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Preface 

The editoria ls  publ i shed in this volume wi l l  come as a 
surprise to most readers. Those corning to them for the first 
time wi l l  be amazed by their l iterary quality and political 
consistency, which were the hal lmark of the old The Pakistan 

Times. Even those who remember reading them when they 
first appeared wi l l  be struck by the contrast w ith what passes 
for journal i sm today. 

The Progressive Papers Limited were born in 1946, the 
result of a stray suggestion by Mohammed Al i  J i nnah to the 
effect that a new country needed a new press .  It is ironical 
that the ini tiat ive was taken by Mian Ift ikharuddin-one-tirne 
president of the Punjab Congress,  c lose friend of J awaharlal 
Nehru , and a fel low- traveller of the Communist Party of India 
(CPI). 

When the CPI (unl ike Maulana M audoodi ' s  Jarnaat-i
I s l am )  opted for Pakis tan ,  those of its members and 
sympathisers in  the Punj ab who were of Musl im origin were 
encouraged to j o i n  the M u s l i m  League and he lp  the  
'progress ive forces '  ins ide the organ isation .  Thus,  M ian 
lftikharuddin and Mazhar Ali Khan. among many others
rnost of them l i fe long opponents of the League-found 
themselves temporaril y  inside enemy ranks during the crucial 
1945-47 period. This meant that M ian lftikharuddin was wel l
placed to put i nto practice J innah' s suggestion regarding the 
founding of a new chain of newspapers . Before l ong he 
bought out Daultana, Marndot and other League veterans, 
making himself the largest single shareholder. 

From their very inception, The Pakistan Times and i ts 
Urdu stab lemate,  lm roze, recruited their staff from the 
progressive intel l igentsia .  Faiz Ahmed Faiz was the first 
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editor of The Pakistan Times, with Mazhar Al i  Khan as his  
deputy .  lmro:e was edited by Chiragh Hasan H asrat, one of 
the great sty l i sts of the t ime,  with the assistance of Ahmed 
Nadeem Qasmi . In 1956. Lail-o-Nohar-a pol itico-cultural  
weekly the l ike of which has never been seen again i n  
Pak istan-was launched wi th S ibte Hassan as its editor. 

The Progre s s i v e  Papers  L i m i ted were a u n i q u e  
phenomenon i n  the sense that. despite their oppositional 
character. they rapidly became the most influential chain of 
publ ications in  the country . The Pakistan Times, which found 
it impossible to abide by an init ial decl aration of a ll egiance 
to the Mus l im League for long. became the largest-circulated 
Engl i sh- language newspaper in Pakistan. What appeared in 
its columns mattered. 

In retrospect. the annoyance of the new Establ i shment i s  
perfectly comprehensible. I n  Pakistan· s early years. there was 
l it t le effective opposition on a national scale. The Mus l im 
League fragmented after J innah ' s  death and Liaquat A l i  
Khan ' s assass inat ion .  and regionali s t  formu l at ions-the 
Awami League in  East Paki stan and the National Awami 
Party in the Frontier and Balochistan-began to grow. thus 
enabl ing the civi l  service to dominate pol i tics and wie ld 
power. The Pakistan Times and i t s  s i ster publications became 
the conscience of the new state . 

In the early days, pol i t i ci ans were far more tolerant of 

criticism, but even then they regarded Progressive Papers as 
an irritant .  What made matters more difficul t  for successive 
governments was the decision by these publications to oppose 
tooth and nail the Paki stani Establishment's dec i s ion to t i e  

i tself to the  coat-tai l s  of Britain and the Uni ted States. While 
India remained neutral in the Cold War. Pakistan al l ied itself  
w ith the West .  Mian l ft ikharuddin ' s  newspapers engaged i n  a 
wel l -argued crusade against this  pol icy. 

In 195 1 .  Faiz  Ahmed Fa iz  was i m p l icated i n  the 
Rawalpindi Conspiracy Case-a half-baked attempt by the 
tiny Communist Party of Pakistan to organize a coup i n  
col lusion with national i st-minded army officers . Faiz was 



arrested, tried, and jai led; in  h is  prison ce l l  he composed 
some of his finest verses .  Mazhar A l i  Khan became the editor 
of The Pakistan Times, a post he occupied t i l l  the Progress ive 
Papers were brutally taken over in  April 1959 by the military 
dictatorship of General Ayub Khan. 

During the transit ion from Brit ish influence to that of the 
United S tates ,  the army was subjected to heavy ideological 
pressure  from Washington . Pakistan became a member of 
SEA TO and l ater CENTO. Army officers were sent for 
training to the Uni ted States .  and US intel l igence serv ices 
first became acti ve in  Pakistan during the 1950s. The Pakistan 

Timn was not c irculated in army messes for a number of 
years , a l though l ater the ban was lifted. 

The impact of the newspaper can be judged by a number 
of different reactions.  

During the Second World War. after Hi t ler' s assaul t  on 
the  Sov iet  Un ion .  M azhar A l i  Khan ,  on  behalf of the 
Communist Party of I ndia, had negot iated the re lease of 
imprisoned Communists with Captain B i l l  Short of Brit ish 
M ilitary Inte l l igence. Subsequently. he and other Communists 
joined the British Indian Army to aid the struggle against 
Fascism. Mazhar-first a captain and later a l ieutenant-was 
in the 41 16 Punj ab Regiment and saw action at M onte Casino.  
He was on good terms w i th h i s  senior officer, Colone l  
Packwood, who tried-unsuccessful ly-to persuade him to 
stay in the army after the war. 

I n  December 1953, Mazhar A l i  Khan, by then editor of 
The Pakistan Times, received an angry letter from Brigadier 
Packwood, who at the t ime was serving in the 16th Punjab 
Regiment of the Pakistan army: 

Dear Mazhar, 

It will no doubt surprise you to see a letter coming from 

me, but I have been stirred to anger by The Pakistan Times. I 

have always been a supporter of your paper, though not of its 

creed, even in the days when it was banned in the army. Now I 

have forbidden it in the mess and in my lines. 

3 
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A few days ago you published a cartoon and an article 

which can do nothing else but bring the British Monarchy into 

contempt. It cut me particularly to the quick ... 

The letter contained other choice morsels along s imilar 
l i nes and unly  sened to remind Mazhar A l i  Khan that 
freedom. rea l  and meaningfu l freedom. had st i l l  not been 
achieved . 

In the years that fol lowed The Pokisran Times consol idated 
its position in Pakistani society as the most solid pi l lar of anti
imperial ism. When Britain. France. and I srael invaded Egypt 
in 1 956 as part of a crude attempt to topple Gama! Abdel 
Nasser. who had national ized the Suez Canal .  the gowrnment 
of Pakistan not only fai led to oppose the aggression but actually 
fel l  in with Anglo-French schemes to wrest the canal back 
from Egyptian control. This created conditions for what turned 
out to be the finest hour of the Progressive Papers Limited. I n  
a series o f  bl istering editorials. Mazhar Al i  Khan lambasted 
the Western powers and the i r  Paki stani supporters .  The 
campaigning stance adopted by The Pokisran Times led to mass 
demonstrations in support of Nasser throughout the country. 
Once again the Establ ishment was l iY id .  Once again it fai led to 
restrain Mian Iftikharuddin " s  newspapers. 

An indicat ion of how much the newspapers i rritated 
success i \'e reg imes in Karachi and the L'S embassy can be 
g leaned from the fi t of p ique contained in the fol lowing 
personal letter. dated 27 January 1 956. from American Yice
Consul A lan D .  Wolfe: 

Dear Mazhar. 

I cannot deny ha\ ing read the Tlzc Pu/.::isrwz Times editorial 

today with considerable resentment. Your personal opinion of 

Ambassador Hildreth is not a matter of great concern to me, 

nor arc your criticisms of\\ hat he chooses to say in his public 

addresses in Pakistan. I find your unwarranted attack on the 

Cnited States. howC\ er. couched as it is in Yicious. unfair and 

irresponsible language. personally offensiw to a large degree. 



In view of your expressed opinion of my country, you will 

understand if I find it difficult in conscience to accept your 

hospitality this evening. My apologies to Tahira [Mrs Mazhar 

Ali Khan]. In view of the friendly feelings which my wife and 

I hold for both of you, I can only express my hope that it was 

not you yourself who authored this regrettable article. 

Wolfe ' s  was a vain hope.  The ed i torial  b ore ' dear 
M azhar' s '  in imitable touch. 

The popularity of the Progressive Papers made it difficul t  
for c iv i l i an governments to ban the publ icat ions ,  which 
remained a thorn i n  the s ide of prime ministers, ministers, 
and US dip lomats a li ke for over a decade. 

On 8 October 1958 . General Ayub seized power through 
a coup d 'etat; he was fu l ly  backed by the c iv i l  service, which 
had feared the outcome of the country ' s  first-ever general 
e lections scheduled for March 1959. Growing mass discontent 
had l ed to suspicions that the elections might  produce a 
radical resul t  and consequent chal lenges to the domestic and 
fore ign  po l i c i e s  promoted by the m i l i tary-bureaucrat i c  
complex.  I n  retrospect, i t  can also be  said that the mi l itary 
coup of 1 958 sealed the fate of Pakistan as a unitary state. 
The Bengali population in East Pakistan fel t  isolated and 
overru l ed by an army in which their representation was 
neglig ible .  

In  December 1958, Mazhar Al i  Khan was invited to a 
small  party at Faletti ' s Hotel i n  Lahore. The host was the 
mini ster of commerce in Ayub' s  government, a r is ing star by 
the name of Zul fi kar A l i  Bhutto. During the evening, Bhutto 
took Mazhar A l i  Khan aside and warned him that the mi l itary 
reg i me was p l ann ing  to do ' someth i ng awfu l '  to the 
Progressive Papers .  After the party, Mazhar Al i  Khan drove 
straight to Mian l ft ikharuddin '  s residence at 21 Aikman Road 
and apprised h im of Bhutto ' s  friendly warning.  Both men 
b e li eved  that  the government wou ld .  at mos t ,  i mpose 
n e wspr in t  res t r i c t i on s  o r  t igh ten  censors h i p .  M i an  
Iftikharuddin ruled out the idea of  a pre-emptive appeal to 

5 
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the mi l i tary ruler: · Let him do his  worst . ·  he told his  editor. 
·we wi l l  weather the storm . '  

I n  the event. the storm could not be contained. General 
Ayub had told his first cabinet meeting: · For us  there is only 
one embassy in Paki stan . The US embassy . '  Under American 
advice. the dictator i nstructed senior cabinet mini sters to 
prepare for the take-m-er of the Progressive Papers. He had 
never l i ked the newspapers or their proprietor. On the day 
after the dee l aration of mart ia l  l aw.  every newspaper in  the 
country except The Pokiston Times and !111ro-;e had publi shed 
editorials welcoming the general as the saviour of Pak i stan; 
The Pokistan Times. operating under censorship.  chose instead 
to carry a comment on ·soi l  erosion · .  

I n  i ts 1 950s heyday. The Pakistan Times e l ic i ted praise 
even from the enemy: the US newsmagazine Time described 
it as t he · be s t - ed i t ed  new spaper  in A s i a · . Ye t  t he 
governme nt ' s  s e i zure of the Pro g re s s i ve Papers  was  
welcomed by every other major newspaper i n  the  country .  
Freedom of  the Press died that April .  Mazhar A l i  Khan 
describes those events in a poignant essay publ ished as an 
epilogue in this volume. 

What he does not say i s  that for e leven years the mi l i tary 
regime prevented him from writing in any other newspaper. 
H i s  voice was effectively si lenced. In a rare speech in  1 963 
to the short - l ived Civ i l  Liberties Union. he said: · For too 
long Pakistan has become a land of great s i lence : a s i lence 
born of fear. of apathy .  of cynicism. of ignorance: a s i lence 
so oppress ive that often truth fi nds express ion on ly  i n  
uncertain whi spers . ·  

Mazhar A l i  Khan never gave up. During h i s  brief tenure 
as acting edi tor- in-chief of Dmrn in 1 972. and l ater as the 
founder-editor of h i s  own weekly Vie1rpoint. he sought to 
rev ive the tradi t ion of the old The Pakistan Times. H i s  
editoria ls  and opinion columns-most notably Betll'een the 

Lines. which appeared in The Pakistan Times ( 1 94 7-59 ). the 
Dhaka-based \\ eekly Forum ( 1 969-7 1 .  Dmrn ( 1 972  and 1 992-
3) and Vie11point ( 1 975-92 )-were avidly consumed by both 



friends and foes. Generals ,  civ i l  servants, ambassadors as 
well as trade unionists ,  radical students ,  and intel lectuals
al l  regarded them as compul sive reading.  

I n  the months before he died i n  January 1 993, Mazhar 
Ali Khan had started writing regularly for Dawn. One of h i s  
las t  articles dealt w ith the origins of the mess i n  Kashmir  
today. He ins i sted that bungl ing by  Pakistan ' s  founding 
leaders, especiall y  Liaquat Al i  Khan, were part ial ly to blame 
for the Indian occupation of the province. 

During the Zia years, when Mazhar Al i  Khan was arrested 
and detained at the Lahore Fort, the mi l i tary i ntel ligence 
officer i nterrogating him remarked: 'Your files are real ly 
amazing. You don ' t  seem to have changed your mind at all 
over all these years.' Rep l ied  M azhar Ali Khan : 'Thank you . '  

One o f  the functions of this volume i s  to remind the 
citizens of Pakistan that, from the beginning, there were men 
and women dedicated to speaking the truth who rose above 
the mire of corrupted values regardless of personal cost. I f  
t h i s  book can reawaken even a tiny proportion of  the spirit of 
those times, it w i l l  have succeeded in its purpose. 
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14 August 1951 

The Fourth Anniversary 

The people of Pakistan celebrate the fourth anniversary of 
their freedom w ith I nd ian guns cast ing their  menac ing  
s hado w s  acro s s  the front i e r  tha t  separate s these  two 
neighbouring States. The threat to Pakistan's integrity

symbo l ised by the presence of Indian cohorts within easy 
strik ing distance of our borders-has not arisen suddenly,  
nor i s  i t  merely a manifestation of India' s political aberrations. 
Its fundamental causes can be traced back to the bloody days 
of 1 94 7, when Britain ,  compel led by c ircumstances to lay 
down the sceptre, sought to leave India and Paki stan involved 
in unending disputes that would sap the ir energy and delay 
the fu l l  consummation of the ir l i beration from i mperial ism's 
tentacles .  It would, of course, be pueri le  to throw al l the 
b lame on the B ritish. Their machinations could easi ly have 
been defeated if India 's  leaders had accepted the creation of 
Pak i stan w ith good grace and had agreed to sett le a l l 
outstanding differences on the bas i s  of justice and equity. 
This, however, was not to be. The hand of friendship extended 
by Pakistan was rudely spurned, and the anti-imperial ists of 
yesterday came to conspire with Britai n ' s  representatives, i n  
the hope of making some gains at Pakistan ' s  expense. The 
seeds of confl ict sown by Radcliffe and Mountbatten have by 

now grown i nto a jungle of suspicion and hatred, retarding 
the onward march of both countries and threaten ing thei r  
peaceful coex istence. During the l ast four years, Pakistan has 
ceaselessly endeavoured to achieve a rapprochement with 
India; but every such effort has been stultified by Indi a ' s  
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refusal to abide by solemn international agreements or to 
accept a solution determined by the rules of international 
law. In recent weeks, India's brazen effort to consolidate her 
conquest of Kashmir by a wanton display of force has 

precipitated a crisis that may well engulf both nations in the 
vortex of a devastating war. 

Preoccupation with the Kashmir dispute-Britain· s vilest 

legacy-has compelled Pakistan to tolerate a number of 
imperialism's worst vestiges. which in normal conditions 
would have been banished soon after the attainment of 

freedom. Pakistan remains tied to the British Commonwealth; 
its future constitution is still on the anvil and the antediluvian 
India Act of 1 935 serves in its place. The States and Excluded 
Areas remain isolated from the country. governed by feudal 
potentates or bureaucrats who shun the clean air of democracy 
and hold the people in the vicious grip of untrammelled 

authoritarianism. The rights of the individual receive no 
greater respect from Authority than before Partition, and the 
use of the Safety Laws has not been abandoned. Industrial 
progress has been exasperatingly slow; and most Provincial 
Ministries seem interested in trying to evade, rather than 

solve. the agrarian problem. Our educational system retains 

its obsolete outlook and the task of mass-education has got 
no further than the planning stages. An outflow of raw 
materials and the large-scale import of manufactured goods 
still dominate our trade pattern. The refugee problem has not 
been liquidated. unemployment has not receded. and. despite 

an overall abundance of basic necessities. want and the fear 
of want st il l  stalk our land. 

It is necessary to lay greater stress on the national tasks 
that have not yet been fully accomplished. rather than on 
Pakistan· s achievements. in order to combat the corroding 
influence of complacency and inaction. It cannot be gainsaid 
that, in many matters. those who bore the burden of guiding 
national activity during these years of severe strain have been 
inhibited by the various abnormal factors gm erning the birth 
of Pakistan. It is equally true. however. that certain important 
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aspects of Pak istan· s social , economic, and poli tical l i fe could 
have been transformed, and brought nearer to the i deals that 
i n sp ired the Paki stan movement,  w i thout meet ing any 
i n s u perable d i fficu l t ies .  Whatever the causes that have 
hi therto delayed progress where delay was not unavoidable, 
it is  essential that the nation ' s  attention should be concentrated 
on these shortcomings so that necessary steps can be taken to 
make up for past neglect. The danger that faces  Pak istan 
cannot be underestimated. but the present emergency shoul d  
not b e  allowed to serve any section o f  our rul ers w i th a n  alib i  
for apathy and indifference towards the country ' s  normal 
problems. In fact, it should be real ised that every policy which 
strengthens the fabric of Pakistan, by satisfying the needs 
and aspirations of our people, helps directly to prepare the 
country for defence against aggression and to w i thstand an 
attrit ive cold war. 

Four years form a short span in the l i fe of a nation, 
especia l ly when they are i ts first years. However, since i t s  
inception Pakistan has proved its economic viabi l i ty as an 
independent State, destroying the hopes of i ts enemies and 
al lay ing the fears of its friends. Despite the hostil i ty of i t s  
two nearest neighbours. Pak i stan has a lso secured a place for 
i tse lf  i n  the i nternat ional  fi e ld ,  stead i ly expanding i t s  
diplomatic and trade relations. Internal ly,  the passage o f  t ime 
is bringing to our people a deeper polit ical consciousness and 
a more real i stic approach towards the problems that face the 
country. Factors such as these certainly justify the Pakistani 
people ' s  sanguineness about the future greatnes s  of their 
State . But what may be regarded as the b iggest achievement 
of Pakistan ' s  first few years i s  that a country carved out of a 
b igger one-somewhat haphazardly-with i ts two wings 
separated from each other by thousands of mi les ,  has been 
integrated as one united whole. Its vast and heterogeneous 
populat ion-compri sing different races, support ing different 
fai ths, and speaking different l angauges-has emerged as one 
people ,  un i ted  in the i r  determinat ion to preserve the i r  
country ' s  integrity and protect i t s  j ust rights. Thi s  broad 
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national unity-which transcends. as it should. all normal 
political differences-makes Pakistan invincible. for i t  
ensures that. whatever the future may have in store for us. no 

aggressor shall ever find peace or rest on our soil. 

1 4  August 1952 

The First Quinquennium 

Five eventful years have passed since the green and white 
banner of Pakistan was first unfurled. symbolising the creation 
of a new State, the birth of a new nation. On that auspicious 

day, seventy million hearts beat a little faster and as many 
heads were raised with pride and joy to see their new flag, 
acquired through years of relentless struggle. There were. 

however. particularly in the Punjab. thousands of our brothers 
and sisters \Vho were forbidden by circumstance:-, to celebrate 
the historic occasion. But they too. marching in pathetic 
caravans along dusty roads littered with the dead and the 
dying, scanned the horizon for the green and white emblem 
which would mark the end of their travail. bringing them to 
the Land of Promise where they need no longer walk \Vith 

Fear as a constant companion or greet Death as a merciful 
friend. Even those who had drained the cup of human sorrow 
to its bitter dregs joined their more fortunate fellow-citizens 
in hoping that a new life was opening before them and, 
however monstrous the price exacted for it, they could look 
forward with certainty to the realisation of all that had been 

denied to them during the long night of slawry. That common 
hope \\as a precious possession. for it signified the people· s 
faith in themselves and in the ability and integrity of the 
Great Leader who had unfalteringly led them to their first 
great \ ictory-the establishment of Pakistan. The end of the 
first quinquennium since the inception of our State offers an 
appropriate opportunity for making a frank appraisal of what 
has been done and \Vhat left undone by the people of Pakistan 
and those who rule the country. to .see how far we have come 
towards fulfilling the hopes and e"\pectations of yesterday 
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and, thus, been able to determine the path for tomorrow' s  
journey. 

I n  order to under l ine the need for urgent change in the 
present condit ions, it is unnecessary, as it would be wrong, to 
c l a i m  tha t  these  f ive  years  have been  barren of a l l  
achievement. I t  cannot b e  gainsaid that the attributes of 
po l i t ical sovereignty acquired on 14 August 1947 have to 
some extent been employed to further the interests of the 
country and its people.  A beginning has been made, albeit 
hes i tant and meagre, towards g iv ing Government a id to 
ind igenous i ndustry. S im i larly ,  some sort of agricu l tural 
p l anning has been in it iated, and the right of the man behind 
the p lough to be free of the burden of parasit ic l andlordism i s  
widel y  admitted-even if  l i tt le o r  nothing has been done to 
ensure that he can exercise this right. Pakistan ' s voice has 
begun to be heard in international gatherings, a lthough too 
often it fai l s  to achieve the clarity and strength that would 
command the unstinted respect of a l l  friends of freedom and 
democracy. Under the pressure of the growing cris i s  in the 
West, some progress has also been made towards making our 
economy less dependent on our former Bri t i sh overlords. B ut ,  
regrettab l y ,  l i t t l e  can be added t o  t h i s  l i s t  of m i nor 
achievements ; and natural ly ,  the mere absence of stagnation 
in certain fields can hardly provide cause for satisfaction to 
the cit izens of a young S tate . On the whole, the country ' s  
progress has been tardy and tedious, and character ised b y  a 
haphazardness that brings no credit to the rul i ng party. The 
ev i l  morass i n  which imperalism left us is s t i l l  w ithin s ight, 
and in many i mportant matters we have not severed the 
shackles  of a humil iating past. I t  is often said, with some 
jus tification, that three, four, or five years in the l ife of a 
na t ion  i s  too short a period over which to  gauge i t s  
ach ievement. With equal p lausibi li ty,  i t  i s  pointed out that 
the abnormal condit ions which beset the birth of Paki stan 
have persi sted to this day . hampering the work of devel oping 
the country i nto a prosperous and democratic S tate. I t  must 
be stressed, however, that these twin apologies seem to have 
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been given an exaggerated importance, and with the passing 
of every year their use has become more frequent, providing 

shelter from the rising storm of public censure for public 
servants who are timid and inefficient or selfish and dishonest. 
It needs to be realised more keenly that. if other countries 
have maintained the mass enthusiasm which brought them 

their freedom and have harnessed it to the tasks of 
reconstruction, Pakistan, too, can revive the revolutionary 

sweep of earlier days and tackle its myriad problems with the 

same fervour and willing self-sacrifice that brought about the 

fruition of a poet's dream. If in other lands national problems 
have not been put in cold storage because of international 
difficulties. there is no reason why this should be condoned 
in Pakistan. And, in any case, much more could have been 
done in spheres where long-term plans are not needed and 
the influence of adverse international circumstances is 
negligible. 

The historian of the future will probably regard Pakistan's 
first quinquennium as a period of great confusion. He will be 
compelled to record how the ruling party. deprived of the 
Quaid-i-Azam · s dynamic leadership. frittered away the fund 
of goodwill it had inherited and. unable to safeguard its 

position on the strength of concrete achievements, began to 
employ unseemly methods to retain its power. In five years, 
a whole series of Safety Laws and Ordinances have followed 
each other in quick succession. augmenting the ample 

provisions for authoritarian rule left to the rulers of Pakistan 
by the departing British. These so-called laws stifle freedom 
o f  expre s s i o n .  gag the Pre s s .  a n d  add to the burde n of 

executive tyranny that the people have to bear. In more than 
one Province. the door to an orderly change of Government 
has been barred by repeated postponement of elections or by 
perverting the process of democracy through shameless 
gerrymandering and manipulation of the electoral machinery. 
Not unexpectedly in these circumstances. education has 
languished. corruption has remained uncontrolled. and the 
general administration has not rid itse If completely of the 
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methods of a foreign bureaucracy. The Constitution has been 
on the anvil for five long years and charges of unnecessary 
delay are monotonously answered with naive excuses by the 
self-avowed perfectionists who control the Constituent 
Assembly. More recently. some unexplained resignations 
from the Basic Principles Committee, and the mysterious 
silence of the chief designers of the promised masterpiece of 
a Constitution, have raised the fear that its final shape may 
not guarantee the untrammelled democracy to which both the 
leaders and the people of Pakistan are pledged. The rise of 
these undemocratic trends. and the snail's pace at which the 
debris of a century of imperialist misrule are being cleared. 
can be linked, almost directly, to the timidity shown by our 
rulers in the field of economic planning and activity. If the 
economy of Pakistan has not been transformed. if the living 
standards of our common people have not improved, if 
unprecedented unemployment stalks the land. and if deadly 
diseases are exacting a heavier toll of life than ever before, 
the responsibility for this state of affairs must be accepted by 
those who are unable to overcome their respect for the right 
of a few to own and control our national wealth-even when 
this means the forfeiture by many of their right to live. Our 
agriculture remains tied to antediluvian processes, and the 
vast majority of the millions who work on the land remain 
abject serfs under a vicious feudal system. Our industrial 
advancement has largely been made dependent on the 
benevolence of our erstwhile masters and their trans-Atlantic 
friends. It is not surprising. therefore, that the fruits of five 
years of industrial conferences, committees and sub
committees are disappointingly insignificant. In the 
international arena, our dispute with India over her aggression 
i n  Kash m i r  remains unsettled, because the ring-masters or 

the United Nations. in whose hands we have been content to 
leave the problem. are not interested in what is right or wrong, 
but in the sale of their help to the highest bidder. In other 
matters, our spokesmen have too often lent their support to 
the Western Powers, as if they were blissfully ignorant of the 
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imperia l is t  nature of the West ' s  aims. and unaware of the fact 
that these \\ ie lders of napalm bombs and experts in germ 
warfare are determined e i ther to control the world or wreck 
it. Al though the magnificent support g iven to Tunis i a  and 
certa in other M iddle East countries has done much to raise 
Pakistan·  s prestige. the suspicion l ingers abroad that we are 
i n  every possible sense a part of the Brit ish Commonwealth .  
I t  is  absolutely necessary that the drift of prev ious years 
should be abandoned. The people of Pakistan must be allowed 
to enjoy their democratic rights and the rule  of l aw must be 
restored.  The nc\\ Constitut ion. w ithout unwanted checks on 
the people ' s  w i l l .  should be promulgated as soon as possible 
and country-wide elections held. The country ' s  economy must 
be reorganised. And. in foreign affairs. Pakistan must sever 
her t ies w i th the Bri t ish Empire and i ts imperial is t  a l l ies .  and 
take her proper place among the nations pledged to safeguard 
peace and genuine democracy .  If the \ agaries of the recent 
past can be buried wi th  due haste. and if \Ve can fol low the 
straight and democratic path. the second chapter of our post
Part i t ion h istory can begin on a note of hope. for once our 
internal weaknesses have been con4uered. no power on earth 
can hinder the country ' s  onward march. 

In retrospect .  i t  appears that the people of Paki stan hme 
been far too chari table to those who led the movement for 
l iberat ion and. on its success. found themseh es instal led in  
posit ions of  power and authori ty .  Even when. after a cruel 
Fate deprived us of the Great Leader. many of the chosen 
l eaders were found to have feet of clay. the people suppressed 
the i r  growi n g  d iscontent in the hope that. given more t ime.  

the leaders \\ ould check their own waywardness and betake 
themse l \ es to the task of honouring the ir  p ledges .  This has 
not happened. With so many of them involved in a d isgraceful 
sc ramb le  fo r offi c e .  t h e i r  respon s i b i l i t i e s  have  b e e n  
discharged either half-heartedly o r  not a t  a l l .  The people have 
so far watched these antics with amused contempt or apathetic 
anger. The t ime has come \Vhen the people ·  s benevolent non
i nterference in  the doings or misdoi ngs of their rulers must 
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be replaced by sharp vigilance. Further indulgence can only 
be regarded a deliberate dereliction of a duty they owe to 
themselves and to posterity. It is necessary that the people 
should reorganise themselves on a political basis. not only 

for proper public co-operation with Governmental authority 
for the accomplishment of national tasks and for keeping a 
check on Ministerial work. but also because discontent among 

a people politically unorganised may give rise to unhealthy 
trends. Some progress towards a revival of political activity. 
as opposed to factional or personal intrigues. has already 
been made with the emergence of the Opposition parties; but 
a great deal more needs to be done before public frustration 
and apathy can be overcome and the widespread desire to 
improve present conditions canalised into healthy channels. 
The politically conscious sections of our people must realise 
that no expectation of reward or fear of revenge should hinder 

them from shouldering the tasks that face the nation. When 
the future of a whole people is at stake. petty alibis will not 
serve as a salve for an injured conscience. nor will they be 
able to change the harsh verdict of future generations. Our 
problems are not obscure: the remedies are well known: if 
the people of Pakistan can be mobilised for political action. 
and the wisdom and courage they undoubtedly possess are 
applied to the tasks awaiting their attention. by the end of 
another five years we could build in Pakistan an edifice based 
on social equality and economic justice. an edifice that would 
dazzle the world. bring joy to our friends. and confound our 
enemies. 

1 4  August 1 954 

The Seventh Year 

After seven years the fact of our having acquired a homeland 
can no longer provide sufficient cause for complacent 
satisfaction. Our liberation from bondage and the struggle to 
protect our freedom must be regarded as only the first battle 
in the war to win for our people a new and happier 
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dispensation. Therefore. the j oy and exuberance of today "s  
national festival must not be allowed to dim our appraisal of 
the many tasks that lie ahead of us. The flags proudly 
tluttering above our head.s. the gay bunting:-, and lights. the 
parades and me/as, are fittingly expressive of the joy in our 

hearts. But it is equally important that on this day each one 
of us should soberly and frankly assess \vhat we. as a people. 

have made of our freedom. What has been the pace of our 
progress? How much nearer are our people to the realisation 
of their desires and aims? How truly has the country" s future 

course been set by those at the helm? In answering these 
questions each citizen must carefully analyse the situation. 
and try to evohc a course of action that would help to 
strengthen the peoplc " s  will to tackle the unfinished national 
tasks and hasten their march towards the goal which inspired 
them in their campaign for freedom and ga\ e them a unity 
and cohesion unprecedented in modern history. 

Pakistan has reached the seventh milestone of its brief 
journey as an independent State after an eventful year. which 
witnessed the culmination of certain trends and of the policy 
changes that were heralded by the political upheaval of April 
1 953 .  In the political sphere. the disintegration of the ruling 
Party has not been halted; and, even after the crushing defeat 
in East BengaL no serious efforts are being made to resurrect 
the Muslim League. to purge it of clements \\hose bovine 
stupidity restricts their activity to a continuous search for 
new pastures, or to give it a definite political programme 
which could be submitted to the test of free elections. In East 
Bengal the M u s l i m  League rul e s  u nder Sect ion 9 2 - A .  whil e  

in the Provinces of West Pakistan the Ministries owe their 
existence largely to electoral gerrymandering and their 
retention of power to the Centre·s  support. The Opposition 
parties ha\ e not succeeded fully in presenting to the people a 
clear-cut alternative to the Muslim League·s  misrule. In East 
Bengal the United Front. betrayed by the senile impetuosity 
and political aberrations of its former leader. has been driven 
out of office. and no one knows when the Central Government 



H ow Far is Freedom Yet'I 

wil I consider it opportune to restore to the people the right to 
be ruled by a Government of their own choice. In the western 
zone, the Opposition parties, faced with repression and a 
denial of civil liberties. have so far been unable to muster 

sufficient strength to challenge the Muslim League. This 
unhappy state of affairs can be remedied only if the people 
take a more active interest in the country' s  political life : and 

this in turn requires that all fetters on political activity should 
be struck off and the rule of law ensured. The stagnation in 
the political sphere is, not unnaturally, reflected in most other 

fields of national activity. There has, of course, been 
gratifying progress in certain sections of the economic field: 
but the full benefit of the advance made has not always been 
transmitted to the people who most need relief. Agriculture 
has been expanded and millions of acres of new land are 
being brought under the plough: but, despite the beautiful 
promises enshrined in the ruling party' s  manifestos, its basic 
pattern remains completely feudal, thereby hampering all real 
progress and perpetuating a vicious form of social and 
economic injustice. The new factories that are going up in 
different parts of the country augur well for the future, but so 
far the mill-owners' rapacity and the Government's apathy 
have combined to allow the consumer to be fleeced without 
mercy. As a result of these and other factors, Pakistan's price 
structure imposes a heavy burden on the common man, 
already weighed down by an administration which has been 
unable to weed out corruption and profiteering . 

. .  . In the international field. Pakistan's main problem
the disputes with her closest neighbour-remains unsettled, 
and the hopes raised last year by the Delhi talks were smashed 
by India's return to obdurate intransigence after an all-too
brief period of lucidity. On the w ider canvas, Pakistan has 
virtually been made to abandon her neutralist position and to 
veer round towards a close alliance with the American bloc 
of Powers. The full implications of this change of policy. and 
its likely effect on our domestic policies and foreign relations, 
have yet to be fully understood by the people and necessary 
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steps devised to safeguard the country from the dangers 
involved in our association with the chain of military alliances 
sponsored by Alllerica. 

It would thus appear that in some respects the dawn of 

our freedom has been only a shade less dismal than the long 
night of slavery. Dark. overhanging clouds-whether they 
come from across the borders or have risen like evil vapours 

frolll the bogs and marshes which we have so far failed to 
drain-still cast an ugly shadow across our fair land. What 
then is our future'? The timid of heart may surrender 

thelllselves to frustration and pessimism. the ignorant may 
turn hack longingly to the past. and the feeble-minded may 
hope that some alien agency-for a reasonably small fee
will contract to take care of our difficulties. The false prophets 
declaim that the foreseeable future offers no hope of release 
from the pervading gloom. that for long the sun will not 
brighten life in our fields and factories. our towns and 
villages. and that the mass of our people will remain cowering 
in their mud hovels and congested slums. This cannot be. 
The history of Man clearly shows that no earthly power can 
thwart the will of a nation determined to break off its 
shackles. and that. given a wise and courageous leadership. 
there are no obstacles that cannot be overcome. It also shows 
that national regeneration is possible only through national 
effort. the full mobilisation of the people· s inherent strength 
and the proper harnessing of the country· s total resources. To 
bring about the desired transformation. and to gear the tempo 
of our national effort to the demands of present circumstances. 
it i s  pate ntly necessary to associ ate the people more d irec t l y  

with the formulation  of national plans and their 
implementation :  and it needs to be reiterated that this can 
best be achieved when democracy is unfettered and the 
nation · s will is unhampered and unrestricted. Those who fear 
the people or lack confidence in them declare that what we 
see at the end of the trail is a mirage. a mere illusion born  of 
unrealistic idealism : that the attainment of rapid democratic 
progress and economic rehabilitation is not for us: that the 
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mass of our people must for many decades remain satisfied 
with the barrenness created by their continued deprivation of 
social. economic. and political rights. This propaganda must 
resolutely be rejected and the purveyors of pessimism exposed 

as the friends of those who hold a vested interest in the status 

quo. We believe that if the vision and faith. the fervour and 
enthusiasm, the unity and determination, that fostered the 

birth of the State are revived, the clouds which darken our 

path can be banished and the caravan of our people led out of 
the wastelands to the verdure that gleams in the approachable 

distance. 

14 A ugust 1 955 

The Eighth Year 

Looking back over the past year. it  can be said that the eighth 
milestone of our journey as a free nation is posted on an 
eminence which we have attained after floundering through 
the valley of despair-frustrated by political uncertainty and 
the denial of liberty, and haunted by the fear that democracy 
may be altogether banished and authoritarianism enthroned 

in its desecrated temple. That this dread fear has now largely 
been  dispelled provides cause for immense satisfaction; but 
the fact that not Jong ago it had completly dominated the 
nation 's  life calls for a careful appraisal of Pakistan ' s  brief 
history, and of the factors that led us so near to a fatal pitfall. 
Since its very birth Pakistan 's horizons have been clouded; 

the madness that accompanied Partition, the hostile acts of 
our nearest neighbours. and the machinations of other foreign 
Powers, cast their dark shadows athwart our path. The 
unfriendly fog of foreign origin could, however. have been 
scattered, if to the pervading g loom had not been added the 

poisonous pall of smoke spread by our own leaders. It is an 
unhappy fact. but one which no honest chronicler can deny 
or overlook, that for many years political events in Pakistan 
have been moulded by partisan malice or partisan desires, 
that political principles have frequently been sacrificed and 
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e lect ion pledges hetrayed. that many of the ru l i ng party ' s  
represe n t a t i \  e s  ha\ e far too oft e n  e x h i h i ted a depravi n g  
selfi shness.  a b l i nd i n g  l u st for power. a shameless  greed for 
office.  Thus.  w h i l e  most of our l eaders have . in terms of 
natio nal  object ives.  wandered a i mless l y .  knowing not w he re 

they were or where they wou l d  go.  the nat ion ha-; \ i rt ual l y  
been mark i n g  t i me .  p ay i ng i n  sweat and blood t h e  price o f  

stre n uous e ndeavour b u t  making l i t t le  re al advance towards 
the goal . . .  

A n  object iw analys is  of the ewnts of the last  few years 
c learly shows that pol it i cal  i nstab i l i ty .  born of the M u s l i m  
League leaders · i n sat iab l e  thi rst for power. has been t h e  root 
cause of Pak i stan · s  see m i n g l y  chro n i c  mala ise .  The first 
man i festat ions  of t h i s  power- m a n i a  appeared dur i n g  the 
l i fet ime of the Quaid- i-Azam. but  after an u nj u st fate h ad 
deprived Paki stan of i t s  Founder· s g u i dance.  the v iru lent  
a ffl i c t i o n  a c q u i re d  the  p r o p o rt i o n s  o f  a n  e p i d e m i c .  
Appare n t l y .  the attai n ment  o f  pol i tical  i ndependence was not  
v iewed by the hright  gent lemen who dom i n ated the rul in g  
party as on ly  t h e  fi rst stage i n  t h e  struggle for l i he rat ion .  as 
merely  the acq u i s i ton of the r ight and opport u n i ty to b u i l d  a 
S tate free from a l l  \ est iges of i ts  colon i al past.  as the start of 
a n  era which cal led for the hi ghe st w i sdom and the most 
selfless e n deavour. The r ul i n g  group conducted themse l ves 
as i f  the i r  main  task w as completed on 1-1- August 1 9-1-7 .  and 
they coul d  thereafter g i ve themselves up to a mad purs u i t  of 
the gai n s  of offi ce.  u nhampered by any respons ibi l i ty to the 
country and i t s  peop l e .  or by cons i derat ions  of pol it ical  ethics  
and self-re spect .  Th is  atti tude could only brin g  chaos and 
d i saster: and i t  was not long after the green and white banner 
was fi rst u n furled that the peopl e ·  s proud confi dence and 
hopefu l ness .  the i r  des ire to share the burde n s  o f  nat ional  
e ndeavour. began to g i ve way to d i s mal  doubts  and fears. to 
apathy and frustration .  D i vested of popular backin g .  the r u l i n g  
party " s  squabbl i n g  fact ions  became e v e n  more u n scru p u l o u s .  
E lect ions were gerrymandered . t h e  sen· i ces \Ve re suhorned t o  
sen e t h e  M u s l i m  League b y  di shonest and u nfa i r  means.  
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political opponents were arrested without charge or trial. and 
murder plots and conspiracies were invented to justify acts of 

brutal, vindictive terror. With the people· s voice stifled by 
repressive laws. the scramble for high places became more 

intense, more disgraceful, and more uninhibited. This state of 

affairs culminated in the Governor-General ' s  decision to 
disband the unrepresentative Constituent Assembly and 

virtually suspend the Constitution. Before his promise of 
restoring democratic rights could be implemented. a host of 
political leaders and their camp-followers. either seeking 

dangerous short-cuts to Constitutional progress or demented 
by the desire to retain their positions. tried very hard to divert 
Pakistan completely from the democratic path. A fortunate 
combination of circumstances helped to frustrate their design 
of disaster. The intervention of the country' s  higher courts. 
the people' s  opposition-although subdued and hesitant
and the sanity of a strong element within the Government. 
saved the country from plunging into the abyss after it had 
very nearly reached the point of no return. 

The country ' s  release from the danger that had threatened 
the destruction of all our hopes and dreams gives us the 
opportunity to guard effectively against its resurrection. It is 
necessary. in the first place, that the antics of those whose 
political actions are guided solely by self-interest are no 
longer viewed with indulgence. The frustration and apathy 
that have atrophied the people· s will and destroyed their 
initiative must be overcome, and a vigilant public opinion 
created to unmask these self-adoring office-hunters. Their 
unprincipled wrangling has not only muddied our political 
waters but set a pattern of behaviour which has been followed 
by various other classes-with catastrophic results. Further. 
the misdeeds of these master- planners of fact ional crusades 
have lent strength to those who decry democracy and 
hopefully prophesy its failure. It is perfectly obvious, 
however. that Pakistan· s future progress depends on our 
ability to establish a genuinely democratic system. We believe 
that if our political masters can be made to abandon the 
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vagaries of the past. if they resist the temptation to pay more 
attention to the acquisition of office than to the responsibilities 
it entails. if they do not thwart the democratic process or 
corrupt the services for personal ends. they will clear the 

path for the country' s  onward march. Some hope has arisen 
that the evils of the past may be buried. It is the people's 
duty to ensure that this hope is not belied. so that Pakistan· s 

body politic can be organised in such a manner that the 
people ·s  collective wisdom and patriotism. their courage and 
stamina. can be harnessed to the task of building up a State 
worthy of our ideals and aspirations. 

14 August 1 956 

How Far is Freedom Yet? 

On this day. n ine years ago. Pakistan became a free country. 

How much longer will it be before the people of Pakistan 
become a free people? 

Tenitorial independence is not the same thing as popular 
freedom. A country is free as soon as a native government 
supplants a foreign one. The people are free only when they 
acquire the power and the right to bestow the custody of State 

power on governments of their own choice and making. This 
is. of course. no more than a platitude. It is necessary to repeat 
it. however. and to continue repeating it for two reasons. The 
first reason is that the gentlemen who found themselves in 
power when independence came immediately set about dinning 
it into the people's ears that since Pakistan had been freed. the 
freedom of Pakistan · s c i t izens no longer mattered one jot .  As a 

matter of fact, the less freedom they had the better. so they 
said. because henceforth it was the Government's responsibility 
to safeguard the freedom of the country. and how could the 
Government do it if the people kept meddling all the time? 
Anyone who maintained otherwise. anyone who objected to 
the curtailment of civil liberties or the promiscuous use of 
emergency laws. anyone \\ho clamoured for more democracy 
or less centralisation of power. was either a fool or a traitor. 
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It is doubtful whether the peopl e  were ever completely 
taken in by this transparently false reasoning, but in  the first 
flush of national independence, its fatal implications did not 
register as c learly as they should have done.  Even today, 
after all that has happened during the last nine years, some 
members of the ruling junta can s t i l l  be heard talking the 
same way. although rather shamefacedly and without much 
assurance .  A n d  even  t o d ay they  can fin d  among u s  
professional trumpeters t o  m agnify their words and t o  shout 
' bravo'  to whatever they say. It is, therefore, necessary to 
remind the people, and to keep them reminded, that what 
they celebrate today is the del iverance of their country and 
not their own del iverance, that whi le they must  rejoice on 
this day at the freedom which has come to their homeland, 
they must reserve their j ubi lations at their own freedom unt i l  
the day when i t  is  actual ly here. The second reason is even 
more important .  Interested e lements have begun to insinuate 
into the national consciousness the poisonous thought that 
democracy does not real ly  su i t  the genius of our people, that 
i t  is  some kind of out landish claptrap which had better be 
kept away from our poor benighted people. The advocates of 
t h i s  v iew woul d  have us be l i eve  that our peop le  are 
congenitally unfi t  for any s tate h igher than that of po li t ical 
serfdom. It rarely  occu rs to these gentlemen that they come 
of the same stock as the people they decry and do not belong 
to some special breed imported under some foreign-aid 
programme. In the present state of national demoral isation, 
however, such ideas h ave some fascination, not only for those 
who hope to gain by their acceptance, but also for those who 
wi l l  thereby invite their doom. Every time the rul ing gentry 
manage to reduce national affairs to a part icu larly unholy 
mess,  and they do it  with almost c lockwork regularity, the 

cry that goes up  from numerous interested quarters i s  not for 
more freedom for the people ,  but for less, not for greater 
democracy, but  for greater d ictatorship. I t  is necessary to 
remind our people ,  therefore, and to keep them reminded, 
that they can never hope to be rid of their besetting ills unt i l  
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they can personally attend to them, that their house will never 
be put in order until they take charge of it themselves. 

I t  seems strange indeed that, nine years after 
independence, it should still be necessary to explain that 
freedom is a good thing and that democracy is neither 
dangerous nor undesirable. The phenomenon is easily 
understood. however. in the context of the direction. or rather 
misdirection, of our political life since independence. On the 
one hand, the core of our ruling class have steadily moved 
themselves further and further away from the danger of 
political contamination by contact with the masses, have come 
to rely more and more on the sanction of force rather than the 
sanction of popular opinion, and in consequence have almost 
completely divorced State policies. domestic and foreign, 
from national sentiment and the wishes of the people. 
Whether these policies are good or bad is beside the point. 
The point is that these policies are the brainchildren of 
bureaucratic scribblers in the Secretariats, of foreign experts, 
of big or small fry in the Government, and not a practical 
codification of popular desire. On the other hand. the bulk of 
the intelligentsia and the politically conscious elements, at 
least in West Pakistan. have either given up the fight or have 

become more and more resigned to the inevitability of a long 

period of waiting before better days come round again. And 
the people have been left out in the cold by both sides. No 
wonder then that a good many of them have come to believe 
that all politics is a fraud. that there is no hope for them and 
no future, unless some mysterious deliverer emerges from 
somewhere-a role that every one of our bungling politicians 
is only too eager to claim. 

This dual process of political aggrandizement on the one 
hand and political demoralisation on the other began a long time 
ago, in fact soon after independence. When Pakistan was 
established it was the obvious duty of the leaders of the Muslim 
League to have the seal of national approval affixed to the deed 
of transfer of power drawn up by foreign hands. The Muslim 
League rulers. however. did nothing of the sort. They merely 
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settled down in their chairs (until they started the game of 
toppling each other over) and tacitly fostered the doctrine that 
since the people had chosen the Muslim League as their 
mouthpiece to voice the Pakistan demand, the leaders of this 

body had thereby acquired a right, divine, absolute, and 
irrevocable, to mle Pakistan as they pleased. This initial lapse, 
however, could have been overlooked if the ruling gentry had 
made some effort to take the next obvious step towards 
democracy, namely if they had drafted a Constitution and 
enabled the people to set up a national Parliament and a 

representative Government. Again, the mlers did nothing of the 
sort. The only Constitution-making the late unlamented 

Constituent Assembly ever did. in seven years of its existence, 

was the passage of the Objectives Resolution. The only sop 
thrown to the people by way of recognising their political 
existence was the holding of piecemeal, gerrymandered elections 

in the Provinces on the basis of factional alliances. And all that 
these rehashed Provincial Assemblies and Governments did was 
to dedicate their entire time and energy to perennial personal 
intiigues, to an unending danged of political catch-as-catch-can. 

This phase of our political life. or lack of it, ended in 
October 1 954. when the old Constituent Assembly was given 

the coup de grace and government by Ordinance began. 
During this interlude the Government and the law courts 
frequently appeared to he on the brink of a head-on clash. If 
this interlude proved to be rather brief and did not take on a 
deadlier form, the credit should perhaps, in part, go to our 

law courts. Nevertheless, this period did leave behind an 
important residue in our body politic. It brought about an 
unannounced but fairly vi sible shift in the balance of political 
power. In this redistribution, the professional bureaucrat 
gained at the expense of the professional polit ic ian. This  
represented a net loss for democracy because the former class 
i s, both physically and mentally, even further removed from 
the commonalty of citizens than the latter. 

Finally. in the middle of last year, a new Constituent 
Assembly was brought into b,: i ng :  the work of constitution-
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m ak i n g  began to progress at some speed and hopes re vi ved 
t h a t  t h e  w e ary ro a d  av,:ay fro m p o p u l a r  fre e d o m  a n d  
democrat ic  ru le was about t o  e n d  a n d  a brighter path about t o  
e me rge from the haze of t i m e .  These hopes became more 
i mpetuous and l e s s  restrained \v hen the Const i tu t ion  was 
fin a l l y  compl eted. i n  sp i te of the fl aws.  traps. and loop-holes 
that th is  docu ment \ is ibly contained.  These hopes centrt'd 

round three th ings .  First .  it was hoped that the men i n  contro l  
o f  n at ional  affairs \\ o u l d  be constrained to respect the ktter 
and spirit of the const i tut ional document  they had the rnseh ··' "  
conceived and steered to comp let ion-a deed for w h i c h  they 
c l a i m  no end of cred i t .  Second. i t  \\ as hoped t h at the p:issage 
of the Const i tution would be fol l owed.  al most i m mediate ly .  
b y  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  s o m e  d e fi n i t e .  (' r at  l e a s t  
appro x i m ate . date for t h e  L" l l I 1 \ e n 1 ng o f  a General  E lect ion 
and t h e  a pp ro pr i a te  ad 1 n i n is  tr  a t  iv  e and c �rn s t  i t  u t i  on a 1 
machi nery towards this  end i m mediate ly  sl't in m o t i o n .  Third. 
i t  was hoped t hat a s  soon as the pro speL·ts of a Genera l  
Elect ion became real o u r  ru l i n g  j u nta wou l d .  i n  the i r  own 
i nterest. l ay off the i r  fa\(1urite pa..,t i me 01  palace i ntr igues 
and revert to some form of construct ive pol i t ical  act i \  i ty.  
a l lowing the i r  pol i t ical  r i \  a l s  to do the same .  N one of these 
hopes has.  u n fort u n ate ly .  found any substance to feed on. 
The prospects of a general e lect ion are as shadowy as ever.  
feuds and sq uabbks amon22 the ru l i ng gen try ha\ e g ro w n  
fiercer. a n d  the pervchiom o f  const i tut ional  pro v i s i o n s  and 
propriet ies become nearly as constant as sunset and daybreak. 
I t  wou l d  be poi nt less to catalogue proofs: the events arc too 
wel l k n o w n .  Any v e s t ige of Jouht  t h a t  t he a u t hors a n d  

custodians  o f  t h e  Const i tut ion s t i l l  attach s o m e  sanct i ty to 
t h i "  doc u ment w i l l  he re m m ed by the latest performance of 
Gove rnor Fazl u l  H u q .  To sa\ e a few parti san ski n -. .  the East 
Paki stan A s sembly has been proro g ued t w i ce \\ i t h i n  a few 
weeks w i th a shame lessness that m ust be u n ique i n  the annal s 
of const i tu t i onal  bodie s .  

H o w  far t h e n  i "  freedom \ c t .1 \\.hen \\ i 1 1  t h e  d a y  o f  
i ndepe nde n ce coinc ide \\ i th  t h e  da\ of freedom ".) W h e n  w i l l  
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the people ' s rule begin? When wi ll the Constitution actual ly 
begin to operate. for at the moment we are Governed Merely 
by i t s  interim provi s ions? Obviously. general elect ions to al l  
e lect ive bodies in the country . and particularly to the National 
Parl iament. are the very first step towards this goal . This is 
the very beginning of the road. To be able to take this step. to 
be able to begin this road, it is  the duty of al l  patriotic c itizens. 
and of al l  pol i t ical elements and parties who sti I I  retain a 
consc ience, to unite and concentrate on two demands : the 
demand that a date for General Elections be publicly set 
i mmediately,  and the demand that until elections are held. the 
present constitutional structure be maintained and the spirit 
of constitutional provisions respected. M uch greater publ ic  
v ig il ance i s  needed than some people imagine even to retai n 
our direction towards the beginning of thi s road, for elements 
are s t i l l  at work among us to lead us back i nto the lawless 
wi lderness of personal ru le .  

23 March 1 957 

State of the Republic 

While the first rays of the sun must dissipate the murky 
shadow of night, they do not always bring the comforting 
warmth that people expect with the morn . The delayed dawn 
of democracy in Paki stan-which was ushered in amidst 
joyfu l  celebrations one year ago-has certainly i l l umined the 
path that we must fol low;  and, as a happy consequence, the 
publ ic ear is no longer tortured by the din of the prowlers of 
the night who made the dark period of depri vation more 
horrible by brazenly c lamouring for the perpetuation of some 
form of dictatorship. But with most people the numbness of 
mind and body after being left out  in  the cold for years does 
not seem to have been fu l ly  overcome; in certain essential 
respects national endeavour sti 1 1  suffers from near-paralys is  
and we stand almost where we did last  year. That Pakistan · s 
progress in many fields continues at a sati sfactory pace is 
indeed gratifying; but this should not be al lowed to divert the 
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peopl e ' s  atte nt ion from the fact  that the battle for democracy 
and soc i a l  j u st i ce has yet to be fought and won, and that u n t i l  
t h e  opponents o f  pol i t ical  and economic reform have been 
defeated. the country w i l l  not he able to tread with real 
confidence the path that l eads to i t-.. re ndenous with de st iny .  

The first task  be fore the  people of  Paki stan i s  to c arry 
fonvard the democratic process begun last  year: for othern 1 · . ,: 

u ncertai nty w i l l  cont i nue to mar the fut ur e  of the land.  On 
the occasion of the b i rth of the Republ i c  \\ e were cun qrai 1 1 e d  
to point  out t h a t  t h e  lay ing of t h e  fou ndat i o n s  cou l d  g i n :: u11h 
temporary sati sfac t i o n .  u n l e s s  t h i s  w a s  fol lowed w i t h i n  a 

re a s o n a b l e  t i m e by c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e  s u p e r q ru c t u re 
e n v i saged i n  the const i tut io nal  p l a n .  Stre s s i ng I he urgent 
necess i ty  o f  c o n s u l t i n g the e l ec torate on t h e  i " J l t e rn  o f  
governance dC\ i sed fur t h e  m u n  tr)  a n d  a l  l rrn i n ¥  t he peop l e  
t o  choose the i r  ru l e r s .  \\ c h a d  v o i ced t h e  d e m <m d  that  
Pakistan ' s  first Ge neral E l ect ion must be  held \\ i t h i n  t we h e 
months of the R e p u b l i c ' s  i naugura t i o n .  a n d  t h a t .  i n  the 
meanti m e .  the rul i n g  p art i e s  must  bui ld up new trad i t ions  and 
com e n t i o n s  that \\ o u l d  strengthen rathe r L i' .l ll \ i t i atc the 
democratic fabric of the Const i t u t i o n .  I f  the i r  w i l l i ngness and 
abi l i ty to breathe l i fe i nto the Conq itut ion by earnest!;.. g i \  ing 
e ffect to i ts  1110<,t i m portant  pol i t i c a l  prm i s  ions  were to be 
regarded as a test of \\ hether t he count 1f -;  rulers had s incerely 
abandoned t h e  at t i tude \v h i ,.- h i 111posed such a long period of 
tra v a i l  o n  Paki sta!1 . i t  \\ ou ld  appear that they have not passed 
t h e  t e s t .  t h a t  t h e y  r e m a i n w e d d e d  t o  t h e  w ay s  o f  
author i tari a n i s m  A s  far as the Genera l  E l e c t io n  i s  concerned. 
apart from t h e  tact t hat cert ain e l c c t i on appoi n t m ents ha vc 

been made. \\ e are no ne arer t hat great day than we were a 
) L d r  � tgu . . .  

Pak i qan has d ur i ng recent  years taken b i g  strides i n  
i ndu�tr ia l  dewloprncnt.  and.  despite the abse nce o f  proper 
p l a n n i n g  and c o n t ro l .  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of i nd u st r i e s  h a s  
conti nued a t  a reasonable pace. There are. of course.  a n umber 
of p ro b l e m �  re l a t i n g to P a k i \ t a n · �  t ra n � i t i o n  from an 
agri cul tural  country to one \\ i th � t  m ixed economy w h i ch 
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need to be tack led more effect ively :  among other things.  the 
admini strat ion must aim at a better ..,ystem of priori t ies in  
nurturing industria l  un i t s ,  check the  prices of indigenous 
goods. speed up the development of  power resources. and 
remove the various bott lenecks that impede trade .  All th is  
should he lp to reduce the imbalance in our economy : but  the 
rea l  economic  p rob lem that face s  Pak i s tan is tha t  of 
stagnation. even deteriorat ion.  in  the agr icu l t ural sector. 
Agricul tural regeneration c learly must take precedence over 
al l other problems,  not only because of the food shortage and 
the fact that continued food import:-, threaten to hold up al l  
deve lopmen t s  p l ans .  but aho because ,  w i thou t  h igher 
standards of product i on in agricu l ture. Paki..,tan wi l l run short 
of i ndustrial raw materials .  and without higher standards of 

l i v ing in the \ i l l ages. the market fur our industri a l  goods w i l l  
remain severely restricted. Further. apart from being wastefu l  
and ineffic ient .  the present �y.., tem condemns the bigge:--t 
section of our population t o  a l i fe of ignorance.  indigence. 
and i l l -rewarded toi l .  The yield per acre in  Pakis tan i s  about 
the lowest in the world. pri mari ly because the big landlords 
are on the whole not  '>Uffic iently interested in farming.  and 
the rack-rented tenants J ack the incentive and opportunity to 
i mprove the ir  method'> .  W c see that \vhi le  the people starve 
and food is purchased abroad at a heavy cost. and whi le 
l akhs of hard-working peasants fret in  id leness .  vast  tracts of 
land l ie  waste and mi l l ions of cusecs of water run down 
uselessly to the sea. The feudal system.  for which Authority 
seems to have g reat re spect .  p revents the renovation of 
agricu l ture : i t  keeps the mass of our people at a low level of 
subsistence and emasculates the ir pol i tical and social ri ghts :  
i t  threatens our economic v iabil ity and thereby our pol i tical 
independence. The count ry can e i ther preserve the pr i v i l eges 
of the mighty lords of  the latifi111dia or it can preserve its 
economic and pol i t ical i ndependence : i t  cannot possibly save 
both. and i t  has l i t t le t ime left to make a choice .  

I t  needs t o  h e  clearly understood that Pakis tan · s  future 
progress w i l l  be governed large ly by the manner and speed 
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w i th \\ hi i..:h \\ c tackle  the:-,e t w i n  problems-that of e n s ur ing 
due regard for the fu ndamental principles of de mocratic pol i ty  
and that o f  c rnh i ng a rational  l an d  sy ste m .  They are r ight ly 
ca l led twin probkrns because, apart from exerc i s ing a l most  

e q u a l  i n fl u e n c e  o n  o u r  n at i o n al l i fe . they are  c l os e l y  
i nterl i n ked. I n  the first p lace. the custodians o f  pol i t i cal  power 
arc . q u i te o ft e n .  t he m se l ve s  the benefi c i a r i e s  of fe udal  
pri vi lege:  there fore. they wi l l  anyhow cont i nue to h i nder the  
i ntroduction of agrarian reform s .  And those among the present 
ru l i ng group who have no d i rect vested i n te rest  in fe udali sm 

aho rea l i se t h at the l i berat i o n  of the peasant  fro m  t h e  
e co no m i c  and soc i al shackles  t h at make h i m  p o l i t i c al l y  
i neffect i \ e  w i l l  u l t i m ate l y  break u p  the i r  monopo l y  o f  power. 
S i m i l a r l y .  if u n fe t tered democracy i s  e s t ab l i shed i n  t h e  
country--and the ru l e  o f  law cannot s o  eas i ly  b e  prevented 
hy the P i rs and M i rs and Khans and Nawabs-the peasant 
\\ i l l  beg i n  to exerc i se his right of vote more courageou s l y  
a n d  more j udic ious ly .  and t h u s  secure a t  least some of h i s  
demands through a more representat ive  l e g i sla ture .  Pol i ti c a l  
autocracy a n d  fe udal pri v i l ege t e n d  to support e a c h  other. 
because one cannot eas i l y  surv i ve vv i thout  the other. The 
struggle aga i n s t  po l i t ical  oppre s s i o n  and the anted i l u v i an 

agrarian set-up must.  therefore. be a j o i n t  effort . And today ' s  
s i t uat ion u nderl ines  the fact that t h i s strugg l e  for a more j u st 
d i s p e n s a t i o n  c a n n o t  be p o s t p o n e d  a n y  l o n g e r  w i t h o u t  
pro m ot i ng econo m i c  chaos a n d  pol i t ica l  fru strati o n .  I t  i s  
esse n t i a l .  there fore .  that a l l  pol it ica l  e lements  c apable o f  
th i n k i ng beyond the i r  own personal or group i n te rests  should 
un ite to o\·erco me the grave peri l that faces the nat ion.  Only 

in  th i s \\ ay can we e n su re that the country ' s  steady advance 
w i l l  not he t lr n arted. that the N at ion w i l l  soon reach its fu l l  
stature. and that e\ ery c i t i ze n  o f  the Republ ic w i l l  be able to 
'>land up -,traight and u nbowed. proud of h i s  i na l i e n able rights,  
free fro m the b ur d e n  o f  h u nger.  free fro m  the fe ar o f  
oppress ion . 
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14 August 1957 

Ten Years 

We celebrate today the tenth  annn crsary of  the dawn of 
freedom.  Whatever  ch an ges  fort une may b ri n g  us and 
whatever occas ions. happy or sad. may in future befa l l ,  the 
fourteenth day of August  wi l l  forever re m a i n  the 1110-.t  
important date i n  our nat ional h i story .  This  day . therefore. 
should  be a day of rejo ic ing .  not regret .  of hope. not despa i r. 

of l ooking forward to the happi ness of unborn tomorrows.  
not of look ing back on t he heartache and the pain nf unhappy 
yesterdays .  And yet it i s  not so w i t h  us. and rare ly has been .  
Year after year on th i s  day. the shadow of uncerta i nt ies ,  the 
memory of wrongs endured and hardsh ips gone t h rough.  the 
deadweigh t  of  a seem ingly  d1 ange less pol i t y .  i n h i b i t:-- lhe jov 
and obstruc ts  the song .  and al though we st i l l  de 1 o ut l y greet 
the day, the s igh t  is c louded w i t h  anxiet ies and the heart 
yearns for a fu l ler  and a more carefree hour.  \\' h y  �hou ld i t  
b e  so"! I t  i s  not hccau:-.e t he country has made n o  mater ial 
progre s s  during the Ja,t kn yc< 1 1", . I t  has.  We have set up 
many new l ight  i ndustr ies .  evci 1  though t he ir products arc 
neither cheap nor p le n t i fu l L't10ugh tu l i gh ten the dai l y  cares 
of the  great majori ty of our people .  We have b n i l t  dams and 
barrages and b rough t 1 as1 new areas under cu l t i vation .  e \ en 
t hough our dai ly bread has hecome more scarce than ever. 
The defences of the countrv have been conso l idated and \Ve 
face  no immediate t hreat of  aggress ion , even t hough some 
very grave d isputes w i th  our c l osest n e i g hbours are s t i l l  
unresolved. Above a l l .  we  have. at l o n g  l a�t .  obtai ned a 
Con st i tu tion for the land, even though i t. �  most important 
p ro v i s i o n s  s t i l l  a w a i t  t h e b i rt h  o f  p o p u l a r l y - e l e c t e d 

leg i s latures . 
Th i s  record . however  i nadequa te .  s hou ld  ye t  have 

provided the common man w i th mater ia l  enough for nat ional  
self-confidence and hopeful resul ve .  I t  has done noth i ng of 
the k i nd. In publ ic  and i n  privacy,  i n s i de homes and out i n  
the market place. t he speech o f  the people i s  s i ck wi th  di sgust 
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a n d  fru strat ion.  streaked w it h  i m potent anger. There are many 
reasons for t h i s .  but  there is one basic cause w h i c h  e nters 
i nto them al l .  And t h i s  bas i c  cause is the complete e x c l us ion 
or the people from the power which should ha\ e denll ved on 
them w i t h  the corn i n g  of i ndependence. the power w h i c h  has 
been r ightfu l ! ;- the irs ever since th is  day ten years ago. hut  
h a s  bee n w i t h h e l d  fro m t h e m  b y  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  s e l f
appo i nted coter ies .  For ten years.  one person ( or group of 
persons ) after another. with the help of a fnv c ronies  and 
camp-fo l l owers.  has  set h i m s e l f  up a-. the c u stod i an of the 
people ' s  pol i t ical  belon g i ngs .  and each such reg i me has  been 
speedi ly  u ndone by the jealous ies .  i ntri gues.  and machi nat ions  
of r ival  pretenders. W i t h  the passage of t i me these confl icts  
i n  the ru l i n g camp h av e  s harpe ned. the methods of at t a i n i ng 
or reta i n i ng power ha\ e become more ru t h l e s s  and more 
corrupt.  the contac t  between the ru lers and the ru l e d  become 
'il c a d i l y  m o re re m o t e .  C r i s e s .  e m e rg e n c i e s .  d e ad l o c k s .  
enthrone menh and dethronements.  syuabble-.,  and h and-clasps.  
attachments  and defect ions .  arc a l l e nacted w i t h i n  this same 
s m a l l  g ro u p  \\ h i  c h  changes s hape and colour w i th every 
ch ange of season and ever rem a i n s  the same.  I n  none of these 
transact ions hm e the people ever h ad a hand and in many of 
them even the present  hand-pi cked legis l at ures are a l lowed 
l i t t le  \ o ice.  And t h i s  i s  the cause-t h i s  arrogation of power 
hy an appare nt ly  i rremovable few. t h i -.,  forc i bl e  suspens ion of 
the peopl e ·  s right to choose the i r  own govern ment  and ca l l 
t h e m  to account through popu l ar i n st i tut i on s-for a l l  our i l l s . 

pol i ti c a l .  economic .  mora l .  and psycholog i c a l . I t  i s  because 
of this  that · pol i t i c s ·  and · pol i t i c i a n ·  han: become terms of 
abuse and pol i t i c a l  orga n i s a t i o n  h a s  become prac t i c al l y  
e x t i nct .  Becau-.e o f  i t .  the \\ eal th o f  the l and has  become fai r  
spo i l  for anyone w h o  h a s  some p o l i t i c a l  c a p i t a l  t o  se l l :  
bcc au�e o f  i t  norm al com merc i a l  rout i nes h a\·e g i v e n  pl ace to 
smash and g rab methods for permi h  and l icences.  and the 
bl ack m arket i s  the only market for many good-..  Th i s  is  the 
cause of corruption i n  h i g h  pl aces and low.  the cause of the 
prC\ a i l i ng mental i ty to make speed i l y  w h at y o u  can.  for 
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tomorrow your M inistry or the Ministry of your friends might 
d i e .  Because of it honest p ra i se has been rep l aced by 
grovel l ing and flattery, honest crit icism supplanted by slander 
and blackmai l .  

A n d  yet these abuses, and the state o f  mind they have 
engendered among our people, are by no means native to our 
national genius or national temperament, as many prophet s 
of doom would  have us be l ieve. They are as arti fi cia l  and as 
hand-made as the arbitrary political structure which has given 
them b irth . They wil l endure as long as the present i rreparable 
poli t ical  structure endures .  It i s  foo l i sh to hope or pretend 
that any coal itions, combinations, or permutations can give 
to this structure e i ther strength or stabi l i ty .  Under the present 
ci rcumstances al l  parliamentary coal it ions will be coal it ions 
of the same few people whom no pol i t ica l  i deal  holds 
together, al l  combinations wi l l  be the combinations of the 
same irreconci lable personal interests. One hears some talk 
these days of a 'Nat ional Government '  composed of the 
pre sent  par l i amentary Part i e s .  Noth ing cou l d  be more 
unreal istic. How can you have a 'nat ional ' Government in  
whose composit ion the nation has had no voice'? When not a 

couple of these groups have been able to keep house together, 
how wi l l  half a dozen of them live happi ly  ever after'? 

There i s ,  therefore, only one remedy to the s i tuation: the 
revers ion of power into the hands of the people .  And there i s  
only one method whereby i t  can be done-free, i mpartial 
General Elections, the setting up of genui ne ly representative 
parl iamentary institutions and the total enforcement of the 
Constitution . . .  

23 March 1 958 

A Republic in Travail 

Pakistan ' s  first Republ ic  Day, it m ight be remembered. was 
celebrated with great pomp and ceremony, as if i t  real ly 
m arked the severance of al l  our l inks with an unhappy past. 
B rave speeches were made at mass meetings and generous 
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promi ses showered on the peop l e :  colourfu l  proce ss ions and 
parade s marched through gai l :  bedecked streets:  dazz l i ng 
banquets were arranged : and special  emi ssaries were i n vi ted 

from a l l  corners of the gl obe to wi tness the beg i n n i ng of an 
era of democrati c freedom for the people of thi s land . . .  

Fu l l y  two years have passed s i n c e  that day of r i c h  
promise .  Paki stan re mains burdened \\ i th  an u ndemocratic 
regime. i ts  governance \ ested in legis latures that mock the 
e l ectorate " s right to choo-,e and change the i r  ru lers .  E ffect ive 
authority i s  st i l l  concentrated i n  a few grasping hands. w h i l e  
t h e  people are a s  far remoYed as e\ er  be fore from t h e  centre 
of power. their  problems u nattended. the i r  demands i gnored.  
M an y  o f  t h e  cou n t ry · s  l aw s  c a n  -. t i l l  he s u s p e n d e d  by 
execut ive fi at : and even i ts  new Const i tut ion can be amended 
by the Pre s i de n t  i f. in his o p i n i o n .  such a m e nd m e n t  i s  
neces sary i n  order t o  remove some const i tut ional  o r  pol i tical  
d i fficu l t\ . W h i le e n forcement of the Const i tut ion st i l l  awaits  
Pak i stan · s first-e\ e r  General Elect ion.  powerful voices have 
begun to i m eigh against the pattern of o ur fundamental  l aw 
and to suggest  dangerous a l ternat i ve s .  This  document  i s  
certa i n l y  n o t  free from fl aws. and a rat ional  re\ i s i o n  o f  some 
o f  its provi sions  i-. a n  essential  task.  But. in the first p lac e .  
m a n y  o f  those \\ ho c a l l  for i m m e d i ate c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  
Const i tut ion seek t o  make i t  l ess .  a n d  n o t  more . democrat i c .  
Second l y .  an atte mpt  t o  i nt ro d uce maj o r  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  
Const i tut ion n o w  i s  bound t o  resurrect t h e  danger of y e t  
another postponement of t h e  e lect ions :  th is .  i n  t u r n .  c o u l d  
eas i l y  l e a d  to chaos. Fort u nate l y .  however. m o s t  people n o w  
rea l i se that i t  wou l d  b e  e xtremely short-s ighted t o  work for 
some m i nor a l terat ion i n  the plan at the risk of destroy i n g  the 
whole edifi c e .  Th i s  i s  i ndeed most hearten ing .  and i f  such 
publ ic pressur e  i s  mai ntai ned it should help to frustrate the 
designs of those who fear the e lect ions because they fear the 
people.  

N o t  -, u rp r i s i n g l y .  d u r i n g  t h i -.  p ro l o n g e d  p e r i o d  o f  
const i tut ional  confu s i o n .  Pak i s t a n  has dri fted from cr is i s  to 
cri s i s .  O \ e r  the last l \\ Ch e  month � .  for example.  there have 
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been three Prime Min isters at the Centre. and three Chief 
M in i sters in  West Pak i stan-apart from a few months of 
d i rect gubernatorial ru le-and if in  East Pakistan the M in istry 
has so far remained more or less unchanged. it is not for any 
lack of effort on the part of those who seem to j udge every 
poli t ical issue i n  terms of the narrowest personal or factional 
interests .  In the absence of effect ive popular sanctions. a 
d i s tressingly large number of pol it ical leaders have fel t  free 
to manoeuvre and i ntrigue wi thout any regard for pol i t ical 
principles or moral scruples. While certain parties have shown 
no great loyalty to pledges or programme, individuals have 
cons idered themselves free to search for r icher pastures  
wi thout any l oyal ty to the i r  part i e s :  and dur ing cruc ia l  
sessions, when votes attain inflat ionary prices. the Assembly 
floor has been crossed in  different d irections by the same 
M ember twice, or even thrice. within twenty-four hours . . .  

How and when wi l l  the nation ' s  travai l  be brought to an 
end? Firstly ,  let it be reali sed that we cannot s i t  back and 
hope that some guardian angel wi l l  cleanse our s tables :  the 
responsibi l i ty i s  whol ly ours, and it wi l l  e ither be tackled by 
us or not at a l l .  Further. it is plain that our sy stem of 
government cannot be blamed for the fact that the nation i s  
s t il l  marking t ime. And, whi le i t  can be  said that the people 
have been gu i l ty of apathy, le t  us also remember that s ince 
I 946 they have not been consulted on any major national 
i ssue, and that they have been betrayed and tricked by thei r  
leaders again  and again .  I t  w i l l .  however, not be  easy to do 
so now, because the people have already shed many of their 
i l lus ions: and as the exposure of part ies and leaders continues. 
they wi l l  learn to guard their votes more jealously and use 
them more j ud iciously .  Fi nail y.  no one has yet presented a 
more hopeful alternative to the pol i tical syste m  e nshri ned i n  

our  C o n s t i tu t i o n .  Those  who ta lk  of  d i c ta torsh i p  or  
revolu tionary counci l s  forget t hat the  people have seen these 
methods at work in Pakistan. and they rightly feel that the 
remedy is  much worse than the disease. We believe. therefore, 
that if the democratic process is restored in our country. and 
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if the peopl e  are g iven the opport u n i ty to decide who shoul d  
rule t h e  country and \\ hat pol ic ies  t hey shoul d  fo l l o w .  we 
w i l l  soon start fi nding the right sol ut ions to our nat ional  
p ro b l e m s .  and gradu a l l y  b u i l d  up a s tab l e .  s t ro n g .  and 
prosperou s  State.  

14  August 1 958 

Eleven Years of Freedom 

. . .  For a l mo-,t a decade no\\ . the pol i t ical  arena has been the 
safe playgro u n d  of men c u rsed w i th u n l i m ited greed and 
gifted w i th l i mi ted abi l i ty .  E\ e ry year has been a year of 
cri s i s .  and e\  cry season the season of i ntrigue.  It al most see ms 
that the only stab l e  factor in our pol i t ica l  l ife has been a 
constant i n stabi l it y .  Gowrnments ha\ e come and gone w i th 
bew i l deri n g  frequency.  and u s ua l l y  for reasons  that do not 
have the re motest connection \\ i th any public or national 
i ssue.  Thus.  year after year. Pak.i -,tan · s annal i sts have bee n 
c o m pe l l e d  to record p l e dges that  are n e v e r  rede e m e d .  
professions that are ne\ er honoured. pred ict ions t hat never 
come to pass.  a l l i ances that ne\ er l ast . and e x p lanat ions that 
tend to myst ify because they \ ei l  rather than u n fo l d  the t ruth .  

Not surpri s i n g l y  in  these  c i rc u mstances.  Paki stan has 
drifted stead i l y  towards economic ru i n  and pol it ica l  di saster: 
i t s  agri c u l t ur e  l a n g u i sh e s .  its i n d u st ry fa l t e r s  . . .  F a l l i ng 
production and ri s ing prices combine to make l ife i ncreas ingly  
d i fficul t  for the common man. w h i l e  wastefu l  Government 
expenditure .  the ni lgar ostentation of the rich fev·; .  and the 
widespread c orrupt i o n .  add great l y  to h i s  b i tterness .  Pro m pt 

and drastic measures are neces sarv to sa\ e Paki stan from 
v i rtual  bank ruptcy:  but our ru l e rs seem to be content  w ith 
obta i n i ng fore i g n  g i fts  to feed the peop l e  and rel y i ng on 
heav ier closes of fore i g n  aid for mainta i n i n g  some sembl ance 
of conti nued econom ic developme n t .  

Pakistan · s i ncreas ing economic dependence on forei g n  aid 
has. si nce the process began i n  1 95� .  heen matched by its rulers' 
1 t1 c re a s 1 t1 g  re l i ance o n  \V e s t e rn  gu idance and advice i n  
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formulating their pol icies-and both forms of dependence greatly 
help and strengthen each other. Since. today, almost every major 
national project-ranging from some heavy industry to a sanitary 
scheme in an over-grown vi l lage-is at least part ly financed by 
foreign gifts or loans. a whole army of fore ign advisers, 
consultants, and contractors has invaded our land; and quite 
often their advice can be rejected by Pakistani experts only at 
the cost of abandoning the disputed project. In foreign affairs, 
Pakistan ' s  more or less independent role during the first five 
years of its existence has given way to a pol icy of s iding almost 
always with the West. Thi s  has, apart from other consequences, 
damaged Pakistan ' s  relations with the whole non-Western world. 
Nothing i l lustrates the weakness of our present foreign policy 
more c learly than the fact that Pakistan appears wil ling to make 
fri ends only with those who are wi l l ing to be friends of the 
West-and this is an ever-narrowi ng circle. But what makes the 
tragedy more pathetic is that the Paki stan Government ' s  
allegiance to the West has n o  reciprocal basis. On none of the 
i ssues which real ly matter to Pakistan-with Kashmir heading 
the l i st-have we received any sympathy or support from our 
Western friends, nor is such help-which was said to be the 
price that we were to receive for joi ning their pacts and 
a l l iances-ever l i kely to be made available . Obviously, our 
foreign policy has brought us to a dead end, and it would be 
catastrophic to try to maintain its present direction. 

The only rel ief in this d i smal prospect is provided by the 
assurance that Pakistan ' s  first General Elections w i l l  be held 
early next year; and, if only because our rulers dare not order 
another postponement, it i s  reasonable to assume that th is  
promise wi l l  not be betrayed now. Apart from the fact that 
the e lections w i l l  a llow ful l  enforcement of the Constitut ion 
and thus block the road to authoritarianism, they will show 

the people that they themse lves are the real sovereigns i n  
Pakistan. I t  i s  qu i te possible that, confused b y  the c lamour of 
the pol i t ical  market-place, the people wi l l  return to power 
many among those who have been responsible for creat ing 
the present mess .  However. even i f  th is  does happen ,  the fact 
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that they w i l l  have been e lected to proper legis latures, and 
not mere caricatures of representative inst i tut ions. should help 
them to dev ise pol ic ies more c losely l inked to the country ' s  
needs. But  one would  l ike to hope that. even in  the first 
election. the people w i l l  try to driw away from the seats of 
power all those who have been gui l ty of neglect or ineptness 
or worse in  governing the country . They must rea l i se that 
tolerance and patience are excel lent qual i t ies in regard to 
individual conduct. but i n  the affairs of the nat ion. tolerance 
of misrule .  of the m i suse of power. of corruption and bribery. 
and patience in  the face of denia l  of the i r  rights. are not 
v irtues but weaknesses which sap the morale of the nation
and which must be stamped out if we are to mould Pakistan ' s  
destiny i n  accordance with the ideal s and aspirations that 
inspired the struggle for its achievement .  

23 March 1 959 

Pakistan: Retrospect and Prospect 

This day marks the anniversary of a major turning point in 
the hi story of our people.  the end of an era of compromi se,  
and the beginning of a dec i s ive stage i n  the people ' s renewed 
struggle for freedom. Gradual ly .  as the pol icy of dependence 
on Whitehall for spec i al safeguards .  and acceptance of al ien 
authority as the arb i ter of our national dest iny.  began to give 
way before the peopl e ·  s urge to cast  off the i r  cha ins ,  
thousands of earnest pol i t ical workers joined the battle and 
carried the message of freedom from carpeted pandals and 
rich drawi n g-rooms to the humblest hamlet and the darkest 

hove l .  The movement developed an i rres i t ible sweep because 
it was the expression of the people·  s urge to be free-free 
from fore ign m isrule .  from the fear of i nvolvement in d istant 
wars. from pol it ical subj ugation and economic exploitat ion; 
free to bui ld an egal i tarian society and harness our huge 
resources for the common wea l .  

L1nfortunately.  the achie\ ement of freedom was  su l l ied 
by senseless s laughter and rapine. Thi s  vast suffering shocked 
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and stunned our people,  but it did not d ishearten them. They 
w i ll ingly paid the price of l i berty, confident that i n  the haven 
they had sought and worked for, the ir  wounds would be 
healed and their tortured minds comforted. The people were 
then ready to answer any call to action, to reconstruct their 
broken l ives and build up the new State. Dismay and despair  
began to spread when they saw that a host  of self-seekers had 
secured high places, that with many of those who assumed 
power in  their name the promise of pel f  and pos i tion was far 
more attractive than the promises they had made to the people .  
Pol i tics was soon replaced by intrigue; corruption spread in  
a l l  fie lds ;  and honest poli t ica l  workers were harried and 
hounded .  E l e c t i o n s  were  e i th e r  not  h e l d  at  a l l  or  
g e rr y m andere d  and fa l s i f i ed .  The  Con s t i t u t i o n  was 
deliberately delayed from year to year, and when completed 
i t  was not implemented, not because it was unworkable ,  but 
mere ly  because it  cou ld  not offer-as  no de mocrat i c  
Constitution ever should-a firm written guarantee of  l i fe
membership i n  the Government for those in  power. Thus,  the 
freedom won after a prolonged struggl e  by the efforts of 
countless thousands of pol i t ical workers and unknown heroes, 
who suffered torture and incarceration and. sometimes, even 
death, was fri ttered away by pol i t ic ians  whose lust for power 
seems to have suppressed all decent pol it ical inst incts .  

In these c ircumstances, i t  is utterly wrong to  say that 
democracy has fai led in  Paki stan-because democracy was 
never given a fai r  chance. On the other hand, the absence of 
real democracy was responsib le for the mess cre ated by the 
small coterie of politicians and officials who ruled the country 
for almost twelve years in different combinations and under 
d ifferent labe l s .  In  fact, i t  is obvious that no rul i ng group, 
however effi cient and w e l l - i ntentioned, can carry out i ts 

programme ful l y  without organised publ ic support, and that 
mobi l i sation of the people for any cause is possible only 
through a healthy pol i t ical  l i fe .  The conclus ion i s  i nescapable 
that the present regime should start planning wi thout delay 
for the establ ishment of a democratic pol i ty .  I t  has been 
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announced on more than one occas ion that it is the 
Government' s  intention to establi sh a democratic form of 
government as soon as possible. and that its pattern will be 
decided upon in consultation with the people. This  declaration 
is. however. being interpreted in different ways by different 
people. For example. it has been suggested that the proposed 
consultation with the people should be through a Commiss ion 
or some other GO\ ernrnent agency. If thi s  matter is seriously 
pondered over. it will be reali sed that such a consultation can 
neither be sati sfactory from the Gm ernment · s viewpoint nor 

will it satisfy the people. The best. perhaps the only, way to 
consult the people i s  to ask them to elect their nominees to s it  
together in  a National Assembly. The principle of nomination 
of men of learning has also been hinted at: but in the year 
AD 1 995 . it i s  a little difficult to debate this question with any 
ser iousness.  It would clearly be far better to have no 
Assembly at all than to ha\·e one that has no democratic  
sanction. The suggestions regarding a limited franchise are 
also not l ikely to be either acceptable or useful. Neither a 
literacy qualification nor the grant of voting rights to men of 
property, nor the removal of women from the voters· I i st. can 
help to eliminate the factors that ha\ e vitiated past elections. 
In the same way. an indirect election is highly undesirable. 
because. apart from other reasons ,  it i s  easier to buy over a 
few dozen or even a few hundred persons rather than tackle 
millions of voters. To ensure that the people may send in the 
best available men. the first prerequisite i s  that the elections 
should be conducted with scrupulous honesty : and there can 
be no doubt whatsoever that the present regime i s  fully 
capable of ensuring that the ballot will not be tampered with 
by anybody. Gi\ en a clean election. it is reasonable to assume 
that a majority of the National Assembly will consist of 
genuine representatives of the people who will honestly serve 

the national interest. 
It has been said that elections of any type should be 

avoided until  the present Gmernment has been able to 
accompli sh the more important national tasks. Thi s  objection 
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apparently rests on the premise that pol i t ical l ife tends to 
i mpede reform . In actual fact ,  however. mere executive action 
i s  neve r  s u ffi c i e nt  t o  g u a rantee t he fu l l  s u cce s s  of 
Government ' s amel i orative measures :  i t  needs to be backed 
by pol i t ical education and debate. so that the people ' s  real 
wi shes can be made known and their  voluntary assistance 
en l i sted in the tasks of reconstruct ion.  However. even if i t  
were conceded that the Government ' s  hands are too ful l  jus t  
now. and that i t  should be  g iven t i me to complete the  process 
of l and reforms and the purge of corrupt or ineffic ien t  
offic ia ls .  these tasks have a lready been taken i n  hand and 
w i l l  be completed before the end of  the year: therefore. 
preparations for the creat ion of a Nat ional Assembly should 
be started immediately.  because i t  w i l l  take at least six months 
to fi na l i se ,the voters ·  l i s t s  and make other neces sary 
arrangement-. .  Another obj ect ion to th is  proposal i s  that. in 
the present c i rcumstances, i t  i s  l i kely to al low the d iscredi ted 
and di shonest pol i t ic ians to stage a come-back .  In the first 
p lace, the fact that the elections wil l now be clean and honest 
should help to e l im i nate the worst pol i t ical racketeers and 
create room for honest po l i t ical workers. But  if  there i s  l ack  
of faith in  the pcuple ' s  abi l i ty t o  make a proper choice i n  
today ' s  c i rcumstances. a way o u t  would b e  t o  l ay down that 
the interim National Assembly should have no legis lat ive 
powers, and its main function should be to discuss and rati fy 
the Constitut ion whose promulgation w i l l  pave the way for 
Pakistan ' s  first General Election. 

We earnest ly hope that the Central Government wil l  g ive 
proper consideration to these issues, real i s ing that the rea l  
consummation of  Pak istan· s freedom, through the rest i tut ion 
of sovere ignty to the real sovereign-the people-wi l l  not 
only end Pakistan · s prolonged pol it ical cri s i s .  but a l so restore 
Pakistan ' s  prest ige and pos i t ion in the comity of free nat ions .  
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10 August 1 947 

Division of the Forces 

Not long ago some people proclaimed that the cause of the 
d ivis ion of India would founder on the rocks of the country ' s  
defence problems .  These pessimists held that t o  attempt the 
d ivi sion of the Indian Armed Forces was to ask for ruin and 
chaos. Prominent among those who ins i sted that the Armed 
Forces should remain uni ted for ever and ever were Br i t i sh 
die-hards who maintained that united defence was essential i f  
Pakis tan and H industan were to remain  t ied to  Br i ta in  
economical ly ,  pol i t ical l y .  and m i l i tar i ly .  I t  soon became 
obvious, however. that if the two States were to emerge as 
truly independent and sovereign. there was no other choice 
except to d iv ide the A rmed Forces. This real i sat ion must 
have weighed heavi ly  w i th our nat ional leaders when they 
dec ided to break up one of the finest fighting forces in the 
world. Not many wi l l  d i spute that the method of d iv is ion 
out l ined by the A l l -India Part it ion Council  is fai r  and just ;  i t  
a lso goes to show that  when you seriously intend to do 
somethi ng, a su i table way of  doing i t  can always be found. 
The s i tuation demanded that the d iv is ion should be part 
territorial and part communal .  The relat ions between the 
future Governments of the two Dominions . and the guarantees 
against discrimination they can give to the m inori ty personne l .  
w i l l  largely determine whether th is  d iv i s ion becomes more 
and more communal or more and more territoria l .  It i s  
grati fy ing that those most v i ta l ly concerned. the  men and 
officers of the former Indian Army. Navy,  and A ir Force. are 
reported to be fu l ly  sat isfied with this solution. The div is ion 
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of men has taken p lace:  the mach i n e s  re mai n to be d i v ided. 
We hope that.  in the a l lot me nt of m i l i tary equi pment .  a ircraft. 
armoured vehic les .  naval u n i ts.  ordnance factories .  and other 
stores. j u st ice w i l l  be done to Paki stan . E \ en though the 
d i v i s ion of the Force-. has become a fact .  there arc -.t i l l  some 
people who cont i n u e  to prophesy d i saster. The Koi-Huis 
mai ntai n that the destruct ion of reg i mental " trad i t i o n ·  w i l l  do 
i rr e parab l e  d a m age . Trad i t i o n  i s  i mp o rt a n t .  b u t  n o t  a s  
i mportant as these gent lemen wou l d  h a \ e  us be l ie ve.  They 
forget that the former I nd i a n  Army. despi te the pol i t i c a l  

stri ngs which had b e e n  v i s ible  of late. w a s  i n  the m a i n  a n  
a l i e n  b o d y  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  p o s s e s s  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  
psychological  i mpet u -.  produced by t h e  consciousness that 
the c ause one fi g:hts for i s  not onlv r i 2:htcous but is  a lso the � . � 
accepted c a use of on e · s  c o u ntr: m e n .  W i thout  any s u c h  
patri otic urge. a trad i t ion of sorts had been b u i l t  u p  i n  t h e  o l d  
I nd i an A r m y .  a regi mental  patri ot i sm w h i c h  w a s  n e v e r  rea l l y  
a substitute for t h e  g e n u i n e  art i c l e .  The format i o n  of t h e  I N A  
demon strated the fl i m -. i ness o f  t h i s  tradi t ion .  The two arm i e s .  
w h e n  d i \· i s ion  i s  complete.  \\ i l l  ha\ e the i r  roots i n  t h e  people .  
Thei r  moral fi bre w i l l  be strengthened by the know l edge that 
the salt  they eat.  whether it comes from the mines  of Khewra 
or the I n dian Ocean . is  i ndigenou-,.  not fore i g n .  The latest  
and most surpri s ing recru i t  to the ranks of these prophch of 
despair  is no less a person than l'v1 r Gandh i .  H i s  content ion 
that.  after the d i v i s i o n .  the two armi e s  \\ i l l  perpetual l y  stand 
on the border l i ne in battle arra y .  wait ing for the first shot to 
be fi red .  is  curious i n deed. U nless  i t  i s  the trans lat ion  o f  a 
subconsc i o u s  desi re to j o i n  B abu Purshottam Das;. Tandon i n  
h i s  proposed Crusade aga i n st Pak i stan.  w e  fai l  completely to 
u nderstand Mr Gand h i ' s  the s i s .  If the t \\ O  S t a tes have 
Governments fri endly to each other. as  we s i ncere l y  hope 
they \\ i l l . w e  see no reason at all \\ hy a s i m i l ar friendship 
should n o t  a l so e x i st between the two arm i e s .  There i s  
p ro v i s i o n i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  P l a n  for t h e  re t e n t i o n  o f  
adrn i n i strati \ C  cont ro l  b )  the S u preme Comm ander for a 
l i mi ted peri od.  As soon as d i \· i s ion  i s  complete.  th is  j o i nt 
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control by the Brit ish representat ive must make room for 
joint defence plans, d ictated by the interests of the two States, 
and we see no reason why these plans should not be drawn 
up in a spirit of friendliness and co-operation. Once the two 
S tates are formed and the two armies constituted, the scope 
for future co-operation is unl imited, given good wi l l  on both 
s ides .  The defensive requirements of a S tate , apart from the 
requ i rements  of i nternal securi ty ,  are governed by her  
i nternat ional rel at ions, or i n  other words by  the orientat ion of 
her foreign pol icy. There is too much loose talk fly ing round 
these days of the dangers confronting Pakistan and H industan 
both from each other and from foreign aggressors. This i s  
sheer nonsense, and the on ly  thing that can  give substance to  
these  i m ag inary fears i s  our  own s tup id i t y .  Whatever  
differences the  people of Pakistan and H industan had among 
themselves have already been settled by the material i sation 
of the divis ion itself. and as for the host i le  camps outside the 
Indian subcontinent, we have nothing much to do with e i ther 
one or the other. We cons ider  that Mr Gandh i  and h i s  
henchmen are doing l i tt le service t o  e ither H industan o r  
Pakistan by conjur ing u p  terrible v isions o f  mutual bloodshed 
and discord instead of stress ing the urgent necessity, and 
what we cons ider to be the far greater probabil it ies , of peace 
and co-operation. 

8 August 1948 

Trust and Betrayal 

In view of the possible developments in  Kashmir the Brit ish 
Government i s  reported to be serious ly  cons idering the 
wi thdrawal of al l  Bri t i sh officers serv ing in the armies of 
Pak i stan and I n d i a .  Whether or not Whiteha l l  dec ides to give 

' qu i t '  orders, we think i t  i s  t ime the Paki stan Government 
reviewed its present pol icy of allowing non-Paki stanis to hold 
pos it ions of h igh authority in  the services. We have no reason 
to doubt that Bri t i sh officers in the Pak i stan Army wi l l  
continue to  serve the State truly and loyally as long as they 
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are in t h i s  country " s u n i form . A rece nt  report that they have 
jo int ly  sought the B r i t i s h  govern ment " s  perm i ss ion to re main 
i n  the Pakistan Army even in  the n ent  of a war.  and the 
dec l arat ion.  mack some weeks ago by a h igh-ranking B ri t i s h  
o fficer to a gatheri ng of A nny officers i n  R awal p i n d i .  that 
the B ri t i s h  offi cers \Vo u l d  never let  dmrn the Pak i stan Army.  
shows that they do not regard t he i r  serv ice i n  Pak i stan mere l y  
as a pe nsion-earn i ng period. B u t  hm\ ever gen u i ne a n d  honest 
their i ntent ions.  i t  cannot be denied that the i r  dual a l l e g i ance 
pl aces them in an awkward s i tuat ion.  The Brit i s h  offi cer1., 

themse l ves w i l l  agree that it is ano malous for an i ndependent 
sovere i g n  S tate to have its army officered by c it i ze n s  of 
another country who are at the beck and cal l of  the i r  own 
g o ve rn me n t .  I t  sh o u l d  not b e  d i ffi c u l t  t o  c o m e  to an 
arrangement \\ hereby Br i t i sh  offi cers needed by the P a k i stan 
A rmy and \\ i l l i n g  to serve our country are freed from the ir  
pre s e n t  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  obey orders fro m W h i t e h a l l .  The 
question of Br i t i shers i n  the C i v i l  Sen ices req u i res even more 
urgent act i o n .  for recent ly  two c i v i l i ans  of the gubernatori al 
states have compro m i sed themse l ves rather serious ly .  In the ir  
case .  the sol ut ion i s  both  s i mple and obvious .  for t here i s  no 
quest ion w h at soever of their bei n g  i n d i spensable t o  the State.  
Some days ago. commenting in t hese col u m ns on the rep l y  
g i ven by t h e  B r i t i s h  Commonwealth Office to M r  G h u l a m  
M ohammad · s a l l egation against  Lord Mountbatten.  we asked 
S ir Fran c i s  M udie to e x p l a i n  how and why he.  as G m e rnor
des ignate of West Punj ab .  h ad g i ve n  h i s  assent to a pol icy  of 
non- interference w i t h  S i k h  plans for the s l aughter o f  M u s l i m s  
i n  the East Punj ab .  The West Punj ab G overnor has mai n tained 

an i nd i screet s i lence.  t hereby lend i ng overt support to the 
statement m ade b) the B r i t i s h  Commonweal t h  Office .  Now. 
an I nd i an gm e rn ment Pre ss :\'ote re\C a l s  that Sir George 
Cunningham.  the former Governor of the N WFP. during h i s  
tenure o f  office .  wrote a personal letter t o  S i r  R o b  Loc khart. 
the then I nd i a n  C . - i n-C . .  warning h i m  that  the Fro n t i e r  tribes 
were going to i n fi l t rate i n to K a � h m i r  and a l l e g i n g  that  the 
Frontier Gm ern rnent \\ as · act i \ e l y  h e l p i ng in t h i s . · and he 
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doubted if he 'could stop this ' .  The I nd ian Government has 
strongly den ied that their C . - in-C. kept this letter a secret, as 
a l leged by a section of the I ndian Press ,  and further states 
that th is  was the first authoritative int imation i t  had of the 
' i mp e n d i n g  t ro u b l e  i n  Kash m i r ' .  To wha t  ex t en t  
Cunn ingham · s  letter i s  based on  facts i s  o f  l i tt le consequence. 
At t h i s s tage it i s  equa l l y  u n i m portant  whe ther  t h i s  
forewarning o f  the tribesmen ·  s i n tention t o  go t o  the aid of 
the i r  Kashmiri brethren had any effect on Indian pol i cy and 
subsequent events in Kashmir. The i mportant thing is that a 
Governor of a Pakistani Province sent in formation on a matter 
of v i tal importance to the C . -in-C. of another S tate, and that 
the Frontier Cabinet as well as the Central  Government had 
no k nowledge  of t h i s  b l at a n t  fi fth -co l umn ac t i v i t y .  
Cunn i ngham i s  now out o f  our reach. and i s  probably 
somewhere in  England receiv ing his  pension from Paki stan ' s  
coffers : but he w i l l  have done some service t o  the future of 
Paki stan if  the fact that so high an offic ial has , for al l practical 
purposes ,  been act ing as an informer to a fore ign country 
breaks the complacency of the leaders of our State, who seem 
to be wedded to a pol icy of b l ind trust i n  B ri t i sh  good 
i ntentions. despite the series of d i sastrous events which. 
thanks to Bri ti sh  actions, accompanied the birth of Pakistan. 

6 A ugust 1 947 

The Unchanged Tune 

The determination to  fight for the uni ty of  Ind ia  has been 
expressed duri ng  the last few weeks by many H i ndu leaders, 
from the H indu Mahasabha as wel l as the Congress .  The 
ravings of these gentlemen could have been ignored as the 
impious wi shes of frustrated pol i ti c ians whose dream of a 
vast empire has not been rea l ised. But  the recent s tatements 
of the Pres idept and the General Secretary of the Congress. 
i ssued s imultaneously from New Delh i  and Karach i ,  cannot 
be so l ight ly  d ismissed. Speaking wi th a l l  the authority which 
attaches to their offices, Mr Shankar Rao Deo and Acharya 
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Kripa l a n i  ha\  e stated emphat i c a l l y  that the Congress he l ie \  es 
in and w i l l  striw for a u nited I n d i a .  A mon? for a u n i ted 
I nd i a  today in the context of the i m pe nding establ i sh me n t  of 
two i ndepen de n t  S tates can o n l y  he read a ." a mo\ e to d i s rupt.  
and i f  possi b l e  d i -. soh e .  Pak i -.tan . We -.,hould ha\ e thought 
that  the h i story of pol i t i cal  events i n  recent years would ha\ e 
con v i nced the Congress  l eaders h i p  of the fact t hat \ 1 u s l i m  
I n d i a  h as not the s l i ghtc-.t  i ntent ion o f  e\ er hem m i ng a j u n i or 
partner i n  the GO\ ernment  at De l h i .  I n  the past.  atte mpts to 
deny to the M u s l i m s  o f  I n d i a  the right of complete se lf

dcterm i n at ion haw cons i de ra b l y  retarded I n d i a ·  s progre s s  
towards freedom .  and h ave t a k e n  a heavy t o l l  of h u man l i fe 
and happi n e s s .  \V h ate\cr doubts our friends  of the Congre s s  
m ay ori g i n a l l y  h a w  h ad .  i t  s h o u l d  h e  perfect ly  clear to t h e m  
n o w  t h a t .  for t h e  \ l u s l i m -. .  Paki stan w a s  and i s  no bargai n i ng 
s l ogan . Paki stan i s  the co ncrete e x press ion of the u rge o f  the 
M u s l i m  peo p l e  for freedo m .  a n d  now t h a t  i t  h as bee n 
achieved. Tandon · s  threats of an armed conquest .  B i rl a · s  
v i s i on of Paki stan hei n g  a n  eco n o m i c  desert . and t he i ntr igues 
of Pate l .  can not deter the M u s l i m s  from the ir  dest ined path.  
They can onl)  regard such act i v i ty as a c l ear m or a l  breach of 
the Congres-. acceptance of the June P l a n .  and an atte mpt to 
d i srupt and weaken Pak i stan to such an extent  that i t  is forced 
to l ive at  the mercy of i t s  bigger n e i g hbour. Along w i t h  these 
i rresp o n s i b l e  speeches and statcme nh.  the Congre s s  pol icy  i n  
the Front ier.  and Congress  atte mpts  t o  force a l l  the S t ates  
i nto the Indian  L n i o n  ( H yderabad because i t  has a H i ndu 
m ajority and i s  geograp h i ca l l y  and econo m i c a l l y  l i n ked to 
I ndia .  and o n  the o t her hand K ash m i r  because i t  has a H i n d u  

M a haraj a )  show that .  e\  e n  after  t h e  acceptance o f  Pakis tan .  
the Congress  att i tu de tO\\ ard -., \ 1 u s l i m  aspirat i o n s  remai n s  
confined and crihhed by the se lf ish  i nterests  of H i ndu b i g  
m o n e y .  T h e  Congress  would do w e l l  to re member that  the 
M us l i m s  have fought  a long and desperate batt le to ac hieve 
the ir  freedom and they w i l l  not .  u nder any c i rc um qances,  
submit  to d o m i nat ion from o u t s i de . . .  \Ve earnest ly des ire 
that .  i n  t he fu ture . Pak i stan and H i ndusta n \\ i 1 1  work i n  the 
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closest co-operat ion for their  mutual benefi t .  We hope that 
the Congress wi l l  come down to earth and deal wi th Pakistan 
in a fair and just manner, on the bas i s  of friendliness and ful l  
equal i ty .  

26 September 1 947 

The Denunciation 

Master Tara S ingh and Udham S ingh Nagoke have . in a jo int  
statement to the Press, ca l led on Hindus and S ikhs to put a 
stop to the k i l l i ng of women and chi ldren and the attacks on 
refugee convoys .  We strongly welcome their statement and 
s incerely hope that they w i l l  be able to enforce their advice 
on their  fol lowers. It i s  regrettable that, in the statement, the 
S i kh leaders have said much that is contrary to establ i shed 
fact s  and much that could better have been left unsaid. But at 
th is  stage we shal l not quarrel with them either on their  
unfortunate choice of words or on their  lack of w i sdom in  
putting a l l  the blame on the Mus l ims  for what has happened 
in the Punjab s ince M arch thi s  year. The picture of events 
they have attempted to draw is that of poor harmless S ikhs 
forced to draw their kirpans in sheer self-defence against al l  
the murder and looting. This  we hold i s  not true, and i f  the 
S ikhs leaders are convinced of this view-point,  thei r  capaci ty 
for self-deception must be tru ly  colossal . Be that  as i t  may , 
we have no i ntention of join ing the game of apport ioning 
gu i l t  between the part ies  desp i te the provocation provided by 
statements of th is  type. We think i t  is most unwise for either 
the Press or the leaders of the two Dominions to continue 
such controversies in  publ ic .  as the result can only be a feel ing 
among the fol lowers of both parties that they as the aggrieved 
party have a right to strike the last b low, and i n  the exerci se 

of th i s  supposed right, those c ircumstances which they think 
have g iven them the ' l ast  blow' wil l  cont inue to become the 
first blow in a new series of criminal acts .  We also fee l  that 
the S i kh leaders have not shown much statesmanship in 
stat ing that they may have to cont i nue the fight against  
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'.\ J u s l i m s .  W h i l e  in t h i s  respect we commend t he i r  ch i\a lry i n  
want ing t o  fight m a n  t o  man.  we cannot  re frai n  from poi n t i n g  
out that s u c h  a dee l ara t i o n  of i n tended \\ a r  i s  n o t  l i ke l y  t o  
help towards bringing t h e  s ituat ion  back to normal . W i t h  a l l  
these l apses o f  re ason a n d  statesmanship \\ e shal l n o t  q u arre l .  
The S i k h  l eaders themseh es should k mm how best t o  argue 
with the i r  fol l mvers in order to put  a stop to the i r  act i \  i t i e s .  
The i m portant t h i n g  i s  that M aster Tara S i n gh a n d  h i s  r ight
hand m a n  ha\e had the courage to frank l y  adm i t  that the i r  
fo l l owers are g u i l ty o f  horr ib le  a n d  shamefu l ach . a n d  they 
ha\ e appealed to them to cal l a halt  to the k i l l i n g  of \vomen 
and chi ldren and the attack s  o n  the refugee trai n s .  convoys 
and cara\·an s .  The) ha\ e also e xpressed the hope that the 
M u s l i m s  on their  s i de w i l l  a lso stop this  de\ i l i sh w arfare . W e  
a r e  i n  t h e  completeq agree ment  \\ i t h  these two \\ i she"  of t h e  
S i k h  l e aders . The l as t  week h a s  pro v i de d  a n u m be r  o f  
i n stance" o f  horr i b l e  attacks o n  refugee c o m  O) s .  a n d  l e st 
there be complacency i n  e i ther  Gm ern mc n t .  we w i sh to 
emphasize that these i n stances ha\e occu rred on both s i de s .  
The happe n i ngs m ay have differed i n  t h e  n u mber of casual t ies  
i n fl icted. on account of the differe nce i n  the e ffi c i e ncy of the 
k i l l e rs or the i neffi c iency of the forces of l aw and order. but  
the fact remains  that  there  are  force" on both .s ides \\ h i  ch.  
despite the pro fessed i n tent ions  of the two Go\'ern ments .  
cont i n u e w i th t h e i r  nefari ous  task of k i l l i ng a n d  l ooti n g  
i n nocent persons .  These forces m u s t  e i ther b e  m ade to desist  
from the i r  l aw lessness  or  be ruth l e s s l y  c ru shed.  The two 
Govern ments  and the respons i b l e  leaders o f  the parti e s  have 
no other choice .  

5 December 1 947 

The Master Speaks 

M aster Tara S i ng h  has broken his spe l l  of a long and welcome 
s i  l e  nee. \\ h i  ch is  re ported to ha\ e been d i c tated b: some 
p ure ! :  ph: s i c  a l  m al ady.  Addre" s i ng a press conference in the 
l nd i an capital  the S i kh leader del i\ered a series  o f  v i tr io l ic  
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outbursts against Pak i stan. against M us l ims .  and aga ins t  
anything and everyth i ng connected wi th both.  He re i terated 
h is  s logan of making the Chenab the Inda-Paki stan boundary 
l ine. on the bas is  of H i ndu and Sikh property left in Pakistan. 
He  opposed the return of any H indus or S i khs to Pakistan. 
and asked for the immediate evaluation of those s t i l l  in this 
cou ntry . W h i l e  pass ing  the p ro found  remark  that the 
protection of i ts c i ti zens and their rights was the first duty of 
any State, he blatantly ca l led upon the Indian Government to 
stop protecting Mus l im l i fe and property : for according to 
him a l l  Mus l ims ,  whether in India or Pakistan. are the sworn 
enemies of India .  He condemned the restriction placed on the 
entry of his jathas into the Un ited Prov inces. and cal led for a 
change of the war-front from Jammu to Lahore. And fina l ly .  
wi th whatever authority he has .  he declared that war between 
India and Pakistan was inevi table.  and prophesied that i t  
would not wait longer than s i x  months. We wi l l  not attempt 
to analyse all that Maste1j i  has said. for most of h i s  say ings 
baffle any sane pol i t ical  analys is .  We wi l l  only say-most 
emphat ical ly-that men of his type are a menace to their 
people and country. The Government and the people  of India 
can see for themselves whether i t  i s  M aster Tara S ingh who 
is a danger to the peace and prosperity of India and the 
freedom of i ts c i t izens. or the Mus l im minority against  whom 
he raves and rants so much. We would a lso l ike to point out 
to the Master that if  h i s  i l logical demands were carried to 
thei r  natural conc lusion. that is, i f  all Mus l ims in the Indi an 
Union were sent to Pakistan and the total territory of the sub
continent d iv ided on a communal property basis .  India and 
not Pakistan would s tand to lose .  M aster Tara S i ngh ·  s 
statement has coincided with a declaration by Babu Rajendra 
Prasad. the newly-e lected Congress President: speaking at a 
Bombay reception in  h i s  honour, he said that India had no 
quarrel with Pakistan which could lead to war. and that h i s  
country des i red to maintain friendly rel at ions and l ive  i n  
peace. for the good and prosperity o f  both countries. W e  are 
convinced that th is  is a l so the view of those who rea l l y  matter 
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i n  I nd i a n  pol i t i c s .  and therefore we rec o m m e n d  to o u r  
cou ntry men not t o  take too seri o u s l y  t h e  fu l m i nat ions  of 
fru strated i nd i \' i dual s l ik e  Master Tara Singh.  for  to do so i s  
to g i v e  t h e m  added s trength as aga i nst those i n  I n d i a  w h o  
stand for dece ncy . democracy . a n d  peace . . .  

1 -'  January 1 9-'8 

Unto Death 

On Tuesday . I -1 Janu ary. Mr G andhi  comme nced h i s  fast for 
· an indefi n i te per iod·  to bri ng about a · re u n i o n  of heart s ·  
among the warr ing fact ions  o f  o ur unhappy subconti ne n t .  
W i l l  t h i s  supre me l y  tragic gest ure s t a y  t h e  h a n d  poised to k i l l  
and h u s h  the \ Oices  raised i n  hot d i spute') W e  d o  not know. 
There was a t i me when one cou ld safe l y  prej udge the popul a r  
react ion t o  a g i \'en s t i m u l u s .  w h e n  the commonly-accepted 
' al ues t h at gO\ erned col lec t i ve soc i a l  and pol i t i c a l  conduct 
were we l l  k nown . One c o u l d  h av e  foretold  w i thout  any 
m i sg iv i ng.  a few months ago. that any o utrage aga i n st a 
woman or a c h i l d  \vould be denounced i n  our ancient  and 
c i v i l i sed l an d .  that any c ruel  or u nj u st act or fraudulent  and 
d i shonest  utterance wou l d  st ir  the consci ence and arou se the 
i n d i gnation of the m e mbers of all  c o m m u n i t i e s .  One can no 
longer make s i m i l ar genera l i sat ions today wi th  any amount 
of self-assurance.  M urder and rape and p i l l age are denounced 
only if the cri m i na l s  h appen to belong to the oppo s i n g  camp. 
otherw i se they are glossed 0\ er or condoned. not publi c l y  
perhaps .  but  certai n l y  i n  t h e  cou n s e l s  of o n e ·  s o w n  heart.  I n  
the last  few month" many heart s  have ceased t o  bleed for 
h u man s u ffer ing and h u m a n  pa i n .  and m any a conscience h a s  
l o s t  t h e  edge of i t s  i n n ate sen s i b i l i t y  to r i g h t  a n d  wrong .  Can 
al l this damage to the m oral self of the I n d i a n  and Paki stani  
peoples be sudde n l y  and dram a t i c a l l y  retr iC\ ed by one man 
who dec i de s  to lay down h i s  l i fe in  sorrow '? Can one man 
real l y  shoulder the burden of a m u l t i tude · s s ins  and c arry 
them w i t h  h i m s e l f  i nto non-e x i stence·) Such m i racles  h ave 
h appened but not  often .  I f  one \\ ent by mundane probab i l i t ies .  



Mr Gandhi " s  fast may mean that the only rat ional voice in 
the vast Indian Dominion wil l  soon he st i l led. and the only 
patch of l ight in  the h lack night  of hate wi l l  soon fl icker and 
die .  If th is  happens. w i l l  not the self-effacing dec i sion lead to 
resu lts prec i sely antithetical to those for which the dec is ion 
was taken'? A noble death may be great. but a noble l i fe i s  
much greater. To lay down one· s l i fe for a seemingly hopeless 
end may he eth ical ly sat i s fying for onese l f. but i t  should be 
far more sati sfy ing to preserve one ' s  l i fe for i t  unless one i s  
sat i sfied that  the struggle wi l l  a l low of no a l ternative hut  
death .  Mr Gandhi knows h i s  own mind and the mind of h is  
people much better than we do.  but we cannot help feel ing 
that i t  i s  far more important for the people of Pakistan and 
H industan to preserve h i s  l iv ing voice than to revere h i s  
sacred memory . For India t he  si lencing of  th i s  voice would 
mean the re mova l  of  the most powerfu l l i bera l  and 
humanis ing influence i n  national pol i t ics .  and for Paki stan i t  
would mean the e l imination of the most e ffect ive opposition 
to the fanatical forces bent upon the extermination of their 
co-rel igionists in the other Dominion. I t  i s  the duty of the 
peop le  and the Govern ments  of  both the  D o m i n i on s ,  
therefore. t o  strive a s  hard a s  they can towards t he end that 
can wean the Mahatma ' s  resolve from its fata l  cu lmination. 
How can this be done? 

I n  the murky period of  the last few months,  there have 
been days. even weeks. when the clouds appeared to l i ft and 
the sun peeped briefl y  through. over a ravaged and blood
soaked land. But such i ntervals have been brief and unreal .  
And they have been brief and unreal because they d id not 
derive from any fundamental and last ing understanding over 
bas ic pol i t ical i ssues but from i mprovised agreements over 
matters of lesser i mport. Unless  one Dominion is bent on 

destroying the other, and the destruction w i l l  certainly not be 
one-s ided. it i s  d ifficu l t  to see why this accord cannot even 
now be arrived at. We know that there are problems that 
appear insoluble today .  l i ke the problem of Kashmir, hut 
surely  there are some canons of justice and democracy that 

59 



60 

Pa"i -,tan : The Fir-;t T\\ C h e  Year-; 

could be i nvoked to sett le them pro v i ded one \\ ere prepared 
to eschew i ntr igue and casui stry that ai m not at a j ust  but at a 
favourab l e  dec i s io n .  We.  i n  P a k i stan.  han� not h i ng to gain 
and every t h i ng to l ose by a pro l ongat i o n  of the present  
confl ict between the two Dom i n ions and we h;n e repeate d l y  
e x pre ssed o u r  a n x i ety to set t l e  a l l d i ffere nces by j u q  a n d  
de mocrat ic  me thods .  A large section of the I n d i a n  peop l e s .  
we are sure. a l so desire t o  b e  l e ft i n  peace . There i s  n o  reason . 
t herefore . \\ hy a l l  t h i nk i n g  men should not serio u s l y  ponder 
over and form u l ate pract ical  proposals  to r id  the l i ve s  of the 
t w o  peoples  of fe ar and v i o l e nce and i n securi t y .  to g i v e  
substance to t h e  m a g n i ficence of freedom .  a n d  rep l ace t h e  
appa l l i n g  m a g n i tude of our  prese nt  m i se ry b y  u n i w rs a l  
happ i ness .  

16  January 1 948 

Road to Peace 

The first two days of Mr Gandhi ·  s fast have w i tnessed a 
w i de spread sympathet ic  response throughout the subco n t i nent 
o f  I nd ia .  H i ndus and M u s l i m s .  Congressmen and M u s l i m  
Leaguers. c i t i ze n s  of I nd i a  a n d  Pakistan haw e xpressed t h e i r  
appreciat i on or M r  G an dh i ' s  m i ss ion and d e e p  anx iety for h i s  
prec ious l i fe .  B u t  s o  far the o n l y  two concrete proposal s which 
seek a way out of the present unsat i s factory s i tuat ion have 
come from two P a k i stan l eade rs . Mr G h azanfar A l i  Khan.  
Pak i s  tan · s Refugee M i n i ster. has sugge sted a j o i n t  con fe rence 
o f  the l eaders of H i ndustan and Pak i s tan and ·a bold and 
honest attempt t o  re move al l  causes of friction . ·  Mi an Ift i khar

u d - D i n .  Pres ident  of the West P u njab M u s l i m  League.  goes 
further. H i s  ana l y s i s  of the pre sent d i sturbances is that the  
l eaders of both  the Dom i n ions have l eft i ncomplete the i r  task 
o f  ach i ev i n g  rea l  freedom and democracy for e \  ery sect ion 
o f  the peop l e .  H e  contends that  w h i l e  both Pakistan and 
H i ndustan haw got  r id of forei g n  domi n at ion.  the) h av e  fai led 
o n  two i ssues :  fi rst ly .  the g ranti ng of fu l l  protection and equal  
r i ghts  to the m i nori t ies  and.  secondl y .  the bri nging of freedom 
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to the people of the Indian State . He cal l s  upon the two 
Governments to get together and settle these two quest ions. 
otherwise he thinks there is a grave danger of even the i r  
present achievement'> be ing undone . He also suggests the 
formation of coal i t ion min i stries and the exchange of offic ia l s  
and good w i l l  m i s s ions between Ind ia  and Pak i stan . The 
suggestions made by Mian Ift ikhar-ud-Din are not new and 
have been put forward by h i m  and other leaders before now . 
There can be very few who d i sagree with h i m  on the question 
of m inorit ies and the States. The protection of m i nority rights 
i s  a v i tal part of the Consti tut ion of India. and the leaders and 
ru lers of Pakistan have also unequ ivocal ly  pledged themselves 
to protect a l l  non-Musl i m s  in  Pak istan. That this protection 
has not been forthcoming can only be described as a colossal 
fai l ure of leadership on both s ides. I t  cannot be denied that i f  
horr i b l e  massacres of i nnocent human beings are to  he 
stopped. the two Governments must act in un i son to see that 
thei r  declared pol ic ies  are e ffectively implemented. As far as 
the States are concerned. if  both s ides eschew geo-pol i t i cal 
con s iderat i ons,  a s i mple ,  j ust .  and fai r  solut ion i s  going 
begging :  that the people o f  each State should  he gi ven fu l l  
freedom,  inc lud ing the freedom to  deci de for themselves 
which Domin ion they want to join .  Regard i ng the format ion 
of coal i t ion min i str ies and the exchange of  offic ia l s .  there is 
l i ke ly  to be a greater d ivergence of opinion, l arge ly  because 
some people may th ink that. though desi rables it is now too 
late to be of any use. I t  must, however. be remembered that 
whatever truth there may be in th i s  argument appl ies  only to 
the East and West Punjabs .  There are three other Provinces 
of Pakistan and e ight Provinces in India to be considered. 
and that safeguard ing the 1 i ves and honour of the four crorc 
M u s l i ms i n  I n d i a  and the many lakhs or non - M u s l i ms i n  

Pak istan i s  a n  absolute essential i f  the two countries are to 
prosper.  . .  Delh i has so far remained large ly  unmoved by M r  
Gandhi ' s  undertaking, al though i t  was events i n  that c i ty 
which strengthened the resolve of the great Ind ian leader to 
fast unto death. To i t s  shame and d i shonour the streets and 
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wal l s  of l n d i a · s  cap i t a l  arc resou n d i ng . probab ! )  for the  first 
t i me. to cries of · Gandhi 111urdu!Jud. "  and " l et  Gandhi d ie . ·  

Despite t hese u n faHrn rab le s i gn s . w e  hope t hat san i ty w i l l  

preva i l O \ C r  madness and t h at m e n  of re asun and good w i l l 

w i l l tr i u m ph mer those vv ho seek to pro l on g the p re se n t . M r  

Gandhi " s  fast h as foc used atte n t i on o n  t he need for a re so l ute 

stru g g l e  on both s ides o f  the border to ban i s h  the demon� ' l i  

h atred a n d  \ i o l e nce . I t  s h o u l d .  t here fore . ra l l : a l l  t lrnsc 

c leme nts w ho des i re peace in and bet\\ een the  t \\ o  co u n t ri e s .  

I f t h i s  happe n s .  t h e  \\ ay i s  pa\ ed for a j o i n t agree ment  \ l • i  ; • J I  

the d i s pu tes bet \\ een I n d i a  and Pak i s tan . There l\l l l  b e  nu 

doubt that a l l othe r pat h s l e ad on!: to ch au s . 

6 February 1 9-'8 

The First Step 

F i ve cb\ s after the as sas s i nat ion u f  \ 1 ahatrna ( i a n d h i .  the I ndian 

Government has taken the first concrete step furn drd and ban ned 
the R S S S  throughout the territories uf the l ! 1d i :rn Do m i n ion . 

This has fol l owed the reso l ut ion adopted b.' t i , ._. Indian Cabinet 

on 2 Febrnary which dec l ared t he (im ernmL.:nt "  s dete rm i nat io n 

· to root out the forces of h ate and \ io l c11l'e t hat are at work in  

our country and i mperi l the fn:edorn o f  the nat ion and darken 

her fair name " . The con1 rn u 1 1 iquc i -..sued by the I nd i an M i n i stry 

of Home A ffairs announcing t h,' ban funher states that the R S S S  
have been found c i rcu l at i ng leaflets exhort ing people t o  resort t o  

terrori st ic  methods . t l l  l'U l lL'l"t fi rearms. t o  create d i .saffect i on 

agai n\! the Gow rn men t and ... u born the po l i ce and the m i l i tary . 

The Ra..,htriya S \\ a yam Se\ ah. Sangh h� ts  bee n fu n c t i on i ng for 

many years nmv. and u nder the garb of promoti ng the spir i tual  

and phy.sical wel l -being of t he H i ndus has organi sed i t�c lf  as a 

m i l i tant  fasc ist party .  preach i ng hatred and spreadi ng the cu l t  o f  

' io l ence . \\'hen t h e  rece n t pha ... e of comm u na l ri ot i ng "tarted. 

the R S S S  \\ i th its other al l ie .., regarded it �h an opportune moment 
to make a bid for pm\ er. -\ .., b l ood conti nued to tlm\ and i nnocent 
heads h i t  the du..,t .  a" \\ Oillc'll \\ c' rc di .shonou red and i nfants 

merc i lessly butchered. the R S S S  \\c' : 1 1 from s tren gth to stre ngth . 
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By the end or la�t year it had spread i ts tentacles to every Indian 
city and Province. Its propaganda reached every Hindu: it not 
only had a considerable mass following, but succeeded in making 
influent ial friends in the Government. in both the serv ices and 
the Central and Provinc ial Cabinets. Nor was the Congress 
organisation free from i t s  corroding infl uence. The Indian 
Government were not unaware of the pa11 that the RSSS had 
played i n  the Punjab and elsewhere. They were aware of i ts 
growing influence and must also have known of the conspiracy 
against the Central Government of which the extermination of 
Indian Musl ims and the murder of Mahatma Gandhi were a part. 
But even as late as November last year, at an Al l-India 
conference of Home Ministers. i t  was decided that no action 
should be taken against the RSSS as such. but only those of its 
members who infringed the law of the land should be dealt with. 
Thi s  pol icy of dri ft and vac i l lation has taken a heavy tol l :  not 
only have thousands of innocent persons been ki l led and mill ions 
rendered homeless. but India and the world have lost one of 
the i r  greatest men. All this need not have been if the leaders in 
the Government of India had shown a fraction of the courage 
and vision of Mahatma Gandhi .  The 4uestion which is agi tating 
the minds of the people. not only in India and Pakistan but 
throughout the world today. i s :  what of the future? Who wi l l  
win? The dregs of Indian soc iety. who distributed sweets when 
the tragic event took place, have not given up the struggle and 
intend to l i e  low for some t ime so that the people ' s  sorrow i s  
forgotten, their anger vit iated hy  direct action against a few 
scapegoats and thei r  demand for a purge of the admin istration 
s ide-tracked by talk of ·uni ty in the face of di saster· and other 
meaningless slogans. Or wi l l  final v ictory st i l l  l ie with Mahatma 
Gandhi and the mi l l ions in the country who support his aims and 
ideals? The first decision of t he Government in t h i s  connection 

has received wide welcome. But i t  i s  universally  fel t  that only if 
this decision i s  regarded hy the Nehru Government as the first 
step in the fight against the forces of evil and darkness. then 
alone might we sec the completion of the noble work for which 
Mahatma Gandhi died. IL hm1. ,: \ er. i t  i s  the only step. and after 
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a few weeks or months the R S S S .  under some other name. 
rai ses i ts  ugly head. and i ts a l l ies .  the H i ndu :Vlahasabha. the 

Akal i party and the Princes are a l lmved to e x i st and stage a 
come-back of their perverted i deology. then the future i s  dark 

and dismal  and t he M ahatma has li \ ed and died in \ ai n . . .  i\1 uch. 
of course. depends on the common people of I ndia who knmv 
that the i r  belm ed l eader" s murder \\ as defi n i te ly  not the · act of a 
fool i sh young man · as M aster Tara S i ngh and h i s  l ike would 
have them bel ie\  e .  but a part of the huge conspiracy \\ h i  ch 
seeks to put  in power the worst reactionaries in the l and. In this 
struggle for the i deals for which M ahatma Gandhi stood. we in 
Paki stan are \ i tal l y  concerned and ha\ e an i mportant  part to 
play.  For the fut ure of both peoples and both countries is 
i nextricably l i n ked. and to the extent that \\ e base our future 
pol i c ies on the l ast \\ i l l  and testament of � lahatma Gandhi-that 
w ithout com mu nal ami ty and wi thout l ndo-Paki stan accord there 
can be be neither freedom nor progress for e i ther-to that extent 
is the future happ i ness and prosperity of this sub-con t i nent  
assured. 

7 October 1 9-'7 

Rights of Minorities 

M ian I ft i khar-ud- D i n .  after a tour  o f  the East Punj ab and 
some o f  the P h u l k i a n  S tates.  has broug h t  back a message 
from the M u s l i m s  o f  the  East to t h e i r  co-re l i g i o n i s ts  i n  
Pak i st a n .  They h a\e asked u s  m o s t  e m ph a t i c a l l y  and i n  
comp l e te u n a n i m i t y  t o  stop a l l acts o f  reta l i at ion  agai nst the 
m i nori t i e s  i n  Pakistan for  the � in�  o f  the non-l\.1 u s l i rn  major i ty  

in  H i nd u stan .  This  m e s s age i s  i de n t i c a l  wi th  t h at l\.1r  Gandhi  
i s  p reac h i ng to the non - i\ l u s l i rm i n  India . In  a l l  that  has 
h appened in t he Pu n j ab and e l sewhere in the l ast fe\\ months.  
and is  happe n i ng today despite the e fforts o f  the best  men on 
both s ides .  the  spir i t  o f  reve nge and reta l iat ion has been 
l arge I y respons i bl e  for keepi n g  a l  i \  e and spread i n g  the  f ires 
o f  hatred and \ i ol e n c e .  We ha\  e in these c o l u m n s  repeate d l y  
poi n ted out the i n sane fut i l i ty  of the logic  w h i c h  attempts t o  
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jus t ify the murder of an innocent non-Musl im in Lahore for 
the death of an equall y  innocent Musl im in  Amritsar, and 
which supports the burning or l ooting of a Mus l im house in 
the East in return for a non-Mus l im house in  West .  We 
condemn such thinking and the resultant acts of indiv iduals 
or organisations, not because, Chri stlike, we believe i n  turn ing 
the other cheek and forgiv ing every evi l  act: on the contrary . 
we urge the severest punishment of those guil ty of the heinous 
crimes which have of late sul l ied the honour and good name 
of Hindus, Mus l ims and S ikhs. We hold that this l awless law 
of  pr ivate reta l i a t i on  does  not go anywhere near the 
puni shment of the cri minals .  On the contrary. it merely adds 
to the l i st of i nnocent v ic t ims of cri me .  In these days .  
however, when people' s moral i ty has sunk to the lowest 

depth. one cannot stop at point ing out the moral wrong in a 
certain course of action and rest assured that i t  would receive 
attention from the publ ic .  Therefore we stress that what i n  
t h i s  context i s  moral ly  wrong i s  a l so most inexpedient. 
because the result such actions achieve is the exac t  opposite 
of the intentions of the perpetrators. Those who avowedly or 
tac i t ly  condone reta l iat ion regard it as a weapon to prevent 
further aggress ion on the other side. Thi s  argument may have 
been l i s tened to, but the facts of the last few months have 
shown that an act of retal iat ion only leads to counter
reta l iation and so on ad i1�fh1 it11m. We s i ncerely hope that the 
appeal of the unfortunate Musl ims from the East Punjab wi l l  
be heeded by their brethren in  Paki stan : coming as  i t  does 
from an affl icted people, it should have the force of a demand. 

1 7  October 1 947 

Minorities and Loyalty 

M r  Suhrawardy in a recent statement has condemned those 
leaders of the majority communit ies who make repeated 
demands  for a s surances of loya l ty  from the m i nor i ty  
communit ies, imposing fantastic tests and i ns is t ing on the 
sat i sfaction of these rid iculous cond i t ions  as a price for 
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protect i o n .  '.\lr Suhrawardy has spoken \\ Ords of w i sdom and 
truth w h i c h  \\' i l l  he we l co m ed by a l l  those w ho are s t i l l  
capable o f  cool t h i nk i ng and. we s i ncere l y  hope. w i l l  get the 
atte n t i o n  they de-.,er\'e from t h e  nat ion a l  l eaders of both 
Domi n i ons .  I t  i s  ahso l ute ly  fantast ic  to de mand from e\'ery 
s ingle  M u s l i m  in H i ndustan.  as a condit ion precedent to h i s  
being a l lowed t o  l i \'e  i n  t h e  country.  t o  pub l i c l y  rec ant h i s  

he l i e f  i n  t h e  two- nat ion theory and e x press regret for h i s  
su pport for t h e  d i \' i s ion of I ndia :  as s t u p i d  a s  i t  \\ Ould  b e  for 
the leader-., of Paki stan to demand of e\ en non- M u s l i m  i n  
t h i s  cou ntry t o  express h i s  ahhorre nce o f  t h e  idea of a u n i ted 
I n d i a  and do p u h l i c  penance for h i s  past oppo s i t i o n  to 
Pakistan.  When the d i \ i s ion of India \\ a-., pl anned and set t led.  
i t  shou l d  ha\'e bee n c lear to the l eaders of hoth part i e s  that  
the creat ion of t\\ O Dom i n i o n s  wou l d  lea\'e i n  e ac h  m i l l ions 
who \\ ere oppo-.ed to t he pol i t ica l  ideals  of  the future leaders 
of each S t ate.  I f  t h i s  former opposi t ion e ither to Pakistan or 
U n i ted I n d i a  was to be regarded as a d i sq ual i ficat ion for the ir  
fu t ure r ights  as c i t izens.  t h i s  !'act should ha\ e been pu b l i c l y  
procl a i med . Th i s  \V as n o t  done because i t  w a s  n o t  thought  
necessary .  as i t  rea l l y  is  not .  The l oyal ty of the  m i nori ty  
community as a commu n i t y  m u st sure ly  be taken for granted 
u n less there is defi n i te proo f to t he contrary . So far none of 
t hose leaders w ith \v hom th i s  demand has hecome al most a 
mania ha-> brought forward any concrete fact to s upport h i s  
thes is  that  t h e  m i norit y  c o m m u n i t y  i s  n ot h i n g  short of a 
potent ia l  fi fth col u m n .  The fac t s  are that .  i n  hoth Con st i tuent  
Assembl ies .  the accre d i ted le aders of the m i nori t ies  sal uted 
the fl ags of the two States a s  their own and e x pressed t h e i r  

fu l l e st  loyal ty t o  the ir  re spe c t i \'e S tate s .  Both Const i t uent  
Assemhl ies  haw also g i \ 'en u nequ i \ ocal p ledges to protect 
m i nori ty  r ighh i n  n ery po s s i b l e  \\ ay . One cannot  h e l p  
wonderi ng whether th is  rn orh i d  demand for l o y a l t y  proceeds 
from an uneasy conscience seeking to excuse the m i sdoi ngs 
of their 0\\ n com m u n i t y  and that  i t  has heen inspired hy the 
aggressor· s logic which mu-.;t  g iw the \ i c t i m  a had name in  
order to hang h i m .  E\ enh i n  both countr ies  s i nce 1 5  A ugust  
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have g i ven no i n d icat i o n s  to show that the m i nor i t ies  are a 
pote n t i a l  danger to e i th e r  S tate .  On the  contrary.  as M r  
S uh ra wardy has pointed out .  i t  i s  the m ajor i ty com m u n i ti e s  
i n  b o t h  States who ha\ e b e e n  fou n d  g u i l ty of d i s loyal ty .  I t  i s  
they w h o  have flouted t h e  l aw of t h e  l and.  k i l l e d  i n nocent 
fe l l o w -c i t i z e n s .  a n d  re d u c e d  l i fe in t h e i r  c o u n t ry t o  a 
shambles .  I f  g u arantees o r  loyal ty are needed. i f  a s s urances 

o f  fea l t y  to t h e  S tate and t h e i r  govern ments arc to be asked 
for.  they s h o u l d  in j u s t ice  be dem anded fro m  the g u i l ty 
s e c t i o n s  of t h e  m aj o r i ty com m u n i t i e s  and not  fro m  t h e  

i n nocent v i c t i m s  o f  the i r  aggress ion . . .  

6 November 1 953 

Minorities Rights 

I t  is  a tragedy or the first magnitude that,  even after six years 
of pol i t i ca l  i ndepe ndence.  I nd ia  and Pakistan ha\ e fai led to 
g u arantee t he r ights  of t h e i r  re spec t i ve m i nori t i e s .  When 
Part i t ion was agreed upon.  i t  was c'<pected t hat the o l d  confl icts  
wou l d  gradual ly  be buried and that the m i nority c o m m u n i t ies  
l i v i n g in  the two States would be assur e d  an honourable 
e x i stence on the basis o f  fu l l  equal i ty .  This  hope.  s hared w i t h  
e q u a l  enthus ias m  by the Quaid- i - Azam a n d  M a h a t m a  Gandh i .  
has been bel ied. and t hose who between them control  the 
dest iny  of the peoples o f  t h i s  vast sub-cont inent h ave proved 
i ncapabl e  of g u i d i n g  it along the path chosen for them by the 

two great l e aders who h e l ped. more than anyone e l se,  to bri ng 
Pak i stan and I nd i a  i nto e x i stence. The rul in g  part ies of the two 

S tates were solemnly  pl edged to a pol icy or not d i scri m i nati ng 
agai nst any sect ion or the ir  c i t i zens .  The Congress l eaders had 
repeatedly pro m i sed that t hey woul d  safeguard the due r ights 
of the I nd i a n  M us l i m s  and other m i nori t i e s .  The M us l i m 

League l eaders h i p  was bound by s i m i l ar p ledges. which are 
enshri ned at the i r  l uc i d  best i n  the speeches of the Quaid- i 
A z a m .  part i c u l arly those made soon after Parti t ion .  a n d  w h i c h  
con st i tu te a part of the h i storic L ahore Resoi ut ion of 1 9..:1-0 
when the  M u s l i m  League.  o ut l i n i ng the  Pak i stan plan.  declared 

67 



68 

Paki stan : The First Twelve Years 

that. ·adequate. effective, and mandatory safeguards should be 
speci fically  prO\ ided in the const i tution for m inorities in the 
units and in the regions for the protection of thei r  rel ig ious, 
cultural. economic. polit ical. admin istrative and other rights 
and interests in  consul tation w ith them. ·  Ample testimony is 
available to show that during the last six years these assurances 
have been ignored. and that the minorities in both States are 
be ing treated as second-class cit izens: the latest evidence in 
thi s regard has been provided by the proceedings of the Indian 
M usl ims ·  Convention recently held at Aligarh and the walk
out of the non-Musl im block from the Constituent Assembly 
of Pakistan. 

In Ind ia  the s i tua t ion  is that .  w h i l e  the country ' s  
Constitution i s  free from communal d isab i l it ies ,  the Mus lims  
can fi nd l ittle solace in the equality of  their  constitut ional 
status when they see that the exercise of the rights g iven 
them on paper is effectively h indered by the prej udice and 
suspic ion which guide the pol ic ies and, even more so, the 
actions of such a large section of the majority community ' s  
representat ives .  That i n  India communal inc idents frequently 
mar publ ic peace , that avenues for employment are severely  
restricted for India' s Mus l ims.  and d iscr iminatory l aws have 
been used to depri ve many of their property ,  that their loyalty 
to the State i s  suspected. and any effort on their part to protect 
their rights is made at the r isk of i nvit ing charges of treason, 
that admin istrative i mpart ia l i ty is rare and even the Congress 
l eaders try to gain Mus l im  votes by re sorting to cheap 
blackmail .  are some of the factors responsible for creating 
t he fee l ing of w i despread i n secur i ty and fru stration . Few 

persons seem to rea l i se that. apart from what this  means for 
the minority .  such a state of affairs is harmfu l  to the larger 
interests of the State. 

In Paki stan, on the other hand, whi le the absence for a 
long time of communal c lashes i s  most gratify ing. the position 
with regard to most other matters concerni n g  the i nterests of 

the minorit ies has been a lmost as bad as i n  India. And now, 
in  the framing of Pakiqan · s new Constitution, the rul ing party 
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has evolved a plan which i mposes various types of unwanted 
disabi l it ies and restrictions on Paki stan ' s  non-Mus l im c i tizens.  
The directives la id down by the Quaid-i-Azam are being 
i gnored and, in violat ion of the pol icy formulated by the new 
Central  Cabinet after Mr Mohammed A l i  suddenly took 
Khwaja  Naz imuddin ' s  p lace, the Mus l im League leaders have 
accepted a number of undemocrat ic  and d i scr iminatory 
proposals. Guided primaril y  by the desire to retain office, 
they are, i n  an effort to p lacate various pressure groups,  
accepting even those suggestions which not long ago they 
themselves characteri sed as impract ical  or unnecessary . 
Ins tead of trying to bu i ld  a constitutional structure that woul d  
foster the i mplementation, in  actual practice, o f  the I slamic 
princ iples of ful l  democracy and social j ustice, they have 
merely sought to use the name of I slam to c loak their real 
designs .  Thei r  dupl ic i ty i s  exposed by the fact that, where the 
appl ica t ion  of I s l a m i c  pr inc ip les  threatened t he i r  own 
i nterests ,  the i ssue has been shelved; thus for twenty-five 
years money b i l l s  wil l be exempted from the provision that 
leg is l at ion cons idered repugnant to the Holy K oran and 
Sunnah may be challenged before the S upreme Court .  Thi s  
provis ion gives a power to the  Supreme Court which may 
wel l  be misused and, in any case, which the directly-e lected 
representat ives of the people could be expected to exerc ise 
without any extra-parl i amentary check. Further, to deny a l l  
Pak istani non-Musl ims the right to be elected as H ead of the 
S tate serves no pract ical  purposes and, as was accepted by al l 
concerned, the deletion of this provi sion would have made 
no difference at all-except to el iminate a minorit y  grievance. 
Last ly ,  some of the Congress amendments, i nc lud ing the one 
which provoked the walk-out, could have been accepted 
w ithout havi ng any effect on the constitutional plan envisaged 
b y  t h e  pre s e n t  M u s l i m  League  l e aders h i p .  I n  these  
c ircumstances, therefore, the Congress group' s  drast ic gesture 
of protest is understandable .  

I t  cannot be gainsaid that the future securi ty of the 
m i norities in India and Pakistan is of v ital importance, not 
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o n l y  because i t  i n t i matel y  concern-. the l i ve s  of c rore-. of 

h u man b e i n g s .  but  a l so because i t  has a strong effect  on 

l ndo-Paki stan rel at i o n s  in other fie l d s .  It is a l s o  a fact

despite assert i o n .s to the cont rary by the leaders of both 

s i de s-that i n  th is  m atter. as i n  most others. there i s  a great 

deal of  rec i proc i ty .  and that e ffe c t i \  e safegu ard i ng of the 

r ights  that the m i nori t ies  h ave been pro m i sed is a ta-.k that 

can he ach i e \ ed o n l y  if both GO\ ernmcnts  i m p l e m e nt the 

pol icies  and pledge-. w h i c h  form the bas i s  of the agreement 

go\'e rn i n g  the s u b-cont i nent " s  part i t i o n .  The a dj u s t m e n t s  

re4 u i rcd i n  b o t h  I nd i a  and Paki stan to achi e\'e t h i s  e n d  are 

d ictated by the e x i gencies  of the present s i tuat ion and by the 

sacred pro m i se s  m ade on behal f of the t\\O S tate s .  We would 

l i ke to  hope. therefore. that the  pol icy of i g nor i n g  the demands 

of the m i nori t ies  \\ i 1 1  be re \ ersed in both Cl)Untri e s .  and that 

i n  Paki stan the const i tut ional  pattern \\ i l l  he so amended that 

the  re a s o n a b l e  o bj e c t i o n s  and fe ars  of the  n o n - l\1 u s l i m  

m i nority can be O \'ercome. 

19  August 1 9-J.7 

The Award 

The one- m a n  B o u ndary Com m i ss ion has at long l ast g i \e n  

i t s  a w a rd . R e fe rr i n g i n  t h e s e  c o l u m n s  to t h e  w a y  t h e  
Comrn i s .s i on \\ as fu nct i on i ng . we h a d  1,uggested t hat  i t  \\ a-., 
not h i n g  more than a hoax perpetrated on the M m l i rn s o f  
I n d i a .  We h a d  repeated l y  dema nded t hat t h e  d e  I i  m i tat ion of 

the frontiers betwee n the States  of Pakistan and H i ndu stan 
should he str ictly 0 11 the basis o f  con t i guous l\1 u s l i m  major i ty 

areas and any conces s i o n s  of territory on t he b a s i s  of 'othe r 

factors" should  be rec i procal and by t he mutual  consent of 
the two part i e s  concerned.  Th i s  a lone cou l d  ha\ e g u aranteed 
j u st ice to both -, ides .  I n stead. a B r i t i s h  hl\\ yer sat in j udgment 

and p l ayed at the j ig-saw puzzles o f  tehsils . thono.1 . and 
\ i I !ages .  and as  a r e -.  u lt \\ e see that  al I t he i nfluence h e  could 

get  up 0 1 1  the bas i s  of · other factor< has m i l i tated aga i n st the 
\ 1 u s l i 1m. \\ hen i n  \ ie\\ of the fact that  Paki .s tan was the  
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smaller and the poorer State it should have been otherwise .  
Despite the claims of  i t s  author. we  hold that the award i s  
most unfair and unjus t  and certainly not the ·non-pol i t ical ' 
award of a detached j udge . Our most exaggerated fears 
regard ing  the  danger of Br i t i sh  efforts to p l acate the 
unreasonable demands of the S ikhs. backed up by the l and
grabbing leaders of the H indu Mahasabha and the Congress .  
have proved to he true .  In the Punjab the notional d iv is ion 
had been unfair. but  the final award has gone much further 
and hacked off some of our richest tracts of land. The b low 
has been the hardest i n  Gurdaspur Di strict, where the two 
Mus l im tehsils of Gurdaspur and Batala. with a Mus l im 
majority of 52 . 1 and 55 .06 per cent respecti vely .  have been 
thrown into H industan along wi th the Pathankot tchsil, taking 
away from Paki stan the rich Musl im industrial town of Batala .  
A part of Lahore d i str ict  has a lso been broken off. and 
Radcl i ffe has gone to the trouble of drawing a v i l l age-to
v i l lage boundary . But the Ajnala rehsil of Amritsar d istrict ,  
contiguous to the di strict of  Lahore, with a 60  per cent 
Mus l im majority.  has been complete ly  forgotten. The tehsils 
of Z i ra and Ferozepur .  w i th  a c lear M u s l i m  major i ty  
contiguous to West Punj ab, have been dismi ssed with talk of 
'd isruption of communications ' . Mention is not even made of 
the tehsils of Ju l l undhur and Nakodar. We notice that where 
the Mus l im right to non-Musl im territory on grounds of 'other 
factors ' was fu l ly  establ i shed. as for instance over certa in 
canal  headworks .  th is  bri l l iant lawyer has suggested j oint  
contro l ,  and we fai l  to see why s imi lar jo int  control could not 
have worked for the non-Mus l ims .  In the d iv ision of Bengal 
and Assam, again the 'other factors' have worked against 
Pak i stan . 

The most glaring injustice is over the d i v i sion of Assam, 
where large Mus l im-maj ority parts of this province were not 
even considered for cession to Paki stan because they did not 
adjo in  the d i strict of Sy lhet but were contiguous only to 
Eastern Bengal . Thus legal quibb l ing, fal lacious arguments. 
and principles which work only to the benefit of one party 
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have deprived u s  of l arge parts which by right and any 
conceivable principle belong to Pakistan. Ever s ince Pakistan 
became absolutely unavoidable .  the Bri t i sh have endeavoured 
to make its estab l i shment as d i fficul t  as possible . and this  i s  
but one more step i n  their pol icy t o  please the powerful 
capital i sts of H industan . Through the device of 'other factors ' 
they have done so at the cost of Mus l im interests .  The d iv ision 
of the Punjab and the introduction of the c lause of ·other 
factors· in this d iv i sion was supposed to benefit the S ikhs .  
The final l ine. however. whil e  i t  has taken away a lot from 
the Mus l ims. has done l i tt le for the S ikhs. They s t i l l  remain 
more or less equal ly  d iv ided between Paki stan and India: 
their shrines. for which so much noise was made in India and 
in London, sti l l  remain in Paki stan. The Brit ish pol i t ici ans 
probably hope that they wi l l .  even after the handi ng over of 
power in  India. continue to fish in  troubled waters, or they 
may hope that the State of Pakistan. weakened suffic ient ly .  
wi l l  remain forever dependent on the good wi l l  and help of 
the combination of Bri t i sh and H indu capital i sm .  Whatever 
their  motives. the award is wrong. unfair. and unjust. and we 
cannot help hoping for the day. however far off it may be. 
when a return to sanity on the other side of the border wi l l  
see th i s  wrong righted. The Mus l im people.  through their 
accredi ted l eader, were pledged to accept the award . Bad as 
it is. we do so. and. un l ike other communities. we do not 
threaten to use the argument of ·cold steel ' .  Our foremost 
need is peace-peace to build up our lands. to rehab i l itate 
those of our brothers who seek refuge within our border from 
the East. peace to i mplement the rege nerati o n  of our country 

and its people . . .  
In a sense the real battle for Pakistan has begun only 

now. The Mus l im people have no al ternative but to accept 
the chal lenge and devote themselves wholeheartedly to the 
task of bui lding up their homeland. The choice before us i s  
either t o  al low our heri tage t o  be mortgaged t o  a b igger power 
or to make e\ en greater sacrifices than we have done before 
to keep ourse l ves free and i ndependent.  and this  task cal l s  for 
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a l l  the courage and steadfastness, al l the abil i ty and hard 
work we are capabl e  of. 

28 A ugust 1 947 

The Punjab Problem 

The decis ion of the Quaid-i-Azam to v is i t  the Punjab i s  an 
i nd ication of the gravity of the cri s i s  which faces the Mus
l ims  of Northern India .  In recent h istory the present orgy of 
barbarism has no parallel  except perhaps the events which 
fol lowed the fai lure of the Rising of 1 857 .  That was n inety 
years ago. I t  was the hour of our defeat, and B ri ti sh  imperial
i sm .  wanti ng to teach a lesson to a presumptuous people who 
dared attempt to l i berate their country from foreign subjuga
t ion, let l oose a reign of terror over the countrys ide .  Today 
we have achieved a S tate of our own in a part of this sub
continent-a S tate where we hope to bui ld up a free l i fe for 
i t s  people .  In this  house of our v ic tory, certain forces have 
organised a s imi lar reign of terror against our brothers across 
the borders. Wanton and ruthless k i l l i ngs are going on as a 
resu l t  of an organ i sed plan.  We do not know what s in ister 
designs are at p lay and what hidden hands have aided and 
abetted preparations for this massacre . The fact remains that 
the Musl ims of Eastern Punjab are being butchered in thou
sands merely because they are Mus l ims .  This has Jed to 
retal i at ion in certain parts of West Punj ab, which result i s  as 
unfortunate as its cause and deserves equally to be con
demned. This v icious c ircle of attack and counterattack must  
be broken. The extent of  the d isturbances and the tremendous 
l oss  of l ife, the d islocation of lakhs of people have created 
problems which can no longer be dealt w i th on the provincia l  
l evel .  I t  i s  r ight  therefore that  the Quaid-i-Azam, as Head of 

the Pakistan S tate, accompanied by the Prime Minis ter, M r  
L iaquat A l i  Khan, shou ld  b e  i n  Lahore to study and deal w i th 
the s i tuat ion.  The problems which face the Government of 
Paki stan are two fold. One, the care and resettl ement of the 
three l akhs  or  more of refugees who have sought shelter in 
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P ak i stan.  and secondl y .  the pro b l e m  of en-.ur ing securi ty  o f  
l i fe and a l i \' i n g  to those \vho can re m a i n  i n  H i ndustan.  The 
task of putt ing an end to l a w l e ssne -...., on both " i des o f  the 
border w i l l  ha\'e  to be dealt  with i n  conj u nct ion w i t h  the 
Ind ian  Dom i n i o n .  \Ve t h i n k  t h at the Gm e rnor-Ge neral and 
Pri me M i n i ster of H i ndustan should a l so come to the P u nj ab .  
and w e  urge the H e ads a n d  Pri me \l i n i -.ter.., o f  b o t h  the State s 
to re m a i n  i n  the P u njab t i l l  peace i s  fi n a l l y  re stored.  The 
conti n ued pre se n ce o f  the h ighe-..t o ffi c i a b  o f  the t wo State -.. 
w i l l  e n s u re that a l l -out  e fforts are m ade by prov i nc i al Go\'

e rn ments  to i mplement  t h e i r  pro m i se" of h e l p  and succour to 
refugee s .  i t  w i l l  m a ke cert a i n  t h at evacuat ion where neces
s ary i s  carried out .  and that p ro b l e m -.  of l an d  and property 
l e ft by e v acuees are spee d i l y  sett led.  Above a l l .  t h i s  pro v i de s  
the hope t h a t  the pol ice  and m i l i tary forces \\ i l l  be fu l l y a n d  
properly u s e d .  for u n less  the Govern ments resort to the se
verest  m i l i tary measure s  and m ete out j u st p u n i sh ment to a l l  
those g u i l ty o f  com mi t t i n g  o r  a i d i n g  a n d  abet t i n g  the com
m i s s ion o f  c r i m e .  w e  can see no e n d  to the present wholesa le  
m urder and loot i n g .  They probably have a l arge n u m be r  o f  
other m atters of state to d e a l  w i t h .  but not h i ng i n  the n a t i o n a l  
o r  i n ternat ional  f ie l d  can b e  h a l f  as i mportant as p u t t i n g  a 
stop to the k i l l i ng o f  the thousands of i nnocent persons now 
g o i n g  o n .  

6 September 1 947 

The Decisions 

The h i g h - l e \'e l  confere nce of the reprcsentat i  \ e s of India and 

Pakis tan .  w h i c h  f irs t  m e t  on 29 A u gu s t .  reasse m b l e d  i n  
L a h o re o n  3 S e p t c 111 b e r  to f i n a l i -..c t h e i r  p l a n s  for t h e  
restoration of l a w  a n d  order on both s i des of t h e  border.  and 
to consi der the \'ar ious prob l e m s  ari s i ng from the wa\'e o f  
c o m m u n a l  fre nzy w h i c h .  d u r i n g  t h e  l ast few week s .  has  
devastated l arge parts o f  the Prm i nce . Duri ng these four day s .  
t h e  Do m i n i o n  P r i m e  \l i n i ster -.. and the  I n d i a n  D e fe n c e  
M i n i ster a n d  Paki stan Com m u n i c at ion \i1 i n i -.ter accompanied 
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by the M in i sters of the East and West Punjab Governments 
extensively toured the affected districts. and held almost daily 
informal conferences. which must have given them a c lear 
picture of the rea l  s i tuation in  the Punj ab.  The conference 
re i terated the fi rm determination of the Governments to deal 
ruth l e s s l y  w i th  the cr i m ina l s  who have caused human 
su ffering on a scale not known in I ndia for at least a century. 
It expressed the unanimous resolve of both governments to 
co-operate ful l y  in  implement ing the dec i sions previously 
arri ved at regarding the pro tection of minorit ies.  the care and 
feeding of refugees. and the speedy evacuation of those who 
wish to migrate from their homes .  The conference further 
decided that both the Governments would make an effort to 
ac h ieve the res torat ion  of t he women who have been 
k idnapped during the d isturbances .  and would not recogni se 
any forced convers ions or marriages. We have stated before, 
and we repeat, that the deci sions taken at these jo int meet i ngs 
can bring back peace to the Pun jab if  they are honest ly 
implemented. In  this connection, the intention to i nvestigate 
the conduct of certain officers who have aided and abetted 
the carnage is a we lcome step. and we hope that both 
Governments w i l l  keep themselves and the people informed 
of the action taken. The conference has a lso taken cogni sance 
of the fact that exaggerated rumours are being c irculated, 
often com p l et e l y  w i thou t  founda t ion .  and t hat certa in  
newspapers have been giving publ ic i ty to  wi ld reports and 
have  aggravated t h i s  m i sc h i e f  by the  nature of t he i r  
comments. We  have had occasion previously i n  these col umns 
to comment on the mischievous role certain newspapers are 
playing, and have expressed the fear that their  activit ies would 
help to spread communal warfare to other parts of India. 
Recent news from Bombay , Calcut ta. and Peshawar i nd icates 

that th is  is already happening.  There are e lements in th is  
country who openly support Fasc ist  theories of blood and 
v iolence, and their narrow communal chauvin ism has been 
given strength by those who circul ate exaggerated, one-sided 
stories of horror. In Calcutta the short - l ived peace has been 
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broken and M r  Gandhi .  whose excellent efforts had achieved 
a uni ty in  that city. a unity that augured well for the future of 
both India and Pakistan. went on a fast unto death to bring 
Calcutta and the whole Indian sub-continent back to sani ty .  
Reports from that c i ty indicate that the recent outburst of 
violence i s  the resul t  of the activit ies of people who have 
come from outside .  We do not know \vhat secret organisations 
are at work and how many cities are receiving the attent ion 
of these agents prorncateurs who wish to reduce the newly
gained freedom of I ndia and Pakistan to a shambles .  We 
hope that both Governments w i l l  act bold ly  and ful fi l  their 
promises to take drastic action against offending persons and 
agencies who are p laying into the hands of the worst enemies 
of freedom .  Regarding the Punj ab. the deci sion that both the 
West  and East Punj ab Governments  w i l l  i ssue a da i l y  
communique giving a factual report of  occurrences from their 
respective territories  i s  wise. I t  would have been wiser s t il l  i f  
a joint communique were issued. and each Government gave 
the representatives of the other ful l  fac i l i t ies to set up an 
organisation to verify all reports of disturbances. 

19 September 1947 

The Rejoinder 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. in a statement from Delhi .  has replied 
to a speech in Lahore by the Pakistan Premier. Part of his reply .  
we feel ,  i s  based on misunderstanding or misreporting. The first 
point taken up by the Indian Premier is Mr Liaquat Al i  Khan ' s  
statement that there are forces who seek t o  destroy Paki stan. 

Pandit Nehru has imagined that this reference imputed motives 
to the Indian Government. Unless it i s  a case of guilty conscience 
on behalf of some of his colleagues. we do not see why he 
should come to this conclusion. We do not bel ieve that Pandit 
Nehru ' s  Government has any such intention. and we welcome 
his reiteration to this effect. as also his declaration that his 
Government desire and seek nothing but the rapid establi shment 
of l asting foundations of amity between Pakistan and India. But 
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it cannot be denied, as we have often pointed out in these 
columns, that there are parties and persons who are carrying out 
an organised campaign of terror and s laughter against innocent 
Musl ims,  with the political objective of forcing them to migrate 
to Pakistan. Responsibil i ty for the motives and acts of these 
insane beasts does not fall on Pandit Nehru ' s  shoulders, except 
i n  so far that h is  primary task as the Head of the Indian 
Government i s  to defeat their ends and to expose and destroy 
them, even if some of them occupy positions of power. The 
peace and prosperity of both Hindustan and Pakistan wi l l  be 
jeopardised for decades to come if those who seek to gain 
political ends by methods which only the most depraved of 
human beings could emp loy are not crushed w i th utter 
ruthlessness. Regarding the second point, we commend Pandit 
Nehru ' s  frank admission of cases of dere liction of duty by 
officials, and we strongly urge the governments of both sides to 
root out those official saboteurs who, under the garb of zealous 
national ism. are directly responsible for horrible deeds of ki l l ing 
and s laughter. The third main point of Pandit Nehru ' s  statement 
was refutation of the charge that the Governments of India and 
East Punjab had not honoured and implemented the joint  
decisions. The words of the Pakistan Premier were that the 
Governments of India and East Punjab had not been able to 
honour the deci sions jointly arrived at. We do not know why the 
correct version of the Pakistan Premier ' s  speech was not 
published in Delhi, and we can only conclude that even here 
there is evidence of the secret hand of those who desire to create 
as much trouble as possible between the two Dominions. We 
have no intention of attempting to sit in j udgment on the 
controversy between the two Prime Ministers, or to decide which 
of them bears the mote in his  eye and which the beam. We 
cannot, however, refrain from expressing complete disagreement 

with Pandit Nehru that every Musl im refugee camp in the East 
Punjab and every group of evacuees have been given mi li tary 
protection. This sweeping statement, obvious ly based on 
Government reports, i s  completely contrary to facts . . .  
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28 September 19-'7 

The Engineered Storm 

J u n agadh S t ate i-,  p rm i d i ng an i n terest i ng i n ter l ude in the 

o t h e r w i se g r i m po l i t i c a l  atnrn -.. p h c re o f  the I n d i a n s u h

conti n e n t .  T h i s  State .  i n  a m o me n t  of i mp i s h  i n s p i rat i o n .  

decided t o  accede to Pa k i stan . The a n n o u n 1.:c 111ent of t h i '>  

dec i s i o n  h a s  ra i sed a s udden qnrm i n  S ardar Pate l ' s  S t at e -.. 

Department  and among certa i n Pr inces  of t h at area. The States 

Depar t ment  has  ru -.. hed troops to the · r!z11 1 1m· on the  horders 

of t h e  S t a t e .  t h r e a h  h a \  c h e c n  rn a d e  t h a t  a l l  i t s  

c o m m u n i cat i o n s \\ i t h  the outs i de \\ or !d \\ o u ld he c u t  o ff. and 

an i m port a n t  r u l i ng p r i nce has  i s sued a p u h l i c  s tatement  
c a l l i n g  the acces s i o n  to Paki stan of t h i s  s rn a l l State a rnenacc 

to Kat h i a\\ ar  and an u l t i m ate danger to the I nd i an Dorn i n i o n  

i t se l f. T h e  St ate i s  a \ e ry ord i n ary o n e .  l t  h as n o  spec i a l  

h i s t or y  o f  repre s s i o n  o r  re ni l t .  a n d  C \  e n  i t s  n a m e  \\ a s  
probably u n k nown to a \ c ry l arge sect i o n  of the  peopl e  of 

Pak i st a n .  N o  atte n t i o n  ha" heen pa i d  t o  t h i -.. State  hy the 

nat ional  leader"  o f  Pak i stan .  and \\ c do not k n o w  o f  any 

\ i s i t s .  open or secre t .  o r  any negot i at i o n "  w h i c h  preceded 

t h i s  s te p .  The S tate ru l e r .  in rn ak i n g h i s  c h o i c e .  rn e re l :  

exerc i sed a r i g h t \\ h i  c h  i s  i n h e re n t  i n  the B ri t i -..h p l a n .  a r i g h t  

w h i c h  w a -,  not o n l y  agreed t o  h) the I nd i an Nat ional  Con gre-,-, 

h u t  s t ro n g l y  fan1 u re d  h) i t s  rnoq i m p o rt a nt  l e ade r s .  as 
opposed to the r i g h t  of a S t ate t o  re m a i n  i nd e p e n de n t .  

Attempts h a \  e been m ade t o  bnm beat t h e  ru l e r  i nto re\ oki n g  

h i s  dec i s i o n .  T h e  fal seness  o f  the c harges w h i c h  h a v e  been 
leY1: l leJ aga i n st the State ha.s bee n C \posed hy c i rc um.-.. tance.-.. . 

The fac t  t h at no c o m m u n a l  consp i racy e x i sh i s  home out  hy 
the  S h e i k h  o f  \ l angro l ' s  dec i -., i o n  l \ l  j o i n  u p  \\ i t h  the I nd i a n  

U n ion.  and M r  M e no n .  w h o  \ i s i ted J u n agadh ll ll b e h a l f  o f  

t h e  I n d i an l: n i on.  ad\ i sed the non- \ l u sl i m -.,  to s t a \  i n  t he i r  

h o m e s .  o b \ i ou s l y  o n l y  after h e  h ad rccc i \ e d sat i s L1c tory 
a s s urances fro m the ru l e r  and h i s  () m ern me n t .  :\oth i ng has 

hcen more stupid in  th i-.,  -., torm i n  a teacup than the state ment 

that .  as a re-., u l t  o f  t h i s  m m  c t 'n  the  part o f  J u nagadh.  \\ ar  
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was imminent between the Kathiawar States to start off wi th .  
and later between Pak istan and I ndia .  We are not  aware of 
the mobi l i sation of the Junagadh S tate forces.  and even if 
they were mob i l i sed. the State cavalry and i nfantry have a 
strength of 1 73 horse and 2 1 9  men respecti vely�the figure 
bei ng i nc l us ive of the bagpipe band ! The fear of an invasion 
of the I nd ian Un ion by this gal lant force . even if the Paki stan 
Government dec ided in a fit of insani ty to support such a 
venture. i s  real ly too absurd a proposit ion even to be discussed 
by anybody. except of course a ru l i ng  Pri nce. S i nce a l l  
attempts have fai led to force .lunagadh into jo in ing the I ndian 
Union.  the S tates M i n i stry have now i ssued a communique i n  
which they take their stand on  the principles of  democracy 
and self-determ ination . and point out the State · s geographical  
posi t ion .  They state qui te right l y  that 8 1  per cent of the 
populat ion of Junagadh are non- M us l ims .  that the State 
territory i s  completely i ntermingled with the territory of other 
States who have acceded to the I ndian Union,  that i ts  system 
of communications ha-; so far been admini stered by the I ndian 
Union .  that in  view of thi s a referendum should be he ld  and 
the question -,hould  be determined by a free expression of the 
w i l l  of the people or the State. and that the Government of 
I nd ia  arc prepared to try to sol ve the question by friendly 
d iscussions with the Dominion of Paki stan. 

The principles la id down by the States Department are 
we lcome i ndeed .  What is amus ing i s  the Department ' s  
i nabi l i ty t o  see that what i s  sauce for the goose can and 
should be sauce for the gander. The i r  pol icy of ' heads I win 
and ta i l s  you lose '  cannot real ly be j ust i fied by any amount 
of c lever arguments. The I ndian government have so far 
accepted w i thout demur the accession of a very large number 
of S tates. and the w i l l  of t he ru l e r.  w h i c h  has often undergone 
a change under the persuasive i nfluence of Sardar Patel and 
h i s  henchmen.  has decided the fate or the people .  The 
principle of a l lowing the people of a S tate to dec ide their 
future is a very l audable one. and we hope the Government 
of Pakis tan w i l l  enter i nto negot iat ions  w i th  the I nd ian  
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Domin ion and see that th is  principle i s  app l ied to every S tate 
i n  t he I ndian sub-cont inent .  This is the only honest way of 
dealing with the whole question. The Congress real l y  cannot 
force the accession of one State to the Indian Union because 
its people desire it and a llow the admiss ion of another S tate 
because i t s  ruler would  l ike to have h i s  headquarters at Delh i .  
The concern which the  S tates Department has  shown for t he 
non-Mus l ims of Junagadh should be repeated i n  the case of 
the Mus l ims of Kashmir, whose country is. we learn. on the 
verge of be i ng  bartered away by the M aharaj a  for the 
assurances and considerations be i ng offered to him by the 
same States Department. If the Congress means business and 
is true to its oft-expressed pol icy.  let it approach the Paki stan 
Government and thus solve the whole question of Ind ian 
S tates i n  the only right way that it can he soh ed. 

7 November 1 947 

Untimely Move 

Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman · s decision to leave the Indian U nion 
and settle in Pak i stan cannot be regarded as anyth ing but an 
untimely and unwise move . He may have very strong personal 
reasons for doing so, in which case he should  have made up his  
m i nd th ree months ago,  not  after he had accepted the 
responsib i lity of l eading the Muslim League group in the UP 
Legis lative Assembly and the Constituent Assembly of India. 
He seems to have chosen a wrong t ime " to make room for young 
blood" . and his plea that he cannot reconcile himself to learni ng 
H i nd i  i s  not a very strong reason: i f  the m i l l ions of other M u s l i ms 

i n  the Un i ted Provi nces or e l sewhere have to reconci l e  
themsel\ eS to  the Dernnagri script. they expect their leaders to 
do so also. The Mus l im leaders of the minority provinces must 
realize that their first and foremost responsibi l i ty is the M usl im 
masses whom they have so far led and represented. and who i n  
the circumstances o f  today need. more than ever before. a 
leadership which wi l l  get them an honourable and self-respecting 
place in  the political l i fe of the Indian Union .  
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1 5  .January 1 948 

Outrage 

A l arge number of non-Musl im  men. women and chi ldren 
have been k i l led i n  and near Guj rat. A l l  these i nnocent sou l s  
were i n  our  charge. Paki stan had guaranteed them protect ion 
unti l  they crossed our frontier. We have betrayed our ideals 

and broken our p ledged word. We have seen the offic ia l  
version of the outrage that traces the orig in of the trouble to a 
hasty act on the part of the escort guarding the train and a 
series of total misunderstandings that fol l owed. Thi s  does not 
alter the fact that people  who cal l themselves Mus l ims .  fe l low 
c i t izens of Paki stan. have been gui l ty of gross savagery and 
i nhuman bru tal i ty .  t hat the name of Pakis tan has been 
b lackened and besmirched and the name of our people and 
our rel ig ion has been once more dragged into the dust. I t  i s  
pai nful t o  p l ay the role o f  a prosecutor against one·  s own 
people. but this has to be done i f  one possesses a heart and a 
conscience and bel ieves i n  what one ' s  God has enjo ined and 
one ' s  leaders have taught. If one is bent on be ing di shonest. 
there is always room for pett ifogging and casuistry to gloss 
over and condone the most horrible crime conceivable. but 
g iven the m inimum of decency and sense one has to draw the 
l i ne somewhere. We have not the s l ightest hesitation in  say ing 
t ha t  whoever  l ay s  v i o l e n t  hands  on  an i nnocen t  and 
defenceless man, woman or ch i ld  i s  a savage and a barbarian. 
a p lague-spot in  the wholesome body of c iv i l i sed society. 
and the sooner society is rid of h im the better. He deserves 
no mercy and no quarter. and anyone who seeks to j ustify h i s  
cr ime on any ground whatsoever i s  a poten t ia l  cr iminal 
h imse lf. Whoever aids or abets such savagery. whatever h is  
motives and whatever the end he has i n  view. i s  a l so an 
enemy of society. a trai tor to Pakistan and a di sgrace to the 
creed he professes. We demand. therefore. that every s ingle 
individual who committed. aided or abetted the Guj rat outrage 
should  be tracked down and sent to h i s  doom. I t  is  not enough 
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to bmv our heads in shame.  We h ad much rather l i ft up o u r  

heads and look for the  causes and the age n c i e s  that  s t i l l  make 

the perpetrat i o n  of such h e i nous deeds pos s i b l e .  It  is  d i ffi c u l t  

to  bel ieve that .  i n  t h e  m a n y  hours that  el apsed betwee n the 

commencement  of the t ro u b l e  and i ts  c u l m i n at i o n .  nothi n g  

more coul d  have been done to stop i t  than act i ve l y  \\ as  done . 

A part from the m ad- m e n  \vho com m i tted the cr ime.  some 

offi c i a l  agency.  we do not k now who. m u .s t  al so share the 

b l ame for \\ hat h as happened.  There mLht haw been e i ther 

i n d i ffere nce or  l e t h argy or l ur k i n g  u n w i l l i ng ness  in some 

q u arter t h at held back the h and of I m\ from deal i n g  out sterner 

measures be l'ore the fe l l  deed was don e .  Pak i stan has n o  

roo m  for s p i n e l e s s  rat s and u n p r i n c i p l e d  kna\  e � .  a n d  w e  

demand t h a t  i f  a n y  offi c i al i s  proved g u i l t y of neglige nce o r  

i nd i ffere nce tm\ ards duty.  he shou l d  be bro u g h t  to boo k .  
M u rder a n d  rape arc horri b l e  enough cri mes i n  ord i n ary t i me s .  

but  the c o m m i ss ion of these cr imes today ag ai nst  another 

comm u n i t y  a mou n t s  to far more than  murder and rape.  I t  

amounts  to fratr ic ide and i ncest .  for i t  i �  a d i rect i m i t a t i o n  to 
the m urder of our  b rothers and the d i s honour o f  our s i sters 

who are less happ i l ;  p l aced than \\ e are .  In the n a me of these 
i n noce n t  and defe nce less  brothers and s i sters.  m i l l i o n s  and 

m i l l i o n s  of t h e m .  in the I nd i an Dom i n ion.  we demand from 
o u r  Government and our  leaders that  they shou l d  form u l ate 

and enforce i m medi ate measures to persuade. caj ole.  or coerce 
the c it izens of the S tate i nto m ore c i v i l i sed conduct .  and we 

de mand from our  peop l e  that they should put  away the crue l  

and i n h u man pract i ce s  that  have so thorou g h l y  debased the 

n ames of I n d i a  and Pak i stan .  I t  i s  hard l y  neces sary to say that 
we expect a s i m i l ar at t i tude from the peopl e s  and the l e aders 
of the I nd i an Do m i n i o n .  h u t  we cannot and \\ C shou l d  not 
\\ a i t  for '"· ornpl ete peace to prC \ a i l  i n  India to e stab l i s h  the 
re i g n  of Lrn and h u m a n i t\ in  our  O\\ n great  l a n d .  
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Democracy or Legal i sed Dictatorship'? 

I. CHANGES AT THE CENTRE 

26 A ugust 1 947 

Call to the Nation 

The Quaid-i-Azam' s  cal l  to the Mus l im Nation 'to preserve 
the peace of Pakistan for the sake of Pakistan ' has come at a 
time when it was most needed. Events i n  the East Punjab 
have cast a shadow of g loom over the l i fe of the new-born 
State and the Musl ims of Pakistan are being put to the severest 
test in their h istory . As Mr J innah has pointed out, the enemies 
of Pak i s t an w o u l d  w e l c ome  noth i n g  better  than that 
w idespread disorders should break out within its borders, 
thereby causing administrative dis location and impeding the 
work of national regeneration and reconstruction . We would 
go further and say that there are people who are p lanning to 
disrupt the State of Pakistan and reduce further i ts already 
smal l  territories. The Quaid-i-Azam has pointed out that a 
recrudescence of arson, loot and murder i n  Paki stan is no 
help to the sufferers in the East Punjab and elsewhere, nor 
wi l l  i t  solve any problem but cause further loss of innocent 
l ives and more suffering for large masses of humanity . It i s ,  
he said, by bui lding up our  State that we can best reply to  the 
death and destruction inflicted on our people elsewhere and 
not by 'acting on first i mpul ses and gett ing l ost in the 
confineless wi lderness of physical revenge and retaliation' .  
These words o f  Q uaid-i-Azam are words of w isdom and 
shoul d  find a response in the mind of every thinking Mus l im .  
The events of the l ast fortnight have been such that i t  i s  wel l 
n igh i m p o ss i b l e  for even normal  persons  t o  prevent  
themselves from j oin ing those bitten by the m adness of hatred 
and revenge. If, however, we force ourselves to cool thi nking, 
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we can only come to one conclmion-that \vhat the Quaid- i 
Azam has said and demanded of  the i\1usl i m  people i s  the 
demand of the ti mes.  After many tria ls  and tribulations the 
M usl ims of I ndia haw managed to exercise the i r  right of 
se lf-determ ination and are in possession of a so\'ere ign S tate. 
Had this  r ight to decide our O\\ n fate been conceded earlier 
by the maj ority community in  Ind i a. the Indian sub-conti nent . 
would haYe been spared the horrors i t  has gone through in  
the last two years. The State we haw achie\ ed i s  not  as l arge 
as we expected. nor has the d iY i sion been carried out on any 
defin i te pri nciples .  Be that as it may.  i t  i s  our State and here 
the M usl im people can bu i ld  up a l ife for themseh es.  Those 
who are indulging in the wanton k i l l ing of our brothers. a 
l arge part of whom ha\e been unj ustly left outs ide our 
borders. are hoping  that the chaos they generate may spread 
to our State and lead to its break-up. The respons ib i l i ty for 
prewnting this  i s  ours .  Whi le the agony of the Mus l ims i n  
the East Punjab mm es us  to  the depth of  ou r  hearts .  we 
cannot ga\'e way to reta l iat ion in  our own State because thi s 
w i l l  only strengthen the hands o f  our enemies. and cannot i n  
any \Vay help the crores of  Mus l im l i Y ing beyond our borders . 

. . .  We must rea l i se that a weak and unstable Paki stan w i l l  
be a loss not onl y fo r  the people o f  Paki stan but for a l l  the 
Mus l ims of I ndia. Therefore i t  becomes our foremost duty to 
defeat al l  efforts made from within our State or from across 
our borders to weaken and disrupt Pakistan. 

18 February 1948 

The Quaid-i-Azam 

We welcome the prompt contradict ion. direct from the Pri\'ate 
Secretary to the Quaid-i -Azam. of a report pub l i shed by our 
l oca l  Eng l i s h  contemporary to the effect  that .  due to 
i ndifferent heal th .  the Quaid- i -A1am was l i ke ly .  i n  the very 
near future .  to ret i re from the Go\ ernor-Gencral sh ip  of 
Pakistan. and further that i t had alread: been settled that the 
Nawah of Bhopal  '' as  to succeed h im not on ly  as the 
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Governor-General , but, strangely enough, a l so as the Quaid
i -Azam ! The report was received wi th the greatest sceptic ism, 
but a l l  the same the authoritative assurance that Quaid-i -Azam 
Mohammed Al i  J innah i s  in · very good health

. 
and that the 

question of the I nd ian Prince becoming h i s  successor 'does 
not ari se '  w i l l  be greeted throughout the country w i th  
widespread joy  and rel ief. For should the  Quaid- i-Azam, at 
some remote future date, choose to ret i re from h i s  onerous 
post, h i s  successor must obvi ously be a person wi th a record 
of publ ic serv ice. known and respected by the people of 
Pak i stan. 

9 July 1 948 

The New Ministry 

The Central Government ' s  decis ion to form a new M i nistry, 
to be known as the M in istry of States and Frontier Regions. 
w i l l  be widely regarded as a w ise and essent ial step. No one, 
except perhaps a few decrepit  Nawabs and their paid agents. 
w i l l  d ispute that such a M in i stry was absolutely necessary . 
The t r i ba l  areas  and t h e  S ta tes  of  Pak i s t a n  cover  a 
cons iderable  port ion of our country; the importance and 
urgency of bringing c iv i l i sation and real democracy to the 
people of these areas and in tegrating them with the res t  of 
the country cannot be min i mised. A l ready, in  many Pakistan 
S tates,  a peop le ' s  movement i s  under way and the ru lers are 
us ing a l l  the weapons i n  the armoury of despotism to maintain 
the status quo and prevent the people from coming into their 
own ; in many places M us l im League workers have been 
arrested and horrib le  atroci t i e s  perpetrated by the S tate 
admin istrations .  This call s  for immediate action. I n  the tribal 
areas al so, the new ferment  i s  at work. The people are gaining 
a new consciousness and bui ld ing hopes of a new and better 
l ife in the future. H uman considerations apart. the latent 
wealth and the strategic importance of these parts demand 
that the new dispensation should reach these people as soon 
as possible, so as to e l iminate for all time the danger of a 

87 



88 

Paki stan : The Fi rst Twch e Years 

brave and simple people being exploited by mad mullahs and 
scheming poli t icians.  It cou ld  be said. wi th a great deal of 
j ust ificat ion. that this task should have been taken in hand 
many months ago. The Indian counterpart of the new Pakistan 
M i ni stry started functioning a lmost before 1 5  August 1 94 7 
and it has al ready achieYcd a great deal . . .  

The Pakistan Gm ernment have only now begun to gi\ e 
this matter the ir serious attention. We are certain.  hmveYer. 
that other preoccupations were responsible for this delay and 
not any lack of keenness on the part of our national leaders to 
deal wi th the problems. That the Paki stan Government ful ly  
real ise its importance is shown by the fact that the new Ministry 
\V i i i  be under the direct control of the Quaid-i-Azam himself. 
It is meet and proper that a single M inistry should deal with 
the tribal areas and the Paki stan States :  for these two parts of 
Paki stan · s territories are largely  inter) i nked and the problems 
fac ing them. to a great extent. arc simi lar. Both are backward 
pol i t ical ly .  socia l ly and educational l y :  both are governed by a 
mediernl system where the word of the ru l ing prince or the 
tr iba l  ch ief  is regarded as the fi na l  l a w :  and both are 
economical l y  undeveloped but possess rnst resources which 
can be harnessed to serve the interests of the local people and 
the State of Pakistan. To remedy the existing i l l s  and to create 
conditions for bringing a new l i fe to the people of these areas 
wi l l  be the new M inistry " s  major task : it must. as a first step. 
introduce genuine pol i tical reforms and set up administrations 
which wi l l  make a beginning in  this direction. Real democracy 
must begin to function as soon as possible, so that by the time 
the new const i t u t ion of Paki stan i s  introduced the people of the 

States and tribal areas can take their place with their brethren 
of Paki stan · s Provinces on a bas is of complete equality. 

7 October 1948 

B ritish Governors 

It is gratifying that a Pakistan i has been selected to fi l l  the 
vacancy caused by the death of Sha ikh Ghulam Hussain 
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Hidayatullah, the first Muslim Governor of any Province in  
Pakistan. I t  i s  difficult. however, to understand why S ind i s  
special ly favoured by  the Central Government and has always 
been given a Pakistani Governor, while the other four Provinces 
of our State continue to be ·governed '  by foreigners. The 
argument that a Provincial Governor today has no special powers 
does not i n  any way justify the continuance of foreign nationals 
as the heads of our Provincial administrations, for if this office 
merely provides a ceremonial figure-head, it is al l  the more 
necessary that he should be a Pak istani. However good or bad 
the present Brit ish Governors may be, there can be no doubt that 
Pakistanis with as much or greater i ntegrity and abil ity are 
available to take their place. We can. therefore, think of no good 
reason why the appointment of Brit ish Governors, originally  
made. it i s  reported, for one year only and in order to make for a 
smooth change-over from the past regime, should be al lowed to 
continue. Apart from other reasons. grave charges have publicly 
been level led against two British Governors of Pakistan ' s  
Provinces (one of whom i s  n o  longer here ) :  charges which have 
been neither explained nor refuted. Nor has Pakistan, during and 
since its i nception, any particular reason to be grateful to the 
British for any support or sympathy in the grave issues facing 
our country . In these circumstances the general feeling among 
our people that the present Bri tish Governors should be replaced 
as soon as possible by suitable Pak istanis is ful ly  justified. There 
are not many people in Pakistan opposed to the appointment of 
foreigners to posts where they are really needed, but to keep 
them in offices for which better Pakistanis can easily be found i s  
c learly a bad policy. We hope the Central Government wi l l  give 
this matter the urgent attention it deserves. 

4 November 1 950 

Civil Service Reorganisation 

In consu l ta t ion w i th  the Prov i n c i a l  Governments ,  the 
Government of Paki stan has decided to reorganise the senior
most  cadres of the country ' s  c i v i l  services  on a more 
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c e ntra f o e d  basi s .  The new C i v i l  Ser\  i c e  of Pak i stan i s  
i n te nded t o  re p l ace t h e  present  P a k i stan A d m i n i s trat i v e  
Service a n d  t h e  Po l i t ical Serv i c e .  a n d  w i l l  b e  constituted w i t h  
t h e  offi cers n o w  sen i n g  i n  these two Sen i c e s .  along with  a 
certain n umber to be selected from the Pak i stan Arm) and 
the various Provinc ial C i v i l  Sen ices .  The m a i n  feature of the 
scheme is that there \\ i l l  no longer be a proYinc ial cadre or 

· com m i ss ion · and all officers w i l l  be l i able to sen e i n .  and 
be transfe rred to. any part of the country. The adYantages 
e x pected by Government from t h i s  arrangement are that 
pro\· i n c i a l i sm \\ i l l  be rooted out.  o fficer-.. w i l l  gain w i der 
k nowledge and experience of the country " s problems.  and 
greater admi n i strati \ e  u n i form ity  and ho moge neity w i l l  be 
achieved. How the transferab i l ity of o fficers from prov i nce 
to prov i nce after the i r  first post i n g-wh i c h  even today need 
not be i n  t h e i r  h o m e  p ro v i nce-can h e l p  to e l i m i n ate 
prov i n c i a l i s m  i s  not  expl a i ned.  nor has i t  been shown why a 
broad adm i n i strat ive u n i form i ty cannot be attained w i thout 
s u c h  drast i c  c e n t ra l i sat i o n .  As for the g a i n  of g reater  
knowledge about  the country · s  pro b l e m s .  fre4uent  i nter
prov inc ia l  tran s fers w i l l  certa i n l y  ple ase the tra\ e l - m i nded 
offi cers or the keen l i ng u i sts and even h e l p  to some extent 
those who are l ater to serve in the Ce ntral Government.  For 
the v ast majority,  however. who duri n g  the i r  ten u re of service 
w i l l  o n l y  be c a l l e d  upon to ad m i n i s t e r  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  or 
otherwi se deal  w ith pure ly  pnw i ncia l  tasks.  the advantage of 
k nowledge gai ned about other provi nces w i l l  probably be 
outweighed by the di sadvantage of not h av i ng s u ffic ient  
k nowledge of the pro v ince to w h i c h  they are tran s ferred.  The 

personal i nconven i e nce to offi cers and the extra expe n se 
i m  o l ved a lso de serve some considerat ion .  I f  it i s  said.  i n  
refutation o f  such cri t i c i s m .  that i nter-prov i n c i a l  transfe rs w i l l  
b e  al most a s  rare a s  they were i n  t h e  o l d  day s .  then the 
p urpose of ce ntral i s i ng the new Sen ice to such an extent i s  
s imply  not u nderstood.  

Detai l s  are not yet a\ a i l able regard i ng control of the new 
C i v i l  Serv ice and i t  is not known if the Central Govern ment 
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w i l l  take over most of the powers now rest i ng w i t h  the 
Prov i n c i a l  G o v e rn m e n t s  with regard to such matters as 
transfer, p romotion, and d i sc ip l ine .  I f, as is  su spected, the 
Prov i nc i a l  Governments'  author i ty over the se n ior officers 
m an n i ng the ad m i n i strat ion is to be seri ously reduced i n  
fav our  o f  the Central Govern ment.  t h i s  w i l l  const i tute a 
serious e ncroach ment on t he autonomy of the prov i nces-
perpetrated through a back door. A part from being h i g h l y  
u n de s i rable ,  i t  i s  both s urpris ing a n d  regrett able t h a t  a c hange 
of such great i mportance shou l d  be m ade w i thout consul t ing 
e i ther  the Central Par l i ament or the  Prov i n c i a l  Assemblies .  

The decision not to i nclude the j udicial branch of the present 
PAS in the Civ i l  Service of Pakistan w i l l  be welcomed if  it can 
be regarded as a first step towards complete separation of the 
j udic iary from the executive. If  such a desirable change is  to be 
ushered in, the proposed J udic ial Servi ce should not be confined 
to the PAS c lass of j udic ia l  officers. It shou l d  incl ude a l l  
magistrates a n d  t h e  lower t i e r  o f  judges, a n d  shoul d  completel y  
b e  freed from executive control .  Unless i t  i s  fol lowed t o  i t s  
logical conclusion, t h i s  bifurcation o f  t h e  senior C i v i l  Service 
may s impl ify the work of training and appo i nt ing the officers 
concerned, but it w i l l  not bri ng about the badly-needed reform 
i n  our present system of admin istering j ustice . 

1 7  October 1 95 1  

National Tragedy 

So soon after the death of the Quaid-i -Azam, a cruel  Fate has 
confronted Paki stan with  another nat ional  tragedy in the 
sudden loss of the G reat Leader' s first l i e utenant.  The ghast ly 
assass inat ion of Mr L iaquat A l i  Khan h as dealt  the nat ion a 
shocking blow.  The country mourn s not o n l y  the tragic e n d  

of i ts  fi rst Pri me M in i ster, but a lso the pass i n g  away of a 
person who had devoted a l i fe t i me of serv i c e  to the  cause of 
e mancipating the M u s l i m s  of I nd ia .  I t  i s  i mpossible  yet to 
overcome the sense of grief and shoc k ,  and to attempt a 
proper assessment of the far-reac h i ng effects that M r  L i aq u at 
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A l i  Khan ' s  death w i l l  have on our country ' s  future, but it i s  
apparent that the absence of h i s  u n i fy i ng and moderati ng 
i nfl uence from the Party and the Government h e  h ad led with 
such rare abi l i ty  and i ntegri ty wil l  be keen l y  felt for years to 
come . 

For the person who perpetrated t he foul and dastardly 
cr ime.  and the d i seased m i nds which conce i ved i t .  no words 
of conde mnation can be too strong .  They are g u i lty of an 
i nh u m a n .  c o w ard l y  m u rd e r .  w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  u n dy i n g 
personal sorrow to the re l at ions and many friends of M r  
L i aguat A l i  Khan.  They are gu i l ty o f  tryi ng t o  stab the country 
i n  the back at a t ime when Paki stan i s  faced with  the grave st 
c ri s i s  in its h i story. They are g u ilty of a pol i tica l  crime which 
can do untold  harm to  the  cause of Paki stan · s progres s  and 
development and may retard the pol i t ical growth of i ts  people .  
W hatever one ' s  pol i t ical  v iews or  party affi l iat ions.  on th is  
question there cannot be  any room for a difference of  opin ion .  
The cu l t  of pol i t ical  assass inat ion never  has.  and never  can.  
serve a n y  u seful  p urpose.  If  anything .  v i o l e nce aga i n st 
i n d i v iduals i n v i tes further v io lence. and i n  the m adhouse of 
personal vendetta, publ ic  i nterest  i s  completel y  lost .  W h atever 
the mot i ves of those who have reddened their hands w i t h  
blood. thei r  cr ime cannot be condoned i n  a n y  w a y .  n o r  c a n  i t  
b e  forgotten fo r  a second that they have done the gravest  
poss ib le  d i sservice to  t he people and State of Paki stan . We 
h av e  not  the s l i ghtest doubt t hat e ve ry pol i t ica l  party worth 
the name, and every sane person .  w i l l  u nreservedly condemn 
the cri m i na l  act which has deprived the coun try of a fai thful 
and tried publ i c  servant, and whole-heartedly support every 
s incere effort made to ext irpate the e lements re sponsible  for 
i ntroducing the cult  of t he bul let  i nto our country ' s  pol it i c al 
l i fe .  

However poignant ly  w e  m ay fee l  about t h e  personal  
aspect of the  fateful tragedy that  was  e nacted at Rawalpi nd i ,  
i t s  effect on u s  as c it izens o f  t h e  young State o f  Pakistan 
m u st be g iwn far greater i mportance.  The pain and tears 
must  be forgotten in order to take s tock of the pol it i ca l  
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posit ion, so that the nefarious designs of those who may seek 
to take advantage of the s i tuation created by the untimely 
demise of Mr Liaquat Ali Khan can effect ively be countered 
and defeated. It is our fi rst and foremost duty to maintain 
perfec t  d isc ip l ine  and, thus ,  destroy a l l  chances of the 
country ' s  enemies trying to foster turmoil  and chaos .  I n  other 
countries faced with crises of a s imi lar nature we have seen 
the attempts made by fore ign Powers or  thei r  local agents to 
disrupt national uni ty and thereby secure gains which were 
otherwise barred to them. This must not be al lowed to happen 
in Pakistan. The aims of our internal and external enemies 
must be frustrated by further developing our sense of duty 
and loyalty to Pakistan. The great national tragedy cal l s  upon 
al l  sections of our people to assume greater respons ibil i t ies 
than ever before. We humbly pray that Al mighty God may 
g ive us the fortitude and wi sdom to pass through thi s  period 
of severe trial and, overcoming all difficul t ies .  guide the 
country ' s  destiny along the path of democratic progress and 
high achievements. 

21 October 1 95 1  

The Pindi Tragedy 

As the fi r s t  shock  of  the ghast l y  tragedy enac ted at 
Rawalpindi on 1 6  October is beginning to wear off, the people 
are naturally  asking whether the evi l  design of the assassin 
could have been frustrated by better security arrangements. 
Firstly, i t  i s  said that the public should not have been seated 
so near the dais from where the Prime Minister was to address  
the gathering. This  i s  c learly an afterthought, prompted solely 
by the successful perpetration of the horrible c ri me .  The 
meeting ,  it should be remembered. was organi sed by a 
pol i t ica l  party , and in normal c i rcumstances too great a 
distance between the speaker and the people,  or the creation 
of some sort of a protective curtain , would  have provoked 
adverse comments from a diametricall y  opposite point of 
view. Despite some talk of premonit ions, it is obvious that no 
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one had the s l ightest suspic ion that M r  L i aquat A l i  K h an ' s  

I i  fe was i n  serious and i m rn i nent danger .  Howe\ e r. en: n  i f  i t  
i s  accepted that there was not h i ng wrong o r  u n usual i n  ha\ i n g  
t h e  d is t ingu i shed ..,peaker · s  p lat form o n l y  a few y ards away 

from the cro wded meet ing .  there are other poi nh on \\ h i  c h  
t h e  people w i l l  want sat i s factory answers . I t  i s  cu..,tomary on 
such occasions  for the Prime M i n i ster  to haYe a protec t i \ c  

g uard of po l i cemen i n  p l a i n  c lothes.  who s h o u l d  han� been 

s i t t ing  in the fi r�t t \\ O  or three ro\\ S and in front of the da i s  
fac i ng the meeti n g .  I f  the security pol icemen were posted i n  

such pos i t ion-.. o f  \ antagc. they do not seem t o  ha\e been 
able to make any mo\'e in the performance of the i r  duty .  
Further. i f  i t  i ..,  t ru e  that the k i l ler .  Sa id  Akbar.  \\ a�  a pol ice 

suspect and that  the local  authorit ies had been warned by the 

Front ier  Pol ice of h i ..,  \ i s i t  to Rawal p i n d i .  i t  i s  surpri s i n g  that 
no attempt \\ as made to keep a \' i g i lant  eye on h i s  mm cmenh.  

part i c u lar ly  \\ hen h is  arr i \ al i n  R �rn alp indi  c o i 1K ided \\ i th  
Mr L i aquat Al i  Khan ' s  tour .  

