ief o rg a n izer  of  t he  Zia Himoyot 
( support )  Tohreek a n n o u nced tha t  his worke rs w i l l  face the  
MRD workers a t  J i nna h ' s  m a uso leum.  
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The P u nja b  a n d  F ro n ti e r  po l i ce  a rrested more then  100 
acti ve l e a d e rs a nd workers on  1 1 1 h August  to p revent  t h e m  
from t a k i n g  p a rt i n  the  move m e n t .  T h e  a rrests were m a de 
i n  Sah iwa l ,  La hore, G uj a rat,  Rawa l p i n d i  of P u nj a b  a n d  
Pesh a w a r  a n d C h a rsada  o f  Fro n t i e r  p rov ince .  

With  t he  masses i tch i ng fo r a c iv i l  d iso bed i e n ce 
mo ve m e nt ,  som e  leaders fo rwa rd ed  d e m a n d i n  adva n ce .  I n  
th i s  rega rd ,  two exa m p les o f  M umtaz  Bh utto a n d  M i r  
G h o u s  Bakhsh  B i zenjo ca n b e  c i ted .  M u mtaz, a d d ress i ng 
the  D i str ict  B a r  Assoc iati on ,  D a d u  o n  1 1 th August, t a l ke d  
a bo u t  Confedera t ion  w i th i n  t he  p rovinces,wh i l e  B i zenjo  
suggested tha t  t he  future p o l it i ca l system shou ld  be based  
o n  t he  1 940  Pa k istan  Reso luti o n, wh ich  t a l ked  a bo u t  t h e  
more p rovi n c i a l  r ights i n  the  co u n t ry tha t  came i n to b e i n g  
seven years l ater .  

I n  co n nect ion  w i th  the  mass m o b i l i za t ion  fo r the  c iv i l  
d is o b e d i e n ce moveme nt, M R D o rgan ized a b ig p u b l i c  
meet i ng a t  v i l l age M_aqsoodo R i n d  o f  d istr ict  Sa ngh a r  t h a t  
w a s  a d d ressed b y  the  centra l  a n d  l o c a l  l eaders, w h o  asked  
peop le  to u n ite u nd e r  the  a I l i a nee to get  r id  of  the  m i l i t a ry 
ru le .  Re lease of  a l l  p o l it i ca l ,  t rade  u n ion  a n d  peasa n t  
workers, s top of  fo rced ev ict io ns  of  peasants  a n d  
i nvest igat ion  fo r t h e  k i l l i ng of  S i n d h  u n ive rs ity stu d e n t  
Ahsa n M e m o n  were a l so d e m a nd e d  t h rough  reso l ut i o n s .  

I n  a n  a d d ress o n  1 3th August ,  Genera l  Z i a  confessed t h a t  
fo r l a st s i x  yea rs he w a s  a b used a n d  treated to fo u l  
l a nguage  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  b u t  ex p ressed h i s  u n w i l l i ngness  to  
sur re nd e r  befo re the  wishes  of  t he  peop le  and  wowed to 
cont i n u e  his ru l e .  

1 �1 day . . . 1 4 1h August, 1983, sta rted w i t h  two sets o f  
ce lebra t i o ns, o n  one  h a n d  offi c i a l l y  i t  w a s  be ing ce le brated 
as the  36th I n d e pen d e n ce Day and the  state med ia  was 
ask ing  peop le  to be th a n kfu l fo r it  and o n  the other  h a n d ,  
were t he  fo rces w h o  were a sp i r i ng  to m a ke sure t h a t  t h e  
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peop le  get a l l  t hose fru its  the i ndepe nd e nce was s u p posed 
to offe r.  

Ra l l ies  and protest meetings were o rga n ized a l l  over t h e  
co un try. I n  Ka rac h i, a bout twenty thousand peop le  
gathe red a t  the ma uso leum of J i n n a h, where b ig  n u m be r  
o f  po l ice was dep loyed a n d  roads  t o  venue  of the  meet ing  
we re c losed by pa rk ing  t he f ire b rigade veh ic les .  The  
leaders h i p  of M R D, who ha d  reached by t h e  p u b l i c  
t ranspo rt i n stead of persona l  veh ic les, to dodge the  
a u t h o ri t ies, a d d ressed t h e  c rowd . P ro-Zia orga n isat ion 'Zia 
HimayatTahreek' workers t ried  to d isturb the  M R D  
meet ing by attack ing the  part i c ipants  w i th  st icks .  C lashes  
between both groups e rupted, resu l ted  i nju ries  o n  both 
s ides .  The po l ice a rrested th i rteen  M R D  workers for 
'd ist u rb ing  t h e  peace' . 

I n  Hydera bad,  e ight  workers courted a rrest, afte r t h ey 
add ressed the  peop le  gathered i n  l a rge n u m b e r  to see 
them off. The po l ice a rrested 2 5  other  workers, who were 
ca rry i ng t h e i r  pa rty f lags and  ra ised s loga ns  i n  s u p po rt of 
de mocra cy and aga inst the M art i a l  Law. In Sukkur, c l ashes  
eru pted between p rotesters a n d  the  po l i ce, resu l ted i n  
i nj u r ies o n  both s ides .  The po l ice a rrested over a dozen  
leaders and  workers.  I n  R a n i pu r, a meet ing of over  fiftee n  
thousand people  was he ld  a n d  a d d ressed b y  t h e  loca l  
l eaders;  a ft e rward they reached Kha i rpur  i n  a ra l ly  a nd 24 
p ro-d emocracy a ct iv ists co u rt a rrested.  

In  M at l i, a p rotest ra l ly was stopped by the  po l i ce  a n d  
a rrests were m a d e .  I n  Bad in , a p rotest ra l ly was b rought  
out  i n  the afternoon .  The  p rotesters were ca rry ing 
p l acards,  with  s loga ns  i n  favor of genera l  e lect ions u nder  
1973  consti tuti on, re lease of po l i ti ca l  pr iso n e rs a n d  l i ft i ng 
of M a rt i a l  Law. The po l ice resorted to baton c h a rge o n  
p rotesters a nd a rrested few of t h e m .  

I n  La rka na,  t rade un ion  orga n isat ion  Watan -Dost M azdoor 
Federat ion  b rought  out  a ra l ly, which was baton c h a rged 
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by the po l ice a n d  a rrested four  a ct iv ists .  La rkana  
witnessed m a ny such ra l l ies,  which  resu l ted i n  t h e  c l ashes  
wi th  po i i ce  a nd complete  sh ut -down in  t he  city.  

I n  Rawa lp ind i, 13 protesters i nc l ud i ng two w o m e n  a n d  
G e n era l ( R )  Tikka Kha n, court a rrested.  T h e  p o l i c e  fo i le d  
t h e i r  a tt empt  to h o l d  a protest meeti ng .  I n  Lahore, 1 8  
protesters were a rrested from M i n a r- i-Pak ista n .  I n  
Peshawa r, e ight  i nc lud ing two former  m in isters a rreste d .  
M e anwhi le, Bacha  Kha n, asked h i s  fo l lowers to keep  away 
t h e m se lves fro m the m ove m e n t, a s  it  wou l d  not  se rve a ny 
Pa th an  cause.  I n  Quetta, twelve p rotesters were a rrested .  

The Day Two, 151h August :  i n  M irpur  Ma the lo ,  t h e  U p  a n d  
Down ra i lway tracks were d a m a ged,  wh ich  d i st u rbed t h e  
m a i n  art i l le ry of Pak istan R a i lways for more t h a n  s i x  hours .  
Agrou p  of protesters set  fire tothree  mi l i t a ry goods t rucks  
a n d  o n e  government  bus .  I n  Ka ra c h i, some fem a l e  workers 
of ·t h e  PPP inc lud ing Beg u m  S h a m i m  N .D .  Khan ,  Noorj a h a n  
Soomro,  Farida  K h a n a m  a nd Beg u m  Surraya P a t e l  were 
a rrested . 

I n  Hyderabad,  t housa nds  of M RD supporters ga there d  o n  
t h e  premises of t h e  Sess ion Courts, where a p rotest  
m eet ing  was a d d ressed by the M R D  leaders .A ra l ly was 
brought  out  a fter  the  meet ing, which  was stop pe d  by the 
po l ice and fifteen  worke rs cou rted  a rrest .  I n  S u k k u r  s ix,  in  
Thatta  e ight, and i n  S h a h d a d p u r  n ine  workers  c o u rted  
a rrest . I n  Bad in, M R D  workers brought  out  a ra l ly, wh i ch  
the  po l ice ba t on  charged to d isperse but  p roteste rs m oved 
fo rwa rd a nd 35 workers were a rreste d .  In D a d u, five 
workers courted a rrest a n d  were seen-off by  a l a rge 
n u m be r  of peop le .  In Se hwa n,  e ight  students  vol u n te ered 
a rrest and in Larkana,  thousa n d s  of the  people  jo ined a n  
a n t i - Ma rt ia l Law ra l ly  a n d  th ree  ac t ivists were a rrested .  I n  
M o ro,  when a ra l ly  o f  a bout  fi fty thousand people ,  u n d e r  
the  leadersh ip  of a l o c a l  l eader, reached a t  t h e  po l ice 
stat ion, the po l i cemen p a n ic ked  a nd refused to a rrest t h e  
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eager workers .  I n  Dadu ,  po l ice a rrested a journa l i st fo r 
a n t i - M a rt i a l  Law wa l l  cha l k i ng .  I n  Dadu, two hand  grenades  
were t h rown .  I n  Larkana ,  po l ice d i scovered a hand  grenade  
before it  exp loded . 

I n  Peshawa r, m o re than  90 M R D  workers were a rrested  
fro m a ra l ly .  I n  Quett a ,  3 3  workers were a rrested fo r 
tak ing  o u t  a ra l ly . 

As the  government enfo rced r igorouscensorsh i p  on  med i a ,  
the masses evolved the i r  own ways to inform each  o ther  
a bout  the  u pdates of the movement .  Wa l l s  i n  d i ffe re n t  
c i t ies were f i l led w i t h  t h e  hand -written b u l let ins ,  b r iefi ngs 
of ra l l ies and p rotest sche d u les .  Pro-dem ocracy j o u rna l i sts 
evolved the i r  own ways to i n fo rm the pub l i c  a bo u t  t h e  
h a p pe n ings in  t h e  movement .  To dodge t h e  censors h i p  
auth or i t ies, on fro nt pages they cove red t h e  news of  t h e  
movement ins ign ifica nt ly but  cont inued i t  on t h e  i n n e r  
pages i n fu l l  deta i l .  

Day Three, 1 6th August: t h e  s i tuat ion  i n  Nawabshah  went  
out  of  contro l ,  where pr i soners i n  the  D istr ict  J a i l 
protested a n d  broke the  i n n e r  gate of pr i son and  searched  
fo r t he  Ja i l  S u per intendent  who ra n fo r h is l i fe . One of  the  
po l ice m e n  o pened f ir ing on  the  p risoners, in  wh ich  one  
pr iso ner  was k i l l ed a nd  m a ny others wounded .  The  d istr ict  
po l i ce took contro l  of  the p r iso n .  Jato i ,  who court 
a rrested ,was deta ined a t  h i s Ka rach i  reside nce, w h i l e  
M u m taz  Bh utto after  a d d ress ing a p rotest meet ing i n  Kotr i  
offe red h i s  a rrest but the  po l i ce refused to a rrest h i m . I n  
Thatta ,  workers took out  a ra l l y  a n d  a ttacked the d i str ict  
j a i l .  

Outs ide t h e  country, an  ex i led  PPP  leader  G h u l a m  M ustafa 
K ha r  led a p rotest ra l ly i n  t he  Hyde Pa rk, Lo ndon a n d  
m a rched to  t h e  H igh  C o m m iss ion o f  Pak istan;  M a u l a n a  
Shah  Ahmed Noora n i  o f  J a m iat - i - U l a ma - i - Pak istan ( J U P )  
a l leged t hat  the  gove rn m e nt had  a rrested h i s  pa rty 
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workers s o  now o n  h i s  pa rty w i l l  s u p p o rt t he  democra t i c  
movement .  

Bacha  Khan ,  i n  a sta tement  s ta ted  t h a t  h i s  Khuda i  
K h i d m atgar  o rga n isat ion  has noth ing to  d o  w i th  the o n  
go ing  move m e n t  b u t  a n other  Pa t h a n  l eader  from 
Ba loch istan  M a h m ood Khan  Acha kza i s u p p o rted the  
movement  a n d  d e m a nded equa l  r ights  fo r a l l  na t iona l it ies  
w it h i n  Pa kista n .  

I n  Lahore, women from d i ffe rent wa l ks of  l ife b rought  out  
a pro-democracy ra l l y  f rom the shr ine  of  Data  G a nj Bakhsh  
a n d  peacefu l l y  d ispe rsed after  m a rch i ng  t h rough  the  roa d s  
fo r a n  hour; t hey were ca rry ing p ro-democra cy and  a n t i 
government  p la ca rds .  

To  scare away p e o p l e  fro m pa rt i c i pa t i ng i n  t he  move me nt,  
the  M i l i t a ry Co urts speeded up the d isposa l  of the 
m ove me nt  re l a ted  cases a nd  i n  Sanghar  and Hydera bad 
a n no u nced sentences  of i m p r i sonment  a n d  l a shes to over 
one  dozen workers w i th i n  a week .  

I n  M i rpurkhas, t he  Tharparkar  Ba r  Assoc i a t ion  fo rmed a 
free lega l  a id com m ittee fo r the a rrested M RD wo rkers .  

I n  Hyderabad ,  M R D workers p la nned to  vo l u n teer  a rrest at  
1 2  i n  the  noon bu t  the  pub l i c  s tarted ga the r  the re s ince 
seven i n  the  morn ing .  At the spec i fied  t i m e ,  p roteste rs 
b reached the  p o l ice cordon from two s i des  a n d  started 
m a rc h i ng towa rds  the  m a i n  co m m erc ia l  a rea of  the  c i ty .  
Aft e r a rresti n g  23 workers, po l i ce  baton  cha rged the  
p roteste rs a n d  i nj u red  s ix  of them.  Accord ing  to  one  of the 
a rrested wo rke rs ,  Syed Roshan A l i  Shah,  i n i t i a l ly t hey were 
kept  a t  two po l ice stat ions  a nd afte r  t h e i r  refusa l  to 
su b m it a n  apo logy s i x  of them were sh i fted  to  Hyderabad 
Cent ra l  J a i l ,  wh i le  o ther  n i ne  workers were s h ifted to N a ra 
J a i l .  After  a month  a n d  ha l f  i n  the  Hyd e ra ba d  Cent ra l  J a i l , 
one  day after  m id n ight ,  they were. asked  to  pack  t h e i r  
be long i ngs a nd w e r e  boa rded on a po l ice van  w h i c h  was 
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a lso car rying some other  po l it ica l prisoners l a nguish ing a t  
t he  nea rby N a ra J a i l .  T h e  truck d ropped them a t  Sukkur  
Rest House.  I n  t he  ea r l y  hours of  the second  n ight, t h ey 
were asked once aga in  to board the  pol ice t ruck; th i s  t ime 
they were jo ined by few other  pr . . ! ica l prisoners 
l a nguish ing i n  t he  Sukkur  Centra l Ja i l  a ;  were b rought  to 
Jacoba bad a n d  were ha nded over to the Ba lochistan 
Pol ice . I n  t h e  fast d riven pol ice truck, they were deposited 
next afte rnoon a t  M a c h h  J a i l .  Due to the c h ange i n  c l imate 
many a mong them had  fa l len  s ick .  For s imple medica l  
t reatment  and rout ine m eet ings with re l a t ives and friends  
they were req u ired to take specia l permiss ion from the 
provinc ia l  M a rt i a l  Law ch ief, a s  they wereprisoners from 
a nother province.  O n  the  prison visit of t h e  p rovinc i a l  
M a rt i a l  Law Ad m i n istrator Ba loch istan,  t hese po l i t i ca l  
p riso ners refused to sha ke ha nds with  h im and b e ca use of  
tha t  t hey were a ccused of b reach ing the  p rison code of 
conduct and were p u n ished .  

Kha i rpur  pol ice a rrested five loca l  l eaders i n  late-n igh t  
r a i d s  from the i r  houses .  

P rotest ra l l ies  were brought out from Thar i  M i rwah, Fa i z  
G a nj a nd Kha i rpur  and reached the  house of a loca l 
sp i r i tua l  l eader  in R a n i p u r, a n d  marched to the  Nat iona l  
Highwa y, which was b locked for two h o u rs .  The po l i ce  
resorted to baton c h a rge to c lear  the  road .  I n  Kha irpu r, 
over a thousand people  gathered  for a ra l ly, which  
cu lm ina ted  after t h ree  workers court a rreste d .  The pol ice 
resorted to baton c h a rge,  which a n t agonized the workers, 
who set fire to a m u n ic ipa l  vehic le .  In Bad in, pol ice 
a rrested a bout t h irty d emonst rators .  Two Badin workers, 
who had  courted a rrest the p revious day, were t h rown i n  
desert b y  t h e  po l i ce  a nd reached the d istr ict  headq uarte r  
after  wa lk ing fo rover forty mi les .  Four  workers each  i n  
Su k k u r  a nd M irpurkhas  courted a rrest .  

In G hotk i, a uthorit ies shut down the  ra i lway stat ion a fte r  
the  ra i lway tracks were damaged the  day  before . 
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Author i t ies dec ided  to  run p i lot  eng ine  under  po l i ce gua rd ,  
befo re run n ing  t h e  passenger a n d  goods  t ra i ns .  

I n  Thatta ,  po l i ce  h u m i l i a ted t h ree  a rrested workers, by 
shaving the i r  heads a nd  t h rowing  them a t  a deserted  
p lace .  I n  Shahdadpur  fo ur, i n  Nawa bsha h five i n c l u d i ng a 
former  a ssem bly  m em ber a n d  i n  Larkana  two workers 
court ed a rrest a n d  the La rka n·a pol ice a rrested t h ree loca l  
l eaders i n  p re-dawn ra ids  a t  the i r  homes .  I n  J a cobabad ,  
five a ct ivists i n c l u d ing a peasa n t  worke r cour t  a rrest e d .  
E a rl ie r, po l i ce  a rrested three l o c a l  st ude nts' l eaders i n  prr 
dawn ra ids .  

I n  Da d u, s i tuat ion  went  out  of  c o ntro l ,  when  the M R D  
workers a n d  the i r  supporters took  o u t  protest ra l l i e s .  
C lashes  eru pted,  when  peo pl e  ga thered a t  t he  Chowk to  
see-off seven  workers,  who courted a rrest.  The po l ice f ired 
tear-gas s h e l ls to the s logan ra i s i ng  m o b . I n  a t h ree  hour  
l o ng  c l a sh ,  t h ree pol ice offi c i a l s, t wo proteste rs a n d  a 
s tudent  were i nj u red .  The po l ice a lso  d ispersed a ra l l y  by 
students  of  t he  loca l  G i rl sH ig h  School  a nd f ired tear  gas; in  
reta l i a t ion  g i r l s  st ude nt s  t h rew stones  o n  the  po l i ce .  Th is  
i n c i dent  a ntago n ized  the  people ,  who attacked the  Sess ion  
Cour t  b u i ld i ng  a n d  burnt  down records a n d  fu rn i ture; la te r 
they  a t tacked  loca l  a d min istra t i o n  office,  I nfo rmat ion  
office, Pa k ista n N a t iona l Cente r, office of  the  Sub
Regist ra r, Ra i lway stat ion  and  ra i lway ca rr iages .  They a l so 
set o n  f i re two govern ment  buses .  The ra i lway a n d  road 
tra nsport services to  a nd fro Da d u  were suspended .  The 
pol ice a rrested m o re than s ixty p rotesters and registered a 
case fo r w a l l - c h a l k i ng  aga i nst a loca l journa l i s t .  

I n  Karach i ,  MRD workers took o ut a sma l l  ra l ly and  two 
wo rkers court a rrested .  Ad d ress ing a big p u b l i c  ra l l y  i n  
Kotr i ,  P P P  l e a d e r  a n d  former S i n d h  C h ief  M i n ister M umtaz  
Bhu tto sa id  t h a t  for  previous  s i x  years the  poor  of  the  
country h a d  suffered a lo t  and  the  t ime  for the i r  
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e ma nc ipat ion  had  a rrived .  He a long  with  h i s  co m pa n i o n s  
offe red a rrest but  the  po l ice refused to a rrest h i m .  

K h a i r p u r  d istr ict a d m i n i st rati o n  i m posed secti on  144  a n d  
ban ned t h e  gather ing  o f  five o r  more persons, po l i t i ca l 
ra l l ies a nd ca rryi ng a rms  fo r 60 days.  

Day Four: 1 i" Augus t, po l ice rea cted sha rp ly eve ryw h e re 
with tear  gas  s h e l l i ng a nd baton c h a rge . I n  Hydera b a d ,  
peop le i n  thousands  gathered at  the Sessio n Co u rt 
compound  where M R D  had  p l a n ned a p rotest ra l ly bu t  t h e  
workers for court a rrests were taken  i n to custody befo re 
the meet ing a n d  sh ifted to j a i l .  Nea rby town Ta n d o  
Mo h amm ed K h a n ,  o bse rved a comp lete str ike a nd a ra l l y  
was  taken out  with  a l a rge n u m be r  of women part ic i pants .  
I t  confronted the  po l ice on  seve ra l spots  a n d afte rwa rd  
few act ivists were co u rt a rrested . 

I n  Ka n d i a ro, over fifteen thousand  peop le  of nearby  
v i l lages took ou t  a ra l ly  under  the loca l l eaders and  took
off the Pa kista n i  fl ags ho isted by  the  a d m i n istrat ion  o n  
I ndepende nce Day a n d  re p laced them with  M R D  
component  p a rt ies' f lags espec i a l ly o f  P P P .  Here about  o n e  
dozen act ivists were a rreste d .  Sha h nawaz  Kh ushk,  o n e  
a mong t h e  a rrested was a n  e lder  o f  co m m u nity .  After  t h e  
a r rests, t h e  a ng ry m o b  set o n  fire a feeder  ra i lway track ,  
connect ing  the sma l l  v i l l ages i n  the loca l i ty .  The p rotesters 
attacked the  K a n d ia ro Sub  J a i l  a nd inj u red fo ur  po l ice 
co nsta b les .  The d istr ict  po l ice f i red tea r gas to d i sperse the 
proteste rs and made more arrests .  Few of  t he  p rotesters 
took refuge i n  a nea rby mosque but  he re too po l ice baton 
c h a rged them and fo r ma ny coming  days the  b lood ma rks 
on  the wa l l s  of mo sq ue beca me a p i l gr im age spot .  I n  
p rotest aga i nst t h is b ru ta l  po l i ce a ct ion ,  m a ny m u n ic i p a l  
counc i lo rs of  the a rea res igned from t h e i r  e l ected offi ces .  
The pol ice a l leged that in that  v ic in ity a rms  had  bee n 
d u m ped a nd were be i ng  supp l i ed  to en t i re S i n d h  to create 
the law and o rd e r  s i tua t ion .  To avoid a rrests, d u ri ng t h e  
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po l i ce ra ids , h u n d reds  o f  v i l l a ge rs l e ft t he i r  homes  and  for 
co m i ng  two yea rs l ived a s  n o m a d s .  

A s  a p rotest ra l ly, m a rc h i ng towards Moro,  rea ch ed 
Sonehr i  F a rm ,  was a t tacked by the  P u njab i  sett lers of 
v i l l age M o n a ro ( a l so ca l l ed  v i l lage J a l a n d h a ri a n ) .  
P rotesters a l leged that  t h e  a ttack  was l e d  b y  a servi ng . 
m i l i t a ry offi c i a l  who was o n  vaca t ion .  I n  reta l i a t ion ,  
p rotesters a t tacked  the  v i l l age  a n d  beat  up  the  m i l i t a ry 
offi c i a  I .  

M u mtaz  B h utto a long  wi th  h i s  com pa n ions  was a rrested 
from Ta nd o  A l l a hya r a ft e r  a d d ress ing the  workers .  I n  
Mat l i ,  t h e  p o l ice used t e a r  g a s  t o  d isperse a ra l lyof loca l  
s tude nts  and  po l i t i ca l  workers a m id  a com plete  s h ut down .  
Some u n known peop le  c ut-off t he  te lephone  l i nes  between 
Ta ndo  Bago a n d  Ta l h a r. The p o l ice i n  B a d i n  d istr ict  
re leased few ea r l i e r  a rrested wo rke rs a t  a deserted p l a ce .  
Wo rkers a ft e r  wa l k i ng a l ong  d ista n ce o n  foo t  rea ched 
back  to  d istr ict  h e a d q u a rte rs.  Some po l ice offi c i a l s  
i n fo rm e d  tha t  a s  the  l oca l p o l i ce  s ta t ions  and  j a i l s were 
ove r crowded by the  a rrested p o l i t i ca l p roteste rs,  so they  
h a d  n o  other  o pt ion  b u t  to  re lease those  who were of  
lesser  pote n t i a l  d a nger  fo r t he  l aw a n d  o rd e r  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  
Dadu, t he  p roteste rs i n c l u d i ng h igh  schoo ls' s tude nts 
d iv i ded  t he mse lves i n to grou ps a nd at tacked the 
gover n m e n t  p ro pert ies, a fte r  the pa ra-m i l i t a ry F ron t i e r  
Consta b u l a ry baton  c h a rged and  fi red tear  gas  t o  d i s pe rse 
the m .  One such  gro u p  b roke  the m a i n  gate of  the d i st r i c t  
ja i l  and over one h u n d red  p ri so n e rs esca ped i n c l u d i ng 
u n d e r  t r a i l s  for  m u rd e r  a n d  robbery cases .  The p o l i t ica l  
pr is o n e rs refused to esca pe  and  l a te r  were sh i fted to  
Hyd e r a b a d  Ce n t ra l  J a i l .  P rotesters burn ed the  record a n d  
fu r n i t u re o f  j a i l , d istr ict  a d m in i st ra t i on  a n d  i n fo rmat ion  
o ffi ces .  They at tacked  D e p uty S u per i n tendent  of  Po l ice 
and Sub D ivi s i o n a l  M ag is t ra te with st icks  and i nj u red t h e m .  
F e w  p rotesters a t tempted  to  tea r o ff t he  ra i lway t rack .  A t  
f)ne  stage,  t he  F ro n t i e r  Co nsta b u l a ry so ld iers (m ost ly  
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Patha n )  opened fi re on the S i ndh  Co nst a b u l a ry offi c i a l s  
(most ly  l o c a l  S i nd h is ), k i l l i ng one  constab le  A l i  A k ba r 
J u nejo a n d wo u n d ing  o thers i nc l u d i ng h ig h  offi c ia l s .  
A l thoug h h igher  au thori t ies fo rmed a comm ittee to  
i nvest igate the i nc ident  but  the  loca l  S i ndh  Consta b u l a ry 
offi c i a l s  refused to pe rfo rm the i r  d u t ies i n  the  p resence  of  
the  F ront ier  Co nsta b u l a ry, who ha d  a l leged tha t  the  S i n d h i  
so ld ie rs we re s id i ng withthe protesters who were t h e i r  
o w n  peo ple . One  gro u p  of protesters set on  fi re a n  o i l  
tan ker, fo u r  t ro l leys ca rry ing p i p e s  fo r natura l  gas  l i nes  
a nd veh ic les  of power supp ly ing a uthority WAPDA. 

In K h a i rpur  Nathan  Shah ,  over 1 500 protesters a tt acked 
the Return ing  Office rs, deputed to receive the nomina t ion  
pa pers fo r the  coming m u n ic ipa l e lect ions .  They a ttem pted 
to b reak  the sub  ja i l  but  po l ice d ispersed them.  One  gro u p  
o f  p roteste rs a ttem pted t o  d a m age t h e  P iya ro G o t h  Sugar  
M i l l s, ( a  p u b l ic secto renterprise,  where i n stead o f  
re cru i t ing  the  l oca l  peop le , most of  the  e m ployees  
be lo nged to P u nja b  prov ince .  I n  t h i s  rega rd q uot ing  o n e  
speech of M a rxist i nte l lectua l D r .  Fe roz Ahmed w i l l  b e  
releva nt, who wh i le a d d ress ing a meet ing h a d  t o  s a y  t h a t  
' i n  t h e  P iya ro Goth Suga r M i l l  t he  mosque c le r ic t o o  i s  
im po rted from Punja b' ) ,  a n d ra i lway t racks b u t  po l ice  
fo i led  the attem pt and  a rrested few peop le .  Nea r P h u lj i  
Ra i lway Stat ion ,  peo p le  d a maged the  l oca l  mun i c i pa l  
office, te lephone excha nge, ra i l way propert ies a n d  post  
office .  Po l ice a rrested n i n e pe rso ns .  I n  Moro, when a ra l ly 
of  over 75 ,000 people ,  afte r  cover ing the d ista nce of  
fi fteen k i l o meters i n  five hours, reached i n  the  outsk i rt o f  
Moro,  the po l i ce attacked w i th  tea r gas  she l l i ng and  a e ri a l  
f i r i ng .  The a ngry m o b  set o n  fire t h e  j u d ic i a l  reco rd t h e  
Co urt of  Ass ista nce Sess ion J udge,  t h e  office o f  t h e  
Ass istant  Comm iss ioner, th ree ban ks, o n e  Nat iona l  Sav ing  
Center  a n d  few veh ic les .  The mob  a lso a ttacked the S u b  
J a i l  Mo ro, where one  person w a s  k i l led a n d  seve n 
wounded i n  the po l ice fi r ing . I n  Larkana ,  fo u r  perso ns  
peacefu l co u rted a rrests but  i n  nea rby town  W a ra h ,  
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s i tuat ion  became v io lent  a fter  po l ice ba ton  c h a rged,  tear  
gassed and  o pened  f i r ing  when the m o b  went out of 
contro l ,  resu i t i ng  i n  k i i i i ng two p rotesters a n d  i nj u ring  s ix 
po l ice offi c i a ls .  After  a daylo ng confro n tat ion ,  po l ice 
con d u cted ra ids  on the  houses of  p roteste rs, which 
res u l ted i n  fi r ing by the  loca l re s idents in  reta l i a t io n . O n e 
young p rotester  a nd one  po l i ce consta b le  d i ed  a n d  
fo urteen others i n c l u d i ng s i x  women  we re inj u re d .  A s  t h e  
peop le  ove rca me t h e  p o l ice s o  i t  de serted the  t o w n  a n d  
esca ped t o  t h e i r  d istr ict  h e a d q u a rte rs .  

I n  Kha i rpur  M i rs, t he  p roteste rs a ttacked and  d a maged 
th ree b ank s .  I n  Thatta ,  S ujawa l ,  Thar i  M i rwah, R a n i p u r  a n d  
other  p l a ces t h e  M R D  workers courted a rrest i n  re la t ive ly  
peacefu l  a tmosphere . I n  Ka ra c h i, MRD workers co u rted 
a rrest a fter  a p rotest ra l l y  and e ight  workers were inj u red 
a s  t he  po l i ce baton  c h a rged the  ra l ly .  In  Karach i ,  fo l low ing  
t he  s p i r it of the  C iv i l  D isobed ience, po l i t i ca l  p a rt ies  
o pened  the i r  o ff ices c losed down u nd e r  the  M a rt i a l  Law 
o rd e rs of  t he  b a n  on the po l i t i ca l  p a rt ies .  

I n  Peshawar,  the  p o l ice a r rested Beg u m  Nas im Wal i  K h a n  
a l o n g  w i t h  m a n y  of  h e r  N D P  workers bu t  pa rty l e a d e r  
G h u l a m  A h m e d  B i l o u r  escaped a rrest a n d  w e n t  i n to  h i d i ng .  

Awa m i  Ta h reek,  a p ro C h i n a  S i n d h i  g ro u p  a n d  a m e m be r  of 
M R D  i n  a state m e n t  cr i t i c i zed BBC R a d io  a nd l a be led  i t  a n  
im pe r ia l i st o rg a n  wh ich  h a d  b lacked-o u t  the  cove rage of 
the pa rty fro m i ts  broadcast .  

Accord i ng to a n  offi c i a l  p ress note issued by d is tr ic t  
a d m i n i strat ion S u k k u r, few u n known persons e n t e red the  
Ra i t i  ra i lway s tat ion  i n  the  da rkness of n ight  and  d a m aged  
t he  record a n d  furn i t u re a nd esca ped . 

Day Five: 1 8th A ugust, I n  N a usheh ro Fe roz, peop le  became 
rowdy when  a ra l l y  com i ng to the  town fo r c o u rt a rrest of 
a fo rmer  m i n ister a n d  h i s co m pa n ions  was stopped  by the 
p o l ice a n d  made few a rrests .  The p rotesters set  o n  fi re two 
t rucks of  the m i l i t a ry run tra nsport co m pa ny N a t i o n a l  
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Logist ic  Ce l l ,  destroyed the  te lephone  excha nge, b a n ks,  
a nd other government  b u i l d ings .  Pol ice opened f i re on  the  
p rotesters and  k i l i ed s ix  a nd  inj u red twenty others.  I n  the  
com ing n ight ,  po l i ce made  severa l a rrests i n  the  a rea . I n an  
offic ia l p ress note, the  D istr ict  Magistrate Nawabshah  
a d m i tt e d  k i l l i ng of t h ree p roteste rs, i nj u r ies to a n other  18 ,  
i nc lud ing  fi ve po l ice offi c i a l s  a nd  a rrest of  35 .  

I n  Ta ndo Ghu lam A l i , over  ten thousand  p rotesters a ft e r  
m a rch i ng  on the m a i n  roads i n  t h e  town p resented 
th e mselves fo r a rrests and fo rcefu l ly rode t he po l ice 
veh ic les .  After hours of  effort, the po l ice was a b le to get 
t h e m  down and a rrested seven a ct iv ists .  P rotest ra l l ies  
were  a lso taken out  by MRD worke rs in  K a ra c h i, 
Hydera bad,  Bad in ,  Dadu ,  R a d h a n ,  Kaka rh,  Kha n p u r, 
Kha i r pu r  Natha n S h a h ,  Kotr i ,  J a co ba bad ,  Thatta,  
S h a h d a d p u r, La rka na ,  Kha i rpu r  M i rs a nd other  town a n d  
v i l l ages .  A l thoughot her  towns went re lat ively pea ceful o n  
th i s  d a y  b u t  Ra d h a n, a s m a l l  v i l l age in  Dad u d istr ict  
witnessed the v io lence when a fter  the a rrests of  a ct iv ists; 
p roteste rs stormed t he ra i lway track, te lephone  excha nge 
and the loca l  office of  Zia Himayat Tahreek. The p o l i ce  
baton  cha rged the p roteste rs who re sponded w i th  counter  
a t tack  a n d  inj u red a Dep uty Superi ntendent  Po l ice and  a 
coup le of consta b les .  

Ra i lway tracks at  Ra i t i  R a i lway Stat ion ,  on  the S i n d h
Punj ab  border a nd  between the ty'l i rpu r  Mathe lo  a n d  
Ka bhar  Ra i lway Stat ions  were da maged a nd t ra i n ca rr iages 
were set on f ire . I n c i den t  of sett ing t ra i n  ca rr iages on fire 
was a l so re ported between the Dadu  a nd  Phu lj i  Ra i lway 
Stat ion,  which d ist u rbed the  schedu le  of Pa k is tan Ra i lways. 
A p rotest ra l ly a lso at tacked and da maged S h i k a r p u r  
ra i lway sta t ion .  T h e  po l ice used fo rce to d i s pe rse i t  and  
made  t h ree a rrests.  

Over t h ree thousand  workers of  M R D brought  out a ra l l y  i n  
B h a n  Saeedabad  a n d  t h rew stones a n d  d a m aged t h ree 
commerc i a l  banks, post office a nd ra i lway sta t ions .  
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I n  Kha i rp u r, s i t uat ion  went  ou t  of contro l  when a p rotest  
ra l l y  sta rted from R a n i p u r  of over  th i rty thousand peop le, 
r i d i ng on  motor  cycles, t rucks, buses  a n d  va ns  reached 
d ist r i ct head q ua rter  a fte r  cover ing a d ista nce of over  
seventy k i lometers  and was add ressed by the loca l l eaders .  
Afte rwa rd t h e  p roteste rs pe l ted sto nes on  government  
b u i ld i ngs i n c l ud i ng  b a n ks and te lephone exchange .  The 
po l i ce ret a l ia ted wi th  tea r  gas a n d  l a te r  f ir ing,  k i l l i ng two 
a n d  i nju r i ng fou r  others .  De puty S u per in tendent  of Po l ice 
o n  d uty was a lso i nj u red  i n  these c lashes .  C ity was ha nded 
over  to the m i l i ta ry fo r the  ma intena nce of law a nd order .  
R a l l ies  in  few other towns of  the  d istr ict  a lso became 
v io lent  and  d a maged government  p ropert ies .  

The p roceed ings  of  M i l i ta ry Courts ca n  be judged from the 
s u m m a ry hear ing  of  a case aga inst po l i t i ca l  workers of  
Wara h ,  d istr ict  Larka n a .  On  17 th  August, fo u r  workers  of  
the PPP  a nd S indh i  Awa m i  Ta h reek  were p rod uced before 
the M i l it a ry Court Larkan a ,  hea d ed by a serv ing Army 
M ajor Moham m ed Khan,  who asked workers to p rod uce 
d efen se witnesses but  po l i t ica l workers refused to do so 
and a d m i tted that  they had  court a rrested o n  the ir  free 
w i l l .  On that  they were sent  to D istr ict  J a i l  La rkana ,  to be 
produced next day .  Next d a y, t h e  p rocee d i ng went  a s  
under :  

H e a d  of  Court :  have  you  brought  your  d efe nse wi tnesses? 

F i rst worker: we w i l l  p rod u ce t h e m  on next hear ing .  

Second worker :  we had court a rrested of o u r  own free wi l l ,  
so you may  p roceed aga inst us .  

Head  of  Cour t :  Are the flags a nd p l a c a rd s  l ay ing  on  tab le  
yours? 

Worker :  yes,  they a re .  We ca rr ied these a t  the  t ime of. o u r  
a rrest .  
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Head  of Co u rt :  d i d  you write the s logans on these 
p la c a rds?  

Worker :  yes, we have written the slogans .  (One of the 
p l aca rd sa id  'Genera l  Z ia ! Stop defa m ing Is lam' )  

Head of  Cou rt :  how come we had  defa med  Is lam ?  I n  
p revious gove rnment l i quor  was consumed openly, the  
i m m o ra l i ty of women was com mon .  We have stopped a l l  
that .  

F i rst worker:  a s  I a m  not a member  of the  PPP, so  wi l l  not  
a rgue  i n  its defe nse .  But  you r  ch ief  (Genera l  Z ia )  on oath 
had prom ised that  he wi l l  ho ld  e lecti ons with in  90 days but  
seven  yea rs had  passed bu t  the prom ise is yet  to  be 
fu l fi l l e d .  

On  t h i s  the  Head  of Co urt g o t  a ngry a n d  shouted t o  get 
these workers out of "Court Room " .  After  one hour, a l l  
fo u r  workers were sentenced t o  o ne yea r  im p rison ment, 
ten lashes a n d  t h i rty thousand rupees fine each .  

The s pecia l  m i l i ta ry co urt Hydera bad a n nounced sentence 
of  one  yea r  im pr isonment  and Rs . SO, 000 fi ne  each to two 
p rotesters, wh i l e  another  th ree were g iven one yea r  
i m pr isonme nt  a n d  Rs .20, 000 fi nes each .  They were 
accused of tak ing out an i l lega l ra l ly in  Hyderabad  on 14th 
Aug ust and d isp lay ing  ban ners aga inst the  Pres ident of  
Pa k is tan  and  the  governm ent .  A s im i l a r  court i n  J acoba bad  
sente nced fo u r  protesters to  one year  i m pr isonment,  ten 
l ashes and Rs . 20, 000 fi nes each.  The M i rp u rkhas  m i l it a ry 
court sentenced t h ree workers to one yea r  im prisonment  
a n d  ten  lashes each .  The  Bad in  co urt a n nounced sentences 
of  i m p riso n m e n t  a n d  l a shes to fou r  persons .  Same th i ng  
ha ppened  i n  K a rach i ,  where a Sum m a ry M i l ita ry Court 
gave ord e rs of one yea r im prison ment ,  ten lashes;a  Thatta 
co u rt sentenced fou r  a ct iv ists to one yea r i m p risonme nt, 
t en' l ashes  a nd fi n e .  They were accused of  treason .  



Civil Disobedience a gainst Zia 1981-1988 1 0 3  

I n  t h e  centra l  coord i na t ion  c o m m ittee meet ing  o f  the  
Shaheed Ahsan  Memon Stude nts '  Act ion  Co m m ittee, it was  
dec ided  that  the  com m ittee w i i i  fu l ly pa rt ic i pa te i n  t he  
ongo i ng  MRD mo vement .  DSF ,  S PS F, P rogress ive JSSF  and  
JSSF { O rga n i z i n g  Co m m ittee)  were  the  m e m b e rs of  th i s  
act ion co m m it tee .  

The  d istr ict  a d m i n istrati o n  i m p osed secti o n  144 in  
J acoba b a d  and  b a n ned  gather i ng  of  five o r  more persons,  
t ak i ng  out  po l i t i ca l ra l l ies a n d ca rry ing  a rms fo r two 
months .  

I n  Rawa l p i nd i ,  two  workers courted a rrest .  O n  the  
occas ion, workers ga thered r a i sed  s loga ns  aga i nst t he  
government  a n d  pe l ted  sto nes o n  the  po l i ce . I n  Peshawa r, 
t he  p o l ice deta i ned Beg u m  N a s i m  W a l i  K h a n  at a po l i ce  
rest  ho use .Bes ides  her, Bacha K h a n, who  was no t  a pa rt of  
M R D, was a lso deta i ned  a t  h is  h o m e .  The po l ice so fa r 
a rrested f ifty l eaders a n d  workers from Front ier  p rov ince .  
So m e  a ct iv ists we re a l so a rrested i n  Quett a .  

Day Six: 1 9th August, Deeda r, a yo u ng b o y  o f  1 5, 
succum bed to h i s  i nj u r ies i n  a La rka na  hosp i ta l .  He was 
i nj u re d  by the  tea r  gas  s h e l l i n g  o n  p revious  day a t  Kha i r p u r  
N a t h a n  s h a h .  

I n  t h e  p rev ious n igh t  a t  about  e leven,  a n  a rmed g ro u p  o f  
unknow n  p e o p l e  d a m aged the  ra i lway track betwe e n  
G h o t k i  a n d  M a hesa r ra i lway sta t ions, i n  res u l t  a p i l ot 
eng ine  c r u m b l e d .  Accord i ng to a va i l a b l e  acco u n ts ,  th is was 
an atte m pt to over-th row the passenger  t ra i n , r u n n i ng to 
La hore fro m Ka ra c h i .  F i r i ng  betwe e n  the a rmed gang a n d  
t h e  po l ice w a s  a lso  re ported .  I t  t o o k  n i n e  hours t o  repa i r  
the d a m aged track  a n d d u r i ng  t h a t  t i m e  a l l  t h e  t ra i n s  fo r 
up-co u n t ry were h a l ted  a t  R ohri Ra i lway  Stat i o n .  

Anothe r  ra i lway sta t i on  w a s  d a maged i n  Sh i ka r p ur, where 
proteste rs a fter  cut t ing  the  t e l e p h o n e  l i nes, burned  the 
record and t i ckets .  They t r ied  to b u rn down the  ra i l wvy 
sta t ion  but po l ice re ached  the  spot a nd reso ned to a€r i a l  
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fi r i ng  to d is perse the  m ob, wh ich  l a ter  da maged a 
c o m m e rc ia l ba nk  a nd other  p ropert ies . Here two M R D  
wo rkers courted a rrest .  The po i ice p roduced them i n  t h e  
m i l i t a ry court,  wh ich  p ro m pt ly  sentenced them t o  one  yea r 
r igorous i m p risonment ,  fifteen thousand  ru pees fi ne  a nd 
ten  l a shes .  

I n  Hydera b a d, for the  first t ime  after  the  start of M R D  
movement ,  worke rs gathered i n  front  o f  a m a i n  mosq ue 
a n d  ten  p ro-democracy worke rs, i n c l u d ing two journ a l ists 
c o u rt a rrested a fter  a d d ress ing the ra l ly. The po l ice 
a rrested two you ng- m e n  for  b r ing ing  gar lands fo r t h e  
p roteste rs . T h e  young-men c l a i m e d  t h a t  t hey were 
ca r ry ing  the roses, brought  fro m a loc a l  shr ine .  

The  H yd e rab a d po l ice a rrested. a loca l PPP  leader  Ma l i k  La l 
Khan, i n  a ra id  on  h is b rother's house .  Two days ea r l i e r, the  
loca l  MRD leadersh ip  had  a d dressed a p ress confe rence a t  
h i s  house  and  a fterward they ha d  .s l i p ped away before the  
a rriva l of po l ice .  The  po l ice  a lso a rrested a fo rmer  S i ndh  
Asse mb ly  member .  I n  Sukkur, thousa nds  of peop le  took  
out  a ra l ly a nd s i x  workers court a rrested . I n  K h a i r p u r  
N a t h a n  Shah ,  a students  ra l ly w a s  d ispersed by the  t e a r  
g a s  s h e l l i n g .  Another  ra l l y  w a s  a lso a ttacked with tea r  g a s  
s h e l l i ng, w h i c h  a ntagonized the  peop le a n d  c l a shes  
between p rotesters and  pol ice e ru pted .  I n  Kha n p u r, 
de monstrators attacked a n d  damaged  the  te lephone  
exchange a n d  a com m e rc ia l bank ,  aft e r  po l ice fa i l e d  to . 
contro l  the  s i tuat ion ,  t h e  town was ha nded  over to a rmy.  
Tando G h u l a m  A l i  observed a comp lete str ike  and over 15 
tho usa nd  peop le  took out  a ra l ly .  Two workers cou rted 
a rrest and po l ice a rrested a nother  t h ree  stud e n ts and few 
po l i t i ca l  wo rke rs .  I n  Ta l h a r  s tudents, c i t i zens  and  workers 
of the  Khosk i  Sugar M i l l s  took out  a jo int  ra l ly .  In  sp i te of  
baton c h a rge a n d  use  of  tear  gas, the  po l ice fa i led to 
contro l  the  s i tuat ion and the  town was handed over to 
a rmy.  I n  c l a shes between p rotesters a n d  the law enfo rc i n g  
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agen c ies,  m a ny offi c i a l s  i n c l ud ing  p o l ice m e n  g o t  i nj u re d .  
Po l ice a rrested m o re t h a n  a dozen  act iv ists .  I n  Kara c h i, 
th ree workers cou rted a rrest i n  heavy down-p o u r  a t  t he  
venue  o f  p rotest d u r ing  a nt i - B ri t ish e m p ire strugg le ,  Ram 
B ag h  (afte r  p a rt i t ion  re na med  as Ara m B a g h ) .  I n  Sa kra n d, 
t h ree loca l M R D  leaders were a rrested befo re reac h i ng the  
ve n u e  fo r court ing a rrest . I n  J o h i, two  workers i n c l u d i ng a 
co l lege  student  cou rted a rrest .  The i n ju red  yo uth K a l u  
M i rba h a r  succum bed  to in ju r ies .  He w a s  i nj u red  i n  p o l ice 
fi r ing  two days ear l i e r .  In  Larkana,  u n known p roteste rs set  
on  f i re  t h ree veh ic les  o f  agr i cu l tu ra l  d e p a rt m e nt,  wh i l e  
fo u r  wo rkers we re a rrested .  Po l i ce reso rte d to  ba ton  
c h a rge and  fi red tea r gas  she l l s  to  d ispe rse the  l a rge  
n u m be r  o f  peop le,  who had  ga ther  to g reet  workers .  I n  
Wa ra h, s i tuat ion  went  o u t  o f  contro l  w h e n  a r a l l y  of ove r 
five tho usa nd  peop le  a ttacked a c o m m e rc i a l  b a n k  a nd 
burn t  down its reco rd a n d  fu rn i t u re .  Afte rwa rd, they  
moved to  the  loca l  C iv i l  Co u rt a n d  a ttem pted to  set free 
the p ri soners fro m the  p o l ice lock- u p .  The p o l ice fired tea r 
gas  a n d  resorted to a e r ia l f i r i ng .  O n  t h e i r  way ba ck, t h e  
m o b  b u r n t  d o w n  the  record a n d  fu rn i tu re o f  l o c a l  post  
offi ce .  I n  Thatta ,  t h ree  workers  c o u rted a rrest i n  fro n t  o f  
the  h isto rica l Sha hja h a n i  m osque i n  heavy down-pour. I n  
B a d i n, the ra l ly was a tt? cked  by the  p o l i ce,  wh i ch  resu l ted 
in  c l ashes  between them and p rotesters .  Few a rrests were 
made by the  po l i ce .  I n  S a n g h a r, rega rd less  o f  the i n fl uence  
of  P i r  Pagaro,  a p ro-Z ia p o l it i c i a n a nd re l ig ious  l eader, a 
p ro -democracy ra l ly was o rg a n i zed ,  wh ich  was a ttacked 
wi th  baton cha rge and a e r i a l  f i r ing by po l i ce .  In  reta l i a t ion  
protesters t h rew s tones  and  a fterward fo u r  wo rke rs were 
a rreste d .  I n  v i l l age M aqsoodo R i n d ,  a ra l l y  was taken  o u t  
a nd a ft e r  a dd ress i ng the  p u b l ic, th ree wo rkers court 
a rrested .  I n  J ho l ,  s ix  workers courted a rrest, whom t h e  
po l i ce re leased a ft e r  t a k i n g  t h e m  40 m i les a w a y  i n  a 
deserted a re a .  
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A ra l l y  i n i t i a ted  fro m v i l lage Thara r i  Mohabat  rea ched  
Radhan ,  m a rch ing  through th ree k i lom eters a n d  se t  on  f ire 
the off ice o f  Zia HimayatTahreek. In  Kha i rp u r, two workers 
ca rry ing a nt i -government  p laca rdswere a rre sted.  Po l i ce  
a lso a rrested two l eaders fro m the i r  homes in  pre -dawn 
ra ids .  

I n  Qa z i  A h med,  tho usa nds  of p rotesters brought out  a ra l ly 
a m idst  a comp lete str ike i n  the  c i ty. They attacked a n d  se t  
on f i re t h ree commerc i a l  banks  a nd te lephone  excha nge .  
Excha nge o f  fi r ing was  reported between secur i ty gua rd s  
a n d  proteste rs, resu l t i ng  i n  t h e  death  of  a b a n k  guard .  The  
p rotesters d ispersed a fte r baton cha rge a nd aeri a l  f i r i ng  by  
the po l i ce .  

The  M e h ra n  U n ive rs ity ofEng i neeri ng a nd Techno logy, 
Ja mshoro,  postponed the exa m i nat ions  for i ndefi n i te  
per iod beca use of  the  worsen i ng  po l i t ica l  s i tuat ion .  In  
Lia q u a t M ed ica lCo l lege, s tudents cont inued the ir  academic  
boycott on  t he  ca l l  of Sha heed Ahsa n Memon Students' 
Act ion  Co m mittee .  I n  Kha i rpu r, s tudents burnt  the  effigy o f  
G e nera l  Z i a  an d  the US f lag .  They demanded re lease o f  
Benaz i r  B h utto, Com rade  J a m  Saq i ,  Rasool Ba khsh Pa l ijo 
and other  pol i t ica l pr isoners .  

I n  M o ro, death  to l l  of the  po l ice f i r i ng  rose to  f ive, a s  one  
boy  succum bed to  inju r ies a n d  t h ree dead-bod ies  were 
fo u n d  from a nea rby fa r m .  

I n  Dad u ,  overa l l  t h i rty M R D  workers we re a rrested i n  f irst 
s ix days of  the movement  and a l l  of them were charged 
unde r the M a rti a l  La w Regu l ations  no .  3 ,  1 3  a nd 77 .  I n  
J acobabad ,  fo u r  a n d  in  S u k k u r, ten  workers were 
sentenced,  fined  a nd lashed by two sepa rate m i l i ta ry 
co urts .  I n  Lahore, a m i l i tary court awarded sentence of 
one ye a r  i m p risonment  a nd twenty thousa nd ru pees fi ne 
to two M R D  worke rs . They were a ccused of v io la t ing 
M c: rti a l  Law Regu la ti o ns  no .  1 3  and 33 .  The S i n d h  
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Consta b u l a ry reg iste red a m u rde r  case of  o n e  constab l e  
aga inst the two co nsta b les  of the  F ront ier  Consta b u l a ry .  
Th i s  was the fi rst s ign  of  t he  r i ft a m ong the state 
i nst itu t ions on  the bas is  of p ro a n d  a nt i -de mocra cy.  

In  a stra nge m ove, a S i n d h i  d a i ly Mehra n, Hyderabad ,  
owned by a pro-Z ia  po l i t ic ia n and  a sp i r i tua l l eader  P i r  
Paga ro, p ub l i shed a h a rd h i tt ing a n t i -government  e d itor ia l .  
The newspa p e r  h a d  recent ly h i red  Shamsheru l  Hyder i ,  a 
p rogress ive wr i ter  a s  i ts  e d itor .  He re a re the few port ions  
of that  e d itor ia l, 'at  the  t ime of wr i t ing  these l i nes,  five 
d a ys have passed of the movement  l a u nched to e n d  t h e  
M a rt i a l  Law r u l e  a n d  the  restora t ion of democracy i n  t h e  
count ry, which s ta rted  fro m t h e  ma uso leum o f  Q u a i d  i n  
Karach i  o n  t h e  I nd e pe n dence  D a y  a n d  afte rwa rd tu rne;d 
v io lent .  

H u n d reds  have beeri a rrested by the gover n m e n t  a n d  
h u n d re d s  have vo l unta r i l y  courted a rrest .  F i rst t i f11 e i n  the  
h istory of  the count ry, feu d a l  lords, sp i ri tua l lead e rs a n d  
fo r m e r  m i n isters have been  sent  t o  p riso ns.  

R a l l ie s  of five to seventy f ive thousa nd  a re go ing to  pr i sons  
through the 'F i l l  the Pr i sons  Move ment ' .  At  many p laces  
the  pr i sons  a re ove r-crowded,  so  the po l i ce a re leav ing  the  
a rrested peop le i n  fa r off deserted a reas, but  they  a re 
jo i n i ng  the  movement  once a ga i n .  

Angry p rotesters attacked b a n ks, co u rts a n d  a d m i n istrat ive 
offices at m a n y  p laces  a nd dest royed the offic i a l  reco rds .  
Damage to ra i lway t racks  and s igna ls  had jeopa rd ized the  
l ives and  secu rity of  thousands  of  men  and  women 
passengers .  The  house deta ined  leaders of e l ite c l assesa re 
ask ing  to be sh ifted to p r iso ns .  

At m a ny p l aces wo m e n  havea l so come out on  roads  a n d  
organ i zed  p rotests .  Th e N a t iona l  H ighway a n d  other  
i m portant  roa d s  a re b e i ng b l ocked fo r hours o n  a d a i ly 
bases .  Th e po l ice a re us ing  batons,  tea r gas a n d  l ive 
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b u l lets ,  w h ich  is resu l t i ng  i n  deaths  a n d  i nj u ries  to t h e  
peop le .  

O n  one  h a nd the free peop le  a re court i ng  a rrests a nd o n  
the  other  h a n d  the pr isoners a re break ing  the  po l ice  
stat ions  a n d  m i nor pr isons to  escape .  J u st i n  one s ing le  
day, ove r one hundred p riso ners have esca ped fro m a 
s i ng le  p ri so n .  

A l l  these  acts a re fo r t h e  e n d  o f  M a rt ia l  Law a n d  for t h e  
resto ra t ion  o f  de mocra cy, l a unched b y  M R D  a n d  s u pported 
by few other  po l it ica l fo rces. The a n a rchy wit h i n  the  
count ry had  opened few other  aven ues a nd i n  t h is rega rd 
the exa m p le of Kha n Abdu l  G haffa r K h a n  of K h u d a i 
Kh id m atga r ca n be c i ted,  who has o pen ly ta l ked  a bout  t h e  
B a n n u  Reso lut ion ,  wh ich  means  a separate count ry fo r 
Pashto o n .  

Beca use of t h e  intern a l  cr i s i s  s i tuat ion  o f  Pa kista n ,  i t s  
ne ig h bors I n d ia a nd Afg h a n ista n ha d  a l e rted the i r  a r m i e s  
fo r a ny u n toward s i tuat ion .  

We a re not  conce rned a bout  the  success o r  fa i l u re of  t h e  
M R D  movement  b u t  a re worr ied a bout  the  secur i ty a n d  
i n tegr i ty o f  the country a n d  want  to know tha t  who w i l l  be 
respon s i b l e  fo r the harm done  to it? 

We w i l l  s i nce re ly a dvice Genera l  Z ia  that  he shou ld  i nvite 
the po l i t i c i ans  to i n i t iate t a l ks with them on the schedu le  
of t h e  e l e ct ions ' .  

Coup le  of  d ays la ter, a str ic t  censors h i p  was  i m posed on 
d a i ly Mehran and few d a ys l a ter  i ts  ed i tor  Sha mshe ru l  
H yd e ri res igned fro m h is post i n  p rotest . 

I n  fea r  of  p rotest, the  government  postponed a book  
l a u nch ing  ceremony, sched u led  on  19th  Aug ust i n  
I s la m a ba d ;  G e nera l  Z ia  was ch ie f  g uest of the  p rogra m .  
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To restra i n  gove rnment  e m p loyees fro m j o i n i ng t h e  an t i 
govern ment  m ovement, t he i r  sa l a r ies were be i ng ra ised 
and it  was  a n n o u nced that the  order wou ld  be va l id fro m 
prev ious m o n t h .  

A n e w l y  b o r n  son of  j a i l ed  peasant l e a d e r  Fa z i l  R a h u  d i e d  
bu t  the  a u t ho rit ies refused to re lease h im  o n  pay-ro le  t o  
a t t e n d  t he  l a st r i tua l s .  

I n  Quetta ,  two MRD workers we re a rrested .  Autho ri t i es  
i ssued two lette rs, a d d ressed to i m p risoned M R D  leader  
Fa ta hyab  A l i  K h a n; a ccord i ng to the  first, he  was de ta i ned  
fo r n i nety d ays a nd t h ro ug h  second orde r h i s  en t ry i n  
N W FP was b an ned for n i nety days .  

M e a nwh i le,  a uthori t ies  re leased Gu i  M o h a m med  J a k h r a n i, 
t he  Centra l  Pres ident  of Jeay S i ndh  Students Fed e ra t ion ,  
a fter  i m pr i sonment  of  e ight  mont h .  H i s  s e p a ra t ist  
o rg a n isat ion  was o p posed to  the  ongoing M R D  m ove m e n t .  

A m i l i ta ry court i n  R a wa l p i n d i  sentenced n i ne M R D  
workers fo r one year  i m p riso n m e nt a nd t e n  l a shes  e a c h .  
T h e y  were accused of  t a k i ng o u t  a n  a nt i -govern m e n t  ra l l y  
and  ra i s ing  s logans  aga i n st t he  govern m ent .  

M i r  G hous  Ba khsh B i zenjo, the  Pres i dent  of  Pa k ist a n  
N a t i o n a l  Pa rty ( P N P ) ,  i n  a m essage g lo r if ied the  peo p le  of  
S i n d h  and  sa id  tha t  a s  t he  doctors w i l l  d ischarge h i m  from 
the  hosp i ta l ,  he  w i l l  jo i n  t he  movement  and  w i l l  not  ca re 
fo r h i s  detent ion  orders .  

I n  an  i nterv iew with B BC ra d io ,  cent ra l M R D leader  Wa l i  
K h a n, who  was i n  Lo ndon  fo r h i s  t reatme nt, sa i d  that  a s  a l l  
t h e  l e a d e rsh ip  had  been a rrested s o  h istor ica l l y  peacefu l  
S i n d h is were t a k ing  v io lent  path  fo r t h e i r  d e m ocrat i c  
d e m a nd s .  He sa id  that  t h e  ru le rs ha d  i nst igated peop le  to  
v io l e n ce by say ing  that  ' they  were not  ready  to co m e  o ut'  
a n d  now they had on ly one cho ice, struggle fo r d e m ocra cy 
o r  a l ig n i ng wi th  the  m i l i ta ry government .  
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The J a m iat - i - U l a ma- i - l s l am Sen io r  Vice Pres iden t  Syed 
H a m id M i a n ,  i n  a n  in terv iew said that l i ngu ist ic, reg i o n a l  
a nd secta r i an  move me nts were e merg i ng in  the  c o u n t ry so 
the gove rnment  s,hou ld  i m m ed iate ly ho ld  e lect ions  a n d  
t ra nsfer t h e  power t o  t h e  e lected re p rese ntat ives.  

An  ex i led  PPP leader  J a m  Sad iq  A l i , a d d ress ing a p ress 
co nference i n  London, asked the in ternat io n a l  com m u n ity 
to p ut m o ra l  p ressure on  Genera l  Zia fo r the re lease of  
Benaz i r  B h utto a nd other  po l i t i ca l  pr i soners i n  Pak ista n .  

Add ress ing  a Me et t h e  P ress p rogra m a t  Karach i  P ress 
C lub,  Ta h reek- i - l sta q l a l  l eader  J .  A .  R a h i m  warned that t he 
m asses w i l l  reject those po l i t i ca l  pa rt ies  who w i l l  not 
beco m e  pa rt of the ongoing movement  fo r the restorat ion 
of d e m ocracy. 

The Presi dent  of  Pak istan Federa l U n io n  of  J ou rna l ists 
( P FUJ ), M i n haj B u rna ,  cr i t i c i zed the rest r ict ions o f  freedom 
of p ress t h rough Press a n d  Pub l i ca t ions  O rd i na nce and  sa id  
that  beca use of  the ce nsorsh i p  the d ign i ty o f  the  
journa l ism had  been  lost . 

On  the  other  ha nd ,  a federa l m in iste r fo r hea l th, Doctor 
Naseerud D in  Jogaza i  c l a imed  that the  c iv i l  d isobed ience 
move me n t  had  com p lete ly fa i l ed  a s  it was l aunched  by the 
a nt i-state e lements .  

Day Seven : 20th August, after  the  a rrest of  MRD S i ndh  
conve n e r  Yous if  J a k h ra n i  and  ac t i ng  convener  Mohammed  
Hassa n B ro h i, the  PPP  l eader  M o h a m med  Bakhsh  Damrah  
was  a p po inted the  a ct ing  convener  M R D S i n d h .  

The fo rmer  S i n d h  Assem b ly m e m be r  A m i r  Bakhsh  J unejo of  
d istr ict  Dadu  was  sched u led to court a rrest fro m Kha i rpu r  
Nathan  Shah . He  came w i th  over two  thousand  sup porte rs 
a n d  the  po l ice f ired tear  gas  a nd baton  c h a rged to d i spe rse 
the p roteste rs .  After  a rrest i ng  the l eaders  o f  the ra l l y, 
po l ice brought them at the  loca l po l ice st a tion  which  was 
stormed by the p roteste rs a n d  by b re a k i n g  the compound  
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wa l l  they set o n  f ire the  offi c ia l jeep  of the  Deputy 
Super i n tendent  of Po l i ce  pa rked i n s ide  the  compound  a n d  
set t h e  p riso n e rs fre.e .  Afte rwa rd ,  p rotesters m a rched to 
su b-ja i l  a n d  a t tempted  to break i t .  I n  reta l ia t ion  po l ice 
o pe ne d  f i re on p rotesters  a n d  i n ju red  fo u r  of t hem,  one of 
the i nj u red Abd u l  Az i z  La k h a i r  d ied on  his way to hosp i ta l  
i n  La rka n a .  Afte rwa rd, t he  p rotest e rs at tacked the  Ta l uka  
c i v i l  office a nd a t te m pted  to b rea k  the  loca l p ri so n .  The 
po l i ce  a rrested 28 p rotesters,  who l a te r  were cha rged by 
the  M i l i t a ry Court a nd were sentenced fo r one  yea r  
i m p riso n ment ,  t e n  l a shes  a n d  rupees t e n  thousand  fi n e .  
T h e  po l ice fa i led to  contro l  t he  s i t ua t ion ,  so a rmy was 
ca l l ed i n  to t a ke-ove r the  town.  

I n  Dadu, o ne  m o re worker  was a rrested a fter  lead ing a n  
a nt i -gove r n m e n t  ra l ly .  J n  Meha rh,  fa m o u s  fo r exce l l e n t  
he nna ,  ove r fou r  t h ousa nd  p roteste rs t o o k  o ut a ra l ly .  A s  
the  p a rt i c ipants  i nt e n d e d  t o  m a rch  towards t h e  m a i n  
m a rket  of  the  t o w n  to  o ffe r court a rrests, po l ice f ired 
a bo ut 50 t e a r  gas  she l l s  a n d  resorted aer i a l  fi r ing  to 
d i sperse t hem a n d  a r rested 35  wo rke rs,  i n c l ud ing  those 
who intended to court a rrest .  I n  nea rby SetaTown, po l ice 
a rrested two bus  d r ivers a long wi th  the  MRD workers a nd 
confiscated the i r  buses . Later  they were sh ifted to Kha i r p u r  
N a t h a n  Sha h  Po l i ce S ta t ion  a n d  were bea t e n .  Knowing  
a bo ut t he  po l i ce t re a t m e nt,  h u n d reds  of  the  peop le  
m a rched toward  the  po l ice stat i o n  a nd d e m a nded the  
re lease of  buses  a nd  d rivers . I n  re t a l ia t ion  the po l ice 
o pe ne d  d i rect fi r ing  on the  p roteste rs a n d  k i l l ed  8 of them 
and  i nj u re d  dozens .  After  these  i nc idents  the  c i ty  of  
K h a i r p u r  Natha n Shah  was handed ove r to the  a rmy a nd 
c u rfew was i m posed fo r two days .  

I n  G a m bat,  1 7  p ro -democra cy workers were a rrested a fte r  
a ra l ly led  by a fo r m e r  a ssem bly  m e m ber  a n d  m a rched 
t h ro ugh  the  town . I n  K h a i r p u r, po l i ce a rrested two loca l 
l e a d e rs of Ta h reek - i - l s t a q l a l ,  d u ri ng ra ids  o n  t h e i r  houses .  
The ra l ly taken out  from the  h is tor ica l  c ity of Kotd ij i ,  
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reached Kha i rpu r  a n d  o n  t h e i r  return ,  pa rt i c ipa nts  of the  
ra l ly attacked the loca l  office of  Zia Himayat Tahreek i n  
v i l l age Bunga low a n d  se t  o n  fi re i t s  fu rn i ture .  Afte rwa rd 
the mob ho isted PPP flag on  the office.  In Sakra nd ,  po l ice 
a rrested t h ree loca l  po l i t i ca l  l eaders i nc lud ing  a fo rmer  
a ssem bly me mber .  They  were  sche d u led to vo l u nteer  fo r 
a rrest .  

I n  Ta ndo G h u l am A l i , a rmy was dep loyed to p reven t  
p o l i t i ca l  workers fro m p rotest ing b u t  neverthe less workers 
b ro ught  o u t  a coup le  of ra l l ies, which a ntago n i zed  the  
fo rces and  they  u n leashed torture o n  a l l  a n d  s u n d ry.  

I n  C h a m ba rh,  students o f  H igh School  after  boycott ing the 
c l a sses, brought out a ra l ly, po l ice a rrested the l eaders of  
the  ra l ly, who were stu d ents of  the school  and sent  them 
to s u b-ja i l ,  where they were asked to submit an a po logy, 
wh i ch  stude nts refused a nd p referred to be in j a i l .  

I n  T a n d o  Moha m med K h a n ,  p rotesters offe red a funera l  
p rayer  in  a bsent ia  fo r the m a rtyrs of the movement .  
Afte rwa rd five p roteste rs courted a rrest.  A sma l l  town,  
M u l l a  Kat iyar ,  j ust ten  m i les from here, observed a 
comp lete shut-down i n  so l ida rity with the ongo ing  
m ovement .  I n  the  sma l l  v i l lage of  Da ie ,  peop le  brought  ou t  
a ra l ly a nd a worker cou rted a rrest .  

In Karach i ,  h u n d reds of M R D  workers brought out a ra l ly ;  
i n  an  atte m pt to d i sperse them, pol ice fired tea r gas  she l l s  
a nd baton  ch a rged .  At least  1 5  workers were i nj u red  in  
c l ashes  wi th  po l ice .  Two worke rs i nc l ud ing  a fo rmer  
m in iste r courted a rrest.  I n  Hydera bad ,  i n  p resence of  
tho usa nds  of  p rotesters at  the Session Cour t  b u i l d i ng, 
e ight workers co urted a rrest .  One a mong them, Mo la  
Bakhsh  Cha nd io ,  who la ter  became a federa l  m i n i ster ,  i n  
Za rd a ri c a b i net, wrote a p riso n d a i ry.  

O n  the a p pe a l  of  the  s p i r i tua l l eader  Ma khdoom Ta l i b -u l 
M o u la ,  towns of Ha l a ,  Bh i t  Sha h  a nd others o bserved a 
com p lete s t rike ,  wi th  a l l  ed ucat ion a l  i n st itutes, b a n ks a n d. 
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o ffices shut t i ng  d o w n .  About  f ifty tho usa . 1 d  peop le  took 
out  a ra l l y  fro m the  loca l  H igh  Schoo l  i n  H a l a ,  a fter  rumors 
gr ipped the  v i c i n ity tha t  M a khdoom h i mse l f  w i l l  offe r 
court a rrest; a fter, m a rc h i ng t h rough the  town and  they 
reached  a t  S ub -D iv is io na l  Mag • -trate (SDM) office and five 
workers co u rt a rrested .  The students  ho i sted P P P  flag o n  
t h e  office of  S D M .  Afterwa rd ra l l y  h e l d  a s i t - i n  on  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  H i ghway fo r two h o u rs.  Th is  ra l l y  w a s  a l so jo ined 
by a n o t h e r  ra l ly, or ig inat ing from the Da rg a h  of  Shah La t i f  
a t  Bh i t  Sha h .  The jo in t  ra l l y  pa id  i ts  respect  at .  the Sufi 
shr ine  o f  M a khdoom Nooh .  I n  La rka na ,  t h ree workers 
co u rt a rreste d ,  t he  p roteste rs th rew sto 1es  o n  runn ing  
bus i nesses because o f  wh ich  the  c i ty  was  c losed  down for 
the th i rd conti n uo u s  d ay .  In the eve n i n g  Wata n- Dost 
M a zdoor  Federat ion  brought  out a big ra l ly, wh ich  was  
baton c h a rged by the  P.o l i ce .  The a ngry l a borers pe l ted 
po l ice wi th  sto nes .  La ter, a t  Pak i s tan  Chow k, po l ice 
resorted to a e ri a l  f i r ing on  them a n d  m a d e  severa l a rrests .  
The m i l i ta ry c o n t i n u e d  its i ntens ified  rounds  in the city. In 
Warah a nd N a s i r a b a d ,  thousands  of  protesters brought o ut 
a peacefu l ra l ly .  I n  Badah ,  p rotesters set o n  f ire the  loca l  
m u n ic ipa l record and  a co m m e rc i a l  bank .  O n e  young boy 
was i nj u red d u e  to  the  bank  g u a rd 's  fi r ing .  

I n  Ag ric u l t u ra l U n ive rsity, Ta ndo  Jam,  ove r five h u n d red 
m e m b e rs of Pa khtoon Students' Fe c::l e rat ion ,  S i n d h  
Peop les'  S tudents '  Federat ion  a n d  S i n d h i  Shag i rd  Ta h reek  
bro u g h t  o u t  a ra l ly wh ich  wa s  l a ter  jo i ned  by the  H igh  
Schoo l  stud e nts .  Th<> s tudents set on  fi re a n  eff igy of  
G e nera l  Z ia . Th i s  was  the  fi rst academic  d ay, a fter  ten  
d ays'  c losure o f  u n ive rsity.  

In B a d i n ,  po l ice baton  charged a r a l ly a n d  in reta l ia t ion  
protesters pe l ted  stones on  pol ice . On  the  other  hand ,  the  
Bad in  pol ice a rrested fou r  loca l  M R D  leaders.  I n  
Nawabshah ,  two leaders, i n c l ud i ng the  fo rmer  Deputy 
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Speaker  of the N a t i ona l  Assem b ly  court a r rested . I n  
M i rpurkhas ,  fo u r  workers court a rrested . 

One  of the M R D  l eaders M u rtaza Jato i  su rfa ced a t  Ka ra c h i  
P ress C l u b  t o  a n nounce h i s  resignat ion  from the  e l ected 
office of the  Cha i rman  D istr ict  Counc i l  N a wa bsha h .  He 
i n formed that  so fa r i n  a week 15 pe rsons  had b e e n  

. m a rtyred a nd over 30 thousa n d  workers a rrested i n  S i n d h .  

I n  a n other  d evelopment, i m p risoned l e a d e r  Yo us i f  Ta l p u r  
i n  a statement  as.ked t h e  l eaders u n d e r  ho use-a rrest t o  
break  t h e i r  detent ion orders". 

I n  m a ny town· and  v i l l ages, peop le  reope ned  the offices of  
the po l i t ica l pa rties, c losed-down under  t h e  M a rt ia l Law 
reg u lat ions  a n d  repo rted ly  fu nct ioned a s  the  para l l e l  
gove rn ment .  

I n  N a ushehro Fe roz,  five more dead bod i es were recovered 
fro m a fa r-m .  The tol l  of  the dea d  in rece n t  v io l e n ce rose to 
ten .  I t  was be ing fea red that the death  to l l  cou ld  be m uch 
h igher  as  the  esca p i ng p rotesters were f i red  upon  wi th  
long-ranged au tom at ic  weapons a nd the  dead -bod ies were 

· fo und  from the  fa r-d ista nced agr i cu l tura l  fie l ds .  I n  p rotest 
the  who le  a rea was comp lete ly  sh ut-down .  Thousa n d s  of 
common people atte.nded the  funera l  p raye rs of the 
deceased and dec la red  them 'Ma rtyrs of Dem ocracy' . 

B B C  ·Rad io, i n  i ts broadcast  confi rmed the  k i l l i ngs  of 
p rotesters i n  Na usheh ro Fe roz, and disc losed in i t s  re port 
that  i n  S i ndh, so fa r 2 2  p roteste rs ha d  been k i l l ed  .by the  
l aw e nfo rc ing agenc ies .  

Three fee t  ra i lway track was d a m aged between Lundo a nd 
Shahdadpur  ra i lway sta t ions  a n d  Ra i lway Po l ice m a d e  few 
a rrests i n  that  connect io n .  Same sort of i n c ide n t  ha ppened 
near  M i rpur  Mathe lo, where u n known perso ns  set  on  fire 
the wooden  b locks between the ra i lway t racks .  They a lso 
cut the  te lephone l i ne  of the  I r r igat ion rest ho use . 
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In  Ka ra c h i, two workers courted a rrest a fte r  l ead ing  a ra l ly  
of tho usa nd s .  I n  M a t l i ,  s tuden.ts and the p u b l i c  brought  out 
a jo in t  ra i ly a n d  t h ree workers co u rted  a rrest .  A l l  roads  
were b locke d  fo r h o urs because  o f  the  ra l ly .  Women of  
Mat l i  b ro ug h t  o u t  a separa te r a l l y  and  ra i sed  a nt i 
govern m e n t  s logans  in  front  of  loca l p"o l ice sta t i o n .  The 
Deputy Co m m iss ioner  c h a i red a meet ing  of  heads  of  
educat iona l  inst i tutes  a nd  wa rned them of  s t r i c t  act ion, i f  
st ud ent s  of  the i r  i nst i t� tes pa rt ic i p a ted  i n  ongo ing  
ag i ta t i o n .  

I n  Ta n d o  B a go po l i ce stat ion, t he  po l i t i ta r  pr i soners we nt 
on  h u nge r stri ke,  a s  t h e i r  v is i tors w e re not a l lowed to  
meet  them.  Among these p riso ners, one  biri-ma k ing l abor  
Ahmed Khan  h a d  a good  voice,so h e  sang  po l i t ica l  a n d  fo lk  
sor.gs fo r t h e  fe l low workers .  

The po l ice fo rce i n  whole B a d i n  d i s t ri c t  sta rted mass
torture a n d  d u r ing  t h a t  it  a rrested  a fo l k  poet D h a n i  
B a k h s h  Khaskha l i  a l ias  C h a rya n (Cra zy)  a nd re leas.ed h im 
a fter severe t o rt u re .  

I n  K a n d ia ro ,  seven wo rkers courted a rrest, w h i l e  a d a y  
e a r l i e r  n i n e  wo rkers vo lunteered t he i r  a rrest .  I n  J h o l ,  two 
wo rke rs court a rrested,  w h i l e  p o l ice a rrested a t h i rd 
wo rker  fo r ra i s i ng p ro-democracy s log a n s .  

I n  Ha l a ;  a bout  t h i rty t h <' usa nd  p e o p l e  b rough t  o u t  a ra l ly. 
from the . s h r i ne  of Sufi sa in t  M a k h d o o m  N o a h  a n d  rea ched  
S O M  office, w h e re f ive workers .i n c l u d ing  two students 
vo l un teered a rrests .  Aft e rwa rd, pa rt i c i p a nt s  of  the  ra l ly / 
sat -on the  N a t i o n a l  H ig h wa y  a n d  b lQcked  t ra ffi c fo r onv 
and  h a l f  h o u r .  Because of  p rotest, ba n ks a n d  government  
offi ces rem a i n e d  c lose d .  The  ed ucat io·n a l  i n st i tutes of  H a '  
c losed d o w n  for ten  days .  -He re some e lected m u r  
coun i:: i lo'T"s a l so res igned from t h e i r  o ff ices .  

I n  Bad in ,  t h ree workers court a rre sted 
Hyderabad  Cent ra l  J a i l .  After  t he  a rrests, p o l .  
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baton · cha rge a n d  a rrested two other  p rotesters . 
Meanwh i le ,  the m i l it a ry cont inued  i ts  f lag-ma rch on the  
roads .  

I n  Ga j i  Khu hawa r:.,  wo rkers' ra l ly attacked the  branch of  
commerc ia l  bank a nd  its record a nd  fu rn i tu re were set on 
f ire . Later, they at tacked the  po l ice check-pest, where 
po l ice reso rted to ae r i a l  f i r ing a n d  d i spe rsed the 
p roteste rs .  

Stud e n ts of  L i aquatMed ica lCo l lege, J amshoro, afte r 
boycott ing c l asses rea ched C iv i l  Hos p i ta l Hyderabad,  
where MRD workers vo lu nteered a rrests. Nawabshah 
po l i ce a rrested a fo rmer  assemb ly  member  and a nother  
worker  i n  ra ids  on  the i r  houses .  Ta ndo Mohammed Khan 

· po l ice a rrested a loca l l eader  fo r m o b i l i z i ng the peop le .  

I n  La rkana ,  office of  the  Zia Himoyot Tohreek was attacke d .  
Two i nj u red i n  r iots succumbed to in jur ies, w h i c h  ra ised 
the death  tol l  i n  S i n d h  w 2 2 .  

I n  Sh i k a rpu r, two workers courted a rrest in heavy ra in ,  
afte rwa rd the  p rotesters at tempted to b u rn down the 
ra i lway stat io n .  The po l ice d ispersed them by us i ng the 
fo rce . On the  p rev ious day, Sh i ka rpur  tasted its cup of  
vio lence,  when  a ra l ly of  ten thousand peop le  reached 
La kh i -Da r po l ice s tat ion ,  where workers  :vo l u nteered 
a rrest.  The po l ice f ired tear  gas she l l s  on the  p roteste rs, 
who pe l ted sto nes  in reta l i a t ion .  The m o b  set on f ir.e a 
co m m e rc i a l  b a n k  b ranch  a nd  Mu n i c i p a l  office .  They a l so 
set on fi re t h ree f i re-br igade ve h ic les and  r:o u ple  of 
gove rnment-owned t ractors .  Afterward,  the p roteste rs 
reached a t  t he  Sess ion Court, wh ich  was set 0 1 1 .  fire a long 
with offic ia l record . 

I n  Sha hdad p u r, n i ne workers  a n d  two student  leaders 
courted a rrest,  i n  Ta ndo  G h u la m  A l i ,  one s tud"e nts' leader  

fo r o rg a n iz ing the  ongo in8 ag i tat ion ;  i n  J ho l ,  
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two wo rkers vo lun teered a rrest i n  fro nt  of the loca l  po l ice  
stat ion,  whi le  po l ice a rrested one m o re worker  from the  
p rotest .  I n  M i rpu rkhas, t h ree workers co u rt a rrested,  w h i l e  
·i n  M e h a rh ,  po l i ce a rrested five p a rt i c ipa nts  of  t he  ra l l y, 
a m o ng t h e m  one  was i n te n d i ng to vo lunteer  h is  a rrest .  
Dadu po l i ce  a rrested th ree l ea de rs i nc l ud i ng  a fo r m e r  
senator .  

Ove r one  h u n d red m o re e lected m u n ic i p a l  counc i lors 
resigned  fro m t h e i r  post s, m a n y  of them be ing  a rrested by 
the  po l i ce .  · 

M i l i t a ry Courts a lso cont inued  sentenc ing  the  p ro
de m ocracy workers.  The M i l i t a ry Co u rt no.8 Dadu ,  u n d e r  
M a rti a l  Law Regu la ti o ns no .  1 3  a n d  33 ,  p ro nounced 
sentence of  on e  year  i m p riso n ment, fi ne and ten  l ashes  

. each  t o  e igh t  workers .  !"1l i l i t a ry Cou rt n o . 14, M i r p u rkhas ,  
p ronounced sente nce of one  year  i m p r isonment  to two 

. workers  and. n i ne month  i m p r i so n m ent  to t h ree other  
workers .  

• In  Bad i n ,  a S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry Court sentenced 1 2  workers 
fo r t ak i ng  out ra l ly,  ra i s ing  s loga ns  aga i ns t  the gove rn m e nt 
a n d  pe l ti ng sto nes  o n  po l ice .  A M i l i t a ry CO l.l(t i n  Karach i  
sentenced  e ight  workers  o n  same cha rges .  

On  t h e  other  hand ,  t h e  po l ice started nomina t i ngact ive( 
M R D  m e m bers i n  suspended F I RS .  I n  t h i s  co nn ect ion,  a n  
80-yea r  o ld  u nc le  a n d  a cous in  o f  B enaz i r  Bhutto was 
cha rged fo r a m u rd e r  of a p e rson,  way ha.c k  o n  2 n d  
February, 1983 .  

zag ita t io n .  I n  M i r p u rkha s, e lev� n a n d  i n  Sanghar, fo u r  
p e rsons c o u rted  a rres t .  I n  B a d i n ,  po l i ce a rrested t h re e  
workers a ft e r  ba ton . cha rg ing  the  r a l ly .  

Res idents  of s m a l l  towns o n  l i n k  roa d s  b locked the  roads · 
a t  var ious  po i nts,  resu l t i ng i n  c l a shes between the  po l ice 
a n d  the p rotesters .  
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On the  c a l l  of  Shaheed  Ahsa n M e m o n  Stude n ts' Act i o n  
Com m ittee,  t h e  wo rkers o f  Democrat ic  S tudents  
Fed e ra t ion ,  Jeay  S i ndh  Stude nts Federa t ion  ( O rga n iz i n g  
Co m m ittee) ,  P rog ressive J e a y  S i n d h  Stude nts Federat io n 
and  S i n d h i  Shag i rd Ta h reek brought  out  a ra l l y  fro m t h e  
L ia q u a t M e d ica lCo l lege, J a m s horo a n d  ca m e  to the  C iv i l  
Hospita l Hyde ra bad ,  where two workers vo lunteere d  
a rrest afte r a d d ress ing t h e  p roteste r.s .  As t h e  s tude nts a n d  
the  su p po rt e rs o f  d e m ocracy t r ied  to take out  a ral ly, 
po l ice b locked t h e i r  way at  the m a i n  gate  of hosp ita l ,  
wh ich res u l ted i n  c lashes  between p o l ice a nd p rotesters .  
The po l ice a rrested the  DSF  S i n d h  Vice Cha i rm a n  A l i  
Hassa n Chand io  ( la te r  sentenced to o n e  yea r 
i m pr iso n m e nt ) ,  i n  reta l ia t ion  p rotesters p e lted  sto nes, 
which i nj u red  a co nsta b l e  of Pa k ist a n  Ra ngers .  P rotesters 
set  o n  fi re a co m m e rcia l b a n k .  To d ispe rse the  p rotesters 
po l ice fi red tea r gas she l l s  some of wh ich fe l l  i ns ide  t h e  
hosp i ta l  wards ca us ing b reath lessness a n d  
u n consc iousn ess of  m a n y  pat ie n ts: T h e  hosp i ta l  d octors 
a n d  a d m i n ist rat ion  stro ng ly  p rotested a t  the  behav ior  of  
the  po l i ce fo r enter ing the  wards and o p e rat ion  thea t res  
to a rrest the  p rotesters .  D u ri n g  the  sea rch i n  the  hosp i ta l ,  
po l i ce a rrested n i n e  m o re perso ns .  

Ove r one  h u n d red  tho usa nd p roteste rs b ro ug h t  out  a ra l ly 
i n  K h a i r p u r  a nd a dozen  M R D  suppo rt e rs courted a r rest .  
After the  a rrests, p rotesters d a m aged gove r n m e n t  
p ro perty a nd s e t  on  f ire two ba nks, a L a w  Co l lege, S i n d h  
S m a l l I n d ustr ies Corporat ion Office, t h e  City Cou rt, Exc ise 
Office, Post Office and M u n ic i p a l  Office . At the m u n ic i p a l  
office ,  p roteste rs a lso s e t  o n  f i re over  a dozen  offic i a l  
m ot o r  cycl es .  Afte rwa rd, p rotesters attacked t h e  Kha i rpu r  
Cent ra l  J a i l , where  po l ice reta l i a te d .  O n  t h e i r  re tu rn,  the  
p rotest e rs c l ashed  w i th  po l ice at  Ran ipu r  where ,  beca use 
of tea r  gas s h e l l i n g  a n d  f ir i ng, ten p rotes ters were i nj u red  
a n d  sh i fted to hosp i ta l i n  ser ious  cond i t ion .  H e re 
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proteste rs set o n  fi re two co m me rc i a l  banks  a nd two 
ve h ic les .  

At  the Sess ion  Co u rt Hyd era bad ,  fo u r  stud e n t  act iv ists a n d  
a v i l l ager · vo l u n teered  a rrest,  po l i ce reso rted to  baton  
c h a rge to d i spe rse t h e  p rotest e rs a n d a r rested two m o re 
workers .  I n  H a l a ,  a ra l ly was brought  out  a n d a s  it reached. 
t h e  s h ri n e  of Ma khdoom Noo h., po l ice a rrested five 
pe rso ns, i nc l u d i ng two stude nt a ct ivists a n d t h ree M R D  
wo rkers .  I n  a nothe r ra l l y  fro m H igh  Schoo l  Ha l a ,  s tudents  
a nd c i t i zens  m a rched in  t h e  c i ty  a nd fo u r  m o re p e rsons  
i n c l ud i ng two students  a nd two MRD wo rke rs . were  
a rrested . I n  M o ro, u n d e r  t h e  str ict  a rrangeme nts  of  
secu r ity by po l ice, t h ree persons  courted a rrest .  I n  M a t l i , 
a bo ut five thousa nd  peop le  i n c l u d i ng s tude nts, b roug h t  
out  a ra l ly  wh i c h  w a s  b a t o n  c h a rged by t h e  p o l i c e .  F ive 
wo rkers vo lun teered  a rrest .  

D i ffe rent  fo re i gn  media j o u r n a l ists v is i ted Dadu a n d  
i n q u i red about  · t h e  o ngo ing  move m e n t  from loca l  
j o u r n a l i sts a n d other  conce rned c i t i zens .  The � urna l i s ts' 
de legat ion  co m p rised of  the  correspondents  of. J a p a nese 
N e ws Age ncy, F rench News Agen cy, Rad io  P�k ing  a nd 
Rad io  To kyo . 

Bes ides  a rrests, ag i tat io ns,  r a l l i e s  a nd k i l l i ngs, t h e  
res igna t ions  from the  e lected M u n ic i p,a l posts co n t i n u e d .  

\ t n  a sing le  d a y  over 50 e lected counc i lo rs q u it  t h e i r  off ices .  
M a ny e lected M u n i c i pa l  Co u n c i l o rs i n c l u d i ng t hosefro m 
d is t r i ct Tha rpa rkar ,  dec ided to  res ign from t h e i r  posts i n  
so l ida r i ty with  ongo ing  move m ent .  O n  the  o the r  h a n d  
sentences t h rough  M i l i t a ry Co u rts  cont i n u ed a n d i n  
S a n gh a r, Thatta ,  D a d u ,  court s  a n n o u nced r igo ro us  
i m p ri so n m e n ts, l a shes a nd fi nes  to f ifteen a rrested 
workers.  

In Quetta,  the po l ice baton c h a rged M R D ra l ly and a rrested 
two M R D  l eaders a n d  a s tudent ,  when t hey t ried to take  
o u t  a ra l ly .  The M u lt a n  po l ice so  fa r ha d  a rrested twe lvP 
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M R D  a ct ivists a r,d had deta ined  them for two months .  Two 
t rade u n ion workers in Peshawar  a n d  one worker i n  
Rawa l p i n d i  we re· a rrested .  I n  Lahore one  l eader  
vo lu nteere d  a rrest, w h i le po l ice a rrested t h ree m o re 
workers .  

M e anw h i le; the deta ined  Red S h i rt l eader  Bacha K h a n  
reviewed h is p reyious sta nce a n d  a p p�a led  t o  h i s  fo l lowers 

. that  they shou ld  p lay the i r  p a rt i n  t he  ongoing movement .  
I n  Hyd e ra bad ,  the  Pa k is tan  workers'  Federat ion and  S i n d h  
Ha ri ( peasants )  Com m ittee a n nou nced s u p port fo� t h e  
move m e nt .  

The Ka rach i  Cha i rman  of Zia Himf!yat Tahreek, Anwar  
Khan ,  i n  a sta·tement  ca l led M RD an  a nt i- peo p le  g ro u p, 
which ,  a ccord ing to h im,  does not want  to see the  country 
p rogress ing but  the  m asses w i l l  fo i l  the in tent ions  of that  
g ro up; meanwhi le Hyderabad  l awyers a p pea led  Shah  
Ahme d  Noora n i ,  a B a re lv i  · po l i t ico-re l ig ious  l eader  to 
pa rt i c ipate  i n  th� c urre n t  M �D movement .  

Sufi H a zoor Ba khsh,  the  Genera l  Secre ta ry of S i ndh  H a ri 
Co mmi ttee,  i n  a statement  sa id  t h a t  h i s  o rgan isat ion was 
fu l ly p a rt i c i pat ing in  the  MRD moveme�t .  He  condem ned 
the  tortu re of the  workers who i ntended peacefu l  court 
a rrests.  

S i nd h i  da i ly /brat, Hyderabad  wrote an ed itor ia l under  t h e  
capt ion 'sens i b i l ity, i nstea d  o f  force needed'  rega rd i ng t h e  
ongoing movement .  Newsp a pe r wrote, . 'd u ri ng a week  of 
the moveme nt, a l a rge n u m be r  of the workers of  t h e . 
component  p a rt ies  of M R D  ha d  vo l u n teered t h e i r  a rrests, 
a l l  over the co unt ry espec ia l ly in S i n d h .  R� l l i es  a re b.e i ng 
brought out  a nd  p rotest d emonstrat ions a re be ing 

· -orga n i zed .  At f�w p laces  p rotests ha d  turned v io lent, ·  · 

which no peacefu l  c i t i zen  ca n  a p p rec ia te .  The M RD l eaders 
. t he mse lves · a re trying the i r  best to keep movement  
peacefu l! wh ich  co u la be seen  .i n  H a l a ,  where on �ne s i ng le  
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day over fifty thousand  a n d  next  d a y  a bout  th i rty thousand  
peop le  gathere d  for peacefu l  ra l l ies .  

part ies, not  i n  the M RO-fo l d  a re a lso ra i s ing sa m e  
d e m a n d s .  On  t h e  other  h a n d ,  t he  const i tu t io n a l  fra m e work 
presented by Genera l  Z ia  on  12th  August ,  and h i s  
a n n o u n ce me nt  o� ho ld i ng  e lections  w i th in  18  mo nths ,  
were rejected by not o n ly M RO but  a lso by those p a rt ies  
wh ich  a re not  a part of  It. 

' , . 
S u c h  movem.ents  ca n flo u rish i n  t he  long a bsence of  
d e mocracy a n d  Pa kist a n  had  expe rie nced it  d u ring  the  
past .  

Quest ion is t h a t  w h a t  is  · th e  right way to avoid  such  
s i tuat ion?  We t h i n k  t h a t  every sens ib le  person w i l l  s uggest 
t h a t  the  govern m e n t  shou ld  i m m ed iate ly  gain t h e  
confidence of  a l l  po l it ica l  p a rt ies  a nd shou ld  .a nnou nce 
s uch measure s  wh ich cou ld  h e l p  to norma l ize  t h e  
s i tuat ion .  

H e re ,  we w a n t · to · d ra w  the at tent ion  o f  the  concerned 
a ut horit ies to the  com pl a i n t  of  p o l ice torture . o n  the 
a rrested M RD workers. Th i-s k i nd··of s i tuat ion  can be ·more 

_ h a rmfu l  a s  they
.
a re not  trim ina l s' 

S a m e  d a y, a nother  S i n d h i  d a i ly  Mehran, Hydera b a d ,  wrote 
an e.d itori� I un.der ca ptfoo, 'Civi l  d isobed ie nce a n d  i:>eoples'  

' d isobed ience ' .  The n ewspa per  w rites, 'when t he peop le  
lose the i r  s l eep  i n  the i r  ho mes, t h ey come out  o n  the  
roa d s .  When  t h e · po l i ce  lose i t s  ca l m  i n

. 
t he ir po l ice 

stat ions/ they too come o u t  o n  the roads  . . When  both  
part ies  in  the s ta te  of  stress · come o u t  o n  same roa d s · of  
sa m e  cit ies,  they lose  the i r  se ns ib i l i ty  a n d th reaten  a n d  . . 
confront  each  .o ther. O n e  ra ises s loga ns  of cu rse a n d  
down-fa l l ,  o t h e r  p u nches  a nd baton charges .  ·Fo rmore 
in tera ct ion,  one  party t h rows stones a nd, second one  fi res 
tear gas  she lls .  
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When both t hese pa rt ies of 'peop le  a n d po l ice' refuse t o  
recogn i ze e a c h  other, one  beg ins  ag i tat ion  a nd destruct i o n  
a n d  seco nd starts shoot i ng . ·  A t  t h is stage, both p a rt i e s  
b e g i n  recognize e a c h  othe r, s o  peop le  vo l unteer  a rrests 
and the  po l ice a rrest . After  the a rrest, the  peop le  ach ieve 
ca l m ness but  the po l ice beco me m o re ag i tated .  They m a r k  
the peop le ,  who s t i l l  d o  not  fu l ly recog(lize the po l ice, a n d  
s o  they start tort u re t h e m  i n  t h e  p ri sons .  They t ry t o  
overco me the i r  defea t  b y  thousands  o n  roads by 
beat ingthe  few who a re i n  t he i r  custody.  

Pol ice with  the i r wi l l  and o p portun ity, cont inue  t h e  
d isa p pe a ra nce of  the a r rested, sh i ft i ng  to u n known p l aces, 
h it t i ng  with  kicks, pu nches a nd st icks, beating a ft e r  
reviv ing the fa i n ted, a b us ing  mothers a nd s iste rs, b u rn i ng 
t h ro ug h  l i t  c iga rettes, p u l l i ng  h a i r, p u l l i ng na i ls, n a k e d  o n  
ice,  t h rowing hot  'y\later, e lectr ic  shocks; but  the p e o p l e  
st i l l  refuse to recogn ize  them a nd  say that  they  a re t h e  
rea l  powe r, not  t h e  po l i ce .  

I f  t h e  p o l ice had  not  been the sa la r ied e m p loyeesof t h e  
pu b l i c, w e  wo u ld  n o t  have be l ieved t h i s  c la i m  of  t h e  
peop le .  At t h i s  t i m e  when t h e  peop le  a re i nvo lved i n  'Civi l  
D isobed ie nce' ,  the  po l ice . a re cond uct ing 'Peop les' 
D isobed ie nce' . The h i story of  peop les' refusa l to bow i s  
very long a n d i t s  resu l ts a re a p a rt of  h istory.  

I f  one wi l l  be a bused then  he/she wi l l  respond i n  a s i m i l a r 
m a n ner .  The peop le never put  t h e i r  c re d i b i l ity a nd status  
on  sta ke fo r v io lence .  I n  the peacefu l days  they consu l t  
c o u rts fo r verd icts a nd i n  the days of  a n a rchy, they t ake 
dec is ions  o n  roads by themselves .  

For  the  norma l i zat ion  of the  s i tuat ion,  the  one-s ided acts 
of  v io lence shou ld  be stopped.  The po l ice should be a sked 
to re fra in  fro m a b us ing  the people i n  meet ings and ra l l ies, 
so the acts o f  a rson by the  second  pa rty cou ld be .stopped ' .  

Acco rd i ng to B B C  Rad io ,  over  fi fty thousand peop le  
p a rt i c ipated in  a ra l ly  b rought  out from Ra n i p u r  to  
K h a i r p u r  a n d  it was the b iggest so fa r .  Accord ing to the  
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ra d io ,  B ri t i sh newspa p e rs G u a rd i an ,  Ti mes a n d  o t h e rs had 
com mented i n  deta i l  on the ongoi ng c iv i l  d isobed ience 
move me n t  i n  S i n d h .  

Day ten,,, 23'd August :  a co m p lete str ike t h ro u g h o u t  S i ndh  
was  observed i n  protest aga i nst  the  k i l l i ng  o f  fo u r  
p rotesters. i n  R a n i p u r, a day before, where a comp l ete 
str ike was observed on the fo u rth cont i nuous  day a nd 
po l i ce a rrested 300 parti ci pa nts of  the  ra l ly .  I n  K a n d h kot, 
p rote�ters c l a shed  with the po l i ceresu l t ing  in the death  of 
t h re e  protesters . The a ng ry mob set on f ire the  
gove rnment  p rope rt ies  i ncl u d i ng t h e  po l ice sta t ion ,  fi re 
b riga de  stat ion ,  ra i lway stat ion  a n d banks .  In Qa m b a r, t h e  
po l ice reso rted to b a t o n  c h a rge to  d isperse a ra l ly of  ove r 
twenty thousa n d  peop le .  The a ngry mob  b u rn t  d own the  
te lephone excha nge,  pos t  office, a n d  fo u r  b ra n ches of  
b a n ks, Ta luka  a d.m i n istra t ion  office a n d  o ff ice rs' c l u b .  The  

1 m o b  t h e n  a tt a cked t h e  loca l  p r i son  lM: set  free 47  
p riso n e rs and  s·na tched  a rm s  a nd a m m u n it i o n  fro m 
government  stock .  After  a fu l l  day  str ike i n  La rkana ,  five 
workers courted a rrest .  H e re doctors went  on t o k e n  str ike 
in  so l ida rity w i th  the  movement  a nd its ma rtyrs .  In  nea rby 
v i l lage of Ratodero, pa rt ic ipants  of  ra l ly a t tacked a nd 
da maged the te lephone  excha nge a nd co m m e rc i a l  ba n ks .  
I n  Garh i  K h a i ru, the  te lephone excha nge was c o m p lete ly  
d estroyed by the p rotesters .  In  Cha kiwa ra Ka ra c h i, two 
workers courted a rrest;  the pol ice baton c h a rged t h e  
p roteste rs,  i nj u red fi ve a nd a rrested 1 5  p rotesters. Few 
wo rkers of  Awa m i  Ta h reek were a rrested i n  the po l ice ra id  
i n  t h e  o u tsk i rts of  Ka ra c h i .  In  H yd e ra bad,  p rotesters and 
stud e n ts confronted the po l icefor two h o u rs who baton 
c h a rged and f ired tear  gas .  The  po l ice a rrested s i x  wo rkers 
who b re a c h i ng the  ba rr icades had  reaohed t h e  p rotest 
spot .  Afte r t h e i r  a rrests, the  p roteste rs s p rea d  i n  a l l  
d i rect ions  a n d  wi th  t h e  support o f  nea rby 
No o rM o h a m med H i gh  Schoo l  st udents p i tted sto nes  on t h e  
po l ice d u r i ng st reet  h i d e  a n d seek w i t h  t h e m .  The po l ice 
a rrested th ree m o re p ro testers i nc l ud i ng  two h i g h  schoo l  
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students .  The d ist rict a d m i n istra t ion  c losed down  a l l  
school  fo r t wo days .  Th e whole  city o f  Hydera bad,  shu t  
down o n  the · r umor  a bo u t  a v i o l en t  ra l ly . m arch ing  t o  c ity 
from nea rby J.a mshoro .  In nea rby town · of  Kotri, the  
protesters took out  a ra l ly ·a nd  pe l ted  s tones  o n  the  
gove r n m e nt offices a nd  few shops; a sweet m a rt owner  
th rew t he  bo i l i ng o i l  on  protesters a nd i nj u red  s ix  wo rkers; 
i n  Ha l a ,  l ead ing  a ra l ly of over th i rty thousand  peop le ,  five 
workers courted a rrest .  I n  Tando J a m ,  H igh  School  
students took  out  a .  ra l ly; l a ter  they were jo i ned by 
Agr icu l tura l U n iversity students .  As t hey at tem pted to 
block the Hydera bad -M i rpurkhas  h ighway, po l ice f ired tear  
gas a nd i nju red  two students .  I n  M a t l i ,  the  part i c ipants  of  
ra.l ly set  o n  f i re  the  post office, b u rn t  down the  b a n k  
record a n d  snatched a r if le fro m b a n k  gua rd,  a fter  t h e  
po l ice h a d  fired t e a r  g a s  she l ls to  d i sperse t h e m .  The  
protesters in jured five p o l ice offic ia l s  i nc l ud ing  .. a S u b
Inspector .  Afte rwa rd the  p rotesters d amaged the  ra i lway  
t rack  ne a r  N aza rpur  v i l l age .  The po l ice a rrested t h ree  
p rotesters . I n  Ba d i n, peop le . brought  o u t  ra l l ies i n  d iffe re n t  

. pa rts, scores of  them were a rrested . F o r  t h e  who le  d a y  the  
· mil itary patro l led m a n y  a reas  o f  t he  d istr ict .  I n  Sukkur, 

loca l l eaders led a ra l ly o f  thousa n d s  a nt i -government  
P.rotesters.  Here po l ice a rrested fou r  l oca l  l eaders, w h ic h  
�ntago n ized t h e  pea

.
p ie ,  w h o  set o n  f ire t h e  d iv is iona l  

bra nch o f  a com merc ia l  b a n k .  Fc;wr e lected M u n ic ipa l . 
re p resentatives a l so resigned . I n  Hydera ba d, t e n  e lected 
M un ic ipa l ·co u nc i lors res igned from the i r  posts . In  D a d u, 
t h ree counc i lors resigned a n d  a few l o.ca l cadres o f  t he  Z ia  
H i m ayat  Tahreek  resigned and jo ined the MRD m ove ment .  
I n  Sa kran d, Sh ikarpur, Ka nd i a ro,  Jacobabad,  Dadu ,  M e h arh,  
Sehwa n ,  B h a n  Saeedabad ,  Boobak, J h anghara ,  M a h ra b pu r, 
!<ha nwa h�n  a nd Kotri  Kab i r  towns a com plete str ike was 
o bserved .  On Nat iona l  H ighway, the road was b locked 
between  M o ro , a n d  S h a h p u r  J a h a n iya n .  In  Radhan,  po l ice 
a rrested two persons i nc l ud i ng an e l ected co unci lor .  I n  
Nawabsh a h, po l ice a rrested M R D  S indh  conve n e r  Qa z i  
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M o h a m med B a k h s h  D a m ra h .  I n  S h a h d a d p u r, two a rrested 
DSF workers were p roduced before the M i l it 3 ry Court a n d  
were s e n t  to J a i l .  I n  every t o w n  a nd v i i l age ra i l ies  were 
b rough t  o u t  by the  common  c i t ize ns  a n C:t.�t udents .  At m a n y  
p l ace s  c a n d i dates withd rew the i r  n o m i n a t ip n , papers from 
the com ing  M u n i c i pa l  e l ect io ns .  I n  Ta l h a r, � wo m e n's ra l ly 
was brought  out ,  w h ich  d ema nd ed  t h e  re lease o f  Benaz i r  
B h utto a 11d t h e  l ift ing  of  M a rt i a l  L a w .  

A co m p lete s t r i ke wa s  o bserved i n  D a rya Khan  M a r i, where 
loca l  res idents p rotested aga inst the  a t roc i t ies  by po l i ce 
a nd demanded  t h e  restorat ion  o f  the  c iv i l i an  ru le .  After  
m a rc h i ng t h ro ugh the  town ,  t h ey offe red p rayers i n  
a bsent ia  for  t h e  m a rtyrs .  

In  La hore, D e ra G h a zi K h a n  a nd other p a rt s  of P u nj a b  score 
of workers courted a rrest .  

In  Hydera bad ,  the S u m m a ry M il i t a ry Co urt no .  20  
sentencedtwo loca l  l eaders fo r o n e  year  i mpr iso n m e nt and  
two h u n d red  t housa n d  rupees  fi ne  and  o n e  year  
i m priso n m e n t· t o  o ther  t e n  workers .  I n  Dadu ,  m i l i t a ry 
court ,  gave sentence of  i m prison me n t  a n d  l a shes  to  26  
workers .  They were  accused of  t a k i ng o u t  a ra l l y  o n  20 th  
August i n  Kha i rpur  N a t h a n  Sha h ;  i n  B a d i n ,  t h e  M i l i t a ry 
Court  sentenceda  student  act iv ist  t o  o n e  year 
i m prison m e n t  a n d  t e n  l ashes  a n d one  year  i m prisonment  
to a po l it ic a l  worker .  After the a rrest of  Fa z i l  R a h u, t h e  
P r.es ident  of  t h e  Awa m i  Tahreek,  M RD a ppo inted  act ing 
pa rty P re side n t  H ussa i n  B a k h s h  N a rejo a s  i ts  act ing 
Secret a ry G e n e r a l  for  Si n d h .  

Day Eleven,,, 24th August: o n  fourth  consecut ive day, 
R a n i pur, observed a com plete  str ike to  p rotest  aga i nst  t h e  
k i l l i ng of  workers a nd d i sa p pearance o f  m a n y  others.  I n  
Ta l h a r  a nd M a t l i , w o m e n  t o o k  ou t  ra l l i es  a nd t h rew 
b a ng les o n  the m a le spectators fo r not  j o i n i ng t he raMy.  I n  
M at l i , t he  ra l l y  was o rga n ized b y  t h e  S heed i  women ,  l a ter  
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the i r  ho uses were . ra ided by the  pol ic;e,  l ate i n  the  n ig h t .  I n  
Ta l h a r, ra l l y  of  ove r t h ree h u n d red wom e n  m a rched 
t h rough the town and ra ised pro-d emocracy and  a nt i 
M a rt ia l  Law s logans .  E n th us iast ic  womer. stoned the  loca l 
m u n ic ipa l  office a n d  da maged the  motor  ca r  of the local  
mu n ic ipa l  ch i ef. The d istr ic t  Bad i n a d m i n i s t rat ion  c losed 
down a l l  educat i o n a l  i n st it utes in M at l i  Ta l u ka fo r a n  
i ndefi n i te  per iod .  I n  Hydera bad,  the  genera l  pub l i c  
a ttem pted to  pass  t h rough po l ice ba rr icades  to  reach  the 
SessionCourt B u i l d ing  to offe r fu nera l p raye rs i n  absent ia  
for  the movement's  m a rtyrs o n  the  ca l l  of  the  Bar  
Assoc ia t i o n .  The  po l ice a rrested e leven wo rkers .  Later, two 
other  worke rs courted a rrest i n  a b usy ma rket a rea .  I n  
Ha l a ,  s tude nts a nd genera l  p u b l i c  brought  out a ral ly a n d  
m a rched t h ro ugh t h e  town a nd  ad d ressed t h e  gather[ng;  
a fterwards f ive workers court  a rrested .  Afte r  the a rres.ts ,  
the p rotest e rs sat  o n  t h e  Nat iona l  H ighway a ri d  b locked 
the busy road for an h o u r. In La�ka na ,  la wyers took out  a 

. ra l ly i n  s u p port  o f  M R D,  wh ich. a fter  pass ing  t h rough  
d i ffe rent roads  of  the  c i ty c u l m ina ted a t  t h e  D istr ict B a r  
Assoc ia t ion  b u iJ d i ng .  I n  Sukkur, t h e  l awyers took o ut a 
peacefu l p rotest ra l l y; ca rrying p laca rds th17y  cha n ted p ro
democra cy a n d  a n t i- M a rt ia l  Law s loga ns wh i l e  m a rc h i ng 
t h rough t h e  streets .  I n  v i l l age Kara m pu r, over five 
t ho usa nd  peop le  took out  a ra l ly  a n d on  rea c h i ng 
Ka n d h kot, i t  attacked a nd da maged the  b u i l d i ngs of C iv i l  
J udge Co urt, t h ree co m m e rc i a l  ba n ks b ra nches, Nat ion a l  
Savi ng Ce nter, Ag r ic u ltura l  Workshop a nd ·Ra i lway Sto rage .  
The p rotesters !:iet  on  fi re t he  M u n ic i pa l F i re B"rigade and  
attempted to b re a k  i n to  the  loca l  j a i l .  I n  the  po l ice f ir inog 
one p rotester  died on  the spot a nd fifty .othe rs were 
a rreste d .  I n  Kand  ia ro, seven workers · courted a rrest. 
Meharh  po l i ce a rrested two, K h a i r:p u r  N a tha n Shah po l ice 
a rrested two a n d  Sang h a r  po l ice a rrested one worker .i n  
p re -dawn ra ids . I n  Ta ndo  Bago, N i n d o  a n d  Kadhan ,  a 
comp lete str ike was o bserved .  I n  La rka na ,  s ix  worke rs.:. 
we re a rrested . Fo r  the  fi rst t ime; Bad in  Po l ice refused to;_ 
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a rrest t h ree wo rkers, who vo lun ta r i ly offe red to be 
a rrested .  Acco.rd i ng to  few acco u n ts, tens ion  between the  
Pa k ista n Army and  B a d i n  Po i ice e ru pted,  when  a n  a rmy 
so ld ie r  s l a p ped a po l ice co nsta b le,  who fa i led to c lear  the  
roa d  from the  p rotesters fo r the  m i l it a ry convoy.  

S h a h d a d  Kot  observed a c o m p lete str i ke a nd the angry 
m o b  d a maged t h e  government  property. H e re s ix  pro
d e mocracy workers were a rreste d .  I n  Qa m b a r, people 
a tt acke_d the  Sub J a i l  a n d 46 out  of  49 pr i soners esca ped;  
the  rest refused to esca pe .  The p roteste rs a lso snatched 
s i x  r i fl es a nd 500 l ive b u l lets from the  po l i ce .  H e re 
te l e p h o n e  excha nge a n d  two b ra nches  of co m merc ia l  
b a n ks were a lso set o n  fi re . The p roteste rs set  on  f i re  two 
o i l  depots a t  the Sa ng i  Ra i lway Stati o n ,  12 k i l o m ete rs fro m 
Sukkur .  They ha d  ta k e n  o ut a b i g  ra l ly a n d a s  the  po l i ce  
t ried to d i s p e rse them,  t he  rowdy mob beca m e  v io lent .  I n  
Th att a ,  K a ra c h i  and Sha hd a d kot, 15  M R D workers court 
a rrested .  The n u m be r  of e lected M u n ic ipa l counc i lo rs 
resig n i ng from t h e i r  posts beca m e  u n p recedented .  I n- a 
s ing le  day,' ove ra l l  80 m e m b e rs res ig ned fro m the  offi ces i n  
d i ffe re n t  p a rts  o f  S i n d h .  

I n  S h a h purc h a k a r, after offe r ing  the  p rayer  i n  a bsent ia  fo r 
m a rtyrs, t h e  loca l  M R D  leaders a d d ressed the  p rotesters.  
The po l ice reg i stered  a case o f  t reason  aga i nst  t h e  
speakers, who w e n t  i n to  h i d i ng to a v o i d  t h e  a rrest .  

The a ct i n g  Convener  of  M R D  S i n d h ,  wh i l e  t a l k i ng to 
j o u rn a l i sts i n  Hyderaba d i n fo rmed t h a t  t i l l  t h e n  t h e  n u m b e r  
of  M a rtyrs i n  S i n d h  h a d  reached 4 2  a nd out of  wh ich  1 9  
were k i l l ed i n  N a w a b s h a h  d istr ict ,  n i ne i n  Dadu ,  five i n  
Wa ra h ,  fou r  i n  K h a i r pu r  N a t h a n  S h a h  a n d  five i n  Qa m b a r  
a nd N a s i ra ba d .  S o  fa r e l eve n wo m e n  had  courted a rrest 
and i n  Dadu  a l o n e  over 2300 peop le,  i nc l ud i ng 785 
stud e n ts,  34  l a bore rs a nd 5 7 1  po l i ti ca l  workers had bee n 
a rrested . C o nvener, who  was o rga n i z i ng the  movement  
f ro m h id i ng, sa id  t h a t  so fa r 45,000 peop le  had  en ro l l ed  
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themse lves fo r vo l u nta ry a rrest a nd 899Sa mong them h a d  
courted a rrest .  

The m i l i t a ry cou rts cont in ued sentenc ing  the po l i t ica l 
worke rs.  A Su m m a ry M i l i tary Court,  esta b l i shed i n.s ide t h e  
K h a i rp u r  · J a i l ,  sente nced e ight  wo rkers fo r o n e  yea r  
i m priso n m e n t, 3 0  thousand rupees fi ne a n d 1 0  lashes  
each .  They were accused of ra is ing s loga ns  aga i nst  t h e  
M a rti a l  Law.  M i l it a ry court no .  1 1 , S h i k a rpu r, sentenced 
two workers fo r one  year im pr iso n me nt, 50 tho usa n d  
rupees fi ne  a nd 15  l ashes e a c h .  M i l i t a ry court Larka na 
sentenced two workers fo r one  year  impri so n me nt,  3 0  
thousand  rupees fi ne a nd 10  l a shes each  fo r ra i s ing  
s l oga ns  and ca rry i ng a nt i -government  p l acards .  

!he emerge ncy meet ing of Hyderabad U n ion  of J o urna l i s ts ,  
c h a i red by Abdul  G h a n i  Oa rs, supported the movement  fo r 
the resto ra t i?n  of democracy a nd  dema nded tha t  t h e  da i ly  
newspa pers shou ld not  be sto pped f rom pub l i sh ing  the  
repo rts of the  democrat ic  moveme nt .  Meet ing  conde mned  
the po l i ce fi r ing  o n  demonstrat ions .  

On  the  other  ha nd,  Genera l Z ia ,  a fter  a day's v is i t  of  
Ka rach i ,  to ld  journa l i sts tha t  the cu rre n t  s i tuat ion  w i l l  no t  
a ffect the  e lecto ra l 'l rocess, wh ich  w i l l  be cond ucted on  
schedu le  a n d the  rowdy e leme nts i n  the  province w i l l  be  
e l i m inated . 

Due to the  worse n i ng law a nd  o rd e r  s i tuat ion, the  S i n d h  
government  dec ided t o  d eploy a rmy i n  every major c ity o f  
the  provi nce .  

The ra i lway a u thori t ies suspe nded t ra i n  services o n  
La rka na ,  Jacobabad ,  Qa mbar  a n d  S h a h d a d kot  tracks fo r a n  
i ndef in ite per iod,  as  t h e  protesters set o n  f ire t h e  Qa m b a r  
a nd S h a h d a d kot  ra i lway stat ions .  

Accord ing  to A l l  I nd i a  Rad io ,  the  US gove rn m e n t  expressed 
its concern  o n  the vio lent  i n c ide nts in P a k is tan  a nd asked 
fo r the  peacefu l  so lut ion  of the po l i t i ca l issues .  
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Me a nwh i le ,  a cco rd ing  to M a u la na Abdu l  Sat tar  N ia z i ,  
G e n e ra l  Secreta ry J U P, h i s  pa rty rejected the  p ro posa l  o f  
j o i n i n g  t h e  M RD .  

Day Twelve . . . 251h August, A g ro u p  o f  p roteste rs bu rnt 
down t he  o i l  depot and  da maged ra i lway stat ion,  
m u n i c i p a l  o ffice and a co m m e rc ia l b a n k  i n  Sang i  n e a r  
S u k k u r. The  f ire br igade veh ic les  were c a l l ed from Sukkur  
to contro l  t he  f ire.  

I n  Hyd erabad, p roteste rs set  on  fi re a gove r n m e n t  bus .  
Po l i ce  a rrested a few peop le on  susp i c io n .  The a uthor i t ies  
i m posed secti o n  144 fo r two months  in  Hyd e ra bad,  u n d e r  
w h i c h  p a rt i c ipat ion  i n  r iots o r  m ove ment, d isp l ay of  
po l it i ca l b a n ne rs, p hotos or  f lags,  ca rry ing a rms,  
a m m u n it ion ,  a xes,  k n ives o r  soda-water  bott les  with the  
i n tent ion  of  r iots  were b a n n e d .  

Day Thirteen .. . . 261h Augus t, Pa k ista n H ig h  Co m m iss ion i n  
London, lodged p rotest w i t h  B B C  for b roadcast ing  fa lse 
a n d  m i s l e a d i n g  n ews reports  a bout Pa k ista n .  Accord ing  to  
the  :J rotest note, a day  ea r l ie r, B BC re ported tha t  over  one  
h u n d re d  thousa n d  p roteste rs brought  out  a ra l ly i n  
K h a i r p u r, w h i l e  i n  fa ct t he  town h a d  a popu l a t ion  o f  o n ly 
t h i rty tho usa nds .  

The I nd i a n  P ri m e  M i n i s ter  M rs .  I nd i ra G a n d h i  i ssued a 
sta t e m e n t  express ing h e r  concern on  the  gr im s ituat ion  i n  
Pa k ista n .  

O n  2 61h A u gust, t h e  ed i tori a l  o f  S i n d h i  d a i ly A/tab 
d e m a nd e d  a j ud i c i a l  e n q u i ry u n d e r  a H ig h  Court J u dge, fo r 
t he  N a us h e h ro Fe roz i nc ident, wh i ch  resu lted i n  the  k i l l i ng 
of 14  p rotesters .  

A l l  I n d ia Rad io, q uot ing  Reuter  news age ncy, to ld  tha t  
d u ri n g  t he  b loody c l ashes  i n  l as t  t h ree days, 2 3  peop le  had  
been  k i l led,  bt.:t  the  oppos i t ion  sources put those  figu re to  
mo re then  60. 
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The S i nd h i  secess ion ist leader  G. M .  Syed in a p ress 
sta tement ,  a ppea led to the wor ld  com m u n ity to  make 
effo rts fo r sto pp ing  the  k i l i i ng o f  i n nocent  S i n d h i  
popu lat io n .  H e  fu rther  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l e r  p rov inces o f  
the count ry h a d  r ise n aga inst  the  d o m i n a ncy of the Pu nja b. 

The a rrested leaders a nd worke rs of  M R D, in a statement 
issued fro m the Kha i rpur  J a i l ,  wh i l e  con d e m n ing  t h e  po l ice 
a nd m i l it a ry a t rocit ies in S i n d h ,  asked the U N  Secreta ry 
Genera l to fu l fi l l  its respons ib i l it i es  rega rd ing  t h e  v io la t ion  
of  human r ights  i n  Pak ista n .  

Day Twe lve, , ,  261h August:  i n  M i roKha nVi l lage ,  c l ashes  
between  po l ice a nd proteste rs eru pted when  po l ice t ried  
to d isperse the  ra l ly, fi rst by baton  c h a rge and  then f ir ing,  
resu l t i ng  in  the death of two p rotesters .  In  react ion  
someone a m o ng the protesters a lso f i red  upon the  po l i ce  
an d  k i l led a po l ice constab le  a nd i n ju re d  one  sub- inspector 
an d  a po l ice consta b le .  The proteste rs a lso bu rnt  down the  
po l ice sta t i o n  a nd the  su b-d ivis i o n a l  office. 

Two workers i n c lud ing a v isua l ly cha l l enged pe rso n 
courted a rrest i n  Hydera ba d .  T he po l ice a lso a rrested t h e  
h e l p e r  o f  t h e  vis ua l ly cha l l enged worker .  I n  H a l a ,  two 
wo rkers courted a rrest afte r l e a d i n g  a ra l ly .  In Ka rh iyo 
Gha nwar, twenty wo rke rs offe red to be  a , ·rested but the  
pol ice refused to a rrest them.  I n  M e h a rh ,  the  po l i ce  
ar rested two workers ear l ier, who  were schedu led  to  court 
a rrest.  La ter  M R D  workers took out  a ra l ly and  two more 
person courted a rrest .  I n  Sukkur, l a wyers ho isted a b l a c k  
f l a g  on  the court bu i l d i ng  a n d t o o k  ou t  a ra l ly .  I n  sa m e  c ity 
t h ree M RD worke rs court a rrested .  The school  stud e n ts 
took our a separate ra l ly i n  the  c i ty  a nd d a m aged two 
government  ve h ic l es .  Thousa nds  ra l l i ed  i n  La rka na a nd 
afterwa rd fo u r  of them co urt a rrested .  The po l ice used 
tea r gas to d i sperse the ra l l y .  In S h i ka rpur, two workers 
co u rt a rreste d .  I n  Sehwa n ,  i n  a ra l l y  of h u n d reds  of  
proteste rs, two mu n i c i pa l  counc i lo rs, who  had  res igned 
fro m the ir  posts, were a rrested a l o ng with four  M R D  
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wo rkers a t  the  Da rga h of La l  Sha h baz  Qa l a n d a r .  I n  
S h a h d a d p u r, fou r  workers p resented them se lves fo r 
a r rests .  The s tude nts of C h a n d ka lvi ed i ca l  Co l lege La rka n a ,  
' r id i ng  i n  t h ree co l lege b uses, defy ing  the  co l lege 
p r i nc i pa l ' s  orders took o ut a ra l ly .  F i rst  they reached P i lo t  
H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  a ft e r  boycott o f  c la sses, reached  a nother  
h ig h  schoo l ,  where they  c l ashed wi th  p o l i ce ,  who a fte r  
baton  c h a rge, a r rested 4 5  s tudents  a n d  b ro ught  t h e m  to a 
loca l  po l i ce s tat ion ,  where  everyo ne a m ong  t h e m  were 
beaten  with  the lea t h e r  be l t .  Next  day, t hey were 
p ro d u ced before the  loca l M a rt i a l  Law A d m i n is t ra tor  
B riga d i e r  Razaque and  were re lerised .  I n  N a wa bs h a h  a n d  
K h a i r p u r, t h e  ho uses o f  Sindh Hori Committee l eaders,  
i n c l ud ing  i ts Cent ra l  P res ident  G h u l a m  Rasool Sa h i to ,  were 
ra ided  but  as they were i n  h i d i ng so escaped a rrests . O n  
the  ca l l  of t h e  Co m m ittee,  a comp l ete st r i ke  w a s  observed 
in Dha rk i ,  M i rp u r  Ma the lo ,  K h a i r p u r, Tha r i  M i rwa h ,  
J a co b a bad ,  R a n i p ur ,  M a h ra bp u r  a nd o ther  pa rts of S i n d h .  
The  P reside n t  o f  a n other  peasa n ts' o rga n i sa t ion  Sindh Hori 
Tanzim a n n o u nced tha t  the  o rga n isa t ion  m e m bers were 
fu l ly p a rt i c ipa ti ng i n  the  M RD move m e n t  a nd so fa r 30  
workers a nd l eaders had  been  a rrested . 

S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry Cou rta n n o u n ced 
i m p ri sonmen ts l a shes a n d  f ine to  fo u r  
M i l i ta ry Co u rt i n  Jaco b a ba d  sente n ced 
i m p riso n m e n t, l ashes  a n d fi ne .  

sente nces o f  
MRD worke rs .  A 
n i ne workers to  

86 M u n ic!pa l cou nc i l o rs i n  d ifferent  pa rts of  S indh  resi gned  
fro m the i r  e lected offices .  

The offi c i a l l y  defu n ct Pa k ista n Na t iona l  P a rty ( P N P ) a n d  
Pashto o nkhawa M i l l i  Awa m i  Pa rty ( P KMAP )  dec ided  to 
form ' P a k is tan  Na t iona l  Dem ocra t i c  F ro n t' a nd to work  
w i th  MRD fo r the  rest o ra t ion  of  the  de mocra cy i n  t he  
cou n t ry .  M i r  Ghous  Ba khsh  B i ze njo of  P N P  a n d  M a h m ood 
Kha n Achakza i  of P KMAP e lected co-cha i rpersons  of t h e  
fro n t .  
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The five m a i n  leaders of M R D, G h u l am M u stafa J a to i ,  
M umt az  A l i  B h utto, M a khdoom Kha l ique-uz-Zam a n, 
Kh waja K h a ir -ud - D in a n d  M a i raj M o h a m med K h a n, who  
were e ither  deta ined  in  the i r  ho uses or  i n  pr isons, w e re 
s h ifted to a government  rest house i n  G h a ro, near  K a ra c h i .  

O n  t h i s  move, newspapers specu lated t h a t  there may  be 
cha nce of  negot iat ions  between M R D  and  the government .  
One of the  sh ifted leaders M a khdoom,  who be longed to a 
head-fa m i ly of a l a rge sp i r i tua l  co m m u n ity, sent a message 
fro m pr ison,  wh ich  was read out a t  a ra l l y  i n  H a l a .  The 
letter a ppea led to h is fo l l owers tha t  the i r  sacrifices w i l l  
not  be wa sted a nd  they s h o u l d  vo lu nteer t he i r  a rrests a n d  
f i l l  t he  pr iso ns where they (e lders )  were wait ing to 
welcome t h e m .  

Another  deta ined centra l  M R D leader, Nawabzada  
Nasuru l l a h  Khan ,  i n  an  issued statement,  t h rough h is  son ,  
from h i s  ho use dec l a red as  Sub-j a i l ,  sa id  that  the  po l it ica l  
fra mework,  g iven by the  government  was an a ttem pt to 
pro long the i r  ru le .  He expressed sat isfact ion over  the 
ongo ing  movement .  

The  sen ior  po l i t i c i an  of P u.Qja b  M ian  M u mtaz  D a u ltana  
warned  the  gove rnment  that  i f  t he  sma l l e r  provi nces were 
not  g iven the i r  d u e  s h a re, i t  cou ld  be harmfu l  for the 
country .  Ta l k i ng  to journa l i sts i n  Lahore, he sa id that the 
d i scri m i n a to ry att i tude with s m a l le r  provinces by the  b ig  
province had  created d a ngers for  the existence of  the 
country.  He sa id that S i n d h  p l ayed a major ro le i n  the 
creat ion  of P a k ista n a nd Punj a b  was t he l astone to join the 
new country .  

B BC Rad io b roadcast a state m e n t  b y  Begum Nusrat B hutto, 
in wh ich  she a p pea led to the· people of Pa kist an  a n d  a l l  
part ies  to  jo in  t h e  ongo ing M R D movement  a n d  sa id  that  
the sacr if ices by the  peo p le of  S i nd h  wi l l  bea r th� fru i t .  

Se lf-ex i led l eader  of PPP  a nd fo rmer Pun jab  Governor 
G h u l a m  M u stafa K h a r, i n  a state m e n t  hoped that 'other  
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prov inces w i l l  a lso jo in  t h e  up ri s i ng o f  S i n d h  aga i n st the  
j u nta ' . Th i s  state m e n t  i n d icates tha t  i n  S i n d h  the  
move m e n t  fo r the restorat ion of de mocracy was growing 
day  by day bu t  wa s yet to get  suffic i en t  m o m e n t u m  i n  
o ther  p rovinces .  S a m e  k i nd  of i m p ress ion one  cou ld  get 
from the statem e nt of the Federa l  Defe nse M i n i ste r  M i r  A l i  
Ahmed Ta l p u r, who sa id  that  ' the  i nc idents of v io lence in  
t h e  p rovince (S i n d h )  we re be ing co nd ucted by a po l i t ica l 
p a rty a n d  t h e  s i tuat ion  was under  com p lete contro l ' .  

The  in ternat iona l  med ia  ha d  q uoted d iffe re n t  fig u res of  
d ea th to f l  so fa r i n  S i n d h .  Accord i n g  to B B C  Ra dio,  i t  had  
touchea 30, wh i le  Voice of Ame r ica put  it  a t  1 8 .  Rad io  
Moscow a nd A l l  I n d ia R a d io, reported tha t  so  fa r 2 9  people 
had been k i l led  i n  S i n d h  d u r ing  the  o ngo ing M R D  
move m e n t .  

Day thirteen,,, 26th August: After  Fr iday prayer  two 
wo rkers courted a rrest i n  Ka rach i  a n d  on  t h a t  occas ion  
co nfro ntat ion  between  p roteste rs and t h e  po l ice was 
wi tnessed .  I n  Hyde ra bad,  t h ree workers p resented  
t h e m selves fo r a rrest, a s  c l a shes between the  po l i ce a n d  
p roteste rs erupted .  P rotesters t h rew sto nes  on  po l ice  a nd 
i n  response t h e  pol ice f ired tea r gas a n d a rrested fo u r  
p rotesters .  The po l ice a lso a rrested t h ree u n ive rs ity 
s tudents  in H yd e ra bad in co n nect ion with t hesett ing  on  
fire a gove rnment  bus  i n  the  c i ty; t h ey we re a rrested o n  
t h e  report b y  a n  i n te l l igence off ic i a l .  I n  M e h a rh ,  a r a l l y  of 
h u n d re ds  of M RD supporters was brought  out w h ich  
m a rched to t h e  loca l  po l i ce s ta t ion  to t h e  beats  of  d rums .  
S i n ce day  one  of t h e  M R D move m e n t  on  14th  August ,  
M e h a rh town, observed a shut  down from ten  to one  in  
the noon.  At the D a rg a h  of Ma khdoom Noah  i n  the Old 
H a l a ,  over o ne  h u nd red thousa nd peop le  offe red t h e  
fu n e ra l  prayer  i n  a bsen t ia fo r t h e  m a rtyrs of  the  
move m e n t  a nd a fte r  t h e  p ra ye r, s i x  workers were a rrested . 
Ka n d i a ro observed a comp lete str ike a n d  e l even .M RD 
s u pporters vo l u nteered a rrests a ft e r  lead i ng  a ra l l y  of ove r 
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twenty five thousand  peop le .  Here e ight  m u n ic ipa l  
counc i lo rs a l so resig ned f rom the i r  offices. Kha i rpu r  po l ice 
deta ined  a PPP leader and fo rmer  assemb ly member  at  h i s  
re s idence .  I n  Sukkur,as  the  po l ice were sh i ft i 'ig two 
a rrested workers to the po l ice stat ion, they were sto ned 
by the  p ub l i c, resu l t ing  i n  i nj u r ies to few pol ice offic ia l s .  I n  
reta l ia t ion  the  po l ice baton  cha rged a n d fi red tea r gas .  The 
ag i ta t i ng p rotesters da maged the coup le of  c o m m e rc ia l 
b a n k  branches .  I n  La rka na ,  t h ree workers were a r rested .  

S i n d h  G rad uate Associ a t ion  condemned t h e  k i l l i ng  of  
peop le  i n  S i ndh .An  ex i le  l eader  Ghu lam M ustafa K h a r, 
wh i l e  a d d ress ing a press confe re nce i n  London ,  c l a imed 
th a t  the  ex i led leaders w i l l soon retu rn home a n d  w i l l  court  
a rrest . I n  a statement,  the  sen ior  secess ion ist S i n d h i  leader  
G M Syed sa id tha t  't he events  of last  twelve days showed 
that  the peo p le  of s m a l l e r  provi nces of Pak ista n had r isen 
aga inst t h e  i nju st ice a n d the  m a i n  cha ra cterist ic  of t h e  
o ngo ing  movement  is the  vanguard role p layed b y  the  ru ra l  
peop le  o f  S ind h .  The S i n d h i s  had  awakened aga i nst  the  
a t roc i t ies  aga i nst them of  l a s t  so  m a ny yea rs' . He  a ppea led  
to  the consc ie nce of thewo rld peop le  tha t  they shou ld  take  
s teps  to s top  the m i l ita ry government  fro m t h e  k i l l ing of  
the  in nocent  peo p le  of  S i n d h .  F i rst t ime  a fter  the  l au nch  
of  the MRD movem ent, a d i rect F IR  was  reg i stered aga i nst  
the  loca l  po l ice i n  R a n i p u r, fo r the k i l l i ng  of  c iv i l ia n s  o n  
2 2 n d August .  App l ica nt  Am i r  Ba khsh Sha h a n i  p leaded i n  
the  court t h a t  on  t h a t  day  t h e y  were retu rn i ng  from a M R D  
r a l l y  w h e n  a po l i ce i n spector a nd o t h e r  po l ice off ic ia l s  
sto p ped the i r  bus a nd  tr ied to a rrest them;  as  the peop le  
res isted,  they opened f i r ing  a n d k i l l ed two perso ns  a n d  
wounded o t hers .  O n  the a p p l i cat ion ,  t h e  judge iss ued 
not ice to the  po l i ce .  

As many  ra i l way stat ions  were be ing  at tacked i n  S i n d h  
d u r i ng  the  move ment ,  s o  the  Pak is tan  Ra i l ways c losed 
down six ra i l way stat ions G a r h i  K h a i ru, G hotk i ,  S a i l ra ,  Ra i t i ,  
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S h a h d a d kot a n d  Qa m ba r  i n  t h e  S u k k u r  D iv is ion  fo r 
indef in ite per iod .  Some off i c i a l  sources h i n ted t h a t  m o re 
a rmy wou ld  be  d ep loyed i n  S i n d h  but  t h e  M i n is t ry of  
Defe nse d e n ied  such  re ports .  The B a loch ist a n  Sh i a  
Confe re nce opposed t h e  s t r i ke  ca l l  by t h e  p rovi nc ia l M R D .  
Few r ight -wing l eaders i n  Pa kista n asked t h e  gove r n m e n t  
t h a t  i t  shou ld  ta ke not ice of  sta t e m e n ts of I n d i a n  
l eaders h i p, espec ia l l y  b y  i t s  Fo re ign  M i n ister  N a rs im ha  
Rao ,  a s  these a m o u nted to i n terfe re nce i n  Pa kista n ' s  
i nte rna l  a ffa i rs .  O n  t h e  other  h a nd t h e  I nd i a n  Pri m e  
M i n ister  a lso expressed he r  concerns  ove r t h e  cu rre n t  
s i tuat ion  i n  P a k ista n a nd ca l l ed  these  a t roc i t ies a s  
i n h u m a n .  Ad d ress ing  t h e  Congress P a rl i a m e n ta ry Pa rty 
meet i ng, she  sa id  t ha t  she  ha d  received l et ters fro m many  
fri ends  o f  l a te  Zu l fi q a r  A l i  B h u tto express i ng  concern a bout  
t h e  h e a l t h  o f  h is deta i ned da ughter  B e n a z i r  B h ut to .  S h e  
fu rt h e r  sa id  t h a t  a l though he r  gove r n m e n t  had  no  
i ntent ionof  i n te rfe rence i n  the  in terna l a ffa i rs  of Pak ista n 
b u t  t h e  s i tuat ion  i n  Pa k i s tan  cou ld  a ffect he r  cou n t ry .  

Day Fourteen :  2 71h August :  Two wo rke rs each  i n  Karach i  
a nd D a d u  cou rted  a rrest .  I n  M e h a rh,  p rotesters c l ashed  
wi th  the  po l ice,  who  fi red 2 8  tea r  gas  she l l s  a n d  67 rounds  
of  b u l lets  i n  ae r i a l  fi r i ng . I n  c l ashes  one  S u b- I n spector, two 
consta b le s  a nd fou r  c i t i zens  were inj u re d .  H e re two 
wo rke rs were a rrested a n d  p rotesters d a m a ged 
gove r n m e n t  property.  In S u k k u r, c l a shes  e ru pted between 
proteste rs a nd the po l i ce, d u r i ng  which po l ice reso rted to 
tea r gas  a n d bato n c h a rged the p roteste rs who reta l i ated 
wi th  sto ne  t h rowing .  F ive wo rkers co u rt a rrested .  I n  
Sujawa ; ,  two workers were a rrested w h i l e  atte m pt i ng  to 
br i ng out  a ra l l y  w h i c h  was fo i led  by the po l i ce .  In Bad i n ,  
t h ree, i n  Ra d h a n  two a nd  i n  B h i t S h a h  seven workers, 
i n c l ud i ng  two journa l ists  were a rrested .  The p rotest e rs 
b locked t h e  m a i n  N a t i o n a l  H ig h wa y  fo r t h ree h o u rs i n  the  
presence of  fo re ign  j ou rna l i sts . I n  K h a i r p u r, two a n d in  
Hyderabad  t h ree workers court a rrested, a fter  the  po l i ce  
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baton c ha rged a n d  fi red tea r  gas she l l s  to d isperse the  
proteste rs . I n  La rka na t h ree, i n  Ha l a  t h ree, i n  Mat l i  t h ree ,  
i n  M a h ra b pu r  five, i n  M o ro t h ree, i n  Nawabshah s ix and  in  
Tha tta two wo rke rs co u rted a rrest .  

In  Shahdadpur, people ga thered at  the  loca l mosque to 
offe r the  praye r  in a bsent ia fo r  the martyrs, which wa s 
fo l lowed by a p u b l ic meet ing  add ressed by the loca l  
l eaders .  ( l n Pa k ist a n  i t  ha d  been a way to gather  people fo r 
po l it i ca l  act iv it ies i n  the  n a m e  of  re l ig ious ritua l s, used by 
righ t, left a n d  center ) .  Afterward, a sect ion of  p roteste rs 
brought o ut a ra l ly, wh ich t h rew stones on govern ment  
offices a nd commerci a l .  ba n ks .  The  p rotesters set  o n  fire 
the loca l office of  Zia H i mayat  Ta hreek,  in reta l iation,  
wo rkers ofZ ia  H imayat  Ta h reek  a ttacked the loca l  PPP 
office a n d set on f i re two motorcycles. Pol ice a rrested 39 
protesters a fter  baton cha rge .  In  Ra n i pur, fa m i ly membe rs 
o f  the  deceased i n  t h e  po l ice fi ring  o n  22"d August 
registered a m u rde r  case aga i nst the po l ice i n  the  court.  

The S i n d h  G r9 duates Assoc iat ion  co nvened a condo lence 
refe rence fo r the ma rtyrs of  the movement.  Students o f  
Ag r icu l ture U n ivers ity Ta ndo J a m ,  boycotted t h e i r  c lasses, 
took o ut a ra l l y  a nd offe red p rayer  i n  a bsentia for ma rtyrs. 

The I n spector Ge nera l  of S i n d h  Po l ice cance l led  the  leaves 
of  a l l  po l ice officia ls t h ro ughout  the  p rovince a n d  o rd e re d  
a l l  off ic i a l s  t o  resume d uty .  

J n  La hore, in  sp ite o f  heavy ra i n  over two thousand  
protesters gathered  to  see-off the  five workers who 
courted a rrest .  In  B a h awa lp u r, two workers courted a rrest.  
In Quetta, a complete  str ike was observed on the ca l l  of 
M R D .  In Peshawar, M R D workers b rought out a ra l ly, which 
was baton c ha rged by the  po l ice and few a rrests were a i so 
made .  

The  I nd i an  Foreign M i n iste r N a rs imha  Rao ,  g 1v r ng  a 
sta tement  i n  p a rl i a m e n t  sess ion,  sa id  tha t . the  government  
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of Pakistan h a d  sent  m ore t roops i n  S indh  a n d  I nd i a  h a d  
ser ious conce rns  o v e r  the  even ts i n  Pa kista n .  T h e  Defense  
M in istry Pak ist a n  s po kesperson condemned  the  statement, 
whi le  a M us l i m  League l eader  M umtaz  Dau l tana  
conside re d  t h e  I n d i a n  concern i n te rference i n  t h e  i n te rna l  
a ffa i rs of  Pak i s tan .  

Day Fourteen,,, 2 71h August: i n  La rkana ,  seven  M R D  
workers courted  a rrest a ft e r  lead i ng a p rotest  ra l ly .  I n  
Hyderabad,  schoo l  s tudents took o u t  a ra l ly  a n d  five 
workers cou rted  a rrest .  To d isperse t h e  stud e n ts, po l ice 
f ired tear gas s he l ls ;  in reta l i a ti on  s tudents set a b laze  a 
government  bus .  I n  Ha la , ·  thousands  of M RD s upporte rs 
a n d  students  b ro u g h t  o u t  a ra l ly a n d  a ft e r  add ress, t h re e  
workers w e re a rrested . I n  B h i t  Shah ,  a M R D  ra l ly  
cu lm ina ted  a t  the  Da rga h of  Shah Abdu l  Lat i f  B h itta i ,  
where a p u b l i c  m eet ing was a d d ressed by the loca l 
act ivists; a fte rwa rd, p ro-democracy act ivists inc lud ing one  
journa l is t  vo l u n t e e re d  a rrests.  Ove r fou r  h u n d re d  s tudents 
of Ta n d o  J a m  Agri c u lt u ra l U nive rsity took  out  a peaceful 
ra l ly .  In the rura l a reas  of Hyderabad ,  ra l l ie s  were brought  
out  i n  C h a m ba rh,  G u i a b  Lagha ri,  She i kh  B h i rk io a n d  
C h a k h i .  S tudents of  the  h ig h  school  C h a k h i  b rought out  a 
ra l ly  a nd forced t h e  b us iness to s h u t  down in She i kh  
B hi rk io . R id i ng a b us, t hey reached  G u i a b  Lagha ri where 
they  at tacked t he  po l ice  stat ion a nd forced the  po l ice to  
run  fo r t h e i r  safety.  He re too  bus i ness was shut  down .  
H u n d re d s  of t h e  com m on  p eop l e  a l so jo i ned  the  stud e n ts 
a n d  r id ing  five b uses they rea ched C h a m b a rh where a 
co m p lete str ike  was  o bserve d .  I n  Karach i, two M R D  
workers vol u n ta r i ly  o ffe red to be  a rrested i n  t h e  Shersha h  
Colony a re a  i n  t h e  p resence of the  fo re ign med ia .  The 
stude nts  of  S in d h Medica lCo l lege a l so brought  out a ra l ly  
a nd d a m a ge d  t h ree  gove rn m e n t  b u ses .  I n  Dadu  a nd 
Kha i rpur  N a t h a n  S h a h, fou r  workers courted a rrest a fte r  
l ead i ng  t h e  ra l l ies ,jo i ned  by  a l a rge  num ber  of people .  I n  
Meharh , two workers  were a rrested w h i le the  po l ice 
a ttem pted to stop the  ra l ly  a n d  fired t e a r  gas a n d  resorted 
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to baton  cha rge w h ich  resulted in confron tat ion  a n d  two 
wo rkers and few pol ice consta b les  were i nj u re d .  I n  
S h a h purcha ka r, fo u r  workers courted a rrest a fter  offe r i ng  
p raye rs fo r m a rtyrs.  One  of the a rrested workers was  
booked  under  t rea son  ac t  two-days ea r l ier .  A ra l l y  of  
p roteste rs b u rnt  down the Kabha r Ra i lway S ta t ion  a n d  
d a m aged the Ra i lway t rack ,  some 72 m i le  from S u kku r. 

When the  a rrested workers from B h it S h a h  reached  
Hydera bad Centra l Ja i l ,  t hey  were we lcomed by t h e  
rece pt ion com m i ttee of  the pr iso n e rs under  Qa z i  
M o h a m med Bakhsh  Damrah  a nd  a tea-party was  t h rown i n  
the i r  honor .  We lcom i ng  t h e  new prisoners ,  Qa z i  sa id  t h a t  
they were in  pr ison fo r a great ca use a n d  t h e  h isto ry s h a l l  
never fo rget t h e i r  contr ibut ion .  

Qa z i, a sen ior  po l i t i ca l  worker, wou ld  g ive lectures  a nd 
cond uct a study c i rc le  i n  h i s  ce l l  da i ly  i n  the  a fternoon .  
U n d e r  h is pat ro n age,  po l it ica l pr isoners i n  Hyd e rabad  J a i l  
a rra nged two meet ings, where bes ides po l i t ica l  speeches  
poets, especia l ly l ead ing  S indh i  poet  Sorvech Sujowoli, 
recited poems a n d  a fo lk  s i nger  Z u l q a r n a i n  S h a h  com posed 
m usic fo r t he poems a n d  they were l a ter  sung in  chorus .  

I n  La hore,  fou r  r i gh t -w ing  part ies  J a m a at- i - l s l a m i, M us l i m  
League ( Paga ro G ro u p ) , J U I  ( D a rkhawast i  G ro u p )  a n d  
K h a ksa r Ta h reek (Ashraf  G roup )  fo rmed a n  a l l ia n ce t o  
e m phas ize I s la m i c  democrat ic process i n  t h e  coun try. The  
a l l i a nce demanded  genera l  e lections  by M a rch  1 984, l i ft i ng  
of  M a rt i a l  Law a n d  l i ft ing  of the ban  o n  po l it ica l a ct iv i t ies  
i n  the  country.  

In a spec ia l re port o n  Pa kista n s i tuati o n ,  i n  i ts issue of  2 71 h 
August,  t h e  Asi a n  Post,  cons idered the  M R D  movement  the  
'fi rst ser io us c h a l l e nge '  fa ced by Genera l  Z i a .  

Doy Fifteen,,, 28°' AugusC fro m the p revious n ight ,  t h e  
a rmy conducted a f lag- m a rch o n  the roads  of  Larka n a ,  a s  
M u shtaque A l i  B h utto,  the  fi rst cous in  o f  Benaz i r  B h utto 
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h a d  a n no u nced to  offe r h i s  a rrest next d a y .  I n  t h e  
morn ing, t he secur ity fo rces cordon -off t h e  G a rh i  Khuda 
Ba khsh,  where the fo rmer  P r ime M i n is ter  Zu lf iq a r  A l i  
Bh utto w as  b u r ied a n d  used tea r  gas  to d i sperse the  
peo ple,  who were  t ry i ng  to gather  fo r a p rotest  ra l ly .  The  
po l ice had  a l ready a r rested fifteen peop le  i n c l u d i ng 
B e n a z i r' s  cousi n .  As t h e  re m a i n i n g  workers of  M R D, 
i n c l u d i ng a journa l i s t  ca m e  out  of  the B h utto cemetery, 
the  po l ice once aga i n  f ired tea r  gas she l l s  a nd rubber  
b u l lets i nj u ri ng a loca l  s tudent  act iv ist .  

The wor ld fa mous BBC correspondent  M a rk Tu l ly, some 
how reached the  loca l  po l ice s tat ion ,  w h e re p o l ice ba rred 
h i m  fro m meet ing  t h e  a rrested workers a n d  s n a tched h i s  
camera an d  m icro p h o n e .  

After  t h e  a rrests b y  the  po l ice, the  p rotesters a ttacked t h e  
te lephone  excha nge,  post office a n d i r r iga t i o n  rest house .  
The po l ice made  m o re a rrests a nd a fter  one  week  the  
p ri soners were sh ifted  to  La rka na  Ja i l .  La ter, o n  2 6t h  
Decem ber, 1983,  a l l  po l itica l  p riso ners, kept  i n  La rka n a  J a i l  
were s h ifted t o  Sukkur  Centra l  J a i l .  

T h e  school  c h i ld re n  i n  Larka na took o u t  a sepa ra te  ra l ly o n  
t h e  same day, w h ich  was tea r-gas b y  t h e  po l i ce .  I n  a 
separa te  ra l l y  i n  the  Larkana ,  seven act iv ist s, i n c l u d i ng a 
fo l k  s i nger, offe red a r rests .  I n  nea rby town N a s i ra bad ,  t h e  
don key-ca rt p u l l e rs took  out  a ra l ly, w h i c h  c l a s h e d  w i t h  
t h e  po l ice, w h o  a rrested 1 7  persons  i nc lud i n g  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  
the  ra l ly .  I n  S h a h d a d kot, two m u n ic i p a l  c o u n c i l o rs were 
a rreste d .  

I n  the  L i aqua t a b a d a rea of Karach i ,  t h e  Vice P res ident  of  
Kara c h i  B a r  Assoc ia t ion  Fa h i m  Ha ider  and  a P D P  m e m be r  
courted a rrest . H yd e rabad  s a w  t w o  ra l l i es i n  a s i ng le  d ay, 
w i th  five workers a rrested,  a fte r  c l ashes  w i th  t h e  po l i ce 
t h a t  cont i nued fo r hou rs .  

About  two t housa nd s tudents  of  
S i nd hAgr icu l tura l U n ivers ity,  Ta ndo  Jam took  ou t  a ra l ly 
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and b locked the h ig hway, connecting Mirpurkhas and  
Tharparkar d istricts with rest of the  country. The  pol ice 
used tear  gas and aer ia l  firing to d isperse students. in 
Cha m b a rh ( the  area where S indh Hari Committee had  
esta b l ished Peasants' Courts i n  1968-69), thre e  thousand 
people  took out  a ra l ly, which clashed with po l ice, who 
baton charged the protesters and a rrested a bout  one  
dozen o f  them whi le  in  Ta ndo Al lahya r, the ra l ly  
cu lminated in t h e  a rrest of  fou r  workers. 

Two workers were a rrested in Sujawa l,where about  six 
h undre d  people took out a ra l ly a nd as pol ice tried to stop 
them, they clashed with the pol ice, who used tear gas a nd 
a erial f ir ing. Later the  Pak istan Army took control o f  the 
town.  I n  Ha la ,  protesters took o ut a ra l ly for e ighth 
consecut ive day whereafter add ressing it thre e  workers 
offered a rrest. In Moro, after addressing t h e  ra l ly, five 
workers courted arrests . In same town, students of girls 
and boys' pr imary and secondary schools took out a ra l ly 
and  ma rched t h rough t h e  town. It was t h e  first occasion 
when the female  students had taken out a ra l ly in t h e  
town, d uring current  M R D  movement. In  Dadu, six 
p rotesters cou rted arrest, i n  Sehwan police a rrested two 
forme r  counci lors, who had recently resigned from their  
e lected seats.  in Meharh, two peasant workers offered 
volunta ri ly a rrest, wh i le pol ice a rrested six more active 
workers.  The town o bserved a complete strike . 

In D i la pota town of N a ushe hro Feroz, a fter a d d ressing a 
ra l ly of  thousands of people,  workers courted a rrest. In  t h e  
Naushehro Feroz c i ty two persons, whi le in  Kandiaro, 
seven workers were a rrest. 1 1 1  Sukkur, two M R D  leaders 
were a rrested . In Badi n, thre e  workers offered t h emselves 
for arrest in  front of t h e  Deputy Commiss ioner Office . In 
Kha irpur, pol ice conducted a ra id  and a rrested M R D  
d istrict Preside nt, Yousif Jaffery Advocate .  In  Nawa bshah,  
after l ead ing a b ig ra l ly  two workers cou rt a rrested.  In  
Kh ipro, fo ur workers co u rted a rrest. O n  the  other  hand,  
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fou r  po lice consta b les  were suspended fro m services fo r 
their  inaction d u ring  the  incident of setting o n  fi re the 
Kabhar  Ra i lway Stat ion, near G hotki .  

The District Bar  Associations of Hyde ra bad a nd Tharparkar 
announced that a s  lawyers it was their d uty to st ruggle for 
the su premacy of  l aw a nd t hey were fu l ly  part icipating in 
the ongoing struggle fo r the restoration of d e mocracy.  

The  Deputy Mart ia l  Law Ad m in istrator, Genera l  Mahmood 
Arshad d u ring h is  v is i t  of  Hydera bad, t h reatened t hat  the 
agitators wi l l  be  dea l t  with iron ha nds. 

In G uj ranwala of P u nj a b, two PPP workers, whi le in Quetta, 
one J U I  worker cou rt a rrested.  

In  Lahore ,  d iffe re nt women orga nizat ions formed the 
Democratic C o m mittee.  Add ress ing a press confe re nce, on 
the beha lf  of the c o m m ittee, Raz ia Begum, �egum lmtiaz  
Ali  Sha h and Begum M a nsoor Mal ik  d e manded  the  release 
of female  pol it ical  workers inc luding Begum Nasim Wal i  
Khan,  Benazir  B hutto, Amina Asghar Khan,  Zar ina Ba loch, 
Mahnaz Rafi,  B e g u m  Abid Manto a nd others. 

At th is  stage, t h e  right-wing whispers in  Punjab  a bout the 
v io lent  mood of  m ovement in  S indh, took another  
d im e nsion a nd the  not ion that  th is  movement  was for  the 
secess�o n  of S ind h from Pa kistan, beginning with few right
wing newspapers a n d  fol lowed by som e  l ibera l  though 
inactive left ists: They e m phasized on t h e  government to 
g ive some concessions to the people  of S indh,  and  
i m med iately i n it iate ta l ks wi th  the saner e lements. I n  th is  
regard, the  meet ing  of  Maj l is- i- M u h ban- i- M i l la t, formed by 
the  o l d  M us l im League leaders, demanded that  the 
d e mocratic i nstitut ions in the country be  restored 
i m m ed iately a n d  the genera l  e lections shou ld  be 
cond ucted .  A fo r m e r  fina nce mi nister under  Bhutto 
government a n d  a p ro-China Socia l ist D r-. M u bashar Hassan 
a dvised the ru lers t ha t  a s  the p rogress of Punjab  d epended 
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o n  the  n a t u ra l  gas  from Ba loch ist a n ,  e lectr ic i ty from 
Ka s h m i r  and Fron t i e r  and on  the goods s upp ly  from 
Ka ra c h i  po rt, so fo r the cont i n uat ion  of  t h is p rogress, i t  
shou ld  dea l  with  these  a reas with extra care .  

The A l l  P ak ist a n  Newspapers' E m p loyees Co n federa t i on  
(APN EC)  C h a i rm a n  M i nhaj B u rna co ndem ned t h e  
government  po l icy o f  i m pos ing censors h i p  a nd  b lock ing  o f  
the  newspr in t  q uota of  U rd u  da i ly  Amn, Ka rach i ,  t o  d et e r  i t  
from g iv ing coverage to  ongo ing M R D  movement .  

The  S i ndh  p rovi nc ia l co m m ittee of M R D, i n  a meet i ng, 
a p pea led  the peop le  o f  S i n d h  to observe a complete  s t r i ke 
o n  3 'd Septem b e r, to pay  homage to the  m a rtyrs .  The 
Co m m ittee a l so took notice of  the rumors rega rd i ng secre t  
negot ia t ions  between  the M R D  a n d  government  a n d  
d is m issed them a s  m e re ly a n  atte m pt t o  d ishea rten t h e  
peop le  a n d  creat ing  a r i ft a m ong the component  p a rt ies .  
The Com m i ttee la m e n ted  on  the  government  p rotest 
aga inst  the  I n d i a n  Fo re ign  M i n ister's recent  sta tement  a nd 
p i t ied  the government  on  its s i l ence over the  US 
i n te rfe rence in  the count ry.  The meet ing  dec ided t h a t  a l l  
i m p risoned M R D  leaders a n d  workers w i l l  i n i t i a te  h u ng e r  
str ike from ih Septe m be r, i n  a l l  p riso ns of  S i n d h .  
Accord ing to M R D, so fa r i ts 10155  l eaders a nd worke rs 
h a d  been a rrested .  

O n  the other  hand ,  the  n u m b e r  o f  res igned e lected 
m u n ic i p a l  counc i l o rs grew fa st .  I n  t h is s i ng le  day i n  Ka ra c h i  
5,  i n  M it h ia n i  1 7 ,  i n  Sukku r 1 4 ,  in  Tha rpa rka r 2 9, i n  
Hydera bad  8, i n  S h i k a r p u r  24,  i n  Moro 1 1, i n  Fatoo B h a la l  
1 3, i n  K h i p ro 15, i n  Ka n d i a ro 8 a n d  i rr D a u la t p u r  S a fa n  2 
m o re counc i lo rs res igned from the i r  seats i n  so l ida r i ty w i th  
the  pro-democracy movement .  

M e a n w h i le, the  p rov i n c i a l  Governor, G e n e ra l  S .  M .  Abbassi  
reviewed the a rrangements fo r m u n i c i p a l  e lect ions  a n d  
l a w  a n d  o rde r  s i tua t ion  tou red S i n d h .  
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Day s ixteen, , ,  2 9th August :  i n  Kara c h i , two M RD workers 
were a rrested i n  t h e  pro-Zia a rea of L i aq uat -Abad .  Dur ing  
it  two inc idents  of v io ience occurre d .  As  these  workers 
rea ched to offer t he i r  a rrests, few p ro-Zia peop le  attacked 
t h e m, same people  tr ied to attack  the fore ign med ia  
perso ns, w h o  were the re to cove r the  a rrests . As the  
a rrested wo rkers were b rought  to t h e  loca l  po l i ce  s tat ion ,  
a b o mb  b l ast occu rred nearby, a nd i nj u red  e ight  pe rso ns 
i n c l ud i ng  t h ree po l ice m e n .  

I n  Hyd e ra bad,  five workers were a rreste d .  Po l i ce  i n  a n  
a t tem pt to d isperse the  protesters f ired tear  gas  a n d ba ton  
charged a nd a rrested seven passe rsby, i n c l u d i ng two 
stude nts .  On the ca l l  of SST, BSO, SPSF a n d  PkSF,  m o re 
tha n  two t h o usa n d  students  of  Agric u l t u ra l U n ivers ity 
Ta ndo Jam, b ro ught  out a ra l ly a n d  b locked the  
Hyderab ad -M i rpurkhas  H ighway fo r five h o u rs .  To  d isperse 
t h e m  po l ice fi red 1 1 7  tear  gas she l l s  a nd in response 
students  pe l ted � �ones .  On many  occas ions  s tude nts  fo i l ed  
the  po l ice a t tem i; �� to a rrest t h e i r  fe l l ow students .  I n  
Sa kra nd,  a ra l l y  o �  a bo ut t h ree thousa nc i  peop le  was  
brought  out  wh i ch  was jo i ned by s tude nts who  a fter  
boycott ing the  c l a sses of  H igh  Schoo l  and  h o ist i ngthe  P P P  
f l a g  o n  i t s  b u i l d i ng, reached a t  S u b- D iv is io n a l  M a gistrate 's  
office, where po l i ce f i red tear  gas  and bato n c h a rged to  
d is pe rse the  p rotesters . Four  worke rs courted a rrest .  The  
part ic ipa nts of t h e  ra l ly severe ly  t h ras hed a p ro-Z ia  mo lv i .  
Later, five m o re peop le courted a rrest i n  a no t h e r  ra l ly .  I n  
Nawabshah ,  t h ree workers were a rrested ;  m e a nwh i le  
po l ice a rrested a no t h e r  seven a ct iv ists  d u r ing  ra ids .  

I n  Dadu ,  la wyers fo rmed a lega l  a id  co m m ittee to ass ist  
the  M R D workers a n d  pr isoners .  In  K h a i r p u r  N a t h a n  Shah ,  
t h ree worke rs co u rted a rrest a ft e r  l e a d i ng a ra l ly. I n  
M e ha rh, t wo  peasa nts  court a rreste d .  

T h e  Sub - M art i a l  Law Ad m i n istra tor, S e h w a n ,  a d v ised the  
M R D workers t h a t  t h ey shou ld  vo lu nteer  t h e i r  a rrests i n  
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p laces other tha n Sehwan,  beca use o f  it be ing  a S u fi 
p i lg rimage s i te .  

I n  Khuhra ,  po l i ce a rrested five workers i n  pre-dawn ra ids .  
I n  Thar i  M i rwah,  p o l it i ca l, l a bor  and peasa n t  org a n izat ions 
took out  a jo int ra l ly, wh ich  c u l m i na ted i n  thearrest of  s ix  
workers .  In  Bad in ,  s ix  workers courted a rrest and i n  M a t l i, 
a ra l ly of thousands  of p a rt i c ipa rts was brought ou t  where 
after a long batt le  with  po l ice,  t h ree workers courted 
a rrest. I n  Khorwah, a p ro-democra cy ra l l y  was b ro ught  out, 
wh ich  d ispersed after m a rch ing th rough the  town.  Later, 
po l ice  a rrested e ight  workers for orga n iz i ng the  ra l ly .  I n  
G u i a b  Laghari ,  two thousand peop le  brought  ou t  a ra l ly o n  
motor cycles, motor cars a n d  jeeps .  The po l i ce  a rrested 
fou r  persons fo r l ead ing  the ra l ly .  I n  La rka na,  five workers 
i n c l ud i ng one  trade un ion  a ct ivist  vo l u n teered a rrest. 
Protesters pe l ted stones on po l ice ,  wh ich  used tear  gas to 
d isperse t h em .  I n  Sha h d a d kot, four  a n d  in Nas i rabad,  two 
workers courted a rrest.  A complete  stri ke was o bserve d i n  
N a ud ero, t h e  home-town of  Bh utto fa m i ly, i n  p rotest 
aga i nst c lashes betwee n po l ice  a n d  p rotesters a n d  a rrest 
of  18  protesters, he re a ra l l y  by the school  c h i l d re n  was 
d ispersed by po l ice us ing tear  gas  and a er ia l  fi r ing .  

I n  Sukkur, po l ice  a rrested H igh  Co urt Bar  Assoc iat ion 
Pres ident Abdu l  H a l i m  P i rzado,  Mohammed  Ism a i l  Soo m ro 
Advocate an d  Abd u l  H a m i d .  I n  protest aga i nst these 
a rrests, a meet ing of l awyers, cha i red  by l l l a h i  B a k hsh  
Shei kh, the Pres ident  of  the S u kkur  Ba r  Asso cia t ion  was 
convened,  which dec ided to orga n i ze a lawyers' ra l ly on 
3 rd S e ptember. 

To preve nt prote_ (s in  coming days, M i rp u r  Bathoro po l ice  
conducted a ra i d  o n  the  resi dence of A ij a z  Khwaja a nd 
a fter  a rrest ing h i m  sh ifted to the d istr ict headq uarter  
That ta .  Aijaz l a ter  wrote h is  p rison d a i ry,  wh ich  d escri bed 
the l ife in the Hyderabad  Ce ntra l J a i l  d u r ing those days of 
po l i t i ca l  tu rm o i l .  In  S uj a wa l ,  two workers vo l u nteered 
a rrest after l ead ing  a ra l ly .  In Tha t ta ,  two ra l l ies were 
brought out .  Pol ice a rrested two workers, who were 
ca rrying a nt i-government  p l a ca rds .  I n  Ka n d i a ro ,  a ra l l y  was  
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brought o ut a n d  at  i t s  cu l m i n a t i o n  s ix workers court 
a r rested a fter  a d d ressi ng the  ra l ly .  The  loca l M R D  Ge nera l  
Secretary i n  a press  state m e n t  sa id  t ha t  the po l ice were 
i m m ed iate ly  re l eas i ng  m a n y  workers, who were offe ri ng  
t h e i r  a r rests a s  t h e  p r i sons  were  ove r-crowded .  He  c l a imed  
th a t  m a n y  a rrested workers h a d  refused to l eave  the  
p riso n s .  I n  M o ro,  e ight  workers court a rrested a fte r  
l e a d i ng a ra l ly .  A n ot h e r  ra l l y  fro m t h e  nea rby v i l lage New 
Ja to i  a lso rea c hed M o ro a n d  s ix  of  i t s  p a rt ic i pa nts  
vo l u n te e red  the i r  a rrests .  The  same m o rn i ng, a wo men ' s  
ra l ly was  b ro ught  o ut i n  N e w  J a to i ,  wh ich  m a rched  t h rough  
the  town for over one  hour  and  a fter  reach i ng  a loca l 
sh r ine, prayed fo r t h e  m a rtyrs of t h e  move ment .  The 
Ta ndo Ada m pol ice a rrested f ive P P P  l eaders,  i n c lude  o n e  
student  ac t iv ist  d u ri ng  t h e  p re-d a w n  ra ids  o n  the i r  houses .  
O n  the  other  h a nd ,  the  st udents  of  Sha hAbdu l lat i fH igh  
Schoo l  p l a n n e d  a ra l ly a nd p rayer  i n  a bsent ia  fo r the  
ma rtyrs but  the  H e a d - M a st e r  ca l l ed  t h e  po l i ce  a n d  
stude n ts beca m e  ag i tated a n d  c l ashed  w i t h  po l ice,  wh i ch  
reso rted to  tea r gas  she l l i ng .  I n  S a nj h o ro fou r, i n  K h ip ro 
fou r  a nd i n  S h a h d a d kot ,  fo u r  workers co u rted a rrest a fter  
ra i s i ng p ro-democra cy s logans  i n  fro nt  of loca l  C iv i l  Court .  
The  loca l  po l ice a rrested 45 workers and c o m m o n  c iti ze n s  
fo r offe r ing p rayers i n  a bsent i a  o f  t h e  m a rtyrs of the  
move m e n t .  I n  M a ngho  Fa k i r  S h a r, t h e  po l i ce bato n cha rged 
the ra l l y  of S i n d h  H a ri C o m m itt ee  a nd a rrested 14 
i n c l ud i ng  t h ree m in o r  boys, i n  reta l ia t ion  the protesters 
attacked po l ice w i th  st icks a n d  stones  a n d  i nj u red fo u r  
po l ice consta b le s .  I n  La rkana ,  fo u r  workers court a rrested,  
a ft e r  the p rotesters t h rew sto nes  o n  po l ice,  wh ich used 
tear  gas  s h e l l i ng to  d i sperse t h e m . 

The La rka n a  P o l ice a rrested 1 5  pe rsons  in  d i ffe ren t  ra ids  
fo r a t tacki ng the M o h a ta Ra i lwa y  Sta t i o n .  

B B C  Rad io,  i n  i t s  re port s a i d  t h a t  d u r i ng  a s i n g l e  day  ra l l ies  
were o rga n ized i n  12 c iti es a n d  towns  o f  S i n d h  and of  
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these were d i spersed by the use of tear  gas a n d  a rrest o f  
over 100 p rotesters .  B BC a l so menti oned a bout the  cou rt  
a r rests i n  Rawa l p i nd i ,  Lahore, Guj ra nwaia  and  other  c i t ies  
of Punj a b .  • 

The Wash ington Post,  i n  a report by its correspond e n t  
stated t h a t  as  t h e  movement  h a d  not sp read i n  other  pa rts 
of  the  country except S i nd h ,  so th is  was stre ngt h e n i ng t h e  
c l a i m  b y  G e n e ra l  Z i a  t ha t  h i s  gove rnment  w i l l  b e  a b le  to 
tack le  the s i tua t ion .  Accord ing to the newspa per, M R D  h a d  
fa i led  t o  l a u nch  i t s  move ment  i n  other  t h ree p rovinces o f  
the  co u n t ry a nd i t  had  reasoned t he economic  d e p riva t ion  
of S i n d h  fo r the  cu r ren t  up r i s ing .  

Another  USnewspa per, t he New York  T imes, i n  a report  by 
i ts  correspondent  said t ha t  if  the  cu rrent  movement  does  
not  s p read toother  pa rts of the co unt ry, t hen  t h e  G e n e ra l  
Z i a  gover n m e n t  wou ldnot face m u c h  d ifficu l ty in  c rush ing  
i t .  

The  m i l i ta ry cou rts t h roughout S i ndh  con t i n ued to 
sentence the  po l i t i ca l  workers .  A S u m m a ry M i l it a ry Court 
esta b l i shed i ns ide  the  Hyd era bad Centra l  J a i l  sentenced 
five worke rs to one year  i m p r isonment .  They wer: a ccused 
of o rga n i z i n g  an i l lega l ra l ly a nd meeti ng on  16th August . A 
S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry Co urt no.  5 of Nawabsha h  sente nced 7 
workers fo r n i ne  months  i m pr isonment,  five thousand  
ru pees fi ne a n d 10  l a shes each .  I n  case  of t he  n o n
payment  of f ine ,  t hey w i l l  have to face furt h e r  t h ree 
month im pr iso n m e nt .  

Meanwh i l e ,  m ore e lected m u n ic ipa l  co unc i lo rs res igned 
fro m t h e i r  posts, i nc lud ing  s ix i n  Sa krand,  14 i n  Kha i rpu r  
Nathan  S h a h ,  one  fem a le member  i n  Thatt a ,  14  i n  Moro 
an d  1 1  i n  Ta ndo A l l a hyar .  

Ta l k ing  to journa l ists  befo re d epa rt u re fo r h i s  visit 
toTurkey, G e n e ra l  Z ia  said tha t  he s h a l l  teach  the 
po l i t ic ia ns how to do po l i t ics .  He c l a im ed tha t  s i tuat ion  in 
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the count ry was norma l ,  except d is tu rba nces in  a few pa rts 
of S i n d h  in t h e  n a m e  of M R D .  He wa rned that  the vio lence  
w i l l  not  b e  to lerated  and  these  a cts, i n it i a ted  o n  the  
i n st igat ion  of  the  o p portun ist  e le m e nts and  fo reign powe rs 
shou ld  stop otherwise they  w i l l  be  crushed by the  state 
power .  He de n ied  that  negot i a t ions  wi th  po l it i c ia ns were 
be ing i n it ia ted .  B efore h is depa rtu re ,  he  met the  l e a d e rs of 
r ight-wing Jamaat - i- l s l a m i .  

P P P  l e a d e r  G h u l a m  M urtaza Ja toi, w h o  h a d  a wa rra n t  
aga i nst  h im m e t  loca l a n d  foreign j o u rna l ists  i n  Karach i  a n d  
he ld  t h e  gove rnm ent  respons ib le  for the  current  wave of  
violence i n  S indh .  I n  a p ress s tatement  i ssued fro m a 
Karach i  hospita l, M ir B i zenjo of  P N P  sa id  that  even i f  t h e  
governm e n t  wa nted to t a l k  t h e  masses w i l l  not  a l low 
ho l d i ng  t a l k s  e xcep t  the  t ra nsfer of  power.  

M e a n wh i l e, P N P, P K MAP and Watan -Dost l n q a l a b i  Pa rty 
formed the Pak ista n N a tiona l D e mocrat ic  Front .  B ize njo 
a n d  Dr.  Arba b Kh uha wa rh ,  re present ing the pa rt ies  s igned  
t h e  u ni ted c h a rte r  fo r Front .  

A d d ress ing a p ress confe re nce in  Hyderabad,  the Defense  
M in is te r  i n  Z ia  ca b inet ,  M ir A l i  Ahmed Ta l p u r  s a id t h a t  the  
P P P  shou ld  b e  b a n ned  for ever  and  just  five percent  o f  the  
S i n d h  popu la t ion  was unpat riot ic  but  the  rest were  rea d y  
t o  d i e  for t h e  so l id a ri ty o f  t h e  count ry .  

Day Seventeen,,, 301h A ugust: the biggest ra l ly o f  the d a y  
c a m e  out  i n  H a la ,  w h e re over fifty thousand  peop le ,  
i n c l ud i n g  women and c h i ld re n  m a rched from the shr ine  of  
M a khdoom Nooh .  O n  the occas ion,  a writte n  message of  
the most  inf luent ia l sp i r i tua l  e lder  M a k hdoom Ta l i b-u l 
M o u la  was  rea d  out, i n  wh i ch  he ha d  dec la re d  so l ida r ity 
with the m a rtyrs of  the m ovem e n t  and that the E i d  
fest iv ity s h o u l d  be ce leb rated  w i t h  s im p l i c ity .  H e  a sked h i s  
fo l lowers to c o n t i n u e  the  d emocrat ic  movement  t i l l  
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victo ry. After  t h e  vo l u n ta r i ly a rrest by five worke rs, t h e  
ra l ly m a rched towa rds the  Nat iona l  H ighway, where  
accord ing t o  p rogra m i t  had obse rve a s i t - i n  fo r one hour  
and  t h e n  afte r  re turn ing  back  to the  sh ri ne  d ispe rse 
peacefu l ly .  As the ra l ly reached a t  Nat iona l  H ig hway, a n  
ove r-speed ing m i l i ta ry veh ic le  cut  t h rough the  c rowd a n d  
inj u red t h ree p roteste rs, which ag i tated t h e  people,  who  
attacked a pol ice pa rty wa l k i ng  b eh ind  the ra l ly w i th  
stones a n d st icks .  The  pol ice in  reta l iat ion fi red tear-g a s  
she l l s  a nd resorted ae r i a l  fi r ing .  I n  th is c lash ,  t h ree pol ice 
offic ia ls  and e ight  p rotesters were inju red and many other  
fa inted because of  the  tea r gas  she l l i ng .  The p rotesters 
stuck to the  two hours s i t- in  on  the H ighway. 

I n  Dadu, t h ree worke rs courted a r rest  whi le fou r  others 
were a r rested by the pol ice.  In Kha i rp u r  Na than  shah a n d  
M e h a rh ,  e ight  worke rs were a rrested .  

I n  Ka rach i  two worke rs, i nc lud ing  a fem a le t rade  un ion i st 
G u l za ri Begum vo lu nteered the i r  a rrest . I n  Hyde rabad,  s i x  
M R D worke rs vo lunteered a rrest, w h i le po l ice a rrested 
two more workers.  D u ring  the media coverage of t h e  
a r rests, the  po l ice m isha nd led  two p ress photograp h e rs .  

I n  M i rp u r  Bathoro, a jo int  ra l ly of fifteen  thousa nd  peop le ,  
of  PPP  and  S indh  H a ri Co m m ittee m a rched through t h e  c i ty  
and  a t  the  end five leaders vo l un te e red  the i r  a rrests .  As 
the pa rt ic ipa nts  of the  ra l l y  were d i spers ing, the  po l ice 
f i red tea r gas she l l s  on them,  which resu l ted  i n  c l ashes  
between pol ice a n d  p rotesters d u r ing  which t h e  d ist r ict  
po l ice c h ief  with  other  officia l s  was  inj u red  whi le  a young 
boy a nd a l a borer  were inj u red by the po l ice .  Ea r l i e r  s ix  
h i gh  schoo l  students  a l so vo l u nteere d  a r rest i n  a sepa rate 
ra l ly .  Al l  a rrested workers and students  were deta ined  
under  the  M a in tena nce of  Pub l i c  O rd e r  and  d ifferent  
M a rt ia l La w O rd ers a nd were asked to submit  t h e  a pology 
but they refused to do so and spent  fo l lowing months i n  
nr i c;o n .  
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I n  Tha tta t h ree , in  Sujawa l two a n d  i n  C h u h a rh J a m a l i , fo ur 
worke rs vo lunteered a rrest . Meanwh i l e  the Dep uty 
Co m missioner  i m posed secti on 144 in the who le  d istr ict ,  
unde r  which ga theri ng of five o r  more pe rso ns  a n d 
ca r ryi ng  a ny k ind  of weapons i nc l ud ing  st icks were b a n n e d .  

I n  Sa krand,  a comp lete  str ike  w a s  observed a n d t h ree 
ra l l ies  were b rought  out  by men,  wo m e n  and opponents of 
M RD .  I n  M a h ra bp u r, h u n d red s  of wom e n  brought  out  a 
r a l ly, which afte r  m a rc h i ng t h rough the  town,  d i spersed 
peacefu l ly .  The p rocess i on  came to the m a i n  road of town 
wh i l e  ra is ing s loga ns  a n d  e n d ed with f ive worke rs court i ng 
a rres t .  A sma l l  ra l ly of Z ia  H i mayat  Ta h reek  ra ised s loga ns  
aga inst  the  M R D . l n  Thar i  M i rwa h, five workers were 
a rrested,  who were l ead ing  a r a l ly, i n te nded to m a rch to 
the nea rby town of G a m bat ,  where they were sched u led to 
offe r t h e i r  a rrests.  

The P res ident  of Sukkur  B a r  Assoc iat ion a nd t h e  Pres ident  
of Jewelers' Assoc iat ion were a rrested fo r acts of sa botage 
and c reat ing  hat re d  a g a inst  the m i l i t a ry gove r n m e n t .  In  
Ta ndo Adam, two ra l l ies  were brought out ,  f irst by the 
s tudents of H igh School  wh ich was baton c h a rged by the 
po l ice a nd later i n  a nother  ra l ly f ive workers vo lun teered 
a rrests . I n  Shahda d p u r, two workers courted a rrest .  The 
De p uty Commission e r  b a n n e d  the ra l l ies and pub l i c  
meet ings u nder  section  144 .  

I n  P a noAq i l , t he  S i n d h  Har i  Com m i ttee (SHC)  a n d PPP  
brought  out  a b ig j o i n t  ra l l y  of over  twe n ty tho usand 
peop le ,  wh ich  pa id  t r ibute to m a rtyrs a nd 
t h rough t he  city moved to  t h e  Na t iona l  
con nect ing S i n d h  wi th  Punja b .  The pol ice a n d 

m a rch i ng 
H ig hway, 

other  law 
enfo rc ing agenc ies  resorted to  baton c h a rge a n d  tea r  gas  
she l l ing ,  i njur ing  seven workers  a nd a rrest of five 
protesters .  Later, S HC l ea d er  Rasheed l n d h a r, a d d ress ing a 
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press co nfe re n ce sa id  tha t  so fa r th ree workers of the  
Committee had  been  m artyred a nd 41 a rrested.  

The Kara ch i  pol ice a rrested the fa mous te levis ion a rt ist  
Fa i z  A l i  Shah.  I t  was h is second arrest, a s  ear l ier  h e  was 
a rrested for sett ing on  fire the  ra i lway t rack  but  was 
rel eased  after a few d a ys .  I n  Digri, fou r  workers were 
a rrested .  

T h e  students  o n  t h e  c a l l  o f  Pak istan Progressive Students'  
A l l i a n ce p rotested i n  Naz imaba d  a rea  of Ka rach i  a n d  
pe l ted stones o n  the  p a ss ing b y  vehic les.  Earl ier  they h e l d  
the i r  p rotest meet ing in  t h e  Government  Col l ege  
Naz imaba d  a n d  offered p rayer i n  a bsent ia  fo r the  ma rtyrs 
of M R D  movement .  The a d m in istration of Agricu l tura l  
U n iversity Ta ndo J a m  shut down the  campus  for indef in ite 
period a fter  cont inuous p ro-democra cy demonstrat ions by  
s tudents, who were  informed by the  pol ice that  if they d id  
not  vacate the  u n ive rsity hoste ls  they  would be a rrested .  

The L iaq uatabad  K a ra ch i  pol ice registered  a case  of b o m b  
b last  aga inst  two M R D  leaders .  T h e  b last, a t  the  t ime  o f  
court a rrest  b y  b o t h  o n  p revious d a y  had  i njured e igh t  
passersby. 

To mob i l ize masses, espec ia l ly the students of  re l ig ious  
seminaries, JU I  S indh G e nera l  Secretary and the  Addit ion a l  
Secreta ry M R D  S i n d h, Syed Moham med S h a h  A m rot i  
rea ched La rka na  and a d d ressed meet ings and hoped t h a t  
the  o ngoing movem ent  would a ch ieve success very soon.  

lri  h is on  the spot  re port ing for the ongoing movement,  
BBC correspondent  M a rk Tul ly reached Nawa bshah a nd 
interviewe d pol it ica l workers a n d  the fa m i ly mem bers of 
ma rtyrs . 

According to a Kara c h i  based  newspa per, i n  the  fi rst 17  
days of  the  MRD m ovement,  fou r  thousan d  peop le  had  
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been  a rrested i n  S i n d h .Acco rd ing  to j a i l  au tho rit ies, twelve 
j a i l s  t h ro ughout  S i n d h  ca n acco m m od a te 6,830 p riso ners, 
so accord ing to t h e  newspa p e r, a u t h o ri t ies  had  dec ided to 
keep m o re and m o re p r iso n e rs i n  the po l ice lockups  a n d  
su b -j a i l s .  

The m i l i t a ry cou rts cont i nued  to  sente nce pol i t ica l workers .  
I n  S u k k u r, a lawye r S idd i q u e  K h a ra l  w a s  sente nced t o  o n e  
yea r i m p r iso n m ent, t e n  l a s h e s  a nd one  a nd h a l f  m i l l i o n  
r u p e e s  f i n e .  I n  c a s e  of not  p a y i n g  the  f ine,  h i s  property 
w a s  o rd e red  to be a u ct io n e d .  A Nawabsh a h  M i l i ta ry Court 
sen tenced 1 7  wo rkers fo r n i n e  months  i m p riso n ment, t e n  
l a s h e s  a nd t h i rty t h o u s a n d  ru pees fi ne  each .  A court i n  
Ka n d i a rosentenced seven workers fo r n i n e  m o nt hs,  ten  
l ashes  and  two t housa nd  rupees  fi ne each .  

O n  the o t he r  ha nd,  res ig na t ions  by e lected m u n ic i p a l  
counc i lo rs cont i n u e d .  Haj i  S h a fi Ja mot  resigned from the  
o ffices of C h a i r m a n  Karach i  D ist r ict Counc i l ,  member  K DA 
G ove rn i ng  Body, m e m be r  Ce ntra l Censor  B o a rd a n d  
C h a i rm a n  H ajj Co m m ittee,  Ka rach i .  T h ree m o re counc i lo rs 
i n  K a ra ch i ,  2 6  i n  S a n g h a r, 2 6  i n  San jhoro a nd 1 2  counc i lo rs 
i n  H a l a  resign e d .  

Day 1 8  . . .  . 31 51 August :  i n  Ka rach i ,  two  p ro-democracy 
wo rke rs vo lunta r i ly  offe red  a rrest,  i n  p resence of  a b ig 
crowd. The Po l ice  cond ucted ra ids at  var ious p l aces in 
co n n ect io n w i th the  b o m b  b l a st in  fro nt  of  L i aquata bad  
Po l ice Stat io n the  p revio us  Monday .  

I n  Hydera bad,  two  workers offe red a rrest . Hyde rabad 
po l ice  a rrested two student  a ct iv ists by conduci ng ra ids .  
The p o l ice  cond ucted ra ids  o n  va r ious  s tudent  hoste ls  but  
n o  a rrest  was made .  I n  Ha la ,  t hou sands  of p rotesters 
g a t h e red  at the m a i n  m a rket  c h owk, where t h ree workers 
offe red a rrest af ter  a d d ress ing  the  ra l l y .  So fa r, s ixty 
workers had offe red t h e i r  a r rest in  H a l a .  I n  New 
Saee da bad ,  a bout  five thousand  peop le  a n d students  
b ro u g h t  o u t  a ra l ly, wh ich  c u l m i n a ted o n  t he court-a rrest 
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of t h ree M R D  workers .  From v i l lage Ahmed Shah  of M a t l i , 
thousa nds  of v i l lagers, wo rkers a nd  peasa nts took o u t  a 
ra l ly, w h i ch  was fo rced by the po l i ceto stop a n d  fou r  
wo rkers vo lu nteered a rrest .  A l l  the  v i l lages a nd towns o f  
Bad i n  d ist r ict  observed p rotest a nd ra l l ies  were brought  
o ut .  I n  Sa k ra n d, fo u r  worke rs courted a rrest .  The  
Sak ra n d H igh Schoo l  students boycotted the i r  c lasses  a n d  
brought  o u t  a ra l ly, which · s  baton c h a rged b y  t h e  
po l ice . I n  M a h ra b p u r, wo men b rought ou t  a ra l l y  o n  t h e  
seco nd d a y .  I n  Nawabsha h, t w o  workers vo l u nte e re d  
a rrest .  I n  Digr i ,  t h ree workers were a rrested a n d  i n  
La rkana ,  five workers vo l u nteered a rrest .  I n  Nas i ra ba d ,  a 
b ig ra l l y  was b ro ught  o ut, wh ich  tu rned v io lent  a nd b u r n t  
d own t h e  te lephone exchange.  T o  d isperse t h e  m o b, p o l ice  
f ired tea r gas a n d  a rrested few p roteste rs .  I n  N a us h e h ro 
Feroz,  five worke rs cou rted a rrest; o n  t h e  other  h a n d, a 
loca l l a wyer had a m u rd e r  case registered aga i n st po l i ce  
fo r k i l l i ng o f  five proteste rs .  fn Dau l a tpur, fou r  workers 
vo lu nteered a rrest i n  afternoon,  whi le i n  the even ing  f ive 
m o re wo rke rs p resented themse lves for a rrest.  The 
students  o f  H ingorja H igh Schoo l  b ro ught out. a ra l ly  a nd 
b locked the  Nat iona l  H ighway fo r some t ime .  I n  Ka n d i a ro ,  
five workers were a rrested a fter  lea d i ng a ra l ly,  w h ic h  
ra ised s loga ns aga inst M a rt ia l  Law a nd i n  s u p po rt o f  
democra cy .  I n  Shahda d p u r, fo u r  workers vo l u nteered  
a rre st .  The  S h a h purcha kar  po l ice a rrested n i ne  po l i t ica l 
wo rkers fo r d i s turb ing the law a nd order .  I n  Ta n d o  Ada m ,  
t h ree m o re wo rkers cou rted a rrest a nd i n  Shahdad p u r, t h e  
s i tuat ion  t u rned v io lent  when t h e  p ro-democra cy crowd, 
who had gathered to offe r p rayer fo r the  martyrs o f  t h e  
move m e n t  w a s  attacked b y  the  supporters o f  Z ia  H imayat  
Ta h re e k  and  J a maat- i - l s l a m i .  The po l ice a rrested over 50 
p ro-de mocracy su ppo rte rs . I n  Sujawa l ,  two workers were 
a rrested . I n  M i rp u r  M ath e lo ,  some u n known pe rsons, i n  
the  d a rk ness o f  n ight set fi re to the loca l  b ranch  o f  a 
commerc i a l  b a n k .  The Sukku r  po l ice a rrested sen io r  wr i ter  
and  la wyer Ra heed Bhatt i  i n  a late n ight  ra id  o n  h is h o m e  
a nd s h i fted h im  t o  Sukku r  Centra l  J a i l .  
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Po l i t ica l  p riso ners i n  D istri ct J a i l  Dadu  p rotested aga inst 
the p rison a d m in istrat ion a nd ra ised s logans  da i l y  seve n to  
ten  i n  the  every eve n ing .  L a te r  the  d ist rict poi ice c h ief  he l d  
negot ia t ions  w i th  them a nd  they  e nded the i r  p rotest o n  
t h e  assurance  to a d d ress t h e i r  c o m p l a i nts .  

M o h a m med Sad iq Sha h Sa bzwa ri,  the  ca retaker  of  
Qa l a n d a r  La l  S h a h b a z  shr ine at  Se hwa n ,  the b iggest Sufi 
s h ri ne  in S i ndh  asked t h e  governm ent  to stop the v io lent  
act ions  by pol ice a nd other  l a w  e n fo rcers aga inst the  
peacefu l  p rotesters .  

Ba loch  l eader  M i r  Ghous  Ba k h s h  B izenjo ,  who l eft hosp ita l 
aga inst  the a dvice o f  doctors, to ld  B BC  Rad io  tha t  i n  
v io lat ion of  M a rt i a l  L a w  R eg u la t ions, he  w i l l  a d d ress a 
pub l i c  meet ing n ext day  . • 

I n  M u lta n o n e  worker was a rrested .  

The M i l i ta ry Courts i n  P u nj a b  sta rted sentenc ing  the  M RD 
workers .  I n  · t h is connect ion ,  a S u m m a ry M i l ita ry 
CourtSa rgod ha  sentence d  workers, i nc lud ing  a fo rmer  
m i n ister  fo r o n e  yea r i m priso nm ent  ea ch  a n d  h eavy fi nes  
fo r pa rt ic ipat ing in  the  current  c iv i l  d isobed ience 
movement .  I n  Dera Ghaz i  Kha n ,  t h ree  M RD workers 
sentenced for o n e  yea r  i m pr isonment  each a n d  heavy 
f ines.  M e a nwh i le ,  a M i l i t a ry Court i n  Rawa l p i n d i  sentenced 
th re e  M R D  workers  for one yea r i m prisonment  and ten 
lashes  each fo r ra is ing s loga n s  aga i n st the  government at  a 
busy t h o roughfa re o f  c ity .  

Governor S i n d h  L ieute n a n t  G e n e r a l  S M Abbassi  c l a imed  
that  t h e  M R D  movement  h a d  fa i l ed  i n  S i ndh  a n d  2 50 out  of  
1 600 a rrested workers had  b e i n g  re l e a sed . 

1 9th Day,,,,, l't September: the  sen io r  Ba loch leader  a n d  
Pres ident o f  the  P a k is tan  Nat ion a l  Pa rty, M i r  G h o u s  Bakhsh  
B i zenjo  was  a rrested from t h e  Cha k iwara Lya ri of Karach i, 
where he  had  reached to  a d d ress  a p rotest ra l ly .  E a r l ier ,  
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he s l i pped fro m hospita l to take  part in ongoing p ro 
democracy movement  As  he reached the venue of the ra l ly  
and  meet ing; the peop ie  ga i hered there ra ised s ioga n s  in  
fa vor of  de mocracy and aga inst  the M a rt ia l  Law. As B i zenjo  
started h i s  speech ,  the po l i ce  fired tear  gas she l l s  a n d  
a rrested at  l ea st 1 3  peo ple inc lud ing B izenjo; i n  reta l i a ti o n  
proteste rs t h rew stones, whi le  women t h rew boi l ing w a t e r  
on  pol ice .  F e w  journa l ists were a lso injured in  p o l i c e  
she l l i ng .  I n  Hyderabad ,  seven workers court a rrested a t  
H a i d e r  chowk .  Another  worker w a s  a rrested fo r fo rc ing  
shopkeepers to shut  down the i r  bus i ness .  I n  Ha l a ,  
t hou s ands  of p roteste rs took  out  a ra l ly  a n d  th ree workers 
a fter  a d d ress ing the p roteste rs vo lunteered  the i r  a rrest .  
After  the r a l ly, Hala po l ice a rrestedt h ree and Bhit  S h a h  
Pol ice a rrested two m ore wo rkers for o rgan iz ing t h e  ra l ly .  
I n  Ka nd i a ro,  24  MRD worke rs sta rted the i r  h unger str ike i n  
po l ice lock -up  aga inst t h e  po l ice behavior .  M R D  t a l u ka 
Kand ia ro leadersh i p  a l leged that  the five wo rkers a rrested 
on  27th August from M a h r a b p u r  were m issi ng a nd t h e  
po l ice was n o t  d isc losi ng i n fo rmat ion  about  t h e i r  
whe re abouts .  They fea red  t h a t  they c o u l d  be ha rmed i n  
a ny extra j ud ic i a l  a c t .  I n  t h e  v ic in ity of Kand iaro, a ra l l y  of  
over SO tho usa nd was b rought  out, which on  re ach ing  
Kotri Ka b i r  b locked the  Nat ion a l  H ighway.  Dur ing b lockage 
p roteste rs c l ashed with  po l ice .  Afte rwards the ra l ly m oved 
to Kand ia ro, where seven workers volu nteered t h e i r  
a rrest.  Later, ra l ly  moved t o  Ha lan i ,  where ra l l ies brought  
out  fro m Ha lan i  a n d  M a h ra bpur  a lso jo ined  the ma in  ra l ly. 
O nce aga i n  it  moved to Kand ia ro after b rea king the  
b lockage put  by the po l ice, where  e ight  more  workers 
court a rreste d .  I n  R a n i p u r, a com plete str ike was observed 
and c i t i zens  held a p rotest meet ing ' in the town h a l l  a nd 
condemned the a rrestsof the pol i t ica l workers i n  l a te n ight  
ra ids .  The po l ice fo i l ed an  attem pt of a b u l lock-ca rt ra l ly  in  
K h u h ra,  a nd a r rested few workers.  I n  Kha i rpur, po l i ce  
a rrested brother  a n d  fa ther  of  a peasant  and  a stud e n t  
leaders w he n  t h e y  fa i led t o  a r rest wa nted leaders, d u ri n g  
pre-dawn ra ids  on  the i r  houses .  I n  Sakrand,  t h ree wo rkers 
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courted a rrest near  ra i l way stat ion a n d  i n  S h a h d a d pur, 
t h ree M R D  workers court a rrested .  I n  Dadu, a bout  2 500 
peopie brought oui a ra i iy which c u l m i na ied in the court 
a rrest of two workers; d u ri ng t h is the town was s h u t  down 
fo r fou r  h o u rs .  In  Kha i rpur  Natha n S h a h, two workers were 
a rrested a n d  the  town was shut  d own for two h o u rs 
because of the  p rotest r a l ly.  The loca l pol ice a rrested one  
more journa l ist;  sofa r s i x  journa l i sts had  been  a rrested i n  
D a d u  d istr ict .  I n  Seta Road town, a ra l ly w a s  brought  out,  
which c u l m i nated  i n  �he a rrest of  two workers .  In M e h a rh, 
two workers vo l u nteered  a rrest. In M o ro seven ,  wh i l e  in 
D igr i ,  two workers courted a rrest.  In Thatta two, i n  B a d i n  
t w o  a n d  i n  nea rby v i l lage o f  Qa z ia Wa h,  t w o  wo rkers 
vo lunte e red  a rrest .  I n  Larkana ,  fou r  workers c o u rted 
a rrest.  In  M i rpur  Bathoro, a bout  five h u n d red  peop le  
brought  out  a ra l ly, wh ich  was tea r gas  she l led  a nd baton  
c h a rged by po l i ce .  La ter  seven workers of d iffe rent  a nt i 
government p a rt ies  and  o rga n i za t ions  vol untee red a rrest .  
The Bathoro po l ice a rrested two m ore workc: in ra i d s .  In  
S a k ra nd ,  po l ice  a rrested e ight  M o lvies a ffi l ia ted with  M R D  
com ponent  J U I; they t ried t o  b r i ng o u t  a n  a nt i -gover n m e n t  
ra l ly .  

La h o re based 25  write rs, poets and jou rna l ists i n  a jo in t  
statement  demanded  that  the so lut ion of the c u rrent  cr i s i s  
s h o u l d  b e  exp lo red  with in  the  a s p i ra t ion  of t h e  peop le .  
They sa id  tha t  those respons ib le  fo r inc i t ing vio l e n ce i n  the  
pea ceful  p ro-d e m ocra cy struggle were the  same e le me n ts 
who we re the enemy of the  d emocra cy. Th is  statem e n t  
w a s  s igned by Ustad Da man ,  H a b i b  J a l i b ,  F akh a r  Z a m a n, 
Qatee l  S h ifa i, Akh l aque  Ahmed De h lvi ,  Anwe r Sajj ad ,  A.  
M a sood,  Safd a r  M i r, M u noo B h a i, I .  A. R e h m a n ,  S h a fqat  
Tanveer M i rza ,  N a z i r  Na j i  a n d  others.  

In Rawa lp i nd i , one M R D worker  a t  M u rree Road sho uted 
p ro-de mocra cy s logans  a n dwas wh isked away by  t h e  
po l i ce .  
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Former Punjab Governor, G h u la m  M ustafa Kha r, i n  a 
state ment  issued from London,  welcomed the statement  
by  the  I nd i an  Pr ime M i n ister M rs.  I nd ira Gandh i  a n d  sa id  
that  the state ment had left pos itive i m pa ct on  the peop le  
of Pak i s tan ,  wh ich  was  by no mea ns interfere nce i n  the  
a ffa irs of neighboring coun try, where people were 
struggl ing  for their basic r ight of democracy. He  a lso  
a ppea led to other  world leaders to support the j ust ca use 
fo r the restoration of  d e mocra cy la u nched by the peop le 
of Pak ista n .  Another ex i led leader  J a m  Sad iq  A l i, o n  t h e  
beha l f  of t h e  people of Pakista n,  especia l ly  of S i n d h ,  a lso 
t h a n ked M rs.  G a nd h i .  

Add ressing a jo int press conference, BSO a nd BSO Awa m i  
leaders a nno unced the ir  jo i n i ng t h e  ongoing p ro 
demo cracy movement.  Meanwhi le ,  S indh  Hari Committee 
in  a p ress statement c l a imed that so fa r its 79  worke rs, 
i nc lud ing the Centra l  Vice Pres ident a n d  Ge nera l Secre ta ry 
had  bee n a rrested i n  curre n t  m ovement, t h ree of i ts  
workers had been m a rtyred and 21 others were in jure d .  

T h e  M i l i tary Courts cont in ued t o  sentence the  p ro
democracy workers. I n  th is  rega rd, a court in  Sujawa l  
sentenced three workers for one  yea r  i m prisonment  a n d  
heavy fi nes; they were accused of  ta k ing o u t  a n  a nt i 
government ra l ly on  29th  August .  A Dadu court sentenced 
a worker  to th ree months and a court i n  M i rpur  Bathoro 
sentenced five workers to o ne year i mpriso n m ent,  ten  
lashes each and  fi ne ranging from ten thousa nd rupees to  
three h undred thousand  ru pees.  A M i l i tary C o u rt,  
esta b l ished i ns ide the Kha i rpur  Centra l  J a i l, sentenced ten  
workers for n ine months impriso n m ent a n d  1 5  l a shes  e a ch 
a nd heavy fi ne; they were accused of b ring ing o ut a ra l l y  
and  inst igat ing v io lence.  M i l i tary Court i n  Hydera bad  
sentenced seven workers to one  yea r  i m prisonment  each .  

Mea nwhi le ,  respon d i ng to the appea l  by Beg u m  N usrat  
Bh utto, two government offic ia l s  res igned fro m their  
posts. 
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I n  a h a rd h itti ng ed i tor ia l  t ha t  a ppeared o n  1 '1 Se ptem ber, 
S i n d h i  d a i ly  Aftab Hyderabad ,  seve rely cr i t i c i zed the 
a d m i n istra t ion  fo r the  worse n i ng  law a nd order s i tuat ion  
i n  S i n d h .  The paper  cons idered the  undue  harsh  react ion 
by the  a d m i n i strat ion towa rds the  peaceful  m ovement  the 
pr ime reason for the v io lence in which m a ny i n nocent  l ives 
had been lost .  The newspa per e nded its ed i tori a l  o n  ra i s i ng  
the  q uest io n  ' . . .  Do these  b u re a ucrats wa n t  to  beco me 
" N ia z i ? "  I t  ma y  be reca l l ed  that  G e ne ra l N ia z i  s u rrendered 
to the  I n d i a n  Army after  fa i l i n g  to crush the  peop le o f  
Benga l  i n  1 97 1 .  

The o ffi c i a l  Ansar i  Com miss ion - . reco m m e nded  t he 
government tha t  the  I s l a m ic Consu l ta t ive System shou ld  
be enfo rced i n  the  country a n d  the  head of s ta te  shou ld  be  
ca l led  a s  "Amir ul Momnin" . 

The F ront ier  G overnor  Lt .  Genera l  Faza l  u l  H a q u e  den ied 
that  the government  had in i t i a ted  secret ta lks  w i th  some 
pol i t ica l  pa rties and sa id  that  such meet ings could be  a 
rout ine  process. He rejected the  idea  to convene a n  a l l
p a rt ies round  tab le  confe re nce for the so lu t ion  o f  the 
c u rren t  cr is is . 

O n  the other h a nd,  J a m a a t- i - l s la m i  ch ief  M i a n  Tufa i l  
Ahmed asked G e nera l  Z i a  to  restore the  o ffi c i a l ly 
registered po l i t i ca l  p a rt ies .  

Day 20 . . .  2nd September: I n  Hydera bad,  e ight  workers court 
a rrested o n  two d i ffe re n t  occas ions, l a ter, some  u n known 
protesters pe lted stones  on a c inema h o use  and a 
com merc i a l  b a n k .  I n  H a la ,  three workers courted  a rrest 
a fter  lea d i n g  a ra l ly, t h e  part i ci p a nts ra ised s loga ns  i n  
favor of  democra cy a nd aga inst t h e  m i l i t a ry ru le .  O n  t h e  
other  ha nd,  H a l a  po l i ce a rrested t h ree workers i n  l a te 
n igh t  ra ids  fo r p a rt ic i pa t i ng i n  a n t i-govern m e n t  ra l l ie s .  I n  
Thari M i rwah,  po l ice a rrested fou r  worke rs, w h o  with  
f lower gar lands i n  the ir  necks  were c o m i n g  for court 
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a rrest .  In M a ngho Fak i r  Shar, S i ndh  H a ri Comm ittee 
brought out a ra l ly, which cu lm i na ted on  burn ing e ffigies 
of Ge nera l  Z ia and US P res ident  Rega n a n d  the US f lag. As 
po l ice baton charged the  ra l ly, protesters at tacked the  
po l ice by  snatch ing  the i r  st icks, five pol ice offic ia ls  and  
two protesters inju red in  these c lashes .  I n  Kha irpur, two 
workers court a rrested .  In Moro, e ight M R D workers court 
a rrested .  On  the a ppea l  of DSF,  M oro town was shut  down 
in  protest against the  a t rocit ies of  the law enforcing 
agenc ies .  In  Kha irpur N a t h a n  Shah, a bout  a thousa nd 
p rotesters brought out  a ra l ly, which cu lm inated o n  the  
court a rrest of n i ne  M R D  workers .  

Po l i ce cond ucted l a te n ight  ra ids on  d i ffere nt  v i l lages in  
the  v ic in i ty of  Sa k ra nd a nd a rrested few people  for 
part ic ipat ing i n  a n t i -government  ra l l ies .  