With  regard to \\ hat happened i m me d i ate ly  after the 
Pri me M i n i ster was shot.  there are m any d i fferen t  \ ersion s .  
and e\'Cn eye-\\ i tncss  accounts  of the happen i ng s  do not  tal ly  
w i t h  each other on cert a i n  detai l s .  The e x i stence of  some 
confus ion  i s  u nderstandab l e :  but  it seems that for some time 
nearly everybody present lost  his head complete l y .  I t  h as 
been reported that the crowd had to he kept back by r ifle-fire 
o\'er the ir  heads.  that a n u mber of sen ior offic ia ls  ran away i n  
search of safe shel ter. a n d  that for many i m port a n t  m i nutes 

the s i tu at ion was.  to put  i t  m i l d l y .  out of contro l .  I t  is  even 
m ore trag i c  that  no proper atte mpt  see ms to ha\ 'e been m ade 

to adm i n i ster fi rst aid to Mr L i aquat  A l i  K h a n  and. a l though 
i t  cannot be sa id  \\ i t h  certa in t: . i t  i �  pos� i b lc that  he b led to 
death . After many preciou�  m i n utes had bee n \\ astcd .  he made 
an extremely  uncomfortable j ou rne: to the ho�pi  tal  \\ here 

the best a\ ai l ab l e  medical  a id  fai l e d  to rn i \ c h i m .  I t  i s  
equal l y  strange and regrettable that a more determined effort 
\\ ih not made to ta�c the cri m i na l  i n to c u�tody or tu cordon 
o il the group which  had �athcrecl round h i m .  it is c lca 1  that 
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w hoever k i l l ed the  assas s i n  has  m ade i n vest igat ion of the 
crime much more d i ffi c u l t  and has.  in fact. helped those who 
p l an n ed the dastardly deed .  It  is  absol utely necessary t hat the 
e p isode should be subjected to a s i ft i n g  enquiry so that the 

real truth can emerge and the various ru mours c i rculat ing 
t h r o u g h o u t  P a k i s ta n .  a n d  in  fo re i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  c a n  he 
confi rmed or contrad i cted . I t  i s  also necessary. for s i m i lar 
re a s o n s .  t h at w h ate v e r  i n fo r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  to t h e  
G ove rn me n t  about t h e  Pri me M i n i ster· s assai lant  o r  those 
known to he assoc iated with h i m  should he made publ i c  as 
soon as it is co nfi rmed.  A l ready the c ircu l ation of reports 
w h i c h  had to be contradicted l ater has confused the peop l e .  
a n d  ru mour-monger i n g  has added to t h e i r  bew i l derment .  I t  i s  
essent i al t h at i n vest igation of t h e  Prime M i n i ster"  s m urder 
shou l d  be pursued w i t h  speed and v igour so that the culpr i ts  
c an be brought  to book and. what i s  equa l l y  i m portant. the ir  
fou l  mot i v e s  fu l l y  e xposed before the people of Pak i stan.  

19 October 195 1 

New Appointments 

When a co u ntry i s  sudde n l y  bereft of a l eader who h as borne 
the l argest share of the burden of g u i d i ng its dest i ny.  i t  m ay 
seem that the vacuum would almost  be i m possible to fi 1 1 .  Y ct  
when such a t i  me comes. however great the nat ional  loss.  if  
the nat ion has l i fe a n d  v i gour i t  succeeds i n  fi nding other 
m e n  to take the p l ace o f  the fal le n  leader .  So i t  was when the 
Q u a i d - i - A za m " s  u n t i m e l y  death orphaned t h e  peop l e  o f  
Pak i stan .  S o  i t  w i l l  be n o w  that  the l i fe of h i s  pol i t ica l  
succe ssor has trag i c a l l y  been cut  short by the ev i l  hand of a 
h i red assas s i n .  Faced w i t h  the serious s i tuation created by 
th is  fou l  c ri m e .  w hose base mot i ves and ram i fications have 
not yet been fu l l y  u ncovered.  the Central Cabi net has done 
w e l l to t a k e  i m me d i ate de c i s i o n s  about t h e  n e c e s s a ry 
reorga n i sation of the Govern ment .  I n  normal c i rcum stances. 
as the  first step towards fi nding a new Pri me M i n i ster. the 
M u s l i m  League Party in the  Parl iament should have been 
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asked to e lect a new leader: but i n  v i e w  o f  t he e mergency i t  
w a s  perfect ly correct t o  d i spense w it h  formal i t ies  a n d  g i v e  
t h e  country a n e w  Government a s  early a s  pos s ib le .  I n  any 
case. it can be taken for g ranted that the Cab i n et " s  select ion 
w i l l  be e ndorsed by the M u s l i m  Leag ue Par l i ame ntary P arty 
and the Par l i ament.  

The new appoi ntments are l ik e l y  to be accepted by the 
people w i t h  general sati sfaction.  I n  the e x i st ing c i rcumstances. 
the first cons i deration that m u st have weighed with th ose 
who made the choice was that there should be no contest for 
the vacant office and that the Pri me M i n i ster should be one 
who woul d  best command the loyal ty and respect of h i s  
col l eagu e s  and the country " s esteem and good w i l l .  For a 
variety of reason s .  Khwaj a  N az i m u dd i n  was the obv i o u s  
choice.  T h e  e l e vation of M r  G h u l am Mohammad . o n e  o f  the 
senior-most Central M i n i s ters. to the office o f  Gowrnor
Ge neral w i l l  a l so meet w i t h  general apprm al. R umours of 
h i s  fai l i ng health had rai sed the fear that the Govern ment 
wou l d  lose the serv i ces of an able e xpert. A s  the Head of the 
State-w h i c h  appoi ntment i s  a tr ibute to his  hard work i n  the 
c o u n try · s serv ice-Mr G h u l a m  M o h a m m ad \\ i l l  not he 
subj ected to the stra i n  of departmental  work and at the same 
t i me h i s  ad v i c e  a n d  g u i d a n c e  w i l l  be a v a i l ab l e  t o  the 
G overnment .  The Central Cabinet w i l l  further be stre ngthe ned 
by the return of S i rdar Abdur R ab N i shtar. who during h i s  
t w o  years i n  t he Punj a b  h a s  con s i derab l y  e n hanced h i s  
prest ige a s  a n  adm i n i strator. 

I n  the pre sent cr is i s .  those who are being cal led upon to 
accept new and hea\ ier respo n s i b i l i t i e s  can safe l y  expect the 

people · s ful lest support in dea l i ng w i th the m aj or national 
probl e m s  that face our country . There are many of these.  but 
the quest ion which m u st now be g i v e n  the h ighest priority i s  
the need for creat ing conditions which w i l l  make i t  i mpossible 
for pol i t ic a l  terror ism to flo u r i s h  in Pakistan.  The e x act  
i m p lications of M r  L i aq uat Al i  Khan · s  dastardly  m urder may 
not  be kn O\\ n for ..,ome t i me .  and i t  would be unw i se to 
formul ate any conc l u s ions on the bas i s  of u n proved e vidence.  
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b u t  i t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s sary t h at P a k i s tan · s  pol i t i c al 
atmosphere shou l d  be c leared of al l  elements that foster the 
use of terrori s m  to atta in  po l i t i cal ends.  It  should be real ised 
that .  u n l ess  th is  can be achieved.  the danger e x i s ts that  
de mocrat ic  funct io n i ng wi l l  become d i fficu l t  and Paki stan 
may be reduced to the status of a backward feudal autocracy . 
S uccess i n  t h i s  d i rection i s  m ade easier by the fact that every 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be pre p a red to g i v e t h e  
Govern ment i t s  u n st inted h e l p  i n  creat i n g  condit ions which 
are a prere4ui s i te to the future progre ss o f  Paki stan and the 
\vel fare of our people .  

25 October 1 95 1  

The New Cabinet 

Khwaja Nazi mudd i n ' s  selection of the new Ce ntral Cab i ne t  
i s  i n  keep i ng w i t h  h i s  decl ared i ntent ion of mai ntai n i ng 
perfect cont i n u ity in adm i n i strat i ve and po l i t ical  pol i c i e s .  No 
start l i n g  changes hm e been made in the personnel of the 
M i n i s try o r  i t s  n u m e r i c a l  s tre n g t h .  and t h e re has been 
pract i c ally no re '> h u ffl i ng of  portfol ios .  In  fact. i t  i s  q u i te 
poss ib le  that i f  the l ate Mr L i a4 Liat A l i  Khan had been spared 
hy fat e  he m ay wel l h a v e  c a rr i ed o u t  a more d r as t i c  
reorgani sat ion of t h e  Central Government.  T h e  present Pri m e  
M i n i ster' s dec i s i on t o  move w i th caution \V i i i  generally be 
recei ved w i th sat i sfact i o n  and,  w i t h i n  the self-prescr ibe d  
l i m its of one-party ru l e .  there c a n  b e  no quarrel w ith h i s  
choice o f  n e w  M i n i sters .  A s  we s a i d  a f e w  days ago. S i rdar 
Abdur Rab N i shtar ' s  transfer to the Centre wi l l  bring the 
Cab i ne t  an access ion of strength.  The appo i n tment of M r  
M ohammad A l i  t o  fi ll the vacancy c reated b y  M r  Ghulam 
Mohammad·  s e l e vat io n to the h igh office of Pak i stan · s 
Governor- General  w i l l  a l so be welcomed i n  v i e w  of the 
former Sec re tary-Genera l ' s  reputation for abi l i ty and h ard 
work. Further. the fact that Chaudhry Nazir  A h med has been 
left out of the Cabinet w i l l  certai n ly not be lamented by 
anyone except h i s  personal friends.  w h i l e  many w i l l  regard 
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h i s  departure from an offi ce of such g reat i m portance to t he 
cou ntr: a:-, an u n m i xed b l e s " i n g .  

W h i l e  fu rther c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  work of t h e  N az im u dd i n  
Government  n 1 ust  w a i t  u n t i l  t hey h a \ e had t i me t o  formu l ate 
the ir  p l a n s  and pol i c i e s .  it is necessary to dra\\ atte nt ion  to a 
maj or n at i o n a l  i s s u e  w h i c h  has come to t he fore a fter the 
t ra g i c  death l lf  l\Ir L i aq u a t  A l i  Khan.  H i therto. \\ i t h  the 
except ion of i\lr  M an da! and person s  'Nh o  m ay be regarded 
as e x pe rt s .  the Pri m e  M i n i ster o f  Pak i stan has restr icte d  h i s  
choice of col l e agues to represe ntat i \  e s  of t h e  i\ 1 us l i m  League.  

Thi s  prucedure i s  u nexcept ionable  i n  ord i n ary c i rc u m stances 
and is  in accord \\  i th normal  democra t i c  pract ice .  B ut i n  
\ ie w  o r  the fact that condi t ions  i n  Pak i stan h a \ C .  " i nce i t s  
very i ncept i o n .  b e e n  abnor m a l .  there i s  consi derable w e i g h t  
i n  t h e  arg u m e n t  that non-!vt us ]  i m League e l c me n h  s h o u l d  be 
g iYen a p l ace i n  the GO\ ernme n t-at lea'>t at the C e ntre-to 
m ake it more hroad-based and more reprcsentat i \  e of the 
peopl e .  In  regard to Paki st a n · ..,  nat ional  p ro b lems-internal  
as we l l  as e x ternal -our people have a l ways  shO\ v n  a u n i ty 
of purpose that m u s t  be the cm : o f  many a n a t io n .  I t  wou l d  
certa i n l y  b e  of con .., i dL'rablc a d \  antagc t o  t h e  country t o  a l l ow 
t h i s  na t iona l  sol idar i ty .  w h i c h  has been fu rt her c e m e n ted by 
t he R a w a lp i n d i  outrage.  to be expressed in prac t i c a l  terms b) 
the format ion of a coal i t ion  Govern ment at t he Centre .  We 
hope K hwaj a  N az i m ud d i n  w i l l  g i ve t h i s  m atter the atte n t i o n  
i t  undoubted ! )  de sen e s  and con s i de r  i t  from the nat ional 
poin t  of v i e w  rather than that of h i s  party . 

2 1  April  1953 

Change at the Centre 

Recent  rumours about a n  i mpen d i ng change at t he Centre 
haw mater i a l i sed i n  a !l1 l >'-> l  u n e x pe cted m a n n e r  \\ i th the 
d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  fac t i o n - r i d d e n  GO\ e rn m e n t  h e aded by 
Khw a j a  \' az i nrnddin .  I t  w a s  no g reat  secret t h at the second 
\ I Lh l i m  Leag ue Cabinet  s i n ce the c -.. t ab l i sh me n t  l l ! ° Pak i stan 
\\ ch a house d i\  i ded aga i n st i t se l f. that  on a n u mber o f  mc�j or 



i s sues the o ld  band or Central l\/l i n i '1ers he ld  w idely d i vergent 
v iews.  and that .  wi th  a fe w except ions .  they spe n t  a great 
deal o f  the ir  t i me and energy in try i n g  to strengthen their  
own p o s i t i o n  or weaken that of the ir  r i v a l s .  W h i l e  th i s  
cont i nuous pol i t ical  fenc ing i n s i de the Cabi n et destroyed what 
l i tt le cohesion i t  ever had. it is a lso true that the reputat ion of 
more than one outgoing M i n i ster \Vas s u l l ied by pers i stent 
c h arges of corrupt ion and nepot i s m .  B ut the m a i n  fac tor 
re spons ib le  for the genera l  sense of re l i ef e\ oked by the 
Governor-Genera l ' s  dramatic decis ion fi nds d i rect ment i on
a l b e i t  i n  the m i ldest  term s - i n  t he o ffi c i a l  com m u n i q ue 
annou n c i n g  Khwaj a Naz i mudd i n " s d i s m i s sal . The Governor
General " s con c l us ion that the Cabinet o f  Khwaj a  N az i m uddin  
had · proved ent irely i nadeq uate to grapple with  the  d i fficult ies 
fac i ng the cou ntry · w i l l  rece i ve country-wide endorsement.  
for e \ e n  those not c l ose l y  i n terested in po l it i c s  h ad begun to 
feel that a great deal was wrong w i th the way the country · s  
affa i rs were be i ng managed . T o  g i ve o n l y  a few examples .  
the Gove rn rne 11 t " s  po l icy o f  drift and i nact ion h ad a l l owed 
the food s i tuat i o n  10 deteri orate to a ! c \ e l  where stan ation 
became pos s i b l e .  w h i l e  the c u 1Tt: 1 1 l  econ o m i c  cri s i s .  i nstead 
of be ing tack led w i t h  v i s i on and boldnes:-. .  was usecl as a 
c l oak to cover the G m· e rnment " -.. i n a b i l i ty to dev i se and 
i mp l e ment a c l ear-cut po l i cy to overcome the m a l ai se that 
g r i p s  our econ o m y .  S i m i l a r l y .  o n  t h e  po l i t i ca l  front  the 
N az i m ud d i n  Government " �  record is barren of al l tangi ble 
progress. whereas i t <. i nherent weal-. ne<.scs and the repeated 
attempts to e n sure ih own v i a b i l i ty by a seri es of i ntr icate 
and changing fac t ional a l l i ances have created a rnriety of 
new comp l i cation s .  These and var ious other s ins  of o m i .�s ion 
and com m i ssion had made Khwaj a  Nazi mudd i n " s  contin u ance 
i n  o ff i c e  h i g h l y  u n de s i rab l e :  a nd i t  c a n  be s a i d  w i t h 
c o n fi de n c e  t h at i n  a c o u n try w i th s t ro n g e r  d e m o c rat i c  
trad i t ions .  and w ith less const i tut ional  scope for the defiance 
of publ i c  opin i on .  the Nazi muddi n Cab i net  would have met 
its nemes is  very much earl i e r  and w i thout the const i tut ional  
head of State hav i n g  to use h is  speci al powe rs. 
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Khwaj a  Naz imudd i n · s  c l a i m  that he s t i l l  is the de jure 

Pri me M i n i ster of Pakistan and that the Go\'ernor-Generar s 
d i sm issal  of h i s  Cabinet  was · i l legal  and unconst i tu t ional " i s  

not l i ke ly  t o  w i n  the e x-Pre m ier m u c h  sympat h y .  I n  the fi rst 

place. the le tter of the l aw seem s  to support the offic ia l  v i e \\ 
that the Governor-General can depose a M i n i stry mere ly  hy 

· \\ i thhold ing his p l easure·  from i t :  and fur t her. s i nce Khw a j a  
Naz i muddin  h imsel f h a s  on more than o n e  occas ion taken 
advantage of s i m i l a r  prm is ions  of the G O\ ernment  of I nd i a  
A c t  o f  1 93 5 .  w h i c h  m a y  r ight ly  b e  regarded as be i n g-to use 

the e x - Prem i er ·  s words- «1g a i n s t the  b a s i c  pr i n c i p l es of 
democracy " .  his p lea in the name of democrac y .  made i n  h i s  
o w n  i nteresh.  cannot he g i \'en t h e  seriou s attent ion  i t  m i g h t  
have recei ved otherwise .  B e  that a s  i t  may. t h e  pol i t ica l  aspect 

of the i ssue rai sed cannot he i gnored .  It cert ai n l y  does appear 
anomalous .  as K h w a j a  N a z i rnudd i n  has  h i n t e d .  that  the 

Gm ernor-General should ha\'e the power to d i s m i ss the Prime 
M i n i s ter when the former" " appo i n t ment  i s  subj ect  to he 
l atter ' s  recommendat ion .  The answer to this const i tut ional  
problem.  hown e r. i s  not that the Pri me M i n i ster  should he 
a l lowed to perpetuate h is  own power hy  freely  us ing the 
'emergency"  prov is ions  of the present const i tut ion .  I t  a l so 
need.s to be remembered that the Const i tuent  Assembly was 
created long years ago. by Pro v i n c i a l  Assembl ies  e lected on 
a restricted franch i se .  and for the sole purpose of reg i steri n g  
M u s l i m  I nd i a ' s verdict  i n  fa\ our of Pak i stan .  and that i t s  
re p re s e n t a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  has  fu r t h e r  h e e n  v i t i at e d  hy 

nomi nat ions and the  piecemeal fi l l i ng of vacancies .  Q u i te 
obv i o u s l y .  the o n l y  real  sol ut ion to t he con st i tut ional  tangle  

which has ar isen at the Centre. and a veritable host of other 
a l l ied problems.  l ies  in hold i ng ne\\ e lect ions a s  soon as 
poss i ble to give the country a d i rect ly-elected Parl i ament that 
could act \\ i t h  confi dence based on the peopl e ' s renewed 
mandate . 

I t  i s .  t h e re fore . h e a rten i n g  to note t h at i n  h i s  f irst  
broadcast to the nat ion \Ir  \Ioham m ad A l i .  the new Pr ime 
M i n i -,ter. has stres..,ed the a l l - i mportant fact that · democracy 
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must function effect ively i n  the country · .  The new regi m e  
w i l l  be performi ng a h i storic duty i f  i t  can i m plement t h e  
P re m i e r · s p l e dge to " e n s u re fa i r  a n d  fre e  e l e c t i o n s  to 
representat i ve i n st itut ions at  al l level s '  so that " the people of 
Pak i s t a n  c a n  be repre se nted by t h o s e  w h o  e nj oy t he i r  
confidence · .  W e  firmly bel ie ve that i m partial ly-conducted. 
c o u n t ry - w i d e  e l ec t i o n s  are a n e c e s sary pre-reg u i s i te to 
Pak i stan ' s  progress .  and that the hol d i n g  of such elections on 
a democrati c  bas i s  is  a task whose i mportance in our h i story 
w i l l  rank second only to the e stab l i sh ment of the S tate . If t h i s  
country i s  t o  develop i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  w i shes o f  the 
peop l e  who fought and won the struggle  for Paki stan, al l 
u ndemocractic tre nds must be res i sted, so that the fru strat ion 
among our people can be e l i m inated and Paki stan m ade safe 
for genuine democracy.  Apart from t h i s  essential  task.  whose 
urgency can not be m i n i mi zed. the new Central Government 
w i l l  be expected to make a c l ean break w i th the pol ic ies  of 
their predecessors. who leave beh i nd a l egacy of chaos and 
confu sion,  i n effi c iency and bungl i n g .  short-s i ghtedness and 
t i m idity,  and a lack of respect for the democrat ic rights of the 
peop l e .  W h i l e  the repl acement of the worst s i nners of the 
N azimuddin Cabinet  i s  bou nd to raise hopes of better days, 
and the new Prime M i n i ster' s attitude pro m i ses that the grave 
prob l e m s  faci n g  the country w i l l  be tack led w i t h  greater 
v i gour and determ i nat ion.  it wou ld be premature to g ive  a 
defin ite  opi n ion about the new Cab i net .  

I t  wi l l  be some days before a c lear pi cture of the recent 
events emerges from the dust raised by K hw aj a  Nazimuddi n ' s  
sudden fal l ;  the fu l l  i m p l ications o f  t h e  n e w  appo i ntments 
also n e ed to b e  s t u d i e d ;  and, what i s  b y  far the m o s t  
s ignificant factor. the n e w  Prime M in i ster should b e  g i v e n  
the opportuni ty t o  formulate a n d  enunciate h i s  pol i c i es,  for 
these w i l l ,  i n  the l ast anal y s i s ,  determi ne the future of h i s  
Government .  W e  woul d ,  however, l ike t o  e m phasi se that, i f  
M r  Mohammad A l i  i s  t o  succeed where other M us l i m  League 
Pre mi ers have fai led, h e  must overcome the narrow outloo k  
of the average M u s l i m  League leader and be able to g i v e  
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precedence to nat ional  demands over the needs of h i s  party 
or gro u p .  It i s  a l so necessary to p o i n t  out  that .  hO\\ e\ er 

l audable h i s  i n tent ion-. .  the new Prime M i n i ster w i l l  be able 
to ach ieve l i t t le  i f  he a l lows h i m s e l f  to get  bogged down i n  

the morass created b y  some -.e I f-seeking i n d i  \ i d u a l s  i n  the 

M u s l i m  League Part y .  :\ or  �hou l d  i\lr  ;\l ohammad A l i  at tach 
much i m portance to the loud chorus of adul atory a pp rm al 

pron1ked b) hi-. appoi ntment among a \\ ide sect inn of  \ l u s l i rn 
Leaguers.  for. apart from reflec t ing  a fee l i ng of re l i e f  at 
Khwaj a N azi muddin " s  e x i t .  such prai se is read i l y  ava i l able to 
e\ ery new i ncu mbent of  a h igh  office in  Paki stan .  We hope 
that  the change at the Centre means someth i n g  more than a 
c hange of faces  and names :  but \\ hether M r  M ohammad A l i  
w i l l  bri n g  about t h e  c hanges i n  p o l i c i l' s  req u i re d  b y  the  
pcople · s  i n teresh.  o n ! )  t i me can  show . 

1 6  '.\larch 195� 

The Shaky Centre 

I f. as n o \\ seems fa i r ! )  c e rt a i n .  the \f o s l i m  League i s  
c o n v i n c i n g l y  d e fe a t e d  i n  E a s t  B e n g a l . t h e  C e n t ra l  
Government"  s reprcscntat i \  e character \\ i 1 1  be further \ i t i atcd.  
Even today. the Const i tuent  Assembly-whi c h  contro l s  o r  i s  
contro l led b y  the Centra l  Gove rn me nt-is by n o  means a 
s h i n i ng e x am p l e  of democrat ic  funct io n i ng .  In the fi rst  p lace.  
the body \Va-. e lected for the -.pec i fic  task  of fra m i ng a 
const i tut ion for the country.  and i t  was  meant to funct ion as a 

Parli ament  on ly  for a \ cry l im i ted  period.  The Const i tuent  
Assembly has fai l ed m i scrabl;  to accompl ish  i t s  m a i n  task.  

and i t  ha-. for se\ c n  long years prevented the creat ion of a 
democrat ica l ly-elected Parl i ament .  Further. a l arge part of i t s  
member-.h i p  comprises persons  \\ ho \\ ere chosen by t h e  o l d  
Prov i nc i a l  A s se m b l i e s .  w h i ch w e r e  e lected on a l i m i te d  

franch i se a n d  w i t h  a restricted mandate t o  decide o n l y  one 
q u e s t i o n .  n a me l y .  whether or not the  l ndo-Pak i st a n  -.ub
cont incnt  should be part i t ioned.  The Const i tuent A �sembly 
.�hould.  therefore. haw chl\\ 11 up  a con-.t i tu t ion and speed i ly 
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m ade way for a new Parl iament d i rect ly e lected by the people 
and ful ly representative of national opinion . This has not 
been done, presumably because those who occup ied the seats 
of power were afraid-and quite u nderstandab l y--of r iski n g  
the i r  posit ion by going before t h e  people i n  a country-w ide 
e l ect ion.  Even in the matter of fi l l i n g  vacancies .  patent ly  
u ndemocratic methods have been adopted to ensure the return 
of nomi nees of the League junta. The Centre ' s  weak structure 
is fu rther exposed by the fact that m any of the M i n i sters 
nominated to office with the Constituent Assembl y ' �  approval 
are pol i t i c a l  n o n e n t i t i e s ,  most ly  w i t h o u t  a n y  redee m i n g 
feature, who i n  the ir  own pro v i nces wou l d  not be able to face 
the people even in an e lect ion to some smal l  town comm ittee 
or D i strict B oard. 

The s i tuat ion has now c hanged drast ical l y .  Whereas 
before the East Bengal e l ect ions,  the M u s l i m  League cou l d  at  
l east  c l a i m  that  cert a i n  de mocrat i c  form a l i t i e s  had been 
respected, after the Party ' s  debacl e  in that Prov i nce there can 
be no excuse what soever for the retent ion of power at the 
C e n tre by a n  org a n i s a t i o n  w h o s e  l ea d e r s h i p  has b e e n  
repudiated by more t h a n  h a l f  t h e  cou ntry ' s population . I n  
these c ircu m stances ,  M i an I ft i kh ar-ud-D i n ' s  p lea, rei terated 
i n  the A ssembly the other day, cal l ing for the i m medi ate 
d i s so l ut ion of t h e  Constituent Assembly,  acq ui re s  greater 
j u st i fication and urgency.  It i s  of i ntere st that, wi th  one 
exception, no member of the M u s l i m  League Party stood up 
to argue aga i n st the Azad Party M C A ' s  demand. Only S ardar 
S haukat H ayat K h an opposed the plea w i th the suggestion 
t h a t  if M i a n  l ft i k h ar - ud - D i n  was c o n v i n c e d  t h at t h e  
Parl i ament no l o nger e nj oyed t h e  country ' s  confi de nce, h e  
shou l d  h im se l f  s e t  an exam pl e  i n  t h i s  respect a n d  re sign h i s  
seat . S uc h  a cou nter-point  m a y  h a v e  served some purpose i n  
a debating society for j uveni les,  but  i n  a Par l i a mentary debate 
on a question of v i tal i mportance to the country and its people.  
one wou l d  expect the M u s l i m  League repre s entat i v e s  to 
dev i se a more serious arg u ment for the rej ect ion of th i s  
demand, o r  t o  confess that the ir  attachment t o  office i s  greater 

1 03 



1 04 

than the ir  regard for democrati c  pri n c i p l e s .  If the M u s l i m  

League spokesman \\ as n o t  merely  he i ng facet ious .  he shou l d  
know that the res ig n at ion of o n e  member woul d  h e  a fut i l e  

gesture w h i c h  wou ld  h a\'e no effect on the s i tu at ion .  for 

M u s l i m  League leg i s l ators are certa i n ly not go ing  to fol low 
anyone · s  example of self-ahnegat ion in order to prm e a point  
of pri n c i pl e .  !'\ or does i t  prO\ ide  an: \\ e ig h ty reason in  fa\li ur 

of retai n i n g  the pre-,ent Const i tuent  A ssemhly to argue. as 
has heen done by some other apo l o g i s t s  of the \1 u s l i m  
League. that i t  i -,  a -,m ere i g n  bod: and.  therefore. legal ly  i t  

cannot be d i ssolved.  Th is  content ion  i -,  equal l y  mean ing less .  
for legall y  the  Const i tuent  Assemhly cou l d  ru le  the  country 
for another h u n dred years. hut not e\ en the M u s l i m  League 
l eadersh i p  would dare to advocate such a course of acti o n .  
B o t h  mora l l y  and pol i t i c a l ! : . i t  i s  q u i t e  p l a i n  t h at t h e  
Const i tuent  A s s e m h l y  has  hy i t s  prolonged i nact i o n  l o s t  

w h at e v e r  s a n c t i o n  i t  e \  e r  h a d  to  g O \  e rn  t h e  c o u n t ry .  
part icu larly when the East Bengal  e l ect iom are l i ke ly  to prove 
that the M u s l i m  League does not e n j oy the support of the 
people .  A l l  these factors make i t  absolutely essent ia l  that  the 
present shaky Centre should  he d i shanded and e lect ions held 
to create a new Const i tuent  Assemhly that would e n j oy fu l l  
publ ic  s upport and he able to g i v e  t he country not o n l y  a 
democratic const i tut ion hut  a lso a Gm ernment supported and 
sustai ned by a c lear man date from the people .  I t  should  he 
rea l i sed that .  in  the l ast analys is .  sovereignty res ts  wi th  the 
people .  and that cont i nued attempts to thwart the i r  w i l l  can 
only  i n v i te  the g rawst pol i t ical  consequences .  

2 8  !\larch 1954 

The O nly Solution 

The Pakistan Prime M in i ster. ha\ ing rejected al l  sane advice.  
appears determi ned to proceed \\ i th  the se l f-a l l otted task of 
ru l i n g  the  country as the  head of a G m e rn m e n t  whose 
representat iw status has been u n m i stakably repudi ated by 
the electorate .  and of compe 1 1  i n g  the Const i tuent  Assembly 
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to remain i n  ex istence even though a vast maj ority of i t s  
me mbers fu l l y  rea l i se t h a t  t h e y  n o  l o n g e r  h a v e  the r i g h t  t o  
speak or a c t  i n  the  n a m e  of t h e  peopl e  of Pakistan.  I n  different 
c i rc u mstance s ,  M r  Mohammed A l i ' s  d i s p l ay of eagerne ss to 
expedite the wri t ing of a new constitution for the country 
might  h ave won h i m  a measure of applause,  and his promise 
to complete t h i s  task w i t h i n  a matter of months and to hold 
General  Elections for a new Parl iament before the end of 
next  year might  have created some interest among the peopl e ,  
despite the fact t h at h i s  predecessors h a d  a l so m ade s i m il a r  
di versionary p ledges with  an air  o f  earnestness but  had al ways 
been able to fi nd some excuse to revert to the pol icy of delay 
and drift .  If i n  the  past the l e isurely manner i n  which the 
M u s l i m  League leaders h i p  performed i ts  duties i n  the fie l d  of 
const i tut ion-making was v a l i d l y  attributed to the  League 
MCAs' mortal  fear of fac i ng the people in a fair e lectoral 
contest. the danger that these gentlemen w i l l  persi st in the 
pursui t  of a policy motivated sole l y  by the desire to prolong 
the ir  pol i t ical  l i v e s  i s  much greater now, after the  rul ing 
part y ' s  h istoric debacle  in East  Benga l .  H owever. even if  one 
were to accept that M r  Mohammed Al i  and h i s  friends are 
g e n u i n e l y  i n te r e s t e d  i n  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  
accordance w i t h  the  l atest  t i metab l e  a n n o u nced fo r  t h e  
purpose, a n d  e v e n  if  one could be persuaded to i gnore the 
fact that  a party spl i t  i nto warri ng fact ions and r iven by 
u n e n d i n g i n t r i g u e  is  s i n g u l ar l y  i n c a p a b l e  o f  · p ro pe r l y  
performing a national  t a s k  of such v i tal  i mportance t o  the  
c o u n t ry ' s  fut u r e .  t here s ti l l  re m a i n s  the  basic fac t  that ,  
part i c u l ar ly i n  v i e w  of the Musl im League ' s  u n mi tigate d  
defeat i n  East B e n g a l ,  m o s t  o f  the Consti tuent  A ssembly 
me mbers represent no one but  themsel v e s .  

This  fundamen tal  fact,  however unpal atable i t  m a y  b e  for 
some, can neither be denied.  nor i gnored, nor c i rcumve n ted. 
Pre s u mi n g  that  t h e  pre se n t  Constituent A s sembly is able to 
produce some sort of a patchwork w h i c h  it thrusts on the 
country as its new const i tu t ion .  w hat moral or pol i t ica l  
sanction w i l l  i ts  decis ions  have?  
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How can any de mocrat advocate t h at a body which was 
e lected i n direct ly by PrO\ incia l  Legis latures represent ing only  

a s m a l l  part of the e lectorate, and which has during the se ven 

y e a rs of  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  g i v e n  a m p l e  p ro o f  o f  i t s  u t t e r  

i ncompetence a n d  lack  o f  i n i t iat i \ e . should b e  reco g n i sed as 
the sole reposi tory of  Paki stan ' s  so\ ere i g n ty '? S ure ly .  only by 

denying  the fi rst princip le  of democracy .  that  sm ereig nty 

re s t s  w i t h  t h e  peop l e .  c a n  t h e  wordi n g  of  t h e  B ri t i sh 
Parl iamen t " s  I ndian I ndependence Act be quoted as authority 
for accepti n g  the right of the present Constituent Assembly 
to exerc i se i t s  wide powers in  perpetui ty and e ve n  in  defi ance 
of the c l e ar ly-expressed \vi i i  of the peop l e .  S i nce arguments  
based o n  pri nc ip les  do not  a lways appeal to the M u s l i m  
League gentry. w e  would al so l ike to point  o u t  that i f  the 
Centra l  Government adhere to the policy out l i ned by M r  
Mohammed A l i  they w i l l  b e  creat i n g  a variety o f  serious  
pol i t ical  and const i tut ional  com p l i cat ions .  The only way to 
avoid a grm c cr is i s-and i t  a l so o ffers the only democratic 
s o l u t i o n  to the e x i s t i n g  t a n g l e- l i e s  in d i s s o l v i n g  t h e  
Constituent A s sembly a n d  ho ld ing  country-wide e lect ions  
wi th in  the next  few months ,  preferabl y  under the aeg i s  of a n  

al l -parties caretaker Government a t  t h e  Centre .  t o  brin g  i nto 
be i n g  a

' 
body w hose voice woul d  echo the aspirat ions of  the 

people and,  t herefore, both i nside the country and abroad, 
w o u l d  c o m m a n d  the r e s p e c t  due t o  a d e m o c ra t i c  a n d  
representative national  Parl iament .  

20 September 1 954 

PRODA Repeal 

The M u sl i m  League Par l i amentary P arty · s sudden deci s ion 
to repeal the  Publ ic  Representative Offices D i squal i fication 
Act w i l l  s hock and bewilder public opin ion t hroughout the 
country.  A law designed to check m a l ad m i n i strat ion  and 
corrupt ion among pol i t ic ians  w i l l  soon be removed from the 
S tatute Book at the i n stance of the very gent lemen whose 
u n g e n t l e m a n l y  act i v i t ies i t  was i n te nded to control . The 



Democracy or Lega l i sed Dictatorsh ip"  

sponsors of the move have gi ven no reasonable explanation 
for the i r  keenness to destroy a weapon which ord i nari l y  no 
honest pol i t ic ian  need have feared. Presumably.  they dare not 
d i sclose thei r  real  mot i ve s  and h av e  not yet been able to 
dev i se the cloak of sop h i stry needed to cover the ir  naked 
s h a m e l e s s n e s s .  It c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  be a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  
PROD A ' s  a i m  of c leansing o u r  public l i fe h a s  been ach i eved 
and it can now be d i scarded without d i sadvantage. for it  i s  
general l y  rea l i sed that corruption.  j obbery and nepot i s m  are 
o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e .  a n d  n e w  r e c o r d s  a r e  b e i n g s e t  i n  
m a l ad m i n i s trat ion and the abuse o f  o ffi c i a l  power and 
posit ion.  The anti-PRODA fact ion are reported to have said 
that the PRODA was a bad law and that i t  was be i n g  abu sed 
as an i nstru ment of oppression.  W it h  regard to the pri nciples  
i n v o l ve d .  i t  m a y  b e  u n d e s i ra b l e  t o  p r e s c r i b e  s pe c i a l  
p u n i sh ments for a certa i n  category o f  c it izens;  b u t  i f  the 
c i rcumstances which had made such l eg i s l at ion necessary and 
the manner in  which i t  has operated are kept in  m i nd,  i t  
cannot be denied that the enact ment was fu l l y  j u st i fied and 
that  t h e  d i sc r i m i nat ion it  m ak e s  between M i n i sters and 
o rd i nary c it i ze n s  has not adversel y  affected the forme r ' s  
i nterests .  The fact that action u nder PRODA has never been 
fol lowed by p rosecut ion under the ord i n ary l aw-as was 
o ri g i n a l l y  contemplated-ha s .  in actual fact .  allowed the 
c u lprits  to get  off with  e xcept ional l y  l i ght pu n i s h ment for 
t h e i r  c r i m e s .  F u rther .  a l though the general  consensus  o f  
opin ion i n  the cou ntry i s  t hat t h e  PRODA has  n o t  b e e n  u sed 
often e nough or with suffi c ient  severity. even if i t  be accepted 
that t h i s  l aw has been m i sused the case for i t s  repeal gains no 
strength.  If m i suse of a law provided s u ffic ient cause for i t s  
abrogation .  Paki stan ' s  S tatue Book woul d  soon be denude d  
of a very large n u m b e r  of our p e n a l  l aw s .  I f  these anti

PRODA perfect ioni sts have d i scovered c e rt a i n  flaws in the 
Act u nder d i scuss ion,  surely the p roper t h i n g  would be to 
re m o v e  t h e se s h or tc o m i n g s  by s u i t a b l y  a m e n d i n g  t h e  
measure .  A n d  w h i l e  these fi ne gent lemen are i n  t h e  mood to 
examine Pakistan ' s  laws from the h igh plane of perfect  j ustice 
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a n d  e q u i t y ,  l e t  t h e m  fi r s t  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  s u c h  l e g a l  

monstros i t ies  a s  the Front ier Cri mes Regulat ion .  t h e  Bengal  
Regulat i o n .  the Securi ty Act .  and the host  of Safety Acts  and 

Ordinances .  

I t  i s  not  w i t hout i n terest that  \1r Hash i m  G azdar. whose 
proposal for the repeal of PROD A ha'> sudden l y  been re\ i\ed.  
was among the Act " s most voc i ferous  supporter.., i n  1 9.+9. 

and that  the bunch of East Bengal MC As ag itat i ng for i t s  
repeal were responsib le-before be i n g  d r i v e n  out  o f  office 
by t he i r  const i tuents-for i nvoki n g  the PRODA t o  deal w i t h  

a p o l i t i c a l  opponen t  who c o u l d  n o t  b e  s i lenced otherwi se .  To 
accu s e  t h e se M u s l i m  League l eaders  of c h a n g i n g  t h e i r  
pr inc ip les  as often a s  they change t he i r  fact ional  l oyal t ies .  or  
of be ing g uided sole ly  by narro w - m i n ded expediency.  i s  to 
stress the ob\ iom. The \1 us l i m  League Party " s  l ack  of logic  
does not  end here .  If  the PRODA i s  bei ng repealed because i t  
i s  a bad ! a v> o r  h a s  b e e n  m i s u s e d .  \v h y  s h ou l d  p a s t  
d i squal i fi cat ions under t h i s  A c t  b e  susta ined or pend i n g  cases 
be a ll owed to proceed? The compro m i se effected by the Party 
co•nplete ly  e xposes it as the handmaid of a coterie of power
h ungry morons .  b l i nded by self- i n te rest .  whose m a i n  purpose 
in l i fe is to ret a i n  by any means the monopoly of  pol i t ica l  
power they have acqu i red.  Appare n t l y .  for these  gent lemen.  
no pri nc ip le  of pol i tica l  mora l i ty i s  so sacred that  i t  cannot  be  
sacr ificed for persona l  or  fac t i o n a l  gai n .  no pro m i se so  
i mportant  that  i t  cannot be  betrayed. and there i s  no l oyal ty 
that  t ranscends the ir  s i ng le-mi nded devoti o n  to the ir  own 

s e l fi s h  i ntere s t s .  I f  de mocracy in  P a k i s t a n  had not  been 
e masculated \V i th  such thoroug hness.  and these so-cal led 

l e aders were u nable to ignore the w i shes  of the people w i th 
such brazen ness .  a dec i -. ion l i ke the one that  has been taken 
by the M u s l i m  League would ha\  e led to i t s  representat i v e s  
be ing hounde d  out  of office w i t h i n  a few day s .  I t  i s  i ndeed 

amazing that  persons l ikely to be prosecuted under a part icu lar 
l aw shou l d  be able to save t h e i r  s k i n s  by order ing i ts  repe a l .  
The Prime M in i ster-who i s .  \ i rtua l ly  ex officio. the Pres ident  
of the  M u s l i m  League a n d  Leader of the  Par!  i am e ntary 
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Party-should see to what depths of degradation h i s  Party i s  
bei n g  dragged by men who have n o  moral o r  pol i tical  r ight to 
the power they are exerc i s i n g  in support of such dubious 
causes.  I f  the M us l i m  League ' s  top l eaders have not been 
rende red c omplete l y  powerless .  they must assert themse l ves 
and revoke the Party ' s  di sgracefu l dec i s ion to repeal  the 
PRODA. o r  t hey must accept the opprobri u m  such an act so 
r ichl y  deserves and a lso rea l i se that t he y  have w i l l i n g l y  
accepted t h e  rol e  o f  b e i n g  t h e  fo remost g rave-digge rs o f  the 
M u s l i m  League. 

26 October 1 954 

The New Set-up 

There c a n  b e  no d i sagreement with t h e  re asons ou t l i ned by 
the Governor-General for proc l ai m i ng a state of emergency 
in the count ry : and few tears w i l l  be shed m er the v i rtual  
suspension of the Const i tuent Assembly .  This  body had fai l e d  
m i s e rably t o  accomp l i sh i t s  a l l otted t a s k ,  and had t h u s  
com p l ete ly  forfe i ted i ts  r ight to speak o r  a c t  on behalf o f  the 
people of Pak i stan .  Rocked by petty i n t rigues and se lfi s h  
m a n oe u v r i n g .  r i ven b y  personal  r i v a l r i e s  a n d  fact i o n a l  
jealous ies .  t h e  group control l i ng t h e  Const it uent A ssembly 
h a d  p ro v e d  to the h i l t  t h at i t  was ut ter l y  i ncapable  of 
e x e rc i s ing proper control over the pol i c i e s  of the Central 
Government  or g i v i ng the cou ntry a cons t i tut ion su i ted to i ts 
needs and acceptable to the peop l e .  Publ ic  demands for 
dissolut ion of the Const i tuent  Assembly had conti nued to 
mou nt i n  recent years. and part icularly after the East B e ngal  
e l ect ions .  A body o f  men g i fted with  greater se lf-respect than 
that with which the coterie i n  power was endowed would 
have bowed before the will  of the nation and made room for 

t h e  peopl e ' s  g e n u i n e  repre s e n t a t i v e s .  T h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  
prov i ded a better solut ion t o  t h e  c r i s i s  w i th w h i c h  we were 
faced, and al lowed these gentlemen to m ak e  a more gracefu l  
e x i t  from t h e  posit ions o f  power they were occupying a s  
u surpers. I t  wou ld a l so have m ade i t  u n necessary for the 
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Governor-Genera l  to take the drast ic  and e xtraord i nary step 
of using his  -.,pecial pre rogat i \ e to fi nd an c ffect i \ e  re m e dy 
for the u n happy si tuation c reated by a band of g u i l t y  m en 
whmc l u st  for power had m c rcomc their  sen-,c of patri ot ic  
re s p o n s i b i l i t )  and \\ h a te \ e r  r e -., p c c t  t h e y  e \ c r  had fo r 
democ rati c  pri nc ip le'> .  

I n  the c irc u n1'tanccs. i t  \\ a-., i ne\ itable that the  old Cab i net.  
which included cenain ring-leaders of the \\ arr ing factions in the 
Musl i m  League Parl iamentar) Party.  should be dis banded. The 
reconstituted Central Gm ernrnent is L·enain to fu nction \\ i t h  
greater cohesion and efficienc) . and t h u s  b e  ahle t o  e l i minate the 
worst feat ure s  of an adm i n i s t rat ion \\ h i c h .  apart from i t s  
planle:-. sness and i ne tlicienc) . \\ a-., I i  k c  a hou-.,e d iY ided agai nst 
i tself. The composit ion and character of the new Cab i net  are 
l i ke!) to cau-.,e a cenain amount of surpri -.,e and. from the pol i t ical 
-.,tand-poi nt.  srnne cri t ic i-.,rn.  It needs to be real i sed. hm\ e\ c r. 
that. as far as the people arc concerned . the personne l o f  the 
Gowrn ment has l i t t le i rn portance: \\ hat real I) matters i s  the 
pol icy it is going to pursue .  Whi le  the association w i th the 
GO\ e rn ment of pol i t ical e l e rncnh \\ ho cn jo) popular hack i ng 
wou ld he highly de-.,irable .  it -.,hould abo be re membered that the 
new Cabinet is a\'O\\ cdly a caretaker Gm e rn mcnt.  whose main  
task i s  to  g i Yc the  country a stable regi me u rn i l  election-., can ht: 
held to e lect a new Cnnstiturnt / b sernbl y .  The unequiYocal 
dec laration m ade b\ the Gm crnor-Cie neral - -which has bt:cn 
ful l y  endorsed by the Pri me \ l i n i ster--that so\ ereignt) must he 
restored to the people.  and that the new elections \v i i i  be held 
wi thout any delay. ha-., natural l )  been \\ e ! corned by al l  sect ions 
of the people .  \Ve earnestly hope that the Central Government 
wil l  take earl ) steps to com ene a ne\\ Con qituent A"semh l y .  
e lected directl y  by the people i n  a n  hnne"t and i m part ial e lect ion.  
We would suggest that a h igh-powered election L'\ll11m i "" ion 
should be appo i nted i m m e d i a t e l y  to m a k e  a l l  necess ary 
preparat ions.  with the special respon s ih i ! i t)  ot '  e JhUri P:2, that the 
e lection is  complete l y  free from the i n teri'erence pru 1 11pted by 
unscrupulous pol i t i L· i an' and e ffected t h rough the m i , Lhe of the 
E xecuti\ e · s  pm\ e r. In treading th is  democratic ]X<l;1 l ies the best 
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guarantee of the country " s sah at ion and progress: wi th  the 
removal  of the s t u m b l i n g  b l ock of an u nr e prese n t at i ve 
C o n s t i t u e n t  A s s e m b l y .  w h i c h  had t r i e d  to repudi ate a l l 
responsibi l ity to the people. the new Central Government has 
been given the opportunity to perform an act of great national 
serv ice-by giv ing our peopl e  the right. of which they have 
been deprived for so long. to order the affairs of the country 
through properly elected representatives. 

3 November 1 954 

The C ross-Roads 

Certain moves connected with the recon st i tut ion of the Central 
Government had lent  strength to the report that  the new 
Gm ernment would he formed w i th the col laboration of popular 
e lements.  M r  M ohammed Ali has. however, denie d  that any 
such d e \ c l opment is in the offi ng.  The Pri me M i n i ster' s 
d i sc la imer  i s  l i ke l y  to cause wi despread d i sapp o i n t m e n t .  
Part icularly i n  today " s c i rcumstances. t h e  repl acement of most 
M u s l i m  League '>tahvart s in the Central Government by the 
representat i ve s  o f  other pol it ical  parties  would general l y  be 
v iewed as a change for the better. This would not only meet 
the demands of retribut ive j u stice hut a lso help to purge the 
Government of weak and venal e lements who were responsible 
al most as much as anybody e lse  for creat ing the u nholy mess 
which prompted the Governor-General " s i ntervent ion .  The 
change suggested i n  the character of the Central Cabinet  would 
also bring the Gov ernment added pol i t ical  strength and help it 
to evolve real ist ic pol ic ies  to deal wi th the cou ntry ' s  d ifferent 
problems. And i f  a proper Coa l i t ion Government  could be 
formed-al though to achieve t h i s  desirable end the ru l ing party 
w i l l  have to di scard many of i ts  prej udices and c hange its 

whole att itude-one would confidentl y  expect the Centre to 
e n s u re that free e l ect ions are h e l d  and that u n sc ru pu lous  
p o l i t i c i a n s  are  not a l l owed to m i su s e  t h e  admi n i strat i v e  
machinery and frustrate t he people·  s pol it ical  aspirations by 
perverti ng the pol l .  
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Pak i ,tan :  The Fi rst Twelve Year\ 

B e fore we go on to d i scuss  fu t u re poss i b i l i t i e s .  it i s  

necessary t o  take note o f  an i m port a n t  i ssue connected w it h  
t h e  recen t  d e \  e l o p rn e n t s .  S i nce t h e  Governor-Genera l ' s  
Proc l amat ion.  the quest ion of i t s  legal i t y  has been the subject 
of much pr i vate specu l at ion  and some p u b l i c  comment .  \1ost  

of those who approve of the step taken have tr ied to g l oss 
O \ er its legal  i mp l icat ions :  but \\ e bel ieve that .  in order to 

d i spel  the e x i st i ng confus ion.  the q uest ion must be d iscmsed 
ful l y  and fra n k l y .  I t  seems to be a fact that there i s  no e x i s t i n g  

l egal  prm i s i o n  which  a l l o w s  t h e  Const i tu e nt Assembly to  be 

s uspended or d isso l v e d  by the Governor-Genera l .  I n  the 
Pro c l a m a t i o n  i t se l f  and i t s  s ubseq uent  i nt erpretat i o n s .  no 
at tempt has been made to show that  the action taken was 

sanct ioned by some provis ion  of the writ ten l a\\ . In fact .  i t  

was th is  l acuna  i n  the rel e \ ant  l a \\ -dra\\ n up  for us  by the 
B r i t i sh Parl i a ment-wh i c h  al lowed the Const i tuent Assembly 

to regard i t se l f  as a permanent .  se lf-perpetuat i ng body \\ h lbe 
r ights  cou l d  not be amended or w i thdrawn by an) author i ty .  
A t  the same t i me.  i t  i s  general ly conceded that the Const i tuent  
Assembly had become the playth i n g  of an i rresponsible  gro u p  
of M u s l i m  League po l i ti c i a n s .  endowed w i t h  an i n sat iable 

h unger for power.  d i v i ded i nto fact ion  gangs.  and adamant l y  
u n wi l l i ng to a d m i t  t h a t  the u lt i mate po l i t ic a l  authori ty i s  
v e sted i n  the  peo p l e .  I g nori n g  t h e  g ro w i n g  demand for 
d isbandment  of the Const i tuent  Assembly.  the maj ori ty group 
h ad shameless ly  declared that  they \Vere determi ned to  c l i ng 
to power at a l l  costs .  W i t h  the country on the verge o f  c h aos.  

someth ing had to be done.  What was the \\ a) out '? U nder the 
c i rc u m stances. no s tr ic t ly  legal  re medy \\ a>. avai l ahle .  and 

apparent ly  noth ing short of a re\ll l u t ion could  ha\ e dri wn 
these gentlemen out of the pos i t ion  they cont i n ued to  occu py 
as u surpers. S uc h  a revolut ionar:- step was taken by the H ead 
of the State-act ing  in the name of the people-to a\  ert the 
g ravest po l i t ica l  cri s i s  in Pak i -;tan · ..,  brief h i ..,tor: . 

Respect for const i tut ional  proced ure s i ..,  an e"-;e n t i al part 
of the democrat ic  prnces" and a pre-requ i .., i te to the ru le  uf  
l aw .  I f  democrat ic  condi t ion»  had e x i sted i n  < li ; ,  coun try.  
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m a k i n g  i t  i m po s s i h l c  ror anyone t o  t h wart the c l e a r l y 
e x p ressed w i l l  o f  the peop l e .  t h e re co u l d  h a \ C hecn no 
possible j u s t i ficat ion.  m oral or  pol i t i c a l .  for the v i o l at i on of 
t h i s  pri n c i p l e .  I t  can be said.  howC \ er.  that  i n  the absence of 
de mocrat i c  condi t ions  such steps hecomc neces sary . and that  
h i s tory pro v ides  many e x a m p l e s  of e x tra- l eg a l  m e t hods 
ha\ i ng been adopted to sen e democrat ic  e nd s .  But  we shoul d  
b e  fu l l y  aware of the dangers i n herent i n  the resort t o  cxtra
con s t i tut ional re medies:  and i n  h i s t ory a far l arger n umher of 
examples  are a\  a i  I able of such mi:thods heing used to usher 
i n  authori tarian reg i me s .  I t  m ust .  there fore. he real i sed that  
only the most e x t raord i n ary c i rc u m stance-, L'an make the 
adoption of  such means acceptahle to the people .  and that  i t  
would be an i n v i t ation to d i saster i f  ahnormal methods were 
l ooked upon as a p recedent and the i n h i b i t i ons i mpo-,cd by 
the Const i tut ion d i -,GtrLil'd C \ en  to deal w i t h  normal po l i t i cal 
p ro h l e m s .  We earnest ly  hope and trust that in Pak i stan the 
purpose for vvhich  the dras t i c  operation was performed v. i l l  
he fa i thfu l l y  served.  T h i s  i s  the supreme test faci n g  t hose 
w h o  h a \ e a s s u m e d  p mw r.  and h a v e  t a k e n  u p o n  t h e i r  
shou l ders a terr i h l e  h ur d e n .  I n  appr;i i s i ng t h e  Governor
Gcnc rar s act ion.  i t  nl:cds to be re a l i sed th at thc rl: was no real 
a l tern a t i v e b e fore t h •: c o u n t r;. e x c e p t  to g e t  r i d  of the  
Const ituent Asse m h l y .  N or i s  the re any a l ternat i ve today 
e xcept to e l ect  a new hody that \\ Ou ld  be fu l l y  rep resentat ive 
of the peop l e .  N o  one can.  wi th honest motives.  even dream 
of seeki ng to restore the defunct Const i tuent Assembly to 
l i fe .  Even i f. as m i ght w e l l  be pos s i h l e  after a few \Vecks.  the 
d i s handed Assembly cou l d  be persuaded to support the new 
Central  C i m ernme nt-a\ i t  has su pported every Government 
i n  the pas t-or t o  acce pt i t s  own di �sol ut ion.  i t  would now 
se rv e  no u s e fu l  or h e a l t h y  p u r p o s e .  At t h i s  s t a g e .  t h e  

Governor-General " s a c t  ion c a n  best b e  j udged hy th e pol i tica l  
resu l t s  i t  i s  goi ng to produce and not  i n  the l i g h t  o f  legal  
argumenh.  

This  i s  how the m a j or i ty of  uur people  w i l l  j udge the 
events of the last few day s-from a po l i t ica l .  rather t h an a 
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legaL stand-po i n t .  I t  i s  equal l y  cert a i n  that they w i l l abide b y  

t h e  s e n s i b l e  ach ice g i \ en by t h e  Pri me M i n i ster i n  h i s  recent 

broadcast and j u dge h i s  new Government not by thei r  ' words 

and pro m i se <  but by the i r  ' deeds and act ions · .  Both the 

GO\crnor-GL' ne ra l  and the P r i m e  '.\ I i n i s te r  ha\ e p l edged 

themselves  t o  bri ng about  a fu l l  re s t i t u t i o n  of the peop l e " s  

democrat i c  r ights .  \Ve bel ie \ e  that t h e  fai thful  i m p l ementat ion 

of th is  uneq u i \ ocal declarat i o n  offers the only rea l  so l ut ion  

to  our  c ri s i s .  I t  i s  not pos s i b l e .  the refore. to endorse the  

\' ar ious compro m i se s  that  are be ing suggested.  I t  i s  argued. 

for i n stance.  that  in order to save t i m e .  the e x i s t i ng Prov i nc i a l  

A s se m b l i e s  s h o u l d  be asked t o  e l e c t  a Const i tuent  A s se m b l y  
to fi nal i se t h e  Const i t u t i o n :  or  t h a t  a Const i tuent  A s-.embly 

of · m e n  of ta lent "  should  be nomi nated h: the G m ern or
Genera l .  The ta lent-hu n ter-, seem to i gnore the fac t  t h at the 

ass i stance or tech n i c a l l y  qua l i fied or  othern i se able  persons 

can b e  s e c u re d  \\ i t h u u t  d e s t ro y i n g the \ e r y  b a s i s  o f  

democracy.  The school  o f  t i me - sc n ers used to s pe ak w i th 

equa l  \ i gour.  and on the same grounds.  i n  faniur of the 

d i ffere n t  fo r m u l ae produL·ed b y  t h e  defu n c t  C o n s t i t u e n t  

A s se m b l y .  The fal l acy o f  the i r  arg u ment  i s  o b v i o u s  for. g i v e n  

a rea l i s t ic a n d  honest approach.  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  take more than 

t \VO or three mon t h s  to de\  i s e  a con s t i t u t i on a l  p l an for 

P ak i stan .  It i-., a l so obvious that most of these Prm i nc i a l  

A s s e mb l i e s  cannot b e  regarded as re prese ntat i \·e  bmlie-.,  and 
that .  therefore. to g i \ e  a l l  authority to t he i r  nom i ne e s  w o u l d  

be to i n v i te another rou n d  of power pol i t i c s :  a n d .  fi n a l l y .  that  

o n l :  a d i rect l y -e lected Const i tuent  A s -.,e rn b l y  can properly 
r e p re s e n t  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  d e t e r m i n e t h e  c o u n t ry ' s  
comti tu t i o n a l  pattern on t h e i r  behal f. 
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The Main Task 

M r  H . S .  S u h ra w ard y ' s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  C a b i n e t  

u ndou bted l y  mer ib t h e  a p p rn \  a l  \\ i th \\ h i c h  i t  has  been 

rece i \ cd by d i ffere nt sec t i o n s  of po l i t i c al o p i n i o n .  A l though 



the A w a m i  Leag ue le ader has m ade i t  p l a i n  t h at he has  
accepted office o n  the d i s t i nct  assurance that  he was hei n g  
asked to j o i n  a non-party Government ,  a n d  t h a t  he h ad n o t  

done s o  a s  a representat i\e  of the E a s t  B e n g a l  U n i fied Fro n t .  

t h e  fact re m a i n s  that M r  S u h rawardy does re present  a party 
w h i c h  e n j oy s  the con fi dence of a \ ast m a j o r i t y  of East  
B e n g a l ' s  e lectorate .  H i s  pre s e n c e .  t h e r e fore.  makes t h e  
Cen tra l  Govern m e n t  m o re broad based a n d  e n hances i t s  
representat i ve stat u s .  I t  i s .  howeve r. far more i m portant that  
Mr S u h rawardy " s  assumption or o ffice -and the a l l otment  to 

h i m  o f  the port fo l i os o f  Law.  Const i tut i o n al A !la i rs .  and 
Elect i o n s-bri n g s  w i t h i t  the p rom i se o f  the early rest i tut ion 
o f  fu l l  democrac y .  A s  has  been poi nted out  in  these col u m n s  
prev ious ly .  i n  t h e  s i tuat i o n  c reated by t h e  d i sso lut ion  o f  the 
C o n s t i t u e n t  A s s e m b l y .  t h e p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  C e n t ra l 
Government carr ies  l i t t l e s i g n if icance:  even the ab i l i ty o f  an 
i nd i v idua l  M i n i \ler. or  of the Cab i ne t  as : 1  whole. to deal 
e ffi c i e n t l y  w ith the  day-to-day probl e m s  of ad m i n i strat i o n  i s  
not a s  i m portant a s  i t  w u u l d  b e  i n  ord i nary c i rc u mstance s .  
Whal  real l y  mailers.  t o d a y .  i s  t h e  G(>\ e rn mc nt " s  w i l l i ngness  
and abi l i ty t o  re store t D  t he  pc. , p i e  the ir  democra t i c  r ights  
and t o  e n s u re t h at Pak i s t a n  does  n o t  d e v i a te fro m  the 
de mocrat i c  path .  The fact that  the  Governor-General  in  h i s  
Proc l amat ion p ro m ised to g i ve hack t o  the peo p l e  t he i r  r ight  
to dec i de the for m  o f  .�m e rn ment  they wanted and to choose 
the ir  rul ers .  and that t h i s  p l edge was subseq u e n t l y  e ndorsed 
by the Pri me M i n i ster. was l arge l y  l"L'spon s i b l e  for w i n n i n g  
pop u l ar su pport for t h e  u northodox procedure adopted b y  
t h e m  t o  e n d  t h e  m e s s  created h ;  t h e  i ntr igue a n d  ch icanery 
w h i c h d i st i ng u i s hed t h e  l as t  M u s l i m  League G m·crn mcnt  a t  

the Ce n t re .  Later, hmvewr. th i s  q u e s tion was appare n t l y  
re legated t o  the backgro u nd. and i t  '-LT med that t h e  Cent ra l  
authorit i e s  were far t o o  b u sy i n  dea l i n g  w i t h  other tasks to 
g i ve much thought  to t he i m p le mentat ion of the Governor
Genera l " s a n d  the  Pri m e  M i n i s tc1-" s p ledges .  

W i th M r  S u h rawardy " .� arr i \' a l  on the scene.  the most  
i m portant pol i t i cal  i s s u e  before t he country.  namely t h at of 
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hold ing ne\\ e lect ions .  wou l d  appear to h aw rega ined the 
priority it  desene s .  The statements  and speeches m ade by 

M r  S u h r �rn ard)  rece n t ! ) . b e fore h i s  a p po i n t m e n t  w a s  
announced.  nmfi rm the ne\vspaper reports that t h e  quest ion 

of e lect ions  fi gured pro m i n e n t ! )  in  h is  d i scuss ions  w it h  the 
Go\"ernor-General and the Pri me M i n i ster. That  in  h is  fi rst 
press  conference a-., a member of the Central Cabinet .  M r  

Suhrawardy has he ld  out the ·categorical assurance· that  fre-.,h 
General Elect ions would  be he l d  w i thout u ndue de l ay c lear!)  
i nd icates that  the CL'.ntral Gm ernment  ha-., not res i l cd from 

the uneq u i \(ical  declarat ions  made on t h i s  sub ject  by the 
Governor-Genera l  and the Pri me M i n i ster. If t h i s  assumpt ion 
i s  correct .  i t  con..,t i tutes  the bes t  poss ib le  augur)  for the 
fut ure . . .  
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Tragic Failure 

The apparent fai lure of the mm e made by \fr I .  I. Chundrigar 

in the Federal Court-w i t h  the approval  of  the  country · s  
h ighest j udic ia l  tr ibunal-to end the present l i t i gat ion m er the 

d i sputed const i tu t iona l  i ssues.  and to restore u ntrammel led 
democracy in  the country wi th in  the next  few months .  \\ i l l  be  
v iewed by a l l  gen u i ne democrats as a d i smal  t ragedy . When 
the proposal for compro m i se talks w as mooted a fc\\ days ago. 
and an early General Election was put forward as the fi rst a i m  
of t he suggested sett lement o u t  o f  court. i t  w a s  hoped that the 
Central Government wou ld se i ze the opportun i ty to end the 
u n seem ly l egal  controversy and enter i nto negotiations to devi se 

a foolproof formula  to ensure  the early restoration of pol i ti ca l  
po\\ er to t h e  people-a goal t o  \\·h ich both part ies  are n o w  
anl\\ e d l y  pledged. I t  \\ i l l  b e  rec al  l e d  that t h e  G m  ernor-General 
had clearly -.,tated. in h i s  Proc lamat ion  of 2-1- October 1 95-1-. 

that the Const i tuent  Assembly was be i ng d i ssolwd because i t  
h a d  fai led to accompl i sh i t s  a l l otted t a s k  a n d  no longer  
represented the  wi l l  of  the people.  "The u l t imate authori ty . "  the  
proclamat i on declared.  · \ e-.,ts  i n  the  people \\ ho \\ i l l  dec ide a l l  
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i s s u e s .  i nc l u d i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i s s ue s .  t h ro u g h  t h e i r  
representati ves.  to be e lected afresh.  Elections w i l l  b e  held as 
soon as possible. ·  This stand was fu l l y  endorsed by the Pri me 
M i n i ster soon afterwards. and from t i me to t ime other Central 
M i n i sters rei terated the promise that democracy would soon be 
resurrected. 

When. l ater. M au l v i  Tamizudd i n  Khan fi led h i s  petit ion 
before the S i nd Chief Court, and even more so after the Court · s 
verdict in h i s  favour. the more discerning observers real i sed the 
danger of the old Consti tuent A ssembly returning to power and 
try i ng to ru l e  the country.  The j u b il ation over the Cour t ' s  
i ndependence was. therefore. tempered by fears for the country ' s  
future. I t  was fel t  that-u nless.  of course, the Federal Court 
reversed the findings of the Chief Court-the only a l ternati ves 
before the cou n try were t h at e ither  the u n repre se ntat i ve 
Constituent Assembly would return to power or the present 
Government would d isregard the judicial  verdict:  and it was not 
very easy to make a choice between the two e v i l s .  Cause for 
further anx iety was provided by the fact that the Central 
Government ' s  earl ier keenness to hold fresh elections began to 
wane. Even the democratic leaven in  the 'Cabinet of talents' 
provided evidence of a c hanged attitude. For example, Dr Khan 
Sahib,  the veteran Red S h i rt leader. who has general l y  been 
regarded as a n  uncompro m i s i ng b e l i e v e r  in democrat ic  
principles. does not seem greatly perturbed by the  present state 
of affairs and talks. with surprising equani mity.  of elections 
after a year or e ighteen months from now. Mr H . S .  S uhrawardy, 
who, before h i s  elevation to office, had been campaigning for 
i mmediate e lections, and had held the view that s ix  months 
were sufficient to create a new Constituent Assembl y .  i s  now 
equally vague on this point and seem s  to be engaged in long
term p lans for e lectoral reform . Thi s  s i tuation cou l d  only be 
interpreted to mean that . . .  whichever side wins the cou11 case. 
the peopl e ' s  case for the restitution of thei r  democratic rights i s  
l ikely to b e  lost. 

The oppressive gloom was to some extent al leviated by the 
proposal made on behalf of M au.l v i  Tamizuddin Khan for a 
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compro m i :;,e based on the s imple democrat ic pri nciple that the 
people must be al lowed tu choose the i r  ru lers and decide on the 
country ' s future form of go\'ernmcnt.  Karach i ·  s prompt response 
to the suggest ion.  and the arri \'al of three Central M i n i sters i n  

Lahore. ostensibl:- to negotiate \\ i th  \ l auh i Tarni tuddin Khan. 
strengthe ned the hope that Pak istan \\ ould be sa\ ed from any 
dC\ iations and that the l\\ o groups.  acting jo int ly .  \\ ould guide 

the country back to the path of democracy .  This hope has been 
dealt a g rienrns bkrn b: the e\ cnt s  of  the Ltst fe\\ days . Dur i ng 
their brief. and utterly futi le .  \' is i t  to Lahore. the Central M i ni sters 
d id  not consider it \\ ortlrn hi le  to meet \ lauh i Tami1udd in  Khan 
or Mr C hu ndrigar. It  seems that all  they did. in regard to what 

was supposed to be the object of their  journey. \\ as to question 
the va l id i ty  of M a u l \ i  Tamizuddin Khan·  s credent ia ls .  The 

Ad\'Ocatc-General and \ Ir  H . S .  S uhraward; ha\e said that the 
negotiat ions coul d  not be started because Maul\ i Tamil'udcl i n  
h a d  n o  authority t o  speak o n  behal f o f  t h e  \ l C A s .  For the 
Government to ask t he other party to produce a plenipotent iary. 
armed with a rnrte h!unchc from all  or ewn a majority of MCAs. 
seems rather odd. Pol i t ical negot iat ions are ne\ er  conducted wi th 
such legal formal i t ies .  I t  was. i n  any case. unrea l i st ic  to han� 

expected Maul\  i Tamizuddin Khan to equ ip  h i mself at such 
short notice with an i rrenicable pm\ er-of-attorney from al I 
MC As.  for. apart from the t i me factor. a number of \IC As are 
e i ther in the Gm ernment or arc known to support i t .  The cruc ial  
q uestion i s .  if  a compro m i se i s  agreed upon.  \\ i l l  i t  be possible 
to obta in  the apprm al  of  at least two-thirds of the Constituent 

Assembly ' s  total membersh ip '? l\laul\ i Tamizuddin Khan and 
his supporters. and others worki ng for a sett lement.  bel ieve that. 
if both s i des make a concerted effort . i t  is not only possible but 
most l i ke ly  that the requ i red majority \\ i l l  be a\ ai lable to accept 
and fai t h fu l l y  i mpl ement  the agree ment . The GO\ ernment  
representati\·es hm e not  tried to bel i e  th is  c la im.  but they want 

some sort of a guarantee before the;. e\  en sit dO\\ n to d i scuss 
the i ssues im oh ed.  

\\'e fee l  stro n g ! ;.  th�it e\ en i f  the Go\ c rn rn e n t  harbour 
genuine doubh on t lfr.; poi nt. the �takes an� so h igh  that they 
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should anyhow agree to make the attempt. for even i f  i t  fai l s  
they w i l l  have tried to do t h e  right t h i ng .  M r  Suhrawardy' s 
earlier remark, that he and h i s  col leagues had come to Lahore 
merely to examine the authority possessed by M r  Chundrigar. 

appears to be i nane and frivolous. and one woul d  have thought 
that the Law M i ni ster real i sed more than anyone e lse the 
i mportance of ending t he present constitutional crisis,  which 
has cast grave doubts on the legality of the membership of a 
l arge p art of the pre s e n t  Cabinet .  i nc l u d i ng t h a t  of M r  
S u h rawardy, and w h i c h  threatens to keep Pakistan in the 
doldrums for a long t ime.  In a l ater statement. contradict ing his 
earl ier stand that the Government did not wish to take any steps 
as l ong as the matter rested with the Federal Court. the Law 
M i n i ster has said that the door to negotiations is not c losed. that 
the Government would be wi l li ng to resume negot iations if a 
reasonable assurance were g i ven that ' the other party cou ld 
del i ver the goods' . and that i t  was essent ial  for any compromise 
to guarantee that ' both sides would honour their commitments ' .  
With th is  there can be l itt le d isagreement. But sure l y  the only 
way to fulfi l  these obvious requirements of a sett lement is  for 
the Government representatives to meet M aulvi  Tamizuddin 
Khan and his  friends and d iscuss the relevant pol i t ical and legal 
i ssues .  Pol it ical  negot i at ions-part i c u l arly when.  as i n  the 
present case, they are related to com p l icated q uestions-can 
hardl y  be conducted with any hope of success through press 
statements. We earnestl y  hope that the Central Government w i l l  
rev i se t h e i r  att i t u de and make a serious effort to reach a 
settlement that would end the present crisis and give the country 
a democratic set-up; and, q ui te obviously. this must  be done 
i mmediately. before the Federal Court del ivers its j udgement. 
for t hereafter it w i l l  probably be too l ate . 

1 7  A pril 1 955 

Democracy or Legalised Dictatorship? 

The recent Federal Court pronouncement on the Governor
General ' s powers-made. i ronical ly,  in its judgment on certai n 
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appeal s contesting the ' al i dity nf the S i nd Goondos Act-has 
compel led the Central Gm er11 111ent to re\' ise thei r  plans for 
perpetuation of the present set-up. I nstead of try i ng to g i ve the 
country a constitution promulgated and enforced by Ordinances. 
i t  has been dec ided to cal l a Constituent Com ention to endorse 
the consti tutional scheme prepared by the Gm ernment.  Whi le  
this  enforced change of pol icy may seem to em i sage a s light 
i mprovement on w hat c l early amounts to estab l i s h i ng an 
uni nhibited dictatorship.  it cannot be accepted as a sat i sfactory 
solution to the grave constitutional cri sis  wh ich holds the country 
i n  i ts  v i c ious g r i p .  In ' i e'' or the Federal Co u rt · s c lear 
pronouncement that the Constituent Assembly was ·the authority 
competent to legislate on constitutional matters · and that that 
" Assembly alone cou l d  amend these Acts " .  the \ al idity of the 
Go\'ernor-Generar " latest proc lamation \\ ould appear to he 
doubtfu l .  In cal l i n g  the Convention.  and then dec i d i n g  i ts  
compos ition. the  Gm ernor-Gencral has. once agai n .  assumed 
constitution-making powers which. the Federal Court c learly 
stated. he does not possess. Apart from the doubtful legality of 
the procedure now out l ined. and the fact that summoning of the 
Conwntion may amount to contempt of Court .  t h i s  body 
obviously docs not answer the demands of democracy. Seven 
out of the Con\'entions · s s ixty me mber.., wi I I  be nominated by 
the Central Government. while the rest w i l l  be elected by the 
e x i st i n g  Prm i nc ial Assembl i e s .  These Assemhl  ies do not 
possess a mandate or any srnt from the people on constitutional 
i ssues. and two of them were elected 0\  er  four years ago. In the 
N WFP. most M LA s  are the personal nomi nees of Khan Abdul 
Qaiyum Khan_ and their e l ection was made possib le  only hy the 
use of e\ e:Ty conce i \  able d iny trick to defeat the w i l l  of the 
people. The situation with regard to the membershi p  of the 
Punjab A ssembly i s  not \ ery much better. In  S ind.  the majority 
group of M LA s  have s i nce t h e i r  e l ection g i ve n  s u ffi cient  
evidence of the ir  total i ncapacity TO guide the dest i n ies of the 
people. I n  East B engal.  the machi nati ons of the Musl i m  League 
leadership ha\ c �uccceded in sp l i t t ing the ma1 urit) pa1ty : and, if 
the c l a i m s  of the Pri me M i n i -..t c r  are to he accepted. the 
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gentleman chosen by Karachi to be the Leader of the House i s  
a n  unrepentant traitor t o  Pakistan. Further. the Convention can 
be disso lved at any t ime by an order of the Governor-General .  
There i s  good reason to fear that such a body w i l l  e ither become 
an arena for the M us l i m  League ol igarchy ' s  unending factional 
struggle for power. or a machine for rubber-stamping the Central 
Govern ment ' s  dec i sions .  In e i ther case. it cannot properly 
perform the i mportant task that is  bei ng entrusted to i t .  

The second step taken recently b y  t h e  Central Government 
is to ask the Federal Court of Paki stan. under Section 2 1 3  of the 
Government of India Act of 1 935.  to advise them on how to 
reval idate the laws which have been declared invalid.  It  is  
clai med i n  a Press Note on the subject that i t  i s  the Central 
Government' s intention-' as in  all other matters. so in  this' - to 
abide by the dec i si on of the Federal Court and ·conti nue 
steadfastly to uphold the rule of l aw · .  These noble sentiments 
would ordinarily  have been received with a measure of rel ief. 
but the Government ' s  declaration w i l l .  in today ' s  c ircumstances, 
be v iewed with a cenai n amount of scepticism. The people are 
bound to ask why no one thought of invoking S ection 2 1 3  before 
the Governor-General' s  fateful Procl amation of 24 October 1 954. 
And why, even today, is  not the Federal Coult being asked to 
give its opinion on other .  even more vital .  constitutional issues? 
For example.  had the Governor-General any right to dismiss the 
Constituent Assembly? H as he any power to summon an ad hoc 

Constituent Convention? W i l l  the decisions of this body be valid? 
Presumably .  the Government merely wants the Federal Cou11 to 
find a legal loop-hole for escaping from the serious consequences 
of t h e  e me rgencies they h ave created or decl ared.  I f  t h i s  
presumption i s  correct. i t  amounts t o  a n  attempt t o  use the 
authority of the Federal Court in order to legal ise. by i mplication 
if not direct ly,  action s  wh ich arc palpably i l legal . If  the 

Government are s incere in their professions of respect for the 
constitutional i ssues that have arisen, this would be the real test 
of their s incerity. for only then can i t  be determi ned whether the 
Government w i l l  abide by the Court' s ru l i ng even i f  it compels 
them to su rrender power or share i t  w ith a representat i ve body. 
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One would l ike to hope that the-.c i ssue-. \\ i 1 1 .  i n  any case. come 
up before the Court. so that al I confus ion and doubts can be 
remm ed. It i s . final ly .  nece-.-.ary to -.tre"" that to saw the country 
i t  is now not suffi c ient to abide by the letter of the l aw :  it i s  

equally necessary t o  act i n  the true spiri t o f  democracy and 
ensure that democratic institutions are rev ived in a manner which 
i s  not on !:  legal l y  sound but actual l y  transfer-. effecti\  e pol it ical  

power to the people .  who.  i n  the words of the Governor
Gcneral ·" fi rst proclamation.  are the u l t i mate so\ ere i g n  i n  
Pak istan.  

T h i s  m a y  a p p e a r  to b e  a h a r s h  a n a l y " i s  of t h e  
Government ' s  i ntent ions :  hut  w e  earnestly feel that today " s  
s i tuation ca lh for complete frankness .  The ' ei l  must b e  torn 
off. and the peop l e  and the GO\ ernment must be made to see 
the truth and a l l m\· i t  to g u i de their  fu ture act i o n s .  I t  needs to 
he rea l i sed that the p lan c m  i saged in the Governor-Genera r  s 
l atest  P ro c la m a t i o n  i s  l i ke l y  to l e ad the  country not  to 
democracy but to l e g a l i sed d ictatorsh i p .  The only way out  of 
the present moras s i s  for the old Const i tuent Assembly to be 
recal led i mmediate l y .  The fi rst task before it should he to 
J"C \ a l idate al l the laws that ha\ e l apsed.  i n c l ud i n g  those which 
the Governor- G e n e ra l  d id not  i n c l ude in  h i s  at tempt at  
re v a l i da t i o n  by O rd i n a n c e .  T h e re a fter .  t h e  C o n s t i t u e n t  
A ssembly should enact  a l aw cal l i n g  for t h e  e lect ion of a n  
i n teri m Parl iament  t o  w h i ch t h e  Centra l  Govern ment should 
be made respon s i b l e .  To a\ oid delay.  the Parl iament should 
be e lected i n d i re c t l y .  by the Pren i nc i a l  A s s e m b l i e s .  The 

rep re s e n t at i v e  c h a ra c t e r  o f  t h i s  body cou l d  r i gh t l y  be 
quest ioned.  but such an object ion can hardly be rai sed by 

those who are prepared for a s i m i l ar body to he given the 
power to write the country " s  const i tut ion .  And.  in any case.  
control of the Gow rn ment by such a body would be i nfi n ite ly 
better t h an t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n .  \V i t h  t h e  Govern m e n t  
respons ib le  t o  nobody b u t  i tse lf. The Assembly should next  
pass  a l aw ca l l i n g  for the e lect ion of a new Const i tuent  
A""cmhly on the bas i "  of adult  franch i"c .  \\  i t h i n  a fixed t i me
l i m i t  and under the contro l  of an i m part ia l  author i ty .  Thi s  
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const i tut ion would  not only be perfect ly val id .  but wou ld  
a l so be  sanctified by  pub l i c  support . After having performed 
these essential  tasks. the old Consti tuent Assembly should  
d issolve i tse lf. I t  has been argued that once the Constituent 
Assembly is recal l ed. it may wel l ,  as in the past. refuse to act 
in a responsible manner. and thus create a brand new cri s i s .  
We fi rmly bel ieve that i f  the  Centra l  Government works 
uni tedly towards this  end.  if the \ arious pol i t ica l  part ies  
support ing the Government use their influence. and i i  public 
opinion i s  a l l owed to exercise i ts  pressure on the old MCAs. 
a su ffic ient majority wou ld  eas i ly be found to work on the 
l ine-. suggested here. Under this  three-pronged pressure. the 
old Constituent Assembly dare not refuse to carry out these 
essential patriot ic tasks. This i s  the only method which w i l l  
not only sat isfy the demands of law bu t  a l so ensure that the 
present drift towards dictatorship is halted. The delay that 
may thus be caused in the solution of certain constitutional 
problems would most defi ni te ly be a sma l l  price to pay for 
the re-establ i shment of genuine democracy .  N o  such issue .  
whether of East-West parity  or West Paki stan ' s unification. 
ha-. any real s i g n i fi c a n c e  when  compared  w i t h  t h e  
fundamental i ssue o f  the future o f  democracy in Paki stan
with which are l inked the aspirations and wishes of our people 
and the question of the country ' s  progress  towards the ideals 
which inspired the movement for freedom . 

3 May 1 955 

Conventional Tangle 

The Central Government ' s dec i s ion to postpone the e lect ions 
to the Const ituent Convention unti l  after the Federal Court 
has g iven i t s  opinion on the relevant constitut ional i ssues 
w i l l  meet w i th general  appro va l .  Pre s s  reports  of the  
Governor-General ' s  latest Order gave the  impression that the 
second postponement of the e lec t ions  was the re su l t  of 
Authority ' s  respect for the country' s h ighest j udic ia l  tribunal .  
and certain pub l ic i sts w i l l  probably  c i te th is  act ion as further 
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e\ i dence of the G m ern m e n f -.  reso l \ e to adhere s tr ic t ly  to 
the path of const i tut ional  propriety .  I t  i s .  howeYer. d iffi c u l t  to 

a c c e p t  t h e  i n te r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t t h e  \\ i -., d o m  of  s u c h  a 
postpone ment  has da\v ned upon the GoYernment on ly  now. 

w e e k s  after  t h i s  c o urse had been s u g ge st e d  i n  p u b l i c  

comments  o n  the present  s i tuat i o n .  The Prime M i n i ster · s  
reference t o  the subject  i n  h i -.,  first-of-the-month broadcast 
shows that  the change of pol icy was due to necessi ty rather 
than Y i rt u e .  He said that the e lect ion" ha\ e bee n put  off i n  
defe rence t o  the d e m a n d  of c e rta i n  Prm i nces-and the  
reasons for t h i s  i rres i s t ib le  demand are \\ e l l  k n m\ n . In  the 
P u nj ab .  the  two r i r nl g ro u p s  in  t h e  Yl u s l i m  League are 

determi ned to strengthen their  O \\ n fact ional  pos i t ion .  and are 
engaged in an a l l - ou t  stru g g l e  to capture every possible seat 
i n  the Convent ion :  and ne i ther of the two fac t ion l eaders has  
accepted the Centre ·  s request for the u nopposed e lect ion of 
s i x Central M i n i ster-., by the Pun j ab Asse m b l y .  The s i tuat ion 
has become so ser ious that  the Prime M i n i ster conside red i t  
necessary to hold out the th i n l y - \ e i led threat  that the present 
Punj ab M i n i st ry m ay have to be di sbanded i n  order to achieve 
the purpose for w h ich he and t \\ O of his  col league-., recen t l y  
m ade a d a s h  to Lahore . E fforts to reach a compro m i se that 
wou l d  sat i sfy the Ccntre · s  need of obtain i ng s a fe entry in to  
the  Convent ion  for ha lf-a-dozen Central M i n i sters.  and al so 
pac i fy i l 1c warr i n g  fact ions .  are con t i n u i n g .  I t  is ob\ ious .  
howe\ er. that  i t  would  han: been dangerous for the Central 
GoYernment to run the hazards of an e lect ion w ithout a patch
u p b e t w e e n  t h e  l o c a l  l e a d e r s . I n  t h e  F ro n t i e r  
Pro v ince-although the Pri me M i n i s ter has brawl y  dec l ared 
that  the s i tu at ion  is nm\ under control-there is as yet no 
g uarantee that  the M u sl i m  League Assembly Party w i l l  res i l e  
from i h  att i tude o f  nun-co-operat ion  e xcept o n  i ts  o w n  terms.  
In S i nd. desp i te Mr Khuhro · s pecu l iar tact ics .  there are strong 

i nd icat ions  to show that the orders from abm e may be flouted 
by a l arge n u m ber of M L A s .  In East Bengal . the s i tuat ion i s  
n e n  more unhappy from the C c ntra l  Gm c rn ment  · s point  of  
Y i e w .  M r  H . S .  S u h ra\\ ardy .  who see1m to ha\ e replaced M r  
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Faz l u l  Hug as the Centre ·  s favouri te  candi date for ass u m i n g  
charge o f  t h a t  Province .  fi nds h i m sel f i n  a hope l e s s  m i nority 
in the U n i ted Front group . . .  

The present  Govern m ent has fo l l owed a strange pol icy 
s i nce i t  assumed power. I t  has accepted certai n e lementary 
princ ip les  of democracy. but only after a l lowing some of i t s  
p ro m i n e n t  spokesmen to argue agai n s t  t h e m .  a n d  aft e r  
e x ternal  c i rcumstances had made i t  necessary for i t  t o  d o  so. 
Every such concession see ms to ha\  c bee n w ru n g  from the 
Government  aga i n s t  i b  ori g i nal i n c l i n at i o n s .  I t  cannot be 

denied that i f  i m m ediate steps h ad been tak e n  after the 
Proc lamation o f  24 October 1 95-+ to restore democracy in the 
country .  the people ' s  fears and m i sg i v i ngs wou ld have bee n 
a l l ayed. and a great deal  of the chaos wi tnessed during the 
l a s t  � i x  m o n t h s  c o u l d  have b e e n  a \ o i d e d .  I t  w i l l  be 
re m e m b e re d  t h at .  a l t h o u g h  t h e  Cl o v e rn o r- G e n e ra l  had 
promised to hand m e r pol i t ical  power to the people and to 
a l l o w  t h e i r  d u l y  e l ected repre s e nt at i v e s  to ord e r  a n e w  
com t i t u t ion .  n o  step \Vas taken i n  t h i s  d irect ion for many 
long weeks .  Even after the i ssue had been taken to court, the 
Governmen t ' s  approac h to the q uest ion of creat ing a new 
const i tuent  body was ha lf-hearted and re l uctant .  Their fi rst 
e fforts towards t h i s  consummation were aga i n  s t u lt i fied by 
prov i sions which wou l d  have made the Convention ori g i n a l l y  
proposed a compl ete farce . Certa i n  recent  steps do create t h e  
poss i b i l i ty of the coun try be i ng al l owed t o  t ravel  a l o n g  t h e  
road t o  de mocracy, but  the strange manner i n  w h i c h  these 
dec i s i o n s  have bee n annou nced leaves ample ground for 
serious doubts about the Central authori t ies ·  i ntent ions .  S i nce 
these gent lemen were w i l l i ng at one stage to give the coun try 
a Consti tut ion promulgated through Ordinances and to ru l e  i t  
w i t h o u t  a Parl i amen t .  p e o p l e  m a y  we l l  a s k  i f  i t  i s  n o t  
pos s i b l e--should t h e  Federal Court accept the  Governor
G e n e r a l ' s u nr e s t r i c t e d  r i g h t  to d i s so l v e  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  
body-that t h e  power o f  d i s so l u tion w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  v it i ate 
the democratic character of the new d i spensat ion.  I t  is c learl y 
necessary i n  the i nterests of democrat i c  progress i n  Paki stan 
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that these doubts shou l d  be set at re st .  The Gove rn m e n t  can 
do so by act i n g  o n  c l ear-cut pri n c i p l e s  and g i \ i n g  the peopl e  
a n  i rre vocabl e  assur ance t h at there w i l l  b e  n o  d e \  i at i o n  from 
democra t i c  m et hods u n de r  a n y  c i rc u mstances .  

Furt her. t he conYent i o nal tang le  i n  '' h i c h  the \l u s l i m  
League A ssembly  Parti e s  are e n meshed.  and the manner i n  
w h i c h  the Part y ' s  const i tut i o n  i s  b e i n g  flouted and \ eteran 
job-seekers are stru g g l in g  to recapture or ret a i n  pO\\ e r. c l early 
prO\ e t h at the m a j or i t )  g roup l i ke ! )  to be retu rned to the 
Const i tuent  Com e n t ion  '' i l l  be e m i ne n t l y  u n q u a l i fied for the 
job of g i\  i n g  the cou ntry a new Const i tu t i o n .  This  s i tu at ion 
re i n forces the dem and t h at the  con -..t i tuent  bod y-\\ hether.  
s u bj e c t  to the F e d e ra l  C o u rt " s  \ e r d i 1..· t .  t h i s  i -.. t h e o l d  
Const i tuent  A s se m b l y  or the n e w  Comc n t i on --.. hou l d  not 
take upon i he l f  t h e  burden or gi\  ing t h e  count ry a fi n a l  
con -.. t i t u t i o n .  l t  \\ o u l d  b e  doing t h e  people o f  Paki -.. t a n  the 
g reatest po s s i b l e  fa \ ou r  if i t  sat i s fi e d  i he l f \\ i t h  m ak i ng 
i m m e d i ate arrang1..'rnents  for G e n e ra l  E l e c t i o n s  to a n e w  
Par l i am e n t  a n d  C o n s t i t u e n t  A. -.. -..c m b l ) . T h i s  p ropo -..a l  w i l l  
probab l y  be cr i t i c i se d  o n  the g ro u n d  that i t  i rn oh e s fu rther  
de lay .  b u t  \\ e fee l  s tro n g ! )  that t he d e l ay t h u s  c a u sed.  i f  any . 
\V i i i  be a s m a l l  pr iL·e to pay for e n s u ri ng t hat the country i s  
g i  \ e n  the opport u n ity  to e l ect a Par I i ament  rep re -..e ntat i '  e o f  
the people  and t o  sa\ e i t se lf  from leaders \\ ho ha\e g i \ e n  
-.. u h s ta n t i a l  p ro o f  o f  t h e i r  i n e p t i t u d e .  : rn d  n e n  uf t h e i r  
u n w i l l i n gness  t o  a l l o w  the i r  pred i l ec t i u n s  for personal  puwer 
pol i t i c s  to be O\ercome by cons ide ra t ions  of p u b l i c  \Veal . 
Those w ho decry democratic methods because they do not 
lead to q u i c k  n: s u l h  should re a l i se that C \  en i t' t h e  democratic 

path a l l m\ s o n l y  <.: I m\ p ro g ress .  i t  is  the o n ! :  cert a i n  \\  ay o f  
ach i e \  i n g  the objec t i \  e s  for \\ h i  ch Pa� i -,t a n  " a� LTC� 1 tcd and 
\\ hich st i l l  e \ oke the ' u pport of the m e n\ he l rn l ! lg m a s s  of 
our peo p l e .  Fai l ure to obscn e the d �'cCnL· 1 c s  of democrat ic  
l i fe pro v i de s  n o  g u arantee \\ hatsoe\ e r o t  a n :  t h i ng be i n g  
ach i e \ cd i n  a h u rn - bC \ o n d  c h a o -.. a n d  c o n fu � i o 1 1 . We 
earne , t l y  hope. there fore. that the Ce ntral  G m ernment  w i l l  
seriou s l y  reco n s i dn t he r o l i c i e s  i t  h a s  pursued duri ng the  
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last  s i x  months and that i t w i  I 1 e\ ol \'e a c Jear-c u t  p lan to 
restore gen u i ne democracy i n  t h i s  count ry as soon as the 
Federal Court ' s  dec i s ion is known and a constitut ional  method 
for ach ievin g  th i s  end is c learly outl i ned.  

25 July 1 955 

National Coalition 

The fond hope e ntert a i ned i n  some q u arters that the new 
Const i tuent  Assembly wou ld make a c l ean break w i th the 
tradi t ions  o f  i t s  p redcce ;; sor. and that, eschewing the game of 
power pol i t i c s .  i t  wou l d  devote i tse l f  w i th al l  pos s i b l e  speed 
and earnestness to the task o f  l a y i n g  the fou ndations o f  a 
democratic structure for Pak i s tan ' s  future pol i ty ,  has largely 
been be l ied .  The A .s s e m h l y" -.. hurried and e x p e n s i ve first 
sess ion.  held for some u nd e fi ned reason at M u rree. was 
conducted sorncvvha t  h a p ha;:ard l y  by the l e aders of the 
Govern ment and. the rL: forc . l i tt l e  business of any consequence 
was done. and the l iu le t h at  was achieved can not be said to 
provide any g reat cau:,e for sati sfact ion  . . .  What.  however. i s  
far more :-. i g n i ficant  than the meagreness o f  the Const i tuent  
Assem b l y " s  tang i bl e  achievements  i s  i t s  fai l ure t o  g ive  the 
cou ntry a c l e ar-c u t  i ndicat ion regardi ng the future shape o f  
events  t h a t  a r c  to g u i d e  t h e  de s t i ny o f  our  pe o p l e .  The 
atmosphere uf doubt and u ncertai nty and confu s i o n  has been 
al l owed to conti n ue .  thus helping to d i vert the atte n t i o n  of a l l  
concerned from the major problems fac i n g  the country t o  the 
manoeuvres that are t ak i ng p l ace for fact iona l  and party 
a l l i ances .  It is no great sec ret that the Assembl y ' s  th ree main  
groups.  and t he i r  host  of su b-groups. spent  most  o f  their  t i me 
at M u rree i n  try i ng to w ork out advantageous for m u l ae for 
reorga n i s a t i o n  o f  the C e ntra l  C a b i n e t .  Q u i t e  o ften , t h e  
u tterances of  the leaders o f  various parties  i n  the House had 
l it t le  to do wi th  the subj ec t :  the i r  decl arat ions or recantat ions  
were g u i ded mai n l y  by,  or i ntended to i n fluence.  the secret 
con fabul at ions  that bega n  soon after the day ' s  meeti n g  and at 
t i m e s  cont in ued t i l l  short ly  before the next day ' s  session.  The 
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speeche s and statc1 11ents  that ha\e hecn m ade hy t h e  c h i ef 

negot iators s i nce t he Asse mbly ' s  adj ou rn 111 c n t fol l mv a s i m i lar 
pattern .  I t  is  fa i r ! :  oh\  ious now that  t he dec i s i o n  to de l ay the 
corn e n i n g  o f  a m eet i ng o f  the Co n s t i t ue n t  As s e m b l y  as the 

Federa l  Leg i s l a tu re . and the  s l ogan raised hy m ore than one 

party l eader  t hat co n s t i tu t i o n- m a k i n g  s hou l d  be g i , en pr ior i ty  

O\er reco ns t i tu t i on of t h e  C e n t ral  Cab i ne t .  stern from a de s i re 

t o  see t he t ug -o f-\\ ar hrough t to a s uc cc ssfu I e n d  he fore 

m a ki n g an; m a j o r  mm e s .  If t h e i r  a\ U\\ al of se l f-abnegat i o n  

were gen u i ne .  i t  \\ o u l d  b e  worthy of com mendat ion : b u t  a 

l i tt l e  p ro b i n g  re \ e a l s  that  the r i \ a l  L' l ai m a n t s  tu h i g h  o ffice 

are mere l y  \\ a i l i n g for a s u i t a h l e  opport u n i t y  to stake t h e i r  

c l ai m. a n d  t h at the i r  t i m i d i ty spr i n g -,  o n l :  fro m t he fear o f  

m a k i n g  a n y  m o Y c  th at may j eopard i se t h e i r  c h a n c e s  o f  

assum i ng pcm e r .  

The pre sent  pos i t i o n  appears to be tha t  hoth g ro u p s  n f  

E a s t  B e ng a l ' s reprcse n t at i \ es.  nam e ! : .  tllL' L n i lL 'd Fro n t  an d  

the Aw am i Leag u e .  a r e  c a g e r  and \\ i l l i ng: t l l  !'orrn a coa l i t i o n  

at the Centre \\ i th  t h e  \l u s l i m  Leag u e .  The \ l u s l i m  Leag ue 
Par l iame n tary Party .  o n  the  other  hand. seems to be su fferi n g  

from schizophre n i a .  The Pri m e  J\l i n i s ter  seek\ a n  al l i ance 

w i th the U n i ted Fro n t .  pre sum ab l y  on the u ndcrstand i n g  that  

h e  wou l d  be a l hrn ed to con t i n u e  in h i s  p resent  o tli cc:  h u t  the 
other.  far more powe rfu l .  group o f  \l u sl i m  Leaguers.  \\ hose  

l eaders h i p  i s  as : e t i n  some doubt.  "c,:111 to fa, our a .._·ua l i t i o n  

w i th the  Awami  Leagu e .  I t  i s  ahll  sa i d t hat t he A \rn m i  

Leaguers h a w  dec i de d  t h at the y  \\ i l l  jo i n such a cual i t i on 

only  i f  M r  H . S .  S u h rawardy head s  the new G\)\'e rnment .  
w h i l e t h e  l1 n i lt' d Fro n t ' s d o 111 i n a n 1  � e L· t i o n  a re e q u al l y  

determ i ned t o  e n sure t h a t .  i f  t h i s  h appe n s .  t h e i r  Part) w i l l  

ne i ther  i u i n  t h e  Centra l  Cl m e rn 11 1ent  nur L' \ H1pc ratc '' i t h  i t .  
These c i rc u m stances  ha\  c g. i \ L' n  the  \\ e"t  Pak i s t a n  \ l u s l i m  

Leaguer-., a po s i t i o n o f  g re�! t  \ antag:c . a n d  the:  ha\ '-' been 

t ry i ng . n o t \\ i thout  succes-.,.  to g.c t  both the bt-.,t Bcng : l i  part ies 
to accept t h e i r  m a i n  d c rn a nJ-.,, \\ h i l c the park : " &c bei ng. 
a l l o wed t o  d ra g  o n .  T h e  p re s e n t  fl u i d  s i tu a t i o n  c a n n o t .  

h o \\ c \ e r. l a s t  fo r \ e n l o n g. .  a n d  t h e  \ 1 Lh l 1 111 L e a g u e  



Dc111ocraL·y or Leg a l i sed Dictatorshi p "  

leadersh ip  would do wel l to real i se that if  they cont i nue to 
barg a i n  for the sake of bargain i ng .  they arc l ike ly  to create 
ser ious  c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  p a rt i c u l ar ly  i n  E a s t  B e n g a l .  The 
alternati \'es before the country are that e ither there w i l l  be a 

showdown i n  the tri partite tuss le for power. and the M us l i m  
League w i l l  i n  choosi n g  one o f  the t \vo East B engal parties  
as  i t s  a l ly  drive the other i nto the Oppos i t ion .  or that  the 
t hree part ies \Vi i i  form a coal i t ion  and take j o i n t  respon s i b i l i ty 
for a N at i o n a l  G o v e rn m e n t  at t h e  C e n tre .  T h e  second 
al ternative i s  ob\  ious ly  the  better one  from C \  cry concc i \'able 

point  of view. even if today i t  appears to be d i ffi cu l t  of 
ach ie v e m e n t .  H i t he rt o .  the  M u s l i m  League l eaders .  and 
part i c u l arly the Prime M i n i ster. have tried to w i d e n  the s p l i t  
i n  t h e  U n i ted Front ,  presumably i n  order to reta in  power for 

themsel ves by weake n i n g  the biggest threat to the i r  Party. I f  
th is  po l icy i s  cont i nued i n  today ' s  c i rcumstances.  i t  w i l l  mean 
leav i ng an i mportant  group out of the Centra l  Clovernment .  
and i t  may a lso resu l t  i n  depri v i n g  East  Bengal  of  a stable 
M i n i stry .  S i nce the U n i ted Front and t il e  Awami League are 
hoth pledged to t he co mmon twenty-one point  programme. 
their  d i fferences are l arge l y  persona l  and.  there fore. not 
i n surmountable.  If  a s i ncere e ffort i s  made by those in the 
M u s l i m  League leadersh i p  \\ ho real ly  count to gain the co
operat ion of both East Bengal  part ies .  and if  the rank-and-fi l e  
o f  t hese part i e s-who sec the advan tages o f  a N at i o n a l  
Coal i t i o n  and arc n o t  t o o  i n terested i n  t h e  d i str ibut ion of the 
l oa\'es and fi shes of office-mobi l i se publ ic o p i n ion in i ts  
favour,  the chances o f  e n d i n g  the trad it iona l  scramble  for 
power.  and persuad i n g  t he three part ies  to co··operate. are not 
too d i m .  In any case. the advantages to he gained by the 
country thro ugh the format ion of a N at ional  Gove rn ment  are 
so obvious t hat we wou l d  l i ke to hope that the saner sec t i ons 

of the d i fferent  part ie�  w i l l  make a concerted attempt  to secure 

an adj u stment of the party leaders " d i fferences and. thus .  g i v e  
t h e  cou ntry a Government  p ledged to u p h o l d  t h e  rul e  o f  l a w  
a n d  determ ined t o  en sure i t s  pro g ress a l on g  t h e  p a t h  to  
untram mel led democrac y .  
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Change at the Centre 

The most  c o m m o n  reac t i o n  to the fi na l  outcome o f  the long.
drawn-out  confabulat ions  of the part i e s  d irec t l y  concerned 

w i t h  the formati o n  of a new Ce ntral  Cab i net  w i l l  perhaps be 

one of re l i e f. T he c h ange at t h e  C e n t re h a \  i n g become 

i ne \ i table after the c reat i o n  or a ne\\ Con s t i t u e n t  A s sembl \ .  

de l ay i n  carry i ng i t  out was c reat i n g  con fu s i o n  and rC \ i \  i ng 

the atmosph ere of  i ntr igue and u n pri n c i p l e d  m anoemr i n g .  

T h i s  fee l i ng \\ i l l  fu rther b e  s tre ngthe ned b) t h e  fact t hat t he 

change marks the e n d  of what m i g h t  be ca l led an ({(/ hoc 
G o \'ern rnent-forrned so l11C\\ hat h aphazard l y  and regarded 

genera l l y  as a stop-gap arrangement-w h i ch \\ a1, led by a 
person \\ ho e nj oyed no re al su pport anrnng any sect i o n  uf the 
peop l e .  \\ h u  had sought  to p ro lo n g  ]f r ;  po l i t i c a l  l i fe by 

foste ri n g  a 1,pl i t  in the East B e ngal  l' n i ted Fro n t .  and whose 
reputat i o n  for p o l i t i c a l  sagac i ty or a n  ab i l i ty to get  t h i ng s  

dune \\ as cert a i n l y  not en hanced d ur i ng h i s  ten ure of offi ce .  
I t  w o u l d .  of  course.  ha\  e been fa r bet ter  i i  a N at i o n a l  
G m  e rn rn e n t  had b e e n  -, c t  up w i th t h e  s upport o f  t h e  t h ree 
m a i n  part i e s  in the C o n s t ituent  A s se m b l y .  Th i s  wou l d  not 
o n l y  haw fac i l i tated the  task of c o n s t i t u t i o n - m ak i ng .  but  

would a l so ha\ e ens ured greater po l it i cal  stab i l i ty i n  East 
B e ngal  by b r i n g i n g  to an end the wrang l i ng among the l eaders 
o f  the two B e n g a l  grou ps.  It i s .  therefore . g reatl y  to he 
regretted that the comme n dable efforts m ade in  t h i s  d i rect ion 

by Chaudhr i  Mohammed Ali .  after he had been asked by the 
CiuYernor-Gcneral to form a l lC\\ Go\ e rn men t . cou l d  not  

fruct ify .  I t  \\ ould appear that i t  was by the n too l ate to achieve 
t h i "  d e " i rab l e  e n d .  l a rge l y  be c a u s e the \ l u -, l i m  League 
leadersh i p ' s  earl ier  pol i c) of p i t t i ng: one B e ngal i gro u p  agai nst  

the other  had s ucceeded o n l y  too \\ e l L  Thus .  despi te the fact 

t h at both the U n i ted Front and the A w a m i  League stand 
p l edged to the same po l i t i c a l  progra m m e .  i t  w a s  fou n d  

i m poss i b l e  to reconc i l e  the personal d i ffe re nces betvv ee n  the i r  

l eader-.. to  m a ke them j o i n  a :\ a t i onal  Coa l i t i o n .  



W h i l e  t h e  l ' n i ted Fron t  adj u s ted i t s e l f  to the  c hanged 
s i t u at i o n  fo l low i ng M r  M o h a m med A l i " s  re s ignat ion.  and.  
bes i de s  any other compro m i se s  t h at i t  m ay have made.  gave 
u p  the demand t h at t i l e  former Pri me M i n i ster  shoul d  cont i n ue 

i n  offi c e .  t h e  A wa m i  League took the firm s tand t h at t h e i r  
leader m u s t  h e  ca l led  u p o n  to head t h e  new Government .  M r  
H .  S .  S u h rawarcly .  h i s  e x pectancy whetted b y  t h e  oft-repeated 

pro m i se s  of a powerfu l  sec t i o n  o f  M u s l i m  League l eaders. 
de manded the r ichest  p l u m  as the m i n i m u m  price for the 
A wami Leag u e ·  s co-operat ion : hav i ng fai l ed t o  obtain t h e  
P r i m e  M i n i sters h i p. he has wal ked out  of the Cl m ernment .  
whi le  h i s  par ty  has \tarted t a l k i ng of pr i n c i p l e s  and p l edge s .  
The t h e s i s  ad u m b rated b y  t h e  A wa m i  League M C A s  i n  
e x p l an at i o n  o f  t h e i r  fin a l  re fusa l  t o  j o i n  the G o v e rn m e n t  
s u tle rs from the gr i L� \ ou s  draw back o f  being i n  t h e  nature o f  
an afterthought .  !"or i t  .,cern s  o b v i o u s  that  most  of t h e i r  present 
q ua l m s  of pP l i t i c a l  con s c i e nce \\ o u l d  h a \ e been regarded by 
t h e m  as a beara b l e  b u rden i f  Mr S u h raward v had been i n v i ted 
to ascend the Pr i me 1\1 i ni s ter i ; t !  guddi. The Party s howed no 
scr i o u ,  " i g n s  ot' a l1 \ i e ty when \1r H . S .  S u h ra\\ ardy joined a 
n o m i n ated Cabinet .  when he pnld k·d the p l an for a part l y
n o m i n ated Cunvrntion.  or th reatened the country w i t h  Mart i al 
Law as the on ly  a l tcrnati\  e to h i s  u ndernucrat ic  scheme.  when 
he re m a i ned u n m oved hy the cont inuat ion  o t' Sect i o n  92-A i n  
East  B e ngal . or when he :-.u ppnrted t he proposal for a select i \ e  
v a l i d at i on o f  l a w s :  b u t  w i t h  a d e x ter i ty  t h a t  i s  s e l d o m  
w i t ne s sed i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  t h e  A w a rn i  Leag u e r s  h a v e  
performed a complete  somersau l t  on a n u m be r  o f  i ss ues.  and 
have sudde n l y  become consc i ou s  o f  t h e i r  adhere nce t o  t he 
canons of de mocrac y .  B y  p l ac i ng a pr ice on h i s  s upport. M r  
S u h rawardy h a s  done g ra\e harm to h i m s e l f  and t o  t he 
cou ntry .  \l orm a l I y .  one w o u l d  have we l corned the emergence 

o f  a reaso nably s tro ng Oppos i t i o n :  but  to be rea l ly u sefu l  a n  
Oppos i t ion party m u s t  h e  based on p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  n o t  on t h e  
d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  a n  o ffi ce o f  o n e ·  s o w n  c h o i c e .  Per s o n a l  
d i fferences cannot l e a d  t o  a heal t hy Oppo s i t i on g roup.  and 
o n e  w o u l d  p r e fe r  a n u m e r i c a l l y  s m a l l e r .  h u t  c l e a n e r .  
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Oppos i t ion to what the A w a m i  League i .s l i k e l y  to pro v i d e  

e i ther at the C e n tre or i n  E a s t  B e n g a l .  C o n s i d e r i n g  the stakes 

i n v o h  ed.  one would ha\ e e xpected that t he opera t i o n  of the 

personal  factor would be reduced to the m i n i m u m  i n  arri v i ng 

at fi n a l  de ci s i o n s  w i th regard to the format ion of the C e n t ral  

Govern m e n t  in  a per iod as c ru c i a l  as the one t h rough w h i c h  

t h e  co u ntry i s  pas s i n g .  We w o u l d .  a n :  hm\ . l i ke to hope t h a t  

C h audhri  M oh a mmed A l i  w i l l  n o t  g ive  up h i s  effort s  to 

broade n the base of h i s  Gove rnment  and that  every poss i b l e  

means of secur i n g  t h e  co-operati o n  of t h e  A w a rn i  League.  

even at a l ater dat e .  w i l l  fu l l y  be explored. S i nce i t  was not 

fou n d  pos s i b l e  to bri n g  about a Nat ional Coal i t i o n .  i t  see m s  

q u i te l og i c a l  that t h e  m o  l argest part ies  i n  t h e  Const i t u e n t  
A s s e m b l y  s h o u l d  ha\  e g o t  together to form the G m  e rn m e n t :  

and i t  i s  grat i f) i n g  t h a t  re presen t at i \  es  o f  t h e  n o n - \I u s l i rn s .  
as members o f  t h e  U n i ted Fro n t .  w i l l  b e  d i rect ly  as soc i ated 

wi th  the ru l i n g  party . 

W it h  reg ard to the e l ect i o n  of Chaudhri  Mohammed A l i  
a s  the Leader of t h e  M u s l i m  League Party and h i s  conseq u e n t  

select ion b y  t h e  G m  ernor-General  to undertake t h e  t a s k  o f  
Cabinet  format ion.  t h e  o n l y  object i o n  t h a t  can b e  rai sed i s  
t h a t  t h e  n e w  Pri me M i n i ster i s  n o t  a pol it i c i an a n d  that he has 
risen to h i s  present  pos i t i o n  from the Sen ices .  Whate\ er  
weight  one m i ght  at tach to th is  object ion.  i t  casts  no adverse 
reflect ion on C h audhri  Moham med A l i :  i t  does. however. 
provide a sad comme n tary on the front  rank of the pol it i c i an s  

who g u i de t h e  affa i rs of the M u s l i m  League . I n  fact .  looki ng 

over the l i st of the lead i ng M u s l i m  League stal warts. the 

battered v eterans of many a fact ional  war.  one c a n  hard l y  
re s i st t h e  conc l u s i on t h a t  t h e  M u s l i m  League Assembl y Party 
made i t s  choice  i n  a rare moment  of l u c i d i t y .  C haudhr i  
Mohammed A l i · s  w i de e x perie nce as an adm i n i strator. h i s  

i n tegri ty a n d  capaci ty  for hard work. w i l l  b e  accepted as 

des ira b l e  assets for the new G o vernment  e\  en by those who 
d i sagree w i th some of h i s  po l i t ical  opi ni o n s  . . .  I n  any case. 
p art i c u l ar l y i n  the conte\t  o f  today · s  c i rc u m s tances .  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  w h i c h  p a rt i e s  a n d  p e r s o n s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  
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Government w i l l  not concern the people a great deal .  They 
are rightly far more interested in the pol ic ies that are going to 
be pursued at the Centre ,  in the hope that a c lean break w i l l  
be  made with the unhappy past . and that a c lear-cut pol itical 
and economic programme, based on the rule of law and the 
ful lest restitution of the people ' s  ci vie rights. w i l l  be agreed 
upon by the M us l im League-Uni ted Front  Coal i t ion and 
implemented with the required efficiency and s incerity. 

19 August 1 955 

Counsel of Despair 

W h i l e  Mr F i ro z  K h a n  N oon " s  advocacy of  c e rt a i n  
fundamental principles o f  democracy. and h i s  crit icism o f  the 
Mus l im League l eadership for disregarding them, w i l l  meet 
with general approval , h is  view that a benevolent dictatorship 
would be better for the country than a moth-eaten democracy 
needs to be exposed as a dangerous counsel of despair. The 
va l id i ty of M r  Noon ' s  demand that the e lection� to the 
proposed West Paki stan Legis lature should be held on the 
bas i s  of proport ional representation cannot be contested; and 
i t  i s  i ndeed surpri s ing that the Mus l im League leaders and 
their former a l ly ,  Mr H .  S .  Suhrawardy. should  have resorted 
to such a transparent manoeuvre to deny due representation 
to  the  Oppos i t ion  part i e s  and the  various g roups  and 
i nd iv iduals ins ide the rul ing party who are l ikely to defy the 
mandate of the Min i sterial faction. I t  w i l l  be recalled that at 
one stage i t  was intended that the Provincial  Assembl ies 
shoul d  e lect their representatives to the new Const i tuent 
Assembly by a majori ty vote ; but the widespread publ ic 
c lamour against this undemocratic i nnovation. and the fear 
that the Courts might be cal led upon to adjudicate the issues 
i nvol ved, persuaded the Government to change i ts  mind on 
the question. I t  i s  patent that, in an indirect election of the 
sort envisaged to create a s ingle legis lature for West Pakistan. 
i t  i s  absolutely essent ial to adopt the system of a s ing le 
t ran s ferab l e  v o t e .  T h e re is  not one good reason for 
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abando n i ng a pri n c i  pie t hat has been acL·ep ted for s i  rn i l ar 

e lect ions i n  the past .  The \l u s l i m  League m u s t  f ind other 

m e a n s  o f  s a \ i n g  i t s  PrO\ i n c i al A s se m b l y  p a r t i e s  fro m  

d i s rupt i o n :  i t  can not  pos .s i b ly  be a l l o wed t o  tamper w i th the 

e lectoral process in  order to m a i n t a i n  some sembl ance o f  

Party d i s c i p l i n e  \\ i t h i n  i h  ran k \ .  l\1r F i r01 Khan l\ o o n  i s  on 

equal ly  sol i d  g ro u n d \\ h e n  he suggests t h at S e c t i o n  2 2 3 - A  of 

the GO\ ernmcnt  of I nd i a  Act of 1 93 )  should he reY a l idated. 

and that Sec t i o n  9 2 - A  s h u u l d  e i t her  he repe aled or dras t i ca l l y  

a m e nded s o  t h at i t  c a n  n o  l o ng e r  b e  u s e d  for p a rt i s a n  

purpose s .  B u t \\ h e n  :\lr :\ non goes o n  t o  dec l are t h at i f  these 

or s i m i l a r  demands are not  accepted. i t  w o u l d  he pre ferabl e  
for s u c h  a d e m ocracy  t o  he re p l aced b) a b e n n  o l e n t  

d ictators h i p .  he i s  bound to forfe i t  t h e  sympathy of a l l  genui ne 

de mocrat\ .  
Th i s  is  not  the  fi rst t i me t h at the  former League leader 

has e x pressed such a n  opi n i o n .  H e  made a s i m i l ar re mark 
dur i n g  a rece n t  C o n s t i tuent  A ssembly  debate . but i t  seemed 

then t h at he had spoken in le\ i ty in order to press home a 
certain poi n t .  H i s  ser ious rei terat i o n  of t h i s  v i e w  i n  a recent  
press  i nterY i t? \\ cannot .  h m\ e \ e r. be i g nored.  \lr  '.\: oo n  see m s  

t o  forget t h a t .  e \ e n  w here t h e  d i sease appears to b e  c h ron i c  
a n d  t h e  c ure extre m e ly d i ffi c u l t  t o  aL· h iew. t he n: medy doe s 
not l ie i n  k i l l i ng t h e  pat ient .  but i n  pers i s tent .  dogged effort s .  
l\l r N o o n  i s  n o t  a l on e  i n  t h i n k i n g  t h at m e re l y  becau se 

democracy i .s not  work i n g  sat i sfactori l y  i n  t h i s  coun t ry. i t  

should he scrapped a n d  some form of d ictators h i p  g i ve n  a 

c hance.  Those w h o  advoc ate t h i s  so lu t ion  to our country " s  
probl e m s  arc not o n l; b l i nd t o  the fach o f  pol i t i cal l i fe i n  

Pak i �t an .  b u t  abo seem t o  be equal ! ;,  ignor a n t  of the les sons 
of h i stor y .  I n  the fi rst p lace . i t  i �  ob\ i o u s  t h at democracy has  
not fai l ed in  t h i s  coun tr) . for t he \ i m p  le  reason that  i t  ha\ not 

so far bee n a l lowed to fu nct ion .  S i nce the da\\ n of freedo m .  

the peopl e ' s democra t i c  r ights  haw stead i l )  b e e n  w h i tt l ed 
dmv n .  the e l ectoral process h a \  de 1 i berate I y bee n perverted 
on more t han one occas i u n  in order tn pro l u n g  t he l i fe of the 

ru l i ng c l ique .  ci\  i l  l i bert i e s  ha\  c been re \tr icted.  and various 
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unpleasant means have been disco vered to thwart the genuine 
expression of the peopl e ' s  w i l l .  Further. i t  is a h istorical fact 
that personal dictatorship.  however benevolent it may have 
seemed to be at the start . has always led to the ruin of the 
country which submitted to the deprivation of the peop le ' s  
democratic rights. either through apathy and confusion o r  in 
an effort to find a short-cut to progress .  Mr Noon and others 
who suggest that a dictatorial regime would help to save the 
country from its present i l l s  are doing no service ei ther to the 
people or to themse l ves .  They are mere ly  adding to the 
confus ion and making more d i ffi cu l t  the task of g iv ing 
Paki stan a democratic pol i ty .  Mr  Noon would do wel l  to  
abs t a i n  from preac h i n g  the  i ma g i n ary  advan tages  of 
benevolent dictatorship because, part icu larly i n  v iew of the 
fact that when in office he accepted many undemocratic 
deci sions wi thout demur, it may be said of him that. l i ke 
certain other polit icians in  this country. his love of democracy 
is only a temporary expedient to be employed against h i s  
pol i t ical  opponents. and that if democracy cannot give h im 
the opportunity to return to power he i s  prepared to see the 
country sink to the degradation and chaos of dictatorship .  

28 September 1955 

Repressive Laws 

While, for technical and other reasons, the Constituent Assembly 
was not expected to repeal any of the vast a1ny of repressive 
laws whose validity i s  sought to be maintained in West Pakistan ' s  
different regions after the  establ i shment of  One Uni t ,  the l ine  of 
argument taken by the Government spokesmen in defence of 
such l aw less laws as the Frontier Crimes Regulation and the 
Bengal Regulation of 1 8 1 8  wi l l  certai nly shock publ ic  opinion . 
I t  i s  even more surprising that these obnoxious measures should 
have found their stoutest defender in  the Central Minister for 

States and Frontier Regions, whose role in the struggle for 
freedom, and whose experience of repression in the British 
period as well as in the post-Partition era, provide him with 
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mt1 mate knmdedge of t he fact that the powers g i ven to the 

Execut ive  by these laws are i nvar iably  e xerc i sed to c u rb 

legi t imate pol it ical acti \ i t ies .  Dr Khan Sahib .  w i th e xtraordinary 

naivete. stated that it was · not the l aws which \Vere bad. but the 

people at the helm of affai r;; \\ ho made laws good or bad · . 

Whi le  i t  i s  true that the weapon of arbi trary arrest and detention 

i s  l i able to greater abuse i n  e\ i l  hands. it i s  complete ly fal l acious 

to argue that such laws can safe l y  be l e ft on the Statute Book in  

the hope that our future ad mini strators. out  of the goodness of 

their  hearts. w i l l  refrai n  from m i susing them.  In  the first p lace. a 

l aw which \ io lates the most fundamental concept of j u st ice.  
namely. that a person can be depri ved of his r ights and l i bert ies  
only  i f  h i s  al leged gui l t  i s  fu l l )  prm ed i n  a fai r  tr ia l .  cannot 

possibly be j ust i fied on any count. and least of al l  on the tenuous 

plea that. under some sort of self-denying ordinance. Authority 

w i l l  abstain from its m i suse.  The point to bear in m i nd is that a 

l a\\ of t h i s  nature i s  al\\ ay s l i able to be m i s used: such m i suse 

merely becomes more offensive when the mot ivation is e ither 
personal or pol i t ical .  Further. en� n if for the sake of argument 
one were to accept the val idity of Dr Khan S ah i b ·  s argument. 

can it  be said that the band of '.\1 u s l i m  League stal \\ arts \\ ho are 

l i kely to man the n o m i nated Gm crnment of West Pak i stan arc 
pledged so c learly to uphold the ru le of law that they \\ i l l  refuse 

to e mploy the weapons that arc bei n g  pl aced in the i r  hands "! 

How many of these gentlemen arc l ikely to act as conscient ious 
objectors when they find that the i r  pos i t ions of power can be 

protected only through a conti nuance of the i r  faniurite pol icy 

of ruthless repression "! Quite obv iously.  M r  Khuhro and his i l k  
cannot a l low any such i l l us ion to he fostered.  I n  fact .  the 

expected ascent of these gentlemen to the "cats of power in  
West  Paki stan makes i t  a l l  the more necessary that  the armoury 
of the repress ive laws i nherited from the B ri t i sh regi me .  and 
subsequently augmented hy the M u s l i m  League leadersh ip. 

should i m mediately be put out of the i r  reach.  But .  even apart 

from the personal equat ion which has been i ntroduced into the 
argument by the Gm e rn rnent"  \ \poke-, men. the real poi n t  is that 
such l aws haw no place i n  a de mocratic po l i ty. where e very 
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citizen must be guaranteed his l iberties unless he i s  convicted 
by a proper court of law in an impartial trial and has been given 
every opportunity to defend himself 

29 September 1 955 

Electoral Farce 

The procedure approved hy the Constituent Assembly for 
elections to the proposed West Pakistan Legis lature paves 
the way for the enactment of an electoral farce .  The various 
e lectoral col leges that wil l  choose this  body can hardly be 
described as democratic inst i tut ions whose integrity and 
repre s e n ta t i ve ch aracter  canno t  be i mp u g n e d .  The 
heterogeneous brood comprises a host  of nominated jirgas, a 
number  of mun ic ipal  commit tee s .  and four Leg i s l at i ve  
Assembl i e s ,  w i th on ly  one  factor common to them a l l ,  
namely ,  that they have l i tt le right to  speak and act in  the 
name of the people .  Apart from the antiquated method of 
representation retained in  the tribal areas and certain States. 
and the unwarranted grant of spec ia l  pol i t ical  powers to 
certain municipal it ies-some of which are partly  or whol ly 
nominated-the Prov incial Assembl ies concerned arc known 
to have been e lected through a complete perversion of the 
democratic process, under condit ions of brutal terror and wi th 
the unashamed interference of the admini strative machinery. 
It m i ght be said that the present Government has no choice 
but to accept these i n st itut ions at the ir  face value if further 
delay in implementing the Government ' s  constitutional p lans 
i s  to be avoided. Thi s argument i s  not very convincing,  
because, quite obvious ly .  an undemocratic pol i cy is  not the 
only t ime-saving expedient available to them. If the authors 
of the One-Un i t  p lan wanted a democrati ca l ly e lected West 
Paki stan Assembly, they have certa in ly had t ime enough, 
s i nc e  t he  s cheme  was  dec ided  upon .  to  fi na l i se t he  
arrangements for a General Election. No attention whatsoever 
was g iven to this a l l - important matter: and i t  has now been 
decided to put off proper e lections for an unconscionably 
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long period of e i ghteen months .  Th is  i s  not a l l .  The method 
fi na l ly  d e v ised for const i tu t ing the West Paki stan Legi s l at i ve 
Assembly further \ i t iates i t s  c l a i m  to a representat i v e  status 
of some sort . I nstead of act i ng on the genera l ly-accepted 

pri n c i p l e  that i nd i rect e lect ions should be gm erned by the 

system of proport ional representat ion.  i t  has been decided 
that  the e lecto ral co l leges w i l l  e l ect the i r  n o m i nees b y  a 

m aj o r i t y  vote . I n  t h e  absence o f  a n y  other  s a t i sfact o ry 
e x p l anat ion  for the adopt ion of t h i s  innm at ion.  i t  i s  w e l l 
n i g h  i mposs ib le  to a\ o id  t h e  conc l u s i o n  that t h e  ru l in g  party " s  

des i re to funct ion w i thout  a n  Oppo.s i t ion i n  the Legi s l ature 
has  overcome the l ast  ves t ige o f  i t s  democrati c  conscience .  

In  fact .  l\ 1 r  G ur man i .  t he c h i e f  Gm ern ment spokes man 
on the subject .  v i rtual l y  adm i tted the \'al id i ty  of t h i s  charge 
w h e n  he p ro pou n d e d  t h e  n o \  el t h e s i s t h a t  because the  
O p p o s i t i o n  g r o u p s  i n  W e s t  P a k i s t a n  o n l y  e n j o y e d  

· m icroscopic repre..,entat i o n ·  i t  was j u..,t if iab le  to w i pe t h e m  
out  completely .  Thi..,  i s  an extraord i n ary propos i t ion .  F i rs t ,  
e lect ions  are gerrymandered . ba l l ot-boxe.., are f i l led  w i th 
bogus votes.  Oppos i t i o n  \Oters are terrori sed to stay away 
from the pol b: and.  l ater. the · mi c roscopic representat ion · 

gai ned by the Oppo s i t ion part i e s  i s  used as an excuse to 
e l i m inate them altogether by a c heap e lectoral manoeune . I n  
the B i l l  i t s e l f  i t  h ad been sa id  that t h e  system o f  proporti onal  
representat ion could not be accepted becau..,e.  i n  \ iew of the 
smal l  quorum i n\ o l \ ed.  the count ing  woul d  take  a long t ime .  
Durin g  the debate . a number of equa l l y  fantast ic  arg u ments  

were u sed to  bolster up  the Govern me n t ' s  weak case . I t  was  
s a i d .  for e x ample.  that .  .., i nce i n  d i rect e l e c t i o n s  a maj ori ty 

vote was cons i dered good enough. i t  s hou ld  be accepted for 
ind irect e lect ions a l so .  The oh\ ious  fact i s  that .  e \ e n  for 
d i rect e lect ions ,  proport ional  representat ion offers a more 
democra t i c  method.  but  for i nd i rect e lec t ions  o f  the sort 
e n v isaged i n  the B i l l  i t  i s  abso l u te ! :  ind i spensable .  N or can 
t h e  n o \ c l  dec i s i o n  t o  h o l d  the e k c t i o n ..,  d i s t r i c t - w i s e .  

i n troduced pre sumably  to meet t h e  ex i gencies  of the  i ntra
Party �tru ggk.  be regarded a� an i m p rowm e n t :  for it i s  l ikel y  
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to encourage paroc h i a l i s m  and w i l l  a l s o  g ive r ise to the  

strange spectac l e  of s i x  or seven M L A s-a s i m p l e  majority 

of a d i strict ' s  total me mbership-e l ect ing a l arge r  n umber of 

repre se ntat i v e s  to the West Pakistan Asse m b l y .  S ure l y .  t h i s  

certa inty i s  m uc h  w o rse t h a n  t h e  fear e x pre ssed b y  M r  

Gurmani that  eac h M L A would \'ote for h i m se l f: and.  further. 

the danger of dead l oc k s  ari s i n g  i n  d i strict -wise e lect ions i s  

p a l p a b l y  greater than i f  the A s s e m b l y  were to s i t  as o n e  body 

a n d  e l e c t  i t s  repre s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  b a s i s  of a s i n g l e  

transfera b l e  vote . I t  see m s  pla in  that.  g u i ded b y  the e xperience 

of the rece n t  C A  elect ion�.  the Govern ment has overridden 
i mportant democratic consi derat ions in order to avoid the 
i nconvenie nce of fac i n g  an Opposit ion in the West Pakistan 

Leg i s lature .  T h i s  short-s ighted policy depri ves a vast section 

of our people of a voice in orderi ng the ir  affairs.  reduces the 
West Pak i stan Assembly to an obed ient  tool of the rul i ng 

party . and m i l itates against  the de velopment  of a healthy 

d e mocracy i n  Paki stan.  

25 April 1956 

The Crisis Ripens 

The l atest of Paki stan · s many M i ni steri al  crises-the bas ic  

cause of w h ic h  l ies  i n  the unbridgeable  d i fference between 

the n umber of act i ve aspirants to M i n isterial  office i n  the 

ru l i ng gro u p  and the n u m ber and type o f  C a b i n e t  seats 

ava i l ab l e-has r ipened to fu l l  maturi t y .  W i t h  both s ides  

al most  equal l y  confide nt  of u l t i mate v ictory . or at l east w i l l ing 
to r isk t he i r  a l l  i n  the batt l e  rather than accept a truce.  i t  was 

i nevitable that  the cold war shou l d  be intens ified.  We do not  

know yet if  any cor>1pro m i se p l ans were serious ly  mooted at  
Karac h i .  B ut even if  a p atch-up had been poss ib le  at th is  l ate 
stage. what good cou l d  it bring? No one any longer expects 

the West Pakistan Govern ment-no m atter who heads i t-to 
be a b l e  to ful fi l  any of the generous prom i se s  w i t h  which the 
path to i ntegration was sought to be m ade a l i t t l e  easier.  A l l  
that t h e  peop l e  e xpect and de mand i s  that earl y e l ections.  
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conducted honest l y  and fair ly .  shou ld be held. And i t  i s  qui te 
possible that a compromise among the warring factions would 
have made further delay and postponement-. a great deal more 
l i ke ly .  The latest development does not. therefore. come i n  
the place of  some satisfactory a l ternative . I t  w i l l  meet wi th  
publ ic appnwal a lso because i t  may help i n  the long run to 
transport the tussle for power from the arena of fact ional  
bouts to the pol i t i cal stage. and the people may he spared the 
uned ify i n g  -.. pectac l e  of a party permanent ly  sp l i t  i n to 
squabbl i ng gangs of grabbers. The emergence of a new party 
among the West Paki stan MLAs w i l l  al so compel the ditherers 
in their ranks to make up their minds one way or the other. 
and thus e l iminate .  or at least reduce drast ical l y .  the tribe of 
fence-s i tters. who cause a great deal of confus ion because 
their names appear on the supporters · l i sh compi led by both 
contestants .  I t may thus he said that the recent happenings 
certain ly cannot worsen matter-.. whi le  the poss ib i l i ty ex i sts 
that the po l i t i c a l  s i t ua t ion  w i l l  beg i n  to  i mprove . I n  
preparation for the batt les to come. the battered standard of 
the Mus l im  League has been dyed in new colours. However. 
if it is e x pected that  a new ly -drafted.  br igh t l y -pr i n ted 
manife sto can save the Party from wi ther ing away.  the 
gentlemen who guide i ts  affairs are obvious ly  subject to the 
most fantast ic delusions .  In which corner are the Mus l im  
League · s  previous manifestos gathering dust '? How much of 
the " immediate programme·  outl i ned by the Party bosses at 
e \·ery e lection has been implemented duri ng the last  n i ne 
years? I n  fact. the seventy-five-chapter draft manifesto reads .  
fo r  the most part. l i ke a l i st of t h e  M u s l i m  League · s  s i n s  of 

commiss ion .  The only radical ly  new feature of the document 
represents a cheap publ i c i ty-seeking stunt in an attempt to 
steal the Jamaat- i - l s l ami " s  thunder. The M u s l i m  League 
des i res  that " i t  shou ld  he obl igatory for every �' lu s l i m  
candidate for e lect ion t o  any e lect ive body t o  learn. t o  read 
and understand the Holy Quran · and. further. that the Publ i c  
Sen ice Commiss iom should .  1 11 making appointments or  
recomme n d i n g  pro mo t i on '>  to  pos t s  in  Gove rn m e n t  
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departments ,  treat ' in te l l igent understand ing'  of the Holy 
Quran as 'a great merit '  for Muslim candidates. Thi s  i s  not 
only exploitat ion of re l ig ion wi thout al l shame, but the th in  
end of the Fascist wedge which wi l l  a l low some Sanhedrin of 
the Musl im League 's  making to usurp the peop le ' s  right to 
choose their own representatives and judge every man ' s  worth 
and honesty for themse l ve s .  The tw in  proposal s h ave  
absol utely nothing to do  wi th genuine respect for rel i gion or 
in tel l i gent understanding of Ishim ' s  democratic spir i t ;  they 
are a transparent device to regain the Mus l im  League ' s  l ost 
monopoly of power and arm it with a new lever to browbeat 
t he offi c i a l s  by m a k i n g  prom o t i o n s  dependen t  o n  
cons iderations other than those o f  honesty and effic iency
obviously,  in order to be able to misuse the admin i s trative 
machinery for party ends. 

On the other hand,  we have Dr Khan Sahib and h i s  brand 
new Republ ican Party. brought into being because the Musl i m  
League was no l onger prepared t o  tolerate h im a s  Chief 
M i n i s ter .  Thi s  has been done w i t h  the  h e l p  of many 
outstanding veterans of the Musl im  League ' s  fact ional wars 
whose desire for office promptly overcame any party loyalty 
they may ever have possessed. It is, of course, j ust as wel l  
that Dr Khan has abandoned h i s  unorthodox-and rather 
r idiculous-non-party status, which meant that s ince h i s  
posit ion a s  head of  the Government depended on  the good 
w i l l  of the Mus l im League, he had no real authority or 
respons ibi l i ty .  It is strange that he should not have taken th is  
s tep much earlier, instead of inanely preaching that  the people 
should eschew party po l i t ics .  I t  is stranger sti l l  that the 
Republi can Party has been launched wi thout a programme of 
any sort. We presume this fatal deficiency w i l l  be met fair ly 
soon;  but the past reputation of most  of the b u nch of ex

Leaguers who are Dr Khan ' s  col leagues cannot foster the 
hope that the Republ ican Party ' s  programme wi l l  be rad ically  
d ifferen t  from that of the Mus l im League, o r  that the  Musl im 
League type of poli t ical leader w i l l  be part icularly in terested 
in faithful i mp lementati on of any promises that are made. B e  
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that as it may. the process of the new party · s  emergence w i l l  
be watched wi th keen i nterest-in part icu lar for the effect i ts  
formation wi l l  have at the Centre. 

It is i ndeed most grati fying that the leaders of both sides 
are no\\ firmly  committed to al!O\\ ing the West Pakistan 
Legi s l ature-which is schedu led to meet in about three 
weeks-to determine the val id i ty of the c l aims of the two 
r i val s to ru le  the Pro v i nce .  The demand for summary 
dismissal  of the Cabinet and the threat of the Leg i s l ature · s 

disbandment are happ i l y  i n  abeyance-h app i ly .  because. 
whatever the precise constitutional pos i t ion .  ei ther course 
would have left an aftermath of bitterness and created grounds 
for the suspicion that extra-const i tut ional methods were being 
brought i nto use once again .  Parti cu larly i n  v iew of the 
hazardous years which Paki stan has tra\ crsed recen t ly .  i t  i s  
essentia l  that the  constitut ional process should in  no way be 
pen ertcd .  and that a l l  di sputes of this  nature should be 
dec ided i n  s t r ic t  accordance wi th  the Con s t i t u t ion and 
universal l y-accepted democratic com enti ons .  :\o sane person 
can be enamoured of the West Pakistan Leg i s lature or regard 
it as the reposi tory of real  democratic  power: nor do we 
know. or think i t  matters very much.  which s i ck w i l l  gain a 

majority i n  the Legis lature. The important thing for Paki'itan 
today i s  that the l etter and spirit of the  Const i tut ion should be 
safeguarded and protected from v io l : 1 t ion.  That is \\ hy it i s  
absolute ly  necessary to ensure that .  i n  the  forthcoming 
scramble for votes. the  executive machinery of  the  State must 
let the electorate completely alone. Recent l y .  there have been 
al legat ions .  r igh t or wrong.  of offic ia l  interference in pure ly  

pol it ical  matters . C iv i l  servants .  pol ice officers. and even the 
Governor and the Head nf the State . h a\ e been accused of 
taking s ides i n  group or party pol i t ics .  Any action or uttc:'rance 
which e\'en savours of such intc'rference must scrupu lous ly  
be avoided by al l concerned . And.  last l :- . i t  i s  a l ' s < l l utely 
essential that a firm date must  be set for the General E iect ion .  
for a s  long a s  country-\\ ide elect ions are not held the danger 
wi l l  pers i st t hat .  the Il e' \\  Cons t i tu t ion not\\ i t h standing: .  
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Pakistan may be revis i ted hy the uncertainty and despondency 
born of the  danger of democracy being thro t t l ed .  The 
administrat ive side of the task can and must  be completed 
within the next few months. And if the Provincial Legis latures 
cannot be expected to p l ay their part expedi t ious ly ,  the 
N at i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  s h o u l d .  t h rough  a c o n s t i t u t i on a l  
amendment, make provis ion for the General Election t o  be 
he ld by the fal l  of this year. so that the country is able to face 
1 95 7  wi th hope and confidence. 

31  August 1 956 

The Political Scene 

The promi se that the confu s ion which  h a s  for so long  
dom inated the  poli t ica l  scene in  Pakistan wou ld  soon be 
d i spe l led has. once again ,  fai led to reach the stage of 
ful fi lment. A depressi ng m urk sti l l  obscures the path that 
would al low the people to redeem in fu l l  their  democratic 
r i gh t s .  h e l p  t h e m  t o  b a n i s h  u n p r i n c i p l ed p o l i t i c a l 
manoeuvring. and c reate condit ions for the emergence of 
efficient and stahle governments, subject to the popular w i l l  
and  both unable and unwi l l i ng to flout  t he  spir i t  of  the 
Constitution by del iberate d i stort ion of the l etter of the l aw .  
A l i t t le  over a month ago. the  Prime Min ister solemnly told 
the country that he would in the very near future announce a 
policy and programme,  and,  ei ther in  order to persuade the 
Coal i t ion Party to accept his l ine  of action or as evidence of 
his seriousness. he broadly hinted at the poss ibi li ty of h i s  
re s ign ing office and even of u s i ng  strong-arm methods. 
Reports from Karachi show that after one month of cogitat ion 
the promised programme had shrive l led i nto a prosaic  
c atalogue of the m a i n  prob lems fac i n g  t h e  country ,  n amel y ,  

the food shortage. the seasonal danger of floods, and the 
necessity of holding early elections. A l l  this is reall y  nothing 
new; nor could i t  ever have l ed to disagreement wi th i n  the 
party .  Sure ly ,  there could be no question of anyone opposing 
the dec laration that the problem of floods should be tackled 
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or that the food shortage should be remedied: and the need 
for hold ing e lections as early as possible could hardly be 
discounted pub l ic ly . Quite obv ious ly .  no question of policy 
was al lowed to dis turb the gentlemen who joined the Coalition 
Party meeting or the fact ional confabulat ions that preceded 
and fol l owed it. They dealt mainly wi th the problem nearest 
the ir hearts .  namely .  the question of who should occupy which 
Min i sterial chair. On th is  plane the Prime Min i ster 's p lan of 
action was certain ly a great success :  he has obtained the 
support of a majority of M Ps and w i l l  nmv be able to continue 
in  office. I t  does not seem to matter \ cry much that his own 
party has v i rtual ly  repudiated his l eadership .  or that the very 
base of the two-party Coal i t ion has cracked: for those \\ ho s i t  
at  the top of Pak i stan ' s  pol i t ical structure seem to have  
acquired a hard epidermis  that i s  immune to barbs and arrows 
of indigenous make . It i s  also rather odd that .  w i thout any 
prev ious d i scuss ion .  the newly-formed Repub l ican group 
should cons ider i tself to be a part of the Coal i t ion Party. 
However. even if the Prime '.v1 in i ster feels  that it is no l onger 
necessary for h im to threaten his supporters with a po l i t ical 
programme. he should at least try to end the confusion that 
he has helped to create ,  e i ther by obtai n ing h i s  part) · s  
sanction for h i s  present role. or by join ing them i n  their  mood 
of s u l k i n g  se l f-p i ty  and forced s e l f-abnegat i on .  or by 
becoming  a member of the party on whose support h i s  
continuance i n  office n o w  depends. 

The poli t ical mess at the Centre has been accompanied 
by strange happenings in  the Provinces. particu larly in the 
eastern wing. The Uni ted Front Party has been persuaded to 
ask the Sarkar Cabinet to do the proper thing and res ign.  but 
on l y  after a great deal of unnecessary de la: . which natura l l y  
gave rise to doubts and m isgivi ngs i n  the pub l ic  m ind about 
the i ntentions of those in authority .  If the party direct ive i s  
not overtaken by  some unexpected deve lopment. thL' East 
Bengal Chief Min i ster w i l l  have performed an act of s ingul ar 
serv ice to the country by at l ast walk ing out of an office to 
which he had forfe ited al l c laims .  While the party has acted 



Democracy or Legalised Dictatorship? 

correc t l y ,  fa l lac ious at tempts  to j u s t i fy the u nj u st i fi ed  
prorogat ion of the  Provincial Legi s lature by the  Governor, 
and its view that Mr S arkar should have been allowed to 
d isband the Assembly,  are completely untenable .  These trends 
reveal that a few months of power have reduced the United 
Front-which once stood p ledged to a twenty-one-poin t  
programme based o n  the people · s demands-to a coterie of 
office-greedy pol i t icians .  in no way better than those whom 
they had ousted wi th such hope fu l  success .  It is utterly 
r idiculous to demand that the United Front rump should be 
a l lowed to retain office without at any stage hav ing been able 
to secure the support of a majority in the Provincial Assembly.  
I t  is  equal ly inane to suggest that Mr Sarkar could properly 
ask for the Legis lature ' s  dissolut ion wi thout once having 
obtained a vote of confide111:: e  and without the guarantee that 
new e lections would be held w i thin a few weeks or  months .  
I t  is  perfect ly c lear  that the Centra l  Governmen t ' s  latest 
dec is ion on the East Bengal crisis was the only one poss ible 
in  the c i rcumstances .  wi thout violating elementary democratic 
propriety. and we would  l ike to hope that the East Bengal 
Governor wil l  be asked-as �lion as is possible after the 
cert ifi cation of the budget for a brief in terim period-to cal l 
upon the Opposition leaders to form a new Ministry. Every 
step must be taken to ensure that the United Front i n  i ts  
frustration does not create a cris is which would deprive East 
B e n ga l  of an  opport u n i t y  of be i ng  governed  by t h e  
Legis lature. 

West Pakistan has been comparatively calm in  recent 
months .  s ince the ProY inc ia l  Leg i s l ature was hurri ed ly  
adjourned; nevertheless, the s i tuation in  t h i s  w ing  i s  by  no  
means sati �factory. The rul ing party has gathered around it a 
quaint conglomeration of office-hunters: and to ensure that i t  
can retain i t s  present s trength , Min isterial posts are being 
created and distri buted wi th an abandon that certain l y  equals 
the Mus l im League leaders ' disregard of the l imi t s  imposed 
by ordinary democratic decency .  Nor, on the other hand, i s  
there any sign to indicate that the Mus l im League leaders 
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have learnt a lesson from the debacle they have had to face i n  
West Pakistan and at the Centre. Deserted by the bulk of  i ts 
adherents.  the attenuated party seeks to rebui ld itself by the 
use of empty s logan-mongering and cheap chauv inism. These 
tactics are unl i ke ly to lead to its resusci tation , but i f, by some 
freak c i rcumstance. the Mus l im League returns to power. the 
people can expect no better results than those to which they 
were vict im during the l ong period when this party enjoyed a 
complete monopoly  of pol i t ical authori ty in the country. In 
these circumstances. i t  becomes even more urgent ly necessary 
for the Central Government and the Nat ional Assembly to 
g ive serious thought to their primary responsibi l i ty to the 
country, namely. the holding of our first General Elections. 
Unless free e lections can be held in the very near future. the 
polit ical scene is l ikel y  to acquire even darker hues .  and there 
is a possib i l i ty  that the people. groping to find a way out of 
the chronic crises. may seek to employ unorthodox methods 
which in  the l ong  run are bound to harm the country. The 
authorities must therefore. l ay down a defini te schedule for 
a l l  stages of the General Elect ions and demand that the 
Provincial Governments adhere to it. At the same t ime.  every 
honest  pol i t i cal party shou ld  support t h i s  demand and 
mobil i se suffic ier1t pol i t ical pressure to make i t  impossible 
for any Government to postpone or by-pass the elections. 
The holding of these elections may not provide a panacea for 
a l l  the country ' s  i l l s .  but there can be no doubt that it i s  an 
essential first step towards a cure. 

IO September 1 956 

Prime Minister 's Resignation 

The Prime Minister ' s  decis ion to quit the Mus l im League. 
and to resign the high office he has held during recent months 
on the strength of pol i t ical part ies other than his own. fol lows 
ineYitably from the fact ional c lash in  the West Pakistan 
arena-which gaw birth to the ru l ing Republ i ca n  Pa1'ty and 
also deprived the \1us l im League ot its dominant position at 
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the Centre. A lthough Mr Mohammed A l i  tried very hard to 
ensure that the debacle  in  Lahore should not upset the del icate 
po l i t ica l  arrangement at K arach i ,  it was c lear  from the 
beginning that the change he feared could not be put off for 
very l ong. The Republ icans have. of course. always decl ared 
that  they wou ld  s tand by Mr Mohammad A l i ,  but the  
prominent unemployed among the  Republ ican MCAs soon 
began to suggest that they should he gi ven their due share of 
the spoi l s .  However. i t  was the Mus l im League rump in t he 
Nat iona l  Assembly  who forced the i ssue .  Reduced to a 
powerless group. these gentlemen made i t  perfect ly p l ain that 
they were not prepared to act as the fifth wheel of the 
Coal i t ion. They expected Mr Mohammed Ali to funct ion as a 
Mus l im Leaguer and accept the party ' s  dictates, whi le he 
wanted the group to l ie low and support him on a l l  issues.  
Not unnatura l ly .  therefore. h is  relat ions with the party of 
which he was Leader were increas ingly marked hy  a mutual 
l ack of confidence and respect . A break had for some t ime 
been imminent. I t  wa:-- precipi tated by Mr Mohammed A l i ' s  
refusal to attend the meet ing o f  \l u s i i m  League MCAs and 
the i r  re fusa l  to at tend the Coal i t ion Party meet ing .  He 
indicated thereby h i �  preference for the l c�tdershi p  of what 
had virtua l ly become a ne\\ Coali t ion Party .  rather than that 
of a group of frustrated and disgruntled pol i t ical leaders who 
cou ld  offer him only their company in the w i lderness-a 
career of wandering without a rea l i st ic sense of direction. 
and therefore w ithout encl and without hope. 

Mr Mohammed A l i  ha\, of course. acted right l y  in 
re s i g n i n g  h i s  offi ce . even  though  the manner  of i t s  
announcement indicates that the step has been taken primari ly 
to avoid  being cal led a turn-coat, and to prepare the way for 
h i s  resumption of the Prime lVl i n i s tersh ip  under a new label
with some dignity and on a more secure basis .  Be that as i t  
may, the group o f  Mus l im League leaders who are arrayed 
against him today are hard ly in a posit ion to arraign h im.  
Men who do not  seem to  have any but a primeval  l oyalty to  
the i r  own interests or  those of  some narrow fact ion accuse 
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the Prime M inister of being disl oyal to what is left of h i s  
party and of  sacri fic ing h is  princip les  to satisfy an  excessive 
attachment to office .  But  who w i l l  throw the first stone at Mr 
Mohammed Ali? Mr Daultana? Mr Khuhro? Or Mr  Abdul 
Qaiyum Khan ? These are names which, in the public  mind .  
no longer mere ly  s ignify individuals:  much more do they 
stand for the \\ orst  e v i l s  i n  our pol i t i ca l  S )  stem-the 
de l i be ra te  perYer s ion  of e l e c t i o n s .  corrup t i on  of t h e  
admin i<, tration t o  serve part i san ends. ruth less repre ss ion . 
in trigue and dupl ic ity without l im i t .  The charges framed by 
the gen t l emen of the Mus l im  League-because of the i r  
authorship-are not  l ike ly to  be endorsed by any publ ic j ury 
in Paki stan. Mr Mohammed A l i  w i l l .  however. have to face 
the cri t ica l  j udgment of the people on differen t  grounds. and 
he has not qual ified h imse lf  to expect any great l eniency .  The 
people see that. despite a l l  the promises that he has been 
making. there is l i t t le to show that nis p ledges are anything 
more than sops to publ ic opinion .  and they see no reason 
\vhy his fai lure to fu lfi l  them. or even to make a determined 
attempt to do so. should be condoned. 

What has taken p lace so far is the resu l t  only of the 
impact of the pol i t ical  change in  the western wing. Recent 
developments in  East Pakistan are a lso certain to affect the 
pattern of the Central Government .  Thus.  if Mr Mohammed 
A l i  is  cal led upon to head a new Cabinet .  as  appears more 
than l ike ly .  he w i l l  not be abl e  to offer any guarantee of 
stabi l i ty at the Centre . Wi th the instal l at ion of the new 
M i n i stry i n  East  Pak i stan.  po l i t i ca l  power w i l l  t end to 
gra\· i tate towards the Awami League . When the effects of 

this shift reach Karachi .  i t  wi l l  necessitate further Cab inet 
changes. In any case. whether the present set-up is maintained. 
or the A wami League i s  brought into the Central Coal i t ion
\vith or wi thout the withdra\\ al of the Lni ted Front-the 
chances are that the ba lance at the Centre w i l l  remain 
precarious and the Min i stry ' s  l i fe wi l l  ahvays be in suffic ient 
danger to prov ide cause for i t s  de\'Clt ion of the bulk of i t s  
t ime and energy to measures moti\·ated main ly  by the desire 
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to prolong i t s  ex istence. From every conceivable point of 
view, therefore, it is absolutely essential that the country 
should be saved from the present pol i t ical drift; and it i s  
equall y  plain that the only way to  ach ieve th i s  i s  to hold 
Paki stan ' s  first General E lection without any further delay, 
so that the democratic forces can assert themselves, try to 
steer away from the dangers we have known, and set course 
for the ach ievement of national objectives which everyone 
seems to recogni se but so few work to implement. 

1 2  September 1956 

Shift at the Centre 

The polit ical scene at the Centre has undergone one of the 
u sual kaleidoscopic shifts .  Contrary to general expectations ,  
which were p artl y  c onfirmed by the carefu l l y  drafted 
statement accompanying h i s  res ignation,  Mr  Mohammed A l i  
has dec l ined to accept the responsib i l i ty o f  try ing t o  form a 
new Cabinet; and the task has, l ogical ly ,  been entrusted to 
the Leader of the Opposit ion. Mr Mohammed Al i  has so far 
given no reason for his  refusal to continue in  office despite 
the fact that-as has again been stressed by him and by the 
President-he sti l l  enjoys the support of a majority in  the 
National Assembly.  The majority support avai lable to Mr 
Mohammed A l i  could no t ,  however, be regarded .  on real i s t ic 
reckoning, as a factor that promised a reasonable measure of 
permanence-even judging by the standards set by Pakistan ' s  
quick-change pol i t ic ians .  The remnants o f  the Uni ted Front, 
having lost control of thei r  base in East Bengal , were 
obviously c l inging to Mr Mohammed A l i  in  the hope that he 
would remain in office and thus allow them to do so also. 
Their support could h ave been w ithdrawn at any stage if  

another candidate for the Premiership offered them a longer 
lease of l ife in the Government. The Republ icans, p iqued by 
Mr Mohammed A l i ' s  prolonged d i l ly -dal ly ing over the 
question of jo ining their Party ,  were beginning to tug at the 
strings which had kept them on h i s  side, and many of the 
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veterans in their ranks had begun to think loudly in terms of 
rep lac ing h im.  They might  wel l  have done so as soon as t hey 
were able to agree on the replacement .  I t  i s  obvious that Mr 
Mohammed Al i .  if  he had continued in  office. would in  effect 
have been a puppet Prime Min ister. without any firm pol it ical 
strength of his own and dependent entire ly  on the support of 
groups brought together almost by accident in an a l l iance of 
convenience. He has. therefore. acted wisely in refusing to 
become the t i tu l ar head of a Cabinet  composed of the 
representat ives of parties which owed h im no al leg iance. Mr 
M ohammed Al i  · s  dec i s i on i s  a l so  we l come because i t  
provides a rare example of a Pakistani pol i t ician resigning 
his high office on grounds of pol i t ical propriety.  i nstead of 
unleashing a campaign of intrigue to save his  posit ion. or 
waiting pathetical l y  to be hounded out. 

The l atest tum of events at Karachi marks the total ec l ipse 
of the Mus l im League-for the first t ime s ince the b irth of 
Pakistan. This deve l opment is bound to have far-reaching 
effects on the future of our country and. therefore. deserves 
the most careful analys is .  For the present. however, we w i l l  
examine the more immediate consequences of  the change 
that has taken p lace and the manner in  which it i s  l ike ly to 
affect the people .  The satisfact ion that most people w i l l  fee l  
a t  the severance from our body pol i t ic of  the paras i tic  growth 
which was once recognised as the main national party cannot 
be whol l y  free of anxiety for the future .  The very first 
question i s  whether Mr H. S .  Suhrawardy can give the country 
a stable Government .  In the pure ly  arithmetical sense , th is  
depends on the a l l i ances that the Awami League leader i s  
able to make in the  Nat ional Assembly . . .  Bu t  even if he  
obtains a c lear majority-and i t  seems more than l i ke ly  that 
he w i l l  be able to coalesce with the Republ icans and muster 
sufficient strength in  the l'\ational Assembly-it i s  doubtfu l 
whether such an a l l iance would be able  to rid the Government 
completely of the ev i l s  of the pa�t. The pol i t ical difficu lt ies 
involved are fairly wel l  known . The Republican Party ,  for 
example .  has yet  to e\ olve a programme of any �ort. and i t s  
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personne l ,  cons1stmg mainly of former Mus l im Leaguers, 
does not encourage extravagant hopes of anything worthwhi le 
emerging from the collective intellectual endeavour of the 
party bosses .  The Awam i League ' s  own programme i s  
reasonable enough, but, apart from the shortcom i ng that i ts 
detailed provi sions rel ate mostly to East Pakistan, the fact 
that M r  Suhrawardy, when he was last i n  office, showed 
cons iderable ind i fference both to h i s  Party and to i t s  
programme by  i t se l f  cons t i t utes a ser ious  uncerta inty .  
However, the people ' s  expectations have been bel ied so often 
during the last n ine years that they are not in a mood to 
demand or expect too much. They wi l l  be quite wi l l ing to 
treat Mr Suhrawardy ' s  Cabinet as an interim arrangement-a 
regime that need not introduce any start l ing changes to justify 
i ts existence. They will be reasonably happy if it can refrain 
from adding to the existing chaos in Pakistan ' s  affairs, and, 
what is by far the most important of al l  current i ssues, if i t  
can give the country i t s  first General Election wi th in  twelve 
months and ensure that the e lect ion is not r i gged and 
gerrymandered. Whi le there are a number of other important 
matters to be dealt with,  the problem of allowing a genuinely 
democrat i c  se t -up  to be e st ab l i shed w i l l  p rov i de M r  
S uhrawardy with h i s  first and most crucial test. 

14  September 1 956 

Old Promises Renewed 

Mr H .S . Suhrawardy 's  first major pol icy statement has too 
fami liar a ring to evoke any great enthusiasm among the 
people. In a speech replete with worn-out p latitudes, the new 
Prime Mini ster has merely presented a l i s t  of the problems 
that confront the country and declared-in the m anner of 
each one of his predecessors and in s imi lar words-that the 
new Government would do i ts best to tackle these problems 
w ith all possible speed. The tasks outl ined by Mr S uhrawardy 
inc lude c leans ing of the admini strat ion ,  e l im in at ion of  
corruption, holding of  General E lections as soon as possible 
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and w i thout offic ia l  interference. speedy reset t l ement of the 

refugee s, t ry ing earnest ly  to secure a satisfactory sol ut i on of 

the Kashmi r  dispute and to promote friendl y  rel ations w ith 

India, estab l ishment of complete unity bet ween East and West 

Pak istan. and so on.  These questions undoubte d l y  de serve 
the highest priori ty .  B ut it is strange that \fr S u hrawardy did  

not  deal  i n  det a i l  \\ i th  any one of the many issues he touched 

upon or say anyth ing new or t angible  with regard to them.  
Admit t ing that h i s  speech sounded rathe r tri te .  h e  sa id  in 

explanation that al l  part ies  make more or less the same 

promises and that the d i fference l ies  in implementation of the 

programme. Thi s  h a l f- truth c annot easi ly be accepted. but if 

i t  were it  woul d  mean that the new Government has no new 

objectives and that the people should suspend their judgement 

unt i l  they c an j udge i ts  abi l i t y  to ensure that the old p ledges 

are ful l y  honoured .  

The pre sent Government ' s  main  task  is  to ensure that the  

General E lection is  h e l d  w i thout  avoidable del ay ,  and i n  an 

a t m o s p here of c o m p l e t e  fre e d o m .  In t h i s  reg ard M r  

S uhrawardy said that so l i tt l e  h ad h i therto been done towards 

the preparations for hold ing the e lectoral contest that it woul d  

b e  impossib le  t o  h onour M r  Mohammed A l i ' s  pledge t h at the 

country wou l d  go to the poll s  i n  February or M arch 1 95 7 .  
Th i s  asserti on c annot b e  contested, b u t  t h e  people woul d  have 

been gratifi e d  i f  M r  S u hrawardy had p roceeded to set a 
real ist ic t arget-date for the e lection . Further. w h i l e  welcoming 
his  rei teration of the assurance that offi c i a l  interference w i th 

the e l ec tion w i l l  not be a l lowed. the peopl e  had a right to 

e x p e c t  t h at M r  S uh ra w ardy w o u l d  g i v e  a c at e g o r i c a l  
assurance that the S afety Laws would  not b e  used against 
pol i t ica l  parties  and their  adherents .  I t  woul d  a l so have been 
heartening to hear of the new Go\'ernmen t '  s determ i n ation to 
take up serious ly  the quest ion of the v arious other curbs on 

c i v i l  l iberties  i l legal ly enforced by the pol ice .  and to fu l l y  
probe the grave crimes al legedly committed b y  the custodians 
of the l aw i n  K arac h i  and else where . I t  w i l l  a l so be noted 
with dismay that.  whereas the Pri me M i n ister has l i sted a 
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n u m ber  of measures for expand ing and re-organis ing 
agricul ture and i ncreasing agricu ltural product ion ,  he has  
made no mention of  the  urgent need for agrarian reforms
an i s sue  t ha t  fi gures  p ro m i ne n t l y  i n  h i s  par ty ' s  
twenty-one-point  programme.  Last l y ,  Mr S uhrawardy ' s  
reference to the country ' s  foreign pol icy w i l l  be widely 
regre tted by  those who are aware of the weakness of 
Pakis tan' s  position on certain international issues, and have 
noticed the mess created by the inept handling of the Suez 
dispute. Presumably  in  great haste to assure the world that 
his stand i s  d ifferent from that of the Awami League, Mr 
Suhrawardy has p ledged h imself to protect and safeguard all 
t h e  pact s and  agreemen t s  m ade by t he  prev i o u s  
Governments-not because h e  regards h i s  Government t o  be 
an interim regime, or because he does not have sufficient 
t ime to in i t iate major pol i cy  changes.  but because he thinks 
Pakistan should al ly i tself to the free democracies .  How is 
the Prime Min ister going to fol low a policy of 'good wi l l  
towards a l l  and mal ice  towards none ' if h i s  Government 
remains true to pacts which t ie Paki stan to one power bloc in  
the Cold War? And in rel at ion to the al l iance wi th the so
cal led free democracies,  what wi l l  the new Governmen t ' s  
atti tude b e  towards the Suez d i spute, o r  the French war in 
A lgeria, or the n umerous other confl icts between the 'free' 
democracies and the As ian and African peoples struggl ing 
for their nat ional freedom? 

These and a host of other important questions require 
c lear-cut answers from the new Government, if it i s  not to 
share the obloquy that attaches to the regimes that have gone 
before i t .  Un less  a more rat iona l  stand is taken by Mr 
Suhrawardy and h i s  col leagues on the  various questions of 
fore ign and domestic pol icies that w i l l  come up before them. 
we fear that the hopes roused by h is  ascent to the highest 
poli t ical office in  the land w i l l  begin to dissipate, whi le the 
public misgivings-created by the ease with which he can 
somet imes ignore his party ' s  programme-w i l l  tend to 
deepen. 
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22 March 1957 

West Pakistan's Crisis 

The denouement of the polit ical drama-played out mostly 
beh ind  the scenes-that  has engaged West Pak i s t an ' s  
attention i n  recent months wi l l  be deeply  dep lored by those 
who respect the Consti tution in  both letter and spirit. and 
who believe that in  the l ong run the employment of strong
arm methods usually creates more difficult ies than it can ever 
resolve. Belying the fond hope that the adoption of the new 
Constitution would help to inculcate a new attitude among 
those who hold the reins of power, the hand of h igh authority 
has, once again .  interfered with the normal democratic process 
to deal wi th a polit ical crisis which would otherwise have led 
to the d iscomfi ture of the rul ing party. By invoking the 
emergency provis ions of the Consti tution and suspending the 
Legislature. the Pres ident has prevented the creation of a 
happy precedent-that a Legislature should be allowed to 
vote a Min istry out of power. instead of e i ther the Legis lature 
or the Mini stry being sacked. The Proclamation i s  s i lent on 
the reasons which prompted the Governor and the Pres ident 
to reach the conclus ion that the Government of the Province 
of West Pakistan ' cannot be carried on in  accordance with 
the provi sions of the Consti tut ion · .  In  view of the Musl im 
League · ,  •_mcontested claim to a clear majority in the House. 
and the Republican Mini sters · unambiguous threat that the 
Assembly would be di ssolved if they lost their majority, it i s  
d ifficu l t  to  avoid  the conclus ion that t h e  gubernatorial 
in i t iative and the Presiden t ' s  drastic  step were taken in order 
to save the Republ ican Ministry from a defeat made certain 
by l arge-scale defections from its ranks.  

I n  t h e  background  of the p resen t  cr i s i s  l i e  the  
undemoc rat i c  me thods  u s e d  to  create One  U n i t .  t h e  
unorthodox manner in  which i t s  first Cabinet and Legi s lature 
were formed. and the continuous. unrelenting struggle for 
power which has engaged the main pol i tical groups, and 
which cu lminated in the Musl im League ' s  break w i th Dr 
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Khan ' s  Cabinet and the formation of the Republ ican Party. 
The war of nerves has continued since then, and the methods 
used by both sides have kept a l ive the traditi ons  of i ntrigue 
and chicanery, pressure and b lackmail ,  establ ished during the 
fact ional squabbles  of Mus l im League leaders-with one 
notable exception, namely ,  that, unlike certain former Musl im 
League Chief Ministers, the West Pakistan Chief Mini ster, 
has not so far invented criminal conspiracies to put away h i s  
opponents . The people have wi tnessed the strange spectac l e  
of  those who  swore undying opposit ion to  One Unit, who 
were dismissed from h igh office because of their refusal to 
bend their knee before Central orders, soon becoming its 
chief defenders. And those who were i ts main archi tects, who 
delved deep into h i story in order to develop the thesis that 
One Uni t  was the cu lmination of a h istorical process of 
thousands of years, who greedi ly  grabbed the seats of power 
from the ousted opponents of One Unit ,  are now the p lan ' s  
chief critics-and on the bas is  of their opposi t ion t o  One 
Un i t  have succeeded in securing a m ajority against  the 
R e p u b l i c a n  Par t y .  I t  i s  p l a i n  t ha t  a l l  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
manoeuvring, the unashamed somersaults, the unprincipled 
shift from one party to another and from one policy to 
another, is motivated most ly by an i nsatiable lust for power. 

Whi le we hold no brief for the Musl im League and often 
strongl y  oppose i ts  pol ic ies and tact ics,  it needs to be c learly 
stated that Dr Khan Sah ib ' s  present posit ion is absolutely 
untenable .  I t  w i l l  be recal led that in Apri l  l ast year the 
Republican Party Leader had dec lared publicly that, whereas 
he had the constitut ional right to do so, he wou ld  never 
recommend d issolution of the Provinc ial Legis lature because, 
i n  the absence of necessary preparat ions,  new elect ions could 
not be held quickly. He  further said i n  a broadcast early this 
year that he would res ign from office whenever he l ost 
support of the majority in  the Legis lature. Faced with defeat, 
Dr Khan has apparently changed h i s  opinion on both counts. 
Dr K h an acc uses  t he  M u s l i m  League of br ibery and 
corruption, and justifies his advice to the Governor in favour 
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of dissolut ion by saying that the Assembly is unfit to rul e  the 
Prov ince .  He conven ient ly  forget s  that the methods that 
Republican stalwarts have used to gain or retain the support 
of M LAs were no different from those of the Musl im League. 
N or can it be argued that the Assembly is a representative 
body only when a majority of its membership votes for Dr 
Khan Sahib. and that i t  becomes a useless body when, i n  
exercise of i ts  constitut ional rights, i t  seeks t o  replace the 
Republ ican brand of Min i sters. We are also reminded of M r  
H . S .  S uhrawardy ' s  s t at emen t  w h e n  t h e  Eas t  Pak i s t an  
A ssembly was  th reatened w i th d i s so l u t ion i n  somewhat 
s imi lar c i rcumstances; he declared then that di ssolut ion of 
the Assembly would be a betrayal of the Constitution. because 
the advice of a Chief Min i ster who has lost the Assembly ' s  
support i s  not worthy of cons iderat ion ,  and that when a 
M i n i stry l oses  the  confi dence of the House .  i t  i s  the  
Governor' s  duty to ca l l  upon the Leader of  the  Opposit ion to 
form a Mini stry. How does the Prime M in i ster justi fy the 
action taken in West Pakistan '? 

I n  these c i rcumstances, the best way out of the present 
cris is i s  that the Pres ident ' s  Proclamation should be revoked 
and the Legi s l at i ve Assembly  re stored w i thout  de l ay
irrespect ive of whether it spawns a Republ ican or Musli m  
League Min istry . Despite i ts unrepresentat ive character and 
the tende;icy of its main groups to ignore both scruples and 
principles.  persons responsible to the Assembly  have a greater 
right to ru le the Province than the nominees of one or two 
indiv iduals .  It should, however. also be rea lized that th i s  
Assembly ,  w i th i ts large percentage of  pol i tical  tricksters, 
w i l l  always breed factional ism and intrigues and instab i l i ty .  
I t  i s  necessary, therefore . that e lections should be he ld as 
soon as possible .  It i s  extraordinary that since Paki stan was 
created, whenever a poli tical party succ:eeds i n  capturing the 
c i tadel of power. it does everyth ing possible to avoid facing 
the  electorate. The present ru l ing parties are certain ly no  
exception.  I t  w i l l  be  remembered that. early i n  1 956, the 
West Pakistan Chief Min i ster gave a categorical assurance 
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that new elections would be held in  the Province by the end 
of that year. Now he prefers not to mention any target-date. 
S im i l arly .  the longer Mr Suhrawardy remains in office. the 
more vague become h i s  references to an election t ime-table .  
Thi s  by-passing of the people ,  apparently because of our 
leaders · lack of faith in themselves. has been the bane of 
Pakis tan · s  pol i t ics .  If, therefore, th is  d i sgusting merry-go
round is to encl ,  the higher authorit ies in Pakistan must make 
up their m inds to a l low the people to vote the i r  rulers into 
power. And this can mean noth ing besides new elections on 
the basis of  adul t  franchise .  No spurious substitute. l ike  the 
so-cal led One Unit elections .  where e lectoral col leges of a l l  
types--with a lack of democratic sanction their on ly common 
feature-were made to return a motley crowd of men to form 
a Legis lature which has been ru l ing the Prov ince i n  the name 
of the people wi th whom it has no real connect ion,  wi l l  be 
acceptable to the people.  Early democratic elections offer the 
only hope of Pak istan ' s  redemption ; all other paths can on l y  
help to take us  deepn into the jungle o f  authoritarian i sm. 

25 March 1 957 

The Democratic Path 

It w i l l  genera l ly  be agreed that among the nat ional  i ssues 
refeJTed to in the speeches of State dignitaries on the occas ion 
of the first anniversary of the Republ ic .  the most i mportant 
prob lem fac ing  the country is that  of estab l i sh ing fu l l  
democracy and ensuring i ts smooth working. The Presi dent, 
in his broadcast to the nation, drew pointed attention to the 
m a l a i s e  refl ec ted  i n  the · pecu l i ar work i n g  of o u r  
par l i amentary s ys tem · :  h e  expressed the v i e w  that the 
appl i cation of the B r i t i sh  system of governance to our 
condit ions had created a s i tuation in  which ' Min i sters when 
i n  power had to devote the i r  i ngenu i ty  to keeping  the 
par l i amentarians happy even at  the cost of the e lementary 
requ irements of admin i strat ion ' .  Cal ling upon the people to 
give their serious consideration to the task of remedying th i s  
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s ituat ion.  the Pres ident suggested that the Americ an system 
of adm i n i strat i on should be studied by the people because i t  
m i ght ,  wi th  neces sary modifications .  pron.· m ore su i table t o  
cond i t ion s  i n  Pak i stan .  

We wou l d  submit  that the root cause  of the m a l ady 
affl ic t ing P ak i st an does not stem from any inherent d i fficul t ies  
i n  the  s y stem of dem ocracy we have a dopted :  i t  ari ses 
p r i m ar i l y  from t h e  fa c t  t h a t t h o s e c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d  
consti tut ional  pnw i s ions which seek t o  en sure i h  democrat i c  
funct ioning ha\ e t o o  ofti:n been bypassed a n  c l  ignored. The 
problem i n  P ak i stan is not that the Leg i s l ature e xerc i s e s  too 
much control over the Execut ive:  it  i s  that the Execut ive 
exerc ises too m uc h  control over the Legis l ature . and. even 
m ore ..,o .  that the e lectorate i s  al lowed to exerc i �c hard l y  any 
control over e i t her the Execut ive or the Legi sl at u re .  If ful l 
fledged democracy i s  estab l i shed in  Pak i stan.  if e lect ions are 
held regu l arly and in accordance w i th a p l a n  \\ h i ch guarantees 
that  they reflect  the unfettered \\ i l l  of the peop l e .  there is no 
reason why the wor\I features of the pre sent  pol i t i ca l  s i tuation 
s h o u l d  not b e  e l i m i n a te d .  When M L A s  are t' l e cted by 
u n re p re s e n t a t i v e  e k c t o r a l  c o l l e g n .  w h e n  a J Ll l1 l lH 

adm i n i s t r a t i v e o ff i c e r  c an v i rt u a l l y  n n m i n a t e  a d o z e n  
' representat ives o f  the peop le · .  o r  a majority o f  t h e  members 
of a d e fu n c t  L e g i s l a t u re fro m t' a c h  d i s t r i c t  c an e l e c t  
themse l ves and a few extras t o  the n e w  A s sembl y .  i t  i s  
certai n l y  not surpri s ing that normal democ rat ic ' �! l  ue<> are 
completely d i sregarded .  We bd i e\'e that by i tse lf  no c h an ge 
i n  the pol i t ica l  sy stem w i l l  bring about the desired reform : 
w hat  we req u i re far mon: u rgent ly  i" a genuine change in the 

att i t ude of those respon s i b l e  for \\ Ork i n g  the c- x i , t i n g l a\\ S .  so 
t hat the people are giYen the opport u rn t y  to rid our p > i l i t i c a l  
l ife o f  e lements who deHite t il e m s e h t' '> to the pur� u i t  of 
persona l  or fact i onal  ends .  

The Prime M i n i ster. in  a Republ ic  Day me-, -,age . a lso 
touched upon the problem of democracy i n  Pak i stan :  but  h i '.->  
v iews o n  the subject seem t o  e n  o n  the s i de o f  c ,1 , > 1 p l acency. 
He cl aimed that the · ve i l  of fru stration · had been l ifted from 
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the people ,  and that h i s  Government had done its utmost to 
uphold democratic conventions and institutions. When-in 
direc t  contradict ion of the v iew expressed by the Prime 
Min ister in  rel ation to  East Pakistan-the Constitution stands 
suspended in West Paki stan, the people are l ikely to regard h i s  
c la im with a certain measure of  scepticism . Natural ly .  Mr 
Suhrawardy ' s  pol icy statements w i l l  be judged in terms of the 
act ion that is taken by the Centre to overcome the West 
Pakistan crisis .  Further. and this i s  of crucial significance, the 
Prime Minister has. once again .  set a tentative target-date for 
Pakistan 's  first General Election. If the Government can really 
guarantee that the country wil l  be al lowed to go to the poll s  
within twelve months,  whatever the fai l ings o f  the present 
Coal ition Government. the people wi l l  undoubtedly acclaim it 
for this essential act of service to democratic ideals. A nd while 
there has not so far been much evidence of agitated activity to 
subs tan t i ate the Pri me M i n i s t er ' s  s ta temen t  t h at the  
Government was ' strain i ng every nerve'  to hold the  e lection as 
soon as practicable. the people wi l l  l ook forward to an honest 
effort on t he part of the authorit ies to honour the p ledge g iven 
by the Prime Minister. I t  i s  necessary to point out that if 
e lections are not he ld by March 1 95 8 ,  the poll wi l l  have to be 
postponed for another tcn months because of our c l imat ic 
conditions . Thi s  reali sation should spur the Government to 
prompt action, both legis lat ive and admin istrative, i n  an effort 
to ensure that, before the second anniversary of the Republic i s  
ce lebrated .  Pak i s tan w i l l  be ab le  to repl ace the present 
patchwork by a sol id Governmental structure whose democratic 
character cannot be i mpugned--so that, w ith the door to 
retrogression effect ively barred. Pakistan ' s  advance along the 
democratic path becomes a real i ty. 

1 7  July 1957 

The Restoration 

The restoration of the Republ ican Min istry w i l l  evoke real 
joy only among those who expect to benefit by the return to 
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power of the more fortu nate group among the B ourbons of 
West Pakistan pol i t i c s .  A s  far as the people are concerned, 
the Centre ' s  dec i s i on to revoke the President " s  P rnc l amation 
under Sect ion 1 93 w i l l  meet w i t h  a measure of approva l .  b u t  
only  because i t  b r i n g s  to an end an undemocratic form of 
government and rei n states the Provinc ial  Leg i s l at ure .  The fact 
that the West Pakistan Assembly i s  not a represe ntat ive body. 
t h at i ts e lect ion \Vas an ugly parody of the democrat ic  process. 
or that many of i ts  members are unburdened b y  pol i t i cal 
pri nciples and loyal t ies .  provides no argument for its arbi trary 
s uspension or dis�o lut ion-especi a l l y  at a t i m e  when th is  step 
c annot be fo l l owed b y  early e lect ions and the only alternat ive 
to parl i amentary ru le is gubernatori a l  d ictatorship .  I t  a lso 

needs to be rea l i se d  that i n  Pak i stan today the w ry existence 
of the Legi s l atures. however inept the ir  funct ion ing m ight be.  
fur n i s h e s  c a u s e fo r c o n s i de ra b l e  s afr.;fac t i o n .  fo r t h e i r  
suppress ion can o n l y  he lp  to strengthen authoritarian trends 
and furt her delay t he establ i shment o f  unfe ttered democrac y .  

However. w h i l e  i n  principle the return to comtitut ional  
normalcy i n  West  Pak i s tan undoubtedl y  meri ts  apprO\ al . the 
m an n e r  of i t s  a c c om p l i s h m e n t  h a s  c e rt a i n l y  n o t  been 
unexceptionable.  I n  the first p l ace .  the choice of determ i n i n g  

the complex i on of the new M i n i stry after D r  K h an Sahi b ' s  
fal l  w as not l eft to the Leg i s l ature :  i n  fact .  certai n q u arters go 
so far as to � ay that i t s  resusci tation was made cond i t i on a l  on 
the Assemb l y ' s  w i l l i ngness to support a Republi c an M i n i stry . 
Secondl y .  the show of strength staged by the R epub l icans 
recent l y-in order t o  convi nce the G overnor that they could 
form a s table M i n i stry -borders on t h e  farc ical .  for. as some 

League l e aders pert i nent ly  poi nted out .  if a s i m i l ar offer had 
been m ade to the M u s l i m  Leaguers ( Or e\ 'cn to some other 
pol i t ica l  gro u p ).  t hey too would h a  Ye been able t o  m uster a 
c l e a r  m aj o r i t y - p e rh a p s  n en b i g g e r  t h an t h a t  o f  t h e  
Republ icans-wi t h  a j udicious d i sposal  of t h e  p l u m �  , j ]  office.  
The queer way i n  which D r  K han Sahib \\ a� asked t o  re s i gn 
i mmediate l y  after h i s  re..,umpt ion of o ffice and m ake way for 

Sardar Abdur Rashid i n dicates that s harp d i ftere nces of a 
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l arge l y  personal n ature ex isted with in  the Party or among 
those in h i gh authori t y .  F u rther,  S ardar A b d ur R a sh i d ' s  
appointment a s  Chief M i n i ster may w e l l  make for cohesion 
among the Republ icans and their  friends,  but i t  i s  rather 
doubtful  whether the Governor acted properly in cal l i n g  upon 
h i m  to head the Cabinet without h i s  formal  e l ect ion as Leader 
of the P arty .  In any event,  s i nce D r  K han S ah i b  c an not 
tran sfer to anyone e l se the majority support that  he once 
enj oyed, it  i s  but proper that his successor should face the 
House and obtai n a vote of confidence w ith in  a few days. 

Whatever the legal posit ion may be-and it  is said that the 
next session of the Assembly can be delayed unt i l  the third 
week of September-polit ical  mora li ty demands that the new 
Chief Minister should summon the Legislature as soon as i t  is  
physi cal l y  possi b l e  to do so after he has taken over the 
adm i n i stration . Some of h i s  col l eagues and party tactician s  

w i l l  probab l y  advise him to defer a meeting of the Assembly 
u n t i l  he can consol idate h is  own posit ion or further demoral ize 
his opponents.  This wou l d  be a short-sighted pol icy;  it has 
been t ried again and again,  and , whi le  bringing no l ast ing 
benefit to i t s  authors, has cau:-.ed a great deal of polit ical  
con fus ion i n  the country. We hope S ardar Abdur R ashid w i l l  
b e  abl e  t o  reject such advice and fol l ow the straight path, even 
i f  it offers greater ri sks. While the restoration of the Legislature 
to i t s  ful l  authority i s  an essential step, i t  cannot by i tself be 
expected t o  bring abou t  any rea l  c h ange i n  the political 
atmosphere or i n  admini strative pol icies.  That w i l l  depend on 
the people ' s  abi l i t y  to ensure that Paki stan ' s  first General 
E lection is held early next year, and on the way i n  which they 
exercise their hard-won right to choose their Governments 
through the bal l ot box . 

26 August 1 957 

The Promised Election 

T h e  ' e l ec t i o n  in M arc h '  s l og a n ,  w i t h  w h i c h  Mr H . S .  
Suhrawardy h ad sought t o  prove h i s  democrat i c  i ntent,  has 
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been abandoned w ithout  en:n a word of regret or apology.  
The Prime Vl i n i s l e r  h ad pro m i sed the people of Pak i s ta n-
and he re i terated t h i s  p ledge again and again during h is  recen t  

tour o f  W cs t e rn  lands-that .  come w hat may. t h e  General  

E l ect ion would not  be d e l ayed beyond M arch 1 95 8 .  M r  
S uh rawardy backed t h i s  pro m i <.,e v.: i th  the daring decl arati on 
that he had nner gone back on h i s  p rom i se d  word and wnul d 

not do so now : and i n  one of h i s  statements on the subject  he 
even i m p l ied that i f  the Genera l  E l ect ion \\ as not held before 
Marc h .  he \\ ould not remain in offi c e .  The l as t  occasion on 

which he repeated his e lect iun- i n - M arch prom i se was on 3 1  
J u l y .  in  London. at the famous l uncheon meet ing arranged by 

t h e  C o m m on w e a l t h  P r e s s  Corre s p o n d C' n t s  · A s soc i a t i o n .  

H owever. o n  h i s  arr i v a l  i n  Pak i stan a few days later.  i t  was 

not iced that \1r S uhraward) · s  mood and tone had undergone 
a "1art l i ng change.  At fi rst he merely refu sed to re i terate h i s  

oft-made promi se unt i l  h e  had studied the re l e v an t  fi les :  l ater ,  
he said that  the matter was u n der c l ose e x am i nat ion:  and now 
he has openly confessed h is  i nabi l i t; to honour his  main 
pl e dge to the peopl e--\vhich his  supporters used to c i te as  
the main  j u s t i ficat i on for h i "  acceptance of offi c e .  

E v e n  i f  the P r i m e  M i n i ster fee b  that he can go baL· k  on 
his b i ggest pronw . ;e to t he people of Pak i stan with impuni ty .  

he m i g h t .  a t  least .  concede t h at they have the r ight  to an 
e x p l an at i on for the strange h appe n i ngs that have come to 
l i ght  in recent  wee k s .  It is  no longer d i sputed that the Elect ion 
Comm i ss i on had to ld  the Government that they req u i re d  a 
fu l l  fourteen months .  after the re levant l aw s  and ru les  had 
hcen p ro m u l gate d .  to c o m p l e t e  the i r  preparat i on s  for the 
G e n e ral E l e c t i o n .  \\/hen. for n o  good re ason at a l l ,  the 
n e c e s sary l e g i :-- l a t i o n  w a\ d e l ay e d .  the C o m m i s s i o n  are 
reported to h a\ e \\ arned the Gm c rn ment of the p m s i b l e  
consequences of -. u c h  delay .  I t  s e e m -.  q range t h a t .  i n stead o f  

t a k i n g  act ion to speed up t h e  l e g i � l at ive and rule-making 
work. \ 1 r S uhra\\ a rely �hou ld ha\ e proceeded g l  i b l :;.  w it h  h i s  
prorn i �e-making rout ine .  The  Prime \1 i n i ster  h a s  said that  i n  
h i s  opi n i o n  t h e  Com m i s s i o n  i �  doing i t s  best t o  h o l d  the 



e lect ions  as ear ly as pus s ih lc . Apart from the fact t hat t h i s  

o p i n i on co n fl i c ts with the \ iews o f  some o f  h i s co l league s . 

the peop l e  w ou l d  l i ke tn k n o w  why-if the Cummi ssion i s  

\vork i ng \V i th a l l  poss i ble speed-there h a s  been s o  m uch 

de lay . Further. i s  i t  true that. apart from l e g i s la t i \  c h i ndrances . 
the  men and money req u i red by t h e  Co m m i s s i on are not 
rcad i l :  a \ a i l ab l c '.) And i f  no sat i sfac l l ir) answer can be g i \ L'n 

to these q ues t ion s . i s  onL' tP be l i e ve that  ]\fr S u h raward y ' s  

pro m i s e  o f  a M arc h e lec t ion \\ as 1na i n l y a pro paganda s t u n t .  
or  t hat the  changed pol i t ica l  s i tuat ion i n  East Paki \lan has 

pe rs uaded t h L' Awam i LeaguL' to  so ft -peda l ( t he cy n ics m ig ht 
even sa: s abotagL' )  the  c lcct ion pre pa rat i ons '.1 Whatever  t h e  
t ru t h .  i t  i s  c lear that a more defi n i tL' exp lana t ion n e e d s  to be 

g i ven by the Pri m e  M i n i qcr. The prnp le cannot be '>at i sficd 

w i t h h i s  \ ague decl ar:1 t iP 1 1  t h < 1 t  the e l e c t i on \\ i l l  be held 1 11 

I 95 � - - · as early as poss i b le · . They wan t  to k now t h e  reasons 

for the de lay . w i t h fu l l  CX [l lhl l l'C of those re s pons i b l e  for i t .  
a n d  t he steps that are be i ng taken n o w  to ensu re that t h e  

w o r k  o f  making t he arrange menh for Pak i s tan ' s fi rst Genna! 
Elect ion  w i l l  no lon gn he -.; u h j c ct t o  further post pone ment  o f  
esse n t i a l  tasks  as a re s u l t  o f  i n e ffi c i L' n L·y or h a l f-heartedness 

un the part o l '  the Government . 

29 August 1 957 

Gurmani 's Exit 

Mr M . A . G urmani · s  unceremonious  ex i t  from g ubernator i a l 

office w i l l  cause l i t t le s u rprise and 110 regrets ;  for t he peop l e .  

it mere l y  marks the fa l l  o f  yet  a n o t h e r  kn i gh t -erran t w h o  
j o i ned t he po l i t ica l  struggle i n  no cause hut  h i "  own and 
a l lowed no ru les of any sort to h i nder h i s pu rsu i t  l l f  pO\\ L'r .  
H i s  forced res i g n a t i o n  d(K'S n o t .  howevLT. s i g n i fy a n y  change 

in the character o r  the w ar: i t  mere ly bri ngs the l a test bat t l e 
to an e ncl .  I n  t h i s  see m i ng ly u n e n d i n g  war hetwern r i v a l  
fac t i o n s  and grou ps.  pr i nc i p le s p l ay no real  part . pol i t ica l 
part i es are u sed as mere paw n s . the d i s t i n c t i o n  between foes 

a n d  temporary �t i l i e s-- · a l l  a l l ies be i n g  t c rn porary- - i s not  
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al w ays very cl ear. and consideration of the publ i c  weal finds 
e x pre s s i o n  only in wort h l e s s  p ro m i ses and m e an i n g l e s s  
manifestos.  As long as th i s  state of affairs cont inues-and i t  
i s  l i ke ly  to continue u nt i l  t h e  peopl e  can exerc ise freely  their 

r ight  to choose the i r  rulers and throw out those who i gnore 
the peop le ·s behe sts-no s h i ft i n  the fortunes of the men 
engaged in  the  struggle involves any i s sues of d i rect p u b l ic 

i nterest.  and no fact ional  v i ctory . however spectacu l ar. c an 
bring e i ther stab i l i ty to the ru l i ng part ies or hope of pol i t ical  

redemption for the peopl e .  

I t  m i gh t  not  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i dered n e c e s s ary t o  s ay 
anything more on the subject for the present. but since M r  
G urman i c l a i m s  t h at h e  h a s  ' tr i e d  to e s t ab l i sh h e a l t h y  
conventions · a s  Governor and talks fee l ingly of t h e  ' d i gn i ty o f  

the high office·  h e  held.  i t  appears necessary t o  rev iew the 
sal ient features of his strange career. I n  his pol it ical  ,1Jma mater. 
the Union i st Party. he quickly gained for himse l f  a reputation 

for single-minded devotion to drawi ng-room bargains as a 

means of furthering his  own cause. and since then Mr Gurmani 
has done nothing to wanant a reappraisal of his worth as a 
p o l i t ica l  tact i c i a n .  D u r i n g  the s t ru g g l e  for P a k i s t a n ,  M r  

Gurmani was content to watch the Indian M u s l i m s '  battle for a 
separate homeland from the safety of the s idel ines and to wait 

for the w inner to be procl aimed by h i s  Bri t ish friends.  H av i ng 
done h i s  b i t  for the B rit ish raj during a most crucial  period of 
h i story. M r  Gurmani then entered the serv ice of a fe udal 
potentate.  presumably as a nominee of the Brit ish Government. 

And it  was from the B ah awalpur base that he succeeded i n  
effecting a hack-door entry into the Central Government.  A s  a 
Central M i n i ster he remained completely i solated from publ i c  
l ife . whol ly obliv ious o f  the need t o  obtain popul ar sanction 
for h is  continuance i n  office .  H i s  pol i t i cal act i v i ty was l im i ted 
to factional moves and counter-moves:  and as  he fl itted from 
one M i n i stry to another. he worked assiduously to i mprove his  
position-mainly by serving the ends of whosoever held  the 
-.ceptre i n  h i -.,  h and-.. After h i s  appoi ntment as Governor-first 
of the P u nj ab and then of We-;t Pak i stan-M r  Gurmani 
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continued to p lay his favourite game of pol i t ical intrigue, 
without much regard for the constitutional or tradi tional 
restraints that govern the conduct of the executive head of the 
Province. To mention only a few instances, he sought a party ' s  
ticket and fought an election without rel inquishing office; he 
helped to form a new party and nurtured it unt i l  i t  gave up his 
patronage, engaging himself in  petty squabbles and low-level 
manoeuvres; and he  dismissed Ministers and Ministries or 
suspended the legislature with l ittle evidence of respect for his 
oath of office or some sense of duty to the people.  Therefore, 
his new-found sensitivity to the dignity of the office he has 
been compelled to quit is ,  to say the very l east, a trifle belated. 

We have described Mr Gurmarli ' s  pecul iar pol i t ical role  
at  some length, not  because those who outmanoeuvred h im 

and brought about his downfall were guided by any except 
factional motives ,  but in order to stress the fact that he meets 
a wel l -deserved nemesis and should not be al lowed to parade 
himself as a martyr to some publ i c  cause. Secondly, Mr  
Gurman i ' s  rise and fal l  shows that power gained through 
dubious means cannot last ,  that in the final analys is  popular 
support i s  the only sure basis of political strength. This lesson 
needs to be learnt by Mr Gurmani as well as by those who 
rejoice in  his discomfiture and regard i t  as a great v ictory. It 
also needs to be realised that as l ong as our political l ife i s  
governed b y  the motives and morals o f  the jungle, n o  one 
can say for how long he can walk in the sun with safety, or 
when another trap will be sprung to end a meteoric career. 
There is only one way to a stable pol i tical l i fe--and one that 
w i l l  also allow matters of vi tal national in terest to be dealt 
with properly-namely, the path of real democracy. 

4 October 1 957 

Gurmani 's Statement 

When, about five weeks ago, Mr M.  A.  Gurmani was asked 
to vacate the gubernatorial chair, he declared-with a show 
of deference to constitut ional propriety-that he would issue 
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a n  e x p l a n a t o r y  s t a t e m e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a ft e r  h e  h ad 

re l inquished h i s  offi c e .  The fu l fi l ment of t h i s  prom i se (or 

thre at) h as been great l y  de l ayed: and nmv .  i ns tead of te l l i ng 

the peopl e  · a l l  ahout i t . · the e x -Governor has found a new 

hobby-horse.  and he p resents  h i m s e l f  as a sel fl e s s  champion 
of One L n i t--<we r  whose bir th .  i t  \\ i l l  be remembered. he  

offi c i ated as  a rut h less m i dwife .  Comment  on M r  Gurman i ' s  

new -found l ove for democratic p r i n c i p l e s  and the SO\'Creignty 
of the people is  hard l y  necessary . fo r i t  is  wel l known that he 

has never had much respect for  c i thcL I t  w i l l  be not iced that  

in  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  s u n e v  o f  Pa k i ' 1 a n · s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

de\'e lopment.  h e  has .  w i t h  unusual  modesty .  tr ied t o  m i n i m i se 

h i s  own s i g n i ficant  rol e .  Perhaps M r  G urrn a n i  i s  t ry i n g  to 

forget-wh at the people cannot p o s s i b l y  ha\  e forgutten-
that he was a part y to every attack on the Consti tut ion m ade 
i n  re c e n t  y e ar s .  t h at he e a g er l y  s o u g h t  to d e s t r o y  o u r  

democ rati c  i n s t i t ut i o n s  a n d  p u s h  P ak i stan over t h e  br ink o f  

a u t h o r i t ar i a n i s m .  a n d  t ha t  a s  G on? rn o r  h e  w as ac t i v e l y  

engaged i n  po l i t i ca l  i nt r igue .  launching ne\\ p o l i t i c a l  part i e s .  

c re at i n g  or break i n g  up fac t i o n s .  c a j o l i n g  or browhe at i n g  

:vl P A s .  A n d  s i n c e  the set t ing up of a · na t iona l ' Go\ ernment 

i s  not  a pract ica l  proposi t ion.  the only point m ade by Mr 

G u rmani  which deserves serious cons iderat i on is  h i s  l aboured 
content ion t h at t h e  c x i .� t i n g  l e g i slatures o f  Paki stan are not 
compe t e n t  to make any cons t i t u t i on a l  changes .  H i s  argument 
i s  ut ter ly  fal l a c i o u s .  for if  i t  h ad been t h e  i nt e n t ion o f  the 
Const i tuent  A s sembly t o  e nsure that the Const i t ution should 

rem a i n  unchanged unt i l  new leg i s l a t i \  c bod i e s  were e l ected.  
i t  \\' o u l d  h a v e  s i m p l y  l a i d  d O \\ n t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  i n  t h e  

Con\t i t u t i on i t s e l f. '\ o  such re str ict ion e x i s t s .  Further. t o  stress 
that the i n t e r i m  l e g i s l ature� are <1d hoc c reat ions  o f  the 
C o m t i t u e n t  A \ .\ e m h l y  is  to fo rg e t  t h a t  the C o n s t i t u e n t  
Assembly i t se l f  \\ as a n  wl h o t  c re at i on o f  t he o l d  Prov i n c i al 

Assembl ie s .  w h i c h  had l on g  ago l ost \\ hatever mandate or 
representat i n: ch aracter  they h ad e \  e r  en j oyed.  A s  far as the 
po l i t ica l  aspect o f  the  matter is  concerned.  \\ hatn er m i gh t  be 
said about any ot her part of the  Co n s t i t u t i on.  the i ntegrat ion 
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of Provinces in West Paki stan was carried out under such 
shamefu l  c ircumstances that no sanctity whatsoever attaches 
to these measures .  N one could be better aware than Mr 
Gurmani h imself of the methods used to pave the way for 
th is  so-called corner-s tone of Pakistan ' s  Const i tut ion . I ts  
working has c learly shown that its supposed admin istrat ive 
advantages were l argely imaginary. What is more. as t ime 
passes, more and more people believe that the experiment 
has failed and the sooner this awkward structure i s  removed 
the better it would he for the country .  I t  i s .  indeed. an 
extraordinary example of effrontery that those who helped to 
foi st One Uni t  on the people again st their wi l l  are now 
shouting in favour of consulting the people before remov ing 
this burden from their backs. 

11 October 1 957 

Suhrawardy 's Strategy 

Gradual ly .  as the Prime Min i ste1- ' s  �peeches become less 
restrained, the s t rategy gu id ing his current propaganda 
campaign has begun to unfold .  Original ly. i t  was made out 
that his  intervention-which. if si ncere . should not have been 
delayed unt i l  after the Republ icans had ceme nted the ir  
a l l iance with the National Awami Party�-against the move to 
replace One Uni t  wi th a zonal federat ion wa� guided solely 
by a burning desire to prevent any further delay in holding 
the General Elect ion .  Thi s  gambi t  soon became utterly 
valueless, because no poli t ical party in  the country desired a 
postponement of the elections-and, in contradict ion of his  
earl ier statements, Mr  S uhrawardy himself has now admi tted 
this fact .  

The Prime M i n i �tc r ' s  second l i ne o f  argument i s  that.  for 

him, West Pakistan ' s  integration is a matter of fai th ,  and that 
he i s  prepared to sacri fice his pol itical all ies hut not his 
pol it ical principles .  In real i ty ,  however, Mr Suhrawardy has 
performed more than one somersault 0 11  the question of One 
Uni t  and the method of its establ ishment. On the other hand. 
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the Awami League is bound by its Counc i l ' s  resolution
adopted in Mr Suhrawardy ' s  presence-which lays down that 
the question of merging West Paki stan · s Provinces should be 
left open and decided in accordance with the people ' s  wishes. 
Thus. in taking his  present stand, the Prime Min i ster has not 
only repudiated his al l i ance with the Republ icans .  but he has 
also rejected h i s  own Party ' s  policy on the question . Thi s  is 
not al l .  The Prime Minister has shown an extraordinary l ack 
of balance i n  equating the continuation of One Uni t  i n  its 
present form not only with stab i l ity in the country but also 
with Pakistan ' s  very existence. Thi s  stale slogan must,  of 
course, be rejected as arrant nonsense, and Mr Suhrawardy ' s  
confus ion-mongering exposed. Stab i l i ty  does not come 
through forcibly maintaining a plan devised by power-hungry 
pol itical perverts and executed through blac kmai l .  Nor. i t  
should be real ised. can  such tactical shifts of policy help to 
find a n iche in West Paki stan for the Awami League. And no 
one is prepared to believe that Pakistan · s existence would be 
j eopard i sed  by any cons t i tu t iona l  amendment .  Equal l y  
reprehens ible-because i t  threatens the prevai l ing national 
uni ty on the subject of Kashmir-is the Prime Minister' s  
reference to  Kashmir i n  the context of  the debate on  One 
Unit .  His  c laim that the Kashmiris would be discouraged 
from seeking accession to Pak i stan if they were denied the 
poss ibi l i ty of fu l ly integrating their State with West Pakistan 
cannot be based on ignorance. because Mr Suhrawardy must 
know that the specia l  constitut ional prov is ion relat ing to 
Kashmir was introduced with the unan imous approval of the 
Kashmiri leaders: therefore.  one can only conclude that this 
argument has been developed in defiance of truth and honesty. 
The danger of using the Kashmir issue for parti san pol i t ical 
ends is too obvious to need further stress. 

Ignoring the rest of his  specious arguments. we wish to 
draw attention to the most s in i ster aspect of the Prime 
"\ilin i ster ' s  plan. namely .  h is  desire to d isband the Provincial 
Min i stries and impose Pres ident ' s  Rule in both Prov inces, in  
order. ostensibly. to ensure that the General Election is fair 
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and impartial .  Every move that seeks to guarantee honest 
e lections deserves support, but the Prime Minister's proposal 
seems to have other ends in view. If Mr Suhrawardy believes 
that the Election Commission would not be able to ful fi l  its 
mandate of holding elections without outside interference if 
the Ministries remain i n  office, why should he exempt h i s  
own Government from immolat ion i n  the i nterests of  fair 
e lections? The people cannot possibly accept the theory that 
Mr  Suhrawardy ' s  dictatorship is the only guarantee of free 
elections, part icularly s ince rumours pers ist of unorthodox 
deals being made in K arachi and Dacca to obtain support, 
financial and polit ical , for the Awami League. In any case, 
the Prime M i n i ster ' s  proposed act ion would be utterly 
unconstitutional ; and for one who presents h imself as the 
l one, heroic defender of Paki stan ' s  Constitution to suggest a 
step that would violate the fundamental law of the l and i s  
strange-and reveal ing. 

Lastly, Mr  Suhrawardy has had the temerity to declare 
that no power can ever break One Unit .  It is hardly necessary 
to point out that such presumptuousness has no place i n  a 
democratic country. The people have the power and the right 
to d ispose of One Uni t  as they please-Mr Suhrawardy ' s  
latest posture notwithstanding. In fact ,  the One Unit  scheme 
enjoys no sanctity whatsoever even in the minds of those 
among the people who are not strongly opposed to i t .  
Therefore, i t s  rep lacement can b e  decided upon whenever 
sufficient votes are mus tered in  favour of the amending B i l l  
i n  the Legislatures .  Mr  Suhrawardy should real ise that the 
heady wine of power has before now persuaded many 
pol i t ic ians  to m ake such dictatorial pronouncements, but 
u l t imately they have all had to swal low their brave threats of 
overriding the l aw and the people ' s  w i l l ,  or they h ave rude l y  

been thrown out of the positions they gained w i thout popular 
sanction and sought to retain wi thout regard for the people ' s  
sentiments. 
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13 October 1 957 

Suhrawardy Resigns 

A p art from the pate n t l y  part i s an rea c t i o n s  to Mr H . S .  

S uhrawardy ' s  resignat ion.  h i s  sudden e x i t  from office.  v iewed 
object ive l y .  w i l l  be regretted only because. i n  c l earing the w ay 

for the country ' s si x th Prime M in i ster within a decade. it w i l l  
t e n d  to recreate a n  atmosphere o f  pol i t ical  in stab i l i ty and 
uncertai nty .  and thus. lower Paki stan · s prest ige in  the eyes of 
the world.  For a number of reasons.  i t  \\ OUld ha\'e bee n  better 
i f  the status quo c1111c in the Provinces as wel l  as at the Centre , 
had been maintained unt i l  the General Elect ion.  Otherwise h i s  

departure cannot b e  regarded a s  any great l oss to t h e  country . 
for Mr Suhrawardy ' s  Government. despite the Awami Leag ue ' s  

written p rogramme. presented n o  n e w  pol icy t o  the country :  
they set no shin ing example o f  rect i tude and impart ial i ty :  and 

they were unable to i m prove upon their predecessors · poor 
perform ance i n  the matter of prom ise-fu lfi lment .  Just as M r  

S uhrawardy continued t o  fol low the course set b y  the last two 
M us l im League Governments. i t  seems l ike ly  that the new 

Government which w i l l  emerge from the current parleys at 
Karachi \vi i i  not dn i ate from these general pol icies .  \\'h i  le 
t h i s  fact provides no cause for satisfact ion i n  most spheres of 

our national l i fe .  it does show the fatu i ty  of the argument that 
Mr Sui1 tc1 \\ ardy ' s  departure w i l l  be fol l owed by a h armful 
change of pol icy in regard to the Kashmir issue .  

In  a s s e s s i n g  the  pre se n t  s i t u a t i o n .  i t  i s  neces sary t o  
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  c r i s i s  w a s  c r e a t e d  l a rge l y  b y  M r  
S u h rawardy h i m s e l f. H i s  \ i t rio l i c  propaganda c a m p a i g n  

against the  maj ority group in  the  Coal i t i on he h eaded c l e arly 
showed t h at h e  was del iberately try ing to wreck the Coa l i t ion 
Gowmment .  Whether or not he act u a l l y  approved of the 
Republ ican-NAP a l l i ance-al legedly so that h e  cou l d  then 
try to oust  h is  R ep u b l ican a l l i es-h i s  i nterwnt i on against  the 
mo\'e \\ a'> inexpl icably be l ated:  and i t  i s  aho e x tremely odd 
t hat . w i thout  fi rst  con s u l t i ng hi-.  col l eague-, or rai s i n g  the 
i -.,sue i n  a meet ing of the  Coa l i t ion Part y .  the  Prime M i n i ster 
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began his attack on the Republicans in a tone and l anguage 
that left l itt le ground for later explanations or reconci l i at ion. 
In  fact ,  Mr Suhrawardy had declared in  one of h i s  more 
recent speeches that the Coali t ion was no longer in exi stence. 
Presumably, he had hoped that he would be able to continue 
in  office despite the Republ icans by creating an opportunity 
to split the Party, and by gaining the support of other splinter 
groups. He and his adv isers seem to have ignored the fact 
that the Republicans commanded a majority in the Coal i t ion 
Party and their voice could not easily be ignored. When the 
Republican Party leaders formal ly announced the wi thdrawal 
of their support from Mr Suhrawardy, and asked the President 
to take appropriate action on the ground that the Prime 
M in i ster no l onger enjoyed the support of a majority in the 
Parl iament. they undoubtedly  had a good case . However
even  though there i s  no prov i s ion  in the Const i tu t ion 
prescribing such a condition-if Mr Suhrawardy real ly did 
suggest that a session of the Parl iament should be called to 
enable him to prove that he sti l l  enjoyed the confidence of 
the Home . his  c laim should have been put to the test .  Even 
if. in the present case, the outcome might not have been 
different. i t  is certainly necessary to bui ld up a convention 
that any dispute over parl iamentary strength should be settled 
by the Parl iament assembled in a proper sess ion.  

With regard to the future. there can be l ittle serious publ ic  
interest in the names of Mr Suhrawardy ' s  successor and others 
who wi l l  find themselves elevated to the vacant Min i sterial 
chairs. The game of power poli t ics has been played for so 
long in  our country that i ts ups and downs no longer cause 
keen exc itement. However. there wi l l  be general agreement 
that what the country needs today i s  a stable Ministry that 
w i l l  be able to pay a reasonable measure of attent ion to 

governmental tasks. and. in part icular. a Mini stry that wi l l  
devote itsel f  in  real earnest ( and not  just in empty words) to  
the task of g iv ing the country. as  soon as  it i s  phys ically 
possible. a General Election whose impartial ity and fairness 
cannot be impugned by any honest person.  
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29 l\'ovember 1 957 

The Unsteady Centre 

Although the Prime Minister's  election as Leader of the Coalition 
Party at the Centre raises the presumption that the Republican 
Party and the Musl im League are l ikely somehow to save their 
uneasy partnership from early collapse. such a rapJJrochemcnt is 
still by no means certain. Even more uncertain is the possibility 
of their being able to evolve a formula that would resolve their 
main differences and enable the present Ministry to remain in 
office until the General E lection. Among the numerous points of 
conflict that divide the leading parties in the Coalition. the one 
that has received the widest publicity i s  their clash over the 
electorate question. On this issue the Muslim League and its 
friends are making a great deal of noise. declaring that for them 
the question is one of fundamental principle. and that the 
Republican Party would be dishonouring a solemn agreement if 
i t  now refused to support the change in  the e lectoral law 
demanded by the Muslim League. For either the Muslim League 
or its offspring. the Republican Party. to talk of broken promises 
is. to say the least. most presumptuous. The path they have 
traversed is l i ttered with dishonoured pledges. defaced pacts, 
and betrayed manifestos. In the present instance. one might well 
ask which of the contradictory promises on the subject made by 
both the parties at different times is to be respected'? Should the 
Republ icans honour their manifesto and the stand that they took 
when the Electorate Bi l l  was last before the National Assembly? 
Or should they show greater regard for their adherence to 
separate electorates whenever faced with the danger of being 
driven out of office by the Muslim League ' s  intrigues? And, as 
far as the Muslim League is concerned. should it stick to its 
present stand or the written commitment that its leaders made at 
the t ime of the National Assembly ' s  Murree session and have 
reiterated on more than one later occasion? 

If on ly  par t i san mot iHs  cou ld  be e l i m inated from 
consideration. i t  i� c lear for all to see that Pakistan ' s  present 
s ituation demands that no major constitutional change should 
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be attempted before the General Election, for the simple 
reason that any such attempt-whether it pertains to reform 
of the One Unit set-up or transformation of the system of 
election-is bound to upset the election schedule. It is useless 
for the advocates of e i ther of the proposed constitutional 
amendments to argue that the change they desire can be made 
without postponing the elections beyond N ovember 1 958 .  
Th i s  may be  true in  theory , bu t  i t  i s  perfectly obvious now 
that for a number of reasons, both political and admin istrative, 
it is v i rtu a l l y  i m po s s i b l e  to  push  th rough any m aj o r  
constitutional amendment without seriously r isking further 
delay in the holding of Paki stan ' s  first General Election. And 
t h i s  de lay is someth ing  which  no honest  c i t i zen  c an 
countenance.  Therefore. i rrespective o f  the merits of the 
proposal jointly agreed upon by the National Awami Party 
and the Republican Party for replacing One Unit  w i th a zonal 
federation. and i rrespe.:: t iw of the arguments that the Musl im 
Leaguers muster in favour of separate electorates ,  present 
ci rcumstances demand that the Constitut ion, as i t  s tands 
today. shou ld  not be touched before the e lect ions .  It i s  
absol utely essential that a l l  our energies should b e  devoted to 
the task of ensuring that the country ' s  first poll i s  held within 
the next twelve month� and in  an atmosphere of complete 
freedom, so that the people ' s  genuine representatives can man 
the Parliament and the Provincial Assemblies ,  and ,  after first 
making the exi sting Com.titution ful ly  effective, bring about 
any consti tut ional changes that are considered necessary. 

Apart from this v i tal factor, i t  needs to be realised that i f  
the  Republ ican Party acquiesces i n  the  Mus l im League ' s  
demand for separate electorates, i t  wi l l  open the door t o  many 
far-reaching compl ications . In the first place, the decis ion i s  
not l ikely t o  b e  accepted b y  the peopl e  o f  East Pakistan with 
equan imity .  They wi l l  regard i t  as an impos i t ion by the 
representatives of West Pakistan, because i t  overrides the 
views of nearly al l  important polit ical parties in  that Province. 
Secondly, separate electorates wi l l  create an unnecessary and 
undesirab le  c l eavage between the M u s l i m  m aj or i ty  of 
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P a k i s t a n  a n d  t h e  m i n o r i t i e s .  g 1 Y t n g  t h e m  a fee l i n g o f  

separateness w h i c h  c a n  do no good a n d  m ay have unp l easant 

consequences in the fut ure . And. in any case.  i t  i s  q u i te 

o b v i ou s  t h at t h e  at tempt  to secur e  passage of s u c h  an 

amend i n g  B i l l  w i l l  c reate po l i t ic a l  d i sruption i n  both wings 
of the country.  The M u s l i m  League \\ ou lcl .  therefore. be we ! ! 
adv i sed t o  g i v e  u p  i t s  part i san de mand. P l a i n l y .  t he Party i s  

eager t o  br ing about the change because i t  hopes t o  make 

some e lectoral ga ins  in East Pak i .stan ch a res u l t  of se parate 

e l ec torates :  othern i se it \rnu l d  haw accepted the Quaid- i 

A zam · s c lear pronouncement ru l ing out communal  e l ectorates 

in Paki stan.  I f. h owever.  even in these cr i t ica l  t i m e s .  the 

M u s l i m  League i s  not prepared to sacrifi c e  n arrow party gain 
for nat ional  i n teres ts .  then .  ewn at  the r i sk  of seei n g  the 

present cri s i s  worsen before i t  c l ears up.  the Repub l icans 
should ab i de by the pos i t i on taken by their  Party " s  Organ i s i ng 

Comm i ttee.  I t  should at the same t i m e  be everyone · s a i m  to 

g i ve the coun try a stab l e  Government at the Centre-and one 
that \vi i i  save it  from the chaos that is l ik e l y  to fol l ow any 

attempt to c hange an e�sent ia l  part o f  the Const i tu t i on . 

1 2  December 1 957 

The Way Out 

The uned i fy in g  spectac le  of Pak i -.,tan " s  pro longed pol i t i c a l  
debauch has  not  b e e n  e n ded y e t .  F o r  m a n y  years now.  the 

ugly scene h as remain e d  al most complete l y  unchanged: the 

m a i n  actors might  h a v e  been cast  for d i ffe re n t  ro les  at  
d i fferent  t imes.  but  essent ia l l y  the ro les  have remai ned the 
same : and the mot i v e  force has a l w ay s  been the same greed 
for power. sen ed b y  the same i n t rigue and unpr in c i p l e d  
manoeu\T i n g .  the s ame d i s regard for prom i se a n d  precept . 
Today. once aga i n .  i t  i s  by no means certa in  that t h e  latest  

cr i s i s  at the Centre w i l l  be overcome in a manner thut  would 
a l low a smooth tran s i t i o n  to democrat i c  rule and exped i t e  the 
fu l l  enforcement of the Const i t u t i o n .  The u1unt ry · s  main 
po l i t i c al groups and part i e s .  h av i n g  acq u i red t h e i r  pos i t ions  
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of influence by hi storical acc ident rather than hy democrat ic 
sanction. have been playing a dangerous game, with their 
eyes short-s ightedly ri veted on the seats of power. They 
apparently do not real i se .  or do not care .  that the stakes are 
real ly very much higher. and that they have v irtually been 
gambling with the country ' s  future. 

With regard to the latest deve lopments at Karach i .  the 
Musl im League Prime Minister ' s  res ignation should cause no 
rea l  s u rpr ise .  The i l l -assorted Coal i t ion headed by Mr  
Chundrigar had to  fal I apart sooner o r  later: and when the 
Republ icans and Mus l im Leaguers fai led to agree on the 
separate electorate issue. i t  was inevitable that the Cabinet 
should crumble .  However. what has natural ly caused a great 
deal of surpri se is the Presiden t ' s  inexpl icable deci sion to 
cal l  upon Mr Chundrigar to form a new Government. It wi l l  
be recal led that a l i t t le  over two months ago.  when Mr 
Suhrawardy submitted his res ignat ion and demanded that he 
should be al lowed to form another Government, h i s  request 
was not accepted on the ground that the proper and democratic 
procedure was to give an opportunity to the Leader of the 
Oppos i t ion to head a new Government. Why has this short
l ived precedent been set aside? Why was the Leader of the 
Opposit ion not summoned on the present occas ion? Or, if for 
some reason that was not considered feasible. why was not 
the leader of the large st party in  the Parl i ament given the 
chance to form a Government? It i s  perfectly obvious that Mr 
Chundrigar ' s  resi gnation amounts to a confession of fai l ure. 
an admiss ion that he cou ld not secure a majority in the 
Coalit ion for h is  Separate Electorates B i l l .  And the hasty 
prorogation of Parliament ordered at h i s  request shows that 
the Prime Mini ster could not face the House with any hope 
of saving h i m se l f  from a vote of no-confidence. How then 
d id  Mr Chundrigar qua l i fy for receiv ing the Pres ident ' s  
summons t o  form another Cabinet'? 

It i s  not yet clear whether the Musl im League leader wi l l  
be able to get together a combination of spl inter groups and 
stray individuals or turncoats that could claim the al legiance 
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of a majority of \1Ps. If Mr C hundrigar somehow carries out 
the commis s ion that has been entru sted to h im  by the 
Pres ident, the accompanying scramble wi l l  probably provide 
the country with even bigger surprises than it has been its 
misfortune to witness during the last few years. I L  however, 
as appears most l i kely at the moment. the caretaker Prime 
Mini -,ter is unable to scrape together a sufficient number of 
MPs to pass muster. the only alternative before the President 
wi l l  be to cal l  upon either the Leader of the Oppos it ion or the 
Republ ican Party Chief to undertake the respomibi l i ty of 
heading a new Government. Thi s  should be done without 
undue delay. particu larly in view of the fact that the new 
a l l iance headed by the Republican Party and the Awami 
League has already demonstrated that i t  enjoys the support of 
a clear majorit) in  the House. We earnestly hope that the 
Pres ident wi l l  make no attempt either to influence pol i t ical 
part ies or Members of Parl iament to back a part icu lar person 
for the Prime ;vJinistcr· s office. or to impo-;e any condit ions 
on the m aj o r i ty coa l i t i o n  before ca l  I i n g  u pon  t h e i r  
representative t o  form a Ministry . Such negotiations are no 
part of h i s  constitutional dut ies, and can only detract from 
the dignity of h i s  h igh office. The Pres ident should accept 
the verdict of the Parl iament, as represented by a majority of 
its members. and take appropriate qeps to speedi ly  end the 
present cri s is .  As soon as the new Min i stry has been instal led. 
i t  should be made to face the Parl iament without delay . so 
that the body which i s  the real repository of polit ical power 
i s  given the earl iest possible opportunity to approve or reject 
the new Government. 

. . .  All �vlembers of the Parl iament who are consc ious of 
their duty to the country must at this critical stage r i se above 
parti san cons iderations. and \\ Ork to put into office a stable 
coal it ion that p ledges itse lf  to maintain the comtituti onal 
staTlls c1u o ,  and to hold elect iom within the next t\'. 'e lve 
months .  I f  they can do s.o. they wi l l  save the country from a 
painful period of turmoil  and confusion:  i f  they cannot, they 
wi l l  open the door to endless intrigues. a series of unstable 
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governments .  and further del ay in holding the elections which 
c o u l d  eas i l y  take the country nearer to the abys s  of  
dictatorship.  

18 December 1 957 

The Eighth Cabinet 

A people who have for years been fed on false promises. 
who have since they were declared free been denied their 
most elementary poli tical rights. and who have seen national 
affairs s teadi ly deteriorate in  neglect because the country · s  
se lf-appointed rulers have been too busy with factional feuds,  
cannot be expected to show any enthusiasm for the e ighth 
Central Cabinet that has been installed in power at Karachi .  
The new combinat ion of Ministers that has r isen from the 
turmoi l  created by the Musl im League ' s  dangerous policies 
consi sts mostly of wel l -known faces: i t  has no ne\v policy to 
offer the country: nor can it evoke any hope that Paki stan ' s  
many old problems--which have n o t  been solved for the 
s imple reason that they have not been tackled yet-wi l l  now 
be dealt w ith more earnestly and v 1gorously. The Coal i t ion 
headed by Mr Fi roz Khan Noon has come into existence 
primari l y  to prevent the Musl im League from foi sting separate 
electorates on the country and thereby delaying the General 
Election: it is natural, therefore. that the predominant  reaction 
to i t s  v ictory should be one of negative satisfaction--in that 
the country has been saved from the fol l ies committed or 
contemplated by the Mus l im League regime and the graver 
dangers that the country might have faced if a prolonged 
pol it ical deadlock had encouraged undemocratic trends .  

Even though-notwithstanding the new Prime Min ister ' s  
repet i t ion ( i n  h i s  own words) o f  the tradit ional promi ses made 
on such occas ions-the Noon Min i stry has not aroused high 
expectations. the people do expect i t  to fu lfil its main pledge, 
namely.  to hold the elections within the next eleven months .  
The Government must ,  therefore, immediately withdraw the 
orders g iven by the Musl im League Prime Mini ster and issue 
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i nstructions for the completion of all the necessary e lectoral 
arrangements in accordance with the ex is t ing laws .  The 
E lection Commiss ion must ,  henceforth. be given all the help 
it requ ires. so that there is no poss ib i l i ty whatsoever of the 
election schedu le being upset once again .  Apart from the 
question of its t iming. the Government must guarantee that 
Paki stan ' s  fi rst country-\x; ide election w i l l  nor fol low the ugly 
pattern evolved in  certain Provinces for ensuring that the 
party in power can be v ic torious at the polb i rrespective of 
the wishes of the voters. The machinery set up for handl ing 
the various jobs connected with the L' lection m ust be allowed 
to function with complete impartial i ty .  and misuse of sources 
of offic ial patronage and the exercise of offic ia l  pressure 
must be eschewed. If the new Government can discharge 
these respons ib i l it ies \\ ith honour. it "' i l l  have done more 
than any prev ious  M in i stry to make democracy safe in  
Paki stan. 

In today " s c ircumstances. i t  is  important that the Noon 
M i n i s try shou ld not be d i s t u rbed before the General  
Election-except. of course. in  the ewnt of i ts back ing out  of 
i ts promi se to hold the election by November 1 95 8 .  A l though 
the Coal i tion "s component parties together enjoy a substant ia l  
majority i n  Parli ament. the Awami League ' s  refusa l  to accept 
office, and its leaders · crude hinb that they are extremely 
keen that Mr Suhrawardy shoul d  be made the Prime Min i ster. 
create an ideal s i tuat ion for the intriguers to busy themselves 
once again .  S uch a development must be avoided, if only 
because frequent M in isterial reshuffles .  u sual ly involv ing a 
c l ash of personal i t ies rather than of princ ip les .  do not help to 

enhance Pakistan ·s prestige abroad: nor can such changes 
increase the people · s respect for the Government or make it 
easier to run the admin istrat ion.  And. as has been clearly 
proved in the last three months. the game of unmaking and 
making Min i s tries creates s i tuations which could be exploited 
for unconstitut ional and undemocratic purposes. Further. the 
l\oon :\1 i n i s try .  as at pre sent  l'Ons t i tu ted .  is not fu l ly 
represe-ntative of East Paki stan · s  pol it ical part ies ,  and this  
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s i tuation may well be taken advantage of in  that Province by 
those who do not hesitate to exploit provincial feel ings and 
jealousies. For al l  these reasons i t  appears necessary that the 
A wami League should be persuaded to join the Government . 
M r  Suhrawardy · s group, un like the National A wami Party, 
has no other major policy differences with the Republicans, 
whereas the question of dismantl ing One Un i t  before the 
General Election is no longer a l ive i s sue. There i s  thus not a 
s ingle good reason why the Awami League should not join 
Mr Noon ' s  Cabinet. I f  Mr H .  S .  Suhrawardy considers i t  
beneath his  digni ty to accept any office other than the Prime 
M in istersh ip. the Party should ask its other representatives to 
join the Cabinet. However, even if the ir decis ion to stay out 
cannot be changed, the Awami League m us t  under no 
c i rcumstances dishonour i ts pledge to maintain the Noon 
M inis try in powcc for if  it does so, in order to bring about 
another Min isterial scramble. Mr Suhrawardy and his friends 
w i l l  attract s trong publ ic  opprobrium for creat ing crises with 
the sole purpose of  serv ing the interests of their Party. 

22 January 1 958 

General Elections 

The l unat ic  fringe of the Mmlim League having retreated 
from i ts ridiculous posit ion that there should be no elections 
wi thout separate e lectorates, this s logan has now been taken 
up by the Jamaat-e-lslami .  With a fanatic ism uninhibi ted 
e i ther by pract ical considerat ions or by rational pol i t ical  
pri nciples, the leaders of the Jamaat maintain that. before a l l  
e l se , the electorate issue should be dec ided through a country
wide referendum, and that it does not matter one jot if such a 
reference to the people delays the General Elect ion by one or 
two years. These pol i tical fos�i l s  have the temerity to declare 
that the holding of early elections has no real s ignificance in 
Pakis tan . and that i t  is much more important that the nation 
should be spli t  into different sections for pol i t ical purposes .  
I t  i s  of  interest to note that these gentlemen have seldom 
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attached much importance to the people ·s voice. During the 
last ten years questiom of soul-shaking importance to the 
country have from time to time come to the fore. but never 
before now has the Jamaat-e-lslami been suffic ient ly  agitated 
to demand that the people should be consulted on any of 
these issues. 

The arguments that they advance i n  favour of their 
fantastic demand have been dealt \Vith on numerous occasions 
and no longer require serious rebuttal . I t  i s  palpably i llogical 
to suggest that .  unless the system of separate electorates is 
accepted i mmediate ly .  Pakistan w i l l  d i s i ntegrate or the 
people ·  s faith in  the country" s future wi l l  be weakened: and 
it i s  equally  fatuous to claim that separate electorates prov ide 
the answer to every pol it ical problem facing the country
whether it is the controversy 0\ er provincial  autonomy or 
Pukhtoonistan.  the quest ion of nat ional  l anguage or the 
Province-wise a l location of foreign exchange. On the other 
hand. i t  is  quite obvious that by dividing the people pol it ical l y  
on the basi s  of  rel igion we  wou ld  be  encouraging fi ssiparous 
tendencies: and by dec laring that the people of Pakistan do 
not-and never wi l l-const itute a nation. we would only 
encourage those who want to weaken this country . drive a 
wedge between d ifferent  sections of our people. and create 
conditions which they can exploit to Pak i stan · s disadvantage. 

Those among the advocates of separate electorates who 
shout about the danger of alien influence seeping i nto the 
country must real ise that nat ional integrat ion inside Pakistan 
i s  the best safeguard against unhealthy foreign influences. I t  
i s  real l y qui te easy to see that t h e  j o i n t  e lec torate system wi l l  
help to  bring about greater cohesion and un i ty  among the 
peop le .  It w i l l  be agreed that those who i n s i s t  on the 
i ntroduction of communal electorates have not been able to 
present a rat ional case in support of their stand. In fact .  the 
desperate tone of their utterances makes it quite plain that 
their primary aim i s  to make pol i t ical capital out of the present 
s ituation . While.  on the one hand. they are probably afraid of 
fac ing the electorate except on their own terms,  on the other, 
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they want to forge campaign s logans that would al low them 
to exploit the people ' s  rel igious bel iefs . I f  their m inds were 
not so dangerously perturbed by the fear of their groups 
suffering a polit ical decline, they should be prepared to submi t  
the question o f  electorate t o  the people during the General 
E lection and abide by their verdict .  . .  

28 May 1958 

Grain and Chaff 

The approach of the promi sed General Election has brought 
about a gradual revival  of genuine pol i t ica l  act ivi ty  i n  
Pakistan. Al though the fears and frustrations o f  recent years 
have not disappeured al together, they are beginning to abate; 
and many who had turned away in d isgust from the intrigue 
and chicanery substituted for democratic  pol i t ics find their 
i nterest reawakened by the fact that the chances of the 
elections being held within the next six or seven months are 
defi nitely brighter today than they have ever been before. I t  
now seems almost certain that those who want to  fight the 
elect ions on their own terms,  or not at a l l , wi l l  fai l  i n  their 
bid to change the electoral l aw and thus secure yet another 
postponement of the battl e  of votes.  The atmosphere in the 
country has changed to such an extent that even the known 
enemies of democracy, who had, after the 1954 coup . begun 
to  agitate b latant ly  for the abandonment of democrati c  
principles, no l onger consider i t  worthwhile to  advise the 
rulers of the country to try any dangerous short-cuts to 
stabi l i ty. 

Whereas some pol i t ical groups are m aking honest efforts 
to educate and organise the people, many others are i nterested 
only in electioneering.  New pol it ical leaders are being born, 

others are emerging from prolonged h ibernation to  join the 
scramble, and pol i tical parties which prefer to function in the 
calm coolness of drawing-rooms are learning to face the heat 
a n d  d u s t  of the  p u b l i c  p l at form . A mong t h e  ac t ive  
campaigners we  find a number of  fami l iar faces trying very 
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hard to persuade the people to forget their past deeds and 
utterances and to accept them at their present face value. For 
examp le ,  K h an Abdu l  Qa iyum K h an n o w  t a l k s  of  
' establ ish ing the sovere ignty of the people . ·  cri t ic ises h i s  
opponents for foist ing representatives of  the id le  rich on  the 
country w i th the help of the bureaucracy .  and berates 
nepot ism and corruption and al l  the other administrat ive evils 
for which his  name was accepted as a byword during the 
time he was in office. Mr H .S .  Suhra\vardy has. after many 
long years . been persuaded to  set up a regu lar party 
organisation in  West Pakistan ,  and to put forward a shining 
new man ifesto with which he. presumably .  hopes to dazzle 
the people  so much that they wi l l  not be able to examine the 
credentials of his party too careful ly .  And both the Mus l im 
League and the A wami League leaders are trying to \vin over 
West Paki stan · s big landlords in order to strengthen their 
own party ' s  posit ion in  the coming electoral tuss le .  The 
landlords possess a great deal of money and influence, but 
the bulk of the votes are in  the hands of the poor c lass  of 
v i l lagers . Therefore. on the one hand. these gentlemen weep 
with the cu l t ivator in  his misery, sympathise with the tenant 
for his deprivation of the most elementary human rights. and 
talk of the desirab i l i ty of l and reforms based on peasant 
proprietorship; but this does not prevent them from wooing 
the support of the most reactionary among the landlords and 
declaring that neither the laws of equity nor the injunctions 
of Is lam al low any part of Pakistan ' s  larifwzdia to be acquired 
w ithout payment of compensation on a scale that makes the 
proposal total l y  impracticable.  

The people are a l so be i ng int roduced to  Chaudhri 
Mohammed Al i ,  who strongly condemns almost every pol icy 
that was pursued during the period when he occupied one or 
another key position in  the Pakistan Gm emment. He has 
also sponsored the s logan-which has lately been echoed by 
the Mus l im League President-that Pakistan should send its 
troops across the cease-fire l ine and go to the succour of the 
people of Occupied Kashmir. and that anyhow war between 
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Pakistan and India is inevitab le .  It is strange that these two 
gentlemen never made any such suggestion when their advice 
was given great weigh t  in  Government counci l s ,  and that the 
inevitabil i ty or desirabi l ity of such a confl ict  dawned upon 
them only after they had been driven into the Opposit ion and, 
even more so, when the e lections appeared within sight. They 
cannot be so naive as to be unaware of the fact that the 
proposed march on Srinagar would l ead to a ful l -scale war 
between Pakis tan and India ,  and that ,  apart from other 
considerat ions, membership of Western m i litary pacts makes 
it impossible for Pakistan to embark on any such venture . 
And, lastly, if their advice were sincere. and not merely an 
e l e c t ion s tunt ,  they wou ld  be expected to make  the i r  
suggestions in secrecy to  the  Central Cabinet, because such 
pol icy mat ters c learly cannot be dec ided upon from the 
e lection platform. It also seems plain that, whether i t  is their 
in tention to present themselves before the people as very 
brave men or to embarrass the present Pakistan Government, 
the only effect  of their war speeches wi l l  be to strengthen the 
posit ion of the Indian Government at home on the Kashmir 
question and other I nda-Pakistan i ssues,  and to l ose for 
Pakistan some of the large fund of sympathy that it has won 
from world opin ion because of the reasonableness and 
justness of its case on Kashmir .  

While the revival of poli t ical act iv ity i s  a happy sign of 
Pakistan ' s  return to pol i t ica l  health-because it  i s  most 
important for the country ' s  future that a l l  issues of publ ic 
importance shoul d  be p laced before the people for their 
judgment-this  process can be made to yield the best resul t s  
if the  l eaders of  a l l  parties wi l l  pledge themselves to show 
some respect  for the accepted rules of political warfare. For 
example, they could refrain from abu s ive personal attacks,  

which may please the more frivolous elements among an 
audience but cannot help prove an argument or further the 
process of polit ically educating the e lectorate. Further, every 
effort should be made to prevent the dis turbance of the peace 
and host i l e  demonstrations at public meetings, for these 
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exhibitions of intolerance and bad manners can be arranged 
qu i te eas i l y  and cheap ly .  and they do not prov ide any 
argument in  favour of or against a part icular party:  their  only 
effect i s  to v itiate the peaceful atmosphere required for a 
c lean and proper election. All  polit ical part ies should also 
make a serious effort to res ist the temptation of pandering to 
provincial or tribal prejudices. And. lastly. our pol i t ic ians 
must learn , for the sake of the country as well as in  their  own 
interests. to refrain from making extravagant promises or 
sponsoring chauvinist ic slogans. Such slogans cause a great 
deal of confusion.  and even though they may win some 
applause from impressionable persons. the gain is short - l ived, 
for ultimately our people will learn to separate the grain from 
the chaff. 

1 1 June 1 958 

Elections or Referendum? 

Realis ing that. for political as  we l l  as  psychological reasons.  
it i s  absolutely essential that nothing should now be al lowed 
to stand in  the way of Pakistan ' s  first General Election. most 
of  those  who were .  du r i ng  recent  m o n t h s .  p l e a d i n g  
vociferously for a referendum to dec ide one or another 
constitutional i ssue have wisely retracted their demands.  With 
the country hovering on the brink of another polit ical cri s i s ,  
with the people sti l l  not  wholly convinced that elections wi l l  
be held th i s  year. or nex t  year. or at any t ime i n  the  
foreseeable future. i t  i s  plain that the i ntroduction of new 
consti tut i onal processes would cause a great deal of confusion 
and may well endanger Paki stan ' s  democratic future. The 
importance of the i ssues that have been suggested as fit 
subjects for deci sion by referendum cannot be denied: nor 
can i t  be c laimed that the National Assembly i s  so completely 
representative of the nation that no such reference to the 
electorate i s  necessary. However. i f  the National Assembly i s  
t o  be bypassed and al l  i ssues o f  national importance are to be 
dec ided in  this way. why not submit Paki stan ' s  foreign pol icy 
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to a s imilar test? Why not ask the people to declare whether 
they favour a rational scheme of land reforms,  and if the 
Constitution should be amended to delete the Article which 
makes payment of compensat ion ob l i gatory before the 
acquis it ion of private property'! Why not seek a popular vote 
on the West ' s  foreign aid programme or Paki stan ' s  i ndustrial 
pol icy? None of these problems is less important than that of 
One Uni t  or the electoral system. B ut ,  quite obviously, it 
would be wrong, part icularly at this stage , to demand that the 
people should be called upon to decide these i ssues in a 
d i rect vote, because i t  i s  by far more important to ensure that 
e lections are held in Paki stan without further delay,  so that 
the present half-baked parliamentary regime can be replaced 
by governments drawing the i r  strength from legis latures 
elected by the people, and our two-year-old Constitution can 
be ful ly  enforced. 

However, there sti l l  are certain pol i t ical leaders. led by 
the Amir of the Jamaat- i-Is lami,  who persist in demanding 
that a referendum on the electoral i s sue should be held 
immediately .  Of course, they know ful ly  wel l  that there i s  no 
possib i l i ty of the present National Assembly agreeing to 
amend the Const i tut ion in order to make a referendum 
possible ;  for if  a sufficient majority could be mustered for 
this purpose, i t  would have been m uch simpler to  ask the 
Assembly to reverse i tse lf once again on the electorate 
question. Therefore, the demand for a referendum appears to 
be nothing more than an empty slogan . This view is confirmed 
by the l ine of propaganda fol lowed by the advocates of a 
referendum at any price. Elections  held on the bas i s  of joint 
electorates are anathematised, and it i s  said that they would 
' in fl i ct a severe blow on the sol i dari ty and i ntegrity of 
Pakistan. ' These prophets of doom wou l d  have u s  bel ieve 

that Pakistan rests on such a weak basis that joint electorates 
would shake its foundations. Apart from the fact that the 
integrity and sol idarity of Pakistan require greater cohesion 
among the different sections of i ts  people rather than the 
encouragement of communal and fissiparous tendencies. these 
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gentlemen certainly do not strengthen their cause by virtual ly 
equating i t  with Pakistan ' s  very existence. Equal ly fal lacious 
i s  their argument that a referendum would not de lay the 
elections: for anyone who cares to study the implications of 
organizing a country-wide referendum wi l l  agree that the 
work connected with i t .  and. if the electorate ru les are 
subsequently changed. the reprinting of electoral rol l s  and 
the re-del imitat ion of constituencies .  could not poss ibly be 
accomplished be fore two years . 

Therefore. it is perfectly c lear that the choice before the 
people is either to have a referendum or to have the elections 
within the next six months or so. They cannot possibly have 
both. In the circumstances. there can be no doubt that the mass 
of our people wil l  want elections to be held in accordance with 
the Election Commission ' s  published programme: for they know 
that the other path can lead the country to disaster. We would, 
therefore . l ike to hope that those who are not us ing the 
referendum s logan as a means of avoiding the elections wi l l  
abandon i t  completely. and jo in  hands with those who are 
demanding that the programme of the elections should now be 
announced and made irrevocable by the Election Commission .  

19  June 1 958 

Heredity and Politics 

Whether one believes in  the primacy of heredity or the effects 
of environment in determin ing the l i fe-expectation and 
characteri stics of l iv ing organisms. it must be accepted that 
in Pak i stan precedence is given to hereditary rights and 
pri v i leges over a host of other factors . Our socia l  and 
economic systems have always recogni sed the importance of 
heredity. and the opportunit ies that an indiv idual gets in l i fe 
depend very l argely on what he has inherited. Nor has this 
principle been whol ly absent from the field of pol i t ics .  

The elevation of Mr Saadul lah Khan to the West Pakistan 
Cabinet is only the latest example of polit ical office being 
inherited. In this Province there are a host of pol it ical leaders, 
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in the ruling party as wel l  as in the Musl im League, who 
have inherited an interest in politics from their fathers along 
with the wherewithal to pursue this interest. 

There wi l l ,  of course, be considerable doubt as to whether 
elevation is the right word to use in the case of Mr Saadul l ah 
Khan .  As an engineer he was hitherto engaged in constructive 
act ivi t ies ;  but, whatever portfol io he might be al lotted, i t  is  
extremely doubtful if he wil l  be able to make a s imi lar claim 
now . As a senior offic ial in  the C ivi l  Secretariat, he enjoyed 
great respect; it is  doubtful whether, despite h i s  personal 
qual i ties ,  he will be able to escape his share of the odium that 
attaches to the actions of some of his colleagues. And whereas 
he had a permanent, pensionable job, it is fairly certain that 
thi s present employment cannot be treated as anything e l se 
but temporary. 

Of course, as a man and an administrator, West Pak istan ' s  
newest Minister w i l l  stand head and shoulders above many 
of h i s  colleagues .  I t  i s  also true that few of them can consider 
their own inclusion in the Cabinet any more justi fied than 
that of Mr Saadul lah Khan . Nevertheless, i t  seems to be an 
unhealthy pr incip le that any person ' s  parentage should 
determine h i s  place in  the country ' s  polit ical l ife. 

12 October 1 958 

Administrative Clean-up 

There can be no doubt that  the mass of our people wi l l  v iew 
with genuine approval the administrative c lean-up that has 
been undertaken fol lowing the change of regime in the 
country . It is a wel l -known fact that over many years 
corruption, favourit ism and ineffic iency have been corroding 
the body poli t ic  of Pak i stan , and that the  various groups o f  

poli t ic ians who held the reins  of authority for brief periods 
were always so deeply involved in the scramble for power 
and pelf that scant attention was paid even to the most urgent 
nat ional  problems.  As a resu l t ,  the peopl e ' s  l ives were 
becoming steadi ly more burdensome and their outlook more 
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pess imist ic. The unchecked i nflation. the worsening state of 
l aw and order. bribery and nepoti sm.  fal l ing trade balances, 
and stagnation in agricu l tural and industrial production , are 
problems that could have been tackled effectively if the ru l ing 
parties had not remained deaf to public c lamour. and i f  those 
in  high office had not shut their eyes to the fact that the 
country they ruled \Vas taking a dangerous plunge towards 
the abyss of ruin. 

The new administration has right ly given first priority to 
the task of overal l  administrative reform . The statements and 
Orders issued by the Chief Martial Law Administrator and 
the Zonal Administrators c learly indicate that such patent 
evi l s  as b l ack-market ing and profiteer ing.  hoarding and 
smuggl ing. the i l legal trade in permits and l icences .  corruption 
and favourit ism. inefficiency and s lackness .  \v i i i  rece ive 
Au thor i ty ' s  immed iate atten t i on .  It c an be sa id  w i t h  
confidence that the authori ties wi l l  not fai l  in  their efforts to 
root out the parasit ic and evil growths which had spread so 
far that they threatened to paralyse our economy. This hope 
is  s trengthened by the promptness with which infringements 
of the price-control laws have been dealt with. Of the first 
step taken in connection with such anti-social crimes. the 
most i mportant is the arrest of Mr M. A. Khuhro. who has 
been held under the Hoarding and B lack Marketing Act, on 
the charge of having sold a Chevrolet car in  the black-market 
and being in  the possession of another brand new vehicle.  
Further comment on the case is not possible since i t  wil l  soon 
be put before a court of law. but i t  may be pointed out that 
the most s ign ificant aspect of the matter i s  that henceforth a 
person ' s  wealth or posit ion wi l l  not make him immune to the 
l aw .  H itherto. l aws meant to protect the economy were often 
used against the smal l dealers. persons guilty of over-charging 
in  terms of pies. but the big sharks were able to gamer their 
vast i l legal profits without any serious hindrance. and if they 
ever got caught in the net they were soon rescued by their 
influent ial friends in high places .  With the e l iminat ion of 
i nfluence-peddling and al l  its attendant ev i l s .  accompanied 



hy the re sto rat i o n  of d i sc i p l i ne among a l l  ranb of the 
ad m i n i strat i ve serv i ces .  i t  should  he possible to free the 
ad m i n i strat ion o f  the ' ar ious undes i ra b l e  p u l l s  that have 
pre vented i t s  proper fu nction i n g .  A nd i t  need hard l y  he said 
that the new reg ime w i l l  be able to secu re the \V i l l i ng co
operat ion of every honeq c i t izen i n  i ts  campaign agai nst those 
e l e ments i n  our soc iety who. through i l legal  and di shonest 
means. have grown rich at the cmt of the ord i nary peop l e  
and of t h e  country " s  econom ic equ i l i hri u m .  

2 6  October 1 958 

The Central Government 

The format ion o f  a new Cabi net at the Centre should he 
w e l c o m e d  as a � t e p  to\\ a r d s n o r m a l i s a t i o n  of t h e  
a d  m i n i  strati v e  structure .  The ud  hoc arran gement h urr iedly 
made after the promulgation o r  rvlart ia l  Law wa� suffic ient  to 
deal  w i th the more press i ng prob l e m s .  W i th i n  a fortn ight the 
d y a rchy--or. i n  the Pre � i dent " s  word s .  the two-man rcgi me
vvas able to hu ttn:''.S  the adm i n i strat i ve machi nery. to ensure 
s t r ic t  enforcrn1cnt  of the measures adopted to case the food 
s i t u at i u n .  and to deal e ffect i ve l y  w i t h  the smugglers and 
hoarders whose g n.:cd for profi t was beg i n n i ng to corrode the 
country " s  economy. But the h i ggcr  task of p l an n i ng and 
pol icy- maki ng c learly req u i re d  that gove rnmental  authori ty 
should vest in a body of men who wou l d  he col lect ively 
re s po n s i b l e  for a l l  m a j or d e c i s i o n s .  The C a h i n et " s  m a i n 
funct ion w i l l  be to examine the schemes prepared by the 
var ious  G m e rn m e n t  Depart m e n t:-- . and. after  t h o rough l y  
d i s c u s s i n g t h e  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d .  t o  form u l ate p l a n s  fo r 
economic and ad m i n i strat ive reforms.  Th i s  fu nct ion cou l d  
not eas i l y have been delegated t o  a n y  other body . Furt her, i t  
i s  e q u a l l y  neces sary that  i m p l e m e ntat ion o f  t h e  po l i c i e s  
e v o l v e d  and the day-to-day work i ng of the Government 
should be c losely superv i sed:  a nd oh\' ious ly  i t  was physica l l y  
i m possible for t w o  persons t o  keep a v i g i lant  e y e  on t h e  vast 
and expand i n g  fie l d s  of Government act i v ity .  
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Now t h at a fu l l - fledged C a b i n e t  h a s  been set u p .  it w i l l  

b e  c o n fi d e n t ! )  e \. pected t h a t  t h e  m aj or t a " k "  fac i n g  t h e  

cou n t ry-w h i c h  the  Pri m e  \ l i n i ..,ter  and C h i ef \l art i a l  Law 

A d m i n i strator h a s  a l ready ( )U t l i n ed in h i s  "peecl1 e -,-w i l l  be 

t aken up \\ i t h  speed and e ll iL· i c n c : . Among the"e t h e  most 

i m port a n t  is  the reh a b i l i ta t ion of Paki -.,tan · -.,  agri rn l t ure.  and

as ha-., corr e c t l y  bee n poin ted out by General A: u h--t h i "  not 

o n l y  r e q u i r e '  b e t t e r  Lh e o f  t h e  l a n d - t h ro u g h  b e t t e r  

i mp l e m e n t s .  good 'eeds.  a n d  sc i c 1H i fi c  met hmb o f  p la n t 

c are- b u t  a h o  bet ter  u"e  of the m e n \\ ho t i l l  t h e  l an d .  t h ro u g h  

r e fo r m  o f  t h e l a n d  " ) s t e m .  l b  n e \. t  t a -., k  w i l l  b e  t h e  

reo rg an i ..,a t i o n  of Pak i ,t an · "  i ndu "tr: b: e l i m i n at i n g  \\ aste of 

product i ve capac i t: . by bOlht i ng p roduc t i on to t h e  opt i m u m ,  

b y  e n s u r i n g  t he stead) s u p p l y  o f  raw rnate r i a h  and machi n e ry 

rep l aceme n h .  �rnd h: tak i n g  ' tep" to cun t ru l  t h L' pr icL' '- of 

i nd i genom good-., so t h at i n d u -., t r i e -.,  can be m ade t o  r u n  

\\ i t lrn u t  fleec i ng the co n " u m e r .  S i m i l a r l y .  1 n  \ a r i o u s  o t h e r  

-.,phere" a fa i r ! )  d ra " t i c  dep< 1rt ure \\ i l l  ha\  e t l l  he m a d e  from 

past  po l i c i e s  to ac h i C \ e t h e  best  poss i b l e  re s u l t \ .  A m o n g  a 
hO\l  of other  mat ter-., .  l e g a l  refo r m \ .  i rn p rm e n 1 c n t  o f  t h e  

educat i o n a l  ")"tern. reh a b i l i t at ion of t h e  Lfo p l aced person\.  

and rat i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f  the -.,oc i a l  \\ e l  fore "et-u p .  ,hou l d  he 

t aken in  h a n d  w it h o u t  de la: . The"c t ask\  a rc not  i m po " -., i b lc 

to accomp l i s h :  s i m i l a r  pro h l c m s  h a '  e been tack led \\ i t h  q u i l.· k 

succes'  i n  o ther  c o u n t r i e , .  I n  fac t .  1 he re i ,  110 rea-.,un at a l l  

w h y  Pak i s t a n  shou l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  to e n d  i h  m a l ai -.,e .  The 

m a l ady i-,  we l l  k n ow n :  the cure is  not  ob.,cure .  A l l  that  needs 

to be done i-., t o  appl: the r i g h t  remcdie"  \\ i t h  L·o u rage and 
determ i nat i o n :  and \\ c carnc�t ly lm1w that  t h i s  w i l l  now be 

done .  

The n e \\ team t h a t  ll l l\\ h o l Lb t h e  rc i 1h of po\\ e r  c a n  n u t  

be u na \\' are o f  t h e  hea\ ' hurde n "  t h e \  -., b o u l de r. The\ h a \ e . . . 
not  o n l :  to c l ear u p  t h e  acc u rn u la tcd 111L' '- "  of �1 .k...:adc · �  

rn a l adm i n i strat i o n .  de\  i � e  I'L'�d i � t i c  pul i c i e ' .  and \CL' t 1 : "u they 

are fa i t h fu l l y  i mpkmcntcd .  h u t  i n  , h �t r ing pu\\ C r  t hey abo 

' h are  r e , p o n , i b i l 1 t : fo r t h e  rc " t i t u t i o n  of d c 111 oc 1 a t i c  

i n s t i t u t i ons  i n  Pak i -., tan .  i n  accordance \\ i t h  t h e  p ro m i se s  m ade 
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on more than one occas ion by the Pres ident  and the Prime 

M i n i ster.  The people o f  P a k i stan may j udge them today 

pri mari l y  by the success of t h e i r  ad rn i n i s t ra t i \'e pol ic i e s :  but 

as the  years pas s .  the reg i m e  w i l l  be j ud ged by t he present  

and fu ture generat ions  of Paki stan i s .  and by the rest  of the  

wor l d .  by the success i t  ach i eves in  g i v i ng th is  cou ntry a 

s t a b l e  po l i t y  a n d  a s o u n d  e c o n o m y .  both fas h i o ne d  i n  

con formity w i t h  the w i shes o r  our people .  

29 October 1 958 

Change at the Centre 

The assumption of the office o f  Pres ident  by the C h ief  M art i al 

Law Adm i n is trator. fol l o w i n g  the decis ion that M a j or-General  

l s kander M i rza should step aside.  i s  the logica l  cu l m i nat ion 
of the  proces s  uf change t h at began t hree week s  ago w i t h  the 

p ro m u l g a t i o n  o f  M a rt i a l L a w  a n d  a b ro g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Const i tu t ion .  Th i s  step completes t h e  break w i t h  the past . and 

should  e nable the new reg i me to p l an Pak i stan · s  future pol i ty 
w i thout any i n h i b i t ions  i mposed by the personal pred i lect i o n s  
o f  a Pre� ident  who h a d  b e e n  i n  the t h i c k  of the  polit i cal  

batt l e s  of recent  years . In actual  fact .  the outgo i n g  Preside n t  
c o u l d  n o t  d i s aHJW a measure of respo ns i b i l i ty for t h e  u n happy 

state of affa i rs w h i c h  paved the way for the col lapse of the 

C o n s t i tut ion e \·en before i t  could  be fu l l y  e n forced. M an y  
peo p l e  i n  Paki stan w i l l .  therefore . agree w i t h  the  c o m m e n t  
m a d e  rece n t l y  b y  a B r i t i sh jou rnal t h at . ' i t i s  a com mo n  v i e w  

i n  Pak i stan-as. i ndeed. i n  s o m e  o t h e r  countr ies-that most 
of the pol i t i c i a n s  deserve to be stoned:  but it i s  hard l y  for 

G e ne ra l  M i rza to cast  the stones ' .  

Apart from re flect i o n s  ari s i ng from past e\'cnts.  the e n d  
of the dyarchy w i l l  e l i m in ate a l l  chances o f  c o n fus ion i n  
reg ard t o  the quest ion  of respo n s i b i l i ty for the new reg i m e ' s 
pol ic ies .  The former P res ident  has sa id  i n  h i s  explanat ion for 

re l i n q u i s h i n g  the re i n s  of o ffice t h at h i s  re s i g n at i o n  was 

necessary i n  order to avoid any ' se m b l ance of dual  contro l ' ,  

a n d  t o  e l i m i nate the i mpre s s i o n  that  the Pre s i de n t  and the  
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Prime M i n i qe r  · may n o t  a l \\ a)- s act i n  u n i -;on · .  HoweYer th at 

may he. i t \\ as e \ e n  more i mport an t to a \ o i d  the pos s i b i l i ty 

of a d u a l i ty of purpose . A n d .  fu rth er. Gen n e ral l skander 

M i rz a · s  depart ur e  \\ i l l  h e l p  to re m m e the i mpre -, -, i o n  t hat t he 

present reg i m e \\ ch t h e  aih\\ e r  to the  s u g g e s t i o n  made from 

t i me to t ime hy s m a l l  g ro u ps of i n d i \  i d u a l s  t h at he s h o u l d  

assume d ic tator i a l  pm\ er s . 

The dec l a rat i o n s  and po l i c )  s t a t e m e n h  t h a t  G e n e ra l  

M o h a m m e d  A )  u h  K h a n  ha-.,  m ad e  a -.,  C h i e f  \1a rt i a l  Lt\\ 

A d m i n i s t ra t o r  a n d  P r i m e  \ 1 i n i s t e r  \\ i l l  ac q u i re a n e w  

s i g n i fi c ance w i t h  the re m m  a l  o f  General I sk ander M i rza from 

the c e n t re ol the -.,tag e .  The h ope \\ i l l  I 1 l l\\ he -, t re n g t h e ned 

that the ne \\ reg i m e w i l l  g rapp l e more e tlec t i \ e l y  w i t h  t h e  

t a s k s  i t  h a s  o u t l i ned for i h e l f-- i n  part i rn l a r t h e  j o h  o f  

bri n g i n g  to book the l·orrupt and c r i m i n a l  e l e rn en h . I t  may 

abo he e xpel· tcd t h a t  e ffo rt s h) tho se i n  t h e  adrn i n i qrat i o n  

w h o  h a \  e n o t  been a b l e  Ill c h a ngL' t h e i r  \\ a:- o l  t h i nk i n g t o  
fi nd sc apegoah-an d  thlh I l l  d i \  e n  at te n t i o n  fro m t h e  rea l  
remed i e s  for t h e  i l b  w i t h  \\ h i c h  t h e  rn u n t n  is  a ffl i c te d-w i l l  
not  be to lerated.  a n d  t h at the ne\\ G m e rn m e n t  \\ i l l  e \ ohc a 
rationa l  o u t l ook towards t h e  \ ar i o u -,  q ue st i o ns i t  \\ i l l  be l·a l lcd 

upon to dec ide .  Last l y . one hopes t h at the m ac h i nery de\ i -,e d  

for res u rrect i ng reprl'scnta t i \  e i n s t i t u t i o n -,  \\ i l l  ht.' gm t'rned 
by the fu n d a m e n t a l  p r i nci p i e s of dernocral·y -aml there \\ i 1 1  

be n o  poss i h i l i t y o f  rn a noeu \rc s t o  1.: re at e  a l·t' rt a i n  office for 

a part i c u l ar person . 

27 :\ larch 1 959 

Political Purge 

The Pu h l i c  Offices ( Di sq u a l i f icctt io 1 1 1 Order \\ i l l  he \\ i de l \ 

\\ ekomed by the peopl e  as a s tep tm\ ards L· lcans i ng Pak i stan ' s  
pol i t i c a l  l i fe by d i squ a l i f) i ng ct l l  pt' r-,o n s  \\ Im art' p t< ' '  � ,I g u i l t y  

o f  c orru pt ion .  j obbery . w i l fu l  m a l ad m i n i , t rat i u n .  1 1 1 1 -, u se o f  

pub l i c  fu nds . or a n y  Pther ahuse o f  o tlic i ,d pm\ er or po, i t i o n .  
T h e  ne\\ l m\ \ i rtu a l l )  re\ i \ e' t h e  P u h l i c  and �c p re ,en t at i \e 

Office-, Disq u a l i ficat i o n  Act.  \\ h i  ch \\ a-, c n actt'cl i n  l 949 hut . 
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unfortunate ly .  was used only against persons \Vho. w h i l e  gui lty 
l i ke many others of m i sconduct. had offe nded the rul i n g  c l i q ue 
by t he i r  fact iona l  manoeuvri n g s .  A n d  when PRODA was 

repealed five years l ater. t he ru l ing  party was again actuated 

by undesirable motives.  in that it sought to save some of i ts  
supporters from the effect of proceedings under th is  law.  The 

people w i l l  earnestly hope that none of t he factors responsible  

for making PRODA a part isan weapon-which was wie lded 
only against the opponents of the rul i ng group and was al lowed 
to rust through d isuse as long as the m i screants remained loyal 

to the men at  the top-wi l l  he a l lowed to i nterfere with the 
process of j ust ice.  

The rules prescribed by the Gm ernment should e nsure that. 

on the one hand. i t  w i l l  not he possible to emp loy the Publ ic  
Offices Disqual ification Order for vict im i sation of a c it izen who 
has honest pol i tical d ifferences with those in  power. and that.  on 

the other. no d i scrimi nat ion wi l l  he al lowed by turning a bl ind 
eye towards the mi sdeeds of persons who ( some of them out  of 
sheer habi t )  are prepared to say that day is n ight aml n ight is day 
if they feel that they can thereby please someone in authori ty .  
The Law M i n is ter i s  aware of th is  danger. and of i t s  harmful 

consequences. He has g iven the assurance that the vice of 

PRODA. namely.  i ts ·v indict ive·  and · select ive'  appl ication. wi l l  
not be repeated. I f  t h i -;  safeguard can he m ade a defi n i te  

g uarantee, the l aw for the d i squal ification from publ ic l i fe of 
com1pt pol i t ic ian s  wi l l  he supported by every c i t izen .  I n  fact .  

earnest  pol i t ical  workers wi l l  approw of the  measure even more 
enthus i astica l ly  because i t  is meant to separate the b lack sheep 
from the rest of the flock .  So much has been said against the 

po l it i c i a n s  respons ib le  for the mess  i n  t h i s  country-and.  
certain ly .  not  w i thout cause-that there is  some danger of our 
people equat ing the corrupt tr ibe or pol i t icians with honest 

pol i t ical workers who seek to serve the national  interest and the 
revival of whose act iv i ty i s  necessary for the mobi l i sation of our 
people for properly grapp l i ng w i th various national tasks. 

Further. the add i t i on o f  a fine as p u n ishment  for person s  
convi c ted  by a PODO Tribunal  i s  unobject ionable .  I t  has 
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been la id  dm\ n that where a person has been held g u i l t y  of 
m i su s i n g  p u b l i c  fu nds or otherw i se deri Y i n g  d i rect benefi t 
from h i s  m i sconduct .  h e  w i l l  be forced to m ake good a l l  t h e  
money he has m i sappropriated or \Hong.fu l ly acqu i red .  The 

term ' Pu b l i c  Office '  has not been defi ned ye t :  comment  on 
t h i s  fac e t  of t h e  new l aw m u sL t h e refore . w a i t  u n t i l a 
c lar ifi c a t i o n  i s  m ade a \ a i lab le .  I t  i s  d i ffi c u l t  to u nderstand 
why the  new Order wil l  not apply to a person · for any t h i n g  
w h i c h  \\ a.s t h e  s u bj e c t  o f  procee d i ngs  a g a i n s t  h i m  u nder 
P R OD A '  I t  w i l l  he recal led t h at when PRODA \\ as re pealed,  
cert a i n  c a-.es  were pe n d i n g  before t h e  courts or were in the  
o ff i n g :  a n d  i n  c e rt a i n  o t h e r  c as e -. .  t h e  d i sq u a l i fi c a t i o n s  
i mposed o n  cert a i n  p o l i t i c i ans were re m o\ ed by a speci al 
order of the then G overnor-Genera l .  I f  the conduct  of a l l  \v ho 
ha\ e he ld  publ i c  office s i nce 1 947 i s  JHJ\\ go i n g  to be properly 
im c s t i g atecL one sees no reason \\ h ;.  t hose \\ ho escaped the 
net  i n  1 95-1- should be exempted from act ion u nder the  new 
O rder.  i f the c h arges in  each case are c o ns i dered t o  be 
g e n u i n e .  

A g reat d e a l  \\ i l l .  of course, depe n d  o n  the  ru les  fra med 
by the Central G m·ern rnent for e n forcement  o f  the  Order. 

The P u b l i c  and Representat i\C Offi ces  D i sq u a l i ficat ion Act 

was a wort lrn: h i k  m easure , and if  i t  had been app l ied w i t h  

scru pu l o us honesty a n d  i m part ia l i ty .  corru p t i o n  m a y  not have 
spread ih rooh and branches as i t has done . I m proper use  of 

the law des troyed some of i t s  sanct i ty .  a n d  i n  cert a i n  c ases 
those arra i g ned before a t r ibuna l  were t e m pted to wear a 

m artyr' s h a l o .  I t  i s  of t h e  g reatest  i mpmtance. t herefore, that  
not  o n l y  s h o u l d  _ j u s t i ce he d o n e  h u t  t h a t  t he procedures 

C \ o l \ ed m u st l eaYe no room for any doubt i n  the pub l i c  m i nd 
about  the pro secut i o n ' -,  hmw fiJl' 1 .  \\ e \\ o u l d  a l so suggest  

that  a spec i a l  agenc: , m a n n e d  by pe r'-'ll n s  of u n i mpeac hable 
i n tegrit ;. , shou l d  he se t  u p  for -. i ft i ng the e\  i dence l a i d  hcfore 
the G m e rn me n t  w i t h  regard to a pos s i b l e  L' ase aga i n st a 
c i t i ze n  u nder the Pu b l ic Offi c e s  ( Di sq u a l i fi c a t i o n ) Order. T h i s  
\\ i l L  fi rs t ! ) , m ake for g reater i rnpart i a l i t ) . I t  \\ i l l  a l so h e l p  t o  
e '\ peclite the  \\ OrJ... o f prepari ng and � i rt i ng the  case s .  S peedy 



accomp l i sh ment of th i s  task i s  i m portant  for \'ar iou-, reasons.  

but main ly  because Pak i stan · s i nterests can best  be served by 

the earl iest  poss ib le  return to normalcy i n  a l l  fiel d s .  In  fact .  

the  Go\'ernrnent  should set t h e  i nvest igation agency a t i me

l i rn i t  of three or four months for complet ing and fi l i ng  a l l  
ca-,es ari s i ng o u t  of t h e  past acti v i t ies  o f  cert a i n  po l i t i c ians .  
T h i s  would  al low the g u i l ty men to be dea l t  wi th  s wi ft ly ,  and 

a l so prewnt the creat ion of an atmosphere of uncerta in ty .  

And,  l as t ly .  let us  re member that 1,uch act ion  against a 
po l i t ic ian  held g u i l ty of corrupt pract ices should not  rea l l y  be 

necessary, and i n  a sense it wou ld appear to be mere l y  a 
negat ive  step. or course. pol i t ic ians  convicted of any crime 

should be su i tably pun i shed;  but the best pol i t ica l  purge is  

that which i s  carr ied o u t  by the peop le  the m se l ve s .  For 
example.  in Great B r i t a i n  today no pol i t ic ian  suspected o f  
be i ng e\ en rn i lcl ly  corrupt wou ld  dare face t h e  people at the 

po l l s .  Thi-,  i s  not somet h i ng un iquely B r i t i s h ;  the same state 
of affa i rs e x i st s  in many States and w i l l  soon he created i n  
Pak i stan.  once e lect ions  can he held honest ly a n d  reg u l ar ly .  
a n d  the p e op l e  are made t o  re a l i se t h e i r  po l i t i c a l  
respons i b i l i t ies .  Clean and free ekl' l i un s  are a n  essent ial part 
of the people ' s  pol i t ica l  educal ion.  and when our people are 
a l l owed to ta1,te the fruit  t hat has been pro m i sed to them for 
twelve years hut has al ways been kept out of t h e i r  reach o n  

some pretex t .  they w i l l  g row a n d  mature a n d  be a b l e  to grasp 

the ful l  sign ificance or their po l i t ic a l rights and d i scr iminate 
carefu l l y  between those who deser\'e the i r  votes and others 
who are not worthy of the people ' s  trust .  

II.  CONSTITUTIONAL OUTOOK 

12 August 1 947 

Pakistan 's Constituent Assembly 

I t  i s  meet  and proper that  the first name to be s i gned i n  the 
R o l l  of Memhe rs of the Pakistan Constituent A ssembly.  which 

i s  now at work at Karachi .  was that of Mohammad Al i  .J innah-
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a name which. more than any other. symbol i ses the Mus l im 
struggle for national freedom. The inaugura l  session of this 
august body. which i s  vested with fu l l  sm ereign powers i n  the 
name of the people of  Pakistan. was short and businessl i ke .  
The first g l impse was given to  the world of  the shape of  the 
future State in  one aspect .  by the unanimous election of a non
Musl im as ih first Chairman. Mr Mandar s election may be a 
smal l thing in itself. but i t  indicates that as far as the Musl im 
people are concerned. they consider that the battle is m er and 
they are eager to see that the smoke i s  a l lowed to subside. Mr  
J innah ·  s farewe l l  message to  Hindustan. wishing i t  a l l  peace 
and prosperi ty .  a-, also h i s  categorical promises to safeguard 
the rights and pri\ i leges of  minorit ies in  Pakistan. was of a 
piece wi th the same spirit of tolerance and good wil l .  We 
fen ently hope that this w i l l  engender s imi la r  feel i ngs among 
the leaders of H industan. In the words of the Quaid-i-Azam. 
the past should be buried and the two sm ereign States bui ld up 
their  ruture re lations on the basis of j ustice and equity. We 
should have thought that the Consti tuent Assembly at Delhi 
would ha\e had the courtes: to send i ts greetings and good 
wishes to i ts  counterpart. meeting at Karachi .  There is sti l l  
t ime for the Congress to give up i ts  \\ a i l ing and lamentation at 
an art ific ial uni ty destroyed. became a much higher. greater 
and more lasting unity of the Indian sub-continent can be 
attained by the working of the two SO\ ereign States. The 
Constituent Assembly of Paki stan has before it days and weeks 
of hard toi l .  for not only has i t  to frame the Constitution of the 
new country. hut i t  w i l l  simultaneously function as the highest 
l e g i s lat ive organ in the l a n d  u n t i l  such t i me as the new 

Constitution L·omes in to force. I t  is not po-;sihle at th i s  stage to 
\· i s ua l i se in de ta i l  what the framework of our  fu ture  
Constitution w i l l  be. hu t  \\ e s incerely hope that the Constitution 
w i l l  be such that al l real power is \ ested d i rectly in  the people 
and that our Const itution-makers w i l l  a\oid  the example of 
those assembled at Delhi who haYe accepted many ugly 
features of the 1 935 A.ct in  order to introduL·e \ arious 'checks 
and re-;ervations'  to �afeguard certain \ ested i nterests .  
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8 June 1949 

Pakistan's Future Constitution 

The President of the Pakistan Constituent Assembly is the first 
person in a position of authority to set a target date for the 
preparation of our new Constitution. During a press i nterview in 
London, Mr Tamizuddin Khan declared that the Paki stan 
Consti tuent Assembly was expected to reach the stage of 
considering the draft Constitution by about the end of 1 950, and 
that the first election would be held a year after the completion 
of the Const i tution. That some date. however far off, has at last 
been announced wi l l  be generally welcomed: but the fact that 
three and a half years after Pakistan· s inception the Constituent 
Assembly wi l l  onl� have reached the stage of considering a 
draft. and that it may take many long months to finalise its work, 
is certain to evoke considerable criticism. No one can deny the 
importance of the task in hand and the necessity for ensuring 
that the foundations of this new structure are laid with due care: 
but it should also be real ised that the rapidly deteriorating 
political situation in the country demands that genuine democracy 
be introduced as early as possible. It is quite obvious that unless 
the present gulf between the people of Pakistan and those who 
rule  in  their name is bridged, the confused pol i t ical si tuation. 
which has brought chaos to more than one Pakistani Province. 
wi l l  endure and continue to sap the country ' s  morale. The growth 
of a healthy polit ical atmosphere is absolutely essential for our 
progress and development, but as long as the country remains 
bound by the Government of India Act of 1 93 5 .  with i ts 
paraphernal ia of Safety Acts and Ordinances, genuine political 
progress will always be throttled. The Constituent Assembly 
must hasten the progress of its work and we suggest that the 
question of franchise, on which there can be no difference of 
opinion, should be fonnally decided without further delay, so 
that the l aborious task of preparing new voting l i sts, including 
every adult  Pakistani man and woman. can be started at once 
without wait ing for the Const i tut ion to be fi nal i sed and 
proclaimed. It i s  al so essential to give the maximum publicity to 
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the  recommenda t ions  of the v ar i ous  Committees of the  

Constituent Assernh! ) . so  that their proposals can  he  tested and 
tempered on the am ii of puhl ic crit ic ism. So far no one seems to 

have any but the Yaguest ideas as to the form and shape of our 

future consti tut ional structure. There i s  general agreement i n  the 
country on the broad principles out l i ned from t ime to t ime by 

our nat ional  leader-.,h i p  as  the bas i s  of Paki stan · s  fu ture 

Constitut ion. I t  can be said \\ i th confidence that hardly a si ngle 
honest Pak istani \\' i l l  quarrel with :'vlr Tamizuddin K han for his 

London decl aration \\ i th regard to matters l ike adu l t  franchise. 

ful l  democracy. equality of rights and j ustice. and complete 
cu l tu ral and rel igious freedom for the minorit ies. The real ly  

important thing.  howeYer. i s  the in terpretat ion of  these l audable 
principles.  The poss ib i l i ty of d i \ ergent \ iews arises as soon as a 

uniwrsal ly  accepted principle is g in�n  a practical form to gm ern 

the actual  worki ng of the Constitut ion. For i nstance. the principle 

of adu l t  franchise .  suggested by the West Punjab Franch ise 
Committee. has heen widely acclaimed. but their advocacy of 
the system of i ndirect elections has been condemned wi th almost 
equal unan imit) as a retrograde measure. \\ h i  ch would vi t iate 
the effect of the broad franchise. I t  is also fai rl y  certain that M r  

Tarn i zudd in  Khan · s  reported remark that  t h e  Amer ican  
Constitution was nearer t he I s lamic system of  Gowrnment than 

t he B r i t i s h  w i l l  c au se m u c h  heated arg u m e n t  among 
constitutional pundi ts .  The Constituent Assembl: must ensure 
that the democratic ideals to which the leaders of the nation 
stand p ledged are not smothered hy the syqem of checks and 
balances so farnured by the B ri t i sh  in I ndia :  democracy i n  
Pakistan must be pure and unfettered. for the people wi l l  not 

tolerate anything \\ hich hampers the free expression and exercise 
of the i r  democrati c  w i l l .  

6 October 1 950 

Constitutional Outlook 

The first g l i mpse uf the future cothti tu t ional  -.,tructure of 
P a k i ." t a n .  p ro \  i de d  b)  t i l e  rece n t l y - p ub l i s h e d  
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recommendations of the Constituent Assembly Committees 
on B asic Principles and Fundamental Rights. has bel ied al l 
the fond hopes raised during the last three years by pretty 
official  promises .  Not only arc the two reports a very poor 
effort technical ly.  but. what is  by far more serious, they have 
p u t  fo rward a p l an that  o ffends  aga ins t  most  of the  
universal ly-accepted princip les  of democratic pol i ty .  There i s  
much of importance that the Committees have not  touched. 
as  for i ns tance .  Pak i s tan · s statu s  l · i .1 - u - \ · i.1 the Br i t i s h  
Commonwealth and the question of popular representation 
for the States. while in what has been outl ined the most 
objectionable features appear to be the virtual abol ition of 
prov inc ia l  autonomy.  the c reat ion  of  cond i t ions  fo r a 
dictatorship of the pol it ical party in control of the executive, 
and the absence of sufficient guarantees to safeguard the 
l i berty of the c i t izen . In these c i rcumstances .  i t  is not 
surpri s ing that the people ·  s reaction to the doings of the 
legis lators has been sharp and. in the main. hosti l e .  With one 
or two exceptions,  the country ' s  Press has voiced the b itter 
publ ic  d isappointment at the two documents professedly 
produced after three years of unremitting toi l  and has cal led 
for a radical reshaping of the foundations on which the 
constitutional structure of a free and independent Pakistan is 
to be bui l t .  Further. with the exception of the offic ial Mus l im 
League. almost every pol it ical party and group in the  country 
has severe ly  cri t ic i sed the proposal s ;  and now di ssenting 
voices are beginning to be heard even in  the ranks of the 
rul ing party despite the dictatorial d isc ipl ine maintained by 
its bosses. The Khan of Mamdot has fel t  constrained to 
d isobey the Party Whip  and vote wi th the Opposi tion in the 
Pakistan Parl iament, whi le five Musl im MLA · s from East 
Bengal have i ssued a strongly-worded statement condem n i n g  

the proposed 'unconstitutional Constitution· and demanding 
the res ignat ion of their p rovinc ia l  representatives in  the 
Consti tuent Assembly .  

Al l  th is  i s  sufficient to indicate that  the self-congratulatory 
sentiments expressed by those responsible for preparing the 
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b luepr int  of Pakistan · s  new Constitution arc not widely shared 
i n  the  coun t ry .  If t he  M u s l i m  League l eadersh ip  were 

possessed of h igher  democrati c  trad i t ions .  one would expect 
it to take some not ice of the unusual unan i mi ty wi th  wh ich  

the  draft Const i tut ion has  been di sapprO\ ed of  by the  people 

and the i r  representat ives .  But we have seen in the past that 
those in pO\\ er are becoming adept at turning a b l ind  eye to 

everyth i ng that runs counter to the i r  O\\ n wh ims and w i shes .  
On more than one occas ion the Pri llle M in i ster o f  Pak i stan 
has expressed complete i gnorance of any d i fference between 

his pronounce lllents and publ i c  opinion in the country. when 
i t  has been qui te oh\ ious that an unbridgeable gulf ex i sted 
between offic ia l  pol ic ies  and nat ional sent i ment .  Whatever 

the Central Government ' s  att i tude as far as other quest ions 
are concerned. at least in the matter of the countn · s fu t ure 
Const i tut ion i t  should have d iscarded its pract ice of i gnor ing 

the mice of the people and pay ing  heed on !)  to the plaudits  
of i t s  Party henchmen or t he sycophants who crowd round 
every group in power .  The proceedings of the Const i tuent 
Assembly  shO\\ . howe \cr .  that the Go\  crnment .  on  the 
strength of i ts  majori ty in a House whose representat i ve 
character has been further d i l u ted by nominat ions .  i s  r id ing 
rough-shod over a l l  e fforts to imprO\ e on t he ex tre me l y  

unsat isfactory drafts placed before the Const i tuent Assembly 
by i ts  Commi ttees .  The despot ic  gen t l emen seem to he 
unaware of the fact  that a country ' s  Const i tut ion cannot be 
treated as an ord inary B i l l .  to be rushed through the House 
by the force of a l eg i s lat i ve major i ty .  The matter i s  not a 
sectional i ssue.  and s ince it elJua l ly  concerns every c i tizen of 

the State a s i ncere effort should he made to ensure that the 
fina l  Const i tut ion is such that i t  rece i \ es the w i l l i ng a l legiance 
and respect of the overwhe l m i ng major i ty of Pak is tan · s  
people .  I f  a jerry-bu i l t  structure. unsu i table  for and um\ anted 
by our people.  i s  not to be fo i sted on the country. the Mus l im  
League leadership a t  the Centre must change i t s  present 

unheal th)  out look on  the const i t u t ional  ques t ion and he 
prepared to accept outs ide opinion so that the fi na l  resu l t  of 
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the Consti tuent Assernbly " s  prolonged labours i s  someth ing 
that conforms to democrat ic ideals  and to the wi shes of 
Paki stan · s  freedom-loving people. 

23 November 1 950 

Postponement 

The Cons t i t uent  Assemb l y ' s  dec i s ion  to defe r  further 
consideration of the Report on Basic Principles wi l l  be greeted 
wi th widespread publ ic approval . Al though this postponement 
i nev i tably means further de lay in  the pro m u l gat ion of 
Pakistan ' s  new Constitution. the people wi l l  wi l l ingly submi t  
to the extension thus gi ven to the Government of India Act of  
1 935  if  they are assured that the constitut ional blueprint now 
before the country can he improved sufficiently to g ive them 
a truly democrat ic  form of government .  The document 
produced by the Basic Pri nciples Committee. after many long 
months of cogitation. was so utter I y unsatisfactory. even as 
an interim report. that it evoked an unprecedented storm of 
protest from wide sections of our people .  It i s  gratifying that 
the Musl im League leadership has chosen to bow before 
publ ic opinion on this i ssue. While deference to popular 
demands should always be a fi rst princ ip le  wi th  every 
Government pledged to democracy. in the matter of writing 
Paki stan ' s  future Constitution it i s  necessary for the Centra l  
Government to make special efforts to ensure that i ts actions 
are supported by the largest possible majority in the country. 
As Mr Liaquat Ali  Khan himself implied, during h i s  speech 
on the resolution recommending that discussion of the Report 
be postponed, the task of prepari ng the Const i tution cannot 
be regarded as a party i ssue. since i t  v i tally concerns the 
future of the entire nat ion. Further, the restricted franch ise on 
which the present legislators were elected. the indirect method 
of this  election. and the subsequent addi tion of nominated 
members. can legitimately create public misg iv ings  about the 
representat i v e  charac ter o f  the Cons t i tuent  A s semb l y .  
Therefore . i f  these defec t s  c a n n o t  he re moved ,  i t  i s  
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part i c u lar ly  essen t i a l  that  the Cons t i t u t i on -mak ing  body 

should take proper not ice of \\ hat i s  said about i t s  \vork by 
the people  and the nat ional  Press .  

The Report on Bas ic  Pri nc ip les  has  now been referred 

back to i t s  authors by the Const i tuent  Assemb ly .  w i th  the 
d i rec t i ve t h a t  t h e v  s h o u l d  rec o n s i de r  t he i r  o w n  

recommendat ions and take i nto account a m  concrete and 

defin i te suggest ions .  made before the end of January next .  
that are in  conformity \V i th  the Object iYes Resol u t ion .  I t  i s  
hoped t ha t  those \\ ho cl i sagree \\ i th  t he  proposa l s  o f  the 

orig ina l  Report w i l l  t ake fu l l  advantage of  the opportu n i ty 
thus  g iyen to suggest necessary changes and i mprovements .  
I t  s ho u l d  be re m e m b e re d .  h o w e Y e r. t h a t  the fi n a l  
respons ib i l i ty  remai ns  w i th the Bas ic  Princ iples  Commi ttee. 

for i t  can.  after a period of two-and-a-half months. send back 
i ts  Report to the House w i thout d i sp lac ing a s i ng le comma. 

The share of pub l i c op in ion  in he lp i ng  to remou ld  the 
princ ip les on which our Const i tut ion i s  to be based w i l l  be 
determi ned en t i re ly  by the Members of this Commi ttee . I t  is  
of the greatest importance. therefo re .  t hat these gent lemen 
should not imagine that the task a l lotted to them i s  a mere 
formal i ty or no more than a tact ical  mm e on the Centra l  
Govern me n t " s  p a rt t o  a l l mv t h e  b u b b l e  o f  p op u l ar 

d issat i sfact ion to subs ide before i t  rushes through the or igi nal  
Report. E \ en  i f  no  · concrete and defi n i te "  proposal s are 
submi tted for the ir  cons iderat ion .  it w i l l  be t he i r  duty to re
examine the Report and redraft i t  i n  the l ight  of the i ntense 

cri t i c i sm that i t  has prO\ oked. The main object ions to the 
out l i n e  o f  the proposed Const i tut i o n  are wel l known, and, 
a l though outs ide suggest ions can be most u sefu l .  we have no 
doubt that the Comm i ttee is qu i te  capabl e  of making i t s  
rev i sed proposals  conform to the popu lar demand for greater 
democrati sat ion and more effect iYe safeguards again s t  the 
danger of authori tar ian i sm.  I t  i s  ob\ ious that un less  the Bas ic  
Princ ip les  Committee approaches i t s  task  i n  t h i s  sp ir i t .  i t  is  
poss ib le  that-despite the best  effort s  of i nd i \ idual s or groups 
to put forward a better draft-the Const i tuent  Assembly " s  
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commendable dec is ion to stop the passage of the ori g i n a l  
Report w i l l  have heen a s h e e r  waste o f  t i me .  

1 5  A pril 1 952 

The Language Problem 

The Constituent Assemb l y ' s  recent resolve to refrain from 
taking an i m medi ate dec ision on t he langu age q uestion and 
to deal with the matte r when it comes up is professedl y  
moti vated b y  the desire t o  allow consideration of t he issue i n  
a n  atmosphere free from tension and acri monious debate. 
There can be no doubt that an i mportant question of t h i s  
nature shoul d  n o t  h e  decided upon h u rriedl y,  n o r  should the 
deci sion be taken i n  consult at ion m e re l y  with e motion or 
s e n t i m e nt-to the e x c l u s i o n  of r e a s o n  a n d  p r ac t i c a l  
consi derations-or o n  the bas i s  o f  a maj ori ty vote . I t  shoul d ,  
however. a l s o  be real ised that prolonged de lay i n  arri v ing at 
a solution is fraught wi th  many dangers.  Therefore. it i s  
essential that early steps should h e  taken b y  the Constituent 
A ssembly to reach a deci sion on the language q uestion. in 
co nsul tation with publ ic opin ion i n  both wings o f  Paki stan , 
and that the s logan-mongering of recent  weeks should y i e l d  
p l ace to c al m cons ideration o f  t h e  i s sues i nvolved.  

U nt i l  a few months ago i t  was more o r  less  taken for 
g ranted that U rd u  would  be the o n l y  State l a ng u age of 
Pakistan:  but,  j udging from the storm of protest raised by 
Khwaj a  Nazimudd i n ' s  decl aration to t h i s  effect d u ri n g  h i s  
l a s t  tour of East Bengal a n d  the subsequent events i n  that 
Pro v i nce. i t  is clear that most people in East Pakistan had 
never who l l y  reconci led themselves to this position and that 
they now want Bengali to be g i v e n  equal statu s .  I n  the keen, 
and somet i mes bitter. controversy that h as en sued , i t  seems 

to h ave been forgotten by t hose who dogmat i c a l l y  assert their  
parti c u l ar v iewpo i n t  that  the grant of a formal r ight  to one 
l a n g uage o r  t h e  other c a n n ot automati c a l l y  l e ad t o  i t s  
acq u i r i n g  t h e  posit ion o f  t h e  country ' s  linguo .fiw1co. A 
com mon l anguage for the whole country is ,  i ndeed, desirable, 
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but it can only emerge after a lengthy process of evolution, 
and any attempt to impose a part icular language on a large 
section of the people would merely strengthen their res istance 
and thus defeat the \ ery purpose that i s  sought to be achieved. 
In the heat of the country-wide debate that has fol lowed the 
agitation in  favour of g iv ing Bengal i the status of a State 
language. few haw stopped to explain \\ hat exactly they 
regard to be the function of a State l anguage. \Vhat steps 
should be taken to i ntroduce the nat i onal  language or 
languages \vhere Engl i sh now holds S\\ ay. and what place 
should be g iven to the various regional languages. It i s  
necessary that a l l  these quest ions shou ld  be  thoroughly 
examined before an attempt i s  made to lay down a defin i te 
l inguist ic pattern for the country. 

In West Pakistan. al though the people of the different 
l i nguist ic unih wou ld natural ly l i ke their local languages
spokcn by the mass of the people-to be encouraged in every 
way. there i s  general agreement that Urdu should be adopted 
as the lingua ff"wzco. For hi storical and other reasons. it i s  
already the most widely understood language in  th is  part o f  
the country. i t  has been nurtured and enriched b y  many 
generations of our best writers and poets .  and i t  is already 
accepted as a secondary offic ia l  language in the various 
Prov inces and States of West Pak i stan . Further. pub l ic  
sentiment i s  strongly in favour of  adopting Urdu as the State 
language. In East Bengal. however. these condi t ions do not 
ex ist .  and the geographical di stance separating the two parts 
of our country i nc\  i tably adds to the d i ffi cu l t i e s .  It i s  
essential .  therefore. t o  exam ine the de mand o f  the East B engal 

people w i t h  great sympathy and to s tudy the prec i se 
i mp !  i c at i o n s  o f  h ; n  i ng t w o  S tate l anguages  before 
pronouncing fi nal j udgment on the quest ion .  So  far no 
detailed and c lear-cut  proposal seems to have been put 
forward by anyone and much of the discussion on the question 
has been somewhat airy. However. if  the people of East 
Pak i stan are fi rmly  resoh ed to gain recognit ion for Bengal i 
as a State l anguage . thi s right should not be opposed by the 
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people of West Paki stan. But .  whatever the ul t imate dec ision 
taken on this point. i t  is  extremely important that concrete 
efforts shou ld be made to rescue our national languages from 
the state of neglect in which they have been kept during the 
decades of fore ign ru le, so that our people are no longer 
hampered in their educational development by the barrier 
created by the domination of our national l i fe by a fore ign 
language . Once serious efforts are i n it iated to examine thi s 
question from the standpoint of practicabil i ty ,  there are good 
grounds for hoping that it wi l l  be possible to reach a just  
solution of the language problem that would be acceptable to 
all concerned. 

11 January 1 953 

Basic Principles 

The basic constitutional structure proposed by the B PC Report 
[appears] to be based on an unhappy admixture of di vergent 
constitutional concepts which fai l s  to provide a set -up suited 
to the pecul iar conditions of Pakistan. While it i s  hoped that 
the authors of the Report will make an honest effort to recast 
the i r  proposals in such a way that the demands of Pakistan ' s  
d ifferent units can be adjusted without leaving any cause for 
rancour and bitterness, thereby prov iding the opportunity for 
greater national unity and sol idarity, it is necessary to examine 
other features of the constitu tional proposals now before the 
country. Apart from the question of whether the S tate of 
Pakis tan should be one admin i s trat ive  un i t .  or a proper 
federation, or that. in v iew of the geographical and other 
factors, a confederal pattern should be evolved between East 
and West Pakistan, the issue which has provoked the most 
in terest i s  the BPC ' s  effort to formulate a plan for what they 
would l i ke the people of Pakistan to regard as an Is lamic 
Const i tu t ion .  In th is  regard , a number of const i tut ional  
i nnovations,  ex ist ing in  no country i n  the world ,  not  even in  
S tates which are populated whol ly by Mus l ims ,  have been 
suggested. The propaganda motif is throughout fairly obvious. 
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In the i te m s  i nc l uJed i n  the D i rect i ve Pri n c i p l e s  of S tate  

po l i c y .  n o  a t tempt  h a s  been m ad e  to d e fi n e  c !ear ly  t h e  

p ro b l e m s  i m o h c J  o r  s u gg e s t  e ffe c t i w  m e a n s  for t h e i r  

s o l u t ion.  a n d  some o f  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s  are s o  burde ned w i t h  

q u a l i fy i n g  c la mes t h a t  the) c a n  s a fe ! )  be i g nored or defe rred 

for an i nd e fi n i te per iod .  For i n stance.  the di rec t i  \L.' that · steps  

should  be tal-..e n  to  e l i m inate riho as soon �h i t  ma) he p m s i b l e  

to do s o ·  h as l i t t l e  prac t i c a l  \ a l ue .  S i m i lar! ) . the i nj u n c t i o n  

t h a t  · t h e  S t ate shou l d  e ndea\  o u r  t o  d i scourage a m o n g s t  t h e  
'.\lu s l i m s  o f  Pal-.. i stan paro c h i a l .  t ri ba l . rac i a l  and other  s i m i l a r  

u n - l s l a m i c  fee l i ng s .  etc . ·  a m o u n t s  to t h e  i n corporat i o n  o f  a n  

O \ ern orked c l i c he .  \\ h i c h  sou nds  part i c u l ar l y  fat u o u s  i n  \ ' i e \\' 

of the m a n ner i n \\ h i c h  t h e  B PC h a s  deal t w i t h  the  prm i n c i a l  
q u e s t i o n .  A n d  t h i s  c l au:-,e may be i n terpreted hy some to 

m e a n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  n e e d  to h e l p  t h e  n o n - :\ I u s l i rn  
com m u n i t i e s  to acq u i re a fee l i n g o f  b e i ng a part  o l  the 

Pak i s t a n i  nat ion .  F u rt her. the pn1posa l  t h at t h e  I kaJ o f  the 

S t a t e  s h o u l d  be a :\ l u s l i rn  \\ o u l d  a p p e a r  to b e  t o t a l l y  
red u ndant  i n  a cou n t ry where t he l\l u s l i m s  form about  9Wk 
of the pop u l a t i o n .  I t '' i l l  mere ly  create a fee l i ng ol i n fer ior i ty  

among the n o n - l\1 u s l i rn  nat i ona l s  o f  Pak i s tan .  ,l' i \  i n g  them 

the i m pre s s i on that  t he y  arc  be ing  t reated as seL·ond-g rade 
c i t i zen:-, .  And. last l y . a p ro fe s s i o n o f  a l l eg i ance t o  the H o l y  
Qura n  a n d  5;111 1 1 10/z i s  re peate d l y  ment ioned.  e \ c n  \ \  i t h  regard 
to the e xerci se of c l e mency hy the (J ( l \ e rnor- G e n e ra l .  but t h e  
i nc l u s i o n  o f  t hese pare n t h e t i c a l  c l a u se s  does noth i n g m ore 

t h a n  t o  p nw i d e  a screen o f  I sl a m i c p h raseo l o g y  w i t h o u t  

i ntroduc i n g  the dem ocracy and soc i a l  j m t i c c  w h i c h  form t h e  
c o n t e n t  o f  I s l am i c  pol i c y .  I t  i s  of i n tere s t .  however. that  t he 
H o l y  Q u ran and t h e  S111 1 1 1 11/z are not  m e n t ioned i n  re l at i o n  to 

t he · s u i t ab l e · prO\ i " i o n  of pa: and �d i em a11l·es  fo r t he H ead 
o f  the S t ate and the M i n i s ters .  If  the i r  e nrn l u rne n h  h ad been 

re str icteJ in  accordance \\ i th  h l a rn i L' t rad i t i o n .  rn u re people  

wou l d  h a \ e been con\ i nced u f  t h e  B PC "  " i nceri t \ . 
The B PC ha\ e a l s o  su ggested a pn)\ i s i o n  la) l l lg d 1 i w n  

that  no l eg i s l at ure :-- h o u l d  e n �ll't any Lrn \\ h i c h  i "  rep u g n a n t  
to the H o l y  Quran and the S111 1 1wlz . T h i s  i s  not i n c l uded among 
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the D i rect ive Princ i p les :  i nstead, a cumpl icated procedure has 
been devi sed to i m plement t h i s  i njunct ion .  It is rccommend�d 

that the Head of the State should appoi n t  a Board cons is t ing 
of persons ' we l l -versed in  I s lamic  l aw:-, ' : that i f  a Mus l im 

Member rai ses  an objec 1 ion a t  any  s tage i n  t he  d i scuss ion of  
a B i l l .  t he  measure. when  passed by the  Legi s l ature. w i l l  be 

sent  a long w it h  the object ion to the Head of the S tate. who 
w i l l  ask the Board for i t s  or i n ion :  and i f  the u !enw are 
unan imously of the v iew that the object ion i s  j u st i fied, the 
B i l ls w i l l  he sent back to the Leg i c. l a ture for recons iderat ion .  

A s im i l ar procedure i s  recommended fur the PrO\ i nces .  I n  
the first place. i t  i s  extremely doubtfu l  i f  any  such  mach inery 
i s  at a l l  necessary . Wi th  a large M us l im major i ty  i n  every 

Leg i s l ature  of  Paki stan . i t  is i nconce ivable that any measure 
should kno\\ ing ly  he passed wh ich i s  rep llgnant to the tenets 
of  Islam. N or can i t  be assumed that a Leg is la ture would do 
so unw it t i ng ly .  for e\ en if none of  its members arc wel l 
versed i n  the  Holy Quran and the Sunnah .  wh ich i s  almost 
i mposs i ble .  ach icc and cri t i c i sm on this point  would  readi l y  
b e  ava i l ab le  from outs ide .  The method devi sed b y  t h e  B PC i s  
anyhow ut ter ly unacceptable  for a number of  reasons .  I n  the 

fi rst p lace. the B oards w i l l  he nom inated by the Head of the 
State or the var ious Head:-, of the U n i ts. wh ich in  fact .  means 
that the Cabi nets w i l l  determ i ne the personnel of  these Boards 
and. be i ng paid agcnh of the Government.  it i s  more than 
l i ke l y  that the 1 1/cma 's adv ice w i l l  be tempered by the i r  
grat itude to those who ha\c prov ided them w i th  l ucrat ive 

jobs .  Further. the deci s ions  of these Boards wi l l  become the 

subject matter of a theolog ical controversy between d i fferent 
sects or those who uphold d i fferent i nterpretations  of the Ho ly  

Quran and the  Sunnah.  I n  case of  any di fference of opin ion 
among the members o f  t he Board, the  mat ter has  been l eft to 

the d iscret ion of  the Head of  the State and. in any case. the 
fina l  dec is ion w i l l  st i l l be taken by the legis lature i t se lf. except 
that .  i f  i t  is act i ng agai nst the op in ion of the B oard. the 
measure must be supported by a maj or i ty of  i ts M u s l i m  
members. Thi s  procedure. apart from strengthen i ng the feel ing  
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among n o n - M u s l i m  l e g i s lators that they have heen denied 
equa l  r ights .  i s  h ighly u n democrat ic  and i s  l ik e l y  to l ead to 
var ious  unde s i rable  com p l icat i o n s .  E \  e n  if  the authors o f  the  
B PC R eport are  determi ned to pac i fy those among the ulcnw 

who h a \ e n o  i n fl ue nce \\ ith the peop l e  and arc see k i n g  
pol i t i ca l  power a n d  authori ty  t h rough t h e  back.door. a s i mpler  
procedure c o u l d  ha\t �  been de\ i scd to make s u c h  ml\  i c e  
a v a i l ab l e  to the l eg i -., J at ure-\\· i thout restri c t i ng i t s  ]JO\\ Crs i n  
a n y  way or a l l o w i n g  one member to adopt d i l atory t ac t i c s .  

T h e  w i despread oppo s i t i o n  to the pro po s a l  for Boards o f  
ulenw s h o u l d  n o t  b e  i gnored by the Const i tuent  Asse m b l y .  
A s  for a l te rn at i \ e p ropo s a l s  on the s a m e  l i n e s .  t h e  o n l y  
concrete suggest ion that h a s  so far heen m ade i s  t h at .  i n qead 
o f  such B oards be i n g  appoi nted to ad\ i se the H ead of the 
S tate or the H e ads o f  L n i ts .  t he y  -.,hould alh i se the S upreme 
C o u rt and the H i g h  Cou rt s  and t h at a n )  l a \\ w h i ch i s  

cons idered to he re pugnant  t o  the H o l y  Quran or the Sw11wh 

shou l d  be c h a l l enged i n .  and be ad j udicated upon by. the 
courts- i n c o n s u lta t ion  w i t h  the Boa rd of 1 1 /cn w .  W h i l e  t h i s  
a lternat ive w o u l d  cert a i n ! :;- a l l m\ t h e  l e g i s la tu re s  t o  fu nct ion 
s mo ot h l y .  i t  c r e a t e s  n c n g r a \ c r  co m p l i c a t i o n -., .  Q u i te 
obviou s l y .  the court s  c a nn ot be asked to i n terpret a hody of 
e t h i ca l  p recepts a n d  moral i n j u n c t i n n s  \\ i t hout their ha\ i ng 
heen properly codi fie d :  a n d  the se l l i ng up o f  Boards of 1 1 /c11w 

w i th q u a s i -j ud i c i al authori ty w o u l d  a g a i n  l ead to \\ i de sp read 
contro v e rsy w h i ch m u s t  he aniidcd.  p a rt i c u l ar l y  w h e n  i t  
rel ates  t o  the  dec i s ions  o f  our  h i g hest court s .  The o n l y  sane 
\vay of e n s u r i n g  that the t ru e  s p i r i t  of  I s l am is  fostered i n  t h i s  
country i s  t o  establ i sh a fu l l )  democratic S tate a n d  l eave i t  t o  
t h e  gond sense of t h e  re presentati \  c s  of t h e  people t o  estab l i sh 
a <,ociety \\ h i  ch conforms to I s l am i L· i de a l s  . .  -\ n )  < l ttempt to 
create a c l a� �  o f  c ler ic�  or l aw - g i ver� \\ ho L· an defy ur hypass 
the \\ i l l  of  the  peop l e  i�  U J1des i rah l e  from e \  e r:. flO i n t  of 
v i e w .  That t h i s  w a s  a l so the v ie w  o f  the Q u a i d - 1 - .-\zam i s  
perfect ly  c l e ar.  a n d  \\ C wou l d  reco m mend that those w ho 
take pr ide i n  h av i n g  been the Q u a i d - i - .-\ 1 a m · s  a��ociates  
should  read the stateme n t s  and speeches  made ny h im.  soun 
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after the estab l i shment of Pak i stan .  on the fu ture pattern of 
our S tate. 

6 September 1 954 

Constitution-making 

The Central Mus l i m  League Assembly Party cont inues to 

tackle the i mportant task o f  Const i tu t ion-mak i ng as if i t  were 
an i ssue  wh ich  concerns the Party but  has  l i tt l e  or no  
s ign i fi cance for the  people .  I n  defi ance of  a l l  canons of  

democracy . the  Mus l im  League has  retained i t s  complete 
c o n t ro l  over  t he  C o n s t i t uen t  Asse m b l y  by  the  s i m p l e  
exped i en t  of refu s i ng to h o l d  n e w  e lect i ons .  wh i l e  by
elcct ions have been gerrymandered and not unoften seats have 
been fi l led through nomi nat ions .  As a resu l t .  i t  is genera l l y  
accepted that whatever democrat ic sanction cou ld once rightly 

ha\ e been c laimed by this body . e lected e ight years ago on a 
l i m ited franchise .  has by now been complete l y  v i t i ated: and 
that .  today . the gent lemen who i n s i st on funct ion ing as the 

sole custodians o f  Pak i stan ' s  nat ional so\ ere ignty represent 
no  one but themse lves .  I t  cannot be gai nsaid that i n  a d i rect 
and free elect ion .  the vast majori ty of our MC As would suffer 
the fate of those of the i r  col l eagues who faced the e lectorate 
in the East Bengal e lect ion . I t  is i nterest i ng  that . al though for 
reasons not u nconnected w i th fact ional  manoeuvr ing .  the 
u n representative character of the Mus l im  League MCAs from 
East Bengal has at l ast been recogn i sed by the spokesmen of 

the M us l i m  League i n  West Pak i stan. and M r  Nuru l  Amin  
and  h is  group are being to ld  i n  c lear. and  often rude. terms 
that they have no right whatsoever to speak on behalf of East 
Bengal ,  and even that they should not meddle  w i th West 
Paki s tan ' s  a ffa irs .  

Apart from the  u n d e n i ab l e  fac t  of t he  Cons t i t u en t  
A s se m b l y ' s  u ndemocrat i c  c haracter�w h i c h  c a n n ot be  

exp la ined away by legal qu i bb l i ng about the vague l y-worded 
I nd i an  I ndependence Ac t  of the B ri t i s h  Parl iament�the 
manner in wh ich the Const i tut ion is be ing framed is equal l y  
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repreh e n s i b l e .  I t  see m s  fa i r l y  o b \  i o u s  t h a t  i n  de v i s i n g  

c o n s t i t u t i on al form u l ae .  the party and i t s  \ ar ious  g ro u p s  are 
far more i n tc r1.'stcd i n  emuring t he i r  0\\ n pol i t i c a l  \' i ab i l i ty 

than i n  g i \ i ng the cou n t ry a con s t i t u t i onal  s truct ure .s u i ted t o  

i t s  needs and capable o f  safeguard i n g i h  prog re s s  towards 

genuine  dc mocrac: . A s  a re s u l t .  after  more than sc\  e n  years 
of to i l  we arc s t i l l  not w i t h i n  re ach o f  the goal : not  o n l y  t h i s .  

b u t  t h e  path to b e  fo l l  cm ed b y  t h e  people h a s  been obscured 

by the dust o f  rn n fu � i on raised b y  the chro n i c  i n t ra- party 

s t ru g g l e  for pm\ e r. and no one knows \\ hen the pro l onged 

sta le mate \\ i l l  end or  in w h i c h  d i rect i o n  we \\ i l l  be led by the 
c r i s i s - s t r i c k e n  and d i \ i dcd ru l i n g  p a rt y .  The cL1 rkness  i s  

i n te n s i fi e d  by the fact that .  ha\ i n g  assu med a m onopoly of 
the r ight  to frame t h e  cou ntry · s  Comt i tu t i o n .  the fu nct ions  of 

the Con-.t i tuent  Assembly ha\ c \ i rt u a l l y  been u s ur ped by the 
M u s l i m  League A ssembly Party . A l l  \' i t a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  take 

p l ace in the part :  m ee t i n g s .  and t he i s sues arc p l aced before 
the  A s s e m b l y  o n l y  \\ hen some sort of a compro m i se h as 
been reac hed among the \\ arr i n g  fact i n n s .  W i t h  co n s t i t u t i onal  

compro m i se s  b e i n g  hatched i n  secrecy.  ru mours and i n sp i red 

' l eaks '  are about  t he o n l y  source o f  i n formation l eft  to t he 

peop l e .  I t  i s  not surpr i s i n g .  therefore . that p u b l i c  i n terest  i n  
t he cou n t ry ».,  nc\\ Const i t u t i o n  i s  o n  t he \\ ane :  and.  w he ther 
or  not  the  apathy and fru stra t i o n  c reated by the M u s l i m  
L e a g u e ' s  resort t o  u nde mocrat i c  s t ra tage m s .  a n d  b y  i t s  
tard i ne s s  and bung l i ng .  are the re s u l t  o f  a del i berate pol icy .  
the  s i t u at i on i s  cert a i n l y  fraught  wi th  g ra \c danger  to the  

country · s  fut u re .  
I n  t h e  latest  of i t s  man: cr ises .  t h e  !\1 u s l i m Leag ue has 

appare n t l y  rej ected the pro posal  for mer g i n g  the p rm i nces of 
West  Pak i s ta n  i n to one u n i t .  Fol lcrn i ng the fa i l ur e  of th i s  
m m  c .  i t  i s  report ed t h at a scheme for a /onal  federa t i o n  of 

some sort h as hcc n  put forward hy cert a i n  West Pal-. i st a n  

M C  A s .  l\io fu rt her i n form at i o n  i s  \ c t a\ a i l ab l c .  and i t  i s  

a l ways d i ffi c u l t  to  make a forecast  about t h e  schemes w h i c h  
em erge from t h e  fert i l e  b ra i n s  of our  \ l u s l i m  L e a g u e  l e aders.  

B u t i i" the new p ro p o s a l  c o n fo r m s  t l l  the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  



arrangemenh first �ugge sted i n  these col u mns more than two 
years ago-and often described as the confederal p lan-it 
would seem that some at least among the M u s l i m  League 
MCAs are veeri ng:  round towards a s<mer view of Paki stan ' s  

cons t i t u t iona l  proble m s .  Be  that a s  i t  may . t he re i s  no  

guarantee a t  a l l  t ha t  the present Cons t i tuent As sembly i s  

capable of  evol v ing:  a sens ib le  conqi tut ional  pattern for the  

country .  and  there are good reasons to fear that .  despi te the  
League leaders · solemn pledges .  many more years w i l l  he 
lost hefore a new Const i tut ion is drafted and promu lgated .  
We would .  t herefore. re iterate our be l ief  that  the hest .  and 
even the qu ickest .  way o f  ensur ing: that Pak i stan can rep lace 
the Government of Ind ia  Act of 1 935 with  a tru l y  democratic 

Comt i t u t i on  l i e s  Lil d i s so l v i n g  the present  Cons t i t u en t  
Assemhl; and  entrus t ing t he  task to a representat i ve body 
e lected d i rect l y  hy the people .  

1 5  October 1 954 

Constitutional Crisis 

Fol lowing recent pol i t ica l  cle\ e lopments and the strange ant ics 

of certai n M u s l i m  League l eaders. part icu larly the manner in 
w h i c h  cert a i n  i mport ant B i l l s  \Ve re rushed through the 
Const i tuent Assembly .  the demand for th i s  hody ' s  d i ssolut ion 
has gai ned new adheren ts .  Wh i le East  Bengal ' s  att i tude was 
never in douht. the real i sat ion i s  grow ing: in other provinces,  
spec ia l ly  in the Punjab.  that the vast  major i ty  of our MCAs 

have no r igh t  to  speak or ac t  on  heha lf  of  the  people .  Even 
from wi th in  the Mus l im  League.  \ 'oice� of protest are be ing  
heard i n  condem nat ion of the cons t i t u t iona l  farce be ing  
enacted hy  the  ru l i ng  party ' s  dominant fact ion .  A l though the 
b e l a ted  awake n i n g  o r  m a n y  or t h e se M u s l i m  League  
gent lemen and  the i r  supporters may large ly  be  due  to factional 

causes.  this fact does not detract anyth i ng from the j ust ice of 
the demand i tse l f  or make less s ign i ficant the move among a 
l arge section o f  Punjabi Mus l i m  Leaguers for effect ive steps 
to res i st the i m posi t ion of the new Const i tut ion .  The Punjab 
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C h i e f  i\l i n i s te r .  i n  h i s  f irs t  pre s s  conference s i n c e  the  
development of  t he  l atest comti tut ional c r i s i s .  spoke on  the 
subject \\ i t h  considerab le  caution .  He refused to l end h i s  

support to t h e  demand for d i s so lu t ion  o f  t h e  Con .s t i tuent  

Assembly .  r ight ly pointed out that  re-e lect ion o f  \1C A s  by 
the pre-,ent Prm i nc ial :\s-,embl ies  would hard l y  make any 
di  tlerence as far a-, the Punjab \\ ch concerned. and. in the 
name  of the \1 u s l i m  Leagu e ' s  so l i dar i t y .  rej ec ted t he  
sugge-,t ion for an  under-,tancling \\ i th  t he  Ea">t Bengal L n i ted 
Front .  Mr Firo z  Khan Noon seems to hope that i t w i l l  be 

poss ib le  to amend the Draft Const i tut ion in a manner that 
would -,afeguarcl the r ights of West Pak i stan·  s prO\ inces .  and 
feeb that he ma) st i l l  be able to get the C01bt i tuent  As-,embly 
to accept the zona l  scheme-which .  as  \Ve ha\'e often poi nted 

o u t .  off e r s  t h e  o n \ \  ra t i o n a l  s o l u t i o n  to Pal-- i -, t a n · ..,  
const i tut ional prohkms .  H m\ n e r. i t  i s  diffi cu l t  to find cogent 
rea.son.s in -,upport o f  \ I r  :\oon ' s  opti m i sm :  nor is his opi n ion  
l i ke ly  to  be  endorsed b)  the  other Pun jab M u s l i m  League 
MC As .  

The att i tude of the Punjab M u s l i m  League w i l l  probab ly  
be defined a t  the pre-Cum en t i  on  meet ing  s ummoned by  M r  
Noon.  I f  these gent lemen can take a un i ted stand and persuade 
the M u s l i m  League \1C A s  represen t ing  th i ..,  Pro\ i 1K'e to 

accept a mandate. and a l so to attend a l l  important Const i tuent  
A-,..,embly meeti ng'> .  the)  L·ou l d  create an i mpasse that would 
compel  the ru l i n g  group to change i t s  p lans .  However. such a 
dC\ e lopment appear"> doubtfu l .  not on ly  because of the l ike ly  

operation of  other pu l l s  and pressures. bu t  a l so because these 
gent lemen ha\\:� no defi n i te object i Ye and no clear p lans .  

Whi le  the  act ions  of  the  Punjab Mus l im  League l eaders w i l l  
b e  \\·atched \\ i t h  some interest-bu t \\ i th l i tt l e  hope o f  usefu l  
res u lts-the gro \\ i ng real i sat ion that the present Const i tuent 
Asscmbl)  ha� complete ! )  forfe i ted i t s  representat i \ e �tatus .  
and that the  hotch-potch i t  has produced cannot sen e as a 

Cons t i t u t i o n .  \\ i l l  s t reng then  t he  dem ct nd  fu r i t s  ea r l y  
di �bandment and for t he  e lect ion of a ne\\ hod) b )  the peop le .  
'.\ot con s ider ing tlmsc \\ ho th in !-.. t he:  arc �afe ly  i nstal led i n  
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the seats of power. the only group which accepts the present 
Draft Constitution i s  that represented by the Jamaat- i - l s lami .  
whose spokesmen refuse to discuss the real i ssues involved 
and have taken the inane stand that oppos ition to the strange . 
i l logical formu lae devised by our squabbl ing Consti tution
makers is somehow a d isservice to I s lam.  But apart from 
these coiners of sh ibboleths. publ ic opinion has not been 
m i s led by the promise  of General Elections into b l indly 
accepting any Constitution that i s  produced by the d i scredited 
leaders assembled at Karachi .  It is being increas ingly real i sed 
that a country " s  Constitution must enjoy the s upport and 
respect of the mass of i t s  people.  and also that. in Pak i stan ' s  
circumstances. it wi l l  be possible to attain such a Constitution 
only when the present Con st i tuent Assembly has been 
disbanded and the people are allowed to freely elect a body 
of men who w i l l .  with a l l  possible speed, perform this task in  
accordance with the people· s wishes  and the country · s needs .  

1 July 1 955 

The New Assembly : Its Structure 

While the impending revival of parl iamentary government at 
the Centre provides  cause for deep grat ificat ion .  i t  i s  
necessary to examine  c lose ly  the structure o f  the new 
Constituent Assembly and appraise its representat ive capacity. 
How good are the credentia ls  of the eighty gentl emen who 
will exerci se pol itical power in the name of the people '? Can 
they c la im with honest confidence that they possess  an 
unblemished right to act and speak on behalf of the nation '? 
Thi s  claim i s .  i n  the first instance. vitiated by the fact that the 
Assembly has not been elected directly by the people .  Eight 
of its members wi l l  e ither be co-opted by the A ssembly i tself. 
and wi l l  thus be nominees of the majority group. or they wi l l  
be selected by l imited electoral colleges to  be  set up for this 
purpose. In e ither case. they can hardly be characterised as 
the properly authorised representatives of the people of the 
areas concerned. The rest of the Assembly " s  membership. 
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Pakistan: The fi r-.t t \\ c h c  year-. 

w i t h  two except i o n "> .  comprises persons e l ec ted by the four 

P ro v i n c i a l  A s se m b l i e s .  The fac t  that the o l d  C o n s t i tuent  

A s s e m b l y  \\ a s  i n d i rect l y  e l e cted p rO \ i de s  no arg u me n t  

whatsoever for re-e mploy i ng t h i s  u n s at i s factory procedure 

e i g h t  years after the adwnt of freedo m .  Apart fro m other 

b a s i c  object ions  t o  th is  method. i t  i s  obY i o u s  that  i n  1 946-

when I nd i a ' s t\\ O  m a j o r  pul i t ica l  part ie-. .  alh ocat i n g  c l ear-cut 

pol i c i e s  on the main i s s u e -.  i m  o ! Yed.  \\ ere r i d i n g  on the c rest  

o f  t he i r  respecti  \ c nat ional  1110\  c 111c nt s-a d i rect L' l e ct ion 

would h ave m ad e  hard ! \  anv d i fference in  t h e  e l ectoral  

\ e rd i c t .  In to day · ..,  Pa k i "> t an t he -. i t u a t i o n  is  c o m p k t e l y  

d i fferent a n d .  the refore . tota l l y  unsu ited t o  i nd i rect  e l ect ions .  

The state of fl u x  that e x i st s  in  th is  country . the confu s i o n  

c re ated by fast-ch ang i ng fac t i o n a l  a l l i an c e s .  t h e  doubtfu l  

manner i n  \\ h i c h  111ost e l ect ions  h a \  c been conducted.  the 

fac i l i ty w i th \v h i ch t h e  l eaders o f  t h e  ru l i n g  party s\\ i tL'l1 m e r 

from one p o l i c y  to anot h e r. make i t  i mpcrat i Y c l y  ncce-. ..,ary 

t h at those who are g o i n g  to frame the fundamental  l aw of the 

l and should be e l ected by .  and be re-.pon -. i h l c  d i rect l y  to. the 

people .  

EYen those \\ ho arc e i th e r  i nh e re nt l y  a l lerg ic  to fac i n g 

the common peo p l e .  or who be I i e \  c for some other  reason 

t hat t here is no great d i sadYantage in e l el' t i ng the Const i t ue n t  

A ssembly  t h ro u g h  the method of i nd i rect e l e c t i o n s .  mu\I  

real i se that  the c i rc u mstances pre\ a i  I i  ng i 1 1  Pak i stan ru le  out  

t he acceptance of the recent  e l ect i o n s  as a t ru e  e x pre s s i o n  of 

the peop l e ' s \\ i l l .  W i t h  the so l i tary e x cept i on o f  East B e n g a l .  

the Leg i s l atures o f  a l  I the  other Pn)\ i nccs \\ere e l ected l o n g  
years ago a n d  were not g i  \ e n a mandate of  any s ort on t he 

const i tut ional  i .ssues before the country.  E \ c n  i n  B e n g a l .  the 
pol i t i ca l  s i tuat ion m ay \\ e l l  ha\ e u ndergone virne change 

s i nce the Prm i nc i a l  Assembly  \\ as e l ected ear ly l a s t  year :  

and i t  i s  rcl e \  ant  to recal l t hat th is  body \\ as kept in  a state of 

smpended a n i mat ion unt i l  a few day s ago.  B u t  the pos i t ion  i n  
regard t o  the Prm i nc ia l  l eg i s latures i n  West Pak i -.,tan i s  u tterly 

fantast i c .  The Pun j ab Assembl ) .  for example .  was e l ected 

four-and-a- h a l f  years ago. and n en in the m atter  of g u i d i n g  
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the affairs of this Prov ince its term is about  to end: the 
pos i t ion  of the S i nd  and NW FP A s sembl ies  i s  not far 
different. It is also well known that the manner in which the 
e l ec t ions  to these  bod ies  were conducted c o mple te ly  
demol ishes the claim that they represent. o r  ever represented. 
the people of their respective areas.  The NWFP Assembly 
prov ides a classic example of the electoral process being 
perverted to save the ru li ng party from the people · s  wrath : 
the election was held under condit ions of ruthless terror. 
offic ial pressure was freely u sed. bogus votes were polled by 
the thousand. opposing candidates and their supporters were 
arrested and harassed. and every other conceivable trick was 
employed to deprive the people of their right to be represented 
by persons of their  own choice. While the NWFP election 
u nder its Musl im League Min istry remains in a class by itse lf. 
the representati ves of the ru l ing party in the Punjab and S ind 
did not lag far behind in  the ir efforts to  get the ir official 
candidates returned at al l  costs. Quite obviously. the nomi nees 
of these legislatures can be accepted as proper representatives 
of the people only by shutting one · s  eyes to all accepted 
democratic pri nciples and tradi tions .  

This .  however. is  not al l .  The events that preceded the 
recent e lect ions  to the Const i tuen t  A ssembly make the 
representative status of the new MCAs even more uncertain .  
In  S ind. the Pirzada M ini stry. installed not  long ago wi th the 
Centre ' s  aid and abetment. was suddenly dismi ssed to pave 
the way for Mr Khuhro · s return to power. presumably because 
this hardy League leader had promised to co-operate fu l ly  i n  
implementing the Central Government" s constitutional plans. 
The dismi ssal of the Noon Mini stry i n  the Punjab was a 
direct resu l t  of the factional squabble over the l ist of official  
Party candidates for the Const i tuent  A ssembly elect i o n s .  

Further. we witnessed the strange spectacle of two Provincial 
Governors sacr ifi c i n g  the d ign i t y  and impart i a l i ty  of 
gubernatorial office and defying the healthy ban on public 
servants ·  part ic ipation in active polit ics i n  order to contest 
the  e l e c t i o n s  as M u s l i m  League  c a n d ida te s .  These  
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manoemres were not. hm\ e\ er. cons idered suffic ient to m ake 
the Pro v i nc i a l l eg i s l at ure s  safe pocket boroughs  for the 
dominant group of \ 1us l i m  League leaders . Therefore . i n  S i nd 

a v ic ious  re ign  of terror i s  said to ha\ e been i naugurated i n  

order t o  frighten the \ 1 L A s  i n to suhsen ience:  consp i rac ies 
and p lots  \\ e re d i sc c) \ e red.  and a number or  p ro m i nen t  

po l i t i c ians  \\ ere arre sted . A l though the  actual po l l ing of \ otes 

was probab ly  conducted \\ i t lwut any duress-and in the 
Punjab t h i s  \\ as a l lm\ ed to happen only after a H igh Court 
order to this effect-it is no great secret that in most Pro\' i nces 

the adm i n i st rat i Ye machi nery \\ as mobil i sed to persuade the 
M LA s  to  vote for the offi c i a l  l i s t of M u s l i m  League  
candidates .  Di str ict  offi cers are sa id to haw rounded up 
M LAs .  part i c u l ar ly  those whose loyalty was cons idered 
doubtfu l .  and sent them to the pol l i ng  stat ions under pol ice 
observat ion .  In  ,· i o lat ion of the mandatory pro,· i s ion for a 

secret ba l lot .  some \ 1 m l i m  League \ILAs  are reported to 
have been i n structed to show the i r  bal l ot papers to the  
Returning Officer: and i t  i s  a l so  sa id  that i n  a t  l east one 
Provi nce the League bosses were able to examine the contents 
or  the ba l l ot-box after the pol l  i n  order to dra\\ up an accurate 
b lack- l i st of the secret rebe l s .  I t  has also been al leged that in 
certain p l aces t hreats of d i re consequences \\ Cre held out to 
those suspected of harbouring i ntent ions of defy i ng the Party 
mandate .  I n  the absence of any  prO\  i s  i on for e l e c t i on  
pet i t ions.  the accuracy or t hese and  other a l legat ions cannot 
be determi ned j ud ic i al ly .  But  the known fact s  arc suffic ient  

to confi rm the v iew that  the Const i tuent Assembly elect ions 
were not free from offi c ia l  press ure . Can i t  be said i n  these 
c i rcum stances that the Const i tuent Assemb ly " s  structure i s  
based o n  the sure foundat ion o f  popul ar support. that i ts 
membersh i p  is tru ly  representat i \ e of the people .  and that .  
therefore. i ts t i t l e  to the supreme pm, er  of shaping Pak i stan · s  
future pol i ty cannot be d i sputed '? The an'.\\ e r  c learly be ing  i n  
the negat i \'e .  the people ha\ e a r ight to demand that the new 
Const i tuent Assembly should not be al lm\ ed to infl ate  ih 
responsi b i l i t i e s  or exaggerate its authority . hut that i t  should 
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confine i tse l f  to the marn task with which i t  can c la im to 
ha\'e heen entrusted hy the people. namely .  the restoration of 
genuine democracy .  

2 July 1 955 

The New Assembly: Its Tasks 

An unbi ased analys is  of the new Consti tuent Assembly ' s  
background and structure. and of the deve lopments  that are 
matur ing in tense beh ind- the-scenes negot iat ions .  l eads 
inevitably to the conc l us ion that th is  body can help to end 
Pakistan ' s  long night of trava i l  only if i t  unreservedly accepts 
the truth that i ts  authority i s  l imited by the c i rcumstances 
governing its emergence, and that its main tasks are to restore 
the ru le  of l aw.  to c reate cond i t i ons that  wou ld  make 
impossible a revival or  the dangers through which t he country 
has recent ly passed. and to ensure that Paki stan ' s  nascent 
democracy is al lowed to grow to its fu l l  stature. Far too often 
in the past. far too many of our leaders have worshipped at 
the shrine of democracy as long as they have been blessed 
wi th the desired favour of power. but. l ike all impatient and 
greedy supplicants. they have, at the fi rst s ign of a threat to 
their posit ions of pri v i l ege. transferred their devotions. in 
unashamed apostasy. to the temple of authori tarianism. If 
th is  country i s  to progress and prosper. i f  i ts people are to 
flower into mature nationhood and attai n the high destiny 
which inspired the dream of a separate homeland. Paki stan 
mus t  reso l u t e l y  and undev i a t i ng ly  pu rsue  t h e  path o f  
democracy-however great the besett ing d i fficul t ies .  and 
howsoever  i t  may affec t  the po l i t i ca l  for t unes  of the  
indiv iduals and groups in  power who seem to harbour the 
i nsane i l l u s ion that they have been ordai ned to ru le or mi sru le 

the country in  perpetu i ty .  [t i s  no secret that a dominant 
section of the Central Government have. in accepting the 
Consti tuent Assembly ' s  resuscitation. mere ly  made a v i rtue 
of necess i ty :  and i t  i s  we l l  known that the concessions made 
to democracy were wrung, b i t  by b i t .  from most unw i l l ing  

2 1 7 



2 1 8 

Pakistan:  The first t 11 c l \t:  year-, 

hands .  E \'en toda\. the p r i m e  i n terest of most  Go\'ernment 
leaders seems to be to e n sure the s afet y  of their  scats  of 

pm\'er. and to t h i s  end the) are e ngaged in cement i ng personal 

or g ro u p  a l l i ance'>.  in fact iona l  i n tr igues and u np r i n c i p l e d  

manoell \re s .  I t  i s .  presu mably.  a facet o f  the safet) -fi rst pol i cy 

that the C o n s t i tuent A s s e m b l y  i s  not bei n g  a l lowed for the  

present to meet  a-,  t he Federal Leg i -., l at u re and.  as far as i t s  

Const i t u t i o n - m ak i n g  d u t i e -.,  arc concerned. i t  see m s  t o  b e  t h e  

G o \ e rn m e n t " -.,  i n t e n t i o n  t o  p r e -., e n t  a p r e - fa b r i c a t e d  
Con s t i tu t ion a t  the opport une t i me a n d  a s k  the A s s e m b l y  t o  

e n d o r s e  i t  i m m e d i at e l y .  \\ i t h o u t  g i \  i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  a n  
opportu n i ty to s tudy or cr i t i c i se t he const i t u t ional  p l an w h i c h  
h a s  been p repared i n  m y sterious secreC) . 

The l ik e l y  course of fut ure e \ ents  i s  as yet  u n cert a i n .  for 

i t  i s  not knO\\ n h <rn the bigger p art i e s  and g ro u p s  w i l l  a l i g n  
t h e m s e l \' c s  i n  t h e  n e w  A s se m b l y .  I n  West Pak i "'1 a n .  t h e  m a i n  

!\ l u s l i m  League fac t i o n s  seem determ i ned t o  h a n g  together
for the usua l  reason-hut there i s  not the s l i ghtest  g uarantee 
that the coal i t ion of fac t i o n s  that  was formed at the t i me of 
the Const i tuent  A s se m b l v  e lect iom w i l l  rem a i n i ntact  and 
w i t hstand the stra i n  of the d is tr ibut ion of  the loa\  es and fi shes 
o f  offi ce either at  the Centre or i n  the G m e rn m e n t  o f  West  
Pa k i stan if  the  p re-.,ent p la n  for i t s  i n tegra t i o n  i "  accepted by 
the _A ss e m b l y .  In  fact .  the M m l i m  League · s  u n e n d i n g  i nt ra
party l l! '- ' l e  for pm\ e r. \\ h ic h  is respons ib le  for LTc at ing much 

of t he m i re i n  \\ h i c h  Paki stan has been bogged dow n .  i s  

l i k e l )  to be i n te n s i fied and.  u n less  e ffec t i \  e means can be 

dev i sed to check the more harmfu l  act i Y i t i c "  of these heroes.  
t he y  may once aga i n  m u ddy the \\ ate rs-o \ er which we mu st 

c h art a \\ ary course-am! t h u s  endanger the safety of the  
j ourne: on \\ h i  c h  \\ e arc  about to e mbark. A s  far as  East 
B e ngal is  concerned. i t  would appear that  both the  L' n i ted 

Fron t  and the Awarni League are eager and w i l l i ng to become 

the c h i e f  part ner in the coal i t i o n  that is l i ke l y to e merge at 
the Centre. The Centra l  G m c rn ment see m s  to be d i \ ided on 
the quest i o n  of choo s i n g  i h  a l l i e s .  and cert a i n  members of 

the Cab i net  are pa lpably  p u l l i n g in d i fferent d i rect ion s .  The 



outcome of t h i s  part i c u lar  t u g-of- w ar w i l l  probabl y  have a 
dec i s i v e  i n fluence on the futur e  shape of t h i n g s .  Further. as 

d i s t i nc t  from the d i sg ru n t l ed e l ements  who may temporar i l y  

espouse democra ti c  causes.  a s i zeable Oppos i t i on group i s  

l ik e l y  to he formed i n  t he new Asse m b l y :  t h i s  rai ses the hope 

that the rational  po int  of v i e w  on Pak i stan · s const i tut i onal  

problems \v i i i  he advocated forcefu l l y  and that a s trong e ffort 

w i l l  he made to emure t hat the new Con st i tuent  Assembly 

does not .  l i ke i ts  prede cessor. become a tool  in  t h e  hands of 
the ru l i n g  party ' s  fact ions .  

I n  a few more day s .  the p ic ture presented by the new 

phase in Pak i stan·  s brief and stormy h i story w i l l  he broug h t  

i nto better focus ,  and the people w i l l  he a b l e  to j udge for 

themse l ves the worth of the changes that are i ntroduced and 

the m e r i t s  o f  any new po l i c ies  t hat are form u l ated .  We 

earne s t l y  be l i eve that.  howe\ er gene ro u s  the p ro m i se of 

changes i n  approach and pol i c i e s .  the coa l i t ion  w h i c h  comes 

out  on top at the Centre must he persuaded to take a real i s t i c  
v i e w  of t h e  s i tuat ion confron t i ng the country a n d  t o  recogni se 
the pol i t ical  and moral l i m i tat ions which bar the Const i tuent  
A s s e m b l y  fro m t a k i n g  fi n a l  d e c i s i o n s  o n  t h e  s h ape o f  

Pak i stan ' s  future pol i ty .  T h e  Const i tuent  Assembly m u s t  be 
asked to accept the l o g i c  of these l i m i tat ions and al low it  to 

govern its programme of work. A part from v a l i dat i ng al l  the 

l aws that have been dec l ared i ma l i d  by the Court s .  inc lud ing  
t hose that do not  fi g ure on the Governor-Genera l · s 1 i s l .  the 

Assembl y ' s  ch ief  duty w i l l  he to funct ion as the country ' s  
i nterim Parl i ament .  I n  the fi e l d  o f  Const i tut ion-mak i n g  i t  
s hou l d  g i ve the people a democrat ic  e l ectoral l a w-based .  
preferabl y .  on the pri n c i p l e  or proport ional  representation

and order new General El ect ions to be held w i t h i n  the n e x t  
s i x  months .  I t  wou l d  i n  t h i s  way e n su re that the country ' s  

Const i tut ion w i l l  not b e  delayed beyond a few months and,  

what  is  of prime i m portance . that i t  w i l l  be framed by a fu l l y  
rep resentative body. deri v i n g  i t s  authority d i rect ly  from the 
people .  Such a Const i t u t i o n  a l one can he accepted by them 
with the w i l l i n g  respect that should be regarded as an esse nt ia l  
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attribute of a country · s  fundamental l aw .  I n  i t s  quest for a 
new Const i tut ion.  Pakistan has taken many a hasty and false 

step.  and in ret rac ing  each such mo\ e more de l ay and 
confus ion ha\ e resu l ted .  The process of al ternately moving 

forwards and back\\ ard1., w ithout am clear sense of d i rect ion 
and \\' i thout making any progress .  as i f  under the orders of a 
d e m e n t ed  dr i l l - m a s t e r. m u s t  be e n d e d .  The  n at i o n · s  
representat ives must now plan carefu l l y  and beg i n  the march 
fo rward to t he  g o a l  \\ h e n  t h e y  arc c e rt a i n  t h a t  a n  
overwhel ming majority of the peop le  apprO\ e o f  the object ive 

and the route chosen .  On ly  thus w i l l  i t  be poss ib le  to ensure 
that the long-del ayed morn of Pakistan· s freedom i s  no l onger 
thwarted :  that the dark . m er-hanging clouds are swept a\vay 
and the country is freed from the shadow of fear:  and that the 

people of Pak i stan can stri ke o il the i r  shackle s-both nld and 
nev>-and p lay their part in bu i ld ing up a strong. prosperous 

and democrat ic S tatc . 

1 1  January 1 956 

Constitutional Compromise 

W h i le detai led comment on the Const i tut ion B i l l  must await 

thorough study of t he document .  i t  is now possib le to examine 
i ts  sal ient  points and apprai se the main  po l i t ica l  trends that i t  
embod ies .  The const i tu t iona l  formu l a  before the country 
c learly represents a compromise between the advocates of a 
u n i t ary fo r m  o f  g o \  c rn me n t  a n d  those  \\ ho  d e m a n d  
unabridged autonomy for the federat ing un i t s-with the scales 
we ighted in fa\'Cmr of the former school of thought.  A novel 

feature of the const i tut ional compromi se i s  that the part ies  
d i rect ly concerned do not  seem to ha\ e accepted i t  w i thout 
resen at ion as the best poss ib le  arrangement .  A part from the 
fact that the i m portant  4ues t i on  of  j o i n t or  c o m m u na l  
e lec torates h a s  h a d  t o  b e  l e ft u ndec ided.  r u m b l i ngs o f  
di scontent \\ i t h  regard tu certa i n  other i s sues can b e  heard 
abm e the choru s  of s) cophant ic praise \\ i th  \\ h i  ch certa in  
po l i t i c i an s  greet  C \  ery m aj or pronouncement  of  offi c i a l  
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pol icy .  The poss ih i l ity e x i sts that the patchwork evolved after 

prolonged bargai n ing  may not succeed in hold ing  together 

the component groups of the Coal i t ion Party .  We wou ld  l ike 

to hope that necessary adjustments \v i i i  be made i n  the present 

att i tudes of the group l eaders to avoid yet another in the 
s e r i e s  of m aj o r  dead l o c k s  \\ i t h  w h i c h  the h i s to ry o f  

Const i tut ion-mak ing  i n  Paki stan i s  l i t te red. for a new cri s i s  

may once aga in  br ing  the cou ntry face to  face w i th  the  threat 

of the enthronment of authori tari an i sm .  Largel y  because of 

the presence of this danger. the dom inant publ i c  react ion to 

t h i s  long-de l ayeu task ha\ i n g  reached the stage of the  
preparat ion of a Draft Const i tut ion wi l l  be  one of  rel ie f. 
Dur ing the long years of fact ional \\Tangl i ng  O \ cr  Paki stan · s  
future const i tu t ional  st ructure, i t  had become obvious that .  
apart from the d i fficu l t i es  that i nhere i n  the task .  the group i n  
power a t  the Centre had consc ious ly used the absence o f  an 

agreed const i tut ional  formu l a  as an excuse for c l i ng i ng to 

o ffice without new General Elect ions .  Therefore. whatever 

one m ight th i nk  of the const i tut ional  pattern now evolved.  

and even i i" one d i ffers wi th  i t s  bas ic provis ions .  the fact that 
the ne\v Const i tut ion \V i i i  be fol lowed by General  Elect ions 

prov ides cause for sat i s fact ion .  Thi s  sati sfaction has.  however. 

been v i t i ated  by  the pro v i s i on  that amendments  to t he  
Const i tut ion mus t  secure t he  support of a two-th i rds majority 
of t he National Asse m b l y .  l n  normal cond i t ions .  such a 
prov i s i on might  not have been contested. but  consider ing 

Pak i stan·  s c i rcumstances, and the i ncontroverti b l e  fact that 

t h e  pre s e n t  C o n st i t ue n t  A s s e m b l y  i s  b y  n o  m e a n s  
representat i ve o f  the people .  i t  i s  abso l ute ly necessary that .  at 
least for the fi rst five years . the Const i tu t ion shou ld  be 
amendable by a s imple majori ty of the Assembly or, as a 
compromise between flex ib i l i ty and r i gid i ty .  a majority of 
the Assembly " s  total  membersh ip, with the added safeguard 
of a l onge r  per iod for g i v i ng no t i ce  of c o n s t i t u t i ona l  
amendments .  To  retai n  t he  present proposal i s  to g ive  the 
proposed Const i tut ion a sanct i ty  to which i t  is not ent i t led .  
And to fetter the future Nat ional Assembly-wh ich w i l l  be 
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t he country · s  fi rst  dernocrat ic par l i arne nt-i n the m atter of 

c h a n g i n g  the Con s t i tu t i o n  is hoth u n j u st  and u nde mocrati c .  

W i t h  regard to t he m a i n  rn n s t i t u t i o n a l  propos a l s .  i t  can 

he sa id with  cert a i n ty that .  i n  m a ny respeL·h.  they rep resent  a 

defi n i te i m p  rm e m e n t  on the t \\ o B PC Reports \\ h i c h  di Ile re n t  

M u s l i m  L e a g u e  '.\ l i n i s t r i e s  h a d  s o u g h t  to i n fl i c t  o n  t h e  

countn . a n d  on t h e  G m  e rn ment  o f  I n d i a  A c t  o f  I LJ 3 5 .  \\ hose 

bas i c  pattern has heen re t a i ned in the Draft . I n  the contnt o f  

Pak i sta n · s  co n d i t i o n s .  o n e  o f  i t s  most i m portant  poi nt s  i s  that  
t h e  cry for a re s t r i c ted fra n c h i se-ra i ..,e d  in  m a d de n i n g  

fru strat i o n  or de l i berate m i s c h i e f-has been i g nored a n d  the 

has i s  p ro v i ded for the country ' s  gm ernance in  accordance 

w i t h  the p r i n c i p l e s  o f  democracy. A l l  the s h a c k l e s  e n s h r i ned 

in t he Const i t u t i o n  of B ri t i sh I nd i a  or de\ i sed by '.\ l u s l i rn  

League stah\ art s h<t\ e not heen re 1 1 1m ed.  hut  th e i r  burden 

h a -, h e e n  l i g h t e n e d  and c e rt a i n  s a fe g u a r d s  h a \C b e e n  

i nt roducted t u  proll'ct t h e  u l t i mate authuri t ;.  of t h e  Leg i s l at u re .  

A mong other t h i ng s .  t h e  fantast ic  scheme t o  a l l o w ud hoc 

B oards of L'lenw or the j ud i c i ary to exerc i se a \ i rt u a l  \ Clo 
over a l l l e g i s l a t i o n  has heen re p l aced b;. a mo rL· re<t'>o nahle  

p rocedure for making the  country · ,  la\\ S L· trnfonn to I s l am i c  

i n j u nc t i o n s-\\ i t h o u t  \\ h i t t l i n g d o w n  t h e  p o \\ e rs u f  t h e  
Leg i s l ature.  I t  see m s  log ical  to suggest  that t h e  \\ O rk \ lf  thL· 

Com m i s s i on to be appoi nted for t h i s  p urpose s h o u l d  not be 
confined to n arrow c h a n n e l s  hut t h at i t .; lw u l d  be g u i ded by a 
sou nd g rasp of the  broad I sl a m i c  pr i n c i p l e s of soc i a l  j u s t i ce 
and h u m a n  eq ual i t ;. . W h i l e  the e mnge nc;. pll\\ ers a \ a i l ab l e  
to t h e  Central Government  h a v e  hee n re str icted.  t h e  fear. 
born of past  e " p e r i e nce.  t h at t h e s e  pro\ i s i , 1 1 1 s  m a: be u sed to 

serve part i san pol i t ica l  e n d s  need-.; to he a l la yed hy a c l eare r 
ddi n i t i o n  of the cond i t i on -.. under \\ h i  ch t h C \  c< 1n  he i ll \  oked.  
S i m i l a r l y .  the Pre s i de n t ' s  r i g h t  to d i ssoh e t he '.\ <tt i u n a l  
A s se mb l y  or d i s m i -.. -.. t h e  \ l i n i st ry gt 1es  far he : o n d  t h e  pm\ er 

u s u a l ! )  a c c o r d e d  to the H e ad of the S t a t e  u n d e r  t h e  
parl i a m e n t ar: s y � t e m  o f  g c1\  c rn m e n t  . .  -\ I  t h o u g h  a t i rn c  l i m i t  

h a s  been set o n  d i rect  Pre s i d e n t i a l  r u l e .  i n  con s n n ance w i th 
the concept of t h e  -..m e re i gnt;.  of parl i am e n t  t h e  Pres i de n t · s  
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powers sho u l d  not be so w i de .  Furt her. the Fu ndamental  

R i ghts  la id  down lose a gre at deal  of the ir  \'a l ue by the 

retent ion  of laws which sanct ion prevent ive  deten t i o n  and 

g i \' e  the Execut i\'e a l m ost u n abridged author i ty to ban pu b l i c  

meet ings  o r  c l ose down ne\v spapers .  U n less  t h e  host or S afety 

Laws now i n  force are repealed or rad i c a l l y  c h a nged. t h i s  

part of t h e  Const i tut ion i s  l i ke l y  t o  re m a i n  a dead l etter. A n d  

t h e  e ffect of t h e  various pro\' i s ions  underl i n i ng t h e  equal i ty 

of a l l  c i t i ze n s  i s  reduced cons ide rabl y  hy the d i sc r i m i n atory 

r u l e  t h a t  t h e  P re s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  V i ce - P re s i d e n t  m u st he 
M us l i m s.  W h i l e  t h i s  d i squa l i fi c ati o n  i s  u n necessary and has 

n o  pract ica l  s i g n i ficance.  i t  does provide cause for a g e n u i n e  

g r i e \'ance to Pak i stan ' s  no n - M u s l i m  m inor i t ies .  I n  the m atter 

of d i v i s ion or powers between the Federal Government and 
the Prm i nces.  i t  \\ O u l d  appear t h at the Ce ntre w i l l  re m a i n  i n  
a dom i nant  pos i t i o n  and.  part i cu lar ly th rough i t s  control o f  

the country' s economy. h e  able  t o  d i rect  the po l ic i e s  o f  the 
Pro v i nces.  I t  appears 1 1eccssary that greater fi scal autonomy 
shou l d  he ac corded to  t he Prm i nces .  HowC\  e r. in  th is  a n d  in  

other  a l l i ed fi e ld-.  the  g u i d i n g  pr inc ip le  i s  that  of conven ie n ce 

a n d  worka b i l i ty .  0 11 l y  e x per ience c a n  show whether  the  

pre sent for m u l a  w i l l  \Vork to the sat i s fact ion of the P ro v i nces  

a n d  the Centre .  

I t  i s  hoped that t h e  poi n ts w e  h a v e  raised here. a n d  others 

w h i c h  req u i re c l ar i ficat ion or emendat ion of the Draft. w i l l  

b e  tac kled i n  the Con-.t i tuent  Assembly i n  a m a n n e r  that w i l l  

h e l p  t o  make Pak i stan ' s  fu t ure Const i tut ion  m ore rat i on a l  

a n d  democ rat i c .  I t  need.., t o  he rea l i sed.  however. t hat the 

country ' s  future development  docs not depend e n t i re l y  o n  

w h a t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n to t h e  Const i tut ion  or l eft out .  Large parts 

of it. as.  for e x ample .  the D i rect ive  Pri nc ip les .  have l i tt l e  
more t han acad e m i c  \ a l u e .  W h a t .  however. i s  or t he greatest  

i m po rtance is  t h at the C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h o u l d  not h i nder or 

obstruct the w i l l  of the peopl e .  B e i n g  an i nstru ment  in the 
h an d s  o f  those e l ec t e d  t o  power.  i t  m u s t  he a p l i ab l e  
i n s t r u m e n t  a n d  o n e  vv h i c h  c a n n o t  h e  p e r v e rt e d  fo r 
u ndemocra t i c  p u rpose s .  The Const i tut ion  m ust he a fai th fu l  
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and i n corrupti b l e  sen a n t  o f  the peop l e ·  s r ights .  I t  m i g h t  be 

destruyed in the process .  but  t hose \\ ho attack the sanctum of 

democracy should n o t  be ass i sted by any weak parts  of the 
Const i t u t i o n .  Pak i st a n · s new Const i tu t i o n  must .  the refore. 

e n sure that  the peo p l c " s  r i g h t  to ru le t h e m se h e s .  a n d  to 

dete rm i ne the country · s  fut ure pol i t y .  is not  re str i cted i n  any 

w ay .  To sat i s fy t h i s  e s s e n ti a l  prere q u i s i t e  t o  Pak i s t an · s  

emergence as a democra t i c  S tate.  i t  i s  neces sary that  a n  

i rre\'ocab l e  d a t e  for the fi rs t  G e n e ra l  E l e c t i o n .  \ \  i t h i n  a 

re ason able per iod of the Co n s t i t u t i o n ·  s pro m u l gat i on . he l ai d  

d ow n :  that t h e  prm i s i o n  regardi n g  const i t u t i on a l  amendrnenh 

i s  changed in  order to a l l o\\ t h e  de mocrat i c a l l y  e l ected 
'.\l a t i o n a l  A s sern h l \ to rn ake \\ h ate\cr r n  i s  ions i t  con s i ders 

neces s ary : t h a t  the Pres ident "  s ]JO\\ers i n  re l a t i o n  to the 

Leg i s l a t ure are c learl y defi ned and t lwre is  no doubt l e ft that 
the e l ected Leg i s l a t ur e  is  the  repo s i tory of po l i t ica l  power: 

and that proper prm i s  ion i s  m ade to e n s u re that  e l ect ions  

w i l l  not  be gerry mandered or otherw i se pen erted . 

-' \ larch 1 959 

Future Constitution 

S i nce t he abrogat ion of Pak i s tan · s Const i t u t i o n .  \\ h i  c h  \\ as  

proc la i med nearly three years ago hut h ad not  hccn fu l l :  

en forced \\ hen i t  w a s  abando ned.  thl� l lC\\ reg i rnc · s l eaders 
ha\ e repeatedl y  pledged themse l ve s .  in general  terms.  to the 

re s tora t i o n  o f  a democrat i c  for rn  n f  g O\  e rn m l' n t .  These 

decl arat i o n s  are most welcorne.  hut there has bee n n o  c lear 
i n d i c a t i o n  s o  f a r  rc � a rd i n g t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  o u r  fu t u re 

Co n \l i t ut i o n or the proce ss of Con s t i t u t i o n - rnak i n g .  N ow .  the 
Fore i g n  \l i n i ster. \\ ho i s abo one o f  Pak i s tan · s  rnost  l.' m i n c n t  
! �m yers.  has referred to con s t i tu t i o n a l matters i n  �o!lle\\ hat 
g re ater deta i l :  and s i ncl.' he has a l so im i ted the peop le  to 

t h i n k s e r i o u s ] )  a b o u t  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  c h o o s i n ; p u b l i c  
representat i \e S  and the de l i m i ta t i o n  u f  COm t i t U C ! l C i e s .  i t i s  

pL'rt i n e n t  t o  i n i t i ate a d i sc u s � ion 0 1 1  sorne o f  the i -,-,ues ra i sed 

by h i rn .  
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On the i mportant quest ion of its t i m ing.  Mr M anzur Qadi r 

said that ' the fra m i n g  of the Const i tut ion w i l l  not be delayed 
a mo ment l ater than the most opportune mo ment '  b u t .  . .  not 
before complet ion of ' t h e  process of the re-education of the 
people and put t ing the cou ntry on an e \ e n  kee l ' .  and fu rt her 
that  i t  wou l d  be wro n g  ' to h u rry t hrough the fra m i ng of the 
Const i tu t ion  and c reate a s i tua t ion w h i c h  had e x i sted i n  
Paki stan before 7 October' . W h i l e  i t  i s  necessary to mo\ e 
w i th caut ion.  i t  w i l l  general l y  be adm it ted that t h e  un happy 
s i t uat i o n  w i th which  Paki stan \\ as affl i cted before 7 October 
was not due to hasty i m plementat ion of the Const i tut ion:  on 
the contrary. it was a resu l t  of the pro longed. de l i berate delay 
that marked the process of Const i tut ion-mak i n g .  and the fact 
that  i t s  enforce ment was h e l d  up w i thout proper cause for 

more than two ye ars . In fac t .  if fu l l  democ racy h ad been 
est<tb l i shed i n  Pak i stan soon after i ts emergence as a sovere i g n  
'State . i h  peopl e  would i n  a l l  probab i l i ty h a v e  b e e n  spared 
the m i sery and b i t terness \\ h i  ch has been t he i r  lot for a whole 
decade . When twe l n; y ,:ars have al ready passed s i nce the 
c o u n t t-y " s  i ndepe ndence \\ i t h o u t  a new Const i t u t i o n .  ' the 
opportune moment'  cannot b(· ,_·once i \·ecl i n  terms of the 
d i st a nt fut ur e :  i t  must be m ade to materia l i se as  soon as 
pract icable.  I t  i s .  thus.  nece-;s ary that t h e  preparat ion shou l d  
b e  started now, because o n l y  i f  plans are t aken i n  hand r ight  
away w i l l  Paki stan be able to give i t se lf  a Con s t i tu t ion w i t h i n  
a reasonable period. 

The Fore i g n  M i n i s t e r  has s tressed the need of re
educating t h e  people and of ensuri ng that past cYcnts .  marked 
by the b l i nd p u rsu i t  o f  personal benefi t .  are not a l l owed to 
rec ur .  There can be no di sagreement with  this a i m .  H owever. 
M r  Manzur Qad i r  i s  as we l l  aware as anyone e l -;e of the fact 
that  the people cannot he h e l d  rc"pon s i h l e  for t he pervers i on 

of democracy in  Pak i stan .  for the s i mple reason that t hey 

have never been al lowed to exerc i se the i r  democ rat i c  r ights .  
The l ast  Gene ral E lect ion took p l ace i n  1 94() on a re stricted 
franch i se .  and a part of the I ndian Const i tuent  A ssembl y .  
w h i c h  w a s  i n d i rect ly e lected. became Pakistan ' s  Parl i ament 
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and Com t i t ut ion-making body.  Th i s  body was Yested w i t h  
sovereign authority unt i l i t  w a s  arbitrari l y  di sbanded i n  1 954;  
after a pro l o nged battle i n  t h e  courts.  i t  was rep l aced by 
another body aga i n  e l ected i n d i re c t l y  by the  P ro v i n c i al 
Leg i s l atu res and other  e v e n  l e s s  re presen tat i v e  el ectoral  
co l l eges .  I t  i s  true that new PrO\ i n c i al Leg i s l atures were 
e lected. but  these e l ections \Vere in most pl aces marred by 
offic ial interference. gerry mandering and corrupt ion .  With the 
Centre ' s  conni \'ance . Prov i n c i a l  strong-men resorted to every 
d i rty trick they cou l d  t h i n k  of in order to manip u l ate the \ Ote .  

and more o ften than not they were successfu l .  
I n  these c ircum stances. i t  i s  u nfair  and i n correct t o  i mply 

that democracy has  fai led i n  Pakistan : the  fact i s  that i t  has  ne\ er  
been properly tried. I t  i s  equal ly unfair to  suggest that our  people 
are not equ ipped to choose the i r  rulers wise ly .  became t hey 
have ne\ er been al lm\ ed to do so. Mr Manzur Qadir "  s statement 
that · some dependable persons wil l  be selected by nomination to 
devise the process or representation

. 
is  l i kely to cause m isgivings. 

and it runs counter to earl ier dec larations by those i n  authority
that the Constitution would be framed i n  accordance wi th the 
wi shes of the people .  His explanation that · se lection of persons 
by ' nomi nation· \\ as better than e lection if that selection was 
hone sf is  most surpri si ng .  part icularly \\ hen it  comes from a 

person w ith his l egal trai ning and background. Of course . i t  i s  
true that merit  can b e  recognised through nomi nation. but sure ly  
not  political merit .  I n  the  selection of persons who are to speak 
i n  the name of the people. even more i mpo11ant than expert 
knowledge i s  their abi l i t y  to understand the people ' s  problems 
and to represent their demands and aspirations.  And. whi le the 
system of elect ions i s  i nherent ly  capable of rec t i fy i ng i t s  
m i stakes.  once t h e  principle o f  nomi nation i s  accepted i n  the 
field of pol i t ics.  i t  can lead to \\Tongs that are i rremediable.  

In \ · iew of these and other factors. we wou ld earnestly 
suggest that the Gm ernment ..,hould dec ide and announce that 
democracy w i l l  be i ntroduced as soon as po-.sible.  and that i t  
\V i i i  not b e  fet tered.  For example. i t  should rej ect the suggestion 
that the franchise for Paki stan · s future Legis latures should be 
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restricted. However wel l- i ntentioned such advice may be. i t  i s  
whol l y  unreal ist ic .  Whether the l imi tation i s  based on  l i teracy or 

some property qual ifications, past experience tel l s  us that it does 
not provide an answer to any of our problems.  In the first place. 

dishonesty and i l l i teracy are not synonymous: i n  fact .  i f  g iven 
the proper opportun ity, namely .  a fai r  e lection . the people  would 
probably elect a Legis lature that would be richer in i ntel l igence 

and i ntegrity than those that were foisted on the country during 
the last decade. Who was responsible for the mess i n  Pakistan '? 
M e n  wi th  property . men wi th  a smatter ing of educat ion .  

pol it ic ians .  offic ia ls .  bus inessmen and landlords share the gu i l t  

i n  vary ing measure. bu t  the people l i ke ly  to be  di sfranchised 
under any such plan-the poor peasant. the l and-labourer. the 
labourer-are completely blameless: and they hope that the 

present reg ime wi l l  g ive them all the priv i l eges to which the 
ci t izen  of a free State is entit led-not take away from them what 
rights they were al lowed even in the past. 

I f  the s t i p u la t ion  regard i n g  c l ean  e l ec t i o n s  can be 
sat i sfi ed-and in today ' s  c i rcumstances it can be-Paki stan ' s  
future Const i tu t ion '>hould-wi t hout any qua lms-be based 
on d i rect e lect ions  and adu l t  franchise .  and the body created 
to draw up and rati fy Pak i s tan ' s  new Const i tut ion should a l so 
be created on th i s  bas i s .  It i s  poss ib le .  of course, t hat i n  some 
p laces people  w i l l  make the mi s take of choos ing  person s  
unworthy o f  the ir  trust .  b u t  t h i s  r i sk has t o  b e  taken i n  every 
democratic S tate . and the r i sk i s  worth taking  because the 
a l ternat ives  to democrat i c  ru le  and democrat i c  progres s  

conjure up far more frightening prospects .  

III.  ONE-UNIT PLAN 

24 November 1 954 

West Pakistan 's Integration 

I n  h i s  recent broadcast. the Prime M i n i s ter  of Pak i stan has 
formally p laced before the country the Central Government ' s  
dec i s ion t o  weld the Provi nces and States o f  West Paki stan 
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i n to a s i n g l e  ad rn i n i '>t rat i n� u n i t .  The need for a drast ic  change 
in the pn.:: '>ent  set-up.  \vh i ch is  i l log i cal . c u m be rsome. and 
\V astefu l .  ha" long been rea l i sed.  A l though the \1 u s l i m  League 
le aders h i p  had sought to perpe tuate the e x i st i n g  arrangement .  
i t  was w i de ! )  fe l t  that West Pak i stan · s  i ntegrat i o n  in  some 
rorm or other \\·as a prere q u i s i te  to a rat ional  solut ion of our  
const i t u t i o n a l  pro b k m .  To ac h i n  c th is  e n d .  t \\ o se r i o u s  
proposa l s  ha\ e been p u t  forw ard : t h e  confederal o r  ;onal 
p lan and the One- l ' n i t  '>Cherne. The former. \\ h i c h  has hi.?en 
su pported in the'>c c o l u m n -.. s i nce it  was fi rst adumbrated 
about three years ago. c n v i '>ages the abol i t ion of all feu dal  
pri nc i pal i t i e s  and the e me rgence of a zonal  fede rat ion in  West  
Pak i stan \\ i t h  t hree or four prm i n c i a l  unih.  Th i -,  p lan \\  ould 
ha\C brought  about co mplete u n i ficat ion in  al l those matters 
o r  common i ntere-.;t \\  hich could best be ad rn i n i -.; tercd by a 
;onal gm e rn rnenl .  l ca\ i ng to the Prm i nce-.. subjech \\ h i ch 
arc pri rn a r i l )  of local i nterc'>t  or req u i re se parate treat ment  
due to l i ng u i s t i c  d i fference'> or other  reg i onal pec u l i ar i t i e s .  I t  
\\ o u l d  a l s o  h ave d i '> p e l l e d  t h e  fe ar of d o m i nat i o n  by a 
Prm i ncc l i ke the Punj ab and m i n i m i sed the r i s k  o r  t h e  
c o u n t r: ( s  p ro g r e s s  be i n g  t h w ar t e d  by i n t er-prov i n c i a l 
b i ckcri  ng -.. and jea lou\ ies .  Con form i n g more c J o-.,e l y  to the 
demands of  geographic  and "oc i a l  factor'>. i t  \\ ould ha\  e 
<!c h i eved a larger measure of w i l l i n g  un i ty  i n  West PaJ,. i s tan .  
The confedcra l  or 70nal  p lan .  i t  w i l l  he recal l ed .  had a lready 
ga i ned con s i derable popu lar su pport : and e\en ad\ocate s of 
the one- u n i t  idea had come to accept i t  as a nece ssary first  
s tep towards the ir  goal .  It  can be sa id w i t h  certa inty.  therefore. 
t h a t  t h i s  .. c h e m e  \\ o u l d h a n: - b e e n  e n d o r s e d  by t h e  

represent at i \  e "  of a l l  '>ect ion" o f  our  people .  
The Cen tral Gm c rn ment ha\  c .  h(rn n e r.  11 0 \\ dec i ded to  

go ahead \\ i th  t h e  O n e - L n i t  p l a n .  O ne i m m e d i ate e1 n d  
suhstan t i a l  g a i n  that t h i s  p l an \\ i l l  br i ng t h e  cou ntr;-. i -.. the 
aho l i t ion o f  a l l  Pr incely S tate s :  and whale\  er  other d i ffe rences 
p e o p l e  m ay h a \ e \\ i t h  c e rt a i n  p o l i c i e s  o f  the C e n t ra l  
GO\ e rn m e n t .  n e r;- t ru e  de moc rat \\ i l l  '' lrn l c - h e a rt e d l y  
\\ c kome t h i s  happ;- d e \ e l o p m e n t .  \V i t h  re gard t o  o t h e r  
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relevant matters. a l though Mr Moham mad Al i  has promi sed 
that the r ights  and i n terests of the s m a l l e r  u n i ts w i l l  be 
safeguarded and that the whole zone w i l l  be g iv e n  a more 
effi c ient  adm i n i strat ion . no opin ion can be formed on the 
pract icab i l i ty of Government ' s  proposal u nt i l  i ts  detai l s  are 
m ade known.  A committee of adm i n i strati ve experts is  now 
said to be draw i ng up the bluepri nts for West Paki stan · s  new 
const itut ional  arrangement .  The deta i led plan should be made 
publ i c  as soon as poss i b l e .  so that the various i ssues i n vol ved 
can be d i s c u s sed fra n k l y  and thoroug h l y .  I t  needs to be 
stressed t hat i f  the const i tut ional pattern now be i n g  dev i sed 
i s  to be accepted as a permanent so lut ion to Paki stan ' s  
prolonged constitut ional  cr is is .  and i f  i t  i s  t o  obtain the respect 
and support that a country ' s  Constitut ion should receive .  i t  
m u s t  be evolved w ith fu l l  democrati c  sanction.  I n  today " s  
c i rc u mstances ,  i t  i s  pos s i ble- and, perhaps, easier-to foi st 
a deci s ion on the count ry w i thout  submitt ing i t  to the peop l e  
for t he i r  approval . Thi s  would.  we fee l .  b e  a short-sighted 
pol i c y  and one that m ay c reate u nnecessary compl icat ions.  
We w o u l d .  t h e re fo r e . s t ro n g l y  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Government t o  act i n  the spir i t  of t h e  Governor-Gene ra l ' s  
Proc lamation and hold free and fai r  e l ect ions w i thout any 
delay, so that any new const i tut ional  plan c an be i mpleme nted 
w i t h  the consent of the peop l e ·  s representat ives .  

3 1  A ugust 1955 

One-Unit Plan 

W h i l e  exami nation of the  One- U n it B i l l ,  which is  now on the 
anv i l .  can be defe rred unti l  i t s  mai n provi s ions have been 
fi nal i zed,  i t  is  necessary to review the more sal ient  feat ures 
of its background. The h istory of Con st i tu t ion-mak i ng i n  
Paki stan makes u nhappy readi ng. due l argel y  t o  the M u s l i m  
League l eadersh i p ·  s congeni tal  i nabi  I i ty t o  take a greater 
interest  in the respon s i b i l i t ies  of office than in i t s  benefi t s .  
A l most from t h e  very begi nn i ng t h i s  essential  t a s k  h a s  been 
subord i n ated to partisan motivatio n s .  The B PC R eports and 
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the i ngenious form u l ae devi sed from t i m e  to t i m e  have al l 
borne the u n m i stakable stamp of po l i t i cal manoe u vr i ng .  and 
in no way re presented a ge n u i ne e ffort to e \  oh e a rat ional  
const i tut ional  p lan that would conform to the demands of 

various factors that should dete rm i ne Pak i stan ' s  fu t ure pol i t y .  
A major h urdle  was presented by t h e  fact t hat o n e  Provi nce 
o f  P a k i s t a n .  \\ i t h more t h a n  h a l f  the c o u n t r y ' s  t o t a l  
popul at ion.  i s  separated from t h e  re st o f  t h e  cou n t ry b y  o \ e r  
a thousand m i les  of a l i e n  terri tory . T h i s  unchangeab l e  factor 
c l ear ly r u l e d  out a u n i t ary form of g() \ e rn m e n t :  it a l so 
demanded that the federal stru cture should leave a vast fi e l d  
for the Pnl \  i n ce s ' autonomous fu nct i o n i n g .  ,,\ t first our  
Const i tut ion- makers proposed a federal type of gO\ ern rnent 
\v i  th a strong Centre:  but .  for sound and \ al i d  rea1,on 1., .  East  
B e ngal  refu sed to accept i t .  The scheme \\ as .  t herefore.  
amended drast ica l ly  to reduce the weigh tage given to the 
smal ler  ( West Pak i stan ) u n i t -. .  This proposal sh ifted the centre 
of power to the eastern wing and would ha\ e a l l owed one 
Provi nce .  separated from the othe r.s .  to dom i nate the rest of 
the country . I t  \\ as.  \\ ith equal j u s t i ficat ion.  rejected by the 
representat i \e s  of t he western zone. Later s t i l l .  a compro m i se 
of some sort was devised and was re l uctant ly  accepted by the 
M u s l i m  League l e a de r s h i p- i n  o rde r to m a i n t a i n  s o m e  
sembl ance of party u ni ty  after the debac le i n  E a s t  Bengal
but this  p l an .  conformi ng to no c l ear-cu t pattern. brist led 
with contrad i c t i o n s  and pro m i sed to lead the country to 
const i tut ional  chaos.  

As t i me passed.  i t  came to he genera l l y  accepted that a 
sen s i b l e  const i t u t ional  p l a n  for Paki stan must  e n v i s age the 
grant of the w i dest possible reg i onal autonomy. so that East  
Bengal could be a l l owed to gm c rn  itse l f  in a l l  matters i n  
which i t s  pro b l e m s  were d i ffere nt from t hose o f  the other 
Prm i nces or essent i a l l y  reg ional  in character. It  \\ as a lso 
re al i sed that such w i de autonomy c ou l d  not possib l y be g i v e n  
to al l the u n i t s  o f  W e s t  Pak istan.  Apart fro m t h e  fact t h a t  t h e  
Princely States i n  t h i s  zone h a d  no re al has i s  for a separate 
e x i s tence.  the Pnw i nces of V.'est Pak i stan arc bou nd together 
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by a n u m b e r  of i m p ortant  l i n k s ,  s u c h  as an accepted 
i n d i genous lingua fiwzrn, a s i m i l ar pattern of economy,  a 
common r iver syste m ,  a s i ng l e  com m u n i cations network, and 
i nter-dependence in various other essential  matters.  Further, 
i t  was agreed t h at i n t e r - zo n a l  p a r i t y  d e p e n d e d  for i t s 
successful work i ng on the i ntegrati o n  of the d i fferent un i ts  i n  
West Paki stan.  I t  was soon appare nt that the best so l ut ion to 
the p roblem was offe red by what has been known as the 
zonal or con federal plan . . .  This  scheme was, at one stage, 
even accepted by a m aj or i ty  of West Pak i s t an ' s  M u s l i m  
League M C A s .  Th i s  i nterreg num o f  l uc id i ty  was, however. 
short - l i ved. Soon after the dissolut ion of the o l d  Const i tuent  
Assembly on 24 October 1 954, the dom i nant fact ion of West 
Paki stan ' s  M us l i m  League l eaders h i p  abandoned the zonal 
scheme and raised the slogan of One U n i t  for West Pak i stan . 

I n  v iew of the pecu l i ar s i t u at ion that h ad been created, i t  
was p resumably fe l t  that  any p l an e m anat ing from the Central 
Government wou l d  be accepted. The d i s graceful manner i n  
which  the agreement of the Provincia l  A ssem b l i e s  w a s  sought 
and obtained has not rea l l y  m ade very many converts to the 
scheme or e nhanced the country ' � reputation for adherence 
to democra t i c  methods .  The One- U n i t  proposa l  was p u t  
forward i n  t h i s  atmosphere and i ts detai l s  were worked out i n  
t h i s  s p i r i t .  I t  s e e m s ,  h owever. that even after the  restorat ion 
of parl i amen tary rule in the cou ntry, t here has been l i t t le  
change in  the att i t ude of i ts  authors. A n y  cr i t ic ism of the 
proposal ,  or any e x press ion o f  honest doubts and m i sg i v i ngs ,  
i s  frowned upon as  a gr ievous s i n ,  and the fut i l e  argu ment i s  
put  fo rward that  fai l u re to adopt  the  O ne - U n i t  p l an i n  
prec i se l y  i ts present form w i l l  be tantamount to i n v i ti n g  c haos 
and d i srupt ion .  It i s ,  of course, true t hat many persons are 
opposing the i ntegrati o n  of West Pak i stan for p u re l y  se l fi sh 
reasons .  We have a host  of former Prov i nc ia l  satraps who 
feared ecl ipse in a bi gger u n i t  or who had e x pe cted a b i g  
s hare of the  loaves a n d  fi shes of offi ce a n d  h ave been 
d i sappo inted.  Some m embers of the  C i v i l  S e rv i c e s ,  who 
cal c u l ate every pol i t ical  move i n  terms of the i r  e m o l u ments  
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and prospects of pro mot ion.  are apparent ly  not yet sat i sfied 

\\ i t h  the repeated g u arantees that ha\ e bee n held out to t he m :  

a n d  t h e  c i v i l  s e n a n t s .  u n fo rt u n a t e l y .  s e e m  t o  w i e l d  

con s i de rable pol i t ical  i nfl uence.  T here are a lso the d iehard 

prov i n c i a l i sts  \\ h o  are b l i nded by prej udice and can t h i nk or 

act o n l y  in narrow c i rc l e s .  and \V ho.  l a c k i n g  a concrete 

pol i t ical  pro g ra m m e .  haw found a God- sent opportu n i ty  in  

t he One-Cn i t  p l an to come fonrnrd as the hero i c  defe nders of 

t he peopl e ' s  r ights .  I t  i s .  on the other hand.  equa l l y  true that  

many of the O ne - U n i t ' s  sponsors are g u i ded solely by t he 

des ire to consol i date t h e i r  pos i t i o n s  of p<rn e r. and to save the 
Mus l i m  League from being deci m ated p ieceme a l .  prO\ i nce 

by prm i ncc:  and that  a l arge proport ion of t h e i r  supporters 

c o m p r i s e  t h e  c l a s s  of y e s - m e n  w h o  a p p l a u d  e v e r y 

Gowrnment pol i cy as a matter of pri n c i p l e .  Be t hat as i t  

m a y .  t h e  i s sue m u s t  b e  v i ewed i n  t h e  c o l d  l i g h t  o f  re ason and 

the fi nal deci s i o n  taken by the peopk after a serio u s  appraisal  
of i ts  advantages and d i sad\ antages.  

I t  is  our consi dered opi n ion t h at the zonal  or  confederal 

scheme offers the best answer to Pak i stan · s  compl i cated 
const i tut ional  pro b l e m s .  It  g i ves the country a sane bas i .s for 

parity between the two zones.  and prm ides for West  Pak i stan 

a federal system that \\ ould giw t h i s  re g i o n  a l l  t he be nefi ts 
of i ntegration \\ ithout any of i t s  feared drawbac k s .  I n  fact .  

e w n  w i t hout t h e  ncce-.,s i t y  i m posed hy East Bengal · s  pecu l i ar 
pos i t ion .  some such form of i nteg rat i o n  i n  West  Pak i stan was 
absolutely essent i a l .  and we held and ach ocated t h i s  v iew 

c \ e n  w he n  the Musl i m  League leadershi p  was.  in  the  defence 
of party i n terests .  determined to pre sen e t he i l l og i cal stotus 

quo. S o me of the we stern u n i t s  arc complete anac h ro n i s m s .  

a n d  t h e i r  boundaries desen e to b e  \\ iped out i m mediate l y :  
others are defi c i t  zones w h i c h  depend for he lp  and sustenance 

o n  their ne ig h bours .  The cry for thei r com p l e te separati o n  i s .  

therefore .  a er: o f  despair  '' h i c h  has  no ha� i .;,  i n  t e r m s  of 
pract ical real i t i e s .  I t  \\ o u l d  c l earl y he best i f  West  Pak i stan 

were di\ ided into tlm:e or four s u h - u n i h  and coal e sced i nto a 
wel l - k n it federa t i o n  w h i c h .  w i t h  the passage of t i me,  m ay 
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fo l l ow the worl d w i d e  t r e n d  towards c e n t ra l i s a t i o n  and 
u l t i mately become a s i ng l e  adm i n i strati \'e uni t .  This  process 
of amalgamation by stages wou l d  a l l ay the fears of the peopl e  
o f  the smal ler  re gions.  a n d  a l so red uce t h e  danger of lack o f  
e ffect i\'e control of t h e  ad m i n i strat ion because of t h e  vastness 
of the unde vel oped areas that are suddenly  be i n g  i ntegrated .  
W hat perhaps i s  most  i m portant of a l l  i s  that  t h i s  p l an cou l d  
be i mp l e me n ted w i t h  the m a x i m u m  po s s i b l e  agree m e n t  
among t h e  people of W e st Pak i stan.  A l though t h e  One- U n i t  
p l a n  i s  nearing i t s  fi nal  stages. there i s  n o  reason why i t  
should not h e  amended s u i tably i n  order t o  make i t  a more 
feas ible  and more acceptable proposi t ion . . .  

2 September 1 955 

The One-Unit Bill 

. . .  A part from the bas ic  conside rat ions i nvol ved which we 
out l i ned two days  ago. a study of the  Estab l i sh ment  of West 
Paki stan B i l l  c l early shows that. as i t  now stands, the measure 
doe s not deserve the support of any de mocrat . The most 
i m portant c l auses of the B i l l ,  namel y ,  those l ay i ng clown the 
e lectoral l aw, arc a complete mockery of the basic canons of 
de mocrac y .  The Prov i nc i al A ssembl ies .  which .  where they 
e x i s t ,  w i l l  fu n c t i o n  as e l e c t oral  c o l l e g e s  fo r t h e  n e w  
Legi sl at ure.  h a v e  near l y  reached the end o f  the ir  terms.  The 
P u nj ab A ssembly.  for e xample.  shoul d  normal ly be d i sso l ved 
early next  year.  When these bod i e s  themselves are soon to 
lose whatever representat ive status they have e njoyed, i t  
see m s  h i g h l y  i mproper that  they shoul d  b e  e m powered to 
c reate a new body.  on w hose l i fe no l i m i t  of any sort has 
been p l aced. F urther. i n d i rect e l ections have been dec ided 
upon, on the p i ca that direct e lections wou l d  cause a great 
deal of de l ay .  It w i l l  be recal led that the One- U n i t  proposal 
has been o n  the agenda for more than s i x  months. and that  i f  
i t s  sponsors were real l y  i n terested i n  holdi n g  e l ections,  the 
necessary preparations coul d  very nearly have been fi nal i sed 
by now . Q u i te obviously,  unless  a beg i n n i ng is m ade towards 
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sett ing up the neces sary e lec toral  machinery.  the excuse of 
d i rect e lect ions caus ing delay w i l l  a l \\ ay s be avai l ab l e  t o  
avoid t h e  peopl e ' s  d i rect verdict on the i r  pol ic ies  and act i o n s .  
B u t  e v e n  i f. for the sake of arg u ment .  t h i s  exc use i s  accepted 
in the present case. there i s  no re ason \\ hatsoe\ er  for the 
q u a i n t  procedure that  has been proposed for the i nd i rect  
e l e c t i o n s .  fo r w h i c h  the o n l y  fa i r  m e t h o d  is  t h a t  of 
proport ional  representati o n .  The sponsors of the One- U n i t  
B i l l .  however.  have abandoned t h i s  accepted procedure and 
have deci ded that the d i fferent A s se m bl ies  and other bodi e s  
should e lect  their  nom i nees t o  the W e s t  Pak i stan Legi s l at ure 
by a maj o ri ty \ Ole .  The i r  latest dec i s i o n  on t h i s  poi n t  is that .  
i nstead of the whole  body e lecti n g  ih representat i ve s .  the 
voting w i l l  be conducted distr ict-wise.  This w i l l  make no 
di fference to the u nde moc rat ic  character of the p roceedings .  
The only e x planat ions t hat co u l d  be put forward by the br ight  
legal  experts \Vho drafted the B i l l  i s  that  the method o f  a 
s i ng l e  t rans ferabl e  \ ote would i m· o l \  e a \ cry s m a l l  q uorum 
and that the count ing wou ld take some day s .  Th i s  is  i ndeed 
the height  o f  fri \ olousness .  The country is told to sacr i fi c e  an 
essent ia l  democrati c  right because the price of i t s  exerc i se is 
t hat the count ing of \ Oles w i l l  take a fe w days. The method 
i n  t he i r  madness is .  hmve \·er. c lear.  name ly .  to ensure that 
the dom i nant  c l iques i n  the Assembl ies  are g i ve n  a monopol y  
o f  t h e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  O n e - U n i t  L e g i s l a t u re a n d  t h at t h e  
O p p o s i t i o n  p a rt i e s  a n d  g r o u p s  re m a i n  c o m p l e t e l y  
u nre presented.  

This  is  i ndeed a poor augury for the dawn o f  democracy 
t h at has been prom i sed by the authors of the One- U n it p l a n .  
F u r t h e r. i t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a n  e x t re m e l y  t o p - h e a v y  
adm i n i stration i s  being de\ i sed t o  re p l ace t h e  present  set-up.  
and that i t  i s  for this reason t hat the sponsors of the move no 
l o n g e r  c l a i m  t h a t  it w i l l  b r i n g  a n y  g r e a t  e c o n o m y  i n  
e x p e n d i t u re on t h e  adm i n i st ra t i v e m ac h i n ery . I t  i s  a l so 
ru moured that i t  i s  proposed to g i ve enhanced powers to t he 
offi c i a l s :  t h i -.;  c learl y raises the danger of the ad m i n i stra t i on 
beco m i ng more bureaucrat ic  and. therefore. less  re spo n s i ve 
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to publ ic  demands and needs. I t  i s  c l early i mperat i v e  that,  
even i f  the basic structure out l i ned i n  the Govern me nt ' s  b l ue
print for the i ntegrat ion of West Paki stan · s  u ni ts  remains  
unch anged . the One- U n i t  B i l l  must  be amended i n  certai n 
essent ia l  re spects .  The proposed method of i n d i rect e lect ions 
should be abandoned i n  favour of the system of a s ingle 
transferabl e  vote.  and the i m part i a l i t y  of t he voting must be 
guaranteed beyond even a shadow of suspic ion of offic i a l  
pre ssure .  T h e  scheme for W e s t  Paki stan ' s  adm i n i strat i ve 
structure should form a part of the B i l l  and not be left to 
some commi ttee of offi c i a l s .  And. above a l l .  the B i l l  i tse lf  
should l ay down that  General Elections wi l l  be  h e l d  w i t h i n  
t h e  n e x t  s ix  month s .  a n d  that t h e  Leg i sl ature thus  formed w i l l  
have the r ight  t o  i n i t i ate changes i n  the structure o f  West  
Pakistan i n  any manner i t  cons i ders proper. U nless  these 
prov i s ions are incorporated in  the B i l l ,  i t  wi l l  probably remain 
u nacceptable even to those who approve of the  One- U n i t  
s c h e m e  b u t  d o  not  regard i t  a s  a m e a n s  o f  bypas s i n g  
democracy and prolonging the peop l e ·  s depri vat ion o f  the ir  
bas i c  democratic r ights .  

17 October 1 955 

West Pakistan Integration 

. . .  The emergence of the Pro vince of West Pak i stan . apart 
from the advantage s or d i sadvantages that may i nhere in the 
new admin i strat ive  set-up. cannot by i tse lf  bring pro m i se of 
any start l i ng i m prov e ment  in the l i fe of our peopl e .  I ts 
progre ss w i l l  depend large l y  on the nature of the pol i c i e s  
devi sed by the n e w  Government and the m a n n e r  of the ir  
i mp lementation. In  t h i s  regard. the  fact that  the m e rger has .  
as was  e xpected, led to  an amalgamat ion of the  dominan t  
M u s l i m  League groups of various uni ts  provides ample cause 
for anxiety .  A m ajority of the West Paki stan Governmen t ' s  
nucleus.  which h a s  a lready been i n stalled i n  office. compri ses 
M u s l i m  League l eaders whose barre n po l i ti cal  past offers no 
guarantee of a fru i t fu l  fu ture : and . presu mabl y .  the choice for 
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fi l l i ng the re mai n i ng \ acanc1es  \\ i l l  be confi ne d  to t he i r  
confrater n i ty . These gentlemen have often heen i nv ested w i t h  
posit ions of power: a n d .  i n\ ariably .  t hey ha\  e emerged from 
each such test wi th  the ir  reputations  more frayed and w i t h  
the publ ic  affa i rs \\ i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  \\ ere c h arged i n  a worse 
state of chaos.  They ha\ e for a long t i me basked i n  the g lory 
of pm\ er  acq u i red through t he effort s of others and. negl ectfu l  
o f  the respon s i b i l i t ies  that  pol i t ica l  pmver em braces.  have 
e ng aged themseh e s  s ing le-mi ndedly i n  the shame less pursu it  
of personal or fact ional  ends.  Can they suddenly he divested 
of the ir  old habi ts  of thought  and acti on ! W i l l  they now 
cease to m i suse the i r  au thori t y .  refrai n  from corrup t i n g  the 
ad m i n i s t ra t i o n .  and s u bo rd i nate  t h e i r  a rn b i t i o m  to the 
demands of publ i c  w e l fare·) In the context  o f  their  past 
experience.  no one should expect the peop l e  to place much 
fai t h  i n  the m i raculous transformation that has been pro m i sed : 
t h e  o n u s  o f  p r o o f  l i e s  s q u a re l y  on t h e  G O\ e rn m e n t " s  
shoulders.  and posi t i ve e \  i dence of a radical  departure from 
the i nept i tude and i nd i fference of pre\· ious  M u sl i m  League 
reg i me s  m u s t he p ro v i ded b e fore t he l i q u i da t i o n  of t he 
obloquy that  at taches  to i t s  component  groups m a y  he 
expected . 

Generou s p rom i ses hm e bee n made regardi ng \\ hat ma) 
he expected of the West Pak i stan Gove rn ment .  They make 
i m pres s i 1 e  read i ng hut 1\ i l l  fa i l  to e nthuse our peop l e .  who 
have.  s i nce Part i t ion .  been s ur fe i ted vv i th pledges that are 
o ften re peated hut se ldom honoured . Publ i c  j udgment on the 
Govern ment w i l l  be gu i ded by the fru i ts  of i ts  ac t i o ns ,  not by 
the r ich fol iage of i t s  word -, .  We ha1 e heen told t h at the 

people · s  standard of l i v i ng \\ i l l  he bettered and gen u i n e  soc i a l  
j u -,t ice  estab l i s hed t hrough a rapi d  i nc rease and a more 
equ i table distr ibut ion of national  wealth .  that the benefi t s o f  
education a n d  m e d i c a l  a id  w i l l  b e  spread t o  t h e  far-flu n g  
v i l l ages a n d  t h e  backward areas.  that t h e  ad m i n i strat ion w i l l  
be c leansed by root i n g  o u t  corrupt ion and i neffi c i ency.  that 
c i 1 i l  l i bert ies  11 i l l  not be tram pled u pun and t ru e  de mocracy 
w i l l  be estab l i shed. that the people \\ i l l  be de l i n':red from 
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local tyrannies .  and that free and fa ir e l ect i()n" w i l l  he held as 
soon as poss ibl e .  H i t he rto. the only pro m i se that has been 
stated in  concrete terms i s  Dr Khan Sahi b ' s  categori cal p ledge 
that the Safety Act w i l l  not be used agai n st the Pre s s .  

The W e s t  Paki stan C h i e f  M i n i ster" s c l ari ficat ion o f  h i s  
\ · ie\V S  on the Fron t ier  C ri mes Regul ation w i l l  a l so he read 
w i t h  g ra ti ficat ion .  T h i s  is an excel lent  beg i n n i n g  in one 
parti cu l ar fi e l d :  but  i t  i s  only a beg i n n i n g .  A great deal more 
needs to be done in the matter of restori ng the peop l e ' s  c i v i c  
a n d  po l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  hdore i t  c a n  be c l ai m e d  t h a t  o u r  
governance i s  based on t h e  u n a l l oyed rul e  of l a w .  I t  i s .  further. 
u rg e n t l y  n e c e s s a ry t h a t  a l l t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  po l i c y  
statements should h e  a m p l i fied . . .  

The West Pak i stan Government has i ndeed taken upon 
i t se l f  a very heavy burden o f  re spon s i b i l i t i e s .  I n  one sense its 
task o f  reform is not a d i ffi c u l t  one. ror i n  the last  e i g h t  years 
so l i t t le  has been acco m p l i s hed that any gen u i ne attempt at 
i mpro v i n g  the people ' s  l i v i ng condi tions  w i l l  stand out i n  
bold re l ief. On the o t h e r  h a n d .  however. the e x i st i n g  m e s s  i s  
s o  complete that a very special  e ffort w i l l  b e  req u i red to set 
matters r i g h t .  Furt her. the manner in which the One- U n it 
p l a n  was n u rt u rL'd .  the unort hodox met hods w i t h  w h i c h  
l e g i s l  at i \ e s u pport for i t  w a s  sought  a n d  gained.  a n d  the 
s t r a n g e  p ro c e d u re a d o p t e d  fo r i n d u c t i n g t h e  p re s e n t  
Govern ment i n to o ffice .  are c i rc u m "1ances that  add t o  the 
burden . The absence o f  a represe ntati v e  Leg i s l at u re ,  which 
cou l d  control the Gm ernrnent and share respons ib i l i ty  for i ts  
po l i c i e s .  shou l d  make t h e  s i tuation even m ore oppre s s i ve ror 
those in the Cabinet \v h o  possess a pol i t ical  con sc ience and 
do not regard the One- U n i t  p l an as a conve n i e n t  means of 
acq u i r i n g  or ret a i n i n g  po l i t ical  power. The fact t h at t h e  
pre se n t Gove rn me n t  ha;, hcen i n sta l led after a v i t al c h ange i n  
t h e  ad m i n i s t rat i v e s t ru c t u re c a l l s  fo r t h e  g re a t e s t  
c i rc u m spect ion i n  the formu lation o f  i t s  po l ic i e s  and the 
u t most v i g i l a nce i n  the ir  i m pl e mentat ion.  H itherto, the mai n 
oppos i t ion to the present  i ntegration plan has come from the 
smal ler  Pro v i nces .  The i r  s uspicion that the Punj ab .  as the 
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b i ££est s ing le  un i t .  is l i ke ly to dominate the ne\V Prov ince 

w i l l  h av e  to  be  d i s pe l l ed if t h e  s c h e m e  is to w o r k  

sat i sfactori l y .  I t  i "  equal  1 y necessary.  hm\ e w r .  to g uard 

again s t  the danger that .  in order to pac i fy these areas .  the ir  

representatiws  m ay be al lo \\ ed to b l ackma i l  the Gm ernment 
i nto forc ing  the Pun jab i :-.  to make unfai r  sacri fices .  I t  a lso 
need-. to be reafoed that i f  the \Vest Paki stan GO\ ernment 

fai l s  to l i ve up  to the expectat ions that i t  has sought to rouse .  
t h i s  \\ i l l  no t  mere ly  lead to a rout ine change i n  i t s  personne l :  
such an eventual i ty i s  l i kely t o  endanger the const i tu t iona l  

experiment w i th  \\ h ich  i t  i s  l i n ked. I t  \\ i l l  not  on ly  make i t  
exceedi ng ly d iffi cu l t  to deny the  demand for restorat ion of  
the sru111 .1 quo wzre. but  a l so l ea \  e an aftermath of i nc reased 

i nter-pro v i nc ia l  b i t terness and confu s ion and. thus .  create a 
ho s t  o f  nn\ c o m p l i ca t i on:-. .  Tho"e  \\ ho  ha\e  a s s u med 
authority i n  the  Provi nce of  Wes t  Pak i s tan mu-;t  square ly  
face the:-.e facts .  Aho\ e a l l  e l se they  :-.hould real i '>e that t he i r  
pr imary and  most important du ty  i s  to make arrangements for 
t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a d e m o c ra t i c  
L e g i s l a t u re .  I f  t h e  W e s t  P a k i s tan  Governmen t  c a n n o t  
fai thfu l l y  d i scharge th i -.  and other major re spon ... i b i l i t i e s .  i t  

w i l l  i nev i tably fal l  a v ic t im t o  the accumul ated wrath and 
frustrat ion of the people  and jo in  the many i\ lus l i rn  League 
reg imes in the l imbo of the i rretr ie\  ably bankrupt pol i t i c i an s .  

2 0  April 1 958 

Dangerous Words 

Khan A bd u l  Ghaffar Khan · s l atest decl arat ion on the subj ect 

or One U n i t  betray s a surpri s ing l ack  uf pol i t ica l  balance and 
a narro\\ ne""  of out look .  Address ing  a part) meet i n g  i n  
Peshawar the other day. h e  i s  reported t o  ha\ e said that · now 
when al 1 const i tut i onal  means are exhamted. '' e " i  1 1  resort 
to d irect struggle after ' Id ' :  that One Cn i t  must  be smashed 
because the 'Pathans ha\e become real  s la\ es  of Punjab is .  
economical ! )  as we l l  as pol i t ica l ! ) · :  and tha t  th i s  \ \  ou ld  be · a 
fi na l  and  dec i s i Ye  s t rugg le  aga in s t  One L: n i t .  for w hose 
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maintenance leaders from Pun jab ha\ e stood as one man · .  He 
further revealed that the form of h i s  d i rect action would be 
that batches of pol i t ical workers would enter the Tribal Areas. 
in defiance of the exis t ing restrict ions, ' to carry our message 
to our tri bal brethren · .  

Wi th regard t o  the first target o f  h is  proposed c iv i l  
d i sobed ience campaign. i t  w i l l  general ly  be agreed that there 
is no rea l  just ification today for keeping the Tribal Areas 
sealed off from the rest of the country . However. it is a l so 
qu i te obvious that a d irect-act ion campaign to achieve th is  
end would be a wrong and h ighly inopportune move.  Whi le  
such a campaign i s  unl ikely to  expedite the removal of an 
anomaly which forces a large section of our  people to l ive in  
medieval condit ions .  i t  could easi ly help to create suffic ient 
chaos in the region to pro\'oke l arge-scale repress ion or even 
lead to c ircumstances that would be used as an excuse to 
upset the election schedule.  Thus. instead of helping to extend 
democracy to a part of the country that i s  kept under an 
antedi l uv ian d i spensation. i t  may wel l dest roy what l i tt le there 
is of democracy in other parts of our land . . .  

I t  i s  easy to understand and apprec i ate Khan Abdu l  
Ghaffar Khan' s  opposit ion to One Uni t  and h is  desire that i t  
should be replaced as soon as possible by a more rat ional 
cons t i t u tiona l  scheme .  As was e x pected,  the fac t  tha t  
i ntegration was brought about without the people ' s  consent 
has, apart from the intr insic merits or demeri ts of the p l an, 
created b itter resentment among the people. part icu larly in 
the smal ler Provinces. What, however, makes Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan ' s  u t t e rances  u n pa l a t ab l e  and d an g e ro u s  i s  h i s  
paroch ial i sm,  his  i mpatience with normal pol i t ical methods, 
and his inabi l ity or refusal  to understand that the people of 
the Punj ab arc as much v ict ims of the present set-up as those 

of any other Province. He chooses to forget that. if certain  
Punjabi pol i t ic ians backed One Un i t ,  others opposed i t  tooth 
and nai l ;  and that the archi tects of One Uni t  found w i l l ing 
helpers from other Provinces who were prepared to destroy 
anything if only the ir  place at the h igh table of authori ty was 
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g u aranteed.  In fact .  the O n e - u n i t  p l a n  \\ a ." for most  of i t s  

s u pporters n o  m ore t h an a m e a m  o f  consol i d at i n g  t h e i r  

pos i t io n  a n d  \\ eak e n i ng t h e i r  pol i t ica l  opponents .  Further .  i t  

i s  necessary to po i nt o u t  t h at t h e  s l og an o r  · rushtoon c u l ture 

and l a n g u age in danger· is  huth fabe and harmfu l \\ h e n  i t  is  

k n o w n  t h a t P u n j a h i  c u l t u re and l an g u a g e  a re e q u a l l y  

n e g l ected . that S i nd h i  c u l t ure and l a n guage get  n o  s u stenance.  

and that e w n  Pak i s t a n -.,  offi c i a l  l a n g u ages are depriwd of 

t h e  h e l p  they need tu fi nd the p la c e  that has been accorded 

t h e m  i n  t he C 01b t i t u t i on .  It i -.. e q ua l l y  \\Tun g  and harmfu l  to 

t a l k or the e tblaYement  o r  t he S i n d h i �  a n d  Pathans by the 

P u nj a h i s  o r  o r  P u n j ah i  c ap i t a l i s ts n p i o i t i n g t h e  s m a l l e r  

PrO\ i nc e s .  S l ogan -.. o r  t h i s  type u s u a l l y  e m a nJte from a m i n d  

t h at h a s  n o  c l c ar-l'll t p ro g r< l l 1ll1le o f  n a t i o n a l  rege nerat i o n  

ha-..ed o n soc i a l j u .s t i c e  a n d  t h e  l i q u i dat ion  u f  fe udal  a n d  uther 

\Csted i n te resh.  