The po l ice a rrested three M R D workers in  Kha i rpur  Na than  
S h a h, where s i x  e lected counc i lors a lso resigned from t h e ir 
o ffices. I n  M e ha rh, po l ice fo i led the attempt to b ring o ut a 
ra l ly .  Two workers were a rrested in  Shahdadpur, t h ree in  
Ta ndo Adam,  a n d  fo ur  i n  La rka na .  The  po l ice used tear  gas  
to  d isperse t he ra l ly .  I n  Pano  Aqi l ,  over fifty tho usa nd  
peo p l e  bro ught out  a ra l ly a n d  b locked the  Na t iona l  
H ig hway which stopped the flow of traffic to P u njab .  The  
pol ice resorted to  ba ton  charge a n d  tea r  gas  she l l i ng  to  
d isperse the  mob .  The a rmy was  ca l led i n  when po l ice 
fa i led  to contro l  the  s i t ua ti o n i n  the city.  17  people were 
i nj u re d in  fir ing by a rmy wh i le a nother twelve were 
a rrested.  The p rotesters pe l ted stones on  both the pol ice 
and m i l i tary .  In  Kashm or, peasa nts and  wo rkers brought 
out  a ra l l y  and  sto n ed the  government i n sta l l a t ions 
i nc lud ing te lephone excha nge, ba nks and  the  pol ice 
sta t ion .  To d isperse the protesters po l ice used baton 
charge a nd tear  gas she l l i ng; fo ur  proteste rs were i njured, 
whi le  a nother  e ight  a rrested .  
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I n  U bavro, a ra l ly was b rought  out  a nd four  of the 
part i c ipa nts  offe red the i r  a rrest but  pol ice refused to take 
them i n to custody.  The ra i iy reached o n  the Nat ion a l  
H ighway a n d  b locked t h e  traffic flow. A written  message 
by S i n d h  H a ri Co m m ittee P res ident ,  Comrade  G h u l a m  
Rasool  Sah ito, w h o  ha d  pol ice warra nts  aga i nst  h im, was 
read out in the  r a l ly .  I n  Sukkur, fo ur  workers courted 
arrest, wh i l e  a fifth was a rrested by the po l i ce  fo r ra i s ing  
sloga ns aga i n st t he gove rnment .  M e a nwh i le ,  po l ice 
a rrested few lawyers a fter  the ir  a n nouncement  of br ing ing 
out a ra l ly o n  Septem ber3rd .  In  Kotr i, a ra l ly  wa s 
o rga n ized,  which c u l m i n a ted  with the  a rrest of two 
workers.  

In Ka rach i ,  two M R D  workers courted a rrest at h isto r i ca l  
Ram Bagh ( re n a med a s  Ara m  Bagh a fter  pa rt i t ion ) ,  e a rl i e r  
both the  workers were m isha nd led  by  the  po l ice a nd 
workers of Z ia  H i mayat  Ta h ree k .  I n  Thatta,  two workers 
courted a rrest a fter  l e a d i ng a ra l ly a nd a d d ress ing the  
pu b l i c .  I n  Sujawa l ,  tw o  workers courted a rrest .  

In  Dadu, a u n i fo rm ed  po l i ce  const a b le M u m t a z  A l i, buck le  
n u m be r  1 1 62 ,  req uested the  fe l low po l i ce  offi c i a l s  to  
a rrest h im  as he wa nted to respond to the  a ppea l  by 
Begum Nusrat B h utto � government  e m ployees to ta ke 
p a rt in the on  going pro-democra cy move m ent .Hydera bad  
pol ice a rrested t h ree  m u n i c ipa l counc i lo rs who had 
resigned ;  same po l i ce  a rrested a b l ind begga r, who ra ised 
s loga ns  in favor of  B hutto.  
t 
I n  Hyd e ra ba d, a n  i nterest ing s i tuat ion  e m e rged when 
pol ice baton c h a rged a funera l  p rocession,  t h i n k i ng i t  was  
a M RD ra l ly .  The pa rt i c i pa nts of fu nera l  su rrounded the  
loca l po l i ce sta t i on  a nd p rotested . 

The Ka n d i a ro pol ice severely tortured  the  e ight M R D  
worke rsat the loca l  po l ice stat ion,  who h a d  vo l u nteered  
a rrest a day  ear l i e r .  
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S i ndh i  Ad a b i  Sangat  co ndemned the  a rrest of Rasheed 
Bha tt i ,  short  story write r and  fo rmer  Secreta ry G enera l of  
the  Sa nga t a n d  dema nded h i s  i m m ediate re lease .  

On  the a ppea l  of t he  World Fed e rat ion  of  Trade  U n ions, a 
World Peace Day was commemorated by the  Pa k ista n 
Trade  U n ion Federat ion in  Ka ra ch i ,  whe re l eaders 
demanded ' t he resto ra t ion of const itut iona l  ru le  a nd 
de mocracy in  the  country .  They rejected the  not ion  of  t h e  
ru lers, la be l ing t h e  movement  i n  S i n d h  a s  secess ion ist  a n d  
ca l led i t  a movem ent o f  t h e  working c lass .  

Me a nwh i le,  many a rrested leaders of the  M R D  in t h e i r  
messages a n d  c;tatem e n ts from d i fferent  p risons,a ppea led  
to the ma sse� to  i n tensify t h e ir m ove ment  fo r t h e  
restorat ion of democracy.  

M o re e lected m u n ic ipa l  counc i lors res igned ;  fro m 
Hyd e ra bad e ight,  Sa ngh a r  twelve, Tha rpark: . e leven,  M o ro 
th i rty-two, Kha i rpur  t h ree, Tando Mohammed Kha n o n e  
a n d  in  Shahdadpur  s i x  of t h e m  resigned .  

I n  Lahore, the  MRD president of ne igh boring d ist r ict  Kasu r 
co urted a rrest i n  t he  p resence of a b ig  mob .  

Add ressing fl press confe re nce,  t he  Lahore D istr ict  B a r  
Associa t io n  Presiden t  M ansoor M a l i k  a n nounced t h a t  a l l 
Ba r  Assoc iat ions i n  Punj a b  province wi l l  observe a token  
str ike fo r t h ree hours on  Septem be r  3 rd ,  i n  so l ida r ity w i th  
the  ongo ing M R D  struggl e .  

Mea nwhi le  the  Defe nse Mi n ister  i n  Z i a  cab i net ,  M i r  A l i  
A h m e d  Ta l p u r  wh i le  ta l k ing t o  journa l i sts  i n  Ka ra ch i ,  once 
aga i n  a l leged that few S i nd h i  l and lords were i nst igat ing 
common people for ag i tat ion b ut the government  wi l l  t a ke 
'measures' to respond  to th i s  consp i racy. 

Day 21,,, 3'd September: a l thoug h  many  c i t ies  of  S i ndh  
observed com p le te str ike but  the  day  p roved to be  a 
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b loody  o ne  fo r M o ro .  S i n ce morn ing  M o ro observed a shut  
do wn  o n  the a p pea l  of  M R D a nd  d i ffe re n t  groups of ma le  
and  fe m a l e  st ude nts came out  o n  the roads and  ra ised 
s loga ns aga i nst  the Z ia  govern ment .  

A ra l l y  o f  ove r five thousa n d  women sta rted from v i l l age 
New Ja to i ,  t h e  a n cestor v i l lage of  P P P  l eader  G h u l a m  
M ustafa Ja to i ,  whose aged m o t h e r  w a s  lead i ng t h e  ra l ly .  
The  ra l l y was  sto pped by the po l i ce  at  the ra i lwa y cross ing 
from e nter ing  the  M o ro town, wh ich  a ntagon ized the 
peop le a nd c l ashes  e rupted . The pol ice f ired tea r gas she l l s  
to d isperse the  m o b .  Later, the m a le pa rt ic i pa nts 
reta l i a ted with  l ive f i r i ng  which resu l ted i n  the death of 
e ight a n d i nj u r i ng of  over a dozen po l ice offic i a l s  i n c l u d ing 
the d istr ict  po l ice ch ie f. The proteste rs sna tched  the  
o ffic ia l a rms  and  a m m u n it ion  fro m the po l ice offi c i a l s .  The 
m o b  set on fire the po l ice veh ic les .  In po l ice fi r ing  m a ny 
p roteste rs were a lso k i l l ed .  Next day  newspapers put  t h is 
n u mb e r  fro m n i n e  to twe nty, w h i l e  over one  h u n d red  
p roteste rs,  i n c l ud i ng  wo m e n  were i nj u red,  who were 
s h ifted to the C iv i l  Hosp ita l Nawa bsha h ,  where e m e rgency 
v · -i s  de c l a red and wa rds were vacated . Beca use of  c l a shes,  
the  N a t i o n a l  H ighwa y, connect i ng S i n d h  with  the  rest  of 
cou nt ry was b locked fo r m a n y  ho u rs .  

After  these  i n c i de nts ,  the po l ice was with d rawn a nd Army 
was brought  in  M oro, wh ich m isbe haved with  not  o n ly the 
co m m o n  peop le  but  reported ly  a l so with po l ice o ffi c ia ls ,  
who i n  p rotest t h reatened to res ig n .  The offic ia l ha ndout  
a d m itted death  of  fo u r  po l i ce  offi c i a ls but  d id not  m e nt ion  
th e  casua l t ies  of t h e  p rotesters .  The po l i t i c a l  c i rc les  a n d  
loca l j o u rn a l ists p u t  t h e  c iv i l i a n  death  casua l ti es t o  2 1 .  The 
po l ice registe red a case with F I R  no.  184 of  1983 • r nder  
M L R 9 , 1 3 , 14 ,  M LO 77 a nd Pa k ista n Pe n a l  Code secti ons  
302 ,  307 ,  353 ,  3 95, 397, 148, 149 ,  188 a nd 436  aga i nst 
G h u la m  M u rtaza  Ja to i, M o h a m med Bakhsh  J a to i ,  Dodo 
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Bh att i ,  Sha mu  Kora i ,  Ka r im Bakhsh  Jato i , B i l oo Khoso,  Abdu 
Chand io ,  M a l ha r  Cha nd io ,  Nabu a l i a s  Nawa b Khoso,  Rah im  
Bakhsh  Siya i, Kha l i d  Ba khsh  Abro, Gu i  M o h a m m ed, U s m a n  
Kora i ,  Yo u n us Kora i ,  E s s a  Kora i ,  H us sa i n  Khoso,  F a i z  
M o h a m med Khoso,  E s s a  Khoso,  I m a m  Bakhsh  Bur i ro, 
S i ka nder  Kora i ,  G h u l a m  Qa d i r  Loond,  Shafi M o h a m med,  
M u rad Bh ayo, Sah ib  K h a n  Khoso, U s m a n, Dhan i  B a k h sh 
M a khan i ,  Arbab Awa i ,  Ahmed P iya ro Cha n d io,  Hussa i n  
D h a n i  Bakhsh ,  Abdu l l a h  M ajho,  Abdu l  Satta r M ajho,  
G h u l a m  Rasool  Charh iyo,  A l i  Nawaz Khoso ,  Da rya K h a n  
Khoso,  N aza r  Khoso,  G h u l a m  R a z a  K h o s o  a n d Raj 
M o h a m med phu l .  

I n  Hydera bad ,  s ix  M R D workers courted a rres t .  I n  Ha l a ,  
t h ree workers court a rrested after  l ead ing  a nd a d d ress ing 
a ra l ly of thousands  of p rotesters .  H a l a o b s e rved a 
comp lete s t r i ke, where the governm ent  offices  a lso 
rema ined c losed . In New Saeeda bad ,  h igh school s tudents  
b ro ught  a ra l l y  aga i nst  the governm ent  a n d b locked the  
Nat iona l H ighway fo r somet i m e .  M ea nwhi le ,  t he  Sh i t  S h a h  
po l ice twice ra ided t.he trad it io n a l  poetry rec i ta t io n 
sess ion at the s h ri ne  of Sha h Lat i f  a n d  a rrested few 
d isc ip les .  In the 350 years  long h i s tory of the sh r i ne  it  was  
fo r the fi rst t i m e  tha t  a po l ice ra id  was  conducted h e re .  

Sanghar  observed a comp lete s t r i ke .  I n  K h i pro ,  fo u r, i n  
N a u a b a d  town two a n d at  the  h i s tor i ca l  M a kh i F o rest ,  five 
workers cou rted a rre s t .  In Ta nde Ada m,  fo u r  workers were 
a rrested . I n  S ha hp urc h a k a r, s tudents  of the  h igh schoo l  
b rought  out  a ra l ly a nd p rotested aga i n st the  a rrest of  one  
of the i r  teachers .  Po l ice ba ton  cha rged the  ra l l y  i n  front  of  
loca l po l i ce stat ion .  Sa k ra nd,  o bserved · a com plete str ike 
a n d a whee l  jam.  Po l ice a rrested two workers  who i n  a 
ra l ly were com i ng to  vo l u nteer  t h e i r  a rrest .  A powerfu l 
b l ast  i n  ea r ly hours of the  day was  hea rd i n  La rka n a ,  
howeve r no  da mage was  re ported . T h e  s tudents  o f  
C h a n d k a  M e d i c a l  Co l lege Larka na  boycotted the i r  c l a sses  
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a nd b ro ught  o ut a ra l ly i n  s u p p o rt o f  M R D, p o l ice a rrested 
27 stude nts  who were try ing to e n fo rcea boycott i n  o ther  
ed ucat i o n a l  i n s t i tu tes .  Mea nwh i l e ,  t h ree fVi R D workers i n  
the  prese n ce of  a b ig c rowd o ffered vo l u n ta ry a rrest i n  a 
b u sy a rea o f  La rka n a .  K h u h ra obse rved a co m p le te st r i ke  
and a jo int  ra l ly o f  po l i t ica l workers,  l a bo rers and s tudents  
was b ro ught  o ut wh ich  c u l m in a ted i n  t he  a r rest of  t h ree  
wo r ke r s .  Comp lete s t ri ke was a lso observed i n  Dad u  a nd to  
a n d  f r o  p u b l i c  t ra nsport  ca m e  to a sta nds t i l l .  I n  K h a i r p u r  
N a t h a n  Sh.ah ,  where a co m p l ete s t r i ke w a s  o bserved, ove r 
ten  thousa n d  peop le  b ro ught out  a ra l ly a n d  offe red 
p raye rs fo r the  m a rtyrs o f  t he  move ment .  The ra l l y  
c u l m i nated  wi th  the  a rrest o f  five wo rkers .  I n  M e h a rh ,  
over  five thousa nd  peop le  b roug h t  o u t  a ra l l y  a n d  o ffe red 
p rayers fo r the m a rtyrs; po l i ce  a rrested t h ree pe rso n s  
i n c l ud i ng t h e  mo lvi w h o  l e d  t h e  p rayer .  

I n  K a ra c h i, i n  the  p resence o f  l a rge c rowd,  two M R D  
workers cou rted a rrest . I n  B a d i n , a com p lete s t ri ke  was 
o bserved,  where t ra d e  cente rs,  fa ctor ies  a n d  o t h e r  
bus i ness we re sh ut  d o w n .  A l thoug h  l oca l  a d m i n is t ra t i on  
t r i e d  fo rci ng the peop le  to o p e n  t h e i r  da i l y  bus i nesses bu t  
t he y  met  w i t h  no success .  I n  Ta n d e  Bago,  a com plete  s t r i ke  
was observed and  o n  t h e  refusa l  to  o pe n  the  b us i nesses by  
the  o wne rs, the  loca l  a d m i n is t ra t io n sea l e d  few shops  a n d  
resta u ra nts .  I n  Pano  Aq i l ,  a com p lete s t r i ke w a s  o bserved 
and a b ig ra l l y  was b rought out l ed by  the  loca l l e ade rs o f  
S i n d h  H a ri Com m ittee . I n  h i s  m essage f rom h i d ing,  read  
out  a t  the  ra l ly, Comm ittee P res ident  G h u l a m  Rasoo l  
Sa h ito dema nded  i m me d ia te  e le ct i o n s  and  t r ansfe r of  
powe r t o  t he  peop les' re p resentat ives .  The p a rt i c i pa nts  of  
t he  r a l l y  b locked Nat iona l  H ighways and  on  the  ba ton  
cha rge and  t e a r  gas s h e l l i ng by the  po l ice ,  t hey snatched  
st icks f rom the  po l i ce o ffi c i a l s  and  h i t  them back, wh ich  
fo rced the  po l ice to  f lee .  As the  s i tua t ion  we nt  out  of  
cont ro l  o f  the  po l i ce,  the  Pa ra -m i l i ta ry fo rce Pak ista n 
Ra ngers was ca l l ed  from t h e  nea rby c i ty o f  S u k k u r, w h i c h  
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used heavy tear  gas she l l i ng a n d ; nju red n ine  p rotesters 
and  a rrested e leven part ic ipa nts of t he  ra l l y .  

I n  O bavro, a ra l ly was brought  out  fro m K u m mo n  Shaheed ,  
the border  po int between  S indh  · a n d Punjab .  After  
m a rc h i ng fo r t h i rteen m i les, the  ra l ly reached Obavro 
town, where po l ice re fused to a rrest the  worke rs, who 
i n te n d e d  to jo in  the i r  c o m rades  i n  pr i so n .  I n  Dhark i  and 
M i rpur  M a t h e lo,  S indh H a ri Co m m ittee leader  M a n d h a l  
S h a r  l e d  the  ra l ly, ca rry i ng the  po rtra its  of  B e n a z i r  B h utto 
and J a m  S a q i  and bu rn t  the eff ig ies of Genera l Zia .  The 
po l ice resorted to baton  c h a rge and a rrested fo u r  
protesters .  

I n  Thar"i M i rwah ,  SHC brought out a ra l l y  and ra ised s loga ns  
aga i nst the  m i l i ta ry ru l e  a m idst  a comp lete str ike;  po l i ce 
d ispersed the  ra l l y  wi th  the use of bato n  c h a rge.  A 
comp lete  str ike was a l so o bserved i n  Ka n d h kot,  K a ra m p u r, 
Bakhs h a p u r, Lakh i  G h u l a m  Shah ,  Dhahrk i ,  Shahdad  kot,  
G a r h i  Kha i ru ,  Fa iz G u nj, Kotr i  Ka b i r, Kc:.shmor, Ha l an i ,  
M o hab a t  De ro, New J a to i ,  J h o k  Sha reef, Naushehro Feroz ,  
Da rbe lo ,  Sanghar  and other  s'ma l l  a nd b ig  towns across 
S ind h .  

I n  Kashmor, a ra l l y  was b rought  out  wh i ch was baton 
cha rged a n d  tear  gas she l led  by the  .Po l ice .  I n  reta l i a t ion, 
p roteste rs pe l ted sto nes  o n  po l i ce ,  ba n ks a n d  the  
govern ment  offi ces .  M i rp u r  M a the lo  po l i ce  a rrested 
f ifteen po l i t i ca l  a n d  peasa nt  workers .  I n  s t r i ke h i t  c ity of 
K h a i r p u r, a ra l l y  by s tudents  was brought out wh ich  
c u l m i n ated i n  t he a rrest of two stude nts.  Ra n i p u r, · 
o bserved a str ike o n  the  th i rd  con t i n ued d ay.  The po l i ce i n  
t h e  p rese n ce o f  the  A r m y  fo rcefu l l y  p u l led  d o w n  f lags o f  
t h e  PP P, ho isted on  the  ro ofs o f  houses a nd shops:  

In  Ka n d i a ro, two workers  were · a rrested after  lead i ng a 
ra l ly ;  t he prev ious  n ight po l i ce cond ucted a ra id  to  a rrest a 
loca l M RD leader  but  fa i l ed  i n  i t s  m iss io n .  I n  La kha  Road,  

. 

another  s ix  workers courted a rrest after l ead i ng  a ra l ly .  A 
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ra l ly  o f  over two thousa nd  peop le  was b rought  out fro m 
P i r  S ad i q  Stat ion ,  wh ich reached  at  P a d - E d a n, w h e re five 
workers c o u rt a rrested .  On t h e  other  h a nd,  po l i ce  
conducted  l a te n ight  ra ids  on  t he ho uses of d i ffe rent  
oppos i t ion  l eaders but a l l  l ead e rs who  ha d  so fa r not been 
a rrested went  i nto h i d i ng to o rga n ize the move m e nt . I n  
G h otk i ,  p o l ice a rrested two of  a g ro u p  of  p rotesters, who 
we re t ry ing  to damage gove rn ment  property .  I n  S u k k u r, 
po l i ce a rrested a loca l  P P P  l ea der  on  the  c h a rges of  
d ist u rb i n g  the  l aw  a nd  ord e r  sit uat ion  a n d  vio l a t i ng  the  
M a rt i a l  Laws regu la t ions .  

In  a s tatement  issued fro m the sub -j a i l  B a d i n ,  M R D  
workers  d isc losed tha t  a t  d i ffe re n t  p l aces i n  t h e  d istr ict ,  
po l ice had est a b l i shed tort u re c e l l s  where i n h u m a n  tortu re 
had  bee n u n leas hed on the  a rrested workers  to b re a k  
d o w n  t h e i r  sp i r i t .  

In  La h o re,  t he  Vice P res ident  of  the Nat iona l  Pa rty 
a n n o u nced tha t  he was court ing a rrest a n d a fter  c l i m b i ng 
the  rooftop o f  a bu i l d i ng, he  ra ised s loga ns  a ga i nst t h e  
m i l i t a ry ru l e .  T h e  po l i ce w a s  a b l e  to a rrest h i m  a fter  l o n g  
effo rts. 

On  the a ppea l of  the i r  re p resentat ive bod ies,  l a wyers a l l  
ove r t h e  count ry boycotted the  co u rt p roceed ings a n d  
took  o u t  ra l l i es .  I n  Ka rach i ,  ove r o n e  h u n d red  l awyers 
brought  out  a ra l l y, l ed  by  the  K a ra c h i  B a r  Associ a t ion  
Pres ident  Abd u l  Hafeez La k h o .  The l awyers reached  a t  
Sess ion  Co u rt a fter  cross ing the  ba rr icades e rected by  t h e  
po l i ce .  

Hydera bad  B a r  Assoc ia t ion  convened  a p rotest meet ing, 
c h a i red by the Bar P res i dent  a nd d e m a nded  acceptance o f  
a l l  t he  d e m ocrat ic  d e m ands  o f  M RD .  A b l a ck  f lag was 
ho isted o n  the  Assoc iat ion  o ff ice . The Assoc iat ion  
boycotted the  court p rocee d ings and  i n  a p rotest meet ing 
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demanded  the resto ra t ion  of the const i tut ion ,  conduct i ng  
genera l  e le ct ions  a n d  re lease of a l l  po l i t i ca l  pr isoners .  

I n  Sukkur, seven la wye rs were a rrested before the ra l ly 
cou ld  be brought out .  The po l i ce  cordoned -off a l l  roa ds  
and  streets lea d i ng to the j u d i c i a l  comp lex .  Kha ipur  Ba r 
Assoc i a t io n convened a protest meet ing  after  boycott of 
the court p roceed i ngs. 

Jo in t  meet ing  of the Peshawar H ig h  Court Bar Assoc iat ion 
a nd Pesha w a r  D istr ict  Ba r  Assoc i a t ion  was add ressed by 
the lawyer l eaders a n d demanded  the end  of M a rt i a l  Law 
and restorat ion  of dem ocracy.  They a n nou nced that S i n d h  
was n o t  a l o ne i n  the  strugg le a n d  t h e  w h o l e  country was 
sta nd ing  with the  people of S ind h .  

I n  Lahore, over 1200 lawyers took  o u t  a ra l ly, led b y  M rs .  
Ta lat  Yaqoob and  boycotted the  court p roceed i ngs.  

On the o ther  ha nd ,  the m i l i ta ry courts cont in ued 
pron ounce -ment  of  sentences on po l i t i ca l  workers .  In  
Hydera bad ,  S u m m a ry M i l it a ry Co u rt no .  20 sentenced 
seven workers fo r one  year  i m p r is o n m e n t  each  fo r ta k i ng 
out a ra l ly o n  17th  August i n  . Hyderaba d .  I n  Thatt a ,  
Summary M i l i ta ry Court  pronounced sente nces o f  o n e  year  
impriso nme n t ,  10  lashes  and  fifty t h o usand  rupees fi neto 
each  of the fi ve workers and one year  i m p rison m e n t, 10  
l ashes and  twe nty t housand rupees fi ne each to two 
workers .  They  were a ccused of t a k i ng out  a ra l ly  o n  30  
August i n  M i rpur  Bathoro .  

M i l i ta ry Court Sanghar, sente nced  two workers fo r s ix  
months  each ,  M i l i t a ry Court Dadu ,  sente nced a fo rmer  
Asse m b ly member  fo r one  year  i m pr i sonment  a n d f ine of  
five h u n d red t housand rupees,  s a m e  court pronounced 
sentences of  i m pr isonment  fi ne two seve n workers .  

M i l i t a ry Court Sukkur  sentenced two wo rkers fo r 
impriso n m e n t  a n d  re leased fo u r  o t h e rs .  
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On t he a p pea l of M R D, the  e l ected 1 · · 1 n ic i pa l  cou nc i lo rs 
cont i nued  resign ing  a n d  i n  t h is rega rd, i n  Hyde ra bad  
d i st r ic t  3 1  such res ignati o ns were  s u b m i tt ed .  

I s sua n ce o f  t h e  p ress sta t e m e nts b y  t h e  leaders a n d  
workers from p ri sons  con t i n ued,  ' wh ich  sh owed the  
lo.ose n i n g  g r i p  of  the a d m i n i st ra t i o n .  

O n  the  other  h a nd ,  G e n e ra l  Z i a ,  wh i l e  d epa rt i ng fo r J e d d a h  
fro m I st a n b u l , t o l d  jou rna l i s ts  t h a t  a part ic u l a r  po l i t i ca l 
pa rty was re sponsi b le  for l a w  a nd o rd e r  s i tua t i o n i n  ve ry 
few a reas  of S i nd h  but  _t he  s i tua t ion  was fi rm ly  u n d e r  
contro l  of  t he  gove r n m e n t .  Th e G overnor of  S i n d h ,  w h i l e  
a d d ress i ng the  ha nd -p icked p rov inc i a l  consu ltat ive co u n c i l  
m e m b e rs i n  Karach i  t o l d  t h a t  so fa r 6 5 0  persons h a d  
cou rted a rrest wh i l e  o ther  1 345 had be i ng a rrested fo r 
d ist u r b i ng t he  l aw a nd order .  H e  p ut the figu re of k i l l ed 
p rotesters as  19 i nc l ud i ng  t h ree po l ice offi c i a l s  and sa id  
tha t  126  i n c l ud i ng  31  po l ice and  l a w  e nfo rc i ng offi c i a l s  had  
been  i nj u re d .  

T h e  i nte rna t iona l  med ia too k i n te rest i n  t h e  s i tuat ion  i n  
S i n d h  a nd co rrespon d e n ts o f  B ri t i sh  da i l ies Te legra ph  a n d  
Lo n do n  O bserve r a n d BBC  R a d io v is i ted Da d u  a n d met  loca l  
jou rna l ists  a n d p o l it i ca l  a ct iv ists  a t  loca l  p ress c l u b .  

Day 22  . . . . 41h SeptemberArmy co n t i n ued i t s  m a rc h  i n  M oro, 
whe re the p revious day had w i tnessed b loodshed . The 
a rrested peop le  were bad ly  t o rt u red but t he  fo rces cou ld  
not  recover the  offic i a l  a rm s  a nd a m m u n it ion  i n c l u d ing  
r if le a nd mach ine  gun .  The I n s pe ctor  G e n e ra l  of S i ndh  
Po l i ce  a n n o u nced twe n ty thousa nd  rupees  each  to the  
gr ieved fa m i l ies  o f  the  k i l l ed  p o l ice offi c i a l s  i n c l ud i ng  
I n spector  M a l i k  Bash i r  J a tt ,  Consta b les  M o ha m med 
I b ra h i m  Lasha r i ,  A l i  Nawaz ,  R o s h a n  A l i , A i tbar  a n d G h u l a m  
Akba r .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s i x  m o re po l ice offi c i a l s  o f  M o ro 
Po l i ce  S ta t io n refused to pe rfo rm  d uty after  the  k i l l ing  o f  
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the i r  co l leagues . The M R D leadersh ip  wh i le conde m n i ng 
th i s  i n c ident  t h rough press st atements accused the po l ice 
offic ia ls of  us i"ng baton cha rge and tear gas she l l i ng  on a 
peacefu l  women ra l ly, wh ich a ntago n ized the peop le .  

I n  rea ct ion  to  the prev ious  d a y's  po l i ce ac t ion  aga i n st the  
peaceful  women ' s  ra l ly, the res idents of M it h i a n i  a nd 
sur ro u n d i ng v i l lages brought out  a p rotest ra l l y  a n d  
ma rched towa rds Naushehro Feroz .  The reside nts  o f  the 
v i l lages o n  the  way a l so jo i ned the ra l ly, wh ich  c l a shed 
with the po l i ce and  other  law e nfo rcers .  After  negot ia t ions  
between offi c i a l s  and  proteste rs, i t  was  m utua l ly dec ided 
that  on ly  those protesters wou ld  be a r rested whose n a m es 
were a l ready dec la red fo r cou rt i ng a rrest a n d  seven p ro
dem ocracy workers offe red the i r  a rrests.  Late r, one  of  the 
a rrested workers lost  h i s  young son wh i le  he was 
i m p ri soned .  

I n  Ka ra c h i ,  two worke_rs court a rrested in  t h e  presence of 
h u n d reds of  the i r  suppo rte rs, which d i stu rbed the t raff ic  
f low fo r somet ime .  I n  Hydera bad,  f ive wo rke rs vo l un tee red 
a r rest , i n  Kha i r pur  Nathan  Shah  fou r, in Meha rh, two wh i l e  
in Seta R o a d  two workers vo lu nteered a rrests.  

In Kand ia ro, sepa rate ra l l ies of men and wo men  were 
b rought  o u t .  The women ra l ly b u rnt  the effigy o f  Genera l  
Z i a  and  peacefu l l y  d i spersed, wh i l e  a t  the c u l m i na t ion  o f  
the  ma le  ra l l y  seven workers vo lunteered a rrests. W i th  
these a rrests, a tota l of 109  workers of t a l uka Ka n d i a ro 
had been a rrested so fa r .  

Kha i rpu r  observed a com plete s t r i ke and t h ree wo rkers 
court  a rrested in  Kha i rpur  M i rs, i n  Th ar i  M i rwah e ight  
worke rs vo lunteered a r rests after  l ead ing a ra l l y  of  over 
th ree thousand  peop le .  I n  H a l a ,  t h ree workers courted 
a rrest aft e r  lead i ng a b ig p rotest r a l ly .  In  Sujawal ,  s i x  
wo rkers cou rted a rrest a fter  lead ing  a ra l ly, wh ich  was  
d ispe rsed by the po l ice w i th  the use of  tea r gas she l l i ng .  
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I n  G hotk i, S i n d h  H a r i  Co m m ittee (SHC )  a nd  J a m ia t - i - U l a m a 
l s l a m  b rought  out  a j o i n t  r a l l y  a n d  m a rched t h rough t h e  
c ity .  S H C  b ro u ght o u t  a n o t h e r  ra i iy  i n  Kas h m o re, w h i c h  was 
at tacked by po l i ce a n d  Pak i sta n Ra ngers with baton  c h a rge 
and  te a r  gas she l l i ng bu t  p rotesters broke the co rdon  a n d  
entere d  t he  town.  T h e  p rotesters th rew stones o n  
gove r n m e nt off ices a n d  t r ied to s e t  on f ire the  te lephone  
exchange a t  N a z i r  Abbass i  Chowk  ( N a m e d  d u ri ng the  ra l ly, 
a fte r the m a rtyred Com m u n ist stude nts' l eader ) .  Seven 
p e rsons  i n c l u d i ng two po l i ce  offi c i a l s  were i nj u red d u ri ng 
c l a shes .  The po l i ce a rrested t h i rteen p rotesters . · 

I n  P a n o  Aq i l ,  peasa nts  a n d  po l i t i ca l  a ct iv ist  brought  out  a 
r a l l y  a nd sat- in  on Na t iona l  H ighway fo r t h ree h o u rs, 
resu l ted in s toppage of t ra ff ic  flow to the rest of  c o u n t ry 
i n c l u d ing Punj a b .  The p o l ice a n d  rangers reso rted to baton  
c h a rge a nd tea r gas she l l i ng, i n  ret a l i a t ion  the p roteste rs 
t h rew stones a nd at tacked l aw enfo rcers w i th  st icks 
i nj u ri ng t wo po l i ce  consta b les  a n d  a Ra ngers i ns pector .  In  
c la shes, over  one h u n d red  p rotesters were i nj u red a n d  
t h i rteen  were a rrest e d .  T h e  p rotesters b u rnt e ffig ies o f  
G e n e ra l  Z i a  a n d  U S  P res ident  a n d  the  US f lag .  I n  Dha rk i ,  a 
ra l ly o f  peasa nts a n d  po l i t i ca l workers t u rned into a p u b l i c  
meet i ng, w h i c h  w a s  at tacked b y  the  po l ice w i t h  b a t o n s  a n d  
t e a r  gas  s he l l i ng ,  p rotesters reta l i a ted w i t h  sto nes .  Two 
wor k e rs vo l u nteered t h e i r  a rrests .  

In La rka n a ,  two wo rkers cou rted a rrest .  I n  M ith i an i ,  a m idst  
a co m p lete  sh utdown,  over  five thousand  peo p l e  brought  
o u t  a r a l l y  a nd ra i sed  s l oga ns  aga inst  the  gove r n m e nt a n d  
ho isted P P P  f lag o n  loca l p o l ice sta t i o n .  

I n  N a u s h e h ro Feroz,  thousa n d s  of  m a rchers b rought  ,o u t  a 
ra l ly a n d afte r  a d d ress ing the  ra l ly, e ight wo r k e rs were 
a r reste d .  I n  Thar i  M i rwa h,  po l ice took i n to custody 
c a retaker  of a loca l  D a rga h on c h a rges of  i nst iga t ing  h is  
fo l l owers for  a nt i -gove rn m ent  act iv i t ies .  
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A S indh  based pro-Ch ina  Soc ia l i st gro up Awa m i  Ta h re e k  
a n no u nced t h a t  its 29  worke rs were be ing a rrested in  t he  
fi rst twenty-days o f  the  c iv i i  d isobed ience moveme n t .  i n  
Se hwan  and  Sujawa l ,  few Z ia  H i mayat  Ta h reek  workers 
jo ined M R D move ment  a fter  q u itt i ng the i r  orga n i sa t ion .  

On  the  other  s ide subm iss ions  of  resignat ionsby the  
m u nic i pa l posts con t i nued .  I n  Sanghar  and  Kh i pro fifty a n d  
in  K a n d h ra two coun c i lo rs on  the  a p pea l  of  M R D resigned 
fro m the i r  e lected off ices .  

In  M uzafa rgarh of Southern P u njab ,  a fo rmer asse mb ly  
m em ber court a rrested a fter  a d d ress ing the  p u b l i c .  

T h e  m i l ita ry cou rts cont i n ued sentenc ing  the  po l it i ca l 
workers and  i n  th is rega rd, a M i l it a ry Court in  Dadu ,  
sentenced ten worke rs of im pr iso n ment ,  l as hes a n d  fi ne .  
They  were a ccused of  confronti ng the  po l i ce  o n  30th 
August in  K h a i rp u r  Nathan Sha h, d u r ing wh ich  a p roteste r 
was k i l led in the pol ice f i r ing .  A M i l i t a ry Court i n  K h a i r p u r  
sentenced n i n e  workers to  n ine  month  i m priso n m e nt,  t en  
lashes a nd f ifteen thousand rupees f ine each .  Afte r  t h e  
a n n o uncement  of sent-:: nces t h e  workers ra ised s loga n s  in  
suppo rt of democra cy a nd aga inst the M a rt i a l  La w .  M i l it a ry 
Co u rt B ad i n  sentenced two workers fo r one  year  
im pr isonme nt, ten l a shes  a nd  five thousand  rupees  f ine  
each .  A M i l it a ry Court in  Rawa lp i nd i, pro n o u nced 
sentenced of  one year  im p r isonment  each  to t h ree M R D 
workers. 

S h a h  M oh a m med Sha h, the act ing Pres ident  of  Pa k ista n 
Nat iona l Pa rty i n  a statement  asked a l l  work ing co m mittee 
m e m bers of h i s  pa rty to lead  and a d d ress the  ra l l ie s  a n d  
ready to  be arrested, a nd  warned t h a t  a ct ion  wou ld  be  
t a ken  aga inst t hose who  w i l l  no t  fo l low the  pa rty 
d isci p l i ne .  He  referred to the last  co m m ittee meet ing o n  
25th  and  26th  August,  wh ich ha d  issued i n structi ons i n  th i s  
rega rd . The cadres of the  ba nned  Co m m u nist  Pa rty of  
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Pak istan were work ing t h rough  P N P  a n d  were re luctant  to 
court a rrest as  per  t he i r  underg ro u n d  pa rty's dec i s ion .  

M e a n w h i le, fo rmer  S indh  U n ivers ity V ice Chance l lo r  and  
educat ion ist Syed G h u l a m  M ustafa S h a h  i n  a s ta tement  
cr i t ic i zed the Ja maat - l s l a m i  ch ief  M ian  Tufa i l ' s  recent 
sta tement, in wh i ch  he dec l a red t h e  o ngo ing  p ro
dem ocracy movement  as a too l  to ga i nstate power .  

The Khaksar Tahreek l eader  and widow of  i ts  fo u n d e r, 
Begum Saeeda M ashr iq i  a d d ress ing a gather ing  rejected 
the  govern ment propaga nda  rega rd ing the m ovement  a n d  
d e c l a red i t  a s  the  pro-de m ocracy movement .  

The  B a loch l eader  Nawab  Akba r B ugt i ,  be fo re h i s  
deportat ion  fro m S i ndh ,  he ld  a seven h o u rs l ong  meet ing  
with  S i ndh i  na t iona l i st l eader  G .  M .  Syed a t  h i s  a n cest ra l 
v i l lage Sa nn  a nd d iscussed the  overa l l  po l i t i ca l  s i tua t ion .  
Bugt i  was  forcefu l l y  boa rd e d  on  p l ane  to  Quetta,  where he  
to ld  jo u rn a l i sts t ha t  the  s i tua t ion  in  S i n d h  was  wo rsen ing  
a n d S indh i  p o p u la t ion  wou ld  reta l i a te  i f  v io l ence  aga i nst  
them was not sto p pe d .  

M e a n w h i le, the  B B C  correspondent  M a rk T u l l y, who 
rece ived fa me fo r h i s  re port ing  of  ongo ing  m o ve m e nt, to ld  
loca l journa l i sts that  i n te ns if ied m ovement  forced h im to 
v is i t  Pa k ista n and cover i t .  He  was o f  the o p i n i o n  t h a t  t he  
movement co u l d  in tens ify i n  com ing  da ys .  

The  p o l i t i ca l  workers of  Thatta d i st rict  were warmly  
we lcomed with  a n t i -govern m e nt and  p ro-d e mocracy 
s loga ns, when t hey were sh i fted to  Hydera ba d  Cent ra l  J a i l .  

23'd Day, 5th Septemberm ore o rga n i za t ions  a n n o u nced 
their jo in i ng  the ongo ing  M R D movement .  In j.h i s  
con nect ion,  a S i n d h  ba sed  women g ro u p  'Sindhtani 
Tahreek' dec la red t h a t  its m e m bers wi l l  be court ing  a rrest 
fro m 7th Septe m b e r. M e a n w h i le ,  Jeay S i n d h  S tudents' 
Federa t ion  (Orga n i z i ng  Co m m ittee)  a lso a n n o u nced a 
p u b l i c  meet ing a n d  p rotest  o n  same d a y  i n  Hyd e ra b a d .  
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The Ga mb a t  po l ice a rrested M a khdoom Rafiq,  the  
ma nag ing e d itor  of da i ly Nijot Sukkur  fo r pub l i sh i ng a nt i 
gove rnment  a nd p ro-d e m ocra cy re ports .  

I n  Hyd e ra bad, two wo rkers court a rrested .  I n  M usa 
Khat iya n,  two h igh schoo l  s tudents, who led a p rotest ra l ly 
a rreste d .  I n  Ta ndo J am ,  h i gh  school  s tudents brought  out a 
ra l ly, wh i ch  d i spersed peacefu l ly a fter  pass ing t h rough the 
l a nes and streets of  the  town.  V i l l ages near Ta ndo  A l l a hya r 
observeri a com p lete s t r i ke .  I n  H a la ,  fo u r  worke rs cou rted 
a rrest a fter  a p rotest meet ing .  In Sujawal ,  the p rotest ra l ly 
was at tacke d  wi th  tear  gas  she l l i ng  a nd baton c h a rge .  The 
po l ice a rrested s ix  p rotesters .  In Sak ra n d, two workers 
courted a rrest a fter  l e ad i ng  a p rotest ra l ly .  

I n  Sa ngh a r  five workers  were a rrested a nd S h a h d a d p u r  
po l ice a rrested two act iv ists  fo r p revious d ay's r iots,  wh i l e  
fo u r  workers court a rrested a n d  a n  e lected m u n ic i p a l  
cou nc i lo r  res igned fro m h i s  office .  I n  Ta ndo Ada m t h ree,  i n  
N a u a ba d  two a n d  i n  La rkana  t h ree wo rkers courted a rrest . 
I n  K a n d i a ro,  five workers l ead ing  a n  a nt i -government ra l ly, 
wh ich  ra i sed s loga ns  aga ins t  the  m i l i t a ry government  wh i l e  
m a rch i ng t h ro ugh  the  town  were a rrested .  A se p a rate  
women's  ra l ly was  a lso brought  out  in  K a n d i a ro, wh ich  
bu rnt a n  effigy of  Ge nera l Z ia . Po l ice ra ided a n d  a rrested a 
loca l  P P P  l eader, wh i l e  two other  loca l M R D  l eaders 
escaped a rrest . I n  M e h a rh a nd Kha i rpu r  N a t h a n  S h a h, 
sepa rate ra l l i es  were brought  out  a nd ten workers courted 
a rrest .  Both  towns o bserved comp lete s hutdown.  In  
K h a i r p u r  N a t h a n  Shah ,  the  motorca r of Qa z i  Faza l  U l l a h, a 
m e m b e r  of Genera l  Z i a ' s  h a n d p icked Maj l is- i -Shoora was  
su rrounded  by the  p rotesters .  He  was  re ported ly s l a p ped 
and let  free a fterbe i ng fo rced to ra i se s logans  aga inst the 
gove rnment  and i n  s u pport of  de mocra cy .  

I n  N a u s h e h ro Fe roz, a ra l ly  was  brought  o u t, wh i ch  
reached a t  loca l po l i ce  s ta t ion  where  fou r  workers courted 
a rrest.  In  T ha ri M i rwah ,  two a nd in Nawa bs h a h  a nother  
two workers we re a rreste d .  I n  Sukkur, two workers c o u rt 
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a rreste d .  K h a i rp u r  p o l i ce, u n a b le  to a rrest the  M R D  
l eaders i n  d espera t i on  a rrested a few gove rnment  teachers 
a n d  some m e m b e rs of govern me nt-backed M u s l i m  League .  

M o ro Po l ice cordoned-off m a ny nea rby vi l l ages  t o  a rrest 
� h ose n a m e d  in the m u rder  of the po l ice offi c i a l s  k i l l ed a 
few d ays ea r l i e r  wh i ch  to  the  shortage of  esse n t i a l  goods 
i n  the a rea . M o ro a nd the su rro u n d i n g  a re a  cont i nued  a 
s h u tdown i n  p rotest a g a i nst the k i l l i ngs of  c i v i l i a ns .  The 
p a ra - m i l it a ry fo rces cordon-off the v i l l age New J a to i a n d 
d e p loyed fo rces o n  the  roads,  rive r ro utes  a n d  fo rests 
con nect ing  v i l l age to t h e  outs ide  wo r ld ,  i nten d ing  a m ajor  
m i l i t a ry o pe ra t i o n  i n  the  a ncest ral  v i l l age of  centra l  PPP  
and  M R O lea d e r  G h u l a m  M u stafa J a to i .  

Dadu  po l ice a rrested t h ree p ro - M R D  p e rsons, who had  
p l a n n e d  to co u rt a rrest a t  t h e  centra l  t ho ro u g h fa re of t he  
c i ty,  where t housands  of  peop le  had  gathe red to see- them 
off. I m m e d ia te ly  a fte r  the i r  a rrest, they were sent  to 
Hydera bad  Centra l  J a i l .  

I n  two d i ffe ren t  i nc i den ts, ra i lway  tracks were d a m aged .  I n  
o n e  i nc ident ,  seven m i l e s  fro m S u k k u r, t h e  m a i n  ra i lway 
t ra c k  connect i ng S i n d h with rest of  the c o u n t ry, was 
d a m aged between R a it i  a nd Ka b h a r  ra i lway sta t ions .  The 
ra i lway t ra ffic was  s uspended  fo r nea r ly seven h o u rs .  In  
Hyd e ra b ad  d istr ict ,  a n  atte m pt to d a mage the ra i lway 
t ra c k  near  U d e ro La l ra i lway sta t ion was  fo i led  by  
a ut h o ri t ies .  The po l i ce m a de  severa l a rrests.  

The elected m u n ic i p a l  counc i l o rs co nt i nued  to res ign from 
t h e i r  offi ces; i n  Ta n do  A l l a hyar  12 ,  i n  S a n g h a r  cha i rman  
a n d m e m b e rs, i n  Ko t r i  o ne, i n  P i thoro t h ree a nd i n  
Hydera bad  o n e  m o re e lected re p resentat ive res ign e d .  The 
po l i t i ca l  lea d e rs h i p  cont i n ued to send messages from the  
pr iso ns, a i m i n g  to  invo lve m o re peop le  i n  t h e  st rugg le .  

Acco rd i ng to  BBC R a d io,  seven ex i led workers a rrested a t  
l s l a m a badAi rport,  a s  t hey reached from Lon d o n  to 
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p a rt i c ipate in the ongoing M RD move ment .  One fo rmer  
m i n ister  a n d  th ree fo rmer a ssembly  members we re a m o n g  
the a rrested .  

B B C  rad io created a sensat ion  throughout  the coun try, 
when  in  a re port it c l a imed  that the p ro-Zia M u s l i m  League  
of P i r  Paga ro, in i t s  rece nt ly he ld  meet ing had  dec ided  to  
s u p po rt t h e  ongo ing  movement  fo r democracy, l a ter  
re port p roved an  incorrect one .  On  the  oth e r  h a nd a h ig h 
leve l po l ice offic ia l of S i ndh  po l ice to ld B BC tha t  t h e  rece nt  
d is turbed s i tuat ion  had  demora l i zed the  ra n k  and  f i le  o f  
t h e  po l i ce .  

O n  5th Septem ber, S ind h i  d a i ly  A/tab Hyd e ra b a d  w rote 
a n other  ed i tor ia l  aga inst  the  a t rocit ies un leashed  by t h e  
po l ice, espec ia l ly a two n i g h t  befo re ra id on  the  su fi s h ri n e  
of  S h a h  A b d u l  Lat i f  B h it ta i  where two devotees w h o  w e re 
a t tend ing  the poet ry recitat ion sess ion had  been a rrest e d .  
After  c i t ing  some m ore v io lent  inc idents, the  news p a p e r  
a sked the  government to order  the  po l ice a n d  o ther  forces 
to avoid the use of force aga i nst the peop le ,  espec i a l ly t h e  
peacefu l p rotesters . T h e  p a p e r  specia l l y  ment ioned  t h e  
M o ro inc ident  a nd d e m a nded act ion aga inst  t h o s e  who  
were respons ib le  fo r t h e  b loodshed of the peop le .  

24th& 25th Day, 61h & 7th September; in Ka rach i  o ne, i n  
K h a i r p u r  N a t h a n  S h a h  fifteen ,  in M e h a r h  t h ree, i n  La rka n a  
s ix ,  i n  N awa bs h a h  two, i n  v i l lage 60- M i les  two, in  Ta n d o  
Ad a m  t h ree,  i n  Sakrand  fo u r, i n  Qaz i  Ahmed two, i nc l ud i n g  
a p o l ice constab le ,  i n  S h a h d a d p u r  seve n, i n  Thatta  two,  i n  
M usa  K h at iyan  two, in  H a l a  th ree, in T a n d o  J a n  
M o h a m m e d  t h ree, in K h i p ro n i ne, a nd in  Lahore two 
workers court a rrested . 

Fo r  the  fi rst t i m e  d u ring  the  ongo ing move m e nt,  i n  
Hydera b a d  two fe m a le M R D  workers G h u la m  Fat i m a  Pa l ij o  
a nd U m - i - Ku l soom K i ra n o  courted a rrest.  
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I n  a sepa rate ra l l y  i n  Hydera bad ,  two gove rnment  
em p loyees courted a rrest; i n  the sta tement  i s sued  before 
the i r  a rrest, t hey dec la red t h a t  t h ey fe l t  t h a t  t h e  count ry 
had  beca me a po l i ce state a nd cha ng ing i t  h a d  beca me the  
d uty of  eve ry c i t i zen .  Afte rwa rds po l i ce  used  tea r gas  
she l l i ng  to d i s pe rse t h e  p rotesters, because  of  wh ich  m a ny 
s tudents of  a nea rby schoo l  fa i nted .  The  c l a shes  between 
p rotesters a n d the po l i ce con t i nued  for h o u rs, d u ri ng 
w h i c h a l l  b us i ness a ct iv i t ies  a n d  t raff ic f low was  b rought  to 
a s tandst i l l .  The p rotesters b u rnt  t h e  US  flag a nd t h rew 
stones on  the  Ameri canCente r. J n  anothe r  ra l l y  s ix  more 
workers courted a rrest .  

M R D leaders h i p  a l leged that one of its i m p riso ned  workers 
H aj i  Yous i f  d i e d  of ca rd i a c  a rrest as  the  Centra l  J a i l  K a ra c h i  
a d m i n istra t ion  de layed i n  sh i ft i ng h i m  to t h e  hosp ita l .  

T h e  Chand ka M ed ica lCo l l ege, La rka na  c losed fo r indef in i te 
per iod  a fte r a ra l ly a nd a rrest of its s tudents .  J n  L a r kana  16 
m o re e lected co u n c i lo rs res igned fro m t h e i r  offices .  

Some u n k nown p rotesters set on  f i re the wooden s leepers 
of ra i lway t rack  betwee n B h i rya Road ra i lway sta t ion  a n d  
La kha  Road ra i lway stat ion  i n  cen tra l S i n d h .  U n known 
persons a t tempted  to d a m age the  ra i lway  t ra c k  i n  B h a n 
Saeed a ba d  of Dad u .  Accord ing  to the  ra i lway  
spo kesperso n ,  t racks  had  on ly  m inor  d a m age and  a fter  the  
rep a i r  the  ra i lway t raff ic was  resto red .  

On  2 5 t h  day  o f  the  ongo ing move m e nt ,  the  i m p risoned 
wo rkers sta rted the i r  h u nger str ike fo r the restorat ion of 
the democra cy a n d  the 1973 consti tuti o n .  I n  t h i s  rega rd,  
po l i t i ca l  p r i soners i n  D istr ict  J a i l  Dadu and K a n d i a ro S u b  
J a i l refused to t ake  m e a l s .  

T h e  e lected m u n ic i p a l  counc i lors cont inued  res ig n ing  from 
the i r  off ices a nd in Ta l h i  s ix, in B h a not  seven a nd 
To u r a l a b a d  t h ree of  t h e m  subm itted resigna t ions .  

M ea n wh i l e ,  the  po l ice d i sco nn ected the  e lectr i c ity  a n d  
water  s u p p ly ofvi l l age N e w  Jato i  a fte r  fa i l i ng t o  a rrest 
G h u l a m  M u rta z a  J a to i ,  who was booked for t h e  k i l l i ng of 
the po l ice offi c i a l s  few days back in  M o ro .  
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The deta ined centra l  M R D leader  S a rd a r  She rbaz  M a za ri 
suffe red a hea rt a ttack  i n  a rest house nea r M u l tan ,  wh ich  
was dec la red a su b-ja i l .  

After t h e  offi c i a l  a n nouncement  t h a t  G e n e r a l  Z i a  w i l l  v i s i t  
S indh  from 81h September, the  mass a r rests of the  po l i t ica l 
wo rkers in tens i fi ed  a n d  in  t ha t  connecti o n  50 wo rkers 
were a rrested fro m Sukkur . 

26th Day,,,, 81h September, i n  N a u s h e h ro Feroz, five 
h u n d red women b rought  out  a ra l ly, wh ich  ma rched 
t h rough d i ffe re nt roa ds  of  the town; a nother  women ra l ly 
was b rought  out i n  Hyderabad,  wh i ch  a fte r  m a rch  t h ro ugh 
d iffe re nt  roads and ra i s i ng s logans  c u l m i nated i n  the  court 
a rrest of two fe ma le  workers; i n  a sepa rate ra l ly two ma le  
workers a lso co u rted a rrest .  I n  M u sa Khat iyan ,  t h ousa nds  
of p roteste rs brought  out  a ra l ly a n d  a m idst  a nt i 
gove rnment  s logans  two wo rke rs courted a rrest, one  of 
whom had ma rr ied the p revi ous  day.  J u st a fte r  these 
a r rests, a women ra l l y  was a l so brought out .  

I n  Sukku r, a ra l ly of one  h u n d red thousa nd  peop le  
m a rched a nd set on  fi re the port ra its of  Genera l  Z ia ,  
a m idst the  p ro-d emocra cy a n d a nt i - M a rt i a l  Law s loga ns .  
H ·e two wo rkers courted a rrest .  In  S h i ka r p u r, fou r  
worke rs courted a rrest .  

The resi de nts of  M usa Khat iya n dec ided  to s h utdown the i r  
bus i nesses fo r one  hou r  d a i ly i n  s u p port  of  M RD .  I n  Ha la ,  
rhousands  of p rotesters b roug h t  out  a ra l ly which 
cu lm i nated in  a p u b l ic meet ing .  Afte r  a d d ress ing  the ra l ly 
t h ree worke rs cou rted a r rest .  I n  Ta ndo Ada m,  two worke rs 
cou rted a rrest, i n  R a n i p u r, two workers court a r rested 
a fter  lea d i ng a p ro-dem ocracy ra l ly .  About  five thousand  
p rotesters brought  out a ra l ly  i n  N a u s h e h ro Fe roz,  d u r ing 
wh ich  two wo rkers co u rt a rrested .  In  M e ha rh ,  two workers 
court a rrested afte r  a ra l ly, d u r i ng  the  ra l ly  a n  a u d io 
recorded speech by Zu l fi qa r  A l i  B h u tto was p layed ,  wh i ch  
c reated emot io n a l  scenes .  I n  K h a i r p u r  N a t h a n  Sh;:ih ,  five 
workers court a rrested .  In Sa k ra nd,  two workers cou rt 
a rrested .  
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I n  Qa z i  A h m ed,  s tudents  of  h i gh  schoo l  b rought  out a ra l l y  
wh ich  m a rched  t h rough d i ffe rent  pa rts of the  town .  The  
po l ice d i spersed th i s  r a l l y  by aer ia l  fi r i ng .  Seta  Road  was  
shut  down fo r two h o u rs, d u r ing  w h i c h  a ra l ly was brought  
out ;  i n  P e ro n  M a l ,  t h ree p ro-d e m ocra cy workers courted 
a rrest; 

in Ka n d i a ro, t h ree workers c o u rted a rrest a fter  l ea d i ng a 
b ig  ra l ly; meanwh i l e  t h e  loca l p o l ice a rrested two M R D  
act iv ists i n  ra ids  ca rr ied o u t  t h e  n ight  befo re.  I n  K h a i r p u r, 
two workers courted a rrest ,  w h i l e  a t h i rd was a r rested i n  
p re-dawn ra i d .  I n  v i l l age 60- M i les ,  a ra l l y  was b rought  out ,  
wh ich  c u l m ina ted  in  the court a rrest  of  two wo rke rs. In  
Ka ra c h i, d i ffe re n t  p rogress ive s tude n ts' o rg a n i za t ions  h e l d  
a p ro- M R D m eet i ng  a t  DowMed ica lCo l lege a n d  a fte rwa rd 
brought  out a ra l l y  a nd in Ta ndoJ a n M o h a m m e d H igh  School  
stude nts took  out  a ra l l y, which d i spersed a fte r  m a rc h i ng 
t h rough  the  t o w n .  

S o m e  u n k nown pe rsons  s e t  o n  fi re t h e  woo den  s l i ppe rs o n  
m a i n  ra i lway t rack .  O n  the  t i m e ly i n te rvent ion  by ra i lway 
e m p l oyees, i t  was  saved fro m major da mage .  The loca l  
po l ice made seve ra l a rrests i n  t h i s  con nect io n .  

O n e  m o re po l ice h e a d  consta b le  succ u m bed  t o  r nJ u r ies i n  
Nawabsh a h  h o s p i t a l .  He  w a s  i n j u red  d u ri ng  t h e  c l ashes 
betwee n  po l ice a nd p rotesters  i n  M o ro o n  3'd Se ptember .  

The l aw e nforc i n g agenc ies  co n t i n ued  the  s iege of v i l lpge 
New Ja to i  a n d  i n  p rotest a l l  the bus i nesses were shutdown 
in  M o ro .  Acco rd i n g  to a sta tem e nt by  a loca l  M R D l eader, 
e lectr ic i ty of  o n e  h u n d red a n d  twenty five thousand  
consumers was d isco n n ected and  t hey were  not  a l l owed to  
move fo r work  and  med i ca l  a ss ista nce .  

Mea n wh i l e, B a d i n  d i str ict  p o l ice re leased  a l l  p roteste rs 
a rrested recen t ly d u r ing  the p ro test ra l l ies at d i ffe rent  
p l a ce s .  I n  a re l a ted  deve lop m e nt,  t he Kha i rpur  Cent ra l  J a i l  
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a d m i n istrati o n  refused to a ccommodate  the 4 2 po l itica l 
pr iso n e rs b ro ught fro m Ka n d i a ro, a s  the p r i son h a d  a l rea dy 
re ached i ts  m a x i m u m  ca pac i ty .  

The S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry Court Thatta sentenced t h ree 
workers to one  yea r  im pr i sonment  a n d twenty tho usa nd  
fi nes und e r  M a rti a l  La w Order  no .  5 a n d 1 3 .  They we re 
accused of b r i ng ing  out a ra l ly in Sujawa l  on  2 8th  August .  

Res igna t ions  of the  e lected m u n ic i pa l  counc i l ors i n  S i ndh  
cont in ued a nd  i n  Hydera bad t h ree, one  i n  D igr i ,  seven i n  
Ta ndo J a n  M o h a m med, two i n  Pacca Cha ng,  two i n  
Ran i p u r, t h ree i n  S i ta p u r  a n d  two i n  Nawa bs h a h  res igned 
fro m the i r  offices .  

Genera l  Z i a  reached Jacobabad ,  d u r i ng h is fo u r-day  v i s i t  of  
S i ndh ;  a d d ress ing h i s  supporte rs, he sa i d  tha t  pea cefu l 
a t m osphere was the  bas ic  cond i t ion  fo r the deve lopment  
of the co u nt ry and  fo r the tra nsfe r of power to t h e  e lected 
rep rese nta t ives .  

Day 2 7'",,, 91" Sep tember, In  Hydera bad,  a women ra l ly  was  
brought  out  by the Sindhioni Tahreek. P a rt i c i p a nts  of  the  
ra l ly  ca rryi ng  p l a ca rds  m a rched t h rough the v i c i n i ty a n d  
a fte rwa rd two fe ma le  workers courted t h e i r  a rrests .  Th e 
pol ice baton  cha rged the  wo men a n d  t h e i r  ma le  
s u p porters .  I n  a nother  ra l ly two p ro-democracy wo rkers 
i n c l u d i n g  a co l lege s tude nt, co urt  a rrested . I n  N a us h e h ro 
Feroz,  a ra l ly was  brought out ,  wh ich  l a te r  was  jo ined  by 
a n other  ra l ly i n i t i a te.d from P h u lTown; both ra l l ies sa t - i n  
on  the ma in  N a t i o n a l  H ighway a n d  b locked traffic fo r one  
a n d ha l f  h o u r . La ter, t h ree workers courted a r rest .  I n  M usa  
Kha t iyan ,  a token  s t r i ke was  observed a n d  a ra l ly was  
b rought  o u t, wh i ch  c u l m inated on  the court a r rest  of two 
workers .  In Ta ndo  Ka i se r, one worker  co u rted a rrest a ft e r  
l e a d i n g  a ra l ly, w h ich a lso offe red funera l  p rayers fo r 
m a rtyrs .  I n  Ta ndo  Mo hammed Khan ,  two workers  courted 
a rrest a fte r lea d i ng a ra l ly .  I n  Ha la ,  a ra l l y  of  tho usa nds  of  
pa rt i c i p a nts  was  b rought  o ut, w h ich condem ned the  
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cord o n i ng-off o f  t h e  v i l l age N e w  J a t o i .  Th ree workers 
cou rted a rrest .  Th e lo ca l M R D  leaders h i p  a n n o u n ced a 
com piete s t ri ke  i n  H a ia o n  next Tuesday . I n  iVi e h a rh a n d  
K h a i r p u r  N a t h a n  S h a h , f ive workers cour ted  a rres t .  

I n  Ta ndo Ad a m ,  two wo rkers co u rted a rres t .  O n  t h e  a p pe a l  
o f  M R D, the  p rayer- l e a d e rs i n  m osques  a l l  ove r S i n d h, 
prayed fo r the  ma rtyrs i n  t h e i r  F r i day  p rayer  se r m o n s .  I n  
p rotest aga inst the  cord on -off o f  the  vi l l age N e w  J a to i, a 
co m p lete str ike was o bserved i n  M o ro a n d  two workers 
c o u rted a rres t .  I n  S h i k a r p u r  two, Sak ra n d  two, K a r a c h i  
two, K a n d ia ro o n e  a n d  in  La rka na five worke rs, co u rt 
a rrest ed . 

I n  a s t range deve l o p m e n t ,  a po l i ce  consta b le  o f  K h a i r p u r  
Po l ice L i nes  Abd u l  R e h m a n  P a n hwa r a n d  two const a b l es o f  
K o t d ij i  po l ice S ta t ion  l m d a d  Maga n h a r  a n d  G h u l a m  A l i  
L a s h a r i  re s igned  fro m the  service a nd a n n o u nced j o i n i n g  
t h e  M R D  move m e n t .  W h i le a rrested Exc ise Po l ice I n s pec tor  
Ashfa q u e A h m e d  S i d d i q u i  a n d  H igh  Schoo l  teachers S a l a h  
Ka t iya r  a n d  K h a d i m  H ussa i n  R i n d  w e n t  o n  h u nger  s t r i ke  i n  
t h e  C i ty  P o l i ce Lo ckup  Hyd e ra b a d .  T h e  P r imary  Teach.e rs 
Ass o c i a t i o n  c o n d e m n e d  the  a rrest o f  t e a c h e rs a n d  w a r n e d  
t h a t  t h e  o rga n isa t ion  wo u ld  n ot i gn o re t h e  i n c re a s i ng 
i n c i d e nts  o f  v io le nce aga i ns t  teachers .  

I n  Ta n d o A l la hya r, fo u r  M R D  wo rke 1·s 1 e ! <: cl r <O'd · o n  ba i l , 
w h i le t h e  f ift h worker refused to ava i l  t he  b a i l , t i l l  ty1 e  · 

restora t i o n  o f  d e mocracy .  Two M R D  Sanghar  l e a d e rs w e re 
s h i fted  to  Hydera bad Ce ntra l  J a i l , a ft e r  a S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry 
Co u rt sen te nced t h e m  for s ix  m o n t h  i m pr iso n m e n t . 

A d e m o nst ra t ion  h e l d i n  fro n t  o f  Pak ista n M iss ion i n  U f\I· 
N e w  York a n d  co ndem ned t h e  k i l l i ng of pro-d e m o '  
p e o p l e  i n  S i n d h  a n d  d e m a n d e d  e a r ly e lect ions  i n  Pa ' ·  

The  e lected  m u n i c i p a l  c o u n c i l o rs con t i n •  
res ignati o n  and  i n  t h is reg a rd i n  D igri 7, S f-
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T h a n o  B h u l a  Khan  9, M e h a rh 8, Seta Town 4, Kotr i  7,  
L a rkana  18 a nd few others q u it t h e i r  offi ces .  

In  La ho re, a p u b l ic meet ing was  orga n i zed ,  add ressed by 
M R D  leaders a n d two M R D lead ers  courted a rrest ;  
a fte rwa rds the p rotesters pe l ted stones o n  co m merc i a l  
b a n ks a n d  t h e  veh ic les .  After  b a t o n  c h a rge the  p o l ice 
a r rested eighteen protesters .  

In  Peshawar, th ree loca l M R D l eade rs cou rted a r rest  a fter 
h o l d i ng a demonstra t i on  a t  the  M a rtyrs M o n u me n t  of 
h istor ica l Qissa khawa n i  Ba z a a r  a n d  ra ised s loga n s  in favor  
of d e mocracy .  

Day 281h,,, 1 0th September, fo r t h e  who le  day  t h e  J aw  
e nforce rs roa med Hyd e ra bad ,  t h e  second l a rgest c i t y  o f  
S i ndh ,  a s  Genera l  Z i a  was  sched u led  to v i s i t  the  c i ty a n d  h i s  
o p ponents  h a d  a n n o u nced a p rotest aga inst h is v is i t .  o n  
t hat day, c o m m o n  cit i zens  o f  Hydera ba d f irst t ime  saw the  
new ly  US  made Armored Perso n n e l  Ca rr iers  (APC ) ,  about  
wh ich  the po l ice a n d  i t s  touts p ropagated tha t  t hose were 
the Army Ta nks and would f i re M orta r S h e l l s .  Howeve r, the 
po l i t ica l act iv ists had  fa ced th ese veh ic'les m a ny t imes  
d u r ing  the ongoing m ove ment  a nd knew fo r s u re t h a t  
these ca n fi re o n ly tea r g a s  she l l s a n d  l ive b u l le ts .  So i n  the  
afte rnoon,  a s  the wo rkers i ntended  to court a rrest, t hey 
reached the Civ i l  Hosp i t a l  ro u n da bo ut,  few a m ong them 
b u rnt  the effigy o f  G e n e ra l  Z ia  a n d  a U S  f lag, w h i le o the rs 
t h rew sto nes at the APC.  The po l ice consta b les s i t t ing 
i n s ide  the  veh ic le  p a n icked a n d f i red tea r gas she l l s, wh i ch  
e l i m i nated the  fe a r  of byst a n d e rs and  encouraged t h e m  to  
jo in  the  p rotesters .  The c l a shes  be tween  protesters a n d  
po l ice cont inued  t i l l  t he eve n i ng w h e n  fo u r  workers  
courted a rrests . D u ring  the  day long  batt les  t he po l ice 
a rrested dozens of the  people,  m a n y  a m ong  them s im p ly  
pa ssersby.  Fou r  of the  a rrested p roteste rs were sh ifted to  
pr i so n .  
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Afte r  Hyd e ra bad ,  Z i a  went  to B a d in a n d  a long h is way to 
Rest Ho use fro m H e l i pad ,  co m m on  peop le  of c i ty set free 
strays don keys, w h i c h  b l ocked t h e  convoy of the  m ighty 
d ictator  fo r q u i te a w h i l e a n d people watched t he p a n icked 
h ighe r offi c i a l s  who were try ing to d r ive away the  a n i m a ls .  

On s a m e  day, Z ia  rea c h e d  Thatta ,  where M a k l i  a n d Thatta  
were u n de r  v i r tu a l  cu rfew a nd the  road t r ansport and t ra i n  
traffic to a n d  fro m Sujawa l ,  C h u h a rh J a m a l i ,  S h a h  Aqeeq,  
Ladh iyun ,  J a t i ,  M i r p u r  B a t h o ro ,  Dou rh,  J h o k  Sha ri f, Wa rr, 
G h u l a m  U l l a h ,  M i rpu r  S a k ro, G ha rho,  Ket i  B a n d a r a n d 
J u ngs h a h i  wa s s uspended  fo r t h e  w ho le  d a y .  

T h e  l awye rs a t  Hydera bad  B a r  Associ a t ion  office a lso 
brought  out a ra l l y  a n d  ra i sed  s loga ns in favor of 
de'mocra cy and a g a i nst the m i l i t a ry ru l e .  S loga ns  ra i sed  by 
the p ri soners i n  the Hydera bad  Centra l  J a i l  were a l so  
hea rd .  

On  Genera l  Z i a ' s  v i s i t to D a d u, a com plete s t r i ke was  
obse rved a nd ove r one  h u n d red t ho u sa nd peop le  b ro u ght 
ou t  a ra l ly, which was  jo ined by a ra l ly of wo m e n .  As t h i s  
jo in t  r a l l y  m a rched towa rd t h e  d i st r i c t  po l ice off ice, i t  was  
tea r gas  she l led a n d baton  c h a rged . I n  ret a l i a t ion, 
p roteste rs b locked the  m a i n  road  con nect ing D a d u  w i th  
t h e  rest of t h e  cou ntry .  Du r i ng  t h e  c l a shes, o n e  po l ice 
const ab l e  a nd t h ree p rotesters  were i nj u re d .  

S a d a r  Abra wr ites i n  h i s  p ri son  d a i<y, d a ted 1 11h  

Septe m ber  that  news a b o u t  the peo ples '  rea ct ion  on 
Ge ne ra l  Z ia ' s  v i s i t  of  Dadu a nd s ton ing  of  h i s  convoy, m a d e  
one  of  fe l low p riso n e r  M a nu e l  Sav id ra ,  a n  a n t i - P i nochet  
s a i l o r  fro m C h i le,  h a p py .  

Address ing  M aj l i s - i -Shoora m e m b e rs, re l ig ious  scho la r s  
a n d the  e l i te i n  D a d u, G e n e ra l  Z i a  co m pa red the  s i tua t ion  
i n  S indh  w i th  the  Benga l d u r ing the  1971  c iv i l  wa r a n d 
dec la red 1\tha t  the  P P P  was  a secu l a r/ infi de l  pa rty a n d 
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s t ra ngely J U I  was a l so h a nds  in g loves with i t  in d a m ag ing  
s ta te p ro p e rty i n c l u d i ng  ra i lway stat io ns, wh i ch  was  i n  no  
way a serv ice to n a t i o n a l  ca use . He rejected any  poss i b i i i t y  
of ho l d i n g  ta l k s  w i th  deta ined  po l i t i c i a n s  a n d a n no u n ced  
tha t  those who i n tended  to be  a rrested w i l l  be kept i n  
p r i so n s .  

I n  K h a i rp u r  N a t h a n  s h a h ,  two workers courted a rrest a n d 
i n  Seta Road town a c o m p l ete s t r i ke was  observed a n d  
fo ur  wo rkers court a rrested a fter  l ead ing  a ra l ly .  I n  M usa 
Kha t iya n, two workers c o u rted a rrest a fter  a ra l ly a n d  the 
po l ice a rrested one  m o re wo rker  fo r o rga n i z i ng  the ra l ly .  

_ I n  Ha la ,  tho usa n d s  of p rotesters b rought  out a ra l ly a n d  
a fte r  a p u b l i c  meet i ng, t h ree workers courted a rrest . I n  
Tando M o h a m med K h a n ,  o n e  wo rker  courted a r rest  w h i le 
t h ree others were a rrested by po l i ce i n  ra i d s  on  t h e i r  
h o u s e s .  I n  Sa k rand ,  two workers ·court a rrested .  A ra l ly 
brought  out  fro m v i l l age  La khat  c u l m i nated i n  the c o u rt 
a rrest of n i ne p ro-democracy proteste rs .  I n  R a n i p u r, two 

. workers courted a rrest a fter  the ra l ly m a rched t h rough the  
town . I n  K h i p ro fo u r  worke rs, i n  D ig r i  two, i n  Sukku r  two 
workers  c·o u rted a rrest,  a fter  effigy of  Gen�ra l Z i a  and  U S  
f lag were b u r n t .  I n  Ka l) d i a ro, t h ree a n d  i n  Pacca  C h a n g  two 
workers cou rted a r rest  a fter  lead i ng a p rotest ra l l y  a n d  i n  
K a ra c h i , two wo rkers courted a r rest,_ w h i le pol i ce a r re sted 
a n oth e r  two· on the c h a rges  of a bo m b  blast du r i ng  a M R D  
ra l l y  i n  L i aqua t abad  a rea .  Wh i le the five hu nger- s t r i k i n g  
workers i n  p r i son  c a l led -off t he i r  h u nger  str i ke, i n  La hore .  
two, i n  Fa·i sa l abad. t h ree,  i n  Peshawa r two .a nd i n  Quetta 
one  worker  courted a rre�t .  

S i xteen i n te l lectua ls, wr ite rs, fo rme_r j udges, t rade  u n io n  
l eaders i n  a j o i n t  s ta tement  i ssued from Ka rach i, 
suppo rted the strugg le  fo r the  democrat i c  r ights  a n d  
dec la red tha t  S i n d h  was  a n  e q u a l  partner  i n  t he  
fed e ra t ion ,  so a ny a ttempt  to  dep r ive the peop le  of S i n d h  
of  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l, eco n o m ic a nd soc ia l r ights  w i l l  be 
h a rmfu l  fo r the sove re ig nty a n d  sta b i l i ty of  the count ry .  
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They e m p h a s i zed  t h a t  t h e  gove r n m e n t  shou ld  l e a rn  a 
lesson fro m the  pas t  a n d  s h o u l d  i m med ia te ly ho ld  t h e  
ge ne ra l e i ecti o n s  u n d e r  1 9 7 3  consti t uti o n .  j u sti ce ( R )  
Faza l - i - H a q u e  G h a n i ,  M a h mood u l  H a q ue U s m a n i ,  J u st ice 
( R )  Fa k h u r u d d i n  G I b ra h i m ,  P rofessor  Karar  H ussa i n ,  Ha j i ra 
M a s ro o r, J u s t ice ( R )  Aga A l i  Hyder, S .  P .  Lod i, N a b i  Ahmed,  
Shouka t  S i d d i q u i , l n a ' a m  Durran i ,  Kha l i l A h m e d  Ti m r i z i, 
Syed M o h a m m e d  Ta q i ,  B a s h i r  Ahmed M i rza ,  A l i  Yawa r, 
Ka l i m  Dutra n i  a n d  M o ha'm med J a m i l  s igned t h e  s t a t e m e n t .  

O n  t h e  o ther  h a n d ,  A i za z  N a z i r and  M i r  T h e b o  a ffi l i a ted  
w i th  u n d e rg ro u n d  CPP  a n d us i ng  the  p l a t fo rm of  P N P, i n  
t he i r  s t a t e me nt  dec la red t h e  ongo ing move m e n t  a s  
revo l u t i o n a �y and  t h e  peop le  of  S i ndh  were a ca ta lyst  to  i t .  

The m i l i t a ry co u rt s  co n t i n ued  sentenc ing  t h e  a n t i - M a rt i a l  
L a w  workers a n d  S pec ia l  M i l it a ry Court s  i n  H yd e ra bad ,  
Tha tt a  and Ka ra c h i  sen te nced 18  workers  to  i m p r i sonme nt ,  
l ashes  and fi n e .  

On  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  e lected m u n i c i pa l counc i l o rs con t i nued  
t h e i r  re s igna ti o n s  and  i n  Da du  14 ,  i n  Thatt a one ,  i n  
Hyd e ra bad  fo u r  and  i n  Nawa b s h a h  1 6  e lected counc i l o rs 
re s igned fro m t h e i r  sea t s .  

The  Execut ive Co m m i ttee of  t h e  Pak i s ta n M e d i ca l  
Assoc i a t i o n ,  K a r a c h i  branch ,  dec la red t h e  sen te nces  of  
lashes  a s  i n h u m a n  and aga i ns t  h u m a n  d ign ity; i t  a s ked the 
gove r n m e !l t  n o t  to i m p lement  them aga i n st the  p ro
d e m o c racy workers .  

· I n an offi c ia l h a n d o ut ,  i t  was  a n noun ced that  on the d e a t h  
a n n ive rsa ry of  J i n n a h  on  1 1 th Septem ber, t h e  d o o rs o f  h i s  
m a u s o l e u m  wi l l  be c losed fo r  the  p u b l ic a t  one  i ri  
aft e rn o 0 n .  I t  may  be reca l l ed  t h a t  o n  t h e  l a u n c h  o f  M R D 
move m e n t  o n  14th August ,  a p rotest  was o rgan i zed  a t  the 
m a u s o le u m ,  w h e re c l a shes  h a d  eru pted betwee n pro a nd 
a nt i -Z ia  e le me n ts;  t he  a d m i n i s t ra t ion  fea red t h a t  a s i m i l a r  
s i tua t i o n  c o u l d  be c reated o n  t h e  occa s ion .  
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Day Ttwen ty-n ine, , ,  1 1 th Septembera ndDay Thirty,,, 1 21h 

September,,, b lood iest i nc ident  ha ppened  in K h a i r p u r  
N a t h a n  S h a h ,  where e ight  protesters we re k i l l e d  i n  fi r i ng  
by  l aw e nforcers.  Befo re the  MRD ra l ly bega n,  the  l a w  
enfo rcers fo rcefu l ly rem oved the  p a rty f lags ho isted o n  t h e  
rooftops of the  private houses, w h i c h  a n tagon ized t h e  
peop le .  A s  t h e  proteste rs of nea rby v i l l a ges, r i d i n g  o n  two 
h i red b u ses rea ched K h a i rp u r  N a t h a n  S h a h, the l aw 
e n forcers a rrested fo u r  pe rso n s, i n c l u d i ng two workers 
who i n tended to court a rrest a n d  two b u s  d rive rs, a n d  
tort u red them i n  t h e  po l ice sta t io n .  The l o c a l  M R D  
leaders h i p  a pp roached t h e  po l i ce S H O  fo r t h e  re lease of 
d r ivers and was told that they were a rrested on the o rders 
of  the Army so they contacted the Army ca m p i n g  i n  a 
govern m e n t  rest house nea r the  po l ice s ta t ion ,  w h e re 
after  a n  excha nge of  few harsh word s, the  Army perso n ne l  
o pe ned fi re o n  the  protesters gath ered i n  fro nt  of  the  rest 
house.  Accord ing  to a doctor, posted in a n e a rby 
gove rnment  hosp i ta l ,  when the para-med ic  s taff tr ied to  
rescue the  i nj u red,  they we re a l so fi red u p o n . H a d  t hey 
been a l lowed to t reat the i n ju red ,  m a ny h u m a n  l i ves  c o u l d  
have b e e n  save d .  I n  t h i s  i nc i d e n t  e ight  p roteste rs N i za m ud 
D i n  Na ich,  H a b i b u l l a h  Lagha ri ,  A l l a h  Wa rayo La ngah ,  
Deed a r  A l i  Khokhar, Abd u l  G h a n i  Abra, · S h a h n a w a z  K h oso,  
G h u la m  Nabi  Khoso a n d  Za m i r  J a g i ra n i  were k i l l ed ,  w h i l e  

· sc o res o f  others were in jured .  

The loca l  M a gistrate Ra mesh K u m a r  wa s p ress u ri zed  to  
document  tha t  it was  o n  h i s  o rd e rs tha t  the  Army o pe n ed 
f i r i n g .  O n  h i s  refu sa l  he  was m isha n d l e d  by t h e  Army 
offi c i a l s .  I n  the  eve n i ng, the  Comm iss i o n e r  Hydera b a d  
i ssued a n  offic i a l  p ress n ote, w h i c h  stated t h a t, ' I n  t h e  
morn ing  t i m e  two buses  o f  protesters re a c h e d K h a i r p u r  
N a t h a n  S h a h, where t h e y  we re stopped fro m v io l a t i ng  t h e  
l aw a n d  the i r  b u s e s  were co nfiscated,  o n  w h i c h  protesters 
demanded  t ti a t  the  b u ses be a l lowed to  go .  I n  t h e  
m e a n t i m e  s ix  more b u s e s  of p roteste rs rea c he d  a n d  t h e  
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c rowd a dvanced  towa rds t h e  l a w  e n forcers ca rryi ng 
stones ,  axes ,  s t i cks  a nd a r m s .  The  l aw e nfo rce rs had  to 
ope·n f i re i n  se i f-defe n se a n d a few p rotesters got  i nj u red  
who were i m med iate ly sent  to the  loca l  hosp i ta l  fo r 
med i ca l  t rea tment .  Acco rd i n g  to c o m p i l e d  i nfo r m a t i o n  t i l l  
1 6 . 3 0  p . m .  fi ve of  t h e  in ju red d i e d .  T h e  m e a s u re s  h a d  been  
taken  to m a i n t a i n  the  l aw and  o r d e r  i n  the  a rea . 

Aft e r  c o m i ng to powe r i n  Dece m be r  1988, B e n a z i r  Bh u tt o  
o rd e red  a ' M a rtyrM o n u m e nt '  i n  m e m o ry pf  those who 
sac ri f iced t h e i r  l ives fo r the  restora t i o n  of d e m o c ra cy .  

I n  Seta Road,  M s .  M u m t a z  B h a ri a n i  l e d  a wome n's  ra l ly, 
wh ich  was a l so jo ined  by m a l e  s u p porters .  Aft e r  m a rc h i n g  
fo r fo u r  h o u rs, the  r a l l y  d is p e rsed peacefu l ly .  I n  
Hyd e ra ba d ,  a w o m e n ' s  r a l l y  was  b ro ug h t  o u t; the  
po l i cea rrested s ixwo m e n  act iv ists  fro m  the  ra l l y .  I n  
R a n i p u r, a jo i n t  r a l ly of  wo m e n  a n d  m e n  was  b rought  o ut,  
which b lo c ked  the N a t i o n a l  H ighway fo r fo u r  h o u rs ;  
a fterwa rds fo u r  workers c o u rted  a rre st .  In  . Seta  Road 
th ree , . i n  K h a i r p u r  Natha n Shah t h ree,  in  M e h a rh e ight ,  i n  
D a d u  two a nd i n  Karach i  fo u r  workers  c o u rted  a rrest . 

I n  p rotest  aga i nst the  cord o n i ng-off of  v i l l age New Jato i ,  a 
com p lete  st r ike  was observed i n  N a u s h e h ro Feroz .  W h e n  a 
ra l l y  i n i t ia ted fro m the  town was m a rc h i n g  t h ro ugh,  it was  
jo ined by a nother  ra l l y  of over t e n  t h o u s a n d  peop le  that  
had  begun  f rom M i t h i a n i .  The protesters  set  o n  f i re  two 
veh i c l e s  fi l l e d  with c h a rcoa l on N a t io n a l  H i ghway a nd a fte r  
h o l d i n g  a pub l i c  m eet ing ,  t h ree workers c o u rted  a r rest . 
Afte rwa rd,  the  ra l ly m a rc h e d  to m a rtyr  R i a z  M e m o n ' s  
grave a n d reaffi rmed t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  to  cont i n u e  t h e  
strugg l e .  I n  N a u s h e h ro Feroz,  p a rt i c i p a nts  o f  a ra l l y  s e t  o n  
fi re two effig ies  of G e n e ra l  Z i a  a n d  US  P re s i d e nt ;  a fter  
a d d ress ing  the  protesters ,  fo u r  workers  c o u rt a rrested .  I n  
Ka n d i a ro, fo u r  workers  c o u rted  a rrest a fte r  t h e i r  ra l ly 
m a rched  t h rough  the  tow n .  M e a nwh i l e ,  po l i ce  d ro p ped  24 
worke rs, some 62 m i les  away in the N a ra Desert ;  they had  
been  a rrested the  previous  day  fro m K a n d i a ro a nd had  
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gone o n  h u nger  s t r i ke in po l i ce  lock u p .  A p u b l i c  meet ing 
o rga n i zed  i n  60- M i l e  v i l l age  wa s a d d ressed by loca l  M � D 
ieaders a n d  p a rt i c i p a nts of t he  meet ing  set  o n  f i re the  
effigy of  G e n e r a l  Z i a ;  l a te r  two wo rkers  courted a rrest . On  
the a p pea l of  M R D, 60- M i le v i l l age and  Qa z i  Ah med, 
observed co m p l e te st r i ke .  In M a h ra b p u r, a ra l ly wa s 
brought  out ,  wh i ch  c u l m i nated i n  the  a rrest of workers .  I n  
Fa i z  G a nj ,  two workers co u rted a r rest after  ho ld i ng  a 
protest  meet i n g;  i n  B h a n d h i ,  a com plete st r ike  was 
ob se rved a n d t h ree wo rkers court a r rested a ft e r  l ead i ng  a 
ra l ly .  I n  K h a i r p u r, po l ice i n  a late n ight  ra id a r rested o ne 
wo rke r .  U n known persons  set o n  f ire the  d o c u m e n ts, 
books a n d  fu r n i t u re of  the D i st r ict  a n d  Sess ion Co u rts of 
Nawabs h a h .  Po l i ce  a r rested i ts  g u a rd fo r neg l ige nce .  Some 
u n known p e rsons  opened f i r i ng  o n  a goods ca r riage t r a i n  
betwee n  D o u r h  a n d Buche ry ra i lway stat ions  a n d  i nj u red 
two pe rso n s  i n c l u d i n g the t r a i n  d r ive r; l a te r  an exc h a n ge 
of f i r i ng  took  p lace when  a po l ice pa rty reached the  spot 
but the  at tacke rs esca ped in the  d a rkne ss .  The cordon-off 
of New Ja to i  v i l l age l i fted aft e r  t e n  d ays but law e nfo rce r's 
c�ck posts were e rected in the a re a .  

I n  Ta l h a r, a ra l l y  w a s  b rought  out  a m idst  a c o m p lete str ike;  
p rotest e rs b locked Hyderaba d - B a d i n  road by b u r n i ng t i res .  
Late r, th ey m oved t o  Agr ic u l t u r a l  Deve lopment  Ba n k  and  
se t  it  o n  f i re ;  t h ey a l so se t  o n  f i re  the  post office a n d  Town 
Co m m ittee offi ce .  Afte rwa rds ,  they m a rched to the ra i l way 
stat ion  a n d  b u r n t  down the t i c kets a n d  wood en  s leepers .  
They t h rew stones  o n  ru n n i ng t r a i n s  a n d  da ma ged two 
comm erc i a l  ba n ks .  P o l i ce a rrested seve r a l  p roteste rs .  

I n  Ta ndo  B a g o ,  a com p lete s t r i k e  w a s  obse rved a n d  a ra l ly 
was b rought  o u t .  Po l ice cord o n ed -off the town a nd a l l  
en t ry a n d  e x i t  po in t s  fo r t o w n  were sea led .  I n  Ha la  seven ,  
i n  J a t i  two, i n  Ta ndo  Ad a m  fo u r, i n  M u sa Khat iy a n  t h ree, 
i n c l u d i n g two high schoo l  s tude nts, in Ta ndo  A l l a hya r two, 
i n  K h a i r p u r  two, i n  M a t l i  fo u r  a n d  in S h a h d a d p u r  e ight  
workers co u rted a r rest .  I n  Ba d i n ,  a l e a d e r  of  c h i l d re n  
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orga n isat ion  a n d  in  Ka ra c h i  a P P P  leader, were a r rested by 
po l i ce .  Jn  D i p l o ,  students  of h igh schoo l  b ro u ght ou t  a ra l l y  
a n d  t h e  town was s h ut dow n . R a i i i e s  were b rought  ou t  i n  
Taj p u r  a nd Aa b ri wh ich  m e rged at K h a i sa n o M o r i  and  
b locked  Hydera b a d - M i r p u r k h a s  roa d fo r t h re e  h o u rs .  
Three  workers c o u rted a r rest, wh i le  po l i ce a rrested n i n e  
o t h e r  workers .  

I n  N a ua ba d  po l i ce  b a t o n  c h a rged  t h e  ra l ly a n d  a rrested a 
loca l l e a d e r .  As the  p rotesters reached po l i c e  s tat ion  to 
force his re lease ,  the po l i ce  resorted a e r i a l  f i r i ng ;  
a fte rwa rd the  ra l ly  d is pe rsed pea cefu l ly .  I n  Ta n d o  
M o ha m med K h a n ,  one  w o r k e r  c o u rted a rrest,  w h i l e  p o l ice  
a r rested two m o re workers  in  ra ids  on  t h e i r  h o u s e s .  
U n k n own persons  s e t  o n  f ire t h e  U n ion  Co u n c i l  K i ru n d i  
offi c e .  A j o i n t  ra l l y  fro m K i ru n d i, Akr i  a n d  Kot La l u  was  
b ro u g h t  o u t  wh ich  converted in to  a p u b l i c  m ee t i n g .  Aft e r  
a d d ress ing  t h e  m e e t i n g  two wo rkers c o u rted a rrest .  I n  
M a t l i ,  a n  o i l  t a n k e r  wa s s e t  o n  f i r e  b y  h ig h  s c h o o l  s tudents .  

M a u l a n a  Shah  A h med  N o o ra n i  of JUP  re a c h e d  H a l a  and  
h e l d  a 3 - h o u r  m e e t i n g  w i th  M a kh doo m Ta l i b-u l - M o u la ,  the  
sen ior  v ice  c h a i r m a n  of  PPP .  Ta l k i n g  to j o u r n a l ists aft e r  t h e  
m e et i ng ,  Noora n i  d e c l a re d  that  the  o ngo ing  m ove m e n t  
w a s  fo r t h e  e n d  o f  M a rt i a l  Law but  t h e  gove r n m e n t  w a s  
p ro pagat ing  t h a t  i t  w a s  fo r t h e  separat ion  of  S i n d h  from 
Pa k i st a n . 

Res ig n a t ions  from e l e cted 111 u n i c i p a l  posts co n t i n u e d  a n d  
in  H a t r i  o n e ,  i n  C h a m b a rh five,  i n  Pacca Chang  t h ree ,  i n  
S h a h p u r  t h ree ,  i n  D a d u  two, i n  B u c h e r i e leve n ,  i n  
M a h ra b p u r  fo u r, i n  R a n i p u r  t h ree ,  i n  S h i k a r p u r  two, i n  
;ra n d o  A l l a hya r two, i n  M e ha rh e igh t, i n c l u d i n g  two fro rn 
pr iso n ,  in Ko l a c h i  t h ree fro m p riso n ,  i n  Tha r i rh i  Mo h a b a t  
s ix, i n  B h u leda  s e v e n  i n c l u d i n g  one  fro m P '. i son ,  i n  S h a h  
P u nja  o n e, i n  Bothro t h ree,  i n  M i r p u rkhas  o n e ,  i n  La kha  
o n e ,  i n  Kotr i  one ,  i n  N a u s h e h ro F e ro z  e ight, i n  Se r i  one  and  
i n  B u l r i Shah  K a ri m  s ix  counc i l o rs . es igned . 
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F i fty-five poets, write rs, journa l ists a n d  i nte l l ec tua l s  from 
Lahore issued a s igned sta tement  a n d  a p pea led  to t h e  
people  of the  whole country to p l ay  t h e i r  h istor ica l  ro le i n  
t h e  rest o rat ion  o f  demo cracy a n d  t h e  c iv i l  l i be rt ies .  They 
co n d e m ne d  the  atte mpts to de stroy the d e mocrat ic  
strugg le  and reaffi rmed that  the  peop le  of S i n d h  were as  
patr iot  and pro-de mocra cy a s  the  peop le  of other  p a rts o f  
the  cou n try. They dec la red that  the  d e m ocrat ic  strugg l e  
ca n n ot be stra ng led b y  the  state torture .  A m o ng others 
Ustad D a m a n ,  H a b i b  J a l ib ,  M u noo B h a i, A n w a r  Sajjad ,  
Hussa in  N a q i, Ab id  Hassan  M a nto,  Amin  M ug h a l, F a k h a r  
Za m a n ,  A l taf  Ahmed Qure s h i, H a m e e d  Akhter, G h u la m 
Rasoo l  Chacha ,  I H Rash id ,  Syed M u mtaz Ah m ed,  R i a z  
M a l i k, A h m e d  Bash i r, Rakhshanda  Hassan ,  Shafq a t  Ta nveer  
M i rza a nd Raf iq  M i r  a lso s igned  the  state m e n t .  

Day 31 ' 1,,, 131h September, i n  Hydera bad wo m e n  t r i e d  to  
b r i ng  out  a ra l ly at  S i lawat ne ighborhood d u ri n g  a fternoon ,  
th i s  atte m pt was fo i led by the  fe m a le and  ma le  p o l ice,  
who a rrested s ix  women and fe m a l e  s tudents .  At the s ci m e  
t i m e ,  po l i ce  tr ied t o  a rrest few m o re wo m e n, w h o  were  
wa i t i ng  fo r passe nger  bus a t  nea rby bus  s top ,  w h ic h  
re su l ted  i n  excha nge o f  ha rd words b etwe e n  wo m e n  a nd 
po l i ce .  Two m a l e  M R D  workers a l so court a rrested i n  a 
sepa ra te ra l ly i n  Hyd e ra b a d .  The po l i ce  a l so cond ucted  
ra ids  o n  7 3  houses of the  a cti ve workers and  a rrested 
many of  t h e m .  At few p laces re la t ives of the  wanted  
wo rke rs were a lso be ing  a rrested,  a s  the  po l i ce  fa i l e d  to  
a r rest  them.  I n  Ha la ,  over  fo rty thousa nd  per  p i e  g a t h e re d  
a t  the  Dargah  o f  M a khdoom N o a h  a n d  ra i sec' s l oga n s  fo r 
t h e  restorat ion  of democracy a n d  1 9 7 3  constil J ti o n, l i ft i n g  
of  M a rt i a l  L a w  a n d  re lease of po l i t i ca l  pr iso ners .  afte r  t h e  
speeches  b y  the  loca l l eaders h i p, s i x  workers court 
a rreste d .  a fte rwa rd ra l ly, pass ing  by powe r gr id  sta t i o n  
reached the  Nat io n a l  H ig hway, o n  the  w a y  b a c k  to  Darg a h ,  
fe w of  the  part i c ipants  t r i e d  to m ove to the  ra i lway  
sta t ion ,  were f ired upon  by  the  Fro n t i e r  Consta b u l a ry, 



Civil Disobedience against Zia 1 981 - 1 988 1 8 9  

d e p loye d fo r t h e  p rotect ion o f  sta t i o n  a n d  k i l l e d  two 
prote ste rs a n� i nj u �ed six others .  I n  ret a l i a t i o n  of  fi r ing 
protesters set o n  f i re  ra i iway o ff ices and woo d e n  s ieepers .  
They a l so set o n  f i re  the  Agr i c u l t u ra l  Deve lo p m e nt Ba nk  
and  a veh ic le  pa rked i n  the premises .  The p rotest e rs a l so 
set o n  fire the  construct ion  b u l l dozers pa rked at N a t i o n a l  
H i g hway, wh i ch  w a s  b loc ked fo r e i g h t  h o u rs b e c a u s e  o f  the 
d ist u rb a n ce .  

I n  K a ra c h i ,  two wo rke rs c o u rt a rrested,  i n  p resence  of  a b ig  
n u m ber  of  s u p po rters .  A ra l ly was  brought  o u t  in  U d e ro 
La l ,  a m i dst a com plete s h u t  down,  the  p rotest e rs s a t - i n  o n  
the  ra i lway t rack .  I n  Ta n d o  Ka i se r, a ra l ly wa s b ro ught  o u t  
wh ich  a fter  p a s s i n g  t h ro ugh  t h e  t o w n ,  c u l m i n a t e d  o n  the  
c o u rt a rrest of  two wo rke rs, i n c l u d i ng an  eng i n e e ri ng  
u n ivers ity s tudent .  I n  Taj p u r, po l ice f i red  tea r g a s  s h e l l s  on  
t h e  ra l ly, i n  reta l ia t i o n  protesters t h rew stone ,  h e re two 
wo rkers court a r rested, wh i le  po l i ce  a rrested seven  m o re 
protesters .  Ta n d o  Bago observed a c o m p lete  s t r i ke .  I n  
Ta n d o  Ad a m ,  t h ree workers c o u rt a rrested .  i n  D a d u  o n e ,  i n  
M e h a r h  two, i n  K h a i r p u r  N a t h a n  S h a h  s ix, i n  Seta  t h ree 
wo rkers court a rreste d .  in Seta ,  l o c a l  res id ent s  c l i m be d  o n  
a t ra i n  a n d  ra ised s log a n s  aga i ns t  t h e  M a rt i a l  Law.  The 
p o l ice cordon-off the t ra i n  a t  n e a rby P h u lj i  R a i lway  Sta t ion  
a nd d i spe rsed the p rotesters .  I n ' P iya ro  G o t h ,  loca l  
res ide nts  ho isted P P P  fl ags  o n  300 feet h igh  M i c ro View 
Sta t ion  a n d t ra i ns r u n n i n g  on Hyderabad a n d  S u k k u r  
t racks .  I n  M o ro,  a ra l l y  w a s  b ro u g h t  o u t .  Aft e r  a d d ress ing  
the  ra l ly, the loca l  M R D leaders h i p  asked po l i ce  to  come 
fo rwa rd fo r a r rest ing  the  i ntended  workers  but  a s  the 
pol ice d i d  not  rea ched ,  so the  ra l ly went  to t h e  l o c a l  po l i ce  
s ta t ion  and  two worke rs c o u rt a rrested .  

Ta l h a r  o bserved a com p lete str ike .  I n  the  m o rn i ng a bo u t  
400  young  boys b ro ught  o u t  a ra l ly, wh i ch  set  o n  fi re the  
o ld  t i re s  at  m a i n  b u s  s top and  b locke d  t raff i c  fo r two 
h o u rs .  The p rotest e rs t h rew stones  o n  a pass i ng  t r a i n .  
La ter, t h e  ra l ly  m a rched  to loca l po l i ce  s t a t i o n ,  where 
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po l ice fo rce i n s tead of t a k i n g  a n y  act io n ,  ret re a t e d .  
P ro tes te rs d a m aged two c o m m e rcia l b a n ks a n d  s e t  o n  f ire 
t il e  iocai  m u n i c i p a i  off ice . Afte rwa rd,  t h ey moved to 
ra i lway sta t io n  a n d  se t  on fire t h e  s tore room a n d  wo o d e n  
s le e pe r s .  i n  t h e  afte rnoon ,  loca l po l i ce wit h t h e  h e l p  o f  
M a rt ia l Law a u t ho r i t ies,  re - took t h e  cont ro l  o f  t o w n  a n d  
a rrested twe n ty p ro t este rs i n c l u d i n g  l abor, s t u d e n t  a n d  
po l i t i ca l  a c t iv ists a n d  co n d uc ted  ra ids to a rrest o t h e rs .  

I n  M a t l i ,  a m idst  a com p lete  s t r i k e ,  two ra l l i e s  were 
broug h t  out ,  as  t h e  most  o f  t h e  town po l i ce  wa s d e p loyed 
a t  the  d istr ic t  h e a d q u a rt e rs,  so the protesters of  one ra l l y  
roa m e d  o n  t h e  roa ds f ree ly  a n d  fo u r  o f  them c o u rt 
a rrested ,  t h e  par t i c i p a nts  of other  ra l ly b locked 
Hyd e ra bad-Ba d i n  Roa � a nd set  o n  fi re the  m i l i ta ry-owned 
oi l  t a n k e r ,  a gove r n m e n t  bus and e ffigy of G e n e r a l  Z ia . 
Later ,  po l i ce  a rrested fe w protesters, who we re prod uced  
befo re loca l M a rt i a l  Law offi c ia � Major  Abd u l  La t i f .  I n  D igri,  
two wo rkers cou rt a rrested . G u i a b  Lagha ri a n d  J h a ngha ra 
observed a co m p l e t e  sh ut  down .  I n  Tha ri M i rwah,  a ra l ly 
wa s brought  out  a n d  twe lve workers court a rrested .  
K h a i r p u r  obse rved a co m p l e t e  s t r i ke  a n d  a l l  ma rkets  a nd 
roa d-s ide  tea  sh o ps were shu t  down .  M a l e  a n d  fe m a le 
s tudent s  of Shah  Lat i f  Ca m p us o f  S i n d h U n ivers ity sat -on  
Nat iona l  H ighway and  b l ocked i t  fo r one  h o u r, with 
b u r n i ng the o ld t i r e s .  Later, the stude nts of  
S u p e ri o rCo l l ege a l so brought  out  a sepa rate ra l l y  a n d  
b lo cked H ighway fo r a n o t h e r  ho u r. 

I n  Se hwa n ,  a comp lete s t ri k e  was observed a n d  a ra l ly was 
brought  ou t ,  wh i ch  pass i ng  t h rough d i ffe re nt  roa ds,  
rea ched  Da rga h of Qa l a n d a r  La i S h a h b a z  and ho isted a P P P  
flag on i t s  go l d e n  gate . L a t e r, fo u r  worke rs court a rreste d .  
i n  M a h ra b p u r, a ra l ly wa s brought  out  a n d  t h re e  wo rkers  
co u rt a rre s t e d .  Pa n o Aqi l  obse rved a comp le te  s t ri k e .  
S u k k u r  o bserved a co m p le te  s t r i ke wh e re po l i ce  a nd a rmy 
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marched i n  convoys . I n  the eve n i ng t h ree workers court 
a rrest ed afte r  address ing  the  pub l i c  meet i n g .  I n  Sukkur, 
wa l l s  of c i ty were pasted wit h h a nd-written posters, 
dema n d i n g  the l i ft i ng  of Mart ia l  Law and restorat ion  of 
dem ocracy. Through some posters,  the pol ice was as ked to 
d i sobey the  o rders to sup press t he prote ste rs . In  
Jacoba bad,  two workers court a rreste d .  i n  Ka nd i a ro, ra l ly 
b locked the  Nat iona l  H ighway fo r seve ra l h o u rs .  I n  Kotri  
Ka b i r, part i c ipants of a ra l ly attacked a com merc ia l  ba n k  
a n d  da maged i ts  fu rn i tu re .  I n  Bha n Saeed a ba d ,  a ra l ly of 
ove r five t h ousa n d  part ic ipa nts was brought out ,  which 
c u l m i nated o n  a pub l ic  meet i ng addressed by the loca l 
leaders .  

I n  G hotk i ,  a ra l l y  was brought  o ut, as  it rea ched i n  the  
com mercia l a rea ,  the shopkee pers c losed down the i r  
bus i nesses .  As  the  ra l ly  rea ched near  to t he po l ice stat ion ,  
the  loca l po l ice a rrested 35 protesters.  I n  Kand ia ro, e ight  
worke rs court a rreste d .  i n  H a l a n i ,  ra l l y  blocked the  
Nat iona l  H ighway. I n  Bh i rya Road  town ,  students  of 
pri m a ry a n d  h igh  school  brought out  a ra l ly  am i dst a 
com p lete shut  d own a n a  set o n  fire the  effigy of Genera l  
Zia . I n  Bad in  two and i n  P i ron M a l  two workers court 
arrested . I n  Bozd a r  Wadha ,  a ra l l y  wa s brought out  a m idst 
a complete shut  down .  F ive workers offe red t h e i r  a rrest 
but as  the police was n ot prese nt at  the spot so the ra l ly  
moved to Th ar i  M i rwah for  court a rrest .  I n  B u nge !  Dero, a 
ra l ly  wa s b rought  out ,  which after  pass ing t h rough 
d i ffe rent roa ds  rea ched at N a t i o n a l  H ighway, where 
protesters set o n  fire the  effigy of G e n e ra l  Zi a .  As the  ra l ly 
d i spersed pea cefu l ly, the  army took ove r t h e  town a n d  o n  
t h e  p o i n t i n g  o f  loca l  ca dres of Z i a  H i maya t  Ta hreek 
cond ucted ra ids  o n  reside nces of m a n y  a ct ive workers and  
arrested n i n e  of t h e m .  I n  Kh ip ro, seve n workers cou rt 
a rrested . 
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I n  La rkana ,  a shut  down wa s observed a m idst  m a ny cracker  
b lasts .  For  the  who le  day, the  law e n force rs t r ied to o p e n  
the  b u s i n esses b u t  the  sma i i  g roups  of protest e rs forced 
the t ra d e rs to shu t  down the i r  b us i nesses .  A ra l l y 
c u l rr ' n ated o n  the  court a rrP c t  of t h ree worke rs . I n  Thatta ,  
a d e m o n strat ion  was  o rga n i zed,  a fterward po l i ce  a rreste d 
two workers .  J u ngsh a h i  o bserved a com plete s t r i ke .  

P revious  n ight,  some u n k n own pe rso n s  t r ied  to set  o n  fire 
the Sess ion Court B u i l d i ng i n  Nawa bshah ,  wh ich  resu l ted  i n  
b u r n i ng o f  the  court document c  

K a ra c h i  po l ice a rrested o ne more wo rke r, fo r a l leged bomb 
b las t  i n  Lia q uata bad a rea .  So fa r ,  po l ice h a d  a rrested s i x  
workers i n  th i s  co n n ect io n .  'The D istr ict M a gistrate 
Tha rpa rkar  i m posE: J secti o n  144 fo r two m o n t h s  a n d  
b a n ned  gather ing  o f  five o r  mo re perso n s  a n J  ca rryi n g  
a rm s  i n  t h e  d istr ict .  

M e a nwh i l e , e lected cou nc i lors  cont i nued re s ignat ions  
f rom the i r  m u n ic ipa l seats a nd i n  Ta ndo Bago o ne, i n  
H i n go rja  fifteen,  i n  Ko l ach i  e ight ,  i n  Tha ri M i rw a h  o ne, i n  
Ta ndo  Hyd er  t h i rtee n ,  i n  Hyderabad two, i n  J a m s h o ro o n e, 
i n  K i ru n d i  th ree,  in Hat r i  o n e, i n  S h i ka rpur  two, in Pa n hwa r 
two, i n  M i rza Bagh  o n e, i n  Udero La l s ix,  i n  Aa m r i ,  
J h a ngara ,  K h a h i  and C h a n na U n ion  Co u n c i l s  twelve and i n  
S a n g h a r  ten  e l ected representat ives res igned  i n  t h e  
so l i da rity w i t h  M R D.  

M i l it a ry Courts cont i n ued sentences to t h e  p o l i t ica l 
workers a n d  the S u m m a ry M i l i t a ry Cou rt n o .  1 6  Sa ngh a r  
se n te nced two workers fo r s ix  months  impr iso n m e n t  each ,  
u nd e r  M LR 5 a nd 1 3 , S u m m a ry M i l i t a ry Co u rt n o .  16  
s e n te nced  2 7  p rote ste rs fo r one year  i m p r iso n me n t  a n d  
t e n  l a shes  each .  They were accused of br i ng ing  o u t  a ra l ly 
o n  2 71 " August i n  S h a h d a d p u r, wh i l e  S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry 
Co u rt B a d i n  sente nced one worker fo r o n e  yea r 
i m p riso n m e n t .  He was accused of d istri b u t i ng p a m p h lets  
o n  241" August .  
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I n  i ts  C e n t ra l  Co m m ittee m e et ing  M R D,  after  rev iewing the  
ove ra l l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the  co u n t ry, h a n ded-ove r the  conve n e r  
s h i p  of  a i l i a n ce t o  M a u i a na S h a h  Jvi oha m m e d  A m rot i  o f  J U I  
fo r c o m i ng t h ree m o n t hs .  The m ee t i n g  co n d e m ned  the  
a l lo t m e n t  of  C c l ass to the  l e a d e rs a nd workers in  pr iso n s  
a n d  not  p rov i d i ng req u i red  m ed i c a l  chec k u p  to workers 
a ft e r  a d m i n is t ra t i n g  l ashes  to the m .  

O n e  o f  t h e  M R Q priso n e rs i n  Hydera bad  C e n t ra l  J a i l , 
M a u l a n a  Syed Qa m a r  Hash m i  su ffe red h e a rt a t tack  a n d  
sh i fted  to  C iv i l  Hos p ita l Hydera ba d .  H a s h m i , c o u rt a rrested 
in  Hyd e ra ba d  on 141h August a n d  was sen ten ce.d by a 
S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry Co u rt .  

M ea nwh i le ,  t h re e  fo r m e r  L a h o re H igh  Co u rt j u dges D i l awar  
M a hmood ,  C h a u d h ry K h a l i d  M a h mood and  Aa m i r  R a za 
Khan ,  fo r m e r  a dvoca te G e n e r a l  West Pak ista n Raja Syed 
Akbar  Kha n a n d  fo rmer  Advocate G e n e ra l  P u nj a b  Cba u d h ry 
M o h a m m e d  Ar if  i n  a j o i n t  state m e nt d e m a n d e d  tha t  i n  
c o ntext  o f  t h e  c u rren t  s i tuat io·n i n  t h e  c o u n t ry, t h e  
vio l e n ce s h o u l d  i m m e d ia te ly be  sto pped ,  e s pe cia l l y  i n  
S i n d h, w h e re peop le  were d e m a n d i ng t h e  restora t i o n  of 
1 9 7 3  consti t u ti o n  a n d  de l ay  i n  i t  c o u l d  t a ke 3 d iffe re n t  
course o f  t h e  move m e n t .  

Day Thirty- Two,,, 14 th September,,, I n  Sha0h d a d p u r  two, i n  
S h i k a r p u r  two, i n  Ta n d o  A l la hya r two, i n  La rka n a  o n e  
worker  court a rrest e d .  I n  Peshawa r, a n  80-ye a rs o l d  
worker  a n d  i n  M a rd a n  two workers, co u rt a rrest e d .  

S i n d h i  d a i ly A/tab Hyd e ra bad o n  141h Septe m b e r  wrote a n  
e d i tor ia l o n  t h e  i nc ident  of  K h a i r p u r  N a t h a n  s h a h ,  i n  wh ich  
at  l east five p rotesters were k i l l e d  and e ight  o t h e rs i nj u re d  
i n  t h e · f i r i ng  b y  l aw e n fo rc i ng  agency .  T h e  n ewspa per  ca l l ed 
fo r a j u d ic ia l e n q u i ry, so i n  fut u re such  i n c i d e n t s  c o u l d  be 
avo i d e d .  

Day Th irty- Three,,, 1 5th September, , , ,  M i l i ta ry Courts i n  
H yd e r a b a d  a n d  B a d i n  sentenced  seve n workers a n d  fi n e cj.  
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fo r o rga n i z i ng  ra l l i es .  G e n e ra l  ( R )  Fa i z  A l i  Ch i s ht i ,  who wa s 
cons id e red a s  p l a n n e r  of G e n e ra l  Z i a ' s  coup  detent, 
dec l a red the  on-go ing ag i tat ion  a g a i n st a n  i n st i tut ion ,  
i n stead of a n  i n d iv id u a l .  Ad d ress ing  the  journa l i sts a t  
Lahore Press  C lub ,  fo rmer  federa l  m i n is ter  a n d ch ief  o f  
e lect ion c 2 '. i  u n d e r  Z ia ,  regretted tha t  t h e  respect a m ong 
the  masses fo r a rmed fo rces had  van i shed  a n d  op ined  that  
the  o n ly way o ut was the  genera l e lecti o ns u n d e r · the  1973  
const i tut ion a n d  t r i a l s  of v io lators  of  const i tut ion ,  
i nc l ud i r;ig  h im.  He  a d m itted that  the  cu rre nt  s i tuat ion wa s 
worse then  J u ly 1977,  the ti m e  when  M a rti a l  Law wa s 
i m posed .  

Day T�irty-Four,, , 1 61h September, , ,  I n  D igr i ,  two workers 
cou rted a rrest, wh i l e  e ight  e lected m u n ic ipa l counc i lo rs 
resigned . M R D  Dad u fo rmed a fa ct fi n d ing  comm ittee to 
comp i le  the n a m e s  of  the k i l l ed a n d  i n ju re d  persons d u r ing 
the  ongoing move m e n t .  

Day ;rty-Five,,, 1 i "  September, , ,  Two fa ctory 
a ffi l i a ted with the  Co m m u n ist Pa rty of 
vo l u n teered t h e i r  a r rest  in Shahdad  kot.  

worke rs, 
Pa k istan ,  

Day Thirty-Six,, ,  1 8th September,,, Karach i  po l ice a rrested a 
·former  Punj a b  Asse m bly  m e m b e r  at K a rach iA irport o n  h i s  
a rriva l  fro m Lo n d o n .  Two m o r e  C P P  wo rkers vo lun te e red  
the i r  a rrest .  S h a h d a d Kot town in  t h e  Northern  S i n d h  
ach ieved a d is t inct ion  fo r p rod uc ing  t h e  you ngest courted 
a rrest worker ,  when  M o m i n  Khan J a m a l i , a m e m b e r  of the 
c h i l d re n  o rga n i zat ion  of  the  C P P  c o u rt a rrested .  Later, 
J a m a l i  was awarded o n e  year  i m pr iso n m e n t  by a M i l ita ry 
Court and  wa s kept  i n  Sukkur  Centra l  J a i l ,  where he got a 
status of be i ng a ce leb rity a m o ng t h e  fe l l ow po l i t ica l 
worke rs. Kha i rpur  po l ice a rrested t h re e  P P P  worke rs, a l l  
rea l  b rothe rs, i n  a ra id . I n  S h i ka rp u r  o n e ,  i n  M i rp u rkhas  
two, i n  Ra n i p u r  two, i n  Kha i rpur  fo ur,  i n  Nawabshah  two, 
in Nu srat  c i ty two, in S h a h d a d p u r  t h ree ,  in Lahore one a n d 
i n  Peshawa r two workers court a rrest e d .  Lya ri v ic in ity of  
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Kara c h i  beca m e  t h e  bat t le  gro u n d  w h e n  a fo rmer  asse m bly 
m e m be r  l ed  a n d  a d d ressed a ra l l y  befo re court i ng a rre st .  
Po i ice f i red tear  gas  s h e i l s a n d baton  cha rged to d i s p e rse 
the m o b  wh ich  pe l ted s tones  a t  th e m .  

S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry Co u rt n o .  2 0  sentenced  s ix  workers  to 
i m pr i so n m e n t, who were c h a rged  fo r br ing ing  out a ra l l y  
a n_d r a i s i n g  a n t i-gove r n m e n t  s loga ns  o n  18t 11 August  i n  
Hydera b a d .  

O n  the  a p pea l of  M R D, t h e  fest iv ity o f  sac r ifi c ing  E i d  o n  
18th Septe m be r  wa s c e l e b ra ted  with s i m p l ic i ty a n d  
throughout  · s i n d h  p ra ye rs were o ffe red fo r the  m a rtyrs o f  
m ovement .  Newspa pers re po rted s uch congregat ions  were 
a lso o rg a n i zed  i n  v i l l age  M a ngermo ri, Ba hawa l Za u e r, 
K a u ro Uja n, S h a h p u r  J a h a n iya n, O m a rkot, a nd M e h a r h .  

T h �  fes t iv ity of  E i d  w a s  ce le brated  w i t h  a l o t  of  f u n  i n  t h e  
Hyd e r a b a d  Cen tra l j a i l ,  w h e re p ri son  a uthori t ies  a l l owed 
a l l  1 600 p o l iti ca l pr i so n e rs to meet each  othe rs .  The m ost 
sought  out pr i so n e r  o n  t h a t  day was  the l e a d i n g  S i n d h i  
p o e t  S a rvech Sujawa l i , w h o  h a d  to rec i te h i s  p o l i t ica l a n d  
ro m a n t i c  p o e m s  m a ny t i m e s .  O n e  o f  h i s  poems  'O' 
G e n e ra l .  . .  O' Colo n e l' beca m e  an i nsta n t  hit and was  
s m ugg led  outs ide ,  where i t  was  p u b l i shed  c l a n d est i ne ly  i n  
thousa n d s  a nd w a s  w i d e l y  c i rc u l a tect: 

Three days l a t e r, to d isc i p l i n e  t h e m  many  of the  po l i t ica l 
pr i s o n e rs o f  Hyderabad  J a i l  w e re s h ifted to o t h e r  pr i so n s  
o f  the  co u n t ry o n  2 1 't Se pte m be r .  

After  p e rfo r m i n g  E i d  prayers i n  K a ra c h i  C e nt ra l  J a i l ,  Qa ri 
S h e r  Afza l o f  J U I , . g ra b be d  t h e  offic ia l l o u d s p e a k e r  a n d 
offe red p rayer  fo r the  m a rtyrs fro m Pa les t ine  to S i n d h .  O n  
t h is u n expected  m ove, the  p r i son  a ut h o ri t ies  p a n icked a n d  
d isco n n ected t h e  wires  of  t h e  s o u n d  system but  t h e  
pr iso n e rs stood t h e i r  g ro u n d  t i l l  t h e  e n d  of  the  praye rs .  

After  g re e t i n g  each o t h e r  fo r E id ,  thli po l i t ica l p riso n e rs 
gathered  a t  t h e  l awn  of Wa rd 2 3  fo r funera l  p rayers i n  
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a bsent ia  for the  m a rtyrs of M R D  move m e n t .  Afte rwards a n  
a l l - pa rt i e s  g e n e ra l  meet ing was convened t ha t  lasted fo r 
ove r t h re e  h o u rs a nd was a d d ressed by representat ives o f  
every o rg a n isa t ion .  

Hea l th  cond i t ion  of a M R D  worker  Abd u l  Ma l i k  Advocat e  
wo rse n ed o n  13th Septe mber, s o  t h e  genera l  body o f  
po l i t i ca l  p ri s o n e rs i n  Karach i  J a i l  dec ided to g o  o n  h u ng e r  
str ike u n t i l  h e  wa s s h ifted to the  hospita l .  La te r  i n  eve n i ng 
pr ison a u thori t ies  o rdered  tha t  h e  be sh ifted to t h e  
hosp i ta l  a n d  t h e  ca l l  fo r hunger  str ike was ca l led-off. 

19t 11 Septe m be r, N a udero po l ice faced a new s i tua t ion ,  
when  the  re lea sed fo ur  po l i t ica l  workers t h reatened t o  
b e g i n  a h u nger  str ike if t h e y  were n o t  reg i stered a s  
p o l i t i c a l  p riso n e rs . T h e  workers of  a S ind h-based M a rx i s t  
group  Wata n- Dost l n q a l a b i  Pa rty courted a rrest a week  
ear l i e r  b u t  were re leased by the  po l i ce  aft e r  severe 
torture .  

P P P  Sen ior  Vice Cha i rma n M a khdoom Ta l i b  u l  Mou la  i n  a n  
i n te rv iew s u p po rted the  idea  o f  ho ld ing  t a l ks with. t h e  
gove rn m e n t  b u t  s a i d  t h a t  such a u t hority l a y  o n l y  with  t h e  
d e t a i n e e  l e a d e rs of  M R D .  •• 

20th Septem ber, , ,  I n  Qa z i  Ahmed,  a ra l ly with some a rmed  
proteste rs a t tacked  the  loca l  po l ice stat ion ,  wh ich  was  
reta l i a te d  by po l ice wi th  f i r ing  so protesters d i s pe rsed . 
Stat ion House  officer  Po l ice Stat ion in jured  i n  attack .  I n  
Ta ndo J a m ,  t h ree worke rs court a rrested wh i l e  po l i ce  
a rrested fu rt h e r  e l eve n prote ste rs fo r part ic i pat ing  i n  a 
ra l ly .  I n  Oma rkot,  two workers court a rrested,  po l ice used  
tear  gas  s h e l l i n g  a n d  ba ton  cha rge to d i spe rse t h e  
protesters .  

During  the  E id  ho l i days, Shamsheru l  Hyder i ,  the  ed i tor  of 
S i n d h i  d a i ly  M e h ra n ,  Hydera bad  was rep laced by Sa n a  
U l l a h  Raja r .  T h i s  rep lacement  was d i re ct conse q uence o f  
ed i tor ia l  t i t l ed  ' D e n i a l  b y  Qua i d - i -Azam,  writt e n  b y  
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S h a m sher  i n  s u p port  o f  t h re e  worke rs r e m oved from t h e i r  
serv ices  b y  the  gove r n m e n t-owned d a i l y  M a s h ri q ,  Lahore .  
He  wrote i n  h i s  l a s t  e d i tor ia l ,  'Th ree workers o f  offic i a l  
newspa p e r  M a s h r iq La h o re a re be ing fi red  fro m jobs ,  p re
censorsh ip  is b e i n g  i m posed on  da i ly  Arnn,  Ka ra c h i ,  L a h o re 
based newspa pe r S u b u h -Al k h a i r  rs b e i ng s u s p e n d e d ,  the  
suspens ion .  of  advert i se m e nts  fo r Hyd e r a b a d  based  S i n d h i  
newspa p e rs i s  no  m o re a secret .  The e m p loye e s  o f  M a s h riq 
w e re u n e m ployed because  i n  these c i rcu m st a nces  they  
were respo n d i ng to t h e  vo ice  of  the i r  co nc i sen ess .  
Restr ict i o n s  on  Arnn were i m posed beca use it  c o n t i n u e d  to  
wr i te ,  i t  was wr i t ing  ear l i e r .  Subuh-A lkh a i r  was  s u s pe n d e d  
b e c a u s e  i t  i n t e n d e d  to s e e  a better  m o r n i n g  . 

. Advert i se m e n ts of  S i n d h i  newspa pers were s u s p e n d e d  
because t h e i r  rea d e rs h i p  h a d  beco m e  the  saboteurs .  

Why s h o u l d  we say that  how m uch those  steps  w i l l  be  
j ust i f ied  with t h e  peop le ,  b�ca u se we a re one  of  the  
aggr ieved  P.ar t ies, who a re among the  a bove m e nt ioned  
newspapers and  workers ?  A l though  t h e  j o u rn a l i sts' a n d  
newspa pers' o rga n i za t i o n s  of  S i n d h  a n d  P u nja b h a d  
a l re a d y  p rotested o n  t h e  i ssue b u t  w e  know t h a t  when  t h e  
gove rn m e n t  fee l s  t h e  wo u n d  of  p e n ,  i t  c o n s i d e rs every 
m e d ic i ne  poiso n o u s .  'The i n k  of  t h e  p e n  of  l e a rned  i s  
h o l i e r  t h e n  the  b l o o d  o f  m a rtyr', s a y s  a n  a ut h e n t i c  say ing  
of  p ro p het .  Say ing noth ing  i n  th i s  reg a rd ,  we p ro d u ce h e re 
t h e  o p i n io n  of  the  fo u n d e r  of  the  na t ion  Qua id - i -Aza m ,  o n  
' t h e  state  of  jo u r n a l i s m  i n  I n d ia '  e x p ressed  i n  t h e  speech  
befo re t h e  I m pe ri a l  Leg i s l a tive Counc i l  o n  1 91h S e pte m b e r  
1 9 1 8 .  'fo r a s i ng le  seco n d  I do  n o t  w a n t  a ny c o ncess ion  t o  
the  c u l p ri ts  of  t reason ,  d isha rmony o r  rac ia l  d isc r i m i n a t i o n  
b u t  a t  the  sa m e  t i m e  I d o  say t h a t  save t h e  i n n o c e nts,  save 
those journa l i s ts  who a re perform ing  t h e i r  d uty,  and who 
a re s e rv ing  both the gove rn m e n t  and the peop le  by d a r i ng 
to  c r i t i c i ze .  Such  of  t h e i r  ste p i s  a g u i d a nce  o f  a ny 
gove r n m e n t ' .  
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We wo u ld  l i ke to d ivert the at tent ion  of  gove r n m e n t  
peop le s o  t h e y  c o u l d  spare s o m e t i m e  to review that  they 
m ight  be d isca rd i ng the gu ida nce g ive n by Quid- i-Aza m ' .  

Shamsheru l  Hyder i  h a d  jo ined  Hyd e ra ba d  based S i n d h i  
d a i ly M e hran ,  o w n e d  by p ro-Zia p o l i t i c i a n  a n d  sp i r i tua l  
l eader  P i r  Paga ro o n  2 nd J u ly 1983 and  was tasked to  
e n hance the  re aders h i p  of the  paper, o t h e rwise d isca rded 
by the  peop le  because of  its p ro-reg ime sta nce .  

2 2 nd Septe m b e r, , ,  A b ig ra l l y  of p rotesters ma rched 
towards t he oi l  exp lora ti o n  fi e l d  i n  B a d i n ,  105 of  t h e m  was 
a rrested by the po l i ce .  The Army was ca l led to p rotect the 
oi l  fie ld ,  where locals were d e p r ived of  jobs which had 
c reated rese ntment  a m o ng t h e m .  S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry Cou rts 
in Thatta a n d  B a d i n  sente nced five workers of  
i m p riso n m e n t  a n d  f i ne  fo r b ri ng ing  o ut ra l l ies and  
d a m ag ing  gove r n m e n t  p ro pe rti es.  M ea n whi le ,  133  persons 
were re leased i n  La rka n a  d istr ict, who were a rrested on  
d i ffe re n t  days f rom ra l l i es .  

2 41 11 Septe m b e r, , ,  I n  Thar i  M i rwa h t h ree,  i n  Ta n d o  A l l ahyar  
two a nd i n  Oma rkot two workers courted  a rrest, 
m e a nwhi le  po l i ce co n d u cted ra id  on the Karach i  res ide nce 
of  B M Kutt y  of PNP and deta ined  h im fo r 90 days in  
Ka rach i  centra l  j a i l .  

2 6t h Septem ber, , ,  I n  Ta n d o  A l la hya r s i x ,  i n  Nasa r p u r  two 
a n d in Dadu  e leve n workers courted a rrest o r  were 
a rrested i n  po l ice ra ids .  M a u l a n a Shah  Ahmed Noora n i  
a n nou nced h is  suppo rt fo r the  p ro-democ racy movement  
i n i t iated by  the peop le  of  S ind h .  Ad d ress ing  a se lected 
gathering  of Ka rachi  n o ta b les , h e  said t h a t  the cu rrent  
movement was in no way the  S i n d hudesh  move m e n t .  

27 t h Se pte m b e r, , ,  I n  G a m ba t  t w o  stude nts courted  a rrest .  

28 1h Septe m b e r, , ,  P N P  o ffic ia l l y  a n nou nced j o i n i n g  M R D.  
Address ing a p ress confe rence i n  Ka rach i , Act ing  pa rty 
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P res ident  S h a h  M o ha m m ed S h a h  c i rcu l a ted a sta tement  
s igned  by t h e  p a rty Pres ident  M i r  Ghous  Ba khsh  B i zenjo.  

To cond uct peacefu l  m u n ic i p a l  e lect ions  i n  S i n d h ,  po l ice 
sta rted a rre s t i ng  the act iv ists i n  d i ffe re n t  a reas .  In  t h i s  
con nect io n ,  po l ice a rrested e i g h t  persons  i n  Ka ra ch i ,  
i n c l u d i ng th ree  l oca l  footba l l  c l u b  capta ins, two stud e n ts 
a nd a m u n i c i p a l  counc i lo r  who h a d  res igned e a rl i e r. 

Wife of P P P  a n d  M R D  Karach i  lea d e r  Ah i t ram u l  H a q u e  
Tha nv i  co m p l a i n ed t o  I nspector  G e n e r a l  of  S i n d h  Po l ice 
a b o u t  k i d n a p p i n g/arrest of  her h u s b a n d  by fo u r  
u n id e n t ified  pe rso n s .  A l though ,  i n i t i a l ly po l ice d e n i e d  h i s  
a rrest but  two d a ys l a ter  o n  301h  Septem ber,  h e  was  
deta i ned  fo r s ixty  days .  

F ifte e n  po l it i ca l p r i soners s h ifted  to  Machh centra l  J a i l ,  
B a l och i st a n  fro m S u k k u r  C e n t r a l  J a i l .  Accord i ng to pr iso n 
a d m i n is t ra t ion ,  t h e  p ri son  wa s ove r-crowd ed by t h e  
po l i t i ca l  pr i so n e rs so t h e y  w e r e  s h ifted  to  Kha i rp u r, 

· Karach i  a n d  Hyderabad  J a i l s .  

2 9 t h  Septe m b e r, , , M R D  had  a n no u n c e d  a whea l -j a m  str ike 
to fo i l  gove r n m e nt i n  h o l d i n g  m u n ic i p a l  e l ect ion  i n  few 
d ist r icts of  S i n d h .  In response to  t h i s  ca l l ,  peop le  of v i l l age 
P u n h a l  Kha n Cha n d io and other  n e a rby v i l l ages  of  ta l u ka 
S a k ra nd i n  centra l  S i n d h, too k out  a ra l ly  a n d  recited K o ra n  
fo r m a rtyrs b y  b lock i ng  the  N a t i o n a l  H ighways, conn ect ing 
S i n d h  with  the  rest  of  Pa k ist a n  and ra ised s loga ns  aga inst 
the  M a rt ia l Law gove r n m e n t .  S u d d e n ly Army trucks  a rr ived 
at  s i t - i n  spot wh ich  a n tagon ized  t h e  peop le  a nd t h e i r  
s loga n s  beca m e  louder .  I n  ret a l i a t i o n  A r m y  sta rted  fi r ing  
with a ut o m a t ic guns  and  k i l led  16  persons  on  the  spot  a n d 
inj u red  a n ot h e r  5 4 .  The Pak i sta n Army took  a l l  injured a n d  
u n ha rmed p rotesters i nto  custody a n d a l o n g  with t h e  
ma rtyrssh ifted t h e m  to  the  a r m y  ca m pNawa bs h a h ,  s o m e  
2 5  k i l o m eters  a w a y  from the sce n e .  Aft e r  comp let i ng the  
fo r m a l i t ies ,  t h e  a rrested were s h ifted  to j a i l  a n d in ju red to  
t h e  N a wa bsha hC iv i l H o s p i t a l ,  where the  re s idents  of  the  
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whole  c i ty gathere d  a nd do nated b lood a n d  su pervised 
their t rea tme nt .  

Acco rd i ng to offic i a l  p ress note by Deputy Commissio ner  
Nawa bshah ,  'i n a fternoon 300-400 m iscreants  b l ocked the 
h ighway a nd when they were asked by a uthorit ies to 
d i sperse, few of them o pened fi r ing  on the  l aw e n fo rcer, 
who reta l i a ted .  Casua l t ies  from both s ides reporte d .  Seven 
person s  were a rrested a nd fu rt h e r  invest igat ion  
underway'.  Offic i a l  p ress note  d i d  not  m e nt ion figu re to  
dead o r  i n jured  fro m a ny s ide .  Beca use of  str ict  censors h i p  
o n  p r i n t  med ia,  no · i n d e pendent  report w a s  pub l ished i n  
the newspa pers of  tha t  t ime but  l a t e r  m a n y  write rs a nd 
co l u m n ists gave deta i l s  of t h is ho rrific i nc ident .  I n  th i s  
rega rd a S indh i  book ' Toreekh Ji Khuni Goliyon Moon' 
( F rom the  B loody  La nes  of H istory) by Asg h a r  Tanha  gave a 
deta i led  re port a nd p rofi les  of m artyrs . 

Acco rd i ng to h im ,  o n e  o f  ma rtyrs, M o h a m med H a s h i m  
Khaskha l i s/o A l la h Bachayo a g e d  40 w a s  a pe asa n t  a n d  
fa ther  o f  fo u r  so ns a n d  two da ughters .  Another  ma rtyr 
M o h a m med Ra mzan s/o Mohammed  Ba khsh Khaskha l i  
aged 35  was  a shopkee p e r  a nd father  of  two sons  a nd two 
d a ughters .  U n m arr ied J a n i b  s/o M a l i r  was just s ixtee n  
wh i le  A l i  G u i  w�s n i neteen a nd father  of  a son .  1 8  years 
o l d  Meero was a peasa n t  a n d  u n m a rrie d .  Seve nteen  yea rs 
o ld s tudent  of tenth  c lass A l i  Sher  Cha n d io a n d  h i s  
fo u rteen yea rs o l d  n e phew, a s tudent  of  c lass  seve n 
G h u la m  M ustafa we re a lso m a rtyred . G u i a b  s/o La l  Kha n 
24, Pir  Bakhsh  s/o G h u la m  M o h a m m ed Cha n d io 60, a 
peasa n t  a n d  fa ther  o f  th ree so ns a n d  a d a ughter, 
M o h a m m e d  S idd ique  Chand io  45, a peasa n t  a n d  fat h e r  of  
th ree sons a nd two d a ughte rs, Tha ru s/o M o h a m med 
Omar  Cha n d io 70,  mi lk  se l l e r, Moha m med U rs 30, a t racto r 
d river, M a h boob s/o D h a n i  Pa rto So la ngi  2 6, a la bore r, 
H ussa i n  B a k h sh s/o K h a n  M o h a m med Maga n h a r  a l i as  
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Khato Fa k i r  60, was  father  o f  five sons a n d  e leven 
da ughters a nd was  a t rad it io n a l  d h o l  p layer, were a m o n g  
t h e  m a rtyrs. 

After  th i s  i nc ident ,  the law enforcers, conducted a ruth less 
opera tion  in the a re a  a n d beside a rrest ing scores of 
v i l l age rs, d e st royed p rivate a nd com m u n ity property 
inc l u d i n g  a s h o p  of  Sa ra ng  Khaskha l i, a rest a u ra nt of Yous if  
Khaskha l i ,  one fl o u r  m i l l , 15  h o uses of  peasants of  loc a l  
l a ndowner  a n d  a P P P  l eader  P u n h a l  C h a nd io, loca l mosque  
a nd a co m m �nity  g uest house . 

V i l l age  P u n h a l  K h a n  Cha nd io becam e  a sym bol  of  peop les' 
resista nce a n d  a trocit ies by state fo rces a nd was vis ited by 
many lea d e rs i n c l u d ing  Benaz ir  B h u tto, Begum N usrat  
Bhu tto, Mir  G hous  B a khsh  B izenjo, Jam Saq i  and others .  
Many  story wr i ters a n d  poets  i n c l u d i n g  K i rat  B a b a n i, Us tad  
Bukha ri, S h a m sh e r u l  Hyderi, Badar  A b ro, Khak i  Joyo a n d  
other  composed poet ry a n d  wrote stories g lo r ify ing the  
sacrif ices by the peop le  of v i l l age P u n h a l  Khan  C h a n d io .  

l m d a d  Moha m me d  S h a h ,  a loca l  po l i t i c i a n a nd e l d e r  son o f  
G .  M .  Syed ,  i n  a n  i n terview with d a i ly Hi/al-i-Pakistan,  
Kara ch i ,  on  2 91h  S e pt e m b e r  2005,  to ld  that  a t  t he  ti m e  of 
the inc ident ,  he  was i n  N awabsh a h  a nd a l though he  was a.n 
opponent  o f  M R D  bu t  reached hosp i ta l  to fa c i l i t a te  fe l lo w  
S i n d h i .  Accord i ng  to h i m, one  loca l resi dent  G u l a n  J a m  
Jokh io rece ived s ixteen d e a d  bodies o f  m a rtyrs fro m l a w  
enforcers who were b ur ied i n  the i r  a ncestra l g ra veyards .  
Shah · to ld  that  loca l P P P  leader  and e lder  of the  a re a  
P u n h a l  K h a n  C h a nd io  w a s  severely tortured by l a w  
enforcers a t  S a k ra nd S u b  J a i l , where h e  was fa sten w i t h  a 
tree a nd b e a t e n .  later, a fter  beco m i n g  m e m ber  of non
par ty  S indh  Assemb ly  d u ring  Z ia  government ,  l m d a d  
M o h a m med S h a h ,  a s  a n  i ndependent  o pposit io n m e m b e r, 
ra ised q uest ion  of  the  massacre in  S i n d h  Asse m b ly, which 
the· govern m e n t  d en ied ,  a t  that  Shah submitted m a ny 
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docu m e nted p roofs i nc lud ing fo reign m e d ia re ports a n d  
i nte rv iews b y  eye-wit nesses.  

Az iz u l l a h  M a rr i  was a rrested d u ri ng a d e m onstrat ion in 
which he was shot  in the leg by the  po l i ce .  H e  was den ied  
med ica l  ca re, a n d  h is  in jury, wh i ch  h a d  b roker.  h is  knee
cap,  d i d  not  hea l  p roperly .  He  was ab le  to  wa l k  with the 
he lp  of  a c rutch,  but was d e n ie d  o n e  i n  ja i l .  Conseq uent ly, 
h e  c rawled o n  h is  hands  a n d  feet  i n  o rd e r  to  m ove a ro u n d .  

I n  Thatta,  e ight  worke rs were a rrested fro m two separa te 
ra l l ies  a n d  ra ids ,  wh i l e  whole  d is t rict observed a com p le te 
t ra n s port str ike .  I n  O m a rkot, 14 proteste rs were a rrested 
and prod uced befo re magistrate for v io la t ing  the sect ion  
144. 

29th Septe m b e r, , , , ,  Karach i  po l ice a r rested s i x  po l i t i ca l  
act iv ists i nc lud ing  fe ma les  to preve nt  t h e m  fro m d i sturb ing  
the  m u n ic ipa l  e lect io ns, which were boycotted by the  
po l it i ca l  fo rces .  La hore po l ice a rrested o n e  male  and two 
fe m a l e  wo rke rs a n d  deta ined  them fo r ·90 d ays in Kot  
Lakhpat  J a i l .  I n  Quetta ,  o n e  worker  courted  arrest .  

30th Septe m be r, , , , , , ,  V io lent  p rotests were observed in  
Sh i ka rp u r, Pano Aqi l  and  Kha i rpur, where p roteste rs 
b locked roa ds,  set o n  fire govern m e n t  veh ic les  a n d  
a ttacked a Pa kista n ,e fev is ion team.  I n  H y d e r a b a d  t h ree, i n  
Kha i rpur  o ne, in  M a t i a ri one  workers courted  a rrest .  
M u n ic ipa l po l l i ng booths were attacked i n  Bad in ;  ra l ly wa s 
b rought  out  i n  O m a rkot .  S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry Court n o .  2 ,  
Hyderabad sentenced fo u r  wo rkers f o r  i m p ri so n m e nt a n d  
lashes .  They were accused of  o rga n i z i ng ra l l i e s  a n d  stone
t h rowing o n  22 nd Aug ust and  14th Septe m b e r  i n  Hydera b a d ,  
m e a nwh i le  fo r same cha rges,  a nother  M i l i t a ry Court n o .  16  
Sanghar, sentenced five workers fo r i m p r iso n me nt,  l a s h e s  
a n d  fi n e .  La rka na, observed bus i ness a nd t ransport s t r i ke  
a n d  two workers court a rrested,  two workers were  
a rrested fro m K h a i rpur  Nathan  S h a h  a nd M e h a r h .  I n  D a d u ,  
M e harh a n d  Kha i rpur  N a t han S h a h  a co m p lete  str ike was 
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observed a n d  p o l ice a rrested ten  persons  i n c l u d ing  fo ur  
s tudents  of  t h e  degree co l lege .  I n  La hore,  fo u r  workers 
courted  a rres t .  

Acco rd ing  to o ffic ia l d o c u m e n ts, i n  the  fi rst week of  
Octo ber, m o re t h a n  1 600 po l iti ca l  pr i so n e rs w e re b e i n g  
kept  i n  H yd e ra b a d  Ce n t ra l  J a i l .  

1'1 October, , , the loca l act ivists,  with t h e  s u p po rt o f  
res id e nts of  the  S o n e h r i Fa rm ; near  M o ro, e rected 
ba rri cades  to stop the t rans portat ion  o f  p o l l i n g  sta ff 
d e puted  fo r m u n ic ipa l  e lect io n s .  As the  s taff co nvoy, u n d e r  
t h e  p rotect ion o f  t h e  A r m y  n e a red  the  Farm,  s e e i n g  t h e  
b a rr ica d e s, A rmy o p e n e d  fi re t h a t  lasted fo r m a ny h o u rs, 
in wh ich two, i n c lud i n g  S i k a n d a r  Ka l h o ro were k i l l e d .  

2 "d October, , ,  I n  Hyd e r a b a d  two wo rkers, i n  Rawa l p i n d i  
one ,  i n  Fa isa l a b a d  o n e  a nd i n  Peshawar  two, work e rs 
courted  a rrest .  

So m e  u n known p e rs o n s  d a maged the ra i lwa y tracks  a n d  
s e t  o n  fire t h e  woo d e n  s lee pers  nea r M o ro,  because o f  
t h a t  passe nger  t ra i n  r u n n i ng betwe e n  Nawa b s h a h  a n d  
Tha rush a h  w a s  s u s p e n d e d .  O n  t h e  o ther  h a n d ,  wood e n  
ra i lway s leepers o n  t h e  tracks betwe e n  M ir p u r  M a t he lo  
a n d  Dha h rk i  we re set  o n  f ire, beca use o f  tha t  a goods  tra i n  
h a d  to . b e  sto p pe d . M e a nwhi le ,  ra i lway a ut h o ri t ies  
s u s p e n d e d  fo u r  t ra i n s  r u n n i ng o n  the fee d e r  l i n e- route  of  
Ta n d o  Adam to Sakra n d ,  Tharushah ,  Nawabshah ,  P a d e i d e n  
a nd M a h ra bp u r . 

3• d Octobe r,, , ,  two wo m e n  workers were a rrested  i n  
Hydera bad . Protest ing  y o u t h  b u rn t  t i res,  t h re w  s t o n e s  o n  
pass i ng veh ic les  a n d  fo rced bus i ness  to shutdown i n  O l d  
S u k k u r; po l ice d is p e rsed  t h e  m o b  b y  fo rce .  Ta n d o  
M o h a m med K h a n  o b s e rved  a comp lete str ike  a n d p � l ice 
a rrested e ight  p rotesters .  In Dadu, a l a wyer a rrested,  i n  
Ta n d o  A l l a hya r, po l ice d i s p e rsed ra l ly b y  b a t o n  cha rge a n d  
m a d e  few a rrest s .  I n  H a la ,  two workers courted  a rrest; i n  
K a s h m o re, po l i ce b a t o n  cha rge d  a n d  f ired tear  g a s  o n  a 
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ra l ly a n d  a rrested 1 2  p rotesters.  Sarha ri po l ice a rrested 
fo u r  pe rsons i nc lud i ng a journa l ist .  Shahdad pur  po l ice 
a rrested th ree pe rsons .  

As the coa l  l aden  t ruck  t ried to break  the ba rricade  
e rected near  Kha not, c l a shes  e ru pted between loca l s  a n d  
t h e  staff o f  b uses a nd trucks .  

The Dist rict Mag istrate Badin i m posed secti o n  144 i n  the 
d is tr ict a nd banned carrying a rm s, de l ivering o bject ion a b l e  
s peeche s, b ringing out  ra l l ies  a nd d istr ibut ion  o f  
o bject iona b le l iterature .  

I n  Rawa l p i n d i  one,  i n  Lahore one,  in  Fa isa l a ba d  one and i n  
Quetta o n e  worker, cou rted a rrest . 

4th October, loca l res idents  b locked Tando Al la hya r-Ta ndo  
Ad am,  G u iab  Laghari -M i rwah road s  a n d  the Lundo  ra ilway 
sta t ion .  

I n  Quetta,  protesters se t  o n  fire the effigy of  Gene ra l Z ia .  

S u m m a ry M i l i tary CourtHydera bad  sentenced 2 0  pe rso n s  
t o  ja i l , l ashes  a n d  fine  fo r b ring ing o u t  a ra l ly a n d  b lock ing  
H ighway nea r Ta ndo A l l a hyar.  M i l itary Court B a d i n  
sentenced t e n  protesters fo r same charges. 

5th October ln Hyd e ra ba d  s ix persons a rrested .  

T o  protest against  state-owned Pak ista n Televis ion's  
b i ased , report ing on  the ongoing movement,  some 
u n known persons, opened  fi re o n  the te levis ion  boaste r 
towe r a t  Noorpur  nea r Nawabshah .  

6th October I n  Shahdadpur  two, in  Hyd e ra ba d  four, i n  
Kha i rpur  N a t h a n  S h a h  two, i n  D a d u  o ne, i n  La hore one 
coup le o f  husband and wife, i n  Rawa lp ind i  one wo rker  
courted a rrest .  Naushehro Feroz  pol ice a rrested te n 
persons  fo r b lock ing Nat iona l  H ighway. 

On the a ppea l  of  M RD, p rayers fo r m a rtyrs were offe red i n  
v i l l age M a ldas i ,  Karam K h a n  N iz a m a n i, Baqa r K h a n  
N i z a m a n i .  
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T o  e n ha nce the  o n g o i n g  M R D  move m e nt i n  P u njab, J U I  
l eader  M a u l a n a  M o h a m m e d  S h a h  A m rot i ,  co n d u cted a 
secret  v i s i t  of the  p rovi n ce a nd met  d iffe re n t  l eaders, 
a l though  at t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  of  h is visit a n d  before retun; 
back  to  S i n d h, h e  was  confi d e n t  tha t  i n  co m i ng d ays 
P u nja b w i l l  a ct ive ly p a rt i c i p at e  in the m ove m e n t; but  l i ke  
many other  e fforts to act ivate  P u nja b, th i s  m ove a lso 
fa i l ed . 

7th October, , ,  i n  Sha h p u rc h a k a r  two,  i n  H a la t h ree,  in  
S h a h d a d p u r  two workers co u rted a rrest .  

9th October, , , ,  M i l i ta ry Court Thatta  s e n te nced  t h re e  
workers to ja i l .  They were  a c c u s e d  of o rg a n i z i n g  a ra l ly o n  
29th S e pte m be r. 

10th O ctob e r, , ,  i n  Thar i  M irwa h ,  500 wo m e n  brought  o u t  a 
ra l ly, which m a rched  t h ro ug h  t h e  roa d s  a nd wa s a d d ressed  
by t h re e  fe m a l e  s tudents .  I n  Ha la  two,  in  K h a i r p u r  o n e, i n  
D a d u  o ne,  i n  La rka n a  two a n d  i n  Rawa l p i n d i  o n e  worker  
court a rrested . Over a d ozen  po l it i ca l  workers  bro ught  o u t  
a ra l l y  i n  La h oTe, to court a rrest of  wo rkers b u t  a s  t h e  
po l ice d id not  reach  t h e  s p o t ,  a ft e r  ra i s i ng  p ro -democra cy 
s log a n s  they d ispersed p e a cefu l ly .  

1 1th O ctober,  c la shes  e ru pted  betwee n  locals a n d  bus a n d  
t ruck  staff, who tr ied  t o  b re a k  t h e  ba rr ica d e s  o n  the  
N a t i o n a l  H ighway n e a r  v i l l age  N o o rp u r. I n  excha n g e  of  fire, 
o n e  t ruck  d rive r a nd a seven  yea r  boy were k i l l e d .  I n  Ta n d o  · 

A l l ct hya r five a nd i n  K h a i r p u r  two workers court a rreste d .  
Secti o n  1 4 4  w a s  i m posed  i n  Thatt a a nd J a coba bad  
d istr icts .  

In  an i n t e rv iew with d a i ly Wash i ngton post,  P a k i s tan  
Fore ign  M i n ister  Sah ibzada  Y a q oob Kha n c la imed that  the  
gove r n m e nt h a d  concrete  p roofs of i nvolve m e nt of  a 
fo re ign  h a n d  in t h e  d isturba nce i n  t h e  count ry .  

1 2th O ctober, i n  H a la two,  i n  S h a h d a d p u r  two,  i n  K h a i r p u r  
two, i n' La hore t h re e  a nd i n  G ujranw.a l a  o n e  worker  
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co u rted a rrest after  baton charge  by po l ice .  M R D  conve n e r  
M a u l a n a  M o h a m med S h a h  Amrot i  a n nounced t h a t  t h e  
a l l i a nce  w i l l  suspend  its movement  fo r two da ys o n  g t h a n d  
1 0th  M u h a rra m,  t h e  days commemorated as  t h e  m o u r n i n g  
of m a rtyrdom o f  H u sa in ,  the  gra ndson o f  Prophet .  

141h O cto ber, i n  S h a h d a d p u r  two, i n  Sh i ka rp u r  two,  i n  
Ta ndo A l l a hya r two a nd i n  la rka na one worke rs c o u rt 
a rrested . I n  F ro nt ie r  prov ince two workers i n  M a rd a n  a nd 
o n e  in  Peshawar court a rreste d . I n  J h e l u m  one  a n d  i n  
Fa i sa l abad  o n e  M R D  worker court a rrested . 

L a h o re D i st ri ct B a r  Associa t ion  G e nera l  Secreta ry a n d  
a nother  l awyer  were a rrested fo r d e l iver ing p ro 
democracy speeches i n  t h e  lawye rs' conve nt ion .  

16th Octo ber, , ,  About  3 000 l aw-e nforcers cordoned -off 
v i l l age M i rpur  Bh utto of  larkana d ist rict a s  the res ide nts  o f  
t h e  a rea  h a d  p la n ne d  t o  o rga n ize  a protest ra l l y  fo r t h e  
next  day .  Th is  was the a ncestra ! v i l lage o f  M u mtaz B h u tto, 
a ce ntra l PPP l eader  a nd a f irst cousin of Zu l fi q a r  A l i  
Bh utto .  R ight  at  the  beg i n n ing  of  the  ra id,  forces o p e n e d  
fire o n  t h e  res idents  a n d  k i l l ed  a young boy. They searched  
e v e r y  h o use of  the  v i l lage i nc lud ing  the  res ide nce o f  
G l 1 u ll o  ll n d  t h e  search l a sted fro m 9 . 3 0  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  t o  
4 . 3 0  i n  t h e  aft ernoon .  Forces a rrested 1 5 0  pe rso n s  w h o  
were re leased  a fter  three months .  

1 71h Octo ber, , ,  a ro u n d  2 50 po l i t ica l p risoners were sh ifted  
fro m Hyderabad to Karach i  Centra l  J a i l ,  wh ere po l i t i ca l  
p riso n e rs, espec ia l ly  of the  PPP were deep ly  d iv ided o n  t h e  
fut u re system of the  gove rnme n t; whether  i t  be fed e ra l  o r  
based o n  confe d e ra t i o n .  

A l though few days befo re the  start of  the  moveme nt,  
M u mtaz  B h utto had suggested a confed erat ion  fo r the 
co u ntry but now a s  the  o ng o i ng M.R D movement was 
reced i n g  a nd the cold re spo nse o f  P u nja b i n  part i c ipat ion ,  
the c i rcu l a t ion  of an  a u d io m e ssage by M u mtaz  i n  s u p port 
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o f  a confed e ra t i o n  o n ce aga in  ope ned  t h e  f loodgates o f  
d e bate i ns ide  a n d  o u ts ide  the  pr isons .  A s  a co nseq uence o f  
the  p o l i t i c a l  d iv ide  a m o ng the  pr isoners a n d  sh ift i ng  of a 
l a rge n u m be r  fro m Hyderabad  J a i l ,  the  a ut h o r i t ies  started 
c;h owing t h e i r  t rue co lors and sto p ped  the  fa c i l ity  o f  buy ing 
food fro m o uts ide  for B c lass  pr isoners, so they  h a d  to  
fo rm the i r  own m ess a nd p re p a re mea ls i n d e p e n d e nt ly .  

1 91h October, , ,  i n  t h e  ea r ly morn i ng, l aw e n fo rce rs, 
s u p p o rted by h e l icopters, cord o n ed-off the v i l l age  La khat ,  
10 k i l ometers fro m  Qa z i  A h m e d ,  i n  C e n t ra l  S i n d h .  
A l though ,  i n  o ffic ia l  press n o t e  i t  w a s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  
o pe ra t ion  w a s  ca rr ied o ut aga inst  d a coits  a n d  o t h e r  
c ri m i n a l s  but  l o c a l  res id e nts  a nd po l i t i ca l  e l e m e n ts 
refut ing  it a nd stated t h a t  t h e  v i l lage was t a rgeted  because 
of i ts  ro l e  i n  ongo ing  M R D  m ovement .  I n i t i a l ly, h e l i copt e rs 
d ro p p e d  few pet ro l  b o m bs o n  t he v i l lage,  wh ich  gutted  t h e  
h u ts, a nd t h e n  t h e  g ro u n d  fo rces m a rched  i nto v i l l age a nd 
k i l l ed  a res ide n t  A l i  K h a n  J ato i, wh i l e  fou r  o t h e rs were 
i nj u re d i n  d i rect fi r ing .  Law e n fo rc e rs a rrested a bo ut 2 50 
persons  a n d  s h ifte d  t h e m  to  Nawa bsha h .  Offic ia l p ress  
note  confi rm e d  the a rrest of  88 perso n s  a nd recove ring  3� 
r ifles ,  shot  guns a nd b ig  q u a nt i ty  of  ro u n d s .  

2 01h O ctober, , ,  i n  K h a i r p u r  t w o  stude nts, i n  K a n d i a ro five, 
in T h a ri M i rwa h 1 5, i n  Ta n d o  J a m  t h ree a n d  in Digri  two 
workers courted  a rrest . 

The D istr ict  M agistrate  Nawabshah, t h rough  a n  o ffi c i a l  
p ress  note  c l a imed  t h a t  they had  recovered u n l i censed  
shot  g u n s, revolve rs, p isto l s  and  o t h e r  arms a nd 
a m m u n i t ions  fro m v i l l age  La k h a t  a nd P u n h a l  kha n C h a n d io .  

2 1'1 October , , , i n  H yd e r a b a d  t w o  fe m a l e  wo rke rs,  i n  K a ra c h i  
two, i n  K h a i r p u r  two,  i n  D a d u  two lawye rs, i n  Ta n d o  
M o h a m m ed k h a n t w o ,  i n  J a co b a b a d  Tahree k- i - l staq l a l  
p rovinc i a l  Pres i d e n t  A h m e d  M i a n  Soo m ro ( l a t e r  F e d e ra l  
M i n is te r  u n d e r  G e n e ra l  M us h a raf),  i n  La rkana  t-.·:n workers 
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co u rted a rrest .  I n  Lahore fo u r, i n  Fa i sa l abad  two a n d  i n  
S ia l kot o n e  worker court a rreste d .  M RD convener  
M o h a m med Shah A m rot i ,  asked  Amnesty I nternat ion a l, 
Wor ld I s l a m ic M iss ion  a n d  other  p ro-j u st ice fo r u m s  to 
m o n itor  and observe the s i tuat ion  i n  S i n d h  and i nfo rm the  
wor ld  about  the  a t roc i t ies  by  the  govern m e n t  o n  the  
p rovi nce .  

A n i ne- m e m be r  de legat ion of  Progressive P e o p l e' s  Pa rty, 
l e d  by its c h ief  M a u la n a  Kausar  N ia z i, m et G e n e ra l  Zia i n  
I s l a m a ba d . Once Central I n format ion  M i n i s ter, u n d e r  
Bh utto gove rnment,  N i a z i  a d d ress ing  a p ress  co n ference 
a fte r  the  m eet ing, to ld  that  to i m p rove s i tuat ion i n  S i ndh ,  
h i s  pa rty had  p roposed a c o m m ittee co m p rised on  h igher  
gove rnment  offic ia l s  a n d  leaders fro m S i n d h .  The  p roposed 
co m m ittee shou ld fo rmu la te  i ts  reco m m e n d a t io n s, w i th in  
o ne month, o n  the  m isma nage m e nt in  l and  a l lo t m e nt ,  the  
fo rger ies  i n  i ssuance of  dom ic i les  a n d  t h e  in just ic e  with 
S i n d h i  i n  job quota .  

22"d October, , ,  p rotesters  i n  S u k k u r  set  o n  f i re  a fu rn i tu re 
showroom a n d  a motor cycle,  d a maged co m me rc i a l  ba n ks, 
two petrol  p u m ps, o n e  c inema house, at d i ffe rent  spots 
po l ice resorted baton c h a rge  and fi red tear g a s  s h e l l s  to 
d i s pe rse t h e m .  Karachi  A i rport po l ice a rrested PPP leader  
R i a z  Khan  a s  he l anded ,  fro m a Lo ndon fl ight ,  where he  
was in  po l i t i ca l  ex i l e .  H e  in tended to  court a rrest . 

241h October, , ,  i n  Hyd e ra ba d  1 3  worke rs of M R D a n d  
S h a heed Ahsa n M e mon Stude nts'  Act ion  C o m m ittee 
courted a rrest .  

251h October,,, Summary M i l it a ry Court no. 20, Hyderabad,  
sentence d  th ree workers  for  o n e  year  i m p riso n m e n t .  They 
we re accused of  t a k i ng o ut a ra l ly a n d  d e l iver ing 
o bjecti o na b le speeches  o n  2 1'1 Aug ust i n  Hyderabad � The 
case wa s cond ucted i ns i de  the  Hyderabad Ce ntra l J a i l .  
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26th October, , ,  P N P  Pres ident  M i r  G ho u s  Ba khsh  B i zenjo 
was deta i ned at  h is a n cestra l v i l l age N a a l, d is t rict K h uzda r 
Ba loch istan .  

27'h October1 1 ,  Two wo rkers were a rrested i n  H a l a ,  fo r 
d isturb ing l aw a n d  o rder .  

28th Octo ber1 1 ,  The spokesperson  of Pa k ista n E m ba ssy a t  
London  in  a p ress confe re nce den ied  t h a t  d u ri n g  the  act ion  
a t  v i l l age  La kha t  of  Nawabsha h ten  thousand  a rmy 
p e rso n ne l  and h e l ico pters were use d .  C l a rify ing  t h e  
a l l egat ions  l eve led by  P P P  e x i l e d  l eader  G h u l a m  M ustafa 
K h a r, he  sa id  that  t h e  po l ice a n d  para m i l i ta ry forces took  
ac t ion  fo r t h e  a rrest of  d a co its i n  v i l l age La k h a t  a nd t h e  
v ic in ity.  H e  a lso d e n ied t h a t  o v e r  ten  tho usa n d  peop le  
were taken in to  custody a nd over 2 00 were be ing  k i l l ed  in  
t h e  acti o n .  

3 1st Octo ber, M i l ita ry Cou rt• n o .  2 Hydera bad  se ntenced 
fo u r  workers to  i m p riso n m ent, l ashes  a nd fi n e  fo r br ing ing  
o u t  a ra l ly a nd ra i s i ng a nt i -gove r n m e n t  s log a n s  o n  22 nd 

August  a nd 14th Se pt e m b e r, wh i l e  the  Su m ma ry M i l i ta ry 
Court no .  1 6  Sangha r sente nced fi ve wo rkers of  
i m p riso n m e n t, l ashes  a n d  fi ne fo r br ing ing out  a ra l ly, 
ra i s i ng a nt i-gove rnment  s loga ns a n d  t h rowing sto n es o n  
p o l i ce  o n  18th October a t  Sha h p u rc h a ka r .  

2nd Nove m be r1 1 ,  D istrict Ad m i n ist rat io n i m posed sect io n 
144 i n  Thatt a  d istr_ict and  ba n n e d  gather_i ng of  fi ve o r  m o re 
pe rso n s  a nd a l l  k i n d  of m eet i ngs a n d  ra l l ies .  

C la rify ing the stat e m e n t  by M a u l a na N o o ra n i  of J U P, 
spokesperso n of S i n d h  H o m e  D e p a rt m e nt sa id  tha t  54 
pe rson s  we re k i l le d  d u r i ng the ongo ing  M R D  m ovement  
not  500,  a s  sta ted by M a u la n a  N o o ra n i .  Acco rd i ng to h im,  
2 20 o t h e rs i n c l u d i n g  96  l aw e nfo rce rs were i nj u red i n  t h e  
r iots.  

81h November,,, S u m m a ry M i l it a ry Court no. 10 Thatt a 
pro n o u nced sente nces of o n e  yea r i m priso n m e n t  each  to  
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fi ve wo rkers fo r vio lati n g  M a rti a l  Law Reg u lati o n s  5, 1 8, 
4 3 ;  they we re accused of o rga n iz i ng a ra l ly a nd ra i s i ng 
a nt i - state s logans i n  M i r p u r  Sak ro town . 

9'h November, , ,  s u m m a ry M i l it a ry Court no .  20, sentenced 
fo r one  ye a r  i m p riso n m e n t  to a po l i t i ca l  p r i so n e r, for 
keep ing  a n t i -gove r n m e n t  o bject io n a b le l itera t u re in h is 
possessio n .  He  was a rrested somet ime back  from a 
resident ia l  hote l  i n  Hyde ra bad .  

1 01h November, , ,  A PNP  wo rker  co urt a rrested i n  Karach i .  

Add ress ing the  M aj l is- i -Shoora i n  I s l amabad ,  fede ra l  
I nter ior  M i n iste r M a h mood A H a roon,  c la imed t h a t  M RD 
movement  had bee n fa i l ed  a s  the  m asses had rejected t h e  
po l it ics o f  v io lence .  W h i l e  s u b m it t ing  figu res, h e  c la i m ed 
the  so fa r 6 1  p e rsons  we re be ing  k i l l ed d ur ing  t h e  
movement ,  o f  which 20 p e rcent  were fro m l a w  e nforci n g  
agencies . O ut of  200  i nj u red,  25 perce n t  be lo n ged t o  l a w  
e nfo rce rs . He  dec la red that  d u r ing the  move m e n t  a t o t a l  
of 4691  persons were a rrested, out  of  w h i c h  2 12 1  were 
be ing  re leased and  2570 we re sti l l  i n  i m p rison e d .  H e  
fu rt her  c l a i med tha t  after  a t o t a l  fa i l u re i n  m o b i l i z i ng  t h e  
genera l masses aga inst  t h e  gove r n ment ,  n o w  M R D was 
tryi ng to exp lo i t  the lawye rs, doctors, workers a nd 
stude nts .  

1 1 11' November, , ,  D a d a n  B h u nd,  of Dadu,  o n e  of  t h e  
po l i t ica l  pr iso ners i n  Hydera bad Centra l  Ja i l ,  had  a stomach  
p� i n i n  the  m id-n ight .  As  h is  ce l l-fe l lows, c r ied  fo r h e l p  the  
pr ison  a d m i n istra t ion  d id not  responded so h is fe l low 
co m rades broke the  i n n e r  wal ls  of  few ce l ls  and reached 
the  a fe l low po l i t i ca l  p r iso ner, who had first- a id med ica l  k i t  
box.  As the  po l i t ica l pr iso n e rs b ro ke the  i n ne r  wa l l s, t h e  
priso n a d m i n istra t ion  b l ew t h e  s i ren ,  w h i c h  created a 
pan ic  s i tuat ion ,  not  o n l y  wi th in  the  pr ison b u t  a lso i n  t h e  
v ic in ity of  pr ison,  w i t h  m ajority resid ents  t h e  M R D  
s u p porters .  I n  the  m o rn i n g  o f  next day, a case  was 
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reg iste red a g a i nst  t h i rt e e n  p riso n e rs fo r the  breach ing  o f  
p riso n d isc i p l i ne  a nd d a mag ing the  p riso n p ro p e rty.  

Two d a ys l a t e r, on 1 31h Novem ber, the a d mi n is tra t i o n  
through  a n  offic ia l p ress  note  by D istri c t  M agistrate 
Hydera bad ,  c l a i m e d  that  a t  about  8 . 1 5  i n  the n igh t, t h e  
p riso n e r  co m p l a i n e d  of  sto mach  p a i n  a nd t h e  p riso n 
m e d ic a l  officer  was  s e n t  to h im i m m ed ia t e l y  b ut t h e  fel low 
p riso n e rs ra i sed  o bject i o n a b l e  s loga ns a n d  f r ied  t o  come 
o ut of t h e i r  ba rracks .  A d m i n is tra t ion  i n t e rv e n e d  and  t h e  
s i tuat ion  was bro ug h t  u n d e r  contro l .  T h e  n e xt m o rn ing ,  a s  
the  p rison ope n e d, t h e  p ri soners ga there d  i n  t h e  g ro u n d  o f  
Circ le no .  1 a nd t h re w  stones  o n  t h e  d u ty staff.  O nce a g a i n  
the  l aw e nfo rcers i n te rve n e d  a n d  brought  s i t u a t i o n  u n d e r  
contro l .  

Bu t  t h e  rea l  s i tua t io n was fa r fro m a s  d escri b e d  by the  
a d m i n is tra t io n .  The  s o u n d s  of tear  gas  s h e l l i n g  and t h e  
a e ri a l  fi r ing  a le rt e d  t h e  c o m m o n  c i t iz e n s  a n d  h u n d re d s  o f  
t h e m  c l i m b e d  o n  t h e  roof-tops o f  surro u n d i ng a nd 
gathered  o n  roa d s  a nd l a n es .  T h e  law e n fo rcers faced two
t ier  f ight a ga inst  t h e m  as the peo p le  g a t h e re d  o u ts ide  t h e  
p riso n a lso p itch e d  a to ugh bat t le  with  t h e m .  The  
i n ternat io n a l  b ro a d ca st i n g  s e rv ices i n c l u d i ng B B C  and  A l l  
I n d ia R a d i o  re port e d  c l ashes  between po l i ce  a n d  po l i t i ca l  
pr iso n e rs a nd fea re d  few casua l t ies .  

Aft e r  t h e  d a y  long  bat t l es, the  negot iat io n s  betwe e n  
a d m i n is tra t i o n  a nd repre s e n ta t ives of  po l i t ica l pr iso n e rs 
started i n  t h e  eve n i ng .  The vis ito rs of  po l i t i ca l  p riso n e rs 
we re ba rred fo r t h re e  d a ys fro m m eet ing  t h e i r  d e a r-ones .  

I n  the  fo l l ow-up  of t h i s  d i s t u rba nce  i n  t h e  p ri son ,  t h e  S u b  
D ivis io n a l  M ag is t rate  H yd erabad  C i ty, i m posed  secti o n  144 
fo r one m o n t h  a nd b a n n e d  the gatheri ng  of f ive o r  m o re 
p e rso n s, d e l iveri n g  speeches  o r  lectu res, ra i s i ng  s loga ns, 
ca rryi ng a nt i -peop le  b a n n e rs, e x h i b it i ng p laca rds o r  
o bject i o n a b l e  photos  ( re a d  of p o l i ti ca l  l e a d e rs h i p ) .  
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12th November, , ,  Ad d it iona l  Sessio n J udge Kha i rp u r, 
o rdere d  to re lease t h e  M R D  workers on  b a i l  fo r 25  
th ousa n d  rupees e a c h .  A i l  t h e  accused,  k e p t  a t  K h a i r p u r  
a n d  S u k k u r  pr isons ,  were cha rge d fo r t a k i ng o ut a 4 0  
k i l o m eters l o n g  ra l ly fro m R a n i p u r  t o  Kha i rpur  o n  22nd 
Aug ust ,  d u ring  wh ich few propert ies  were d a maged . 

1 6th November, , ,  G e n e ra l  Z ia ,  once aga i n  dec la red t h a t  n o  
ta l ks  w i l l  b e  i n i t i a ted  with M R D  a n d  t h e  s i tuat ion  i n  S i n d h  
was u n d e r  contro l  of  t h e  gove rn ment .  T o  d iscourage 
p a rt i c ipa t ion  of r u ra l  e l i te i n  ongoing move ment ,  he 
a n n o u nced that  laws rega rd ing  la n d  reforms had bee n 
fo r m u lated a nd w i l l  be i m p leme nted very soo n .  

A s  the  pr iso n s  t h roughout  S i n d h  were over-flooded w i th  
po l it i ca l  p riso ners a nd beca use of t h e i r  b ig  n u m be r, the  
a d m i n ist rat io n cou ld  not  contro l  t h e m  fro m d iffe rent  
a ct iv it ies ,  p rev ious ly  u n h e a rd of  w it h i n  the  pr i son  wa l ls .  

One  such a ct iv ity w a s  a fri e n d ly vo l ley  b a l l  match betwe e n  
t h e  two groups  o f  po l i t i ca l  pr iso ners,  he ld  i n  K h a i r p u r  
Cent ra l  J a i l  o n  21 51 Novem ber, the  t h re e  set game w a s  w o n  
b y  P a rvez A l i  Shah  team i n  two stra ight-ga mes  aga i n st 
Abbass i  tea m .  M a i raj M o h a m med Kha n was t h e  c h ief  g u e st 
o n  the  occas ion ,  w h i l e  Nafis S idd iqu i  d istr i buted  pr i zes  
a m o ng the  p layers .  P i r  H aj i  G u i Shah  J i la n i a nd Syed A m i r  
A l i  S h a h  J a m o t  we re referees .  P i r  Sye d A l i  A k b a r  S h a h  was 
dec la red  the  man of the match .  

O n  one occas ion  M ushtaque  M i rza  of  PDP  a rranged a 
H a l i m  P a rty fo r h is fe l l ow priso n e rs i n  the  Karach i  Centra l  
J a i l ,  a s  h e  used to host eve ry year  a t  h i s  PECHS Karach i  
res i de n ce .  

S u m m a ry M i l i t a ry Court n o .  1 0  B a d i n  se nte nced t e n  
workers fo r i m pr iso n ment ,  l ashes  a n d  fi n e .  They w e re 
accused of br ing ing  out  a ra l ly  a nd d a m ag ing a gove r n m e n t  
bus  n e a r  B a d i n .  
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The in te ns i ty  o f  M R D  m ove m e ntcreated a sense  of concern 
wit h i n  a sect i o n  of the  i n t e l l igents ia  a n d  i n d ica t i ng  the  
a l i enat ion  o f  S i n d h, some of them co m p a re d  the  s i tuat ion  
with East  Benga l ,  befo re it  beca m e  i n d e pe n d e n t  state of 
Ba ngla desh .  I n  t h i s  rega rd, a n  a rt i c le  a p p e a re d  o n  the  
ed i tori a l  pages  o f  l a rgest U rd u  d a i ly Jang Karach i ,  wr i t ten 
by Briga d i e r  ( re t i red )  Abd u l  R e h m a n  S i d d i q u i, who was 
posted i n  B e n g a l  d u ri n g  1971 c iv i l  war, was an i nte resti ng 
rea d i ng .  He wr ites ,  ' If a l l  the fo u r  prov inces  of  t h e  count ry 
a re the  fo u r  o rga n s  of the  body, t h e n  p a i n  i n  o n e  s h o u l d  be 
fe l t  by others a n d  i f  that is  not  h a p p e n i ng, i t  wi l l  be a 
m atter  o f  ser ious  concern .  Any  m ov e m e n t, n o  mat ter  fo r 
how l it t l e  t i m e  i t  susta ins, if is confi n e d  i n  on ly  o n e  
p rovince,  i t  w a s a t  l e a s t  fo r h i m ,  a not-so-good o m e n  i n  
regard of  the  so l i da rity a n d  secu rity of  the  cou n try' . 

O n  181h Nove m be r  1983 ,  the  l e a d e rs of S i n d h  U n i ty Boa rd 
v is i ted Hyd e ra b a d  to offe r condo le nce fo r t h e  p e o p l e  
m a rtyred d u r ing  t h e  m ove m e n t .  Add ress i ng t h e  D i str ict  
Bar Assoc ia t ion  on the occa s ion ,  Shah Far id u l  H a q u e ,  
M a h mood u l  H a q u e  U s m a n i  a nd A l i  M u kh t a r  R izvi sa id  t h a t  
i n  the  l a s t  fe w years t h e  i m p ress ion h a d  d o m i nated  t h a t  a 
pa rt i c u l a r  set of the  peop le  ( P unjab is )  were r u l i n g  the  
countrya n d  sa id  t h a t  a l l  t he  peop le  l i v ing  i n  S i ndh  a re 
S i n d h i .  

T h e  Secre t a ry G e nera lof  Centra l Act ion  Co m m ittee  M R D,  
Ab id  Z u b a ri o f  N D P, i n  a le t ter  fro m H yderabad  Cent ra l  Ja i l ,  
o n  2 3'd Nove m b e r  1983 ,  a d d ressed to M a l i k  Qa s i m  and  the  
o the r m e m be rs .  a d m itted the  fa i l u re of  t h e  move m e n t  a nd 
o p posed t h e  re- i n it i a t i n g  move m e n t  i n  n e a r  fut u re .  I n  h i s  
l e t ter, NDP  I nfo rmat ion  Secre t a ry a lso d i sc losed t h a t  the  
U S  a d m i n ist ra t i o n  a n d  d iffe rent  d i p lom ats  h a d  d i tched t h e  
M R D  l e a d e rs h i p .  H e  e m phas i zed  t h a t  the  M R D  l e a d e rs h i p  
s h o u l d  o p e n  d ia logue  w i t h  G e ne ra l  Z i a  a n d  t h e  Co m m ittee 
sho u l d  fee l  respo n s i b i l ity  of  over 4750 M R D pr i soners a n d  
t h e i r  fa m i l ies . H e  reg retted t h a t  t h e  Leg a l  A i d  Co m m ittee 
fa i l e d  to perfo r m .  
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24th Nove m ber, Summary M i l it a ry Co u rt sentenced two 
workers to im prisonment  fo r br ing ing out  a ra l l y  a nd 
ra is ing s loga ns aga inst M a rt ia l Law. 

The M a rtia l  Law a u thoriti es on  26th N ove m ber, extended 
the detent ion pe riod fo r fu rther th ree m o nths  of five M R D  
workers i n  Kha irpur d istrict .  

M i l itary Court no.  16 Sanghar on  27th  Nove m ber, 
sente nced two workers to im priso n m e n t  under  M a rt ia l 
Law Regu lation no.  3, 5 a n d  18,  they  were a ccused of  
br inging out  a ra l ly, offe ring fu nera l p rayer  for ma rtyrs a nd 
de l ivering o bject ionab l e  speeches i n  Sha hpurchak a r  on  
241h August.  S u m m a ry M i l itary Court no.  20 Hyd e ra ba d  
sentenced  2 8  workers t o  i m prisonment ,  l a shes a n d  fi ne for 
b ri ng ing out  ra l l ies on  d i fferent  d ays d u ring the  
movement.  

30th November, , ,  s tudents  of Shah  Lat i f  c a m pus Khairpur o f  
S indh  U n ive rs ity, SuperiorScie nceCo l l ege a n d  Government  
Col l ege of Technology Khairp ur, brought  out  se pa ra te 
ra l l ies a nd campus  students  b locked the  N a tio n a l  H ighway 
by  b u rn ing the  t i res and stoning pass ing buses. After a 
two-hour roa d  b lockage, pol ice u n der  a magistrate 
rea ched the spot and f ired tear  gas  s h e l l s  and aer ia l f ir ing 
to d isperse students .  The Tech nica l Co l lege students  set  
a b l a ze gove rnment  bu ses. Supe riorCo l l ege stud e n ts were 
d ispersed by the use of tea r  gas .  K h a i rpur  observed a 
complete strike on  the  ca l l  of M RD.  I n  Hydera bad  two, i n  
H a l a  two, in M irpurkhas  two workers courted a rrest. The  
Karach i  ra l ly burnt  US f lag a fter l eaders addressed the  
p rotesters .  

About  s ix  hundred po l it i ca l  pr isoners in  S u kkur  Centra l Ja i l  
went  on 24-hour hu nger str ike d e m a nd ing  medica l 
t reatment to po l i t ica l pr isoners in  Kha i rpur  Ja i l ,  a n  end  of 
atrocit ies on po l i t ica l pr isoners a nd the i m pl ementat ion of 
the ja i l  m a n u a l .  
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301h Nove m ber,, , Summary M i l i t a ry Court  i n  Karach i  
sentenced seven workers to i m p riso nme nt, l a shes  and 
fine .  O ne a mong  them J a m a l  Nas i r  Ba loc.h of  P N P  was 
sentenced t h ree months i m pr iso n m e nt, ten  lashes and ten  
thousand rupees  f ine .  

30th Nove m be r, , ,  government dec l a red  M a h mood K h a n  
Ach ak z a i  a bscond er, w h o  went i n t o  h i d i n g  a fter  t h e  fi r ing 
inc ident  on 7th Octo ber  i n  Quetta,  w hich resulted in  t h e  
k i l l i ng o f  fou r  p rotesters a n d  in jur ing of seven more .  

151 Dece m be r l n  Ha l a  two workers court a rreste d .  

To p u n is h  a nd pressurize,  S i n d h  government  registered 
cases of v io la ti o n  of l a n d  reforms ord i na nce aga inst 15 
la n d lo rds.  

The P u nj a b  Governor Lt.  Genera l  G h u l a m  J i l a n i a n nou nced 
that the re m a i n i ng deta ined  l awye rs w i l l  be released soon .  
Genera l  Z i a  a n nou nced a t  Lahore a i rport t h a t  t h e  genera l  
e lecti o ns cou l d  not  be he ld  ti l l  M a rc h  1 9 84 and the  b itt e r  
p i l l  o f  the  genera l  e lect ions  had  to  be  swa l lowed but  t h e  
power w i l l  b e  h a nded  over to p roper  people  a t  proper 
t ime.  H e  sa id t h a t  a lthough he ha d  h e a rd the name of 
Rasool  Ba khsh Pa l ijo  b u t  wil l  not hold t a l k s  w i th  h i m .  H e  
w a s  reply ing a bout  a re port i n  newsp a p ersthat  one  of h is  
rep resentat ives ha d  a meet ing  with  P a l ijo,  who  was in  Kot  
Lakhpat  Ja i l  La hore.  

P i r  Paga ro of M us l im  League,  c l a i m e d  o n  2"d Dece m ber  
t h a t  ca l l s  for prayer, proposed by h i m  had  punctured t h e  
ongoing M RD m ovement .  

2"d December, i n  Hydera bad  two workers court a rrested . 

Shams  u l  I s l am,  d a i ly Dawn correspondent  fo r Fa isa la bad 
and M o h a m m e d  Zam a n  Khan advocate were re leased  on  
3'd December  from ce ntra l  j a i l  Sa h iwa l .  Za m a n  had  co urted 
a rrest on  5th August i n  Lahore and was sente nced to o ne 
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year  i m pr ison m e n t  a nd Rupees 40 tho usand  fi nes .  They  
were  re lea sed o n  the  orders ofGovernor P u nj a b .  

Rasool  Bakhsh P a l ijo,  ch ief  of S i n d h  b a s e d  S i n d h i  Awa m i  
Ta h reek wa s s h ifted t o  t h e  MayoHosp i ta l, La hore,  fro m Kot 
La khpat  ja i l .  

4th Dece mber, , ,  S p ecia l M i l i tary Court estab l i shed i n� ide  
the  Kot La k h p a t  Ja i l  L a h o re,  pronou nced death  sente nce to  
thre e  P P P  workers l d rees  Ba ig, Usma n Ghan i  a nd l d re e s  
Toti  fo r t h e i r  a l leged a ffi l i a t ion  with AZO . They were 
accused of k i l l i ng a po l i ceman  and a c iv i l i a n  i n  1981 .  

5th Dece m be r, , , M us l i m  League p res ident P i r  Paga ro 
reached Ha l a  to h o l d  a meet ing with M a khdoom Ta l ib  u l  
Mou la ,  a fe l l o w  s p i ri tua l  l eader  a n d  the  Sen io r  Vice 
Cha i rma n of  P P P .  No  deta i ls of  th i s  two-hour  long meet ing  
were d isc lose d .  M e a nwh i le ,  Mus l im League m e m be r  S .  M. 
Zafa r  sa id in  Lahore that  the  current s i tuat ion  d e m a nd e d  
t h e  immed iate  restora tion  of  democra cy. 

7'h Dece m be r, , ,  a ra l ly wa s brought  o u t  in La rkana which  
burnt  a n  e ffigy of  Z ia  and  the  US  flag .  S tudents  a ffi l i a ted  
w i th  P PSA bro ug h t  o ut a separate ra l ly  after boycott ing  t h e  
c lasses .  I n  Hyde ra bad ,  two M R D  workers court a rrested, 
after  l ead ing  a ra l ly, wh i ch t h rew sto nes  at the po l ice .  

gth Dece m be r, , ,  one worker court a rrested in  H a la,  ra i s i ng  
p ro-d emocracy s log a n s .  

M a khdoom Ta l i b  u l  M o u la ,  the  S e n i o r  Vice Cha i rman o f  
P P P  on  9th Dece m be r  d e n ied  t h a t  he was a p p roached by 
the gove rnment  t h ro ug h  Pir Paga ro, who rece nt ly met h i m ,  
M a khdoom reaffi rmed that  he wi l l  fo l low the  pa rty 
d isc ipl i n e .  

Gove rnment sources  to ld  t h a t  the  Karach i  Centra l  J a i l  wa s 
over-flooded a s  i t  c o u l d  a ccom modate  m a x i m u m  of o n e  
thousa n d  pr iso n e rs a n d  a t  the  m o m e n t  two thousands  a n d  
t h re e  h u n d red  pri s o n e rs were l a ngu i sh i ng i n  j a i l, o u t  o f  



Civil Disobedience against Zia 1 981-1 988 2 1 7 

which over t h ree  h u n d red  were pol it ica l p risoners of M R D  
move m e n t .  

10th Dece m be r  . . .  two workers courted a rrest i n  H a l a .  

A de legat ion  com prised of i n te l lectua ls, doctors and  others 
led by  Syed G h ul a m  M ustafa Sha h, co nc luded i ts  v is it  of 50 
vi l lages in  S i n d h  o n  1 0th Decem ber .  Add ress i ng  a press 
conference in Hyderabad,  fo rmer  VC S indh  U n ivers i ty, 
Shah  to ld  j o u r n a l ists that  the  k i nd  of recen t  a t rocit ies 
meted out i n  S i n d h  had never been  hea rd off. He a ppea led 
to G e n e ra l  Z i a  that  the  m i l i t a ry shou ld  be wi thdrawn from 
the  re m a i n ing  p a rts of  S ind h, a s  the  peo ple were 
a n tagon ist ic  t o  t h e  behavior of  a rmed  forces.  H e  requested 
U rd u  d a i ly Nawa-i- Waqt and E ngl ish d a i ly Pakistan Times 
to stop a bus ing t h e  peop le  of S i n d h .  Whi le ca l l i ng non
p a rty e lect ions  a d isast rous  ste p, he dema nded the  
restora t ion  of t h e  po l i t i ca l  p rocess .  Rep ly ing  to a q uest ion ,  
he  sa id  that  estab l i sh ing a com m iss ion wo u ld  not offe r a n y  
remedy i n  t h e  p resent  c i rcu mstances .  

1 2  Dece m be r, , ,  two workers cou rt a rrested i n  Ha la , i n  
Karach i  one  M RD. l eader  courted a rrest .  

A �rou p  of right -wing and r ight-to-center  i n te l lectua l s  
formed a new n o n - po l it i ca l  o rga n isat ion  'Pakistan Society' 
in Lahore to u n ite  peop le  of d i ffe re nt  prov inces .  Accord i ng 
to i ts  dec larat ion ,  it was the  respons ib i l i ty  of Punja b a s  the  
b igger p rov ince to ta ke  i n it i a t ive i n  th i s  rega rd . 

The Karach i  Cent ra l  J a i l  ·was a lso over-flooded by the 
po l i t i ca l  p risoners .  The ja i l  a d m i n istra t ion was re luctant  to 
im pose d isci p l i n e  on t h e m  a n d  the  po l i t ica l p ri soners took 
fu l l  advantage of  i t .  They orga n ized study c i rc les ,  ma i n ly by 
left ist workers, staged p lays and o rga n ized p rotest a n d  
re m e m be ri ng  t h e  pas t  o rg a n ized the  death  a n n iversary o f  
Co m ra d e  H assa n N a si r  on  1 3th Nove m ber  a nd 
In ternati o n a l  H u m a n  R ights Day o n  10th Dece m ber  1983 . 

I 
• 
-I 
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1 5th Dece m b e r, , ,  deta ined  PPP cent ra l l e a d e r  G h u l a m  
M ustafa Ja to ishocked everyone, w h e n  from detent ion  h e  
issu e d  a sta te m e nt o f  reconc i l i a t ion  a nd assura nce o f  
pea cefu l a tmosphere t i l l  t h e  co m i n g  g e n e ra l  e lectio ns .  I n  
s a m e  state m e n t  he a ppea led  to t h e  M a rt ia l  Law 
a uthor i t ies  to re lease those who had  co u rted a rrest d u r i ng  
c iv i l  d iso bed ie nce move ment  by  M RD .  M essage, re leased  
on  the  occa s ion of the  b i rth  ce lebra t ion  of t h e  Pro phet ,  
M o h a m med expressed sym pathy with t he fa m i ly m e m b e rs 
of m a rtyrs, a nd d e m a nded ho ld ing  of genera l  e l ect ions 
with in  90 days .  H e  p leaded gove r n m e nt fo r a decent  
behavior .  

B B C  Rad io, i n  i ts  co m mentary, cons idered  i t  more 
a p p e a l i n g  t h a n  d e m a n d ing .  

There was a b u zz i n  the  pol it ica l c i rc l e s  d u r ing the  e a rly  
pe riod of the  move m e n t  that  Jatoi  had  been assured by a 
fa ction of t he Pa kista n Army that  afte r the  few weeks of 
ag i tat ion,  t h e  genera l  e lect ions wil l  be a n nounced for 
which  h e  w i l l  be nom inated as t h e  ca reta ker  P r ime  
M in iste r; but  a s  the  movement  turned  vio l e n t  i n  S i n d h ,  
J a to i  w a s  d itched b y  the  gua ra ntors.  ( l a t e r, i n  August 1990 
afte r  the  d ism issa l of  Benaz i r  B h utto gove rn m e n t  J a toi  
beca m e  ca retaker  P M )  Now a s  the outcome of t h e  
ag i tat ion,  h e  had  lost the  ba rga i n i n g  power s o  tr ied t o  
reconc i le  w i t h  the  m i l i tary gove rn m e n t .  Su rpri s ing ly, t h e  
f i rst p o i n t  o f  M R D  cha rt e r  o f  l ift i ng  of t h e  M a rt ia l L a w  ha d 
fig ured a s  the  l ast  po in t  i n  the  sta teme ntby Ja to i .  

M i l i t a ry cou rts i n  Karach i  sentenced  fo u r  M R D worke rs fo r 
i mp riso n m e n t  a n d  fi ne,  whi le  32  M R D workers were 
re leased fro m d iffe rent  prisons of the  p rovince;  they were 
a rrested fro m Kha i rp u r  N a t h a n  S h a h  o n  d iffe re nt  occa s ions  
d u r ing  the  m oveme nt .  

16th Decem ber, , , ,  43 worke rs i nc lud ing  t h ree s tudents  of  
D a d u  d istr ict  we re re leased from d i ffe re nt pr i sons .  
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17th Dece m b e r, , ,  
i m posed secti o n  
d e l iver ing speeche s  
fo r 30 days .  

d i str ict a d m i n is t ra t i o n  J a coba b a d  
144, u n d e r  w h i c h  ra i s i ng  s loga n s, 

a n d  ca rry i ng wea pons '  we re ba n ne d  

53 protesters  i n c l u d ing  13  students  were re leased  o n  b a i l  
i n  D a d u  d is t r i c t .  They h a d  b e e n  a rrested from d i ffe r e n t  
ra l l ies .  

3 1st Dece mber, , ,  the  m i l ita ry a u t h o ri t i es. asked a l l  j a i l  
a u t ho r it ies  i n  S i n d h  to make pre p a ra t i o n s  fo r t h e  re le a se 
o f  the  M R D l e a d e rs .  I t  was p l a n n e d  to re lease t h e s e  
pr i so n e rs i n  t w o  phases; wh i le t h e  P rovi nc i a l  H o m e  
D e p a rt m e n t  s p o kesperson c la r if ied t h a t  those pr i so n e rs 
were a rrested u n d e r  d iffe re n t  M a rt i a l  Law reg u l a tio ns,  s o  
t h e  d e pa rt m e n t  h a d  n o  a u tho r ity to  ta ke a ny dec i s ion  
a bout  t h e i r  fa te .  Accord ing  to M R D, over  fo u r  t h o usa n d  
p ro -demo cracy workers h a d  court a rrested,  u n t i l  t h e  h i g h  
co m m a n d  offic ia l ly a n no u n ce d  the  e n d  of  t h e  move m e n t  
l a st m o n t h .  

Lea d i ng S i n d h i  i n te l lectua l  a nd fo rmer  VC of  S i n d h  
U n ivers i ty Syed G h u l a m  M ustafa S h a h  i n  a state m e n t  
wa r.n e d  t h a t  afte r t h e i r  sa cr ifi ce s, t h e  p e o p l e  o f  S i n d h  w i l l  
n o t  accept  a ny fo r m u l a  o r  com p ro m is e .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  
sta teme nts  by few S i n d h i  l eaders d u r ing  t h e  l a st c o u p l e  o f  
weeks  s h owed t h a t  they cou ld  beco m e  t h e  i n stru m e n t  fo r 
a ny consp iracy .  H e  a le rted  S i n d h i  l e a d e rs h i p  t h a t  t h e  youth  
o f  S i n d h  was a n g ry and  had  t u r n e d  m i l i t a n t  revo l u t io n a ry, 
so it  d e lve d e e p  in to  t h e i r  consc ie n ce a n d  t h e n  t a k e  a 
s tud ied  s tance .  

B a d a r  Abra wr i tes  i n  h i s  p r i son  d a i ry t h a t  d u ri n g  the  m o n t h  
o f  Dece m be r, t he re wa s a c lea r-cut  d iv i s ion  a m o ng t h e  
po l i t i ca l  p r i soners i n  t h e  Ka rach i  Cent ra l  J a i l .  O n e  g r o u p  
tha t  most ly  c o m pr ised of  wo rke rs w a s  a g a i n st a ny k i n d  o f  
comprom ise w i t h  the  gove r n m e n t  a nd o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  
w a s  t h e  r u r a l  e l i te ,  whom workers ca l led  'S pec ia l W a rd 
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group ' ,  who promoted a nd propagated the  idea o f  
negot iat i ng w i t h  the  gove r n m e n t .  The workers, w h o  had i n  
t h e  past  l i s tened t o  these l eaders a n d  p a i d  atte nt ion  to 
t h e i r  o p i n io n, were avo id ing  them now a nd were re luctant  
to meet  those who were freque nt ly  v is i ted by the  h igh  
m i l it a ry. offic ia ls  in  t h e  pr iso n .  

I n  t h a t  s i tuat ion, M u mtaz  Bh utto, a c o u s i n  o f  Zu lfiq a r  A l i  
Bhutto a nd a fo u n d i n g  m e m b e r  of  PPP,  once aga i n  f loated 
the  idea of Confedera t io n, t h ro ug h  an a u d i o  cassette,  
s m uggled fro m Karach i  Centra l  Ja i l  to  reach the  workers 
who had  i n te nsif ied t h e i r  d e bate a bo u t  t h e  fut u re course 
of  strugg le  and role o f  P u nj a b  i n  i t .  

Accord i ng to Abro, aft e r  every few days o n e  o r  other  
po l i t ica l  o r  s tudent  o rga n isat ion  he ld  a p u b l i c  meet ing  i n  
the  Karach i  Centra l  J a i l ,  cha i re d  by a pres id i u m, 
re prese nt ing eve ry o rga n isat io n .  I n  those  meet ings, 
eve ryo n e  was free to raise own s loga n s, l i ke  ' l ong  Live 
Bh utto, Long Live La la  .\sad, Long L ive N a z i r  Abba ss i ,  
Zu lfiq a r  A l i  Bh utto was a re be l  and a l l  of  us  a re rebe ls, 
Naz i r  Abbass iwas a re be l  a n d  a l l  of  us  a re rebe ls ,  La la  Asad 
was a re be l  a n d  a l l  of  us  a re rebe l s, Lo ng Live Nat iona l  
Democra tic Revo lut ion ,  Down with  U SA, Long  Live Workers 
of the  La nd ,  Long Live I n d e p e n d e n t  S i n d h ' .  Afte r  eve ry 
m e et ing, jo int  ra l l i es  wo u ld  be brought  out ,  ra i s ing  jo int 
s loga ns .  Accord ing  to h i m  the pr i son  a uthori t ies  were 
watchful  but  were re luctant  to create  a ny k ind  of h u rd le in  
the i r  way, as  t hey knew that  at  the  m o m e n t  the  po l i t ica l  
worke rs we re i n  l a rge n u mber  and a ny k ind of  p rovoca t ion 
cou ld  be d isastrous .  

In  the  la st week of  Dece m b e r, a s  most  of  the  MRD workers 
were be ing  re leased a n d  the  season o f  ho ld i ng meet ings 
wi th in  pr isot'l wa l l s  was on  the recede,  the  po l i t ica l 
pr iso n e rs, espec i a l ly of C P P  in Karach i  Centra l  J a i l  dec ided 
to stage a p lay .  Ba d a r  Abroa short s to ry write r pen ned 
thescr i pt, a bout  a fa m i ly, which d id  not  cons ider  po l i t ics  a 
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good act ivity b u t  d u ri n g  t h e  m oveme n t, m i l i ta ry 
s u p p ress ion  pushes  t h i s fa m i l y  i nto  p o l i t i c s .  S h a b b i r  S h a r, 
a n  accused of Com m u n is t  Consp i racy Case a n d  a te lev is ion 
a rti st befo re h i s  a rrest in  1980,  took  t h e  respo n s i b i l iti es  of  
d i rect ion  a n d  other  a rra nge m e n ts and p layed a d o u b l e  ro l e  
i n  the p lay .  For  other  cha racters F a k i r  I q b a l  H i sba n i, 
Pres ident  of SPSF, who l a ter  was  m a rtyred i n  po l ice fi r i ng  
o n  241h  M ay 1986,  became Army B rigad ier, wh i l e  Fa i z  Soho 
beca me a n  Army M ajor, l m d a d  C h a n d io of  DSF  beca m e  a 
s tudent  l 0ader, wh i l e  M o h a m m e d  K h a n  So lang i  beca m e  
the  p o l i  ,out .  After  re hea rsa l fo r m a ny d ays a nd n ig h ts,  
the  S i nd 1 i i  p lay t i t l ed  'Bahiyun Baragiyan Joan' (THE  
FLAM ESO FSTR U G G LE)  wa s staged in  t h e  l awn  of bar rack  
no .  29 and  was a tt e n ded  by p o l iti ca l a s  we l l  as  non
po l i t i ca l  p ri sone rs .  At t h e  e n d  o f  p l a y, t h e  ca ste a n d  crew 
got sta n d i n g  ova t i o n .  

T h e  i m pact  of  th i s  p l a y  w a s  fe l t  few d ays la te r, when  t h e  
po l i t i ca l  workers o f  Thatta d istr ict  we re p rod uced before a 
S u m m a ry M i l i t a ry Court .  I n  tha t  p l a y, i n  a sce ne of the  
m i l i t a ry court,  t h e  a r m y  m ajo r m a kes a n  offe r to t h e  
p o l it i ca l  worke rs tha t  i f  t h e y  a d m it t h e i r  m istake of  b e i n g  
p o l it ica l, a verd ict  of  t h e i r  re lease  c o u l d  be m a naged . A t  
th is ,  o n e  chr- ·: c te r  re p l ies ,  'O yo u m aj o r !  What  k i nd  of  
verd ict?  The p e o p l e  of  th is  co u nt ry wi l l  g ive t h e  fi n a l  
verd ict ' .  Aft e rwa rd,  they we re awa rded  o n e  year  
i m pr is o n m e n t  a nd f ifte e n  I-a.shes  e a c h .  I nc i d e n t a l ly, the  
re a l  a rmy major  re peated the same words  tothe po l i t ica l 
workers of Th,a tta  a n d  got t h e  s a m e  re p ly  expressed i n  
p lay .  The po l i t i ca l  wo rkers o f  re a l  l ife a l so p ro u d ly sha re d  
t h e  sa me fate o f  sen te n ce l i ke  t h e i r  c o u n t e r-pa rts i n  the  
p lay .  

The M R D move m e nt left a m u l t i p l e  i m p a ct o n  S indh ,  where 
o n  the  one  h a n d  ove ra l l  breakdown o f  l a w  a n d  o rd e r  was  
wi tnessed and h igh  n u m ber  of  k i d n a p p i n g  fo r ra nsom a nd 
ro bbe r ies  we re b e i n g  re ported;  so fa r so,  fo rmer  Governor  
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of S i ndh ,  u n d e r  Z ia reg ime ,  Genera l  J a h a n  Dad Kha n ,  
wrote,  'The re wa s no t raffic on the  r o a d s  a t  n ight except  
for co nvoys o n  the  Nat iona l  H ighway, which had to b e  
escorted b y  the  A r m y  cont ingents' . O n  t h e  other  hand ,  i t  
created a n  interna l  de bate and later  fract ions  wit h i n  a l l  
po l i t i ca l  fo rces i n  S i n d h .  The worst effected we re P P P  a nd 
Jeay  S i n d h  Ta h re e k, two extre m e  e nt i t ies  on the  po l i t i ca l  
s pect r u m .  G .  M .  Syed ,  the  found e r  of  J eay S indh  Tahreek  
had  o p posed the  M�D moveme nt,  by say ing that  i t  was the  
Pakis tan Bachao ( save )  Move m e n t  and  not  o n ly received 
G e n e ra l  Z ia ,  at  the card i a c  wa rd of L ia q u a t  M ed ica l Co l lege 
Hosp i ta l ,  Hyde ra bad but  dec lared  h im a dece n t  p e rson .  
Th i s  a n d n o m i n a t io n  o f  a pro-Zia po l i t i c i an  and in te l lectua l, 
H a m ida K h u h ro, a s  the cha i rperson of Ta h re e k, fu rth e r  
caused a n  in terna l r i ft in  J e a y  S i n d h  Ta h re e k  a nd a fact ion 
of  lead ing workers under  l d rees  C h a n d io bro ke away a n d  
fo rmed a n  i nd e pendent  g ro u p, S i n d h  Dost l nq a la bi Pa rty .  

As the  M R D  m ove ment  d id  not succeed to topple  down 
G e n e ra l  Z ia ,  so to get  the  a dvantage fro m the po l i t i ca l  
a l i ena t io n  i n  S indh ,  P P P  l eaders M u mtaz  B h utto a n d  Abd u l  
Hafeez P i rza do,  a long with  Ba loch nat iona l i st l eader  Atta 
U l l a h  M e ng a l  a n d  a M a o ist Patha n l eader  Afza l  Ba ng ish ,  
fo rmed Sindhi Baloch Pashtoon Front ( S B P F) ,  d u ring  t h e i r  
se l f-ex i le  i n  Lo ndon  a n d  d e m a n ded Confedera t ion  a s  t h e  
futu re syst e m  of gove rna nce in  the  country.  T h i s  F ront  w a s  
a d i rect conse q uence  of  Punj a b�s restra i n  from 
part i c ipat ing  i n  the move m e nt fo r democracy. In a n  
i n terv iew, M u mtaz  B h u tto  h imse lf a d m itted tha t, 'We 
were hope fu l  tha t  P u njab  would  p a rt i c ipate in the  
move m e n t  a s  i t  was a strong base fo r P P P  a n d  were 
assured by prov inc i a l  l eaders that  P u nja b was fu l ly  
pre p a re d  fo r the m ove m e nt but  the  c l a i m s  of leaders of 
Punja b fa i l e d ' .  Later, both M u m ta z  a n d  P i rzado we re 
expe l led  fro m P P P  u n d e r  Benaz i r  B h u tto .  After  spend ing  
somet ime i n  S indh i  na t ion <  ' i st po l i t ics ,  P i rzado retu rned 
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back  to h i s  l a w  p ract ice,  wh i l e  M u mtaz  after  so m e t i m e  
d issolved S B P F  a n d fo rmed S i n d h  Nat io n a l  Front ,  w h i c h  
l a t e r  w a s  m e rged  w i t h  M us l i m  League o f  N a w a z  Sha rif .  

The cool  re spo n se in P u nj a b  furt h e r  a l i e n ated peop le  o f  
S i n d h  a n d  t h ey lost  t h e i r  fa i th  i n  t h e  fed e rat io n .  I n  t h e  
words o f  soc io log ist Ta r iq R e h m a n, 'The s u p p ress ion o f  
M R D  w a s  so v i o l e n t  i n  S i n d h ,  w h e re a nt i - P u njab i  a nd a nt i 
m i l i t a ry fee l i ngs ra n h igh ,  that  it took  o n  t h e  n a t u re o f  a 
c iv i l  wa r' .  

G e n e ra l  J a h a n  Dad  K h a n ,  a fo r m e r  Gove rnor  of  S i n d h 
u n d e r  Z ia w rites i n  h i s  book, tha t  ' the Pa k ist a n  Army a n d  
Ma rtia l Law were cons ide re d  t o  b e  sy nonymous  with t h e  
P u nja b . The major i ty o f  S i n d h i  fe lt  tha t  t h e i r  i ntere sts we re 
n o  lo nger  safe in  the ha n d s  of  M a rt i a l  Law and t h e  Army 
do m i n a t e d  P u nj a b' 

Ayesha  J a l a l  wr ites i n  h e r  book  'Democracy and 
Authoritarian ism in South Asia' that  'the regim·e's  po l i cy o f  
d i ffe rent i a l  patro n age a nd se lect ive m o b i l i zat ion  h a d  w o n  
o v e r  su bsta nt ia l segme nts of  P u nj a b's  d o m i n a nt soc io
e c o n o m i c  strata ,  l a n d l o rd a nd i n d ustr ia l ists and m o st 
i m port a n t ly, the  e m e rg ing  co m m e rc ia l  grou ps' .  

I n s p i re d  by the C h i nese revo lut ion  u n d e r  M a o, a S i n d h  
based g ro u p  Awa m i  Tahreek  got p ro m i n e nce d u r i n g  t h is 
m ov e m e n t  a n d  accord i n g  to the  Pa rty c l a i m ,  over 1200 o f  
i t s  a cti vists co u rt a rrested i n c l u d i ng 400 from �·d i n, 2c;)O 
fro m Thatt a ,  75 fro m K h a i r p u r  a nd 7 5  from Tharpa rka r, 
D a d u  a n d  La rka n a .  

O n  1'1 J a n u a ry 1984, s o m e  po l i ti ca l  p r iso n e rs, i nc l u d i ng 
Raf iq Saf i ,  M a u l a n a  Ja wed N a u m a n i  a nd · others we re 
sh ifted  to Hyd e ra ba d  J a i l  fro m Ka rach i  a n d  we re p u t  i n  
so l i ta ry confi n e m e nt w i th  cha ins .  As t h e  other  po l i t i ca l  
p riso n e rs ca m e  to k now a bout  t h e i r  a rriva l ,  i n i t i a l l y  t h e  
re prese ntat ives of  po l i t i ca l  p riso n e rs h e l d  ta l k s  with  pr i so n 
a ut h o r i t ies ,  w h o  refused to o b l ige, so the  po l i t i ca l 
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pri soners bega n ag i tat ing  and  aft e r  ra l l i es  a n d  s h ou t i ng 
s loga ns  fo r fo ur  days, the i r  d e m a n d  was accepted a n d  
the i r  fe l l ow comrades  were s h ifted to  t h e  m a i n  wa rds .  F�w 
d a ys l a t e r, Comracr  Jam Saq i  was a lso s h i fted fro m S u ' ;k u r  
J a i l  t o  b e  a b le  t o  a p pear  i n  h i s  aca d e m i c  e xa m inat ions .  H e  
w a s  a lso k e p t  i n  so l i tary confine m e n t  i n  the  spec ia l  wa rd,  
named a fter  h im by pol i t ica l  priso n e rs,  a s  h e  had  spent so 
m uch of  h is  t ime i n  that wa rd .  O nce a g a i n  po l i t i ca l  
priso n e rs, espec ia l l y\ stude n ts were i nt e n d i n g  to show t h e i r  
m usc les  to the  a u t hor i t ies .  Howeve r th is t i m e  a ft e r  t a l k s  
with s e n i o r  po l it i ca l  wo rkers, the  a uthori t ies  i m m e d ia te ly 
e n d e d  the  so l i ta ry co nfi nement  of Comrade J a m .  Both  o f  
these deve lopme nts  a re a reflect io n o f  t h e  m o o d  o f  t h e  
po l i t i ca l  -p r iso n e rs, who because of  t h e i r  l a rge  n u m be r  
were d efy ing  offi c i a l  d isc ip l ine  a n d  were d ictat i n g  t h e i r  
terms .  