R e spect ror K h a n  :\.hd u l  Ci h affar Khan · -.. ant i - i mperi a l i s t  

past a n d  sy m pa thy \\ i t h  h i m  ror h i s -.. u fferi n g -.. a t  t h e  hands of 

t h e  Qai y u m  ad m i n i st ra t i o n  cannot h l i nd o n e  to the fact that  

his  pre s e n t  po l i c i e s do not sen e the i n tere-.. ts or e i ther h i s  

part y .  or t h e  Pathan -.. . or t h e  peop l e  of Pak i s t a n .  Fur e x a m p l e .  

t oday i t  i s  the fore most  d u t y  o f  e \ e ry democrat to de\ ote a l l 

h i s  e ne rg i e -., tn t h e  mo:-.t  i mport a n t w-.. 1'. fac i ng Pak i -.. t a n .  

n am e l y .  t h e  ho l d i ng of free a n d  u 1: t'e ttered e lect i o n s  before 

the end o f  t h i :-.  year.  and to suspend ,i ] ]  c o n t rO\ e r-.. i e "  \\ h i c h  

m i g ht d istract attent i o n  from t h i s  need.  A n y  m m  e \\ h i  c h  

e ndangers t h e  e l ec t i o n s  i s  a d i ssen i c e  t(1  t h e  people  o f  

Pak i :-.tan . A n y t h i n g  w h i c h  h e l p s  to  st re ng then t h e  hands o f  
t hose w ho are i ntere-.,ted i n  the elec t i o n "  i -.. a ri ght a n d  correct 

ste p .  HO\\ e \  er .  \\ e h a\ e seen t h a t . dri\  e n  by fru strat ion or 
i m p e1 t i e n L·e . K h a n  .-\. h d u l G h a ffo r K h a n  h a -.  k tHl\\ i n g l )  

de\  i ct tcd frn m t h e  path o f  po l i t i c a l  rect i tu d e .  fo r  t h i :-. appnl \ a l  

of t h e  S yed C ro up ' s  rec e n t  a l l i ance \\ i t h  the \ J u -., l i m  League 

can ha\ e n o  j us t i fi ca t i o n  on the purel:  po l i t i c a l  p la i ! e .  And 
he cou l d  n ot h a \·e been u naware of the  fact that .  if  t h i s  deal 

h ad fruct ifi e d .  i t  cou l d  ea s i l : ha\ e l ead to t he re -.. u rrcc t i on or 
a separate e l ectorate .sy ste m .  and.  in co 1heCJlI L' n c e .  to the 
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postpo nement o f  the  Ge neral Elect ion for at  least  two years. 
These arc poor tact ics for a pol i t ical  leader o f  such vast 
experience. and these moves are rendered more harmfu l  by 
an i rrat ional d i s l i ke or fear of the Punjabis  and by a tendency 
to e 4 u a t e  the peop l e  of the P u nj ab w i t h  a h a n d fu l  o f  
unscrupulous l e aders. Khan Abd u l  Gh affar K h a n  wou l d  be 
wel l  adv i sed to take a more object i ve and broader v iew of the 
s i tuat ion and re\ i se his pol ic ies .  For.  if  his dangerous \vord:-
are , l ater  on. matched by e4ual l y  dangerous deeds .  he w i l l  be 
responsible  for creat i n g  a " i tuation that is bound to h amper 
Pak istan ' s  democratic progre ss .  

2 July 1958 

West Pakistan's Future 

W h i l e  d i fference:-- of opinion pers i st in regard to t he factors 
re sponsible  !'or the fa i l ur e  of the One - U n i t  ex peri ment.  it i s  
genera l l y  co nceded n o w  th:tt t h e  i n tegration o f  W e s t  Paki stan 
has fa i l ed completely to y i e l d  the promi sed re sul ts .  In the 
fi rst p lace. the i n tegrat ion scheme was l aunched under the 
worst poss ible  au :--p ice :-- : apart from the fact that it was fo i sted 
on the people and its authors were unable to c l oak the ir  
u l terior mot ive -. .  these avowed champions o l  u nity soon found 
t h e m s e l v e s  i n v o l ved i n  fac t i o n a l  fi g h t s  on t h e  l o w e s t  
c o n c e i v a b l e  l e v e l .  F u rt h e r .  w h e r e a s  a m o re e ffi c i e n t  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h ad b e e n  prom i s e d .  t h e  ad m i n i s t ra t i v e  
mac h i nery has become l e s s  amenable t o  control and more 
cumbe rsome . No seri ou s effort has been made to bri ng the 
backward areas of the new Prm i nce to the l c \'C I  o f  those 
which are s l ight ly  bette r served and better adm i n i stered. The 
pro m i se that the new Pro v i nce \Vould a l l ow the burden of 
taxation to be I ighte ncd has a l so proved fal s e .  r t  was said that 
the abo l i t ion of the d i fferent Provi nces and States would make 
i t  pos s i b le for the  Government of the Provi nce to overl ook 
local v ested i nterests and c arry out progress ive  economic 
p o l i c i e s :  t h i s  p ro m i s e  has  a l s o been be l i e d .  Jn  t h e s e  
c i rcum stances ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  sche me were i n herent ly  feasi ble-
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w h i c h  i t  is not�-there \\ a-, no po:-.s i h i l i ty of i t s  bei n g  fou n d  
workable .  

Oh\ iou :-- 1 ) . th i"  s tate of  affa irs cannot he l e ft u n attended 
w i thout  in\ ' i t ing acute di scon tentment  and a worse state  of 
confu s i o n  and chaos.  The re medies that are be i n g  s ug gested 
\ ary greatl y .  and some coul d  we l l  turn out  t o  be \Vorse than 
the di sease i h e l f. I t  has heen :-.uggested. for ,� \ample .  that  the  
slotus quo onlc should be restored. re s ur re c t i n g  C \  en those 
principal i t i e :-.  \\ h i d1 came i nto e x i stence hy t i ic :,1..·c» idcnt of 
h i story . and h a\'e no l i n g u i q i c .  e t h n i c  or geographic  rn i 1011 

d · c rrc. A n o t h e r  s o l u t i o n  mooted is t h at  t h e  D i \  i s i o n a l  
C o m m i s s ioners should b e  g i \'cn \\ ider power-.. s o  that some 
measure of ad m i n i strati \  c effi c i ency m ay be ach i C \  ed thro ugh 
decentral i sat ion of e xec ut i \ e author i t y .  A ' ar iat ion or t h i s  
scheme. p u t  fon\ ard after a confere nce at N ath iagct l i  bet\\ een 
certa i n  front ier  N A P  leaders and some me mbers of the We.st  
Pak istan Cabi net .  suggesh the creat i o n  of four adrni n i strat i \ e  
zones w i th S u b-Com m i ttees of local  M i n i sters fu n c t i o n i n g  at  
the zonal  headqu arters . A nd there has been some ta lk  about  
these zones b e i n g  p u t  i n  charge of L ie u tenant  Governors w i t h  
a d \  i sory com m ittee-. t o  ass i\ t  the m .  \'one of these schemes.  
however. can pnl\  ide any real  sol u t ion to the prob l e ms of 
t h i s  reg ion.  w h i c h  seem to hm e been acce n t u ated b) the h al t'
baked i ntegrat ion p l a n .  We st i l l  bel ieve t h at West  Paki stan · s  
specia l  c i rc u m sta nces-nam e l y .  the e x i stence o f  d i ffere n t  
l i ng u i st i c  a n d  e t h n i c  groups who de s i re l ocal  autonomy-and 
the need for adm i n i strat i \ e  i n tegrat ion to deal w i th cert a i n  
i m port a n t  subj e c t s .  req u i re t h a t  t h e  present set-up shou l d  be 
re placed by a zonal  federat ion .  

\\' h i l e  i t  i s  p e r fe c t l y  p l a i n  t h a t  W e s t  P a k i s t a n · s  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t ru c t u re m u s t  sooner or l ater  be s u i t ab l v  
changed.  t h e  latest  1110\ c tO\\ ards t h i s  e n d  i s  both u n e x pected 
and perple x i n g .  The recent  1\1 ath iaga l i  t a l k s  \\ ere ob\ i o u s l y  
n o t  confi ned to p ure! )  adm i n i strat i \  e matteh. as sugge sted 
by an agency report e manat i n g  from Karac h i .  The Pre s i dent " s  
part i c i pa t i o n  and Khan Abd u l  Ghaffor K h an · s  opt i m i st i c  
forecast abo ut  t ht..' earl : d i sme mberment o f  O n e  U n i t  c learl y 
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i nd icate t hat the N athiagal i parl eys were po l i t ical  in charac ter. 
Be that as i t  may. the people are wondering what exac t l y  
these negot iat ions portend.  The people wou l d  certa i n l y  l i ke 
to know whether Pres ident  l s kander M i rza acted on h i s  own 
i n i t i at i\'e in cal l i n g  such a conference. or was act i n g  on behal f  
o f  the Central Go\'ernrnent .  I f  h e  took t h i s  step w i t hout the 
adv i ce of the  Cab i ne t .  q u i te apart fro m the q u e s t i on o f  
propriety.  the poss i bi l i ty of certa i n  com p l i cat ions cannot h e  
ru led out .  And i f  t h e  1 1 1 0 \  e has the approval  of the  Cab i net .  
\V hat prec i s e l y  docs the  Noon Go\'e rnment wan t '1 H i therto. i t  
has sought  to preserve the present set-up w i thout any change 
u n t i l  the e l ect i ons .  The most i mportant t h i ng before the peop le 
i s  to see \Vh at effect any of these nnv plans w i l l  have on the 
General E lect i o n .  S i nce the i ssue i s  anyhow or v i tal  publ i c  
conce rn .  \Ve hope that thl'. part i e s  to t h e  Nath iagal i conference 
w i l l  take the people  i nto the i r  confidence about  t he nature of 
their ta l ks and the con c l us iuns  t hey reached. so that the i r  
p l an w i l l  b e  tested on t h e  touchstone of publ i c  op i n i on before 
any e ffort i s  made tu i m plement  i t .  

J V .  MEDIEVAL TERRORISl\I 

26 October 1 949 

�First Fruits 

The two weeks that have e l a p sed s i nce i t s  promulgat i on have 
proved the draconian Pub l i c  Safety Ord i n ance to be not h i n g  
more n o r  less  t h a n  an i n stru ment of po l i t i cal repress ion.  I n  
more than o n e  Pro\' i nce o f  Paki stan pol i t i ca l  wor h ers and 
journal i sts  have been arrested and detained w ithout tr ia l .  w h i l e  
there i s  n o  e v idence t o  show that t h e  measu re has been used 
anywhere to break up spy-ri ngs or su mmari ly deal w i t h  i nter
p ro v i n c i a l  g a n g s  of c r i m i n a l s .  fo r w h ose e x p e d i t i o u s  
appre hens ion i t  was a l leged t o  have been e nacted . I L  after 
the e x p l anat ion g i ven hy a Deputy f'v1 i n i ster on behal f of the 
Centra l  Govern m e n t. there were reasonable person s who st i l l  
doubted the r i ghtness o r  the country-wide protests agai nst the 
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addi t ion of another weapon to the \\ c l  1-equ i pped armoury o f  
t h e  E x e c ut i n : .  o r  who n a i w l y  took a t  t h e i r  face v a l u e  t h e  
e loquent assurances o r  t h e  Deputy i\ 1 i n i "ter. the first few 
i n stances of the u se of t h i s  Ordi nance s h o u l d  have changed 
their m i nds for t h e m .  

I n  the West  Punj ab .  to q uote only  o n e  e x a m p l e .  t w o  
k n o w n  Ivl u s l i m  Leag u e rs \\ e re arre sted u nder the Pub l i c  
S a kty Ord i n ance a k \\ day s ago . .\.'o expl anation \\ as offered 
b) Government  for t h i s  dras t ic  -,rep. and \\ i thout  e\ en the 
pretext  of a j ud i c i al i n q u i ry .  w i thout g i \ i n g  the \ i c t i rn s  a 
chance to den) or d i sprm e the charge s l e \  c l  led against  t he m .  
the-.e t w o  me mbers of t h e  pol i t ica l  party i n  office a t  t h e  Centre 
and i n  e\ ery Prm i ncc of Paki stan were sent to j a i l  by a 
d ictator i a l  fi at .  Th i "  e\ ·ent .  natural l y .  caused a great deal or  
p u b l i c  re sentment a n d  qrengthened t h e  pop u l a r  demand for 
repeal of t h i "  fasL· i st Ll\\ . T\\ O or three day s ago . agai n  
\\ i thout a \\ Ord or n p l a nat i o n .  these l\\ ( )  \ l u s l i m  League 
workers \Ve re rel e ased.  W h i l e  t he i r  early relea-.e is welcome. 
i t  mere l y  means that  because or i n s i stent  p u b l i c  pre s sur e  one 
among many wro n g s  ha-. been r ighted.  

The arre st and subsequent re lease of t he se t\\O pol i t ical  
workers in  the  West  Pu n j ab complete ly e x poses the c l a i m s  of 
o m n i sc i ence.  i n fal l i b i l i t y  and u n i m peach able mot i \C s  m ade 
on beh a l f  of G owrnment by those who seek to j u '>t i fy i t s  
recent betrayal of democracy . I t  needs no great i nte 1 1  igence 
to see that the We-.;t Punjab G o\'ern ment h a-; g i \' e n  away the 
whole -;ho\\ . In the fi rst  p l ace.  the puh l i c  has the right to 
k n o w  w h y  t h e s e  two c i t i ze n s  were arre s t e d .  Were t h e y  
accused of fi fth -col u m n  act i \  i t y '? On \\ h a t  C \  i dence w a '> 

act i on take n '? W h o  e x a m i ned t h i s  e v i dence and w h o  ordered 
t he i r  dete n t i o n ·.) And if t h e i r  g u i l t  was fu l l y  estab l i shed. as it 
should h aw bee n accord i n g  to the most solemn profess ions  
of Gm e rn rn e n t  "poke " m e n .  \\ h y  h a \  e they heen re le ased 
nm\ ·1 Doe s publ ic  c lamour make t h e i r  a l l eged offence l e s s  
he i n o u s ·) T h e  p e o p l e  k n ow n O \\ \\ h a t  \ al u e t o  p u t  o n  
G m  ern ment ' s a s " u rance that action under t h e  S afety Law s 
w o u l d  only  he taken agai nst  persons  fou nd g u i l ty of ant i -
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S tate acti v i ty .  In this case.  the g u i l t  seems to be primari l y  on 
Gove rn ment ' s  head. The Provincia l  admin i strati o n  is g u i l ty 
e i t her of the i l l egal and wrongfu l  confi nement of two i n nocent 
nat ionals  of Paki stan or of de l i berat e l y  le t t ing  l oose two 
proven enemies of the country . It is for the West Punj ab 
Government to dec l are w h ich is true and what action i s  bei n g  
taken agai nst  t h e  offi c i a l s  re spon s i bl e  for e ither of the two 

seri ous offences.  
The second most g l ar ing example of w hat. i n  the absence 

of proof to the contrary . can only  be regarded as g ross misuse 
of the Ordi nance i s  pro v ided by East Bengal i n  the detention 
of M a u l v i  Abdul Hamid Khan. The serv ices to the  M u s l i m  
League and t o  Pak i stan of t h i s  veteran l eader are too we l l  
known to be recou n te d ;  many g o  s o  far a s  to say t hat we 
l argel y  owe the refere n d u m  victory in S y l he t  to h i s  i n fl ue nce 
and unt i r ing efforts .  It i s  extremely diffi c u l t  to be l ieve that 
such an old and tried servant of the M u s l i m  people was found 
g u i l ty of conspir ing agai n st the S tate that he had he lped so 
much to b u i l d .  I t  is  far easier to g i ve credence to the opposi te 
v iew,  t h at h i s  deep l oy al t y  to the people compel led h i m  to 
c r i t ic i se those who now occupy the seats of power. but  were 
busy e l sewhere when M au l v i  A bdul Hamid Khan was fighting 
the B e n ga l i  M u s l i ms'  batt l e s .  and that this  is  his  on ly  ' s i n · . 
I n  East Bengal , as every where e l se,  no reason has been given 
for the  i ncarceration of M u s l i m  Leaguers and other pol i t ical  
workers; presumably,  when i t  comes,  the  hackneyed repl y ,  
i nh e r i te d  fro m o u r  fo rmer B ri t i s h  masters .  w i l l  b e  t h a t  
Govern men t  cannot possibly take t h e  people i n t o  confidence 
and thereby dry u p  i ts sources of i n formation.  

When the S afety Ord i n ance i s  tramp l i n g  u nderfoot the 
sacred c i v i l  l i bert ies of the peopl e ,  i t  is  i rr i tat i n g  to see the 
Paki stan i  Pro v i n c i a l  Governor, who was wel comed by a 

section of publi c  opinion as the custodi an of peop l e ·  s r ights,  
trying to defend what is  obviously i ndefens ib le  and u s i ng the 
same arguments .  i f  not  the same words .  that  a J e n k i ns or a 
G l ancy wou ld have used.  I f  the forthcom i ng elect ions i n  the 
West Punj ab are goin g  to be held in the presen t  s t i fl i ng 
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atmosphere.  w i t h  the people bound and the Press  m uzzled.  
w i th every offi c i a l  arrogati n g  to h i m se l f  the r ight  to dec ide 
who as a loyal  patr iot  deserves to breathe freely and who is  

to be i m prisoned \\ ithout tr ial  as a fore ign agent .  the el ectorate 

cannot be expected to regard t h i s  as a fa i t h fu l  fu l fi l ment  of 
the Governor- G e n e ra l "  s p ro m i se o f  free and democ rat i c  
e lect ions .  

P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  in  Pak i stan has  e x p re s s e d  i t se l f  w i t h 
cons iderable force and condemned the Safety Ordi nance as 
an unw arranted attack on the peop l e · s fu ndamental  r ights  as 
free c i t ize n s  of a free State.  I t  \\ Ou l d .  therefore. e nhance the 
p rest ige of the Central Government if i t  showed s u ffi c i e n t  
moral courage to adm i t  t h at i t  h a s  made a w rong dec i s ion and 
i m mediately wi thdraw t h i s  unde mocrat i c .  undes ira b l e  and 
u n neces sary Ord i n ance.  Fai l u re to do so can on l y  create a 
\v ide g u l f  bet\veen the Govern ment and the people of Paki stan 
and w i l l .  u n avoidab l y .  p lace before the \ l u sl i m  League the 
choice of s id ing ei ther with one or the other.  

7 February 1 95 1  

Medieval Terrorism 

In a news report publ i shed i n  this  new spaper a fc\\ days ago. 
it w as a l leged th:.it M i rza Mohammad I brah i m .  a detenu under 
the Pun jab Public Safety Act .  had been severe ! �  mal t reated 
i n  t h e  L a h o re F o r t  by c e r t a i n  r e p re s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i \ e  d e p a r t m e n t  t h at i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  c h e c k  
lawlessness a n d  p rotect t h e  r ights  of the c i t i ze n .  A l though the 
i nc ide nt  is  reported t o  have taken p l ace m any weeks ago.  i t  

was brought to l ight only  rece nt ly  after M i rza Sah i b " s  brother. 
who is the edi tor of a Pesh a\\ ar ne\\ spa per. succeeded i n  
obta i n i n g  t h e  Pun j ab Governme nt " s  perm i s s ion to interview 
h i m .  If these charge s-\\ h i  ch ha\ e not been contrad i cted so 
far-arc true. it i s  a very g rave matter i ndeed.  I t  is bad enough 
that the la\\ o f  the l and should al  l o\\ o ur L·nuntn men to be 
arrested and gaoled w i thout being prnperl y charged or tr ied.  
But  \\ hen a per-;on . \\ lrn-.,e i n nuce ncc i -.,  s u spect on l y  in  the 
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eyes of the detai n i ng authority .  is kept in sol i tary confi nement 
in a poli ce dungeon.  i nstead of bei ng lodged i n  an ordinary 
j a i l ,  and, furthermore, is beaten .  abused and h u m i l i ated i n  
many other ways, the system that a l lows such h appe n i ngs 
deserves severe condemnation.  S uc h  barbaric  treatment of a 
pri soner not only const i tu tes a v iolation of the country ' s  laws,  
but i s  also an offence against  a l l  canons of c i v i l i sed behaviour.  
In the eyes of the publ ic .  i n  such cases, the g u i lt of the 
p e rsecutors is  far greater than the su pposed g u i l t  of the  
persecuted i nd i v idual .  and should be treated as such by the 
Government.  The present case i s  al l  the  more re prehens ib le  
s ince the v ic t im of al leged pol ice goondaism i s  a pol i t i cal 
worker and one of Paki stan ' s  most respected c i t izens .  the 
a c k n o w l e d g e d  l e ad e r  o f  an i m po r t a n t  s e c t i o n  o f  o u r  
popu l at i on a n d  t h e  P re s i de n t  o f  t h e i r  organ i s a t i o n .  t h e  
Pak i stan Trade U n ion Federation .  

We earnestly urge the Gove rn ment  to  take cog n i sance of  
the matter and order an i m partia l  i n q u i ry i nto the i n c ident .  I t  
i s  essent ial that,  to serve the ends of j u st i ce and to i nspi re 
confi dence i n  the fin d i ngs.  t h i s  i nq u i ry should not  be the 
usual  departmental affai r. i n  which the truth  is  often sacri ficed 
for the sake of what is e uphe m i st i caly cal led the department ' s  
honour and reputat ion.  The i nvestigation should b e  entru sted 
to a real l y  i ndependent C o m m ittee-none of whose me mbers 
shou l d  be u nder the control or com mand of the Punj ab Pol i c e  
Department-headed by a J udge o f  t h e  H i g h  Court. W i t h  
regard to M i rza Mohammad I bra h i m .  a n d  a l l  others detained 
for their pol i t ical views. we rei terate our oft - m ade demand 
that in order to m ake the Gene ra l  Elect ion a l it t le  more 
de mocratic .  they should forthwith be released. M i rza Sahib  i s  
a candidate for a Lahore seat t o  the Assembly and i t  i s ,  to say 
the l east , extreme l y  unfa i r  that he. and others l i ke h i m, should 

be denied the r ight to approach the people for their support. 
I t  i s ,  i n  any case, necessary that some fool proof rules and 

reg u l at i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  l a i d  down t o  govern t he l i v i ng 
condi tions  of the v i c t i m s  of prevent i ve detent ion .  The first 
pro v i s ion m u st be t hat  detenus should not be left in the hands 
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of the Pol i ce or the C I D  and s h o u l d  be s e n t  to a j a i l  
i mmediate l y  after the ir  arrest .  I t  i s  abo nece-.,sary. s i nce t he i r  
g u i l t  i s  u n known and u nproved.  that they should b e  g i ve n  
prefere n t i al t reatment i n  t h e  matter of foc i  I i t i e s  for read i n g  
a n d  w r i t i n g .  fo o d .  c l o t h e s .  a n d  i n t c n i e w s .  w h i l e  a 
rn ai  n tcnance al l ow ance for the i r  fa m i  1 i e s  shou Id a l s o  be 
sanctioned.  A n u rn ber of these concessions were g ranted to 
its State pri -.oner-. by the B ri t i s h  Gm ernrnent of I n d i a .  The 
Gove rnment of Pak i stan should.  at least .  treat its c i t i zens  
w i t h  equal  cons iderat i o n .  F inal l : . \\ e -.hould l i ke to re peat 
that the pol ice i nst i tut ion maintained at the Lahore Fort should 
be d i sbanded. There are stro n g  enough re ason-. agai nst  the 
very mai ntenance of a such a p l ace of · i nterrogat i on · .  but  i f  
t h e  Go\ e rn me n t  cannot b reak away from B r i t i s h  t radi t ions  so 
c o m p l e te l y .  i t  s h o u l d  at least re m O \ e i h  S pec i a l  Pol i ce 
Estab l i shment  from t h i s  mag n i fi cent  arc h i tectural  monument .  
The Punj ab peop l e  s t i l l  regard the Lahore Fort as a re m i nder 
of S i kh and B r i t i sh atroc i t i e s  against  those who strove for 
freedom .  Let it now serve as a p l ace of purely arch aeol ogical  
i nterest .  rather than as a re l i c  of mcdie\  a l  terrori s m .  

1 2  May 1 95 1  

Latest Arrests 

A l arge n u m ber of Communi sts  and Left i st s .  most ly  l eaders 
o f  worke r s ·  a n d  peasan t s ·  org a n i sat i o n s  or p ro g re s s i v e  
l i t terate urs.  ha\ e been arrested under t he Safety Laws i n  the 
Punjab. S i nd .  and K arac h i . N o  offic ial  e x p l anat ion has .  so 
far. been g i v e n  to j u s t i fy t h i s coun try-wide rou nd-up except 

for the \ ag u e  c harge t hat t hose de tained w e re l i kely to be · a  
danger to publ i c  peace and order" . I t  h a s .  hm\ e \ e r. been 
stated that the arre sts  arc in no wav connected w i t h  the 
Ra\\ a l p i nd i  C o n s p i racy Case and also that Gm e rn m c nt " s  
act i on i s  d i rected agai n st the i nd i v i duals  concerned and not 
against  any po l i t ica l  part y .  If those \\ ho have been arrested, 
\V i t hout a -.pcc i fi c  charge and \\ i t h  no pro spect of being tried. 
had been s u-,pected of comp l i c i ty i n  the Conspiracy Case, 
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action under the draconi an S afety Lmvs wou l d  h ave been 
somewhat understandable.  a l though even i n  that case-s i nce 
a tr ial  is going to be h e ld-the use of ordinary l egal  procedure 
in the future would not handi cap the Government in any way. 
But to arrest a l arge n u mber of pol i t ical workers and writers
who are not even acc u sed of i l legal act i v ity of any sort-on 
mere suspic ion is co1itrary to e very tenet of de mocracy .  

A lthough the arrests s e e m  to have b e e n  carried out under 
the C entral Government " s i n struct ions or. at least.  under a 
centra l ly  co-ord i nated p l an .  re sponsi b i l i ty i n  the Provinces 
for the further un warranted use of the Safety Acts re sts w i t h  
the Provi nc i al govern ments .  I n  S i mi,  t h e  large-scale arrests 
of Hori l eaders have bee n i n terpreted by Pir  I l lahi  B akhsh as 
an attempt to st i  fie the Opposi t ion and c l e ar the way for the 
e l e ctoral  v i c tory of M r  K h u h ro ' s  M u s l i m  League.  K az i  
M uj taba. a M u s l i m  League M L A .  has a l so expressed regret 
at  t h e  arre s t s  w h e n .  he c l a i m s .  the Ha ri l e aders w e re 
negotiating w i th h i m  for a M u s l i m  League-Hari Commi ttee 
a l l i a n c e .  C l ear ly  M r  K h u h ro needs to e x p l a i n  why h i s  
G o v e rn m e n t  h as fo u n d  i t  nece s s ary t o  i n c ar c e rate t h e  
rep resentat i ves of s o  l arge a section of S i n d ' s  popu l at ion.  M r  
M u m taz Daultana owes t h e  Punj ab people a s i m i l ar duty.  
O n l y  w h e n  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t s  concerned offer a pro per 
e x p l anation for the drastic act ion taken wi l l  i t  be poss ib le  to 
j u dge whether even the sl ightest  j u s t i fication e xi sted for the 
round-up of the leaders of a l arge section of West Pakistan ' s  
workers a n d  peasan t s .  I n  the absence o f  a sat i s factory 
e x p lanat ion,  i t  i s  d i ffi c u l t  to avoid the con c l u s ion that the 
M u s l i m  League Governments have m i s u sed t h e i r  s pe c i a l  
powers i n  order to weaken t h e i r  pol i tical  opponents .  

29 May 1 9 5 1  

Safety Act Again 

The arrest and detention wi thout charge or trial of M r  Ahmad 
A l i  Khan, Ass i stant Edi tor of th i s  new spaper and Pre s ident 
of the Punjab U n ion of Jou rnal i sts.  M r  Ghayyur-u l - Is lam.  

249 



250 

Pakistan :  The first twc l\c years 

another m e mber of our E d i torial  s taff. and Mr Zaheer B ab ar. 
a S u b-Edi tor of the !11 1ro;,e. i-; yet another act of u nexpla i ned 
o p p re s s i o n .  As i n  the c a s e  o f  the re c e n t  ro u n d - u p  of 
Communists  and Left i sts .  most ly  le ader-. of peasants '  a n d  

vv orkers · o rga n i sat ions or writers.  no expl anat i on has been
and none is l i ke l y  to be-offered by the authori t ies  for t h e  
u se of t h e  P ub l i c S a fe t v  A c t  to i n carcerate these  t h ree 
j o urnal i st s .  who were known to i nterest  thcmse l \ e s  i n  c u lt u ral  
and l i terary pursu i t s  and whose onl: · po l i t i c a l "  act i \ i ty \\ as 
an acti \ e  part i c i pat ion i n  the affa irs of  the local j ournal i st s '  
u n i o n .  T h e  fact t h at t h e  GO\ crnment does not eve n cons ider 
it  necessary to tel l  the people why such a l arge n u mber of 
Pakistani  c i t i zens  arc being deprived of t h e i r  c i \' i c  r ights  
would seem to i nd i c ate that  those i n  pmver today h a\'e l os t  
t h e i r  former m uch-\ aunted re spect for c i v i l  l i bert i e s .  T o  s ay 
the least .  t h i s  i s  most  deplorab l e .  part i c u l a r l y  i n  the Punj ab .  
w he re befo re Part i t i on the res i stance o f  an a n t i - n a t i o n a l  
coal i t i o n w a s  bro k e n  b y  a c i v i l - d i sobed i e nce m o v e m e n t  
l aunched i n  the n a m e  of c i v i l  l i berti e s .  a n d  w here the M u s l i m  
League organ i sat ions i s  p ledged t o  t he repeal o f  a l l  Safety 
Laws.  E \ e n  if  the dominant gro u p  i n  t h i s  party has now 
res i led from i t s  ear l i e r  uncond i t ional  oppos i t i o n  to detent i o n  
w ithout  tr i a l .  t h e  recent  l arge-scale arrests are n o t  e \  en i n  
consonance w i t h  t h e  a m e n ded p o l i c y  e n u n c i ated b y  t h e  
Punjab M u s l i m  L e a g u e ·  s present l eaders. who haw dec l ared 
o n  m ore t h an one occasion that the S a fety  Act would be u sed 
o n l y  i n  t h e  most  e x tre me cases i n v o l v i ng the security of the 
S tate . That .  as ever before. the Safety A c t  i s  be i n g  u sed 
i nd i scri m in a te l y  aga i n st those who i nc u r  the E xecuti v e ·  s 

d i sapprobat ion or suspic ion i s  ob\ i o u s  from the l on g  l i s t  of 
persons \\ h o  have been m ade i t s  \ i c t i m s .  \Ve \\ hole-heartedly  
support the demand put forward b y  the C i v i l  L i bert ies U n i on 
some t i me ago. and recent ly  e ndorsed by t h i rtee n Karac h i  
organ i sa t i o n s  repre s e n t i n g  d i ffe rent  se c t i o n s  o f  pol i t i c a l  
opin ion.  t h at a l l  those a t  present detai ned u n der the S a fety 
Lm s shou l d  e i ther be tried i n  a court of l a\\ or be re leased 
i m medi ate l y .  
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22 !\fay 1 952 

Political Prisoners 

I t  is  the u sual practice in a democratic State that when its 
c i t i ze n s  are i ncarce rated for pol i t i cal  reasons they are g i ve n  
special  pri v i leges a n d  are n o t  subjected t o  the r i gours of 
ord i n ary j a i l l i fe .  The pro v i s ion o f  e x tra amen i t i e s  and 
faci l i t ies is al l  the more necessary i n  the case of those who 
have been depri ved of the i r  l i berty w i thout proper charge and 
w i t ho u t  a t r i a l  of any sort .  I t  is e x t r e m e l y  re grettab l e ,  
however, that the Governmen ts o f  Pak i stan ' s  Provi nces have 
not wholly abandoned the B ri t i sh  pol i cy of deny i n g  decent 
treatment to pol i t i cal pri soners and detc nus .  In the Punjab. 
despite a great deal of talk about the l i bera l i sation of detention 
rul e s .  con d i t i on s  st i l l  are far from sat isfactory . w h i l e  the 
s i t u at ion in other Provi nces i s  probably much worse. It  was 
reported in this newspaper yesterday. on the test i mony of a 
rel at ive who i nterv i ewed h i m  recent ly .  that M i rza Mohammad 
I br ah i m ,  the country " s  lead i n g  trade u n i o n  l eader. i s  be ing 
kept  i n  confi ne me nt u nder the most  w retched condit ions.  I f  
the facts re lated are tru e .  the scandalous state o f  affa i rs cal l s  
for i m mediate i n vest igat ion a n d  early redressal  o f  M i rza 
S a h i b ·  s j u st gr ievance s .  It  i s  a l so known that other pol i t i ca l  
deten u s  h a v e  rece ntly been subj ected to so l itary confi nement,  
which is norma l l y  a form of punish ment usual l y  reserved for 
offences com mitted i n  j a i l . W e  urge the Pol it ica l  Pri soners' 
Aid S ociety and t he C i v i l  L i bert ies  U n ion to take up the 
cudgels  o n  beh a l f  of the persons who are rott i ng in prisons 
for an unknown cr ime.  

The l east that the Government can do i s  to grant a l l  
pol i t i c a l  detenus decent l i v i ng condi t ions .  They should be 
kept in the better c l ass of j ai l s, and. whenever poss ib le ,  i n  or 
near the ir  home-tow n s .  The pract ice of sending poli t i cal  
pr isoners to d i stant j a i l s  or  p l aces c l i matica l l y  u nheal thy 
should be stopped. Further. the  he lp less  dependents of  dete nus 
should be g i ven adequate mai ntenance a l lowances, so that 
p u n i shment for the un proved sins of the parents is  not v i s i ted 
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upon t h e i r  i n noce n t  c h i ldre n .  In ten i e \\ s w i t h  re l at i o n s  and.  
part i c u l ar ly  where dete n u s  have no re l at ions  i n  Pakistan,  w i t h  
fri e n ds s h o u l d  h e  a l l owed l i beral l y .  They s h o u l d  a l s o  be 
perm itted to obta i n  hooks and n e \\ spapeh of t he i r  o w n  
choice .  N one of these or other s i m i l ar demand s .  \v h ich  have 
repeatedly  been brought  to Gove rn ment ' s notice by or  on 
behalf  of the dete n u s .  can he regarded as u nreasonab l e .  I n  
fact .  i t  i s  reported that s o  Ille o f  them h a \  e a l ready heen 
conceded. h u t  the i r  i lll p lcmentat ion i s  being he ld  up hy the 
adm i n i strat i o n ·  s c u sto lllary ineffi c i e ncy and red-tap i s rn .  The 
lll atter is  of suffi c i e n t  i m portance for the Chief M i n i ster  to 
take a personal i n terest in the quest i o n .  The demands that 
have been accepted should be i mp l e mented w i t hout furt her 
de lay and the other poi n t s  should be reco n s i de red i n  a s p i ri t  
worthy of a Government pledged to safegu ard the r ights  o f  
our c i t i z e n s .  

2-1 :\larch 1 955 

The Safety Act 

The Punj a b  Gove rn ment  h ave deci ded t hat w herever act ion 
under the Publ ic  S afety Act  is  conte m p l ated against anyone 
fo r h a \ i n g  m ad e  a p u b l i c  s p e e c h  t h a t is  c o n s i d e re d  
object ionable.  a n d  t h e  accused person contests t h e  vers i o n  of 
h i s  speech reproduced by the C I D .  he · w i l l  be c a l l ed upon to 
go to the p l ace ( \\ here he lllade the ori g i nal  speec h )  and 
m ake a s t a t e m e n t  d e n y i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  m ade b y  t h e  
G o v e rn m e n t ' .  I n  t h e  e \' e n t  o f  h i s  c o mp l y i n g  w i t h t h e  
Gm ernme n t ' s  request  t o  publ ic ly  co ntradict  t he C I D  report 

of h i s  speech.  no act ion would be taken against  the speaker 
u nder the P ub l i c  Safety Act. The Punj ab C h i e f  M i n ister m ade 
t h i s  annou ncement in the Leg i s l at i ve Assembly recent l y .  after 
acce pt ing the i mpl icat ion of a supplementary 4uest ion that 
the report s of publ i c  speeches prepared by the C I D  \Vere not 
a h\ ays c orrec t .  '.\ l a l i k  F i rn z  Khan '.\l oo n  i s  u ndoubtedly 
mot irnted b:- the best o f  i n tent ion s  in  making such a novel  
conce ss ion to the woul d-be \ ic t ims of the S akry A c t ;  but  i t  



would appear that he ha�  not pondered over the pract ical  
d i ffi c u l t ies that are l ik e l y  to ari se if  the procedure suggested 
by him i s  adopted.  

... 

I n  the fi rst place . it w i l l  g i v e  the C I D  a new handle to 
harass pol i t ica l  workers :  on the bas i s  of a concocted report 
the C I D  w i l l  be in a posi t ion  to ask any publ ic  speaker to 
rev i s it the scene of h i s  oratorical performance and pub l i c l y  
contradict w hat he i s  su pposed t o  have said accord i n g  t o  the 
Pol ice diar ies .  There i..,.  of course. n o  Lm in e x i stence under 
w h i c h  the person accu sed or hav i n g  made an objectionable 
speech could be forced to do so. I n  any case. his  refusal to 
a c c e p t t h i s  i n fo r m a l  a rr a n g e m e n t-becau se i t  i s  b o t h  
i nconvenient and u ndi g n i fi ed-w i l l  automatical l y  b e  accepted 
as p roof. or even as an admiss ion  by h i m .  o f  h i s  g u i l t .  
fol lowed by h i s  dete nt ion o r  prosec ut ion under t h e  Safety 
Act. I t  also needs to be borne i n  m i n d  that i t  would. for 
o b \ i o u s  r e a s o n s .  he c o 111 p l e t e l y  i 1 11 p o s s i b l e  fo r t h e  
Government o r  the pu b l i c  speaker concerned t o  summon the 
same or any aud i e nce to hear his  retract ion.  and that the 
contradiction made i n  the presence of one or two C I D  offic ia ls  
i s  hard l y  l i ke l y  to  -,en e the purpose which the Government 
seem to have in m i nd .  A nd .  l ast ly.  even if somehow a l l  these 
i n su pe rab l e  d i fficu l t i e s  c o u l d  be overc o m e .  to work the 
scheme out l i ned by the Ch i e f  M i n i ster i t  would probabl y  be 
necessary to set up a new branch of the Pol i ce-which may 
be cal l ed the Department  of Contradict ions-to cope with  
the crop o f  c ases of t h i s  nature that  are l i k e l y  to  occur i n  
d i ffere nt  parts o r  the Provi nce .  

A proper study of the problem -,hould con v i nce the Punjab 
Govern ment  that .  as t h i s  so-cal led l aw now stands, i t  is  more 
or l e s s  i mpossible to m i t i gate the severity of the Publ ic  Safet y  
A c t  or t o  e l i m i nate t h e  poss i b i l i ty of g ross i nj ust ice i n  i ts  
operation. I f  the Government are i nterested i n  safeguard i n g  
t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  c i t i ze n  a g a i n s t  t h e  E x e c u t i ve ' s  h i g h 
h an dedness .  t h e  o n l y  rea l  solut ion l ies  i n  i ts  total repeal .  A s  
has often been pointed out.  t h e  ord inary law of the land i s  
s u ffi c i e n t l y  c o m p re h e n s i ve to d e a l  w i th o bj ec t i o n a b l e  
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s peeches or any other offe nces \\ h i c h  come u nder the purview 

o f  the  Safety Act . The main p urpose sern:d hy t h i s  u n savoury 

p i ece o f  l eg i s l at io n i s  tu den :- t h e  accused person adequate 
fac i l i t i e s  to defend h i m s e l f  and t o  ma ke h i s  arr e s t  a n d  
deten t i on poss i b l e  \\ i th o u t  proper  proof of h i s  gu i l t . I f  i t  i s  

i n tended t h at t h e  S afet v  A c t  should  h e  s o  ame nded . a n d  t h e 
met hod of i t s  app l i L· at i on so c h an ged . as to g u ar;mtee cl ue 
respect for  the e l e rne nt ar; pri nc i p l e  o f  l a\\ t h at a per..,on i s  
pre � umed to he i n nuL·ent  unless  he i s  pnn cd g u i l t ) . the  o n ! )  
\Vay t o  ach ie \ e th i s  de s i rahle  e nd i s  t o  remove t h e  o ffe n d i n g  

A c t  fro m  t h e  s t a t u t e  ho o k .  O n ! )  t h lh L· a n  t he P u nj ah 
G m·ern111ent com i nce the  peop le t hat i t  i s  genuinely i ntere -, tcd 
in safeg u ar d i n g  t he i r c i \  ii l i he rt i e s  and s a\ i n g  i n no c e n t  

pe rs�rns from he i n g  harassed by the e\ecu t i ve  aut hori t ies .  

1 9  September 1 955 

Ghaffar Khan's Arrest 

K h a n  Abdu l Cl h a tlar K h an · s  arre st u nckr the B a l u c h i s t an 
P u b l i c  S a fety R e g u l a t i o n .  for defiance of t h e  ban un h i s  e n t ry 
i nto the Prm i nce i 111posed by the loca l authmit ies .  presumabl)  

\V i t h  the appro rn l  of t h e  Cent ral  Go\ ern111 c 11 t .  \\ i l l  general ly  
he re gretted . This  u nex pec ted de\ l' i , ip rnL' I l t  i s  a l l  thL' mnrc' 

deplorable because the Red S h i rt k<tder h� ts  a l re;td) s pl'. nt  : t  
l o n g  pl'.r i od i n  j a i l  u n d e r  t h e  ub rnl \ i ou s Fro n t i e r  C r i m e s  

R e g u l a t i o n  a n d .  l ater. as  a deten u .  After h i s  re lease from 
pr i son . for e i g h teen 111 011 t h "'  he \\ as  confi ned to the P u nj ab.  
and i t  i s  o n l y  a fe\\ mon t h s ago t hat h e  \\ as perm i t ted t o  
re t u rn  t o  h i s  o \\'11 Pro,· i n cc a;.. a fr e e  L' i t i /.C l l . Accord i n g  to a 

.spokes man of t h e  Bal u c h i stan ad m i n i..,trat ion.  :'\ h d u l  G h affar 
K h a n . apart fn im an earl  i l'. r  i n forrnal  \\ arn i n g .  had hee11 ,en ed 
\\ i t h  an order ask i ng h i m  no\ to  e n ter B a l u L· h i � t a n .  a n d  t h at 
he h ad h<:'en a rrested for \ iuLt t i o n  of t h at urder " h i l· l1 \\ as a 
· cogn i..,ab le  offence · .  Howe \ e r. ne i t her the local  a u t ! 1 tn i t ie� 
nor  t h e  Ce n tral GO\ e rn rn e n t  h a \ e dei gned t o  d i s c ln:--e \\ i l )  i t  
\\ a s c o 1h i ck r e d  n e c e .., , a r: t o  bar h i m  frn !11 \ i s i t i n g 
B a l u ch i ..,tan .  I t  i s  �m ac,:e ptcd pri n c i p le of democracy that  
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before a c 1 t uen · s  l i berty i s  restr icted.  there m u st be sound 
reasons fo r doi n g  so. and any such act ion taken must conform 
to the due process of la\V . The fact that a variety of S afety 
Laws. g i v i n g arb i t rary powers to A uthori t y .  st i l l  d i s fi gure the 
statute boob, of Paki stan · s var ious u n i ts does not abso l ve the 
Government of a l l  respon s i b i l i ty i n  th is  regard . Even the use 
of these l awless  l aws is .  on rat ional i n terpretat ion.  l i m i ted to 
the purposes for w h i c h  osten s i b l y  t hey have been dev i sed. 
Thus the v ery least that is e x pected o l  the Gm ernment is that 
before recourse to such repre s s i ve measures i t  shou ld show 
to the sat i s fact ion of the people that  the act ion taken i s  
mot i vated hy the demands o f  pub l i c  i nterest  or safety.  

In the absence of any author i tat i ve explanat ion.  i t  seems 
safe to ass u me that the Red S h i rt leader ' s campai gn aga i n s t  
t h e  One- U n i t plan prm i des the only  c a u s e  for the dec is ion  to 
keep h i m  out or Bal u c h i stan .  If t h i s  assumpt ion i s  correct .  
n o t  o n l y  \\ U u l d  t he e m p l oy m e n t  o f  t h e  Pu b l i c  S afe t y  
Regu l at ion appear tu be 1110/a fide, but .  q u i t e  obviou s l y .  the 
Governme n t ' s  dec i s ion i s  both u n w i se and unde mocrat i c .  
W i th t h e  One - U n i t  B i l l  s t i l l  under debate i n  the Const i tuent 
Assembly.  any at t e mpt to gag pub l i c  d i scuss ion of the i ssues 
i n v o l v ed i s  i l l - ad v i s e d  and r e p r e h e n s i b l e .  The use of 
re press ive l aws to smother crit i c i s m  of any const i tut i onal 
measure be trays a retmal to understand t he s i mp l e  fact that 
the Const i tu t ion m u st be based on the w i l l i ng acceptance of 
a l l  sect ions  of the peopl e .  and that any atte mpt to foi s t  a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s tru c t u re on t h e  c o u n t ry w i t h o u t  ge n e ra l  
approval i s  an open i n v i tat ion t o  pol i t ical  c haos . Further, the 
u-.e of such methods to prot ect the One- U n i t  B i l l  demo l i shes 
the claim that a m ajori ty o f  the people in every unit  of West 
Pak i stan is  in  i ts  farnur. and i t  fal s i fi e s  the p ledge that i ts  
passage w i l l  usher i n  an era o r  unfe t tered democracy i n  which 

the r ights  o f  the peop l e .  and part icu l ar ly t hose of the smal l e r  
u n i t s .  w i l l  be fu l l y  safeguarded .  I n  fact ,  such act ion can o n l y  
i ntens ify p u b l i c  fears a n d  suspic ions.  make more d i ffi c u l t  the 
ach i e vement  of agree ment amon g  the people of the d i ffere n t  
regions, and provide a h a n d l e  to unfr i endly forei g n  cri t i c s .  
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Const i t u t i on - m a k i n g  i n  Paki sta n ha" a l ready bee n marred by 

the part i san out look of the m a i n  groups in the Const i tuent  

A ssem b l y .  The i m p o ,, i t i o n  of bans and re stric t ion"  on pol i tical  

w orker.s can only \\ orsc n the  s i tu a t i on by i n cr e as i n g  t h e  

e x i st i n g  confLh i o n  and h e i g h te n i n g  the  confl i c h  between 

d i fferent sect ions  o f  our peop l e .  

Th i "  d o e "  n o t  111e a n .  hm\ e \ e r. that \\ e agree \\ hol l y  w i t h  

Khan A b d u l  G h a tlar K h an · s  v i ews on the s u bj ect o f  t he 

Const i t u t i o n  or that  \\ e con,, ider  h i -.. act of defy i n g  the b ar. 

howe\'er  u n j u -.t it may he. as a pol i t ica l l y  correct 111o w .  

N e \·ert h e l e s s .  we fee l  .., tro n g l )  t h at re pre s .., i \  e act i on agai n st 

h i m  has n o  j u st ificat ion and that  every democrat.  i nc l u d i ng 

t hose w h o  arc his i ll \  eterate oppone nts .  should s upport the 

plea for accord i n g  h i m  fu l l  freedom to p ro p agate his  \ i e w s .  

I n  a de 111ocrat i c  S ta k  i t  i s  on!)  t h r o u g h  t h e  u n i n h i bi ted c l ash 

of \ i ews t h at a \ i g i l ant p u b l i c  opi n i o n can he h u i l t  up and a 

.s\ n thes i -.. of the \ ari o u -. -. u l u t ions  o ffered for o ur n at i o n a l  

p ro b l e m s  ac h i e v e d  a 111 i c a b l y  a n d  t h ro u g h  c o n st i t u t i o n a l  

met hod.s .  B) deal i ng \\ i t h  pol i t i ct l  oppon c n h  on what might 

be cal led t he ad m i n i -. tra t i \ e l c w l .  rat her  than o n  t he pol i t ic a l  

p l ane. those i n  PO\\C r do not prm ide an:- r e a l  a1b\\ er  to t h e  

p roblems fac i ng t h e  country and can succeed o n l )  i n  creat i ng 

further  b i t terness and t e n s i o n  . . .  

8 .J une 1 956 

Safety Laws 

The l atest M i n i ster ia l  pronouncement i n  the matter of repea l  
o f  t h e  S a fe t )  Lt\\ " h a ..,  rnud i fied t h e  C h i e f  \1 i n i stc 1  .

. 
s or i g i n a l  

pro m i se so drast i c a l l y  t h a t  the rea-.ons for \v h i c h  i t  w a s  

g reeted \\' i t h  general  appl aLhe are n o t  l i k e  1 :- t o  s un i \ e t h e  

modifi c at i o n .  I t  \v i i i  he reL·a l led  that about a fort n i ght a g o  D r  

Khan S a h i b  pro m i se d  t h a t  a re peal i n g  B i l l  \\ O u l d  be 1ml \ ed 

duri ng t h e  B udget sess ion of the Prm i nc i a l  L cg i , J .1 ture to 

re1rn1 \ e the  S a fety Lt\\ -; from the -.; tatutc boo!-: :  he lu rther 

decl ared t h at hi-.  G m  ern rnent  \\ anted to � u rrend._ ;· the power 

o r  orde ri n g  the arrest  and dete n t i o n  of am c i t i 7en w i thuut  
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tria l .  However, even before the plaudits of those who want to 
see democracy estab l ished in Pakistan had died down, the 
Provinc ial Government seems to have had second thoughts 
on the subject ,  and it was reported on the strength of advice 
from persons close to the Ministry that, as has happened 
again and again in this country. the promise of fu l l  restoration 
of c iv i l  l iberties was not l i kely to be honoured. Instead. it 
was said that changes l im i ted in scope would be introduced 
in the relevant l aws through a Governor' s Ordi nance after the 
session of the Assembly had been adjourned. As we pointed 
out a few days ago, nei ther the change of procedure nor the 
change in the Government ' s  intentions can meet wi th popular 
approval . It was c learly necessary that a measure as important 
as the B i l l  to repeal the Safety Laws should have been 
discussed by the Legis lature, and the Press and the people 
given the opportunity to express their views on the subject .  
That this has not been al lowed to happen i s  bad enough. 
What i s  i nfin i tely worse is that the purpose of the proposed 
amendment has been narrowed down considerably.  

Dr Khan Sahib· s original announcement was i nterpreted 
l iberal ly,  and it was expected that not only wou ld the various 
Safety Acts be abrogated but that s teps would be taken to do 
away with the offending part of every other law, whether 
Prov inc ial or Centra l ,  which makes prevent ive detent ion 
possible. Th is i s  not to happen.  The ti mid posit ion taken by 
the Law M in i ster on the last day of the West Paki stan 
Assembly ' s  Budget session was that before the end of this 
month an Ordinance would repeal only those sect ions of the 
Provincial Safety Acts which permit preventive detention. 
Th i s  apparentl y means that the other parts of some of these 
vicious laws, for example those al lowing arbitrary action 
against the Press ,  or permitting arrest and search without 
warrant. or sanct ioning a jud ic ia l  process that does not 
conform to the requirements of a fai r  trial , wil l remain in 
force. That i s  not all .  Mr Pirzada Abdus Sattar· s statement 
also made i t  perfectly plain that the Government has no 
intention of moving a s ingle step in the direction of restoring 
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c i v i l  l i be rt ies  beyond amendi n g  the re levant Pro v in c i al S afet y  
Acts i n  respect of p reventive detent ion.  T h e  F rontier Cri mes 
Regulat ions are to remai n i n  force : the B e ngal Regul at i o n  of 
1 8 1 8  w i l l  s t i l l  be with u s :  t he Central  Security Act w i l l  
cont inue t o  b e  av ai lable for use b y  the Provi nc i a l  authori t ies ;  
and i t  i s  not  i ntended to  amend the  ordinary c r i m i n a l  law or 
such measures as  the Goonda Act to e l i mi nate the pos s i b i l i ty 
of thei r  m i s use for pol i t i c al purposes .  It i s  most regrettabl e  
that the dec l arat ion which had heartened the peopl e  w ith the 
hope that it  was genuinely i ntended by the p resent M i n i stry 
to estab l i sh i n  thi s  Pro v i nce the u ntramme lled rule  of J aw has 
been abandoned so readi ly .  I t  is  not defi ni t e l y  known whether 
the retract ion has been the re sult  of pressure from the Central 
G o v e r n m e n t  or  o f  a d i ffe re n c e  o f  op i n i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  
Pro v i nc ia l  rul i ng part y .  o r  whether t h e  baneful propaganda o f  
t h e  M u s l i m  League h a d  i t s  effect.  B u t .  whatever i t s  cause.  D r  
K h a n  Sah i b ' s p rec i p itate retreat can not h e l p  t o  i mprove the 
stature of h i s  Party or brighten the prospects o f  g e n u i n e  
democracy bei n g  estab l ished i n  th i s country after a General 
Election held in fu l l  freedom-and not u nder the ugly shadow 
of a host of l awless  l aws whose contin uance s hames us before 
the world .  

V. GHOSTS OF YESTERDAY 

6 December 1 949 

Ghosts of Yesterday 

The Gm ernor-General of Paki stan has recently been p leased to 
grant an i ntervie\v to M a l i k  Sir K hizar Hayat Tiwana. It i s  not 
knmrn \\ hy the Head of the State was persuaded to receive the 
person most hated by the people of Pakistan. nor do we know 
what was discussed between the Quaid-i-Azam · s successor and 
the agent of those who sought to thwart the Quai d " s  m i ssion of 
securing an i ndependent  State for our people. We would l ike to 
bel iew that the meeti n g  had no beari ng on any matter of public 
concern. but i f  K hwaj a  N azimuddin and K h izar H ayat Tiwana 
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had met merely on the basis of past acquaintanceship to converse 
on the weather or shikar, why was the Court Circular of Paki stan 
blackened with a name that is synonymous with wilful national 
betrayal ? Even if some measure of personal friendship had ever 
exi sted between the two, we have no doubt that Khwaja  
Nazimuddin, who has direct knowledge of  the role played by 
Khizar Hayat, would forego the doubtful pleasure of renewing i t  
in order to respect the sentiments of Pakistan ' s  people. Maybe 
the interview was officially arranged, in which case the people 
of Pakistan, and especial ly of the West Punjab. have a right to 
ask the Central Government why a man who dare not show his 
face in the streets of Lahore. and who is compelled to remain 
incognito while travel ! ing anywhere in Pakistan, should have 
been honoured in this way? On the other hand, if the interview 
was allowed on Tiwana · s request. what has he to say to the 
Governor-General either on his own behalf or on behalf of his 
foreign masters? Again. if  the meeting was arranged by the 
increasing number of his friends at the Centre. what was their 
particular object? Did they want him to give technical advice 
with regard to the working of the Safety Acts and Ordinances'? 

Those who may seek to minimise this i ssue should real ise 
that interv iews by the Head of the S tate have a spec ia l  
significance which cannot be ignored. Just  as a Quisl ing or a 
John Amery could never have been admitted to the palaces of 
their respective kings. we feel strongly that the doors of the 
Karachi Government House should never be darkened by the 
figure of a Khizar H ayat. It is not our intention to discuss 
disrespectfully any action of the Head of the S tate. But the 
Governor-General i s  a symbol of the present Government and. 
therefore, his smallest action is rightly assumed to express official 
policy. It is against this new trend in the Central Government' s  
policies o f  making al l iances with elements despised by our 
people that we wish to raise our voice. By himsel f. Khizar Hayat 
deserves to be completely ignored and his name would find 
prominence in  our columns only if he were tried by a national 
tribunal for his many crimes against the people. But he too is a 
symbol--of slavery to foreign interests. of gross betrayal and of 
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deliberate help to forces that even today are working against  our 
country. I n  i tself n en the grant of an i nten icv-: has a l i m i ted 
i mportance. but there arc other i ndicat ions a lso to show that the 
Uni onists and their  i l k  are bei ng patronised by those i n  power. 

This  pol icy  of j o i n i ng hands w i t h  known traitors m u s t  be 
res i sted. for i n  the long run it can only work as a wedge 
between the nat ional leadership and the people .  We are not 
u n m i ndful of the v i rt ues of forgiveness .  and we wou l d  not 
object to our national leadersh i p ' s  a l l i ance w i t h  any sect ion  
o f  P a k i s t a n i s  who \\ ere hone'>t  in  t h e i r  p a s t  po l i t i c a l  
d i fferences w i t h  t h e  overwhe l m i ng m ajority of o u r  people,  
and who were now s i ncerely prepared to \\ ork for p u b l i c  
good : b u t  t h e  l i n e  m u s t  h e  dra\\ n w h e n  p e rson s  w h o  
know i n g l y  worked a s  enemy agents  try t o  re-enter the fol d  o f  
pol i t ics  by the hack door. The T i w anas are re a l l y  n o  longer a 
danger. no matter how much the ir  fai thfu l  friends may try to 
he lp  them.  The men w ho tr ied to stab us i n  the back at a t i me 
of the g re atest danger \\ i l l  nc\ er be regarded by the people 
w i t h  anyt h i ng but  w e l l -deserved h atred. The danger i s  not 
that any of them \\· i l l  ri se to pos i t ions  of i n fl uence among the 
peop le .  but that they w i l l  d rag the present national l eadership 
down to the depth s  of the ir  own degradation . . .  

The Central  leaders h i p  should go to the peop l e  w i th the 
ful l  confide nce that they w i l l  s upport every pol icy formu lated 
to fu rt h e r  t h e i r  w e l fare and strengthen the country .  The 
present period of nat ional  reconstruct ion requ ires as m uc h  
enthusiast ic  pub l i c  co-operati o n  as w a s  necessary t o  ach ieve 
the r ight  t o  estab l i sh a S tate of our own . . .  In  th is  task,  these 
ghosts  of ye sterday have n o  p l ace. and any attem pt to m ake 
them join the  rank s  of those who seek to lead u s  in  the batt les  
of today and tomorrow wi l l  on ly  cause confus ion and chaos. 

1 5  April 1 954 

Zafrulla Must Go 

The ... er ious mm e i n s i de the M u s l i m  League Assembly Party 
for a \ ote of no-confidence against Chaudhri  Zafru l l a  Khan,  
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one o f  the most unpop u l ar and least repre sentati ve members 
of the Central Government,  is pri marily a reflect ion of t he 
country-wide demand for h i s  i m mediate removal from office .  
I t  i s  poss ib le ,  even l i kely.  t hat some of the spon sors of t h i s  

move are moti vated by t h e  desi re to create a vacancy i n  t h e  
Cabi net w h i c h  o n e  of them m a y  b e  asked to fi l l .  I t  might  
even be true,  as  a l ocal  conte mporary w i th a spec ial i nterest 
in the Forei gn M i n i ster' s survi val has al leged, t hat some of 
them are out  to gain  ' c heap popular i ty '  by bri nging about h i s  
downfall .  B e  that a s  i t  may, the latter c harge only lends further 
weight to the fact that an overwhelming m ajority of those i n  
t h i s  country w h o  t h i n k  about such m atters i s  wholeheartedly 
in favour o f  Chaudhri S ah i b ' s  removal from an office which  
he has  he ld for so long with  such l i tt l e  dist i nct ion.  M an y  of 
o u r  peop l e  are. of course. opposed to the Foreign M i n ister 
mai n l y  because of his active me mbers h i p  of a certain sec t ;  
but  e v e n  i f  it  i s  accepted by Paki stan ' s  rulers that a perso n ·  s 
rel ig ious  fai t h  should not  bar h i s  r ise to pol i t i cal office,  i n  
Chaudhri  Zafr u l l a  K h an ' s  case there are a host  o f  other 
reasons for accepting t he popu lar demand t hat he should be 
compel l ed to rel i nq u i s h  the posit ion he occupies .  

I n  the fi rst p lace, in  a democrati c  set-up such w idespread 
pub l ic c lamour for a M i ni ster' s removal i s  in i tself suffic ient  
j u st i fi c a t i o n  for h i s  r e s i g n at i o n  o r  d i s m i s sal . I n  normal  
c i rc u m stances ,  any i n c u m bent of a publ ic  office who has 
some respect for p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  o r  is  endowed with a 
m o d i c u m  of s e l f-respect,  w o u l d  have bowed before the 
peopl e ' s u nambiguous demand.  In  fact, i t  i s  w i de l y  bel i eved 
t hat in l u c i d  moments the Foreign M i n i ster has e xpressed h i s  
i ntent ion t o  res ign,  b u t  t h e  head o f  h i s  community w i l l  not 
al low him to q u i t  an office of such i m portance. I t  i s  not 
diffi cult  to understand why Chaudhri Zafru l la  K han has been 

u nable to e voke any s upport among the peopl e .  H i s  past is a 
sordid story of l oyal service to a foreign reg i me, which for 
good and s u ffi c i en t  reas o n s  i mp o s e d  a s p e c i a l  t r u s t  i n  
Chaudhri Zafrul l a  K h a n  and h i s  communi ty .  H e  i s  one of 
t hose career pol it ic ians  who not only stood aloof from the 
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I nd i an M us l i m s ·  strugg l e  for Paki stan but were not even 
i nterested in the country ' s  freedom from the B r i t i s h .  S i nce 
Part i tion.  as Paki stan ' s  Foreign M i n i ster. C haudhri Zafru l l a  
Khan h as been a g l or ified fai lure.  H i s  predi l ection for the 
Anglo-American b loc has prevented Pak i stan attai n i ng the 
posi tion to w h ich she was ent i t led among the countr ies of 
Asia and A frica:  mai n l y  for this reason.  e \  ery mo\ e i ni t i ated 
by h i m  has fi zzled out a l most be fore its p lan was final i sed: 
and. despite .  or because of. his d i p l omacy through m arathon 
speeches.  the Fore i g n  �1 i n i stry · s  record i s  b arre n of a n y  
s i g n i fi c a n t  achievement .  Notw i thstanding t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
collecti Ye Cabi net respons i b i l i t y .  Chaudhri Zafrul l a  Khan . as 
the author and i n stru ment of a weak and i neffect i \ e fore i g n  
pol icy.  c an not be al lowed to u s e  the acqu i e scence of h is  
col l eagues as an al  i h i . 

Those who arc try ing to bol ster up Ch audhri Zafru l l a  
Khan.  whether o n  sectarian g rounds o r  for factional mot i v e s .  
are faced w i t h  a v irtual l y  i mpossible  t a s k .  Mere repet i t ion of 
the Fore i g n  M i n i ster" s appra isal  of his own abi l i ty can not 
rea l l y  help h i s  cause :  nor can any sane person accept the 
theory-formulated by a local contemporary-which i m p l ies  
that the Fore ign '.\1 i n i ster i s  the only honest m an i n  Paki stan.  
The same source has put  forward the pathe t i c  p lea that the 
mere fact that C haudhri Zafru l l a  repre sents no one hut h i m se l f  
should h e  i g nored because. t h e  new spaper asks.  · who e lse  
does'?"  This  damn i n g  adm i ssion by the  Fore i g n  M i ni ster " s 
m o s t  rabi d  s upporters  shou l d  s p u r  t h e  M u s l i m  L e a g u e  
Assembly Party t o  cast off a l l  i t s  deadweight-start i n g  w i t h  
the Foreign M i n i ster. A n ot he r. somewhat subtler,  attempt t o  

keep Chaudhri  Zafru l l a  Khan i n  h i s  present office h a s  been 
made by holding out the " threat " that in the event of h i s  
removal from t h e  Cabi net h e  may h e  made t h e  C h i e f  Just ice 
o f  t h e  F e d e ra l  C o u r t  o f  P a k i s t a n . T h i s  i s  the o n l y  
i nterpretat ion possi b l e  of the re l e \  ant piece of jou rnali st i c  
sop h i stry . because. sure l y .  t h e  h ighest j udicia l  post i n  the 
l and can not poss i b l y  he offered to a gent le man who is the 
s ubj ect of a country-w i de controversy . and w h o  i s- w e  
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hope-being removed from the Government because of the 
s imple and incontrovertible fact that the vast majority of the 
people have no confidence in him. It is unthinkable that such 
a proposal should  have been even serious ly considered, 
particularly when the h ighest rungs of the country ' s  j udiciary 
can provide men of far greater cal ibre and legal acumen, and 
when the harmful consequences of pol it ical i s ing j udicial  posts 
are well known . If  Chaudri Zafrul l a  Khan must be found a 
job, let  i t  be something l i ke the membership of the Hague 
Court where he cannot meddle wi th Pak i stan ' s affairs. As far 
as the Fore ign M in istership is concerned. the best service he 
can now do to Pakistan ' s  foreign rel at ions i s  to submit h is  
res ignation ; and if  he i s  i nhib i ted from doing so by personal 
d i s incl ination to give up the post or for other reasons, let h im  
be  to ld  in  unmi stakable terms by  h i s  party that he i s  no  longer 
wanted, that he must go.  

9 October 1 954 

Zaf rulla Goes 

Chaudhri Zafrul l a  Khan ' s  election to the International Court 
of Justice w i l l  general ly be welcomed, not only because i t  
gives Pak istan a seat o n  the world ' s highest j udic ial tribunal ,  
but also because i t  means that he wi l l  now be leaving the 
Foreign Office.  Apart from those who objected to Chaudhri 
Zafrul l a  Khan ' s  continuance in  his present office on rel ig ious 
grounds, i t  was widely fel t  in the country that h i s  lack of 
representative status, the i nept manner in  which he has 
functioned as Foreign M inister, and his  ingrained devotion to 
the cause of the West, disqualified him for the onerous task 
of acting as Pakistan ' s  offic ia l  representative in her dealings 
w i th the rest  of the world .  W hile we wou l d  l i ke to hope that 

the new Foreign Min ister w i l l  be someone who is in every 
way better sui ted to fi l l  this i mportant post, i t  is even more 
i mportant that the policy of which Chaudhri Zafrul la  Khan 
was the chief archi tect shoul d  be submitted to a thorough 
scrut iny.  Whatever sati sfact ion Chaudhri Zafrul l a  Khan ' s  
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departure from the Cabinet may bring. the change at the 
Fore ign Office wi l l  haYe l i tt le effect unless i t  i s  fol lowed by 
a proper apprai sal and rev i s ion of our fore ign policy and the 
manner of i ts  implementation by our diplomats .  We suggest. 
therefore. with al l  possible emphas is .  that the people and 
Parl i ament should g ive due attent ion to the quest ion of 
Pak i stan ' s  fore ign re lations and compel the Gm ernment to 
submi t  al l  major  i ssues to democratic d i scuss ion before 
embarking on any new ventures that are l ikely to influence 
the future of our country for many generat ions .  

23 August 1 958 

On Unionism 

Mr Muzaffar Al i  Q izi lbash ' s  pride in his U nionist past i s  not 
l i ke ly to i ncrease the nu mber of h i s  adm i rers .  for h i s  
declaration w i l l  remind people of  the crucial t ime when the 
U n ion is ts  p1-c \ ented the formation of a Mus l im League 
Min istry in the Punj ab-something which might have made 
the trans i t ion to Pakistan smoother and less painfu l .  

However. the  more d i scern ing observers w i l l  read i ly  
accept h is  c l a im that the Unionis t  Party d id  not oppose the 
establ i shment of Pakistan. Let us remember that the Union i sts 
could only have seriously opposed or favoured Pakistan if 
they had seriously desired freedom for the sub-continent .  
S ince the Party ' s  roi.1011 d 'etre was perpetuation of the Bri t i sh 
raj. i t  i s  unfair  to accuse i t  of e ither supporting or opposing 
the estab l ishment of Pakistan. 

The Republ ican Party ' s  stand on One Un i t  also reminds 
one of the manner in  which the Un ionist Party used to fight 
e lec t ions .  Two or three U n ion i s ts  fought it out among 
themse lves  in  a const i tuency.  and then the wi nner was 
accepted as the r ightful party member who c learly deserved 
the party t icket. The Republ icans ·  stand on One U n i t  i s  
s imi lar. A lthough a s  with many of  i t s  l eaders. the party was 
created to sen e One l:ni t .  the i ssue is now left open and 
members are a lkm·ed to cam ass for and against One Un i t-
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depending on whether one or the other slogan i s  l ikely to 
bring them more votes .  

These matters are primaril y  of concern to the Republ ican 
Party i tself. What concerns the people much more is the spate 
of crit icism that has fol lowed the Chief Min ister ' s  recent tour 
of the Province. al leging that, as in the days of the Unionist 
Party, the admin istrati ve mach inery was i n  many places 
mob i l i sed ful ly  to make the Chief M in i s te r ' s  meet ings 
successfu l .  S ince i n  war and elections truth i s  often the first 
casualty, i t  is d ifficult to say how far these al legations are 
correct. But even i f  one tenth of the charges are true, the 
matter cal l s  for prompt remedial action. The practice of 
misusing offic ial authority for purely polit ical propaganda 
must be stopped if the General Election is to be fair .  

And, lastly, whi le on the subject of the Chief M inister's 
tour, we would  l ike to remind him that the Muslim League 
leaders have enthusiastically endorsed his proposal for a probe 
into i l legal ly acquired wealth, and that it is now his  duty to bring 
forward necessary legislation during the Assembly ' s  next session. 

VI. THE RAWALPINDI CONSPIRACY CASE 

I O  March 1 95 1  

Charge of Conspiracy 

The Prime Min i s ter of Pak i s tan has made a sensational 
d isclosure, alleging the existence of a deep-laid conspiracy to 
' create commotion in the country by violent means and, i n  
furtherance of  this purpose, to subvert the loyalty of  the defence 
forces ' .  Those who have been l i sted as ring-leaders of the 
conspiracy are two senior officers of the Pakistan Army, Major
General Akbar Khan and B ri gadier Lati f  Khan, the Editor of 

this newspaper, Mr Faiz Ahmad Faiz, and Begum Akbar Khan. 
The Prime Minister ' s statement wi l l  no doubt shock pub l ic 
opinion and the first reaction, anyhow, wi l l  be one of surprise 
amounting almost to incredulity, because among those said to 
be i nvolved are persons h i therto well known for their loyalty 
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and devotion to Pakistan. l t  is not easy to believe that these 
persons were the ringleaders of a conspiracy intended to destroy 
the i ntegrity of Pakistan or. in any other way. to help the 
enemies of our country. However, the charges. made by no 
less an authority than the Prime M inister of Pakistan. who i s  
also the Defence M inister. are of so  grave a nature that i f  they 
are proved true. no Pakistani would condone or extenuate the 
offence of the gui l ty persons. 

The two mi l i tary officers haw been detained u nder 
Regulation I I I  of 1 880 and the two c iv i l ians, presumably. 
under the Public Safety Ordinance. i nstead of being tried 
according to the ordinary law of the land. The two officers. i t  
seems. have also been summarily dismi ssed from service 
wi thout a Court Mart i al . Further. the Prime M in i ster ' s  
statement contains only a general charge. wi thout specifying 
the nature or the prec ise intent of the plot .  

Arrests for purely pol i tical motives or to overcome a 
polit ical crisis have not been unknown in this  country . I n  the 
present case. the al legations made are far more serious and 
the persons involved far more i mportant .  I t  is obviously 
necessary . therefore . that there shou ld  not be the s l ightest 
suspicion in the public mind about  the bona fides of the 
Government· s action. 

The country" s normal legal machinery ,  whe ther it be 
mi l i tary law or that which embraces the ordinary c i t izen. is 
sufficient ly comprehens ive to deal effect ively with those 
guil ty of having acted as enemies of the State. We put forward 
the demand for a proper trial not merely because i t  i s  the first 
principle of j ust ice that no person should be condemned 
\Vi thout being proved gui l ty and without bei ng g iven a fair 
chance to defend himself. but what is far more important. 
because a ful l  exposure of the plot would give a healthy fil l i p  
to public confidence and morale .  Further. i f  proved gui l ty i n  
a court of law, the country would unanimously support the 
imposition of any penalty on the gui l ty persons commensurate 
with the magnitude of their crime. I t  is meet to point out that 
in other free countries. trials of those accused of crimes 
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against the S tate are invariably held in open court and that 
this procedure helps to strengthen the foundations of the S tate. 

23 March 1951 

Conspiracy Case 

The Pakistan Prime Mini ster' s latest statement, in reply to a 
Parliamentary question. on what wi l l  probably go down in 
history as the Rawalpindi Conspiracy Case throws a l i t t le more 
l ight on a matter that has been the subject of a great deal of 

undesirable  speculation and rumour-mongering-in Pakistan 
as well as outside.  In contrast with the extremely vague charge 
of ' seeking to create commotion in the country ' made in h i s  
original announcement, Mr Liaquat Al i  Khan, giving a general 
idea of the case, stated that the two h igh-ranking Army officers 
had conspired to seize effective power after the removal of the 
existing authorit ies, both civi l ian and mi li tary, and that their 
intention was to set up a mi l it ary dictatorship. Further, it i s  
said that certain other civi l ians and Army officers are also 
involved, and that the accused had planned to enl ist  the support 
of 'Communist and revolutionary elements'  in order to set up 
a 'Government on the Communist model, but under mi l i tary 
domination· ,  for which purpose economic and Constitution
making missions were to be invi ted from abroad. 

The Prime Minister' s declaration that h i s  Government 
intends to bring the accused to trial wil l  be welcomed by every 
section of opinion i n  the country. I n  view of the grave nature of 
the charges and the high status of the persons accused of being 
the ring-leaders, i t  is necessary that the case should be put before 
the highest judicial tribunal in the land and heard in  open court. 
The interests of justice demand that the gui l t  of the accused 
should be ful ly estab l i shed before requi s i te punishment is meted 

out, while thorough exposure of their actions and i ntentions i s  
essential to  acquaint our people with all the facts so that public 
judgement can endorse the Government ' s  decision in  the matter. 
We hope, therefore, that a bureaucratic conception of what 
information should be withheld from the people in the name of 
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security wi l l  not operate and that a proper tr ia l  of those 
considered gui lty of planning to halt Pakistan· s progress towards 
democracy \vi l l  be held as soon as possible. Unt i l  Government i s  
in a posit ion to  give more facts. i t  would be best t o  treat the case 
as being sub judice and refrai n  from guesswork about the extent 
of the plot or the aims of those held to be the plotters. 

Every section of pol i tical opinion in Pakistan-from the 
Muslim League. on the Right. to the Communist Party-has 
expressed its strong disapprO\ al of res011 to mili taJ)' co1111s d 'etut 

for bringing about poli tical changes in the country. There can be 
no doubt that ewry serious-minded Pakistani wi l l  real ise that 
mi l itary dictatorships are the hallmark of react ion and that, as 
history bears witness. they cannot help any country · s  march 
towards genuine progress. Whatever the motive of those who 
are said to have been engaged in a con-.piracy for this purpose
whether it was oven-iding personal ambition or perve11ed pol itical 
concepts or an admixture of both-the country as a whole is 
rightly gratified at learning that such a plot did not succeed. The 
Pakistan Prime Minister can rest assured that. in-espective of the 
many differences that a l arge part of our people have with his 
party's pol icies. every responsible pol i tical group and every sane 
individual wi l l  unreservedly condemn any attempt to bypass 
democratic methods and introduce political changes through a 
mi l i tary dictatorship. and that the country wi l l  uphold the 
imposition of due punishment on those who are prm ed gui lty of 
any act ions, in pursuance of such a purpose. which might have 
had serious consequences for Pakistan and her people. 

1 5  Apri l  1 95 1  

Conspiracy Case Trial 

The official B i l l .  moved in the Pakistan Constituent Assembly 
on Friday. authorising the setting up of a Special Tribunal to try 
the persons who have been an-ested and detained in connection 
with the Rawalpindi Conspiracy Case. i s  l ikely to get a mixed 
reception. The fact that a proper trial i s  to be held and that the 
Tribunal will consist of three judges of the Federal or High 
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Courts of Pakistan wil l  general ly be welcomed b� the people. 
The denial of the right to release on bail can also be understood, 
but many wil l  question the wisdom of the other special changes 
in normal legal procedure envisaged by the B i l l .  First ly, the 
whole trial is to be held  in camera and-presumably, arising 
from this-without a j ury. The right of appeal or petition for 
revision has also been abrogated and only the Governor-General 
wil l  be able to review and mitigate the sentences imposed by the 
Tribunal. In most other matters. the procedure as laid down for a 
High Court wi l l  be fol lowed by the Tribunal, except for certain 
changes apparently intended to speed up the trial and the 
provision that the Tribunal can take cognizance of an offence 
committed by the accused even if it has not been l isted among 
the prosecution ' s  charges.  

We have already suggested in these columns that the best 
course for Government would be to hold an open trial , in 
accordance with ordinary legal procedure, and stated our reasons 
for holding this view. Parliamentary discussion on the measure 
may reveal why the procedural and other restrictions are 
considered necessary by the authorities. In any case we hope 
that , while discussing the B i l l ,  the Constituent Assembly wil l  
bear in mind that it is  not sufficient that j ustice should be done; 
that it should also appear to be done is of almost equal 
importance. An additional reason for holding a public trial is  
that the case has received a great deal of publ icity in  the world 
Press. It would, therefore, be in the country ' s  interest to place 
the real facts before the world in order to end the i l l - informed 
conjectures that are being publ ished as news, often wi th 
intentions that cannot be regarded as friendly. 

VII. THE LAST WORD 

8 April 1 959 

Civil  Service Re-organisation 

The demand put forward by the Provinc ial C iv i l  Service 
Association (Executive Branch) for the appointment of an 
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imparti a l  commission to examine the structure of the c iv i l  
administ ration in  Pakistan. and to recommend such changes 
as wou l d  make i t s  work ing more effic ient .  deserves ful l  
s upport . Year  a fter  year t h i s  As soc i a t i o n  has  drawn 
Authority ' s  attention to the fact that the di st inct ion between 
the different cadres of the c iv i l  servi ce i s  a hang-over from 
the Br i t i sh reg ime.  Specia l  pri v i leges and fac i l i t ies were then 
g iven to the sen ior c iv i l  serv ice because orig inal ly i t  was 
meant only for the Bri t i sh :  and the ru les and procedure.., 
devised in  those days were intended to keep the native c iv i l  
servants in  thei r  proper places .  Later on .  many Indians were 
admitted to the senior service:  and s i nce Part i t ion almost a l l  
the posts ha,·e been occupied by Paki stan i s .  The set-up has. 
however. been maintained intact. al though the change of 
personnel was i n  i tself of '-.uffic ient s ignificance to ju stify a 
survey of the admin istrat ive structure with a v iew to finding 
out \vhether two such \\ atert ight compartments are at a l l  
necessary. and how the serv ices should be re-organised. I t  is  
further said on behalf  of the PCS As.sociation that .  condit ions 
of recru itment having changed. many of i ts  members are 
better qual ified-qui te apart from their experience-than the 
young men who have recently entered the CSP.  and yet the 
former are treated as inferior beings and are den ied the 
opportunit ies that would be ava i lable to them if merit alone 
gu ided the se lec t ions  for h i gher posts .  W i th promot ion 
b locked on g rounds  other than those of su i tabi l i ty  or  
efficiency. i t  i s  natural that persons working in the jun ior 
cadre should feel di ssati sfied and frustrated .  

I n  t h e  p a s t .  the  PCS A s soc i a t i o n  h as asked for t h e  

provinc ia l i sat ion and immediate i ntegrat ion of the  c i v i l  
services o r  the reservation o f  twenty-five per cent vacancies 
in  the CSP for members of the PCS :  and in  making these 
demands they are supported by the condi t ions gO\ erning the 
recruitment and promot ion of c iv i l  servants in a large number 
of other countrie s .  HoweYer. they ha\ e now merely suggested 
that the whole posit ion shou ld be submitted to a careful 
s c ru t i ny  by an  i ndependent  commi s s i on-presumab ly .  
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meaning thereby a body that is not manned whol ly by persons 
belonging to the ICS or the CSP.  There can be no possible 
objection to th is  request even from those who bel ieve that the 
PCS Association ' s  case is not hal f  as strong as they would 
have the world bel ieve.  We would, therefore, strongly urge 
the Central Government to accept their suggestion and appoint 
s u c h  a c o m mi s s i o n-compr i s i n g  person s  w h o  have  
experience of the admi n istrat ion' s work ing and wi l l  no t  allow 
their recommendations to be influenced by preconceived ideas 
or prej udices-so that this long-standing grievance of an 
i mportant segment of the services can be dealt w i th speedi ly 
and sat isfactori ly .  

Th is was Ma-;.har  A li Khan 's last editorial 1 1 1  The 
Pakistan Times 
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I .  EAST BENGAL 

12 November 1949 

East Bengal 

I t  i s  becoming increasingly obvious that the lack of regular 
news  from E a s t  B enga l  prov i d e s  n o  groun d  for any 
complacency wi th regard to the polit ical s ituati on in  that 
d istant Province of Pak istan. Faced with serious economic 
and social problems, separated by more than a thousand m i les 
from other Provinces and surrounded by Indian territory, the 
need for economic and pol i t ical stab i l i ty in that important 
part of Pakis tan is perhaps greater and more urgent than 
anywhere e l se .  As far as the task of strengthening and 
safeguarding East Bengal ' s  economy i s  concerned, the Central 
Government has done a great deal ; the success of the 
measures recently adopted now depends on the abi l i ty of the 
Provincial Government to i mplement the p lans and policies  
drafted under the direct supervision of and l argel y  financed 
by the Central Government. But ,  in view of the disturbing 
reports that are received every now and then, we sincerely  
hope that no one i n  Karachi considers that a l l  that had to  be 
done in East Pakistan has already been done and that the 
Central leadership can now s i t  back wi th equanimi ty .  

Pol i t ica l  d i s sensions wi th in the East Bengal  Mus l im 
League, which raised their head a long t ime  age, are known 
to persis t  in an extremely acute form. Detai l s  of the i ssues 
involved are not known, but i t  seems fairly certain that the 
pattern of the conflict i s  not diss imil ar to those which have 
disgraced more than one province in West Pakistan. As a 
necessary concomitant of factional strife,  corrupt ion among 
the services is widespread, adding to the burdens of the people 

275 



276 

Pakis tan :  The First Twelve Years 

and mak ing the Mus l im League reg ime e\ en less popul ar .  
Recently. serious al legations of misconduct have been made 
against a prominent East Bengal Min i ster. hush-hush v is i t s  to 
Karachi are being paid by local Musl im League leaders and 
it is rumoured that a big spl i t  in the Cabinet i s  threatened. 
Even if pe rsuasion by the Centre can prevent further serious 
de\ elopments.  for the present at any rate. such periodical 
patching up of 'd i fferences· i s  not l i kely to improve the 
Min i stry' s working in any \\ a) . The Prm inc ia l  Committee of 
the Musl im  League. del iberately confined to a small  section 
of the people .  has ostens ib ly made itse l f  a party to the 
scramble for personal power: al though at a certain stage a 
number of good resolut ions were passed by i ts  Working 
Committee . there is l i tt le or no possib i l i ty of th is  organi sation 
be ing able to c lean up the growing mess in East Bengal 
pol i t ics .  

Popular di scontent aga inst r-..t i n i stcrial pol ic ies  has shown 
no signs of abatement. nor docs the Government seem to be 
part icu lar ly  concerned about ga in ing the support of the 
people .  Apart from the long l ist of admin istrative ev i l s .  
unremedied so  far. the M inistry has done noth ing to  solve 
any of East Bengal ' s  major economic  problems. To take only 
one example. the Abol i t ion of Zmnindari Bi l l  i s  st i l l  in the 
stages of pre l im inary discussions and. as t ime passes. the 
hopes rai sed by the announcement of i ts  pri nciples are being 
replaced by fears that the measure when enacted will bring 
no rel ief whatsoewr to the mass of East Bengal cul t ivators, 
al though ample prov ision has been made to ensure that the 
l andlords and subl andlnrds recei\'e enormous amounts of 
money as compensation. 

The defeat. some months ago. of the offic ia l  Mus l im 
League candidate in an  Assembly by-election pro\'es that a 
wide gulf exists between the people and the Government.  
I'.'ei ther the \ t in i str: nor the League organi sation has been 
able to re-orientate i ts pol icy in order to rescue the name of 
the \Iu s l irn  League from di srepute. In stead. Safety Acts and 
Ordinances are being used indi scriminately and ruthlessly to 
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st ifle al l  crit ic i sm and the fami l iar s logans of 'd i sruptionis ts '  
and ' fi fth co lumn i s t s '  are free ly  bandied to shie ld the 
Government ' s  i nabi l ity or unwi l l ingness to fu lfi l  the wishes 
and demands of the people .  

24 July 1 953 

Civil Liberties in East Bengal 

I n  the g loomy story of condi t ions in East Bengal related by 
Maulana Abdul Hamid Bhashani during h i s  current sojourn 
in Lahore, the account of the state of c iv i l  l iberties in that 
Province forms the darkest chapter. Against the background 
of the sorry state of affairs in  Eastern Paki stan and in view of 
the approach of the long-postponed elections, the problem of 
c iv i l  l iberties assumes unusual s ign i ficance . The shortcomings 
and fai lures of a Government may be put up with for a long 
t ime and the hardships and sufferings they bring may he 
patiently borne by the people in the hope that, sooner or 
l ater ,  the rulers may be changed through an unfettered  
exerc i se of the  franchi se .  But with the suppression of c iv i l  
l iberties the right to  vote becomes largely meaningless and 
this hope tends to disappear or recede into a very d istant 
future,  caus i ng i ntense b i t terness and a deep sense of 
frustration among the people. Thi s  state of mind constitutes 
the most formidable i mpediment to the democrati c  process. 

By refus ing  to remove the ex i st i ng res t ri c t ions  on 
ind iv idual l i berty and pol i t ical freedom the East Bengal 
Government is only adding i nsult to the i nj ury inflicted upon 
the people by the unconsc ionable postponement of the 
elections and i t s  fai l ure to hold nearly thirty by-elections for 
the past four years. It w i l l  be recal led that on the eve of h is  
assumption of office, the new Governor, Ch .  Khal iquzzaman , 
had assured the peop le  of  freedom and fa i rness at the 
elections. I t  is certain ly  no ind ication of h i s  Government' s 
desire to honour his  p ledge that several hundred poli t ical 
detenus continue to l anguish in  pri son, a dai ly  newspaper has 
been ordered to furn i sh  securi ty for having reported a 
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starvat i o n  death and the teac hers of p r i v ate educat ional  
i n s ti tutions hm e been p rohibited by an Ordi nance from tak i ng 
part i n  pol i t ica l  act i v i t y .  

1 March 1 954 

East Bengal Elections 

The latest reports from E ast Bengal amply substanti ate the 
charge made recent ly by Mr H . S .  Suhra\\ ardy that a · re ign of 
terror· has been let l oose in that Prm i nce.  i n  order to e n sure 
the M us l i m  Leagu e ·  s return to pmver. Acco rd i ng to unoffi c i a l  
esti mates. nearly 800 poli t ical  workers belonging to d i fferent 
Opposi t i o n  part ies  have been arre sted. w h i c h .  added to those 
detai ned prev ious ly .  brings to fou r  figures the n u mber of 
c it i zens i ncarcerated. mostly w i thout charge or tri a l .  for the 
sin of try ing to exerc i se the i r  const itut ional  r ight to work and 
\ ote for a pol i t ica l  party o f  the i r  own choice. The Pub l ic 
Safety Act i s  he ing prost i tuted i n  the i nterests of the party i n  
power: the Press has heen v i ct i m i sed:  offices o f  Oppos i t ion  
part ies  haw heen rai ded by mob s :  Opposi t ion l eaders have 
been attacked by hool igans:  offic ia l  succour i s  bei n g  pro m i sed 
to M us l i m  League candidates :  and the ru l i ng p art y · s  e lect ion 
fun d  i s  being b u i l t  up w i th the he lp  of Gm e rnment  o ffi c i a l s .  
Although the l a s t  charge h a s  never heen denied.  pre s umably 
because t h e  fac t s  are too w e l l  k n o w n .  t h e  w i de s pread 
repre ssion i s  j u st ified by M u s l i m  League l eaders and their  
apologi sts i n  the name of safeguard i ng law and order and 
protect ing the i ntegrity of the State . I t  i s  sought  to expl a i n  
away the denial  o f  the peop le ' s  de mocratic rights b y  accu s ing 

the Opposi t ion part ies  of try i ng to d i srupt public order and 
by fal sely al leg ing that they are seek i n g  to destroy Paki stan . 
T h i s  propag anda l i ne h a s  been taken u p  e v e n  by t h o se 
e lements who not long ago \\ ere heap i n g  r id icu le  on the 
M u s l i m  L e a g u e  for t h e  a d o p t i o n  of s u c h  m e a n  a n d  
transparently stupid tact ics .  The pri nc iple o f  the b i g  l i e  c an not, 
h o w e \'Cr.  saw t he M u s l i m  League and i t s  u n p ri n c i p l ed 
sycophants from their  w e l l -deserved nemesis .  for the people 
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of Pakistan have not forgotten the mi sdeeds of Messrs 
Qaiyum Khan and Khuhro, nor the cock-and-bul l  stories of 
conspiracies and anti-State p lans with which these gentlemen 
sought to justify their fasci st methods of retaining power. 

It is perfectly obvious that fear of electoral defeat has 
compe l led  the M u s l i m  League leadersh ip  to forget i t s  
promises of free and fair elections, and that the people of 
East Bengal are being given a dose of the treatment which 
was tried out in the Frontier Province, Bahawalpur and the 
Punjab. It is as yet difficult to say whether the Muslim League 
w i l l  be able to terrorise and hoodwink the people of East 
Bengal sufficiently to  secure another lease of power. But 
there can be no doubt that what l i tt le claim the rul ing party 
ever had to public support has been destroyed by its resort to 
such disgraceful tact ics .  The East Bengal election was in  
many ways considered to be a test for the new leaders of the 
Central Mus l im League who had j ust ified their coup de grace 

against the Nazimuddin group in the name of democracy,  
efficiency and much e lse .  In Mr Mohammed Al i ' s  loud 
professions of solicitude for the democratic way of l ife many 
pol i ticians saw, or pretended to see, 'a ray of hope' for the 
restoration of c iv i l  l iberties and the rule of law. With the 
Bengal elections sti l l  more than a week away, the Musl im 
League leadership has failed miserably  to l ive up to i ts  most 
i mportant pledge , namely, to ensure i mpartial elections, and 
even the peddlers of the 'ray of hope' theory cannot deny 
that either they themse lves were deluded or they were trying 
to delude the people. The darkness in  East Bengal i s  probably 
at its worst today. But  the ru l i ng party ' s  latest betrayal of its 
promises should spur the Opposition parties to intensify their 
efforts to vote the M usl im League out of power; and one 
would  like to hope that the common people, undeterred by 
the M us l im League terror and uninfluenced by their e lection
t ime b landishments, w i l l  support the Opposition in their 
struggle to end the regime of a party which has forfeited its 
right to remain in power by reason of i ts persistent attacks on 
the democratic rights of the people, its lack of respect for 
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publ ic  opin ion .  i t s  whole-hearted devot ion to fact iona l  
wrangles and selfish manoeuvres. and the complete absence 
of any programme or policy except to retain possess ion of 
the seats of power-by fair  means if possible. by fou l  means 
whenever necessary. 

9 March 1 954 

Prime Minister's clarification 

The Prime Min i ster 's  c larifi cation of his earl ier statement 
about the poli t ical future of East Bengal wi l l  be read with 
considerable  sati sfaction by al l  Pakistanis-except. of course. 
for the m icroscopic minority who seem to hold the view that 
the emasculation of democracy is its best service. His recent 
declaration-that ·whatever the results of the election in  East 
Bengal . the security and stabi l ity of Pakistan wi l l  not be 
allowed to be jeopardised '-had widely been interpreted as 
i mp lying c learly that even if  the Opposit ion part ies scored a 
victory in  the electoral tussle. they would not be all owed to 
form a Government :  i t  was. therefore. described in these 
columns two days ago as ' an ominous threat to the East 
B engal people ·  s right to choose the ir  own rulers and to the 
very existence of democracy in Paki stan · .  Mr  Mohammed 
Ali has now promi sed. in  fairly defi nite terms. that if  the 
Opposit ion gain a majority in  the new East Bengal Legis lature 
' they w i l l  be able to form a Min istry ' .  explaining that h i s  
prev ious remarks had been made i n  rep ly  to a Br i t i sh  
newspaper' s editorial which had forecast that the Mus l im 
League ' s  defeat i n  East Bengal w o u l d  be · a  b l ow t o  Paki stan ' s  

security ' .  The Pri me Minister said that what he had real ly 
meant was that  ·no provincial  Government. whatever i t s  
complexion. would be permi tted to jeopardise Pak i stan· s 
security ' .  In this  context. and accept ing h i s  explanation at i ts 
face value. the Prime Mini ster' s stand would appear to be 
unexcept ionable .  Nevertheless. i t  i s  necessary to reiterate that 
the security of Paki stan cannot-as some of the rul i ng party ' s  
spokesmen are wont t o  do-be confused wi th the Mus l im 
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League ' s  retention of power, and that the people wi l l  not 
a l low their democratic rights to be overridden on the basis of 
any such confusion .  The issue is  of such great importance 
that Mr Mohammed Al i  would be wel l  advised to deal with i t  
i n  greater detail and give the people the ful lest possible 
assurance that the Muslim League will not be kept in power 
under any pretext if it is defeated at the pol l s ,  and that the 
Central Government ' s  special powers wi l l  not be used for the 
purpose of keeping any other party out of office if i t  gains a 
majority in the Legislature . The dangers inherent i n  the people 
losing faith in  democracy, and in their ability to change a 
Government by means of the bal lot, are so obvious, and have 
been pointed out so often , that they need not be recounted 
here. The doings and sayings of Mus l im League leaders 
during the East Bengal e lection campaign, the large-scale 
arrests of pol itical workers , and the odd manner in which 
Sec tion 92-A is going to be imposed in the Province, have 
natural ly given rise to the fear that the Government does not 
i ntend the current election to be a fair contest and that ,  even 
if they can overcome the various obstacles put in  their path, 
the Opposit ion parties ' legitimate bid to assume power wi ll ,  
i f  necessary, be thwarted by other means. Mr  M ohammed 
Ali ' s  clarification of his stand wi l l  to some extent al lay these 
suspicions; but if he rea l ly wants to ensure a clean election in  
Eas t  Bengal ,  he  must immediately undo the wrongs done by 
h i s  party-men and give an  unequivocal assurance that his 
Government wil l  abide by the peop le ' s  verdict .  

1 9  March 1 954 

The Rout 

No doubt now remains of the M u s l i m  League ' s  complete 

rout  i n  Eas t  Benga l . Never  before,  in  the h i s tory of  
parl iamentary strife, has  the party in power suffered such an 
ignominious and deci sive defeat; and never was such a 
nemesis so richly deserved. The Muslim League was elevated 
to power by the peopl e ' s  urge to l ive in freedom, to smash 
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the shackles of fore ign domination and e l iminate the danger 
of dominat ion by the majori ty communi ty ,  to ga in  for 
themse lves  a home land where they cou ld  bu i l d  a new 
democrati c  l ife. Having assumed office on  the strength of its 
promises to create a new order based on social and economic 
justice and the guarantee of equal rights for all c it izens. the 
M u s l i m  League d id  not take very long to tear up i t s  
man ifestos and betray i t s  pledges. Wi th exceptions so  rare 
that today they hardly deserve mention. the leaders of the 
party. on whom the people had lavi shed so much trust and 
confidence. were found within the first few years to be smal l  
men.  d is t inguished mainly for their selfi sh ambitions and 
unl imi ted capacity for intrigue. Turning their backs on the 
people and ignoring their aspi rations. the Musl im League 
leaders became s ingle-minded devotees of personal power 
and pelf, strutting on Paki stan · s po l i tica l  stage w i th the 
arrogance and vulgar ostentation of petty medieval despots. 
The organi sation which. under the Quaid-i-Azam · s leadership, 
had once commanded the loyalty of mi l l ions was gradual ly  
reduced to an esoteric c ircle of  favoured job-hunters; and i t s  
standards, which had once been the symbol of  hope for the 
people, now lie enshrined in a temple where Mammon is the 
only rul ing deity. 

With its pursui t  of power as an end in i tself, the personal 
squabbles of its leaders, and the unending fact ional wars 
raging at a l l  levels of what remains of the organisation. the 
Musl im League has sunk deeper and deeper into the morass 
of its own creation . Unconcerned with the problems of the 
people .  i t s  adm i n i strati on has become the l ast  word i n  
corruption and nepotism. bungling and ineffic iency. short
s ightedness and planlessness. I solated from the masses. i t  has 
sought  to ret a i n  power-whenever  it was  cons idered 
feasible-by resort to every trick in  the armoury of fasc i sm :  
arrests without charge or  tria l .  suppression of  the Press, denial 
of the right of public meeting. m isuse of administrative power, 
gerrymandering of elections. and. in  certain cases.  complete 
perversion of the electoral machinery. Despite-or, in  one 
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sense, because of-these factors, the people of East Bengal, 
where Mus l im League m isrule has probably been seen at i ts  
worst, have banded together and successful ly accompl ished 
the laudable task of removing the Mus l im League from the 
seat of power; and the thoroughness with which the United 
Front has done this job, which may well be regarded as an 
essential prerequis i te to Pakistan ' s  progress, is shown by the 
detai ls  of the election results in East Bengal . 

What of the future? As far as the people are concerned, 
they wi l l  undoubtedly des ire an early opportunity to complete 
the good work begun in  East Bengal .  The growing demand 
for a new Constituent Assembly, directly e lected by the 
people, i s  unanswerable ,  and the leaders of the U nited Front 
have done well to c lari fy their position on this point . Efforts ,  
however, are being made to inveigle the United Front into 
some sort of a compromise with the remnants of the Musl im 
League, and those very persons who.  unti l  a few days ago. 
were i mpugning the integrity and patriot ism of the United 
Front leadership are now talking in  terms of a U ni ted Front
Mus l im League coal i t ion both in East Bengal and at the 
Centre. We do not know what the plans of the United Front 
leaders are, but it is obvious that they would be betraying the 
very basis of their election fight if they are tempted to form 
an unprinc ipled al l iance with the Musl im League. With regard 
to East Bengal the Uni ted Front ' s  right to form a Government 
has been so we l l  e s tab l i shed that the M u s l i m  League 
leadership cannot possibly be so insane as to think of denying 
i t  by  a pro longation of the Sect ion 92-A regime. At the 
Centre, after the Mus l im League ' s  total  col lapse in East 
Bengal ,  the present Constituent Assembly has no moral or 
poli t ical r ight left to continue its own existence as the sole 
custodi an of our nat ional sovereignty . . .  The United Front 

leadership should rea l i se that they have shouldered certain 
i mportant responsibi l i t ies on behalf of the people of Pakistan 
and that any short-cut to office which adversely affects the 
Fron t ' s  election pledges would be an act of d isserv ice to the 
country and an invitation to another period of confus ion and 
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widespread frustration. Therefore, in co-operation wi th a l l  
the  democratic elements in  West  Pakistan. the  Uni ted Front 
mus t  in s i s t  on immediate d i sso lu t ion of the Const i tuent 
Assembly and country-wide elections to replace i t  w i th a 
democratically elected and representative body . The dem and 
i s  as just as i t  is  i rresist ible,  and i t  offers the only sure path to 
making democracy safe in  Paki stan . 

1 June 1 954 

East Bengal Crisis 

The dismissal of the Fazlu l  Hug Min istry and the imposi t ion 
of Governor ' s  rule in East B engal s ignify the most serious 
pol itical cri s is  that has been faced by this  State since i ts 
inception. Al though precedent for simi Jar action exists. earlier 
use of Section 92-A. in  the Punjab and S ind. was made in 
radical l y  d ifferent c ircumstances. In  these two Provinces the 
M usl im League Min i stries had become extremely unpopular 
and the m aj or i ty  party .  r iven  by pro l o nged fact i ona l  
wrangl ings, had fu l ly  proved i t s  inab i l ity to provide these 
Provinces wi th  a stable admin i stra t ion .  In  East  Bengal .  
however, there i s  no i ndication to  show that the  U ni ted Front 
has lost any of the public support that won i t  such a deci sive 
victory at the poll s ;  nor can i t  be said that the Party had been 
given suffic ient t ime to tackle the various problems with 
which i t  was confronted. Further, the fact cannot be ignored 
that the East Benga l  Assembly represents  a majori ty of 
Pakis tan ' s  total populat ion.  and that i f  the United Front ' s  just 
demand for reconst i tut ion of the Const i tuent Assembly had 
been accepted the responsibi l i ty for forming a Government at 
the Centre may wel l  have devolved upon its leaders. The 
v irtual suspension of the Legis lature. which came into being 
in fair and free elections only a few weeks ago. makes the 
Cen tral Government ' s  undemocrat i c  act ion a l l  the more 
regrettable .  and the fact that the Safety Act has been used to 
arres t  a l arge number of the Uni ted Fron t ' s  supporters, 
inc luding one dismi ssed Mini ster. is l ikely to exacerbate the 



Disgraceful Exhibi t ion 

tense situation in East Bengal . Even those who consider that 
Central intervention was unavoidable cannot deny that the 
whole affair has been handled with extreme tactlessness, and 
the circumstances in which the drastic action has been taken . 
coupled with the uninhibited jubi lation of the Mus l im League 
Press,  are l ike ly to create an adverse reaction in East Bengal , 
with the possibility of consequences which no true friend of 
Pakistan can contemplate with equanimity. 

The broadcast speech of the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
justifying his Government ' s  decision contains a variety of 
charges against  Mr Fazlu l  Huq and some of his  col leagues .  
The gravamen of the indictment i s  that the United Front 
Ministry failed to maintain law and order. The question of 
the responsibil ity for the recent ki ll ing at Narayanganj is  an 
extremely controversial matter. Wel l  before any effective 
investigation could have been conducted, the Prime M inister 
seemingly came to certain definite conclusions, which, in the 
beginning at any rate, were not shared by al l  of his col leagues .  
The United Front l eaders, on the other hand, have held a 
different  view and have also made serious allegations about 
the responsibility for the carnage. It is worth noting in this 
context that, while Musl im Leaguers in East Bengal have 
accused the Fazlul  Huq Government of fai lure to save Bengali 
l ives, their counterparts in this zone have level led the contrary 
charge that the East Pakistan Government failed to save the 
lives and properties of non-Bengal i s .  In any case, although 
the cruel and wanton l oss  of l ife in East Bengal during recent 
weeks is a very serious matter, one would have expected the 
Central Government to wait for a judicial investigation of the 
incidents before resorting to stern punitive measures. This 
had become all the more necessary in view of the difference 
of opinion between Dacca and Karach i .  The Centre shoul d  

have provided the people with positive proof of the  veracity 
of its conclusions before taking the final step, if  only to avoid 
the suspicion that the Musl im League leadership was taking 
advantage of a grim tragedy to further the interests of i ts 
Party.  With regard to Mr  Fazlul Huq ' s  wavering on the 
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constitutional issue. it must be remembered that the Un i ted 
Front has always stood for complete provincial  autonomy 
and that th i s  demand figures important ly  in its e lect ion 
manifesto. Therefore i f. during h i s  early negotiations with 
the Centre. \1r Faz lul  Hug gave the impression that he was 
wi ! l ing to repudiate his Party · s manifesto and come to terms 
with the Central leadership without the approval of h i s  
col leagues .  th i s  may  provide added proof of  the gent leman ' s  
polit ical i nstabi l i ty but i t  can hardly furnish cause for his  
dismissal .  In  any case. with the country ' s  future Constitut ion 
st i l l  on the anv i l .  every polit ical party and every c i t izen of 
Pakistan has the right to cri t ic ize or suggest constitutional 
formulae. I t  is  equal ly obvious that the demand for prov incial 
autonomy cannot be equated with d i srupt ion .  for over
central isation of the GO\ ernment. where it is unneces�ary or 
impracticable. does not foster national unity and is on ly l ikely 
to encourage provincial jealousies. As far as :\llr Fazlul  Huq ·s  
indi screet speeches are concerned. we have already stated in 
these columns that if he did in  fact utter the words wi th 
which he was credited. he could not expect any Pakistani to 
support him or even condone his utterly ridiculous statements. 
However, after Mr Fazlu l  Huq had been severe ly crit ic i sed 
for his queer utterances by his  own col leagues and important 
leaders of the United Front. including Maulana Bhashan i .  
and after he had categorica l ly  den ied hav ing made the 
object ionable remarks attributed to him and had whole
heartedly repudiated their s inister impl ications. one fee ls that 
i t  would have been wi ser to allow the United Front i tself to 
deal with its l eader. Central i ntervent ion of a different  nature 

may have been justified if it was genuinely fel t  that Mr Fazlu l  
Hug real ly harboured anti -Paki stan plans  or  if he had pers i sted 
in what may rightly be regarded as ant i -Paki stan propaganda. 
The Centre ' s  hasty and i l l -adv ised decis ion to dismiss  the 
Fazlul Hug Min istry and impose a Section 9 2 - A  regime i s ,  
we fear. l ikely to be interpreted. part icularly in  East Bengal , 
as a refusal to al low that Province to exerci se its right of 
dec iding who should be its ru lers . 
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There can hardly be any disagreement with the objectives 
outlined by the Prime M inister in his explanatory broadcast .  
I t  is obvious that l aw and order must be maintained, the l ife 
and property of every section of the people ful l y  protected, 
and the economic l ife of the Province safeguarded against 
disruption . I t  is ,  however, extremely  doubtfu l  whether these 
ends wi l l  be better served by the Centre ' s  policy of imposing 
direct Central rule upon the Province and denying the United 
Front the opportunity which had been given to it under a 
clear mandate from the people .  Mr  Fazlul  Hug ' s rambling 
cannot easi l y  be accepted as a sufficient cause for the virtual 
disfranchisement of a whole Province and for what wi l l  be 
interpreted as victimisation of the United Front .  We would  
l ike to hope that the Central Government wil l reconsider their 
decision and that, instead of keeping East Bengal under a 
gubernatorial regime, which, however efficient i t  may be, 
can never el icit public support, they wi l l  restore democratic 
Government in the country ' s  biggest province . 

1 2  June 1 954 

East Bengal Prospects 

The gratification caused by the East Bengal Governor's recent 
assurance that the Section 92-A regime would not be retained 
' for a day beyond the period for which i t  was absolutely 
necessary ' wil l  be considerably vitiated by some of his other 
utterances, particularly those which indicate that he  has been 
asked to undertake long- term schemes of economic or 
administrative reforms.  Experience has shown that ,  even 
where the advisab il ity  of applying the drastic remedy of 
suspending democratic rul e  is general ly  conceded, any delay 
i n  t h e  res torati on of the peop l e ' s  democratic r ights  i s  

advisable .  I n  t he  pecul iar circumstances which l ed  to the 
imposition of Section 92-A in East Bengal , when the necessit y  
of the action taken i s  wide ly  disputed and the Centre has 
been accused of bias and partisanship, it is all the more 
necessary that the period of gubernatorial dictatorsh ip should 
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be exceedingly brief. It is hardl y  necessary to point  out that, 
however benign and wel l-meaning the present admin i stration 
may be, i t  cannot be accepted for very long as an alternative 
to a Government headed by persons chosen by the people.  
The main task al lotted to Major-General I skander M i rza i s  
that of restoring law and order. e l imi nat ing the fear o f  rioting 
between different  sect ions of the people ,  and bringing the 
Province ' s  economic l i fe back to normal . Judging from the 
Press reports avai lable.  this m i ss ion has wel l -n igh been 
accompl i shed. The return to complete normalcy would further 
be fac i l i tated by reversing the policy of repress ion which 
was, presumably. cons idered necessary to smother the strong 
publi c  react ion expected after the d ismissal of the U ni ted 
Front M ini stry .  Already the Press has been freed from pre
censorship .  The next step should be the release of the 772 or 
more persons detained under the Safety Act. except . of course. 
for those considered gui l ty of some crimes. \\ ho should  be 
tried in a court of law and sui tably pun ished. With regard to 
determ in i ng the respons ib i l i ty for the ghastly events at 
Narayanganj and Karnaphu l l i ,  we agree fu l ly  with the East 
Benga l  Governor that th i s  important task can on ly  be 
entrusted to an i mpart ia l  j ud i c i al comm i s s i o n .  S uch a 
commiss ion should be appointed immediately.  I t  i s .  however. 
by no means necessary or desi rable to keep East Bengal under 
Section 92-A unt i l  the i nvestigation i s  complete. It shoul d  
now, therefore, b e  the Governor ' s  prime duty t o  discuss wi th 
the majority party in  the Assembly. namely. the U ni ted Front, 
the format ion  of a popu l ar M i n i stry to take over the 
Government. I f  an earnest effort i s  made in this d i rection. we 
see no reason why it should not be possible to restore normal 
pol i t ical l i fe i n  East Bengal . Whether the Central Government 
w i l l  a l low such a development to take place i s  problematical .  
The Governor ' s  decl aration that he i s  not going to tolerate 
the act i v i t ies  of · po l i t i cal ag i tators · bu t  that he wou ld  
welcome the co-operat ion of  · construct ive \\ orkers ·-when 
it is adjudged in the background of a complete ban on the 
United Front meeting and the ne\\ s that preparations are being 
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made unhindered to hold a Musl im League conference-is 
l i ke ly to create the suspicion that during the Section 92-A 
regime he is expected to pave the way for the Mus l im 
League ' s  pol i tical rehabil itation. Such a plan cannot possibly 
succeed, for whoever e lse may fi l l  the polit ical vacuum being 
created in East B engal . it cannot be the discredi ted and inept 
coterie of leaders who control the ru l i ng party in that zone; 
and the attempt i t self w i l l  do a great deal of harm by  
weakening confidence i n  t he  Governor ' s  promise  of  an 
absol utely i mpart ial adm in i st rat ion and by reducing the 
effectiveness of his  plea for the people ' s  co-operation. We 
hope. therefore, that General Iskander Mirza wi l l  not be a 
party to the Musl im League ' s  manoeuvrings and that he wi l l  
try his  best to g ive East Bengal a democratic Government in  
the shortest possible t ime. 

6 February 1 955 

East Bengal Scene 

The political scene in East Bengal continues to present a 
picture of utter confusion. When. last year. the stranglehold 
of East Bengal ' s  unrepresentative c l ique of Mus l im League 
leaders over the Central Government was 1 i nal ly  broken, it 
was hoped that the Centre would view the s i tuation in that 
Province more reali st ically and take early steps to restore 
normalcy. Thi s  expectation was heightened by the Prime 
M i n i ster ' s frequent references to h i s  des ire to end the 
gubernatorial d ictatorsh ip .  by the decl arat i ons made by 
d ifferent Government spokesmen that the l aw-and-order 
si tuation in East Bengal was most sati sfactory. and by Mr  
Suhrawarcly ' s  inclusion in the Central Cabinet. Not a single 
tangible step has.  however, been taken to pave the way for 

the re storat ion of cons t i tu t ional  gove rnment , and i t  i s  
impossible t o  forecast with any degree o f  certainty when the 
Centr.al Government intend to fu lfi l  the pledges given in th is 
regard by the Prime M in i ster. The suspension of the East 
Bengal Legi s lat ive Assembly has been accompanied by a 
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blanket ban on virtually a l l  pol i t ical act iv i ty .  Except for short 
periods. publ ic  meetings and process ions have not been 
al lowed in most d istric t s  of the Prov ince .  The pol i t ica l  
vacuum thus created has prevented the people of East Bengal 
from apprais ing the actions of the ir  leaders and i nfluencing 
the course of events .  At the same t ime. the manner in  which 
negot iat ions  are reported to have been conducted between 
certain sections of the Un i ted Front and the Central Musl im 
League leadership has a lso tended to obscure the principles 
involved and to intensify the personal or group confl icts 
which have caused deep fi ssures i n  the U nited Front.  In  these 
c i rcum stance s .  the meet ing  of  i t s  Parl i amentary Party 
scheduled for 1 7  February, if  i t  takes place at al l .  i s  l ikely to 
be devoted entirely to intra-party di fferences .  The exi stence 
of these differences does not. however. as the Ylusl im League 
Press exultantly cla ims.  prov ide a sound argument for the 
continuat ion of the Section 92-A reg ime in East Bengal . Apart 
from the fact that the spl i t  in the United Front was. from the 
very start . del iberately  encour aged by certain responsible 
Musl im League leaders. and that the s i tuation has been made 
worse by the latest round of negotiat ions. it needs to be 
rea l i sed-and leaders of the Mus l im League should for 
obvious reasons be the first to accept this statement-that 
complete un i ty  and so l i dari ty cannot be regarded as a 
prerequ i s i te to the acceptance of a party ' s  claim to form a 
Government when i t  commands a c lear majori ty i n  the 
Legislature. Whether Mr Fazlu l  H uq can retain the leadership 
of the U nited Front Par! iamentary Party .  or he i s  replaced by 
someone e lse .  does not i n  any way affect the rarty ' s ri ght to 
be given an opportunity to form a Min i stry . I t  could be argued 
that the pre'>ent state of the United Front w i l l  not al low it to 
give East Bengal a stable Government. This .  however. takes 
us into the realm of pure speculat ion.  and the democratic 
process cannot be halted on the basis of such prognosticat ions.  
The Uni ted Front wil l  anyhow have to face th is  test when the 
Assembly is resusc itated: and if the leader of the Party fai l s  
to  obtain a majority in the House. he  \vi i i  automatical ly forfe i t  
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h i s  cla im to head the Government.  But the mere poss ib i l i ty 
of such a development taking place cannot be used as an 
excuse to further delay the restoration of democracy.  I t  further 
needs to be real i sed that th is  democrati c  dec is ion is necessary 
not only in order to restore normal condi t ions in East Bengal . 
but a lso because the Legis lature must be brought back to l i fe 
so t hat it can rat i fy the new Const i tut ion that is now under 
preparation. We earnestly hope that further delay wi l l  not be 
al l owed to make the pol i t ical si tuation in that Pro vince even 
more confused and that an early deci sion wi l l  he taken to 
withdraw Section 92-A in  East Benga l .  

8 March 1 956 

Fazlul Huq's Appointment 

The appointment of Mr Fazlul  Huq as Governor of East 
Bengal. and i ts announcement immediately after a l l  matters 
connected with Consti tut ion-making h ad fi n a l l y  been sett led. 
wil l  cause l i tt le surprise . I t  had been strongly rumoured during 
recent weeks that Bengal ' s  veteran pol it ic ian had set his heart 
on rounding off his variegated public career wi th the ascent 
of the gubernatorial gaddi i n  h i s  own Prov ince, and that he 
h ad made a fi rm request in th is  behalf to the Prime Min ister 
some t ime ago. The i ssue is reported to have been c l i nched 
after Mr Fazlul HmJ ° s  return from h i s  l atest trip to East 
Bengal ,  and before he finally agreed to forego the demands 
formulated at Dacca-in h is meetings wi th local l eaders of 
the Un i ted Front and the leaders of other part ies-and to 
accept on essential points of di spute the stand of the Musl im 
League group in the  Coal i t ion Party .  I t  h a s  a l so been said 
that. as the only i nfl uential  l eader of the U n ited Front rump, 
h i s  presence in  East B engal was cons idered absolute l y  
necessary t o  save the S arkar Ministry from being thrown out 
of office as soon a s  the reprieve granted to  i t  by the  
unorthodox postponement of  the  Budget session has run its 
course and the long-de layed sess ion of the East Bengal 
Legi s lature has to be called. The most alarming of such 
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report s ,  however.  is the forecast  that Mr Faz lu l  Huq ' s  
appointment i s  a prelude to the East Bengal Assembly being 
disbanded once again .  We earnestly hope that this  depress ing 
rumour w i l l  not be confirmed by events .  for that would be 
too cruel  and too i ron ic  a blow to the people ' s  aspirations
especial ly after all the wordy tributes to democracy that the 
country has heard during the l ast few days. 

Be that as it may. it is  anyhow an unhealthy development 
that gubernatorial appointments should be made under the strong 
suspicion that the decision is part of a political bargain .  Nor is i t  
a wise move to appoint an active pol it ician as Governor. because 
the head of the provincial administration is supposed to act wi th 
judicious impart ial ity. and it i s  an accepted principle that he 
should be trusted by all political parties. For an active pol i tical 
leader to be elevated to the Governor ' s  post. and part icularly. as 
in East Bengal ' s  circumstances. when his assi stance is urgently 
required to save his pa11y · s  '.'vl inistry from dmrnfal l .  is a serious 
violat ion of democratic traditions. The fact that the earlier 
selection of the present Governor of West Pak i stan provides a 
precedent for Mr Fazlul Huq · s  appointment does not, however. 
create any justification for the step. In fact. impartial observers 
would point out that the developments that have taken place in 
this wing following that brazenly polit ical appointment should  
have served as  a warning against repeating what clearly i s  a 
grave error of policy. \Vhat. however. is rather amusing in the 
context of Mr Fazlul Huq ' s  appointment i s  that it has been 
criti c i sed from the standpoint of democratic principles by certain 
newspapers which have never considered themselves bound, on 
the same princ ipl e s . to e xpress the sl i ghtest ci i sapproval of the 

appointment of the West Pakistan Governor or his continued 
partic ipation in active pol i t ics .  

8 September 1 956 

The New Ministry 

The instal lation of a new coal i t ion \l in i stry in East  Paki stan , 
headed by the A wami League . w i l l  be greeted wi th joyful 
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rel ief by everyone whose attachment to democrati c  principles 
is genuine and not merely a matter of convenience. S ince
only a few months after it was formed-the Sarkar M in istry 
forfei ted its right to rule the Province, because in deviating 
from i ts election pledges the United Front lost the support of 
some of its component groups and a l arge number of other 
MLAs, East Pakistan has hovered on the very edge of the 
steep decline leading to total d ictatorsh ip. During th is  period 
every known trick was shamelessly employed to maintain Mr 
S arkar and his friends in office, and he made assiduous efforts 
to buy the majority he needed to secure the Chief Min isterial 
gaddi for himself. By-elect ions were avoided, the Assembly 
was e ither not called, or, when a session could be postponed 
no longer, the Legis lature was e ither adjourned or prorogued 
before it could exerc ise i ts  power to change the Government; 
the Min istry was expanded unduly, and unprincipled intrigues 
and factional al l i ances completely replaced normal pol it ical 
act iv i ty .  But ,  despite i ts  s ingle-minded devotion to the task 
of c l ing ing to office,  and primarily because i t  had al ienated 
the people ' s  sympathies ,  it became more and more difficul t  
for the United Front rump to retain i ts hold over the sceptre . 
The Centre and, even more so, the Provincial  Governor gave 
Mr Sarkar all possible help ,  but even their efforts could not 
save the situation. The choice before the Centre now was 
e ither to prolong the art i fi c i al emergency by re impos i ng 
Central rule  for an indefin i te period or to bow before the 
d ic tates of the Cons t itu t ion and a l low the Leader of the 
Awami League Party to form a new Government. That it has 
chosen to fol low the l atter course undoubted ly  redounds to 
its credit ,  because any of the other alternat ives open to i t  
would have endangered the future o f  democracy and caused 
bitter frustration among the people .  Nevertheless,  the fact 
that i t  was a matter of cons iderable doubt whether the Central 
Government would do the right th ing ,  and refrai n  from 
perverting the democratic process, shows that the foundat ions 
of democracy in  Paki stan are sti l l  weak and i nsecure, and 
that the people must for long maintain a careful v ig i l  i f  the 
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country i s  to be saved from democracy · s  fair-weather 
friends-those who take shelter i n  semi-fascist t heories and 
undemocrat ic pract ices at the first s ign of a threat to the 
position of their favourite fact ion.  

The Awami League has taken over the re ins of authority 
under extremely difficul t  c ircumstances. I t  w i l l  be no easy 
task for the new coal i t ion to steer a c lear course in East 
Pakistan ·s muddy waters and avoid the sandbanks that have 
wrecked more than one previous regime . . .  The new Min i stry 
wi l l  also find that many among those in high pos i tions in the 
country had exerted themselves fu l ly  to keep it out of office 
even after it had become clear that no stable Government 
could be formed wi thout the co-operat ion of the Awami 
League and its al l ies :  and there i s  the danger that some of 
those whose tact ics have been thwarted may try to prevent 
fu l l  Central co-operation being extended to the new Cabinet .  
We would l i ke to hope that parti san cons iderat ions and 
prejudices will be overcome. so that. even if the compos i t ion 
of the Centra l  Government remains unchanged. the novel 
juxtaposition of parties in  the Parli ament and the East Pakistan 
Assembly does not stand in the way of the two Governments 
working together smoothly to accomplish common tasks. If 
this can be assured. there are reasons to hope that the new 
Mini stry. with i t s  c lose l inks with the people and a posit ive 
pol i t ical basis .  w i l l  be able to overcome the difficul t ies i t  has 
to face. give the Province a c lean and honest admini strat ion.  
and make a s incere effort to i mplement i ts  e lect ion promi ses .  

And.  f inal l y .  a great deal w i l l  depend on  the new 
Min istry " s  atti tude towards the people and their  problems . . .  
Far too often .  after the assumption of power by a pol i t ica l  
group the people are left out  of the reckoning. and the winning 
over of M LAs becomes the party leaders · main occupat ion. 
with intrigue . unprincipled manoeuning. and plain bribery. 
as the chief weapons in the dirty \\ ar for power as an end i n  
i t �e lf. '\ot o n l y  are the consequences of s u c h  methods 
disastrous for the country . but in  these battles every v ictory 
is Pyrrh ic .  every triumph ends in b itterness. because i ntrigue 
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breeds further i ntrigue , and almost before one phase of the 
struggle has ended preparations are under way for the next 
round. It w i l l  fervent l y  be h oped by all serious-mi nded 
democrats, i rrespective of their party affil i at ions, that East 
Pakistan ' s  new rulers w i l l  abandon the evi l  methods of the 
past and resolve firm l y  that, notwithstanding any attempts 
that are made to persuade them to do otherwi se, they wi l l  not 
give up the ir  programme,  depend d i rectly  on the people for 
pol i tical support, and scrupulously abide by the rules  of the 
game. 

7 April 1 958 

Disgraceful Exhibition 

The exh ib i t ion of  rowdy i sm w i tnessed during the East  
Pak i s tan Assembl y ' s  l ast  session, before i ts  prorogation on 
Sat urday, wi l l  l ong b e  remembered as one of the m os t  
d isgraceful among the  m any strange episodes that make the 
h i s tory of parl i amentary i n s t i t u t ions  in Pak i s tan such  
depressing reading.  Even i f  the Opposi t ion leaders bel ieve 
that ,  s ince h i s  i nstal lat ion as the protector and arbi ter of the 
rights of the Assembly and its Members , the present Speaker ' s  
words and act ions  have l acked t h e  judic ia l  impart i al i ty 
expected from the Chair, the seriousness of th i s  charge does 
not help to extenuate the ir  gross m isconduct .  Whatever the 
grievances of KSP  and Musl im League leaders, they should 
h ave registered their protest against Mr Abdul H akeem in  the 
accepted par liamentary mode of crit ic i s ing the Speaker-and 
without divest ing themselves of the decency and digni ty 
requ ired of al l  publ ic  representatives s i t t ing i n  a Legis lature. 
Nor can it be said that the opposi t ion part ies acted under 
sudden provocati on and should,  therefore, be eas i l y  forgiven. 
It is obvious from the nature of their attack on the Speaker 
that they h ad come ful l y  prepared to disrupt the proceedings 
of the House, and that they wanted to insult the Chair, not so 
much for anything the Speaker had said or done, but as a 
means  of  p ro t e s t ing  aga i n s t  t he  Governor ' s  o rder  of  
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prorogu ing the A s sembly.  This  m akes thei r  deci s i on to d i sturb 
the session even m ore reprehens i b l e .  WhateYer their  motives,  
the gentlemen responsible for creati ng Saturday ' s  shameful 
scenes m u st be m ade to real i se that rotten eggs and rubbi s h  
d o  not const i tute a n  argument o f  any sort. and they certa in ly  
cannot h e l p  to strengthen the Opposit ion part ies · c l a i m  to  
rule the  Province.  

I t  i s  p lain that  the strange performance of the Opposi t ion 
leaders was a res u l t  of the i r  deep d i sappoi ntment at los ing 
the cup of office when i t  was so near their l i ps .  A fter ha\' ing 
sought to capture power with  Mr Faz l u l  H u q ' s  over-zea lous 
help.  and having asked for immediate p rorogat ion of the 
Assembly. M r  Abu Hossain S arkar and h i s  friends cannot 
logically object to suspension of the Assem b l y 's  session by 
the Awam i League Government. B ut the deprivation of office 
does not always i mprove the reasoning power of poli t i c i an s .  

part icu l arly w i t h  those w h o  after once tast ing the j o y s  of 
office become convinced that  the o n l y  i mportant th ing in  
pol i t ical  l i fe is  to ret urn to power�as a n  end in  i t s e l f. 
i rrespective of the means employed to ach ieve i t .  However. 
in fai rness .  i t  m ust be admitted t hat a not d i s s i m i lar spiri t  
animates a l arge sect ion of the Awami League:  and that .  
during t h i s  party ' s  term o f  office. m any of i t s  l eaders haw 
been g u il t y  of m i sdeeds very s i m i l ar to those which inspired 
their  main slogans aga i nst the ru l in g  party during the l ast 
e l ect ion . A p art from i nstances of m a l ad m i n i strati on and 
corruption.  the Awami League M i n i stry has  been g u i l ty of 
the sin of m i s u s i n g  its power to i nterfere in  Assembly by
e l ect ions :  and. what is m ore . i t  i s  now riven by factional and 
personal d i fferences.  

The lessons of the current East Pakistan cri s i s  are thus 
fairly easy to read.  The A w a m i  League ne arl y lost  i t s  
Government b y  fo l lo\\ i n g  i n  the footsteps o f  i t s  predecessors: 
i t  can save i tse lf  from going the way of the M u s l i m  League 
o n l y  by adhering faithful ly  to its e lect ion programme and 
eschewing strong-arm tactics and power pol i t ics .  I t  must also 
strive for the restoration of un ity \\  i t h i n  i t s  ranks by throwi n g  
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out the rank opportunists and office-hunters whose corrosive 
influence i s  destroying the Party . The fact that the NAP, the 
main vict im of i t s  repress ive po l icy,  has been respons ib le  for 
gi ving the Awami League Min i stry another l ease of l ife not 
only does credi t  to the NAP, but should show the Awami 
League leaders that respect  for pol it ica l  pri nc ip les  is an 
essential  ingredient of pol i tica l  stab i l i ty:  and that, if such co
operation is to be maintained, the Awami League must make 
i tse lf  worthy of d i s interested support . The Opposi ti on parties 
should  also think serious ly O\ er the manner in which they 
have sought to oust their opponents and rea l i se that a return 
to such pol i t ical tactics can only do grave harm to the country 
by destroying stabi l ity and thus endangering the very base of 
democracy; and a l so that they w i l l  drastica l ly reduce the l i fe 

expectation of their pol i t ical parties i f  they ignore the people ' s  
desi re for early e lect ions and continue to manoeuvre for 
pure ly personal or part i san ends. 

20 June 1 958 

East Pakistan Crisis 

Last-minute efforts to save the Awami League Min istry in 
East Paki stan-through a new agreement wi th the National 
Awami Party-having fai led, the Ata-ur-Rehman Government 
has been compe l l ed to resign, after suffering an adverse vote 
in the Assembly on a cut  motion. Its fall w i l l  genera l ly be 
viewed wi th alarm and di smay. not because the Ministry had 
made any start l ing achievements, or even kept its conduct 
above reproach, but because the people  are jus ti fiably s ick 
and t i red of frequent ,  most ly unprinc ip l ed ,  M i n i steri a l  
changes. They also real ise that the present cri s is  cou l d  eas i ly 
jeopard i se the General E lection and involve the country in a 
convulsion that would  weaken i ts democratic foundations. 
The parties primari l y  re sponsible for a l lowing this  to happen. 
namely, the Awami League and the N ational Awami Party , 
are certainly not unaware of the grave repercussions that the 
l atest developments can have throughout the country ; and yet 
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they were unable to pul l  together in order to thwart the efforts 
of a coal i t ion which. whatever certain KSP leaders m ight 
say. seeks to res tore the system of communal electorates ,  
main ly in  order to avoid facing the General Election for 
another year or two. 

The biggest factor respons ible for the Awami League ' s  
pecul iar l ack of  res istance against the KSP attack i s  the deep 
rift that divides t he Party into two main groups. I t  seems 
obvious now that \1r H.S .  Suhrawardy and Mr Muj ib-ur
Rehman were not part icularly interested in he lping to keep 
the Ata Mini stry in office.  Therefore. their manoeuvres were 
apparently aimed at ensuring that the NAP-AL negotiations 
did not succeed. Apart from personal rivalries between the 
party " s  bosses. the organisation was also split by numerous 
squabbles on a lower level.  over minor offices and smal l  
favours. As a result .  i t  became difficult to check the numerous 
defections which depleted the strength of the Awami League 
and its coal i t ion partners . And. last ly .  the Government ' s  
fai l ure to handle the food and epidemics s ituat ion w i t h  
effic iency, and rumours that some of  Mr Ata-ur-Rehman ' s  
col leagues were taking advantage of their posit ion t o  l i ne 
their own pockets .  had deprived the party leadership of the 
support of many in the rank and fil e  whose loyalty could 
otherwise never have been impaired. 

As far as the National Awami Party is concerned. i ts  
final dec is ion to remain neutral i n  the tussle for power 
prov ides no salve for i ts Assembly Party " s rightly-troubled 
conscience. Apart from the fact that by remaining neutral the 
NAP sealed the fate of the Ata M i ni stry as effectively as i t  
could have done by voting with the Opposit ion. i ts  posit ion 
defies al l  logic .  For if the NAP fel t  that the Awami League 
Min istry deserved to be thrown out of office. and that its exi t  
would create a reasonable chance of a stable a l ternative 
Min istry being instal led. they should have voted with the 
Oppos it ion.  If. on the other hand. they fe l t  that the downfall 
of the Ata Min istry would throw the door wide open to chaos; 
that no stable Min istry could be set up to replace the Awami 
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League Coali t ion, and that Art ic le-93 might be promulgated 
and enforced for a long t ime.  the NAP should have continued 
its support of the Awami League Government irre spect ive of 
all other cons iderations.  I t  would have been a total l y  different  
matter if, right from the beginning, the NAP had kept away 
from M inisterial squabbles,  and voted on each questi on pure ly 
on i t s  merit s  wi thout bothering about the fluctuation of 
Min i sterial fortunes. B ut the NAP Central Parl i amentary 
Board wi l l  remember that, only three months ago, the NAP 
Assembly Party helped to  maintain the Ata Ministry in office. 
It is d ifficu l t  to see what bas ic change in the s ituation had 
taken place since March this year to just ify the Party ' s  sudden 
change of pol icy.  Nor can the formu lation of a five-point  
programme, which NAP leaders are peddl ing i n  legi s lat ive 
markets, help them to escape the ir share of the responsib i l i ty 
for precipitating Pak i stan ' s  latest pol i t ical cri s i s .  

No  defin i te indication i s  yet avai lable to  show what the 
future holds for East Pakistan and the rest of the country .  
Wi l l  the Opposit ion part ies be  able to  muster a clear majority 
and form a Government'? What wi l l  be the basic programme 
of the new coali t ion'? A lthough Mr Abu Hossain Sarkar has 
been commi ss ioned to form a new Min istry, final answers to 
these questions w i l l  be avai lable only after another three or 
four days. One would, in any case, l ike to hope that the cri s i s  
w i l l  not be  allowed to  spread and that, whatever m ay happen 
i n  East Pak i stan,  there w i l l  be no M i ni steri a l  changes 
e lsewhere, so that the elections can be held in  accordance 
wi th the schedule laid down by the Electi on Com m iss ion .  

26 June 1958 

Article 193 Again 

Although, on purely administrat ive grounds, a plausible case 
can be made out in favour of the Central Government ' s  
dec i s i on to  s uspend parl i amentary government  i n  Eas t  
Paki stan, i t  would have been far better, for a host of pol i tical 
reasons ,  i f  M r  Ata-ur-Rehman had been g iven  another 
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opportunity to establ ish h i s  c la im to the support of a steady 
majori ty i n  the East Paki stan Assembly. The Governor ' s  
report that a stable Mini stry could no t  be  formed i n  the 
Province. in addi t ion to the fact that the Budget had to be 
passed before 30 June, certain ly created a difficul t  s i tuation 
and gave a strong handle to those who anyhow favoured the 
imposit ion of Pres ident ' s  rule in East Pakistan . Neverthe less.  
i t  cannot be said that resort to Art icle 1 93 had become 
absolute ly  unavoidab le. The voting on the no-confi dence 
resolut ion against the Sarkar M ini stry c learly showed that the 
Awami League and its a l l ies had managed to obtain the 
support of a majority in the Legis lature .  The majority that the 
Awami League Coal i t ion enjoyed before it was ousted from 
power a few days ago was not substantial l y  greater than that 
which it has now been able to muster. and Mr Sarkar ' s  c la im 
to rule the Province was a great deal weaker because h is  brief 
v ictory was due ent ire ly to the l\at ional Awami Party ' s  
m istaken policy of remaining neutral o n  the crucial cut motion 
which was be ing  treated by both s ides  as an i ssue of 
confidence. W ith regard to the Budget.  1Ylr Ata-ur-Rehman ' s  
confident c laim that h e  would be able to secure i ts passage 
should have been put to the test, and Art ic le 1 93 promulgated 
only if he had fai led to make good his promise.  

Thi s  would obviously have been a wiser course to fol low. 
I n  the first p lace. the imposit ion of President ' s  rule i s  not a 
popular move under any circumstances :  and it i s  l i kely to be 
resented much more when, as i n  the case of East Pakistan, 
the seat of authority l ies more than 1 .000 miles across the 
ocean, and when the representat ion of the Province concerned 
in the Central GO\·emment is weak. Further. the possibi l ity 
ex i sts that the chaos created in  one PrO\ ince wi l l  spread to 
other parts of the country .  If  efforts are no\v made to break 
up the Coal i t ion at the Centre. it may lead to changes which 
wil l  not only endanger the holding of elections before the 
end of the year but also stult ify the Const i tut ion. whose ful l  
enforcement awai ts Paki stan ' s  first General Election. The fact 
that strange pol i t ical developments are rumoured to be taking 
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place in West Paki stan makes more real the threat of extra
constitutional act ion being taken in the name of saving the 
country from the effects of an emergency which, of course, 
wi l l  have been created by the would-be ' saviours ' themselves. 
In these grave c i rcumstances ,  it i s  necessary that the period 
of Pres ident ' s  rule in East Paki stan should be as brief as 
poss ib le .  As soon as the Budget has been certified, the 
Governor should be instructed to apply himself to the task of 
finding out which pol i t ical party enjoys the confidence of the 
Provincial Assembly so that it can be asked to form a new 
Ministry. 

W h i l e  we do n o t  approve of the  s u s p e n s i on of  
parl iamentary government in East Pakistan (for the fourth 
t ime since the present Legis lature was elected), those who 
arc shouting the l oudest against the betrayal of democracy 
need to be remi nded that they themselves  a re l arge l y  
responsible for the present unhappy s i tuation. The most 
important factor in East Pak istan ' s  latest cris i s  has been the 
spl i t  within the Awami League which deprived M r  Ata-ur
Rehman of the ful l  support of his party bosses. If Mr H. S .  
Suhrawardy and Mr Muj ib-ur-Rehman had not betrayed Mr 
Ata-ur-Rehman, the betrayal of democracy they complain 
about would not have been possible .  Therefore, the injury 
that has been done to the party is l argely self- in fl icted, and 
the Awami Leaguers are primarily the vict ims of their own 
c lever intrigues. On the other hand. while we have strongly 
cri t ic ised the NAP's  role during the recent cri s i s .  i t  i s  of 
interest to note that a large number of po lit ical groups are 
trying to make a whipping boy of the NAP-presumably, in 
order to prove that they can pass muster as friends of certain 
so-cal led friends of Pakistan . The facts, however, show that 
the N A P  had g i ven the Awami League ample notice that i ts  
support would be available only on the basis  of i t s  five-point 
programme. The Awami League had enough time to take a 
clear-cut dec i si on in regard to the NAP ' s  offer. Instead, i ts 
leaders prevaricated, some pull ing in one d irection and some 
in the other. Seemingly. the Muj ib-ur-Rehman group had 
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hoped that. during t h i s  cr is i s .  they would be able to topple 
Mr A t a- u r- R e hm an a s  Leader o f  t h e i r  P arty . and t h at 
somehow a new coal i t ion w i th a new Awami League C hief  
M i n i ster w o u l d  then emerge. Only when they rea l i sed.  after 
the A w a m i  League M i n i stry ' s  defeat on the floor of the 
House. that  i n  try i ng to change horses i n  m i d-steam the party 
w a s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  s u b m e rg e d .  they perfo r m e d  a q u i c k  
s o m e r s a u l t  a n d  a c c e p t e d  t h e  N A P ' s  d e m a n d s .  T h e  
opport u n i s m  o f  the A w a m i  League l e aders i s  i l l ustrated 
further by the fact that as soon as the chances of M r  A ta- ur
Rehman heading a new Cabinet became remote they started 
questioning the val idi ty .  and even the ex istence. of the i r  l atest 
agreement w i t h  the N A P.  

However one ' s  sympath ies  m ay be d i v i ded between the 
d ifferent actors in  the drama, no honest appra i sal of E ast 
Paki stan ' s  fast-mov ing events can avoid the conc l us ion that 
they strengthen the case for ensuring that e l ections are h e l d  
before t h e  end of th i s  year. Obv i o u s l y .  t h e  present chaot ic  
state of affairs cannot be ended w ithout g i v in g  the peop l e  of 
Pak i stan an opport u n i t y  to pronounce j u dgement on the 
conduct of v ar ious i nd i v iduals  and groups who h ave held the 
centre of the p o li t ica l  stage for a number of year'> .  To pro l ong 
the l ife o f  the e x i st ing Leg i s l atures an d t he Go\'ernments that 
they have thrown up.  or arc l i ke ly  to throw up.  would c learly 
be a d i s s e rv i c e  t o  the nation, al m o st as h arm fu l to the 
country ' s  interest as any move to di sregard and bypass the 
Consti tut ion i n  order to set up a non-parl i amentary regi m e .  

I I .  NWFP 

22 June 19-l7 

Saving the Investments 

The peop l e  of the Front ier Province have been given the r ight 
under the B ri t i sh p l an to vote on their future. W i thin a month 
the electorate '' i l l  dec ide '' hether the Prm i nce i s  to j o i n  
Paki stan or the Ind i an U n ion .  T h e  League l eaders h i p  i s  
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confident, and the Congress leadership sorely afraid, that the 
Pathans wi l l  choose for themselves the path of common sense, 
and wi l l  not be mis led by the machinations of the Khan 
brothers. Talks init iated by Abdul Ghaffar Khan. whom the 
H indu Press loves to call the Frontier Gandhi ,  are reported to 
be going on between the Congress  and the League . He  
conferred with the Quaid-i-Azam on  Thursday despite the 
boastful Press statement of his Secretary that the Frontier 
Gandhi could never dream of such a thing. The original Gandhi 
has also started offering public prayers for the success of the 
talks between the Quaid-i -Azam and Abdul Ghaffar Khan .  
What are the demands of  the Congress cl ique in  the Frontier? 
One would have thought that with the future of the Pathans i n  
the crucible, the demands of  the Congress would hinge on 
fundamental principles and the discussions would relate to high 
constitutional i ssues, to the future of the tribes or the economic 
development of Pathanland. But what has reached us through 
Press reports so far, leaving out the window dressing, shows 
that these fighters for complete independence who always cal l  
the Frontier League a body of  ' toadies, landlords and job
hunters ' are pressing for a settlement on the basis  of a ' fair' 
divis ion of the l oaves and fishes. They are prepared to accept 
Pakistan, we are told, even to join the M usl im League, if only 
Mr  J innah would let  Dr Khan stay in  office, i f  only the 
existence of the Khan brothers · private army, the Khudai 
Khidmatgars, would be guaranteed. It seems clear that, having 
realised the danger of a complete break-up of the Khan family ' s  
monopoly of  power, office and patronage. the Congress leaders 
are negotiat ing and are prepared to be sati sfied with a part, if 
getting the whole is no longer possible. Mr Gandhi ,  the apostle 
of Indian unity who even today talks in terms of one India, in 
loyalty to h i s  most faithfu l servants, has taken up cudgels  on 

thei r  behalf and expressed h is  support for a sovereign State of 
Pathanistan. He has even become concerned for Pathan l i fe 
and cu lture and the Pushto l anguage. I n  h is  latest prayer 
meeting he calls the referendum ' premature · and 'a leap in the 
dark' .  He appeals to the Musl im League to settle with the 
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K han brothers and avoid a · confl i ct " .  Why should the l ords of 
the Congress  fight shy of the referendum? What Mr Gandhi i s  
try ing s o  h ard t o  avoid now is  exact ly  what h e  pressed for so 
i n s i stentl y  in talks w i th M r  J innah in 1 944. S ure l y  it is c lear 
and just that the people of the Frontier should be al lowed to 
dec i de for themse l ves what they \Vant . The a l l -out Congress 
su pport for an i ndependent P at h an l and.  \\ h en they h a v e  
accepted P ak i stan on l y  under protest and w i th s u c h  bad grace, 
would be amusing \Vere it  not a serious attempt to weaken and 
di srupt Pak istan . I t  is the Congress High Command ' s  last throw 
to save the heavy i n vestments through Khan B rothers Ltd . .  the 
sole agents of Congress plutocracy i n  the area. The i ssue before 
the Frontier  people i s  c lear. We are confi dent that. despite the 
attempts of Congress agents to create confusion i n  the ran k s  of 
the great Pathan people. their  emphatic answer from both s i des 
of the border. regarding what they want. \\ i l l  he one s imple 
word-' Paki stan · .  

! This was . in al! prohahi!ity . Ma:lwr A li Khan ' s  first 

editorial in The Pakistan Times 1 .  

1 2  Jul� 1 947 

Diverse Tongues 

The controversy over the Pathan i stan demand by the Fro n t ier 
Congress c l i q ue has been before the I n d i an public for many 
days now.  Pandi t  J aw ah arlal Nehru .  the  Congress · expert ' on 
the Front ier  quest i on .  h ad so far maintained a d iscreet s i lence.  
H e  has spoken at l ast  t h rough a despatch addressed to h i s  

Publ i c  R e l at ions Officer i n  London and succeeded merely i n  
making confus ion more t horough l y  confounded.  H e  makes 
t h ree p o i n t s  in t h i s  l e t t e r :  t h at a mere b o y c o t t  ot  the 
re ferendum is  no · breach of fai t h ' :  that  t h e  Path,rn i -.tan 
dem and i s  on ly  a deman d  for an autonomous prO\ i nce i n  
e i ther Pak i stan o r  H i ndustan : and that the Front ier  Congress 
des i re no truck \\ i th  A fghani stan.  The quest im1 c f  \vhether 
the Congre ss boycott i s  a breach of fai t h  or not i s  an eth ica l  
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i ssue between the Congress High Command and the Viceroy. 
The Congress are welcome to a l l  the quibbling they are 
capable of. However.. t he people of the Frontier would l ike to 
know whether the Congress accepted ( as Pand i t  Nehru 
impl ies )  the 3 J une Plan. including the clause regarding the 
referendum in  the Frontier, or whether, as Abdul Ghaffar 
K h an proc l a i m s .  ' th e  referend u m  was  t he  s ubj ect  of  
correspondence between t he  Congress Work ing Committee 
and t he  V i ce ro y  and t he  fo rmer never agreed to t he  
referendum i n  the Frontier on  the i �sue outl ined for it · .  What 
exactly is the Congress posit ion'? Secondly, the Pandit has 
reiterated the defin i t ion of Pathanistan, as given time and 
again by Mr Gandh i .  This defin it ion i s  in direct contradiction 
to the rant ing of the Congress leaders in  the Frontier Province 
who maintain that by Pathan i stan they mean an independent 
sovereign s tate. Which ou t  ol t hese two interpretations i s  
au thor i ta t i ve '! H Path an i stan connotes mere Prov inc i a l  
autonomy. then a c  .. :ording to Abdul Cl h a lfar Khan h imself. 
th is  guarantee ha o., a l ready been g i '>·en  , , .  h i m  by the Quaid-i
Azam . The quest ion with regai , i  to 1.he Front ier Province, 
a l though of purely academ ic  i n tere s t .  again shows how 
difficu l t  i t  i:-.  for poor mortals to under"otand what the final 
Congress position i s .  Pandit Nehru has c1! cgorical ly stated 
that the Frontier Congress do not desire any amalgamation 
with Afghanistan . and \ve have Qazi Ata Ul lah,  a Frontier 
Congress Minister. who says. ' i f  we are to join any one we 
w i l l  prefe r  Afghan i s tan  t h an Pak i :-. tan ,  for w i t h  t he i r  
international outlook the K hudai K h idmatgars in al l i ance wi th 
Afghan i stan w i l l  be a stronger bulwark in  the defence of 
Ind ia  t han the Paki stan dom i n ion \v i th  the i r  communal  
outlook and friendship with other \Ve'>tern Musl im States · .  
The Qazi wants  t o  be o n e  with A fghan i st a n .  not i n  the 

interests of  the Pathans  or the Afgham. hut because thus · a  
stronger buhvark for the defence o f  Ind ia ·  wi l l  b e  created . 
W h at se l f-sacr i fi c i n g  l oya l ty  to h i -;  s a l t !  T h e  K h udai  
Kh i cl rnatgars wi th  the ir  ' international outl ook ' object to 
Paki stan ' s  friendship with Western Mu:-. l im States .  No one 
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need waste t ime to ask questions regarding th is  bri l l i an t  
analys is  of internat ional polit ics by  the wise Qaz i .  The final 
straw in  thi s  bundle of confusion, which i s  l i kely to break the 
back of the most patient s tudent of current  pol i t ics .  i s  Abdul 
Ghaffar ' s  statement that he would be prepared to join Pakistan 
if  given proper assurances about the future of the Khudai 
Khidmatgars. Why are the Khudai Khidmatgars anxious to 
have a spec ial future different from that of the other Pathans? 
I t  i s  difficu l t  to understand how leaders who owe allegi ance 
to the same princ ip l e s ,  and are members of the same 
organi sation .  can speak in  such confl icting terms .  I t  i s  not for 
us to say which of them is speaking the truth and which the 
opposite of truth.  We can only conclude that the Congress 
H igh Command is striving its hardest to disrupt the Pakis tan 
State. The actions of the Congress.  in the Frontier or in Delh i .  
cannot change the deci sion of  the Pathans which i s  already a 
fact and merely awaits formal declarat ion.  The future shape 
of things in the NWFP is  for the elected representat ives of 
that Province to decide .  si t t ing wi th those of the Punjab, S ind 
and Baluchistan . in  the Pakistan Constituent Assembly .  The 
ravings of the Pron tier Congress at the loss of power. prestige 
and patronage . the gnawing anxiety of Abdul Ghaffar for the 
future of h i s  private army, and the pueri le threats of ' trouble ' 
wi l l  not, and cannot , change the course of events-a course 
that can easi ly be foretold. 

19 July 1 947 

The Frontier 

The sands of t ime are running out for the Congress  in  the 
Frontier province as each day brings nearer the establ i shment 
of Pakistan .  The announcement of the 3 June Plan. giving 
Pathans the right to decide their own future. sounded the 
death kne l l  of th is  cl i4ue. tied in perpetuity to the apron 
strings of the Congress High Command. Forced to face the 
people. the Khan Brothers . aided and abetted by the H i ndu 
Press and H indu Congress leaders. started a campaign of 
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throwing dust in the eyes of their countrymen. To confuse 
the i s sue, the s logan of Pathan istan was raised. It meant 
nothing more than an attempt to go into Hindustan by the 
back door-a m i serable  trick which fai led m iserably .  The 
thousands of Pathans who voted in the Green box knew 
exact ly what they were voting for. The Congress  boycott 
s logan was an admiss ion of defeat even before the battle 
began. The boycott. however. was only a technical boycott :  
the  Congress campaigned for al l  i t  was worth ;  i ts  propaganda 
lorries chased each other round the countrys ide, its l eaders 
raved and ranted, the heavi ly-armed 'non-violen t '  Red Shirts 
paraded through town and country-only the Congress would 
not ask for votes in  the Red box for the very s imple reason 
that it could not get very many. The tactics of the Khan 
group have since become more frenzied and more intricate . 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan i s  act ive again on the bargaining front. 
His son Abdul Ghani Khan breathes fire and thunder and 
plays at soldiers with h i s  Zalme Pakhtoon. Dr Khan proclaims 
that only Pathans wil l  move him out of his  min i sterial chair. 
What is all this pother about? The Pathans ' verdict wi l l  soon 
be known, the i r  representat ives w i l l  draw up the future 
Constitution and they wi l l  elect the persons to rule them . 
Why then the secret parleys, the threats of violence and the 
' stay- in strikes ' ?  If Abdul Ghaffar has genuine fears at the 
hands of Punjabis and S indhis ,  which he never had at the 
hands of marwaris, he should inform the world what they 
are. If his  fears are for Pathan rights and in terests and not for 
the self-created pri v i l eges and i nterests of the Khan brothers, 

then let these be tested on the anvi l  of publ ic opinion. Whi le 
the father i s  engaged i n  peace parleys, the swashbuckl ing son 
shouts :  'Ta/war se lenge Pathanistan ' .  From whom is this 
m iserabl e  Sancho goin g  to  take Pathani stan when Pathans 

rule the land? The mental state of the impulsive Dr Khan i s  
even  more p i t i ab le :  every t ime  he  opens h i s  mouth he 
contradicts h imself. He promised to res ign if th irty  per cent 
of the electorate voted for Pak istan : since a m uch greater 
number have done so, he changes h i s  tune and says he wi l l  
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stay in office and the Pathans alone can remove h i m .  H e  
further said t h at even i f  a l l  h i s  K hudai K h i d m atgars j o i ned 
Pakistan he \\ o u l ci not .  Fal l from power is a lways pathet ic  
but i t  n eed n ot a l  ways be undignified. Dr Khan S ah ib could 
s t i l l  s a l vage b o t h  h i s  d i g n i t y  and h i s  p a t r i o t i s m if  he 
reconci led  h i m s e l f  to the  verdict  of his  people i n stead of 
t ry i ng t o  sow t h e  seeds of c i v i l  w ar a m o n g  t h e m  b y  
provocative d i srupt ion .  

30 July 1 947 

Frontier Policy 

The obduracy of the Front ier  Congress i n  refu sing to q u i t  
offi ce after t h e i r  dec i s i v e  defeat i n  t h e  refere n d u m  runs 
counter to a l l  l aw s  of pol i t ica l  decency.  A l on g  wi th  the  
Congress  refu sal to re s ign .  the Zal m e  Pakh toon i t  seem s  has 
begun ih task of terror is ing the peop le .  The last  few days 
have brough t  reports of the assass i n at ion of M us l i m  League 
workers in m any p l ac e s .  In the teeth of fi erce Congre s s  
opposi t ion .  t h e  Pathans .  by a v a s t  majori ty.  voted themselve s  
i n to Pak i stan . I f  the M i n i stry does not accept the verdict  of 
the peop l e .  the o n l y  honourable course left to them is  to 
re s i gn and make m o m  for t h o se \\ ho repre s e n t  t he true 
aspirations of the peop l e .  They m u s t  re al i se that the ir  present 
pc>l icy is cert a i n  to l ead to c i v i l  w ar. which acc ord i n g  to their  

repeated proc l amations they and their  Congress gurus want 
e arnestl y  t o  avoid.  Dr K h an i n  a fl ash of honest t h i n k i ng had 
rea l i sed the  w i sdom of re s igning from offi ce i f  the League 
\\ u n  the referendum. but he has been overruled by h is younger 
bro t her. the power beh i n d  the K h an - K h an n a  throne.  M an y  
months ago. when t h e  Paki stan issue \\ as s t i l l  i n  t h e  mel t i ng 
pot . t h e  K h an b rothers  cle terrn i n e cl to fi g h t  for A k hand 
H i ndustan .  and c h a l lenged the League to fi ght  t h e  i s sue out  
before the e lectorate of the Province .  When the t i m e  came 
for the batt le of \'Ole'> .  and the t\\ O  ideo logies  of Paki stan and 
Akhan d  H i ndustan -.,rood before the Parhan peopl e  to m ake 
the ir  choice.  the Congress  ran away from the fig h t .  They are 



Di sgraceful E xh ibi t ion 

now demanding a General Election. If the referendum was 
their  Moscow , the i r  present pol i cy  w i l l  make the next 
e lections their  Waterloo. Dr Khan should real ise that the 
benevolent support of Mr Gandhi for the Pathani stan slogan 
can only lead to its complete exposure as a move to d isrupt 
Mus l im sol i darity and weaken Paki stan: and the Afghan 
Government ' s  notes g iv ing unsought advice can only be 
t reated by the  M u s l i m s  of I n d i a  as  an u nw arranted  
interference with the internal affairs of  a sovere ign State .  The 
only course of action sanctioned by common sense and 
hallowed by genuine patriot ism is for the Frontier Premier to 
give up his  a l l iance wi th the Patel s  and Gandhis ,  to join 
hands with the M usl im League and shoulder the tremendous 
tasks of reconstruction fac ing the Pathans .  The constitutional 
tangle of the NWFP w i l l  soon be solved in spite of the 
Congress ,  i nabi l i ty to abide by the rules of the game . The 
next problem which demands the attent ion of League leaders 
is that of the relations of Pakistan with the Tribal Areas. The 
h i story of the independent tribes s ince B ri t i sh  rule was 
establ ished is a complicated one . The territory was ostensibly 
not r ich enough for imperia l i s t  exploitat ion.  So Britai n ' s  only 
interest in the tribesmen was dictated by imperiali s t  m i l i tary 
strategy. A quiet Frontier was wanted to allow Bri tish arms 
to keep Afghani stan in the B rit ish sphere of i nfluence i n  
view of  fears of  Russian expansion :  a somewhat turbulent 
Frontier was not always undesirable, to show the need for a 
big Indian Army and to ensure that i t  had a training ground.  
Pak i s tan has  no  fears of R u s s i an at tacks .  and as for 
Afghanistan, we hope to l ive in peace and friendship with al l  
our ne ighbours ,  w i th mu tua l  respect for each othe r ' s  
independence and sovereignty. Therefore the Bri t i sh method 
of winning over the tribes by l arge subsidies alternating with 

aerial bombing is not for us. The Forward Pol icy provided by 
bombers and tanks must yield to a policy which seeks to 
estab li sh  friendly re lations between the tribal territory and 
the settled d istricts. Pakistan should offer all help for the 
future development of the territory, which is reported to be 
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rich in m ineral wealth. This would make for the tribes settl ing 
down and devoting their attention to the arts of peace, since 
now war i s  no longer on the agenda. With the development 
of industry the people could be rescued from their present 
boredom and poverty. which are the main problems of the 
tribesmen. The tribesmen have maintained a freedom from 
direct foreign ru le :  in al l i ance with Pak i stan they can ach ieve 
freedom from hunger and want.  from ignorance and i l l i teracy. 
This .  however. is  a long-range programme. The first essential 
is  to convince these brave people that our intentions are the 
friend l iest possible. To do so we must l iqu idate the legacy 
which B ritain leaves us of aids and ransoms. of bribery and 
bombs. The old Frontier policy must be buried and a policy 
based on mutual trust and good will de\' ised to take i ts place . 

27 August 1 9�7 

The Frontier 

In  the l ast  few days events i n  the North-West  Frontier 
Province have moved wi th great speed. The constitutional 
rights and wrongs of the d ismissa l  of the Khan-Khanna 
Mini stry can be left for legal pundits to argue about. but i t  is  
obvious that a Congress Min i stry which was refus ing to 
acknowledge al l egiance to the S tate of which the Frontier 
Province had become a part by the will of the people directly 
exercised. was an anachronism which could not be tolerated 
for long by the people of the Province. When the Pakistan 
flag was being hoi sted on 1 5  August in Cunningham Park 
and lakhs of Pathans from both sides of the borders were 
gathered there to sal ute the flag of the new S tate, the Frontier 
Ministers were seen rec l in ing in  the Premier ' s  bungalow 
reading newspapers from Delhi .  I t  i s  better that they should 
continue their s i t-down strike elsewhere and al low others to 
work in creating a genuine Pathani stan within the Mus l im 
State of  Pakis tan . We said on many occasions that Dr Khan 
Sahib and his  friends could not for long remain s i t t ing on the 
fence . being in hut not 11 ' itlz Pakistan. We had urged them to 
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accept Pakistan and work for the batterment of the Pathan 
people as i t s  loyal cit izens, joining hands with the l eaders of 
the Musl im League. This was their patriotic duty; for their 
loyalty to the Pathan people should have transcended their 
l oyalty to the Congress High Command.  B ut this they refused 
to do for reasons known only to them. If the reported decis ion 
of Dr Khan Sahib to res ign from active politics and devote 
h imself to rural up lift i s  correct, we welcome it as a wise 
step .  While we would have preferred to see all Pathans stand 
s h o u l der to s h o u l de r  to face the  i m me n se t a sk  of  
reconstruction, fail ing this i t  i s  best that the Frontier Congress 
should  leave the field clear for the Mus l im League and desist 
from providing obstruction in  i ts  work. The League Ministry 
tak ing  offi ce i n  these  c irc ums tances  w i l l  have to be  
part icu l ar ly  v ig i l an t ,  and we confident ly  h ope that the 
promises made by the new Premier to safeguard the interests 
of the common man and to root out all corruption and jobbery 
w i l l  be ful ly implemented. The Premier ' s  assurances to the 
minorities and the congratu latory messages of Congress 
l eaders are also a step in the right direction and will be 
welcomed by a l l  friends of the Frontier. 

10 May 1 949 

Frontier Plotting 

It w i l l  be remembered that the Front ier Government ' s  
'discovery' of a conspiracy to murder Khan Abdul Qaiyum 
Khan, announced with such brazen confidence about two months 
ago, was treated by the people and Press in Pakistan with a 
certain amount of scepticism. The nearly-martyred Premier had 
declared that a group of Hazara Red Shirts and Mus l im 
Leaguers, i n  coll usion wi th  certain e lements in India, had 
hatched a deep-l aid  plot to assassinate him, overthrow his 
Government and thereby stop the accession of Kashmir to 
Pakistan; it was also alleged that money was being received 
from outside the country in return for vital information. Further 
detail s  were not made public and people were left to think out 
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for themselves how the murder of a Provincial  Premier could 
have led to a coup d' ctat. or how such an unfortunate occurrence 
was expected to be the deciding factor in the K ashmir Plebiscite. 
These and other doubts. arising from the fact that the ' di sclosure ' 
coincided with the B udget session of the Frontier Assembly,  
were more widely fel t  than expressed: so serious were the 
charges that many thought i t  wi ser to refrai n  from comment and 
await further developments. Later, more than one Frontier leader 
described the whole business as a cheap stunt meant to di vert 
p u b l i c  atten t i o n  fro m  the Q a i y u m  \l i n i s try " s i ncreas i ng 
unpopularity: i t  was said that the p lot to create the murder p lan 
had been necessitated by a perfectly legal and consti tutional 
move to overthrow the M i n i stry and that by arresting one and 
threatening other M LA s  the Prem ier had man aged to g ive  
h i mself another lease of  l ife . During the same period the Frontier 
secession tried to cover up the secession of one faction in the 
League party by trying to identify it w ith the jagirdari i ssue:  
i ncreased restrictions were placed on the publ ic and the Press; 
and attempts. fortunate ly unsuccessfu l .  \\ ere made to l i m i t  the 
power and j urisdiction of the l aw courts.  And now. before the 
haheas corpus petitions filed by the Opposit ion MLA and five 
others could be heard. their release has been ordered. The official  
commun ique.  pre s um ably i ntended to exp l a i n  thi:s  s u dden 
decision ,  i s  a pecu l i ar document; w ith extreme naivete . the world 
is told that · in vest igat ions carried out at the order of the 
Prov incial Government by the C I D  indicate that there is  doubt 
as to the g u i lt of the accused and in v iew of that.  further 
detention of these persons is  not j ustified · .  Were these persons 
then arre sted without sufficient proofl What \\ as the bas i s  of 
the elaborate and hair-rais ing story of foul deeds being p l anned 
at the i nstance of mysterious pundits and of \·aluable inforrnation 
being sold to Sheikh Abdul lah·) Were the ori g inal statements of 
the Frontier Prem ier based on bazaar rumour or were they 
merely the product of some police officer ' s  fert i le  brain'? And 
i n  any case. why should i t  take t\\ O l ong months for the C I D " s  
doubts t o  m ature'.i Whatever b e  the truth.  the Frontier Premier 
owes the people of Pak i stan a better e xplanat ion than the one 
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furnished by the non-committal official communique justifying 
the release of this batch of detenus: what really needs to be 
justified is their arrest and eight weeks · detention. Khan Abdul 
Qaiyum Khan 's  actions as Premier have seldom conformed to 
the standards of good government and his ideas about democracy 
and the rule of law would put any Basuto to shame. H i s  
Government"s i nabi l ity to  tackle the problems of  the common 
man and the policy of ruthless repression arc earning the 
Ministry and the Muslim League widespread opprobrium among 
the Frontier people. We have no doubt that when democracy 
can be restored in that Province. the people wil l  ensure that for 
the future they choose representatives devoted more to public 
service than public office. But in the present case, the Frontier 
Premier' s action cannot be dismissed with the hope that it brings 
his nemesis  nearer. The 'murder plot ' may be regarded by his 
advisers as the latest i n  parliamentary tactics. but i t  has had 
unfortunate country-wide and even international repercussions. 
The Indian Government lodged a protest with the Pakistan 
Government; and certain inj udicious remarks by the Indian 
Premier led to a counter-protest from Karachi .  The gross 
irresponsibil ity of the Frontier Government in handling this case 
must be properly investigated and the real truth established. If a 
conspiracy of some sort did ex i st . who and where are the 
culprits? And if the whole affair was a piece of sensation
mongering. the Frontier Premier is guilty of i l legally  detaining 
a number of innocent persons, of using highly objectionable 
methods to secure his own pol itical ends, and of causing the 
Government and people of Pakistan a great deal of unnecessary 
embarrassment. In ei ther case, the Central Government should 
take immediate action i n  the matter. 

25 June 1 949 

Mr Qaiyum's Inanities 

Dizzy with power. the Frontier Premier raves and rants at 
everybody who dares rai se his voice in protest against the 
Fron t i e r  M i n i s try ' s  p o l i t i c s .  I nebr ia ted w i th h i s  own 
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importance. flattered by sycophants among both offic ia ls  and 
MLAs, feared by the t imid and tolerated by some for the 
sake of so-called · unity ' .  Mr Abdul Qaiyum Khan has now 
even started talking l ike a fascist dictator from Latin America. 
His recent d iatribe against  the Punjab Press i s  devoid of a l l  
reason. whi le his al legation that the Lahore newspapers had 
been bribed by Frontier jagirdars merely betrays the primi t ive 
crudeness of his own mind. If this t inpot dictator was not 
te l l ing a del iberate l ie. he should have the moral courage to 
name the newspaper concerned. If he cannot do so. because 
t h i s  charge . l i ke the  fa i ry - t a l e s  of m u rder  p lo t s  and 
conspiracies ,  i s  a creation of his  own brain. and he st i l l  wishes 
to be regarded as a gentleman. he should apologise publ icly 
for maligning the whole Lahore Press. The Frontier Premier 
should not talk so much, if he can do no better than the arrant 
nonsense he inflicted on his Abbottabad audience. Mr Abdul 
Qaiyum h/ames the Punjab Press for exposing the misdeeds 
of the M amdot Cabinet, for crit ic i sing the inactivity of the 
League organisation. and for demanding the earliest poss ible 
end of Section 92-A. According to him. responsibil i ty for al l  
that has happened in the West Punjab fall s  entirely on the 
Lahore Press and not on the unprincipled pol i t ic ians who 
exploited the name of the Mus l im League. deceived the 
people and were interested only in their own power and 
prest ige .  However s tupid such an argument .  Mr Abdul  
Qaiyum Khan · s  keen advocacy of i t  i s  not  d iffi cu l t  to  
understand. Thi s  Frontier leader seems to be labouring under 
the delus ion that a manoeuvred majority in the Legi s lature 
and the support of a gerrymandered League organisation give 
him the l i cence to ride roughshod over people ·s rights and 
contravene every rule of decent .  democratic government . The 
latest outburst on the part of Mr Qaiyum probably means that 
he has managed to convince Mr Liaquat Ali Khan that as 
Frontier Premier he is indispensable and irreplaceable .  Bu t  
we hope th is  i s  no t  true .  for unless Mr Qaiyum can learn to 
change h i s  ways he i s  probably a far more serious danger to 
the Frontier 's stabi l i ty than many of those whom he has so 
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l ight-heartedly jailed. The Central Government must seriously 
th ink of cleaning up the mess in the Frontier, and i f  no other 
so lut ion is possible,  new elections on the basis of adul t  
franchise should b e  ordered. 

2 1  December 1 949 

Frontier Problems 

Mr Liaquat Al i  Khan ' s  recent tour of the North-West Front ier 
may be regarded as an unqual ified success i f  i t s  main purpose 
was to test the l oyalty of the Pathans to the State of Pakistan . 
The enthus iasm with which the Premier was greeted in the 
Frontier S tates ,  the Tribal Areas and the Frontier Province 
provides ample proof of the people ' s  devotion to their country 
and their  desire to see it strong and prosperous. This ,  however, 
could hardly  be the object of the Premier ' s  v i s it ,  for no 
grounds exis t  for any misgivings wi th regard to the Frontier 
people ' s  patriot ism. There may be a handful of in terested 
persons work ing to keep the ' Frontier problem ' al ive or even 
a few paid agents of fore ign powers trying to create trouble, 
but there is no reason for anyone to fear that any such moves 
wi l l  find a welcome among the brave and honest people  of 
this  area. B ut this  does not i n  any way mean that the Frontier 
reg i o n s  c a n  or s h o u l d  be n e g l ec t ed  by the  Centra l  
Government.  The people of th i s  important part of Pakistan 
face many acute problems, which should receive the Central 
Government ' s  most urgent attention . The autocratic regimes 
in  the Frontier S tates and the backwardness of the Tribal 
Areas are probably  two of the most important ,  while the 
Qaiyum M in istry constitutes a problem by i tself. 

As far as the States are concerned, we have on many 
previous occasions whol eheartedly e n dorsed the popular 
demand for al l  pol i t ical power to be vested in the hands of the 
people, and we repeat that such a transformation is necessary 
not only because it would be just and democratic, but also 
because it provides the surest guarantee of stabi l ity and greater 
strength, both material and moral . The Tribal Areas deserve to 
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be tackled a l ittle more carefu l ly ,  but here too the need for 
changing the present administrative structure i s  as great. Certain 
dec l arat ions have been made w i th regard to the future 
development of these parts and it would be no surprise to learn 
that some Committees are fidd l ing with files marked 'Tribal 
Areas ' .  but so far no c lear ind ications are avai lable to show 
how government intends to replace the B rit ish system of 
Governing the area through heavy subsidies to tribal maliks or 
in what way it wi l l  bring the necessary economic security to 
the l ives of our tribal brethren . The soc ial . pol it ical . and 
economic development of the tribal territory deserves the 
highest priority and we hope that those in authority are aware 
of the necessity for speeding up their plans. 

The situation in  the Frontier Province i s  far from sati sfactory 
and we have repeatedly drawn the Centre ' s  attention to the 
various iniquities perpetrated by the Qaiyum \1 inistry. But i t  
seems .  we hope incorrectly. from some of  Mr Liaquat Al i  
Khan's  utterances that he has been sati sfied with the Front ier 
Premier 's  ·explanat ion · of the publ ic clamour against his regime. 
Even during the Pakistan Premier ' s  stay in the Province, the 
Frontier Government could not refrain from misusing the Safety 
Act, this t ime to pil lory a journal ist .  when the obvious and 
proper course for any c iv i li sed administration v .. ould have been 
to put the alleged offender on trial under the ordinary law. The 
absence of c iv i l  l iberties. however. is only  one facet of the 
NWFP"s administration: other evi l s  l ike nepotism and corruption 
are by no means unknown and i t  is qu ite obvious that on the 
whole the common people are extremely dissatisfied with the 
present state of affairs. 

If the Paki stan Premier' s tour is to be real ly usefu l ,  h is  
fi rst-hand s tudy of the s i tuat ion in  the different Frontier 
reg ions must lead to the adopt ion of a more definite pol icy 
towards the \·arious local problems. \Ve wou ld  l ike to hope 
that the pol i te speeches made by Mr Liaquat Al i  Khan in the 
Frontier States or the Frontier Province do not mean that . as 
far as he i s  concerned. the doors to immediate and badly
needecl reforms are c losed . 
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28 February 1 95 1  

Frontier Elections 

The NWFP Premier revealed recentlv that a General Election 
on the bas is  of adul t  franchise would be held in  that Province 
before the end of this year. The deci s ion not to prolong the 
l i fe of the present truncated Assembly w i l l  genera l ly  be 
welcomed, but those who have any knowledge of pol i t ical 
condi t ions in  the Frontier Province w i l l  agree that unless the 
Qaiyum Min istry can he prt'Vai led upon to restore fu l l  c iv i l  
l ibert ies ,  the proposed electiom wi l l  be nei ther free nor fai r .  
Today, the free 1 1 se of the Frontier Crimes Regul ations, the 
Safety Act, and other medieval security  measures ,  has st ifled 
a l l  pol i t ical l ife . and Opposi t ion parties virtual ly function as 
i l legal organ isat ions . The i r  act ive  members are hounded by 
pol ice s leuths.  hundreds of them have been arrested and 
detained wi thout trial . or with a trial that mocks the normal 
process of c iv i l i sed laws, whi le a variety of pressures are 
used to s i l ence or win over the Government ' s  cri t ics .  The 
local Press i s  effect ively gagged and is in any case very 
undeve loped. The Mus l im League organi sation, deprived of 
what l i t t le internal democracy i t  ever had.  has been made 
completely subservien t to the Min isterial fact ion and can 
hardly be regarded as a l ive pol i t ical party. 

An atmosphere of fear---created by the ever-present threat 
of internment, externment. or arrest-is hardly conducive to 
the free exercise of the people ' s  right to vote. No election 
held under these c i rcumstances can be confused with the usual 
democratic practice, and unless the Frontier Government can 
be persuaded to reverse i ts present pol ic ies ,  i t s  t i t le to rule 
the Province in  the name of the people wil l  be as untenable 
after the elect ions as it is today . It is, perhaps ,  of some 
significance that after announcing his plans for the election 
at a publ ic  meeting, the Frontier Premier asked his audience 
to compare the s i tuation in h is  Province with Afganistan ' s  
undi luted ol igarchy .  H e  pointed out ,  with cons iderable pride. 
that the people of the N WFP enjoyed far greater rights than 
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the c i t izens of the i r  northern neighbour. Afghanistan. This i s  
undoubtedly  true. but, unl ike Mr Abdul Qaiyum Khan, the 
people of Pakistan w i l l  not be satisfied with a status that may 
be better than that of Afghanistan ' s  downtrodden masses but 
certainly does not come up to ordinary democratic standards .  
Unless  normal c iv i l  l iberties are restored in  the Province and 
some freedom of expre s s i on and assoc i a t i o n  for the  
Opposit ion assured. the proposed General Election w i l l  not 
solve any of the NWFP " s  problems and the goal of gen uine 
democracy w i  I I  once aga in  be bypassed i n  favour  of 
something that can only be described as  i t s  caricature .  

2 8  April 1951  

Khudai Khidmatgars 

In  response to an assurance given l ast month by the Frontier 
Governor that the Government would consider the lJUestion 
of re leasing the detained Khudai Khidmatgar leaders if  they 
c larified their party" s position 1·is-a- 1 ·is Paki stan and pledged 
loyalty to the State. Khan Yahya Jan. a former Congress  
Min i ster. has issued a press statement explaining his  party " s  
stand. Cit ing.  a s  an example. the oaths o f  al legiance to the 
S tate taken by the i r  l eaders.  he avers that the Khudai 
K h idmatgars  · l oy a l t y  and a l l e g i ance  to  P a k i s t a n  i s  

· un4uestionable and beyond doubt " .  W i t h  regard to their 
a l leged assoc i ation with the Pukhtoonistan racket. Mr Yahya 
Jan states that his  party only seeks to change the name of the 
present North-West Frontier Province to make i t  conform to 
the n om enclat u re of the other Pak i st a n i  Pro v i nces .  

In view of the forthcoming General Elect ion i n  the 
'.'; \VFP. the lJ Uest ion of l i ft ing the ban on the Kh udai 
Khidmatgars and re leasing their leaders wi l l .  presumably .  be 
cons idered at the highest leve l .  It is a fact that. l i ke many 
other pol i t ical part i e s  and groups. the Khudai Kh idmatgars 
were in the past  opposed to the i dea of Paki s tan and 
performed strange antics to pre\ ent i ts  fru i t ion.  B ut the other 
such part i e s .  some of them wi th no c l ai m  to genu i n e  
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convi ct ions or a record of public service, have not been denied 
ex istence . The Khudai Khidmatgars were penal ised because 
they were al leged to have continued their oppos it ion to 
Pak i s tan even after its estab l i shment and on the charge that 
they are not prepared to l ive as loyal c i tizens of our State. 
These charges are denied by the Khudai Khidmatgars .  

It is  of great importance that the real truth about them 
should  be estab l i shed. This  is demanded by every tenet of 
democracy and just ice .  Impartial adjudication would have 
been the best course to adopt in  order to test the val id i ty of 
the grounds on which the present Frontier Premier took action 
against the Khudai Khidmatgars. But if i t  i s  not possible at 
this stage to put the matter before a court of law, the dec i s ion 
about them should be taken by the Prime Min ister of Pakistan 
in consultation wi th the Frontier Governor. When action was 
original l y  t aken, Mr Abdul Qaiyum was trying to stabil ise 
h i s  new Min istry. and today he i s  faced wi th an elect ion that 
w i l l  dec i de i t s  fate .  Cons idering h i s  reputat ion for not  
possessing an over-sens i t ive pol i tical  conscience, we urge 
Mr Liaquat Al i  Khan to g ive the matter h is  personal attention 
and ensure that ful l  just ice i s  done to a pol i t ical group which 
feel s  that it has been unfairly treated . 

30 Decem ber 1951  

Future of Democracy 

Recent events in the NWFP cannot be dismissed l ightly as 
the resul t  of the aberrations of an over-ambi t ious pol i t ic ian 
which concern only the persons who found their way to the 
Leg i s l ature barred by offi c i al i n terference .  m i suse  of 
executive authority,  and del iberate perversion of the election 
machi nery .  The g l amour of the candidates defeated at the 

polls by such methods is ful ly  just ified and, except for those 
whose own past record in the matter of pol i t ical fairness i s  
su l l ied, they deserve publ ic  sympathy.  I t  i s ,  however. much 
more i mportant to real i se that even i f  one per cent of the 
charges level led against  the Front ier admin is tration are true,  
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and the vanous a l legat ions h ave not so far been d i sproved.  

then the  people o f  the  Front ier  Prov i nce have been deprived 

of their democrat ic  r ight  to choose their O\\ n rulers .  ft  i s  

h ardly necessary t o  d i l ate upon the  serious consequences t h at 

are l ik e l y  to ari se from such a s i tuat i o n .  Apart from other 
factors . i t  i s  obv i ous  that i f  a Prov i n c i a l  :\1i n i stry is  a l lowed 
t o  perp e t u ate i t �  regime by fl out ing the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and 

di s regard i n g  the  e l ementary ru l e s  of democrac y .  i t  is l i k e l y  to 

c re a t e  m a s s  d i s c o n t e n t .  fru s trat i o n .  a n d  c yn i c i s m .  a n d  
underm i ne t h e  pePp l e · s  fai t h  i n  demmTat ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

the rul e  o f  law.  

There can be no doubt  t h at the restorat i o n  of fu l l  c i v i l  

l i bert i e s  i n  every Pro v ince o f  Pak i s tan h a s  become a task of 

m aj o r  n a t i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e .  T h e  F ro n t i e r \1 i n i s t r y · s  
p ro t e s t a t i o n s  o f  i n n o c e n c e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  e l e c t i o n  

m alpract ices  can carry l i tt l e  com· ict iun \\ hen i t  i s  seen that 

n en after ha\ ing \\ On the  e l ect ion . and despite the support of 

such a l arge m ajori ty  in the Assembly.  the po l i c y  of po l i t ical  

repre s s i on has not  been abandoned b u t  i ntens i fied . Fol i o\\ ing 

t h e  format i o n  of an A l l-Part i e s  Const i t u t ional  R i ghts D e fence 

Committee .  i ts Convenor. Vlr Fida l\1 ohammad Khan. and 

t v•o other pol i t ica l  workers h ave been i nterned and gagged.  
They cannot  lea\ e the Pe;,, ha war Dis !  n L·t  or rc li.1il \\ i t lrnut  the 

prev ious written perm i s si on of the Deputy Com m i s s i o ner or 

addre s s  a p u b l i c  meeting and. what [ -,  utterly r id iculous .  they 
h�l\ e been ordered · n ot to cl i sseminatt'  a n y  ne\\ s or prop�1gate 

any opi n i on · .  The Pir S ah i b of Mank i Sharif  has heen ordered 

not to lca\ e the area o f  the Nowshera pol ice stat i o n .  S im i l ar 
not ices  are reported tCl h a\ e been S C I'\ ed l l l l  h undreds Of 
other'>. The palpable m i s u s e  of securi ty Lrn s for pol i t ica l  
ends i s  not confi n e d  to the Fro n t i e r  Prm i n c c  . . . 

As the c u s todian of the C o n s t i t u t ion i t  1 s  the C:ntre ' :,  
duty t o  e m ur e  that  the Con.., t i tu t ion i s  hunourcd and r\' · pcctecl 
i n  e v e r y  part  o f  Pak i s t an :  t h e  C e n t re a l s o  h a >  · pt:'r: i al 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e "  a s  t a r  a "  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  � tre c o n c c 1 1 1 ,? d .  
Therefore . u n l e s s  t h e  Qaiyum \ ! i n i st ry c an rcfut '' : h e  charges 
leve l led against  i t  by the representat ives of t>ve ry pol i t i 1.· al 
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party i n  the country-including the Mus l im League-the 
Central  Government should set aside the recent H i tlerian 
elections and al low the Frontier people to exerc ise thei r  
franchise once again under an  impart i a l  admi n is tration .  
Further, the Central Mus l im League organi sation-unless i t  
accepts the verdict of  i ts opponents that i t  is  no l onger a 
genuine pol it ical party but a conglomeration of groups led by 
persons who are ei ther in  office or are trying to capture 
power- must take necessary action to set i ts house i n  order. 
In fact ,  the deve lopments that have taken place in the Frontier 
Province. and may be repeated in S ind or East Bengal, make 
it absolutely necessary for al l  Pakistan i s-irrespective of party 
affi l iations-to get together and dev i se effective means to 
safeguard their most valuable heritage-the inherent right of 
our people to polit ical freedom and a truly democratic form 
of Government. 

26 April 1 953 

Frontier Ministry 

The vacancy created by the inclus ion of Khan Abdu l  Qaiyum 
Khan in the Central Cabinet has been fi l led in  a manner that 
brings l i ttle credit to the Frontier Mus l im League Assembly 
Party. Whatever the reasons which governed the new Pakistan 
Premier ' s  selection of the former Chief M i ni ster of the N WFP 
as Central Min i ster for Food and Industries ,  the nomination 
of the Provincial  Inspector-General of Pol i ce to head the 
Front ier  M i n i stry i s ,  to say the leas t .  a novel  pol i t i ca l  
expe r imen t .  Apar t  from i t s  o ther  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  the 
app o i ntmen t  of  S ardar  Abdur  Rash i d  Khan as  Ch ief  
M i n i ster-which,  s ign ifi cantly.  was fi rst announced a t  a 
pol ice parade-i ndicates e ither t hat  no one in the M u s l i m  

League Assembly Party was considered f i t  to inherit Abdul 
Qaiyum Khan ' s  mantle or that the imposit ion of a senior 
pol ice officer on the party was the only way to contro l  
personal and group rivalr ies .  In  any case . i t  i s  obvious that 
Khan Abdul Qaiyum K han wi l l ,  at any rate for the present, 
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continue to guide the dest iny of h is  Province. He has been 
able to secure the appointment of a personal nominee, the 
res t  of the :Vl i n i s t ry rem ains unchanged except for the 
promot ion  to M in i stership of a Par l iamentary Secretary 
known for his devot ion and loyalty to the outgoing Chief 
Min i ster. and Khan Abdul Qaiyum Khan intends to retain the 
Pre s iden t sh ip  of the Fron t i e r  M u s l i m  League and h i s  
membersh ip o f  the Provincial Assembly. Th is  means that the 
new \1 in i stry wi l l  remain wedded to the pol icies of Abdul 
Qaiyum Khan. \vho w i l l  continue to function as di! facto 

Chief M in i ster of the Province. Such a state of affairs w i l l  
natural l y  no t  sat i sfy those who were beginning t o  see in the 
recent min isterial changes a promi se of the NWFP \ ;  re lease 
from authoritarian i sm and a return to the rule of normal l aw: 
i t  w i l l  also disappoint those who forgave Khan Abdul Qaiyum 
Khan many of hi s polit ical s ins on account of his pract ical  
and d irect approach to both admin i strat ive and po l i t i cal 
problems. 

With regard to the new Chief M inister. it cannot as yet 
be said wi th certainty whether he i s  merely expected to hold 
the fort temporari ly for the ex-Chief Min i ster or whether the 
Provincial League has been given a nnv leader on a mure or 
less permanent ba, i s .  In e ither case. the unorthodox expedient 
adopted to maintain the Muslim League ' s  uni ty creates an 
unhappy preceden t  and i s  l ikely to make more turbid the 
a l ready muddy waters of Mus l im League pol i t ics .  Apart from 
the effect it may have on what remains  of the Mus l im  
League ' s  prestige. the transfer o f  officials t o  the 'pol i t ical 
front ' i s  bound to further damage the impart ia l .  non-pol i t ical 
character of the serv ices by nurturing dreams of atta ining 
pol i t ical power through the 1\1us l im League ' s  back door 
among offi c i a l s  \\ hose du ty  demands  the i r  com p l ete 
di -,sociation from every pol i t ical party-even. or most of al l .  
the Musl i m  League. At this stage i t  i s  d ifficult  t o  d o  more 
than to comment briefly on the pri nciples i 11 \'o l \ ed in the 
latest unexpected development in Paki stan · s kaleidoscopic 
poli t ical scene. It wi l l  be some time before any estimate of 
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the pol it ical consequences of Abdul Qaiyum Khan ' s  surprise 
move can be made. S im i larly, no early forecast can be made 
of what practical effect i t  \\' i l l  have on the pol i tical l i fe of the 
Prov ince if Sardar Abdur Rashid  is al lowed to e stab l i sh 
h imself  as the Chief M inister. The new Chief Min i ster brings 
with him a h igh reputation for integrity and effic iency as a 
pol ice officer: but no one can contend that his  successfu l  
career in  the police can provide a guarantee of h i s  being able 
to shoulder the varied burdens of a Chief Min ister. Further, 
nothing at all is known about  Sardar Abdur Rashid 's pol i t ical 
pred i lections. We arc compel led, therefore, to defer further 
comment on the pecu l iar s ituation that has arisen in the 
Frontier unti l  the i ssues become c learer and the new Chief 
M inister makes known the poli t ical policy he i s  going to 
fol low. 

30 October 1 953 

Collapse of a Khanate 

Ever s ince Khan Abdul Qaiyum Khm� · s unsol ic i ted e levat ion 
to the Central Cabinet was announced, he has been compe lled 
to devote a great deal of his  time and ingenuity to maintaining 
h i s  hold over the N WFP Mus l im  League .  C reat ing an 
unhappy precedent .  the ex-Chief M in is ter ignored a l l  h i s  
po l i t ical l ieutenants and selected the Inspector-General of 
Pol ice to head the new Frontier Min istry, obviously in the 
hope that as his successor is a non-pol i t ical person, and one 
who did not figure on the l i s t  of eager contenders for the 
gaddi . he was more l i kely to remain loyal to his benefactor 
and safeguard h i s  interests. The Khan introduced another 
pecu l iar innovat ion when he decided not to rel inquish the 
Prcs identsh ip  of the Provincial  Mus l im  League-in defiance 
of his own pet thes is  that the Chief Mi nister should always 
head the prov incial League organi sat ion.  For the first few 
months al l  went \vel L  and the Food Min i ster paid frequent 
vi s i ts  to the Frontier to en sure that his word was st i ll l aw in 
that Province, which he regarded as a pol i t ical Khanate, and 
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to deal personall y  wi th any signs of a revol t  against  h is  
l eadership .  As t ime passed. however. the move for dispensing 
with Abdul  Qaiyum Khan ' s  rule by remote control became a 
serious matter. and the consequent ia l  d ismissa l  of Khan 
Jalaluddin Khan from the Ministry. instead of frighten ing the 
anti-Qaiyum Musl im Leaguers into quiescence. only added 
fue l  to the fire. What part Sardar Abdur Rashid p layed i n  
these developments is  a matter of  conjecture. but .  whatever 
the stage at which his support was enl i sted for the revolt .  the 
Frontier Chief Mini ster seems to have real ised that i t  would 
be suicidal for him to continue to hold the fort for Abdul 
Qaiyum Khan . Having gone to Peshawar recently io reassert 
h i s  posi t ion, the Food Minister soon real ised that-as happens 
with every dictator-during his absence his posit ion had been 
complete ly  undermined and that hi" Khanate . created after 
five years of toi l and at the cost of m any a democrat ic  
principle .  had irretrievably begun to crumble .  Faced wi th 
certain defeat. the Food Minis ter thought it wiser to retreat; 
he has. therefore. given up the Presidency of the Frontier 
Mus l im League. pretending to make a g ift of what had 
v irtual l y  been snatched away from h im .  and has even 
described Sardar Abdur Rashid as  h i s  leader. 

Khan Abdul  Qaiyum Khan ' s  ex i t  from the Front ier · s 
polit ical stage wi l l  undoubtedly  be received with widespread 
rel ief in the Province as wel l  as outside. Whatever its effect 
on the NWFP Muslim League 's  in ternal pol i t ics .  and i t  i s  as 
yet too ear ly to hazard a forecast. i t  wil l general ly  be hoped 
that the new Musl im League leadership w i l l  take tangible 
steps to repair  the rav ages o f  Qaiyum K han ' s  dictators h i p .  

That the Musl im League wi l l  be strengthened as a resu l t  of 
his  departure is certain.  but by i tself this has no signifi cance 
of any sort for the people .  If tho"e now in authority in  their 
own right have not ousted Abdul Qaiyum Khan for purely 
persona l  reasons. they must make a c lean break with a l l  h is  
undemocrat ic tradi t ions .  The victorious gro up of Mus l im 
Leaguers may  we l l  feel p leased a t  ha\ ing succeeded i n  the ir 
efforts to bel l  the cat. but for the mass of the people the t ime 



Disgraceful Exhibi tion 

for real reJOicmg wi l l  come only when the former Chief 
Min ister 's  oppressive pol icies are reversed. Unless the rule  
of law i s  restored and a l l  political detenus are e ither released 
or tried in a court of l aw.  unless the executive ' s  interference 
in pol itics is effectivel y  banned and the j udiciary ' s  impartial 
functioning encouraged ,  and unless the people ' s  democratic 
rights and their dignity and self-respect are given back to 
them, the current sense of rel ief is l i kely to be short- lived. 
Only when they can breathe freely and once again guide the 
affairs of their Province wi l l  the people fee l  that the shadow 
of Qaiyum Khan has real ly  been banished from the l and. We 
earnestly hope that these just demands of the peopl e  wi l l  be 
met and that no other M us l im League leader wi l l  try to fol low 
in Qaiyum Khan ' s  footsteps .  The people of Pakistan wi l l  
watch with keen interest future developments in the Frontier 
Province as wel l  at the Centre, for in Karachi ' s  pol itical 
jungle, where a ruthless factional war is  raging, the Food 
M in ister wi l l  find his position considerably  weakened after 
the col lapse of h i s  Frontier Khanate. 

7 Januar,y 1954 

Commendable Decision 

The Central Government ' s  highly commendable decision
taken with the concurrence of the Frontier Min istry-to 
re lease unconditionally  a l l  political detenus in the Frontier 
Province, to withdraw nearly all internment or externment 
orders , and to restore their confiscated propert ies to the 
vict ims of polit ical  brigandage, richly deserves the wide 
approbation with which it has been received. The pal l  of 
gloom under which the Frontier Province was p laced at the 
in itiative of Khan Abdul Qaiyum Khan , in  order to make the 

Province safe for his dictatorial regime, has at long l ast been 
l ifted and the freedom-loving Pathans have been restored their 
self-respect and c iv i l  l i berties .  By  righting what was c learly a 
grave wrong, the Central and Provincial Govern ments have 
paved the way for the Frontier Province ' s  return to pol itical 
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h e a l t h ;  a n d  i t  c a n  be s t a t e d  w i t h  c o n fi de nc e  t h at t h i s  
s i g n i fi c a n t  dec i s i on have \v i i i  a benefi c i a l  e ffect  not only i n  
the Fro n t i er Pro v i nce and the t ribal  ten-itory b u t  i n  a l l  parts 
of t h e  c o u n tr y .  a n d  i t  s h o u l d  a l s o  h e l p  t o  rehab i l i t at e  
P a k i s t a n · s  i n t e rn at i o n a l  p re s t i g e .  W h i l e  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  
concerned certa i n l y  deserve credit  for rewrs i n g  t h e  process
w h i c h  has been i n  e\ i dence s i nce the b i rth o f  our S tate-of 
i mposing ewr hea\ ier restri ct ions on the r ights and l ibert i e s  
o f  the people.  even g reater credit  i s  due t o  those who s tood 
up courageo m l y  to Gm ernrnent repress ion.  refu sed to accept 
the h u m i l i at i n g  terms offered them from t i me to t i me.  and 
preferred t o  s p e n d  l o n g  years in j a i l  to \ i n d i c ate t h e i r  
patrioti s m  a n d  i ntegrity rather than secure their  freedom a t  
t h e  price o f  authen t i c a t i ng the fal se charges that were level led 
agai nst  them by the Qaiyum Gowrnment.  The release o f  the 
Front ier  detenus  is  a lso a g reat \ ictory for the people of 
Pakis tan .  who have for the l as t  four or fi ve years been 
agitat ing against  the i nj u st ice done to Khan Abdul  G h a llar 
Khan and those of h i s  col l eagues who were not prepared to 
buy their  freedom i n  exc hange for s upport to the M u s l i m  
League M i n i stry . 

W i thout  underest i mati ng the i mportance of the dec i s ion.  
i t  shou l d  be re a l i sed t h at the h appy de\ e l oprncn t in  the 
Frontier P rov i nce const itutes only the first step towards the 
estab l i shment of the rul e  of l aw .  and that a great deal  more 
must  be done before the Government can c l a i m  t hat their  oft
repeated p l edge to make Pak i stan a ful l y  democrat ic S tate 
has been fu l fi l le d .  Apart from other factors. the release of 
Khan Abdul  G ha ffar Khan has been robbed of a g reat deal of 
i ts grace by the i nternment order which see m i n g l y  w i l l  for 
t h e  p re s e n t  p r e v e n t  h i s  return to t h e  Fro nt i e r .  If t h i s  
i nterpretation of the offi c i a l  Press N ote i s  correct .  w e  strongly  
urge the Frontier Gowrnment to w i thdraw an order w h i c h  
l acks a l l  j u s t i ficat ion a n d  seems t o  be a s o p  to those w h o  
w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e ar l i e r  p o l i c y o f  \ i n d i c t i v e  
repressi o n .  Th i s  doughty fighter for h i s  country · s freedom 
must be re stored to his peop l e  w i thout any d e l ay .  Further. the 
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act of san i ty wi th regard to the Frontier ' s  detenus must be 
fol lowed by s i m i l ar act ion in the other p ro v i nces  of 
Pakistan-particularly in  the Punjab, where the tragic events 
of l ast March led to the incarceration of many persons without 
proper trial ,  and in East Bengal , where a General Election i s  
in  the offing .  In  fact ,  the  publ ic  demand that the Government 
should not deprive any c i t izen of his  freedom unless his gui l t  
i s  proved in  an impart ial  court of l aw is  i rresist ible,  and no 
amount of soph istry can make our people accept the principle 
of what i s  euphemist ical ly called preventive detention. The 
Government must, therefore, undertake early steps to repeal 
the various lawless laws  which al low the Executive to bypass 
the Law Courts and tyrannise the people. As long as the 
Mus l im League leadership does not muster enough courage 
to c leanse the S tatute Book of these undemocratic measures
which are undoubtedly a stumbl ing b lock to Pak i stan ' s  
progress-its t i t le t o  rule  the country w i l l  remain tainted and 
i t s  homil ies on the ideals of democracy w i l l  retain their 
present holl ow sound. We hope, therefore , that the leaders of 
the Musl im League w i l l  accept the demand for the immediate 
re lease of a l l  po l i t i ca l  detenus and g ive  the i r  earnes t  
cons iderati on  to the  need  for rev i s i n g  the  burdensome 
structure of the l aws governing the civi l  rights of our people .  

20 July 1 955 

Frontier Folly 

The dismissal of the Rashid Min istry completes the l atest 
round of the Central Government ' s  arbi trary interference with 
the working  of the democrat i c  process  i n  the  var ious  
Provinces of Pak istan . S ince Partit ion the  special powers 
enjoyed by the Centre under the Government of India Act of 

1 935 have repeatedly been invoked to d ismiss  Provincial  
M in i str ies and to  d i s so lve or suspend the Legi s l atures .  
S om e t i m e s  the  ac t i o n  taken  has  been j u s t i fi ed b y  
c i rcumstances and h a s  correct l y  been fo l lowed b y  new 
elections, which alone can v ind:cate the application of such a 
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remedy: but far more often Min isterial changes have been 
brought about in the pursuit of factional ends. and without 
prior reference to the Legis lature or a subsequent appeal to 
the electorate . In recent months. however. this process has 
not only  attained extraordinary speed. but it also seems to 
have undergone a change of purpose . Whi le  factional i sm i s  
certain ly  not dead. the frequent use of i ts  spec ia l  powers 
seems to be motivated by the Central Government " s eagerness 
to ensure that i ts  p Jans for the fu ture governance of the 
country are accepted \\ i thout demur by all the Prov inc ial 
satraps .  Soon after the Centra l  Cabinet was reorgani sed 
towards the end of last year. Ministerial heads began to fal l  . . .  
The Central Government " s  act ion in the Front ier Prov ince 
leaves the puny State of Khairpur as the only unit in  the 
country wh ich  has been spared the app l ica t ion  of the 
Government of India Act " :-,  undemocratic pro\· i s ions .  

In  the present case . no explanation has been vouchsafed 
by the powers that be for the drastic step that has been taken. 
The Fron t i e r  Governor · s  l acon ic  commu n i q ue mere l y  
cons t i tu tes  a n  announcement of the change.  wh i l e  the 
otherwise voluble spokesmen of the Central Government are 
maintain ing what may be interpreted by some to be a gui l ty 
s i lence. Anyhow. the reason for the peremptory d i sm i ssal of 
the Frontier ' s  second Mus l im League Min istry is no secret .  
Ever since Sardar Rashid. on rather belated second thoughts. 
began to oppose the One-Unit  p lan .  i t  was considered fair ly 
certain that his  days as Chief Minister were numbered. I t  is 
perhaps necessary to point out here that we hold no brief for 
Sardar Rash id .  In fact.  during h i s  tenure of office we found i t  
neces sary on  more than one  occas ion to  c r i t i c i se h i s  
Government strongly for continuing the repress ive policies 
of h i s  predecessor. Further. his promot ion to the Chief 
M inistersh ip  from the post of I nspector-General of Pol ice 
was in itself an unhappy innovation of which no democrat 
cou ld  approve.  And i t  is a lso a fac t  that the doubtfu l  
representat ive character of the Front ier Assembly was further 
vi t iated by the manner in which certain by-elections were 



Disgraceful Exh ibition 

conducted during his regime. Be that as it may, none of these 
factors can provide any just ification for the manner of h i s  
dismissal .  Our main  objection l ies against the resort to specia l  
executive powers in order to settle what is palpably a polit ical 
di spute. which should have been settled on the purely pol it ical 
leve l .  I t  will probabl y  be argued by the Central Government ' s  
apologists that by changing h i s  posit ion o n  the One-Unit 
question. Sardar Rash id  had forfeited the support of the 
M u s l i m  League Assemb ly  Party wh ich  had g iven  i t s  
unanimous approval t o  this plan .  The val idity of this argument 
could have been accepted only if the Party or the Assembly 
had been asked to pass a vote of no-confidence in its leader 
before his d ismi ssal from office . Far from in i t iat ing such a 
consultat ion, the Musl im League President has considered i t  
expedient to cancel the meet ing of  the Provincial League 
Counci l  which was scheduled to be held today at Abbottabad. 
I t  may also be said that the Frontier Assembly is not truly  
representative of the people: bu t  here again, the remedy l ay 
not i n  dragooning i t  in to accepting a certain course of action, 
but in  disbanding the body and ordering new elections. Lastly, 
the fact that three Min isters of Sardar Rashid ' s  Cab inet have 
chosen to join the Government headed by Sardar B ahadur 
Khan, or that the new Chief Min ister is l ikel y  to gain a 
majority in the Assembly Party, cannot help the Government ' s  
weak case, for wi th most of  the tribe of  M usl im League 
M LAs a change of circumstances brings about a quick change 
in loyalties and they can usually be i nduced to endorse almost 
any Government action-after the event . 

The point we wish part icu larly to stress i s  that, i f  Pakistan 
is to emerge as a ful ly  democratic State, Authority must bind 
itself to the fundamenta l  principles of democracy. Irrespective 
of the merits or demerits of the One-Unit plan, and without 
apprais ing any of the reasons on the basis of which Sardar 
Rashid is said to have changed h is  mind on this i ssue, it i s  
necessary to real ise that the use  of arbitrary methods to solve 
pol it ical tangles invari ably does more harm than good. Even 
where the Constitution now in force provides legal means of 
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evading the demands of democracy .  the temptation to gain 
quick resul ts  thereby should be res i sted. for the danger ex i st s  
that these short-cuts may lead the country to a dead-end
where the only alternatives before the leadership wi l l  be either 
to retrace their steps or to blast the half-bui l t  edifi ce of 
democracy and march forward over i t s  debri s-al ong 
uncharted and dangerous paths. The Central Government must 
real i se that the aims they have out l ined can best be achieved 
by the adoption of unexceptionable methods. And even if 
their attainment is de layed by a strict adherence to democratic 
methods . th is  w i l l  be a small price to pay for securing the 
max imum pos s ib le agreement on their  programme and 
d iss ipat ing the atmosphere of doubt and frustrat ion .  The 
impatience and pique exhibited by the Central authorities in  
regard to the problem created in the  Frontier was sheer fo l ly ;  
we earnest ly hope it w i l l  no t  be  repeated. I t  should be  real i sed 
by all. and part icularly by those who guide the country 's  
destiny. that the river of Paki stan ' s  poli t ical l i fe must  be 
a l lowed to fol low its natural course. i t  must  not  be obstruc ted. 
i t  must not be dammed. I t  may gently be guided; but efforts 
to stem i ts  flow can e i ther tum it into a stagnant bog or 
compel it to break i t s  banks and flood the countrys ide .  
destroying the shel tering verdure that i t  should feed and 
sustain ,  spreading chaos and misery instead of enriching the 
lives of our people .  and becoming an obstacle in  our path 
instead of serving as a channel for the nat ion · s journey 
towards progress and prosperity. 

III. Pt:NJAB 

1 7  August 1 947 

The Punjab Ministry 

The announcement of the formation of the League Ministry 
gives the people of West Punjab their first national Ministry. To 
put their own representati\'es in power the \1usl ims have fought 
for four long years the evil combination of Brit ish bureaucrats, 
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Musl im renegades and Machiavel l ians of non-Musl im political 
parties. 1 5  August should have been a day of great joy for the 
people of this Province. It was here that the Pakistan Resolution 
was passed. It was the Punjab which has been in the forefront of 
the struggle against those who sought to deprive Muslim India 
of her right of self-determination . I t  might truly be said that the 
battle for Pakistan was fought and won in the Punjab, and i t  was 
the Punjabis who bore the brunt of the suffering that went with 
the struggle. But the dawn of the new era finds the Punjab 
divided, with the boundary l ine sti l l undecided in the hands of a 
British lawyer and with no guarantee that the dec ision would be 
just and fair. The Eastern part of our homeland is ablaze with 
burni ng homesteads and i s  drenched in innocent blood. Musl im 
Punjab, therefore, greets the new Ministry with a heavy heart. 
The names which form the Ministry hardly need any comment ,  
for these names have become well known during the years of 
struggle against Khizar and his gang. If some ind iv iduals miss 
the name of a favourite they must realise that the assumption of 
office by the League does not give our leaders any added 
privileges. it only increases their heavy load of responsibil ity . 
In the West Punjab they have to init iate a thorough overhaul ing 
of the admi n istrat ive machinery which, through years of 
bureaucrat ic  m i srule ,  is almost every thing a democrati c  
admin istration should not be. They have t o  undertake schemes 
to ban ish forever from our land the spectres of poverty and 
ignorance, nakedness and starvation. The diverse problems 
which confront them will need all their t ime and energy, all 
thei r  v igi l ance and wisdom . . .  The new Ministers will represent 
the hopes and aspirations of our entire people, and among these 
the most s incere and the most fervent are the hopes for the 
happiness and welfare of our brothers in the East. 

2 1  August 1 947 

The First Step 

The first order passed by the Musl im League Min istry will be 
welcomed by all as a step in  the right d irection. The hand-
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written Government communique issued when the Min istry 
was merely two days old gives a solemn pledge to the people 
of the Punjab that the Government wi l l  faithful ly implement 
all the promi ses made in the League Election Manifesto for 
1 944. This  promises to get rid of the age-old oppressions 
imposed by the Bri t ish Sirkar and its agents. which had made 
l ife in our towns and v i l lages a weary burden.  Along with this 
promise for the future the M inistry has taken certain immediate 
dec isions. The release of all detenus under Section 3 of the 
Public Safety Act i s  putting right a grievous wrong done to 
many a law-abiding ci tizen. The removal of the ban on the 
keeping of swords by non-Sikhs was a necessary step which 
removes one of the stupidest discriminatory act ions of the last  
reg ime .  The most  popu lar of the new measure s i s  the 
wi thdrawal of powers from Honorary Magi strates  and 
Honorary Registrars. etc .  These gentlemen. with a few rare 
exceptions. were the tribe of sychophants who were always 
prepared to swear that the day was n ight if  only the white 
Sahibs deigned to smile on them: i t  is right and proper that 
they be swept off the face of the Province. The M in istry can 
expect publ ic support in every step i t  takes to remove the 
shackles of the past and make our long-suffering people free 
from fear of oppression by officials and local tyrants :  and 
bring back to their l ives the laughter and song. the ini t iative 
and viri l i ty which were lost long decades ago to fore ign 
imperia l i s t s .  In  normal t imes these dec i s ions of the new 
Government would have received the tumultuous .applause of 
an enthusiastic public .  B ut the League Ministry has assumed 
power under the most inauspicious circumstances. Some lakhs 
of our brethren have been separated from us through the evil 
award of a Bri tish lawyer. The Punjab is ablaze with the fires 
of communal hatred. Thousands of homes have been destroyed. 
and innumerable men. women. and chi ldren have been ki l led 
or wounded with inhuman barbarity . The last few days have 
seen the influx of tem of thousands of refugees from the East 
who no longer find l ife possible in their ancestral homes. Dark 
clouds hover over the horizons of our future. The only vis ible 
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ray of hope i s  in  the wi l l  of the Musl im nation to fight with a 
renewed determination al l  the difficulties which beset our new 
born S tate of Pakistan . I t  i s  in the context of a confidence in 
the gri t  and determinat ion of our people to create a l i fe worthy 
of the Musl im people, and to be strong enough to defend and 
succour our brethren across the borders. that we welcome the 
first step taken by the M inistry. The Ministries wi l l  deserve to 
remain in power only i f  they can give the people a lead in 
scrappi ng the old and building a new life based on freedom, 
justice and equal ity for all . 

6 .January 1 948 

The New Assembly 

The West Punjab Assembly has commenced its first session 
as the Assembly of a free people .  The Government and the 
Legi sl ature are no l onger cr ibbed and confined by an 
unchanging a l ien Const i tution, no l onger restricted by the 
over-riding authority of  a B ri t i sh-appointed Governor or 
hampered by an Executive over which i t  could not exercise 
fu l l  contro l .  Wh i le freedom has brought wider powers, the 
way in which freedom was achieved has created new and 
d ifficu l t  problems .  The burden of re spons ib i l i ty on our 
Government would have been onerous enough even in normal 
c ircumstances. but the events of last year have increased it a 
hundred-fold .  The new Assembly meets under the shadow of 
a grave cris is .  Lakhs of  men. women. and chi ldren thrown 
out of their homes have to be rehabi l i tated; the gaps in our 
economic structure created by the non-Musl im exodus have 
to be fi l led:  the admini stration has to be overhauled and 
corruption stamped out. These and various other urgent tasks 
call for the speediest poss ib le action. The greatest importance, 
therefore . attaches to the present meet ing of our Provincial 
Leg i s l at u r e .  It prov i d e s  a v i t a l t e s t  for the e l e c t ed  
representatives of the people .  The League Government and 
even the League Assembly Party are on trial before the people 
and wi l l  be judged not by their fine speeches but by their 
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concrete ach ievements .  The judgement of the people i s  l i ke l y  
to be severe. for the ir  sufferings h aYe b e e n  great a n d  t h e i r  
pat ience and fort i tude beyond p ra i s e .  T h e  people do not 
e xpect m i rac l e s .  but t hey do expect a bold and defi n i te 
begin n i n g  to be m ade . The i r  j udge ment w i l l  be based on n o  
u t o p i a n  ideal s .  for t h e  l eaders of the League h av e  them selves  
l a i d  down a standard \\ h i  ch i n  the  c i rcumstances of today can 
be regarded as an essent ia l  m i n i m u m .  In  1 94..J.. the Prov i n c i al 
M u s l i m  League drew up a compre he n s ive t h i rtee n - po i n t  
m an i festo w h i c h  out l i ned the League pro gram me for a free 
and prospe ro u s  P u nj ab. I t  was on the b as i s  of t h i s  programme 
that the l ast e lecti o n s  were fo ught and won . Short l y  before 
the present  M i n i stry assumed power. we drew its attent ion  i n  
these columns t o  these p ro m i se s  and cal led for their  early 
ful fi l m e n t .  A few days l ater. the League '.\ l i n i , tr: . i n  i t s  

pledges t o  the people o f  the Prm i nce .  asked for a certai n 
amount of re spi te to carry uut  i t s  soc i a l  and econom ic pol i c y .  
S i nce then m a n y  w e e k s  a n d  month,  han:- pas sed�a period 
o f  acute t r i al and tri bulat i on for the people .  Conscious of the 
m ag n itude of the problems which faced our  State and our 
Prov ince.  the people have \vaited w i th pat i e nce and g i v e n  
t h e i r  G o v e r n m e n t  t h e  re s p i t e  i t  n e e d e d .  \V i t h  t h L' 
commencement o f  the present  sess ion a l l  eyes i n  West Punj ab 
are foc used on the women and men who w i l l  for the next  
three week<- di s c u s s  and dec i de 111 .: asure -.,  of the  gre atest  
i mportance .  W h i l e i t  would be \\ rong and u n fa i r  to pass 
j udgement o n  our  l e g i s l ators before they ha\ e properly begun 
the i r  w o rk . we c a n n o t  refrai n fro m  say i n g  that .  so far .  
w hatevt.:r  proposed measure s  ( both offi c i a l  a n d  non-offic i a l )  

have been brought t o  publ ic  n o t i c e  s e e m  to h ave b e e n  p u t  
forward \\ i t h  a k e e n e r  e;.  e for the Pre s �  and puhl i c  g a l i e r i c s  

than for the  serio u s  c r i s i s  confro n t i n g  th is  Pnl\' i nc c .  We 
profound!)  hope .  h <rn e \ er.  tha t  o u r  fears reg ard i n g the l ac k  
of concerted m e a s u res t o  meet  present-d a� demand-,  are 
unfounded. and that the l\1 i n i stry i ntends to bring fut"\ :m.1 

leg is la t ion  i n  kee p i n g  \\ i t h  1h  e l ectoral  p l edge-., \\ h i ch w i l l  
take o u r  Provi nce forward o n  the road to progre s s .  
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1 5  June 1 949 

The Liaquat Formula 

The an-ival of the Paki stan Premier in  the West Punjab has 
made him the hub of what passes for poli t ical act i vi ty in this  
benighted Province. The scene of the next battle for prestige 
and personal power is now laid at Rawalpindi ;  the public 
mud-sl inging has given way to cunfahulations and intrigues 
behind c losed doors. whi le interv iews wi th Mr Liaquat A l i  
Khan are being sought with great eagerness .  The main object 
of al l  this act iv i ty i s  sti l l  supposed to be the question of S i r  
Francis Mudie ' s  recal l ,  al though i t  i s  said that s ince the 
announcement of what i s  called the Liaquat Formula,  there 
has been considerable deviation from the objective, and many 
a prominent Leaguer is devot ing h imself to working out 
possible panels of gubernatorial  Advi sers, measuring his  own 
chances  by the l aw �  of e l i m i na t ion .  permuta t ion .  and 
combination. Mr Liaquat Ali Khan ' s  plan for the future 
governmenlal set-up is supposed to offer a so lut ion that 
should  be acceptable to al l .  Sir Francis remains Governor for 
some months; this is expected to sati sfy one faction, who wi l l  
promptly claim a signal victory . It i s  agreed that after some 
time, the Bri t ish Governor i s  to be sent away; the other 
faction, therefore. can also rejoice and start planning a Day 
of Del iverance. The quest ion of Advi sers is a lso being 
handled wi th con.�ummate diplomacy; according to press  
reports ,  the Advisers w i l l  be appointed by the Provincial 
League, without the humi lat ing procedure of having to submit  
a panel of names to His  Exce l lency the Governor, but ,  
p resumab l y .  w i t h  the pr ior approval  of the Cen t ra l  
Government .  The Advi sers are to  be given ful l  powers and, 
in case of confl ict with the Governor, the Centre will function 
as the arbi tral authority .  Nei ther of the two groups has as yet 
pronounced a verd ict on this formula, but  pol i t ical  pundits 
feel that the odds are in favour of some sort of a comprom ise 
being accepted by both; if necessary, ' un i ty '  among the 
League ' s  ranks wi l l  be restored in  the name of Kashmir. the 
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refu g e e s ,  or some  equa l l y  w e i g h t y  n a t i o n a l  prob l e m .  
Whatever  i t s  face - s av i n g  poss i b i l i t i e s .  i t  i s  d i ffi c u l t  to  
understand how the l atest  formu l a  i s  supposed to help the 
Prov i nce in any w ay or even solve the quest ion s brought  to 

the  fore in the recent  wrang l i n g .  The Br i t i s h  Governor 
remains .  but  authori ty over the Province w i l l  now be shared 
w ith  nominees of Ylau lv i  B ar i .  act ing in consul tat ion \V i th 

the Centre and the Central League.  where \:lessr.s \1amdot 
and Dau l t an a  occupy pos i t ions of cons iderable int1uence .  

Dur ing the s i x  months  of '.\1udie ru l e .  not a s ing le  m ajor 

prov inc i al problem has moved any nearer to a sat i sfactory 
so lu t ion :  the a l lo tments  check.  the ant i -corrupt ion dr ive .  
refugee rehab i l i tat ion.  e tc  . .  are a l l  i n  as unhol y a mess  as  ever  
before. wh i le  the  genera l  admin i stration has probably become 
even more bureaucratic and ind ifferent to pub l i c  op i n ion .  
There i s  no guarantee that the Mudie-Bari comb inat ion .  wi th  

the  Centre exerc i s ing remote contro l .  w i l l  succeed i n  pu l l ing 
the West  Pun j ab out  of ih present  stagnat ion and a long the 
road to progress .  I t  i s  true to say that most peopl e  i n  the West 
Punjab do not cons ider  themse l \"Cs d i rect ly  i nvoh ed i n  the 
' Recal l Mudie · controversy . j us t  a.s they \\ ere not prepared to 

become part i sans in the di sgraceful Mamdot-Dau l tana tuss le .  
They do not want  S i r  Franc i s  Mudie  to  cont i nue as Gm ernor. 
just as they do not want other fore igners to hold important 
execut ive posts. for which Pak istan i s  can eas i ly be found:  
and the s ix  months  of Sect ion 92-A rule has g iven them no 
grounds for wanti ng  to  make  an except ion i n  th i s  case. The 

prospect of the Provinc ial League leaders returning  to power. 
as Adv i sers i nstead of M i n i sters. owing no responsib i l ity to 

the people .  i s  certa in l y  not going to create any enthus iasm.  
What then i s  the way our? As has been repeated ly stre ssed 

in these col umns .  the Central Gm ernment " -.,  primar) task 
should be to ho ld  ne\\ e lect ion� i n  the West Pun jab a ,  .� mm 

as po-., s ib le .  The Paki stan Premier ' s  \ i s i t  to the \\ C ' t  ?un jab 
w i l l  g i ,·e some sat i s fac tion if he announces an ear ly date for 
the e lect ions and i n structs the Prm i nc i al Gm enw:...::1t to make 
al l  arrangements for hold ing d i rect e lect ions on the bas i s  of 
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adult franchise. in anti c ipation of the Constituent Assembly 
suitably amending the Government of India Act of 1 935 .  I t  i s  
interest ing t o  note that s o  far Chaudhry Khal iquzzaman and 
Central Musl im League have expressed no opinion on the 
West Punjab tangle. If th is  is not merely an admiss ion of 
pol i t ical bankruptcy, but may also be i nterpreted as abdication 
of polit ical authori ty as far as the West Punjab i s  concerned. 
it should be regarded as a happy augury. For if the next 
elections are to be truly democratic ,  the Pak is tan M usl im 
League. dominated by Chaudhry Khal iquzzaman . M amdot. 
Daul tana and the ir  stooges, had best refrain from nominating 
offic ial League candidates .  Such a se lf-deny ing dec i s ion 
would raise hopes of a representative Provincial  Assembl y  
be ing e lected and open u p  poss ibi l i t ies  of a genuine and 
democrati c  Musl im League organ isation being created after 
the e lections .  

2-' June 1 949 

Into the Fire 

The Pakis tan Premier " s  announcement o f  his Government ' s  
dec is ion regarding the forthcoming West Punjab e lections i s  
the fi rst real ly good news recei ved by our people s ince the 
M amdot Min istry was d i smis sed and the format ion of a 
Daultana Min istry prevented by di ssolution of the Legi slat ive 
Assembly. The fact that the elections are to be he ld on the 
basis of adu l t  franchise and direct representation wil l  be 
universal ly welcome; but it is  most deplorable that the di stant 
target date of next summer or autumn for holding the elections 
is st i l l  regarded as purely tentative. Five long months have 
been wasted in unnece ssary Committee work . when th is  
correct decis i on cou ld have been taken b y  the Central Cabinet 

i n  fi ve minutes  and th i s  period ut i l i sed for mak ing the 
necessary admin i strat ive preparations .  Unless the urgency of 
the matter i s  ful ly  real ised.  we fear that interested part ies wi l l  
succeed in further de lay ing the  e l ec t ions  and many an  
agonizing summer and autumn may pass before democracy i s  
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restored in the West  Punj ab .  When Sect ion 92-A was 
promulgated. the Governor-General ' s  communique, correctly 
analy s ing the Punj ab s i tuat ion . laid great stress  on the 
importance of holding new elections .  I t  seems that since then 
the Centre has been prevai led upon to abandon the clear-cut 
pol icy of regarding th is  as the only possible method of 
obtain ing a decent democratic Government i n  th is  Province . 
The Liaquat formula and the events leading up to i t  do not 
redound to the credit of the League leadership .  ei ther Central 
or Provincial . The West Punjab Cabinet was dismi ssed and 
the Legi s lature d issolved because of widespread corruption 
and intrigues .  their unrepresentative character. and because 
the adm inis tration was being carried on for ' the benefit of the 
few and l i t t le or no heed was being paid to the hopes and 
needs of the many ' .  The Go\ ernor-General did not jus t  
condemn the Mamdot Cabinet. but  rightly p i l loried the whole 
Prov incial poli t ical set-up. It should be remembered that the 
present Prov incial League Counci l  is a direct legacy from 
that disgraceful period. I t s  membership is largely bogus and 
i ts elections were conducted by Chaudhry Khal iquzzaman ' s  
personal nominees. who had their black and white l ists and 
paid l i tt le regard to rules and procedure. Like the ex-MLAs. 
most League Counc i l l ors are known to repre sent on ly  
themselves;  their reputations are equally sul l ied by a l legations 
of corruption. and their capaci ty for low-level intrigue is 
unquestioned. Public reaction in the West Punjab to Chaudhry 
Khal iquzzaman ' s  leadersh ip of the Pakistan Mus l im League 
was qui te defin i te .  i f  somewhat unceremonious. It is the same 
Counc i l  which e lected Mr Mumtaz Daultana as its President; 
and. when he considered i t  expedient to forget a l l  the e loquent 
promises of unending · field work · and ' direct serv ice to the 
people ' .  th is  galaxy gave further proof of the i r  pol i t ical  
acumen by e lect ing Mau l \ i B ari-the joint  candidate of 
\1essrs Khal iquzzaman. Mamdot and Daultana. l'\o League 
workers cou ld  have been elevated to this h igh office under 
worse ausp ice s .  and no  one cou ld  ha\'e done l e s s  t o  
d isassoc iate h imself from h i s  discredi ted sponsors. by  turning 



Disgraceful Exhibi tion 

to the people and honestly working for their demands .  True 
to the Daul tana tradit ion,  Maulv i  Bari has talked a great deal 
of Kashmir, refugees and the common people, but, under h i s  
leadership also, the  League has  confined i t s  'work ' to passing 
resolutions and rai sing s logans .  Some weeks ago the anti
M udie agi tation was launched and treated by its keenest 
s upporters as a matter of l i fe and death.  But the promise of 
office w ith some authority, in  the shape of the L iaquat 
formula ,  has suddenly  questioned al l their ant i -Bri ti sh  ardour; 
and,  i n  tota l  d i s regard of l og i c .  the Pr ime M i n i s ter ' s  
r e i tera t ion  o f  h i s  Government ' s  genera l  p o l i c y  o n  
nationali stat ion,  and h i s  routine assurance that complaints 
against Sir Francis M udie would be investigated, are being 
hai led as  glorious v ictories. The Bari  fact ion ' s  exaggerated 
stress on the Governor ' s  al leged ant i -League act iv i t ies,  to the 
excl us ion of a host of other serious problems being tackled 
half-heartedly and improperly or not at al l ,  now comes into 
proper focus,  and Chaudhry Khal iquzzaman ' s  wire-pu l l ing 
behind the scenes becomes explicable. I t  is  fairly obvious 
that the League leadersh ip  ha' begun to feel . w ith good 
reason, that on their post-partit ion record they cannot repeat 
the election performance of 1 946; hence the urgent need for 
a ' sympathetic ' administrat ion, preferably under direct control 
of the League. If these worthy gentlemen imagine that mere 
control of the Government machinery can ensure electoral 
v ictory, they are reckoing without the ir  host-the people of 
the West Punjab. who are sick and t ired of an i nept and 
selfi sh  leadership, and who have learnt how to fight back 
against undue offic ial pressure .  Whi le no one expected the 
West Punjab League ever to do the right thing, i t  is d ifficu l t  
to understand why the Centre i s  playing into the hands of a 
group of persons who have repeatedly been disowned by the 

people in  whose name they profess to speak. F ive months 
ago the Central Government, for very good reasons, dismissed 
a properly-const i tu ted Mus l im  League Cabinet ,  at l east 
constitutionall y  representing the electorate; but, for no good 
reasons, i t  has now agreed to foi st on the Province five 
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n o m m e e s  of t h e  Prov i n c i a l  L e ag u e  P r e s i d e n t .  T h e s e  
nomi nated Advi sers w il l  i n  n o  w ay b e  answerable to the 
peopl e ,  their  respon s i b i l i ty to the Centre w i l l  be so remote as 
to be useless ,  and to regard the League Counci l  as a sort of 
Prov i n c i a l  Parl i ament .  as has been s uggested. is absol ute ly  
r idi c u lous .  B y  i ntroducing the d i rect ru le  of a po l i t i ca l  party, 
however h a l l owed i t s  past .  the L i aquat form u l a  w i l l  be 
creat i n g  a most dangerous preceden t :  no true democrat can 
accept a p l an which savours so much of fa:., c i s m .  The proposal 
is bad enough . j udged by democ rati c  p r i n c i p l e s .  but i t s  
pract ica l  consequences are l i ke l y  t o  b e  absol u te l y  di sastrous .  
The i ntr igue and \vra n g l ing of last  year  w i l l  cert a i n l y  be 
rev i ved. the admin i st ration w i l l  deteri orate even further and. 
once agai n .  the scramble for office and offi c i a l  favours w i l l  
besmear the name of t h i s  Prov i nce.  The Central  G l)\ ernment .  
as i f  to further t ry  the pat i ence of the  West Punj ab peop l e .  i s  
throw i n g  them from the fry i n g  pan i n to the fi re . Today. the 
Centre · s  m a i n  duty towards the West P u nj ab people is to 
e n s ure t hat the present snai l - l i ke pace of e lect ion work i s  
abando n e d .  t h at t h e  p reparat i o n  o f  e l e c t o r a l  l i s t s  a n d  
del i m i tat ion o f  const i tuencies i s  taken i n  hand i m mediately.  
and that there i s  no gerrymandering to su i t  i n fl uent ia l  persons .  
I t s  second m ajor respo n s i b i l i ty i s  to e n s ur e  that the e lect ions 
are fai r ly  and i mpart i al l y  conducted and t h at t here is  n o  
offi c i a l  i nterference of any sort. T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  an i n teri m 
regi me i s  not of soul -shaking i m portance as l ong as these 
tasks are effi c i en t l y  and honest ly executed. But.  in any c ase , 
the Centre should not get i nvoh·ed i n  form u l ae w h i c h  ai m at 
boost i n g  the fal l e n  prest ige of po l i t ica l  gro u p s  who have 
i 1wariably  ignored the i nterests of the people and betrayed 
t h e i r  trust . 

1 9  August 1 950 

Punjab Elections 

The prom i �ed i m m i nence of General  Elect iom in the P u njab 
has begun to st ir  the turbid w aters of pol i t i cal  l ife in  t h i s  
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province. Pol i t ical part ies ,  groups, and individuals ,  according 
to their l ights,  are busy completing preparat ion s  for the 
contest .  Manifestos are being refurbished, new s logans are 
being coined, and even the most misanthropic of intend ing 
candidates have begun to wear a permanent smi le-especial ly 
at the dinner and tea parties to which their agents and leading 
supporters are fre4uently invi ted. The Musl im Leaguers also 
are extremely busy on their own pecul iar leve l ,  so much so 
that they could not even think of organ i sing publ ic meetings 
in connection with the celebration of Pakistan Day. The 
factional struggle in the Mus l im League wi l l  now be decided 
under the experienced chairmanship of S ind ' s  most adept 
schemer, Mr Ayub Khuhro. who has been selected by Mr  
Yusuf  Khattak to gu ide  the  fatefu l  proceedi n gs of the 
forthcoming session of the Provincial League Counc i l .  The 
meeting on 20 August should be the final round in the present 
phase of the struggle; and it w i l l  be known thereafter which 
of the two discredited groups is l ikely to dominate the Musl im 
League and use i t s  past good name for opportunist  ends . 

Whi le pre-elect ion act iv i ty ,  i n  all i ts variety, gains in  
in tens ity, i t  i s  necessary to pay attention to certain problems 
of common concern to al l  those who desire the people ' s  
verdict t o  be free and democrat ic .  I n  the first pl ace, s ince the 
voters '  l is ts  were publ i shed, there has been a we l ter of 
complaints from all parts of the province to the effect that the 
electoral rol l s  are incomplete and riddled w i th errors. There 
is a strong and, under the c ircumstances, just ifiable demand 
for extension of the period for the further enrolment of voters. 
I t  is reported, however, that the Government are not l ikely to 
change their present t ime-table, the excuse being that a further 
extension would be contrary to the rules and that i t  is real ly 
u n c a l l e d  fo r .  T h e  f i r s t  pica i l l  b e c o m e s  the Punjab 

admin istration, with i t s  doubtful reputat ion for respect ing 
rules and laws, and, i n  any case, i t  i s  obvious that regulations 
and rules should be governed by publ ic interest and not vice 
versa. As for the second argument. the fact that in  Lahore 
alone about one lakh possible voters, i t  i s  est imated, have not 
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been registered provides some indicat ion of the real state of 
affairs . When the original l i sts are prepared so ineffic iently ,  
the twenty-one days allowed for additions and corrections 
are clearly inadequate. part icularly for the rural areas. I t  needs 
to be remembered that responsibi l i ty for this ineffic iency and 
the inordinate delay that has taken place in  preparing the 
electoral l ists is sole ly  that of the admini stra t ion. We strongly  
urge. therefore. that the exist ing ru les should be  amended to  
allow another three weeks for enrolment of the thousands of 
men and women who ha\'e not been l i sted. for rectification of 
errors and for hearing objections to bogus names.  Even if the 
grant of such an extension delays the election by about a 
month. the advantage of having a clean and complete voters · 
l i s t  outweighs any inconvenience that may be caused by this 
brief postponement .  It should.  howe\'er. be possible to accept 
this public demand and sti l l  adhere to the schedule of holding 
the elections before the end of this year-if necessary.  by 
providing for the publicat ion of separate supplementary l i sts .  

Ever since the Punjab elections were announced, we have 
cons i stently urged the Government to ensure that the people 
c an e xpress their  w i l l  wi thout  unwanted trammels  and 
restrictions. In  this regard, some of the measures announced 
by the Government. governing the conduct of the election. 
can help to m ake it a less unwholesome affair if the authorities 
make an honest and impart ial  effort to see that all the bans 
are stri c t l y  observed.  It w i l l .  of c ourse . be the Punj ab 
Governor ' s  personal responsibil i ty to ensure that the Advisers 
and o ther  o ffi c i a l s  do no t  u se t h e i r  pos i t i o n  i n  the  
admini strat ion unduly to influence t h e  electorate . Apart from 
the necessity of pre\ en t ing corrupt practices and e l iminating 
offic ia l  pressure. \\·e \\ ish to draw the GoYemor ' s  attention to 
the recent  reiterat ion by an offi cer-bearer of the C i v i l  
L ibertie s ·  l3nion o f  a long-standing popular demand. namely .  
that the use of the Safety Laws for poli t ical reasons should 
be su spended for the per iod  of the e l e c t i o n s .  We  
who leheartedly endorse t h i s  demand.  and hope tha t  the 
Governor wil l  take the necessary action in the matter, in  
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order to avoid al l danger of pol i t ical v ict imisation for e lection 
purposes at the instigation of interested persons and part ies 
who are i n  a posi tion to i nfluence the dec i s ions of the 
executive. 

14 March 1951 

Punj ab Elections 

During the first few days of the Punjab e lections, poll ing 
booths throughout the Province have not been as crowded as 
was expected, nor i s  there any reason to bel ieve that the 
s ituation may i mprove. In Lahore, one of Pakistan ' s  most 
pol i t ical ly-conscious c i t ies and the natural hub of Punjab 
pol i t ics ,  the percentage of votes cast is est imated at no more 
than thirty per cent of the l isted voters, whi le i n  the rural 
areas the figure is probably much smaller.  The l ow pol l  
betrays a regrettable l ack of publ ic  i nterest in the outcome of 
the first General E lection s ince the establ ishment of Pakistan, 
and also the first electoral contest on the bas i s  of adu l t  
franchi se ever to be  held anywhere i n  the lndo-Pakistan sub
continent . The educational and pol it ical backwardness of the 
electorate is part ly  responsible for its l ack of enthusiasm over 
exerc is ing an important democratic  right, but the weightier 
factor seems to be a fee l ing of scepticism and apathy,  
engendered, presumably, by the long months of unprincipled 
personal and factional wrangling in the Punjab .  The various 
squabbles of the top leaders in  the Punjab Musl im League 
over the loaves and fishes of office seem to have created 
widespread disgust with the ' game '  of pol i t ics and have lent 
support to the  cyn ic s  who decl a i m  that a lmos t  every 
po l i t i c ian ,  whatever h i s  party or group affi l i at ions ,  i s  
interested primari l y  i n  h i s  own future and not that of the 

country or people.  The general dissat i sfaction with the state 
of affairs within the Musl im League need not have led to 
public frustration but, unfortunately, the Opposit ion part ies 
entered the arena too near the e lecti ons to make a serious 
impression on the Province, and some of them continued to 
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pay u n i ntended homage to the M u s l i m  League by aping i t s  
methods a n d  approac h .  name l y .  t h e  use o f  personal i nfl uence 
or other non-po l i t ical  pre s sure s .  i n stead of appe a l i n g  to the 
p e o p l e  o n  c l e ar-c u t  p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  a d e fi n i te 
programme.  

A s  far as the e lect ion results  are concerned. i t  i s  c lear that 
i n  Lahore and other b i g  towns the M u s l im League is certain to 
be defeated and t h at i t  now looks towards the p o l i t i c a l  
backwaters of the Punja b  t o  gain a suffic ient  n umber o f  seats 
i n  the A ssembly to form a M i n i stry . Commenting on this aspect 
of the elect ion.  M r  L ia4u at A l i  Khan. President of the Paki stan 
M u s l i m  League.  said recently that. even i f  t h i s  \\ ere tru e .  i t  
mere l y  meant that h i s  organi sation enjoyed t h e  support o f  the 
country · s ' backbone · and that the v i l l agers k new better than 
the · so-called educated peopl e ' .  W i thout in any way try i n g  to 
detract from the pol i t i c a l  i m portance due to the P u nj ab 
peasan try . i t  i s  not possi ble to agree with \1 r Liaquat A l i  
Khan·  s impl ied inference that the absence o f  support i n  the 
towns is  something of w h i c h  the M u s l i m  League can j ustifiably 
be proud. A better explan at ion of th is  s ituation would be that, 
where people are more keenl y  aware of pol i t ical  i ssues and 
less l i able to extraneous i nfluences. they are defi n itely opposed 
to being governed b y  Mr Mumtaz Daultana.  If the \ t u s l i m  
League succeeds i n  form ing a M i n i stry i n  t h e  Punjab. a s  seems 
most l i ke ly .  the organ i sation shou l d  be grateful more to i ts  
pol itical opponents than to the M u s l i m  League representat ives 
i n  th is  Province.  B y  the i r  i nabil i ty to fu l fi l  the earl ier prom ises 
of putt ing up a s ingle l i st of candidates.  the Opposit ion parties 
have v i rtual ly  made sure of giving the ?vt u s l i m  League a clear 
m ajority i n  the Leg i s l ature. poss ib ly  w ithout even gai n i n g  a 
m ajority of the total votes cast in the P rovince . . .  

20 \larch 195 1 

Election Malpractices 

W i t h  the pol l i ng of votes in the Punj ab elect ions drawi n g  to a 

c l ose.  cornplainh of m a l pract ic e and al l e g ations of offi c i a l  
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interference have reached such serious proportions that, even 
if they are only  part ial ly true, doubts about the representative 
character of those who wi l l  be returned to the Assembly 
cannot eas i ly  be dismissed as mere propaganda. Fol lowing a 
s imi lar boycott in Rawalpindi .  it i s  reported that most of the 
non-Musl im and Jhang Districts have wi thdrawn from the 
contest in protest against al leged official discrimination and 
the use of unfair means, while newspaper offices are being 
i nundated with complaints of the same nature from candidates 
and voters . I t  is possible that in a few cases the withdrawals 
and the accompanying  charges aga ins t  M u s l im League 
nominees or offic ial s  are an attempt to save face by the 
defeated candidates ,  but this cannot possibly be true in  every 
case. The Musl im League has also made charges of the same 
sort. claiming with regard to one or two constituencies that 
the e lection has not been fairly conducted. Further, it is known 
that in some areas the e lectoral law forbidding the provi sion 
of transport by the candidate or his  representatives has been 
openly v io lated, and the injunction against raci al or caste 
propaganda b latantly disregarded . Whatever the truth of the 
charges and counter-charges .  the matter is of such v ital 
importance to the Province that an impart ia l  i nquiry i s  called 
for in every constituency where a prima facie case has been 
made out agains t  any candidate or offic ia l .  The normal 
remedy of fi l ing an elect ion petit ion is .  of course, open to 
every candidate , but few are l ikely to involve themselves in 
tardy and expensive legal proceedings and, in  any case, 
responsibi l ity in  the matter of ensuring an impartial e lection 
rests wi th the Government at least as much as i t  does wi th 
the people .  

Whi le detai led i nformation i s  not yet avai lable from the 
Dis tricts, those who h ave witnessed the pol l ing in Lahore at 

c lose quarters wi l l  readi ly  admit the exi stence of widespread 
dishonesty and corruption . Incorrect voters · l i sts, and absence 
of sufficient information about the voter to provide some 
ready check on impersonation, have contributed to large-scale 
bogus vot ing, part icularly among the women. Unscrupulous 
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e lection 'experts · are taking ful l  advantage of this, and i t  i s  
no great secret that batches of  women were actually h ired by 
rival candidates to v isit  a number of poll i ng stations i n  turn 
and cast ' their '  votes again and again .  They were transported 
from one pol l ing booth to the next in  tongas. cars. and even 
trucks, which had obviously been paid for by the candidates '  
representatives.  The agents whose duty i t  was to look after 
these profess ional voters were equ ipped with bottles  of 
methylated spiri t  and cotton wool for speedily c leaning their 
thumbs before reaching the next poll ing stat ion. A large part 
of th is sort of ' e lectioneering'  took p lace in ful l  v iew of the 
publ ic ,  and there can be no doubt that if any effort had been 
made by the authorit ies to detect and check malpractices of 
this type, a great deal of the corruption could have been 
stopped. No such attempt seems to have been made. with the 
result that, according to some estimates. over three-fourths of 
the votes cast in  Lahore on Sunday were i l legal. While we 
appeal to the people to res ist e\'ery attempt made to buy their 
votes and to expose al l  d ishonest practices, those Government 
officials whose job i t  is to prevent such i l legal doings must 
be asked to take the ir  dut ies more seriously .  

8 April  1951 

New Ministry 

The return of nom1al constitutional Government-ending the 
twenty-s ix  months of gubernatorial d ictatorship-would  
normally be  v iev.:ed with satisfact ion by every section of  
polit ical opinion.  But  the  fact tha t  one  of  the two warring 
factions responsible for the mess in  the Punjab has succeeded 
in capturing power defeats the object for which the old 
Assembly was d issol ved, and has g iven the Prov ince a 
Min istry which i s  not radical ly d ifferent from the earlier 
Musl im League Ministries. It i s  clear that the recent election 
has not sati sfied the democratic aspirations of the people ,  for 
they have not succeeded in tak ing away polit ical power from 
the elements that ha\'e ruled th i s  Prov ince for decades .  
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Whatever the causes that have al lowed the Mus l im League to 
gain such a large majority in the Assembly, and most of them 
do not redound to the organi sation ' s  credit, the fact remains 
that the Musl im League has seemingly received a new lease 
of l i fe and is l ikely to govern-or misgovern-thi s  Province 
until the next General Election. Just as the Oppos i t ion group 
in the Assembly is too small to threaten the M in istry, the 
members of the Musl im League Assembly Party have been 
carefu l l y  hand-picked to obviate all chances of a serious 
challenge to Mr Mumtaz Daultana ' s  authority from within 
the Party-on e ither a fact ional or an ideological basi s .  The 
bulk of them are landlords or representatives of l andlords-a 
c lass whose habi tual al legiance to the party in power and 
pursuit  of self- interest are rarely  deflected by such lux uries 
as a social conscience or pol i t ical principles .  The personnel 
of the Cabinet confirms the impression that, in view of the 
factors already l i sted and the fu l l  Central  support that he 
enjoys, the new Muslim League Min is try w i l l  be dominated 
completely by Mr Dau l tana. None of his col leagues has an 
outstanding record of public  service or a reputation for more 
than mediocre abi l ity . The publ ic  l i fe of one Min i ter dates 
from the recent e lection, the two who have had previous 
experience of Min isterial  or quas i -Ministerial responsibi l i ty 
did not dist ingu i sh themselves in any way, while the others 
owe their pol i t ical rise solely to the c ircumspection that kept 
them on the Daultana bandwagon . 

These c ircumstances may add to M r  Daultana ' s  estimate 
of h imse l f  as a successful pol i t i c i an and e nhance h i s  
reputation for ski l ful manoeuvring among h i s  loyal cronies .  
But his assumption of office with such uncontro l led power
a boon denied to his  predecessors-increases h i s  moral and 
polit ical respons ib i l i ties and deprives h i m  of any future al ib i  

for not being able to implement h i s  l ong l i st of pledges to the 
people of the Punjab .  Mr Daultana ' s  exul tation at the v ictory 
scored over h i s  polit ical opponents should now be tempered 
by the real i sat ion that he bears the heavy burden of the 
e lect ion promises  contained in the two Mus l im League 
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manifestos drafted by h i s  own pen. At press conferences or 
in Assembly debates .  it may be possible for the new Punjab 
Prem ier to  ward off c ri t i c i sm by q u i b b l i ng over  the  
provis ions-some of \vhich have del iberately been kept 
vague-of his second man ifesto .  But in the fie lds  and 
factories of the Punjab. the common people are not going to 
be sat isfied wi th lawyers · arguments and. if the Min istry does 
not l i ve up to its pledges. their wrath wi l l  certainly make 
itself known.  Further. if the new Min i stry intends to sol ic i t  
public co-operat ion or.  at least .  hopes for publ ic to lerance. i t  
must resolutely fight against the ignoble tradit ion of jobbery . 
nepotism. and favourit ism bequeathed to it by past League 
admini strat ions .  The fact that more than half of the new 
Min i sters were directly associated with previous Mus l im 
League reg imes  wi l l  not a l low most  people to form a 
favourable opin ion about the present incumbents unt i l  they 
can conclus ively prove the ir hona fides by hard and honest 
work . Final ly.  Mr Daultana should also real ise that he himself 
has a pas t  to l i v e  d o w n .  H i s  u nsavoury ,  and often 
unprincipled. polit ical actions following h i s  withdrawal from 
the Mamdot M i ni stry have not endeared h im  to the people .  

Whereas we endorse Mr Mumtaz Daultana · s plea to the 
Press that h i s  Minis try should be g iven a chance to work. and 
that its admin is trative pol ic ies should be judged on their 
meri ts. we would l i ke to hope that. with his ambition fulfi l led. 
the Mach iav e l l i  in Mr Daul tana has been overcome or 
suppressed. 

26 March 1 953 

The Punjab Situation 

Few tears will be shed over Mr Mumtaz Daultana · s  inglorious 
exit from the stage of Min isterial pol i t ics  in  the Punjab which 
he has dominated for the last t \VO years . Mr  Daultana · s brief 
c areer const i tutes an extraordi nary epitome of pol i t i cal 
bungl ing and ineptitude . and his long l i st of pol itical misdeeds 
reduces to complete ins ign ifi cance h i s  promise of good 
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intentions with regard to some of rhe problems fac ing the 
Province. Mr Daultana ' s  rise to power is a story of intrigue 
and chicanery , of d i s loyalty to his po l i t ical friends and 
unprinc ipled a l l iances with persons who could be used as 
stepping-stones to cheap success, of electoral gerrymandering 
and mi suse of the administrative machinery , and of a lack  of 
pol i t ical scruples which would be reminiscent of a minor 
Machiavel l i  were i t  not dist ingu ished by repeated fai lure . The 
hope that once he had achieved his ambition Mr Daultana 
would harness hi� abi l i ty-with which he was reputed to be 
equipped in fair measure-to publ ic service was grieYously 
brief, and as Chief Min ister he continued to employ the same 
unsavoury methods to reta in power and consol idate h i s  
posit ion.  That i s  why the record of his  Ministry i s  so  barren 
of posit ive achievement. and the abrupt ending of h i s  tenure 
of office finds h im with few supporters wi thin h i s  party and 
few sympath isers outside it. While on the whole Mr Daultana 
wi l l  be regarded as the cost l iest  pol i t ical  fai lure of the 
Punjab ' s  post-Part i i on hi-;tory. h i s  greatest act of di sserv ice 
to the Prov ince was the pecul iar role he played during the 
last few weeks .  Driven by an overweening ambit ion, he 
sought to  make polit ical capital out of the Direct Act ion 
movement .  which was connived at or direct l y  assisted
presumably with the purpose of browbeating the Centre into 
according Mr Daultana a special posit ion in the Mus l im 
League hierarchy . I t  should have been antic ipated by Mr 
Daul tana and his  advisers t hat against the background of 
widespread publ ic  d i scontent-accentuated by a severe 
economic crisi s---a movement of this  sort was bound to 
overflow the channels defined for i t  by i t s  authors or their 
patron s .  Even when i t  had become o b v i o u s  tha t  an 
unorgan i sed m a s s  upheaval h a d  b e e n  un leashed,  and that 

certain ant i-social elements had started taking advantage of 
the s i tuation to commi t  crimes of a most heinous nature, the 
Punjab Government made no proper effort to stern the t ide 
and, in fact .  some of their actions only helped to spread the 
flood. In these c ircumtances, Martial Law was i mposed in 
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Lahore and the Army g iven the unpleasant task of restoring 
l aw and order-for the Paki stan Army a novel  burden , which 
i t  has borne w ith restra int  and effi c iency.  

W h i le  we earnest ly  h ope that there w i l l  be no further 
recrude scence of l a\\ l e s sness  in any p art of the Punj ab .  and 
that the people w i l l  take stock of the whole s ituat ion and 
real ise how their  re l i g ious  sentiments h ave been explo i ted. i t  
i s  absol ute ly  necessary that a l l  the c i rcumstances \vhich led 
to the recent trouble  should be investigated by a powerfu l  
and i mparti al comm i s s i on-w ith w i de term s of reference
w h i ch would probe not only the orgy of v i o lence and the 
Punjab adm i n i strat ion ' s  respon s ib i l i ty in the m atter. but al so 
the various pol i t ical aspects of the chain  of events . . .  

With  regard to the l atest action taken by the Centre to 
deal with the Punjab s i t uat ion.  the manner i n  which :Vh F i roz 
K han Noon has been e lected to the Chief ,1\1 i n i s ter' s office i s  
l i ke l y  t o  b e  a handicap.  Further. M r  Noon w i l l  b e  \Vork ing 
w i th an Assembly Party \Vhich has  fai led m i serab l y  to  perform 
i t s  duty of contro l l ing and guiding t he Daultan a  M i n i stry, 
and which is motiYated l arge l y  by the se lf- in te rest  of i t s  
i n d i v idual members. w h o s e  i n stabi l i ty c a n  be j udged by the 
w i l l i ngness of near ly  every fact ional  group to worshi p  the 
r i s i n g  s u n .  W h i l e  we \\ i l l  resen e fu rther  c o m m e n t  on 
M r  Noon and h i s  qual i fi cat i on for the task that has been 
entrusted to h i m .  it is necessary to re i t e rate that n e i ther i n  the 
Punj ab nor i n  any other part of the c ountry can t he state of 
chronic c r i s i s  be overcome w ithout ihe app l icat ion of drast i c  
remed ies .  A s  far as t h e  pol i t ica l  c r i s e s  are concerned. what 
Paki stan needs i s  country-wide General Elect ions that w o u l d  
g i ve t h e  people a chance to deci de w h o  should ru le t h e m  a t  
t h e  Centre a n d  i n  t h e  ProY inces . . .  

5 Apri l  1 953 

The Noon Ministry 

After a whole week of cogitat ion and non-stop <' '.'nsu ltati o n s  
w i th t h e  horde o f  M us l i m  League M LAs eager to serve t h e i r  
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new Chief-preferably in a Min isterial capacity-Mr Firoz 
Khan Noon has selected a Cabinet that w i l l  not sati sfy many 
people in  the Punjab bes ides the Mini sters themselves and 
thei r  personal friends. In fact ,  the Noon Mini stry is such an 
extraordinary combin ation of nonentites and undesirables 
that-in a world where comparisons are unavoidable-we 
are beginning to wonder if our indictment of the Daultana 
Cabinet was not unduly harsh . It seems quite obvious that 
either, in  the tumult of a mass scramble for office, Mr Noon 
a llowed himself to be guided by what is euphemist ical ly 
cal led practical pol i ti c s  and forgot the brave promise he had 
made on h i s  anival in Lahore. or that the Musl im League 
A s se m b l y  Par ty  i s  v i rt u a l l y  bankrupt  of ' mer i t  a n d  
su itab i l ity ' -the cri teria which were t o  govern the Chief 
Min ister ' s  choice of his col leagues .  With regard to the three 
cons iderat ions  wh ich M r  N oon c l aims  have guided h i s  
dec i s i o n .  to s a y  that  t h e  gent lemen form ing  t h e  n e w  
Government are · acceptable to the pub l i c '  i s  t o  treat the 
democratic aspirations of the Punjab peopl e  with a levity 
bordering on contempL as for the present bunch of Mini sters 
being ' capabl e  of d ischarging their responsibi l ities ' ,  those 
already tried have been found wanting, while the apprentices 
show l ittle promi se of b lossoming into bri l l iant pol icy-makers 
or administrators ; and with regard to the party ' s  backing, any 
other group wou ld  u ndoubtedl y  have received as much 
support as the present M in i stry i s  guaranteed, for a vast 
majority of the band of se lfless heroes who constitute the 
Mus l im League Assembly  Party are men of princ iple, of 
constant fidel ity-for they owe their  l oyalty to the Ministerial 
chair and not to the person who occupies i t .  

Apart from these genera l  considerations which made M r  
Noon ' s  landlord-dom i n ated C ab i net  a n  unpl e asant surprise 

for the Punjab. it is  amazing that i t  has been considered proper 
and advisab le  to include Mr M uzaffar Al i  Khan Qizi lbash i n  
what i s  supposed to  be  a Musl im League Ministry. A rel ic  of 
the Unionist Party ,  Mr Qizi lbash was one of the few Punjabi 
Muslims who made assiduous efforts to disrupt the national 
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fron t  of I n dian M u s l i m s .  who knowingly p layed the game of 
Paki stan ' s  enemies and set  in motion the chain of events that 
c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  fr i g h t fu l  l 9-+ 7 h o l o c a u s t .  Th i s  f i n e  
gentleman , whose record o f  post-Part i t ion association w ith 
the M u s l i m  League was su l l ie d  as rec e n t l y  as the 1 95 1  

A s s e m b l y  e le c t i o n s  w h e n  he opposed and d e feated the 
M us l im League c andi date . has been entru sted with a num ber 
of i mportant portfo l i o s  inc luding.  rather i ro n ical l y .  that of 
refugee reh ab i l i ta t ion . It is a l s o  ex treme l y  odd that two 
M i n i sters have been chosen from the outgo i n g  M i n i stry.  
v i rtual l y  d i s m i ssed from office a l leged!) for grave m i sdeeds.  
If  M r  Daul  tan a was asked to re s ign for his  Government " s 
m i sh an d l i n g  o f  t h e  P u nj ab s i t u at i on . i t  i s  d i ffi c u l t  to 
understand ho\\ Mes srs Das t i  and Leghari c an he ah-,oh e d  of 
a l l  b lame and respon s i b i l i ty .  Like the re st of their  former 
co l k ague s .  these two M i ni sters .  affl i ct e d  with a c h ro n i c  
attachment t o  offi ce.  \\ ere ful l y  assoc iated \\ i th C \ ery act i on 
of the Daul tana M in istry.  inc luding Mr Daultana · s  statement 
of 6 March:  and in fact one of them tl e\\ to K arachi  to p l ead 
w i th the Centre on Mr Daultan a ' s  behal f. The i r  inc lus ion i n  
the ne\v M i n i stry i s  bound to foster rn i sgi\  i n g s  about the 

Ce ntral  M u s l i m  League leaders h i p  · s ro l e  i n  the P u n j a b  
i m brog l i o .  

We s e e  t h u s  that M r  Firoz K han Nl)on.  a l ready �e\ ·ere ly  
handicapped by the manner of  h i s  e le\ a 1 ion to \1r Dau l tana · s 
hurri edly -\acated gaddi. has found h i m-.,e l f  a team \\ hich i :-,  
n o t  l ikely to be much of an asset i n  tac k l ing t h e  wide range 

of compl icated problems that confront the Punjab. part icu larly 
when \1 r N oon h i m s e l f  h a s  had hard l y  any e x perience of 

working with the mase-.; o f  our people and. during his v aried 
career. has ah\ ays O\\ ed his p o � i t i on not to p u h l i c support 
but to nomi nation from ahm· e .  I t  i s .  ot cour�e.  larg e ! :.  t rue 
that i ncl i \· i dua ls  do not count for much and that the more 
i mportant factor determ ining a Gm ernment ' s ach ie\ ements
and its  fut ure fate-is the nature of the pol ic ies  formu l ated 
and the manner in which they arc i m plemented.  \V ith regard 
to the l\oon \1i n i stry ' s i n tent i on-.; \\ e ha\C l i tt l e  t o  go by.  and 
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i t  would perhaps be uncharitable to judge Mr Noon ' s  future 
course or action by his polit ical past. H i s  platitudinous, c l iche
ridden utterances s ince his nomination for the present post 
provide no indication of his having grown in pol i t ical  stature 
suffic iently to be able to pu l l  the Punjab out of the exist ing 
morass and put i t  on to the path of progress and prosperity, 
g iv ing our people the decent. honest and c lean admin istration 
to which they are entit led. However, taking note of the plea 
of Mr Noon ' s  friends, we are wi l l ing. albeit  without much 
hope, to give \Ir Noon and his Min istry a chance to disprove 
the m isgivings which we share \V ith the vast masses of the 
Punjab people; but we would l i ke to re i terate that the critical 
pol i t ical situation in the Punjab. and in most other Provinces 
of Pakistan. calls for the application of the only democrati c  
remedy usefu l  in  such s i tuarions--an appeal t o  the people 
through country-w ide e lect ions, whose fairness is guaranteed 
to the satisfaction of all part ic i pants .  

23 May 1 955 

The Chronic l\1alady 

The polit ical quicksands of the Punjab have swal lowed up 
yet another Musl im League M ini stry- th.� fifth i nept group 
of M us l im League gent lemen who were undeserved ly  
elevated to  high office. enjoyed a monopoly of  power for a 
year or two , and have been thrown out w i thout  much 
ceremony. leaving behind them only the memory of one more 
phase in the unending. unpri n c i p l e d  factional struggle for 

power that has dominated the Punjab Musl im League s ince 
the advent of freedom. It is a strange irony that '.\1r Firoz 
Khan Noon, who entered the M i 11 1 steri a l  throne-room through 
the back door opened for h i m  by the Centre, fol l o w i ng a 

serious fact ional  bust-up.  and occupied the posi t ion Mr 
Mumtaz Daul tana had been compe l led to vacate under strong 
Central pressure. should now be dismi ssed by the Governor, 
acting in the name and with the approval of the Central 
Government. The Punjab Governor has with ' deep regret '  
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w i thhe ld h i s  ' pl e asure ' from the N oon M i ni stry, because, 
according to the Government House comm un i q u e .  it  ' does 
not command the confidence of the m ajority of the members 
of the Punj ab Leg i s l at ive Assembl y ' .  If \1r Noon h ad i ndeed 
forfei ted the support of h i s  part y .  dem ocrat i c  propr iety  
demanded that the party should have been a l lowed to exp ress 
i tse lf  on th i �; d i sputed point before the \1 i n i , t1-y' s d i s m i ssal . 
Ex post facro endorsement of the G overnor · ..; act i on by the 
M u s l i m  League A s semb ly Party w i l l  have l i tt l e  value.  for i t  
i s  w e l l  known that a s i zeable m ajority of th is  gal l ant  band of 
pol i t i c i an s  is devotedly loyal  to the sceptre i tse lf. rather than 
to the person \Yho w ields i t .  I t  is  also difficu l t  to accept the 
impl icat i on that respon s i b i l i ty for the · steady deterioration i n  
the adm i n i strat ion ' rests who l l y  w i t h  M r  N oon and those o f  
h i s  col leagues who remai ned loyal to h i m .  and that the four 

· rebe l '  M i n i s ters-who have been i n c l uded i n  the n e w  

\1i n i stry-arc paragon s  o f  a l l  t h e  adm i n i strat iw v irtues .  or 
that they and their  new compeers w il l  be able to end the 
publ ic  d iscontent and the demoral i sation among the serv ices .  
The denouement of the drama being enacted on the Punjab ' s  
pol i t ical stage does not seem t o  be ava i l able i n  the offi c i al 
script and must .  therefore . be sought e l sewhere. 

Mr Firoz K han Noon ' s  statement on the subject. describing 
himself as a martyr in the cause of democracy. is also not l ikely 
to be accepted by impartial observers as a correct analys is  of 
recent events .  Whi le M r  Noon is on fim1 ground when he 
complains against the manner i n  which h i s  Ministry has been 
replaced by a new one. he seems to forget that his own accession 
to power was also the result  of order>. from outside and that the 
. .\ssembly Party elected him only after h i s  nomination by the 
Centre . And . if  \Ir '.\oon · s · po�it ion as leader of the Party was 
unassai lable · . he should have boldly met the chal lenge of the 
· rebel ' Ministers and called a party meeting to take d isc ipl i nary 
action against them for the ir unprecedented act of sending i n  
their res ignations direct to t h e  Governor without infom1 ing thei r  
leader. Such a meeting would ha\e al lO\\ e d  the ljUestion of 
confidence in the Chief  M i n i ster to be determ i ne d  in a 
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democratic manner. Frn1her. if Mr  Noon · s stand in regard to the 
creation of an amalgamated legislature for West Pakistan was 
motivated by democratic considerations. and the move was not 
intended merely to safeguard his own position in the One-Unit 
set-up. it is strange that an issue of such public importance was 
not brought before the party or put to the people. With regard to 
the question of nominating the Punjab's  representatives to the 
Constituent Assembly. Mr Noon 's  orig inal proposal. that the 
job should be entrusted to a triumvirate. was only a shade less 
undemocratic than Mr Daultana · s suggestion that the party 
should surrender its rights to the Centre. It appears obvious that, 
if the ex-Chief Minister' s  avowed love for democracy had not 
found such belated expression, his sudden downfall would have 
excited greater pubic sympathy and the relevant gubernatorial 
fiat would have evoked greater criticism. 

The polit ical issues that are now being rai sed by the 
spokesmen of the rival factions may not be entire ly unrelated 
to the latest developments. but the main cause of the Nth 
round of the intra-Party tussle we have just wi tnessed is the 
chronic malady with wh i ch ever� , \1us l im League leader is 
affl icted and which has brought the Muslim League to i t s  
deathbed-an unrestrained l ust for office .  Coupled wi th a 
rather rare absence of all pol i t ical scruples .  an u tter lack of 
devotion to pol itical pri nciples of any sort, and the abi l i ty to 
change personal loyal t i e s  at short no t i ce ,  the  M u s l i m  
Leaguers · uninhibi ted pursuit  o f  power and pelf has created 
an unholy mess which has poisoned the country ' s  pol i t ical 
atmosphere and reduced pol i t ics to a game of intrigue and 
chicanery, p layed in the drawing-rooms of M in i s ters or self
appointed candidate� for Min i sterial office. The people never 
fi gure in  the i r  reckoning .  except  when they are to be 
bamboozled or coerced at the  elect ions to vote for persons 

supported by those in authori ty :  whi l e  indepenent pol it ical 
in i t iative has been suppressed with the help of a host of 
arbitrary l aws .  The organ i sat i on of the ru l i ng party l ies  
paralysed; and i ts Assembly part ies are consulted only when 
it is  cons idered safe to do so. The l atest batt le in the Punjab, 
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which saw many a scarred veteran of former i n t ra-Party frays 
enter the l i st s .  c losely fol lowed the general pattern of the 
M u s l i m  League · s seasonal  strugg l e s .  The i s sue at stake,  
n ame l y ,  the nominations to the Const i tuent A s sembl y ,  was 
not the sole c ause of the confl ict which had been brewing for 
some t i m e .  I t  became the casus he!li by an accident of t ime 
rather than because of any essent ial fac tors . And.  i n  any case, 
unless  the Punjab l eaders com pletel y  cl i -;bel ie ve the Pri me 
M i n i ster · s  dec la ration that the set const i tut ional proced ure 
would be fol l owed for nom i n at ions .  the o<,ten s i b l e  c ause of 
the act ion was e l im i nated a few days ago. B ut the fi ght went 
on,  because.  with the M u s l i m  League being what i t  i s .  such 
fights m u st be carried on to temporary v ictory or defeat
t e m  p o r a  ry b e c a u s e . w h i c h e \' e r  s i d e w i n '> .  \\ h e n  t h e  
red i stri but ion of the l oa\'es  and fi shes i s  m er. t h e  ground w i l l  
b e  ready for another batt l e  fo l l mved b y  another scramble .  
These i n d i sputable fact s  lend further strength to the view that 
the M u s l i m  League and i ts  gu i l t )  men must be driven out of 
their pos i t ions of power i f  the country i s  to be saved from the 
n· i l  consequences of the i r  m i sdeeds . . .  

29 June 1 9�7 

Baluchistan 

IV. B ALUCH ISTAN 

On 30 J une the representatives of B a l uchi stan . con s i st i n g  of 
the Shahi Jirga ( exc luding the K alat State nominees) and non
offi c i al members of the Quetta M u n i c i pal ity.  w i l l  be cal led 

upon to record their vote i n  favour of jo in ing e ither of the 
Constituent A ssembl ies .  From all indications.  publ ic opin ion 
i n  that Prm ince is owrn helmingly i n  fcl\ our of entering the 
Pakistan Consti tuent Assembly .  Only i solated voices are heard 
( as one \\ as the other day ) that Baluchi stan shou l d  negotiate 
\\ ith the Congress as wel l as the League. and -., ide \\ i th that 
body which offers the most advantage ous tenn s.  Apart from 
the fact that any hesitation i n  choosing between Musl i m  India 
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and H indu India reflects i l l  on the national consciousness of 
those who advocated this petty bargaining, did they not pause 
to think that the Congress could now offer them nothing? The 
Congress no l onger finds it practical polit ics to take a Musl im 
Province directly under its wing.  I t  now knows. to i ts cost, that 
the game is not worthwhi le; and instead of figuring as a direct ly  
interested party in the coming referendums, i t  encourages i ts 
stooges to d iscard their  old labels and assume newer and 
osten sibly more appeal ing ones. The NWFP has to offer 
Baluchistan an object lesson. Having despaired of drawing the 
Frontier Province into its fold, the Congress has signali sed its 
defeat by boycotting the referendum, under pretexts which do 
not invest its necessity with even a semblance of virtue. If 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar had broken away from the Congress on 
the ground that by accepting Dominion S tatus it had betrayed 
i ts  creed, we would have credi ted h im with honesty and 
consistent principles. His  leadership was Congress-sustained 
and now stands exhausted of its entire dynamics .  The Frontier 
referendum i s  expected to be a certain walk-over for the League 
a certain . . .  The example of the Frontier Khanate should not be 
lost upon Congress henchmen, if there be any, in Baluchistan. 
I t  is  not only geography. but rel igion and ideology as well ,  that 
render Baluchistan ' s  kinship with Pakistan all the closer. I t  is 
hoped that the Baluch Province wi l l  enthus iastical ly  respond 
to the call of the great leader who has served i t ,  and the rest of 
Musl im India, for ten years, with a wholehearted devotion, 
singleness of purpose and unrival led sagacity .  There will be 
efforts, maybe some of them determined and even ingenious, 
to disrupt Muslim unity in Baluchistan: but it i s  for the Baluchis 
to presen t  a s o l i d ,  i n v inc i b l e  fro n t  aga in s t  a l l  such  
machinations . . .  

1 3  December 1 947 

Baluchistan 

The issue of the future of Baluchistan has been brought to the 
fore by the S ind Prime M i nister's plea for i ts  amalgamation 
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w i t h  h i s  Provi nce.  The plea has been endorsed by Qazi I sa.  
the Pres i dent of the B al uc h i stan M u s l i m  Le ague .  The two 
l e aders seem to differ only  on one point .  and that  i s  whether 
Quetta should be the perm anent capi ta l  of the new e n larged 
Province or only  i t s  summer capital . This .  no doubt.  has some 
s i g n i ficance to M i n i .qers and future M i n i s ters. but  there are 
other matters of greater i mportance to be conside red i n  any 
discuss ions regarding the future of t h i s  PrO\ ince.  The fi rst  i s  
t h e  present deplorab l e  economi c  and po l i t i ca l  condit i on of 
t h e  Pro v i n c e .  B a l u c h i s t an i s  one of t h o s e  s t rateg i c a l l y  
i mportant  tracts  o f  l and which were anne xed b y  the B ri t i sh 
Government for reasons of h i gh I mperi a l  pol i c y .  M i l i tary 
strategy being the ir  sole interest  in the Pro\' i nce .  nothi n g  has 
mattered to them as long as the roads and cantonments were 
safe for the ir  arm i e s .  The I mperial  GO\ ernment  of I nd i a. 
therefore, set up an autocratic regi m e  i n  t he PrO\ i nce t hat 
dealt w i t h  the people through tr ibal  lords.  through br ibery. 
corrupt ion or terrori sat ion.  The seat of power and authori t y  
was and i s  occupied b y  an offi c i a l  k n o w n  as the A g e n t  to t h e  
Governor-General . Res i dent a n d  Chief  Comm i s s i oner. H e  i s  
a s s i s t e d  b y  a n u m b e r  o f  offi c e r s  fro m  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  
Department .  I t  i s  c lear that after the e stabl i shment  o f  Pak i stan 
t here is no room for a regime of t h i s  descript ion .  and the first 
task for our leaders is to scrap t h i s  vest ige of i mperi a l i s m  and 
set  up an adm i n i strat i on w hi c h  is democrati c  and l i nked 
close l y  to the peop l e  \\ horn i t  gow rn s . I t  is  a matter of regret 
that. let alone a drast ic  change in the system of adm i n i stration.  
not even the personne l of the old adm i n i stra t i o n  have been 
disturbed. and Baluchi stan has con t i n ued to be an i s land o f  

autocracy i n  a Pak i stan surging \\ i t h  new l i fe .  Th i s  i s  problem 
n umber one. and must  be remedied at  once .  

The Government and l eaders of  Paki stan haYe al so to pay 
attent ion to the most  pract icable program me w hereby the 
pre sent adm i n i strat i on c an be made to gin� \\·ay to a system 
which conform s m or e  to the pattern of gm ernment in other 
parts of Pak i stan.  A l ong \\ i th a speedy democrati sat ion of the 
adm i n i stration of the PrO\ incc. the m ajor task of developing 
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i t s  vas t  agri cu l t u ra l  and i ndus t r i a l  re sources  mus t  be 
undertaken . The anomaly of a potentia l ly rich country, wi th 
i t s  people l i v ing a poverty-stricken nomadic or pastoral 
ex i stence, cannot be a l lowed to go on . The quest ion of 
whether B al uchistan i s  to be amalgamated with Sind or not i s  
reall y  a secondary question . I f  the  factors we have l i sted 
above can speedi ly  be guaranteed by such an amalgamation, 
i t  probably would be welcome. The deci si on in  any case is 
one which must be made in the i nterests of and by the 
common people of Baluchistan . 

30 March 1 948 

Kalat 's Accession 

The State of Kalat has. at long last, acceded to Pakistan. If 
the Khan had taken common sense as his  guide, he would  
have realised in  the very beginning that such a step was 
inevitable and acted weeks ago. He ignored both wisdom and 
discretion and busied himself with creat ing an anti-Pakistan 
front among his people through the so-cal led Kalat National 
Party. He adopted delaying tactics which, coupled with his 
self-contradictory statements, led one to suspect that there 
was more going on than met the eye. The defection of Las 
Bela ,  Mekran and Kharan from the B aluchistan Federation, 
of which the [Khan of] Kalat was the nominal head, was a 
step in the right d irection and under the c ircumstances ful ly 
just ified, whatever quibbl i ng constituti onal pundits say. Thi s  
took away from the  Khan ' s  suzerainty territory almost equal 
to Kalat itsel f, and doubtless prodded him to wake up from 
h is  dreams of independent sovere ignty. Though robbed of 
much of its grace by the Khan of Kalat ' s  very pecul iar tactics ,  
h i s  decis ion to do the r ight  th ing i s  most  welcome. We wil l  
not, therefore, bother about the Indian S tates M in i st ry ' s  
disclosure, s trongly denied b y  the Khan o f  Kalar, that two 
months ago Kalat app l ied for accession to India.  The Kalat 
business has ended in a complete v ictory for Pakistan which. 
however, is not by any means a defeat for Kalat. For the 
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future we trust that Ka lat and i t s  people w i l l  flourish and 
develop as an i ntegral part of Pakistan and wi l l  be given al l  
assi stance to travel .  in company with the ir Musl im brethren 
of the rest of the country . along the road to prosperity and 
ful l  democracy .  

8 October 1958 

Crisis in Kalat 

The Khan of Kalat " s  act iv i t ies since his return from a grand 
tour of Europe and America had made h is  arrest inevitable. 
The ex-Ruler gave out publicly that he was thinking of taking 
legal action to secure the reviva l  of h is Principal i ty .  but .  at 
the same t ime.  he engaged himself in a v i trio l ic  campaign in 
favour of Kalar "  s secession from Paki stan . and in pursuance 
of this aim he i s  reported to have been mustering host i le 
tribal lashkars. While he had h itherto refused to accept the 
val idity of Pakistan · s Consti tut ion. he now began to match 
mutinous deeds with sedi t ious words. and apparent ly wanted 
to take advantage of the confusion created in West Pak istan 
by the One-Un i t  controversy to raise the banner of revolt .  By 
ceremonia l ly  lowering the Pakistan flag from the ramparts of 
the Miri Fort and hoist ing the old Kalar  standard . and refus ing 
to v is i t  K arachi to d i scuss his grievances with the Pres ident 
of Pak i stan . the Khan threw an open cha l l enge to the 
Government estab l i shed by law. He probably hoped that he 
would be able to blackmail the Pakistan Government into 
accepting his demands.  but he was. s imu ltaneously. getting 
ready to back them up with the force of arms .  And if there 
were any doubts about the Khan of Kalat " s  i ntentions, they 
haw been set at rest bv the fact that he res i sted arrest and his 
re ta iners  sho t  at the represen ta t i ves  of the P a k i s t a n  
Government. and. after h i s  surrender. provoked a c lash by 
trying to prevent his deportation .  

While the Government ' s  prompt action in scotching the 
Khan of Kalat " s  rebel l ion wi l l  undoubtedly meet wi th general 
apprm al-although one hopes that he \\ i l l  he brought to trial , 
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so that his accompl ices can be exposed and his hirelings cannot 
present him to the people as a martyr to some cause-the fact 
that eleven years after its creation Pakistan can st i l l  be faced 
with a feudal revolt provides cause for deep anxiety. It c learly 
needs to be rea l i s ed by Author i ty  that  the neces sary 
administrative action that has been taken wi l l  not by i tself 
solve the problem . The cris is  in Kalat will yield only to a 
careful p lan to foster democracy i n  the area and create 
institutions that will help to fil l  the vacuum of leadership caused 
by the l iquidation of the Khan · s regime. India · s experience 
shows that the e l imination of Princely States is not only an 
imperative task but one that should be accomplished with 
reasonable speed. In  Paki stan . unfortunately ,  Government 
pol icy towards its feudal principal i ties has been hesi tant and 
confused. with the resu I t  that a number of these States exist 
even today and, where they have been e l iminated, undue 
respect has been shown for the Rulers · privileges. In  Kalat. for 
instance, the Khan was entit led to call himself the Khan-e
Azam, he was given a large privy purse and special import 
l icences, and al lowed to maintain a host of armed retainers. 
The use made by the Khan of his spec ial position should 
conv ince Pakistan ' s  rulers that there can be no compromise 
between feudal despoti sm and genuine democracy, and that. if 
we are real ly concerned about the stabi l i ty and prosperity of 
the region, medieval tradi tions and privi leges favouring a few 
at the expense of the many must be completely wiped out. The 
policy of pampering the Khans and Nawabs,  who were petty 
puppets in 1 947, of bribing them to surrender in l ittle driblets 
authority which anyhow could not remain theirs for long after 
the departure of the Brit ish, has caused many complications i n  
t he  past :  and  i t  w i l l  c reate new d iffi cu l t ies  u n less  the 
Government can be persuaded to real ise that the so-called rights 

of would-be kings and chieftains must be extinguished, so that 
the people can flourish and their rights can be ful ly  guaranteed. 

In the c ircumstances ,  i t  is c learly necessary that a l l  
agreements entered into by  the Pakistan Government with 
the Rulers of ex i s ting or extinct Princ ipal i t ies should be 
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carefu l l y  revi sed and submi tted to Parl i ament for i t s  sanct ion .  
Where s u c h  an agreement tends to  maintain  the fict ion of  
some sort of an  autonomous status  for any of these  S tates .  or  
otherw ise  accords u nde mocrat ic  pr iYi leges to a Rule r, the 
agree ment should be s u itably amended. And if the R u le rs 
harbour any i l l u s ions  about the i r  pos i t ion .  they s hou l d  be 
compel led to accept the fact that Pak istan i s  a sovereign State, 
and that its u n fettered sm ereig nt) . w h i c h  \ e s ts  in the people .  
i s  exerc i sed by Par l i ament :  that t h i s  body has the r ight to  
make any arrangement i t  consider-. co1wenient for a part i cu lar 
part of Paki stan · s terr i tori e s :  and that n o  petty Pri nee wi I I  be 
al lowed to produce a parchment giYen to h i s  ancestors by 
some B ri t i s h  freebooter in s upport of some c l a i m  that seeks 
to h inder Pak i q an · s m arc h towards comp lete democrac y .  

2 2  December l 9..t9 

More Confusion 

V. SIN D 

The latest deYe lopment i n  S ind pol i t ics  would have excited 
considerable i n terest  if M r  K h u h ro · s sudden emergence as 
t he champion of p o p u l a r  cause-. could  be i n terpreted as  
a n y th i n g m o re t h an a fac t i o n a l  move o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
c h e s s b n :!rd o f  t h a t  b e n i g h t e d  P r o \  i n c e .  T h e  W o rk i n g 
Committee of the S i nd M us l i m  League.  w i th '.\t r Khuhro as 
Pre sident.  has recently passed a number of resolut ions:  among 
other l e s s  i mportant ckc l arati o n s .  the C o m m i ttee has put 
forward the demand for the i mmediate abo l i tion of jagirdari 
and has called for the w i thdrawal of a l l  S afety Laws.  I n  
normal c ircu m stances.  i t s  adnKacy o f  urgent l and-reforms 
and the restoration of c i  \ i I I i  bert ies  \\ ou I d  haw earned the 
S i nd M u s l i m  League cou ntry - w ide approbation : hut i n  the 
context of Sind' s pol it ica l  s i tuat ion.  when the p ro m i nent l ocal 
po l i t ic ians  are known to have ma.qered the tactics m ade 
famous by !\lc s srs M amdot and Daultana. no new trend i n  
factional pol ic ies  can h e  accepted a t  i t s  face \ al u e .  S i nce 
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every acti on of the so-cal led leaders o f  S ind has to be 
regarded as a part of their struggle for personal supremacy,  
the conclusion i s  inevitable that Mr Khuhro · s  Musl im League 
has di scovered a conscience, not so much to help the people 
of S i nd as to harm Mr Yusuf Haroon and his friends. both in 
S ind and at the Centre. 

In the last round of the Khuhro-Haroon batt le for power. 
the S ind Premier succeeded in by-passing or overcoming the 
various obstacles placed in his way by Mr Khuhro. The 
Provincial Musl im League President fai led in h i s  attempts to 
drive the Musl im League Premier out of office and replace 
him with somebody more worthy of the President ' s  trust .  
Al though both protagonists are wont to make cons iderable 
use o f  democrat ic phraseology, and c laim that thei r  actions 
are guided solely by an i rrepressible passion to serve the 
people, it has become abundantly c lear that the pol i t ical 
storms in  Sind are total ly unrelated to the problems of that 
Province and that the v ictory of either one or the other faction 
cannot. even remotely.  be regarded as a victory for the S indi  
people or any principle of democracy. I t  i s  now general ly 
real i sed that no ru les govern this game of personal power
pol i t i c s  and that the po l i t i c ian s  who have p l agued the 
Prov i nces  of Pak i stan s i nce i t s  i ncept ion  are mos t ly  
unburdened with strong moral scruples o r  pol i t ical principles. 
The means used in S ind to further their petty personal ends. 
as el sewhere ,  have been far from c lean , and the Musl im 
League organisation, instead of trying to stem the rot .  has 
a l lowed itself to be used as a mere pawn in the game. 

Against this background. the fine words spoken by Mr 
Khuhro or h i s  group of fo l lowers among the M u s l i m  
Leaguers, and the resolutions passed by the the Sind Musl im 
League Working Committee i n  support o f  certain popu lar 
demands, possess no great significance. Mr Khuhro ' s espousal 
of a good cause, for ul terior motives, does not promi se any 
happy results ,  while the danger exists that h i s  use of popular 
s logans may cause a great deal of confusion among the people 
of S i nd. 
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1 0  November 1 949 

Sind and the Centre 

The S i nd Premie r ' s  res ignat ion and h i s  immedi ate re
appoi ntmen t  to the same offi ce w i l l  be v i ewed w i t h  
cons iderable concern b y  al l  th inking persons .  I n  norma l  
c i rcumstances. when a Prime \1inister enjoys the support of 
the people  in whose name he governs.  such a step would not 
be anything unusual. and al l  that democratic usage would 
require would be an early appearance of the new Cabinet 
before the Legis lature to obtain a vote of confidence. But the 
S ind affair is far from being so simple and straightforward. 
About nine months ago a strange precedent  was created to 
make Mr Yusuf Haroon the Premier of S ind when he was not 
even a member of the Prov incial Assembly .  During th i s  
period he has been unable t o  get himself elected t o  the House, 
despite his official position and the ful lest support of the 
Centre. When i t  is known that. legal ly .  Mr Haroon could not 
have continued in office after another few weeks ,  the drama 
enacted last Monday in Sind Government House can onl y  be 
characterized as a lawyer 's  trick to bypass the constitutional 
st ipulation that a M inister cannot remain in  office if for ten 
consecutive months he i s  not a member of the Provincial 
Legis lature. 

So far Mr Haroon has not cons idered i t  necessary or 
exped i en t  even  to seek the approval  of the League  
Parliamentary Party: hu t  i t  may be  said .  in extenuation of  the 
unorthodox doings of the self-appointed lords of Sind, that 
just as n i n e  months ago the S i nd A s sembly had accepted him 
as Premier. this august body \\ as l ike ly to agree to the l atest 
arrangements. In the abstract his  argument may possess some 
force. although even legislative sanct ion is not sufficient to 
condone a v iolat ion of the Cons t i tut ion :  in actual fact .  
however. even th i s  prop w i l l  no t  stand the fi rst test of  
democracy .  The l andlord-ridden Sind Assembly i s  known to 
represen t  o n l y  an i n s i g n i fi c ant perce ntage of S i nd ' s  
populat ion:  i t  is  the same i l l u'itrious gathering that supported 
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Mr Khuhro unti l  he was dismi ssed by the Quaid- i -Azam and, 
s imil arly, gave Pir I l lahi B ukhsh its fu l lest  confidence as 
long as a court of law did not debar him from further sul lying 
the name of his  Provi nce. During the next ten months, Mr 
Yusuf Haroon may succeed in  persuading Mr Khuhro to give 
him the League t icket for some by-election; he may also 
convince the Returning Officer or an Electi ons Tribunal that 
he i s  a qual ified voter and then he may even win the election. 
Fail ing  this he could go on repeating his  present performance 
after every nine months and twenty-nine days .  if the Centre 
perseveres in its present obliging mood. In either case, i t  i s  
highly probable that a majority of  the  S imi MLAs wi l l  support 
him and raise no objections of any sort as long as their petty 
personal demands are sati sfied by the administration.  It is 
quite obvious that. i f  matters v. ere left to  the judgement of 
these gentlemen, Mr Haroon. or anyone e lse for that matter, 
could misru le S imi for the rest of his l ife . 

Constitut ional antics apart, Mr Yusuf Haroon has given the 
people of Simi no cause to share his own opinion of himself. 
namely, that his continuation as Premier, by hook or by crook, 
is in the best interests of their Province. When Mr Hamon was 
selected to head Sind ' s  third post-partit ion Mini stry, the absence 
of any but a vague political record was taken by some to augur 
well for the future. His youth and inflated bank balance were 
c ited as assurance of some spark of ideal ism and a measure of 
selflessness. But, l ike other<., of his ilk in S ind and elsewhere, 
Mr Haroon 's policy has been to defeat in actual pract ice what 
he publicly declares to be his intentions. Proper rehabi l itation of 
refugees. l iberation of the Haris from the clutches of a tyrannical 
feudalism, the pledge to end factionalism and c lean up the 
adm in i s t ra t i on-al l  h i s  promises  remain  empty words,  
complete ly unrelated to hi�  day-to-day work as  Pre mier. The 

new bunch of MLAs he now has as col leagues do not betoken 
any change for the better in the Haroon Ministry ' s  policies; 
they merely signify one more shift in the factional al ignments 
inside the S ind Muslim League. On the contrary, a further 
deterioration may well be expected. The three new Ministers 
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are not unknown to S imi pol it ics .  \1ir  Ghulam A l i  Talpur 
possesses the well -earned reputation of being one of the most 
reactionary and unre l iable pol it ic ian s  in a l and \\'here pol it ic ian s  
o f  h i s  c las s  enjoy n o  great reputat ion e ither for espousing the 
cause of progress or for con si stenc) . The other two. \1r Maula 
Bakhsh Soomro and M r  Rah i m  Bakhsh Soomro. are brother 
and son of the l ate \1 r A l l ah B akhsh. whose posi t ion in \1us l im 

pol it ics was  s i m i lar to that of \ Ialik Khizar H ayat Ti\\ ana. l t  i s  
not  implied that these two gentlemen should be  debarred from 
public l i fe on account of their i gnoble past h i story or fam i l y  
affi l i at ions.  b u t  w e  arc conv inced that the possession o f  fami l y  
influence o f  t h i s  son a s  their only qual i ficat ion should not have 
been al lowed to e levate uncle and nephe\\ to \ l u s l i m  League 
M i n i sterships .  

Pol i tical l i fe i n  S i mi i s  dominated by unprinc ipled fact i ons 
headed by unscrupulous leaders. The Assembl )  offe r" no hope 
of being ab le to thrnv\ up a stable.  Jwnest and efficient M i n i stry. 
I n  these c ircumstance'>. the mi sdeeds of the local :vlus l irn League 
leaders no l onger cau-.e any great surprise. h u t  the peop le have 
a right to ask why the Centre has not acted in S imi as i t  did in 
the West P unjab. The provocation offered by the K h uhros. Pirs. 
H amo n s .  T a l p u rs and S oomros  has heen s u c h  t h a t .  in 
comparison. the best efforts uf \1essr-., \lamdot and Daul tana 
are al most reduced to the lnel of J ll\ enl le  pranks .  Further. 
these m ul t i p l i e d  de l inquencies.  from the highest degree of 
offic ia l  h i gh-handedness and tyranny to the l owest degree of 
intrigue and chicanery. have taken place under the very nose of 
the Centre. Yet. for some incomprehensible reason . the Central 
Govern ment ha� been sati sfied with . . .  patronising one or the 

other nf S im\ " s  e\ er-changing fact ions.  Its latest act. i f  the 
popu lar interpretation of i t  be tru e .  pf al l O\\ ing \1r Yusuf H amon 
to flout the spiri t  of an important prO\ is ion of the Constitution. 
i s  the crowning fol l y  of a pol ic:- which i s  di ffa·u l t  to u nc!er .;tand 
and i mpossi b le to approw. It should be m ade q u ite c k ,u that 
we hold no hrief for Mr Khuhro and wou ld equal l y  col!demn 
any attempt on the part of the Centre to exercise ih i 1 1 tl uence on 
h i s  behalf. It  i s  neccs-.,ary tu do so in b lunt words because it i s  
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bei ng rumoured in certain quarters that a rapprochement 
between the ex-Premier and the Central Government is now 
considered possible and that negotiations are l ikely to be 
conducted through the good (sic) offices of no less a person 
than Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman. 

Apart from the Central Governmen t ' s  Const i tut ional 
duties towards the Provinces of Pakistan, in the pecu l iar 
conditions of today it also shoulders onerous polit ical and 
moral responsib i l i t ies .  When , in correct di scharge of these 
responsibi l it ies, the Centre ordered the dissolution of the West 
Punjab Legis lature, the dec is ion was widely welcomed as 
recogn ising the people ' s  right to be rid of an Assembly which, 
aiding and abett ing the evi l  machinations of a small coterie 
of pol i t ical adventurers, had proved its unworth iness and 
forfe i ted its right to ex is t .  The Governor-General ' s  analysis 
of the Punj ab s i tuat ion appl ies even more apt ly  to the 
condi t ions in S ind.  The Central Government ' s  obv ious duty 
i s  to order new elections in that Province, to be conducted 
wi thout the confus ion and delays that have taken p lace in the 
West Punjab. Thi:-. course offers S ind the only chance of a 
bad ly -needed po l i t ical  c lean-up. We hope no unhealthy 
influences reflecting the paltry motives of ' important ' leaders 
w i l l  prcwnt the Centre from taking a step justi fied in the 
l ight of i t s  own j udgement on the Punjab and so c learly 
demanded by the best interests of S ind and its people .  

23 March 1 953 

Sind Imbroglio 

With the oft-postponed S ind Assembly elections scheduled 
to take place in  May,  the Pres ident of the Paki stan Musl im 
League has  sought  to c l ear the  decks for act ion by ru l ing that 

Mr M.  A. Khuhro ceased to be President of the S ind Musl im 
League fifteen months ago when the Provincia l  Legi sl ature 
was d issolved. Khwaja N azimuddin ' s  verdict is based on the 
contention that Mr Khuhro was, l ike all other Musl im League 
MLAs, merely an ex of/icio member of the Provincial League 
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Counc i l  and that. s i nce h i s  members h i p  automat i c a l l y  l apsed 
w i th the A s sembh ·s  d i sbandment.  h is  cont i n u ation i n  office 
after  30 December 1 95 1  w a� uncon st i tut ional and. thus .  a l l  
h i s  orders and act ions s i nce that d a t e  arc ultrn 1 · ircs and 
ineffect i v e .  It  i s  not \\ ithout s i g n i ficance that the operat ive  
part of  t h e  M u s l i m  League C h i ef' s r u l i n g  re l ates t o  the  
act i v i t i e s  of the  S i mi \1u s l i m  League Par l i am entary B oard. 
w i th regard to which  h e  has l a i d  dO\\ n that app l i cat iom for 
nomi nation as League candi dates i n  the forthcomi n g  e lect ions 
w i l l  now be rece i \  ed hy i h  Secrctar:- and that the act ing 
President of the Pro v i n c i al M u s l i m  L e ague \\ i l l  not  be treated 
as Pres ident of the Parl i am e ntary Board.  

Whatever e l se may be said about \!Ir Khuhro. even his 
worst e nemies  w i l l  concede t hat he clo<:s not accept defeat 
eas i l y .  True to form . he ha'  i s sued a ,tatcment conten d i n g  
t h at K h w aj a  '\ a z i m u c! cl i n · ,  r u l i n g  i s  b a s e d  l' ll · w ro n g  

i n format i o n · .  a s  he 1 \!l r  K h uh ro 1 \\ a s  d u h  e l ected t o  th<: 
Pro\· i n c i a l  rvl u s l i m  League Coun c i l  from Larkana Sllme t i m e  
i n  December 1 95 1 .  T h e  redou btab l e  M r  K h uhro. w h o  seems 
to be l i e \ e that he has an i n a l ienable  r ight  to control the S i nd 
M u s l im League. further argues.  c i t i ng the Punjab precedent.  
that i n  any case K hwaja N az i m u dd i n  h as no r ight  to give a 
rul ing on t h e  point  i n  d i spute <ts it i s  r h e  Prm i n c i a l  LeagUL' · s  
prerogat i v e  t o  decide \vhethcr o r  not  t.", - \ I L\s �hould re m a i n  
ex officio members of t h e  League Cnunc i l .  \1r K h uhro has 
a lso dec lared that the Parl iamentary B oard tai l e d  to e l ec t  a 
Secretary and that. therefo re .  app l i Gi t i llll S !or ' t i ckeh · ' sh a l l  
cont inue t o  he rece ived by t h e  League offi ce a s  h i therto · .  

I t  would he utterl y i rre l a\ ant t o  d i "cuss t h e  const i t ut i onal 

aspect of the case. J lht a.;; a s i m i l ar s i t uation in  the Pun jab was 
treated by d ifferent League persona l i t ies  i n  accordance· \\ i th the 
way it  m i ght have affected the ir  personal or factional t nlerests.  
so the present constitut ional tu ·, s le  i n  S i mi i s  an atternp\ " ; c l oak 
what w i l l  w ide ly be regarded as an u nprincipled �cnro lbie for 
power. That th is  anal y s i s  is not uncharitable is prm cd tJy the 
fact that the \1us l im League · �  Central leadership ·; : cpt over \·J r 
Khuhro · s i l legal occupation of the President ia l  office for fi fr..xn 
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months .  and that he, in turn , c laims to have become an 
' underground'  member of the Council in  his own right a l i ttle 
before the Sind Assembly ' s  dissolution. The real i ssue seems to 
be that the Central party leadership desires to el iminate Mr 
Khuhro from the S ind Musl im League, so that this body can be 
re-organised to fight the Assembly elections under the leadership 
of a person more acceptable to the Centre. Mr Khuhro does not 
favour this p lan to secure h i s  ecl ipse ,  and is apparent ly  
determined to  retain control of  the party organi sation so that he 
may, once again, be able to rule the Province with a faithful 
stooge installed as Chief Minister. In the present circumstances, 
it is difficult to see how the Central League can achieve its aim 
without dissolving the Sind Musl im League-as has been done 
in Karachi and Baluchistan-for if all his documents are in  
order Mr  Khuhro could presumably contest  Khwaj a  
Nazimuddin ' s  ruling i n  a court of law. The only alternative to 
this drastic course of action is that the Central leadership should 
engineer a revolt against Mr Khuhro inside the S ind League 
Counc i l ,  but, j udging from the confidence with which Mr 
Khuhro has called a meeting of the Council to consider the 
issue, the prospects of such a move succeeding do not appear to 
be bright. The l atest imbroglio in the affairs of the Sind Muslim 
League should provide ample food for thought to those few 
who stil l bel ieve that this once-mighty organi sation can even 
now be called a popular polit ical party; and, as far as the 
common people of S ind are concerned, they wil l  fervently hope 
that this new quarrel among the masters of the Musl im League 
does not lead to a sacrifice of the interests of the Province and 
that the Assembly elections wil l  be held on the dates announced 
without waiting any longer for the Sind Musl im League to 
prepare itself for the event. 

1 1  November 1 954 

Pirzada's Fall 

Although it  seems rather strange that the Pirzada Ministry 
should be dismissed on charges of maladministration by the 
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Khan of Mamdot. and that the Sind Governor should then cal l 
upon M r  Ayub Khuhro to form a new Government, the forced 
removal of Mr Abdus Sattar Pirzada from the Chief Min i ster 's  
gaddi wil l  not cause any regret beyond the circle of h is  factional 
allies or the benefic iaries of his regime. Nor can the ousted 
Chief Minister-in view of the manner in which he h imself 
was elevated to this high office and the methods he used to 
prolong his tenure-object to the Governor 's  intervention from 
the democratic standpoint. It w i l l  be recalled that Mr Pirzada 
was chosen to head the S in e! M i n i stry in most pecu l i ar 
c i rcumstance s .  H av ing  been dropped from the Central 
Government presumably because he had attracted a large share 
of the obloquy which led to the dismissal of the Nazimuddin 
Cabinet ,  he appeared on the S in e! scene vv hen PRODA 
disqual ifications or the fear of action under this law had created 
a near vacuum in the leadership of the Mus l im  League 
Assembly Party. After inveigling the Centre into b lessing his  
venture . and acqui ring the MLAs · support on the strength of a 
series of personal al l iances and factional pacts. Mr  Pirzada 
assumed control of Sind ' s  destiny. His term of office has 
brought no relief to the people of this  benighted Province. and 
i t s  perennial intrigue, maladmin istration . oppress ion , and 
corruption. have shmvn no signs of abatement. Nor did he 
succeed in curing Sind's  chronic polit ical instabi l ity. Within a 
few months of its formation. the Ministry was riven into hostile 
factions. and Mr Pirzada succeeded in cl inging to office only 
by persuading the Governor to dismiss certain Ministers and 
later to prorogue the Assembly without even allowing i t  to 
d i scuss the Budget ' s  Supplementary Demands. In a desperate 
bid to consol idate his position. Mr P irzada sought to buy the 
support of h i s  party by expanding h i s  \1 in istry. which at the 
time of its dismi ssal comprised t\\ eh e ful l -fledged \1inisters. 
In these c ircumtances. Mr Pirzada 's fal l will widely be regarded 
as the appropriate ending for another ugly chapter in S ind 's  
post-Part it ion history .  and few wil l  sympathise wi th h im or 
take much notice of his complaint that he has been made the 
target of polit ical vict imi sation. 
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In fact . it was most l ikely that. in the absence of the Centre ' s  
backing which was h i s  M in istry ' s  main prop, and with the return 
of Mr Khuhro to the Ministerial arena, Mr Pirzada would anyhow 
have been humbled to the dust before long. It would, of course, 
have been more appropriate if it had been left to the Assembly 
to rid the Province of Mr P irzada 's inept team of Ministers. In 
any case, perhaps the only reason for which disinterested 
observers may disapprove of Mr Pirzada' s  exit is the nomination 
of Mr Khuhro as his successor. Sind ' s  new Chief Minister i s  
well known to  his Province and the country. H i s  return to  power 
cannot, therefore, provide much cause for jubilation or kindle 
the hope that his promise to serve the people is anyth ing more 
than the traditional tribute to pol itical probity paid by every S ind 
Chief Minister immediately after his  appointment. In  appraising 
the political s i tuation in S imi .  it is necessary to realise that a 
substantial share of the guilt for the sorry state of affairs rests on 
the Muslim League Assembly Party, the bulk of whose members 
seem to be concerned only with feathering their own nests and 
are either too ignorant or too selfish to take any serious interest 
in problems connected with pub! ic welfare. Therefore, and 
particularly when country-wide elections are reported to be in 
the offing, i t  would he in the fitness of things to disband the 
present Sind Assembly and ask the people to chnose a new body 
in a genuinely free election . lt also needs to be realised that in  
l andlord-ridden S ind, to  conduct an election impartially it i s  not 
enough to ensure that ballot-papers are not pi lfered and bogus 
votes are not cast; i t  is equal ly important to protect the mass of 
the rural population from the irnderas, who terrorise the poor 
v i l lagers into political submission and, it is said. not unoften 
resort to murder and brigandage to retain their  pol i t ical  
ascendancy . . .  

22 March 1 955 

Conspiracy in Sind 

With the discovery of ' a  deadly conspiracy ' by the S ind 
Government on the eve of the Provincial Legis lature ' s  Budget 
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session. and the su bsequent arrest of a l arge n umber of the 
present reg i m e ·  s prominent  pol it ica l  opponent s .  the storm 
which had been brewing for m an y  weeks has burst  over 
S i n d  's  t ro u b l e d  scene.  The Speaker of the L eg i s l at i v e  

Assembly h as been arre sted under Sect ion 302 o f  the PPC.  
on charges of  com p l i c i t y  i n  a m u rder p lot:  P i r  I l l ah i  B ukhsh,  
a former Chief  M i ni ster.  has for t h e  same reason been 
detained.  reported l y .  u nder the S afe ty Act :  certain other 
MLAs have al so been arrested. and i t  i s  consi dered l ik e l y  
t h a t  m a n y  more members o f  t h e  ant i - K h uhro c l ique w i l l  soon 
s we l l  the n u m ber of pol i t i c i ans i nc arcerated on the grave 
c h arge of conspi r i n g  to assass inate the m e m bers of t h e  
K huhro Cabinet and t o  create a commotion i n  t h e  Provi nce .  
I n  making h i s  melodramat i c  and-j udging by the facts he 
rel ated-rather premature public ann o uncement.  \1r Ras h i d i  
decl ared that h i s  Government w o u l d  · proceed according to 
l a w ·  and t h at i t  would soon ' inst i tute a regu l ar i n q u i ry by the 
C I D ' . M r  K huhro held out the furthe r  assurance that there 
would be no l arge -scale arrests and that no one would be 
arrested w i thout suffi c i en t  ev idence. Yet.  w i t h i n  twenty-four 
hours of the dec i s i o n  to start a regu l ar pol ice  inquiry.  a 
n u m ber of people have been arre sted . A re we e x pected to 
be l i eve t hat  in S i n d. where u ndetected m urders are by no 
means rar e ,  the CID has sudde n l y  acq u i re d  a degree of 
effi c i ency that borders on the m i rac u l o u s ?  Nor h ave the other 
M in i sterial  prom ises been honoured. for it is reported t h at 
people are being detained u nder the S afe ty Act.  and the l is t  
of suspects i s  said to be a fai r ly  long one.  

These facts .  and the background of an intense fact ional  

fight against \\ h i  ch the m urder plot has been d i scovered. l ead 
one to s u spect that \1essrs K h uhro and Rash i d i .  in the ir  
eagerness to defeat the  p l an to oust  them from office.  m i gh t  
h a v e  inve nted t h e  w h o l e  conspiracy t o  deal effect i v e l y  w i t h  
t h e i r  r ival s .  j ust as Khan Abdul  Qaiyum K h a n  did i n  the 
Frontier Province under m ore or less -; i m i l ar c i rcumtances.  
We hold n o  brief for M i r  Ghulam A l i  Tal pur · s  pol i t i c s ;  i n  
fact .  \Ve have al ways been extremely cr i t ical o f  h i s  react ionary 
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pol i t ical v iews; nor are we impressed by h i s  talk of the 
inherent nobi l ity of the Talpur c lan and their inabi l i ty to do 
anyth ing that i s  ' mean ' .  Nevertheless ,  whatever his  frailt ies 
or fai l ings, no one can condone the manner in which the S ind 
Government has sought to l iqu idate the Talpur group, unless,  
of course, the veracity of the charges level l ed against them is 
proved before an imparti al judic ial  tribunal . A few hours 
before his arrest, Mr Talpur categorically  denied Mr Rashidi ' s  
charges ,  and said that the story of  a conspiracy was a farce 
concocted in order to ' terrorise and vict imise the noble landed 
aris tocracy ' .  His supporters are equal ly  vehement in their 
denials  and they ful ly endorse the counter-charge that the 
conspiracy has been invented by the Khuhro-Rashidi group 
in  an attempt to save their Ministry. I t  wi l l  general ly  be agreed 
that Mr Talpur and his  friends must be given a fair chance to 
defend themselves , and that the priv i leges to which any 
accused person is entitled under the normal law of the l and 
must not be abrogated one bit in their case-if in S ind al l  
notions of justice and fair play, of pol i t ical  honesty and 
decency, are not to be consigned to the dustbin. The pecul iar 
c i rc u m tances i n  wh ich M r  Rashi d i  m ade h i s  s tartl i n g  
reve lation, and the manner o f  the widespread arrests that 
fol l owed h i s  announcement, c learly show that the procedure 
being fol lowed in the case i s ,  to say the least, rather unusual . 
It i s  necessary, therefore, to reiterate our demand that the 
ca se  s h o u l d  be i nves t i gated by an i m part i a l  Centra l  
Government agency, so that the truth can be brought to l ight  
and the gui lty  men can be exposed and purged from S ind ' s  
pol i t ics .  

That a serious conspiracy has been hatched in S ind i s  
perfect ly  obvious. Nor should such a development cause very 
much surprise .  In that facti on-ri dden Province,  wi th b ig  

landlords dominat ing the pol itical scene, almost anything i s  
poss ible, and no pol i t ical or quasi-pol i t ical action, however 
unethical  or b izarre, is beyond the capacity of most of Sind ' s  
squabbl ing Musl im League leaders. The point t o  decide i s  
whether the  group now in  ja i l  are the  authors or the vict ims 
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of th is  conspiracy. W as a m urder plot  d i scussed in the Cen tral 
Govern m e n t  offi ce occupied by \1r Talpur unt i l  three days 
ago, or did a p l ot-to- irn ent-a-murder-plot mature in the S in d  
S ecretariat? I t  i s  c learl y o f  t h e  g reatest importance to e stabl i s h  
which o f  the  two groups i s  responsible  for t h e  trag i -cornedy 
now being enacted i n  that benighted l and. not so much to 
determ ine the  strength of the r ival fact ions in  the M u s l i m  
League A ssembly Party . but i n  order to p i n  t h e  g u i l t  o n  those 
respons ib le  for severel y  damagi n g  Pak i stan ·s internal pol i t ica l  
s tab i l i ty  and h e r  i n ternational  presti g e .  The i ssue.  w e  fee l  
s t ro n g l y .  i s  o f  s u ffi c i e n t  i m p o r t a n c e  fo r t h e  C e n t r a l  
Governm e n t  t o  inter\'ene i n  the affai r  and promp t l y  set u p  the 
machinery req u i re d  to estab l i s h  the  real t ru t h .  What now 
h appens a t  H yderabad. where the S i nd Assembly i s  meet ing 
under the  shadow of  poli ce bayone t s .  i s  no l onger of  any 
great s i g n i ficance.  The main p robl e m  before the  Governm en t  
a n d  people  o f  Paki stan i s  to fi nd the  re al  c u l pr i ts  i n  S i n d ' s  
c ri m i n al conspiracy . and to take adequate legal  and pol i t ica l  
s teps  to hound these pol i ti c a l  gangsters out  of Paki s t an ' s  
publi c  l i fe-which they have been a l lowed t o  pol lute and 
s u l l y  for m any long and weary ye ars . 

1 5  April 1 955 

The Sind Mystery 

The myste ry regard ing the a l leged conspi racy in S i nd i s  
becom i n g  m ore and m ore en igm at i c .  S pokesmen o f  t h e  S i nd 
Government  h ave for some reason stopped regal i ng the publ ic  
w i t h  sen sat ional  s t o r i e s  of how the a l l e ged conspi rators 

wanted to capture power by assass inat ing the S i nd M i n i sters 
and creat i n g  a commot ion in the P ro\' i nc e .  The C e n t ra l  
Government  h a s  reported l y  dec i ded agai nst  i nterven t i o n  i n  
what i s  described a s  a n  i nternal affa i r  o f  t h e  Province .  The 
Sind Pol i c e  are st i l l  supposed to be i n ve st i gat ing the ' deadly 
conspiracy ' .  but i t  is  not known what  progress. i f  any. has  
been m ade towards obtai n i ng ev idence that  would stan d  the 
test  of an i m part i al tr ia l  and estab l i sh the verac i t y  of the  
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charges levelled against their pol i t ical opponents by the S ind 
Min isters. And whi le  the courts have provided temporary 
safety to some of the accused persons, the S i nd Government ' s  
future intentions regarding the large number o f  prominent 
pol i t ic ians arrested during the last few weeks remain a secret. 
M ore recently, the detent ion orders against two former Chief 
M i n i sters ,  Qazi Fazlu l l ah and Pir I l l ah i  B ukhsh ,  have 
suddenly  been withdrawn, but along with a third ,  Pirzada 
Abdus Sattar, they have been externed from the Province of 
S ind. Apart from the confusion created by the unorthodox 
manner in which the S ind Government are dealing with the 
case, reports from Karachi reveal the emergence of a new 
factor, making the s i tuati on more complex. It is reported that 
negotiations are current ly taking place between certain Central 
Min isters and the leaders of the anti-Khuhro group for a 
po l it ica l  sett lement of some sort . I n  th is  connecti on the 
Central Law Min ister, Mr H.S. Suhrawardy, has had a number 
of meetings with Qazi Fazlul lah ,  who is al leged to be one of 
the ring-leaders of the conspiracy. 

I t  wi l l  be recal led that the general round-up of the S ind 
p o l i t i c i an s  who refused to  accept  Mr :'vl . A .  Khuhro ' s  
leadership-just before the B udget Session of the Provincial 
Asembly-was described by the S ind Government as a case 
of the l aw being al lowed to take its normal course. It was 
c laimed that some of them had been arrested for non-payment 
of land revenue and other Government dues ,  while the others 
were said to be involved in a conspiracy to murder the S ind 
M in isters and create disturbances. With regard t o  t h e  first 
category, it is strange that, even three weeks after their arrest, 
the cases  again s t  them have not been s u b m it ted  for 
adjudicat ion by the proper authorit ies ,  and that many of them 
apparently continue to be detai ned under arbitrary l aws. The 

s ituation wi th regard to the second group is stranger st i l l .  As 
we said some time ago, these pecul iar developments i n  S ind 
need to be investigated impart ia l ly . . .  In  fact ,  i f  the S ind 
Government have a genuine case, there i s  no reason why 
they should not accept such a proposal; but, quite obviously, 
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the issues involved are so i mportant that the quest ion c annot 
be left to the good sense of Messrs K huhro and R ashid i . 
Therefore, we would aga i n  appea l  to the Central Government 
t o  revi se its earl ier  deci si on and, i rrespect ive  of the resul ts  of 
the pol i t ica l  negotiations with the ant i - K huhro fact ion,  take 
i mmedi ate steps to order an i mparti a l  i nq u i ry into the recent 
events in S i nd and thereby assure the people that it is prepared 
to safeguard t he rule of l aw and p revent the v i ct i m isat ion of 
pol i t ical opponents through m i suse of executive power. 



Section 5 :  

The Word-Eaters 
The Muslim League and 

Other Parties 





I .  THE MUSLIM LEAGUE 

The W ord-Eatcrs 

6 April 1949 

Sabotage 

Once upon a t ime. not many years ago. the Mus l im League 
was justly regarded as the sole representative of India' s ten 
crore M u s l i m s .  It s tood u n r i v a l l e d  among p o l i t i c a l  
organisations for the i ntegrity and unity of its leadership and 
the complete sol idarity of its fol lowing.  The Musl im  League 
set i tself a c lear-cut pol i tical object ive and, in less than ten 
years. saw the frui t ion of its plan to gain a separate Musl im 
homeland. But s i nce the establ ishment or  Pakistan. th is  great 
organisation has sunk steadi ly into the mire .  Active publ ic 
support for Musl im League pol icies has decl i ned considerably 
and i ts  front-rank leadership stands sharply d iv ided into two 
main categories-those in office. and those trying to get in to 
office .  Recent ly .  a suggestion has he en made that the present 
chaos. the widespread corruption, inefficiency, and stagnation 
are al l  due to the sins or certain individuals and that. as such. 
the organisation i s  in no way blameworthy . When, however, 
these same indiv iduals are elevated to high pol i tical  office. 
and the organisat ion i s  unwi l l ing to move a s ingle i nch 
towards i ts own reform . how can any one expect the people 
not to start waving black flags instead of green? The manner 
in which the Pakis tan Musl im League has been organised, 
and the way it is be i n g  ru n,  leave s an honest person no 

alternative hut to conclude that those at the helm of  affairs 
are either b l ind or intent on sabotaging the organ i sation which 
they profess to serve. The recent meeting of the Al l -Pakistan 
Musl im League Working Committee merely provides one 
more i l lustration of utter incompetence or worse on the part 

379 



380 

Pakis tan :  The Fir'>l T\\ c l \ e  Years 

o f  the gent leme n  concerned.  Not a s i ng l e  deci s i o n  o f  d i rect  

i nterest or \ a lue  to the peopl e  \\ as  take n :  \ ar ious m atters 

w e re d i s c u s s e d  and co n \ e n i e n t l y  s he h e d .  The b i gg e s t  

dec i s i o n  of t h e  sess ion was w i t h  regard to t h e  for mat ion o f  

Pak i stan �1 u s l i m  League u n i t s  i n  the S t ates .  A s  i f  the facti o n a l  

b a t t l e  i n  progres�  i n  every West  Paki stan pro , i nce a n d  t h e  
Federal C a p i t a l  \\ ere not bri n g i n g  e nough opprobri u m  t o  the 

orga n i s at i o n .  a ne\\ batt l e  front on a \\  ide scale  h as been 
opened.  The S tate s M u s l i m  League. \\ h ic h  has so far e njoyed 

offi c i al patro n age. has  i ts  o w n  bran c h e s .  and no\\ C haudhry 

K h a l iq u zzaman and h i s  galaxy of so-cal led l eaders w i l l  set 
u p  para l l e l  organ i sa t i o n s .  t he reby adding confu s i on to the 

a l ready confu sed s i t u at i o n  and prm iding the S tate R ul e rs w i th 
a God- sent  opport u n ity to p lay off one M u s l i m  League against  

t h e  ot her. \Ve ha\ e ne\ er been part i c u l ar l y  enamoured of t he 

S tates M u s l i m  League:  both before and after Part i ti o n  i t s  

funct ion i ng has b e e n  i ne ffi c i e n t .  s l o w .  a n d  hes i tant .  a n d  i t  

h a s  n e \  er  d i sp l ay ed s u ffi c i e n t  courage to c arry t h rough i t s  

appo i nted tasks . Rec e n t l y  i t  h a d  e x h i b i ted some s i g n s  o f  l ife 

and set i t s e l f  the correct  object ive of securing s e l f-gm ernment 

for the p e o p l e  o f  e \· e ry P a k i s t a n  S t a t e .  W h a t e v e r  i t s  

short c om i ngs .  and t here are many.  t h e  States M u s l i m  League 

had at least C\ O l \ e d  a fai rl y  u na m bi guous  progra m m e  a nd 

was p ledged to i mp l e me n t  i t .  I f  the Paki stan M u s l i m  League 

comide red the former organ i s at i o n ·  s a i m s  i n adequate or i t s  
fu nct io n i ng fau l ty .  w hat  steps did C h audhry K h a l i q uzzaman 
ever  t ake to set  m at te r s  r i g h t ?  And.  in  a n y  case.  w h a t  
a l ternat i ve docs he o ffer') T h e  c o m p l ete s i le nce \\ i t h  regard 
to t h e i r  future i nten t i o n s  1 ·is-1 1 - 1 ·is the S tates is most o m i nous .  

D o e s  t h e W o rk i n g C o m m i t t e e  e n d o r s e  the p o l i c y  o f  
u n m asterly i nact i v i ty adopted b y  the Pak i stan GO\ crnrnent ") 
Does i t  apprm e of t h e  K h a n  of K a l at ' s  appo i n t me n t  a s  
Paki stan · s  representat i ve tu t h e  L· \: ·: D o e s  i t  e ndorse t he 
v i e w s  e xpressed by M r  L i aquat A l i  K han.  Paki stan P re m i er 
and membe r  of the W ork i ng C o m m i t tee.  ahout t h e  so- c a l l e d  
reform� i n  B aha\\ a l p u r' :'  I f  the \\"or K i ng C u rn m i ttcc a n swers 
these q u e � t i o n  in the affi rmat i \" c .  then it is q u i te ohv i o u s  t h at 
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i t s  i n tent ion is to save and '>en e the R u l e rs.  and t h at i t s  new 
States Leagues w i l l  be as remote from the a'>pirat ions and 
needs o f  the com mon peo p l e  as are the exis t ing Pro v i n c i a l  
M u s l i m  Leagues .  A n d  i f. on the con trary . the P a k i s t a n  M us l i m  
League has sudde n l y  fel t  the urge t o  work for the i nt roduction 
of rea l  de mocracy i n  the Pakistan S tates.  why docs i t  not say 
so'! W h at h i dden motives are work i ng beh i nd the scenes. we 

do not  know:  but. ob\ i o u s l y .  the i s s u e  between the two 
organ i sat ions can be j u dged b) one cr i terion o n l y .  namel y .  
t h e  e ffect i t  w i l l  h a \  e o n t h e  freedom movement o f  t h e  States·  

people .  We consider the Pakistan M u s l i m  Leagu e · s  act ion to 
be u n w i se because i t  i s  l i ke ly  to c reate di s ru p t i on among the 
ranb o f  po l i t ica l  workers i n  the States  and p rovide t h e  R u lers 
and their  agents with an e ffect ive hand l e  to break t h e  people ' s  
sol idarity . and fi na l l y .  because we han� n o  g u a rantee that  the 
present  offi ce-bearers o r  the Pak i stan M u s l i m  Leag ue are 
i n terested in the S tates beyond re l i sh i n g  the idea of v i s i t i ng 
them as the R u l e r" s spec i a l l y -honoured g u e st s .  The complete 
hash m ade of the S t ate peop l e ' s  movement is far from being 
the on!:  example or bung l i n g  by those who head the M u s l i m  
League today . I t  i s  q u i te  correct t o  say that .  whatever t h e i r  
mot ives .  n ine t i m e s  out  o f  ten t hese gent lemen l e a v e  u ndone 
or s idetra c k  every right rnm e and u ndertake with g usto e very 
t a s k  l i ke l y  to be h a r m fu l  to the peop l e .  It is beco m i n g  
i nc rea s i n g l y  c l ear that.  i f  t h e  fut ure o r  t h i s  organi sat ion i s  
i rre v o c a b l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  K h a l i q u zz a m a n s .  M a md o t s ,  
D a u l t anas and the i r  i l k .  t h at d a y  i s  n o t  v e ry far w h e n  t h e  
i m portance o f  the M u s l i m  League w i l l  b e  p u re l y  h i stor i c a l .  

1 6  August 1 950 

Inglorious Exit 

Few tears w i l l  be shed m e r the sudden and i nglor ious  exi t  of 
Chaudhry K h a l iq uzzaman from the cen tre o f  t h e  M u s l i m  
League stage . H i s  more t h an t w o  years·  assoc i at i o n  w i t h  this  
organ i sat ion.  as Chief Organiser  and l ater as  Pre -. ident .  h as 
caused a dec l i ne in i t s  fortu ne s  that has few paral l e l s  in the 
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h i story of mass p o l i t i c a l  part i e s .  When the C hau d h ry S a h i b  

fl e d  p rec i pi tate ly  from I nd i a-after ha\  i ng: sworn a l l e g i ance 

to the I nd i an fl ag: and ha\ing: p ledged h i 1m e l f  to senc h i s  

M u s l i m  compatri ots-and managed t o  g e t  h i m s e l f  appo i nted 

to the  h i ghest  offi ce in the Pak i stan M u s l i m  League. there 

were not man:  p e rsons to rnntcst the L" la i m  o f  t h i s  p arty to 

speak authoritat i \e l y  on behalf  o f  the  people  of Pak i st a n .  The 

period o f  h i s  c u stodian s h i p  ha"  seen the League organ i -;at ion 

sp l i t  i nto n u m e ro u s  fac t i o n s .  i h  l arge ly  bog u s  m e m bers h i p  i s  

now domi n ated h y  u n p r i n c i p l ed c l i q u e s .  i t s  p ro g ra m m e  and 

pol ic i e s  are \ ague and arnorphou-., and carry l i t t l e  authori ty 

w i t h  the M u s l i m  League Gowrnment .  and i h  fu nct i on i n g  i s  

mot irnted b y  the g reed for pO\\ C r  and pos i t i o n  o f  i nd i \ i d u a l s  

who arc corroded b :  an O \  crpm\ e r i  ng pehonal  am b i  t i  o n .  

E \ e n  i f  C haud hry K h a l i q uzzaman h a d  a c l ean pcr-.,o nal record. 

he cou l d  not escape re -.,pon s i b i l i t :  for ha\ i n g  bee n unable  to 
stem the rot .  I n  �1ct u a l  fact.  ho\\ e\cr. }f r ,  rol e  has been more 

pos i t i \c l y  h a r m fu l .  for i n  C\Cr) c ri s i s  C h a u d h ry S ah i b ' s  

i n te n e n t i o n  has tended to i ntens i fy the fact iona l  wrang l i ng:. 

l e a d i n g:  to an i n c re a s e d  d i s re g ar d  or t h e  mg a n i s a t i o n · s  

princi p l e s  and C o n st i t u t i o n .  I n  h i s  c x p l a natm) .statc 111 c n t .  

C h au d h ry K h a l i q u z z a m a n  c l a i 11 1s  that  he s t i l l  e n i o :  s the  
confi d e n ce of the  PrO\  inc ia l  \ l u s l i m  Leag u e -., .  a l t h o u g h  ht.' 

doe s not ret u rn  t he co m p l i ment  and conde m n s  them for not 
g i v i n g  h i m  s u ffi c i e n t  support in h i s  m a n i fo ld  oneru u s  d u t i e s .  

Presumabl y .  by t h i s  somewhat co ntradictory s tand . t h e  League 

Pre si de nt means to affi r m  that there has been no breach of 

h i s  a l l i ance for m u t u a l  a s s i stance \\ i th the  K h uhrm, and 
Daultanas.  the I sas and Qaiyums .  \\ hich hct-. been an i mport a n t  

fac tor i n  h e l p i n g  to c o mp l ete t h e  p ro c e s s  o r  t h e  Lea g u e  
l e aders h i p · '.  d i niree from the peo p l e  and e \ e n  the 11 art: · s  
ra n k  and fi l e .  

A pa rt fro 111  h i s  \ i e \\ \ about  t h e  \ l u s l i m  Leagil e  and 

:Vl u s l i 111 Leaguers .  C haudhry l\. h a l i q u uaman ,.-on-, i der ,  that 
the h u l k  of the cuu ntr) · s P ress  ha-. .  for u l ter ior rn o t i \ e -. .  hcen 
g ro s s l y  u n fa i r  t o  h i m . and t h at the  ref u g e e -., are u t t e r l y  
m i sg u idt:d and s i mp l :  dll n o t  k mrn \\ hat i s  guml for t h e m .  



The Word-Eaters 

Whatever the truth of the League Pres ident" s long l i s t  of 
complaints against all and sundry. his general d issat isfact ion 
w i th the people· s feel ings towards h im is  heart i ly  reciprocated 
by the people-and w ith ample cause . Therefore . while he i s  
constitutional ly correct in  stating that  the refugees and the 
people of Karachi by themselves had no right to compel him 
to resign. u nder the pressure of their non-stop demonstrat ions.  
there wil l  be widespread approval of h i s  dec is ion to vacate 
the League President' s chair for ' someone who may serve i t  
better' . As  a matter of fact .  i f  Chaudhry Khal iquzzaman had 
been g ifted wi th a l i tt le more self-respect. he would have 
taken this commendable step many months ago. I t  is no great 
secret that the League Pres ident has enjoyed l i tt le  support 
and respect from the people .  He created a poor impression by 
desert ing the Indian Mus l i ms and he has. s ince his arri val in 
Pak i stan. become more and more unpopu lar wi th  every 
succe ss ive l ow-leve l  pol i t ical manoeuvre to control the 
Mus l im League organi sat ions. as an end in  i tself. wi thout 
g iv ing them a programme that would answer the people ·  s 
needs. and wi thout making any effort to reflect the nation· s 
feel i ngs and opinions on matters of publ i c  pol icy. 

I t  is .  perhaps. not wi thout s ignificance that Chaudhry 
Sahib ' s ire is reserved entire ly for the people and certain 
publ ic  organ isat ions, and that, by impl ication. he expresses 
h i s  who lehear ted  approva l  of Governmen t  p o l i c i e s ,  
d e l i berate l y  overl o o k i n g  a l l  t he i r  i nadequac i e s  and 
shortcomings. Th is .  along wi th  h i s  recent panegyrics on the 
Central Government. raises the suspic ion t hat the aging 
po l i t i c i an from the U P  may be nurtur i ng  M i n i s t e r i a l  
ambit ions.  One would l ike to hope that th i s  i s  not true , for 
the qual i ties that have brought the Pakistan Mus l im League 
to its present unenviable pos i t ion arc hard l y  l i ke ly  to benefit 

the Central Cabinet or the department honoured by Chaudhry 
Sah ib ' s  direct attent ions .  I t  is also possible that, faced with 
the 'revolt '  of the refugees and the people of Karachi .  the 
League President has dramatical ly res igned from h i s  office 
only so that he can be persuaded by the Mus l im League 
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Cou n c i l  to w i t hdraw h i .s resignat ion.  Such a request  would be 
treated. at least  by the Pres ident and h i s  friends.  as  a v ote of 
confide nce.  and.  thereafter. the present galaxy or d i scredi ted 
l eaders  who fo r m  a m aj or i t y  o f  the C e n t r a l  W o rk i ng 
C o m m ittee could.  w i t h  gre ater confi dence.  carry out  t h e i r  
plans for retai n i ng t he i r  stranglehold on the organisat ion b y  
manipulat ing  the forthcoming party e l ec t i o n s .  S uch a s t u n t  

\\ ould b e  a rather s t a l e  and u n d i g n i fied rn anoe u ne-M auh i 
B ar i  i s  a l re ady try i n g  to work i t  i n  the Punj ab :  ne\ erthe less .  
i t  c annot be  reg arded as some t h i n g  that  the present  League 

President  wou ld not  try i f  it  su i ted his purpose . W h atn er 
C h audhry K h al i quzzaman · s  re al  motiYes may be . t here can 
be l i tt l e  doubt that  t he overwhe l m i ng majori ty  of Pak i stan ' s  
people w i l l  fen e n t l y  hope that h e  i �  ge n u i ne l y  desirous of 
reti ri ng from the pol i t ical  fie l d  and that noth ing w i l l  make 
h i m  change his m i nd .  

22 August 1 950 

New Masters 

The P u n j ab M us l i m  League now has a new Pres ident .  the 
t h i rd duri n g  the c urre nt  term. and a new boss.  Mr Daul tana ' s  
narrow \ ' i ctory i n  the previous  rou nd o f  the fact ional  struggle 
h ad paved the w ay for the present dec i s ive  defeat of h i s  
opponents for. w i th the A ssembly elect i o n s  i n  t h e  offi n g .  the 
urge to be on the \Vi n n i ng s i de affected many \\ a\'ere rs and 
the m ore u n abashed opport u n i s t s .  For s i m i lar  rea s o n s .  a 

further rea l ignment  of forces may be e x pected i n  the next  
few day-., and week s .  Reconc i l i at ions w i l l  be arranged. past 

" de v iat ions ·  w i l l  he forsworn. and p l edges of unswerv i n g  
loyalty to t h e  ne\\ m aster" of the Punjab M u s l i m  League w i l l  
e agerly h e  g i ve n .  I t  cannot .  a t  present .  h e  sa id  to \\ hat e x tent  
the M amdot-B ari group w i l l  retai n i t s  e x i stence as such after 
these defect ions :  nor i"> it known \\ hat p l a n s .  if any .  the 
leaders of this fac t i on ha\ e for the future . I n  \ i ew of the 
M u s l i m  League ' s  \\ eak po"> i t ion i n  the Prm i nc � .  i t  i s  l i ke l y  
t hat  t h e  fact ion i n  power w i l l  n o t  d i scourage t h e  adherence o f  
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i n fl u e n t i a l  c l e m e n h  fro m a m o n g  i t s  fo r m e r  e n e m i e s .  
Whatever the fut u re course of deve l opments ,  t h e  dominant 
p i c t u re is  now q u i te c l e ar .  Mr Daul tana has at long l a st 
s ucceeded i n  captu ri ng t h e  Pro v i nc i a l  C o u nc i l  and \V i l L  
there fore, be able t o  control the M u s l i m  League e l ec t i ons- i f  
they are he l d-and. i n  any case. domi nate t h e  Par l i amentary 
Board and the fut ure :vt u s l im League A ssembly  Part y .  W it h  
both the Central  a n d  t h e  Provinc ia l  Leagues work i n g  for h i m .  
there i s  l it t le  chance o f  a m ajor upset i n  t h e  near future. It i s  
a l s o  h i g h l y  probabl e  that .  i n  t h e  absence of a strong and we l l 
organised Oppos i t ion  party . t h e  M u s l i m  League w i l l  manage 
to obtai n  a comfortab le majority in the next Assembly .  The 
people of the Punj ab cannot.  therefore. attac h any g reat hopes 
to the return of Const i tut ional ru le in the Punj ab .  for. w hereas 
there can be no doubt about the urgency of e nd i n g  the Section 
92-A regi m e .  the main object for which the A s sembly was 
d i s m i ssed re m a i n s  u n fu l fi l led.  as the Pro v i nce is l i ke ly  to be 
served w i th old w i n e  from old bott l e s .  

I f  t h e  recent period of t u rmoi l  had thro w n  up a new 
l eadersh i p  g i fted with a greater regard for publ i c  o p i n ion and 
less devoted to personal and fact ional  ambit ions.  many people 
wou l d  have al l owed t h e m s e l v e s  t o  hope that the fu t u re 
M us l i m  League M i n i stry may turn i t s  back on the undesirable 
tradi t ions  estab l i shed by the previous League adm i n i strat i o n s .  
B u t  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  s i m ple-minded c a n  see that  M u s l i m  League 
pol i t i c s  are fo l lowing the fam i l iar and hated 1 947 pattern .  
T h e  s c r a m b l e  for p o l i t i c a l  power h a s .  as  b e fore,  been 
domi nated by personal i t i e s .  ne i ther s i de has sought  to deny 
that their  c lash  i s  unconnected with  poli t ical  a i m s  o r  princip les  
of any sort, w h i l e the methods adopted to win  votes  i n  the 
C o u n c i l  e a s i l y  o u t s h i n e t h e  t a c t i c s  o n c e  l a b e l l e d  
contemptuo u s l y  a s  U n i o n i s t  . . .  

Despite M r  Daul tan a ' s  brazen re i terat i o n  o f  h i s  h i g h  
opin ion o f  h i m se l f. t h e  ret u rn  o f  t h i s  gent le man t o  power i n  
the M us l i m  League w i l l  n o t  be greeted w i t h  j u b i lat ion e xcept 
by those who seek to attain the heights  of  g l ory and gain by 
r i d i n g  on the Dau l t ana bandwag o n .  Mr Dau l t a n a  shou l d  
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real i se that he i -. no stranger to the people of the Punj ab.  and 
that his past act iom speak much loude r  than his p resent words 
of se l f- pra i -, c .  H i -.  tact iL·a l  mm e -.  may be s u ffi c ient  to di s pose 
of a M a u l \ i B ari . but t h i s  shou ld not create t h e  i l l u s i o n  i n  

anyone ' s  m i n d that  the h igh esteem i n  w h i c h  :Vl r Daul tana 
holds h i mse l f  i ..,  shared by any \\ ide sect ion of o u r  peop l e .  As 
a M i n i ster he d id  l i t t l e  to endear h i m se l f  to the p u b l i c :  and 
now one of h is  few p ro u d  ac h i n e rn e nts--t h e  Tran sport 
.\"atio n a l i sat ion B i l l- i s  being opposed by h i -.  g ro u p .  \\ i t h o u t  
e l i c i t i ng a n y  p rotest  from h i m .  p re s u mably hccau-;e lorry

owners can p ro v e  mcfu l a l l i e s  in a n  e lect i o n .  S i nce l\f r 
Dauhana forsook the K h an of t\bmdot.  most of h i s  po l i t i c a l  
act i v i ty  has been confi ned to d ra w i ng-ro o m  p l a n n i n g  a n d  
sc h e m i n g .  H i s  rare p u b l i c  act i o n s  a n d  u t tera n c e -.  h a \  e 
i n variably hw nd h i m  ranged aga i n st p o p u l ar o p i n i o n .  and i f  
n er h e  has al l <rn ed h i mself  t o  take a stand i n  c on formitv  
\\ i t h  some p u b l ic demand.  i t  ha-. ne\ er hl'en for \ ery long.  
With  no past  achie\  ernents  to boa-.t  o f. w i t h  no concrete 
p ro m i -.es for the future.  and \V i t h  Mr i\1u mtaz Daul tana a-.  i t s  
u nquest i oned l eader. the !\lus l i m  League can hard l y  expect 
a n y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o rt fro m the  m a -. s e s .  The fact t h a t .  
despite such gra\ e handic aps. i t  i s  ex pected to e merge a -.  the 
l a rgest p arty in t h e  Leg i s l a t u re m e re l y  pnl\ e s  t h a t  t h e  
Governor-Genera l ' -.  a d \  i c e  t o  the P u nj ab people.  a -.  k i n g  t h e m  
tu reject the corrupt a n d  i nept old M u -. l i m  Leag ue leaders h i p  
a n d  fi nd honest persons to head t h e  Gm ernment .  ha-, not 
been heeded . The fu t u re holds out l i t t l e  p ro m i se of o u r  
ProY i n c e  s te p p i n g  fi rm l y  o n  t h e  road t o  p ro g re s s .  T h i s  
depre s -., i n g  o u t l ook c a n  h e  bri g h te ned o n l y  by t h e  peopl e ' s  

re vol t  agai nst  the :-,et o f  l eaders respo nsib le  for br inging the 
P u n j ah tu such a rn i -.erable pass . . .  

1 0  October 1 950 

lVluslim League Developments 

T\\ O c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendmenh of c< 1 1 1-; idera b l c  i mportance 
to the or�an i sat ion h a \ e been adopted by the A l l - Pakis tan 
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Cou n c i l  of the \l u s l i rn  Leag u e .  By the fi rst.  the ban on the 

h o l d i ng of any party o ffice by M i n i sters h a s  been revoked. 
w h i le the second amendment  l ay s  down t h at m e m bers of the 

Central  Par l i amentary B oard w i l l .  hencefort h .  be permi tted to 

take part  i n  l eg i s l at i \e e l e c t i o n s .  The a m e n d m e n t s  w e re 

accepted w i thout  much of a d i sc u s s i o n .  and the  b r i e f  debate 

on the first amendment .  i n i t i ated by M a u l \ i  B ari  after he had 

been manhandled by v o l unteers for rai s i ng h i s  v o i c e  aga i n st 

offic i a l  po l i c ie s .  was a l l owed on l y  when the C o u n c i l  h ad 

a l re a d y  s i g n i fi e d  i t s  fu l l - t h ro a t e d  a p p ro v a l  o f  t h e  

const i tut ional  c h ange s .  The m a i n  reasons g i \ e n  i n  fa\ our  of 
t h e i r  acce pta nce by the  B e ngal  Pre m i e r. w h o  moved t h e  

amendment-. .  were :  t h a t  t h e s e  re str i c t ions  w e re c o n s i dered 

u n neces sary now because there was · no d i fference between 

t h e  C o v e rn m c n t  a n d  t h L· p e o p l e · .  a n d  b e c a u s e  ' t h e  

Government  w a s  set u p  h y  t he M u s l i m  League organ i sat ion · .  

S ubsequent supporters of the mm e .  most l y  leaders of the 
successfu l  M u s l i m  Lc<1 guc fact ions  i n  the  Pro v i nces.  did not 
i rnprO\ e upon t he mo\'cr · s  strange . �rnd wh o l l y  u n e x p l ai ned.  
l og i c .  and mere l y  e x pre s sed their  wholehearted approval  of 
the new arrange m e n t .  The sat i s fac t i o n of pre sent  or  would-be 

M u s l i m  League Pre m i ers i s  e asy to understand for, w i th t he 
party organ i sat i o n  safe i n  the pod . c t  ol ; ik M i n i stry . there 
w i l l  be no one to rai �.c awk ward quest i o n s ,  nor w i l l  i t  he 
necessary to h u n t  for Pre s i dent ia l  or  Parl i ament ary B oard 

candidates w ho cou l d  he persu aded to re m a i n  obed i en t  and 

a l so forget the  te mptat i o n "  of M i n i ster ia l  o lli ce�at least  

temporari l y .  The K h u h ro s  and Daul tanas wi l l  now h e  able to  
contro l .  wi th  far g reater ease.  the Assembly Party and the 

League orga n i sat i o n  a s  t w i n  age n c i e s  -.erv i ng t he i r  personal  
and fa c t i o n a l  a m b i t i o n s .  F o r  the L e a g u e  o rg a n i s at i o n .  
however.  the concentra t i on u l' a l l  power i n  s t i l l  fe wer hamb 

is  not a healthy event.  and the few M u -. ! i m  Leaguers who 
s t i l l  regard t h e i r  organ i sat ion a s  a democra t i c  pol i t ica l  part y ,  
w i t h  the  serv i ce of the m a s s e s  as i t s  card i nal  a i m .  w i l l  regret 
t h at one more step has been taken to s trengthen the i n ne r
party d i c tators h i p .  
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As far as t he people are concerned. the as.s u mp t i o n  of 
party offices  by those who anyhm\ \\·ere the real  masters  of 
the M u s l im League is a m atter of no great -. i g n i ficance.  The 
new c i rc u 111 " 1 a n c e .s can b r i n g  n o  \' i t a l  c h a n g e  in t h e  
organisat i o n · s  pol i c i e s .  w h i l e  i h  day-to-day funct ioni n g  i s  
l ikely t o  beco111e n e n  111ore re111ote from the people and t h e i r  
problems .  \V herea-. before 110\\ . a l b e i t  o n  rare occasions .  t h e  
League organ i sat ion made some effort t o  t ake up pop u l ar 
i ssues  and Yoice p u b l i c  demands. i t  w i l l  nm\ be complete ly  
t ied to  t h e  ad m i n i strat i o n .  and w i l l  he in  no pos i t ion  eYen to 
p r o m i s e redress  o f  t h e  peop l e · -.  g r i n a n c e s  u n l e s s  the 
M i n i s t r y · s prn i o u s  a p p r o \' a l  h a -.  been o b t a i n e d .  
Theore t i c a l l y .  o f  cours e .  i t  \\ i l l  s t i l l  b e  po s s i b l e  for t h e  
organ i sat ion to b e  free of M i n i s teri a l  i nfl uence.  but i n  v i ew 
o f  the  present  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t a n d s t i l l  and t h e  pe c u l i ar 
work i n g  of the :Vl u s l i m  Leag u e .  i t  i s  q u i te obYimh that  i n  
m o s t  p l ace-. the :V1 i n i str ies \\ i l l  who l l y  domi nate t h e  League 
organisat ion .  I t  is  knmrn that the c hanges i ntroduced in the 
League C o n st i t ut ion are i n tended. apart from fac i l i tating the 
111 ai ntenance i n  power of cert a i n  pol i t i c al gro u p s .  to hol ster  
u p  the M u s l i m  Leag u e  by bri nging t o  i t s  a id the pmver and 
prest ige o f  the Gmernment .  The nn\ League Pres ident .  at 
any rate for sonw t i 111e. \\ i l l  cert a i n !: he a b l e  to 111 u s tcr b igger 
a u diences and w i l l  be heard w i t h  g re ater at tent ion t h an h i -.  
predecessor. h u t  i t  should h e  rea l i sed that .  by re111m i n g  the 
facade of an i ndependent and separate Party organisat ion.  the 
Pr ime M i n i ster w i l l  now he held w h o l l y  re spo n s i bl e  for a l l  
t h at goes o n  i n  t h e  name of t h e  M u s l i m  Leag u e .  I n sofar a s  
t h i s  w i l l  reduce a l l  chance s o f  confu s i n g  t he people, i t  i s  

\Ve I come t h at those \\ ho act u a l l y  m o u l d  t h e  organisat i o n ·  s 
pol i c ie s  s h o u l d  d i rect l y  recei\e the re s u l tant  b l ame or pra i se 
for the i r  act ions .  B ut whether the seri o u s  depart ure m ade 
from the practice of most par l i a m e ntar: democrac i e s  \\ i l l  
�a\e t he organi sat ion.  a s  i t s  leaders hope. m bri ng d0\\ 11 the 
prest ige of the Go\·ernment to the l mv Jew! to \\ hieh the 
forrner · s  repu tat ion has sunk. cannot be �aid \\ i t h  cert ai n ty . I t  
i s  q u ite oh\ i o u s  anyhm\ that democracy w i t h i n  the part y .  by 
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which its contact with the people is determined, wi l l  be further 
reduced. and in the Provinces the factions and groups now in  
power w i l l  fi nd their hands strengthened to maintain o r  
estab l i sh their undemocratic regimes with greater impunity 
and by even more unscrupulous methods. 

The deci si ons of the Mus l im League Counc i l  with regard 
to its Constitution are open to more than one opinion and 
wi l l  continue to be debated in terms of their effect on the 
country ' s  pol i t ics .  But the Counc i l ' s  unani mous acceptance 
of Chaudhry Khal iguzzaman ' s  res ignation w i l l  meet wi th 
widespread approval . The fact that  Chaudhry Sah ib  fai led to 
secure suffic ient supporters to persuade h im to wi thdraw his  
res ignation. and that  no mention of h i s  · serv ices to the mil/at' 

was made when h i s  res ignat ion was eagerly accepted, raises 
the hope that this gentleman wil l now ret i re from the pol i t ical 
scene and bring his ignominious public career to an end. 

1 5  October 1 950 

Further Retrogression 

In keeping with the Musl im League leadersh ip ' s  recantation 
of the most e lementary principles of democracy. the Central 
Parl i amentary Board has taken upon i t self the responsib i l i ty 
of selecting Party candidates for the forthcoming l egis lat ive 
e lect ion in the Punj ab.  Thi s  retrogress ive step was considered 
necessary . it is said. because the Punjab Mus l im League had 
fai led to e lect a Provincia l  Parliamentary Board within the 
t ime- l imi t  laid down for i t  by the Central body . The Centre ' s  
deci sion to deprive the Provincial League o f  i t s  right to 
choose. and thereby contro l .  the future Mus l i m  League 
Assembly Party w i l l  cause l i tt le surprise to those who are 
aware of the growing trend in the Musl im League to tolerate 
democrat ic methods only so long as they y ie ld the results 
des ired by the High Command. I t  has not, however. been 
d isclosed so far why the Punjab League fai led to elect a 
Parl i amentary Board even after hav ing received an u lt imatum 
from the Central Board. Mus l im Leaguers in  the Punjab w i l l  
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a l s o  want  to know why the Centra l  B oard c o u l d  not be 
persuaded to g i \e the ne\\ 111 anage111ent  of  the Pun j ab League 

a l i tt l e  more t i me to perfor111 t h i -,  e-,sent i a l  tas k .  No date has 
as yet  heen fixed for t he A sse mbly e lect ion.  and.  C \'en i f  the 

oft-postponed Leag ue e l ec t i o n s  ca n not he com p l e ted in a 

h u rry . the e x i -,t i ng Punjab League Counc i l  c o u l d  easi ly ha\'e 
been asked to fi l l  the \ ac u u 111 in the PrO\ i n c i a l  organ i sat ion · s  

set- up . The mere fact t h at the  present  Cou n c i l  \\·as e l eL· ted 

nearly two years ago i s  no serious i mped i 111en t .  for the A l l 

Paki stan League Counc i l  and othl'r League agencies  h a\ e 
also o u t l i n.: d  their normal span o f  l i fe . A n d .  i n  any case . t he 
l at ter  a l ternat i \e \\ O u l d  h a \ e done l e s s  harm to t he party ' s  
c l a i m  i n  the  coming e l ect i on s to represent the  peopl e  o f  the 

Pun j ab .  and w o u l d  haw been far more acce ptab l e  to the  
organ i sat ion · s  rank and fi l e .  

There c a n  b e  l i tt l e  douht t hat.  had t h e  League leaders been 
genu i ne ly interested i n  g i \ i ng the Pun j ab League its due powers 
and r ights .  necc s -, ary steps cou l d  ha\ c been taken in good t i me 
before the l e g i s l at i \l' e lect ion.  I t  i s a l so fai rl y  cert a i n  that the 
dec i sion to bypass the Punjab League \\ as taken with the fu l l  
agreement.  i f  not a t  the  i n stance. o f  the fact ion nm\ i n  power 

in the Prm i ncia l  organ i sat ion .  I n  \\ i l l i n g l y  surrenderi n g  an 
i mportant prerogat i w  of the Prm i nL· i a l  .\ l u .s l i rn  League . .\ 1 r 
Daul tana and h i s  friends h m c .  presu mably.  sought to make the 
Punjab safe for thei r ascent to pcrn er.  The possi b i l i t:  of not 
b e i ng ahle to secure a safe majority in the ne\\ Counci l  111 ust  

have g i ven the rece n t l y - i n stal led Punjab League boss many 

sleepless n ights before the tloods came and prm i dcd an excuse 
for orde ri ng an i ndefi ni t e  postpone me nt or the l o ng-overdue 

Leag ue e lect ions .  \\' i th  regard to the e x i st i ng Counc i l .  i t  was 
q u i te poss i ble that the major i t:  mu stered to get r id of the 
Ad\i scrs ma: not ha\ e stoml the stra i n  of the u n princ i p led 
j ockey i ng for office by the -..trange assortment of i nd i \ iduab 

and groups \\ ho got  together only for a l i m i ted purpose . And 
even i f  no upsets had occurred. there \Vas al ways the danger o f  
d i s i n lL'grat i on fol lm\ i ng the d i s tr ihut iun n r  party t i L'kets.  By 
handing m e r a l l  authorit: to the Central Par l i amen tary B oard 
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and its broad-shouldered Chai rman . Mr Daultana presumably 
hopes to be able to select his own band of heroes to represent 
the Punjab League w i thout going through the ri sky bus iness of 
fac ing Party elections.  and a lso to escape the vendetta of those 
w h o  are u n a b l e  to s e c ure t h e i r  n o m i n a t i o n  a s  offi c i a l  
candidates.  Whatever other support h e  may l ack.  M r  Dau ltana 
see ms to possess the Centre · s ful lest confidence. and his friends 
on the Central B oard w i l l  certa in ly ensure that. notwithstanding 
any fact-finding committees. h i s  ' valuable advice' on the choice 
of offic ia l  candidates i s  g i ve n  due deference. I t  seems fairly 
obvious that the latest M usl im League charade has bee n  enacted 
for t he spec i al benefit  of M r  M umtaz D a u l t a n a .  whose 
esti mation of h i mself as the fittest person to l ead the Provi nce 
has been accepted by the Centre, and i t  is not considered 
necessary even to al low the Pro v i nc i al League to give an 
opin ion on the matter. 

Those i n  the M u s l i m  League who a l ways owe t h e i r  
loyalty to t h e  w i n n i n g  fact ion n o w  k n o w  where the ir  fut ure 
l i es .  w h i l e  those who arc s t i l l  t roubled by such encumbrances 
a s  i de a l s  and p r i n c i p l e s  m u s t  e i t h e r  be a b l e  to adj u st 
themselves to M r  Daultana ' s  pecu l i ar methods or be prepared 
to take a back seat . For the e lectorate also. the i ss u e  has been 
reduced to fairl y s i mple terms. W h atever the truth abut the 
' m a s s  and d e m o c rat i c '  n at u re o f  t h e  M u s l i m  L e a g u e  
organi sation i n  other Pro v i nces.  i n  t h e  Pu nj ab a l l  possible  
doubt  has been e l i minated. The masses wil l  now mere l y  be 
asked to vote for a l ist  of men and women nomi nated by a 
B oard over whom the people have no control and whose 
dec i s i o n s  they w i l l  not be able to i nfl uence. I t  has a l so been 
decreed that, henceforth .  an appl i c at ion for candidature on 
behalf of the M us l i m  League must  be accompanied by a 
depos i t  of Rs. 1 .000. Th i s  automati ca l ly  e l i m i nates a l l  those 
p o l i t ical  workers who are not at least moderately wealthy and 
have n o  rich friends .  A nd if the people do not l i ke t h i s  
d ictatoria l  arrangement, t h e  only  a l ternat i ve l eft to t h e m  i s  t o  
leave t h e  M u s l i m  League a n d  seek a n e w  pol i t i c a l  party to 
represent their  v iews and voice their  demands.  
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14  February 1 95 1  

Punj ab Elections 

The Paki stan M u s l i m  League · s  choice of candidates for the 

P u njab e lect ions .  the manner in w h i c h  the select ion \Vas m ade. 
and the e n s u i ng (! i s ru pt i on \\ i t h i n  t he organ i s a t i o n .  h ave 

destroyed complete ly  what  l i t t le  real i t y  t here \\ as  l e ft in the 

claim that  a \ Ote for the \1 us l i m  Leag ue is .  ipso .fc1cto. a \ ote 

for n at i o n a l  so l idarit y .  A fter the  \ i rtual  s u s p e n s ion of the 

P u nj ab M u s l i m  League.  the  Ce n t ra l  Parl i am e n t ary B oard 
assumed d i rect respons ib i l i ty for nomi nat i n g  the fu ture l\ 1 u � l i m  

League Assembly Party .  I t  i s  k nmrn . howe\er. that  except i n  a 

few cases the Board \\ i l l  i ngly accepted the acl\ ice tendered by 

M r  M u mtaz Daultana.  \\ ho has been detai l ed by the Centre to 

head the  Punjab \:1 i n i stry . Apart from t he ge neral purbl i n clness  

of the M us l i m  League·  s present  custod i ans .  the spec i al posi t ion 
g i \e n  to Mr Daul tana n p lai n s  \\ h y  t he \ 1 u s l i m  League l i st 

contai n s  such a rare assortment  of opport u n i sts .  sycophants.  
and i gnoram u se s-most of them belonging to t he c lass of big 

landlord s .  Mr Dau l tana is ob\ ious ly  t ry i ng to make sure of an 
A s sembly party that  wou l d  automat i c a l l y  e lect h i m  i h  leader 
and one that wou l d  not spl i t  over the di stri but ion of offices .  
The n u m b e r  o f  p o s s i b l e  a s p i r a n t s to l\ l i n i s t e r s h i p  ur  
Par l iamentary Secretary sh i p  has been re stricted by i nc l u d i n g  a 

con s iderable n u mber of i l l i terates and s e m i - l i terate s .  \\ h i le 

loyalty to the person of the Pre m i er-de s i g n ate has bee n g i\en 
h i g h  priority as a cri terion for j udging a perso n ' s  su i tabi l i ty  for 
t he Leagu e  t icket .  Further. the M usl im League.  \vi t h  i ts  fortunes 
at a low ebb and \\ i t hout a dynamic programme. has hanked 
heavi ly o n  the feudal  i n fl ue nce that ih nom i nees can m u ster. 
Throw i ng O\ erboard the normal p ri nc i p l e  of n a m i n g  the best 

person a\ai l ab le  for a const i tuency.  the Ce n tral Parl i amentary 

B oard has faHiured many \\ hose members h i p  e\ en of a s m al l 

t o w n  c o m m i t te e  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i de re d  a d i sgrace t o  t h e  
tmrn s h i p .  

W i t h  most  of i h  p re- Part i t i o n  l eaders h i p  a l ready out  o f  
the organ i �a t i o n .  the l atest  rou n d  o f  re -; i g n a t i o n s  reduces the 
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Punjab Musl im League to a c l ique-a faction of self-seekers 
and office-hunters. A coterie of individuals .  whose lust for 
power i s  uninhibited by respect for pri nciples of any sort 
and whose al legi ance to a leader or a cause is determined by 
the personal gain it brings, cannot be regarded as a genu ine 
pol i t ical party. Soon after the establi shment of Paki stan, the 
Musl im League leadership assiduously severed the roots that 
l i nked i t  to the people and gave i t  strength, by ignoring past 
pledges and devoting themsel\ es to the pursuit of selfish ends. 
The first phase of this pol i t ical debauch was rounded off by 
the promulgation of Section 92-A . That during this period 
the Musl im League has fa i led to cure i tself is manifest .  
Fact i onal squabbles and an unpri nc ip led  j ockeying for 
pos i t ion cont inued and no serious effort was made to cleanse 
the organi sation or forge anew its bonds with the people. 
Engrossed in inter-group di sputes and intrigues, the masses 
were forgotten by the ir former leaders-an attitude that is  
now fu l ly reciprocated by the bulk of our people .  With no 
conscious mass support wi th no posit ive promise that the 
new League M i nis try wi l l  be better than the l ast ,  with no 
binding programme. and with the non-pol it ical influence of 
its adherents as its main source of strength, the depleted 
Musl im League rump has eschewed its pol it ical  rol e and i s  
seeking to  gain office by  fighting the  election on  a pattern 
made fami l iar-and odious-by the Union i st Party. In these 
circumstances, the Musl im League ' s  appeal for support in 
the name of nat ional un i ty is extremely presumptuous and 
utterly fatuous. 

Thi s  situation has led to increased public frustration and 
scept ic ism, and a rev ival of tribal a l ignments and other 
retrograde influences . . .  
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17 January 1 953 

Deadlock Within a Crisis 

The Central Cahinet · -.  m i ss ion.  \\ h i c h  has hrought most  o f  i t s  
members t o  Lahore. h a s  fai led .  T h e  re solut ion adopted by t h e  
Punj ah l\1 u sl i rn  League Counc i l  clearly show-. t h a t  t h e  parleys 
between t he party · -.  Prm i nc ial and Central leader'>h ip  have 
not helped to C \ o l \ e a formu l a  acce ptable to both sides.  The 
demand for postpone m e n t  of the C o n st i t ue n t  A s s e m b l y  
session scheduled f o r  2 1  January w i l l  probab l y  h a \  e t o  be 
met. and the various g rou ps and fact ions  i n  the M us l i m  
League w i l l  continue the ir  search for a compro m i se solut ion 
beh i nd wel l -g uarded doors. There cou l d  hard l y  be a better 
example of a party' s pol i t ical bankru ptcy or its compl ete 
i so l at i o n  fro111 publ ic  o p i n i o n  than t h at prO\ i ded by t he 
M u sl i 111 League ' s hand l i ng of i ts  respons ib i l i t ies  wi th  regard 
to the fram i n g of a ne\\ Const i t u t i o n .  A part from other 
i mportant aspects  of the matter. we sec that.  after long months 
of i ntensive cog i tation.  this  party has not been able to reach 
an agre e m e n t  e \ e n  on the bas ic  s tructure of our fut u re 
Const i tut ion.  As soon as the B PC Report was rem m·ed from 
the l i st of top-secret documents .  and the common people 
a l lowed to see what the ru l i ng party had in store for t he m .  i t  
natura l ly  rai sed a storm of protest .  This  publ i c  outcry prodded 
the Punj ab ' s  M u s l i m  League l eaders to confess the ir  douhts 
about the B PC Report and c l a i m  authors h i p  of 111 i nutes of 
d i s s e n t  w h i c h .  a l o n g  w i t h o t h e r s .  s e e m  t o  have b e e n  
confi sc ated h y  the powers that b e .  I t  i s  amazing that t hese 
gent le 111cn gave t he i r  h i  i n d  apprm al to a p lan w h i ch ignored 
the most e le ment ary pri nciples  of de mocracy and coul d  not 
pos s ib l::- ha\ e been accepted by our peop l e .  A modicum of 
-.crious thought wou ld ha\ e sa\ ed the l\1usl i m  League l eaders 
from enact ing  the u n d i g n i fied spectacl e  w h i c h  Lahore has 
j u st  w i t nessed. Be that as it 111 ay. i t  is g rat i fy i ng that .  even i f  
they are u nw i l l i ng t o  consu l t  the people and appear t o  be 
i ncapab l e  of ant i c i pat i ng publ ic  op i n ion .  at least some of 
them seem determi ned not to commit pol i t i cal  horn-kiri and. 
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the refore. are not prepared to g ive  the ir  assent to any 
constitu tional plan without be ing assured of some measure of 
support from the ir constituents. 

Whether or not the intra-party deadlock \v i i i  be resolved. 
and in what manner. it is d i fficu l t  to surmise. Musl im League 
leaders have a pecul iar way of ' sett l ing ·  pol i t ical problems 
which may temporari ly s111other their own d ifferences but. as 
far as the country i s  concerned. not unoften creates 111ore 
d i fficult ies than it solves .  The gi ve-and-take 111ethod 111ay in  
some matters prm e useful for pac i fying the d i fferent c l iques 
ins ide the Mus l i 111 League. but !'or obvious reasons i t  cannot 
be appl ied with any advantage to the consti tut ional issue. It 
needs to be rea l i sed that the Musl im League · s intra-party 
deadlock l ies  within .  and is a d irect result of. a country-wide 
cri s i s .  Therefore. any attempt to close the party ' s  riven ranks 
by minor adj ustments in the BPC Report. accompanied by an 
appeal to personal or party cons iderat ions. wi l l  not help to 
improve the s i tuation; for eYen if the Musl im League can 
overcome its internal d ifferences. no consti tut ional plan can 
he implemented unless i t  has the approval of a large majority 
of the people in every part of Pak istan. Judging from the 
111anner in which the i ssues involved are be ing discussed 
ins ide the Mus l im League. there is l i tt le chance of the party 
deadlock being broken in the near future. whi le the possib i l i ty 
of the i r  be ing able to present a logical consti tut ional plan 
which would gain country-wide support i s  even more remote. 
If the Mus l im League leaders cannot rise above the level of 
their  party . if they cannot get out of the constitut ional grooves 
of thei r  own making, they wi l l  e i ther be responsible for 
creating a chronic cri s i s  or-and th is  i s  equally l i kely and 
equal ly dangerous-having won a small measure of backing 
for t h e i r  elaborate show of opposit ion to the B PC Report. 
with some minor face- saving changes the recommendat ions 
wi l l  be accepted by the Punjab d issidents .  Whatever course 
of action the Mus l im League leaders may choose to fol low. i t  
i s  becoming increasingly clear that they are incapable o f  
evolving a const itut ional pattern that would be based o n  the 
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logical  demands ari s i ng from the i ncontrovert i b l e  facts w h i c h  
gO\ ern Paki stan · s  soc i a l .  pol i t ica l  and econom i c  l i fe .  A n d  
s ince t h i s  party-we repeat.  for pure l y  h i storical reason s
contro l s  the prese n t  C o n s t i t u e n t  A s se m b l y .  i t s  con t i nued 

fai l u re to resoh e the Const i tu t ional  cri s i s  lca\es the cou ntry 
w i th no choice except to demand t h a t  the o l d  Consti t uent  
Assembly should be d i sbanded and a ne\v body e l ected
d i rect l y  and on the b as i s  of adul t  su ffrage-to u ndertake the 
task of fram i n g  Paki stan · s  Consti t u t i o n .  

7 October 1 953 

The New Formula 

The n e w  con s t i t u t i o n a l  fo rm u l a  dn i se d  by the  M u s l i m  
League l eadersh i p .  reportedly w i t h  the unanimous  apprm a l  
o f  the M u sl i m  League Assembly Party . i s  be ing presented by 
the part y "  s spokesmen and supporters a s  a writable stroke of 
g e n i u s  that \\ i l l  reso l \ e a l l the e x i st i n g  di fferences between 
t he two zones of Pakis tan .  The M u s l i m  League l e aders·  
e l at ion i s  u nderstandable because . if  none of the ir  fact ions  
s tages  the customary \ol te-face. the strange phenomenon of a 
pol i t ical  organi sat ion riven hy d iffere nces on a fu ndamental  
po l i t ical  que"1 ion w i l l  now he e l i m i nated . Th i s  does not.  
h o w e v e r . b y  i t s e l f  p ro v i d e  any c a u s e  f o r  g e n e r a l  
sa t is fact ion . . .  A nyhow. t h e  i mportant poi nt i s  not whether 
the unity or s tabi l i t y  of the M u s l i m  League \\ i l l  he restored 
by the m i nor c h anges m ade in the B PC R e port . but whether 
these modif icat ions  can g i \c the cou ntry a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
structure that  s u its  i ts pec u l i ar cond i t i o n s  an<l w i l l  g u arantee 

its future progre s s  a long the path of u nrestri cted democrac y .  
T h e  K arach i  agreement has o h \  i o u s l y  b e e n  secured under the 
pre s sur e  of the fort hcomi n g  East Bengal  e l ect ions .  w h i c h  Mr 
l\iur- u l - A m i n  i s  reported to ha\e u sed as a threat.  dec l ar ing 
t h at any t h i n g  l e s s  than pari ty wou l d  seal the fate of the 
M u s l i m  League in  t hat  Pro v i nce .  F u rther .  the pro l on g e d  
const i tu t ional  deadl ock.  the grtm ing i mpatience of the peop l e .  
and the M u s l i m  L e ag u e  l e ade r s h i p ·  s i n abi l i t y  to offer a 
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rational solution to the problems fac ing the country .  had 
strengthened the demand for dissolution of the Constituent 
Assembly and the election of a new body on the bas i s  of 
adul t  franchise .  The fear of early elect ions.  which wou ld 
certainly depri ve many of the Musl im League leaders of their 
present pos i t ions .  i s  said to have put the gentlemen who now 
rep re sen t  Wes t  Pak i s tan in a mood to accep t  any 
compromise . . .  

I O  November 1 953 

The Muslim League 

There can be l i t t le  honest d i sagreement w i th  Mr  H . S .  
Suhrawardy ' s  indi ctment of the Musl im League a s  ' a  ruthless 
ol igarchy in which the in terests of the country. the views of 
the people and canons of justice and fair play. are being 
brushed aside in the struggle for power· . Today. more than 
ever before. i t  i s  true to say that the Musl im League, bereft of 
what l i tt le was left of i ts  i ntegrity and ideal ism after the post
Part i t ion scramble for power and pelf, is not in  office because 
i t  is a heal thy.  l i v ing organ i sat ion. deriving its strength from 
genu ine publ ic  back ing ;  but  that i t  i s  able to delay the 
i nevi table process of i ts  decay and muster a measure of 
support-mostly among those whose loyalty is not to the 
party but to the position i t  occupies-only because i t  retains 
a monopo ly of power. A complete lack of  democracy 
characteri ses the Mus l im League ' s  i n ternal funct ion ing ;  
selfish intrigue and unscrupulous chicanery gu ide the  actions 
of i t s  nu merous fac t ions .  wh i le  ques t ions  of pol i cy or 
principle arc re legated to the distant backgrounds; and the 
bulk of the party is ever ready to support anyone whose 
hands hold the sceptre , whether he has achieved this  pos it ion 
of dominance through an election-which i s  now rather 
rare-by self-appointment, or by selection. On the other hand, 
the Musl im League manages to remain in power mainly 
because i t s  l ust for office has overcome i ts  al legiance to 
democratic  principles and i t s  respect for the rights of the 
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people.  D ur i ng the Jaq t h ree or fou r  : ear-.,. thou-.,ands of 
po l i t ic a l  w o r k e rs h a \· e  bee n s e n t  t o  g a o l  w i t ho u t tr i a l :  

e l e c t i o n -.,  h a \  e bee n ge rry m a ndered \\ i t h a n  ut ter  l a c k  o r  
conscience:  and oppos i t ion  to the group i n  pow e r. whether 
on a pol i t ical  ba-., i -., or for pu re ! ) pe r-.,on a l elllk ha-.,  bee n 
ru t h less l y su ppre ssed . W i t h  foL· t ional  manocm r i ngs as t he 

party " s m ai n  act i \  i t y .  i h -., par-,e ran k -.,  d i '  ided i nto L· l i q u e s  

c reated b y  person a l ri\ a l ries .  and ch eap -., l ogan-mongering 
the bas i s or ih approach to t he peop l e . the \ J u -., l i rn Lea gu e 

may be e x pec ted to fade a\\ a: s o o n  a fter the peop l e of 

Pak i stan h�l\ e re gai n e d  t h e i r  i n a l i e n a b l e  ri gh t to gm e rn  t he i r 
own de.q i ny and to dec i de \\ h o  -, h o u l d ru l e  the country . 

I n  th e �e c i rc u m stances .  " he n  t h e  \ l m l i m  Leag u e  has 

reached its nadi r. i t  appear-.,  i l log i ca l t h a t  cert a i n  per-;o n -.,  

s h o u l d  conside r  i t " mtlrn h i lc I l l  re-enlL'r th L' fo ld u t' thL' ru l i n !,' 
p�1rt y .  This  p h e m i m e n o n  w i l l not.  hm\ e \ er. s urpr i -.,c m an: 

d i sc e rn i n g  oh-.,cn ers : for " hen the  \ J u ,J i rn  Le ag ue ee a -.,ed tu 

be a nat i on a l front and fo rsook i t s  pol i t ica l  conscience for 
petty g a i n s .  among t hose \\ ho le ft the organ i sat i on on .some 
po i nt of  pri nc i p l e t h e re '' a s  a fai r spr i n k l i ng uf M u s l i m  
Leaguers \\ hme o n ! :  d i ffe rence \\ i th t h e  part :  '' a '  i h  rcfu "�d 

to sat i �·.f.y  the i r a m b i t iom.  O u t manoeuned in the l°aL· t i C1 n a l  

s t ru gg l e . t h i '->  t y p e  c> f p o l i t i L· i a n -., o u g h t  re fuge i n  l h l' 

Oppos i t i o n . hoping th ere by to ckl\\ n h i s opponcnh � t 11d to 

re h ab i l i tate h i m se l f  '' i t h  the peop l e h: ech o i ng the i r  clc manck 
Some of t he m  even con t i n ued to take a kee n i n tcrc: s t  i n  the 

Lcague · s fact iona l  \\ ar  and to ce m e n t �d l i a nL·cs w i t h  th e 
e n e m i e s  of t h e i r e n e m i e '> .  I f  t hc '>e t'ach are kept  i n  m i nd . i t  
become-., q u i t e  c icar " )y ,  _ -de s p i t e .  n r  perh ap s because o f. t h e  

fact t h a t  t he \ l u s l i m  L e a g u e  i '->  i n  a 1 1 lUL'h " or s e  p l i g ht t han i t  

\\ :1" t h ree : ca r� ag u-S ardar S h auLlt H ay a t  K h a n  should  
-.,udck n l :  '->Ce · a ra: of h ope · i n  t he person o f  Pr i me \ 1 1 n i stcr 
M ohammed A l i .  and the Khan of \ l arndot -., h o u ! d  , kL· i de to 

re-jo i n the ru l i ng part) \\ i t huut  offer i ng a "  ord llf n ;1L: nat i on 
to the p u b l i c  o r  to the member" of t he Oppo s i t i o n  p� t !' t)  he 
h ad fo r m e d  \\ h e n  \ I r  Dau l Lrn a  g a i n e d  c o 11 1 r \) ]  uf t h L' 

Prm i n c i a l  Le agu e urgani -.,at ion \\ i t h  \Ir L i aq u a t  A l i  Khan · s 
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bless ings .  Fo l l owing the example .set by these two leaders. 
whose recent speeches and statements  mock t h e i r  pre sent  
c o n d u c t .  s o me m ore d e fe c t i o n s  fro m t h e  r a n b  o f  the  
O p po s i t i o n  part i e s  m a y  we l l  t a ke p l a c e . ad d i n g  t o  the  
confu s i o n  pre va l e n t  i n  a l l  branches of the M u s l i m  League b y  
swe l l i ng t h e  n u mber of those who m u st b e  kept sat i sfied . I t  i s  
q u i te obvious.  however. that t h e  somersau l t  performed b y  a 
few i nd i v id ual s docs not ch ange the character of the  M us l i m  
League.  nor can i t  thereby ward off fo r  long the nemesis  that 
i t s  own m i sdeeds have i n v i ted:  and. l as t l y .  i t  does not in any 
w ay reduce the i m portance o f  the task of b u i l d i ng u p  a strong 
Oppo s i tion t hat can lead the people in t h e i r  stru g g l e  aga i n s t  
t h e  corruption.  inefficiency a n d  oppression vvh i L·h  are t h e  chief 
c haracte r i s t i c s  o f  the M u s l i m  League ' s  m i sru l e .  

2 9  November 1 953 

The Cesspool 

O n c e  a g a 1 11 the t u rb i d .  s tagnant  waters of t h e  pol i t i c a l  
ce sspool known as t h e  Punj ab M u s l i m  League h a v e  been 
s t i rred h;. the agitat ional  storm wh ich is c reated seasonal l y  
by t h e  i nveterate fact ional i s m  t h a t  h o l d s  i n  i t s  v ice every 
sect ion of the rul i 1 1g part y' s leaders h i p .  Revel l i ng i n  the s l i me .  
p l astering each other w i t h  m ud, a n d  spe w i n g  venom, these 
denizens of the M u sl i m  League underworl d have u n l eashed 
another campaign of i n trigue and chicanery , of vi l i fication 
and b l ack. m a i l .  i n  which su pport i s  ope n l y  purchased b y  the 
h i ghest  bidder and l oyal t ies  are transfe rred with an abandon 
t h at is the pri v i l ege of persons unopposed b y  a consc ience or  
by a l l e g i ance to pri n c i p l e s  o f  a ny sort .  The contenders for the 
pr ize of offi ce and power m ay occasiona l l y  refer to publ ic  
i s sues  and-part i c u l ar ly  when the sceptre i s  not  in  their  own 
h a n d s-e v e n  p a y  hypocr i t i c a l  h o mage t o  t h e  canons  o f  
democracy ;  but  t h e  truth i s  that t h e  defenders of t h e  c itadel 
have nothi n g  to defend e xcept t h e i r  grat i fied a mb i t ion.  and 
the attackers · only goal  i s  the capture o f  power for i t s  own 
sake.  Th i s  d i sgraceful scra m b l e  for monopoly contro l  of the 
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M u s l i m  League and the M i n i stry began soon afte r Part i t i on .  

a n d  i t  has  co nt i nued for more t h a n  f i v e  \ ears w i t h  u n abated 

frenzy.  The \ i c i ss i tude-, of the struggle han:'. pro v i ded each 

of i ts  heroe.s with the opport u n i ty to rul e  the Prm i nce and 

sen·e the people .  to prow that h i s  0\\ n c l a i m  to a l t ru i sm h ad 

m o re w o r t h  t han h i s  e ne m i e s "  c h a rg e .s :  b u t  c Y c ry s u c h  

opport u n i t y  \\ as fri t tered a\\ a y .  and i n  the i ntoxicat ion of 

Y i c tory the o n l y  pro m i se honou red was t hat of p u rs u i n g  a 

ruth less  vendetta agai nst  fal l e n  opponents .  [\·en w he n  de fe at 

compe l l ed a part i c u l ar fact i o n  to \\ 1 t hdra\\ from the \ l u s l i m  

L e a g u e  c a m p .  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  i n t ra-party t u s s l e  w a s  n o t  

abandoned. t h e  game of I m\ - !eYel  i ntr igue  \\ as not forsaken.  

and at the fi r s t  opport u n e m o m e nt the s e l f- p ro c l a i m e d  

standards-be arers of the Oppo s i t i o n  haYe returned t o  the fray 

w i t h  t h e i r  app e t i t e fo r p o \\ e r s h a rpe n e d  b :- t h e  b r i ef 

i nterregnu m  of tac t i c a l  se l f-abnegat i o n .  

L i k e i n c u r ab l e  a d d i c t s .  i n L· a p a b l c  o f  e \ t r i c a t i n g 

themse h e s from the morass t he)  ha\ e created. these \ 1 u-. l  i rn 

League l e aders  a rc b l i n d to t h e  e n o r m i t y  of t h e i r  o w n  
m i sdeeds .  deaf t o  t h e  g row i ng c l amour o r  the ma-.,-.,es .  and 

completely u n moYed by the fact t h at t h e  PrO\ i n ce.  \\ hose 

dest iny \V as p l aced in the i r un worthy hancb .  has been dri ft i ng 

stead i l y  towards the preci p i ce .  lh eL·nno m ic heal th  shattered 

by years o f  \V anton neglect .  i b  adm i n i strat i o n  the \ i c t i m  of a 

c ree ping p ara l y s i s .  i h  true voice drmrned i n  t h e  n o i s e  o f  
unen d i n g  fac t i on a l  b at t l e s .  t h e  P u nj ab l i e-,  p ro strate and 
str icke n .  I t s  peop l e .  betrayed again  and again by pol i t ical  

confidence-tri ckster-.,.  feel fru st rated and h e l p l e s s .  A s  t h e i r  
d i ffi c u l t i e s  a c c u m u l a t e  a n d  t h e  d i s m a l  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e  

pre sented by t h e  Pun j ab remai ns unc hanged.  t h e i r  h o p e  o f  
rede mpt ion l an g u i s h e -.  and t h e i r  fo rmer -,e l f-ass ur� 1nce and 
fai th  tend to be rep l aced by pes s i m i s m  and c y n i c i -., m .  T h i s  

u n h e a l t h y  spi r i t  of  re s i g n at i o n  i -.,  an e�trc m e l :  dangero u s  

phenomenon.  a n d  t h e  actual  damage t h at the \ I u s l i m  League 
l e ader-,h i p  h a s  done to the Prm ince is  i n s i g n i fi c ant \\·hen 

com pared \\ i t h  the ha\ (1C they ma: cause i f  the peopl e  are 
not persu aded to re s i -.,t the po i son that  is be i ng i njected i nto 
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t h e i r  b l ood stream.  It i '> .  therefore. grat i f) i n g  to note that.  as a 

d i rect consequence of the  M u s l i m  Leaguers ·  u n d i g n i fi e d  

a n t i c s .  t he peop l e  h a \ e  been a l lowed to :-, e e  the rul i n g  party 

in a l l  its u g l y  nakedne"s.  It is i nc re as i n g l y  real i sed that the  

l ong-drawn - o u t  M amdot- D a u l t an a  tuss le-wh i c h  has  set  the 
pattern for M u s l i m  League pol i t i c s  o n  a l l l ev e l s- i n vo l ve s  

no pol i t ica l  p r i n c i p l e .  n o  p u b l i c  i s-.ue of a n y  i m portance i ..,  a t  

stake. and t he outcome o f  e a c h  s k i rm i s h can i nfl uence t h e  
l i ves  o f  o n l y  t h e  leaders a n d  t he i r  c l ose adhere n t s .  N o t  

u n n a t u ra l l y .  there fore. p u b l i c  i nterest i n  the a n n u a l  rnud
sl i n g i n g  m atch between r i m] M m l i rn  League fac t i o n s  i s  

dec l i n i ng ,  and w h i l e  m a n y  people w i l l  g i v e  c redence t o  what  
a M u s l i m  League leader may say about  h i s  opponents .  o n l y  a 

very few attach a1 1y s i g n i ficance to the c l a i m -.  he makes for 

h i m sc l r  or h i .., fac t i o n .  It i.., a l s o  real i sed that the  M u s l i m  
Leagu ers " l.'. h ro n i c  b i c kl'ri nt' "  bet ray not o n l y  a compl ete 

d i sreg ard for p u b l i c  i n t e rest hut a l '>o t h e i r  u tter  c o n t e mpt for 
the  people.  who are e x pected to accept every u npri n c i pled 
M i n i \ler ia l  change a-, bL· i n g  for the hec, t  . . .  

H a v i n g  lost  a l l  fai t h  i n  the M u , J i rn  League l eader< ab i l i t y  
to u ndergo a c h a 11ge o f  heart . w e  be l i eve  t h at the  Prov i nce 

w i l l  be ab l e  to e rnergL' fro m the hog o n l y  w h e n  its peo p l e  
h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  b u r )  i 1 1 g  t h e  m ci i n  .., o u r c e  o f  t h e  
putre fact i on-the M u s l i m  LL·ague ces�poo l .  The M amdots .  
D a u l tanas.  a n d  N o o n s  ha\C s trutted about on our poli t ica l  

s tage for  long enough;  they and the t y p e  o f  M LA they 

patron i se m u s t  nmv he swept  out  o f  t h e  Pro v i nce·  s pol i t i c a l  

l i fe. T h e  task i '-> n o t  e a .; y  a 11d req u i re s  a g reat d e a l  o f  hard 

work. B u t  i f  the people are organ i "ed pol i t i c a l l y .  the r i c h l y  
deserved n e m e s i "  t hat a w a i t s  the M u s l i m  League po l i t i c i a n s  
w i ll not b e  long i n  com i ng .  And i f  a l l  honest  pol i t i c a l  workers 
conce n t ra t e  o n  t he t a :-;!.; o r  d i re c t i ng the people · ..,  ac u t e  

d i ssat i sfact i o n  i nto po l i t i c a l  L' i 1 <1 rrne l s. new c ad r''" of pol i t i ca l  

workers . p ledged to democratic ideal s .  w i l l  h e  t h w w n  up 
d u r i n g  the  course of t h e  movement  to m ake our  pol i t i c -;  
conform to t h e  real  needs a n d  demand-. of t h e  peo p l e .  and to 
root out  the U n i o n i st t rad i t i o n  of t ry i n g  to b u i l d  the pol i t i ca l  
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pyram i d  by s ta rt i n g  at the apex .  T h i s  path alone offers the 
e a r l y  p o s s i b i l i t y o f  sa\  i n g t h e  PrO\ i n ce fro m  f u r t h e r  
depredation a t  t h e  hands of t h e  rvl u s l  i rn Leaguers.  a n d  o f  
beg i n n i ng to real i se t h e  fond dreams that '' armed s o  m any 
hearts a t  t he dawn of freedom. \\'c frn e n t l y  hope. therefore. 
that the peop l e  of the P u n j ab \\ i l l  fol ] (rn it and turn t h e i r  
b a c k s  o n  t h e  g u i l t :  men '' ho h a v e  bro u g h t  the P r O\  i nce 

not h i n g  but m i ser: . want.  and degradat i o n .  

8 April 1 95-1 

Mr Noon's A ntics 

The M u s l i m  Leaguc · s  u n pri n c i p led stru g g l e  for pcr n e r
w h i c h h a s  b e e n  t h e  m o s t  d i s t i n c t i \ e fe a t u re o r  i t s  
post- Parti t i o n  h i st or : -co nt i nue-; t u  he '' aged '' i t h  u n bated 
fury.  In fact .  i t  would seem that.  after the East Bengal  debac k .  

w i t h  t h e  sands o f  t i me fast  ru n n i ng o u t .  w i t h  t h e  prospects  o f  
t h e  League being ou sted i n  t h e  prm i nces of \\'est Pak i stan 
brighter  t h an ever before. the part y ' s  l eaders have become 
more determ i ned and rut h l e ss i n  t h e i r  efforh to sat i sfy t h e i r  
i nsat iable  l u st  for o ffi c e .  I n  t h e  po l i t i c a l  j u ng le of t h e  M u sl i m  
League.  where pri nc ip les  arc reg arded not a s  a g u i de t o  act ion 
but  as someth i n g  tl l be used for c l oak i ng one · -;  m i sdeeds.  
where ta lk  of ideals  is  t re ated with cynical  con tempt e x cept 
d u ring publ i c  speeches or at press  con ferences.  i t  is  ' i rtu a l l y  
i mpos s i b l e  to m ake a n y  confident  forec a s t  a b o u t  fu t ur e  
develop m e n t s .  I t  i s  accepted. howeYcr. t h at t h e  dom i n ant  
M u s l i m  League c l iques  i n  West  Pakis tan .  '' i t h  t h e i r  ever
chang i n g  permutat ions  and combi n a t i o n s .  � tre only i n te rested 

i n  somehow being accepted as the c u stodians of govern mental 
power i n  t h i s  part of the cou ntry : ancl to achiew t h i s  end no 
ant ic  is too u n d i gn i fied.  no \ ol te-face too s udden . . .  

The l atest  tac t i c  i n  t h e  l a st-di tL' h  batt le  t o  sa\ e t h e i r  
pol i t ica l  jugirs i n  \Ve s t  Paki stan i �  t h e  c a l l  for hol d i ng a 
com ent ion to · re\ i t a l i se ·  the para ly sed hlldy of t h e  M u s l i m  
Leag u e .  There i �  ta l l--. o f  i n t roduc i n g ne\\ b l ood i nto the 
organ i sa t i o n .  of c l e a n s i n g  i t  of  u n d e s i rable  e l e m e n t s .  of 



mo bi I i  s i n g  i h prugre"s i  \ t'  sect ion ." .  or i n v i t i n g  the  d i ss idents  
to ret u rn  to the fo l d :  but  a l l  these  s logans i nd i c ate noth i ng 
beyond a b i d  to create a u n ited fron t  of office-hu nters.  to 
forge a measur e  of i n tra-party sol i darity o n  the b a s i s  of a 
new re- d i v i s i o n  o r  the spoi l s .  The t \\ O con\ e n t i o m  held  i n  
Lahore o n  S u n d a y  at  t h e  pr i v ate re s i de nc e s  o f  t h e  two 
fac t i o n a l  ch i e fs .  in  preparat i on for the b i gger c o n v e n t i o n  
schedu led for next  m o n t h .  e x pose the M u s l i m  League · s  total 
ban k ruptcy and its complete i solat ion fro m  the people .  Mr 
Dau l tana and h i s  c l ique are presumably keep i n g  their powder 
dry for the b i gger a l l - Pa k i stan gatheri n g .  Therefore. they 
contented themsel ves w i t h  an ' in forma l "  show o f  stre ng t h .  I t  
seems that M r  Daultana w i l l  make a fi n al assau l t  o n  the 
League ' s  i n n er sanctum at the a l l - Pa k i stan conve n t i o n .  and if  
th is  at tempt fai l -,  he and his  supporters m ay \\ e l l  fo l low the 
pol icy adopted earl ier by the Khan of M amdot and leave the 
M u s l i m  Leagu e .  M r  '.\oon . o n  the other h a n d .  in  trying to 
streng then h i s  defences.  cal l ed h i s  c l a n  together to swear 
fe a l t y  to the C e n t re by e n d or s i n g  Mr M o h a m m e d  A l i " s  
pate n t l y  Undemocrat ic  stand o n  the LJUt'St ion  o f  d i s so l v i ng the 
Const i t uent  Assembly . The Nuon gro u p " s  reso l u t ion  o n  the 
s u bj e c t  repeats  the i rre levant  arg u m e n t s  fu rn i s hed by the 
Centra l  Governmenf s legal  h ack s .  and gpc-., o n  t o  ra ise the 
bogey of West  PakisL1 n · s  · serfdom to Ea:-.t Bengal " .  Th i :-.  is  
arran t  and harmfu l  nonsense .  If West Pakistan · s  Pro v i n ce s  
h a d  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  e l e c t e d  L e g i s l a t u re s .  a n d  t h e i r  
rep re sentat ives at the Centre could speak w i t h  a con fidence 
that  can come only w i th publ ic  bac k i n g .  t here could be no 
danger of t h i s  zone ' :-.  rights be i n g  n e g l ected o r  trampled 
upon . . .  

A l though M r  Noo n  has sought to co n s o l i date h i :-.  pos i t i o n  
i n  the Pu n j ab by al i g n i ng h i mse l f  w i t h  the  present Cen tral 

Government .  p l a y i n g  for g reater safety he has e vol ved t he 
( for h i m )  c lever l i ne of keep i n g  the door open for negot iat ions  
w i t h  the U n i te d  Fro n t  b y  fu l s o m e l y  p ra i s i n g  M e s s rs 
S uh rawardy and Faz l u l  H uq .  A t  the same t i m e .  howe ver. 
part l y  to pac i fy the Centre. he has m a l i c iou s l y  i mpugned 
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t h e i r  loyal t y  to t h e i r  a l l i e -.  and accu sed the U n i ted Fro n t  

l e ade rs of encourag i ng ant i -nat iona l  dernenh.  T h e  e ffort t o  

rouse art i f i c i a l  �m i rn o -. i t y  i n  W e s t  P a k i stan aga i n '->t  t h e  East 

B e n g a l  U n i t e d  F ro n t  l e ader s h i p . by m a k i n g  c h e ap a n d  

palpably fabe c h arge s .  c a n  o n l y  \\ i de n the r ift bet\\ e e n  t h e  

two \V i ng s�a process w h i c h no tru e fri end of Paki s tan c a n  

consc i o u s l y  e ncourage.  I f  t h i s  l i ne of apprnach has no g re at 

appeal for M r  :\oon and h i s  ad\ i sers .  he s h o u l d  at l e a s t  

remember that .  of a l l  people.  he i s  i n  no pos i t i on t o  t a l k  o f  

a n t i - nat ional  e l e m e n t s  be i n g  anyon e · s al l ie s a n d  " u pporter s .  

l\1r N o o n  shou l d  ha\ e been i n h i b i ted from h i s  outbur'>l b y  t h e  

b r i e f  h i story of h i s  0\\ n con\er-., ion t o  nat ional i s m .  He shou l d  

a l s o  cons ider  t h e  past  record o f  h i s  m\ n c h i e f  a l l i e s .  b o t h  i n  

the  Punj ab and at the Centre .  Can h e  deny the fac t that among 

the most  i r n c t c rate e n e m i e s  o f  Pa k i s t a n  and t h e  most fai th fu l  

stooges of t h e  B r i t i s h  \\ e re t hose \\ ho a re .'\ I r  .\:oo n · s  best 

supporters '? Does h e  not  remember t he rn l e pl ayed by h i s  

\ l i n i stcr for Rewnue dur i ng the Paki stan mo\ e rn e n t ?  A l l  

t h i s .  h o w n  e r . i -.,  n o t  s u rp r i s i n g .  fo r \\ i t h  a p o l i t i c a l  

backgrnund such as M r  Noo n · s .  and w i t h  h i s  past  h i story of 

b u i l di ng a caree r on t he fa\(1urs of a fore i g n  reg i me. it  i s  

d i ffi cu l t  t o  abandon t h e  h a b i t  o f  lackeyi s m  before W e s t e rn  

i mperi a l i s m  a n d  i t s  age n t s .  W i t h  s u c h  B r i t i sh- tra i ned po l i t i L· a l 

gen i u se s as M r  \\,'oon among t he p art) · s top leadersh i p . i t  i s  

easy t o  u nderstand w h y  the M u s l i m  League h a s  reac hed t h e  

e n d  o f  i t s  d ay s . I t  i s  today not o n l y  a house d i Y i ded aga i n st 

i t se l f. but .  \v hat  i s  a weight ier  factor. i t  i s  a house b ui l t  on 

sand.  Lacki n g  the essent i a l  foundat i o n  of p u b l i c  su pport. the 

\\ ho l e  s tructure has begu n  to c ru m b l e .  and a l arge p ar t  of i t  
has a l re ady col l apsed.  I t  i s  c l earl y in  the  i nterests of the 

peop l e  to demol i s h  t h e  ru i n s  and s\\ eep a\\ ay t h e  deb r i s .  so 

t hat  a new po l i ti c a l  e d i fice c a n  be c o n � t ructed in a d e s i g n  

s u i ted to t h e n e e d s  o f  o u r  peop l e  and \\ Ort h y  o f  t h e i r  

asp i rat i o ns . I n  t h i s  regard. i t  i s  o f  i nt e rest  t hat.  i n  a l l t h e  

balde rdash w h i c h  M r  N oon has recent ly  b e e n  spout i ng .  h e  
somehm\ managed to p u t  fon\ a r d  Pne reasonab l e propos a l .  

Tal k i n g  of h i s  part) · s  future. he e \ pressed the \ i c w t h a t  the 
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best way to sa\·e the Musl im League was to d issolve i t .  
Although in a sense and with a purpose which Mr Noon wi l l  
not  endorse .  th i s  bril l i ant idea is l i kely to  ga in  a great deal of 
publ ic support . And if Mr Noon undertakes del iberately to 
bury the M u s l i m  League-a task  he i s  accompl i sh ing 
anyhow-the future hi storian may wel l  write it down as the 
one redeeming feature of his long pol it ical career. 

13 A pril 1 954 

Another Convention 

Fol lowing the two party conventions held recently under the 
patronage of Mr Firoz Khan Noon and Mr Mumtaz Daultana. it 
was only natural that the third largest faction in the Punjab 
Musl im League should try to create evidence in proof of its 
existence as a separate entity. As we have pointed out earlier in 
these columns. the call for an all-Pakistan convention to ·unify 
and revital i se '  the Mus l im League has had the effect of 
i ntensify ing the perennial  scramble for power among the 
mutually hostile groups constituting what was once a national 
organisation. This phenomenon is really not surprising. The 
proposed convention. which has already been subjected to its 
first postponement. has no real significance as far as the party ' s  
programme or l ine of action are concerned. I ts main purpose is 
to convince the various Muslim League leaders that they must 
learn to hang together if they want to avoid the sorry fate of 
the i r  counterparts in East Benga l .  Whether or not such a 
manoeuvre, even in the unlikely event of its success, can halt or 
delay a historical process is a separate question. It has anyhow 
provided the various groups inside the Muslim League with 
another opportuni ty for a trial of factional strength to determine 
the pattern of the next re-division of Ministerial offices at the 
Centre and in the Provinces of West Pakistan. By holding a 
separate convention, the Khan of Mamdot presumably wanted 
to stake his  claim to being treated as a ' leader' in his own right 
and to show that his faction could not be regarded as a mere 
adjunct of the Noon group. 
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The t ac t i c s  re sort e d  t o  h) the K h a n  of M amdot to prepare 

the g ro u n d  for a n  at tempt  to re capture the  Prm i nc i al M u s l i m  

League o r  t he C h i e f  !\ I i n i slL' r i a l  guddi \\ i l l  not  add t o  h i s  

pol i t i c a l  s ta ture.  n o r  �tre they i n  a n :  \\ a: nri g i n a l .  L i ke a ! I  

o t h e r  \l u s l i lll L e a g u e  l e a d e r s .  t h e  K h a n  o f  \ l a rn d o t  

conce n t rated h i s  fi re o n  h i s  r irnb. h o l d i n g  them re s po n s i h le  

for t h e  part; · s  \ i rt u a l  C \ t i n c t i o n .  and c l a i med for h i rn sc l f  a 

monopo l y  of po l i t i cal  rec t i t ude and a l t ru i st i c  dc\(it ion  to dut: . 

b cry -;tep taken hy h i s  oppone n t s  \\ a-., based o n  se l f- i n terc-;t . 