Comra d e  Jam Saq i  imm ed iate ly  s tarted  po l i t i ca l  
d iscuss ions  with fe l low priso ners and  the  m ajor  i s sues  t h a t  
emerged fro m  these d i scuss ions  we re a bo u t  t h e  
exp lo ita t ion  of  S i n d h .  M a n y  pr isoners were ho ld i ng P u nj a b  
re srons ib le  fo r t h i s  which had  n o t  respo n d i n g  wel l  to  t h e  
ca l l  of  the  c iv i l d i so bed ie nce move m e n t .  Comra d e  Jam was 
of  the  o p i n io n  that  a s  the  Commun ists  they cou ld  not  b e  
loya l o r  d is loyal  to any  state .  Th i s  s t a n c e  wa s n o t  
a cce ptab le  to some o f  the  fe l low pr iso n e rs,  who 
cons idere d  i t  fu l l  of  am bigu ity .  

I d e o log ica l de bates between var ious o rga n izat ions  were 
fre q ue nt ly h e l d .  I n  o n e  such  de bate o n  M ao i sm, t h e  
workers of  DSF  a nd Awa m i  Ta hreek d e bated  fo r h o u rs .  T h e  
D S F  t e a m  w a s  led  by l m d a d  C h a n d io a nd A T  was 
re p rese nted by M u n i r  B h u rgr i .  

lmdad  Chand io  h a d  a good vo ice, so h e  was popu lar  a mo ng 
h i s  fe l l ow pr isoners for s i ng ing  Si n d h i  a n d  Urdu  po l i t i ca l  a s  
we l l  a s  fi l m  songs .  
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M o h a m m e d  M usa Da l ,  a n  act ive worker  o f  M R D a nd P P P  of 
d i str ict  M i rp u rkhas  was born i n  1 9 5 3 .  At the age of  ten he 
contacted the Po l io  virus wh ich  heav i ly  c r i pp led  h i m  a n d  
t h e  w h e e l -cha i r  beca m e  h is h e l p i n g  h a n d .  H e  jo i ned  t h e  
P P P  i n  1977 a nd p layed a n  active ro le  i n  o rga n iz i n g  t h e  
a nt i -Z ia  movem ent ,  espec ia l l y  d u r ing  the  M R D  move m e n t  
i n  t a l u ka K o t  G h u l a m  M o h a m m e d .  H e  wa s a rrested a lo n g  
w i t h  2 5  o t h e r  workers a n d  d u r ing  h i s  fi ft e e n  d ays 
i m p ri so n m e nt ;he  refused to s u b m it an a po logy a s  was  
d e m a n d e d  by the a u t h o ri t ies .  La t e r, a fter  the  d is m issa l of  
fi rst B e n a z i r  Bh utt o gove r n m e n t  in  1990, h e  wa s aga i n  
a rrested a n d  sent  t o  ja i l .  Ti l l  h is death ,  h e  wa s a n  act ive  
po l i t i ca l  worker .  

On 5th J a n u a ry, Zu l fiq a r  A l i  B h utto b i r thday was ce lebra t e d  
i n  Hyderabad  Ce nt ra l  J a i l .  Address ing  t h e  p u b l ic m eet i ng,  
P P P  l e a d e r  Ash i q u e  H ussa i n  J a t o i  s u rp rised eve ryo ne ,  
w h e n  h e  a n n o u nced tha t  B e n a z i r  B h utto h a d  a l l owed the  
workers booked  u n d e r  c iv i l  cases,  to get  re lease  o n  b a i l .  
T h i s  stat e m e n t  o p e n e d  new wave of  d e bate a m o n g  t h e  
p o l it ica l pr i so n e rs, majo rity o f  w h o m  cons idere d  i t  a 
co m p ro m ise with m i l it a ry ju nta by t h e  l a n d lord c l ass, l ed  
b y  G h u l a m  M ustafa Ja to i  i n  t h e  P P P .  

1 3  J a n u a ry, fi ve M R D  l e a d e rs· o f  S a n g h a r  d istr ict were 
re lea s e d .  

O n  14th J a n u a ry, M R D  c o n v e n e r  M a u la n a  M o h a m m e d  S h a h  
A m ro t i  d e n ie d  a n d  c la r if ied t h e  n e w s  tha t  a p p e a re d  i n  
d iffe rent  newspa p e rs that  t h e  P P P  was a s k e d  fo r 
c l a r i fica t ion  b y  the  a l l i a nce  a bo ut t h e  d e p a rt u re of B e n a z i r  
B h utto to a b road f o r  med ica l t rea t m e n t .  

I n  i_ts e d i tor ia l a ppear ing  o n  14th J a n u a ry, d a i ly A/tab 
Hyd e ra ba d  d e m a nded  the i m m e d ia te  o p e n ing  of  d i ffe re n t  
ra i lway t racks i n  S i n d h ,  s h ut-down beca use o f  t h e  d a m a g e  
d u r i n g  t h e  M R D  m ove m e n t .  Newspaper  o p i n e d  t h a t  
a lt h o u g h  d u ri ng t h e  ag i tat ion  t h e  c losu re co u ld be  just i f ied 
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but now when the  movement  had  a l m ost fizz led o ut so t h e  
tra i n  serv ice o n  a l l  t racks s h o u l d  be restored after d u e  
re pa i r  work.  

17th J a n u a ry,, ,  MRD conve n e r  M a u l a n a Amrot i  reaffi r m e d  
that  t h e  q uest ion of ca l l i ng-off t h e  c iv i l  d isobe d i e n c e  
move m e n t  l au nched b y  M R D  d id not  a rise a n d  n e w  
strategies to re-e n e rg ize  the  m ove m e nt were be ing  
formu la ted .  

O n  19th J a n u a ry, few worke rs of  t h e  Jato i  fact i o n  of  P P P  
c i rcu lated a writte n state m e nt i n  su pport of  Jato i 's  
reco nc i l i a to ry state m e n t  i n  the Hyderabad Centra l  Ja i l  fo r 
s ignatures by fe l l ow po l i t i ca l  priso ners .  Th i s  c reated a 
ser io us r i ft a m ong the  po l i t i ca l  p ri soners, who after the  
re lease of  m a ny fe l low comrades- i n -struggle were  pass ing 
through fa t igue and des perat i o n .  Few of the pr iso n e rs,· ,, 
who st i l l  be l ieved i n  struggle aga inst t he m i l itary  ru le  a n d  
were n o t  ready fo r a ny com pro m ise,  cons idered  the  a c t  a s  
subm iss ive a n d  conc i l i a tory.  They c ri t ic ized t h e  l eadersh ip  
that  i f  i t  cou ld  not  sust a i n  t h e  t e m po of the  moveme nt ,  
then  there was no  need to ca l l  t he  m asses to the  streets 
and gett ing  h u n dreds  of t h e m  m a rtyred in the h e ro ic 
struggle with the  secu rity forces .  

The state m e n t  by  J a to i  a n d  l a t e r  a t tempt to get  su ppo rt 
for i t  m a d e  a ser ious rift a m ong the  po l i t ica l  worke rs, 
espec ia l ly of the PPP, who accused each  other  for crea t i ng  
a d iss ident  g ro u p  w it h i n  the  pa rty, o f  com pro m is ing w i th  
m i l i t a ry j u nta a n d  of  po l i t i ca l  adventur i sm.  

I n  h i s  exp la nat ion  to the  m e d i a  reports rega rd i ng the  
c lashes between  M R D priso n e rs a n d  j a i l  a u t h o rit ies, t h e  
N a ra J a i l Hyderabad S u pe r inte n d e n t  o n  22°d J a n ua ry, sa id  
that  those c l ashes e ru p ted  o n  t h e  sh i f t i ng  of  the  M R D  
p riso n e rs t o  other  pr isons .  
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2 3 'd J a n ua ry, Syed Afz a l  Hyder ,  t h e  Pres ide nt La hore H igh  
C o u rt Bar  Associa tion  expressed h i s  concern  ove r the  r ift 
wi th in  t h e  M R D  a n d  cons i d e re d  i t  a great  po l i t ica l t ragedy.  

To boost  the  mora l  of the  law e n fo rcers in  S i n d h, o n  t h e  
i nst ruct ions  o f  the  M a rt i a l  Law a uthori t ies ,  t h e  ra i lway 
po l ic e  gave cash avJards and ce rt ifica tes to  those offi c i a l s  
who h a d  fa ced the  p rotesters d u ri n g  t h e  M R D  move m e n t .  
I n  t h i s  regard,  o n  23 'd J a n u a ry, t h e  I n spector  G enera l  o f  
Pa k is tan  Ra i lway Po l ice gave a w a y  t h e  awards in  La rka n a  
reg io n .  

Rasoo l  B a k hsh  P a l ijo, t h e  deta i ne d  ch ief  of  S i n d h i  Awa m i  
Ta h reek, who was recent ly  s h ifted t o  M ayo Hospita l 
La hore  fro m Kot La khpat  j a i l, o n  2 5 th J a n u a ry refused t o  
t a l k  o n  t h e  c u rrent po l i t i ca l  s i tuat ion  with vis i t i ng  
jo u rn a l i st s, a s  h e  was afra i d  o f  be ing  sh ifted back to p ri son  
by a ut hor i ti e s .  O n  2 61h J a n ua ry, h e  was s h ift ed t o  Karach i  
u n d e r  po l ice c ustody, where h e  was k e pt i n  La ndh i  J a i l  
Ka ra c h i .  

2 8th J a n u a ry, M a rti a l  L a w  a u t ho rities  re leased 2 3  M R D  
workers fro m Hyd e r a b a d  Centra l J a i l , a rrested fro m 
d i ffe rent  a reas  of S i n d h  d u r ing  the  m ovement .  

I n  h is l e tt e r  o n  4th F e b rua ry, to M R D  Nawa bsh a h  l e a d e r  
B a s h i r  A h m e d  D h a h raj,  from M a c h h  J a i l  B a l och ista n,  
G h u l a m  M ujta ba Ja to i  a p prec ia ted  the sacrifices tendered  
by the  workers a nd l e a de rs d u ring  MRD st rugg le ,  o n  the  
ca l l  g iven  by h i s  e l d e r  b ro t h e r  and  cent ra l  M R D  leader  
G h u la m  M ustafa Ja to i .  I n  h i s  l e t ter, J a to i  m e nt ioned tha t  in  
Machh  t h e  co ld  was u n be a ra b le ,  espec ia l ly  fo r the  
p riso n e rs fro m S indh  and  wanted  to  know the  na mes o f  ' 

/ 
those re leased  a nd t h e  o nes  st i l l  l a ng u is h ing  in  d iffe re n t  /, 
p riso n s  o f  S i nd h .  , 

7th F e brua ry, M i l ita ry Court n o . 1 2  Dadu  sente nced 
wo rkers to  i m p riso n m ent  fo r b ring ing  out  a 
a d d ress i ng t h e  c rowd a n d  d a m a g i n g  gove rnment  p 

/ 
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in Bhan Saeedabad on 18th September 198 3 .  A case u n d e r  
Mart ia l  L a w  Regulation 1 3  was registere d  against six o f  t h e  
accused for ra ising anti-government slogans i n  t he mi i i tary 

· court a fter  the pronouncement of sentence. Mea nwhi l e  
t h e  M il i ta ry Court n o .  1 8  Hyderabad  sentenced two 
workers to imprisonment a nd lashes for b ringing out a 
ra l ly, a d d ressing the crowd and damaging government 
property in  Ha la .  

1 9  pol itica l p risoners of Thatt a d istrict were shifted  to 
d iffe rent prisons on 8th February, after  being prod uced 
before Add itiona l Sub Martial  Law Admi nistrator Thatta, 
who demanded an a pology and g uarantee of g�od 
behavior i n  fut ure; which was pol itical p risoners refused . 

nth Februa ry, Sum mary M il ita ry co urt no. 18 Hydera bad, 
sentenced five workers of Hala to imprisonment and 
lashes. They were accused of br ing ing out a ra l ly, ra ising 
a nt i-government slogans and da maging the ra i lway and  
other p ro p erty. Mart ia l  Law a uthorities e xtended the  
detention period of  fou r  M R D  leaders fo r further  ni nety 
days.  Al l  t hose M R D  Sind h leade rs, a rrested on 201h August 
1983, were kept  in Machh Ja i l  Ba lochistan, whi le six other 
workers were re leased from Khairpur central  jai l .  

The p ro-struggle workers of the PPP o rganized a meeting 
in Hyderabad Central Ja i l  on 12th Febru a ry to 
commemorate a thanks giving day on the recovery of 
Benazir  B h u tto from surgery in London a nd reassert 
confidence in  her leadership .  The riva l  gro u p  within P P P  
t ried  its best t o  g e t  t h is meeting cance led b u t  t h e  majority 
of the  active and  vocal workers supported it .  The main 
focus of th i rte<>n speeches in that  meeting was the future 
course of the  pol it ical  d i rection of the  country, whether it 
should be federa l  or  confederat ion?  Few spea kers 
critic ized the right-wing leaders of  M RD, who had  
a nnounced that  the M R D  would not raise the  issue of  
p rovincial  a utonomy in the  coming genera l  e lections. 
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14th February, 20 more po l iti cal  d etainees were  release 
fro m Kha i rpur  Centra l  Ja i l .  

The M a rt ia l  Law a uthor it ies  re leased Punhoon Kha n 
Cha n d io o n  1 7th February from District Ja i l  N awabshah;  h e  
was a rrested after  t h e  massacre b y  t h e  mi l itary forces i n  
h i s  v i l lage .  
A ce ntra l  M RD and JUI  leader  Mau lana  Am roti c la imed o n  
17th February that  more p o l it ical  part ies had  req uested for 
the  m e m bersh ip  of M R D  a n d  d e manded that the nation a l  
a n d  p rovi ncia l asse m bl ies' e lect ions shou ld  be  cond ucted  
before the m u nic ipa l  e lectio ns .  

Two-day S indh p rovincia l  co nvention o f  JU I  held  i n  Sakra n d  
o n  1 7th a n d  1 8th February. Add ressing t h e  convention, M R D  
co nvener  a n d  J U I  leader  M a ulana Amroti  a n nounced t h a t  
M R D  move m e n t  had not  been  withd rawn.  

I n  t h e  first interview after  her  recovery from s u rg ery, 
Benaz ir B h utt o d e n ied  o n  23'd February that a ny 
co m p ro m ise fo r her  t ravel l i ng abroad was negotiated with 
the  government . 

27t h  February, d ete nt ion o rders of central  M R O  and N O P  
leader  Sherbaz Mazar i  were withdra wn. H e  w a s  a rrested 
on  1 9th J u ly fro m Ka rach i .  Ta h reek- i - l staq la l  leader M i a n  
M a h m ood A l i  Kasuri m e t  with Jamaat+ls lami  ch ief  M i a n  
Tufa i l  Mohammed.  Although they refused to  d isclose t h e  
deta i l s  o f  t h e  meet ing b u t  sou rces were confident  a bo1,1t  
the possi b i l ity of cooperat ion between J I  a n d  M R D .  

Acco rd i ng to the  officia l reco rd of Hyderabad Centra l Ja i l ,  
o n  1" Ma rch, the n u m b e r  of po l it ical  p risoners ca m e  d o w n  
t o  4 00, w h i c h  was o n c e  1 600 at  t h e  pea k o f  M RD 
move m e nt .  At that  t ime ,  a l l  pa rt ies  conce ntrated o n  t h e  
po l it ica l  ed ucat ion of the i r  workers .  Except for a S i nd h 
based p ro-Ch ina  gro u p  Awa m i  Ta h re e k, every other  pa rty 
i nc lud ing  the  PPP,  CPP a n d  J eay S indh  were 
acco m modat ing other  part ies'  cad re s  i n  the i r  study circ l e s. 
I n  th is  co n nect ion  Mau lana  J awed N a u m a n i  gave lecture s 

.... 
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o n  Afg h a n  a n _: I ra n i a n  revo l ut ions a n d  on O rga n isat ion  o n  
30th a nd 3 1st ' /l a rch,  w h i l e  on lstApr i l ,  Aijaz Khwaja gave a 
t a i k  o n  Con . cderat ion .  On the  same day  re lease orders fo r 
few workers of Thatta d istr ict rea ched a t  Hydera bad  
Ce nt ra l  J a i l ,  who  fi rst had  to a ppea r before the  Dist ric t  
M a rt i a l  La� Adm i n istrator, who in it ia l ly asked them to 
sub mit a written com m itment  tha t in  fut u re they  wi l l  not  
part ic ipate in  a ny a n t i-government  ag i tat ion .  O n  the i r  
refusa l  to do  so, a l l  of them,  i nc lud ing t h e  d is tric t' s  
workers a t  Karach i  Ce ntra l J a i l  were  re leased  
uncond i t iona l ly.  

4t hM a rch, The pol i t ica l priso ners in Sukkur  Centra l  J a i l ,  
commemorated S indh i  Stude nts Day a nd o rg a n ized  a 
meet ing c h a i red by You n is Khorkha n i ,  wh i le  Co m rade  J a m  
S a q i  was t h e  ch ief  guest .  O n  t h e  occas ion Ba khsh A l i  
J a m a l i ,  S h a b b i r  So lang i ,  D r .  Kha l i d  M a h mood, M a hesh 
K u m a r, Wal i  Mohammed Abbassi  and Ash ique  M ansoor 
add ressed the  meet ing .  

O n  the same day, 1 3  po l iti c a l  l eaders be long ing to  S i n d h  
were sh i fted t o  La nd h i  J a i l  Ka ra ch i  fro m M a c h h  J a i l  
B a loch istan .  A l l  of t h e m  were a rrested fro m d iffe re n t  pa rts 
of  S i ndh  d u ri ng th� M R D  m ove m e n t .  M ea nwhi le ,  18 m o re 
po l i t i ca l  p risoners were re leased from Kha i rpur  Cent ra l 
J a i l .  

M ea nwh i le,  newspa pers reported o n  6th M a rch  that  the  
leaders of major M R D  com ponent  part ies  had  contacted 
d iffe rent part ies  fo r the resto rat ion  of de mocracy u nder  
the  1973  con sti tution,  to a c h ieve the  p urpose they  showed 
w i l l i ng ness to fo rm a un ited fo r u m .  Meanwh i le ,  M i l it a ry 
Co u rt Hyde ra bad  sente nced s ix workers to i m p riso n m e n t, 
l ashes  a nd f ine fo r b lock ing Nat iona l  H ighway d u ring M R D  
movement ,  wh i le  the M i l it a ry Court Da d u  sentenced 17  
workers to im prisonment, l ashes  and  f ine ,  on  the  same 
c h a rges .  
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M R D  Hydera bad in  its meeti ng he ld  on  7th M a rch  decided 
to fo i l  the  consp i ra cy of  ho ld ing non-pa rty e lect ions .  
Meet ing condem ned t he re m a rks by U S  i n  favor  o f  Genera l  
Z ia reg ime .  

Po l i t i ca l  pr isoners in  Centra l  J a i l  Sukkur  i n it i a ted a token 
h u nger  str ike fo r s ix-hours o n  l lthM a rch  to  d e m a nd the i r  
r ights  a s  per the  ja i l  m a n u a l .  

Autho r i ties  o n  20th M a rch  extended the  detent io n  period 
o f  fo u r  M R D  leaders o f  d istr ict  Thatta fo r a fu rther  n i nety 
days .  

2 1 5t M a rch,  the  token h u nger  s t r i ke  of  s ix-hou r, by the  
po l i t i ca l  p r iso ners in  Centra l  Ja i l  Sukkur  cont inued fo r the  
10th day .  ·" 

281h M a rch ,  five po l it i ca l  p riso ners i n  Centr ; · '  J a i l  S u k k u r  
we nt  o n  a 24-hour  hu nger str ike to g e t  t h e i r  d e m a nd o f  
sh i ft i ng  t h e m  to  t h e i r  h o m e  d istr ict j a i l s  a ccepted . M i l it a ry 
Court Dadu  sentenced 17  M R D  workers to im pr iso n m e nt,  
l ashes  and f ine for  o rga n i z ing  ra l ly a nd d a m ag i ng 
gove rnment  p roperty d u ring the  movement .  

2 9th M a rch,  t he Deputy Co nve ner  of  M R D  Iqba l  Hyder  
a rrested for  vio l a t i ng t he M a rt i a l  Law reg u la t ions  a n d  
deta i n ed for 9 0  days; a week e a rl ier  a M R D  meeti ng had  
been he ld  a t  h is  reside nce .  

M a rt ia l  Law aut horit ies re leased 57 M RD wo rke rs fro m 
Hyderabad a n d  Sukkur  J a i l s; they were a rrested fro m 
d i ffe rent  parts  of Dadu  d i st rict  d u r ing t he movement .  

30th M a rch N O P  leader  Wa l i  K h a n  c l a i med tha t  s ince  the  
incept ion  of  Pa k istan every government i nc l u d i n g  the  
c u rre n t  one  had  offe red h i m  the Pres idency o r  the  
P re m iersh ip  but  he had not  a ccepted e i ther  of  those .  

Restr ict i o n  o n  the  movements  o f  B i ze njo was l ifted on  
30th M a rch ,  a day  ea rl ier; he was confined  to h is  a ncestra l 
v i l l age N a a l .  -
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In a n  i nte rview wi th  a newspa pe r on 3 1 51M a rch,  P P P  Sen io r  
Vice Cha i rman  Ma khdoom Ta l i b  u l  Mou l a  sa id  tha t  if  t he  
government  wa s  s incere i n  so lv ing the  cu rrent cr is is then  i t  
sho u ld  release a l l  the a rrested po l it i ca l  workers a n d  
leaders .  He s a i d  t h a t  the  confederat ion  was n o t  h i s  pa rty 
progra m ;rnd c la imed that  his fa m i ly had rejected the offer 
of a m i n istry extended to h i s  son  Amin  Fah im .  

Ta lk ing  to  a n  I s l amaba d  ba sed jou,rna l ist  on  gth A pri l ,  
Bena z i r  Bh utto sa id  that  she had her  lobby in Pa kista n, n o t  
in  t h e  US  and  t h e  peop le  o f  Pa kista n w i l l  b e  benefit ted 
fro m the i r  struggle wi th in  the count ry. After  hav ing her  
medica l  t reatment  i n  London,  Benaz i r  had vis ited US  to  
a pp ri ze d i ffe rent sections  about  the  s i tuat ion  a t  home.  She 
ca l led  the  a trocit ies of m i l i t a ry regime · i n  S indh  a great  
tragedy. 

NOP leader  Sherbaz Khan M a z a r i  in a statemen t  o n  1 1th 
Apr i l  condem ned the M a rt i a l  Law regime po l ic ies  rega rd i ng 
cont in ued im p r ison ment  of po l i t i ca l  p risone rs. He  
dema nded j u d ic i a l  e nq u i ry und e r  S u p reme Court J udge for 
the h u m a n  losses d u r ing the movement  in S indh .  " 

I n  t he o ngoing move to re lease po l i t i ca l  wo rke rs and  
lead ers,  the PPP  Secreta ry Ge ne ra l  T i k ka  K h a n  was 
re leased fro m Rawa l p i nd i  J a i l  on l21h Apri l .  

O n e  t h e  other  h a nd,  detent ion w a s  extended for a fu rther 
three months, of seven po l i t i ca l  leaders of S indh,  cu rrent ly  
i n  Karach i  and Machh J a i l s .  

1 3th Apri l ,  recent ly  re lease d P P P  leader  Ash ique  Hussa i n  
J a t o i  reached Kha i rpur  N a t h a n  Sha h  fo r the  condo lence of  
the ma rtyrs of the movement .  

201hApr i l ,  PPP  leader  a n d  fo rmer  Punjab Ch ief M i n ister 
Ma l i k  M a i raj · Kha l i d  a n nou nced t h a t  M RD wi l l  boycott the 
non-party e lect ions  and hoped that a b road based a l l i ance 
of a l l  po l i t i ca l  p a rt ies was poss i b le i n  the nea r fut u re . O n  
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same day  N O P  P res ident  She rbaz  Ma za r i  a n n o u nced t h a t  
no  t a l k s  w i l l  be h e l d  w i t h  the  p resent M i l i ta ry government .  

I n  a n  i n te rv iew w i th  a r ight -wing U rd u  wee k ly Takbeer, G .  
M .  Syed ca l led t h e  M R D  m ovement  a fa i led  movement  for 
wh ich ,  accord i ng to h im some s h ro ud-th ieves had ga thered 
to exp lo it some g raves.  

2 1st Apr i l ,  M i l i t a ry Court N a wa b s h a h  sentenced 48 perso ns  
o n  the  cha rges of  f ir ing o n  l a w  e nfo rcers d u ring  the  M R D  
movement .  

J U I  Ch ief  M a u l a na  · Faza l  Rehman wh i le  t a l k ing  to  
j o u rna l i sts o n  2 5th A pr i l  i n  S a k ra nd sa id  tha t  the  
government  i n  a p l a n ned way  h a d  s u bjected the  peop le of  
S i n d h  to un accou nta b le  suffe ri ng and the  peop le shou ld  
u n i te to defeat  the  a ut h o ri ta ri a n  m e nta l ity .  The  peop le  o f  
S i n d h· m ust be  assured t h a t  i n  fut u re th i s  secta ri a n  att i t ude  
w i l l  not  be re peated .  R e p ly i ng to a q uest ion ,  he sa id that  
the  p rov inc ia l a utonomy issue w i l l  be · sorted-out  by the  
e lected pa r l i amenta ry gove rnm e nt .  

Abd u l  Ghafoor  B h u rg ri ,  a m e m b e r  o f  Z i a ' s  h a n d  p icked 
M aj l i s - i -Shoora sa id  on 2 6th Apr i l  that  a l l t he  a rson  
inc idents  in  S i n d h  h a d  been the  h a n d iwork of. the a nt i 
state e lements a n d no PPP  worker  was involved i n  t h is 
m isch ief. He  d id  not  e l a b o rate  the 'a nt i -state e leme nts' .  

M R D  leader M a u l a na Ah i t ram ul  H a q ue Thanvi  on  2 91h Apr i l  
v is i ted d i ffe re n t  a reas  of  Kha i rpu r  N a t h a n  S h a h ,  where 

' m any  M R D  workers were m a rtyred d u r i ng the  moveme nt .  
Address ing the peo p le a t  d i ffe rent p l a ces, he p rom ised 
t h a t  with the resto rat ion  of  democra cy, the j u d ic i a l  
e n q u i ry w i l l  be he ld  fo r the  a t roc i t ies  comm itted d u r i ng 
the  m ovement  a n d  m o n u ments  w i l l  be e rected a t  d i ffe re nt 
p l a ces of  str i fe a n d  m a rtyrd o m . 

D u ri ng the peak  of the movement  controve rs i a l  S i n d h i  
na t iona l i s t  l e a d e r  G .  M .  Syed, gave a s tate ment  wh ich  
a ntago . 1 i zed the peo p le o f  S i n d h .  Rep ly ing  to  a q uest ion 
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by a Lahore based journa l ist, q uoted in M u sha h i d  
H ussa in 's  b o o k  ' The Zia Years', he s a i d  'We a re staying o u t  
of  t h i s  ag itat ion .  I t  i s  not  a p o p u l a r  movement .  I t  is  o n l y  
l e d  b y  P P P  fe uda l  lords to sat isfy t h e i r  lust  fo r power.  L ike  
a dog, the  PPP is on ly  seeking crumbs  a nd bones .  G h u l a m  
M ustafa Jato i  jo ined in  when h e  got a p a t  o n  the back  fo r i t  
fro m some America n Senators  that  he had met . '  

Same sent iments  were expressed by Ba loch leader  Akbar  
Bugt i ,  who  was  of  the op in ion  that  'Democracy m e a n s  
P u njab i  hegemony, un less y o u  concede pa ri'ty .  T h e  M R D  
was d i re.cted from P u nj a b  a n d  i t  d id not take Ba loch  
leaders i n to confidence. '  

The M ohaj i rs,  sett led i n  the u rba n  centers of S indh had a 
very o ld  ethn ic  co nfl ict with S ind his .  A lthough M a u la n a  
Sha h Ahmed Noora ni ,  t h e  ch ief  of  J a m iat - i- U l a ma- i
Pa k ist an  and  the pr ime representat ives of M ohaj i rs a t  t h a t  
t ime,  had sa id  on  m a ny occas ions t h a t  h e  suppo rt s  t h e  
a nt i -m i l i t a ry r u l e  struggle b y  t h e  people of  S i n d h  b u t  i n  
rea l i ty t he regime had b roken ra nks o f  h is  pa rty b y  p i ck ing  
many  of i ts  leade rs a nd p lac ing  them on  d iffe rent  fo r u m s  
created b y  the  Z i a  M a rt i a l  Law. The Mo haj irs we re n o t  
ready to  become pa rt of  s u c h  a movement  where S i n d h i s  
were i n  va nguard posi t ion .  

MRD Secretary G e nera l  Khwaja Kha i rudd in, i n  a n  i n te rv iew 
had sa id that  s ince the  a l l i ance leadersh ip  was in  contact  
w i th  the peop le  i n  S indh ,  so they  responded we l l  on  the i r  
ca l l  but  unfo rtunate ly  that  cou ld  not  ha ppened in  other  
p rovinces.  The P u nja b  cad re a nd  leadersh ip  were more 
in terested i n  t he m u nic ipa l  e lect ions and  on  the  ground 
level P u nja b's  a l l  commitments rega rd i ng movement b o re 
zero resu l ts i n  pract ice .  Pu nja b was benefi t t ing from e ighty 
percent of  the nat iona l  resou rces, so i ts  economic  
i n terests ove rshadowed the po l it i ca l  in terests .  Sa me was 
the pos i t ion of  Front ierProvince, where the drug money 
and s h a re in  the government  kept peop le  away fro m the 
movement .  C la rify ing the a l lega t ions  of  foreign support fo r 
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M R D, he  to ld  tha t  few o f  the  E u ropea n a n d  US  d i p lo m a ts 
in  ro ut ine  meet ings had sa id  to  the M R D  leaders t h a t  t he i r  
c l a im  for d e mocra cy was j u st a ve rba l one; how can - o ne 
judge whether  the masses were with the o p pos i t ion 
a l l i a nce and not with the reg ime?  He was o f  t h e  op in ion  
t h a t  i f  the  a l l i a nce had  rece ived fo reign s u p po rt a nd 
suffic ient  fi n a nces, the  resu lts  cou ld  have been  d iffe rent .  

P P P  leader  G h u la m  M u stafa Ja to i ,  who convinced S indh i  
rura l  e l i te  to  become p a rt o f  the movement a nd on  h i s  
a ss u ra n ces, the  S indh i  fe u d a l  lords  fo r the  f irst t i m e  i n  the  
h i s tory o pted for i m p r iso n me n t  in  such l a rge n u m be rs .  
Accord ing to the  d o m i n a n t  na rra t ive, Jato i  had  been 
assure d  by a sect ion  of the  m i l it a ry a n d  c iv i l  esta b l i shment  
t h a t  a fter  a few weeks of  in tense moveme nt,  Genera l  Z ia  
cou ld  be re p l ace d  by a t rans i t io n a l  set u p, wh ich cou ld  pave 
a way for t h e  pre m iersh i p  of Jato i . B ut he  was l a ter  
d itched  by t h e  esta b l i shm e nt  a s  the movem ent,  espec ia l ly 
in S i n d h  t u rned vio lent .  As a conseq uence of the M R D  
1983 m ovem e nt,  Ja to i  had  t o  q u i t  P P P, which  he  had  
jo i ned  i n  1968-69 a n d  fo rmed h i s  own party N a ti o n a l  
Peop le's Pa rty, which  w a s  confined  i n  j us t  o ne d i str ict  o f  
N a u s h e h ro Feroz  S i n d h .  

The  i n te ns i ty of  move m e nt i n  S i n d h  tha t  c o n t i n u e d  to  
gather  m a ss support fo r P P P  was  a n  i ssue  o f  concern  fo r 
n o t  o n ly the  reg ime b ut a lso fo r the co m ponent  pa rt i e s  of  
M RD .  M a ny a mong these were now ra is ing q u est ions .  On 
one h a nd ,  the  m e m be r  pa rt ies of  M R D  were a s k ing fo r the 
g u a ra ntees from PPP in  genera l e lect ions, as  i t  was  c lear  
that  o n  t he i r  own they cou ld not win the  pa r l i ament  sea ts, 
o n  t h e  o ther  h a nd,  few a m o ng them sta rted c ri t i c iz i ng  the  
M R D  p rogra m a nd i ts  l eadersh i p .  N D P  leader  Ab id  Zuba ri, 
in a n  i n terview sta ted t h a t  the fa i l u re of the moveme nt,  in 
o ther  pa rts of the cou ntry except S indh  was beca use it had  
o n ly h ig h l ighted the  i s sue  of  e lect ions a n d  the resto rat ion  
o f  1 973 consti t u ti o n .  Accord ing to  Zuba r i ,  masses shou ld  
be m o b i l i zed o n  the issue o f  r ights of  the  fed era t ing u n i ts .  
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In same interview he cri t ic ized the  M RD Secreta ry G e n e ra l  
Khwaja Kha i rudd in , who after t h e  m a k ing  o f  Ba ng ladesh,  
had opted fo r Pa k ista n, decia r ing  h i m  a pu ppet  of m i l it a ry 
h igh command . 

U nder  the p ressure of US  a n d  to cool  down the  a n a rchy 
fo l l owed after  the MRD ag i tati o n  of  1983,  Zia dec ided to 
ho ld  e l ecti o ns by M a rch 1985,  but  it  was  annou nced t h a t  
fi rst he wou ld  hold a nati ona l  refe rendum o n  20th  
December 1984, and  the word ing  of the  I s l a m ic 
referendum,  as i t  came to be ca l led, a sked peop le  
'whether they endorse the p rocess fo r br ing ing the  l aws of  
Pa kist an  into confo rmity with the i nju nct ions of  I s l a m as  
l a id  down i n  the Kora n and  S u n n a h . ' A posit ive vote, Z ia  
a n nounced,  would const i tute h i s  'e lect ion'  a s  P res ident  for 
next five yea rs and  ca m pa ign ing  fo r a 'No'  vote wo u ld  be a 
cr ime pun i sha ble by th ree yea rs r igo ro us i m p rison ment  
and  f i ne .  The  ba l lots  would be co u n ted by  the Army i n  
secret and  the resu l t s  cou ld  no t  be cha l lenged i n  a n y  c iv i l  
co u rt .  

The M R D  with a consensus a n n o u nced boycott of t h e  
refe re n d u m .  S i m i l a r  w a s  t h e  o p i n i o n  of  Benaz i r, who was  a 
team member of ex i les i n  Lo ndon,  pub l i sh i ng  a n  U rd u  
pe riod ica l 'Amal' . The refe re ndum  s h a tte red t h e  ta boo o f  
Z ia ' s  s up port i n  t h e  country a n d  interna t iona l  p ress 
reported the dese rted po l l i ng  s tat ions .  G reat  poet of 
resista nce H abi b  J a l i b  a l so wrote one of h is  fa mous  poems 
on  refe re nd um .  In  h i s  poem t i t led 'Referendum'  J a l i b  says, 
'Shahir main hoo ka a/am tho,,, Jinn tho ya referendum 
tha,,, qaid the deewaron main log,,, bahar shour bohot 
kum tho,,, kuch baraish se chohere the,,, our emon ka 
matum tho, marhoomeen shareek hui, ,, sachai ka chehlum 
tho,,, din unees December ka,,, be moini be hangum tha,,, 
ya waada tha hakim ka, ya akhbari column tho . '  (The city 
was dese rted, , ,  was i t  a j i n n i  or  was  i t  a refe rendu m?,, ,  
People were locked in  their  ho mes, , ,  And  there was dead ly 
s i lence outs ide, , ,  A few bea rded faces wa l ked a ro u n d  a s  
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t h e  death of  fa i th  was mou rned, , ,  t h e  dead  were a l so 
present i n  t he funera l  m a rch o f  the t ru th1 1 ,  O n  the 19th 
Decem be r  t reache ry was ' uncha i ienged, , ,  was it t he  
a d m i n istrator' s  dec i s ion?, , ,  O r  a newspa per  
p ro no u ncement? ) .  

T h e  fa i l u re o f  G e nera l Z i a  to  b ring o u t  peop le in  h is 
sup p o rt o n  the occas ion of the  refere n d u m  encouraged 
Benaz i r  to  cash-on the peop les' mood;  her  pa rty gave a ca l l  
t o  ce lebrate  5th J a n u a ry 1985 (her  father' s  b i rthday)  as  
th e  Day  o f  Democracy .  

Few days l a ter, Ge ne ra l  Z ia a n nou nced that  the e lect ions 
for Nat iona l  and P rovin ci a l  Assem bl ies  wo u ld be he ld  in  
the  end  of Februa ry b u t  the  po l i t i ca l  pa rt ies  w i l l  not  be  
a l lowed to  p a rti c i p a te i n  these  e lect ion s .  The issue of  
whether  to boycott these e lect ions o r  not, was m o re 
prob lemat ic  t h a n  the  refe re n d u m  had  been fo r both M R D  
a n d  P P P, where t h e  ra n k  a n d  fi le was fo r a boycott b u t  the  
leaders h ip, espec ia l ly  r u ra l  e l ite was see ing  a n  opport u n ity 
to knock on the doors of powe r. Genera l  Z ia 's  
a nn o u ncement  on 1 2 t h  J a n u a ry came to  the  rescue, when 
he  dec lared t ha t  the  lead ing m e m be rs of  both the M R D  
a n d  t h e  P P P  wou l d  b e  d isqua l ified t o  co ntest t h e  e leqjons .  

Centra l Counc i l  o f  M R D  m eeti ng he ld  o n  18t" and  19th 
J a n u a ry dec la red t h a t  a ny e lect ions  he ld  u n d e r  Z ia  reg ime 
wi l l  not  be a ccep t a b l e  to the  a l l i a nce.  The successful 
boyco tt of  Decem ber 1984 refe re n d u m  had left a joyous 
im pact  on M R D  l ea d e rsh ip , which a n n o u nced the boycott 
of  the coming non-pa rty genera l e lect ions .  

Over seventy a r rested leaders of P P P, on  1s1 February 1985 
through a statem e n t  re leased fro m Karach i  Centra l  J a i l ,  

· welcomed the stat e m e n t  by a centra l  pa rty lea der  G h u l a m  
M ustafa Jato i  of  reco nc i l i a t ion  a n d  ca l l ed i t  the  l ast ray o f  
h o p e  to ove rcome the  cu rre n t  po l i t i ca l  cr is i s .  

The genera l e lecti o ns on 25th February, because of the 
boycott a ppea l  by t he M R D  p roved to  be a fa i l u re in  
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po l i t i ca l  terms but  i n  the absence of t h e  po l i t i ca l  
cand ida tes, voters i ndefia nce of the boycot t  a p pea l ,  had  
so meth ing  e l se  on  the i r  m ind  a nd by  cast ing  a nega t ive  
vote they defeated the r ight wing Jamaat- i- l s l a m i  (on ly 
po l i t i ca l p a rty a l lowed to pa rt i c ipate i n  the e lect ions  w i th  
i ts  l eadersh ip )  a nd  the f i rst com m a nd  of Ge nera l Z i a .  S ix  o f  
h i s  n ine  Cab inet M i n is ters who con tested fo r t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Asse mb ly were defeated a nd on ly s i x  out  of  s ixty-o ne of  
Ja maat- i - l s l am i  cand ida tes managed to win  the i r  s.eats .  I n  
t h e  fi rst session of  the na t iona l  assemb ly, e lected on  non
party bas i s, with t he back ing of Genera l  Z ia ,  a Pa kista n 
M us l im  League was fo rmed a nd  the new Pr ime M in is ter  
Mohammed  Khan  J u neja a n nou nced perm iss ion t o  l imi ted 
po l i t i ca l  act iv i t ies  i n  the  coun try a nd  l ift ing of t he  M a rtia l 
l aw by 3 1 st Dece m ber .  

On  201h Apr i l ,  wh i le  a d d ress ing the lawyers i n  Hydera b a d ,  
P D P  ch ief Nawabzada N a s u r u l l a h  Kha n a n nou nced t h a t  h i s  
p a rty a n d  M R D  w ou ld  no t  accept the const i tut io n a l  
a m e n d ments made u n d e r  the Zia Ma rt i a l  Law. Later h e  
m e t  with loca l M R D  leaders a nd  showered t ri bute o n  t h e  
ma rtyrs of  M R D  i n  S i n d h .  

I n  i t s  meeti ng on 4th  a nd  5 t h  Apr i l  i n  Quett a,  M R D  
a p p roved the orga n iza t iona l  s tructure, accord i ng t o  wh ich  
the N at io n a l  Co unc i l  beca me the h ighest forum and  was  
a utho r ized to fo rmu la te  strategies a nd  ta ke dec is ions;  
MRD wou l d  have one Pres ident ,  fo u r  V ice Pres i den ts (one 
fro m each province) ,  one Secretary Genera l ,  fou r  Deputy 
Secreta ries (one from every province) ,  I nformat io n  
Sec reta ry a nd t rea s u rer .  

21  Apr i l , , ,  MRD once aga i n  recognized the mutua l ly agreed 
upon p rov inc i a l  a utonomy under 1973 consti t u ti o n .  Th is  
wa s a controvers i a l  issue a nd  recogn iz i ng the  need for 
more a u tonomy, it fo rmed a comm ittee which had t o  
subm it i ts  re port wi th in  two months rega rd ing  mo re 
a utonomy a n d  const i tu t iona l  guara n tees. The com mittee 
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comprised one m e m be r  from each com ponent  pa rty. M a ny 
M R D  leaders agreed t h a t  the  Cente r s h o u l d  ho ld  on ly  
Fore ign Affa i rs, Defense,  F i na nce and I nfo rmat ion  and 
Co m m un ica t ion .  I n  rece nt ly  he ld  centra l  M R D  meet ing, 
B izenjo,  Ja to i  a nd Wa l i  had  s u p po rted au tonomy in the 
l ight  of  1940 and 1949 reso l utions  whi le  N awabzada 
Nasa ru l l ah ,  M a l i k  Qas i m  a n d  Asg h a r  Khan had  o p posed i t .  

M R D  convener  and PNP ch ief M i r Ghous B a k h s h  B i zenjo 
sa id  o n  23 'dApr i l  that the M RD had no p l a n s  t o  i n i t i a te a ny 
new ca m pa ign fo r the  resto ra t ion  o f  democracy a n d the 
peop le shou ld  cont inue  t he struggle for the i r  va l id  r ights .  
He  was b riefing j o u rn a l ists a fter  a fo u r-day l ong M R D  
meet ing.  H e  to ld  t h a t  n o  major  dec is ions  were taken  i n  the  
meet ing a n d co m m ittees sha l l  be fo rmed to  fo rmu la te 
re ports  wi th in  two m onths .  Meet ing passed reso l ut ions  
rega rding restoratio n  of 19 7 3  consti tuti o n ,  p rov inc ia l  
a u tono my, Kara ch i  r iots  a nd i nc idents  a t  Wah  O rd i na n ce 
Factory. 

24 Apr i l , , , ,  M R D  convener  a n d  P N P  ch ief B i zenjo,  wh i le 
add ressing the meet  the p ress a t  Ka rac h i  P ress C l u b  
cr i t ic ized t he fo reign a n d  d efe nse po l ic ies  o f  the 
gove rnment .  To stop i n fl ux  of  other  peop le  i n  S indh ,  he 
p ro posed ind ustr ia l  deve lopm e nt  i n  other reg ions  of  the 
cou ntry .  He  restra ined from a n y  d i rect co m me n t  o n  the  
sett l ement  of  300 thousand  B i h a ris  i n  Ba loch ista n .  

P P P  Centra l  Co m m ittee a p p roved t h e  rece nt  M R D  
dec is ions .  Pa rty Secreta ry Genera l  T ikka K h a n  c h a i red t he 
two-day meet ing he ld  in  La hore .  The Sindhi, Ba/och, 
Pashtoon Fron t, recent ly fo rmed i n  Lo ndon ,  a l so came 
under  d i scuss ion a nd was defe r red due  to d iffe rences  
wi th in  the Com m ittee.  D u ring the meet ing  a ·  gro u p  of  
workers ra ised s loga ns  a nd d e m a nded pa rty e lect ions  a n d 
leaders h i p  fo r the  workers who had  made  extreme 
sa crif ices d u r ing last  8 years .  Through a reso l uti o n, p a rty 
a n nou nced t h a t  it d id  not  recogn i ze the Februa ry e lect ions  
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and  rejected const i t u t iona l a mendme nts made by Z ia  i n  
t h e  month  of  M a rch . Pa rty reaffi rmed that  M R D  wi l l  
cont i n ue i ts  struggle fo r the resto rat io n of democracy a n d  
pa rty's socia l i s t  progra m .  

2 5  Apr i l , , , , ,  N O P  Pres ident  Wa l i  Kha n  condemned US  
a m bassador  o n  h i s  c r i t i c i sm of M RD.  He was address ing 
the  lawyers i n  Quett a  a n d  sa id tha t  t he  1973 consti t u ti o n  
had  van ished on  the  d a y  when M a rt i a l  Law h a d  been 
im posed.  

26  Apr i l  MRD Conven e r  B izenjo a lso cr i ti cized U S  
a m bassador  o n  h i s  rem a rks a bout  M R D  a n d  a s ked Sindhi 
Baloch Pash toon Fron t l eaders h i p  to present the i r  p rogra m 
to the  peop le  by re t u rn i ng  to  the count ry. 

26 Apr i l  M R D  a n d  P D P  leader  N a wabzada  Nasu ru l l ah  Khan  
sa i d  that  M R D  wi l l  con t i nue  i t s  po l icy of  wa i t  and  see  a n d  
w i l l  cont i n ue i t s  st ruggle t i l l  t h e  accepta nce of  i t s  
dema nds .  

28  Apr i l ,  J a toi  t a l k ing  to jou rna l i sts i n  Bh i rya, a n no un ced 
tha t  PPP had fu l l  conf idence in  Benaz i r's leadersh i p  a nd 
tha t  he was not after  power .  He a l so sa id  that  t he re was 
no q uest ion of ta l ks with cu rrent gove rnment  and i f  tha t  
d i d  happen  it  wi l l  be  done  under  a wr itten agenda . 

30  Apr i l ,  efforts be ing done to m a ke J a to i  a permanent  
c h ief  of  M RD, on  the  other  hand  the  PPP  had ser ious  
reservat ions  o n  th i s  move as  most  of  i t s  cadre cons idered 
that  J a to i  had a soft corn e r  fo r the  M a rt i a l  Law reg ime .  

2 M a y, demand  fo r l i ft i ng the  Ma rti a l  L aw echoed i n  non 
pa rty Nat iona l  Asse m b ly, a s  D i lmurad  Khan J a m a l i , a 
m e m b e r  fro m Nawabs h a h  S i ndh ,  dema nded a n  ea rly exit  
o f  m i l i ta ry ru le .  

4 M ay, MRD Conve ner  a n d  T l  ch ief  Asg h a r  Khan  add ress ing 
pa rty workers i n  Sa h iwa l sa id that a fter  the consu l tat ion  
with MRD leaders, a ta x-boycott ca mpa ign s h a l l  be 
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l au nched for the restorat ion  o f  funda menta l r ights .  He 
cr i t ic ized the ban on  po l i t i c i ans  to  v is i t  d i fferent  provinces.  

The Po l i t i ca l  P r i soners Release Co m m ittee Convener  M i r . 
Mohammed K h a n  Ba loch  d i sc losed on  5th M ay t h a t  a t  the 
ti me, 729  p o l i ti ca l pr i soners be long ing to d iffe re n t  pa rties  
were l angu i sh ing i n  d i ffe rent p r i sons  of the co u n t ry. G iv ing 
deta i ls ,  he i nfo rmed that  2 8  of  them were i n  Centra l  a n d  
L a n d h i  J a i l s  o f  Ka ra c h i , 1 8  i n  Hydera bad Centra l  J a i l ,  8 i n  
K h a i r p u r  Ja i l ,  t wo  i n  Quetta Dist r ict Ja i l ,  one  i n  La rkana ,  
360 i n  H a r i p u r  Centra l  Ja i l ,  160 i n  M i a nwa l i  Cen tra l Ja i l ,  50 
i n  Kot  Lakhpat  � a i l  L a hore, 22 i n  M u l tan ,  22 i n  B a h a wa lp u r, 
2 0  i n  Rawa l p i nd i, t h ree i n  J h e l um,  two i n  G uj ra n w a l a  a n d  
2 8  i n  Peshawar Centra l J a i l .  I m porta nt am o ng t h e m  were 
Rasool  Bakhsh  P a l ijo,  M a khdoom Kha l i que  Za man ,  J a m  
Saq i, M a i raj M o h a m med K h a n ,  J a m a l  Na qvi ,  F a z i l  Ra h u , 
Lat if  Afr id i ,  Aya z  S a m o  a nd ot he rs .  

91hM ay, M R D  Conve n e r  and  Tl ch ief  Asg h a r  Khan  dec la  ·ed 
tha t  the  on ly  so lu t ion  to the  cu rrent cr i s i s  was the 
fo rmat ion  of  a na t iona l  gove rnment ,  which shou ld  fo rm a 
const i tutj on a l  a nd democra ti c  government  w i th in  120  
days .  

1 3 th M ay, acco rd i ng to Tl  Secretary Genera l  Asif  Wardak  
m o re p a rt ies  had a p p l ied  fo r M R D  mem bersh i p .  

18th M ay, M a l ik Qa s i m ,  the  Convener  of  M R D co m m ittee 
on p rovi nc i a l  a utonomy i n  a p ress confe rence i n  Lahore 
sa id  t h a t  co mmittee w i th  a consensus  had  reco m mended 
enha nc i ng of prov inc i a l  a utonomy, e n h a ncement  of  
powers to  Senate and usefu l ness of Cou11c i l  for  Com m on 
I nterests, gua ra ntees of  au tonomy, no i nterfe rence of the 
Center  in  provi nc ia l a ffa i rs, rep resenta t ion  i n  a rmed fo rces 
a cco rd i ng to popu l a t ion  of fede ra t i ng u n i ts .  

PPP a nd M RD wom e n  wing S i n d h  Genera l  Secreta ry Begum 
N .  D .  K h a n, a d d ress ing a woman  meet ing i n  S h a h d a d p u r  
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sa id  t h a t  Z ia was not s i n ce re about l i ft i ng  the M a rt i a l  La w.  
She sa id  that  wo men had  p layed a major  ro le  i n  struggle 
aga i n st m i l i t a ry ru le .  PPP S indh wome n wing P res i dent  
Ru qaya Soomro a nd others a lso add ressed t he meet ing .  

Asg h a r  Khan  to ld  jou rna l i sts i n  Attack that  he was  not  i n  
favo r o f  t ak i ng M us l im  League Paga ro group  a n d  J amaat - i 
l s la m i  i nto M RD.  

l51J u n e, the Punjab  Assembly  i n  i ts  u n a n imous  reso l u t i on  
dema nded i m med ia te l i ft i ng o f  Ma rt i a l  L aw fro m the  
count ry .  Reso lu t ion  was  m oved by  the Prov inc ia l Law 
M i n iste r Chaudhry G ha foor  a nd other  members .  

51hJ u n e, detent ion of Awa m i  Tahreek P res ident  Faz i l  R a h u  
w a s  extended fo r a n other  th ree months;  he wasrece n t ly 
sh ifted fro m C iv i l  Hosp i ta l  Kara c h i  to Sukkur  Ce nt ra l  J a i l .  

gth J u ne,  Ten S i ndh  Asse mb ly  members dema nded re lease 
of Rasool  Bakhsh  Pa l ijo, who was i n  custody s i n ce 1979 .  

1 51hJ u n e, Senator  Javed Ja bba r sa id  tha t  keep i n g  few 
people in cont i nuous  detent ion beca use of d i ffe re nces of 
op i n ion  w i th  t he gove rnment  was not decen t  way to  
govern .  He dema nde d  that  to  commemora te the  youth  
yea r  1985 ,  t he  sentences o f  young pr isoners  shou ld  be  
shortened . 

161h J u ne The S i n d h  Ch ief M i n i ster  ordered i m m e d i a te 
re lease of M a i raj Moha m med Khan  on the occa s ion  of E i d .  

P P P  S i n d h  I nfo rmati o n  Secreta ry M u sa rat Khwaja o n  2 81h  
J u n e c la i m ed that  the num b e r  of po l i t ica l  pr i soners i n  t h e  
count ry w a s  ove r 700.  

2 9  June, G h u la m  Musta fa J a to i  cri ti c i zed the  p rovi n c i a l  
m i n iste r Ahad Yusuf's statement  t h a t  not h i n g  h a d  
h a p pened t o  v i l l age L a k h a t  of Nawabshah d istr ict d u ri ng 
M R D  movement .  Jato i  sa id  tha t  th�  whole v i l l age had been  
burnt  down . 
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On M a rt i a l  Law a n n iversary on  5th  J u ly, PPP  workers he ld  a 
protest i n  fro n t  of Pak ista n E m ba ssy London  a nd ra ised 
s loga ns aga i nst M a rt i a l  Law. On  the occas ion Benaz i r  
Bhutto i n  a state m e nt, broadcast by  BBC sa id  t h a t  beca use 
of M a rt i a l  Law the  u n ity and secu rity of co u n t ry was a t  
stake.  She ment ioned  t h e  hang ing of  Aya z  S a m o  and  other  
at rocit ies wi th  the  po l i t i ca l  workers .  

Benaz i r  Bh utto,  the  act ing Cha i rperson  of PPP a n n o u n ced 
o n  81h J u ly, tha t  m e m bers of  her  p a rty who took  p a rt i n  the  
referen d u m  a nd e lect ions  cond ucted by  G e nera l  Z i a  wi l l  
never  b e  accepted back i n to t h e  p a rty. 

1 31hJ u ly, Asgha r r<ha n said in M o ro that  peop le  of  S i n d h  
were patr iot ic  a n d the i r  sacrif ices fo r democracy wi l l  be 
wr i tten in  go lden  letters;  wh i le,  B i zenjo hoped that  M R D  
p a rt ies  wi l l  jo i n t ly t a ke pa rt i n  e lect ion  a n d  w i l l  fo rm a 
jo i n t  government  to i m p le m e nt  its p rogra m .  

141hJ u ly, PPP  S i n d h  Sen ior  V ice Pres ident  Ma khdoom 
K h a l i q ue Za m a n  a fter  pay ing  h i s  condo lences  fo r m a rtyrs 
a t  v i l l age Pu nhoon  Kha n  Cha n d io a n nou nced t h a t  
m o n u me nts wi l l  be e rect ed i n  the  m e m o ry of  t h e  m a rtyrs. 

1 61"J u ly, Asgha r K h a n  a fter  pay ing h is  condo le nces fo r the  
m a rtyrs of  v i l lage P u n h oon Kha n  Cha nd io  to ld  jou rna l ists  
that o n ly the  c iv i l ia n  governmen t  a nd not  the M a rt i a l  Law 
reg ime  ca n ove rco m e  the fee l i n i.; of  dep r iva t i o n  a nd o the r  
nat ion a l  i ssues .  He  a tt r ibuted t o  the m a rtyrs of  democracy. 

171hJ u ly, a d d ress ing a p u b l ic gather ing i n  K a n d i a ro ,  PPP  
S i ndh  Vice Pres i d e n t  M a k hdoom Kha l i que  sa id  that  they 
wanted a co m p lete p rov i nc ia l a u tonomy and sa c rif ices i n  
M R D m ovement  w i l l  not  go waste.  H e  s u p p o rted the 
recogn i t ion  of  Afg h a n  govern me nt  under B a b ra k  Ka rm a ! .  

M R D  leader  S h a k i l  Pa than  on  2 7th J u ly rejected Fed era l  
I nter ior  M i n is ter's statement  that  there we re on ly  five 
po l it i c a l  p rison e rs in the count ry.  In his statement  Patha n 
sa id  t h a t  a t  t he m o m e n t, Karach i  Cent ra l  J a i l  3 3 ,  

• 
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Hydera bad Centra l  a n d  N a ra J a i l s  26, Kha i rpur  Centra l  J a i l  
37 ,  Nawabshah 10 ,  w h i l e  the  Landh i  a n d  Larkan a  Ja i l s  had  
one po l i t ica l  p risoner  each .  

To t a ke adva ntage of  the s i tuat ion, Benaz i r  B hutto  dec ided 
to  end her ex i le  and retu rn to Pak ista n.  O n  the other  h a n d ,  
M R D  leaders h ip  a lso wa nted to c h e c k  t h e  parameters of  
the space  p rovided by  the new government  a nd convened 
its meeti ng o n  2 1st  October in  Karach i .  Bu tmany of  i ts  
leaders were e i ther expe l led or  barred from enter ing the  
c i ty. On  t h e  eve of  the  meet ing, severa l  MRO leaders  a n d  
workers were a rrested .  

I n  i ts  . meeting on  2 1 st  Fe bruary 1986, M R D  M u l ta n,  
t h rough reso luti ons  d e m anded t ha t :  1 .  Asif Butt ,  
M o h a m med Na e e m  Qureshi ,  F a rha t  R a na Advoca te, 
Mo ha m med You n is Khokhar  and Laiq Ahmed were kept  
shack led  i n  so l i ta ry confinement in  Sah iwal  Centra l  J a i l .  
They shou ld  be re leased .  2 .  Jawed I q ba l  a nd She ikh  Abdu l  
Qayum in  Sah iwa l Centra l  J a i l  were suffer ing from tooth  
infect ion,  shou ld  be p rovided p roper  medica l  t reatment,  3 .  
Gh u l am Rasool, B a ba M o h a m med Shareef a n d  M un i r  
Ahmed, who were i n  Sah iwal  Centra l J a i l , shou ld  be 
re leased.  

M R D  P u njab  Convener Rao Su leman, a d d ressing a p ress 
conference o n  27th  Fe bruary, d isc losed that  As if  B utt 
Advocate, Rana  Farhat, Naeem Qureshi ,  R a n a  La iq  a n d  
M o h a m med Youn is, the po l it i ca l  pr isoners i n  the  Sah iwal 
Centra l J a i l  were be ing kept  i n  so l i tary confinement  i n  
death cel ls, a s  a l l o f  them were o n h u nger  str ike s ince l a s t  
four  d ays. 

Benaz i r  Bhutt o ret u rned Pa kist a n  on  10th Apri l  1986 a n d  
w a s  given h uge welcome recept ions, wherever s h e  he ld  
her p ub l i c  meet ings .  

On the  ca l l  of M RD, P risoners for Democra cy Day wa s 
commemora ted on  23 •d Apr i l .  I n  th i s  con nect ion  po l i t i ca l  
workers and l awyers o f  Larkana he ld  a p u bl i c  meet ing, 
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add ressed b y  d iffe rent leaders .  After  t h e  meet i ng a ra l l y  
was  brought  ou t  wh ich  passed t h rough  d i ffe re nt  roads  of  
the c ity. 

After  the a n nou ncementof the 5th J u ly, the day when 
Genera l  Z i a  im posed M a rt ia l Law, a s  B lack Day  by the PPP,  
the M us l i m  League of Pr ime M i n iste r J u nejo, a nn o un ced a 
p ub l i c  meeti ng  o n  14th August i n  Lahore .  I n  response, the 
· P P  a lso a nn o u nced a p u b l ic  meet ing at  the  same p lace 
a nd o n  the same day.  The o p pos i t ion  a l l i a nce M RD a lso 
dec lared i ts  s u pport and p a rt i c ipat ion  in the P PP p u b l i c  
meet ing .  After  B e n a z i r  B hutto's retu rn to the  count ry, t h e  
M R D  leadersh ip  was informa l ly d iscuss ing  the l a u nc h  of  
the second p ha se of  the i r  move m ent  aga i nst the reg i m e .  

On  1st August,  a ra l ly was brought  out  i n  I s l a m Kot  of  T h a r  
desert, which ra ised s logans aga i n st Z ia  reg ime a nd its 
local  i nfl uent i a l  supporters.  In reta l ia t ion ,  po l ice a rrested 
overa l l  52 po l i ti c a l  a cti vists from the d ifferent parts of 
Thar. 

I n  i ts  Ce ntra l Acti on  Com m itt ee m eeti ng he ld  on  3'd 
Augu st, M R D  a g reed o n  cond i t ion a l  t a l ks  with  the 
government  if  i t  wi l l  ho ld  the genera l  e lecti o n s  u nder  1973 
co nsti tuti o n  by 2 01h September .  Dec is ion o n  th i s  was 
•ma n imous,  except T l , . which p leaded that i t  had to get 
a p p rova l fro m i ts  Cent ra l Execut ive C o m m ittee.  M RD a l so 
dec ided to ce lebrate 14th August a s  I ndependence Day 
with p ub l i c  meet i ngs i n  Lahore and Karach i  that  would be 
add ressed by centra l  l eaders .  A h ig h  powe r committee, 
com pr is ing of  c h iefs of com ponent  p a rt ies  was a l so formed 
to meet o n  1 01h August i n  Karach i  to fi n a l ize the  pub l i c  
meet i ngs p rogra m i n  d i ffe re nt  c i t ies .  

On gth August, P D P  ch ief  N a s a ru l l a h  Khan ,  rejected 
government  p ro posa l  to hold p ub l ic m eeti ng on 1 3th . o r  
1 51h a nd a n no u nced that  a t  a ny cost the meet i ng wou ld  be 
held at  Moch i  G a te Lahore, on 1 4th August .  PPP Bad in  a lso 
decided to h o ld  a pu b l i c  meeti ng on 1 4th August.  
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On 1 11h August,  PM Mohammed Khan  J u nejo announced 
that o n  14th August government  wi l l  not  ho ld a ny pub l i c  
meet ing o r  ra l ly a nywhe re i n  the  count ry.  He appea led to  
MRD to cance l  i ts proposed meet ings, wh ich  oppos i t ion  
a l l i a nce rejecte d .  PPP, the l a rgest p a rty of  the  a l l i a nce wa s 
re l ucta nt to jo in  the p rotest meet i ngs, butfo r the sake of  
cont inuat ion  of the u n i ted front aga ins t  the reg ime, i t  a lso 
agreed to the p l a n .  

After  a two�day meet ing  o f  chi efs o f  component pa rt i e s  i n  
Karach i ,  M R D  Secretary Genera l M a l i k  Qasim a n nou nced 
that  the move m e n t  wa s ready with a p l a n  of act io n if the 
government  d i d  not a n nounce the e lections  by 20th 

Septe mber .  H e  said that if a ny M R D  leader  was a rrested, 
they wi l l  s ta rt movement  fro m 18th August.  The meet i ng 
dec ided t h a t  Benaz i r  sha l l  address the Lahore meet ing 
whi le  B izenjo a n d  Asgha r Khan wi l l  a d d ress the Ka rach i  a n d  
Kotr i  meet ings.  

On  10th August,  meeti ng of the ch iefs of the n i n e  
com ponents p a rties  w a s  convened a t  70 C l i ft o n Ka rachi ,  
the residence of the Bh utto .  Mau lana  Fa za l Rehman  of J U I  
attended the meet ing wear ing the white c loth o f  Hajj . The 
regime had ba rred h im a t  the a i rport fro m ma k ing  the 
p i lgr image i n  M ecca . 

The meet ing dec ided to hold jo in t  p rotest m eet ings i n  
Ka rach i  a nd Lahore on 14 th  August to persuade Genera l 
Z ia ,  who had  left the country on  7th  August, to a n n o u nce 
the e lecti ons date by 20th September .  I n  the meeti ng the  
MRD u n a n i m o usly ado pted tha t  concrete  steps be  taken to  
i m p le m e n t  the Dec larat ion  of  the Fed erat ion  U n its, on  the  
p ro posa l i n i t ia ted by  B i zenjo of PNP .  

On  13th  Augu st, Benaz i r  B h u tt o  a d d ressed a pub l i c  
meet ing i n  Fa isa l abad  a nd ret urned back  to Karach i the 
same even ing .  Late i n  the  eve n i ng, r iots e ru pted i n  Lya r i, 
the o ldest sett l ement  of Karach i  and a strong power base 
fo r PPP a s  Al l  I nd i a  Rad io  b roadcast t h e  news of Benaz i r's 
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a rrest .  I n  l a st twenty-fo u r  .hours before the M R  D's p l an ned 
protest,  a l most  one thousa n d  leaders and workers, except 
Bena z i r  a n d  fvi i r  G hous Bakhsh B i zenjo,  of the component  
pa rt ies  were  a rrested .  

I n  t he l igh t  of past  experiences of  confront ing the  regi me 
and  espec i a l ly a fter  the news of  A I R ,  Benaz i r  was prepared 
fo r a nother  dete nt ion/ a rrest and gave m a ny media  
in terviews to t he nat io n a l  and i nternat iona l  p ress .  

Arrests we re reported fro m Rawa l p i nd i, Lahore, Sah iwa l ,  
Bah awa l p u r, O k a ra a n d Rah imya r kha n i n  P u nj a b, Ka ra ch i ,  
Dadu ,  Larka na ,  Sanghar, N a wabsha h, Kha i rpu r, Bad in  
Suk k u r  a nd Thatta d i st r icts i n  S i n d h .  MRD  in  i t s  meet ing 
cha i red by B i zenjo in  Ka rach i  dec ided to violate the ban  o n  
ho ld ing meet ing a t  Lya r i .  The gove rnment  i m posed sect ion 
144 a t  many p l aces i n  S indh und e r  which gather ing of 
people a n d ho ld ing  po l i t i ca l  ra l l ies were ba n ned .  

The next  day p rotest meet ing  was p l an ned i n  Lya ri ;  so  
s ince e a r ly morn ing  po l i t i ca l  worke rs sta rted gathering  
outs ide Benaz ir 's  res ide nce in  t he posh a rea of  C l i fton .  At 9 
in  t he morn ing  of  14th Augu st, the po l ice got the ord e rs to 
a rrest Benaz i r  but were re l u cta nt  to do  so, as  i t  cou ld  lead 
to a confro ntat ion  between po l i t i ca l  wo rkers and the 
po l ice i n  the  C l ifton a rea,  which a lso hosted m a ny fo reign 
d i p lomats .  

I nstea d  of  p l a n ned ti me of  2 i n  the  noon ,  Benaz i r  sta rted 
her ra l ly by her jeep one hour  ea r l ier .  As the s loga n 
chant ing  crowd reached fi rst ro un d-a bout  fro m her  house, 
the  po l ice f ired the  fi rst tear gas  she l lof i ts  total  of  3 ,000 
fi red on t h a t  day .  The po l i t ica l  workers were prepa red fo r 
the s i tua t ion, so putt ing  sa l t  on  the i r  tongues a n d  cove r ing 
the fa ces with  wet towels ,  they confronted the  pol ice to 
move fo rwa rd . In the m i dst of the pol ice attack ,  the 
vehic les of proteste rs sp l i t i nto two and rushed to the 
meet ing po ints .  N e a r  to Lya ri, a tear gas she l l  d i rect ly h i t  
Benaz i r' s  jeep  and one of  i ts  t i res  went f la t .  The crowd 
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pushed up the one s ide of the jeep  as the  d river cha nged 
the  t i re .  As t h is co nvoy reached the Cha k iwa ra Chowk, 
lya ri, a c rowd of  over ten  t ti •wsa nds, m ost ly members a n d  
sym path i zers of  P P P  and  P N P, h a d  gathered .  From the 
pub l i c  a d d ress system inbu i l t  wit h i n  the jeep,  Benaz i r  
uttered few words i n  U rdu,  saying t h a t  on  th i s  day of  the  
I ndependence,  the peo p le  of Pa k istan had  g iven the i r  
verd i ct that  Z i a  m ust go .  As  the  po l ice neared to  a rrest 
Benaz i r, a fresh fight  e rupted i n  the na rrow la nes of the  
working c l a ss  sett l ement  of  Lya ri . The  peop le  removed the 
barr icades  e rected by the po l ice a nd the b lack s m o ke of  
burn ing t i res  a nd p i l e s  of  f i tte r dom i n a ted the  skyl ine  o f  
the a re a .  To d odge the po l ice, Benaz i r  go t  off from her  
jeep  and  q u ick ly rode in  a p rivate motor  car, t h i n k ing  i t  a 
tax i  but  l a ter  the d river happened to be a Z ia 's  opponent  . 

. O n  return back  to home,  she was i nterce pted at a coup le  
of po ints  but  the d rive r a ccelerated the  motor ca r through 
th ese checks .  On  a rrival a t  her  home, she addressed the 
p ress, du r ing which she was ta ke n i nt o  custody with  t h i rty
day detent ion  o rder .  She was first moved to a loca l po l ice 
st at ion  in a b ig  co nvoy of vehic les of  the po l ice  a n d  
po l i t i ca l  workers .  Later, protesters s e t  on  f ire t h e  Waz i r  
Ma ns ion C i rcu l a r  Ra i lway Stat ion  in  Karach i .  One  
government  bus was a lso se t  on  fire i n  M a l i r . 

On  the  same day, a t  the ra l ly i n  L a hore, s ix  peop le  were 
k i l led i n  po l ice fi r ing  and  a t  least  30other  wounded .  Po l ice 
opened fire on a crowd gathered in fro n t  of the  Lahor i  
Gate po l ice stat io n .  Po l i ce a lso baton charged people in  
t h e  sur ro und i n g  a rea of Moch i  Gate . H owever the death  
to l l  i n  S i ndh  was much h igher, where  s ix teen  peop le  were 
k i l led a n d  h u n d reds  we re . i n jured in the po l i ce fi r ing  i n  
d i ffe rent parts  of  the p rovince.  

I n  Thatta,  a ra l l y  was brought out  which was jo i ned by t he 
ra l l ies from J ungshah i, Ch i lya, Soonda ,  Cha toc hand  a nd 
other  p laces .  Po l ice f ired tear  gas  she l ls ;  p ro teste rs 
b locked N a ti o n a l  H ighway from 1 1a m .  I n  the eve n ing 
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p rotest e rs a ttacked Tha tta P o l ice Stat ion and  fo rcefu l ly  
re leased 2 8  po l itica l p ri soners, who were a rrested i n  p re
dawn ra ids .  Po l ice resorted to  t e a r  gas she l l i ng a nd aer i a l  
f i r ing .  They  a ttacked Thatta Sub  Ja i l  a nd set  free a few 
p riso ners, sna tched 3 r ifl es, one  g un  a nd 550  ca rtages .  
Later, p rotesters b u rnt  down the  off ic i a l  records of  
M agistra te, Exc ise,  Sub  Reg is t rar, Ba rrage, and C IA  Po l ice 
offices .  D u ri ng the day long c l a shes, they d a maged few 
gove rnment  buses .  I n  M i r p u r  Ba thoro a nd S ujawa l ,  c l ashes  
e rup ted  between p rotesters and po l ice, who f i red tear  gas  
she l l s ,  i n  ret a l ia t ion  of  sto ne t h rowing by p rotesters . I n  
G ho r h a ba rh i ,  p rotesters re leased fou r  po l it i ca l  p riso n e rs 
by brea k ing i n to the S u b  J a i l .  I n  M ir p u r  S a k ro, ra l ly 
a t tacked SHO's  house a nd re leased po l i t i ca l  workers he ld  
there .  Po l ice check post P i r  Pa tho  w a s  bu rnt  down ,  po l ice 
o pened fi re i n  reta l i a t ion  a nd in ret u rn was f ired upon by 
p rotesters .  One p rotester a n d  one po l ice offi c i a l  were 
inj u red .  Po l ice a rrested 50 p ro testers.  I n  G h a ro,  m i l ita ry
owned f ive N LC t a n ke rs were da maged afte r  b lock ing the 
N a t i o n a l  H ighway. 

In Ba d i n , a ra l ly was brought out a nd p roteste rs t h rew 
stones o n  the po l ice a n d b u rn t  old t i res .  Po l ice reso rted to 
tear gas  she l l ing a nd a e ri a l  fi r i ng;  c l ashes  cont i nu ed fo r 
fo u r  hours d u r ing which the  M ag ist rate Office, Post Office, 
P IA Book ing Office and commerc i a l  banks  were da maged . 
P rotesters attacked ra i lway stat ion  a nd b u rnt down its 
reco rd .  One offic ia l jeep was a lso set  on  f i re .  Po l ice 
a rrested p rotesters in a big n u m ber .  PPP women wing a l so 
brought  out  a sep a rate ra l ly .  I n  B h a n  Saeedabad ,  a 
pea cefu l ra l ly was b rought  o u t  a m i dst tota l  s t r i ke .  Few 
a rrests were made wh i le .  Sehwan shut down on the news 
o f  Bena z i r  Bh utto's a r rest .  A p ro test  ra l ly was brought out ,  
po l ice made  a few a rrests.  I n  Sanghar  d ist r ict ,  wo m e n  
b ro ught  out  ra l l ies  i n  M a q soodo R i n d ,  Kh i p ro, Sa rha ri a n d  
S h a h p u rchaka r .  Po l ice m a de a few a rrests .  I n  Shahda d p u r, 
po l ice a rrested 28  persons i n c l u d i ng p ress photogra phers .  
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In Tando Ad am,  po l ice f ired tear  gasa nd baton charged t h e  
pub l ic  meeti ng a nd inju red 1 1  persons .  A S i t - in  w a s  
orga n ized b y  the protesters in  fro nt  of  t h e  po l ice stat ion .  
I n  Sa rha ri ,  po l ice a rrested s i x  perso n s .  Overa l l  100 workers  
a rrested i n  Sanghar  d istr ict .  I n  Sakrand ,  a pub l ic  meet ing 
of thousands  was he l d .  I n  Go l a rch i, 30 workers  were 
a rrested, w h i le proteste rs at tacked Town Comm ittee 
Office a nd a commerc ia l  b a n k .  In  Dadu, protesters 
attacked ra i lway stat ion a nd d a maged its i nst a l la t ions .  
I ndus  H ighway was  b locked by  the p rotesters, who were 
baton c h a rged by the pol ice and a few a rrests were m a d e  
l a ter  o n .  P P P  women wing brought  o u t  a ra l ly .  I n  
Hydera bad,  one o i l  tanker  and  one  gove rnment bus  was  
set o n  f ire.  I n  Sukkur, a ra l ly was b rought out ,  wh ich w a s  
d ispersed by po l ice us ing tea r gas  she l l i ng .  Po l ice a rrested 
200 workers i n  Rohri and G hotk i .  In Ta ndo Ada m, a ra l l y  
w a s  d ispersed with tear  gas s h e l l i n g  a n d  po l ice a rrested 1 8  
workers.  I n  Larkana,  po l ice d ispe rsed ra l l ies with t e a r  gas  
she l l ing .  I n  Thar i  M i rwa h, a ra l ly co m p ris ing o f  came l  a nd 
ox ca rts and  a u to mob i les was b rought  out .  Po l ice a rrested 
13  workers.  

In Ba loch istan ,  overa l l  32 leaders and workers were 
a rrested .  

MRD workers let loose  sta rry - don keys a fter  past ing na mes  
of  loca l Z ia -supporte rs, ga th�'red to com m e m o ra te  
th eoffic ia l  i n depende nce dayprogra m ,  wh i ch  res u l ted i n  
c lashes between p rotesters a n d  po l ice, who  reso rted 
baton c h a rge and aer ia l fir i ng .  The a rrested workers, a ft e r  
kee p ing in  M ith i  Sub  J a i l  fo r t h ree days, were sh ifted t o  
M i rp u rkhas  D istr ict  J a i l ,  further  t w o  days later; they were 
sh ifted to Hydera bad Ce ntra l  J a i l , where fo u r  workers were 
deta ined fo r one month ,  whi le o thers were re leased a ft e r  
twenty days .  

Add re ssing the p u bl ic  meet ing of  M R D in La hore, centra l 
leader Nawabzada  Nasuru l l ah  Kha n  sa id tha t  the bas ic  
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issue was t h e  un ity of t h e  count ry a n d  the  best  way-out 
was to hold genera l e lec t ion  a n d  transfe r power to the  
e lected re presentat ives . The  m eet ing was c h a i red  by 
p rov inc i a l  M R D  Convener  Chaud h ry Ashraf  a n d  was 
add ressed by M a l i k  M o h a m m ed Qa s im,  J a h a ng i r  Ba d a r, 
Syed Qaswa r G a rdez i, M a i raj Moha m m ed k h a n ,  S a rd a r  
Sho u kat  A l i ,  Fatehyab A l i  K h a n  a n d others .  

Ka ra c h i  Centra l  Ja i l  was  ove rfl owing with  the  la rge n u m b e r  
of  a rrested po l i t i ca l  workers  s o  Benaz i r  Bhu tto w a s  sh i fted 
to  La n d h i  Br isto l  J a i l , a pr i son  fo r juve n i les on  the outs k i rts 
of  K a ra c h i .  Like the 1983 movement ,  S i n d h  o nce aga i n  
p rotested wi th  fu l l  fo rce, w h e re p roteste rs b u rnt  po l ice 
stat ions,  government  offices  and ra i lway stat ions .  In  Lya r i ,  
the pro-democra cy p roteste rs batt led the  gu ns,  tear gas 
and a rrests by the  po l ice fo r a week .  With in  fi rst coup le of 
days o f  p rotest, t h e  Army jo ined  the po l ice i n  S i n d h  a nd 
k i l l ed  m o re t h a n  t h i rty d e m onstra tors .  

1 61h August, i n  d ifferent  a reas  of  Ka ra c h i  p rote ste rs 
b loc ked t raffic, set o n  f i re o ld  t i res  w i th  t h e  po l ice 
resort ing to tear gas s h e l l i ng .  In Baghdad i  Lya r i ,  p roteste rs 
o pened  f ireon po l i ce  a nd i nj u red  fo u r  po l i ce o ffi c i a l s .  
P rotesters b locked Ta nd o  Ada m -Ta ndo A l l a hya r roa d  by  
cut t ing t rees, they a lso d a maged a gove rnment  veh i c le .  I n  
S h a h p u r  J a h a n iya n ,  two  buses  were se t  on  f ire a nd b a n ks 
d a maged . I n  J a m s horo, one  government  bus  was set o n  
f i re . I n  Sanghar, workers' ra l ly was f ired u p o n  b y  the  
o p p o n ents ,  i nju ri ng a few of t h e m  a fter  t h ey had  observed 
p rayers fo r ma rtyrs; the f i r i ng i n c identantagno ized workers 
who  set  o n  fire two gove rnment  buses a n d  co m me rc i a l  
ban ks .  R a i lway S ta t ion  S h a h p u rcha ka r  was  se t  o n  fire . I n  
P i ro n m a l ,  two  journa l i s ts were a rrested, in  Sa krand ,  a 
gove rnment  b u s  was d a m aged,  1 2  perso ns  were i nj u red  i n  
c l a shes  w i th  po l ice;  l a te r  t h e  p ro teste rs set o n  f ire two 
gove rnme nt  buses.  Pol ice made a few a rrests. Qazi  Ahmed  
a nd H a la obse rved com p lete  s t r i ke ,  the  Na t iona l  H ighway 
b lo cked  at d i ffe re nt  p l aces .  
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I n  conseq uence to the previous day's i nc idents, Bad in  was 
ha nded over to  the Army.  F ive workers were a rrested in  
Bha n Saeedabad;  when the po l ice t ried to stop a ra l ly ,  
p rotesters t h rew stones and set o n  f i re the Post Office; t he 
town was shut  down fo r two hours and  po l ice a rrested 
e ight  worke rs. P rotesters set on f i re Bhaghan pol ice check  
pos t .  I n  D h a n d h a ri v i l lage po l ice a rrested 41  p rotesters .  I n  
Kha i rpur, po l ice a r rested 50 workers of d iffe re nt  part ies .  
Thatta o bserved a com p lete shut  d own am idst t he m a rch  
by  the Army. Po l ice a r rested ten workers. Po l ice re
a rrested 1 1  0 1 · t  of  20  pr isoners who had escaped in the ja i l  
b rea k o n  141h August . I n  Kotri, few sma l l  ra l l ies  were 
brought  o ut a nd th rew stones on  pass ing vehic les .  I n  Dadu ,  
po l ice fo i l ed a n  attempt to da m age the  ra i lway t rack  by  
p rotesters .  I n  Meha rh, p rotesters b locked I ndus  H ighway. 
Pol ice a rrested 18  parti c ipa nts  praying for ma rtyrs. 
P rotesters set on f ire the fu rn i tu re a n d  record of  Bhudapur  
Ra i lway Stat io n .  I n  Thatta,  po l ice o pened fi re on  a 
passenger  bus  near  Dhand h a ri a n d  i nj u red s ix passengers 
bel ieving t h e m  to be protesters . The i njured were sh i fted  
to the C iv i l  Hosp i ta l  Thatta . 

I n  Rawa l p i ndi ,  worke rs offe red p rayers for martyrs i n  
h istor ica l  l i aquat  Bagh,  po l ice resorted t o  baton charge  
and  fired tear  gas she l l s  a s  the workers were ret u r n i ng 
back from p rayers.  This act a n tagon i zed the workers, who 
da maged a government  bus .  Po l ice made few a rrests. 

As the Ka rach i  Ce ntra l  J a i l  was ove rf lowing with po l i t ica l  
pr iso ners, the  a d m in ist rat ion  sta rted sh ift ing  many o f  
them to  d iffe rent pr isons of  t h e  p rovince.  

1 iha nd 181h August, protesters set on  fire t i res and 
b locked roads  i n  Ta ndo Al la hya r, po l ice fired tear gas  she l l s  
to d i sperse them.  I n  Chamba rh,  o ne person J u m m o n  
Gicha n i  d ied d u ri ng c lashes between po l ice a n d  p rotesters.  
I n  Su l t ana bad,  the road was b locked by cutt i ng road-s ide 
t rees and ra i lway track was d a maged.  I n  Nasarpu r, a ra l ly  
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was brought o u t  a n d  te lephone l i nes were cu t .  Ta ndo 
A l la hya r and  Cha m ba rh po l ice a rrested scores of  
protesters . 

B u t  the most  trag ic  i n c idents  on  1 8'h August ha p pened a t  
Khasano  M o ri ,  some 1 6  m i les  from Hydera bad, a n d  i ts  
v i c in ity.  As the  spea kers c l i m bed on  the roof  o f  a roads ide  
teashop  to a d d ress the p roteste rs, o n  the  m a i n  
Hydera bad-M i rpurkhas  H ig hway, po l ice a n d  o t h e r  l a w  
e n forc ing agenc ies sta rted stra ight f i r ing w i t h o u t  a ny 
warn ing  a n d  k i l led two p rotesters on  the spot a nd inj u red 
many others .  After  the  f i r i ng, the l aw enfo rcers 
demo l ished the teashops  a n d  other  bu s iness  e nt i t ies  a n d  
b u rnt  t h e m  to  a shes .  

Afte r a t tack ing  the pea cefu l protesters ,  the  enfo rce rs, 
ra ided nea rby v i l lages, b u t  on ly found  wo men a n d  
ch i ldre n, a s  t h e  m e n  of t h e  a rea  h a d  gone i nto h id i ng  after  
th e  a ttack  o n  ra l ly .  Women and c h i l d re n  of v i l l ages were 
severely beaten a s  they refused to d isc lose the 
whereabouts  of  the ir  m a le fa m i ly mem bers. The po l ice 
t o o k  a round  one h u n d red women into custody a n d  after 
t h rea ten ing  to shoot them released them after  few days 
on a payment  of  5000 rupees each as the br ibe .  At l ea st 
t h ree women suffered m isca rr iages beca use of the po l ice 
bruta l i t ies .  

Jo h i, observed a comp lete s t r i ke .  Po l i ce  used tear  g a s  a n d 
baton  c h a rged to  d ;sperse a p u b l i c  meet ing orga n ized a fter  
a ra l ly. Th i s  a ntagon i zed the  p rotesters who d a maged the 
Po st Office a nd C iv i l  Co u rt .  Po l ice resorted to a e r ia l  fi r i ng  
a n d  a rrested m a ny protesters .Workers' ra l ly  fo rced a shut  
down in  Tha ri  M i rwa h where po l icebaton c h a rged and  
f ired tea r ga s she l l s  fo l l owed by l ive bu l lets to d i s perse the  
p rotesters  a nd i nj u red two of them . Protesters set o n  fi re 
a co m m erc i a l  ba n k, Town Co m mittee, I r rigat ion, H ighway 
S u b  D iv i s ion ,  Soc ia l  We lfa re a n d  Vocat iona l  Tra i n i ng  
offi ces .  P o l ice a rrested 2 5  p rotesters .  
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1 9th August, in Qazi Ahmed, some unknown a rmed persons 
atta cked gr id  stat ion a nd set on  fi re the power  
t ra nsformers. On.e group  a ttacked ra i lway stat ion  a n d  set  
on  f i re the record and  fu rn i tu re .  D u r i ng c l a shes w i th  po l ice 
one p rotester d ied . I n  R a n i p u r, a ra l ly was brought o u t  
which peacefu l ly d ispe rsed a fter  offer ing prayer f o r  t h e  
ma rtyrs . Rasoo labad ra l ly b locked t h e  Na t iona l H ighway 
and  Ta ndo Adam ra l ly tu rned v io lent  a n d  proteste rs set  o n  
f i re few pr ivate prope rt ies  owned by pro-Zia peop le, i n  
excha nge fire one person was k i l l ed .  I n  Mat l i ,  po l ice f i red 
tear  gas she l ls  and  l ive b u l lets to d isperse the p rotesters,  
i n  res u l t  m a ny of them i nc l ud i ngeight po l ice offi c i a l s  were 
inj u red .  Protesters damaged t h ree com m ercia l buses .  I n  
Ta ndo B ago, po l ice f ired tear  gas she l l s  to d i sperse a ra l ly, 
i n  reta l ia t ion  protesters i nj u red fou r  po l ice offi c i a l s  by 
t h rowing stones and  set on  f i re a gove rnment  ve h i c l e .  I n  
Ta l h a r, po l ice fired tear  gas she l l s  and  l ive b u l lets  to  
d i spe rse the p rotesters and  i nj u red s i x  of them.  Two of  the  
inj u red were sh i fted to  Hydera bad i n  ser ious co nd i t ion .  I n  
Khanwahan ,  p rotesters set o n  fire S indh  Agricu l t u re S u p p ly  
Orga n izat ion (SASO) office .  I n  Kotr i  Kab i r, p rotesters 
b locked Na t iona l H ighway. I n  M a h ra bp u r, p rotesters set  on 
f ire the Post Office and  po l ice a rrested over a dozen 
p rotesters.  I n  Karoond i  a nd Syed G u nj ,  te lephone  
excha nges were set on  f ire .  P rotesters da maged the  
ra i lway track near  Dourh a n d  d istu rbed ra i lway t raff ic  on  
m a i n  l i ne .  I n  Kha not, two protesters inj u red i n  po l ice 
fi r ing, wh i le  2 8  others were a rrested . I n  J a mshoro ,  
I rr iga t ion  depa rt ment office was set  on  f i re .  I n  Kot ri ,  one  
bank  was set  on fi re whi le  two other  commercia l b a n ks, a 
Post Office a nd H ighway Div is ion vehic les  a nd two t a l u k a  
hosp i ta l  a m b u l a nces were d a m aged . Down-ya rd ca b i n  o f  
ra i lway sta t ion  a nd I rr igat ion Workshop were a l so se t  on 
f i re .  Po l ice a rrested e ight  protesters a fter  tea r gas she l l i ng .  
I n  Ta ndo Ada m ,  po l ice fi red tear  g a s  she l l s  to sto p a ra l ly,  
wh ich a ntagon i zed the pa rt i c i p a n ts and fo rced them to 
reta l ia te .  Excha nge of fire betwee n protesters a nd po l ice 
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k i l led two M R D  workers a n d two pol ice o ffi c i a l s  a n d  
inj u red e ight  l aw enfo rcers i n c l u d i ng the  loca l M agistra te .  
P rotesters set  on  fire a h igh  school ,  few offices of  power 
sup p ly a ut hor ity WAPDA, o ne gove rnment  veh i c le  a nd t wo 
co m merci a l  banks .  Po l i ce a rrested ten pe rson s  for b lock ing 
t he Ta ndo A l l a hya r roa d by cutt i ng the  t rees .  I n  
N a wa b s h a h, a ra l ly was brought  out .  P rotest e rs set o n  f i re 
t h e · Post Office and  da maged s ix co m m erc ia l ba n ks a n d  
b locked t he Nat iona l H ighway.  Pol ice reso rted t o  aer i a l  
fi r i ng.  I n  60-M i les town, p rotesters se t  on  fi re town office 
a n d  a com merc ia l  ba n k .  In Da rya K h a n  M a rr i ,  town 
committee office was set  o n  f i re .  Protesters set  o n  f i re t h e  
ra i lway stat ions of  D o u r h  a n d B ucher i .  Po l ice o pened fi re 
a n d  k i l led  one p rotester .  

A N P  S i n d h  fo rmed St ruggle Commi ttee, m e a n w h i le i ts  
centra l  P res ident  Wa l i  K h a n  depa rted to Moscow on a 10-
day v is i t .  Ta l k i ng to j o u r n a l i sts i n Ka ra c h i, he  sa id  that  t he 
re a l  movement  wou ld start  from 2 1'1 Sept e m ber. H e  
condem ned t he a rrest of  po l i t i ca l  worke rs a n d  lead ers .  

The Div is iona l  Super in tendent  a nnoun ced that  the ra i lway 
t raffic fro m and  to S i n d h  was resu med a n d  so fa r fo u r  
ra i lway sta t ions  h a d  be e n  da maged d u r ing  the  o ngo ing  
movement .  

201h August,  a women ra l ly  of over  500 was brought  out  
f rom the  house of  ma rtyr Nas i r  Ba loch,  i n  t he  a rea  of M a l i r  
Ka rach i .  Ra l ly was led by widow a n d  mother  o f  Nas i r  
Ba luch ,  who wa s  ha nged b y  the  Z i a  reg ime .  They  sat-on 
N a t i o n a l  H ighway a nd b locked i t  fo r two h o u rs .  

U n known perso ns  s e t  on  fi re the  D istr ict  Agric u l t u ra l  Off ice 
i n  D adu  a n d a jeep a n d  a motor cycle were gutted . I n  
Larka na ,  4 3  a n d  i n  Sa ng h a r, one worker was a rrested .  

I n  S ujawa l ,  po l ice a n d  v i l lagers c l a shed  w h e n  po l ice 
cond ucted ra id  to a rrest a local  youth leader .  Over  a doze n 
people i nc lud i ng pol ice constab les  were i nj u red .  Over  two 
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thousand p rotesters b locked the N a b isar  ra i lway crossing 
in  Tha rparkar  d istr ict .  As po l ice tr ied to d isperse them, 
they reta l i ated and c la shes eru ,..>ted . Two p rotesters 
inj u red i n  po l ice fi r ing, one  a mong them late r succumbed 
to i nj u ries i n  hosp i ta l, wh i le two po l ice offic ia ls  were a lso 
i nj u red .  Po l ice a rrested 32 protesters.  Thatt a po l ice 
a rrested 23 workers a n d  sent them to Hydera bad Cent ra l 
J a i l .  I n  Sukkur, three ra l l ies were b rought out .  I n  c la shes, 
po l ice resorted to tear gas she l l i ng and aer ia l  fir ing and  
i nj u red many p rotesters.  I n  Kha i rpur, MRD ra l ly was baton 
cha rged by pol ice i n  which few protesters were i nj u red .  
Po l ice a rrested a student  leader. A gro u p  of protesters set 
on fire the ra i lway cab in ;  p o l ice a rrested two of them.  I n  
R a n i p u r, a big ra l ly was brought o u t  which he ld  a pub l i c  
meet ing and  b locked Nat iona l  H ighway. Pol ice i n  ra ids i n  
the vic i n ity of  Mat i a r i  a rrested ove r two hundred v i l lagers.  
Ta ndo Adam observed a comp lete stri ke, Qa z i  Ahmed and  
Sakrand  a lso observed com p lete str ike . 

M R D  brought out  a ra l l y  i n  Lahore .  A meet ing was 
convened after  offe r ing  p rayers fo r the ma rtyrs.  I n  
Fa i sa l abad,  part ic ipa nts of  a ra l ly set on f ire a gove rnment 
bus .  I n  S i a l kot, two workers cou rted a rrest, wh i le  a th i rd 
was a rrested by the po l i ce .  I n  Koh- M u ree, po l ice a r rested 
five workers i n c l ud i ng a fe m a l e  worker .  

Ex i led Pa k ista nis  i n  E ng la nd  o rga nized a protest meeting in  
B radfo rd add ressed by d i ffe rent leaders that condem ned 
the a rrests a n d  a t roc it ies  by law enforcers.  

The sepa rat ist movement Jeay S i ndh  Ta h reek fract ioned on 
the issue of ongo i ng M R D  movement, on  2 01 h August, Jeay 
S indh  Mahaz Cha i r m a n  Abd u l  Wahid Aar isar  s u p port ing the 
movement, a p pea led to UN and I n terna t iona l  Court of 
Just ice that S i nd h is  be saved from systemat ic  massacre by 
the secu rity fo rces; on the other  ha nd, Bash i r  Quresh i ,  the 
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Centra l P res ident  o f  JSSF,  the student wing o f  Ta hreek, 
ca l led  M RD movement  aga inst  the i nte rests o f  S i n d h .  

2 1 ' 1  August, p rotesters s e t  o n  fi re two commerc ia l  banks i n  
H yd e ra bad . I n  Ta nd o  Ka i se r, a ra l ly w a s  brought o ut, l a ter  
po l ice a rrested 8-ye a r  o l d  son o f  a loca l leader. I n  
Cha m ba rh, po l ice a rrested three workers i n  a ra id .  I n  
M a h ra b p u r, p a rt i c i pa nt s  o f  a ra l ly  set o n  fi re the wooden  
s leepers o f  ra i lway t r a ck  a n d  d is rupted the ra i lway t raffic. 
On d istance o f  a few m i les, p rotesters cut the te lephone 
l i nes . I n  68-M i les  town,  p rotesters set o n  f i re a c o m mercia l  
bus .  In  Sh i ka rpur, a peacefu l  ra l ly was b ro ught o ut .  A ra l ly 
i n  Karach i  was tea r gas  she l le d by po l i ce; i n  reta l i a t ion  
p rotesters d a m aged t h ree gove rnment buses  a n d  po l ice 
a rrested over a dozen wo rkers .  In G a rh i  K h a i ru ,  po l ice 
a rrested two loca l  l eade rs .  In Bhagha n, po l ice a rrested 
e ight  workers.  In C h u h a rh J a m a l i , po l ice a rrested seven 
wo rkers .  In Ja t i, p o l ice a rrested fo u r  workers. In Sa krand,  
po l ice f i red tear  g a s  she l ls, reso rted to baton cha rge to 
d isperse a ra l l y  a n d  a rrested 29  workers.  D u r i ng the 
protest the town was s h ut down. Qa z i  Ahmed observed a 
shut  down fo r the e ighth day in  cont i n u ity. I n  S a k ro,  fou r  
workers were a rrested .  

The a rrested and deta i ned leade rs o f  PPP S indh, 
d ispatched ba ngles a n d  head sca rf for the P P P  leadersh ip  
i n  P u njab ,  who accord i n g  to genera l  percept ion in  S i ndh ,  
had  o nce aga in  fa i led to mot ivate masses i n  P u nj a b  fo r the 
m ove ment  o f  the restorat ion  of  democra cy .  This  was 
stated in a p ress statement  re leased by PPP .  

I n  Dera M urad Jama l i ,  Ba loch ista n, po l ice a rrested 69  P P P  
workers for o rga n i z ing  a ra l ly a n d  ho ld ing a meet ing .  

I n  Bah awa l pu r, fo u r  a n d  i n  Ahmedpur  E a st, two workers 
were a rrested .  

I n  Fa isa l abad ,  two courted a rrest, i n  Lahore, po l ice fo i led 
an a ttem pt to o rga n ize a women's  ra l ly. 
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Asgha r Khan ,  the ch ief of Tl sa id  that  h is pa rty w i l l  not be 
in a hu rry to qu i t  M R D  but  it was not part ic i pa t ing in the 
cu rre nt  movement .  

2 2"d August, Pak ista n Army a rrived r id i ng m i l i t a ry t rucks  
and  jeeps  a n d  cordoned-off Tayab Thah im vi l l age i n  t a l uka  
Tando Ada m  of Sanghar  d ist r ict a t  a bout th ree i n  the  
a fternoon and  sta rted ind iscr im i na te f ir ing on the  house  of  
Abd u l  Sa lam Tha h i m, a loca l PPP  leader .  The  fo rces 
just i fied the i r  a t tack  by saying that  the res idents  of the 
v i l l age were supporters of the ongoing M R D  movement  
a n d  were b lock ing the ma in  roa d  two m i les away from the  
v i l lage o n  a da i ly bas is .  Army personne l  looted go ld  a n d  
cash a n d  a rrested two re la t ives of Tha him a n d  th rea tened  
to shoot them.  Both  of them were booked fo r m u rder  
cha rges a n d  were released after two and  ha l f  months .  

After  at tack ing the house of Tha h im, they moved to hu ts 
a nd kutcha houses of other v i l lagers conti n u i ng 
ind iscr im i nate f ir i ng, i nj u ri ng a n  e ight yea rs o ld g i r l ,  whose 
fa ther  wa s a rrested by the ra i d i ng pa rty. They ignored a l l  
req uests b y  t h e  fa ther  for h i s  re lease, s o  he co u ld  a rra nge 
some medica l  t reatment  of h is  i nj u red da ughter.  Late r, the  
g i r l d ied of her  in ju r ies .  The  fo rces looted a l l  the  go ld ,  cash  
and  confiscated the  l icensed a rms and  a m m u n it ion  and  
a rrested 45  persons .  

23'd August, fo ur  PPP  workers of  Dadu a n nounced the i r  
w i sh  to  se l f  i m molate themse lves on 2 51h August,  i n  
p rotest aga i nst the a rrest of Benaz i r  Bh utto. 

M R D  sent memora n d u m s  of th ree pages to fo reign 
e m bass ies and consu la te genera l s  regard i ng i ts  p rogram 
and goa l s .  

I n  La rkana ,  p rotesters t ried to set  on f ire ba nks and  petrol  
p u m ps .  Po l ice a rrested ten persons .  I n  Kha n p u r  P u nj a b, 
one  P P P  leader  was a rrested .  D istr ict and  Session Judge 



Civil Disobedience against Zia 1 98 1 - 1 988 : 2 5 9  

Karach i  rejected b a i l  a p p l icati ons  o f  2 2  persons a rrested 
d u ring  o ngo ing movement .  

24th August, a young g i r l  and  two v i l lagers k i l led by a rmy at  
v i l lage Taya b Tha h i m,  b u ried at  the i r  a nces t ra l v i l lage .  The 
dead bod ies of  e ight  yea rs o ld  Noor  Khatoon ,  I s ma i l  a n d  
Saj a n  Tha h im were ha nded over b y  po l ice t o  the  re la t ives . 
Accord i ng to  med ica l re port,  Noor  Khatoon was h it by two 
bu l lets in her s tomach .  SO v i l lagers a rrested we re kept  a t  
loca l  p o l ice lockup .  Mea nwhi le ,  a med ia  team from 
Hyderabad vis ited the  effected v i l l age, where no ma le  was 
present .  The women of  the v i l lage to ld  jou rna l ists t h a t  
t h e i r  men-fo l k  were s i t t ing in  t h e i r  hom es, w h e n  t h e  l a w  
e nfo rcers at tacked t h e i r  ho uses a n d  n o t  o n ly d a m aged 
the i r  be longi ngs but robbed them of gold a nd other  
expens ive a ccesso ries .  

Some un known persons  set f ire to  six shops  and road-s ide 
resta u ra nts a t  Chaudagh i .  The sa id  propert ies  were owned 
by PPP  supporte rs, who were a ctive i n  the  o ngo ing  
movem ent .  

PPP Kashmir  wing a n n o u nced to  br ing out  a ra l ly fro m 
M uzaffa ra bad to  Rawa l p ind i  i n  su pport of o ngo ing  M R D  
movement .  Pol ice a rrested fo rmer Lahore H igh  Co urt judge 
a nd PPP lea der  M a l i k  Saeed Hassa n .  

V i l l age B ra h m a n i  nea r R a d h a n  o f  Dad u d i st rict ,  a ctive i n  
o ngo ing M RD movement  l i ke 19 8 3 ,  came under  Army  a nd 
other  law enforc ing agencies attack  u n d e r  p retext of  
o pe rat ion  aga i nst the  daco i ts .  Four  loca l s  were  k i l l ed ,  
wh i le 2 5  others a rrested in  the  o p e ra ti o n ,  i n  wh ich  
he l i copters were a lso used .  Mea nwhi le,  Deputy 
Co m m issio ner  Dad u a n n o unced that t he d a maged 
propert ies, i n c l u d i ng ho uses of the effected vi l l age rs wi l l  
be b u i lt by the  gove rnment .  

I n  Ka rach i ,  po l i ce a rrested s ix  worke rs f roni a ra l l y .  I n  Ket i  
B a n d a r, fou r  workers  and  in  Mirpur  Ba thoro,  po l ice  
a rrested two workers .  Me a nwhi le, Thatta po l ice re
a rrested 18  pr isone rs who were fo rcefu l ly  relea sed from 
Thatt a  S u b  J a i l  by the p roteste rs on 14th August .  I n  
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La rka na ,  a ra l ly was brought  out• wh i le  the  Res ident 
M agistrate rejected the  ba i l  p lea o f  33 p rotesters in  
La rka na ,  and i r.  Karachi  12 such p leas  we re a lso rejected. 

A t reason case was registered aga i nst Bena z i r  Bhutto a nd 
n i ne other leaders fo r i n stigat i ng the  masses aga i nst the 
gove rnment .  Acco rd ing to the case registe red a t  the 
L iaquata bad po l ice stat ion, Karach i, t he PPP leadersh ip  
reached the a rea with a p rocess ion a nd a d d ressed the  
meeti ng o n  3 1st J u ly.  Tando M o h a m med Khan  po l ice 
a rrested t h ree loca l  lea ders whi le  ra ids  to  a rrest others 
were a lso cond ucted . 

M R D  ra l ly was b rought  out  i n  Quetta,  which peaceful ly 
d ispe rsed a fter the speeches by leaders .  I n  Lahore,  a ra l ly  
was bro ught out  which d ispersed after speeches of  
leaders .  

25th August, P M Mohammed Khan  J u nejo dec lared that  the 
M R D  movement i nstead of a po l i t ica l move ment  was a 
sabotage movement .  He was address i ng the  federa l  a n d  
p rov inc ia l  m i n isters a nd  t h e  na t iona l  a ssemb ly and  senate 
members fro m Punjab a t  the  Governor  Ho use Lahore .  

I n te rnat iona l  d isapprova l of the reg ime's  bruta l  c ra c kdown 
o n  po l it i ca l  o ppone nts q u i�t<ly fo l lowed from Eng land  and 
Germa ny, wh i le i n  the U n ited States,  Senators Ken nedy 
and others expressed the i r  concern,  as did Congressman 
Ste phen Sola rz .  

La rkana o bserved a romplete str ike; po l ice a rrested 3 0  
p rotesters from d iffe re nt p l a ce s .  S i nce the at tacks  on  
d i ffe re nt ra i lway tracks and  o t he r  1 n :. t 0 ! l a t i o n s ,  the Raja 
Tra in ,  p ly ing between Nawabshah and M i r p u rkhas  c losed 
down s i nce the last one wee k, the c losure deprived the 
peo p le  of  Sanjhoro, J ho l ,  N a u a bad ,  Khad h i ro, 
Shahpurcha kar  and other  town of t ra n s po rt and posta l 
services. A ra l ly  was bro ught o u t  i n  L a h o re i n  which the 
part ic ipants  s it -on .  6 1  a rrested po l i ti c a l  wo rkers o f  Thatt a  
d istr ict  were sh ifted t o  Centra l  J a i l  Hyderabad .  Karach i  
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po l ice conducted ra ids  o n  the houses  o f  th ree wo men 
leaders of P P P  bu t  fa i led  to a rrest t h e m  as  they  had gone  
i n to h id i ng to o rga n ize the  movement .  

The  As i a  Week ,  Hong Kong  reported  i n  i ts  l a test issue tha t  
Benaz i r  B hu tt o w a s  be i ng  kept  i n  a te l l  measu r ing 14 by  3 
meters a n d  wi thout  a ny window i n  Cent ra l J a i l  Ka rach i .  

Some u n k nown p roteste rs fired b u l le ts  on  the  Awa m 
Ex press t r a i n  to La hore near  Ra i t i  ra i lway st at ion  a nd 
inj u red fo u r  p a sse nge rs .  Po l ice a rrested 12  v i l l age rs i n  
nea rby v i l lages wh i le  conduct i ng ra ids .  Po l ice f ired t e a r  gas  
she l l s  and  baton cha rged a ra l l y  i n  Ka shm o re and  a rrested 
18  protesters.  A ra l l y  was b rought out in H a la ,  where token  
s t r i ke  of two hours was a lso observe d . I n  Rawa l pi nd i  one  
worker courted a rrest . 

S i ndh  Committee fo r Po l i t i ca l  Pr iso n e rs a n d  H u m a n  R ights  
a l leged that  'm a ny  of  i ts  leaders a nd worke rs had  been 
a rrested s i nce the  beg i n n i ng of move m e nt .  Accord ing  to  
the co mmitt ee so fa r 9891  persons, i n c l ud i ng  45 women 
workers had  been a rrested i n  S i n d h  a lo ne, wh i le  31  had 
bee n k i l l ed by law e nfo rcers .  Po l i t i ca l  p ri soners i n  t h e  
Kha i rpur  Centra l  J a i l  i n  a statement  a p pe a led t o  t he fe l low 
po l i t i ca l  workers a l l over  the  count ry, t ha t  they shou l d  
refuse t h e i r  re lease t i l l  t h e  re lease of the  cent ra l 
l eadersh ip  a nd the  accepta nce of the  d e m a nds .  

26th August, Po l ice a rrested t h ree workers  i n  Bu l r i  Shah  
K a ri m .  Pol ice re-a rrested two m o re workers who  were 
fo rced to release in Thatt a , wh i le  17 m o re a rrested 
workers of d istr ict  were sh i fted to H yd era bad  Cent ra l  J a i l .  
Women workers o f  M R D  co m po n e nt pa rt ies he ld  a 
dem onstrat ion i n  Lahore, ca rry i ng p l a c a rd s  i n  so l i dar i ty 
with S i n d h i  wo men,  'Down with I m pe r i a l i sm' ,  'Red Sa lu te  
to Ma rtyrs of  De mocra cy' .  L a te r  they  d i s pe rsed peacefu l ly .  
1 11 R a n i p u r, two workers we re a rreste d . R a l l ies we re 
brought ou t  in I s l a m a ba d, La t)ore a n d  Fa i sa l abad  in wh ich  
wo men a lso part ic ipa ted .  La ter  po l ice a rrested P P P  
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Fa isa l a bad Pres ident .  Punjab Government  withdrew 
detenti o n  orde rs of  2 1  M R D  leaders, wh i le d iffe re nt courts  
in  the  p rovince reieased 155  workers on  ba i l .  

2 ih August, A women ra l ly was b rought  out in  Karach i ,  
which la ter  was jo i ned by t he i r  ma le  comrad es; after 
march ing  for over ten k i lo meters the ra l ly  d ispersed .Two 
workers court a rrested in Bahawa lpur, wh i le  one  courted 
a rrest i n  Rawa l p i n d i .  105 workers were re leased o n  
pe rson a l  bonds  i n  Punja b  b y  courts .  A court i n  Thatta 
acce pted ba i l  o f  seven a rrested workers.  

The State M i n ister  for Foreign Affa irs Zain Noora n i  
d isc losed i n  a te lephon ic  interview with Nat iona l  Pub l i c  
Rad io  Wash i ngton,  tha t  Benaz i r  B h utto had intended a n  
a rmed f ight with the  gove rnment .  

28th August, ra l l ies we re brought  out  i n  Karach i  a n d  
Lahore .  

Pol ice a rrested one journa l ist i n  Sa nghar, who  was 
adm itted i n  hosp i ta l for h is ga l l b ladder operat ion ;  he had  
been released a few days  before.  G h a ro po l ice a rrested 
two vis i tors o f  po l i t i ca l  p risoners .  

18  po l i ti ca l  p r isoners we re sh ifted to  N a ra J a i l  Hyd e rabad  
fro m M eharh  Sub  J a i l .  

Genera l  Z i a  i n  a n  i n te rview with N e w  York T imes d isc losed 
that Benaz i r  B h utto had rece ived assura n ce of he lp from 
Soviet U n io n  a n d  I n d i a  to  topp le  h is gove rnment  b u t  he 
had no su bsta nce p roof rega rd ing  the cha rge. 

29th August, Afte r  the da m ages and a rson incidents a t  
d iffe rent r a i lway stat ions  i n  S indh ,  e leven such ra i lway 
sta t ions  had been shut  down.  The trucks ca rry ing goods 
fro m Karachi  port to  Punja b had to pass t h rough  h ighways 
in  S i nd h under  the protect ion  of  Pak is tan Army. Acco rd ing  
to Larkana U n ion  of  Journa l ists, after the  l au nch of  the 
MRD movement, so fa r ten journa l ists had been a rrested 
fro m d i ffe rent  a reas of  S i n d h .  M i rp u r  Sa kro oo l ice a rrested 



Civil Disobedience against Zia 1981-1988 2 6 3  

three workers .  Thatta  p o l ice a rrested one  loca l  leader .  I n  
Kara c h i, a ra l ly was bro ught o u t, which offered prayer for 
the m a rtyrs, in Kotri, ra l ly  offe red prayer a n d  the  pol ice 
arrested fou r  workers .  I n  Ta ndo 

Ad a m, K h i pro a n d  Sh i karpur  prayers in  a bsent ia  were 
offere d .  I n  Quetta,  a b ig  pub l i c  meet ing was orga n i zed 
wh ich was  a d d ressed by the  central a nd prov inc ia l M R D  
leaders,  i n  Lahore,  a ra l ly was brought o ut ,  whi le two 
workers in S h a i k h u p u ra a n d  one worker courted a rrested 
i n  Kasur respectively.  

30th August, DSF leader  Asad Sha h  Abd i was a rrested a n d  
deta i ned for one  month  a t  Kha i rp ur  Centra l  J a i l  a n d  in  
Sujawal ,  po l ice  fired tear  gas she l l s  o n  protesters to  
d isperse t he m .  M o ro po l ice a rrested s ix workers. G a m ba t  
observed a com plete str ike a n d  prayers fo r martyrs were 
observed a t  many  p l aces .  Peop le's Lawyers Forum 
Kha i rpur, a d m itted a pet i t ion i n  S i ndh  H igh Court ,  
cha l le ng ing  t h e  detent ion orders of four  loca l leaders .  

Accord i ng to offi c i a l ly com pi led fi g u res, 65 b ra nches of 
commerc i a l  ba n ks had  so fa r been set on fire in  S ind h .  

I n  i ts  emergency Ce ntra l  Comm itteemeet ing the S ind h H a ri 
Comm ittee, dec id e :.:  �o ta ke part i n  the  ongo ing M R D 
movement .  

P u nja b Government extended t he detent ion of  e ight  
leaders fo r further 15 d a ys . I n  Rawa l p i nd i  one  worker 
courted a rrest .  

31s t  August, N as i ra b a d  te lephone exchange w a s  s e t  on  fire 
by proteste rs .  Sa k ro po l ice a rrested five workers.  I n  Kotr i ,  
t h ree workers courted a rrest.  Po l ice a rrested eight persons  
fro m v i l l age S i reva l  fo r b lock ing t he h ighway. Lawyers 
peti tio ned  t h e  S i n d h  H igh  Co urt fo r the re lease of 36 M R D  
wo rkers from La rka n a .  

Sess ion  co urt S a nghar  released 23 workers on  ba i l ,  who 
were accused of  br ing ing out a ra l ly  on 1 41 h  August in  
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Shahdad p u r. Ad di t io n a l  Deputy Com m iss ioner  Kot ri 
rejected ba i l  p lea of 16  M R D workers.  

I n  S a rgodha f ive workers cou rted a rrest  a nd in La hore,  a 
ra l ly was b rought  out  which d ispersed peacefu l ly  a ft e r  
m a rch ing t h rough d ifferent  roads .  I n  I s l am a bad,  a corner 
meet ing wa s orga n ized by the loca l M R D .  Add ressing it, 
l eaders dema nded the re lease of po l it ica l p risoners .  I n  
N a ushehra ,  o f  Frontie r  p rovince, over 300 workers wen t  
on  a 24-h our  h unger str ike a t  d i fferent s pots, wh ich were 
decorated banners of M R D . dema nds.  M R D  o rgan ized a 
p u b l ic  meet ing, a d d ressed by loca l  leaders  who dema nded 
the re lease  of po l i t i ca l  p risoners.  

Deputy O p posit ion Lea d er  in the  Nat ion a l Assembl y, 
a d d ress ing the session ,  dema nded the  i mpos i t ion o f  
governor-ru le  i n  S indh,  a s  he  dec lared  t h e  ongoing 
movement  an a nt i-democra cy, d u ring which the  ra i lway 
t racks a ri d  the h ighways were a lso not  safe .  

1 ' 1  Se ptem be r, , I n  Kha i rp u r, the M RD ra l ly  wa s ba ton  
charged a n d  tea r  ga s  she l led, po l ice a rrested five workers.  
I n  J o h i, so fa r a t  least 1 5  workers of d ifferent  p a rti es had  
bee n  a rreste d .  Two loca l l eaders of Thatta were a rrested 
from d iffe rent p la ces .  Benaz i r  B 1iu tto c h a l l e n ged h e r  
detent ion in  t h e  S indh  H igh Coll rt a nd t h e  h e a r i n g  w a s  
fi xed fo r 10th September b u t  o n e  day  before her  case was 
to be d iscussed in the court ,  she was re leased from the 
ja i l .  

MRD workers brought  out  a ra l ly i n  La hore a nd p o l ice 
a rrested 12  worke rs .  PPP women's  wing a lso brought  o u t  a 
separate ra l ly a n d  a s i t - in  for two hours i n  fron t  of  a 
mosque on  M a l l  Roa d .  P rotest ing students set o n  fire a bus  
i n  Peshawar .  

2"d September, P u njab govern ment  re leased 16  workers of 
d iffe re n t  p a rt ies .  I n  Thatt a ,  loca l  court re leased 84 workers 
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o n  ba i l ;  i n  Fa i z  G a nj ,  p rotesters set o n  f i re a bus  when i t  
ra n over the i r  ra l ly .  I n  d istr ict  j a i l  J h e l u m ,  over  SO P P P  
wo rkers s tarted hu nger str ike fo r the re lease o f  Bena z i r  
Bh utto a nd i m p rovement  o f  food q ua l i ty .  F o u r  wo m e n  
worker0s o f  P P P  were a rrested i n  Lahore wh i l e  t hey s a t  o n  
h u ng e r  str ike i n  so l ida r ity wi th  M R D.  

Ba hawa l p u r  pol ice so. fa r had  a rrested 67 wo rke rs of 
d i ffe re nt  M R D p a rt ies .  

Po l i t i ca l P riso n e rs Re lease Com m ittee S i n d h  C h ief Rafi q  
Safi a l leged tha t  the wherea bouts o f  s i x  women a rrested 
fro m Ta ndo Jam were u n k nown . I n  Kha h i  five PPP workers  
were re leased o n  b a i l .  A ra l l y  was b ro ught  out  i n  Laho re,  
which d ispersed peacefu l ly a fter  m a rc h i n g  through  
d i ffe re n t  a reas .  Later, po l ice a rrested some workers .  So fa r 
180  M R D  workers were a rrested i n  S u k k u r  d istr ict .  Acti n g  
pres i de n t  P P P  S i n d h  Syed P a rvez A l i  Shah ,  w h o  wa s i n  
h i d i n g  a dvised h is  pa rty wo rke rs tha t  t hey  shou ld  avo id  
court i ng a rrest and  i n stead of t h a t  o rgan ize p u b l i c  
meet i ngs a l l  over the  p rovince . 

3'd September, I n  H a l a n i, p·o l ice a rrested seven workers i n  
a ra i d .  I n  Peshawa r, women brought  ou t  a ra l ly wh i ch  
d i spersed aft e r  t h rowing stones o n  pass ing  ve h ic les .  I n  
S a n g h a r, so fa r 5 j o u rna l i sts a n d  1 6  po l i ti ca l  worke rs h a d  
b e e n  a rrested . 

Po l i t i ca l  Pr isoners a n d  H u m a n  R ights  Com m ittee S i n d h  
conve n e r  Rafiq Safi i nfo rmed tha t  five m iss ing P P P  wo m e n  
workers h a d  been  located a t  B h it Sha h Rest Ho use u n d e r  
the  A rmy secu ri ty .  They we re a rre sted fro m Kha i sano  M o r i 
a long  wi th  other  33  wom en .  

4th September, Dep uty Co m m issio ner  B a d i n  re leased 17  
workers, who  were deta i n ed u nd e r  M PO .  A ra l l y  i n  M e h a rh 
was baton  c h a rged a nd tear  gas  she l l ed .  P roteste rs t h rew 
stones  i n  reta l i a t io n .  E leven i n c l u d i ng fo u r  po l ice offi c i a l s  
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i nj u red,  whi le  s ix  protesters were a rrested .  Civi l  J udge 
Kotr i  re leased 23  M R D  workers on  b a i l .  

5th September, M R D centra l  l e a d er  Nawa bzada Nasaru l l ah  
Khan  was re leased . Two days e a rl i e r  a nother  ce ntra l  leader  
Fatahyab A l i  Khan  was  a l so re leased . 
5th and ih September, i n  B a d i n ,  on 5th Septem ber, fou r  
workers court a rrested a nd  on  7th. Septem ber, a ra l ly was 
brought out  that converted into a p u b l ic meet ing where 
leaders dema nded the  re lease of po l i t i ca l  p risoners .  
Aft e rward 8 workers co urted a rrest; i n  Ta ndo Adam,  o n  
5ra l l i es  we re brought ou t .  T a n d o  A l l ahyar  pol ice a rrested 
fi ve workers on 5th September, who b rought ou t  a ra l ly  a n d  
a d d ressed a c rowd . O n  5th D a d u, observed a com plete 
str ike .  Thatta pol ice conducted ra ids  to a rrest po l i t i ca l  
workers.  Shahdadpur  po l ice re-a rrested a loca l  PPP  leader  
who was re leased two-day e a rl i e r  o n  b a i l .  

I n  Kand i a ro, over ten  thousa n d  p rotesters b rought ou t  a 

ra l ly  which was a d d ressed by loca l leaders.  M a h ra b p u r  
pol ice a rrested a loca l J U I  l e a d e r .  Bhan  Saeedabad 
observed a com p lete str ike .  La rka na  po l i ce  a rrested 83 
protesters and 49 others u n d e r  M PO d u r ing  the  l a st one 
month .  K h i p ro pol ice a rrested one  loca l PPP leader whi le  
cond ucted ra ids fo r the a rrest of others .  Po l ice  resorted to 
aer ia l  f i r ing ,  tea r  gas  she l l i ng to  d isperse a ra l ly i n  Joh i .  In  
La hore, a ra l ly  was b rought out ,  attended by centra l  M R D  
leaders, ra l l y  conve rted i n to p u b l i c  meet ing a t  Moch i  Gate  
an d  was  addressed by leaders .  On 5th a r a l ly was b rought 
out  i n  Pano Aq i l ,  which cu lm i n a ted  i nto a pu b l i c  meet ing 
a nd was a d d ressed by the loca l  l eaders, they dema nded 
shelvi ng the  construct ion of m i l i t a ry cantonment  i n  Pano 
Aq i l .  I n  G hotk i ,  thousands of protesters m a rched on  roa ds  
fo r two hours, la ter  they he ld  a p u b l ic  meet ing .  

8th September, Benaz i r  B h utto was re leased on  the orders 
of Deputy Comm issioner  Karach i  South,  fro m La ndh i  ja i l  
Karach i  a n d was d ropped a t  her  C l ifton res idence i n  a 
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p riva te motor  ca r .  I n  Bad in ,  a ra l ly  was b rought  out ,  which 
c u l m ina ted  i n  the  co u rt a rrest of fo u r  workers.  In  
Shahdad kot, fou r  worke rs courted a rrest .  In  Gh a rho a ra l ly 
was brought  ou t .  

Ad d it i ona l  D is t r ict Ma gistrate Jacoba bad sentenced e ight  
M R D workers  fo r two m o n ths each  for  v io lat ing  sect ion 
144, whi le i n  Sha hda d p u r  17  workers a rrested for the 
v io la ti ng sectio n  144 were re leased  on  ba i l .  P u nj a b  
govern ment  withdrew detent ion  orders of ten  M R D  
workers.  

9th September, 1 3 3  workers  a n d  leaders re leased from 
Hyd e ra bad  Ce ntra l  J a i l .  They were a rrested fro m diffe re n t  
a reas  d u ring  the  ongo ing  M R D movem ent .  I n  Kandhkot, a 
p u b l ic meet ing was o rg a n i zed . I n  Th a ri M i rwa h, a p u b l i c  
m eet ing w a s  o rga n ized;  the  s i t - in  by the  p a rt i c ipants  on  
N a wa bshah-Kha i rp u r  roa d  was baton charged a n d  
d ispersed b y  the  Po l i ce .  

1 0th September, 2 10 po l i ti c a l  p risoners we re re leased from 
S u k k u r  Cent ra l  J a i l .  Two P P P  Thatta l eaders were re leased 
fro m Hydera bad  Centra l  J a i l .  

1 21h September, A ra l l y  was b rought  ou t  i n  Larkana ,  which 
was baton cha rged a nd tear gas  shel led by po l i ce .  
P rotesters d a maged t h ree  government  buses, po l i ce  
a rrested t e n  of them.  A case was  reg istered aga ins t  
G h u l a m  H ussa i n  Kora i ,  t h e  S H O  Tando Gh u l am A l i ;  he was  
accused of i n st iga t i ng  the  peop le  to br ing  out  a ra l ly o n  
1 51h August .  

A l l  PPP  C h akwal  offi ce bearers were re leased a ft e r  2 6  days 
detent ion .  

1 31h September, Add i t iona l  Sess ion J udge Sanghar  re leased  
17  workers on  b a i l  and  t h ree wo rkers of Thatta we re 
re leased fro m Hydera b ad  Centr� I  J a i l .  Ad d it iona l Sess ion 
J u dge Badin accepted ba i l  before a rrest of th ree loca l 
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l e ade rs;  t hey were accused of da maging propert ies  a n d  
b r i ng ing  o u t  a ra l l y .  

1 4 th September, M a u l a na Faza l R ehm a n ,  cha i red a M R D  
component  part ies  ch iefs meet ing  held i n  Ka rach i, which 
dec ided to cont inue the  m ove ment  with  a new p l a n .  

1 4th September, in  Ta ra i s ix, i n  B a d i n  45 a n d  i n  Sangha r 9 
workers were re leased .  

1 ih September, Karach i  pol ice a rrested a PPP  l eader  
M a s roor  Ahsan fo r setti ng  on fi re a passenger bus  i n  1979 .  
Ahsa n,  who recent ly returned back  to Pak istan ,  was  o n e  of 
the 54 pr isoners, se i1 t  to exi le on  the  d e m a n d  of P I A  
h ij ackers i n  1981 .  M i rpur  Sa kro pol ice a rrested n i ne 
workers .  

1 81h September, S indh  Ha ri Com m ittee de legat ion  under  i ts  
p res ident  G h u l a m  Rasool Sah ito met Benaz i r  Bh utto i n  
Ka rach i  a n d  a p prised her  a bout  the  po l i t i ca l  s i tuat ion  i n  
S i ndh ,  issues o f  peasa nts,  const ruct ion o f  m i l it a ry 
canto nme nts a t  Pano Aq i l  a n d  other p laces a n d  t h e  l a nd 
refo rms  done d u r ing  the  Bh utto government .  

1 9th September, Session Court Thatta  rejected ba i l  p !ea  of 
73  workers of Dandhar i  and Bhagha n a reas .  They decided 
to  a p p roach S indh High Court .  

21s t  September,Qa z i  Ahmed town, observed a co m p le te  
s t r i ke  fo r second day aga i nst the  po l ice a t roc i t ies .  C i t i zens  
b rought  out  a protest ra l ly wh i ch  cu lm inated a t  the  loca l 
P P P  office a n d  was a d d ressed by the  loca l l eaders .  
U n k nown p e rsons set on  fire the loca l  Cooperat ive Soc iety 
office i n  Ta ndo A l l ahya r. 

q 
P P P  c h a i rpe rson Benaz i r  Bhutto asked fo r reports  by t h e  

P u nja b pa rty leaders She ikh  Raf iq Ahmed,  Rana  Shouka t  
a n d J a h a ng i r  Badar  fo r not  p rovid ing  the  req u ired resu l t s  
i n  t he  M RD movement .  
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22nd September, i n  Kha i rpur, five and  in  D a d u  n i n e  workers 
re lease d .  

23'd September; i n  B u l ri Shah  Ka r im ten  workers re lease d .  

24th September, i n  Joh i  ten  workers re leased,  w h i l e  fou r  
P P P  workers o f  Chambarh  re leased from Hyd e ra ba d  
Cent ra l  J a i l .  

26th September, i n  D a n d h a ri s i x  more workers re leased .  

28th September, 32  workers a rrested in  Sa kro, G horha  
B a rh i  a n d  Ket i  Bunder  t a l u kas of That ta  d ist r ict . 

At a bout  fou r  i n  the ea r ly morn ing of 24th Nove m be r, 
a bout  t h ree thousand  so ld iers  of Pa kist an  Army cordo ned
off v i l lage J am Kot ,  where peop le  were  observi ng  the  t h i rd 
day  of mourn ing  the  death  of the wife of v i l l age  e lde r .  The  
i nd iscr im i nate fi r ing  by so ld iers k i l led five v i l l agers on  the  
spot ,  afterward they a rrested sixty per� ns  s l eep ing  i n  t h e  
co m m u n ity guest house o f  t h e  v i l l aje .  B l i n d  fo lded a n d  
l i ed  face down, they were beaten· with st icks .  R a i d i n g  
houses, c o l d ie rs s l a p ped wom e n  a nd t o o k  cont ro l  o f  a l l  
t h e i r  po�.)ess ions .  The sold iers a l so  set on  fi re a bo u t  
1 6,000 k i logra m s  o f  r ice, the on ly source fo r v i l l age  
n u t ri t ion .  

I n  t he dayt ime,  po l ice on  the inst ruct ions  of t h e  Army, 
ca m e  to v i l l age a nd took control  of the dead-bod ies  a n d  
t i ed  u p  persons, who were re leased a fte r  fo u r  days .  The  
res idents of  J a m  Kot  we re ve ry m uch a ct ive i n  the  M R D 
movement  and  pa rt ic ipa ted in  m a ny ra l l ies org a n i zed i n  
th e i r  v ic in i ty .  

O n  29th May 1988,  G e n e .  a l  Z ia d i sm issed the  J u neja 
gove rnment a nd the Nat iona l  Assem b ly.  M o st of t h e  
a n a lysts were in  co nsensus a bout  the  two rea sons fo r t h a t .  
O n e  o f  those w a s  t he J u neja  gt>ve rnme nt 's  move to c u rt a i l  
few o f  t h e  p rivi l eges acqu i red b y  t h e  m i l i ta ry h igh  
co m m and  a n d  t h e  second one  was  the  civi l i a n  re port  
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rega rd i ng the  myster ious  b lasts  in t he  Ojh a ri O rd ina nce 
De pot Raw<t lp ind i ,  wh ich  resulted i n  a big n u m ber  of 
casua l t ies  of civi l i a n s  as  wel l  the m i l i ta ry persona l s .  

Genera ;  Z i a ' s  death  i n  a myster ious p l ane  crash  on  17th  
August 1988 brought  a s i gh  of re l ief  fo r who le  cou ntry a n d  
i t  created a cr is is  s i tua t ion fo r M R D, which w a s  v is ib ly  
d iv ided on  post-Zia po l i c i es .  After  the  death of Genera l  Z ia ,  
G h u l am l s l ! aque Khan ,  t he  Cha i rman Senate,  took power a s  
t h e  act ing Pres ident  with t h e  b less ing o f  the  m i l i ta ry h igh 
command .  

Some  M R D  leaders were of the  op in ion  t h a t  to check  the  
m i l it a ry fro m im pos ing a nother  M a rt i a l  Law i n  t he  country, 
a ca l l  fo · ::i genera l  s t r i ke shou ld  be g iven;  but  Benaz i r  
Bh utto tnought othe rwise a s  she was  confident  of  
assurdnces g iven  to her  by  some sect ions of the  m i l it a ry 
esta b l ishment .  

Wa l i  Khan ,  the Conve n e r  of MRD a n d  ch ief of A N P, i n  h i s  
first statement sa id  that  the  M RD wo u ld  not  a sk  the  
ca retaker  government  u nder  l shaque  Khan  to ho ld  
e lections  before 1 6t h Novem ber, a s  sche d u led by Genera l  
Z i a ,  wh i le  the  V ice  Pres ident  of A N P, Hak im A l i  Za rd a ri 
hoped tha t  P res ident 's  po l i t ica l a p p roach wou ld  be in  l i ne  
w i th  the  nat ion's  d e m a nd fo r a m u lt i -pa rty d e mocra cy 
based on  p u b l ic refere n d u m .  

The PPP  Ce ntra l  Execut ive Co m mittee, i n  i ts e m e rge ncy 
meet ing sci id that the P a rty was ready to cooperate fo r a 
const i tut iona l  resrwnse to the  vacuum a n d  hoped that  as a 
seasoned a n d  exper ien ced person,  the  Act i ng P residen t  
wo u ld  no t  on ly re m a i n  neu t ra l  but  wi l l  respo nd to the  
asp i rat ion  of the peop le .  Through a reso lu t ion ,  pa rty made  
a fo ur  po in t  demand ;  na m e ly ( 1 )  the  ho ld ing  of pa rty 
based e lecti ons o n  1 6th Novem ber, 1988,  (2 )  ensur ing  
co nduc ive po l i t i ca l  a t mosphere with a n  even-ha nded  
t reatment  to a l l  po l i t i ca l  pa rti es, ( 3 )  i nducti on  of  a 
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ca reta ker  c a b i n e t  com posed of Senators or  other  
i nd iv i dua l s, not  contest ing e lect ions  and the reby, not  
hav ing a vested i n te rest i n  i ts resu lts ,  a n d (4)  a ppo intment  
of non-controvers i a l  jud ic ia l  officers  a s  ca retaker  Ch ief 
M i n iste rs.  

J ust two weeks a fter  t h e  e l i m i na t ion  of Z i a ,  a fu l l  bench of 
the Supre me  Co u rt of  Pa kista n ,  u n d e r  Ch ief  J usti ce on 2nd 
August ,  in i ts verd ict  dec la red tha t  every po l i t i ca l  pa rty 
was e l ig ib le  to p a rt i c i pa te i n  the genera l  e l ect ions and  
G e nera l  Z i a ' s  R e p resentat ives of the  Peop le 's  
(Amendment )  O r d i n a nce of  1985,  under  wh ich  the  non
p a rty e lect ions were co nd ucted,  was a v io lat ion of 
fu ndamenta l r ights, e ns h r ined  in the 1973 consti t u ti o n .  

T h e  co urt verd ict  brought  a n other  d i l e m m a fo r M R D, 
whether it shou ld  contest  e lect ions  a s  a u n ited  fro nt or  the  
co m ponent  p a rt i e s  were free to contest  o n  the i r  own . As 
m a ny of the  a l l ia nce co m ponent  p a rt ies  had  no support 
base i n  the masses,  so they eager ly  wanted the  su pport  of 
P P P . H owever th i s  was not  ava i l ab l e ,  so th i s  a l l i a nce fi na l l y  
came to a n  end d u ri n g  the  e lecti o n  ca m pa ign  of  1988 .  

J ust  one month  before t h e  e lecti o ns ,  on  1 51h Octo ber, 
e ight  r ight-wing pa rt ies,  i n c l u d i ng M us l i m  League of Nawaz  
Sha r if  and  J a m a a t- i - l s l a m i  fo rmed a n  a l l i a nce lslami 
Jamhoori ltihad ( IJ I ) , w i th  the  b l ess i ngs of the  secur i ty a n d 
i nte l l igence agenc ies .  The  on ly  goa l of t he  a l l i a n ce was 
a nyhow stopp ing  B e n a z i r  B h utto from gett ing  comfortab le  

"'m ajority i n  the  e l ect ions .  G h u l a m  M u stafa J ato i  was made  
the  ch ief  of  t he  a l l i a nce,  wh i l e  G h afoor  Ahmed of J a maat- i 
l s la m i  was made Secreta ry Ge nera l .  

A l though Pu nja b  h a d  the  m ajority seats  i n  t he  Nat iona l  
Asse m b ly but  t he  resu l ts  fro m S i nd h  were  most  sought 
out, where afte r  h a ng ing  of Zu lfi q a r  Al i  Bhutto a nd 
cont i n uous s u p press ion and  massacres by m i l it a ry ju nta ,  
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peop le  had to g ive t h e i r  ve rd ict and  they spoke out  q u ite 
loud ly .  

The resu lts of t he  e lecti o ns, he ld  o n  161 11 Novem ber, 
showed m a ny heads  of the  co m ponent  pa rt ies i nc l ud ing 
M i r  G hous  Bakhsh  B i zenjo (contested fro m two seqts of 
· J loch ista n ) , Asg h a r  Khan ,  She rbaz Kha n M a za r i, Fatahyab 
· ' i Khan and  Rasoo l Ba khsh Pa l ijo lost  their  seats .  

Larka na ,  home d istr ict  of  Bhu tto, created h istory, when it  
e lected wo men from its  a l l  t h ree const i tuenc ies, i nc l ud i ng 
Benaz i r  B h utto, who contested from t h ree seats of  La hore, 
L iyar i  a nd La rka na  a nd won a l l  three, her  mother  Nusra t  
Bh utto a nd B e gum Ashraf  Abbass i ,  l a ter  Deputy Spea ker o f  
the N ati o n a l  Assem b ly .  Benaz i r  go t  96 .71% of the tota l 
casted votes, which beca me world record and  got ment ion 
in  G u i n ness Book of  Records.  Kha i rpu r  showed an 
u n t h i n ka b le resu lt ,  i n  wh ich P i r  Pagaro, one of the  m ost 
i n fl uent ia l sp i r i t u a l  l eaders a n d  sta unch  s u p porter  of 
Genera l  Z ia  was defe a ted by young. PPP cand idate  Pa rvez 
A l i  Shah by the  m a rg i n  of 54,000 v�tes .  I J I  ch ief  G h u l a m  
M u stafa J a to i  contested two of h is home const i tuenc ies  i n  
S indh  b u t  lost both o f  those t o  PPP cand idates with b ig  
m a rg ins  of 40,000 and 15,000 votes.  One of those 
consti tue ncies he had  won i n  every e lecti o n  s i nce 1956 .  
M o h a m med Kha n J u neja, the  fo rmer PM under  G e ne ra l  
Z ia ,  lost h is seat  b y  the m a rg in  of 19 ,000 votes fro m 
Sanghar. The care take r  I n format ion M i n is ter  l l l a h i  Bakhsh  
Soo m ro was  d efe ated by PPP cand idate  Agha Tar iq from 
Sh i ka rpur  by the big m a rg in  of ove r 20,000 votes. I n  
Ka rac h i, a l l  J a maat - i - l s la m i  cand idates inc lud i ng I J I  
Secretary Genera l  G h a foor  Ahmed lost t o  newly e m e rged 
M o h aj i r  ( la ter  M uta h i d a )  Qa u m i  Movement .  

The e lect ions resu l ts  were a l so d isastrous fo r m a ny 
co nf ida nts of G e n e ra l  Z i a  i n  Punjab .  O n e  among  them a 
fe dera l  m i n ister  i n  Z ia  ca b inet  G h u l a m  Dastag i r  Khan  lost 
to A man  U l l a h  of PPP  i n  G uj ra nwa la .  Another  Z ia  cab i net  



Civil Disobedience against Zia 1 981-1988 2 7 3  

m i n ister Raja Zafa r u l  Haque lost from Rawa lp ind i .  I n  
M u lta n Yousif Raza• G i l an i  o f  P P P  defeated Nawaz  Sharif by 
over 17000 votes .  �har if  had a lso won his nati o n a l  a n d  
p rovincia l  seats fro m Lahore a n d  later becam e  t h e  Ch ief  
M i n ister P u nj a b .  NOP President a nd a ce ntra l  M RD leader  
Sherbaz M azar i  was defeated by P P P  'Ca nd id ate Ash ique  
Mazar i .  

Lt . Genera l  ( Retd . )  Faz le  Haq ,  the Front ier  Ch ief M i n ister 
and Senator, who after  rema in ing Provinc ia l  M a rt ia l  Law 
Ad m i n istrator and Governor for seve n yea rs, t r ied h is  luck  
i n  the  pa rty-based e lections from fou r  p rovincia l seats  a n d  
lost a l l  the contested seats. 

Overa l l  17 wom e n  ca nd idates contested for the N a ti o n a l  
Assem bly seats a nd four among t h e m  Benaz i r, Nusra t  
B hutto, Begum Ashraf Abbassi a n d  Abida H ussa i n  wo n 
against the i r  m a l e  o pponents.  

After much re lucta nce, Benaz i r  B h utto, a s  the chief of  the 
l a rgest par l ia m e ntary party was ha nded over cond it io na l  
power a n d  to ok  oath  a s  P M  on  2"d Dece m ber - 1988:  Her  
eighteen mo nt h s  ten u re

. 
a s  P M  w as  fu l l  of d rea m s  and  

consp iracies.  

In her f irst a d d ress to the  nation, after taking oath a s  
Pr ime M in ister, Benaz i r  B h utto a nnounced m a ny steps. She  
restored tra de u n ions  a n d  students u n ions, p ro m ised to  
d issolve th e  N ationa l  P ress Trust, l auded  the ro le of  
wom e n  .i n  struggle a n d  com m itted to u nderta ke reforms to 
i mprove the status a nd r ights of women;  she put a stop to 
the  press a dvice system,  fi nd i ng ways fo r the honorab le  
a cq u itta l  of  the  po l itica l p riso ners a n d  the protect ion of  
re l igious m i n o rit ies .  



3- Trade U nion Movement---

an Overview 

The Ara b h istoria ns  na rrate t h a t  i n  t he  ten th  century, 
S i ndh  had  many sugar, carpet and  text i le  facto ries, with 
every factory e m p loying l abor  not  m ore than one  dozen .  

I n  P u nja b, Lahore, M u l tan  a n d  S i a l ko t  were s i tuated the  
m a i n  ce n ters for the  prod uct ion  of text i l e, ca rpets, 
o rna m e nts a n d  wea pons .  Dur ing the re ign of A l l a u d i n  K h i lj i  
( 1290- 1 320)  t here were factories h i ring  1 50-200 workers .  

After  the  occ u pa t ion  of S indh  by Akbar  and  i ts  a n nexure 
into M ug h a l  E m pire, the  prod uct ion  of ha nd-work i n  S ind h 
a nd P u nja b  grew ra p id ly  d uri ng the  late  s ixteenth  and  ear ly  
seventeenth  centu ries. Dur ing the  Akbar  e ra ( 1556-1605)  
major port ion of  sugar and  carpets  fo r k i ng's court was 
sup p l i ed  from S indh .  To e n hance the product ion,  Akbar  
re p laced t he  barter  system with  cash  wages .  Akbar  a l so 
e sta b l ished a sh ip  m a king  fa ctory i n  Thatta,  where more 
than  one  hundred workers were e m p loyed . 

During th i s  per iod,  economy of P u nj a b  got  a boost when 
Akba r · s h ifted h i s  cap i ta l  to La hore a nd began the  
construct ion of forts; gard ens  and other  bu i l d i ngs; the  
a rt isa ns were i nvited from a l l  p l a ces, who t ra i ned the  loca l  
popu lat ion ,  resu l t ing  i n  rap id  growth of fa ctories and  other  
mecha n i zed e nt i t ies  t h roughout  P u nja b .  
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Acco rd i ng to the  E u ropean  t rave lers of S indh  d u ri ng 
seventeenth  centa u ry, Thatta was a n  advanced t rade 
centre a t  that  ti me a nd had  over  30 thousand fa br i c  
m a k i ng u n i ts .  Accord i ng to Br i t i sh  sa i lo r  A.  H a m i l ton,  i n  
context o f  soc ia l ,  econom i c  a n d  cu l t u ra l  d eve lopme nt, 
Thatta co u ld  match  with any E u ropean  city a n d  everyth ing  
re q u ired fo r the  h u m a n  society a nd necess a ry fo r i t s  
fu nct ion ing was  be ing  p roduced h e re .  I n  t h e  e igh teenth  
century, 30 percent  p o p u la ti o n  of S indh  res ided  i n  c ities, 
wh ich  was h ig her  t h a n  the  average of European  co u n t ries . 
D u ring  t he  late seve nteenth  a n d  ea r ly  e ighteenth  
centu r ies, Bahawa l p u r, Oera Ghaz i  Khan  a nd Dera I s m a i l  
K h a n  of  the  M u lta n p rovince a lso e m e rged a s  h a n d icraft 
centers.  At these p l a ces, fa ctor ies were yet  to  be  
esta b l i shed,  b u t  t he  a rt i sa ns, i n d iv idua l l y  o r  i n  t h e  gro u p  
were prod uc ing a rt i facts .  Loca l l y  such p l aces were ca l l ed  
' H u m ka r i ' .  

The g rowth i n  t rade  and  i n d u stry a nd the  t ra nsact ion  in  
cash  rat h e r  t ha n  ba rte r  syste m  d i rect ly i nf lu e nced the  
socia l  s t ruct u re of  ru ra l  reg ions .  S i nce c u lt iva t i o n  of  cotton 
was h igh ly  adva n ced i n  both S indh and P u nj a b, t he  r u ra l 
popu la t ion ,  i n  the free t i m e ,  now for the  f irst t i m e  beca m e  
engaged i n  cotton p i ck i ng, sp i nn i ng  th read a nd o pe ra t i n g  
o i l  p resses .  I n  the  sugar-cane a reas ,  suga r wa s produced 
fo r the commerc ia l  p u rposes.  The Ba loch ,  B ro h i  a n d  
Pashtoon tr i bes were e ngaged i n  t he  mak ing  of  ca rpets  
and l ea ther  i tems .  

At t h e  beg i n n i n g  of  the  seventeenth  cen tu ry, t h e  socio
struct u r a l  cha racte r ist ic  of  rura l  S i nd h  was t h a t  every 
v i l l age h a d  i ts  own b lacksm ith ,  ca rpenter, shoe m a ke r  a n d  
b a rber .  A s  t he  a rt i sans  were fro m the  lowest soc i a l  l evel ,  
so beca use of  the  socia l  d iscr i m i nat ion  and l i m ited  sources 
of  inco m e ,  they sta rted sh ift i ng  to the  u rba n centers .  By  
the  end  of t he  seventeenth  cent a u ry, the  product ion  of  
fa b ri c, sh oes, ca rpet  and  i ron  goods  a l most  cam e  to an  end  
i n  t he  ru ra l  a reas  and  had m oved to the  c i ty  m a rkets,  
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which not on ly strengthened the m igration from rura l to 
u rb a n  a reas an d  cash- intensive trade but a lso paved way 
of  the ma k ing of new cit ies/towns .  In the first h a l f  of the 
seventeenth centau ry, c ities  of Sh i karpur  ( 1617) ,  Kha i rpur  
( 1 638) ,  Kha npur  ( 1638)  and  J a m p u r  ( 1643)  e m e rged . 
Whi le ,  a fter  someti me Karach i  ( 1729 ), a s  a port-trade 
ce ntre a nd Hyderabad ( 1768)  a s  an  ind ustria l and  trade 
ce ntre emerged . 

- �  

In the early  e ighteenth centau ry, as the M ugha l  E m pire 
c rumb led, the economy we nt  i nto recession a n d  most of 
the  facto ries shutdown or  went i nto the private p coperty 
of l andhold ing c la sses, which resu lted in heavy 
u n e mp loyment of the sk iUed  wo rkers. Ta k ing advantage of 
th is  golden o pportun ity, the rich c l ass, especia l ly the u rban  
traders esta bl ished the i r  factories b y  acqu iring the  cheap  
labor, so  that  d u ri ng th is  period m a ny  new factories were 
establ ished i n  Thatta, Sh i karpur  a nd K ha irpur .  

Although the civi l  war between Ka lhora ru lers ·of S i ndh  a n d  
Ta l p urs, resu lted i n  a h uge loss t o  t h e  economy of S indh 
but the hand icraft work  and trade cont inued to grow i n  
Karachi ,  Hyderabad a n d  Sh i"'9rp u r. 

Uba idu l l ah  Aseer, a visitor to S indh, d u ring th is  period, 
writes that  S indh had i mport-export" bus i ness with Ka b u l, 
Kandahar, Herat a nd  B u kh a ra .  

Ti l l  the beginn i ng o f  the  n in eteenth centa u ry, the t rade  
acti vities o f  S i n d h i  H indus  h a d  grown a n d  d u ring 1 809-36, 
they estab l ished 300 factories of fa br ic, leather, iron a n d  
other items.  Most of the  trade i n  S i n d h  w a s  i n  h a n d s  of 
H indus  as M us l ims co ns idered it a low economic  a ctivity. 
This cou ld  be judged from the fact that  in Sh i karpur, 923  
o ut of 1276 shops were owned b y  H ind us .  

I n  1 840, the popu l atfon of the u rb a n  centers i n  S i ndh  
reached to  two h u ndred a nd si>Hy thousa nds, out  of which 
fifty tho usa nd were from the  a rt isa n c lass .  
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S ince a ncient  t imes, the t rade and  eco nomic l ife of Punj a b  
w a s  l i n ked with t h e  ca rava ns com i ng fro m Afghan ista n a n d  
a s  i n  1 6 6 6  t h e  relati ons between t h e  M ugha l  E m pire a nd 
I ra n  were d isturbed; so Aura ngzeb proh ibited the  trade 
th rough Afg h a n i sta n ,  which caused an economic crisis for 
Punjab and  m ost of the s i l k  a n d  cotton fabrics, shawls, 
orna m ents a nd ca rpet factories were forced to close down.  

Dur ing t his period as  the  centra l government weakened, 
the conflicts between the landed a ristocra cy of P u nja b 
sharpened a nd tak ing advantage of it, Ahmed S h a h  Durran i  
occupied P u nj ab, which further  d amaged i t s  economy. I t  
was not unt i l  Ra njit S ingh u n ified P u nj a b  that  o nce a ga i n  
u p l ifted its economy i n  t h e  e arly n ine'teenth  cen tury. 

The E uropea n interest in Sindh had  roots long before t h e  
B rit ish occupat ion o f  t h e  Sub-Cont inent, a s  t he first 
d e legat ion of the East I nd ia  Com pa ny visited Thatta in 
1 6 1 3  to judge the resources of S i ndh  a n d  poss ib i l ities o f  
trade re lat ion"S with it .  They esta b l ished the i r  first factory 
here in 1635 ,  the ma in  purpose of  t h is factory was to 
acqu ire item s  by the S indh i  and P u njab i  a rt i sans  a n d  
export these t o  t h e  Eng land a n d  other  cou ntries.  The 
exp loitat ive att itude of the foreigne rs forced the  loca l 
popu lat ion to boycott t h is factory, w h ich was eve ntua l ly 
closed down i n  16 6 2  a n d  the  trade re latiohs between  
S indh  a n d  Eng land  were severed a n d  rem a i ned so t i l l  e a r ly : 
e ighteenth century. 

Later, in ea rly e ighteenth centu ry, with the hel p of the  
B rit ish government, East I nd ia  Co m pa ny got . a per�iss ion  
to open a factory here but once aga in ,  on  the  rese ntment  
by  the loca l popu lat ion , . the S i n d h  government  i mposed 
heavy taxes on the Com pany forci ng  it  to  close down.  As  
Ta lpu rs came to the power i n  t783,  the  trad e  re lations  
were restored . The  S indh i  ru lers were forced in to  a n  
agreement  that  the French wi l l  not  b e  a l l owed t o  enter  
S ind h .  Dur ing the  fi rst fiftee n  ,years of  the  i ndependent 
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trade between 1813- 1828, the i m port of texti le  i tems from 
E ng l and  rose to t h ree-fold h igh e r  a nd with tha t  the  
demand  of loca l text i l e  demand  reduced every year .  The 
B ri t i sh  s h i ps were ca rry ing sugar, cotton and leather  on 
the i r  retu rn  voyage . 

Some Eng l ish experts suggested to the i r  government  tha t  
a n  agreement rega rd ing usage of R i ver  I ndus  fo r t rade 
pu rposes could boost  the  Br i t i sh  economy, so between 
1832  a n d  1843 Br itish  offi c i a l s  d id s ix  agreements wi th  the  
ru le rs of S indh  and  by tha t  S indh  lost  i t  economic  and  
po l i t i ca l  sovere ignty.  The Br i t i sh  i tems were tax exem pted 
fro m Fe rozpur  to sea-ports, which a ntagon ized the a rt i sans  
and s m a l l  t raders, who l a u nched an a nt i -B ri t i sh  ca m pa ign  
i n  Hydera bad,  Karach i ,  Rohri a nd Sukkur  d u r ing November
December  1838 .  I n  response the  Br itish a utho r iti es 
u n leashed ruth less aggress ion a n d  occ u p ied the  a bove 
m e nt ioned c i t ies .  

Soon aft e r  the end  of the  Wa r  of  I ndependence of 1857, 
t he  p roject of lay ing the  ra i lway t rack  between Karach i  a n d  
Kotr i ,  near  Hydera bad w a s  la unched . T h e  m a n u a l  l abor  i n  
construct ion work w a s  pa id  e i gh t  to ten  rupees a month .  
Th i s  wage was  co ns idered  l ow  by the  loca l workers,  who 
sta rted s lowing the  work which resulted i n  the  i m port of 
workers from other regions, on t h a t  often S i n d h i  loca l s  
were react ing by at tacks  on  Br i t i sh  offi c i a l s .  

Afte r  comp let ion of ra i lwa y  network system i n  S i ndh  a nd 
P u nj a b, the  need of coa l  a ro used, which,  bes ide  i ron ,  
copper  a n d  other  m i n e ra l  was ava i l ab l e  i n  a bu nda nce i n  
Ba loch ista n .  T o  be a b le  to i n it i a te m i n ing  work free ly, the  
Br i t i sh  occup ied  the  Ba loch  a reas .  

I n  the seventh  decade of  the  n ineteenth  century, i n  a reas  
tha t  now-days const i tute Pa kista n,  there we re m o re than  
300  s m a l l  factor ies of fa br ic  m a k i ng, ca rpets, i ro n, l eather  
and  tobacco, where  a ve rage more tha n twenty  persons 
were worki ng .  Howeve r a l l  of these were without 
ma ch i ne ry of modern tec h no logy. By the end  of  the e ighth  
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decade,  in  Punj a b, fa ctories with  modern mach inery 
e me rged a n d  these were fu lfi l l i ng  the req u i re m e n t  of the  
cap ita l i st m ode of product ion .  Most ,of these  factories 
were owned by the b lack-ma rkete rs of Lhe cotton o r  the 
big t raders .  D u ring  the n inth  decade of the n i neteenth 
century, the text i le-re l a ted factory wd'rkers i n  Waz i rista n 
and  Dera I s m a i l  Kha n  a nd  suga r-re lated workers i n  
Peshawar, M a rd a n  a nd  B a n n u  were fac ing the  ex t re m e  
fo rm of  e xp lo i tat ion . 
During 1877,  Ra i  Ba h a d u r  M e l a  Ra m esta b l i shed fi rst 
texti le m i l l  in Lahore .  Somet ime late r, the cotton g i nn i ng  
fa cto ries were esta b l ished in  M u lta n ,  Hyde ra bad, O ka ra 
a nd Lya l l p u r  with stea m a nd  d iese l  eng ines .  By the  e n d  of  
n i neteenth  century, the  B ri t ish factory owners  were a lso 
i nvest i ng i n  the  loca l i nd ustry .  I n  th i s  rega rd, the  cotton 
prod uction in Punjab  got p r imary attent ion  a n d  the  
number  of cotton-re l ated factories reached to 1 14 by 
1 904, wh i le  the  n u m be r  of ind ustr ia l  l a bo r  reached to 
twe nty fi ve thousands  by 1908 . 

The m a i n  reason beh ind  the  estab l i shment  of  the  
ind ustr ia l  u n its  was the  sk i l l ed  l a bor  of S indh  a nd Punjab, 
who had  lost  t he i r  or ig i n a l  work due  to d iscr im inated 
po l ic ies  of the E m pire a nd they gave b i rt h  to the  ind ustr ia l  
pro letar iats .  

Usua l l y  the  factory workers were se lected by the Jobbers, 
who c h a rged a month ly  fees from the wo rkers but  the  rea l  
exp lo iters were the  fa ctory owne rs .  

I n  g reed of  profit a nd com pet it ion with the  E u ropean  
i tems, the  factory owners were fo rci ng  the  workers to 
e xtend t h e i r  work-hours to s ixteen hours a day .  I n  1881 ,  
fi rst fa ctory l aw was  a p p l ied i n  I nd ia ,  wh i le  i n  1892 a l l  
workers were e nt it led t o  a week ly-off. 

I n  compa r ison of Punjab, the  speed of est a b l ish ing  
fa ctor ies i n  S ind h was  s low a nd  i n  the  first fo rty years  of  
B riti sh  ru le ,  on ly  13  sma l l. e r  fa'ctor ies were esta b l ished b ut 
du r ing the  F i rst World Wa r  th i s  n u m be r  grew and  reached 

,·· 
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94 in 1 9 1 8 .  I n  Sh ika rpur, Sukkur, Kha'irpur  and  Karachi 
workers from Pakhtoon and Ba loch a reas  were getting the 
work.  Because of  the h igh  rat io of  m ig rat ion to S indh,  
wages were low i n  com p a rison to Punjab .  

I n  the  ea rly  period of twentieth centaury, industria l units 
were esta b l ished i n  B a loch ista n a lso but here only few 
s pecific sectors l i ke p rod uction of agro-items, minera ls,  
construction of ra i lway a nd irrigation systems  were 
p ro moted . Regard ing B a loch p roleta riat, one should keep 
in  mind that beca use o f  the  under-deve loped capita l i st 
re la t ions, the l a nd- less peasants a n d  the unemp loyed 
sk i l led  workers from here were m igra ting to the developed 
a reas of Punjab, S indh a n d  Bombay. 

When i n  1 8 9 1, the factory owners in Sindh and Punjab 
s lashed the workers' wages by 2 5-30%, s pontaneous 
str ikes were observed in  Lahore, Rawa lp ind i  and  Karachi. 

O n  9th  Ma y  1 8 9 1 ,  ra i l way  workshop workers in  Lahore 
wen t  o n  str ike, which was the first orga n ized strike i n  this  
region and a ccord ing to the  Times of  I ndia; it cu lm inated 
with victory of the workers.  

During 1892-96, ra i lway workers in  Roh ri ,  S ib i, Jaco babad 
and Karachi  went on  b rief  str ikes, m ostly for equal  wages 
for workers in d iffe re n t  regions  a n d  red uction in working 
hours.  S ince 1897, workers of comparatively b igger texti le  
factories, cotton g i n n ing a nd river-transport a lso took  part 
i n  the  stri kes for a raise i n  wages. 

Some rad ica l  e lem ents bega n a nt i -Brit ish pro paga nda in 
the ind ustria l a n d  t ra nsport workers, which spread to the 
peasa ntry, sold iers a n d  urban m idd le  c lasses. Ignoring the 
strict restrictions by the admin ist ration  d u ring  1896, with 
the p a rt ic ipat ion of ra i lway, port a n d  texti le  workers, a big 
publ i c  m eet ing was o rg a nized in Karach i .  

I n  Nove m ber 1899,  the  ca m pa ig n  for the  boycott of  B ri tish 
i tems was i n i t iatec and the  workers a t  KarachiPort jo ined 



Trade Union Movement----an Overview 281 

i n  and refused to u n load the foreign goods .  To counter the 
workers' pa rt ic ipat ion in  a nt i -Brit ish m ovem e nt, a n  
employers' a ssociation  of 200 factories was formed i n  
Punjab with t�e back ing of B rit ish cap ita l i sts, so tha t  a 
joint act ion agai nst the workers could be taken .  

On 20th J a n u a ry 1906, Garriwa l l a s  of Hydera bad  went  on  
strike aga i nst a d i rective by the loca l po l ice . Not a s ingle 
hackney ca rriage aame on  the roads for t h ree  days .  

In  May 1 906, the strike ba sed struggle of  ra i lway, port a n d  
texti l e  workers intensified a n d  they sta rted d e m a n di ng the  
end  to  Brit ish ru le  beside a ra ise i n  the i r  wages .  I n  Sukkur, 
rai lway workers confronted with the  pol ice.  

On 13th Dece m be r  1906, in  so l idarity with the S indh i  
peasa ntry, the texti le workers i n  Karach i  observed t h ree
day str ike a nd on 27th Dece m be r, att acked the  reside nti a l  
colony of  B rit ish officia l s .  

Two months a fter the format ion of A l l  Ind ia  M us l i m  League 
i n  Dh aka ,  o n  6th December  1906, a n u m b e r  of  m eeti ngs in 
Ka rachi ,  H yderabad, M ul tan  a n d  Peshawa r were organ ized 
during Febru a ry 1907 and the  same yea r witnessed fi rst 
H indu-M us l i m  clash between the H indu  t ra d e rs a n d  
M us l im workers i n  Sh i ka rpur, wh ich beca m e  a tool for 
p ropaga nda  for the Brit ish officia ls  to create comm u n a l  
tens ion .  

I n  1907, the  people of Rawa l p i n d i  rose aga i nst the  B rit ish 
Emp i re a nd attacked the government  offices. To suppress 
the re be l l ion ,  a rmy was ca l led- in  but the rai lway workers 
refused to tra nsport the so ld iers to the  d isturbed a reas, 
whi le  the workers in  the Ord i n a nce factory refuse to 
p repare the a m m unit ion . These str ikes by the workers, 
contr ibuted in the u n ified svuggles by the  workers a nd 
peasa nts .  Aft e r  some ti me, 9 5  active p a rti cipants of t h e  
Rawa l p ind i  rebe l l ion were a rrested a n d  ex i led to Burma . 
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Scared of 1907 u p r is ings of workers a n d  peasa nts, the loca l 
bourgeois a n d  fe u d a l  lords a l igned with B ri t ish offic ia l s .  O n  
t h is issue a r ift occu rred between the  i i bera l  a n d  
d e m ocrati c  e lements in  t h e  Congress meeti ng o f  1907 . 

The rad ica l e le ments  of Punja b trave l led to the  fa r a re a s  of  
Ch itra l ,  D i r  a nd Swat  to  reach  the wide r  popu lat ion  and  the  
records of secret po l i ce  ment ion  that  the move m e nt 
aga inst the B rit ish ru le  was not restricted on ly  in  Benga l  
a n d  Punjab  but  was  tak ing roots in  Northe rn a reas  a s  we l l .  
As  a resu l t  of  th is po l i t ic i zat ion,  t he  worke rs in  Ch i t ra l a n d  
D i r  bega n p rotest i ng  aga inst  the fo rced l abor  o n  the  
construct ion s ites of m i l ita ry ca nto n m e nts; stopped work  
and  attacked Br i t i sh  offic ia l s .  Decis ion of send ing  m o re 
m i l i ta ry troops i n  these a reas was taken a n d  m a ny worke rs 
of Punj a b, who p rotested against the  operat ion,  were 
a rreste d .  On t h is a ct ion,  c it izens of La hore demonstrated 
on  the  road s  of Lahore fo r more than  fo u r  hours .  

I n  1908 ,  the North-Western Ra i lway workers, a long  with  
the i r  comrades  in  Bom bay, pa rticipated i n  a str ike aga inst 
t he  a r rest of T i la k, the  e d itor of t he p rogressive m agaz ine  
Kesa ri ,  who was  sentenced fo r s i x  years a fter  the  
enforcement of P ress Act. 

On 10th June  1909, the Ga rriwa l l a s  a n d  hackney ca rr iage 
p ropr ietors of Ka rac h i  went on  str ike aga inst the  a trocities 
of the po l ice .  In the i r  petit ion subm itted to the Distr ict 
M a gistra te of  Ka rachi ,  t hey sa id  that t h e i r  old gr ieva nces 
a s  d eta i l ed  i n  t he ir  petition  of the  19th Octo ber  1908 had  
y e t  not  been  red resse d .  

Aft e r  a ga p of few yea rs, i n  19 12 ,  once a g a i n  l a b o r  
movement  su rfaced t o  p rotest aga inst t he  n e w  fa cto ry 
laws, which had  rep l aced the  1 8 9 1  laws .  

As  E ng l and  got involved in  the  F i rst Wo r ld  War  in  1 9 14 a nd 
dec l a red I nd ia ,  its co lony, a pa rty to it, t he  cond i t ions  of  
the  working c l asses worsened . Du ring the  war ,  t h e  E m pire 
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recru i ted  a l a rge n u m b e r  of  so ld iers fro m Punj a b  a nd 
NWFP a n d  co l lected m o re g ra i n  a n d food i tems from the  
agri cu l t u ra l a reas  of the  reg ion .  O u t  of 1 . 3  m i l l ion  I n d i a n  
so ld iers, w h o  we re recru ited fo r the  wa r, m a ny were sent  
to the  o rd i n a nce fa ctor ies in  E n g l a n d .  F ive h u n d red  
thousa nd of those  so ld i e r- l a borers were fro m Punj a b, who 
under  the  d u ress of pr i ce-h ike  a n d  low wages  t u rned to 
t rade  un ions .  

Du r ing t he  workers' str ike .a t Karach i  Po rt, the  a rrest of  
l eaders added the  po l i t ica l d ema nds  to i t  a n d  separat ion  of  
S indh  fro m Bombay P res ide ncy beca m e  major  demand  by 
t h e m .  

On  1st  A p r i l  1 913 ,  the  butchers of  Karach i  we n t  o n  st r i ke  
to p rotest aga i nst the  d i rect ives of the  H e a lt h  Officer ,  
wh ich d isa l lowed ca r ry ing  of meat by the  butchers in  t h e i r  
o w n  ca rts fro m the  s la ughter-ho uses t o  the  ma rkets . 

D u r ing  t he  WWl, a rap i d  i nd ustr ia l g rowth was observed i n  
t he  N o rt h -Western pa rts of  I nd i a ,  wh ich  na tu ra l ly 
prod uced a l a rge n u m be r  of pro letari a t, who o rg a n ized 
t he m selves i n  e a r ly u n i o n s .  The October  1917 revo luti o n  in  
R uss i a b ro ught  a nother  d i mens ion  i n  the  work ing c lass  
movement  a n d  now the  m a i n  c h a racte rist ic  of the 

.m ove me nt  was ,  i n stead  of  o rga n i z i ng str ikes i n  i nd iv id u a l  
factor ies, jo int  str ikes i n  e a c h  sector we re be ing o rga n ized .  

Afte r  t h e  e n d  of  Wa r, Eng l a nd  backed-out  from its 
com m i tment  of Dom i n io n  status of I nd i a  a nd to p rotest 
aga inst t h is, the str i ke-com m ittees were fo rmed in  
Karach i ,  La h o re ,  Rawa l p i n d i  and  other  c it ies,  w� ich  c re a ted 
a new u n ity a mong the  workers .  I n  p rotest aga inst t he  

'-massac re o f  J a l l i a nwa l a  B a gh ,  p rotest ra l ly a n d  str ikes 
were o rga n i zed by the workers in  every c i ty  of S indh ,  
Ba loch i s tan ,  Punj a b  and  NWFP .  To  s u p p ress p rotests in  
G ujra nwa l a ,  figh ter  p lanes  were se nt, a s  a res u lt of  wh ich  
many of  t he  proteste rs were  k i l l ed  and  property da mages 
beca use of  t he  b o m b a rd ment .  D u ri ng th i s · revo lu t ionary 
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u prisi ng that  conti nued for three months, 8 major strikes, 
37 pub l ic meeti ngs a nd demonstrati ons  were orga n ized i n  
th e  region.  

During 1919 a nd 1921, the workers a ssociat ions were 
formed by the Postal a nd Telegra p h  workers i n  d iffe re nt 
a reas of Bombay P residency inc lud ing S indh  and  the  
ra i lway workers acted i n  same m a n n e r  i n  Karachi  and  
Sukkur. These associat ions were formed on  the  region a l  
bases. 

During the 1 9 19 gen e ra l  strike by the ra i lway workers i n  
Punjab, a trade u nion  was formed with three thousan d  
members. O n  the  refusa l of recognit ion b y  the 
admin istrat ion,  the  strike was intensified a n d  forcing the  
admin istrat ion to bow-down to the  demands  of the  
workers a n d  g ive them a wage-rise of  40-100%. Th is  
victory by rai lway workers inspired the  workers o.f other  
sectors, who a lso started forming the i r  o rgan izat ions a nd 
d uring 1920-27, many i ndustri a l  u n its a n d  the port workers 
formed the ir  o rganizat ions.  H owever a s  i n  the ea rly period, 
total number  of workers, exclud ing ra i lways, which in 1925 
had one h und red thousand e m ployees, others had  very 
few orga n ized m e m be rs. I n  1925  80% of the rai lway 
e mp loyees were u n ion  m e mbers. While 28% workers of 
th·e i nd ustria l u n its in P u nja b a nd 36% of i nd ustria l  labor 
was orga n ized i n  the  t rade  u n io n  organ izat ions.  

As i ndustria l  growth was s low i n  the  Pashtoon a reas, m a n y  
of t h e  uprooted peasa nts m igrated to m ajor  ind ustri a l  
centers th ro ughout I nd ia a n d  m a ny of them became pa rt 
of trade un ion a nd Com m u n ist move ment .  

I n  October 1920, the  fi rst congress of A l l  I nd ia  Trade U nion 
Congress (A ITUC} ,  formed on  the  suggestion of I nd i an  
Natio na l  Congress i n  J u n e  1920, w as  att e nded by  107 trade 
unions from the d i ffe rent  parts of Ind ia .  The u nions fro m 
S indh  a n d  Punjab  we re take11 i nto its centra l  com m ittee. 
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Because of the  p rice-h ike  i n  1921,  the  l iving sta n d a rd of 
the workers was bad ly affected,  to  formulate ·a posit ion o n  
it, provincia l trade un ion  organ izat ions persua d ed for t h e  
co ngress of  AITUC, which m e t  i n  Novem ber  192 1 a n d  with  
the economic betterment, i t  a lso d e m a n ded the  
i n d e pe n de nce of I nd ia .  

The pol it ical  ·activities by the  workers forced offic ia ls  to  
com pi le  record of their  p rotests a nd dema nds, so s ince 
M ay 1921,  the  facts -a n d  figure s  a bout  the  i ndustria l issues 
were being recorded.  Labor departm ent cons idere d  a 
c losure of factory for more than  24 hours a nd i nvolvem e n t  
of t e n  persons a s  a n  i ndustri a l  d ispute b u t  no  d i ffere nce 
was m a i nta i ned betwe e n  lock-out  and strike .  

M ost of the strikes i n  S indh  were based on  pol i t ica l issues . 
The ra p id i ncrease of the po l it ica l activit ies of  the  work ing 
class wa s d i rectly con nected with the  spread of Soci a l ist 
tho ught, formation of  e a rly Com m un i st groups  a nd the  
struggle agai nst the colon izat ion .  The first C o m m u n ist 
group, formed "by the I nd i a n  exi les in Tashkent d u ri ng 1920 
had some members from S indh, B a lochistan and P u nja b .  
After  a rm i ng themselves with the  ideology, t hese 
revolut io na ries ret urned home.  M a ny a mong them were 
a rrested but they a n d  the ir  com rades who esca ped a rrests 
s tarted pol it ica l work with d i ffere nt  segments of  t h e  
society, especia l ly i n  the  working c lasses.  

O n ·  10th October 192 1, a meeti ng of  the  workers 
representatives was convened i n  Lahore, which cons idere d  
the  q uest ion of t h e  format ion of  the  working class' 
po l iti ca l  pa rty a nd l aunched i ts magaz ine  ' l nqa lab' i n  1922,  
under the  ed itorsh ip  of G h u l a m  Hussa i n .  This magaz ine  
p ro pagated revolut ionary thoughts.  I n  the  same yea r, the  
fi rst ever  Comm un ist grou p, under  the  leaders h i p  of  
G h u la m  Hussa i n  was  formed i n  the region,  wh ich had  
stro ng contacts w i th  Com m un ist groups i n  B o mbay, 
M a d ra s  a n d  Ca lcutta .  This Com m u n ist gro u p, in the  
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t ra i n i ng of t h e  workers in  Punjab, a ct ively c i rcu la ted  t h e  
weekly 'Soci a l i st' l au nched b y  S .  K .  Da nge in  1922 .  

I n  a ra l ly to comme morate the  La bor Day on 1st May 1925 ,  
the  tonga  d. r ivers of Lahore fo r the  f irst t ime  ca rr ied t h e  
red f lag a n d  m a rched t h rough t h e  m a i n  roads o f  t h e  c i ty .  

The im pact  of the  a bove ment ioned Co m m u n ist gro u p  a n d  
t h e  t rade u n ions  cou ld  be seen i n  t h e  str ikes d u ring  19 24-
25, as  a l l  of t hese str i kes took· p l ace on the  ca l l  of  t rade  
un ions  a n d were thorough ly  d iscussed by  the  workers 
before i n i t i a t i ng the protest.  In  th is  rega rd, the ra i lway 
workers' str ike of M a rch 1924 is  s ign ifi ca nt, t h is s t r i ke 
co nt in ued t i l l  J u ne, but  after the  recr.u itment  of new 
worke rs by the  a d m i n istrat ion it  f izz led-out .  

In  1924,  with  the  efforts  of Com ra d e  J a m a l  D in  B u k h a r i ,  
the  Sea-m e n  U n io n  was fo rmed i n  Karach i .  Late r, to  
o rga n ize t h e  un ion,  B u khari jo i ned  Hansa l ine  S h i p p ing  
Co mpany  and  one  yea r l a ter  he became the  Ka ra c h i  
d iv is io n a l  secretary of the - North  Western R a i lways 
Worke rs' U n i o n  a nd was the  gu id ing  l ight i n  the  fo rmat ion  
of the Dockya rd a nd Karach i  Tra mway Workers' U n ion .  

I n  1926, w i th  the  he lp  of Co m m un ists i n  Punj a b, two 
groups of  workers a n d  peasa nts were fo rmed; La hore 
group  was u n i t i ng the  text i l e  workers a n d  m u n ic ipa l 
worke rs. I n  1 9 28, both these- gro u ps merged i n  Punj a b  
Mazdoor  K issa n Pa rty ( P M KP)  and  l a u nched two magaz ines 
'Mazdoor- K issa n'  and  'K i rti ' .  I n  t he ea rly days of  1929, 
P M K P  led a str ike by ra i lway workers to victory.  

I n  the l ight of  dec is ions  taken at the  second congress of 
the Com m u n ist P a rty of I n d ia ,  he ld i n  May 1927 a t  
Bom bay, new un ions were fo rmed i n  S indh  a n d  Punjab, 
i nc lud ing t he  S i n d h  Workers Assoc iat ion and  Karach i  Port 
Worke rs' U n io n .  

I n  1928,  t h e  u n ion was fo rmed i n  t he  sa l t  m i nes a t  Khewra, 
P u nja b .  
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The internationa l  eco n o m ic cr is is  of 1929-33,  had  i ts  
impa ct on  th is  region a nd accord ing  to ava i l ab le  figures, 
on ly Karach i  had 25  thousand  u n e m p loyed peop le .  To get 
r id of the  agitat ion mood of  t hese workers, the co lon iz ing 
ru lers adopted po l icy of export ing l abor  to fo reign l ands  
a nd t housand of job less  workers of S i ndh ,  P u njab  and  
Ba lochistan moved to M i d d le  East  and  Africa .  

By  t he  end of 1927,  t h e  l eaders h i p  of l a bo r  move ment  in  
S i ndh  a nd  Punj a b  t i l ted i n  t h e  hands  of reform ist e l e m e nts 
but  i n  t he later  ha lf  o f  1 920s, t he  Co m m u n ists ga i ned 
s ig n ifi cant  ground and i n  February 19 28,  o n  the a rriva l of 
S i mon  Com m issio n i n  I n d ia ,  the workers observed str i kes 
i n  La ho re, Rawa l p i nd i ,  S u k k u r, Quetta,  S i b i, Ka rach i ,  
Hyderabad,  Peshawa r and  M u l ta n .  

I n  so l ida rity with t h e i r  Ko l kata com rades, t h e  workers o f  
La hore came o u t  i n  t he  streets .  I n  o n e  o f  these ra l l ies,  t h e  
workers ra is ing a nt i - im pe ria l i sm s loga ns  a nd ca rrying t h e  
red-flag were attacked by the  po l ice a n d  were f ired u pon;  
th is  i ntensified the  ag itat ion a nd fo rced the  government  to 
fo rm a n  enqu i ry co m m ittee .  

The tear  1928 witnessed a l ong-d u rat ion  str ike by the 
Kara c h i Port  workers.  

On the p ressure of  the trade u n ion  workers,  the I nd i a n  
N a t i o n a l  Congress sess ion he ld  i n  La hore i n  Dece m be r  
1929 ,  dema nded com p lete  i nd epende nce .  However the  
workers un ity had  been  sha ttered  one  month  ear l i e r, when  
in  t h e  1 0 t h  co ngress of t h e  A ITUC, he ld  in  Nagpur  in  
Nove m b e r, d iffe rences between the  Co m m u nists  and  the  
reform ist e l ements reached  t h e  po in t  of no retu r n .  The  
Co m m un ists d e m a nded the  boycott of  Otte l l i  Co m m ission,  
re lease of the  Meerut  Consp i ra cy Case accused a nd the 
jo in i ng of the  a nt i - imper i a l is t  fron t .  The reform ist  l eaders 
o p posed these dema nds  and  l a ter  q u i t  AITUC, with  t h i rty 
t rade un ions inc lud ing of  Karach i Port,  Commerc ia l  F loat  of 
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S indh U nion and  un ion  of cotton g inn ing fa ctor ies . i n  
Punjab .  T h e  rema in ing 50 un ions, i nc lud ing of the  ra i lway, 
text i le  workers in  Lahore and S indh  a n d few from NWFP 
cont in ued with AITUC. 

Aft e r  the po l iti ca l  turmoi l  and u p ris ing du r ing 1 930-32, t h e  
Com m u n ists in  the  AITUC were fo rced to l eave t h e  
o rga n isat ion  and  they decided to  fo rm t h e  R e d  Co ngress  of  
Trade U n ions, wh ich wa s a lso jo i ned  b y  some  t r ade  u n ions  
of  S indh  a nd Punja b .  

O n  30th  M a rch  193 1, thi rd co n fe rence of the Al l  I nd ia 
Workers' a n d  Peasants Pa rties was he ld  i n  Karachi  a nd 
p res ided by Dasuanda Singh . De legates fro m Bombay a nd 
B e nga l a lso a ttended the conference .  

Under  t h e  i nfl uence of the Com m u n ists, t he workers of 
S indh a nd Punjab  i n  1934 dema nded the nationa l i za tion  of  
factories owned b y  the fore ign powers . On  the ve rd ict of  
the  ca p it a l p un ishment  to Com m un is t  leader  M uzaffa r 
Ahmed a nd sente nces t<> other  p a rty activists, 
demonstra t ions  for the i r  re lease were o rgan ized in many  
cit ies of S indh and  Punjab .  

O n  the  c a l l  of  Ant i- I m per ia l i s t  Fro nt, led by  Co m m u n ists, i n  
the  t h ree-month l ong  str ike d u ring 1934, 2 10 a c ti ve 
workers were a rrested from La hore a l o n e .  

O n  19th  November 1935, taxi d rive rs of Ka rachi formed 
the i r  u n i o� 'Taxi D rive rs' U n ion ,  which  l a te r  was  ban ned 
under the  o rders of Mayor of Ka ra ch i .  I n  p rotest  aga inst 
th is  ac t, t h e  t axi d rivers went on  str ike .  

I n  1938 ,  t h ree thousand workers of Sa t l uj Cotto n  M i l l s  
Ok a ra went  o n  a successful o n e  w e e k  long str ike,  after t h e  
unt i ri ng work b y  t h e  Co m m unist  l a bo r  l e a d e r  Co m rade 
Faz a l  l l l a h i Qurban,  who was later  a rrested and union 
a ct iv it ies were suppressed with the  he lp of po l ice, which 
were re-activated i n  1941 .  
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Qa z i  Dad M o h a m med (born in 1895 in Qa z i k h a i l  fa m i ly  of 
Ka rak, S ib i ) ,  fo rmed Ba loch ista n M a zdoor Pa rty, in t he  e n d  
of  1930s, w h i c h  ce lebrated May  D a y  in  194 1 .  Accused o f  
o rga n iz i ng t he . L a b o r  Day, Qa z i  a long w i t h  M o h a m med 
Iqba l  ( pa rty G e n e ra l  Secretary) ,  Hotu  Ra m a nd Syed 
M o h a m med Kasi  were a rrested a nd were sentenced fo r 
o n e  yea r  i m p riso n m e n t  each .  I n  1942,  Pa rty aga in  

·· c e l e b rated t he  M a y  Day,  at tended by over  one  thousand 
pa rt i c ipants  a nd add ressed by Syed M o h a m m e d  Shafi 
Asad i, Com rade  Abdu l  Kar im Shorish,  Sa rdar  G u rbachan  
S ingh, M i r  G hous Bakhsh  B i zenjo a n d  Sa rd a r  Jeet  S ingh .  I n  
a resolut ion ,  t h e  m eet ing  d e m a nded  the  fo rmat ion  of  a 
g e n u i n e  nat iona l  gove r n ment  in  I nd ia  to counter  Fasc ism .  
Qaz i  rep resented t h e  Ba loch  working c lass  i n  m a n y  
m e e ti n gs he ld  i n  Ka rach i ,  La hore, Bom bay, Ko lkata  a n d  
De lh i .  Ti l l  h is death  o n  6 t h  September  1 948, Qaz i  Dad  
M o h a m m ed p layed a n  active ro le  in  the  work ing  c lass  
po l i t i cs .  He  was b u ried  i n  t h e  Kas i  g raveya rd Quetta .  

The  overa l l  po l i t i ca l  m o b i l izat ion had a n  i m pact  o n  t h e  
sweeper  com m unity  o f  Peshawa r, who a s  the  most  
d isc r im inated sect io n of  the  so"ciety were fac ing  the  worst 
k i n d  of  econom ic a nd socia l  exp lo i tat ion .  In this rega rd, 
t h e y  prepare d  a c h a rt e r  of demands  a nd m e t  with 
d ifferen t  po l it i ca l ,  soc ia l a nd re l ig ious leaders of  the a re a .  
T h e y  got  m ost  e ncourag ing response from a M u s l i m  
re l ig ious  scho l a r  Abdu l  Ra h i m  Popalza i ,  w h o  not  o n l y  
endorsed t h e i r  d e m a nds  but  dec ide to h o l d  a Sweepers' 
conference u n d e r  h is lea d e rsh ip .  

Accord i ng to offi c ia l  secre t  reports,  i n  a meet ing  h e l d  o n  
2 1s t  Dec e m b e r  1937,  a recepti o n  co m m itt ee fo r t h e  
co n fe re nce  w a s  fo rmed and  o n  1 3 t h  m a y  1938,  a ra l l y  i n  
support of  swee pers'  d e m a nds  was brought  out  i n  
Peshawar  a nd a p u bl i c  m eet ing on  the  sa m e  n ig h t  wa s 
convened,  c h a i red  by Popa l za i .  I n  h is speech,  h e  advised 
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the  co m m u n ity to take  the  const i tut iona l  path  fo r t h e  
a cce pta nce o f  the i r  d em and s .  Another loca l l eader  
Moha m m e'd Yo un is Qu resh i  a l so a d d ressed the  meet ing .  

Aft e r  t hese enco u rag ing responses, the  swe e p e r  
co m m u n ity l a u nched a peacefu l  movement  th roughout  t h e  
N W F P  a n d  went on  str ike fo r t he  acce ptance of t h e i r  
dema nds .  D u ri ng the  str ike,  t h ree of  t h e i r  l eaders were 
a rrested in  B a n n u, who were re leased on  18th J u ly .  Th i s  
b rought  a day- long ce lebrat ion  i n  t he  sweepe rs co lon ies .  

Poo pa l za i  sent  Sohan La l a nd Qu resh i  to  Bannu fo r t h e  
gu ida nce d u ri ng the  move m e n t . Sohan L a l  w a s  a lso 
a rrested by the  a uthor ities  a nd was re leased  on 19th J u ly ,  
which was a lso ce lebrated with da nce and  ra l l ies .  In  t h e  
eve n ing  of 1 9 t h  Ju ly, sweeper  commu n ity o f  B a n n u  
orga n ized a pu b l i c  meet ing w h i c h  was addressed b y  
Qu re s h i, So han  La l a n d  H a k i m  La l o f  Rawa lp i nd i .  Speakers 
�sked the  com m un ity to i ntens ify the i r  struggle aga i nst t h e  
socia l d iscr i m i nat ion and  cap i ta l i sm ,  which t h e y  dec l a red  
was  t he  root-ca use to a l l  socio-po l i t ica l ev i l s .  

The loca l  m u n ic ipa l  a d m i n ist ra t i on  once aga i n  resumed i ts  
a nt i -workers a nd a n t i-swee pers att i t ude and instead of 
i m p l e m e nt i ng the  accepted dema nds, i t  red uced t h e i r  
wages.  T o  cons ider  the i r  l i ne of  act ion ,  sweepers ca l l ed  
the i r  meet ing  i n  Bannu  o n  9th  August, a tte nded by over 
two h u n d red  sweepers .  Sohan La l  and  Yo unis  Qu resh i  a lso 
a d d ressed t h e  meet ing .  

Another  meet ing was convened on  the very next day,  
which was a lso addressed by Dawa rka Nath  of Peshawa r .  
Du r i ng  t h i s  per iod,  contact s  were made  w i th  sweepers a l l  
over t he  N WFP ,  resu l t i ng  i n  t h e  fo rmat ion  of a sweepe rs '  
u n ion  i n  Ka l ach i .  The un ion  presented its demands  to the  
a d m i n istrat ion ,  w i th  a wa rn ing  tha t  i f  the i r  dema nds a re 
not be ing  accepted ti l l  1 5th  Aug ust,  they would a n n o u nce 
fu rt h e r  a ct ion .  
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O n  1 6th August, the  sweeper  co m m u n ity i n  Ba n n u  brought 
out a ra l ly, wh ich  m a rched th ro ugh the  c i ty a reas .  
Add ress ing the ra l ly, Quresh i  dep lo red  the  wa r 
p re p a rations  by the Br i ti sh  E m p i re .  O n  2 1st Aug ust, a 
p u b l ic meet ing fo r the  r ights of sweepers was convened i n  
Peshawa r .  Add ress ing  it, Quresh i  a nd S o h a n  La l 
e m phas ized on  the  u n ity a m o ng the com m u n ity .  

I n  the  n ight  of  2 3 rd August, a nother  m e eti ng was 
o rg a n ized in Peshawa r, att e nded by 60 sweepers a n d  
ad d ressed b y  So h a n  L a l ,  who advised t h e m  t h a t  t o  get 
better fa c i l i t ies i n  the government  jobs, they w i l l  need a 
u n ifi ed strugg le .  Later a d d ress ing  a nother  m eeti ng  o n  3 1st 
August, in Katra Resham G a ra n, he  cr i t ic i zed the Congress 
gove rnment  fo r the  baton c h a rge on the  poor .  

O n  24th  August, a nother  meet ing  of swee pers was 
o rga n i ze d  i n  Peshawa r .  Address ing  i t  Soha n La l, once aga in  
cr i t ic i zed the  Congress M i n istry a nd sa id  t h a t  i t  had  kept  
step-mother ly att i tude towards the Soc ia l ists .  He 
suggested to the sweeper  co m m un ity that  i f  t h ey wi l l  not  
strengthen the ir  u n ion ,  the ir  c h i l d re n  wi l l  cont i nue  to 
sta rve a n d  the i r  wome n  wi l l  be a bused by t h e  money
peop le .  

Sca red of th i s  � m e rg i n g  struggle by the  most  d iscri m i nated 
segm ent  of  the soc iety, the  Congress gove r n m e n t  a rrested 
Popa l z a i .  Stra nge ly  e n o ugh,  d u ring  h i s  ea r l i e r  a rrests, the 
B ri t i sh  government  had a l lotted him the  B c l a ss every t ime  
but  th i s  t ime the  nat iona l i st m in istry of Co ngress  kept h im  
i n  C c l a ss .  O n  2 1st Septe m b e r, both  Quresh i  and  S o h a n  La l  
were  issued wa rn i ngs by the Deputy Co m m iss ioner  for 
tak i ng  p a rt in the strugg le  fo r sweepers .  

O n  2 1st Dece m be r, i n  Peshawa r the workers m e e ti ng fo r 
the  se lection  of the  recept ion com mittee of  the  p ro posed 
sweepers' confe re n ce was conve n e d .  M eet ing  reviewed 
the  a rra ngements fo r the  confe re nce to be h e l d  on 26-28 
Apr i l  next yea r in  Peshawa r. To so l ic i t  outs ide h e l p, the  
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m eet ing dec ided to send a de l egat ion to Rawa l p i n d i  i n  t h e  
l a s t  week o f  December, comprised of M a u lana  A b d u l  
R a h i m  Popa lza i ,  Abd u l  G hafoor  Aatish, Moham med Yo u n is  
Quresh i ,  Ma l i k  D i l awar  Khan,  M i rza A l l ah  D i t ta ,  Fa k i r  
C h a n d  Ka p u r, Taj Moham med Aata Fa rosh a nd Abd u l  
R e h m a n  Raya . 

M o b i l i zat ion campaign fo r the confe rence sta rted soon 
a ft e r  the meet ing a nd bes ides hold ing corne r .m e e t i ngs in  
d iffe re n t  parts  of the p rovince, act ivists sta rted co l lect ing  
donat ions  fo r the confe rence expend i tures .  I n  th i s  regard,  
on 1s t  a nd  7th Feb'rua ry 1939, So h a n  Lal ,  Ram Saran 
Nagina,  G .  N .  Chatterjee and  Fak i r  Chand Ka poor co l lected 

. . 

d o n at ions  fro m the shopkeepers i n  c ity a nd sadd e r  a reas .  
-

O n  4th February, i n  the Chowk Bazar  of Peshawar  
cantonment ,  a pub l i c  meet ing  rega rd i ng  the aware n e ss on 
swe e p e rs' r ights  was convened a nd was G.h a i red  by 
recent ly re leased Popa l za i .  You n is Quresh i ,  G i a n i  Ta ra 
S ingh  of La hore, M s .  Budha  of  sweepe rs' com m u n ity who 
h igh l i ghted  the socia l a nd re l ig ious d iscri m i nat ion, Rang i  
R a m  sweeper  and M a u lana  Popa l za i  a d d ressed t h e  
meet i ng,. w h o  sa id t h a t  n o t  o n ly the sweepe rs' comm u n ity 
b u t  country needed to be l i berated . The meet ing,  in  i ts  
reso l u t io n, welcomed the  e l ect ion of S u bash Chander  Bose 
a s  Congress P res ident  a nd ho ped that  he wi l l  take youth 
i n stead  of r ight-wingers i n  h is  cab inet .  

Fo � the  proposed conference i nvita t ions  were sent  to 
t hese l u m ina r ies, M a l i k  Fa k ira Khan ,  M LA for cha i r, S u bash  · 
C h a n d e r  Bose the P res ident  A l l  I nd ia Congress C o m m ittee,  
M u nsh �  Ahmed D in ,  M a l i k  Khuda  Bakhsh Khan the Speaker  
N W F P  Assem b ly, Co m rade Teka R am Sukhan ,  Com ra d e  
Faza l l l l a h i  Qurban  t rade  u n ion  leade rs, P i r  Kamran  M LA, · 
Co m ra d e  Tee k  Chand Dha inger  M LA, La la  H u ku inchand  
M LA, M a ster Abd u l  Ra:heed M LA, Dr .  Ghosh  M LA, M a l i k  
A m e e r  Ala m Awa n Ed i tor  Ta rj u m a n-i-Sa rhad,  Comrade 
M a n i  Ram of Amritsa r, Koto R am advocate, H a rnam Das  
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Gand hi, Ba rrister  M o h a m med Jan Khan,  Chaman  La l  ta i lor, 
S irjan  Das  K u m a r  advocate, Ram S i ngh,  Katoor Khan  Baghi, 
Or. Da u l a t  R a m ,  Sa l i m  Khan ,  Haj i  Moham med Aslam Khan,  
Vishwa Mantar  Don ichand and  Master  Keva l Ram of  
Ba n n u .  

During t h e  sa m e  per iod,  to orga nize the  sweepers, a 
Front ier  Sweepers' Organ iz ing Board was formed a n d  
Sohan La l O b ra i  w a s  a ppoi nted Pro paganda Secretary of i t .  
After  its fo rmat ion ,  t h e  Board issued pa m p h l et s  a nd 
advertisements .  O n e  of these advertisements  o rigi n a l ity  
d is p layed i n  U rd u, is  be ing re p roduced here :  

'Dec larat ion  by the  Fro nt ier  Sweepers' Orga n i z ing  Board 

Everyt h ing is fo r r ich peop le  in  the  world bu t  noth ing  for 
poor. The c u rre n t  worst soc iety has no  remed ies  fo r t h e  
m iseries of  poor; n e i t h e r  the current  form of  governm e nt 
in tends  to e n d  t h e  sorrows of  the  oppressed c lasses .  S ince 
long o ppre ssed sweepers of our  p rovince a re fac ing the 
sup pressio n by the  cap i ta l i sts .  Few m o n ths ear l ier  these  
oppre ssed sweepers s tarted orga n iz ing  t h e m se lves to get  
r id  of the i r  pro b l e m s  bu t  a l l  m u n ic ipa l  co m m ittees i n  the  
province sme l led reb e l l ion  i n  t he i r  orga n isat ion ,  so t h ey 
started a b us ing  them more eagerly a nd with t he i r  
s u p press ive po l ic ies  t r i ed  to bow-down the  sweepers' 
co m m u n ity.  B u t  d u e  to our  t ime ly interve nt ion,  a l l  these  
attacks we re fo i led  a nd the sweeper  com m un ity got  the i r  
d e mands  fu l fi l l ed  i n  B a nnu ,  Kohat  and  Dera I sma i l !Sha n .  
There i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  they fa ced a b uses of  cap i ta l i 'sts i n  
the i r  s m a l l  f ights .  

To end  the m iser ies of  these oppressed sweepers and  
ach iev ing t h e i r  j u st r ights from the  m u n ic ipa l co m m ittees, 
Sweepers' Orga n i z i ng  Board has  dec ided to  ho ld  a Front ier  
Sweepe rs' Con fe re nce i n  ear ly  March,  a t  the  prov inc ia l  
ca p i ta l  Peshawar .  

' · 

Appea l  to the  peop le  of  Front ier  
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The res idents of the  Front ier  a re req u ested to come 
forwa rd in  he lp  to m a ke th i s  con fere nce successful  

(Sohan La l O bra i ,  Propaganda Secreta ry, Front i e r  Sweepers 
Orga n i z ing Boa rd)  

At  least t h ree such a dvert iseme nts/dec larat ions  were 
re leased a nd in the l a st one the deta i l  p rog ra m a n d  the l i st 
of guests and  speakers was a lso pu b l i shed .  

Accord ing to  t h is a dvert ise, t i t led  a s  ' F i rst Front ier  
Prov inc ia l  Sweepers Co n ference P rogra m'  a t  4 .30  in  the  
eve n i ng a ra l ly of  t he  sweepers w i l l  be brought  ou t  from 
the Peshawa r Cantonment, wh ich wi l l  c u l m inate  at Polo 
G round a ft e r  pass ing t h rough m a i n  ma rkets . At 5 .30, 
Mo h a m med You n is Qu resh i  w i l l  ho ist the f lag and Sad h u  
S ingh a n d  Ra m Sara n Nag ina  wi l l  recite a nthem . M a l i k  
Fa k i ra K h a n  M LA, w i l l  c h a i r  t h e  co nference .  Me ssages of 
so l ida rity wi l l  be rea d  out and Dawa rka Nath wi l l  recite a 
poem.  Afte rwa rd,  M a u l a n a  Abd u l  R a h i m  Popu l za i  wi l l  g ive 
the welcome a d d ress,  which wi l l  be fo l l owed by the  
P res ide nt ia l a d d ress .  Afte rwa rd, few re so lut ions  wi l l be 
p resented and  d ifferent  comrades wi l l  s h a re t h e i r  op i n ion 
on  those. At 6 i n  the e ven i ng  of 27th M a rch, the open 
session wi l l be h e l d .  M o h a m med Saeed Fa rig and Sohan La l 
w i l l  recite poems a bout the  workers, a fte rwa rd, 
reso lut ions  wi l l  be moved a nd fo l l owi ng persons wi l l  
add ress, P i r  K a m ra n  M LA, Co m rade Te ekchand Dheega r 
M LA, La la  Hukumchand  M LA, D r. Abd u l  Rasheed M LA, Dr.  
G hosh M LA, Comrade M a n n i ra m  of Am ritsa r a nd others .  
Meanwh i le  Ma l i k  Khud a  Bakh sh Kha n, t he  Speaker  of  
F ront ier  Assem b ly had comm itted to pa rt ic i pate a n d  
hopefu l ly he w i l l  a lso a d d ress . The pa rt i c ipat ion  o f  M unsh i  
Ahmed D in ,  Co m ra d e  Teeka  R a m  Sukha n and  Co m rade 
Fa za l  l l la h i  Qu rban i s  a l so a n t ic ipated .  I f  the  proceed ing  i s  
n o t  b e i n g  co m pleted,  i t  wi l l  be  conti n ued on  28th M a rch 
1939 .  
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Ge ne ra l  Secreta ry o f  Recept ion Com m ittee 
I m per ia l  E l ectr ic  Press Peshawar Sadder, phone no.  73 ' .  

On  8 th  M a rch ,  a meeti ng o� u ntouchab les  was  convened  a t  
the B a l m i kTe m p le ,  Peshawa r, a t tended  by l a rge n u m be r  of  
B a l m i kies  a n d  Bahasht ies .  Yo u n is Qu res h i  a t tended  t h e  
meet ing as  the re prese ntat ive of M a u l a n a  Po p a l za i  a n d  

, .. 
b riefed about the  p roposed confe rence .  He  inv i ted 
B a l m ik ies  to send the i r  t h ree  representat ives to t h e  

-. onfe rence, s o  t h e i r  s i tuat ion  a n d  d e m a nds  cou ld  be  
. h i g h l ighted . 

O n  13th  M a rch,  So han  La l cha i red a gather ing  of swee p e rs, 
o rgan ized at the Ka l a n  Chowk, B a n n u, where Dawarka  
Nath  Bagh i  recited h i s poetry a n d  Youn i s  b r iefed a bout  the  
co m i ng confe re n ce a n d  d e m anded  swee pers'  
re p resentat ion  in the assem b ly, two seats i n  m un i c i pa l i ty 
a nd l aw fo r p rovid i ng  free u n iform a nd resid e nce a s  had  
ha p pened i n  Bom bay. He  a n no u n ced tha t  the figh t  fo r 
r ig hts  of the  poor  w i l l  not  be fo ught  by the r ich a n d  
mo neyed peop le; t h e  poor h a d  t o  f ight  i t  o n  t h e i r  own.  

A l though ea r l i e r, dates of 1 5  a n d  16th  M a rc h  were fi xed 
b u t  a s  the a rriva l of Bose was not  conf irmed so t h e  
co nfe re nce da tes  were exte nded . 

The co nference preparat ions  started few days befo re t h e  
da te .  R a m  Sara n Nag ina  a n d  K i rsh a n  La l  were l ead i ng  t h e  
tea m s  fo r the  co l lect ion of donat ions .  Many  c h i l d re n  
jo ined i n  sett i ng  the  v e n u e  a nd pasted ch i ts  o n  posters  
reg a rd i ng cha nge of co nfe rence date  a s  15th to 2 6t h  
M a rch .  A spec i a l  e lectr ic ity m ete r  was i nsta l led  fo r t h e  
l i gh t  a rra ngements  a t  t h e  ve n u e .  

O n  2 6 t h  M a rch 1 9 3 9 ,  a h istor ic  ra l l y  i n  so l ida r ity of  t h e  
sweeper  co m m u n ity w a s  t aken  ou t  i n  Peshawar .  M a u l a n a  
Abd u l  R a h i m  Popa l za i  l ed  the  ra l ly, which sta rted fro m 
B a i r u n  Kohat i  Gate  a nd passed t h ro ugh B a i r u n  G a nj, Lahori 
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Gate, G a d h i  Khata ,  Sha d i  P i r, Kar im P u ra ,  Chowk Yadgar, 
Qisa K h a wa n i  Baza r, a fterward moved towa rds 
ca ntonment  a n d  reached Polo G ro und,  where the 
confe re nce  was convened .  Just before the  sta rt o f  the  
conference,  h eavy ra i n  poured  but  t h e  part ic ipants h e ld 
the i r  gro u n d s  with fu l l  en thus iasm.  

Moha m med Yo un i s  Quresh i hoisted the  conference f lag 
and Dawa rka Nath Bagh i  recited h i s  poem i n  tr ibute to t h e  
f lag.  M a l i k  Fa k i ra Kha n M LA was s u p posed to cha i r  t h e  
conference b u t a s  he  was unable t o  a ttend,  Soh a n  La l 
p roposed n a m e  of Boota Mas ih  to  cha i r, which  was 
endorsed by Rorha  Ram Ba lm ik i .  

I n  h i s  a d d ress  Quresh i  s a id that  the  red  f lag hoi sted by h im  
had  the s ymbo l s  of  Basket a n d  broom on  i t  a n d  for t h e  f i rst  
t ime i n  any confe rence,  a · flag  is  be ing hoisted . He  
exp l a i ne d  t h a t  the  red co lo r  was a jo i n t  color of  a l l  s l aves  
a n d  the  f l ag  o f  worke rs, a l l  over the  wor ld  is  m a rked with 
h a m m e r  a nd s ick le . So m a ny friends  wo u ld  s uggest t h a t  
t h e  same sym bols s h o u l d  b e  adopted h e re a lso; but  t h i s  
pa rt icu l a r  f lag w a s  prepared i n  pa rt ic u la r c i rc umstances.  
He  fu rth e r  sa id that at  p resent the bas ic issue was t h e  
independe nce of the  country a nd a t  the  t i m e  of  o u r  
st ruggle aga i nst the  B ri t i sh  E m pire, t he  f lag of sweepers 
w i l l  a bsorb i n  t he  tr i -colored f lag, which was  the sym bol  of  
a l l  nat ions l iv i ng  in  I n d i a .  But  r ight  now the  s ixty m i l l ion  
s t rong swe e p e r  co m m u n ity a l l -over I n d i a  had  renounced 
the ab uses a nd d iscri m i nat ion aga ins t  them.  He  t h a n ke d  
t h e  sweeper  com m u n ity who gave h i m  honor  to  hoist  the  
flag .  

M essages of P u njab  Assem bly m embe rs Sohan S ingh  Josh ,  
Dr .  Gop i  C h a nd ,  D r .  Satya Pa l ,  NWFP  Assem b l y  m e m b e r  R .  
B .  Cha m a n  L a l  a n d  Sa rj a n  Das a dvocate  of Bannu ,  who 
were u n a ble to attend the confe're nce, were read out. 
Afte rwa rds, M a u l a n a  Popa l za i  d e l ivered h i s  written 
p res ident i a l  spee,ch, in which h e  sa id  t h a t  the  
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i ndependence cou ld  be ach ieved t h rough the  un ity a m ong 
the  wo rking c l asses .  Sc han  La l a l ias  Boot po l i sh  rec ited h i s  
poem.  

Afte rwa rd, Abd u l  G h a foor  Aat i sh  p resented a reso l ut ion  
rega rd i ng the  a l lot m e n t  of  two seats  i n  m u n ic ipa l bodies,  
which was seconded by G hayur  M o h a m med Sha h of  Dera 
I sma i l  Khan .  The house u n a n imo usly adopted t h e  
reso lut ion .  T h e  p rocee d i ng of t h e  f irst day  end ed. a t  ten  i n  
t he  n ig h t .  Because of  the  ra i n, t h e  p roceedi ngs of  seco nd  
d a y  of  co nference were defe rred ti l l  28th  March .  O n  t h a t  
d ay, meet ing of d e legates from M a rdan ,  Na ushe h ra, 
Have l iya n, Qi fa  Shaka r  G a rh, C h a rsada,  Ko hat, B a nn u, Dera 
I s m a i l  Khan, Ka lach i, Peshawa r cantonment  a nd o ther  
p la ce s  were h e l d .  I n  t h i s  sess ion M o h a mmed Shah  of  Dera 
I s m a i l  Khan  moved a reso lut ion ,  with fo l lowin g  sa l ie n t  
po ints, 1- re p resentat ion  of  sweepers i n  m u n ic i p a l  boa rds, 
2 - recogn iti on  of  p rov inc ia l  sweepers' u n ion,  3 - recogn i t ion  
of  res ide nt i a l  r igh ts for swe e per  co m m un ity i n  the  
p rovince, 4- m a ki ng of l aw rega rd ing  fay-off t he  loa ns  
aga i nst the  sweeper  co m m u n ity, 5- demands  regard i ng 
sa la r ies, ho l i days, pens ions  a n d  u n i fo rm of  the  co m m u n ity .  

Later, Soha n  La l  p resented a t h ree-po in t  reso lu ti o n  on ,  1 -
cond e m nat ion  of  Bannu m un ic ipa l i ty  fo r t h rowing out  
sweepers fro m the res identi a l  q ua rte rs, 2- red uct ion of  
wo rk ing hours of sweepers i n  Ba n n u,  a n d  3 - wa rn ing  of 
further  act ion  i f  d e m a nd s  were not  accepted i n  t h ree 
mont hs.  

H i ra N a n d  of  Lahore refe rred to the Com m una l  Award a n d  
dec lared  i t  a too l  t o  create more prob lems fo r d iffe rent  
co m m u n i t ies of  I n d i a .  

A t  the  end  of  the  conference,  a p rovi nc ia l sweepers' u n i o n  
w a s  fo rmed a nd M oh a m me d  Yo un i s  Quresh i  was e lected 
i ts  P res id ent .  
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The fo rmat ion  of. the  provi nc ia l  u n i on  p rov ided a p l a tfo rm 
to the  most  depr ived sect ion of the  society, wh ich  created 
p a n i c i n  the  power corr idors and  i t  sta rted m a n i p u l a t ion to 
breach the  un ity of the co m m u n ity.  In  th is  rega rd,  o n  1st  
Apr i l ,  a poster issued by Sun d a r  Das of Kohat,  was pasted 
on  the wa l l s  of Ko ha t, which cr i t ic i zed few of the  office
bearers .  