\\ h i l e  each o f  h i s  0\\ n aL· t i o n �-t h c  de c i s i o n  to q u i t  t h e  

League when M r  Dau l ta n a  captured t h e  o rg a n i sa t i o n  a n d  to 

rej o i n  i t  \\ h e n  he had been ousted-\\ as g u i ded sole ly  h: 
c o n s i de ra t i o n s  o f  p u b l i L· \\ c a l  u n t a i n t e d  b )  lllot i \  e s  of 

per so n a l  gai n .  W h i l e  \\ h a t  the Khan uf !\ I  am dot -.,a: s about  

h i s  r i \ al s  \\ i l l  be g i \ c n  a c o n s iderab l e  measure of credence.  

h is  appra i s a l  o f  h is  ow n pol i t i c a l  111 a 1meu\ re s i s  nut l i ke ! ;  to  

be acccpted b) many peop l e .  The K h a n  aho repeated c e rt a i n  

\\ i l d  a l l eg a t i o n .-., rnadc aga i n -., t t h e  East  B e n)! a l  L" n i tcd  Fro n t  

aft e r  i ts v i ctory b )  t h e  more i rre spon s i b l e  sec t i o n  u f  t h e  

M u s i  i rn  L c a )! U C  · -.,  s u p p o rt e rs-t r a n s p a re n t l y  lll a l i c i o u s  

a l l eg at i o n s \\ h i c h  arc n o t  suhsta n t i ated b y  a n  i ot a  o f  e \  ide nce 

a n d  w h i c h  ha\ e bee n  c atcgur ica l l y  den ied by the l " n i ted Fro nt  

leaders .  In  at tac k i n g  \Ir s L I  h ra\\ a rd: . t he K h a n  ( )  r \ Iamdot 

probably  wanted to j u s t i fy h i s  o w n  defec t i o n  from the  ran k s  

of the  Oppo-., i t i o n  a n d  h i -.,  re turn tu the fol d  o l  t h e  part: 

\\ h i d1 he h ad bee n conde rn n i n g  outr ight  for lllan;  m o nt h s :  

but t he n a ture a n d  lll a n n e r  o f  h i s  at tack l i n k  h i m  t o  t he short

s i ghted group \\ h o  are p l a y i n g  the dan gero u ,  game o f  t ry i ng 
to saYe the l\ 1 u s l i m  Leag ue i n  \\"e-.,t  Pak i -., t a n  h) rai s i ng t h e  

boge;  of Ea-.,t  B e n g a l  dom i na t i o n .  t h c reb: \\ i de n i ng the g u l f  

het\\ c e n  t h e  t \\ u zones o f  t h e  c o u n t r; -stra n g e l y  enough . i n  

the n allle o f  n a t i o n a l  sol i dar i ty  . . .  

Thc muddied \\ ateh o f  P u nj ab p o l i t i c s  can be '-· l e an -.,cd 

o n ! :  \\ h e n  pol i t i ca l  p r i n c i p l e s  g a i n  precede nce O\  er  personal  

r i Y a l r i c s .  and t h e  peopl e .  i n s tead of be i n g reg a l e d  w i t h  

seaso n a l  m u d - -., l i n g i n g  c o n !L' , h .  arc e n L· o ur aged t o  choose 

t h e i r  po l i t ica l  reprc -.,c n tat i \  c -. o n  the  h a � i s  u f  concrete i s sues 
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of d i rect  p u h l i c  i nterest .  S i nce the heroes of the marathon 
factional  batt le  in  the Punj ab.  Messrs  M a m dot. Daul tana, and 
others of their  i l k .  are not l i ke l y  to g ive  up the i r  i ntrigue and 
c h icanery .  or their unpri ncipled manoeuvri ng and jocke y i n g  
f o r  pos i t ion .  i t  i s  for the people t o  w r i t e  off t hese q u a i n t  
pol i t i c a l  fi gures and m ake a concerted e ffort  to pol i t ic ise the 
Pro v i nce ' s  publ ic  l i fe .  

14 July 1 954 

League Convention 

T h e  p roposed M u s l i m  League C o n v e n t i o n .  w h i c h  was 
professedly i ntended to gal vanize and u n i fy the rul i ng party. 
see m s  to have become a poi nt of content ion which may w e l l  
lead t o  further d i sruption and d i sun i ty .  The i dea w a s  origi nal l y  
mooted by the unemployed sect ion of the  M u s l i rn  League 
leaders h i p  and. q u i te ohv ious ly .  one of its m a i n  a ims was to 
brin g  about a red i s tr ibut i on of the loaves and fi shes of office 
to the  satis fact ion of the p lan · s authors.  Real i s i ng that such a 
gatheri ng o f  M u s l i m  League malcontents  could develop i nto 
a serious danger. part i c u larly when in most Provi nces the 
party organ i sation e x isted in name only ,  w i t h  the local l eaders 
d i v ided i n t o  two or more warring fact ions.  and when the 
present  Pro v i nc ia l  M i n i str ies were not only  i n stal led by the 
Centre but .  i n  some cases.  needed d i rect Central su pport to 
remain in o ffi ce. i t  was decided by the group i n  power that a 
head-on c l ash w i t h  the diss idents shoul d  be avoided . As the 
r e s u l t  o f  a t e n t a t i v e  c o m p ro m i se , the p a rt y ' s o ffi c i a l  

l e adersh i p  accepted t h e  demand that  t h e  i n c u m be n t s  o f  
M i n i steri al  posts should b e  debarred from holdi ng i mportant 
offices in the party organi sat ion:  and it was a l so agreed that a 
Con vention would be cal led to g i ve the Party a new look and 
a n e w  l i fe .  W h i l e  i n v i ta t i o n s  w e re be i n g  i s s u e d  for a 
conference that was supposed to re susci tate the organisation. 
rev i ve i ts  demora l i sed workers. and bri ng back into i ts  fo ld 
the thousands who had left the party i n  recent years. the 
i ne v i table tuss le  for power between the diffe re n t  c la i mants 
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continued wi thout abatement.  Leaders of ri \ 'al fact ions bus ied 
thernse h es.  as unobtru s i ve ly  as poss ib le .  \\ i t h  the task of 
conso l i dat ing the i r  re spec t i \ c groups for the i mpend i ng tr ia l  
of s trength. On the other hand.  the M i n i stcri a l i sts  drew up a 

scheme for const i tut ional  re forms \\ h i  ch '' ould reduce the 
authority of the organ i sation and pre \ e nt ambit ious have- nots 
from u -., i ng the i r  posit ion in the part: as a s tepp i ng - s tone to 

M i n i ster ial offices .  At  the same t i me.  effort:-, \\ ere being 
made. by those who fee l  that  the !\1 u s l i rn  Leaguers m u st at  
a l l  costs hang together. to e\  oh e an arrangement that  \\ ould 
sat i s fy a l l  the leading part i c i pants in  the current scramb l e for 
power. It seems nO\\ that these effort s  han· fai led. presumably 
for t h e  s i m p l e  a r i t h m e t i c a l  reason that the n u m b e r  of 
u nemployed M u s l i m  League leaders i s  far  greater than the 
n um be r  of co\ eted posts a\ a i l a b l c .  and that \\ b i l e t h e i r  
ambit ions seem t o  ha\ e no l i m its .  a nu mber of factors b a r  tht'. 
l arge i nc rease i n  pol i t ical jobs req u i red to g i ve the M usl i m  
League the de s i red e q u i l i bri u m .  W i t h  S ardar Abdur R ah 
N i shta1 .

. 
s res i gnat ion from the Ce ntra l W ork i ng Comm i ttee . 

fol l owing the Pres ident "  s dec i s ion to further postpone the 
Com ention.  the c l ash has once again come i n to the ope n .  
Whether or not t h e  League leaders can fi nd a \vay o u t  of the 
latest mess they han· got thernscln .'s i nto. the manner i n  

which they arc preparing for the m uch-boosted Com ent ion i s  
l i ke ly  t o  ha\'C de�troycd any i l lus ion l eft i n the publ i c m i nd 

regarding the i\1 u s l  i m League·  s ahi  I i ty to pul l  out  of the 
morass i t  has so d i l igent ly c reated for i tse l f. To the d i scerning 
i t  i s  perfectly ob\ ious  that. as long as the capture or retent ion 
of power as an encl in  i t s e l f  re m a i n s  the M u s l i m  League " s 

princi pal a i m .  any n u mber of national com c nt ions or s i m i lar 
stunts cannot save the part: from be i n g  O\crtaken by a w e l l 
desen cd nemesi s .  
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2 February 1 956 

The Revivalists 

A motley crowd of M i ni sters . ex-Mini sters. and would-be 
M in i s ters .  d i v ided in to  host i l e  fact ions  on the bas i s  of 
i rreconci lable personal di fferences-with each office-hungry 
group supported by a few po l i t ica l  re ta i ners-gathered 
together in Karachi the  other day. under the tattered and 
much-b lo t ted  b anner of the M us l i m  League .  to make 
preparat ions  for future batt les for po l i t i cal  power. The 
Paki stan Mus l im League Counc i l .  which met after a long 
period of inacti v i ty, is today a derel ict body without any 
genuine party organ isations at its back to give i t  a status of 
some sort . I t  has in  recent years been summoned only on 
very rare occasions. merely to endorse the manoeuvres of the 
dominant group of Mus l im League leaders: its membersh ip  
rests large ly on  bogus elections or  nominations: and . apart 
from period ic command performances of the sort wi tnessed 
at Karachi .  and some ev idence of behind-the-scenes agitation 
when elections are in the offing. it has hardly any connection 
with the country ' s  pol i t ical l i fe .  That th i s  appra isal of the 
Mus l im League is by no means harsh or unfair  i s  proved by 
the adm i s s ions  made dur ing  the Counc i l  meet ings  by 
prominent Mus l im League leaders. who were e ither in a 
confessional mood or. what i s  more l ikely .  wanted to absolve 
themselves of the ir share of the blame for the party ' s  decl ine. 
I t  was accepted. e i ther d irectly or by clear impl ication. that 
the Mus l im League had degenerated; that i t  exi sted in  a state 
of stagnation: that its membership was largely bogus; that i t s  
leaders. driven by an  eager lus t  for power. intrigued and 
fought against each other: that the Party had achieved l i t t le 
during the t ime i t  was in  power; and that i t  had ignored its 
programme and lost al l  contact with the people .  

With this  tediously long l i s t  of confessed s ins ,  and a host 
of others which are equally wel l-proven. the gentlemen of 
the Musl im League want to he treated as a group of earnest 
revival i sts who seek an opportuni ty to lead the people to the 
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l a n d  o f  h op e  a n d  g l ory .  They t a l k  of e s t ab l i s h i ng m as s  

contact s .  o f  C\  oh i n g  a new p rogramme based on soc i a l  

j u s t i ce .  of h u m b l y  sen i ng t h e  peopl e :  t hey p l edge t h e m se l ve s  

to sen e de mocrat ic  e nds .  t o  e s c h e w  s e l fi sh n e s s .  and to work 

for nat ional  u n i t y :  and. fin a l ! ) . they prese n t  a few refurb i s h e d  

s l og a n s  a n d  e n d l e s s  p ro m i se s .  A s  far a s  t h e  peo p l e  are 

conce rned.  al l  t h i s  has  a far too fa m i l iar r i n g .  and t hey can 

o n l y  regard i t  a� a mean i ng l e s s  m i m icry of re a l  pol i t i ca l  

act i \ i t y .  Each one o r  t h e  d i g n i tar ies  who now domi nate t he 

\1 u s l i rn  League stcige has  had at l e ast  one opport u n i t y  to act 

on the pr inc i p les  that are be i n g  re i te rated w i t h  such g l i b n e s s .  
and w i t h o u t  ncept ion t he y  ha\ e fai l ed to l i w  up to t h e i r  
wordy pro m i se s .  Further.  t h e  pro longed cr i s i s  through w h i c h  

Pak i stan has recen t l y  e m e rged w a s  a c ru c i a l  t e s t .  H o w  m a n y  

of t h e s e  s tah\ a n ;;  came o u t  t h e n  tu g i \  e the people  a l e ad ·1 
D i d  any of t h e m  t r) tu re s i st the danger of authori tari an i s m ·: 

D i el not most  of t h i: m  re m a i n  engaged i n  t h e i r  fo, o u r i t e  
pur-.,ui t  of protect i ng t he j obs t h e y  p o s s e s -.,  or 111anoeu n i n g  
for t h e  j o b s  t h e y  w a n t '? A n d .  e \ e n  today. h o w  many of t h e m  
are nmt i \ ated by any t h i n g  b u t  a h a n k e r i n g  for o ffi ce or a re 

c a p a b l e  o f  po l i t i c a l  fu n c t i o n i n g  e x c e p t  o n  t h e  l e \' e l  of 

draw i n g - room i n t r i g u e '? In  fac t .  the p ro c ee d i n g s  o f  t h e  
Cou nc i l  i t se l f  betray t h e  fac t  that not h i ng h a ..,  rea l l y  c hanged. 

a n d  that the old s p i r i t  of fact iona l  manoe u \r i n g  for p o w e r  
re m a i n s  t h e  g u i d i n g  force i n  t he M u s l i m  Leag u e .  

We a r e  t o l d  that .  \\ i t h  i nc u mbenh o f  \ l i n i -.,ter ia l  offices  
de barred fro111 ho ld ing any o ffi ce in  the Party organ i s a t i o n .  
t h e  re g e n e ra t i o n  ot t h e  \1 u s l i m  L e a g u e  i s  e n -.,ured . T h e  
fa i t h fu l  scri h c s  wh o ach ancc the theory o f  a n  i m pen d i ng 

m i racu l o u s  rebirth forget t h at the combinat ion  of the offi ces  
o f  Pr ime \ l i n i st e r  and Party Pre s i de nt i n  one person \\ as 
mere l y  a s y m ptom uf the di sease \\ h ich ha-.; de-.;troyed the 
\ l u s l i rn  League as a po l i t i c a l  part y :  a n d  ewn i f  one part i c u l ar 

-. y m p t o rn  h a s  bee n O \  e rc o m e-or at l e a s t  c l oaked-the 
d i sease h a s  not been c o n q u e re d .  I t  i s  a l s o  s a i d  t hat the  
e rn e rg c n c e  ur  S a r d a r  A b d u r  R a h  '\ i s h t a r  from ' i rt u a l  

ret i re m e n t .  and h i s  acceptance o f  the Pres i d e n t i a l  c rown.  w i l l  
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somehow re \ i ve the .\1 u s l i m  League .  The d i .screet s i lence of 
a pol i t i c i an over a period of acute pol i t ica l  cr i s i s  may we l l  
have qual ified h i m  for the M us l i m  League ' s  Pre s i dents h i p. 
because the d ifferent fact ions tend to accept h i m  as a l e sser 
n i l  than any known r ival ; but .  q u i te  obv i o u s l y .  s u c h  poli t ical  
h i bernat ion cannot have i m proved h i s  stan d i n g  w i th t he 
people .  When S ardar N i s htar was i n  the M u s l i m  League ' s  
pol i t i cal are na. h e  showed no great prom i se of ever becoming 
a sav i our; by re main ing a spectator of the people ' s  travai l for 
some t i me he has not i nc reased h i s  chances o f  being hai led as 
the person who would lead the peo ple to rede m pt i o n .  The 
other office-hol ders nomi nated by the new Pres ident .  with a 
prematurely- ret i red d iplomat as S ecretary. are certa i n ly not 
l i ke l y  to evoke any popu l ar enthu s i a s m ,  because they are a l l  
known ent i t i e s .  A tree w h i c h  h a s  0\ er the y e ars y i e l ded o n l y  
h i tter frui t .  a tree w h i c h  i s  n o w  dried up and shrunken.  and. 
above all  e l se.  \\ hich has no roots-no re al l i n k s  with the 
masses-has heen given a new set of cu stod i a n s ,  and the 
peopl e  are asked to c l u ster around i t  for shade and protect ion .  
The appeal i s  utterly fatuous and can o n l y  arouse pub l i c  
der i s i o n .  The t a s k  b e fo re the  p e o p l e  i s  t o  remove t h i s  
paras i t i c .  gaunt wreck. c lear the ground o f  i t s  debri s,  and 
rai se in i ts  pl ace a pl ant that w i l l  grow rapid ly  w i th t he i r  
support and prov ide for them t h e  s h e l ter and su stenance they 
req u i re .  

1 6  August 1 957 

Muslim League Antics 

S ardar Abdur Rab N ish tar' s recent decl arat ion that the people 
of Paki stan ( presumably under the leadersh i p  of the Musl i m  
League. o r  a t  least a s  a resu l t  or i ts i nst igat ion)  would resort to 

· other than peaceful mean s '  if  the Government did not hold 
elections by March 1 958 ,  is  probab ly meant not so much to 
frighten the Government as to i mpress the people with the 
novel  idea that the Musl i m  League is  i rrevocably wedded to 
democratic idea l s .  The gal lant  ch ief  of t h i s  hand of neo-
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d e m o c r a t s w a s  n o t  s a t i s fi e d  \V i t h  t h e  t h re a t  o f  c i v i l  
d i sobedience:  he \\ ent a step fu rther to pro m i se a v i o l e n t  
upheaval .  I t  i s  poss i ble t h a t  t h e  S ardar Sahib  w a s  not serious 
abou t his threat. that while address i ng the pub l i c  mee t i n g  he 

became i ntox icated \\ i t h  h i s  own -.,ound and fury . and that  on 
cooler second thoughts he w i l l  try to explain away h i s  statement 
or decl are that he \\ as misreported. Hm\ e\  e r. e\  en if he docs 
so. i t  is pert inent  to poi nt out that the l\ l us l irn League · -.,  strategy 
of try ing to reh abi l i tate i tse lf  by underl i n i n g the fai l i ngs and 
fai l ures of the pre sent rul i ng part ies can succeed only \\ i th  
thmc who ha\ c forgotten t h i s  party " s unsa\ o ury past : because. 
for those who are not affl icted with pol i t i cal  amnes ia. i t  is 
obvious that the pol ic ies  for which the :". wami League and 
Republ ican Party most deserw cen sure are t hose which were 
fashioned and pursued by the l\lu-.,l i m  League duri ng i ts  long 
years of m i sru l e .  \Vhen M u s l i m  League leaders t a l k  of the 
peopl e ·  s fundamental r ights ha\ ing been taken away u nder the 
A w a m i  League-Re publ ican G m ern menh.  they want us to 
i gnore the fact that the Musl im League Governments w i thheld 
t hese rights fro m the peopl e  for  eight  years : that they were the 
first to tamper wi th  the Constitut ion i n  order to perpet uate 
their  reg i me :  t hat the M u s l i m  League i n i t i ated or con ni \C d  at 
mows to foi st on the country a reg i m e  based on brute forL·e: 
and that. even today. a very l arge number of its wel l- tra i ned 
master' nf i ntrigue re main in loyal sen ice of the organisat ion 
w h i c h n u rtured and fostered them. I n  the c i rc u m s t a n ce s .  
however strongly t h e  people may fee l  about t h e  Suhra wardy 
Gm ernment " s  i nabi l it) to fu l fi l  i ts mai n pledge to the country . 
and w hatever they may decide to do about i t .  the M u s l i m  
League Pre.s ident can h ardly expect t o  be c hosen t o  l e ad the 
crusade agaimt ant i -democratic forces.  And \\ h i  le we fu l l y  
e ndorse t h e  demand for early general e lect ions.  w e  cannot 
refrai n  fro m poi nt ing  out to the l\ l u s l i m  League that t hese are 
dangero u s  antics w h i ch can do the country no good and w i l l  
n o t  even succeed i n  t h e i r  pri mary a i m .  namely.  that of w i n n i ng 
for the \ l u -., l i rn  League and ih leaders a cert a i n  amount of 
c heap pop u l ari ty .  
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l A pril 1958 

Muslim League 's Choice 

The M u s l i 111 League' s choice of  a new Pres ide n t  is  c learl y 
i nd i ca t i ve of the very l o w  level  to w h i c h  t he party has  s u n k .  
I t  w o u l d .  perhaps. b e  u n fa i r  to everyone concerned to reca l l  

that t h e  c h a i r  w h i c h  i s  n o w  occupied b y  K h an A b d u l  Qai y um 
K h a n  w a s  once graced by the  Q u a i d - i - A z a m .  B u t  i t  i s  
certai n l y  perti nent  to p o i n t  out  that .  apart from the peri od 
d u r i n g  w h i c h  the Quaid d i rected and contro l led the affa i rs of 
the M u s l i m  League.  the party ' s  dec l i ne has been u nchecked 
and fair ly  rapid .  and that t h i s  process  of deterioration has  
now reached a point  of c u l m i nat ion.  

Nei thn Qai yu 111 K h an nor the M u s l i m  League can be 
congra t u l ated on the new dew l op 111ent .  The party is  aftl ic ted 
w i th c h ro n i c  M i n i steri a l i s t s  and plagued by fact i on al i s m .  i t s  
dest i n y  i n  t h e  hands o f  a hand of men whose g reed for office 
makes i t  d i ffi c u l t  for the 111 to  d i s t i n g u i sh between pol i t i c a l  
r ight  and w r o n g  or t o  remember the  party ' s  p ledges and 
m a n i fe s t o s .  N o  one.  part i c u l ar ly  anybody with any sel f
re spect .  can fee l  pro u d  o f  hold i ng the  re i n s o f  such a n  
organisat ion .  

And t h i s  weak.  at tenuated party wi l l  now he g u i ded by 
Abdul  Qaiyum K han.  who has  done m ore h arm t o  i t s  name 
a n d  re p u t a t i o n  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  s i n g l e  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  
o r g a n i s a t i o n .  1 t w a s  h e  w h o  i n i t i at e d  t h e  p r oc e s s  o f  
v i ct i m i s i ng pol i t i c a l  oppone nts  by perversion o f  t h e  law. of 
m i su si n g  the ad m i n i stra t i n? machi nery for part i sa n  purposes. 
of gerry mandering on such a scale as to c o m pletel y v i t i ate 
the democrat ic  proce s s .  The only pos s i b l e  j u st i fi cat ion for 
h i s  e l ect ion i s  t hat .  s i nce Qai y u m  Khan has  been pro m i nent  
a m o n g  t h e  M u s l i m  League ' s  grave-d i ggers.  t h e  d u t y  of 
bury i ng the party \ h o u l d  a l s o  devo l v e  on h i m .  

Apart from t h e  damage that  Q ai y u m  Khan d i d  when h e  
was i n  offi ce. i t  w i l l  b e  remembered that  when-after first 
being k i c ked up to the Centre-he was sq ueezed out of office.  
i t  did not take h i m  very long to desert the party a n d  rev i l e  i t  
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and pronounce i t  de ad . The c harge s m ay w e l l  be true.  b u t  t h i s  

perform ance o n l y  sh o\\ s h i s  lack o f  pol i t i c a l  s t a m i n a .  A fter  

vain at temph to for m  a party o f  h i s  m\ n .  Q a i y u m  K h a n  

dr ifted a i rn J e , s l y  u n t i l  h e  fe l t  compel l e d  to j u m p  on t h e  

M u s l i m  League bamh\ agon i n  l i e u  o f  ,upport for h i "  e l e c t i on 

to the \Vest Pak i s t a n  /\sse rn bl \ . 

E \ en  a fter he had re t u rn e d  to t he fo l d  ( i n c i de n ta l \ \ . i t  i s  

not knmrn i f  h c  h a '  c o m p k t e d  t hree : ear, o f  mc mbe r, h i p l .  

hc w a s l i sted a m o n g  t h e  u n ,tabl e c l c rnenh a n d .  accord i n g  to 

i\ l th l i m  Le ag uer, .  \\ as  i m o \ , ed i n  negot i at io n '  \\ i th o t lwr 

po l i t i ca l p a n i c s  for h i s  0\\ n ad\anc c m e n t .  

Q a i y u rn  K h an j ,  reputed . a m o n g  h i s  adm i rers .  to  b e  a 

m an g i fted \\ i t h an i ro n  h a n d .  Be that  as i t  ma: . h e  m u st a l so 

be eq u i pped \\ i th  a \\ ooden head i f  he i ma g i n e s  that hy ra i s i n g  

a fc \\ ' l u g a n '  i n  h i ,  l o u d  \ O i L· c  i n  K h a l i q d i n �t H a l l or 

cbe\\ here he '' i l l  he ah l e  to re h ab i l i t at e h i rn ,e l f  l l l" h i '  Part \ . 

For Q a i \  u m  K h an to t d l k of c l e a n  ad m i n i strat i \C pol i L· i e '- .  
o f  a fore i g n  po l i c :  d i ctated h :  na t i o n a l i n tcre s h .  o f  re spect  
for l a \\ and the  C o 1ht i tu t i on .  i s  t o  m a\.-.e t hese ph rase s shed 
t he i r  o r i g i n a l  mean i n g .  

12 Nm embcr 1 950 

Azad Pakistan Party 

The emergence of anot her po l i t ical part: i n  Pak i ,tm should 

cau se no surpri se e i ther  to the general  publ i c  or to ,erious

m i n ded st udenh of c urrent po l i tical  t rends.  The s tag nat ion t hat 

gripped the i\ 1 u s l i m  League suon after Part i t ion.  and the grow i ng 
fee l i n g  t hat t h i s  org a n i sat ion had come to a dectd end.  h ad m ade 

i t  i nc\  i tab k t h at the peopl e should seek other paths to reach the 
de,t i nat i on of  a strong and prn -- pcrou , Paki ,tan.  progre , s 1 \ e l :  

l i qu i d at i ng t h e  B r i t i �h legac \  ot pm e rt y .  i l l i te rac ) . ,oc i a l  
i nequa l i t: . l'Clll1omic  had\\ ardnes'- a n d  po l i t i L·al dqx l i lk nce.  

The peop l e ' s fai th  i n  the \ ] u ,l i rn  Le,1gue · ,  \\ i l l i ng nc ,, and 
abi l i ty to acnirnpJ i,h t hc-;e task-; \\ a' g radual l y  torn t n  shreds 
and pract ica l \ :  al l t he blame or pra i "e for 1 h i '  rc sh on the 

shou ldeh ot t he \ J u , l i rn  Leag ue J eader,h i p . . . 



The Word-Eater' 

A mo n g  the pol i t ical  parties .  both old and new. that have 
c o m e  forward to re p l ace the M u s l i m  L e ag u e  and c arry 
forward the peopl e ' s  struggle  agai n s t  the economic.  pol i t ica l  
and soc ial  s tatus quo,  we now have the Azad Paki stan Party . 
I t s  spon sors are a l l  e x - M u s l i m  Leaguers who were e i ther 
driven out of the organ i sation for unpal atable crit i c i s m  of 
ret rogress ive offi c i al p o l i c i e s  or have re s i gned i n  d isgust .  The 
for m ation of an Oppos i t ion Party on c l e ar-cut pol i t i cal l i ne s  
should be welcomed by a l l  honest denwcra t s .  i n c l u d i n g  those 
who st i l l  choose to re main  in the M u s l i m  League.  It is of 
spe c i a l  s i g n i ficance that the Azad Paki stan Party stresses  
p r i n c i p l e s  rat h e r  than personal i t i e s .  The br ief  m a n i fe sto 
publ i shed by the fi ve-man Convening C o m m i ttee o ffers a 
searching anal y s i s  of post-Part i t ion pol i t ical  events and goes 
on to pre sent a c l e ar-cut  programme for the sol u t i on of 
various i l l s  that have p lagued our peop le for many decade s .  
S u pporters of t h e  M u s l i 111 League . s i g h t i n g  a n e w  danger to 
the i r  monopoly of power and t1 ffice .  w i l l  undoubtedly seek to 
d i vert pub l i c  attention from the concrete progra m me before 
the country and w i l l  try to con fu se the i ssues.  e i t her by ra i s i n g  
t h e  d u s t  o f  p e r s o n a l  c o n t ro v e r s i e s  o r  b y  s l a n d e r o u s  
a c c u sat i o n s .  A part fro m t h o s e  b l i n ded b y  prej u d i c e  o r  
con strained b y  ove rri d i n g  Party affi l i at i o n s .  i t  w i l l  general l y  
b e  agreed that the Azad Pak i stan Party ' s  m an i festo pre se n t s  
an honest attempt to d i agnose pre sent-day malad i e s .  and that 
it  s uggests sat i s factory and pract ica l  re medies for the i r  early 
re moval . As the document i t se lf  ad m i t s .  a numbe r  of i t s  
proposal s are n e i t h e r  ne\\- n o r  o ri g i n a l .  S o m e  of t h e m .  
h o w e v e r .  a r e  ne w-fo r  i n s t a n c e .  the  p l a n fo r e v a c u e e  
prope rt y .  I n  a n y  case . t h e  party ' s  p lans  deserve atte n t i on 
because t h e  sponsors p l edge t h e m s e l v e s  to pursue t h e i r  
obj ectives through mass action.  by b u i l d i ng up a · constructive 

revolut ionary moveme nt ' to complete the task of pol i t ical  
and e c o n o m i c  e m a n c i p a t i o n  t h a t  was b e g u n  a n d  l e ft 
unfi n i shed by the M u s l i m  League . 

I n  what measure w i l l  the A zad Paki -;tan Party succeed i n  
att a i n i n g  i t s  object ives '? This  quest ion cannot h e  an.,wered 
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w i t h  any certa i nty .  for the -.,ucces-.,  or fai l u re of any pol i t i c a l  

p arty i s  gO\ c rnecl b) a m u l t i tu de u f  u npre d i c t ab l e  factors .  I n  

t h e  l as t  a n a l :  s i s .  of course.  i t  depL·nds o n  t he orga n i s at i on ' s  

abi l i ty t o  reach and scn e the peopl e  and t he i r  rc -.,ponse t o  i t s  

work a n d  prog ram me . I f  t he . ..\ zad Pany · s  m an i fe st o  i s  a n y  

i nd i c at i o n  of i ts fu ture fu nct i o n i n g .  i t h a s  made a n  ausp i c i o u s  

beg i n n i ng .  A n d .  i n  �tn) c a s e .  i t  has a l re ady perform ed a p u b l i c  

s e n  i c e  by t h e  pro m i se i m p l i ed i n  i t s  program m e  that  p u b l i c  

l i fe i n  Pak i st a n  w i l l  be e l e \ ated to a po l i t ica l  ln e l  a n d .  

hencefo rt h .  t h e  m u s t y  sme l l  of perso n a l nr  fac t i o n a l  i n t r i g u e  

w i l l  b e  d i spe l l ed b;. a conte -..t o n  p ri nc i p l e s . S i nce the  dec i s ion 

o n  the l i fe or death  o r  pol i t i ca l part i e s  l ies  \\ i th  the peo p l e .  

one can safe l y  hope t h a t  \\ hate\er t h e  fut ur e  has  i n store for 
t hose who a rc e n te r i ng the l i sh u n der d i ffe re n t  po l i t i c a l  

b a n ners .  t h e  \\ i de n i ng o f  t h e  peopl c · s  po l i t i l:a l  cl1 l 1 1 c e  \\ i l l he 
i n  th e best i n te rests  of the cuuntn . 

I I .  A Z A D  PA KIST..\1\ PA RTY 

21 Octoher 1 953 

Unto Caesar 

The rn;. s te r;. created h;. the appare n t l y  -., u dd e n  re s i g n a t i l ln  of 

S ardar Shaukat  Hayat Khan and s� l l d ar Asadu l l ah Lrn i"ro rn 
the  Azad Pak i s tan Party.  w h i c h  the) h ad h e l ped to found 
about t h ree years ago.  has  been suh e el  hy t h e i r  dec i s i o n  to 

rej o i n t h e  M u s l i m  Leagu e .  Earl i e r  ru mours .  -.pread hy those 

who \\ c l come d t h e i r  break \\ i t h  the . ..\zad Part y .  e :-..p l a i ncd 
t he i r  a c t i o n  in  a rn a n nl"r t h at ga\ e t h e  l \\ o ge n t l e me n  \CI) 

l i t t l e  c re d i t  for be i n g  capab l e  of ta J..: i ng an i m portant  pol i t i c a l  

dec i s ion pri mari l ;.  on po l i t i L· a l  '=' ro u n d s . I t \\ as re po rt ed t h at 

the former had �e\ e red h i s  co n n t?c t i on \\ i t h  the part) c1s a 

re s u l t  of perso n a l  di tlerl'nccs '' 1 t h  one of h i s c ol leaiC LI L' ' .  '' h i l c  

t he Frnnt i e r  \ I C .--\ \\ a s  ' a i d  to ha\ e fo l l o \\ e d  i n  h 1 '  : c ) l l \ s tep:-, 

in  a sW te of -,omnambubnce.  E\  e n  t s  h �t \  e be l i ed t h i -,  :rna i \  -. i s . 

and l l l l\\ the  al° t i o n s  o f  the t \\ o \ I C .-\ , fi t i n to , ,_• : • -. �, sort l lf  a 

l og ic �t l  -,eque nce . The s a m e  c a n n o t .  h lrn e \  er. ht• s a i d  of t he 
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arguments they have mustered in defence of their stand. 
Whether the decis ion of the two Sardars to re-enter the fold 
of the rul ing party was prompted, as they naively c la im,  by 
the Prime M in i s ter ' s  come-back ca l l  to a l l  ex -Mus l im  
Leaguers-which the two astute pol i t ic ians seem to have 
ant icipated-or, as appears more l ikely, Mr M ohammed Ali ' s  
formal appeal was a resul t  o f  their enthusiastic response to 
earl ier i nformal invitations. the ir hyperbol ic statement i s  not 
l i kely to be taken very seriously by a public that has become 
i nured to the se l f- l audatory euphe m i s ms u se d  by our  
pol i t ic ians to  j ustify every action, however inconsistent i t  
may be with their past professions or  pol ic ies .  In  the present 
case, we see no change of pol it ical c ircumstances which could 
provide a rational explanation of  the somersau lt performed 
by these two MCAs.  We do not wish to be uncharitable. but 
it is obvious that if they mean what they are now say ing, 
their speeches and statements of the last three years lacked 
the  se r iousnes s  and s i n cer i ty at tr i bu ted  to t h e m .  o r. 
contrariwise, the ir present decision has been influenced by 
factors which find no mention in their recent statement. 

The main arguments given by Sardar Shaukat Hayat Khan 
and Sardar Asadul lah Jan are that democracy in Pakistan is 
in dire peril and must be saved. that Mr Mohammed Al i  
symbol i ses the one  sol itary ray of hope and, therefore, h i s  
faction in  the Mus l im League mus t  be supported against the 
forces of darkness, that the grave problems confronting the 
country require national uni ty,  and that by join ing the Musl im 
League they can gu ide the nation along a newly d i scovered 
short-cut to the path of freedom, democracy and progress .  In 
brief. their novel concept of the functioning of pol i t ical  
organisat ions leads these gentlemen to conclude that the 
Pri me M i n i ster ' s  ' l ove for democracy and progre s s ' -of 

which proof has yet to come in  the convinc ing form of 
concrete action-can by some miracle transform the Mus l im 
League from a cl ique of power-hungry pol it icians. wi th l ittle 
genui ne mass support. in to an organisation able and wi l l ing 
to lead the nation to the promised El  Dorado. Such complete 
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trust in one person · s  ab i l i ty to rew rse the pol ic ies  of an 
organi sat ion-in w h i c h  he e nj oy s  l i t t le  s upport except that 

bro u g h t  by h i s  h i g h  office-may be a tou c h i n g  h um a n  
phenomenon. but  i t  h a s  l i ttle to do w ith the  facts o f  pol i ti c a l  
l i fe i n  Pak i stan.  T o  g i \c another e x ample of their  strange 
reaso n i ng.  the two S ardars r ight ly aver that democracy i s  a 
prereq u i s i te to national  progre ss .  but t hey seem to forget that.  
i n  order to save democracy. they are j o i n i n g  hands w i th those 
who arc d irect ly  respo n s i bl e  for denyi n g  our people the ir  
e lementary democ rati c  r ights .  for the s u ppress ion o f  c i v i l  
l i b e rt i e s .  for prC \ c n t i n g  free e l e c t i o n s .  a n d  for add i n g  
conside ra b l y  to the oppressi ve body o f  l aw s  they i n herited 
from the B r i t i s h .  :'\ s  for the broad u ni t y  req u i red to tackle 
Pakistan · s  maj or problems.  is i t  not the M u s l i m  League agai n 
w h i ch i s  re sponsible  for thwart ing  a l l  efforts i n  t h i s  d i rect ion '? 
S i nce the M u s l i m  League · s  pol i c i e s  rem a i n  the same. i ts  
decay conti nues unchecked.  and i ts  i nternal fu ncti on i ng is  
d o m i n at e d  mo re than c \ e r  before b y  t h e  u n scru p u l o u s  
squabbles o f  warr i n g  fact ions.  one i -.,  dri \ c n  t o  concl ude that 
the only ne\v factor in the  s i tuat ion i s  the c hanged out l ook of 
the two ret u rn i ng prodi g a b .  

W hether or n o t  a fatted calf  of some k i n d  i s  p l aced before 
e i t her S ardar Shau kat H ay at or S ardar A .sadu l l a h  Jan or any 
of the other Opposi t ion Party l eaders who are known to be 
contemplat ing an early return to t he p l ace w here ·programmes 
can be i mp l e mented · .  and however fi n e  the \\ords they u se to 
j u st i fy thei r  volte-face . they w i l l  r i g h t l y  be c ri t i c ised by our 
people for h a v i n g  abandoned the essent ial task of b u i l d ing up 
a strong Opposit i on-to which they had \ ol untari l y  pledged 

thernse l \ e s .  The task is by no means easy.  but its ach i e vement 
is abso l u tely necessary if the cou ntry is  to be saved from the 
m i sery of one-party m i srul e  . . .  
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III .  A WAMI LEAGUE 

June 1 6, 1 957 

Awami League Conflict 

The recent Dacca session of the East Pakis tan Awami League 
Counci l  has allowed the s immering i ntra -party confl ic t  to 
come to the surface .  Meeting beh ind barred doors .  wi th not 
even Pressmen present to witness its fi rst vol te-face on a 
major policy i ssue. the Counci l  abandoned one of the most 
important points of i ts  election programme by approving the 
fore ign  po l icy  which is be ing acted upon by Mr H . S .  
S uhrawardy and was evolved during the Bogra period. I t  w i l l  
be  recal led that cri t ic i sm of th i s  pol icy had served as  an 
effect i ve weapon during the last East Pakis tan elections. and 
i t  �as most sk i l fu l ly  emp loyed by the U n i ted  Front
espec i al ly the Awami League-to di -.cred i t  the Mus l im  
League a s  a party incapable of  fu l ly safeguarding Pakistan ' s  
independence and sovere ignty . The people were then g iven a 
firm pledge that wi th the Awami League in  office,  Paki stan 
wou ld chart an independent course in  international pol i t ics .  
and that  the al l i ances made by the Musl im League would be 
either revi sed or scrapped . More recent ly .  in May 1 956 .  the 
East Paki s tan Awami League unanimously opposed and 
condemned the same pol icies which have now been approved. 
The present majority opinion has. therefore, gone back on 
more than one pledge and flouted more than one mandate. 

I f  the Awami League ' s  opponents g loat over the spl i t  in 
its ranks. the ir  sense of sati s facti on is understandable. But for 
any group of Awami Leaguers to crow over M r  Suhrawardy " s  
' victory ' would be not only be premature but extremely short
s ighted. Unless admiration for the technique used to subdue 

and control the party organisation b l inds him to i ts dangerous 
consequences ,  no sane Awami Leaguer can v iew w i th  
equanimity the di srupting of  the organi sation and the i -.olation 
or wi thdrawal from the leadershi p  of those who prov ide the 
party with its democratic leaven. who are responsible for 
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forg ing and m a i nta in ing its l i nks with the people .  and w i thout 
\VhOlll the organisat ion m i ght well  lose a great deal  of its 
coherence and popular  appeal . 

The g ro u p  now dominant i n  the p arty '-hould have l earnt 
some lessons  from the A \\ a m i  League debac l e  in West  
Pak i stan. I n  th is  w i ng .  Mr S uhra\\ ardy found the  ad hoc 
organ i sation unw i l l i n g  to scrap the p arty ' s  programme.  He 
therefore su spended i ts  different branches and c ance l led the 
Convention th at was i n tended to set  u p  the Awami League i n  
West Paki stan o n  a proper. democratic basi s .  Th i s  drastic 
step may be regarded as a v ictory for Mr S u hravv ardy.  but i ts  
re s u l t .  n am e l y .  the  \ i rt u a l  d i sappearance of the A w a m i  
League a s  a n  organ i sation from \\'est Pak i stan. w a s  hardl y  a 
v ictory for the Awami League.  Those who value the party 
more than the person chosen to act as its com ener can only 
regard i t  as a defeat.  The s i tu at ion i n  East  Paki stan i s  tota l l y  
diffe re nt .  a n d  t h e  M i n i sterial group w as aided b y  w h a t  w o u l d  
appear t o  b e  !'vl aulana B hashani · s contempt for t h e i r  efforts 
to oust h i m .  Neverthe less .  the re su l ts  can u l t im ate l y  be as 
d i sastro u s  for the party in that w i ng as they have been in 
West Paki stan.  

I t  i s  a l s o  i n stru c t i ve to rem e m ber the h i story of the 
M u s l i m  Leag u e .  This  party was once much more pmverfu l 
and popul ar than the Awami Leag u e .  but  the stro ng-arm 
methods of the M u sl i m  League ' s  M i ni sters-who began to 
rule  the country i n  the name of the party and soon w anted to 
d ictate both to the party and the country-reduced i t  to an 
at te n u at e d  ru m p .  It c o m p l e t e l y  fo r fe i t e d  t he p e o p l e ' s  
confidence. and not l ong thereafter was deprived of authori ty .  
The danger of M r  S u h rawardy ' s  party going the way of the 
M u s l i m  League is now al most v i s i b l e .  and it is by no means 
a pl easant prospect .  I f  this trend cannot be res i sted. i t  w i l l  
t e n d  t o  s u bvert p o l i t i c a l  a n d  parl i amen t ary l i fe i n  East  
Paki stan.  underm i n e  the stab i l i t y  of the Pro\ i n c i a l  and 
Central Governments.  and obstruct the sol ut ion of u rgent 
domest ic  pro b l e m s .  A l l  this helps nobo d y .  not even M r  
S u hnl\\ ardy and h i s  fore ign pol i c y .  for n o  pol icy can be 
effect ive unless  i t  i-., backed by organ i sed mass support. The 
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danger also exist s  that when the Awami League Mini sters 
begin to fee l  unsafe. they may l ose their present keenness for 
holding the country ' s  first General Election before the end of 
March 1 95 8 .  The deve lopments that have taken place at Dacca 
certai nly do not provide any cause for rejoicing;  they do, on 
the other hand, ca l l  for greater v ig i lance to ensure  that 
democratic channels are not b locked and faith i s  not lost in 
democratic act ion .  

IV. NATIONAL AWAMI PARTY 

13  July 1957 

Dacca Convention 

Although i t  i s  far too early yet to make a confident assessment 
of the impact that the forthcoming Dacca Convention wi l l  have 
on the country ' s  pol it ical l i fe. no rea l i st can underestimate the 
s ign ificance of the move i n i t iated recen t l y  by M au lana 
Bhashani .  The most important aspect of the Convention is that 
it is intended to bring political workers from the two wings of 
Paki stan together on one p latform. so that they can evolve a 
common pol i t ical programme and thus establ i sh a direct l ink 
between the two sections of our people that are geographically 
separated from each other. H itherto, th i s  l i nk has been 
extremely tenuous;  and. as a logical result .  misunderstandings 
have often arisen between the Provinces-which se lfi sh  
pol it icians have hastened to exploit to  their own advantage, 
thereby making a bad s i tuation worse. But no serious attempt 
has so far been made to grapple with the problem and find a 
sensibl e  solu tion. Once upon a t ime, when the Muslim League 
was st i l l  a l ive pol it ical  organi sation, it could have served to 
maintain c lose t ies between the people of East and West 
Paki stan. However. this essentia l  function. l ike so many of its 
other duties, was completely neglected, mainly because the 
Mus l im League leaders were too busy safeguarding their own 
interests to be able to protect those of the country, and because 
each provincial group of Mus l im Leaguers found it expedient 
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to rai s e  chauvin is t ic  s logans i n  order to strengthen the i r  
factional posit ion within the party-even though i t  w as fair ly 
obvious that such tactics would harm the country and u l t imately 
destroy the party. Any how. with the M u s l i m  League' s  steady 
decay. hope of its e \ cr being able to help i mprm c rel at ions 
between the two Wings began to dwindle :  and now. after i ts  
complete col lapse i n  East Paki stan . e \  en i f  the party · s leaders 
g e n u i n e l y  w a n t e d  t o  s e n  e t h e  c a u s e  o f  E a s t - W e s t  
understanding. there i s  l it t le they could do about i t .  

Later  on.  when the A \\ arni Leag u e ·  s s tar  \\ as i n  the  
ascendant. i t  \V as widely  e xpected that M r  S uhraw ardy would 
he abl e  to tac k l e  e ffect iYe ly  the  task of estab l i shing a rat ional 
bas i s  for c lose pol i t ical  t ies  between the two parts of Pak i stan . 
This  hope has been be l ied .  The A wami League-after i t  
became t h e  ru l i ng Party-and i t s  a l l i e s  i n  t h e  \\ e stern \\ i ng 
seem to be i m itating the M u s l i m  League tactic s .  A nd .  as past 
e xperience has shown.  al l iances of M i ni sterial  g roups \vhich 
are not  cemented b: a common pol i t ica l  programme are britt le 
arrange ments which begi n  to cru m b l e  at the s l i ghtest  s tra i n .  
A n  opportuni st ic  pact i s  n o t  only  use less  as a subst i tute for a 
g e n u i n e p o l i t i c a l  a l l i an c e-e s t ab l i s hed t h rou g h  c o m mon 
al legi ance to a s ingle  pol i t ical  party or at  leas t  to a common 
pol i t ical  programme-but i s  c apable o f  doing a g re at deal of 
harm to the cause of national u n i t y .  Further. whatever l i t t le  
possi b i l i t y  there e w r  was of t he Awami League e merging a s  
an a l l - Pakistan party . e nj oying t h e  support of l arge sections 
of op i nion i n  both w i ngs.  has begun to di sappear. A s  far as  
W e s t P a k i s t a n  is  c o n c e rn e d .  t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h i c h  M r  
S u h rawardy c ance l led l ast year ' s  Party Convent ion at t he 

c lewnth hour. because he found that a majority of the persons 
\\ hom he h imself  had i m ited were l i ke l y  to oppose h i s  foreign 
pol icy.  has  made i t  \ ery diffi c u l t  for  the Awami League to 
establ i sh  i t se lf  here i n  the near future . In  East  Pakis tan.  the 
recent spl i t  i n  the party has  considerab l y  weakened the Awami 
League ' s  M i n i steri a l  group. for there can he l i t t le  doubt  that  
the m aj ority of the part y ' s  act i \ e  \\ Orkc rs \\ i l l  s i de w i t h  
M a u l a n a  Bhashan i .  This  \\ i l l  n o t  only  reduce t h e  S u hrawardy 
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group· s fol lowing, but also make i t  necessary for them to 
depend for survival in office on the support of the more 
react ionary groups in the East Pakistan Legis lature ,  and adj ust 
the ir  pol icies accordingly. In  the circumstances ,  i t  seems clear 
that none of the pol i t ical parties which e i ther had an al l 
Paki stan bas is ,  or were potentially capable of developing into 
country-wide organisations, can today shoulder the important 
task of bringing greater cohes ion in Paki stani polit ics by 
d i sm ant ling the arti fic ial barriers that tend to separate the 
people of one wing from those of the other. If the Dacca 
Convention can make a start towards uni t i ng in one stream 
the parallel  pol it ical currents that now fol low almost identical 
but separate courses, it wi l l  not only foster the emergence of 
a formidab le  po l i t i ca l  force b u t  a l s o  s t rengthen  the  
foundations of  national unity .  

27 July 1 957 

Dacca Decision 

The decision of the Dacca Convention to form a new poli tical 
organisation should help greatly to raise the level of pol i tical 
act iv i ty in  Paki s tan, by bringing i t  nearer to the plane where 
poli tical s logans are not treated as mere catchwords. and the 
capture of power is not regarded as an end in i tself. The two 
most s ignifi cant features of the National Awami Party are. 
first, that i ts leadership is indissolubly wedded to a democratic 
programme. and, secondly.  that it can be certai n of enl i sting 
cons iderable mass support in both wings of the country . 
H itherto, the parties dominating the pol i tical scene i n  Pakistan 
have u sed their manifestos as a smoke screen that al lows 
them to wage a s ingle-minded struggle for power. To achieve 
and retai n  M i n i sterial office, they often have, w i thout the 

s l ightes t  hes i ta t ion .  je t t i soned pol i t i cal princ ip les  when 
expediency so demanded,  and have even been wi l l ing to 
fol l ow policies d iametrical ly opposed to those which brought 
them publ i c  support at the pol l s .  With the formation of a 
pol i t ical party that shows rich promise of remaining s teadfast 
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to i t s  pri nc ip les .  and \\ h i c h  w i l l  g l \ e batt le to i t s  opponents 
only on the bas i s  of p o l i t ical  d ifferences .  the peop l e  m ay 
re asonably hope for a genera l l y  healt h i e r  atmo sphere 111 

national pol i t ics .  

The fact that the  Ile\\ party \\ i l l  ha\C a strong base i n  
both w i ngs of Pak i stan m akes i t s  emergence doubly welcome.  
S i n c e  the a d ve n t  of fre e d o m  n o  p o l i t i c a l  party h a s  
functioned-the M u sl i m  League can h e  i g n ored because soon 
after 1 9-l 7 it ceased to fu ncti on-in both parts o f  the count ry .  
wi th  t h e  re s u l t  that t h e  pol ic ies  and act ions of most g roup-. 
and part ies  have not been guided by an i n tegrated national 
outlook. Even with the best of intent ions.  the leaders of parti e s  
w h i c h .  i n  effect .  arc only  Pren i nc i a l  part ies  ha\C been unable 
to appreci ate ful l y  the probl e m s  of the cou ntry as a whole.  
and the i r  pol i cy dec i s i o n s  ha\C natura l l y  heen \ i t iated by a 
c e r t a i n n a r ro w n e s s  o f  \· i s i o n .  At t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  t h e  
opportunis t ic  pol i t i cal  g roups ha\C b ased t h e i r  programmes 
on Prov i nc i a l  chau v i n i s m .  see k i ng to make pol i t ical  capital  
even at t he cost of fostering fi s s i paro u s  tendencies .  The only 
remedy for t h i s  u nhappy s i tuat ion was the creat i o n  of a 
p o l it ical  party that wou l d  secure t he support of the people o f  
both E a s t  a n d  West Pak i stan.  The coalescence of i m portant 
po l i t i c a l  e le me n t s  i n  the two w i ng s  of the c o u n t ry i s .  
therefore. a happy deve l opment:  and even i f  today some of 
them are not who l l y  free of paroch i a l i s m .  i t  may he assumed 
that as they work together \V i th  the re presentati ves of other 
parts of the country and begin to v i e w  Pakistan· s pro b l e m s  
on a w i der national canvas.  t h e y  w i l l  succeed i n  evo l v i ng a 
party p ledged to the serv i ce of the whole people .  a force that 
w i l l  bring about greater national un i ty and cohe s i on. 

Whether the e x pectations arou sed by the National Awami 
Party can be fu l l y  rea l i sed wi l l  depend on a n umber of factors. 
part icu lar ly on the devotion and energy w i t h  which the party 
l eaders and workers take ih mes sage to the masses .  Hm\ ever. 
i f  the react ions of i t s  opponents are any guide. the new party ' s  
success may he forecast \\ i th a l arge mea-.,ure of certa inty .  
S i nce the  i dea of  for m i ng such a party was fi rst mooted. 



The Word-Eaten. 

hysterical cries of alarm have been rai sed by the rul ing party ' s  
supporters . They have c lamoured for an a l l i ance of a l l  
react ionary e lements t o  meet the danger, not real is ing that i t  
i s  difficult t o  achieve such a n  al l iance and i mposs ible t o  make 
it last .  The s imple reason for this  is  that a unity of l i ke
mi nded pol i ti c ians is poss ib le ,  but  a number of equal ly 
power-hungry poli t icians cannot hold hands for very long.  I f  
th i s  had been possible. the Mus l im League would not have 
cru mbled. the Un i ted Front would not have col l apsed, and 
the Republ ican Party would not be a tottering hulk.  

Having fai led to ensure stabi l i ty for their patrons they have 
unleashed a campaign of abuse and slander. It is, however, 
rather surprising that the Awami League. which not long ago 
was itself the victim of such a campaign of v i l ification, has 
g iven  fu l l - throated support to the peddlers of l i e s  and 
calumnies. Thi s  is  not al l .  Supporters of the Awami League 
have fal len back upon the ugly cult of the knife and lathi in 
their  desperate efforts to save their own party by sabotaging 
the Dacca Convention. This shows, first ly ,  that the supporters 
of M r  Suhrawardy and Sheikh Muj ibur Rehman in East 
Pakistan have no other reply to Maulana Bhashan i ' s  charges 
against the official leadership of the Awami League, and that 
they foolishly hope to drown his call for a new era in  Pakistan ' s  
pol i tics i n  noisy vi tuperation, or to prevent the mobi l isation of 
the people by breaking up meetings or assaulting leaders and 
workers. We earnestly hope that the Awami League leaders 
wi l l  have second thoughts on the subject, because they have 
started playing a dangerous game which, l i ke any other disease, 
i s  l ikely to spread. The Awami League leaders should know 
that goondaism, which may for a short t ime serve the purpose 
of its authors, is not something with which the allegiance of 
the people can be secured. As all petty H itlers have real ised, 
goondaism i s  bound to boomerang and, by rousing the people ' s  
i re .  hasten the downfall o f  those who seek to ru le through fear. 
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1 October 1 957 

The Word-Eaters 

Having failed final ly. on the eve of the Provincial Assembly 's  
last session. to  renew their agreement wi th the National Awami 
Party for dismantling One Unit-mainly because a majority of 
the NAP Committee had l i t t le faith in their pledged word-the 
Musl im League leaders sat back to recoup their strength after 
weeks of hectic H)te-catching: and. as the days passed. they 
showed less and less interc.st in the \vork of the Legislature and 
the behaviour of the more unstable MP As. The Prime Minister· s 
statement on the One-Unit issue has. however. roused these 
gentlemen from the ir apathetic despondency. They are now 
trying very hard to set right their  record on the One-Uni t  
question-not an easy task for tho-..e who helped an authoritarian 
regime to merge the Pn)\'inces of West Pakistan. and later. when 
driwn out of office. repudiated the principle of integration and 
sought the NAP"s supp011 to ove11hrow the Republicans. On the 
bas i s  of  the i r  a l l i ance they succeeded in frighten ing  the 
Repub l icans away from the Leg i s l ature in M arch :  as  a 
consequence. the Const i tution was suspended and President" s 
Rule proclaimed in the Province. Duri ng this period intensive 
talks continued between the two parties for further cementing. 
and even broadening. the agreement. There can. thus. be no 
doubt that if the Republican Party had not made a similar offer 
to the NAP. the M uslim League leaders woul d  gladly have 
accepted a firm all iance with the NAP v·: ith the break-up of One 
Unit as its main condition. 

To meet the demand-.. of a changed s i tuat ion .  the M us l im 
League luminaries are g i \  ing a performance i n  word-eat ing 
which heats e\ en the i r  own past records. Some of the them. 
with colossal effrontery. deny that the party ever entered into 
an agreement with the NAP. Others .  i ncapable for some 
reason of tel l i ng so direct a l ie.  are employ ing cheap quibbles 
to retreat from the ir commitments. I t  i s  said.  for example. 
that the leader of the �1usl im League Assembl y  Party and the 
Secretary-General of the All -Pakis tan Mus l im League had no 
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authority to speak on behalf of the party organisations. The 
fact is that for six months the existence of these documents 
has been known to all :  yet no one of any consequence in  the 
party thought it necessary to question these two gentlemen or 
repudi ate thei r  actions .  The argument t hat the Work ing 
Committee ' s  ' conclusion'  cannot serve in place of a formal 
resolut ion is equally puer i le .  A more plausible explanation 
offered is that these two senior office-holders of the Musl im 
League were trying to  ' befool the NAP' . In  other words. that 
they had sought its support on the strength of promises they 
had no intention of keeping. that they were engaged in low
level  tr ickery, and that for six months the whole party 
connived at this attempt to gain office through decei t .  I t  is for 
the people to decide whether the Musl im League and its 
leaders were being thoroughly di shonest for the last six 
months, or they are a l l  being utterly d ishonest now. In e ither 
case. hereafter the party cannot eas i ly claim the right to ask 
for public support for any or its decl ared pol ic ies. 

19 March 1 958 

ML-NAP Alliance 

The l ure of office has persuaded the Musl im League Assembly 
Party and a majority of the NAP Assembly Party to suspend 
their mutual name-call ing and sign yet another agreement for a 
Coal i tion Government in West Pakistan. I rrespective of whether 
or not they can jointly buy enough votes to topple the new 
Republican Ministry, the latest ML-NAP pact wi l l  generally be 
viewed as one of the many unprincipled al l iances which have 
helped to destroy poli tical stabil ity in Pakistan and thus hindered 
the country ' s  progress towards real democracy. It is ,  of course, 
qui te obvious that neither the Republ ican Party ' s  policies nor i ts 
tactics evoke much admiration or respect. In today' s  circum
stances, however, the important thing is not to decide whether 
the group of contenders for office is sl ightly better or slightly 
worse than the defenders of the citadel of power: the important 
thing is to ensure that the game of Ministry-breaking and M inis-
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try- maki ng is g iven up-or at lea.st suspended-in order to keep 
the country free of crises unt i l  the General E lection. The people 
m ust be al lowed to gi  \e their attention to the serious problems 
that face Pak i stan: they should now he spared the disg usting 
spectac le of a M i n i ster ia l  merry-go- rou nd w he re not h i n g  
changes except the faces o f  those w h o  occupy the seats of 
power. And it seems quite plain that. if these gentlemen continue 
to pursue their selfish ends. there i s  real danger of the Ge neral 
Election being delayed beyond Nm em her 1 958 .  Nothing could 
be more di sastrous for the country. A futthcr postponement of 
P ak i stan · s  fi rst e l e c t i o n s  w o u l d  not only delay the fu l l  
i m plementation of the Constitution and prolong the present 
unhappy state of affairs. but i t  would also tend to destroy \\hat 
l i ttle faith the people ha\e left in the promise of Pak istan · s 
rulers that they are determ i ned to bui ld up a democratic pol ity . 
If this happens. most people w i l l  think.  not without justification. 
that the question before them i s  not when and in what manner 
elections w i l l  he held. but whether the people w i l l  ever he given 
the opportunity to choose thei r representatives i n  a free pol l .  
Particularly i f  the events o f  the l ast twelve months are kept i n  
m i nd.  t h e  terms o f  t h e  agreement s igned bet\\ een t h e  M us li rn  
League l eaders and a sect ion o f  the N A P  have no real 
s igni ficance. I n  March 1 957. the M us l i m  League gave a written 
u ndertaki ng to the N A P  that it would support the break-up of 
One Unit :  but when this  manoeu\Te led to the i mposition of 
Pre s i de n t ' s  R u le i n  W e s t  P a k i s t a n .  the M u s l i m  League 
repudiated i ts agreement and i ts  leaders started a campaign of 
v i l ification against the N A P .  Later. in  September l ast year, the 
M u s l i m  League once ag a i n  o ffered to form a C oa l i t i on 

Gm ernment  w i th the N A P .  h u t  t h e  offe r w a s  rej e c t e d :  
subsequently.  each one of i t s  provi sions w a s  denied hy the 
M us l i m  League leaders. Between then and now the \ fos l im 
League has  gone on record i n  favour of  retaining the  i ntegrated 
Province of West Pak istan. and has pledged itself to support the 
separate e lectorates syste m .  B ut the s mallest chance of their 
entering the portab of the Secretariat has made the M u s l i m  
League leaders perform yet another double somersaul t .  I n  the 
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circumstances.  only the most credulous of human beings could 
bel ieve that the Muslim League intends to remain loyal to its 
latest al l iance, or that it wi l l  honestly implement the terms of 
the agreement. In fact ,  this i s  clearly an impossibil ity even on 
other grounds. If the Musl im League is earnest about i ts promise 
to faci l itate the holding of elections by November. it cannot 
possibly fulfi l  its other pledges. How can the Muslim League 
achieve in six months what i t  could not do in ten years? How 
can anyone believe that these stalwarts ·wi l l  try to help the 
Hari ' ,  or root out corruption, or put down lawlessness. or honour 
any of the attract ive promises that are meant to c loak their 
uninhibi ted desire to secure power at any cost? 

As far as the NAP is concerned. the group which have 
come to terms with the Muslim League, in utter disregard of 
their party ' s pol icies and principles. have brought d iscredit to 
the organi sation by s inking to the level of  pol i t ic ians who 
acquired special fame during the era of the Musl im League ' s  
gang warfare. Their defection from the path o f  political rect itude 
is all the more regrettable because they belong to a party which 
was formed on the basis of certain clear-cut objectives. The 
leaders who have presumed to accept an unprincipled bargain 
will undoubtedly be called upon by the party ' s  rank and file to 
explain their conduct. for i t  i s  plain that the NAP can condone 
such actions only at the risk of bl ighting it future. Whatever the 
party may do. Mr G.M.  Syed and his friends have no rational 
explanation for their volte-face. Since no political reason has 
been given for their dec ision to transfer their support from the 
Republicans to the Muslim Leaguers. one can only assume that 
their reasons are non-pol itical or personal .  pa11icularly when such 
matters as the Government' s  treatment of a particular bank has 
been written down in the pact. That these gentlemen should use 
their position to seek petty personal gains for themselves is bad 
enough: that they should do so in today' s  conditions shows that 
they are e ither completely blind or completely indifferent to the 
dangerous consequences of their actions. In either case, they 
forfeit the right to speak in terms of political principles or to 
claim that they are unselfishly devoted to public interest . 
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30 l\larch 1958 

ML-NAP Pact 

N ot unexpectedly .  the gentlemen responsible for the abortive 
M L- N A P  pact ha\c fal len out. The rnaITiage of con\cnience 
arranged by them recent!:  in a bid to c apture power cou l d  not 

anyhow have l asted for wry l ong: but once i t  hacl been prU\ cd 
barren. i ts  early repudiation \\ as a perfectly natural phcnrnncnon.  
This  i s  preci sely what happened to earl ier pact'> of  thi�  .., m ;  . .  rnd 
the same th ing i s  l i ke ly  to happen again and again  c t<  l \mg � ts  

polit ical  part ies remain in the hands of pcrsom who trnd to 
confuse pol i t ical  act i \ i ty w ith i ntrigue and pol i t i : ·: : l : 1 i rn s  w it h  
t h e  pursu i t  of personal o r  fact ional gains .  W ithin , t  I ortn ight  of 
the M L- N A P  pact ha\ ing hcen ... igned and scaled. 1 l '  �w thors are 
g i Y i ng i t  yary ing interprl· t : i t i otb or di ... p ut ing the ' LT.\ e x i  ... tence 
or its more important [Jl"O\ i \ IOib:  �tnd the M u s l i m  League leaders 
are trying.  as has become the ir  habit .  to w ri g g l e  uut of e\ en 
those commi t ments \\ hi \..·h the: had joyou s!:  made publ ic .  To 
take o n l y  one example of such contrad i c t '  Ti/ statements.  a 
representative of the Frontier group i n  the l\ .\P has declared that 
·an understandi ng·  had been re:1ched \\ i th t he � 1u ... J i m  League 
leaders i n  respect of One l in i t .  but " the deta i l s  of that agreement " 
had not been released to the Prc,s .  · � e \ erthe les< . he said. · 1  can 
assure that the N A P  membe rs from m i nor ( smal ler) Prn\·inces 
are sat i s fied \\ i th that agt\.'Cl1k'llt ° .  On the other hand. the Leader 
of the M u s l i m  League Assembly Party decl ared two day s ago: · 1  
state categorically that the agreement i s  l i m ited i n  scope to 
parl i ament ary act iv i ty .  and on the two contrm ersial  i ssues (One 
l : n i t  and the electorate question ) the coalescing groups arc quite 
at l iberty to st ick to their stand · .  I t  i s  not for us to say. at t h i s  
stage. \\ hether the M u s l i m  League Ieauers arc no\\ backing out 
of t he agreement or the N AP group \Vho -,ought to join hands 
w i th the M u s l i m  League are. i n  order to escape censure.  g i\ ing 
i t  an i n terpretation that  they hope w i l l  be  more acceptable to  
the ir  party· s rank and file . l n  e i ther ca:-e. the  controwrsy ragi n g  
between the partie� t o  Pakis tan · ,  Lttest strange polit ical pact 
make:- it perfect!: plain that the p1 · i i t iL·al fri l b  dc\ ised by i ts 
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authors never had any real significance, and that its only object 
was to enable them to capture power at the cost of any principle 
and irrespective of all consequences. 

27 March 1 958 

NAP's Decision 

By refus ing to oust the Awami League Min i�try in East 
Pakistan, the NAP Assemhly Party has provided evidence of 
its growing maturity and set for the country a healthy example 
of a pol i t ical i ssue heing dec ided in accordance with a 
straightforward pol i t ical stand. The question of replacing the 
Awami League Govern ment has heen agi tat ing  certa in 
pol i t ical part ies for a long time, but  i t  came to the fore as  a 
practical proposi tion only a few weeks ago. On the one hand, 
the Awami League, already weakened by l ast year' s spl i t ,  i s  
now riven by fac tional i sm and personal di sputes that are said 
to centre large l y  on d ifferences over future control of the 
party and the di stribution of the frui ts  of office: already some 
MPAs have left the party. On the other hand, the KSP, Nizam
e-Is lam and M uslim League groups in the Legis l ature have 
come together i n  an effort to capture power at any cost. 
Before the beginning of the current Assembly session, these 
parties worked out the terms of their own al l iance and also 
decided to offer generous terms to the NAP whose help was 
essential for the success of their mi ssion. In fact, partl y  in 
order to make sure of the NAP' s support, and partly because 
they cou l d  not make an agreed choice among themsel ves, the 
l eaders of the coal esc ing part ies  agreed that the Chief  
Min istership should go to the Leader of the NAP Assembly 
Party. 

As far as the NAP is concerned, the main factor responsible 
for its reconsideration of the earl ier decision to help the Awami 
League M inistry to remain in power was the party ' s  b itter 
experience in recent by-elections. It is no great secret that the 
Awami League has been g u i l ty of u:-,ing the same dirty election 
methods against which it launched a mighty crusade when the 
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M us l i m  League tried to perpetuate its regime by m i suse of the 

ad m i n i strati ve m ac h i nery . and by de n y i ng the Oppo s i ti o n  

parties  fu l l  l i berty t o  approach t h e  e lectorate .  I n  add it ion  to 

th is .  organised goondos were u sed at various p l aces to break 

up N A P  mee t i ngs and. taki ng ad\ antage of the d i sturbances 

provoked by s upporters of the A wam i League.  NAP \vorkers 
were arrested or meet ings and processiom were banned 1 11 
the i r  stronghol ds .  A part from the feel i ng that free elect ions 

could not be expected as long as the A \\ ami  League re mai rwd 
i n  power.  a certa i n  m e a s u re of u n derstandable  pe rson�l l 

b i tterne.ss had also c rept i n  to stre n g then the demand for 

w i thdrawal of support from the A w a rn i  League M i n i stry . 

H owe\er. after g i \ i n g  due thought to a l l  the factor, im oh ed. 

the party has w i se ly  dec ided that.  in today' s c i rcum stances. 

eYery feas ible  altern a t i \C to an A \\ ami League \ l i n i stry \\ ould 
be far worse than the exist ing set-up .  I t  was also n:al i sed t hat a 

successfu l attempt to defeat the A \\·a m i  League Gm e rn ment 

would have led e ither to the i mpos i t i on of A rt i c l e  1 93 or to the 
Const i tut ion of a Gm ernment compo.sed o f  c lements that are 
i n terested neither in early elect ions nor in a rat ion al programme 
o f  work.  T h e re fore . O \ e rc o m i n g  i h  m e m b e r s ·  n a t u r a l  

resentment aga i n st t h e  A w a m i  League · s m i sdeeds. a n d  cast i ng 

aside the temptation of head i ng the ne\\ Coa l i t ion Gm e rn ment.  
the NAP Assembly Party has deci ded to g ive the Ata Cabi net 
a new l ease of l i fe-\\ ithout a'> k i ng for a share of power or for 
any other favour. 

The East Pak i stan N A. P ' s  dec i s ion acq u i re s  more than usual  

s ign i fi cance when i t  i s  compared to the act ions  and moti ves of 
a number of other pol i t ical  pan ics and groups in the country

i nc lu d i n g  the m ajority group of the !\ AP Assembly Party i n  
West Pak i stan . I t  also needs to he under l i ned that the el C \ en
point  programme i t  has drawn up. and which the :\AP \\ ants 
the A\\ ami League Gm crnment to accept . consi sts only of 

i mportant publ ic i ssm:s:  esche w i ng the path of b l ack m a i l  and 
bribery.  no atte m pt has bee n m ade to secure personal  or  
part i san gai n � .  One \\ ou ld  l i h.e tn hope. there fore . that  the 
Awami League w i l l  rea l i se that--if  \ 1nl� because they are j ust 
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and fair-the NAP' s demands must be accepted, and not only 
accepted but ful l y  honoured . The NAP has rendered an 
important service to the nation by try ing to stave off another 
cris i s  which could reduce the chances of the elections being 
held this year. I t  has at the same t ime ensured the party ' s  
future success; because, even i f  some i n  high places may not 
think so, a t ime wi l l  undoubtedly come when the people wil l  
pay back those who have betrayed their trust, who have u sed 
public office for personal gain, who have made promises only 
to break them at the fi rst offer of M i n is teri a l  office or 
equivalent advantage; and when that day of reckoning comes, 
al l  pol it ical parties or polit ical leaders that are now engaged in 
the entertaining pastime of performing frequent somersaults ,  
in  utter d isregard of both principles and pledges, wil l  certainly 
be driven out of public l i fe. 

1 4  September 1 958 

NAP Rift 

The rift i n  the National Awami Party has now come to the 
surface ;  and, whether or not Khan Abdul Ghaffar K han and 
his group intend to leave the organisation, the sp l i t  in the 
party' s West Paki stan branch is l ikely to become final unless 
matters can be mended by the Central Organising Committee. 
A l though the differences dividing the party rel ate to a number 
of major issues,  the curren t  cris i s  has been precip itated over 
the comparatively unimportant question of the NAP helping 
the Awami League Min istry in East Paki s tan to stay in  office 
unt i l  the General Elect ion .  The d i ssi dent group of NAP 
leaders, l ed  by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Mr G .M .  Syed, 
hold that the East Pakistan Assembly Party has flouted party 
d i sc ip l i ne by lending i t s  support to t he A taur  Rehman 
Minis try without first obtain ing a firm agreement on the five
point programme prepared by a specia l  NAP sub-committee. 
The East Wing leaders fee l ,  on the other hand, that the five
point programme has virtual ly been agreed upon by the 
Awami League Government, and, further, that i t  would 
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anyhow be wrong for the party to create another cris is  in t he 
Prov i nce and. t he reby. e i ther i n v i te a re turn of Pres ident" s 
r u l e  or p a v e  t h e  w a y  for a K S P - N I - M L  C o a l i t i o n-a 
combinat ion that w o u l d  not only j eopard i ze the General  
Elect ion b u t  open the door to greater adm i n i strat ive chaos, 
corruption and suppress ion of c i v i l  l i bertie s .  

O n  the q uestion o f  party discipl i ne. about which a great 
deal is being said. it is of interest to note that only recently M r  
G .  M .  S y e d  has. w ithout t h e  approval of t h e  party. entered i nto 
an al l i ance w i th S i nd ' s  feudal leaders in the name of forging a 
uni ted front against One Uni t .  Nor is this  the first example of 
such i n i tiative on h is  part . Earlier this  year M r  G .  M .  Syed. 
w i th the approval of K han Abdul G haffar Khan. sought to 
cement an unprincipled a l l iance with the M u s l i m  League: and 
it is no secret t hat some points of his dissati sfaction with the 
Repu blican Party had noth ing to do w ith any pol it ical  issue.  
Khan Abdul G haffar Khan. on the other hand. has been 
d i s sati sfi e d  with the party s i nce the N A P  Convention at 
Peshawar refused to sanction a satyagralw campaign in order 
to break up One Uni t .  It was rightly pointed out by other N A P  
leaders that a campaign of c i v i l  d i sobedience c o u l d  create 
conditions that woul d  a l l ow a reign of terror to be i ntroduced 
in the affected areas: that the s logans used by certain N A P  
leaders wou l d  create i nter-provincia l  b itterness:  and that i t  
m ight create sufficient chaos t o  give certai n e lements i n  the 
country the opportunity they have been looki ng for to postpone 
the General Election once again .  Thi s  v iewpoint prevailed and 
the q uestion of satyagraha was she l ved. Now. after the fai lure 
of a certai n scheme agreed upon between Khan Abdul G haffar 
Khan and some Republican leaders who met under President 
I skander M i rza· s auspices. the c i v i l  d i sobedience plan is again 
being pressed-in utter disregard of the fact that e lections are 
due to be held i n  five months. 

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and his friends do not seem to 
rea l i se .  or do not care to admit.  that many people i n  the 
Punj ab area-and certa in ly  a l l  Punjabi  NAP leaders-are as 
strongly opposed to the One-U n i t  scheme as pol i t icians from 
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the smaller Provinces, that the i ntegration has brought no 
benefits to the Punjabi people, and that the authors of the 
One-Uni t  plan received every co-operation from a l arge 
number of pol i tical leaders in the smaller Provinces, including 
the NWFP. Further, if  the immediate break-up of One Unit  
could be accompl i shed without delaying the elections, there 
could be no serious objection to the attempt being made . 
H owever, in today ' s  c ircumstances, th i s  appears to be an 
impossible task; and for every genuine democrat, it is far 
more important to ensure that democracy can be safeguarded 
than to secure the l iquidation-through means as dubious as 
those used to bring it about-of the present consti tutional 
set-up in West Pakis tan . It should be realised by these veteran 
leaders that, in polit ics as e lsewhere .  short cuts can often be 
extremely dangerous;  for not only is it possible that one may 
lose one ' s  path and direction, but one usual ly walks into new 
difficult ies that make the journey longer and more strenuous .  

These and other matters w i l l  presumably be discussed 
and decided at the forthcoming meet ing of the NAP ' s  Central 
Organi s ing Committee. By then the intentions of Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan and Mr G . M .  Syed should be less obscure,  and 
the si tuation in East Pakistan wi l l  have become c learer, 
making it easier for the Organi sing Committee to take clear
cut decisions on the i s sues put before i t .  I t  need hardly be 
said that one expects the NAP leaders to be guided by the 
poli t ical programme which brought them together and not to 
be swayed by the threats and shouts of those who seek to 
bend the organi sation to their will and caprice. Obviously ,  
unless principles can take precedence over personali t ies ,  
whatever short-term gains certain groups in  the party might 
secure through spectacular but faulty tactics, the party as a 
whole is likely to lose prestige and begin to be cou nted among 

pol i t ica l  organisations whose only purpose is to capture 
power. The cris is  facing the NAP is ,  therefore , primari ly a 
c r i s i s  of  po l i t i ca l  m oral s ,  and,  un l e s s  the Organ i s i ng  
Committee can overcome i t  wi thout compromising the party ' s  
basic aims, i t  wi l l  not bring real strength t o  the party, for a 
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s m a l l u n i t e d  p a rty  c a n be m o re e ffe c t i v e  t h a n  a 
conglomeration of groups that p u l l  i n  different d i rect ions 

V. SHIFTING LOY AL TIES 

24 August 1 958 

The Real Remedy 

The proposal  that a member of the Centra l  or Provi n c i a l  
Assembly should be compel l ed by l aw to vacate h i s  seat i f  h e  
forsakes h i s  part y .  seeks t o  deal w it h  t h e  e v i l  o f  sh ift ing 
loyal t ies .  w h i c h  has u n do u btedly done great harm t o  the  
country by fostering pol i t i c a l  i n stab i l i ty  and encourag i n g  
b l ackma i l .  B u t .  however we l l - i ntentioned i ts  authors m a y  be.  
i t  needs to be poi nted out that such a measure i s  not  l ike ly  to 
purify our pol i t ica l  l i fe .  and it  could wel l  create a number of 
new comp l i cati o n s .  The fi rst object ion to the proposed l aw i s  
that i t  w i l l  tend to destro y  t h e  princ i p l e  that an e lected 
member is  pri mari l y  re sponsib le  to h i s  consti tuents,  and not 
to a party or legis lat ive group. The fact that this princip le  has 
l i t t l e  app lication in today ' s  condit ions does not j usti fy its 
be ing overridden for a l l  t i me to come . Second l y .  by making 
the party an al l -powerful lev iathan. we would destroy i ntra
party  d e m o c ra c y  a n d  m a k e  p a r t y  l e ad e r s  e v e n  m o r e  
i rresponsible  t h a n  they are today. Further. l e g a l  sanctions for 
enforci n g  a member' s loyalty to h i s  party can m ake sense 
only i f  the party i t s e l f  can be compe l led t o  remain loyal  to i t s  
programme. For i f. a s  has so often happened. party bosses 
become dis loyal t o  the manifesto which ensure d  their  return 

to power. is i t  not the moral duty of every party member to 
defy his l eaders and remain loyal  to t he party program me? 
And. when a party spl i t s .  who w i l l  decide which of the two 
paral l e l  organisat ions i s  to be obeyed? Last l y .  such a l aw 
would be fut i l e  unless  i t  a l so barred other acts of d i sloyalty 
to the part y .  For example.  a disside n t  or dissat isfied member 
can damage his part y ' s cause as effect iw l y  by vot i ng against 
i t  in the legi s l ature w i thout res igning from the organi sation.  
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B ut,  surely, it woul d  be absolutely fantastic to l ay down that 
the members of a party must vote in accordance with the 
party whip even when it confl icts with the d ictates of their 
conscience. The fact that, today, defiance of the party whip i s  
usual ly  not dictated by a member' s conscience, and mostly 
results from some petty manoeuvre, does not change the 
validity of the principle i nvolved. Thus i t  seems qui te obvious 
that instead of trying to discover legal remedies for problems 
of political ethics and responsibility, the National Assembly 
should devote itself to remedying the real di sease by ensuring 
that the existing legal safeguards for democracy in Pakistan 
cannot be destroyed or weakened. If it can be ensured that 
the people are never again deprived of their civic rights, it is 
reasonable to hope that before long the people ' s  v ig i lance 
w i l l  compel our pol it ical leaders to show greater regard for 
the decencies of democratic l ife, and that those who continue 
to play their present game wi l l  be dri ven out of the political 
field .  
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Paki stan and the World 

I. DARKNESS AT HIGH NOON: 

THE ANGLO-US BLOC AND 
MIDDLE EAST POLICY 

3 July 1948 

American Aid 

Mr G.  Al lana, Mayor of K arachi and the employers ' delegate 
to the International Labour Organisation Conference at San 
Francisco, apart from p leading on behalf of h i s  capitali s t  
friends, has  taken i t  upon himself to  appeal for ' some sort of  
M arshall Aid '  for Pak istan . We do not  regard th is  gratu i tous 
effort on the part of the Karachi Mayor as any serv ice to the 
country. S ince the war ended, the world has had ample t ime 
to ponder over the  i m p l ica t ions  of  A merican aid.  To 
i ndependent observers it has become abundantly clear that 
the receipt of doll ars, whether as a gift or l oan, not only 
involves complete economic subjugation of the aided country 
but also its pol i tical tutelage to America. Even in i ts most 
l iberal aspect ,  as reflected in the various b i lateral pacts 
recent ly concluded with the countries  of Western Europe, the 
Marsha l l  P l an amounts  t o  d irect economic control by 
Washi ngton to suit the needs of America and i t s  dependents .  
The misgiv ings with which the terms of these agreements 
have been accepted, even by America ' s  c losest  po l it ica l  
associ ates, indicate the extent to which these countries have 
had to mortgage themselves to the great dispenser of doll ars. 
In other countries, American domination fol lowing doll ar-aid 
has been far more brazen ,  and the price paid by the recipients 

far heav ier .  Turkey has  v ir tua l ly  been deprived of  i t s  
i ndependence, a s  i s  proved by the fact that i t  i s  the only 
Musl im country in the world which has refused to raise i ts 
voice i n  s upport of Palest in ian Arabs ;  Greece has had a 
monarchi s t  regime foi s ted on an unwi l l i ng people at the point 
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of Anglo-American bayonets and is bei ng devastated by a 
foreign-insp ired c i v i l  w ar; and i n  China.  American a id  i s  
d e l a y i n g t h e  l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t t e r i n g  K u o m i n ta n g  
d i c tatorshi p .  w h i c h  s e e k s  t o  p l ace t h e  c o u n t ry i n  m ore 
effe c t i v e  bondage t h a n  i t  e v e r  w a s  b e fore . America i s  
obviousl y  attempting t o  buy her w ay to world dom i n at i o n ;  
therefore . h e r  dol l ar-aid programme i s  certa in ly  n o t  meant 
for countr ies  w h i c h  refuse to accept orders in both the 
econom i c  and pol it ical  spheres .  To maintain i ts  i ndependence. 
and to avoid embro i lment  in the Third World War which 
Washington seems t o  be planning.  whatever fore i g n  a id  
Pakistan accepts m u s t  be on terms of i ts  own choosing.  If  
A merican dol l ars are not avai l able  on these terms our country 
m u s t  look e l sewhere for help.  Pak i stan · s  needs. of which 
m achinery and technica l  he lp are the most  urgent.  c an l arge l y  
be met  b y  other countries (for i n stance Czecho s l ov a k i a) 
w ithout any com m itments of the type demanded by America. 
For funds,  Paki stan must make the fu l lest possib le  use of i t s  
fav o urab l e  b a l a n c e  of trade . i t s  s ter l i n g  b a l a n c e s ,  a n d  
increased i n te rn al savings.  I f  forei g n  c ap ita l  i s  t o  be i n v i ted 
at a l l .  i t  should only be accepted o n  such terms and condi t ions 
as e l i m in ate all  possi b i l i ty of the creation of foreign vested 
i nterests in our country. The Pakistan Government should 
draw up i ts  future industrial  p l an s  w i thout depending on the 
dangerous dol l ar- i m port policy. even though this may seem 
t o  b e  the e a s i e s t  and the q u i c k e s t  w ay to o b t a i n  t h e  
wherew ithal  to begin t h e  reconstruct ion o f  o u r  country. The 
other road may be h ard to trav e l ,  and our journey may be a 
l i t t le  l onger. but th is  i s  a smal l  price to pay for maintaining 
the a b s o l u t e  s o v e re i g n t y  of P a k i s t a n .  H a v i n g  ac h i e v e d  
del i verance from B ri t i sh i mperi a l i s m .  i t  w o u l d  be extremely 
shorts ighted to a l l ow our country t o  become enmeshed i n  the 
net of Ameri c a · s  dol l ar imperi al i sm i n  return for an i l l u sory 
progress.  \fr A I l ana.  and other representat ives of Pak i stan ' s  
n ascent c api ta l i sm.  may see i n  accepting · some sort o f  a 
M arsh a l l  P l an · an opportuni ty to get their s l ice of t he profits 
w h i c h  w i l l  accrue t o  W a l l  Street .  but s u c h  a pol i c y  of 
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dependence on a foreign power would be contrary to the 
long-range i nterests of the country and can bring no real 
benefit to the mass of our people. The Central Government 
of Pakistan is showing commendable caution in  this matter, 
and we hope that ne ither present day difficul t ies nor the 
eagerness  of Paki stan ' s  budding Tatas and B i rl as w i l l  
stampede i t  into a n  al l iance with Western imperial ism. We 
m ust  obv i ous ly  try to l ay the economic foundations of 
Pakistan on the firm rock of our own efforts and have faith in  
our peop le  that they wi l l  do the ir  best  to carry out the 
Government ' s  industrial plans, however great the hardships 
and sacrifice involved. In  any case, whatever pol icy the 
Pakistan Government evolves, i t  i s  highly desirable that 
nobody should presume to speak on behalf of Pakistan in  
matters of such great n ational importance except persons to 
whom the task i s  specia l ly  ass igned by proper authority. 

3 A pril 1949 

Foreign Bases 

The prompt contradiction of the serious a llegations made 
recently in a Soviet journal that Great Britain was setting up 
mi l itary bases in Pakistan territory near the Afghan border wil l  
evoke widespread rel ief in thi s  country. A news agency states 
that responsible c ircles in Karachi have characterised the 
Moscow report as ' complete nonsense ' .  The lease of war bases, 
however, is not a very rare phenomenon in the world of today; 
in  the preparations being made for the next World War, there 
are many examples of fore ign troops being stationed i n  
countries regarded as sovereign and independent. I n  the global 
strategy of a future war, Pakistan occupies a positi on of great 
i mportance; i t  is probably true, therefore, that certain Great 

Powers would l ike to use Pakistan as a stepping-stone for attack 
or a buffer for defence. This ,  of course, must not be allowed to 
happen, for our country has no world aims which can be 
furthered by war and badly needs a long period of peace for its 
own development. We hope, therefore, that the refutation of 
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Moscow ' s  allegations wi l l  be made more authoritatively and 
the people of Pak istan wi l l  be ensured that not an i nch of 
Paki stan territory wi l l  ever be leased to any foreign power for 
mi l itary or pseudo-mi l itary purposes. 

1 September 1950 

Pakistan and Korea 

The Pakistan Government ' s  decision not to send any troops 
to aid the US war effort in Korea wi l l  be greeted in th is  
country wi th great re l ief and sati sfact ion .  I t  i s  grati fying that 
the Government has respected the wishes of the people w ith  
regard to a major matter of  foreign policy. although i t  i � 
regrettable that-despite the recent ful l  exposure of America ' s  
predatory intentions in  the  Far East and her desire for war
no change has yet taken p lace in the Pakistan Government ' s  
general att itude o f  support ing Anglo-American pol ic ies  even 
when such support i s  not merited. Press and public opin ion in 
Pakistan has been severely critical of the Government ' s  hasty 
dec l aration of support for the American cause in Korea. The 
two months that have e lapsed since then have provided no 
evidence that America ' s  i n terest in Korea is even remotely 
connected with altruism. On the other hand, the absence of a 
c lear-cu t  decl arati on of U N  policy for Korea, the reported 
murder of thousands of c i v i l i an s  by the South Korean 
authori t ies ,  the inhuman · saturation bombing'  by the US  Air 
Force. and the admission by most Western observers that the 
North Korean Government and Army are supported by the 
bulk of the Korean people .  have confinned the doubts about 
the U N ' s  impart ial i ty and just ified the charge that i n  i t s  
sudden spurt of  act ivi ty over Korea, i t  was merely serving 
American ends .  Nor did last  month ' s  sessions of the Security 
Counc i l  show up t h e  A n g l o -Ameri c an s ta tesmen as 
champions of peace and democracy. In  view of all this. i t  can 
be said wi th certainty that there will be very few to share the 
regret expressed on behalf of the Pakistan Government for i t s  
i nabi l ity to send soldiers and arms to South Korea . . .  
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15 June 1 952 

Middle East Defence 

The offic ial contradict ion of pers istent rumours circulated by 
foreign news agencies, that the Government of Pakistan were 
favourably considering a Brit ish proposal for this country ' s  
part ic ipat ion i n  what Western publ i c i s ts  euphemi st ica l ly  
describe as the Middle East Defence Pact ,  wi l l  be received 
by the people of Paki stan and their friends abroad with 
tremendous rel ief. A spokesman of the Foreign Office has 
dec l ared that he had no knowledge of negotiations with 
Wes tern countr ies for this  purpose,  and that Pak istan ' s  
Defence Secretary , who was reported t o  have left for London 
and Washington in th i s  connect ion,  had in fact gone to 
Switzerland on leave .  This t imely refutation of these reports, 
which are e ither insp i red  fee lers and based on w ishfu l  
th inking,  or  are mal ic iously i ntended to i njure Pakistan ' s  
pre st ige i n  the M i ddle East countries, i s  most welcome.  
However, the i ssue i s  of such great importance that  a more 
pos it ive declaration of the Pak istan Government ' s  pol icy 
towards the so-cal led M iddle East Defence Pact i s  both 
desirable and necessary. 

I t  i s  no great secret that the defence plan for the Middle 
East drawn up by the Anglo-American Powers is not even 
remotely connected wi th the protection of this region from a 
hypothetical foreign aggressor. I ts  primary purpose i s  to 
consolidate and perpetuate the aggression that took place 
many decades ago, as a resul t  of which most of the Arab 
S tates are held in varying degrees of bondage, their rich 
resources exploited by fore i gn powers , and their  people 
compel led to l ive i n  company with ignorance, destitution and 
disease. And since the occupying powers are engaged in  
preparations for another global war, they are no t  sat i sfied 
with the complete economic subjugat ion of these countries; 
they also seek to use th is  strategically important region as a 
base for the further expansion of their imperial is t  network. 
L i ke other regional arrangements of this sort, the proposed 
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M iddle East  Defence Pact is i ntended to serve as  one l in k  i n  
the chain be i n g  forged by the N A  T O  group of powers t o  
encircle the g lobe. 

It  is a l so perfect ly c l ear that. w ith the exception of those 
Arab potentates or p o l i t i c i an s  who owe their  posi t i on ent ire ly  
to fore i g n  support. the nations of the M i ddle East are strongly 
opposed t o  any invol v em e n t  w i th the Western countrie s ·  war 
p l an s .  They righ t l y  fee l  that what the :\1 iddle East needs is  an 
o rgan i s at i on that would c an a l i se the peop le ' s  des ire for 
fre edom and h e l p  to l iberate t h e m  fro m  t h e i r  W e s t e rn 
oppressors .  rather than an arrangement  that i s  meant  to 
s afeguard the starus quo i n  the name of sav i n g  these countries 
from a threat whose e x i stence i s ,  to say the least .  extremely 
doubtfu l .  And,  fin a l l y .  as far as Paki stan ' s  own defence i s  
concerned. the on l y  danger t o  her security ari se s  from the 
m a c h i n a t i o n s  of A n g l o - A m e r i c a n  p mv e rs o r  the n e o 
i mperi a l i s m  of the i r  A s i an a l l i e s-a danger against  which a 
regi onal  pact spon sored by the West  would be of absolutely 
n o  h e l p .  and may w e l l  p r o v e  a h i n d r a n c e .  I n  t h e  
c i rc umstan ce s ,  w i th the B riti s h  p l an for the M i ddle  East  
deserv i n g  of condemnation from every conce i v able point  of 
view,  we hope the Government of P ak i stan w i l l  state their  
unequivocal  oppo s i t ion to th is  or any s i m il ar defence scheme 
evolved by those whose i nterest l i e s  in keepi n g  the people of 
t h i s  v ast area in permanent subject ion.  

1 5  January 1953 

Envoy to Egypt 

Chaudhry K h a l iq u z z a m an · s s e l e c t i on a s  Paki s t an ' s  new 
Ambas sador to Egypt  w i l l  not he lp  to e nhance the Central 
Govern m e n t ' s  reputat ion for c h oo s i ng the r ight  t y pe of 
persons for ambassadorial  appointments .  Whatever other 
qual i t ies  the Chaudhry S ahib m ay c l a i m .  his past career. and 
the pec u l i ar methods he is  wont to adopt to achiew his ends.  
hard l y  equip him for a diplomatic post .  His  appointment as 
Paki stan ' s  representative in the most i mportant M iddle East  
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country is part icu larly unfortunate i n  v iew of Chaudhry 
Khal iquzzaman ' s  close assoc iation with the attempt to create 
a so-called Mus l im Peop le ' s  Organisat ion-a move which 
w as widely reputed to have had the support of a certain 
'Western Power. Whatever the Central Cabinet ' s  reasons for 
making th is  odd choice,  it w i l l  certain ly  stre ngthen the 
i mpression among the publ ic that senior ambassadorial posts 
are as a rule reserved for unwanted M in i sters and trouble
some Musl im League pol i t ic ians.  

28 January 1 953 

Fearful Portents 

The arrival in Karachi of yet another senior American mi l itary 
expert, who is scheduled to fol low what seem s  to have 
become a routine programme of holding parleys with our 
Service Chiefs and inspecting the country · s  defences, i s  i n  
itself a matter o f  grave concern for the vast majority o f  our 
people, who are definitely opposed to Pakistan ' s  involvement 
in the campaign of the Anglo-American bloc of imperial ist 
Powers agains t  rebel l ious colonies and the group of Soc ial ist 
S tates. Such 'courtesy ' v i s it s  by Western mi l i tary leaders have 
of late become more and more frequent, and at the same time 
the foreign Press  has begun to c lai m  with d isconcert ing 
confidence that Pak istan i s  in terested in jo in ing the new 
' defence ' organi sation being devised to make the M iddle East 
safe for the Anglo-American bloc. The l atest v i s i tation of 
this series is l ikely to see public anxiety give way to serious 
alarm. For, apart from the crypt ic remark made by the 
Comm ander- i n - Ch i e f  of  the US Eastern A t l an t i c  and 
M ed i terranean forces that he ' wi l l  be here in  case of 
emergency ' ,  Admiral Wright has revealed that the question 
of the M iddle East Defence Organi sation is being d iscussed 
between Pakistan and the United S tates on the d ip lomatic 
level .  It was also reported recently that Pakistan ' s  Charge 
d 'Affaires at Cairo had been invited by the Egyptian Foreign 
Min ister to explain his country ' s  atti tude towards the MEDO, 

447 



448 

Pakistan : The First Twelve Years 

and that th is  offi c i a l  has now been summoned to K arach i  for 
urgent consultat ions.  These and s i m il ar reports of what appear 
to be preparations to i nduct P ak i stan i n to the West ' s  m i li tary 
organ i sation are fearful portents w h i ch the peopl e  of t h i s  
country c an i gnore only  at great peril .  

P a k i s t an ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a p l an w h i c h  a i m s  a t  
consolidating imperi al i sm ' s  h o l d  on t h e  Arab World-so that.  
a l o n g  w i th econom i c  e x p l o i t at i on of i t s  v as t  e c on o m i c  
resources.  the reg ion can be used as a war- base i n  the g lobal 
confl ict  that threatens t o  eme rge from an i ntensified E ast
West Cold War-is unthinkab l e .  for i t  woul d  i nvolve total  
abandonment of our pol icy of sympathy and support for the 
l iberation struggle of the Arab nations .  Even apart from our 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  a n d  a v ar i e t y  of m o r a l  
cons iderations,  Paki stan c annot . j udging the i ssue so le ly  from 
t h e  stan dpo i n t  of n a t i o n a l  i n t e re s t , a l l o w  h e r s e l f  to be 
persuaded into jo in ing a war pact \\ h i  ch is defensive only  i n  
name.  N ot only  would i t  b e  suici d a l  for u s  t o  get embroi led 
in Wor l d  W ar Three, if  and when i t  comes,  but .  as the 
e x perience of Western E u rope shows. the i nteri m period of 
armed peace under Western aeg i s  would entail .  in return for 
a m eagre dol l ar a l lowance. control of our economy by and i n  
the i nterest o f  forei g n  p owers. and various other l im itations 
on our sovereignty which no se lf- respect i n g  nation should 
accept . I t  a lso needs to be poi nted out that the mere fact that 
certain I n d i an p o l i t i c i an s  and p u b l i c i st s  are w orr ied b y  
Paki stan · s rumoured agreement t o  jo in  the M E D O  prov ides 
no good reason whatever for our act ual l y  doing so. 

H itherto, the Paki stan Government hav e  given no defi nite 

ind ication of t he i r  intent ions .  In P ar l i ament and outs ide,  the 
P r i m e  M i n i ster of Pak i s tan has  deft l y  parried al l d i re c t  
questions about h i s  Government " s at t itude towards t h e  long
proj ected e xp an -. ion of the A t l a n t i c  Pact network to the 
M i d d l e  East .  The hope t h at the q u e s t i o n  of Pak i st a n ' s  
p art ic ipat i on i n  the M E D O  w as being considered only  by 
We stern m i l i tary p lan ners has now been bel ied by Adm iral  
Wright ' s disclosure t hat the Governments of Paki stan and 
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Amer i ca  are form a l l y  d i s c u s s i n g  the  i s s u e .  In the 
c i rcumstances, i t  i s  absolutely essential that the Pakistan 
Government should take the country into their confidence 
and explain the nature and purpose of the talks  that are said 
to be going on between US and Pakistani diplomats. The 
Government cannot be unaware of the fact that Paki stan ' s  
assoc iation with any mi l i tary arrangement o f  this  sort. which 
encroaches upon our independence and creates the danger of 
bringing to our country the horrors of atomic destruction, and 
which takes for granted our support for Western machinations 
in  North Africa, the M iddle East and Asia, would never be 
approved by our people.  The Government must, therefore, 
take the earl iest opportunity to clarify the ir pos it ion and dispel 
the seri ous  m i sg i v i ng s  that have been c reated by the 
declarations of fore ign state;.men and mi l i tary leaders. 

9 November 1 953 

Pakistan : A Second Turkey? 

The Government ' s  stubborn rd i. :;al to d i scuss the v i ta l  
question of Pakistan ' s  possible assoc i ,lt ian in  a US-sponsored 
m i li tary pact is not only symptomatic of the i r  lack of respect 
for the Par l iament and the people .  but 1 - also bound to 
strengthen the suspicion that the Government spokesmen · s 
evasive rep l ies to d irect quest ions are meant to conceal 
negot iations on an unpalatable deal which they probably want 
to present to the country as a fa it accomp/i. Apart from other 
equal ly unsuccessful attempts to persuade the Prime Min i ster 
or the it inerant Foreign Min ister to make a defin ite declaration 
on this cruc ial aspect of our foreign policy, Mian Jftikhar-ud
Din ' s  recent adjournment motions which sought to discuss 
the subject were rejected on the flims iest ot technical grounds, 
while h i s  request that a spec ial day ..,hould be a l lotted for a 
debate on foreign policy remains unanswered. Even if it is  
accepted that the Punjab MCA's motions for adjournment of 
the House were ruled out of order merely because of the 
Mus l im League Government ' s  unswerving adherence to the 
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rules of bus iness.  one m i ght ask what i n s u perable h indrance 
prevents them from a l l ocating t ime for a fu l l-dress debate on 
foreign pol i cy·: And even if we are to accept the a l i b i  that the 
M u s l i m  League l e aders are too invol ved in t he i r  struggle for 
survival .  or too b u sy p l anning the next  move in the chron i c  
i n t ra-party fact ional str ife .  why c an not the Prime M i n i ster  
m ake a state ment  of pol icy c l arify i ng h i s Govern m e n t " s  
stand? Or. s i nce even some M u s l i m  Leaguers would concede 
that the issue is, not l ess i mportant than that of introdu c i ng 
dec i m al c o in age. why should not M r  Mohammed A l i  g i ve h i s  
own opin i o n  on the m atter i n  one o f  h i s  month l y  broadcasts 
to the nat ion.  and ask the people to e xpress the i r  v iews? It is 
utterly r idic u l o u s  to argue that seri ous considerati on of the 
m atter i s  as yet u n neces sary bec ause the Govern ment have so 
far m ade no fi na l  comm i tments .  S ure ly .  the proper t i me for 
d i scuss ion and consult at i on w i t h  the peopl e  is now�before 
the Government have s i gned on the dotted l i ne .  The nation 
has a right to be told the truth about Governmen t ' s  plans 
before they are e xecuted.  for the people and the Parl iament 
have rights and pri v i l e ges that e xtend beyond c arry i n g  out  a 
p o s t - m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i on of t h e  G o v e rn m e n t ' s  p o l i c y 
deci s ions .  

The q uest ion of Paki stan · s  part i c ipat ion i n  e i ther the 
B r i t i s h  o r  t h e  US v e r s i o n  o f  a M i d d l e  East  D e fe n c e  
O rgan i sati o n  has been o n  t h e  aiw i l  for m ore than a year . . .  
The or ig ina l  M E DO p l an proved abort i v e ,  part ly  due to 
A n glo-American r i v a l ry and. even more so.  bec ause the 
A n g l o - Egyp t i an c o n fl i c t  rem a i n s  u n s o l v e d ,  I srae l is  not  
acceptab le as an associate defender by i t s  Arab ne i ghbours 
and. u n t i l  a fe \\ months ago. I ra n  re fu sed to toe the Anglo
A merican l in e .  The l atest among many alternat ive s uggestions 
i� that Paki stan should �ign a h i  l ateral  m i l i t ary pact \\ i th  the 
l1 n i ted States and thus act as a decoy duck for the other 
::Vt iddle East countr ies .  S i nce Pak i stan accepted the C S  wheat 
g i ft .  American efforts to m ake it ·a second Turkey · have 
been i ntensified .  A \ er i t able host of American experts have 
l anded on o ur shores dur ing recent months:  the l atest of these 
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unwelcome v i s i tors are a group of US Congressmen who. 
ominously.  are reported to be m embers of the A rmed Serv ices 
A ppropriations S ub-Co m m ittee . The American Press now 
refers to Paki stan · s w il l ingness to accept the role ass igned to 
it by Washington w i t h  a certainty that is gal l i n g  to our 
nat iona l  s e l f-respec t ,  and can o n l y  be attr ibuted to the 
i m p re s s i on created i n  A m e r i c a  by those who represent  
Paki stan at  Washingto n  and in  the  U n i ted Nations.  The New 

York Times . in editori al l y  support ing a U S -Pak i st an m i l i tary 
pact. g loats over ' the courage and ski l l  among the Paki st an i s  
for a first  c l as s  fi ghting force · .  And, for the benefit o f  those 
who suffer from the i l l us ion that US m i l i tary aid woul d  m ake 
Paki stan strong 1 ·is-a- 1·is India.  the New York Times goes on 
to say. s ignificant ly .  that the Indians ' could h ave an assurance 

from the U n ited S tates that m i l i tary assi stance to Pak istan 
should not be construed as any sort of an ant i - Indian gesture ' 
The Repub l i can Party ' s  majority leader was reported to h ave 
said a fe w day :-- ago that he · very defi n ite ly ' thinks that 
Paki stan could become a meful m i l i tary a l ly .  and he indicated 
that i t  could u l t i m ate ly  become another Turkey .  

The latest fore ign Press reports al l ege that t h e  v i si ts  t o  
W a s h i n g t o n  b y  P ak i s t an ' s  G o v e rn o r - G e n e ra l  a n d  t h e  
Commander- in-Ch ief. who stopped in Turkey en route to the 
U S ,  are connected with negot i at i ons for U S  m i l i tary aid to 
Paki stan of over twenty-fi ve m i l l i on dol lars .  Offi c i a l  comment 
on these a larming reports is as unsat i sfactory as i t  i s  scanty . 

I f  a l l  these rumours, emanating mostly from the U n ited States.  
are . as one Mini ster �tated i n  Parl i ament.  mere k i te-fl y i ng .  

why docs n o t  t h e  Prime M i n i ster m ake a defin i te dec l aration 
contradict ing the foreign Pre ss report and assuring his people 
that the Government w i l l  not walk into the M EDO trap or 

any s i m i l ar entanglement'? The i ssue i s  obv iously of sufficient 

i mportance to c a l l  for the Prime M in i ster ' s  personal attent ion. 
even from his s ick-bed. I s  Pak i stan to barter away her hard
won freedom for a few guns or dol l ars'? Are we to act as 
agents of the United S tates i n  world affairs'? W i l l  the ' courage 
a n d  s k i l l '  of o u r  p e o p l e  be u s e d  to d e fe n d  W e s te r n  
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imperi a l i sm i n  the Middle East? These and other a l l ied 
question are causing a great deal  of concern in  the country. 
We warn the Government not to be b l inded by the g l i tter of 
dol lars into accepting a pact that would damage our national 
prestige. restrict our sovereignty ,  and create the danger of 
our involvement in war. We demand that the i ssue should 
immediately be d iscussed by Parl iament, so that the people 
of Pak istan can express their v iews on a matter that i s  l ikely 
to determine the country ' s  future for many long years to 
come. 

24 November 1 953 

Pakistan-US Military Pact 

Whatever one might think of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru ' s  recent 
expression of · intense concern · at the reports of negotiations 
for a Pakistan-U S m i l i tary pact. i t  has had one benefic ial 
resul t ,  i n  that the Pakistan Governmen t  have broken their 
indiscreet s i lence on an issue of such \; i ta l  importance to the 
country . Decry i n g  the  I nd i an Prem i e r · s  comment s  o n  
Pakistan ' s  foreign pol icy,  the Governor-General of Pak i stan 
declared in a press statement i ssued from London that · reports 
that my Government is negotiat ing with the United States 
Government for m i l i tary assi stance in  return for American 
bases i n  Pakistan are absolute ly unfounded and base less · .  
and further that · Pakistan wi l l  never be a camp-fo l lower of 
anyone · .  Mr Ghulam Mohammed' s  emphatic s tatement w i l l  
to  some extent a l lay the  fears created among our  people by 
the fore ign Press  stories-based most ly  on the utterances of 
US pol i t ic ians and officia ls-about Pakistan ' s  associ at ion 
wi th the network of aggress iH' mi l i tary pacts establi shed by 
the United States .  The Go\ ernor-General " s  contradict ion has 
been part ia l l y  corroborated by President E isenhower and the 
US Secretary of State . . .  

I f  the  Governor-General · s contrad ic t ion  i s  read i n  
conjunction with other rele\'ant statements and news items, 
the conc lus ion is i rres is t ib le  that .  a l though the Paki stan 
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Government have not so far entered into any defin i te mi l i tary 
commitment with the U S  Government, the danger that they 
may do so in the future has certainly not been dispelled. 
Apart from the fact that the dec larations  of Pres ident  
E isenhower and M r  Dul les  were primari l y  intended to pacify 
India, both of them dealt with the subject rather evasively; 
the President mere ly said that the question of m i l i tary aid and 
bases was not discussed ' i n  detai l ' ,  whi le  the Secretary of 
S tate stressed that ' at present' no such negotiations were 
taking p lace . . .  

The Government owe i t  to themselves and to the country 
to show where they stand. I f  Mr Ghulam Mohammed ' s  
statement that ' Pakistan w i l l  never be a camp-fo ll ower of 
anyone ' i s  meant to be a firm decl aration of pol icy, let the 
Pr ime M in i s ter  dec l are i n  unequ ivoca l  terms that h i s  
Government  w i l l  n o t  j o i n  any m i l i t ary b l o c .  S uch a 
dec l aration would put  an end to Western intr igues and 
machinations, which seek to embro i l  Pakistan in the West ' s  
war plans, and set a t  rest the fears and doubts o f  our own 
people .  If, on the other hand, the Government are merely  
waiting for an opportune moment to  join the ranks  of  the 
West ' s  crusaders, they must be made to realise that the people 
of Pak i stan wi l l  never endorse such a suic idal pol icy and that 
they w i l l  a lways oppose any attempt to wh i t t l e  down 
Pakistan 's  sovereignty or use i ts  manpower and territory for 
the consolidation or expans ion of Western imperial ism. 

13 December 1953 

US-Pakistan Pact 

The recent v i s i t  to Pakistan of the US Vice-President has cast 
more l urid l ight on America ' s  p l ans for involving Pakistan in 

a reg ional m i li tary organi sation of some sort . Ignoring the 
decl aration made some days ago by Pakistan ' s  Governor
General and Prime Minister that they did not want any foreign 
advice on what Pakistan should or should not do i n  domestic 
or international matters, Mr  Richard N ixon took the trouble 
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to defi n e  in considerable det a i l  the fore ign pol icy  Pakistan 
should fol lo w .  The US V i ce-Pres i dent m ade it  abundantl y  
c lear that Washin gton confiden t l y  e xpects P ak i stan t o  j o i n  
t h e  ran k s  of t h e  d o l l ar-rec e i v i n g .  ant i - S ov i et and ant i 
Communis t  cru saders. led by the N ATO group of imperi a l i s t  
Powers . I n  return for o u r  associ at i on w i t h  the West ' s  Cold 
War offensive and i h  system of m i l i tary a l l i ances.  M r  N i xon 
prom i ses that m ore U S  assi stance w i l l  bl'. m ade av a i l able .  
and that  Pak i stan w i l l  be  protected against those worki n g  for 
i ts destruct ion .  The i m p l i cations of t h i s  offer are perfect ly 
plain.  and no amount of i ngen ious rational isat ion c an m ake i t  
acceptabl e  to those whose v i s ion remains  u n impaired by the 
dazzle of dol l ars .  For a l i tt le  h ard c urrency and. perhaps. a 
few guns.  Paki stan i s  being asked to surrender her freedom 
of action and to enter the war-camp of the i mperi a l i st Powers. 
to a l low her soil to be trampled upon once again by forei g n  
soldiery. a n d  t o  m ake av a i l able  her brav e soldiers t o  fi ght 
under forei gn flags for fore ign c auses .  

W h y  shou l d  Pak i stan accept t h i s  one- s i ded bargain? I t  i s  
s a i d  that Pak i stan i s  threatened by forces work ing for her 
destruct i o n .  Who then are t hese enemies · )  With both I n d i a  
a n d  Afghan i stan. Paki stan i s  k n o w n  to b e  involved i n  serious 
d i spute s .  A fghani stan l ays c l ai m  to a part of our territory. 
and has for six years been engaged in w arl ike propaganda 
and h o st i l e act i v i t y .  I n d i a  and Pak i stan h ave fou gh t  an 
unfi n i shed w ar in K a s h m i r. the ir  armies are arrayed against 
e ac h  other along the cease-fire l ine .  and the farm er ' s  refusa l  
to a l low a fai r  p l e b i sc i te to be h e l d  i n  K as h m i r  remains  a 
festering canker. spre ad i ng i l l - w i l l  and prev e n t i n g  l ndo
P a k i s t a n  a m i t y .  I n d i a  a h o  h a s  i n fl u e n t i a l  c o m m u n a l  
re act ionaries w h o  haw not accepted Pak i stan · s e x i stence and 
are eager to undo the 'iUb-continent ' s  Part i t i o n .  B ut Mr N i xon 
th inks  t h at the Pukhtooni stan quest ion could and -;hould be 
sett led peacefu l l y .  he w ants Paki stan and India  to l i ve i n  
friendship.  and h i s  Government h ave already given India  the 
solemn assurance that any l1 S m i l i tary a id g iven to Pak i st an 
would never be used against India .  America wants Paki stan 
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to adopt the l i st of its friends and enemies drawn up by the 
State Department. We are told to treat the Soviet Union and 
China as our enemies. Whatever one m ight think of the 
regimes establ i shed in the USSR and China, how in the name 
of sanity can they be regarded as the enemies of Pakistan, a 
threat to its ex istence, forces working for its destruction? 
Pakistan has normal friendly relations with these neighbouring 
S tates ,  our trade with them is  on a bas is  of mutual advantage, 
neither of them has cast an eye on our territory or sought to 
use our manpower as cheap cannon-fodder. and there is not 
the sl ightest indicat ion that they have any i ntent ion of doing 
so in  the future. A l ittle clear thinking makes it obvious that 
Pakistan must, in its own interests, reject such b iased advice 
and spurn such barbed offers. 

What the Pakis tan Government intend to do in  regard to 
the projected U S-Pakistan m i l itary pact remains a mystery. 
The l atest offic ial comment on the question has only made 
the confused si tuation more thoroughly confounded. Before 
leaving New York for London. Chaudhri Zafrul l a  Khan i s  
reported to  h ave  dec l ared t h at ' the re have  been  n o  
negoti ations ,  nor attempts at negotiations, for a n  American
Pakistan mi l i tary al l iance ' .  All that has happened. the Foreign 
M in ister added, is that ' there have been conversations with 
respect to mi l itary equipment for the Paki s tan Army ' .  If the 
Pakistan Government ' s  approach to Washington is  l imited to 
inquiries for the purchase of arms, the American Press seems 
to be amazingly and unusual ly  minisformed on this i ssue, 
and one wonders why the spate of US Press stories have not 
been contradicted by the Pakistan Government .  Nor i s  it 
possible to understand the assurance, reported to have been 
given by Pakistan ' s  Governor-General to General Neguib, 
that Pak istan ' would not conc l ude an agreement with the 

Western powers unless the Egyptian conflict i s  resolved firs t ' .  
What agreement? Surely not  jus t  a business deal over the 
purchase of arms .  On the other hand, if  Pakistan is asking 
for, or being offered, a gift of US mi l i tary equipment, then 
the dangers inherent in a mi l itary al l iance with America are 
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rev ived .  for the e q uipmen t  m ay w e l l  be fo l lowed by 
' technicians and advi sers ' .  who wi l l  not only show us  how to 
handle the guns but  a lso where to s ight  them . The confusion 
has further been augmented by the comments of certain 
newspapers. who. instead of dealing wi th the straight i ssues 
involved. have sought to divert the d iscussion by attacking 
India and the USSR for taking an interest i n  the poss ib i l i ty of 
Pakistan being used as an ant i -Soviet war base. This aspect 
of the matter on ly  has inc identa l  importance .  The rea l  
question i s  whether Pakistan is t o  become another Turkey .  an 
Asian sate l l i te of the NATO group of imperial is t  Powers. and 
a friend of Messrs Chiang Kai-shek and Syngman Rhee. who 
have recent ly cal led upon the ' free · Asian countries to enter 
the serv ice of their benefactors; whether Paki stan is to forget 
her p ledges to the nations striv ing for freedom. and become 
an al ly and partner of those whose hands are red with the 
blood of innocent peoples in Morocco and Tunisia,  in Kenya 
and Malaya: whether Pakistan i s  to forfei t  her independence 
and sovereignty. jeopardi se her future progress for which 
peace i s  an essential prerequisi te .  and. without the s l ightest 
provocation from their s ide .  decl are herself the sworn enemy 
of the Social ist States . . .  

1 9  December 1953 

US Military Aid 

The Prime Mini ster ' s  statement on the negotiations for grant 
of US mi l i tary aid to Pakistan. apart from its other grave 
i m p l i c at i o n s .  rev e a l s  t hat-w i t h o u t  c o n s u l ta t ion  of t h e  
Parl iament or  the country-a major sh ift has  taken p lace i n  
the Paki stan Government ' s  foreign pol icy .  H i therto. i t  had 
always been maintained by Gowrnment spokesmen that 
Pakis tan fo l l owed an i ndependent pol i cy .  j udging each 
international issue on i ts  meri ts ,  that i t  was not a party to the 
East-West Cold War. and that  i t  would avoid embro i lment in  

the threatened global confl ic t .  Mr \1ohammcd A l i ' s  l atest 
dissertation on international pol i t ics c l early indicates that this 
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po l icy of neutral i ty  has been abandoned, and tha t  the 
Government are seeking to align Pak istan wi th the American 
bloc. As i f  to just ify the pol icy change, the Prime Min i ster 
certified that America has no desire to dominate any country 
and that, ' actuated by good motives ' ,  it merely seeks to ' bu i ld  
the defences of countries wi th a view to preserving t he peace 
of mankin d ' .  It fol lows logically from this  naive appraisal of 
US foreign  pol icy that the vaguely defined ' ideological 
affi n i t y '  s o u g h t  by  h im w i l l  be d i scovered o n l y  i n  
Washington, and that when he talks of the poss ibi l i ty of 
Paki stan ' s  participation in  a World War, Mr Mohammed A l i  
i s  th inking in  terms o f  our soldiers fighting shoulder t o  
shoulder w i t h  the US- led N A  TO armies .  That the Prime 
Min ister ' s  fai th i n  American altru ism can make h im shut h i s  
eyes to the  reali t ies of  the  international s i tuation i s  surpris ing; 
that on the basis of such blind trust he intends to drag Pak istan 
i n to  the imperia l i s t  camp is a tragedy whose awesome 
m agni tude must  be real ised by the people of Paki stan before 
i t  i s  too late. America ' s  domination of the aided countries i s  
a s imple, incontrovertible fact ,  which i s  no longer denied 
even by American publicists and pol it ic ians  but accepted by 
them as an attribute of a ' l eadership ' bought wi th guns or 
dol l ars . US trade embargoes ,  the i r  A mbassadors ' d i rect 
i nterference in  national elections, and the sponsoring  of coups, 
are also well-known facts .  That America has underwritten 
the tottering  empires of the Western Powers, that she is re
arming the Fasci s t  Ax i s ,  that thousands of US bases have 
been estab li shed all over the world, are al l  undeniable facts 
which are l i nked directly  to the US pol icy of aggress ive 
expansion. The change in Paki stan ' s  fore ign pol icy i nd icated 
by Mr Mohammed Al i  is, therefore, bound to be received by 
the majority of our people  w i th keen d i sapproval and genuine 

m i sgiv ings about the country ' s  future. 
The second major i ssue Mr Mohammed A l i  dealt w ith at 

h i s  recent press conference is the proposal for accepting U S  
m i l i tary a s s i s tance . The Pr ime M in i s ter  revealed tha t  
' informal and general ' discussions had already taken place 
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between the representatives of the two Governments. but 
technical and other detail s  had yet  to be examined. Whi le the 
assurances given by h im may seem gratifying to some people ,  
the  fact that Paki stan may be persuaded to  take what can  
rightly be  regarded as  a fair ly b ig  step towards join ing the 
West ' s  system of m i li tary a l l i ances cannot be v iewed w ith  
equan imity . Mr Mohammed Al i  dec lared that there was no  
question of leasing m i l i tary bases, that Pakistan was  ' not  
committ ing i t se lf  to the defence of any area other than her 
own region · .  and that Paki stan had no aggressive designs 
against anyone. Nothwithstanding these guarantees, those who 
have studied the working of US aid programmes wi l l  real i se 
that Amer ican i nfl uence and in terference are ine\' i t ab le  
concomitants of  such aid. Apart from what has  been sa id  by 
the US Press about Paki stan ' s  usefu lness to America. the 
reference made by the American Ambassador in  India to the 
· advice·  that his country wi l l  be able to give Pakistan is a 
s ignifican t  pointer to the donors ' in terpretation of the rights 
they w i l l  acqu i re after making a gift of tanks and guns. Mr 
Mohammed Al i  h imself impl iedly admitted the possib i l i ty  of 
US  mi l i tary advi sers coming to Pak istan. The Prime Min i ster 
did not reveal on whose in itiative the arms deal was being 
di scussed.  nor why the poss ibi l i t y  of obtai n i ng m i l i tary 
equ ipment  in other countr ies  h ad not been cons ide red,  
particularly when the bulk of our present armaments conform 
to the B ri t i s h  pattern and could most  co 1wenien t ly  be 
supplemented from Brit ish sources.  No  one can deny that, i n  
today ' s  world. Paki stan must develop her mi l i tary strength 
suffi c ient ly to protect her i ntegrity and i ndependence.  The 

right course for Government. however. \Vould be to purchase 
al l  the mi l i tary equipment we need. wherever it i s  avai lable 
wi thout pol i t ical strings. and at  the same time to develop 
i ndigenous manufacturing potential with greater speed. To 
ask for o r  accept  U S  m i l i t ary a s s i s tance amou n t s  t o  
jeopard i s ing the very freedom our  Gm ernment professedly 
-.,eek to protect .  \Ve earnest ly hope. therefore. that the Pakistan 
Government wi l l  be persuaded to reconsider i t s  deci s ion to 
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accept US mil i tary aid .  for any such deal is certain to l im i t  
our  sovere i g n t y ,  promote a c h ange  for the  worse i n  
Government pol ic ies .  and create the danger of our l and and 
people being involved in the ghast ly  global war for which 
America is making world-wide preparat ions .  

1 3  January 1 954 

Bases in Pakistan 

. . .  Those who have argued in favour of accepting US military 
aid on the ground that it involves no commitments of any sort 
on Pakistan • s part wi l l  have to change their opinion or their 
arguments after Mr Mohammed Ali ' s  recent interview in an 
American news magazine. It had been said that the example of 
other countries having surrendered their sovereignty in  return 
for US mi li tary aid could have no appl ication to Pakistan, 
because America was wi l l ing to make an exception in the case 
of our country and give it aid without any strings attached. I t  
was also said that there was no question of  Pakistan ' s  bases 
being used. or of our independent foreign policy bei ng deflected 
from the objectives of avoiding embroi lment in the East-West 
Cold War and supporting the l iberation movements in the 
co lon ial countr ies .  The Pri me M i n i s ter has complete l y  
demolished the first part of this argument by stat ing i n  a special 
interview with the US News and World Report that, 'of course 
we wi l l  build bases to defend Pakistan-and in an emergency 
there should be nothing to prevent us from inviting a friendly 
power, including America, to use those bases to help defend 
this region ' .  The word ' emergency'  has not been defined, but 
s ince America i s  to be al lowed to defend the ' region '-and not 
just Pakistan-from our bases, i t  i s  logical to assume that the 
A m e r i c an c o n n o t a t i o n  o f  what c o n s t i t u t e s  a ' re g i o n a l  

emergency' wi l l  be accepted, and that whenever America desires 
to move its forces i nto bases prepared in this country, it wi l l  be 
al lowed to do so. This creates an extremely dangerous situation, 
which can be ignored only at great peril . . .  
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2 1 May 1 954 

US-Pakistan Pact 

. . .  Despi te the transparent efforts of the representat ives of the 
two Governments to rational ise the terms of the M utual  
Defence A s s i s tance Agreemen t . s i gned at K arac h i  on 
Wednesday by the US  Charge d ' Affaires and Paki stan ' s  
Foreign M ini ster. i t  i s  perfectly p la in that the Pact amounts 
to nothing less than a c lose m i l i tary . pol it ical . and economic 
al l iance between the two States .  It can no l onger be denied 
that Paki stan has for al l practical purposes become a member 
of the Western bloc. a friend of i ts a l l ies and a potent ia l  
enemy of those against whom i t  i s  arrayed. The Pakistan 
Government  have  agreed ,  w i th o u t  even  securi n g  t h e  
Par l i amen t ' s  pr ior  approva l .  to  jo in  i n  deve lop ing  t h e  
defensive strength of the ·free worl d ' .  and the possibi l i ty  of 
Pakistan ·  s part ic ipat ion in what i s  cal led · defence of the 
region'  has been specifica l ly  accepted. Further. a number of 
special priv i leges-tantamount to extra-territorial rights-wi l l  
be  accorded t o  American personne l  posted i n  Pak istan to 
'd ischarge the responsibi l i t ies of the US Government ' under 
the Agreemen t .  . .  If proper terms are substituted for all the 
euphemi sms employed by the authors of the Agreement, the 
document c learly v io l ates Paki stan · s dec l ared pol ic ies  of 
avo id ing  embroi lmen t  in fore ign  wars . support i ng  the  
l i beration movements of  the  subject peoples .  and diversifying 
her trade with the country ' s  economic i nterests as the sole 
determin ing factor: w ith equal force i t  impinges upon our 
national sovere ignty. and some of i t  c lauses are derogatory to 
our self-respect as an i ndependent  nation. We see that what 
was original ly  mooted as an arms deal has become an a l l 
embrac ing treaty governing many major aspects of  our 
national l ife . and a l ly i ng Paki stan to the ·free world ·-w'hich, 
in  fact .  means the leading i mperial i st States of the world and 
their empires. 

Careful analys is  of the Pact ' s  main terms reveals certain 
grave imp l i cat ions and raises some al arm ing quest ions .  
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Paragraph 2 of Art ic le One. for instance. defines the purposes 
for which US mi l itary aid may be used by Pakistan.  The first 
contingency l i sted is that of internal security . Apart from the 
fact that US mi l i tary aid is  not necessary for th is  task. does it 
mean that the fac i l it ies promi sed to the US for the superv i si on 
of the progress of the Agreement w i l l  include a U S  probe 
into Pakistan ' s  internal s i tuation? Wi l l  US preferences guide 
the Government ' s  in ternal po l i c ies  and U S  methods be  
al l owed to retard our progress tovv ards fu l l  democracy?  
Further, in  the matter of  ' legi t imate self-defence · ,  who  w i l l  
determine the legi timacy of  any action taken? And, by  the 
grant of permiss ion to me US arms in  regional defence or i n  
a U N  col lective security arrangement, i s  i t  meant that Pakistan 
is expected to join any US mi l i tary venture of the type that is 
currently under considerat ion to save the French colonial 
regime in Indo-China? The ban on ' aggression against any 
nation ' obv iou�ly is the counterpart of the assurances given 
by Washington tu I nd ia that US m i l i tary aid to Pakis tan w i l l  
never be  used aga inst that country. The fact that India i s  the 
only country \\ ith whom Paki stan has been at war-and the 
state of their re lation:> has not improved very much s ince the 
cease-fire--makcs this a risky stipulation. If an Inda-Pak istan 
c lash were to take place .  w i l l  America have to g ive a verdict 
that the aggression was launched by India before Pakis tan 
can use the gifted arms? I t  i s .  final ly ,  l aid down that one ful l 
year ' s  notice i s  necessary for terminat ion of the Agreement, 
implying that even after the treaty i s  repudiated, for a ful l  
twelve months the Government of Paki s tan w i l l  have to 
comply wi th al l  i ts unpalatable provis ions .  Whi le  the Pakistan 
Government have already accepted these varied commitments, 
the extent and type of the aid that i s  being given in return has 
yet  to be dete rm i ned.  But even i f  e x perts consider these 

suppl ies adequate, both in quantity and qual ity, we strongly 
feel that the Pakistan Government have agreed to  pay too 
heavy a price for such aid. We reiterate our considered view 
that i t  would be far better to mobi l i se indigenous resources to 
raise the strength of our armed forces, and that the equipment 
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and arms req u i red should be purchased by cut t ing down a l l  
i nessen t i a l  i mport s .  a n d  b y  i nt roducing a rational austerity 
regime i n si de the country.  i n stead of l ink ing P ak i stan to one 
of the two Power blocs which  m ay soon be e ngaged in a 
l arge-scale atomi c  confl i c t .  \Ve h ope nat ional  opinion w i l l  
assert i tself s u ffic ient ly  t o  persuade the Government t o  retrace 
the step they h ave t aken and. in the mean t i m e .  to ensure that 
none of the more serious operat ive  c l auses of the Agreement 
are al l owed to fruct ify .  

1 3  January 1 955 

Pattern of US Aid 

The agreement.  s igned a t  K arac h i  the other day . for the grant 
of more US econom i c  aid to P ak i s t an ck sen e s  careful  
exam in at i o n .  W h i l e  the pol i t i cal  consequences of U S  aid 
programmes are g iwn a great deal  of attent ion.  t he i r  economic 
consequences are u s u a l l y  spared the t horough scru t i n y  they 
deserve. p resumab l y  as a re s u l t  of the m i staken bel ief that  in 
the furtherance of i ts  pol i t ical  pol ic ies the U nited S tates is  
d i s p e n si ng money a n d  g i ft s  w it h o u t  any e xp e c t a t i o n  of 
economi c  ret u rns .  I t  needs to be re a l i sed that a l t ru i s m  i s  not 
the basis of such aid programmes. as i s  home out b y  US 
Pre ss comments and speeches m ade in the Congress on t h i s  
s ubje c t .  O n l y  a fe w d a y s  ago . t h e  F o re i g n  Operat i o n s  
A dm i n i strat i o n  dec l ared i n  a rev i e w  o f  i ts  \\ Ork that .  both 
d i rect l y  and i nd i rec t l y .  fore i g n  aid p rogrammes have a 
' st i m u l at i n g  effect ' on the US economy. B road!) speak i n g .  
th i s  effect i s  created hy t h e  export of consumer goods. the 
d i sposal of umaleahle surpl uses of diffe rent commod i t i e s .  
and t h e  ful l er empl oyment of . .\merican s h i pping a n d  a l l i ed 
sen ices .  Pak i stan . on the other h and.  pri m ari l y  needs .. ·api ta l  
goods to develop h e r  O\\ n i n d u stries.  the max imum i'o-.s ib le  
reduct ion in  the i m port of a l l  consumer goods w h i c t1 c a n  be 
produced i nd i ge nous l y .  and the opportuni ty  to e xpand her 
O\\ n s h ipp i n g  sen· ices .  From the long -term point  of v i e w .  
therefore. a s  l ong a s  t h i s  i s  t h e  pattern o f  U S  a i d  programmes.  
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a c lash of interests between the di spemer of aid and i ts 
recip ient would appear to be unavoidable .  

The economic a id  g iven to  Pakistan for the current year 
amounts to I I 0 mil l ion dol lars. Of this, a sum of only 20 mil l ion 
is eannarked for the import of equipment and supplies needed 
for our development projects, of which again only a fraction wi l l  
be  available for industrial development; and i t  is  interesting to 
note that this amount is being offered as a loan .  The main grant 
of 40 mil l ion doll ars is to be spent on the import of America 's  
surplus agricu ltural commodities, an equal sum wi l l  probably be 
spent on other consumer goods. and about S mil l ion dol lars wi l l  
be devoted to inviting US experts and to the training of Pakistanis 
in the United States. Although such aid may ease existing market 
shortages and create a measure of artificial prosperity, the danger 
ex ists that it wil l  tend to make us more dependent on foreign 
help, dislocate certain sections of our internal economy, and 
retard the pace of the country 's  industrial progress. Further, the 
American authors of the aid programme make no secret of the 
fact that it is  a weapon in the Cold War. and that it aims not only 
to help their friends, but also to isolate their enemies. Ceylon, 
for example. cou ld not quali fy for US aid because it refused to 
give up its lucrative rubber trade with China. Under the US 
Battle Act. Pakistan wi l l  probably be expected to accept the US 
ban on trade with the Social i st S tates. China has in recent years 
been one of the best customers for our cotton . in return for 
which Pakistan has obtained an essential i tem like coal at 
reasonable rates. If our trade with China is stopped, wi l l  it not 
have an adverse effect on our economy? These and other relevant 
factors must carefu l ly  be appraised if a true assessment is to be 
made of the advantages and d isadvantages of Paki stan ' s  
acceptance o f  U S  aid. and as more detail s  are made available, 
we hope a real is t ic  anal ysis  of the s ituation wi l l  be made by 

those who are in a posi t ion to guide public opinion. We would 
also l ike to hope that, in their rel ief over the temporary gains 
expected from the arrangement. our Government experts wi l l  
not ignore the risks and dangers involved in joining the fami ly 
of US-aided nations. 
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20 �ovember 1 955 

Baghdad Meeting 

The doubts and misg i v i ngs fe lt  by many i n  th is  country about 
the prac ti c a l  u t i l i ty and p o l i t i c a l  w i sdom of P ak i s tan ' s  
adherence to the B aghdad Pact w i l l  be strengthened b y  the 
d i s c l o s u re s  m ade s o m e  day.., ago by a Fore i g n  O ffi ce 
spokesman . The offi c i al i s  reported to h ave said that our 
representat ives would tel l  the B aghdad Pact  Counci l  that 
Paki stan i s  w i l l i ng to u ndertake · further comm i tments beyond 
her own area · .  but on the condit i on that m ore m i l i tary aid i s  
prov ided. because at present Paki stan ' s  m i l i t ary strength i s  

suffi c i e n t  on l y  for her own defence needs .  The Paki stan 
delegat ion w i l l .  i t  i s  understood. argue that . s i nce the s ituat ion 
in the M i ddle  East has been · compl ic ated · by arm s purchases 
from certa in  S ocia l i st States. the B aghdad Pact must be m ade 
a · going concern · and other S tate'> persuaded to s we l l  i t s  
membership .  A j o i n t  approach 1rnt) be made to Syria and the 
Lebanon.  and the Un ited S tates in part ic u l ar w i l l  be asked to 
j o i n  t h e  s e t - u p .  so t h a t  the P a c t  c an be s t re n g th e n e d  
n umeri cal ly  and i n  terms of the req u i red funds and equipment.  
Further. i t  is  said that the question of M i ddle  E ast  unity w i l l  
b e  con s i dered only · v, i t h i n  the framework o f  the Pact ' .  I\o 
i ndicat ion has been g i ven regard i n g  the po s s i b i l i t y  of a 
d iscuss ion on the threat of Israel i  agg1e � s i o n .  which i s  by any 
reckoning the M i ddle East ' s  biggest problem.  except for the 
Pr ime M i n i ster ' s  rec e n t  dec l arat ion that Paki stan w o u l d  
oppose I srae l ' s  membership o f  t h e  Pac t .  \1r M ohammed A l i ' s  
remark s o n  the subject .  m ade a t  a press conference short ly  
before h is  departure for B aghdad. general l y  confinn the pol icy 
statement m ade on behalf of the Fore i gn Office .  al though he 
d i d  not deal with a l l the po i n t s  brought up i n  t h i s  stati.:�ment 
and.  natural l y .  spoke \\ i th greater caut i on and di scre t i o n .  

Th i s  out l ine of t h e  pol i c )  that t h e  Pak i "1an dekg;iti on i s  
going to pursue a t  the B aghdad meet i n g  proY i des cause for 
gra\ e concern . It c learly repre senh a new shift i ;-1 uur fore i g n  
pol icy towards a c l oser association w i t h  t h e  p l a n s  and polic ies  
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of the Western Powers. I\o effort has been made to expla in 
t h i s  change . and i ndeed i n  many respects i t  appears to be 
ut ter ly  inexpl icable.  F i rst ly .  what  prec ise ly  is  meant  by the 
o ffe r o f  u n d e rt a k i n g  ' de fe n c e  c o m m i t m e n t s ·  b e y o n d  
Paki stan ' s  o w n  area? Docs i t  mean that.  i n  return for more 
aid. our troops w i l l  be avai l able for use i n  the M iddle East 
under A ng l o-American comm and or gu idance '? W i l l  Pak i s tan 
be e xpected to help i n  defending the status quo i n  the region? 
Further. i f, re s i l i ng from the posi t ion taken by the Forei gn 
M i n i ster  a few days ago, P a k i stan endorses t h e  West ' s  
object ions t o  the purchase of arms from the S oc i a l ist  S tates 
by a growi n g  n u m ber of A rab countrie s .  shal l we not d am age 
o u r  fri e n ds h i p  w i t h  t h e s e  n e i ghbour i n g  S ta t e s  and l ay 
ourselves open to the charge of bl indly espousing the West ' s  
cause'! And . b y  taking the stand that M i ddle East u n i ty can 
be estab l i shed only on the basis of the B aghdad Pac t ,  shal l 

we not widen the g u l f  between the two groups of A rab S tates 
and m ake a rapprochemrnt more diffi c u l t '! 

These and a l l ied quest ions need to be carefu l l y  considered 
before the Paki stan G overnment  is al lowed to accept any 
m ore comm i tments either i n  the M iddle East o r  in S outh-East 
A s ia .  Apart from con s i de rat ions of pol i t i c a l  m o ra l i ty .  the 
p r ac t i c a l  i m p l i c at i o n s  of t h e s e  P a c t s  rn u s t  b e  s t u d i e d  
thorough l y  before accepting any n e w  respon s i b i l i t i e s .  The 
advantages of these reg ional  m i l i tary a l l i an c e s  t o  the i r  
Western sponsors are a s  obvious a s  the d i sadvantages to 
Pak i stan; but  h i therto t h i s  country ' s  membershi p  of the two 
Pacts seems to have brought i t  no bene fi t  of any sort-even 
the m uch-trumpeted US m i l i tary aid.  anyhow of doubtfu l 
advantage, i s  said to be comp letel y  ins ign ificant-nor has 
anyone bothered to expla in  what gains are e x pected to accrue .  
I t  i s  absolute ly  essen t i a l .  therefore, t hat before a n y  n e w  step 
i s  taken by the Paki stan Government, the quest ion should be 
p l aced on the anv i l  before the Parl i ament and the country .  
and , after a thorough debate . a c l e ar-cut  pol i c y  devised.  
Without fol lowing such a course. the Government can c la im 
no bac k i n g  for i t s  fore i gn pol icy  dec i s i on s  and n o  rea l  
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authority for making far-reaching commi tments wh ich may. 
at any stage. be d isavowed by the Par l iament or the people .  

1 6  February 1 956 

Pakistan and the West 

The blunt dec laration made by the Bri t ish Foreign Office that 
t he l n do-Pak i s tan d i sp ute over  Kash m i r  and K ab u l ' s  
Pukhtooni stan stunt w i l l  not be di scussed at the forthcoming 
meet ing of the SEA TO Counc i l ,  or at any future meeting of 
this body. and that the South-East Asia Treaty Organisat ion
l ike its Middle East counterpart . the Baghdad Pact-is not 
concerned at all wi th disputes of this nature. should help to 
awaken Pak i s t an ' s  fore i g n  affa i r s  expe rt s  from t h e i r  
somnambul ism. These gentlemen han� in  recent weeks been 
trying very hard to conv ince themselves that the SEA TO 
Counc i l  would somehow he persuaded to serious ly take up 
these two issues. which are known to be of v ital concern to 
Pak i stan .  and that. even if  no other steps were devised 
immediate ly .  the senior partners of the SEA TO set-up would  
a t  l east openly support Paki stan ' s  stand in the di sputes with 
i t s  neighbours. The correctness of Pakistan · s  posit ion and i t s  
Government ' s  l oyalty to the Western al l i ance had probably 
made our pol icy-makers certain that their minimum demands 
would not be rejected . The reject ion has taken pl ace in  very 
definite terms and without much ceremony. It c learly indicates 
that the Pakistan Governmen t ' s  Western friends do not a l low 
ei ther just ice or friend$hip  to i nfluence the i r  po l icies .  I t  a lso 
shows that. once again .  Pakistan ' s Foreign Office has fai led 
to make a correct assessment of the situation. and. what i s  far 
more important  than the exposure of offic ia l  i ncompetence. 
that Paki stan ' s  present fore ign policy is based on a total ly 
fal se premise .  

\Vhen Mr M ohammed Al i  of Bogra led Paki stan into the 
maze of m i l i tary pach and treaties which seek to buttress the 
0:ATO al l iance of imperi a l i s t  PO\\ ers .  he and h i s  col leagues 
m ade m a n y  r i ch  promi s e s  to our peop le  of the  great 
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advan tages that a l ignment with the West wou l d  bri n g  to th is  
country . The most i mportant of thei r  prom i s e s  was that 
Pakistan · s  adherence to U S - s ponsored m i l i tary pacts wou l d  
strengthen i ts  pos i t i on i n  the world .  attract a great deal  of 
support for i ts j u s t  cause.  and thus h e l p  to expedite the 
sett lement of the two i n ternational  d i sputes in  which Paki stan 
is direct ly i nvolved.  Thi s  prom i s e  has been complete ly bel ied .  
In fact .  not on l y  has Pakistan forfe i ted a gre at deal  of i ts  
i nternational  prest i ge and lost  a number of o l d  friends by 
being l i sted as  a camp-fol l ower of the Western bloc.  but  the  
att i t ude of the lead i ng Western powers seems to  h av e  become 
even m ore unfriendly and unsy mpathetic s i nce they real i sed 
that i t  d i d  not need much persuasion to make our rulers 
surrender the ir i nde pendence o l" j udgement and a l l ow Paki stan 
to become a de voted jun ior  p<irtner in the network of treaties  
which seek to preserve the srmus quo i n  the West ' s  spheres 

of i nfl uence . . . W c wou l d  l i ke to make it p l a i n .  however, that 
we do not regard the l ack of Anglu-American s upport for 
Pak i st an i n  i t�  d i .�p ute s w i t h  Ind ia  cllld A fgh a n i stan , the 
unhelpful  nature of US econom i c  a i J .  or the m i serab l e  tr ickle 
of m i l i tary a id that has come to Pak i stan . to be the dec i s i ve 
factors i n  m a k i n g  a fi n a l  appra i s a l  of A n g l o - A m er i c an 
pol ic i e s .  W h i l e  these facts cert a i n l y  he lp  ! ( 1  e x pose the rea l  
a i m s  of t h e  Western b loc .  it s h o u l d  b e  rea l i sed that . even i f  
these symptoms coul d  b e  made t o  di sappear, t h e  s i tu at ion 
would  remain unchange d .  The mal ady l i es  deeper. and i t  h as 
world - w i de ram ification s .  I n  any case, as far as Pakistan i s  
concern e d .  i t  i s  c lear t h a t  our  fore i gn pol icy shou l d  be 
subjected to the searc h l i g h t  of c areful �crut iny .  The Fore ign 
M i n i ster h as promi sed recentl y that al l Pak i stan · �  pacts and 
treati e �  w i l l  be l a i d  before the Parl i am e n t .  Th i s  be l ated 
concess i on to democratic procedure w i l l  not, h c)\vever. a l low 
a remedy to be found for t h e  e x i st ing unhappy state of affairs .  
We wou l d  suggest that an A ll - Parties  Com m i ttee of the House 
sh ould  be set up to e x am i ne the forei gn po l ic y  pursued by the 
Paki stan Gove rnment during the l ast three or four years and 
to study the variou.� pacts t h at have been entered into i n  
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Pak i s t an ' s  n am e .  I n  t h e  l ig h t  of t h i s  Comm i t tee ' s  
recommendat ions .  the Pak istan Government should rev i se i t s  
fore ign pol icy.  base i ts future pol icy dec isions  on a c lear 
understanding of the mot ives of t he Powers which have 
inveigled us into association with a host of dangerous m i l i tary 
pacts .  and bo ld ly  repudiate a l l comm itments  which are 
contrary to our national i nterests and which impinge on the 
country ' s  independence and sovereignty.  

28 July 1956 

Pakistan and the Aswan Dam 

I n  an attempt to analyse the economic and pol i t ical factors 
responsible for the sudden withdrawal of the US offer of aid 
for Egypt ' s  projected high dam on the N i l e  at Aswan. the 
NcH' York Times has a l leged t hat Paki stan . a long wi th Turkey 
and I ran. had opposed the grant of US aid for the dam . The 
newspaper ' s Washington correspondent is stated to have 
written in  a special  report that Pakistan and the other As ian 
B aghdad Pact countries had objected to ' the biggest s ingle 
US aid project"  being undertaken in  a country which was 
' not only neutral but occasionall y  active ly anti-Western ' .  and 
that it was genera l l y  fel t  by them that they had better c laims 
to any funds al located for such p lans .  

Although in  recent years the Pakistan Foreign Office has 
developed a capacity for strik ing the most fantastic attitudes, 
and some of its pronouncements could without much difficul ty 
be compiled into a manual on 'how to lose friends and fail to 
intluence peop le ' .  the conduct ascribed to Pakistan ' s  forcign
policy-rnaker� in the present case cannot easi ly be accepted as 
the \\ hole truth .  lt is quite possible that the American journal ha� 
sought to defend the CS Administration. and to justify its policy 
in regard to Egypt. by sho\\ ing that a number of A-.,ian countries 
not on ly support the S tate Department but were actuall y  
responsible for the decision to  Jet clown Egypt i n  the matter of 
financing a project of great importance to the country ' s  national 
economy. Thereby i t  is  probably intended to prove that US aid i s  
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reall y  not loaded with major economic and political conditions
which, in the present instance, Egypt had refused to accept. The 
world is asked to believe that Washington' s  second thoughts on 
the subject were not a result of right-wing Republican or Jewish 
pressure, but were instigated by a group of Asian States, loyal to 
the Western cause, whose advice could not be ignored. Whatever 
the truth of the matter, it is perfectly obvious that. as far as the 
US decision is concerned, no extenuation of any sort i s  provided 
by the advice that any other country might have given to the 
State Department on the subject. That the US action was based 
on the pri nciple that aid must be paid for by the recipient States 
wi th economic and political concessions finds confirmation in 
the latest decision of the US Congress to suspend military aid to 
Yugoslavia. 

Be that as it may, we are here concerned primari ly with 
Pakistan 's  reported stand on the issue and its l ikely consequences 
in the Middle East. If the Nett· York Times report is  not true, the 
Foreign Office should immediately inform Egypt and other 
countries concerned, and also clear its position before the people 
of Pakistan, for if Egypt and other Middle East countries continue 
to bel ieve that Pakistan had a hand in sabotaging the p lan for 
foreign aid to build the Aswan Dam, it is bound to damage our 
coun try ' s  reputation among nations whose friendship and 
opinions we greatly value. If, on the other hand, someone in the 
Foreign Office has blundered once again, one can only suggest 
that the Cabinet should give its attention to the question, and 
take effective steps to ensure that a demarche l ikely to be 
interpreted in the Arab S tates as an unfriendly act is not allowed 
to take place again. In any event, the issue is of sufficient 
importance and in terest to ru le  out a policy of remaining 
discreetly si lent. 

4 November 1956 

The Real Test 

While the people of Pakistan have unequivocal ly condemned 
the treacherous Ang l o-French attack on Suez  and are 
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demanding resolute action to help Egypt and to t hwart the 
aggressors. the country ' s  offic ial  representatives have e i ther 
spoken with t imorous .  uncertain voices or sought to bypass 
the real issues .  The Prime Mini ster. immediate ly on his retu rn 
from Ch ina .  categoric a l l y  dec l ared that  I s rael was  the 
aggressor in  Egypt . but it i s  surpr is ing that. after the l ater 
developments. lsrae l " s  partners in  aggression and the real 
authors of the scheme to recapture the S uez Canal have not 
been so branded in c l ear terms .  Why cannot  !V1 r H . S .  
S uhrawardy tel l  h i s  people what h e  thinks of the perfidious 
Anglo-French assau l t  on Egypt? Why does he not cond�mn 
the inaiscriminate bombing of peacefu l  Egyptian ci t ies '? Why 
does he not critic i se the Hi tlerian B rit ish u l t imatum to Egypt. 
the confession made by the Bri t i sh Premier that their real war 
aim is control of Suez.  and B ritain · s refusal to abide by the 
UN General Assembly " s  resol ution'? And why does not the 
Pakistan Government draw up p lans to succour Egypt and ih 
al l ies and to h inder in  every possible way the war efforts of 
the Western aggressors'? It i s  of interest to note that the 
cr i t ic ism of the Tories by B ri ta in "s Labour and L iberal 
spokesmen is far stronger than the terms in  which Pak istan "s 
Prime Minister has referred to one of the most shameful acts 
in  the h i story of a country whose record i s  anyhow far from 
clean. 

We fee l  strong ly  that .  i n stead of the Prime \1 inister 
making a representation to the envoys of the three Western 
Powers e xp re s s i ng  Pak i st an ' s  gra\·e concern over  the  
situation. Pak is tan · s first step should have been to register a 
strong protest wi th the British Government against i t s  act of 
brigandage . Mr Suhrav.:ardy has spoken in  somewhat stronger 
terms whi le address ing a group of demonstrators in Karachi .  
The change in  tone is welcome. but  it is  certain ly not  enough. 
So far neither the Prime Min is ter nor an\· other offic ia l  
spokesman has given any indication of \\ hat  steps the Paki stan 
Government intends to take in pursuance of its declared aim 
of helping to restore peace i n  the area. I t  is  obviously not 
enough to make a formal gesture : the circumstances, of the 
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case demand that \Ve should do something concrete and 
tangible to influence the s i tuation. Paki stan should make i t  
known that failure o n  the part o f  Britain and France t o  accept 
the U N ' s  demand for an immediate cease-fire and withdrawal 
of all foreign troops from Egypt ian soi l  w i l l  lead i nevitably 
to certain consequences.  And the most obvious step in this 
re spect  w o u l d  be the severance of  our t i e s  with the 
Commonwealth and immediate repudiation of the Baghdad 
Pact. 

The course of action indicated here is precisely what the 
people of this country want and what the ru l ing party is 
pledged to fol low. Doubts about Mr S uhrawardy ' s  wi l l ingness 
or abi l i ty to carry out this pol icy arise from certain speeches 
made by h im after h i s  assumption of office and his present 
strange ret icence in  regard to the Anglo-French aggression; 
and they w i l l  be strengthened by some of the Pakis tan 
President ' s  speeches on his current tour of Iraq and Tran . 
With Brit ish bombs raining on Cairo and other Egypt ian 
cit ies ,  President Iskander Mirza considered it opportune to 
declare that the Baghdad Pact ' springs from our fundamental 
desire to protect and promote the welfare of the Mus l im 
wor ld ,  in  part i cu lar ,  which stre tches from M o rocco to 
Indonesia ' .  From Morocco to the east the l ink easiest to see 
these days is that of the river of innocent b lood spi l t  by those 
who are the sponsors and senior partners of the Baghdad 
Pact .  How are we going to promote and protect its welfare i n  
all i ance w i th the b iggest enemies of  the .\ilusl im world? I n  
v i ew of  the  Irani an Prime Min ister ' s  declaration that the 
s ituation in Egypt did not call for the i ntervention of the 
Baghdad Pact countries, the Pres ident of Pakistan and the 
Fore ign M inister, who has not said a single word on Egypt so 
far, should cancel thei r  tour and return to Karachi .  Instead of 
th is ,  we hear the fantastic report that the Prime M i ni ster is 
soon to go to Teheran. The rulers of Pak i stan should real i se 
that the present state of affairs i s  far from satisfactory, and 
unless they can take early remedia l  action, the gulf between 
the people and the Government is l ikely to grow, and may 
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wel l  become unbridgeable as far as fore ign pol icy i s sues are 
concerned. 

Now that the Ang lo-French c l i q ue has refused to comply 
with the General Assembl y ' s  d irec t i ve. the A s i an -A frican 
Powers m u st be prepared for a period of v i rt ual  UN i nact ion .  
It should  al so be rea l i sed that  the American att i t ude i s  not  
l i kely to prove h e l pfu l to Egypt .  The Pres ident ' s  prepared 
statement on the subject l eaves no doubt that the U n i ted S tates 
i ntends to cont inue to g i v e  B ri ta in  and France a l l  poss ib le  
help .  The stoppage of m i l i tary aid to Egypt along w i t h  I srae l .  
and i ts  contin uation t o  Britain and France.  fu l l y  exposes U S  
pol i cy:  t h i s  i s .  i ndeed. a strange way o f  honour in g  the 1 950 
Dec l arat ion to stop aggress ion in the Middle East . Further. 
Pre s i dent E i senhower has mere l y  said that the Anglo-French 
act ion h ad been taken i n  error. He does not utter one word of 
d irect cr i t ic ism or disapproval of the B ri t i sh act ion:  there i s  
n o  moral condemnat ion. no mention o f  j u s t i ce.  democracy .  
and peace .  One m i ght  almost s a y  that h e  i s  on ly  cri t i c i s i ng 
their  bad tact ics .  for he does not even di s agree w i t h  the 
objectives of the Anglo-Frenc h i ntervention.  and ta lks  gl i b l y  
of t h e  ' defence of v i ta l  B ri t i s h  i nterest s · .  Parti c u l arly i n  v i e w  
of A meric a ' s  poli c y .  t h e  c hances of t he General A s sembly 
being persuaded to go further  than the re solut ion i t  ha,, already 
a d o p t e d  are e x c e e d i n g l y  s m a l l .  T h i s  p l ac e s  a h e a v y  
respon s i b i l i ty  o n  t h e  A s i an-African S tates who.  i f  they act i n  
u n i son. c a n  acq u i re suffi c i e nt strength t o  s a \  e Egypt from 
rape and destruction.  The action that any State takes in deal ing 
w i t h  the  S uez cri s i s  w i l l  be  the real test  of i ts  pos i t i on i n  
i nternational affairs :  mere words-part i c u l arly w h e n  used i n  
v ague general i sat ion s-are not enough.  W e  would l ike t o  
hope that t h e  Pak i stan Gm ernment w i l l  not fai l  t h i s  test .  

1 4  !\ 0 \  ember 1 956 

Darkness at High Noon 

I t  appears cert a i n  that \1r Fi roz K han Noon ' .;,  conduct  of 
Pakistan ' s  fore ign re l a t i on" \\ i l l  gain spec i a l  d i s t i n c t i on only  
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for an obst i nate deafness  to nat i ona l  demands ,  a deep 
at tachmen t  to  the Wes tern v i e w p o i n t ,  and a l ac k  of 
understanding of the trend of current  events .  With in a few 
weeks of h i s  being i nstal led at the Foreign Office, t h i s  
erstwhi le  gal l ant  Knight Commander of  the Order of the Star 
of India has rev i ved h i s  wel l-earned reputation for being 
meaningfu l ly s ilent or say ing the exact opposite to what i s  
expected of a publ ic  representat ive,  and for betraying an 
ignorance so abysmal,  an i neptness so shocking, that even a 
barely l iterate member of some sma l l-town committee would 
appear more knowledgeable and capable in com parison . 
Admi ttedly, the respons ib i l i ty for any action of the Foreign 
Mini ster, or his studied i naction, i s  shared by every member 
of the Cab inet and, i n  part icul ar, by the Prime Min ister. 
Nevertheless ,  i t  is obvious that the policy devised at Teheran 
has evoked Mr Noon ' s  wholehearted support even if he i s  
n o t  i t s  author; therefore, h i s  acts and utterances deserve 
attention . 

I t  i s  amazing  but true that, s ince the Anglo-French-Israe l i  
invasion of Egypt, Paki stan ' s  Foreign Min i ster has not  sa id 
one s ingle word in  sympathy for the v ic t im of aggression or 
in condemnation of the aggressors. His fi rst public comment 
on the Suez War was made recently in  London ,  when he 
went  ou t  of h i s  way to dec l are that ' Egypt  had been 
humi l iated and defeated by Israel-of course, w i th the help 
of B ri ta in and France ' .  He al so had the temerity to dec lare 
that I srael had ' come to stay ' .  Thi s  is not al l .  Pakistan ' s  
Foreign Min i ster went on  to  suggest that the I srael i  S tate 
s h o u l d  n o w  be rec og n i sed  b y  the  w o r l d .  For  any  
representat ive of  Paki stan to  appear exul tant at , or even 
unconcerned about, Egypt ' s  defeat, or to suggest at th i s  
j u nc tu re tha t  the  nat i on of Zion i s t  bandi t s  shou ld  be 
recogni sed , i s  an act  of  sheer madness.  The fact that Paki stan 
and many other countries have refused to recognise  th is  i l l 
begotten State expresses a desire for i t s  ext inction; a t  any 
rate , it means that, as long as I srae l does not surrender the 
i l legal gains  i t  has made w ith Anglo-American help,  i t  does 

473 



474 

Paki stan:  The First Twelve Years 

not merit, and wi l l  not get. the treatment reserved for c iv i l i sed 
S tates. S ince then Israe l .  act ing as an instrument of Anglo
French imperia l i sm.  has waged an aggress ive war against 
Egypt. This act ion has. i n  fact .  resuscitated the quest ion of i ts 
very ex istence even in  the minds of non-Mus l im countries .  
Bu t  the Foreign Minister of Pakistan has an original bent  of 
mind:  he seems to fee l  that I srael should be rewarded for i t s  
serv ice to the West  by ful l-fledged recognit ion.  B y  such queer 
utterances the Fore ign Min ister has humi l iated the people of 
Pakistan. and his act i \' i t ies tend to defeat the very purpose 
which inspired our struggle for freedom . For his London 
performance alone.  a lt hough it is by no means the only 
example of h i s  shining genius .  Mr Noon should be compel led 
to resign the h igh office he now holds. 

Further. j udging by Press report s from London. the 
Fore ign Minister seems  to have been bl i ssfu l l y  unaware of 
the fact that the West ' s  B i g  Three Powers had i ssued a joint 
dec laration in  1 950. p ledging themselves to safeguard the 
frontiers between I srae l and the Arab States and to ass i st any 
State which was attacked-a declaration wh ich each one of 
them has dishonoured. Apparently. :Mr Noon also did not 
know that France was a member of SEA TO. And. then.  i t  is 
strange that Mr Noon should find t ime to visit  London and 
meet S ir  Anthony Eden and other p lanners of the criminal 
Suez War. but he had no time to attend the Colombo Powers · 
Conference. Of course . in the first p lace. Mr Suhrawardy 
himself should have  gone to consult with the Prime Min i sters 
of the Colombo Powers to devise a joint po licy on behalf of 
the B andung Powers to aid and succour Egypt. In any case , 
for Pak i s tan · s  Fore i g n  M i n i s t e r  t o  be  en te rt a i n e d  
ostentat iously by the Bri t ish Government a t  a t ime when the 
havoc they have wrought in a brother country has not been 
repaired. and their invading hordes have not been expe l led 
from Egypt. is .  to say the l east. highly improper. 

I t  \vould appear from Mr Noon ' s  strange words and deeds 
that he is st i l l  l iv ing in  the dim past-the days when service 
to the Brit ish was accepted by men of his c lass as the high 
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road to advancement. and when it was proudly said by the 
B ri t i sh  and their lackeys that the sun never set on the Bri t i sh 
Empi re. S ince then the Empire has shrunk considerably,  and 
i t  cont inues to shrink: and, as in the Middle East. the process 
of i t s  l iquidation i s  be ing hastened by the desperate crimes of 
those who guide Imperial pol icy. In many l ands the struggle 
has already yie lded resul ts .  and the people are able to bask i n  
the sunshine o f  freedom. I n  others, the long n ight o f  s lavery 
has been overtaken, but the dawn of freedom appears to have 
been thwarted. Bu t  th is  can only mean temporary delay,  for 
the whole firmament is now aflame .  It seems,  however. that 
Mr Firoz Khan Noon and other veteran supporters of the 
B ri ti sh cause either have been dazzled by its brightness, or 
they have del iberately shut the ir  eyes: their confined, nan-ow 
m inds seem to be cloaked i n  complete darkness at h igh noon. 

24 January 1 957 

Provocative Tactlessness 

Mr H .S .  Suhrawardy ' s  recent effus ion on the subject of 
Egypt ' s  determination to guard its sovereignty w i l l  general ly  
be v iewed as an example of provocative tactlessness. Apart 
from the fact that h i s  novel polit ical theory appears to be an 
exerc i se in sophi stry, it i s  d ifficu l t  to  understand why he 
cons idered it necessary and proper to enunciate i t  at th is  
part icu lar t ime. I t  i s ,  first ly,  most  unusual  for the Prime 
Mini ster of a country to make a d i rect attack on the pol ic ies  
of  another S tate unless there i s  a major c lash of i nterests 
between the two. Secondly, statements of this nature are 
bound to have the effect of widening the unfortunate c leavage 
that has sp l i t  the Mus l im States of the Middle East region 
i nto two groups-on the one h and, the pro-Western group of 

Baghdad Pact powers. and on the other, the majority of Arab 
S tates who fol low a pol icy of non-al ignment w i th Power 
b l o c s .  Las t l y ,  and  t h i s  fo r u s  i s  a m o s t  i m por tan t  
consideration,  i t  seems strange that, a t  a t ime when Paki stan 
needs the support and vote of every country represented at 
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the United N at ions .  Mr Suhrawardy should go out of h i s  way 
to make a dec l aration that i s  certain to annoy Egypt and her 
Arab a l l ie s  and t hereby reduce the pos s ib i l i ty  of the i r  
support ing Pakistan ' s  just stand on the  Kashmir question. 

The Prime M i nister is  reported to ha\'e said that ' the 
people s i t t ing in Cairo have not understood the meaning of 
sovereignty · .  He went on to say that · sowreignty does not 
mean the e xerc i se of power for annoying other people.  If it is  
used for arriv ing at agreements \\ i th other Powers. they ( the 
Egyptian s )  think i t  i s  curtai lment of sovereignty.  In fact .  it is 
n ot ' .  That the tone and purport of this rigmarole seek to 
chastise the Egyptian regime i s  c lear enough. but what exactly 
i t  means in  the context of Egypt ' s  recent h istory remains a 
matter of conjecture .  I t  would.  perhaps. be unfair to suggest 
that Mr Suhrawardy implies that the only proper exerc i se of 
sovere ign ty  by a smal l coun try is to wh i t t l e  down i t s  
sovereignty.  What. then. is  Egypt ' s  fau l t?  I s  i t  gui l ty of  some 
offence because it refused to bow before Ang lo-French 
b lackmai l .  because i t  fought back against  the invaders? 
Sure ly ,  i n  the cris i s  over Suez. and the subsequent war of 
aggression by t)1e three al l ied Powers . Egypt adopted the 
on ly  course of  action that cou l d  be taken by any se l f
respect ing nat ion .  Further. Egypt has always been w i l l ing to 
negoti ate a sett lement of the S uez Canal quest ion. but i t  
just ifiably asserts the right to exercise ful l  sovereignty over 
the Canal Zone. Egypt has never sought to stop the ships of 
any peaceful nation from p ly ing between S uez and Port 
Said-except in the case of Israe l .  with which Egypt and 
other Arab States are sti l l  in a state of war .  Would  not 
Pakistan do the same in  s imil ar circumstances? Can Egypt be 
b lamed for th is .  or for · annoying ·  B ritain and France by 
defending its sovereignty against their attacks.  for ins ist ing 
that the aggressor powers should withdraw from its terri tory 
before the Canal is opened to traffic'? . . .  

The point we wish to stress here i s  t hat. even if Paki stan ' s  
pol i t ical differences wi th Egypt and i t s  Arab al l ies cannot for 
the present be e i ther e lim i nated or reduced. there is no reason 
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why Paki stan ' s  representatives should make hosti le statements 
that are l i kely to exacerbate our relat ions wi th these countries 
and, by echoing the opinions or prej udices of the imperia l is t  
Powers, tend to lower our prestige among the Arab nat ions .  
We earnes t ly  hope that the Pr im e  M i n i ster ,  and other 
digni taries whose comments on i nternat ional affairs receive 
spec ial  notice throughout the world ,  w i l l  henceforth observe 
normal d ip lomatic propriety and caution in the matter of 
i ssu ing press statements, and will a lso res i s t  the temptat ion 
of making dec l arat ions which-whi l e  they may br ing them 
kudos in the eyes of the West--are l i ke l y  to damage 
Pak is tan ' s  posit ion among the Asian-African Powers . 

27 February 1 957 

Diplomatic Impropriety 

In complete-and, perhaps .  de l iberate-d i sregard of the 
protest voiced in Parl iament against  the impl ied cri t ic i sm of 
Government ' s  policies by another US diplomat, the American 
Ambassador in Pak i s tan has made a statement which w i l l  
general ly be  v iewed a s  a serious breach of the code governi ng 
the pub l i c  utterances of diplomats .  Speaking at the Dacca 
Press Club, Mr Horace H i ldreth is reported to have dec l ared 
that ' cr i t ic ism of Pak istan ' s  foreign policy general ly came 
from people who were uninformed and unaware of the facts 
of l i fe ' .  Whil e  the Ambassador of a foreign country i s  free to 
shower praise on the Government to which he i s  accredited, 
it is un iversa l ly  accepted that he must not perm i t  himself to 
say anyth i ng that savours of intervention in l ocal pol i t ics .  I n  
condemning al l the cr i t ics o f  the Pak i stan Government ' s  
fore ign pol icy as ignoramuses.  the US Ambassador has not 
only v io lated the ru les  of diplomat ic  conduct  but i n su l ted a 
l arge number of parties-inc lud ing the pol i t ica l  party to 
which the Prime Minister owes al legiance-and the wide 
sect ions of  our  people who support them . Further, Mr 
H i l dreth ' s  remark that the  problem of agr icu l tural y ie lds 
cannot be solved ' by ta lk ing ' could a lso be read as cri t ic i sm 
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of the Government and people of t h i s  country. the i m p l i cation 
being that this i s  about al l  t hat Pakistan i s  doing to deal w i t h  
the problem.  

Whatever the Paki stan Go\'ernmenf s re lat ionship w i t h  
the Government o f  the L! n i ted State s .  n c ry self-respect ing 
Pakistan i w i l l  re sent the U S  A m bassador ' s  brazen atte mpt to 
dabble in l o c a l  p o l i t i c s .  The Fore i gn Office mmt t ak e  
i m mediate not ice of a performance t h at goes beyond mere 
i n d i scretion and can only be regarded as a rn-,e of gross 
d ip lomatic i m propriety.  In other countries A m bassadors have 
been dec l ared perrnnu 11011  grara for saying a great deal less .  
Even i f  the Pak i stan Government i s  n ot prepared to take any 
drast ic  step.  the v e ry l e ast i t  can do is  to warn t h e  US 
A m bassador and h is  Govern m e n t  t hat Paki stan w i l l  n o t  
t o l e r a t e  c r i t i c a l  c o m m e n t s  m ade i n  p u h l i c  a b o u t  a n y  
Government pol icy or about the peop l e · .,  att i tude on a -.,uhject .  
nor wi l l  i t  al l m\ Amhas-,adors tu attack pu l i t i cal  part i e s  or 
otherwi se take sides in local pol i t ical  tu,s les .  

14  March 1 957 

Mr Hildreth Again 

W i t h i n  three weeks of his i mpert inent Dacca statement . . .  the 
US Ambassador i n  Pak i s t an has.  once again.  transgressed 
agai n st one of the m o s t  e l em e n t ar_' r u l e s  of d i p l o m a t i c  
conduct .  I n augurati n g  the U S I S  Centre at Quetta.  M r  H o race 
A .  H i l dreth is reported to h ave cr i t ic i sed the speech m ade by 
an Opposi t i on MP during the recent N at i o n a l  A s se m b l y  
debate o n  fore i g n  p o l i c y .  arg u i n g  t ha: t h e  \kmber \\ as vv ron g 
i n  h i s  anal y s i -.,  of the mot ives  \\ h ich  gu ided A m e ri c a ' s  aid 
programm e s .  If i t  is  true that the L S  A mbas sador spec i fi c a l l y  
ment ioned the \!1 P ' s  speech and tried t o  an s \\ C r  i t  pub ! i dy
a n d .  con s i de r i n g  t h e  fac t  h i s  Dac c a  u t t c ra n c \: r:> m a i n s  
uncontradicted and unexplai ned. the Quetta report m < t \  be 
pre s u m e d  to be c orrec t-\!I r  H i l d r e t h  appears  w ktv e  

comm i tted. for the th i rd or fourth t ime.  the graw s i n  of openly  
i nterfering i n  Paki stan ' s  dome stic affairs . . .  I t  i s .  olw i o u :-. l y .  
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not for us  to adv ise the United S tates S tate Department wi th 
regard to the desirabi l i ty of instructing al l US Ambassadors 
to conduct themselves i n  accordance w i th i nternat iona l  
custom and usage, but we would l ike to reiterate that the 
Pakistan Government. and part icu larly the Foreign Office, 
must ensure that the representatives of no fore ign Power are 
a l lowed to abuse Pak i stan ' s  hospita l i ty by dabb l ing in l ocal 
poli tics .  And if. for some reason , the Fore ign Office does not 
consider i t  necessary to exact observance of the re�trictions 
on the speeches of foreign diplomats that are universa l ly  
respected, Paki stan ' s  c it izen-. should be informed accordingly, 
so that they can either res ign themselves to an unhappy, 
undignified s i tuation, or protest so loudly that the habitual 
deafness of our foreign-pol icy-makers can be overcome. 

15 March 1 958 

Pakistan and the West 

I f  Mr Firoz Khan Noon ' s  denunciation of the West ' s  double
faced pol ic ies  had rai sed any hope of a rational reappraisal of 
Pakistan ' s  rel ations wi th the NATO powers, i t  wil l  not surv ive 
the  speeches made more recent l y  by Mr Muzaffar A l i  
Qiz i lbash i n  endorsement of SEA TO ' s  aims and deci sions .  A 
week ago, the Prime Mini ster voiced, in reasonably strong 
terms ,  Paki stan ' s  acute d i s sati sfaction wi th the one-sided 
pacts that it has joined on Western beckoning. Admitting that 
these pacts do not help to advance any of Pakistan 's  v ita l  
national in terest s ,  that  they have brought us  no effective 
pol it ical support, that the arms sent to this country are mostly 
obsolete, and that the mi l itary and economic aid is not only 
inadequate but so tied up wi th condit ions that i t  does not 
rea l l y  he l p  to s trengthen Pak i s t an ' s  pos i t i o n ,  M r  N oo n  

promi sed the country that Pak i st an wou ld repudiate  i t s  
a l l iances wi th the Western Powers if they continued to fol low 
their policy of malevolent neutra l i ty i n  regard to the Kashmir  
dispute. The Prime M inister ' s  stand, which was supported by 
the  main Oppos ition party and welcomed by many for i t s  
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frank descript ion of the predicament in which Pakistan fi nds 
i t s e l f. h a s  b e e n  v i t i at e d  by the l nd u \ tr i e s  M i n i s t e r ' s  
i n temperate utterances at M an i la .  What \ a l ue can anyone,  i n  
t h i s  country or abroad. p lace o n  the Prim e  \1 i n i s te r ' s  word 
when a senior member of h i s  Cabinet \ i rtua l ly  contradicts  a 
m ajor pol i cy statement.  and then noth i ng more is said on the 
subject '? Are the peopl e  to assume that \1r l\oon · s  -.,peech 
was mere l y  a begg ar ' s  rude protest against the i n adeq uacy of 
the alms g i ve n .  and that his reference to p r i n c i p l e s  and 
pol ic ies  w as mere e yewash'! 

Even apart from th is  aspect of the matter. \fr Q i z i lbash · s 
performance at the S E A  TO Conference can bring h i m  and 
h i s  Government no cred i t .  He spent a great deal of h i s  t i m e  
t i l t i n g  v i gorous ly  a t  t h e  w i ndm i l l s  o f  Com m u n i st subversion. 
and ignored no opport uni ty  to e x h i b i t  his complete al l e g i ance 
to the American cause and h i s  b l ind host i l i ty  to  the Sov i e t  
U n ion:  h i s  cr i t ic i sm o f  the S m  iet  peace proposal  for A s i a . 
for i n stance. was c o uched i n  offensive.  alm ost abus ive .  term s .  
Th i s  att i t ude h a s  al ready mack a l arge n u mber of countries 
suspicious of. or u nfri endly to.  Pak i stan. w i thout w in n i ng for 
i t  any re al  friends among the \Vestern PO\\ ers.  To pers i s t  i n  
try ing to prove that Pak i stan wants to b e  t h e  West ' s  best al ly  
i n  Asia i s .  to say the least .  not l i ke ! !  to enhance our pre s t i ge 
i n  the world.  N o r  i s  the I ndustries M i n i st e 1_

.
s strong plea for 

the d ivers ion of a l l  Western aid to the A s i an member" of 
Western ' defence · pacts  l i ke l y  to y i e l d  any tangible re s u l t s .  
M r  Q i z i l bash ' s  statement c learl y i m p l i e s  that.  s i nce Western 
aid i s  m e an t  to se rve as a rew ard for loyal and obedient  
fr i ends  or  c a m p - fo l l o \\ C r s .  i t  � h o u l d  n o t  be wasted o n  
countries which p u r s u e  a neutral  o r  independent pol icy .  Th i s  
h u m i l i at i n g  req ue s t  for m ore a i d  i s  not l i k e l y  t o  b e  accepted.  
for the s imple reason that no one understands the aims tlf the 
\Vest ' s  a i d  program me better than the  donors them � e h  es.  
There i-.,  n o  possib i l i ty of \Ve stern aid to I n d i a  or Afghan i stan 
or B urm a or Ceylon be i n g:  stopped: the Weq \\ i l l  c e rt a i n l y 
not abandon the�e and other neutra l i st State-., to \\ l1at it c al l -.  
So\ · ie t  econo m i c  penetrat i o n :  nor \\ i l l  i t  run the r i '-> k  of 
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weakening its economic re lations with such vast and rich 
markets: and i t  undoubtedly wants to continue to exerc i se 
some i nfl uence over the pol icies of their Governments. The 
complaint  that these States make the best of both worlds w i l l  
a l so  not take us  anywhere, for Pakistan ' s  own policies are to 
b lame for the fact that i t  i s  wholly dependent on the NA TO 
groups  of S tates  and h as p rogre s s i v e ly weakened i t s  
bargaining posit ion . . .  

1 1  March 1 959 

US-Pakistan Pact 

The Pakistan Foreign Secretary 's  efforts to convince himself 
and the country that the new US-Pakistan Pact represents a 
departure from the unequal agreements that form the basi s  of 
Pakistan 's  assoc iation w ith the Western al l iance have not been 
very successful-and we have waited in vain for Washington 
to v indicate his position . In the first place, the document itself 
provides evidence of America's continued adherence to the 
strange principle out l i ned in various US dec larations, that 
A mer ican h e l p  is ava i l ab le  o n l y  again s t  ' Comm u n i s t 
aggression · or aggress ion by a State · under the control of 
international Communism · .  This position has been reiterated 
by clear implication in the Treaty signed at Ankara on 5 March, 
because it is said that the United States is acting ' in  accordance 
with the Mutual Securi ty Pact of 1 954 and related laws ' .  Any 
l ingering doubt on the point  has been ban i shed by the 
assurances g iven to I nd ia  by Mr Bunker, the US Ambassador 
at New Delh i .  and the statement of Mr L incoln White. who. 
speaking on behalf of the S tate Department, has declared in 
clear. unambiguous terms that the Pact docs not go beyond 
already exi sting authority as approved by the Congress. and 

that i t  is based on the Ei senhower Doctrine. Further. he has 
said even more bluntly that the agreement 'did not provide for 
US aid to Pakistan in the event of an Indian attack ' .  Hitherto . 
i t  was always said that the US-Pak istan mi l i tary agreement 
was defensive in character. and that US anns, being avai l able 
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only for defence. could not be used against India. B ut now M r  
W h i te was asked pointedly whether the Pact would apply ' if 
India committed aggression against Paki stan · .  And h i s  answer 
was that it wou l d  not. After t h i s  unequivocal defin i t ion .  it 
appears to be somewhat futi le to go on pretending that US 
pol icy has undergone a drastic change on this subject. and that 
hencefonh Pak i stan can depend on US help i n  m atters other 
than those that d irectly concern Li S interest s .  

Apart from a n y  quest ion of the Pac t " s  i nterpretat ion.  w e  
fee l  t h a t  Pak istan · -.  pol icy of m i l i tary al ignment w it h  t h e  
We stern b l o c  i s  o n e  of t h e  legac i e s  of past regimes which  
docs not  seem to have been subjected to a proper apprai sa l .  
We h ave al ways h e l d  that  such assoc i at i on for an u nder
devel oped country l i ke Pakis tan i s .  in the bal anc e .  harmfu l .  
W i th t h e  passage o f  t i m e  t h e  m i sg i v i n gs that \\ e e'\prcssed i n  
1 954, when M r  G h u l am .V1 ohammad and M r  '.\1ohammed A l i  
o f  B ogra switched t h e  country · -.,  fore ign po l i c y .  h a \ e prm ed 
to be correct .  For e x am p l e .  i t  was said i n  j u s t i ficat ion of 
these pacts that .  as a re sul t  of US m i l i t ary a i d .  Paki stan would 
he able  to d i ve rt a l arge part of i t s  own defence e xpen d i ture 
to other  t a s k s  o f  n a t i o n a l  rec o n s t r u ct i o n .  a n d .  t h u s .  i h  
econom ic development v. ou l d  receive an unprecedented fi l l ip .  
I n  actual  fact.  h owever. t h i s  h a s  not h appened.  '\ o t  only has 
Pak i stan · s  m i l i tary e xpendit ure con t i n ued to increase. hut i t  
appears n o w  t h a t  a t  l east a part of t h i s  increase has been a 
d i re c t  re s u l t  of U S  m i l i tary a i d .  M r  D a v i d  B e l l .  a U S  
econom i .., t  who was.  u n t i l  recent ly .  Deputy D i rector o f  the 
US advi sory group in P ak i stan. sa id recently that · Paki stan 
has spent too m u c h  for m i l i tary purpose s .  and has been 
encouraged by the US m i l i tary a id programme to spend even 
more than it should.  and that. as a re s u l t .  t h i s  B aghdad and 
S EATO m i l i tary a l l y  of the l n ited S tates i s  bare l y  hold ing 
i h  own econom ical l y " .  The present GO\·ernment.  fort unately.  
h as real i sed the nece -,s i ty  of p ru n ing al l  nun-dn e l opmental 
e x pe n d i t u re .  i n c l u d i ng that on defence:  and.  t herefore . a 
<. p c c i a l c o m m i t t e e  h a �  h e e n  app n i n tc d  to e x a m i n e t h e  
po-.,si b i l i t y  o f  c u tt ing down expend i t u re on t h e  armed forces .  
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Another common argument in favour of jo in ing the 
Western al l i ance was that huge amounts of fore ign aid would 
be made available to Pakistan , and that this would speed up 
i ts  economic progress .  I t  i s .  of course . true that a substant ia l  
amount of aid has been received in  recent years. But .  fi rst ly .  
how much has  i t  contri huted to the country ' s  permanent 
development? What part of i t  has been \Vasted or spent on 
providing wel l -paid jobs to experts and contractors from the 
donor countries'! To what extent has the improper use of 
foreign aid been a resu l t  of local inefficiency or po l i t ical 
instab i l i ty ,  and how much has i t  been due to the condi t ions 
attached to Western aid'! Different people may have differen t  
answers to  these quest ions.  bu t  i t  i s  p la in  enough that. whi le 
figures of the tota l  a id received over the last five years are 
most imposing on paper. ih impact on the country ' s  economy 
is  not very impres .� ive. And whereas Pak is tan has apparently 
accepted the West ' s  friends and enemies as ih own friends 
and enemies. a l arge number of othe r As ian and African 
countries are rece iv ing  larger chunks of We�tern-sponsored 
aid and loans wi thout committ ing themselves to support of 
the West--and. therefore. \\ i thout shutri ng  the door to help 
from other countries. I t  i s .  therefore. unreasonable to hold 
that aid to Paki stan would have been cut lhwn to negl igibl e 
proport ions i f  it had not  jo ined the m i l itary pacts .  

The supporters of this pol icy also be l ieved that .  because 
of i ts  membersh ip  of these pacts. Pakistan could depend on 
the sen ior partners of the Western a l l i ance for pol i t ica l  
support. Let  i t  be remembered that Paki stan then had no 
quarre l with the Soviet U nion or China. I t s  serious d isputes 
were and st i l l  are with i ts nearest neighbours. India and 
Afghan i '>tan. In both case-s-whereas Pakistan has made a 
g i rt of s trong Sov iet  su pport to I n d i a  and A fghani �tan by 

s id ing with the West in the Cold War--it has not been able 
to en l i s t  the he l p  of its Western friends for i tself. On the 
quest ion of Kashmir .  not a s ing le  American or Br i t i sh 
statesman has e\ er publ ic ly supported Paki stan ' s  stand: and 
the Uni ted Nations has never heen asked to condemn India 
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for its refusal to carry out the tripart ite agreement on Kashmir. 
On the question of ri ver waters. the i r  s tand has been equal l y  
neutral . And. i n  regard t o  Afghanistan. American diplomats 
are reported to have advocated various p lans for p lacating 
Kabul .  without. in  any way. helping Pakistan to persuade the 
Afghan rulers to abandon their irredent i st c laims to a part of 
our territory . Thus we see that. in  our d isputes \Vi th  India,  
where that country seeks to freeze the status quo and our 
i nterests demand a change i n  the s i tuat ion .  the Anglo
American group seem unprepared to  l i ft their l i t t le  fingers to 
bring about  the desired change. On the other hand. in rel ation 
to Afghanistan. where wi thout any real just ification Kabul 
desires a change in the srorus quo.  our friends are easi ly 
persuaded to suggest schemes for special concess ions to 
appease Afghanistan. On the other hand. Pakistan has.  by 
standing on the side of the colonial Powers. forfe i ted some of 
the prestige that i t  enjoyed among the Afro-Asian countries
and part icu larly the \'1 iddle East .  

II.  FANTASTIC C H OI C E :  
GENERAL FOREIGI\' POLICY TRENDS 

12 June 1 949 

Pakistan and the World 

The announcement of the Pakistan Premier·s forthcoming vi sit 
to Moscow at the special invitation of the Soviet Government 
has been widely welcomed in this country. The Soviet i nvitation 
i s  generall y  interpreted as recogni tion of Paki stan · s grow in g  

importance in world affairs. and i t s  acceptance as proof that 
Pakistan · s  present membersh ip of the Bri t i sh Commonwealth 
does not involve the subordination of her foreign policy to the 
interests of the Anglo-American bloc. The SO\ iet mow has 
considerable  s ignificance and due recogn i t ion of the p lace 
Pakistan occupies in the world by a great power is extremely 
gratifying: but i t  should not be forgotten that any country " s  
greatness and imp011ance depends primaiily on her O\Vn strength . 
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irrespective of whether one country. however powerfu l ,  gives i t  
formal recognition by  a special gesture l ike the one made by the 
Soviet Government. Thi s  strength, in its tum, is dependent on 
internal economic and social stabil ity and, in  external affairs , on 
the justness and firmness of her foreign policy; as increasingly 
Pak is tan perfects her posi t ion wi th  regard to both , her 
international status wil l  automat ically be enhanced. The second 
general reaction can be regarded as a healthy manifestation of 
our people ' s  spirit of independence, their hatred of imperialism 
in any form, and their keen desire to remain out of other peoples' 
wars. However, in itself the Moscow visit does not mean much 
more than that the Governments of the two neighbouring 
countries seek to establish normal diplomatic relations on a 
friendly basis .  The people of Paki stan, as their spontaneous 
approval of the Moscow visit has shown. would be extremely 
happy if it is  proved that the move signifies a break with the 
doubtful foreign policy pursued by the Pakistan Government 
and Karachi ' s  determination to fol low henceforth an independent 
course of action in world affairs. Our Government' s  future policy 
should set at rest the serious fears and doubts aroused by 
Pakistan ' s  wholehearted effort in the recent past to make the 
Commonwealth cause her own . . .  The demand for diplomatic 
re lat ions w i th the USSR,  China and other countries has 
repeatedly been made in Pakistan; we hope this wil l  now be 
done without further delay. The Foreign M inister, during his 
press conference, mentioned a practical difficulty. namely, the 
paucity of trained ' personnel ' .  As far as Ambassadors are 
concerned, Government would certainly be able to get the right 
persons if they did not l imit their choice to ex-Ministers of the 
Central Government and Muslim businessmen from India; while 
on the secretarial level, if we could not find suitable persons, 
they should have been specially trained by now. We hope all 
further delay will be avoided in making Pakistan known directly 
to every important country in the world. The growth and 
development of nations is governed by no fixed rule. In the year 
and a half of its existence Pakistan has created a certain place for 
herself in the world. The t ime has come to discard all vestiges of 
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our nonage in the fie ld of diplomacy and stake our c l aim as a 

mature.  ful l - grown and i ndependent nation. Let the worl d  know 
that a new force has entered the arena. and let Pakistan · s  message 
of freedom and social j ustice resound in the chance l l ories of the 

world. To rise to our fu l l  height and achieve the world posit ion 
to which we aspire .  much hard \vork needs to be done in  every 

sphere of nat ional act i v i ty:  the problems fac ing Paki stan today 

call for zeal and de\ otion and. giwn the right leadership. \\ c 

have no doubt that our people are capable of overcom ing these 

difficult ies  and building the sol id struct ure of a great Pak istan . . .  

3 April 1 953 

Foreign Aid 

The Pakistan Finance M i nister" s recent declaration in Parl iament 

t hat " t h i s  nation wou l d  rather stan e than accept ( fore ign ) 

assi s tance for food w i t h  strings attached to i t "  e xpresses a 

sentiment that w i l l  be echoed by ewry patriotic Paki stani who is 

ful l y  conscious of the serious consequences of succumbing to 

t he conquest-through-aid pol icy of today · s  neo-imperial ists .  I t  

would obviously be absurd t o  interpret this  statement as refeITing 

only to foreign assi stance given for food. for if we are prepared 

to starve rather than accept food g i fts or loans with strings 

attached. the quest ion of our making political.  economic. or 

m i l i tary concessions i n  return for a few out-elated planes or 
machines.  and some fore ign scholarsh ips or lect ure-tours by so

cal led experts .  s imply does not ari se.  The Finance M inister ' s  

statement o n  the subject must .  there fore. b e  interpreted and 
d i scussed in its broadest sense . Those who are aware of the 
sorry fate of the Asian and European countries which have 
suITenclered their i ndependence i n  ret urn for foreign aid w i l l  
earnest ly  hope that t h i -.;  statement i s  inte nded to b e  a finn pol icy 
dec laration.  and that  the Paki stan ()m ernment · s  future act i ons 

in the field of foreign affairs \\ i l l  be guided by the sound principle 
e nunci ated b\'  M r  Mohammed Al i .  

I f  the Pak i s t an Go\  e rnrnent are determined to refrain from 
g i v i n g  e c o n o m i c  conc e -, s i o n ..,  and acce p t rn g  po l i t i c a l  o r  



Paki stan and the World 

mil i tary commitments in  return for foreign aid, not only must 
they disi l l us ion Western statesmen and m i li tary leaders who 
make no secret of the fact that they regard Paki stan as a part 
of their sphere of i nfluence, but they must a l so break off 
certain exist ing agreements with the Western powers which 
c learly impinge upon our freedom of action . . .  

The fore ign pol icy pursued by Pak i stan p la inl y  indicates 
the Government ' s  l ean ings  towards the Western b loc .  
Notwithstanding the l awyer ' s  quibbles resorted to by  the 
Fore ign Mini ster, i t  is c lear that Pakistan has not yet evolved 
a strong fore ign policy-based on complete neutral i ty in the 
Cold War-which judges every issue on i ts merits ,  and makes 
no compromi se with those who hold mi l l ions of our Asian 
and African brethren i n  bondage and seek to expand and 
consol idate the ir  empires-by persuas ion where poss ib le ,  
through b loodshed where necessary . A part from other 
examples of the Foreign Min i stry ' s  predi lection for avoiding 
oppos i tion to the pol icies of the Anglo-American bloc, the 
spate of cringing speeches made recent ly by our envoys i n  
America and Great B ritain cannot be ignored i n  apprais ing 
the present  Governmen t ' s  att itude.  Therefore , whi le we 
wholeheartedl y  approve Mr Mohammed A l i ' s  statement, it i s  
necessary to state in unequivocal terms that, i f  his brave words 
are to serve any purpose beyond staving off Par l iamentary 
cri t ic ism, the Government of Paki stan must not on ly dec ide 
and declare that they w i l l  not under any c ircumstances bind 
themselves to any Power bloc , but they must also extricate 
the country from exis t ing American aid agreements and 
s imi lar Commonwealth programmes and, final ly ,  w ithdraw 
from the B ri t i sh Commonwealth. 

24 October 1 953 

Islam's ' Patrons' 

I t  i s  a strange i rony of twentieth century history that during 
this period more than one potential aggressor has mounted 
the world stage as a patron of I s lam and protector of the 
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Muslim world. whose extent and importance.  on the one hand. 
and its present pol i t ical \\-eakness .  on the other. makes i t  an 
attractive hunting ground for the neo-imperial ists . Armed with 
guns and gold. these gentlemen seek to exploit  the \1usl ims '  
love for their rel i gion for purposes that have noth ing to  do 
with I s lam and are. in fact .  harmful to the freedom cause of 
the Mus l im nations groan ing under the tyrannous rule  of 
fore ign imperi al ists or their agents .  It i s  stranger st i l l  that the 
West ' s  bid to dominate the Musl im world has invariably 
found support among a certain number of \1uslims who. for 
reasons on which we need not di late .  promptly take up the 
s logan coined by these spurious wel l -wishers of I s lam and 
Musl ims.  In the post-war world. the mantle of the late S ignor 
Benito Mussol in i-who had himself photographed on a white 
charger being · acclaimed· by �orth African M usl ims as the 
' protector of Is lam ·-seems to have been inherited. among 
certain other part'> of the A x i s  programme.  by the US 
Pres ident .  And.  in  keep i ng wi th  trad i t ion .  we find  that 
Wash ington · s programme of · protect ing'  the world of I s lam 
i s  enthusiastical ly being endorsed by a number of Musl ims.  
including some from Paki stan . 

The latest example of the needs of I slam and Musl ims 
be ing  v i ewed through Wa�h i ng ton -rnacle spectac l e s  i s  
provided b y  n o  less a person than D r  Ishtiaq Hussain Qureshi .  
Paki stan ' s  Minister for Educat ion.  who is currently o n  h is  
second tr ip  to the Cnited States w i th in  the last two months. 
S peaking at the new I s l amic Centre in  Washington . Dr 
Qureshi devoted most of his speech to pnwing the ' utter 
i ncompat ibi l i ty of Is lam and Communism · and to assuring 

his American friends that the \1usl ims of e\ cry country would 
s ide \\ i th · democracy · .  A l though. in the context of today ' s  
Cold War pol i t ics .  D r  Quresh i  · s  words could hardly be 
misunderstood. in order to leave absolutely no doubt in the 
minds of his l i steners-\\ ho might easily have resented his 
talking of al l  men being equal-he went on to declare that 
the peoples of the L'SSR · s  Asian Republics were · not happy 
and \\ e knO\\ i t ' .  \Ve need not discuss here whether or not 
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the Uzbeks and Kazakhs are happy with the tremendous 
progress they have made since thei r  rel ease from Czarist 
oppression. or what information the Education Min ister has 
on the subject that i s  not gathered from American m agazines 
or comics.  Nor is it necessary to ask why Dr Qureshi  did not 
consider i t  appropriate to mention the sufferings i nfl icted on 
the Musl ims of North Africa and the Middle East by the 
N ATO powers as a part of what the French Foreign Mini ster 
has cal led the war of the Cross against the Crescent. Dr 
Qureshi 's acceptance of Washington • s distorted view of world 
affairs has no great significance, but s ince he is sti l l  a Minister 
in the Central Cabinet, the people have a right to know 
w hether  h i s  u t terances  t ru l y  expres s  the P a k i s tan  
Government ' s  foreign pol icy . . .  

8 October 1 954 

Foreign Policy 

The recent statements and speeches made by Pakistan · s Prime 
Minister and Fore ign Min ister clearl y indicate that the change 
in  our fore ign pol icy-which became noticeable soon after 
Mr Moham med A l i  was nominated to succeed Khwaj a  
Nazimuddin-has now been pushed to completion . The pol icy 
enunciated by the first two Prime Min isters of Paki stan was 
one of non-alignment with Power b locs ,  and of seeking and 
maintaining friendly re lations w i th al l S tates which were 
prepared to l ive in  friendsh ip  with us. Paki stan had p ledged 
herse lf to j udge each i nternat ional issue on its merits ,  and to 
support the cause of world peace. She promised. and in l arge 
measure gave ,  her  fu l l  s upport to the c ause  of se l f
determi nation of a l l  peoples ,  and invariab ly  s ided with the 
ant i-colon i al powers in an effort to serve the l i berat ion 
movement of subject nations. A l though there could  be ,  and 
often was, some disagreement with the manner in which the 
Pakistan Government handled part icul ar i nternational i ssues, 
there was wide agreement i nside the country on the theoretical 
bas i s  of Pakistan ' s  fore ign pol icy .  It was general ly accepted 
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that such a pol icy was guided by en l ightened self- interest. 
and that for a country like Paki stan. fac ing grave international 
difficul t ies and internal problems. it promised the best chance 
of peace and the opportunity to tackle her vast tasks of 
reconst ruct i on .  One expected that .  as t ime  passed.  and 
Paki stan · s  rulers gained in  experience and matur i ty .  such a 
fore ign  p o l i cy wou ld  gradua l l y  be  r id  of some of i t s  
weaknesses  and vac i l l at ions .  and eventua l l y  become a 
guarantee of the country" s steady and uninhibited progress .  

Regre ttab ly.  these expectat ions  have been be l ied.  The 
Mohammed A l i  Government seem to have abandoned the 
path outl ined by their predecessors, and have undertaken a 
voyage in to waters that are both deep and dangerous .  Instead 
of arniding involvement i n  the East-West Cold \Var. Paki stan 
has for all pract ical purposes become a ful l  member of the 
expanding American · grand a l l i ance · .  which seeks to weld a 
l arge part  of the  wor ld  i n to a c l ose l y - k n i t  sys tem of 
i nter lock ing  m i l i tary treat i e s .  The i ndependent pos i t ion 
h itherto assumed by Paki stan has been forsaken. and the 
Prime Min ister says.  with extraordinary bl untness .  that every 
country must  l ine up w i th e i ther of the two world camps, 
imply ing thereby that in today · s  world i ndependence of 
judgement in i nternat ional affairs must be surrendered by a l l  
except the  leaders of  the  two PO\ver b locs. Proceeding from 
this fal se premi se .  i t  i s  said that Paki s tan · s  i nterests l i e  wi th 
the West  and.  irrespect ive of a l l  other considerat ions .  she 
must inev i tably  accept the posit ion of a c lose a l ly  of the 
Western Powers . 

The results of the drastic change of pol icy in i t iated by Mr 
Mohammed Al i  are c learly perceptib le .  Whereas some time 
ago i t \\ as taken for granted that Paki stan would  soon leave the 
Bri t ish Commmrn ealth. and in any case i t  was agreed that the 
dec is ion on the subject would be made by the Consti tuent 
Assembly. the Prime \1in ister has now dec lared wi th amazing 
confidence-which can be due e ither to complete certainty of. 
or utter d isregard for. popular sanction-that Paki stan w i l l .  
even after becoming a Republ ic .  remain a member of  the 
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Commonwealth. The pol icy of seeking direct ly  the friendship 
of Asian and M usl im Sates has been replaced by one of trying 
to persuade them to join a common treaty organi sation with 
the US and Great Britain. The pol icy of seeking friendly 
relations with every country in the world i s  given up and, 
instead, al l Socialist countries are viewed wi th an unreasoning 
host i l i ty borrowed from Washington . Strange as it may seem, 
Pakistan M in isters are found apologising to American Press 
correspondents for having taken the sane decision of according 
recognit ion to the People ' s  Republic of China. It is considered 
necessary to reiterate their disapproval of the Chinese regime; 
of course. no such necessity arises in the case of Fascis t  Spain 
or of an imperia l is t  State l ike France, which i s  engaged in  a 
campaign of ruth less terror that i nc l udes the bombing of 
i nnocent men, women. and chi ldren i n  a v icious attempt to 
drown in  blood the North African people ' s  determination to be 
free. The stand in support of the perfect l y  j ust demand for 
China's admi ssion to the United Nations has v i rtual ly been 
given up, and the bri l l iant argument c i ted by Chaudhri Zafru l la  
Khan i s  that postponement of th is  question for a year i s  
essential because it has become a controversial issue. Pakis tan 
had so far conducted a laudable campaign on behalf of the 
peoples of the M aghreb, and thereby earned the respect of the 
Arab nations and everyone e l se genuinely devoted to the 
democratic cause. But Chaudhri Zafrul la  Khan ' s  l atest general 
pol icy speech in the United Nations Assembly i s  strangely 
s i lent on the North African i ssue. Two years ago, in the Paris 
General Assembly,  the Paki stan Foreign M ini ster ' bowed wi th 
deep respect and grat itude · to the delegates from the Social is t  
S tates for their cons istent support of the cause of freedom and 
democracy. Today, without any change in the circumstances 
which then i nspired the Foreign Minister to point out the facts 

of international l ife, Chaudhri Zafrul la  Khan delivered a speech 
which could have done credit to a McCarthy.  

These few examples show the great shift that has taken 
pl ace in Paki stan ' s  fore ign pol icy over the l as t  e igh teen 
months.  Thi s  orientation has been brought abou t  wi thout 
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taking note of pub l ic  opm1on and w ithout consul t ing the 
coun try ' s  P ar l i a me n t .  It h as no democrat i c  san c t i o n  
whatsoever. Kor has there been any defini te indication of 
what returns are expected by the architects of the new foreign 
policy. Even those who do not see any great disadvantage i n  
closely al igning ourselves with the Western bloc o f  imperia l i st 
Powers are deeply perturbed by the fact that th is  al l i ance has 
been an altogether one-sided affair. The financia l  help and 
aid given to Pakistan by the US is genera l ly  appreciated. but 
i t  is pointed out that other countries have obtained the same 
or a greater quantum of aid wi thout changing their whole 
foreign pol icy .  and thus w i thout any loss of prest ige or 
posit ion. The Government ' s  promise that US m i li tary aid 
would provide tangible support to the country · s  economy, 
and release a large part of our own resources for peacefu l  
tasks. i s  v iewed wi th growing scept ic i sm.  I t  i s  also fel t  that 
the grant of such aid w i l l  not make any v ital d ifference to 
Paki stan · s  armed strength .  But even if these calcu lat ions are 
somewhat pess imis t ic .  i t  i s  necessary for the po l i t i ca l ly  
conscious sections of  our  people to  take serious note of the 
current developments and decide whether the pol i tical price 
Pakistan is being asked to pay in advance is too h igh for any 
promised benefits .  A l though Pakistan is faced with a number 
of serious and, some m ight say. more int imate problems. the 
foreign pol icy that i s  being implemented by the Pakistan 
Government cannot be ignored or neglected. for the s imple 
reason that i t  i s  not j ust a question of whether Pakistan has 
voted correctly on an issue involving distant. far-off lands 
and alien peoples .  As the report about the negotiat ions for a 
Treaty of Friendship. Commerce and Navigation with the 
Uni ted States has revealed. our foreign pol icy w i l l  determine 
and affect almost every facet of national l i fe .  We would 
earnest ly request every th inking Pak istani to demand that no 
further commitments should be made . and no pacts ratified 
by the Paki stan Government. unless the grave i ssues involved 
have been d iscussed and considered by the people and their 
genuine representatives . . .  
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25 October 1 956 

Foreign Relations 

The fulfi lment-after many postponements-of the Pakistan 
Prime Minister's engagement to v i s i t  China, his discussion 
wi th the l eaders of that country ,  and the promise of an early 
return trip to Paki stan by Mr Chou En-Lai , provide a welcome 
augury for friendl ier and more frui tfu l  rel at ions between these 
two ne ighbouring States .  In ret rospect ,  the l ag between 
acceptance of the inv i tat ion from Pek ing  and the Prime 
Min i s ter ' s  v i s i t  to Ch ina  does  no t  seem to h ave been 
u nprop i t i o u s  because , in compar i son  w i t h  h i s  t w o  
predecessors. Mr H . S .  Suhrawardy can speak on  behalf of 
this country w ith greater authority and i s ,  therefore, ent i t led 
to be heard w i th greater re spec t .  Pri m ar i l y ,  t he  Prime 
Minis ter ' s  strength l i e s  in  the  fact-unique in  the  recent 
h i story of Mini sterial pol i t ics in Paki stan-that he has at his 
back a l iving pol it ical party ,  which--at least in the country ' s  
eastern wing-has deep roots among the people and enjoys 
their support .  Thi s  fact .  above all e l se ,  gives Mr Suhrawardy ' s  
posit ion a measure of the dignity and authority that were 
lacking so conspicuously in others-and, part icu lar ly ,  in the 
gentleman from Bogra. I t  also encourages the hope that the 
new, healthier pol i t ical trends that are beginning to be born 
may lead to a rational reorientation of Pakistan ' s  foreign 
rel at ions .  Whether this hope can be sus ta ined ,  and the 
people ' s  expectations in this regard are al lowed to material ise .  
remains to be seen . . .  

I n  h i s  f irs t  broadcas t  as Pr im e  M i ni s ter  M r  H . S .  
Suhrawardy had declared : " Let  i t  be understood that we mean 
what we say, that our word is our bond · .  Certain Western 
publ icists in terpreted this to mean that the new Government 
was p ledging i tse lf to stand by al l the old m i l i tary pacts ;  on 
the other hand, the people w i l l  expect Mr Suhrawardy to 
honour ful l y  the word he and his Party have given to the 
people ,  even if  i t  has to abandon the pledges made to their 
foreign friends by the Musl im League l eaders. When the two 
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p l e dges confl ic t ,  as they are hound t o .  the cho ice t h at the 

S u hrawardy Cabi net makes  \\ i l l  determ ine the fut u re p attern 

o f  events for the cournry and.  t o  a l arge e x. t e n t .  a l so dec ide 

t h e  Government ' s  own fut ur e .  

26 December 1 956 

Sino-Pakistan Friendship 

The j o i n t  statement i s sued by the  Pri m e  :V1 i n i sters of Pak i stan 

and C h i na a t  the end of t h e i r  recent  t a l b-resemhl ing: c l ose ly  

i n  both tone and L· ontent  the  decl arat ion m ade hy them at  

Peking t w o  months ago-may be sa id  t o  m ark the end of the 

f irst  phase i n  t he development of fri endly t ies  between t h e se 

two n e i gh bour ing S tate -; .  It i s .  of course .  tru e  t h a t .  from the  

very beg i n n i ng .  re l at i o n -,  between Pak i qan and C h i n a  have 

n e \ e r  h e e n  u n fr i e n d l y .  t h at d ur i n g  re c e n t  y e a r '  c u l t ur a l  

c o n t ac h  a n d  c o m m e rc i a l  e x c h a n g e -,  h e t \\·een t h e m  h an :  

i mproved com i derah l y .  t h a t  no u n to\\ ard i nc i d e n t  has  e \  e r  

m arred the steady m a t u r i n g  of S i no-Pak i s t an friend s h i p .  a n d  

t h at .  as t h e  P r i m e  \'li n i sters · state m e n t  under l ines .  t he re i s  no 

confl i ct  o f  i ntere s t s .  N everth e l e s s .  desp i te such pro p i t i o u s  

c i rc um stance s .  contach between t h e  t\\ o c o u n t r i c '  h a\ e been 

s lo w  t o  de\ e lop.  and fu l l  adrnnt:1ge h a s  not  been taken of a l l  

t h e  vast  opport un i t i e s  t h at e x i s t for rn u t u a l l )  hcnefic· i a l  co

operat ion in v ari ous  fie l d s .  The m e e t i ngs that  have taken 

p l ac e  in rec e n t  m o n t h s  b e t w e e n  the l e aders of t h e  t w o 

countr ies  should  enable t h em t o  overcome an) h urd l e s  that  

they may e nco unter i n  carrying out  t h e i r  oft -repeated comm on 
de s i re for c e m e n t i n g  S i no-Pak i , tan fri c mb h i p .  A part from 
the h i g h - l e v e l  d i scu s s i o n s  that h aw taken p l ace on prohl crn s 

of m u t u a l  i nterc\l .  the \ i s  i t  of \ l r  Chou E n -Lai  to Pak i s t an

on the pattern of \1r S u h ra \\ ardy · ,  tr i p tu C h i na-�\\ j ] J  a l l m\ 

the  C h i nese l eader to make a deeper s tud)  and g �l i n  �; better 

apprec i a t i o n  of Pak i stan ' s  p ro b l e m s .  He h a '  a l ' n  : 1 .tci the 
opport u n i ty t o  fee l  t h <c' p u l -,e o f  o ur  peop l e :  to \\  i t n e , ,  , he i r  

affect ion for Ch i n a  and respe c t  for t h e  achin >' J:it: n t s  i t  has 

m ade under the l c ader,h i p  of the  Peopl e ' s  Go\ ernment . to 
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see the i r  l ove for peace and a genuine des i re to l i ve i n  
friendship wi th a l l  other countries. and to ensure a sett lement 
of i nternational di sputes through amicable means on  the bas i s  
of  democrat ic  j ust ice.  

The Prime Min isters have reiterated the desire of their  
Governments to fac i l i tate the solution of  the two countries ' 
respective problems on the basis of peace and justice. The 
manner in which th is  resolve i -;  implemented i s  anyhow 
important for the two countries .  and i t  i s  l ikely to greatly 
influence the course of their relations .  For China. the most 
important question is that of its admission into the Un i ted 
Nations. This  matter clearly constitutes the biggest pol i tical 
scandal of the present era. A nation of 500 mil l ion people i s  
denied representation in  the United Nations, and a Government 
which is more firn1 ly establ i shed in the hearts and minds of the 
Chinese people than any other Government in that country ' s  
long and chequered h istory. is prevented from sending i ts  
nominees to speak on China ' s  behalf in  UN counci ls ;  instead of 
China ' s  real voice, what the world hears Sat UN forums is the 
undignified raving of the personal nominee� of a di lapidated ex
dictator. While the non-recognition of China by the United States, 
and thus by the United Nations majority. harms China's prestige, 
it also damages the prestige of the United Nations and the cause 
of world peace. This is an issue on which China deserves ful l  
support from every country i nterested i n  justice and peace. I t  i s  
regrettable that, al though Paki stan was among the first few 
countries of the world to recognise People ' s  China, i t  has not 
always fol lowed a conect and consistent policy in this regard. 
We would l i ke to hope that the Pakistan Government wil l  revise 
its policy on this question. particularly because the rest i tution to 
China of her rightful place in the Uni ted Nations should enable 
her to play a more effective role in the cause of Asian-African 

freedom and world peace. And we earnestly desire and hope 
that, in regard to other problems of concern to Paki stan and 
China, the two countries wi l l  work in close co-operation to seek 
their early solution on a basis of international moral i ty ,  justice, 
and acceptance of the peoples ' right to self-determination. It 
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should be realised that the settlement of local disputes is  urgently 
necessary. not only in the interests of peace and concord. but 
also to prevent imperialist powers from taking advantage of 
such disputes to further their own interests in the region. 

Finally .  the Karachi statement has laid great stress on the 
pursuit of peace . Part icularly in the context of the disturbances 
caused in the Middle East and in Eastern Europe. and the danger 
that exists of such a smal l  conflagration bursting into the flames 
of World War Three. it is  necessary that a l l  possible efforts 
should be made to prevent a further outbreak of hosti l ities in any 
part of the world.  and thus save mankind from the total 
destruction of an atomic war. One may also expect that. when 
both these countries work honestly and detem1 inedly to ach ieve 
this common objective. their paths wi l l  begin to converge. 
Further. it wi l l  be widely hoped that the high-level contacts that 
have been establi shed between Pakistan and China w i l l  be 
strengthened. and that the exchange of visits by State dignitaries 
wi l l  be repeated \\ hencwr opportunity presents itself. Further. it 
is essential for both countries that their commercial t ies should  
be  strengthened and the present \·olume of trade increased. I t  i s  
equally necessary that the exchange of  goodwi l l  and cultural 
delegations that has developed over the last year or t\VO should 
be continued and improved upon. Pakistan and China have 
everyth ing to gain from a close and intimate friendship: whi le a 
l ack of friendship or estrangement between them can only 
weaken the cause they stand for. We hope that the first handclasp 
between Pakistan and China that we have witnes"ed now wi l l  
help them to  cherish each other ·s friendship. to  learn from each 
other. and to march together towards a hright future-marching 
in  the same direction. even if they do not con-,ider it convenient 
to march in step. 

28 April 1 957 

Pakistan and Algeria 

A fe\\ day s  ago. on the suggestion of an Oppos i t ! nn \1P. the 
Pakistan Parl iament .  inc luding the Speaker. stood up in  a 
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body to observe a two-m inute s i lence in honour of the 
A lgerian martyrs and to pray for the success of their cause . 
Thi s  splendid gesture undoubtedly reflects the feel ings of the 
people of Pakistan ,  and it w i l l  certa in ly be highly appreciated 
by a l l  the Arab peoples. It was also a t imely gesture. for i t  
fol lowed reports showing that i n  one week alone more than 
800 A lgerian nationa l i sts had been ma:-sacred by the French 
armies .  and that this was the beginn ing of a new campaign of 
indiscriminate b lood-lett ing in yet another attempt to set the 
seal of final i ty on A lger ia ' s  integration with France . 

I t  seems perfectly obvious that the French rulers have 
decided to make a desperate bid to smash the A lger ian 
people ' s  determ ination to cont inue their struggle against a 
ru th l e s s  i mperi a l i sm .  Another  reason for the mood of 
desperation that has sei;:ed the Quai d 'Orsay is probably the 
mount ing indignation w i th which the people of the world
not  exc lud ing France-are protest ing  aga i n st the brutal 
methods employed by the French armies against Algerian 
patriots . . .  

I t  w i l l  be agreed that, in these grim c i rcumstances ,  the 
fraternal gesture of support to Algeria made by the Paki stan 
Parl i ament is not enough. It must he fol lowed by more 
concrete act ion to succour A lgeria ' s  strickt>n people .  And. 
further,  when the Parl i ament unan imous ly honours the 
A lgerian martyrs and pray:- for thei r  success. the Pakistan 
Government is logical ly expected to do something tangible 
about helping A lgeria and thwarting its torturers. The present 
pos i t ion is most anomalou s .  The anomaly is wel l  i l l ustrated 
by the fact that on the day our Parl i ament reg istered ih 
support for A lgeria, a Lahore c inema showed a Paki stan 
Government newsreel which proudly l i �ted France as a friend 
and al ly of Pak i stan, one of the countries that would stand by 
us in the defence of freedom and democracy. This s trange 
divergence must be ended if Par l iament ' s  actions are to attract 
the respect they meri t ;  and only when it has been ended w i l l  
i t  be poss ib le for Pak i st an ' s  representat ives a t  the U N  t o  
perform their duty of  compe l l ing the Asian-African bloc and 
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other countries to take a fi rm stand and m ob i l i se suffi c ient 
strength to compe l  France to hold her b loody hand in A l geria .  

February 1 958 

Fantastic Choice 

Pak i stan ' s  d i p l omat ic  representat i o n  i n  fore i g n  l ands has  
never  been very sati sfactory. Now and then.  as i f  by mere 
chance. the r ight man i s  p i cked for a su itable post and he i s  
able t o  serve the country w i th dist inct ion.  General l y  speaking.  
however. those who control these appo i ntments do not  seem 
to real i se that our A mbassadors. Cons u l s  and U N  delegates 
p l ay an exceedingly  i m portant rol e  i n  mould ing Pak i stan ' s  
rel at ions wi th  the rest o f  the wor ld .  Far too often dip lomatic 
as s i gnments  ha\'e been regarded as s i necures that  cou ld .  
w i t h o u t  any g re a t  d i s ad v an t a g e .  be d i s t r i b u t e d  among 
faniured offi c i a l s .  friends and rel at ions .  or po l i t i c i an s  whose 
pre sence at home i s  considered i nconwnient ur undes i rable .  
As a re su l t .  dur ing the  last  ten years . m any m i sfits have been 
al l owed to occupy respon s ib le  posit ions in the d ip lom at i c  
s e rv i c e :  t h e y  h a v e  i n va r i ab l y  d o n e  n o  re a l  good-an d 
'>Omet i me s  a great deal of harm-to Paki stan · s i n te rests .  Even 
so. i t  w i l l  not be ,:; asy to think of anything more fantast ic than 
the Government " s  l atest dec i si on to appoi n t  Prince A l y  Khan 
as Pak i stan · s Pennanent Representative at the U nited N at ions .  

I f  Pr ince A l y  K han had been known to have m ore in  
common wi th  h i s  l ate father than l ove for horse s .  if  he had 
i n he ri ted �ome of the t h i rd Aga K han ' s  other q u a l i t ies
i n stead of j u s t  his stables-the propo<,i t ion m i ght have been 
cons idered Jess u nreasonable by our people .  What is more. 
the Prince is not ewn a c i t izen of Pak i stan . He has no roots 
i n  th i "  country. no l i nk\  w i th the people.  and can. t herefore. 
h �l\ e no umkr�tanding of the i r  sent iments and aspirat ions .  
Prince A l y  Khan undoubte d l y  possesses other  q ua l i t ies  w h i ch 
endear h i m  to h igh soc iety in many a land and m ake h i m  one 
of th� bc-,t-knmrn i nternat ional p l ayboy s .  B ut i t  is ob\' ious  
that h i�  k n mrn accom p l i shments do not  qual ify h im for what 
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is  general ly  accepted to be an extremely tough dip lomatic 
assignment. And neither the Prince ' s  dist inguished l ineage, 
nor the fact of h i s  friendship with men who matter in Paki stan 
today. provides sufficient cause for overriding these weighty 
considerations agains t  his appointment to a senior d ip lomat ic 
post .  We would.  therefore . most strong ly  urge the Central 
Government to recons ider its decision to name the Prince
errant as Paki stan ' s  chief spokesman before the United 
Nations .  

While on  this subject, i t  is  necessary to  rei terate that the 
greatest care must be exercised in the selection of our UN 
delegation. A perusal of past records shows that less  than half 
of the delegates chosen in any year could ever be expected to 
make any inte l l igent contribution to UN discussions; the rest 
were sent out in the pursuit of purposes that had nothing to do 
with the United Nations or safeguarding Pakistan ' s  interests in 
the world organi sation. It is a lso necessary that Pak i stan 's  U N  
delegation should  have a greater measure of continuity than i t  
has had in  the past. In the first place. Pakistan ' s  Permanent 
Representative should be a person of outstanding abi l i ty ,  
capable of hard work, and wi l l i ng to devote himself to this job 
for more than one season. The delegation should consist  of the 
best men available in the country. and the sekction should not 
be confined to any part icu lar walk of l ife nor restricted to 
members or sympathi sers of the rul ing part ies .  If certain 
persons prove their worth in U N  debates and discussions, they 
should be sent out year after year so that advantage can be 
taken of t he i r  e xper ienc e .  U nfort unate l y ,  in Karach i ,  
membership of the U N  delegations i s  apparently regarded as a 
good holiday at publ ic  expense . with the result that not only 
has the general selection been poor, but  if a capable person is  
chosen , by accident, he appears at  the UN for a few months 
and is never heard of again .  The old policy and o ld  methods 
must be revised, so that Pakistan should always be represented 
by a strong and capable team of delegates who can, by their 
conduct and abi l i ty .  win friends and votes at the Uni ted 
Nations .  
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III. GROSS IMPERTINENCE: 

PA K-AFGHAN RELATIONS 

5 August 1950 

Afghanistan 

The Shah of Iran · s  reported proposal for a · cease-fire · i n  the 
cold war between Pakistan and Afghani stan i s  n ot l ike ly  to 
take these two countries very far towards the estab l i shment of 
friendl y relat ions.  Paki stan. in further proof of her good w i l l .  
has already agreed to accept a propaganda truce provided. of 
course. that our truculent northern neig hbour can be persuaded 
to fol low sui t .  I t  is feared. however. that even if  the authorit ies  
at  K abul  forn1al l y  accept the plan for a temporary peace on the 
propaganda front.  \\ hich is anyhow problematical .  i t  wi l l  m ake 
l i t t le  or no difference to the e xist ing tension between the t w o  
State s.  The Afghan GO\ ernment ' s  host i l i ty cannot be treated 
as a m inor m atter. based as it  is on the r idiculous irredentist  
c laim to a l arge and strategical ly important part of Paki stan ' s  
territory . K abul  has sought t o  use I ndo-Paki stan confl icts t o  i t s  
own advantage. and there i s  n o  doubt that certain e lements i n  
I ndia have encouraged and. probabl y ,  financed Afghan i stan · s  
c a m p a i g n  a ga i n s t  Pak i s t a n . H o w e v e r  m e a n i n g l e s s  
Afghan istan · s c lai m s  m ay be, they d o  possess a nuisance value.  
Nor are there any i ndications to show that Afghan i stan · s  ru l ing 
c i rc l es i ntend g iv ing up thei r  host i l e  att i tude. On the contrary . 
as i n ternal  d i sc on tent w ith the m i srule of an authoritarian 
regime i s  heightened. the K abul  Government i s  l ike ly  further 
to i ntens ify i t s  propaganda in an effort to d i vert the people " s  

attention from t h e i r  real problems.  Jn these c i rcumstances, i t  i s  
widely fe l t  that t h e  Paki stan GO\ ernment should g i ve u p  i t s  
pol icy of appeasement.  a n d  take a more posi t i ve stand tO\vards 
o u r  n e i g h b o u r .  E c o n o m i c a l l y .  P a k i s t a n  c a n  b o t t l e  u p  
Afgh anistan \Vi thout any great effort and with hardly any effect 
on i t s  own economy.  A dose of the medic ine that K abu l " s  
ru l ers are used t o  w i l l  probabl y c ure them o f  the i r  medieval 
dream " ·  
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21 October 1950 

Afghanistan 

The Afghani stan Ambassador in India, who passed through 
Lahore recently on his way to Kabul ,  i s  reported to have said 
that his Government would make all efforts to achieve 'a 
compromise wi th Pakistan over the question of the creation 
of Pukhtoonistan ' .  The purpose of Sardar Naj ibu l l ah Khan ' s  
present journey to  Kabul ,  after a rather short stay a t  Delhi ,  i s  
no t  known; nor  can  i t  be said if  the  presence in  Kabul of  the 
B r i t i s h  H i gh  Com m i s s i oner  i n  I n d i a  has any  spec i a l  
s ignificance. B u t  i f  these journeys between Delhi and Kabul  
are in  any way connected with the Afghan Governmen t ' s  
reported intention to  trying to  negotiate a ' compromise ' with 
Pak istan, the diplomats concerned should real ise that they are 
j us t  wasting  their  t ime .  The Government and people of  
Pak i stan have made i t  abundant ly clear to a l l  concerned that 
the territorial i ntegrity of Pakistan cannot become the subject 
of any compromise negot iat ions and, further, that Pak istan 
regards the Durand Line to be the irrevocable internati onal 
frontier between this country and Afghanistan .  Any other 
complaints that the Kabul Government may have against the 
Government  of Paki s tan can  be d i scu s sed  and  set t led 
amicably, but the ir  preposterous c lai m-with neither legal 
nor moral backing-to territories lying within our borders i s  
something that no  one i n  Pakistan i s  prepared to cons ider on 
any terms .  

The Paki stan Government ' s  pol icy towards Afghanistan 
has, of course, been crit icised by the country ' s  Press and 
cert a i n  sec t i o n s  of p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  b u t  o n l y  because  
Afghan istan ' s  i ntrigues and fulminations have been treated 
with a tolerance that seems to have been misunderstood across 
the border as weakness. Despite the sustained and mal ic ious 
propaganda campaigns  from Kabul and the period ica l  
i ncursions in to  Pak istan territory, our  Government has not 
taken effect ive retal iatory measures ,  and has even continued 
most of the pre- 1 94 7 economic concessions and favours. 
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While  the des i re to h aw friendly rel at ion s  w i th Paki stan · s 
northern ne i ghbour i s  readi l y  understood and apprec i ated, i t  
i s  w i d e l y  fe l t  that t h e  G m ernment  m u s t  n o v.  st i ffen i t s  
att i tude t o  scotch th i s  n u i sance o f  a m i n i at ure c o l d  w ar. The 
l a s t  t h re e  ) e ar s  h a \ C  p n1 Y i d e d  a m p l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  
Afghan i s tan · s  i rrespon s i v eness  t o  Pak i s tan · s  gest u re s  of 
fr iendsh i p .  Therefore . \\ hether Kabul  ·s  pre sent po l i cy is  
d i c tated by i nsane adventuri s m .  or by the i n terests of a thi rd 
power. the Pakis tan GO\ ernment should seriou s l y  consider 
the de s i rab i l i ty of d i scarding the \ e lvet g l ove to show our 
tru culent  neighbour that a pol i cy of host i l i ty towards Paki stan 
can only y ie ld  bitter re s u l t s .  

20 April 195-1 

Pak-Afghan relations 

The strange and unexpected shift that is  reported to have 
taken p l ace rec e n t l y  in Pak - A fghan re l at io n s  rem a i n s  a 
cur ious  m y stery . S i nce Parti t i o n .  at K ab u l ' s  i n it i at i v e .  a 
m in i ature cold w ar has been ragi n g  between the two S tates ;  
and.  des p i te Pak i st an · s ass iduous efforts to c u l t i v ate friendly 
t ies  w i t h  her M u s l i m  n e i ghbour on the \vest .  the Afghan 
Government  has persi sted i n  i ts att i t ude of b l i n d  host i l i ty 
which first s hocked opi n ion in Paki s tan then surpri sed the 
world when the Afghan delegate at the U N  rai sed h i s  so l i t ary 
v o i c e  a g a i n s t  P a k i s t a n · s  m e m b e r s h i p  of t h e  w o r l d  
organ i sat i o n .  I n  rec e n t  we e k s .  fo l l o w i n g  t h e  U S  V i c e 
Pres idenf s v i s i t s  t o  Kabul  a n d  K arac h i .  t h e  pend u l u m  o f  
Pak- A fghan re l a t i o n s  s e e m s  to h a Y e  s w un g  to t h e  other 
extrem e .  and i t  is  sa id that .  at  Ameri c a · s  s uggest ion ,  the two 
GO\·ernmenh are c u rre nt ly  negot i at ing an agreement which 
em i sages a \ i rt ual merger of the t \\ o S t ates .  A l though an 
anonymous spoke s m an of t h e  Pak i stan Fore i g n  A ffa i rs 
M i ni stry has described fore ign and local  Pre ss report s .  which 
speak of secret ta lks  for a federation of the two countries.  as  
be ing · \\ i thout fo undat ion .  and pure specu l at i on · .  there c an 
be l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h at s o m e  n o v e l  p l a n i s  u n d e r  ac t i v e  
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consideration at both Karachi  and Kabu l .  The comments in 
the American Press, and the unexplained comings and goings 
of senior diplomats between the two capitals ,  c learl y indicate 
that important developments are in the offing, even if formal 
negotiations on the subject  have not so far been in i t iated. 
Whi le  the des i rab i l i ty  of ending the co ld  war between 
Pakis tan and Afghanistan, and of basing their relations on 
friendly co-operation and mutual respect for each other ' s  
sovereignty and territorial i ntegri ty, i s  man ifest ,  the proposal 
which i s  now being bandied about, as a part of the Dulles 
p lan for Asia,  needs to be considered wi th c ircumspection .  
A meri c a ' s  s take in t he proposal  i s  perfect l y  obv i o u s .  
Washington already regards Paki stan a s  a safe member o f  the 
American bloc . one of the Asian S tates wi l l ing to join the 
network of mi l i tary pact s  sponsored by the United States .  If 
Afghanistan could  somehow be l in ked wi th Pakistan, U S  
strategists probabl y  v isual ise the poss ib i l i ty o f  being able to 
estab l i sh  bases along the extensive Afghan-Soviet border. 
K abu l  may wel l  be persuaded to appreciate the economic 
advantages of such a scheme suffic ien t ly  to accept i t .  
However, none of  the condit ions that are said to comprise the 
draft agreement on the subject seems to offer any advantage 
to Paki s tan . B y  underwr i t i ng Afghani s tan ' s  backward 
economy, and by forging c lose l inks wi th a feudal autocracy 
on a basis sati sfactory to Kabu l ' s  rulers, it seems that Pakistan 
would gratu itously be undertaking new burdens-which it 
w i l l  not be easy to su stai n-and invi t ing new po l i t ica l  
complications. 

I t  i s ,  of course, not possible to discuss with any degree of 
defini t iveness the pros and cons of the matter to undertake i ts 
proper appraisal before the p lan i s  made known in  greater 
detai l .  In any case, the Paki stan Government m u s t  p roceed 

with the utmost cauti on wi th regard to a proposal which 
seemingly expects this country to p lay the role of pul l ing 
chestnuts out of the fire for the benefit of others. Every effort 
t o  normal i se P ak-Afghan re la t ion s ,  t o  fos ter  m utua l l y  
advantageous economic co-operation. and to persuade Kabul  
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to abandon its r id icu lous  i rredent i st c la ims  to Paki s tan 
territory. must be continued: and any progress made in th is  
d irection wi l l  widely be \\ elcomed in  this country . Bu t  the 
new-fangled scheme which i s  being-or is l ikely to be
discussed can. for good and sound reasons. only be v iewed 
with suspicion. part icularly in  view of its alien authorship.  
We hope. therefore. that the Pakistan Government wil l  not be 
hust led into making any awkward commitments. and that a 
definite pol icy on this important i ssue w i l l  be formu lated 
only after carefu l ly  considering its various impl ications and. 
i t  is necessary to stress. after consult ing public opinion. 

7 April  1 955 

Afghan barbarism 

As more detai led-and more horr ify ing-information about 
the recent outburst of Afghan barbarism is  made ava i lable .  
the need for urgent act ion to deal  effectively with the gr im 
s i tuation in that benighted land becomes more imperat ive .  At 
Kabu l .  Jalalabad. and Kandahar. offic ial representatives of 
the Paki stan Government have been assaulted and insulted. 
their property has been systematical ly looted or destroyed. 
and even the ir  women and chi ldren have not escaped the 
terror let l oose by Afghan istan · s  rul ing cl ique. Despite the 
formal express ion of regret by the Afghan representat ive at 
Karachi .  the v iolent ant i -Pakistan campaign has not abated, 
and the professional hool igans .  who seem to be the chosen 
instruments of the Kabul reg ime ' s  insane pol ic ies .  have not 
been l eashed . W h i l e  l i t t le or noth i n g  is k nown about the 

present pos i t ion in Jalalabad and Kandahar. the s i tuation i n  
the country ' s  capital has shO\\ n n o  signs o f  improvement. 
The staff of the Paki stan Embass\ and other Paki -.. tani c i t izens 
are reported to be l iv ing in a state of siege. wi th no contact 
with the world outside.  harassed by Afghan brigands. and 
unable even to obta in a regu l ar supp l y  of t he i r  da i l y  
requ i remenh .  Thi -.. d i sgraceful state of affairs cannot be 
tolerated: it must immediately by remedied. 
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More than a week has passed since the Afghans, in utter 
d isregard of i nternat i onal  law and moral i ty .  began their  
vicious attacks on Pakistan ' s  Embassy and Consulates. B ut 
a l l  that the Paki stan authori t ies have done so far is to despatch 
two formal Notes of Protest to the Afghan Government; these 
communications remain unanswered and, judging from the 
impertinent u tterances of certain Afghan pol i t ic ian s  who are 
these days i n  India .  no sati sfactory reply  can be expected. 
The Paki stan Government must ,  therefore. act now, without 
any further de lay, on the bas is  of a policy which recognises 
that we are deal i ng w i th a kingdom of gangsters and not a 
c iv i l i sed S tate. The first task i s  that immediate arrangements 
must  be made to  evacuate al l  Pakistani women and chi ldren 
l iving in Afghani stan ,  preferably by air. Private Pakistani 
c i t izens should be advi sed to leave that country at once, and 
al l  the Paki stan Consu lates should be c losed. In the meantime. 
Kabul should be given a firm ult imatum. demanding that 
su i table amends be made for the gratui tous insu l ts offered to 
Paki stan ' s  flag and her diplomatic representat ives, and the 
damage done to Pakistani property .  I f  the Afghan Government 
fail s  to accept these demands wi th in the stipul ated t ime- l imi t .  
Pakistan must break off diplomatic re lations w i th Afghanistan 
and apply the most strin gent economic  sanctions, w ithdrawing 
the various concessions in regard to Afghan istan ' s  trade, and 
barring the entry into Pak istan of the thousands of Afghans 
who come in every year to seek employment. The policy of 
turn ing the other cheek has been tried for long enough; we 
must  now act on the principle of a tooth for a tooth, speaking 
to the Afghans in a language which they can be made to 
understand. 

18 October 1 955 

Gross Impertinence 

K abul ' s  latest venture i n  the fiel d  of diplomatic i mpropriety 
further confirms the doubts that many in this country have 
fel t  about the manner in which the Pakistan Government has 
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dealt with the Afghan nui sance. Commenting on the recent 
Pak-Afghan agree ment O\ er the rehoist ing of flags at Kabu l 
and Peshawar. we had stressed that the formula  ul t imately 
agreed upon gaw Afghanistan the best of the bargai n :  not 
only did the double fl ag-ho i s t ing  ceremonies create the 
harmful i mpression that the amends \\ ere being made on a 
b a s i s  of  rec i proc i t y .  bu t  Pak i s t an a l so  agreed to  the  
resumption of  normal diplomatic and trade re lations \\ ithout 
obtaining any clear guarantee from the Afghan j unta that 
they would abandon the ir  i rredenti st c la im to Paki stan · s  
territory and call off the i r  campaign of host i l i ty .  S o  unreal i st ic 
i s  Karachi ·s  apprec i ation of the si tuation that .  at fi rst. the 
Afghan Prime M inister' s request for a meeting with the Prime 
Min ister of Pakistan seems to haYe been interpreted by our 
experts as a move to establ i sh friendly relat ions between the 
l \VO States .  I t  soon became clear. howe\ er. that i t \\ as mere ly 
another attempt to interfere i n  Paki stan · s internal affairs. The 
Afghan Pri me Mini ster has had the gro�s  i mpertinence to 
suggest that Paki stan· s representati \es should sit down wi th 
h im and debate the West Paki stan integration plan: and when 
it was found that a meeting could not be arranged before 1 4  
October. he had the temerity to demand that i mplementation 
of the One- Uni t  scheme should be postponed. When these 
i n ane  req u e s t s  were rej ec ted .  the  Afg han d i g n i t ary 
demon ·;tr:!t iwly wi thdrew his  earl ier proposal for a high-lewl 
meet ing .  It hardly needs to he pointed out that the One-Unit 
plan has got ab-.olutely nothing to do with Afghani stan or 
any other foreign Power. I t  is a question which concerns only 
t h e  people o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  a n d  t h e y  are capable of s o  

manag ing their affairs that the ul t i mate resul t  accords fu l ly 
wi th their aspirat ions and w ishes .  Apart from this .  i t  i s  the 
height of stupidity that a semi-fasc ist  feudal monarchy. which 
rules owr a d i scontented and pO\ erty-stricken people w i th 
the l iberal help of the bullet and the knout. and which has a 
long tradit i o n  of oppression. part i c u larly w i t h  regard to i t s  
minori t ie�. -.;l10uld pre-.ume to ach i se the people of Paki stan 
on thei r affai rs. 
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It is  learnt fu11her that the Afghan Government has instructed 
its Charge d' Affaires at Karachi to lodge a protest with the 
Pakistan Government against the integration of the States and 
Pro\'inces of West Paki stan, and thereafter to return to Kabul . If  
th is  report is  true and the Afghan representative intends to carry 
out these instructions, we strongly recommend that his Note of 
Protest should not be received, and that on this subject not even 
a peon of the Fore ign Office should grant him an interview. The 
Afghan Government must he made to real ise that it wi l l  no 
longer be al lowed to take ad\'antagc of what can only he 
characterised as Pak istan ' s  extreme doc i l ity in deal i ng with its 
frequent exhibit ions of i l l-mannered host i l ity. The latest violation 
of diplomatic etiquette by the Afghans should prod the Pakistan 
Government into realising that our weak-kneed policy has proved 
a conspicuous fai lure, and that it must be abandoned in favour of 
one that Kabul w i l l  understand and respect .  The Paki stan 
Government must also make it absolutely clear to its Western 
friends that this country is no longer prepared to tolerate the 
insults hurled at it from across the Durand Line, and that it 
intends to take all steps necessary to compel Afghani stan to 
observe the normal decencies of diplomatic re lations. We have, 
on more than one previous occasion, out l ined the measures which 
the Pakistan Government must adopt in order to restore the 
Kabul j unta ' s  mental balance. As a first step, Pakistan should 
withdraw the various one-sided economic concessions that i t  has 
accorded to Afghanistan s ince Partition. Further, if the Afghans 
want to stage a demonstration of protest by withdrawing their 
Charge cl' Affaires from Karachi, Pakistan should compel them 
to follow this l ine of action to its logical conclusion by closing 
down its Embassy and trade offices in Afghani stan, and asking 
the Afghan Government to do the same in this country. Pakistan 
has tried over eight long years to establish friendly rel ations with 

its neighbour on the north-west. Every such effort has been 
rudely spurned, and every display of friendliness on our part has 
been interpreted as unmanly weakness. This ridiculous game 
must be brought to an end. The question of Pak-Afghan relations 
must be settled one way or the other; the present position of 
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persistent friendliness by Pakistan and equally persistent hostil ity 
by Kabul can no longer be tolerated. If even now the Pakistan 
Government is not persuaded to take appropriate action, the 
people should consider the desirabi l i ty of taking direct steps to 
vindicate the honour of their country. 

19  December 1 955 

Hostile Intervention 

The Soviet Prime Minister ·s  speech at a recent Kabul banquet 
constitutes an example of unwarranted intervention in Pakistan ' s  
internal affairs, a flagrant breach of the general ly accepted 
pri nciple that the territorial integrity of recognised States should 
respected, and the first instance of support by a foreign power 
for the preposterous Afghan demand that Pakistan should cede 
certain parts of i ts territory for no better reason than to satisfy 
the Kabul rulers ' appetite for the expansion of their domain. 
This hostile Soviet manoeuvre will certainly have the effect of 
worsening Pak-Afghan re lations by strengthening Afghan 
obduracy. However. Marshal Bulganin"s utterances do not detract 
one jot from the correctness of Paki stan · s  stand \'is-a-\ · is 

Afghani stan. Nor do they enhance the Soviet leaders · reputation 
for consistency or logic. I t  will be recalled that. at Srinagar. Mr 
Khrushchev, in  referring to Pakistan and India. had declared 
pontifically that the frontiers of States which ·exist and develop· 
should not be redrawn because. he explained. " it is  a fact that a 
change in frontiers is always painful and does not take place 
without bloodshed · .  If the starus quo is to be maintained on the 
adm ittedly temporary K ashmir segment of the Inda-Pakistan 

frontier in order to avoid bloodshed-although both India and 
Pakistan are pledged to accept peacefully the final boundary l ine 
as determined by an impartial plebiscite in Kashmir-it is  indeed 
extraordinary that the Soviet leaders should endorse the demand 
for changing an international border drawn up as long ago as 
1 893. If. according to them. peacefu l  co-existence can be 
maintained between India and Pakistan only by denying the 
people of Kashmir their right to self-detennination-a right 
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which every responsible Indian leader recognises in theory even 
to this day-it is a curious quirk of logic to ask for the grant of a 
s imi lar right to a racial minori ty which accepted Pakistan 
wi l l ingly and has never voiced the demand for separating its 
homeland from Pakistan. Quite obviously, the Soviet leaders ' 
sudden interest in thi � eight-year-old dispute, and their decision 
to support Kabul . have l ittle to do with the facts of the case . 
Their demarche is seemingly guided by a bl ind hosti l i ty towards 
Pakistan which, Mr Khrushchev said. stems from Pakistan ' s  
adherence to the anti-Soviet Baghdad Pact. Whatever one might 
think of the general Soviet reaction to this Pact, i t  provides no 
justification whatsoever for pursuing a policy which violates the 
basic rules governing the conduct of international rel ations, and 
which is l ikely to intensify existing tensions and encourage one 
State to provocat ive act ions that may well threaten the peace of 
this region. Nor does this policy accord with the desire expressed 
by Mr Khrushchev for improving relations with Pakistan; in 
fact, it makes the prospect for friendly Pak-Soviet relations darker 
than ever before . Considered from every conceivable viewpoint, 
the in itiative taken by the Soviet Prime Minister at Kabul is  a 
positive disservice to the cause of peace and democracy in this 
area. and may \Ve i l  be regarded as a major deviation from the 
principles that have h itherto been advocated by the Soviet 
Government. 

The Pukhtoonistan racket has so far been treated in this 
country with a measure of contempt. B ut since the Afghans 
have secured the support of a B ig  Power for their ridiculous 
stand, and the Pak-Afghan dispute may be put on the l i s t  of 
major cold war issues. Paki stan must take serious cognisance 
of the matter and devi se an effective policy to deal with i t .  . .  

9 June 1 957 

Journey to Kabul 

It i s  expected in Karachi that the Prime Minister's  current 'peace ' 
mission to Kabul wil l  not only help to restore nonnal diplomatic 
and commercial relations between the two estranged neighbours, 
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but also that the continued exchange of v is i ts  by the leaders of 
Pakistan and Afghani stan \\'i l l  ul t imately lead t o  the development 

of int imate economic and pol i t ical  tics between them. Confident 

of big res ults being ach ie\ ed through such h igh-level parleys .  

the Pak istan Government  have shown unus ual efficiency i n  

working out  a number of schemes that are ex pected t o  provi de 
the bas is  for Pak-Afghan co-operat ion.  For e xample.  specia l  

transit  fac i l i t ies are being offered for Afghan goods on Pak i;,tan ' s  
rai l ways and a t  Karachi :  PIA i s  ready t o  stan a reg ular a i r  serv ice 
between the two capi ta ls :  bl uepri nts are in hand for better 

telephone. road and rai l l inks between the two countries: and it 

has been suggested that the \Varsak Project should provi de 

e lectricity to A fghani stan as wel l .  and that the Warsak Lake 

should be used as a watern av for trade between the two States .  

These  p l an s  certai n l y  ra ise  i ntere st ing pos s i b i l i t i e ;, .  but  
most  of them seem t o  offer special  benefi t s  t o  . .'\fgh anistan 

w ithout  any rec i p rocal  ad\·antage to Pak i st a n .  Th i s  fe at u re of 

the scheme-, under con s i de rat ion appears al l  the more strange 

if we keep in m i n d  the h i s tory of the Pak-Afghan q uarre l . . .  
We ful l y  suppon the view that every possible effort should 

be made to establ i sh friend!\ relat ions w i th our north-western 

neighbour. and we earnest ly hope that Pakistan·  s present rulers 

w i l l  succeed where the best effons of their predecessors haw 
fai led. It needs to be rea l i sed. howe\ er. that the main cause of 
th is  fai lure has been A fghan i stan · s refu, ·d  to renounce its c lai m  
to detern1ine t h e  future status of a part o f  Pakistan · s territory. 

accompanied by a demand for uni lateral economic concessions 

on Pak i stan ' s  part-as i f  we were expected to offer Kabul  a 
tribute of some sort before our repre,entat i \  es cou ld he accepted 
as personae gratc/C at the Afghan Court. Past e xperience c l earl y  
shm\ s that. unless t he A fghan rul c h  are \\ i l l i ng t o  change their 
att i tude.  the pos s i b i l i ty of a fim1 and lasting agreement rc maim 
remote.  In today · s  \\ Oriel the only ha� i -.;  for friendly i nt e <nat i onal 

re lations is m ut ual respect and benefit .  and recognit iun hy the 
countries concerned of each other· s sm ere ignty and territnrial 
i ntegri ty .  Pak i stan cannot pmsibly accept any tenns whi1..'h  do 
not confom1 to our national interests.  or fail to exact clue respect 
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for Pakistan ' s  sovere ignty over its territories. The people of this 
country would  welcome friendly ties between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan , but they know that this wi l l  be possible only if Kabul 
renounces its ridiculous c laims to speak on behalf of a section of 
our people, and abandons i ts attempt to create trouble in the 
region that i t  covets: and so far there is no indication to show 
that such a renunciation is planned by the Afghan Government. 
The people wi l l  not, and cannot be expected to, to lerate any 
sett lement that smacks of surrender or fosters the impression 
that Pakis tan ' s  representatives have accepted a one-sided 
agreement in order to serve the ir senior al l ies'  strategic aims
even at the cost of sacrificing Pak istan ' s  national i nterest and 
self-respect. 

1 1  December 1 957 

Pak-Afghan Relations 

The Afghan King ' s  v1s 1 t  to Pak i stan on a miss ion of good 
wi l l  wi l l  complete the series of such vis i t s  by the digni taries 
of the two States wh ich began with the Pakistan President ' s  
j ourney to Kabul in August  l ast  year. S i nce then ,  i t  i s  
gratify ing to note, Pak-Afghan rel at ions have shown steady 
progre�s .  The subsequent exchange of v i si ts by the Prime 
Min isters of the two countries, accompanied by high- level 
conferences on matters of common interest ,  has a l lowed the ir  
Governments to come to  grips wi th  the  various points of  
d ispute that have for years marred good-neighbourly relations 
between them-to the great chagrin of thei r  peoples .  Most of 
these i ssues pertain to minor matters and, given good wi l l  on 
both sides, there was never any reason why they should not 
have been speedi l y  settled .  However, even apart from the one 
m ajor dispute ari s ing from A fghan i stan ' s  inexpl icable stand 

on what it is p leased to cal l  the Pukhtooni stan question, the 
accumulated effect of a l arge number of sma l l  di sputes was 
to create an atmosphere of bitterness and hosti l ity which stood 
in the way of any attempt to end the point less cold war and 
e s t ab l i sh c l o se and fri e n d l y  t i e s  be tween t he se  two  
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neighbouring States. which have a common h i storical and 
c u lt ural backgro und .  The move towards a Pak-Afghan 
rapprochemem has led to certain happy resul ts .  During the 
l as t  eighteen months .  host i l it y  and suspic ion have to a 
c o n s i de r a b l e  e x t en t  been rep l aced b y  a de s i re for 
understanding and friendsh ip. D iplomatic relat ions between 
the two S tates have returned to normal . Trade has improved. 
and a number of agreements are in  the offing that w i l l  
re vo l u t i o n i s e c o m m u n i ca t i o n s  be tween Pak i s tan  and  
Afghani stan.  and enable the latter t o  improw and speed up 
its trade re lat iom wi th the rest of the world via Pakistan. 

It  would be unw i;,e to forget or ignore the fact that the 
Kabul Government has not so far g iven up i ts  support of the 
Pukhtoonis tan stunt .  However. a change for the better is 
clearly d iscern ib le  in the Afghan Gm ernment ' s  att i tude on 
this quest ion .  and there are grounds for hoping that they w i l l  
go further and accept the posi t ion that Pak i stan ' s  status as a 
sovere i gn State demands that no country should seek to 
interfere in any matter that i s  whol ly within i ts domestic 
jurisdict ion.  We trust that Paki stan w i l l .  wi thout abandoning 
any of i ts  inal i enable rights. continue patiently to fol low a 
policy of seeking Afghan istan ' s  friendsh ip .  and we earnest ly 
hope that  the welcome v is i t  of King Zahir Shah wi l l  enable 
Pak-Afghan relat ions to improve -.r i l l  further. and that . on a 
bas i s  of mutual  benefi t and recogn i t ion of each other ' s  
sovereign rights .  the two  countries w i l l  be  able to  l eave the 
past behind and l ook fonvard t o  an era of fri e n d l y  co
operat ion and mutual respect. 

IV. R E ASON OR F O R C E :  

T H E  K.-\SH:\1IR T.-\:\'GLE 

I O  August l 9.t7 

The Trump-Card 

The future of Kashmir is in the melt i ng pot . \\ ith only :1 week to 
go before the lap-.e of Bri t i sh pararnountcy. the present ru ler-., of 
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th is  Mus l im State continue to maintain a d iscreet s i lence 
regarding their intentions. The Congress, who are busy in the 
game of trying to brinµ Kashmi r  into India, have already played 
their trump-card-Mr Gandhi .  We do not know what Mr Gandhi 
said or heard in his private conversations with the Kashmir ruler, 
nor what offers and promises were made on either side. We are, 
however. largely in agreement with what l\fr Gandhi has said 
publicly with regard to Kashmir. In a speech at Delhi ,  he 
expressed the view that the States should definitely join one of 
the two Dominions, and that their choice must be governed by 
the · compuls ion of their geographical posi tion · . On his return 
from Kashmir he has dec lared that the wi l l  of the Kashmiri 
people should decide the future of their homeland, and has 
suggested that a referendum be held. the detai ls of v."hich should 
be jointly decided by the Congress. the Musl im League. the 
Maharaja and the people of Ka,;hm ir. The honour of agreeing 
with what Mr Gandhi says i :, � u  rare that we -, incerely hope he 
means to stand by what he ha" said. If he doe·;. ord inary human 
logic should make him open iy advoca'.c tlll· acccs�ion of Kashmir 
to Pakistan. and also make him in, ist <m Sardar Patel ' s  crying a 
halt to his intrigues vv i th the present rnlers of Kashmir through 
various individuals with duhiou\ pol i t ical antecedenh. Judging. 
however. from the role of the Congress in t lw NWFP. where it 
accepted the referendum only i r a Congress v i l"lory was assured, 
and as snon as the poss ibi l ity van ished. repudiated it. there seems 
to be l itt le hope of the Congress att itude being determined by 
mere common sense and fairnes� lo Muslim I nd ia. Kashmir. 
w i th  i t s  s t ra t e g i c  i mportance .  i t s  v a q  re sourc e -; .  and 
immeasurable future puss ib i l i t 1es .  seems too big a pri7c for the 
Congres:-. money-bag:-. to give up just for the sake of a principle 
or two. The Kashmir government must reali��' . however. that in 
tak ing a dec is ion on this i ssue the i r  first duty l i es with the 
Kashmi ri people. who cannot be expected to accept a decis ion 
that i s  taken wi thout  the consu l t at ion  of  the i r  genu ine 
representatives and is contrary to their desires and interests. Any 
attempt to force them into the Indian Union. espec ial ly since that 
would mean the present oppressive regime being granted a new 
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lease of l ife under Patel ' s  latest all i ance with his ' personal 
friends ' .  the Princes of India, wi l l  not be tolerated by the 
Kashmiris. In Kashmir today. the leaders of the two biggest 
poli tical part ies. the Musl im and National Conferences, are in 
jai l .  If the present ruler is in the s l ightest way interested in  the 
happiness and welfare of the people and the future prosperity of 
the State. he must give up the present policy of intrigue and 
oppression. The leaders of the people should be released 
immediately and the future of K ashmir decided in  the open by 
the representatives of the people. The present atmosphere of 
palace intrigues. of threats and promises. cannot bring forth a 
solution which wil l satisfy the aspirations of the Kashmiri people 
and last for very long. 

7 September 1947 

Kashmir Events 

Reports from Kashmir filtering through the heavy blanket of 
censorship indicate that a serious s i tuat ion has arisen in the 
State. Peacefu l  demonstrat ions in Poonch,  by the people 
demanding se lf-government and the right to dec i de for 
themselves whether Kashmir i s  to l i nk up with the Indian 
Un ion or Pakis tan . have been a signal for the State authorit ies  
to let loose a re ign of terror. The Dogra soldiery has been 
unleashed and has started a brutal and ruthless campaign of 
repression which has provoked the people to take to arms .  
Mart ia l  l aw has been declared in  Poonch. and pitched battles 
between the Dogra army and the people are reported. The 
people of Kashmi r  demand. and they have the r ight to 
demand. that they should be consul ted on the dec i s i on 
regard ing the future of their homeland. So far the Maharaja 
has ma in ta ined an i n d i screet  s i lence .  and the po l i t i ca l  
atmosphere i s  r ife with secret parleys and intrigues .  

For the last hundred years the people o f  th is  rich and 
beautiful l and have l ived in abject poverty .  s laves of a feudal 
cl ique to whom they and their home land were sold for a few 
pieces of s i lver. The t ime has come for this  40 lakhs of 
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mankind to claim the ir heritage, and no amount of Dogra 
bul lets and bayonets can keep them away from i t .  The people 
have no in tention now of al lowing themselves to become 
pawns in another game of power poli t ics .  The populat ion of 
Kashmir is predominantly Musl im, the people have a cultural 
and l i nguist ic affini ty with the neighbouring Provinces of 
Pakis tan ,  the country is geographica l ly  cont i guous  and 
economica l ly  l inked up wi th  the Punjab;  i t s  access ion ,  
therefore. to the  I ndian Dominion would be an unnatural and 
forced al l iance. The statement of Pandit Prem N ath  B azaz, a 
H indu leader of Kashmir, points  out the wi sdom of i t s  
accession to Pak i stan . We hope he would be supported in  thi s  
b y  the m inority communi ty in  K ashmir, who must real ise 
that their best interests l i e  with the rest of the Kashmiri people 
and not in the maintenance of a feudal autocracy which is 
try ing by underhand means to obtain a new lease of l ife . If 
the Congress i s  honest in  i ts  profession of sympathy for the 
S tates '  peoples, and if Mr  Gandhi meant what he said when 
he spoke of geographical  contiguity being the determin ing 
factor for the accession of a State to e ither Dominion, then 
Pate l ' s  States Department should desist  from carrying on 
secret negotiations with the Maharaja or his hirel ings. But 
whatever happens in  the h igh-level ta lks ,  the people of 
Kashmir are determined not to have their future freedom 
bartered away. The land is theirs. It must be governed by 
their consent . . .  

2 November 1 947 

Reason or Force 

The h igh-level conference of Dom inion Governors-General 
and Prime M i n isters to d i scuss the Kashmi r  situat ion,  which 

was to be held in  Lahore on Saturday, was cal led off at the 
last  minute. At the invitation of the Quaid-i-Azam and the 
P ak i s tan Prem ier,  the con ference had been ori g i n a l l y  
scheduled for Thursday b u t  was abandoned o n  account of 
Pandit Nehru ' s  i ndisposit ion.  I t  was then fixed for Saturday, 
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to be h e l d  a l o n g  w i t h  the meet i ng of the J o i n t  D e fence 
Counc i l .  The l atter has been he ld  but t he Kash m i r  ta lks.  for 
some u nknO\\ n reasons .  ha\·c not .  \Ve hope t h i s  i s  not from a 
l ac k  of d e s i re o n  t h e  part of e it h e r  party to s e t t l e  a l l  
outstan d i n g  d i sputes by the force of reason rather than the 
oppo.s i t e .  The l e aders O\\ e i t  to t h e rn se h e s as pro fessed 
democrats .  and to the people of the  S tate s .  to get together 
and arri \ e  at a sol ut ion acceptab l e  to al l  part ic -.. concerned.  I f  
they do not do -.o the rcspo n -. i b i l i ty  for pro l ongi n g  stri fe.  and 
h e l p i n g  the spreaJ of further s tri fe. a.;; \\ e l l  a.-.. for LTeating i l l 
w i l l  and d i s trust  b e t w e e n  t h e  two Do m i n i o n s .  w i l l  re st 
square ly on the shoul ders nf tlmsc \\ ho stand �rn ay from 
at temp t i n g  to ac h i eve an amicab l e  set t l e m e n t .  W h e n  the 
J u n agadh q u e s t i o n  '' as r a i s e d .  t h e  I n d i a n  Go\ e rn m e n t  
sponsored t h e  idea o f  a p leb isc i te  and i m  i tcd th<� Paki stan 
Govern ment for d i scussion s .  The l atter accepted the i m itation 
hut no meet i n g  e \ er took p l ac e .  Kash m i r  is prm i d i ng a 
repet i t ion of h i '-lory . The people  of both Domi n i o n s  h a\·e a 
r ight to know what pre\'Cnts these meetings from materi a l i s i n g  
w h e n  b o t h  s i d e s  a r c  o s t e n s i b l y  \\ i l l i n g  to h o l d  j o i n t  
d i scussion s .  W e  sti l l hope that t h i s  oft-an nounced mee t i n g  
w i l l  take p lac e  and t h e  i ssue di scussed and fin a l l y  sett led .  
The problem of Kashm i r  i s  a part of the general prob l e m  of 
the  I nd i an S tates ari s i n g  out of the 3 J u n e  P l a n : h e n c e  
p r i n c i p l e s  must  b e  e \ oh·ed which n o t  on ly  solw the t a n g l e  i n  
the Nort h-West h u t  a l so s e t t l e  the pro b l e m s  of J u n agadh and 
Hyderabad. The solut ion ihc l f  i .s ob\' ious enough and has 
been put fonvard l u c i d l y  in a Pre s\  Note of the  I ndian 
Ci owrnment  i s s u ed on S October. I t  sa id  that · a  d i .spute 
imoh ing the fate of any terri tor) shoul d  be decided hy a 
referendum or pl ebi scite by the people  concerned. Thi s i s  a 
m e t h od at once d e m o c ra t i c .  peac e fu l  a n d  j u \ t .  S u c h  a 
re fere n d u m  nr p l e b i sc i t e  .1 /w11/d he lzeld u nde r i11111o niu l 

u11spicc.1 ro he dcte r11 1i1 1ed In r/zc 1wrtics concemcd· . \Yi t h  
t h i s  \\ e arc i n  fu l l  agreement  and si ncere l y  hope.  i n  t h e  
i n terest of the peopl e of t h i \  sub-cont inent .  t h a t  the I ndian 
GmTrnment do not mean to de\ iate fn1 111 the l etter and spiri t  
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of thi s  enunciation. Their latest communique, however, has 
laid great stress on the strategic importance of Kashmir as 
be ing  v i ta l  to the secur i ty of Ind ia ;  which S tate,  the 
communique says, has a common boundary in  the north with 
the southern frontier of Kashmir. I t  has also stressed that the 
presence in Kashmir of H indu and S ikh refugees from West 
Punjab imposed a duty on the Indian Government which 
i n fl uenced them in the ir  deci s ion  to accept Kashm i r ' s  
accession. The Indian Government cannot be s o  ignorant of 
geography as not to reali se that the common frontier between 
Kashmir and Pakistan is defin i tely many times l onger than 
that between K ashmi r  and India, and whatever strategic 
importance Kashmir m ight have for the Indian Dominion, as 
far as Pakistan i s  concerned the defence of Kashmir and this 
country is one and indivis ible .  Their reference to the presence 
of Hindus and S i khs may be said to have some importance, 
but surely many times more important is  the presence of the 
forty l akh Musl ims in the State of Jammu and K ashmir,  whose 
l ife under Hari S ingh ' s rule has been one prolonged torture. 
And can the Indian Government say what business these large 
numbers of non-Kashmiri Hindus and S ikhs had to be i n  
Kashmir? The argument of  saving non-Muslims has also been 
used to justify the despatch of I ndian troops to Mangrol and 
B abariawad, two S tates whose accession was in d ispute i n  
connection wi th the Junagadh issue. The argument of  certain 
t e rr i tor i e s  b e i n g  s tra teg i c a l l y  i m portan t  and t h at of 
safeguarding the l ives of its c i t izens abroad savours too much 
of what the Fasc ist dictators used to say to fit i n  wi th a desire 
for 'methods ' which are ' at once democratic ,  peaceful and 
just " .  A l l  th i s  goes to confi rm the prevalent opin ion i n  
Pakistan that Delhi ' s  acceptance o f  Kashmir ' s  accession was 
far from being as spontaneous and innocent as the Indian 
Government would have the world bel ieve. The onus of 
disproving these a llegations i s  on the Indian Government; 
and i t  can do so by adhering s trict ly  to the democratic 
principles i t  has so often proclaimed. 
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19 November 1947 

Kashmir 

We wholeheartedly approve the decl aration by the Pakistan 
Premier that his firm and undeviating object ive. as well as 
that of h i s  Government. is ' to e l iminate by peaceful and 
honourable means all exis ting causes of friction between the 
two Dominions and to establ ish condit ion<> which would 
enable ourse lves and our Ind ian ne ighbours to l i ve i n  
friendliness and amity · .  Thi s  clear and unequivocal statement 
of Pak istan ·s policy 1 · is-a- 1· is India wi l l .  we trust .  d iscourage 
the stupid and senseless warmongering on both s ides of the 
border. The decl aration is accompanied by an invitat ion to 
India to settle by jo in t  agreement the question of the accession 
of certain States .  part icularly that of Kashmir. which today i s  
the most  i mportant i s sue between the  two Domin ions .  
Pakistan. in  the last fe w  days. has pu t  forward two concrete 
proposals .  The first was to seek a solution of the Kashmir 
ques t ion at an i nter-Domin ion leve l .  and suggested an 
immediate ' cease-fire · between the Indian troops and the 
Azad Kashmir  Forces: the evacuation of al l  outs ide forces 
from the State. the ejection of the tribesmen to be the joint 
task of both Dominion Armies should they ignore their joint 
appeal for withdrawal: and final ly .  after the estab l i shment of 
peace and the restoration of law and order. a plebiscite to be 
h e l d  u nder  the  j o i n t  au sp i ce s  of the  t w o  D o m i n i on 
Governments .  The second proposal , s ince the first has been 
rejected, is for the United Nations Organi sation to arrange to 
stop the present war and hold a p lebiscite under i mpart ial 
admin i s trat ion .  Paki stan i s  prepared to accept a s im i l ar 
procedure for Junagadh and M anavadar. Both  proposal s 
s h o u l d  have commended t hemse lve s  to  the  I nd i an 
Government .  for they satisfy the basic principle. enunciated 
not long ago by the I ndian Government i tself. that in  the case 
of a d ispute ari s ing over the accession of the States ,  the 
deci sion should be taken only after a plebisc ite .  which ' should 
be he Id under impartial auspices to be determined by the 
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parties concerned' .  We do not know. nor is it easy to imagine, 
why Pakistan ' s  efforts towards arri ving at an agreed solution 
of the S tate ' s  tangle have received so l itt le response from 
Delh i .  If the Indian Government  has objections to the detai l s  
of e i ther scheme, the best way to resolve such differences i s  
at a j o i n t  i nter-Domin ion  conference ,  wh i ch  has  been 
proposed twice by Pakistan . We sincerely hope the Indian 
Government docs not stand to prove that superior physical 
force is the last word in deciding the future of a country or a 
people. They must real i se that a decision to 'fight i t  out' i n  
Kashmir w i l l  mean a protracted struggle,  bringing endless 
suffering to the Kashmiri people. whose interests the Indian 
Government professes to have so much at heart and whose 
consent to the in tervention of the Indian Army they always 
presume. The only way to prove the wi l l  of Kashmir' s people 
l ies through a free and unfettered choice being given them to 
decide the future of their  country. And to be ' free and 
unfettered ' t h i s  mus t  be done today. and not after the 
M aharaja  has been rei nstated by Indian bayonets and the 
people of Kashmir either driven out of their homes or reduced 
by repression to a state of apathy and helplessness .  

4 December 1947 

The Kashmir Scene 

H ari S ingh of Kashmir, speaking over the newly-i nstalled 
Jammu Radio, was in a mood of thanksgiving. He expressed 
h i s  indebtedness to the I ndian Government through whose 
kindness, he said, he could talk to the public  s ince direct 
means  of commun i c at i o n  were den i e d  h i m  by 
c ircumstances-the c ircumstances, he did not mention, of a 
people in  revolt against the century-old tyranny of the Dogra 
House. He wished, therefore, to express his  thanks,  and that 
of his Government and the people (sic) ,  for the help rendered 
i n  th i s  grea t  hour  of need.  H ar i  S i ngh ' s  w h i n ing and 
grovel l i ng, h is  obsequious expression of undying grati tude to 
the I ndian leaders, shows what exactly the I ndian intervention 
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has meant in Kashm i r. Hari Singh went on with meaningless 
plati tudes about a · responsible Gm ernment in a short t ime " .  
and told the people that fu r  their own good they must give 
ful l  loyalty to the throne . The most reveal ing part of h i s  
speech. howeYer. was  a reference to  Mr \1ahajan as  his  Prime 
Minister. Sheikh Abdul lah and the Indian Press would have 
the world be l ie\·e that this seat of authority was now occupied 
by the · L ion of  Kashm i r · .  and that M aha jan had been 
re legated to the pos i t ion of a mere D iwan. Har i  S ingh states 
most defi n itely that \1ahajan. whose advice has been · most 
valuable " .  is the Prime \1 ini ster and as such w i l l  set up the 
new interim Government .  Abdul lah is referred to with royal 
pleasure as a · leader of courage · .  and is asked to col l aborate 
w i th Mr Mahajan and \vork for peace. Who rea l ly  i-. the 
Prime M i nister of Kashmir. and which of the t\\ O c lai m ants 
i -.  an impostor'? Even if  Abdul lah i s  now given the name and 
office of Prime Min i ster. it is qui te c lear who w i l l  wield real 
power as long as Hari S ingh continues to sit on his blood
stained throne . The handful of Kashmiri people who possess 
radio sets w i l l  have heard Hari S ingh ·s ut terances \Vi th g reat 
i n te re s t  and  unders tood  t he i r  fu l l  i mp l i c a t i on s .  The 
thanksgiving and vague ta lk  of  respons ible Government \>.. ere 
d ictated by the fact that. not many mi les from Jammu. the 
Azad forces were fight ing grimly against heavy odds to end 
his regime of tyranny.  Hari Singh has real ised. even if some 
of India ·s leaders choose not to. that the fighting now going 
on in Kashmir i s  not real l y  over the question of access ion 
ei ther to H i ndustan or to Pak istan . The fi ghting is to dec ide 
whether Hari Singh wi l l  continue to misrule the beaut ifu l  
l and o f  K ashm i r  o r  not. The quest ion o f  access ion i s  one 
\\ hich can final ly be decided only b) the people themselves. 
The t\\ O Dominion GO\ ernments ha\'C said so. the Prov i s i onal 
Azad Government has made th i s  i t s  bas ic demand. and now 
even Sheikh Abdul lah. after much talk of a referendum being 
total ly  unnecessary . rea l i ses that i t  i s  ine\· i tab lc . I f  the 
L i aqua t - '\ehru t a l b  are b e i n g  r c ..,umed  on the c l ear  
understanding that the people wi l l  have the authority to  deci de 
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their country ' s  future, then an agreed solution is possible .  
We hope the Indian Government wil l  not allow its attitude to 
be influenced by legal factors or by the economic and strategic 
i mportance of Kashmir. The only honest and just  sol ution of 
the Kashm ir problem,  the only so lu tion which can be 
guaranteed to l ast ,  must rest on the freely-expressed will of 
the people.  In  the i nterest of the forty lakh Kashmiri people, 
we s incere ly  hope that such a solution wi l l  be found. 

30 January 1 948 

Clarification 

After two weeks of speeches ,  di scussions and conferences, 
the time has come for the UNO to take a dec is ion on the 
Kashmir question . The three draft resolutions now before the 
S ec uri ty Counc i l  make the i s sues  perfect ly c lear. The 
resolut ion in troduced by the Pres ident does not seek to 
describe the exact terms in which the settlement is to be 
carried out, but merely reg isters the fact that both Pakistan 
and Hindustan have agreed on three basic principles ,  namely, 
that the future of Jammu and Kashmir should be decided by a 
plebiscite, that the plebiscite should be impart ia l ,  and that i t  
should be  he ld  under the aegis of  the United N ations.  The 
Security Counci l  has now to decide  what i s  meant by 
' impart ial ' and the term 'under UNO aegis ' ;  on this wi l l  
depend the success of the UNO ' s  efforts for peace. The 
suggestions put forward by India and Pakistan are more 
comprehens ive,  and describe in detail what they respectively 
understand by these terms .  I nd i a ' s  proposa l s  are that  
hosti l i t ies should be ended, and after that has  happened, a l l  
Kashmir is  should be i nv i ted to return and al l  po l i t ica l  
prisoners released. T h e  Indian Army i s  to  remain i n  Kashm ir 

to maintain law and order; after order has been restored, the 
M aharaja  w i l l  transform the present administration into a 
· counc i l  of Min i sters ' with Sheikh Abdul lah as Premier. 
Further. when conditions are normal this Government wi l l  
convoke a Nat ional  A ssembly and w i l l  e l ec t  the new 
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Government under which the plebisci te i s  to be held.  The UN 
Kashmir Commiss ion w i l l  proceed to Kashmir in an advi sory 
and superv isory capaci ty .  

To say the least .  I nd i a  has very ori g ina l  ideas  on 
impart ia l i ty .  I t  desires Pakistan to use i ts influence to prevent 
help reaching the Azad Kashmir Forces. and after the Indian 
Army has restored order. that is after the peoples ·  revol t  has 
been comp lete l y  smashed. the \1aharaj a  w i l l  perform a 
transformation ceremony and instal  Sheikh Abdul  ! ah as the 
Head of the Go\·ernment .  The �1aharaja. the Sheikh and the 
Indian authorit ies wi l l  then issue an invitat ion to al l Kashmiris 
to return to their country and then . as soon as condi t ions are 
normal ,  thi s  Government wi th the M aharaja and Abdull ah 
w i l l  cal l a · National Assembly ' .  The whole procedure i s  
s imply preposterous. The M aharaja remains in  power. he lped 
by She ikh Abdul lah : the State Forces w i l l  cont inue to terrorise 
the people with the Indian Army in the name of restoring 
order. Order hav ing been restored. the condi t ions m ust get to 
· normal  ·-and by normalcy we presume that the Indian 
Delegation means the condit ions which prevailed before the 
Poonch rebe l l ion.  because for a hundred years a state of 
ruthless repression and police terror has been the only normal 
s i tuation in  this part of the world.  Whi le the M aharaja  and 
Abd u l l ah are c arry i n g  ou t  t h i s  wonderfu l democra t i c  
procedure. the U l\  Commiss ion w i l l  be s i t t ing i n  Srinagar 
advi sing and supervis ing .  If these are Ind ia · s  final proposals ,  
the whol e bus i nes s  i s  a farce .  a comp l e te travesty of 
democracy and j ust ice .  Pakistan · s  draft resolut ions, on the 
other hand. suggest a straightforward and simp le solut ion .  

The U l\  Commiss ion i s  asked t o  arrange for a n  impart ia l  
i nterim admin istrat ion in the  State. fore ign e lements inc luding 
the Ind i an Army and tr ibesmen are to w i thdraw from 
K ashmir .  the  return of a l l  Kashmi r  c i t i zens  i s  to be 
guaranteed. and then a plebisc i te i s  to be he ld to ascerta in the 
w i l l  of the people .  It is obvious that Pakistan ' s  proposals are 
the only bas is  on which a just and peacefu l solut ion can be 
arr ived at . Ind i a · s  refusa l  to accept them can on l y  be 
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understood as an attempt to hold the territory by force against 
the wi l l  of the people .  The U NO has before i t  only one choice 
if its dec i s ion is to be made on democrat ic  pr inc ip les ,  
uninfluenced by power pol it ics and group all iances .  

24 August 1 948 

Raid on Murree 

The explanation offered by the Indian Defence Min i stry 
regarding the recent bombing of Murree by Indian planes i s  
as  weak as  the flying abi l i ty of their pi lots or  their knowledge 
of geography .  They say that an Indian aircraft, allegedly 
assigned the task of bombing Azad Kashmir transport i n  the 
Domel-Uri and B agh area, was deflected off its course by a 
change in the weather and increased clouds; it m i stook i ts  
posit ion and dropped two bombs on motor veh icle l ights ten 
m iles across the border, within Pak istan territory. The Indian 
Government have tried to score a point by implying that 
convoys,  wi th  ful l  head-l ights on ,  are sent across from 
Pakistan to Kashmir: hence they feel that the error of a mere 
ten miles can be regarded as s l ight, so s l ight that Ind ia ' s  
admi s s ion of  having v i o l ated Pak i s tan terri tory i s  no t  
accompanied by even a formal expression of  regret. In  the 
first place, not one but two planes took part in  the Murree 
raid,  which d isproves the Indian version of the i nc ident as 
being a mistake. Further, as Sardar Baldev S ingh ' s  Defence 
M in i stry should be able to verify from better- i nformed 
sources, Murree is not ten mi les  but over forty mi les  from the 
border; and elementary common sense would help them to 
reali se the obvious fac t  that the l ights of Murree could not 
possibly be mis taken for motor-vehicle l ights by any person 
w i th two eyes, leave alone a p i lot  wi th sufficient train ing to 
be entrusted with a bomber-aircraft at n ight .  The Indian 
explanation explains nothing,  and makes no amends for a 
blatant act of unprovoked aggression. We hope the Paki stan 
Government. apart from taking up the matter with the Indian 
Government and the UN Commission for India and Pak i stan, 
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wi l l  take precautionary steps to prevent the recurrence of any 
such ' mistakes '  by the Indian Air  Force in the future. 

2 November 1950 

Pandit Nehru 's Heart 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru · s  latest declaration on the future of 
Kashmir merits the most careful attention. for it amounts to a 
v i rtual repudiation of al l  the past pledges made by the Indian 
Government for a j ust and amicable settlement of this Indo
Pakistan d i spute. Speaking in Srinagar. to a session of Sheikh 
Abdu l l ah ' s Nat i onal  Conference.  the I nd i an Premier  i s  
reported to have expressed his approval o f  the plan to hold 
elect ions in  the Ind ian -held part of Kashmi r  to form a 
Consti tuent Assembly. which would be asked to rat i fy the 
accession of the State to India. Th i s  plan i s  obviously a brain
wave of the gentlemen who now hold a veqed interest  in  
Kashmir ' s  continued subordination to  India.  and who are 
afraid that a free verdict of the people would upset their 
apple-cart .  Pandit  Nehru does not seem to real ise that the 
dec i s ions  taken by a Con s t i tuent Assembly of the sort 
v isual i sed by the Hari S ingh-Abdul lah regime would not have 
any moral or legal sanction whatsoever. In fact .  such a farce 
of an election, organi sed by the present Srinagar Government 
and supervised by the Indian Army. could be confused with 
the exerc i se of their r ight to self-determination by the Kashmir 
people only by congenital nitwits or cynical pol i t ic ians in 
de sperate need of a new argumen t .  however weak, to 
v i n d icate the i r  refu sal to accept a democrat i c  so l ut ion of the 

problem. 
Pandit Nehru also reiterated. at length . h is  great perplexity 

at the U N ' s  delay over Kashmir: but he did not bother to 
inform his · fe l !o\\ -Kashmiris · that he and h is  Government 
were not prepared to allow them to cast the ir  votes except 
under the forced protection of I nd i an bayonets . and that the 

present wretched condi t ion of the countr) was mainly due to 
this intrans igence. Pandit '.\ehru prm ided further confirmat ion 
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of t h e  fac t  t h a t  w i t h  regard to K a s h m i r. h i s  emot i o ns 
overpower h i s  logic when he dec l ared that K a s h m i r  was " a  
part o f  h i s  heart · .  I t  i s  the Paki stan Government ' s  duty t o  
draw t h e  U N ' s  u rgent attent i on t o  I ndia ' s  intention of treat ing 
the Kashmir  affair  as a foit accompli, and to cal l upon the 
Security Counc i l  for prompt and effect ive ac t i on agai n st 
Indian obstruct ion.  S i nce Pand i t  Nehru pers is ts  i n  ' th i nk i n g '  
w i t h  h i s  heart rather than w i t h  h i s  m i nd ,  the ch ances o f  a 
pri vate sett l e ment between Pakistan and India can be ru led 
out  completel y :  wh i l e  a pol icy of drift i s  not only unworthy 
of the U N .  but is a lso a gra \ e danger to the peace o f  t h i s  sub
continent .  

1 5  February 1 95 1  

Kashmir 

With t h e  K a s h m i r  q ue -. t i on o n c e  aga i n  on t h e  S ec u r i t y  
Counc i l ' s  agenda. Ind ian leaders are faced w i t h  the far from 
easy t a s k  of fi n d i n g  c o g e n t  arg u m e n t s  to j u s t i fy t h e i r  
Governmen t ' s  pol icy o f  holding Kashmir  h y  force of arms. 
I n  his recent statement before the I ndian Parl iament ,  Pandit  
Nehru had a great deal  to say about Kash m i r ' s  beauty,  h i s  
own notions o f  reac t ion a n d  progress .  and h i s  subject ive 
i nterpretation ot K as h m ir ' s h i story . B ut w i t h  regard to the 
main question of a l l o w ing an i mpart i al plebisc i te to dec i de 
the S tate ' s  fut ure. the Indian Premier h ad nothi n g  new to say. 
W h i l e  re i terating that the Indian Government was pl edged, 
before the peop le of Kashmi r and the U N .  to a l l o w  Kashmir  
the r ight  of se lf-determination.  Pand i t  Nehru e x p ressed his  
firm resolve to maintain the Indian Army i n  the State  during 
the plebiscite .  The Indian leader simply refuses t o  see the 
truth of the o b v i o u s  p r i n c i p l e  that there can be no free 

plebisc i te w i thout  the w i thdrawal of all parti san forces from 
outside .  The I ndian Pre m ier' s distorted logic may be accepted 
w i t h i n  h i s  country, part i c u l arly when i t  i s  l arded with d iatribes 
a g a i n s t  P a k i s t a n ,  b u t  n o  i n depende n t  o b s e r v e r  can be 
convi nced by such displays of poor reasoni n g  and obstinacy. 
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Further proof of Indian intrans igence is prov ided by the 
M in ister for States. who said in  reply to a parl i amentary 
question that · noth ing could prevent the proposed Constituent 
Assembly of Kashmir  from pronouncing itself on the question 
of access ion or non-access ion to India · . Mr  Ayyangar further 
stated that this so-cal led Constituent Assembly wou ld · frame 
a Con s t i t u t i o n  fo r t h e  w h o l e  of K a s hm i r · .  and  t h a t  
representat i \'es  from Azad Kashmir  would b e  welcomed. 

India c learly in tends to thwart a fair settlement of the 
K ashmir  di spute and. judging from past experience.  the 
chances  of pos i t ive  l';\ act ion are fai r ly  d im .  In these 
c i rcumstances.  the Pak istan Government must  review i ts  
whole Kashmir pol icy in order to ensure that  del iberate U N  
inaction does not perpetuate the present art ific ia l  d i \' i s ion of 
K ashm ir . w i th  the hu lk  of her popu lat ion and terr i tory 
dominated hy India under no better sanction than that of 
m i l i tary strength. H i therto. the Anglo-Ameri can powers haw 
used the Kashmir  problem to keep both India and Pak i stan 
on their leash. and ha\'e made no serious effort to use the UN 
machinery to  secure a proper sett lement. If they cannot be 
di ssuaded from playing wi th the l ives of 40 lakh human 
beings in an effort to further their own interests .  the Paki stan 
Government must expose their machinat ions before the world 
and give up further negotiations under American or Bri t ish 
auspices. Further comment on the s i tuat ion must he \\ i thheld 
unt i l  the results of the Security Counc i l ' s  renewed discuss ion 
of the problem are known. but i t  can be sa id that. if the UN 
offers no hope of an am icable and just solut ion .  the Pakistan 
Government has l it t le right to ask the people of Kashmir  to 
refrain from exerc i s ing their inherent r ight to struggle for the 
freedom of their homeland.  The pro longed and fru i t l ess  
conferences on the future of  the i r  countn have sore ! \  tried - -
the pat ience of the Kashmi ri people on both s ide-.. of  the 
cease-fi re l ine. Apart from the frustrat ion and unL·e:nainty 
that the present s ituation has fostered.  Kashm ir · � curnmon 
people who are cut o ff  from Kashmir " s  natural q1pply routes. 
have suffered grave economic hardship� .  They haYe waited 



Pakistan and t he World 

in the hope that the promised plebisc ite would soon solve 
their difficulties. If the Pakistan Government cannot guarantee 
such a desirable sol ution within a certain period, it should 
make its helplessness in this regard known to them , so that 
the people of Kashmir may be able to decide for themselves 
whatever course of action they consider best to secure their 
country ' s  l iberation. 

1 5  :vlarch 1 95 1  

Nehru on Kashmir 

Fol lowing India's  rejection of the Anglo-American resolution 
on Kashmir, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has made another futile 
effon to justify his Government ' s  policy of obstructing every 
attempt to achieve an amicable settlement of this long-standing 
Indo-Pakistan dispute. The latest proposals before the Security 
Counci l  certainly do not present an ideal scheme for securing 
the Kashmiri people 's  verdict on their country ' s  future, and 
opinion in Pakistan and Azad Kashmir has reacted strongly to 
certain provisions that can be made to serve as an escape-c lause 
for avoiding a State-wide plebiscite. India 's  objections, however, 
do not pertain to the Anglo-US plan · s undemocratic or dubious 
features .  That country ' s  opposit ion is obviously aimed at 
preserving the status quo . namely, the Hari Singh-Abdullah 
regime. That is why every conceivable proposal which seeks to 
dissipate the shadow of Indian bayonets and eliminate-or even 
restrict-the pressure of the undemocratic, Indian-sponsored 
Srinagar government is summarily rejected by New Delhi ' s  
bosses. And every such refusal to accept a peaceful way out of 
the existing deadlock is invariably accompanied by a welter of 
sentimental piffle. intended to confuse the issue and deflect world 
opinion from the main question. The Indian Prime M inister's  
recent effusions on Kashmir, at a Delhi press conference, 
constitute just such a performance. The fact that Pandit Nehru's  
arguments were not  coherent and that his  pique not  only 
overcame logic. but allowed him to make i l l-mannered and 
reckless remarks, can safely be attributed to the perceptible shift 
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in  world opinion from neutra l i ty towards supp011 of Pak istan ' s  
demand for t h e  unfettered e xerc i s e  o f  the ir  r ight to self
detenn i nation by the people of Kashmir. 

The I nd i an Pr i m e  M i n i st e r  devoted a great  d e a l  o f  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  p a s t  h a p p e n i n g s  a n d  p re se n t e d  h i s  o w n  
interpretat ion of e \'ents  i n  India .  Pak istan and Kash m i r. He 
had nothi n g  new to say . and h i s  d i storti on of h i story has 
repe ated l y  been e ;.;posed in  the Press .  not only i n  Pak i stan.  
but also in India  i he l f. . .  

The I n d i an Prem ier  decl ared that " i t \\ as the bus iness  of 
I nd i an troops to occupy the whole of Kas h m i r  if there was 
any danger to the Ind ian-he ld K ashm i r ' .  The use of the term 
' Indian-held · i s  an apt description of the pos i t ion on that s ide 
of the cease-fi re l i ne.  and we hope the s ign i fi cance of t h i s  
i n advertent  confe s s i on w i l l  not be m i ssed i n  the  proper 
q uarters . One can only hope that Pand i t  '.\eh r:J doe-., not t ake 
h i s  own hero i c s  serious ly .  for  i t  can only lead him and h i -.,  
country t o  di saster. There cannot b e  the s l i ghtest  doubt that 
any threat of aggression against Pak i stan \\ i l l  be re s i sted 
u n i tedly by al l Paki stan i s .  and that e \'ery c i t i ze n  of Pak is tan 
w i l l  ral l y  round the Government to m a i n t a i n  Pak i stan ' s  
i n t e g r i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e . l\i o r  c a n  I n d i a  d e c e i v e 
international  opin ion by c loak i ng her th reah of aggre s s i on i n  
a ' defe n s i v e ·  garb-a stratagem m ade fam i l i ar b y  sud1 war 
a l l i an c e s  a s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  P a c t .  \V e ask t h e  P a k i s t an 
Government to take due notice of the Indian Pri m e  M i n i �,te1 . .  s 
d e c larat i o n .  and to ra ise  the m at ter  bdurt� t h e  S e c u r i ty 
Counci l .  which m u st a lso be urged to g ivt� a m andatory 
dec i s ion on the K a shm i r  q ue q i o n .  and compel  Ind i a  to abide 
by the agreed dec i s i on to sel t l e  the State ' s  future through a 
free plebi sc i te .  

28 April  1 952 

Srinagar Trends 

I f  Shei k h  Abdu l l ah · �  recent >peeche� are n o t  rnere h part o t  a 
po l i t ical m anoeune to strengthen h i s  po� i t i ()n again't  h i s  
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opponents in Kashmir and India and to convince the Kashmiri 
people that their interests are safe in his hands,  the seemingly 
changed atti tude of the National Conference leader should 
help to dispel some of the confusion created by his blind 
obedience to I ndian dictates s ince the day he was rushed 
from his crude bedstead in a prison ce l l  to  the Prime 
Ministerial chair. Sheikh Abdul lah cannot be unaware of the 
fact that when h igh office comes as a gift from outs ide, made 
possible only by fore ign invas ion and the continued presence 
of a huge army of occupation, the beneficiary ' s  bondage
for being wi l l ingly accepted-is more rigorous than that of a 
prisoner whose body i s  in chains  but whose spiri t i s  free. If, 
as some of his s tatements indicate, he is now prepared to 
discard the bl inkers presented to him by India and make an 
honest endeavour to careful ly analyse the post-Partition events 
that have led up to the present unhappy situation in K ashmir, 
She ikh  Abdu l l ah  c a n n o t  fa i l  to see that the I n d i an 
Government ' s  s tand on K ashmir  has been comple te ly  
undemocrat ic and guided solely by the i l l -concealed intention 
to annex the beautiful and rich valley-irrespect ive of the 
rea l  w i s h c �  of i t s  i n h ab i t a n t s .  A l though t h e  I nd i an 
Government would probably  have pursued their predatory 
policy of annexation even without Sheikh Abdul lah ' s  support. 
he has fac i l i tated their task by aiding and abetting the ir plans, 
and has al lowed them to cloak their aggression in democratic 
verbiage. 

In  recent weeks, the comments of Indian leaders and the 
Congress  Press on Sheikh Abdul lah 's speeches have torn 
down what l i tt le was left of the facade of India ' s  professed 
altru i sm in regard to Kashmir. Whatever the motives which 
original ly prompted the leaders of the National Conference 
to abandon the struggle for K ashmir' s freedom and become 
partners in the conspiracy hatched by the Maharaja  and Sardar 
Patel ,  i t is apparent that India looks upon them as paid agents 
of New Delhi ,  and is not prepared to tolerate anything more 
than a formal show of autonomy .  The demand for the 
separation of Jammu and Ladakh,  supported by powerful 
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elements in India. shows that secularism in that country
l ike a number of i t s  other princip les-is a one-sided weapon .  
I t  i s  also fairly ob\' ious that Kashmir has  so  far been shown 
' special cons iderat ion · because of the d i spute about i t s  
accession. and that i f  the State ever becomes ful ly  integrated 
with India .  every possible effort would be made to subject 
the Kashmiri people to the far from benevolent Congress 
dictatorsh ip.  Further. it is  nei ther wise nor statesmanl ike on 
the part of Sheikh Abdul l ah and his party to depend entirely 
on Pandit Nehru to save them from the consequences of an 
unnatural al l i ance with India. Apart from the fact that the 
Indian Premier has always in the last analysis submitted to 
the pressure of the Congress Right-wing.  pac ify ing h i s  
conscience b y  try ing t o  rational ise the ir react ionary pol ic ies.  
surely the future of four mi l l ion people cannot be l inked to 
the fate of one person. however. important he may be today 
and however certain some may fee l  of his subjective de sire 
to do the right thing. 

The leaders of the National Conference. p laced as they 
are. can make a v ital contribution to the achievement of a 
j ust solution of the Kashmir dispute-whose worst vict ims 
natural ly are the Kashmiri  people. B ut to do so. Sheikh 
Abdul lah and his  friends must be able to adopt a rea l i st ic 
approach to  the Kashmir  prob lem . H i therto they have 
unthinkingly echoed every demand put forward by India ·  s 
rulers. and have made themselves a party to the cold war 
waged by India against Pakistan. Now that their att i tude 
towards India has become tinged with real ism.  they should 
go a step further and open their eyes to the fact that. however 
keenly the Gowrnment and people of Pakis tan desire that 
Kashmir should jo in  the i r  country. Paki stan has a lways 
supported the v iew that the question can only be decided by 
the people of Kashmir. and that they should be al lowed to do 
so through an impart ial  plebisc i te .  Pakistan · s stand should 
logically be supported even by those Ka�hmiris who favour 
Kashm i r ·  s access ion to I nd ia. for ordinary se 1 f-respect  
demands that  the people of the State should be treated not as 
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chatte ls ,  but as human beings capable of dec iding their own 
futu re .  C l ear l y ,  those K ashmir i s  who endorse I nd i a ' s  
undemocrati c  demand for a plebiscite held under the shadow 
of Indian bayonets lay themselves open to the charges of 
lacking confidence in their own cause and of being stooges 
of Indian interests. If the Nat ional Conference can reorientate 
its policy on this and al l ied questions, it could certainly help 
to hasten the dawn of Kashmir ' s  freedom; and i ts leaders 
should realise that the alternative promises only prolonged 
subjection, confl ict  and chaos. 

27 October 1 953 

Srinagar Antics 

Having usurped power in a despicable intrigue with Hari 
S ingh ' s  son , and having suppressed the people ' s  revolt with 
the help of Indian bayonets ,  the Bakhshi clique have sought 
to consolidate thei r  posit ion by e l im inating all dissenting 
elements from the Nat ional Conference leadership.  Matching 
the ruth lessness  and d i s regard of democ rat i c  propriety 
employee! i n  the earl ier rnup. Srinagar ' s rulers have adopted 
the expedient of gaol ing without trial or summari ly  expel l ing 
from the party everyone who refused to accept the new 
regime. With a majority of their former colleagues on the 
Executive Committee of the Nat ional Conference having been 
arrestee! or ' purged ' ,  Messrs Bakhshi and Sadiq are now 
trying desperate ly to assuage the people ' s  anger and hosti l i ty 
by ho ld ing a series of party Convent ions  where these 
gentlemen parade themselves as true wel l -wishers of the 
Kashmiri people ,  promi s ing to redress every possible publ i c  
grievance in  return for popular support. Reform of the ' land 
reform s ' .  free schoo l s .  cheap food.  rehab i l i t at i on of t rade. 
and e l im ination of corruption and maladministration, are some 
of the i tems on the S rinagar Government ' s  campaign of 
extravagant pledges .  The l atest of such conventions was held 
at Anantnag , where Mr Bakhshi ' s  supporters, apart from their 
usual propaganda, have come out in  support of a 'democratic .  
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just .  and peacefu l  solution of the Kashmir question · .  But .  
whi le  support ing the Nehru-A l i  agreement. the  resolut ion 
adopted by the Convention went on to say that the two main 
impediments to i ts implementation were the act iv i t ies of 
' certain i nterested fore ign imperi a l i st powers · and some 
' influent ial rul ing c ircles in  Pakistan · .  This is an amazing 
distortion of h istor: even for such expert defiers of truth as 
are found in the Nat ional Conference rump. Whatever m ight 
be said of Pakistan · s  ru l ing c i rc les .  and we often find it 
necessary to cri t i c i se the ir  po l i c ies  and ut terances .  the 
Pakistan Go\'ernment certa in ly cannot be accused of delaying 
or obstructing a p lebiscite in  Kashmi r. I t  is. equal ly .  a wel l 
establ i shed fact that from the very start Indi a ' s  attitude has 
been, to say the very least, extreme ly unhelpfu l .  As for the 
intrigues of fore ign imperia l is ts .  whatever their nature or 
extent. they cannot be used as an excuse for denying the 
K ashmiri people their democrat ic rights. or for fois t ing on 
them a puppet dictatorship.  

We see that .  not only are the Bakhshi c l ique indu lging in  
a fal sification of i rrefu table facts ,  but the ir  support for a 
democrat ic sol ut ion of the Kashmir question i s  as valueless 
as their  other ant ics ,  whose purpose is to pac ify a host i le  
people. For. on the same day that  the Anantnag Convention 
spoke in favour of democracy, Mr Sadiq dec lared in  a rabid ly 
anti -Pakis tani speech at Gwal ior that · Kashmir wi l l  l i\'e with 
I ndia and die with Ind ia · .  Those who have gained power 
through the Sadar- i -Riyasat 's fiat. and are maintaining it with 
a regime of terror. can hardly be expected to favour any steps 
towards democracy in Kashmir. In sharp contrast wi th the 
rav i ng-., of \kssrs B akh -., h i  and Sadiq .  the voice of occupied 
Ka-,hmir found a true echo in the resolution adopted by the 
Working Commi ttee of the Kashmir  Democrat i c  U n ion .  
meeting at  Delhi  under the Pres identsh ip of Pandit  Prem Nath 
Bazaz. \\ h i  ch condemned the recent ki ! l ing of Kashmiri 
patriots and cal l ed for an early plebisc i te-a demand that no 
honest person . \\·hatever h is  \ iews about Kashmir ' s  future. 
can refuse to regard as the only  solut ion to the problem . 
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3 March 1 954 

The Blind Spot 

Pandi t  Jawaharlal Nehru ' s  latest speech on the subject of Indo
Pakistan relations marks another stage in the reversal of the 
recent happy trend, which had held out reasonable hopes of a 
jus t  settlement of the K ashmir d i spute fol lowed by the 
es tab l i shment  of fri end ly  re la t ions  between these  two 
neighbouring States, for whose future progress and prosperity 
mutual co-operation is very nearly an essential prerequisite. The 
Indian Prime Minister has spoken at considerable length, dealing 
with a number of important i ssues; his speech, therefore, deserves 
ful l  attention and careful analysis. For a proper appraisal of 
Pandit Nehru' s  statements i t  is necessary to remember that the 
burdens of office have developed in him a strain of schizophrenia, 
and that his high idealism as a historian or pol i t ical theoretician 
does not always mould the polices he formulates or the decisions 
he makes in what he considers to be the i nterests of his country 
or of his party. Nor do the symptoms of this malady find 
expression only in the case of Inda-Pakistan i ssues. To give a 
recent example, Pandit Nehru justified the pol it ico-rel igious 
directives of the Catholic Bishops in the Tranvacore-Cochin  
elections because the Church i s  supporting the Congress, but i n  
PEPSU, where the Akal i s  are opposing the ruling party. he  waxed 
eloquent about the importance of keeping religion out of politics. 
S imilarly, the Congress leadership often co-operates with the 
rabid leaders of H indu communalist parties, but even mild 
Muslim communal ists are considered a danger to Indian 
secularism and are jailed without charge or trial . These and other 
instances are significant; but it is  the Kashmir case which is 
Pandit Nehru 's  blind spot. The glaring contrast between what 
the Nehru Government have said and done in the case of 
Junagadh, and their stand in regard to Kashmir, provides the 
classic example of their adherence to the principle of 'heads I 
win, tails you lose ' .  As far as India ' s  i nternal problems are 
concerned, i t  i s  primari ly for the people of that country to decide 
how they should deal with the contrad ictions of Congress 
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pol icies. but. for obv ious reasons. when Pandit Nehru tries to 
apply the same principle to Inda-Pakistan disputes. the attempt 
must be resisted and exposed. 

The Ind i an Pr ime M in is ter  has demanded that  the  
American members of  the U N  team of observers in  Kashmir 
should be withdrawn because. in  v iew of US mi l itary aid to 
Paki stan. " they can no longer be treated as neutrab · .  Pandi t  
Nehru · s  new-found reali sation that America is not neutral i s  
interes t ing .  As far a s  we  are concerned . 'vve have never 
cons idered America  to be neutral in any international d ispute : 
and in the Kashmir  case. she has cons i s tently aided and 
abetted I nd ia ' s  pol icy of avoiding implementation of the 
plebisci te agreement. The Indian dcmarchc on the question 
of American observers has no real s ignificance: for in  the 
context of present condit ions .  the nat ional ity of the group of 
observers does not  make the s l ightest difference to anyone� 
and India knows this .  I n  fact .  if the presence of the Americans 
among the UN observers had been a genuine point of confl ict .  
and their  wi thdrawal would b ind India to al low a free 
pleb i s c i te to be he ld .  one wou ld  wi thout  the s l i ghtes t  
hesitation advi se the  Pakistan Government and the Uni ted 
Nations to raise no objections to the I ndian demand. B ut .  as 
the rest of Pandit !\ehru 's speech proves beyond doubt. the 
new problem has been created purely for the �ake of creat ing 
a new problem and finding yet another excuse to avoid the 
feared p leb isc i te .  Apart from th i s  l atest  s tunt . which i s  
seem ingly intended to queer the  p i t ch  for further I ndo
Pak i s t a n  nego t i a t i o n s  on K a s h m i r .  and to  pre s sure 
Washi ngton and the U n i ted N at i o n s .  Pand i t  N ehru has  

\ i rtua l ly backed out  of the commitments made by h im last 
summer at the Delhi Conference. He says that " the question 
of the 4uantum of forces in Kashmir has assumed a new 
character · .  and that the whole i ssue must be reconsidered 

· \vhen on the other side of the cease-fire l i ne large addit ional 
forces are be ing thrust in and put at t he di sposal of Pakistan · .  
The fi rst c la im i s  de\ oid of all logic and the latter assertion i s  
a complete miss tatement. The quest ion o f  the 4uantum of 
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forces to be kept in Kashmir during the plebisc i te depends 
solely on condit ions inside the State, and the requirements of 
maintaining l aw and order and of ensuring that neither side 
i nterferes w i th the people ' s  freedom to vote as they choose . 
I t  has absolutely noth ing to do with the strength, numerical 
or otherwi se ,  of the Pak is tan or I nd ian arm ie s  outs i de 
Kashmir. If Pandit Nehru ' s  s trange l ine of thought were 
accepted, Pakistan could claim the right to determine for India 
the number of d iv is ions  and the type of equipment her army 
should have, and vice versa; i t  needs no argument to prove 
that th is  posit ion i s  completely ridiculous.  I t  is equally wrong 
to a l lege that ' l arge additional forces are being (or w i l l  be) 
thrust i n '  on this  side of the cease-fire l ine. Pakistan has 
scrupulously observed the various Inda-Pakistan agreements 
in regard to Kashmir  and she intends to do so in  the future; 
th i s  fac t  is p roved by Pakistan ' s  stand duri ng  a l l  past  
negot iations, and the unequivocal dec larations of various 
Government  spokesmen that  P ak i s tan "s  o n l y  demand 
regarding Kashmir  i s  that the people should exercise w ithout 
any duress their right to self-determination . 

Pandit Nehru, however. remains unsati sfied, and professes 
a serious fear of sudden aggression from Paki stan. Neither 
Paki stan 's  assurances,  nor the strength of I ndia' s l arge army. 
seems acceptable to h im as a suffic ient guarantee against 
attack. The I nd ian Prime Minister says that without  a joint 
no-war decl aration, fear and suspicion can never be al layed. 
I n  the first  p l ace,  as Pandit  Nehru should know, mere 
declarations are of l ittle value in today ' s  world; w ithout going 
far, one can take the e xample  of I nd i a ' s  oft-repeated 
decl aration that the Kashmir  people w i l l  dec ide their own 
future. Secondly, a no-war declaration by India and Paki stan 
is meaningless when the cease-fire i n  Kashm i r  has not even 

led to a proper truce and, technica lly ,  the war in Kashmir has 
not ended. S urely, first things must come first ; the proper 
thing to do is to c lose the unhappy chapter of the conflict in  
Kashmir  by  accepting a democratic  solut ion of  the  problem, 
and then propose a no-war declaration or pact of peace . In 
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the ex1 stmg circumstances .  no one can accept the Indian 
proposal as a genuine step towards friendship :  it c an only be 
read as an effort to · freeze ' the present unjust divis ion of 
Kashmir .  Pandit Nehru ' s  object ions to fore ign intervention, 
h is  dissati sfaction w ith the working of the UN. his  opposition 
to dom i na t i o n  of A s i a  by  the Wes t .  are a l l  wor thy 
sentiments-which have even greater bearing on the si tuation 
in countries l ike Korea and Indo-China. M alaya and Kenya. 
Tunisia and \1orocco. But India has in the recent past often 
connived at. and even co-operated with. the West "s aggressive 
pol ic ies in  re lation to some of these countries .  That Pandit 
Nehru ' s  ant i - imperia l i sm i s  being refurbished to serve as an 
addit ional argument to retain control of Kashmir is certainly 
no service to the causes he professes to hold dear. Whi le our 
v iews on American mi l itary aid are wel l known-and we 
cannot allow ourselves to approve something that we consider 
harmful to Pakistan · s  interests merely because India is trying 
to  t ak e  advan tage of  the deve l opment  for unworthy  
purposes-it is  perfectly obvious that Pandit Nehru · s l atest 
po l i cy  s ta tement  is a de l i berate at tempt to wreck the 
negotiat ions o n  Kashmir. and that this is  certa in to harm 
Indo-Paki stan relations and prov ide greater opportun i ties for 
the spread of imperial ist influence in this part of the world. 
And. l ast ly.  i f  the Indian Prime Min i ster is  determined to 
break off direct Indo-Pakistan negot iations and intends to 
take some point of dispute to the international forum. Pakistan 
w i l l .  inev itably. have to consider the advisab i l i ty  of re
opemng the whole Kashmir quest ion before the Un i ted 
Nation s .  

2 5  August 1 955 

India and Kashmir 

Pandit fa\\ aharlal i\ehru · s latest reference t o  Kashmir provides 
furt her e\· i dence of the Indian Government "  s desi re to wriggle 

out of the ir  commitments \\· i th  regard to the future of the 
di sputed State and to persuade the world to treat India ·  s 



Pak i stan and the World 

conquest of a large part of Kashmir as a fait accompli. Giving 
his version of the history of the dispute, the Indian Prime 
Minister stated that his Government ' s  pledge to allow the 
Kashmiri people to decide their own future was merely a 
uni lateral declaration and that it contained no mention of a 
plebiscite. Pandit Nehru i s  good enough to admit that India did 
accept the UNCIP resolution, which cal led for a plebiscite to 
determine Kashmir 's  future, but he goes on to say that the 
condit ions governing the plebiscite, as defined in the UN 
resolution, had not so far been fulfi l led , and that in  the 
meanwhile certain other developments had taken place which 
have to be duly considered. Pandit Nehru did not go any 
further. but the impl ications of his statement are quite clear, 
namely that Pakistan has nothing to do with the question of 
Kashmir's accession, which is a matter between India and the 
Kashmiri people, and that certain developments have made it 
virtually impossible for India to honour its pledge to hold a 
plebiscite in the S tate. That this interpretation of Pandit Nehru ' s  
statement is by no  means unfair i s  proved by the utterances of 
other spokesmen of the Indian Government. In this connection 
one might recall the speech made by Pandit Pant not long ago, 
the repeated ravings of the puppet Premier of occupied Kashmir 
(who loses no opportunity of trying to browbeat the Kashmiri 
people by assuring them that their fate i s  finally sealed), and 
the more recent statement of Mr Krishna Menon, Pandit 
Nehru ' s  chief advi ser on foreign affairs, declaring that he was 
unaware of the existence of the Kashmir problem and that. as 
far as he knew, Kashmir was a part of India. 

The facts of the case, however. fu l ly  expose the weakness 
of the Indian Government " s  present position. As long ago as 
2 November 1 947,  Pandit Nehru made the unequivocal 
dec l aration that Delh i ' s  acceptance of Hari S i n gh ' s  request 

for Kashmir 's  accession to India was conditional . He said: 
' We have declared that the fate of Kashmir is u l t imately to 
be decided by the people. That pledge we have given not 
only to the people of Kashmir but to the world. We wi l l  not 
and cannot back out of i t .  We are prepared, when peace and 
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law and order have been estab l i shed. to have a referendum 
under international auspices l i ke the United Nations. We want 
it to be a fair and just reference to the people and we shall 
accept their verdic t ' .  This pol icy statement of the I ndian 
Prime M inis ter was subsequently endorsed by his Deputy, 
Sardar Pate l .  who stated with equal emphas i s  that · i t would 
be for the people of Kashmir to decide their own fate · .  
Further. when i t  was decided t o  take the di spute t o  the UN.  
Indi an spokesmen dec lared that Ind ia  des ired to  hold a 
referendum under impart ial  auspices and that .  a lthough 
Pakistan had been informed of this  intent ion.  i t  apparently 
did not accept such a solution but sought a dec i sion by the 
force of arms .  The subsequent discussions in  the United 
Nations .  and the negot iat ions under the U N  Commission. 
were c learly held on the basis of India ' s  wi l l ingness to accept 
Kashmir ' s  right to sel f-determination. This was the main 
ground which made the cease-fi re acceptable to the Kashmiri 
people. India ·  s pledge was further confirmed by the UNCIP 
reso lu t ion .  wh ich .  Mr Nehru proudly po in ts  out ,  Ind ia  
accepted before Pakis tan did .  But  once peace had been 
restored and a measure of stab i l ity acquired by the Srinagar 
Government. sponsored by India and instal led wi th the help 
of Indian bayonets. Pandit Nehru and his Government began 
to back out of their solemn p ledges. Every attempt-either 
directly by the Pakistan Government or under UN auspices
to reso lve  the  deadl ock  has been wrecked by I nd i an  
intransigence. Today. ignoring the c lear dec larat ion by  the 
Indian representative at the UN that the Srinagar 'Constituent 
Assembly ' had no right to decide the accession i ssue.  the 
Government of I ndia are try ing assiduously to foster the 
impression that the Kashmir problem i s  no longer a l ive issue. 
In the matter of negot iations. their latest p iece of chicanery 
has been to bring up a wholly extraneous issue in an effort to 
evade the imp lementat ion of the agreement  to ho ld  a 
plebiscite. While the real point at issue i s  the quantum of 
forces that are to remain inside Kashmir terri tory during the 
plebiscite. or the admin istrative arrangements for the poll .  
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Pandit Nehru i rre levantly talks of the equipment which the 
Pakistan Army is  supposed to receive from America or of 
Pakistan ' s  in ternal pol it ical s i tuation-matters which have 
nothing to do wi th Kashmir and are none of his business .  

Paki stan ' s  stand on the K ashmir  i ssue has been based on 
c l ear-cut  democrat ic pr inc i p les ,  and i t  has cons is tent ly 
demanded that the people of Kashmir should be al lowed to 
g ive their verdict on the future of their homeland w ithout 
duress of any sort . This objective has been pursued both at 
the UN and in direct negotiations w i th India. During recent 
months,  the direct talks between the two Prime Min isters 
have on occas ions shown some promise of yielding results ,  
but  u l t imately, whenever the two s ides have come to grips 
w i th practical questions, I nd ia has successfully taken evasive 
act ion . Paki stan can be cri t ic i sed, primaril y  for fai l i ng to give 
more attention to this  question and for al lowing I ndia to d i l ly
dal l y  for so long.  We hope that i n  the future the Paki stan 
Government w i l l  exhibi t  greater resoluteness and doggedness 
in i ts  hand l ing of the Kashmir d ispute. The I ndian Prime 
Min i ster should be inv i ted to a final conference on the i ssue, 
and i f, after such talks, i t  i s  fel t  that no  usefu l  purpose can be 
served through direct negotiat ions, the matter should be raised 
at the UN . wi th the c lear-cut demand that India must be 
compel led to submi t  the question of Kashmir ' s  accession to 
its people. The people of Kashmi r  and Pakistan have already 
w a i ted long enough for a so lu t ion .  There are s igns  of 
increasing i mpatience and restiveness on both sides of the 
cease-fire l ine .  The movement for freedom in occupied 
K ashmir  has now acqu i red greater cohes ion and strength, and 
if no settlement i s  found, the people ' s  di scontentment is l ikely 
to erupt. In Pakistan, taking a leaf out of India ' s  book, 
suggestions are being made that a satyagraha movement 
should be launched w i th a view to compell ing India to abide 
by its commi tments . These developments foreshadow serious 
compl ications, not only i n  occupied Kashmir, but in  the whole 
fie ld  of Inda-Pakistan re lat ions .  The Indian Government must, 
therefore, be persuaded to give up their recalc itrance and 
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agree to implement the agreement wi th Pak i s tan for a free 
and impart ial vote by the Kashmiri people on the future of 
their State. 

19 A pril 1956 

Nehru 's Basic Facts 

Mr Jawaharlal l\'ehru " s  latest speech in his carefully-planned 
propaganda campaign to smother and bury the Kashmir  i ssue 
shows that his amnesia in regard to the Kashmir case has become 
a permanent disabi l i ty. Despite pointed reminders from al l parts 
of the sub-continent. including Kashmir. the l i st of basic facts 
presented by the Indian Premier for the edification of the outside 
world st i l l  contains no mention of the Kashmiri people · s right 
to self-detennination. or the fact that this right was accepted by 
both India and Pakistan. that the method of its expression was 
agreed upon by them under UN auspices. and that responsibi l ity 
for the continuing deadlock regarding implementation of the 
agreement rests solely with the Indian Government. Instead of 
facing reality. Mr Nehru seeks to distort h istory and mis interpret 
facts in an effort to justify India ·  s changing-but persistently 
undemocratic-stand on Kashmir. In fact. except for Pak istan ' s  
weather conditions . almost every development in  this country i s  
quoted by Mr Nehru as proof o f  the correctness of h i s  
Govemment " s  Kashmir pol icy. 

It is said. for example. that the plebi sc i te p lan fai led 
because Pak i s tan refused to w i thdraw i ts troops from 
Kashmir-forgett ing that India had a s imul taneous obl igation 
to w ithdraw the bulk of its forces from the State and that its 
refusa l  to do so caused the dead lock .  To bypass such  
inconvenient facts .  Mr l\'ehru dec lares that even i f  Pakis tan 
agreed to w ithdraw i t s  troops uni lateral ly .  no p lebi sci te could 
now be held because of other factors. Among these new 

factors he l i st s  Kashmi r · s  prosperity. Pak i stan ·s pol i t ica l  
instabi l i ty .  the receipt of US mi l i tary a id by Pakistan. and i t s  
membership of Western mi l i tary a l l iances .  Mr  Nehru does 
not stop to explain how any of these factors can just ify den ial  
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of the Kashmiri people ·  s right to decide the ir future for 
themselves, nor why h is  Government had refused to  come to 
terms during the five years that Kashmir was not prosperous.  
when Min i stries had not started changing rapidly in th i s  
country, and Pak istan had not  accepted U S  a id .  And, surely,  
a man of Mr Nehru ' s  inte l l igence cannot fail to real ise that 
his continued refusal to deal fairly with Pakistan has been 
largely responsible for invit ing Western pressure on Pakistan 
and inducing the Pakistan Government to make the shift to 
i t s  present pro-Western pol i c y .  A l l  the o ld  h ac kneyed 
arguments have been served up again by Mr Nehru, but, 
s ince they have all been answered effectively. some new piece 
of sophistry had to be devised. The Indian Premier ' s  latest 
thes is  l inks the Kashmir question to the exodus of non
Musl ims from East Bengal ; and on the basis of this imaginary 
l ink he dec lares that he i s  not prepared to discuss the matter 
with Pakistan ' s  leaders unless they accept divis ion of the 
S tate along the ceasefire l ine. All that Mr Nehru can say in 
favour of this plan i s  that he does not want condi tions on the 
sub-continent to become unsettled once again.  He knows, of 
course . that there can be no justi fication for seek ing the 
part i t ion of Kashmir along the cease-fire l ine;  it has no 
democrati c  sanction. and the only law that can be quoted in 
its support is  the law of force .  The argument that unsettled 
cond i t ions  must  be avoided overlooks the fac t  that the 
Kashmir dispute i s  the greatest single unsettling fac tor in this 
part of Asia and no sati sfactory re lationship between India 
and Pakistan i s  possible unt i l  i t  is  settled. 

While Mr Nehru ' s  pol icy statements have ful ly exposed 
his Government ' s  undemocratic bias, it has become a l ittle 
more d ifficult for the Government and people of this country 
to decide on the course they should fol low now that the door 
has  been c losed to d i rec t  nego t i a t ions .  The Pak i s t an 
Government has already decided to raise the issue again before 
the UN Security Council .  This move, even though unavoidable. 
hardly warrants over-optimism. There are no good reasons to 
bel ieve that the majority group in the Counci l ,  or any other of 
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the B ig  Powers. w i l l  adrncate a pol icy guided sole ly by the 
desire to ensure that j ustice is done. S imi l arly. experience has 
proved that by rais ing the Kashmir i ssue at meetings of the 
member nations of Western-sponsored mi l i tary pacts, Pakistan 
can achieve noth ing at a l l  except to demonstrate the apathy of 
those who are l i sted i n  Karachi ' s  books as Pakistan ' s  a l l ies .  
What then are we to do'? S ince war must be ru led out as a 
means of achieving what is undoubtedly  a just objective.  arc 
we to treat the Kashmir cause as lost? The ans\\ er i "  no-
primari ly  because. whatever Mr Nehru and his friends m igh t  
say. the people of  Kashmir w i l l  never learn to  accept outs ick 
dictat ion. and because a people detennined to be free cannot 
be denied their right for very long. I t  is Pakist an ' s  ma in duty 
not onl y  to mobi l i se world opinion through the Unikel Nations 
and other forums. hut aho to seek the sympathy of , lcmocratic 
opin ion by  fol lowing corr<.::c t  policies in  the domest ic  and 
international spheres .  and tu give every poss ib le support to the 
cause ot Kashmir 's  l iberat ion. \Ve would abo l i h:c to hope that 
the end of the Kashmiri people ' s  travai l \\ i l l  be brought nearer 
by the assert ion of rational opinion in I ndia i n  favour of a 
democrat ic sett l ement of the Kashmir quest ion .  Th ink ing 
Indians must real ise that the unsolwd Kashmir dispute harms 
both India and Pakistan . and that no real progress is possible 
on the sub-continent un]c-,.., an agreed -.,olut ion to the dispute i s  
found and honest ly implementL'1l. Shri V inuba Bhaw 's  recent 
condemnation of the arms race between I ndia and Paki stan 
raises the hope that Mahatma Gandh i ' s  most prominent disciple 
may focu s  his attention on Indo-Pakistan problems. and bring 
his great prest ige to the assis tance of democratic elements who 
arc already try ing to persuade \1r :'.\ehru to see the path of 
n.� ,t-.;on . Be that as i t  may. it is quite plain that the end to these 
confl ict'> can come only \\ i th the rea l i sation that the only just 
settlement in Kashmir i ;;  also the only sett lement possible. 
namely .  the cxerc i -.,e by the people of the ir  right to detem1ine 
their homeland ' s  future. and that the basic fach of \1r Nehru 's  
choice or im ention hold the J'l"l'lll i�c only of prolonged I ndo
Paki stan confl ict and endless compl ications. 
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26 January 1 957 

India in the Dock 

After a great deal of unnecessary delay .  caused mainly by a 
studied evasion of the i ssue by those who wield great influence 
in UN counci ls ,  the Kashmir case has. once again, been taken 
up by the Security Council-and, once again, India stands in 
the dock before the tribunal of world opinion. Overriding M r  
Krishna Menon ' s  frantic pleas, and frustrating his attempt at 
delay through fil ibuster, the Counci l  has passed a resolution by 
ten votes to nil (with the USSR abstaining) , reminding the 
Governments concerned of the accepted principle that ' the final 
dispos ition ' of Kashmir "wi l l  be made in accordance with the 
wi l l  of the people expressed through the democratic method of 
a free and impartial plebiscite conducted under the auspices of 
the United Nations ' ,  and re-affirming its clear stand that the 
antics of the Srinagar Assembly cannot in any way change this 
position. As a first step towards securing a just settlement of 
the dispute, the Security Counci l ' s  resolution may be viewed 
wi th a measure of satisfaction-but only as the first step. If the 
Counc i l  does not-as i t  has resolved to do-'continue its 
consideration of the dispute ' ,  its present mild and indirect 
criticism of India ' s  move to absorb Kashmir wi l l  serve no 
useful purpose. The UN must squarely face the fact that India 
is gui lty of deliberately obstructing implementation of a solemn 
tripartite pact, of violat ing UN inj unctions, and, now, of 
repudiating the very bas is of the agreement which led to the 
cease-fire in Kashmir, and that it must speedily devi se effective 
means to persuade the Indian Government to honour its pledged 
word. The Security Counci l ' s  duty in the matter wil l  not end 
until India has been made to see and perform its clear duty of 
giving the Kashmiri  people their promi sed freedom. It should 
be real ised that the UN ' s  fail ure to achieve a just settlement 
can only provoke further turmoi l in occupied Kashmir, embitter 
Inda-Pakistan rel ations, and keep al ive tension in this region. 
making it a sub-arena in the Cold War and a target of foreign 
intrigues. 
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I ndia ·  s defence agai nst Paki stan · s straightforward charge 
that, in v i o lation of the international agree ments on the s ubject. 
India was tryi ng to integrate the d i sputed State \\ i th  the territory 
of I ndia. was a l aboured effm1 to confuse the basic issues.  Mr V. 
K .  Krishna '\1enon argued along t h e  n e w  Indian l ine. in  defiance 
of both logic and truth. that the access ion of Kashm i r  to India i s  
complete and that there can be n o  secession. H i s  contention 
that, from the geographical , ethn ic and social points of v iew. 
Kashmi r  fom1s part of India rather than Pakistan makes nonsense 
of h istory and geography:  while the assert ion that Kashmi r ' s  
access ion t o  Pak i stan \\ ould set off bloody rel igious feuds i n  
the sub-cont i nent i s  merely a n  attempt at blackmail .  A n d  the 
argument that there is no cris is  in  K ashmir. that there is no real 
dispute. that the Security Counc i l  i s  discussing a mere ·s i tuation · .  
i s  not only contrary t o  the fach. but an open i rn  itation t o  the 
people of K a-.hmir to convert the · s ituation · i nto a deeper cr is is .  
to create c ircumstances that \\ ould compel the Securi ty Counci l  
to  s i t  up and take notice of India ·  s attempt to s uppress  the 
freedom urge of the Kashmi ri people .  What is more .  the fiction 
of Kashmi r ' s  accession gi \ es India a pseudo-legal claim to Azad 
K ashmi r  and G i lgi t .  creating a dangerous s i tuation in  which one 
wrong move may cause an explos ion . 

A l l  this .  hO\VeYer. is an old '->tory. and India gains nothing by 
its repetit ion.  The important fact i s  that. i rrespecti Ye of what 
happened in 1 947 and 1 948. India has so far held the view that 
K ashm i r ' s  accession was condi t ional.  and that. as soon as peace 
was restored. a plebiscite would be held to detem1ine the State ' s  
future s tatu s .  Pandit Nehru ha-. repeatedly declared that India 
would honour i ts  pledge to allrm the K ashmiri  people to decide 
for themselw" \\ hcther they \\ anted to accede to Paki stan or 

India.  If \\·hat \1r \1enon no\\ "ays i" not palpably fal se. why 
did Indian repre sentatiw" assure the Security Counci l  that the 
Srinagar Assembly could not take any deci s ion in the matter of 
the State ' s  access ion·? \Vhy did the Indian Gm emment agree.  in 
A ugust 1 95 3 .  to dev i se ways and means of i mple menting the 
international agreement for holding a plebi -,c1te in Kashmi r"? 
Why did they promi se that a Plebiscite Admi n i strator would be 
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appointed by April 1 954'? All this  clearly shows that India, 
having fai led completely, despite i ts policy of generous aid to 
the puppet administration in Occupied Kashmir, to win over the 
Kashmiri people, has decided to abandon both law and moral i ty 
in an attempt to retain i ts hold over the State. 

The most r idiculous part of Mr Menon ' s  speech in the 
Security Counci l  is h is  dec laration that the U N  resolut ions  on 
the subject and India·  s acceptance of them, and the relevan t  
joint I ndo-Pakis tan communiques, have no real va lue because 
' they amoun t  to the expre ss ion of a w i sh and not  an 
i nternational obl igation · .  Mr Menon, however, does not seem 
to have convinced himself of the val idity of this quaint theory; 
therefore, he goes on to argue that the commitment to allow a 
plebiscite was made subject to the signing of a truce, and that 
this truce was not signed because Pakistan ' s  forces were not 
withdrawn from Kashmir. This  is another of Mr Menon ' s  
many half- truths. The w ithdrawal of  troops from the  Pakistani 
side was directly l inked wi th the question of the w i thdrawal 
of the bulk of India ' s  army from Occupied Kashmir. To this 
withdrawal India has never agreed . 

In any case. Pakis tan is perfectly wi l l ing today, as i t  
always has been, to s ign a truce agreement in accordance 
with the UN resolut ion on the subject .  If Ind ia  were also 
wi l l ing to do so, the road to a settlement of the Kashmir 
d ispute would be c leared of al l  stumbl ing blocks. But  Mr 
Menon makes another twis t  and adduces a new argument to 
avoid a suggest ion on these l ines. He says that the resolut ions 
which constitute the I ndo-Pakistan agreement on Kashmir 
are not the Security Counc i l ' s resolutions, implying thereby 
that, because the reso l ut ions were originally adopted by the 
UN Commiss ion ,  they do not have full b inding force .  Thi s  i s  
a preposterous argument , because t h e  Security Counci l  i n  

due course took  cogn i zance of  a l l  t he  Com m i s s ion · s 
resolut ions and urged India and Paki stan to act i n  accordance 
with them. It has done so once again. India ' s  rejection of i ts 
l atest resolut ion, apart from reducing Mr Menon ' s  argument 
to a cheap quibble, creates a s i tuat ion which mus t  be dealt 
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with firmly-to end the bondage of the Kashmiri people and 
bring real peace to the lndo-Pakistan sub-continent. 

9 October 1 957 

The Kashmir Case 

With the Kashm i r  case once again before the Secur i ty 
Counc i l . India · s leaders have apparently given up all attempts 
at logical d iscussion of the i ssues involved: instead. they are 
depend ing a lmos t  who l l y  on abu s i ve and  provoc at ive  
language to  save their  posit ion. The latest i l l ustration of this  
new pol icy is  prO\ ided by Mr Jawaharlal Nehru. who has 
accused Pakis tan of ·gangsterism · in Kashm ir. and declared 
that Paki s tan should · get out ' of Kash m i r  because the 
plebiscite question was something that concerned only India 
and no one else .  This ranting and raving seems to be a part of 
the touch-me-not strategy dev i sed by India during the last  
year or so in an effort to make the world accept the status 

quo in Kashmir ' s  di sputed terr i tory. 
H av ing  fa i l ed  to persuade . browbeaL or br ibe the  

Kashmiri people into surrendering the i r  right to  freedom
during ten years of m i l i tary occupation-India faced a grave 
predicament: she had to choose between respecting her treaty 
obligations-with the strong l ikel ihood that Kashmir would 
be lost to India in  a free p lebisc i te-and retract ing her 
promises. India· s leaders seem to have chosen the l atter 
course. Now . in  order to divert the world ' s  attention from the 
basic facts of the case. they have started a campaign of s lander 
against Pakistan which not only v io lates the accepted rules of 
i nternational conduct .  but seeks to ra ise i ssues that are 
completely i rre levant to the Kashmir dispute. For example. 
Mr Nehru and Pandit  Pant have asserted recently that the 
demand for a plebisci te in Kashmir  has no force because 
Paki stan has not yet been able to hold i ts first General 
Election . No one is more consc ious of th i s  fai l ing  than the 
people of Pak i stan. but how does Pak istan ' s  inab i l i ty to 
arrange a General Elect ion just ify India · s enslavement of 
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Kashmir. or her attempt to back out of the promise that the 
people of the S tate would be al lowed to decide their future in 
an i mpartial poll? To take another example, s ince India ' s  cry 
of danger from Pakistan was met by the proposal for a UN 
force to be stationed on this side of the cease-fire l i ne, talk of 
future aggression has subsided; I ndian leaders have again 
started harping on the aggression that was supposed to have 
taken p lace in  1 947-long before the cease-fire and the 
various other international agreements which ·are meant to 
govern the decision on the future of Kashmir. 

Obvious ly ,  a great deal of what i s  being said by Indian 
leaders on the subject of Kashmi r  i s  sheer nonsense; but i t  is 
dangerous nonsense. None except the purbl ind can fai l  to see 
that a settl ement of the Kashmir d ispute cannot be long 
delayed except at great cost to the peoples of the sub
continent, or imagine that ,  by fol lowing the present policy of 
dangerous drift, I ndia w i l l  be able to make Pakistan and the 
world forget the dispute. India may not eas i ly  real ise the 
fut i l ity of her present pol icy. and the chances of her early 
return to the path of sanity may appear to be smal l ;  but it is 
plain that this i s  the only \\ay to end the present deadlock.  
which can ,  if neglected, lead to disaster. I t  i s ,  therefore, 
essent ia l  that world opinion shou ld ,  through the Un i ted 
Nations, assert itself suffic iently to make India real ise that 
her stand on Kashmir i s  wrong and immoral , and that it can 
have the most serious consequences . The next few days wi l l  
show whether the world powers are prepared to take the 
deci s ive act ion required to settle a d ispute which vital ly 
concerns the 400 mi l l ion people of this sub-continent. or 
whether India ' s  tact ics wil l  again succeed in obtaining a 
further lease of l i fe for her m i srule in Kashmir. 

25 November 1 957 

Soviet Veto 

The Soviet Government ' s  decision to veto the Five-Power 
resolut ion on Kashmir  w i l l  nei ther help to i mprove the 
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p rospec t s  of peal· c  ret u rn i n g  to that  d i s tu rbed l a n d  nor  
enhance the U S S R ·  s reputat i on for adhere nce to democrati c  
pri nc ip les .  The Anglo-American m o w  i n  t h e  Security Counc i l  
does n o t  rep resent anyth i ng m ore than a half-hearted attempt  
to pacify Pak i stan-without seri ously annuy i n g  I nd i a-for i f  
Dr Graham were t o  \· i s i t  th is  sub-cont inent  i n  accordance 
w i t h  the terms of reference la id  down in the draft reso l ut ion.  
h i s  med i at ion would fol l ow the pattern of s i m i l ar e fforts i n  
t h e  past. and e n d  \\ i t h  y e t  another report descri b i n g  i n  \ ague 
t e r m s  the factors  respons i b l e  fo r h i s  fa i l ure  t o  secure  
i m p lementat i on of the  rc l e \  ant  u:\ resolut i o n s .  Ind ia  has  i n  
t h e  past accepted s u c h  evasi \'e U N  action w i thout much 
resi stance. for then her main a i m .  apparent ly .  was to g a i n  as 
much t ime as possible i n  order to conso l idate her hold over 
the disputed State. Howe\ er.  \\ i th  e wry passing y e ar. I nd i a · s 
posit ion i n  Kash m i r  has become more and more precario u s :  
a n d  i t  n o w  s e e m s  to be rea l i sed i n  Ne\\ Delhi  t hat neither 
ge nerous sub.s id ies  nor B akh-;hi · s gangster ism can m ake the 
people o f  Kashmi r  forget the pro m i se of freedom g i ven them 
j oi nt ly  by I ndia .  Pakistan. and the U n i ted Nations. or compe l 
them to abandon the stru g g l e  to ac h i e \C the i r  birthr ight .  
Therefore. I ndi a ' s rulers  are now un w i l l i ng to join another 
session of harmless  tripartite negoti ations on Kashm i r. and 
would l i ke somehow to s mother and bury t he i ssue .  Having 
secured the co-operation of both the  Power b locs.  they seem 
to hope that. i f  the i r  spokesmen shout at Pak i stan a l it t le  
louder and refuse more fi rm l y  t han before to respect t he i r  
treaty obl i gat ions.  t he m ajority gro u p  a t  t h e  U ni ted Nations 
might he per..,uaded to suspend further act ion in  the Kashmir  
case : and i f  the  West " s  atti t ude i s  not  who l l y  sat i sfactory, the 
So\' iet  Union can be u rged to use her \ eto power t o  paralyse 
the Security Counc i l  complete l y .  

The fac t  t h a t  t h e  S o \· i e t  l e aders  h a \ e a l l O \\ e d t h e  
e x i gencies  of t h e  East-West C o l d  W a r  tu o\·erride a l l  other 
considerat ions in determ i n i n g  the i r  Kash m i r  po l i c y is made 
q u i te oh\ious by the strange arguments g i \ en by Mr A rkady 
Soboln in j u st ification of h i s  GO\ ernme nt " s  dec i s ion to use 
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the veto against the Five-Power proposal . For example ,  he 
said that the resolution was unacceptable because it ignores 
every other factor and ' only serves the interests of Pakistan ' .  
Thi s  i s  sheer nonsense, for i f  Pakistan had her way , the 
Security Counci l  wou ld demand in c lear terms that India 
shou ld  carry ou t ,  w i th in  a reasonable t ime - l i m i t ,  the  
provi s ions of the  agreed UN plan for determ ining Kashmir ' s  
future. without any more quibbling and hair-spl i tt ing. The 
Soviet delegate ' s  second reason for rejecting the resolution i s  
even more ridiculous. namely, that i t  ' attempts to impose a 
solution on India that is unacceptable to her' .  If this  principle 
were to be accepted general ly,  the UN Security Counc i l  would 
cease to exist as an effective body. Even Mr  Sobolev cannot 
bel ieve in its general appl ication, for i t  wi l l  be recal led that 
the USSR forceful ly pressed the resolution call ing for a cease
fire in Egypt despite the refusal of Bri tain and France to 
accept the directive. The Soviet delegate is on st i l l  weaker 
ground when he dee I are s ,  w i thout  even attempt ing an 
explanation, that the call for mediation with the purpose of 
creating condit ions for the exercise by the people of Kashmir 
of their right to self-determination i s  somehow contrary to 
the provisions of the UN Charter. 

Mr Sobolev goes on to argue that the adoption of the 
proposed resolution would serve no useful purpose, because 
Dr Graham and other UN mediators had tried again and again 
to bring about an Inda-Pak i stan agreement on these l ines, but 
had been unable to achieve any resul ts .  This objection could 
have been accepted as genuine if the Soviet representative 
had put forward an alternative proposal suggesting a better 
way out of the present i mpasse; but he had no suggestion to 
offer. His aim c learly appears to be , not to help a settlement 
of the di spute, but to e mbarrass the Anglo-American bloc 

and to bolster India ' s position. There is considerable truth in 
Mr Sobolev ' s  cri t ic ism of the Western Powers ' polic ies and 
methods, and h i s  objections to Pakistan ' s  membership of 
Western mi l i tary pacts are understandable. But the Soviet 
delegate did not explain how these issues could j ustify the 
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Sov iet somersault on the K ashmir  dispute .  How do the 
Western machinat ions deprive the Kashmiris of their right to 
decide their own future? How does any feature of Pakistan ' s  
foreign policy just ify the denial o f  democracy t o  Kashmir ' s  
40 lakh people'? And how can the fact that the USSR approves 
of Indi a ' s  neutra l i sm be treated as the deciding factor in  
determining whether the Kashmiri people should or should 
not be given their freedom? 

The So\' iet Union · s  parti san intervention in the Kashmir 
debate has made the s ituation a great deal more confused. 
Pakistan wil l  have to tread e\cn more wari ly  now to ensure 
that India does not succeed in her manoeuvres to get the 
issue shelved for a long time to come . It seems equal ly  plain 
that, in  order to counter India ' s  policies. i t  would be most 
inadvi sable for Pakistan to continue to depend entirely on the 
leaders of the Western bloc . I t  is necessary that Pakistan 
should take the in i t iat i \'e herself. and ernlve a policy that 
wi l l  thwart India ' s  aims and help to create condi t ions  for 
appropriate UN act ion to enable the Kashmir di spute to be 
settled on a basis  of peace and justice . 

1 9  January 1958 

Confusion over Kashmir 

Most  impart ial observers of the Inclo-Paki stan scene now 
real ise that the demand for a plebiscite to dec ide the future of 
Kashmir conforms to the d ictates of democratic j ustice. The 
re lease of Sheikh Abdul lah ,  and his  courageous advocacy of 
the peop l e ' s  r ight  to s e l f-determ i n at i o n .  should further  
conYince the world that the Kashmiri people wi l l  never accept 
I nd ia ·  s conquest of their homeland. and that the only fair 
solut ion of the problem. the only sol ution that wi l l  last .  l ies 
in honestly implementing the releYant UN resolutions. At  the 
same time. Dr Graham · s \' i s  it to the sub-continent in yet 
another attempt to serve that encl makes it imperative that 
every country i nterested in  peace and j ust ice should use its 
influence to assist him in his task. 
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Unfortunately .  world s tatesmen continue to v iew the 
problem from the standpoint of polit ical expediency rather 
t h an p o l i t i c a l  pr inc ip l e s .  The spokesmen  of t h ree  
Governments have commented on  the Kashmir dispute during 
t he last few days-each one of them in a manner that is 
unhelpfu l ,  and even harmfu l .  The Czech Prime M inister 
endorsed the fatuous Soviet  stand when he declared that in 
h is  opinion , ' the question had been solved by the will of the 
Kashmiri people ' ,  and that Kashmir now ' forms an integral 
part of I nd ia ' . M r  Harold Macmi l l an ,  the B ri t i sh Prime 
Minister, has made it perfectly plain that his Government 
would maintain its attitude of strict impart ia lity in regard to 
the dispute. which means ,  in  effect, that it w i l l  not risk 
annoying India by urging appropriate UN action to deal with 
New Delhi ' s  refusal to abide by the UN resolutions on the 
subject. These two decl arations, unfortunate as they are, wi l l  
cause no great surprise, because they say nothing that has not 
been said before. B ut a more recent statement, made by the 
US Ambassador in Pakistan , cannot be l ightl y  dismissed. The 
important part of his press interview reads :  ' Frankly,  short of 
war. settlement of the K ashmir issue would seem to be a 
matter of negotiation between the two countries involved, 
and, to be successfu l ,  the results of such negotiations would 
mean some compromise by both s ides. B ecause the disputed 
region lies within the Indus watershed, the related dispute as 
to  these  w aters wou ld  a l so  be inc luded  in any such  
negotiations ' .  Thi s  approach certainly raises new dangers for 
Pak istan. 

In  the first p lace , Mr James M. Langley ' s  statement 
impl ies that the UN cannot be expected-or that it wi l l  not 
be asked-to take any action to end the Kashmir dispute, 
which must be l eft to b i l ateral negoti at ions between India 

and Paki stan.  Those who make th i s  suggest ion ,  which 
inc ludes the USA and the USSR, seem to forget that  direct 
negotiations have been tried again and again ,  and that such 
parleys would be absolutely futi le in  today' s  circumstances, 
when India has repudiated every promise it ever m ade with 
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regard to a l lowing the Kashmir i  people to determ ine their  
own future .  The US Ambassador ' s  view that the success of 
these negot iat ions \vould depend on · some comprom ise by 
both s ides · i s  a s i n i ster sugge st ion that  seek s  to substi tute 
some d i rt y  bargai n  for the I ndo-Pa k i stan agreement on the 
subject.  and compl ete l y  i gnores the w i shes of the peopl e  of 
K as h m i r . The most m i s c h i e v o u s  p art of Mr L a n g l e y ' s  
statement tries to l i nk the d i spute ove r r i\'er water.s \\ ith the 
Kash m i r  quest ion.  In actual fact .  the t\VO d i sputes are not 
rel ated. and each case shou l d  be dea l t  \\ i th  in accordance 
w i t h  the re lev ant  pr inciples  of i nternational l aw and just ice .  
Confusion-mongering of t h i s  sort must  be res i sted. We would.  
therefore. urge the Fore i gn Offi ce t o  reject the Americ an 
sugge s t i on i n  unambiguous terms.  for obv i o u s l y  the U S  
Ambassador ' s  opin ions .  whatever h i s  motive �> .  t e n d  to harm 
Paki stan ' s  pos i t i on and to defeat Dr Graham ' s  m i s s i o n .  

5 June 1958 

Conspiracy for Freedom 

D ivested of i t s  extravagant i rre levancies .  I n di a ' s  repl y  to 
P a k i s tan ' s  rec e n t  l e t t e r  t o  the U N  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l
prote s t i n g  a g a i n s t  the  re - arre s t  of S h e i k h  A b d u l l ah-i s  
v irtual l y  a confess i on of g u i l t .  The essence of Pak i stan · s 
complaint  was that. i n  order to s t i fl e  the aspirat ions of the 
K a s h m i ri peop l e .  I n d i a  and her agents  h ad l au n c h e d  a 
campaign of terror and repress ion:  that the val i d i t y  for the 
strange accusat ions m ade against S h e i kh Abdu l l ah would 
never  be tes ted before a court  of l a w .  because he was again 
b e i ng kept in gaol under the Prevent ive Detent ion Law : and 
that these actions of the Indian Government.  in v i o l at ion of 
the v arious UN resolut ions on the subject of Kash mi r .  prove 
that India  is holding Kashmir by the force of arm s .  agai nst  
the w i l l  of the K ashm i r  people .  

I n d i a ' s L1'\ spokesman has  al leged that  Sheikh Abdu l l ah 
was i m olved i n  a deep conspiracy.  and t hat he had been 
work ing s ince 1 95 3  to bri ng about " the m erthrow of the 
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Government of the State establ i shed by law. and to that end 
to enl i st the support and join hands with Pakistan ' s  agents 
and offic ial s • .  Further, he said that some time between 9 
August 1 953  and 29 August 1 958 ,  ' they among themselves 
and with other persons, known and unknown, at Srinagar and 
divers other places, both in and outside the State. conspired 
to overawe by means of criminal force the government of the 
State · .  Sheikh Abdul lah is also al leged to have 'collected 
large funds and organi sed the nucleus of a private army ' ,  and 
to have been guil ty of inci tement to murder by exhorting a 
public gathering ' to k i l l  the traitors if there are any among 
you ' .  The only documentary ev idence that India ·s Permanent 
Representative at the United Nations could quote in support 
of these charges was a Letter to the Editor publi shed in a 
Karachi newspaper. and the unproved charge-sheet prepared 
by the prosecution in the conspiracy case being tried at Kud 
by a Special M agistrate . 

I f  She i kh Abdullah was real ly engaged in such a plot 
since 1 953 .  why was he re leased by the Indian Government? 
If the Indian authorit ies were aware of his conspiratorial 
activ it ies .  why was the Sheikh offered the Srinagar gaddi 

only a few months ago, on the condit ion that he should stop 
talk ing of freedom? And is it logical to suppose that he would 
have started a strong propaganda campaign i f  he was, at the 
same time. engaged in drawing up plans for an armed revolt 
against the regime imposed on the people of Kashmir by 
Ind i a? Further. why has Sheikh Abdu l lah.  al legedly the 
fountainhead of the conspiracy ,  been cal led as a mere witness 
in  the conspi racy case? Why i s  he not l i s ted among the 
accused? Are the Srinagar authorities so mortal ly  afrai d  of 
him that they dare not arraign him in an open court of law? 

No one acquainted with the basic facts o f  l i fe i n  Kashmir  
wi l l  find i t  difficul t  to  answer these questions correct ly.  And 
whether Ind ia ' s  offic ial  spokesmen now remain s i lent, or try 
to weave a web of lies, they have already confessed that the 
person whom they themselves named the final arb i ter of 
Kashmir ' s  destiny i s  today determined to end India ' s  rule 
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over the State. They have also been forced to admit  that he 
has the support of wide sections of the people. and is capable 
of l aunching a movement that would bring about the speedy 
end of the present regime. Of course. it seems fairly obvious 
that if the specific charges levelled against Sheikh Abdul l ah 
were true. if he had actual ly defied any of the arbi trary laws 
now in force in  Kashmir. he would have been put before the 
same obedient magistrate and sentenced to a conveniently 
long term of i mprisonment. But precisely because Sheikh 
Abdul lah had refused to be trapped by Bakhshi ' s  l awless 
l aws, he has been incarcerated without being able to defend 
h imself or to publ ic ly accuse his persecutors of the crimes 
they arc committ ing against  his people .  

Whether or not the Security Counci l  takes any act ion on 
the matter. and whatever the result of the farc ical trial at 
Kud ,  the  world knows  that  She ikh  Abdu l l ah and h i s  
col leagues arc gui l ty of only one conspiracy-to work for the 
freedom of their homeland: that they are inspired by their 
love of l iberty .  and inc i te others to feed i ts flame, even i f  this 
i s  now a crime in the eyes of the Delhi rulers .  And the leaders 
of India must know that the people ·  s conspiracy for freedom 
can never be defeated: that. even though the l i ves of the 
conspirators arc harsh and uneasy. and many are bound to die 
by the roadside, many more keep joining their ranks :  and that 
this noble conspiracy can end only in  i ts  complete success .  

V. PLAYING WITH FIRE: 

RELATIONS WITH I�DIA 

30 November 1 950 

ludo-Pakistan Peace 

A whole year spent in laborious correspondence between the 
two Prime M in i sters . the exchange of offic ial Notes and 
aides-memoire . and numerous high-level meetings on the 
question of a joint no-war dec laration by Pakistan and India, 
has yielded no tangible resul ts .  I t  is  gratifying, however, that 
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th is  fai lure is not due to the desire on the part of e ither 
Government to wage war against its neighbour. and that the 
effort to reach an a l l -embracing agreement has not been 
abandoned. The Governments of India and Pakistan are 
agreed that war between the two countries would be an 
· un m i t i ga ted  d i sa s t e r ' . l ead i ng t hem to ' u t t e r  ru i n ' .  
Di savowing warli ke i ntentions, both are prepared t o  pledge 
themselves to the universal ly-recogni sed pacific means of 
settl ing international d isputes, namely, negotiat ion, medi at ion, 
and arb i tration .  Even i f  a firm and final agreement has so far 
e luded the two Prime M in isters, the rei teration of the ir  
Government s '  adherence to this  principle should be rec koned 
as a positive gain .  Equal ly,  i t  i s  to be welcomed that the 
twelve months of fru it less endeavour have not exhausted their 
patience, and that Mr Liaquat Ali Khan ' s  invi tation to Pandit  
Nehru to v is i t  Karachi in  order to continue the discussions 
has readi ly been accepted. 

The credi t  that redounds to India for taking the in i tiative 
in suggesting the des irab i l ity of s igning a no-war declaration 
cannot be denied, but i t  is quite obvious that the d iscredit for 
the fai lure of the protracted discussions also has to be laid at 
I n d i a ' s  door .  An o bj e c t i ve perusa l  of  the l eng thy  
correspondence between the Prime Mini sters o f  India and 
Pakistan leaves no doubt that, whereas Pandit  Nehru ' s  stand 
seems to be based on abstract ideal ism, Mr Liaquat Ali Khan 
has sought to take a practical v iew of the problem and suggest 
pract ical means for its solut ion.  The Indian Premier has 
ins is ted that a platitudinous no-war dec laration should be 
made by the two countries, in  complete i solat ion from what 
i s  being done to reach or avoid settlement of any disputed 
i s sue, and without any precise agreement on how and when 
these d i fferences-which , adm i tted ly ,  are the root cause of 

Inda-Pakistan tension and host i l i ty-are to be resolved. The 
Prime Min i ster of Pak istan ,  on the other hand, has taken the 
pos i t i on t h at such  a dec l ara t ion  shou ld ,  a t  l ea s t ,  be 
accompanied by the acceptance by both s ides of defin i te and 
binding procedure for the amicable and speedy settlement of 
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a l l  pend ing di spute s .  The method and t imetable put forward 
by Mr L i aquat A l i  K han can. of course . be amended or v aried 
to suit part i c ul ar i s sues.  hut the I n d i an contention. that no 
agreed proced ure and progra m m e  for t ac k l i n g e x i st i ng 
d i spute s  are neces sary . c annot he accepted as e i ther real i st i c  
o r  l ogica l .  Pandit N e hru · s p l e a  for a n  uncondit i onal no-war 
dec l arat ion would be c o m mendab l e  if i t  were m ade for 
c o u n t ri e s  in norm a l  re l at i o n s h i p  w ho d e s i re t o  p l edge 
themselves to preser\'e the srarus quo .  except  through m utual  
agreement.  I n  the case of I ndia and Pak i stan. however. when 
the truce in K ashmir has not been a l l owed to proceed further 
than the cease-fire stage. and the arm ies o f  the two S tates 
face each other along a l i n e  dete rm ined only by the posi ti on 
o f  their  troops on a given date . a m e re dec l aration of pacific 
i ntentions.  h owever earnest l y  and sole m n l y  m ade . would be 
rather meaningless .  Those who argue that precise ly  these 
condi tions m ake a no-war dec l aration abso l ute ly  i mpe rative  
should real i se that. unless  more fool proof machi nery h as been 
agreed upon for the peaceful di sposal of the territories c l a i med 
by both S tate s .  there would be good gro unds for the suspicion 
that the decl arat i on is e i t her hypocrit i c a l .  or i ntended t o  
strengthen t h e  posit ion o f  t h e  party t h a t  i s  n o w  i n  possession.  
And even if these suspicions are i l l - founded. they would 
deprive the u ncondi t i on a l  no-war decl aration o f  the sole 
advantage that i s  c l ai med for it-the healthy psychol ogical 
effect i t  i s  to have on the pub l i c .  

On t h e  other i ssues in  di spute between t h e  two countri e s .  
I n d i a  · s  atti tude i s  by no means w ho l ly reasonable. b u t  i t  seems 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  the o b v i o u s  adv antage s of e c o n o m i c  c o 
operation \vi l l  eventual l y  pers uade both s i des to come to a 
sett lement on a give-and-take bas i s .  or to accept outs ide 
arbi trat i on. 

The goal o f  permanent peace between Paki stan and India 
is  e minen t l y  desirab l e .  but  i t  should be real i sed t hat i t  can be 
reached only through the principles of j ustice and democracy.  
I nd i a " s  re fu sal to re..,pect l' r\ dec is ions  on Kash m i r. her use  
of two total l y  d i fferent sets  of arguments for Junagadh and 
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Kashmir, the pressure she seeks to put on Paki stan through 
the 'defens ive deployment ' of her troops on our borders, the 
refusal to a l lot  Paki stan her due share of water from common 
rivers. or the withholding of Pakistan ' s  a�sets .  cannot take 
the two countries any nearer the professed aim of the ir  
Governments .  Professions of good wi l l .  to be effective. must 
be accompanied by actions that need no advance declarations 
to prove their purpose. I t  i s  s incerely hoped that the renewed 
Nehru-Liaquat talks wi l l  yield better resul ts .  for it is general ly 
real ised that the progress and prosperity of both countries 
demand that the exist ing state of armed peace should give 
way to mutual ly benefic ial co-operat ion . 

1 7  July 1951 

Threat of War 

For the second time within a period of sixteen months. Indian 
troops stand massed on the borders of Pakistan. On the last 
occasion, the tense communal situation in the two Bengals was 
used by the Indian Government as an excuse for threatening 
Pakistan with war. although i t  is known that happenings in I ndia 
were mainly responsible for the renewed large-scale transfer of 
minority populations towards the beginning of 1 950. Last year's 
crisis was happi ly  overcome by the Liaquat-Nehru conference 
and the resultant Delhi Pact. India has now made a simi lar, but 
far more provocative, move; and even a comparatively sober
m inded Indian leader l ike Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru seems to 
consider-j udging from his Bangalore speech-that minor 
breaches of the Kashmir cease-fire agreement. and the alleged 
war propaganda in Pakistan, seen through the magnifying powers 
of the Ind ian Press .  prov i de suffic ient  j us t i ficat ion for 
concentrating practical ly the whole of the Indian Army along 
the Indo-Pakistan frontier. With regard to cease-fire violations, 
since the fighting in Kashmir was stopped, there has hardly been 
a single month without a border foray or incident of some sort; 
however regrettable these c lashes may be, I nd ia .  as i s  
conclusively proved by  the figures released recently. shares 
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equal . if not greater. responsibil i ty for their occurrence. It i s .  
further. quite obvious that when two armies face each other 
along a lengthy-and more or less undefined-front ,  and when 
the intransigence of one side has not al lowed even a proper 
truce agreement to succeed the original cease-fire. it is extremely 
difficult to maintain complete peace year after year. India's 
stand that war propaganda in Pakistan has forced her into \\ ar! ike 
actions is equally baseless: here again the boot i s  on the other 

foot, for a large section of the Indian Press. leader.; l1f the 
powerful right wing in the Congress. and a host of reactiun:try 
organisations have pers istent ly campaigned in I ndia for a 
reversal of Part ition by ewry means possible. On the other 
hand. anti-Indian moves in Pak istan have been discourag;ed and 
repressed. and stronger action has been prevented only by India 's  
refusal to abide by her pledges and fol low suit .  

A close stud::- of recL�nt de\ elopments in the Ind ian Cnio11 
leaves l i tt le doubt that the Indian Go\'ernment cons ider i t  
expedient to mount another anti-Paki stan propaganda offensive. 
backed up by their am1ed m ight. The recrudescence of communal 
rioting in India. the rabid pre-elect ion spee"· l i ,�s of Congress 
leaders-inc lud ing the country ' s  ' l i bera l - m i nded'  Prime 
Min ister-the stock-pi l ing of foodgra i n s .  and the efforts to 
establ ish closer t ies with America. \eem to be part of a carefully
considered plan to browbeat Pakistan into abandoning the cause 
of the Kashmiri people. Other. less drastic. means hm ing failed 
to produce the desired results. India has turned to the last resort 
of every aggressive pcrn er-the threat of am1ed invasion. This 
policy has been adopted to coinc ide \\ ith the presence of Dr 
Graham on the sub-continent.  presumab ly in order to impress 
the Ul\ with India· s detennination to avoid compliance with the 
demand put forward by Pakistan-and. i n  a sense. by the whole 
world--for an early plebiscite in Kashmir to decide the State · s 
future on a just and democrat ic bas i s .  It is not ::- et known \\ hat 
effect I ndia's latest action in defiance of international morality 
and la\\ \\ i l l  have on the pm\ ers dominating the Lnitecl :'\ations: 
but if all fairne-.,-., i s  not dead. and if the maintenance of 
international peace i -, sti l l  its a\ O\\ cd aim. the Security Council 
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must immediately order the withdrawal of Indian troops from 
their present positions .  No matter what ingenious arguments 
Indian diplomats may concoct to confuse the i ssue, in view of 
India's  patent act of host i l i ty against Pakistan-which is also a 
violation of the Security Counci l ' s  directives to both countries
the least that can be demanded of this body is prompt action to 
defeat India' s move, which presents a clear threat to international 
peace. 

In dealing with the present cri s i s ,  Mr L iaquat Al i  Khan 
has acted wisely i n  t aking the country into h i s  confidence. 
Whi le  it i s  known that Pakistan seeks peace and would l i ke 
the present threat of war to be diss ipated by UN action, the 
fact remains  that we have no cause to rely  on either the 
common sense of India· s rulers or the UN' s sense of duty to 
avoid an attack on Pakistan. It is  l ikely,  of course, that Ind ia ' s  
show of force i s  mere b luff. for the Congress leadership  
cannot possibly be  b l ind to the disastrous consequences of  an  
I nda-Pak i s t an war .  Neverthe l e s s .  whe ther  t h e  I n d i an 
Government hope to bul ly this  country into submission, or 
seek to solve their own country ' s  vexing economic and 
pol it ical problems by resort to war, the Government and 
people of Paki stan m ust be ful l y  prepared to face every 
eventual ity. There cannot be the s l ightest doubt that every 
s ingle Pakistani wi l l  whole-heartedly endorse the Pakistan 
Prime Minister 's  determination ' to res ist every unj ust demand 
and to defend every j ust right ' ,  and that, irrespec tive of any 
pol i t ical differences, all sections of our people wi l l  make 
every sacrifice necessary to defend the integrity and freedom 
of Pakistan. If Indi a ' s  m i l i tary experts imagine that the 
numerical superiority of their forces can guarantee them 
victory, or i f  they have been told that differences of pol i t ical 
opinion may s impl i fy their  task, these armchair  strategi sts 

are certain to be dis i l l usioned. In the Pakis tan Army-one of 
the world ' s  best-our country has an excellent first bastion 
of defence; and along wi th i t  a whole nat ion stands ready and 
unyielding, determined to repel the invaders and to fight for 
every i nch of Pak is tan · "  �acred soi l .  The Indian forces 
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attempt ing to enter Paki stan w i l l  fi nd no Sheikh Abd u l l ah s  
eager to spread out  t h e  red carpet for t h e m :  if  t h e y  dare to try 
they w i l l  meet a people roused to arm s by a fl agrant act of 
aggres s i on and unfl in c h i ng l y  re solved.  in  the words of a 
Span i sh patri ot .  · to  d ie  on t he i r  feet rather t han l i ve on the ir  
knees · . 

20 July 1951  

Playing with Fire 

Pand i t  J aw ah arl al Nehru ' s  formal repl y  to \1r Li aquat A l i  
K h an ' s  te legraph i c  protest  w i l l  n o t  go very far tow ards 
re l ie v i n g  the acute t e n s i o n  between P a k i stan and I n d i a. 
A l though the Ind ian Prime M i n i ster ' s  com m u n i c at i o n .  i s  
compared t o  h i s  earl ier  ut terances .  couched i n  m oderate 
words .  the repet i t ion of basel e s s  charge s aga i n st Pak i stan.  
and his  blunt  reject ion of the perfect ly  just ified demand t hat 
the t hreat to peace created by the I nd ian Arm .{ -;  concentrat ion 
on P ak i stan · s borders should i m mediate 1 y be rem oved. cannot 
engender m uch confidence in h i s  assert ion that Indi a has no 
aggress ive de s igns  aga i n s t  t h i s country . Pandit N ehru na ive ly  
argues that  the  reduct i on c arried out i n  the  Indi an Army l as t  
year pro v i des pos i t ive  proof of India · s peacefu l  inten t i o n s :  
he seem s to have forgotten that, according to h i s  o w n  Defence 
M i n i ster. thi s  was more i n  the nat ur e  of a re-organ i sat ion 
which i n  n o  way affected the A rmy ' s  fight ing capac i t y .  A fter 
rei t erati n g  the i nane dec l aration that  India seek s a peacefu l  
set t l ement  i n  K a s h m i r. and repeat ing h i s  proposal for an 
uncon d i t i onal  · n o-war· dec l arat i o n .  the Ind i an Pri m e  M i n i st e r  

demands t h at " tal k of  and preparations for war·  i n  Paki stan 
should he stopped . as this wou l d  be the best \\ ay of i mprm i ng 
re l at i om between the two countr ies .  \Vi th  regard to host i le  
propaganda. Pan d i t  !\"ehru · s refusal  to see  the  beam i n  h i s  
own e: e does h i m  no cred i t .  I t  i s  a \\ e l l -estab l i shed fact that .  
apart from Pak i st an ' s  determ inat ion to prc\·ent t h e  forc i b l e  
annexat ion o f  K ashmir. our people have no terr i torial  q uarre l s  
v. i t h  Indi a :  i n  t h a t  country . howc\ e r .  a \'Oc iferous group has 
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persi s tent ly  demanded war on Pak is tan ,  and on many 
occasions even Government leaders have blatantly held out 
the threat of undoing Part it ion .  

Pandi t  Nehru ' s  admission that Indian troops have been 
massed along the Inda-Paki stan frontier, and h i s  refusal to 
order their withdrawal, i s  a serious matter which merits the 
Security Counc i l ' s  immediate attention. New Delh i ' s  plea 
that aggression i s  not intended, and that the current warl i ke 
measures are purely defensive in  nature, wi l l  not impress a 
world that has seen many examples of ' defensive' aggression.  
Whatever their real purpose. Indian leaders cannot possibly 
ignore the fact that preparation for war on such a scale i s  in 
i tself a danger to peace. Apart from other considerations, the 
fact that the bulk of the armed forces of India and Pakistan 
wi l l  now stand face to face-ready for battle-creates an 
explosive si tuation which could easi l y  deteriorate into ful l
scale war at the sl ightest provocation. Any border incident, 
of which there have been hundreds s ince the cease-fi re 
agreement, could be magni fied into-or be misunderstood 
as-an attack from the other side, and thus serve as an excuse 
for unleashing a war that-whatever its outcome-would  
i nfl ic t  terrible m i sery on the peoples of  both countries.  
Presumably ,  the Congress leadershi p  is taking these grave 
risks i n  order to appear before the Indian people at the 
forthcoming elections as a band of brave heroes capable of 
threatening and starting wars. I t  i s  probably hoped that the 
ar t i fi c i a l l y -c reated war-psychos i s  wou ld  w ard off the  
threa tened s t ri k e  in  t h e  Ind ian  R a i l ways  and  o ther  
Govern m e n t  Serv i ces ,  and a l so  p rov ide the Congress 
admin istration wi th an excuse to further suppress adverse 
crit ic ism and curb all ant i -Congress act iv i ty in the name of 
national emergency. War preparations-and even wars-are 

not  a part icu larly original device for unpopu lar regimes 
incapable of retaining power by other means .  The u l t imate 
fate of history ' s  most famous war-mongers should, however, 
warn India ' s  pol icy-makers of what the future has in store for 
them. 
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26 July 1951 

Nehru's Reply 

In his  reply  to Mr Liaquat Al i  Khan ' s  second telegram , urgi n g  
t h e  i mmediate w i thdrawal o f  Indian troops from t h e  menac i ng 
p o s i t i on they occupy a l o n g  P a k i stan ' s  fro n t i e r s .  Pan d i t  
J awahar la l  N ehru h a s  once again sought to e vade Pak i stan ' s  
perfec t l y  s tra i ghtforw ard d e m a n d  b y  re i t e rat i n g  c e r t a i n  
proposals w h i ch are obvious ly ,  a n d  for very good reasons,  
u nacceptabl e  to Paki stan . The Indian Prim e  M i n i ster has put 
forward two main cond i t i on s  which he considers essent i al for 
e a s i n g  the present  tens ion and prepari n g  the way for a 
d i sc u s s i o n  of I n da - P ak i st a n  d i sputes  and t h e i r  peacefu l  
set t lement .  These are . first ly ,  that the · war propaganda '  i n  
Paki stan should be cal led off. and secondl y .  that the Pak i stan 
Government shoul d  s i gn an uncondi t i onal  no-war dec l aration .  
Apart from the s i g n i ficant  fact that  Pandi t  I\ehru has not  
expl ic i t ly  prom i sed to remove the threat created by the I n d i an 
A rm y ' s  recent hosti l e  move even i f  Paki s tan were to accept 
h i s  i mpossible cond it ions,  it is c l e ar that no self-respect ing 
count ry c o u l d  ever enter i n t o  a n  agreement  of the sort 
advocated by the Indian Prime M i n i ster. parti c ul arl y when 
the other party has in the past shown such scant respect for 
i ts international com m i tments .  I t  i s  manifest  that when Pand i t  
N ehru t a l k s  o f  w ar propaganda, he refers t o  t h e  e xpressi o n  of 
Paki stan · s determinat ion to e nsure t hat the ul t imate fate of 
Kash m i r  w i l l  be dec i ded, not by I nd i an bayonets, but  by the 
freel y-expressed w i l l  of the Kashmiri  people:  and i t  is e qu al l y  
c l ear t h a t  t h e  I n d i an G ov e r n m en t ' s  e a g e rn e s s  t o  m ak e  
Paki stan abj ure the path of war-wi thout even a truce i n  
Kash m i r. and w i thout prior agreement o n  how the various 
I nda-Paki stan d isputes are to be dealt  w ith-arises from the ir  
desire to immob i l i se Pakistan i n  the event  of further pol ice  
actions i n  any part of  Kashmir-inc l uding the l iberated areas .  
I n  actual fact .  Pan d i t  N ehru ' s  demands haYe l it t le  bearing on 
t he real s i tuation in I ndia  and Paki s tan. and they are i n te n ded 
solely to i mpre ss the \vorld with India·  s pac ific intenti on s .  
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There can h ard ly be any doubt  tha t  I n d i a ' s  t a l k  of  
uncondit ional peace merely  seeks to c loak her  pol icy of  
holding Kashmir by force , and the  recent concentration of  
troops i s  an  attempt to brow-beat Pakistan into recognising 
Ind ia ' s  conquest of at least a part of Kashmir as a fait 

accompli .  

The Indian Prime Minister ' s  stand seems to  be based on  a 
pecul iar admixture of wishful  and wi lful thinking. Pandit Nehru 
del iberately  turns a blind eye to the whole Indian network of 
anti -Pakistan and anti-Muslim activities, sponsored by some of 
his  closest colleagues in collaboration with the most fanatical 
of Indian reactionaries; and, on the other hand, he distorts and 
exaggerates everything that is done or said in Pakistan . Such 
intellectual gymnastics may salve what remains of Pandit 
Nehru ' s  democratic conscience, but they cannot convince the 
world of India ' s  bona jldes with regard to either Kashmir or 
Pakistan . However, be that as it may, it is quite plain that if 
war between Pakistan and India can be avoided only on the 
basis of Pandit Nehru ' s  demand for a completely free hand in 
Kashmir, then the chances of peace on this sub-continent are 
indeed small .  Jn any case, the present situation leaves Pak istan 
wi th no alternative except to remain ful ly prepared against the 
threat of I ndian aggression. The Government of Pakistan must 
also force the Security Counci l  to take serious cognizance of 
the explosive situation. I t  should be pointed out that the excuses 
put forward by Indian leaders to justify their threat of i nvasion 
are utterly meaningless, for what Pandit Nehru call s  Pakistan 's 
' war propaganda' has always been a defini te article of polit ical 
fai th with every Pakistan i ,  and i t  has been publicised from 
every possible platform, including the UN, for the last three
and-a-half years. The question of a joint no-war declaration is 
also an old i ssue , and i t  i s  many months s ince India and 
Pak istan last addressed each other on the subject. What then 
was the sudden provocat ion for India 's  recent act of host i l ity'! 
S ince Pakistan has done nothing, one can only conclude that 
the renewed discussions on Kashmir by a UN representative 
have  caused Ind ian l e aders to p u b l i c i se the i r  b l atant 
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intransigence. presumably in order to frighten the UN and 
Pakistan into submission. What the UN has to say on the matter 
is not yet known: but Pakistan · s answer has already been given. 
Our country seeks peace, and to this end India has been asked 
to retrace the host i le  step of mounting her guns against 
Pakistan. B ut if India refuses to l is ten to reason. we are ready 
to defend every bit of our soi l ,  whatever the cost: and. finaliy, 
we are not prepared under any c ircumstances to trade the 
Kashmir i  people ·s right to freedom for our immediate 
security-for we know that such security would be humiliating 
as well as trans i tory . 

1 August 1951 

ludo-Pakistan Crisis 

With India seemingly uninterested in the early solution of her 
l atest d i spute with Paki stan . the exchange of telegraphic  
messages between the Prime Ministers of the two countries has 
sunk to the level of a cold-war debate. The trend of this long
distance debate. prevented from dealing realistically with the 
problem by India· s peculiar attitude of ignoring all unpalatable 
facts, offers no hope of agreement on any reasonable plan to 
dispel the grave danger of war inherent in the present tense 
situation. It should be quite obvious even to the most myopic 
intelligence that the current threat to peace on this sub-continent 
has been created solely by the offensive disposition of India 's  
armed forces along the borders of Pakistan. Pandit Nehru' s  
attempt to  justify this act of unprovoked hostil ity by  raising the 
bogey of Pakistan ' s  aggressive designs agains t  Ind i a  is a 
deliberate distortion of the truth. 

It is even more ridiculous for the Indian Prime Minister 
to c ite the defensive counter-measures that Pakistan has been 
compelled to take in view of India ·s aggressive moves as 
addit iona l  reasons for his refusal to withdraw the Indian 
Army.  India sees black for white and expects Pakistan to do 
the same : th is  att i tude cannot. to say the least. conduce to  an 
amicable agreement. I t  would. perhaps .  help the situation if 
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the rulers of New Delhi were to reali se  that they are not 
dea li n g  w i th Nepa l  or Hyderabad, and that whi l e  the 
Government and people of Pakistan fervently desire peace, 
they are confi dent of their  abi l ity to defend their country and 
w i l l  not, under any c ircumstances,  be cowed down b y  India 's  
threat of force .  

12 August 195 1 

Unresolved Crisis 

Pandit Jawahar!al Nehru 's  latest telegram to Mr Liaquat Ali 
Khan leaves the grave Inda-Pakistan crisis unresolved; and if ,  as 
the Indian Prime Mini ster has hinted, this unhelpful document is 
his last word on the subject, the future of the sub-continent 
remains threatened with the dire possibility of war. An impartial 
perusal of the letters exchanged between the two Prime Ministers 
during the last three weeks leaves no doubt that India is wholly 
in the wrong, and that her brazen show of force is intended to 
browbeat Pakistan into accepting the conquest of a large part of 
Kashmir as afait accompli. It is by now well established that the 
first unprovoked move in the recent cold war manoeuvres was 
made by India. In his first three replies to Pakistan ' s  protests 
against the massing of practically the whole effective strength of 
the Indian Army against our borders, Mr Nehru sought to justify 
his action by claiming that the incessant 'war propaganda' in 
Pakistan had necessitated the decision to prepare his country for 
defence . When th i s  bubble was pricked by world-wide 
condemnation of India' s  untenable plea for her warlike move, 
the Indian propaganda experts decided to shift ground; and in 
his l ast two letters the Indian Prime Minister has, rather belatedly, 
tried to throw all the blame on Pakistan by alleging that thi s  
country was on  the verge of  launching an  invasion of  India, 
because one solitary brigade had been moved back into the line 
after a brief rest. This preposterous l ine of argument can convince 
no one and, naturally, increases Pakistan's  suspicions of India 's  
intentions. But even if  for a moment we accept Pandit Nehru ' s  
premise as  being based on  truth, he  still has no  good reason for 
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refusing to agree w ith Pakistan · s five-point peace p lan .  which 
clearly stipulates that the withdrawal of troops would affect both 
sides equal ly .  The Indian prerequi s i te for the dispersal of their 
troop concentrations is. i n  p lain \vords. that Pakistan should stop 
agitating for a free plebiscite i n  Kashmir and should acquiesce 
i n  India· s p lan to detennine the future of the whole State by a 
Hit lerian farce. I n  putt ing this forward as a pre-condition for 
peaceful re lations between Pakistan and India. Pandit ::\ehru is 
asking for the moon. 

On the Kashmir i ssue.  which i s  the crux of the s i tuation.  
Pandit  Nehru seems to al low his i m aginat ion to do the work 
of h i s  inte l lect .  . .  

Although Pandit  N ehru m i sses no opportunity of stressing 
h i s  Government ' s  p ac ific intent ions,  and i n  recent speeches 
he h a s  b o l d l y  c o n d e m n e d  I n d i a ' s  c o m m u n a l i s t s  a n d  
w armongers, Paki stan c an not afford t o  rel a x  h e r  v i g i l ance as 
long as I n d i an t roops rem ain poised on her borders . The 
Indian Governmen t ' s  pol ic ies  are not always based on Pandi t  
Nehru · s speeches .  and h i s  bugbear of · congress u n i ty ' has 
often led him to support and just ify-of course , after due 
rat i on a li sation-the most reactionary dec i s ions of h i s  party . 
It i s  a fact .  which Pandit N ehru m ay i gnore but  Pakistan 
c an n o t ,  t h a t  the C o n g r e s s  i s  d o m i n at e d  b y  c o m m u n a l  
i rredent is ts .  a n d  that t h e  H in d u  M ahasab h ites .  w h o m  h e  
occas i o n a l l y  s c o ld s .  have c l ose t i e s  w i t h  t h e  d o m in a n t  
Congre s s  g r o u p  w h i c h  h as compe l l e d  the I n d i an P r i m e  
M i n i ster a n d  Maul an a  A b u !  K a l am Azad to res i g n  from the 
Congress  Work i n g  Committee . Therefore . even if Pand i t  
Nehru · s protesta t i o n s  of fri e n d l i n e s s  for P a k i s tan  were 

accepted at their  face \'al ue. there i s  no guarantee that i n  a 
cri s i s  he would be able to control  the Munshis  and Tandons 
who real l y  rul e  the country . But even this doubtfu l  assurance 
is denied to Paki stan . because on the Kashmir i ssue Pandit 
Nehru is as b l i n d  to reason as am of h i s  \1 ahasabh i t e  
c o lleague s .  I n  these c ircumstances. Pakistan i s  left w ith no 
choice except to remain fu l l y  prepared to re s i st any Indian 
action which threaten s  the security and i ntegrity of t h i s  land.  
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27 December 1 953 

Pandit Nehru's Latest 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru ' s  speeches in the I nd ian Par l iament 
during the recent fore ign pol icy debate mark an intensification 
of the cold-war offensive against Pakistan. The i ssue singled 
out by him was that of US mi l i tary aid to Pakistan, and, 
refe rring to the pacts on various d isputes between India and 
Pakistan, the Indian Prime Minister went to the extent of 
saying that such aid would ' change the whole context in  
w hich these ( I nda-Paki stan) agreements were made ' .  Pandit 
Nehru specificall y  mentioned the agreement for a democratic  
so lut ion of the Kashmir d ispute, and sought to make out  that 
I n dia was eager and w i l l ing to hold an i mpart ia l  p lebiscite to 
dec ide the S tate ' s  future, but now that a fina l  solution of the 
problem was within sight,  Paki stan had started ta lks for 
m i litary aid with the Uni ted States and, thereby, compe lled 
I ndia to consider the necessity of repudiating the agreement. 
W hatever one may think of the question of US mi l i tary aid to 
Pakistan-and for a host of excel lent reasons we believe that 
Pakistan should not under any c ircumstances enter i nto an 
arrangement that w i l l  restrict i ts sovereignty and make it a 
partner in  America' s network of m i li tary a l l iances-Pandi t  
N ehru ' s  analysis of the s i tu ation , particu lar ly i n  relation to 
Kashmir ,  i s  whol ly  incorrect. For s ix long years Pakistan has 
persisted in  the demand that the people of Kashmir shou ld  be 
a l lowed to exerc ise the ir  right to self-determination. I n  direct 
negot iat ion s ,  before various  UN Commis s i on s  and the 
Securi ty Counc i l ,  and a t  the  bar of  world opinion, Paki stan 
has sought to persuade I nd ia  to implement her pledge and 
al l ow an impartial p lebiscite to be held .  India has, with equal 
persistence, res isted this just demand. D uring these six years , 
when there was no  question of US m i li tary aid being given to 
Pakistan, Ind ia  had ample opportunity to settle her differences 
with Pakistan on the Kashmir i ssue, but every p lan for a fair 
and reasonable settlement was del iberately  thwarted by I nd ian 
rep resentat ives whose professed w i l l ingness  to a l l ow a 
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plebisci te-on terms that \vould make it  a H i t leri an farce
was completely \ i t iated by the c la im that Kashm i r ' s  accession 
t o  I n d i a  is c o m p lete  and fin a l .  I n  the c o n t e x t  of t h i s  
s c h i zophre n i c  att i tude.  i n  \\ hich there has heen no apparent 

change. Pandit  Nehru · s d i scovery of a hrand-new explanation 
for hi:-, Gowrnment ' s  i ntran:-, i gence m er Kash mir  \\ i l l  not 
i m press  anyone w ho i s  acquainted w i t h  the gcne s i :-,  and 
h i story o f  the d i spute . I n  any case. apart from t h i s  aspect of 
w hat may \Ve i l  he regarded as a pern l i ar m ani festat ion of 
P a n d i t '.\ e h ru ' s  g u i l t - c o m p l e x .  ho\\' c a n  a n y  a s p e c t  of 
Paki stan ' s  fore ign pol i cy be u sed as an arg u ment to deprive 
the Kash m i ri people of their accepted right to decide their  
own fut ure ') The main party to the di spute are the K a s h miri  
peop le .  and no the s i s  about A.sia · s balance of power. or the 
sub-cont inen t ' s  po l it ical  eq u i l i br ium.  can affect their i n herent.  
i nal ienable  r ight to se lf- determ i n ation:  and. i rre specti \ e  of 
other factors.  e \ ery attempt to deny them this r ight is  a 
di ssen ice to democracy and to the cause of world peace. 

With w hat Pandit  Nehru had to say on the subject  of 
i mperi a l i st e x pansion.  and the efforts being m ade by the 
Western P m\ ers to con:-,ol idate or resurrect colon i a l i s m .  there 
can be no d i sagreement .  We a l so agree \V ith h i s  g eneral 
remarks about the dangers of accepting fore ign aid. the need 
t o  av o i d  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  w a r .  and the d e s i r ab i l i t y o f  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  c o - o p e r at i o n a m o n g  A '> i a n a n d  A fr i c an 
countries .  These plat i tudes have a certain value.  but when 
Pandit Nehru appl ies  ge neral pri nciples to the I ndo-Pak i stan 
s i tuat ion.  he does so i n  a manner that lacks all  object iv i ty 
and.  there fore. leads to concl u s ions that are . to say the least .  
completely one-sided.  On the quest ion of free fore ign aid.  for 
i nstance. Pandi t  '.\e hru said that · we ( the I ndian G overn ment ) 
\\ e lcome a i d  on honourable term s ' .  but that U S  m i l i tary aid 
to Paki stan would be a d i fferent matter hecame ·one does not 
receive free m i l i tary aid w i thout part i c ul ar consequences · . 
D o e s  o n e  re c e i v e  fre e  e c o n o m i c  a i d  w i t h o u t  a n y  
conseq uences ·1 A s  A.charya Kripalani  said during the debate. 
and as world ewnts ckarly show. · mi l i tary aid is as dangerous 
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as economic aid ' . In the last analysi s .  all fore ign aid has 
certai n consequences. and the difference between payment in  
cash or kind i s  one of  degree only.  To refer to  only one 
example.  can it be denied that the latest I ndo-American 
operational agreement to rehabilitate India ' s  rai l ways has a 
certain mi l i tary significance? It wi l l  be remember that, about 
two years ago, when large chunks of US aid were sent to 
India, Pakistan protested against an arrangement that would 
al low India to di vert a larger part of her national budget to 
expanding or re-equipping the Indian Army. How has India' s 
protest any greater val idity? The fact that it i s  accompanied 
by threats certainly reduces its effectiveness and makes the 
Indian Government ' s  bona fides impugnable .  Further. as for 
bui lding up an area of peace in Asia, avoiding embroi lment 
in the Cold War. and opposing the advance of imperal ism. 
Pandit Nehru should try to examine his  own pol icies wi th 
greater c larity of v i sion .  The acceptance of foreign aid by 
India. the grant of special concessions to US capital . the 
export of monazi te sand to America, the despatch of a medical 
unit to help the American Army in Korea, and fac i l i t ies for 
the Brit ish to recruit Gurkhas . are al l  factors which v itiate 
I ndia ' s neutral i ty.  sustain the Cold War, and endanger the 
freedom and security of Asia.  

We earnestly hope that both Pakistan and India wil l  be 
able to remould thei r  fore ign policies so that the gap between 
the i r  l eaders · professions and actions is completely bridged. 
and the two S tates can boldly use thei r influence to stem the 
tide of neo- imperialism and to halt the world ' s  drift towards 
war. It must be real ised. however. that the biggest single 
factor hindering this consummation i s  the inab i l i ty of these 
two S tates to settle the disputes which for six years have 
c o m pe l l ed  them to m a i n t a i n  l arge  arm i e s ,  to  make  
compromises wi th the West, which i s  eager t o  take advantage 
of the rift. and prevented them from playing their h istoric 
role in world affairs. A statesman of Pandit Nehru ' s  stature 
should be able to see things in their  historical perspective, 
and to real i se that Pakistan and India can form a bulwark of 
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peace and democracy only if they c an sett l e  their own d isputes 
on t h e  b a s i s  of d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s .  T o w a r d s  t h e  
achievement  of t h i s  essen t i al precondi t i on t o  t h e  I ndo
P a k i stan sub-cont i n e n t ' s  progre s s .  Pand i t  �\Jehru and h i s  
Government c an m ake a great contribution b y  honouring their  
p ledges i n  regard to a plebiscite i n  Kashmir.  The Indian Prime 
M i n i ster 's  l atest stand can only m ake more d istant the day 
when India and Paki stan w i l l  stand together in friendship and 
co-operation-which is the only guarantee of their  abi l i ty  to 
res is t  i m perial i sm ·  s demands-and work whole-heartedly to 
brin g  to t he i r  peoples  the l ong-del ayed frui ts  of freedo m .  

2 February 1955 

ludo-Pakistan Relations 

The tremendous upsurge of Inda-Paki stan good w i l l  w itnessed 
in recent weeks has brought joy and hope to m i l l ions of hearts 
on both s ides of the border. The lowering of the barriers-both 
physical  and mental-raised by a decade of mutual hosti l it y  
a n d  suspicion h as al l owed t h e  t w o  peoples · keen desire for 
friendly and co-operati v e  coexistence to express i tself w i th 
unmistakable forcefulness.  The friend l y  atmosphere created by 
the Paki stan Governor-General ' s  official  v i si t  to Del h i  on the 
occasion of India·  s Republ ic  Day, and h i s  informal d i scussions 
with Indian l eaders. augur well  for the Prime M i n i sters · talks 
scheduled for next month . I n  a sense.  even more i mportant has 
been the v i s i t  to Lahore. during the third cricket Test, of 
thousands of Indian c i t izens.  and the warm welcome t hey have 
received from the people of this city .  The opportu n i ty thus 
p r o v i d e d  for p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  i s .  of c o u r s e ,  o f  great  
s ignifi cance on the  pure ly  human leve l .  but  i t  a lso he lps  greatly 
to smooth the path of pol itical peace-makers. and to frustrate 
the designs of those whose myopia or prej udice prevents them 
from reali s i ng the i mportance to the peoples of both countries 
of an early settlement of the disputes which have bedevi l led 
the i r  rel ations for so long. We are confident that the reunion of 
hearts ( to use the words of some of our Indian guests) w itnessed 
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at Lahore wil l  undoubtedly assist in the achievement of the 
task for which the Heads of the two neighbouring S tates have 
w i sely taken the initiative at the highest possible level, and we 
earnestly hope that everything possible wi ll henceforth be done 
to make such contacts more frequent ,  and to ease general travel 
conditions between India and Pakistan. In these auspicious 
c i rcumstances. it would be far easier, and certainly more 
p leasant ,  to ignore any note of discord; but i t  would be 
unreali stic to do so. Fol lowing the recent Inda-Pakistan talks 
at Delh i ,  certain statements have been made which blatantly 
seek to disrupt future negotiations between the leaders of the 
two countries. We del iberately overlooked the remarks made 
by B akhshi Ghulam Mohammed some days ago on the subject 
of Kashmir's future, because this gentleman seems to have 
acquired a vested interest in the unhappy status quo, and 
therefore he opposes the idea of an Inda-Pakistan accord which 
would guarantee the Kashmiri people the exercise of their 
inal ienable right to self-determination. B ut now i t  is learnt that 
the Governor of East Punjab, Mr C. P. N. S ingh, issued a 
message on Republic Day in  which he said that ' Kashmir no 
longer presents a problem ' ,  and much more in  this strain. Apart 
from the strange fact that Mr S ingh, who is merely the 
constitutional Head of a Province, has made a policy statement 
on a matter completely outside his sphere, his declaration runs 
counter to what the President and Prime Minister of India have 
been saying on the same subject during the same week. It is, of 
course, for the Indian Government to decide whether or not it 
is proper for Provincial Governors to make statements of this 
sort on highly controvers ial subjects; nor do we want to attach 
an exaggerated importance to Mr S ingh 's  opinions; but we do 
consider it necessary to point out that such inane remarks about 
a major Inda-Pak is tan d ispute can only make the quest for a 

just  settlement more difficult ,  and should therefore be avoided, 
particularly when the leaders of India and Pakistan are engaged 
in earnest negot iat ions to solve the Kashmir tangle and end all 
other Inda-Pakistan disputes.  
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20 February 1955 

Arrant Nonsense 

The prote s t  l odged w i t h  the G O \ e r n m e n t  of I n d i a  by 
Pak i stan ' s  H igh Com m i s si oner against the l atest anti-Paki stan 
rav i ngs of the East Punjab Governor i s  ful l y  j u st ified.  and we 
would l i ke to hope that M r  C. P .  N. S ingh w i l l  be g i ven the 
rebuff he so richly deserves for his m i schievous remarks about 
the reception given to I n d i an v is i tors i n  Lahore during the 
third cricket Test .  Addressing a pub l i c  meeting near Jul lu ndur, 
the East Punjab Governor is reported in the I n d i an Press to 
have warned Paki stan · against  creating a wedge between the 
Hindu s  and the S i khs ' .  and decl ared that such a pol icy would 
n o t  be t o l erated: h e  w e n t  on t o  i n s i n uate-- ' i n  a v o i c e  
trembl i n g  w i th anger '-that. b y  treat ing the S i khs better than 
the Hindus. Paki stan w anted to suggest to the S i kh s  that they 
were not Indians.  In d i fferen t  c i rcum stances,  i t  would be 
unnecessary to take serious notice of such arrant nonsense,  
e xcept perhaps to s uggest that the gentleman who is  haunted 
by such wild n ightmare s would be wel l  adv i sed to consult  an 
effi c ient psych i atrist :  but in the context of the h i story of Indo
Paki stan relat ions,  every factor, however i ns igni ficant ,  and 
every argument.  however stupid,  which tends or seeks to 
h inder the e s t ab l i sh m e n t  of frie n d s h i p  and co-operat i o n  
between Pakistan and I n d i a  m u s t  be c arefu l l y  considered and 
effec t i v e l y countered.  The rep l y  t o  Mr C . P . N .  S i n g h ' s  
i maginary charges against Paki st an shoul d  be--and, we trust,  
w i l l  be-given by the I n d i an s  who were in Lahore for the 
third Test :  but  we would l i ke to poi n t  out a few s imple facts  
for the East Punj ab Governor ' s  edification .  I n  the first p l ace,  
the reception giwn to I nd i an v i s i tors at L ahore was not 
offic i al nor was i t  p l an ned by any organi sat ion.  A l l  that the 
P a k i s t a n  G o v e r n m e n t  d i d  was t o  re l a x  the p a s s p o r t  
form a l i t ies,  a n d  t h e  relaxation app lied to a l l  Indians-Hi n du s ,  
S ik h s ,  and M u s l i m s .  The w arm w e l c o m e  accorded b y  
Lahore · s c i t i zens to t h e i r  Indian guests w a s  spontaneous a n d  
o n  the pure l y  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l : i t  was n o t  e v e n  rem o te l y  
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connected wi th poli t ics of any sort ;  and , as far as we are 
aware , no inv idious or de l iberate d i s t i nct ion was made 
between the S ikh and the Hindu v i s i tors . The main factors 
favouring the S ikhs  was that they could be recogn i sed 
i mmediately, and that very few of them had v is i ted Lahore i n  
recent years. To  conclude, from th i s  perfect ly natural and 
understandable phenomenon, that a d iabol ical conspiracy was 
afoot in Pak i stan to increase Hindu-S ikh tens ion i n  the East 
Punjab is u tterly wrong-and can only be ascribed to either 
extreme ignorance or viciou s  malice. As far as the East Punjab 
Governor is concerned, he seems to be affl icted with both 
these maladies .  It is for the Government and people of India 
to take the necessary steps to ensure that he i s  not al lowed to 
h arm Inda-Paki stan relations by his thoughtless campaign 
against Pak i stan and against the very idea of Inda-Pakistan 
accord. 

2 December 1 956 

Pakistan and India 

According to a Press report from New Delh i ,  the Prime 
Min ister of India has asked the Chinese Prime M in ister, M r  
Chou En-lai , who i s  now v i si t ing that country and w i l l  soon 
be coming to Pakistan, to carry a message from h im (Mr 
Jawaharlal Nehru) for the people of Pakistan . Th i s  novel 
mode of conveying a message to a neighbouring country has 
presumably been adopted as a means of obtain ing wide 
publ ici ty  for the quaint view that India ardently desires to 
es tab l i sh friendly relat ions w i th Pakis tan, but for some 
unknown reason this country continual ly spurns India ' s  offers 
of friendship and good wi l l .  In h is  message to Pakistan, the 
Indian Prime M i n ister is said to have expressed a desire for 

good rel ations with Paki stan, and his d isappointment at the 
' strange murmurings ' that he hears from this country; he also 
wants to convey the assurance that ' India does not harbour 
any i l l  w i l l  and animosity'  towards us ,  and that they ' do not 
want to have any fight and want to estab l i sh most cordial and 
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friendly rel at i on s ' .  W h i l e  referrin g  to the u nhappy state of 
Inda-Paki stan re lat ions.  Mr Nehru is further reported to h av e  
dec l ared: · I d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  we can ass ure o u r  ne ighbour o f  
our good intent ions tmvards he r ' .  

The feel ings expressed by Mr Nehru i n  ge neral terms w i l l  
b e  rec iprocated b y  e \  ery sen sibl e  Pak i stan i .  Time and again 
the people of thi s  country have declared w i th all s i ncerity i irnt 
they desire the most friendly t ies  with Indi a--\\ i t h  \\ horn We' 

have u nbreakable h i storical and geographic l in k s-and both 
face a n umber of common problem s which can best b, ·  s o l \  t'd 
by common effort. This  earnest desire for fri e nch h i p  has.  
however. been contin uous ly  frustrated: and short pcriPds of a 
hopefu l  trend towards accord and amity betwec·n the two 
Governments have been interspersed '' i th much l( \n gcr peri ods 
of suspicion and anti pathy. The Indian Prime l\1 i 1 1 , -, ter  naively 
asks how t h i s  can be remedied. how he can assu re Paki stan of 
Indi a · s  good intent i o n s .  Whether or not \1r ;\ chrn · s  fore ign 
guests . for whose benefit  the reference t o  I nda-Paki stan 
problems was apparently m ade. are sure of the answer to Pandit 
Nehru · s  que stion. the Indian Prime \1 i n i ster :rnmelf. and every 
student of I n da-Paki stan affairs . knows fu l l  we l l  that Ind ia  can 
assure Paki stan of its honest i ntentions by implementing the 
solemn p ledge that i t  first ga\'e in 1 9.:J.7-and which it has 
been reiterating again and again for a number of years-to 
al low the people of Kashmir  to e xercise their  right to self
d e t erm i n a t i o n .  I t  i s  an i n d i sp u t ab l e  fac t t h a t  o n l y  t h e  
non-fu l fi l me nt o f  I n d i a  · s  promi ses i n  regard to K ashm i r  stands 
in the \\ ay of I nda-Paki stan friendship.  There are some other 
q uestions al so. but the basic i s sue . the main source of the 
suspicion and i l l  \\ i l l  which hold up the solution of other I ndo
Pak i stan problems. is the Kash m i r  cl i spute. And. however m uch 
M r  l'\ehru and his col leagues m ay try to d i \'ert \\ orld attention 
from t h i s  fact .  t he Ka�h m i r  problem cannot be m ade to 
d i sappear by shutt ing one \ ey e s  to i t .  nor i � there any l ast ing 
sol ution for i t  e xcept the one I ndia suggested n i ne long years 
ago.  m ,0 from wh ich it  is no\\ t ry ing  to escape . In the i nterests 
of the future of the peoples  of t h 1 �  sub-continent,  we would 
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l ike to hope that India wi l l  revise its present unprincipled stand 
on the Kashmir i ssue and agree to a plebiscite, and thus al low 
Mr  Nehru to find the obvious answer to his  quest ion. 

24 May 1958 

ludo-Pakistan Scene 

If  the Governments of Pakistan and India have real ly decided 
to c lose down their diplomatic missions in all except three 
p laces in each country, the deci s ion not only betrays a 
l amentable l ack of mutual good wi l l ,  but also seems to show 
tha t  the two ne ighbouring S tates are a l lowing ch i ld i sh 
petulance rather than common sense to guide their affairs. I t  
i s  true , of course, that Inda-Pakistan rel at ions have worsened 
steadi ly  in recent years, and that th i s  deterioration has been 
caused l argely by India 's  refusal even to consider a reasonable 
agreement to end the stalemate over Kashmir, by Sheikh 
Abdul l ah '  s re-arrest and the latest campaign of repression in 
his unhappy l and, and, more late ly ,  by the meaningless 
exchange of fire across the Surma River by the armed forces 
of the two S tates. However, none of these or other rel ated 
developments can explain or just ify the reported dec i sion by 
the two Governments to cut down drastical ly the number of 
dip lomatic missions they maintain in  e i ther country on a 
rec i procal bas i s .  In fact ,  i t  coul d  be argued far more 
effectively that the serious differences that exist between the 
two S tates require speci al efforts to maintain ,  and even 
i mprove, their relat ions-and not the curtai lment of contacts 
between their  peoples. To give an example of other S tates at 
l oggerheads with each other real ising the advantages of such 
a pol icy, we see that, after a long period of fut i le  boycotts , 
deliberate attempts are being made by both sides to restore 

normal relations between America and the Soviet Union. The 
two Cold War giants .  despite the ir  fai lure to eli minate any of 
the numerous major causes of confl ict ,  have been persuaded 
to resume friendl ier contacts. part icularly in the fie ld of sports 
and cul ture, because they have real ised that a pol icy of cutting 
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oneself off from an unfriendly power offers no real gains. I t  
is  possible that India. because of  a gui l ty consc ience over 
Kashmir. wi shes to adopt a pose of injured innocence before 
the outs ide world or seeks to impress Pakistan with i ts abi l i ty 
to get tough. Bu t  whatever Ind ia ' s  motives may be. Pakistan 
has no reason to fol low a pol icy which w i l l  cause great 
inconvenience to thousands of our ci t izens. and can bring 
comfort and encouragement only to those e lements who seem 
determined to keep the fires of I ndo-Paki stan tension burning. 