I n  response, 21 m e m bers of Work ing Co m m ittee issued 
the i r  own poster, wh ich  a l leged that  Sunda r  Das,  o n  th

.
e 

inst igat ion of the a d m i n istrat ion ha d  tr ied to create a r ift 
w i th i n  the  co m m u n ity .  

After  the  fo rmat ion of the  un ion,  the m ob i l i zat ion .a n d  the 
orga n iza t iona l  work was i n it iated a nd a meet ing of over 
100 parti c ipa nts  was convened at t h e  B a l m i k  Te mp le  
B a n n u, cha i red by  Essa r Das .  I n  t h i s  meet ing  Rorha Ra m of 
Peshawa r recited poetry and So h a n  La l ,  S u n d a r  Das and  
Ve e r  Chand  of · Kohat ,  Deena  ,11 1 a l  a n d  Gu i  Hyder  of Bannu ,  
H ay a t  Saqa ,  Rah im  Sher, 8a nnu  u n i o n  P res ident  Vanjara 
and  others a d d ressed the  aud ience .  After  t h is a ser ies of 
meet ings were he ld  to orga n i ze the  sweeper  co m m u n ity 
und e r  the i r  newly fo rmed orga n isat ion a n d  many  poste rs, 
f i l led w i th  orga n izat iona l  p rogra m a n d  d e m a n d s  were 
re leased .  

With  the effo rts of Soh a n  La l a l ias  Boot Po l i sh ,  an  exc lus ive 
Swee pers' grocery store run by G o u r  Bakhsh  S ingh ,  was 
opened near Hawya G a te Bannu ,  where swee pers cou ld  
s hop  without  any  soc i a l  d iscr im ina t ion .  

I n  a meeti ng he ld  on  19th J u ne, i n  N a u s h e h ra ca ntonment, 
cha i red by M a hasha  La l Cha n d, an u l t i m a t u m  was issued i n  
case o f  non-accepta nce of demands  by 2 1 st  J u n e .  

On  14th J u ly, a ra l ly was brought  o u t  i n  M a rdan  to 
h igh l ight  the issues of B a l m ik i s  and u ntoucha b les, with the 
he lp  of Boys' Sco uts .  After  pass ing t h ro ugh d iffe rent  roads  
of the  c ity, i t  c u l m i nated a t  the Arya Sa maj Centre, where 
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a meet ing was orga n i zed and  add ressed by Kh i za n  S ingh 
a l ias L ion of  P u njab  a n d M a ra ri La l .  Fo r next two d ays, a 
Ba lm ik  con fe rence was o rga n ized .  

On  2 3 rd J u ly, a meeti ng of  over  100  parti c i p a nts  was 
convened at  M i a n  Fe roz Sha h Sa ra i ,  N a u s h e h ra a nd 
reviewed t he  a tti tude  o f  m u n ic ipa l  a uthori ti e s .  O n  24th 
and  26th Ju ly, swee pers of Naushehra took ou t  a ra l l y  i n  
persuas ion  of  the i r  d e m a nds .  

The  sweepers earned a n other  v icto ry, w hen  o n  4th  Aug ust;  
t h ree of  t h e i r  demands  were accepted after  d e m o nstrat ion  
in  fro n t  o f  Cantonment  Boa rd offices .  Yo u n is Q u resh i , Dr .  
Laj pat  Roy and K i rs h a n  M a hasha the  P res i den t  o f  
Shopkeepers Assoc iat ion  Sa d d e r  Baza r l ed  the  
de monstra t ion .  Beca use o f  the  p rotest,  month ly  sa l a r ies  o f  
fe ma le  sweeper  workers were raised by two rupees  pe r  
month .  

O n  19th  N ove m b e r, B a l m i k is of  Kohat  brought o u t  a ra l ly, 
fo l lowed by a two-day confe rence, at tended by over one  
h u n d re d  p a rt ic ipa nts a nd add ressed by Pu nja b  Ba l m i k 
Sabha  P res ident  C h u n i  La l a n d  B a l mokand Ba l m i k i, H u k u m  
C h a n d ,  Cha m ba La l ,  A l i  G o h a r  Bahasht i  and  others .  

O n  5th  Dece m b e r, a meeti ng o f  B a l m i k i  com m u nity was 
he ld ,  wh ich  e lected C h a u d h ry G ha n iya La l  as  Pre!; ide nt ,  
S u n d a r  La l  as  V ice P res ident,  Ba i ru R a m  as  G e n e ra l  
Secreta ry, a long with ,  a 28-person Sewa k Co m m ittee was 
a lso fo rmed .  

The  swe e p e rs of  Am ritsa r d ec ided  to get he lp  fro m the  
F r on t i e r  Swe e pers Un ion ,  when the i r  M u n ic ipa l ity  began  to 
l ay-off swee p ers .  A de legat ion co m p r is ing of  Khwaja Kha i r  
u d  D in ,  Cha u d h ry Qa iser Das a nd others l eft fo r NWFP  to  
i nv i te  sweepers to a tt e n d  a confe re nce in Am ritsar .  O n  9 th  
M a rc h  1940, th i s  de legati o n  re ached M a rd a n, w i th  posters 
a nd inv ited t h e  sweel!)er  co m m u nity to the  co nfe re nce, 
who contr ibuted  three ru pees to the expend i tures  o f  it .  
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This v is i t  by Am ritsa r  a ct ivists, created a pan ic  in C I D  o f  
both P unja b  a n d  NWFP, w h o  in  t h e i r  exchange of notes,  
d isc losed t h a t  i n  the same month,  few people from P u nj a b  
h a d  ca m e  t o  G h a l a Oha i r, wh ich  w a s  a centre of  t h e  
pea s an t  movement  u n d e r  M a u l a na Popa l za i .  

O n  18th  M a rch,  a de legation  of  M ardan  sweepe rs v is i ted 
Peshawa r to ga in  su pport of the  po l it ica l leadersh ip  in  
the i r  strugg le  for r ights .  

The strugg le by the sweepers of Front ie r, had i m pact  on 
other  p a rts  of  the  cou n t ry and  they a lso u n i te d .  I n  t h is 
rega rd, t he  sweepe rs of Am ritsa r convened the i r  two-da y  
co nfe re nce o n  30-3 1st  M a rc h .  

N o w  t he  m a i n  strea m  I n d i a n  N at iona l  Congress sta rted 
tak ing  sweepers co m m u n ity m o re serious ly and convened 
a m eet ing a t  t he  res idence of  Seth Sham bho Nath ,  to  
review t he  pet i t ion p resented b y  the  u n ion .  

On  1 6t h  Apr i l ,  the  sweeper  com m u n ity crossed a nother  
l a n d m a rk i n  h istory, when  i n  Peshawa r; they  e lected a 
widow Ms .  B u d h a n  as the  Vice P res ident  for yea r  1940.  

On 17th  Apr i l ,  a bout  60 sweepers of the 
M a rd a n M u n ic i pa l i ty ga the red  i n  the  Com m itteePark  a n d  
d ec ided t h a t  i f  the i r  d e m a nds  a re n o t  acce pted wit h i n  1 2  
hours,  they wi l l  g o  on  str ike a n d  sent  the i r  representat ives 
to other  c i t ies  to co nv ince the  workers not to work a s  t h e i r  
r.ep l ace me n t .  O n  the  n e x t  day, 8 8  swee pers we n t  o n  t h e  
str ike a n d  in  the  afternoon,  with the  assura nce of Dep uty 
Co m m iss ioner, they e nded the ir  str ike .  

I n  a g e n e ra l  meeti ng of sweepers on  28th  Apri l ,  at  Ba i run  
Kohat i  G a te, Peshawa r, Yo un i s  Qu reshi  i n  h is add ress, 
de man de d  the voti ng rights fo r t h e  com m u nity .  On  4th  
May  a ft e rnoon,  a bout  1 20 sweepers b rought  out  a ra l ly, 
led by You n is Qu reshi ,  who warned the  m un ic ipa l 
comm ittee of d i re conseq uences, if the  demands  of 
sweepers a re not met.  Aga i n  on  10th M ay, sweepers 



Trade Union Movemen t----on Overvie w 301 

b rought  out a nother  ra l ly, th is  t ime from t h e i r  res ident ia l  
qua rte rs, led aga in  by You n is Quresh i  and  Fak i r  Chand 
Kapoor.  Th is ra l l y  o f  a bo u t  250 pa rti c ipa nts was a lso jo ined 
by 50 Bahashti s .  One of  the  b a n n e rs, ca rr ied by the 
p a rt ic ipa nts, had  the i nscri ptio n of a m a le a nd fe m a l e  
swee per .  Qu resh i  warned a u t horit ies tha t  i f  t h e i r  d e m a nds  
a re not  be ing m et  by m i d n ight ,  they wi l l  d raw furt h e r  p lan  
of  act ion .  The  a d m i n istra t ion d id  not  com m it to fu l fi l l i ng  
the  dema nds, so  ea r ly next d ay, a bout  25  fe m a l e  sweepers 
a nd fo ur  ma l e, l ed  by M s .  Dou la t i ,  s tarted  t h e i r  ra l l y  from 
Kohat i  Gate a n d  a s  they a rr ived a t  N a m a k  M a nd i ,  po l ice 
stopped the m a l e  pa rt i c ipants  but fema les  cont i nued  t h e i r  
m a rch .  W h e n  t h e  ra l l y  reached a t  Bajo rh i  G ate ,  they  were 
to ld  that the i r  d em a n d s  had been accepted,  so they  
d is pe rsed . 

To s u p p ress the  sweepers'  movement,  few l e a d e rs were 
a rrested and few others were terminated from the service.  
Arrest wa rra n ts were issued aga i nst  Yo u n i s  Qu resh i  a nd 
ra ids  were conducted  fo r h i s  a rrest b u t  h e  went  
unde rground  to cont inue the  o rga n izat ion a l  work .  

Ta k ing  c l ue of  s uccess from the  u n ity and o rga n isat io·n in  
Peshawa r and  other  p l a ces ,  the  sweeper  co m m u ni ty  of  
Dera I smai l  Khan he ld  the i r  secret  meeti ng on  24th  August  
a nd reached seve n conse nsus d e m a nds,  to  be  presented  to 
t he  a uthorit ies a nd dec ided that  i n  case of  non-acceptance 
of d e m a nds they wi l l  b r i ng-ou t  a ra l ly .  

Sa m e  s i tuat io n  h a p pe ned in  Kohat ,  w h e re swee pers 
p resented the i r  c h a rte r  of d ema nd,  wh ich  was not 
a ccepted by the a ut h o ri t ies  so t hey sto pped work o n  26th  
Nove m be r  a n d  next day  brought  ou t  a ra l ly .  On  the  other  
ha nd,  the  c i t i zens  were a l so d i s tu rbed, beca use o f  t h e  fi l th  
a ro u n d  a n d  ca m e  ou t  in  sym pa t hy of  t h e  sweeper  
co m m u n ity.  On  t h i s  g rowing  pressure, after  t he  s t r i ke  fo r 
coup le  of days by t h e  sweepers, a uthor i t ies h a d  to bow
down a nd a cce i;;i..t t he  d e ma nds .  The lead ing f igu res  beh ind  
t he  Kohat  str ike were Bot i  R a m  a n d  Rosh a n  La l .  
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I n  1941 ,  m a ny trade un ion  leaders fro m S indh, P u njab ,  
Ba loch istan and  NWFP, jo ined I n d i a n  Federat ion  of  Labor, 
wh ich  had e iected fvi .  f\J .  Roy, as its fi rst Secreta ry G e n e ra l .  

I n  ea rly 1940s, especia l l y  aft e r  the  l ift i ng o f  ban  o n  t h e  
Co m m u n ist Pa rty of I n d ia ,  left i st t rade un ion act iv ists ,  
conce ntrated on the workers of i nfo rma l  secto r .  In  t h is 
rega rd, Comrade Ra m esh was most s ign ificant ,  who  
fo rmed m a ny such un ions  i n  Lahore and  a mong those  the  
Tonga U n ion was the  b iggest .  

I n  194 1-42, renowned poet Faiz Ahmed Fa i z  jo ined  t h e  
Tonga un ion i n  La hore, run  b y  Ramesh  Chander  C h a r l ie,  
who later joined I n d i a n  Televis ion .  In 1953,  when Faiz was 
in the Hyderabad Ce ntra l  J a i l ,  i n  con nect ion of Rawa l p i n d i  
Consp i ra cy Case, i n  o n e  o f  her  lette rs, E l is  F a i z  ment ioned  
someth ing  a bout  Char l ie ,  wb ich  ca used excitem e n t  to Fa i z  
a n d  he wrotes i n  h i s  lett er  d a ted 18th  M a rch 1 953,  'fro m 
w h e re th is our  buddy came out .  H is refe rence was joyfu l .  
Laughter  i s  b i t  natura l  w i th  hear ing h i s  name .  O n e  c a n  not  
i m ag ine  h is face without  h is  smi l i ng  face . Had  he  m a rr ied?  
I f  so ,  you shou ld  ask  h im to  m ust  send photo of h i s  w i fe to 
me.  The g i r l who had chosen h im a s  the  husba nd  m ust  be 
decorated with Victor ia Cross' . 

D u ri ng the  WWI I ,  The Sh�ops & Esta b l i shment  Act was 
passed but  it  was not  be ing i m p leme nted,  espec ia l ly 
t a i lor ing  sh ops, with one a m ong those, Essa r Dass . a n d  
So ns, on  E lepha nt ine Street ( la te r  Za i b u n n isa Street)  i n  
Ka rach i, A.  K .  H a nga l  ( la ter  renowned Bol lywood a rt ist )  
was  work ing a s  Ch ief  Cutter .  The workers of the  shop h a d  
no weekly off w i t h  pay, no m ed ica l  leave, a n d  no  'ea rned 
leave'  of 1 5  days i n  a v.ea r. Th is  was  p ra cti ce i n  a l l  t a i lor ing  
shops of t he  c ity, the  owners used to g ive p lea  tha t  t hose 
wo rkers were 'contracted'  workers . and not the regu l a r  
e m p loyees, s o  were n o t  e l ig ib le  fo r benefits .  H a nga l 
re ported the  ma tter  to Co m m u nist  Pa rty of I nd ia ' s  Karach i  
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bra nch a n d got  a dv ice of  fo rm ing a un ion  and f ight fo r 
r ight .  Pa rty l e ad ers h i p  assured its young ca d re H a nga l tha t  
i t \w i l l  o ffe r \he pract ica l  gu i d a nce .  On  the  adv i ce  of  the  
Pa rty, workers sta rted the i r  effo rts to fo rm un ion and  
conducted t he  a rea meet i ngs, most ly  cha i red  by H a n ga l .  I n  
one  such meet ing, they dec ided tha t  a l l  t a i lor ing shops in  
Ka rach i  wo u ld  go on  a one-day str i ke .  O n  t h a t  day, 
processions  were taken  out  from d i ffe re n t  co m m erc ia l  
a reas  of the  c i ty  a nd conve rged a t  t he  venue  of  pub l i c  
m eet ing .  There  we re red f lags, wi th  the  h_a m m e r  a n d  s i ck le  
logo  fl utte r ing  everywhere .  At t he  pub l i c  meeting ,  
fo rmat ion of ' Karach i  Ta i l or ing Workers'  U n ion'  and A. K .  
H a nga l  a s  i ts  fi rst P res ident  was a n nou nced . A c h a rter to 
be sent to t he  E m p loyees Assoc iat ion was d ra fte d .  I t  ra ised 
t h ree bas ic  d e m a nds;  1- Recogn ize the u n ion,  2-
lm p lement  the Shops & Esta b l i s h m e n t  Act, and 3-
Recog n i ze 'p iece'  wo.rkers a l so a s  e m p loyees.  

The e m p loyers were in a rage . They never had fa ced th i s  
k i nd  of  co l l ect ive confro ntat ion ,  so  they  ba rga i ned fo r 
t ime ,  say ing t h a t  t hey wou ld  re p ly  to d e m a n d s  i n  writ i ng .  
Few days l a ter, on  one  morn ing a s  A .  K .  H a ng a l  wa l ked i nto 
the  shop, he  was ha nded over a letter t h a t  stated that  h is  
serv ices were no  longer  requ i red  by the fi rm,  and the 
letter  shou ld be t reated a s  one  month not ice ,  such letters 
were i ssued to  m a ny of  h is fe l low u n i o n  com rades .  I n  
protest aga i nst  t h e  v ict i m izat ion  aga i nst t h e  u n ion  
m e m be rs, a l l  t a i lo r i ng  workers of the  c i ty  he ld  a protest i n  
fro nt  of  E ssa r Dass & Sons ,  a n d  ra ised s loga ns  l i ke,  'Not ice 
Wapas Lo',  'Sund a y  with Pay' ,  'Ka rach i  Ta i lor ing  Workers' 
U n ion  Z i ndabad ' .  

The  nex t  l i n e  of act ion  was a s i t - in  str ike du r ing wh i ch  
u n io n  leade rs h i p  i nc l ud i ng A .  K .  H a n g a l  a rrested under  
Trespass  Act.  O n  the  d a y, H a nga l was  m igra t i n g  to I nd ia,  
the  co u rt gave i t s  verdict in favor of Ta i lo r i ng  U n ion  tha t  
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p iece-worke rs wo u ld  be treated as 'e m ployees' ,  t hus/ 
beca me one of the ea r l iest  victory for workers i n  the  newlv 
esta b l i shed country .  

I n  1943 ,  Comrade Jama l  D in  B u khar i  of La rka na S i nd 1 . ,  a 
m e m b e r  of the C P I  S indh  branch, attended a workers' 
confe rence held in  Ah meda bad, G ujarat, where he met h is 
fu ture l i fe pa rtne r  Comrade Sha nta Devi .  Both d ec ided to 
ma rry i n  M a rch 1943,  but  soon afte r  the  co nference 
Comrade Bukhari was a rrested, so they m a rr ied i n  194 5 .  
After  t h e i r  ma rr iage both work ·_ rl  fo r CP I  a n d  its t ra d e  
u n ion  fro nt i n  Karach i .  

After  her  a rr iva l i n  Karach i ,  Co m rade Sh anta  B u k h a ri ,  
fo rmed 'Kh idmatga r U n ion  of the domest ic  fema le  
wo rkers' and  'M u n ic ipa l  Wom e n  Sweeper  U n ion'  a n d  
beca me Secreta ry o f  both un ions .  A long with th is ,  she  was 
the P res ident of B i rth  Attenda nts',  Female Bang l e- M a ke rs 
a nd Fe ma le  Fabri c  Workers' assoc iat ions .  

O n  the instructio ns  of CP I ,  d u ring  1942-43, M i rza I b ra h i m, 
Co m rade Sa n d h i  Khan  a nd Comrade  Abd u l  Sa l a m  sta rted 
th.e i r  work with the  wo rkers at  M ug h a l p u ra La hore P.:=i i lway 
Workshops .  Later ,  Sa l a m ,  a pa rty whole-t imer  was sent to 
work with the workers of  the Sat l uj Cotton Mi l l s  Oka ra,  to 
re p lace Co m rade Ram La l ,  who a fter  work ing the.re s ince  
1 940, wanted to spend someti m e  with h is fa m i l y  i n  
Am ritsar .  

I n  1945,  Sa t luj Cott on  M i l l s  Okara workers went on  str ike 
aga i nst the two ru pees reduct ion in  the i r  p rice -h i ke  
a l lowance.  The  m i l l  a d m i n i stra ti o n  got  a bout 70 active 
workers a rrested but  the  str ike cont inued and  c u l m inated 
with the acce ptance of worke rs'  d emands .  

M i rza Mohammed I b ra h i m  w as  e lected Cha i rm a n  of the  
Centra l  Str ike Co m m ittee, fo r the cou nt ry-wid e str i ke  i n  
the  I nd i an  Ra i lways at the  end  of 1945 .  Com rade  G h u la m  
Mo h a m med was made a m e m be r  o f  Loco Shop Co m m ittee 
in La hore .  On  the ca l l  of  tokel'.I str i ke, Loco Shop La hore 
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was sh u tdown for fou r  hours, which resu lted in  the  a rrest 
of m a n y  workers i nc l url i ng Comrade G h u l a m  M o h a m med.  

Ka rach i  was the  e p icenter  of the  Roya l I nd ian  Nava l  
re be l l io n  of February 1 946 and a S indh i  sa i lor  A l i  Ahmed 
Broh i ,  m e m be r  of the S tr ike Co m mittee, l a ter  sentenced 
for cap i ta l  pun i shment  which was converted i n to l ife 
i m p ri so n ment .  On  2 1st February, severa t  Com m un ist  t rade  
u n ion  workers n a m ely Avata r  K i shan  H u nga l ,  popu la rly 
known as A. K .  Ha ngal ,  l a ter  Pres ident  of I PTA, So bho 
G i a nch a nda ni ,  A insh i  V idya rth i ,  G u i a b  Bhaghwan i, Poho 
Mal  and reached the  t rade u n ion  office i n  Ka rach i  a ft e r  
the i r  rout ine vis it  of  facto ries.  They were i nformed by the  
t rade u n ion workers of K ia m a ri a rea  t h a t  the  Roya l Navy 
Sa i l ors had  rebe l led a n d  exchange of fi r ing was going o n  
between t h e  B ri t ish a rmy a n d  the  re be ls  a t  the  docks o f  
Karach i .  The trade u n io n workers im mediate ly a ss igned 
diffe re nt  respo ns ib i l it ies  and a fter  consu l ta t ion  with 
d iffe rent  a ctive people,  ca l led  an open meet ing  in  the  
even ing a t  the  E idgah  ground a nd send m essages to  every 
workers' u n io n .  According to Sobho G ia ncha nda n i, the  CP I  
sym path i zer  I .  K .  G uj ra l  considered it  an  opportun ity to  
e n h a nce the  Co m m un is t  po l i ti cs i n  S i ndh, whi le Sobho 
h i m se lf  was of the op in ion  tha t  a fter  t he p ro posed 
meet ing,  in e i ther  case,  of  the i r  a rrests or not,  a ca l l  fo r 
genera l str ike shou ld  be  given .  D u ring t he i r  p re-meet ing 
pre pa ra t ion ,  t hey came to  know that  CP I  Secretary Genera l  
Da nge h a d  g iven a genera l  str ike ca l l  fo r whole I nd ia . 

I n  the eve n i ng,  with the presence of  a bo u t  400 people ,  the  
meet ing sta rted . By th i s  t ime both G a n d h i  and  J innah ,  had  
dec l a red the i r  d isp leasure fo r th i s  re be l l i on  b ut the  masses 
stood with  t he rebels  a nd were in sea rc h  of the new 
leaders h ip,  which wou ld  have the  coura ge to stand by  the 
rebe l l i on .  The meet ing sta rted by  an a nthem sung by 
Com rade R a i a  Ram M a l a  Ram, a former  m i l i t ant ,  who la ter  
became a C o m m unist  a nd a poem by She ikh  Ayaz 's ing 
Revo lut ion . . .  s ing Revo l ut ion' .  Du r ing the  meet ing,  m a ny 
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workers, a ft e r  fi n ish ing  the i r  fa ctory work, jo ined the  
gather ing .  Sobho,  P rofessor Ka rva n i ,  Ha nga l ,  Qa z i  M ujtaba 
a n d others add ressed the  meet ing and a ppea led peop le  to 
observe a genera l  str ike next d ay, which was co m p lete in  
Karach i ,  Lahore, Peshawar, M u lta n,  Quetta and other  
c i t ies .  

E a r ly next morn ing, i n  po l ice ra ids  Sob ho, Ha nga l and 
Ka rva n i  were a rrested a n d were locked- up  a t  Sadder  Pol ice 
s tat ion .  

At ten i n  t he  morn ing, worke rs of  the  WestWha rf, Karach i  
Dockya rd, t ra mway, buses a n d  factor ies brought  out  a 
ra l ly .  G u i a b  Baghva n i  led th i s  process ion .  The po l ice a n d  
m i l i t a ry tr ied t o  s t o p  the  ra l l y  but  ret reated because of t h e  
l a rge n i b e r  of i t s  pa rt i c ipants .  Later  they brough t  loca l  
Co ngress l eaders Swa m i  K i rshna ( M LA) and Dr .  Tara C h a n d  
a n d  M us l i m  League l e a d e r  M a hmood H a roon,  who 
a p pea led to the  demonstra tors to d isperse but peop le  
refused a nd stood the i r  ground .  I t  was  fi rst t ime  t h a t  the  
p rotesters eve n refused to ob l ige J a m shed Nasa rwa nj i, t he  
fo rmer  M ayor and rega rded a s  the  m a ker of modern 
Ka rach i .  As the  pol ice t r ied  to a rrest Gob ind  M a l h i ,  A insh i  
a n d  G u i a b  a n d  re move the  hoisted f lags, the p rotesters 
pe lted stones on  t h e m .  In  reta l ia t ion  the  po l ice  i n it i a l ly 
�ired tea r  gas  she l l s  a nd tha n  opened d i rect fi r ing .  The 
p rotesters co nfronted fo rces t i l l  t he  even ing w i th  bravery 
a n d a bout  one  dozen of them  sacrificed the i r  l ives.  

I n  May-J une  1946, North Western R a i lway Workers' U n ion  
was fo rmed w i th  M i rza I b r a h i m  i t s  f irst P res ident  a nd 
Jagd ish Chand  Da ng, a goods c lerk a t  t he  Lahore Ra i lway 
Stat ion  a s  Secre ta ry .  Ba ba  Amar  S ingh  was  the  P res iden t  
a n d  Co m rade  G hu l a m  M o h a m med Secreta ry t o  i ts  Lahore 
bra n c h .  

On  t h e  a p pe a l  of Co m m un ist t r a d e  u n ion l e a d e r  M i rz a  
I b ra h im,  whole  P u nj a b  p rovi nce observed one  d a y  
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co m plete  str ike aga i nst the  co m m u n a l  r iots . The workers 
of th i s  reg ion  we re act ive pa rt ic i pa n ts of the  R a i lway, 
Post a l  a nd Teiegra ph  wo rkers'  s t r ikes  d u r i ng  the  l a te r  ha l f  
of 1946 .  

C o m rade  G h u l a m  M o h a m med Lagha ri a long  with Comrade 
Mir  M o h a m med Ta l p u r  a nd Co m rade Chajo  Ram of S i n d h  
H a r i  Com m ittee m a d e  th i s  str ike successfu l  i n  S i n d h .  

A t  t he  ti m e  of the  pa rti ti o n  o n l y  1079 (7 .3%) fa ctor ies ou t  
of t o t a l  14677 ove ra l l  i n  I n d ia ca m e  u nd e r  the  te rr i tor ies 
wit h i n  Pa kista n .  Most  of these fa cto r ies  were sma l l e r  a nd 
season a l  a n d  the  mach ine ry used i n  t hose was una b le  to 
fu lfi l l the  modern re q u i re m e nts .  O n l y  26 fa ctories were 
accommodati ng more t h a n  500 workers .  I n  1947, the  tota l 
n u m ber  of  i n d ustri a l  worke rs of  Pa kista n was fo u r  h u n d re d  
a n d e ighty thousands, wh ich  was j ust  L S  percent  of 
overa l l  popu l a t ion  of t h i rty t h ree m i l l i o n s .  

T h e  fi rst i nvolvem e n t  of Com m u n ists  i n  a ny i nd ustr i a l  
d i s p ute ,  after  Pa k is tan  ca m e  in to  be i ng ,  i s  re ported way 
back  in Septe m ber  1947, when the workers of  a newly 
b u i l t cement  p i pe ma k ing  fa ctory n e a r  M a l i r  Ka rach i ,  
a p p roached Sobho G i a nchanda n i  a t  t h e  t rade  u n ion  office 
of t he  Co m m u n ist Pa rty, who deputed  yo ung  pa rty cad re 
S h a ra f  A l i  to ho ld  negot iat ion  on  b e h a l f  of workers .  Twe nty 
two yea rs o ld S h a ra f  A l i  was the  you nge r  brother  of a 
Ka n p u r  based Co m m u nist  wr i ter  Ash raf A l i  a n d  had  
rece nt ly  m i g rated to Pa k ista n .  The facto ry owner, a young  
l ady, was  im pressed by  the  e n erget ic  S h a ra f  A l i  a n d  
accepted de ma nds .  

I n  Octo b e r  1947 ,  a s pec ia l l aw rega rd ing  i nd ustr ia l 
re l a t ions  was adopted,  t h ro ug h  wh ich  t h e  r ights to str ike,  
de monstrat ions  a nd meet ings  were c u rt a i l ed .  In  tra nsport 
a nd com m u n icat ion  sectors, str ikes with o u t  pr ior  not ice to 
the  offi c i a l s  were b a n n e d .  Fo r rest of  the sectors ,  a two
wee k  a d va nce notice fo r str ike was requ i re d  a n d  wi thout  
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notice str ike was e l ig ib le  for one  month  se ntence and  fifty 
rupees fi ne .  

I n  the  ea rly days of Pak istan,  the  genera l  characterist ic of  
l a bor u n rest was  m a i n ly economic d e p ression,  fo r a rise i n  
wages, p rice -h i ke a l lowa nces and  aga i nst  t he  lock-outs .  

At the  t ime of pa rt i t ion ,  the  majority of  the un ions  located 
in  the p rovinces which beca m e  West Pa kista n were 
a ffi l iated with I n d ia n  Federat ion  of La bor, fo rmed by M . N .  
Roy in  1942 .  its associated labor  l eaders fo rmed Pa kista n 
Federat ion of la bor, with in  few months  of part it ion . 

I n  N ove m be r-Decem ber  1947, the  lower staff, especia l ly 
waiters of the  Hotel  M etro Pole,  Ka ra ch i, went  on  str ike .  
At that  t ime the hote l  was a centra l  socia l p l a ce for the 
loca l e l ite  and the  d i p lomats a nd t h is s trike beca me  ta lk  of 
the  town. To · b rea k the str ike government  deta i ned few 
Co mmun ist workers, i nc lud ing Comra d e  Jama l  D i n  B ukhari 
fo r one year, who was instrumenta l  fo rce fo r t h i s  s tr ike .  

The Pa kistan i  workers had no  representat ion in  t he  I LO 
Asia n Regio na l  Confere n ce he ld in  New De lh i  i n  October-
N ove m ber 1 947 .  -

Dur ing Dece m b e r  1947, over 1 5  thousand workers of 
Ra i lway Workshop held demonstrat ion  fo r t h e i r  economic 
demands .  Same yea r, i n  La hore,  Rawa l p i n d i  and  
M ug h a l p u ra worke rs of Post  and  Te legra ph ,  p u b l ic  
t ra ns port dr ive rs and  text i l e  workers in  Karach i  
demonstrated aga inst the  price-h ike .  

I n  the  ea rly months  after pa rtit ion ,  n o  major  o rgan ized 
worke rs' move m e n t  was vis i b le .  O ne of  the reasons  of  that  
cou ld be t he  m igrat ion of  most  of the  A ITUC leadersh ip  
from S indh, P u nj a b  and  NWFP, where i t  had  m a ny 
affi l iated un ions .  

Soon after Pa kista n came in to  be ing, the p rogressive 
forces strove to revive the trade u n io n  move ment  and  i n  
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J a n u a ry 1 948, on the  suggesti on of the  p rogress ive 
workers, a meeting of 50 t ra d e  u n io n  o rga n izat ions  from 
Laho re, Rawa l p i n d i, Peshawa r a n d  Lya l l p u r  was conve ned 
and  Pak ista n Trade U n ion Fede ra t ion ( PTU F) ,  with Lahore 
a s  t he  h e a d q u a rte r, was fo rmed .  M i rza I b ra h i m  was  
e lected a s  Pres ident ,  Fa i z  Ah med Fa i z  and  Faza l  l l l a h i  
Qu rba n (expe l l ed  from Co m m un ist  P a rty i n  May/J u ne 
1948)  a s  Vice P residents  a nd Dr .  Abd u l  M a l i k  was e lected 
a s  i ts  G e ne ra l  Secreta ry, whi le  Sa rda r Shoukat  A l i  was  
e lected Deputy  Secreta ry. C .R .  As lam,  M o h a m m e d  Afza l ,  
Dada Ameer  Ha ider, La l Kha n ,  S i raj u l  Haque G u lchen ,  
M u m ta z, M ustafa D in  of At tack  O i l  Co mpany, Comrade  
Abd u l  Sa l a m  of  Oka ra ,  Tufa i l  a who le - t imer  from Lya l l p u r, 
N awa b D in  of  S ia l kot,  S a n d h i  Khan ,  K h u rsh id  A lam,  D r. 
Bagh Al i ,  G h u l a m  M o h a m m e d  o f  Ra i lway Workers' U n i o n  
G a r h i  S h a h o  Lahore a n d  N a z i r  Secreta ry P ress Workers 
U n io n  La h o re were taken  on  t h e  execut ive com m ittee .  The  
posts of  Vice Pres ide nts  a n d  Dep uty Secreta r ies for Benga l  
a nd S i n d h  ·were kept  vaca n t .  

By dec la r ing  t r a d e  un ion  a s  a n  i nd e pendent  o rg a n isa t ion, 
i ts  m e m be rsh ip  beca m e  open without a ny d iscri m inat io n 
o n  the  bas i s  of po l i t ica l thoughts, nat iona l i ty, re l ig ion a n d  
gender .  O n e  cou ld  jo in  i t  on  t h e  bas is of  p rofession a n d  
whe re i t  was not  poss ib le ,  organ isat ion o n  t h e  bas i s  of 
reg ion  co u l d  be fo rmed .  Federat ion  l au nched its U rd u  
newsletter  'La bor move ment  in  Pa kista n ' .  M ostly un ions . o f  
t he  text i le  i nd ustry a n d  ra i lways jo ined the  PTU F  a n d  i t  
orga n ized m a ny stri kes, demonst rat ions  a n d  meet ings o n  
d i ffe re n t  la bor  re la ted  issues .  M a ny reform ist  un ions, 
ear l i e r  a ffi l ia ted  with I n d i a n  Labor  Fed e ra t ion d i d  not  
Jo i ned  t he  PTU F.  

The f irst ten u n ions  a ffi l iated with PTU F  were Lower G ra d e  
Post m a n  a n d  Te legra ph  U n ion P u nj a b  a n d  Front ie r, P ress 
Worke rs' U n ion La hore, Tonga Drivers' Un ion La h o re ,  
North Weste rn  Ra i lway Workers' U n ion,  M ES U n i o n  
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Rawa lp ind i ,  O k a ra Text i le M i l l s U n ion,  Lya t l p u r  Text i l e  M i l l s  
U n ion,  To nga D rivers U n ion S i a l kot a n d  Attack O i l  M o rgah 
Un ion . 

On 3 1 st  J a n ua ry a n d  1st  February 1948,  dema nds'  day was 
observed a nd workers in Lahore a n d  Karach i  he ld  
demonstrat ions .  I n  reta l ia t ion  the government  a rrested 
many  PTU F  l e aders .  

M i rza M o h a m med I b ra h i m  was  born  in to  a poor  fa m i ly a t  
v i l lage Ka la  Goorj a n  i n  d istr ict  J h e l u m, Punj a b  i n  1905 .  He 
d id not get t he  cha nce to a ttend the  fo rma l  school  bu t  had 
a n  ear ly  expos u re to pol i ti cs when,  a t  the  age of 1 6, he got 
rad i ca l i zed a s  the  K h i l afat Movement  sp read a l l  over  the 
un ited I n d i a .  He  was a rrested d u ri ng th is  movement  
becau:e of h is  a cti ve p a rti ci pation  i n  i t .  I n  1924, he  moved 
to Rawa li:, i n d i  a n d  worked a s  a brick k i l n  worker .  In 1926 ,  
he fo und work  a t  t he  ra i lway workshops in  J h e l u m .  I t  was 
this job at the ra i lwa ys that beca m e  h is l ifet ime  ident ity .  
H i s  meta morphos is, however, occu rred when he was 
posted i n  Lahore in 1 930, where he came i n  contact with 
the  t rade  u n io n  movement and  leftwing a ct iv ists . He  
jo ined the  Co m m un i st Pa rty of I nd i a ,  becam e  a ct ive in  
· traQe un ion move m e n t  a n d  was co nse q u e nt ly e lected a s  
v ice p resi de n t  of  the  Ra i lways Federa t ion .  A t  t ha t  t ime, the  
federat ion pres ident  was V V G i r i ,  who la ter  beca m e  the  
I n d ia n  P res ident .  

The  yea r 1946 ,  was  a revo lu t ionary ye a r  i n  t h e  freed om 
movement  of I nd ia .  At  the  end  of  Wor ld  Wa r, the 
government  wanted to f i re  ra i lway workers .  I n  p rotest 
over th is  dec is ion, o n  1st  M ay, the  ra i lway workers went 
on  str ike u n d e r  the  l eade rsh i p  of M i rza I b ra h i m ,  who was 
the pres ident  of  t h e  North-Western Ra i lway Workers 
Un ion .  The gove r n m e n t  had  to g ive into the  str ik ing 
workers a nd t hey not  on ly  saved the ir  jobs but  wo n a 
twenty- rupees r ise i n  t h e i r  s a l a ries .  
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I n  1950, M i rza I b ra h i m  contested t h e  Punja b Assem b ly 
e lect ion  from a La hore const i tuency a nd his s u p po rters 
f i i l e d  b a l lo t  boxes with cu r re n cy notes a long  with  the 
b a l l ot p a p e rs bu t  i n  t he resu l ts, the o ffic ia l ca n d id a te of 
M u s l i m  League was dec la red victo r io us . , 

I n  1 9 5 1 ,  a ft e r  the  so-ca l led Rawa l p i n d i  Cons p i ra cy Case 
was u n e a rthed ,  he was a lso a rrested and was tor ture d  i n  
t h e  notor ious La hore Fort .  

He conte sted the  1970 e lections  but  th is ti m e  h i s  legend 
d id  not  attract the  vote rs a m id the  Bh utto's po p u l a ri ty .  
Few p rogressive worke rs had lobb ied  with the P P P  to 
n o m i nate h im as a pa rty cand idate  a nd some of  the  P P P  
l eaders h a d  agreed to i t  b u t  M irza I b r ah im  refused t o  
co ntest t h e  e lect ion o n  P P P  p l atfo rm a n d  lost  to  its 
ca n d idate .  

I n  1 994,  w i th  h is  s u p po rt a n d  the  back ing  of o ther  sen ior  
co m ra des, a n i ne  fed erat ions' u m b re l l a  o rga n i sa t ion  
Pa k is tan  Trade  Un i on  Confed erat ion  was  fo rmed .  As h i s  
hea l th  worsened,  he m oved to h i s  na t ive v i l l age  a nd o n  
1 1th August,  1999,  he pa ssed away.  

In  Apr i l  1948, Ra i lway workers i n  La hore ca m e  ou t  o n  the 
roa d s  i n  p rotest a ga in st the pr ice h ike of flo u r  and over 
twe nty t l .ousa nd  worke rs m a rched fro m Ra i lway Workshop 
to Ana rka l i .  Twenty n ine  workers  i n c l u d i n g  the i r  l eaders 
M i rza  l b ra b ' m,  As l a m  Awan ,  Sha rif Na kodr i ,  I bra h i m  Chota ,  
Laeeq  Ahrn l, Nisar  Ahmed,  La l a  Asg h a r, Com rade  G h u l a m  
M o h a m m ec nd La l  Khan  were a rrested a n d  booked u nd e r  
secti o n  307 r a tt e m pt to m u rder  a nd we re sente nced s ix 
m o nths  i m p  1 so n m e nt by a lower court .  When the i r  
sentence was  cha l lenged i n  the  H igh  Court,  they were  se t  
free b u t  Com ra de G h u l a m  Moha mmed  a n d  La l K h a n  were 
term i n a ted fro m the i r  services in the Pa k istan R a i lways.  
L a te r, La l K h a n  a nd As l a m  Awa n beca m e  CPP whole t i m e rs; 
wh i l e  G h u l a m  Moha m med cont i nued  h i s  act iv i t ies  with  the 
ra i lway un i o n, so i n  1949, he and As l a m  Awan were ba rred 
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from e n te ri ng in the ra i lway a rea  a n d  l a ter  were a rrested 
for vio la t ing  this o rder .  They were re leased a fter  the court 
interve n t ion .  

The  fi rst ti m e  ce l eb rati on  of 1s t  May  i n  Pakista n was the  
resu l t  of  u n i ty a mong the  progressive writers a n d  workers. 
The PWA La h o re b ra nch took the in i t ia t ive a n d  o rgan ized a 
pub l ic  meet ing  a t  YMCA H a l l .  The B ritons po l ice and  
-d istrict a d m i n istrat ion offic ia ls  were cont i n u ing  the i r  
du t i e s  t i l l  t h a t  t ime  and  a l lowed the  ho ld ing  of  the  meet ing 
o n  the cond it ion that  i t  would no t  d is turb the l aw and 
o rde r  s i tuat ion .  The ha l l  was decorated with red flags, with 
h a m m e r  a nd s ick le . Fa iz  Ahmed Fa i z  cha i red  the  m eet ing 
as  the  act ing  P res ident  of PTUF, i n  p la ce of M i rza  I b ra h i m ,  
w h o  w a s  u n d e r  detent ion d ur ing those days .  

A righ t-wing d a i ly Ahsan,  sta rted propaga nda campa ign  
a nd wrote j ust  aft er  1st  May ce lebrations tha t  in  the  
progra m l s ta m was  defa med and  Len i n  was projected a s  
b igger l e a d e r  t h a n  J i nnah .  Soon, t h e  m o lvies jo ined t h e  
campa ign  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  com m a nd of the Waz i r  K h a n  
Mosque m o lvi ,  s peeches aga i nst the  p rogressive forces 
were de l ive reiji from forty mosques of Lahore .  To counter  
t h is ons l aught ,  the Ra i lway U n ion,  with the support  of  
Posta l  U n io n  o rga nized a pub l i c  meet ing  a t  t h e  M ach i  
G a te, cha i red  by M i rza I brah i m  and  was attended by a bo ut 
twenty five thousand workers.  

In J u ne-Ju ly  1 948, when the 3 1s t  m ee ti ng of I LO was 
convened in the San F ra ncisco USA, Faiz Ahmed Fa iz  
part ic ipated i n  the  meet ing as  the representa tive of PTUF 
a1ong with Afta b A l i  of East e rn Pa kista n Trade  U nion  
Federa t ion ,  fou r  govern ment officia ls a nd two e m ployers.  

Accord i ng to French i n te l lectua l  a nd t ra d e  un ion  leader  
George  F i sher  i n  that  meet ing, Fa i z  supported the p lea of  
representat ion  to the workers i n  th i s  UN body .  George 
Fisher and other  d e legates a lso sup ported  the move but 
was str i ke-d own,  a s  the o rga n iza t iona l  ru les did not  a l low 
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that .  Because of l obby by the  p rogressive pa rt i c ipants  o f  
the  meeti ng, U N  once a g a i n  e m phas ized on  the  p a rt i c ipa nt 
co untries to i m p l e m e n t  the l a bor  po l i c ies  in the i r  
respect ive countr ies a nd i nc l ude the  workers' 
representat ives i n  a l l  i nte rnat ion a l  fo rums .  

The text i le  workers were the  m ajor  force i n  str i kes,  d u ring  
1948 a n d  they formed 78% of  the · tota l  str ike-workers .  
D u ri n g  those yea rs, the  major s uccess of l abor  move m e n t  
w a s  t he  part i c ipa t ion  o f  c lerks,  i nte l lect u a l s  a nd s tudents 
i n  those str ikes.  

On the  proposa l of  the I nterna t iona l  L::ibor O rga n iza t ion  
( I LO ) ,  a t ri -pa rty conference was conve ned on  8th  and  9th  
Febru a ry 1949,  which was a tt ended  by the  t rade u n ion  
l eaders,  e m p loyers a nd the  government  re presenta t ives .  
The  government  co u l d  not  ignore the  PTU F for t h is 
confe re nce so asked i t  to  send  i ts  de lega t ion .  I n  J a n ua ry 
1949,  t h e  C P P  Secre tary G e nera l  Co m ra d e  Sajjad  Zaheer, 
wh i l e  i n forming  a bout  t h is i nv i ta t ion  to Ka ra c h i  D istr ict 
Com m i ttee O rga n i zer  H a ssa n Nas i r, writes; 'A co nfere n ce 
o f  government, workers a n d  i n d ustr ia l ists  wi l l  be he ld  next 
mont h  (February) i n  Kara c h i .  The government  h a s  inv i ted 
the  West Pa k istan  Tra d e  U n io n  Federa t ion  to i t .  We h a d  
se lected Fa i z  Ahmed Fa i z  (V ice a n d  Act ing Pres id e n t  PTU F ) ,  
Co m rade  G ha foor ( Ra i lway U n io n )  a n d  Abd u l  Sa l a m  (O kara 
Text i l e  Labor  U n ion)  to a ttend  i t .  Bes ide  t h a t  C o m rade  
Afz a l  wi l l  acco m pa ny t h e m · to Karach i  for consu l ta t i o n .  Th i s  
conference cou ld  be a fru i t less  exercise bu t  we shou ld  
ra ise the  i s sue  of our  u nd er-custody Co mrades .  Th is  i s  a 
good o m e n  tha t  the  govern ment  has  recogn i zed t h e  
Federa t i o n .  You s h o u l d  meet  these friends  a nd exte nd • 
every poss ib l e  he lp .  You  shou ld  t a l k  to t h e m  o n  the  
s i tua t ion  of  t rade  un i on  movement  i n  Ka rach i ,  o u r  pos i t ion 
and t he  organ i za t iona l  s ta tus  of PTU F' .  Letter  fu rther  
i nstructed tha t  t he  lod g i ng a n d  boa rd i ng arra ngeme nts of  
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a l l  t h ree v is i tors shou ld  be done by K a ra c h i  co m rades a n d  
t h e i r  stay shou ld  be a rra nged a t  the  P a rty office, 
Co m mu n e  or  some other  p l ace .  

About  t h i rty re p resentat ives o f  Cent ra l  a n d provi nc i a l  
governme nts, ten  re p resentat ives of  e m p loyers a n d e l eve n 
re p rese ntat ives of workers a ttended the  conference.  O n  
b e h a l f  of  PTU F, F a i z  a p prec iated o rga n i z i ng  the  
confe re nce.  

In  1 949, the P u nj a b  po l ice once a g a i n  made a rrests of 
progressive trade u n i o n  workers a n d fro m Lahore, As l a m  
Awa n,  Abd u l l a h  a n d  Dr .  Bagh A l i  were a rrested a nd sent  t o  
notor ious t o rt u re ca m p  i n  t he  Lahore Fort for th ree 
months .  

A ten-m e m be r  de legat ion ,  l ed  by East  Pa k ista n m i n iste r 
a nd l a bo r  l eader  M . A. M a l i k  a tt e nded  the  32nd  m eeti ng of 
I LO held in G e n eva d u ri ng  Ju ne-J u ly 1 949 .  Fa i z  Ahmed Fa i z  
a nd N .  M.  B i sm i l ,  the  V ice  P resid ent Pa k is tan  Fede rat ion  of  
La bor were a l so pa rt o f  the  de legat io n .  

I n  th i s  meet ing  the  government  o ffi c i a l s  a n d e m p loyers 
domi nated the  p roceed ings a n d Fa i z  a fte r  fa i led  effo rts to 
protect t he  workers' r ights,  dec ided not  to at tend a ny such 
meet ing i n  futu re .  In  th i s  meet i ng, the  American  
de legat ion  t r ied  i ts  best to fo rm an  As i a n  Tra de  U n ion 
Federat ion ,  to wea ken  the I n terna t i o n a l  Federat ion of 
Tra de U n ion  a n d fragment  it  in t he  cont inent  bases .  
Accord ing  to Fa i z ,  'a l though they fo i l ed  America n attem pt 
to fo rm As ia n Tra d e  U n ion Federa t ion  bu t  a fte rwa rd a s  the 
USA d o m i n a ted and ach ieved its goa l ' .  

Wr i t i ng  an  ed itor ia l i n  the  Pa kist a n  Times  on  2 2 n d  J u ly 
1949, unde r  the  ca pti o n  'Asia n La bo r' ,  Fa i z  dec l a red th i s  
orga n isat ion  a s  fa ke .  

I n  1950, women fo rmed just  1 . 5% of tota l  permanent  
workers.  Fema le  workers were 33% a nd ch i l d  worke rs 1 1 %  
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of  fa ctory worke rs, yet t h e y  h a d  no bas ic  fa c i l i t ies .  A lmost 
a l l  fa ctor ies were wi thout  p roper  hea l thca re fa c i l i t ies .  The 
n u m b e r  of the i nd ust r i a l  acc idents  had g rown a l most  167% 
d u r i ng  t he  per iod  of 1947-5 1 .  

A good nu m b e r  o f  PTU F ·,yo rkers attended the  p rov inc ia l 
r ep resenta t ives'  m eeti ng fro m 28th F e b rua ry-6th M a rch  
194 8 ,  C P I  second cong ress i n  Ko lkata ,  w h i ch  fo rmed the  
Co m m u n ist  P a rty o f  Pa k ista n,  w i th  Sajj a d  Za hee r a s  i ts  f i rst  
Secreta ry G e n e ra l .  

I n  t h e  last  days o f  1948 a nd ea rly days of  1949, t h e  
wo rkers  o f  Karach i  Port  Trust a n d  Karach i  Tra mway Se rvice 
went on  str ike and m a ny of  its l eaders were a rrested .  

On  16th  a n d 17th  Apr i l  1949, a de legate-meet ing  of PTU F 
was convened a n d  at tended by the  re p resentat ives  of  
North  Western  Ra i l way U n ion ,  Oka ra Text i l e  U n ion ,  Attack 
Oi l  Company  U n ion,  M ES M i nt, J i nd U bta n Fact o ry a nd few 
other  u n ions .  F a i z  Ah m e d  Fa i z  cha i red t h e  meet i ng, w h ich  
re-e lected M i rza I b ra h i m  as P res ident  a n d  M o h a m med 
Afz a l  a s  Genera l  Secreta ry.  

Fa i z  Ahmed Faiz was m a i n  s p i ri t  beh ind  the fo rmat ion  of 
Post m a n  a n d  Te legra p h  U n ion ,  P u nj a b  a n d  F ront ie r  a n d  
w a s  e lected i t s  P res ident, wh i l e  S i raj u l  H a q u e  G u lchen  
beca m e  Secretary .  Fa i z  a l so p l ayed a major  ro le  i n  the  
fo r m a t io n  of the  Workers' U n ion a t  Pa k is tan  M i nt ,  where 
offic ia l co ins  were m a d e .  He  had warm i n t i m a cy wi th  M i n t  
wo rkers  a n d  wrote ed i tor ia l s  i n  t h e i r  s u p po rt o n  4 t h  
Septe m be r  1949 a n d 20th Octo ber  1950,  i n  da_i ly  Pa k ist a n  
T imes .  A l l  those u n ions  were a ffi l i ated w i t h  PTU F .  F a i z  was 
n o m i n ated to the  P u nja b Labor Advisory Com m ittee,  wh ich  
he  cont inued  t i l l  h i s  a r rest i n  M a rch 1951 ,  in  connection of 
Rawa l p i n d i  Consp i racy Case .  

O n e  of  the  major  a cti v i ties  d u r i ng 1949 was the  m eeti ng of  
P u nja b Ma zdoor  Co m m ittee,  he ld  i n  Lahore a n d c h a i red by  
Fa i z  A hmed Fa i z .  The representat ives of Nort h  Western 
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Ra i lway U n ion,  Oka ra Text i le  U n ion ,  Lya l l p u r  Text i le  U n ion,  
Attack Oi l  Company  U n ion and few other un ions  at tended 
the  me et ing a s  d e legates .  Dur ing the meet ing ,  worke rs 
o rga n ized a p u b l ic meet ing a t  M ach i  Gate, at tended by 
over t h ree thousand  peop le  and a ddressed by five 
spea kers,  a l l  of t h e m  we re l a bo r  leaders .  Th is  was first 
t ime  a fter  t he  part i t ion, when the Red flags were ho isted 
outs ide of any work ing c l a ss sett l ement  in  La hore .  

I n  A p r i l  1950,  ove r o n e  h u nd red d e l egates fro m a l l  over 
the  co unt ry a ttended a PTU F  co nfere n ce i n  La hore, wh ich  
e lected office-bea re rs. M i rza  I b ra h im a n d  Fa i z  Ahmed were 
re-e lected a s  Pres ident  a n d  Sen ior  Vice Pres ident ,  wh i l e  
other  office beare rs we re Comra d e  Sandh i  Khan, Dr .  Bagh  
A l i ,  Sobho G i anchandan i ,  Com ra d e  Abdu l  Sa l a m  and  A l i  
Hyde r  S h a h  a s  J u n ior  Vice Preside nts, Com rade  
M o h a m m ed Afza l  a s  Genera l  Secreta ry, S h a m i m  Ashraf  
Ma l i k  a s  Sen ior  Assist a n t  Secreta ry, Comrade A l i  Imam a nd 
Co m rade  Shouka t  A l i  a s  Ass istant  Secretaries a n d  Com rade 
G h u l a m  M o h a m med a s  Treasure r. Twenty five de legates 
we re e lected a s  the m e m b e rs of  the execut ive com m ittee .  

Bes ide others, the  co nfere n ce was a lso attended by an 
Austra l i a n  E .  Thornton,  who re presented the  Wor ld  
Federat ion  of  Trad e  U n i o n .  Thornton had recent ly  v is i ted 
Moscow and  be ing  a c i t i zen of  a Common Wealth count ry, 
did 11ot needed a v isa  fo r Pak ist a n .  He add ressed the pub l i c  
meet ing i n  E ng l ish,  wh ich  was tra n s lated into Urdu  by Fa iz .  

In  t he  August  1950,  a meeti ng of PTU F cr iti cized the 
fo reign po l icy of  Pa kista n a nd asked a l l  a ffi l i a ted  
orga n izat ions  to p rotest aga inst the  p rice-h i ke .  I t  a lso 
dema nded the na t io n a l i zat ion of big i nd ustr ies, fo rmat ion 
of  the  democra t ic gove rnment  a nd the  re lease of a l l  
po l i ti c a l  pr isoners .  Ti l l  t he  e n d  o f  1950, t h e  nu mber  of 
PTUF affi l ia ted un ions  had g rown to 67, with a tota l 
mem bersh ip  of  e ighty thousand  a n d ove ra l l  a bout th ree 
hu ndred thousand  wo rkers were u nder'  i ts  cove r.  Many PLF 
a ffi l ia ted  u n ions  had a l so jo ined PTU F .  
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T h e  p rogress ive forces h a d  object ive a s  we l l  a s  t h e i r  own 
subject ive issues to dea l  with ;  they  cou ld  no t  overcome 
the  t�ndenc ies  of  r ight-wing reformism and  t h e  l eft i s t  
extre m ism w i th in  t li e i r  ra n ks .  Wh i l e  work i ng wi th  the  
workers of  s m a l l e r  i nd ust ries, i m portance to  t h e i r  work 
was not  given a nd i n  many cases they fa i l ed  to judge t h e  
sens i t iv i t ies  a n d  the  p reva l e nce of re l ig ious  fee l i ngs i n  t he  
masses.  I n  t he  l eaders h i p  of  the  p rogress ive fo rces, t h e  
n u m be r  of  expe rie nced trade u n i o n  workers w a s  ve ry 
l i t t le ,  so they faced d iffi cu l t ies  wh i le  work ing  a mong _ t h e  
workers.  A l thoug h  t h e y  t ried t h e i r  b e s t  to  overcome these  
weaknesses a nd i n  m a n y  cases  were s uccessful  b u t  
overcom ing t h e  o bject ive d iffi cu l t ies w a s  beyond t h e i r  
strength,  i n c k  . ng the  s m a l l  n u m be r  o f  i n d ust r i a l  l a bors ,  
cont in uous state s u p p ress ion of  the  p rogress ive e leme nts,  
a rrests of the  l eadersh ip  a nd ban on  t h e i r  p ub l i ca t ions .  
The act ive t rade  un i on  workers were be ing  f i red  fro m t h e i r  
se rvices, i nc lud ing  200 workers i n  R a i l way  Worksho p  
Lahore .  I n  1950, . t he  l a bore rs be long ing  to  t h e  R a i lways, 
Post and Telegra p h, I rr iga t ion  a n d  gove rnment  
d e p a rtments  were ba rred from pa'"t i c i pa t i ng  i n  t he  t ra d e  
· un ion  o r  l a bor  m ovem ent .  

I n  1 9 5 1 ,  t he  M u s l i m  League gover n m e n t  ra ti fied t h e  
· conventi o n  no. 8 7  of  I LO,  which recogn i �ed  t h e  workers  
rig h t  of associa t ion .  I n  the same year, po l i t i ca l co nfl ict  i n  
Pa k ista n sha rpened . Th i s  d i rect ly a ffected t h e  t r ade  u n i o n  
move me n t, which beca m e  m ore a ct ive . 

A l though o n  1 1t h  August 1947,  a t  t h e  occas ion  of  h i s  
e lect ion a s  .t he  head  of state,  J i n n a h  had a n n o u n ced i n  t h e  
Const i tuent  Assem b ly  t h a t  exp lo i ta t ion  of  every k i n d  w i l l  
b e  e l i m i nated i n  P a k ista n b u t  t he re w a s  a b i g  ga p between 
the  c l a ims  and act ions  by the  M us l im  League  gover n m e n t, 
w11 ich cou ld  be observed i n  t he  Pa k istan ' s  f i rst  Labor  Po l icy 
of J a n ua ry 1950, adopted a ft e r  few a m e n d ments a nd 
add i t ions  i n  the  l a bor  l aws of  1 934, a ccord i ng to wh ich  t h e  



3 18 People 's Mo vement in Pakistan 

work ing  hours were l im ited to 54 hours a week but  it was  
not  a pp l i ed  to the  seasona l  factor ies .  

In  19 50, the  re form ist  trade u n ion  leaders, with the h e l p  of 
Wor ld  Co nfederat ion of  Free Trade U n ions  {WCFTU ),  
sta rted act iv i t ies  to create r ift i n  the PTU F a n d a WCFTU 
de legat ion  v i s i ted  Karach i  to  strengthen  the  refo rm i st 
u n io n s  so the  As ia t i c  Regio n a l  Confe rence of Trade  U n ions  
cou ld  be d i s turbed .  Wi th  the  e ffo rts of  th i s  de legat io n ,  the 
labor  federat ions  o f  East  a nd West  Pa kista n u n ited i n  a 
s i ng le  p l a tform of Al l  Pak istan Confederat ion of Labor  
{APCOL) .  The fo rmat ion  of  th i s  new orga n i sat ion  was 
l a rge ly  ach ieved t h rough the  effo rts of  Dr.  A.  M.  M a l i k, 
who had been  pres ident  of the  East  Pak ista n orga n isa t ion  
a n d  an  im porta n t  l a bor  l eader  i n  u n d iv ided I n d ia .  Dr .  M a l i k  
was a p poi nted La bor  M i n i�ter  i n  the  Centra l  Gove r n m e n t  
i n  1 9 50, w i t h  the  pr ima ry p u rpose of  br ing ing the  l a bor  
move me nt  i n to a centra l i zed body under  gove r n m e n t  
i nfl ue n ce.  { I n  l a te 1 960s, h e  beca me a pri nc ip le  m i n i ste r  
u n d e r  G e nera l  Ya hya Khan, a n d then  Governor  of  E a st 
Pa k ista n d u ring  the  m i l i t a ry o-pe rat ion ) .  

I n  h is i n a ugura l  speech  a fter  the  form at ion of A PCO L, D r. 
M a l i k  a d h e red to government  po l icy by warn i ng  wo rkers 
aga i nst  d e m a n d i ng wage inc rease which wo u ld  be aga i n s t  
' t he  greatest i nterest of t he  n a tion ' . 

A l though m a i n  task  of th i s  o rga n isat ion was to ha rm the  
revo l ut ionary trade un ion  movement  of  Pa kista n; b u t  to 
penet ra te the l abor  fo rce a nd confi ne  the trade u n io n  
m ove m e nt wit h i n  t h e  few economic  s loga n s, i t  a l so 
presented  few eco n o m ic d e m a n d s  a n d  for ach iev ing  t h ose 
i t  used str ike bes ide the  negot ia t i o n .  

A s  t he  t rade u n ion movement  t i l l  t ha t  t ime  w a s  i nf l uenced  
by the  p rogressive cad re, so  t h e i r  i nf l uence cou ld  a l so be  
seen i n  the  APCO L, wh ich  had  a l e ft i s t  sect ion,  ready  to 
cooperate  wi th  the  p rogressive o rgan izat ions .  
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I n  1950 ,  to cover t h e  defense expend i tu res, t he  food i tems  
were taxed  so  the  p r i ces  rose .  To  p rotest  aga i nst  tha t, the  
text i i e  workers i n  Karach i  a nd the  ra i lway workers i n  
La hore a n d  Rawa l p i n d i  we nt  o n  str ikes a nd  d e m a nded the  
red u ct ion in  t h e  defe nse expend i tures  a n d  st ressed o n  
qu i t t ing  the  Co m m o n  Wea l th .  

I n  1 9 50, t he  Co m m u n ist  workers, e spec i a l l y  Ma l i k  G h u l a m  
Hussa in ,  Co m ra d e  L a l  K h a n  a n d  Co m ra d e  Saeed Da r 
fo rmed B eco Worke rs' U n ion ,  which  was  second b iggest 
workshop of  i nd ustr ia l l a bo r  i n  Lahore,  after  the rai lway 
workshop .  Th is  co m p a ny was a pa rt of  B a t a l a  Eng ineering  
Co mp a ny. At u n ion ' s  fo rmat ion  t i m e, t h e  a d m i n istrat ion 
had in it iated l ay-off of  workers bu t  because of  the p rotest  
hu nger str ike by D a r, th is  p rocess was s topped .  Later, in  
1952, once again the a d m i n istrati o n  fi red m a n y  wo rkers 
from services a n d  a g a i n  D a r  a nd  h i s  com rades sa t  o n  
hu nger  str ike bu t  t h i s  t ime  t h e i r  s e rv ices were a lso 
terminated .  For m a ny t imes  Da r was re i nstated on  the  
o rders of t he  cour t .  The h u nger  str ike by worke rs i n  1956  
got  country-wid e  p u b l i c i ty, a s  t he  fe m a le fa m i ly m e m be rs 
of the  wo rkers a l so jo ined  the  h u nger  s t r i ke .  

Befo re the access ion  of B a loch istan wi th  Pa kista n,  the  
Ra i lways Worke rs' U n ion  a nd  U n i ted  M i nes  Wo rkers'  
U n ion  were ope ra t ive i n  Ba loch ista n .  At  t h a t  t i m e, t he  
Sa in t  Joh nso n F l o u r  M i l l s, G a ng u ly Penc i l  Factory, fru i t  
p rocess ing p l a n t  a nd a l i quor  fa ctory were o pe ra t i ng .  I n  
t h e  e a r l y  1950,  t h e  sa n ita ry workers' u n i o n  conti n ued a 
t h re e  d a ys protest  fo r t h e i r  d e m a n d s  i n  Quetta .  

Beca use of  the  pa rt i t ion  and to ava i l  the  po l i t ic a l  a n d  
economic  op portu n i t ies c rea ted i n  new  state,  m a ny non
ind ust r ia l  t ra d e  u n i o n  workers espec ia l l y  from South  I nd ia 
had  m ig rated to Pa k ista n a nd m ost of  t h e m  sett led in  
Karach i .  One  a mo n g  them,  Co m rade Ka r im,  a B i ri worker  
a n d  o rig ina l l y  from Kera la ,  a long  with  Com ra d e  Zuba i r  was 
sent to Sukkur  in 1 950-5 1 to o rgan ize  t h e  workers. Aft e r  
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so met ime,  Com rade Zuba i r  went  back  to Karach i, but  
Co m rade  Kar im co nt inued h i s  stay i n  Sukkur, a lt h o ug h  s ick  
with tubercu los is .  I n  Sukkur, he  was g iven an  
acco m modat ion by a peasant  leader  Shams  ud D i n  Sha h .  
Eventua l l y  h e  went back  t o  Kera la ,  where he  d ied . 

Sha bb i r  u l  Hassan  a l i a s  Pa i ka r Naqv i, who had  m ig ra ted 
fro m B iha r  and had sett led  in  Kha i rp u r  M i rs, S i ndh  t ried to 
fo rm a un ion  in a text i le  fa cto ry a n d  was a rrested .  Later, 
he  moved to Ka rach i  a n d  beca m e  one of  t h e  lead ing 
worke rs' leaders i n  Pa kista n .  

Beca use of bad  c rops i n  1 9 5 1 ,  p r ices went fu rth e r  u p, 
which fu rt he r  frustrated the  work ing c l asses, who regu l a rly 
ca m e  out  in  protest a l l  over the cou ntry. Half of the str ikes 
in  195 1 were organ ized by t h e  ra i lway a n d  texti le wo rke rs.  

On 10th May 195 1,  the P u nj a b  govern ment a rrested m a ny 
t rade un ion  leaders a long  with  other  p rogressive leaders 
u nde r  the  P u njab  Pub l i c  Sa fety Act .  Among t hose a rrested, 
Co m rade G h u l a m  Moha m m ed was kept f i rst  i n  G ujrat  
Specia l Ja i l  and then in  Lahore Centra l  J a i l .  

On  t he  o t h e r  hand ,  the  PTU F based i t s  strength on  t h e  
workshop e m ployees of  the  Nort h-Weste rn Ra i lways a n d  
by 1 9 5 4  the  tota l m e m b e rsh i p  of the  registered t rade 
u n ions  affi l i a ted with PTU F  wa s 4 10, 755 .  

As the  PTU F was  most  act ive in  t he  P u nj a b, a P u nj a b  La bor 
League was backed by the  gove rn ment  in  1949,  with the 
pu rpose to d istract  wo rkers away from Communist- led 
u n ions .  However, when the P u nja b La bor  League p roved to 
be i neffecti ve, i t  was d issolved i n  1954 .  By that  ti me,  the 
govern ment had devised other  methods to neut ra l i ze the  
PTU F .  I ts  p resident, M i rza  I b ra h i m ,  was a rrested in  1948 
fo r inst igat i ng str ikes which had been dec la red  ' i l lega l ' ,  
was re leased in  1 9 5 1  but a ga i n  a rrested in  1954. Fa iz  
Ahmed Fa iz ,  V ice  Pres ident  of  PTU F from 1948- 5 1  was 
a rrested in 195 1 in connecti o n  of the Rawa lp i nd i  
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Conspiracy Case . T h e  Secreta ry Gene ra l of  t he  Federat io n ,  
M o h a mmed Afza l ,  was a l so in  j a i l  d u ri ng  1 954-55 .  

The PTUF,  co ns idered  a s  the  labor  arm of  the  Com m u n ist  
Pa rty of  Pa kistan,  was a lso ba nned i n  1 954, wi th  i ts  mother  
p a rty .  I ts  offices were sea led,  a n d  i ts  offic i a l  records a nd 
p u b l i cat ions  were seized by the  p o l ice .  The interna l 
d iffe rences had  a lso p l a yed a ro le  in  t he downfa l l  of  PTU F. 
O n e  of its l eaders, Fa za l  E l a h i  Qu rba n,  was expe l l ed from 
the o rgan isati o n  a s  a 'revision is t ' .  In 1953 ,  K hwaja 
M o h a m med H ussa i n  a nd S idh i  Kha n l e ft the PTU F a n d  
fo unded Pa kist a n  M a zdoor  Federa t ion .  

After  the  b an  i m posed o n  the  Co m m u n ist  Pa rty of Pa kista n 
i n  1954 a n d  expu l s ion  of  CPP  sym path i ze r  wo rkers from 
the  for m a l  sector, many fo rmer  t ra de  u n io n  wo rkers 
dec ided to do job  somewhere a n d  orga n i ze workers in  t he  
info rm a l  sectors .  I n  th i s  con nection ,  Com ra d e  G h u l a m  
M o h a m med a n d  Comrade H a m eed ( bo th  f ired fro m jobs  i n  
ra i lways) esta b l ished t h e i r  c iga rettes s h o p  n e a r  Lahore 
R a i lway Stati on,  wh ich they conti nued  ti l l  1969 ,  when  o n  
the  orders  of H ighways Autho rit ies t hese sem i -bu i l t  shops  
were demol i shed .  D u ri ng the demo l i t ion  o p e ra tion ,  L ahore 
Khuwa ncha Khokha (ve ndors')  Fed e ra t ion  p rotested a nd i ts  
l eadersh ip  i nc l ud ing  Comrade G h u l a m  M o h a m med 
( G e n e ra l  Secreta ry of  Federat ion)  a n d  Roz i  K h a n  of  
Ana rka l i  ( P res ident  of Federat ion )  was a rrested u n d e r  
secti ons 3 32 ,  3 4 7  a n d  353 and  we re re leased a ft e r  two 
years a n d fou r  months .  Co m rade G h u l a m  M o h a m med d ied 
o n  27th Dece m ber  1999 .  

Soo n afte r  Pak ista n came into be ing the  Cent ra l  F inance  
M i n ister  Cha u d h ry G h u l a m  Moha m m ed a l located twen ty 
m i l l ion  rupees to M i r  La iq  A l i  of t he  ru l i ng  c i rc le  of the  
fo rmer  Hyderabad  Decca n state to esta b l i sh  ind ustr ia l  
u n it s  i n  t he  La n d h i -Korang i  a rea of  K a rach i .  M i r, a n  
e ng ineer  by p rofess ion,  esta b l ished a m a tch  factory a n d  to 
prom ote the  product ion, i n  in i t ia l  d a ys m atch boxes were 
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d istr ibuted free of cost .  To s upport th is new venture, the 
government  ban ned the  use of wooden match box i n  the  
West Pak ista n .  

O n e  o f  the e l i te grou ps o f  Hyderabad  Decca n,  o pponent  to 
the match factory, t h rough the i r  contacts in  wo rkers, got 
registe red the 'Hyde ra bad  Trust Ma tch Factory E m p loyees 
U n ion'  a nd gave a st r ike  not ice fo r the acce pta nce of  fo rty
five demands .  La bor leaders of Ka rach i ,  especia l ly Ameer  
H ussa i n  Sh i raz i  a n d  M u khta r Azad  extended t h e i r  support 
to the stri ke .  

The government  sta n d by Mir  La iq,  who supported the  
fo rmat ion of a pocket u n ion na med 'Assoc iat ion of the 
Workers of Hydera bad  Trust  Ma tch Fa cto ry' .  Workers 
o rga n ized h u nger str ikes  and  ra l l ies  but  the movement  
fa i led  a n d  the  services of over  one h u n d red workers, 
i nc l ud ing un ion  act iv ists Abd u l  Razzaque M a i kash,  I b ra h im  
Sha riq,  I qba l  S idd iqu i ,  Ha j i  Adee!  and  H a b i b  ud  D in  
Bagh dad i  were term i nated .  

After a lot  of hue  and  c ry, the t rust m a nagement  deputed 
a n  offi c i a l  to i nvest igate the reasons beh ind  the str ike .  On 
h is  recom mendat ion ,  the  str i k ing workers were re instated 
on  the i r  jobs .  

I n sp i red  by t h is str i ke, the  Co m m u n ist Pa rty of Pa k ista n 
a ss igned A izaz  N a z i r, ( fu l l  n a me  Aizaz  ud D in  Ahmed) ,  who 
had m ig rated from the Deccan,  to esta b l i sh  the trade 
un ions i n  the newly e sta b l i shed ind ustr ia l a rea of  La n d h i .  
He jo ined the m a t c h  fa cto ry as  a supervisor and  with h is 
effo rts the La bor U n ion  was reg i ste red .  The same mode l  of 

" un ion registrat ion  was adopted fo r Ada mjee Cotto n M i l ls, 
Hu ssa in  Text i le  M i l l s  a n d  Naga riya Text i le  M i l l s .  

After the offic ia l ba n  o n  the Co m m u n ist Pa rty of Pa k istan  
and  i t s  mass  fronts, a rrest wa rra nts of  A izaz  N a z i r  were 
a lso issued, so he  left Karach i  a n d  moved to Sukku r, in the 
Northern  S indh .  After  h i s  s h ift i ng, the Pa rty ass igned 
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C 1 mrade M o h a m med Zuba i r  to o rga n ize t ra d e  u n ion 
act iv i t ies i n  t he  La nd h i  and  S indh I nd ustri a l  a nd Trade 
Estate  (S ITE )  a reas . He made  A b d u l  R a za q ue M a ikash 's  
house h is h e a d q u a rter  and  sta rted consu l ta t ion  wi th  
APCOL and  other  o rga n i zat ions ,  bes ide d i rect conta cts wi th  
i n d ust r i a l  workers .  With  the he lp  of  Ka ra s h a k  Sa ra m a k  
P a rty workers,  t h e  Text i le  Workers  co m m ittees were 
formed in La nd h i  and S ITE a reas  and S a d a r  Din a n d  
Ba rr iste r Sa l a h  ud D i n  were chosen a s  the  P res iden t  a n d  
G e n e ra l  Secre ta ry o f  both co m m ittees .  U n ions  were 
regi$tered for the Bawa n i  woo len  Text i l e  M i l ls ,  H a roon 
M i l l s  and  H afi z  Text i le M i l l s  and  t h ro u gh st r i kes a nd 
negot iat ions, worke rs' demands  were fo rced to be ing  
a ccepted . The ind ustr ia l ists, because  of the  workers' 
p ressure s ta rted fo l lowing the  laws .  Jn t h is success, t he  
s u p port of  o lder  un ions  l i ke A i rways E m p !oyees Un ion  P IA 
b ra nch, Pa k ista n Secur ity P ress E m p loyees U n ion ,  B u r m a  
she l l  U n ion ,  Pa k ista n O rd i n a nce  Fa ctory U n i o n  a lways 
stood with  the fe l low workers .  B u rm a  She l l  U n ion  leader  
I sma i l  Yo us i f  a nd Ord i na nce Factory U n ion ' s  Ka leem U l l a h  
Khan  had  worked who lehearted ly  i n  L a nd h i  a rea .  B a b u  
Ya qoob, S .  P .  Lod h i, M o h a m m e d  G hayur, Zafa r  R i zv i ,  
G h a ffa r M a st e r, She i kh  N a i m a t  U l l a h, Chacha  Jan a n d  
others p l ayed a n  a ct ive role i n  S ITE a rea ,  wh i l e  Com rade  
Zu b a i r  beca m e  the  G a nd h i  ( beca use of  h i s  orga n iz i ng and  
mob i l i z i ng  a b i l i t ies )  of t he  text i le  workers .  

After  the  reg i s t ra t ion  of the Dawood Cotton M i l l s  La n d h i  
U n i o n ,  a d e m a nd not ice was i ssued a nd a u n i o n  d e legat ion  
comprised of  J nayat  U l la h, Yo usufza i a nd I sma i l  Yousuf  met  
the  D i rector  b u t  t he  M i l l s  owne r  refused to accept  the  
d e m a nd s  a nd expressed h i s  a nger  over un ion  reg istra t i o n .  
Workers w e n t  o n  str ike and  esta b l is hed  a c a m p  a t  the  M i l l s  
gate,  wh ich  w a s  u p rooted by the  po l ice a fte r  the  
i m positi o n  of  secti o n  144 .  Workers sh i fted  the i r  camp to  
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M a l i r  No .  15 a nd  afterwa rd 89 Bus  Stop. The i nfl uenti a l  
m i l l  owner a nd  La bor D i recto r M i rza S a l a h  ud  D in  
M a :1 mood refused to refe r case to the  I ndustr ia l  Tri buna l .  

The pol ice a rrested t h e  act ive workers a nd G hayas U l l a h  
K h a n, Yousufza i ,  Moham med Zuba i r, I s m a i l  Yusuf  a n d  
K a leem U l l ah  were t a k e n  into custody from the  str ike 
c a m p .  Abd u l  Razaq ue M a i kash a n nounced an 8 -hour  token 
stri ke fo r next day .  A jo int  meet ing of a l l  Karach i  based 
federat ions a nd t rade  u n ions were ca l led at the  strike 
ca m p .  The student leader M a hboob A l i  was a p po i nted in 
cha rge of the str ike camp .  

N ext  day, the  p rotest ra l ly by workers was  baton c h a rged 
and  Razaque M ai kash,  Khasta G u i, Syed Ka r im  Kachkol ,  
S h i reen Za m a n, Wajid Khan,  Yousufza i  and o ther  workers 
were a rrested . I n  the fo l low-up  of  the  a rrests, a jo int  
meet ing was convened, which was attended by 
Moha mmed Ara b Khateeb, Genera l  Secreta ry of  the  
K a rach i  Port Trust la bor  U n ion,  Moham med S h a rif, 
Genera l  Secreta ry of the Nat iona l  Federat ion o f  the  Trade 
U n ions,  Tufa i l  Abb�ss, P res ident of the Airways E m ployees 
U n ion PIA branch and issued a n  u lt imatum to  Dawood 
M i l l s adm in istrat ion,  la bor M i n ister a nd Pak ist a n  La bor 
We lfa re D i rectorate that  the  str i ke-b rea k ing  worke rs of  
Dawood Cotton M i l ls shou ld  be terminated, the str ik ing 
workers should be rei nstated o n  work with  lega l 
gua ra ntees, a l l  a rrested workers shou ld be  re leased 
u n cond i t iona l ly, the supporter  workers of the  Dawood 
Cotton M i l l s  a lso be  re instated,  the demand not ice shou ld 
be a ccepted otherwise the workers of Karach i  Port Trust, 
PIA and other i n d ustr ia l u n i ts  would a lso go to str ike  and  
no  one e lse but  the  a d m i n istrat ion  wi l l  be  respons ib le  fo r 
that .  

Twe lve hours af ter  the issuance of t h is notice,  a l l  concern 
pa rt ies  were ca l led a t  the  Labor Depart m e n t  a nd a n  
agreement was reached . Accord ing t o  that ,  a l l  str ike 
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breakers we re termi nated,  t he strik ing  workers 
uncond i t iona l ly  t a ke n  back  to the i r  or ig i na l  jobs, the strike 
per iod was  cons idere d  as  leave without  pay, those 
emp loyees who cou ld  be conta cted t h rough te lephone,  
te legra ph ,  posta l  service with in  f ifteen  days w i l l  a lso be  
co ns idered a s  w i l l i ng to work, the  a rrested workers wi l l  be  
released and  cases  aga inst them wi l l  be  considered wi th  
sym pathy, and  the cases  of the .so l ida r ity s t r i ke  workers 
would be  sett led t h rough the  Labor  Department .  

The  agreement  was  propagated t h rough rad io  a nd 
newspa pers .  Over e ight  thousand s t ri k i ng workers were 
reinstated . The a r rested worke rs a nd lead ers were 
re leased.  Because of  the i r  u n b roken un i ty, the  workers had  
a ch ieved, wh at  was o nce cons idered as  u nth i nkab le .  

Nevertheless of  the  success, the Text i le  Workers' 
Co m m ittee cou ld not survive from the fract iona l i zat ion ,  a s  
the  m i l l s  a d m i n istra t ion  g o t  registrat ion o f  a pocked u n i o n  
Chacha  C h o l i  U n io n  a n d  through i t  s u b mitted a charter  of  
demand .  O n  the  p ressure of  U nion  a nd admin istrat ion ,  
Co lone l  l n ayat  Hussa in  res igned, Ism a i l  Yous if  
d isassociated h imse l f  fro m the comm i ttee beca use of  the  
p reoccupat ion  a t  B u rma She l l  U n ion,  Ka l im U l l ah  Khan  a nd 
Khasta  G u i  q u i t  t he Com m ittee a fte r  t hey deve loped 
d iffe re n ces with l nayat  U l l a h  K h a n  Yousufza i and  t he 
Hussa i n  Text i le  M i l l s  U n i o n  iso la ted  itself  from the  
co m m ittee .  

a lthough t h e  under  g ro u nd Com m u n ist Pa rty workers t ried 
the i r  best to a ct ivate the committee but a s  a conseq uence 
of  t his fra ct iona l iza t ion  m a ny trade u n io n  act iv ists became 
prone t o  the  opport u n i s m .  

Dur ing  Genera l  Ayu b  M a rt i a l  Law, a conve nt ion  of t h e  
Landh i  Text i le  Wo rke rs' Fede rat ion  w a s  convened, wh ic h  
e lected B a rriste r  R a za K a z i m  as  Convener, Sharaf  A l i  a s  
Genera l  Secre ta ry a nd  Abdu l  Razaque M a ikash as  the  
Office Secreta ry .  O n  the  n ight  of the i r, e lect ion,  a l l  t hree 
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were a rreste d .  Raza Kaz im, on h is  own choice, agreed to 
be expel led from Ka rach i  fo r two yea rs, Sha raf A l i  was 
sentenced fo r two yea rs r igorous i m pr isonment,  wh i le  
Ma i kash was re leased .  Ma ikash sta rted work ing as  a n  O i l  
Man but  on  a com p la i n t  by the  C I D, he  was warned by the 
M a rt i a l  Law a u thor i t ies that  he wou ld  be a r rested i f  eve r 
seen i n  the i n d ust ri a l  a re a .  

Somet ime l a te r, Z u b a i r  w a s  expe l led from Karach i  b y  C ID  
and  was  fo rcefu l ly boa rded on  the Khyber M a i l  tra i n  fo r 
Peshawa r. After  spend ing two yea rs i n  the ho use of 
a n ot h e r  K a rach i  expe l led l nayat U l l a h  Khan Yo usufza i at 
v i l l age To p i ,  t a l u ka Sawa b i ,  he ca me back  to K a rach i  i n  
1963 b u t  b y  t h is ti me, t h e  Texti le Wo rke rs' Comm i ttee  had 
van ished from the  scene .  Through Yo usufza i  he got a job 
a s  a n  e lectr ic ia n a t  the S la ughter House La n d h i  a nd 
cont in ued i t  t i l l  h i s  death  i n  the  first week  of September 
1979 a t  the age of 79 and was b u ried a t  the F u t u re Colony 
g raveya rd .  

I n  1955,  Ra h m a tu l l a h  Khan  Dur ra n i  fo rmed A l l  Pa k istan 
Federat ion  of Labor a nd headq u a rtered i t  in  Peshawa r .  I t  
has  most of the i nfl uence i n  Front ier  provi nce a nd had 
380, 000 mem bers i n  l a te 1980s and ha d  a bout  600 u n ions  
a ffi l iated with i t  when i t  was  a m e m ber of the World 
Confed erat ion o f  F ree Trade U n ions .  

Ta k ing a dvantage of the s i tua t ion ,  the reform ist  e lements 
wi th in  the ma instre a m  oppos i t ion po l it ica l pa rt ies, beca me 
active i n  trade u n ion movement  and t he l abor  movement 
took a new d i rect io n .  PTU F leadersh i p  fract iona l i zed on 
the issue of  a l l ia n c e  with these newly emerged e lem ents i n  
the t rade u n ion  move m e n-t .  O n e  g ro u p  with in  PTU F was 
not ready to fo rm an a l l i a nce with those l abor  federat ions  
who were m e m be r  of i n ternat iona l  reform ist orga n isat ions 
but  a nother  g ro u p  was support i ng a l l i a nce for the sake of 
un i ty, which resu l ted in the  d iv is ion in  PTU F and the 
Socia l i st P a rty a ffi l i a ted workers formed Pa kista n Workers 
Fede ra t ion ( PWF) ,  with  Khwaja Mo ha mmed H ussa i n  as  
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Pres ident  and  Ma l i k  Qurban  a s  G e n e r a l  Secreta ry . M a ny 
text i le  a nd ra i lway worke rs' u n ions  joi ned th i s  federa t io n .  
I n  1957 ,  ten percent of the tota l  Pak ista n i  o rgan i zed  
workers were part of th i s  fede rat ion .  

The  Com m u n ists a nd the i r  sµ p po rters had fo rmed U n ited 
Trade U n ion  Fede rat ion  of Pa k ista n ( UTU F P) ,  with Kara c h i  
a s  its hea dqua rte rs. With tota l  m e m bersh ip  of fifteen  
thousand  worke rs, 17 u n ions  of i n d u st r i a l  factor ies a n d  
t ransport sedor in  Karach i  a nd  few trade u n ions  o f  P u njab 
had jo ined th i s  federat ion .  

So ,  the  ma in  t rade  un ion  fro nt  of the  left cou ld  not  s u rvive 
on  the  issue of enha nc ing the  u n ity and PTU F lost i ts  
m e m bersh ip  i n  the World Federa t ion  of Trade U n io n s  
(WFTU ) .  U nti l 1958,  ne i ther  P W F  n o r  UTU F P  were a b le  t o  
get recogn i t ion  a t  a ny interna t io n a l  fo r u m .  Beca use of  the  
d iv is ion i n  t he tra de un ion  moveme n t, the  c l ass  
consc iousness of the workers suffe red a n d  the i r  strugg le 
conf ined o n ly to the  economic  dema nds .  

The l a bo r  a ct iv it ies a nd  str ikes we re ma in ly  d u e  to the  
genera l  po l i t i ca l  s i tuat ion  of the  count ry, where now the  
po l i t i cs was ma in ly  focused o n  the  fo reign po l i cy of 
Pa k istan a s  after the vis its by Lia q ua t  Al i  K h a n  of USA a n d  
Canada ,  t h e  count ry's depende nce o n  the  West was 
growing  day by day.  The worke rs o p posed P a kista n ' s  
jo in ing  of d ifferent  m i l ita ry a nd  p o l i t ica l b locks .  

In  Nove m ber 1 9 5 1, the  texti l e  workers of Lya l l p u r  
orga n i zed a b i g  demonstrat ion aga inst U SA. Afra id of 
adva nc ing  po l i t i ca l  act iv i t ies of worke rs, the  gove r n m e n t  
used the  fo rce a nd  a rrested over 200 a ctive trade un ion  
workers a n d  terminated services of m a ny others, wh i ch  
acted a s  g rease i n  the c l a s s  struggle a nd m a ny i nd u stri a l  
a reas witnessed sol ida rity str ikes .  

I n  1 9 5 2 ,  workers fo r the fi rst ti me,  com memorated t he 1s t  
May, w i thout  a ny advance  perm iss ion f rom the  
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a uthor ities .  I n  the same yea r, in Karach i  80% workers 
demonstrat ions  supported the o pt ion of str ike .  

I n  1953 ,  the  workers of newspape rs, p u b l ish i ng ho uses and 
c inema ho uses, teachers and  doctors a lso successfu l ly 
used the too l  of str ike for the acce ptan ce of , the i r  
demands .  I n  Apr i l  1953 ,  a jo int noti ce of s t r i ke  by  a l l  
Ka ra c h i  based u n ions forced a u thor i t ies  t o  accept the 
d e m a nds of the  tram workers. 

Ra i lway workers convened a confe re nce in 1953 .  Th is  
Lahore confe re nce was c h a i red ove r by M i rza I b ra h im  a n d  
the  conference .  e lected h i m  a s  P res ident  and  S h a m i m  
Ashraf M a l i k  a s  Genera l  Secretary. This ra i lway u n ion had  
the members h i p  of te n  thousa nds, but  overa l l  t r ade  u n ion  
was  u nder  the co ntro l  of  the reform ists a n d  the  l e ft 
inf luence on  it was on dec l ine .  Many  i ndependent  t rade 
un ion  centers a lso emerged, l i ke Post  and Telegraph 's  A l l  
Pa kista n U n ion  wi th  s ix member  L1n ions, Petro leum 
Workers Fede rat ion  w i th  twelve un ions  a n d  Water
Tra risport Worke rs Un ion, with overa l l  t h i rty thousa nd 
m e m bers .  

I n  1954 ,  two h u n d red a nd forty two tho usand workers 
were mem b e rs of the t rade u n ion org a n izat ions, wh ich  
was doub le  f rom 1948 .  I n  NWFP, n u m be r  of  t rade u n io n  
organ i za ti ons g rew 4 . 5  ti mes and  membersh i p  increased 
t h ree fo lds .  The t rade un ions were �trongest i r.  Punj a b, a s  
t h e  87% o f  t h e  Pa k ista n's l abor  fo rce was in  t h a t  prov ince .  
The tran s port workers were the most  o rgan ized force.  
'\!t hough the num be r  of o rgan ized workers i n  text i le  
i ndustry was less but  they we re the most  a ct ive fo rce, 
beca use in  the text i l e  ind ustry most of the m i l l s were o n  
sma l le r  sca le .  S i n ce 1954, t h e  l a b o r  movement  penet rated 
i n  more i nd ustries a n d joint s t r ikes were observed in the 
factories of same com pa ny, which can be seen in the  
workers s t r i ke  of  the  powerhouses and  e lectr ic  goods 
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man ufactur ing  m i l l s i n  Ka ra ch i, resu l t i ng in two-day 
darkness i n  Ka rach i .  

I n  the same yea r, work e rs s t rong ly p rotested aga i nst the  
defense agreements  between P a k ista n  a nd Turkey a n d  i n  
Karach i  tho usa nds of  workers pa rti c ipated  i n  a 
demonstra t ion  by the  l a bor  o rga n iza t ions  a nd ra ised 
s loga ns aga i n st i m pe ri a l i sm . Because of t hese e m e rg ing 
a nt i - imper ia l ist  sent iments, gove rnment  b a n ned m a ny 
democrat ic  o rga n izat ions  i n c l u d i ng the  Co m m un is t  Pa rty of  
Pa k ista n and  d i sa l lowed the  p u b l icat ions  of the  oppos i t ion .  
B u t  t hese steps b y  t he gove r n ment,  fa i led to cu rta i l  t h e  
velocity o f  t h e  movement a nd i n  J u ly, t he  m ines  workers i n  
Ba loch istan ,  text i le  workers i n  M u lta n a nd teachers i n  
S i n d h  went o n  str ikes .  I n  Oka ra , P u nj a b  workers 
demonstrated aga inst  the  taxes a nd defe nse expend it u res .  
A n ew wave of str ike a nd demonstrat ions  emerged as  
Pa k istan jo i ned S EATO i n  Se ptem be r  1954, the p rotests 
cont in ued t i l l  Nove m ber _  

Accord ing to offic ia l f igu res, n u m b e r  of str ikes was  
dou b led i n  1954,  with p a rti c i p a ti o n  of workers m u lt i p l ied  
five t imes.  The fifty pe rce nt  s t r i kes  i n  that  yea r  had the  
po l i t i ca l  dema nds, i nc l ud ing  democrat ic  cor.st i t ut ion,  the  
d ism i ssa l  of unconst i t u t iona l  const i tuent  asse m bly, ho ld i ng 
of  genera l e lect ions,  fo rmat ion  of  c a b i net  with the  
p a rt i c ipa nts of a l l  po l i t i ca l  pa rt ies  a n d  q u i t t ing the m i l i ta ry 
agreements .  

The reform ist o rga n i za t ions  a lso jo ined t he fo rces of 
oppos i t ion because of the de mocra t i c  move ment  and  
second ly, i n  the i ndust r i a l  d isp u tes, t he  M u s l i m  League 
government  was openly su pport i ng  the  e m p loyers. In  the 
a u t u m n  of 1 954,  the  gove rnm ent  i m posed the emergency, 
so the n u m ber  of str ikes in 19 55  dec l i ned .  

D u ri ng  1955-58, the workers of s m a l l e r  factories actively 
jo ined the  l a bo r  move m e nt .  D u r ing t h is pe riod the 
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e nfo rcement  of a democrat ic  l abor  pol icy was a m a i n  
d e mand b y  t he  workers .  

I n  S indh, Ba loch ista n a nd NWFP, the n at iona l q u est ion was 
an im porta nt  fa cto r in  the working c lass movement  as  the  
M us l im  League govern ment  had und one  fo u r  provinces by 
enfo rci ng t he  One-U n i t .  In th i s  act ,  t he  in terests of the  
sma l l e r  nat io na l it ies  were ignore d .  I n  t h is s i tuat ion,  t he  
de ma nd  fo r p rovincia i autonomy beca me m a i n  demand  i n  
the  gather i ngs of workers in  Nawa bsha h a nd Hyd e ra b a d .  
On t h e  o t h e r  ha nd, i n  N W F P  d u r ing t h e  period of 1947-54,  
on ly t h i rteen  str ikes co u ld  be orga n i zed  but  in  1955 as  the 
mobi l iza t ion o n  the nat ional  q uest ion  intens if ied, seven 
major str ikes were o rgan ized by  Pakistan Workers 
Federat ion .  

I n  1956 ,  m a ny e m p loyers v io lati ng t h e  8-hour  work ing  day 
r ight ,  sta rted getti ng work fo r 10-12 h o u rs a day and  tr ied 
lL exp lo i t  workers fo r their  losses i n  the p rice-h ike of 
ind ust r i a l  raw mater ia l  and  mach iner ies ,  which resu lted in  
ma ny s t r i kes .  I n  February 19 56, ba n k  e m p loyees i n  P u njab  
went  on  t he  str ike and  on 1 st M ay, the  Bata  workers i n  
the i r  meet ing,  besides ru is ing the i r  e co nomic  dema nds, 
asked fo r an a l l i a nce of the l abor  orga n i zat ions .  Many 
labor  leaders were a rrested in  t h e  fo l l ow-u p of th is 
meet ing, so on  the  next  day, not  a s ing le  worker of the  
shoe factor ies went to work .  I n  Kara c h i, dec i s ion  to fo rm a 
ce ntra l t rade un ion organ isati on was taken  in  t h e  1s t  May 
gather ing .  I n  J u ne 1956,  the workers of p u b l ic a nd private 
sector ban ks, pub l ish ing ho uses,  p r in t i ng presses, 
newspa pers a nd magaz i nes went on str ike,  i n  protest 
agai nst the non- issua nce of perm iss ion to fo rm a centra l  
un ion of a l l  banks a nd a l l  p ri n t i ng houses .  

The Pa k ista n i  worke rs expressed the i r  su pport  fo r the  
nat iona l  l i b e rat ion  moveme nts in  As ia  and  Africa . I n  J une 
1956,  t he  workers of the  Karach i  Port Trust strongly 
protested aga i nst the French po l ic ies  in  Algeria and 
refused to work fo r French vesse ls .  
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I n  Ba loch ist an  a n d  N W F P  workers were act ive i n  p rotests 
aga i nst  the a rrests of Pash toon nat io n a l ist  l ead e rs G h affa r 
Khan  a l i as  Bacha  K h a n  a n d  Abdu l  Sa mad  Acha kza i .  The 
issue of t he  provinc ia l a utonomy was pa rt of the str ike by 
mines wo rkers in  Ba loch ist a n .  

N u m be r  of str ikes i n  1956  g rew up  to doub le ,  i n  
co m pa rison of the  previous yea r  a n d  ha l f  of t hose str ikes  
cu l m i nated i n  t he  victo ry of workers.  

In 1957, the  wheat  c rop  was d a maged;  l ead ing  to  i n te nse 
b l a c k-ma rket i ng a n d a pr ice -h i ke was witnessed in  the 
food i tems .  On the  other  ha nd, the S u h a rwa rd i  
gove rnment  i n c reased t h e  d efense expe n d i t u res .  I n  t h i s  
yea r, fo r the  first t ime, worke rs of I ron  i nd ustry w e n t  o n  
t h e  str ike a nd t h e  revo lu t ionary tendencies penet ra ted  t h e  
teachers, c le rks a nd lawyers beca use of  growin g  
u n e m ployment a m o ng t h e m .  I n  Februa ry-M a rch  1957 ,  
t h i rty thousand  tea chers d emo nstrated aga ins t  low wages .  
I n  the M a rch-Apr i l , the  em ployees of Post a nd Te legra ph  
a lso we nt on  str ike but  the  most s ign ific an t  str ike of t h e  
yea r was by the  ra i lwa y workers i n  Rawa l p i nd i ,  d u ri n g  
wh ich  s i x  workers were k i l led  b y  the  po l ice fi r ing .  I n  
p rotest  aga inst  t h e  k i l l i ng  o f  the i r  co m ra des, wo rkers a t  a l l  
m ajor  ra i lway ce nters went o n  st r ike .  The workers o f  
Ka ra c h i Po rt and  ra i lway workers i n  Hyd e ra ba d  a n d  M u l ta n 
d e m a nded the  q u i t t ing fro m the  Co m m on Wea l th  a n d  
reduct ion  i n  t h e  defe nse expe nd i tures .  

In  Octob e r  1957,  P res ident  l s kander  M i rza i m posed ban  o n  
str ikes  in  gove rnment  depar tments .  I n  Dece m be r, t he  
te xt i l e  workers i n  Ka ra ch i ,  Hyde rq bad  a n d  La hore ;:ind  
workers of Attack O i l  M i l l s  w ent  on st r ike .  

The work ing c l ass i nfl ue nced the  de mocrat ic  s t rugg le  i n  
such  a way tha t  i t  beca m e  a n  i ndependent  po l i t ica l fo rce 
b u t  i t  shou ld  be ke pt in  m i nd t h at the l a b o r  laws 
i m p l e mented in  Pa k istan ,  were based on  the  B ri t i sh  laws 
and were h u rd l e  i n  the g rowth of the  a utonomous  a l l ia n ce  
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of the  work ing c la ss, as the t rade un ions had to be  
recogn i zed by the  emp loyers and  it had to be  registe red 
wi th  t h e  offi c i a l  Labor Department .  For the registra t ion  of 
any  new u n ion ,  i t  was req u i re me nt to p rovide the n u m be r  
of i t s  m e m bers, t h e i r  work-p l ace a nd  resident ia l addresses 
and the b rief p rofi les of the office-bearers .  M a ny u n io n s  
d id  not  registered,  beca use these wa nted to work 
inde pendent ly .  M a ny e m p loye rs bega n ment ion ing i n  t h e  
e m ployment  contracts tha t  t h e  e m p loyees wou ld  no t  
i nvolve themse lves i n  the un ion  a ct iv it ies; otherwise the i r  
services would  be term i n a ted . J u st 2/3 of  the to ta l  
i nd ustr ia l  workers were orga n ized in  the  trade u n io n  and  
most  of  t hese u n ions  were i n  the  control  of the reform ists . 
I n  spread i ng the scope of the  reform ist orga n i za t ions, 
American  advisors a nd  the WCFTU experts contr ibuted a 
lot  and  to stop the inf luence of Com mu n ism,  a n  
educat iona l  centre for the  t rade  u n ion  m e m be rs was  
la u n c hed i n  Ka rachi ;  where d u ring 1955-64 over two 
thousand perso ns were 'ed ucated' .  I n  sp ite of a l l  these 
hurd les, the advancement  of the work ing  c lass move m e n t  
in  Pa k ist a n  cont inued .  

I n  1958, d iso rga n i zed workers, espec ia l ly the seaso n a l  
wo rke rs, agri cu l t ura l l aborers and  da i ly  wagers a l so s tarted 
pa rt i c i pa t ion  i n  demonstrat ions  a nd  str ikes.  One of  the  
b igger str i kes of 1958 was  the str ike by the workers of  the  
m u lt i - na t iona l  o i l  compa nies .  S ixty-five t rade un ions  of 
Ka rach i, I n ternat io n a l  Federa t ion of  Oi l  Workers, t rade  
u n ions of o i l  sector from Ceylon and  I nd ia  he lped str i ke
wo rkers in every aspect . This st r ike wa s conside red as  the  
biggest str ike i n  Pa kista n .  

The workers o f  O i l  Refinery i n  Rawa l p i nd i , ra i lway wo rke rs 
i n  Suk k ur  a n d  La hore, text i le  worke rs i n  Okara a n d  
Ka rach iPort workers dema nded t h e  nat iona l i zat ion o f  
fo re ign i nvestment/ca p i ta l  and  q u itt i ng t h e  m i l i tary pacts .  
The m ine workers of Quetta,  c i t i zens of Peshawa r and  
students from Karach i  a nd  Lahore un iversit ies a lso 



Trade Union Mo ve ment----on Overvie w 3 3 3  

part ic ipated in  the  a nt i - im peri a l i st move m e n t .  However 
the working c l ass was u n a b l e  to beco me the vanguard of 
the democrat ic movement  a nd cont i nued  to be inf lue nced 
by the nat io n a l ist,  pet i t -bou rgeon pa rt ies, beca use of  
d isorga n izat ion  a t  the  centra l l eve l  and  m a ny other  
subjective and  object ive reasons.  

I n  these c i rc:.Jmsta nces, Genera l Ayub K h a n  im posed 
M a rti a l  La w i n  October  1958  a nd  bes ides a rresti ng  t h e  
democrat ic a nd l a b o r  l eaders, i m posed a b a n  o n  str ikes 
and demonstrat ions .  D u ring  1958-62,  when cou ntry was 
under the E m ergency, no major d e monstrat ions or 
protests we re o rga n i zed .  Although d u ri n g  t h is pe r iod, 
sma l le r  stri kes, which cou ld not  sust a i n e d  fo r a longer  
pe riod, were o bse rved i n  Karach i  S h i pya rd a n d  Va l i ka 
Text i le  M i l ls Karach i  a s  a lso by the  ra i lway workers i n  
La hore and  S u kkur .  I n  these str i kes, t h e  po l i t ica l demands  
were a lso i nc l uded .  

I n  1 958, t he wo rke rs of  the Rohri Ce m e n t  Factory, u n d e r  
the 'S indh Ce ment  Workers' U n ion'  went  o n  str ike .  Th is  
co nti nued for 1 7  days a nd e n ded on  the accepta nce of  
the i r  dema nds, which i nc l uded the  perm a n e nt 
e m p loyment of the  t e m pora ry a n d cont ra ct worke rs . 
R u k u n  ud Din Qasm i  was the  Pres ident  a n d  Fatah  U l l a h  
Usma n i  was t h e  Genera l  Secret a ry o f  t h e  u n ion ,  which was 
considered as  the  most  co m m itted a nd stro n g  u n ion  u n d e r  
the  inf luence o f  Co m m u n ist Pa rty. T h i s  s t ro nghold of the  
left lasted t i l l  G e n e ra l  Z ia i m posed the  M a rt i a l  Law ru le  
d u ring  1 980s. 

In 1 961 ,  ba n on t rade un i on  a cti viti es  co nti n ued b u t  t h e  
efforts for the  fo rmat ion  of a c e n t r a l  t rade un ion  
o rgan isat io n i n it ia ted a nd a coo rd ina t ion  com m ittee was 
fo rmed .  In 1962, the em ergency was l ift ed and except fo r 
the  Co mmu n ist Pa rty of  Pa kistan ,  b a n  o n  a l l  po l i t i ca l  
parti es  was  a lso l ift ed .  I n  1963,  a l l  p rogressive trade un ion  



334 Peop le 's Movement in Pakistan 

o rga n isat ion  of Pak istan un ited u nder  the leadersh ip  of  
M i rza Ib rah im i n  P..-U F .  

4 7  texti le  m i l l s  a n d  a To bacco Compa ny in  Ka rach i  we nt o n  
str ikes i n  1963 . 

Tobacco workers' movemen t of 1 963 
I m m ed iate ly afte r Pa kista r .  came into  bei ng, the  I m pe ria l 
To bacco Co m pany  of Eng land l a u n ched its ciga rette 
m a k ing bus iness i n  the country with a sma l l  i n vest m e n t  
a fter  a c q u i ri ng a wareho use in  t h e  WestWha rf a rea of  
Ka rach i .  Wi th in  no t i me, the com pa ny esta b l ished five 
'a ctor ies in Ka rach i, Ch i t tagong, J he l u m, Akora Khattak  a n d  
Dhaka . The company d id not bother t o  sha re i ts  p rofit wi th  
the  workers and  with B ritons a ppo inted on  key 
a d m i n istra t ive posit ions, they fo rmed a pocket  u n io n  
[esta b l ishment  su pported un ion]  t o  h e l p  i t  i n  denying t h e  
wo rkers t h e i r  leg i t imate rig hts .  

The workers a n no u nced the fo rmat ion of the i r  'Pa k 
Ciga rettes La bor U n ion'  with N aya b Naqvi  a s  its fi rst 
P res ident .  I n i t i a l ly, the Registra r of Trade U n ions was 
re lucta nt  to registe r the un io n .  However, i t  was  registe red 
when t he workers t h reate ned to a p p roach the court of law 
to upho ld the i r  r ight .  
The  a d m i n istrat ion  a nd  the puppet u n ion in i t i a l ly ignored 
the new u n ion but  when e lect ions were held th rough 
secret b a l lot  under  the Factory R u les fo r the  canteen 
co m m ittee and  works counc i l , t he cand idates of the La bor  
Un ion  won by secur ing  80 percent of the votes. One of the  
successfu l cand idates was  a sweeper, l n ayat M a s ih ,  who 
sha red the same tab le  in every meet ing of the works 
counc i l  with the Person nel M a n ager a nd other off icers, 
a l though in the ca nteen the swe epe rs had to sit in  a 
�eparate co rner .  On  the demands  a n d  p rotests by the 
co m m ittee, some i m prove ment  took sha pe a t  least in  the  
ca ntee n .  
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To co unter  t h e  d e m a nds a n d  peacefu l p rotest ,  t he  
co mpany a d m i n is t rat ion  a ccused workers o f  l a z i ness a n d 
low output  i n  p roduct ion .  M a ny act ive u n i o n  m e m be rs 
were charge-sheeted a n d  others were den ied  l eave.  The 
a d m i n istrat ion  had b r i bed the gove rnme nt's  Labor  
Depa rtment  off ic ia ls,  so they rea d i ly cond ucted i n q u ir ies 
aga inst the u n i o n  on  i ts  co m p l a i nts  but  i gnored the 
worke rs' r ightfu l  dema nds .  Whe never the  a d m i n istrat ion 
fa i led to get favora b l e  res u lts  t h rough the La bor  
Department, i t  sought  t h e  he lp  of pol ice who s u m moned 
the  u n ion's  office-bearers to the po l ice stat ion a nd 
t h reate ned t h e m .  
I n  these c i rcu msta nces, the  u n io n  evolved i ts  own w a y  o f  
p rotest .  Duri ng the m e a l  b r e a k s  the  workers s i l ent ly  sa t  i n  
fro n t  o f  the Factory M a nager' s  office or  staged s its - i n  fo r 
a n  hour  a ft e r  f i n i sh ing  t h e i r  sh ifts.  They fo i led  a ttem pts of 
the a d m i n istra t ion to p rovoke them  a nd h e ld t h e i r  wee k ly 
genera l  body meet i ngs i n  fron t  of the  fa cto ry's m a i n  gate .  
On  the morn i ng of 3 rd J a n u a ry, 1962 ,  t h e  compa ny 
suspended a l l  28  mach ine  ope rators of the pack ing  
department  on  the  cha rge of work ing  s lowly, wh ich  
accord ing  to them was resu l t i ng  i n  l ess p rod uct io n .  The  
a d m i n i st rat ion  was  conf ident  tha t  t h i s  extraord i n a ry act  
wou ld  sca re the  workers a nd  they wo u ld  d is tance 
themse lves from the  u n i o n .  Wi th  the  reg u l a r  m a ch ine  
operators p ushed ou t  of the fa ctory gate,  the  
admin istra t ion  ord e red t h e i r  he lpe rs to run  the  mach ines .  
The  major ity of the  un ion  m e mbers i n  t h e  pack ing  
d e p a rtment  co m p rised those  operators  who h•ad  been  
th rown out  of t he facto ry, so i t s  office-bearers  too  were  i n  
a d i l emma ,  b u t  the h e l p e rs, w i thout  c a ri n g  fo r the  
conseque nces, refused to work  w i thout  t h e i r  sen iors .  On  
the i r  refusa l ,  t he co m pa n y  ordered five mechan ics to  
operate  the mach ines .  These mecha n ics were c a l l ed 
'Sect ion M en' and the ir  soc ia l ,  economic a nd serv ice s ta tus  
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was d i ffe rent from the  h e l pe rs .  They had bette r sa l a ries 
beca use of sk i l l ,  had a longer  service period a nd had spent  
most of the i r  em ployment  per iod  wi th  the to bacco 
compa ny, t h us exploring new avenues  was not an easy task  
fo r the m .  But  in  so l ida rity with the i r  co-wo rkers they too 
refused to operate the mach ines, so they we re a lso 
expe l led  from the fa cto ry .  
Due to the expu ls ion ::Jf  the  operators and  sectio n m e n  
from t h �  compa ny, the  pack ing  mach ines were d e a d  so the  
wh o l e  ciga �ette m a king p rocess had  come to a sta ndst i l l .  I n  
t h is s i tuat ion, the com p a ny  dep uted i t s  officers to operate 
the machi nes but  they we re used to s i tt ing in  the i r  
l ux u rious offices a n d  issu i ng o rd e rs ra ther  than  ta k ing on  
such a p ra ctica l cha l lenge a nd the ciga rettes p rod uct ion 
d ropped from 14 m i l l ion to a few h u n d red thousand a day.  

The Pa kista n To ba cco Company v io lat ing the M a rt ia l Law 
regu lations  and  the l n J ustr ia l D isputes Ord ina nce 1959 on  
1 6  J a n u a ry a n nou nced l ayoff of the fa ctory but  workers 
refused to leave t he p rem ises.  O n  p ressure fro m the 
fa cto ry d m i n istrat ion ,  po l ice intervent ion and a 
gove rnment  assura n ce tha t  workers gather ing outs ide the 
gate would not be d isturbed,  t hey left the facto ry at one in 
the n ight .  F rom the very next day, the workers ca m ped 
o uts ide the factory gate with roun d-the-c lock speeches 
and s logans .  They vis ited the i r  homes t u rn by turn a nd 
he ld  t he p rotest ca m p  co n t i n uous ly  fo r th ree wee ks. From 
the morn ing fo l lowing the l ayoff, t he un ion leaders of 
nea rby fa ctories sta rted v is i t ing the protest ca m p  and  
expressing so l ida rity w i th  the  worke rs .  

T h e  fi rst meeti ng w a s  a tt e nded by  re presentatives of 39  
u n ions  and  the n u m be r  grew in  l a ter meet ings.  Nab i  
Ahmed,  Sen ior  Vice Pres ident  of the  Genera l  Motors 
Emp loyees U n ion was the  first l a bor  leader  who visited 
the m .  The i l lega l layoff of ove r 1 ,400 workers of  Pa kist an  
Tobacco Co m pa ny a n d the i r  resista nce mob i l i zed the  
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l a borers o f  t h e  whole country, especi a l ly i n  Karach i ,  a n d  
t h e i r  re prese ntat ives addressed the  da i ly meet i ngs.  The 
Pa kistan Petro leum Workers Federat ion, N a t i o n a l  a n d  
G rind lays B a n k  E m ployees Federa t ion ,  B urma · S he l l  
E m p loyees U n ion ,  U n ited Text i le Workers U n ion ,  A i rways 
E m p loyees Un ion  PIA b ra nch,  Pa kist a n  Secu rity P r in t i ng  
Corpora t ion E m p loyees Un ion ,  Karach i  S a l t  Workers U n ion ,  
Hashmi  Ca ne Compa ny Emp loyees U n ion,  Ka rach i  E lectr ic  
S u p p ly Corporat ion  E m p loyees U nion ,  B ro o k  Bond  
E m p loyees U n ion  a nd  S iemens' Eng ineer ing E mp loyees 
U n ion were in  the fo refront  of the so l ida rity movement .  

Labor  leaders of the Pa k ista n To bacco C o m p a n y  i n  J h e l u m  
a n d  Akora Khatt a k  a lso came to Ka ra ch i  a nd pa rt i c ipated i n  
t h e  protest meet i ngs. 

I n  consu l ta t ion  with the trade un i on  co m ra des, the P a k  
Ciga rettes La bor  U nion  convened a meet ing of  Karach i 
based u n ions on  27th  J a nua ry a t  the  Welfa reCenter  i n  Sher  
Shah  Colony to evolve a jo i n t  stra tegy of  strugg le .  I n  th i s  
h istor.i c  meet ing the  Ca l tex E m p loyees U n ion ,  B u rma O i l  
E m p loyees U n io n, Karach i  Ga s  E m ployees U n ion ,  Charte red 
B a n k  E m p loyees U n ion,  Nat io n a l  B a n k  of  Pa kista n Staff 
U n ion,  B a n k  of I nd i a  L im ited Staff U n ion ,  G e n e ra l  Motors 
E m ployees U n ion,  Domex L imited Workers U nion,  Pa k istan 
I nsura nce Em ployees Federat ion,  Dada bhoy S i l k  M i l l s  
Workers U n ion,  B awa n i  Text i le  M i l l s  Workers U n ion ,  KTX 
Workers U n ion,  Ka rach i  Bus Workers � n ion ,  Karach i  B u s  
Drivers U n ion,  K a rach i  Motor- Rickshaw Drivers' U n ion,  
Ra cket and  Cole m a n  Pak ista n Workers U n io n, Prem ier 
To b acco Compa ny E m p loyees U n io n ,  Hayee Sons  
Stee lwo rkers U n ion ,  K RTC E m p loyees U n ion ,  Joh nson a n d  
Ph i l l i ps Workers U n ion ,  Karach i  Sh ipyard M i l l s  E m p loyees 
U n ion,  U n ited Text i le  Workers' U n ion ,  Karach i  Pa i n t  a n d  
Chem ica ls  Workers U nion,  Orga n i za t ion  of  Karach i  B i r i  
Workers' U n ion ,  J u b i lee Sp i n n ing a nd Weaving M i l l s  
E m p loyees U n ion,  H a roon Text i le  M i l l s  Worke rs U nion ,  
Sha msi  C lo th  M i l l s  Workers U n ion,  Stee l Co rpora t ion  o f  
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Pa kist an  L imited Workers U n ion ,  Qadr i  S i l k  M i l ls Workers 
U n io n  a nd Sha l i m a r  S i l k  M i l ls Workers U nion a lso 
p a rt i-C ipated in  a d d it ion  to those a l ready active in  t h e  
movement .  

An Act ion  Com m ittee was formed to boost the  s truggle, 
with Moha m med Sha reef, P resident of the Pa k istan 
Petro l eum Wo rkers Federat ion,  as its co nvener  a nd a 
re p rese ntat ive of each part ic ipat ing  union as its member.  

To p resent the  worke rs' sta nce before the govern ment  and 
the ma nagement, a six-m e m be r  de legation was formed.  I t  
comprised Mohammed Sha reef, Afza l  S idd iqui  (P resident, 
Nat iona l  a nd Grind lays B a n k  E m p loyees Federat ion), Iqba l  
H u ssa in  Kazmi  (Genera lSecretary, Pak istan Petro leum 
Workers Federa t i on ), Na b i  Ahmed (Vice-Pres ident, Genera l  
Motors E m ployees U n ion ) ,  A ltaf Hussa in  (Genera l  
Secreta ry, A i rways E m p loyees U n ion,  P I A  branch)  a n d  S .P  . 

. Lodhi  ( P resident,  U n ited M i l l s  Workers Un ion) .  

The meet ing adopted a reso lut ion  against the i l legal  
l ayoffs, condemned the  a nti-worker att i tude of  the  
compa ny adm i n ist ra t ion  a n d  demanded immed iate 
acceptance of the i r d e m a nds, i nc l ud ing reopen ing of the  
fa ctory, reinstat ing  the  workers, recognit ion of t h e  Pa k 
Ciga rettes La bor U n ion,  g u a ra ntee of no  further revengefu l 
a cts aga i nst the  workers in  future a nd payment to  t he 
workers for the layoff period.  

The worke rs' de legat ion i m mediate ly wrote a letter to  the 
co m pa ny a d m i n istra t ion,  e m phas ized the need for a q u ic k  
a n d  honorab le so lu t io n  o f  t h e  d ispute a n d  expressed i ts  
wi l l i ngness to have a meet ing with the  m a nagers. Bu t  t he 
company d id  not  bother  to reply to the  letter. 

O n  29th J a n u a ry, a n  Acti o n  Co m mi tt ee meeting a t  406, 
Qa m a r  Ho use, was schedu led wh ich,  among other  issues, 
cons idered a n  inv ita t ion  letter sent by the  Karach i  
a d m in istrat ion to Nayab Naqvi, the  P resident of the  Pak 
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Cigarettes La bor  U n ion,  fo r atte n d in g  a jo int  meet ing,  
same day with t h e  compa ny' s  officia l s .  

( 

After a t h o rough d iscussion, t h e  co m m ittee a p p roved 
part ic ipation in the  meeting that was cha i red  over by t h e  
Deputy Comm issioner  o f  Karachi  a n d  a tte n d e d  b y  a l l  t h e  
com pa n y  officia l s .  

The Deputy  Co m m iss ioner expla ined  t h e  governm e n t  
pol ic ies a n d  e m phasized the  n e e d  fo r resolving t h e  
d isputes .  I t  w a s  fo r the  fi rst t i m e  s i n c e  t h e  layoffs, w h e n  
the  representat ives of the  com pany  a n d  t h e  u ni o n  s a t  o n  
the  same tab le .  

After  six-ho u r- long negotiat ions a ss isted by the  13eputy  
Com m ission e r, the  major  po ints  of  reco nci l iat ion were 
agreed upon  a t  a bout  mid night .  

However, a t  the  last  moment, the compa ny's offic ia ls  
disclosed that  they had to get a fi n a l  a pp rova l fro m t h e i r  
Lo ndon h e a d  office . 

The Deputy Com m iss ioner gave t h e m  t ime  to  get  t h e  
a p p roval a nd a n nounced t h a t  both s ides  wou ld s ign a n  
agreement  i n  h i s  presence at  1 1  i n  t h e  morn ing  of 30th 
J a n u a ry. The workers' rep rese ntat ives thought  that  t h e  
a pp rova l fro m London would o n ly be  a forma l ity a n d  t h e  
issue w a s  going to be resolved .  

H oweve r, when  they  reached t h e  Deputy Com m iss ion e r' s  
office the  n e x t  morn ing, t h e y  fou n d  a cha nged s i tuat ion .  

The Centra l La bor  Cb m m issibner, K hwaja Sa la h ud d i n ,  had  
assumed t h e  ro l e  of  a rbitrator a nd t h e  compa ny' s  
represe ntat ives refused t o  s ign t h e  agre e m e nt .  

I nstead of a s king  t h e  . ma nagem�'nt to  s ig n the  accord 
wh ich  had been  agreed u po n  i n  pr inc ipa l ,  Khwaja 
Sa lahudd in  restarted the  negot iat ions  a n d  presented  h i s  
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own formula  for resolving the d ispute  that  was com plete ly  
one-sid e d  a nd a nt i-wo rkers . So t h e  agreement  was 
doome d .  
T h e  city administrat ion was n o t  i n  fav�r o f  the workers. b u t  
w a s  worrie d  o f  criticism by the  genera l  pu bl ic ove r t h e  
shortage of cigarettes, especia l ly t h o s e  o f  the  s u perior 
brands .  At the  time of the  layoffs, the Company Secreta ry, 
J. Steal  Ba rd, had proudly a n no u nced that  there was 
sufficient stock of ciga rettes ava i l ab le  in the co u ntry.  This 
state ment  negated the management's a l legat ion that the 
workers were de l iberately going s low in  the ir work. 
Newspa per  e ditoria ls  on the issue a lso ra ised many 
questions i n  th is regard . 

The cit izens were justified in i nq uir ing how the  layoff of 
over 1,400 workers was being to lerated in t h e  p resence of 
the M a rt ia l  Law Regulations which ban ned str ikes as wel l  
a s  layoffs . 
After  t h e  fa i lure of the n egotiat io ns, the  center  of 
attention s hifted to the Ind ustria l Court where both the 
union and com pa ny had  registereq  their  cases .  

The union had a pproached t h e  co u rt long before the 
layoffs a bout the da i ly  hardsh ips be ing faced by the 
workers. Soon after  suspending t h e  2 8  mach ine  operators, 
the com p a ny had fi led an a p p l icat ion in  the cou rt, seek ing 
permission to d ismiss then fro m service.  The un ion  had 
a lso fi l ed  an a ppl icat ion aga inst the layoffs . 

The cou rt d ismissed the  u n ion's  a p p l icati o n  a n d  o n  2 n d  
February a l lowed the company to d is miss the  operators. 

The a nt ic i pat ion of a favorab1e co urt dec is ion was the rea l  
reason behind t h e  compa ny's refusal  t o  s ig n  t h e  
agreement with the workers desp ite t h e  accord · on  t h e  
form ula t o  resolve the standoff a n d  it  e nded the layoff 
after the a nnouncement of t h e  verdict .  
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The co m pa ny had t h o ught that the layoff for 2 0  days a n d  
l. 

t/le co u rt ve rd ict would  have d ishear,tened  t he workers 
and the  rest bf the  task ·  wo uld  be fu lfi l led  by the pol ice. 

So, as  the co m pany  pasted the not ice  on the factory's ga,te 
a bout end i� t h e  layoff, po l i c� d i�persed the  workers 
gathered there a n d  impo��ed  the.1 Ma �t ia l  Law Regu lat ions 
a nd Section 144 in' the  vic in ity: All  the a re.a fr<,.n t h e  
fa ctory t o  the  S h e r  Sha h Colony w a s  taken over by pol ice.  

O n  the other hand ,  the workers were tak ing the h istorica l 
dec is ion of .• :going� on stri kefromSthFel}ruary.  On 3 rd 
February, the  �ompany got p u bl ished notices" of  e ndl1ng t h e  
layoff i n  a l most a l l  major  newspa pe rs . The··announcement 
was tatgeted m a i n ly at  the ge nera l  p u bl ic  a nd not  t h e  
workers o f  t h e  company .  

The two interve n i n g  days were crucia l for both  parties. The  
motor  ve hic les of the  compa ny's officers were runni ng day 
a n d  n ight  in  d i ffe re n t  labor sett lements  to woo t h e  
wo rkers with promises . Bes ides t Hat, rumors were sgread  
i n  a b id  to break  the  u n ity of the  la borers in  some a reas  
t tfa t  a gro u p  of P a t h a n  workers was  ready to  resume the  
work . Sqrflewhere e l s e ,  it w a s  s a i d  that  Punjabis  ·we re 
ready ar the · M o hajirs had agree d  to · work· o� the  str ike 
day .  So me .-..e re "'to ld  that  the  former workers from 
Saha ra n p u r  had noth ing to do  'with t h e  strike. 
Besides  t ;ying to i n st igate ethn ic pola riz;t ion a mong the  
wo rk� rs, ma.ny 9f them were prom isecf promotions a nd 
extra be l1€fits if they h e lped fo i l  the  strike. 

To sha re the truth and counter  the rumors, the u nion's  
leatiersh ip and  active members were fre qu e n t ly visit ing 
the  workers' re s iden t ia l  a reas .  The need to  keep i n  touch 
with the workers had  i ncreased m a n ifo ld .  

As .. o rga11 iz in�  la rge meet ings had become i m possib l e  
because o.f h ind ra n<:es  created b y  the · po l ice,  gro u p  
meeti'ngs were he ld  a t  ctct ive worke rs' houses.  
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A few a mong them took the res pons i b i l ity  to fo l low a n d  
kee p  a n  eye o n  the office rs' a n d  t h e i r  veh icles' movement.  
O n  the  day  of the  s t rike, the co mpany pl ied h i red buses on  
var ious  routes i n  the c i ty  to faci l i tate the worke rs. O n  the 
instruct ions  of the u n ion,  no  bus  was stopped o r  da maged.  

With i n  one  hour, the  s i tuat ion became crysta l  cl ear. Less  
than one  percent of the  workers had  jo ined their  work, 
which was a p lea sa nt s urprise fo r the un ion  i tse lf. 

The s uccessfu l  act io n  i nsp i re d  the wo rke rs of the  whole 
Karach i  who had pooled Rs 6, 500 for the i r  stri k ing  
brothers, a l though the e n t ire a m ount  was  spent  o n  
cha l l engi n g  t h e  I n d u str ia l  Co u rt verdict thro ugh a n  a ppeal  
i n  the  Supreme Court .  This a ppeal  was rejected .  
O n  6th  Februa ry, a t ri-pa rty labor confere nce was he ld  a t  
the S i n d h  Asse mb ly bu i l d i ng, p resided over by the La b o r  
M i n ister, L ieute na nt  G e n e ra l  Waj id  A l i  Burki .  

Meanwti i le ,  the tobacco workers he ld a d emonstrat ion in 
fron t  of the b ui ld ing .  In  the even i ng, as  a meeting of  the 
Actio n  Comm ittee was i n  progress at the Pak istan 
Petro leum Federat ion office, Cent ra l  Labor Com m iss ion e r  
Khwaja Sa la h udd in  a rrived there a long with a trade u n io n  
leader, M .A. Khateeb .  They ca l led the  leaders of t h e  P a k  
Ciga rettes La bor U n io n  a n d  o t h e r  com m ittee m e m b e rs 
o uts ide the meeting room and  told them that the La bor  
M i n iste r had ass igned  t h e  respons ib i l ity of resolv ing the  
tobacco factory d i spute  to the Commiss ioner of Karachi ,  
G.A.  Mad ni ,  who had cal led the union lead ers im mediately 
to h i s  office and both of them had come to take them 
there .  They sa id  the  co m pa ny's officers had .a l ready 
reached the co mmissi o n e r's office.  

In t h i s  n ew situation, with the_ consensus of the Act ion  
Comm ittee, the  un ion 's  p res ide nt, t reasurer  and  two 
worke rs went to the  co m m iss ioner' s  office. G .A. M a d n i  
read o u t  G enera l  B u rki 's  o r d e r  to t h e  company a n d  u n ion  
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rep resentat ives a n d  told them that those who would not 
o bey the order would be a rrested .  

The six-point o rd e r  stated :  

1- The str ike  shou ld be ca l led  off a nd the workers 
should resume their  work fro m 6th  Februa ry; 

2- •Th e  workers wi l l  be pa id  66 percent  of t heir wages 
for the layoff and str ike period; 

3- The 28 operators a n d  5 secti o n  men wi l l  be taken  
back  into the se rvice b u t  they wi l l  have  to sub mit  
a n  a pology d u ly ratified by  the  u n ion;  

4- The u nion wi l l  be recogn ized, 

5- The u nion wi l l  with d raw its  case rega rd ing  d e m a n d s  
filed in the  Ind u str ia l  Cou rt; a n d  

6 - T h e  workers w i l l  com m it t o  not  work ing s low. 

The com pany's P rincipa l Advisor  Ro bert G ra n t  s igned the 
o rd e r's  copy but the  union's  re p resentatives refused to do 
so.  

As the  union's p res ident tr ied to speak,  Mr M a d n i  left t h e  
roo m  whi le shout ing a t  the Central La bor  Co m m iss ioner  to  
get  the u nion rep resentat ives' s ignatures .  

Everyth ing was ha ppening very q u ick ly .  The issue of 
s igning the order became a point of co ntent ion  a m ong the 
u nion's re p resentatives. After  re ma in ing  rel ucta n t, the 
u nion's P res ident Nayab Naqvi s igned the o rd e r  on  a n  
assura nce that  Genera l  B u rki 's  o rd e r  was not a n  
agreement, s o  withd rawal  o f  the case from the I n d ustria l  
Court would be o n  the d iscret ion of the  u n ion .  

At e leven on the same n ight ,  a meet ing was  he ld  in  Sher  
Shah  Colony where the  La bor  M i n i ster' s  o rd e r  was 
com m u nicated to the worke rs, who co ns idered it to be in 
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the ir  favo r a n d  dec ided to resume work from 7th February. 

, On 20th February 1963, a genera l  meeti ng of the texti le  
workers was convened  at  the Za i b-Ta n Text i le  M i l ls 
g round,  which went ve ry wel l .  For t h e  next day, a nother  
meet ing was  pla n ned, fo r which  workers had pub l ished 
and pasted notices and posters o n  the  wal ls  a l l  over the 
c i ty .  Ti l l  the  morning of 2 1st  February, there ' were no  
restrict ions of the worke rs' gath e ring  but  as  the  wo rkers 
started rea ch ing  t h e  meet ing ven u e  i n  the afternoon,  the 
a rea magistrate told them, in i t ia l ly  i n  - po l i te  to ne  and later 
aggressive ly that  secti o n  144 was imposed i n  the c ity a n d  
t h e  assembly o f  fo u r  o r  more persons  wa s p ro h ib i ted .  
Afte r the consu l tat ions  of the  leaders,  the meet ing was 
ca nce l led and wo rkers peacefu l ly sta rted return ing back 
but a t  few places they were baton charged by the  pol ice,  
who a lso a rrested many workers and  sent  them to  prison . 
From n ext day, the workers orga n ized the ir  meet ings in  
workers' co lon ies  for seven  cont i nuous  days. Duri ng th i s  
mobi l izat ion,• workers' leadersh ip  a n nou nced a genera l  
str ike on  1 st M a rch .  

On  the  an nou nced day, workers started to  come o ut in  
groups .  The pol ice had  cordo n-off the  area betwe e n  the  
Va l i ka Text i le M i l ls a n d  Pak  Colony.  As  the  wo rkers sta rted 
the i r  march from Pathan Colony, they were attacked near  
Va l i ka M i l ls by  the  po l i ce .  I n  t h e  pol ite f ir ing s i x  of the  
p rotesti ng workers were k i l led wh i l e  2 3  othe rs , in jured .  
Th i s  massacre resulted i n  a wave of protest i n  La hore, 
Karach i, Hyderabad,  Lya l l p u r  a n d  other  c it ies .  To protest 
against  th i s  massacre, strikes were observed at d i ffe re nt 
places.  

During  the  same yea r, str ikes were observed in  the  m u.lt i
national factories and nat iona l izat ion of these fa ctories 
was demanded .  The longest str ike was observe d by the  
workers of the Oi l  Compan ies, which resulted i n  acute  o i l  
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shortage occu rred i n  c i t ies  l i ke Karach i ,  where t ransport 
ca me to a sta n dst i l l .  The workers of  the power statio ns i n  
Karachi  a l so i ssued a wa rn ing o f  a str ike in  so l ida rity wit h 
the i r  co m rad es .  This  strike e n d e d  i n  the victory of  worke rs 
� :ind the i r  d e m a n d s  we re acce pte d .  In Se pte mber  1963,  the  
worke rs of  text i le  m i l l s  went  o n  str ike in  s u pport o f  
jou rna l ists .  

The characte risti c of the str ikes d u r ing  1963 · wa s  
. o rgan isat ion a n d  p la n n i ng.  M l  these str ikes were o rga n ized  

by the t rade  u n i o n s  a n d  as  the exper i��nce had  s h qwn that  
the most decis ive fa ctor i n  the success of  str ike was  the  

·> 

so l ida rity. With the growing inf lue nce of the l a l;> o r  
move m e nt, the  need of u nity a m o �g the ' l a b o r  
o rgan izat ions was fe l t .  I n  order  to un ify a n d  Coord inate 
activit ies, a coord inat ion com m ittee was fo rm e d .  

A l l  Pak istan Federat ion of  Trad e  U n ions  (APFTU ) . w;J's 
fo rmed i n  1963 . S lowly, it penetrated i rtto �e;t i le ,  oi l ,  
pharm acy, mach i n e  b u i lcj i ng, food p rocess ing  and m i n e s  
sectors a nd ti l l  1-989 i t  had · branches j n  Rawa l p i n d i, 
Peshawa r, Lya l l pu r, M u ltan a n d  Karach i, with 'maxim u m  
600,000 m e m be rs.  I t  was o n e  of  t h e  ve ;y fey.i fed e rati.P ns·' 
i n  the co u ntry, with s�parate wome.n a n d  yo uth  wings .  I t  
h a d  n o  fo rmal  affi l iat ion with a ny po l i_t ica l pa rty o f  t h e  
co unt ry a n d  h a d  me m bersh ip  o f  World Confe d e rat ion o f  
Free Tra d e  U n ions .  

· 

I n  August  19 65, i n  a·l most a l l  major c i ti es, d e m o n strap o n s  
we re o rga n i zed aga inst t h e  America n bombardment  o n  
Vietn a m .  

D u ring  the wa r wHh I n d ia i n  1 965, the gove rnment too k 
over the Roht i  Cement  facto ry a n d  faced a nother  wave o f  
protest b y  warkers, who .. agreed t o  work after the 
acceptance of  the i r  demands .  

The  war w i th  I n d ia ca used a shoot ing u p  the  d efe nse 
expe n d i t u res which res u lted i n  the dec l i ne  of the sta n d a rd 
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of l i fe fo r the common peop le .  At the wa r t ime,  once aga i n  
the emergency wa s im posed a � d i t  d i rect ly a ffected the  
l abor  move ment, w h ich beca me more or. less dormant .  
Th i s  retreat ing in to  a she l l  by  the l a bor  movement 
co nti n ued ti l l  Febru a ry 1969 . 

I n  between, the st r i ke of ra i lway workers of La hore i n  1966 
dema nded the nat i r : 1 a l i zat ion  of a l l  b ig  i nd ustr ia l u n i ts  a n d  
m u lt i -na t iona l  fact o :iEs .  D u ring  th i s  str i ke, one  ra i lway 
worker Shah Moham med was k i l led ,  when a ra i lway eng ine  
ra n over the worke rs, who were p rotest ing i n  a 's i t- i n' on  
the  ra i lway track  at ,  the  Rohr i  Loco shed .  . •  

The trade u n ion  worke rs who were a ffi l i a ted with the  
Co m m u n ist Pa rty of  Pa kista n and  were not happy with  the 
pro-gove rn ment  reform ist po l i c ies of the t rad i t iona l  
l eaders h i p, he ld the i r  meeti ng i n  Apr i l  1966  a t  Hydera bad 
to fo rmu late the fut u re l i ne of act ion a n d  fo rmed the West 
Pa k ist a n  Workers' Federat ion,  with Sha m im Wast i  as 
Pres ident ,  N a bi Ahmed a s  Genera l  Secreta ry and A izaz  
Nazeer  as  Orga n iz ing Secreta ry .  After  the  reversa l undo ing 
of One-Un it, the  word 'West' was removed from its name .  

A review of  the str ikes d u ring  1967  ind icates that  70% of 
these str ikes were fo r economic dema nds, beca use of the  
pr ice-h i ke a fter  bad c rops  a n d  reduct ion  i n  g ross income.  
D u ring th i s  per iod, t he  text i l e  workers dema nded a ra ise of  
40% i n  wages, which was rejected, so  the text i l e  workers 
of  Karach i ,  Hydera ba d  a n d  Lya l l pu r  we nt  on  str i ke, which 
ended i n  their  part i a l  v ictory .  I n  the  same month,  ra i lway 
worke rs, Post and Telegra ph workers in  La hore and the  
workers of Ka rach i Port went  on  s t r i ke .  Beca use of the  
worke rs' str ike,  the funct ion  of  ra i lway was bad ly  affected . 
The a d m i n istrat ion refused to a ccept the d e m a nds and  
a rrested 300 l eaders a n d acti ve workers.  The  port str ike 
co nti nu ed fo r 4 2  days a n d  i n  resu l t  a u thor ities we re fo rced 
to release 150 a rrested workers.  
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D u ring  1 967, the workers of power houses in  Karach i ,  
Lya l l p u r  M u nic ipa l  e m ployees, two thousand d rivers of 
dea n ing mach i nes  i n  Karach i, d rivers of b u ses and trucks  
i n  La hore, Peshawa r, Lya l l p u r  and G ujrat  a nd ba n k  
e m ployees i n  Lya l l p u r  a n d  S ia lkot  a lso went o n  stri ke .  

I n  Apr i l  1967,  the workers of cement  i n d ustry fo rmed a 
centra l o rgan isati o n .  I n  May 1 967, Al l  Pa kista n Tra d e  
U nion  Co u n ci l  w a s  fo rmed i n  Karachi, which d e m a n d e d  a 
new labor  pol icy a n d  co ndem ned the America n aggress i o n  
in  Viet n a m .  I n  t h e  same yea r, the workers o f  the s m a l l e r  
towns incl u d i ng cement  fa ctory a n d  natura l  g a s  workers of  
Hazara, posta l workers i n  G ujra nwala, workers of  d iffe re n t  
sectors i n  S ia l kot, Wazira ba d, Sargod ha a n d  N a us h e h ra 
went on  strike . 

The Pakista n Ra i lways workers went o n  strike i n  Octo b e r  
1 9 6 7 .  Later, s o m e  ma i nstream u n io n s, especia l ly C B A  
U n ited U n i o n  led  by Omar  D in  ca l led-off the  str ike b u t  
workers conti n ued  i t .  I t  w a s  a n  open  re be l l ion  aga inst t h e  
Ayu b  M a rt ia l  L a w  a n d  d u ring  th i s  str ike fo r fi r�.t t ime i n  t h e  
h i story; the workers o f  Ra i lways Marsha l l ing  Ya rd a lso 
part ic ipate d .  I n  Ka rach i, the workers sat on  the  ra i lway 
t racks outs ide the Ca nto n m ent  Ra i lways Stat ion and a l l  
t ra ins  were stopped .  Su la iman, a m e m b e r  of t h e  
Com m un ist  Pa rty of  Pakista n a n d  a leader of the  West 
Pak ista n Ra i lwa ys Workers U n ion  p laye d  a lead i ng role i n  
mak ing t h e  str ike successfu l with in  Ka rach i  ra nge.  

On the th i rd  day  of  the  stri ke, as  the fa tigue was vis i b le i n  
t h e  wo rkers, a local  u n ion lea d e r  saw a l i tera ry-m i n d e d  
young b o y  M a n zoor  Ra z i, son  of a rai lway em ployee, 
a mong  the gathere d  people a n d  asked him to de l iver a 
speech.  The  tee n-aged Raz i  offered  to recite a poem 
i n stead of speech and  afte r m uch a p p la u se; he recited h i s  
poem a bout  Ame rica n a ttack o n  Vietn a m .  He had yet  to  
com plete h i s  poem,  when the  a rmy a long with  ra i lway 
po l ice attacked the  p rotesters and made arrests i nc lu.i i ng 
Raz i .  It was h i s  f irst a rrest d u r ing a long career of po l i t ica l  
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and  soc ia l  act iv i sm.  Ra z i  tr ied to exp l a i n  that he was not  
even a common member of  the un ion  but  as  he was o n  the 
stage so was cons idered as  one of  the  leaders .  Th i rteen 
pe rso ns i n c l u d i n g  s ix  san i tary wo rkers were a rrested fro m 
the Ca ntonment  Ra i lways stat ion a n d  were moved to the 
Art i l l e ry Po l ice Stat i o n .  Young Raz i  was scared but  then he 
saw the Co m m u n ist  worker Su la tm a n  in deep s leep .  In fea r  
a n d  pa n ic ,  R a zi awoke S u l a i m an, · wh o  told hWri that  the 
po l ice.had fo u rteen days re mand  aga inst them, so t i l l  ttfat 
t ime they wo u l d  h.a ve to stay· i n  po l ice c ustody. Later,�t hey 
were sh i fted to the K a rach i  Centra l J a i l, f i l l ed  with both the  
po l i t ica l act iv ists as  wel l  as the cr imina ls .  After  the 
exp i rati o n  o f  14-d ays re mand ,  it was exte nded for fu rthe r  
1 4  ,days · a nd a l l  wo rk� rs we re re leased after  i ts  
exp i ration .On  17th  Ma rch 1969, the  workers o f  Pakista n 
Ra i lways o n ce aga i n  we n t  on str ike .  

With the  b rea k�u p of  the  cou ntry and the i nsta l l a t ion  of 
the  Bh utto gove rnme nt, a ·new p hase of  po l it i ca l  
mob i l i zat ion e m e rged i n  the6 country a n d  t h e  ra i lways 
workers were no except io n .  In Kara c h i, a new u n ion ,  
named Ra i lways La b o r  U n ion ,  w i th  M a n zoor  Raz i  a n  active 
m e m b e r, wa s ·  fo rmed . . I n  La hore, a n  underground  p ro
Ch ina M a rx ist  g ro u p  fo rmed the Ra i lways l nqa lab i  
( R'evo lut io �a ry) U n ion ,  YJti i l e  Ma l i k  Qa yum of Rawa l p i n d i  
fo r�d t h e  Peop les' La bor  U n i o n .  

T h e  new· e m e rg i ng u n.i o n  leadersh ip  was of  t h e  o p i n i o n  
t h a t  as  t h e  e m p loye r of  h u n d reds  of  thousand workers i n  
s o  many d ive rse sect ions, the Pak ista n Ra i lways s h o u l d  n p t  
have a s ing le  un ion . T h i s  i n i t ia.t ive h a d  s o m e  tact ica l  
support by few ru l ing pa rty leaders .  Later, o n  the secon d  
thought, in  Decem ber  1975, t h e  sepa rate u n ions  were 
m e rged in  a s i ng le  u n i o n .  In 1975, fo r the fi rst ti me the 
Ra i lways Workshop wo rkers 9ch ieved the r ight to vote in 
the refere nd um, where M i rza I b ra h i m  had a s ign ifica nt  
i n fluence ,  wh ich  he lacked in  the open  l in e .  I n  1 974, as  the 
Bh utto gove rnment  tu rned aga i nst the trade u n i o ns, active 
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t rade  u n ion workers were a rrested,  i nc l ud ing  the u n i o n  
leadersh ip  o f  Ra i lways.  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  Ma nzoor Razi ,  who 
was kept at  Karachi ,  Hyd erabad,  Kha i rpur  and  Sukkur  
pr isons,  under  the Defe n se of Pa kistan Ru les  ( D P R ) .  A l l  the  
a ctive t rade  u n ion worke rs i nc lud ing  Raz i  were 
i m mediate ly  terminated from the  services.  A l tho ugh they 
a p p roached Bhutto through Rai lways U n ion G e nera l  
Secretary and  the  Left ist  Labor  M i n ister  Kh ursh id  Hassan  
Mir  b ut Bh utto co ns idere d  them frie nds  of  t h e  Com m u n ists 
a n d  kept them i n  j a i l .  Later, on a writ pet i t ion,  they were 
o rd e red  to be re lease by J ust ice Noor  u l  Arife e n  of S ind h 
H igh  Court but  re-a rrested at  t h e  pri son gates .  As the  Tri
pa rty Labor confe rence was a p p roach ing, B h u tto ord e red  
the i r  re lease a n d  they went  d i rect ly to Rawa l p i n d i  to 
attend the  confe re nce.  Afte r atte n d i ng the conference, t h e  
rece nt ly  re leased t ra d e  u n ion leaders reached Karachi  by a 
t ra in  a n d  were accorded a very warm welcome by the  
fe l low workers.  

In 1968-69 i n du stria l p rotests the  tech n ique  of Gherao 
( E nc i rc lement )  was p refe rred by the  workers .  I n  
reta l iat ion,  the  G e nera l  Ya hya government  i n  Karachi  a l o n e  
retre nched 45,000 workers .  Tria l s  of m a ny l a b o r  leaders 
were h e ld in  the  m i l ita ry courts .  

But  most  of the str ikes  aft e r  1967  fa i led ,  so  the  working 
c lass conc luded that many of t h e i r  i ssues cou ld  be resolved 
through the  d emocrat ic  system of governme nt,  d irect 
e lect ions a n d  m o re t ra d e  u n ion rights. So d u ri ng the 1968-
69 stri kes, these d e m a n d s  were h igh l ighted .  I n  1968, as 
the e lectio n dates neared  and the · po l i t ica l  fo rces 
a ctivated, t h e  socia l and c lass contrad ictio ns  a l so 
sharpened,  which had  emerged d u ring t h e  ten years of 
m i l itary d ictatorsh ip .  The mo nopo ly  on wea lth a n d  
reso u rces b y  few, p u s h e d  not  o n l y  t h e  working c lass b u t  
the  m i d d l e  c la sses, stude nts,  lawye rs, teache rs, other  
o p p re ssed c lasses and the  op pressed nat ion into strugg le .  
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Dur ing the working c lass struggle in 1 968-69, the p ractical  
a d m i n ist ratio n of c it ies,  especia l l y  with i ndustr ia l  base was 
in  the hands  of loca l  Soc ia l ist l eadersh ip .  D u ring this t ime,  
the De puty Commissio ner  of Lya l l p u r  had  to o btain 
perm ission from loca l  la bor leader  M u khtar  Ra na for the 
t rucks ca rryi ng goods i nto a n d  from t h e  city. 

1 1 1  J 968-69, Chowdri Khush i  M o ha m m ed,  a d isside n t  of 
f\'l i •  c ;1 I bra h im's  u n ion,  fo rmed an independent 
0 1 g<rn isatio n 'Ra i lways G u a rds Associat ion' . H e  himself 
beca me its Secretary G e nera l ,  whi le a Socia l ist C.  R .  Aslam 
was made its P res ident .  This o rga n isat ion exclusively 
worked for a n d  o rgan ized ra i lway guards .  

I n  J a n u a ry 1969,  e ight  opposition  p a rti e s  formed the  
Democratic Action Co m m ittee ( DAC) a nd o n  the  a p pea l  of  
PTU F, fifty thousa nd workers he ld  a demonstration i n  
so l ida rity w i t h  DAC. I n  Feb r u a ry 1969,  c lashes e ru pted 
between workers a n d  po l ice d u ring the  a nti-gove rnment  
p rot , '. sts i n  Ka ra ch i  and  on  the  orders  of G e n e ra l  Ayu b 
K h ci n  Army was ca l l ed i n  Karach i .  The a rrest of 200 labor  
and  . ; ' i t ica l l eaders c o u l d  not s top  the p rotests. 

In F •.: b ruary 1969, twe nty thousand workers of ra i lway, 
d e m  nstrated u n d e r  the  leadersh i p  of M i rza I b ra h i m  a n d  
M s .  Kd neez Fat ima;  ca r ry ing red flags i n  t h e i r  ha nds, they 
ra ised s loga ns i n  th� fa vo r of Socia l i sm a n d  against the 
ca p ita l ism a n d  imper ia l i sm .  

I n  M a rch 1969, Ayu b  Khan withdrew the d ecis ion to 
co ntest the p resident ia l  e lect ion and agreed for the 
pa r l iamenta ry fo rm of government .  I n  the  sa me month, 
twe lve tho usa n d  posta l workers went on str ike in  northern 
a reas, whereas the  m i n e  workers i n  Quetta,  Chitra l  a nd 
Abbotabad a n d  cement  factory wo rkers a lso went on 
strike . Worke rs in  Ba loch ista n a n d  NWFP inc l uded the 
issue of p rovinc ia l  a utonomy in  their  dema nds .  
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By Ma rch, a l most a l l  secto rs were having str ikes a nd 
eve ryw here the Jo int  Act ion La bor Comm ittees were 
fo rmed, which were joined by a l l  tra d e  u n ions  of loca l  
�nd ustr ies .  

The fo rmation of these comm ittees was a new step i n  t h e  
h isto ry o f  t h e  Pa kista n i  working c l asses. Orga n izat ions  with 
d iverse ideo logies were now co ming  together  and  tak ing 
jo int  act ion t h rough t hese committees.  Due  to t h e  
fo rmati o n  o f  one  such co m m itt ee in  Kara c h i, 4 5 0  fa cto r ies  
i n  the c i ty  went o n  str ike  at the same t ime  a nd m o re than 
o n e  h u n d red a n,d twe nty tho usa nd  worke rs for five days 
fo i l ed  every attempt to bre a k  the str i ke .  I n  case of non
a cce pta nce of dema nds, the workers would  cordo n-off the 
fa ctories;  the  most s ign ifica nt  exa m p les of th is act ion a re 
the  tak ing  over contro l  of Steam-ro l l e r  flo u r  M i l l s  a nd I nd ia 
F lour  M i l l s . The port wor1<ers a n d  e m p loyees of Nat iona l  
Bank  d id  not a l l ow the offic ia ls to l eave t h e i r  offices t i l l  the  
a ccepta nce of  the i r  dema nds . I n  Lahore, fo r ove r s i x  
months, the control  of  seven major workshops was  i n  the  
h a n d s  of  worke rs .  

I n  the s a m e  month o f  M a rch ,  a l l  t r a d e  u n io ns o f  the La n d h i  
i n d ustr ia l  a rea dec ided  to ta ke-ove r a l l  factories/mi l l s  i n  
the v ic in ity a n d  str ike was a n no u nced . O n  19th M a rch,  t h e  
Ka ra c h i  C h a m b e r  .of Co mmerce a n d  I n d ustries req uested 
the gove rnment to pr : .  , d e  mi l i ta ry p rotect ion  to the 
facto ry owners .  

A ge nera l  str ike on  17th Ma rch, 1969, p a ra lyzed the  d ocks .  
J ust a ft e r  one  week  of th is str ike, on  26th M a rch ,  1969,  
Ge nera l  Ya hya Kha n took ove r from Genera l  Ayu b  a n d  
i m posed a n other  M a rt ia l  Law i n  the country .  S ign ificant ly, 
certa in  sect ions of the Karachi  working c lass conti n ue d  
the i r  str ikes d espite the steep pena l ty fo r str ik i ng, wh ich  
under  M a rti a l  Law ranged fro m 2 5  yea rs' i m p riso n m e n t  to 
death .  
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Accord i ng to officia l fig u res, the losses d u e  to str ikes i n  
1969 were ·accessed as  t h re e  b i l l ion  rupees .  The workers of 
O rd i na n c e  factories, employees at  a i rports in P u njab  and  
NWFP, workers of  powe r ho uses were o n  fre q u e n t  str ikes.  

To ga i n  su pport of the working c lasses, the po l i t ica l  part ies 
i ncl uded  their  demands  in the pa rty m a n ifestoes .  Fearing 
their  defeat  in  the coming e lect ions,  the r ight-wing part ies  
resorted to acts of v io lence and sabotages in  the  cou ntry 
to defa m e  the wo rke rs movement and  the i r  revo l ut iona ry 
victo r ies .  To counter the  react ionary forces, t h e. workers 
adopted the s i t- in str ike method . The 7 3-days long p rotest 
by the workers of the p rint ing presses i r:i  Karach i  was the  
biggest i n  th is  rega rd, where the fa m i ly members of the 
workers a lso part ic ipated i n  the protest . 

Beca use of the pol itica l cr is is ,  i n  1969, the  n u m be r  of 
str ikes was t h ree fo ld  higher  than  previous  year .  

The struggle and mob i l i zat ion of workers aga inst the 
Ayub's  d ictator ia l  reg ime forced pol i t ica l part ies  especia l ly  
P P P, to attract the wo rkers' vote fo r co ming genera l  
e lecti o ns, ce lebrated 1 st May ce le brati o ns  t h roughout the 

. .  

country in 1970 and in  ra l l ies and m e et ings it  prom ised 
la bor refo rms and job  guarantees once party comes to the 
powe r.  

The m a i n  cha ra cteristi c  of the 1970 econona i c-d emands
based str ikes was the i r  t ransfo rmat ion i nto the  po l i t ica l  
demo nstrat ions .  Dur ing th is  yea r, the  fisher-fo lk  
c o m m u n ity, e m ployees of the government  departme nts, 
l i b ra ries  and m useum workers, d rivers of pr ivate buses and  
·a rt1sans a lso part ic ipated in  str ikes .  The  workers of 
Cresce nt  text i le M i l l s ,  Lya l l p u r  a nd a rad io  and te levisio n 
parts manufactur ing factory i n  Kot La khpa t, Lahore 
contin ued the i r  demonstrations  fo r 70 days.  The Secu rity 
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Print ing Press workers i n  Karach i  cont in ued the ir  st r ike for 
fou r  months .  

After  the  break-up of  Pa kistan a nd with  Bang lades h  
com ing i nto existence, o n  20th Dece m ber 1971, Genera l  
Yahya Khan handed over power t o  B h utto, who had 
m ajority Nat iona l  Asse mbly seats  i n · the re ma in i ng  
.Pa kistan .  

At the t ime of  the format ion of  the new government, 
P akistan  was i n  serious economic  crisis because of the  loss 
of the b ig m arket of Benga l  a nd shortage of foreign 
excha nge, loss of  mater ia l  resou rces because of the war  
w i th  I nd ia  a n d  dam ages d u e  to  floods.  O n  the other  ha nd ,  
the i nternatio na l  cr is is o f  capita l i sm . had  a lso affected the  
econo my of  the cou ntry. Because  of the  p rice-h ike a nd 
growing u n e mployment, the l iv ing sta ndard of the  work ing 
c lasses  was o n  decl ine .  I n  1971, .  2 .8  m i l l ion  people were 
jobless, a nd that n u m b e r  was growing at  the rate of six 
h u n d red thousan d  a n nu a lly. 

To overcom e  th is acute u n e m p loyment, government  
sta rted tra in ing  progra m s  i n  ski l ls  n ee d ed by the  M idd le
East  countries a nd o pe ne d  twenty such tra i n ing  ce nters 
t h ro ughout the country. D u ri ng 1972-77, the n u m ber  of  
workers' m ig rati ng through the  offici a l  sources, to the  
M idd le-East went  up  from two thousan d  per a n n u m  to  
th i rty thousand .  Howeve r, t h is b ig n u m b.e r of m igrat ion  
could n ot solve the issue of  u n e m ployment, s ince high 
b i rth  rate, which had reached th re e  percent i n  the 
seventies; the  use of mach inery in agricu lture sector a n d  
t h e  s low-pace of  i nd ustry were contribut ing t o  it. 
Orga n iz ing the i nd ustria l p roletariat was a reason for the 
growing labor  m ovem e nt, beside the unem ployment a nd 
economic depression .  
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The PPP government,  soon after coming  to power, in 
J a n u a ry and M a rch 1972 and i n  J a n u a ry 1974,  nati o n a l i zed 
big pr ivate compan ies  of the ten i m portant  sect ions  of the 
economy, inc l ud ing 43  i nsura nce compa n ies, 2 6  da i ry 
products fa cto ries, 1 3  p rivate b a n ks,  5 sh ipp ing and  two 
petro leum com pa nies,  which was a n  old d e m a n d  of 
workers .  In Februa ry 1972 ,  new labor po l icy was 
annou nced, acco rd ing  to which worke rs had r ight  to fo rm 
the i r  org an iza t ions i n  a ny fa cto ry or inst i tute .  R ight  to 
str i ke, demo nstrat ion a n d  p ub l i c  meet ing in pr ivate sector 
was gua ra nteed .  F u rthermore,  t rade u n ion federat ions  of 
d i ffe rent i nd ust ries cou ld  fo rm a centra l  fede ra t ion  on the 
na t iona l leve l .  The reg is t rat ion  process fo r new trade 
un ion was s i m p l i fied and the trade un ions were a l lotted 
right to fo rm such co m m ittees in those factor ies  where 
more tha n fi fty workers were emp loyed, where worke rs' 
re p rese ntat ives shou ld  have the  r ight  of op in ion  i n  the 
dec is ions made  by the fa cto ry a d m i n istrat ion  and the 
workers'  re p resenta t i o n  i n  such com mittees was 
sanct io ned to twe nty percent .  The percentage of  a n n u a l  
b onus  was  enha nced from 2 .5 to 6 percent .  Ea r l i e r  the 
em ployers were reso lv ing t he d isputes  but  now the 
workers' represe ntat ives we re a lso inc l uded i n  d isputes 
reso lv ing c o m m ittees.  The trade u n io n  orga n iza t ions  were 
made  bound to get workers' dec is ion rega rd i n g  s t r i ke, 
t h rough secret ba l lo t .  1 s1Ma y  got offi c i a l  recogn i t ion as the 
Labor day .  Overa l l  th is  new law was a m ajor victory fo r the 
l a bor move ment, though few th i ngs were objectio na b le, 
which i nc l uded not dec la r i ng  the factory c losure by 
em ploye rs as i l l ega l a n d  d e n i a l  of r ight  to str ike fo r the 
state-sector em p l oyees .  

The  b ig  cap i ta l ists, espec ia l ly the owne rs of the  text i l e  
m i l l s  strongly protested aga i nst the  new labor  po l icy and  
reject i ng  the new laws a nd  locked-off the i r  m i l l s  for l ong  
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per iod b u t  a fter  t h e  en fo rcement  of t h is n e w  law,  the 
p rocess of jo in ing  the  trade u n ion  by the  workers was a lso 
paced - up .  

Le t  u s  s e e  th i s  p rocess, yea r  by  yea r :  

Year  N u m be r  of  t rade u n ions  Tot a l  
m e m bersh ip 

1 9 7 1  2649 52 7740 
19 7 2  3407 993477 
1973 4452 1 0 17953  
1974 5701  1 3 19848 
1975 6289 1 50874 1 
1976 6473 1543195  
1977 8017 1596438 

With  the growi ng n u m be r  of the pri m a ry t rade  u n io ns,  the 
p rocess of un ity i n  the federat ions  a lso q u icke n e d .  I n  1970,  
there we re 2 3  na ti o n a l , p rov inc ia l  o r  i n d u str i a l  secto r 
fed e ra tions; by 1977  th i s  n u m ber  g rew to 3 6 .  By 1973 ,  
PTU F, unde r  the leadersh ip  of  M i rza I b ra h im  had  becom e  
most i n fl uent i a l  a nd b road based fed e rat ion  i n  the  
country, with overa l l  m e m b e rsh i p  of over  two hu nd red 
thousa nds .  

I n  1972,  the Pa kist a n  Workers Fede ra ti o n  ( �W F ) ,  with the  
b ra nches i n  Hyderabad ,  La hore, Roh ri ,  Peshawa r a nd 
Quetta ,  u n d e r  the leadersh ip  of A izaz  Naz i r  a lso beca m e  
a ct ive . I t  p layed a major  ro le  i n  t ra d e  u n ions  a l l i a nce,  end  
of p rivate ownersh ip on  m e a n s  of  product ion,  
strength e n i ng the u n i ty between  workers a nd peasants  
a nd connect ing the Pa kista n i  workers  move m e n t  with the 
i n ternati o n a l  worke rs' move m e n t .  In  1972,  the  Labor 
Orga n iz i ng  Co m m ittee,  an a l l i a nce of 61 t rade u n ions  i n  
Ka rach i 's La n d h i  a n d Korang i  a lso jo ined  PWF i n  pract i ca l  
strugg l e .  

/ 
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On 10th February 1972,  Pa kistan's nominated Pres ident 
and the  c ivi l i an  Chief M a rt ia l  Law Ad min istrator Zu lfiq a r  Al i  
B h utto, whi l-e address ing the  nat ion annou nced few 
concess ions. fo r the  l abor  but  in the same add ress he 
warned them of i l lega l· act iv i t ies  and  sa id 'they shou ld  
avo id  the po l it i cs of agitat ion,  otherwise the  c lash  
b etween them and the  state  power is inevita b le .' 

D u ring  M a rch 1972,  workers ra l l ies  i n  Karachi ,  Hyd erabad 
a n d  La hore were dea l t  with tear  gas .  On  18th Ma rch, 
e m e rgency was imposed in the major  c i ti es of S indh a n d  13 
a ct ive labor  l eaders of text i l e  a n d  pub l i c  t ransport sectors 
were a rrested in  Hyd e ra bad  a n d  Kha irpur .  I n  react ion 
wo rkers in  the  whole of S i n d h  prov ince went on  stri ke .  

On 28th March,  two h u n d red  tho usand workers of the  S ITE 
a rea Ka rach i  went o n  str ike i n  protest aga inst the  c losure 
of Za i b-ta n Text i l e  M i l l s .  The po l ice reta l iated with a e ria l  
f i r ing  and  a rrested s ix l abor  l eaders .  

I n  Apr i l  1972 ,  i n  so l ida rity with  Karachi worke rs, the  
e m ployees and  workers of  c.9 m m u n icat ion,  t ra n s po rt, 
b a n ks and  suga r m i l l s  went  on str ike a nd demanded the 
l i ft ing of emergency and  raise i n  "Yages .  

On 20th Apri l ,  emergency was l ifted and the provis iona l  
consti tution was adopted.  For  t h e  fi rst ti me the 1st  May 
was offic ia l ly ce le b rated . 

Soon Bhutt o gove rnment  s howed its true colors and  o n  7th 
J u ne  1972,  to d ispe rse a labor demonstrati o n  i n  the 
i n d ustr ia l a rea of La n d h i, Karachi ,  the  po l ice opened f ir ing 
a nd ki l led few workers.  N ext day, the  po l ice aga i n  ope ned 
fire on the fu nera l  of a martyr worker a nd accord ing to  the 
work� rs ten peo p le  inc lud.ing  a wo men and a chi ld were 
k i l led  in  that  s ing le  day.  

M a ny peop le  th ink that  i t  was the  start i ng po int  of 
crush i ng the long h istor ica l  work ing c lass move me nt,  
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sta rted i n  the l a te  1960s aga inst the m i l i ta ry d i ctatorsh i p  
o f  Ayub Kha n .  

A s  a result o f  the mass move m e n t  aga inst Ayub 
gove rnme nt, a nother  mi l i ta ry gove r n m e n t  under  the Yahya  
Kha n had  been  im posed o n  the peop le  of Pa k ista n;  fea ring  
the up r is ing aga i nst it, thus  new gover n m e n t  h a d  assured 
soc ia l just ice and po l i t ica l  refo rms. In  response to the 
p ressure of the i n d ustr ia l  labor th is  new gove r n m e nt h a d  
e nfo rced t h e  I n d ustr ia l  Re lations  O r d i n a nce ( I RO )  1969, 
which was com pa ra tively democrat ic  in its esse nce .  
Accord ing to it, there shou ld  be d i a log u e  betwe e n  the 
i n d ustr ia l ists and workers .  I t  s i m p l ifie d  the  u n ion  
regist rat ion p rocess a n d  where more t h e n  o n e  u n i o n  
ex isted, choosi n g  the Co l lective B a rga i n i ng Age nt (CBA} 
t h rough refe r e n d u m  was recogn i ze d .  N evertheless to 
ach ieve · the ta rgeted p rod uct ion,  t he gover n m e nt 
cont inued  the po l icy of d isco u rag ing t h e  l a b o r  str ikes a nd 
d ism issing the d issident  l abor  l e a d e rs a n d  a ctivists.  
Acco rd ing to some est im ates over t h i rty-five thousa n d  
workers were d i sm issed o r . received not ice  fro m t h e i r  jobs 
d u r ing 1969- 197 1 .  

T h e  s a i d  ord i n a n ce, afte r a l o n g  o p p ressive pe riod h a d  
g iven a n e w  l i fe t o  t h e  trade u n i o n  move m e n t  a nd tak ing 
a dva ntage of concessions t h rough it ,  m a ny t ra d e  u n ions  
ree m e rged and took part a n d  won the  CBA refe re n d u m  in  
seve ra l i n d ustr ia l  u n its.  The su ppo rters  of the  C o m m u n ists 
and the Soci a l ists ideo logy a lso mob i l ized  a n d  o rga n ized 
themse lves.  In  t h is process the st ude nts'  o rga n izat ions 
became the a l l ies  of the trade u n ions .  Ve ry soon the  o ld  
t rade u n i on  l eadersh ip  was re p laced by  the a ctive a n d  
yo u ng ca d res .  

The eth n ic co m posit ion of Ka rac h i  base d  worke rs, Ba loch 
and Afro-Ba loch of p re - pa rt it ion pe r iod and Mohaj i rs in  
the  post-pa rt it ion per iod,  had s ign ifica nt ly c h a nged in  
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1 9 60s .  Now the  Punjab i s  a nd Pa thans  had  re p l a ce d  t h e m  
a n d  wi th  the i r  c la n/t r i ba l  s u pport had  esta b l i shed  n ew 
i l l ega l  res iden ti a l  sett l e m e n ts l i ke Pathan  Co lony  a n d  
Fro n t i e r  Colony.  A s  t h e  newco m e rs i n  t h e  i n d us t r i a l  
wo rkfo rce, the i r  major i ty  h a d  jo ined  t h e  pocket  u n io n s  
fo rmed w i t h  t h e  b l ess ings  o f  t h e  i n d ustry owners .  T h e  
revo l u t i o n a ry e leme nts of  t h e  left t r i e d  to o rga n i ze t h ese 
workers d u r ing  1968-69 .  The m ove i n iti a ted  by t h e  young  
l eft revo l ut i o n a ries  resu l ted  i n  t h e  e t h n i c  tens ion  wh ich  
bes ides  t h e  rig h t  wi ng, was  a lso fu e led  by the  o l d e r  
g e n e ra t i o n  u n io n  l e a d e rs, w h o  bes ides  ru n n i ng u n io n s  a t  
work p laces had  beca me t h e  co m m u n ity  l ead e rs i n  t h e  
l a b o r  co lon ies .  

Aft e r  B h u tto took  powe r, a ray  of  hope  a m ong workers 
e m e rged  a s  d u r ing h i s  t h ree years ca re e r  B h utto a s  t h e  
o p pos i t ion  l e a d e r  h a d  t a l ked  a bo u t  t h e  c l ass exp lo i ta t ion  
a n d  h a d  p romised  to e l i m i n a te i t  o n ce h e  was  i n  the  
power .  D u ri ng the  ea r ly d a ys of  t h e  new gove r n m e n t, 
workers  had  l a u nched t h e i r  s trugg les  with more eagerness 
a n d  e ne rgy, so t h e  fi rst ha l f  of 1 972 ,  saw many  str ikes  a n d  
ta ke-over  o f  fa cto r ies  i n  K a ra c h i .  T h e  wo rkers were 
d e m a n d i n g  that  t h e i r  comrades  d is m issed from serv ices 
d u r i n g  the M a rt ia l  Law per iod s h o u l d  be re i n stated,  t h e  
fa ctor ies  which h a d  b e e n  c losed b y  t h e  owners w i thout  
a ny pr io r  not i ce  o r  co m pe nsa t ion  s h o u l d  be  re-o pe n e d, 

· bo n u s  shou ld  be  pa id  a n d  they  s h o u l d  be  g ive n t h e  funds  
which  h a d  been ded ucted fro m the i r  wages .  Tha t was  the  
pe r iod of  t h e  worke rs' s o l i d a r i ty and  m o b i l i z a t ion .  The  
com plete  str ike  of  28th  M a rch 1972  i s  a pri m e  exa m p le  i n  
t h is rega rd, w h e n  i n  so l i da r ity w i t h  Za i b- tan  Text i l e  M i l l s; 
over two h u n d red thousand  workers of  the i n d us t r i a l  a reas  
of Ka rach i  observed a complete  s t r i ke . Za ib - tan  M i l l s  was 
shut down by the  owner, two m o n t h s  e a rl i e r  re su l t i ng  in  
the  u n e m p loyment  of  ove r two t h o u sa n d  workers .  

As the wo rkers were showing t h e i r  power, the p rovi nc ia l 
a n d  fed e ra l  gove rn m e nts  a lso sta rted ta k i ng tough 
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measures a g a i nst  the workers.  The gove rnment  i n i t i a ted a 
p ropaga nda  ca m pa ign  aga inst  the workers t h rough 
newspa pers t h a t  t hese str ikes a n d l aw a n d order  s i tuat ions  
a re i n st igated by those ind ustr ia l ists who were not  happy 
with  Bh u tto's  po l i cy of nat iona l i zat ion  a nd some fo re ign 
fo rces were a lso beh ind  these acts .  Then ·s i n d h  Governor  
M u mtaz  Bh utto repeated s im i l a r  th reats  of  fi rm act ion  
a ga i ns t  s t r i kes  a n d ag i tat ion .  The left ist e lement s  wi th in  
t he PPP  l i ke M ir Rasool  Ba khsh Ta l p u r, who la ter  beca me 
Governor of  the S i nd h  province, M a i raj M o h a m med Khan ,  
the  P res iden t i a l  Advisor and  the  p rovinc ia l La bor  m in ister  
Abd u l  Satt.a r  G a bo l  t r ied the i r  best to get  e m p loyers a n d  
trade u n i o n  re p resentat ives on  t h e  negot i a t ion  tab le  b u t  
beca use o f  t h e  m i l it a n t  m ood of workers a nd fact ion a l ism  
w i t h i n  the ru l i ng  pa rty, t he y  fa i led i n  the i r  effo rts .  

To counter the government 's  efforts, a S i n d h  Workers 
Convent ion was convened in the ind ustri a l  a rea of  K a rach i ,  
wh ich  a l l  major l a bor  fed e rat ions i n  t he p rovince attended.  
The M u tah ida  M a zdoor  Federat ion  was the  most  m i l i ta n t  
l abor  federat ion  o f  the  K a rach i  a t  tha t  t i m e, a s  m a ny o f  t h e  
left ist  workers a n d  fo rmer  s tudent  act iv ists  had  jo ined i t s  
ra n ks .  

O n  the 7 th  J une 1972 ,  when the wages of  the  Fe roz  Su l ta n 
Texti le  M i l l s  were s u pposed to be g iven to workers, a 
s i t ua t io n  of c lash e m erge d .  For  the last  two m o nths ,  t he  
a d m i n istra t ion  ha d  refused the wages a n d o ther  benef i ts  
and had  c losed the  m i l l .  L i ke o t her i ndus t r i a l  u n i ts, here 
too workers were p rotest ing  and  tha t  day  the  a ngry 
workers cordon off the m i l l  and the officers were made  
hostage i n  t h e i r  o ffices .  The  m i l l  a d m in is t ra t i on  ca l led  t he 
pol i ce ,  which d i spersed the workers with t h e  tear  gas  
she l l ing  a nd a rrested fo u rteen act ive u n ion  workers .  The 
pro test i ng  workers came out  o n  the road ,  where t hey were 
jo ined by the i r supporters res i d i ng in nea rby l abor  
co lon ies .  I n  the l ate a fternoon,  a crowd of over  five 
thousand  people gathered in front  of  the m a i n . gate of  the  
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m i l l  a nd demanded  re lease of t he a rrested workers.  Few 
a m ong them threw ston e  to the pol ice, which in  res ponse 
opened fire o n  the protesters and k i i led three workers on 
the spot.  l'he pol ice men were among the many injured 
pe rso ns .  The pol ice got ho ld  of two dead bodies, whi le the 
wo rkers were ab le t o  take t h ird one  with them. 

N ext day, the funeral  of  deceased worker was taken out 
from the Banaras C howk a rea in the western part of the 
c ity .  The po l ice fo rce, d ep loyed in the a rea stop ped the 
fu nera l, o n  which the  workers raised s logans against the 
pol ice and government. When the po lice fired tear gas  to 
d jsperse the workers,  they responded with stone throwing. 
Pol ice retreated a nd again ca me with more force and  
ope ned d i rect firing o n  the p rotesters, ki l l ing ten  o f  them 
wh i le over a dozen workers were injured.  According to 
some eyewitnesses the police continued firing for half an 
hour .  

I n  reaction to the po l ice  action, a complete strike for 
twe lve consecutive days was o b served in over n ine 
h u n d red u r�its of two m aj o r  industria l a reas of Karachi  
name ly SITE a nd La ndh i, Korangi.  Strike was also o b served 
in Hydera bad a nd other c it ies  of S indh province and the 
trade un ions in  P u nj-=tb  took o ut the p rotest marches and  
hoisted b lack flags o n  a l most a l l  i n dustrial units. 

Su bseque ntly e ight  l abor  fed e rations for a joint p rotest 
agai nst the state v io lence formed a Joint Action 
Comm ittee and accused the pol ice officials and  Deputy 
Com m issioner resp o ns ib le  for the ki l l ings a n d  d emanded 
the i r  suspensio n .  The government was not  ready to ho ld  
ta l ks  on that  po int  a n d  labor  representatives accused the . gove rnment of  p ro long the ta lks .  The Joint Act ion 
Comm ittee rep rese ntatives in itia l ly held meeting with 
provincia l  l abor  m i n i ster Abd u l  Satta r Gabol, then met with 
G overnor S indh  M ir Rasool Bakhsh Ta lpur  a n d  lastly met 
S indh Ch ief  M in ister  M u mtaz Ali  B hutto. All t h ree 
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subm itted t h e i r  repo rts to P r i m e  M i n is ter  B h utto, w h o  was 
on  a fo re ign tour .  The government  pa rtia l l y  accepted 
worke rs' demands  of  releasing the a rrested workers and 
withd rawa l of cases.  Gove rnment p rom ised to p rovide 
better c iv ic  fac i l it ies i n  the worke rs' co lon ies .  After  two
days of b reak ,  on  the 15th J u ne,  gove rnment  u n i late ra l ly 
a n no u nced a n  e n q u i ry co mmittee u n d e r  the  H igh Co u rt 
J udge.  

This gove r n m e nt move caused r ift a m ong  the ra n ks of  the 
workers and  the i r  Jo int  Act ion Co m m ittee .  Few of its 
l eaders were of the op in ion  that t h e  p ro lo ng i ng of the  
movement  wo u l d  not  serve the in terests of  t h e  workers 
and  wou l d  worsen the s i tuat ion as the  gove rnment  knows 
that the worke rs ca n not susta in  the move m e nt fo r lo ng, so 
it wa s us ing the de laying tactics. After  pro long d e bate, the 
Act ion Co m m ittee acce pted the gove r n m e nt's offe r but  
befo re that  they dec ided to go to the  p rotest ing workers 
and ca l l e d  a p u b l i c  meeti ng on  the 16th J u ne,  at  the 
Banaras C howk, where the worke rs were m a rtyre d .  

The leadersh ip  o f  t h e  Action  Co m m ittee t r ied  t o  co nvince 
the workers to end  the str ike and  p ro test but the  m i l i tant 
cadre refu sed to fo l low them and  i nst igated the wo rke rs, 
who ra ised s logans against the l e a d e rs h i p  a n d  accused 
them of se l l i ng  the b lood of the workers at  the p rice of 
water. At th is point a ser ious rift e m e rged betwe e n  the 
p ro�M oscow M uta h ida Mazdoor  Fe d e rat ion under  the 
leadersh i p  of Usman Ba loch ,  which was the b iggest and 
strongest o rgan izat ion in  the S indh I nd u str ia l  & Trade 
Estate (S ITE) a rea workers and the p ro-Ch ina  La bor  
O rga n iz ing  Comm ittee, wh ich  m a i n l y  re presented the 
workers of  La n d h i  Korang i  i n d ustr ia l  a rea . The latter  
accused  the fo rmer of not  p rovi d i n g  the revo l utio n a ry 
leadersh ip  to the  p rotesting workers d u ri ng the str ike . I t  
a lso cha l le nged t h e  Jo int  Act ion Comm ittee l eadersh ip  
demand ing  to know the  bas i s  o n  wh ich  it  was  negot iat ing 
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gove r n m e n t  on  the b e h a l f  of the workers .  Su bseq uent ly  
th i s  r ift wa s a lso obse rved i n  o t h e r  p a rt s  of  S i n d h .  

O n  1 7 t h  J u ne,  the  i n d ust r i a l  workers a n d  tht:: i r  s u ppo rte rs 
t o o k  o u t  a b ig ra l ly a nd ga thered  fo r a p u b l i c meet ing a t  
the  Ja h a n g i r  Park  Sad d e r  i n  t h e  c ity center. O n ce a g a i n  t h e  
l a bo r  l eaders t r ied  to pa c ify t h e  worke rs, w h o  were in  a n  
aggress ive mood a n d  cont i n ued s h out i ng fo r reve nge.  
After  a long debate  a loca l  l a bo r  l eader  Ya war  Khan h i mse l f  
a Pa than ,  took over  the  m icrophone and  a d d ressed the  
p roteste rs fu l l  of  with  Pashto  a n ecdotes .  He  used the  
everyday d ict ion  i n  h i s  speech and swea r ing h is own 
c h i l d re n, a n n ou nced that  h e  wi l l  not  d i tch  the  wo rkers a nd 
fo r l e a d e rs, he sa id  tha t  t h ey were not  t h e  Pa kista n Army 
G e nera l s  who d i tched t h e i r  ra n ks i n  the Dha k a .  On  h is  
p e rsuas ion  worke rs a g re e d  to  res u m e  the  wo rk .  

A l though in  th i s  str ike workers' so l i da rity was observed 
but as  the major ity of  workers was  of  Pa than  backgro u n d 
a n d  not  po l i t i ca l ly t ra i n e d ,  so they e m phas ized o n  perso n a l  
reve nge,  a centuries  o l d  Pashtoon t ra d i t i o n .  Another  
as pect of  t hat  move m e n t  was  the  e m e rge nce of  rift w i t h i n  
d iffe rent  left ist g r o u p s .  M a ny of  the  str ike l e a d e rs a n d  
workers i n  l a te  1 9 60s h a d  bee n p a r t  of t h e  strugg le  aga i nst  
the  Ayub Khan's  m i l i t a ry reg i m e  u n d e r  P P P, wh ich  was now 
the ru l ing party and hav ing i n t e r n a l  fa ct iona l i s m .  One  of  i ts  
l e ft ist  l eaders M a i raj M o h a m m e d  Kha n ,  who was  now a 
P res ide n ti a l  Advisor, o n  1 3 t h  J u ne 1 9 7 2 ,  sa id  i n  a press 
stat e m e n t  tha t  the D e p uty  Co m m iss ioner, who was not 
a b l e  to see the coff ins  of  workers, soon wi l l  see the  b ig 
i n d ust r i a l ists wear ing the w h i te s h ro u d .  

O n  one  h a n d ,  t h e  le ft i s t  grou ps had  very l i t t l e  
o rga n izat iona l n e twork  i n  t h e  M o haj i r  co m m u n ity, wh i le  
o n  the  other  ha n d  d u ri ng the  s t r i ke  t ime they  ( M ohaj ir )  
became party to e t h n i c  r io ts, as  the S i n d h  provi nc ia l  
gove r n m e n t  e nfo rced S i n d h i  a s  t h e  comp u lsory second 
l a n guage i n  the  e d uca t i o n a l  i ns t i tu t ions  a nd t h ro ugh  a l aw 
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b o u n d  t h e  gove rnment offic ia ls  to l e a r n  S i n d h i  l anguage, 
which was not  acce pta b le  to the M o haj irs  o f  Karach i .  

The  left ist g r o u ps a lso d id not  bothe r  to t ra n s fo rm th i s  
p rotest i n to a c lass  struggle .  The  p ress statement of  p ro 
Ch ina  M a z d o o r  K issa n Pa rty i s  the pr ime exa mp le  i n  t h i s  
rega rd, which d ec l a red t h e  k i l l i ng  o f  t h e  i n d ustr ia l  workers 
as the b loodshed  of · Pashtoon i n  Karach i .  Another  p ro
Ch ina l eft ist gro u p  Nat iona l  Awa m i  Pa rty a lthough p a i d  
t r ib ute t o  the  workers and  t h e i r  sacrif ices b u t  cons idere d  i t  
a n  adve nture a s  it  had n o  roots w i t h  t h e  peasa n t ry, w h i c h  
fo rmed the majo rity o f  the  p o p u lat ion .  

D u ring  the wo rkers' protest, gove r n m e n t  labe l led  t h e m  
ant i-state e lements a n d  agents o f  t h e  I n d ia a n d  Soviet 
U n io n  but  the  m i l i tant . leadersh ip  fo r th is struggle,  
p rovided by the  M utah ida M a z d o o r  M a haz,  had n o  
con nect ion with the  majo r p rogressive fro n t  Nat io n a l  
Awa mi  Pa rty ( NAP) ,  t h e  ru l i ng pa rty i n  two o f  t h e  fo u r  
p rovinces o f  t h e  cou ntry .  

Add ress ing a p ress confe re nce, P ri m e  M i n ister  B h utto  
h i mself  tr ied to make a con nect ion  betwe e n  M utah ida  
Mazdoor  Mahaz  a nd the NAP a n d  i ns tead  of  meet ing  
h i mse lf  w i th  the p rotest ing workers, d e p uted h i s  c o u s i n  
a n d  S i n d h  Gove r n o r/Chief M i n is ter, M u mtaz  B h utto t o  
sett le the  issue,  w h o  instead o f  m e e t i n g  t h e  t r a d e  .u n i o n  
leaders, m e t  with few Pathan e l d e rs o f  Ka ra ch i  t o  show 
that  it  was  j ust a Pashtoon i ssue  a n d  not  an  i n d ustr ia l  
d ispute .  

Bes ide  g iv ing  it  a n  eth nic  colo r, gove r n m e n t  t ried  t o  
contest t h e  t r a d e  u n ion 'cla i m  that  i t  w a s  t h e  
representat ive of  the  workers .  I t  repeated ly referred t o  
those laws that  i t  h a d  enfo rced fo r the  betterment  o f  
workers b u t  a t  the same t ime i t  d e m a n d e d  a peaceful  
i n d ustr ia l  a tmosphere to e n h a n ce the  i nd ustria l 
p rod ucti o n .  
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M e a nwhi le  the  t rad i t iona l  t rade u n ion  l ead ersh ip was 
afra id  of the mi l i t ant  mood of the worke rs, who after  long 
suppression and struggie and victory aga i nst  the  Ay u b  
Khan's  m i l ita ry gove rnment were confi d e n t  of  t he i r  fo rce . 
The leadersh ip, especia l ly the left ist  cad re m isera b ly fa i led 
to tra i n  the workers on  the po l it ica l and c l a ss base .  

Acco rd ing to  the Pa kista n t rade  u n ion  h is toria n a n d  
a n t h ropologist Ka m ra n  Asd a r  A l i ,  rega rd less of the h igh 
c la ims of revo l u t ion ,  the  t rade u n ion lead ersh ip  never 
wanted to go beyond the mere d e m a n d s  of free 
a ssociat ion,  freedom of d isse nt  a nd better  sta nd a rd s  of 
l iv ing as t hey we re of the op in ion  that  t he workers were 
yet to be fu l ly o rgan ized a n d  a rmed wit h the c lass  
conscio usness . They had  sp ir it and e m ot ions  but  no 
awareness, so the end of the ca pita l ism a n d  a revo lut iqn  
was yet  a fa r d rea m .  

Yawa r Khan  was a rrested a n d  tort u red b y  t h e  po l ice few 
d ays a fter  he convinced the workers of the S ITE a rea to 
e n d  the i r  p rotest a nd strike, a lthough he was re leased 
soon but  beca use of  the economic constra i n ts,  h e  left the  
count ry a n d  beca m e  a sa i lo r  on a fo reign sh ip  a nd never 
d a red to get i nvolved in  a ny k ind of po l i t ics .  The federa l  
m in ister a nd t he PPP  leader  M a i raj Mohammed K h a n  q u i t  
the  min i st ry a n d s urre n d e red h is  bas ic pa rty m e m bersh ip .  
Later, he fo rmed h i s  own pa rty Qaumi Mahaz-i-Azadi and  
was  a rrested on  c h a rges of inst igat ing the  nat io n a l i sts of  
Ba loch ista n .  

The 1972 l abor  movement  ha ppened at  a ti me when 
Pa kistan was  pass ing t h rough the most  cruc ia l phase of its 
ex istence.  The rece nt  past had witnessed the overt h row of 
the mi l i tary r u l e r  Ayu b  Khan  a n d  su bseq uen tly fi rst ever 
a d u lt fra nch ised e l e ct ions in  the  country .  These e lect ions 
resulted in  the  v ictory of the prog ressive e le m e nts  a l l  over 
the country, a nd the ma king of Bang ladesh .  These events 
had  b rought u ri ma�Lhed po l i t ica l  mob i l i zat io n .  Few peop le  
sti l l  th ink  tha t  fo r the fi rst ti me,  t h ro ugh  the  1972 
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struggles,  workers c lashed w i t h  the state power fo r a 
higher a n d  d e e p e r  ca use a n d  not just  fo r eco n o m i c  
i nterests.  

Although the cr is is  of the  � ITE a rea e n d e d  i n  a n  
u n ce rt a i n ty b u t  i n  the compara t ively new i nd ustri a l  a re a  of 
La n d h i  Ko ra ngi ,  struggle beca m e  more i ntense .  H e re a bo u t  
e ighty thousa nd  workers were e m pl oyed i n  ove r t h re e  
h u n d re d  i n d ustr i a l  u n its  a n d  m a ny a mong these  were 
wi thout  proper  u n ions .  After  the  e nfo rce ment  of  t h e  
I nd ustr ia l  R e l a ti o n s  O rd i nance ( I RO )  1969,  w h e n  u n i o n s  got 
the  r ight of the  co l lective ba rg a i n i ng agent  (CBA), those  
yo u n g  workers who had  co me fro'iT1 sma l l  workshops  a n d  
few a mong t h e m, who were i nfl uenced b y  t h e  
u n d e rg ro u n d  Com m u n ist gro u p s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  state o f  
B i h a r, fo rmed the i r  u n ions  a n d  a t  many  p l a ce s  d efeated  
the o l d e r  fed e rat ions  a n d  the pocket  u n ions .  

At  t h e  ea r ly stages of the i r  struggle,  i n  1970, they h a d  
fo rmed La n d h i  Kora ngi Labor  O rga n iz ing  Com m ittee .  
A lthough they had  same k ind  of d e m a n d s  l i ke  of the  S ITE 
a re a  workers but  here the m i l it a n t  wo rke rs took ove r t h e  
i n d ustri a l  u n its i nstea d  o f  protest ing  a s  the i r  comra d e s  h a d  
d o n e  i n  t h e  S ITE a rea a n d  i n  seve ra l cases  took t h e  offi c i a l s  
a s  hostage.  

In  Se pte m b e r  1972,  few u n i o n  a ctivists of a gove rnment  
a d m i n istrated fa ctory were terminated  fro m the i r  serv ices 
and were a rrested . The La bor O rg a n i z ing  Co m m ittee 
d e rn ClJl d e d  t h e i r  re lease and rei nstated  a nd a n no u nced a 
two-hour  d a i ly  str ike,  t i l l  the  accepta n ce of d e m a n d s .  The 
workers fo l lowed t h e  dec is ion fo r tota l s ixty hour by 
leav ing the work d a i ly on  the s o u n d  of the s i re n .  Now they 
added the d e m a n d  of wages fo r s tr ike  hours .  Th i s  s i tuat ion  
cont inued  t i l l  e a rly October, when  some a ct ivists d e c i d e d  
to ta ke over G u i  Ahmed Text i le  M i l l s a n d  Dawood Cotton 
M i l l s .  In  re sponse, the  c ity a d m i n istra t ion  sent  po l i ce a n d  
other  law e nfo rci ng agenc ies, o n  which the workers 
t h reatened  to explode a boi ler  of the m i l l .  S imu lta neous ly, 
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the occupants of the m i l l  i n it iated a d ia logue with some 
leftist ledders of the P P P  and  other u n ion leaders .  

O n  18th  Octo ber, the  po l ice d isco n necte d the  e lectr ic i ty 
and  gas s u p p l ie s  to  the mi l l s  and  at the  dawn us ing  
b u l ldozers a nd other  heavy machinery demo l ished the  
boundary wa l l s  and  entered  the occu pied mi l l s .  Accord i n g  
to offic ia l  reports, fou r  persons  lost t h e i r  l ives and  m o re 
then  fifty i nj u red i n  the  action but  some eyewitnesses 
con test th is  figure .  The leadersh ip  esca ped and fro m next 
d ay, camped on  a m o unta in  near the i n d u str ia l  a re a .  Few 
days later, the po l ice opened fi re on  the  mounta in  a n d  
k i l led  three more workers. T o  control  the  s i tuat ion ,  t h e  
a rmy was ca l led- in  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  m i l ita ry escort wo rkers 
were fo rced to work.  Afte r the arrests of t h e  active 
workers a nd advanced po l i t ica l cad re, this struggle fi z z led  
out .  

The extre m e  act ion of the government  was a response to 
the  extreme step by  the  workers. I n  contrast  to  the  S ITE 
a rea, in La n d h i  Korangi  a rea, every un ion  was po l it ica l ly 
neare r  to the  La bor O rga n iz ing Comm ittee with d o m i nat ing 
leadership of a pro-Ch ina  Co mm unist  gro u p .  This  group  
had a n  i n terna l  rift and  one  of i t s  pub l i c  fig u res,  M a i raj 
Moha mmed Khan was now a m i n ister i n  the  P P P  
government  a n d  wanted reconc i l iat ion between the 
gove rn ment a nd t h e  workers. But  other  leaders of the 
group  l ike Z<! in  U d  D in  Kha n Lod h i  and Dr.  Rasheed Hassan 
Khan we re tak ing m i l i tant  sta nd o n  the issue of the  str ike.  
M a i raj a n d  Rasheed both were popu lar  i n  the students  a nd 
youth .  

· 

Dr . Rasheed gro u p  coord i nated with a nother  leftist gro u p  
Mazdoor  Kissa n Pa rty a n d  h a d  a firm be l ieve that  after  t h e  
ma king o f  Bang ladesh,  Pa kista n state had  f?eca m e  s o  weak 
that  if the ind ustr ia l l abor  was to b e  m o b i l i zed, a 
revol uti o n  l i ke Ru ssia n o n e  of 1917  was i nevita b le .  They 
be l ieved that if  the government u n leashed v ie le nce against  
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the  workers, a l l  p rogress ive fo rces wi l l  r ise in  the i r  favor  
and t he  state w i l l  co l l a pse .  

One th ing is  s ign i fi cant  i n  t he  co m pa ra tive s tudy of both  
these  strugg les, i n  the S ITE  a rea ,  the  workers  were a ng ry 
on the at t i tude of the  i n d ustr ia l i sts bu t  the  i m me d i a t e  
ca use of  t h e  st r i ke  w a s  the  k i l l i ngs  on  7th  a n d  8 t h  J u ne .  On  
the  other  ha nd,  i n  La n d h i  Korang i  a rea ,  the  po l i t i ca l 
wo rker_; c reated the  s i tuat ion  w h e re c lash  w i th  the  sta te  
was inevi t ab l e .  T i l l  tod a y  m a ny left ist  g roups  a re s t i l l  
d e bat i ng  whether  the  workers' sta nce o f  not  negot iat i n g  
w i th  t h e  gove rnment  w a s  a correct one  o r  n o t .  Some o f  
t he m conside r  it  a s  a n  advent u re of  t h e  u l t ra - l e ft worke rs 
a nd t h i n k  tha t  t he  workers d id not  know how fo rward t h e y  
h a d  t o  advance .  No one  i nc ludes  t h e  wo rke rs' sta nce i n  
th i s  rega rd . Th i s  q uest ion  i s  ye t  to be a n swe red tha t  what  
a n d  how the  workers, whose  l ives were  d i rect ly on  s take ,  
themse lves wanted . But  one  th ing  is o bv ious  tha t  t h e re 
was  a long  g a p  between the  left ist i deo logues a n d  t h e  
workers on  t he  g ro u n d .  

F ro m  19th-2 1st October, t h e  workers i n  K a rach i ,  Lahore ,  
Lya l l p u r, M u l t an  a n d o the r  c i t ies  went  on  t h e  so l ida r i ty  
st r ikes .  

Acco rd i ng to the  offic ia l fi gu res, d u ri n g  1972 ,  tota l 7 7 9  
str i kes were he ld .  T h i s  w a s  five-fo ld  n u m be r  o f  those h e l d  
i n  t he  y e a r  1 9 7 1 .  D u r i ng t h i s  per iod,  �es ides t h e i r  
econo m ic de ma nds, workers d e m a nded the  h a n d i ng-ove r 
facto r ies  to the  wo rkers and  na t iona l i za t ion  of a l l  b i g  
facto r ies a nd l a nd c; o f  t he  fe ud a l  l o rds .  Now the  strugg le o f  
workers  w as  not confi n e d  to i nd iv id u a l  i nd us t r i a l ists b u t  i t  
had  been  t ra n sfo rmed i nto struggle aga i nst t he  ove r- a l l  
ca p i ta l i st c l ass .  

I n  the  st ruggle fo r t he  bette rment  of  worke rs' l ives, Trad e  
U n ion  Federat ion  o f  Pa k i s tan  ( Ba s h i r  Bakh t iya r ) ,  Worke rs' 
Fede rat ion  of  Pak i sta n (Sha m i m  Wast i ) ,  Pa kista n U n ited  
Fe de r a t ion  ( M o h a m med F a reedon) ,  Pa k ista n La b o r  
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Federat ion { M a l i k Qurba n )  a n d  Nat iona l  Federat ion of 
P rogressive Workers {Sa l ah  Moha m m ed N iaz i )  a lso played  
major  ro ie .  I n  the  struggle of the Pa kista n i  working c la ss.es, 
the a utonomo us, provi nc ia l a nd sector based tra de  u n ions  
a lso contr ibuted in  a b ig way. 

In 1973,  the n u m be rs of such orga n izati o ns wa s twenty 
and most im po rta nt  were S indh  Tra d e  U n ion Fede rat ion  
( Essa Kha n ) ,  Swat La bor Fed e rat ion  { M ohammed Kha l id ), 
NWFP La bor  Federat ion {Atta U l l a h  K h a n )  a nd Pa kista n 
Road Tra nsport Workers' Federat ion { M a l i k  Mohammed 
S idd ique ) .  D u ring  th i s  per iod,  t h e  P a ki sta n i  t ra d e  u n i o n s  
we re in  coo rd i na ti o n  with 4 0  i nternatio na l  l a b o r  
o rga n izat ions .  

The trade u n ion  o rga n izat ions  stro ngly protested on  the  
co nt in uat ion of the emergency, imposed a long with the 
M a rti a l  Law by Ya hya Khan  in  1969.  

I n  the str ikes by the  text i le  workers of Ka rach i ,  La h o re and 
Lya l l p u r  and the Ka ra ch i  Port Trust wo rke rs, the issue of 
the ca nce l l a ti o n  of I RO 1969 dominated . This was 
pract ica l ly not a l lowing workers to str ike .  

As fa r as ·  the PPP was concerned,  it  had  done reforms in  
the l abor  laws beca use of the  p ressu re by the  la bor 
movement;  it was not keen to b ring a ny cha nge in  the 
soci a l  system, so as  it  conso l id a te d  its powe r, it sta rted 
showing musc le  to the workers a n d  once aga in  v io le n ce 
aga ins t  workers was u n leashed . ,  

I n  February 1973,  u n d e r  the p ressure of the workers' 
movement, Bh utto gove rnment  wa s fo rced to b ri ng some 
a m end ments in  l a bor  l aws and the fo rmat ion of an e n q ui ry 
co mmittee rega rd ing po l ice fi r ing o n  workers .  The 
co mm ittee recommended a ra ise i n  a n n u a l  bonus from 
ear l i e r  4% to 5%. Without pr ior  permiss ion of the  
I n d ustr ia l  D i sputes  Co m m ittee, lay-off of workers wa s 
proh i b ited a n d  the whole respons ib il i ty of med ica l 
t reatment  was t ra nsfe rred to the  em ployers .  
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After  the accepta nce of few de ma nds,  the n u m be r  of 
strikes in com i ng three yea rs dec l ined ,  now the lega l batt le 
was dom inat ing  fo r the persuas ion of demand-acceptance ,  
which once aga i n  stre ngthened the reformism i n  the  t rade  
un ion  move ment .  Refus ing to accept the a me n d m ents  i n  
labor laws, ca p ita l ists o n  a la rge sca le resorted t o  lay-off. 
I n  protest, tra d e  u n io n  o rgan izatio n s  ca l led fo r str ikes,  
most  i m po rtant am ong those were Sultan texti l e  M il l s  (42 
d ays), Coca -Cola Factory La hore (31 days)  and by t h e  
construct ion  workers a t  Ta rbela D a m ,  w h o  red uced p a c e  o f  
work for two weeks.  

In the demo nstrations  of 1st May 1973, overa l l  three  
h u n d re d  thousand  worke rs part ic ipated.  O n  the a p pea l  o f  
U NO,  t h e  workers  i n  t�e whole count ry com m e m o rated  a 
so l idar ity week with the freedom fighte rs of South Africa 
a·n d  G u inea  B issa u on  25th May.  I n  the m o nt h  of J u ne ,  
worke rs of 104 s i lk  factories i n  Swat went  o n  st ri ke .  

The adopti o n  of the new consti tuti o n  i n  1973  was  
cons idered  a victory fo r the democ ratic forces, wh ich gave 
e q u.a l  status to a l l  cit i zens  and ban ned the  fo rced l abor  
a n d  

.
work ti l l  the age  of 1 6 .  Consti tuti o n  dec lared t h e  

respo ns ib i l i ty o f  state t o  e n d  every k i nd  o f  exp lo i tat ion  
and i n  the process u phe ld t h e  right  of 'work  for eve ryo n e  
'a ccord ing  t o  ab i l ity a nd wage accord ing t o  work'.  

Because of the nat iona l i zat ion by the P P P  gove rn m e n t, the  
po l i tica l a n d  e conomic  ro le  of b ig  capita l ists was reduced  
a n d  the i r  gr ip  o n  ca p ita l  a n d  h e nce o n  worki n g  c lass  
loose ned . B ut th is  resu lted i n  the  o n e  s ided effe ct · that  
ca m e  i n  the fo rm of non- i nvestment by the  ca pita l ists .  O n  
t h e  other  hand ,  the refo rm ist tendenc ies  infl ue nced t h e  
worke rs as  they h a d  n o w  become t h e  profit-shareho lde rs 
i n  the  factor ies;  the i r  eco n o m ic cond it ions  had  i m proved, 
wh ich weakened the pos it ion of the revo lut io n a ry u n ions .  
H owever the consc ious wo rke rs knew that  the labor  laws 
cou ld not be i m pl e m e nted j u st by the fo rma l it ies and t h e  
c lass struggle wi l l  be  requ i re d  t o  e l im i nate c lass 
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d iscrimination .  So d uring 1974-77, t h e  workers defended  
the i r  social,  economic and pol it ica l rights as  wel l  a s  the  
new labor  laws. The ana lysis of the strikes in  1974-77, 
s hows that with the i r  contin uous s trugg le, the working 
c lass forced t h e  e mployers to fol low the  la bor laws . 

.. _ I n  J a n ua ry 1974, ra i lway workers and  t he texti le  workers in  
Hydera bad, Sh ika rpur  and  M u lta n went on stri ke .  T h e  
biggest strike happened i n  t h e  S i l k  M i l ls i n  Swat, which 
cont inued for a week.  In  February, th irtee n  thousa nd 
construction workers at  the  Terbala Dam went  on  str ike 
and ra ised a nti-im pe ria l ism slogans.  In  October, during t h e  
strike by the  G hous Texti le Mi l ls workers, police opened 
fire a n d  a rrested forty act ive workers. 

Pa kistan was a lso affected by the record rise in  t h e  
internationa l  o i l  prices in  1974, which increased the  p rices 
of consumer  items in local market, res ult ing in  a new wave 
in protests and str ikes.  

I n  these circumsta nces, d iffe rent  reform ist trade  u nions; 
with t h e  strong backing of t h e  gove rnme nt, t ried to 
fraction the workers' u n ity to form their  support ive un ions 
i n  big factories. As a result ,  m a ny un ions in  Mu lta n and 
ot her  c ities  qu i t  PTU F .  In  1974,  more t ha n  fi fteen thousa n d  
PTU F  supporters were d is m issed fro m the services a n d  
many labor leaders were a rrested .  

I n  response to these actions, 1 3  fed e rations of  Si n d h  and  
P u njab convened a confe rence in  t h e  end  of  1974 and  
fo rmed t h e  U n ited Workers' Cou n ci l  a nd the  attempts to 
weaken the PTUF were foi led .  Dur ing th is  t ime, some 
un ions  of NWFP beca me m e m b e rs of WFTU . 

Because of t he closure of few text i le  m i l ls  a n d  termination 
of workers in  1975,  the  texti le  workers of S indh a n d  
Punja b  were active a nd i n  April, t h e  stri ke-wave aga i n  
emerged because of t h e  price-hike  o f  flour, cooking o i l  a n d  
sugar.  Because o f  t e a r  g a s  she l l ing and  arrest o f  the  l a bor  
leaders in Lahore ,  t h e  s ituat ion went  out of co ntrol  a n d  
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more than  50 thousand  peop le  d e m onstrated i n  La hore .  
Two days la ter, ra i lway workers a lso went o n  stri ke .  

I n  Apr i l  1975, t h i rty-s ix thousa n d  teachers of pr ima ry 
schools went o n  str ike fo r two wee ks, which c u l m i nated i n  
t h e i r  victory. 

M o re than  50% budget fo r 1 9 74-75 was a l located for 
defe nse expe nd i tu res, resu lted in p r ice-hi ke, which was 
opposed by the  working c lasses and the docto rs ,  sen ior  
schoo l  teachers, stude nts and  bank  e m p loyees a lso jo ined  
the protest aga inst i t .  I n  the same mo nth,  t h e  d evastat ing 
floods h it the co u nt ry, affect ing five h u n d re d  thousand 
people and  the  government  ca me under  seve re crit ic ism 
that instead of co nce ntrat ing o n  the we lfa re of the people,  
it  was spend ing m o re o n  the  d efe nse .  

In  Fe b rua ry 1976, t h e  t rade u n ions  were give n m o re _r ights 
in  the  admin istrative affa i rs of the  i n d ustr ia l  u n its .  I n  t h e  
t ri-pa rty la bor co nfe re nce he ld  in  Octo b e r  1 9 7 6, fo u r  
h u n d red  trade  u n ion  representat ives, o n e  h u n d red  
government  officia l s  a n d  several  e m pl oye rs pa rticipa ted .  

I n  the  end  of  1976, p repa rati o ns were made  to  fo rm a 
trade u n ion e n tity at  the nati o n a l  leve l  a n d  300 
re p resentat ives of 2 16 t rade  u n ion  o rgan izati o n s  
pa rt ic ipated i n  a meet ing he ld  i n  Karach i  d u ri ng J a n u a ry 
1977,  which formed the  U n ited Wo rkers Fede rati o n  of 
Pa kistan and  e lected Pa ikar  N a qvi as  P res ident  and  N a bi 
Ahmed as its Ge nera l  Secreta ry .  1 6  out  of 19  major 
fed e rat ions  jo ined th is  new e nt i ty but PTU F and PWF 
refra ined fro m jo in ing it .  

In the second ha lf  of the  Februa ry, c lashes  betwe e n  the 
gove rnment supporters a nd opposit ion e rupted . D u ring  
these c lashes few t rade  un ions,  especia l ly Posta l and  
Telegra ph U ni o n  s u p ported the r ight-wing Pa kistan 
National  A l l iance .  
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I n  m id-1970, a M a rxist> facti on b roke-away from the S i n d h i  
nat iona l ist  pa rty, Jeay Sindh Mahaz a nd fo rmed La rka na  
Labor  Federat ion .  As  th is gro u p  wa s cons ide r ing that  
S indh/Pa k ista n had  a ·capita l ist mode of  p rod uct ion, so i t  
sta rted o rga n i z i ng l a b o r  i n  the rura l  a n d  semi-rura l  a reas .  
After  part i t ion, t h i s  was  the f irst g ro u p  which o rga n ized 
the ta i lor  maste rs, tea-shops waite rs, d o n key-ca rt p u l l e rs 
and  smal l  vendors .  I n  later  stage, when other  l i ke-m i n d e d  
groups and i n d iv idua ls jo ined th i s  g ro u p, i t  w a s  re n a m e d  
a s  Wata n Dost M a zdoor  Federat ion .  

The Ma rtia l  Law i m posed by G e neral  Z ia on  5th J u ly 1977, 
was not  enth us iast ical ly welcomed by the workers a s  they 
had exper iences of the p revious M a rt i a l  Laws i m posed by 
G e neral  Ayu b  a n d  G e nera l  Ya hya . Neve rtheless, t h e re was 
no  immed iate opposit ion from workers as  they were not  
happy with  the  Bhuttogovernment. M a ny of them had  i n  
i n d iv idua l  ca pacity or  th rough the i r  orga n i zat ions  h a d  
taken pa rt i n  an t i  Bh utto movements .  Soon, the  Z i a  M a rt ia l  
Law showed its  true colors an-d on  9th J u ly, just  fo u r  days 
after  the i m pos i t ion  of the M a rt ia l  La w, the  M a rt i a l  Law 
Ad m i n istrator Punjab,  t h rough order  no. S, b a n n e d  a l l  
t rade un ion  act iv it ies i nc lud ing  the  str i kes, h i s  S indh  
co unter-part was  so'o n to fo l low the  su i t .  Over  90 p e rce n t  
l a b o r  fo rce of the  count ry w a s  l iv ing !n t hose two 
p rovi nces. These ord e rs were to be expla i ned  a n d  
i m pleme nted b y  the  loca l offic ia l s .  F e w  o f  t h e m  dec lared 
that  the trad� u n ions  were d isbanded,  wh i le others were 
of the op in ion  that these were o n ly be ing rest ricted . The 
capita l ists with the backing of government  offic ia ls  took ------� 
fu l l  adva ntage of th i s  confus ing s i tuat ion  and  curta i led the 
p reviously acceded  concess ion and  p riv i leges.  Those who 
p rotested ,  were b lackmai led and(; th reate ned of be ing 
reported to the  M a rt ia l  Law auth1J'r i t ies .  I n  fact many of 
them were expel led fro m jobs and  ·afte r be ing a rrested 
were sente nced by the mi l ita ry co u rts .  
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I n  these c i rcumsta nces, i n  t h e  Kora ngi I n d ustr ia l  Area 
Ka rach i ,  on the fa lse excuse of the ra i ny r iver, the Yousif · 
Text i le  M i l l s lay-off 750 worke rs, M i r  Texti le  M i l l s  750 a n d  
A l i  Asg har  Texti le M i l l s  1500 worke rs, whi le  t h e  H ussa i n  
Texti le M i l ls termi nated 2 5 0  workers without a ny proper  
reaso n .  Not o n ly i n  p rivate sector, but  i n  pu b l ic sector as  
we l l ,  government termi nated services of worke rs; 
e s pec ia l ly in strong  un ion  o rg a n i zat ions .  I n  S indh  R�gio n aJ  
Tra ns port Corporation (SRTC), over one thousand wo rke rs 
became job less, wh i le  in Pak ista n Cotton Tra d i ng ,, .. 
Corporat ion a bout ten tho usand d i rect a n d  i n d i rect · '.' 
e m p loyees were fi red fro m t h e i r  jobs .  

O n  26th December  1977,  the  M a rti a l  Law government  
convened its f irst tr i-pa rty l abor  co nfe re nce, d u ring wh ich  
Ch ief  M a rt ia l  Law Ad m i n istrato r Genera l  Z ia a n no u nced 
many steps and sa id  that  by p rotecting worke rs' r ights, h i s  
gove rn ment  w i l l  p rovide lawyers t o  wo rke rs l a id -off by 
e m p l oyers .  The conference l?assed a reso l ut ion  rega rd ing 
amend ments in  the exist ing l a b o r  laws.  The gove rnme nt's  
commitment to th is  a n no uncement  was exposed with in 
one week,  when the worke rs of the Colony Text i le  M i l l s  
M u ltan were massacred b y  t h e  state apparatus .  

O n  16th Fe b ru a ry 1 978,  the workers o f  televis ion sta ti o n s  
i n  Rawa l p ind i - I s la m a bad,  Peshawar, La h o re a n d  Quetta 
d is lodged the i r  su pe rio rs a n d  occu p ied fo u r  TV sta t ions to 
p ress fo r the acce pta nce of the i r  d e ma n d s; the move was 
led by Genera l  Secreta ry of  the Rawa l p i n d i- I s l amaba d  TV 
Stat ion E m p loyees' u n i o n  Zaheer  Javed, who assumed t h e  
respons ib i l it ies as  spokesperso n of the str ik ing workers .  
The progra ms of t hese stat io ns  were however shown 
without a ny i n te rrupt ion and viewe rs d id  not fee l  a ny 
change .  The demands  were dearness a l lowance be m e rge 
with the i r  bas ic  sa la ries and  a rrea rs be pa id with effect  
fro m J a n u a ry 1976,  compe nsati o n  be pa id a lso fro m same 
date a nd one extra sa l a ry fo r each yea r s ince  then w i th  
p rovis ion fo r the coming  years .  O n  17th  February 28 ,  offi c e  
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bea re rs of PTV Worke rs U n ion,  who were ho ld ing  a 
conve nt ion ins ide La hore Stat ion were a rrested,  a m o ng 
them were two fro m Peshawa r, one  each from Ka rachi  a nd 
Quetta stat ions.  La hore office beare rs, who esca ped 
a rrest, a n no u nced the i r  hunger  str ike  from next day t i l l  
accepta nce o f  demands .  Ja i led worke rs refused to e n l a rge  
o n  ba i l .  O n  18th February, arrestE>d worke rs re manded fo r 
one  wee k  in  Camp Ja i l  La hore.  Two more persons a rrested ,  
one  among them was  b rother- in- law of  U n i o n  P resid e nt, a s  
he co u l d  not  be a rrested at  the ti me o f  pol ice ra id . O n  19th 
February, seven of a r rested workers,tr ied under M LR 10  by 
a S u m m a ry M i l ita ry Co u rt and sentenced for one year  
rigo rous i m p risonment  and 10 to 15 lashes.  l nayat H ussa in ,  
Shah id  M a h mood Nadeem, Agha Shah id ,  Asif she ikh ,  
Sho u kat Hayat, Hab ib  Gu i  and  Mohamm ed Ala m a m o n g  
those w h o  were sente nced . O n  20th February, G e n e ra l  Z i a  
a p poi nted a co mm ittee t o  p robe TV affairs .  On  2 2 n d  
February, M i l itary Co u rt i n  Peshawa r se ntenced seven 
more PTV workers fo r impriso n m en t  and lashes.  In co ming  
wee ks, many more PTV emp loyees, inc lud ing p rod ucers 
were f ired from services and many were rewa rded fo r not 
being p a rt of the  take-over.  Later,  the  reg ime a l leged that  
it  was  not  a str ike for the  dema nds,  rat h e r  was  a n  atte m pt 
by po l i t ical  e leme nts to ta keover the  i nsta l lat ions  of 
Pak ista n Te l evis ion .  

Colony texti le  m i l ls, M u ltan 
I n  the i n it ia l  days of Z ia M a rt ia l  Law, a noth e r  inc id e n t  
showing t h e  c lass cha ra cter o f  t h e  m i l it a ry j u nta occurred 
in  J a n u a ry 1978,  when the dozens  of workers of the  Colony 
Texti le M i l ls, M u lta n were m u rd e red  i n  cold b lood . 

Over th i rteen tho usa n d  worke rs we re working in  t h is most  
p rofita b le  mi l l  of the  co untry a nd l ike other  workers, in  
every November or  December  we re gett ing the i r  a n nua l  
bon uses eq uiva lent  to t h ree months  sa l a ry. Th i s  bonus was 
a d i rect ach ieve ment  of the worke rs' moveme nts of 1969 
and 1972 .  
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The worke rs were s u re that  since the prod uct ion i n  ye J r 
1977 was co m p a ratively higher then previous yea rs, so 
they would be gett ing a n  enha nced bonus.  But because of 
the overt hrow of the e lected govern ment a nd im posit ion 
of the M a rti a l  Law on 5th July 1977, the m il l  owners had  
decided to snatch the  workers' right through the state 
sup p ress ion.  

\ 
The workers were dema nding a three months bonus  a long  
w i th  one month's  recrea t ional  a l lowance. O n  the  morn ing 
of 29th Decem ber, fi rst sh ift of workers reached the  m i l l  
b u t  refused to resume work whi le t h e  workers o f  n ight  
sh ift refused to leave the pre m ises.  By not  operat ing 
machines and  refusa l  to work, the strike was in it iated 
w hich was observed comp letely without a ny vio lence.  The 
mi l l  admin istrat ion t h ro ugh po l ice and their  cronies  tr ied 
to sca re workers but  they refused to  bow. They refused to 
end their str ike which continued for thre e  d ays, a l though 
some t rade union l�aders  had a lso a p pea led to end  the 
strike .  

On 2 nd Jan uary 1978, the  wedding of mi l ls  owner M ughees 
She ikh's  daughter was schedu led  and beca u se of the 
friendship with  mi l l  owner, Genera l  Zia s pecia l ly  reached 
M u ltan from Rawa lp ind i  to attend the wed d i ng .  
M eanwhi le  t h e  info rmat ion reached t o  workers that  the  
dowry for b r ide  was  ten t imes more than  the tota l  a m o unt 
due fo r the  bonus .  

Acco�d ing to now d efunct U rd u  d a i ly lmroze of the 3 rd 
January, on  t he previous day the CBA Peoples' La bor U nion 
succeeded in  negot iat ions with the mi l l s  a d m i nistrat ion in  
the p resence of re p resentatives of the Labor department, 
M a rt ia l  Law authorit ies a nd local  admi nistrat ion for the  
bonus  of two a nd q ua rter  months  to be pa id in  t he end  of 
January. 
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The p o i n t  of content ion was the wage payments of the  
str ike d ays, wh ich  the admin istrat ion  was  refus ing  a s  i t  
cons idered the  str ike as  a n  i l l egal  act .  

The a nxiety among workers was g rowi ng, a s  they had 
wai ted fo r th i s  extra money fo r the whole  year  a n d  the 
wh ispers of  p rotest were i n  the a i r  because of the  
rel ucta nce by admin ist rat ion .  

D u ri ng the  afternoon sh ift cha nge, the u n ion  asked 
wo rke rs to gather at the ma in  gate o f  the mi l l  fo r a n  
i nformat iona l  meet ing, so worke rs o f  both sh ifts  who were 
ins ide the m i l l  gathered . Some of them stood nea r a 
mosque, which happened to be at a wal k i ng d ista n ce from 
the m i l l  owne r's resi de nce. The pol ice assumed that t h e  
m i l l  o w n e r  m ight  come u n d e r  attack, s o  asked workers to  
end the i r i l legal  gathe r ing .  The  m i l l  a d m i n ist ra tor  She ikh  
Rasheed a lso a sked workers to do so but  they refused to 
d is pe rse.  

Meanwh i le,  the admi n istrat ion of the mi l l  whispe red in the 
ea rs of  Genera l  Z ia  that the mi l l  wo rkers were i n tended to 
attack him in the wedd ing, so i n  a nger and  h at red,  he  
o rdered to  teach  them a lesson .  The  pol i ce baton  cha rged 
to d i sperse  the workers, who in reta l ia t ion  th rew stones 
on  the po l ice .  Then the po l ice and other law e nfo rc ing 
agencies ope ned d i rect fi r ing on  the wo rkers k i l l i ng f ive of  
them o n  spot .  

Some of the s u rviving workers later  a l leged that She ikh  
Rasheed h i mself  fired on  worke rs and  k i l led  at  least  fo u r  of  
them.  Acco rd i ng to one worker, Ta l i b  Hussa i n's  father  was 
a c lose fri end  of  She ikh  Rasheed; when he  was a bout to 
open fi re, Ta l i b  s houted "Chacha ! I a m  son  of your friend,  
so spare me" .  But  Sheikh d id not  care and opened fire 
without any hes i tat ion . Before dyi ng, Ta l i b  soa ked h i s  
f ingers in  h i s  own blood and  wrote h i s  k i l le r's name o n  a 
nea rby wa l l .  The mi l l  a d m i n istrat ion later t ried to rem ove 
the name fro m wal l  but fa i led  to do so. When worke rs 
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came to  know of t h is massacre ,  thev got  fur ious and  beat 
Sheikh i n  revenge,  he saved h imself  by esca p ing  fro m the 
scene.  

Another in noce n t  a nd yo u n g  vict im was Ka ra mat  Ali  (an 
a p p re ntice),  who was not  ins ide the prem ises but was 
pass ing nea rby and  peo ple told h im a bout  the h a p p e n i ngs 
in the  m i l l , so reached there to see i t  for h imse lf. H e  was 
hit by  a b u l let  on the m a i n  ga te  of mi l l , as  a l l roads to the  
c i ty  were b locked, so he co uld not  be sent  to  t h e  nea rest 
hospita l  i n  M uzafa rga rh . H e  was de n ied a ny fi rst aid so 
d ied b ecause of ove r b leed ing .  

Da i ly  lmroze re po rte r ident ified one  Subedar  Khan ,  who 
wa s p a rt of t h e  k i l l i ng  of  workers.  As  many  of  workers 
resided in the worke rs' co lony ins ide the  m i l l  prem ises,  so 
their  relat ives and fri e nds, inc luding wo men ,  ca m e  o ut of 
their  houses and tr ied to enter  the  batt le a rea but  were 
p reve n ted by law e n fo rcers .  M a ny of the  wo rkers were 
crushed i n · the sta m peded a s  pan ic s p read and wo rkers 
tr ied to run  a way.  

The fi r ing co n t i n ued fo r t h ree hours and  a t  s ix  i n  the 
eve n i ng, the  law e n fo rcers e n t e red in  the  mi l l  p re m ises 
l ike  co nq uero rs .  After  e nter ing the  m i l l, officia l s  stopped 
the s h ift i ng of i nj u red  workers to hospita l  and a rrested the 
defying workers and t h e i r  supporters .  M a n y  of  the workers 
had d ied on  spot d u ri n g  t h re e  hours' fi ri ng b u t  m a n y  
others succ u m bed to t h e i r  i nj u ries because of  d e l a y  i n  
medica l a ss ista nce .  I n  t h e  d a rkness  of  the  n ig ht, the state 
forces sta rted d u m p i n g  the dead and i nj u red in the trucks .  
M a ny of them were put  i n  the  sewerage l ines with in  the  
mi l l  and the rest  with o u t  shro ud and  r i tua ls ,  were b u ried 
i n  col lective g raves i n  a nea rby v i l lage Baga Sher .  In fa ce of 
the  state terro r  and vio lence, m a ny workers a nd common 
c it izens resc ued a n d  a d m itted some i njured wo rke rs in  
nearby hospita ls .  

/ 
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There a re d ifferent  fig u res of causa l it ies  in t h e  inc ident .  
There were e ighty b icyc les pa rked in  the park ing lot  of the 
m i i l , whose owners d id  not tu rn  u p  to co l lect  the i r  
b i cyc les .  M e d ia out le ts  under  the Ma rtia l La w ce nsorship,  
reported 18 dead and 25 inju re d.  On  the other  hand few 
workers fe ared over two hundred dead .  Acco rd ing to t h e  
M a zdoo r Act ion Co m m ittee emerged d u r ing t h e  struggle 
fo r bon us, 133 workers were k i l led and  over 400 i nj u re d  i n  
t he i nc ide nt.  

After the ma ssacre, the m i l l  owner a n n o u nced a 
compen sati on pa ckage of Ru pees 10,000 to the  he i rs of 
each worker k i l l ed .  

The effo rts of  fi l i ng case against the m i l l  owne r  were fo i led  
with the  he lp  of  loca l  Mart ia l  Law a d m i n istrat ion  a n d  a 
.co unter  case was registe red agai nst the act ion comm ittee 
l eaders and active workers.  Many of them i nc l ud ing  Ameer  
Al i ,  Noor  D in ,  M u khtiyar Shah ,  Moham med Yous if, 
M o ha m med Sha rif and  Moham med Ramzan were a rreste d .  

T h e  workers' p rotest co nt i n ued and surre nde r ing to t h e  
p rotest, t h e  admin istrat ion released many o f  t h e  a rrested 
worke rs .  On  4th J a n u a ry 1978, the M a rti a l  Law 
Ad min istrator M u lta n ordered an  i nqu i ry to be co n d u cted 
from the  loca l m i l i tary headqua rters, which t h e  l abor  
l eaders rejected and  demanded that  the  enq u i ry sho u l d  be 
cond ucte d at the main gate of the mi l l  as the i nc ident  had 
happened there and the judges and lawyers n o m i nated by 
the workers should be i nc luded i n  the  e n q u i ry comm ittee.  
Afterward the pol ice SHO Raja Khizer  Hayat and po l ice  
consta b le Hak im Al i  were made scapegoats a n d  suspended 
f rom the services and  a yea r later  a r rested and  t r ied  in  a 
l oca l  m i l itary co u rt no .4,  on  the charges of exce e d i ng the i r  
a u tho rity and ind iscrim i nate fi r ing ori  workers .  But  the  
p roceed ings or  verd i ct of  the case was  never  made p u b l i c .  

The  d iffe rent · t rade  un ion  o rga nizat ions gave a ca l l  to  
o bse rve B lack  day o n  9th and  10th J a n u a ry 1978,  which 

• 
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was suppo rtec:f by a l l  a nti-Zia po l it ica l pa rties and  
orga n i zat ions .  Many pol i t ic ia n s  i nc lud ing Beg u m  N usrat 
Bh utto,  Wal i  Khan, Nawa bzada Nasuru l lah Khan and others  
v is i ted be reaved fa m i l ies .  Beg u m  N u s rat Bhutto was the 
on ly  po l i t ic ian  who gave some fi nanc ia l  su p po rt to the 
g rieved fa mi l ies .  

Nasir  Za id i ,  who was then the  M u lta n co r respondent  of 
wee k ly Al-Fateh Karachi  a nd whose father  and two 
b rothers had d ied of t u berc u los is  whi le working i n  t h e  
Co l o ny Text i le  M i l l  M u ltan ,  wh i le re port ing the inc ident,  
compa red it with the Ja l l i anwa la Bagh massacre .  Th is  
incu rred i n  the wrath  of mi l it a ry autho rit ies a n d  Nas i r  Za id i  
was  sent  to p rison after  a s u m m a ry mi l i tary t ria l .  

Mohamm ed Amin Bhatti, t h e  P res ident  P ECO Wo rke rs 
U n io n  La hore, was a rrested th rice and was lashed twice. 
F i rst ti me h e  was a rrested i n  M a rch  1978, p rotest i n g  
aga inst La h o re H igh  Cou rt's ve rd ict against  Bh utto and  was 
sentenced to one  yea r  i m p riso n m e n t  and  1 5  lashes .  I n  
Apri l  1979,  he was a rrested a n d  was lashed .  Th i rd ti me,  he  
was  a rrested o n  6th J u ne 1980, for p u b l ish ing  
objectionab le  l i tera t u re .  He was  dec lared P risoner of  
Co nscie n ce by  Amnesty I nternat io na l ,  wh ich  accused the  
Z ia  government  of tort u ring  h im i n  the  notor ious La hore 
Fort .  

On  28-29th Dece m be r  1 97 8, the Pa kistan Tra de U n i o n  
Federat io n,  n o w  a n  affi l iate of  t h e  World F�derat ion o f  
Tra de U n i on (WFTU) ,  ma naged to  h o l d  a natio n a l  
co nference i n  Ka ra ch i  w i t h  the l a rgest n u m b e r  o f  de lega tes  
in  atte n d a n ce, s i nce i t  ca me under  a gove rnment ban i n  
1954 .  I n  the conference the represen tatives o f  252  trade 
u n ions passed a ser ies of reso lut io ns, u rg ing  p rogressive 
amendments to the I nd ustria l Re lat ions O rdi nance,  
d isbandment  of the N I RC, resto ra t ion of worke rs' r ight  to  
col lective ba rga i n i ng a n d  withdrawa l of the Essent ia l  
Services Act. S ignifica nt ly, the confe rence a lso ca l led fo r 
the Mazdoor Kissan Raj ( the  Worke rs a n d  Peasant R u l e ) .  
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On 16th J u n e  1979, Pa kistan La bor  Front ( P LF) a n d  Koh- i
Noor M i l l s  Worke rs' Union o rgan i zed a Jo int meet ing i n  the 
workers' sett lement  of f'J as i rabad Colony, near  Ko h-i- i'Joo r  
M i l l s, Rawa l p i n d i  a n d  was a d d ressed b y  Retired G e ne ra l  
Ti kka Kha n, t h e  Addit io na l  Secreta ry G e n e ra l  o f  P P P, P L F  
c h i e f  Syed R i a z  u d  D i n  J i l an i, GTS Worke rs' U n ion G e ne ra l  
Secreta ry Raja Mohammed H a n if, Qa umi  Mazdoor M a h a z  
(QM M )  P reside n t  Cha u d h ry Atta u l  Haq ue, PLF  d ist r ict 
Attack  G en e ra l  Secreta ry Mohammed Dawood,  PLF Deputy 
Secreta ry Noor  l l l a h i  M ugha l ,  QMM wo men wing orga n izer  
Beg u m  N us rat  Rasheed,  stude nts' lea der  R iaz Khan, 
M ujtaba  H yd e r  S h i razi, M ohammed Ajmal ,  P P P  d istr ict 
Rawa l p i n d i  G e n era l  Secreta ry Qa z i  S u l ta n Mahmood a n d  
o t h e r  l a b o r  leaders .  A lthough th is  meeting was 
orga n izedto tr ib ute the P P P's Cha i rman Bh utto, who was 
ha nged somet ime ear l ier; but it  was a n  attempt fro m both 
the PPP and labor  o rga nizat ions to mo bi l i ze  and invo lve 
worke rs in the p ro-de mocracy movement .  

The  i n d ustr ia l i sts a n d  the  office bea rers of  Cha m b e r  of  
C o m m e rce a n d  I n d ustry, Sukkur, p ress u rized G e nera l  Zia,  
d u ring  h i s  visit to city in 1979, that  they should be saved 
fro m the m i l i tant  and ever- protest ing  workers of the Rohri 
Cement  Factory a n d  on  the orders of Gen eral  Zia,  loca l  
M a rt i a l  Law a uthor it ies booked over  one  hundred t rade 
un ion  workers, 59 among them were sentenced fro m s ix  
months  to th ree yea rs im pr isonment  a n d  10 to 45 lashes 
by the  S u m m a ry M i l it a ry Co u rts .  

The Rohri Cement Facto ry was cons idered as a strong base 
fo r the .  out lawed Co m m u n ist Pa rty s i nce 1960s a n d  its 
u n i o n  l eader  Mou la Bakhsh Khaskh a l i , be i ng a ce ntra l  
lea d e r  of  CPP was the sp i rit beh ind i t .  

Over s ix thousand workers of  Ka rachi  Sh i pya rd went fo r a 
comp lete str ike i n  1979, which conti n u ed fo r a lmost two 
a n d  ha l f  months .  The CBA u n ion  of S h i pyard was affi l iated 
with Pa kistan Tra d e  U n io n  Fed e rat ion and had many 
Socia l ist m e m bers.  The M a rt ia l  Law a uthorit ies terminated 
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about two h u n d red  workers from services a n d  dozens  
others were issued not ices .  The CBA u n io n  was ban ned fo r 
three years but  o n ce the  ban was l i fted ,  it once aga i n  won 
the refere n d u m  by defeat ing gove rnment  and Jam aat- i
ls lami backed u n io n s  . 

. The M u n ic ipa l  Wo rkers U nion · Rawa fp i n d i  went  o n  str ike 
on  12th  August 1980., which co nti n ued ti l l  27th August .  
They were d e m a n d i ng a ra ise in  sa laries  and the provis ion  
pf  gas  masks  as  five c lean i ng-wo rkers had  d ied  o f  
s uffocation  on  5th  J u ne,  dur ing the  cle a n i ng of t h e  u n d e r  
ground sewerage l ines .  B y  dec lar ing t h e  str ike i l legal ,  t h e  
admin istration  arrested 18 u n io n  leade rs, i nc lud ing u n i o n  
Genera l  Secretary l nayat Mas ih, w h o  d ie d  i n  ja i l  custod y  
on  6th September.  H e  was a rrested fro m h is house a n d  
was subjected t o  torture ,  which worse ned  h i s  exist i ng  
k idney pro b l e m .  H e  was  adm itted i n  t h e  hosp ita l ,  where he  
d i e d .  H is wife was  a lso .a n em ployee i n  t h e  m u n ic ipa l i ty b u t  
her  services were termi nated,  because of h e r  h4sband's  
activism .  l nayat Mas ih  had  five ch i l d re n ,  betwe e n  the age  
of  two and sixteen .  I n  a .telegra m  to G e n e ra l  Z ia ,  on  10t h 
October, Am nesty I nternat iona l  expre ssed its concern ove r 
the custod ia l  death  a n d  demanded  e n q u i ry to i t .  O n  2 n d  
October, a m i l i tary court sentenced twelve worke rs, 
inc lud ing  Kha l id  Masood,  M o h a m m e d  Sa l im a n d  
Mohammed Aza m fo r o n e  yea r i m p ri so n m e nt and  te n 
lashes each .  

Through a Mart ia l  Law order, a l l  t rade  u n i o n  o rga n i zat ions  
of Pa kistan I nternat iona l  Ai rl i nes  ( P IA) were banned on 
16th August 1981  a n d  1 5Q acti ve workers were a rreste d .  
Although t h e  a d m i n i strat io_n a n no u nced that  b y  ba n n i n g  
t h e  un ions  it  wanted to curb the  misma nage ment  i n  t h e  
i n st i tut ion b u t  no  case was reg iste red  aga i nst any  u n i o n  
activist .  The P I A  Ch0a i :man Ret ired  Major  Ge nera l · Ra h i m  
K h a n  on  19th August,  t h ro ugh a sta tement  c la imed  that  
the  arrested workers we re profess iona l  ag itators and  were 
involved i n  pol i t ica l  act iv it ies . 
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Shamim Wasti ,  the Secretary Gene ra l  of the Pak istan 
Workers Federat ion,  the labor  fro nt of CPP was picked b y  
m i l itary o n  1 7 t h  October 1 9 8 1 ,  without a n y  a rrest 
warra nts .  For coming s ix months, his lawye rs a nd re la t ives 
had no informat ion a bout  h is  whereabouts. 

On the in it ia t ive of the Pa kista n Tra d e  U n ion  Federat ion, 
e l eve n labor  fed e rat ions fo rmed 'Labor A l l i ance'  i n  Ka rach i  
and a n noun ced i ts  su pport for  the democrat i c  struggle 
aga inst the M a rt ia l  Law Regime.  

O n  26th  October 1983,  over te n thousand rai lway a n d  
fa cto ry workers took o u t  a p rocession in La h o re and  
shouted a nt i -Ma rt ia l  Law s loga ns .  Po l ice interve ned  and  
used  force to d isperse the worke rs, who  in  reta l iat ion  set  
o n  f i re  the  po rtra its of Ge nera l  Z i a ,  gove rnmerk buses  a n d  
petro l  p u m p .  

T o  co mme morate the  I nternat ional  La bor  Day, a Jalsa was 
o rga n ized i n  M u lta n Centra l  Ja i l  o n  1st May 1985 and  the 
p rison wards  of po l i t ica l  workers were decorated with t h e  
wa l l  poste rs and  r e d  flags . Mahboo.b S h a h  cha i red  t h e  
meet ing a n d  w a s  addressed b y  Javed Akhte r, M a h a r  Atta 
M o h a m m ed, Asif B utt and Mian  J a hangir, wh i le  D r. 
l shfa q ue,  Za man  Butt  and Ustad Sab i r  H ussa i n  rec ited 
poetry. 

Over twe n ty• five thousand workers of Wah O rd i n a n ce 
Factory went for str ike in  1985 .  

On 24th Aug ust 1986, over  fo u r  h u n d red eng ineers a n d  
officers of  Ka rach i  E lectric S u p ply Corporat ion,  
d e m onstrated �n fro nt of Corporat ion Head Offices aga inst  
the de lay i n  imp lementat ion of the acce pta nce of  increase 
i n  sa l a ry and other  a l lowances.  Omar Kh ushk, the 
P res ident  of  Officers Assoc iat ion to ld  that, s ix  months  



Trade Union Mo vemen t----an Overvie w 383 

ear l ier, the a d m i n istrat ion had agreed to their  demands 
but those yet  to be im p lemented .  

On  the ca l l  of Labor  B u re a u  S i n d h, a bout  300 workers 
dem onstrated i n  fro nt of Nat iona l  Ba n k  of Pa k ista n Head  
Offi ces i n  Karach i  on  25th Aug ust 1 986; they  were ca rry ing  
p laca rds for  the re lease of Bena z i r  Bhutto and a n  e n d  o f  
contract system i n  fa ctories .  Formed by b a n k i n g  sector 
t rade u n ions,  la bor B u re a u  S indh ,  had a n nou n ced to 
i n it iate a campa ig n  fo r the re lease of po l it ica l p riso n e rs 
i nc l ud ing  Benaz i r  Bhutt o, l ift i ng of secti o n  144 from S ind h, 
c a l l ing back of l aw e nfo rc ing agencies .  Coup le  of d ays ago ,  
Abd u l  Az i z  Memon,  W a l i  Moha m med la ssi, K h u d a  Bakhsh  
Lassi, Usman G ha n i  and  others had a d d ressed a press 
co nfe rence in Karach i  in this rega rd .  

With in  few months of  the resto rat ion of democra cy a n d  
i nsta l lat ion of  Benaz i r  B h utto as  P ri m e  M i n ister i n  
December  1988,  i n  ea r ly  1 989, A l l  Pa kista n Tra de U n i o n  
Orga n izati o n  w a s  fo rmed,  which covered 1 2 3  t ra d e  u n ions  
re p rese nt ing workers a n d  e m p loyees of the roa d 
construct ion a n d mach ine-mak ing  ind ustr ies as  we l l  a s  
ban k ing a n d  fi na nc ia l  sectors.  I t  had  most of  its i nfl uence 
i n  S indh a n d  u n l ike m a ny l a bo r  o rgan izat io ns,  was not shy 
of ra is ing pol i t ica l  issues and demand i ng the conso l idat ion  
of democracy. 

I n  a me eti ng of 2 3  d iffe rent l a b o r  o rga n isations  i n  Bad i n ,  
h e l d  on  12  Septe m b e r  1986, t h e  l a b o r  l eaders t h rough a 
reso l ut ion expressed concern o n  the  po l i t i ca l  s i tuat ion  i n  
t h e  cou ntry, especia l l y  i n  Si n d h  a n d  dema nded pa rty-based 
e lect ions, freedom of ho ld ing  peacefu l p u b l i c  meeti ngs, 
ra l l ies a nd demo nstrat ions  in S indh  l i ke other  p rovi n ces .  
They demanded re lease of B a d i n  b"a sed l a bor  leaders and  
condem ned the term i na ti o n  from services of 65 worke rs of  
Pak  Sa u d i  fe rt i l i ze rs M i r p u r  M athe lo, fo r .us i ng the right of  
u n i o n .  
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On 12th Septe m b e r  1986, d i fferent t rade un ion  
o rga n izat ions dem a nded the  resto rat ion of the right of 
t rade u n ion  i n  P IA, Radio Pa kista n, Pak ista n Te levision and  
other  organ i zat io ns, accord ing to  the  I LO decla rat ion .  
Add ress ing a two-day labor  conve nt ion h e l d  i n  La bor Ha l l  
La hore, M i rza Mohammed I b rah im, Nab i  Ahmed,  Khurshid 
Ahmed,  M o ha m med Sha rif, S .  P . Lo d h i, M a l i k  M e h ran  
Chaud h ry, Bash i r  Ahmed and  others demanded i n c rease in  
wages. Convent ion dec ided  to  fo rm a u n i ted fo rum and  
t rade  u n i o n  ac t ion  com m ittees at  the  p rovi nc ia l  level .  

I n  M a rch 2005, a n  Acti o n  Co mmitt ee was fo rmed in the 
state-owne.d Pak ista n Te lecommun icat ion ( PTCL),  which 
was a bout  to b e  p rivatized by the government .  After  
countrywid e  p rotests, the Committee he ld  a ma ssive 
meeti ng at the PTC L  headq uarters in I s lamabad on 25th 
May, 2005. The mi l ita nt  and unco m p ro m is i ng mood of 
workers fo rced the un ion  leaders to ca l l  a str ike .  After  
rea ch ing a dea l  with  the u n ion, the gove rnment  a rrested 
the act ive workers under  the ant i- terror ism laws .  In 
respo nse workers of al l  those p u b l ic sector i n st i tutes, 
s u p posed to  be p rivatized, formed a b road based Ant i 
P rivat izat ion Al l ia nce .  

I n  May 2010,  the s it - in  str ike  by the  workers of  Pear l  
Cont inenta l  Hotel  i n  Karachi  sta rted . 

I n  J u n e  20 10, a sta nd-off e ru pted between the Gadan i  
Sh ip -Break ing Democratic Workers Un ion  a n d  the Owners 
Assoc iat ion .  

I n  June 20 10, g u n m e n  entered the offi ce of the La bor  
Qa umi  Movement  Fa isa l a bad and  k i l led  o n e  of its leade rs, 
M ustansar  Rand hawa and  his brot h e r. In response more 
then 100,000 workers ca me out  in protest .  

In  N ove m b e r  2012,  a br ick k i ln  workers conventi o n  was 
o rgan ized i n  La hore att e nded by over 200 worke rs .  
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Ta ble of  str ikes by  n u m ber  of  part ic ipa n ts a nd days- lost 

Yea r Str ikes Part ic ipants  Days- lost 

1947 14 9585 1 1 105 
1948 3 0  2 1 642 78679 
1949 19 12437  22919  
1950 1 1  8605 52830 
1 9 5 1  4 1  1 1 182  41679  
1952  4 2  6 1684 76247 
1953  34  9468 24606 
1954 70 49795 2 1 3909 
1955  so 25882. 8 3 3 7 2  
1 9 5 6  9 4  4 1908 195064 
1957  78 7 2 1 7 6  227283  
1958 42 14566 1 69420 
1959 2 2  10005 1 5500 
1960 30 19663 608 1 8  
1 9 6 1  4 5  4901 73480 
1962 87 49855 268386 
1963 153 10J 142  902288 
1964 107 79889 405 255 
1965 81 59027 332485 
J 9 66 98 63873 25367 1 
1967  104 1 3 8 159 . 226778  
1968 107 60037 3 24804 
1969 285 184982 1220377 
1970 304 193807 2 743 159 
197 1 1 4 1  107962 8 1 5 2 1 1  
1972  779 3 6 1 149 2018308 
1973 536 2 3 3568 863583 
1974 370 301753  1433553  
1975 358  2 74908 1087459 
1976 387 3 2 9 1 34 1577035 
1977 4 1 6  5 2 7 246 1638 1 42 



4- Peasa nt M ove m e nts 

Sindh 

S h a h  l n ayat Sha heed,  popu la r ly known as S h a h  Sha heed, 
fo unded an agrar ian  commune in  M i rna p u r  ( p o p u l a rly 
known as J hok Shar if) of Th atta in ea rly e ighteenth 
ce ntury .  Forma tio n of t h is com mune was the stag ing of a 
re be l l ion aga inst the la ndowning system with t h e  s loga n 
'Jo kh eray so kh ai' (th ose who sow shou ld  eat ) .  

Ideo logica l ly Shah l n aya t was co n n ected with the  most 
unorthodox Sufi tra d it ions  of South Asia a n d  was a 
fol lower of Sa rmad .A  Pers i a n -Jewi s h  mercha nt; Sarmad 
had  t rave led to Thatta  d u r ing the ea rly seventeenth 
ce ntury as  a tra der .  In Thatta,  he  fe l l  i n  love with a 
beaut ifu l H i n d u  boy, Abhay Chand . I n  the coming d ays, 
D a ra S h i ko h  was insp i red  a n d  gu ided by Sa rm a d .  A lthough  
Shah  l n ayat was  j ust seven yea rs o ld ,  when Sa rmad was 
executed, neverthe less d u r ing h is vis it to De lh i, twenty 
yea rs l ater, he  vis ited Sarmad's  g rave a n d  met h is  
d isc ip les .  

H istory reco rds h i s  move ment m uc h  before the French  
Revo l u tion a nd one of  the finest and most res pected 
M a rx ist inte l lectu a l  of South  Asia,  Sye d Sibte Hassan  ca l led  
h im 'F i rst Socia l ist Sufi of S i n d h ' .  
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E d ucated in  re l ig ious theo logy fro m Deccan, De lh i, 
Burha n p u r  a n d  Ba ija p u r, Shah l nayat was g iven  a sword o n  
h is  gra d uat ion by h is  teacher, Syed Abdu l  M u lk ,  who 
sa id 'you a rE one  of my best student and seeing yo ur . 
concern fo r the poor and  deprived people,  I ca n not see a 
g i ft fo r you as befitt ing as  a sword' .  Syed A b d u l  M u l k  then 
asked 'Te l l  me,  how you wi l l  re pay fo r th i s  g ift?' Sha h 
ln ayat went down on h is  knees, bowed a n d  swung h is  hand  
on h is  neck a n d  t h u m ped i t  to  symbol ize a behead ing, 
saying' l ike th is' . 

After gradua t ing, h e  moved back to S ind h a long  with a bout  
500 fa kirs inc lud ing N imano Shah Deh lvi and Su la iman  
H i n d i .  On the way, h u n d reds  of d est itute a nd poor  
inc lud ing the Kol h i  of the Da l it backgro u n d  jo ined them.  
They settled at  M i ra n p u r  in  lower  S ind h and started a 
col lective fa rm under  the  s loga n of "those who sow shou ld 
eat" .  For a rrangeme nts and  a p p roaching m o re l i ke-minded 
people ,  an  e lected counci l  under  Shah  lnaya t  was fo rme d .  

A s  h e  invited peasants t o  cu lt ivate h i s  l a nd fo r free, the  
ne ighboring Syeds, afra id  of  loosing the i r  d iscip les, who  
were bound  to fo rced la bor o n  t h e  l a n d  owned  by the  
rel ig ious � l ite,  a ppea led to  the M ug h a l  G overnor of  Thatta 
fo r he lp .  The M ugha l  a rmy, with the h e l p  of the loca l big 
l an d lords  attacked the co m m u ne, which was well  defended  
by the peasants a n d  fa k i r  s u p porters of S h a h  lnayat, in  
result  many of them were  k i l led .  When  S h a h  l nayat 
co m p la ined to the Delhi  Court a bo ut this  attack a n d  
k i l l ings, the he i rs of the k i l led peasants were com pensated 
with land,  so the co m m u n e  grew further  a nd more a n d  
more peasants a rrived at  Jhok, t o  b rea kaway from the ir  
l andowning masters .  

Th is  em erging socia l revolut ion d isturbed t h e  loca l  e l ite, 
who a p proached. the i r  tra d it iona l  a l ly, the re l ig ious 
o l iga rchy to co unter th is  wave.  In  th i s  regard,  M a khdoom 
Hash im Tha ttvi, a re l ig ious  cou rt j udge, beca me voca l a nd 
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in a letter to the new M ugha l  Governor  of Thatta, he wrote 
'S i ndh  wil l  have no  rest as  long a s  the e nemy s its i n  Jhok, 
a s  he was i nstigat ing peop le  fo r a re be l l i on  to occu py the 
land and  was acce pti ng non-Mus l i ms, especia l ly low caste 
Kolh i  a nd Bh i l s . ' .  

Afterward, the nota b les  of the So uthern S indh i n  a g ro u p  
m e t  with t h e  Governor  Nawab Za zam K h a n  i n  1 7 1 6  and  
co nvi nced h im that  the fa kirs of  J hok wo u l d  overru n the 
M ugha l  Emp i re .  So the  gove rnor took the i r  concerns 
se r ious ly a nd a le rted the gove rnors of  Bu kku r, Se hwa n a n d  
M ulta n for t h e  poss ib i l ity o f  S ind h-wide re be l l ion ,  a n d  
wrote t o  Del hi, ask i ng  fo r troops.  An a rmy was asse m b l e d .  

T h e  sold iers besieged the J hok co m m u ne in  Octo ber  1 7 18, 
fo r near ly two months .  The nota b les  w rote l etters to each 
other in  excitab le  P e rsia n boast ing  of how 'with 
ca nnonba l l s  a n d  g u n powd e r  the stones of the cita de l  of 
the evi ldoer will fly th ro ugh the a i r  l i ke the cotto n-fl akes 
of the cotto n-ca rd e r  and the l ightn ing sword wi l l  put  fi re 
i nto the harvest of h i s  l ife' . B ut to t he army's s u rpr ise, 
fa k i rs were resi l ient,  a n d  so, fi n d i ng it  d ifficu lt  to a p p rise 
Shah l nayat out of his stro nghold,  the army fin a l ly 
tendered  peace and  invited h i m  to ta lk  terms

. 
i n  the  last 

week of Decem ber.  H i s  safety was g u a ra nteed by a local 
l o rd, Va r Mohammed Ka lhoro, on the Koran . But  i t' was a 
tr ick .  Shah t nayat was se ized on  1st January, produced 
befo re the Gove rnor, tr ied and executed on  7th J a n u a ry 
1 7 18.  H is head . was sent  to De lh i_. After  co nq uer ing the 
co m m u ne, the M ughal  a rmy b u rnt down a nd_ de stroyed the 
records of co m m u n e .  

According t o  Sufi H u zoor  Bakhsh,  a peasant activist and  a 
research scho lar  who wrote a comprehe nsive book o n  the 
l ife and  strugg le  of Shah l nayat, the sieg� l a st�d fo r s ix 
months and  d u ring that  2 5,000 fa k i rs and  peasa n_ts lost 
their l ives. 
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The i m m e diate effect of the execution of Shah l nayat 
tra ns lated i nto the rise of the loca l Ka lhora fa m i ly, who 
had shown the i r  strength in  q ua s h i ng the peasant  re be l  
and now had  the backing of  the M ughal  E m p i re .  The  
Ka lhoras, after co ming to the powe r rewa r.cted the loya lty 
of the' re l ig ious  l eaders and Syeds  by grant ing them lands, 
which res u lted in  the conso l idat ion of the  fe u d a l  syst e m .  
This e v i l  of  fe uda l ism co nt inues  i n  Si n d h  t i l l  date and  so fo r 

. so, the cu rre nt  caretaker of Shah l n ayat Shaheed shr i ne  
h imself h o l d s  a l a rge tract of l a n d  a n d  behaves l i ke a ny 
other  fe uda l  lord of S ind h .  

A t  the t ime  w h e n  the B r it ish co n q u e red  S i n d h ,  Ta l p u r  c l an  
was  i n  the power, suppor�ed by · the b ig  land lords a n d  
re l ig ious e l ite,  whi le  t h e  co m m o n  people were u n ha p py 
beca u se · of the over taxat ions .  After  the conq u est of 
S indh ,  a p peas ing  the la ndowning c lasses cont inued  in 
B riti s h  period and o n  281h M a rch 1861, the B ritish  
Gove rnmetit a l lott ed 1 .9  mi l l ion  acre s  land to the i r  2000 
l oya l ist a n d  o bed ient  fe u da l  lords .  

To review the post-S u k k u r  Ba rrage s ituat ion of land a nd 
especia l ly of the people con nected to it, a 
meet i ng/co nference of conce rned c it ize ns  of S i n d h  was 
convened in M i rp u rkhas  on 1 21h J u ly1930 .  G.  M. Syed was 
Cha i rman of the rece pt ion comm ittee and  Jamshed  M e hta 
cha i red  the confere nce .  This confe re nce dec ided to fo rm 
'Sindh Hori {Peasant) Association' and e lected the 
fo l lowing office-beare rs; a qua l if ied eng i n e e r  a nd the 
M a ratha Pr i nc ipa l  Gokh le  of N E D  Eng ineer ing  Co l lege 
Karachi ,  as P res ident  and  G. M. Syed, She ikh  Abd u l  Majeed 
S i ndh i  and J ethmal  Pa rsra m as Secreta ries .  

On  the seco n d  day of the procee.d i ngs, the  co nfe rence 
adopted six reso luti o n s  1- Al l the gove rnment l and  u n d e r  
t h e  Sukku r Bar rage s h o u l d  be a l lotted on  easy i n sta l lm e nts 
to the loca l peasa nts, 2- to secure the rights of peasa nts 
working on  the l ands  owned by the l and lords, a Te na ncy 
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Act shou ld  be passed, 3- the land- less peasa nts shou ld be 
g iven the right  of vote, 4- the gove rnment shou ld  a rra nge 
the free a nd com pu lsory education i n  the ru ra l  a reas  and 
a d u lt l itera cy should be  started, 5- the Co-ope rative Act 
a n d  its ru les and  regu lat ions should be am ended,  so the 
peasa nts could get loans from the co-ope rat ive societ ies, 
and  6 - a mortgage bank  shou ld  be opened in  S indh .  

Fak i r  Moham med Ma ngrio, Mo lvi Abdu l l ah  Khan  Lagha ri ,  
Haj i  Kha m iso Khaskha l i  a nd few others e m e rged as the 
p ioneer ing activists of the Association a nd after  
formulat ing its man ifesto; they p ropagated it t h roughout 
S indh.  M ost of the found i ng mem bers a nd a ctivists were 
from the classes other  than peasa ntry and i n i t ia l ly they 
conce ntrated o n  the issue of the forced expu ls ion  of 
peasa nts and were a b le to get some remed ies fo r 
peasa nts. 

B ut soon th is  organisation beca m e  inactive . Cit ing rea sons, 
Qad i r  Ba khsh N izamani  writes that though a bout  t h re e  
thousand peasants became members, w h o  had pooled 
a bout fifteen thousand rupees a s  donat ion but  the 
associat ion had most of its influe nce in  the Tha r reg ion .  
The ma in  o bject of the a ssociation was  to get  the  ba rrage 
lands  fo r peasa nts o n  better condit ions but  few of  the 
cu l t ivators and sma l l  l and lo rds e nte red the o rga n i sat ion 
and by leading the ca m p a ign, got  land a l lotments fo r them.  

With the constructi o n  of  Sukkur  Barrage, new 7 .5  mi l l ion  
acres land became cu ltivab le  a nd with in  ten yea rs 1 .5  
m i l l ion acres  of th is  newly  retrieved land was  sold to the 
b ig land lo rds of Sindh and the cu lt ivators fro m Pu nja b .  
Although a bout  9 3  thousand acres o f  th i s  new land was 
rese rved for the peasa nts but fo r the h a rd and fa st 
regu lat io ns, a very sma l l  port ion of it c·a rn e  to the 
peasa nts. M a ny of them lost the i r  acqu i red l and  d ue to 
no n-payment of the insta l lments a n d  the i r  pa id a mo u nt 
was also co nfiscated.  When the Sukkur  Ba r rage lands  were 
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a l l otted t o  the  b ig l a n d lord s, so m e  leaders of  the  Sfn d h  
H a ri Assoc iat ion ,  espec ia l ly  Qa d i r  B a k h s h  N i z a m a n i  a n d 
f\Joor  M o h a m m e d  P a l ijo  vigo ro us ly  o p posed the  m ove, a n d  
react ing t o  i t ,  G .  M .  Syed a nd h is  s u p porters res igned fro m 
the  Assoc iat io n .  

T o  reorga n ize t h e  Assoc iat ion o n  the  o rig ina l  o bject ives,  
J e t h m a l  P a rs ra m  a nd Co m rade  G h ufa m Qa d i r  convened 
a nother  meet i ng/co nfe re nce i n  t h e  later  p a rt of  1936, th is  
t ime i n  Ta ndo Jam near  Hydera ba d .  I n  th i s  co nfe rence, by  
c h a ng ing name to S indh Har i  Co m m ittee (SHC)  ten  
d e m a n d s  were presented by the  peasa nts, out  of  those 
seven were reform ist, two about a bo l i sh ing  a nt i -peasants  
laws as we l l  a s  the. fe u d a l i s m .  The l a st one  was fo r the  
re lease of  a l l  p o l iti ca l  pr isoners .  I n  the  sa m e  yea r of  1936, 
S HCesta b l i shed  its o rga n iza t iona l  hea d q u a rter  i n  
Hydera b a d .  

T h e  struggle of  S i n d h  H a ri Co m m ittee g o t  i m petus  by the  
e n actment  of  B o m bay Tena ncy Act  i n  1940. The S i n d h  
gove rnment  refe rred the  Act to S i n d h  co l lectors to see t h e  
feas ib i l ity of  prepa r ing a n  Act o n  s i m i l a r  l i nes .  I n  M a rch ,  
194 2 ,  a n  expert co m m itt ee was fo r m e d  to prepare  i t s  d ra ft 
i n  the  l ight  of B o m bay Te na ncy Act.  

In 1943, a peasant  ral ly was o rga n ized by the S i n d h  Har i  
Co m m itt ee,  fo l lowed by a p rocessio n  of  a bo u t  3,000 
peasants  in Hydera bad . 

Hyder  B a k h s h  )ato i  the  Dep uty Co l lector in  the  
gove rnment  Service resigned fro m h is offi c i a l  pos i t ion  in  
1945 a n d  so meti m e  later  jo ined  t h e  S indh Har i  C o m m itt ee.  

Co m rade Hyder Bakhsh Jato i  was born o n  7 t h  Octo ber  
1901,  i n  Bukho D e ro Larka n a .  Aft e r  getti ng ear ly  e d ucati o n  
i n  La rka na a n d  Ka ra ch i ,  i n  19 31, he  jo ined  the 
govern menta l  service,  most ly  i n  Reve nue  d e p a rt m ent ,  
where he o bs e rved the a pathy of  both gove rnment  and 
l a n d l o rd s  towa rds peasa ntry .  
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In 1944,  he was a p po inted as a j udge fo r a spec ia l  t r i buna l  
co nd uct ing ca.ses aga inst the  Hur  rebe ls, who  had  sta rted 
a rmed struggle aga inst the Br it i sh  E m p ire. Acco rd i n g  to 
few accou nts, he refused to sa nct ion death pena lty to 
some H u r  p risoners .  

At the pr ime of  h is  career, he resigned fro m the 
· govern m e n t  job,  when as Deputy Col lector he  was the 
h ighest  ra n k e d  o fficer  o f  the d istr ict .  Soon he jo ined  S i n d h  
H a ri Co m m ittee { S H C ) .  After  jo in ing S H C  he  never 
looked back  and was ar rested seve ra l t imes and was kept  in  
a l m ost a l l  pr i sons  of  Pa kistan fo r sta nd ing-up for the  poor .  
Soon a fter  jo in i ng the S H C  he was e lected i t s  Secreta ry 
Genera l  a n d  later  in  1947, was m a d e  its P res ide nt, wh i ch 
he  conti n ue d  ti l l  h is  death  o n  2 1st May 1970, d u e  to 
incurab le  l iv e r  ca ncer .  

He was a good o rator, pol i t ica l  wr iter  and a poet .  M a ny of  
h is  books o f  po l i t ica l  writ i ngs a 14d poet ry were b a n n e d  by 
d i ffe rent gov� rnrrients .  H e  launched a pea.sants' weekly 
'Hori Haqdar' a nd a m a rch towa rds and a s it- in i n  fro nt  of  
the asse m b ly b u i ld ing Karachi ,  wh ich  resu l ted in  the 
passing o f  Te na ncy Act in  1951 .  

H e  contested a bye-e lecti o n  in  1951,  aga i nst a p ro
gove rn m e nt cand idate .  Sens ing the i r  d efeat, his o ppone nts 
registe re d  fa lse cases aga inst him a n d  h is supporters were 
attacked by h u nt ing dogs.  

Although  the M us l im  l and lo rd c lass  was divided o n  many  
po l i t ica l  a n d  soc ia l  issues b ut o n  the i s sue  of  the peasa nts' 
r ights,  they  were a l l  u n i ted fo r the i r  class i nterests .  So, in 
1943, when the S i r  G h u l a m  H ussa in  H idayat U l l a h  m i n istry 
m ove{f a b i l l  regard i ng the revi s ion  of a n  agro-tax i n  the  
Karach i  reg ion ,  a mot ion  by M i r  Banda  A l i  Ta l p u r  was 
passed by the fe u d a l  m e m bers of the asse m b ly 
u n a n i mous ly .  The sa me fe u d a l  mem bers passed a 
reso lu t ion  to fo rm a com m ittee to u ndo the a m e n d m e nts 
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in  the laws rega rd ing  l a n d  owners h i p, d o n e  d u ri ng the 
p revious progressive gove r n m e n t  of  A l l ah  Baknsh  Soo m ro.  

I n  the  e n d  o f  1945,  e lecti o n s  were ca l l e d  fo r S i n d h  
Asse mb ly  a nd S i n d h  H a r i  Co m m ittee d e c i d e d  to ta ke pa rt 
a nd nomi nated fe w ca n d i d a tes .  Th e i r  e lect ion  ca m pa ign 
went  ve ry wel.1 b u t  none  o f  its c a n d id a te co u l d  m a nage to 
w in  agai nst the  fe u d a l  l o rd s  of  M us l im  League  a nd the  r ich 
peop le  of  Congress.  

As the whole subco n t i n e n t  was m oving towa rds the 
. co l lect ive madness i n  the n a m e  o f  re l ig ion ,  S i n d h  prod uced 

a ·rea l  fe m a l e  peasant  h e ro Mai  Bakhtawa r, who o n  22"d 
J u ne 1947, was m a rtyred by the ' l a n d lo rd s  a nd t h e i r  
cronies for safegu a rd i ng the  p ro d u ce of  h e r  a n d  h e r  
fa mi ly' s l abor. 

Born  i n  1880, i n  Ta l u ka Ta ndo  Bago of B a d i n, B a khta wa r 
was the e ld est da ughter  of h e r  fa ther  M u ra d  K h a n  La sha r i .  
Ba khta wa r started graz ing  t h e  catt l e  a nd h e l p i ng  her  
parents s ince her  c h i l d h o o d .  Work inG in  fie l d s  gave h e r  
conf ide nce a n d  u n l ike h e r  fe l lo w  c h i l d ren ,  s h e  w a s  not  
a fra id  of sna kes and used  to catch t h '= ! r1  a l ive i n  c h i l d hood,  
wh ich e a rned ·h e r  t i t le  of  'Jogan' ( fe m  e snake  c h a r m e r ) .  

I n  1898,  s h e  w a s  m a rr ied to h e r  co · i n  Wa l i  M o h a m m e d  
Lashar i . a n d  a fter  e i gh t  yea rs gave b i rth  to M o h a m m ed 
K h a n, fi rst of her  t h ree sons .  Wa l i  M o h a m m e d  h a d  a good 
n u m be r  of goats and the  res pons ib i l ity of  t h e i r  care l ie d  
w i t h  Bakhtawa r, who a l so lea rnt  the  sk i l l s  of  t ra d it iona l 

. b i rth attendant  a n d  earned  a n  offic ia l  a p p rec iat ion  
ce rtificate fo r sav ing m a ny m others d u ring c h i l d b i r th .  

Wa l i  M o h a m med,  with h i s  son  La l M o h a m m e d  was peasant  
a t  the  n u mber  10 watercou rse of  Dan nys u r  estate in  t a l u ka 
O m a rkot, owned by the A h m e d i  co m m u n ity with a bruta l 
P u nj a b i  m a n ager .  The i nfl u e n ce of ha l f  sha re i n  prod uce 
ca m p a ign had a l so reached to t h is estate, where 
Ba khtawa r's son La l M o h a m med was most  act ive a n d  
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voca l .  Dur ing  the Khareef season of 1946,  a d ispute  
emerged o n  the d istr i bu t ion  of  the  produce a nd Gu i  
M o h a m m e d  Lashar i ,  o n  beha l f  of  the  peasa nts registe red a 
case in the  court of reve n u e  office r Orna rkot .  Comrade 
G h u l a m  M o h a m med Lag h a ri a nd G h u l a m  M o h a m med 
Cha u d h ry, the a rb i t ra tors n o m ina ted by the offic ia l ,  
e q ua l ly d istr i buted the  cotton produced o n  t h e  estate.  
After  the  so lut ion  of d ispute  Gui  M o h a m m e d  Lashar i  
sta rted wo rking at t he lands o f  Seth Rewa Cha nd ,  w h i le 
other  peasants  cont inued t h e i r  work a t  the estate l a n d .  

D u ri ng t h a t  period,  the  wo rkers o f  S ind h H a ri Co m m ittee 
started o rgan izat iona l  work and o rga n ized s m a l l  meet ings 
in t h e  a rea ,  which resu l ted  in p ressure by peasa n ts o n  
la nd owners fo r bette r work ing cond it ions and  fa i r  d e a l  i n  
wages.  O n ce Chaud h ry K h a l i d  a bused Comrade  G h u la m  
M o h a m m e d  Laghar i  a n d  accused h i m  of i nst igat ing  t h e  
peasa n ts .  A peasa nt  M o t i  B h i l  i ntervened a n d  wa rned 
Cha u d h ry that  i f  Comra d e  wi l l  be ha rmed they wi l l  have to 
face the  conseq uences .  

In  1946, when the  gove rn m e n t  passed the b i l l  of  H a lf 
Share i n  prod uce, the A h m e d i  estate was gett ing two a n d  
ha l f  k i logra ms fo r every forty k i logra ms of wheat o r  s ixteen 
rupees fo r one  acre of  c u l t ivated land as Rakab, so  t h e  
peasants  a n nou nced t h a t  i n  fut u re t h e y  w i l l  n o t  contr ib ute 
a ny pa rt of produce from t h e i r  sha re .  The bi l l  was passed 
d u r i ng the Rabi season a n d the wheat was re ady .  

O n  2 2 "d J u ne 1947,  Co m rade Hyder  Bakhsh  Jato i ,  Comrade 
G h u l a m  M o h a m m ed Lagha r i ,  Jan M o h a m m e d  Pa l i , Lutf  
U l l a h  H a s a m a n i ,  Co m ra d e  M i r  M o h a m m e d  Ta l p u r  and 
other  l eaders of S HC came to  J h udo  to attend a peasa nt  
meet ing .  Ahmed i  estate peasa nts ,  led  by La l  Moha m med 
Lashar i  a lso went to attend t h e  meet ing .  I n  the ir  a bsence,  
estate ma nage rs Kha l id and Saad U l l a h  with  a co nvoy of  
over t h i rty veh ic les  rushed to t h e  wheat  p rod uce .  M a i  
Ba khtawar a n d  Wa l i  Moha m m ed sent  t he i r  son S i d d i q u e  to 
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Gu i  M o ha m m e d  and  G u lsher  fo r h e l p .  They  both  a long 
with loca l  l a n d l o rd s  P i r  Bakhsh  Shah,  Lo u ng K h a n  G u rga ich 
and Khan M o ha m m ed Ha le poto reached  B a khtawa r' s  
v i l l age by s u n-se t .  They requested estate peo p le  t h a t  they  
s h o u l d  wa i t  fo r t h e  other  peop le  who were away fo r the  
meet ing  b u t  both  Saad U l la h  a nd Kha l id  refused to  pay a ny 
attent ion o n  t h e i r  p lea  a nd t ried to  take  w h e a t  fo rcefu l ly .  

T h e i r  a t t i tude a n tagon ized t h e  m e d iators a n d  as  they  
sta rted moving back,  M a i  Bakhtawar  stood i f  fro nt  of  
wheat  and warned that  ' in  the ir  l i fet i m e  n o  one ca n take 
t h e i r  produce' .  O n  that  Kha l id  h i t  B a k htawar  wi th  t h e  b utt  
o f  h is  gun h e  was ca rry ing .  Ba khtawar  fe l ldown but  h i t  h i m  
b ackwi th  a s t ick .  O n  M a i  Ba khtawar' s  reta l i a t ion, K h a l i d  
d ropped  the  g u n, w h i c h  w a s  p icked by h e r  son Moha m m ed 
S i d d i q u e .  O n e  o f  Kha l id ' s  cron ies  P i r  M o h a m m e d  h i t  
S id d iq ue with  a st ick  and  t h e  gun  we nt  aga in  i n  t h e  
possess ion o f  K h a l id . 

M e a nwh i le , G u i  M o h a m med a n d  G u i  S h e r  a lso used the  
s t i cks  a n d  t h e  figh t  i ntensif ied a nd five o r  s ix  estate 
cron ies  were h i t .See ing  t h is K h a l i d  and Saad o pened fire, 
res u l ted in  the k i l l i n g  of  Mai Bak htawa r on spot a n d  i nj u ry 
of Khaskha i l i  Fak i r  a nd Sabhagi ,  s i s ter  of B a k htawar .  Aft e r  
t h e  k i l l i ng a n d  i nj u r ies, estate p e o p l e  c a p t u red t h e  s t o c k  o f  
wheat  a n d  ret u rned  back .  

The peasants  registered a compla in  a t  the  p o l ice s tat ion  
a n d n o m i n a te d  e leven c u l p rits i n c l u d i n g  Saad  U l l a h , K h a l id ,  
G h u l a m  M o h a m med ,  Mohammed A l i ,  M uza ffa r A l i , P i r  
M o h a m med,  A l l ah  D ino  a n d  others .  Whi le  Ahmed i  estate 
a lso registe red a cou nter  comp la in ,  i n  w h ich a rb i t ra tors P i r  
B a k h s h ,  Lo u n g  K h a n  G u rga ich .  K h a n  M o h a m m e d  H a l e po to, 
K h askha l i  F a k i r  a nd peasants  G u i  M o h a m med ,  G u i S h e r, 
Wa l i  Moh a m m ed a n d  S idd ique  were n o m ina ted .  Few of 
the a ccused,  n o m inated  by peasa nts were a rrested fro m 
M i rp u rkhas  hosp i ta l ,  wh i l e  Sa ad  U l l a h  was a rrested from 
P u njab .  For  f ive m o n t h s  t h is case was hea rd by the c o u rt of  
Assista nt Com m issio ner. 
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Afte r o ne m onth,  the peasants a n d  t h e i r  suppo rters were 
re leased o n  ba i l , wh i le  the  a rrested peop le  of other  pa rty 
cont in ued  in p riso n .  Later t h is case was t ransfe rred to the  
Sess i o n  Cou rt, wh ich  ca nce l l ed  the  ba i l  of  peasants  a nd 
they were rearreste d .  M i rza S i kandar  Ba ig  was the  
p rosecuto r . i n  th is case, wh i l e  the  peasa n ts were 
re presented by Co m rade Puna Ra m advocate of S u k k u r  a n d  
the  A h m e d i  estate was represented b y  D h i a l  M a l  a nd a 
lawyer fro m La h o re .  

S a a d  U l l a h  w a s  a c lose re lat ive t o  Pa kistan's  f irst Fore ign 
M i n ister  S i r  Zafa r U l l a h  Kha n, who with h is i nfl uence 
c reated m a ny h u rd les  i n  the  procee d i ngs i n  the  Sess ion 
Co u rt ,  beca use the Sess ion J udge D iva n Shankar  S ingh was 
co m petent  a nd ho nest .  After keep i ngthe case pend i ng fo r 
ten  m o nths ,  when it was res u m ed,  the  Ahmed i  estate 
s u b m itted the i l l ness cert i'ficate for Kha l id and  got h i m  
a d m itted i n  t h e  hospita l ,  s o  t i l l  t h e  ret i re m e nt of  J u dge 
Sha n k a r  S ingh the proceedi ngs cou ld  be suspe n d e d . B u t  
judge o rdere d  that  he be p roduced befo re the co u rt o n  
next hea r ing .  

After  the  state ment  of the p rosecut ion,  Ahmedi  e state 
l a wye r D h i a l  Mal  c ross-exa m i n e d  the  comp la i nant  G u i  
M o h a m med for o ne h o u r, afterwa rd h i s  brother  w a s  gr i l l ed  
fo r o ne and  ha l f  hour .  Dur ing the c ross-exa m i nat ion  lawyer 
D h i a l  Mal  fa l l  o n  the ground  beca use of  card iac  t ro u b l e  
and  Dr .  Aamran i  and  Civ i l  Su rgeon gave h i m  a n  i nject io n .  
The case proceed i ngs were o nce aga in  de l aye d .  

One  day, as P a n a  Ram �dvocate w a s  tak ing a wa l k  o n  t h e  
p la tform of M i rpurkhas  Ra i lway Stat ion a long w i t h  M a i  
Ba khtawa r's s o n  L a l  Ba khsh,  he  w a s  a p proa ched t h e  
A h m e d i  estate's lawyer and  a n  A h m e d i  e l d e r  who i n q u i re d  
about  the  a m o u n t  of h is fees be ing pa id  by the peasa nts .  
As  Pana  R a m  to ld  them that  i t  was  yet to be dec ided  but  
fo r the r u n n i n g  expend i t ures he was gett ing o ne h u n d re d  
rupees a m o n t h .  On that  they offe re d h i m  fees of  h is ovyn 
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cho ice b u t  P a n a  R a m  cons idere d  i t  aga i nst his pr inc ipa ls  
and  rejected t h e  offe r .  

That was the  t i m e, when m igrat ion sta rted as  the  
conseque nce of  the  part i t ion .  Pana  R a m  a d vocate  w i th  h i s  
fa m i l y  a l so i n t e n d e d  m igrat ion to  I n d i a .  O n  t h e  request  of  
SHC P re s i d e n t  Co m rade  Hyd e r  Ba khsh  Ja to i  to  de lay i t, h e  
prom ised to  c o m e  back  soo n .  A s  the  hear ing  of  case 
resu m ed,  Pana Ram came back fro m I nd i a  a nd contested 
the  case.  At the end o f  th i s  h i sto rica l ca se, he returned  
back  to I nd i a ,  w h e re the  j u dg m e n t  of  the  case  was sent  
h i m  t h rough pos ta l  serv ice .  

Through the cou rt verd ict,  a l l  peasa nts were re leased,  
whi le  Sa a d  U l lah  was sente n ce d  fo r 25  yea rs, Kha l id  for 20 
yea rs and the rest o f  the accused were sentenced fo r t h ree 
years  each .  I n  a letter  t o  La l Bakhsh, the defense l awyer 
Co m rade  Pana  Ram c o m m e nted o n  the  judgment  that  as  
the accused Saad  U l l a h  had  co nfessed for the  cr ime so he 
s h o u l d h a d  been  awa rd e d  the  cap ita l  p u n i s h m e n t .  

T i l l  today,  M a i  Ba khtawa r is  a sym b o l  o f  res ista n ce f o r  the  
peasa nts  a n d  r ights seek ing p e o p le .  To  co m me m o rate her  
m a rtyrd o m ,  peop le  n a m e d . t h e i r  da ughters a s  ' B ak h tawa r' ,  
so fo r so,  t h e m se lves  the sym bo ls  of  resist a n ce Benaz i r  
B h utto a n d  Comrade  Jam Saq i  n a m e d  t h e i r  e l d est 
d a ughters  'Bakht a w a r' .  

Comrade Ghulam Mohammed Laghari w a s  b o rn i n  
1917, i n  the  M i r p u rkhas  d istr ict .  He was n a m e d  a ft e r  t h e  
two lead ing l ights  o f  S i n d h .  Be long ing  t o  a b ig fe u d a l  
fa m i ly, G h u l a m  iyl o h a m m e d  B h u rgr i  w a s  a m ajor  po l i t i c.a l  
fig u re i n  S indh ,  w h o  aga i nst  h is  t rad i t iona l  c l ass character  
a lways o pposed the  B ri t i sh  E m p i re a n d  the  seco n d  o ne was 
G h u l a m  M o ha m m e d  Ta l p u r, who ope ned a school  i n  Ta ndo  
Bago wi th  h i s  own m o n ey, wh ich  aga i n  was a strange a ct 
by a b ig  l a n d lord . 

Laghari was sent  to  a re l ig ious  seminary fo r s tud ies .  One  
day ,  the  fut u re P res ident  of  S i n d h  H a ri Co m m ittee, 
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Comrade H yd e r  Bakhsh Jato i ,  who as a govern m e nt 
offi c i a l ,v is i ted the sem inary a nd d is t r ibuted food p re pa red 
fo r h i m  a m o ng the  students .  T h is s imp le  a ct i m p ressed 
yo u ng Lag h a ri so much that when Jatoi  jo ined H a ri 
Co m m i ttee,  Lag har i  a lso fo l lowed h i m .  

He w a s  i n s t rumenta l  a long with Co m rade  M i r  M o h a m m e d  
Ta l p u r  a n d  Comrade Chajo Ram i n  mak ing t h e  ra i lway 
str ike of  1946 successful in  S i n d h .  He l a u n ched peasants  
week ly  'Hori Haqdar' fro m M i r p u rkh as, wh ich  later  beca m e  
the  offi c i a l  o rgan  o f  the  Committee .  

When the  part i t ion was seen as  inevitab le, l i ke other  
progress o rga n izat ions, S indh Har i  Comm ittee a lso dec ided  
to enter  few of  i t s  cadres i n  M us l i m  League a n d  Co m ra d e  
Jato i  a n d  Qa z i  F a i z  Mohammed j o ined i t .  S o o n  Jato i  left 
M u s l i m  League but  Qa z i  co nt inued with i t .  

After  s p e n d i n g  s o m e  t ime w i t h  Kas h m i r  'J i had ', Qa z i  ca m e  
back t o  Nawabshah a n d  beca m e  act ive i n  p rotect ing 
H i n d us,  who after  the pa rti t i on  were be ing targeted .  He 
was s u m mo ned by P i r  l l l ah i  Ba khsh, then m i n iste r i n  S i n d h  
cab inet a n d  Ross Masood Co l lector  o f  Nawa bsha h w h o  
warned h i m  to restra i n  h imse l f  fro m protect ing t h e  H i n d u  
com m u n ity, whose majority had  dec ided t o  m ig rate to 
I nd i a .  

After  pa rti t ion, w h e n  agr icu l t u ra l  l a n d  owned b y  the  H i n d u  
com m u n ity w a s  being al lottec;I t o  m igrated peop le  a n d  wa� 
a lso be ing  occup ie d  by the  S i n d h i  l a n d lord s, the peasants 
i n  the  centra l  pa rts of S i n d h  l a u nched a ca m paign fo r the  
a l lotment  of  t h is l and  to the ia nd less peasants .  Soon  t h e i r  
l eader  Qa z i  Fa i z  M o h a m med was_ a rreste d .  

I n  the 71h  peasa nts' confe re nce, he ld  o n  4t h  a n d  5th M a rch 
1 947,  a t  S a r h a ri ,  d i st rict, Nawa bshah, the  s logan o f  Adho 
Adhu Batai (equa l  sha re i n  prod uce)  was a do pted .  

I n  N a wa b s h a h ,  where M a sood Khada rposh was the 
Co l lector, t h e  peasants  started reta i n i n g  the i r  fifty perc e nt 



Peasan t Mo vements 399 

sha re in  pursuance  of  Sarhari Conference d ec i s ion .  With 
the effo rts of M r . To m ki ns, the  Col lector of  d i str ict 
Sa nghar, a j o i n t  co nfe re n ce o f  l a n d lo rd s  a n d  peasa nts was 
conve ned a t  S h a h d a d p u r  o n  1st J u ne ,  1947, pres ided by 
G h u la m  M ustafa Qa z i ,  the Dep uty Co l l ect o r, S h a h d a d p u r . 
Afte r a pro longed d e bate ,  the  p r i n c i pa l of f ifty percent  
share in  produce was agreed and with  the  witness  
s igna t u re by To m ki ns, both pa rt ies s igned an agreement .  
Th is  movement  a lso ga ined  momentum in  Tharparkar  
d istr ict, where a j o i n t  co nfe rence was ca l l ed  o n  161h J u ne, 
1947 i n  M i rpurkhas  a n d  e n d o rsed the p ri n c i p a l of  fi fty  
percent sha re i n  produce .  

Th is  campa ign beca m e  a mass m oveme nt,  wh ich  h e l pe d  
S indh  H a r i  Co m m ittee to infl ue n ce the peasants  in  o t h e r  
d istricts of the  p rov ince .  Conseque nt ly,  the  S i n d h  
Asse mb ly a p po i nted t h e  offi c i a l  Peasa n t  E n q u i ry 
C o m m itt ee o n  3 'd M a rch 1947,  with  S i r  Roger Thomas, a s  
C h a i rm a n  a n d  M a sood K h a d a rposh ,  t h e  Co l lector  
Nawa bsha h a nd Noo rud  D i n  M.  S i d d i q u i ,  the  Manager, 
Encu m bered Estates  a n d  Co u rt of Wards  i n  S i ndh ,  as  
m e m bers .  Agha  Shah i  I CS ( l a ter  Pa k is tan  Fore ign M i n ister)  
and afte rwa rd G o p i  C h a n d  Banwa r i  was a p po i nted as  the  
Secreta ry to  the Co m m ittee .  After  part i t ion ,  i n  Octo b e r  
1947, G h u l a m  R a s o o l  K e h a r, a b ig  l a n d l o rd fro m d istr ict  
La rka na was a p po i nted  a s  the fo u rt h  m e m b e r  to the 
co m m itt ee .  I ts terms o f  refe rt:nce were a s  u n d e r :  1- to 
e xa m ine a l leged gr ieva nces of  peasa n ts, 2 - to rec o m m e n d  
s u c h  measures w h i c h  cou ld  h e l p  i n  i m p rov ing the  l i v ing 
sta nd a rds of peasa nts,  3 - if some r ights of peasa nts were 
pro posed which  e n c ro a c h  the  i nte rests of l a n d l o rds ,  such  
measures be suggested to safegu a rd the  i nte rests of  
l and lords .  

The e n q u i ry co m m ittee cont i n u e d  i ts  d e l i b e rat ions  t i l l  
J a n uary 1948, a nd i t s  m ajo rity re port w a s  p u b l i shed  i n  late 
1948,  whi le  the note o f  d issent by Masood K hada rposh 
was p u b l i shed i n  1949.  
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The S i n d h  H a ri Co m m ittee prepa red a d raft of law 
rega rd ing the tenancy r ights and mobi l ized the pub l i c  
op in ion  fo r i t .  On  SHC  a p pea l , a Day  agai nst Fe uda l ism and  
Zamind a ri was  co mme morated on  1 5th January 1950. 

S i n d h  H a ri Co mm ittee held its th ree-day n i nth  a n n u a l  
conference from 3rd to 5th Ma rch 1950, in Dadu,  which was 
ina ugurated by p rogressive peasant act ivist fro m Punjab,  
Feroz Din  Ma nsoor.  The confere n ce was inaugurated with  
the  a nthem,  ' Yeh Jang Hai Jang-i-Azadi, Azadi Ke Parcham 
Tale' (Th is  is the war of the inde pende nce, u n d e r  the  flag 
of  the  independe nce ) by Ma khdoom Mohi  ud Din a n d  
M o lvi  Shahdadkot i 's  'So ng of Peasa nts' . On  first day  a 
recept ion comm ittee u n d e r  its Chairman Al i  Ahmed 
Qu resh i  a n d  Ta{ Sah rai ,  Noor  Moham med Ansa ri ,  
Moha mmed Musa a n d  M o h a mmed Bakhsh as  m e m b e rs 
was fo rmed . To e l ect office beare rs a n  e lect ion 
commiss ion under  G .  M.  Syed was fo rme d .  On the second 
day  of the confe re n ce a l l  office bearers were e lected 
u n a n i m o usly as, Comrade  Hyder  Bakhsh Jatoi  ( P resid e nt ) , 
!tbd u l  Qa d i r  (Gen era l  Secreta ry) ,  Mo lvi Naz i r  H ussain Jato i  
a n d  Shams ud D i n  Shah  (Vice P res ide nts),  G h u l a m  
M o hammed Lagha ri a n d  Abdu l  K1a l ique Azad ( Jo int  
Secretar ies ) ,  Molv i  Moha m m ed Maaz (Treasurer ) .  The 
wo rk ing  committee com pr ised two membe rs from each 
d ist r ict of the p rovi nce .  Stude nts' de legation fro m Karach i ,  
l ed  by Nocr  Din Sark i  a lso atte nded the co nference a n d  
d istr ib uted a n d  so ld  Socia l ist  l i terature .  On  t h e  last d a y  a 
p u b l i c · meet ing was o rgan ized at the  M u nic ipa l . Park 
G ro u n d .  

The confe re nce passed m a ny reso luti o ns, i nc l !Jd i ng, 1 -
Za m i nd a r i a n d  fe uda l ism s h o u l d  b e  a bo l ished,  a s  s ince long 
ru le rs of Pak ista n a n d  S indh had been ra is ing c la ims  and 
s loga ns  of abo l i sh ing the  fe uda l i sm but  noth ing had been  
done  i n  re a l i ty, so  S H C  d e m a n d e d its a bo l it ion  wi thout  a ny 
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compensati o n .  2 - S H C, the representat ive of  th ree m i l l i on  
peasa nts o f  S indh ,  condemned  t h e  a rrest  of  i t s  l e a d e rs 
Molvi N a z i r  H ussa in  a n d  Abd u l  Wa h i d  Soo m ro u n d e r  t h e  
b lack  l a w  o f  S i n d h  Safety Act.  I t  d e m a n d e d  i m m e d ia te  
re lease o r  tra i l  i n  open  court of  a rrested l e a d e rs .  3-
Confe re n ce d e m a n d e d  a new d e mocrat ic  const itut ion ,  
which shou ld  g u a ra ntee the  p rovinc i a l  a ut o n o m y  and  a d u lt 
fra nch ised vote,  u n d e r  which peasants  a n d  g e n e ra l  masses 
o f  S indh could e lect the ir  re p rese n ta t ives, who h a d  n o  
confi d ence o n  t he cu rrent e l ected  l e a d e rs h i p .  4- The 
resolut ion o n  in ternat iona l  po l i t i ca l  s i tuat ion ,  dec la re d  
U S A  a n d  its a l l ie s  a s  t h e  internat io n a l  i m pe r ia l ist  fo rces, 
who for the cont i n uat ion  of  t h e i r  exp lo i tat ion  were 
creat ing atmo s ph e re for  the  T h i rd Wor ld  W a r, whi le  i n  
the i r  o p posit io n ,  t h e  fre ed  a n d  peace- lov ing  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
world u n d e r  t h e  l eaders h i p  o f  Soviet  U n io n  a n d  P R  C h i n a  
were st rugg l i ng  fo r a bett e r worl d .  5- t h e  confe re nce 
d e m a n d e d  t h e  cance l l a t ion  o f  a l l  b l a c k  laws l i ke S i n d h  
Safety Act a n d  Pa kista n Safe ty A c t  a n d  a s k e d  a l l  
progressive p o l i t i ca l  p a rt ies  a nd o rga n i za t ions  o f  work ing 
c l asses to fo rm t h e  'Civi l - L i berty  O rg a n i za ti o ns' . 6-
Co m m ittee cond e m ne d  the  m aj o r ity a tt i tude  o f  S i n d h  
Asse m b ly's Se lect  Comm ittee o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  Te na ncy Act 
and d e m a n d e d  that a l l peasa nts s h o u l d  be  a l lotted 
uncond i ti o n a l  p e rm a n e n t  r ights ,  7- C o n fe re nce c o n d e m n e d  
the  forced d isp l acement, registra t i o n  o f  fa lse cases a n d  
other  acts  aga inst t h e  peasants  a l l  ove r S i n d h ,  8 - S i n d h  
H a ri Comm ittee sent  a b rothe rly m e ssage t o  t h e  peasa n ts,  
wo rke rs, c le rks a n d  wr i ters of  P u nja b, F ro n t i e r, E a st Benga l 
and  Ka ra c h i, who in  t h e i r  respect ive a re a s  we re fac ing the  
suppress ion and  v io le nce u n leashed  by the  fe u d a l  lo rds  
and  the  gove r n m e n t  and  d e m a n de d  re lease  o f  a l l  l e a d e rs 
a n d  worke rs es pec ia l l y  Sobho  G i a n c h a n d a n i ,  S h a ra f  A l i  a n d  
I b ra h im J a le es, 9 - C o m m ittee d e m a n d e d  t h e  l i ft o f  b a n  o n  
P rogressive Writers Assoc ia ti o n ,  10- T h e  co n fe re nce sent  a 
message of t r i b u te to the  work ing p e o p l e  of I nd ia ,  
especia l ly  o f  Te la nga na ,  peasants  o fB e nga l, wo rkers a n d  
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po l i t i ca l  d eta i n ees, who had  i n it i a ted  t h e i r  revo l u t i o n a ry 
struggle fo r l and ,  jobs a n d  S o c i a l i s m  a nd agai nst t h e  fascist  
gove rnment  of N e h ru a nd Patel 's  b u l lets and a rrests.  The 
peasants of S i n d h  we re sad o n  the  ca p ita l p u n i s h m e n t  to 
over  100 peop les' lea d e rs of  Te l anga na and  k i l l i ng  of  m a ny 
worke rs a n d  demanded  the  ca nce l la t ion  of t h e i r  
sente nces,  1 1- SHC asked Gove rn m e n t  of  Pa k ist a n  t o  
i.m m e d iate ly recog n ize  t h e  V ietnamese p e o p le s' 
gove rnment  u n d e r  H o  Ch i  M i n h ,  1 2 - Committee strongly 
condemned the Pak istan gove r n m e n t  fo r g iv ing a id o f  
rupees seventy m i l l ion to the  react ionary gove r n m e n t  o f  
B u r m a  to s u p p ress the fre e d o m  move ment a nd t o  a l low 
the  Br i t i sh  government  to rec r u it the pol ice fro m P u nja b, 
13- the co nfere nce d e m a n d e d  a ra ise in  the  sa la r ies  of 
j u n i o r  gove rnment  offi c i a l s  a nd re d uct ion in  sa la r ies  of  
h igher  offi c ia ls ,  14- conference  cons idered that  as  the  
M us l i m  League had a lso pr inc ipa l l y  agreed to a bo l ish 
fe uda l ism,  so the gove r n m e nt land sho u ld not be so ld  to 
a ny l a n d lord a nd i t  sho u ld be a l lotted to  the  peasa nts and 
refugee fa rmers, 15- the co nfe rence regretted that a letter 
by Co m rade Hyd e r  Bakhsh J a to i ,  a d d ressed to Sett l e m ent 
M in iste r was yet to be responded  a nd dema nded that  the 
land left by H i nd us s h o u l d  b e  d is t r ibuted o n  t h e  e q u a l  
bas is  a m ong the re a l  peasa nts  a n d  the  refugee fa rmers 
and  occupat ion  by the  l a n d l o rd s  s h o u l d  be vacated,  i n  
other  reso lut ions  co nfe rence a n n o u nced to esta b l i sh  a n  
orga n izat io n a l  fund a nd fo rmat ion  of  a sub-co m mittee to 
p re pa re a new const i tut ion .  

The  ava i l ab le  record sh ows that  t h e  working c o m m ittee 
meeti ng of  SHC held in  Hyderabad  o n  l 11h J u ne 1950, had  a 
heated de bate on the  com p l a i nts by a centra l  l eader  M o lv i  
Naz i r  H ussa i n, who was b i t ter  w i th  t h e  Comm ittee fo r not  
p u rs u i ng case after  h i s  a rrest . H e  boycotted the  eve n i ng 
sess ion of the  meet ing ,  d u r ing  wh ich  Committee o n ce 
aga i n  dec la red that it had n o  con nect ion with t h e  
Co m m u nist  Party and  a l l  th ose who agree with t h e  a i m s  
a n d  o bject ives of  the  Co m m ittee can  become i t s  m e m be rs.  
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Mo/vi Nazir Hussain 'Jalali' Jatoi was born  in J u ly 1 903 
in  a re l ig ious fa m ily a n d  was sent to a re l ig ious  seminary 
for educat ion .  Dur ing h i s  teenage, he p a rt ic ipated in the 
Khilafat movement a n d  later jo ined I n d i a n  Nat iona l  
Congress. H e  was  pa rt of S indh  peasa nts' d e legatio n ,  
which h e l d  ta l ks with Subash Cha n d ra Bose at  La rka na in  
1938 .  H e  played a major ro le  i n  the m ove ment  fo r ha l f  
share, i n itiated  o n  s•h January 1 947 a n d  was a rrested .  I n  
pr ison, h e  sta rted writing  poetry with t h e  pen  n a m e  o f  
Ja/ali. H i s  poetry beca me anthems for the  peasants  a nd 
pol it ical  workers of S indh .  This Social ist worker d ied  o n  
23 'd May 1 974 a t  t h e  age o f  7 1 .  

S indh Har i  Comm ittee working com m ittee meet ing he ld  i n  
Sa n n  o n  201h August, a lso faced a n  issue u n d e r  d e bate that  
whether it was a pol it ica l  pa rty o r  not? By a major ity 
decis ion it was d ec lare d  that  it can  take part  in the  po l it ics 
of  S indh  and a lthough it be l ieves in the revo lut io n a ry 
methods to change the  current e co n o m ic syste m  but  
cons ider ing the c u rre nt situat ion,  to p resent  its case  a n d  
counter  t h e  reaction a ry c lasses, i t  ca n p a rt ic ipate i n  t h e  
coming e lect ions of S indh  Assem bly a nd dec ided to fo rm 
its par l iamentary b oa rd a nd an e lectio n  fu n d  com m itte e .  
T h e  meet ing a lso dec ided t o  form a p u bl icat ions 
com m ittee to prepare e ight  booklets  on d iffe re nt 
peasa n t ry related issues .  I n  a resol ut ion,  i t  c o n d e m n e d  the 
Ame rica n i ntervent ion i n  the Korea n c iv i l  war  and asked 
the government  of  Pak istan  to p lay a n e utra l ro le  i n  the 
confl ict .  

For the S indh  Assembly  e lections  held in Se pte m b e r  1950, 
S indh  Har i  Com m ittee nom inated its Centra l  P res ident  
Comrade Hyd e r  Bakhsh Jato i  fo r a seat  ly ing  i.1 the Dad u 
d istrict.  He was pitched aga inst the  ru l ing  M u s l i m  League 
ca n d idate . For  the e lect ion cam paign,  peasa nt  workers 
from a l love r S indh, i nc lud ing Molvi Naz i r  H ussa in  Jato i ,  
Az iz  U l lah  J a rwa r and Comrade G h u la m  rv1 ohammed 
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Lagha ri reached Dadu,  where the centra l  office was 
e sta bl ished in the law office of Al i  Ah�ed Qu resh i  
advocate, a member  of the Com mittee. The offici a l  
candidate was the b rother-in- law o f  the sitting Chief 
M inister Moham med Ayub K h u hro, so he sent S indh i  
nat iona l ist  and o pposition leader  G .  M .  Syed to  pursue  t h e  
withd rawa l o f  t h e  Committee candidate b u t  fa i led to d o  
s o .  On the  eve of t h e  s u b m ission of t h e  nom ination papers, 
Co m ra d e  Jatoi  was picked-up  by the po l ice and h is  papers 
were rejected by the  Returning Officer, so the offici a l  
cand idate w a s  declared e lected u n-opposed . 

Soon after  e lecti ons, a meeti ng of 30 a ctive mem bers from 
a l l  over the Sind h was convened on  1 51h October, which 
a lso witnessed heated  d e bate a nd few of the partici pants  
accused some leaders fo r tak ing  more interest in beco m ing 
assembly mem bers rather  than working for the betterme nt 
of peasants .  The t ra d it ional  wea knesses with in the left ist  
movements of fractiona l izat ion, lesser sense of 
responsib i l ity i n  the leaders h i p  a nd issua nce of p ress  
state ment aga inst each  other  were a lso attributed to the  
leadership in th i s  meeting.  

Same th ing happened next year, when in the 1 9 5 1  bye
e lection of the Qa mbar-Shahdadkot constitue ncy, 
government-s u p po rted candidate a nd a local feuda l  lord 
was d ec lare d  victoriou s  against Comrade Jatoi, a lthough 
the victorious candidate  was under  age at  the t ime of  
po l l ing .  The fe uda l  lord s  attacked peasa nt workers with 
h u nting d ogs d u ring th is  campaign.  

I n  195 1-52,  a nnua l  peasa nts' confe re nce was convened in  
Sakrand a n d  with  the  efforts of G .  M .  Syed, many peasant 
workers inc lud ing M olvi Naz ir  H ussain, Shams ud  Din Shah, 
Al i  Ahmed Qureshi, M olvi Aziz U l lah ,  Comrade Abdul  Qad i r, 
Raees Broh i  a n d  others gathere d  for the confer�nce. 

As Comra d e  Hyde r  Bakhsh Jatoi was in  prison, so G. M .  
Syed wa nted Comrade Abdu l  Qad i r  to be e lected a s  
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president, which was o pposed by many sen ior  m e m bers of 
Sind h Hari Com mittee and the SHC spl it  i n  two factions .  
Sometime later, with  the efforts by M ia n  l ft ikhar  ud  D in ,  
once aga in  SHC became u nited and  a peasant  confe re nce 
was convened i n  Ta ndo  Jam nea r Hydera bad,  which 
e lected Comrade Jato i  a s  pres ident and G h u la m Hussa in  
Soomro as Genera l  Secretary. 

During the same time, the Governor S indh  Deen  
Moham med, who  was  in  the  fu l l  a d m i n istrat ive contro l, 
met a de legation of  SHC a n d  pro m ised to formulate a 
peasa nt friendly Tena ncy Act. Accord i ng to few h istoria n s, 
that was d ue to the internal  rift within the  ru l ing c lasses of  
the Pa kistan and  one  gro u p  exploited peasa nts of  S indh  for 
agitation aga inst the  othe r  group .  

On 71h August 1 955, a m eeti ng to form a u n ited fron t  
against the One-Un it was convened; S i n d h  H a ri Com m ittee 
leadersh ipa lso attended  the meeting. This was the fi rst 
a l l ia nce, jo ined by the Comm ittee, which h a d  not inc luded 
any peasa ntry demand.  The i m posit ion of  the  One-U n it 
changed the o rientation of S indh  Hari Com m ittee fro m a 
class based organ isat ion to a 'nationa l i st' one .  

The  agricultural  l ands  under  the S indh  ba rrages were 
p lace d  i n  the hands of a rmy and  civi l i an  officers (with a 
vast majority ofP u nj a bi backgrou n d )  a n d  regu lar  
co lonization office rs were a p po inted i n  every d istrict of  
Sin d h .  

To resist t h i s  economic a n d  a d m i nistra tive o ns l a ught, S�C 
o rga n ized a p u bl ic  m e et ing i n  Lundo near N awabsha h, 
cha i red  by Mau lana Bhashan i  and a lso atten d e d  by many 
a ssembly mem bers from Benga l .  

Few days later, Qa zi  Fa iz  Moham med sta rted fast-to-death 
in  Nawa bshah, which was b roken after  a week, when 
senior peasa nt leaders h i p  decided to for m u late some 
other strategies.  
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O n  the suggest i o n  of Qaz i ,  a c iv i l  d isobed ience move m e n t  
w a s  a n n o u nced, e n d o rsed by NAP a n d  G .  M .  Syed's S i n d h i  
nat iona l ist  g r o u p  a nd s e n i o r  Co m ra d e s  inc iud ing  S o b o  
G ia nchanda n i, J a m a l  ud D in  Bukhari a nd others .  F e w  days 
later, d iffe re nces e m e rged as  the SHC d ec ided not  to take 
part i n  the  moveme nt .  

Neverthe less, the  'c iv i l  d isobed ience '  movement  was 
l aunched through the  Chevrolet  motorc a r o f  Qazi, which 
beca me fa mous as  'peasa n ts' motorc a r' .  D ur ing th is  t ime,  
the  a l lotment  o rd e rs o f  o n e  o f  a fem a l e  peasa n t  i n  
M a h ra b p u r  near  Nawabshah were ca ncel led a nd s h e  was  
o rd e red to be fo rcefu l ly  evicted with the  support o f  loca l  
a d m i n istrat i o n .  The d i sobed ient  worke rs dec ided  t o  
esta b l i sh  the i r  fi rst ca m p  o n  h e r  l a. nd .  T h e  d ist ri ct 
a d m i n istrat ion  took a ct ion aga i nst t h e  protest ing peasants  
a n d  a rrested 1 1 1  peasa nts; most o f  them were  owners of  
the  a l l otted l a n d ,  loca l ly ca l led  'allottee peasants'. Bes ide  
d i ffe rent sente nces, these a rrested peasa nts  were  f ined  by 
the courts and  as  they had dec ided not  t o  pay t h e  f ine,  so  
poss ib i l ity of  the a uct ion of  the i r  cat t le  e m e rged .  To  stop 
t h is eventua l i ty, worke rs decided to in tens i fy the i r struggle 
and  a n n o u nced to ho ld  a demonst rat ion  of one  thousa nd 
peasants .  On the  spec ified day, over  th re e  h u n d re d  
peasa nts gathered,  t h i s  n u m be r  frustra ted  the  peasant  
workers, who  ca l l ed  back  the i r  c i v i l  diso bedie n ce campaign 
and  got  re lease of  a rrested peasants  t h ro ugh a pp l icat ions  
to the Deputy C o m m iss io ner. 

I n  its working co m m itt ee meeti ng, o n  141h Nove m be r  1955,  
he ld i n  Hydera bad ,  S i n d h  Har i  Comm ittee reviewed the 
s ituat ion of  S i n d h  and i ts  peasa n ts a nd regretted that  
whi le  the l a�d s  h a d  been reserved for the  m i l i ta ry o fficia ls  
and  the pr ivate corpora t io ns,  noth ing had been done  for 
the peasa nts.  

In the a n n u a l  confe re n ce o f  the S i n d h  H a ri Comm ittee, 
held in Hydera b a d  in December1955,  i n  a reso lution it  was 
stated that ,  'protect io n of  tena n cy r ights should be 
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guaranteed to a l l  peasa nts, Batai  ( sha r ing of  crops)  system 
shou ld  be re p la ced by a fa i r  cash renta l  system a n d  t i l l  i t  is 
be ing  a bo l ished ,  the peasa nts'  sha re s h o u i d  be e n ha nced 
to 60 perce nt  o f  the gross pro d u ce ,  a l l  forms of free or  
fo rced labor  taken  fro m the  p easa nts  by the  l a n d lords  
m u st be stopped  a n d  a n  effect ive Te na ncy Law m ust be  
passed i m m e d iate ly ' .  

I n  1958,  the  peasa nts d ec ided t o  re- i n i t iate t h e i r  strugg le  
o n  t h e  issue of  the  a l lo tment  of  l a n d .  Afte r a n  a ct ive 
cam pa ign  through s m a l l  meet i ngs in v i l lages,  posters,  
n ewspa per  advert ise m e nts, p ress stateme nts and p ress 
conferences, t h o u s a n d s  of  peasa nts  m a rched  fro m 
N awabshah to K a ra c h i, where a ca m p  fo r each  d i st rict  was  
e re�ted a nd a p u b l ic m eet ing  was o rga n ized i n  
J a ha ng i rPark .  O n e  o f  t h e  l eaders o f  t h is peasa nt  ra l ly was  a 
fem a le a ct iv ist M a i  H a s i l  of v i l lage Saeed K h a n  Lagha r i ,  
who was r itj ing a n  a uto r ickshaw p u l le d  by the peasants . 

A peasa nts'  gro u p, l ed  by R a m z a n  She i kh  presented the  
peasa nt  a nthems .  The p u b l ic meet ing  was c h a i re d  by  
S h e i k h  Abd u l  Majeed  S i ndh i  a n d  a d d ressed by  m a ny 
p o l i t i ca l ,  t rade u n io n  a nd peasa n t  lead ers .  Next  d a y, a 
peasa n ts'  d e l egat ion ,  co m p rised o n  S h e i k h  Abd u l  M ajeed  
S i n d h i, M a h mood u l  Haque  U s m a n i ,  Co m rade  A b d u l  Qa d i r  
a n d  Qa z i  Fa iz M o h a m med met  with t h e  the n P res id e n t  o f  
Pa kista n,  l s i k a n d a r  M i rza,  who t o l d  the  d e l egat ion  that  he  
was i n  s u p po rt fo r the  Te n a n cy Laws but  the  l a n d l o rd 
S i n d h i  assemb ly  m e m b ers were o p posed to t h ose .  H e  
advised t h e  peasa nt l eaders h i p  t hat  they wou ld  have t o  
shed t h e i r  b lood  for t h e  ach ieve m e n t  o f  t h e i r  r ig hts . I n  a 
fo l low u p  o f  th is ,  a n other  meet ing  h e l d  between peasan ts' 
d e l ega t i o n  a nd P ri m e  M i n is ter  Feroz K h a n  Noon  a n d  
Reha b i l i tat ion  m i n ister .  T h e  a tmo sp here of  t h i s  meet ing  
bo i led  u p  when  Noon showed h i s  d isp leasu re o n  peasa nts'  
meeting with P resid ent  a nd r id i cu led  them by say ing that  
when  t he H indu  were owners of  t h.e agr ic u l t u ra l  l a n d ,  they 
d i d  not  p rotested but  now th�y we re p rotest ing aga i n st 



408 People's Mo vemen t in Pakis tan 

t h e  M usl i m  l a n d l o rd s .This a ntagon ized the peasa nt  
leaders .  Soon G e n e ra l  Ayub Khan  i m posed M a rt i a l  Law i n  
t h e  country a n d  peasa nts' move m e n t  s u bs ided fo r t h e  
t ime be ing .  

I n  the  fi rst week o f  1965 ,  a t wo-d ay d iv is io n a l  co nference 
was o rgan ized i n  v i l lage M a d i h i ,  d ist r ict  S u k k u r, by the  
S i n d h  Har i  C o m m ittee c h a i re d  by M o lv i  Nazeer  H ussa i n .  
This  co nfe rence was a t tended  b y  t h e  left worke rs fro m 
whole  country i nc lud ing  Major  l shaq ue,  Co m ra d e  G h u la m  
M o h a m m ed Lagha ri, A la mzeb Zafa r, Qa z i  Fa i z  Moha m m ed,  
Syed Baq a r  Shah, Co m ra d e  Az izu l l a h, B a rkat  A l i  Azad a n d  
others .  

Cha m ba rh town of Hyderabad d istr ic t  a nd i ts  v i c in i ty  was 
i n  lead  of t h is new phase o f  peasa nt  awa k e n ing, where 
a fter  open ing the  u n i t  o f  SHC, loca l a ct iv ist  Co m ra d e  
Usman  Laghari o rga n ized a p u b l ic meet ing, a d d ressed by 
C o m rade  G h u l a m  M o h a m med Laghar i  and SHC centra l  
p res ident  Comra d e  H yd e r  Bakhsh  Ja to i .  I n  th i s  p u b l i c  
meet ing, a yo u ng i l l i te ra te boy  Ah m ed Khan  Lag h a ri sa ng a 
peasa nt a n them,  wh ich  was l iked by Co m rade  Jato i  a n d  o n  
h is a dvice d ifferent  co m ra d es not o n l y  gave h i m  fo r m a l  
e d ucat ion b u t  t a u g h t  h i m  po l it i ca l  ideo logy especia l ly 
M a rx ism.  I n  com ing years, Co m ra d e  A h me d  Lag h a ri not  
o n ly beca me the  centra l  office bearer  o f  SHC  b u t  he  wa s 
consi d e red one of t h e  m ost learned Ma rxist  in w h o l e  
country.  T h e  v i l lage fl o u r  m i l l  o w n e d  by Usman  Laghar i  
beca me the center  o f  the peasa nt  a ct iv i t ies  in  the a rea . 

The v i l lage M o h a m m e d  Khan  Zaur  beca me center  of the  
C h a m ba rh peasa nt  m ovement ,  where i n  t h e  co nfrontat ion  
between peasa nts and l a n d l o rds,  the  loca l  a d m i n istra t ion  
s ided wi th  the  l a n d lo rd s .  

I n  1 9 6 7 ,  loca l SHC  l e a d e rs came to t h e  conc l us ion that  t i l l  
the peasants a re not  f u l l y  a wa kened of  t h e i r  r ights u n d e r  
S indh  Te na ncy Act, t h e  la nd lo rds wo u l d  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  
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exp lo ita t i o n .  To ach ieve th i s  goa l ,  they not o n ly cond ucted 
meet i ngs b u t  sta rted a theatre g ro u p  in  v i l l age Dad J a rwa r, 
where peasa nts  p e rformed thea tre based on t h e i r  i ssues .  A 
school  teacher  G h u l a m  Qad i r  p l ayed  a n  i m p o rta n t  ro l e  i n  
the fo rmat ion  o f  t h is i m m a t u re theatre gro u p .  
Conse q u e nt ly, v i l lage rs o f  t h re e  v i l lages s u b m itted a n  
a pp l icat ion  aga inst a loca l  l a n d lo rd u n d e r  t h e  Act a n d  
twice d e legati o n  o f  over 2 00 peasa nts  met  with  D e p u t y  
Co m m iss io ner. S o m e t i m e  later, tens ion  e ru pted a s  a loca l 
l a n d lord a fter  a d ispute  o n  fin a nc ia l  m atter,  with o u t  
consu l t ing  h i s  peasa nts, as  req u ired b y  l aw, leased  h i s  l a n d  
t o  a fe l low l a n d lo rd ,  w h o  o n  tak i ng  possess i o n  o f  l a n d  
evicted t h e  o lder  peasa n ts, w h o  were work ing o n  t h is l a n d  
s i nce long .  The peasants  refu s e d  t o  leave the fie l d s, o n  t h i s  
a rm e d  goons  o f  t h e  l a n d lord t o o k  so m e  peasa nts  a n d  t h e i r  
ca ttle i n to ca pt ivity. Peasants  registe red a case agai nst  t h e  
sa id  l a n d l o rd b u t  the  loca l  p o l i ce t o o k  n o  act io n .  O n  t h a t  
h u n d re d s  o f  peasa n ts ca rry ing  t h e i r  sticks a n d  o t h e r  t h i ng s  
cord o n-o ff the  l a n d lord 's  p lace .  O n  the  i nte rve nt ion  o f  
s e n i o r  peasa n t  l eaders, t a l ks w e re ca rr ied o u t  a n d  a fte r 
p ro long  n egotiat ions  the  ca pt ivated peasa nts  were set  
free .  Few d ays a fter  th i s  sett l e m e nt,  the  l a n d lo rd 
registered a case agai nst peasants  for rowd i ness  a n d  
attack o n  h i s  p ro pe rty. The peasants  fi l ed  c o u nter  case a n d  
met  with  loca l  Magistrate .  After  m a ny hear ings,  b o t h  
part ies  w i thdrew t he i r  cases .  

Seco n d  i n c ident  occu rred i n  v i l l age  M o h a m m ed K h a n  Za u r, 
where po l i ce d ec ided to ta ke act ion  aga i nst the  a ct ive 
peasa n t  l eaders and cord o ned-off the  v i l lage . . As t h i s  
i n format ion  rea ched t o  loca l res ide nts, they c losed-down 
the who le  a rea,  i nc l u d ing  resta u ra nts a nd shops .  To  
d e p rive p o l ice a nd a d m i n ist rat i o n  of  the  fa c i l i t ies ,  they  
a lso e m pt ied  water-pots .  U lt i m a te ly, p o l ice backed-off 
a fter  a rrest i ng just o n e  worke r. 

Th i rd major  i nc ident happened  i n  C h a m barh  town,  where a 
loca l l a n d lo rd registered a case a g a i n st h i s  peasa nts .  To 
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review the s i tuat ion,  a meet ing of S i n d h  H a ri C o m m ittee 
was convened . Dur ing  the meet ing,  peasants got 
i n fo rmat ion  that the concern  i a n d lord was in  town, so they 
rushed and b rought h im to po l ice stat ion ,  where the Ho use 
Stat ion  Office (SHO)  who was s u p po rt i ng the l a n d l o rd ,  
escaped b y  jump ing ove r t h e  wa l l .  T h e  rest o f  t h e  po l ice 
staff su rrendere d  t h e m se lves to the peasa nts, who 
fa stened the land lord by a rope to an outer wa l l  of pol ice 
stat ion,  so everyone cou ld  see h i m .  The local  peasa n t  
l eaders a s k e d  t h e  ava i l a b l e  po l ice officia l to confess to t h e  
a t rocit ies t hey ca rriedout  aga inst  peasa nts . T h e  offici a l  
c l i m bed o n  a t a b l e  a n d  a p o logized fo r the behav ior  aga inst  
peasants .  

The loca l ce l l  of the C o m m u n ist Pa rty dec ided to m ove one 
step forward a nd pun ish  the offic ia l s  a n d  l a n d lords .  The  
recent successes had g iven co nfid e nce to the peasants  a nd 
t hey esta b l ished a 'Peasant  Cou rt' i n  the  M u n ic ipa l  Town 
Com m ittee office a nd t h e  peasa nt  a ctivists beca me judges, 
with Comrade Ahmed K h a n  Laghar i ,  head of  the pena l  of 
j u dges.  O n  rece iv ing a p p l icat io n from peasa nts agai nst 
l a n d lo rd s, notices fo r a p peara nce we re issued to t h e m  
t h rough gove rnment reve n u e  offic ia l ,  served b y  the  po l i ce .  

Th i s  movement  beca m e  stronger day  by day as  in  those 
d a ys the who le  country was  m o bi l i zed aga i nst G e n e ra l  
Ayu b  Khan 's  d ictators h i p .  Afte r the  i nsta l lat ion of  t h e  new 
government of  G e n e ra l  Ya hya, po l ice re newed its 
t rad i t iona l  behavior  a nd after register ing cases aga i nst the 
a ctive peasa nt  workers,  c lashed with them- at  many p laces .  
D u ring  these c lashes  S i n d h  H a ri Co m m ittee m e m b e r  
Comrade  G a i c h a n i  was  m a rtyred a nd e ighteen others were 
i nj u re d .  

Du ring t h e  G e nera l  Ya hya's M a rt ia l  Law, cases we re 
registe red agai nst a ct ive peasant  workers a n d  after m a ny 
ra ids, twe nty two of t h e m  were a rrested and  p roduced 
befo re a M i l i tary Cou rt, where l and lord s, po l ice a n d  
reven u e  offic ia ls  witnessed aga inst  t h e m .  A l l  o f  these 
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activists were sentencedto o n e  yea r  i m priso nment  a n d  ten 
lashes each.  They were kept a t  H yd e rabad Centra l  Ja i l , 
where sentence of ias hes was ca rried o u t .  They were 
re leased aft e r  the d ismissal  of Ya hya government in  1972 .  
The  peasant leaders were bought from Hyderabad in  a b ig 
ra l ly  a n d  everywhere they we re given a warm reception .  

D u ring 1968, a Punjab  based left ist  g ro u p  l e d  b y  C .  R .  
As lam, o n c e  a g a i n  tr ied t o  o rgan ize the West Pakis tan 
Kissan Committee in  the peasants o f  S indh  a n d  formed i t s  
p rovi nc ia l  body, which ca rried o ut tours of  d iffe re nt  
d istricts but  a l l  those efforts were fru it less, as  on  one  hand 
S H C  had  i t s  so l id  grounds  in S indh  and  o n  the other  h a nd 
the  Kissan Com m ittee under  the i nfluence of its P u nja b 
based lea ders h i p, was not ready to take stand o n  S ind h 
based issues, which it cons idere d  a s  na rrow S indh i  
natio na l i sm.  

In  ea rly 1 970, a s  the date for the d isso lution  of  One- U n it 
and  the  esta b l i shment  of S in d h  p rovince a p p roached 
neare r, the  admi nistration started d i s pos ing state lands i n  
S indh ,  t h rough a uct ions or  grants t o  retired m i l i ta ry 
office rs a nd others .  The loca l peasants  were d is lodged 
fro m these lands  which were a l lotted most ly to the peop le  
of  Punjab  and  NWFP.  An Action Co m m ittee to stop 
a uct ions and postponement of  recoveries was formed 
under a p ro-Ch ina  Socia l ist  Fazi l Rahu.  Peasa nts and their  
sym path izer  stude nts started h u nge r str ike o n  141h M a rch ,  
1970, and  in  t hree days 19 persons,  inc lud ing fem a l e  
activists were a rrested i n  Hyd e ra b a d .  One  of t h e  fem a l e  
activists of th i s  move ment, Akhter Ba loch wrote her  p riso n 
da iry i n  S ind hi ,  later trans lated into m a ny languages .  

After the reve rsa l of One-U nit, S indh Har i  Comm ittee o nce 
again d iverted its energies towa rds the peasa nts' issues 
and decided to convene a peasant confe re nce in  late May 
1 970 but due t o  the d eath of its  P resident Comrade H yd e r  
B a k h s h  Jatoi  o n  2 1'1 May, 1970, t h e  confe rence was 
postponed.  After  the unt imely death  of Jatoi,  Comm ittee 



412 People's Movement i n  Pakistan 

came u n d e r  t he control  of Kaz i  Fa i z  M o h a m med a n d  some 
other  S indh i  nat iona l ist wo rkers.  The  Com m u f'l ists, who  
had  fo rmed the  Mozdoor, Kisson Awomi Rabito Committee, 
wa nted to i n d uct J a m  Saq i, t i l l  t hen  a s tudents' leader, i n  
p lace of  Jato i .  A S i n d h  H a ri Act ion  Com m ittee w a s  formed 
and a conference was convened o n  2 2"d J u ne, a t  Sakra n d  
d istr ict Nawa bsha h .  This h istorica l confe re nce c h a i re d  b y  
freedom fighter  aga inst  t h e  B ri t ish E m p i re S h e i kh Abdu l  
M ajeed S i n d h i .  

F o r  t h i s  co n fe rence workers of  N a t i o n a l  Awam i  Pa rty, 
Karach i  started t he i r  journey on foo t  from Ka rach i  a nd 
passing t h ro ughThatta, Sujawa l, H yd e ra bad,  Mat i a ri ,  H a la 
a n d  Saeeda bad ,  reached Sa kra n d  a fter  cove ring 234 
k i lom eters.  A l l  the  way, peasa nts i n  l a rge  n u m be r  jo ined  
t h is so l ida rity m a rc h .  

At the confe rence,  as  the Com m u n ists attem pted to form 
a n  Orga n i z ing  Com m ittee, G h u l a m  H ussa i n  Soomro,  the  
Genera i Secretary of  S i n d h  Har i  Com m ittee d e m a nded 
sett ing -bf a n  act ion co m m ittee instead of o rga n iz ing 
co m m ittee .  This  led  to a p a n d e m o n i u m  at the  con ference 
a n d  the p roceed ing re m a ined d istu rbed fo r somet ime .  
F ina l ly, Comrade G h u la m  M o h a m med Lagha ri, P res ident  of  
NAP S i n d h  and a sen ior  peasa n t  worker i nterve ned and 
a n no u n ce d  a n  act ion c o m m ittee co n sist ing o f  h i mse l f, 
G h u l a m  H ussa in  Soom ro, J a m  Sa q i, Syed Rasheed A h me d  
a nd Ba rkat A l i  Azad .  

I n  h i s  pres ident ia l  speech  She ikh  Abdu l  M ajeed S i n d h i  
stated t h a t  ' th is  re p resentat ive co nfere nce of  a l l  peasants  
is not  m e re ly  o pposed to any one  gove rn ment  or  the  ru ler  
but  it  was aga i nst the  bruta l  po l ic ies  a nd contro l  o f  
la nd lords . '  

The issue in  d ispute d u ring  the  co nference was t o  get ho ld  
over the  S indh  Har i  Co m m ittee by the  Co m m un ist Party .  By 
the t ime, the C o m m ittee had been funct io n i ng as  a n  
u ndec lared u n ited p latfo rm of p rogressive, nat iona l ists 
a nd Co m m u n ists a n d  Hyder  B a k hs h  J ato i  h a d  a cted as a 
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sym bo l  o f  u n ificat ion a mo ng those fact ions butafter h is  
death,  the  Co m m un ists fa i led  to keep  the  a l l i ance in tact  
a n d  t ried to captu re the  Com m ittee, which wa s o pposed  
by G .  M .  Syed,  u p  to extent  t h at h e  he ld  a p u b l i c  meet ing  
i n  M o ro,  not  fa r away fro m Sakra nd o n  the  sa m e  day .  The  
nat iona l ist  sect ion  o f  i nte l l igents ia bel ieves that  t h e  show 
was co n d ucted o n  'the d ictates of  Mohaj i r  i n te l lectua ls ,  
s i t t ing  i n  Karach i  who d id not  know a nyth i ng o f  t h e  
peasa n t  p rob lems' .  

G h u l a m  H ussa i n  Soo m ro,  t h e  G e ne ra l  Secreta ry o f  S in d h  
H a ri C o m m ittee, cr it ic ized the  Rabito Committee for  its 
s c h e m e  to exp lo i t  the name of peasants  to e a r n  t h e  
goodwi l l  a nd sympathy o f  the  peop le .  He a n n o u n c e d  
d isassociat io n o f  H a ri C o m m ittee f r o m  t h e  Ra bita  
C om m ittee 'as i t  had  worked ilgainst  the in terests of 
peasants  o f  S i n d h  and denied the  re p o rts o f  a pp o i nt i n g  
J a m  Saq i  as  G e n e r a l  Secreta ry o f  t h e  H a ri C o m m ittee, w h o  
was 'not  e v e n  a four anna m e m b e r' .  

T h e  S a k r a n d  co n ference a dopted d iffe rent  reso lut io n s  o n  
e q u itab le  d istr ibut ion o f  la n d  a mong peasants,  e l i m ina t ion  
o f  forced labor, a l locat ion  o f  d u e  s h a re o f  peasants  o n  
r iver water  a nd l a n d  refo rms. 

The  c on fe re n ce a p p e a le d  to observe the  peasa nts' 
d e m a n d s  day on 1'1 August 1970. The conference c o u l d  n o t  
f i l l  t h e  g a p  created b y  t h e  pass ing a way o f  Co m ra d e  J a t o i, 
i nstea d  it bifurcated  the  peasant  o rga n isat ion wh ich  h a d  
a l re a d y  s u ffe red a set-back t h ro ug h  t h e  rheto rica l Soc ia l i s t  
s loga n s  o f  the B h utto- led  PPP .  Renowned S i n d h i  p o e t  
S h e i k h  Ayaz c rit ic ized the  S a k ra n d  co n fe re nce fo r n o t  
ra is ing s loga n of  Jeay Sindh a nd conduct i ng m o s t  o f  i ts  
p ro ce e d i ngs in U rd u .  

Comrade Barkat Ali Azad was a p rogressive wr iter, poet, 
t ra ns la tor, journa l ist a n d  a brave worke r of  t h e  w o rk ing  
c la sses .  H e  was born i n  A m ritsa r but  l a ter  h is fa m i ly  m oved 
t o  S i n d h  a nd sett led  i n  J a cobabad,  w h e re h e  m a tricu la ted  
i n  1930 .  I n i ti a l ly  he  was  a tt ra cted to the  G a n d h i a n  _way o f  
po l iti cs  a n d  i n  1935  w a s  a rrested a nd w a s  k e pt i n  
Hyd e ra bad  Centra l  Ja i l .  Late r he  j o i n e d  the  left pol i t ics  a n d  
beca m e  a ctive o n  t h e  peasant  fro nt .  I n  194 1,  he  tra ns la ted  
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Russ ian writer Kropotki n's  book on youth into S indh i, 
which has run into many ed i t ions  t i l l  date .  

H e  was among the few dar ing pol it ical workers, who 
welcomed Comrad e Sajja d  Za heer o n  h is  re lease from the 
Rawa lp ind i  Conspiracy case i n  1955 . Accord ing to some 
accounts, under his leadersh ip, Co m rade Zaheer was g iven 
a warm welcome at  Jaco babad Ra i lway Station, on h is way 
back to  I nd ia fro m La hore . H e  d ied  on 7th March 1998.  

During the  m il i tary operat ion i n  East Bengal, Co m ra d e  Jam 
Saqi, who had recent ly  jo ined S indh  H a ri Committee, 
issued a statement  con d e m ning  the operat ion a n d  led a 
protest ra l ly i n  Hydera b a d .  H is  a rrest warra nts were issued 
and a Sum mary Mi l i tary Court sente nced h im for one year 
i n  h i s  a bsent ia .  After  t h e  PPP  government was i nsta l led,  
Comrade Jam s u rfaced a nd was a rrested . The sentence by 
the  Mi l ita ry Co u rt could not  be cha l lenged i n  a ny civi l i an  
court a n d  on ly  P resid ent  and  Governor had a uthority to 
pardon the  sente nce, a s  Jam refused to a ppea l to the 
President  o r  Governor, so he completed  h is  sentence in  
M ul tan  Ja il ,  whe re h e  learnt  Punja b i  la nguage from his 
fe l low p risoners .  

As Beng ladesh  ca me into be ing after  a civi l  war i n  the  
eastern  part of the  co u ntry, Socia list Bh utto, whose  party 
had many b ig land lords in i ts  fold, took over the power i n  
t h e  rest o f  co untry. Because of h i s  Socia l ist s loga ns, 
peas a n ts had  posit ive fee l ing a bout h im a nda  rift surfaced 
i n  the Sindh Hari  Co m m ittee, which had recent ly lost  its 
l a rger  t h a n  l ife leade r  Comra d e  Hyder Ba khsh Jato i .  Few of 
t h e  S H C  members had jo ined  PPP of B h utto a n d  few more 
jo ined a recently fo rm e d  S indh  based p ro-China left ist 
gro u p  Sindhi Awami Tahreek, whi le  a few d ie-hard workers 
rema ined  i n  SHC.  

On  18th Octo ber 1974, a new peasa n t  o rga n isation  'Sindhi 
Hori Tahreek' (S indh i  Peasant Move m ent)  was fo rmed by 
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th i s  p ro -Ch ina  Soc ia l ist gro u p  a n d  o n  9th J a n ua ry 1977 ,  i t s  
first co nve nt ion  h e l d .  Later, i n  t h e  days  of  G e nera l  Z ia 's  
fvi a rti a l  Law, i t  o rgan ized a peasant  conference o n  9'.h 
October, 1979,  i n  Ra hook i  o f  d istr ict B a d i n ,  a lso  attended 
by few o bs e rvers from Karach i  and P u nj a b  a s  we l l . 

On 1 61h J u n e  1984,  S H C  d ist rict Thatt a  pres ident A l l a h  
Ra khiyo J a l a l a n i  w a s  a d m i n istrated t e n  l a s h e s  i n  
Hyd e ra b a d  centra l  J a i l ,  a fter  com plet ing  h i s  i m pr i so n m e nt .  
He w a s  give n a w a r m  we lco m e  o n  reach ing h i s  a n cestra l 
v i l lage J ho k .  

O n  22"d J u n e  2 006, few fo rmer  a cti vists  o f  S i n d h  H a r i  
Co m m ittee fo rmed Sindh Hori Porhiyat ( Peasant  & 
Workers )  Council a n d  e lected Comrade  Foto Rustamani a s  
its Conve n e r. The fi rst convent ion o f  t h e  orga n isat ion  was  
conven e d  a t  Hyderabad  P ress C lub  o n  23 'd M a rc h  2007 . 

Struggle of bonded labor 

I n  Pa kista n,  a ccord ing to few est i m a te s  over  a m i l l io n  
agricu l t u ra l  a n d  br ick  k i l n  worke rs a lo ng with  t h e i r  fa m i l ies  
a re in  fo rced ca ptivi ty, ca l led  a s  'bonded l a b o r' .  In  S i n d h  
province, five d istr icts in  t h e  Southern p a rt i n c l u d i n g  
B a d i n, Ta ndo  A l l a hya r, M i rp u rkhas ,  O m a rkot a n d  S a n g h a r  
a re t h e  worst .  W h i le m o s t  of  the  b r i c k  k i l n  b o n d e d  l a b o r  
a re fo u n d  in  P u njab ,  a l though few c a s e s  o f  b ri ck  k i l n  
b o n d e d  l a b o r  h a d  been  u n e a r�h e d  i n  t h e  s u rro u n d i ng of  
Hyde ra bad  and M i r p u rkhas  d istr icts o f  S i n d h . M o st of  the 
v ict ims  in  the  agr icu l tu ra l  bonded  l a b o r  a re Ko l h i , Bh i l  a n d  
A a o d h  o f  the  D a l  it  backgro u n d .  

The issue h i t  t h e  m e d i a  attent ion  w h e n  a n  a g ri cu l tura l  
fa rm of a l a n d l o rd G h u l a m  H ussa i n  Kho kha r was  ra ided i n  
Ta ndo A l l a hya r i n  1 9 8 6 .  The m a i n  s p i r i t  b e h i n d  t h i s  ra id  
was a s m a l l  S i n d h i  nat iona l ist group,  a l though  later  t h is 
group  d is tanced  i tse lf  from the issue but  it o pened  the 
f loodgates fo r others, espec ia l l y  h u m a n  r ights  a ct iv ists .  
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Soon,  a La hore based NGO,  Bonded Labor L iberation Front, 
{ B LLF )  u n d e r  Ahsa n U l l a h  Khan ,  with t h e  h e l p  of  the local  
a d m i n istrat ion  and po i i ce  co nducted few ra ids  i n  Sangha r 
and  M irpurkhas  d istr icts .  BLLF  was a lso  a ct ive aga inst the  
ch i l d  l a b o r  i n  sport a ccesso ries m a n u fa c t u ri ng i nd ustry i n  
S i a l kot  a n d  other  p laces i n  P u njab .  Ahsan  U l l a h  Khan  l eft 
the  count ry fo r E u ro pe; a fter few fa b ri cated cases were 
registe red aga inst  h im. Afte r h is  re mova l  from the scene, 
S i n d h  Task  Force of  the H u m a n  R ights  Com m iss ion o f  
Pa kistan ( H RCP) ,  u n d e r  its conve n e r  Late Shak i l  Pathan, 
took u p  the cause.  With  the involve m e n t  o f  H RCP not  o n ly 
m o re ra ids  we re cond ucted b u t  t h e  issue got  a n  
internat iona l  exposure t h ro ug h  m e d i a  a n d  r ights-based 
o rga n izat ions .  As m ost o f  the capt ive peasa n ts esca ped  on 
gett ing a n  opportun ity o r  we re recove red t h ro ug h  po l ice 
raids, m a ny o f  them were without  basic c i t izens h i p  
cert ificat ion  o r  record, s o  few c iv i l  soc iety c rga n izat ions  
a n d  concerned c i t ize ns  he lped them i n  gett ing the  Nat iona l  
I d entity Cards a n d  got  them e n ro l l e d  i n  t h e  vote rs' l i s ts .  
Few Hyd e ra ba d  based i n d iv idua ls  made s m a l l  h o uses fo r 
these freed bonded  l abors .  

O n  1 1 th Apri l  1990, t h ro ugh a press c o n ference a d d re ssed 
by Comrade  Jam Saq i, S i n d h  Hari Co m m ittee d e m a n d e d  
the  i m p leme ntat ion of  l and  reforms i n t ro d uced by B h u tto 
gove rnment  i n  1970s b e  imp lemented in  lett e r  a nd sp i r i t .  

D u ring  the m i l ita ry o p e rat ion i n  S indh ,  under  t h e  civi l i a n  
Nawaz gove rnme nt, o n  5th  J u n e  1 9 9 2 ,  a g r o u p  of  Pa kista n 
Army, u n der  the c o m m a n d  o f  Ca pta i n  A rs h a d  J a m i l  k i l l ed  
n i n e  rura l  worke rs a nd i nj u red one .  La t e r  it  was  c l a imed  
that  they  were I nd i a n  t ra i ned te rro rists,  who were be ing 
k i l le d  i n  a n  e ncounter  a n d  a b ig q u a n tity of a rms  a n d  
a m m un it ion was recove red from t h e i r  possessi o n .  Few 
hours ear l i e r, a rmy and civi l i an  law e n forcers had ra ided  
v i l lage Ta ndo Bah a wa l ,  near  Hyderabad  a nd had  p icked ten  
v i l lagers, i nc l ud ing  M a nthar  Chand io, aged 2 2 ,  Haj i  A kra m 
Cha n d io, aged 45,  Ba had u r  Cha nd io, aged 3 0, Kanda 
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K h a s k h a i l i ,  aged 38,  Javed Khaskha l i ,  aged  22 ,  G h u l a m  
M u stafa B ro h i , aged 1 7 ,  Shafi M o h a m med B h u rgr i ,  aged 
2 8, H a m io K o l h i, aged 38  a n d  D h a n i  Bakhsh  B a b a r, aged 40 
yea rs .  

Acco rd i n g  to the  offi c i a l  h a n d o ut, they were I nd i a n- t ra i n ed 
te rror ists  a n d  were k i l l e d  i n  a n  e n co u n t e r  wi th  l aw 
e n fo rc e rs i n  the  a rea of J a m s h o ro a n d  3 6  hand  gre n a d e s, 
3 6  d etonato rs, 4 AK rifl e s  wi th  1 2  magaz ines,  3 6  k i l og ra m 
exp los ive mater ia l  a n d  a shot  g u n  were recove red fro m 
t h e i r  possess i o n .  Capta i n  Arshad  was i m m e d ia te ly  
promoted  to  the  ra n k  of  Major  a nd P M  N a waz  Sha ri f, w h o  
w a s  t o u r i n g  S i n d h  at that  t i m e, g lo r if ied t h e  a rmy fo r t h is 
act .  

O n  the  o t h e r  h a n d ,  S i n d h i  m e d ia and BBC Rad io ,  t h ro ug h  
t h e i r  i n ve st igat ive report i ng,  e x p ressed d o u bts o n  t h e  
v a l i d ity o f  the  who le  ep i sode .  Acco rd ing  to gathere d . 
i n fo r m a t i o n  by m e d ia a nd r ight -based o rga n izat ions ,  t h r e e  
c o u s i n s  n a m e ly Fate h Khan ,  H a j i  M a d a d  A l i  a n d  J a h a n  
K h a n, w h o  owned a l a rge property, i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  
agri c u l t u ra l  l a n d  a n d  t h e  u r b a n  estate, d i e d  c h i l d l e s s .  
M o h i u d d i n  Pa than ,  w h o s e  fa m i l y  had  sh ifted fro m 
Afg h a n ista n,  was a ca re-ta k e r  of t h e  p ro p e rty, a n d  a ft e r 
the  d e a t h  of owners, he sta rted s e l l i ng o u t  the  p ro p e rty.  
Later t h e  S u p re m e  Court o f  Pa kista n ,  in a verdict h a d  
recogn i zed  two fe m a le re lat ives o f  t h e  d e ceased a nd 
o rd e re d  P a t h a n  · to h a nd-over  possess i o n  to t h e m .  D u r ing 
the  p ro p e rty d ispute  and c o u rt p rocee d i ngs, the  peasa n t s  
had s u p po rted  t h e  fe m a l e  o w n e rs, that  g o t  a n tago n i zed  
Pathan  a nd to teach  t h e m  lesso n .  M o h i u d d i n  P a t h a n ,  
consp i red  wi th  a se rvi ng P a k is tan  A r m y  Ca pta i n  A rshad ,  
who was sta t ioned  at Hyderabad  Canto n m e n t  a nd got  
k i l l ed  ten  peasa nts .  

7 5  h o u rs a ft e r  the  fi r ing  i n c i d e n t, a F I R  was  registered a t  
the  H o o s r i  Po l ice Stat ion ,  by t h e  vi l lage rs, c l a i m i ng that  a l l  
t he  deceased  v i l l agers were i n n ocent, i nstead o f  te rror ists 
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as was c la i m e d .  The reg istrat ion of  F I R  o p e n e d  fl ood-gates 
of  protests, a l l  over the  S indh and p e o p l e  started rea c h i ng 
Tando B a h a wa i fo r condo ie nce, i n c lud i ng t h e n  o p pos i t ion  
leader  Benaz i r  Bh utt o, who o n  1 5t 11 J u ne, t o l d  gr ieved 
fa m i l ies that  she we l l  knew t h e  pa in  o f  k i l l i n g  of  b ro t h e rs 
a n d fa t h e rs a n d  she wi l l  t ry her  best t o  get  just ice fo r t h e  
vict ims .  

The pub l i c  protest  a n d  exposure by t h e  med ia ,  fo rced 
m i l it a ry h igh command  to withd raw t h e i r  p revio us  s tance 
a nd on 24 t h J u n e ,  the  Ch ief of Army S taff {COAS) G e ne ra l  
Asif N awaz  J a nj u a, dec ided  to court- m a rt i a l  t h e  accused 
m i l i t a ry perso na l s  i nc l ud i ng Major  A rshad ,  H a wa l d a r  
M o h a m m e d  I q ba l , Ha'wa l d a r  M o h a m m e d  Akra m,  H a wa l d a r  
G h u l a m  M o h a m med,  N i ke R e h m a n  D e e n ,  l a u n c e  N i ke 
Pa rvez Akhter, La u n ce N i ke G u i  M o h a m m e d ,  N i ke 
M o h a m med Razaq ue ,  Lau nce N i ke K h i z a r  Haya t, La u nce 
N i ke Fa l a k  Sher, Lau nce N i ke Nasa r u l l a h  Khan,  La u nce N i ke 
Sher  Samad K ha n, La u nce N i ke M o h a m m ed Yo u n i s  a n d  
Laun �e N i ke K h a l i d  H ussa i n .  They were accused  of 
possess i ng· t h e  i l l ega l  fo reign wea po ns, k id n a p p ing  a nd 
m u rder ing the v i l lage rs a n d  o thers .  The  i nj u re d  v i l l ager  
Usman  Khaskha l i ,  i dent i fled Major  Ars had  a nd d escr ibed  
h i m  as  a person ,  used  t o  v i s i t  M0 i1 i u d d i n  Pa than  i n  t h e i r  
v ic in i ty .  On 30t h J u ly_ 1992,  t h e  case proceed i ngs com p l e ted  
a n d Major Arshad  was  sente nced d e a t h  pena lty, w h i l e  B 
other  m i l i t a ry pe rso na l s  we re sanct ioned l i fe 
i m p r iso n m e n t  a n d  14th o n e  was set  free .  O n  1 2 1 11 
Nove m be r  1992,  t h e  Senate  passed a l aw t o  d es ignate  
r ight  to a p pe a l  in  the  h igher  j u d ic i a ry, a g a i n st a ny verd ict  
g ive n by the  F ie ld  G e n e ra l  Court .  Dur ing t h is,  o n e  of the 
c iv i l i an  accused M o h i u d d i n  Pathan d ied of  ca rd i a c  a rrest,  
w h i l e  i n  custody and second accused a n d  his b ro t h e r- i n
law G h u l a m  N a b i  had esca ped to Afg h a n i sta n .  M ea nwh i le,  
G h u la m  N a b i son ofM o h i u d d i n  Patha n a nd M u shtaque  
Awa n were sent e n ced fo r l i fe i m pr iso n m e n t by t h e  Sess ion 
Court Hyderabad  i n  1995 a n d  a ft e r  comp leti ng the 
sente nce re leased  i n  2009. 
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O n  14th Septe m b e r  1993 ,  COAS rejected Major  Arshad 's  
m e rcy peti ti o n  a n d  on  3 1 st J u ly 1 995,  t h e  P res ident  of  
Pa k istan F a rooq Lag har i  a iso rejected h i s  m e rcy pet i t ion  
a n d  h is d e a t h  wa rra nts were i s sued ,  fo r to be  h a nged o n  
7 t h  August .  

D u r i ng  that  t i me,  o n  one hand Major  Arshad's  fa m i ly  
extorted p ressure on peasa n ts a nd on the o t h e r, h is 
brot h e r  f i led a pet i t ion  i n  S i n d h  H igh  C o u rt u n d e r  the  n e w  
a m e nd m e nts i n  t h e  Army Act.  I n  between,  P res i d e n t  
Lag h a ri twice i n  August  a n d  Septe m b e r  1 9 9 5  suspe n d e d  
the  i m p le m e n tat ion  on  t h e  ha ng ing .  D u ri ng eve ry hea r ing  
of  the  case  i n S i n d h  H ig h  Co u rt, the  fa m i ly  m e m be rs o f  
peasa nts a n d  t h e i r  s u p p o rters h e l d  d e m onstrat ions .  O n  
2 6t h S e ptem ber, S i n d h  H igh Court i n  i ts  verd ict a n nou nced  
that  H ig h  Court had  n o  j u r i sd ic t ion  to  i n te rfere i n  such  
m a tt e rs .  

O n  2 i h S e pt e m b e r, peasa n t  fa m i l i e s  and  the i r suppo rt e rs 
d e m o nst rated i n  fro nt  of Pres i d e n cy a t  I s l a m a bad ,  where 
offi c i a l s  assure d  t h e m  o f  j u st i ce .  

O n  4th Octo b e r, Supreme Co u rt of  Pa k is tan  issu e d  a S tay  
O rd e r  o n  the  pet i t io n of  Major  A rshad 's  b rot h e rs, 
a lo ngs ide  the peasa n t  fa m i l ies were pressur i zed th ro ug h  
the  fe u d a l  l o rd s  a n d  caretakers of  d i ffe re n t  s h ri nes  i n  
S i n d h  b u t  they  refuse d  to  a n y  c o m p ro m ise .  

The  wa i t  fo r fo u r  yea rs to  get  j u st ice m a d e  frust rated the  
peasa n t  fa m i l ies  a n d  few of t h e m  a n n o u nced to se t  a b laze  
t h e m se lves o n  1 41 h August  1 996 ,  wh ich was d iffered due to  
assura nces  by the  a d m i n istrati o n .  But  o n  l l1h S e pt e m b e r, 
i n  fro n t  o f  Ant i -Te rror ist  C o u rt,  H yd e ra b a d  they  p o u r  
petro l  o n  t h e m se lves a n d  s e t  a b laze  i n- w h i c h  M a i  J i n d o  
Cha n d io a n d h e r  t w o  d a ughters H a k i m z a d i  a n d  Za i b u n n isa 
got t h i rd d egree b u rns .  Few d a ys l a t e r, o n  2 0th and 2 1 51  
Septe m b e r, both H a k i m za d i  a n d  Za b u n n isa succ u m b e d  to 
the i r i nj u ri es  and d i e d  i n  a Karach i  hosp i ta l ,  wh i l e  M a i  
.liJldo w a s  saved .  
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O n  the  very day, when first s i s ter  s uccumbed to in ju r ies ,  
one of their  campa igners Ms.  F a h m ida  Qu reshi  was  
a rrested a n d fe w days iater, the  office of her  o rg a n i sa t ion  
Qoumi Soth Welfare Cen ter was b u l ld o z ed a n d  
a d m i n is t ra t ion  sta rted a rrest i ng t h ose who were act ive i n  
t h is c a m p a ign ,  i n c l u d i ng 2 5 0  peasa nts  a n d  1 3  m e m bers of 
Fa h m i da ' s  o rga n isat ion .  

After  one  yea r of  s tay  order, the  S u preme C o u rt of  
Pa k ista n m a i n t a i ned the  verd ict o f  F ie ld  G e n e ra l  Co u rt 
M a rti a l  aga inst Major  Arshad,  who o n  281h Oct o b e r  1 996,  
was ha nged i n  Hyd era bad Centra l  J a i l  in  fro n t  of  few 
re lat ives of  vict ims .  

Th is  was the  first t ime  in  the h is tory of  Pak is tan ,  when  
beca use of the people's  co n t i n u o u� s t ruggle a serv ing a rmy 
offi c i a l  was  p u n ished fo r t h e  a t roc i t ies  aga i nst  the  
c iv i l i ans .  

Few a m o n g  the  freed bonded  l a b o r  jo ined  the  r ights-based 
. o rga n i zat ions  a n d  beca me part o f  the move m e n t  fo r the  
freedom of re ma in ing ca pt ives a n d d ifferent  l rJ d ia -Pa k istan 
peace i n i t i a t ives.  One  of  the  freed  bonded l a bo rs M rs.  
Veeru K o l h i  contested th�e n e ra l  e lecti ons  2 0 1 3  for a 
S i n d h  prov i ncia l seat n u m ber  50 Hyd e ra bad  r u ra l  a rea a n d  
got m o re t h a n  500 votes.  A l though s h e  cou ld  n o t  w i n  b u t  
h e r  e lect ion  ca m pa ig n  p rovided a n  o p po rt u n ity t o  h i g h l ig h t  
the co n d it ion  of the  c o m m u n i ty t h ro tJgh  na t iona l  a n d  
i n ternat io n a l  m ed ia .  

E a r l i e r, c h i l d re n  of th i s  co m m u n i ty were part of  t �e I nd ia
Pa kist a n  Te lephone Co nfe re n ces between c h i l d re n  of  both · 
count r ies .  The in ternat iona l  o rga n isat ion  Act ion  A id  
cha pte rs, both  i n  I n d ia and  P a k is tcin ,  o rga n ized  a to u r  of  
ch i l d ren  of the  freed bo nded l a bo r  from S i n d h  to I n d i a .  

. . 

These c h i l d re n  p layed friend ly  cr icket  matches i n  d iffe re n t  
c i t ies  of  I n d i a .  
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Manoo Bhil-----a life of courage 

The most  p u b l i c i zed  c a se of a freed b o n d e d  l a b o r  is of 
M a noo B h i l .  O r ig i n a l ly, h a i l e d  fro m the  d e s e rt a re a  of  
Tha rpa rka r, M a noo  m oved to the  i rriga ted a re a  of  S i n d h  
d u ri n g  1980s, w h e n  t h e  dese rt w a s  h i t  b y  a d ro ught .  
I n i t i a l ly he worked  with a l and lord Hayat  R ind  i n  t h e  
N a u kot a rea of d i str ict  M i t h i  as  a w a g e  worker .  After  s o m e  
t i me,  R ind  c l a i m ed t h a t  M a noo h a d  taken  a cash  adva n ce 
so he refused to pay h i m  the  wages a n d  so ld  M a noo,  h i s  
t h re e  b rothers and  two other  re l a t ives by m a rr iage,  w i th  
t h e i r  fa m i l ies  to a no t h e r  l a n d lo rd Abd u l  R e h m an M a rr i  of  
Sa ngha r d istr ict .  

At M a rr i 's  fa rm,  the c a ptive peasa nts  sta rted p l a n n i n g  
t h e i r  esca pe a n d  secret ly  a rra nged t h e  esca pe  o f  K i rs h a n  
Ko lh i, w h o  a fter  h i s  escape  m e t  m a ny po l i t ica l ,  soc ia l  a nd 

• h u m a n  r ights a ct iv i sts  a n d p e rsua d e d  t h e m  to work fo r t h e  
fre e d o m  of h i s  fe l l ow b o n d e d  l a b o re rs i n  t h e  ca pt iv ity o f  
d i ffe re nt  l a n d o w n e rs,  m ost ly i n  the  S o u t h e r n  p a rts o f  
S i n d h .  O n  t h e  · .p ressure a nd m o b i l i zat ion  o f  these  
o rga n i zat ions  and  i n d iv idua l s, the  loca l  a d m i n is t ra t i o n ,  i n  
t h e  presence o f  h u m a n  r ights act iv i sts fro m P a k is tan  a nd 
U n ited K ingdom ra ided  the  M a rr i  fa rm .  At t h e  t i m e  o f  ra id  
M a noo wa s work ing  at  a nother  fa rm of t h e  same l a n d l o rd ,  
s o  except  h i m  7 1  peasa nts, i n c l u d i n g  h i s  fa m i ly  we re 
rescue d .  As t h e  l o n e  ca pt ive,  he was tortured  fo r h is 
a l leged invo lve m e n t  i n  t h e  ra id . Somet ime  l a t e r, M a noo  
a lso esca ped  fro m t h e  ·c a pt iv ity.  

On 2"d A p r i l  1 998 ,  l a n d l o rd R e h (\11a n  M·a rr i  with  the h e l p  of 
a fe l low l a o d l o rd ra i d e d  the t ran si t  res idence  o f  M a noo  
a n d  k id n a p p e d  n i ne  o f  h i s  fa m i ly  m e m b ers i n c l u d i n g  w ife, 
sons  a nd daughters .  M a noo B h i l  s tarted h i s  t o k e n  h u ng e r  
str ike i n  fro n t  o f  H yd e ra b a d  P ress C l u b  o n  1 91h  J a n u a ry 
2003 . The C h ie f  J u stice,  S u preme Court o f  Pa k is tan  a l so 
took  not ic� of M a noo's  o rd e a l  a n d  po l ice' a rrested t h e  
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l a n d lo rd R e h m a n  M a rr i ,  who la ter  d ied  wh i le  in t h e  
custody d u e to Hepat i t i s, but  h i s  fa m i ly was n o t  traced .  

Ms. Meeran Ko/hi wa s i n  t h e  ca ptiv ity o f  l a n d lo rd La l 
M a ngr io  of taluka Dhoronaro, d istr ict O m a rkot, where s h e  
spent  m o re t h a n  15  years i'n ca pti v ity a long w i t h  h e r  
fa m i ly, i n c l u d i n g  h e r  fa t h e r, fo u r  l1 1 others a nd fo u r  s iste rs .  
She was resc ued d u r ing a ra id by the  po l ice .  

D u ri ng  capt ivity, when  h e r  fa m i ly dec ided to m a rry her  
w i th i n  the i r com m u n ity, the  son o f  l a n d lord I b ra h i m  
M a ngr io a l o n g  with h is h e n c h m e n  sex u a l ly assa u l ted  h e r  
a n d  i n  resu l t  she  gave b i rth  t o  two c h i l d re n .  The l a n d lo rd 
wa nted the  c ustody of the  g i r l  c h i l d  a n d  o n  M e e ra n's  
refusa l ;  h e  po isoned  the  seve n m o nths o ld  baby M e e rza d i .  
The l a n d lord wa nted  t h e  cu stody o f  h e r  son H a n if a n d o n  
h e r  refusa l h e  offe red h e r  cash m o n ey o f  '.upees  o n e  
h u n d re d  t�o u sand i n  2 007, which she rejected .  S ince  t h e n  
she  h a d  b e e n  on  the  r u n  a n d  often cha nged h e r  l iv i ng  
p l a ces beca use of  the  fea r  of k i d n a p p i n g  by the  l a n d l o rd . 

Mrs. Lachoo La/io Ko/hi, a long  with her  fa m i l y, was  
d e c l a red  i n d e b t  of rupees  fifty tho usa n d s  by a l a n d lo rd i n  
O m a rkot  a rea  a n d  he ld  capt ive in  ch a i ns .  O ne n ig ht ,  the  
fa m i ly esca ped from the capt iv ity, but  was re-ca ptured  by  
t h e  a r m e d - m e n  of the  l a n d l o rd .  Lachoo's  hus b a n d  L a l i o  
was b a d l y  b e a t e n  a n d  s e pa rated from the rest of  fa m i l y .  
M a ny t imes  she  w a s  to ld  tha t  he w a s  work ing on  fi e l d s  a t  
some o t h e r  p lace .  Afte r  so met ime, the  o in a rkot  Po l ice 
ra ided  the a rea a n d  m a n y peasa n ts, i nc l ud i ng  Lachoo were 
recove red but  her h us b a n d  was not  fo und  a m ong t h e m .  
S i nce  t h e n  she  is  search ing  h e r  h usband  .. 

Nanji · Mal, o rig i n a l ly fro m the  Tha r Dese rt, m igrated to 
the i rr iga ted a rea  of S i n d h  d u ri ng the  d rought  i n  1980s .  
I n i t ia l ly, h e  worked with l a n d l o rd G h u la m  Qa d i r  M a rri,  who 
a fte r somet ime  refused to pay the  wages and c l a imed  tha t  
N a nj i h a d  taken  money i n  a dva nce,  so  h eowedh im m o ney .  
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Later he so ld  N a nj i  and two o t h e r  fa m i l ies  to a n other  
l a nd l ord D h a n i  Pa rto G h a h o .  Aft e r  work ing  two years a t  
G haho's  fa rm,  o n e  n ight  N a nj i  esca ped  a n d  met  a l awyer i n  
Hyderabad ,  wi th  t h e  h e l p  o f  h u m a n  r ights act ivists .  A 
pet i t ion  was fi l e d  i n  t h e  S ind h i  H igh  Co u rt a nd o n  i ts  . 
orders the  po l ice u n d e r  t h e  s u p e rvis io n o f  t h e  loca l  
a d m in istrati o n  ra ided  t h e  fa rm and re covered 14 peasa n ts 
fro m the ca pt iv ity of l a n d l o rd .  

The Advisor to C h i e f  M i n iste r S i n d'h a n d  fo r m e r  Co m m un ist 
l e a d e r  J a m  S a q i  a n n o u nced on 2 °d J u n e  1996, that the  
gove r n m e n t  h a d  dec ided  to est a b l i sh  t h e  v ig i la nce o r  
mo nitor ing co m m ittees a t  d istr ict  leve l  to  c h e c k  a n d  
e l i m inate the  b o n d e d  l a b o r  i n  S i n d h .  The  co m m ittees w i l l  
be cons isted o n  re prese n ta t ives o f  l a n d lo rds ,  fa rmers,  
gove r n m e n t  o ffic ia ls, local  po l ice,  j o u r n a l i sts a n d  NGOs .  

Punjab 

I n  the  fi rst Hind Kissan Sabha of 1 9 3 6, S o h a n  S ingh  Josh 
and M u nsh i  A h m e d  D in  p a rt i c ipated  a s  the re prese n tat ives 
of  the P u nja b  peasa nts .  In his speech ,  Josh e m phas ized o n  
the  need fo r a stro ng peasa nt move m e nt,  wh ich  acco rd i n g  
t o  h i m ,  w o u l d  not  o n ly e l i m ina te  t h e  Zamindari system but  
wi l l  a l so i n tens ify the  n a t io n a l  m ove m e n t  for 
i n d e p e n d e n c e .  

As the  m e m bers h i p  of the  Kissa n S a b h a  g rew, the  rig ht
wing l e a d e rs h i p  of  the  Congress p a n ic k e d .  Z .  A .  Ahmed 
writes i n  h i s  a utob iography  that  s o m e ti m e  i n  1 9 3 7, Nehru  
received a l e tte r  fro m the  P u nj a b  a n d Front ier  Congress 
Comm ittees t h a t  few peop le  ca r ry i n g  red f lags were 
atte n d i n g  the  Congress meet i ngs, i n  t h e  n a m e  of K issa n 
Sabha .Shou ld  t h e y  be  a l lowed to a tt e n d  these m e et ing? 
Acha rya Kri p a l a n i  took  a sta n d  aga i nst  the  peasa n ts, a s  he 
op ined  that  the Congress had i ts  own t r i -co lo r  f lag not  the  
red one ,  so they  shou ld  n o t  be  a l l owed to a ttend  Congress 
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meet i ngs wi th  t h e i r  f lags .  P u n d it N e h ru a fte r  consu l t i ng  
Kanwar  M o h a m m ed Ashraf  a nd Z .  A .  Ahmed,  a l lowed 
K issa n Sabha  m e m b e rs to  attend Congress meet i ngs with  
the i r  f lags.  

In 1943, the B riti s h  gove r n m e n t  ra ised the Ma/Guzari tax, 
regard ing  the  l a n d  revenue  paym ent  which was not  
acce pted by t h e  peasa nts  a n d  they l a u nched  a n  ag i ta t ion  
a ga i n st i t .  D u ring  th i s  ag i tat ion ,  they a n n o u nced an  open  
meet ing  in  fro nt of  B a d e l a  Ha l l ,  La h o re .  As  peasa n ts,  i n  
g roups  a rr ived to  part ic ipate  i n  the  m eet i ng,  t h e  po l ice 
a rrested t h e m .  Z .  A .  Ahmed,  a C o m m u nist  l ea d e r  
ha p pened  t o  be i n , L a h o re d u ring  t h i s  per iod,  wen t  to 

· observe the meet ing  a n d  was a rreste d .  As  he i n t rod uced 
h i mse lf  a s  t l-i e secretary i n  the office of  Al l  I n d ia Congress  
Co m m ittee i n  A l l a h a b a d ,  he  was immed iate ly  s h ifte d  to 
the La hore 1:o rt, ran a s  a torture ca m p  to get i nfo rmat ion  
o n  the co n nect ion  betwe e n  the  Punjab  a g i tat ing peasa nts 
and the  Congress .  Afte r e leven d ays of i nca rna t ion ,  he  wa s 
re leased a n d  h is e n t ry in P u nj a b  was b a n ned t i f l  t h e  
peasa nts' ag i tat ion  l aste d .  

W i t h  t h e  pa rt i t io n ,  the  a ctive S i k h  a n d  H i n d u  peasa n t  
wo rkers m igrated to I n d ia . T o  reorga n ize  a nd re i n i t iate t h e  
peasa n t  move m e n t, in  Dece m be r  1947,  a meeti ng of  t h e  
a ct ive peasa n t  wo rkers from S indh ,  Pun jab  a nd F ront ie r  
was conve ned,  wh ich  d ec ided to reo rga n i ze t h e  peasa n t  
o rga n isat ion  u n d e r  D a d a  Feroz ud  D i n  M a n soor .  I n  t h e  
l ig h t  of  a bove dec is io n ,  i n  M a rch 1948,  fi rst peasa n t  
conference wa s o rga n ized in  Toba T e k  S i ngh of  d istr ict  
Lya l l p u r. The m a i n  agenda  inc l uded,  1 - Fe u d a l ism m ust be 
a bo l i s hed,  2 - extra fi nes  a n d  taxes m ust be stopped,  3-
crops s h o u l d  be d ist ri b uted on e q ua l sha re a m o n g  peasa n t  
a nd l a n d lord,  4 -evict ion o f  tena nts shou ld  be sto pped .  

I n  t h e  fo l low- u p  o f  t h is confe re nce, i n  1952 ,  re-struct u re o f  
the  peasa n t  o rga n isa t ion  u n d e r  the  n a m e  of 'Kissan 
Committees of Punjab '  occurre d .  This m ovement  very 
q u ick ly  sp re a d .  Fea r ing  the  c lass based peasa n ts'  
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o rg a n isat io n,  the  l a n d l o rds fo rcefu l l y  evicted peasants  i n  
many  a reas,  w h ich wa s re'sponded  by peasa n ts a nd t h e i r  
o rgan isat io n w i t h  meet i ngs, ra i i ies  a n d  a t  m a ny p laces  
p hysica l res ista nce .  Arrest wa rra nts  o f  m a ny peasant  a nd 
Co m m u n ist  wo rkers were i ssued a n d m a n y  o f  t h e m  were 
a rrested but  t h a t  cou ld  n o t  b a r  the  peasa n ts fro m 
cont in u i ng t h e  struggle . Su rre n-d e r i n g  to  peasa nts'  
ag i tati on, the gove r n m e n t  on 2 "d May �9 50, issued a n  
o rd i n a n ce, rega rd i n g  t h e  Te n a ncy Act, wh ich  a d d ressed t h e  
sto p page o f  the  forced evict i o n s, a nd b o u nd t h e  l a n d l o r d s  
to p rove i n  t h e  court of  l a w ,  t h a t  peasant  h a d  refused t o  
g ive d ue s h a re of  produce o r  h a d  refu sed to c u l t ivate t h e  
l a n d  a s  p e r  wishes of  the  l a n d lo rd o r  h a d  not  c u l t ivated  t h e  
l a n d  a s  p e r  trad i t ions  of  the  a re a  o r  h a d  d a maged t h e  l a n d  
o r  produce or  had  t a k e n  part i n  t h e  refusa l o f  taxes  
move m e n t .  Beca use of  th i s  o rd i n a nce  t h e  peasa nts  were  
e n couraged and  soon they we re o rg a n ized  i n t h e  d ist r icts  
of  M u lt a n, M uzafa rga rh,  D e ra G h a z i  K h a n ,  Lya l l p u r, 
G uj ra nwa la ,  S a h iwa l a nd i n  t h e  r u ra l  a reas  o f  M i a nwa l i .  To 
co u n t e r  the r ights a np re m e d i es, peasa nts  were gett i n g  
u n d e r  t h e i r  o rga n isat ion ,  t h e  D a u l t a n a  M i n is t ry, i n  serv i n g  
t h e  i nterests o f  la nded  e l i te,  fo rmed  a Kissan Commit tee  
u n d e r  the  M u s l i m  League  a n d  l a u nc h e d  i t s  newspaper. Th i s  
o rga n izat ion  cou ld  n o t  s u rvive and  wi th  M us l i m  League's  
i n terna l d iffe re nces i t  van i shed fro m t h e  scene .  

To review the  s i tuat ion  e me rg i n g  fro m the  l and  reforms  b y  
Dau l t ana  M i n istry a n d  t h e  scheme of t h e  set t l e m e nts  o f  
t h e  refugees a n d  e n h a n c ing  t h e  p e a s a n t  o rga n i sa t io n ,  a 
meeti ng of the  acti ve wo rkers was  convened o n  1 4 - 1 51h 
J u ly 1952 ,  i n  Lahore, wh ich  d ec ided  to  o rga n ize  a P u nj a b  
K issan Co nfe re n ce on  4-51 h Septe m be r  i n  G uj ra nwa la  a nd 
p rese n t i n g  the  proposed p rogram a n d  const i tut ion ,  
p re p a re d  i n  the  meet ing  fo r a p p rova l .  

I n  G uj ra n wa la  Co nfe re nce,  a p rogra m o f  s t ruggle o n  the  
issues of  i m p lem entat ion  o n  l and  refo rms, sto ppage of  
forced evict ions, b a n  o n  t h e  evict i o n  o f  the  refugee 
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peasa nts without  a l te rnate l a n d  a n d  a bo l i t ion  of  fe u d a l ism 
was fo rm u l a te d .  The d e legates fro m S indh  and  F ront ie r  
a lso pa rt ic ipated i n  the  conference,  wh ich  suggested the  
fo rmat ion of  a c o u n t ry leve l  peasa nt  o rga n i sat io n .  

I n  J u ne 1 9 54, with t h e  ban  o n  the  Co m m u n ist P a rty of  
Pa kista n ,  the  a ct iv i t ies  of  the  K issa n C o m m i ttees were  a lso 
ban ned a n d  its offices were sea l e d .  M a ny \.Yorkers  were 
a rrested, who a fte r t h e i r  re le ase, resta rted work b u t  
without a n y c e n t r a l  o rga nisa t i o n .  

With the  a n n o u n c e m e n t  of  ho ld ing  t h e  ge nera l  e l ect ions  i n  
1 9 58, a l l  m a i nst ream po l iti c a l  p a rties  sta rted e le c ti o n  
ca mpa ign s, wh ich  created a n  o p p o rt u n ity fo r peasa n t  
workers to mob i l i z e  t h e  peasa nts o n  the  issues of  a bo l i t ion  
of  fe uda l i sm,  a f ixed max i m u m  l i m i t  of  l a n d-ho ld ing ,  
stoppage of  fo rced evict ion and ownersh ip  r ights  o f  the 
govern menta l a l lotted l a n d .  The peasant  wo rke rs were 
successful  i n  mob i l i z i n g  the  pu b l i c  o p i n ion  and i n  response 
to these d e m a nds; m a ny ma instre a m  po l i t ica l pa rt ies 
com mitted to b r i ng o ut some sort of l a n d  refo rms.  

These e lect ions cou ld  not  take  p lace  and G e n e ra l  Ayu b 
Khan  im pose d the  fi rst M a rt i a l  Law in the  coun try .  To 
ba rga in  a n d  c o n t ro l  the  t ra d i t iona l po l i t i c ia ns,  most ly fro m 
the la nded e l i te,  t h e  M a rt ia l Law reg ime  i n  its ea r ly days 
ordered so m e  reforms  i n  agr ic u l t u re sector ,  which we re no 
doubt benef ic ia l  to  the peasants .  

The l eaders a rrested on  the  i m pos i t ion  of M a rt ia l  Law, 
were re leased in 1959  a n d  t hey renewed t h e i r  contacts  
with cad res .  Aft e r  the  g e n e ra l  e l e cti o n s  of  1962,  a K issa n 
Convent ion was h e l d  in fro nt  o f  the  asse mb ly 
bu i l d inglaho re,  where peasants  stage a huge 
demo nstra t ion  a n d  h u nger  str ike i n  fa vor  of  the a l lo tment  
of ava i l a b l e  l ands .  Th is  t ime  peasants  were successful as  
few of  the i r  d e m a n ds were a ccepte d .  
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C.  R .  As l a m ,  a fo rmer  m e m ber  of  C P P, who l a ter  d eve loped  
d iffe rences wi th  the  Pa rty a n d  fo rmed h i s  own M a rx ist  
gro u p, convened West Pa k is tan  K issan Co m m ittee 
conventi o n  o n 2 7-281h Apr i l  1963,  i n  K h a n e wa l , d is tr ict  
M u l ta n .  The conve nt ion  a do pted t h e  t ra ns i tory 
const i tut ion  a n d  progra m . M a u l a n a  Abd u l  H a m.eed 
B h a s h a n i  atte n d e d  the  open sess ion  a s  the  Pres id e n t  of  
the East Pakistan Kissan Sammity. 

As the  fo l low- u p  of  the  convent ion ,  t h i s  left ist  g ro u p  
i n i t i a ted  its cam pa ign  fo r t h e  accepta nce o f  d e m a n d s  l i k e  
a bo l i t ion  o f  t h e  fe uda l i sm wi thout  a n y  co m p e n sat ion ,  
sto p page of the  a uct ion of the  s ta te  l a n d ,  free d is tr i b u t i o n  
o f  l a n d  a m o n g  t h e  l a n d less peasa n ts, s m a l l  fa r m e rs a n d 
t h e  waged peasa nts, cance l la t io n of p ro fess i o n a l  taxes  o n  
peasa nts .  Th is  left ist  gro u p  fo rmed  t h e  p rovi n c i a l  
peasa nts'  org a n i z i ng  co m m ittees a n d  a n no u nced  to  h o l d  
org a n iza t iona l  e lect ions  a t  d i st ric t  l eve l .  The  g ro u p  
convened  a P u nj a b  De legates Peasa nts '  Confe rence  o n  1 -
2"d J u ly 1966,  i n  M u lta n,  wh ich reviewed the  agri cu l tu ra l 
i ssues  of P u njab  a nd a pp roved a p rog ra m, l a te r. p r i n ted  
a n d  d istr ibuted a s  a pa m p h l e t .  The  confe re n c e  seco n d e d  
t h e  p rogra m a p p roved i n  t h e  p revio us year  confe re n ce a n d 
d e c i d e d  to ho ld  meet i ngs i n  t h e  rura l  a reas  o f  P u nj a b to  
w i n -over new cadres .  

On 8 1 h  S e pte m b e r  196 7, a d e legates'  m e eti ng of  the  West  
P a k ista n K i ssa n C o m m i ttee he ld  i n  La hore .  As th i s  g ro u p  
h a d  very s m a l l  presence i n  provi n ces  o t h e r  t h a n  P u nja b ,  so 
major ity of  p a rt ic ipa nts com pr ised of  d e legates  fro m 
P u njab ,  who d e c ided  to h o l d  orga n i za t io n i! I  e lec t ions  i n  
n e a r  future . 

I n  1 9 67,  t h e  masses, especi a l ly peasants of V i ha r i ,  h e l d  
d e m o nstra t ions  aga inst  t h e  h o l d i n g  of  gra i n  i n  o ffi c i a l  
wareho uses,  as  t h e  shortage was  b a d ly a ffect ing  t h e  
co m m o n  peop le .  The po l ice reg istered a c a s e  of  ro b b e ry 
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aga i nst M i rza Aijaz Ba ig, who had led t h e  demonstra t i o n .  
O n  the  pet i t ion by M a h mood Al i  Kasur i  i n  La hore H ig h  
Co u rt, he  was re leased b u t  later  was d eta i ned fo r t h re e  
m o nths .  

· Afte r  a gap  of  few yea rs, a meet ing of  the P u njab  K issa n 
C o u n c i l  was convened o n  81h February 1 970, which dec ided 
to o rgan ize a peasa n t  conference in  Toba Tek S i ng h .  

For  the  s u ccess o f  the  confe rence ,  a s e r i e s  of meet i ngs,  
ra l l ies, h a nd b i l l s, posters and med ia ca m pa igns  was  
fo r m u lated .  After  met i cu lous  p re pa rat ions, the  confe re nce 
was he ld  o n  23 'd M a rc h  a n d  was cha i red by M a u l a n a  
B hasha n i .  M a n y  l i bera l  po l it ica l  p a rt ies,  i nc lud ing  P P P, 
NAP,  J U I , La bor  Pa rty, I s l am League a nd others s u p po rted  
a n d  at tended the confe rence to a tt ra ct the  peasa n t  a n d \ 
p rogress ive voters fo r c o m i ng genera l  e lect ions .  

In  h is p res ident ia l  addre ss, M a u la n a  Bhashan i  a n n o u nced 
that  ' the red f lags fly ing h ig h  in  the  con ference wi l l  
e l i m i nate a l l  exp lo i te rs ' .  Bes ide  other s, th i s  h isto r ica l 
co n fe re n ce was addressed by Begum M i a n  l ft i k h a r  
H ussa in ,  Ka n iz r-at ima,  M ia n  A r i f  l ft ikha r, B a s h i r  a n d  Ta r iq  
Az i z .  

For  the conference, m a ny part ic ipants  reached the v en u e  
by espec ia l  compartments a ttached t o  t ra i n s  ru n n i ng 
t h ro ug h  To ba Tek S ingh .  The M u ltan  de legat ion was 
c o m p rised o n  Ms .  S .  Naz ,  the p re s ident  o f  the Woolen 
M i l l s  Union,  Ayu b  A l i  Za id i, Jamal  Boota ,  Atta U l lah  M a l ik ,  
Qasawa r and  Vi layat  Ga rdez i, Abd u l  R e h m a n ,  Habib Pasa lv i  
a nd o t h e rs .  

The East Pakistan Krishik Sammity was re p resented by Haji  
Dan i sh  a nd Mas ih  ur R e h m a n .  Bes ides  the Sindh Hori 
committee and  Frontier Kissan Jirga d e legat io ns, renowned 
poet Fa iz  A h med Fa i z  a lso a tte nded the conference a nd 
recited h is poetry i n  the  o pen  sessi o n .  Acco rd ing to s o m e  
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polit ica l o bs e rv e rs, t h i s  co nference p layed a v ita l  ro l e  i n  
popu lar i z ing t h e  Soc ia l ist s loga ns  i n  the  cou nt ry .  

Next conference  w a s  o rga n i ze d  i n  Kha newal  o n  2 3'd M a rc h  
197 1 .  T h i s  c o n fe re n ce brought  o u t  the  i n t e r n a l  r i ft a m o ng 
the var io\.1s left ist groups,  who were i ns t rumenta l  i n  
m a king t h e  p rev ious  co nference a s uccess.  As t h is  
co n fe rence was  h e ld d u ring  the po l i t i ca l  t u r m o i l  i n  t h e  
country, so i t  l a c k e d  the colo rfu l act iv it ies a nd t h e  ga laxy 
o f  various l ea d e rs,  who had  been  the  s h i n ing  fea t u re of  
the  e a rl ie r  co n fe re nce . 

I n  S e pte m ber  1 999, peasants  u n d e r  the  leaders h i p  o f  
M irza A ijaz  B a ig,  i n  V i h a ri d e mo nstrated fo r a n  i ncrease i n  
the  ra tes o f  cotton,  wh ich  soo n  s p re a d  a l l  ove r Southe rn 
P u nja b .  Next  m o nth ,  after the  c o u p  dete nte  b y  G e n e ra l  
M usha ra f  o n  12 •h Octo b e r, t h i s  move m e n t  w a s  s u p pressed .  

Ownership or Death 

The P u nj a b  gove rnment  owns nea r ly 60,000 a cres of  
agri cu l tura l  l and  i n  ten  d istricts o f  the p rovince,  m ost ly i n  
the  South .  D u ri n g  Br i t i sh  period,  agri cu l tu ra l  m i l it a ry fa r m s  
we re esta b l i shed  i n  some d is t ricts o f  P u nj a b, i n c l u d i ng 
M u ltan ,  K h a newa l, Sa rgodha ,  O k a ra a nd La h o re i n  1 9 13 ,  
under  the  Co lony Act ,  1912 ,  o n  the  l and  be ing  c u ltivated 
by the  fa rmers t h rough  ge n e rat ions a n d  had fu l l  te n a n cy 
r ights s ince  1874 .  I n  O k a ra d istr ict a lo n e, located  s o m e  100 
k i lometers down the  La h o re- M u lta n Road,  ove r 1 7,000 
a cres of  la n d  is  u n d e r  t he se fa rms .  In 1 9 1 3 ,  the I n d i a n  
Defe n se M i n istry acq u i re d  the  l a n d  fro m the  G overn m e nt 
of P u nja b o n  a 20-yea rs lease .A lthough i tnever  pa id  the  
d ues beyo n d  the  fi rst i n sta l l m e nt,  the  p rovinc i a l  
gove rnment  chose not  to recla i m  the l and .  Though t h e  
lease exp i re d  i n  1 9 3 3  a nd it  w a s  never renewed but  t h e  
I n d i a n  Army conti n ue d  to possess i t  ti l l  1 947,  a n d  
a fterw a rd t h e  P a k i s tan  a rm y  took  ove r its possess ion .. The  
i l lega l ity by p rev ious  co lon ia l  m a sters was neve r correcte d .  
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The P u nj a b  Boa rd of Reve nue  po inted  out th is  i rreg u l a rity 
i n  1999  d u ri n g  an i n q u i ry aft e r  some tena nts of t.he  O k a ra 
M i l ita ry Fa rms had  asked then  P r ime  M i n ister  Nawaz S h a ri f  
to gra n t them owners h i p  of the  ho uses bu i l t  on  t h e  
fa rm l a n d  u n d e r  h is s m a l l  homes s c h e m e .  I n  th is rega rd a 
de l ega ti o n  of fa rmers h a d  ca l led on  Sha rif on  2 3 'd M a y  
1999,  i n  La h o re and  req u ested t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  be gra n ted  
property r i gh t s  as  he  had  promised i n  1989-90, as  t h e  
P u n j a b  C h ief  M i n iste r .  H e  a s k e d  Boa rd of Reve n ue to  
submi t  a report on  the  i ssue .  

For  t h e  l ast  n i ne decade's, t h e  tena nts of  these m i l i ta ry 
fa rms h a d  b e e n  ru led  by t h e  Punja b Te n a n cy Act 1887 .  O n  
the  re ports  o f  fi n a n c i a l  i rregu la r i t ies i n  the  Army We lfa re 
Trust ( t h e  m a nag ing  a uthori ty to run t h e  m i l i ta ry fa rms)  
a n d  t h e  a t t ract ions  of  i n cent ives of the  co m m e rc ia l 
ma rket,  t h e  m i l it a ry d e c ided  to a l te r  t he t i l l i n g  syst e m .  
Cash re nt  w a s  in troduced i n  pjace  o f  s h a re c rop  syst e m .  
This  dec i s ion  p a n icked t h e  tena n ts, w h o  s a w  i t  a s  t h e  f irst 
step to t h e i r  u l t ima te ev ict ion ,  wh ich  res u l ted in t h e  
tens ion  betwe e n  t h e  te n a nts a nd t h e  m i l i t a ry.  T h e  m i l ita ry 
fa rms m a nagement  esta b l i shed t h e  v i l l age offices a n d  t h e  
t e n a n t s  w e r e  asked  to i n fo rm a bout  t h e i r  guests pr ior  to  
the i r  a rriva I .  

Whi le  the o l d e r  generat ion made co m p ro m ises to these 
new cond i t ions  a nd rest r i c t ions  but  t h e  yo u nger  lot  wa s 
less to le ra n t  a n d  started look ing  fo r o ther  poss ib i l i t ies .  
U l t imate ly  t h ey fo rmed the i r  o rgan isat ion  'Anjuman 
Mazareen Punjab' (AM P ) .  

Aft e r  1 9'9 9  m i l it a ry take-over  b y  G e n e ra l  Pa rva iz  M usha raf, 
the  Defen se.- M i n istry d ispatched two l etters to  the  t h e n  
Punj a b  G � e r A o r  Lt . G e n e ra l  M o h a m med Safd a r  and  Board 
of Reve n u e ,  stati n g ' l a nd measuri ng 17 ,013  ac res of  
M i l i t a ry Farms O ka ra ,  2 3 1 5 a c res of M i l i t a ry Fa rm L a h o re 
and  4 , 34 4  a c res of M i l ita ry Fa rm Benga l i  ( tota l  2 3 ,699 
ac res )  was u n d e r  posse ss ion of  army fo r a l m ost 86 years .  
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The land,  owned by t h e  P u njab  gove rnment ,  i s  b e i ng used 
fo r prod uct ion  of fo d d e r  fo r the  m i l i t a ry fa rm a n i m a ls t h at  
sup piy mi ik  and m i i k  p rod ucts  to t h e  a rm e d  fo rces .  D u a i  
con trol ove r t h e  fa r m l a nds  b y  t h e  c i v i l  a n d m i l i t a ry 
au thor i t ies  is a ca use of s u b-o p t i rri a l  o u t p u t .  The  l a n d  
b e i n g  the  property of t h e  Pun jab  govern m e nt p rovid es  
occas ion  fo r undue  i n te rfe re nce by t h e  Reve n u e  
a ut h o r i t ies a n d l i t iga t i o n  b y  t h e  defa u l t i ng  t e n a nts .  

' Resu lta nt ly, these two  f laws assoc iated w i th  the  p rese n t  
status  o f  l a n d  b a d ly re t a rd p ro d u ct ive effi c i e n c y  o f  fa rms 
and fo i l  attem pts a t  i m p rove m e n t .  In  v iew o f  forego i ng, I 
s h a l l  be  h igh ly g ra te fu l i f  n e cessa ry i n st ruct ions  a re i s sued  
to t h e  Boa rd of  Reve n u e  fo r p e r m a n e n t  t ra n sfe r o f  l a n d  
free o f  cost a n d  n e cessa ry m u tat ion  of  l a n d  m easur i ng 
2 3 ,699 a cres i n  favor of t h e  M i n i st ry of Defe n se' .  

The Board i n  re p ly  s tated that  i t  c o u l d  n o t  e n t e rt a i n  t h is 
request  as accord i ng to  t h e  po l i cy, t h e  l a n d  i s  a lways 
t ra n sfe rred a t  the m a rket  rates .  

The  Pa kista n Ra ngers, a P a ra M i l i t a ry fo rce, lodged m o re 
· t h a n  650 F I Rs aga i n st t h e  t e n a n ts,  a n d  some 7,000 fa r m e rs 

were c h a rged with a n t i -state act iv i t ies  a n d  booked  u n d e r  
t h e  a nt i- terror ism laws .  

In  J u ne  2000, when t h e  m i l it a ry fa rms  m a nage m e n t  
d ec ided  t o  mod ify t h e  ren ta l  syst e m ,  t h e  tena nts  swore o n  
t h e  Kora n a n d  B ib l e  ( a s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  c o m pr ises  o n  both ,  
the  60 percent  M u s l i m s  and  the  40 p e rc e n t  C h ri s ti a ns )  t h a t  
t h e y  w o u l d  f ight t i l l  ownersh ip  o r  d e a t h  (Maliki ya  Maut) ,  
a wa r c ry s logan, bes ide  Jairha wahay ohhi khaway ( th ose 
who t i l l ,  shou ld  eat)  by the prote st ing peasants .  By a l l  
a ccou n ts,  so fa r t h ey h a d  s tuck  t o  t h e i r  vows. 

In Ju ly 2000, the Pa k i s tan  R a ngers were d e p l oyed i n  the 
a rea ,  w h e n  two d e a t h s  had a l ready occu rred d u e  to f i r ing 
a n d c iv i l i a n  law e n fo rc i n g  agenc ies  i n c l u d i ng p o l ice  were 
perce ived to be e i t h er u n w i l l i ng o r  u n a b l e  to c o n tro l  t h e  
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s i tuat io n .  The Rangers,  sta rted siege of the ent i re a rea a n d  
g u a rded a l l  e n t ry a n d  ex i t  po ints  o f  1 8  v i l l ages .  

The first instance of  physica l res ista nce by the  tenants  of 
the Oka ra M i l i t a ry Farms was re p o rted on  9 t 1i Octo b e r  
2000, when workers h i red b y  fa rm m a nagement  a rr ived a t  
v i l lage 10/4-L  to co l lect s o m e  wo od .  T h e  v i l l agers o p posed 
t h is a n d a br ick- batt le  e n sued . Acco rd ing  to  the F I R , l o dged 
by the  Dep uty Comm iss ioner  o n  same day, the  u n ru ly mob 
d a m aged a po l ice veh ic le ,  one  t ractor  t ro l ley  and two 
motor  cycles .  

On 101h Septe m b e r  2 001 ,  the  Army Wel fa re Trust workers 
a n d  po l ice c l ashed  with tena nts  i n • v i l l age  15/4 - L .  two 
tena nts Nadeem a n d  Bash i r, susta i n ed b u l l et i nj u ri e s .  Two 
m i l it a ry fa rms m a nagement  wo rkers a n d  s ix  po l ice 
consta b les were h e l d  hostage by the peop le  but were l a ter  
re fe�sed o n  the  i n t e rvent ion  of  the  AMP leadersh i p .  

O n  7th Dece m b e r  2 0 0 1 ,  Punj a b  G ove rnor  Lt . G e ne ra l  
( re t i red ) Kha l id  M a q boo l  vis ited O k a ra t o  persuade  the  
tena n ts to accept  the  new lease deed  b u t  fa i led . 

O n  71hJ a n u a ry 2002,  a n oth e r  c lash  took  p lace a t  v i l lage 
2 1/10-RB in  which m a ny tena nts i nc lud ing s ix w o m e n  were 
tnjured .  Te n a n ts Ba s h i r  Ahmed,  Abd u l  Hameed  a nd l jaz  
were h it by b u l l ets fi red by the law e nfo rcers.  O n  gth 
J a n u a ry, Bash i r  A h m e d  succ u m bed to  h is  i nj u ries  at the  
D istr ictHospita l, O k a ra and became the  first m a rtyr of  the  
m ove ment .  

O n  20th May  2002, t e n a n t  M o h a m m e d  Tufa i f  Cheema wa � 
k i l l ed  at D i l ba i n  G u nj .  S ix  wo m e n  a n d a n other  ma le  tenant  
were i nj u red .  The m a le t e n a n t  had a leg i nj u ry and  wa s 
c r ipp led  after  h is leg was a m putate d .  

O n  22nd J u n e  2002,  t h e  foca l  pol ice ca l l ed - i n  rese rve fo rce 
fro m other  d istr icts of Pun jab  a n d esta b l i shed p ickets 
a ro u n d  every v i l l age  i n  the a re a .  I n  th@ sa m e  month ,  po l ice 
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ca l led  2 7  l ead e rs of AMP fo r a d i a logue a t  d istr ict  offi ces 
Oka ra a n d  a rrested a l l  of them,  when the  ta l ks fa i l e d .  
These a rre sts  prom pted the  m o b i l i z a t ion  of  thousands  o f  
wo men ,  m e n  a n d  c h i l d re n  w h o  s u rro u n d e d  t h e  po l ice 
stat ion  a n d  b locked the access to the  m a i n  h ighway.  The 
a d m i n is t rat ion  was fo rced to re lease  a l l  a rrested l ead ers .  

Th is  s ing le  step b rought the  women  in  t h e  forefro n t  of the  
s t rugg l e .  I n i t ia l ly, they we re m ost ly  re l a t ives of  t h e  A M P 
leaders,  who a ft e r  the i r  a rrests were p rotest i ng, b u t  l a t e r  
the wo m e n  of the extended com m u n ity got  i n vo lve d .  
Wo m e n  were n o t  o n ly p a rt i c i pa te d  i n  t h e  ag i tations  b u t  
l a ter  severa l women beca me t h e  o ffice bea re rs of  A M P. 

One  of  the  act ive woman M u n a w a r  B i b i, exp la i n i ng h e r  
invo lve m e n t  i n  t h e  move m e nt,  t o l d  a n  i n t e rv iewer t h a t  
'when I s a w  t h e  po l ice e n te red i n  o u r  v i l lage a n d  asked  fo r 
Yo u n i s  I q b a l  (A M P  leader) ,  I t h o u g h t  h e re is th i s  m a n  w h o  
is fig h t i n g  fo r u s ,  s o  w e  s h o u l d  h e l p  h i m .  I g o t  wo m e n  o f  
v i l l a ge a n d  we stopped po l ice from a rrest i n g  h i m ' .  

A s  the  r a i d s  o n  v i l l ages a n d  a rrests of  the  ac t ive m a l e  
m e m b e rs beca me ro ut ine ,  the  wo m e n  a rm e d  t h e m se lves  
with  'Th apa'  ( th ick  st ick  be ing  used fo r wash ing  c lo ths ,  
a l lover  the  South  Asia n house h o l d s )  a n d  b locKed  the  p o l ice  
e n tra ncE: a t  the  t i m e  of ra ids .  Soon  t h i s  women  g ro u p  wa s 
known a s  ' Thapa Force'. F i rst major  confro nta t ion  betwe e n  
wo m e n  a n d  po l ice a n d  Rangers occu rred o n  9th O cto b e r  
2 000, i n  t h e  v i l l age 10/4 - L, w h e n  t h e  Deputy D i rector  o f  
t h e  m i l i t a ry fa rmca l l ed  fo r p o l i c e  a ss ista nce to d isperse 
the peasa nts,  who w ? re not  a l l owed to  p ick  the  f i rewood ,  
they  h a d  co l l ecte d .  I n  the eve n i ng a s  the  po l ice fo rce 
a rr ived, women a n d c h i l d re n  fo rmed t h e  'fro n t l i n e'  to 
su ccessfu l l y  rest r a i n  its e n t ry i n to v i l l age .  

The coming d ays saw the  e m e rge nce of  women l e a d e rs h i p  
i n  t h e  A M P, l i ke R u b i n a  A lbert,  a schoo l  teacher  a n d  poet  
beca m e  Deputy G e n e ra l  Secreta ry, a n d la ter  V ice 
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Cha i rperson,  wh i le  Aqee la  Anj u m  beca m e  t h e  J o i n t  
Secreta ry. 

On gth Novem ber  200 1, wo men  b rought  a l o n g  t h e i r  
c h i l d ren ,  bed ro l l s a n d  cook ing utens i l s t o  t h e  m a i n  
h ig hway a n d ca m ped t h e re .  T h a t  day Rangers f i red a t  t he 
p rotesters .  At the t i m e  of s ieges wo men  b locked  a l l  
en t ra nces to  t h e i r  v i l l ages .  I n  t h i s  s i tuat ion  o n e  o f  the  
po l ice  i n s pectors had  to say to the  tena nts of  t h e  m i l i t a ry 
fa rms that  'yo u (peasants)  a re ha rvest i ng w h e a t  o n ly 
b eca use of the  Thapa force' .  

I n  J u ly 2002, Pa kista n Rangers a rr ived to c o n t r o l  the  
s i tua t ion  a nd set  u p  check  posts a t  a l l  e n t ry and  ex i t  
p o i nts .  

O n  1 7th August  2002, seve n P u nj a b po l ice consta b les  w e re 
he ld  hostage at v i l l age 4/4 - L  a fte r  a fa i l ed  a tte m pt to 
a rrest two office bea re rs of AM P.  They were eve n t u a l ly 
re leased a fter t'he negot i a t ion  with a rea  DSP a n d  SS P .  
O n  24th August 2002, t h e  po l ice a n d ra ngers c l a s h e d  with  
tena nts  a t  the  ra i lway c ross ing near  v i l l age 3/4- L .C l a sh es 
a lso took p l ace at v i l l ages 1 2/4-L a n d  13/4-L ,  where 
tena nts were tear  gassed a n d  baton c h a rge d .  At s ix  i n  the  
even ing  a n other  c lash  occu rred a t  v i l l age 4/4 - L  where 
S u l a i m a n  M a s i h  was k i l l e d  a n d  seve ra l  o thers i nj u red  i n  
t h e  fi r ing b y  t h e  Ra ngers .  

Su bse q u e nt ly, o n  2 151 Se pte m be r  2002,  the  Rangers fo rced 
A M P  C h a i rma n Yo un is  I q b a l  to a dvice the tena nts to s ign  a 
l ease deed ,  wh ich  a ccord i ng to the  tena nts was d o n e  
u n d e r  t h e  po i nted g u n s  b y  the  Ra ngers,  a nd forced t o  s ign  
t h e  new lease deeds .  Ho weve r it  was  Youn is  I q ba l ' s  mother  
who  o p posed i t ,  as  the  wheat  crop  r i pe ned fo r the  season,  
they  refused to pay the renta l d ues a s  these were d ec ided 
under  d u ress .  The Punja b gove r n m e n t  a d opted the  ro le of  
a s i lent  spectator  i n  who le  s i tua t ion .  

O n  2nd Apr i l  2003, the AM P l e a d e rs h i p  wa s a rrested fro m 
Lahore a n d  wa s taken  to O ka ra .  I n i t i a l ly ,  the  po l i ce  d e n ied  
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the a r rests but A h a beas  corpus pet i t ion  i n  the Lahore H igh 
Court b ro u g h t  out  t h e  t ru th .  

O n  l 1 1 h  M a y  2003 ,  a fa r m e r  Ami r  H ussa i n  was  k i l led  by  a 
b u l l e t  f i red by t h e  Pa k istan  Ra nge rs to  sca re t h e  tena nts . 

I n  2008,  K h a newa l - based wo m e n  o f  A M P  fo rmed a 
women's  o rga n i sa t ion  t h e  'Peasant Women Society', a nd 
by 2 0 1 1 ,  i ts u n its  s pread  i n  the  seve n d i str icts  o f  P u nj a b .  

O n  6°' Apr i l ,  2 009, a rm e d  m e n  o f  a n  a g r i c u l t u ra l  l a n d  
contractor' s  o p e n e d  fi re on  t h e  tena nts  a nd k i l l e d  t h ree o f  
t h e m  i n  K u lya n a  Esta t e .  N e x t  d a y  t h o usa nds  of  tena n ts, 
with t h e i r  fa m i l i e s  ga t h e red  at t h e  V i l l age 2 8/A-2 R o f  
Ku lya n a  Estate to atte nd t h e  funera l  of  t h e  d e cease d .  

T h e  e m e rgence  a n d pe rs ist e n ce of  s u c h  m ove m e n t  i n  t h e  
h e a rt o f  P u nj a b  b e c a m e  a sore p o i n t ,  es pec ia l l y  fo r t h e  
Pak ista n A rmy, a s  Pun jab  has  b e e n t h e  t ra d i t i o n a l  a rmy  
re cru i t i ng  c e n tre and  t h e  s u p po rt base  of  m i l i ta ry 
operat ions  e lsewhere ;  but  now in rea l i t y  it  h a d became a 
t ro u b l e  po in t  fro m with i n .  I t  beca m e  a n  i n t e rna t iona l 
h ig h l ig hted issue a ft e r  t h e  Hong  Kong  based  H u m a n  R ig h ts 
Watch l a u n c h ed  its r e p o rt a bout  t h e  a t roc i t ies d o n e  by 
m i i i ta ry a n d  its s u p p o rte rs .  For  the P a k ista n i  m i l i ta ry 
esta b l i shme nt ,  c o n t ro l  of  l a n d  beca m e  esse nt ia l fo r 
ma in ta i n i ng  its pos i ti o n  w i th in  t h e  P a k ist a n i  po l i t i ca l 
struct u re a s  t h e  st rugg le  o f  the  m i l i ta ry fa rms  tena nts was 
cha l l eng ing  the s u premacy  of t h e  a rmy.  

O n  20°' J u ly 2010, AMP b ro ught  o u t  a n o t h e r ra l l y  i n  fro n t  
of  Deputy Co m m iss i o n e r  O ffice, O ka ra ,  pa rt ic i pa ted  b y  
h u n d reds  of  wo m e n, c h i l d re n  a n d  m e n .  They w e r e  ca rry ing  
c l ubs, b a n n e rs and  red f lags .  

On 3 'd J u ly 2014,  Pa k ista n Army k i l l e d  two peasants Noor  
2 n d  Ha ssa n and  a ft e r  s i t - i n  fo r 48- hou rs h a nded  ove r the i r  
bod ies  to  re la t ives .  The Army wa nted  to  c rush  t h e  p rotest  
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by peasan ts, who were resist i ng the  u n i l a tera l ly i n crease i n  
t h e  contra ct a m o u n t  o f  l a n d .  O n  t h e  3 'd J u ly, a heavy 
cons ig n m e n t  of a rmy e n tered the v i l lage 15/4/ L and  a ft e r  
searc h i n g  a l l  houses ,  a rrested 59  peasants  and  o n  
resista nce o p e n e d  f i re .  After  k i l l i ng two peasa nts, a rmy 
took t h e i r  bod ies  and  fo rced po l ice to registe r a case 
aga i nst 28 l e a d e rs of  A M P, i n c l u d i n g  M a h e r  Abdul  Satt a r  
the  G e n e ra l  Secretary, Vice P res ident  N adeem As h ra f  a n d  
others .  A s  the  d e a d  bod ies  we re n o t  ha nded over t o  the  
aggr ieved fa m i l i es, so o n  S1h  J u ly, ove r 8000 peasants  sat - in  
a nd fo rced the  a d m i n istra t ion  to hand ove r the  bod ies  a n d 
re lease t.h e '  a rrested peasa nts .  

The most  s ign i fi can t  ach ieve m e n t  of the s t ruggle was the 
un ity a m ong Chr i st i a n  and M u s l i m  re s ide nts of the  m i l ita ry 
fa rms.  Bes ide  t h a t, nowhere i n  P a k ista n,  any  other  peasa n t  
struggle had  w i tnessed the  part ic i pa t ion  of  w o m e n  i n  such 
b ig n u m be r  a s  i t  i s  v i s i b l e  i n  th i s  st ruggl e .  

Th is  struggle h a d  a lso produced m a n y  peasa nt  poets l i ke 
U lfa t Deedar  a nd R o b i n a  A lbert .  

Pakhtoonkhawa 

The peasants  u n d e r  the  'Gha/a Ohair Kissan Tahreek' 
rebe l led  aga i n st the  new syste m of Nawab G h u l a m  Tu ro . 
The m a i n  office of t h i s  movement  was opened  i n  a house 
i n  the  a rea of  G h a l a  Oha i r ,  where freedom f ighter H a r i 
K i s h a n  was bo rn . 

Dur ing  the  Congress M i n istry of  Dr .  K h a n ,  peasants  fo rmed 
Kissan Jirgo a n d o rga n i z e d  i t s  branches  a t  d istr ict l eve l ,  b u t  
i t  w a s  m o s t  o rga n ized  i n  the  d istr icts of Peshawar a n d  
M a rd a n , where peasants  refused t h e  forced/u npa id  l a bo r .  
They d e m a n d e d  e q u a l  share i n  the  prod uce.  T h e  
gove r n m e n t  stood by the  la ndowners a n d m a n y  peasa nt  
workers were a rrested but  th is  cou ld  not  sto p them fro m 
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the struggle a n d  few of t h e i r  d e m a nd s  were a cce pted by 
the gove r n m e n t .  

U b a i d u l l a h  K h a n ,  son of Dr .  K h a n  Sa h i b  o rga n i zed  peasa nts  
i n  M uft iabad  a nd i n it i a ted  a m ove m e n t  aga inst  t h e  loca l  
l a n d lords .  D u ri ng  h i s  a rrest,  h i s  brot h e r  Ba rr i ster  J a n  
Mohammed d i e d  b u t  t h e  gove r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  a l low h i m  to 
attend the funera l .  

H a z a ra Peasa nt  Confe re n ce w a s  o rga n ized  i n  M a n s e h r a .  
M a ny peasa nts p a rt i c ipated  i n  t h e  confe re nce by w a l k i ng 
o n  foot fro m Kagh a n  Pass  a n d  other  t ri b a l  a re a s .  
Conference w a s  c h a i red  b y  Sard a r  .Abd u l  R a b  N i shter  a n d 
attended a n d  a d d ressed by M a l i k  A m e e r  A l a m  Awa n,  
M a u l a na Abd u l  Hayee,  M a u l a na Abd u l  Qay u m ,  M a u l a n a  
Abd u l  Rauf, M o h a m m e d  F a rooq a nd M a u l a n a  A b d u l  R a h i m  
Popu l za i .  

Due  to the  p a rtit i o n ,  m a ny n o n - M u s l i m  peasant  workers 
migrated to I nd ia ,  so the  m ove m e nt was lost  i nto o b l iv io n .  
I n  1948,  l a n d lo rd s  st a rted e x p u l s i o n  o f  peasa nts  fro m t h e  
l a n d  s o  the  peasa nts o rga n ized  t h e m se lves i n  d iffe re n t  
d istr icts b ut t h i s  t ime  t h e i r  strugg le  c o u l d  n o t  get  t h e  
n ecessa ry leg is lat ion o n  the  c r o p  s h a ri ng  a n d the  sto p p a ge 
of the  fo rced expu ls io n .  ' L and  to t i l l e r' a nd 'tota l a bo l i t i on  
of  . l a n d l o rd ism'  have  be e n  bas i c  s log a n s  of  t h e s e  g ro u p s  
s ince i t s  i ncept io n .  

I n  Apr i l ,  1 9 68, wo rke rs co m m itt e d with a P u nja b based 
left ist gro u p  under  the  l e a d e rs h i p  of  C .  R .  As l a m  conve n e d  
a Kissan Jirga(confe re n c e )  i n  the  v i l l age  S h a h a bad ,  d i st rict  
Peshawar, which i n  a reso l ut i o n  conde m n e d  the 
occupat ion  of land by t h e  Khans ( lo ca l  term fo r l a nd lo rd s )  
a n d  the  evict ion  of peasa nts .  I t  dec ided  to i n i t i a te  a 
move m e n t  fo r t h e  a b o l i t ion  of fe u d a l i s m  wit hout  a ny 
compe nsat ion_, stoppage of the  a uct ion  of the  state l a n d  
a n d  d istr i but ion  o f  l a n d  to t h e  peasa nts .  T h e  conference 
e l ected the  provi nc i.a l  body and a p p roved t h e  p rogram a n d  
const itu t ion .  
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In  1 9 68, the peasa n t  movement e n tered i n  new p ha se w i th  
t h e  fo rmat ion  of the  Mazdoor Kissan Party ( M K P) ,  as  i t  
p refe rred to work  a t  t h e  grassroots r u ra i  ieve l .  

D u r ing  t h i s  t ime, t h e  Hashtnagar Movement a l so g a i n e d  
s u p port from t he masses a l l  ove r t h e  p rovi nce .  T h e y  s e t  
t h e i r  8 -po i nts agenda :  1- o rga n ize r u r a l  peasa n ts a n d  
create rura l  bases o f  peasa n t  powe r t o  e l i m i na te  t h e  
p o l i ti ca l ,  socia l  a nd economic  s lavery o f  peasan ts, 2 -
fu n d a m e nta l r ights to the  pe asants, q u a rre l s  b e tween 
them to be sett led  t h ro ug h  the  Peoples ' Courts i nstead of  
s ta te  run  insti t uti o ns, 3 - evict ion  a n d  f ines  to b e  
e l i m i n ated,  4 - r e n t  i n crease t o  be h a l ted ,  5- wage i n crease 
fo r rura l  workers  to i m p rove t h e i r  l i v ing  sta n d a rd s, 6 - se l f
c u l t ivated l a n d s  to be d is t r ib uted a mo ng the rura l  workers, 
7- · e n l i s t ing  the s m a l l  owners to the  move m e n t  a n d  to 
e l i m i n a te the  contra d ic t ions  in a fr ie nd ly  m a n n e r  between 
the sma l l  owners  and tena nts ,  8- to end  v io lence byK h a n s .  
I m p l e m e ntat ion  on  t h i 5  agenda  bore m a ny fru itfu l resu l t s .  

At t h a t  t i me,  the  c l ass com pos i t ion of the a re a  was a s  
menti o n e d  h e re ;  o w n e r  5 p e rcent ,  w i t h  own i ng m o re t h a n  
2 0 0  acres of la nd,  a m o n g  them 25  p e rcent  were the  m id d l e  
level  l a n d lo rds, ow n i ng l a n d  between 5 0  to  200 a c res, a n d 
t h e  s m a l l  la ndowners of one  to fi fty a c res were 45  p e rc e n t .  
W h i le  the  no n-owner  c l a s s  comp rised on  p rosperous  
peasant  10 perce nt,  m i d d l e level  peasa n t  40 p e rcent  a nd 
l a n d less peasa nt 50 p e rcent .  

At  the t ime  of the  i n terve nt i o n  by  M K P i n  the  move m e n t, 
the  l a n d  owners we re ta k i ng fo rced l a b o r  w i thout  a n y 
wages.  At the  t ime  of wed d i ng o r  o ther  soc ia l  occa s ion  i n  
t h e  peasant  fa m i l ies ,  t hey were c h a rged of  two h u n d re d  
rupees ;  o therwise t h ey c o u l d  not  g e t  t i m e  off. O n  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d, on  t h e  occa s ions  of  wedd i ngs or o t h e r  soc ia l  
ga the r ings with in  the  l a n d l o rd fa m i l ies, the  peasants  were 
s u p posed to provid e pou l t ry, g h ee,  r ice  a n d  fue l  wood . 
Forcefu l evict ions  were ra m pa n t  a n d  i n  case of  refusa l ,  the  
crops  were d estroyed a n d t h e  l a n d lords  we re r u n n i n g  the  
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para l l e l  j u d i c i a l  syste m .  As a res u l t  of po l i t ica l work by 
M K P, the  peasa nts  as  an o rga n i zed  fo rce took  path  of  
struggie and  a t  many  p i a ces  a r m e d  c iashes  betwe e n  
peasants  a n d  l a n downers a n d  secu rity fo rces occu rred, 
resu l t i ng  i n  ca s u a l t ies  on  both s id e .  In coming  d ays, the  
move m e n t  was bruta l l y  c rushed  by the  nexus  of state 
fo rces a n d la n d o wne r c l ass, but the  i nfl uence of  the a rm e d  
re be l l i on  b y  peasa nts cont i n ued  i n  fa r future  a nd i n e a rly  
2002 the  Pa k ista n a rmy was m o b i l i zed to  crush the  
peasa nts, who fo r the  accepta nce o f  t h e i r  d e m a n d s  had  
l aunc hed an  ag i ta t ion  i n  the  a rea . 

The move m e n t, i n i t i a ted  i n  the  s m a l l  a rea  of  H ashtnagar  
exte nded to the  Peshawa r, M a l a k a n d ,  M a rd a n ,  D i r, Swat,  
Ba n n u  a n d Kohat d istricts .  In  D i r, C h itra l ,  Swat a n d  
M a l a k a n d  m a ny c l ashes  e ru pted betwee n  peasants a n d  
l a n d lo rd s .  

O n  23 'd M a rch ,  1 974,  the  Kissa n Co m m itt e e  o rgan ized a 
peasa n t  c o n fe re n ce i n  Peshawar  wi th  t h e  a ctive s u p po rt o f  
M a z d o o r  K iss a n  Pa rty.  

Balochistan 

J u st befo re t h e  p a rt i t ion ,  i n  the  M a rri  a rea ,  a peasant  
m ov e m e n t  under  the  banner  of  Mazloom Party sta rte d .  I t s  
ma in  i n t e n t i o n  was aga i nst  the  agr icu l t u ra l a nd o t h e r  taxes  
i m posed by t r iba l  ch i efs . The offic ia l s  i m posed ban of t h i s  
org a n i z a t i o n  a n d  o rdered  b a n ish ing  i t s  m e m b e rs out  of  the  
a rea ,  so a l l  of  i t s  offi ce bearers w e re expe l l ed  from the  
M a rri a rea  and  m a ny of  i ts  su pporte rs .were a rrested fro m 
d iffe re n t  a re a s  of  B a l o c h ista n .  

I n  J a n u a ry 1 9 6 9 ,  P u njab  based Kissa n Co m m itt e e  l e a d e rs 
v is i ted Ba loch i st a n  to  fo rm a n  o rga n i za t iona l  set -up  but  
were u n a b l e  t o  get  a n y s ign i f i cant  success a s  t h a t  t i m e  the  
e n t i re Ba loch  a rea  was strugg l i ng fo r the i r  r i gh ts  and  
cons id e red  P u nj a b  a s  m a i n  c u l p rit to  t h e i r  m iser ies .  After  
exten s ive tours  and d e bates,  th i s  g ro u p  fo u n d  j u st few 
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s u p porters a n d a l though  with t h e i r  s u p p o rt fo rmed the i r  
own peasa nts g ro u p  b u t  i t  wa s m a i n l y  co m p rised o n  
peop le  w h o  were ideo iogica i supporters o f  t h e  Pa kista n 
Soc ia l ist  Pa rty, u n d e r  whose d isc ip l i n e  t h i s  peasant  g ro u p  
worked .  

P a t  Feeder peasant movement 

The i r r iga t ion  system in d is t r ict Nas i r abad ,Ba loch ista n,  
which cu l t ivates the  agr icu l tu ra l  l a n d, i s  loca l l y  ca l l ed  Pat 
( fl a t  l a nd in S i n d h i  l anguage )  Feeder, a nd the r ive r I n d u s  
r ight b a n k  ca n a l  which sta rts fro m G u d d u  Ba rrage i n  �i ndh ,  
i s  offi c ia l ly c a l led Desert Pat  Feeder .  

The  Pat  Feeder  ca n a l  was co m p l eted i n  1967 ,  d u ri n g  the  
M a rt i a l  Law reg i m e  of  Ayub  k h a n  and  most  of  the  newly 
acq u i red  land was a l lotted to t h e  P u nja b i  sett le rs .  Rest  of  
the  l a n d ,  i n cl u d i ng the co m m u n ity owned l a n d  was 
occupied by the  loca l  fe u d a l  l o rds,  espec ia l l y  of  the  J a m a l i  
t r i b e .  

T h e  Ant i -One U n it move m e n t  i n  S i n d h, Ba loch i s tan  a n d  
P u k h tun khawa ( N WFP )was m a i n l y  b a s e d  o n  restorat ion  of  
t h e  r ights of l a n d s, n a t u ra l  resou rces, la nguages  a n d  
cu l tu res  from t h e  centra l  government .  I n  t h e  f irst  a d u l t 
fra nch ised  e l ecti o ns  h e l d  i n  1970, the  Nati o n a l  Awa m i  
Pa rty ( NAP) ,  wi th  a c l ea r p rog ra m o f  t h e  p rov inc i a l  
a u tono my, e m e rged a s  the  s ing le  l a rgest pa rty of  the  
Ba loch i sta n .  

As t h e  NAP fo rmed its prov inc i a l  gove rn m e n t, t h e  1 97 2  
witnessed a rmed  c lashes  between  P u nj a b i  set t le rs a n d  t h e  
loca l Ba loch popu la t ion ,  w h o  were d e m a n d i n g  owners h i p  
r ights t o  be t ra nsfe rred to t h e  loca l s .  A dec i s ive c l a s h  i n  
t h e  a rea  of  P a t  Feeder  took p lace at  Ba i d a r, where t h e  
a rmed  M a rri ,  Bugt i  a n d  M e nga l  t r ibes  a l so ca m e  i n  s u p po rt 
of the  loca l peasants .  Afte r  • : · e k i l l i ng  of Taj M o h a m m e d  
Punja b i, the  sett l e r  P u nja b i s  m oved fro m the  a re a .  
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The Bhutto gove r n m e nt,  u n d e r  the cr it ic ism fo r not  
protect ing t h e  P u nj a b i  sett l e rs i n  Ba loch istan ,  d ec ided  to 
sett le these u p rooted P u nj a b is i n  t h e  Cho l ista n d e se rt o f  
P u nj a b .  T i l l  t ha t  t h e  strugg le  i n  t h e  Pat  Feeder  a re a  h a d  a 
reg iona l  co lor  of P u nj a b i  versus  Ba loch,  jo in t ly  d o n e  by 
fe u d a l  lords a nd peasants  a l i k e . B ut a s  the sett l e rs left t h e  
a rea ,  t h e  fe u d a l  lo rds started occupy ing t h e  fe rti l e  l a nd ,  
wh ich  was not  accepta b l e  to t h e  peasa nts, thus  sta rted a 
new p h ase o f  movement  o n  p u re c lass  bases .  

Aft e r  t h e  creat ion  of B a ng la d e s h  i n  Dece m b e r  1 9 7 1, 
B h utto h a d  t a k e n  power a s  t h e  P res ident  a nd C iv i l i a n  C h ief  
M a rt i a l  Law Ad m i n istra tor. 

To i m p l e m e n t  its e l ecto ra l p rogra m ,  o n  2 51h Apr i l  1 97 2 ,  
u n d e r  t h e  M a rti a l  Law reg u l a ti o n  n o .  1 1 5, h e  a n n o u nced  
' La n d  R e fo r m s  ( l i m its o n  i n d iv i d u a l  h o l d i ngs)  o rd e r  1 9 7 2 ,  
w h i c h  says, 

'The m a xi m u m  a rea  of  l a nd p e r m itted to be possessed o r  
owned b y  o n e  person,  a t  a ny t ime, i n  a ny capac ity, u n d e r  
p a ra g ra p h  8 o f  t h e  reg u l a ti o n, s h a l l  n o t  exceed o n e  
h u n d re d  a n d  fifty a cres of  i rr igated l a n d, o r  t h re e  h u n d re d  
a c re s  o f  u n i rr igated l a n d  . .  . ' . 

As t h e  P P P  gove r n m e n t  u n d e r  B h utto conso l idated  i t s  
powera n d  t h e  p rogressive and  nat io n a l i st p rovi nc ia l 
gove rn m e n t  o f  NAP u n d e r  Sardar  Atta U l l a h  M e ng a l  was  
re moved by t h e  fed e ra l  gove rn m e n t, m a n y  o f  t h e  Pat  
Fee d e r  a rea  l a n d lo rd s  i nc l ud ing  J a m a l i s ,  jo i ned  t h e  P P P. 

U n d e r  t h e  l a n d  refo rms of 1972 ,  a p a rt o f  the  agr ic u l t u ra l  
l a n d  owned  by t h e  J a m a l i  fe u d a l  lords  o f  the  Pat  F e e d e r  
a rea of d istr ict Nas i ra ba d ,  Ba loch ista n w a s  t ransfe rred to 
the loca l  peasa nts .  

I m med iate ly  after  the  e n fo rce m e n t  of  sa id  regu la t ions, 
U m ra n i, Khosa a n d  J a m a l i  l a n d lords  of the  a rea  sta rted 
d iffe re n t  acts  of v io le nce aga i nst  t h e  loca l  peasa nts  a nd 
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got registered fa lse cases aga i nst  peasa nts  of wea ke r  
t ribes  a n d  co m m u n it ies .  A t  m a ny p laces t h rough  a rt i f ic ia l 
breaches  i n  ca n a i s  t h e i r  houses a n d  other  pro pert ies  we re 
destroyed, wh i le at few places a rmed attacks we re a lso 
ca rr ied out .  

Few peasa nts  took  the  legal  path  a n d  espec ia l ly  w i th  
e ffo rts of  Peer  Bakhsh  S a m a t, they formed Peoples' Kissan 
Committee a n d  t h rough  tha t  they got the lega l owners h i p  
cert if ica tes .  

The loca l  fe u d a l  lo rds, fo l lowing the i r  t ra d i t ion  h a d  jo i ned 
the ru l ing  PPP but  n evertheless land was a l lotted to  
peasa nts .  D u ri ng t h a t  t i m e, a l a n d  own ing  cert if icates 
d istr i bu t ion  cere m o n y  was orga n i zed i n  Te m p l e  Dera 
( re n a m ed a s  Dera M u rad J a ma l i }  wh ich  was a t tended  by 
the then  Pr ime M i n ister  Zu l f iqar  Al i  Bh utto . St ra nge ly  
e n ough, the  a rra nge m e n t s  of  that  p rogra m were done by 
Zafa r  U l l a h  J a m a l i ' s  fa m i ly, who la ter  beco m e  Pr ime  
M i n iste r d u r ing  G e nera l  Parva iz  M ushara f  m i l i tary ru le .  

Peasa nts h a d  ha rvested jus t  one  prod uce f rom tha t  
t ra nsferred l a n d  a nd were conso l idat ing  the i r  c l a i m  o n  t h e  
l a n d ,  w h e n  o n  S1 hJ u ly 1977 ,  Genera l  Z i a  ove rth rew t h e  
e lected govern ment  of  B h utto a n d  i m posed M a rt i a l  L a w  i n  
t h e  country .  

To  get  the  su pport  fo r h i s  d ictatori a l  reg ime,  G e n e ra l  Z ia  
a p proached the  re l ig io us  e le m e n ts, fe uda l  l o rd s  a n d  
cap i t a l i sts a l l  over t h e  coun try, who i n  ret u rn were g ive n a 
free h a n d  to  suppress the  workers and  peasants  who had  
been e njoy ing compa rat ive ly more r ights d u ri n g  the  
p revious govern ment .  

Wi th  the G e nera l  Z ia  governme n t' s  insta l l a t ion ,  the  J a m a l i  
l a n d lords, w h o  had  a c l a i m  on  the  l a n d  t a k e n  ove r t h ro ugh 
the  l a n d  reforms sta rted su pport ing  Ge nera l  Z ia  and M i r  
M o h a m med M u rad J a m a l i  i nsta l led h imse l f  a s  t h e  
Ba loch ista n p rov i n ci a l  Pres ident  of t h e  M u s l i m  Leag u e .  
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Aft€ r  th-e i m pos i t ion  of  the M a rt i a l  Law, efforts to  snatch 
land fro m peasants sta rt e d .  M a n y  peasa nts of P a t  Feed e r  
a rea sta rted h a n d ing ove r h a l f  p ro d uce to t h e  J a m a li ,  
K hoso and U m ra n i  l a n d l o rd s . O n  the other  ha n d  some 
peasants by surre n d e ring  l a n d  a l lo t ted  to t h e m ,  moved  to  
o ther  p laces  b u t  few peasa n t  fa m i l i es  refused to  l eave  t h e  
l a n d  a n d  res isted the  l a n d lord s .  

Res idents of  v i l l age Noor  M o h a m m e d  J a m a l i  a t  t h e  J h a t
Pat  Cana l, a long with the  res ide n t s  o f  nea rby v i l l age  M u ra d 
Ali  Zahri, beca use of t h e i r  better  lega l pos i t ion,  took  t h e  
lega l p a t h  i n ste a d  o f  g iv ing h a l f  p ro d u ce t o  l a n d lord  o r  
leav ing the  possessio n of the  l a n d .  

N o w  a leg a l  a nd j ud ic ia l war  sta rted .  I f  t h e  loca l la n d lords  
we re s u b m it t ing  an  a p p l icat ion  a bo u t  the i r  owne rsh i p  r ig h t  
with Assista n t  Com m issio n e r  Te m pl e  D e ra a n d  o n  t h e  
issua nce o f  d e c re e  in  t h e i r  favo r, t h e  peasants  were 
moving an a p p l i cat ion  with the D e p u t y  C o m m iss io n e r  a n d  
fa i l i ng  t o  get  re l ie f, were a pp ro a ch i n g  t h e  Ba loch ista n H igh  
Court .  J u st ice Abdu l  Qa d i r  wa� one  such  j udge  who  gave  
m a n y  ve rd icts i n  favor of  peasants .  La n d lords  i ns tead  of  
accept ing  the  court ve rd ict, with  t h e  s u p po rt of  t h e  loca l 
a d m i n istra t ion  got  m a n y  peasants  a rrested a n d  u n le a s h e d  
t h reats  a n d  i nst igat ion cha rges o n  t h e  rest o f  t h e m .  

J a m a l i  t ri be  a lso cha nged i t s  strategy .Alirga(a g ro u p  o f  
loca l e l d e rs, w h o  r u n  p a ra l le l  j ust ice  sys tem i n  t h e  t r iba l  
soc iety of  Ba loch ist a n, Pa khtoon k h a wa and  p a rts of  S i n d h  
and  P u nja b) ,  u n d e r  Zafa r  U l la h  J a m a l i  w i t h  a loca l s p i ri tua l  
l eader  a p p roached  M ir G u i  M osiya n i  to  p e rsua d e  h i m  not  
to suppo 1 t peasa nts .  The Jirga put  fo rwa rd a n  offer that  i f  
the  peasa n ts left the  a rea ,  they  wou ld  be c o m pe nsated  
wi th  la nd i n  some other  a rea  and  wi l l  b e  h e l p e d  in  
co nstruct ion  of  houses .  M i r  Gu i  3nd  others d i d  not  accept  
the offe r,so they  were t h rea tened  of d i re conseq u e nces .  
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The sp i r i tua l  l eader  h a d  o p i n io n  t h at with t h e  g race of  
God,  the  q uest ioned land s ince the ir  a n cestors was owned 
by l a n d lo rd Taj M o h a m m e d  J a m a l i ' s  fa m i ly and o n  the  
other  h a nd B h utto who gave  owners h i p  r ights to  peasa nts 
was l angu i shed  i n  the p riso n .  Dur i ng  t h e  negot iat ions  both 
part ies  got  i nfur iated a nd po in ted  g u n sto each  other  a n d  
J a m a l i ,  h i s  a rm ed g u a rd s  a nd sp i r i tua l  l eader  were 
s u rro u n d e d  by peasa nts .  As both p a rt ies  sta rted shoot ing  
each  other, t h e  Dep uty Co m m iss ioner  a rrived o n  the  spot 
a n d  by u n fur l i ng  the  wh ite fla g  rescued a n d esco rted 
l a nd l o rd p a rty to a safe r  p lace .  

Few d ays la ter, to  h a rass peasants  Jama l i  l and lords  
attacked d ifferent  v i l l ages .  Over two h u n d red  a rmed goons 
r id ing tractor  trol leys a nd other  veh ic les  attacked v i l l age 
Atta  M o h a m me d  J a m a l i  but  beca u se o f  the res ista nce by 
the  res i d e nts, they fa i l ed  to take  t h e  produce .  

Some 15  days a fter  t h is i nc id e nt,  on  201h Dece m ber  
1977, u n d e r  the  command o f  Zafa r U l l ah  Ja ma l i ,  some 300 
to 400 a r m e d  pe rso n s  gathere d  by J a m a l i  l a n d l ords 
through a tr iba l  Jirga, cord o n e d  o ff the  v i l l ageofM i r  G u i  
M osiya n i  a nd with a cove r of  water-coursestarted f i r ing 
towa rds the v i l lage .  That was the  91h day  of  Muharrom,the 
m o u rn i n g  m o nth of  H u s a i n  the  g ra n d  son  o f  M o h a m m e d ,  
w h o  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  fa m i ly m e m b e rs a n d  compan ions ,  was 
k i l led  in  a b a tt le with the  ru ler  of t h e  day, some 14 
centur ies  ago .  As t h e  e lder  of  t h e  v i l lage was away to the  
nea rby town of S h a h d a d kot S i n d h,so the  rest of  the 
resid e nts  of  v i l lage the m se lves took a dec is ion  to e rect 
ba rr ica d e s  to p rotect t h e m se lves a nd resisted the attack .  

As the i nfo rmat ion of  attack reached Mosiya n i ,  he 
te legra m me d  a nd phoned fro m  G e nera l  Z ia  to loca l  
a d m i n istra t i o n  offic ia ls  but· i n  ve i n .  

O n  2 1'1 Dece m b e r, M osiya n i  a n d  o t h e rs secret ly v is i ted 
v ic i n ity a n d  b riefe d  the loca l  res ide nts  a bout  the  s i tuat ion  
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a n d  its poss i b l e  conseq uences .  Peop le  of d iffe rent  v i l l ages,  
who t i l l  that  t ime cons idere d  it an i n terna l t r i b a l  fe ud  a n d  
were i m pa rt i a i  t o  t h e  conf l ict ,  ca m e  o u t  i n  s u p po rt o f  
e n c i rc l ed  peasa n ts b y  ca rrying t h e i r  wea p o n s  a n d  m oved 
towardsthe under  s iege v i l lage and  opened  fi re  o n  the  
J a m a l i  a rmed  p e rsona l s .  

O n  the  morn ing  of  2 2 "d Dece m b e r, the l a n d l o r d  p a rty got  
sense t hat  they  we re be ing  attacked !lot o n ly fro m t h e  
i n s ide  t h e  v i l l age  but  a lso from the o u t e r  c i rc l e  o f  
s u p porters of  the  peasa n ts .  Th ro ugh  b inocu l a rs, t he y  saw a 
peasa nt gro u p  c o m i ng out  of the i r  cove r .  They sta rted 
shoot ing them and a s  some peasa nts fi n i shed  t h e i r  s tock  
of ca rtages, they ra i sed  t h e i r  a rm s  and  hands  in  a i r, s i gn  of  
w i l l i ng ri ess to ceasefi re; but the  a rm e d  guards  o f  fe u d a l  
lords cont in ued f ir ing,  i n  resu l t  R a h m a t  U l l a h  L a h ri,  A b d u l  
H a q u e  Lahri a n d  h i s  n e phew Razza q u e  J a n  w e re k i l l e d  o n  
th e spot .  Abd u l l a h  La h ri d ied  before rea c h i n g  t h e  h ighway  
to be sh ifted fo r m ed i c a l  cover; m e a nwhi le  t h e  loca ls we re 
a b le  to take Abd u l  Kareem Ra k hsha n i  o n  a cot  to t h e  
J a co b a b a d -Quetta h igh  w a y  b u t  because o f  t h e  l o s s  o f  
excess ive b l o o d  a nd n o n  a va i l a b i l ity o f  t ranspo rt, h e  a ls o  
d i e d .  T h e  a rmed  attackers i nj u re d  K h a i r  M o h a m m e d ,  
K h u d a  Ba khsh a n d  Ra h a m  O i l  b y  h i tt i n g  w i t h  t h e  butts  o f  
t h e i r  g u ns .  

After  the  m a rtyrd o m  o f  peasa nts, when  the i r  s u p po rt e rs 
ca m e  o u t  from n e a rb y  v i l l a ges, t h e  d ist r i ct offi c i a l s  w i th  
t h e  h e l p  of Ba loch is tan  Reserve Po l ice co l lected  t h e  d e a d  
bod ies  a n d  ha nded  o v e r  to t h e i r  re l at ives a n d  t h e  i nj u r e d  
w e r e  m oved to hospita l .  

M a ny peasa nts a nd t h e i r  supporters  were a rrested a n d  b y  
d ec la r ing  t h e  ready cro p o f  m u sta rd d i s p uted,  t h e  Lev ies  
Fo rce was d e p l oyed . Accord i ng to media  re p o rts Zafa r  
U l l a h  J a m a l i  a n d  few o f  h i s  c o m p a n i o n s  were a lso  ta k e n  
i n to custody but  l o c a l s  ca l l ed  i t  j u st a fo r m a l i ty .  Acco rd i ng 
to some informat ion ,  few a m o ng the  J a m a l i  a tt a c k e rs w e re 
a lso k i l l e d  o r  i nj u re d  b u t  that  was n ot m a d e  p u b l i c .  
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Aft e r  t h e  ma rtyrdo m  of peasa nts ,  to save that  peasa n ts' 
r ig hts  move m e n t  fr o m  be ing  converted in to  a t r i ba l fe ud  
a nd convert ing it into a p a rt of  the  na t iona i  ieve i  peasa n t  
m ovem ent, t h e  Co m m u n ist p a rty of  Pak is tan  a n d i t s  fro nt  
Mazdoor, Tulba, Kissan Awami Raabta Committee i n i t i a ted  
effo rts. Th is  comm ittee c o m p rised of  Pakistan Workers 
Federation, Sindh Hori committee, Sindh National Students' 
Federation, Notional Progressive Party, Anjumon Jomhuriat 
Pasand Khawateen, Sathi Naunihal Sangat, Baloch 
Students ' Organisation a n d  Balochistan Labor Federation. 

The com m ittee dec ided  to se n d  a d e legat ion  to  the P a t  
Feed e r  a rea ,  which was l e d  by Javed S h a koor ,  reached 
t h e re in  the  secon d  wee k  o f  J a n u a ry 1978,  via J a coba ba d .  
Th is  d e lega t ion  observed t h a t  the peop le  of La h ri t r i be  
were p re p a ri ng to l eave  the a rea ,  wh ich  acco rd ing  to t riba l 
t ra d i t ions  m e a n t  t hat  i n stead  of gra nt i ng  pardon  to  t h e  
m u rd e re rs, they were fo r t ak i ng  revenge fro m J a m a l i  t r i be .  
Aft e r  the  ass u ra nce g iven  by the  de legat ion fro m Karach i  
tha t  a count ry w ide  move m e nt cou ld  be l a u n ch o n  t h e  
iss ue ,  t h e  La h ri t r i b e  postp o n e d  t h e i r  migra t i o n .  

T h e  p e a s a n t s  h a d  t h re e  d e m a n ds 1 - the  J a m a l i  fe u d a l  
l o rd s, w h o  k i l l ed  t h e  peasants s h o u l d  be  a rrested a n d  
p u n ished  accord ing  t o  law, 2 - a l l t h e  a rrested peasa nts  
s h o u l d  be  re l ease d  i m m ed ia te ly, and 3 - the  Lev iesForce 
d e p loyed o n  the  crop s h o u l d  be  removed a nd peasants 
s h o u l d  be  a l lowed to take  t h e  c ro p .  

l twas dec ided  betwe e n  Karach i  based d e legat ion a n d  
peasa n ts tha t  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  stage ,.i , struggle a group o f  
peasa n ts w i l l  v is i t  K a ra c h i, Hydera bad  a n d  Sukkur .  I n  t h e  
l a st week of  J a n u a ry, t h i s  g ro u p  l e d  b y  S h e r  M o h a m med 
M e nga l rea ched Ka rac h i  and on 2 81h J a n u a ry, i n  a rece pt ion  
they br iefe d  K a rac h i  based  a ct iv ists  a bo ut the  s i tua t i o n .  
They m et w i t h  d i ffe re n t  o rg a n i zat ions  a nd gave few 
i n t e rviews to med ia . 



Peasant Mo vemen ts 447 

The Rabito Committee dec ided to l a u n c h  a h u ng e r  str ike i n  
P a t  F e e d e r  a re a  a n d  t i l l  t h e  acce ptance  of  peasa nts'  
d e m a n ds co n i i n u e  the strugg i e .  The peasa n ts' d e legat ion  
l a ter  v is i ted  Hydera ba d ,  Sukku r and Rohr i .  

G h u l a m  A k ba r, M o h a m med Ramzan M e m o n  and O m a r  D i n  
were p a rt of  fi rst g ro u p  t o  s i t  fo r h u ng e r  str ike  i n  P a t  
Feeder . I t  w a s  dec ided  i n  a j o i n t  meet ing  o f  t h e  d e lega t ion  
a nd P P P, Peo ples '  S tude nts Federat ion ,  Ba loch  Stude nts' 
O rg a n isa t ion  a nd loca l  soc ia l  a n d  po l i t i ca l  a ct iv ists  that  t h e  
h u nger  s t r i k e  w i l l  be  i n iti a ted o n  1 61h F e b r u a ry, t h e  d a y  
when  the  j o u r n a l ist co m m u n ity w a s  a lso s tart i n g  i ts  
p rotest a ga inst  the gove r n m e n t  restr ict i o n s  on d a i ly  
Musowot and  other  p e riod ica l s .  

O n  151 h  February, loca l  a d m i n istrat io n re leased  a l l a rrested 
peasa nts .  As the meet ing  sta rted on the  f loor  of  a tea-shop 
owned by a peasa nts'  sym path i zer, Lev i  fo rces under  a 
taluka offic ia l ra ided  the  p l ace a nd after  b a t o n  charge  
a rrested e ight  p a rt i c ipants  i n c l u d i n g  t h re e  . ra m  K a ra c h i  
a nd five loca ls .  

On 16  Febru a ry, h u nger  str ike sta rted i n  t h e  po l ice lock u p  
o f  Te m p l e Dera,  m e a n w h i l e  loca l re s ide nts  d e m o n strated i n  
the  town.  Levies started aer i a l  fi r ing  to d i s p e rse  t h e  
p rotesters .  O n  t h e i r  refusa l ,  the  D e p uty Co m m iss i o n e r  
p ro m isedthe  p rotesters o n  Kora n tha t  i f  t h ey e n d  t h e i r  
p rotest, w i t h i n  two o r  t h r e e  d ays h e  w i l l  a p p roach  the  
m i l ita ry Gove r n o r  of p rovince and  w i l l  t ry h is best  to get  
the  k i l lers  a rrested  and  wi l l  get  cro p fo r peasa n t s .  

M e a n w h i l e  i n  the  eve n i ng, t h e  state -owned R a d i o  Pa kista n 
a n d  Pak is tan  Te lev is ion  re ported that  m iscrea n t  e l e m e nts 
tr ied to i n st igate  the  peasants  in Te m pl e Dera  but  t h e i r  
attem ptsfo r  a g i t a t i o n  were fo i l ed  by the  a d m i n is t ra t i o n . O n  
the  o t h e r  h a n d, B B C  b roadcasted a deta i l e d  report o n  
issue a nd p rotest .  O n  t h e  same day  p roteste rs b locked t h e  
m a i n  h ighway con nect ing  S i n d h  a n d  P u nj a b  w i t h  Quetta 
fo r over f ive h o u rs .  
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In the n ight  of  1 61h  a n d  1 71" ,  h a n d c uffed a rrested 
proteste rs were sh ifted  to Sibi  J a i l  a n d  next day they were 
p ro d uced before a m i l i t a ry co u rt s i tuated  i n s i d e  t h e  S i b i  
Cantonment .  O n  t h e  n e x t  hea r ing,  t h re e  workers from 
Karach i  a n d  a loca l  P i r  Ba khsh  Sa m a t  were sentenced to 
o n e  yea r  im priso n m e nt each,  H a z a r  Khan  Bangu l za i , 
G h u la m  Qa d i r  M e nga l a n d  M a lg u z a r  Domk i  were 
se nte nced to six m o n t h s  each and Docto r A h m e d  H ussa i n  
P a n d ra n i  sentenced fo r t h ree months im p riso n m e nt .  Late r, 
except  Pa n d ra n i  a n d  Ba ngu l za i , the  rest of t h e  co nvicts 
w e re sh ifted to the n o tor ious Mach  j a i l .  

T h e  seco n d  batch fo r h u nger  str ike com p rised o f  H a meeda 
G h a n g h ro, who h a d  rece nt ly  ma rr ied the  s tude n ts' l eader  
N a z i r  Abbass i  ( la te r  to  be  k i l l e d  in  a m i l it a ry to · tu  re ca m p  
a t  Karach ion  91hAugust  1980) ,  Karach i  based fe m a l e  
s tudents' l e a d e r  Asifa R izv i ,  S i n d h  H a r i  Co m m ittee  worker 
P ir  S h u h a b  and t ra d e  u n i o n  workers Altaf  R e h m a n  d n d  
M o h a m m e d  S a l e m  B a i g .  They were a lso sh ifted  to the 
Machh J a i l .  Casesaga i n st these five protesters was 
registe red i n  the  Sess ion court, Temp le Dera ,  d i s t rict 
Nas i rabad , i nstea d  of  t h e  m i l it a ry court . 

These po l it ica l  p riso ners  ce l ebrated  I n terna t io n a l  La bor 
Day i n  Machh ja i l ,  H a m eeda  G ha ngh ro, being yo u ngest of 
a l l  c ha i red  the m e et ing ,  a t tended by a l l  p riso ners .  

W h e n  a n  a p p l icat ion  cha l l e ng ing  the  judgment  of  m i l i t a ry 
court was submit ted  i n  Ba loch ist a n  H igh  C o u rt ,  the  
a d m i n istra t ion  re leased Doctor  Ahmed H ussa in ,  G h u l a m  
Qa d i r, M a lguzar  a nd H a z a r  K h a n  B a n g u l z a i .  

M ea nwhi le  o n  2 2 "d J u ly, M i r  M o h a m m ed M u rad J a m a l i , a n  
e l d e r  o f  J a m a l i  t r i be  a nd the  pres i d e n t  o f  the  M u s l i m  
League Ba loch ista n was a ttacked a n d k i l led  wh i l e  g o i n g  fo r 
Fr iday  prayers .  Few d ays' l a te r, loca l  m ed ia  re ported that  
the  peop .e  of  La h ri t r i be  we re i nvolved i n  the  at tack, .a n d  
the  o bvious reason of t h a t  m u rd e r  was the  k i l l i ng of t h e  
peasa nts .  O n e  ca n say tha t  when  the  G e ne ra l  Z ia  
gove rnm ent  fa i l ed  to  p rovide just ice to peasants  a n d was 
re l u cta nt  to a rrest the c u l p rits, the La h ri s  revenged 
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acco rd i ng to t h e i r  t r i b a l  custo ms a n d  q u i t the po l i t i ca l  way 
i n i t i ated by t h e  Co m m un ist  P a rty of Pa kista n .  

O n  30t h  J u ly, G e n e ra l  Z ia  r id ing  o n  a h e l i copter  rea c h e d  
Roj h a n  J a m a i ,  t h e  a n cestor v i l l age of  M u ra d  J a m a l i  fo r t h e  
c o n d o l e n c e .  Th is  was a n  exa m pl e  of  t h e  gove r n m e n t' s  
s u p po rt fo r t h e  fe u d a l  c lass .  O n  t h e  next  d a y  o f  G e n e ra l  
Z ia 's  v is i ted,  some re lat ives o f  the  ma rtyr peasa nts  were  
a rrested in  conn ect ion  of  the  m u rde r  o f  J a m a l i .  Sa m e  d a y  
newspa pers re ported t h a t  G e n e ra l  Z i a  a s  t h e  Ch ief  M a rt i a l  
L a w  a d m i n istra tor  h a d  suspe n d e d  t h e  i m p l e m e n ta t i o n  o n  
l a n d  reforms  o f  1972  fo r s ix  m o n t h s  a n d  rena m e d  Te m pl e  
D e ra a s  t h e  D e r a  M u rad J a m a l i . 

A l l  the  t h ree workers of Kara c h i  a n d  P i r  B a k hsh  were 
re leased i n  t h e  l ast  wee k  o f  Octo b e r  on  c o m p l e t i n g  
t h e i rse ntence .  

O n  t h e  othe r h a n d, with  the  b less ings  of  G e n e ra l  Z i a ,  a 
t ri b a l  jirga was convened fro m 17th to  2 2"d Nove m be r, i n  
Quetta to  sett le  t h e  issues o f  l a n d s  i n  P a t  Feeder  a re a  a n d  
m u rd e rs o f  Lahr i  a n d  J a m a l i  t r ibes .  Ba loch  c h i e ft a i n s  o f  
S i n d h, a n d  P u nja b  bes ide Ba loch ista n ,  i n c l u d i ng K h a n o f  
K a l a t  M o h a m med Dawood B a l och,  N a wa b K h a i r  B a k h s h  
M a rr i ,  S a rd a r  Atta U l l a h  M e nga l, S a r d a r  S h e r b a z  
M a z a ri ,Sa rd a r  M o h a m m e d  U s m a n  Jogeza i, S a rd a r  C h a k a r  
K h a n  D o m ki a nd M i r  Rasoo l  Ba khsh  Ta l p u r  were t h e  
a rb it ra to rs .  Dur ing  t h e  j i rga ,  J a m a l i  t r i b e  g r a n te d  p a rd o n  
fo r t h e  m u rd e r  o f  M i r  M u ra d J a m a l i  a n d  i n  res po nse La h ris  
p a rd o n e d  the  m u rder  of  fo u r  o f  t h e i r  t r ibe .  When t h e  
fa m i l y  m e m bers of  A b d u l  K a r i m  Ra khsha n i  refused · t o  
pardon  h is m u rd e r, Sardar  Dada  K h a n  p a i d  twe nty  
t h o u s a n d  rupees :.i s b lood m o n ey fro m h i s  own pocket .  

Th is  peasa n t  m ovement  i n  t h e  i n it i a l  d ays o f  G e nera l  Z ia  
fa i l ed ,  m a i n l y  because of two rea sons, fi rst l y, t h e re was  n o  
po l i t ica l ,  espec i a l ly c lass based o rga n i z a t io n a l  work a m o ng 
the  loca l  peop le ,  seco n d ly the fe u d a l  c l ass o f  w h o l e  
count ry w i t h  t h e  act ive su p p o rt of  the  m i l i ta ry 
gove r n m e n t, u n i ted  aga i nst  t h e  peasa ntry  i n  u n do ing  t h e  
l a n d  refo r m s .  



5- Art, Cu l t u re an d Literatu re 

Soo n 2 fte r  p a rt i t ion ,  p ro m i n e n t  S i n d h i  a uthor  a nd 
journa l ist . : i rJ t  B a ba n i, who s i nce  t h e  yo u n g  age  of 2 5  was 
an act ive rn r m be r  of the  Co m m u n ist Pa rty of I n d ia in  
Karachi ,  was detd i ned  at  Karach i  Centra l  Ja i l  a lo ng with h is 
other Comrades  Sobho G i a n c h a n d a n i ,  A insh i  Vidya rthy, 
Comrade P o h u m a l , G u i a b  a nd A .  K .  H a nga l .  Pa k ista n 
Govern m e n t  offe red d e port ing them to I n d ia ,  u n d e r  l ndo
Pak  agre e m e n t  o n  the  t ra nsfer  of  p ri soners, but  i n i t i a l ly  he 
a long with h is  co m rades  dec ided not  to migrate .  They 
were ja i led fo r 11 months .  La ter, fi ve among t h e m  
i n c l ud ing A . K .  H a nga l  sh ifted to Hydera bad Centra l  J a i l , 
where th ey were i n  the  good co m p a ny of G ha n i K h a n, 
Pashto poet a nd writer a nd the  e ldes t  son of Bacha  K h a n .  

So met ime l a te r, a l l  po l i t ica l p ;  soners except Sobho a nd 
A .K .  H a nga l were re leased .  As Sobho h a d  stud ied  law, so 
they dec ided  to d e fe n d  the i r  own case and sent  a habeas 
corpus pet i t ion  t o  t h e  Ch ief  J ust ice of S i n d h  H igh Cou rt, 
M r . Tayabj i .  O n  t h e  first hea ri ng,  a n  i nterest ing s itua t ion  
emerg e d .  The prosecuto r p leaded  t h a t  t h e  deta i nees  were 
a rrested by t h e  S i n d h  G overn ment  fro m Karach i ,  but  l a ter  
the c i ty ca m e  under  Centra l  gove r n m e nt, so the case 
papers we re m rss ing  d u e  to t ra n sfe r of a d m i n istra t ion .  
After a few h e a ri ngs,  l ead ing  S i n d h i  poet  She ikh  Ayaz 
defe nded  both  of t h e m  but the p rosecutor  persisted that  
' the  govern m e nt is  sat isf ied tha t  t h e  p resence of  these  
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prisoners o utside priso n is  prej u d ic ia l  to the m a i ntena nce 
of law and order' .  So they were sent  back to pr ison.  D u ri n g  
those days,  immature theatre a rtist a n d  s inger, A. K .  
Ha ngal ,  dec ided to m ig rate to Ind ia .  Once he 
com m u nicated his decis ion  to  the a uthorit ies, a few d a ys 
later, he was p rod uced i n  person before Hash im Raza,  the 
Ad m i n istrator of Karachi ,  who gave him just twe lve h o u rs 
to leave the c ity. 

Later,  in 1 949,  Baban i, thought  he should v is i t  h is fa mi ly, 
wh ich had migrated to I n d ia,  a n d  then return  back  t o  
S i n d h .  When h e  boarded t h e  s h i p  at  t h e  Kea m a riPort, 
Karachi ,  government offic ia ls  sea rched h i s  be long ings  
ro ugh ly, a n d  then served h im a lega l not ice  of ex i le  fro m 
Pa k ista n .  

Scholar and  h istoria n  Kanwa r Mohamme d  Ashraf w a s  
a rrested i n  Ka rachi ,  where he  c a m e  to p revent t h e  M e o  
com m u n ity fro m leaving I nd ia . A s  he  landed i n  the  c ity, 
n ewspa pers made hue a n d  cry a n d  l a be led  h i m  a 
Com m u n ist, who was there to conquer  the p ro m ised 
Is la m ic country .  In  Ka rach i  Centra l  Ja i l ,  he  jo ined b y  the 
fe l low S indh i  Com m u n ists with whom he had  l ive ly a n d  
deta i led d e bates. Soon, Government  o f  Pa k ista n o rd e re d  
h i m  t o  leave the country a n d  h e  p roceeded t o  E n g l a n d  for 
h is med ical  treatment .  

Just  three months after part it ion,  e u phoria of  a separate 
homeland was d isru pted by the la nguage controversy. I t  
sta rted from the Pa kista n Ed ucat iona l  Confe re nce ca l led b y  
t h e  M i n ister ofEd ucation; a Benga l i  n a m e d  Fazl u r  R e h m a n  
i n  Karach i  i n  November  1 947,  t o  refo rm the e d ucati o n a l  
system o n  the l i n e s  of ' Is la mic  Ideo logy'. The 
represe ntatives of East Bengal  o pposed U rd u  as the o n ly 
nat ion a l  language.  

In  February 1 948, a Benga l i  m e m be r  of  the Const i tuent 
Assem bly moved an a mend ment  i n  a ssembly rules to a l low 
Benga l i  to be used in  the  House a long with  U rd u .  L i aquat  
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Ali  Khan ,  the then Pr ime M i n ister opposed the motion on  
the  g ro u nd  th a t  'Pak ista n has be e n  created on the demand  
of  a h u nd red m i l l i on  M us l ims i n  th i s  subcont inent a n d  
language of a h u n d red mi l l ion M us l ims i s  U rdu  . . .  i t  i s  
n ecessary for a n a t i o n  t o  have o n e  l a nguage and  that  
l anguage ca n o n ly be  Urdu and no other  la nguage. '  

The C entra l Government  imposed U rd u  as  the offic ia l  state 
l anguage,  which was rejected by S ind his and Patha ns a s  
wel l  b u t  the rea ct ion of Benga l was very stro ng a nd sharp .  
The a ct ivists i n  East  Benga l  dema nded the i r  l a nguage to  be  
dec lared a s  the  nat iona l la nguage or  should be a t  least 
g iven t he same sta tus  a s  Urd u .  

The  response of the state, to  the  d e ma nd  ca n be observed 
from the speech de ! ivered i n  Eng l ish by Moham med Al i  
J i nnah  o n  2 1st Ma rch,  1 948, i n  D h a ka ,  to the stud�nts of 
Dhaka U nivers ity in which he sa id ' . . .  let me m a ke it very 
c lear  to you that  the state la nguage of Pa kist an  is go ing to 
be  U rd u  a nd no other  l anguage.  Any one who tries to 
mis lead you is rea l ly the enemy of Pa kistan .  Without o ne 
state l anguage, no  n a t ion can  re ma in  t ied u p  so l id ly  
together and function .  Look  a t  the h istory of other 
cou n tries. Therefo re, so fa r as  the state l anguage  is  
concerned,  Pak istan 's  l anguage sha l l  be Urdu' .  

This  resu lted i n  a p rolonged struggle by Benga l i  
popu lat ion,  cu lm ina t i ng  in  pol ice f ir ing on  a 
demonstra tio n,  k i l l i ng  m a ny protesters inc lud ing stude nts, 
on 2 1  February, 1 952. Later this day was declared as the  
I n ternat iona l  Mother  La nguage Day in  the G e neral  
Conference of  UNESCO in 1999.  

Someti m e after  the massacre of 2 1st Februa ry, the Civ i l  
a nd M i l ita ry G a zette, La hore, asserted that  Benga li could 
not be the state l anguage of Pa kista n beca use "it was 
'ma in ly based on  S a n skrit, the l anguage of the  Vedas' 
which rendered it u nth inkab le  a s  the l anguage of 'a state 
brought i nto being for the estc.. b l ishment of Is la m ic va lues' . 
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The West Pa kist a n  i n te l lectua ls, espec ia l ly the  lefti sts 
fa i led to register their protest a g a i nst the a tt i tude of the 
state towa rds Benga i i  i a nguage and peop le, except a smai l  
book let  'The Issue of Nat iona l  Lang ua ges i n  Pa kistan'  by 
vete ra n Co m m un ist Ferozud in  M a nsoor .  

S ince ea rly days of Pa kista n ,  Ra bi n d ra nath Tagore was 
offic ia l ly  b a n ned i n  the  government-owned media ,  
inc lud ing the  Rad io  Pak i sta n, i n  East  Benga l .  Then in  the 
coming decade i t  was the  turn  of Bindi (the  vermi l l ion 
m a rk o n  the  forehead)  that  was  a p a rt of a l most every 
Benga l i  wom a n's  a ccessory. Wo m e n  a p pe ar ing o n  the  
state-owned television were b a n n e d  from wearing  the  
Bindi o n  the i r  fo rehead . 

Soon a fter  Pak istan came into be i ng, Ka rachi  was  
sepa rated fro m S indh  a nd was  made  as  the c apita l  of  new 
country, wh ich  now was  do m i na ted by  peop le  who had  
m igrated from I nd ia,  especia lly from riots-h it  Northern  
Ind ia .  The S indh i  m ed i u m  schools were converted i nto 
U rdu m�d i u m .  To fi nd a short term c u re for the emerg ing  
da ngers to the  S indh i  l anguage and  c u l t u re ,  a de legation of  
S indh  M us l im  League, headed by i t s  Pres ident  Syed Al i  
Akbar  Shah  ca l led-on the  Pr ime M i n ister Lia q uat  Ali K h a n, 
who afte r l i ste n i ng  to the i r  grieva nces, re p l ied "th e  
educa t ion and  cu l ture of S indh i s  is  ra is ing d o n keys a n d  
came ls, so how cou ld  t hese been safeg uarded ." 

Before the  fo rmat ion of  Progressive Writers Associat ion 
( PWA) i n  Pa k istan ,  the  writers worked t h rough n ewspapers 
and  l itera ry magaz ines, espec ia l ly Savera, Naqush, Sang-i
Mee/ and  Adab-i-Latif. The outspoken a nd rad ica l  
progressive wr i ters l i ke Syed S i bte H assan ,  H aj ra Masroor, 
Khadi ja M a stoor, Ahmed Nadeem Qas m i, Abd u l l a h M a l i k, 
Arif Abd u l  M a teen,  Za heer Ka shm ir i, M u mtaz  H ussa i n, 
were known as  savera group.  

I n  1948, t h ree p rog ressive magaz ines -- -Naqush, Savera a n d  
Adab-i-Latif were ba n ned u nder  the  P u b li c  Safety Act for 
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six months.  Naqush was proscribed for p ub l ish ing M anta's 
short story Kho/ Do, while other two were not even 
form a l ly cha rged.  

The fi rst ser ious cri t ic ism o n  progressive writers by a right
wing inte l lectua l  came through a n  a rt ic le by M ohammed 
Hassa n Askari in 1948, ti t led 'Adeeb our riyasat se vafadari 
ka masala: Taraqi-pasando pe kari tanqeed' (Writers and  
the issue of l oya l ty with state :  a stro ng crit ic ism o n  
progressives) .  I n  th is  a rt ic le,  beside other th ings, h e  
considered the  support of progressive e lements for Benga l i  
i a nguage a s  a consp i ra cy for the very existe nce of Pakistan .  

The fi rst major b low from within t h e  ranks  for p rogressive 
l itera ry circ les came when M . D .  Tasee r, one of the ea rl iest 
members of PWA, broke away with p rogressives a nd 
sta rted cam pa ign ing aga inst them through his  writi ngs. 
Samad Shaheen,  M umtaz Sh i reen  a nd Akhta r H ussa i n  
Ra ipuri were soon  to fo l low. 

In Lahore, PWA in it ia l ly held its weekly meetings a t  the  
loca l YMCA. One day, YMCA a d min istrat ion to ld them that  
they were under  strict o rders from the pol ice not to a l low 
PWA to use its space,  so PWA moved to the Daya l S ingh 
Col lege Li b ra ry b ut that  space was a lso snatched away  
from PWA when after  1 8  month long batt le with Punja b 
government a nd pol ice, the co l lege a d m i n istrat ion  had  to 
bow down aga i nst the p ressure . 

When the PWA b ra n ches i n  Karach i  a n d  La hore a n nou nced 
ce lebra ti o n  May Day i n  1949, the  r ight-wing press, 
especia l l y  wee kl ies Chaton a n d  Maghribi Pakistan opened 
flood-gates of a ttacks o n  progressive e leme nts.  

I n  the 2 7th June 1949 issue of a righ t-wi ng weekly Chaton, 
ed ited by Shorish Kash m i ri, p u b l ished a n  open letter by 
Taseer, who dec lared that  h is  p rob lem with those who 
dra g  Commun ism i nto l iterature was that  they tr ied to 
b u ry the writer's person a l ity and the 'Art for the  sake of 
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the Pa rty' was eve n m o re d a ngerous  pr inc ip le  for 
l itera ture t h a n  'Art for t he sa ke of Art ' .  I n  t h i s  l e t ter, h e  
p le a d e d  Pa kista n i  writers t o  avoid be ing  d istracted b y  t h e  
Co m m u n ists s logan m o nger ing .  

L ike Aska ri, Taseer  i n  one o f  h is a rti c le, '  wr i tt e n  i n  1 9.49,  
a lso cr i tic ize d the p rogressive stance rega rd i n g  the sta t u s  
o f  m other  tongue as  t h e  m e d i u m  of instruct ion i nstead  o f  
U r d u .  

Two years a ft e r  parti ti o n, o n  1 1 - 1 31h Nove m b e r  1949, fi rs t  
A l l  Pak istan  Progressive Writers' Co nference was  conve n e d  
i n  Lahore a n d  w a s  a t tended  by t h e  write rs fro m K a rach i ,  
Peshawa r, Lahore,  M u lt a n  a nd other  c i t ies  of  t h e  c o u ntry .  
In  t h is  conference Al l  Pa kista n Progressive wr i ters'  
Associat ion  {APPWA} was fo rmed and A h m e d  N a d e e m  
Qas m i  was e le cted its G e n e ra l  Secreta ry .  I n  i t s  first 
m a n i fe sto, the APPWA d e c l a re d  that 'We wish t o  re move  
t h e  contrad ict ions  that  ex i s t  between o u r  soc i a l  syst e m  
a n d  t h e  needs  of  o r d i n a ry peo p le beca use t h e s e  
c o ntrad ict ions a re res pons ib l e  fo r t h e  fact t h a t  o u r  soc iety 
a nd a lo ng with i t  our  a rt and cu l tu re have sto p p e d  
d eve lop ing i n  a p rogre ssive d i rect ion . . .  L ife c a n  b e  
p u rifi edof m i sfort u ne s  a n d  d ifficu l t ies, a n d  m o re bea u t ifu l 
a n d  hea lthy.  Then  we ca n t ru ly be  free a n d  th i s  i s  o n ly 
poss ib le  if we b re a k  down t h e  ex ist ing cap i ta l ist  a nd fe u d a l  
syst e m  a n d  esta b l i sh. a pea.p ies'  d e mocrat ic  syst e m  based  
o n  a soc ia l ist  �conomy.  

'On one s ide  a re the  writers and a rt ists who ra ise t h e i r  
vo ice aga inst t h e  oppress ion a nd tyra n ny of  P a kista n ' s  
r u l i n g  c l i q �e . .': .�h o  support those w h o  a re struggl i n g  fo r 
t rue  fre e d o m ,  peace,  d e m ocracy a n d  socia l is m ,  who carry 
fo rwa rd t h e  d e m ocrat ic  tra d it ions  of o l d  l i tera t u re . . .  o n  t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  a re those writers who se rve to tra n s l a te t h e  
d e s i g n s  of  r u l i n g  c la ss; h i d e  i t s  oppress ion a n d  tyra n ny, 
o ppose d e m ocrat ic thoughts  a n d  d e m ocrat ic  move m e n.ts 
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a n d  p reve nt  the  d e m ocrat ic t ra d it ions of t h e  o l d  l i tera t u re 
fro m surfa cing,  a n d  a re spread ing  d isco u rageme nt, a pa thy  
a n d  m e nta l  confus ion  t h rough the i r  writ ings . '  

In  t h is d e c l a rat ion ,  A P PWA cr i t ic ized the  a rrests of  po l i t ica l 
workers a n d  in te l lectu a ls a n d  reso rted to cont inue  t h e  
strugg l e .  T h e  dec l a rat ion  a lso d e p lored  the  r ight-wing  
writers,  who in  t h e  d isgu ise o f  ' a rt for  a rt sake ' ,  ' Pa kista n i  
L ite ra t u re' a n d  ' I s l a m ic  L i tera t u re' were serv ing the  cause  
o f  the  r u l i ng c l i q u e .  The dec l a rat ion  a lso a n no u nced a no
c o m p ro m ise sta n d  t o  ' the  pa id  p ropagand ists of  cap i ta l ists 
a nd fe u d a l  lo rds' . 

The deta i l ed  confe re nce re po rt was written by Abd u l l a h  
H ussa in a n d  i t  wa s p u b li shed  with t h e  p reface  by t h e  
A P PWA G e n e ra l  Secreta ry A h m e d  N a d e e m  Qas m i, u n d e r  
t h e  t i t l e  ' Mustaqibil Humara Hai' ( Fu ture i s  O u rs ) .  

F ive years l a ter, w h e n  A PPWA was banned  a lo ng with C P P ,  
Qa s m i  i m me d iate ly  res igned  from h i s  post. 

The Lahore Confe re n ce faced many  hu rd les .  The p rovi nc ia l 
gove rnment  tr ied t o  b l ock the  access to the  confe re nce 
venue i n  Lijwre nceG a rden ;  when th is  move was fo i l ed  by 
the  part ic ipa nts, the p o l ice stooges gate cra s h e d  in  the 
confe re n ce,  but  a s  the  peasants and work e rs i nc l ud ing  
t ra d e  u n ion l eader  Asl a m  Awa n, with the i r  t ra d it i o n a l  
st icks were a l so atte nd ing the  conference,  s o  the  gate  
cra s h e rs got  a 'pro p e r' response.  

In  the  first yea r  of  i ts  incept ion,  a bra nch of  PWA was 
fo rmed in  Ba loch ista n ,  with Anj u m  Qa z i l bash  a s  provi n c i a l  
secreta ry .  T h e  ea r l iest  m e m b e rs, based i n  Quetta were 
K a m i !  ul Qad ri, Rafi q  Raz,  Ab id  Shah, M i r  G u i  K h a n  Nasee r 
a n d  Aza d J a m a l d in i .  

Leftist worker A h m e d  B a s h i r  a long with Tufa i l  A h m e d  K h a n  
was the  e d itor of  w e e k l y  Qandil of Nawa- i -Waqt gro u p .  I n  
1 9 4 9 ,  the  P u njab  government  pro m ulgated the  P u nj a b  
Safety Act . F ict ion wr i ter  a n d  co lum nist I b ra h i m  J a lees  
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wro te a s a t i re o n  it, u n d e r  t h e  h ea d i ng of ' Pub l i c  Safety 
Razor' .  A h m ed Bash i r  the i n -ch a rge  of  the l itera ry sect i o n  
of  Qandi/ p u b l i shed i t  p ro m i n e n t ly .  N e x t  d ay, H a m e e d  
N iza m i, t h e  ch ief  e d i tor  of  a l l  N a wa - i-Wa q t  pub l icat io n s, 
s u m m o n e d  both  the  ed i tors a nd to ld  t h e m  that  t h e  sa id  
a rt i c le  wa s a g a i nst  the  po l icy o f  the  gro u p, so  t h ey shou ld  
p u b l ish  an  a po l ogy i n  the  n e xt i s sue ,  wh ich  they  refuse d .  
Next  d a y  a s  they  reached  office,  both were h a n d e d -over  
the  terminat ion  fro m service o rd e rs .  The n e xt issue o f  the  
j o u r n a l  ca rr ied  an  a po logy i n  t h e  name o f  N i za m i .  

D u e  to  s o m e  o rga n izat iona l  i ssues, t h e  PWA Ba loch ist a n  
broke a nd two sepa rate  e nt i t ies  'Pushto Toti' a n d  'Balochi 
Zaban Wa Adaba Divan' ca m e  i nto be ing  in 1950.  G u i  K h a n  
N aseer  w a s  e lected a s  t h e  fi rst P res ident  o f  t h e  l a ter. 
Abd u l l a h  J a m a l d i n i  beca m e  t h e  first G e ne ra l  Secreta ry o f  
t h e  o rga n isat io n .  

Ustad B a d e  G h u l a m  A l i  K h a n ,  o r ig i n a l ly fro m Kasur  n e a r  
L a h o re,  m ig rated  fro m  Bom bay soon  a fter  the  part i t ion  b u t  
w a s  not  t reated a ccord i ng to h i s  statu re a n d  a ccord i n g  t o  
few a cco u nts ,  h e  w a s  d i shea rt e n e d  b y  t h e  R a d i o  Pak is ta n 
D i rector  G e n e ra l  Z .  A .  B u kha ri a n d  went  back  to I n d ia ,  
w h e re h e  was g ive n t h e  respect he deserved a n d  was  
rewa rd e d  with m a ny o ffi c i a l  awards .  I n  1958,  h e  was  
accorded t h e  I n d ia n  cit i ze nsh ip .  

The  N W F P  Leg i s l a t ive Ass e m b ly, d o m i n a te d  by  Khan  Abd u l  
Qa yum K h a n ' s  M u s l im  League,  p roved its Pa kista n i  
c re d e n t i a l s  b y  d ec la r ing  U rd u  o r  Pashto ,  a s  t h e  la nguage o f  
courts  i n  1 9 5 0  rep lac ing  E n g l is h .  I t  w a s  l a te r re ported tha t  
U rd u  was used o n ly i n  the  lower  courts  a nd t h e  h ig h e r  
courts co n t i n u e d  fu nct i o n i n g  i n  E n g l i s h .  

I n  1 9 5 1 ,  the  gove r n m e n t  dec la re d  A P PWA a po l iti c a l  
o rga n isat io n,  a n d the  pr ivate e m p loyers w e r e  a s k e d  n o t  to 
h i re 'Co m m u n ists' ,  wh ich  was u n d e rstood to i nc l ude  a l l  
those assoc iated with  t h e  o rga n i za t ion .  M a n y  o f  t h e  
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m e m b e rs sto pped  atte nd ing  m eet i ngs for t h e  fe a r  of  t h e i r  
n a m e s  b e i ng re ported to a u thor i t ies .  

In  1 9 5 1-52 ,  t h e  ra i lway worke rs, led by C h a u d h ry Khush i  
Moha m m ed,  a ra i lway g u a rd, fo rmed a cu l tu ra l  front, t h e  
Art C i rc l e  a n d  staged many  s o c i a l  a nd po l i t i ca l  p l ays 
wr i t ten by a worke r-wr iter  Co m ra d e  Ali Ahmed in La hore 
a n d  S h a i k h u p u ra .  Stage p lays 'Gardish'  a n d  'Subuh Hana 
Tak' were major  product ions  of t h is gro u p, wh ich  were 
l abe led  a s  Co m m u n i st by the  a d m i n istrat ion a n d  b a n n e d .  

T h e  seco n d  co nfe re nce o f  APPWA w a s  conve ned  i n  Karach i  
o n  1 2'h and  1 3th J u ly 1952 .  Th is  co nference is counted  
i m po rt a n t  and  d i rect ion-sette r o n  m a ny acco u nts .  The  
p roce e d i n g  of  th i s  p a rt icu l a r  confe re n ce shows t h a t  aft e r  
l ong  p ro-peop le  a n d  a nt i-esta b l i s h m e n t  in terna l  confl icts,  
the  A P PWA was t i l t i ng towa rds a p u re l i tera ry o rga n isat ion  
of  we l l  esta b l i shed wr i ters, who h a d  secure good sources 
of  i ncome a nd wanted to avoid any confrontat ion  with  
powers to be .  The o rg a n i zers se lected M o lvi Abd u l  H a q ue,  
t h e  Pres ident  of  Anjuman Taroqee Urdu ( Pa k ista n )  ( t h e  
Assoc ia t ion  fo r t h e  deve lopme nt/pro mot ion of  U rd u )  t o  
cha i r  t h e  o p e n i n g  sess ion of  t h e  first d a y .  Mo lvi a n d  h i s  
a ssociat io n were  fu l ly su pport ing  t h e  state po l icy of  
i m pos ing  U rd u  a s  on ly  offic ia l  la nguage,  so fo r t h e  pro
U rd u  r ight-wingers, h e  was Baba-i-Urdu ( Fa t h e r  of  U r d u )  
a nd fo r t h e  i n te l l igents ia  of o t h e r  l a nguages, e n e m y  of 
t h e i r  n a t ive l a n guages .  

Th ro u g h  a reso lut ion ,  confe re nce a m ended i ts  1949 
m a n ifesto and wiped out  t h e  reso l u t ion of boycott o f  
e n e my c lasses a nd t ho ugh ts, pa ssed in  l ast conference .  
Rega rd ing  t h e  wit h d rawn m a n ifesto, t h e reso lut ion stated 
that  beca use of  a few defe cts, i t  was unaccepta b l e .  
Through a nother  reso l ut ion, i t  was p l e a d e d  to t h e  
gove r n m e n t  t h a t  po l i t ica l l a b e l  o n  t h e  Associat ion shou ld  
be re moved;  as  it  was  a pure l it e ra ry o rga n isat ion a n d  i t  
had no  a ffi l i a t i o n  wi th  a ny po l i t i ca l  pa rty.  
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The secon d  day sess ion  o n  t h e  respons ib i l i t ies  of  writers 
was cha ired by M a u l a n a  Abdu l  M ajeed S a l ik ,  a n d  Syed 
M ujtaba H ussa i n, Sa l i m  Ahmed,  Hassan  M a n z a r, Hassan  
Ta h ir, Mumtaz  H ussa in  a nd H a meed Akhter  pa rt ic ipated in  
the  debate .  I n  t h e  t h i rd sess ion  poets  reci ted the i r  poetry .  

I n  1 952,  the  Qay u m  M i n istry acted aga inst a Pashto l i tera ry 
journ a l  Aslam, e d i ted by Sanobar  H u ssa i n  M e h m a n d .  I ts  
e d i to r  was a rrested u n d e r  the  Safety Act a n d  was kept  i n  
pr i son  fo r f ifteen  months .  I n  h i s  a bsence,  t h e  j o u r n a l  fa i led  
to  a ppea r and o n  h i s  re lease, he  was to ld  that  the  
dec l a ra t ion  of h i s  journa l  s tood cance l l e d .  M e h m a n d  h a d  
started h i s  weekly Sailab d u ri ng the  B r i t i s h  p e riod but  
a fter  o n ly t h re e  iss ues, h i s  a rrest wa rra nts were iss u ed . To 
avo id  a rrest, he m oved to t h e  t r iba l  a reas  a n d  jo ined  t h e  
freedom fighters led  by H aj i  Ta rang  Za i .  Aft e r  
i ndependence, h e  ca m e  back  to NWFP  a n d  started Aslam . 

The month ly Javaid, La h o re, ed i ted by Ar i f  A b d u l  M a t i n  
a n d  o w n e d  by  N a s i r  Anwar, p u b l i shed  S a d a t  H ussa in  
M a n ta's  story ' Thanda Gosht', a nd a fter  a month  of  i t s  
p u b l i cat ion,  t h e  P u nj a b  P ress Branch  g a l va n i zed into  
act ion,  ra ided  t h e  o ffice of  t h e  month ly  and a l l  u nso ld  
cop ies were  confisca ted . The matter  was b ro ught  befo re 
t h e  Press Advisory Co m m ittee,  wh ich  m e t  a t  t h e  o ffices o f  
t h e  Pa kista n Times .  B e s i d e  t h e  conve ner  Fa i z  A h m e d  Fa iz ,  
( Pa kistan Times) ,  H a m e e d  N iza m i  ( N a wa- i -Waqt ) ,  W a q a r  
A m ba lvi (Safi na ), F .  W .  B u s t i n  (C iv i l  & M i l i ta ry G a zette) ,  
A m i n u d d i n  Sehra i  ( Jadeed N iz a m ) ,  M a u l a n a  Akhter  Al i  
K h a n  (Za m i n d a r )  a n d  o ffici a l s  of  P ress B r a n c h  ( Po l ice)  
attended the meet ing .  Accord ing  to M a nto,  except fo r 
Fa i z, t h e  rest  test i fi ed  aga inst  M a nto,  who a l ong with 
M at i n  and Anwa r was  sentenced to  t h ree m o n t h s  in  pr ison 
and fi ne b u t  l a ter  were re leased o n  b a i l .  O n  a p pea l  i n  the 
Sess ion Court,  a l l  t h e  t h re e  we re a c q u itted by the  judge 
t n ayat  U l l a h  K h a n .  

After  a l u l l  o f  s i x  yea rs a n d  recovery fro m c u l t u ra l  shock 
d u e  to  pa r ti tion ,  few S i n d h i  writers i n  1953,  s tarted 
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l i te ra ry sessio ns in K a ra c h i  but  fa i l ed  to con nect  
the mse lves with other  such  in i t iat ives e lsewhere in  S i n d h .  
E ffo rts t o  fo rm a u n i ted S i n d h i  l ite ra ry o rga n isat io n b o re 
resu l ts  i n  1956, when  S i n d h i  A d a b i  Sa ngat,  S i n d h  {SAS) was 
fo rmed and Aya z Qa d ri was e lected its fi rst Secreta ry 
G e n e ra l , who h owever res igned after  six m o nt hs .  
Afte rwa rds S h a m s h e r  u l  Hyder i  was e lected a s  Secreta ry 
Genera l  a nd he ld  t h is post fo r coming  e leven yea rs.  SAS 
p layed a l ead ing ro le  i n  the  i n te l lect u a l  m a k i n g  o f  com ing  
S i n d h i  generat io ns, not o n ly i n  the  fie l d  of  l itera t u re but  
a lso i n  cu l tu re a nd p o l it ics .  

I n  1953 ,  Karach i U n ivers ity dec ided  to d isa l low S i n d h i  a s  a 
m e d i u m  of a nswe ri ng exa m i n at ion  p a p e rs b u t  d u e  to 
o p pos i t ion from S i n d h  gove rnme nt, S i n d h  Prov inc ia l  
M us l i m  League and S i n d h i  i n te l l igents ia ,  the  dec i s ion  was 
not  i m p lemented .  However a fter  the  i m pos i t ion  o f  O ne
U n i t .i n  1955, the U n ivers i ty a d m i n istrati o n  a n no u nced that  
i t  wou ld  come in to  fo rce f rom the  exa m i na t i o n s  fo r t h e  
academic  y e a r  1957-58 .  

I n  fi rst pa rt of 19 50s, a g ro u p  of  yo ung  Ba loch gove r n m e n t  
offi c i a l s  res igned f r o m  t h e i r  j o b s  a n d  estab l i shed  a book 
shop  in  Quetta by t h e  name of 'Fi/ha/ Stationary Mart' . As 
t h e  name suggests, th i s  was a tem porary a rra ngeme nt,  t i l l  
the  g ro u p  cou ld  dec ide  and fi n a l i ze the i r  fut u re p l a n .  S i nce 
1 9 5 2-3,  the  fi rst Secret a ry G e n e ra l  of  PWA a nd t h e  
Secreta ry G e n e ra l  of  the  Co m m u n ist Pa rty o f  Pa k ista n ,  
Co m rade Sajjad  Zaheer  was be ing  produced  b efo re the  
c iv i l  cou rts i n  Quetta and  on  every h e a ring  i n  the  c o u rt, 
these young enthus iast ic  fo rmer  gove rnment  offi c i a l s  used 
to meet h im a nd conseque nt ly  PWA re -emerged i n  Quetta,  
which co nt inued its funct ion  t i l l  the  gove r n m e n t  of  
Pa k istan  b a n ned it in  1954,  a long  with C P P  a n d  other  
p rogressive o rga n izat ions l i ke  PTUF  a nd C iv i l  L ibe rt ies 
Co m m ittee .  

I n  1955 ,  S i n d h i  Ad a b i Sa ngat, (SAS) Ka ra c h i, t h ro u g h  a 
reso lu t ion  u rged u p o n  t h e  Co nst it uent  Asse m b ly that  if i t  
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was not  poss i b l e  to accept  the  S i n d h i  a s  a n  offi c i a l  
l anguage  o f  Pa k ista n ,  a t  least it shou ld  be recogn i zed as  
one  of  the  o ffi c i a l  ia ngu ages of  West  P a k ista n .  O n  the  ca l l  
of  Sangat, i ts  b ra n ches a l l  ove r S i n d h  a d o pted t h e  
reso l ut i o n s  f o r  t h e  recogn i t ion  of  S i n d h i  l a n g uage a n d  i n  
1 9 5 6  a s i gna tu re c a m pa ig n  was l a u n c h e d  i n  s u p po rt o f  t h e  
d e m a n d  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  of  s ignatu res were co l lected .  

In  the  1 3th S i n d h i  L i tera ry Confe re nce,  he ld  i n  Larka n a  
d u ri n g  Apr i l  1 9 5 6, a n  o rga n iz i ng  co m m itt e e  w a s  fo rmed t o  
p l a n  m o re a ct iv i t ies  by SAS. Th is  Co m m ittee in  i s meet ing  
he ld  i n  Hydera bad o n  1 5th J u ly,  d ec ided  to h o l  j an  A l l  
S i ndh  Conventi o n  i n  K a rac h i, wh ich  wa s he ld  on  1 7th 
October  a t  Sindh Modrosso tu/ Islam b u i l d i ng .  Th i s  
convent ion ,  a t tended  by p rogress ive a nd S i ndh i  na t iona l i st 
w riters a nd i nte l lectua ls ,  t h ro ugh  reso lu t ions  c o n d e m n e d  
the c losu re o f  S i n d h i  p r imary schoo ls  i n  Karach i  a n d  
d e m a n d e d  const i tut i o n a l  sta tus  o f  S i n d h i  la nguage ,  
rest o ra t i o n  of  o ri g i na l  s tatus  of  S i n d h i  la nguage in  
Karach i U n ive rsity, i m prove ment  of  S i n d h i  p rogra m s  fro m 
Rad io  P a k ista n,  Hyd e ra bad  a n d  wr it i ng the  n a m e s  o f  
ra i lway s t a t i o n <  ' n  S i n d h i  t h roughout  S i n d h .  

T o  p ro mote Ba loch i  l i terature a n d  c u l t u re ,  Akba r B a ra kza i ,  
M u ra d  Sah i r  a nd J u ma Khan  B a l o c h  fo u nd e d  t h e  
B a l ochAca d e m y  i n  Karach i  i n  1 9 5 8  w h ich  p u b l ished  few 
co l lect ions  of  poetry a nd a ntho log ies  of Ba loch  poets a n d  
o rga n ized  c u l t u ra l  events .  

After  the i m pos i t ion  of  M a rt i a l  Law by G e n e r a l  Ayu b  K h a n  
i n  October  1958, h i s  p ri m a ry adv i sors,  A l taf  G a u h a r  
( re po rted ly  ghost w rite r fo r Ayu b  K h a n ' s  a utob iogra p hy 
'Fr ie nds  not  M a sters ' )  a n d  M a n z u r  Qa d i r, fo r m u lated t h e  
reg ime's  c u l tura l p o l icy.  Qu drat  U l l a h  S h a h a b  w a s  the  m a i n  
force i n  a rt i cu l a t i ng  t h e  s u p po rt of  write rs a n d  
in te l lect u a l s fo r t h e  m i l i t a ry reg i m e .  

S h a h a b  wa s a lso the  a rch itect of  the  'Writers G u i l d ' ,  a 
l i terary o rg a n iza t ion  fo rmed with  t h e  s u p po rt o f  t h e  
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gove rnment  to p rese nt  t h e  ideo logica l s u p p o rt to t h e  
na t io n -state . I n  J a n u a ry 1 959,  found ing meeti n g  o f  t h e  
' Writers '  Guild of Pakistan' was conve ned at  t h e  Frere H a i l  
K a ra c h i, where m i l i t a ry d ictator G e n e ra l  Ayu b  K h a n  was 
the ch ief guest .  When the photogra p h  of Quratu l a i n  Hyder  
rece iv ing Ayu b  K h a n  p u b l ished  in  p e riod ica ls ,  Comrade  
Sajj a d  Zaheer  expressed h is  a nger i n  a lette r to h e r  from 
D e l h i . Qudrat  U l la h  S h a h a b  gave t h e  we lcome s peech, 
w h i l e  J a m i l  ud  D i n  Aa l i  was e l e cted first Secre ta ry G e ne ra l  
o f  t h e  G u i l d .  

Later, o n  S h a h a b's i n i t iat ive, the  Nat iona l  P ress  Trust was 
fi n a nced by 24 ind ustr � l ists to e rase  a n d  w i pe outany  
t races  of  i n d e pe n d e nt thoug ht .  Shahab  was  t h e  p e rson 
who wrote the  first e d i to ri a l  fo r both the  d a i l y  Pakistan 
Times a n d  d a i ly  lmroze, a fter  the  reg ime took over  t h e  
P rog ress ive Papers Ltd . ( P PL ) ,  i n  i t s  m ove to c l ea n t h e  
co u n t ry from the ' D i rty Co m m u n ists' .  Soon a fter  the  take
over, M a z h a r  A l i  Khan ,  t h e  e d itor of Pak ist a n  Tim e s  
ste pped  down i n  p rotest, A h m e d  N a d e e m  Qas m i, t h e  
l e a d i n g  U rd u  p o e t  a nd ed ito r of  lmroze fo l l owed su it ,  wh i le  
Syed S i bt - i -Hassan  was  asked  to leave.  

On 2 5th May  1959 ,  a fea tu re fi l m  'Jago Hua Sawera' was 
re leased .  Th is  was the fi rst exper iment  by the  p rogre ss ives 
in  c i n e m a -worl d .  Fa iz  A h m ed Fa iz  wrote songs a n d  
scre e n p lay fo r the  fi l m ,  wh ich  was d irected b y  A .  J .  K a rd a r. 
Th is  fi l m  d e p icted t h e  l ife of pove rty r idden  B e nga l i  
fi s h e r m e n  a nd t h e i r  struggle t o  survive. Atta u r  R e h a n  
K h a n ,  popu la r ly known as K h a n  Atta p layed a m e m o ra ble  
l ead  ro le  i n  the  f i lm,  which a l though cou ld  not be scre e n e d  
fo r m o re t h a n  th re e  d a y s  in  Kara c h i  but  w o n  t h e  G o l d  
M e d a l  i n  M o scow F i lm  Fest iva l .  

I n  1 9 6 1 ,  h istory as  a s u bject w a s  d isco ntin ued i n  Pa kista n 
a n d  wa s i n co rporated into the  textbooks o f  soc ia l  s tud ies .  
The  s tate  burea ucracy and gove rnment  a ppoin ted  
h istor ia ns  co l l ud e d  to write a histo ry, p resented  a s  
'Pa k i st a n  Stud ies' f r o m  a n  I s l a m i c  sta nce a n d  n egated a l l  
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other  i n fl u e n ces o n  peop le  a n d  the i r cu l t u re .  Th is  act  
sto pped the  deve lopment  of d e bates  and  d iscussi o n  
a m o n g  d iffe rent  schoo ls  o f  thoughts  i n  h istory .  

I n  t h is o n s l a ug ht,  Hab ib  J a l ib ,  t h e  most  voca l  l i t e ra ry vo ice  
to contest a l most  every ru ler, emerged with  a b ig  b a n g .  
J a l i b  came i nto  p ro m i n e nce w it h  h is poem 'Oostoor' 
(const i t u t ion ) , a poem writt e n  in protest  a ga i nst  t h e  1 9 6 2  
const i t ut ion ,  i m posed by the  M a rt i a l  Law Ad m i n istrator  
G e n e ra l  Ayu 1 i K h a n .  Th is  poem beca m e  the wa r-cry fo r the  
peop le,  who req uested h i m  everywh e re to  recite th i s  
poem,  which  left a dou b le - im pact o n  t h e  l i s te n e r, t h a t  o f  
the  p o e m  a n d  o f  t h e  ag i ta t i ng l a borer  J a l i b' s  t h u n d e r i n g  
voice .  J a l i b  h i mse lf  to ld  a n  i n te rv iewer t h a t  i n  o n e  
mushoiro, h e l d  a t  t h e  h i l l  sta t i o n  of  Koh- M u rree, where 
m a ny m i n isters o f  G e nera l  Ayu b  c a b i n e t  were i nv ited,  J a l i b  
bega n t o  rec ite h i s  poem Oostoor, o n  wh ich  o n e  o f  t h e  
orga n izer wh i spered in  h is e a r  t h a t  ' it  was n o t  a n  
o pport u n e  t i m e  a n d  p lace fo r t h a t  poem' ,  rep ly i ng e n  
m icrophone  J a l i b  t h u n d e red ' I  a m  n o t  a n  opportun ist'  a nd 
t he a u d ience broke i nto s loga n s  a n d  t h a t  who le  n ight  J a l i b  
reci ted h i s  a nt i -Ayub a n d  pro- peop le  poetry .  After  t h a t  
sess ion, J a l i b  w a s  ba rre d  fro m e nter ing  M u rree a re a  for 
en t i re Ayu b  gove rn m e nt per i o d .  Another  poem 'Musheer' 
(Advisor) ,  he wrote fo r fe l l ow-poet  H a feez  J a l a n d h a ri ,  w h o  
had been a p p o i nted t h e  Advisor to Ayu b  K h a n .  T h i s  k i n d  of  
poetry earned H a b i b  J a l ib ,  who was t h e  b iggest crowd 
p u l ler  in the pres id e n t i a l  e lect ion  ca m p a i g n  of F a t i m a  
J i n n a h  aga ins t  Ay u b  K h a n, t h e  t i t l e  of 'Awomi Shoir' 
( P eop les' Poet ) .  It was Ayu b  gove r n m e nt,  d u r i ng wh ich  
J a l i b was a rrested fo r t h e  f irst t ime o u t  of  ove r a dozen  
that  wo u l d  fo l low.  

Duri n g  the  Ayu b  regime,  attacks  by t h e  rig ht-w i n g  o n  the 
progressive fo rces con t i n u e d .  These we re both  physica l as  
we l l  as  i n te l l ect u a l .  Th is  per iod  saw the  e m e rgence of  
many r ight-w i n g  p u b l i cat ions ,  m a i n ly fu nded  or  otherw ise 
supported by Jomoot-i-lslomi. A p ro-Jomoot U rd u  l i tera ry 
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c ri t ic, Wa heed Qu re s h i  wrote a ser ies  o f  a rt ic les in week ly  
Zindogi under  the  t i t led  ' Toroqee-Posond Tohreek Apne 
Aoine Main ' (the progressive m ove ment  in its own m irror)  
'expos i ng'  the sed i t ious  n a t u re of  F · ogress ive Writers 
Assoc iat ion, i n  the  context  o f  the Rawa l p ind i  Consp i racy 
Case . 

O n e  f i ne  m o rn i ng Ayu b  K h a n  asked Z .  A. Bukha ri ,  the  then  
D irecto r-G e ne ra l  of Rad io  Pa kista n,  to cha nge the  n a mes 
a n d  lyr ics  of  the ragas to l s l a m i ze the c lass ica l m us ic .  The 
poor fe l low sta rted ca rry ing  out the task .  H e  v i rt u a l ly 
sta rted te l l i ng  voca l ists a nd i nst rum enta l i sts to use the  
new words  and  lyr ics a s  co ined  by h im .  Thus  Chondorkous 
beca m e  Chondkous, a n d  so o n .  Th e m usic p rod ucers were 
i nst ructed  tha t  the n a mes  o f  t hose ragas that  we re not  yet 
c h a n ged shou ld go on a i r  without n a m i ng them by 
a n n o u n c i ng that  ' . . .  Ustad Naza kat  Ali  a n d  Sa l amat  Ali K h a n  
w o u l d  s i n g  'woqt ka raga'. T h i s  awfu l exercise conti n ued  
fo r m a ny years to co m e .  

T h e  S i n d h i  l it e ra ry c i rc les ,  u n d e r  t h e  S i n d h i  A d a b i  Sa ngat,  
cont in ued  the i r  o p pos i t ion to the O n e - U nit  a n d  prepa red a 
m e m o ra nd u m  writte n i n  S i n d h i  a n d  Eng l ish ,  fo r G e nera l  
Ayub Kha n .  SAS  dec ided to d istr ib ute it in  Bh i t S h a h  o n  the  
a n n u a l  g a t h e ring  at  t he shr ine  of  Shah  Abdu l  La t i f  B h itta i .  
The offi c i a l  ce re m o n y  was schedu led to  be o pe n ed b y  the  
West  Pa kista n Governor  N a wa b of  Ka l a -Bagh .  For  th is 
occas ion a b ig  cont inge n t  of  journa l ists, i n cl ud i ng fro m 
B e n g a l  was inv i ted .  The secret po l ice came to know the  
i n tent ion  o f  S i n d h i  w rite rs,  so  they fo l l owed the l ead ing  
writers and  a ct iv ists o f  SAS, who were a b l e  to de l iver t h e i r  
m e m o ra n d u m  to the  B e ng a l i  j o u rn a l ists t h rough a c h i l d ,  
who was a lso supposed to d e l iver  i t  t o  the Gove rnor .  
H owever, pr ior  to i ts  d e l ive ry, he  was taken i nto custody 
by the  po l ice .  

O n  6t h  and 7th Februa ry 1 960, SAS Hydera bad  branch 
conve n e d  a two-day co n fe re nce at  Anne  Besant  H a l l  
( na m e d  a fter  re nowned Theosop h ist) ,  which was 
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i n a ugu ra ted by the  then S indh U n iversity Vice Cha nce l lor  
Dr. Raz i  ud d in  S idd iq u i, who a n n o u nced that  the 
U n iversity wi l l  esta b l i sh  a ' Lat if  Academy' .  E >;<pectedly, no 
progress was a p po i nted · to it ,  so SAS membe rs started 
ca m pa ign ing through the newspa pers for it .  Th is  
LatifAcademy was l ater transformed i nto I n st i tute of 
S indho logy and became an i nternat ion a l ly recognized the 
best resource center o n  I ndus  Civi l i zati o n  a nd S i n d h .  

T h e  weekly Jamhuriyat, Peshawa r, faced a rm twist ing by 
state beca use on 81h Apri l 1960, it p ub l i shed a poem with a 
t it le of 'Rehm a n  B a b a  a nd Pashto', a s  the  estab l ishment  
co nsidered p ro m oting the  l a nguages other  t h a n  U rdu  an  
an t i-state act .  , I 
To protest aga i n st the governme nt-fo rmed Sha rif 
Commission's dec is ion of  not recog n iz i ng  the S indh i  
l a nguage, the S indh i  Ada b i  Sangat  com m e m o rated the  
S i ndh i  La nguage Day  o n  g•h November  1�63,  to conde m n  
t h e  decis io n .  Po l it ic ia ns, poets, write rs � nd inte l lectua ls 
issued a jo int  statement, 'S i nce l ast  i'so yea rs S i ndh i  
l anguage is med i um of instructio n  i n  p rJmary educat ion ,  
wh i le i n  the last  n inety yea rs i t  had academic and 
exami nat ion status .  The commission's  dec is ion is unfa i r  
w i th  th e  S indh i  l a nguage,  so w e  d e m a n d  im mediate 
withdrawal  of the dec is ion' .  Among the  s ignatories of  the  
statem ent we re M a khdoom Ta l i b-u l -M o u l a ,  She ikh  Abd u l  
M ajeed S indhi, H a s h i m  Gazdar, N a w a b  K h a i r  B a khsh M a rri, 
Mas ihur  Rehman a n d  others .  

I n  1 964, c lass ica l  d a ncer G h a ns h a m  Das  fo unded 
RhythmicArtAcademy i n  K<J rath i  a nd ta ught m a ny 
students.  I n  the coming yea rs, when G enera l  Z ia  im posed 
h is  I s l amic  ru le on the peop le, he had to  leave the country 
i n  1983. 

The dec larat ion  of l ite ra ry, month ly Afkar, Karc-.<.h i , ed ited 
by Sehba Luckhnavi was cance l led in J u ne 1965,  u nder the 
Press and  P u bl icati ons  Ord i nance 1963 .  The reason g iven 
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fo r the act ion  was that the  period ica l  fa i led to a p p e a r  
consecut ive ly  fo r few m o n t h s  b u t  accord i ng t o  its ed itor, a 
specia l i ssue o n  Fa iz  Ahmed Fa i z  was p u b l i shed compr is ing 
thre e  i ssues  of  Apr i l , May a nd J u ne  1'955, which wa s the 
actu a l  reason  behind the  c losu re of  th is  pr ime U rd u  
l i tera ry maga z i n e .  With  t h e  efforts o f  Shah id  Ahmed 
Deh lvi,  the  ed itor of  a nother  l i t e ra ry magaz ine  Saqi, 
dec la rat ion  o f  Afkar was resto red two months l a ter. 

The Septe m be r  1965 war  with I n d ia beca me a testi ng po in t  
of  patr iot ism fo r the  i n te l l ige nts ia ,  when  support ing  the  
Pa kista n Army became the  d e m a n d  of the  d ay .  O n  one  
h a n d ,  m a ny poets  a nd writ e rs w e re granted  rewards a nd 
awards fo r promot ing j i ngoism, very few writers l i ke  
She i kh  Aya z d a red to cha l lenge  i t .  Ayaz  was  put  beh ind  the  
ba rs fo r wr i t ing  an  a nt i -war  p o e m ,  'He  is  Sa ngra m ,  That  i s  
N a ra i n  S h iyam ( renowned I n d i a n  S indh i  poet ) ,  h is  and  
m i ne,  la ngu age a nd nar rat ive a re same, how ca n I shoot · 

h i m ' .  

D r .  Ayu b  M i rza,  writes i n  'Hum Ke Thahra Ajnabi', a 
biogra p hy of Fa i z  Ahmed Fa i z, recogn i zed by poet h i m se l f, 
that  d u ri ng  the 1965  war  with I n d ia,  Fa iz  served the 
gove r n m e n t  o n  the  p u b l i city fro nt, a s  he had  exper ie nce of  
i t  fo r work ing  with the  Br i t i sh  Army d u ring  WWI I .  Fa iz ,  i n  a 
conve rsat ion  with M i rza to ld  t h a t  he accepted the  
gove r n m e n t  offe r as  a nat io n a l  d uty and  d id not  d raw 
sa la ry fo r i t  but  accepted  the  offi c i a l  res ide nce that  ca m e  
w i t h  i t .  

I n  1 9 6 6 ,  few B ra h u i  wr iters, m ost of  them teachers a t  a 
gove r n m e n t  co l l age i n  Quetta,  fo u nded t h e  
BrahuiAcademy to p r o m o t e  t h e i r  mothe r-to ngue a n d  
l ite ra ture created in  i t .  Moha m m e d  Kha n Ra isan i  was 
e lected its fi rst P res ide n t, w h i l e  M a h m u d  Aziz  Kurd as  Vice 
Pres ide n t .  

I n  1 9 6 7 ,  F a i z  A h m ed Fa i z  a n d  Dr .  Moham med Ruku n u d i n  
Has 'a n ( k nown a s  M R Has' a n )  fo rmed Awa m i  Ada b i  
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Anj u m an  i n  Ka ra ch i  and its ma n ifesto was s igned by the 
writers of a l l  m ajor l a nguages of Pak ista n, i nc l ud ing  Aj m a l  
Khaitak, G u i  Kha n Naseer, S h e i k h  Ayaz, I bra h i m  Joyo a n d  
H assan H ameedi .  

The manifesto, tra ns lated i nto S ind hi ,  P u njab i ,  B a loch i ,  
Pashto and  Benga l i  stated that  'We th i nk  tha t  the  progress 
of the nat iona l it ies i s  inter l inked with the d emocrat i c  
freedom. We want  that  i n  Pak istan,  wh ich  is  the  country of  
d i fferent nat iona l it ies,  such cond it ions shou ld b e  created 
that  a l l  nat iona l i ties' l anguages a nd cu l tu res  p rogress 
equa l ly without the  i n fl u ence  a nd dominat ion  of  a ny o n e  
nat iona lity. Therefore, w e  t h e  write rs, be l ieve that•  a I I  
nat iona lities shou ld  have right of se lf-dete rminat ion,  
educat ion i n  the i r  res pe ctive l anguages, which  shou ld have 
the r ight  to be a n  offi c i a l  l a nguages ... Eng l ish  shou ld  be  
rep l aced in  the offices a nd educat ion  i nstitut ions  a n d  U rd u  
shou ld  be used a s  the  l i n k/coord ina tion l a nguage betwee n 
a l l  the  regions' .  

D u ri ng Ayub Kha n G overnme nt, the Shah  of  I ra n  pa id  a n  
offic i a l  visit to La hore a n d  for h is recept ion,  Governor  
Nawab Ka labagh a sked fi l m  sta r Neelo to perform a dance 
i n  front  of the foreign d ig n itary .  The strugg l ing  a rtist at  
that  t ime, Nee lo thought that  her  d a n ce i n  the  funct ion 
would not be l i ked by her  newly fou n d  be loved R i a z  
S h a h id, h imself  a short story writer and  e m e rg ing fi l m  
d i recto r .  O n  refusa l ,  t h e  goons  sent b y  N a wab Ka labagh  
m isbehaved wi th  Neelo a nd  reportedly s l a p ped her .  I n  
utter frustrat ion, Nee lo  consumed a l a rge  n umber  of  
t ra n q u i l izers and  i n  a very ser ious con d it ion was a d m itted 
i n  a loca l hospita l .  H ab ib  J a l ib, acco m pa nying R i a z  Shah id  
w ent  to see  her  i n  hospita l a n d  o n  return com posed a 
poem pra is ing Neelo's refusa l, 'Tu Kay Nawaqif-i-Adab-i
Shahinshahi Thi, Raqs Zanjeer Pahen Kar Bhi Kiyo Jato 
Hai .. .' (You were u naware of the  oorms of the  court of  
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e m pero r, d a nce cou ld  be d o n e  with  fa sten cha ins  ... ) ,  Later 
on �e bas is  of t h is poern,  R iaz S h a h i d  made a fea t u re fi l m  
o n  a Patest i n i a n  g i r l ,  t i t led Zarqa a n d  m a rr ied Nee lo .  

As S i n d h i, Ba loch ,  Patha n a nd especia l ly Benga l i  
i n te l l ige nts ia  sta rted ce lebra t ions  of  t he u ndo ing o f  O ne
U n i t  in 1969, an inte l lectua l o n s l a ug h t  fro m a secti o n  of  
P u nja b i  acad emi a  was l a u nched a g a i n st the m .  In  th is  
regard ,  N ia z  M o h a m med Kh a n  took  the  lead and pub l i shed  
h is two- p a rt a rt ic le  u n d e r  the  h ea d l i ne 'Let P u nja b a l so 

· spea ks' i n  d a i ly  Pakistan Times on 2 8th J a n u a ry a n d  6th 
February 1970.  I n  t hese a rti c les, he sta ted that  d u ri ng the 
O ne-U n it, the  P u njab  had  no  spec ia l a dva ntage a nd n o  
p roper  vo ice, s o  i t  was p o rt ra yed  a s  t h e  exp lo i ter .  

In  a nother  a rt ic le ,  he strongly reacted aga inst the  d e m a n d  
of  the  Bahawa l p u r  province a n d  advised fe l low P u nj a b i s  
that  t hey shou ld  not  beco m e  a po loget ic  towa rds Benga l i  
n a rra tive that  th ey were be ing  exp lo ited by P u nja b . La te r, 
N ia z  fou n d e d  a l itera ry o rg a n i za t io n ,  Punjabi Literary 
League, with the fi na nc ia l  s u p p o rt o f  the b ig i nd ustr ia l  
Se hga l  fa m i l y  and  p u b l i"shed the P u njab i  t ra n s la tion  o f  
K o r a n  a n d  a P u njab i  novel  by N a n a k  S i ngh .  I n  j u stifica t ion  
of  t hese p u b l icat ions,  he  a rgued  t h a t  they  were supporters 
of g reater P u njab  with I s l a m a s  the  re l igio n .  League a l so 
l a u nched ·a P u njab i  month ly 'Punjabi Zaban'  with Dr .  
Rasheed Anwar  as  i ts  ed itor, who had written a gender
b iased,  a n t i-wo m a n  a nt h e m  d u r i ng  the 1965 war  with  
I n d ia ,  w h ich sa id  that  'The war  is  the  game of swords a n d  
i t  i s  n o t  a p lay for women' .  

I n  these  c i rcu m stances, the  P u nj a b i  i n te l lectua ls  u n d e r  
N a j a m  H u ssai n Syed a n d  others fa ced a n d  t ried to a n swer  
the q uest i o n  of the  P u nja b i  i de nt ity and  a nat io n a l  h e ro 
a nd l a u nched P u njab i  magaz ine  'Rut-Lekha' a nd re
d iscove red the P u nja b i  poet 5 h a h  H ussa in ,  who in the love 
fo r h i s  yo u n g  H i n d ube loved boy M a d ho La l ,  beca m e M a d h u  
La l H u ssa i n  a n d  t h e  peasant  rebe l  D u l la Bhatt i .  
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U nder  t h is newly fo unded love fo r nat iona l  ide nt ity, the 
P u njab i  writers on 2 61h M a rch 1971, gathe·red in  fron t  of 
Pak  Tea House o n  the Mal l  Roa d La hore to jo in  the  a n nua l  
ce lebrat ions of Shah H u ssa i n .  Although every_ yea r P u njab i  
writers had  to e n ter the shr ine of Shah H ussa i n  d a ncing 
Bha n gra, the t rad it iona l  Punjabi  da nce, but  th is  yea r few 
a mong them,  especia l ly  Ahmed Sa l i�,  who just  few days 
ago had writte n a poem on the massacre of Benga l i s  o n  
3rd .  M a rch,  req ue·sted fe l low write rs to postpone  t h e  
Bhangra ce lebrat ions a nd instead o f  t h a t ,  pass a reso lut ion  
co ndemn ing  the k i l l i ngs of Benga l i s .  B u t  majority of writers 
d id not agreed with Ahmed Sal im. Few d ays la ter,,., Ahmed 
Sa l im wrote a nother  poem -aga inst the  m i l ita ry operat ion 
i n  Benga l , which was pub l ished by 'l(r· Has 'an ,  I n  t h e  
fo rtnight ly A wami A waz, Karachi,  b o t h  the  p-0..et a-00 -e-dittrr 
were a rrested a nd awa rded one yea r sente nce each by a 
m i l ita ry cou rt .  I n  h i s  poem Ahmed Sa l im had a d d ressed 
P u njab i  Sufi poet S h a h : : 'Jssa i n, 

'La l  H ussa i n !  9 La lon 's  k in ,  
R i se U p !  In  Benga l  yo u r  Madhos a re be ing massacred 
They shot  at the songs of Lalon t ime a n d  aga i n  
I n  48, i n  52 a n d  la ter  o n  too ... 
And today they a re a b laze with the  songs of Tagore a n d  
Nazru l  
R ise up La l  H ussa in ,  Madho is  lone ly, e m brace h i m .  
Com bat  with yo u r  songs t h e  bu l let  whist l i n g  towa rds h i m  
Get  up  La l H u ssa i n ,  
D u l l a  B hatt is  o f  Be nga l a re fi l i ng u p  
G e t  u p  poet,  where have you left yo u r  g u n ?  
M y  poet, the n i g h t  grows l o n g  without  M a d ho' .  

Habib Ja l ib  a lso ra ised his  voice aga i nst . th is  i n h u m a n  
o perat ion and  sa id ,  ,·M o ha ba t  gol iyon s e  bo rahe ho/wata n 
ka cha h ra khoon se d lio ra he �o/ g u m a n  t u m  ko ke rasta 
kat raha ha i/ yaqeen  m ujh  ko kem a n zi l  kho ra he  ho'  (you 

.a re sowing love wi�h b u l lets/ washing the face of country 

<' 
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with  b lood/ you a re p res u m i n g  it is a way forwa rd/ I a m  
s u re you a re los ing the  dest ina t ion ) .  

Acco rd i n g  to sen ior  left ist  worker and  l a ter  jou rna l is t  
Ba b a r  Aya z, a s  the m i l i ta ry operat ion  i n  Benga l  sta rted i n  
M a rch 1 9 7 1, h e  a long with Com m u n ist poet  H a ss a n  
H a m e e d i  a nd t ra d e  u n ion lea d e r  A i zaz  N a z i r  met  t h e  
lea d i n g  S i n d h i  poet She ikh Ayaz to i nvite h i m  for a p rotest 
meet ing i n  S u kk u r. He  turned them away, saying tha t  t h e  
m i l i ta ry w i l l  not  to lerate a n y  s u c h  m eet i ng cha l le n g i ng i t s  
operat ion  i n  E a s t  Pak i sta n a n d  t ha t  t h e y  we re c r a z y  to t a k e  
a s ta n d  aga inst m i l ita ry m ight .  

S i n d h i  poet A nwa r P i rzado, a p i l o t  with Pak is tan  A i r  Force 
was sentenced  by field court m a rt i a l  a n d  was d isqua l i fied 
for l i fe fro m acqu i ri ng a n y  government  job, a ft e r  he wrote 
a letter to som e  of h is fa m i ly m e m b e rs, resen ti ng  t h e  
m i l it a ry o pe rat ion  i n  Benga l .  After c o m plet ing h i s  c o u rt 
m a rt ia l sente n ce,  he jo i ned the  Com m u n ist Pa rty o f  
Pa k istan a n d  h i s  a ncestra l v i l l age B h a l ra ij i ,  o n  t h e  b a n k  o f  
R ive r I n d us a n d  n e a r  to M o h e njo-Da ro w a s  n i ckna med a s  
' L itt le M oscow' b y  friends  a nd foes  a l ike.  

Befo re jo i n i ng  journa l i sm,  Anwa r worked with Soviet 
�u l tura l/ l nfo rm at ion Center a n d  t ra ns la ted  i nt o  S i n d h i, 
thefa m o us court statem e nt, 'The H istory  Wi l l  A b so lve M e' 
b y  F i d e l  Castro.  He  a lso  t ra ns lated t h e  poetry of  P a b lo  
Neruda into S indh i  a nd became the m ost  learned 
inte l lectu a l  o n  M o h e njo-Da ro, R i ve r  I n d u s  and the  poetry 
of S h a h  Lat if. 

D u r i n g  the  month  of  August, t h e  left workers d istr ibuted a 
p a m p h let  cond e m n i n g  the  m i l ita ry o pe rat ion,  p red ict ing  
that  t h e  cou ntry would brea k i f  i t  i s  n ot, stopped  
i m med iate ly .  I n  the  fo l low-up of  the  d i st r ibut ion  of  t h i s  
p a m phlet,  the  po l i t ica l  workers a s  w e l l  t h e  l iterary fig u res  
were be ing  rounded u p  a l l over S i n d h .  She ikh Ayaz  a nd 
lea d i ng S i n d h i  story write r a n d  t rans la tor  Rasheed B hatt i  
were a mo ng those a rrested from S u k k u r. I n  t h e  Sukkur  
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Centra l J a i l ,  S h e i k h  Ayaz wrote a pr ison d a i ry, bes ides  
com pos ing poetry .  I n  h i s  d a i ry, h e  wr i tes  that  when  i n  an  " 
at te m pt to save t h e i r  i ives Benga l i s  were cross ing t h e  
border  to I n d ia ,  a n d m a ny m o re i n c l u d i n g  w ri ters a n d  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w e r e  b e i n g  k i l l ed ,  Fa i z  Ahmed F a fz c h a i re d  a 
l ive progra m o n  t h e  Rad io  Pa kistan, u n d e r  t h e  s u bject  l i ne 
'Ghalib Ki Darbar-i-Aam' (The ma ngo court of M i rza 
G h a l i b ) .  A l tho ugh t h i s  a l leged a ct of  Fa i z, could not be 
ve rifi ed ,  but or 10th Dece m b e r  1 9 7 1 ,  the gove r n m e n t  
backed Wri ters'  G u i l d  convened i t 's  a m ee t i n g  i n  Ka rach i  
a nd accord i n g  to  U r d u  d a i ly  Jang of 1 21h Dece m b e r, 
a d d ress ing  the  m ee t i ng,  the  Le n i n  Peace P ri ze  awarded,  
Fa i z  Ahmed Fa i z  con d e m n ed the  Sov iet  Un ion  a nd I nd i a  fo r 
i n t e rfe r ing  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a ffa i rs o f  Pa kista n ,  by  
c r co u rag ing and  su p p o rt i ng  re b e l l io n  i n  t h e  East  Benga l .  
Two other  ' p rogress ive' wr i ters a n d  i n te l lectua l s  Syed 
M o h a m m e d  Taq i  a n d  I b ra h i m  Ja lees  a l so a d d ressed t h e  
meet i ng  a n d  s u p ported the  m i l i ta ry o p e ra t i o n  i n  t h e  
Be nga l .  

O n  1 21 h Dece m b e r, t h e  Afro-As ia n Peop les' So l i da rity 
Co m m ittee convened  a meet ing  to  con d e m n  the fore ign  
i n te rve nt ion  i n  the  Eas t  Be nga l .  Add ress ing  the  m e et i ng,  
Faiz Ahmed Faiz s a i d  t h a t  the m ove m e n t  fo r the so-ca l l ed  
Beng l adesh  was  an  i n t e rvent ion  i n  the  i n te rna l  a ffa i rs o f  
the  Pa kista n .  I n  h i s  speech,  h e  tha n ked  C h i n a  fo r 
s u p po rt i ng Pa k ista n a n d  c o n d e m n e d  Soviet  U n ion ,  who 
a cco rd i n g  to h im had ignore d  the  true sp i r i t  of  Soc ia l i sm 
and r ight  o f  se l f  d e t e r m i na t ion ,  a nd was s u p po rt i ng  the  
I n d i a n  a gg ress io n i n  E a st Benga l .  I nterest ing ly,  a l l  o t h e r  
speakers of  t h i s  m e e t i n g  w e r e  sta u n c h  M us l i m  League 
supporte rs, who had a l ways op posed .F a i z  and h is  
p h i losophy .  

On t h e  m o rn i n g  o f  2 61h M a rch 1 9 7 1, a g ro u p  of  Be nga l i  
ra d io  perso n a l  sto p pe d  the  broadcast ing  of  C h i ttagong 

· ra d io  stat ion ,  which was re lay ing M a rt i a l  Law o rd e rs fro m 
D h a k a .  They set  u p  Sadhini Bang/a Biplobi Kendra o r  Free 
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Bengal  Revo lut ionary Rad io  at Ka lughat ,  where t h e  Rad io  
Ch ittagong tra nsmitter was  located,  a n d  started 
b roadcast ing d i rect ly fro m there! ra l ly ing  people to defy 
the Pak ista n Army.  Two declarat ions of the i n d e pe ndence 
of  Bengladesh were made from th is  re b e l  rad io .  

To pour s a l t  o n  t h e  in jur ies,  the  mi l i tary officia l s  i nvited 
U rd u  poets fro m the West Pakista n a n d  u n d e r  heavy 
mi l ita ry guard;  few poetry recitat ion sessions were he ld  in  
Dhaka Ca ntonment, where Syed Zamir  Jaffery, Sehba 
Akhter, D i lawa r Figa r a nd others recited their  'patriotic' 
poetry. During o ne s uch sessio n, a sudden  b a n g  c reated 
panic a mong the poets and when they ca me to know that  
it was  a bomb b last ,  few o f  them forgot the i r  own poetry .  
Dur ing m i l i tary ope

.
ration ,  a s  14th August (cele brated as  

Pa kistan's  I n depe ndence Day)  came,  a poetry recitat ion 
session was o rganized  in the  studio o f  Radio Pakistan 
Dhaka Stat ion,  cha ired by G e ne ra l  Niazi ,  where every poet 
wa s thoroughly sea rched by  sold iers b e fo re e nter ing the 
studio.  /' 

I 
During the  m i l i tary o pe ra tion i n  East Bengal ,  Pakistan Army 
and its supported a rmed civi l i an  vol u nteers k i l led 
hui;idreds  of  Bengal i  write rs, journa l ists, a rtists, eng inee rs 
a nd doctors. Sha heed u l l ah  Kaiser, a novelist a n d  the  
Pres ident  of  the East Pa kistan U n ion  of  J o u rn a l ists was one  
of  the m .  Dr.a k� Rewound,  the  special  correspondent  o f  
news age ncy I P I ·  w a s  in  Dhaka ti l l  Decem be r  1971,  when 
a lo ng with others h e  was also forced out o f  country, i n  o n e  
of  h i s  reports, d escribed t h e  disa ppeara nce o f  Ka ise r o n  
_1 5th Decem ber a t  6 .30 in the eve ning .  He writes, 'The city 
wa s Under  cu rfew a nd five Un-un iformed a rmed volu'riteers 
entered the house of  Shaheedul lah  K a iser. · H is  b rother  
Zaka �iya Ha b ib ,  a loca l  t rader, asked them who they were 

- looking fo r. He was a s ked to  put his h a nds-UP.,_ a n d  by 
point ing the g u n  everybody was a sked to �· l ine-up .  
Afterwa rds they stormed into the  room o f  Ka iser a n d  
asked h im h i s  ident ity.  Af\er t h e  qw,flrmat ion of h is  
ident ity, they a sked h im to acco m pa ny.:therrt. H e  inqu i red  

;· 
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where h e  was being taken but  got no  respo n s e .  Aft e r  
gett i ng  Ka iser ,  t h e y  left Za ka riya , who o n e  h o u r  a fte r t h e i r  
d e p a rture, t e l e p h o ned  m a n y  Pa kistan  Army o ffi c i a l s  a n d  
w a s  conso led  b y  a b riga d i e r  a nd a l o c a l  com m a n d e r  t h a t  
h e  h a d  noth i ng to wo rry a bout .  F e w  professo rs a n d  
journa l ists w e re a lso be ing  taken  into custody a n d  t h e y  
w i l l  be  taken  ca re-off. 

Sha heed u l l a h  Ka iser was never  seen  a g a i n ' .  

B o rn i n  1 9 2 3 ,  i n  a v i l l age of  Nawakha l i  d istr ict, A b u  
N a y e e m  M o h a m med S h a h eed u l l a h  w a s  attracted t o  
M a rx ism fro m h is e a rly  age,  w h i l e  h e  w a s  a stud e n t  a t  
Ko l ka ta P res idencyCo l lege a nd later  j o i n e d  C o m m u n is t  
P a rty of East  Pa kista n .  Aft e r  Pa k ista n c a m e  i nto b e i ng ,  
beca use of h i s  po l i t ica l s tance,  h e  was a rrested m a n y  
t i m e s .  H e  p layed a major  ro le  i n  t h e  La nguage M o ve m e n t  
o f  1 9 5 2  a n d  was a rrested o n  3rd J u ne 1952  a n d  s p e n t  t h re e  
a nd a h a l f  yea rs i n  p rison .  Then  i n  1955,  h e  was  a ga i n  
a rrested ,  o n  1 4th Octob e r  1958,  just o n e  w e e k  a ft e r  
G e n e ra l  Ayu b  K h a n  i m p osed  M a rt i a l  Law, h e  w a s  a r res ted  
fo r t h i rd t ime  fo r fo u r  years and  was re leased  i n  
Se pte m be r  1962 . D u ring  t h is ti m e, h e  wrote two b o o k s  
fro m p r i s o n ,  a n o v e l  a n d  a p rison d a i ry .  H is t h i rd  book  was  
a bo u t  t h e  rura l  a nd po l i ti ca l  l i fe of  Be nga l d u r ing 1 9 30-40 .  
I n  tota l h e  h a d  ten  p u b l i shed  books  to h i s  c re d it .  I n  1970 ,  
h e  b e c a m e  the  J o i n t  Ed i tor  of Be nga l i  d a i ly Sangbad a n d  
was e l e cted P re s ident  o f  the  East  Pa kista n U n i o n  o f  
J o u r n a l i sts fo r two years .  H e  p layed a major  ro le  i n  t h e  
t h re e-wee k  str ike  by journa l ist  co m m u n ity i n  1970 .  O n e  o f  
h i s  brothers, Za h i r  R a i h a n, a n ove l ist a n d  fi l m  d i rector  w a s  
a lso k i l l ed  d u ri n g  the  c iv i l  wa r of 1 9 7 1 .  

M o h a m m e d  Za h i r u l l a h  ( better known a s  Za h i r  Ra i h a n ) ,  was  
born  o n  1 9th A ugust  1 9 3 5, l ived o n ly to be  3 7, b u t  l eft  h i s  
m a rk w i th  h i s  wo rk .  After  c o m i n g  back  fro m K o l kata ,  
fo l lowing  the  p a rti ti o n  of 1947,  Zah i r  obta i n e d  a post
g rad uate  d e g re e  in  B e n ga l i  L ite r�tur:e a n d  bega n work i ng  

. . .  
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a s  j o u r n a l i st .  After  i n it i a l ly  writ ing short stor ies ( i n sp i re d  
b y  h i s  bro t h e r  S h a h e e d u l la h ) , he ventu red  i n t o  fi l m s  as  a n  
assistant  i n  1 9 5 9  a n d  m a d e  h i s  d i rector ia l  d e b u t  i n  1 960. 
Fo ur  yea rs l a ter  i n  1 9 64, he  m a d e  Pak istan 's  f i rst co lor  
movie  and c o m p leted  h is  fi rst c i n e m a scope movie  t h e  
fo l lowing yea r. 

I t  was t h e  s u bject  m a tter  of  h is  work howeve r t h a t  
separated h i m  fro m h i s  contem porar ies,  Ra i h a n  h a d  stro ng 
na t iona l ist be l i e fs, a n d  i t  reflected sha rply in  h i s  work .  He  
was o n e  of the  fi rst few to back t h e  move of  v io l a t i ng 
c u rfew o n  t h e  fa tefu l  d a y  of  2 1st Febru a ry 1 9 5 2 ,  a n d  wrote 
a s t r i k ing  nove l on  the move m e nt,  w h i l e  i n  j a i l  on b e i n g  
a rrested fo r par t i c ipa t ion  i n  the  move m ent .  

At t h e  ti m e  of  c iv i l  war  i n  1 9 7 1, h e  was  t h e  G e n e ra i  
Secreta ry o f  Bang la d esh L iberat ion  C o u n c i l  o f  
I n t e l l i ge nts ia ,  a n d w a s  ma king h i s  f i rst E n g l i s h  fi l m ,  a 
p roject  wh i ch  he  a ba ndoned to m a ke h is  most nota b le 
work, the  docu m e n ta ry Stop Genocide, d e p i c t i ng  t h e  
at roc i t ies b y  t h e  a rm e d  fo rces.  

After  ret u r n i n g  fro m M uj i bnagar, ( H e a d q u a rters  of  ex i l ed  
Benga l  gove rnment )  Ra i h a n ,  i n  search  fo r h i s  b roth e r  
Sha heed u l l ah ,  fo rmed a n  i nvestigat i o n  com m i ttee ,  with  
E n aya t u ll ah ,  M o u d u d  Ah med,  Syed Hassan  I m a m, A m i ru l  
I s l a m  a n d  o t h e rs a s  m e m be rs .  O n  301 h J a n ua ry 1 9 7 2, h e  
w e n t  t o  M i rp u r, a strong base of  B i h a ri s  a n d h i d i ng 
P a k ista n i  so ld ie rs .  H e  was seen look ing fo r h i s  b rother' s  
body at  t h e  Mi rpur  M ass G rave, where many  in te l l ec tua l s  
were  k i l l ed  a n d  bur ied .  N o  o n e  saw h i m  a l ive a fter  tha t .  

D h a k a  U n ive rs i ty Professo r  Anwa r Pasha  wrote a novel  
'R i f le ,  Bread,  Women'  d u r ing the  n i n e - m o n t h  c iv i l  wa r 
per iod i n  1 97 1 .  H e  esca ped death ,  w h e n  h i s  ho use, 
s i tuated in the U n iversity campus  was ra ided by the a rmy 
d u r ing t h e  m i l it a ry o pe ra t i o n .  Later, he  was not  be so 
l uc kyd ur ing  Dece m be r  a n d  was k i l led by the c o l l a b o rators 
o f  Pak is tan  Army.  
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The a rmy a ttacked D h a ka U niversity c a m pus and  
systemati ca l ly k i l led the  B e ng a l i  i n te l l igentsia . P rofessor 
Faj i l u r  R eh m an  a n d  his two re iat ives were k i l led  at Bu i id ing 
23,  situated a t  N i l khet .  H is  wife esca ped death a s  she was 
out of the country. P rofessor Rash id u l  H assa n i n it i a l l y  
s a ved h i s  l ife b y  h id ing, when h i s  house wa s ra ided b y  the 
a rm y  but later  he  too was k i l led  by the pro-Pa kista n 
e l e m ents. 

Abdu l  M uktad i r, Professor of  Geology was k i l led by the  
a rm y; h i s  body was found  a t  Iqba l  Ha l l .  He  was  buried at  
Pa l tan  by h i s  re lat ives. P rofessors A R Khan  Khad im a nd 
Sharafat Al i  of the  Mathematics department  were k i l led  i n  
Dhaka Ha l l .  

When  Jagan na t h  H a l l ,  a student  dorm itory for H indu  
students  was at tacked, nearby U n iversity Staff Qua rte rs 
were a lso a ttacked.  Here Ex-P.rovost a n d  Ph i losophy 
Pro fessor Dr.  Gob indra Cha nd ra Dev, with h is  adopted 
M us l im d a ughte r's h usband  were k i l l ed .  Dr .  A. N. M .  
M a nirujjam a n, P ro fessor o f  -Stat istics, a lo ng with his  son 
and two rel atives was k i l led;  Professor Jyotirmoy 
G uh a t h a ku rta ,  the provost of J a ga n nath  H a l l  was severely 
i njured in a rmy attack a nd died in hospit a l .  Accord ing to 
few eyewitnesses, the doctors at 
Ohak a M e d ica l Co l l egeHosp ita l recog n ized Dr. G u hathakurta 
and buried h im under  a t re e  nea r Dha k a M ed ica l U n ivers ity . 
Assista nt h ouse tutor Anudoipayon B h a ttach a rya was a lso 
k i l led a t  th i s  dormitory. Sympathies with nat io n a l  
l iberat ion m ovem e nt . le d  t o  a rrest wa rra nts b e i n g  issued 
aga inst Dr. Abul Khayer, Dr. Rafiq u l  I s l am, Dr.  K .  A.  M .  
5a l ahudd in, Ahsan u l  Ha que, G iasudd in  Ahmed, Jawahru l  
Haque and M.  S h a h i d u l l a h  a nd i n  a few cases they were 
a lso c a rried out. P rofessor Abdur Razza k (pol it ica l 
scienti st) was sentenced for 14 yea rs for supporti ng the 
movement.  

Afte r  M a rc h  1 9 7 1, DhakaUn i�rsity was without any Vice 
C h an ce llor, a s  in e a rly M a rch,  the  Vice Chance l lor J ustice 
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A b u  Sayed Chowd ha ry was at Ge neva attend ing  U N  
H u m a n itar ia n Co nfe re nce.  I n  the m id o f  M a rc h, h e  read 
news a bout  the  death  o f  his two stud ents and ·i m me d iate ly  
sent h is resignat io n to co ncern a uthorit ies and  f led  to 
London,  where h e  wo rked fo r the l i berat i o n .  After 
Ba ng ladesh  came i n t o  be ing, he beca me country's second  
Pres ident .  

After Ba ng ladesh  came in to  bei ng, the esta b l i s h m e nt ,  
espec ia l ly  Pa k i sta n Army sta rted effo rts to re m ove a l l  s igns 
o f  Benga l  fro m the co l lect ive memories of  the peop le .  I n  
th i s  connecti o n, a n  exa m ple can  be c ited o f  10th J a n u a ry 
1972 ,  when the scree n i n g  ·of a five-m i n ute fi lm o n  P a k ista n 
Te lev is ion o f  the P a kista n-�1Army surrender  i n  D h a ka ,  
created a furor a l l  over the  co untry b y  t h e  r ight  wing .  Two 
days l a ter, d e b u n k i n g  the cr i t ic ism on the exh ib it i o n  of the 
fi l m ,  Federa l I nformat ion  M i n ister Abd u l  Hafeez P i rzado  
sa id  that  the peo p le m u st know the t ruth  and  shun  the  
'ostr ich- l i ke '  a tt i tude .  But  regard less of a l l  t hese ta l l  ta l ks, 
the fi l m  was never screen-ed aga in ,  as  the Armed Fo rces 
were not ready  to be  exposed in the eyes of peop le . ,  

Soon,  the o ffic i a l  n a rrat ive fo r the Benga l  c r i s i s  . surfaced,  
accus i ng the fo re ign forces, especia l ly  I nd i a  fo r the 
l i berat ion of Ba ng la desh  and never a d m itted the  h i sto rica l 
struggle by Benga l i s .  The r ight-wing writers a n d  ret i red  
m i l ita ry and  b u rea ucracy offic ia l s  sta rted writ i ng books  
a nd a rt ic le  o n  Benga l  s i tuat ion, i n  tow o f  the o ffi c i a l  
sta nce . 

.. 

At t h is c ri t ica l juncture of  country's h istory, the  m aj ority of  
p rogress ive and l i be ra l  in te l lectua l s  a n d  writers fo l lowed 
and p ro pagated the  offi c i a l  na rrative or kept  s i l ence o n  
Benga l s i tuat io n .  

T h e  m'ost ce lebrated voice o f  p rogress ives i n  Pa k ista n ,  Fa i z  
Ahmed Fa iz ,  who h a d  been tra ns lated i nto B e ng a l i  
espec ia l l y  b y  Ra ne?h Das  G u pta a n d  Bash i r  A l -He la l ,  was 
p a rt of  the f i rst  o ffic ia l Pak istan i  de legat ion ,  u nder  
P res ident  B h utto, v i s i t i ng  Dha ka  a fter Bang l adesh  came 
into  be ing .  D u ri ng h i s  s tay  i n  D h a ka ,  h i s  .o l d  frie n d  a n d  
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ce lebrated Be nga l i  short sto ry , w ri te r Showket  Usm a n  
refused t o  m e e t  h i m ,  as  i n  h i s  o p i n ion ,  F a i z  h a d  not  
protested aga inst the  m i l i ta ry o p e ra t ion  and k i l l i ng of  
Be nga l is .  O n  h i s  re t u rn fro m D h a ka ,  Fa i z  wrote one  of  h i s  
fa mous G h aza ls, 'Hum Ke Thohre Ajnobi . .  . '  ( W e  re m a i n e d  
stra nge rs) ,  i n  one  of  i t s  sta nza ,  F a i z  a ski 1115 'They (West  

· Pak ist a n is )  a re be ing  cons idere d  stranger,s a fter  so m a ny 
hospitab le  t reats, , , ' . Now, how o n e  ca n to le ra te  
such 'hosp i tab le  trea ts' by c iv i l i a n  a nd m i l i ta ry ru le rs a l i ke 
towa rds Benga l i  popu l a ti o n  fo r 2 4-ye a rs?  

Fa i z  c l a r if ied to  h i s  b iogra p h e r  Dr .  Ayu b  M i rza  tha t  he  wa s 
under  no p ressure i n  i ssu ing  state m e nt s  aga i nst  I nd i a  a n d  
Ru ssia i .n t h e i r  sta nce d u ring  t h e  Be nga l c iv i l  war  a s  h e  
co ns idered t h e  secur i ty of  h i s  c o u n t ry a su preme goa l .  

The most d isgust ing a n d  p a i n fu l  b o o k  b y  a n y  n o n-r ight
wing wr it e r  h a d  been  'Zinda Bahar Lone' by Fa h m id a  R i a z .  
I n i t i a l l y  wr i tten i n  U r d u  a s  'Zinda Bahar' p u b l i shed  i n  
l i te rary journ a l  Aoj, Karach i, i n  1 9 9 0  a n d  l a te r  t ra n s l a ted  
in to  Eng l i sh ,  t h i s  m o ntage of t rave logue,  repo rtage a n d  
subjective mono logue i s  a bout  t he U rd u  fe ma le-poet 's  f i rst  
ever v is i t  to  D h a ka i n  Decem b e r  1 9 8 9 .  Nowhere in t h is 
158- page book,  she  utters even a s i ng le  word a bo u t  t h e  
k i l l i ng of  n o t  o n l y  t h e  co m m o n  Benga l i s  b u t  t h e  wr i ters 
a n d  poets d u ri ng the  n i ne-month  l o n g  c iv i l  wa r. I n  t h i s  
lwok, she  is  p l e a d i n g  a n d  a rg u i n g  t h e  case o f  B i ha ris, ·neve r 
cons id e ri ng  t h e  fe e l i ngs of her  t e m po rary a n d  p e rm a n e nt 
hosts Benga l i s  a n d  S i n d h is) who cons ider  t h e m  m u rd e re rs 
of t h e i r  peop le , a nd who were/a re not  ready  to a ss i m i l a te 
i n  Benga l  o r  i n  S i n d h, w ho accord ing  to he r, h a ng 'th re e  
t imes  l a rger  t h a n  l i fe s i z e  p ict u re of  G e nera l  Z i a ' ,  o n  t h e  
wa l l  of  t h e i r  co m m u n i ty office i n  t h e  M o h a m me d - P u r  
Ca m p .  I n  p ro m ot ing offi c i a l  a nt i - H i n d u/ I n d i a  stance a n d  
consp i racy beyo nd the  l i berat ion  of  Ba ng ladesh ,  s h e  out  of 
context descr ibes  the deta i l s  of · a nt i-S i kh  r iots i n  D e l h i  
d u r ing 19 84, w h ic h  beco mes  d iffi c u l t  fo r her  rea d e r  t o  
con nect w i t h  t h e  b o o k  o n  D h a k a-jou rney.  T o  p o u r  sa l t  o n  
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the wounds g iven by the superior m e nta l ity of West 
Pa kista n is, she ded icates this book to some u n k nown 
I n d i a n  B i h a ri resea rcher 'Papaiya' who had done som e  
resea rch work on  B ihari ca mps i n  Ba ngladesh.  

I n  h is  a utobiography 'Leaving The Left Behind' Syed 
J a m a ludd in  N aqvi  c la ims that h e  was assigned the  work of 
the l ia iso n person with their  counter parts i n  East Pakistan 
Co m mu n ist Pa rty d u ring 1 960s a n d  i n  that  period, ti ll t he  
Eastern part b roke a wa y  fro m Pak ista n, he  made m o re 
t h a n  40 t r ips to Dhaka,  b u t  i n  th is  262-page book, he  shies 
away fro m giving deta i ls  of the  communist/progressive 
movements in t h e n  E a st Pak ista n .  I nstead of . that  he 
descr ibes the s ituat ion of the region in  no more deta i l  or 
depth tha n a ny m a instream p ro-Pakistan bourgeois ie 
newspaper's  editori a l  pages.  

Za m ir N iaz i ,  d id  an excel lent a rch iva l work, by  record ing  
the h istory of  suppression of  freedom of  expression by  
state and  non-state forces but  unfortunate ly his  books The 

Press in Chains, The Press Under Siege a n d  The Web of 

Censorship, ment ion East  Pak istart a s  a pass ing refe rence  
i n  jus t  coup le of p a ra gra phs with noth ing  a bout  the k i l l i ng  
of Benga l i  journa l ists a n d  med ia  persons  d ur ing the  civii 
wa r. 

The vast m ajor ity of the progress ive e lements, inc luding 
the M a rxists of  a l l  shade s, kept  s i lence o n  the  issue of  the 
m assa cre i n  Benga l, few a mong those who rose to the 
occas ion and  ra ised the ir  voice aga inst the m i l i tary a ct ion 
were fu l l  of  advices to the mi l i tary j unta that  i f  the mi l it a ry 
operat ion  was not stopped immediate ly, the country 
wou ld  b rea k-up but  none  among  them ra ised the  issue of 
r ight to self determ i na t ion,  a s  they had been demand ing 
for other  Asia n, African  a n d  Lat in  American n ations.  

Less t h a n  a yea r  of B a ngladesh coming i nto be ing, the 
l i terary c irc les  were surprised, rather  shocked at  the 
l au nch of the U rd u  trans la tion of a Bengal i  novel 'The Wife 
of Captain', by Sha heedu l l ah  Kaiser, who had  been k i l led 
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dur i ng  t h e  m i l it a ry o perat i o n .  The Urdu  t ra ns la t ion  wa s 
done  by t h e  p rogressive Urdu  poet a n d  sto ry-write r 
Saeeda G a z d a r  a n d  p u b l i shed  by K u t u b  P u b l i she rs L im ited,  
Ka ra c h i ,  u n d e r  the t i t l e  'Mal/oh Ki Biwi', which  m e n t i o n s  
Sha heed u l l a h  a s  a m a rtyr.  T h e  l e a d i n g  j o u rn a l is t  M a h bo o b 
J a m a l  Zah id i  w rote a n  emot io n a l  i nt roduct ion  to the  nove l  
and  t h e  wr i ter .  

The seco n d  book  which  h igh l ights t h e  a t roc i t ies  aga i nst  t h e  
Benga l i  n a t io n i s  a t ra n s la te d  c o m p i l a t i o n  i n  S i n d h i  o f  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d i a  re po rts, p u b l i shed  by Pa k i s tan  Forum,  
Ca n a d a  'Joiki Bengal Soon Thiyo ' (A l l  That  H a p pened  w i t h  
Be nga l ) .  Acco rd ing  to so m e  accou nts, i t  was  t ra ns lated b y  
t h e  M a rxist i n te l lectua l Dr .  Feroz Ahmed ,  tho ugh the  boo k 
i tse lf  does not  ca rry t h e  n a m e .  The book  com prises o f  t h e  
repo rts b y  S i m o n  D ri ng,  M i c h a e l  La u re nt,  M a lco im  B ro w n  
a nd An�hony M a sca renhas .  A l l  of  t h e m  h a d  p u b l ished t h e i r  
eye wit ness a cco u nts  of  the  i n i t i a l  d a y s  o f  t h e  m i l i ta ry 
o pe ra t i o n ,  befo re a l l  of them,  except A n t h o ny were 
expe l l e d  from P a k ista n .  

The i ssue rega rd i n g  t h e  s ta tus  o f  S i n d h i  l a nguage wit h i n  
S i n d h  p rov ince h a d  been a po in t  o f  r ift a m o ng t h e  S i n d h i s  
a n d  M u s l i m s  o f  m i no r i ty provinces of  U n i ted I nd i a ,  w h o  
m igrated to S i n d h  aft e r  the  pa rti ti o n  o f  1947 .  

Afte r  coming  to power ,  Zu l fiqa r A l i  B h utto t a lked a bout  t h e  
d u e  s ta tus  of  S i n d h i  la nguage b u t  S i n d h i  l eaders h i p, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  of the  P P P  wanted S i n d h i  a s  a n  offic ia l 
p rovi n c i a l  la nguage as i t  was befo re the  i m pos i t ion  of O n e 
U n i t .  

O n  the  o t h e r  hand  t h e  Mohaj i r  l e a d e rsh i p  wanted  S i n d h  to  
be a b i - l i n g u a l  prov ince .  O n  t h e  t h i rd day  o f  t h e  p rotest b y  
Tehrik Tohofuz-i-Urdu, t roops were c a l l e d ,  fo l lowing  the  
c lashes  between t h e  s u p p o rters  of  U rd u  a nd S i nd h i  
la nguages, d u ri n g  w h ich seve ra l  peop le  we re i nj u re d  i n  
J aco ba bad ,  La rkana ,  Kha i rp u r, S u k k u r  a n d  Nawabsha h .  
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The Co m m u n ists, once aga i n  t r ied to beco m e  the b ridge 
between both co m m u n it ies  by fo rwa rd i ng the  fo r m u l a  tha t  
S i ndh i  s h o u l d  be made  offic i a l  la nguage of S i n d h  w i th  Urdu  
a s  seco n d a ry l a nguage but  th i s  co m p ro m is i ng fo r m u l a  w a s  
not  a ccepta b le  to e i ther  co m m u n ity a n d  Co m m u n i sts 
beca me t a rget of severe cr i t ic i sm of not  on ly  the r ight 
wing  U rd u  speak ing  co m m u n ity but  na t iona l i s t  a n d  
p rogress ive e leme nts w i th in  S ind h i s .  

I n  th i s  regard,  re prese nt ing  S indh i  i n te l lectua ls, S h e i k h  
Aya z's sta tement re leased to n ewspa pers o n  20th F e b r u a ry, 
1 9 7 1, is  s ign ificant .  He stated that  ' U rd u  Speak ing  'pse u d o 
M a rxists' masquera d i ng a s  i n tegrato rs o f  the  peo p l e  o f  
S i n d h ,  a re t h e  g reatest e n e m ies of  the i r  l a n g uage a n d  
c u l t u re ' .  

The  ag i t a t ion  took  a v io len t  t u rn,  when t h e  Qaumi 
Mutahida Tulba MahazKara c h i ,  a dvised ve h ic le  owners to  
cha nge the i r  n u m b e r  p l ates i n to Urdu  and  mobs  of  
s tudents fo rc ib ly  re m oved n u m b e r  p lates a nd s ign  boa rds 
w ritte n i n  la ngu ages other tha n U rd u .  In ret a l i at io n S i n d h i  
stud e n ts d i d  the  s a m e  w i t h  U r d u .  

T h e  mo st out rageo us inc ident  to o c c u r  i n  t h is cou rse of  t h e  
cont rove rsy w a s  a n  a ttempt  to s e t  o n  fire the S i n d h o logy 
Depar tment  of  the S i n d h U n iversity on  3 1st J a n u a ry, 1 9 7 1 ,  
i n  Hydera bad .  T h i s  a c t  of  vanda l i sm caused the  l oss of  a 
l a rge n u m be r  of ra re books a n d  m a n uscr ipts i n  S i nd h i , 
Ara b i c  a n d  Persia n .  Accord i n g  to the po l ice, some m isch ief  
m o ngers t h rew combust ib le  m a ter i a l  i n c l u d i n g  petro l 
soaked c loths ,  t h rough a vent i l a tor .  

Th is  act  b rought i m m ed iate react ion  in  protest by S i n d h i s  
bu t  the  loss it  cost i n  the  long- run  was much  h igher .  Soo n 
I n st i tute of S ind hol ogy was sh ifted to Ja mshoro,  i n  t h e  
v ic in ity of U n iversity o f  S i n d h ,  wh ich v i rt u a l ly i so lated t h e  
U rd u-spea k ing yo uth  a n d  i n te l lect u a l s  fro m' th i s  
re m a rka b le  t reasure of  I n d us c iv i l i za t ion ,  s i nce the  

• 
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a p prehens ion  o f  v io lence  aga i n st t h e m  by S i n d h i  s tudents  
they avo ided  v i s i t ing  and consu l t i n g  t h e  I n st i tute .  

As  the  S indh p rov inc ia l govern m e n t  m oved a b i l l i n  t h e  
S i n d h  Asse m b ly to  prescr ibe m e a s u res fo r i n st ruct ion ,  
p ro m ot ion  a n d  the  use o f  S i n d h i  l a nguage, t h e  Mohajir 
Mahaz respo nded  by l a u n c h i n g  a movement  fo r t h e  
recogn i t ion  o f  U rd u  a s  a n  offi c i a l  l a nguage o f  S i n d h  a lo n g  
w i t h  S i n d h i .  T h e  m o haj i r. e l i te  were aware t h a t  because o f  
t h e  c o m pos i t ion of  the  S i n d h  Asse m b l y  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
a b l e  to  sto p t h e  b i l l ,  s o  they dec ided  t o  take  t h e  issue t o  
t h e  s t reets .  

O n  7'h J u ly 19 72, mass d e m o nstrati o ns took  p lace i n  
K a ra c h i, H yd e ra bad  a n d  S u k k u r  t o  p rotest aga i nst t h e  
p ro posed l anguage b i l l .  The U rd u  d a i ly  Jang Karach i, c a m e  
o u t  with  b l ack  borders with  a Raees  A m ro h i' s  p rovocat ive  
poem 'Urdu ka Janaza hai  . . . . zara dhoom se nikle ' ( i t  i s  t h e  
coffin of  U rd u  .. . . ca rry i t  wi th  a p o m p ) .  That  fu rt h e r  
aggravated e t h n i c  po l a ri za t ion  resu l t i ng  i n  t h e  e rupt ion  o f  
v io lent  c l a s he d .  With i n  d ays, 2 2  pe rso ns  lost  t h e i r  l ives a n d  
ove r 200 were i nj u re d  i n  K a rach i  a n d  Hydera b a d .  The S i n d h  
gove r n m e n t  ca l led  i n  t h e  a r m y  to  ass ist  t h e  c iv i l  
a d m i n is t ra t ion  a nd i m posed cu rfew i n  both  c i t i es .  

A l though  progressive Nat iona lAwa m i  Pa rty ( NAP ) ,  i n  i t s  
m a n i festo a nd reso lu t ions  h a d  a lways s u p p o rted the  loca l 
la nguages  a s  the  offic ia l l a ng u ages b u t  when i t  came t o  
power i n  N W F P, i n  coa l i t i on  with  Jamiat-i- Ulama-i-lslam 
fo r a short span  betwe e n  Apr i l  1972  to Febru a ry 1973 ,  
after  t a k i n g  o a t h  i n  Pashto  la nguage,  i t  t u rned awa y  fro m 
a d o pt i ng Pashto a s  t h e  officia l l anguage a n d  i nstead of  
tha t  a d opted U r d u ,  wh ich  c reated  some r i fts w i th in  NAP 
a n d  m a ny pa rty leg i s l a tors gave e m o t io n a l  s peeches d u ri n g  
t h e  d e ba te o n  l a n g uage issue .  

Tar iq  Ash raf, a S indh i  short sto ry write r and  e d i tor  of  
S indh i  l i te ra ry m a g a z i n e  'Sahni' Hydera bad ,  was  a rrested  
on  101h Apr i l  1974 ,  under  the  Defe n se of  Pa kista n Act . H e  
spent  22  m o n t h s  i n  j a i l  a nd wrote J a i l  D a i ries ,  'Jail Main 2 2  
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Maheena' ( 2 2  m o nths  in pr ison,  in two vo l u m es} a n d  'Jail 
Gharium Jin Seen' (co m p a n ions  of pr ison,  p rof i les  of fe l low 
pr is o n e rs ) .  

Dur ing  m i d - 1 970s effo rts t o  revive t h e  P rogressive Wr i ters' 
Asso c iat ion  were i n it ia ted by C P P  but who shou ld  write i ts  
new m a n i festo, beca me the po in t  o f  conte nt ion  wit h i n  
C P P .  Pa rty a ss igned S i bte Hassan  t o  w rite t h e  d o c u m e n t, 
on the  other  hand  Dr .  M .  R .  Hassa 'n  was kee n to write t h e  
proposed m a n ifesto, a nd w rote a n  a rt ic le  i n  th is rega rd . A s  
the Pa rty stood b y  i t s  dec is ion, so t h e  d ifferences c o u l d  
not  be sorted-out a nd Dr .  H a ssa 'n  b ro ke awa y  fro m the  
P a rty and  fo rmed h is own M a rx ist g ro u p .  

G e n e ra l  Z i a  overth rew t h e  e lected government  o n  5th J u ly  
1977 and i m posed the worst m i l i t a ry ru le  o n  the c o u n t ry.  
To get  po l i t i ca l  suppo rt, he had  to re ly  o n  the r ight-wing 
Jamaat-i- lslami. O n  p re ssure fro m Jamaat, the Pa k istan  
Te lev is ion ,  the  on ly  e l ectro n i c  c h a n n e l  i n  the  count ry, 
i ssued S pe c i a l  Code of  Cond uct  of Is la m ic Decency .  
Through t h i s  Code, the fe m a l e  a rt ists, newsca sters a nd 
a n chors we re asked to cove r t h e i r  head  proper ly .  M a ht a b  
Channa ,  a n  a n chor  fo r S i n d h i  p rogra m s  refused to cove r 
her  head  with a Dupata, so the doo rs of Pa k ista n 
Te lev is ion were c losed o n  her .  

Dur ing Z i a  gove rnme nt, d a nce a rt i sts such a s  N a h i d  
S i d d i q u i , Sheema K i rm a n i  a n d  Ta h m i na M itha  cou ld  not  
perfo rm i n  p u b l ic .  

Born  i n  1949,  Nah id  started her  c lass ica l  d a nce t ra in i ng  at  
the  age of  1 5  fro m M a ha raj G h u l a m  Hussa in  Kathak  of  
La h o re .  Afte r graduat ing fro m the  La h o re Col lege o f  H o m e  
Econom ics, s h e  w a s  i nvited to jo inThe Pa kist a n  
I nte rna t iona l  A i r l ines' m u sic academy, known a s  t h e  
Nat io n a l  E n semb le  of M usic a n d  D a n ce .  Dur ing  the ea r ly 
days of Z ia  M a rt i a l  Law, a te lev is ion se ries, 'Paya/' wa s 
in iti ated in 1 978, i n  which she  d a nced var iat ions  of 

. c l ass i ca l Ka thak .  A ltho ugh o rig ina l l y  p l a n ned fo r t h i rty 
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episodes, but j ust a fte r f ive e pisodes it a n tagon ized the 
conservative r igh t-wi n g  a n d  she  was fo rced to l ea ve the  
coun try i n  1979 to sett le  i n  Lond o n .  She was a ccused o f  
be ing  a n  I nd i a n  age nt, who w a s  r u i n i n g  the  yo unger  
generat ion  of  an  I s l am ic  c o u n t ry.  

The Pa kista n I nternat i o n a l  A i r l i nes' m us ic  a c a d e m y  tha t  
prod uced a n d  promoted fin e  a rts to a great  ex tent  was  
v i rt u a l l y  c losed  down . 

Few po l i t i ca l  a n d  c u l t u ra l ly  c o n sc ious  wo m e n  i n c l u d i n g  
S h e e m a  K i rm a n i, P a rveen K a z m i ,  S a rwa t S u lt a n a ,  N a yya r 
J a m i l ,  K ishwer B a q i  a n d  M e h n a z  Re h m a n  fo u n d e d Tahreek
i-Niswan, a wo men's  g ro u p  u n d e r  the . l e a d e rs h i p  o f  
S h e e m a  i n  1979  i n  Karach i  a n d  sta rted  theat re 
perfo rma nces o n  soc ia l , g e n d e r  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  i ssues ,  
i nc l ud ing  'Chador Aur CharDeevari' on the v io le nce  aga ins t  
wo m e n  and  the  h ig h  h a n d i n ess of state fo rces .  The group  
staged a few o f  i t s  perfo r m a nces a t  p u b l ic p la ces ,  m a rkets 
a nd b usy t h o ro ug h fa re s  o f  the c ity.  In  1 980, th is  g ro u p  
h e l d  its fi rst confe re n ce i n  Ka rach i .  La ter  t h e  g r o u p  
o rga n ized many  c l a ss ica l d a nce events w i t h  S h e e m a  i n  t h e  
l e a d .  This wa s the  first g ro u p  i n  Pa k ista n,  w h i c h  p e rfo rm e d  
c la ssica l d a nce o n  t h e  poet ry o f  Fa iz  Ahmed  Fa i z ,  S h e i k h  
A y a z  a n d  o t h e r  p rog ress ive poets .  T h e  m ost m e mo ra b l e  
p e rfo rm a nce  o f  t h is g ro u p  h a s  been 'So n g  o f  M o h e n  J o  
D a ro' .  

In  1979,  M ushta q u e  G a z d a r  made a short d o c u m e n t a ry 
fi l m  'They are killing the Horse' ,  which brought  Pa kista n i  
c i nema in to the l i m e l ight  a t  t h e  i nte rna t iona l  leve l .  
G a z d a r's p rogress ive a n d  p ro- peop le  fi l m s  were c o u ntry's 
f i rst i n d igenous  e fforts a nd we re ne ither  s u p po rted n o r  
spon so re d  b y  a ny o n e .  'They are killing the Horse' w o n  t h e  
G ra n d  Pr i ze  a t  t h e  I nternat io n a l  F i lm  Festiva l i n  Ta m p e re, 
F i n l a n d .  Written by Saeeda  G a z d a r, the  fi l m  had Ta hzeeb  
J a ffa r i n  the  ma in  ro l e  a s  N oori,  wh ich  d e p icted the  
s u p p ress ion o f  w o m e n  b y  re l ig ious  su perst it io ns i n  
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Pa k ista n .  The in ternat iona l  award a l so brought inv i tat ions 
fo r the  f i lm m a ke r  to p resent  h is work  a t  inst i tutes, 
u n ivers i t ies ,  a n d  fest iva ls  in Eng l and ,  Sweden,  Germa ny, 
Fra n ce, U SA, Norway, I nd ia, S r i  La n ka a n d  B a ng ladesh .  
Nonethe le ss, t h i s  i n ternat iona l ly successful fi l m  never got  
a n  o ffic ia l recogn it ion  in  the  h o me-co u n t ry, a s  i t  was out  
of  o rb i t  o f  offic ia l  po l i cy  tha t  propagated that  t h e  cure of  
every p ro b l e m  can  be fo und  i n  re l ig io n .  

',. 

O n  t h e  other  h a n d, i n  t h e  same yea r  t a k ing c lue  fro m the  
s tate  p o l icy of  re l ig ious  hat re d  a n d  i nto lera nce, d i rector 
Hyd e r  m a d e  a fea t u re fi l m ,  Ghazi 11/mdin Shaheed \6/ith a 
very poor  product ion va lue  b u t  o ne t h c: t  got a very good 
response at  box offices beca u se oc i ts  emot iona l  a n d  
re l ig ious  a ppea l .  I t  was based o n  a t r u e  story a bo ut t h e  
k i l l i n g  o f  a m a n  i n  Lahore, w h o  wrote a b o o k  o n  the  l ife of 
Prophet  M o ha m m e d  d u ring the Br i t i sh  per iod tha t  resulted 
i n  h u e a n d  c ry by the  re l ig ious  e lements .  lfmdin, an 
i l l i t e ra te and o rd in a ry m a n, was ca rr ied away by the 
out rage and dec ided to  k i l l  t h e  wr i ter  a n d  afte rwa rd 
s u rre nd ered to the po l i ce .  After  t h e  t ra i l ,  he  was ha nged 
a n d  t h e  a rrangeme nts fo r ms l a st r it u a ls were done by M .  
D .  Ta seer, a s  the lea d i ng M us l im  d ig n ita ry o f  La hore .  M . D . 
Tasee r' s  own son Sa l m a n  Tase e r, was k i l ledon 4th J u ly  
20 1 1 ,  by h i� own offi cia l  body g u a rd M u mtaz  Qad ri ,  a 
re l ig ious  fa n a t ic, because as t h e  G overnor o f  Punj a b, 
Sa l m a n  v is i ted a C h r ist i a n  women in pr ison,  cha rged for 
b l a sphemy .  What  fo l l owed this b ruta l m urd er  was a rea l  
s h o c k  t h a t  shows t h a t  how the  re l ig ious  fa nat ic ism h a d  
pen etrated the  Pa k ista r o i  society .  A s  t h e  accused i n  t h e  
m u rd e r  Qa d r i, w h o  k i l l ed  Ta seer  i n  broad-day l ight,  was 
showered with  rose peta ls  �y the  lawye rs, when he  was 
produced befo re a Rawa l p i n d i  court and a fo rmer  Ch ief  
J ust ice La h o re H igh Court, Kh waja M o h a m m e d  Shar i f  
p ro u d ly offe red h is serv ices to -d efen d  t he  accused i n  the  
c o u rt .  
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The growing vio lence in  the  society - was  reflected i n  
Punjab i  fea t u re fi l m  Mau/a Jot re leased o n  1 1th February 
1979, wh ich  port ra yed a n  i n d ivi d u a l  su perhero, who would  
e l im inate a l l  k ind of  s u p p ress ion and o p p re ssio n by 
i nd ivid u a l  acts  of  v io le nce .  

Just one wee k  a ft e r  t h e  h a ng ing of f i rst  e lected Pri m e  
M i n ister of  the  c o u n t ry, Zu l fi q a r  A l i  B h utto,  w ri ters a nd 
i n te l lectua l s  fro m a l l  over t h e  count ry ga there d  i n  
I s l a m a bad o n  1 1th A p r i l  1979,  for a 'Writers'  Co n fe re nce'  
conve ned by Aca demy o f  Letters Pa k i s tan  and i n a ugura te d  
by Genera l  Zia . O n  t h e  occas ion,  G e nera l Zia co.11 fe rred t h e  
m e d a l s  o f  H o n o r  l O  P ro fessor A h m e d  A l i ,  A h m e d  N a d e e m  
Qa smi , A h s a n  D a n ish ,  H a fee z  J h a l le n d ri, Dr .  N a b i  Ba khsh  
Ba loch  and  others.  M a ny write rs, i n c l u d i n g  She ikh  Ayaz, 
Raees Amroh i ,  P rofessor A h m e d  Ali,  S h a ri f  K a nja h i ,  Dr .  
Waz i r  Agha and o t h e rs rea d p a pers  o n  d iffe re n t  s u bjects 
l i ke 'Ro le  of  Writer  i n  an I d e o log ica l  State' ,  'Lite ratu re a n d  
Nat iona l  Consc ious ness' . 

Soon  a fter the  h a ng ing  o f  B h utto, t h e  fortn igh t ly Kofi/a 
p u b l i shed a book  'Murdo Bhutto Zinda Bhutto' (The Dead  
B h utto the  Liv ing  B h utto )  by Sat ta r  Ta h i r, wh ich  so ld  l i ke  
hotcakes  and i m m ed iate ly  got  t rans l a te d  i n  E ng l i sh  a n d  
Ara b ic .  Afte r a w h i l e  a serv ing  B riga d i e r  vis i ted  Kofi/a 
o ffice a n d  t h reate n i ng ly  say ing ' N ow t h e  t i m e  h a s  come to 
cu t  the hedges' . 

I 
S o m e  t i m e  la ter, Kofi/a p u b l i shed  a n ove l 'Sooraj Baka! 
Shab Guzida' a l so by Sat tar  Ta h i r  o n  the  l a s t  hours o f  
B h utto's  l ife in  death  ce l l .  A s  the  stock o f  pr in te d  copies  of  
book reached office, the po l ice cond u cted a ra id  wi thout  
a ny proper  searc h  wa rra n t  and  p icked a l l  1 800 copies  of  
book .  Fortunate ly  few cop ies  had rea c he d  boo ksta nds  
d i rect ly fro m the  p ress a nd we re so ld  wit h i n  a few hours .  
Later, th i s  book was  o ffici a l ly banned  and  Sat tar  was 
a rrested a nd tort u re d  fo r ten  d a ys .  H e  was b la c k l isted 
fro m Pak is tan  Te lev i s ion  a nd R a d i o  Pa kista n a n d  t h e  
I nfo rmat ion M i n is t ry asked  a l l  m agaz ines  a n d  per iod ica l s  
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not  to h i re h i m  fo r a ny k ind  of job, c;>therw ise they wo u l d  
l o s e  the gove r n m e n t  a dvert iseme nts a n d  wi l l  face the 
sa m e  fa te as  Satta r .  

The year  1979,  h a d  a nother  s ign ifica nt twist  fo r Pa ki sta n ,  
P rofessor A b d u l  S a l a m  beca me f i rst Pa k ista n i  t o  w i n  the 
Nobe l  Pr i ze  for h is extra o rd i n a ry ach ievements i n  the  fie l d  
of  p hysics but  wa s n ever recogn ized b y  h is co unt ry a nd by 
the major ity count ry - m e n, as he  be lo nged to the A h m e d i  
sect, wh ich was d e c l a red a s  n o n - M u s l i m  t h rough 1 9 7 3  
const i tut io n .  H e  spent  m o s t  o f  h i s  l ife i n  West a nd d ied i n  
1996  a nd was b u ried  i n  Rabwah,  the  Ahmed i  sect 
hea d q u a rter  in P u nj a b .  Somet ime la ter, his grave was 
d efaced a l lege d l y  by fa nat ic M u s l ims .  Later, the word 
M u s l i m  o n  h i s  g rave was rem oved o n  the ord e rs of a loca l  
mag istrate . 

A fre sh fi l m  p o l icy was fo r m u lated a nd the Mot ion  P ic tures 
O rd i na nce 1 9 79 wa s p ro m u lgated .  The new code fo r 
censors h i p  of fi l m s  was a n  im porta nt  document  i n  t he 
study of  the p syche of the po l icy-ma kers of the  reg i me, 
who tr ied  to contro l  the  med i u m  of c i nema in  the  n a m e  of 
safegu a rd i ng re l ig ious  eth ics, na t iona l  secu rity a n d  p u b l i c  
m o r a l s .  I n  few of  i t s  c l a uses  i t  says; 

A fi l m  sha l l  be reg a rded  as u ns u itab le  fo r p u b l i c  exh i b i t ion  
i f, d i rect ly  o r  i n d i rect ly, i t :  

,, 1 - i s  conte m ptuous  towa rds Pak i st a n  o r  i ts  peop le  o r  
tends  t o  u n d e r m i n e  i ts  i ntegr ity o r  so l ida rity a s' a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  state,  

2- v io la tes a ny p rovis ion s  of const i tut ion or  any law 
for the t i m e  be ing  in fo rce, ( it  w i l l  be i nte rest ing to 
n ote that  two years ear l ie r, . the M a rt ia l  La w 
gove r n m e n t, u nd e r  G e n e ra l  Z ia  h a d  suspended the  
co nsti t u ti o n ,  wh ich c lear ly states i n  i t s  A rti c le  6 
that  ' 1 - a ny person who a brogates o r  su bverts o r  
suspe n d s  o r  h o l d  i n  a beya nce, o r  attem pts o r  
consp i re s  to a b rogate o r  su bvert o r  suspend  o r  
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h o l d  i n  a beyance,  the const i tut ion  by use of  fo rce 
or show of force or by a n y  other  u nconst i tut iona l  
m e a n s  s h a l l  be g u i l ty of  h ig h  t reaso n .  2 - a r.i y  p e rson 
a i d i n g  o r  a bett ing ( o r  co l l a bo ra t i ng )  the  a cts  
me nti o n ed i n  c l a use ( 1 )  s h a l l  l i kewise be g u i l ty of  
h igh  t reaso n .  2-A- an act  o f  h igh  t reason m e n t i o n e d  
i n  c l a use ( 1 )  o r  c l a use ( 2 )  sha l l  not  be va l i d ated by 
a n y  court i n c l u d i ng the  Su p re m e  Court and a H igh  
Co u rt . )  

3 - Pro motes o r  suppo rts  sed i t ion ,  a n a rchy  o r  v io le n ce 
i n  the  count ry, 

4- Br ing i nto cont e m pt the  Armed Forces, Po l ice Fo rce 
or any  other fo rce a s  an i nst i tut ion ,  

5- Po rt rays t h e  Armed F o rces o r  Po l ice Fo rce i n  
d e rogatory u n ifo rms  o r  such  u n ifo rm s  as  a re not  i n  
accord a nce with the  a pp roved pattern ,  

6- U n dermi nes I s l a m ,  

7- Br ing  into conte m pt a n y  a s pect  o f  n a t i o n a l  id eo logy 
o r  o bject ive.  

Due to  the a bove m e nt ioned a n d  m a ny m o re cond i t io ns,  
the  m a k i n g  of  soc i a l  a n d  fa m i ly-o r iented fi l m s, espec ia l l y  
i n  U r d u  l a nguage dec l i ned  a n d  ins tead  o f  go ing  !O c i n e m a 
h o uses peop le  exp lore d  other  o pt i o n s .  

I n i t i a l ly, p e o p l e  o f  P u nja b  started watch ing  p rogra m s  a n d  
fi l m s  o n  I n d ia n  Doordarshan TV fro m A m ri ts a r  a n d  
aft e rward,  w i th  t h e  deve l o p m e n t  o f  v ideo techno logy, 
thousa nds  of  v ideo s h o ps opened  a l l  over  t h e  c o u n t ry, 
p rovi d i ng renta l  v ideo ca ssettes of I nd i a n  a n d  E n g l i s h  
movies .  As c i n e m a - h o uses beca m e  deserted ,  t h e  o w n e rs 
s tarted se l l i ng  t h e m  to co m me rc ia l b u i l d e rs,  who wi th  
offic i a l  b a c k ing,  const ructed s h o p p i ng a n d  res id e n t i a l  
p l a z a s .  I t  s h o u l d  be m e nt ioned t h a t  t h e  p revio us  B h utto 
government  h a d  not  a l lowed a n y  c i n e m a -house to  b e  
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d e m o l i shed as it cons idered t h e m  as p laces of p u b l ic 
u t i l ity .  

The Zia government  asp i red to  i m ple ment  the m o ra l  a n d  
re l ig ious  va lues  of S a u d i  Ara b ia ,  the  o n l y  state in  t h e  world 
without a fo rma l  c inema -house, fac i l ita ted th is  p rocess . 

·o n 10th Nove m be r, I s l amabad  p o l ice a rrested 12  pe rso ns 
a n d  recovered a cyclostyle m a c h i n e  from their possess ion.  
These a rrests were made a fter  the  a rrest of two lectu rers 
of  the Qua id- i -Aza m U n iversityls l a m a bad ,  for p u b l i sh ing 
a n d  d is t r ibut ing the i l lega l magaz ine  'Jamhoori Pakis tan' . 
The m a ga z ine  was p u b l ished by  a g ro u p, comprised o f  
u n iversity a n d  co l lege teachers a n d  s tude nts, work ing  with 
a fact ion  of M a zdoor  Kissa n Pa rty. 

O n  2 3th J uly  1980, TV a rti st  S h a b b i r  S h a r  was a rrested i n  
Ka rach i ;  he w a s  l a ter  im pl icated i n  Co m m u n ist  Consp i racy  
Case  a n d  wa s sente nced fo r seven  yea r  i m p riso n m e n t .  

O n  4th Nove mber, S ind h i  short story writer, scu lptor  a nd 
pa in ter  S a d a r  A bro was a rrested fro m h is office i n  Ka ra c h i; 
l a ter  he was i m p l icated i n  the Co m m u n ist  Conspi ra cy Case .  

On 2 5th Nove m be r  1 980, the  Pa kista n Academy of Lett ers 
was ab le  to ro pe in  over to u r  h u n d red  men  a n d  wo m e n  of 
letters, writers, poets a n d  cr i t ics  for  a two-d ay carn iva l  i n  
I s la m a ba d .  They inc luded  some pro m inent  so-ca l l ed 
p rogress ives.  The C M LA-Pres ident  G e nera l  Zia once a g a i n  
g raced the  occa s ion as  the Ch ief G uest .  No  one in  t ha t  b ig 
�rowd of 400 u tt e re d  a s i ng le  word of  p rotest o n  a t rociti es 
aga inst w rite rs and writ ings .On the second day t h rough  a 
reso lu t ion, it la uded the gove rn m e nt's p rocess of  
l s l amiza t ion  and  assured  fu l l  s u p po rt fo r i t .  Gene ra l  Z ia  
gave a d i n ne r  to the  pa rt ic i pants  a t  the  P res ide ncy.  

Dr .  S a l a h  ud  Din H yde r, ho ld ing  P H O  degree on F a iz Ahmed 
Fa iz,  was a rrested o n  1 0th M a rc h  1981  fro m h is  home in  
M u lt a n  a nd after  keep ing somet ime a t  H a ru m  G a te Po l ice 
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Stat ion ,  m oved to  Centra l  J a i l  M u lta n .  Aft e r  one a n d ha l f  
month ,  he  was  sh ifted to wo rst to rt u re ca m p  i n  Lahore 
Fort  a n d  was kept  i n  so l i ta ry confinement  fo r 7 5  d a ys .  

I n  l a te  1981 ,  the  re lease  of  Osca r-w i n n i n g  f i l m  G a n d h i, 
posed a c h a l l e nge for G e nera l  Z ia  govern m e nt t o  counter  i t  
wi th  a fi l m  on J i n n a h, d e pict ing the  Pa k ista n i  v e rs io n .  The 
a l l  powe rfu l I nformat ion  Secretary G e n e ra l M uj i b  was  
g iven a free hand  t o  com plete the  p roject i nc l u d i ng  sc r ip t  
a n d  p rod uct ion tea m .  An advert is ing co m pa ny t h a t  h a d  
won a n  awa rd fo r a fi l m  o n  bra in  s u rgery a n d  h a d  never  
h e a rd a bo u t  J i n n a h  was se lected fo r t h e  j o b, w i th  
e m pha sis o n  th re e  ma in  poi nts, tha t  t h e  sc r ip t  s h o u l d  b e  
such  tha t  i t ,  1 - wou ld  not  be in  co nfl ict w i th  the  p o l i c i e s  o f  
t h e  M a rti a l  La w reg ime,  2 - wou ld  portray J i n n a h  a s  a 
greater  l eader  t h a n  G a n d h i  a nd show tha t  t h e  creat ion  o f  
P a k ista n w a s  t h e  outco m e  of h i s  supreme c o m m a nd ove r 
the  M us l i m  League  a n d  h i s  fo l lowe rs, a n d  3- w o u l d  
e m phas ize  tha t  J i n n a h ' s  m a i n  mot ivat ion fo r fo u n d i ng 
Pa k i st a n  was to  fo rm a n  I s l a m ic State a s  h a s  been  
esta b l i shed by G e n e r a l  Z ia '  reg i m e .  

The fi l m  opens  wi th  a shot  of  Ara b wa rr iors, r id i n g  o n  
h o rses a n d  l e d  b y  a young  m a n ,  a l l  ca rry i ng swo rds  i n  t h e i r  
h a nds,  a p pear ing  fro m t h e  A ra b i a n  S e a .  T h e  co m m e nta ry 
i n fo rm s  the  viewers t h a t  i t  was t h e  yo ung  Ara b G e n e ra l  
M o h a m m e d  B in  Qa s i m  i n  7 1 1  A . O .  who co n q u e re d  S i n d h  
a n d  t h a t  w a s  the  gene sis of  Pa kista n .  T h i s  fi l m  p roject 
re m a ined u n fin i shed  d u r ing Genera l  Z ia  era  a n d  a ft e r  h i s  
d e a t h  i n  a p l a n e  c rash ,  was  d ropped fo reve r .  

O n  1 61 h  J u ne 1982 ,  S indh i  Ad a b i  Sangat, Kara c h i  Cent ra l  J a i l  
b ranch  w a s  form e d . B a d a r  Abro a n d  D r .  M o u l a  B a k hsh  
rea d the i r  short sto r ies .  S h a h  M u ra d  Ba ig, P a rvez  A l i  Shah ,  
A m a r  La l ,  S i fa t R i nd ,  J a b b a r  Khatta k, S a l i m ,  Ar i f  Ba ig  a n d  
M a q boo l  K h u s h i k  a t tended  t h i s  fi rst meet ing  h e l d  i n  the  
c e l l  of  Agha  Ashfa q u e  a n d  c h a i re d  by P rofessor  J a m a l  
N a qv i .  
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H a s a n  Abbas  Raza ,  poet-ed i tor  of t h e  l i te ra ry maga z i n e  
Khoyobon, Rawa l p ind i ,  w a s  granted ba i l  o n  6th Octo ber  
1982 .  H e  was  a rrested o n  26th September, fo r pub l i sh i ng  
o bject i ona b le  poems  a n d  o ther  m a ter ia l .  

I n  ea r ly Aug ust 1983, Ta r iq Ashra f, the  e d itor  a n d  
p u b l i s h e r  of  l i tera ry S i n d h i  m o n t h l y  'Sohni' a rrested on the  
cha rges of  pr in t ing a n t i -state mater i a l  a n d  was re leased  o n  
b a i l  o f  Rs . 10, 000 on l 11h August .  

I n  one  of  the  i ssues  of  U rd u  week ly  'Akhbor-e-Khowoteen' 
a Noot  ( a  poet ic  pra ise to  P ro p h et M o h a m med)  i nc l uded  
words  Z u lf iq a r-e-Al i  ( l it e ra l ly m e a n i n g  the  sword of  A l i ,  
son- in - l aw of Moham med and fo u rt h  ca l iph ) ,  wh ich  was 
not  acceptab le  to censor a u t h o ri t ies  a s  it  was the f irst 
n a m e  of G e nera l  Z ia 's  enemy n u m be r  one,  Zu lfi q a r  A l i  
B h utto .  S o  the  censor offic i a ls a s k e d  fo r a rep lacement  of  
the words .  S i nce i t  was not poss ib le  to  re p l ace i t  a t  the  l a st 
m o m e n t  wi thout  the  conse nt  of the  writer, the  who le  
s tanza  was re moved fro m the poe m .  

On 51h September  1983 ,  gove rnment  ban ned  A i r  M a rti a l  
( re t i re d )  Asg h a r  K h a n ' s  book  'Genera l s  i n  Po l it ics' 
p u b l i shed by the V ikas  P u b l i s h i ng H o u se ,  New De l h i .  

O n  14th Octo ber  1983 ,  S i n d h i  Ada b i  Sangat, d e m a nded  
re lease of  w riters a n d  poets i n c l u d ing  Anwe r P i rzado ,  
r.asheed  Bhat t i  a n d  Sadar  Abra .  

I n  1 9 8 3 ,  a s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  c u l t u ra l  acti vists i n  La h o re 
fo rmed Ajokat heatre gro u p  u n d e r  M a d i h a  G a u h a r, fa c i ng 
m a ny d i ffic u l t ies, inc l u d i ng offic i a l  rest r ict ions a n d  attacks  
by r ight -wing re l ig ious  e lements, the  gro u p  has  s u rvived so 
fa r aga inst heavy odds .  

S indh i  wr i ter  a n d  pu b l i sher  Ta r iq  Ashraf  was  prod uced 
befo re t h e  S u m m a ry M i l i t a ry Co u rt no .  18  Hyderabad,  o n  
1 1 th J a n u a ry 1 9 8 4 .  He w a s  a rrested u n d e r  M a rti a l  Law 
Reg u l a tion  n u m bers 5,  14 a n d  18  and was accused of 
p u b l i s h i n g  a book 'Subuh Theendo '  (The Dawn Wi l l  B reak )  
by a S i n d h i  po l i t i c i an  i nte l l ec tua l  Rasoo l  Ba k h sh P a l ijo .  
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La ter  in J u n e, he  was a sked to s u b m i t  f ifty thousand  
rupees  i n  cash  a s  su rety bond ,  wh ich he ,  not  be ing  a r ich 
m a n  fa i ied to  produce .  

S i n d h i  poet  a n d  j o u r n a l ist  M ujr im La g h a ri was  re leased o n  
1 2th J a n u a ry, a fter  serv ing  h is  sentence o f  one  yea r 
i m p ri sonment  a n d  five l ashes .  He ,  with a fe l low c o m r a d e  
A l i  H a ssan C h a n d i o  was a r rested fo r de l iver i ng  a s p e e c h  a t  
a Jashan-Latif to co m m e m o rate the  c l ass ica l S ufi p o e t  
S h a h  A b d u l  Lat if .  

Re nowned stage a rt i s t  Rasheed Chara n  was re ar rested o n  
2"d M a rch a n d  was sent  to Dist r ict J a i l  D a d u .  H e  was o n  
b a i l  after  h is a rrest d u r ing  the  M R D  move m e n t .  

O n  20t h  Apri l  1984,  S i n d h i  Ada b i  Sa ngat ,  i n  i t s  Centra l 
E xecut ive meet ing he ld  i n  Hydera bad  d e m a n d e d  
i m med iate  re lease of  a l l  wr i ters a n d  poets, i n c l u d ing  B ad a r  
A bro.  

In  Septe m be r  1984,  Dr .  Zafa r Arif, Assoc ia te  P rofessor  i n  
Depa rtm e n t  o f  P h i loso phy  a nd the P res ident  o f  Tea c h e rs' 
U n i o n Ka ra c h i U n ivers i ty was issued a show-ca use not ice b y  
t h e  M a rt i a l  L a w  Ad m i n istrator  S i n d h .  I n  th i s  not i ce ,  he  was  
accused of  i nvolve m e n t  i n  po l i t ica l a ct iv i t ies  and  
i nst igat ing  stu d e n ts to  q u i t  the  Is la m i c  way of  l i fe .  I nste a d  
o f  re p ly ing t o  t h e  not ice,  D r .  Ar if  i ssued a p u b l i c  
s tatement ,  l a m e n t i n g  t h e  M a rt i a l  Law Author i t ies .  Wi th i n  
n o  t i m e ,  h e  was a rrested a nd deta ined fr. r t h ree m o nt h s  i n  
K a r a c h i  Centra l  J a i l .  H i s  detent ion  was exte n d e d  t i l l  A p r i l  
1 9 86,  when · fi na l ly he  was re leased;  d u ri ng h i s  dete n ti o n, 
he  wa s rem oved fro m the  Un ivers i ty job a n d  h i s  fa m i ly was  
fo rcefu l ly  evicted fro m the  ca m p u s res ide nce .  Aft e r  h i s  
re lease ,  D r .  Zafa r Ar if  w rote m a ny p ri m a ry boo ks o n  t h e  
po l i t i ca l  e d ucat ion  fo r t h e  po l i t ica l workers .  

Sothi Boriro Songot, a  S i n d h - based c h i l d re n  o rg a n isa t ion  
convened a n  I nternat io n a l  Save Mo henjo-Da ro Confe re n ce 
o n  18th  Octo ber  1 9 84, a t  the  ru ins  of  the  a n c i e n t  I nd u s 
C iv i l i za t io n .  As the  o rg a n isat ion  started p re pa ra t ion ,  t h e  
Tanzeem-i-Fikr-o-Nozor, a S in�.h-based inte l lec tua l  fo r u m  
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of J a maat- i - l s la m i  and run by M o h a m med M u sa B h utto,  
sta rted c a m p a ign ing aga i nst the  p ro posed confe re nce, by 
say ing that  i t  was a Commu n ist and H i n d u  consp i racy 
aga inst  the  I s l a m .  Coup le  of days before the conference,  i t  
was dec la red i l l ega l th rough 'a M a rt i a l  Law order .  

A coup  aga i nst  Genera l Z i a  was a t tem pted by  a g ro u p  o f  
lower cadre a rmy office rs, suppo rted by former  P u nja b 
Governor a n d  P P P  leader  G h u l a m  M ustafa Khar . Lea d i n g  
lawyer  R a z a  Kaz im was a l so fra med a s  a m a i n  p lot ter  o f  
tha t  consp i ra cy, w h o  w a s  fi nanc ing t h e m  fo r the  po l i t i ca l 
awareness ca m p a ign for over a year .  An o ld - t i m e  left i s t  
acti vist Kaz im,  who jo ined the  C P P  i n  1948 a nd q u i t  i n  
1 9 5 1, had  served j a i l  ti me i n  1981 ,  d u e  t o  wr i t ing  a 
p a m p h let  'Munafiqat ka iqtidar khotam karo ' ( E n d  t h e  
re ign o f  hypocr isy) . Accord ing  to K a z i m ,  he d i d  not  a sk e d  
a bout  the  ra n ks of  the  a rmy offi c i a l ,  whom h e  gave 
f ina nc ia l  s u p p o rt ,on the reco m me n d a t ion  of K h \ H  a n d  h a d  
n o t  met  t h e m  s ince J a n u a ry 1983,  o n e  year  befo re h is 
a rrest . He a l leged i n  a n  interview t h a t  the  a rm y  o ffic ia l s  
d id not s pe n t  the  money o n  p a m p h leteer ing,  a s  was 
p ro m ise d .  The main mo tivator of t h e  a rmy o ffi c i a l s  was 
M ajor  Aftab  who was posted at  the  Attack G a rr iso n .  Aft e r  
the  a rrest, K a z i m  w a s  i n  I S i  custody fo r n i n e  m o n t h s  a n d  
was kept  i n  a 4 feet b y  6 feet ce l l  w i th  a h igh  c e i l i n g .  Lat e r  
he  was m oved to  h isto r ica l Attack fo rt, w h i c h  h a d  bee n  
conv�rted in to  a m i l ita ry garr iso n .  

Three m o n t h s  after  h i s  a rrest, Kaz im  was l a be le d  by 
Genera l  Z ia  as  a ' smugg ler  of  I nd i a n  a rms' ,  wh i l e  ta l k i ng  to 
journa l i sts .  A l though a rms cache was d i s p layed before the  
m e d i a  but  a l l  the  a ccused refuted t h e  c h a rges .  

O n  1 3th  M ay 1985,  Syed G h u l a m  M u stafa Shah,  the  fo rmer  
VC S i n d h  U n ivers ity a n d  the  P res ident  o f  t h e  Servants  of  
S i n d h  Society em phas ized on the  i n t e l lect u a l s  a n d  peo p l e  
of  P u nj a b  to come fo rwa rd a n d  p lay  t h e i r  ro le  i n  t h e  we l l 
b e i n g  a n d  d eve lopment  of the co u ntry. He d e c l a re d  t h a t  
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the  Pa kista n Reso l uti o n  of 1940 was the  only g u a ra fltee fo r 
t h e  fed e rat ion  of t h e  co u ntry .  

O n  2 "d Octo ber  1985 ,  l e a d i n g  S i n d h i  fi cti o n  wr i ter  and the 
Secreta ry S i n d h  Asse m b ly J a m a l  Abro was ba rred fro m 
e n ter ing  t h e  asse m b ly p rem ises a s  the S p e a k e r  S i n d h  
Asse m bly cance l le d  h i s  e m p loyment  co nt ract  w i thout  
showing  a ny reaso n .  I t  m a y  be ment ioned t h a t  h i s  son  
B a d a r  Abro was  o n e of  t h e  accused i n  t h e  C o m m u n ist  
Consp i ra cy Case .  

In  the m id 1 980s, M a nsoor  Sa ee<l,  a sen ior  m e m be r  of  t h e  
Com m u n ist  Pa rty o f  Pa k ista n, w i t h  the  ass ist a n ce of  As la m 
Azhar, fo rmed •· h e  Dostok G ro u p  of theat re i n  K a ra c h i .  
As l a m  Az h a r  h a d  been  c h i e f  o f  Pa k is tan  Te lev is ion  
Corporat ion  and was sacked by t h e  G e n e ra l  Z ia  
government .  M a ny o f  t h e  Co m m u nist  P a rty a ffi l i a te d  
worke rs jo i ned Oostok. The most  m e mo ra b l e  p l a y  
p ro d u ced b y  t h i s  g r o u p  w a s  t h e  U rd u  a d a ptat ion  o f  the  
G e r m a n  p lay  'The L ife of Galileo' by B re to l t  Brecht .  As l a m  
Azh a r  d i rected t h e  p l a y, with  most  of  t h e  a rt ists  hav ing  n o  
pr io r  expos u re of  a ct i n g .  T h e  p l ay w a s  perfo rmed f o r  t h ree 
n ights  i n  j am-pa c ked h a l l  of now d e m o l ished  R io 
A u d it o r i u m  a n d  the  a u d i e nce re lated i t  wi th  t h e  growing 
re l ig ious  fa nat i c i sm i n  t h e  country.  Oostok G ro u p  a d o p te d  
a n o t h e r  p l ay of  Brecht ,  o n  t h e  l i fe a nd struggle o f  J o a n  of  
Arc .  Th i s  p lay  was  p e rfo rmed d u r i ng t h e  wee k- l o ng 
ce l e b ra ti o ns  i n  Ka ra c h i, m a rk ing  t h e  1001h a n n iversary o f  
M a y  Day, i n  1986, fo r wh ich  a h u g e  stage was e rected o n  a 
m a i n  road i n  the  i n d ust r ia l a rea fo r the  p u r pose with t h e  
s u p port  of  t h e  t ra d e  u n ions .  

Somet ime  l a ter, Com m u n ist Pa rty sym p a t h izers B a d i l  
M a sroo r a n d  S h a h i d  B h utto fo rmed t h e  Voices Group, 
which  sang  revo l u t i o n a ry songs, espec i a l ly of  Fa i z  A h m e d  
F a i z  a n d  S h e i k h  Aya z .  La ter, the  Voices G ro u p  re leased a n  
a u d i o  cassette of  t h e s e  revo l u t iona ry songs .  T h e  Voices 
G ro u p  l ed  t h e  m a ssive torch- l i t  p rocess ion  in K a ra ch i ,  
where thousa nd s  of  t rade  u n io n  worke rs, stu d e n ts and  
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act iv ists m a rched to c u l m i n ate, the week- long fest iv i t ies  
o n  the  eve of  1 st May  1 986.  

As peop le  o f  S indh cont in ued the  struggle fo r t h e i r  
po l i t i ca l  a n d  cu l tu ra l  r ights, t h e  rig h t-wing i n te l l igents ia  
cont in ued i ts  o ld  method of us ing I s l a m  a s  the  factor  o f  
t h e  un i fica t i o n .  However ofte n t h e y  fa i l ed  i n  t h e i r  p l e a s  
wi th  the  peo p le  of  S i n d h  a n d  i n  u t ter  frustra t ion  they 
reacted i n  p u b l i c .  Regard i ng the  s i tuat ion, Dr .  Asra r  
Ahmed,  the  ch ief  o f  Tanzeem-i-fslami, o n  7th May  1 986,  
to ld  U rd u  d a i ly  Nawa-i- Waqt, aft e r  h is s ix-day tour  o f  
S i n d h  that  "Ta lk ing  a bout  I s la m in  S i n d h  has  b e c o m e  a l i fe 
t h rea te n ing  r i sk ."  

Th e Z ia  M a rt i a l  la w fa i l e d  to s i lence t h e  t h u n d e ri n g  vo ice 
o f  H a b i b  J a l i b, whose poem 'sar sar ko saba bunde ko 
khuda kiya likhna' became the  wa r-cry i n  a n t i-Z ia 
meet ings .  Fo r wr i t i ng such poetry, he  was a rrested several  
t imes and was expe l l ed from S i n d h  p rov i n ce .  

Another  strong poet ic  voice of those days was A h m e d  
Fa raz, who wrote a n  a n t i -m i l i ta ry poem 'pesha-war qatilon 
tum sipahi nahin ' a n d  a fter  rec it ing it i n  a p u b l i c  ga theri ng,  
wa s a rrested . Aft e r  h i s  re lease, he we nt i n to se l f-ex i le  to  
E u rope a n d  d i sowned the sa id  poem but  by then,  many 
p o l it ica l workers had  lea rnt t h is poem by  heart and  l a t e r  i t  
w a s  c i rcu la ted  i n  the  sha pe of  pa m p h lets .  

A rt ist Iqba l  H ussa i n  was not a l lowed to exh ib i t  h i s  
p a i n t i ngs a t  the  state-run  Al h a m ra Art G a l l e ry La h o re, 
beca use he had pa inted the men and women of the  Red 
L ight  a rea,  where he was born and ra ise d .  In  protest,  he  
exh ib i ted  h i s  p a i nt i ngs o n  the roa d s i d e  nea r the  ga l le ry .  
The d a i ly  Sta r, Karach i, pu b l i shed photos of  these  
p a i n t i ngs, i n  i t s  d et a i l ed front page  re port .  

Art ist A .  R .  Nagor i  dep i cted the m u l t i-d i m e n s i o n a l  a spects 
of  l i fe u n d e r  the d ictator ia l  m i l i ta ry reg i m e  of  G e nera l  Z ia 
u n d e r  the  t it l e  o f  A-Z ser ies .  There was a h uge t u rno ut at 
t h i s  overt ly p o l it i ca l a rt exh i b it ion  at local  a rt ga l l e ry in 
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Karach i  a n d . t h e  v i s i tors experie nced a sense of  
pa rt i c ipat ion  i n  shar ing Nagor i 's  s tatement  of  d e fi a nce .  In  
later  days, i-J agor i  p a i n te d  the a nt i -nuc iea r  ser ies;  m iss i les  
in deso late  l a n d sca pes d o m i nated the  ca nvases a s  the  
a rt ist  d rew attent ion  to the  havoc c reated by t h e  spread  o f  
n u c l e a r  we a pons .  

I n  1984, Pashto l a nguage was i n t rod u ced a s  a m e d i u m  of  
i n struct ion  a t  t h e  pr i m a ry schoo l  leve l ,  when t h e  cou ntry 
was under M a rt i a l  Law and many Afg h a n  m i l it ants  w i t h 
t h e i r  base ca m ps i n  N W F P  were fight ing  aga i n st t h e  Sov iet  
a rmy i n  the ne ighbor ing  Afg h a n istan ,  with t h e  s u p po rt 9f  
P a k is tan  state .  By tha t  t i m e, t h e  demand of P a k ht u n ista n 
(a separate  country fo r P a t h a ns )  h a d  subs ided  a n d  t h e  
Pashtoon e l ite h a d  been a ccepted a s  the j u n i o r  p a rt n e r  i n  
the  power co rr id o rs .  

O n  h i s  death  o n  20th Nove m be r  1984,  Fa i z  Ahmed  Fa i z  g o t  
a very ca s u a l  cove rage i n  t h e  offic ia l med ia  i n c l u d i ng t h e  
Pa k i s tan  Te lev is ion ,  R a d i o  Pa k i s tan  a n d  Pa k is tan  T i m e s, 
where he worked a s  f irst e d i to r. I n  a me m o ria l m e e t i n g  
o rga n i ze d  a t  the  Karac h i  P ress C l u b, P rof. Karar  H u ssa i n ,  
Haj i ra  M a sroor a n d  S a e e d a  G a z d a r  l a m ented t h e  neg l ige n t  
a t t i tude  o f  the  govern m e n t  towards  Fa i z .  

Home Department  P u nja b, i ssued a n oti ce o n  1 1th Febru a ry 
1985,  to wee kly Awami Jamhooriyat fo r p u b l i s h i n g  a p o e m  
'Hum Mehnatkash Jab Jag Wa/on Se  . . .  ' by Fa i z  Ahmed  Fa i z, 
i n  i ts  i ssue of 24th Apr i l  1984 .  N o ti ce stated t h a t  t h e  
contents  o f  the  s a i d  p o e m  we re l i ke ly to 'create fee l ings  o f  
e n m i ty, i l l - w i l l  a n d  hat red a m ong  d i ffe rent c l asses' . I s sued  
after  ten  mont hs, t h e  not ice req u i red t h e  wee k ly's 
pub l i sher, M o h a m m ed Ra fi, to  - a p pe a r  before the P u nj a b  
H o m e  Secretary wit h i n  o ne wee k to  show cause a s  t o  w h y  
h e  shou ld  n o t  be req u i re d  to  d e pos i t  rupees 2 ,000 a s  
secur i ty .  

In  1985,  the  Aca demy of Lett e rs, to gather  su pport fo r 
Genera l  Z ia ,  a rra nged a l av i sh  co nfe re nce fo r wr i ters a n d  
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i n t e l l e c t u a l s  in I s la m a ba d  a n d  a rra nged t h e i r  stay a t  t h e  
l u x u r ious  I s l a m a b a d  Hote l .  Genera l  Z i a  i nv i ted t h e  
d e lega t ion  a t  the  Pres idency fo r a r ...: ce pt ion .  After  t h i s  
re cept ion ,  M s .  D u r- i -Sha hwa r I b ra h i m, a lect u re r  i n  t h e  
Urd u Depar tment  of  the  Peshawa r U n ivers ity fe l l  s i c k .  O n  
c o m p l a i n t  t o  the  hote l  staff, one  o f  the  hote l  e m ployees 
sponta n e o u s ly  rep l ied  tha t  it  was not  the q ua l ity of  t h e  
h o t e l  food ra ther  i t  w a s  the  fa c e  t h e y  s a w  fo r w h o l e  
eve n in g  tha t  had  ca used the  s i ckn ess .  

O n  the  occas ion  of  the G o l d e n  J u b i l ee  of  the PWA in 1986,  
the  prog ressive wr i ters fro m a l l  ove r the  country jo ined  
hands  to  m a ke the  t h ree-day event  i n  K a rach i  a success .  
G u t  the i ;, sue  tha t  s h o u l d  those peop le  who jo ined t h e  
m i l i t a ry d ic tator  G e n e ra l  Z ia,  b e  inv i ted as  the  m a i n  
speakers a t  PWA confe rence o r  they shou ld  b e  d iscarded,  
came u n d e r  hot  d iscuss ion  in  t he o rga n i z i ng c o m m it tee  
meet i ng, as  we l l  i n  t h e  work ing sess ions .  H a b i b  J a l i b wa s 
the  o n ly recog n i zed  wr iter  who o p posed such  peo p l e, 
l e a d i ng a p rogressive event .  He  was r id i cu led  by some 
sen ior  wr iters who sa id  that  he was ignora nt  of t h e  
m a n a g e m e n t  of  the  wo r ld ly affa i rs. J a l i b wa lked-out  from 
the c o nfere nce .  

Theyoung  p a rt i c i p a n ts, many  of them had spent  the  p r ime  
t ime  of  t h e i r  l ives i n  torture ca m p s  a nd prisons, got  
ag i tated a n d  ra ised s logans  aga i nst the  m i l it a ry junta  a nd 
i ts  sup po rte rs, few of them s i t t ing on  the  stage, t h e  
Pres id i u m .  Syed S i bte H a ssa n ,  w h o  com manded  a ge n u i n e  
res pect  b y  t h e  young  po l i t i ca l  act iv ists because of  h i s  
wr it i n gs, i n tervened  t i m e l y  and  o n  h i s  req uest t h e  
rese n t m e n t  s u bs i d e d .  

A n o t h e r  c o n t roversy wh ich  oversha � owed the Confe re n c e  
wa s about  the  s tatus  o f  S i ra ik i  l a ng u age.  T h e  P u njab i  a n d 
Sira i k i  spea k i ng d e legates a n d p a rt i c i pa nts of the  
confe rence  c o u l d  n o t  agree  u pon  tha t  the  S i ra i k i  l a ngu age 
was an i n d e p e n d e n t  one o r  a just  regio n a l  d i a l e ct of  
P u nja b i .  
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O n  5 1 1i Septe m be r, S i n d h i  A d a b i  Sangat  ce n t ra l  offi ce 
b0a re rs in  t h e i r  jo int  po l i cy s tate m e n t  d e p l o red  the 
suprress ive a ct s  of the i aw e n fo rc i ng  agenc ies  a n d  ca i ie d  i t  
da mag ing  fo r sens it ive peop le .  The s ta tement  c o n d e m n e d  
t h e  mass a rrests e s p e c i a l l y  of  w o m e n  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  
o p e ra t ion  aga i n st d a co i ts a n d  s a i d  t h a t  i t  w a s  a l i e n a t i n g  
t h e  common peop le  from t h e  s ta te .  They d e m a n d e d  a 
j u d i c i a l  e n q u iry by h igh  c o u rt j u dges  fo r the  i n c i d e n t s  o f  
v i o l e nce b y  st"a te fo rce s .  

O n  22nd Apr i l 1 9 8 7 ,  W o r l d  P a s hto Confe r e n c e  h e l d  i n  
Peshawa r, w i th  the  b l ess ings  o f  B a c h a  K h a n  a n d  W a l i  K h a n ,  
a n d  a t tended  b y  the  representa t ives of d e m oc ra t i c  a n d  
l i be ra l  p o l it i ca l pa rt i e s  a nd l i tera ry a n d c u l t u ra l  
o rga n iz a t ions .  

O n  251 h J u n e  1988 ,  noted  S i ndh i  fi c ti o n  wr i te r  a n d  
free l a nce jou.rna l i s t  Afta b N i za m a n i  was g u n n e d  d o w n  i n  
Hydera ba.d ,  d u r ing a bre a k  i n  t h e  c u rfew i m posed  after  t h e  
e t h n i c  r iots  e n g u l fe d i n  t h e  c i ty .  

F o r  the  gove rn m e n t -co n t ro l l ed  m e d ia ,  a l i st  of over  f ifty 
write rs, poets a nd j o u r n a l i sts  was p re p a red ,  who were  
ba rred fro m . the  PTV, P B C  a n d s tate - run  n ewspapers .  
A m o ng them we re Josh  M a l i h a ba d i , F a i z  A h m e d  F a i z, U s t a d  
D a m a n, H a b i b  J a l ib ,  P rof.  K a ra r  H u ssa in ,  S h o u k a t  S i d d i q u i ,  
I .  A .  R e h m a n  a nd others .  O n  7 th Feb rua ry 1 989,  d u ri ng 
B e n a z i r' s  short- l ived gove r n m ent ,  for the  f i rst  t i m e  t h e  
n a m e s  of the  b l ack l i s ted wr i ters w e r e  d isc losed  o n  t h e  
f loor o f  t . •  e N a t i o n a l  Asse m bly .  

O n  1 3t h  August 1989 ,  B a l o c h  p rogress ive wr i ters a n d  
i n te l l e c tua l s  fo rmed a body  n a m e d  a s  'Lozchezogh' ( t h e  
Word Co l l ector/ Towe r  of  Words ) ,  with e l even  po i n t  
p rogra m,  w h i c h  stated 1 - c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  o ra l  fo l k  
l i tera t u re ,  2 - re search  o n  Ba l o c h i  l a nguage  a n d l i t e ra t u re,  
3 - t r a n s l a t i o n s  i nto Ba l o c h i  l a nguage  from other  l a n g u a ges ,  
4- com p i l a ti o n  of a con c i se Ba loch i  d i c ti on a ry, 5 -
o rg a n i z i ng s e m i n a rs, l i te ra ry s i t t i ngs, poetry sess ions ,  
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workshops a nd study c i rc les ,  6- deve lo p i ng con ta<:ts with 
nat io n a l  and inte rnat io n a l  l ite ra ry a.n d· resea rch 
o rgan izati o ns 7 - deve i o p i n g  the rea d ing  ha bits a m o ng 
Ba loch popu la ti o n, 8- p u b l i s h i n g  newspa pe r, magaz i nes  
a n d  jou rna ls, 9 comp i l a t ion  a n d  p u b l i cat ion  of the  
comp l ete h istory of  Ba loch i  la nguage a n d  l i teratu re, 10-
effo rts fo r esta b l i sh ing  a re sea rch center  fo r B a l o c h i  
la nguage, l i tera t u re a n d cu l tu re, a nd 1 1- deve l o p i n g  t h is 
o rga n i sat ion i nto 'Aca d e m y  of Soci a l  Sc iences' . Su l ta n 
Naeem Qa isra n i  beca me its fi rst Pres ide nt,  Sa ba Dash tiya r i  
Vice President and S h a h  Mo)l a m med M a rr i  G e nera l  
Secretary of  the orga n isat i o n .  

T h e  k i l l i n g  o f  d iss ident  b y  the state w a s  fo l lowed b y  the  
secta r i an  anc:!  other  o utfits bega n penetrat ion  · i n  the  
doma in  of  a rt a n d cu l tu re .  Th i s  t re n d  popu la r i zed t he 
v io le nce espe c ia l ly t h ro ugh  the  ri e d i u m  of fi l m s .  I n  th i s  
reg.a rd, t h e case  of 1990 U rd u  fi l m  'In ternational gueri/le' 
is a n  i nterest ing o n e .  The fi l m  was m a de o n  the 
fict io n a l i zed vers ion of the  S a l m a n  Rushd ie  affa i r, w i th  ·a n  
e n d i ng in  wh ich  Rushd ie  i s  be i ng k i l l e d  b y  fiy i ng  Qura ns .  
The fi l m  by  a l l  i t s  t reatment  d e p icts the  ' na t iona l '  p sych ic  
n u rt u re d  by the state ,  acco rd i ng to which  eve ryo n e  i n  the  
wor ld ,  espec i a ! !y the Je ws were out  to co nsp ire aga i nst the  
M u s l i ms, espec i a l l y  those who be long to Pa kista n .  

P o p u l a r  band ,  Junoon, was ba r. ned from the slate  m e d i a  
d u r i ng  the per iod when M i a n  N a wa z Sha r i f  w ci s  P r i m e  
M i n i ster  i n  1997,  a p p a re n t ly fo r i t s  ove rtly p o l i ti c a l  lyr ics .  
E a r l i e r, i n  1996,  the g ro u p · h a d  ea rned the i re of the P P P  
gove rnment  •J n d e r  Benaz i r  B h utto, with its song Ehtesab 
(Acco unta b i l i ty ) .  

Y e a r  2005, was ma rked a s  t h e  1 2 51h a n n ive rsa ry o f  the 
S i n d h i  Stage Th ea tre . To m a rk the occas ion ,  a ser ies  of  
street theat res, under  the I n d u s  Va l ley Theatre  G ro u p, 
were staged in every pa rt of  S i n d h .  The year  c u l m i nated  o n  
<I week- long ce lebra t ions  he ld  i n  Hyd e r a b a d .  I n d u s Va l ley 
T h e a t re beca me dysfu nct io n a l  a ft e r  the  u nt i m e ly death of 
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its Cha i rm a n  and D i rector  Aay Jee  C h a n d io in May, 2 007 . 
This  group staged m a n y street p lays,  d e p ic t ing  the po i it ica l 
a n d  so c ia l  i ssues  I i i{� wat e r  shortage, h o n o·r ki l l i ng o f  
w o m e n  a n d  wa r m o nger ing .  T h e  b e s t  prod uct ion  of. t h e  
g �o u p  w a s  a s h a d o VJ  p l ay o ri  a n  � nt i -war poe m by :Sa h i r  
Lud h ia nvi  a n d  a m u s ica l CD to · p ro m ote t � e  a wa reness 
aga i nst the honor k i l l i ng  and other  v io le n ce aga i n st 
women .  

O n  1'1 J u n e  2 0 1 1, Ba loch writer  and  a P ro fesso.r a t  
U n ivers ity ol s·a l o c h ista0n, . Saba . D9s htya r i  'was  

. 
gun n e d  

down by u n known assass ins . i n  Quert a .  B o r.ri i n  1 9 5 3 ,  i n  
Lya r i ,  a Ba loch loca l i ty  o f  K a ra c h i, he a ut h o red."mo re t h a n  
24  books o n  B a l o c h i  l ite ra t u re,  h isto ry; . poetry a nd 
t rans la t ion .  To serve t h e  com m u n ity especia l ly the•youth, 
he esta b l i shed  Syed Zahoor· Sha h RefNence . L i br9 ry i n  a 
work ing c lass · loca l i ty  9f M a l-i r ,  . Kar'ac.h i, . w i th  . h is own 
reso u rces a n d . effo rts .  After  the· l a u n c h  ,of . m i li ta ry 
o pe ra ti o r.i  i n  B a loch i sta.n d u ri ng G e n e ra l  M usha ra f  
gove r n m e.nt ,  t h e . b i tte rness i n· Saba '«as . a' vis ib la ' feature 
a n d  he  open ly  s poke a b� ut  �h'e atrodt ies  by state a nd ri o n 
state forces aga i ns t  t h_e ·Ba loc:h .. Fo r h i.s · o u't sp��eri � u rsts, 
h e · was · b u l l ied  · m a ny t i m e·s a n d  in · one sucb  i ncfd e n t  a t  

· Ka rach i . � ress C l u b, wtle; �e. h �  w·a s  a dd,ress (ng ·a 'h u r;n a n  
r ights m eet ing, a fe m a l e· jo urna l ist- c ame n e a r  t h0€ d a js a n d  
shoute d . a t  h i m  accus ing h i m  fo r being . a 'tra i tor  o f  t h e  
count ry.  S,a bci n o t  -0'n ly  cr i t ic i·z�d the ' fo rced a nne�a t_io n  o f  
Ba !och is tan  wit h  Pa kista n ' i n ·1947, . h e  a lso · l.a m e n�ed t h e  
role o f · P a k i�tan's  m e d i a  · o n · t h e  Ba loch i.st a n  issue, 
especla l l y  of the Ba lo •: h  m issi ng .perso n

.
s .. Th reat�_rred tQ be 

k i l. l ed  fo r . ma ny t i m es, · he .  wa s · .a m �u shed oear  the 
Un iversity Ca m pu s  i r:i  duefta·. At the· t ime  .of � i s' n:i u rder, he  
wa s ·  working _ o n  t h e  _ com pi l a tion  o f  a n_ e n cy\loped i a  on  
�a loch i  la nguage a n d i i t � ra t u re :  

Th� wea k  ideo1og ica l  fo u n d a t ions  a nd· fo r _s
.o m e  ei<ten t  the  

usage  of  re l ig ious  d ic:t ion a n d  symtu?ls i n  l i tera tu're a n d  t h e  
g rowing re lig ious  in f luence i n  Pa k istan· h a d  c h a nged t h e  
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mea n i ng of ·p rogressive . l iterature to such a n. extent that 
d UTing p rogra msto co.m niemorate the 1001h . b i rthday 
ce leb.rc'!ti'on of Fa iz  Ah me<;i · Faiz in  201 1, at an even i ng 
o rga11ized  · by a p rivate e l ite c l ub  i n  ·Karachi,· g i rls · of a 
g9vern.m.ent. sctioor p�esented a ta b leau o.n Faiz's· a nthem 
'Hum Dakhafo Gai'. For · the l ine 'Jab ari-i-Khuda kay 
k'!'abay sa/su/;J boot �thwai join ge-', .a flag· wHh I s la m ic 
ico_ns  removed the gir ls  wl'io p layed ' idols ' .  ·And when Fa iz  
sav.s '(jthay ga An_u/-haq' �a· nq'ara',. the ta b leau showed 
chi ldre n  d n;ssed ·  as  Ara b wa rriors with swords in the ir  
hands  cha nt ing I Al la n-o-Akbar'.  

. 
. 

. . . 

The. most m.emo ra bl e  event of the year, to commemorate 
Faiz's  1001h a n n ive �sary was at .the Pres idency i n  
l s la�a b.ad,' chafre d '  b y  t h e  Pres ident  Zard� r.i, atte n d ed by 
Fa iz�s fa mi ly, frieh�s a n d  adm irers.  

In y-ear  2 0 1 2, . Ms .  Sha rmeen Obaid Ch in9y became the fi rst 
Pa.kista n i  to win an Academy Awa rd for her .  d ocumentary 
'Savi ng Face' ,  a. sa·ga about wom e n  attacked by acid,  
havifig sca rs o n  their sou l  a s  wel l  as  their body, especia l ly  
o n  face·s . The a n nouncement  of th i s  award created a nother 
controversy i n  the cou nrr,, whe re· on one  hand  l ibera l ,  
p rogres�ive . · and  . human ist e le m e n ts . welcomed th is 
achievement, wflich h igh l ighted a social  i l l  .of the sodety, 
on the other hand the co nservative and. react ionary forces 
created .

. 
(:! li u e  ar1d  cr'y a bout the  internat ional conspiracy 

against  _the ' lone nuc lear  Is la mic state'_  The government  of  
the  tfay, u n d e r  As if Al i  Zardari ,  -stood by· Sharmeen and  
confe tred the· H i la l - i - lmt iaz, o n e  of  the highest c ivi l i a n  
awards to h.e r, fo r b ringin g  honor  to  Pak ista n  a s  a 
fil mma keL 

Books from behind the bars 

S ince ea rly days of Pakista n,  pol it ica l workers, writers, 
inte l lectua ls  a n d  j'outna l ists had been k ept beh ind  the bars 
because of -d issent and ma ny of them had .written va luab le  
accou nts of the i r  confin�ment and on subjects of the ir  
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specia l i zat ions .  Some of . those books a re be ing d iscussed 
here.  

1- Kai Kothri is an U rd u  priso� da1 ry .  ""'.rit ten  · · by 
p rog.ressive writer-c1nd po l it ical  worker H·a �eed �khter, 
written � fter  h i s  a rrest under_ 'Safety Act on "9�h l'Vl·ciY. 
1 9 5 1: This is  the fir"st pr ison ·d a i ry of <! n·y po.l itit;a l 
pr i soner writte.n . a nd . pub l i°shed . in · Pa kista n .: T.he :first 
e d iti on  of th is  ove r  200 page:da i ry was· . p�b

.
l ished .fn 

1953  and i.s dedic
.
a t_

�d to Hab ib  Pasalvi .  " T'1e" book is 
d ivided i nto "th ree parts  and  to · some · exl:enf it 
expresses . the fi-usir�t ions  and  sense .  of .loss  by .the 
p risone rs . · 

.. .. 

2- Dairy of a Political Prisoner byS ha hee d u l l a h  
Kaiser,-wh o  l a t e r  was ·k i l led  b y  t h e  p r<?-Pa kista n ·a rmed 
vol u ntee rs, backed by Jamaat-lslami · d u ririg · .ttie 
m i l i tary o perati o n - of 1 9 7 1 .  cove �s the period ot" 1 958 
to 1962,  when the writer  was kept in  pr iso n .by G·e nera l  
Ayub's M a rt ia l  Law. 

3- Sarong BOya(Wife of F isherma n )  a lso by Shahee d u l la h  
Kaiser, This Benga l i  novel writt e n  d u ring 1 9 5�-6l, 
when . the  writer was a rrested by t_he ·m iJifary 
gove rnment of G e nera l  Ayu b  · Kha n .  Accordin g  to h is· 
fe l low p Fison - mate .Ma hboob · Jama l  Za hi� i, Ka ise'r 
co m p leted th is  novel i n  October 196 1 .  This 1962 
p u b l ished . novel won Ada mjee- Awa rd by Pa.k i.st'�n 
W riter' s  G u i l d .  The novel portrays the  da i ly l ife, fu_n ·ot 
m iseries of  the fish ing commun ity of the East Benga l .  
A l though th is  novel was t rans lat�d i n  m a ny : lang�ages 
but  i n  Septe m be r  1972 ,  less  than . a yea r . after  
Bang ladesh  came i nto be i ng, i ts  bea ut ifu l  · Urdu 
trans lat ion  done  by  Saeeda Gazdar  was p u bl ished . by 
Kutub Printers and Publishers Limited, Karachi .  

4- Qaidiani Ji Dairy ( Da i ry of a fe mafe p riso ner ) _ by 
Akhtar  Ba loch,  th i s  da i ly da i ry i n  S indh i, cove

.
rs  the 

seco n d  t ime im priso n m e nt of the wr i ter  fro m 2 5 " J u ly 
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1 97 0  to 1 91h Dece m be r  1970 .  But  she had  a l so reca l l ed  
and  na rrated the pe riod of her  f irst a rrest. Da ughter  of  
S i n d h i  fo i k  s inger  Zar ina  B a ioch,  she was a t t ra cted to 
p o l i t ics  by her  step-fa ther  a n d  a pro- M a o  S i n d h i  
i n t€ 1 1ectua l  a n d  po l i t i c i an  Rasool  Ba khsh Pa l ijo . . After  
part i t ion Akhtar  Ba loch bec.a m e  the fi rst fe m,i3 1e S i n d h i  
p o l i t ica l worker, w h o  w a s  a � rested as  she  s a t  o n  a 
h u ng e r  str ike i n  Nove m b.e r  1969 fo r d e m a n d i ng the 
voter l i sts to be p u b l i shed  i n  S i n d h i  la nguage .  

The d a i ry g ives  an  ins ight  of the fe ma le  p risoners, which  i n  
i tse lf, i s  a rare th ing a n d  a d e t a i l e d  acco unt  of  h u nger  
str ike i n  p rison by wr i ter  and her  comrades .  

Th is  pr i son d a i ry was  fi rst p u b l i s hed in  .1972 a n d  aft e rward 
ra n into many e d it ions .  Th is d a i ry has a d ist inct ion o f  
tra ns la t ion  to m a ny l a nguage� inc l u d i ng U rd u  a n d  E n g l i s h .  

5- Roshnai by Sajj ad  Zaheer, the  first Secretary G e nera l  
o f  Co m m u n ist Pa rty of  Pa k istan,  a rrested o n  27th  Apr i l  
1951 ,  u nd�r  the c h a rges of consp i r ing  to overthrow the 
gove rnment  with the s u p po rt of few servi ng m i l it a ry 
o ff icers a n d  c iv i l ia n s .  The case aga i nst t h e m  was 
cond ucted i n -camera i n  the  H ydera b�d  Centra l  J a i l 
ca m e  to be known a s  Rawa l p i n d i  Consp i racy Case .  
After  the  complet ion  o f  t r ia l  and  pronounceme nt o f  
se·n tences, , a l l  the  accused were tra nsfe rred to 
d iffe rent p risons of  Pa k ista n .  Comrade Sajjad  Z a h e e r  
was  sen't to the m ost . notor ious pr isor'I of the cou ntry,  
the M achh J a i l , Ba loch i sta n .  Here with no a ccess to 
reference materi a l , he  ·w rote two . books in U rd u .  Orie 
t i t le.d a s  Roshna iwas a h isto ry o f  P rogress ive Writers 
Associat ion  ( PWA), o f  wh ich  h e  was the fo u n d i ng 
Secretary Ge nera l .  Thro ugh  th i s  book,  one  ca n f i nd  the 
g l i m pses of  l i te rary a ct iv i t ies a n d  d e bates d u ri ng the  
last  decade  of  freed o m  n:iovem e n t .  

Moktobo-i-Donyol, Ka rac h i, p u b l ished i t  f irst t i m e  i n  
Octo ber  1976 .  S o  fa r th i s  boo k.. h a d  run  through m a ny 
ed i t ions .  For  the first t ime  th �s .  book  was pu b l i shed by a 
p u b l i sher  i n  La hore, without the perm iss ion  by the write r 
o r  h is fa m i ly .  Moktobo-i-Donyol, K a rach i  p u b l i shed  it w i t"  
the  wr iter's permiss ion  a n d  h i s  h a n d -written l etter had  
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been i n c l u d e d  i n  second e d i t i o n . In  the end of  book,  wr iter  
i n' h is  ' Last  words '  m e n t i o n s  p l a ce and date of c o m p l et ion  
o f  b o o k  a s  'Ce n t r a l  J a i !  M a c h h ,  B a l o c h i s t a n ,  a n d  1 7 t h  

J a n u a ry 1954 ' .  The book of  over 400 pages  has  16  cha pters  
i n  n u me r ica l fo rm a n d the M a rxist i n te l lec tua l  Syed S ib t - i 
Hassa n has  wr i t t e n  t h e  pre face to i t .  

T h i s  book had  b e e n  t ra n s la ted  i n  m a ny la nguages  i n c l u d i n g  
E ng l i sh .  

Comrade Sajj ad Za h e e r, d u r i n g  h i s  pr i son d ays a l so wrote 
Zikar-i-Hafiz, a s tudy of  c la ss ica l Pers i a n  poet  Haf iz  
Sh i ra z i .Th is  i s  a p rogress ive defe n se of t h e  great  Pers ian  
poet Hafiz  and  a l l  c l ass i ca l  l i t e ra t u re t h rough  h i m .  

6- Saleebain Mera Dareecha Main by F a iz Ahmed F a i z  
i s  a co l l ecti o n  of  1 3 5  l e tt e rs writt e n d u ri n g  h i s  ti me i n  
priso ns  i n  con nect i o n  o f  t h e  Rawa l p i n d i  Consp i racy 
Ca se .  P u b l i shed  by Maktaba-i-Danyal, K a ra c h i, t h i s  
co l lecti o n  of  2 3 6  pages was  fi rst p u b l i shed i n  1976,  
some 2 5  years aft e r  t h e  fi rst of  those lett e rs was  
wr i tt e n  fro m Hyd e r a b a d  Cent ra l  J � i l  o n  7th J u ne 1 9 5 1, 
a n d  com pr ises  l e t te rs wr i t ten  fro m Hyderabad,  Karach i  
a n d M o ntgo m e ry pr i so ns , where h e  was  kept  d u r ing  
the  t ime .  The t it l e  of t h e  co l l ect io n i s  i l l u strated by  
Sad iqeen  and  d e d icated to Chee m i  ( Fa iz ' s  e lder  
d a ughter  Sa l i m a  Su l tana ,  a ft e rwa rd Sa l ima  H a s h m i )  a n d  
Meezo ( Fa i z ' s  younger  d a u ghter  M u n e e za G u i , l a te r  
M u neeza  H a s h m i ) .  These le t ters were o rig i n a l l y  writte n  
i n  E n g l i s h  a n d  a re tra n s la ted  i n to U rd u  b y  F a i z  h i m se l f, 
most ly n a rra ted  to M i rzaZafa r  u l  H a ssa n .  Acco rd i ng to 
t h e  i n t ro d u c t i o n  of  t h e  book ,  wr itten by a ut h o r  
h i m se l f, h i s  fr ie n d  M i rza Zafa r u l  Hassa n  was  t h e  m a i n  
mot ivat io n b e h i n d  t h e  p u b l icat ion  of  t h e  b o o k ,  wh ich  
conta i n e d  le t ters m o st ly  on  t h e  pe rso n a l  a nd _d o m est ic  
i ssues bu t  g ives  the  i n s ight  of  t h e  fee l ings  of  the  pr i son 
l i fe and i s sues  faced by the fa m i l i e s  of  po l i t ica l 
p ri so n e rs 
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7- Zindagi Zidan dili ka naam hai, by Za fa r  U l l a h  
Poshn i ,  a serv ing Ca pta i n  i n  Pa k is tan  Army a rrested fo r 
consp i r i ng to ove r - t h row the  gove rnment  w i th  fe w 
o t h e r  m i l i ta ry offi cers  a n d  progressive l e a d e rs 
Co m ra d e  Sajjad Zaheer  a nd F a i z  Ah med F a i z .  A l though  
the  d ra ft of the  book  was wr itten  i n  the first h a l f of  
19 50s but  the  fi rst ed i ti o n  of  the  book got p u b l i s h e d  in  
1976  by wri ter  h i mse lf  from Ka ra c h i .  Th is  book o f  424 
pages  i s  ded icated t o  M i r  Rasool  Bakhsh  Ta l p u r  o f  
Hyde ra b a d  S indh, w h o  h a d  been a l ways the re to  h e l p  
t h e  po l i t i ca l worke rs, espec ia l ly pr i soners t i l l  h i s  d e a t h  
i n  1 9 8 2 .  The book g ives a n  i ns ide  a cc o u n t  o f  t h e  
po l i t i ca l s i tuat ion  of  tha t  t i m e ,  c i rc u msta nces  i n  w h i c h  
the  case  w a s  reg istered a n d  hea rd aga inst t h e  a cc u � e d  
a n d  t h e  beh avior  of a l l  a cc u sed  d u r ing the i r  p e riod  of  
t h e i r  a rrest .  

8- A adh Mulaqat, by Ta r iq Ashraf  i s  a co l l e ct i o n  of  
l e t te rs wr i t ten  a nd received by wr iter  wh i le  h e  was  
i m pr i soned d u r ing  t he Bh utt o  gove rnment  of  1970s .  
P u b l i shed  by New F i e l d s  p u b l i ca t ion ,  Hydera b a d  i n  
1977, t h i s  co l le cti o n  comp r ises l e t te rs by  Ta r iq  Ashraf, 
h i s  m o t h e r, son a n d  h is g i r l  fri end ,  a l though h e  h a s  not  
m en t i o ned her  name b u t  h a s  d e d i cated  t h e  book  to 
h e r .  The book ref lects the fee l ings ,  i ssues a nd co n ce r n  
of  t h e  u rba n S i n d h i  m i d d l e  c l ass  fa m i l ies,  whose loved 
one is  l a ng u ished in  pr ison because  of  his consc iencP .  

9 - Jail Gharium Jin Seen ( Co m pa n io n s  of  the  p r i so n ) ,  by 
Ta r iq  Ashraf, p u b l i s h ed in  Dece m be r  1977 ,  by New 
F i e l d s  p u b l i shers, Hyd e ra ba d ,  i s  the  co l l ec t ion  o f  
p rofi l e s  of  fe l low p riso ns  i n  Hyderabad Cent ra l  J a i l  
d u r ing  1 9 70s . I n  th i s  book w e  get g l im pses o f  p r i son  
l i fe o f  Ba loch a n d  Pa tha n l e a d e rs of NAP, a r res ted  in  
c o n n e ct ion  of Hyd e ra bad  Co nsp r ra cy Case a n d  
Co m m u n ist  s tudent  l e a d e r  '\J a z i r  A bbass i ,  who l a t e r  
w a s  tort u red  t o  m a rtyrd o m  d u r ing  Z i a  M a rt i a l  Law.  



A rt, Culture and L iterature 505 

He a l so wrote Jail Main . zz Mahina (2 2 months  i n  
priso n ) ,  a d eta i l e d  pr i son  d a i ry i n  two v o l u m e s  . . 
10- 10- From My Death Cell, by Zu l fi q a r  A l i  B h utto,  

writt e n  i n  Kot Lakhpat  J a i l ,  La hore ,  b a n n e d  i n  �ak i stan ,  
sm ugg led to E ng l a n d  and  p u b l i shed  i n  I n d ia .  Th i s  _i s  
cons ide red the  l a st po l i t ica l  test a m e nt ,  i n . which h e  
tr ied to p r e s e n t  h i s  case  p o l it i ca l ly  a s  h e  h a d  sensed  
that t h e  m i l i t a ry j U r;lt a  wo u ld not  s p a re [-i i s  l i fe ,  SO h a d  
q u it  the  lega l ba tt le .  Th i s  248  pages boo.I<, p u b l ished  i n  
1 980, by the  V i s i o n  Books: N e w  D e l h i ,  g ives d e t a i h  o f  
Bhu tto"s re la t ion s  w i t h  world  l e a d e rs, e s pec ia l l y  with 
US Secre ta ry o f  State H e n ry K i ss i nger, who repo rtedly 
th rea tened  h i m. to  m a ke a 'hor r ib le  e x a m p l e '  . .  

• 
He a lso wrote To m y  dearest daughter l e t ter  writt e n  to 
h i s  da ughter  B e n a z i r  B h utt o o n' h e r  2 51h b i r thda"y 2 1st J u ne 
from D istr ict  J a i l  Rawa l p i n d i .  � 

Another  book h e  w rote fro m pr i son  was If I · am 
assassinated, writ ten' o n  t h e  s m a l l  p ieces  of p a p e r  from 
the death  cel l  o f  D i s t rict  J a i l  Rawa l p i n d i  a n d  was  .s m ugg led 
fro m pr i son a nd c o u h t ry and p u b l is h e d  in  I n d i a . 

1 1- Pakistan - Th e  Gathering Storm, by Benaz i r  B h utto ,  
writ te n d u r i n g  her detent ion  p e riod in  Z ia  M a rt i a l  i..aw 
and  th i s  book  of  1 16 . pages  was  p u b l ished  by · V ikas  
P u b l i s h i n g  H o use  N.ew D e l h i ,  i n  1983 .  The m a n uscr ipt  
of  the  book was  somehow s m ugg led from Pak is tan  a nd 
got p u b l i shed  wi th  h e r  own p re face ,  i n. wh ich  s h e  
dec la res  t h a t  ' , , ,  B u t  t h i s  long  n ight  of  oppress ion-- 
now wel l  i n to  i t s  s ixth yea r---ca n not co n t i n u e  
indefi n i te ly . . .  T h e y  w i l l  revolt  some d a y  a n d  before ve ry 
Ion�  . . .  The p ri ce  of fre e d o m  m a y  be heavy b u t . the  
peo p le o f  Pa k ist a n  w i l l  pay  i t . . . Co m e  what  may, we  
sha l l  ove rco m e . ' The  book  i s  d iv id e d  i n  e igh t  cha pters 
on  po l i t i ca l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d d i p l o m a t ic s i tuat ion  of the  
count ry .  
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1 2 - Turam Yatra, by Abd u l  Wahid A a r i s a r  i s  a pr ison da i ry  
i n  S i ndh i , covers d a ys wr i ter  spent  i n  pr i son  a s  a S i n d h i  
n a t i o n a l i st  l e a d e r  d u r i ng B h utto gove r n m e n t .  F i rst 
p u b l i shed  i n  1985,  by Bhambhor lsha'at 
GharHyd e r a b a d , t h is 145 p< 1ges book is  ded icated to G .  
M .  Sy� d .  

1 3 - Sahiwal Jail Jee Dairy { D a i ry of  the  Sa h iwa l  Pr iso n ) ,  
b y  She i k h  Aya z, p u b l i shed  b y  N e w  F i e l d s  P u b l icat io ns,  
Hydera bad  in  May 1986 a n d covers the  per iod of  1968, 
when  t h e  l e a d i ng S i n d h i  poet was a rrested a n d  kept i n  
Sah iwa l Ja i l  P u nja b .  I n  th is book She i kh  Ayaz descr ibes  
the  po l i t i ca l s it ua t ion  d u r ing t h e  last  days of G e n e ra l  
Ayub's  r u l e .  

14- NiJr Muhinjo Neeh u · { Cha i ns, My Be loved ) ,  a priso n 
d a i ry wr i t ten  by P P P  worker A i jaz  Khwaja a nd 
p u b l i s h ed  by Sachai /shoat Ghor, D a ro i n  1 988 .  Th i s  
book covers h i s  fo u r  a rrests i n  1 9 7 1 ,  1979, 1983 a n d 
1986 .  Po l i ti ca l ly t ra i n ed i n  M i rp u r  B a t ho ro, d ist r ict 
Thatta ,  a cent re of th�  progress ive a n d  S i n d h i  
na t io n a l i st  po l i t i cs; Kh waja sta rted h is po l i t ica l career  
i n  1 9 6 7 .  Th is  da i ry of  over  150  pages  i s  ded icated  to  
Ashok K u m a r, an  e n g i n e e ring  lecture r, who was p i cked  
u p  by the  secu r ity fo rces i n  e a rly  19 70s a nd was neve r 
seen  a g a i n .  Th i s  i s  the  o n ly pr i son d a i ry which u n d e r  
one  cove r g ives  i n s ight  of  two m i l it a ry d ictators Ayu b  
a nd Z ia . T h e  book  a lso cove rs a n  i nte rest ing twist  i n  
P a k ista n i  po l i t ics, when  a fter  t h e  massacre i n  S i n d h  
d u r i ng  t h e  M R D  move m e n t  of  1983 ;  t h e  idea  o f  
Confederat ion  w a s  f loated b y  a P P P  l eader  M u mtaz  
B h utto, wh i le  l a ngu i shed  i n  Karach i  J a i l ,  wh ich  
generated a h e a ted d e bate with i n  po l i t i ca l  c i rc les  i n  
the  p r i s o n s  a s  we l l  t h e  m a i nstre a m  society.  

15- Tanqeed Nigari-lrtiqai Jaizo (Cr i t i c i s m-evo l u t i o n a ry 
revi ew)  by S a d a r  A b ra, pu b l i shed by S i ndh i  Ad a b i  
Sa nga t  Ka ra c h i  b ra nch i n  1985 .  Re nowned S i n d h i  
i n t e l lect u a l  M o h a m med I b ra h i m  Joyo wrote a p refa c e  
fo r the  book,  wh ich  w a s  awarded the  best b o o k  b y  
S i n d h i  A d a b i  Sa ngat .  La ter, t h i s  b o o k  was  



Art, Culture and literature 507 

reco m m e n ded fo r the  l i te ra t u re stu d e n t s  of Ka rach i ,  
S i n d h  and  S h a h La t ifU n ivers i t ies .  

1 6 - Hathain Hath Karho/ (Arms in  C h a i n s )  by  Ta r iq 
Ashraf, p u b l i shed i n  1 9 8 5 ,  by Ms.  N a z i r  N a z  of  Nari 
Publica tionsHydera b a d . Th is  book is d e d icated to 
S i n d h i  i n te l l ect u a l  M o h a m med I b ra h i m  Joyo a n d  
wri ter' s  n e p hew A u ra ng z e b  M ug h a l .  

1 7 - Puhinje Pachar, ( O w n  N a rrat ive )  b y  G u i  M o h a m m e d  
Chang ,  a n  a utob iogra phy  o f  a po l i t i ca l  worker, wr i t ten 
d u r ing  h i s  a rrest i n  Z ia  M a rt i a l  Law .  In  th is  book wr i ter  
descr ibes a t roc i t ies  co m m itted by Z ia reg i m e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
pub l i c  pu n i shment  o f  l a s h e s  to  h i m ,  wh ich  was 
observed by a bo ut ten t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e .  This book of 
1 34 pages was fi rst p u b l i shed  by Sindhi Adabi 
Publication Agency in 1989  a n d renowned S i n d h i  
i n te l l ec tua l  M o h a m m e d  I b ra h i m  J oyo has  wr i t ten  a 
p reface fo r i t .  

1 8-Jai/ J i  Dairy ( P r ison D a i ry ) ,  by Badar  Abro ,  an  accused  
i n  Jam S a q i/Co m m u n ist  Consp i ra cy Case d u r i n g  Z ia  
M a rt ia l Law.  Th i s  d a i ry, most ly  i n  fra g m e nted 
subjective sty le  cove rs the pe r iod fro m 20th Nove m b e r  
1 9 80, when t h e  wr i ter  w a s  a rrested to  1 6t 11 J a n u a ry 
1985, when he was a c q u itt ed  by the  Spec ia l M i l i ta ry 
Court .  Th is  d ::i i ry of 288  pages  has  t h e  d e t a i l e d  p re faces 
by She ikh Ay� z and Jam Sa q i  a n d  is  d ed i cated to  'a l l  
those who strugg led  a n d  re m a i n e d  u n known ' .  F i rst 
p u b l i shed  in 1 990, a nd l a t e r  in 2014  a s  we l l ,  t h i s  d a i ry 
g ives us a ve ry br ief  i n s ight  of the  p r i son  l i fe b u t  is a 
maste r-p iece of B a d a r  A b ro 's  creat ivity, who is a fict ion  
wr i te r  as  we l l  as  a pa in te r  and  sc u l ptor .  D e p rived of  
i n st rume nts fo r other  c rea t ive wo rks, he expresses h is  
fee l ings  t h rough t h e  pages  of  t h e  d a i ry .  Th i s  boo k was 
awarded as  the  best  c reat ive l i t e ra t u re by Aca d e m y  of 
Lette rs, Pa kista n .  

1 9 - Ghaliyon Ko t Karhan loon (Ta l ks o f  t h e  pr i son  a n d  
cha i ns ) ,  i s  a nother  d a i ry i n  S i n d h i  b y  Aijaz  Khwaja 
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covers per iods between 2 91h · Aug ust 1 9 8 3  to 
41 h Februa ry 1984 a n d  51 h Nove m be r  1 98 6  to September  
1 9 8 7 .  F.o r .  fi.rst per iod ,  t h e  wr i ter  a sen ior  P P P  worker 

·wa s  a rrested d u r i ng the 'Joi/. BhbFO Tohreek' of M R D  
a n d  fo r the . seco nd  per icid a s  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  d i'ss ident  

_ g ro u p  of the P P P, wh ich was  d'e m a n d ing  a 
Confederat ion between the  fo u r  p rovi nces i n  t h e  
country.  Pub l i shed  b y  · the  'Sachoi lsho'ot  Ghor, 
Hyd e ra bad ,  da i ry, i n  i ts  f irst sect i o n, . g ives a deta i l ed  
i ns ight ofthe days a nd n ights  in  rhe. Hydera bad Cent rci l  
J a i l ,  when i t .  was  ove r-flooded by po l i t ica l  wo rkers of  
a l l  shades and  pa rt ies .  The. write r had  dedicated t h is 
book, fi rst p u b l i shed  i n  1 995  conta in ing 200 pages, to  
h is l a te wife S h ir in  Ba no .  Reme m ber ing · h e r, wr ites 
'd u r ing  her  l ifet i m e  the yea rs spent in  pr ison passed 
l i ke a t h u n d e r  m o m ent,  aft e r  her  d e m ise, the  1 5-days 
of  confi nement  in  a po l ice lockup were d i ffi c u l t  to  
bear . '  

20- Asan leean leay k o  (Someone ·l ive l i ke us ) ,  by Abd u l  
Wa hid  Aa risa r, i s  a na r ra t ive o f  five m o n t h s  a n d  fo u r  
days, t he write r was kept  i n  tor ture camps .  The wr i ter  
h a d  been the Cha i r m a n  of a · fact !o n  of  Jeoy Sindh 
Mahoz, a secess ion ist S i n d h - b ase.d p a tty. As t h e  wr i ter  
is  i n s p i red by M a u l a n a  Azad,  so th i s  book  of h is o rd e a l  
reflects the  wr i t ing  sty le  of  M a u l a n a  Azad .  T h e  first 
e d i t ion  of the book was p u b l i shed by Bhittai 
Communication Ta ndo  A d a m  in O cto ber 1 9 9 8 .  

2 1 - Pulsarat , by D o d o  M a he ri ,  is a pr ison d a i ry of  1 9 9 2 ,  
w h e n  wr i ter, a S i n d h i  nat iona l is t  worker  w a s  in  m i l i t a ry 
cu stody. Sardar  Sha h h a s  writt en  a p reface to th i s  104 
page book,  p u b l i shed by New F ie lds  p u b l ica t ions, 
Hydera ba d .  

2 2 - De warun lee Dunya Poyan ( B e h i n d the  Wo r ld  o f  
W a l ls)  b y  A y u b  Khoso, is  a p r i s o n  d a i ry writt e n  b y  
l ead ing  young S i n d h i  p o e t  a n d  prose-writer, who w a s  
accused of b lasphemy fo r wr it i ng a co l u m n  in  a S i n d h i  
d a i ly A lokh, w h i c h  was a lso b a n n e d .  This 2 3 7 - page 
d a i.ry, p u b l i s hed i n  2 003,  by Konwo/ Publication, 
Qa m b a r, descr ibes the  d a i ly l i fe in the Hyde rabad  
Cen tra l J a i l .  

2 3 - Haan/ Main Bhaghi Hoon ( Yes I a m  a Rebe l ) ,  by 
Java id  Hash m i, wr itte n d u ri ng h is t i m e  in pr i son ,  u n d e r  
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G e n e ra l  P a rva i z  M u sha ra f, w h e n  the wr i ter, a l e a d e r  of 
the  M u s l i m  League,  led by Nawaz  S h a ri f  was se n ten ced 
in  a h igh  t reason  case.  This  book  of  413 · p r inted  pages 
a n d  few o t h e r  with pho.togra phs  descr ibes  the  po l i t i ca l 
ca ree r  o f  t h e  writer ,  is d e d icated to t h e  d e pr ived 
peop le  and c lass�s of  the society . "  The book is 
p u b l i shed by the Sagar Publishers, La h o re i n . 2005 . Th i s  
book  'g ives a good  acco u n t  of  the  u ps a n d "downs of the  
Pa kista n i  po l i t ics, ·a s  the  wr i te r  h a d  bee n act ive i n  i t  
s i nce mid 1 9 60s.  

2 4- Chah-i- Yousif Se Sada by Yous if  Raza  di l a n i , l a t e r  
P r i r:n e  M i n i s te r  of  the  count ry, w a s  w ritten d u r ing h i s  
i m pr ison m e n t  d u ring G e n e r a l  P a rva i z  M u sha raf .  
P u b l i shed · by N ig a ri shat  La h o re in  2006, the b o o k  
cove rs t h e  fam i ly h i.sto ry a n d  t h e  po l i t ica l care e r  of  t h e  
wr i ter, · who i s  a lso" the  c a retaker  of  a s h r i n e  i n  M u lta n .  
This 2 7 5. pages book, with some p hotos,  i s  d e d icated t o  
't he S i l e n t - M ajo rify, w i thout  whose spe_a ki ng u p  t h e  l i fe 
w i l l  ·con t i n ue· to be h it  by cr imes  a n d  wi l l . be  fu l l  of 
so rrows ' .  

2 5 - Jail la Dheehan, Jail loon Raatiyon ( Days and  n ights  
of  pr iso n ) ,  by I sma i l  R a h u, is a· pr i son da i ry i n  ·S i n d h i , 
wh ich  cove rs pe r iqd of 181h J u ne 2001 to 3 1'1 Dece m b e r  
2001 . · S o n  o f  a s l a i n  peasant l e a d e r  Fa z i l  R a h u, t h e  
wr i ter  l a ter  jo i ned  t h e  Nawaz  Sha r if  fa ct ion  o f  M u s l i m  
Leag u e .  I n  t h i s  d a i ry h e  h a s  d iscusse d i n  d e t a i l  h is 
fa t h e r' s  po l i t ica l l i·fe, · especia l ly d u ri n g  Z ia ' s  M a rt i a l  
La �.  fl.not  h e r  c�aracter istic of  t h i s  book . i s  t h e  S i n d h i  
Voca b u l a ry, use_d i n  ·pr iso ns .  Th is  3 60-page book  was  
fi rst  p u b l i shed  i n_ 2 008 by Sindhi ca Academy K a r a c h i .  

2 6 - Aseen Ldchiyoo� Loha Main ( w e  g row in  c h a i n s )  b y  
Rashe

.ed  B h a tti , p u b l i shed  i n  2 0 1 4  by My publication, 
Sukkur .· Spre;:id on 492 · Pages,  th

.
i s  is perh a ps t n e  o n ly 

d a i ry w ritte n  by one  of t h e . very few non-Be nga l i  
o p P.one nts . t o  t h e  m i l it a ry o perat ion  in  "East Be nga l 
d u r ing .1 9 7 1 .  A co_m hl itt e d  left ist, fi cti o n  wr i ter  a n d  
t ra ns la tor, Rasheed  B ha tt i . g ives u s  ins ight  .fro m t h e  
S u k k u r" Ja i l, o f  t h e  state o f  that  p e riod ,  espec i a l ly o f  t h e  
inte l l igents i a ,  w h o  i ri  m ajo rity those to  keep  s i l ence o n  
the  ·m a ssacre o n  fe l l ow h u m a n  b e i n g  a n d  fe l l o w  
co unt ry- m e n  i n  B e nga l .  



6- Wo m e n : St r u gg l e  fo r Eq u a l ity 

a n d  R ights 

Ra m Saran N ag ina ,  i n  h i s  m e m o i rs 'A ttack Par Ke Yadain' 
{ M e m o i rs of  ac ross the  Att ack) ,  p u b l i shed d u r i ng 2009, 
fro m La hore,  had m e nt ioned t h e  n a m e  of a Patha n wo m a n  
Shayama fro m Cha rsada ,  w h o  was respons ib le  fo r t h e  
movement  o f  c l andest ine  l i te rature a n d  a rra nge m e nts fo r 
t h e  underground  Co m rades .  She was ma rr ied to  Denna  
Nath .  

S i n d h  a d d ed a gem i n  i t s  a rm o ry of  ded icated workers, 
when  in 1945,  Comrade  Sha nta ,  a ft e r  w�d d i n.g 

°
Co � ra.de  

J a m a l  D i n  B u k ha ri ,  the  Secreta ry .of  C P I  S i n d h  b ra n ch,  
m ovedto Karach i .  Born i n  v i l l age Kata Bond i, J h a fawa rh, 
Rajast han ,  i n  Apri l  1924 to the  fa m i ly of  Kastoor i  Hai  a n d  
P e e ra j i, m o t h e r  o f  Comrade  Sha nta w a s  a school  teacher  
a n d  fa ther  a ta i l o r. She was jus t  five years o ld ,  wh en .  h e r  
mother  d i e d  a t  �he ea r ly  a g e  of  28,  so  h e r  m a t e r n a l  a u nt  
Su n d ra took over the  respo ns ib i l i ty of br i ng ing 1:1 e r  u p .  Th i s  
a u nt was a fe m a l e  act iv ist o( a . C o m m u n ist gro u p  in  
A h m a d a ba d ,  G uj a rata n d  l a t e r  m a r r ied to  a Pathan 
Co m ra d e  Jagan  Khan i n  1942 .  At t h e  age of  e'l even,  .S h a nta 
sta rted work i n  a loca l text i l e  m i l l  and got i nvolved in  the 
un ion act iv i t ies .  
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I n  1943 ,  she  a tt e nded  a Com m u n ist workers' conference i n  
A h m a d a bad ,  where s h e  met  her  fut u re l i fe par tner  
Co m rade  J a m a·I D in  B u k h a ri of La rka na S i n d h .  i n i t i a l ly, t h e i r  
m a rr iage was  s u p posed to b e  h e l d  i n  M a rc h  1 943  b u t  s o o n  
a fter  the · r f irst  _m eet i ng,  Comrade B u k h a r i was  a rrested,  s o  
it  took  p l ace i

.
n 1 9 4 5 .  A s  s h e  had  d e c i d e d  to l i v e  i n  t h e  

M u s l i m  major i ty p rnvince of S i ndh ,  so befo re m a rr iage she  
fo r m a l l y  conve rtAd to I s l a m  a n d  took  the  name Za i b u n n i s a .  
After  moving to Karach i ,  she  took  ove r t h e  m i? nage m e n t  o f  
the Co m m u n·e , ru n a t  t h e  Party off ice near  t h e  L i g h t  H o u s e  
C i n e m a  on  B a n d a r Roa d .  Beca use of  her  prese nce,  t h e  
fe m a l e  workers a l so sta rted coming  to t h e  Co m m u n e .  

When  i n  1 946 Co m rade  B u k h a r i w a s  a rrested fo r 
m o b i l i z i ng  t h e  ma sse� i n  su pport of N a v a i  Rebe l s, S h a nta  
m a n.aged the  pa rty press a n d  offi c.e ti l l  1949 .  D u r ing  the 
H i n d u - M u � l i m  r iots  of J a n u a ry 1948  i n  Ka ra c h i, m a ny 
peop le  a d.v ised her  to move to some safe r  p l a ce with h e r  
two c h i l d re n  but  s h e  refused a·nd c o n t i n u e d  oher  po l i t ica l 
strugg le  a'tl d ca m p a i g ri  fo r the re lease of h e r  h u s ba nd .  S h e  
was  d e m a n d i f'lg tha t  b o t h  she a_n d  her  c h i l d re n  be  a l lowed 
to l ive with Co m rade  Bu kha ri in  p ri son  or  the  go".e·r n m e n t  
sho.u l d  bear  h e r  fa m i ly expen d it u res .  

I n  t h ose days of t u rmo i l ,  t he  Co m m u n is t  workers  l i k e  
Co m ra d e  Sobho G ia n c ha nd a n i ,  KeeTat · B a b a n i ,  V i sh n u  
B h a r t i  a n d  o.thers, s u b m itted t h e i r  d a i ly re µods . t o  
Co m ra d e  Shant i ,  w h o  wi th  other  tas ks, w a s  cook ing  m e a l s  
f o r  t h e  p o l it i ca l ca d res .  

Afte r  h e r  a r.r iv'a l  i n  Ka rach i ,  she fo rmed '�h i d m a tgar  U n ion '  
of  t h e  d o m est ic  fe m a l e  workers a n d  ' M u n ic i p a l  Women 
Sweepe rs' � n ion '  a n d  beca me s.ecreta ry ·of both  u n ions .  
A long with  t h i s ,  she  was the  Pres ident  of  B i rt h Att e n d a n ts' ,  
Fema le_ Ba ng le- M a kers and F e m a l� F a i;> r ic  

. 
Workers' 

assoc i a t ions .  

I n  ear ly  1 940s, Co m m u n i st wo m e n  gro u p, l ed  by Per i n  
Ba rocha sta rted work  a m o ng the  wo m e n  of La hore,  w i th  
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the s u pport  of H aj ra Begum,  wife of  fa mous  Co m m u n ist 
Lea.d e r  Dr .  Z .  A .  A h m e d .  The m o st act ive of  this group  was 
a young g i r:·1 Latoo.  These Cori1 n:iu n ist  wo men  d e m a nd e d  
tha t  women s h o u l d  a lso be g i v e n  e q u a l  opportun i t i es of 
work,  as  they  c a n  a l so work l i k e  m e n .  These women a l so 
ra i sed  i ssue. of M u s n m  Women ' s  r ight  of  d ivo rce to se c u re 
t h e i r  ma rr ied l iv�s .  Co m rade  P .  C .  J o s h i , the  CP I  Secreta ry 
G e n e ra l , a p poi nted H aj ra Beg u m  a s  t h e  Secreta ry of t h e  
Punjqb Khawateen Sabha, with  t h e  a ss ignment  to lead  a n d  
t ra i n  wo m e n  o f  the  p rov ince .  I t  was  a da r ing a n d  
co u rageous  work i n  t h e  M us l i m  m ajo rity p rov ince of 
P u njab, whe re u s u a l ly M u s l im  women ,  i so la ted fro m the 
po l i t ica l a n d soc ia l  l i fe , were l iv ing  b e h i nd vei l  a n d w i th in  
t h.e fo u r  wa l l s  of  .t h e  fa m i ly.  

This g ro u p  acted bo ld ly, so fa r t h a t  in a gather i ng; they  
gree"ted  t'h e m a l e  a n d fe m a l e  g uests  fro m Russ ia ,  Bu lga r ia 
and Czech os l ova k ia  by e m b ra c i n g  t h e m .  Thisa ntago n i zed 
t h e i r  farn i l i es ,as  th is  k ind of b e h a v ior i s  cons idered 
cont rary �o the i r  c u l t u re .  Hajra  Beg u m  had  to  pac i fy the  
a ng ry ·pa re n ts .  

La ter, Co m ra d e  Per in  B a rocha m a rr ied Comrade Ramesh  
Ch a n d e r · and  became the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  fig ure  i n  the  
women move m e n t .  

Ach iev ing  r ights  fo r wo m e n  never  ha�  b e e n  a n  easy task i n  
Pa k ista 11, where t h ey h a d  t o  confro nt  o n  �wo fronts .  O n  
t h e  one  h a n d ,  t h e  t ra d it iona l fe u d a l  menta l i ty a n d 
pat r ia rchv.  was not  ready to give'  even a n  inch of bre a t h i n g  
space to t h e m ,  o n  the  o ther  h a n d  t h e  P a k i sta n i  w o m e n  h a d  
to fa ce a spec i a l  spec ies  of t h e  M o lv ies o r  re l i g ious  
e l e m e nts, who were hands  i n  g love w i th  the  rura l  e l i te and  
the  ruJ i n g  c l i q ue,  and  were d e ny ing  w o m e n  r ights  i n  the  
name of I s l a m :  Howeve r, t h e  w o m e n  of  t hose ea r ly d ays 
never  gave up t h e i r  d e s i re to come fo rwa rd . 

The f i rst  leg is l a t u re of  Pa k ista n · ha d  on ly  two wo m e n  
m e m b e rs, Beg u m  J a h a n a ra S i .a hnawa z  a rid Beg u m  Sha ista 
l kra m u l l a h .  
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During t h e  budget sessio n of 1 948, a report o n  the  Sha r iat  
B i l l  by a se lect com m ittee was s u pposed to p rese':lt  i n  the 
Ho use but  a t  the last  m in ute  i t  was removed from the 
agenda,  which i nfuriated the  women a nd t hey, led by 
Jahanara, ra is ing sloga n s, m a rched to . the A,sse m bly 
Chambers .  The Pr ime M in iste r took cogniza n ce of th is  a n d  
the M usl im Person a l  Law of Shariat  ' ( 1948)  became 
effective . Th is  law recognized. women's  r ight  to · inheri t  
p roperty, i nc lud ing agricu l tura l  property. 

In the Zakat Co m m ittee of the  first const i tue n t  assemb ly, 
set up by the fina nce m i n is ter, the M olvies ·refused to s it  
with women membe rs, � rgu i rig- . that o n ly vei led wom e n, 
a bove ttie age of fifty shou ld  be  a l lowed to s i t  i n . the  
Assem bly. 

Ta hira Mazhar  Al i  Kha n,  Hajra Masood,  Kha d ija Omar, 
Amatu l  Rehman, Alys Fa iz  a n d  other �o m e n  . fo rmed 
Anjuman Jamhooriyat Pasand Khawat,,een or  the 
Democratic Women Associat iop ( DWA), an affi l iated body 
of the Co m m u ni st Pa rty of Pa kistan,  in  1 948.  i n-. Lahore.  In  
ea rly period most  qt i ts  m e.m bers were fro m the 
inte l l ige ntsia sect io n a n d  of the  e l i te  c lasses of  the  society . 

. Ta h ira, a d a ughte r of S i r  S ika n d a r  Hayat Kha n_, o n e  of the 
biggest a ristocrats of  P u nj a b, h<ia d been  d ra w n  to the 
working classes u n d e r  the. infl ue nc'e of  her  hu sba nd 
Mazha r Al i  Khan,  who h i mse lf  from fe utlaJ backgro u n d ,  had · 
i nvolved h imself  aga i n st the a nt i - im11e ria l ist struggle a nd 
was the ed itor of Pa kista n Times.  

DWA beca me the first women gro u p  to  ce le brate the 
I nternati ona l  Women's  Day on 81h M_� rch '  rn48 .  The next 
year, government  offic ia ls  refused to. g i_ve perm issio n to 
acq u ire hal l  for ce lebrat ions, so the)£ cele brated it o n  the 
.streets of Lahore. This  sen�  out a clea r message to the 
gove rn ment  that . they would  co nt inue  to fig h t  fo r the 
e m a ncipat ion of  women,  come what may. 
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I n  its fi rst yea r of tncept ion ,  DWA ca m e  i nto l i m e l ight  when 
its m.e m bers c i rcled  the h uts  of  ra i lway wo rke rs i n  La hore 
by ho ld i ng e ach- other' s  h a n d s  to prevent offic ia l s  fro m 
d er:n o l ish ing the  huts fo r gett ing space to construct the 
res ident ia l  bfocks for ra i lway officers.  

Begum Ra'a na  L iaq ua t  Al i  Khan ,  the  wife of  fi rst Pr ime 
M i n ister of Pa k ista n a n d  a tra i ned  n u rse, a long with few ( . 
other  wom e n, sta rted W o m e n  Vo luntary Service (WVS) in  
1 948,  wh ich  w<fs the fi rst a tt e m pt to . o rg a n ize  wo m e n  
o uts ide t h e  M us l imc  League .  Later, o n  - her  in i t iat ive, the  
P a k ista n Women Nat io n a l  G ua rd (PWNG)  a n d  the  Pa k ista n 
Women Nava l  Reserve ( PW N R) we re fo r�ed i n  194.9 . Both 
these o rga n izat ions were d isba n ded soon after she was 0 
a p po i nted P a k ista n's a m ba ssador  toNetherla nds .  

I n  1 948,  A l la h Rakha  J a m a l i  l a u nched a per iod ica l  
'Rahbaer-i-Niswan"' fro m Ba loch ista n fo r the r ights  of  
women .  

O n  2 2°d February, 19491· Beg u m  Ra 'ana  Lia q uat  copvened  a 
women confe re nce i n  K a ra ch i, wh ich  was  attended  by over 
1 00 a cti ve women from al l  over the cou ntry.  The 
co'nfe re nce ended with the format ion  of A l l  Pa k ista n 
Women's  Assoc iat ion (APWA) wi th  Ra 'ana  a s  its 
fo u n d ingPres ident .  Late r, s h e  was made  its l i fe P res ident .  
APWA was co nc'e ived as  a vol unta ry, non-po l i t ical 
o rg a n isation,  open to a l l  women of Pa kista n ·. a bove 1 6  
years of  a g e .  I t s  m a i n  o bjectives we re t h e  welfa re o f  
Pa k ista n 's  wo me(l a n d  creat ing  o p p o rtun it ies 'to r the i r  
p a rt ic ipat ion in  a l l  sectors of  the  society.  A PWA m ostly 
a ttracted the urban  m i d d l e  a nd u pper  class .women,  who 
u s u a l ly  beca m e  "active d u r ing nat u ra l  o r  m a n - m a d e  
ca l a m it ies, he lp ing  p o o r  a n d  needy i n  ne ighborhood a nd 
fo r soc ia l  ga las .  APWA o pened m a n y  g i r ls'  schools  i n  
d i ffe rent  pa rt� o f  t h e  cou'ntry.  

S i nce it has  been fo unded  by the wife o f  Pr ime M i n i ster, so 
APWA got fu l l  gover;ment  s u pport and Governor of  every 
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province became its p rovinc ia l  patron  a nd the wife of 
d istr ict  m agistra te was the  f irst choice fo r d istr ict  c h ief. 

' ' . 

Anwara K h a t u n, jo ined Awa mi  M us l im League a t  i ts  
i n ceJ?t ion a n d  became a c lose a ssociate of H ussa in  
Sha heed S u h ra w a rdy, M a u l a na Bha s h a n i  and  She ikh  
M uj i b u r  Reh m a n .  She  a ctively pa rt ic ipated in  the  Benga l i  
Language Movement  frorn 1947-1952 a rid he ld many 
consu l tati ve meeti ngs i n  her  home at  23 G reen  Road, 
Dhanman d i, D h a ka d uring the Language Movement  a nd 
p layed a v i ta l  road i n  o rga n i z i ng women  act ivists a nd 
mak ing t h� stu<;lent  str ike on  1 11h M a rc h  1948 a success. 

She was a lso one of the. mem bers along with  M a u l a n a  
Ta rka bagish ,  w h o  fa mously staged a wa lkout  a s  a p rotest  
against  Ch ief M in ister N u ru l  Amin's  i nact ion  d u ring the 
movement .  The fo l lowing day, on  2 2"d Febru a ry 1952,  
Anwa ra K h a t u n  moved a reso lut ion  i n  the Ea!'t  Bengal  
Legis ta t ive Assem b ly, dem�nd i ng the uncond i t iona l  re lease 
of a l l  peop le a rrested d u ring  the  protest, compensat ion to 
the  vict ims, a n d  p u n ishment  of the  offi c i a l s  who 0 were 
respons ib le  for the m u rders ·. and a t roc i t ies .  I n  a fie ry 
speech,  she  p rotested the  k i l l i ng ot' i n nocent  people d u ring  
those two fa ta l  days a nd l amented the  government .  I n  
1966, she  led the  Awam i  League, a ft e r  i ts  m a le leaders h i p  
was impri so ned d u ring the  S ix-po int  M oveme n t .  

I t  w a s  wom e n, most  of t h e m  o n l y  schoolg ir l s  a t  the  t ime,  
who fi rst defied  the  c urfew under ·secti o n  144, t o re off the  
po l i ce  ba,rrica des a nd a sse mb led under  the  m a ngo t ree in  
the  D h a k a U n iversity campus  p rem ises to JO i n ,  the  
movement  fo r a just  sta tus of the  Benga l i  l anguage i n  
Fe bruary 1948-52 .  

There · were a n u m be r  o f  wome n  inc lud ing  D r .  H a l ima 
Kha tun, Raws h a n  Ara Bachchu,  S ufia I brah im,  
Faz i la t u n nessa ,  Ra n i  Bat tacha riya, Prat iba  M utsudd i, Sofia 
Khan ,  Zu lekha ,  N u ri, Sa ra Taifu r, Safia  Ahmed a nd others .  
E ight  schoolg ir ls  i nc lud ing  Sufia I bra h im a n d  Raws h a n  Ara 
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Bachchu  we re i njure d  i n  the  pol ice baton  c h a rge, whi le  
m a ny o f  them were a rrested .  Rawsh a n  A.ra Bachchu jo ined 
Gonotantrik Pragotishil Chhatra Fron t  ( Dem ocratic 
Pr�gressive Student F ront )  i n  1950 to  protest s tifl i ng  
e d ucat ion po l icy of  then  Pak istan gove rn m e nt and  a h i ke in  
students' �e.e s  i n  the  U n i ve rsity. She was e l.ected m e m be r  
o f  Women Students' Res ide nce H a l l  a n d  S a l i m u l l a h  Mus l im 
Ha l l  elect ions .  P.art ic ipated i n  the meeting he ld  in  Amtola ,  

. D h a ka" U n ivers ity o'n 3pth J a n u a ry 1952 to protest Khawaja 
N a z i m ud d in's  dec la ra t ion  to m a ke Urdu the sole la nguage 
o f  Pak ista n cln 2 7th , J a n u a ry.  Dr. Halima Khatun was 
a ss igned the respo ns ib i l ity to m o bi l ize the fem a le stude nts  
fro m M usllm G ir l�' School  a n d  Bengla  Bazar  G i rls' School  
a nd b ring  them fn the  DhakaUn iversity c a m pus to  bre a k  
t h e  secti o n  144 d u r ing t h e  Language M ove m ent.  She,  
a lo ng with  fe l low fe m a l e  students  survived t h e  tear  gas  
she l l i ng  a n d  baton charge by po l ice a n d  reached the  spot  
of protest . · · 

Rani Bhattachariya had  jo ined Barisal Jagdish Saraswat 
Girls ' School a s  a ssista nt teacher in 1 9 5 1  a n d  beca me 
a ctive in  the  Language Movem e nt i n  sa m e  year. She  
part ic ipated i n  fe m a le d e m �stration i n  B a ri sa l  a lo ng with 
other  teachers of  the sc hool  on 2 1st February. Sufia Ahmed 

· was a d a ughter  of  a p rogressive m i nded judge J ustice 
I b ra h i m  Ahmed, who ins pired her to love a n d  respect the  
mother  to ngueo a nd suppo rt the Language M ovem ent.  She  
part ic ipated i n  d e m o n strat ions  a s  the s tudent  of  her  
Bar i sa l B rojam o h a nCo l l ege  d u r ing 1948, w h e n  J i n n a h  
dec l a re d  U rd u  as  t h e  so l e  la nguage of  Pa k i st a n .  She  jo ined 
D h a k a lJ n ivers i ty i n  1950 and was one of those fem a le 
fo rerunners to bre a k  secti o n  144 a n d  v io late curfew i n  
D h a k a U riive rsity o n  _2 1st February 1 9 5 2 .  I n  Novem be r  1 9 5 2, 
she  tra v� l l ed to .. Turkey a s  one  of the 10-m e m be r  cu ltu ra l 
d e legat ion a n d  sang songs i n  Be nga l i  defy ing  OP. posit ion  of 
the • West Pa k ista n i  m e m be rs of the  tea m .  Pratibba 
Mutsuddi, beca m e  a ctive· m e m b�r· of St u d e n ts' Federat ion 
d u r ing her s tudent l i fe ,  whi le  studying at  M a h a m u n i  Anglo 
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Pal i  l nsti �ut ion .  After  passi ng i ntermed iate from 
ChittagongCol lege, she was admitt�d i n  Dhaka U n iversity i n  
1954 . •  O!,lr ing t h e  Language M oveme nt, s h e  p layed an  
active ro le i n  Ch ittagong, p rotest i ng the f ir ing o n  students 
in Dhaka. Latel', i n  1955,  she organized a fema le  protest ) . .. 
mee!ing <:onsist i ng of st udents  from Women's  Ha l l  ( later 
Rokeya Hal l )  of Dhak�·U niv

.
e rsity. Subsequer:itly a rreste,d 

and  sent to l:albag� Po l i ce S!at ion a n d  later to the  D h a ka 
Centra l  Ja i l  a n d  was re lea sed after two weeks.  

: Sofi� Khan got ad m iss ion i n . the
. 
d e partment of  Benga l i  

.Literature o f  Dhaka U n iversity duri ng 1 948, where she 
Joined · the · Students' Federati o n  ' and was i nvolved · !n 
mobi l iz ing  female students of Musi im. G i rl 's School ,  
QuamrunnissaSchool !  · Banglabazar G i r l 's School  a n d  
EdenCol lege d u r ing· the  La nguage M ovement .  She w a s  o n e  
of  those women who broke po l ice cu rfe"!" o n  2 1st Feb.ruary 
1952.  

· Outraged �y the k iU i ngs o n  2 1st and  ·22°d February 1952, 
Mamtaj Begum, the then .headmistress of Narayangunj 
Morgan Girl's s·choo/, o rgan i ze d  one  of the  largest women 
demonstrations

. 
o n  2

_
9th February. She  was i m med iately 

a rrested .  Howeve r; the ord inary peo ple in Na raya nganj, 
most of whom had no capacity to educate the ir  ch i ldre n  a t  
Narayanganj Morgan .Girl's Schoo/p rotested her  a rrest .an d  
created road barricades b y  cutt i ng  h u n d reds o f  t rees  o'*r 
few m i les to obstruct t.he pol ice van from taking her  away 
from Chshara stat ion to Dhaka .  Later the government 
p ro posed that she shou ld  s ign a 'mercy petit ion'  admitt ing 
her  m istake · i n  exchange for her  freedom.  However, the 
fiery fema le  teacher  showed her  res i l ience and fight ing 

J 
spir it  by refus i ng to do so .  As a result  she was jj'..Aled,  
condem ned and d ub bed as a Com m u n ist .  She sp.im(over a 
year i n  ja i l  a nd when  f ina l ly she was freed, she lost  her job; 
her  husband d ivorced her  and d id not a l low the ir  daughter 
to l ive with her .  
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Away from fa m i ly, friends  a n d  the. loved ones, she d ied a l l  
a l o n e  i n  A m a n ito la ,  D h a k a  in  1967, a fter  m a n y  days o f  
h a rdsh ip, sta rvat ion, a ba ndonment  a n d  soci a l  exc lus ion a s  
a 'bad wo m a n  who h a d  d a red t o  g o  even t o  p rison a n d  
b e e n  fo rsa ken by h e r  h usband' .  She  w a s  o n ly 37  a t  the  
t ime  of her  death .  S h e  was just  e rased from the  po l it ica l 
a nd state m e m o ry of both Pa kista n a n d  Bengladesh,  t i l l  
J u ly 2009, where a fter  57 years of  her  h e ro ic  ro le ,  her  fi rst 
portrait  was ha nded over toNarayangunj Morgan Girl's 
School a n d  i n  August 20 10, a road in Naraya nganj was 
na med after  her  b y  the city mayor  D r. Se l ina  Hayat Jvy i n  
p resence of  h e r  o n ly d a ughter S k 1 h a n a  I s l am .  

_I n 1953 ,  APWA d e m a nded the reservati o n  of ten  w o m e n  
seats in  the N a t i o n a l  a nd P rovi nc ia l  Asse mbl ies a n d  was  
instrument.a l i n  push ing  the govern m e nt towa rds t�e 
F a m i l y  Law C o m m iss ion,  wh ich  fi n a l ly p re p a red the  d ra ft of  
the Fami ly  la ws O rd ina nce ·of  1961: 
I t  w i l l  be fa i r  to say that  APWA was never l i ked by t h e  
M o lvies and  Begu·m "Ra 'ana .  L ia q u

.
a t  a n d  eithe r· A r!WA 

women,  who . . never. .wo n! the . vei l ,  were labe led a s  
' p rostjtutes' b y  a right-wing 'Maj l i s- i -Ahra r.  . . . . 
M a u la l')a  Ma ud udi ,  the founder  of J�m aat- i - ls la m i ,  i n  e a r ly  • 

195Qs dec i;:i red thaf voti ng r ig�ts shou ld
. 

b� exte
.
nded to a l l  

adu l t  m ? res a n d. o n ly to ed.ucated  fe males :  .He expounded 
that  womeh . shou ld  not  ·be a l l owed to t a ke · a n y  p u b l ic 
office, where "tt:iey a re l i ke ly  to .com e. i n  contact with m e n . · · 
I m po rta nt p u b l ic offices · i nc lu<:l i ng

. 
tha�  of  head of state 

cou ld  o n l y  ·be h e ld . b y  " pious  . a nd le.a rned m a les .  H e  
recom mended .a separa te . asse m b ly  ·of women to a dvise 
legis latures on i ssues re la ted· to wo m e n .  

I n  1954, the  Ka·ra c h i  Bus i ness a n d  Professio n a l · Women 
C l u b  ( BPW) was form'ed a n d  i n te rest ing ly, o n ce a ga i n  
Begum Ra'a na  L iaq uat  was t h e  motivatio n  force beh ind  
th is org a n isat io n .  Later B PW c l u b s  were  o p ened i n  La hore, 
Peshawa r a nd R a wa l pi n d i .  
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In September  1954, at  the  fi n a l  sess ion of the Constituent  
Asse m bly, a b i l l  o f  the  C h a rt e r  of Women's  R ights, 
prepa red by Begum J a h a nara was d iscusse d .  

Equa l i ty of  status, e q u a l ity of o p p o rtun�ty, e q u a l  pay f o r  
e q u a l  w o r k  a n d  gua rantees of  r ights  fo r M u s l i m  w o m e n  
u n d e r  the I s l a mic  Pe rso na l L a w  o f  S h a ria ,  were the m a i n  
p o i n t s  of  tha t  cha rte r .  After  the  i n it ia l oppos i t ion  by S i r  
Zafa r  U l l a h  K h a n, who was p re s id i n g  the  sess io n ,  the  b i l l  
was passed unan imously.  -

1955 saw the  fo rmati o n  of the _  fi rst w9men o rg a n is ati o n  
a d d ress ing women r ights .  Formed b y  women po l i t ica l  
act iv ists, t h� Un ited F ro nt  for Wo_m e n's  R i ghts, u n d e r  the 
leaders h i p  of  J a h a nara S h a h nawaz  a nd Begum N a s i m  
J a h a n ,  concentrated o n  push ing  _ fo r  the pro-wo m e n  
leg is lati o n . After  the F a m i l y  Laws O rd i n a nce 1961, i t  
beca me in acti ve a n d  after  the 'fi n a l i zati o n  o f  1973 
const i tut ion,  t h is o rg a n isat ion d isappeare d  from t he 
horizo n .  

By t h i s  t i m e, wo m e n  h a d  beco me so  confident  that  t h e y  
i n i t iated a c a m pa ig n  a g a i n st the  P rime  M i n ister  
M o h a m med A l i  Bogra  for m a rrying seco n d  t ime,  without  
d ivorc ing h is  first wife .  

T h e  p re ssure created b y  U FW R  a nd APWA forced 
govern ment  to a p point  a Co m miss ion  headed  by  the Ch ief  
J ust ice of  Pa k istan ,  J u st ice Rash id .  The terms_ of  references 
of  the ·  comm iss ion i n cl uded e xa m i n i n g  the  ex ist ing laws of  
m a rr iage,  d iv�nce, m a i n te n a n ce and c ustody o f  ch i ld re n .  
C o m m i�s ion  fi na l i zed its re port i n  1956, with a note o f  
d i sse n t  by · the re l ig ious  · m e m b e r  o f  the  Comr:n iss ion ,  
M a u l a na Ahats h a m  u l  H a q ue Thanv i .  

I n  1956 ,  the  workers of Bata Shoe  Com pa ny i n  L a h o re went  
o n  st r ike  fo r the acceptance o f  t he i r  d e m a nd s. To b re a k  
t h e  sp i ri t  o f  the  wo rke rs, offic i a l s  h a d  b a n ned t h e  e n t ry o f  
out-s ide s u p p o rters  i n  t h e  fa cto ry a re a .  The m e m b e rs o f  
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DWA, u n d e r  Tah i ra M a z h a r  A l i, wearing ve i l s  reached the 
prem ises  to show sql ida rity with the workers. 

· 

I n  the  same  year, the Fed e ra t i o n  9f U n iversity Women was 
fo rmed a n d  i ts  mem ber:;h ip  was open  for the students of 
bache lor  a nd advanced degrees .  One o f  the ·  e a rl ie st .,ta s ks 
of th i s  o rga n isat ion was t o  set-u p a degre e  co l l ege for 
those women in .  Ka·rach i, who were keen to cont in ue the i r  
st ud ies  but  we re u n a ble t o  get  a d m issions i n  gover.n m e nt-
run co l leges.  

, 

The sa m e  period witnessed. e m e rge nce of m a ny more 0 

wo m e n  o rg a nizat ions inc lud ing  F a rp i ly P l a n ning 
Associa t ion  of  Pa kista n, Pa kista n Ch i ld welfa re Co u nci l, 
Pa k istan N urses' Federat i.on ,  the Ho usewives Associat ion,  
G i rls '  G u ide Associ�� ion and Internat io n a l  Women's  't lub .  

The You'ng  �omen's C h rist ian Associa t ion  o(YVifCA), 
fo unded  way-back  irr 1.899., a lso started !ts Pak istan_. bra nch · 
i n  the  same  per iod.  It not  011ly p rovided a hoste l  for t h e  
work ing wo m e n  b u t  a lso  sta rted tra i n ing c o u rses i n  
secreta r i a l  work a n(i bffice a d m in istrat ion .  In e a rly days of  
Pa kista n,  the  Ch risti a n  wom e n ·  were  i n  majori ty a s  fa r as  
the  wo_rk ing wom e n  i n  'urba n a re a s  were  conce rned . .  

" . 

O n  the i nvita t ion  ofDWA, Per in  Borocha a lo ng with :o�her  
wo men,  who were res ist ing the  U S  o cc u pat ion  o f  \i·ietn

.
a m, 

vis ited Pa k ista n and  add ressed gatherings  i n  m a ny cit ie·s. 

I n  1962,  Al l  Pa �ista n Wo m e n' s  Associati o n  (APWA) 
ca m p a igned for the fa ni i ly laws, wh ich  la ter  was 
introduced by the Ayub govern ment  as the  Fa m i ly Laws 
O.rd ina nce  1962 .  

· · 

F o r  t h e  p res id� n ti a l  e lecti o n s  of · 1 965, the  Combi ned 
. O p pos i t ion  Part ies  (CO P )  put  F a t i m a  J i n n a h ,  s ister of  
J i n na h a s  i t s  jo int . cand idate a g a i n st G e n e ra l  Ayu b  K h a n .  
M a n y  o f  Ayub's c rony rel ig ious  scholars issued ed \cts that  
a wo tn a n  could not  ho ld  the  o ffice o f  the head  of state.  
Al�ost a l l  i n d e pen�ent a n a lysts a re i n  consensus tha t  
Fa t i m a  J i n n a h  had  won these i n d i rect e lect ions  a n d  was 
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defeated by r igg ing  a nd not by the popular vote. 
I nterest ing a s pect" of Fatima Jinnah's candidature was her 
support by the r ight wing eiements, inciuding jamaat-i
l s l a m i, "who j u st if ied a diversion in their earlier stance 
rega rd ing  .wo m e n  as the head of state, for 'an 
extra o rd i n a ry c i rc u msta nces' .  

In J a n u a ry 1967,  Lahore branch of the Soroptomist 
I nterna tio na l  Assoc iation, which had a consultativ� status 
with U N ESCO, wa s o p ened . Its main activity was an annua l  
s e m inar, where p a pers on  issues related to women were 
p rese nted .  

I n  19&7, a w�lfa re o rgan isation, Behbood Association was 
fo rmed,  · m a i n ly  foc used on creating a spirit of self-reliance 
a nd se l f-respect a m o ng the under privileged worpen by 

. he lp ing· thern t o  e a rn a l iving. 
. . .  

I n  those yea rs, wom e n  could work in different organisation 
at ·sa m e  t i m e .  As o n e  c a n  see Marium Habib, a painter a nd 
f ine 0a rts te�cher, who  l ater became one of the pioneer 
wo m e ft  journa l ist in Paki stan, ·  was a founder member of 
the Bus i n�ss a nd Profess iona l  Women's Club in Lahore, at  
one tim e  r-'a s  p res ident  of the Soroptom!st Club.and a lso 

· o n  the  execut ive c o m m ittee of APWA, Punj�b. 

l n 196.7,  a . m a ss m ovement aga inst · Ayub goyernme!lt 
sta r.ted, . which  .a ccord i ng to rriany ana lysts brought 
Pa ki�ta n <Jt  the th reshold of the revolution. Karachi, being 
an i n d i.rstfia l  dty was at the forefront of this movement 
and witr:ie ssed. u pr i s ing  of al l  segments of society induding 
wo r:nen ,  To cap i t a l iz e  the momentum among women, who 
we re m o b i l i zed. d u ri n g  the movement, a Karachi  b ranch of 

· OWA wa s fo rmed in 1969.  It  concentrated on the pol itical  
work a m o ng .fe ma l e  factory and fisheries workers, and  the 
fe m ::i le fa m i ly m e m be rs of workers and  students. 

The a rtest o f  Zu lfi qar  Ali Bhutto, during the agitation 
aga inst the ·Ayu b government, brought his wife Begum 
N usrat B h utto in t he forefront of the movement; later she 



5 2 2  People 's Movement in Pakis tan 

was  to play a hero ic  ro le  d ur ing  the worst m i l i t a ry ru le  of  
Genera l  Z ia .  

In  1968, the DWA beca m e  m e m b e r  of the  Wo men's  
I n ternationa l  Democrat ic  O rga n izatio n .  

O n  1 91h Nove m b e r, 1969, Ms .  Akhta r B a loch  a nd M s .  Anees 
M e m o n  sta rted the i r  h u nger  str ike in  Hyderabad fo r 
pr int ing o f  voter l ists in S i n d h i .  They were a rrested . Akhter 
B a luch w rote her  p rison d a i ry 'Qaidiyani ji  dairy' ( D a i ry of 
a fema le  pr ison)  in S ind hi, which later was tra ns lated in  
m a ny languages.  

D u ring  . the . ag itat ion aga inst  Ayu b's d icta tors h i p  a nd 
afterwa rd for the e lect ion ca m pa ign  fo r pa rty c a n d id a tes, 
fem a l e  PPP workers had gone  door-to-door, b riefi ng 
women a bout  their  equa l  fight a nd p ro m is ing  a n  
exploitatio n- free society .  These idea ls  gave a n e w  ray of 
hope to wom e n, especia l ly of  the working c l a sses, who 
e nthus iastica lly p a rtic ipate d  in 1971 e lecti ons a n d  vdted 
for PPP.  

After  the e lections, m a ny of these women beca m e  part of 
PPP a n d  with the help o f  leftist e lements with i n  the pa rty, 
they became active m embers .  The P P P  est a b l i shed  its 
women wing, under  the leadersh ip  of  Beg u m  N usrat 
Bhutto, who . a fter  the execution of her husba nd,  beca me 
the  Party chief. 

After  the creat ion of Ba ngladesh,  Bh utto came into  power 
and formed a Constitution Committee to d ra ft t h e  new 
const itut ion for the country. This  co m m ittee had two 
women members, Nas im Jehan  a nd · D r. Ashra f  A b b a ssi ,  
who later  beca m e  the f irst  Deputy Spea ker of the N at iona l  
Assem b ly.  

· 

Borr) i n  a l ibera l -m inded la ndowner  fa m ily  of . the 
conse rvative reg ion  of La rka na ,  Ashraf  Abbass i  got  her  
e a rly educat ion  a t  her a ncestors' v i l lage Wa leed,  w he re 
t h e  fi rst pr imary school  was  opened way back  i n  1894 .  H!=r  
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step  brother  Com ra d e  .Al i  M o hammed opened a schoo l  for 
g i r l s .  As hra f  ' wa s  e ncouraged in h e r  educat ion by Lady 
Khursh id  S h a h nawaz  B hutto, whose gra n d  d a ughter  
Benaz i r  B h utto was  to become P rime Minister .  After  
pass ing  h e r  m at ricu late  exa m i n a tion ,  s h e  got a d m iss ion i n  
DJ  M a l  Sc ience Col lege Karach i  ( fo u n d e d  by  p h i l a nthropist  
S i n d h i  H in d u s  in  late n i neteen�h century) a nd d u ri ng th is 
period stayed a t  YWCA hoste l .  ' 

Afte r pass ing  I ntermediate,  she  . i n te nded to become 
doctor  and i n  e arly 1940s· got admiss ion i n  the · 
LadyHard i ngMed ica l Col leg e  for Women De lh i, where she  
stud ied jus t  for one  yea r  and  d ur ing  h e r  fi rst a n n ua l  
vacat ions, was  ma rr ied to  h e r · first cous in  Kha n 
M o h a m med.  

One  o f  her  two sons, fe l l  sick of  meas les  and  d u ri n g  h is 
cure, she  asked h e r  husband's p e rmis�i on  to complete h e r  
medica l  s tud ies .  After  h a nd i ng ovei h e r  c h ik:f re n  t o  h e r  
s iste r, s h e  a pp l ied  for admission i n  t h e  D o w  Medica l  
Co l leg� Karach i, where the p rinc ip� I  i n it ia l ly d iscouraged 
th is  m a rried wom a n  to·  continue her e d ucation .  However, 
she  .was  e n ro l led  i n  the  col lege on the  basis  o f  h e r  merit .  I n  
co l lege, sh�  jo ined  the l ibera l  a n d  progressive students  
and was e lected Cl in ic  S ec retary of studen ts' un ion d urin g  
1952-53 .  she  p laye d  an a ctiv e  role - i n  the  students' 
a g itati o n· of  J a n u a ry 19?3 . d u ri n g  which  m a ny stude n ts 
were k i l led  'i n  pol ice firing .  · 

After  pass ing  h e r  fin a l  M BB S  e?<a miliat ion,  the  govern m e n t  
a p p ointed h e r  a s  m e d i c a l  o fficer i n  ta r�a na.. I n  h e r  p rivat� 
p·ra ctice, she c h a rged fee s  .from . the ric h  but  .treated t h e  
p o o r  without a n y  c h a rges.  Dur ing  t h is, s h e  observed the  
m ise�ies  a nd poverty o f  the people  .a n d' sta rte d  soc ia l  work 
in  the a re a . 

She  was e lected a s  K h a irpur  Divisio!la l. membe r  a n� l a ter  i n  
1962,  w o n  a provinc ia l  seat  from a woman· reserved · seat .  
D uring this  e lect ion h e r  h usband <jied i n  a road acc ide nt .  
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After Bhutto took over ttie power, he nominated Ashraf for 
a woman reserved sea! i n  nat ional  a ssembly and l ate'r she 
a s  a woma n  member, was taken i nto the . constitution 
m aking cornm ittee.  After the a doption of the coostitution 
on 141h August 1973, 6egum ·Ashraf Abbass i '  was e lected as  
the Deputy Speaker of the national a ssembly, after that 
she qu it her regula r medical  p ractice .  

After the i mposition of Mart ia l  L_aw by Genera l  Z ia ,  she was 
deta ined first at Su�kur Centra l Ja i l  ,and  later at .  f'!�r 
residence.  During that, a disqua l i fica tion reference was 
brought aga inst her but Sind h High Court i ssued the 
verd ict in  her  favor. During. 'Jail Bharo· Tahreek' of 1983, 
hfr a rrest ' warrants were issued and after dodging the 

· ' . 
pol ice for some time� she court a rrested i n  Larka na, ·where 
a fter her e "!lotional  speech, the a'nti-Zia workers 
confronted the  pol ice. 

I n  the post-General Zia 1988 general  e l ections, she 
defe.ated one of the biggest feudal  lords of Si_ndh in  a 
La rkana- constituency, with a big m a_rgi n  and. once aga in  
was e lected. a s  the Deputy Spe'a�er of the National  
Assembly, duri ng the short-l ived . e lected  government · of 
PPP. 

· The 1973· constitution gave women. more rights than a ny 
other constituti o·n of Pa kista.ri .The . 1973  q:rnstitution 
gu_a ra ntee d  the equa l · status of - both me�1 and · womeri.  
During th� Bhutt o government ( 1972-1977), women got 
rel atively "!Ore importance in state function ing. Through 

· the a dministra ti ve -reforms of 1972, women · could enter 
the· Foreign Services a nd d istrict mana ge ment group, from 
which they had been barred earl ier. 

For the first t ime in  the history of Pakistan, a woman 
Begum Ra'na l iaquat Al i  Khan was a p pointed the Governor 
of Sindh in  1972 .  A year later, Dr.  Ka n iz  Fatima,  beca me 
first woma n  to be the Vice Chancellor, when she was 
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appointed for the post for Quaid-i-AzamU niversity, 
I s lamabad .  

The  yea r 1975 , _  was offi c ia l ly dec lared a� 'women year',  
and Pak istan  was re p resented by Begum N usrat Bhutto at  
the  I nternationa l  Wom e n  Confe re nce in  Mexico and a 
semi-autonomous Pak ista n Wome,n's Institute was set u p  
i n  La ho re to commemorate t h e  year. 

A gro u p  of · female  stud e nts of the University of Punjab 
Lahore formed the Women's F ront  i n  1974-75. This was a 
sma l l  but agg ressive leftist g ro u p, which based its progra m 
on  the struggle to cha nge the society' under the  vanguard 
leadership of the worki n g  c lass .  It represented the.extreme 
left tendency of that t ime and whi le criticizing the Bhutto 
government for its fe uda l  orientation, it a l so declared  
I nternation a l  Women Year a fraud b y  the United Nation i n  
service o f  t h e  I mperia l i sm.  M ost o f  its member_s be.longed 
to the lower middle class and were opposed to the use of 
adornme nts a n d  cosmetic, which they. saw as the symbols 
of the  s lavery for women .  O n  81h Marc h  1 975, the 
I nternat iona l  wome n  day, th.e i r  ra l ly was b�to{l charged by 
the pol ice in Rawa l p in d i, where they a lso organized a May 
Day meeting. 

The Fro nt  contested e lect ions in P1:1njabUn ivers ity and won 
both the women seats.  With in  a year, it · opened its 
bra nches in Sargodha a nd M u ltan .  After couple of  years of 
its existence, th is  F ront va n ished as  i ts  ear l ier  cadre fai led 
to penetrate !he masses.  

In November  1975,  few you n g  women, recently returned 
from Western education a l  i n stitutes and with exposure to 
the c urre nt women movements, met in  I s lamabad  and  
estab l ished Shirkat Goh- Women's Resource Centre, which 
later  developed i nto a maj,pr NGO for women in Pakista n. 
It o pe ned a hostel  in I s l amabad for s ing1e women in  August 
1976. l n 1979, it beg an  work ing in  Karach i .  
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In J a n u a ry 1 976,  a .13-member  W o m e n  Rights Comm ittee 
was formed under  the cha i rm an s h i p  of  Ya hya Bakht iya r, 
the  Atto rney G e ne ra i  of Pa k i sta n .  It  had  n i n e  . wo m e n  
m e m be rs .  Thoug� i t  presented i t s  report in  J u ly 1976, b u t  
beca use o f  the  e af"ly e lection s  a nd conseque ntly 
i m posit ion of M a rt i a l  Law by . G e ne ra l  Z ia ,  its 
recommendat ions were never been i m pl e m e nted . 

D u ri�g that  brief period of democra cy, m a ny exclus ive 
wo m e n  g ro u ps or with m ixed g e n d e r  e m e rged to work 
towa rds cha ng ing  the society for a bette r futu re .  The 
wo m e n's  wing of Nat iona l ist Stude nts' O rg a n izat ion i n  
P u nja b w a s  one  s u c h  exa m ple, whose fem a le mem bers not 
on ly  ma inta i ned the i r  separate  u n its  in the ca m pu ses but 
a lso worked o n  pol it ica l a n d  class base with the working 
class wom e n  a n d  with t hose who were l iv ing in the u n de r
p rivi legedloca l it ies .  

Dur ing  its  1977  e lectio n  campa ign ,  t h e  re l ig ious J a m aa t- i 
l s la m i  opposed the Fa m ily Law .  O rd in a nc e  ( 196 1 )that 
restra i ned polygamy and regulated d ivorce, and a vowed 
the b a n n i n g  of extra m a rita l sex, and promised

. 
to put a n  

end  to b irth  �o ntrol, wttich it saw a s  be ing  u n- l s la m ic .  

I n  1976-77,  left-oriented u n iversity teachers, students a n d  
ot her  work ing  wom e n  i n  l�l a m a b a d  sta rte d  a nother 
orga n isat ion c a l led  Aurat. This org a n izat ion began work in  
a low- income a rea·  near I s l amabad ,  focused on the 
p ro b l e m s  of wo m e n  i n  that  loca l itya n d  orga n ized them. It 
a lso la unched a newsletter  'Aurat', i n  August 1978, which 
h igh l ighted the issues of women espec ia l ly those of the  
lower  c lasses.  I t. m a naged to br ing  out  s ix  i s sues  of the 
newsletter . and the jo int  issue of  J a n u a ry-February-M a rc h  
1981 ,  ha ppened t o  b e  the  la�t one .  
O n  1 7th Se pte mber 1978, a s  B h utt o was fa c ing  _m urder 
charges  in the  Supre m e  Court, p ro - P P P  wom e n  b rought 
out a ra l ly in Rawa lp ind i .  After  baton · c h a rge, pol ice 
a rrested five wom e n  Begum Abida  0M a l i k, l nayat Begum, 
Zakia K a n iz, K h u rsh id  Alam and B e g u m  M a l i k, a lo ng with 
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five m a le workers .  They were m istreated a nd a bu sed in the 
po l i ce lockup  a nd next day were produced before a 
M i l i t a ry Court ,  wh ich  se ntenced male workers for one year 
i m pr iso n ment  and 15 l a shes  and re leased women worke rs. 

The M a rt i a l  Law Govern ment  of Genera l Zia, o nce aga in  
b rought  t he da rk  days, especi a l ly for women.  As it was 
cons id e red a v ictory over the l ibera l  regime by J:he r ight
wing, a t tacks on  women mobil ity began.  I n itia l ly these 
i nc idents  were iso lated cases,  l ike in  the last q uarter of 
1 978;  a woman in  a ba kery, s i tuated i n  an u p per  c lass 
loca l i ty of La horewas s l apped by a stra nger m a le,  because 
she  was not cover ing  her hea d .  Later the Zia 
a d m i n istra t ion  o rdered women i n  government service to 
wear  chadars. 

I n  1979,  the notor ious  Hudood Ordinance was 
p ro m u lgated,  as the Genera l  Zia's first step towards 
lslamization.  The Ord i n a nce covered a d ultery, fornication, 
ra pe a nd p rost i tut ion,  fa lse testimony, t heft a nd 
consumpt ion  of a lcoho l .  I t  contained a sect ion re lat ing to  
the  m a nner  i n  wh i ch  p u n ishme nts were to be  executed . 

Z a ri n a  Ba loch,  a l ead ing  S indh i  fol k  s inger  was arrested for 
h e r  po l itica l  a ctivi ties  i n  1979  a nd was kept i n  S u kkur a nd 
K a ra c h i  J a i l s .  

N 198 1co l lected over  seven thousand  s ignatures. 

In the a u t u m n  of  1981 ,  to p ro pagate Is lam t h rough state
run te lev is ion,  a week ly  lecture progra m Al-Huda was 
started .  Speaker  fo r that  p rogram was Dr .  lsrar Ahmed, 
m e m b e r  of I s l a m i c  I deo logy Counci l ,  as  wel l  Zia's hand
p icked Majlis-i-Shoora ( the Advisory Counc i l ) .  He  had  q uit  
the  J a m a a t- i - l s l a m i  o n  the  issue of Fat ima J i n na h's  
pres identi a l  c a nd idat ure,  way back in  1962. Although i t  
was  we l l - known tha t  l s r a r  h ad  forbidden the  presence of  
women  i n  the reco rd i ng stud io d u ri ng h i s  progra m but 
women had not re a cted to it .  
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An interv iew to Urdu  dai ly Jang on 1 8th M a rch 1982 ,  i n  
which he had describedh is versio n  of  a n  I s l am ic  state, 
opened the flood-gates of protests aga i nst h i m .  On  t h e  
same day, a group o f  women led b y  �egum Asghari Rah im,  
staged a demonstration in  front of the  te levis ion  'stat ion in  
Karachi  and demanded that  Dr .  lsra r shou ld  be removed 
from the television program.  Acco rd i ng to some accounts, 
Yasmeen Abbassi, the wife of then mi l itary Governor  of  
Sindh, was a mong the d e m o n strators .  From the 
demonstration few women were taken i n to  custody, wh i re 
others were taken to the Commissioner Office . Next day, 
a lthough the government spokesperson d e nied the  
presence of Yasmeen in the d e m o n st rat ion  but  the  d a i ly 
Jang published a statemer:it by her o n  1 9th M a rch that  
women would continue to  come o ut a nd p rotest unt i l  the  
rights of  women and  chi ldren were safeguarded .  

On 181h March, 18 women orga n izatio ns, i nc lud ing APWA 
and WAF, held a joint meeting and Begum Ra 'ana  L la q ua t  
presented resolution, passed by t h e  meet i ng, say ing t h a t, 
'His ( lsrar's) views are not balanced or  based o n  a proper  
understanding of Islam.  To work in a ny pro fess ion is the  
basic right of women in Is lam ·as it g ives comp lete freedom 
and independence to women to engage in  econom ic 
activ_ities within or  outside of home'.  

The resol ution a lso demanded the rem ova l  of  l sra r from 
television immediately. Pakistan Med ica l Assoc iat ion,  
dominated by the leftist activists, a lso passed a reso lut io n 
against lsra r. 

O n  the other ha nd, the m inority Shia co m m u n ity, who was  
antagonized by lsrar Ahmed for a r_ra ng ing  h is  daughter' s  
marriage o n  .the 81hMuharam, the month  of  mourn ing  for 
them, took opp.ortunity and o rg a n izedde monstrat ions  
against h im a l l  over the country. 

On 201h March, the Al-Huda progra m was t a k e n  off the  a i r  
and replaced b y  Fahm-i-Koran, which d id  n o t  feat ure l srar  
Ahmed. The television authorities m a inta ined that  th is  
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cha nge was pre-sc h e d u l ed a n d  it  had n o t h i n g  t o  d o  with  
wo m e n ' s  protest .  A l t h o ugh ,  l s ra r  Ahmed c o n t i n ued a s  a 
m e m be r  o f  !Vla j ! i s- i - S hoo ra ,  bu t  h i s  removal  fro m te lev i s ion  
sc re e n  was  seen  by  a n t i - re l ig ious  fu n d a m e n t a l i s m  gro u ps ,  
espec ia l ly_ women's  o rga n i za t ions  as t h e i r  h a rd e a rned  
v i c tory.  

l s ra r  d i d not  s top there,  in a later i nte rvi ew, he a n n o u n ce d  
t h a t  no  one  c o u l d  be p u n i sh ed fo r assa u l t i ng o r  r ap ing  a 
wo m a n  u n t i l  the  I s l a m i c  state is not  b e i n g  est a b l i shed . 
Verba l a rg u m e n ts betwe e n  women o rga n i z a t i o n s  a n d  l s ra r  
c o n t i n ued fo r a wh i l e  a n d  a fterward in  t h e  seco n d  week  of  
May 1 9 82 ,  he res igned  from t h e  Maj/is-i-shooro, c l a i m ing  
tha t  h i s  res igna t ion  had  n o t h i ng to do  wit h t h e  p rotest  of  a 
h a n dfu l Weste rn ized wo m e n .  

I n  Nove m be r  1 9 8 1 ,  t h e  gove r n m e n t  t o o k  a n o t h e r  s tep  
fo rwa rd in  the  seg regat ion  o f  women  by flo a t i n g  � h e  i dea  
o f  a separate  u n ivers i ty fo r women .  I t  mus t  be m e nt ioned  
h e re t h a t  i t  was  an  o l d  demand  of  Ja maat - i - l s l a m i  and  i t  
h a d  taken  up  the  i s sue  d u r ing the  1 9 7 0  e l e cti o ns  
c a m p a ig n .  Now Jamaat  was d icta t i ng the  fu l f i l l m e n t  of  i t s  
d e m a n d  fo r j o i n i ng t h e  G e n e ra l  Z ia  gove r n m e n t .  Wo m e n  
o rga n i z a t i o n s, espec i a l ly WA F l a u nched  effo rts t o  c o u n t e r  
t h e  m o ve a n d bes ides  i n i t i a t i ng a s ignature ca m pa ig n ,  t h e  
c o l u m n s  of  Le t ters t o  E d i tor  were fi l led w i th  l e t ters o f  
p rotest  t h roughout  Nove m ber  a n d  December. 

I n  Nove m be r  1 9 80, a n u m be r  of women were s e l e c te d  to 
attend an i n tern a t i o n a l  sports eve nt, s ched u l ed in  Sr i  
L a n ka i n  ea rly 198 1 .  The se lected a t h letes s p e n t  one a n d  
h a l f m o n t h  t ra i n i ng i n  Lahore b u t  j u st  five d a ys befo re 
t h e i r  d e p a r t u re,  t h e  t r i p  was  ca n ce l l e d  a n d  they  we re sent  
b a c k  to t h e i r  homes .  S a m e  t h ing h a p pe n e d  aga in  i n  t h e  
s u m m e r  of  1 9 8 1 ,  when  after t h ree m o n t h s  t ra i n i ng 
sess ions  fo r the F i rst As ian Ga mes ,  sched u le d  o n  1 7t " 
August 198 1 ,  i n  To kyo, t hey  were asked o n  14 th A ug ust  to 
d is b a n d  the  c a m p .  In  both cases  there were n o  wr i t ten 
d i rect ives fo r the  a c t i o n s .  O n  both occa s ion ,  M o lv ies ,  
espec ia l l y  i n  I s l a m a b a d  a nd i n  the  garr ison c i ty  of  
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Rawa l p i n c i  had ca m p a igned aga i nst women's  p a rt i c i pa t ion  
i n  the  sports events .  Bowing  to p ress u re of re l ig io u s  
e i e m e nts, the  Federa i M i n is ter  fo r Spo rts a n d  Cu l tu re,  
Arbab  N ia z, sa id that  a l tho ugh the  gove rnment  was keen  
to p ro m ote women's  sports, b u t  these  shou ld  be o rgan ized 
i n  a m a n n e r  not  aga i ns t  the  I s l a m ic i nj u ncti o n .  Same  t h i n g  
h a p pe n e d  aga i n  i n  1982 ,  when  w o m e n  were ba rred fro m 
pa rti c i pati ng i n  AS IAD ga mes, d ue to s ta rt o n  191h 
Nove m be r  i n  New D e l h i .  Th i s  t ime, women he ld · a 
d e m o n strati o n  a t  La horeAi rpo rt o n  13 t h Nove m be r, when  
the  a l l - m a l e  Pa k ista n i  team d e p a rted fo r the eve n t .  O n  t he 
occas ion ,  Neva C h a n a n ,  a p ro m i nent  fe m a l e  a t h l ete, 
a d d ressed a p ress confe rence a n d  d e p l o red t h e  
gove r n m e n t  a t t i t u d e .  F e w  m a l e  spo rt -persons  i n c l u d i ng 
ca pta i n  of hoc key team Sa rn i  U l lah ,  tenn i s  tea m capta i n  
Saeed M i r  a n d  wrest l e r  S a l a h u d d i n  spo ke i n  favor  of 
w o m e n ' s  par t i c ipat ion  in sports .  At the a i rport a m e m be r  
of  t h e  box ing  team,  a serv ing a rmy office r M aj o r  Ar if  
o p posed women's  par t i c ipat ion  i n  sports .  

Desp i te of  i ts  dec is ion to exc l ude sportswo m e n  fro m 
Pa k i sta n i  cont i ngent  to New D e l h i, the gove r n m e n t  h a d  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  p res i d e n t  of  Pa k i s tan  Wo men ' s  Hockey 
Assoc ia t ion ,  Begum Pa rveen  At if, w ife of a serv ing  Pa k ista n 
Army Br ig a d i e r,to at tend  the  event .  

W h e n  the  offi c i a l s  met  to  e l ect office-bearers  o f  Asi a n  
hockey Federat ion ,  Beg u m  At if  was nom i nated fo r t h e  post  
of v ice- p res ide nt ,  wh ich  was  objected to by m a ny 
d e l ega tes on  the g ro u n d  that  no  such  de legate s h o u l d  b e  
e l ig i b l e  fo r a ny post whose count ry had b a rred wo m e n  
fro m p a rt i c i p a t i ng i n  t h e  sports events .  O n  Pa rvee n's 
e l ect ion ,  f ive fe ma le  d e legates  staged a wa lk-out  fro m the 
meet i ng .  Th is  p rotest forced Pa rveen to res ign from t h e  
post .  

I n  J a n u a ry 1982 ,  the WAF Ka rach i cha pter  o rga n ized a two 
day  sympo s i u m  on ' H u m a n  r ights  a n d Pak ista n i  wo m e n ' .  I t  
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a lso started t o  r e a c h  out  the re l ig ious  m i n o ri t ies  a n d  
wo rk ing c l a ss wo m e n .  

I n  o rd e r  t o  fo rm a m a s s  o rga n isat ion fo r t h e  struggle o f  
t h e i r  r ights, WA F e n co u raged o t h e r  wo m e n  groups  a nd 
i n d iv idua l s  who were i n  ag ree ment  with  i ts  c h a rter  to jo in  
a n d  fo rm cha pters, wh ich  h a d  to have the  a p p rova l  of  two 
ea r l iest cha pte rs' i . e .  K a rach i  a n d  La hore .  

I n  th ese e a rly days,  some women m e m be r  o f  the  bourgeois  
po l i t i ca l  pa rt ies spec i a l ly affi l i a ted with  Ta h re e k- i - lsta q la l, 
(T l )  u n d e r  A i r  M a rt i a l  ( re t i red ) Asg h a r  K h a n, wh ich  h a d  
a tt racted the e l ite  c la ss, a lso beca m e  a ct iv e  i n  WA F .  Soo n ,  
th ese T l  a ffi l i a ted wo m e n  tr ied  to c a p t u re WAF, espec i a l ly 
i n  La hore, where few e l i t ist women h a d  j o i n e d  the pa rty. 
After  a r i ft w i th in  WAF La hore, these po l i t i ca l  wo m e n  
fo rmed a se p a rate  g ro u p  W A F  ( D e m ocrat ic ) . M e a n w h i l e  
t h e  l eft ist women i n  La h o re fo rmed Tahreek-i-Khawateen 
a n d  o rga n ized m a ny act iv i t ies  wi th  the  co l l a b o rat ion  of 
WAF. So after the  fo r m a t io n  of Tahreek-i-Khawateen, the  
u r b a n  based w o m e n  r ights gro u p  WAF ,  got  the  
enfo rce ment  of  work ing c lass  women and  fe m a le stude n ts, 
who fo rced WAF to take  the issues,  a ffe c t i ng other  t h a n  
the  e l ite a n d  m id d l e  c lass women .  

O n  1 51h M a rch  1982 ,  the gove r n m e n t  i s sued  a new 
d irect ive fo r the fe m a le e d ucat ion;;i l  i n st i tu t ions  u n d e r  the  
Federa l  Gove r n m e nt, wh i ch sa id , 'The  Fed e ra l  Govern m e n t  
had  d e c i d e d  tha t  i n  a l l  i n stit ut ions  u n d e r  i t s  contro l ,  g i r l s  
fro m c lass IX u pwa rd wi l l  he ncefo rt h  wea r a p ro p e r  
dupatta a s  head  cove r, ra ther  t h a n  t h e  t h i n  s t r ip  o f  c loth 
which i s  genera l l y  i n  use at  present .  I t  has  further  been 
d e c ided that  a l l  fe m a l e staff i n  schools  and co l leges w i l l  be 
m odestly d ressed and wi l l  wear  a chador ove r t h e i r  
d resses. '  

The d i rective rega rd i ng 'Chador and Chardevari' o pened a 
hot  de bate i n  P a k i s tan ,  as women o rg a n i zat ions  i ssued 
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s ta tements a n d  he ld  few demo nstrat ions  a n d  women 
wr i ters ,  l i ke K ishwar  N a heed and  Saeeda  Gazdar  wrote 
b o l d ly on the issue . 

I n  Apr i l  1982,  the  Counc i l  of I s l a m ic Ideo logy ( C l l )  
proposed a n e w  L a w  o f  Ev idence to re p lace the  Ev idence 
Act of  1872,  to br ing  i t  i n to  conform ity with I s l a m .  Th is  
d ra ft p rescr ibed that  i n  a l l  cases other  tha n the  H udood 
O rd i n a nce a n d a ny other  ' spec ia l  law', two ma le  witnesses, 
a nd in a bsent  of two m a l e wi tnesses, one m a l e  a n d  two 
fe m a l es, wou ld  be req u i red to prove a cri m e .  In May 1982,  
the gove rnment  fa u n c h e d  a ca m p a ign aga i nst obscen ity 
a n d  pornogra phy.  WAF a nd other  women a ct iv ists  saw i t  a s  
a n other  at te m p t  t o  restr ict wo m e n  m o b i l ity a n d  
p a rt i c ipa t ion  i n  l a rger  soc iety .  

On 2 7th Nove m b e r  1982,  a po l i ti c a l  wo men o rg a n isati o n  
'Sindhiani Tahreek' ( S i n d h i  Women Move m e nt )  wa s 
fo r m ed by a S i n d h  based p ro-Ch ina  Soc i a l i st g ro u p .  

I n  J a n u a ry 1983,  Z i a  i s s u e d  a n  exec uti ve o rd e r  bar r i ng  
s i ng le  woman  fo re ign serv ices officers fro m serv ing  
a b ro a d .  For  the yea r o f  1982 -83,  wo men s topped be ing  
recru i ted in  ba n ks a n d  t hose a l ready i n  service were not  
p ro m ote d .  

J n  1 2th February 1983,  to  P'fesent a memora n d u m  aga i ns t  
t h e  Law of  Ev idence ,  to  t h e  Lahore H igh Court Ch ief  J u st ice  
D r .  Javed I q ba l , over  two h u n d red wo men,  inc l u d i ng Ta h i ra 
M a z h a r  A l i , Asma J a ha ng i r, Sha htaj Qa za l bash ,  B u s h ra 
A i tzaz, Te h reema M i t h a  a nd others brought  out  a _ra l ly,  
which was  stopped by the  po l i ce a t  nea rby H a l l  Roa d .  The 
ra l l y  was  jo in t l y  ca l l ed  by the  P u nj a b  Women Lawyers 
Assoc ia t ion  a n d  WAF .  I n  p rotest aga inst the .stoppage by 
the  p o l ice ,  women p rotesters gave a sat - in  at  the roa d .  
A s m a  J a h a ng i r, a la wyer b y  profess ion ,  c a m e  to H igh Court 
to get  s u p po rt, at tha t  t i m e  ever-ready to p rotest aga i nst  
d ictato rs h i p , H a b i b  j a l i b  was  s i t t ing  there· with A.b i d  Hassa n 
M a n to, Syed Afza l  Hyder  a n d  Aitzaz  Ahsa n .  Asma p roposed 
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that  i f  J a l i b  wou ld  recite few poems in  fro nt  of p ro test i n g  
wo men,  then  t h ey c o u l d  d ispe rse peacefu l ly, so J a l i b  A long 
with few o t h e rs . went to the  p rotest a nd _ a fter- a br ief 
add ress, recited h i s  a nt i -Zia poems, ·w h i c h  re-e n e rgized the 
wo m e n .  Ta k ing advantage of cha rged a t m o s p h e re, J a l i b 
t h u ndered 'O ! Po l ice fo rce, open  the  way.  Lad ies ! Let us 
m a rch ' .  And they started m a rch ing  towards High Co u rt by 
the  Mal l  Road .  The po l ice  o n ce aga in  s topped the wo m e n  
a n d  sta rted bato n-cha rge, a s  J a l i b  p rotested o n  rt ,  he  too 
was grab bed by the  p�l ice and  wa s severe ly  beaten .  On 
that, Was im C h a ud h ry, an  office bea re r  o f  H igh  Court B a r  
Associat ion confro nted the  po l ice  a nd J a l i b  w a s  rescued 
fro m the po l ice  and was g u ided to n e a rby L a h o re P ress 
Club by N isar  U s m a n i, d a i ly Dawn L9 h o re b u re a u chief a nd 
a media  trade u n io n  lea d er .  The po l ice a rrested ·a n d  ja i led 
m a ny wo m e_n fo r v io lat ing the  ban o n  p o l i t ica l a ct iv i t ies ,  At 
least �we nty- p a rt ic ipa nts were inju red in t h e  c l.a s h  with  
po l ice, a nd a nother  t h i rty we re a rrested .  Desp ite th i s  
demo nstration  o r  beca u se of  i t ,  wo m e n  got  much needed 
s u p po rt frd"m other  . sect ions  of  t h e , soc iety, m ost ly  
c o m p rised of  m e n .The proposed c h a nges were 
nevertheless fo rced t h rough by Genera l  Z ia 's  h a nd·- p icked 
Majlis-i-Shoora less than a· m o n t h  later .  Th is  
demonstrat ion  a n d  espec ia l ly  wbm e n  a ct iv i st s' resista nce  
a n d  confro ntat ion  w i th  po l ice, sudderi ly  ·fo rced every 
p o l i t i ca l  fo rce i n  the  count ry to t a ke w o m e n  a n d  the i r  
issues m o re s e r ious ly .  

O n  th� very next  day, U rd u  d a i ly J a ng p u b l i shed  separate 
statements  by S a h a bzada  K h u rsheed G i l l a n i  a nd B a ra k u l l a h  
Khan, i n  .wh ich  G i l l a n i  dema nded a str ict . a c t i o n  aga i nst 
those women w ho b rought out the ra l ly,  wh i l e  B a ra k u l l a h  
a sked w o m e n  to seek God's  p a rd o n  f o r  t a k i n g  o u t  t h e  ra l ly .  
Another  U rd u  d a i ly  N a wa- i -Waqt  a ls� a d o pted t h e  ed i tor ia l  
po l icy aga i nst  t h e  p rotest ing wo m e n .  

O n  101h J u ly 1983,  G e n e ra l  Z i a  a p po i nted t h e  Ansa ri  
Com m ission to exa m i n e  the recom m e ndat ions  made by 
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Mojilis Shooro Committ ee and C l l .  The m a i n task of  the 1 9-
m e m be r  co m m issio n, unde r M o h a m m ed Zafa r Ah med 
Ansa r i  was to make proposa ls w i th in  t h re e  weeks 
rega rd ing the fu ture of  state i n  confo rm ity with Koran and 
S u n n a h .  I t  s u b m itted i ts  re port to Z ia  o n  4th August.  

Th e w o m e n  o rgan izat io ns' strongest rese rva t ion  came 
a bo u t  the p rovis ion whe reby the  office of  Amir-i-Mum/ikot 
(head o f  state) was c losed fo r women .  The second 
objection  was ra ised a bout  the women  m e m b e rs h i p  of 
Moj/is-i-Shooro, which cond i t ioned women to b e  over fifty 
of  age to be e l ig ib le  fo r e n ter ing  to this e l i t ist  c l u b .  The 
comm iss ion  a lso suggested a sepa rate u n ive rsity fo r 
women ,  wh ich  too was n ot accepta b l e  to wo m e n .  

I n  J u ly 1 9 8 3 ,  Sofia Bibi, a v i rtua l ly b l i n d  g i r l of  18  years was 
sente nced fo r t h ree yea rs i m p ri so n m e nt, one  thousand  
rupees  fi n e  a nd fiftee n lashes by a lower court i n  S a h iwa l ,  
P u njab, o n  the  c h a rges of a d u l tery .  S h e ,  a daughter  of  a 
poor  peasa nt  fa m i ly, wa s e m p loyed by a loca l l a nd lo rd a s  
dom est ic  h e l p .  Accord ing  t o  her  statem ent, she w a s  raped 
f irst  by l a n d lord's son a nd subsequent ly  by the  l a n d l o rd 
h i mse lf; a s  a resu l t  she gave b i rt h  to a ch i ld who l a ter  d ied .  
H e r  fat h e r  registe red a case  o f  ra pe after  the  death of  
ch i ld .  The Sess ion  J udge acq u itted .both fa ther  a n d son ,  a s  
there was no  suffic ient  ev idence u nd e r  Hudood O rd i na nce 
to p rove the ra pe .  Sofia' s se lf-confessed pregna ncy wa s 
used a s  ev idence of a d u lte ry by t he j udge, who i n  h i s  
o p i n io n  gave a l ight  sentence to h e r, beca use of  her  yo u n g  
a g e  a n d n e a r  b l i n d ness .  

O n  the  report ing  o f  th i s  verd ict ,  WAF Lahore ca l led a n  
e m e rgency m eet ing of women o rg a n i zat ions  t o  review the 
s i tuat ion  a n d  sent  a fa ct-fi n d i n g  m iss ion to  Sah iwa l .  As 
WAF i n i t i a ted legal  co nsu l tat ion  with PWLA and ra ised the 
issue w i t h i n  the  coun try and a b ro ad ,  t i 1e Federa l  Shariat 
court, u s i ng its suomoto powers for  the  fi rst t ime, asked 
fo r the case to be tra nsferred to i t  fo r a review. Later  the 
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redera l  Shariat court a cq u itted Safia o n  t h e  g ro u nds of  
benef it  of  dou bt .  

O n  30th Septe m b e r  1983,  La l  M a i  beca me t h e  f i r s t  wo m a n  
t o  be p u b l ica l ly lashed a t  L ia q u a t p u r  o f  B a h a wa l p u r  
d is t r ic t .  S h e  w a s  convicted u n d e r  t h e  Zina O rd i n a n ce a n d  
g iven  1 5  la shes, executed b y  a man ,  w i t h  a bo u t  5000 
peop le  watch ing .  In protest,  d isp lay ing p laca rds, wo m e n  
he ld  d e mo nstrat ion in  fro nt  o f  Governor  H o use ,  Lahore .  
La t e r, her  case  was  taken  by Am nesty I nt e r n a t i o n a l  a s  a 
gross v io la t ion  of h u m a n  r ights .  

O n  1 0th October, two women a ct iv ists Sha r ifa S a m o  a n d  
N a i m a t  R a h u  we re a rrested fro m t h e  Sess io n  Co u rts  
H yd e ra bad fo r ra i s ing  pro-demo cracy a nd a n t i - M a rt i a l  Law 
s loga ns .  

In  Dece m be r  19a3,  Karach i  based wo m e n  o rga n i za ti o n s  
APWA, S h i rkat  G a h, Ta h reek- i -N iswan,  A l l  P a k i st a n  Wo m e n  
La wye rs' Assoc iat ion ,  DWA a n d WAF fi led a w r i t  pe.t,i t ion  i n  
t h e  Fed e ra l  · Sha r iat  Court, c h a l l e ng i n g  t h e  H udood 
O rd i n a n ce .  The women were re p rese nted by R a sh i da  P a te l ,  
t h e  pres ident  of PWLA a n d  Kha l id  l s h a q ue .  A l though the 
peti ti o n  was a d m i tt ed fo r hea r ing in  1983  but  was  not  
t a k e n  u p  unti l  1985,  when the  passage o f  t h e  E ighth  
A m e n d m e nt i n  the  const i tut ion  re n d e red t h e  pet i t ion  n u l l  
a n d  vo id .  

Ori 81h  Apr i l  . 1984, M i l ita ry Court M u lta n s e nt e n ced 2 3  
accused o f  i m p ri so n m ent  from one  y e a r  to t h ree y e a rs,  
fi n e o f  r� pees fift e e n  tho usa nds to 5d0 tho usa nd n,i pees  
a nd fifteen  l a shes  to n i n e of  the  a ccused,  p ropert ies  of  t e n  
a ccused we re a lso confiscated .  T h e y  were · c h a rged fo r 
forci ng  women to m a rc h  n a ked i n  the  p u b l i c  p lace  a n d  
k i l l i n g  a n  opponent .  

I n  t h e  winter  of 1984, t h e  Law of Ev idence was  p u t  i nto 
effeet .  Dur ing  the  same t ime women g ro u ps i n c l u d i ng 
WAF, l a u nched ca m pa i g n  to  press u ri ze  t h e  �eg i m e  to 
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preve n t  flogg ings of wo m e n  a n d  to send wo m e n  a t h letes  
t o  i n te rna t iona l  sports events  but  fa i led  on  both acco u n t s .  
B u t  a t  the  s a m e  t ime  wo m e n  power had m a n y  s m a i i e r  
victo r ies .  

The repression d u ri ng the G e n era l  Zia M a rt i a l  Law 
p ro d u ced m a ny wo men wr i ters espec ia l ly poets,  who were 
wr i t ing  a n d  afte rwa rd re c i t i ng t h e i r  poetry i n  d iffe re nt  
a n t i - reg ime meet i ngs, which h a d  been dec la re d  as  i l lega l 
by M a rt i a l  Law a u t hor i t ies .  I n  t h e  i n i t i a l  da ys of G e n era l  
Z ia ,  t h rough her  magaz ine A waz, Fa h m ida R i a z  d o m i nate d  
the sce n e  b u t  s o o n  she w e n t  i n to se lf- e x i l e  i n  I nd i a ,  b u t  
h e r  p o e m  'Chador our Chardivari' beca me a n · a nt h e m  i n  
m a ny a nt i -Zia ?ather ings .  Saeeda G a zd a r  was a nother  U r d u  
p o e t  a n d  sto ry-writer, w h o  wrote l i terature o f  res ista nce . 
Saeeda ,  h a d  been ed i tor  of the  m a gaz ine  Pakistani Adab, 
l a u nched  by Syed S i bt- i - Hassa n .  B e i ng a s ister  of  Dr .  
S a rwar,  l eader  of  the  s tude n ts' m ove ment  d u r ing  e a rly 
1 950s a n d  wife of po l itica l  doc u m e n t a ry maker  M ushtaque  
G a z d a r, Saeeda  was  a su ppo rte r ofthe  Co m m u n ist  P a rty .  
H e r  story 'Aadhi Gawahi' {Ha l f  Evide nce) ,  writte n i n  the  
backgro u n d  of  a nt i -womef) Law of  Evid ence, and  her  poem 
o n  t h e  h a ng ing  of Bhutto a re m ost  s ign ifica nt .  

Bes ides  fight ing  for  t h e i r  g e n d e r  rig hts, many  p o l i t i ca l  
a ct iv ist  wo m e n  suffe red fo r the i r  resistance to  t h e  m i l it a ry 
govern m e n t .  Benaz i r  B h u tto a n d  Begum N u s ra t  B h u tto l e d  
the  overa l l  movern ent,  w h e n  m a ny o f  the  fro n t  ran k ing 
m a le l eaders had  j ust run a way b.:ca use of t h e  repress io n 
by the  M a rt i a l  Law govern m e n t .  Begum N usrat  B h utto  
p la yed the most i m po rt a n t  ro le  i n  the  fo rmat ion  o f  
o p pos i t ion  part ies '  a l l i a nce M ovement  fo r the  Restora t i o n  
of Democracy ( M R D ) .  

Rea l i z i ng t h e  i m m inent  t ravesty o f  j ustice i n  t h e  t ri a l  of 
B h u tto, Farkh u n d a  B u kh a ri ,a h o u se-ho use a n d  m a rr ied to 
l ead i ng U rd u  poet Shohrat  B u kh a ri ,  beca m e  a ct ive i n  
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po l i t i cs .  I n  h e r  act iv i sm,  she met  Beg u m  N u s ra t  B h utto a nd 
acco m p a n ie d  h e r  to the G a d d a fi Sta d i u m  La hore, where 
N u s ra t  a i o n g  w i t h  h e r  d a ughter  B e n a z i r  a n d  other  pa rty 
wo rkers was  ba ton  c h a rged by the  po l ice .  After  the  La hore 
H igh  Court verd i ct,  few P P P  l ead ers b e l ieved t h a t  to save 
pa rty ch ief's l i fe ,  e m issa r ies s h o u l d  be sent  to  fo reign 
co u n t ries  a n d  i n  tha t  c o n n ect ion  Farkh a n d a  v is i ted Tu rkey 
a n d  t h e n  L i bya,  o n  rea c h i n g  back she was a rrested u n d e r  
L i bya Consp i racy C a s e  a n d  wa s tort u re d  i n  noto r ious  
Lahore Fort .  D u ri n g  h e r  i m pr iso n m e n t, P I A  p l a ne was  
h ijacked a n d she  a long  with otli e r  po l i t i ca l pr iso n e rs, sen t  
to D a m a scus ,  o n  t h e  demand  of  h i jackers .  Aft e r  stayi n g  
s o m e t i m e  i n  Syr ia ,  she  m oved ' to Eng l a n d  a nd o n  rea c h i n g  
Heathrow A i rport London,. a fter  her  l ong  i n ca rna t ion  a n d  
torture, s h e  w a s  i m m e d i a te ly  g iven t h e  po l it ica l a sy l um a s  
t h e  i n tervfewing  o ffic i a l s  salJI! b u rn m a rks o f  c iga re ttes  o n  
h e r  whole body .  She  ca m e  b a c k  to  Pa k ista n ,  d u ri n g  B e n a z i r  
B h utt o  gove r n m e n t  o f  1988-90 b u t  fo u n d  n o  p lace  fo r h e r  
in p a rt'y o r  gove rn m e nt,  � h i c h  d ishea rtened h e r  a n d  i n  
res u l t  she  q u i t act ive po l i t ics .  She  w rote h e r  
a utob iogra p h i c a l  a cco u n t  ' Yeh Bazi lsh q  Ki BaaziHai' . 

S h a h i d a  J a b e e n ,  a work e r  of the  P P P  a n d  s i s ter  o f  U s m a n  
G h a n i, w h o  w a s  ha nged d u r i n g  Z i a  M a rt i a l  Law, was  
a rrested fi rs t  ti me in  1978 fro m a ra l ly i n  Rawa l p i n d i  a ft e r  
b e i n g  beaten  b y  t h e  m a le po l ice offi c i a l s .  At t h e  t i m e  .o f  
a rrest, her  l it t l e  d a ughter  w a s  · wi th  h e r, who was 
sepa rated fro m her .  She was  taken to  C IA c e n t re,  where 
she  was beate n wi th  ba ton  a n d  verb a l ly a b used by t h e  
m a l e  o ffic ia l s .  S h e  was  a s ked to confess  t h a t  the  p rotesters 
i n c l u d i n g  h e r,were sen t  fo r the  sabotage a cts, wh ich  she 
retuse d .  Later, s h e  was  produced befo re a m i l i ta ry co u rt 
a nd i ts  pres id i n g  office r Major  Ta r iq p ro n o u n ce d  o n e  yea r 
rigo ro us  i m p r i so n m e n t  a nd she was _se r) t  to  J h e l u m  P rison,  
where the  J a i l  S u pe ri n t e n d ent refuse·d to acco m m odate 
her, so she was  s h i fted to G uj a ra t  J a i l  fo r a n ight  stay .  Next 
day she,  with  a fe l low fe m a l e  pr i soner  was  s h ifted to 
M u lt a n  j a i l  by a t r a i n .  From the next  day s h e, a lo ng _w i th  
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o t h e r  sente nced p r isoners  was fo rced to wea r the 
priso ners' u n iform and was subjected to h a rd la bor .  Few 
days ia ter, on the a b u sive a t t i tude of pr ison a u t h o rit ies�  
she  p rotested and  was sent to so l i tary confi n e m ent  with 
her daughter  and as  p u n i s h m e nt, the fa n in h e r  ce l l  was 
d i sco n n ected .  I t  m ust  be  re m e m b e red that M u l tan  is  one 
o f  the hottest c i t ies  in the whole ofSouth  As ia . On the  
reco m m e n dat ion of doctor, tho ugh she was sh ifted to the  
pr i son hosp it a l  b ut was  kept  i n  the  wa rd fu l l  of  m e nta l ly 
reta rded pr isoners .  

Aft e r  the  P IA p lane h i jack ing i n  1981 ,  Shah ida  J a b e e n  went  
into h i d i ng, so her  house  was ra ided by the po l i ce  a n d  her  
h u sband was a rrested and  tortured to revea l  the 
where a bo uts of S h a h i d a .  I n  Apr i l , she  was a rrested fro m 
A l l a u d i n  Road,  Lahore .  Afte r  keep ing  awake fo r t h e . who le  
n ight ,  she  wa.s sh ifted to the  notor ious  torture ce l l  i n  
L a h o re Fort . Here d u r ing  inte rrogat ion,  she  was  asked to  
d isc lose the  names  of  h e r  compa n ions  and  w h e rea bouts  o f  
a r m s  and  a m m u n i t io n .  When she was a sked by t h e  
in te rroga tors to he lp  i n  the  a rrest o f  s i x  po l i t i ca l  act ivists, 
she  responded that  she  had fo u r  c h i ld re n,  o n e  h usband 
a nd one  mother, so by a rrest ing t h e m ,  they cou ld 
c o m p l ete the i r  req u ired n u m be r. For  five consecut ive 
n ights, she  was den ied  s leep  a nd was fo rced to sta nd .  
Afte r  long  per iod of  p hysic9 I a n d  m e nta l tor ture, she was  
sh ifted to  the  Kot  La khpat  J a i l  La h o re a n d  was  kept  in  
so l i ta ry confi n e m e n t .  Her  brother  U s m a n  Ghan i  was i n  
s a m e  p riso n b u t  s h e  w a s  n o t  a l lowed to  m e e t  h i m .  U s m a n  
G ha n i  w a s  the  l o n e  broth e r  o f  e ight  s isters .  
D u ri ng  G e n e ra l  Z ia  M a rt i a l  Law,  left ist fe m a l e  worker  
H a m ida G h a ng h ro, l i fe partner  of one  o f  the  Co m m u n ist 
m a rtyr N a z i r  Abbass i ,  e a rned respect a n d n a m e  fo r h e r  
po l i t ica l ro le .  S h e  w a s  a rrested twice . Born i n  a s m a l l  town 
of M a h ra b p u r, i n  the  centra l S i ndh, H a m i d a  was daughter  
of  Comrade  H a s h i m  G h a nghro, a re l ig ious  schoo l  graduate  
and  o ne of the  most  a ct ive peasant  worke rs, who suffe red 
great  fi na nc ia l  losses in his b u si ness due to  h is po l i t i ca l  
act iv i sm .  



Women:  St ruggle for Equality and Rig h ts 5 3 9  

Although h i s  co m m u n ity had  a soc ia l boycott of h i m  fo r 
e d ucat ing d a ugh ters but  Co m ra d e  H a s h i m  got  H a m i d a  
a d m i tted i n  the  boys'  h igh schooi  as  there w a s  no  gi r i s '  
h igh school  i n  t h e  v ic in ity .  Co m ra d e  Hash im used to b r i n g  
o u t  ra l l ies  i n  M a h ra b p ur, w i th  h is c h i l d re n  ca rry i n g  
p l a c a rd s .  Beca use of  her  e a r l y  po l i t i ca l  a nd l i tera ry 
t ra i n ing,  H a meeda was  fa i l ed  by h e r  teacher  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  
e xa m i n a t i o n  o f  s ixth grade a s  she  h a d  q u oted S h e i k h  
Aya z's poetry i n  h e r  a n swer copy.  

Her p o l it ica l ca ree r  sta rted when she a ttended  the S i n d h  
N a t io n a l  S tude nts '  Federat ion  a n n ua l  sess ion  h e l d  i n  
N a wabsha h .  I n  t h i s  sess ion,  h e r  f u t u re l i fe p a r t n e r  N a z i r  
Abbass i  wa s e le ..: Le d  Ce n tra l P r.e s i d e n t  a n d  h e r  s is t e r  
Kh u rs h i d  a s  t rea s u re r .  She  got  h e r  f irst  p o l i t i c a l  t ra i n i n g  
fro m Co m rade  J a m  S a q i, who w a s  l iv ing  a t  h e r  house i n  t h e  
d isgu ise  o f  a m o lv i .  

As the  c iv i l i a n  gove r n m e n t  of  B h u tto came to power, 
peo p l e  o f  M a hra b p u r  l i ke  eve rywh ere e l se, thought  o f  t h e  
bas ic  fa c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  a re a .  D e m a n d s  o f  a g i r ls '  h ig h  s c h o o l  
a n d  a n  i nte rmed ia te  co l lege i n  the  t o w n  we re m a de ,  a n d  a 
loca l m ovement  was i n i t ia

.
ted a ro u n d  th ese d e m a n d s .  T i 1e 

m eet i ng · of  protest ing res idents  with the Chief M i n i s t e r  
S i n d h  co u ld not  b e a r  a n.y resu l t ,  s o  the  loca l s  a n n o u n c e d  
t h e  c o m m e m o rat ion  of  t h e  P P P  gove r n m e n t  a n n iversa ry 
d a y  on 2 01 h  Dece m ber  as a B lack  Day. I n  a tota l  s h u t d o w n ,  
a ra l ly was  brought  o u t, a t t e n d e d  by H a m i d a  a n d  h e r  
s ister ,  wh ich ba ton  c h a rged by t h e  p o l i c e .  Lat e r, i n  t h e  
eve n i ng H a m id a  a long with h e r  s i s ter  w a s  a rrested i . 1  a 
po l i ce  ra i d  o n  t h e i r  house .  Th i s  was  her  fi rst a rrest a nd 
h a p p e n e d  d u r: ing the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women Yea r, 
ce lebra ted  d u ri n g  1975  th roughout  the  wo r ld  i n c l u d i ng 
Pak i s ta n .  Aft e r  some h o u rs i n  lock- u p  a t  t h e  loca l  po l i ce 
s tat ion ,  both  s isters were sh i fted to  n e a rby s u b-j a i l  i n  
K a n d ia ro .  Later ,  she  was sh ifted t o  N a ra Centra l  J a i l  n e a r  
H yd e ra b a d ,  where o t h e r  fe m a l e  pr i so n e rc; a rranged a fo l k  
m us ic  p rogrri m, to ce lebrate  h e r  f irst n ight  i n  p riso n .  
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D u r ing  her i n i t i a l  days in pr ison, H a m ida  could not  adjust  
herse l f  with  the  food be ing  p rov ided by the  ja i l  a uthori t ies  
a n d  to b reak  her  sp i r it ,  she was offe red re iease on 
s u b m it t ing  a n  apo logy. Th is  she  refused to do .  Few days 
l a ter, both s isters we re re leased o n  ba i l ,  with gove rn m e n t 
promise  to  esta b l i sh  a co l lege i n  nea rby town o f  K a n d i a r o .  
S h e  wa s given a w a r m  welcome first a t  Nawabshah  a n d  
then  a t  h e r  hom etown.  

Both s isters we re expe l led  fro m  the  school ,  so we re f irst  
a d m itted i n  nea rby town Kotr i  Kabir  H ig h  School  b u t  
because of  t h e  t ranspo rt prob lem,  o n  the  recn m m e n d a t i o n  
of Co m rade  J a m  Saq i ,  S i n d h  U n ivers ity Vice C h a n c e l l o r  
S h e i k h  Aya z gave a d m iss ion to  both  s i sters i n  Mode l  Schoo l  
Hydera ba d .  

· 

The a rrest of h igh school  stud e n ts beca m e  hot  top ic  to  b e  
d iscussed a l l  over the  country; ·so m uch s o  that a d d ress ing  
a gather ing  i n  Karach i ,  Begum N a s i m  Wal i  Khan  sa id  t h a t  
the  fo u n d a t ions  of  Pa k i s tan  a re so wea k, t h a t  t w o  h ig h  
school  g i rls' s tudents  ca n s h a ke i t .  

After  h e r  release fro m the  p r i son ,  Naz i r  Abbass i, t h e  
Ce ntra l P res ident  of S N S F  a n d  the  yo u ngest centra l ' 
co m m ittee member  of C P P  Centra l Comm ittee, fe l l  i n  love 
with  her and Co m ra d e  Jam Saqi  wa s g iven respo ns ib i l i ty to 
convi nce H a m id a. 's  fa ther  to a l low them to m a rry. L i ke  a l l  
other  ta s ks, Comrade  J a m  was successful  i n  t h i s  task .  

The m a rriage was set  fo r 41h February 1978 .  Naz i r  Abbass i  
h a d  a rrest wa rra nts aga i nst h im,  so he secretly rea c h e d  
the b r i d e ' s  hom etown, where po l i tica l  workers fro m a l l  
over t h e  country h a d  ga there d .  After  the  fo rma l  wedd i n g  
r i tua ls,  t h e  l ead ing  poets recited t h e i r  po l it ica l  poetry. A 
fresh case aga i nst N a z i r  a n d  other  g uests of the  m a rr iage 
was registe re d .  Soon after  t h e i r  m a rr iage,  t hey sett led i n  
Hydera bad ,  where N a z i r  w a s  v i s i t ing  h i s  wife secret ly .  

On 41h M a rch,  H a m i d a  was to ld  t h a t  a ccord i ng to  t h e  
Pa rty's dec is ion ,  s h e  w i t h  o t h e r  c o m rades  had  to ta ke p a rt 
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in  the  peasan ts' struggle a t  Pat  Feeder  a rea of  B a l och ist a n ,  
whe re fe u d a l  l o r d s  h a d  k i l l e d  peasa nts i n  Dece m ber  1 9 7 7 .  
Aft e r  re ach ing  Te m p i e Dera ,  s h e  a lo ng wi th  other  
Co m rades  i n c l u d ing  a nother  fe m a le Comrade  As ifa R i zv i  
sat  o n  h u ng e r  st r ike a n d  after  the baton  c h a rge by po l ice 
on loca ls  and p rotesters, was a rrested .  Thus she a lo ng w i th  
Asifa beca m e  t h e  fi rst fe m a le po l i t i ca l  pr iso n e r  i n  
Ba loch ista n .  After  t h e  a rrest, she  a l o ng wi th  o t h e r  
p rotesters w a s  sent  to  the notor ious M a c h h  J a i l ,  w h e re 
befo re her, Comrade  Sajj ad  Za heer, C o m r a d e  Hyder  Ba k h s h  
J a t o i, M i r  G h o u s  Ba khsh B ize njo h a d  spent  t h e i r  
i m p risonments .  

H a m ida Gha ngh ro, be ing  t h e  yo u ngest  o f  a l l  p o l i t i ca l 
p r i soners, c h.a i red t h e  F i rst M a y  ce l e b rat ions  i n  t h e  M a c h h  
J a i l , o rga n ized b y  t h e  p o l it ica l p ri soners .  S o m e t i m e  l a te r, 
she was re leased o n  b a i l ,  but  before i t ,  N a z i r  A b bass i  was 
a rrested and was sh ifted to the  notori o u s  t o rt u re ca m p ,  
Q u l i  Ca m p  Quett a ,  where he wa s wa rned by t h e  m i l i t a ry 
offi c i a l s  tha t  he  wo u l d  not  be to le rated i f  he  cont i nues  h i s  
po l i t i ca l  act iv i t ies .  O n  the  w r i t  pet i t ion  b y  H a m ida ,  i n  t h e  
S i n d h  H i g h  Court he  was. re leased . 

N a z i r  was fo nd  of wa tch ing movies i n  c i n e m a  h o uses a nd 
wi th  h is fu l l  g rown bea rd a n d  H a m i d a  wea ri ng a ve i l  to  
d odge t h e  secret po l i ce  offic ia l s, were reg u l a r  c i n e m a 
goers .  

M e a n w h i le,  a centra l  l e a d e r  of C P P  Co m ra d e  Jam S a q i  wa s 
a rrested i n  M a rc h  1978  a n d  was tor tu red i n  t h e  notor ious  
La hore Fort .  O n  t h e  i n struct ions  of the  p a rty, H a m i d a  with  
fo u r  months  p re g n a n cy, took . p a rt i n  d e m onstra t ion  
aga i nst h i s  a rrest  i n  Karach i  and  was a rrested .  Aft e r  a n ight  
a t  the  loca l  po l ice s tat ion ,  she was fi rst sh ifted t o  Karach i  
Cent ra l J a i l a nd then  to  N a ra Ja i l  Hyd e ra ba d .  I t  was  h e r  
second t i m e  in  t h i s  pr ison,  where o ld  p ri soner-fe l l ows 
ce le bra ted her  ma rr iage with s ing ing  the fo l k  a n d  we d d i ng 
so ngs.  A l though soon she wa s re leased o n  b a i l  b u t  was 



5 4 2  People's Movemen t in Pakis tan 

ba rred fro m e n ter ing Ka ra c h i  fo r t h re e  m o nths .  She  moved 
to S u k k u r, where one of her  s isters l ived .  

I gnor ing  the med ica l  adv ice b e ca use of  h e r  pregna n cy 
c o m p l icat io ns, she  co n t i n ued  her  a ct iv i t ies  a nd orga n iz e d  
m a ny w o m e n  meet ings i n  Hydera bad,  B a d i n ,  Ta n d o  
M o h a m med K h a n ,  M a t l i , Sangha r, Ka n d i a ro a n d  other  
p laces .  Dur i ng th i s  per iod ,  she  gave  b i rt h  to h e r  daughter, 
a nd o n  the suggest ion  of N a z i r, n a m e d  h e r  after  a 
Pa lest i n i a n  act iv ist Za rqa . Beca use of t h e  both parents of 
new born baby we re u n d e rg ro u n d  a n d  had  to hide t h e i r  
i d e n t it ies, s o  Z a rq a  wa.; be ing  c a l l e d  as  M o t i y a .  She m ight  
be the  yo u ngest person i n  the  wor ld  h istory, who h a d  a 
cha nge of n a m e ,  becauseof po l i t i ca l  cons iderat ions .  

On  the  pa rty inst ruct ions,  H a m id a  m oved to Ka ra c h i  a n d  
secret ly  kept i n  contact  with h e r  h u sba nd,  who h a d  a rrest 
wa rra nts aga i nst h i m .  O n  31st J u ly 1980, a day fi xe d  for 
m eet i ng, when  Naz i r, ot h e rwise p u nctua l  of t ime  cou ld  n o t  
reach,  H a m id a  fea red h is  a rrest,  so  co n ta cted a s e n i o r  
p a rty co m rade,  w h o  after  e n q u i ries  t o l d  h e r  t h a t  o n  t h e  
previo us day  Naz i r  a long  with Pro fessor J a m a l  N a q v i  a n d  
fe w o t h e r  co m rades  was a rreste d .  E l even day after  t h e  
a rrest, h i s  brother- in - l aw Wa l i  M o h a m m ed Shah, was 
asked to i de nt i fy a tort u red  dead-body  i n  the  m o rt u a ry of  
C iv i l  Hosp i ta l  Ka ra c h i .  After  t h e  fo rma l  recog n i t ion  a n d 
iden t i fi cat ion  of N a z i r, he was b u ri ed  i n  Sak  h i  Hassa n 
G raveyard,  N a z i m a ba d  Kara c h i, by soc ia l  worker A b d u l  
Satta r E d h i, w i thout  t h e  pre sence of  h is fa m i ly m e m b e rs 
except  o n e .  

A s  H a m i d a  c a m e  t o  k n o w  a bo ut the  d e a t h  of  h e r  l i fe
co m ra de, she  refused to s it  i n  confi n e m e nt fo r forty d ays 
o f  m o urn ing as  per  re q u i red to M us l im  women and rushed  
to S u k k u r, where i n  a meet ing,  co m ra d es dec ided  to 
a p p roach  the  S i.n d h  H igh Court t h ro ugh Ba rr ister Wadood,  
a p a rty sym path i zer  fo r the  e n q u i ry of Naz i r's d e a t h .  
Dodg ing  t h e  secret pol ice offic i a ls a t  Ba rr ister 's  o ffice, 
H a m id a  p osted h e r  writ  pet i t ion  to the Ch ief  J ust ice of 
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S i n d h  H igh  Court .  For  the  fi rst t i m e  i n  Pa k ist a n ,  the 
offi c i a l s  of secu r i ty agen cies were n o m i nated i n  the 
m u rd e r  c h a rges of a po i i t i ca l  oppone n t .  A l thoug h  H igh  

· Court accepted  t h e  p lea  of  the secu rity age ncy reg a rd i ng 
the  ca use of death  a s  t h e  card iac  a rrest b u t  i n  1 994,  d u ri ng 
B e n a z i r  B h utto's  seco nd te n u re a s  P M ,  o n  t h e  p lea  of  
Za rq a ,  the  case was re i nvest igated but  the  c u l p ri ts  a re yet 
to  be pu n i shed .  

Fra ct ions  i n  the  Co m m u n ist Party of Pa k ista n fo rced 
H a m ida to beco m e  i n a ct ive for few years l i ke m a ny other  
comrades b u t  l a ter  jo i ned a Trotskyite g ro u p  'C lass  
Struggle' .  H a m ida  m a rried seco nd t i m e  with a fo rmer  
left i s t  worker M i r  Thebho b u t  th i s  ma rr iage cou ld  n o t  
su rvive, after  t h e  b i rth  of  a son .  Her  " d a ughter  Zarqa  
m a rried wi th  Dr .  Amir  Abbass Soomro,  who is a fa rn i l y  
m e m be r  of  A l l a h  Ba khsh  Soo m ro, fo rmer  Ch ief  M i n i ster  o f  
S i ndh ,  w h o  was m a rtyred by re l ig ious  fa n a t ics d u r i n g  
Br i t i sh  per iod . 

H a m i d a  G h a nghro p e n n ed her  a uto b iogra p h y  'Peerha jo 
Safar' ( Journey of Sorrows) i n  S i n d h i .  

S i n d h i a n i  Ta hreek  o rga n ized i t s  co ngress o n  101h J u ly, 
1987 ,  at  Shah p u rch a k a r  of d ist rict S a ngh a r. T h e  lead i ng 
S i n d h i  poet She i kh  Aya z was the  c h ief  guest  o n  t h e  
occa s ion .  M a i n  e m p h a s is of  the  conve nt ion  was  o p pos i t ion  
o f  t h e  p ro posed Ka l a bagh  D a m .  

I n  Aug ust  1 9 90, Pres id e n t  G h u l a m  l s h a q u e  K h a n  d i s m issed 
the c iv i l i an  gove r n m e n t  of Benaz i r  a n d i n sta l l ed  a P P P  
d iss id e n t  J a m  Sad iq  A l i , a s  Ch ief  M i n ister  of  S i n d h  a n d o n ce 
a ga i n  a rrests a n d  tor ture of po l i t i ca l  workers a n d  
journa l i sts bega n .  D u r i n g  th i s  per iod,  t h e  a rrest o f  two P P P  
fe ma le  worke rs R a h i la Tiwa na a n d  S h e h l a  Raza ,  h it t h e  
head l i nes  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b road,  w h o  after t h e i r  a rrests 
were tort u red and sexua l ly assau lted a t  notor ious  C I D  
tort u re c e l l  i n  K a ra c h i .  Soon after  h e r  re lease,  R a h i l a  q u it 
P P P  a nd jo ined  i ts  o p po n e n t  pa rty, wh ich  e l ected h e r  t h e  
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D e p uty S p e a k e r  of S i n d h  Asse m b ly.  S h e h l a  re m a i ned  in t h e  
pa rty a n d  a ft e r  co rn i ng i nto power i n  2008, i t  e lected h e r  
D e p u t y  S p e a ke r  of  t h e  S i n d h  Asse m b iy, w n 1 c n  she 
conti n ued  fo r second ti m e  a ft e r  t he  2013  genera l  
e l ec t ions .  

S i n d h ia n i  Tahreek  o rg a n ized i t s  cen t ra l  conve n ti o n  o n  2 81 11 
F e b r u a ry, 1 9 9 1 , i n  Hydera ba d .  I t  o rga n ized h u nger  s t r i ke 
o n  2 71 " Novem ber, aga i nst  ro b b e ries  a n d ove ra l l  l aw a n d  
o rd e r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  S i nd h .  I n  c o m i n g  yea rs, t h i s  o rga n isa t i o n  
va n ished  from t h e  scene as  i t s  m o t h e r- pa rty Awa m i  
Ta h r e e k  deve loped i nt e rna l d i ffe re nces o n  t h e  a l lega t i o n s  
of  m i s b e h a v i o r  w i th  fe m a l e workers by s o m e  of  i t s  l e a d e rs .  

I n  1 9 9 1 ,  Veena  Hayat ,  a c lose fr ie n d  of  then  o p pos i ti o n  
l e a d e r  B e n a z i r  B h utto a nd d a ug h t e r  of  vetera n p o l i t i c i a n  
Sa rdor  S h a u k a t  H a y a t  K h a n  w a s  gang - ra ped b y  g o o n s  h i red 
by l rfa n U l l a h  K h a n  M a rwat, P rovi n h c i a l  Home M i n is ter  
and  the  s o n - i n - l a w  of  Pres iden t  G h u l a m  l shaque K h a n .  
I n s tead  o f  h id i ng t h e  c r ime  aga ins t  h e r, s h e  c a m e  i n  p u b l i c  
a ccus ing  t h e  c u l p r i ts  of  t h e  i n c ide n t .  

O n  6th A p ri l ,  1 9 99,  Sa m ia  Sa rwar, a 2 9-ye a r-o ld  m o t h e r  o f  
t w o  w a s  m u rd e r  i n  h e r  l a wye r As m a  J a h a ng i r' s  offi ce i n  
La h o re .  S h e  h a d  been ma rr ied fo r t e n  yea rs t o  h e r  
m a t e r n a l  cous i n ,  a doc tor, w h o  was p hys ica l ly  a b us ive.  
I n i t i a l ly a fte r  leav ing her h u sba nd's  h o use, she  moved to 
her  p a r e n ts'  but  was fo rced to reco nc i l e  wit h her  h u s b a n d ,  
s o ,  o n e  day  o n  get t ing  opport u n i ty, s h e  esca ped to La h o re 
a n d got  refuge a t  Dos t ok, a women 's  s h e l te r  run  by Asma 
J a h a n g i r . She  was i n te rested i n  see k ing  d ivorce to rema rry 
a n d  h a d  refu sed to meet  her pa re n ts, whom she accused  
o f  t h re a t e n i n g .  But  fo r t he  d a y  s h e  agreed to meet  h e r  
m o t h e r, w h o  ca m e  to As ma 's  o ff ice wit h a young m a n, 
preten d e d  to h e l p  h e r  i n  wa l k i n g .  As S a m i a  came t h e  
'ass ist a n t '  p u l l ed  ou t  a g u n  a n d  s h o t  S a m i a  i n  t h e  h e a d ,  
k i l l i ng h e r  i n sta n t ly .  

D u ri ng t h e  d e b a t e  on t h e  i nc i d e n t  i n  t h e  Sena te,  a l t h o u g h  
fe w Sena tors c o n d e m n e d  the  c r i m e  b u t  m a ny m e m b e rs o f  
t h a t  e l i t i s t  c l u b  d e n o u nced A s m a  J a ha ng i r  a n d her  wo rk  
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and a ccused h e r  of  corrupt ing young wo m e n  a s  p a rt of  the 
'western agenda ' .  

During  the  d e b a te, a rea l  shock  c a m e ,  when t h e  re nowned 
poet and se lf-c l a i med Bacha K h a n's  fo l lower,  Senator  
Ajm a l  Khatta k d e fended  the  m u rder  i n  the  n a m e  o f  
Pukhtoonwali ( t h e  P u khtoon t rad i t ions ) .  

J u ne 2002, witn essed a nother  u n t h i n ka b l e  and  bo ld  sta n d  
b y  a wom a n, w h e n  a rura l  wo m a n  M u khta ran  M a i . 
courageously accused p e rsons  of a n  i n fl u e n ti a l  
com m un ityof g a n g  r a p e .  A res i d e nt of  a fa r v i l l age 
M e e rwala  o f  d istrict M u z a fa rgarh ,  i n  Southern  P u njab ,  
M u khta ran was  g a n g  raped o n  the  o rd e rs o f  a tr iba l  
counc i l  a s  h e r  b rother  wa s accused o f  k i d n a pp ing  a n d  
m a rrying a g i r l  o f  t h e  r iva l  co m m u n ity. D u e  to  M u khta ra n's 
d i sc losure o f  her ordea l, widely re ported by local  a n d  
internat io n a l  med ia ,  t h e  a n t i-terror ism c o u rt sentenced 
death  pena lty to s ix men,  inc lud ing  fo u r  rap ists  on 1st 
Septe m ber  2 002 . O n  t h e  cha l lenge o f  t h is sentence, t h e  
La hore H ig h  Co u rt c i t i n g  ' i nsuffic i ent  ev idence'  a c q u itted 
five o f  the s ix convicted and co m m uted sentence of s ixth 
to the l i fe i m pr iso n m ent .  M u kh t a ra n  a n d  the p rosecutor  
cha l l enged th i s  acq u itta l  in  the  S u p re m e  C o u rt, wh ich  
s uspended H igh  Court verdict .  O n  2 1st Apr i l  2 0 1 1, t h e  
S u p re m e  C o u rt uph e ld  the  verdict o f  the  La h o re H i g h  
Court .  Duri n g  the l e g a l  batt le  f o r  h e r  h o n o r, M u kh ta ra n 
a m idst the  t h reats  b y  riva l s  formed ' M ukhtara n  M a i  
Wome n's Welfa re O rga n izat ion' w i t h  spec ia l  e m p h a s is  o n  
t h e  g i rls' educat ion  i n  h e r  a re a .  

Someti me i n  yea r 2005, P res ide n t  G enera l  M u s h a rraf  
wrote o n  h i s  perso n a l  web b log  that  'wo m e n ,  who 
i ntended to m ove to the West, c ry  a bout  t h e i r  rape'  On  
10th J u ne,  short ly  b efo re she  was sched u led to f ly  to  
London o n  the inv i tat i o n  of Am nesty I nternat iona l, h e r  
n a m e  w a s  put  o n  E x i t  Control  List; b esides  that, h e r  
m ovement  w i t h i n  the  country were a l so restricted .  
J ust i fy ing  h is gove rn m e n t  m ove,  Genera l  M us h a rraf, 
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vis i t ing Austra l i a  a n d  New Zea land at that  t ime ,  told h i s  
a u d ie nce t h a t  he  d id  not  'wa nt t o  p roject a bad  image o f  
Pa k ista n ' ,  s o  those ste ps were be ing taken .  M ukhtaran  M a i  
w a s  v i rtua l ly  u n d e r  ho use a rrest a nd h e r  passport wa s 
fo rcefu l lyta ken by the  offic ia l s  to sto p her  from v is i t ing US.  

But  with the su pport  of  other  e n l ig htened and p rogressive 
fo rces, her fight  aga inst  a nt i -wo men  custom s  cont inued .  
For  her  e xtra -ord i n a ry courage, she was a wa rded with 
Wo m e n  of the Yea r  by G la m o u r  Magaz ine i n  2005, N orth
South P r ize by Counc i l  o f  E u rope  i n  Apri l  2007. 

On 1 2th J a n u a ry 2006, her memoi rs with the co l l a boratio n  
o f  M a rie-Therese Coney i n  Fre nc h  were p ub l i shed  u nder  
the  t it le Deshonoree. S im ultaneous ly, these were 
p u b l ished i n  G e rm a n .  Later, i n  October, these m e m o i rs 
we re pub l ished i n  Eng l i sh  a s  ' I n  the N a m e  o f  H o no r: A 
M e m o i r' .  On 2"d M a y  2006 she spoke a t  t h e  U N  
head q u a rters i n  New York.  

In  2008, her  story was i nc luded i n  the  docu m e nt a ry fi l m  
La nd,  Go ld  a n d  Women by Cather ine U l m e r  Lopez,  o n  t h e  
s u bject of  the  aft e rmath  o f  the r a p e .  I n  Octo ber  2010, 
La u rent ian  U n ive rsity o f  Canada  awarded h e r  h o n o ra ry 
doctorate degree.  

On 27th Dece m b e r, 2007, Benazir  B h utt o, the  fi nest  
d a u g hte r, ever produced by the I ndus  C iv i l i zat ion was 
k i l l ed i n  Rawa l p in d i .  Born  o n  2 1st J u ne,  1953,  she  was  t h e  
e ld est o f  fo u r  s i b l i ngs .  H e r  father  Z u lfiq a r  A l i  B h utto, a 
S i n d h i  a r istocrat a n d  mother  N us ra t  of I ra n i a n  backgro u nd ,  
ca m e  from the  u rb a n  i n d ustri a l i st c lass .  Like o t h e r  g i r l s  of  
r u ra l  a ristocracy, Benaz i r  was forced to  ve i l  by h e r  mother  
i n  the  fi rst year  of  h e r  ado lescent,  wh i le trave l l i n g  from 
Ka ra c h i  to her a ncestr a l  town of La rka na  by t ra i n .  When  
her  mother  to ld  a bo ut it to  her  husband ,  sen io r  B hutto . 
after a long pause  sa id ,  'she doesn't need to wea r  it',  t h u s  
Benaz i r  beca me the  fi rst adu lt B h utto g i rl,  w h o  was  free d  
from the  ca ptivity of v e i l .  Later, she became the  first 
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fe ma le  of h e r  e xte nded fa m i ly to get  e d ucati o n  i n  a b road,  · 
i nc lud ing O xford U n iversity, wh e re s h e  was e lected a s  i ts  
fi rst fe m a l e  Stud e n t  U n ion Pres ident i n  1976 .  

I ntended to j o i n  Fore ign  S e rv ice d u r ing h e r  a c a d e m ic 
care e r, Benaz i r  got extra o rd i n a ry media  a n d  g e n e ra l  
pub l i c  attent ion  i n  S im la ,  d u r ing  l nd ia-Pak ista o 1  t a l ks i n  
1 972, a fter  Beng ladesh  came into be ing .  

S h e  was fo rced by c i rc u m stances  t o  j o i n  t h e  pol it ics, a fte r 
h e r  fat h e r's gove rnment  wa s overthrow by G e nera l Z ia  i n  
J u ly 19 7 7, a n d  gave h e r  fi rst  p u b l i c  speech  i n  t h e  last  week  
o f  Septe m b e r  1977, fo r wh ich  she  was house a rrested on  
2 9th S e ptem ber .  Th i s  was h e r  first o f  tota l  e igh t  a rrests a n d  
d etent ions .  

H e r  fa ther's l a tt e r, writt e n  o n  her  2 5th b i rthday, i s  b e i ng 
cons id e re d  a s  h is po l i t i ca l  w i l l, i n  wh ich h e  h a nded over  
t h e  h a nd of h i s  d e a re st daughter, n i c k n a me d  P i n ky, in  t h e  
h a nds  of  the  peop le, the  b o n d ,  s h e  never forgot a n d  
sacrif iced l i fe a mong  h e r  be loved peo p le .  

S i n ce h e r  i n i t ia l d a ys i n  p ract ica l  po l i t ics, s h e  had  to  fac e  
the  I s l am ic-fa scist  ru le o f  G e n e ra l  Z i a ,  compounded with  
patr ia rchy, i nfused by re l ig io u s  r igh t  wing.  S h e  w a s  
cons idere d  e n e m y  n u m be r  o n e  by m i l it a ry j unta,  led  by i t s  
ch ief  G e ne ra l  Z ia ,  o n ce regretted for s h e  not be ing  k i l led  a t  
the  t i m e  o f  the  c o u p  detente .  Very n ext month  o f  coup,  
she  was ba rred fro m trave l  by t ra i n .  D u ri n g  the  tra i l  of  h e r  
father  o n  t h e  c h a rges  of  m u rd e ri ng a p o l it ica l  oppone nt's  
father, s h e  t ried her  best  to m o bi l i ze  the m a sses  a g a i ns t  
the  reg i m e  b u t  m ost o f  h e r  m a l e  pa rty leaders p re fe rred to  
keep s i l ence i n  t h e  face  of  a t roc i t ies  l a s hed by t h e  reg i m e .  
Duri ng th i s  i n it i a l  d e p ress ing p e r iod,  h e r  voice became t h e  
l o ne roa r  o f  a l i oness i n  t h e  j u ng le  o f  fea r, i nd iv id u a l  
sa cr ifices a nd re p re ss i o n .  A l though fo r cou ple of  h e r  
e a rl i e r  a rrests, s h e  w a s  house-deta i ned,  m ostly a t  h e r  
K a ra c h i  res ide nce but  after t h e  P I A  h ijack ing  of  M a rc h  
1981, fi rst s h e  w a s  kept i n  so l ita ry confinement  a t  K a ra c h i  
Centra l J a i l a n d  later  s h ifted to n otor ious S u k k u r  Centra l  
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Ja i l ,  where trying her for high treason was p lanned. under 
which the death penalty was inev�table. To cure suspected 
ovary cancer, she was shifted aga in  to Karachi  Ja i l .  

None of the forme r  Chief Justice of Lahore High Court, 
Khwaja Shareef announced that he would be honored in 
defending Qad ri in  the court. 

The women, especia l ly g i rls of  Hindu fa ith had been 
victims of atrocities since long, but the i ncidents of their 
kidnapping a nd forced conversion had rai)idly g rown in 
near-past.  The m ost publ icized such case was the 
kidnapping of 19-yea r  Rinkul Kumari in  the Northern city 
Ghotki of Sindh on 24th February 2012, by the goons with 
the blessing of a local religious leader and a parl ia ment 
member  Mian Mitho. After m uch of hue and c ry by the 
ma instream society and the inte l l igentsia of Sindh, the PPP 
who hac; awa rded h im Assembly ticket for the general  
elections of 2008, expelled h im from the party but the 
government, superior judic iary and foreign pressu re could 
not recovered the abducted g i rl. 

On the morning of Tuesday, 9th October 2012, a fifteen 
yea rs old high school student Mala la Yousafzai was 

-
a m bushed by a gunman, in her hometown M ingora of Swat 
val ley in Northern Pakistan .  She survived the attack. Later, 
Tahreek-i-Ta liban Pakistan claimed responsibi l ity of the 
attack with �eclaration that she was a US and Jew agent 
a nd was promoting education for g irls. They went on  to 
announce to ki l l  her whenever and wherever possible. 

Born o n  12th July 1997, Mala la emerged as right to 
education activist at  time when Taliban banned education 
especia l ly of the gir ls.  During  the 2009 occupation of Swat 
va l ley by Tal iban, she wrote the Urdu blog under a 
pseudonym of Gui  Makai  (a folk  character of the region) 
for the BBC detai l ing her l ife under Tal iban rule, their 
attempts to take control of tbe valley �nd her views on 
promoting g ir ls  ed ucation.  
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The fol lowing summer, a New York Times docume ntary by 
journalist  Adam B. El l ick was fil med a bo ut her life as the 
Pa kista ni  security forces la u nched an o pe ration in the 
region. During this time she rose in pro m inence and with 
her revealed identity gave interviews to p rint a nd 
electro nic media and addressed the gathering including a 
SummerM a rxistSchool, o penly sharing her views a bout the 
Islamic Jihad and its im pacts· o n  the lives of the people.  

O n  the attack day, she a long with her school-mates, was 
rid ing the school va n, a gunman a sked for M a la l� by name, 
then pointed a Colt 45 at her a nd fired three shots. One 
bul let h it the left side of her foreh�ad, travel led under her 
skin and face and then into shoulder. While she was u nder 
treatment, first in M ingora and then i n  Rawa lpindi, people 
all  over the country rose to protest agai nst the attack, a nd 
the reactio n from the internation a l  com m unity, includ ing 
of the Security Council of U N  poured in.  Few days later, for 
further tre'!tment and intensive rehabil itation, she was 
shifted to the QueenEliza bethHospital i n  Birmingham, 
E ngland.  

Her d a ring act to challenge the a nti-education Ta l iban, 
forced the world to re-intensify its efforts for the 
education especial ly of girls for under privileged regions 
and classes. In this regard, U nited Nations Special E nvoy 
for Global  Ed ucation, Gordon Brown l a u nched a U �  
petition i n  h e r  name, using the slogan ' I  a m  M alala' a nd 
demand ing that a l l  child ren worldwide be i n  school by the 
end of 2015. 

I n  29th April 2013 issue of Time m agazine, Ma lala was 
featured on the front cover. She won the first National 
Youth Peace Prize of Pa kistan in 2013 a nd was nominated 
for the Nobel Peace Prize the same yea r, a lthough for that 
yea r  the N obel Priz� was awarded to the Organ ization for 
the Pro hibition of Chemical  Weapons but she beca me the 
youngest person who has ever been nominated for the 
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award .  Very next yea r, in 2�14 s h e  wo n th is  m ost 
prestig ious  award.  In 2013,  she  won t h e  S a k h a rov P rize of 
E u ropean  U nion  a n d  was confe rred the  Honora ry Canadia n 
c it i zensh ip .  

P a rveen Rehman ,  a med ia-shy soc ia l  wo rke r, who devoted 
her  l ife to  the deve lopment  of the i m pover ished people 
across the  country, was gunned down i n  Karach i  on 1 3th 
M a rc h, 2013. she had  ea rned m a n y  e n e m ies, because of  
her  work a nd the  latest add it ion  to it were Is la m ic  fa nat ics, 
who v. �re not h a ppy with her work of  e m powering women 
a n d  a d m i n istrat ing the Po l io  d ro ps to  c h i l d ren ,  which 
fa nat ics  tho ught conta ined the  med ic ine  o f  i m potency to 
red uce  the M us l im po pu lat ion .  Anothe r b ig threat to her  
l ife was  by  the  ever  growing l and  m afia i n  Karach i ,  
i nvolved in  gra bb ing precious l and  o n  t h e  fr inges of  the 
c ity. 

Born i n  1957 in D h a ka a n d  m oved to Kara c h i  a fter  
Beng ladesh  c a m e  i nto be i ng, a fter  rece iv ing a bache lor' s  of  
engineer ing in  a rc h itect u re from K a ra c h i' s  Dawood Col lege 
of Eng ineer ing a n d  Tec h n o logy in 1981,  shP ·,1 i n ed O ra ngi 
Pi lot Progra m (OPP) ,  i n i t iated by Akhter  Ha meed K h a n  and  
a fter  h i s  death,  she became D i rector o f  OPP .  After  tak ing 
over the  O P P, she spread work o f  her  o rg a n isat ion across 
the  country, which  was ear l ier  cons idered an o rgan isat io n 
l i m ited just to the  O ra ngi  Town o f  K a ra c h i ,  where m ajority 
of res idents  were B iha ris, who m igrated h ere a fter  
Bengladesh  came i nto be ing .  

P a rveen  was an  ardent  compi ler  o f  record o f  p recious land,  
i n  s h a pe o f  v i l lages but  were speed i ly  v a n i s h i n g  into c ity's 
vastness because o f  ever-i ncreas ing  d e m a n d  o f  thousands 
o f  fam i l ies  who were s h ifting  to  Kara c h i  eve ry yea r from 
a cross the  cou ntry a n d  ne igh bor ing cou ntr ies .  

Deru a l i a s  Veeru K o l h i, a Da l it and a fo r m e r  b o n d ed la bor, 
created h istory, when  s h e  contested fo r a S i n d h  Asse m b ly 
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seat  i n  the  genera l  e lecti o ns he ld  o n  1 11h M ay, 2013 ,  from 
PS  50 Hyderabad R u ra l  a nd secured 503 votes.  

O rigi n a l ly fro m the desert a rea  o f  lhar  a nd m ig rated to t h e  
i rr igated a rea  o f  S i n d h  d u e  to d ro ug ht, she l i ke  t h o u s a n d s  
o t h ers, w a s  t rapped i n  debt a n d  forced to work  o n  t h e  
fa rms  o f  h e r  l and lord t i l l  i n  m id -1990, when s h e  e sca ped 
fro m the  capt ivity and a fte r wa lk ing ba refoot, c a m e  in 
c ontact with h u m a n  r ights a ctivists to  seek h e l p  for t h e  
rescue o f  h e r  h usband  a nd other  fa m i ly  m e m bers .  H e r  o w n  
ca ptivity g u ided h e r  t o  i n it iate a n  u ne n d ing struggle fo r 
the  re lease o f  ca ptivated bonded l abor  i n  the  southern 
p a rt o f  S i n d h .  



7- Movements for the Freedom of 

Press an d Expression 

P . D  Ta ndon,  re p resentative of about  20 Eng l is h  a n d  
ve rnacu la r p a p e rs d u ring B rit ish occupat ion of  I nd ia ,  j a i led 
for 16  months  dur ing the Quit  I nd i a  move m e nt of  1942, 
writes ' I nd i a n  newsmen wielded the pen as crusaders for 
freedom a n d  not a s  l i tera ry a rtists .  N o  wonder, for h e  
wrote o n  po l it ics a s  a po l it ica l be ing ... a nd thought  a nd fe l t  
t h a t  l ife a n d  po l it ics were synon,ym o us.' 

N wa s  to be born, Majid M a l ik,  the t h e n  Pr inci p a l  PRO sent  
an  a dvice to newspapers on 1 111h August 1947,  to  m od ify 
the speech of M o ha m med Al i  J i n n a h  made in t h e  i n a ugura l  
session of  the F i rst Const ituent Assem b l y  a s  the  
bure a u cracy cons idered it aga ins t  the  s p i rit  o f  t h e  Two 
n a t i o n  theory.  M o ha m ma d  A l i  J i n n a h  had  spoken  a s  the  

· ·  -fo!Jnder  of  the country, the P res ident  of  M us l im League 
a nd the P re:: ident of  the House. Some n ewsp a per  e d itors 
were m o re thein  o b l iged to fo l low the  adv ice  but  when 
A l taf  Hussa in, the  Ed itor  o f  da i ly Dawn came to know 
a bout  it, he threatened that  if  the  a d vice was not  
withdrawn he  h im self  wi l l  te l l  J i n n a h  about  i t .  Later  the 
a dvice was withdrawn and J i n n a h's  speech w a s  pub li shed 
i n  next day  newspapers but  i n  c o m i ng yea rs when the  
civi l i an  a r.d  mi l i ta ry bureaucra cy a nd r ight-wing rel igious 
l obby dom inated the fu n ct io n ing  o f  the state,  this portion 
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of h is speech was a ltogether omitted from the official 
a rch iva l records .  

Dur ing the Karach i  riots of J a n uary 1948, K .  P unniah, the 
ed itor of S i ndh  O bse rver, Ka rach i, wrote some hard hitting 
ed itoria l s  accus ing the a uthorities of taking s ide with the 
m ajority M us l im com m un ity. There was a s h a rp reaction  
a mo ng the offic ia l s  on  these  remarks a n d  the on ly l ast 
m i n ute i nterve nt ion by J i n n a h  i n  the matter saved the 
editor from b eing a rrested. 

Dr .  Abdus  Sa lam K h u rsh id  writes a bout a media tycoon 
M ajeed Nizami of the Nawa-i- Waqt gro u p  of newspapers, 
'on the  eve of the independen ce, Zamindar was the largest 
c irc u l a ted newspaper  i n  Punjab but  Nawa-i-W1..qt was 
po l it ica l ly more powerfu l than the former. No one can 
deny that N i zami  d id  not be l ieve in  the freedom of the 
press .  O n  the contra ry he welcomed curbs o n  certain  
contem pora ries .' 

The S indh Government  under  Pir l l l ah i  Bakhsh i n  May 1 94 9  
forbade t h e  c i rcu l at ion o f  da i ly  Dawn within the province 
beca use of  its crit ic ism of the m i n istry. 

In a jo int  ed itoria l  on 61h Ma y  1949, a n u m be r  of dai l ie s  
d e m a n ded 'pe n a l  act ion'  a ga i n st the Civil & Military 
Gazette o n  p u b l icat ion of  a news item regarding the 
Kas h m i r  d i spute between I nd ia and Pakistan .  This joint 
editori a l  was p ub l i shed i n  the fol lowing pa pers. Names of 
ed itors a re m e n ti oned in  bracket, Karach i  da i l ies: 1-Dawn
E n g l is h  (A lta f H ussa in ) ,  2 -Dawn-Gujrati (Noor Moham med 
J a ma l  Noor Memon ) ,  3-Dawn-Urd u  ( Faza l Ahmed Sidd iqui) ,  
4-J a ng ( M i r  Kha l i l  u r  Rehman ), 5-Sind O bserver ( Pi r  Al i  
M o h a m med Rashd i),  6- A nj a m  (Omer  Farooqi) 7 -Al
Waheed-Si n d h i  (Abdu l  G ha foor Seetai},  a nd Lahore dai l ies 
were : 8-Pakistan Times ( Fa iz Ahmed Faiz) ,  9-Nawa-i-Waqt  
( M ajeed Niza m i )  10- l m roze (Ch irag  H u ssa in  Hasrat) 1 1-
Zam i n d a r  (Akhta r A l i  K h a n )  12- Sa fina  (Waqar  Am balvi) 13-
l n q i l a b  (Ghu lam Rasoo l  M a her and  Abdu l  Majid Sal ik)  14-



554 People's Movemen t in Pakistan 

G h a l i b  ( M i r  Noor  M o h a m m ed)  15- Maghri b i  Pa kista n 
( K h a l i l  Ahmed)  a n d  16- Jad id  N iza m (Am in  ud D in  Sahra i ) .  
T h e  a uthor it ies took a swift a ct io n a n d  p a p e r  w a s  closed 
fo r s ix  m o nths .  

In  1949,  the Chief  M i n ister NWFP,  Kha n Abd u l  Qa yum Khan 
o rde red the cance l l a t ion  of  dec larat io n of  da i ly  Sarhad. 
S i m u ltaneo us ly, the ed ito r of the p a p e r, R a h i m  Bakhsh 
G h a z navi was a rrested under  the  Safety Act . Sarhad was 
the f irst U rd u  da i ly of  the  NWFP, sta rted by A l l ah  Bakhsh 
Yous ufi i n  1925 .  He h a d  pa id  heavy price duri n g  the 
freedom movement for o ppos ing the  B rit ish E m p i re .  

Syed Su l ta n  Shah  G i l a n i, t h e  editor o f  Al-Jamiat was 
a rrested i n  1 949, for cr itic i z ing  the M u s l i m  League  m i n istry 
of Khan  Qa yu m .  After  l e n gthy court p roceedi ngs, he  was 
re leased but  h i s  secu rity d e posit  of  Rs .  2 ,000 was fo rti fi e d .  

T h e  gove rnment  of  P u nja b  sto pped a l l  advert ise m e nts t o  
da i ly lnqilab, La hore (ed itors Abd ul  Maj id  S a l i k  a nd G h u l a m  
Rasool  Ma her)  a nd a fter somet ime newsprint q u ota o f  the 
paper was a lso wit hdrawn fo r i ts  o p posit ion to the  ru l i ng 
c l iq ue .  Ear l ie r, the N W F P  gove rnment  had  b a n ned pa per's  
entry into p rovi nce . U lt imate ly  the p a per was c losed in  
Nove m be r  1 949, a fter  an exce l l ent service to the  ca use o f  
freedom strugg le .  T h e  p a p e r  w a s  sta rted o n  2 7th M a rch 
1927.  

New Orient, a Karach i  week ly, edited by G hayuru l  I s l am 
was  the  first Ka rach i  paper  which  was fo rced to wind u p, 
because it stood for 'a strong, p rogressive, sovereign a nd 
d e m ocrat ic Pa kistan ,  w h e re m a n-made inequa l it ies wi l l  be 
e l i m i nated' .  It dema nded 'a p o p u l a r  democra t ic 
co nst itut ion'  with 'fu nda m e nta l  h um a n  rights' enshrined in  
i t .  With these h igh a i m s, the  p a pe r  fro m its  very fi rst i ssue 
sta rted expos ing acts  o f  a nt i -peop le  e l e m e nts.  Before i ts  
seventh issue  o n  201h M a rc h  1949, t h e  ed ito r knew that 
the days of  the  p a p e r  were n u m be red,  a s  he  was 
sum moned to the pol ice head q u a rters fo r a l engthy 

., !' '· 
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i nterrogat io n .  The p a p e r  p u b l is hed t h e  f u l l  a cco unt  of  the 
interrogat ion o n  its fro nt page,  wh ich  p roved t h e  last n a i l  
in the coffi n of  the  jo u rn a l .  I t  was a h a rd h it t ing  p iece 
which conc l uded by assert ing :  'we st i l l  sta nd  by these 
pr incip les  a n d  wi l l  cont inue to se rve o u r  people a n d  o u r  
cou ntry . . .  n o r  s h a l l  w e  accept t h e  pos i t ion  t h a t  w e  a re i n  
a ny w a y  less p a triotic than  the m ost p atr iot ic  a m o ng u s .  
We do not  be l ieve t h a t  patr iot ism is  the  exc lus ive 
m o n o po ly of  a n y  gro u p  or i nd ivi d u a l .  We a re no less  
p a tr iot ic Pa k ista n i  than Pr ime M i n iste r L ia q u a t  A l i  Khan o r  
a n yone  e l se' .  O n  241h  M a rch, the dec l a ra t ion  o f  t h e  journa l  
was  cance l led,  the  o ffices of  the paper  w e re searched a n d  
t h e  rem a i n i ng cop ies  o f  t h e  seve nth  issue were 
co nfis-:ated . 

M a u l a n a  Waq a r  A m ba lvi 's da i ly  Sofina, La h o re was the  
first newspa per  i n  the P u nj a b  to be  c lo sed by t h e  M us l i m  
League gove rn m e nt i n  J u ly 1949, fo r v io l a t ing  t h e  sanctity 
of the B r iti sh  Governor  o f  P u nj a b  p rov ince .  On 201h  J u ly, 
the p a p e r  had p u b l i shed its staff re po rte r's news on t h e  
front  page that  the  Governor  F ra nc is  M uddy was  
tra nsferr ing a truck- load of  secret p a p e rs to Lond o n .  
D es p ite a v igorous p rotest b y  the  P u nj a b  U n io n  o f  
Journa l ists ( P U J )  a n d  the  Pa kista n T i mes, t h e  P u nj a b  
govern m e nt refused t o  l ift t h e  b a n .  A b d u s  S a m a d  K h a n  
D u rran i  wa s a rrested in  1950 u n d e r  t h e  P u b l i c  S a fety Act.  
At that  t ime he was the  ed itor of lstaq/al, Quetta a nd with 
his a rrest the  p a p e r  which had  sta rted i n  J a n u a ry 1930, 
was c losed.  

After  t h e  49 days  long str ike in  1949 by t h e  d a i ly  S i n d h  
O bse rve r Ka rach i ,  l e d  by S indh  U n i o n  of  J o u rn a l i sts, the  
Pa kista n Fede ra l  U n io n  of  Journa l i sts ( P FUJ )  was  fo rmed i n  
1950. 

On g'h M a rc h  1 9 5 1, eighteen ed i tors re p rese nti ng the 
e nt i re p ress o f  K a ra c h i, La hore, D h a k a  a nd Peshawa r  m et 
i n  Ka rach i  u nder  Altaf H u ssa in ,  the  e d it o r  o f  da i ly  Dawn,  o n  
t h e  s a m e  d a y  accused of  Rawa l p ind i  Consp i racy were 

I 
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a rrested a nd without wa iting for or dem�nding details, 
endorsed by a resolution the action taken by government 
and gave an assurance of 'unqua lified support to a ny 
fu rther meas ures'. This resolution and PM Liaq uat's 
state ment on the conspiracy appeared side by side o n  the 
front page of da ily Dawn 10th March. On prom inent editor 
Z. A. Suleri was so ca rried away that he resigned from the 
All  Pa kistan Newspa pers Editor's Co nference beca use it' s  
then President Fa iz Ahmed Fa iz had been a rrested i n  
con nection of conspiracy. 

The declaration of Sat/uj, edited by Ali Ahmed Riffat a n d  
lnsaf edited b y  Hayat Ta reen (both weeklies published 
from Baghdad-ul-Jadeed, Bahawalpur) were ca ncelled in 
1951, by the M uslim League m in istry of Makhdoomzada 
Hassa n ·  M a h mood, on the cha rges of writing against the 
factional fight within the ruling party. Journal ists a l l  over 
the cou ntry reacted sha rply on the closure orders, so the 
government was forced to withdraw its orders. Again i n  . 

1952, /nsaf was susp�nded for six months. ( nee again the 
journa list com m u nity ·a nd some trade union leaders 
protested on the act. Popular labor leader Cha ud h ry Wa l i  
Moham med a long with few other comrades went o n  

)rnnger strike in p rotest. O nce again t h e  state government 
was forced to withdraw its order after few weeks. 

O n  9th Februa ry 1951,  a pre-ce nsorship was im posed on 
da ily Nawa-i- Waqt beca use the pa per was supporting 
d issident group of the ruling M uslim League led by lftikha r  
Hussa in M a mdot. The restricti ons were lifted nn 251h 

March. 

The first major attack o n  p ress, by non-state entity aga inst 
the press was made in 1952, when during the language 
riots in the then East Pa kistan, three st udents of the Dhaka 
U niversity were killed in the police firing o n  2 1'1 February 
(later internati o nal Mother Tongue Day) 1952, daily 
Morning News, going against the popular demand, 
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advocated regiona l status for Benga li .  The Bengali yo uth, 
in anger burnt down the press a n d  offices of the pa per. 

On 9th June 1952, the Government of Punj a b  banned the 
publication of two Lahore weeklies, Chattan (ed ited by 
Shorish Kashmiri) and Asia. 

On 251h December 1952, the Evening Times (later Times of 
Karachi) p u blished a front page ed itoria l a nd a cartoon 
accusing the government of plunging the cou ntry i nto 
chaos. On 30th December, Z. A. S u le ri, p rinter, Khurshid 
Alam the p ub lisher and N. M .  Katpal the cartoonist were 
a rrested on the charges of sedition. The PFUJ and its 
affi l iated unions were first to p rotest on th is, followed by 
17 editors of Karachi and Lahore .  On 9th January 1953, the 
e nti re press observed a 24-hour strike in protest against 
the government's p ress policy. Afte r  83 days of a rrest, 
they were released on bail by Sindh H igh Cou rt. Later the 
cha rges agai nst them were a lso set a side by the court. 

The Basic Principles Com m ittee was a p poi nted by the 
Constituent Asse mbly to fo rmulate the main principles of 
the constitution.  It was asked to submit its report to the 
a ssem bly by 23•d November 1952 but a t  the last min ute its 
presentation was postponed til l  the last week of 
Decem ber. Meanwhile the government a p prehending 
publication of specu lative re ports o n  the postponement, 
ta king refuge behind Section 144, the p ress was wa rned by 
th� President of the Asse mbly M olvi Ta meezud Din, not to 
publish a nything a bout the report unti l  it was presented to 
the Assem b ly. Not satisfied by the warning, the 
government invoked the Officia l Secrets Act, a sking p ress 
to refra in from violating the act. The Pa kistan Times was 
the first paper to bitterly criticize the officia l action, 
followed by the Sindh Union of J o u rn a l ists. 

On 29th May 1952, the Punjab government issued two 
notices, one to Mazhar Ali Khan, the p rinter a n d  pu blisher 
of daily lmroze, Lahore and other to the keeper of the 
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Pa k ista n T imes P ress, stat ing that they to fo rfe ited the  
secu rity of Rs . 3 ,  000 each . Th e acti o n  was taken o n  the  
p u b l icati o n  of a n  a rti c le  o n  2"ct May, under  the head ing Gar 
Tu Buro Na Mane ( I f  yo u a re not offended) ,  a h u m o ro u s  
p i e c e  b y  Tufa i l  Ah med J a m a l i, i n  w h i c h  he had  c ri t ic i zed 
the  Secur ity Act.  The p a pe r  was accused of try ing to 'br ing 
hatred o r  conte m p t  to the govern ment o r  at  least to cause 
d issa t isfact ion aga i nst i t . '  

The S i n d h i  da i ly Al- Wahid, Karach i  was a sked to fu rn i sh  
two secu rity de posits  of Rs .3 ,  000 each fo r p u b l i s h i ng 
'ce rta i n  passages ca l cu la ted to br ing hatred to t h e  
government  of S i n d h  estab l ished by law a n d  to promote 

• the fee l ings of hat re d  between the d iffere nt c la sses of  H e r  
M ajesty's su bjects, i n  i t s  var ious issues from 13th M a rc h  t o  
6th J u n e 1952' .  

I n  reply to a q uesti o n  i n  the Nationa l  Asse m b l y  on 281h 
J u ne 19 54, it was offi cia l ly stated that as  m a ny as 50  
newspapers we re wa rned d u r ing 19 52  a n d  1953 ,  of  these 
29  belonged to Punj a b, two to NWFP, 1 3  to Kara c h i, one to 
S i n d h  and five to E a st Pa kista n fo r p u b l icat ion  of 
o bjectio na b le  matter or v io lat ing the d ifferent p ress laws .  

O n  30th May 1 954, fou r  j o u rna l ists M.  A .  S h a ko o r, Assista nt  
Ed i tor  of da i ly  Dawn,  A h m ed Hassan,  Sub-ed itor, da i ly  
Dawn, M o h a m med Akhta r, sports repo rter, Times of 
Karachi a n d E r ic R a h i m, K a rach i  correspondent of  Pakistan 
Times, Lahore were a rrested 'fo r a ct iv it ies l i ke ly  to d ist u r b  
p e a c e  a n d  t ra n q u i l ity' .  Later  they we re deta ined for o n e  
yea r u n der  t h e  Security of Pak istan Act . Th is w a s  a 
sequence of overa l l  a rrests of leftist workers i n  who le  
cou ntry.  Though KUJ  conde m ned these  a rrests, wh ich  was 
later  endorsed by the  P UJ a n d  H UJ but the Dawn un i t  of 
KUJ,  o n  the pressure of the  ma nageme nt, came out 
stro ngly aga i nst the  K UJ Executive Counc i l .  O n  23'd J u ne,  
d a i ly Dawn p u bl ished  a news item o n  its fro nt page, 
a n 1;10 u nc ing  the  d is m issa l  of  M. A .  S h a koor  and A h m ed 
Hassa n fro m the p a per .  
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I n  Nove m ber  1954, the p u b l icati o n  o f  a S i n d h i  d a i ly  Al
Waheed, Ka rach i ,  was b a n ned fo r o n e  yea r under  the  
Secu rity of Pak ista n Act .  F o u r  Hyde ra bad  based d a i l i e s  
Karwan, Hila/-i-Pakistan, Aftab a n d  Fatah-i-lslam w rote a 
jo int edito r ia l  aga i nst the  b a n .  Conse q uent ly, Karwan was 
a lso banned fo r one  month .  

I n  the  first week of M i l i tary coup  led  by G e n e ra l  Ayu b  
Khan ,  t h e  ed itor  o f  weekly Lail-o-Nihar,Syed S i bt- i- H assan  
was a rreste d u n d e r  the Safety Act . F o u r  d a ys later, Ahmed 
Nadeem Qas m i, the  ed i tor  of d a i l y  lmroze m e t  the  s a m e  
fate .  A s  t h e  c h i e f  ed itor  of  Pakistan Times, F a i z  A h m e d  F a i z  
w a s  i n  Tas h kent  to attend a l i te ra ry c o nfe re n ce, s o  h e  w a s  
a rrested o n  h i s  return .  

I 

O n  181h Apr i l  1959, the Ayub Gove r n m e nt took  over the  
Progressive Papers L im ited ( P P L) .  A l though  the  PFUJ  
condem ned t h e  m ove but  m ajo ri�y of  t h e  newspaper  
owners a n d  ed itors welcomed t h e  ste p, t a k e n  by mi l i tary,  
the 'savior of  the  country' . Exa ct ly f ive yea rs a fter  t h e  
ta ke-over of t h e  P P L, the N at i o n a l  P r e s s  Trust ( N PT) ca m e  
into existence i n  Apr i l  1964.  

A few years a fter indepe n d e n ce, o n e  o f  the  most powerful  
ed itors i n  the country, Altaf H ussa i n  of  d a i ly Dawn, went  
a l l the  way to Canada to te l l  t h e  E m p i re P ress U n i o n  that  
t h e  p ress i n  P a k ista n had  n o  use for  freedo m i n  h e r  
present state of  d eve lopment .  H e  to ld  t h e m  that  'we a re 
skat ing o n  t h i n  ice .' The Pa kista n T i m e s  was  the  o n ly 
newspa per  to p rotest aga i n st t h i s  d isgust ing stat e m e nt .  

Befo re t h e  i m posit ion of t h e  Press  a n d  P u b l icati o n s  
Ord ina nce 1 9 6 3 ,  there were a d e q u a t e  corpuses  of  l aws 
a p p l icab le  to  the  p ress :  Secti o n  1 24-A of the  Pa kista n 
Pena l  Code p rescr ibed p u n i s h m e n t  fo r the  a u t h o rs a n d  
pub l ishers of sediti ous writi ngs .  Secti o n  15 3-A pena l ized 
wr it ings ca l cu lated to p ro m ote fee l ings  of e n m ity o r  hatred 
among va r ious c lasses a n d  secti o n s  of the  co m m u nity.  
Secti o n  499 and 500 too k care of  l i be lous  p u b l icati o ns .  
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Secti on  29S-I p rescribed pun ishment for those respons ib le 
for writ i ngs i ntended to outrage the re l ig ious fee l i ngs of 
a n y  section of the community.  Section  292,  dealt  s imi la r ly 
with o bscene p u b l icatio ns .  Then there was the swee ping 
section SOS, which sought to p u n ish  any  person who 
makes, pu b l ishes or c i rcu lates any statement, rumor o r  
re port ca l cu l ated o r  l i kely t o  su bvert t h e  loya lty o f  the 
a rmed forces; or to cause p u bl i c  fea r  or  a l a rm whereby a n y  
person m a y  be i nd uced t o  commit a n  offe nce aga i nst the 
State or  pub l i c  t ra n q u i l ity, or  inc ite a ny class or com m u n ity 
to com mit any  offen ce aga inst a ny other c lass  or  
com m u nity. 

H a m id Hashmi, n ews editor of da i ly  lmroze a nd Aasi  
N iz a m i, ed itor of d a i ly Mujahid, Lahore were detained 
under the Safety Act, a fter the im position of M a rtia l Law 
for t h ree months.  They were freed on  81h J a n u a ry 19S9.  

The ed ito r  a nd p u bl i sher  c1f the Eastern Examiner Dhaka, 

Begum A l i  Khan a nd the jo int  editor A. A l i  Kha n were 
a rrested under  M a rti a l  Law on 141h October  19S9.  

The editor of Hila/-i-Pakista'1, La hore, Shaikh M o h a mmed 
Sa l im was a rrested u nder  M a rtia l  Law O rders n u m ber  240 
a n d  Sl  for s p read i ng hat red aga inst the gove rnment on 
10th October 19S9 a nd were sent to ja i l  for s ix months .  

Weekly Jamaliat of U sto Moham med, B a lochistan, ed ited 
by Mohammed U m a r Qmb ra n i  was ordered to c lose down 
in 1959, for p u b l ish ing  a n  a rti cle c riti c iz ing the M a rti a l  Law 
regime.  I nteresting ly  this a rticle was l ifted from a La hore 
d a i ly, which escaped a n y  offic ia l a ct ion .  

M al ik  Mohammed R a m zan ,  ed itor of  wee k ly Sarban, was 
ja i led' i n  1960, for t h ree months  for writi ng a series of  
a rt ic les aga inst  the feu d a l  lo rds of  the Ka lat Divis ion . On 
12th J ul y  1960, S peci a l  M i l ita ry Co u rt i n  Quetta sentenced 
Mohammed Hassan  N iz ami, the editor of Tanzeem for one 
yea r  i mpri so nment a nd fine. He was cha rged under M a rtia l 
Law Regu la tion 70 for p ub l i sh ing a n  objecti o n a b le a rti c le .  
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I n  February 1 9 6 1 ,  a s u m m a ry M i l i ta ry C o u rt sentenced t h e  
e d i t o r  of  Kainat, Bahawa l p u r  Wa l i  U l l a h  A h a d  a n d  its 
re porter  B a s h i r  Anwar fo r f iftee n  a n d  n i n e  m o n t h s '  
r ig o rous  i m p r iso n m e n t  res pecti vely a n d  fi ned  Rs . 10,000 
each ,  on the cha rges of  s p re a d i ng h a t red a n d 
d issat i sfa ct i o n  aga i nst the  gove r n m e n t .  O n  ag i ta t io n by 
PFUJ  a n d  C P N E, the gove r n m e n t  re leased t h e m  a fter  t h ree 
m o n t hs . 

O n  5t h  J u ne 1961, the  pr iva te ly  owned  n e ws age ncy 
Assoc i a te Press of  Pak ista n ( A P P )  was n a t i o n a l i zed by the 
gove r n m e n t .  The reso l ut io n passed in  t h e  Fed e ra l  
Execut ive Counc i l  meet ing o f  P F UJ ,  he ld  i n  D h a ka ,  w h i l e  
co n d e m n ing  th i s  step, stated t h a t  t h i s  ste p w i l l  b ri n g  m o re 
rest r ict ions  o n  the  freedom o f  p ress .  

P rote st ing  aga i nst  the poss i b l e  restr ict i o n s  on m'ed ia ,  t h e  
Rawa l p i n d i  jou rna l i sts observed a o n e - h o u r  str ike  a n d 
boycott of the  na ti o n a l  asse m b ly p roceed i ngs o n  1 1 th 
August  1 9 6 3 .  

O n  911' Septem ber 1963,  journ a l ists  a l l  o v e r  t h e  co u n t ry, o n  
the  ca l l  o f  P F UJ observed o n e - d a y  s t r i k e  aga i nst  the  rece n t  
a m e n d m e nts i n  the  P ress a n d  P u b l i ca t i o n s  O rd i n a nce . 
A P N S  a n d  Counc i l  of Newspa p e rs E d i tors had  a lso 
e n d o rsed the  str ike . Ve ry next day, G e n e ra l Ayu b  h e l d  a 
m e eti ng with  newspa per  e d i t o rs a n d  o n  1 3 th Septem ber, 
Governors of both provi nces  s us p e n d e d  i m p le m e n t a t i o n  
o n  o rd i na n ce fo r one  month  . 

. O n  2 1 st September  1963, fi rst ti m e t h ree p r i m a ry m e d i a  
o rga n iza t ions  P F UJ, APNS  a n d  C P N E  fo r m e d  a J o i n t  Act ion  
Comm ittee fo r the  re m ova l  of  t h e  P ress  and  P u b l i ca ti o ns 
O rd i n a n ce a n d  a ft e r  its t a l ks w i th  the  gove r n m e n t, o n  10th 
October, the  sa id  o rd i n a nce was  pa rt i a l ly a m e n d e d . 
Accord i ng to Safd a r  Quresh i ,  t h e  P F UJ P res i d e n t  .a n d  a 
p a rt ic i pan t  of ta lks ,  beca use o f  t h e  l e n i e ncy shown by t h e  
C P N E  re p resentat ive A l taf  H ussa in ,  t h e  O rd i na nce c o u l d  
n o t  be re pea l  com plete ly.  
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On 1 st October  1963,  Genera l  Ay ub  K h a n  wa rned t h o se 
j o u rna l i sts who we re cri t ic iz ing  h is  government  a n d sa id ,  ' I  
ask  j o u rna l i sts to cha nge t h e i r  behav ior  a nd a d o pt a n  
o bject ive a tt i tude towa rds nat io na l  issues .  There is  
u n reasonab le  h u e a nd cry on  recent  P ress O rd i n a n c e .  
There a re m a ny just if ica t ions  fo r t h e  rece nt  prov i n c i a l  
rest r ict ions  o n  med ia ' .  

Out/ookKa rach i, ed ited by I q b a l  Hassan B u rney a nd !qdam 
La h o re, both week l ies we re c losed down d u e  to  
gove rnment  pressure on  10th Aug ust 1964 .  The New Yo rk  
T imes i n  i t s  i ssue of  13th August, writ ing  on  the  c losure o f  
per iod ica l s, s a i d :  ' t h i s  left West Pa kista n without  a s ing le  
newspa per  o r  magaz ine  cr it ica l o f  gove rnment  po l i c ies . '  

O n  3th  Septe m b e r  1965,  the Press a dvice syste m  was 
i ntrod uced in  the  wake of  wa r with I n d i a .  G h a n i  E ra b i  was  
a p po i nted Ch ief P ress Advisor.  S i m u lta neous ly, a Ce n t ra l  
Press Consu l tat ive Committee w a s  formed to adv ice t h e  
government  o n  m atters re la t ing  to  the  press .  

O n  1 7th J u n e  1966, the New Nati o n  P ress i n  Dhaka  was 
sea led ,  where da i ly  ltafaq, ed ited by Tofazza l  Hosa i n ,  was 
be ing  pr in ted . The seizer of press led to the c losure of  the 
pa per .  The act ion wa s t a ke n  u n d e r  the Defe nse of  Pa k ista n 
R u l e s .  On  the  very next da y, the pa per's ed itor was a lso 
a rreste d .  The paper  was accused of pu b l ish i ng t h e  S ix  
Po i nts by  Awa m i  League,  d efy i n g  the  government  ban o n  
i ts  p u b l icat io n .  The act ion d i d  n o t  g o  uncha l l enged d esp i te 
the reign of  te rro r that had been let loose i n  both t h e  
w i n g s  of the  country .  On  1 81 h J u ne, t he Awa m i  Le ague  
observed a n  a nt i - repressio n day t h ro ughout  East  P a k ista n ,  
s tude nts a n d workers took l ead ing  p a rt i n  the p rotest . The 
fo l lowing d a y, o n  the ca l l  of the  East  Pak ista n F e d e ra l  
U n i o n  o f  J o u rna l ists ( E P UJ ) , the ent i re press i n  t h e  E a st 
Pa k i sta n was shut  down fo r 24 ho u rs.  I n  West Pa k ista n 
exact ly a ft e r  36 d a ys, the  C P N E  a n d  APNS he ld  a jo in t  
e m e rgency meet ing  to  express i t s  'rese ntment ' ove r the  
seiz u re of the  ltafaq press.  O n  t h e  i ni t ia t ive of P F UJ ,  a jo int  
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committee,  re p rese n t i n g C P N E, A P N S  and P F UJ gave a 
str ike  ca l l  fo r 5 t h J u ly, wh ich  was postponed  to 20th J u ly 
a n d  u i t i m a te iy  a ba n d o n e d  d u e  to re iucta nce of C P N E  a n d  
A P N S  m e m b e rs,  w h o  gave i n  to the  offi c i a l  press u re .  I n  the  
fo l low- u p  P F UJ h e l d m e e t i ngs a t  t h e  m ajo r m e d i a  ce nters .  
Aft e r  a l e n gthy  l ega l ba t t l e  a n d  E P UJ a n d  M rs .  Hosa i n's 
a p pea l to P re s i d e n t  Ayu b, u l ti m a te l y  t he 2 8 7-days ordea l 
fo r Hosa i n a n d  h i s  p ress  ca m P  to a n  e n d  o n  2 81h M a rch 
19 67, but  not  w i thout  h uge fi n a n c ia l losses .  ltafaq was a n  
i n f l uent i a l  p ro-Awa m i  Le ague  d a i ly wi th  a l a rge c i rc u l a t i o n .  
I t  w a s  st a rted  a s  a w e e k l y  by M a u l a n a  A b d u l  H a m e e d  K h a n  
Bhas h a n i  a n d  l a t e r  To zaffa l Hosa i n ,  p o p u la rl y  k n o w n  a s  
M a n e k  M ia n  t o o k  i t  ove r a nd converted  i t  i n t o  a d a i ly .  

O n  the  n ight  of  the  Defe nse Day ( the a n n iversa ry of  wa r 
with I n d i a  d u ri n g  1 9 65) , w h i l e  R a d io P a kist a n  was 
b roadcast ing Ag ha  Sho r ish  Kashm ir i ' s  so n gs, the po l i ce  
reached h i s  house  with  h i s  a r rest  wa rra nts  for wr i t ing  a n  
e d itor ia l i n  h is wee k ly  Chattan, u n d e r  t h e  h e a d l i n e  'w h a t  
p res ident  Ay u b  s h o u l d  do?' ,  a ft e r  a f e w  m o nt h s  of  lega l  
bat t le  a n d  h i s  t r a n sfe r fro m one  ja i l  to a nother, o n e  of h i s  
j u n i or  i n  Chattan, H a m id Asg har  Na jeeb  t ri ed  to o rga n ize a 
s ignature ca m p a ig n  fo r h i s  re lease but  fa i l ed  i n  h i s  m iss i o n  
a s  s o m e  wr i ters a nd j o u r n a l i sts  refused to  s i g n  t h e  
m e m o ra n d u m .  I n  t h i s  h o u r  of  tr i a l ,  t he  o n ly b o d y  who d id 
a strong p rotest  wa s t h e  P u nj a b  U n ion  o f  J o u rn a l ists,  t h e  
body  w h i c h  was  a l ways m a l ignedby  S h o ri s h  a s  h e  a lways 
took sta n d  a ga i nst  t . .e t r ade  u n i ons .  On  1 6th Dece m be r, o n  
t h e  i n i t i a t ive of  M 1. sta fa Sad iq ,  the  La hore based  ed i to rs 
issued a j o i n t  a p p e a l  to  t h e  P res ident  fo r h i s  re l dse  a n d  
o n  24th Dece m b e r, Sho rish wa s re leased  a fte r  s p e n d i n g  
1 0 4  da ys i n  d i ffe rent  j a i l s .  O n  22nd Apr i l  1 9 68, (!Jattan a n d  
i t s  ed i tor  w e r e  o n c e  a g a i n  i n  t ro u b l e .  The  p a p e r  was c losed 
down u n d e r  the Defe n s e  of  Pa kista n R u l es, t h e  p ress  
confisca ted a n d  S h o rish  sent  to j a i l .  H e  w rote a bout  h is 
o rd e a l  i n  h i s  pr iso n d a i ry . O nce aga i n  K UJ a n d  P FUJ c a m e  
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fo rwa rd to  ra i se  vo ice fo r h im.  Whi le  h i s  fa m i ly started a 
lega l bat t le , fi rst i n  t h e  H igh  Court a n d  then  in the  
Su p re m e  Co u rt, S h o rish gave a n ight m a re to pr ison 
a ut ho rit ies by  go ing  o n  h u nger  str ike .  D u r ing the t ria l ,  
both  judges of  H i g h  Cou rt, J u st ice Bash i r  u d  Din a nd J u stice 
Shoukat  Ali were pressur i zed by the West Pa kista n 
Governor, G e n e ra l  M u sa  fo r not  accept ing t h e  pet i t ion 
cha l l eng ing  the a rrest  o f  Shor is h .  

O n  281h M a r�h 1 966, the  dec la rati o n  of  D h a ka d a i l y  
Sangbad, w a s  c a n c e l l e d  u n d e r  D P R  by the  E a s t  Pa k istan 
gove r n m e n t  a n d  i ts  ed i tor  Naseer  ud Din A h med was 
a rrested . An  a p p l i ca t ion  by the  pr in ter  a n d  p u b l isher  fo r 
t h e  restorat ion  of  d e c l a ra t ion  wa s rejected by t h e  De puty 
Com m iss ioner  but on a writ pet it ion f i led  by the p a p e r  on  
19th J u ne,  the  D h a k a  H ig h  Court dec l a red De's  o rd e r  i l lega l .  

O n  2ih M ay, a 'Save the  Press Committee ' was  fo rmed i n  
D h a k a  w i t h  A b d u s  S a l a m  a nd A k l i  Ashraf  as  c h a i r m a n  a n d 
conve n e r, respect ive ly.  E F UJ P res i dent  K. G .  M usta fa,  wh i l e  
g iv i ng  a ca l l  fo r a protest day  i n  su pport  of Sangbad, 
assu red a fu l l  s u p po rt for the  co m m ittee .  

O n  17th J u n e  1966 ,  the . Fash ion  Press Dhaka  was  sea led 
u nd e r  the  Defe nse  of  P a k ist a n  Ru les  a s  the  p ress  had 
pr i nted s ix  po in ts o f  Awa m i  League.  

O n  the  l a u n ch ing  of  the 'Decade of f'eve lopme nt '  o n  10th 
Octo ber  19 68,  a l l  t h e  n ewspa pers · · e re ordered  to p u b l ish 
spec ia l s u p p l e m e n ts h ig h l ight i .·,g the 'progress' m a d e  
u nd e r  the  'dyna m ic l e a d ersh ip  of Pres ident  Ayu b ' .  T h e  
i nst r uct ions  were ca rr ied  o u t  by a l l  Trust a nd ' trusted'  
p a p e rs .  The exte n t  of p ress d e basement  ca n be m e a s u red  
by just  two e xa m p les :  Dawn ( ed i tor :  J ami l  Ansar i ) ,  a non
N PT paper  o n  2 7th Octo ber, m a naged to p u b l i sh 95 
p h otogra p h s  of  P res ident  Ayu b  on  its 3 2-page s u p p l e m e nt .  
The ed i tor i a l  p a ge , of the  1 6-page reg u l a r  i ssue  had  the  
d is t inct ion  of  repro d u c i n g  t h e  excerpts fro m some of the  
ed i tori a l s  wr i t ten  by  i ts  fo r m e r  ed i tor  A l t a f  H u ssa in ,  o n  the  
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'h isto rica l s ign ifi ca nce of  t h e  revo luti o n  of  27th October  
1958 ' .  Another  spec ia lty of  the page was  the  re p rod uct io n  
of  a p icture in  wh ich  t h e  P res ident  w a s  shown decorat ing  
Altaf  H u ssa i nwith Hilal-i-Quaid-i-Azam Award, which  was  
g iven to the 'di sti ngu ished ed itor' o n  27th O cto b e r  1 960 .  

Mashriq, a n  N PT da i ly U rd u  p a p e r, fro m the  'Decade of  
Deve lopme nt' broch u re re produced a b l a s p h e m o u s  poem 
by B .  K .  She ikh ,  D i recto.r o f  Ed ucati o n  Karac h i ,  w h i c h  
c l a imed t h a t  G o d  Alm ighty H imse l f  w o u l d  not  h a v e  da red 
to accom pl ish ,  what the G reat  Savior Ayu b  K h a n  underto o k  
a nd a c h ieved i n  1958 .  

The  West  Pa kista n gove r n m e n't on  2"d J u ly  1968 cance l l e d  
the  dec la rat io n of a n  E ng l i s h  wee k ly The L ight, La hore,  for 
propagat ing the  views of the A h m e d i  c o m m u nity .  

D u r ing  t h e  last  days of  F ie ld  M a rs h a l  Ayu b  Khan,  o n  gth 
December  1968, d u r ing  a s tudent  prote st,  the  Ayu b 
s u p po rters opet1ed fi re o n  med ia  p e rsons  cove r ing  t h e  
p rotest a n d  i nj u red N adeem S h a h id, cor respondent  of  
d a i ly Tameer, Rawa l p i n d i .  O n  the  ca l l  o f  P FUJ a co m p lete  
str ike was o bserved o n  10th Dece m b e r. 

O n  the  ca l l  by the Co m b i ned O ppos i t ion  fo r a C o m p lete  
S h utdown o n  24 J a n u a ry 1969,  a st.udent  mob in  D h a ka set 
a b l aze  the  N PT b u i l d i ng, which h o u sed the offices of 
Morning News a nd Dainik Pakistan . .  

The P u nja b U n io n  o f  J o u rn a l ist o n  2 5th J a n u a ry 1969, gave 
a 2 4- h o u rs p rovi nce"wide s h u t-d own c a l l  to 'protect 
journ a l ists aga i nst the  pol ice m isbe h av ior' in Laho re,  
Ka rach i  and D.ha ka . On 26th  i t  ca l led for a two - h o u r  p e n 
d o w n  str ike a n d  ..:dec ided to boycott a l l  fu nct ions  o f  t h e · 
Karach i  admin i sttat ion .  O n  t h e  days o f  t h e  str ike m o re 
pol ice . a trocit ies were reported from Rawa l p i n d i, La h o re 
a n d  Lya l l p ur .  

A c o m plete str ike was  .o bserited i n  Ka rach i  a nd H yderabad  
on  the  ca l l  of  KUJ  and  H UJ o n  28th J a n u a ry .  The Karathi  

i• 
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p rotest m eet ing  a n n o u n ced  the  boycott  of  p a rt i c ipat ion  by 
the wo rk ing  j o u r n a l ists i n  the state owned ra d io  a n d  
te lev is ion p rogra ms .  

O n  5 th F e b ru a ry 1969 ,  a com p lete s t r i ke  a ga i nst the  steps 
t a k e n  by the gove r n m e n t  was observedby journa l i sts i n  
East Be nga l o n  the  c a l l  of  E P UJ .  O n  10th M a rc h  1969,  t h ree 
offices of  the n ews a g e n cy PP I ,  two in  Lahore and one in  
Ka ra ch i ,  were sto rmed by  the  s tudents of  Jamaat /slami's 
stud e n ts' w ing  IJT. This  a ct was repeated  aga in  the  
fo l lowing d a y  i n  Lahore .  I n  Karach i  too,  they stormed PP I  
offices a n d s taged  a s i t- i n  c h a n t i ng s log a n s  l i ke 'down with 
Soc i a l ism ' .  

O n  2 5th M a rc h  1969, G e n e ra l  Ya hya Khan  took  over  the  
power fro m F ie ld  M a rs h a l  Ay u b  K h a n .  He  i m m ed iate ly  
out la wed t h e  str ikes  and asked  the  newspa p e rs to re fra in  
fro m a ny cr i t i c i sm of the  new regi m e .  

O n  the  c a l l  o f  P F UJ ,  j o u r n a l i sts a n d  p ress wo rkers w e n t  o n  
i n d e fi n i te  st r i ke  o n  ih A p r i l  1969,  fo r t h e  acceptance  o f  
the i r  fo u r- p o i n t  d e m a nds, m a i n ly aga i nst  the  non - payment  
of  in ter im re l i e f  a n n o u nced by the  Wage  B o a rd .  Eas t  
Pak i s tan  re m a i n e d  wi thout  a s ing le  newsp a p e r  fo r n i n e  
d a ys, wh i l e  i n  West P a k ista n l ess t h a n  h a lf d o z e n  p a p e rs 
were pu b l i shed  a n d  t h a t  too o n ly i n  the  s u b u rb a n/ i nter ior  
a reas .  Da i l y  Business Recorder, Karach i ,  owned and  e d ited 
by M. A .  Zu b e r i ,  was an exce pt ion .  Despite s t r i ke by  the 
sen ior  sta ff, news ed i to r  Za m i rud  Din A h m e d ,  with the  help 
of  a c o u p l e  o f  j u n io r  men brought out the pa per .  The str ike 
e n d e d  a b rupt ly  i n  a fi a sco on 24 th Apr i l ,  when the  then  
I n fo rm a t i o n  M in iste r G e n e ra l  S h e r  A l i , s u cceeded in  h is 
atte m p t  to 'buy'  a ha n d fu l o f  j o u rn a l ists i n  some of the  
' big' and  i n f l u e n t i a l  pa pe rs. 

Co m ra d e  Gh u l a m  M o h a m med Lag h a ri l a u nched  week ly  
Baidari fro m M i rp u rkhas  i n  1 969,  wh ich  m a i n ly  focused on  
the  peasa n t  iss ues .  After  the  i m pos i t ion  of  Z ia  M a rt ia l Law 
in  1 9 7 7, So h a i l  Sang i  a n d  A l i  H a ssa n took  over the  we ek ly  
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i n  1S78 but  a ft e r  twelve issues,  a s  Sa ng i  was  a rrested 
u n d e r  Jam Sa q i  Consp i racy case o n  301h J u ly 1 9 80, t h e  
po l ice ra ided week ly  office i n  Hydera bad  a n d  two d ays 
l a t e r, the  gove r n m e n t  i ssued not i fica t i o n  of  t h e  
ca nce l l a t ion  o f  its dec la rat io n .  

T h e  t e n  d a y  count rywide  str ike i n  1970 w i l l  b e  
r e m e m be red for a n u m be r  of  reaso n s .  The m a i n  reason  o f  
c o u rse was t h e  i n t rans ige nce a n d  refusa l by  t h e  
p ro p r ietors' body (A l l  Pa k ist a n  Newspa p e rs Soc i ety-AP N S )  
to  a ccept  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  awa rd a n nou nced  b y  t h e  
Second Wage Board fo r 3 5  percent  i nt e r i m  re l i e f  a ft e r  a 
d e c a d e  long  wages freeze .  At t h a t  t i m e  t h e  Wage  B o a r d  
a n d  i ts  awa rd w a s  lega l l y  m e a nt fo r journ a l ists  a l o n e  a n d 
d i d  not  cove r other  e m p loyees of newspa p e rs a n d  news  
agenc ies and  yet  the  APNS  was not  ready  to a ccept a n d  
i m p lement  i t .  The APNS  h a d  a l so lost  i ts  pet i t ions  i n  H i g h  
C o u r t  c h a l le ng ing  t h e  a w a rd . I n  t h e i r  despe ra t ion ,  fo u rtee n 
n e wspa pers ed i to rs a n d  p ro pr ietors i ssued a j o i n t  
sta te m e n t  few d a ys before t h e  str i ke began ,  a l l eg i n g  t h a t  
str i ke w a s  i n s p i red  by "Co m m u n ists a n d  M a u l a n a  B h a s h a n i  
o f  NAP" . They asked  the  t h e n  m i l i ta ry r u l e r  G e ne r a l  Ya hya 
Khan to i ntervene a nd take  a ct i o n  aga i nst  the  P F UJ a nd i ts  
l e a d e rs u n d e r  the  M a rt i a l  Law Reg u l a t io n s .  A n o t h e r  a spect  
o f  th i s  str ike was tha t  fo r t h e  fi rst t ime  i t  p rov i d e d  a j o i n t  
p l a tfo rm of  a ct ion  to  t h e  e nt i re n ewspa p e r  worke rs 
co m m u n ity of  journa l ists, c a l l ig ra p he rs a n d  p ress  workers .  
As t h e  previous wage  b o a rd s  were fo r work ing  j o u r n a l i sts  
a l o n e, so the  PFUJ had asked gove rn m e n t  to i n c l u d e  t he 
rest of  newspaper  wo rkers i n  i t  o r  a se pa rate b o a rd s h o u l d  
b e  fo rmed fo r t h e m .  I t  was  fo r th i s  re ason ;  t h e  P F UJ fo u r  
p o i n t  str ike c h a rte r  i nc l uded  the  d e m a n d  of i n t e r i m  re l i e f  
fo r n o n -jo u r n a l ist  workers .  

O n  the  persuas ion  of P F UJ ,  the  Const i tuent  Asse m b ly of  
P a k ist a n  a d o pted a reso l u t i o n  which a s ked the  gove r n m e n t  
to  a p po int  a p ress co m m iss ion  t o  study the  cond i t ions  o f  
n a t i o n a l  p ress p a rt i cu l a r ly  t h e  work ing  cond i t ions  o n  t h e  
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l i nes  of  the Roya l P ress C o m m iss ion of B rita i n .  I n  response 
to  t h is ,  the  gove r n m e n t  a ppo inted  the  p ress co m m iss i o n  in  
1 9 54,  which fa i l ed  to cond uct a n  i n q u i ry a n d  s u b m it a 
report .  I n  1958,  the  p ress co m m iss io n was revived a nd i t  
was fo rmed u n d e r  J ust ice Tayabjee of  S i n d h  H ig h  Co u rt .  
Afte r  consu l ta t ion  wi thwo rking j o u rn a l ists, e d i to rs a n d  
owne rs, i t  s u b m itt ed i ts  re port i n  M a rc h  1959 ,  which 
reco m m e n d e d  the  fo rmat ion  of  wage board .  The f i rst  wage 
board was fo rmed in 1960 .  However i t  was o n ly in t h e  
N ewspa p e r  E m p l oyees {Cond iti o n  o f  Serv ice)  A c t  1 9 7 3 ,  
t h a t  p rov is ion w a s  m a d e  fo rthe sett ing u p  o f  the  wage 
b o a rd for a l l  newspa p e r  e m p loyees . 

Restr ict ions  on  the  p ress were withdrawn wit h i n  s ix  weeks 
a n d  o n  s'h M a y  the  p rovi nc i;:i l  gove r n m e n ts a u t h o ri zed  
d ist r ict  magistrates to  d i spose o f  the  cc.ses  reg a rd i n g  
d e c l a rat ions .  

I n  t h e  seco nd i ssue  i n  Februa ry 1 970, of  t h e  re- l a u nched  
Laila Nihor by Fa iz  A h m e d  Fa i z  and  S ibte  Hassa n, a s t ro n gly 
worded e d itor i a l  a ga i n st the fa twa aga i nst  Soci a l i s m  
a p pea red . F e w  issues l a te r, t h e  journa l  b ro ug h t  o u t  a 
spec ia l i ssue o n  the  fa twas aga ins t  t h e  e n·l ig h te n m e n t, 
iss u e d  by d i ffe re n t  re l ig ious  schools  of thought  s i nce t h e  
ea r ly  Br i t ish occ u pa t i o n  o f  the  su b-co n t i n ent,  b u t  the  
Jomoot-i-ls/omi bought  th is  i s sue  i n  b u l k  fro m t h e  n ews 
sta n d s  so i t  cou ld  not rea c h  the rea de rs .  

O n  30'h Dece mber  1 9 70, d a i ly  Pak is tan  O bse rve r 
co rrespo n d e n t  Naj i  U l l a h  a long with A .  R .  S ha m su l  G h a n i , 
the  Ed i tor  of week ly  I nt e r-wing La hore ; u n d e r  M a rt ia l Law 
R eg u l a ti o n  16-A . .  the  per iod ica l h a d  p ub l i shed  an  a rt ic le  by 
Naj i  U l l a h, c ri t ic i z i n g  the govern m e n t  pol ic ies towards E a st 
Benga l .  On  201 h Februa ry, both were sentenced by a 
m i l i ta ry court i n  Rawa l p ind i  b u t  o n  the  protest ca m pa ign 
by P F UJ both were re leased  on  1 31 11 M a rc h .  

D u ri ng  the  yea r- long  e lect ion  ca m p a ig n  a n li  •kerwa rd , t h e  
p ress i.n b'ot h  wings of  the  count ry e njoyed c o m p le te 
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freedom,  ti l l a fu l l  sca l e  c iv i l  wa r e rupted  in  Be nga l o n  26th 
M a rch 1 9 7 1 .  

I n  the  e a r ly m o rn i ng of  2 7 t h M a rch, the  fo re ign j o u r n a l i sts 
posted i n  D h a k a  were bund l ed i nto a rmy t rucks a n d  u n d e r  
h eavy a r m e d  g u a rd taken  t o  the  a i rport .  The i r  baggage a n d  
bod ies  were th orough ly  searched  t h e re fo r wr i t ten  
mater i a l  a nd photogra phs, some of  wh ich  were  
confisca ted . I n  some cases  the  p rocess wa s re peated at  
Karach i  befo re they l e ft P a k ista n .  Eye-witness a cco u nts  of  
t h e  i n d iscr i m i n a t e  a rmy o pe ra t i o n  d u ri n g  o n e  day  a nd two 
n ig h ts, and  t h e  t re a t m e n t  meted  out  to twen ty-five fo re ign  
news m e n, ve re re ported  in  the  New York Times o f  28th 
M a rch a nd by U P I  H o ng Kong on 2 9th M a rc h .  

I n  the  e a rl y  m o rn i n g  of  281h M a rc h  19 7 1, a t  the  l a u nc h  .of 
m i l i t a ry o p e ra t i o n ,  t h e  offices of  t h e  Peop le, cons ide re d  
Awa m i  Lea g u e  s u p p o rter, was d estroyed b y  bo m b i n g  b y  
t h e  Army.  W h i le a pu b l ica t ion  o f  i t 's  a nother  s u p po rt e r  
d a i ly ltafaq was s uspended  fo r t w o  m o n ths .  

Late S .G . M .  B a d rud d i n , who was Ed i tor  of  d a i ly Morning 
News, D h a k a ,  · h a rl  to h i d e  with  h i s  B e nga l i  fr ie nds  for 
m o n t h s, lost t h e  c n ly house h e  m a d e  i n  l i fe a n d  . ca m e  back  
e m pty h a n d s  t o  Pa k i stan .  B ut h i s  object iv ity a nd 
p rogress ive  o u t l o o k  rega rd ing  B a n g l a d e s h i  m ove m e n t  was 
n eve r d ic tated  by h is  p e rsona l losses .  

The fa m i ly  m em be rs of a we l l  known jo u rn a l ist, A l i  A h m e d  
K h a n ,  w h o  l a t " r  b e c a m e  the  e d i to r  of  d a i ly  Dawn , Karach i ,  
were k i l l ed  i n  B e n g a l  b u t  h e  s t i l l  s u p po rted t h e  B a ng l a d e s h  
l i berat ion  m o ve me n t .  

T h e  West Pa k is tan  p ress  l e nt i t s  fu l l  s u p po rt to t h e  a rm y  
act ion  a n d  a t  t i m e s  a ppeared  m o re a ggress ive t h a n  t h e  
reg i m e  i tse l f .  

On 4th Ap '. i l ,  d a i l y  Dawn Ka rac h i, i n  i ts  ed i tori a l  ca l le d  
Pres ident  Ya hya t h e  so ld ie r-sta tesm a n  to whom, it  sa id ,  
the  nat ion  l o o ke d  u p  'w i th  the  same co nfide nce to meet  
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t h is I n d i a n  c h a l l e nge fro m without just  as he f irmly fa ced 
the t h reat  of  d is i n tegrat ion  from with in  when Awa m i  
League's  o bd u ra cy a n d  a d a m a n t u n re a sona b l e ness left no 
ot h e r  course open . . .  ' .  D a i ly Nawa-i- Waqt, i n  i ts ed itor ia l  on 
141h Apr i l ,  invo ked the usua l  West Pa k is tan  bogies of  H i n d u  
i n f l u e n ce, a n t i - I s l a m i c  fo rces, a n d  t h e  promot ion o f  
Be nga l i  l a ngu age,  a n d  a rgued that  t h ey shou ld  a l l  be 
st ro ng ly  c u rbed . 

Nev i l l e  Ant h o ny M a sca re n has,  a Pa k ist a n i  jou rna l ist, wrote 
an a rt i c l e  c a l l e d  "Genoc ide"  in The Sunday Times of the U K  
on  1 3  J u n e  1 9 7 1 .  I t  ex posed fo r t h e  fi rst ti m e  t h e  sca le  o f  
t h e  Pa k is tan  a rmy's b ruta l ca m p a i g n  t o  s u p p ress its 
brea kaway eastern  p rov ince .  Masca re n h a s' re p o rt of  h is 
ten -day  witness of  the m a ssa c re played a c ruc i a l  p a rt in 
e n d i ng the war.  I t  h e l ped  turn world o p i n io n  aga i nst 
Pa k is tan  and e n c o u raged I n d i a  to p lay a d ec is ive ro l e .  The 
t h e n  I nd ia n  P r i m e  M i n ister  I nd i ra G a n d h i  stated that  
M a sca re n h a s' a rt i c l e  l ed  her  ' to  p re p a re t h e  ground fo r 
I nd ia ' s  a rmed  i n t e rvent ion '  i n  Pa k ista n-co nt ro l led  Benga l .  

M a sca re n h as was b o r n  i n to a G o a n  Catho l i c  fa m i l y  i n  
Be lgaun ,  a n d  ed ucated i n  Ka ra c h i .  He  a n d  h i s  w i fe Yvo n n e  
M a sca renhas  toget h e r  had  fi ve c h i l d re n .  He  d i e d  i n  1986 .  

M a sca re n h a s  was a wo rk ing  jou rn a l i st as  the  a ss ista n t  
e d i t o r  a t  The Morning News ( K a ra c h i ) .  Afte r  co l l ect ing  
i n fo r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  a t roc i t ies  com m itted i n  Bang l adesh ,  he  
re a l i zed  that  he  cou ld  not  p u b l i s h  t h e  story i n  Pa k istan a n d  
contacted H a ro l d  Evans  of  The Sunday Times. Before t h e  
p u b l i cati o n  of  h i s  report i n  1 9 7 1, he  m oved h i s  fa m i l y  to  
B ri ta i n .  The re a ft e r, h e  worked fo r 1 4  yea rs with  The 
Sunday Times . Afte rwa rd s, h e  L e c a m e  a fre e l a n c e  wr i ter .  

In  1972,  he  won G ra n a d a ' s  G e ra l d  B a r ry Awa rd ( 'What  the  
Pa pers  Say ' )  and  t h e  I n t e rnat iona l  P u b l i s h i n g  Compa r 1y 's  
S p e c i a l  Awa rd fo r re p o rt i ng  o n  t h e  h u m a n  r ights  v io la t ions  
com m itted d u r i n g  t h e Bang ladesh  l i be ra t ion  wa r.  The  
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B a nt; l a d esh i gove r n m e n t  h o n o re d  M a sca re n h a s ' s  
cont r i bu ti o n  to the  n a ti o n  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 7 1  l i b e ra ti o n  war .  

The Spec ia l M i l i t a ry Co u rt, Rawa l p i nd i ,  o n  201 h F e b rua ry 
1 9 7 1 ,  convicted A. R .  S h a m s u d  Doha ,  e d i t o r  o f  week ly  
In ter-wing, and  Syed Na j i  u l l a h , the  co l u m n ist of  the  p a p e r, 
u nd e r  secti o n  124-A of t h e  P ress a n d  P u b l ica t i o n s  
O rd i n a n ce,  re a d  with M L R N o s 2  ( A )  a n d  6 .  Arrested o n  2 0th 
Dece m be r  1970,  they were c h a rged fo r p u b l i s h i ng a n d 
wr i t ing  a n  o bject i o n a b l e  a rt ic le  i n  the  week ly.  N aj i  U l la h , 
the  corres p o n d e n t  of the  Pakis tan Observer, D h a ka ,  at t h a t  
t i m e ,  w a s  j a i l e d  fo r five yea rs r igoro u s  i m p riso n m e n t  a n d  
fi n ed  Rs .5 ,  000, wh i le  t h e  e d i t o r  w a s  sen te nced  t o  t h re e  
yea rs r igo rous  i m pr iso n m e n t  a nd fi n e d  R s . 3 5 ,  00.  O n  a 
st ro ng p rotest by P F UJ a n d  i t s  a ff i l i a ted  u n io n s, both  w e re 
re leased o n  1 3th M a rc h .  

O n  l 't M a rch 1 9 7 1, G e n e ra l  Yahya post p o n e d  the  Nati o n a l  
Asse m b ly sess i o n ,  wh ich  was sch e d u led  i n  D h a ka o n  3 rd 
M a rc h  a n d  a p p o i n te d  M a rt i a l  Law Ad m i n is t rators i n  f ive 
p rov inces .  G e n e ra l  T i kka K h a n ,  t h e  M a rt i a l  La w 
Ad m i n i st rator  o f  Zone  B ( East  Pa k ista n ) ,  i n  o n e  o f  h i s  f i rst 
o r d e rs ' p ro h i b i ted the p ress fro m p u b l i s h i n g  news, v iews  
or  p i c tu res aga i nst  the  i n tegr i ty and  sove re ignty of  
P a k ista n . '  

S h e i k h  M uj i b u r  R e h m a n, i n  a ser ies  o f  d i re ct ives  o n  2°d 
M a rch ,  to the  peop le  of va r ious  fi e l ds ,  a sked  m e d i a  
p e rsons  a nd p ress,  ra d i o  a n d TV-to ' ig n o re t h e  M a rt i a l  La w 
censors h i p  reg u la t io ns ' .  "Te l e p h o n e  co m m u n ica t ions  w i th  
p l aces o uts ide  East  Pa k ista n were sna p ped ,  o n l y  p ress  
te legra m s  were be ing a l lowed to b e  sent ' .  ( Kees i ngs  
Research,  R e p o rt -9 ,  New Yo rk,  1973 ,  p 1 0 9 )  

O n  3rd M a rch ,  the  E P UJ a sked t h e  gove r n m e n t  to wit h d raw 
a l l  restr ict i ons  on  t h e  press .  I ts  Execut ive Co u n c i l  d e c i d e d  
tha t  the  jou rna l i sts wou ld  'v io l a te  o rd e rs o f  t h e  
m a nage m e n ts o r  i n struct io n s  ( p ress  a dv ice )  if  they  c reated  
a n  i m p e d i m e n t  i n  the  way o f  o bject ive repo rt ing ' .  
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On 20t11 M a rch,  Abd u l l a h  Ma l i k, o n e  of  t h e  m e m b e rs of  t h e  
e d i tor ia l board of d a i ly Azad, La hore,  w a s  a rrested u n d e r  
ivi L R  6 a n d  1 7 .  Three d a ys i a t e r, he was sentenced  t o  o n e  
y e a r  i m pr iso n m e nt a nd fi ned  Rs . SO, 000 b y  a S u m m a ry 
M i l i ta ry Court .  

O n  22"d M a rch,  G e n e ra l  Ya hya i m posed a tot a l  ban  on  a l l  
po l i t ica l a ctivi t ies  a n d  comp lete p ress censors h i p  a nd 
t h rough M LR No .  7 7, o rd e red  tha t  'no  news, poste r, o r  
l e a f l e t  ca n be p u b l i shed  i n  t h e  press o r  put  o n  rad io  o r  TV 
without  pr ior  censo rsh ip ' .  

O n  2 6th M a rch,  the  Awa m i  League  support e r  d a i ly lttefoq, 
D h a ka was c losed d o w n  fo r two months .  

D u ri n g  the  m i l i ta ry o p e ra t ion  i n  t h e  t h e n  East P a k ist a n, t h e  
o ffices of  the  n e w l y  l a u nched  Awa m i  League  s u p porter, 
E n g l i sh  da i ly  The People was at tacked a n d  t u r n e d  i n to  a 
h e a p  of rubb le  o n  2 7th M a rch 197 1 .  

O n  30th M a rch, a l l  fo re ign  correspondents b a s e d  i n  D h a ka 
were asked to leave t h e  count ry.  They m oved to Ko l ka ta . 

O n  10th Dece m b e r  1971,  l ea d i n g  Be nga l i  j o u r n a l i s t  a nd 
wr i ter  Seraj u d d i n  H ussa i n  was a b d ucted a n d  l a t e r  k i l l e d  by 
pro- Pa k ista n Al- Bad a r  vo lu nteers .  He had bee n  P res ide n t  
of  t h e  East Pa k ist a n  U n io n  o f  J o u r n a l i sts i n  1964-65 a n d  
t h e  V ice-Pres ident  o f  t h e  Pa k ist a n  Federa l  U n i o n  o f  
J o u r n a l i sts a t  the  t i m e  of  h i s  a b d uct ion  a n d  m u rd e r .  H e  
w a s  wo rk ing with p ro-Awa m i  League  d a i l y  l ttefoq a n d  w a s  
cons ide red  a c lose conf ident  o f  Awa m i  League l e a d e rs h i p  
i n c l u d ing  S h e i k h  M uj i b .  H i s  book  'Lo o k  I nto  T h e  M i rror' i s  
d e scribed a s  a 'ge m  i n  p o l it ica l l i t e ra t u re ' .  

The fo rmer  ed i tor  o f  Pa k ista n P ress I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ( P P I )  
N i z a m u d d i n  A h m ed w a s  p icked u p  i n  f ro n t  o f  h i s  m o t h e r, 
by A l -Bad a r, on  12th Decem b e r  1971,  fro m h is res ide nce 
and was never  seen  a g a i n .  

Born  i n  M u ns h iga nj i n  1929,  N iza m ud d i n  d i d  h is m a sters i n  
Econom ics fro m D h a ka U n ivers ity i n  1959,  a ft e rw a rd h e  
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j o i n e d  P P I .  D u r i ng the  c iv i l  w a r, he used  t o  send news 
i tems on the a t roc i t ies  by the fo rces to var ious  fore ign  
news  m e d i a .  H e  had  t a k e n  New York  T i m e s  j o u r n a i i s t  
Mc Brown to a guer r i l l a  camp to co l l ect a ut h e n t ic news.  He 
was  one o f  the  few persons who prov ided  news 
i n form a t i o n  to B BC, wh ich  beca m e  i n stru m e n t a l  in  
pro paga t i n g  the Be nga l i  case wi th  the  bro a d e r  wor ld  
a ud i e n c e .  Beca use of  h i s  c l a ndest i ne  act iv i t ies, he was 
twice s u m m o n ed by M aj o r- G e n e ra l  R a o  F a r m a n  A l i ,  I n  
C h a rge C iv i l Affa i rs, M a rt ia l  Law H Q  D h a k a .  

A ft e r  Ba ng la desh  ca m e  i n t o  b e i ng, o n  20th Dece m b e r  1 9 7 1 ,  
Zu lf iq a r  A l i  B h u tto ca m e  t o  power  as  t h e  P re s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  
fi rst C ivi l i a n  M a rt i a l  Law Ad m i n istra t o r. O n  t a k i n g  powe r, 
i n ste a d  o f  d isso lv ing  the  N PT, as p rom ised d u r ing  t h e  
c a m pa i g n  f o r  t h e  resto rat io n of  d e m oc ra cy, h e  d ism issed 
Z .  A .  S u le r i ,  t he  e d i t o r  of  the  Pakistan Times and next  day 
sacked Lt-G e n .  H a b i b  U l l a h  and R a fi q  Sa igo l ,  the  N PT 
c h a i r m a n  a nd P P L  m a nag i ng d i rector  a n d  a p p o i nted h i s  
confi d a n t  Yo u n i s  Saeed  a s  the  N PT c h a i r m a n .  

l . H .  R a s h i d ,  t h e  P res id e n t  o f  P U J  a n d  C P N E  d e m a nded  t h e  
re p e a l  o f  a l l  ug ly  press l aws, m e a n w h i le the  n e w  N PT 
cha i rm a n  Yo u n i s  Saeed  prom ised to re i nstate a l l  news m e n  
sacked d u r i ng  the  co u nt ry w ide  str i ke o f  1970 a nd o n  t h e  
pers u a s i o n  of  t h e  gove rn m e n t, A P N S  a g reed t o  re i nstate  
t h e  axed j o u r n a l ists .  

A d d ress i ng  a p u b l ic m eeti ng in  K a r a c h i  on 4th J a n u a ry 
1972 ,  B h u tt o  a n nou nced tha t  ' a l l  re str icti o ns a n d  cont ro l s  
i m posed  o n  t h e  p ress had  b e e n  l i fted  a n d  t h e  press  i s  
free . . .  t h e  p ress  i s  free to say whatever  i t  wants  to s a y .  I t  i s  
free to wr i te  a n yth i ng ' .  Refe rr ing  t o  e d i tor i a l s  of  so m e  
newspa p e rs a g a i n st t h e  p ress adv ice ,  he d i rected h is 
I n fo rm a t i o n  M i n ister  Abd u l  H a feez  P i r zado ,  to 'ensure t h a t  
t h e  press funct ions  fre e ly a cco rd ing  t o  d e m ocrat i c  
conce pts' . 

O n  10th J a n u a ry 1972 ,  the  scree n i ng o f  a fi ve- m i n ute  fi l m  
o n  P a k is ta n Te lev i s ion  o f  t h e  m i l i t a ry s u rre n d e r  a t  D h a ka 
created a furor  a l l  ove r the  count ry by t h e  r ight  w i ng . Two 
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days  l a t e r, d e b u n k i n g  the cr i t ic ism on  the exh ib i t ion of the  
fi l m ,  P i rzado  sa id  tha t  the  peop le  m u st know the t ru th  a nd 
s h u n  the  'ostr ic h - i i ke'  a t t i tude . Bu t  reg a r d i ess of a l i t h ese 
t a l l  t a l ks, the fi l m  was never screened  aga in ,  reported ly o n  
the  pressure of  t h e  Armed forces .  

Soon a fter  h is ta k ing ove r as  the  C ivi l i a n  M a rtia l l aw 
Ad m i n istra tor, Bh utto v is i ted  Lahore and d u r ing  that  t o u r, 
work ing j o u rna l i st H ussa i n  N a q i  ( fo rmer  s tude n ts' l e a d e r  
a n d  fut u re h u m a n  r ights a ct iv ist )  a sked B h u tto  w h y  h e  had  
a ccep ted  to  beco m e  the  C iv i l i a n  M a rt ia l l aw Ad m i n ist rator .  
N a q i  soon had  to pay  the  pr ice by the  ca nce l la t i o n  of  the 
d e c l a ra t ion  o f  h is wee k ly Punjab Punch o n  3 rd Februa ry 
1 9 7 2 .  

O n  5 1 11 February 1972 ,  on  the  ca l l  of  P F UJ, 'De m a n d  Day' 
was  o b served throughout  the  country.  I n  meet i ngs he ld  i n  
var ious  c i t ies, repea l  of P ress a n d  P u b l icat ions  O rd i n a nce 
a n d  d i sso l u t ion  of the  N a t i o n a l  Press Trust  d e m a n d e d .  

O n  1 '1 Apr i l ,  dec la ra t ion  of two rig ht ist La h o re based 
j o u rn a ls; we ek ly  Zindagi a n d  month. ly Urdu Digest were 
c a n c e l l e d  on  the  o rd e rs o f  the  M LA, Zon e B. Two d a ys 
l a t e r, e d itors of the  period ica ls, M uj i b u r  Re h m a n  S h a m i  
a n d  A l taf  H u ssa in  Quresh i  were s u m m oned  b y  t h e  P ress 
Consu l ta t ive Co m m ittee to a n swer the c h a rges fo r 
v io l a t ion  of the  Cod e .  Both the  ed itors refused to 
recog n i ze the  so-ca l l e d  P ress Code of Eth ics a n d  d e c l i n e d  
to  a p p e a r  befo re the  Co m m i ttee .  Not  sa t isfi ed  w i t h  the  
c a n ce l l at i o n  of  the  dec l a ra t ions  of  these journa l s  u n d e r  
the  P ress a n d  P u b l i cat ions  O r d i n a nce,  proceed i ngs u n d e r  
M a rti a l  L a w  Reg u l a ti o n s 89  a n d  1 6 ( A )  aga inst  H ussa i n  
N a q i, p u b l i sher-ed ito r, a n d  M u zaffa r Qa d i r, p r i n ter  of  t h e  
Punjab Punch, M uj i b u r  R e h m a n  Sha m i , D r . Eja z  H u ssa i n  
Qu re sh i ,  pr inter-p ub l i she r  of  Zindogi a n d  p ri n t e r  of Urdu 
Digest a n d  A ltaf  H u ssa i n  Quresh i ,  ed i tor -pu b l i she r of Urdu 
Digest was in i ti a ted on 5 1h Apr i l  a n d  s a m e  even ing  a l l  of 
t h e m  were a rrested a n d  lodged i n  sepa rate  ja i l s .  The P F UJ 
a n d  C P N E  i n i t iated ca m p a ig n  for the  re lease of  j o u rn a l i sts 
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a n d  fo r the  restorat ion  of  the i r  pa pers .  Separate writ  
pet i t ions  were f i led i n  the H igh  co u rt but d u r ing t h e  
proceed i ngs, o n  1 3 t h  A p r i l  1 9 7 2 ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  ivi i i i t a ry Court 
h u r r ied ly  a n no u nced  i ts  u n sched u led  j u d g m e n t  a n d  
awarded  o n e  year  i m pr iso n m e nt a nd two h u n d re d  
t h o u s a n d  rupees  fi ne e a c h  t o  H ussa i n  N a q i  a n d  M u zaffa r 
Qa d i r .  A l taf  Quresh i  a n d  M uj i b u r  R e h m a n  S h a m i  each  got  
o n e  year i m p ri so n m e nt a n d o n e  h u n d red thousand  rupees  
fi n e .  They  were a lso d e ba rred fro m e d i t i ng o r  p u b l i s h i ng 
a ny journa l  i n  the  fu ture .  

The pro-Jamaat-lslami d a i ly Jasarat was at tacke d  by  
Peop les  Pa rty workers on  1 81h Apr i l  1972 .  At m a n y  p laces  
b u nd les of  pa pers were a l so set o n  f i re .  

Syed Sardar  Al i  S h a h ,  editor of  S i n d h i  d a i l y  Mehran, 
Hyd era bad was a rrested on 5th J u n e .  

The Fron tier Guardian, a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  week ly  p u b l i s h e d  
fro m Peshawa r, ed ited by Yusuf  Lod h i  ( a  we l l - known 
cartoon i st V a i  E l l ) ,  p roved to  be a n ig h t m a re fo r B h ut to  
gove r n m e n t  beca use of its o utspoken sta nce . Soon  a ft e r  
t h e  resig n a t i o n  of  t h e  NA P-J U I  coa l i t i on  p rovi n c i a l  
gove rnme nt,  i t  w a s  t u rn of the  Frontier Guardian to  face 
the  wra t h  of the  gove r n m e n t .  Ea r l i e r  Va i  E l l  h a d  
a n tagon ized B h u tto w i t h  the  p u b l ica t ion  of  a book let  o f  
cartoons u n d e r  t h e  t i t le ' Bh utto :  M y  M a �+er' ,  w h i c h  w a s  
i m med iate ly  ba n n ed u nd e r  the  Press a n d  P u b l i ca t ions  
Ord inance .  I ns tead  of  b a n n i ng the  journa l  o u t r ight ,  on  5th 
Februa ry 1 9 7 3 ,  the  keeper  of G u a rd i a n  P ress was served 
an order  ' not to p u b l i sh  any newspa per, j o u r n a l  or  a book  
fo r a per iod  of  two month s' . Ea r l ie r, m agaz ine 's  weekly 
n ews p r i n t  q u ota was re d u ced to 7 5  copies a wee k .  O n  9 th 
M a rch ,  e d i tor, p r i n ter  a n d  p u b l i s h e r  Vai E l l  was j a i l ed  fo r 
s ix months  a n d  f ined  two tho usa n d  ru pees fo r ' p u b l i s h i n g  
a conte m pt u o u s  a rt i c l e  aga i nst  the  C h ief  J u st ice o f  
Peshawar H i g h  Cou rt' . O n  a w r i t  p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  H igh  Court, 
he  was re leased o n  b a i l .  
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O n  t h e  c a l l  of  P F UJ, j o u r n a l ists a l l  ove r the c o u n t ry 
o bserved a 24-ho u rs s t r i ke  o n  2 1  S e pte m be r  1973 ,  to 
protest aga i ns t  the  ban on  t h ree d a i i i es i n  S i n d h  and a rrest 
of  e d i tors a n d other  press wo rke rs .  

Abd u l  G h a fo o r  M e m o n ,  e d i tor  of S i n d h i  magaz ine ,  Malir 
Digest was a rrested  on 1 4th  Aug ust 1973  u n d e r  the  D P R .  

T h e  S i n d h  gove r n m e n t  ba n ned  th ree d a i l ies Jasarat, 
Hurriyat a n d  Mehran fo r t h i rtee n days on  2 "d September  
1 9 7 3  and  a rrested Anwa r Kh? l i l , the  executi ve ed i tor  o f  
Hurriyat and  M u shtaq  Ahmed ,  t h e  m a n a ge r  of  Urdu Digest 
u n d e r  D P R  a n d  Secu rity Act. 

D a i l y  Jasarat ed i tor  Sa l a h u d d i n ,  a long with Saj jad M i r, 
corresp o n d e n t  of  Zindagi, La hore were a rrested on s'h 
Septe m b e r, fro m the 'p rotest ca m p' nea r the offices of  
Jasarat .  

D a i ly Mehran ed i tor  Syed Sa rd a r  A l i  Shah  w a s  re-a rrested 
fro m the  gates  of Hyd e ra b a d  Centra l  J a i l , a fter  h e  was  
o rd e red  to re lease by the  D istr ict M ag istrate, Hyd e r a b a d  
o n  1 01 h S e pte m be r. 

The N a t io n a l  Awa m i  Pa rty sup porter, Shahbaz, Pesh a w a r, 
suspe n d e d  i ts  p u b l i c a ti o n  o n  1 0th Septe m be r  1 9 7 3  a s  the  
Shaheen  Pr i n t i ng P ress was  c losed down on  the  o rd e rs of  
the  N W F P  government  under  t h e  Secu rity Act.  

Th ree K a ra c h i  based j o u r n a l i sts Arif Za id i ,  Sha fi A l i  a nd 
A rs h a d  A h m e d  Sha k ib  were a rrested o n  20th Septe m be r  
1 9 7 3  u nd e r  t h e  DPR .  

O n  21H  Se pte m be r  1 9 7 3 ,  the  I n fo rm a ti o n  M i n is�" r, K a u s a r  
N i a z i  a n n o u nced the  l i ft i ng of  ban  on  d a i l y  Hurriyat. 
Acco rd i ng to h im ,  t h e  gove r n m e n t  had taken the dec i s ion  
o n  ' an  a po logy' te n d e red  by the  paper's m a nage m e n t . 
About  d a i ly Jasarat, he sa i d  ' i t  is a n  a l together  d i ffe r e n t  
m a tte r .  I t  i s  a spokes m a n  of  a po l i t ica l pa rty a n d  i s  a 
h a b i t u a l  c r i m i n a l ' .  
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O n  2nd Septe m b e r, t h e  30-_d ays b<rn o n  S i
.
n d h i  d a i ly Mehran 

was withd ra wn b u t  a t  t h �  sa m e  t i m e  by an o t h e r  o rd e r, its 
press Vv'a s  a s k e d  not to p u b l i sh  any news p a p e r  or  book  fo r 
a per iod of 30  d a ys.  La te r, o n  2 2 nd Octo ber, · t h e  S i n d h  
gove r n m e n t  c a n c e l l e d  i t s  dec l a·ra t ion  w h i l e  its e d it o r  w a s  
s t i l l  i n  j a i l .  · 

O n  41h J a n u a ry 1 9 74, the S i n d h  gove r n m e n t  rm posed a two
month ba n_ on The Star, a K a rach i  e_ve n i n g- p a pe r, e d i ted  by 
G h u la m  N a b i M a ns u ri, u n d e r  t h e  P ress a n d  P u b l i ca t ions  
Ord ina nce .  

I n  M a y-Ju n e  1974,  1 6  news m e n  of d a i l y  Musawat, La ho re,  
(owned by Bh utto fa m i ly · a r! d o t h e r  Peop les'  Pa rty l e a d e rs, 
with Begum !:J usrat  B h u tto as cha i r"�e rson  of t h e  Boarn o f  
D i recto rs of Musawat 1 T D . )  0W€ re v ic t im ized u n d e r  t h e  
Ch ief  . M i n is ters h i p  of  a n  i nt e l lec tua l a n d  a rt i s t  H a n i f  
Ramay .  The P F UJ · took  u p  t h e i r  case' a n d  a ft e r  p ro lor;iged 
negot i a t ions, wh ich  fa i l e d  t o  so lve  t h e  i ssue;  a count ry -

, . 

wide move m e n t  was sta rted . l n · a l l ,  145 newsmen  �o urted 
a rrest ,  inc lud ing  t h e  l e a d e rs h i p  of  PFUJ  a n d  ca l l ig ra p h e rs' 
u n i o n .  The Musawat Workers U n ion  h a d  s u b m itted a 
cha rte r  of  d e m a n d  to t h e  ·a d m i n i stra t i o n  a nd h a d  gotte n 
sym pathy nod fro m its ed i tor  Safd a r  M i r  b ut soon he �a s  
fotced t o  le ave t h e  p a per .  I n. c o m i n g  d a ys nove l i s t  Sh.o u k a t  
S i c;l d i q u i, w h o  t o o k  o v � r  c h a rge  a s  Admin i s t ra tor-c u m  C h i e f  
Ed i tor  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a work ing j o u r n a l i s t  Abbas  �tha r, 
d ism issed e le\l_e n  workers ,  

O n  81 11 Dece m be r  1975 , P F U J  d i rected t h e  p re�s wo rke rs t o  
observe . a · two - � o u r  t o k e n  st r ike to p rotest  aga i nst  t h e  
p ress cu rbs .  

O n  14 1 11 M a rch 1 9 77, d a i ly Sadoqat, K a ra ch i, e d i ted by 
Bas h i r  Ra n a , ·was , ba n n e d  fo r two �o n t h s

. 
fo r s u p po rt i ng 

the  o p posi t i o n  P a kis ta n N a ti o n a l  A l l i a nce  ( P NA)  o n  t h e  
o r d e rs of t h e  S i n d h  gove r n m e n t .  F ive d a ys l a t e r, t h e  Ch ie f  
M i n i s ter  S i n d h  w i thd rew· t h i s  o rd e r. 
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On 3'd Apr i l  1977 ,  press workers a nd journa l ists of  Ka rach i  
observed a three-hour  token s t r i ke  a n d  took  out  a 
p rocess ion  fo r. the  acce ptance of t h e i r  seven -po in t  charter  
of  d e m a n d  . 

. O n  5th J u ly 19
.
77,  the  Pa kista n Army u n d e r  G e n e ra l  Z ia  

overt h re w  the  e le cted gove r n m e n t  of  Bh utto and i m posed 
M a rt i a l  Law in  the  count ry.  I n  h is a d d ress to newsp a p e r  
ed i tors o n  1 1t h  J u ly, G e ne ra l  Z i a  sa id  ' h e  expecteq t h e  
nat io n a l  p ress w i l l  cooperate with hi m ' .  

O n  l-3 1 h  J u ly, the P F UJ a n d A P N E C  C h a i rm a n, M i n haj B u r n a  
iss u e d  a long · sta teme n t, d e m a n d i ng the  re pea l  of  t h e  
P ress a n d  P u b l ica t ionsOrd i na n ce ,  re i nstat i ng  the  p ress  
wo r

.
k e rs .  

O n  20th J u ly,  B a d a rudd in ,  t h e  ed i tor  d a i ly Musawat, La h o re 
was a rrested,  a cco rd ing  to a n  offi c ia l  ha ndout  h e  ·a n d  i:he  
e d it o r  of  d a i ly N awa- i-Wa q t  we re s u m m oned to the  
M a rt i a l  Law H e a d q u a rte rs fo r vio l a t i ng  the  a dvice a nd 
fra m ework i ssued by the  Mart ia l  Law Ad m i n is t ra tor, wh ich  
was o b l iged  by t h e  Nawa- i-Wa q t  e d ito r  b u t B a d a rudd in  
fa i l e d  to d o  so .  

O n  5th Aug ust, M a h m ood Sham,  ed i tor0 of wee k ly Mayor, 
Karach i  was a rrested fo r p u b l i sh ing  a confide nt ia l d i rect ive 
iss u e d  by the M i n istry of I n ter ior  to the State £ a n k  
i m pos ing  b a n  o n  c e rta i n  persons leav ing  the  co u n t ry .  

O n  3'd  Septe m b e r, P.FUJ  Pres ident  M i n h aj B u r n a  was 
term i nated  from service for writ i n g  a n  a rt ic le ,  d e m a n d i ng 
the  u n d o i n g  of t h e  Nat iona l  P ress Trust .  Th is  a rt i c le  was 
p u b l i shed  i n  a Ka rach i  based U rd u  weekly Al- Fa t e h .  

P u b l i ca t i o n  of  two Karach i  d a i l ies, Musawat a n d  Hila/-i
Pakis tan was suspended  on 2 2 "d O�tober,· fo l l owing the  
ta ke- ove r of  the  Peo p les' Foundat ion  by  the  a uthor i t ies .  
Accord i n g  to 

. 
wee kly Viewpo i n t  ( 301 h Octo b e r  1977)  

' a l thoug h  i t  has  been stated  by the  new m a nage m e nt of  
the  P e o p les' Foundat ion  that  the  suspens ion  of  the  
pr int ing  of  n ews p a pe rs is not  i nf l uenced by po l i t i ca l  
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cons id e rat ions, and they had  m e re ly  been a sked to pay u p  
t h e  h uge a rrea rs d ues befo re t hey cou ld  expect the  
Foun dat ion 's  p ress  to cont inue p rint ing  them,  th i s  
exp la nat ion is  not  o rigi n a l  a n d  has  m a ny p recedents i n  the  
h istory of our  p ress . S i n ce n o  other  press h a s  been  fo u n d  
b y  t h e  j o u r n a l ists, they re m a i n  suspended a n d  over  300 
jou rna l ists fa ced sudden u n e m ploy m e nt' .  

As ea rly a s  i n  October  s a m e  yea r on the  P FUJ i n it iative, a 
Karachi Workers Coordination Commit tee ( KWCC) 
c o m p rised lead ing  trade union o rga n izat ions  of  S i n d h  w a s  
fo rme d .  Later  the  com m ittee was expanded a s  t h e  
Pakistan Mazdoor Rabito Committee a t . a re p re se ntative 
meeting he ld  i n  Lahore in  J a n u a ry 1978, fo l lowing the 
po l ice f ir ing on str ik ing workers of  Co lony Text i le  M i l l s  
M u lta n .  

O n  81h Nove m b e r, a D e m a nd d a y  was observed o n  t h e  j o i n t  
a pp e a l  of P FUJ a n d  A P N EC, wh i le i n  t h e  t h ree-day meet ing  
of  the  Execu tive Counc i l  of PFUJ ,  he ld  i n  K a rach i  re m ova l 
of restrictions  i n  the  p u b l icat ion  of  d a i l y  Musawat a n d  
suspens ion  o f  d a i l y  Hilal-i-Pakistan a n d  weekly Nusrat wa s 
conde m ned .  The meet ing  decided to l a u nc h  h u nger  str ike 
fo r the rev iva l of news p a per  p u b l icat i o n .  

O n  4th Decem b e r, P F U J  a n d  A P N E C  sta rted a p rotest 
ca m pa ig n  fro m the K a ra c h i  P ress C l u b .  On the  f i rst  d a y, 
e leven journa l ists a n d  p ress wo rke rs u n d e r  the  l eaders h i p  
of  M i n haj B u r n a  s a t  fo r h u nger  str ike.  Two fe m a l e  
journ a l ists had  a lso jo i ned th is 48-ho u r  h u nger  str ike . The 
K a rach i  po l ice  a rrested 2 1  journa l ists fro m Kara c h i  P ress  
C l u b .  Later, the  gove r n m e n t  a l lowed d a i ly Musawat to 
cha nge its pr int ing  press .  

O n  101h J a n ua ry 1978,  d a i ly Hayat, La hore was  asked to 
s u b m it secu rity bond, as the dai ly had  p u b l is h ed a 
statement  of  Beg u m  N us ra t  B h utt o of P P P .  Late r, o n  1 3th 
M a rch ,  the  P u nj a b gove rn ment  cance l led  the  dec la rat ion  
of  the  newspa pers .  F o r  sa m e  reason,  the  d a i ly Musawat 
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L a h o re,  was a lso asked to submi t  a security bond  of one 
t h o u sa nd r u pees ,  wh i le  i ts  Ed i tor, S :  G .  M.  Ba d da ru d d i n  
a n d  OSD Za h e e r  Kashr.ni r i  were a rrest e d  a n d  o n  1 51 h  M a rch,  
both a long wi th  newspaper pr inter  M i r  J a m i l u r  Re h m a n  
were se ntenced  for o n e  yea r  i m p r iso

.
n m e n t .  O n  2 2nd 

M a rch,  the  P u nj a b  gove rnment  suspended  the  p u b l icat ion 
of  d a i ly Musawat La h o re a.nd Fa isa labad a nd sea led  the 
pr int ing presses .  

O n  2 1'1
.
J a n u a ry, Kes i.d e n t  Ed i tor, a S u b- E d itor a n d  a Type 

G ra p htec of d a i l y  Sun Lahore,  were sentenced  fo r o n e  year  
i m p ri so n m e nt a nd ten  · 1 ashes ea ch,  for  p u b l i s h i ng 
d e roga tory re m a rks a bo u t  Ch ief M a rt i a l  Law Ad m i n istra tor  
(CM LA) G e n e r a l  Z i a .  Very next  day, he pardoned  the i r  
sentence .  

O n  repor t i ng  a bo u t  t h e  law e n fo rc ing  age n cies' opera t i o n  
aga i nst  the  workers of  C o l o n y  Text i l e  M i l ls M u l tan  i n  t h e  
l a st week of  Dece m b e r  1977, the  d ec la rati on of  U rd u  
week ly  Al-Fatah u n d e r  the  ed i torsh ip o f  Arshad Rao,  was 
cance l l ed  in Apr i l  1978. The ban was cha l le nged i n  the  
S i n d h  H ig h  Court ,  wh ich  eve nt u a l ly i n  February 1980 gave 
a verd ict  i n  favo r o f  t h e  maeaz i ne .  D u r i ng t h a t  per iod ,  Rao 

� .  

sta rted no fe wer  t h a n  e leven d iffe re n t  wee k l ies  u n de r  
d i ffe rent  n a m es .  A l l  w e r e  b a n ned ,  one  afte r a n other .  
These  p e riod i ca l s  were : Riyasat, Rahi, /nqalab, Parbhat, 
Zulfiqar, Faryad, Shabnam, Mustaqbil, Loh-o-Qalam, A waz 
a n d  Al-Barq. 

I n  t h i:  fi rst q u a rt e r  of 1978,  Bash i r  A h m e d  Rana ,  ed i tor  of 
d a i ly Sadaqot, was sente nced u n d e r  M LR 13 fo r cr iti c i z i ng  
t h e  ce ntra l b udget ,  u nd e r  the  h e a d l i n e  'General Shahi ka 
budget: Andhe ki lathi' ( the  budget  by G e ne ra l ' s  c l i q u e :  
st ick  i n  the  h a n d s  of  b l in d )  . He  was  a rrested fro m h is 
office wi thout  a ny a rrest wa rra n ts .  

In M a rch 1978, through  an executi ve o rd e r  i ss u ed by the 
Home Depa rtm e nt ,  Govern m e nt of  S i n d h ,  the d ec l a rat ion  
o f  Urdu  Wee k ly Al-Fatah was ca nce l led, beca use i t  
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p u b l ished a news i tem rega rd i ng ruth l e ss a nd 
i n d isc r im ina te po l ice.  fi r i ng i n  t h e  Co lony Text i le M i l l s, 
iv'i u lta n ,  ca us ing d e a t h  of  sco res of  wo rkers . 

I n  M a rch 1978,  the  La h o re e d i ti o n  of  d a i ly Musawat was 
c losed down u rid e r  the  P ress  a n d  P u b l icat io n s  O rd i n a nce,  
1 9 6 3 .  Ove r a l l . e leven p a p e rs werl� b a n n e d  a n d  t h i rt e e n  
o t h e rs fi ned i n  those d ays .  Th i s  spa rked  off a l ong  strugg l e  
b y  

O n  1 1th Apr i l ,  Abbass Atha r, t h e  Res iden t  E d i t o r, d a i ly 
Musawat La h o re a n d  S h e i k_h M a n z o o r  H ussa i n ,  tJi e  E d i t o r  
d a i ly  Paigham S a rgo d h a  w e re a rrested for p u b l i s h ing t h e  
rev iew a p p e a l, subm itted i n  t h e  S u p r e m e  Court o f  P a k ist a n  
by fo rmer  P M  B h utto,  aga i nst  t h e  d e a t h  se n te nce b y  
Lahore H igh Court .  

PFUJ a n d  A P N E C  l ead ersh i p  h o l d  t a l ks w i th  t h e  go\(e r n m e n t  
o n  t h e  suspens ion  of  d a i l y  Musawat a n d  o t h e r  news p a p e rs 
a n d  fo r the  re lea·s� of  a rre'Ste d  jou r·n a l i sts but  o n  t h e  
fa i l u re of  ta1ks  the  J o i n t  · co m mittee bf  P F U J  a n d  A P N E C  
dec ided  to  l a u n c h  a protest  m ove m e n t  f o r  t h e  rest.orat ion  
o f  d a i ly Musawat fro m 1 3th  Apr i l  i n La h o re . Same d a y  t h e  
P u nja b  gover

.n m ent . e x p e l l e d  M i n h aj B u
.
r n a  fro m t h e  

p rovince fo r s it  m o n t h s, a fte r a rrest i n g  h i m  fro �ziz 
S i d d i q u i 's ho use a nd restr icted everyo n e  fro m e n t e r i ng' t h e  
d a i l y  Musawat o ffl  ces .  T h e  a u_th o r i ti e s  a rrested 2 2  o t h e r. 
j o u rn a l ists a nd 14 of  t h e m  were produced  befo re a' 
S u m m a ry m i l i ta ry Co u rt a n d  were sente nced :o n 7th M ay .  

P F UJ s tar ted  its protest o n  3 0th Ap �i l .  O ri t h e  ca l l  o f  t h e i r  
re presentat ive body, t h e  j o u r n a l i sts a n d  news p a p e r  
worke rs fro m d i ffe rent  pa rts of  t h e  c o u n t ry h a d  gathered 
i n  La hore .  They. ca m e  in gro u ps of  fo u r  a n d  f ive a t  the 
sea led  Musawat office to  b e g i n  ind ef in i te  h u nger  str i� ; t o  
b e  p ro m p t,ly p icked u p  by the . po l i ce .  I n i t i a l ly, t he 
jou rna l i sts were let  o ff soon  a ft e r  the i r  a rrest  a n d fo ��. i b l y  

· boarded o n  p la n e s. f o  t a ke t h e m  to  t h e i r  h o metowns.  B u t  
wh'e n t h e re a p pea red no  e n d  to  t h e i r  agita t ion ,  t h e  
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a utho r it ies beca m e  severe in the i r att itude a nd the 
a r rested m ed ia  workers were p roduced before the  m i l ita ry 
courts · a n d  sente nced · to va r ious  terms of r igorous  
i m p riso n m e nt a nd heavy f ines .  

O n  1 3th May 1978,  the  fo l lowing p ress note was issued by 
the Mart i a l  Law Ad min istrator, Zone A ( Pu nj a b) 
Headq ua rte rs, 'va r ious  s u m m a ry 'm i l ita ry cou rts i n  La h o re 
today sentenced e leven journa l ists, p ress workers to 
va r ious terms  o f  i m priso nme nts a n d  re lea sed f ive 
news m e n  a nd p re ss workers after  g iv ing  them warn i ngs .  
They we re tr ied under M LRs · s  a n d  33 fo r o rga n iz i ng 
meet ings a t  o p e n  p u b l i c  p la ces, ra is ing s loga ns, d isp lay ing 
b a n n e rs a n d  sta rt ing h unge r str ike' . F o u r  of t h e m  N a s i r  
Za id i, I qba l J a fri ,  K hawar  N a e e m  H a s h m i  and  Masud u l l a h  
K h a n  · we re o rd e red t o  be flogged b y  t h e  Court .  The 
sentence o f  lashes was e xecuted with i n  70 m i n utes aft e r  
the judgme nt, t o  t h ree  journa l ists i n  K o t  La khpat  J a i l  
Lahore .  M a su d u l l a h  K h a n ,  w h o  w a s  fifty yea rs o ld a n d  was  
l i m p ing  d u e  to a knee a i l me nt, was  let  o ff. By  a n nounc ing  
the pun i shment  o f  floggi ng, the gove r n ment m ight  have  
bel ieved that  i t  w i l l  d iscourage t h e  jou·rna l i sts  to  
p a rt ic ipate i n  the  movement .On the contra ry it .p rov ided a 
new spark  to t h e  whole com m u nity a n d  a n u m ber  o f  sen io r  
newsmen fro m a l l  ove r the co untry expressed the i r  des ire 
to court a rrest .  l n t h ree m o nths o f  th is  m ove ment, over 
150 journa l i sts were a rrested. th is  a ct o f  th�  m i l i t a ry 
government  wa s condem ned a l l  over  the  world a n d  the  
j o u rn a l ists covering the U N ,  threatened to  boycott the  
v is iti ng  Fore ign  Secreta ry Agha  Shah i .  On  151h M ay, o n  the  
ca l l  o f  P F UJ a nd APNEC journ a l ists o bserved two-ti o u r  
str ike to conde m n  t h i s  b a rba r ic act .  

The P rogre ss ive Pa pers L im ited ( P PL)  La h o re 
a d m i n istra t ion  term ina  ed P FUJ P res ident  M i n haj B u rna  
fro m services.  

Mea nwhi le,  the govern m ent had  been a b le to 'persuade' a 
sect ion of j o u r n a lists  a nd newspa p e r  e m p loyees to ca l l  off 
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the  agita t i o n .Those who accepted the  'te rms' were free d  
o n  1 3 th J u ly .  However, t h e  cent ra l  ac t ion  co m m ittee  of  the  
P F UJ a n d A P r-..J E C ,  rejected the  terms  of  a g re e m e nt ,  a nd 
a n nou nced, ' the so-ca l l ed accord reached betwee n  the  
gove rnment  a nd the i r  own h a n d - p icked negot i a t i o n  team 
a m o u nted to  a comp lete  se l l -out  of  u n ive rsa l ly accepted  
p r i nc i p a l  of press free d o m  by . t h e  se l f-sty led negot ia t i o n  
tea m ' .  

O n  291h May· 1 9 7 8 ,  a ft e r  a n  agre e m e n t  betwe e n  the  
gove rnment  a n d  few re p rese nta t ives o f  P u nj a b  U n i o n  of  
J o u rn a l ists, the  restr ict i o n s  o n  t h e  p u b l ica t ion  of  d a i l y  
Musawat l i fte d .  The fa ct ion  of  P FUJ and  A P N EC h a d  
a ss u re d  the  govern m e n t  t h a t  d a i ly Musawat w i l l  b e h ave  
u nd e r  t h e  recogn ized med ia  p ri n c i p les .  

O n  3 0th May, gove r n m e n t  re l ease d  D a i ly Musawat E d i t o r  S .  
G .  M .  Badarudd in ,  se n i o r  j o u rn a l i st Za h e e r  Ka s h m i ri a n d  
M uzafa r  H ussa in ,  t h e  E d i t o r  d a i ly Paigham S a rgod h a .  T h e  
spo kesperso n of t h e  P F UJ a nd A P N E C  rejected t h e  
agre e m e nt betwe e n  t h e  gove r n m e nt a n d  so c a l l ed  
re prese n ta t ives of  journa l i st co m m u n ity and  c a l l e d  i t  a 
se l l i ng o f  t h e  sacri fi ces  o f  1 5 0  j o u r n a l i st s .  

O n  :znd J u ne,  the S i n d h  gove r n m e n t  i m posed ban  on  
speeches  and  iss ua nce of  a ny state m e n t  on  P F UJ P res ident  
M i n h aj B u rna,  under  t h e  M a i nt e n a nce  o f  P u b l i c  O rd i n a nce 
1960 .  La te r, o n  5th J u ne ,  h e  was a rrested and re leased o n  
ba i l  u n d e r  a road acc id e n t  c h a rges .  

O n  61h J u n e  1978, da i ly  SadaqatKarach i ,  p u b l i shed  a c r i t ica l 
ed ito ria l o n  fed e ra l  b udget ,  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i ng 'General 
Sahib Ka Budget Andhe Ki Lathi' ( G e n e ra l' s  B u dget ,  a C a n e  
o f  a B l i n d ) .  I t  w a s  wr i tt e n  b y  a l eft ist  i nt e l l e c t u a l  
M o h a m m e d  M i a n .  T h e  S i h d h  gove r n m e n t  a rrested B a s h i r  
R a n a ,  the  Ed itor  of  d a i l y  Sadaqat o n  4t h J u ly a nd offe red 
h i m  re lease �n the c o n d i t i o n  of  a wr i t ten  a po logy.  H e  
rejected gove �n m e n t  offe r so a S u m m a ry M i l i ta ry C o u rt 
sentenced  h i m  of i m p ri so n m e n t  a n d  fi n e .  
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O n  1 5 1h J u ne,  ·PFUJ  Pres i d e n t  .M i n h aj
0 

Bu rna,  a pprec ia ted  
Ra na 's  s t a n ce and  e n do rsed h is  p l e a  o f  a t ra i l i n  an  open  
co urt . Rana  wa s sh ifted to S u k k u r  Cent ra i  J a i i , where he 
went o n  h u ng e r  str ike o n  io1 11 Septem b e r  i n  p rotest aga i nst  
the m isc:ond uct by the  a ut h o ri ti e s .  Ori 1 51h  Septe m be r, 
P F UJ a n d  A P  N EC a p p e a l e d  R a n a  to· b re.a k h is h u nger  str ik� . 

Afte r t h e  Musowot moveme nt,  t h e  N PT a d m (n isVa t ion  h a d  
term ina t:�d  24  .jo u rn a l ists a nd workers fro m t h e i r  se rvices, 
so fo r t h e i r. re stora t ion·, l i ft i ng ba n of d a i ly  Musowot · 
Ka ra c h i  a n d  cance l l a t ion  o f  fl lr  b l a c k  l aws the  P F UJ-A P N EC 
act ion  co m m ittee 'dec iaed  ro l a u nch a fresh· move m e nt 
fro m Ka.ra c h i, wh ich rece ived s u p po rt

. 
of  m a ny peasa n ts' 

a nd l a bor o rga n isa t ion:  I n  t h e  mea nt i m e, the gove r n m e n t  
i ssued wa rra n ts o f  a rrest  fo r f g  l e.a d e rs of t h e  move m e nt ,  
i nc l u d i n g  a l·a d y  j o u r n a l ist ,. La l a  Rukh . H ussa in ,  who wa s  
a rrested i n  t h e  e a rly  h o u rs of 141h Aug ust, with h e r  b a by 
a n d  was  lodged i n  Ka ra ch i

. 
C e n t ra l h i ! .  She  was re leased  

two weeks l a te r. D u r in g' th i s  phase  of move m e n t, a bo u t  
200 jo u r n a l i sts . a n d  p res!; worker� a lo n g  with t h e i r  
sup p o rt e rs w� re · a r(ested � · O n  1 7th Septe m b e r., P F UJ 
Pres ident  N isar Usma n i  was  ca l le d  fo r negot iat ions  by the 
Secreta ry o f  I nfo rmation ,  Lt.' G e n e r a l  M uj i b u r  Re h m a n .  O n  
1 9th Oct o b e r, PFUJ secreta ry G e ne r a l  N i sa r  Usm a n i  a nd 
A P N EC Secreta ry . G e n e ra l  H a fe e z  Rag ib ,  i n  a j o i n t  
state m e n t  a n nou nced · t h a t  o n  t h a t  a ppea l  b y  PNA a nd 
o t h e r  po l i t i ca l pa rt ies' l e a d e rsh i p  a nd t a l ks with the  offi c ia l  
dec i s ion  to  e·n d  the  p rotest movement  had been ta k e n .  
They a p pe a l e d  deta i n e� j o u rn a l i s_ts t o  e n �. the i r  h u ng e r  
str ik e .  With  t h is a n n o u n c e m e n t  a l l  a rrested pe rso ns were 
re leased  fro m the d iffe ren t  p r i sons .  

O n  1 7th October  1 9 78,  a l l  ed iti o n·s of  d a i ly · Musowat, d a i l y  
Hilo/-i-PakistanKarach i ,  d a i ly Amn Ka ra c h i, d a i ly  Sodoqot 
Ka rach i, d a i l y  Ai/on K a ra c h i, d a i ly Nijot _S u k h u r, we ek ly  
Nusrot Ka r a c h i  a n d  we e k ly Zulfiqor K a ra c h i  were p l a ced  
under  c e n sorsh ip ,  wh ich  cont i n u e d  for seven m o nths  a n d  
n i ne d a ys .  A writ  pet i t ion  c h a l l e ng ing  the  censorsh ip  
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ord.e rs was fi led  by S G M B u d r u d d i n ,  the  e d it o r  of  the 
da i ly  i n  the  Laho're H igh  Co u rt .  D u r i n g  the p roceed ings  
iv1 a rt i a i  Law a u t h or i t ies  l i fte d  the  censors h i p .  Musowot's 
o rd e a l  had . begu n with the i m pos i t ion  of  the Zia m a rt i a l  
l aw.  

W h i le,  t h e  week ly  Viewpoin t, ed i te9 by M az h a r  A l i  K h a n ,  
w a s  p laced u n d e r  p re-ce nsorsh i p  o n  9th Dece m be r  1978,  
u nd e r  the  M a i n t e n a nce of  P u b l ic Order  O r d i n a nce,  1960 .  
U nd e r  t h e  rel eva nt  C la use of t h e  l a w, a p re-censo r s � i p  
o rd.e r la psed a utomat i ca l l y  a fter  two m o n t h s, so a no t h e r  
identi ca l  o r d e r  '{I/ a s  i s s u e d  o n·.8t h Fe b r u a ry 1 9 7 9 .  

O rr 3'd De.c1:n:i b e r  1 9 7 8 ,  M a z h a· r  A l i  K h a n ,  t h e  Ed i to r  o f  
wee k ly Viewpoin t La h o re a n d  Pa k ist a n  P ress I nt e rna t io n a l  
b u rea'U ch ief  H ussa i n  N a q i  were a rrested u n.d e r  t h e  O ffi c i a l 
Secret ..;i:ct .  N a q i  was shifted to the  notor ious  t o rt u re ca m p . 
of  _the La hore Fo rt, w h o  had  writte n a n  a rt i c l e  i n  t h e  
week ly, on  t�e bases  o f  a c i rc u l a r  s e n t  b y  C h ie f  M a rt i a l  La w 
A d m i n i st rat o r  Secreta ri a t · to  a l l  p rov ince�  a nd d is t rict  
offi c i a l s  to  m o n it o r  the  act iv i t ies  of  left ist  wor.ke rs a n d  
c rea te h u rd l es" i n  a l l i a nces  a m ong stud e nts ,  j o u r n a l i sts  a n d  
wq rke rs' o rgan i za t io ns .  Acco rd i ng t o  N C! q i ,  h e  h a d  rece ived 
that  c i r cu l a r  by the. posta l  . serv ice,  a d d ressed to  h is  n a m e .  
A l though,  Sa rd a r  M a z h a r  was re leased o n  b a i l  b u t  N a q i  h a d  
to  spend  s i x  months  i n  c u stody a nd w a s  re l e a s.ed o n  b a i l .  
O ffi c i a l secrets a c t  case aga i nst  h-im w a s  w i thd r.ew t e n  
ye a rs l�'ter  i n  1988, u nd e r  B e n a z i r  B h u tt o  gove rn m e n t .  

I n  h i s a d d ress to nat io n o n  17th October  1.979 ,  t h e  C M LA 
G e ne ra l  Z ia ,  wh i l e  a n n o u nc ing  po stpo'n e m e n t  o f  t h e  
ge n e r a l  e l ect ions . fo r t h e  seco n d  t i m e, s a i d  i n  h i s  
broadcasted a d d ress ; ' those ne

.
wsp a p e rs a n d  p e riod ica l s  

i n d u lg i ng i n  a n t i -state a ct iv i t ies  i n  t h e  g a r b  o f  j o u r n a l i s m  
a nd poiso n i ng t h e  m i nds  of  the p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  b a n ned,  
a nd censors h i p  i m posed fo r re m a i n i ng newspapers  a n d  
m e d i a . '  
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Hard ly  th ree wee ks after  the i m pos i t ion  of the p re
censorsh ip ,  o n  1 2 t h Nove m b e r, 1 9 79 ,  Sa l amat  A l i , a 
corres p o n d e n t  of the Hong  Kong based week ly, Far Eastern 
Econ omic Review, was a rrested fo r wr i t ing  an a rt ic le  u n d e r  
the  c a p t i o n ,  ' Ba loch ista n ;  a n  u pheava l i s  foreca st . '  He was 
tr ied on 2 7t h Nove m be r, by a s u m mery m i l i ta ry court u n d e r  
M a rti a l  L a w  reg u l a tions  4, 1 3  a n d  15 fo r p u b l i sh ing  
l i tera t u re l i ke ly  to c reate ha t red and d i sorder  a m ong the 
peop le  a n d  p rovi nces of  Pa k ista n ,  crea t ing  ha t red a nd 
d isaffec t ion  a g a i nst  M a rt i a l  Law a u t h o ri t ies ,  p rovok ing  t h e  
d isme m b e rm e n t  of  Pak ista n ,  a n d  possess ion of  l i terature 
ca lcu la ted  to promote p rovi nc ia l  h a t red . '  

A se rvi ng Art i l l e ry Major  acted a s  both  p rosecuto r a nd 
j udge a n d  o n  2 91h November, he  was fo u n d  g u i l ty a nd was 
sentenced to one yea r rigo rous i m p riso n m e n t .  Aft e r  
i n terna t i o n a l  p rotest o n  h i s  t ri a l  a n d  sentence,  he was 
released on 'co mpass ionate g ro u n ds' fo u r  months  l a te r .  
Some t i m e  l a te r, Sa l amat  A l i  l e ft the  co unt ry a n d  on ly  
v is i ted i t ,  ten  years l a ter, d u r i ng the  short- l ived e ra of  
Benaz i r  B h u tto  govern ment .  

Wh i le ,  a l l  o ther  newspapers were s u bjected to p re
censors h i p ,  the ed i tor  a n d  pr inter  of  d a i ly Musa.wot, fi l ed  a 
writ  peti ti o n  i n  La hore H igh Co u rt a nd o n  1 21h Dece m be r  
1979, J usti c e  D i l awar  M a hmood d ec la red the  gove r n m e n t  
o r d e r  u n l a wfu l .  T h e  staff sta rted work i n g  o n  t h e  s a m e  d a y.  
Howeve r, the same eve n i ng ,  the p a p e r  was served with a n  
o r d e r  c los ing  i t  down u n d e r  M a rti a l  Law Regu lati o n  no .  49 . 

I n  Dece m be r  1979,  the ce nsor  s ta ff ce nsored t h e  
p ro ce e d i n g  of  La hore H igh Court a bo u t  hea r ing of  wr i t  
pet i t ion  by  A i r  M a rt i a l  ( Rtd , )  Asgha r Khan ,  . so he f i led a 
conte m pt o f  c o u rt a p p l icat io n .  O n  t h a t  the  Ch ief  J ust ice 
asked the  Advocate Gene ra l P u nj a b o n  19th Dece m b e r  'to 
take inst ruct ions  fro m the  gove r n m e n t  a n d  fu rn ish  t h e  
court w i th  a n  assura nce that  p ress reports of t h e  
p roceed i ngs o f  the  H igh  Court sha l l  not  be  censore d ' .  
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On 18th Dece m b e r  1 9 79, whi le b l a nket p re-censorsh ip  was 
s t i l l  in existence, the  C M LA- P resi d e n t  was ' p leased' to 
p ro m u lg a te an o r d i n a nce 'to g ive p rotecti o n  to  the c i t izens 
aga i nst  p u b l icat ion  of d efa matory matte r .' The o r d i n a n ce 
a m e nded  Secti o ns 499  a nd 500 of the  P PC, ( Act X LV o f  
1860)  a nd the Seco n d  Sched u le  of  the C ri m i n a l  P roced u re 
Code, 1 898 .  

I n  J a n u a ry 1 980, the  P u nj a b E d u cati o n  D e p a rt m e nt ca m e  
with a p ro h i b it i ng o rd e r t o  a l l  its w rite rs a n d  rese a rc h e rs 
fro m contr ibut ing a rt i c les  to newspa p e rs a n d  j o u r n a l s  o r  
p a rt ic ipat ing i n  s e m i n a rs a n d  confe re nces w i thout  p ri o r  
p e rm iss ion  fro m the conce rned a u t h o ri t ies .  

On 7th M a rch 1 980, ta l k i n g  to j o u r n a l i sts a t  La h o re a i rport 
G e n e ra l  Z ia  a dvised p e o p l e  th at t h ey 's h o u l d  not  re l y  o n  
B B C  re ports a b o u t  the ha p p e n ings i n  Pa k ista n .' Late i n  t h e  
e ve n i n g  the Pa k ist a n  I nfo rmat ion  De p a rt m e nt offi c i a l s  
r ang  u p  n ewsrooms  a l l  ove r the  c o u n t ry, a s k i n g  th e m  to  
d e lete  the 'BBC  refere nce ' . 

There was no  shortage of p ro -Z ia  e l e m e n ts wit h i n  the  
m ed ia,  i n  s p ite of  a l l  these  s u p p ress io n s .  At  the  a n n u a l  
C P N E  d in ne r  i n  J u l y  1 980, i t 's  t h e  t h e n  P res ident  a n d  e d itor  
o f  d a i ly  Pakistan Times, Z .  A.  S u ler i, an  a po log ist  of  Ayu b, 
Ya hya a n d  Zia M a rt ia l La w reg i m es, s a i d ,  ' the p ress 

, free d o m  a l lowed by  the  Z ia  reg i m e  d u r ing  its t h ree years 
has not been e njoyed i n  the  l a st t h i rty t h ree years  o f  the 
c o u nt ry's l i fe . I f  the  p ress is u n d e r  some c u rbs  fo r 
somet i m e n ow, there m ust be some ser io us  rea so ns, wh ich  
you  ( G e n e ra l  Z ia )  m a y  n o t  be  a b le  to igno re . '  

On New Yea r' s  eve of  1981 ,  Karach i  based  wee k ly  Al
Fatah's ch ief  e d i tor  l rshad  Rao,  e d i tor  Wa h a b  S i d d i q u i, 
a ss ista nt e d itor  Wa h i d  B a s h i r, ca l l i g ra p he rs Z a m i n  A l i  S h a h  
a n d  Abd us S a l a m  were a rrested o n  c h a rges o f  
' c l a n d esti n e ly' p r i n t i ng  a n d  d isse m i n a t i o n  of ' subvers ive 
l i te ra t u re ' .  Wa h a b  S i d d i q u i  was fo rced out to D a m a scus,  
a ft e r" the  h ija ck ing o f  a P IA p l a n e  i n  M a rc h  1 9 8 1 ,  by  so me . 
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agitated a n d  frustrated People 's  Pa rty s u p po rters .  At the 
t ime of ra i d  o n  the office, even the v is i tors Naeem Arvi  
(f ict ion wr i ter_ ci n d  a j o u rna l ist ) ,  Sharaf  A i i , f\J i z a in  S idd i q u i  
( re l a t ives to Wa ha b a n d  Wah id ) ,  G h u l a m  M u rtaza (gua rd ) 
a n d b i � d e r  M o h a m m e d  As l a m  we.re t a ke n . i n t-0 custody. 
Arvi and Sha ra f  Al i  were re leased a ft e r  14. d ays, g u a rd afte r  
2 6  d ays and  N iza m a ft e r  2 8  days .  

On 19th Apr i l ,  t h e  S i n d h  gove r n m e n t  ba n ned the  S i"n d h i  a nd 
U rd u  e d i t i o n s  of weekly Halch al of  24th to 28th Nove m b e r, 
1 51h to 2 1 '1 Decem_b e r  a n d  2 2n� to 28th Decem ber  1980; the 
newslette r  was the organ of  S i n d h  Nat ipna l Studen ts' 
Federa t ion ,  .a fro nt  of t h e  Co m m u n ist  P a rty of Pak i st a n .  

O n  30th Se ptem b e r, t h e  S u m m a ry M i Uta ry Co u"rt sentenced 
Rao, Shah a n d  S a l i m  to  one  year 's  ·i m pr iso n me n t  and five 
lashes each ,  fo r p r i n t i ng  'object i o n a b le · l itera t u re q n d  
c reat i ng  u n rest  a m ong the  m a sses a nd d issat isfact ion  
aga i nst t h e  a rm e d  fo rces of Pak i st a n .  Sh.ah a n d  Sa l im we re 
re leased , a ft e r  o n e  yea r, wh i l e  Wah id  Bash i r  · re m a ined 
b e h i n d  ba rs fo r one  yea.r, s ix  months  a n d ·seve n t.ee n  days .  
A l th ough Rao com p leted h i s  p r rson te.rm i n  August  1982, 
he was d e t a i n e d  u n d e r  ·p reventive d etenti o n  ti l l  3 ' d J u ly 
1983 ,  wh.e n  he was fi n a l ly re lease d .  E a r l i e r  both. l rsha d Rao 
a nd W a h i d  Bash ir  were a d opted as · 'P r i soners of 
Co nsc ience' . by A m n esty I n ternat io n a l  a nd the 
inter'na t io n a l  Federa t i o n  of  J o u r n a l i sts l a u n ched wo r ld�  
w ide  ca m p a ign  fo r t h e i r  re lease .  

O n  1i"  
.
Oct o b e r  1981 ,  the  then  A P N E C p resid e nt M in haj 

B u r n a  gave a ca l l  to j o u r n a l ists to observe an 'Ant i'
Ce nsors h i p  Day'  o n  1 61h Octo ber .  H i s  a ppea l  l a n ded i n  the  
n ewsroo m s  with  a p ress adv ice that  'no  comment  o r  . 
ed itor:i a l  wa s to be  p u_b l i shed o n  _ the A P  N EC ca l l: The,press 
not  on ly fa i thful ly  fo l lowed the ady ice b ut . except ' d a i ly 
Dawn,' elte �y news p a p e r  b l a c ked out  the o ri g i na l  p ress 
re lease .  A l t h o ug h- meet ings were h e l d  in Ka rach i, La hore,  
Rawa l p i n d i  a n d  o t h e r  c it ies but on the p re�s advice no 
n ewspa p e r, ·  i n c l ud ing_ Dawn p u b l i shed  the p roceed i ngs .  
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O n  i11 Nove m be r  1 9 8 1 ,  an a d vice wa � co m m u n icated t o  
newspa pers a l l  ove r the  co u n t ry twice i n  j u st two h o u rs . 
'not  to p u b i i sh  news a b o u t  a s t u d e nts '  ra id  o n  t h e  -ce n s o r  
office . Ka rach i .  T h i s  created exc i te m e n t  i n  the  newsro o m s . 
Later  i t  was l ea rn t  t h a"t i n  Dow M e d ica l Co l lege  Ka ra.c h i , 
the  stude nts of IJT c l ashed  wi th  the  m e m b e rs o f  A P M SO i n  
w h ich few IJT m e m b e rs we re i nj u re d .  W h e r:i  t h e i r  n e ws d i d  
n o t  get  spa ce. i n  the  newspape rs, they a p proached  t h e  
d a i ly Jang o ffice a n d were t o l d  tha t  t h e i r  n ew? w a s  
ce nsored . R i d i n g  motor- b i kes  a nd b u�es t h ey re ached  t h e  
censor  office . I t  was a ft e r  t h e i r  ret u rn t h a t  the  a dv ice  was  
sen t  to pa pers .  

Th rough  th is  censorsh ip  a p o rt ion  o f  J i n n a h' s  speech of  
l 11h August 1947 was st ruck  out  fro m d a i ly The 
Mus/im l s l a m a bad,  o f  2 51h Dece m be r  1 9 8 1 .  

O n  1 '1 J a n ua ry 1 9 8 2 ,  se l f-ce nsorsh ip  re p l a ced  p re 
ce nso rs h i p  but  po l i t i ca l  and  n o n - l i t e ra ry j o u rn a l s  
cont in ued to face the  b l ue p e n c i l  fo r t h e  sac red  cows,  
which G e n e ra l  Z1a descr i bed  w h i l e  a d d ress ing  the m e m b e rs 
of h i s  h a n d - p icked Maj l i s - i -Sho9ra ,  ' I  l i k e  to say few t h i ng s  
a b o u t  newspap_e rs .  D u r i n g  se lf-ce nso rsh i p, t hey w i l l  have  
to keep  i n  v iew these  gu id i ng p r i nc ip l es :  1 -· no  m a t e r i a l  
prej u d icja l to  re l ig ion  of  I s l a m  a n d  the  i deo l ogy o f  P a k is ta n 
s h o u l d  be p u bl ished,  2 - o r  wh ich  "may e n d a ng e r  t h e  
secu r i ty o f  Pa k istan ,  3 - o r  m a y  e n co u rage co m m u n a l  o r  
regio n a l  p rej ud ices i n  t h e  co u n t ry, a n d  4 - o r  m a y  a ffe ct t h e  
d ig n ity o f  a rmed fo rces o r  j u d ic ia ry ' .  

Th is  p re -censors h i p  ca m e  t o  an  e n d  a fter  two yea rs, two 
m o nths  and twe nty-six d ays, or  817 days in  a l l , the l o ngest 
i n  the  h i sto ry of t h i s  c o u nt ry .  

H a rd ly t h re e  weeks  Jft e r  the  l i ft i ng o f  the  p re -c·e n sorsh i p, 
o n  2 3'0 J a n u a ry 1982,  gove r n m e n t  o f  S i n d h  i s sued  a n  o r d e r  
a s k i n g  the  ed i tors of  K a ra c h i  d a i l i e s  to re fra i n  fro m 
p u b l i sh i ng  'n�ws/v iews of po l i t i ca l  n a t u re,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  
p e r m iss i b l e  u nd e r  M LR 48 . '  Two d ays l a te r, P u nj a b  a nd 
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Ba lo ch i s tan  governme nts a lso i ssued o rd e rs on s a m e  
patte r n .  

O n  28 1 h J a n uary 1982,  two j o u rna l i sts M a n zo o r  H ussa i n  
a n d  N a s a r  u d  D i n  S a l i m i  o f  K h a n p u r  were a rrested o n  
c h a rges ·of be ing m e m bers o f  Al-Z u l fi q a r .  They we re freed  
o n  3 'd Apr i l .  '·-

Ch ief  M a rti a l  Law Ad m i n istrator  G e n e ra l  Z ia s a i d  o n  2 1'1 
M a rch 1982 , ' I  cou ld  c l ose a l l  newspape rs, say, fo r a per iod  
of five yea rs, a n d nobody wo u l d  be  i n  a pos i t io n to  ra i se  
a n y vo ice aga i nst  i t .  I f  they t ry to  o rg a n ize a meet ing  o r  
process ion ,  I wi l l  send. t h e m  t o  j a i l . '  

O n  · 2 3 'd A p r i l  1982 ,  t h u n d e r  s q u a d  of  Jamaat-i-fslami 
a ttacked La hore offices of d a i l y  Jang a nd Nawa-i- Waqt  a n d 
i n ju red e ig h t  p ress wo rke rs .  The C P N E  gave a ca l l  o f  24-
hours str ike  on  251h Apr i l ,  e n d o rsed by A P NS and PFUJ .  

O n  5th J u ly  1 982 ,  N i sar  Ahmed B a la d i , re po rter  of d a i ly  
Hilal- i-Pakistan Ka rach i, a nd G e n e ra l  Secretary P ress C l u b  
S h a h d a d p u r  a n d  Sa l im H a nj u , re porter  of  d a i l y  /brat, 
Hyd e ra ba d  were convicted by the  S u m m a ry M i l it a ry Co u rt 
a n d  awarded one  yea r r igo rous i m p riso n m e n t  a n d  1 5  
l ashes  e a c h .  

O n  2 1 '1 October 1 9 8 2 ,  the  P ress was o rd e red t h rough  a n  
'adv ice'  tha t  'cases u n d e r  t r i a l  i n  S pec i a l  M i l i t a ry Co u rt s  
were not  t o  be reported u n less a l lowed by  court s  o r  
M a rt i a l  L a w  Headqua rters . '  Acco rd i n g  t o  observers,  t h i s  
o rd e r  was issued beca use of  t h e  re port ing  of  Com m u n ist  
Consp i racy Case,  he ld  i n  Ka rach i, a s  i ts  re port ing  was 
cra ck i ng the  standst i l l  i n  po l it ica l spectrum i n  the  count ry .  

A sen io r  jo u r n a l ist M eem Sheen  ( M o h a m med Shaf i )  wa s 
rewa rded with m e m be rs h i p  of Z i a ' s  h a n d p icked Maj/is-e
Shoora, as he pa id  g lowing t ri b utes  to the P u nj a b  
Gove r n o r, G e n era l  J i l a n i  i n  o n e  o f  h i s  a rt ic les .  

The p re-ce nsorsh ip  was re- i m posed on  news pa pers in  
Karach i  o n  2 3'd February 1983,  i n  the  wake o f  secta r i an  
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c la shes i n  some pa rts of t h e  c i ty. The  fo l l owing  d ay, the  
I n format ion  M i n is ter  Ra ja  Zafa ru l  H a q ,  i n formed the  Z ia ' s  
h a n d - p icked fe d e ra l  counc i l  that  a i l · gove r n m e n t  
a dvertise me nts  to  d a i ly Jang had  been  sto p pe d  s i nce 22nd 
February, fo r ' i gnor i ng  the  offic ia l  a dvice' i n  con nect ion  
with  secta r i a n  s t r i fe i n  K a ra c h i .  O n  tha t  o n e  of  t h e  c o u n c i l  
m e m be rs, A l l a m a  Syed M o h a m med R a z i ,  d e m a n ded  a 
'to ta l  ban '  o n  the  p a p e r .  P re-ce nso rs h i p  o n  t h e  Ka rach i  
p ress was  l i ft e d  o n  1 7 1h J u n e  1 9 8 3 .  

Dur i ng  t h e  M R D  move m e n t  of  1983 ,  p re-ce nsors h i p  w a s  
i m p osed i n i t i a l ly o n  t w o  S i n d h i  d a i l i e s  /brat a nd Mehran 

both  fro m Hydera b a d  a n d  l a ter  on Karach i  based U r d u  
d a i ly A m n .  S h a m s h e r  u l  Hyder i ,  ed .i tor  of  Meh ran t e n d e re d  
h i s  res ignat ion  i n  protest  aga inst t hese restr ict i o n s .  There 
was a tota l  b l ackout  of re port i n g  a bo u t  the 'c iv i l  
d isobed ie nce'  m ov e m e n t  a nd fo r the  peo p le  B B C  wa s the  
o n ly i n fo r m a t i o n  so u rce of i t .  I ts  Pa k ista n co rrespo n d e n t  
M a rk Tu l ly beca m e  h e ro i n  the  eyes of  t h e  peo p l e .  

O n  1 21h Septe m b e r  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  N ati o n <: !  P ress Trust  ( N PT) 
te rm i nated the serv ices of ten sen ior  j o u r n a l i sts,  i n c l u d i n g  
M a sh r iq  E d i to r  A z i z  M a z h a r, Staff Reporter  M u m taz  
Ahme d, S u b- E d i tor  A u ra ngzeb, Pa k ista n T imes  Ch ief  
Re porter  A .  H .  Rash id ,  Sen ior  S u b-Ed i tor  R i a z  M a l ik ,  d a i ly 
l m roze De puty Ed i tor  M a sood Asha' a r, Ass i st a n t  Ed i tor  
S h a fq a t  Ta nv i r  M i rza ,  Feature Write r  M rs .  R a k h sh a n d a  
Hassa n, C h i e f  R e p o rt e r  Badaru l  b l a m  a n d  M agaz i ne  l n 
c h a rgeAt h a r  Java i d ,  a ff i l i a ted with  Pa k ista n T im es, l m roze 
a n d  M a s h riq  fo r s ign ing  a m e m o ra n d u m  of  so l i da r ity w i th  
the peo p le o f  S i n d h, w h o  were o n  fo refro n t  of  t h e  M R D  
m ove m e n t .  Th i s  m e m o ra nd u m  was prepa red b y  the  S S  
writers,  poets  a n d j o u r n a l ists o f  La h o re .  When  P F UJ c h ie f  
N isa r U s m a n i  i n  a p ress b rief i n g  by G e nera l  Z i a ,  p rotested 
o n  th i s  a ct ion ,  he received re p ly  t h a t 'yo u ( N isa r U s m a n i )  
s a y  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  to the  t e n  N PT j o u r n a l i sts is  too  m uc h .  
I t  is  t o o  l i t t l e .  T h e y  s h o u l d  have been hung  u p-s ide  down .  
They  m ust  l ea rn  a l esso n . '  
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The s u m m a ry m i l i t a ry court dadu o n  6t 11 Nove m b e r  
sentenced  t w o  j o u rna l ists  G h u l a m  S h a b b i r  a l ias  Wafa 
B ra h ma n_i a n d  B a s h i r  Tha h im fo r six m o nths  i m pr iso n ment .  
They  were accused fo r a n t i -gove r n m e n t  wa l l  c h a l k i n g .  

O n  5th  Dece m be r  1983 ,  the Fed era l  Gove r n m e n t asked its 
m i n istr ies ,  d iv is io n s  a n d  state cont ro l l e d corpo rat ions  n o t  
to donate  a ny fu n d  to. the  K a r a c h i  P ress C lub, as  i t s  office 
bea rers were regu l a r ly o rga n iz i ng  fu nct io ns v1h e re l e a d e rs 
o L b a n n e d  o ppos i t ion  pa rt ie� ·were i nv i ted .  

I n  Dece m be r  1 983,  s tude nts of a re l ig ious  schoo l  att a cked 
da i ly  Nawa-i- Wa q t  o ffices i n  La h o re aga i nst  t h e  p u b l icat io n 
of a book  revi e w  rega rd ing  P.a k ist a n  m ovement  wh ich was 
cr i t i ca l of  M a u lana  H ussa i n  Ah med M a d n i  .. 

After  l i ft i n g  pre-ce nso rsh ip  i n  ea rly 1 9 84, Genera l  Z ia ,  h is 
I nfo rmat i o n  M i n ister  Raja Zafa ru l  H a q u e ( la te r  cha i r m a n  
P M L- N )  a n d  I n fo rmat ion  Secreta ry Lt . G e n e ra l  M uj i b, h a d  a 
we l l  fo rm u la te d  po l icy a b o u t  co rrect i n g  a n d  restr ict i n g  t h e  
m e d i a .  I n  t h i s  regard G e n e ra l  Z i a  wh i l e  a d d ress ing t h e  
co n c l u d i ng sess ion  of  a s e n:i i n a r  o n  n a t i o n a l  i n tegrat i o n  i n  
La h o re ,  sa id  t h a t  't he  gove rn m e n t  h a s  dec ided to 
const i tute  co m m ittees at  d istr ict leve l  with  fe d e ra l  a n d  
loca l  co u n c i l  m e m bers a n d  re p resenta t ives o f  the  
a d m i n ist ra t i o n  to e n s u re that  n o  n ewspa p e r  0 i n  t h e i r  
respect ive a rea  pu.b l i s h es mater i a l  re pugnant  to t h e  
ideo logy qf  Pa k ista n '  a n d  'peo p le  h ave t h e  right to destroy 
the cop ies  o f  such  newspape rs which ca rr ied m a t e r ia l 
re p u g n a n t  to t h e  ideo logy' .  At th i s  t i m e  a l l  re prese n ta t ive 
m ed ia  o rga n is a t i o n

.
i n c l u d i ng  P F UJ,  APN EC,  A P NS and C P N E  

fa i led  t o  react  o r  p 1  o t r' s 1 o n  these re ma rks b y  Chief  M a rt i a l  
Law Ad m i n is t rator .  

A l l  Pa k ista n News pa pers Associa t i o n  . (AP NS)  j u dged Va i  E l l  
o f  d a i ly Dawn as the  b est carto o n ist fo r the  yea r- 1 9 8 3 .  · 
G e n e ra l  Z i a  was t h e  ch ief  guest of t h e  awa rd d ist r ibut ion  
cerem

.
o n y  he ld  o n  2 3 'd May  1984,  Va i  E l l  refused to receive 

his awa rd fro m Z ia  a n d issued a state m e n t  a day ear l i e r  
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that was b roadca st by the BBC but  was ignored the 
'nat iona l '  p ress .  

M rs .  K u lsoom So h a i l  Sa ng i ,  i n  a letter  to the S i n d h  h o m e  
secreta ry o n  1 2th m ay, a s k e d  to s h ift h i s  i m pr i so n ed 
journ a l ist to the hosp i ta l .  The cop ies  of  the letter  were 
sent  to media  ho uses a nd da i l y  The Muslim, I s l a m a bad  o n  
30th May 1984, p u b l i shed  .the  lett e r ,  wh i ch s a i d ,  'my 
husband Soha i l  Sang i  (one o f  the accused i n  Ja m S a q i  
Consp i ra cy Case) ,  a se n io r  j o u rna l ist o f  S i n d h ,  i s  b e h i n d  
b a rs for the l a s t  fo u r  yea rs .  H e  was  i nvo lved i n  t h eJ a m  S a q i  
Consp i ra cy Case, j u d g m e n t  in  w h i c h  i s  reserve d .  Due  ,to 
t e rr ib le  p riso n cond i t io ns  a nd cont inuous  so l i ta ry 
confinement  fo r t h ree years ,  h i s  n e r�ous  syst e m  .i s  b a d ly 
a ffected . . .  he is suffer i ng  from severe .pa i n  i n  t h e  ca rd i a c  
a rea a n d  s leep lessness .  O n  14th M a rc h  a n d  aga i n  o n  12th 
Apr i l  1984, the  Med ica l O ffi ce r  o f  t h e  K a ra c h i  Centra l  
P rison recom mended h i s  case for spec ia l  a d vice a n d  
t rea tment  b u t  no a rra ngeme nts were m a d e  s o  fa r . '  

In J u ne  1984, U S  Defe nse Secreta ry Wayne B u rge r  v is ited 
La h o re a nd addressed a press confe re n ce .  D u ri ng the p ress  
confe rence PP t  bureau ch ief  H ussa i n  N a q i  asked a q ue�tio n 
reg a rd ing  the US-Pak istan  re la t ions ,  w h i c h  was not  l i ke d  by 
vis it ing U S  Secreta ry a n d  on the p ressure o f  the  
government  of Pa k ista n P P I  t e r m i n a te d  the services of  
H ussa i n  N a q i .  

T h e  Kara c h i  P ress C l u b, reg a rded a s  a n  i s l a n d  o f  d isse nt  
a n d  a sym bo l  of  defi a n ce ,  ce lebrated its s i lve r j u b i l e e  on 
4th J u ly 1984, by o rga n i z i ng  a sym pos i u m ,  the t he m e  b e i n g  
'p ress a n d  the  n a t i o n  r i s e  a nd fa l l  toget her' .  O v e r  h a l f  a 
dozen spea ke rs, most ly  work ing  j o u rn a l i sts, , i nc l ud ing  
M a zb a r  A l i  K h a n  of  wee k l y  Viewpoint a nd ret ired J ust ice 
Dorab Pate l ,  who refu sed .to t a ke oath on P rovis i o n a l  
Const itut ion a l  O rder, issued by G e n e r a l  Z i a  a nd res igned 
a n d  later  beca m e  the fo u n d e r  of the H u m a n  R ights  
Com m iss ion of  Pa kista n ( H RCP) ,  congratu lated the  KPC 
'not  for ce lebra ti n g  its 2 5th b i rt h  a n n iversa ry, b ut for 
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hav ing he ld  25 electi o n s  i n  as m a ny yea rs' a nd sa id  that  fo r 
creat ing  co nsc iousn ess of the i r  d e m o crat i c  r ights a mong 
the peop ie, they ( n ews m e n )  w i l l  have t o  bear  t h e  cross. 

Soha i l  Sa ngi ,  sen ior  j o u r n a l ist  a n d  fo rmer  news e d itor  of 
da i ly Sindh News, Hydera bad ,  was re leased on l 11h 
Nove m be r  19 84, when  the Deputy M a rti a l  Law 
Ad m i n istrator, Ka ra c h i, withd rew his  detent ion o rders .  
S a n g i  w a s  a rrested i n  t h e  l a st we ek o f  J u ly 1980 a n d  a lo n g  
w i t h  P rof. J a m a l  Na qvi ,  K a m a l  Wars i ,  S a d a r  A b ra,  A m a r  La l ,  
S h a b b i r  Shar and Dr .  J a b ba r  Khattak was charged u n d e r  
J a m  S a q i  Consp i racy Case,  fo r pr i n t i ng a nd p u b l is h i n g  
'su bvers ive l itera tu re'  a n d  s p r e a d i n g  hatred a g a i n st t h e  
government  a n d  a rm e d  fo rces. '  

With  the a n n o u ncement  of h o l d i n g  refe re n d u m  in 
Dece m b e r  1984 to e n d o rse G e n e ra l  Z ia 's  pres i d e nti a l  
te n u re, I nfo rmat ion  M i n istry t h rough . a n  offi c i a l  order  
re m inded  the med ia  out lets  tha t  they 's hou ld  not  ass ign  
newsmen to  such p ress confe re nces which a re a d d ressed 
by the po l i t ica l l eaders, a s  p o l it ica l a ct iv it ies i n  the  c o u n t ry 
a re b a n n ed u n d e r  m a rt i a l  l aw so the  p resence of rep o rters 
a n d  p hotogra phers a t  such meet ings  w i l l  be cons idere d  as  
a n  a ct of v io lat ion M LR 48. '  Both K UJ and APNEC took 
strong not ice  of th i s  order  a n d  d e m a nded thatAPNS a n d  
C P N E  t o  take a sta n d  aga inst i t .  B u t  a l l  newspa pers with  
the except ion of  two fro m K a ra c h i, ne i t h e r  d id  nor  d a re d  to 
p u b l i sh th i s  a p pea l .  O n  the  other  hand,  E lect ion  
Co m m iss ion of  P.a kista n wa rned  the nat iona l  m e d ia t o  
refra i n  fro m u s i n g  stor ies from fo re ign p ress a bo u t  
refe re n d u m .  

I n  h i s  fi rst weekly co l u m n  o f  yea r 1 9 8 5 ,  G h a z i  Sa l ah  u d  D i n  
w rote i n  d a i l y  Oawn, K a ra c h i, ' . . .  m y  so rrow is  I c a n n o t  offe r 
you a n  o bject ive s u m m a ry of t h e  c u rrent a ffa i rs .  The 
a uthor i t ies  now seem to be l ieve that journa l i sm i s  too 
ser ious a b usi ness to be  left to j o u r n a l ists ... which m e a n s  in  
a sense that there s h o u l d  be  no j o u r n a l is m  .. . '  
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The Musawat press in Lahore was sealed and i n  January 
1985, it was auctioned for the pa ltry sum of Rupees two 
hundred thousands oniy, for ihe recovery of a ioan of nine 
hundred thousand rupees, including interest, by the 
National Ban k  of Pakista n. The successful bidder was Rafi 
Butt, owner-editor of daily Hyder, Rawalpindi. 

On 2nd January 1987, a 1500-strong mob broke into offices 
of the English daily Frontier PostPeshawar a nd made a 
bonfire of everything from stationary to furniture, tele
printers, newsprint rolls a nd equipments. The 
demonstrators, mostly students of religious institutes and 
Afghan refugees, were protesting against the production 
of an illustration based on Biblical interpretation of the 
Genesis a nd the Tree of Knowledge in the Garden of Eden 
on g•h January's Friday magazine. The painting was d rawn 
by Lucas Cranach in the l6111a century a nd had been 
published all over the world, during the last four centuries. 
Although, the newspaper editor Aziz Siddiqui had said that 
it was an unintentional error and had apologized. 

Before the raid, a protest rally was held at a local mosque 

and later demonstrators marched to the newspaper office. 
Journalists from other newspapers on hearing the news 
converged to the Frontier Post offices and later marched in 
protest to the Governor House a nd held a meeting with 
Governor Fida Mohammed Khan. 

The demonstrators belonged to Jamiat Tulaba Islam, 

Anjuman Tulaba Islam, Jamiat Tulaba Arabia, Jamiat 

lsha'ate Tauheed-o-asunnat a nd Jamiat Madaras Deeni. 

On the following day,Jamiat Tu/aba Arabia secretary, 
Mohammed Haque while accepting the responsibility for 
the attack, said that the action was called for a nd timely 
because the newspaper had hurt the religious feelings of 
M uslims a nd had challenged their pride and dignity_ 

Two days later, IJT (students' wing of Jamaat-i-lslami) took 
out a rally and after pelting stones at the newspaper's 
local office, regretted that the staff of Frontier Post was 
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not burnt alive with its offit:es and demanded the death 
penalty for editor and publisher of the newspaper. The 

government benches under the General Zia's created 
Muslim league did not allow a motion by the opposition to 
discuss the incident in the national assembly. Meanwhile 

the religious parties took out a procession at the Yadgar 

Chowk, Peshawar and this time the spea kers declared the 
whole journalist community as the agents of Soviet Union, 

US a nd Jews and threatened them of dire consequences. 

On 2nd February, the Mayor of Karachi led the elected 
mem bers' protest rally and when it reached the gates of 
Sindh Assembly building, police baton charged the 
journalists and press photographers covering the rally. 

On 24t" May, a five hours police siege of Hyderabad Press 
Club happened. The potice wanted to arrest some Sindhi 
nationalist students a nd roughed up the journalists 
present in the club. 

On 12�" February 1985, the Home Department Punjab, 
issued a notice to weekly Awami Jamhuriyatlahore, for 
publishing a poem by Faiz Ahmed Faiz 'Hum Mohnat 

Kosh._'. According to the official notice, publication of the 
poem could cause hatred among the different classes. 

The Quaid-i-AzamAcademy, Karachi, published Fatima 
Jinnah's book 'My Brother' (her memoirs on the founder of 
the country) in 1987. The editor of the book, Shariful 
M ujahid, admitted in the preface that he had deleted 
some 'extremely controversial passages' from the 
manuscript. 

During General Zia regime, lasted for eleven years. over a 
hundred dailies, weeklies and other periodicals were 
banned all over the country a nd scores of printing presses 
were sealed or confiscated. One printing press (Musowat 

press) was auctioned. Some of the important papers 
banned were; dailies Musowot (Lahore, Karachi a nd 
Faisalabad), Tomeer (Rawalpindi), Sadoqot (Karachi), and 
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weekHes Af-Fatah and Mayar { both from Karachi). Nusrot 
{Lahore}, Dhonak a nd Sada-e-WatLJn {Lahore), Pirbhat 

(Nawabshah; a nd Awaz {Karachi). 
To dodge the censorship authorities, the Pakistani 

jouma Hsts created t heir own way to defy it or 

communicate with therr readers in abstract forms. In one 
such instance when the editorial of a Karachi based Urdu 

da Hy Huriyar was censored by the authorities, the editor 

pasted a photo of Camel in the editorial column and doing 

so, on one hand he fulfmed the official requirement of 

filling the censored space and on the other hand he 

successfu l ly me ssaged his readers that the editorial is 
being censored. 
The sta te-owned Pakistan Television invited the 

disp!easure of high officials responsible for overseeing the 

broadcasting mate ria l, w h en it  te lecasted a Koran verse for 
couple of times. 'rhe verse is: •And Fulfill the promise 

made; you w i ll ce rta inty be q uestioned a bout the promise: 

{Al Kora n, 1 7 : 3 4 }. Offidats considered the broadcast of this 
verse a n attack on General  Zia, who had backed out from 
his prom ise to hold ge ne ra l e lections within 90 days of his 
taking ove r  the power . 
From 1980 to 1988, t h e  sla i n  American civ�I rights activist 

Ma rtin  Lut her King J r .  got special coverage in Pakistani 

med ia, es pecia l ly on his death a nniversary. which ha ppens 

on 41n April (sa me as fo rme r Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali 
Bhutt o's  h a ng i ng in 1979) .  

On 22"d Sept e m be r 1 988, a controversial newspaper 
co lum n ist a nd l e a d ing poet Ra e es AmroM was murdered in 
h is Karach i hou se.  He h a d  written a poem 'Urdu ka janaza 
hai, zara dhoom sa n ikla' (this  is the coffin of Urdu. let it 
be ta ke n o u t  with celebration), pu blished fn daily Jang 
Karac h i  with b l ack margins in 19;72, when the Sindh 
Assem bly d ecla red Sindhi.  as the official provincia l 
ld nguage . H e  h ad been strong supporter of the ethnic 
Mohaji r  id ent ity a nd politics. 
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On 14th April 1989, as the Chief Minister Punjab, Nawaz 
Sharif wished 'to twist the necks of the PTV and the 
papers.' He continued in this tone after becoming Prime 
Minister. when he warned the press in 1991, at a state
managed senina r in Islamabad. 

On l'u May 1989, daily Jong office, Quetta was ransacked 
by an armed gang_ They threw petrol bombs, damaging the 

machinery and furniture and put bundles of the daily's 
editionto torch. As it was a holiday for the Workers Day, so 
no journalist was present and the support staff was beaten 
by the attackers. 

On 27th May 1989, in Karachi hundreds of APMSO (the 

students' wing of MQM) members laid a siege of the daily 

Down offices at Haroon House, which also housed! the 

offices of dailies Star, Huriyot, Down a nd Wotan (Gujrati) 

a nd monthly Herold. 

On 5th August, three press photographers Naseer ud Din, 

Shaukat Ali and Nazir Soomro were beaten at a Hyderabad 

police station, when they tried to photograph a naked 

youth tied in chains, hanging from ceiling at the police 

station. -

On 17 February 1990, four press photographers Zahid 

Hussain of Associated Press of America, Zafar Ahmed of 

AFP, Hassan Sangrami of Down and Safdar Ali Syed of 

Nowa-i-Woqt were attacked by the police, when they 

photographed the deserted city on the eve of strike called 

by MQM. Za hid had a serious head injured, while Zafar had 

a fractured hand in that attack. 

In the conti n uous riots during fi rst q uarter of 1990, many 
journalists were threatened by rival PPP and MQM_ 

A mob of lslamist students stormed in the offices of daily 
Haider Rawalpindi, on 19 February a nd damaged offi ce 
property to protest on paper's advice to the M uslims to 
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control  the i r  e n t h u s i a s m  ' w h i l e  d e a l i ng w i t h  the  issue o f  
the  Ahmed is' . 

O n  2"d M a rch,  Pa kista n Awa m i  Ta hreek of A l l a m a  Ta h i r u l  
Qad r i  o rg a n ized a Kash m i r  ra l l y  i n  La hore .  I n  h i s  a d d re ss,  
h e  t h reatened 'd i rect act ion' i f  the ra l ly  was not  given a s ix 
co l u m n  d isp lay on  the fro nt  page, with fo u r  co l u m n  p ictu re 
i n  every newspa per of La h o re .  

O n  1 51h M a rch,  fo r the  fi rst t i m e  i n  the  h istory o f  press, a 
pea ceful  procession of the  La h o re newspe rso ns,  u n d e r  t h e  
P u nj a b  U nion  o f  J o u rna l ists, w a s  s h o t  a t  from wit h i n  t h e  
p re m ises of  t h e  M u s l i m  League  H o u s e .  T h e  t rigger- h a p py 
boys of the M us l im Stu d e nts'  Fede rat io n o pened  fi re on 
jo u rn a l ists, who were protest ing a ga i n st an at t�ck  o n  t h e  
d a i ly Jang staff a n d  its a d m i n istrat ion ,  a n d  t h e  b u rn i ng  o f  
t h e  n ewspa per copies a d a y  e a rl ie r .  A l though th e  state r u n  
te levis ion had  te lecast  t h e  w h o l e  scene of  fi r ing  b ut t h e  
c h i e f  m in ister  a n d  M u s l i m  League P u nja b  P res ident  ·N a w a z  
S h a rif  n e x t  day  d e n ied t h a t  h is  b oys were involved i n  t h e  
i nc ident .  I n  the  co m i ng days, i n  the  conseq ue nces of t.h� · 
i nc ident  a r ift a m o ng t h e  M u s l i m  League  m e m b e rs 
e m e rged i n  the P u nj a b  Asse m b ly a n d  they accused 
d iffe rent groups with i n  the  pa rty respo ns ib le  fo r t.h c  
i n cident .  

O n  2"d Apri l 1990, the l a rgest U rd u  eve n i nger  fro m Ka ra c h i ,  
d a i ly  Qaumi Akhbar brought  o u t  a spec ia l supp l e m e n t  
a n n o u nc ing t h e  d e a t h  of  PSF  K a r c' C h i  pres ident  N aj i b  
Ahmed,  with  a ba n n e r  h e a d l i ne ;  'Najib n e  Jam-e-Shohodo t 

nosh kor /iyo' { N aj ib  h a s  d r u n k  fro m the  gob let o f  
m a rtyrd o m ) .  T h i s  i nfu r iated M Q M ,  w h i c h  i m m e d iate ly sent  
o rd e rs for the  pa per's b oycott a n d  d i s p l ayed b a n n e rs a l l  
over the c i ty, say ing 'Qaumi A khbor h a s  t h rown press 
freedotn to the  winds on the  death of  a terro r ist, a l l  lovers 
of  the  truth shou ld  boycott the  e n e m y  of M o h aj i rs ' .  The 
p::. :Jer  suspe nded i ts  p u b l icat ion  but not a s ing le  l ine of  
p ro test was pr inted a nywhere in  the  country.  For  o n e  
wee k  the  Qoumi A khbor o ffices we re occupied b y  the  
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a rm e d  m i l i tants of MQM a n d  a fterward paper  re-emerged 
o n ly when i ts ed i tor  bowed befo re the MQM c h ief Altaf  
H ussa in  a n d  the photos o f  th i s  s h a m efu l s ight  were 
p u b l ished  in the u p per  h a l f  of t h e  fro nt  page.  

Amid the  ethnic  r iots  i n  S indh,  t h ree jo u rn a l ists were shot  
dead  in  span  of t h ree d ays.  Ra h a t  Kazmi, a da i ly  Jang 
corres pondent  a nd P res ident  of K h a i r p u r  P ress C l u b  was 
shot dead by  two a rmed m otorcycl ists o n  3 1 't M a y, wh i le  
M uta h i r  N aqvi  a correspondent  o f  d a i ly Nawa-i- Waqt a n d  
news age ncy PP/ correspondent  Ahmed Kha n K a m a l  were 
k i l l ed  by u n known assa ss ins  in Lark a n a .  

M a n y  journa l ists i n  Pa kista n s u p po rted G e n e ra l  Z ia's  
M a rt i a l  La w and had po rtrayed i ts  o pponents as t ra itors 
a n d  a nt i -Pa kista n .  On 5th J u ne,  M ia n  l rs h a d u l  H a q ue,  
M ul tan  co rrespondent  o f  d a i l y  Nawa-i- Waqt, received. a n  
a nonymous  letter threa ten ing  to k i l l  a nd d estroy h o m es o f  
t h o s e  who s u p po rted M a rt i a l  L a w .  Fort u nate ly  th i s  t h re a t  
d id not  m a teri a l i ze .  

In  the  even ing of  6th August,  fou r  journa l i sts Raja 
M o ha m med Asghar  (Reuternews agency) , Shaheen  S a h b a i  
(Duwn) ,  A h m e d  Hassan  Alvi  (Hurriyat) a n d  Zafa r N aqv i  
(/mroze) were k idnappe d  by  the  secret agency pe rso na ls ,  
when they were co m i ng o u t  of  an I nd i a n  d i p l o m a t's  
res idence a fter atte n d ing a b riefing .  

Address ing a p u b l ic meet ing i n  C l i fto n ,  a posh a rea of 
Ka ra ch i ,  o n  1 9th Octo ber, the  M QM c h ief Altaf H ussa i n  
th reate ned  t h e  ed itor Raz ia  B h att i  a n d  staff o f  month ly 
Newsline ( a  socio-po l i t i ca l  period i ca l  with  a majo rity o f  
fe m a l e  staff) . He cont i nued t h re a ts i n  coming meet ings 
and a n n o unced that h is party w i l l  not  a l l ow p u b l icat ions  of 
such period ica l to be  sold.  In t h is c h a rged  atmosphere, the  
C P N E  Eth ics Co m m ittee met  i n  Karach i  a nd th i s  fo rum fo r 
safeg u a rd i ng the 'owner's i n tere sts' c a m e  out  with its 
concern over the ' fla gra n t  v io la.t i o n' o f  i ts  te rta i n  m e m b e r-

_.., 
p u b l i cation .  The co m m ittee h a d  s pec i a l  a nger fo r m onth ly 
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Herald a n d  i t s  e d i tor  M s .  Sherry R e h m a n  ( l a ter  Federa l  
I nfo rmat ion  M i n ister )  a nd the BBC ra d i o .  

After  t h e  d ism i ssa l  o f  B e n a z i r  B h u tt o  gove r n m e nt o n  61h 

August 1990, the  j o u r n a l i sts v is i ti ng h e r  K a ra c h i  res ide n c e  
B i l awa l  House were q u esti o ned a n d  i n vest igated by t h e  
po l i ce .  

The S i n d h  Ch ief  M i n ister Jam Sad iq  A l i ,  i n  a press  
confe re nce on 9th Dece m b e r, t h reate n e d  t h e  w h o l e  
journa l i st com m u n i ty b y  sayi ng ' I  have a l re a d y  j a i le d  a b i g  
Badmash ( ru ffia n )  A s i f  A l i  Za rdar i  a n d  yo u r  t u r n  too  is  very 
n e a r' .  

F ro m 15th  Dece m b e r, a fortn ight  boycott b y  S i n d h  Ta ra q e e  
P a s a n d  Pa rty o f  d a i l y  Jang sta rted a s  t h e  p a rty ch ief  i n  a 
statement  had  d e c l a re d  the  paper  a s  a nt i -S i n d h  a nd host i le  
t o  S indh i  nat iona l i st move m e n t .  Seve ra l d e l ivery va n s  of  
the  paper  were i nte rcepted and  b u rn t  and  few o f  i ts  
workers were beaten d u r ing  the boycott.  

Add ressi ng a l u n c h e o n  h osted by C P N E  on 2 3 •d Dece m be r, 
P r i m e  M i n ister  N a w a z  Shareef  l ashed  o u t  a t  the  w h o l e  
j o u r n a l i st com m u n ity a c c u s i n g  them o f  b e i n g  o n  payro l l s  o f  
t h e  oppos i t ion po l i t i c ia n s  o r  pol i t ica l  pa rt ies .  

On 1 6th M a rc h  1991 ,  Zafa r  Abbas  of  m o n t h l y  Herald a nd 
BBC ra d io was beaten  a t  h i s  home, beca use  h i s  peri o d i c a l  
h a d  p u b l ished a n  i nvest igat ive report aga i nst  t h e  M Q M .  

O n  1st J a n u a ry 1990, a 27  y e a r  o l d y o u n g  j o u r n a l i st 
M a nsoor Ahmed  K h a n,  Peshawar B u re a u  c h i e f  of d a i ly 
Democrat was attacked by ac idthrowi ng,  w h i l e  he  w a s  
s l e e p i n g  at h is h o use .  O n  3 • d J a n u a ry, h e  d ie d  a t  t h e  
l s l a m a badAi rport before be ing  f lown to E ng l a n d  for 
t reatment .  M a n so o r, a n  a ct ive m e m b e r  o f  the  left ist  
s tude nts'  o rga n iza t ion  in  h is a ca d e m ic l i fe, was  attacked 
b y  the Ara b stu d e nts s tudy ing  in  Peshawa r .  U n l i k e  seve ra l 
o ther  n ewspape rs, the  shorH ived d a i ly Democrat, e d ited 
b y  a fo rmer  left ist  Ab id  A l i  Syed l a u nched  a sust a i n e d  
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campaign aga inst the attack without a ny success. Few 
years later, young son of Syed was a lso k i l led i n  Karach i  by 
u n known assass ins .  

On 161h Se ptember  '1991,  M ian  Abdu r  Rashid, a co lumn i st 
i n  da i ly Nawa-i-Waqt, Lahore and  a re l ig ious  scholar was 
shot dead from point blank range in h i s  d rawing roo m .  
Accord ing  to da i ly  Nation he was receiving th reats from 
some sectaria n e lements.  

On 24th September, Nafisa Hoodbhoy, a female 
i nvestigative reporter of dai ly Dawn na rrowly esca ped 
death, when she was attacked by two men  with daggers . 
O n  1st October, a n  u nruly mob attacked the house of 
Mohammed Salahud  Din, the editor, weekly Takbeer. Th is  
right-wing  magaz ine  had been vocal aga inst  MQM and its 
chief Altaf H ussa i n .  Ent i re first floor of the house was set 
on  fire. Meanwhi le  da i ly Qaumi Akhbar l aunched a 
campaign aga inst Takbeer and accused it of b lasphemy and 
faced a s iege of its offices. Later, Sa lahud Din  was k i l led in  
front of h is office. 

The October  issue of monthly Herald was se ized from 
booksta l l s  a l l  over Karachi by Crime I nvestigat ion Age ncy 
(CIA). It carried a 1 5-pages cover story, inc lud ing a n  
i nterview with M s .  Rah i la  Tiwana  ( later Deputy Speaker  
S indh  Assem b ly), a female P SF  activist who  was  a l legedly 
tortured and a bused at the CIA center on  the orders of 
l rfa n U l l ah  M a rwat, p rovincia l  Home Min ister a nd so n- in 
law of then  President  G hulam lshaque Khan .  

On  2"d November, Shabb i r  Ba idar  Bhutto, a Sukkhur  
correspondent of  dai ly  Frontier Post a nd S indh i  da i ly 
Kawish was picked-up by the police without showing  any  
a rrest wa rrants  from h is office. The KUJ  and  S i ndh  
Newspa per  Editors Counci l  (SNEC),  ca me out strong ly 
against th i s  a rrest, so B hutto was re leased on  61h  
Novem be r. 
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On 21�• March 1 993, during a' 'Meet the Press' arra nged by 
the Karachi Press Club for the MQM leader, Senator lshtiaq 
.Azhar, the KPC President, Saieem Asmi, criticized the roie 
of the MQM for its involvement in 'certain activities 
against the press'. Next day U rdu dailies Jang and Amn 

published Asmi's remarks as a separate item, while The 

News reported the entire proceedings of program in a 
consolidated form but daily Dawn, where Asmi was a 
senior member of the editorial staff, published the report 
without Asmi's comments. That same evening, the Jang 
staff received abusive and threatening telephone calls. 

O n  241n. July 1994, a high treason case registered against 
M unir Ahmed, a reporter of the Frontier Post, Lahore. One 
year earlier, his investigative book 'Role of Intelligence 
Agencies in Pakistan', banned under the government 
orders, which was later lifted by the court orders. 

On ls{ February 2001, the Frontier government banned 
daily Frontier Post Peshawar, on the charge of publishing a 
blasphemous letter. The same day, a rowdy mob attacked 
a nd burnt down the Frontier Post offices. 

On 23 January 2002, Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel 

Pearl was kidnapped in Karachi, when he was going to 

interview a militant leader. Three months later his body 

was found after the militant group dispatched a video of 

his beheading. According to militants, Daniel Pearl was a 

Jew and he was on the pay-roll of US CIA. 

On 3•<1 November 2007, Gen�ra l  Musha rraf im posed 

Emergency a nd with that all the News TV channels and FM 

99 and FM 103 Radio Stations were off-lined. Later, on t he 

acceptance of the conditions, all  except Geo News, 

channels were allowed to broadcast but few of the 

polntical debate programs- were ba rred to relay, so the 

anchors of those programs presented their programs in 

front of press clubs of the major cities of the country. 
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Ch isht i  M uj a h id ,  Ba lochistan bureau c h ief of Urdu weekly 
Akhbar-i-Jahan, Karachi,  was gunned down in Quett a on 9th 
February 2 008.  Ba loch Liberation Army cla imed 
respons ib i l ity for the murder. Akhbor-i-Jahon had 
p u b l i shed M uj a h id 's  news report on the death of the 
m i l i t ant  l e a d e r  Balach Marri with the head l ine 'Do guz 
Zameen bhi Na Mili Koi Yar Main' (d id not got two yards of 
l a n d  for grave i n  the land of beioved'.) a couplet of exiled 
k ing  Bahadur  St)a h Zafar; this in  spite of the fact that  the 
se lect ion of head l ine is  a lways being done by the edit ing 
staff a n d  not by the reporters. 

I n  J u n e  2009, Ayub Tareen of BBC conducted a n  interview 
of m i l i tant Ba loch leader D r. Allah Nazar; afterward he had 
to  face the security forces' interrogation about the 
wherea bouts of the Ba loch leader. 

The n a m e  of a newspaper editor Anwar Sajidi, was 
i n c l u d e d  in the h it l ist of Tahreek-i-Nifaz-i-Amn (movement 
fo r the  e nfo rce m e nt of peace) in  Balochistan. 

In J a n ua ry 2011, Wa l i  Babar, the reporter for p rivate news 
c h a n n e l  Geo was k i l led in broad-day l ight in Karachi .  A l l  the 
witnesses, except one a lso faced same fate and were 
g u n n e d  down.  The prosecutor of the case Na imat U l lah  
R a n d hawa a dvocate was a lso kil led by unknown assassins. 
In t h e  fi rst week of March 2014, a court convicted few 
c u l p rits  but  few more were st i l l  absconders. 

In September  2011, f rontier Consta bulary (a Para Mi l itary 
fo rce ) sto pped  the c i rcu lation of Urdu da i ly ln takhab i n  
Ba loch ista n U nive rsity, beca use i t  considered newspaper a s  
a nt i -state .  

O n  291h May  2011, Sa leem Shahzad 40, of the  Asia Times 
Online van ished fro m  Is lama bad, a fte r writ ing a bout 
a l leged l i nks betwee n  Al-Qaeda  a nd the Pak ista n i  Navy. H i s  
b o d y  was fo und o n  May 3 1, i n  a canal near the  town of 
M a n d i  Bahaudd in,  some 120 ki lometers south of the 
c a p ita l ,  I s l am a ba d .  His friends sa id that t he body had signs 



Movements for the Freedom of Press and Expression : 605 

o f  torture around t h e  face and neck. He h a d  t o l d  
colleagues that he h a d  been receivi ng t h reats fro m 
intel ligence officia ls in recent months.  

Shahzad was re ported m issing, a fter he fa iled to show up 
for a televised panel discussion i n  Is la m a b a d .  He was 
scheduled to discuss his recent a rticle fo r Asia Times 
Online in which he a l leged that Al-Qaeda, having i n f i l t rated 
the Pakista n i  Navy, was behind a 17-ho u r  siege a t  a nava l  
base in Ka rachi on M ay 22.  1-ie s a i d  the attack c a m e  afte r 
military or security officials refused to release a gro u p  of 
naval officials suspected of having l inks to m il itant  grou ps. 
The attack, coming soon after the U.S.  k i l l i ng of Osama b i n  
Laden on M a y  2 ,  was deeply em ba rrassing t o  the P a ki st a n i  
mil ita�. Earlier i n  M ay, three navy b uses ca rrying recruits 
were b lown up via remote control devices i n  Ka rachi,  the 
large port city. Sha hzad's death a lso came a few days afte r 
the re lease of his book, Inside the Taliban and Al-Qaeda. 
For months, the journal ist had been t e l l i ng frie n d s  t h a t  he 
had been warned by intelligence agents to sto p  re po rt ing 
on sensitive security matt e rs. In Octo b e r  20 10, S h a hzad 
thro ugh a n  ema ilinformed Al i  Daya n Hasan,  a re sea rche r 
fo r Human Rights Watch in Pakist a n, that he h a d  been 
threatened by a top official  at a meeting at the 
head q ua rters of the Inter-Services I ntel l ige nce Directorate 
i n  Rawa lp i ndi .  

Ha meed H a roon, preside nt of the Al l Pakistan Newspa pers 
Society and a former em ployer of Shahzad,  said he h a d  
received a s i m i l a r  message at a bout the sa me t i m e .  

In July 2011, The New York Times reported t h a t  U . S.  
officials 'had re lia ble intelligence that showed that the I S i  
was responsible for Shahzad's m u rder.  Pakistan's  offic i a l  
comm ission o f  inqu iry concluded i n  J a n u a ry 2 0 1 2  t h a t  the 
perpetrato rs were u n known, a finding that was widely 
criticized as lacking credibi l ity. 



606 : People's Movement in Pakistan 

On 291h September 2012,  u nidentifi ed a ssailants shot dead 
Abdul Haq Ba loch, a s  he was leaving the K huzdar Press 
Ciub Ba iochista n .  He was the secreiary-generai of ihe 
press club and a longtime local correspondent for ARY 

Television. He had been threatened by the Baloch Musa/ah 

Di/fa Army ( B M DA, o r  the Ba loch Defense Army) in 
November 2011.  

In  its a nnual re port for yea r 2012, Committee to Protect 
Journa l ists (CPJ) decla red Pa kistan re mained one of the 
deadliest nations in the world for the press. a situation 
that a p pe a red unlikely to change, given the government's 
u nwilli ngness to confront the problem. 

On 21'1 August, 2013, body of Ba loch journalist Abdul 
Razzaq Ba loch was found dumped at a waste ground in the 
Surjan iTown a rea of Ka rachi .  A piece of paper bearing his 
name had been stuffed into his pocket. His hands were 
tied, he had been strangled. 

Working as a proof-reader with pro-independent 
Balochistan newspa per daily Tawar, (Call), 42 years old 
Razzaq was picked up by the security agencies earlier in 
M arch . H e  had l a st been seen a s  he was bundled into a 
vehicle with a bla n ket over h is head. He was returning 
home on his motor-bike after completing his work late in 
the night. 

H is associates believed his d isappeara nce and m urde r  was 
l inked to the da ily Tawar's coverage of a separatist 
guerril la campaign in Ba lochistan. 

After his death, Tawar seized to publish but its online 
edition continued. 
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Befo re the partit ion, stude nts' pol it ics in Sindh and Punj a b  
was dominated b y  diffe rent Socia l ist gro u ps; howeve r after 
t h e  partition with the m igration of Hindus from Sindh a n d  
S i k h s  from Punjab, the space was filled in b y  the M usl im 
Stude nts' Federation,  d o minated by the i m migra n t  
stude nts, main ly  in t h e  cities of Karachi, Lahore a n d  
Rawa l p indi .  

In  1947,  a u n it c;f M uslim Students' Fede rati o n  was fo r m e d  
i n  t h e N . E . D . E ngi neeri ngCo llege ( LaterUniversity), Ka rachi 
a n d Ahmed Khan· Barakzai beca m e  its first P resident a n d  
M o h a m med S hafi Ansa ri t h e  Genera l  Secreta ry. I n  Octo be r 
1947,  it l a u nched a bi- l ingual m agazine monthly Taimeer, 

in S i n d h i  a n d  E ngl ish, under t he edito rship of Maimar 

( looks a pen-name).  Ansari was the m a i n  spi rit b eyond this 
magazine.  

Soon after the partition, Muslim League d isintegrated into 
d iffe rent factions over distribution of m i n istries, this h a d  a 
d i rect, d ivisive i m pact o n  t h e  M uslim Students' Federation,  
which i n  va rious grou ps, followed d ifferent leaders. 

O n  61h Februa ry 1948, Sheikh M ujibur Reh m a n  founded t h e  
East Pakist a n  Stude nts' League, which beca m e  
instrumental  i n  fo rming of t h e  Com m ittee o f  Act ion o f  t h e  
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s tude nts  of Dhaka U n iversity,  re p rese nt ing  a l l  shades  o f  
p o l it ica l d iv ide, with t h e  o bjective of  ach ieving nat io n a l  
s tatus  for Benga l i  l anguage .  Co m m ittee in i t iated d a i ly 
p rotest a n d  on 1 1th M a rch,  its ra l ly  was baton cha rged by  
the po l ice, which a lso made  few a rrests, i nc lud ing She ikh  
M uj i b .  A l though  soon he was re leased  but  somet ime l a te r, 
o n  the  occa s ion of a nother  str ike i n  the  ca m p u s, h e  was  
expe l l ed  fro m the U n iversity.  

As the  Governor G e n e ra l  M o ha m m ed Al i  J i n n a h  was 
sch ed u le  to vis it  D h a ka on 1 9th M a rch ,  so the  p rovi nc i a l 
govern ment  under  Khwaja N a z i m u d d i n ,  i n  its ne rvo us ness,  
fo r ongo ing ag itat ion,  negotiated with  the Com m ittee of  
Acti o n  wit h  the he lp  of  M o h a m med Al i  Bogra and  s igned  
a n  agreeme nt, wh ich  p rovided  tha t  1 - the  P rovinc i a l  
Asse m b ly s h a l l  a dopt  a reso lu t ion  fo r m a k i n g  Benga l i  the  
offic ia l la nguage of  East Pa kista n, a nd t h e  med ium o f  
instructi o n  at  a l l  stages of education ,  a nd 2- t h e  Asse m b l y  
b y  a nother  reso lu t ion wo u l d  reco m me n d  to t h e  centra l  
gove r n m en t  that  Benga l i  s h o u l d  be made one  o f  the  state 
l a nguages .  

A l though Assem bly passed a reso lu t ion  o n  f i rst  po int  but  
fa l l en  short of fu lfi l l i ng the  prom ise on the second po int .  
M e a n w h i le, J i n n a h  d u ring  h i s  ma iden vis it  of Dhaka  a s  the  
Head  of  State fe lt  that  the  provi nc ia l govern m e n t  had  
g iven u n d ue co ncess ions to t h e  students .  

Respond ing to t h is a tmosphere, a few p rogressive- m i n d e d  
students  in Lahore fo u nded  a gro u p  n a m e d  D e mocrat ic  
Stude nts' Fe d e rat ion .  The DSF  d id  n o t  have any fo r m a l ,  
wr itten p rogra m o r  agend a .  I n  the  coming  yea rs, i t  
pa rt ic ipa ted in  the  s tud ents' un ion e l ect ions a nd a t  few 
p laces  wo n some seats .  

On  1 1th J u ne 1 948, ove r 800 S i n d h i  s tudents  brought out  a 
ra l ly  i n  Ka rachi ,  to p rotest aga i nst t h e  sepa ration of 
Ka ra c h i  fro m S i nd h, i n  M a y. 
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In  1948, l s l a m i  J a m iqt T u l a b a  ( IJT),  the  stud e n t  wing of 
J a maat- i - l s l a m i , was fo rmed . I n  i n i t ia l days,  i t  l i m ited its 
act iv it ies to  the mosques  a n d  later p u b l i shed  so m e  
pam ph lets . 

O n  the other  hand ,  t h e  stud e n ts' po l i t ics i n  t h e  Easte rn  
p a rt of  the count ry (now Bang ladesh )  was both act ive  a n d  
v i b ra n t .  H e re two s tudents' o rg a n i zat ions,  East Pa k is tan  
Stude nts' Federat ion  and East  Pa k ista n Students'  League 
were a ctive . M o h a m med A l i  J i n n a h ,  the  G overnor  G e n e r a l  
of  t h e  n e w l y  fo rmed country, a d d ress ing  a p u b l ic meet i ng  
i n  E ng l i sh  a t  Pa l tan  M a i d a n, i n  h i s  fi rst a n d  l a st post
i n d e pe n d e nce v is it to D h a k a  i n  M a rch 1 948, dec l a re d  U rd u  
a s  the nat io n a l  l a nguage o f  t h e  count ry .  Th is  i n fu ria ted  
Be nga l i s ,  espec i a l ly the  s tude nts .  D h a k a  U n ive rsity Centra l  
S tude n ts' Fed e rat ion  a n d East Pa k is tan  Stude nts' U n i o n  l ed  
the ca m p a ig n  aga inst th i s  a n n o u ncement .  La ter, they  were 
j o i n e d  by the  o ther  seg m e nts of the  soc iety a s  we l l .  

I n  M a rc h  1 9 50,  o n  the  v is i t  o f  S h a h  of  I ra n  t o  La h o re ,  D S F  
d e c i d e d  to greet m o n a rch w i t h  h a n d b i l l s  c r i t i c i z ing  h i s  
r u l e . ·The  workers were req u i re d  to d is t r ib ute t h o s e  q u ick ly  
o n  M a l l , where Shah  was sch e d u led to pass .  La t i f  Afg h a n  
P res ident  of  D S F  was a rrested with p a m p h lets a n d  was 
se n te n ced fo r t h ree years i m pr iso n m e n t .  

O n  2 81h J a n u a ry 1952, t h e  s tudents o f  D h a k a U n ivers i ty, i n  
a p ro test meet ing,  cr i t ic i zed the  P ri m e  M i n is ter  a nd the 
prov i n c i a l  ca b inet  by ca l l i ng them stooges o f  West 
Pa k i st a n ,  a s  o n  the previo us d a y, P M  N a z i m udd i n  h a d  
re i terated in  a p u b l i c  meet ing  J i n n a h 's  V iews o n  t h e  
nat io n a l  la nguage .  O nce aga i n  s tudents  fo rmed  a 
Corri m itt ee of Acti o n  a n d  fro m 301h J a n u a ry, a ser ies  of  
str ikes was ca l led in  u n ive rsity a n d  co l leges, a n d 
p rocess ions  were taken  out  i n  the c i ty.  The U rd u -spea k i n g  
s tude nts  d i d  n o t  j o i n  t h e  boycott of  c l a sses, w h i c h  resu l ted  
i n  e th n ic c l ashes  on  the  ca m p uses .  I ater  th i s  ag i ta t i o n  was  
jo ined  by the  po l i t i ca l  fo rces i n c l u d i ng Awa m i  League a n d  
Co m m u n ists .  
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On 2 1st Februa ry, s m a l l  p roce ss io n s  from var ious  p a rts o f  
the  c i ty sta rted converg ing  o n  Dha k a U n ive rsity.  By n o o n ,  
seve ra l thousand  perso ns h a d  gathe red i n  t h e  U n ive rsity 
co m p o u n d .  After  l i ste n i n g  speeches fro m l o u d s pe a k e rs 
f itted ins ide  the med ica l co l lege hostel ,  batches  o f  
p rotesters started co m i n g  out  fro m the U n i ve rs ity 
compound  to defy the b a n  i m posed by  the gove r n m e nt o n  
t h e  ra l l ies .  Mea nwh i le , a p rocess ion  o f  g i r ls  c o m i n g  
towards the m a i n  po int w a s  sto pped  b y  the p o l i c e .  At th i s  
s tude nts  rushed out  fro m  ins ide  the u n iversity a nd m ed ic a l  
co l lege a nd jo ined the g i r ls' p rocess ion  b y  b re a k i n g  the 
po l ice cordon,  th ey sta rted m a rch t owa rds the Ass e m b l y  
b u i l d i n g  which w a s  i n  sess ion  a t  t hat  t i m e .  T h e  po l ice used 
tea r-gas to stop the p rocess ion,  have fa i led  to do so;  t h ey 
opened fire, k i l l i ng at le ast t h re e  s tu dents  a n d  i nj u r ing  
a n other  m o re than  two dozens .  La ter ,  a Shaheed Minar 
( M a rtyr's M o n u m ent )  was e rected a t  the  site of t h e  fi r ing .  
I n  1999,  the  U n ited Nati o ns d e c l a re d  the 22"d F e b r u a ry, a s  
t h e  I nternat io n a l  Mother  La nguage D a y .  After  a p ro long  
ag i tat ion, goJernment  withd rew i t s  d ec i s ion  and accepted 
the d e m a n d  of Benga l i  a s  the  state l a nguage .  This was  the 
first peop les' v ictory in  the  co u nt ry and i s  r ight ly  
cons idered as  the fo u n d i ng sto n e  fo r B a ng ladesh .  

I n  K a rach i ,  d u ri n g  the same pe r iod ,  Ba rkat, Shafi, S i bg h a t  
Qa d r i a n d  other  school  s tude nts  fo rmed H ig h  School  
Stude nts' Fed e rat ion ( HS S F ) .  

I n  Ka ra c h i, the  Democrat ic  S tude nts' Federat ion  ( DS F) w a s  
fo rmed i n  1950 at Dow M e dica lCo l l ege, w i t h  M o h a m m ed 
Sarw::ir ,as  i ts  fi rst e lected conve ner .  M i rza Kaz im ( ta te r  a 
lega l  expert o n  l a b o r  issues)  fo l lowed h i m .  The 
he a d q u a rters of  DSF  was the room no. 2 9  of M itha  R a m  
Host e l .  I t  d rew u p  a 'Ch a rter  of  D e m a nds' i n  J a n u a ry 1953  
a n d  dec ided to ho ld  a ' De m a n d s' Day' o n  7th J a n u a ry.The 
po l i ce barr icaded the a rea a ro u nd D J Sc ience Co l l ege, 
where 5000- 6000 stude nts gath e red fo r the genera l  body 
meet ing .  Despite the  tea r gas  s h e l l i n g  a n d  baton cha rge by 
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the po l ice,  h u n d reds  o f  s tude nts m a n aged t o  reach t h e  
Educat ion  M i n ister's re s ide nce,  who d ec ided t o  r u n  away 
rather  than to fa ce the students .  Po i ice arrested some 
stude nts'  l eaders but  wa s fo rced to re lease t h e m ,  a s  the 
rest  of  the  students  sat  i n  p rotest . The re leased l e a q e r s h i p  
a n nou nced a p rotest n e x t  day to co n d e m n  the  m isha n d l i n g  
of  s tude nts b y  t h e  po l i ce .  

Next  d ay, P ri m e  M i n ister  Khwaja Naz im u d  D i n  i nv i ted  ·t h e  
s tude n ts'  l eaders t o  h i s  res idence a n d  l iste ned  to  t h e i r  
d e m a n d s  i n  the p resence of  Ed ucat ion  M i n i ste r Faza l u r  
Reh m a n .  A t  th is stage students  tho ught t h a t  t h e i r  
d e m a n d s . h a d  been accepted b ut t h e  offic ia l  h a n d o u t  
po i nted o ut i t  o therwise .  E n ra ge d  s tude nts  we n t  o n  
ram page a ·n d  s u rro u n d e d  a motor  ca r  with a n  offic ia l f l ag  
of  a m in ister  i n  the co m m e rc i a l  a rea of  Sadder .  Th e H o m e  
M i n ister G u r m a n i  was r id i.ng  t h e  c a r  . . The po l ice pan i cked  
and  f ired . tear  gas she l l s  towards · stu d e n t s  .. .. As  a n  
i m med ia te  react ion  to this, t h e  genera l  p u b l i c  c a m e  o u t  i n  
s u p po rt o f  s tudents  a n d  set o n  fi re t h e  m i niste r ia l m o t o r  
ca r .  P o l ice ret a l i·ated by fi r ing  l ive b u l lets o n  a g ro u p  o f  
s tude nts n e a r  the · Pa rad ise C inema i n  Sadder  a nd k i l l e d  a t  
l e a s t  s ix st ude nts a n d  a boy ·scout,  h e l p i n g  t h e  i n ju re d .  
Acco rd i ng t o  t h e  Stude nts' H e ra l.d,  e ight  s t u d e nts  were  
k i l l ed  o n  that  d ay, with a .tot.a l  of  2 7  k i l led .  over  th ree  d ays 
fro m 7th  to · gt h J a n ua ry1953 .  I n  corning yea rs, the 8 1 h  
J a n u a ry beca me the  S tude nts. M a rtyr Day a nd fo u nd i ng d a y  
of  s t u d e n ts' po l i t ics i n  P� kista n .  

M e a nwh i le,  a n other  s tude.nts '  g ro u p, the  'Wo r l d  U n ive rs ity 
S e rv ice'  led by Qa m_a r  uz  Za m a n  a nd patro n ized by the  Vice 
Cha n ce l ro r  Karach i  U n ive rs ity m et the Ed ucat io n M i n ister  
a nd a n n o u nced that  a l l  the · stu d ents' d e m a n d s  h a d  b e e n  
accepted .  

The K a rach i  s tudents  took a n  in i t i a t ive a nd i n  Dece m b e r  
1953 ,  ca l led  a n  A l l  Pa k is tan  Stude n ts' Conventi o n .  
M o h a m n:i ed S a rwar  was e lected c h a i rma n o f  t h e  conv.e n i n g  
c o m m ittee .  M ateen a nd Kha l i q u e  Za m a n  were d e l egates  
f rom East  Pa kista n ;  the P u nj a b  delegates were led  by  Ab id  
M a nto,  now a left ist  l ead�r  a nd a l ead ing  l awyer  and  A l i a  
I m a m ,  who was  v i s i t i ng  Pa k ista n i n  those d a ys and  i n  
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c o m i n g  yea rs moved to Pa k i sta n,  re prese nted I n d i a n  
s tude nts . A l i a  I m a m  was p a rt i cu l a r ly ta rgeted a n d  wa s 
d e p o rted fro m the count ry; a pr ice she  had  to pay fo r 
atte n d ing  t he convent io n .  The S i n d h  de lega t ion wa s led  b y  
Syed M a z h a r  J a m i l ,  l a ter  l it e ra ry cr i t ic  a nd lawyer i n  
Ka ra c h i .  

T o  p a y  homage t o  the m a rtyrs of  p revious yea r protests ,  
the conventi o n  was c a l l e d  o n  81 h  J a n u a ry, with the v e n u e  
a t  Katra k Ha l l ,  Sadder. Messages of  so l i da rity ca m e  fro m 
stude nts' bod ies  a l l  ove r the  wor ld . A K Bro h i, t h e  C e nt ra l 
Law M i n ister had  agreed to be  the ch ief guest  of t h e  
convent ion .  M o ha m m e d  S a rwa r escorted m i n i ste r fro m h i s  
o ffic ia l res ide nce t o  conve n t i o n  v e n u e .  M e a n w h i le,  t h e  
Comm iss ioner  Karach i  i m posed secti o n  144,  w h i c h  
proscr ibed a gather ing of  fo u r  o r  m o re perso n s  i n  p u b l i c  
p laces .  The B roh i -Sa rwa r p a i r  a rr ived a t  t h e  h a l l  o n ly  t o  
fi n d  the p l a c e  in  p a n d e m o n i u m .  T h e  Home M i n is ter  
G u rm a n i, who was  sti l l  sma rt ing fro m the h u m i l i a t i o n  of  
h is motor· car  f ire last year, had  sent  the ga ngst e rs o f  the  
c i ty, bes ides  the po l i ce  fo rce to d is rupt the p rocee d ings of  
convent ion .  These ga ngsters together  with  the  po l �ce fo rce 
beat up  t he stude nts, espec i a l l y  the school a n d fe m a l e  
stude nts.  S ibghat  Ka d ri ,  Wadood ( la ter  Ba rr iste r a n d  t h e  
Deputy . Attorney G e ne ra l  i n  t h e  Benaz i r  B h utto 
government) ,  M s .  H a m za and Za r ina  we.re the  worst 
i nj u red i n  the beat i ng .  Stud ents had a l so tak�n t h e i r  
p rec.:i ut iori measures a n d  the i r  secu rity s q u a d  cons isted of 
Ad eeb  u l  Hassan R izvi  ( la te r  a l ead ing  U ro logy specia l i st 
a nd the to. u n d e r  of S i ri d h  I n st i tute of U ro logy a n d  
Tra ns p la ntat ion ( S I UT) ,  S h e r  Afza l  M a l i k  a n d  others, who 
saved many· students .  

The stu dent  vo lu nteers so mehow con tro l l.ed the s i tuat ion ,  
so  Broh i  w a s  a ble to d e l iver  h i s. speech b u t  the rest  of  the  
corivent.io.n was  m oved to ·the M o d elSchool  i n  P a kist a n  
Chowk a rea . T h e  conve nt ion  p a ssed a reso lu t ion  .to  fo rm 
A l l  Pa kista n Stude nts' O rg a n isat ion ,  a r ight  winger  I q ba l  
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wa s e l ected as  i t s  f irst P res ident  a n d  M o h a m m e d  Sarwar  
of  DMC its Secreta ry G e n e ra l .  A l though m a ny student  
groups of var ious  s m a l l  and b ig  towns o f  West Pa kista n 
a n n o u nced to jo i n  the  o rga n i zat ion  b u t  Be nga l i  de legates 
p ledged that  they wi l l  seek consent  of  t h e i r  g roups in  th i s  
reg a r d .  

React ing t o  p o l i c e  a nd g a n gster bruta l ity, a ngry s.a:udents 
p rotested a l l  ove r K a r a c h i .  G e n e r a l  p u b l ic a nd m ost o f  t h e  
p ress s u p po rted t he m .  T h i s  t ime  pol ice avo ided d i rect  
confrontat ion  with  s t u d e nts,  so fu rt h e r  b l oodshed was  
averted but  few days  l a ter, m a ny stud e n ts were a rrested 
a nd spent m a ny m o n t h s  b e h i n d  the b a rs .  

Fo l lowing t h e  B a g h d a d  Pact i n  19 54, t h e  govern m e n t  
b a n ned t h e  D S F  a lo n g  wit h  Co m mu nist  Pa rty o f  Pa ki�ta n ,  
P rogress ive Wl"i te rs' Assoc iat i o n  a nd · AU P a k ista n Students '  
O rga n i sa t io n .  The ban  was fo l lowed by the mass .a r�ests, 
i n c l u d i n g  the DSF c h i e f  D r. Sa rwar who passe d  h i.s fi n a l  
y e a r  exa m inat ion  fro m the  pr iso n .  T h e  ba n d.id  not dete r  
st u d e n ts a n d  they reo rga n ized themse lves . u ,n d er · the  
u m b re l l a  of  Nat io n a l  S t u d e nts'  Fed e rat ion  {N S F )·, ;:i t  that 
t ime  a s m a l l  r ig ht-w i ng o rg a n i zat ion · b u t  · SOOr) th� 
p rogressive students  conve rted it i nto a lead ing. left ist 
o rga n iza t ion .  

The fi rst major  p rotest  by  th i s  n e w  stude n ts' o rg a n iza t ion 
was on the occa s i o n  w h e n  B rita i n, . F rance a nd . lsra e l  
a ttacked Suez  Ca n a l .  T h e  o rg a n i zat ion  too k  o u t  a · ra l ly, · fu l ly  
p a rt i c i pa ted by the  h igh  sch.ooJ stude nts .  Th.� N:Sf 
acco m'm o d ated i n  i ts  fo l d s  stude nts with . diffe re n t  
ideo logies such  a s  M a rx ists, Soc ia l i sts, Soc ia l  De'mocrats 
a nd l ibera l s .  · 

S tudent  a ct ivists of lh i s  per iod  l i ke Fatahyab Ali: Kha n ·a n d  
M a i raj M o h a m m e d  K ha n  l a ter  b e c a m e  stude.nts; a s we l l  � s  
t h e  lead ing p o l it i ca l l e a d ers but  the stud e n ts' po litics of. 
K a rach i  d u r ing  1 9 5 5  to 1 9 6 5  was d o m inated by She r Afza l .  
Acco rd ing  t o  few accou nts, t h e  G e n e r.a l Ayub· e ra 
Co m m u n ist m a rtyr H a ssa n N a sir  was h i s  mentor .  ·H e.w·� c:i n  

• 
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i deo log ica l  Co m m u n ist s tudents' lead er, who was fl u e n t  i n  
most o f  la nguages o f  the  country i nc lud ing U r d u ,  S i n d h i, 
Pas hto, G ujrat i  a nd of  course P u nja bi ,  h is mother  tongue 
and  was  i n  regu l a r  contact  wi tR  the genera l p u b l ic 
espec i a l l y  with the· worke rs.  H e  was e lected P res ident  o f  
D o w  M ed ica l Col lege Stude nts'  U n ion  i n  1 9 5 6  a n d  i n  h i s  
t e n u re u n io n  m a d e  so me ra d ica l d e m a n ds, d i sa p p roved b y  
the  a d m i nistrat io n .  Sher  Afza l  went on  h u nger  s t r i ke wi th  
over a dozen students  i n c l u d i n g  the g i r l s tude nts .  H i s  m a ss 
p o p u lar i ty b ro ught  the p u b l i c  su pport fo r the stude n ts' 
ca use, so  none  other  t h a n  the Pr ime M i n i ste r  H ussa i n  
S h a h ee d  S u h a rwa rdy v is i ted the h u nger  str ike  c a m p  a n d  
a ccepted a l l  . dema nds,  flashed  b y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  
i nte rn a t i o n a l  med ia ,  i n c l ud i ng BBC a n d  Tass News Age ncy.  

By the t ime, when G e nera l  Ayub K h a n  i m posed fi rst 
M a rti a l  Law rn October  1958 ,  NSF had beco me the b iggest 
s tudents' o rga n izat ion  of  the country, so with the po l i t ica l 
p a rt ies  of the country, NSF  was a lso b a n n e d  u n d e r  M a rt i a l  
La w o rd ers. This b a n  conti n ued ti l l 1962 . D u ri n g  t h e  Ayu b  
M a rt i a l  Law, cam puses a l l  ove r the country w i tnessed the  
state p.a t ron ization  of  IJT, the st ude nts' w ing  of  J a m a a t- i 
l sfa m i .· 
1.n ·1962, stude nts i n  Ka rach i  sta rted a move m e nt fo r t h e  
resto ration  of · the i r  u n ions .  T h e  gove r n m e n t  e x p e l l e d  
twelve stude nts'  l eaders fro m Karach i ,  i n c l u d ing  M a i raj 

· M o h a m m e d  Kha n ,  Fata hya b A l i  Khan, Na fees S i d d i q u i, 
Jo�ar H �s5a in ,  A l i  M uk h.ta r  R izv i  a nd others .  They went  to 
rt�a rby. Hyd.era b.a d  and then to S u k h u r  but  wh ereve r t h ey 

·rea ched,  wer� asked to l eave that  p a rt icu l a r  c ity.  
. . . 

�t l a st they reached M ul ta n, where Qa swa r G a rdez i  was a n  
active p r.og ressive wo rker ;  who l a ter  became the  G e n e ra l  
. secr-et�·ry of Pa k ista·n Nat i o n a l  Pa rty { P N P ) .  I n  M u lt an ,  the  
expelJed. . stude nts· stayed a t  h is home . Next  day  t h e  

. s.tuae;.ts of · M:u l � an  Co l lege ( i n c lud ing W a s i m  Raja ,  a 
Je3.dii1g, Pal<:ista n i" . cr iC:ke ter  i n  coming  years a n d Ka ra m a t  

. .  !\li; ·a · futu.r� :rra de U.n ion  l eader  a n d  Peace Act iv ist)  saw 
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some yo ung  urba n  boys w i t h  p a nts  a n d  l o n g  ha i r  s i t t ing o n  
floor  i n  fro nt of  co l lege m a i n  g a t e .  O n  e n q u i ry, they were 
to ld by the stra ngers a b o u t  t h e i r  expu l s ion  a n d  t h e i r  
orga n isatio n N S F. T h e  M u lta n s t u d e nts h a d  n t:ver heard 
a nyth i ng l i ke that .  I n  t h e i r  e n t h us iasm to s u p port t h e  
' rebe ls' ,  they a sked t h e m  what  they  c o u l d  d o  fo r t h e m .  O n  
the suggestio n of  Karach i  s tude nts, t hey went o n  str ike 
a n d  a s  A l i  M u khtar  R izv i  was  t a l lest  a m o ng the Ka rach i  
stude nts, he  c l i m bed the  wooden  u m bre l l a  erected fo r the  
t raffic co nsta b le  a nd a d d ressed the  s tudents  i n  h i s  
e mot iona l  sty l e .  O n e  po l ice o ffi c i a l  g ra b bed h i m  a nd tr ied  
to pu l l  h i m  down . See ing  t h i s, st u d e nts of  M u lta n got 
fu r io u s  and sta rted beat ing the o ffic ia l .  At the  end  of the 
meet ing, the  Kara c h i  s tudents  suggested that the  loca l  
s tude nts s h o u ld br ing o u t  a ra l ly a nd p rotest i n  fro nt  o f  
Co m m iss ioner Office;  t i l l  they get  a n  assura nce that  the  
K a ra c h i  st udents  wou ld  not  be  expe l l ed  fro m Mu l tan .  The  
stu d e nts  ma rched to Co m m i ssio n e r  Office ra is ing s log a n s  
aga i nst  Ayu b  K h a n, G overnor  K a l a ba g h  a n d  Ed ucat ion  
M i n iste r M s .  M a h mooda  S u l ta n a .  They a l so carried a n  
a rt iffc ia l funera l  o n  a cot .  Aft e r  t h ree hours sit- i n ,  the  
Co m m issio ner  ca l led  t h e m  fo r a m e et ing .  The cricket lovi ng 
c o m m issio ner  Raja Sa leem Akhter, assu red stude nts tha t  
t i l l  the Karach i  a d m i n istrat io n ' s  d ec is ion  to l ift the  ban  on  
t h e m  fro m e ntering the c ity is  not  be ing  taken  they  can  
s tay  i n  M u ltan .  The Karach i  s tude nts' l eaders l ived fo r 
coup le  of weeks i n  M u l ta n a n d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  stay; they 
created a po l i t i ca l  a tmos p h e re i n  t h e  city.  

By the 1965,  p ro-Soviet a n d  p ro-C h i n a  tuss le in the left 
po l i t ics  affected N S F  as wel l ,  w h i c h  fract iona l i zed . into two 
grou ps, do m i nated  by the pro- C h i n a  fact ion  led by M a i raj 
M o h a m m ed Khan,  Za in  Lod h i  a nd Ra sheed Hassan  Kha n .  
The p ro-Soviet fa cti o n  o f  N S F  � a s  t o  fa d e  off i n  coming  
days  .and  l a te r  re-emerged  a s  new e n t i t ies .  NSF  d eve lo ped 
stro n g  l i n k s  with the  left wing N a t io n a l  Awa m i  Pa rty ( N A P ) ,  
espec i a l ly i t s  p ro- C h i n a  fa ct ion ,  l ed  b y  M a u l a n a· B hasha n i .  
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Both N S F  a nd NAP  ( B hash a n i )  suppo rted the m i l i ta ry 
d icta tor  G e ne ra l  Ayub K h a n  i n  his p res ident ip l  e lect ions  of 
1 9 6 2 ,  but the honeymoon per iod ended  soo n a fter  
Pa kista n ' s  wa r w i th  I n d ia i n  Se pte m b e r  1965 .With Zu l fi q a r  
A l i  B h utto's o p pos i t ion t o  t h e  Ta shkent  dec la rat ion:  N S F  
beca m e  h is m ost suppo rti ng fo rce.  I n  1 967,  NSF  aga i n  s p l it 
i n  fa ct io n s  o n  ' ideo log ica l '  bas i s .  

D u ring  the  same t ime,  a leftist stude nts' body Nat io n a l  
St ude nts' O rga n isat ion ( NSO)  e m e rged i n  Lahore .  O n e  o f  
its fo u n d in g  leaders l mt iaz  A lam i n  la ter  yea rs. formed a 
left ist g ro u p  Punjab Lok Party, furth e r  la te r, beca m e  a 
j o u r n a l i st  a n d  a n  i m po rtant  I n d ia -Pa kista n peace i n i t�a tor .  
Both NSF  a n d  NSO suppo rted PPP  under  B h utto, beca use 
o f  the ir  co m m o n  p ro -China sta nce.  

S tude nts  were the rea l  force, who fo rced B h utto to l e a d  
t h e  p e o p l e  i n  the i r  struggle aga i nst Ayu b regi m e .  A l l  
a va i l a b l e  accounts  show that  a fter  h is  d ismissa l  f rom Ayu b  
cab inet  i n  J u ne 19 66, B h utt o h a d  p l a n n e d  to sett l e  a broa d .  
So fa r so, H a b i b  J a l i b  com posed a poem, a d d ress ing B h u tto 
'Chorh Ke Na J o '  ( Do not  leave us ) .  As he  was leav ing 
R a wa l p i n d i  by Khybe r M a il tra i n  o n  20th J u n e  1 966,  
stude n ts o f  c i ty  i n  b ig  n u m be r  came to see h im o ff. M a ny 
o f  t h e m  acco m p a n ie d  h im t i l l  La hore a nd a t  every h a lt 
we re ra i s ing s log a n s  aga inst the government .  later, B h u tto 
h imse lf  a d m itted that  th i s  was the  journey whicl:t set t h e  
futu re c o u rse of  h i s  l i fe . 

O n  7'h Nove m ber  1 968, a loca l s tudents' leader  Kha l id  La ti f  
Th a l l a  d e l ivered a n  emot io n a l  s pe ech i n  Rawa l p i n d i  wh ich  
resu l ted  i n  c la sh.es  between stude nts and  the pol ice, who 
a ft e r  tea r  gas s h e l l i ng a nd baton charge ,  opened f i re  o n  
t h e  a g ita t i ng stude nts a n d  k i l led a st udent  Abd u l  H a m ee d  
o f  P o l ytech n i c  I nst i tute .  On  t h e  next day, po l ice a rrested 
m a n y  s tudent  act iv ists.  Po l it ica l h isto ria ns of  Pa k ista n ,  
u n a n i m o us ly  cons ider  t h a t  t h e  7t h Nove m be r, fi r i ng  
inc id e nt wa's the fo u n d i n g  sto n e  i n  the downfa l l  of  m ighty  
G e n e ra l  Ayu b .  
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I n  the l ast  q u a rte r of  1968,  both t h e  Ka z m i  a n d  Rasheed 
Hassan fa ct ions  o f  NSF  ca l led a 'De m a n d s  Week' .  The 
Kazmi group ,  with i n fl u e nce in  the  e d u cat io n a l  i n st i tu tes i n  
t h e  c ity a reas, l i ke D J  Sc ience Co l lege,  o rg a n ized d e m a nd s  
wee k  between 1 ' 1  to 7'" Octo ber, . w h i le the  Dr .  Rasheed 
H a ssa n Kh a n  g ro u p  had i nf luence in  the  N a z i m a b a.d a n d 
su r ro u n d i ng a reas ,  h a d  the  we e k  of d e m a n d s  a fte r  t h e i r  
r iva l s . · This g ro u p· h a d  . s tuden ts' u n io n s  i n  J i n n a h C o l l ege, 
Governme ntCo l lege a n d  P re m i e rCo l lege .  The fo rtn ight  of 
stude nts' pro tests created a new m o b i l i za t i o n  in whole of 
Ka rach i ,  with the Social ist  s log a n s  ra i sed  by both  g ro u ps .  
Bot h  these wee ks beca m e  the  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  s tudents'  
po l i t ics a ri d  beca m e  the s ta rt i n g  po i n t  i n  stude n ts' 
p a rt ic ipat ion  in a n t i-Ayub  move m e nt .  

I n  ea r ly  Dece m b e r, t h ree m a j o r  st u d e nts  bod ies  i n  t h e  E a st 
W i ng, . the  E � st Pa k i stan  Stude nts' Lea g u e  a nd t�o fa ct io n s  
o f  the  East Pak ista n S.tude nts'  U n i o n  s e t  u p  t he Stude nts'  
Act ion . Co m m ittee and i.ssued a n  e leve n-po in t  p rogra m ,  
wh ich i ncorporated po l i t i ca l  as  w e l l  a s  student's' d em a nds .  

Exc i ted by  the i r  recent  victo r ies and  e n t h us iast i c  a bo u t  
t h e i r  g rowing infl uence, some N S F  m e m bers o pe n e d  few 
offices in the  res ident ia l a reas .  F i rst a m o n g  th ose offices 
was opened i n  ,t he  Dasta g i r  Soc iety o f  Fede ra l B Area with  
H u s n a i n  Hy.d e r  B � k h a ri a s  the  f i r s t  o f  i ts  ca reta ker .  These 
NSF  offices pr.ovided many young zea lous  worke rs;  m a ny 
a m o ng them were having  jobs i n  d a y  t i m e  a n d  s tudy ing  
p rivate ly .  later, it was they  who beca m e  p a rt o f  the  left 
po l i t i cs a n d  p rofe ss io n a l  bod ies,  w h i l e  t h e  major i ty of N S F  
workers .who g ra d uated  fro m the p rofess i o n a l  e d ucat io n a l  
i n st i t utes w i t h  so m e  except io ns, d i d  not  p l ayed a n  a ct ive 
ro le  in ma ins t rea m pol i t i cs .  Few N S F  l e a d e rs o p posed t h i s  
i n i t iat ive . as  t h ey were of o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  N S F  b e i n g  a 
s tudents' body  s h o u l d  not  have office s  i n  the  res id e n t i a l  
a reas .  Accord ing  to  some of s tudents  invo lved i n  t h ese 
offices, that sta n ce was f loated by the u n d e rg ro u n d  pa rty 
l eadersh ip  w h i c h  cons idered these e ne rget ic  s tudents  a 
t h rea t  fo r t h e i r  own d o m i n a nce a nd ex i s tence .  
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I n secu re beca use of  t h e  in f lux  of outs iders, i n i t ia l ly the  
i m m igra nts fro m I n d ia a fter  pa rt i t ion  and  later  fro m 
P u njab  a fter  t h e  construct ion  o f  ba rrage s i n  S i nd h, the  t i ny  
S indh i  m id d le c lass  i n t e l l ige n ts ia fe l t  h u m i l i a ted  in  19 58, 
whenthe  M a rtia l  Law Ad m i n istrator Br iga d i e r  T ikka K h a n  
( la ter  known as t h e  B u tcher  of  Benga l fo r h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  
k i l l i ng  of Benga l i  na t io n a l ists ) ,  t h rough  a s u m m a ry ora l  
ord e r  re m oved the  req u i re m e nt of  hav ing both  S i n d h i  a nd 
U rd u  as compu lsory s u bjects  fro m c lass t h ree fo r U rd u  a n d  
S i n d h i  med i u m  schools  as  reco m m e nd e d  a yea r before by 
t h e  gove r n m e n t  a p po i nted Co m m iss ion on N a t i o n a l  
E d u c a t i o n .  T h e  B riga d i e r  o n  h is own exem pted U rd u  
speak ing  s tudents  from read i ng S i nd h i ,  wher�as U rd u  
re ma ined compu lso ry i n  S i n d h i  m e d i u m  schoo ls .  There was 
no  excl usive S i n d h i  s tudents' o rga n izat ion  except some 
d istr ict stude nts' fe d e ra ti o ns, to take up the · i ssue of  th i s  
d i scri m i nat io n .  A fe w pol i t ica l fo rces and  i n te l_l ec tua l s  d id  
t ry to  focus a t ten t ion  to  th i s  d e m a n d  but  i n. ve i n .  The. O n e
U n it gove rnment  had  a d vised its offic ia i s  to a d o pt U rd �  a s  
offi c i a l  l a ngu age i n  p l ace of S i n d h .i .  S i n dh i  d e p a rtl'nent  i n  
Ka rach i U n ive rsity wa s a bo l i shed a nd m a n y  S i n d h i  .m e"d i u m  
schools  i n  Ka ra c h i  co nverted into U rd u  m e d i u m .  

I n  1962, S i n d h  S tude nts' Federation (SSF )  wa s ·  fo rmed, 
wh ich  i n i t iated a ca m p a ig n  aga i nst  O n e - U n i t  by iss u i n g  
p a m p h lets, wa l l  c h a l k i n g  a nd i ndoor  m.ee.ti ngs .  O n  1 4  
October  1 9 6 3 ,  some stude nts at  S i nd h U n iv.ers ity i n  
Ja mshoro tr ied to observe · the  a n n i_ve.rs.ary of  the 
fo rmat ion  of One- U n it as the  b lack  day b·ut  fa i l ed to  at t�act 

. the com mon s tude nts .  By the  mid of  1 964, SSF  had 
van ished a n d i ts  on ly  re m na nt i ri  Nawa b·s h a h  was wor�ing 
u n d e r  the  n a m e  o f  Nawabshah  Stude nts'

. 
Fed0e ra t ion .  

O n  101h Octo ber  1 9 64, workers of  banned  Co m m u n ist Pa rty 
of  Pa kista ntook  i n i t i a t ive a n d wi th  t h e  he lp  of few S i n d h i  
na t iona l ist s t u d e n t s  fo rmed Hyderal:lad Stude nts' 
Federat ion  ( H O F ) .  Yous i f  Lagha ri was e l ected its Conve n e r  
a n d  J a m  Saq i  a s  t h e  Secreta ry .  Th i s  o rg a n i zat ion  
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acco m modated  som€ p a rty a ffi l i a ted  Urdu  speak i ng 
s tudents  l i ke Ta h i r  R i zvi ,  H i daya t  H u ssa i n  a n d  Nadeem 
Akhter  i n  i t s  fo l d s  but  neverthe less S i n d h i  s tudents  
d o m i nated  t h e  o rg a n iza t ion .  

D u r i n g  1 9 65, H S F  wo rke rs we re acti ve i n  wai l -cha l k i ng 
aga i nst the  wa rwith I n d i a ,  i m p e r i a l i st pacts l i ke SEATO a n d  
C E NTO a n d  t h e  d e m a n d  o f  Kash m i r  fo r Kash m i ri s .  

O n  13  Dece m be r  1 9 66, the H S F  he ld  i t s  a n n u a l  convent ion  
a n d i nv ited Z u l fiq a r  A l i  Bh utto as  t h e  c h ief guest  to  e n l i st 
h is su pport for the a bo l i t ion  of One- U n it, but Bh utto in h i s  
speech,  d e l ivered in  E ng l i sh ,  avo ided c o m m e nt i ng on  i t ,  
a l though  Jam Sa q i  i n  h is welco me speech d e l ivered in  
U rd u ,  had  i nc l uded  d e m a n d s  of  the  d e m o l i t i on  of  O ne-U n i t  
a nd recog n it ion  o f  S i n d h i  as  the  na t i o n a l  l a nguage .  On  H S F  
pattern ,  o rga n i za t ions  were fo rmed i n  m a ny d istr icts of  
S i n d h .  In  yea r 1 9 6 6, th i s  loose ly  co n n e cted network of 
d istr ict  o rga n i za t ions  won stud e n ts u n io n  e l ect ions i n  
S i nd  h U n ive rsi ty, S i n d h  LawCol lege,  L i a q  u a t M e d ica lCo l lege, 
S i n d hAgr ic u l t u  ra I Co l lege, J i n n a  h lawCoi iege, 
M u s l i mSc ienceCo l lege a nd Sa c h a l Sa r m a stCo l lege.  The 
e l ected. re prese nta t ives fo rmed an I nt e r-Co l leg ia te Body 
with  M a sood Noora n i, M a h er  H u ssa i n  S h a h  a nd Yous if  
Laghar i  a s  P res ident, Vice Pres ident  and G e n e ra l  Secretary 
respective ly .  

The year  1 9 67,  was a h i storica l one  fo r the  s tuden ts'  
po l i t ics  i n  S i n d h .  The students  u n io n  in the  U n ive rsity of  
S indh dec ided to  t a ke u p  a sta n d  aga i nst  the  M i l i ta ry 
backe d  Hydera b a d  Com miss ioner  M a sroor  H a ssa n Kha n  o n  
the  i ssue o f  t h e  a rb i t ra ry re mova l  of  Vice chance l lo r  
Ha ssa n A l i  Abd u l  R e h m a n , who was  a p p o i n te d  fo r the post 
i n  1 9 65, with  Com m i ssio ner  as  a Syn d i cate m e m b e r .  
Hassa n A l i  be lo nged to a n  o ld  S i n d h i  e l i te fa m i ly, w i t h  the  
lega l  fra tern ity backgro u n d .  Re h m a n  h a d  m a ny t imes  
d efied the  d istr ict  a d m i n i strat ion wh ich  had  a n noyed the  
Co m m iss ioner .  P lay ing  hands  i n  g love with the  
Co m m iss i o n e r, react i o n a ry M us l i m  League  l eaders l i ke 
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N a wa b M uzafa r  a n d  Ha fiz M u ba ra k  S h a h  d e c l a red  Vice 
Chance l lo r  R e h m a n  an a nt i -Moh aji rs and d e m a nded  h is  
re m ova i .  

B y  February 19 6 7 ,  the  government  d e c i d e d  to  d i s m iss 
Rehman  from the office, so mehow the i nfo rm a t i o n  lea ked 
to S i n d h i  s tudents, who not  o n ly op posed i t  bu t  d e m a nd e d  
the  re m ova l of  Comm issioner  M a sroor .  I n  t h e i r  p rotest, 
they o rga n i zed meet i ngs, boycotted c lasses a n d  m e t  
l e a d e rs of  d i ffe re nt  wa lks  of  l i fe . 

Overa l l  t he  s tude nts were d iv ided i n  two ca m ps, U rd u  
spea k ing  s tude nts were support ing the  Co m m iss io n e r, 
wh i l e  S in d h i  s tude nts s u pport ing the  V ice  Chance l lo r .  Few 
c lashes betwe e n  both ethn ic  gro u ps a l so occu rred on the 
issue of  the  boycott of  c lasses .  The Co m m u n i sts  u nd e r  J a m  
S a q i  op posed the  movement  o n  the  p l e a  t h a t  t h e  s tude nts  
shou ld  not  become a p a rty i n  th i s  c lash  of  two b u re a u c ra ts 
a n d  instead they  shou ld  c a m p a ign aga i nst  t h e  O n e- U n i t .  

A s  t h e  u n ive rs i ty stude nts were h o l d i n g  t h e i r  
d e  .10nstrati o n, few stude nts ra ided the  Hydera bad  b u re a u  
office o f  t h e  offi c i a l  news agency APP a n d  shouted  s log a n s .  
M e'a nwh i l e  the  S tudents' We lfa re O rg a n i zat ion ,  fo rmed  
ove rn ight  by pro-Com m isc;i o n e r  stude n ts,  we lcomed the  
re m ova l of  the  V i ce  Chance l lo r. 

I n  th i s  tense a tmosphere ,  the  Stude nts o f  S i n d h  U n ivers ity, 
L i aquat  Med i  ca ICol l ege and M e h ra n E n g i n e e ringCo l lege ,  
s i tuated a t  J a m s horo,  took o u t  a p rocess ion by r id i n g  o n  
cam pus  buses o n  4t h  M a r� 1967, which  was stopped by 
the  po l ice d e p loyed in  the  outsk i rt of  the  Hydera b a d .  The 
po l ice  after  tear  gas  sh.e l l i ng  and baton  c h a rge ,  a rrested 
207 s tudents,  a m o ng them many we re i nj u re d .  Th is  
inc ident  t riggered a wave of  p rotest a l l  ove r S i n d h  wi th  
stude nts boycott ing the i r  c lasses a n d  tak ing  out  so l i da rity 
ra l l i es .  Exce pt few l eaders, a l l  the a rrested s tude nts were 
re leased on  b a i l  w i th in  a week .  Th ree p rov inc ia l  m i n is ters 
M o h a m m e d  A l i , M o h a m med Khan  J u n eja { l a te r  P r ime  



S tudents'  Movements : 6 2 1  

M i n ister )  a n d  A G A k h u n d  rushed t o  Hyd e ra bad t o  look  
in to  m a tt e rs .  The s tudents' l e a d e rs were re leased  o n  2 0t h 
M a y .  

The  4 t h  M a rc h  beca m e  the S i n d h i  Stud e n ts' Day, wh ich  i s  
be ing  m a rked by  a l l  s tudents' o rga n izat ions  t i l l  today .  The  
S i n d h i  n a ti o n a l ist  move m e n t  be l ieves that  o n  41 1' M a rc h  
t i n y  S i n d h i  m i d d le c lass  p roved t h a t  fo r t h e i r  g e n u i n e  
r ights  t h ey ca n confront the  m ig h ty Ayu b  M a rt i a l  Law a n d  
O n e - U n it a d m i n istra t i o n .  

Aft e r  t h e  4 t h M a rch move m e nt ,  a sp l i t  occurre d  i n  the  H S F, 
m a i n ly beca use o f  the  d iffe re nces  betwe e n  its l e a d e rs h i p  
a nd Com m u n ist workers a n d  its P res i d e n t  Yo us i f  Lag h a r i  
a lo n g  wi th  M a sood Noora n i ,  j o i n e d  recent ly  fo rmed S i n d h  
S tude nts '  C u l t u ra l  O rga n isa t ion  (SSCO ) .  

O n  3'd Nove m b e r  1968 ,  t h e  Co m m u n ist  P a rty backed  
s tude nts  of t h e  H S F  c a l l e d  a convent ion  to fo rm a S i n d h  
based s tude n ts' o rga n i zat io n .  A fre e d o m  fig hter  d u ri n g  
B ri t i sh  pe r iod S h e i k h  Abd u l  M ajeed S i n d h i  c h a i red  t h e  
conve n t i o n  tha t  was a t tended  b y  s tude nts fro m 

• Hyd e ra ba d ,  Dadu ,  Ha la ,  J acobabad ,  Nawabshah  a n d  
La rka n a .  T h e  n e w  o rga n i za t ion  S i n d h  N a t i o n a l  S tude nts '  
Fed e ra t i o n  (SNSF )  e l ected Jam Sa q i  a s  its P res. i dent  a n d  
M i r  Th e bo a s  G e ne ra l  Secre t a ry.  A l though  a de legat io n o f  
N a t i o n a l  S tudents' Fed e ra t ion  ( Ka z m i  grou p )  fro m Karach i ,  
a lso a ttended  the  convent ion  b u t  i t  avo ided m e rge w i th  
the  n e w  o rga n i z a t i o n .  M a ny l eaders of the  n e w  
o rga n iza t ion  were a rrested o n  t h e  very n e x t  day  of  t h e  
conve nt io n .  

SNSF  was the  first S i n d h  based  s tudents' o rga n i za t ion ,  
wh ich  bes ides  ra i s ing  a c a d e m i c  issues took  a poSit ion  on  
po l i t i ca l  i ssues,  espec i a l l y  on  the  One- U n it .  

T h e  4t h M a rch move m e n t a n d  fo rmat ion  of  S N S F  h a d  
b ro k e n  t h e  i n h i b i t i ng  shack les  i n  S i n d h  y o u t h  a n d  n o w  
stu d e nts  s u p port ing  d iffe re nt  po l i t i ca l  tho ughts  beca m e  
active .  O n  1 7"' J a n u a ry 1969,  a b l a c k  d a y  was o bserve d i n  
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S i n d h  to p ress the demands  re la ted to  a bo l i sh  of  One- U n it ,  
recogn i t ion  of S i n d h i  l ang uage,  d e m o crat i z i ng  the  po l i t i ca l  
system a nd re lease  o f  po i i t i ca l ,  peasant  a nd s tudent  
wo rke rs.  I n  February, t h is ca m pa i g n  conve rted i nto the  
hunger  s t r i ke  a n d soo n  the gove r n m e nt gave  in  a nd several  
stude nts'  a nd po l i t ica l  worke rs we re re lea sed .  Th is c reated 
a n other  o p portun ity fo r the  po l i t i ca l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  and SNSF  
grabbed  i t  and  o rg a n ized rece pt ions  a l l  ove r S indh  fo r the  
re l eased workers, a t tended  and  a d d ressed by stude nt,  
t rade un i o n, peasa nt  a n d  po l i t i ca l  lea d e rs h i p .  

Th is  was the  per iod of  po l i t i ca l  a g i tat ion  a l l  o v e r  the  
country.  I n  one  such process ion  i n  La rka n a ,  s tudents  
s toned  the  res ide nce of the  then  Ayub ca b i n e t  m i n is ter  
Qa z i  Faza l U l l a h  and to d i sperse t h o se p rotesters po l i ce 
f ired tear  gas, baton cha rged a n d  reso rted to  ae� i a l  fi r ing .  

The S i n d h i  s tude n ts' ag ita t ion  i ntens i fied wi th  t h e  passage 
of ti me espec ia l l y  in  1969, so when G e nera l  ( Reti re d )  Aza m 
K h a n  v is i ted Hydera bad,  a bo ut 50 stude nts reached  the  
ra i lway sta t ion  on  h i s  a rr iva l t i m e  and  ra i sed  s1ogans  
aga i nst One - U n it .  O n  the i r  return ,  a c l ash  between S i n d h i  
a n d  U rd u  spea k i ng stude nts e r u pted i n  the  city,  resu l t i ng  
i n  i n ju r i es  on  both  s i des .  The  sa m e  scene was  re pea ted on  
the  v i s i t  by A i r  M a rsha l ( Re t i re d )  Asg h a r  K h a n, ·a pro-One
U n it po l i t ic i a n .  Th is  t ime  the opponents  of  O n e- U n it we re 
beaten by the IJT workers .  In S i n d h  a nt i  O n e- U n it 
move m e n t  was now ta k i ng a n  ugly t u r n  towa rds the  e t h n i c  
po la r i za t ion  a n d c lashes .  One  i n c i d e n t  occu rred d u ri ng  a 
jo i n t  p rocess ion t a k e n  out  by S i n d h  S tudents' Act i o n  
Co m m ittee i n  Hydera bad a n d  c l a s h e s  e ru pted a s  some 
par t i c ipa nts ra ised s loga n of Jeay Sindh wh ich the  M o haj ir  
stu d e n ts cons idered as  a nt i -Pak ista n .  

I n  1967, Ba loch  Stude nts '  Orga n izati o n  ( BSO) w a s  fo rmed,  
m a i n ly i ntended  to i nvo lve the stud e n ts fro m th i s  sma l l e r  
popu la t ion  of Pa k ista n i n  the a n t i -O ne-Un i t  movement  
wi th  the  Ba loch  i de nt i ty .  
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I n  h i s  a n n o u n cement  of  e n d i n g of  O n e - U n it a n d  ho ld ing  
f irst ge n e ra l  e lec t ions  i n  the  c o u n t ry, t h e  new M a rt i a l  Law 
Ad m i n istrator  G e n e ra l  Ya hya,  dec l a red  i n  J u ly 1969 that  
t h e  voter  l i sts w i l l  be pub l i shed  i n  Benga l i  a n d U rd u  
l a n g uage s, wh i ch  a n tagon i zed  t h e  S i n d h i  i n te l l igents ia  a n d  
i t  d e m a nd e d  t h e  pr in t ing  of  t h e  s a m e  i n  S i n d h i  a s  we l l ,  
o therwise the · p rote·st w i l l  be registe red . I n  between ,  a 
s tude n ts' l e a cj e r  La la Qa d i r  i ssued a n  u l t i m a t u m  t h a t  i f  
such  d ec i s ion  . is not  be take n, he  w i l l go o n  a fast-to-d e a t h  
a fte r  a w e e k .  O n  7'h Nove m be r  1 9 6 9 ,  he  a long  with  few 
other  fe l l o w  s tudents sta rted h i s  fast ,  w h i c h  l a te r  o n  1 61h 

Nove m ber, · wa s jo i ned by t h e  pea s a n t  l e a d e rs Qa z i  F a i z  
M o h a m m e d  a n d Comrade G h u l a m  M o h a m med lag h a r i .  
T h e  very next d ay, t h e  po l ice  ra i d e d  t h e  h u nger  s t r i ke  
ca mp a n d  a fte r  baton c h a rge, a rrested the  p rotesters a nd 
sent  t h e m  to pr iso n .  O n  t h e  n e xt d a y  1 81h N ove m b e r, few 
other s tudents  sat fo r h u n g e r  s t r i ke  a n d  t hey were a l so 
a rrested b u t  t h e  s ig n if ica nt  deve l o p m e n t  of t h e  day  was  
i n it i a t i ng  h u ng e r  s t r i ke  by  a fe m a l e  a c t iv ist  and  a stud e n t  
M s . Akhter  Ba loch ,  (who wrote h e r  pr i son  d a i ry i n  S i n d h i , 
to be t ra n s l a te d  i n  m a ny l a ng ua ge s )  a move u n t h i n k a b l e  
t i l l  t h a t  t i m e  i n  S i n d h .  S h e  w a s  a l so a r rested o n .sa me day .  

The d i ssat i sfa ct ion  of  Sher  M o h a m m e d  M a rr i  a nd o t h e rs 
over  a cease fi re i n  1969,  betwe e n  t h e  B a l o c h  m i l i ta nts a n d 
t h e  gove r n m e n t  brought  a n  i n te rn a l  r i ft w it h i n  BSO a n d  
the  s tudent  sympa t h i z e rs o f  d is s id e n t s  fo rmed a n  'on ti
Sordor' ( C h i e ft a i n )  g ro u p  i n  t h e  o rga n i z a t i o n .  I n i t i a l ly, t h e  
d is s idents  wanted · to stay wit h i n  BSO b u t  a s  t h e  
d iffe re nces  s h a rpened ,  they  broke  a w a y  a nd fo rmed a 
separate gro u p  850-A womi, i n c l i n e d  towards t he 
l i berat ion  of  B a l o c h ista n through  a rm e d  strugg l e .  

T h e  BSO b e c a m e  t h e  major  fo rce i n  p rovi d i n g  t he ca d re fo r 
t h e  Ba loch  i n s u rge ncy of  1973-1977 .  The  t h e n  BSO 
pres ident  K h a i r  J a n  Ba l o ch, i n  a n  i n t e rv iew with  America n 
scho la r Se l i g  H a rr i son c l a i m e d  t h a t  ' h e  got  m o re t h a n  300 
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BSO m e m b e rs fo r a rm ed struggle a n d  h e  could get more i f  
they had  g u ns ' .  

Accord i n g  to  one  esti m a te fro m 1967  to 1981, mJe than  
25 ,000 B a l och e n ro l l e d  themse lves as  BSO mem bers.  

/ 

Dur ing the  G e n era l  Z i a  pe r iod,  when  the  gove rn m e n t  had / 
offe red m a n y  concess ions  to Ba loch na t iona l isl'S, tak ing  fu l l  
adva ntage of  th is ,  BSO gave its ca d re po li t ica l t ra i n i ng a n d  
in  so m e  cases com bat  t ra i n i ng  as  we l l .  I n  m id 1980s, the  
BSO c l a i m e d  a m e m be rs h i p  of  4 ,300 and  was  o rga n ized i n  
fo rty s i x  u n its a l l  ove r Ba loch ista n a n d  i n  a few ca m p uses 
o f  S i n d h .  I t  was p u b l i s h i ng m a n y  reg u l a r  a n d  spec ia l  
p u b l icat ions .  BSO and its b rea k-away fa c-t ion  BSO-Awa m i  
were p u re ly Ba loch nat iona l ist  org a n iza t ions  a n d  were free 
of  be ing  the  s tudent  fro nts of  any  spec i fic  po l i t ica l pa rty, 
a l tho ugh some of its ear l i e r  l e a d E! rs . were NAP 
sym path i zers .  The NAP  lead ersh ip  i n i t i a ted negot iat i o n s  
with G e nera l  Z i a ,  a fter  he overthre w · t h e  B h u tto 
gove rn m e n t .  The m o re m i l it an t  BSO workers saw i t  a s  a 
co m p ro m ise o n  p a rt of  the  t r iba l  ch iefs ' ,  so aga i n  i n  M a rc h  
1 9 78, the  BSO b ro k e  in  t w o  fa cti o n  a n d  the  new fa cti o n  
was fo rmed with  Raz iq B ugt i  a s  P res ident  a n d  Hab ib  J a l i b 
Ba loch as its G e ne ra l  Secreta ry.  I n  J u ly t h e  s a m e  yea r, both  
were inv i ted to the  Wo r ld  Co ng ress o f  S tude nts i n  the  
Cuba n capita l of  Hava n a  but  the  gove r n m e n t  d id not  i ssue  
them pass ports .  

U n d e r  Raz iq  Bugti ,  BSO became p a rt of Pa k ist a n  Federa l  
U n ion o f  S tudents,  a Pa kista n leve l s tude nts' coa l i t ion with  
Com m u n ist i nfl u e nce .  Later  i n  h is  op posit io n to Nawa b 
Akba r Bugt i ,  a n d  afte r  exper imentat ion  with  a few po l i t i ca l  
part ies, he beca m e  the officia l  spo kesperson of  
Ba loch ista n gove r n m e n t  under  G e n e ra l  M usha rraf and was  
g u n ned  down,  a l l ege d ly by  the  Ba loc h  m i l i ta nts .  H a b i b  
J a l i b  Ba loch wrote a c o u p l e  of  books on  Ba loch issues a nd 
jo ined  a Ba loch  m a i nstream par l ia m e n t a ry pa rty; he was 
a lso g u n ned down in Quetta . 
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The e m e rgence of S indh i  students' mob i l i zation  on the  
nationa l ist g round d u ri ng  the l a te 1960s saw the  
react ivated demand of a sepa rate prov ince of  Ka rach i, th i s  
t ime by NSF ( Kazm i  g roup ) .  

' 

O n  the completion of ten years in  power, the Genera l  Ayu b  
reg ime decided to m a r k  the Decade o f  Deve lopment i n  
1968, i n  opposition  to it, NSF  a n nou nced to o bserve 
Decade of Decadence,  and  sa botage m a n y  offic ia l  
p rograms,  espec ia l ly in  Karach i .  

I n  1 968, students  of Karach i  under  the b a n n e r  of  NSF ,  
observed a 'Dema nds' week'  a n d  sooner  it  w ith  the 
pa rt ic i pation of the i nd ustri a l  la bor, teachers,  l awyers, 
doctors, peasants and pol it ical  workers,  beca me a 
countrywide m ass move ment  aga inst the m i l ita ry 
d ictatorsh ip  of Ayu b  Kha n a n d  c u l m i nated in h is downfa l l .  
The m a i n  dema nds  o f  students  were a bout  free educat ion 
u p  to matr icu lat ion,  low cost syl la bus  boo ks, concession s  
in  b u s  fa res a nd the e n d  o f  the Un iversity O rd i nance .  

Du ri ng  the  Demands' Week, whole Karach i  came to a 
s tandst i l l  and  a cricket match between  Pa k ist a n  a n d  
Commonwealth tea m s  w a s  a lso d isrupted.  

After the  fa l l  of Genera l  Ayu b  Khan,  a nother m i l ita ry ru le ,  
under Genera l  Ya hya Khanwas  i m posed on the country .  
B h utto was fly ing h igh i n  newly p ro-Socia l is m  and the  a nt i
I nd ia tendenc ies i n  the western wing  of the country .  The 
period of 1968 to 1972,  witnessed the sha rpest ideo logica l  
d iv is ion in  the  country, where the  rig h t  w ing  J a maat- i 
l s lami ,  with its stude nts' w ing  IJT was p itched aga inst t he 
p ro-Soc ia l i sm p a rt ies a nd people .  Awa m i  League,  under  
Sh e i k h  M uj ib  u r  Reh m a n  i n  the  E a stern w ing  ( now 
Ba ngladesh)  and  the P P P  under  B hutto i n  the western w ing  
were the i r  m a i n  ta rgets .  

Dur ing the emergence of m i l itant  Be nga l i  nat iona l i sm i n  
late 1960s, NSF lost its grounds in  Eastern w ing  to the 
students' w ing  of Awa m i  League.  
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On 4th J a n u a ry 1969, students' o rgan izations  in E ast Benga l  
fo rmed Sarbadaliya Chhatra Sangram Parishad (A l l  Part ies 
Students'  Res ista nce Counc i l )  and p resented their  1 1-point  
cha rter.  As t he m i l i t a ry act ion l oo ked inevita b le ,  most  of 
the leaders h i p  of the student o rg a n izat ions  had left the  
ha l l s by 2 5•h M a rc h .  

A s  t h e  b a n  o n  po l iti c a l  a n d  stude nts' activ ities  l i fted o n  151 
January 1970, the left ist  students ha i led the New Yea r  with  
a torch- l ight  p rocess ion at  m i d n ight, ra is ing  s loga ns  in  
favo r of Red Revo lut ion .  N ext day, the  East  Pa kista n 
Students League he ld  a p u b l ic  m eet ing, where leaders  
de l ivered speeches i n  favor of  Awa m i  League,  espec ia l ly of  
i ts  S ix-po ints .  

At  1 .30  a . m .  o n  26th M a rc h  197 1, the  a rmy att a c ked I q b a l  
H a l l  a n d  Jaga nath  H a l l ,  the  two la rgest d o rm itor ies o f  
D h a k a U n iversity a nd k i l l e d  m a n y  students by com plete ly  
gutti ng both ha l l s .  I n  h is re port about the ra id  on 30th 
M a rch, The Daily Telegraph correspondent  S i m o n  D ri ngs,  
d escri bed the s i tuat ion i n  t hese wo rds, ' led by A m e rican
supp l ied  M-24 World War  I I  ta n ks, one  co l u m n  of  troops 
sped to Dacca U n iversity short ly a fter m id n ight .  Troops 
took over the  Brit is h Counc i l  l i b ra ry (s i tuated with in  the 
cam pus)  a n d  used it  a s  a fire base fro m which to she l l  
nearby d o rm itory a reas .  Caught  com plete ly  by surprise, 
some 200 students we re k i l led in I q b a l  Ha l l , t h e  
head q u a rters of  t h e  a nt i -gove rn m e nt st udents' u n i o n .  Two 
days l a ter, bodies  were st i l l  smou lder ing in burnt  out  
roo ms, others were sca ttered outside,  more f loated i n  a 
nearby l a ke .  At a nother  h a l l , re portedly so ld iers bur ied the  
dead in  a hast i ly  dug m ass g rave wh ich  was  t h e n  b u l l
dozed over by ta n ks .  Peop le l iv ing near  the U n ivers ity 
were caught in  the  fi re too, a nd 200 yards of  sha nty 
houses runn ing a longs ide a ra i lway l ine  were destroyed' .  

Archer  B lood,  t h e  then  U S  Consu l  Genera l  a t  D h a ka ,  writes 
in  h is  book, The Cruel Birth of Bangladesh, ' F i re wa s 
sta rted a t  Ro keya H a l l  (g i r ls' Dorm itory) a nd ,  when the  
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students tr ied to esca pe, the  m i l it a ry started fi r ing .  Fro m 
the  co nve rsat ion  of  m i l i ta ry control  roo m  a nd Army U n it 
88, a tota i of 300 students' d e a t h  was esti m ated . '  

Governor  Genera l  T i kka  K h a n  o rd e red U n ive rs ity 
d e p a rtment  heads  to jo i n  work from 21st Apr i l  a nd o t h e r  
teachers on 1st J u ne .  Acco rd ing  t o  h is o rd e rs, c lasses  m ust 
b e  started from 2"d August.  A l l  the  d o rm i to ries  were 
c l e a n e d .to remove a ny s ign of  d estruct ion  to show a q u ite 
fi ne  ed ucat io na l  e nv i ro n me n t  a t  the  U n ivers ity to the 
i nternat iona l  co m m u n ity.  A l l  exa m i nat ions  were 
postponed due t o  c ri s i s  a nd a ttenda nce i n  c l a sses wa s ve ry 
t h i n  at that  per iod .  I nt e rest ing ly, as t h e  w a r  i ntensif ied 
u n t i l  Septembe r, a tte n d a nce in the c l asses  a lso increased .  
As m a ny students  had  j o i ne d  Mukti Bahini, they  b la sted 
h a n d  g re n a des nea r the U n ive rsity a nd q u ick ly  e n te red 
c l a sses .  

Ka lya n Cha u d h u ry, wr i tes  i n  h is book Genocide of 
Bangladesh, ' . . .  Some a rmy offi ce r  ra ided Ro keya H a l l  o n  71h  
O ctober  1971.  Acco m p a n ie d  by fi ve so ld ie rs ,  M aj o r  As l a m  
h a d  fi rst v is i ted t h e  hoste l ' o n  3 'd Octo ber a n d  asked t h e  
s u p e ri ntendent  t o  s u pp ly  some g ir ls  who c o u l d  s i n g  a n d  
d a nce  at a fu nct ion t o  be he ld  i n  Tejga o n  Ca nto n m e n t .  The 
s u p e r in tendent  to ld h im that  m ost of  the g i r l s  h a d  left t h e  
hoste l ,  a fte r  the  d istu rba n ce s  a n d  o n l y  40 students  were 
res i d i ng but  a s  a s u pe ri nt e n d e n t  of  a g i rl s''" h ostel ,  s h e  
s h o u l d  n o t  a l low them to go  to the  cantonment  fo r t h is 
p u r pose .  D issat isfied ,  M aj o r  Asl a m  we n t  a way.  Soon  a fter, 
the  su per intendent  i nfo rmed a h igher  m i l ita ry offi cer  i n  
t h e  canto n m e nt, over  t h e  te le p ho ne, of  M aj o r' s  m issi o n .  
H o wever, o n  7th Octo ber, a t  a bo u t  8 p . m .  M a j o r  Asl a m a n d  
h i s  m e n  ra ided  t h e  hoste l .  T h e  so ld ie rs broke o p e n  the  
d o o rs, d ragged the  g i r l s  o u t  a nd s t r i pped  them before 
ra p i ng a n d  tort u ri ng t h e m  in fro n t  of  the h e l p less  
s u pe ri n te ndent .  The e nt i re t h i n g  -.yas done so  o p e n ly 
w i thout  a ny p rovocat ion,  tha t  even t h e  Ka ra c h i - based 
n ewspaper  Dawn,  had  t o  p u bl i sh  the  story, v io lat ing  
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censorsh ip  by the mi l ita ry a uthorities .  Withi n  seven days 
of surrender  by the Pakistan Army, about 300 gir ls  were 
recovered from d iffe rent  p laces a round Dacca, where they 
had been taken away a n d  kept confi ned by Pakistan i  a rmy 
men.  O n  261h December, a ltogether 55 emaciated a n d  ha l f
dead g i rl s  o n  the verge of m e nta l dera ngement were 
recovered by the Red Cross with the he lp  of Mukti  Bah in i  
and a l l ied forces from variou s  h ideouts of  Pa kistan a rmy i n  
Naraya nganj .. _Dacca canto nment  a nd other sma l l  towns  on  
the per iphery of Dacca c ity.' 

As SNSF, the S indh based student front of CPP, opposed 
the mi l ita ry operation i n  Be nga l, through · ci rc u lat ing 
pa m ph lets and  wal l-chalking, l a rge n umber  of its  members 
inc lud ing few centra l leaders, i n  fear  of mi l ita ry 
suppression, q u it the o rgan isation .  To overcome the l a rg e  
nu mber o f  defection s  a n d  r u n  the organisation, pa rty 
nominated Sohai l  Sangi, its d iehard worker a n d  a c lose 
re lative of Jam Saqi, the fou n d ing President  of S NS F, a n d  
now dec lared  a n  a bs conder  b y  a mi l itary cou rt for 
opposing Bengal  operation, to run  the orga n isation with 
the su pport of few remain in g  comrades.  

A few days aft.er the ge..'le ra l  e le cti ons  of 1970, the Board 
of I ntermediate and Secondary E d u cation in  Sindh tried to 
'rectify the a nomaly c reated by Brigad ie r  Tikka Kha n,  the 
Marti a l  Law admin istrator Hyderabad i n  1959'. The Boa rd 
introd uced Sindhi as  its offic ia l  la nguage a nd made it 
compu lsory for students of 9th, 101h, 11th and 12th c lasses 
to appear i n  S indh i  language as  non-mother tongue.  The 
Sindhi  students were to read U rd u  as a non-mother tongue 
subject. On the ca l l  of Majlis-i-Tahaffuz-i-Urdu and Muhajir 

Tulba Mahaz, the Mohajirs of Hyderabad, observed a 
complete strike to express  their  opposition to said 
deve lopment. 

Aftermath of the independence of Bangladesh brought 
more fractiona l ization within the left, which was obvious 
from the va rious factions  of NSF in early 1972. Now it had 
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four  m ajor g roups identi fied by their  leaders' na mes such 
as M a i raj g ro up, Kazmi G roup, Rasheed group  a nd Ba ri 
g roup a nd because of the d i sun ity a mong  the leftist 
students' o rga n ization s, IJT m a n a ged to sweep the 
studen ts' u n ion  election s  at the University of Ka rach i  i n  
1969,  1970 a n d  1971 .  That  defeat gave .an awa ken ing  ca l l  
to NSF  a n d  it opened negotiat ions with n at iona l ist Ba loch 
Students' O rganisat ion { BSO) a nd Punja bi  Students 
Association { PSA) a nd won the most of seats in  col lege 
e lection s  but once aga in lost Universities of Ka rach i  a n d  
Punja b  t o  IJT. 

1972, saw the consol idation of B hutto's power a n d  being 
t ired  of the d i sobeying  nature of NSF, which was fol lowin g  
the d iscipl ine o f  its underg round  Soci a l ist  m other-party 
i nstead of Bhutto, so the PPP formed its own student wing 
Peoples' Students' Federation (PSF) .  The Jamaat-i- lslairli's 

opposition to the l ibera l pol ic ies of B h utto l eft a d i rect 
i m pact on  campus  pol it ics i n  the big c it ies a nd its student 
wing IJT dominatE!d u niversities i n  Karachi  a n d  Lahore. I n  
this ons la ught NSO a lso crumbled i n  Punja b .  

I n  1972,  a S indh b ased Jeay S i n d h  Students' Federatio n  
was formed, which suppo rted the i ndepe ndence o f  S indh, 
pleaded by G .  M .  Syed . Since its ea rly d ays, t he workers of 
th is  orga nisat ion lacked d isc ip l ine a n d  soon cam � under  
state repression .  

The d ishea rtened e lements of PSF, NSO a nd the 
independent leftists sat together and formed a loosely 
d isc ip l ined L ibera l Students' O rga n izati o n  in 1973-74 a n d  
became the lead ing  force i n  a n  a nti-UT a l l i ance P rogress ive 
Students' Al l i a n ce ( PSA) . 

Day by day, the urban a reas  of the cquntry were becom i n g  
t h e  center o f  r ight-wi ng polit ics il n d  the educat iona I 
i nstitutions were a lso reflecti ng the same t rend .  I n  1976 
students' u n ion e lect ions, for the first t ime the Gordon  
Col lege Rawalp ind i  was  won  by IJT. 
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After  the  genera l  e lecti o n s  in 1977, the r ight wing  Pa kista n 
Nat iona l  A l l i ance  with J a m a at- i- l s la m i  a nd M us l i m  League, 
gu id ing the i r  st ude nts' wi ngs, l a unched a n  agitat ion, fi rst 
on the p retext of rigg ing  in  the  genera l  e lect ions and later 
on the e nforce ment  of  I s l a m i c  system i n  the country.  This 
agitat ion  c u l m inated  i n  a nother  M a rt ia l  Law i n  the 
co untry, i m posed by G e n e ra l  Z iaon  5th J u ly 1977.  

Gene ra l  Zia got po l it ica l legit im a cy fro m J a m a a t-i - l s la m i  
and  p a i d  back fo r i t  by g iv ingan o p e n  h a n d  t o  its stude nts' 
wing IJT, wh ich  t h rough its 'Th under  Sq uads' ,  u n leashed 
.wave o f  terror  aga inst  its opponents in e d ucat iona l  
i nsti t utio ns.  

To fa ce t h is cha l le nge, i n  1978 N S F, PSF,  LSO a nd P u njab  
Un ion  o f  Stude nts' fo rmed the  Punjab  P rogressive 
Stude nts' A l l ia n ce ( P PSA) at P u nja b U n ive rsity, G o rd o n  
Col lege Rawa l p i n d i  a nd Qua i d- i -Aza m U n iversityls la m a ba d . 

Resentment  to the  s u p press ion by G e nera l  Zia gove r n m e n t  
caused  the defeat  of  I JT i n  m a n y  col leges of  La h ore, 
Rawa l p i n d i  a n d  I s l amabad .  This was the wo rst defeat  for 
the r ight-wing IJT, s ince  i t  took over these i n st itutes i n  
1972.  

O n  1 1th J u ne 1978,  Altaf H u ssa in ,  Azim A h m ed Ta r iq ,  
Hassam Udd in · a nd others formed Al l  Pa kista n M o haj i r  
Students' O rg a nizat ion (APMSO)  i n  Karach i  with ear l ie r  
m e m be rsh i p  inc luded s o m e  former  I JT  a n d  p rogress ive 
workers.  The A P M SO c la imed  to ho ld  progressive v iews 
a n d  wanted to work fo r M ohaj i r  students, who, according 
to i ts  c la i m  had s u ffered due to q uota system in  
ed ucat io na l  i n st i tutes a n d  the  government  jobs,  
i nt roduced by the  B h utto gove rnment and P u njab 's  
po l i t ica l a n d  e co n o m ic hege m o n y .  

I n  t he wave of  c a m p u s  v io le nce, ,the U n iversity of K a rach i  
ho ld u n ion  e lecti o ns i n  1978,  when t i le  jo int  P res ident ia l  
ca nd idate o f  p rog ressive and l i bera l  students'  forces, 
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M u stafa i n  Kazmi  w o n  the  ba l lot  b u t  l a t e r  w a s  i nj u red i n  a n  
attack b y  the  I J T  t h u n d e r  s q u a d .  

T o  p rotest aga inst  t h e  a l leged m isbehav ior  w i t h  Sh i ri n  
Soo mrn, a student  o f  Peo ples' Med ica lCo l lege, 
Nawa bsha h, by a serving Pa k ista n Army Major K ifayat, the 
students of J a m shoro ca m p us  came out and b l ocked the 
Nationa l  H ighway. O n  3'd . O cto ber  1978, the fi rst day of 
the protest,  180 stu dents  o f  overa l l  350, were a rrested a n d  
later  cha rged fo r k i l l i ng a n  a rmy recru it .  A l though,  m a ny 
students we re released w i th in  short ti m e but  3 3  a m ong 
them were sentenced fo r long i m pr iso n me nts i n c l u d i n g  l ife 
sentence .  Later, gove r n m e n t  const i tuted a j u d ic i a l  t r i buna l  
under '  J ustice ( R )  Fa k h u r u d d i n  G I b ra h i m  a n d  o n  its 
recom mendat ion  re leased s ix  m o re students .  Two of the  
sentenced students  A l i  Hyd e r  Shah  a n d  Qa d i r  B a k h s h  Jato i  
were sent  into ex i le  o n  the  d � m a n d  o f  P IA p lane h ijackers 
in  M a rc h  1981.  Someti m e  la ter, Shah was a rrested ,  when  
h e  ret u rned back to a n d  kept  i n  pr i son ti l l  1989 ,  when 
Benaz i r  B h u tto gover n m e n t  re leased h im .  T h e  seco n d  
ex i led  st udent  Jato i  sett led i n  E u rope  a n d  c a m e  back  
home,  a ft e r  As i f  Zard a ri fo rmed  gove rnment  in  2008.  

In  1979 u n io n  e lecti o n s, the p rogre ssive fo rces won a l l  
major  posts i n  Ka rac h i  U n ivers i ty except  t h e  Pres ide nt,  
w h i c h  was wo n by IJT cand idate  H ussa i n  H a q a n i  ( l a ter  
j o i ne d  both Nawaz  Sha reef · a nd Be n a z i r  B h u tto 
gove r n m e nts and la stly b e ca m e  Pak istan  a m b a ssador  i n  
U SA u n d e r  Za rdar i  gove r n m e n t ) .  I t  was H a q a n i  who 
i nt ro d uced the  latest a rms  i n  t h e  U n ive rs i ty o f  Karach i .  

B h utto's  ove rthrow a n d  J a ma a t- i - t sl a m i  growing  i nfl u e n ce 
ove r G e ne ra l  Z ia gove rn m e n t, gave IJT the  space to 
beco m e  a m o re v io lent  o rga n i zat ion ,  especia l ly in  Ka rach i  
aga i nst  APMSO a n d  PSF ,  whose  m a ny workers were 
a rrested ,  tort u re d  a n d  flogged, because o f  t h e i r  a ffi l i a t ion  
with  P P P .  

. 
t . 
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O n  gth August 1980;"Nazir  Abbass i  the centra l  president  of 
SNSF a nd a Centra l  Comm ittee m e m be r  of the Comm u n ist 
Pa rty of Pa kistan was tortu red to death at  the M a ur ipur  
torture c a m p, Karach i ,  run  by I S i .  He  was a rrested on 301h 
J u ly, 1980, from a pa rty-owned house i n  Karachi ,  a long  
wi th  h is comrades. 

Belongi_ng to a poor fa m i ly  of  Tando Al la hyar near  
Hyderabad,  Na z i r  was  a street vendor  dur ing  h i s  ch i ldhood 
a :id teenage.  He jo ined a S indh i  nat iona l ist o rgan izat ion 
'Azad Maroarha Students' Federation ' i n  his teenage a nd 
sat for in a h u nger strike a n d  was a rrested i n  1969, wh i le  
he was  a s tudent  in the first year  of  col lege. This was h is  
first a rrest. I n  p rison, he  was  a ttracted to  the Com m un ist 
ideology and pol it ics and a fter h is  release joined S NSF, a . 
students' wing of  the Com m u n ist Party of Pa kistan .  H e  was 
a rrested aga i n  d ur ing the c iv i l i a n  ru le  of B h utto. Si n d h i  
writer Ta r iq  Ashraf has  recorded in  h is p rison da i ry t h a t  
during  h i s  twenty two mont.h s  i n  p rison he 'd id not ·meet  a 
more sober pol i t ica l  prisoner  than  N az i r  Abbass i .  

Naz i r  Abbassi  married fe l low Com rade H a m id a  G h a ngh ro 
a n d  the i r  o n ly d a ughter was n a med Zarqa, a fter the  
legen d a ry Pa lest i n i an  fighter.  

During Z ia M a rt i a l  Law, he  was a rrested in  May1978 in .  the 
Ha/cha/ pamph let case a nd was kept atnotorious tortu re 
c a m p  Qul l i  Camp,  Quetta. He was released, when h i s  wife 
a pproached S indh High Court for h is  d isa ppeara nce but  
was  warned by  m i l it a ry offic ia ls  that  i f  he cont inued h i s  
po1 iti<;s,-:_he w i l l  face t h e  worst. 

After tortu re to death, his rema ins  were not h a nded over 
to h is fam i ly a nd he was bu ried a t  Sakh i  Hassan G raveyard 
Karach i ,  by the security offi : i;:i ls .  H i s  wife i n  a writ  pet i t ion 
to the S indh H igh Cou rt, accused Brigadier  lmtiaz  a nd 
other 15 1  offic ia l s  b ut never got the just ice . ' 

To counter  the UT ons laught, a l l  o rg an izations explored 
and n u rtured the i r  own m i l ita nt  workers.  Besides some 
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Ba loch a nd  Pashtoon workers, Ka rach i saw e m e rgence of 
Sa l am U l l a h  T ipu,  who had jo ined NSF in m id-1970s but i n  
1977  h a d  switched over to PSF .  

' 

D u ring th is  t ime UT leaders h i p  was seen  p u rchas ing 
soph isticated a rm s, especia l ly a ssa u l t  rifl e  AK  47 from the  
Afg h a n  traders, who had  purchased th i s  wea ponry from 
the so ca l led Afghan  M uj ah id in ,  su pposedly to fight  aga inst 
the Soviet a rmy with' the su pport of America n C IA a n d  
other  im peria l ist forces .  These wea pons  were find ing  the i r  
desti nation  i n  Karach i ;  where 1980,  saw a rmed att acks  by 
I JT o n  progressive students, k i t t i ng one activist Qadeer  
Abid .  As a reaction ,  the a nti-UT students' bodies,  
e s peeia l ly  PSF, started gett ing weapons,  from the  same 
Afg h a n  t raders of  Peshawar .  Few months  a fter  the death 
of  Qadeer Abid ,  the  PSF  wor,kers led by Ti pu, reta l iated a nd 
k i l l ed  a n  UT m i l ita nt  .Hafiz  Shah id .  As UT registered t h e  
m u rder  case against  Tipu,  he  escaped first t o  Peshawar 
a nd than  secret ly  crossed border  to Afghan istan ,  where he  
jo ined M u rta za and  S h a hnawaz B h utto, son s  of Zu l fi qa r  A l i  
B hutto, who had formed m i l itan t  outfit, recru it ing most of 
its  m e m bers from PSF.and  SPSF. 

One of the earl iest com ma ndos of this gro u p  i n  Kabu l  was 
Raja ' Anwar, a former NSF  act ivist, who later  jo ined the 
PPP .  After Bhutto's fa l l  'from the power, Raja  organ ized 

' m a ny p rotests, ma in ly  with the support of h is contacts i n  
P S F  P u nja b b u t  a s  t h e  m i l itary h u n t  for h i m  intens ified ,  h e  
e·scaped to Kabu l ,  where a fter some t ime he  developed 
d ifferences with M u rtaza B hutto a nd was  a rrested . 

I n  late 1980, the  AZO, formed by M u rtaza B h utt o, after  the  
h ijack ing sta rted i ts  activit ies i n  Pa k ista n ;  the m ost daring  
a ttack was  by  La la  As l a m ,  a former  m e m ber  of SPSF  o n  
Genera l  Zia i n  Karach i ,  who wa s accompa nying the Pope 
Pau l  o n  171h February 1 9 8 1 .  G e nera l  Zia escaped u n h u rt as  
the bomb we n t  off a t  a check ing po int, set by security 
forces to sea rch the people  coming for the cere m o n i a l  
p rogra m .  
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On 2 51" February 1981 ,  K a rach i U n iversity stud e n t  Nas i r  
J ama l  was e lected PSF  K a rac h i  P res ident .  Ve ry next  day of  
h i s  e lecti o n ,  on  261h  February, worke rs of P S F  a nd UT 
c lashed near  the Kara c h i U n iversity, i n  which an I JT worke r 
d i e d .  The pol ice n o m i n ated s i x  PSF  worke rs i n c l u d i ng Nas i r 
J a m a l, who i n  h i s  run  fro m t h e  secu rity fo rces; c a m e  i n  
contact w i t h  Sa l am U l l a h  Ti p u  a n d  j o i n e d  h i m  i n  the  
h ij ack ing  of  P IA p lane .  

O n  2"d M a rch 1981 ,  T ipu, N a s i r  and  Arshad  A l i  Khan  Tagi  
h ijacked a P IA  fl ight fro m Karachi  to Pesh awa r, fi rst t h e  
p l a n e  was brought t o  Ka b u l, where M u rtaza  a nd t h e n  
Afghan  i n te l l ige nce age n cy KHAD ch ief  D r .  Naj i b  U l l a h  m e t  
t h e  h ija ckers a t  t h e  Ka b u l  a i rport; a fterwa rd t h e  p l a n e  f lew 
to Syri a n  capita l  D a m ascus .  After  negotia t i o n s, this 
h ijack ing  resulted i n  the re lease o f  dozens  of  po l i t ica l 
p riso ners i n c lud ing  s tude nts' l eaders fro m M a rt i a l Law 
capt iv ity .  The  aftermath  of  th i s  h ijack ing  saw the  wors t  
m a ss a rrest ing  a nd tort u re o f  t h e  po l it i ca l  a ct iv ists  o f  a l l  
shades  i n  t h e  co u ntry.  

On 2"d  M a rch, s tudents  o f  S i n d h  Agr icu l ture U n iversity 
Ta n d o  J a m  near H yd e ra b a d ,  boycotted the i r  c l a sses a n d  
exa m i nat ions .  They brought  o u t  a ra l ly  which b locked t h e  
traff ic o n  Hydera b a d - M i rp u rkhas  roa d  a nd s e t  o n  fire a 
t ruck .  The po l ice a rrested ten  s tudents .  

At K a ra c h i U n ivers i ty, t h e  P rogress ive A l l i ance h a d  se i zed  to  
ex ist  i n  fa ce of  dua l  ons l a ught  by government  and  I JT .  I n  

response to th i s  w i ther ing away of  progressive u n i ty, a 
sen ior  p rog ressive i n te l lectua l  a n d  K a rach i U n i ve rs i ty 

1 teacher  Dr .  Za fa r  Ar if  s tarted lobbying fo r a n e w  
a l ternative .  I n  a me eti ng i n  early 198 1 a t  h i s  resi d e n ce,  t h e  
U n ited Students' Move m e n t  ( U S M )  ca m e  into  be i ng,  wh ich  
i n cl uded JSSF ,  DSF, BSO,  P kS F, PSA  and  outs ide s u p po rt of  
A P M SO .  For th is a nd other  a nt i - reg i m e  act iv it ies ,  D r .  Zafa r 
A ri f  was expe l led fro m t h e  U n i ve rs i ty a n d  later  a rrested .  
The U S M  had  a two-t ie r  strategy, of  p rese n t i n g  an  
a l te rn ate e lectora l o pt i o n  to  the  r ight  wing  I JT  a nd 
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showi n g  some m u sc les to the  UT Th u n d e r  S q u a d s .  O n  the 
other  h a n d ,  PSF  a nd NSF  fo rmed Tuliba Jamhoori Mahaz 
{Students '  Democra t ic Fro n t )  in s a m e  u n ivers ity a n d  
a n n ou nced i t s  s u p po rt for USM i n  t h e  u n i o n  e lect ions .  
D u ring  th i s  t i m e, UT Thunder  Squad  k i l l ed  a USM act iv ist 
Shouka t  Chee ma ,  a fo rmer  UT Th u n d e r  S q u a d  m e m be r, 
who had  jo ined U S M .  

I n  t h e  ne igh bori ng N E D U nivers i ty o f  E n g i n e e ri n g  & 
Techno logy, a s e p a ra te stude nts' body, t h e  P rogressive 
Students' Federat ion  wa s fo rmed with t h e  s u p p o rt of PSF ,  
NSF  and BSO.  

On 191h M ay, over 300 s tudents of  d i ffe re n t  co l l eges, 
gathered a t  Sc ienceCol lege a n d  p ro tested in Quetta a n d  
d e l ivered speeches a ga i nst  t h e  gove r n m e nt .  T h e  p rotest i n g  
stude nts made  h ostage t h e  prin c i p a l  a n d  o t h e r  co l lege 
teachers .  The po l ice f ired tear  gas  she l ls  to  rescue the 
fa cu l ty a n d  a rrested few stude nts .  

On t h e  stude n ts' u n i o n  e lecti o n  day  o f  1981,  v io lence 
e ru pted  i n  Karach i  U n iversity a n d i nt e n s if ied f ir i n gfo r ha l f  
a n  h o u r  left m a n y  s tudents  of  both s i des  i nj u re d . An  UT 
worke r was cr i t i ca l ly wounded  who l ater  s u ccu m b�d to h i s  
in ju r ies  i n  a hosp i ta l .  

Th is v io lent  c l a s h  s a w  t h e  expu l s ion  of  a nt i - U T  stude nts 
fro m the Karach i U n iversity espec i a l l y  the m e m be rs of 
AP M SO, whom UT cons idere d  the b iggest t h re a t  a s  it was 
penetra t i n g  i n to  the Moha j i r  s tud e n ts,  fo r m er ly  l e d  by UT. 
D u r i n g  t h i s  o n s l a ught ,  the APMSO ch ief  A l taf  H u ssa i n  was 
a lso ba rred from e nter ing  the U n ive rs ity, who l a te r  fo rmed  
M o haj i r  Qa u m i  Movement  ( M QM ) ,  u l t i m ate ly t ra n sfo rmed 
i n to M u t a h i d a  Qa u m i  M ovement .  

·, 

O n  101h J u ne 1981, H a m ee d  B a l och,  a n  active m e m be r  of  
BSO was ha nged i n  Machh J a i l  o n  t h e  verd ict  by a M i l i ta ry 
Court .  I n  h i s l ast w i l l ,  wr i t ten e ight  h o u rs befo re h is  dea th ,  
he  wrote ' a t  t h e  moment  a rm e d  pe rso n a l s  a re g u a rd i n g  m e  
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but I have no guilt of my po litical thoughts that teach m e  
t h a t  slavery i s  a cu rse ...... .......... . ' 

He was accused of attacking a serving Pakistan mil itary 
official but a nother civi l ian was kil led i n  the attack. The 
Pa kista n Army was recruiti ng the Baloch yo uth i nto the 
army of neighboring Gulf co untries, wh ich was opposed by 
BSO. 

The stude nts' u nion elections in 1981 and 1982 were 
d isaster fo r IJT, which it lost bad ly. This forced the Sindh 
Governor Genera l  S M Abbassi and h is advisors to set 
a bout preparing a nother plan of actio n .  

Gha nsham Pa rkash, the S i n d h  President o f  D S F  was 
arrested in a ra id, cond ucted under M ajor G hafoor i n  
Dece mber 1982 and after keeping in p rison for fifteen 
mo nths, without any tra i l  he was re leased o n  28th M a rc h  
1984. After a week, it was asserted that he a n d  h is 
comrade Shabbir Lashari were released i n  
misundersta nding, s o  on 7th April Shabbir a nd on gth April 
Gha nsham were rea rrested and kept in Nara Jail,  
Hydera bad i n  sol itary confinement, where they started 
h u nger strike. After five days of hu nger strike, on the 
assurance of fellow pol itical p risoners, they b roke their  
fast, but later the prison administration backed-out from 
its promise to end theirsolitary confinement. 

In July 1983, on the instructions of the M a rti a l  law 
autho rities, the Punjab government i m posed a ban on the 
joint progra ms of boys and g irls. Accord ing to the letter 
sent to all ed ucationa l heads, the government thought 
such acts as immo ra l .  

To discourage students from participating in t h e  M R D  
moveme nt, adm issions of 36 stud ents o f  
Peshawa rUniversity a nd K hyberMed icalCollege, Peshawar 
were cance lle d .  They were accused of d istu rb i ng the 
academic atmosphere .  
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The Ka rachi  police kil led a PSF worker l lyas Siddi q u i, i n  a n  
e ncounter a n d  a ll eged that h e  was i nvolved i n  the murder 
of a pro-Zia loca l politicia n  Za hoor ul Hassa n Bhopal i .  l lyas 
was a rrested i n  1980 from a protest ra lly and was 
sente nced for o ne year im priso n m e nt.  One week before 
the completion of his sente nce, he was sent to Damascus 
o n  the demand of the PIA plane h ijackers. 

Sindh Police cla imed that o n  2 7•h Ju ly, it ra ided a va n a n d  
recovered eight hand grenades a n d  h a d  a rrested seve n 
persons i ncluding Pir Salim Sarha ndi, a student activist of 
SPSF, who was asked by the PPP lead ers to mobil ize 
students in Sindh, Mehran and Agricu ltura l U n iversities and 
LiaquatM edicalCol lege for th.e MRD movement. Sa l i m  
a long with h i s  comrades w a s  inca rnated i n  torture ca m ps 
of Hydera bad a nd Karachi. They were asked to confess t h a t  
M a khdoom Khalique Z a m a n ,  a senior PPP leader h a d  gave 
them the bombs. They were sh ifted to Hyderabad Central 
Jai l  o n  2 3•d August. 

In the cefltra l coordination com mittee meeting of t h e  
Shaheed Ahsan Memon Action Committee, i t  was decided 
that the comm ittee will  fully pa rticipate i n  the M R D  
move ment. DSF, SPSF, Progress ive JSSF and JSSF 
{Orga nizing Co mm ittee) were the members of this action 
com m ittee. 

In the 1 98 3  stude nts' unio n  e lecti o ns, IJT faced a tough 
co ntest by t he progressive . e leme nts i n  the 
Punja b U n iversity a nd it lost Quaid-i-Aza m U n iversity a n d  
m a ny col lege seats t o  Punj a b  Progressive Stud ents' 
All ia nce . 

I n  Peshawa r U n iversity Students' U n io n  e lecti ons for 1 98 1-
82  a nd later for 1 9 82-83, Anisa Ze b Ta h irkha il i  of PSF won 
the post of vice president with record votes. Origina lly 
hai l ing from a smal l  vil lage Khalo nea r G ha zi i n  district 
H a ripur, she was a da ughter of a reti red colonel i n  Pa kist a n  
a rmy. After h e r  early education in Rawa lpindi  a nd 
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I s l a m a ba d, she had  jo ined  the  Peshawa r U n iversity fo r h e r  
grad uat ion . 

.... h ose were cruc ia l t imes  a n d  the effects of Afg h a n  wa r 
were hav ing its repercuss ions i n  Peshawa r ca m p us, where 
Jehad i  green att i re of H izb-e- l s l a m i  Afg h a n ist a n  with I JT  
act ivists were  seen a s  reg u l a r  and  ro ut ine  occurrences .  
Because  of  the v io lent  a t t i tude  of  the  riva ls, An i sa  h a d  to  
ca rry a p isto1 in  her  bag whi le  in  the  cam pus.  Once she  
wi th  the  h e l p  of  h e r  friends  fro m the  t ri b a l  a rea b ro ug h t  a 
Ka lashn ikov  rifle in  the  campus  a n d  fired m a ny a e r ia l 
ro u nd s  d u ring  a p u b l ic  meet ing o f  h e r  o rg a n izat ion  P S F .  
After co m p let ing h e r  ed ucat ion,  s h e  beca m e  the  fou n d i n g  
Secreta ry Genera l  of Peo ples' Youth O rg a n izat ion,  m e m b e r  
of t h e  prov inc ia l  asse m b ly, senator  a n d  a federa l  m in ister .  

O n_ 12th Octo ber, Dadu po l ice a rrested fou r  h igh  schoo l  
students  inc lud ing a fe m a le s tudent  Rash ida  P a n hwa r fo r 
creat ing t h e  law a n d  o rd e r  s i tuat ion  a n d  we re sent  t o  
pr iso n .  T h e y  were lead i ng a ra l ly  of.M R D .  

A com plete str ike was obse rved i n  Turbat  Ba loch ista n o n  
12th Dece m be r  1983,  i n  p rotest aga i nst  l a s h e s  t o  sch o o l  
st ude nts .  T h e  w o m e n  of  the city b r o u g h t  o u t  a p rotest  
ra l ly  aga inst  the  act .  · · 

O n  lih J a n u a ry 1984, fo u r  stu d e nts  activists M o h a m m e d  
As l a m  M e m o n, G h u l a m  M ustafa Soho,  F a i z  M o ha m m e d  
Soho  a n d  Nase e r  Ahmed  S o h o  of P rogre ssive J e a y  S i n d h  
Stude nts' Federat ion,  were re leased from Karach i  Centra l  
Ja i l  o n  com plet ing the i r  sentences .  They were a ccused of  
br ing ing out  a ra l ly  i n  sup port of  the Pa lest in ia n s  a n d  
ra is ing a nti -government  s loga ns .  They we re sentenced fo r 
o n e  year im priso n ment .  Two other  students  G h u l a m  
Rasool  Soho a n d  G h a foor  Sho ro, a rrested in  s a m e  case 
we re not re leased .  

O n  22"d J a n ua ry 1984, M a rti a l  Law a uthorities  re leased 
Rashida P a n hwa r, a fe m a le l eader  of  SPSF .  She was 
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a rrested i n  October  1983 fo r lea d i ng a M R D  ra l ly in  d a d u  
a n d  was k e p t  at  Ka ra c h i  centra l j a i l .  

J ust  befo re the  stude n ts' u n i o n  e lecti o n s  i n  1 9 84, t h e  
gove r n m e n t  i m posed b a n  o n  st u d e nts' p o l it ics a n d u n i o n s .  
Stude n ts t h roughout  the  cou ntry p rotested aga i nst t h i s  
a c t i o n  wh ich t o o k  a v i o l e n t  t u r n  i n  Kara c h i  a n d  d u ri n g  the  
two months  l ong  ag itat io n ,  dozens  of  government  veh ic les  
were set on fi re a nd many stude nts a rrested d u ri ng stree t  
f ights w i t h  the  po l i ce .  

O n  2"d J u ne , · m i l ita ry co u rt La rka na,  sente nced t h re e  
students fo r i m p riso n m e nt, l a shes  a n d  f i n e ,  charged of  
making b o m b  on C h a n d ka M ed ica l  Co l lege La rka na  hoste l  
on 1 8th Februa ry 1 9 8 1 .  O n e  of  the  accused was a stu d e n t  
of  t h e  H i g h  School .  

As  the a l ternate o f  stude nts' u n ion ,  the M a rt i a l  Law 
a uthorit ies,  a n n o u nced to fo rm Stude nts' Counc i l s  u n d e r  
M a rti a l  l a w  O r d e r  n o .  2 2 7  b y  the  M a rti a l  Law 
Ad m i n istrator zone  C ( S i n d h ) , i ssued in  the  t h i rd week of  
O ctober .  

O n  17t h  O cto b e r  1 984, a b u s  convey of  S i n d h  and M e h ra n  
U n ivers it ies s tudents,  a ffi l iated with JSSF  a n d  l ed  by its 
Centra l  P res i dent  G u i  M o h a m m ed J a khra n i ,  on t h e i r  way to  
larka n a ,  was sto p ped at Thorh i  ra i lway c ross i ng, by c los ing  
the  c ross ing-gates .  As the  co nvoy sto p ped,  the m i l i t a ry 
p icket o pened  fi r ing ,  without  a ny w a r n i n g  a n d  k i l led f ive, 
i n c l u d i n g  fo u r  stude nts  and one u n ivers ity e m p loyee o n  
spot a n d  i nj u red  dozens  m o re .  The convoy was o n  its way 
to  atte n d  a se m i n a r  on  M o h e n  J o  Daro,  a t  t h e  h isto r ica l  
ru i ns .  

Among  the  k i l l ed ,  A m a n  U l l ah  Wist u ro born i n  1 9 5 8  i n  
Na u s h e h ro Feroz  of  the  Cent ra l  S i n d h, had  j ust passed h is 
BSC exa m i nat i o n  a n d  was keen to beco m e  Geo logist .  
F i ftee n  days after  h i s  m a rtyrdom,  a confo rmat ion  letter of 
h i s  a d m iss ion  in  a B ri t i sh U n ive rsity r!:!ached  h is h o m e .  He 
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had joined JSSF  in 1981 .  He was b uried at h is  a ncestor 
v i l lage. 

Secon d  m a rtyr Anwa r  Al i  Abbasi  was born i n  1962 in 
La rka na  a n d  was a com merce student .  He  had joined JSSF 
in  1 977-78.  A nwar was buried at  Ja mshoro. 

Abd u l  Ma l i k  Khush ik  of  Thatt a  was born in  1964 a n d  was 
first yea r student at Mehra n  U niversity of Eng ineering  a n d  
Technology. He  was buried i n  h is a ncestor v i l l age .  

Zak i riya Memon of v i l lage Darho d istrict Thatta was born 
. 1960 a n d  was the th i rd yea r e ng ineering student  at 

M eh ra n  U n iversity of  E ng inee ring a n d  Techno 'ogy at  the 
t ime of  his m a rtyrdom . He was bu ried in  his a ncestor 
v i l lage.  

M a rtyr Moham med M itha l  B u led i  was a lower g rade 
e m ployee i n  S i nd hUn iversity. He had no  pol itica l affi l ia t ion  
and  was  b u ried at J amshoro. A l though government 
a nnounced a j ud icia l enquiry of the inc ident b ut it was 
neither co m pleted nor its report was made pub l ic. Ka rach i  
Ba r  Association d isclosed i n  i t s  independent  e n q ui ry that  
the  l aw enforcers wanted to a rrest two JSSF  leaders Gu i  
Mo h a m med Jakhran i  and  Satt a r  Mo ria but  o n  spot  88 
students and un iversity staff membe rs we re a rrested . 

I n  1 98 7, the P P P  issued a l ist of pol itica l  a n d  students' 
workers, who had been a rrested i n  ea rly 1980s a n d  few 
a mong them were sti l l  m issing .  They we re fea red to h ave 
been tortured to death .  Most of  them belonged to PSF a nd 
others with BSO a n d  PkSF .  These activists were labe led as  
A Z O terrorists o r  Soviet agents b y  Genera l  Z ia  government .  

I n  the  same yea r of 1987, p ro-Genera l  Z ia Pakista n M us l im 
league revived M us l im Students' Fede ratio n a nd i n  Punjab  
educat iona l  i nstit utes, i t  rep laced the IJT. 

The progressive Jeay S indh  Students' Fede rat ion leader 
Lati f  M a hesa r was re leased on  1 61h may  1985 after  three 
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years .  H e  was a r rested on  2 7th J u ly 1982;  on h is re l ease h e  
d e m a n d e d  re lease  of fe l l ow pr i sone rs.  

Acco rd ing  to an i n d e p e n d e n t  i nvest iga t ion ,  cond ucted i n  
ea rl y  1986,  beca use of oft e n  c losure o f  t h e  ed ucati o n a l  
i n st i t utes,  the  exa m i n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U n iversity o f  Ka rach i  
were two  yea rs b e h i n d  o f  i ts  sche d u le, w h i l e  the  U n ivers i ty  
of  S i n d h ,  L i aqua tMed ica lCo l lege ,  C h a n d k a M e d ica lCo l lege  
and  Agr icu l t u ra l U n ivers ity were  t h ree years beh ind  of  
o rig i n a l  sch e d u le .  Re port stated that  the  majo r ed ucat io n a l  
i nsti tutes  o f  Karach i  were c losed fo r fi ve months  i n  1984 
a n d seve n m o n ths in  1985,  whi le  the  U n iversity of  S i n d h  
Ja mshoro was c losed fo r a l m ost  t w o  years .  

O n  18th June  1988,  the  r iots  s p re a d  a l l  over Hydera ba d ,  
w h e n  S i n d h U n ivers ity s tude nts  ca m e  u n d e r  attack  fro m 
t h e  Hyderabad  M u n ic i p a l  Corpora t i o n  b u i l d i ng .  At l east  
e ight  perso ns k i l l e d  a n d scores  o f  other  i nj u red, desp i te  of  
i m pos i t ion  of  c u rfew by the a d m i n istra t i o n .  The s tudents  
were o n  the i r  way  to  Hydera bad  Press C l u b ,  to  ho ld  a 
d e m o n st rat io n i n  fro n t  o f  i t .  

J ust  o n e  m o n t h  l a ter, M ayor  of  H yd e ra bad,  Aft a b  A h m e d  
S h e i k h  o f  M QM,  wa s at tacked b y  s o m e  u n known pe rso n s  
o n  1 7th J u ly .  M QM b l a m e d  o n  B a s h i r  Ahmed Qu resh i  a n d  
N iaz  Ka l a n i  o f  JSSF  fo r t h e  a ttack .  O n ce a ga i n  Hyd e ra b a d  
t o o k  d e a d  b o d i e s  a n d  suffe red c u rfew.  

I n  1989,  the  fi rst Benaz i r  gove r n m e n t  l i fted  ba n o n  t h e  
stude n ts' po l i t ics  a n d  s t u d e nts '  u n ions  were restored i n  a 
few ca m puses .  I n  Rawa l p i n d i , O k a ra a n d  Southe rn P u njab ,  
I JT  fa ced heavy d efeat by PSF  i n  s tudent  body  e le ct i o n s .  
AtQu a i d - i -Aza m U n ivers i ty l s l a m a bad ,  PSF  with t h e  su p p o rt 
of NSF  a n d  other  progress ive s t u d e nts'  bod ies, routed I JT, 
same t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  i n  Peshawa r U n iversity, w h e re t h e  
na t iona l i st Pa khtoon S tude nts '  Federat ion  stood seco n d .  
Ka ra c h i  a lso wi tn essed t h e  v ict o ry o f  progress ive a n d  
l i bera l  fo rces, where A P M SO routed I JT fro m 
Ka ra c h i U n iversity a n d  PSF  w i th  its adjustm e n t  with  N S F  
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a n d BSO d i d  we l l  in most  of the profess iona l  and  degree 
co l leges .  

The e u phor ia  of ro ut ing I JT fro m most of the i n sti tutes was 
short l ived a n d to grab this vacu u m  c lashes eru pted 
between APMSO and PSF, a l l  ove r the  city i nc l ud ing 
K a rach i  U n ive rs ity, N E D  E ng in eer ing U n iversity a n d  Dow 
Med ica l  Co l lege . As  the MQM q u it the  coa l i t ion  
gove r n m e n t  led by  Benaz i r  Bh utto to jo in  the  o p pos i t ion  
led by Nawaz  Sha rif, the c i ty  wit nessed t h e  worst stud e n ts '  
co nfro ntat ion,  d u r ing which both APMSO and P S F  
abd ucted e a c h  others wo rke rs, tortured t h e m  w i t h  d ri l l i ng 
t h e i r  knees  a n d  other  bones .  M a n y  of t h e  workers of  both  
o rga n iza t ions  los t  the i r  l ives; t h e  most  s ign ifica nt  a m o n g  
t h e m  w a s  t h e  P S F  K a rach i  Pres ident  Najeeb Ahm ed, w h o m  
the  pa rty workers s a w  as the re i nca rnat ion  of T ipu,  w h o  
c o u l d  fa ce A P M S O  w i t h  gun  power. O n  the k i l l i ng o f  
Najeeb,  a rmy w a s  bro ught  i n  to 'ass ist' t h e  c iv i l i a n  
a d m i n istra t i o n .  

I n  such  a vo la t i l e  s i tuat ion, no stude nts' un ion  e lect io n s  
we re h e l d  in  the  rest o f  S i n d h .  T h e  educat iona l  i nst i tutes  
i n  who le  of S indh we re shu t down most  of  t ime because of  
c lashes  i n  Karach i  and  the  wo rst e thn ic c l ashes  betwe e n  
S i n d h i  a n d  M o h a j i r  popu lat io n i n  rest of S i n d h .  

O n  the  o ther  hand  i n  P u njab ,  M S F  w i t h  t h e  support of  t h e  
provi nc i a l  government  u n d e r  Ch ief  M i n i s ter  Nawaz Shar if, 
o nce aga in  b locked IJT fro m  rega i n ing  its lost space .  

After  the  d i s m issa l of the  Bena z i r  government  by P res iren t  
G h u l a m  l sh a q ue Khan  a n d  insta l l a t ion  o f  N a waz Shari f  a s  
P r ime  M i n ister ,  the  struggl e t o  capture Punjab educat i o n a l 
inst i t u tes in ten sif ied between IJT a n d  M S F, which res u l ted  
i n  the  loss  of m a n y  l ives .  

O n  the o ther  h a n d  i n  S i ndh ,  PSF  and SPSF o nce a g a i n  ca m e  
u n d e r  attack  b y  t h e  s i t t ing gove rnment .  M ost not o rious  
cases  were the  a rrest of  two fe ma le  PSF  worke rs Rah i l a  
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Tiwa na a n d  Shah l a  Raza i n  K a ra c h i .  Both of them were 
assa u lted i n  the CID center a n d  l a ter  both beca me Deputy 
Spea ker  of  S i n d h  Asse m b ly .  

I n  the coasta l a rea of S h a h  B u n d a r, n e a r  Thatta ,  a dozen  
SPSF  wo rke rs were k i l l ed  i n  a po l ice e ncounter .  The  
government agenc ies  a l leged tha t  they were AZO recru its  
and  were o n  the i r way to I n d ia fo r terror ism t ra i n i n g .  

T h e  G e ne ra l  M u sha rraf e r a  witnessed the m ost b a rre n 
phase of the stude nts' po l i t ics  i n  the  h istory of Pa kista n .  
T i l l  the l a u nch o f  restorat ion  o f  J u d ic ia ry move m e n t  i n  
2007, th is  fro nt kept s i l e n t  a n d  I JT, P S F  a nd APMSO i n  
Karach i  a n d  I JT a n d  M S F  i n  P u nj a b  ex isted i n  just 
functi o n a ry wa y .  

The  stude nts' o rga n izat ions  i n c l u d ing  PSF, I JT a n d  
re m n a nts o f  N S F  came out  o f  t h e i r  she l l s  a s  G e ne ra l  
M u sha rraf d ism issed t h e  Ch ief  J ust ice l ft i kha r M o h a m m e d  
Cha u d h ry i n  M a rch 2007 a n d  p a rti c ipated  i n  the  agitati on ,  
i n  the  l a ter  ph ase d o m i n ated by the  r ight-wing fo rces. 

Dur i ng  the de mocrat ic  gove r n m e n t of  As if  Al i  Zarda r i ,  
attem pts to revive DSF a n d  NSF were m a d e  b ut i t  could not 
bore resu lts,  as  on  one h a n d  s tude nts were i n c l i n e d  
towa rds the career ism a nd o n  the  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  post
G e n e ra l  Z ia  generat io n of  P a k ista n had bee n comp lete ly  
i ndoctr ina ted i n  the  I s l a m ic J i h a d ists tende ncies a nd is not  
ready to rece ive a n d  a ccept  t he p rogress ive and l i be ra l  
thoug hts .  
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