With regard to the beginning of the latest  exhibit ion of 
unfriendl iness between the States-which i s  l eading them to 
what may wel l be described as a policy of spi teful nose
cutting-i t  appears most l i kely that Paki stan genuinely fel t  
that its mission at Agartala. and India · s  at Cami l l a .  could be 
withdrawn without any loss or inconvenience to the people 
of either side. If India cons idered that the c losure of these 
two diplomatic offices would be unwise.  i t  should have said 
so to the Pakistan Government and tried to dissuade i t  from 
pressing the proposal .  Instead. India has retal iated wi th the 
demand that Pakistan should c lose down its m i ss ions at 
B ombay and Chandigarh, with the natural consequence that 
the Indian Deputy and Ass istant High Commiss ioners at 
Lahore and Hyderabad. respectively. would aho have to c lose 
down their offices. Apart from the other factors involved. 
since these four missions l ook after the vast majori ty of those 
who travel between Pakistan and India, their c losure would 
greatly inconvenience large numbers of people on both s ides 
of the border. For this  reason alone the unwise move to 
restr ic t  d i p lomat ic  re l at i o n s  between Pak i s tan and Ind i a  
should be  abandoned and the .1rat11s quo maintained . Bu t  i t  
needs to  be  real ised that. apart from the quest ion of  the grant 
of v isas and other fac i l i t ies to trave l lers. the dec is ion to l im i t  
diplomatic intercourse w i l l  take India and Pak istan ye t  another 
step away from each other. make more difficult  their co
operation to tackle common problems. and thus adverse ly  
affect the long-term interests of  the two States and their 
peoples .  
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1 March 1 959 

ludo-Pakistan Talks 

The fai lure of the  latest round of  I nda-Pak istan ta lks  wi l l  
cause keen disappointment among those who are conscious 
of the i mportance to both countries of finding just and 
reasonable solutions for their main disputes, and thus ending 
the harmful cold war that has raged-wi th only temporary 
abatements-for more than a decade . The secretariat-level 
conference held in  Karachi was expected to deal with the 
ques t ion of fina l  demarcat ion  of the western boundary 
between the two States i n  the v ic in ity of the Su lemanki and 
Hussainiwala canal headworks ,  but i t  seems that both s ides 
refused to alter their respective interpretations of the Radcl iffe 
Award, and, therefore, no progress could be made towards 
e l iminating a potential source of b i tterness and confl ict .  
A lthough the jo int  communique issued at the end of the 
conference does not admi t  fai l ure, it seems qui te p lain that 
the talks ended without having achieved anyth ing a ll .  

Nor is th is  the onl y  recent setback i n  Inda-Paki stan 
relations. Desultory firing continues on the border between 
East Pakistan and India, and, what is by far more serious, the 
Noon-Nehru agreement seems to have been placed in jeopardy 
as a result of opposition in West Bengal to the proposed transfer 
of the B erubari area to Pakistan . The gloom is not rel ieved by 
evidence of any improvement in  regard to other I nda-Pak istan 
problems. India ' s  rejection of the revised Pakistan proposal 
has created a deadlock in the canal waters dispute, and now 
the World B ank ' s  representatives will draw up a plan of thei r  
own.  I f  the World B ank ' s  scheme, which w i l l  probabl y  
represent a compromise between the p lans submitted b y  India 
and Pakistan, is  accepted by both countries. and if sati sfactory 
arrangements can be made for its implementation, a difficult 
problem will have been taken care of; but it i s  too early yet to 
say i f  we can confident ly look forward to the early end of this 
dangerous dispute. However, while there i s  some hope that the 
World Bank ' s  good offices wi l l  lead to an agreement on the 
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sharing of the river waters of the Indus B asin,  there is a 
complete s talemate on the Kashmir i s sue ,  and the UN 
Secretary-General ' s  latest comment on the subject confirms 
the opinion that those who control UN pol icies are not real ly 
interested in doing anything about securing the implementation 
of the CN's  resolutions on Kashmir. There are also a host of 
other. somewhat less important, i ssues concerning the two 
countries that sti l l  remain to be dealt with. 

I t  i s  perfect ly obvious that the present state of Indo
Pakistan re lat ions is harmful to both countries and their 
peoples .  and that i t s  continuation can only further damage 
their i nterest s .  It i s .  c learly.  the responsibi l i ty of the two 
governments to make every possible effort to seek peaceful 
agreements on all outstanding problems.  and to try to bury 
the legacy of distrust and host i l i ty which has brought only 
distress and misery to the peoples of this sub-continent. 

The greater respons ib i l i ty  obvious ly rests with India. 
because in regard to the disputes over Kashmi r  and canal 
waters-the root cause of the trouble-its attitude has been 
unhelpful and unfriendly  and in  v iolation of the accepted 
rules of international law. In pondering the s i tuation, it is 
also necessary to real i se that, because of various factors 
extraneous to the disputes. there is for the present l i t t le or no 
possibi l i ty of effective and honest foreign mediat ion.  I t  seems 
necessary, therefore . that the Governments of Pak i stan and 
India should themselves take the in i t iat ive and make a serious 
effort to resolve their differences .  Perhaps i t  woul d  be best if, 
after due preparations, the Heads of Government of the two 
States could meet in a conference. And. if  they could be 
persuaded to Y iew the Inda-Paki stan situation real is t ical ly .  
keeping in mind the long-term interests of the two nat ions. i t  
i s  not  unreasonable to expect that they would  be able to settle 
some of the outstanding problems and pave the \\ ay for future 
agreement on the others .  
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B read and Stones 

I. LAND AND THE TILLER 

29 January 1948 

Land Reforms 

We have been unpleasantly surprised to hear that a l arge 
number of MLAs in the West Punjab Assembly are opposing 
the proposals of the Land Reform sub-committee which has 
recentl y  submitted its report. The proposals accepted by the 
majority of this sub-committee are by no means revolutionary, 
and even fall short of the promises made to the people in the 
Provincial League ' s  e lection manifesto. The onl y  concrete 
measure recommended is the fixation of the l andlords '  share 
in the produce of l and at one third of the crop. The other 
recommendations, l ike  the abolition of hegar and a l l  the 
l andlords '  i l legal exactions, the provision of cheap credit, 
and a stop to the ejecting of tenants ' without sufficient cause ' ,  
are all pious hopes, almost impossible t o  realise b y  legislation 
as l ong as the present set-up in the vi l lages continues. If the 
Government are serious about l iberating the tenants from 
feudal tyranny, they must change the whole system and 
arrange that the Government should receive al l  dues from the 
tenant, including the landlord' s  share. This is the only way of 
ensuring for the tenant freedom from the exactions of his 
master, who has on his side the l ocal officials, the force of 
tradition, and the resources to fight down any move on the 
part of the tenants to resist his despotism. As regards the 
question of the crop-shares,  while the proposed measure 
would be a definite improvement on the fifty-fifty basis which 
generall y  prevails, the wel l-known fact that many l andlords 
already take only a one-third share of the crop, shows how 
moderate i t  is. S ince the tenant has to pay for the implements 
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and the c att l e  and al so h i s  proportional  sh are of the land 
revenue and water-rate. t h i s  reform mere l y  tr ifl e s  w i th the 
problem of w i despread pO\ erty in which the v ast  majority o f  
o u r  people l i w .  Those · represe ntat i w s  o f  the peopl e '  w ho 
are opposi n g  even t h i s  m i l d  reform. presumably on the ground 
that the l and is the i rs to do w ith as they p lease. m i ght  be 
rem i nded of the fact that the i r  so-cal led r ight to pos�css the 
land w i thout work i n g  on i t  is not as old as they i magi ne.  
Before the arr i val of the B ri t i s h .  who created the landlord 
sy ste m as a matter of de l i berate pol i cy .  the l and i n  theory 
bel onged to the S tate and in pract ice to the man who t i l l ed i t .  
The o n l y  t a x  on land w a s  t h e  S tate tax. w h i c h  w as someti mes 
d i v e rted w h o l l y  to jug i rdu rs or part l y  to re nt-c o l l ectors .  
Corruption may ha\ e e x i sted. and unscrupu lous offi c i ab made 
i l legal  exactions.  or tyrannous j(/giu/ars taken more than their  
dues.  This  happened u sual ly  when c haos prC\  a i l ed. or a weak 
Ce ntral Government was unable to exerc i se suffic ient  control 
over its d i stance Pro v i nces.  The fact re mains .  however, that.  
on the whole.  the t i l l e r  o f  the soi l  was left alone and paid 
nothing more than one consol i dated tax. which varied from 
one-tenth of h i s  produce to one-fourth .  W i t h  the arr i v a l  of 
the Br i t i sh  th i s  was c hanged. and the pre sent system of a 
double tax on the man behi nd the plough was i ntroduced:  
one. tax to the State. and two. the l andlord ' s  share . The study 
of an i n terest ing book cal led The Punjab Chief\ w i l l  show 
how recent the holdi ngs of the b ig  land l ord fam i l i e s  are . and 
how all  of them were e ither created o r  con firmed by the 
B ri t i sh  Raj i n  return for serv i ces rendered. The h istory of 
landlord ism being what i t  is i n  the Province. the protestat i on 

of moral or legal  grounds put forward by certa in  M L A s  i s  
hard l y  tenable.  The G m  e rn ment  need hardly be re m in ded 
that. i n  the matter of i mproving the lot  of the poorest  sect i o n  
of o u r  people.  i t  w i l l  be supported by 99.9 p e r  c e n t  of the 
people .  and it would be cri minal  on its  part to a llow i tse lf  to 
he browbeaten by a group of i nd i v i duals  who were e lected to 
the Assembly on the basis  of the League e l ect ion manifesto.  
I f  ewn such d i l uted reforms are to be s tu l t ified or shel ved, 
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the best course would be to dissolve the present Assembly 
and give the people another chance to choose more selfless 
representatives.  

3 May 1949 

Landlords United 

The formation of a Chamber of Agricul ture in the West 
Punjab would have been welcomed if i t  were a genuine move 
t o w ards  i n v e s t i ga t ing  and  overc o m i ng t h e  ser ious  
shortcomings of  our agricu ltural system. B ut the organ isation 
recently formed under this name, with Mal i k  Firoz Khan 
Noon as its Founder-Pres ident, seems to be nothing more 
than an association of big landlords organi sed to fight for the 
maintenance of their vested interests .  The Lahore gathering 
of Knights, Nawabzadas, Khan Bahadurs , and ex-zaildars was 
a fairly representative assembly of the c lass  of Brit i sh-created 
l andlords and jagirdars. These former p i l lars of the Brit ish 
Raj have now come before the publ ic as wel l -meaning 
indiv iduals ,  seriously interested in  agricultural development 
and agrarian upli ft .  The mere fact that in Urdu this association 
for the protection of l andlords has been cal led the ' Anjuman
i -Kashtkaran ' makes i t  suspect. Some m ight wonder why 
these gentlemen have been forced to take t ime off from shikar 

and other p leasant divers ions to get together and try to think 
of their future. Were they disturbed by some signs of l i fe 
among their tenants, or roused by the fear that either the 
Provincial Government or the Musl im League was about to 
make a serious effort towards putting our rural economy in 
order? Judging from the recent actions of the Government 
and the party, no such revolution appears to be on the cards .  
Nevertheless,  from the i r  narrow point  of v iew, the l andlord s '  

move i s  opportune, because the peopl e  of Pakistan are real ly 
beginning to real ise that the feudal conditions of today are a 
negation of both democracy and freedom, and that as long as 
the present set-up remain s  intact ,  there can be no real 
progress-pol i t ica l ,  social  or economic .  The w idespread 
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real i sation of the urgent need for a c hange seem s  to have 
t h rown these  ge n t l e m e n  i n to a p an i c .  so m u c h  so that .  
d i scarding the c l oak of the M u s l i m  League. they have formed 
an independent front to preserve the i r  ' professional  rights · .  

The proceedings of the i naugu ral meeti n g  should convince 
every honest Pak i stan i that this l atest rnm e on the West 
Punj ab c h e s sboard pro m i se s  n o t h i n g  good. and can he 
regarded as one m ore attempt to confuse and m i s lead the 
peop le .  In h is  open i ng address.  M r  Noon de \'C loped his  pet 
thesis that l andlord i s m  hard l y  e x i sted i n  the West Punj ab and 
that. i n  any c ase. the tenants needed no protection of rights 
because he was corl\ ' inced that 'no tru l y  M u s l i m  landlord 
could possibly cause annoyance to anyone " .  The amount of 
trouble bei n g  taken by the M a l i k  Sahib and his  friends to 
pre serve and save something that ' hardly e x i � ts ·  i.., certain l y  
a n  i l l um i nat i ng contradict ion.  To dismiss  the tenant-landlord 
question wi th  the convenient ly  v ague re mark that efforts 
should he m ade for · promoting a harmonious rel at ionsh i p "  
shows t h a t  t h e  C hamber of Agri c u lture i s  l i \ i ng i n  a world 
far removed from real i t y .  The fact that the probl e m  of refugee 
rehabil i tation was dismi ssed w i th the demand for resusci tating 
the l andl ord-hol d i ngs of t he East Punj ab. w i thout g i v i n g  even 
a s i ngle thought to the fate of the lakhs of poor refugees. 
provides yet  another example t o  show the re al  character of 
this organ isation and the predi lect i ons of its supporters.  The 
hymn of prai se sung to S i r  Francis  Mudie is a lso typical  of 
these gent lemen:  it i s  i n teresting to note that the demand for 
early Provi n c i a l  elections was added to the main reso l ut i o n ,  
support i n g  t h e  gubernatorial regime.  by w a y  o f  a last-m i n u te 

amendment .  W i thout the s l ightest mal ice.  i t  i s  d i ffi c u l t  to 
res i st the conc l u sion that Mr Noon·  s Cham her of Agri c u lture 
hear:-. a fam i l y  l i kenc:-.s to the l ate Chaudhri S i r  Chhotu R arn · s  
defunct Zami ndara Leag ue.  I t  shou l d .  hm\ ever.  he lp t o  dra\\ 
publ ic  attention to the i rnmediate nece ss i ty of reforming our 
land system and ensuring that West  Punjab·  s biggest industry 
i s  organ i sed on a j u st and scientifi c  bas i s .  I t  i s  q u i te obvious 
that. unless this i s  done. the m i l l ions of our brethren in the 
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v i l lages wi l l  continue to starve; and progress in our agriculture 
w i l l  proceed, if at a l l ,  at a pace that wi l l  retard the country ' s  
genera l  deve lopment  and pro l on g  the  povert y  and 
backwardness of our  people. 

7 May 1 949 

Hari Committee Report 

Interesting developments are reported from Karachi in the 
strange affair of the S ind Hari Committee Report, a part of 
which has been del iberately suppressed by three successive 
Mus l im League M inistries of that Province. The author of 
the offending M inority Report, Mr Mohammad M asud, has 
served a noti ce on the S ind Government demanding an 
unqual i fied apology for its 'premature release ' of the Report , 
and 'd isclosure of the names of those M inis ters or offic ia ls  
respons i b l e  for the  l eakage ' .  Mr M asud ' s  demands ,  
accompanied by  a threat to sue the Provincial Government 
for damages amounting to five lakh rupees,  are based on the 
charge that the Government was respons ible for the ' wi l fu l  
premature release ' of the Report, which had led to ' one-sided 
adverse propaganda that has been carried on by a c lique of 
"mullas" and other hirel ings ' .  Whatever the legal implications 
of the case, and whether the officer concerned succeeds in 
obtaining sat isfaction from a court of l aw for the al l eged 
harm done to his reputat ion,  we sincerely  hope that these 
novel proceedings wi l l  at least compel the Haroon Cabinet to 
honour i ts p ledge regarding the publ ication of the M inority 
Re port . No th i ng i s  k nown by the  p u b l i c  of the  
recommendations made by M r  Masud in  h i s  M inute of 
Dissent, but the fact that the ' big leaders ' are al l  unan imous 
about keeping i t  a close secre t  has whetted pub l i c  curiosity,  

and i ts cr i t i c i sm by a section of ' maul  v i s '  has further 
encouraged the presumption that i t  suggests drasti c  changes 
in the present land system, and that these findings may be 
based on the equal i tarian economic structure favoured by 
Is lam.  
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22 June 1 949 

The Obvious Remedy 

The Minute of Dissent to the Hari Commit tee ' s  Report has at 
l as t  been publ i shed .  more than a year after it was first 
submi t ted  to the Government  of  S i nd .  The de l i be rate 
suppression by successive League Ministries of an important 
part of a publ ic document does not redound to the credi t  of 
the gentlemen concerned. The present Mini stry has done the 
right thing,  but only under strong public pressure and the 
threat of legal action from the author of the Minority Report . 
If Mr Yusuf  Haroon would l ike people to believe that th is  
deci s ion was wi l l ingly taken. or  that the agrarian pol ic ies  of 
h i s  Cabinet should be judged by h i s  own speeches and not 
the act ions of Mir  B unde Al i  Talpur. the Premier should 
i mmediate ly withdraw the S ind Tenancy B i l l .  based on the 
Majority Report of the Hari Inquiry Committee, and bring 
forward a measure on the l ines suggested by Mr M .  Masud. 
The determinat ion with which the Sind Government had 
sought to conceal this document suggested that the officer 
concerned had submit ted some highly i nflammatory materia l ,  
l ikely to cause a small  revolution if  not a ful l -fledged war. 
Judging from Press reports ,  however, Mr M asud ' s  M inute of 
D issent is a c losely-reasoned document. which gives a factual  
description of the condit ions  under which the producers of 
S ind ' s wealth are compel led to l ive;  stressing the i njustice of 
the :amindari system, i t  shows that this  harsh and immoral 
dispensat i on i s  contrary to the laws and tradit ions of I s l am; 
and, hav ing made out an unanswerable  case for the abol i tion 
of l andlordism. the author gives a brief out l ine of the steps 
which the Government should take in order to guarantee the 
Haris a l i fe as free human bei ngs .  No " dangerous '  s logans 
have been rai sed and no · fore ign · doctrines have been 
advocat e d :  the  au thor  has m e re l y  m ade an h o n e s t  
investigat ion and suggested the obv ious remedy. A so lu t ion 
on s imi lar l ines has consistently been advocated i n  these 
columns and by a large section of the country ' s  Press;  it also 
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forms  the ostensible bas i s  of the East Bengal Abolit ion of 
Z a m i ndar i  B i l l . It i s ,  further ,  q u i te cert a i n  tha t  t he  
overwhel ming majority of  Pakistan ' s  people des ire a radical 
change in the present agrarian set-up. The panic which 
presumably seized the S ind ' leaders ' on reading the Minority 
Report on ly  emphasises the wide gulf that exists between the 
ru l ers and those in whose name they profess to rule. Mr 
M asud' s M inute of Dissent, after a detai led discussion of the 
i s s ues involved,  recommends that peasant-proprietorship 
should rep lace :amindari, that the State should be regarded 
as the supreme owner of al l l and, that holdings above a certain 
l i m it should be appropriated, and that lease of l and for 
cul t ivation shoul d  be prohibited. It has also been suggested 
that compensation, to be assessed by a committee of experts, 
should be given to the present l and  owners. There wi l l  be 
general agreement with the author' s main proposal , namely 
that i nterest in  the l and should be restricted to the actual t i l ler 
of the soil  and the State; but he has not dealt wi th a number 
of points, which must be settled to ensure that any such 
scheme benefits the cult ivator and also helps to improve the 
s tandard of agri c u l t ura l  produ c t i o n .  The ques t i on  o f  
compensation i s  extremely important ,  for i t  has been seen 
that man y  proposals for the abo l i tion of zamindari, l ike the 
East Bengal B i l l ,  suggest such a heavy rate of compensation 
that no direct benefit is l i ke ly to accrue from such schemes to 
the cu l tivator, while Government w i l l  burden itself wi th a 
huge debt i n  an inflationary period. The problem should not 
be seen from the l andlord ' s  point of v iew, for he has l ived on 
the toi l  of others for l ong enough; Government ' s  primary 
concern should be to benefit the tenant ,  and also to take the 
necessary steps to raise production by replacing the present 
archaic method with modern scientifi c  farming. This  calls for 
b ig-scale p lanning, but the first step on the road towards 
greater national wealth, with happy and prosperous v i l l ages, 
is the abo li t ion of the ant iquated feudal regime of today. 
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27 June 195 1  

Land and the Tiller 

Reform of the exist ing l and system is qu i te obviously the 
most important national task facing the rulers of Pak i s tan. It 
is general ly  accepted now that the present d ispensation of the 
country ' s  agricultural wealth is not only  grossly unjust  to the 
t i l ler, but it also tends to perpetuate anted i luv ian methods of 
production .  Under a system which has no economic ,  moral or 
h istorical justi ficat ion. m i l l ions of our fel l ow c i t izens are 
condemned to a l i fe of indescribable poverty. Further. the 
cu l t ivators · l i mi ted means d i scourage a l l  bu t  the mos t  
rudimentary efforts to combat ignorance and disease, their 
low purchasing power acts as a brake on the country ' s  
development .  and the utter dependence o f  most o f  them on 
the l andowners is extremely degrading and helps to corrupt 
rural society and the country ' s  pol i t ics .  In  fact ,  it is no 
exaggeration to say that for th i s  sect ion of our countrymen, 
the estab l i shment of Pakistan w i l l  have real meaning only 
when they are freed from feudal tyranny and are no longer 
deprived of the frui ts  of their  toil by a system which was 
ins ta l led in th i s  sub-continent by the Br i t i sh  in a fair ly  
successfu l  attempt to create a c lass  of  soul less sycophants .  

Notwi thstanding i t s  urgency. the agrarian problem has 
not yet received proper attention from those i n  authority in  
Pakis tan ·  s Provi nces .  So far, Eas t  Bengal has  taken the  
b iggest step forward, bu t  the legis lators · sympathy for the 
big l andlords has persuaded them to evolve a scheme which 
w i l l  afford l i t t le or no rel i ef to the oppressed tenant . and i ts  

compensation c lause may wel l  involve the Government i n  
serious financi al difficul t ies .  I n  the NWFP and. even more 
so, i n  S ind. the Governments have merely t inkered w ith the 
problem. making no serious attempt even to implement the 
moderate report of the Agrarian Committee of the Central 
Musl im League. Pol it ical  chaos in  the Punjab has h itherto 
barred the way to any defin ite pol icy being pursued in thi s  
Province. Since the present Government came i nto power, i t s  
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leading spokesmen have repeatedly asserted-among their  
long l i s t  of other promi ses-that they are determined to carry 
out a policy of l iberal l and reforms .  The Daultana M in istry i s  
p l edged to  i m p l emen t  the  M u s l i m  League A grar i a n  
Committee ' s  report, but even the far from radical provisions 
of this document have been watered down to constitute the 
Government ' s  programme for the first five years. No attempt 
has yet been made to define this  short-term programme, as i t  
has been called, and i t  seems that the Min istry ' s  intentions 
w i l l  not be known for some time, particularly since the bulk 
of the Musl im League Assembly Party i s  known to consist of 
representat ives  of  the l and-own i n g  c l as s .  Mr M u mtaz 
Dau l tana has ,  however, he ld  out  the promise  that h i s  
Government ' s  p lans for agrarian reform would b e  ready 
during the summer, and that necessary legislation would be 
i ntroduced in the Assembly by September. 

The problem of l and reforms in the Punjab has two main 
facets . There is ,  first ly, the urgent question of finding enough 
l and  to rehabi l itate al l  the refugee agriculturists; and secondly, 
the present system of l and tenure has to be replaced by a 
more humane and equitable arrangement. With regard to the 
refugees, it is essential that primary consideration should be 
g iven to human rather than to property rights. Unless the 
smaller l and-owners and tenants among the refugees, and the 
non-refugee tenants work ing  on evacuee property, are 
provided with enough l and  to give them a reasonable l iving, 
the question of resurrecting the big or smal l feudal estates of 
East Punjab l andlords should not even be considered. I t  is 
equal ly  important that the present unduly high rent on evacuee 
lands should be drastical ly reduced or abol i shed. Care should 
also be taken to avoid forcible eject ion of any person working 
on such lands,  and no scheme should be accepted which 

involves large-scale transfers. As a matter of fact ,  the thorny 
problem of finding l and for the big refugee l andlords would 
v irtua l ly  cease to ex is t  i f  the Government were not so 
determined to mainta in  i ntact the l ocal  feuda l  estates . 
However, even i f  no such basic reforms are to be enforced 
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for the present ,  the absolute m in i mu m  demands of the 
working agri c u ltur i s t s  must be accepted and neces sary 
legis lat ion adopted as soon as possible. Apart from stopping 
the ejection of tenants-orders for which have been i ssued 
but. seemingly.  without results-al l undue exactions must  be 
banned by law. and the present exorbitant  rates of batai and 
cash-rents  must be i mmediately and substant ial ly redun�d. 
The rights of l andless agricul tural workers must be protected 
and v i l l age industries fostered. B igger changes wi l l  also have 
to be i ntroduced. but these are some of the long-owrdue 
reforms about which there can reall y  be no argument and 
whose enforcement can brook no delay. The people of the 
P u nj ab w i l l  l ook  forward w i t h  i n tere s t  to see w h at 
interpretation i s  put on the vaguely-worded points of princ iple 
on th is  subject enumerated in  the Min istry ' s m anifesto. for 
the future of the presenl \itu-, l im League regime w i l l  l argely 
be determined by it-. agrarian pol ic ies .  

3 October 1 951 

Agrarian Reform 

The latest dec i sions of  the Mus l im League Assembly Party 
on the question of agrarian reform have confirmed the fear. 
expressed in these columns three days ago. that the party ' s  
leadership might succumb t o  the sustained pressure exerted 
by the vociferous group of reactionary landlords who are 
determined to maintain intact the feudal structure of our rural 
economy.  Prec isely this seems to have taken place . On the 
two most i mportant  i s sues connected w i t h  t he refom1 of the 

land sys tem.  the moderate draft p roposab-presumably 
prepared by the Min istry-\\ ere abandoned and the ant i 
reform group ' s  coun ter-suggest ions  accepted . F irstly .  i t  was 
decided that instead of al lowing the tenant to keep a two
th ird share of the crop he would be given no more than s ixty 
per cent .  I t  is wel l know n that the batai sy"1em. in  which a 
very s light  imprm ement i s  em i saged. i s  grossly unfair to the 
tenant, who i s  thereby depri \ ed of the bulk of his net income. 
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A smal l  increase in the percentage of h i s  share , with a 
corresponding increase in the usual taxes, w i l l  bring the tenant 
only a negl igible amount of rel ief. That this concession i s  
utterly inadequate i s  proved by the  fact that, even today, in  
l arge areas of the  Punjab the tenants are receiving as much as 
two-thirds of the crop. If the 40-60 ratio is made appl icable 
by l aw,  the danger exists that, despite a possible prov ision 
for exempting those areas where tenants are already gett ing 
more than th is ,  their interests w i l l  be adversel y  affected . 
Further, no attempt has been made to devi se a system for 
col lecting rents which would guarantee that the landlord does 
not take more than his legal due; while the problem of l imiting 
cash rents was completely ignored. 

The second main i ssue on which the no-changers among 
the M usl im League landlords won a c lear v ic tory is the 
question of khud-kasht. Here, contrary to the earlier proposal , 
l an d  used for a variety of special purposes-gardens, forests, 
stud and catt le farms,  seed farms and so on-has been 
dec l ared exempt. Thereafter, ins tead of the 25-50 acres 
st ipulated in the original p lan, i t  was agreed that 50- 1 00 acres 
should be al lowed to each l andlord for what is euphemisticaly 
termed self-cul tivation, but which in  actual fact means that 
the l andlord i s  free to rent out the l and on any terms and 
conditions he can force upon the cul t ivators . Qui te often, 
khud-kasht l and is cult ivated by forced l abour; but even i f  
bef{ar can be aboli shed in actual practice,  th i s  l and w i l l  e i ther 
be rented out at exorbitant rates or l andless labourers w i l l  be 
hired to work on it for a pi ttance. It i s  presumed, at least by 
the l andlords,  that this amount of l and wi l l  be a l lowed as 
khud-kasht to each member of the l andlord fami ly .  This ,  in 
effect , means that many l akhs of tenants, who are now in 
possession of tenancy rights ,  w i l l  be reduced to the status of 
l a nd l e s s  l abourers and-in fac t  if not i n  l aw-made 
complete ly dependent on the landlords for their l iv ing .  

I t  seems qui te obvious that, i f  the land reform scheme
as i t  has emerged from the recent session of the Musl im 
League Assembly Party--i�, adopted by the Punjab Assembly, 
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it w i l l  certainly not i mprove present rural conditions in any 
major aspect and. i n  some respects ,  wi l l  make things worse 
for the tenants .  Those Mus l im League Mini sters or M LAs 
who genuinely be l ieve in  the need for reform , and who 
seriously want to implement the ir  party " s  manifesto. should  
real ise that the path taken by the party i s  taking them in the 
opposite direction. When Mr Mumtaz Daultana said. a few 
days ago. that such far-reaching changes were going to be 
i ntroduced i n  our present agrarian set-up that . thereafter. the 
tenants ' agitat ion would become ' unjust ified ' .  d id he have i n  
mind nothing more than these provi sions reluctantly  endorsed 
by his party'? The Premier and those of his col leagues who 
real i se the importance of agrarian reform for the future of the 
country-and .  incidental ly ,  of the Mus l im League-must  
real i se that the unreal discussion in the Assembl y  Party. in 
which the voice of the peasant was heard only by proxy.  
cannot be regarded as the las t  word on the subject .  If they 
expect their speeches and pledges to be respected. they must 
reorgan i se their strength inside the party to res is t  the anti
reform groups and, at least ,  insist on gett ing the party ' s  
approval for their original proposals. I f  Mr Daul tana takes a 
determined stand he could eas i ly s i lence the more selfish 
l andlord elements in his party . for there can be no doubt that. 
on the question of bringing in some measure of genuine 
agrarian reform, he w i l l  receive the people · s  fu l l  support 
against those who, for the most mundane motives. want the 
country to stand st i l l  or go backwards .  

22 �ovember 1 953 

Agricultural Income 

The demand for repl acement of the present antedi l uv ian 
methods of land revenue assessment by a rational  system of 
taxation for agricultural income has been reiterated. at a recent 
Press conference in Karachi .  by \1r Hyder Bux Jatoi .  S ind " s  
wel l -known Hari leader. The proposal i s  b y  n o  means new
it has frequent ly been mooted in the past and has been 
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endorsed in these columns on more than one occasion-but 
the custodians of polit ical power in th i s  country . who seem 
bl indly  p ledged to the maintenance of the socio-economic 
status quo i n  the countrys ide-and who depend on the support 
of the reactionary c lass  of l andlords even when they do not 
belong to i t-have never given the matter the serious attention 
i t  undoubtedly deserves. The existing rough-and-ready system 
of land taxation was su ited to the age for which i t  was 
evolved, and even today, if  al l the l and was more or less 
equal ly divided among the cult ivators, there would be some 
grounds for cont inuing to tax the land at a flat rate instead of 
tax ing the income derived from it. B ut although, w i th the 
i ntroduction of landlordism by the B ri t i sh ,  the whole bas is  of 
our rural economy was changed, the ancient system of 
taxation has been carefu l ly preserved, except for the fact that 
it has steadi ly  become more burdensome. I t  is manifestly 
unfair that the tenant who cul t ivates a few acres, or the owner 
of a small p lot of land, should be made to pay the same rate 
of tax as the masters of the vast latifimdia. For the former the 
land revenue may well amount to more than half of his hard
earned net income, whi le  in  the case of big landlords the 
am o u n t  due  to Govern m e n t .  even  i f  the  i n adequate 
A g r i c u l t ura l  Income Tax is  i n c l u de d ,  c on s t i tu t e s  an  
i nfin i tes imal fract ion of  their huge unearned incomes. B y  
l in king the tax o n  l and t o  the actual income o f  the tax-payer, 
the Government would,  wi thout any serious  lo s s  to the 
exchequer, e l iminate one of the most glari ng inj ust ices of the 
exi sting economic set-up; and with agricul tural i ncome taxed 
in accordance wi th rates appl icable to income derived from 
other sources, i t  should be possible-among i t s  m any other 
advantages-to encourage the diversion of a greater part of 
our national weal t h  to constructive c hannels and, at the same 

t ime,  to give sorely-needed re l ief to the poorer agri culturists, 
whose economic well -being is an essential prerequis i te to 
any plans for i ndustrial expansion, or for improvement of the 
standards of health and education in the v i l lages. While the 
real reason for oppos i t ion to any scheme for reforming  
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agricultural taxation is obvious, i t  is often said that any change 
in the s imple arrangement now in force would completely  
upset rural l i fe. and that condit ions in the v i l l ages do  not 
permi t  the introduction of a comp l icated system of tax 
assessment. This  i s  a fal lac ious argument. firstl y .  because 
tyrannous taxation cannot be j ust ified merely because it can 
be exacted with ease, and, secondly .  because a fai rly  s imple 
method can certain ly be evolved to levy a graded agricul tural 
tax on the bas i s  of the assessee ' s  income. Tax reform on the 
l i nes suggested here could become an important factor in  
i mproving the l ife of the bulk of our people,  particularly i f  i t  
i s  accompanied by an effective check on rack-renting. We 
hope, therefore. that those interested in  transformi ng the 
country 's  agrarian economy wi l l  examine the question in  all 
i t s  aspects and work out detai led proposals .  so that publ ic 
opinion can be invoked to demand the introduct ion of a more 
rational and equitable system of land taxat ion.  

1 1  January 1 954 

Land Ref or ms 

The personnel and terms of  reference of  the S pec i a l  
Committee appointed by  the Punjab Government to study the 
working of the half-hearted l and reforms i ntroduced by the 
Daultana Min istry, and to recommend necessary changes in 
the agrarian laws, are certain to be v iewed with alarm and 
despondency by the people of the Punjab. except. of course. 
for those who have a vested interest in  the maintenance of 
the unjust feudal system. I t  wi l l  be recal led that,  s ince h i s  
assumption of power, the Chief Mini ster has made n o  secret 
of the fact that he strongly disapproves of the steps taken by 
h i s  predecessor to change the land system: but. whi le much 
of Mr Noon · s crit icism was ful ly just ified. instead of devi sing 
a p lan to remedy the defects of the Daultana scheme. he has 
been agitating for the restoration of the status quo ante .  The 
Committee chosen to review the question is eminently su i ted 
to the task of giv ing effect to the views held by Chief 
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M i n is ter. A vast  majori ty of the twenty-five leg i sl ators 
selected are e i ther big l andlords or well-known for their b i tter 
opposition to tenancy reform, and at least two of them had 
the dist inction of being driven out of the Musl im League for 
the ir refusal to accept the meagre concessions given to the 
tenants by the earlier regime. As for the officials who have 
been co-opted onto the Committee to tender expert advice, 
even if some of them hold contrary opinions-which i s  by no 
means certain-their voice wi l l  carry no wei ght  wi th the 
majority group of MLAs who are determined to reassure their 
right to ruthless exploitat ion of the land  and those who t i l l  i t .  
To describe such a partisan Committee as being representative 
of 'a l l  the important elements in  the rural l i fe of the country ' ,  
a s  has been done by an anonymous Government spokesman ,  
is  to betray a complete disregard for the  truth . I t  i s  fairly 
obvious that a Government which does not recognise the 
ex i stence of those whose sweat and b lood produces our 
agricultural wealth as an ' important element in  the rural l i fe 
of our country ' ,  and a Committee on which there i s  not a 
single representative of the tenants or the landless agricu ltural 
workers, can hardly be expected to safeguard the in terests of 
those who are in  fact the most important element in our rural 
l i fe-the t i l lers of the soi l .  

Such a venture would under any circumstances merit our 
strongest d i sapproval ,  but to embark upon a retrograde 
undertaking of this sort when our rural economy is in the grip 
of an acute malaise makes it doubly dangerous.  The real task 
before the Punjab and every other province i n  Pakis tan i s  to 
e l iminate every vestige of feudal ism, to give the tenant fu l l  
security and a fair return for h i s  l abour, to l iberate the mass 
of our people from the shackles of an oppressive ,  restrictive 
system of land-tenure, so that they too can feel that the day 

of freedom has dawned. Not only are these demands endorsed 
by the elementary principles of social j ustice, to which so 
much l ip-homage i s  pa id  i n  pub l i c  speeches ,  bu t  they 
constitute an essential prerequis i te to the country ' s  overa l l  
economic progress .  
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1 0  December 1 954 

Agrarian Reforms 

. . .  S ince a good m ajori ty  of i t s  members are wel l  known for 
their predilection for the landlords ·  cause. i t  is  not surpri sing 
that the Commit tee ' s  recommendations seek to t ake away 
from the tenants the meagre concessions granted to them two 
years ago. Judging from the Committee · s  suggestions with 
regard to the l iqu idation of occupancy tenancies. by a l lowing 
the tenants to acquire proprietary rights over thei r  holdings 
under certain condit ions. and the fact that their retrogressive 
proposals have received the Assembly Party ' s  approval , i t  
would appear that the party ' s  l arge reactionary wing has 
succeeded in i ts object  of stu l t ifying the Daultana Reforms .  
The rate of compensation to be paid has been enhanced for 
certain categories of occupancy tenants .  and even those 
l andlords who were not entit led to any rent wil l  now receive 
l i beral compensation for giving up what may be called mere 
paper-ownership of the land.  It can confident ly be forecast 
that i ts  other recommendations wi l l  also provide evidence of 
the Committee · s strong anti - tenant b ias .  and that the Mus l im 
League Assembly Party w i l l  in  effect try to restore to the 
l andlords a l l  the feudal r ights and privi leges they have 
enjoyed s ince the Bri t ish selected them as the best p i l l ars of a 
foreign regime.  

24 December 1 954 

Abolition of Jagirdari 

If. u n l ike  the s i m i l ar announcements made in the past. the 
S ind Government ' s  decis ion to abol i sh jagirdari is seriously 
meant to be implemented. i t  may wel l be regarded as the best 
news in many decades for the people of th is  benighted 
Prov ince . Today ' s  S ind i s  the big landlord' s  paradise .  He i s  
the unquest ioned master not only o f  the broad acres h e  has 
acqu ired. by fair means or fou l ,  but also of the miserabl e  
human beings who t i l l  h i s  l and. of  their women and chi ldren,  



Bread and Stones 

of their hovels and chatte ls .  The wadera is  a law unto himself; 
h e  recogni se s  n o  l im i t s  on  h i s  author i ty , for e th ic al 
considerations do not trouble  h i s  conscience, and h i s  influence 
with the admin istration prevents the exerc i se by the hari of 
the meagre rights that the l aw of the land has bestowed on 
him. The feudal pattern of our l and system cries out for drastic 
reform in all parts of the country; but in S ind the prevai l ing 
conditions are remin i scent of the worst days of s lavery. Land 
reforms are urgen t l y  neces sary to i mprove Pak i stan ' s  
economy, to pave the way for i ts  industrial progress ;  but i n  
the l and enriched by the l ower reaches o f  the Indus, the 
h um a n  aspec t  of the  p ro b l e m  overr ides  a l l  o ther  
cons iderations .  Here, the present system of l and  tenure 
provides the bas i s  for a story of inhuman tyranny, loot, and 
brigandage, which can find a paralle l  only in the darkest 
chapters of man ' s  social h i s tory. Not only is the tenant 
compelled to work for a mere p ittance, to l ive in indescribable 
poverty, without the most e lementary benefi ts  of c ivi l i sation, 
whi le  his parasi t ic overlord wal lows in i ndecent l uxury, but 
even at this low level of subsistence the hari cannot call h i s  
l ife h i s  own. He has  no  security of  tenure, necessity binds 
him to his tormentor as effectively as the law of vi l le inage, 
and nei ther h i s  l i fe nor the honour of h i s  women i s  safe. 

The harrowing, soul-searing stories of human misery and 
degradation which sometimes reach the outside world from 
S ind ' s  i nterior can leave no doubt i n  any mind that this state 
of affai rs must immediately be remedied. Yet seven long 
years have passed since the advent of freedom, and many a 
fine word has been said on thi s  grim subject by many a 
Mus l im League leader, but, so strong are the feudal elements, 
that not a s ingle worthwhile step has been taken towards 
l i berating the hari from h i s  cruel bondage. W i th M r  Ayub 

Khuhro ' s  return to power, a great deal has been heard again 
from M i ni sters and offic ial spokesmen about the sorry pl ight 
of the tenant and the need of improve his status .  I t  has now 
been  announced  tha t ,  in accordance  w i t h  the  
recommendations of  the Experts Committee, a l l  jaf{irs wil l  
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be abol ished and the land thus released wi l l  be d istributed 
among landless peasants .  I t  i s  estimated that about one m i l li on 
acres w i l l  thus be made available for sat i sfying the land
hunger of people who hitherto could not derive much benefit 
from the vas t  l ands of the i r  rich Prov ince because the 
l andlords treated i t  as one big jagir. The Government ' s  
expected gain from l and revenue alone i s  computed at 
Rs. 20.00.000. I f  this  p lan is faithful ly  implemented. i t  w i l l  
undoubtedly improve the s i tuation in S ind. Apart from the 
d irect benefit to  those peasants who wi l l  receive a p iece of 
land to cult ivate for themselves .  it w i l l  probably also help to 
improve the tenant ' s  posit ion by increasing his bargaining 
power \'is-a- \·is the landlord. I t  should. however. be realised 
that this  break in  the wadcras' monopoly control of l and is 
only a first step.  and that a great deal more must be done if 
the people of S ind are to be freed from the evi l s  of a system 
evolved for the benefit of a handful of idle persons at the 
expense of the mi l l ions who work on the land and are the 
real producers of our national wealth. Among reforms that 
are immediate ly  necessary to rationalise our agrarian system, 
a reasonable l imi t  must be imposed on holdings of l and, the 
tenant must be g iven ful l  security of tenure and guaranteed a 
proper share of  his  produce, and the poorer sections of the 
rural populat ion must  be protected against the l andlord · s 
i l l ega l  exac t ions  and other m i sdeed s .  These measures 
constitute the very minimum which must  be ach ieved wi thout 
further de lay i f, for the vas t  majority of our people, freedom 
is to have any real content. and if Pakistan ' s  progress is not 
to be stult ified for the benefit of those who h ave acquired a 

vested interest in  feudal ism. 
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10 February 1955 

Abolition of Jagirdari 

The Sind Government ' s  decis ion to abol i sh al l  jagirs without 
compensation w i l l  be widely welcomed as marking the end 
of an obnoxious system of polit ical bribery and the first major 
step towards reforming the Province ' s  antedi luvian agrarian 
set-up. 

The present Government of S ind deserves due credi t  for 
boldly following the example set a few years ago by the 
Punjab and the Frontier Province. Apart from its polit ical 
aspect, the abol i t ion of jagirs promi ses to bring some rel ief 
to at least a section of S ind'  s hard-pressed peasants. I t  i s  
revealed that 1 24 jagirdar fami l ies had under their control 
one-tenth of S ind ' s  total cultivable l and; and of these 1 1  l akh 
acres, about 3 l akh acres had not even been brought under 
the plough. It is  estimated that a substantial part of the land 
to  be released from the jagirdars' tentacles wi l l  be  avai l ab le  
for dis tribution among the peasants. Further, the Provincial 
Exchequer wi l l ,  with effect from rahi 1 954-5,  start receiving 
normal l and revenue and water rates for the former jagirs 

instead of the token payment hitherto made by the jagirdars, 

and this  is expected to bring in additional revenue to the tune 
of Rs. 1 8 ,00,000. 

Wh i l e  the  r ight  to rece i ve l and revenue has  been 
ex t ingu i shed,  the  vague provi s i on s  made by the S in d  
Government for determ ining the right of proprietorship over 
the former jagirs prov ide cause for concern . There are 
reported to be certain jagirs in regard to which ownership i s  
supposed t o  vest in some person other than the jagirdar. B u t  
in most cases the jagirdars are certain t o  claim proprietary 
rights over their former jagirs , and may even be able to 
produce documents of some sort in support of their c laim.  If 
the basis of such proprietorship i s  i dentical wi th that of the 
acqui s i t ion of  jagirdari rights, i t  cannot, log ica l ly ,  be 
recogni sed  as possess i n g  any legal  or moral sanct ion .  
Proprietorship should be accorded recognit ion only i f  the 
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c laimant, whether he i s  the jagirdar or someone else, can 
prove to the sat isfaction of a court of law that ownership was 
acquired through purchase or by other legitimate means .  If 
th is  is not done and the rules now drafted are retained, the 
jagirdars wi l l  be gifted with vast tracts of land at the small  
price of paying normal l and revenue dues ,  and the hari wil l  
rece ive hardly any rel ief. The provis ion for the grant of 
pensions to jagirdars also appears to be unnecessary and
unless  the Government is t h ink ing  in terms of g i \' ing 
unemployment re l ief to a l l  c lasses of persons who have no 
jobs-completely unjust ified. I t  should either be dropped 
a l together or be restricted to genuine ca�es of poss ible 
hardship among women. Even if the Government ' s  scheme i s  
implemented i n  the  right spiri t .  i t  should be real ised that the 
abo l it ion of jagirdari wi l l  have made only a small dent in  the 
oppressive feudal structure of S ind's  land system. and that if 
a rational agrarian economy i s  to be establ i shed, in  this and 
other Prov inces of Pakistan, the present l and-tenure system 
must be drastical ly  changed to give the peasant a higher 
standard of l iv ing and a bigger stake in  the land he t i l l s .  

6 July 1 956 

Bread and Stones 

I t  is depress ingly symptomatic of the strange pattern of 
polit ical l i fe in  Paki stan that the call for urgent and far
reaching agrarian reforms by the Chairman of the N at ional 
P lanning Board has coincided with reports of repress ive 
measures hy the l ocal  adm i n i s t rat i o n  to di spcr'>e the ejected 

tenants \\ ho had gathered at Lahore from various Punjab 
dis tr ic ts  w i th the purpose of beseeching the Prov inc ia l  
Government for justice. It seems necessary to remind those 
in  power that the hundreds of evicted tenants who marched 
to the capital ,  and thousands of others l i ke them. are human 
be ings  j u s t as much  as those \\ ho ha \  e pers i s ten t l y  
demanded-and those \\ h o  haw so l ight-heartedly ordered
their ejection from the plots of land on which they l ived unt i l  
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a few days ago. Like everyone e lse , they, too, have stomachs 
that must be fed,  bodies that must be c lothed, fami l ies that 
require shelter and protection, and chi ldren whose premature 
death through malnutri t ion or unchallenged d i sease they 
cannot witness without deep anguish-anguish as deep as 
that which smites the hearts of the more fortunate when 
v is i ted by grim personal tragedy. I t  also cannot be gainsaid
although some unprincipled scribes have often advocated 
Constituti onal changes to the contrary-that the landless 
tenants are equal ci t izens with the rest of our people,  ent i t led 
equal ly to the protection of l aw, possessing an equal claim on 
the S tate for succour: and that their reasonable demands on 
society deserve serious attention, along with those of the big 
landlords, the budding business magnates ,  or the senior 
officia ls .  The tenants have a r ight to walk on our roads 
without interference, even if they do so now only as hunger
marchers: they have the right to s i t  in the capital ' s  gardens, 
even i f  they come not to seek p leasure, but in quest of 
protection on wet nights under scraggly trees or inadequate 
tents; and, above all else ,  they have the right to demand that 
they should not be expel led from the lands they have t i l led 
for many long years . Thi s  unkempt, ine legant crowd did not 
come to Lahore asking for shares in evacuee factories or 
c i nemas :  they d i d  no t  want  the  a l lo tmen t  of pa la t ia l  
res idences :  they d id  no t  come begging for route permits or 
refugee doles; th is  they could not ask for, because they do 
not control any MLAs ' votes and possess nothing e lse which 
they cou l d  barter for the Government ' s  favour. They came 

only to ask that they should e i ther be al lowed to retain their 
meagre holdings. or that the Government should honour i ts 
oft-repeated, but oft-bel ied, promise and g ive them a lternative 
land s .  They came to ask for work and bread, and in  repl y  
they were g iven only stones .  

The problem of agrarian reforms,  of which the  question 
of  tenan t s '  r ights  is a p art ,  shou ld  no t ,  however ,  be  
approached solely from the human angle-because, other 
reasons apart, such an approach is l ikely to leave Pakistan ' s  
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rul ing c lass  completely unmoved. A l l  its facets mus t  be 
studied with great care . And i t  w i l l  be seen that the broader 
and more thorough the examination . the clearer and more 
obvious is the conclusion that the feudal system, wi th i t s  
antediluvian methods .  i ts  soul -crushing tyranny. and i t s  unj us t  
foundations. must go .  no t  on ly  because of  the demands of  
human just ice.  bu t  also because i t  weakens the democratic 
bas i s  of our polity and constitutes an insuperable obstac le to 
Pak i s tan ' s  economic deve lopment .  Gen u i ne democracy 
cannot eas i ly  find its roots in the country as long as m i l l ions 
of our people are dependent for their l ive l ihood on the whims 
of the ir  feudal lords .  These gent lemen. after decades of 
patronage by the Brit ish.  have got  used to exploit ing their 
economic hold over the countrys ide for pol i t ical purposes . 
Not only do the landlords bribe or frighten a considerabl e  
section of  the e lectorate into acquiescence . but .  a s  another 
legacy of the Brit ish raj, they also exercise undue influence 
over the admin istrat ion. and thus often succeed in thwart ing 
the ends of justice . From the economic standpoint, Mr Zah id  
Hussain has  presented a luc id  and unanswerable case for 
immediate agrarian reforms .  He has right ly  stressed that 
agricultural production cannot be expected to increase unt i l  
the t i l ler of the soi l i s  given security of tenure. a larger share 
in the fru its of h i s  toi l ,  and the guarantee that his rights in the 
l and are inviolable .  The thesis propounded by the Chairman 
of the Planning Board and his proposals for reform are, 
however, not new. S imi lar p lans  have been put forward again 
and again by different persons and bodies .  Even the Mus l im 
League Working Committee once endorsed a fairly reasonable 
scheme of land reforms .  B ut .  as far as its practical effects are 
concerned. a l l  this labour has been in vain. because when i t  
comes to implementing the recommendations made by  the 
various committees and commissions. the type of leadership 
that has been i n  offi ce i n  Paki stan s i nce the dawn of 
i ndependence finds itself unable to move forward. 

Not only are they bl indly devoted to the big l andlords ' 
interests, but the gentlemen who head the admin istration and 
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their  mm1ons seem to be ca l lous and indifferent to the 
s ufferings of the common people .  The problem of tenants, 
for example, has assumed such proportions because of past 
neglect, and i t  i s  now being allowed to lead to a cri s i s  because 
those in office are in such a great hurry to befriend their 
l andlord supporters that they have no time to think of the 
consequences of their actions .  These consequences cannot be 
m ade to disappear under a shower of stones or threats of d ire 
action ; they w i l l  remain l ike a running sore i n  the socio
economic set-up until the causes of the malady are removed. 
And, as for the aesthetes in the administration who have 
suddenly grown apprehensive about Lahore ' s  sanitation, and 
betray such novel concern about recreation fac i l i ties for the 
women and chi ldren of Machi Gate, one wonders if they 
could a llow their sensitive souls  to be d isturbed by reali sation 
of the harsh fact that a low, common instinct, the fear of 
hunger, has driven the unwashed and unfed tenants to Lahore. 
Faced with a deepening cri s i s ,  even Dr Khan Sahib has found 
it necessary to misuse the name of Is lam in an effort to save 
the l arge unearned incomes of his jagirdar friends and fel low
M inisters . They should  real ise, however, that, w ithout any 
basi s  in economic or social justice, feudal ism i s  doomed. 
Today the tenants are weak; they l ack organi sation and have 
no proper leadershi p .  B ut when they ful l y  rea l i se their 
i nherent strength, are able  to unite, and can rep lace their 
timid leaders, they w i l l  rise l ike an irresistible phalanx and 
storm the citadel of power to oust the tyrants and usurpers . 
The representatives of the big l andlords may for some time 
m ore be able to delay the change, but they certainly cannot 
stop it. And the more foo l i shly the feudal e lements behave 
today, the more rap id  w i l l  be the inevitable advance of 
agrarian reforms, and the more fearfu l the retribution that 

w i l l  be imposed on those who used inhuman and unfair 
methods to del ay the progress of Pakistan and h inder the 
l i beration of the b iggest section of i ts peopl e .  
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22 September 1957 

Agrarian Reforms 

Whi le  scores of official reports and p lans on the subject of 
agrarian reforms gather mi ldew in  Government store-houses, 
another Com m iss ion is to be appointed to study West  
Pakistan ' s  agricultural economy. and another scheme has been 
put forward for mit igating the evi ls  of the exist ing system . 

The people might wel l  ask the Government to explain 
what facet of the agr icu l tural system is s t i l l  h idden so 
completely that it requires a new Commission to expose i t .  
Why cannot act ion be taken on the basis  of the various reports 
that adorn the State archives? What has happened to the plan 
which the Prime Minister, Mr  H .  S. S uhrawardy, promised to 
draw up many long months  ago?  B e fore mak ing  h i s  
announcement. did the Food Mini ster consul t  M r  Abdus Sattar 
Pirzada-who holds rather novel v iews on the question-and 
has  the Wes t  Pak i s tan  Cab ine t  dec i ded i n  favour  of  
i mp lement ing  a genu ine  scheme of  l an d  reforms?  If  
satisfactory answers to these questions are not made avail able, 
it would be d i ffi c u l t  t o  avo i d  the conc lus ion that the  
Republican Min i stry i s  trying, in  the  accepted tradit ion, to  
smother  the demand for  ear ly  ac t i on i n  the mat ter  of  
reforming the  land system by cal l ing for the creation of yet 
another Commission. 

8 November 1 958 

Agrarian Ref or ms 

Within a month of its assumption of power. the new regime 
has achieved notable success in uprooting the worst evi ls  that 
had bedevi l led the administration and were steadi ly  driv ing 
the country towards economic chaos and bankruptcy . B ribery 
in a l l  its h ideous forms has been checked, inflationary price 
trends have been control led.  the hoarder and smuggler are on 
the run. and. generall y  speaking. the administrative machinery 
i s  work ing a great deal more efficient ly .  However, these are 



Bread an<l Stones 

short-term tasks ,  presenting a process of clearing the decks 
for action to overcome Pakistan ' s  more deep-rooted maladies .  
Nearly al l economi c  experts are agreed that  the  mos t  
i mportant among the bigger tasks of national reconstruction 
facing Pakistan i s  the re-organi sation of agriculture , for which 
far-reaching agrarian reforms are considered to be an essential 
prerequisite. It is heartening, therefore, that the administration 
has g iven this  matter high priority, and that a Commission i s  
a lready grappl ing with the problem. 

In deal ing wi th what i s  a vast and many- sided problem, i t  
appears necessary that the worst malpractices of the existing 
system should be dealt with before sett ing about the bigger 
t a sk  of reform.  The admin i s trat ion should i s sue s tr ic t  
instructions to al l Government funct ionaries cal l ing upon 
them to fai thfu l ly  imp lement the law and to show no favour
as they have done in  the past-to the rich and hitherto 
influential .  In  the matter of reforming the set-up, the first aim 
should be to guarantee security of tenure for the cul t ivators , 
and to establ ish fair land rents.  The law governing the eject ion 
of tenants should be made more strict in order to el iminate 
al l  possibi l i ty of i ts being m isused to harass the cult ivator. 
W i th regard to rents, a cei ling must be fixed on cash rents, 
depending on the val ue of the l and, so that the rack-renting 
that now occurs on al l  lands not occupied by regular tenants 
can be stopped. The hatai system should be carefu l ly 
examined. The 40:60 crop-sharing ratio between the landlord 
and the tenant is by no means as fair to the tenant as it m ight 
appear. I t  should be remembered that the l abour, seed, cattle, 
and al l  other requirements ,  are usuall y  provided by the tenant, 
and that the l andlord makes no investment whatsoever. If  the 
cost of these services i s  calculated, i t  wil l  be seen that the 
tenant ' s  share of the profit is  neg l igible,  and,  in s ome cases, 

he gets no profit at all .  Apart from ensuring a better return to 
the cu lt ivator for his  l abour, Authori ty should examine the 
question of i ntroducing a system of rent payment that i s  
efficient and leaves n o  scope either for a tenant cheating his  
landlord or a l andlord oppressing his  tenant ,  as ,  for example, 
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by making rents payable w ith the l and revenue-the revenue 
authorit ies  being responsible for i ts  col lect ion from the tenants 
and payment to the l andlords. 

The q u e s t i o n  of rat ional i s i n g  l and h o l d i ng s  req u i re s ,  
first l y .  that the work o f  consoli dating al l present holding s  
m u s t  b e  speeded up.  Next ,  l and must  b e  found for those who 
possess uneconomic holdings and a l im i t  m u s t  be p l aced on 
t he area of l and that any one person can own. H itherto, it has 
a lways been said that l and reform s  were an imposs ib le  task 
because no Government would dare annoy the landlord'>- 
even i f  t h i s  was neces sary to save the country from ru i n-and 
that the rigid Consti tut ional provi s i on regarding compensat ion 
presented an insurmountable hurd le .  Now that nei ther of these 
consi derations stands in the way. the new Government c an 
b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  fi x a r e a s o n ab l e  d e sc e n d i n �  -.; c a l e  n f  
compensation for t he l an d  acqui red from t h e  b i g  l andlords .  I n  
t h i s  connection.  i t  i s  a l so pert i nent t o  point o u t  that the East  
P ak i stan Land Acqu i s i t ion Act  shou ld be re\ i sed. Inc idental l y .  
w h i l e  these measure s  are b e i n g  di scussed. henami trans fe rs 
of l and should be s topped. 

With these or s imi lar measures of l and reform Pakistan w i l l  
move forward towards the creation o f  a rural society of peasant
proprietors. And once the dark shadows of soci a l  oppression 
and economic stagnation have been removed. and the cult ivator 
is in a posit ion to think beyond h i s  strugg le for two square 
meals a day . a vast new market would open up for indigenous 
manufacture. and the various schemes for his upl i ft that have 
been devised from time to time but have never worked properly ,  
can b e  given a real start. Plans for adult education . v i l lage aid , 
the introduction of sci entific fam1ing methods.  the expansi on of 
cottage i ndustries. and co-operati ve farming. could be pushed 
forward w ith certainty of success.  So important is th is  task for 
the future of Pakistan that .  even if the pre sent regime were 
unable to accomp l i sh anyth ing else. it wou ld earn for i tse lf  a 
high p lace in Pakistan · s  h i s tory for refom1ing the agrarian set
up and thus laying the foundat ion for a stab le economy and a 
truly democratic pol i ty .  
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26 January 1 959 

Historic Decision 

Except for those among the big landlords and their friends 
who are bl inded by cupidi ty or prejudice, the country wi l l  
accept the Government ' s  scheme of land reforms in West 
Pakistan as a h istoric decision and welcome it as the first big 
step towards the reorgani sation and strengthening of Pakistan ' s  
economy. For many years now, every student of  elementary 
economics, every expert invited to study Pak istan ' s  economic 
crises, every committee appointed to survey the agrarian set
up, and, in fact, every l evel-headed layman who gave serious 
thought to the matter, has believed that Pakistan 's  agriculture 
must be freed from feudal shackles if it is to develop into a 
modem State . Yet,  in e leven years, despite generous promises 
and loud slogan-mongering-which merely provoked some of 
the b igger l andlords to take evasive action to protect their 
vested interests-no worthwhi le measures were undertaken to 
el iminate the worst features of an antedi luvian land system 
foi sted on thi s  country by an alien regime about a century ago. 
The speed with which the new regime has come to grips with 
the problem shows that the Government is well aware of i ts 
significance and of the urgent need for a solution. President 
Mohammad Ayub Khan has pointed out, in his broadcast 
speech announcing the plan, that his Government ' s  aim is to 
' devise a rational land tenure policy which wi l l  satisfy the 
social need for greater equal ity of opportunity and social status, 
and . . .  the economic need for increasing agricultural production 
and improving the standard of rural l iving through a more 
equi table distribution of income from land' ,  and further that, 
' the setting up of the Commission was a l ink in the chain of 
measures that we propose to take to create an economically 
v iable, social ly  free and pol i t ical ly stable and progressive 
society ' .  These aims wil l be widely endorsed; and, in  fact, the 
Government 's  policy decisions w i l l  invariably be judged by 
the people in the l ight of the principles of equity and social 
justice outl ined by the President. 
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W h i le de t a i l e d  app ra i s a l  of the  p l an m us t  a w a i t  
publ ication o f  the Commiss ion · s Report and the relevant 
M artial Law Regu l at ion, its main features clearly represent a 
l audable effort towards fu lfi l l i ng Government ' s  pol icy aims. 
Among other measures.  a l imit has been placed on agricul tural 
holdings: jagirdari has been abol i shed: smal l  holdings w i l l  
be  consolidated and. wherever possible. supplemented to form 
workable uni ts :  l and rents wi l l  be frozen : occupancy tenants 
wi l l  be given ownersh ip rights in  accordance with their share
interest in the land: and compensation \\ i l l  be paid for a l l  
l and acqu ired by the  State. Each facet of  the  proposed land 
reform law w i l l  require c lose study. Our present comments 
w i l l .  therefore , be confined to some of i ts sal ient  features
particu larly where revision seems necessary in order to make 
the law uniformly  appl icable to a l l  categories of big landlords. 
In  the first p lace.  i t  is  pertinent to point out that the cei l ing of 
36.000 produce index unih is rather high.  especia l ly  when 
compared to the recommendations of earl ier committees and 
commiss ions .  Even a conservative body l ike the Mus l im 
League Land Reforms Committee recommended an  upper 
l imi t  of 1 50 acres of canal- i rrigated land.  However, since this  
figure forms the basis of Government ' s  rehabi l i tation policy 
for refugee l andlords .  i t  \vi i i  probably be regarded as a 
reasonable compromise between the demands of those who 
want the maximum holding to be much smal ler and those 
whose formulae cou ld be l ikened to the bogus l and reforms 
introduced i n  the Punjab and NWFP some years ago. 

In addit ion to the basic exemption of 36 .000 produce 
index un i ts .  a landlord w i l l  be permitted to keep orchards 

extending to 1 50 acres .  and to transfer l and to his heirs . 
provided that the total area of addi t ional exempt ions does not 
exceed 1 8 .000 produce index uni ts .  It is gratify ing that any 
l and g ifted by a l and lord after 1 ..J.  A u gu st l Y..J. 7  \\ i l l  be 
included in  the area that is  no\\ being al lowed for his heirs. 
Further. those who received their land as a g ift cannot re-gift 
i t .  and w i l l  only be able to keep the bas ic  36 .000 units for 
themselves. This .  again .  i s  a reasonable restriction. It i s  most 
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surprising, however, that ful l  cognizance has not been taken 
of all such l and transfers since 1 94 7. As the Commission 
must know, talk about l and reform began soon after Partit ion. 
The publ i cat ion of  the M u s l i m  League Land Reforms 
Committee ' s  report gave an i mpetus to the popul ar demand 
for radical changes in the l and system. The Agricu ltural 
Income Tax introduced in the Punjab and NWFP, and the 
Estate Duty, also made l andlords conscious of the advantages 
of dividing up the ir estates among their heirs . Many did so 
wi th i mpunity. B ut there seems to be no good reason why 
those who gifted away the ir l and in  order to avoid paying 
taxes or to save themselves from future land reforms should 
now be allowed to cash in on their anti -social c ircu mspection, 
while those l andlords who were honest and refrained from 
such improper act ion wi l l  suffer by comparison. Why should 
a premium be p laced on trickery? Why should honesty be 
penal ised? It appears reasonable and just that a l l  transfers 
made s ince August 1 94 7 should be taken into consideration 
when computing the share of h i s  land that a l andlord and h i s  
fami ly  can now retain . And i t  would not be difficul t  to  check 
on such transfers ,  because the inves ti gat ion would  be 
necessary only in the case of persons who own a great deal 
more than 500 acres of l and and who have made big transfers 
to their heirs . 

S imilarly ,  i t  seems strange that no provision has been 
m ade with regard to khud kasht l ands, except in so far as it i s  
l a id  down that tenants wi l l  not  be  ejected on the p lea  of  the 
l and being required for khud kasht. Thi s  provi sion is in itself 
unexceptionable .  B ut it needs to be remembered that, at least 
in the Punjab, as a resu l t  of  the so-cal led land reforms 
introduced by the Daultana Ministry, the question is important 
and has to be dealt with. A lthough the relevant l aw was 
never ful ly  implemented, a large number of landlords, through 
fair means or foul ,  have had their l ands vacated and, in theory, 
brought under khud kasht. Khud kasht l ands have become 
highly coveted property whose income and value are greater 
than those of l ands under cultivation by tenants. Here, again, 
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l andlords who have acted unscrupulous ly  w i l l  be at an 
advantage over those who respected the law and the rights of 
their tenants .  I t  i s  c learly necessary that thi s  questi on should 
also be examined by the Commission. i n  order to ensure that 
all l andlords are treated on a uniform bas i s ,  making equal 
sacrifices and getting equal priv i leges .  I t  would, perhaps, be 
best if a l imi t .  say fifty acres .  were fixed as the maximum 
al lowed for khud kasht. 

And. lastly, the Commission ' s  attent ion is invi ted to the 
fact that the l and reform law cannot l ogica ll y  be made 
appl icable to lands that l i e  within a municipal or corporation 
area. For example .  there w i l l  hardly be a town in  which 
somebody owns land in  excess of fifty acres:  and i n  towns 
where hous ing schemes are gradual ly eating up the t i l led 
area, l and must  be sold in small plots or not at a l l .  Seemingly 
t h i s  aspect of the m at ter  has been over looked by the 
Commission.  We hope that necessary emendations to deal 
wi th these and certain other i ssues w i l l  be incorporated in  the 
Martial Law Regulation that w i l l  be i ssued to i mp lement the 
land reform scheme evolved by the Government. 

II.  THE GUILTY MEN 

1 3  April 1 952 

The Guilty Men 

The l iving conditions of that section of our people who suffer 
the most from a state of economic instabil i ty .  and benefi t the 
least during periods of comparative prosperity. seldom receive 
the publ ic  attention they undoubtedly deserve. A lthough such 
persons constitute a cons iderable part of our population, their 
needs and longings. their fee l ings and desires .  are rarely given 
any cons ideration.  and their sorry state is noticed by those 
more fortunate ly  p laced in l i fe only when a l arge-scale 
v i s itation of flood. famine or epidemic adds to the normal 
m isery of the ir  l ives. For instance. it does not seem to have 
been ful ly  reali sed that the prevail ing food cris i s  in the Punjab 
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has had a calam i tous effect on the poorest  c l ass of our 
ci t izens-in both rural and urban areas. Government ' s  belated 
and inadequate efforts to deal with the spirall ing food prices 
have not gone very far towards i mproving  the overal l 
s i tuation . except for the fact that in  a few towns the food 
position would have become much worse i f  no action at al l  
had been taken. Faced already with the grave d ifficul t ies 
created by widespread unemployment and a low wage-level ,  
the b lack-market prices at which foodgrains were avai lable 
during the last few months have served to infl ic t  varying 
degrees of starvation on many lakhs of our people, and have 
brought some to the end of their tether. 

In recent weeks a number of cases of suicide have been 
reported and, since news of such tragedies usua l ly  reaches 
the Press only when they occur in the b igger towns. it i s  
l i ke ly  that many more have been d riven by t h e  harsh 
circumstances of l i fe to end their pit iable existence. But the 
most harrowing tale of human despair comes from a v i l l age 
in Murree tehsil. It is  reported that a v i l l ager named Abdul lah ,  
obviously demented by hunger, arranged to sel l  h i s  chi ld for 
a sum of forty rupees-presumably so that the rest of the 
fami ly could buy food for a few days .  In th is  case. the 
unnatural sale of a chi ld by h i s  own father was thwarted by 
the other v i l l agers , who rai sed a subscription to restore the 
chi ld to the unfortunate parent; but such seemingly insane 
deeds are not always prevented by kind neighbours, and many 
otherwi se perfectly normal persons are finding themselves 
driven to inhuman acts either against themselves or against  
those whom they love and cheri sh. 

When anybody i s  p laced in  such difficul t  c i rcumstances ,  
when he finds that h i s  bes t  efforts cannot procure the  means 
of sustenance for h imse l f  and h i s  fam i l y ,  i t  is useless,  nay 

callous, to point out to him that his  mad action offends against 
the law; nor can he be expected to appreciate any reproach 
from the standpoint of moral i ty .  Abdul lah and others l ike 
him cannot be unaware of the fact that they are committing a 
grave crime-one which must rend the ir own hearts and sear 
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their very souls .  B ut are they really the gui l ty party?  He who 
would hast i ly  condemn such vict ims of our present society, 
let  him search his own mind and tell h imself truthfu l ly  what 
path he would tread i n  s imi lar c ircumstances .  S urely ,  the 
gu i l t  l i e s  wi th  those who are respon s ib l e  for creat ing  
conditions where a fond father can be made to think in  terms 
of temporari ly sati sfying h is  hunger by offering h i s  own 
offspring as a saleable commodity. The gui l ty men are those 
whose J ust for profit i s  un inhibited by any regard for the 
thousands they condemn to s low death by their hoarding and 
profi teer in g .  The g u i l ty men are those who serve as 
accompl ices of these merchants of death for the sake of a 
share in their i l legal gains .  The gui l ty men are those whose 
sense of duty is overcome by selfi shness or cal l ousness, and 
those who cl ing to positions of authority but l ack e i ther the 
abi l ity or the w i l l  to safeguard public i nterest .  Let these gui lty 
men tremble: for the day of reckoning must come. when their 
fine vestments of i l l -gotten wealth or authority w i l l  be taken 
off and they w i l l  be arraigned by the people of Pak i stan and 
made to answer for their crimes .  

4 July 1 952 

Discovery of Dandot 

The General Secretary of the Punjab �usl im League, after a 
brief v is i t  to Dandot. in Jhelum district . has expressed h i s  
surpri se a t  the  fact that a ful l  working day of hard manual 
J abour in  the local cement factory brings the workers no more 
than the m i serable wage of ten or twelve annas. whi le  those 

who work in the neighbouring coalmines under the most 
primit ive conditions receive an average dai ly wage of one 
rupee e ight annas. The surprised Mus l im League leader 
admits that such low wages cannot guarantee the workers 
two square meals a day . and that they receive no other 
amenit ies .  and even compensation for i njury or death i s  rarely 
paid to the worker or h i s  dependants .  With his  awareness and 
conscience thus aroused by first-hand experience, one might  
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have expected the gent leman ,  who is also a member of the 
Pakistan Parli ament, to p ledge h imself to a campaign in  
defence of  the  workers ' rights .  Only the  other day, on  h i s  
return from an ILO conference a t  Geneva, Paki stan ' s  Labour 
Min is ter proudly revealed that h i s  Government had ratified 
twenty-one progressive ILO Conventions, which is more than 
any other Asian or African country has done. Syed Khal i l -ur
Rehman could easily  devote some of h i s  t ime to persuading 
the M in ister and the Government to real ise that ratification 
of such Conventions is somewhat meaningless unless it is 
accompanied by their implementation. The Mus l im League 
leader could also use h i s  influence in the Punjab and at the 
Centre to divest the administration of its bias against trade 
union act ivi ty,  and to urge upon them the desirab i l i ty of 
releasing al l detained trade union leaders . 

If any of these or s imi lar courses of action, l i kely to 
benefit the workers , has suggested itself to Syed Khal i l -ur
Rehman, he makes no mention of i t  in  h i s  Press statement. 
Instead, he arrives at a conclusion that wil l  cause as much 
surprise to those who read about it as i ts author fel t  when he 
d iscovered at Dandot that the working class in  Paki stan l ives 
on the verge of s tarvat ion and l abours under inhuman 
condit ions.  The Musl im League dignitary concludes that ' wi th 
such l abour condi tions, rapid  industrial isation i s  out of t ime 
and tune ' .  He further reveals that 'we have no gold or s i lver 
mines ' ,  and he decl ares that the ' robust, honest ,  hard-working 
people  working in the fields, offices, or in the m ines,  are our 
only capital , and we must  preserve them and enhance their 
morale ' .  Unless the gentleman has been grossly m isreported, 
h i s  statement is not l ikely to add to h i s  pol i tical s tature. Can 
he or h i s  party offer no pract ical solut ion for remedying the 
grave d i sab i l i ties  under which our semi-starved workers l ive? 

How exactly are we to ' preserve'  our hard-working people 
and enhance their morale? And how long are we to wait 
before i t  w i l l  be the correct ' time and tune ' to start talking 
about rapid  industr ial isat ion? Whi le  i t  i s  grati fying that the 
General Secretary of the Punjab Musl im League has bothered 
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to interest h imself in the wretched conditions of the country ' s  
poorest workers . i t  seems he was too overcome with surprise 
to be able to deal with the connected economic and social 
problems with any semblance of c larity and logic. One would 
l ike to hope that he and his colleagues w i l l  ponder over the 
i ssues i nvolved and .  real i s i ng that fine words butter no 
parsnips.  evolve a posi t ive. common-sense attitude towards 
the problem of i mproving the l iv ing standards of our working 
c lass.  

22 July 1 953 

Pakistan 's Crisis 

A l though in Paki stan, as 111 every other country with a 
backward and unplanned economy. cases of u nbearable 
human suffering-which condemns its helpless v ict ims to 
the torture of s low starvation or provokes them to break the 
bonds of normal human behaviour-haw not been altogether 
unknown, during the last two years the number of such cases 
reported from our towns and v i l l ages has increased . and their 
character seems to have become more ghast ly .  Yesterday ' s  
local newspapers carried reports of  two soul -searing incidents 
which cannot be ignored even by the most callous of human 
beings. and whose frequency must not be a l lowed to du l l  the 
edge of publ ic react ion to what are the ugly symptoms of 
grave socio-economic maladies. The first report re lates the 
tragic story of a jobless young man who. having fai led in  h i s  
quest for employment. sa t  down to rest in  the  garden outs ide 
S hahalami Gate and suddenly col lapsed. He was brought to 
the Mayo Hospital where he died within twenty-four hours. 
H i s  d i sease  was reported l y  d i agnosed  as  p ro l o n ged 
malnutrition : in other words. he  died of  starvation. The second 
report. even more harrowing. describes how an unemployed 
worker in Jhelum ·s Machine Mohal l a was driven to sel l  h is  
only son for the pal try sum of twenty-two rupees in order to 
pay off a loan incurred to keep h imself and his fami l y  al ive .  
If  we remember the not infrequent Press reports of suic ides 
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or other inhuman crimes, committed by men and women 
made desperate by h unger, and a lso that on ly  a smal l  
percentage of such cases i s  reported, a grim picture emerges 
of what the present state of Pakistan ' s  economic affairs means 
for a l arge section of our people. 

No further words are needed to underline the urgent need 
for remedial act ion,  for no right-think ing person who is 
acquainted with the facts can fai l  to  agree that the present 
posit ion can no l onger be tolerated, and that the Government 
must devote their wholehearted attent ion to the question of 
saving our people from the effects of the present cris is .  I t  
w i l l  b e  recalled that for many long months, despite warnings 
from various quarters, the steady deterioration in  the country 's  
economic posit ion was ignored by those in power. And when 
finally  the existence of the crisis could no l onger be denied, 
the greater part  of A uthori t y ' s  energy was devoted to 
d i sown ing  respon s i b i l i ty for wha t  was happeni n g .  
Government ' s  fai lure to  counter i n  good time the i l l -effects 
of a one-s ided recession in the Western world market was 
made more dismal by their inabi l i ty to take the required act ion 
even at a l ater date, by their chronic dependence on foreign 
help, and by the general inefficiency and inter-departmental 
squabbl ing which created a virtual h iatus in pol icy-making, 
and frus trated the i m p lementat ion of what ha l f-hearted 
policies were written out on paper. If things are to improve, 
the bi t ter lessons of the recent past must goad our rulers in to 
dev ising a c lear-cut economic p lan to tackle at least  the basic 
economic questions fac ing the country-as, for instance, the 
agrarian problem, whose solution needs no foreign aid of any 
description . In  fact ,  the main requirements of today ' s  s i tuation 
are plain common sense and the wi l l  to  achieve the desi red 
goal even i f  i t  cal l s  for certain sacrifices from those who can 
wel l  afford to make them. We hope the new Government at 
the Centre w i l l  prove capable of fol lowing this straight path, 
for the alternat ive i s  that the country ' s  economic cris is  w i l l  
continue to worsen, w i th  our people s ink ing deeper into the 
m ire of physical m isery and moral degradation. It should also 
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be rea l i sed by the leaders of the party in power that they 
possess no perpe tual right to m i sru l e  the country .  and that 
t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  fa i l u re to safe g u ard the peop l e " s  m o s t  
e le mentary rights i .s certai n to hasten t h e  stage when the 
demand for the i r  rernoval from the seat of pO\\·er w i l l  become 
i rre s i st ib le .  

29 .J anuar� 1957 

Conspiracy of Silence 

M i s s Fat i m a  J i nnah has. most aptly. drawn the country " s  
attent ion t o  the c urrent food cri s i s  and i t s  basi c  causes.  and 
has underl i ned the fac t  that fai l u re to apply the req u i red 
remedies can only l ead to further economic chaos and di stress .  
Poi nt ing out that  the mere rai s i n g  of food prices prm i ded no 
solution at a l l .  and that the benefit from the rise in prices 
would only add to the profi ts of the b ig  landlords. the m iddle
men. and the black-marketeers. she stressed the obvious fact 
that a reorgan i sation of the agri c u l tural system. providing 
proper i ncenti w s  to the cu l t ivator. was the only answer to 
the problem of food shortages .  She concl uded. r ight ly ,  that 
· sound agr i cu lt ural conso l i dation can only rest on an equi table 
agrarian system w h i c h  e l i m i nates parasitism and exploitati on · .  
and that "Paki stan · s  i ndustrial  progre ss can only be b u i l t  up 
on strong agricultural foundations " .  M iss Fat ima J i n nah has 
a lso poi n ted out that ewry major reform. soci a l  or economic.  
must neces sari l y  i m pi nge upon some vested i nterests.  and 
that · when the i nterests of m i l l i on s  of common men are 
suffering because of the vested interests of a few,  it i s  the 

former t hat must get precedence · .  
These are self-ev i dent tru t h s :  hut i n  the c ircu mstances 

prevai l i ng in this country . they need to he repeated. aga i n  
a n d  again .  u n t i l  t h e v  c a n  b e  made to i n fl uence offi c i al 
pol i c i e s .  
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20 February 1 957 

Economic Policies 

The country-wide debate on the national Budget has helped 
to focus attention on a number of important factors governing 
Paki stan ' s  economic l i fe. Among other things,  the lesson has 
been driven home that in certain respects Pakistan is l iv ing 
beyond its means ,  that it has accepted a dangerous measure 
of dependence on foreign aid, and that the most important 
sector of its economy, namely,  agriculture, is also the most 
neglected. I t  is generall y  agreed that henceforth a l arger share 
of the resources ava ilable to the Government should be 
devoted to the renovation and development of agriculture. 
Whil e  there can be no disagreement whatsoever with the 
demand for i ncreased agricu ltural production, i t  is impossible 
to accept the novel thes i s  that greater attention can be given 
to agricul ture only at the expense of our nascent industries. 
The talk one hears of ' a  sh ift from industry to agriculture ' is 
totall y  meaningless .  Nor i s  i t  enough to suggest that existing 
i ndustr ies  shou ld  not be abandoned,  or that i ndustr ies  
depending on l ocal  raw materia ls  should continue to be 
encouraged. This ,  of course, must be done.  B ut i t  i s  equally  
neces sary that  Pak i s t an ' s  p lans  for  further i ndus t r ia l  
development should  not  be  shelved. If  financial stringency or 
other d ifficu lt ies make it unavoidable ,  our new projects can 
be spread over a s l ightly l onger period. But the theory that 
Pakistan ' s  hope of prosperity l ies in giving up its plans for 
industria l i sation i s  palpably wrong; i t  must be res is ted and 
exposed. 

Many of the Pakistan Government ' s  foreign advi sers are, 
of course, of the opinion that Paki stan shoul d  steer c lear of 
large-scale i ndus triali s at ion and concentrate on agriculture 
and subsidiary or m inor i ndustries .  Pak i stan can accept this 
opinion only at the r isk of mortgaging i ts  future. I t  i s  true 
that the country has paid a heavy price for the modest measure 
of industriali sation that has been ach ieved, but i t  should be 
obvious that if Government planning had been more efficient, 
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and if a serious effort had been made to control arbitrary 
prices and high profits ,  there is no reason why such a heavy 
burden should have been imposed on the consumers. One 
result of the resultant chaos has been that, psychologically ,  
some of our people have become receptive to the fal l acious 
argument  t ha t  P a k i s tan ' s  rede m p t i o n  l ie s  w h o l l y  i n  
agricult ure . The country ' s  economists and those interested i n  
i ts  future welfare shoul d  take due notice of this dangerous  
drift in economic thinking. and d isprove before our people  
the false doctrines that are being propagated on the subject of  
industria l isation. 

Another subject of national importance which has recently 
been enshrouded in  confus ion i s  that of l and reforms.  I t  is  
now accepted by every inte l l igent student of Pakis tan ' s  cr is is  
that radical  reform of the l and system i s  a prerequis i te to the 
desired i mprovement in  agricultural production. B ut certain 
advocates of l and reforms have thought of a strange new 
condi tion which. they say. should be ful fi l led before the 
feudal priv ileges of the l andlords are restricted. In a recent 
speech, Mr Daultana declared that radical l and reforms must  
be  accompanied by s imil ar reforms i n  the industrial fie ld .  For 
example, if i t  was considered necessary to in troduce smal l  
proprietorship i n  agriculture, the same principle must apply  
to  industry, and i f  the profits of  the l andlords were to  be  
reduced, a s imi lar policy shoul d  be  appl ied to the owners of 
industry . The M us l i m  League leader ' s  possible po l i ti c al 
mot ives  for put t ing forward t h i s  l ine of argument  are 
reasonably p lain .  And one can safely assume that the Finance 
M i n i ster considered it appropriate to endorse Mr Daultan a' s  

views for more o r  less s im ilar reasons. W e  refuse t o  bel ieve, 
however. that Mr Daultana-or even Mr Amjad A li-fai l s  to 
u n derstand the d i fference in  the posit ion of the feudal  
l andlords and industrial magnates :  that whereas the average 
l andlord makes no investment in the land he owns ,  the 
industrial is ts  make a direct investment, and the existence of 
the i ndustry depends on their  contribution: that  whereas the 
in troduct ion of peasant-proprietorship wou ld  help to boost 
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agricultural production and pave the way for co-operative 
farming, s imi lar action in respect of industry, namely, i ts  
break-up into smal l uni ts, would reduce its output. Further, 
while we are whol ly  in favour of strict control of industrial 
profits and the expansion of the public sector in i ndustry, 
w i th industr ia l i sat ion i n  i t s  pre sent  stage ,  it i s  ut terl y  
ridiculous t o  talk of social isation o f  private industries .  To 
equate industry with agriculture in the matter of ownership 
and control i s  i l logical , and the only result i t  can-and is 
probably meant to-have is to hold up agrarian reforms. We 
earnes t ly  hope that the fu l l  imp l icat ions  of  the thes i s  
adumbrated b y  Mr  Daultana, probably with h i s  tongue i n  h i s  
cheek, and endorsed so g libly by  the F inance Min ister, w i l l  
be  viewed as  representing a grave danger to the country ' s  
progress, and that the proposal i t  contains wi l l  b e  rejected as 
being wholly  unrealis t ic  and unreasonable .  

22 June 1 958 

Lyallpur Killing 

The early morn ing  c al m  of  Lya l lpur  [Fai sa lab ad ]  was 
shattered on Friday, 20  June 1 958 ,  by a vol ley of cruel rifle 
fire, and in fifteen dreadful minutes the area of a l ocal strike
bound mi l l  was bespattered with the b lood of its workers. At 
least six workers were k i l led and twenty-one more seriously 
i nj ured, two of whom are stated to be hovering between l i fe 
and death. Thi s  gory displ ay of force took p lace when a 
crowd of striking workers sought to enter the mi l l ,  fol lowing 
the arrest of the President of their hasti ly-formed union, and 
were prevented from doing so by a posse of the local police. 
According to avail able information, the police officer did not 
ask the workers to disperse before resorting to force; he did 
not order a lathi-charge, nor was tear-gas used, and he gave 
no warning to the workers that the police were going to shoot 
at them. In explanation of this gruesome event ,  i t  is said that 
the workers threw brickbats at the police, and that a revolver 
belonging to the ASI on duty was taken away from him by 
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force .  Some of th i s  may be true,  but  the s tory i s  too 
stereotyped to gain credence without the support of substan tial 
evidence. And if ,  as i t  i s  al leged, the attitude of the workers 
had throughout been threatening, and an outbreak of v iolence 
was apprehended by the authorit ies. why was no prevent ive 
acti on taken. and why was no senior offic ial present when 
the President of the workers · union was arrested? Further. in 
v iew of the heavy casualt ies .  the claim that only th irty rounds 
were fir e d .  apart from i l lu s t rat i ng  the po l i c eme n ' s  
extraordinary marksmanship. tends to show that the purpose 
of the firing was not so much to di sperse the workers as to 
h i t  them. At the same t ime. the injuries to the pol icemen are 
reported to be extremely  s l ight .  Al l  these are significant facts ,  
and wi l l  no doubt be thoroughly investigated by the officer 
deputed to hold a j udic ial inquiry into the Lyallpur k i l l ing .  

Wi th  regard to the background of the tragedy. i t  is  
reported by independent observes that the strike did not 
start-or, at least .  i t  was not conducted-as a straightforward 
c lash between the workers and the management of the m i l l .  
The chief role was p layed. rather incongruously ,  b y  the 
factory ' s  Security Officer. Later, the Jamaat- i-Is lami ,  which 
was providing the strikers with pol i t ical leadership. i s  said to 
have avoided a settlement by spurning the mediation offers 
of an all-part ies '  committee, allegedly with a view to making 
poli t ical capi tal out of the strike. I t  i s  also said that the 
Pres ident of the Union had gathered round him a band of 
desperadoes who had pledged themselves to fight for h i m  
against arrest o r  harassment. A l l  th is  may wel l  b e  true. I t  i s  
a l so  possible.  as  has  been reported. that the atti tude of  the 
m i l l  management was quite reasonable.  

Nevertheless. the fact remains that these factors do not 
provide the s l ightest j ustification for the k i l l ing at the mil l  
gate, and i t  i s  on thi s episode that we wish to focus attent ion .  
Far too many of our policemen seem to have far too I i t t le 
respect for the l i ves of our poorer ci t izens. be they mi l l 
workers or  tenants or  mere nobodies .  Far too often these 
gun-wielding custodians of the law fail to act impart ia l ly 
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between two sections of our c itizens ,  part icularly when they 
are cal led upon to protect the priv i leges of the rich and 
i nfl uent ial . It i s  absol ute ly essent ia l ,  therefore, that th i s  
incident should be thoroughly and impart ia l ly probed, so that , 
on the basis of the inquiry officer ' s  findings, the pol ice can 
take effect ive steps to  ins t i l  among i ts  junior officers and 
men a better understanding of the fact that in Paki stan, as i n  
every democratic  S tate, the l ives of  the poor are as precious 
as those of the more fortunate ci t izens-and certain ly a great 
deal more precious than any businessman ' s  profi ts .  

The West Pakistan Chief Minister has done wel l  to rush 
to Lyall pur to survey the s ituation for himself, and to order a 
prompt inquiry into the grim affair. It i s  also grati fying that 
he has persuaded the management to  grant i mmediate 
compensat ion to the fami l ies of those k i l led and to the injured 
workers.  However, thi s  wi l l  be looked upon as mere blood
money unless these gestures are fol l owed by an impartia l  
inquiry and, once the facts  are ful ly  estab l i shed, condign 
punishment for everyone found gui lty . Nothing less than this 
can satisfy e ither the workers of Lyal lpur or the people of 
Pak i stan. Whi l e  the Provinc ia l  Government ' s  move has 
deservedly been welcomed, the Prime Minister ' s  statement 
on the subject wi l l  be received with consternation . Mr Firoz 
Khan Noon, if he has been correct ly  reported, seems to have 
taken no interest in the reported loss of l i fe; he is concerned 
only about ensuring that ' i ndustrial  units ,  set up at great cost 
to the country, are not subverted or disturbed by undue strife ' ,  
and has asked the West Pakistan Government t o  take ' firm 
measures ·  to protect and preserve this ' powerful nat ional 
asset ' .  Few w i l l  contest the wisdom of al l  that he has said, 
but i t  seems necessary to remind the Prime M i ni ster that 
human l i fe ,  even on the low level of an industrial worker ' s  

existence, a l so  deserves to be  preserved and protected; that 
when, on the one hand, a number of l ives have been lost and, 
on the other, a factory has merely been c losed for a few days ,  
one would expect Mr Noon to offer a word of condolence to 
the wives suddenly  widowed or the chi ldren orphaned; and 
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that firm measures must  be taken . in the first p lace,  to 
guarantee the peop le ' s  l ives  and l iberties. Pakistan 's  industries 
are important to the country. but not more important than the 
l ives of its people .  Already. because of the factory-owners ' 
inflated profit s  and. in  some cases. b lack-market act iv i t ies ,  
the people have paid in  sweat and bitter tears to bui ld up  and 
sustain these industries ;  they cannot be asked to pay a sti l l  
heavier price. Pak istan ' s  industries must surely b e  made into 
monuments to national progress and prosperity; they cannot 
be treated as sacrific ial altars presided over by high priests 
whose r ights  are sacred and ho ly .  Let t h i s  be c l ear ly  
understood by those in office. and le t  their policies be  guided 
by these simple truths. for otherwise they w i l l  neither be 
enti tled to, nor w i l l  they obtain, the support of the people.  
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18 October 1947 

Black Market in Cigarettes 

In the last few days many articles of dai ly  use have exhibited 
a m ysterious shyness towards present ing themselves for 
public sale at reasonabl e  prices. The l i s t  of commodities 
which are thus denied to the public a t  normal prices i s  
lengthy: but for the moment we w i l l  leave the unwashed 
c i tizens to complain of the steep r ise in the price of the soap, 
the unshaven to lament the lack of razor blades ;  we w i l l  
ignore the housewife standing before an  unl i t  fire with an 
empty matchbox in her hand or the poor student trying to 
write with a penci l  one inch in  l ength . Our cry today is on 
behalf of that l arge mass of Lahore ' s  loyal and l aw-abiding 
ci t izens who are devoted to Dame Nicotine. They have found, 
i n  the las t  week or so ,  tobacco goods dw ind l ing  and 
disappearing from most of the respectable shops .  Cigarettes 
not avai lable at l icensed shops have been sold in shops which 
have never before sold any tobacco, or are hawked by street
urchins at abnormal ly high prices .  A packet which costs 8 
annas in the morn ing has doubled its price by the end of the 
day . Th i s  b l ack-market ing is not be ing done under the 
counter. It is open and publ i c .  The sorely tried c it izens would 
l ike to know why al l  this is  al lowed to happen when there are 
various l aws to prevent i t .  The Tobacco Vend Fees Act should 

prevent un l icensed shops and hawkers from se l l i ng any 
c igarettes at a l l ,  leave alone cornering al l  the supp l ies  as they 
seem to have done. The Price Control Act should prevent the 
exorbitant prices being charged. The crime we have pointed 
out may seem tr iv i al to  non-smokers, but it i s  a crime 
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nevertheless. The wholesale dealer who supplies h i s  goods to 
unauthorised persons for a cons ideration is a criminal, the 
unlicensed shops and hawkers who sel l  these tobacco goods 
without a l icense and at swollen prices are doubly criminals ;  
and the excise and pol ice Inspectors whose job i t  i s  to prevent 
breaches of the law, by not doing so, are criminals at l arge. 
A l l  these agencies are aiding or abetting various offences to 
defraud the State of its revenue and deprive a large number 
of c it izens of an honest ,  peaceful smoke. The custodians of 
law, we hope. wi l l  act and save the jagged nerves of many 
Lahore cit izens from further deterioration. 

7 February 1 948 

Down the drain 

The speech by the new Mayor of Lahore to a special meeting 
of the Counci l lors and the Corporat ion officials reads l ike a 
drain-inspector 's  report and the Mayor deserves publ ic thanks 
from the citizens of Lahore for putting their case against the 
Corporation so effectively. The facts. however. are not new 
and were publ ic ly known, at the cost of the health and welfare 
of Lahore · s cit izens .  The importance and the orig inal aspect 
of the speech is that it does not come from the President of 
the Rate-Payers ' Associat ion wi th a c lamour for reduced 
taxes, but from the Mayor himself, and that also not before 
but after his  e lection. The Mayor dealt with the state of affairs 
of the Corporation department by department. According to 
h i m  the whole  set-up i s  pervaded wi th indolence and 
corrupti on.  nepoti sm and j obbery . The Education Department  

was he ld  gu il ty of everything except the proper education of 
those in  its charge. the Accounts Department did not keep 
proper accounts .  the Town Planning Department did not p lan 
any part of the town and instead al lowed unplanned structures 
to be bui l t  by unauthorised persons. The PWD neglected its 
work and the C i rc u l ar Gardens  \Vere be ing  gradua l l y  
' degardened · .  The E l ectri c i t y  Department .  t h e  Mayor 
complained. did not  provide electricity where needed, and 
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when it did so. refused to col lect payments for its supply of 
e lectric current .  To the general charges against the Health 
Department he added an addit ional one of snobbery, in  that 
not only were medic ines misappropriated and bribes taken, 
but the doctors paid out of publ ic  funds refused to v is i t  the 
houses of the poor. The M i ni stry. he said, did not co-operate 
or consult the Corporation, and the Counc i l lors themselves 
more often than not reduced their meetings to the level of a 
fish-market, through an over-enthusiast ic devot i on to party 
b ickerings and controversi e s .  In short. he lamented that 
everything was wrong and nothing was right .  There are few 
who wi l l  fundamental l y  disagree wi th the analys is  presented 
by the First Citizen of Lahore. for there is today suffic ient 
v isual and olfactory evidence to just ify Lahore ' s  reputation 
of being the worst-administered ci ty in Pakistan, and what is 
so obvious in the context  of sani tation appl ies equall y  to the 
other rea lms of the Corporat ion ' s  ac t iv i t i e s .  There i s ,  
however, one aspect o f  the duties which g o  with l ocal self
government that the Mayor did not point out. The c i ty of 
Lahore and other ci t ies and towns in the Province and country 
have  for a number  of years  had M un i c ip a l i t ie s  and 
Corporations and,  whatever the  degree of  their fail ings in the 
matter of social or san itary services, they have al l  fai led 
equal ly in their most important duty-the deve lopment of a 
c iv ic sense among the people .  In the past th is  fai l i ng may 
have been and was rightly attributed to the fact that local 
s e l f-government  was such  o n l y  in name ,  and the  
M unicipal it ies and Town Committees were dominated and 
control led by the foreign bureaucrats ,  leaving l i tt l e  room for 
local leadership or ini t iative. This, however, no longer applies. 
We would ,  therefore , urge upon the Corporat ions and 
Municipal it ies of the country the importance of thi s  aspect of 
their existence. It is this function which, in  foreign countries ,  
makes the Mayor of the capital c i ty second in  i mportance 
only to the country ' s  Prime M inis ter. Whi le  we wish  the new 
Mayor all success in the future, and we trust that soon our 
drains  wi l l  be c lean, our schools  impart an healthy education, 
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and our gardens bear frui t  and flower. we also hope that the 
M ayor and the Counci ll ors w i l l  undertake the even more 
important task of developing, by example and precept. a civic 
sense of duty and responsibi l i ty among the people. 

20 August 1 948 

Lahore Telephones 

The Lahore Telephone Exchange. l i ke s imi lar systems the 
world over. i s  intended to enable subscribers to converse 
with each other by use of their telephones. Lahore has an 
automatic exchange. The supposit ion on which the system 
works i s  that when a subscriber dials a required number, he 
will contact the other telephone. unless i t  happens  to be 
previously engaged. Telephone numbers are given in a book 
called the Telephone Directory . and further enquiries can be 
made from number 9 .  Complaints of any nature are registered 
at number 8. presumably to be dealt with and the causes 
remedied. For al 1 these services and other fac i l i t ies ,  every 
telephone subscriber pays the Te lephone Department about 
Rs.  20 per month.  in  addi tion to other charges .  As far as we 
know. Lahore subscr ibers have been paying the i r  dues 
di l igently and regularly . But a l l  the things which are supposed 
to happen in return for this  payment have not fol lowed. For 
some unknown reason, the service they are enti t led to has 
been deteriorating with a cons i stency worthy of a more 
pos i t ive cause.  Some d i s locat ion was expected after 1 5  
August 1 947,  with i t s  accompaniment of loot, murder and 
arson : and the publ i c  has been exceedingly patient , hoping 
that a return to better days was round the corner, as was 
repeatedly promi sed by the officia ls  concerned. I t  is now 
over twelve months since the Pakistan Post and Telegraph 
Department took over charge of the Lahore Exchange; but i t  
has fai led t o  restore even a semblance of effic iency and order, 
while certain aspects of i t s  \vork are below even the level of 

three or s ix  months ago . In a whole year it has not been abl e  
to produce a Telephone Directory . which normally consists 
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of about a hundred pages only .  The volume now in the hands 
of subscribers was publ i shed in the days of yore, when Khizar 
and Glancy ruled this l and. It may be of some i nterest to 
re�earch students of modem h istory, but i s  of as much use to 
the present telephone subscribers as a book of Greek verse. 
Fail i ng this first prerequ isite, the Telephone Enqu iries Branch 
ex ists to sati sfy subscribers. For some unknown reason the 
gentlemen in charge here are e i ther incapable of, or just not 
i nterested in, the dul l  business of giving right answers to 
queries. The supp l icant may be given a number, but seldom 
the one he wants; and i f  he is too persistent. he i s  invariably 
told that the required person has no telephone. He may be 
regaled with a chat on current pol i t ics or the latest song hits ,  
but only  extreme good luck wi l l  el icit the right answer, and 
in any case it takes the operator anything from ten to twenty 
minutes to accompl i sh th i s  s imple task . Armed wi th the 
requi red number, the subscriber dials it on the i nstrument 
before h im.  Hereafter anything may happen. He may be 
forced to jo in a conversation of two other subscribers, and 
desp i te h i s  best efforts find  it i mposs ible to d isconnect 
himself; he may, and invariably wi l l ,  get a wrong number; or 
for hours the required telephone wi l l  sound ' engaged ' ,  and 
after an exhausting tussle wi th h i s  telephone and numbers 8 
and 9, be w i l l  probably  find that h i s  own telephone i s  as dead 
as a door-na i l .  I f  a Lahore subscriber asks Telephone 
Enquiries for a number and then gets the connection he wants, 
let him rest assured that he is no ordinary mortal but special ly 
favoured of the gods.  S lackness and ineptitude are s imi lar ly 
responsible for the gross  i nefficiency and inordinate del ays 
i n  other branches of the Tel ephone Department, as ,  for 
instance, in putting telephones in order, shifting or closing 
down connections, etc.  Except perhaps for the trunk-calls 

branch, the Lahore Exchange has come to such a pass that i t  
can n o  longer b e  regarded a public u t i li ty,  but i s  a serious 
public nuisance. We appeal to the powers that be-linesmen, 
operators, engineers, officia ls  and Minis ters-to do al l  that i s  
necessary to banish the present chaos .  
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27 April  1 949 

Women's Role 

M i ss Fatima Jinnah ' s  t\vo speeches on Monday should help 
Lahore ' s  women to see · social work ' in its proper perspective. 
These wel l - i n tent ioned ladies.  \\ ho meet in  expcnsively
decorated drawing  rooms to discuss small  matters over 
sandwiches and tea. or. arrayed in the ir  best .  gather in  publ ic 
p laces to honour dist ingui shed lady Y i s i tors. ha\e been told 
by Miss  J innah to " develop a new outlook and a new zeal to 
meet the ex igencies of the t ime · .  She appealed to them ' not  
to do socia l  work to m ake a name · .  and " to heal  the wounds 
of the affl ic ted. the poor and the dest i tute · .  Earl ier in the day. 
M i ss J innah drew attent ion to the tragedy that there are 
' thousands of women roaming about aim less ly in the streets 
in tattered rags. wi th their half-starved chi ldren in their l aps;  
but nobody seems to make note of them · .  The language that 
M i ss J innah speaks contains no trace of the art i fic ial i ty that 
seeps into a speech when the audience i s  regarded as a mob 
of potential voters and not as a gathering of fel low c itizens 
and fel low workers in  a common cause. If the affect ion and 
respect shown to Mi s s  Jinnah during her present v i s i t  to 
Lahore has any real meaning. it should rouse our men. and 
part icu larly our women. leaders to talk a l i t t le less and work 
a l i tt le more . One has heard a lot about various women ' s  
bodies. assoc iations and organ isations that have been o r  are 
in  the process of being formed, but one hears much less of 
what concrete results these bodies have achieved to improve 
the lot of their sex or the plans that they have i n  mind towards 
that end . One is ineYitably forced to the conclus ion that the 
leadership of our women. l i ke the leadersh ip of our men, also 
needs e i ther drast ic  change or a dras t i c  readjustment of 
outlook to su i t  the requirement of our t imes.  
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On the Road 

The report of a recen t  i ncrease in  the number of traffic 
accidents in Lahore should not cause any great surprise; given 
the present condit ions, it i s  real ly a wonder that m ore arms,  
legs or heads are not broken every day on the streets of this  
i ll-administered ci ty .  The roads of West Punjab ' s  capital have 
for a long time been in a rotten state of d isrepair; even the 
best of them cannot boast of being adequately l i t ,  whi le s ide
pavements exist only i n  certain parts and, except on  the Mal l ,  
are i nvariably used for purposes other than the one for which 
they were originally i ntended. The traffic constables are by 
no means reputed for di l igence or efficiency, and have often 
been known to del iberately create difficult ies for drivers of 
tongas and cars, either out of sheer officiousness or i n  order 
to augment their paltry salaries by extort ing hush-money. 

The l ack of proper arrangements to reduce the hazards 
involved in using Lahore ' s  crowded roads might not have 
proved to be so d isastrous if a l arge percentage of our ci t izens 
did not show such utter disregard for traffic by-laws and 
e lementary common sense .  Jay -wa lk ing ,  b ad dri v i ng ,  
speeding and the general tendency to obey the l aw only when 
in obvious danger of being caught, are all as much of a 
menace to the safety of  l i fe and l imb on Lahore ' s  roads as 
the poor standard of traffic control or the rutted, narrow and 
i l l - l i t  roads. 

We welcome the authorit ies ' reported decision to launch a 
campaign to i nculcate road-sense among the people and hope 
that, unl ike many previous official campaigns, this  wi l l  be a 
sustained effort, outlasting the first few days of Press public i ty .  
Further, to be really successfu l ,  i t  should be accompanied by a 
serious attempt to make traffic policemen more efficient and 
honest .  One would also l ike to hope that the Corporation wi l l  
do something about the proper maintenance of roads and 
pavements, and about preventing their misuse as s i tes for 
vendors' wares or as i mprovised tonga-stands. 
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8 l\ovember 1 950 

Proliferation of Adulteration 

For the second time w i thin a week. the Chief Justice of the 
Lahore H igh Court has fel t  compel led to raise his voice 
against the widespread and v i rtual ly unrestricted operations 
of the food racketeers. The sale of adulterated food i n  the 
Punjab i s  by no means a recent phenomenon, but during the 
last few months i t  has become such a common feature of the 
trade in  foodstuffs that i t  i s  rightl y  regarded as a serious 
menace to public health. The local Press has repeatedly drawn 
Government ' s  attention to this deplorable state of affairs, but  
the authorities have remained unmoved. and no tangible effort 
seems to have been made to remedy the s i tuation. Such 
passivity in a matter of immense concern to the peopl e  i s  
absolutely inexcusable ,  part icularly when the ev i l  practice i s  
mot ivated entirely by  the des ire of  unscrupulous invidual s t o  
amass ever bigger profi ts .  and no  extenuating circumstance 
of any sort exis ts .  The commodit ies  usual l y  sold after a 
mixture of baser materia ls  has been added are not in  short 
supply. and the absence of price control al lows a generous 
margin of profit to the traders. Yet so many of the trading 
community are overcome by the lust for quicker returns that 
today i t  i s  almost impossible to obtain the genuine art ic le  in a 
number of essential edible commodit ies .  

The urban population of the Punjab wi l l  fervently hope 
that where other agencies  have fai l ed. the H igh Court ' s  
l audable crusade may succeed i n  forcing the Government to 
d ischarge more worthi l y  one of i ts e lementary duties towards 
the peopl e .  The Chief Just ice has not mere ly focused publ ic 
attention on the enormi ty of the crime and i ts  h igh incidence, 
but he has taken the trouble to probe the structure of the 
ex ist ing preventi ve machinery.  which he finds extremely 
inadequate to dea l  wi th  the present abnormal  s i tuat ion .  The 
directive i s sued recent ly by the Chief Justice to the l ower 
courts, and h i s  l ates t  j udgment enhancing the pena l t ies  
i mposed for breaches of the Food Laws. are bound to cure 
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the regrettable trend among a large number of junior judicial 
officers towards taking a lenient view of such cases.  This ,  
however, as Mr  Justice Mohammad Munir h imself  pointed 
out, is  not enough. He suggests, therefore, that the Punjab 
Pure Food Act should be amended so as to allow deterrent 
fines and imprisonment to be imposed on those who are not 
only gui l ty of defrauding the people ,  but also of undermining 
the nation ' s  health.  Secondly,  the Chief Just ice points out 
that at present only the smaller fry are being apprehended, 
and no serious effort is made to detect and pun i sh the 
wholesale dealers and other big operators who are obviously 
the b igger criminals .  Thi s  cal l s  for a proper overhaul of the 
Food Inspectorate in order to ensure that a criminal ' s  large 
bank balance or influence do not prov ide him protection 
against prosecution by the law. 

While it is urgently necessary that prompt act ion should 
be taken on the l ines suggested by the Chief Justice, it must  
be remembered that Government can do a great deal  more to 
ensu re the ava i lab i l i ty  of pure and wholesome food at 
reasonable rates .  The Central Government is reported to have  
drawn up a scheme to  establ ish a M i lk Depot , w i th the 
purpose of supplying s tandardised m i l k  and a l l ied dairy 
products to Karachi ' s  popul ation. The Punjab Co-operative 
Department could eas i ly  be mob i l ised to organise s imi lar 
dairy estab l i shments .  I t  could a lso be prompted to enter 
certain other selected sections of the food market, if only i n  
order t o  provide the private trader with healthy competi t ion .  
I t  i s  a lso necessary that the export of articles of food should 
be careful ly control led to avoid a rise in  price or a further 
deterioration in their qual i ty .  The despatch of hundreds of 
maunds of cream to India in recent months is a case in  point .  
We hope the Provincial Government wil l  be persuaded to 
exerc ise greater vigi lance in  this regard, and further that, 
apart from t ightening up the administrati on of the Food Act 
and making it more effective, i t  wi l l  rea l i se the i mportance of 
taking positive steps to make pure food available to the people 
of the Punjab. 
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30 January 1953 

Diverse Tongues 

The fact that the Oriental Coll ege at Lahore has suspended 
the teaching of Punjab i .  although examinations are s t i l l  held 
in this l anguage at which a large number of students appear 
every year. brings no credit to those who control the pol ic ies 
of the Punjab Univers i ty .  Further evidence of the criminal 
neglect of what is the most widely-spoken language i n  West 
Pakistan is provided by the equal ly regrettable fact that th is  
h ighly improper action of the Punjab University has caused 
no great stir among the people of the Punjab. B ahawalpur 
and l arge parts of the Frontier. where Punjab i  i s  the mother
tongue of the ind igenous populat ion.  The adoption of Urdu 
as the second State language by the Brit ish sarkar discouraged 
the study of Punjabi : and since the Punjabi-speaking people 
did not find i t  very difficul t  to read and write Urdu, and 
education was anyhow confi ned to a smal l  percentage of the 
people. the process of Urdu being regarded as the only writ ten 
language of this area provoked no widespread protest or 
res istance. In l ater years . the pol i t ical aspects of the Urdu
Hindi controversy l i nked the demand for recognit ion of Urdu 
as the S tate l anguage with what u l t imately became the 
demand of India' s Musl ims for a separate homeland, thus 
giving Urdu an aura of spec ial  sancti ty .  The ex istence of two 
disti nct scripts for writ ing Punjabi was another h indrance to 
i ts growth and development. And after decades of banefu l  
s uppression. many among the upper c lasses. who succumbed 
to the snob-appeal acqu i red by U rdu .  began to treat Punjabi 
as a language to be used only when talking to servants ,  and 
to exhibi t  their own ignorance by dec laim ing that i t  hardly 
had any l i terature worth preserving and did not ,  therefore, 
deserve to be treated as a proper l anguage. 

Whatever the causes of past neglect. we see no good 
reason why Punjabi should today continue to be i l l -treated. 
As a l anguage which is spoken by a large section of our 
people and enshri nes a rich and noble cultural heritage, and 
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whose v igour and express iveness su i t  the geni us of the 
Punjabi-speaking people, i t  deserves to be rescued from i ts 
present unhappy posit ion.  It needs to be understood c learly 
that the desire to halt the decl ine of Punjabi and foster i ts  
revival  i s  not mot ivated by any antipathy against  Urdu. 
Whatever the ul t imate dec i s ion of the Constituent Assembly 
on the question of choosing a State l anguage-or l anguages
for Paki stan, as far as West Pakistan is concerned Urdu wi l l  
readi ly be accepted by a l l  i ts  units as the common in ter
Provincial l anguage. At the same time, the attachment to Urdu 
among the people of this  region, part icularly the Punjab, and 
the weighty contribution to its l iterature made by our best 
writers and poets ,  ensures for the l anguage a permanent p lace 
of honour in this part of the country. This does not mean, 
however, that the regional l anguages should not be g iven due 
attention.  Punj abi ,  Pushto and S indi-each in i t s  way a 
l anguage worthy of being preserved and developed-do not 
have to be sacrificed in order to create a spec ial  p lace for 
Urdu. As l iving languages, they provide the ideal media for 
mass-education, their vast wealth of l iterature deserves study, 
and ful l  advantage should be taken of their potent ial  for 
further development to encourage a growth which wi l l  go 
hand in hand with the intel l ectual progress of the people .  

S ince i t  would both be fut i le and aimless to try and uproot 
any of these l anguages ,  we appea l  to the  Prov inc i a l  
Governments and the universities concerned to  revise their 
present unfriendly attitude towards the vernaculars, and take 
appropriate steps to faci l i tate their revival .  In this regard, a 
share of the responsibil ity l ies  wi th our men of letters, public 
men, teachers , and intel lectuals, who must in a democratic  
age d ismantle their ivory towers , go beyond the esoteric circle 
of their peers , and learn to speak to the common people 
wi thout the aid of trans lators: to do so with any effectiveness 
they must sponsor a renaissance of the l anguages which the 
ordinary people speak, understand, and ' feel ' .  In S ind and 
the Frontier Province a beginning in this direction has already 
been made, but in the Punjab even the need for saving the 
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l anguage of the people does not seem fu l ly  to have been 
real ised. We hope that those concerned wi l l  make up for past 
neglect and work with spec ial devotion to raise Punjab i  to i t s  
proper status. 

1 2  \fay 1 954 

What's in a name? 

With the country ' s  pol i t ical atmosphere po l luted by b itter 
fact ional s trife and low- level intrigues. and with personal 
aggrandisement as the primary aim· of a vast majority of those 
who strut about on Paki stan ' s  po l i t ica l  s tage, it is no t  
surpri s ing that i s sues of  national importance are se ldom 
discussed with the requi red measure of objectivity, and that 
few deci s ions are guided solely. or even mainly, by the merits 
of the case . This unhappy state of affairs is  well i l l ustrated by 
the manner in  which the language question has been handled 
by the Central Muslim League Assembly Party, with the result 
that for a l l  practical purposes the Engl i sh l anguage wil l  retain 
i ts pride of p lace, to the detriment of all indigenous languages, 
for many decades to come. 

Another instance of how poli t ical i ssues should not be 
t ac kled is provi ded by the controversy raging  over the 
questions of renaming the North-West Frontier Province and 
re-forming Pakistan ' s  Provinces on a l inguist ic bas i s .  Here 
again, ins tead of debating the principles i nvolved, calmly 
considering the various impl ications of the proposal ,  and 
weighing its advantages against the d isadvantages ,  a v i tr iol ic 
campaign has been unleashed against  i ts  sponsors, impugning 

their motives and damning them as d isrupters and enemies of 
Pak istan . To say the least. such calumny and s lander do not 
help the national cohesion and uni ty which are thus ostensibly 
sought to be strengthened: in  fact ,  abuse and v ituperation 
only serve to heighten tension and widen the gulf between 
different sections of our people.  It needs to be real ised that i f  
a l l  the charges o f  enmity o r  dis loyalty to Pakistan-hurled b y  
different  schools o f  thought against their opponents-were 
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accepted as the truth, the number of loyal friends left to 
Pakistan would be very smal l  indeed. We hope, therefore, 
that publicists and polit icians w i l l  make an earnest endeavour 
to eschew the dangerous pol icy of try ing to smother every 
pol i tical  issue in the heat and dust of s landerous statement 
and counter-statement, and encourage the method of dignified 
debate and serious  d i scuss ion for fi nding so l u t ions  to 
problems of publ ic interest. 

The questions of giving the NWFP another name and 
revis ing inter-Provincial boundaries part icularly deserve cool 
consideration. With regard to the former, i t  i s  obvious that, 
with Partit ion, the present name of this Province has become 
completely meaningless, for it is only in the context of the 
whole sub-continent that i t  can be regarded as the ' north
west frontier ' .  Pakis tan ' s  frontiers being total ly different, i ts 
geograph i c  c on nota t i on  makes the name a c omple te  
m isnomer. I t  also appears perfect ly logical that, instead of 
being cal led the NWFP, the Province should, l ike other 
provinces of Pak istan, be known after the l inguistic or rac ial 
group inhabi t ing the area. The main reason for opposition to 
th i s demand is that the a l ternat i ve  name sugges ted
Pukhtoonistan-has been u sed by Afghanistan to define its 
i rredentist and utterly untenable c laims to a part of Paki stan ' s  
territory. Thi s ,  however, cannot b e  regarded a s  suffic ient  
grounds for rejection of the proposal ; in fact, i t  could be 
argued with greater force that i ts  acceptance would take the 
wind out of Afghanistan ' s  sail s .  I t  i s  further said that, in  v iew 
of its proximity to Afghan istan, the NWFP shoul d  retain this 
odd name in order to maintain the present dist inction and 
avoid any affi n i ty w i th the neighbouring State .  If th i s  
argument were  a l lowed to  gu ide the nomencl ature of  
provi nces, the Punjab should b e  cal led the South-East Front ier 

Province and B engal the Far-East Frontier Province.  I t  i s  also 
said that the demand for re-naming the NWFP is motivated 
by some s inister, anti-national des ign .  S ince no proof of any 
sort is available in support of this charge, it must be ignored, 
and the question considered on the basis of known facts .  We 
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feel that the proposal for giving the NWFP a proper name is 
perfectly logical ,  and that whenever the Provi nc ial Legis lature 
goes on record in favour of such a change . the Constituent 
Assembly should adopt the necessary enactment. 

The q u e s t i o n  of l i ng u i s t i c  prov i nc e s  h a s  a l s o .  
unnecessari ly .  been made the subject o f  heated controversy. 
S ince. by and large . Pakistan ' s  units are anyho\\ di\· ided 01 1 a 
l inguist ic bas i s .  the plea for readjusting boundarie� .  where i t  
i s  necessary and convenient to do so .  deserves support. f t  i s  
obviously advantageous from the administrative point of v iew  
to  evolve units whose people possess  greater l inguis t ic  and 
cultural homogeneity. Nor should such a redi stribution of 
admi nis trative units  adversely  affect our broader nat ional 
unity. In fact .  by e l iminat ing the grounds for possible confl ict 
between the peop le of d i fferent prcn inces .  we should be able 
to achieve greater  cohe, ion .  The i s sue i s  of suffi c ient 
i mportance to dcsen e thorough cons iderat ion .  I t  would.  
therefore. probab ly be advi sable to set  up a Commiss ion to 
study the broader q uest ion. as wel l  as the sug:gested solution. 
i n  al l  their imp l icat i ons .  irn i te  people t . •  express  the ir  
preferences  111 deta i l .  s i ft the  foL· t s .  and m ake 
recommendat ions .  These can be  studied and examined by the 
part i e s  concerned and  c a n .  \\ i t h  t h e  approv a l  o f  
democratical ly elected Legi, J atures of the Provinces i nvolved. 
form the basis for an agreed r,:-demarcat ion of the Provincial  
boundar i e s .  I n  case the rec ommendat i o n s  are fou n d  
unacceptable b y  one of the part ies .  agreed methods and 
procedures can he adopted to anive at a just and mutual ly 
sati sfactory dec i s i o n .  Further. i t  i s  perfect ly pla in  that. i n  the 
polit ical c ircumstance-, prevai l ing in  West Pakistan, this i s sue 
v. i l l  be taken up only to be used for fact ional or party ends .  
No dec i s ion on th i s  quest ion i s  poss ib le  as l ong as the 
Provinces of th is  zone are under the sway of unrepresentative 
Assemblies dominated hy a rul ing party which has forfei ted 
al l  right to speak in  the name of the people .  Therefore. the 
task which deserve� pri orit) i �  the restorat ion of democratic  
rights i n  the Pro\· inces of \Vest Pa1' i \lan.  When the people of 
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this zone succeed in obtaining legi s latures and governments 
of their own choice, i t  wi l l  not be difficu l t  to deal with the 
matter to the satisfaction of a l l .  Today, the people of Chhachh 
or Hazara have l ittle to choose between the maladministration 
of the Punjab Musl im League and that of the Frontier Musl im 
League. I t  should a lso be borne in  mind that those who are in  
office today i n  the provinces of Paki stan ,  wi th l i tt le public 
backing and no confidence i n  themselves, wil l  probably try 
their best to bedevi l  the issue, and create inter-Provincial 
confl icts i n  order to appear as champions of the respecti ve 
provinces they so want only to m i srule .  I t  i s  suggested, 
therefore, that first things should be tackled first, and the 
s truggle for democracy in  West Paki stan shou ld  not be 
a ll owed to be pushed i n to the bac kground .  Once fu l l  
democracy has been establi shed i n  West Paki stan, l i ke many 
other problems, that of re-drawing Provincial boundaries wi l l  
be easy of solution. 

I O  January 1 955 

Pedagogical Elitism 

The Vice-Chancel lor of the Punjab Univers i ty has reiterated 
the view that, in order to raise the standards of education in  
the Province, higher education should drastically be restricted. 
B asing his conclus ions on the low pass percentages of most 
University examinations and the poor i ntel lectual attainments 
of a large majority of our graduates, and bel ieving that the 
present system entail s  a great waste of t ime, m oney and 
energy, he suggests that at the end of the present 9th c lass a 
severe test should weed out 85 to 90 per cent of the students, 
and only about 1 0  to 1 5  per cent sliould be a l lowed to join 
the reformed secondary schools .  At the end of the three-year 

secondary stage again,  only about 1 5  per cent should be 
allowed to enter the portal s of the U n iversity, whi le  the rest 
must be diverted to vocat ional training and subordinate jobs. 
M i an Afzal Husain bel i eves that th i s  pol icy would enable our 
servi ces to be manned by men of calibre-who could compare 
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favourably w i t h  the o ld  ICS men.  products of Oxford or 
C ambridge-that the presen t  tremendous wastage of resources 
w o u l d  b e  s t opped.  and that there w o u l d  be an o v e ra l l 
i mprovement i n  our  educat ional  s tandards .  He t h i nks further 
that educational reform should commence w i th the secondary 
schoo l s .  because any attempt to start w i th the primary schoo l s  
would not  beg i n  t o  y i e l d  res u l t s  before t w o  decades ,  and 
because. i n  any case. the former are respon s ib le  for the most  
i mportant stage i n  a student ' s  t ra in i n g  and educat ion.  

M i an Afzal H u s ai n ·  s keen i nterest i n  the probl e m s  of 
educat ion,  h is  vast  experience i n  t h i s  and a l li e d  fie lds ,  and 
the office he now holds.  ent i t le  h im to be heard on th i s  subj ect  
with great respect .  His  cr i t i c i s m  of the present  educati o n a l  
system. s upported by a w e a l t h  of carefu l l y  t ab u l ated data. i s  
certa i n l y  fu l l y  j u s t i fied:  b u t  i t  i s  d i ffi c u l t  to agree w h o l l y  
w i th h i s  appraisal  o f  t h e  factors respons i b l e  for the present  
unhappy state of affairs.  and a l most i m poss ible  to endorse 
h i s  scheme for the strict rat ioning of educat ional fac i l i t ies  
beyond the m i ddle -school s tage . In  the f i rs t  p l ace.  al though 
over-crowding in our schools and col l eges i s  a g rave p roblem, 
i t  cannot be regarded as the only.  or even as the main.  cause 
of our l o w  educat ional  standard s .  If  other cond i t i on s  rem a i n  
unchanged. a mere red uct i on i n  t h e  n umber o f  boys and g i r l s  
w h o  are a l l owed to e n t e r  t h e  new secondary schoo l s ,  or the 
U n i vers i ty and col leges.  w i l l  not i mprove m atters very m uch,  
and the smal l  gai n in  pass percentages that m ay be ach i eved 
would be no compensation for depri v i n g  the v ast majori ty of 
our youth of the opportu n ity to study beyond the m iddle
school stage. This  object ion i s  susta ined by the fact that even 
those departments  which today.  for d i fferent reason s .  c ater  to 
only  a handful of students  are no better  than the ones w here 
· a l l  and sundry"  are a l l owed entrance . What Paki stan requ ires 
is a thorough overhaul of her educat i onal  system-from the 
k i n dergarten upwards-a radical  i mprovement in  teachi n g  
methods. a n d  l arge-scale expansion o f  schoo l s .  col leges and 
u n i vers i t i e s .  Of necessi ty.  th is  process is somewhat s low.  and 
i t  may not show spectac u lar re su l ts :  but it is the only answer 
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to our needs. Short-cuts which seek to attain some stat ist ical 
improvement at the top, by concentrating on a few bright 
boys and girls, may not even achieve this part icular aim, and 
even if they did, i t  would be at the expense of an intolerable 
deprivat ion as far as the mass of our people are concerned. It 
i s ,  of course, true that, after a general improvement has been 
achieved in  our educational system, a university degree would 
lose some of its present attraction, and a large number of 
students would  seek jobs or professions after passing the 
higher secondary stage. Bu t  in today ' s  circumstances, to cut 
off 85 or 90 per cent of them from secondary education would 
amount to condemning them to v irtual i l l i teracy. I t  is equal ly  
unreal i stic for the present to talk of diverting 85 per cent of 
those who pass the secondary stage to vocational training and 
subordinate jobs . Jobs are not readily avai l able and vocational 
school s cannot spring up or function in a vacuum-they wi l l  
grow hand i n  hand wi th the country ' s  industrial progress .  

It a l so needs to be rea l i sed that i n  a country l ike Paki stan , 
with i l l i teracy standing at the appall ing figure of 87  per cent, 
the stress should be on more and more education, and not on 
l imiting and restricting it. A low standard of general education 
is a bad thing, but it is  better than no such education; and, 
however poor the net resul t  of the exist ing system, it is better 
to d isseminate even a smattering of knowledge among a wide 
section of the people-which should be made to become 
wider, with greater pub l ic  and official  efforts-than to l eave 
the masses in utter darkness and concentrate all our resources 
on trying to create a small band of would-be intel lectual 
giants. In fact, the denial  of education to the masses is not 
necessary in order to achieve the aim of improving education 
at the top, and i t  may wel l  in  the long run have the opposite 
effect. The State certai nly has an interest in  education and 
the right to influence it, but this right and interest must not be 
exerc i sed to l i m i t  and control educat i on in the manner 
suggested.  If Paki stan is to develop into a democratic S tate, 
with equal rights and equal opportun i ties for all c i tizens, we 
cannot accept a system that would compel the average person 
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to be sati sfied with near- l i teracy. and confine higher education 
to a small minority. The concept of a semi - l iterate population 
being ruled over by a group of highly educated persons, the 
phi losopher-bureaucrats .  i s  al ien to the democratic tradi tion 
and must, therefore , be rejected. Lastly, i t  needs to be pointed 
out that the people  want educat ion for themselves and their 
chi ldren. and that they themselves pay for it, most ly through 
direct contributions: in  fairness and justice. they cannot be 
asked to accept a system which would keep i ts doors closed 
to about  85 per cent of them. If  the Vice-Chancel lor ' s  views 
on Pakistan· s future educational p lanning, which we have 
found i t  necessary to crit icise. had been put forward by the 
c lass of gentlemen who hold that mass education i s  dangerous 
fol ly ,  or by a bureaucrat interested sole ly i n  producing, at 
any cost men of the old JCS type. they would have merited 
l itt le attention. B ut when they are presented by an educationist 
of Mian Afzal Husai n ' s  standing. and a person g ifted with a 
broad out look and v i s ion .  the proposals merit  thorough 
discuss ion-in the hope that the ir author w i l l  e i ther remove 
the doubts and misg1\' lngs they prompt or revise his own 
opm1ons .  

1 1  January 1955 

A Capital Idea 

We had hitherto refrained from making any comment on the 
quest ion of the l ocation of West Paki stan · s capital city. i n  the 
confident hope that the Administrative Counci l  would of itself 
make the obvious. sensible choice and dec ide in favour of 

Lahore . It appears . however. that the i ssue i s  not be ing 
considered with the required objectiv i ty.  and that extraneous 
factors may be a l lowed to sway the Counc i l ' s  j udgment .  
Al though i t  i s  said to be fair ly certain that  Lahore wi l l  be 
used as the provis ional capital ,  the Counci l  has set up a 
Committee which has been exploring the remoter tracts of 

Hazara Dis trict i n  order to se lect an appropriate s i te for 
construc t i ng  a new town to  serve as Wes t  Pak i s tan ' s  
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permanent capital . Lahore · s  suitabi l ity  for th i s  purpose, from 
every conceivable point of view, simply cannot be disputed. 
I t  is t he  o n l y  town  w h i c h  c an prov ide  s u ffi c ie n t  
accommodation and meet the other physical requirements of 
the West Pakistan Government: and it possesses unl imited 
scope for further expans ion. In eight or nine months out of 
the year, weather conditions here are absolutely ideal; there 
is an ample supply  of water: and i t  has a rich and developed 
h interl and, which is  necessary to feed and maintain a large 
town. Further, Lahore has always been an important centre of 
trade and i s  ful l y  capable of coping with the commercial 
requirements of West Pakistan ' s  future First C i ty; in fact ,  in 
this  regard Lahore has suffered greatly in  recent years , as a 
resul t  of the change in the pattern of the country ' s  trade, and 
its selection as West Pakistan ' s  capital may help towards the 
restoration of the posit ion it has lost since Partit ion. Being 
s i tuated in the central zone of West Pakistan . Lahore is the 
most approachable town for the various far-fl ung parts of the 
new Province; and among West Pakistan ' s  bigger towns i t  
happens to b e  the nearest  t o  East Bengal .  Further, Lahore i s  
the focal point o f  West Pakistan ' s  rai lway system, and i s  
l inked t o  the different regions o f  this zone with the best roads 
in the area. Lahore ' s  h istorical importance, part icularly the 
part that it played in the Pakistan movement ,  deserves due 
consideration: and it should be borne in mind that it is a 
centre of culture and a seat of learning. In view of al l these 
weighty factors, i t  is difficul t  to resist  the conclusion that 
those who advocate its rejection are doing so for purely 
parochial reasons, or because they have not yet been able to 
rid themselves of provincial feel ings. 

It is also quite obvious that Lahore is about the only town in 
West Pakistan which can b e  made the capital without entai ling a 
great deal of new expenditure. On the other hand. the proposal 
to build a new capital in some v irgin tract would cost the national 
exchequer anything up to Rs. 200 crores, apart from what the 
people would be forced to spend on moving to the area. This i s  
something which the country simply cannot afford; and even if  
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such a large sum of money were available. it could be spent with 
greater advantage on the completion of the various development 
projects which are being delayed or are moving at a slow pace 
because of lack of sufficient funds. It is also possible that the 
experiment of trying to build a new town may not succeed, as 
has happened in our neighbouring Indian province. So far. about 
the only argument that has been used against Lahore is i ts 
proximity to the Inda-Pakistan border. This plea cannot, however, 
stand the test of sober analysi s .  In the first p lace. the possibi l ity 
of a war with India is so remote that it would be puerile  to allow 
it to persuade us to abandon a place l ike Lahore. Secondly,  
Lahore is anyhow an important strategic town. where some of 
our most i mportant i ndustries are located. and shou ld  i t s  
evacuation ever become necessary in the case of an emergency, 
the addition to that vast operation of a few Government offices 
wi l l  make no real difference. Further. in modem war distances 
of a few hundred miles do not lend much safety to a c i ty; 
therefore . unless i t  is  intended to locate West Pakistan ' s  capital 
in some faraway mountain hide-out. the vulnerabil ity of the new 
capital in any other place would be almost as great as that of 
Lahore. Nor can the fact be ignored that. in moving away from 
Lahore. we would be getting c loser to other borders. I t  i s ,  
therefore . meaningless for our arm-chair experts to cloak their 
parochial interest or Provincial prejudices under the garb of so
called strategic necessity in  building up an argument against the 
selection of the present Punjab capital as the capital of West 
Pak is tan .  We earnes t l y  hope that the Wes t  Pak i s t an 
Administrative Counc i l  wi l l  not al low itself to be influenced by 
any such considerat ions. and that i t  will come to a reasonable 

and fair decision, based on an objective appraisal of the relevant 
factors which should determine its choice. 

30 July 1 955 

Asking for the Moon ! 

Not altogether unexpected ly .  the Ruet- i -Hi la l  Committees 
functioning in various parts of the country have, once again ,  
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succeeded i n  creating a mess over the forthcoming ' Id-ul
Azha. Before Part i t ion, and before this  country was affl icted 
with the plague of regional Ruet-i -Hi lal Committees, which 
have seeming ly  made no arrangements to work in co
operation wi th each other, the worst that ever happened was 
that, on rare occasions, some confusion was created over the 
' Id-ul-F i tr. B ut since the creation of Pakistan, i t  would appear 
that the learned gentlemen nominated to these bodies are 
determi ned to ensure that these two great festivals are never 
celebrated on the same day throughout the country. With 
regard to the ' Id-ul -Fitr, i t  i s  somewhat understandabl e  that, 
in view of the short time avail able to them, diverse decis ions  
should be  taken i n  different parts of the country. B u t  for the 
' ld -u l -Azha, even th i s  excuse-which anyhow has l it t l e  
v a l i d i t y  because  of  the  e x i s t i n g  means  of  rap i d  
communication-cannot b e  put forward a s  an extenuating 
c ircumstance. As on at  least one previous occasion ,  we are 
confronted this  year w ith the peculi ar s ituation that whil e  
Quetta and Dacca have  decided i n  favour of ' I d  being 
celebrated on Saturday, for the rest of the country the chosen 
day is Sunday. It is also rel evan t  to point out that the Haj has 
been performed on Friday. Wi th ten c lear days avail able to 
the authorities concerned for arriv ing at a deci s ion, there is 
no justification whatsoever for the contrary opinions given 
by the different Ruet-i-Hi lal Commit tees. If  these bodies are 
i ncapable of co-ordinat ing their i nvestigations and coming to 
an agreed conclus ion even i n  regard to the ' Id-ul-Azha, they 
should be d isbanded immediate ly  and a s ing le  Central  
organisation set up for this purpose, which could be asked to 
get the required information from various regions through 
nominated representat ives .  If  for some reason this  suggestion 
is considered unacceptable,  there are a hundred and one other 
s imple ways of ensuring that the appearance of the moon i s  
properly estab l i shed and the i nformat ion conveyed t o  the 
whole country. The important thing i s  that the celebration of 
the two ' Ids must not be spo i l t  again by the seemingly s i l ly  
squabbles of those who are appointed to the various Ruet-i -
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Hila !  Committees and are given a responsibi l i ty which they 
have i nvariably d ischarged wi th extreme i rrespons ib i l i ty .  

3 August 1 956 

Sheer Vandalism 

Not for the first t ime. the finest publ ic park in  Lahore (and. 
perhaps,  the best in  Pakistan) has suffered grievous damage 
at the hands of the Government Department entrusted with 
i ts care and unkeep. The Agricul ture Department has once 
again been gui l ty of sanctioning the destruction of extremely 
valuable trees in the Bagh-i-Jinnah on an utterly i nane plea. 
If  we remember right. on the fi rst occasion the purpose 
ostensibly served by what can only be described as an act of 
sheer vandal ism was the replenishment of a match factory ' s  
stocks o f  suitable t imber. And now. five of the garden " s  best 
trees have been heart less ly uprooted on the ground that a 
request to that effect was received from the Al l -Pakistan Lawn 
Tennis  Association. whose Secretary thought that these trees 
were responsible for the bad l ighting on the tenni s  court in  
their vicinity .  Thi s  would appear to be a completely untenable 
and whol ly stupid excuse for doing irreparable harm to a part 
of the B agh-i-Jinnah. In the first p lace. it seems strange that, 
whereas these trees had been in the same pos i tions for many 
decades,  and important tennis  tournaments have often been 
held in more or less the same area which is now under use. 
no one ever considered that their shade made the courts 
unplayable .  This novel discovery was suddenly made by the 
Association ' s  present Secretary. who is reported to have 
demanded that the offending trees must be cut down wi thout 
del ay .  Secondly. even if  it is true that the l ight on the tenni s  
courts was affected adversely .  i t  i s  difficul t  t o  believe that 
this could not have been remedied by judic ious pruning.  
Last ly .  if the trees real ly  did obstruct the l ight in  a manner 
that made p lay on the courts d ifficul t .  the thing to do was to 
sh ift the courts to another p l ace.  Those who requested, 
ordered or connived at the despoi lment of the Bagh-i-Jinnah 
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do not seem to have given any thought to the fact that these 
trees were highly valued by the people, that i t  had taken 
many decades and a great deal of l abour to grow them, and, 
in  the case of the pine trees, it may not be possible to achieve 
their replacement even in a hundred years. The B agh-i-Jinnah 
is a glorious heritage of Lahore ' s  c i tizens .  They expect that, 
even if the Agriculture Department cannot improve upon its 
present richness, the gardens should at least not be ruined. 
We suggest that the Minister concerned or, better st i l l ,  the 
Cabinet, should take immediate notice of this affai r  and issue 
strict orders t hat the Bagh-i -Jinnah and other public parks 
should not be subjected to the ravages of the official bl indness 
that has been responsible for the reprehensible actions we 
have pointed out here. In fact, i t  seems necessary that a 
committee of persons interested in gardening and gardens,  
including both officials and non-officials ,  should be set  up to 
supervise the maintenance and development of the Bagh- i
J innah. 

9 April 1 957 

Lawlessness in Lahore 

Yet another crowded locality of Lahore has witnessed a battle 
in  the continuing war between rival gangs of local goondas. 

The latest outbreak of armed gangsterism, on Nicholson Road, 
ended i n  gr im tragedy; apart from wounding two r ival 
gangsters, the attackers accidental ly  k i l led a young g irl  of ten 
who was p l ay ing  on the  roads ide  ou t s ide her  home ,  
deliberately shot a t  and injured a cycl i st whom they suspected 
of trying to bar their escape, and in this attempted murder 
ki l led another cyclist .  Sunday afternoon ' s  bloody drama was 
enacted on one of our busiest thoroughfares ,  at a place which 
is not more than a stone ' s  throw from the nearest poli ce 
station and the District Police Lines. A lthough telephonically 
informed of the shooting almost immediately, the first police 
party did not arrive on the scene until forty minutes after the 
event. Further, the escaping gangsters are reported to have 

647 



648 

Pakistan : The First Twelve Years 

passed the Qi l la  Gu jar S ingh Pol ice Station-presumably after 
it had been informed of the incident or, in any case, after i t  
should have heard the shooting and shouting-but no one 
seems to have taken any notice of them. Thi s  is not al l .  
When, a t  last .  the police got t o  the place. valuable time was 
lost in a wrangle between the representat ives of neighbouring 
pol ice stations in  order to determine where the case should 
be regi s tered . because in their  k i l l ings the cu lpri ts  had 
carelessly shown no regard for the lines demarcating the 
territories of different pol ice stat ions .  Does all thi s  merely 
i l lustrate inefficiency. or does i t  amount to dere l iction of 
duty? Is  i t  sheer stupidity that. with an innocent girl l y ing in 
a pool of blood. her young l i fe destroyed by brutal  hands. 
and another cit izen dying on the pavement .  responsible police 
officers-instead of chasi ng the perpetrators of these ghast ly 
c r imes-s h o u l d  waste many  va l uab l e  m i n u t e s  in a 
j uri sdict ional debate? The senior pol ice authori t ies mus t  
investigate the matter thoroughly.  and te l l  the people  whether 
the police officials concerned are not gifted with e lementary 
common sense. or whether they lack courage or integrity .  

Later i n  the evening.  however. the higher authorit ies 
moved i nto action. A large number of suspects were rounded 
u p ;  the  S e n i or S uper in tenden t  of P o l i ce s h i ft ed  h i s  
headquarters to the Mozang Pol ice S tation i n  order t o  deal 
more effectively with the goonda menace: and a speci al pol ice 
detachment was set up to detect and recover unl icensed arms .  
If  the Administrat ion · s determ ination does not  fizzle out once 
the public outcry has subsided. it should not be difficul t  to 
s tamp out the l awles sness  that is d i sgrac i ng both the 
Prov inc i al capital and the guardians of i t s  peace. In fact ,  we 
fee l  strongly that the commendable steps that are being taken 
now should have been adopted as soon as the gang warfare 
started. instead of wai t ing unt i l  i t  had taken a to l l  of i nnocent 
l ives . We would also draw the attent ion of the appropriate 
authorit ies to the seeming unwisdom of al lowing persons to 
be enl arged on bail when they are involved in cases of this 
nature. Further. i t  i s  necessary that tho">e in charge of the 
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pol ice operations against crime should take cognizance of the 
fact that many of the lower pol ice  offi c i al s  are widely 
suspected of maintaining intimate relations with the gangsters, 
and it is general ly fe lt  that, wi thout police connivance or 
tolerance. it would be impossible for the gangsters to continue 
to function as protectors of groups of smugglers. or patrons 
of gambling dens, or p laces where i l l ic i t  l iquor and drugs are 
manu factured and c onsumed .  I f  t h i s  s u sp i c i on  i s  not  
base less-and whether i t  i s  a re su l t  of t im id i t y  or of 
corruption-it i s  a fac tor which must be investigated and 
ruthlessly dealt with, if Authority earnestly wants to put an 
immediate stop to the crime-wave in Lahore. Lastly, it has 
been noticed that, because of the panic created by  frequent 
cases of dayl i ght band itry , the average peace-loving, l aw
abiding ci t izen considers i t  unwise to give evidence against 
persons engaged in crime. The general reaction is that the 
police are i ncapable of giving protect ion to those who would, 
by identifying criminals ,  earn the ire of the gangsters and run 
the ri sk of harm being done to themselves or their fami l ies .  I t  
i s  often sa id that if the pol icemen themselves are frequently 
reluctant to give battle to the goondas, how can the unarmed 
c i tizen run the risk of reprisals by desperate men? Thi s  is a 
most regrettable, but understandable,  state of affairs. The 
people reali se  that the ir  help is needed to stop such crimes, 
but before they can co-operate ful l y  with the forces of law 
and order, they must be assured that the local poli ce i s  real ly 
interested in  doing i ts job.  and also that they wi l l  not run any 
undue risk if they ass ist Authority in the task of ridding 
Lahore of the flourishing gangs of professional criminals .  

1 9  April, 1 957 

Of Morals and Men 

Condemnat ion in these columns of acts of hool igani sm 
invo lv ing h aras sment  or molestat ion of l ad ie s-and i n  
part i cu l ar the  i nc idents that marred the  Rep u b l i c  Day 
celebrations in Lahore and e l sewhere-has provoked the 
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accusat ion that we have exh ibited an ant i -male bias and 
del iberate ly i gnored i nstances of improper or provocative 
behaviour by women. I t  cannot be said with certainty whether 
th is  charge is meant to be taken seriously ;  but ,  anyhow, 
cons ider ing  the context in  which i t  has  been made,  i t  
undoubtedly deserves serious treatment . We bel ieve that. far 
from being unduly harsh in our strictures on the goondas who 
disgraced themselves and the community on Republ ic Day. 
our condemnation of the ir misdeeds \\·as far too mild. mainly 
because at the t ime of wri t ing we were not in  possession of the 
ful l  facts .  Further. the argument that. because some women 
behave w ith a lack of dignity or transgress the bounds of 
decency. men who pester and assault other women should not 
be condemned or punished too harshly. i s  clearly based on a 
perversion of both logic and common sense. This strange 
attitude. nevertheless. deserves ful l  attention, for it is  certainly 
not confined to unbalanced adolescents. I t  found support, for 
example. from a senior judicial officer. namely. the Additional 
Sessions Judge of Sheikhupura. who. in  dealing w ith the H iran 
Minar case. came to simi lar conclusions i n  h i s  j udgement, 
which was. however. di smissed by the Supreme Court as 
conforming neither to l aw nor to logic. The Court very rightly 
pointed ou t  that  ' i f the learned j udge thought that the 
appearance of educated gir ls  in  publ ic  p l aces furnishes 
excusable provocation to the young men who come to or 
happen to be in that p lace. then he was propounding a 
pernicious doctrine . . .  · 

This pernicious i dea seems to be the basi s  of the perverted 
opinions of those who object to condemnation of hooliganism 
against women on the plea of provocation by i ts  victims or 
other members of their sex .  If some women or a group of girl 
students make a public nuisance of themselves, they certainly 
deserve to the condemned. If any such case had been brought 
to our notice in the ordinary course of events, it would have 
evoked prompt critic ism. But when such i nc idents are quoted 
in  an attempt to explain. and even justify. acts of shameless, 
v u lgar, and brutal  goondaism . both the mo tives of the 
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complainants and the facts adduced by them become suspect. 
We expect all women to behave in  public with dignity, and we 
tend to frown upon the giggling and smirking in  public by 
groups of girl students (who should anyhow behave and dress 
with modesty and, in their own interests, be accompanied by a 
teacher when they go out to crowded places on a national 
hol iday) ,  but at the same time we are ful ly convinced that no 
case of improper or immodest behaviour by a woman provides 
a l icence for the orgy of goondaism that Lahore saw on 
Republic Day. Such brazen l awlessness must be unreservedly 
condemned. The tone of h igh morality adopted by those who 
crit icise women for provoking goondaism appears to be utterly 
fal se, for it seeks thereby to condone the worst possible acts of 
immorality. And the fact that national festivals are the favourite 
occasion chosen by the goondas must make their evi l  deeds 
even more reprehensible in the eyes of every true Pakistani .  

We earnestly appeal to the c it izens of Lahore and other 
affected towns to give proper thought to combating the evi l  
of goondaism and fighting those who seek-either directly or 
impl iedly-to connive at or condone actions that v io late the 
most sacred laws of God and man. We further suggest that, 
apart from l ong-term remedial measures, before the next 
national festival , a Cit izens ' Committee should be set up in  
every important town to organi se, in  co-operation wi th  the 
Government ,  squads of vo lunteers who woul d  man the 
thoroughfares of their c i ties, in order to smash the monster of 
goondaism; and we hope that the student community wi l l  
come forward to play their proper role in  ensuring that the 
sanctity of our national holidays can be protected from the 
ons l aught of the tribe of morons and goondas who inhabi t  
many of our towns. 

9 December 1 957 

Students' Duty 

Addressing a students ' meeting i n  Lahore the other day, Miss  
Fatima Jinnah advised the s tudent  commun i ty to  work 
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earnest ly for the strength. stab i li ty  and prosperity of the 
country . She pointed out that the Paki stan movement had 
aimed at the estab l i shment of a democratic State. but ' what 
we see before us  today i s  anything but the right step towards 
real i sat ion of the Quaid-e-Azam · s  v i s ion  of Pak i s tan ' .  
Dec laring that there was no reason why the students of 
Pakistan should al low themselves to be · mute spectators of 
a l l  that goes on before the ir eyes · ,  she said that it was their 
duty to safeguard the democratic principles underl in ing the 
establ i shment of Pakistan. and to create public opinion to put  
an effect ive stop to al l  attempts to p lace selfish motives before 
national in terests. 

Thi s  i s  excel lent and timely advice .  For many years now 
pol i t ical events in  Pakistan have moved in a vicious circ le :  
an unstable Min istry i s  instal led in  office through i ntrigue; 
soon thereafter, unable to sa t i sfy al l i t s  office-hungry 
supporters . it is ousted from power by counter-i ntrigue; and 
then another equally unstable coali tion is elevated to power 
through a new round of unprincipled intrigues and unsteady 
a ll i ances. Poli t ical act iv i ty has l argely  been reduced to an 
everlasting match of h igh-sounding slogans and low cunning 
between rival fact ions.  The people  are far removed from the 
poli t ical scene. and their problems do not seem to enter into 
the reckoning of those who rul e  the country in their name. A t  
the same t ime. over the misty horizon hovers the dark threat 
of authoritarian ism.  C learly.  if this  v ic ious c ircle is to be 
broken,  if the menace of dictatorship is to be bani shed, the 
people must be roused to cast off their apathy and frustrat ion, 
they m u st be organi sed for the mass act i on requ ired to save 
democratic values and to ensure that Pakistan does not deviate 
from the path that can guarantee i t s  democratic  progress .  In 
bringing about this  mass mobi l i sation. in spreading poli tical  
educat i on  and consc iousness  among the people.  every 
educated and honest c i t izen of Pakistan has a part to p lay ,  
and as  a group. the student community i s  best equipped to  
take upon i tself a large part of  the  burden which must  be  
borne by al l  honest men if the country is to emerge from the 
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bog into which i t  has been led by petty men fight ing for petty 
ends. 

Before the achievement of polit ical freedom, no one ever 
dreamt of question ing the students ' right and duty to take an 
active part i n  pol i t ics,  but s ince the establ ishment of Pak i stan , 
the leaders of the leading polit ical part ies-particul arly when 
in power-have done everything possible to d iscourage the 
s tudents from taking  a serious i n terest  in the country ' s  
pol i t ical  affairs. I t  has been noticed that when the students do 
or say something which does not su i t  a particular polit ical 
party, i ts leaders come out in support of the thesis that 
students should confine themselves to their classrooms and 
playgrounds.  But  whenever they can make use of the students 
to further their own ends, they forget their past injunctions 
and gladly accept the students' polit ical assi stance. Along 
w i th other factors, such as the l ack of civi l l iberty and the 
rise of fascist tendencies among the educational authorit ies ,  
th is  state of affairs has succeeded i n  creating a great deal of 
confusion, and, at least in West Pak istan , the students have 
been prevented from sett ing up an organisation that would 
help them to safeguard their own interests and express their 
v iews effectively on the major pol i t ical problems fac ing the 
country . 

Further, i t  cannot be denied that, in today ' s  unhappy 
circumstances, the rights and i nterests of the students as 
students are by no means safe. Our univers it ies have been 
affected by the prevai l ing pol it ical chaos, and it seems plain 
that there must be a pol i t ical clean-up before the mess in 
education can be c leared. Thus, i f  only to protect their right 
to a decent education, it is necessary for the students to 
organise themselves and compel those in power to pay more 
attenti on to the i r  cl amant needs. It is essential  to reiterate 

here that the students shoul d  create their own p latform, and 
ensure that their organi sation does not become the appendage 
of any poli t ical  party. Whi le  no restriction should be placed 
on students who are sufficiently i nterested in poli t ical work 
to jo in  a po l i t ica l  party of their  own choice,  students ' 
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organi sations as s uch shoul d  avoid the fie l d  of i nter-party 
stri fe .  

I t  i s  often asked : w hat u seful work can the students 
undertake? To g i ve one concrete example.  the students could 
organise a country - w ide l iteracy campaign to help uproot an 
evi l  which stands i n  the w ay of the country ' s  progre ss .  With  
an effi cient organ i s at ion they coul d  set  up hu ndreds of cent .  ,_· s 

i n  the towns and v i l l ages and rid the country of i l l i terac) 
w it h i n  a decade or two.  A long \vi t h  such a campaign they 
cou l d  expla in  to the peopl e  the working of the country · s 
pol i t ical  syste m .  the i m portance of their  votes. and the general 
pr inciples of po l i t ica l  democracy .  There can be no doubt 
about the great val ue of such work. It is a lso ob\ in us that , by 
undertaki n g  to he lp  in such a task.  the -;tudenh w i l l  not only 
educate their  fe l l ow-c i t i zem but also educate then: se lv e s .  We 
earnest ly hope.  there fore . t hat the excel lent  ad\  ice g iven by 
M i s s  Fati m a  J innah \v i i i  f ind a re sponse among the students 
of Pakistan. and that a genuine effort w i l l  be made by them 
to perform a duty t hat they O\ve to them sch·cs and to their 
countrymen.  We are fu l l y  convinced that .  i f  lhe thousands of 
young men are able to harness themse l n:·s t o  grappl e  w i t h  the 
tasks of national regenerat ion.  their  s e l fl e s s  patr iot ism and 
energy w i l l  he lp  greatl y  to c lear the path for Pak i stan ' s  steady 
m arch to greatne s s  and prosperi ty .  

7 September 1951  

Consolidation of Corruption 

Tn recent weeks .  the Punjab Government have announced a 

n u m be r  of dec i s i o n s  t h at are e x pected to e x pe d i t e  t h e  
eradication o f  corrupt ion i n  t h e  government serv i ces .  The 
work of the Anti - Corruption Department is being speeded 
up. steps have been taken to keep a check on the i ncome and 
expenditure of offi c i a l s .  re strictions have been p l aced on their  
entertainment by the publ ic  and on their  co l lection of publ i c  
funds.  and genera l l y  a str icter w atch w i l l  b e  kept on those 
who are suspected of be i ng corrup t  or di shonest in their work. 



Of Morals and Men 

These measures. if honestly implemented, are l i kely to have 
some good effect on the present deplorable state of affairs 
but, as past experience has shown, administrative v igi lance 
by itself cannot root out this deep-seated ev i l .  To achieve big 
results i t  wil l  be necessary to wage an unrelenting struggle 
against  every aspect of the admin istration which encourages 
the acceptance of various types of i l legal grati fication by 
government servants .  Qui te obviously, ful l  public support is 
an essential prerequis i te for the success of any scheme which 
seeks to e l iminate the divers corrupt practices that are today 
accepted by the common people as an unavoidable burden. 
To secure such co-operation, however, it is  necessary that the 
e x i s t i ng  standards of effic iency and jus t i ce shou ld  be 
improved in all Government departments. For it w i l l  readi ly 
be conceded that, apart from the few who seek out corruptible 
offic ia ls  to buy special favours, the l arge number of ordinary 
persons-who are known to resort to bribery merely in  order 
to save time or to forestal l a perverse decis ion-could easi l y  
be  persuaded to  desist from this evi l  habit  if they were assured 
that red tape and favouritism wi l l  no l onger be a llowed to 
harm their interests. 

The Government should. therefore, devote special efforts 
to the task of m ak i ng the admin i s trat ion effi c ient  and 
i mpartia l .  Compl icated procedures,  which a llow fi les and 
papers to travel le i surely from office to office and to be kept 
' pending' or ' under consideration' for days and weeks,  should 
be c h anged as  soon  as  pos s i b l e .  The q u e s t i o n  of  
administrative impartial i ty i s  even more important. Here, apart 
from plain nepoti sm or the privi leges that are usual ly  g iven 
to those who possess l arge bank balances, pol i tical  patronage 
h as a lways p l ayed a m ajor ro le  i n  undermi n i ng publ ic  
c o n fi de n c e  i n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  h o n a  fides . I n  t h i s  

connect i o n ,  the  Government  have recen t l y  taken  the  
commendable decis ion to stop recruitment by  nomination for 
a number of j unior posts i n  certain departments, and to allow 
al l  future vacancies to be fi l led through a competit ive test . 
The principle underly ing this important change i n  policy-
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name l y .  t h at m e r i t  a l one s h o u l d  determ i ne Government  
dec i s i ons-must be  ri gorou sly app l ied to every branch of the 
adm i n i strative  mach i nery . Progress towards ach ieving this 
ideal wou l d  gradual l y  hel p  to destroy the rotten t rad i ti on of 
trading i n  ch i ts  of recommendation. fam i l y  connect ions and 
pol i t ica l  i nfluence . There arc . of cour�e . \ arious other factors 
which deserve proper attention and su i table remed i al act i on ;  
for i n stance.  i t  i s  i mportant that a l l  government servan t s  
shou l d  b e  g i ven security o f  employment and a decent l iv in g  
wage . B u t  perhaps t h e  b i ggest s tumbl ing block.  w h i c h  forces 
otherw i s e  honest and straightforward person s t o  stoop to 
corrupt means. is the fee l i ng that i nfl uence counts for m ore 
than right with  the authorit ies .  I f  the Government are prepared 
to attack and dem o l i sh t h i s  obnoxious form of favouri t i s m .  
and c a n  thereby fo ster condit ions where a fe w may st i l l  try t o  
buy undue concessions but the many w i l l  not need t o  purchase 
fai rness and just ice.  a big step forward w i l l  h a\ e been taken 
towards combat ing the corrod ing d i sease of corruption in the 
adm i n i strati ve serv ices .  

31 August 1 955 

Exterminating Corruption 

I t  i s  a wel l -estab l i shed fact that since Partit ion. the problem of 
corruption i n  the services has assumed frightening proportions. 
The standards of admini strative honesty and efficiency were by 
no means too high during the B rit ish regime. but .  strange though 
it may seem, since the dawn of freedom they have steadi ly  
deteriorated. Howc\'cr painful i t  m i ght b•?. the fact  must be 

faced-if i t  i s  to be fought-that today the hydra-headed evi l  of 
corruption has our national l ife firml y  in  i t s  vicious grip; no 
branch of the services, and no facet of publ ic l ife. is free from its  
poisonous i nfluence. I t  would appear that customary moral and 
legal restraints-the i ndividual ' s  i ngrained probity.  a -.ense of 
self- respect .  or fe ar of retri b u t i o n-have become utter ly 
ineffective. and b l inding l ust for money. howe\'Cr tainted i t  may 
be. has overcome the people · s sense of duty and decency. 



Of Morals and Men 

Whether i t  is  the pol itician demanding special favours for his 
supporters, the public servant exacting bribes for doing his duty 
or for neglecting it, or the merchant offering a share of his 
i llegal profit in return for being allowed to defy the law, these 
purchasers and dispensers of special benefits have brought down 
the prestige and honour of Pakistan very nearly to the level of 
Kuomintang China or certain Middle East countries. It is often 
said today, with no shame and l i ttle fear of such a statement 
being contradicted, that dishonesty is the best possible policy, 
the only way to ensure that what one requires of any part of the 
administration is accomplished with reasonable promptness. It 
can be said that the circumstances accompanying Partition, the 
dis location of vast populat ions ,  the losses suffered by the 
refugees, the mishandl ing of evacuee property, and the mess 
made of the country 's  pol itics by the squabbling factions in  the 
rul ing party, have helped to create conditions in which corrupt 
practices of all sorts have found a ferti le soil. While the influence 
of these and other factors cannot be denied. their existence does 
not really  provide any extenuating circumstance and no cause 
whatsoever for v iewing the present rotten state of affairs with 
equanimity. 

A great deal of time, money and energy have been expended 
on what is called the anti -corruption campaign, but the ultimate 
result in the way of discouraging corruption or punishing those 
guilty is extremely meagre; and, despite its deleterious effects 
on our economic and social l ife, this sorry state of affairs does 
not seem to have given any sleepless nights to those whose 
responsibility it is to stamp out this corroding evil .  From time to 
time we do hear of the arrest and punishment of offenders who 
have, for example, charged a pie more than the scheduled price 
of a packet of cigarettes, or of a patwari who demanded a small 
fee for the mutation of l and records, or of a clerk guilty of 
tampering with his office records. But there have hardly been 
any cases of the bigger sharks being prosecuted and convicted. 
It is impossible to believe that corruption is confined to the 
lower rungs of the administrative ladder, or to the poorer classes 
who generally figure in the statistics publ ished so proudly by the 
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ant i -corrupt ion departments .  In fact .  i f  the top of the 
administrative pyramid were cleansed, if the b igger merchants 
were guided by ordinary business ethics. and if the so-called 
upper strata of our society was satisfied with receiving no more 
than its due. corruption could easily be wiped out. Even though 
the smaller fry are often driven by poverty to supplement their 
income by i l legal means. they are able to do so only because the 
hands of their · superiors ' are not c lean . 

The Government ' s  inabil i ty to deal effectively with this 
ev i l  apparent ly  arises from some se lf- imposed inh ib i t ion 
which prevents it from attacking and destroying the roots of 
th i s  mal ignant  growth . It i s  not easy to catalogue wi th  
exactitude al l  the causes responsible for the present s ituation, 
but i t  can be said w ith certainty that pol i t ical corruption is 
one of the most important causal factors . When pol i tical  
leaders depend on the officials to win elections, and cajole or 
threaten them into doing the ru l ing party' s dirty work. when 
Ministers and M LAs ask officials for undue favours to sati sfy 
their ever-hungry polit ical supporters .  or when pol i t ic ians  
themselves misuse their office for personal gain. i t  can we l l  
be  imagined why so  many of them are half-hearted i n  the 
matter of proceeding with the prosecution of offic ial s  or 
others found gui lty of corrupt practices. Be that as it may, we 
earnest ly hope that a serious effort w i l l  be made by a l l  
concerned to r id  the country of the curse of  corruption, which 
not only makes l i fe more difficul t  and expens ive for the 
c it i zen , but a l so  adds to  the  general fru st ra t ion  and 
disaffection . destroys the people·  s morale . and makes the 
ad m i n i s t r a t i o n  m o re i n effi c i e n t  and i n e p t .  W h i l e  t h e  
Government must  be persuaded to  l aunch a ruthless campaign 
against all corrupt elements. part icu larly the more influential 
and powerful .  and. to this end, to free the ant i -corruption 
departments from al l  poli tical infl uence. the people must not 
only co-operate ful ly  with the investigating authorities, but 
also mob i l ise the sanction of publ ic opin ion against those 
who. for personal gai n .  are eat ing into the v itals of our 
governmental structure. 
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Dawn of Dictatorship 

25 July 1948 

Paid Publicity 

Whatever anyone m ight think of A l lama M ashri q i ' s  I ndo
Pakistan Is lam League and its pol itical programme, the latest 
decision of thi s  organ isation to offer payments to journals 
and j ourna l i s t s  propagat i ng its cause w i l l  be  r igh t ly  
condemned by  a l l ,  particularly by  journalists .  The provis ional 
executive committee of thi s  organi sation has drawn up an 
i nteresting schedule: newspaper correspondents are offered a 
minimum column rate of Rs .  3 for Engl i sh-language papers 
and Rs .  2 for Urdu papers; editors of weekl ies can expect Rs.  
60 per month; while editors of dail ies are open to claim Rs .  
1 50 per month ; and i f  some author pub l i shes a book 
promoting the cause of the I slam League he i s  entitled to 
receive anything from Rs. 1 00 to Rs .  5 ,000. The formulation 
of this scheme betrays the d isappointing reception which has 
met A l lama Mashriq i '  s l atest attempt to return to the pol itical 
arena; it can only be regarded as an undisgu i sed and blatant 
attempt to bribe and corrupt the Press <ind as such is unworthy 
of any pol i tical party or group. 

2 1 December 1 950 

Government Advertisements 

Every honest newspaperman should wholeheartedl y  endorse 
the stand taken by the Pakistan Newspapers '  Society on the 
subject of the d istribution of Government advert isements 
among local journals.  The Society demanded at its recent 
meeti ng in Lahore that there should be no d i scrimination 
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against any newspaper on the basis  of i ts  pol i c y .  and that the 
Governments should  a l l ocate a l l  the i r advert i se m e n t s  i n  
accordance w it h  t h e  journal "  s c ircu l at ion and i n fl uence.  I t  i s  
regret table  that  i t  shou l d  b e  neces sary to re i terate t h i s  
pr inciple  three years after the attainment o f  freedom. when i t  
i s  known that e v e n  t h e  B ri t i sh  Government of I n d i a  had bee n 
forced during i t s  last  few years to abandon the pol icy of 
mainta i n i ng a b l ack l i st and i ss u i ng adverti sements only to 
appro\ ed new spapers. 

Government advert i se ments  are i ntended to p u b l i c i se 
certain offi c ia l  decis ions or pol ic ies .  and th is  p urpose c annot 
properly be served i f  their  i s sue is  l arge l y  confi ne d  to only 
one section of the Press .  I t  should a lso be rea l i sed that  the 
money used for G overnment advert i sements comes from the 
p u b l i c  e x c hequer and not from the pr iv ate fu nds of the 
pol i tica l  party i n  power.  Apart from the fact t hat i t  i s  mora l ly 
wrong to use publ ic  fu nds for furthering the i nterests of a 
pol it ical  p arty .  d i scr im i nation i n  favour of. or against .  a 
j o u r n a l  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  of i t s  p o l i c y  i s  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  
Government subs id isation o f  the Press.  which i s  v irtua l l y  no 
different from a policy of bribery and blackma i l .  We si ncere ly 
hope that a l l  the Governments i n  Paki stan w i l l  ensure that .  in  
the future .  democra t i c  propr i e ty i n  t h i s  reg ard is  fu l l y  
safe g u arded.  a n d  that  t h e  nat ional  Pre s s  i s  treated w i th 
fai rness and i mpart i a l i t y .  

1 7  June 1951  

Dawn of Dictatorship 

Recently a Karac h i  contemporary chose to give grat u i tous 
advice to Lahore Pressmen on what they shou l d  and shou l d  
n o t  d o  o r  say about protect ing t h e  rights a n d  i n terests  o f  
j ou r n a l i s t s .  I n  a l o n g - \\ i n d e d  a n d  o b \ i o u s l y  i n s p i re d  
editorial-the l atter adject ive certai n l y  does not refer t o  the 
qual i ty of the writ i ng-the newspaper gave vent to i ts  i refu l  
surprise a t  the twenty-fi ve edi tors and journal i st s  w h o  had 
unanimously passed a re solution express ing t he i r  concern at 
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the unexplained arrest of four Lahore journal i st s .  asking 
Government to establ i sh in a court of law that the arrests 
were unconnected with the detenus · journal is t ic activ it ies ,  
and · demanding that a maintenance a l lowance shou l d  be 
sanctioned by Government for the dependents of the detained 
persons .  The meeting was cal led and pres ided over by the 
editor of the local Zamindar, who at the t ime was also Acting 
President of the PNEC. Further. the resolut ion adopted at the 
meeting was drafted and moved by Maulana Akhtar Al i  Khan; 
and after considerable  di scussion and certain amendments. i t  
was unanimously approved by a gathering representing a 
variety of pol i t ical views and pol icies .  In this  innocuous effort 
to safeguard the rights of journal i sts .  the Karachi newspaper 
has seen an attempt to flout the _code of the PNEC, he lp those 
who seek to disrupt or subvert the S tate, and weaken the 
forces of l aw and order. 

In the first place, it is palpably incorrect to describe-by the 
use of mal icious hints and innuendoes-the Lahore journalists' 
meeting as the result of clever manoeuvring by a few 'designing' 
individuals. This assumption i s  not only false-as proved by 
facts and the clear. if mild.  statement of the gentleman who 
convened the meeting-but it is  also an extremely unkind 
reflect ion on a l arge number of leading members of the 
profession. We need hardly deal with the Karachi newspaper' s 
projection of the PNEC into a discussion which equally  concerns 
al l  newspapers and journali sts, except to point out that what the 
PNEC says on a certain subject cannot be accepted as final and 
immutable. It is of interest, however, to examine some of the 
contradictions that arise from this side-debate. Maulana Akhtar 
Al i  Khan states that the Government is bound to consul t  a Press 
Advisory Committee 'before depriving a journali st of his l iberty,' 
whi le the stand taken by the PNEC ' s  main pi l lar i s  that the so

called Gentlemen' s  Agreement refers only to the rights of 
journals and not to those of journalists . A l ittle more stress on 
this point and the Karachi newspaper w i l l  be arming the 
Government with a brand new weapon for encroaching upon the 
freedom of the Press-wi th the PNEC' s  special  blessings. 

663 



664 

Pakistan: The First Twelve Years 

Further. the main  argu ment of the Karach i  newspaper i s  
that new spapers and journal i st s  can only  e njoy rights and 
pr i\' i leges w h i c h  apply equal l y  to Paki stan · s  most  l o w l y  
c i t i zen s .  With thi s we whole-hearted l y  agree.  a n d  h asten to 
point out t h at we ha\'e a l \\ ays supported the e lementary 
princ ip le  of democrac y :  that no person should be deprived of 
h i s  freedom \\ ithout a proper charge a nd a fai r  j udic ia l  tri a l . 
B u t  i n  the same paragraph.  our Karac h i  conte mporary goes 
on to relate that the P '.\ EC has secured a spec i al pri Y i lege for 
t h e  P r e s s  i n  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t " s g u a r a n t e e - w h i c h .  
i n c i dental ly .  i s  q u ite often i g nored-that action against  a 
j ou r n a l  u n d e r  t h e  S afe ty L a w s  w o u l d  be p re c e d e d  by 
consul tation \\ i th the local  Press  Ad\ i sory Committee . The 
P N EC has a l so demanded. it is said. t h at when such act ion i s  
taken the case sho u l d  be referred · to a j udic ial  authority not 
l ower than that of a H igh Court J u dge · .  Is  this K arach i  d ai l y  
o r  t h e  P N EC prepared t o  demand a s i m i l ar tr ial  b y  peers . o r  
review b y  a High Court J udge . i n  t h e  case o f  every detenu? 
Last ly .  w it h  regard to the quest ion of repo s i n g fai t h  i n  
Government"  s poss ib le  announcement about the reasons for 
arre st ing j o u rn a l i st s .  the newspaper has · no hesi tat ion i n  
say i ng that as long as t h e  Par l i ament keeps t h e  G overn me n t  
vested wi th  emergency powers. and a s  l o n g  a s  a Government 
remains i n  office.  the people have no other choice but to 
accept the G O\ ernment " s  words i n  such case s . · That this i s  
arrant balderdash h a s  been convincingly  proved i n  the repl y  
g i ve n  b y  t h e  edi tor of t h e  Zw11indar. I n  fact .  t h e  comments 
m ade by the K arac h i  new spaper i tse l f  on the use of the S afety 
Laws i n  S imi and on the Prm i n c i a l  Gm ernment ' s  rout ine 

e x p l anations.  s how that this argument i s .  to say the least,  
spec ious .  I t  is  a l so an extremely dangerous theory for. taken 
to i ts  logical conc l u sion .  i t  would mean that no word of 
cri t ic i sm should eyer be ut tered-e xpect.  perhaps. at e l ection 
t i me-and that e \ er: statement of ,\lessrs Qaiyum. Daul tana. 
and Khu hro should he treated as the gospel truth .  

I t  i s  not  p o s s i b l e  for u s  to deal  thoro u g h l y  wi th  the 
new spaper· s attempt to br ing i n  the R awalpindi  Conspiracy 
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Case, for the matter is sub Judice and comments on i t s  nature 
or implicat ions should be reserved unt i l  after the trial .  But i t  
i s  necessary to point out  that when, even in  such a serious 
case. Government has not chosen to i mprison the accused 
summarily for an i ndefin i te period, but has taken the right 
step of holding a j udicial  trial . we see I i tt le reason for denying 
this basic right to those whose al leged crimes cannot possibly 
be so grave. The editor of the Karachi newspaper should also 
be aware of the fact that the round-up of Communists and 
Left is ts  was-it is known on the Government ' s  authority-in 
no way connected with the Conspiracy Case ;  and, further, no 
one in authori ty has yet said that the arrest of the Lahore 
journal i sts was a part of the general round-up, nor has any 
other explanation been g iven . Final ly ,  we would l i ke to 
reiterate our firm stand that arrest on mere suspicion i s  a 
blatant denial of j ustice, and that prolonged detention without 
charge or trial is an unmit igated ev i l :  and we look forward 
hopefu l l y  to the day when the ru lers of Paki stan w i l l  
d i smantle the ex i st ing structure of oppress ive l aws that 
d isfigures our l and. A l i tt le study of world h istory, and a 
l i t t le serious thought, should convince al l  democrats that the 
doctrines propagated by our Karachi contemporary cannot 
lead our country to the untrammel led democracy promised 
by the Founder of the S tate, for they c learly seem to aim at 
ushering in the dawn of d ictatorship. 

29 September 1951 

Karachi Editors ' Statement 

The Press debate occasioned by Radio Paki stan ' s  tampering 
with M i ss Fatima J innah ' s  speech on the Quaid-i -Azam' s 
death anni versary has been g i ven a new twist by the editors 
of e ight Karachi newspapers . Taki ng it upon themselves to 
speak as representatives of the Press in  the Federal Capital , 
these editors have i ssued a vaguely-worded statement which 
apparently seeks to create the false i mpression that those who 
endorsed Miss J i nnah ' s  protes t  over the mutilation of her 
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broadcast. and took up the demand that Radio Pakistan should 
make proper amends to the Khatoon- i -Pakistan. were in  some 
\vay gui l ty of encouraging di sruption of Paki stan ·s national 
unity. It is palpably wrong and unfair to al lege-as has been 
done. presumably in  an effort to cloud the i ssue-that any 
section of  the Press in Paki stan has forgotten t he grave 
dangers of the present  na t iona l  emergency . The j o i n t  
statement goes o n  t o  stress two main points :  fi rstly. that no 
i ssue should be a l lowed to come in the way of absolute 
na t i ona l  u n i t y .  and second l y .  a ft e r  dec l a r i ng  t h e i r  
determination t o  oppose · any attempt t o  disrupt national unity 
i n  a manner which brings comfort and cheer to the enemy . '  
the  e i gh t  ed i tors brave ly  pro c l a i m  tha t  they have  an  
undeniable right · to express their opinions freely no matter 
with what officia l  or non-official opinion they may be i n  
confl ict .  provided that such opinions are expressed wi th due 
respect and are subject to law. moral i ty and security of the 
State . ·  

The two princ ip les  enunc iated are u nexcept ionab le .  
Di sruption of national unity should be opposed-whether o r  
no t  i t  brings comfort and  cheer to the enemy-and ful l  
freedom of expression maintained by the Press .  But  i t  should 
also be rea l i sed that these principles cannot be given one
sided appl ication. nor can the question of what amounts to 
di sruption of national unity be left to the decis ion of a die
hard bureaucrat or a group of editors . S imi l arly .  breaches of 
law or act ions dangerous to the securi ty of the State can only 
be determined by a court of law. Self- appointed censors, and 
clai mants to a monopoly of patriot ism.  can only do a great 

deal of harm and l i ttle good. Finally. to see its u tter inaneness, 
the Karach i  editors · jo int statement  must be read in the 
context of the local happenings that obviously prompted it. 
Seen in this l ight. i t  i s  clear that the right to speak freely 
claimed by the eight editors has not been used: instead. certain 
h in t s  have been made which can not be a l lowed to go 
uncontested. The statement. for i nstance. seems to imply that 
the protest against the partial blackout by Radio Pakistan of 
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M i ss J i nnah ' s  speech-i f not  the whole speech i t se l f-was 
di sruptive of national unity.  Further. as far as we are aware, 
it has never been suggested by anyone that M iss J innah· s 
speeches or actions are above cri t ic ism.  If the newspapers 
concerned consider her act iv it ies object ionable in any way. 
they shou ld have the courage to say so open ly, instead of 
mouthing vague genera l i t ies and ins inuations. They should. 
further, al so grant everyone else the right to cri t ic i se wi th 
equal freedom the views of the ir journals or the shortcomings 
of Government servants and pol i t ical leaders. We do not know 
if  any special local factors have provoked the eight newspaper 
editors to i ssue th is  pecul iar statement ;  but, in any case, one 
is constrained to remark that they seem to have served no 
useful purpose whatsoever. 

9 October 1 95 1  

PNEC Affairs 

The Bahawalpur session of the Paki stan Newspaper Editors ' 
Conference has spl i t  the organisation wide open. Fol lowing 
acute d i fferences over the election of a new pres ident. a l arge 
number of edi tors have resigned from the PNEC, leaving a 
smal l  rump whose cl a im to speak on behalf of the national 
Press  can hardly  be taken serious ly .  Unl ike the earl ier rift ,  
which came to  a head about eighteen months ago over the 
quest ion of the appl ication of the Safety Act to Pak istani 
newspapers-and u l t i mately led to the format ion of the 
A-PNEC-the present development does not seem to be 
connected in  the remotest way with any matter of principle, 
or any question concerning the interests of  our national Press .  
Detailed reports of the proceedings at Bahawalpur reveal that 
the recent PNEC sess ion was conducted i n  an atmosphere 

heavy with i ntrigue and ch icanery, where fact ions were 
formed on the bas i s  of personal l ikes or d is l ikes,  and where 
support for candidates was bartered for offices or promises of 
a p lace on delegations invi ted to foreign lands. No defi n i te 
pri nc i p le s  of  any sort gu ided the de l i berat ions  of the 
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assembled edi tors . many of \\ horn admi ttedly represented 
j ournal s that are now defunc t  or can be c las s i fi ed  as 
newspapers for technical reasons only.  and many of the 
resolutions adopted were sponsored and accepted merely for 
purposes of propaganda. The Altaf-Rashdi correspondence. 
in  which charges and counter-charges of the most serious 
nature ha,·e been bandied about wi th complete abandon. 
throws further unflatteri ng l ight on the functioning of an 
organ i sa t ion  which sought to be regarded as  t he sole 
representative of Pakistan· s newspaper editors and was treated 
as such by the Gowrnment. Resist ing the temptation to d i late 
upon the exposure of the PNEC ' s  misdeeds made by the war 
of words between two of its former p i l lars. we would l i ke to 
draw the attention of al l  concerned to the grave consequences 
that can result from the present d isgraceful s i tuation. 

Recent  deve lopments  pro v ide further proof of  the  
correctness of  the  stand taken by those who seceded from the 
original organi sation to form the A-PNEC.  for as we said on 
that occas ion. the PNEC had b l indly begun · to champion the 
pol ic ies of the Government in power in preference to the 
wishes of the public or the interests of the Press . ·  and that as 
such i t  was bound " to dis integrate. for al l  opportunism leads 
to factional ism. · It i s  not our i ntention. however. to g loat 
over the PNEC '  s unenviable predicament. but to stress the 
urgent need for restori ng the organi sational un i ty of our 
national Press .  This .  as experience has c learly shown, can be 
brought about and made to last only if it is based on a c lear 
u nderstanding of the princip les  which should  govern a 
professional  organ i sation of t h i s  sort . On o ur part we firmly 
believe that a newspaper organisation · s  prime duty should be 
to guarantee and presen e the freedom and i ntegrity of the 
Press.  for otherwise it cannot effectiwly perform its duty 
towards the people or the State . Part icularly in view of what 
has happened in the pas t .  it is e s sen t ia l  that  such  an 
organisation should confine its membership  to the edi tors of 
genuine newspapers. so that the buying and sell i ng of votes, 
and the jockey ing for posit ions. can be restricted even if they 
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cannot altogether he e l iminated. Any effort made to form an 
organi sation on these l i nes wi l l  merit the support of a l l  those 
who are interested in estab li sh ing and maintai ning the dign ity 
of our national Press- inside Pakistan as wel l as outside. M r  
Al taf Husain ·  s reference t o  the opinions expressed b y  the 
members of such a conservative body as the Commonwealth 
Press Union about the Press Advisory system shows where 
we stand today. It is the obvious duty of the Press and the 
Government of Pakistan to remedy th i s  unhappy state of 
affairs .  

1 7  November 1953 

Karachi 's Cold War 

The prolonged cold  war between two Karachi newspapers
Dawn and the Times of Karachi-both reflect ing and taking 
advantage of the tussle for power of rival factions ins ide the 
Mus l im League, has taken a serious turn with the Central 
Governme n t ' s dec i s i o n  to w i thdraw a l l  G overnment  
adverti sements from Dawn and i t s  adj unct the Evening Star, 

to stop purchasing copies of these newspapers, and to deny 
their representatives the fac i l i t ies normal l y  g iven by the 
Government to all journali sts .  Thi s  drastic action has been 
taken, the offic ial Press  Note states, because the writings of 
these two newspapers ' transgress the bounds of legit imate 
criticism-they tend directly to bri ng Government i nto hatred 
and contempt and set one section of the people in the country 
against the other. · It seems most l ikely that legal proceedings 
will also be instituted against the newspapers, for the offences 
outl ined by Government are puni shable under the Press Act 
as wel l  as under the ordinary l aw.  While in recent years we 
have seldom found i t  possible to agree with the pol icy of the 
Karach i  Dawn, and we strongly d isapprove of the manner in 
which i t  has conducted wel l-planned smear campaigns against 
certa i n  po l i t i c i an s  and newspapers , the three-pronged 
Government attack on Dawn and i ts assoc iate i s ,  in  our 
opinion, both undemocratic and i l l -advised. I t  is  true, of 
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course. that in the past other newspaper-, have suffered far 
more after being charged wi th  crimes of lesser grav i ty :  but 

the existence of s im i l ar or \nirse precedents does not provide 

any jus t i ficati on for the present Gon� rnment " s  current action. 

nor can our d ifference-, \\ ith Dmrn-\\'h ich  i nc l ude that 

newspaper ·  s hos t i  le  att itude towards t he ' ic t ims of executive 

action u nder an earl ier reg ime-persuade u-,  to cnndone \\ hat 

amounts to restri ct ion of  Pres-,  freedom by ex'-y u t in' fi at . 
The ban on  the purchase of Du1rn for GU\ ernrnent  u t't ' L' C "  i s  
a m inor i ssue : hu t  w i t h  regard tn GO\ crnmcnt adv e n i -.crn.cn ts .  
we hold.  i n  company \\ i th  the \ ast majority o l  P'.1j,_ i s ian · s  

newspapers . that thc',e shou ld be i s-.;ued o n  ; 1  corn rncrc ial  

bas is  and should ne\ er he med to i n fl uence 1 \• ,  p1) l i cy of a 

newspaper. The denia 1 to Dmrn · 1 representat 1 \ L" ' ,if access to 
Govern ment offices ;rnd . 1 ffi c i a l  Press  confrren u.: s h an even 

more reprehe ihibk act  ot d iscr i m inat ion.  \\ h i ch  can neither 

be j ust ified nor exp l a ined .  S i nce .  as i ncl ic ; i l l:'d h� t he offic ia l  
Press Note on the subject .  i t  seems that t l J L' Gm ernment  are 
goi ng to prosecute the nn\ spapers concer: ; L'.J no other act ion 

was cal l ed for at th is  stage. and i t  '' ou ld  l i . i \  t' been proper to 

'' a i t  fo r j u d i c i a l  c o n fi rm a t i o n  o f  t h e  cha rge s  before 

proceeding: to pun i sh the l1C\\ spapers. 

We have. h i therto . . '<' 1r : 1 i ned from comment ing  on the 

controversies which two sect ions of t he Karach i  Press  have 
sponsored i n  recen t  ' '  L' L· k s .  and t he  dep lorab le  l ack  o f  
decoru m with \Vh ich  the debates haw been conducted. i n  the 
hope that  the s torm would be a l lowed to die out before i t  had 

done any great damage. Every newspaper u ndoubtedl y  has 
thl' righ t  to speak frank. I )  lln nat i o n a l  i s sul's .  to cr i t ic i se thosl'. 
wi th  whom it does not agree.  and to seek publ i c  s upport for 
i t s  o w n  o p i n i o ns . B u t  w h e n  v i t r i o l i c  abuse  and  w i l d .  
defamatory a l legat ions replace arguments and facts .  when 
newspaper edi tors i ntr igue against one other on the lowest 

possible lewl .  when publ i c  meet ing-, are sponsored by them 
and copies of ne\\ -.,papers arc ceremoniously burnt by r ival 
fact ions . the  ne\\ spapers cu 1 1 , ·crncd ma) he said to have 
abdicated the ir  proper function .  l i s  perfect l y  c lear a lso that .  
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by such mal icious campaigns. they serve ne i ther the in terests 
of the country nor of the Press .  The fact that unscrupulous 
political factions, for their own ends, fan the flames of such 
c on trovers i e s  m ay e x p l a in  some of the unhappy 
deve lopments ;  bu t  i t  provides no  extenuation whatsoever for 
the newspaper ed i tors , whose loya l ty  to  the e th ics  of  
journal i sm and the  princ iples  to  which  they  are pledged 
should always transcend the al legiance they may owe to a 
pol i t ical  group or party . We earnestly appeal to those of our 
Karachi contemporaries who are involved in the regrettable 
cold war to return to the path of san ity and-forgett ing the 
ugly past-help thereby to restore the dignity of the national 
Press and rehabi l itate i ts prestige. We would also urge the 
Central Government to withdraw i ts decision to take executive 
action against Dmrn and to proceed against the newspaper
if thi s  is necessary and unavoidable-only in stric t  accordance 
with the normal l aw of the l and.  
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I.  THE MIDDLE EAST 

I O  December 1 947 

Arab Resolve 

Decis ions of the greatest i mportance not on ly  to the future of 
Palestine and the Middle East , but that of the whole world ,  
wi l l  be  taken by the Poli tical Counci l  of the Arab League 
which began the most momentous session of its short l i fe i n  
Cairo on Monday. Whi l e  the meetings are being held i n  strict 
secrecy,  and no final dec is ion is l i kely to emerge for a day or 
two. the leaders of the Arab States have not minced words i n  
rei terating their stand regarding Palestine. I n  t h i s  they are 
whole-heartedly supported by the Arab people, who have 
never made any secret of their intention to resist by force any 
dec i s i on which was unj us t  and unfa ir  to the Arabs of  
Palestine, both Christian and Mus l im .  The Arab resolve to  
fight for the freedom of Palestine, which i s  and has been for 
centuries a predominantly Arab country , has the support and 
the sympathy not only  of the Mus l im world but of many 
other democratic  countries .  The sudden activation of the Big 
Powers i n  the UNO over Pal e s t i ne ,  when they were 
s lumbering peaceful ly  over the Indonesian i ssue and various 
other matters, betrays a disconcerting s imi larity to the ways 
of the Geneva League, which first provided sui table cover 
for Bri t i sh machinations in  the M iddle East. The decision, 
which was arrived at with the help of al l  the bribery and 
blackmail that certain Powers were capable of, neither has 
the moral sanction of world opinion behind i t  nor can be 
just ified on the principles to uphold which the UNO was 
formed . The UNO has not yet taken any formal decision on 
how it in tends enforc ing i ts dec i sion in  Palest ine .  It 1s, 
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therefore , impossible to foretell the course of future events. 
But war seems inev i table unless the UNO can be moved to 
reconsider its posit ion. Skirmishes between Jews and Arabs 
have already begun in Palestine and are finding an echo in 
p l aces  as far off as Germany and Pers i a .  The Jewi sh  
Hagannah and the various i l l egal Jewish organisat ions are 
feverishly completing their preparat ions for war. They seek 
to consol i date the posi t ion which twenty-five  years of 
aggression under Brit ish auspices has given them and which 
is now sanct ified by a UNO vote: the I rgun has already 
declared its aim of l iberating the whole of Palestine, and in 
their d istorted notion of geography the ' whole of Palest ine' 
i nc ludes Transjordan . The fact that B ri tain .  despite its present 
neutral i ty ,  has been l i sted in the Jewish Roll of Honour of the 
thirty-three countries responsible for the UNO decis ion,  
shows w h e re t h i �  c oun t ry re a l l y  s t an d s .  The B ri t i s h  
administration has expressed i ts determination t o  maintain 
l aw and order: i ts first step-sign i ficantly-has been the 
disarming of Arabs in the Palestine police. An agency report 
shows that the United States is busy sounding out countries 
l ike China regarding their abi l i ty to prov ide troops to form 
the ' international police force '  which i s  probably meant to 
rep lace the Brit ish Army. The Arab League w i l l  decide what 
steps to t ake to fight the international conspiracy which seeks 
to perpetuate the artificial ly-fostered Jewish advantage in 
Palestine. Whatever measures i t  adopts wi l l  be supported by 
every single Arab throughout the world, and wi l l  also have 
the backing of many other countries .  The pages of h istory 
that record B ri tain ' s . and now America ' s .  role in  the Middle 
East are smeared wi th o i l  and blood. If the Big Powers do not 
see the fol ly of  their p lans .  if the Ll\O does not give up its 
policy of treat ing the Jews as i ts pet ch i ldren .  then for many 
a month more b lood than oi l  wi l l  flow in the Middle East. 
And the flow of oil to the West may stop altogether. For, 
whatever the outcome of the Palestine tangle. even the most 
backward countries of Asia are beginning to real i se that 
foreign penetration. whether i t  comes armed wi th guns and 
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aeroplanes or in the shape of goodwi l l  m1ssHms  equipped 
with dol lars , brings in its train economic exploitation and, if  
necessary, po l i t i ca l  subj ugat ion . A reorientat i o n  of the 
re lations of the Asiat ic countries with those of the West wi l l  
and must  take p lace. 

8 October 1950 

Israeli Aggression 

Israe l ' s i l legal and unauthorised occupation of a strategically 
and economica l l y  i mportant part of J ordan ' s  terri tory, 
significantly l ying to the east of the River Jordan. is only the 
l atest act of aggression on the part of the Jewish S tate. Founded 
on fraud and nurtured on Western imperialism ' s  desire to 
possess a safe base in the M iddle East, I srael ,  since her very 
inception, has acted on the imperial ist principles of deceit and 
aggression. Adroitly supported by America and other Western 
nations, Israel has been al lowed to annex large territories that 
had been regarded as Arab even under the u njust UN plan for 
the part ition of Palestine. S ince then, thousands of Arabs have 
been forcibly driven out of their homes in the Jewish-controlled 
parts of Palestine, while  those who remain may suffer the 
same fate whenever their departure is considered expedient by 
the masters of Zionism. Even those Arabs who are recogni sed 
as ful l-fledged c itizens are not, in  actual practice, free from 
vicious racial discrimination and persecution in  a S tate that 
was ostensibly set up as a refuge for the v ictims of similar 
rac ism. Having consolidated herself with the help of influential 
and moneyed friends, Israel has now begun to spread her 
tentacle s  even beyond the former borders of Palest ine ,  
presumably i n  accordance with Jewi sh plans to dominate the 
western seaboard of the Middle East. The Israeli contention 
that Jordan had agreed to the transfer of the territory involved 
during the Rhodes Talks has been proved utterly false by 
documentary evidence and the independent testimony of Mr 
Ralph Bunche, former UN Mediator in  Palestine, who has 
described the Israe l i  claim as ' truthless and unfounded' .  
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Despite Jordan ·s past betrayals and the ex1stmg in ter
State differences. the Arab world is expected to stand by the 
Arab K ingdom in a l l  attempts made to regain the occupied 
territory. It is interesting to note, however. that Jordan ' s  
complaint t o  the UN has not been causing anyone s leepless 
n ights at Lake Success. nor has her appeal to B ritain. France 
and America produced a sat i sfactory response. Those who 
professed to support the so-cal led U N  action in Korea i n  
order to create a healthy precedent for prompt action against 
aggression have been provided one more example of a case 
of wanton aggress ion being de l i berately i gnored by the 
Western Powers merely because it suih their  own ends.  
Instead of going to Jordan ' s  help under the Anglo-Jordan 
Treaty . B ritain has advi sed its protege to take no hasty steps 
and to refrain from mi l itary action . In  the meantime, efforts 
are being m ade to keep the matter out of the Security Counci l  
and instead. to refer i t  to the Ul\ Armistice Commission for 
Palest ine .  Jordan · s subordinat ion to B ri ta in prevents the 
Amman Government from taking the resolute action that the 
s ituation cal l s  for. If the Anglo-Americans so desire, this 
may cost the Arab world another s l ice of territory and l ay the 
basis  for further Israel i  aggression. Whatever the outcome of 
this latest cris is  in  the \1iddle East. it provides one more 
instance to show that, as long as the Western Powers dominate 
this area. e i ther directly or through l ocal potentates. the Arab 
peoples w i l l  find neither peace nor progress nor real freedom. 

22 July 1 9 5 1  

Middle East Assassination 

The assass ination of King Abdul lah of Jordan i s  the l atest
and the second one \V i th in a week-of a long series  of 
poli t ical m urders that have taken place in  the M iddle East 
countries during recent years. FiYe days ago. Riad Bey el 
Solh. a former Premier of the Lebanon. was k i l led at Amman, 
al legedly by a group of Syrian National ish who held the ex
Premier responsible for the death of one of their leaders. It is 
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ironic that, only a day before he himself fel l  a v1ct1m to 
political vendetta, King Abdul lah-in what was probably his 
last public proclamation-had deplored Riad Bey ' s  death and 
decl ared that he would not tolerate mischief-makers and 
terrorists. M urder as a political weapon merits the unreserved 
condemnation of every sane person, and no c ircumstances 
can be held to extenuate a dastardl y  crime which offends 
against both moral ity and political sense. It is not enough, 
however, to condemn such acts and dismiss them as the result 
of an individual ' s  aberration; it is at l east equal ly important 
to probe the factors that help to create an atmosphere in 
which otherwise normal human beings tum to terrorism. 

In the Middle East today, genuine democracy hardly 
exists anywhere. The political scene i s  dominated by factions 
rev o l v i n g  round feu d al potentate s .  Educat ion a l l y  and 
pol itically  backward, and with no tradition of  democratic 
political functioning, the people find themselves helplessly 
caught in  a morass of intrigue and corruption, unable to 
change the existing conditions or even to make their voice 
heard. The existence of direct foreign control in many Arab 
countries, and the active presence of foreign agents and spies 
in nearly a l l ,  make the situation even more confused. In these 
circumstances, particul arly when major upheavals take p lace, 
the absence of normal  po l i tical  channels l eads to mass 
discontent and frustration, which in tum tend to promote the 
cult of the dagger and the bomb.  The Arab world is involved 
in a tense struggle for freedom. This struggle is neither a 
straight nor a c lean fight; but it is clear that, unless it is 
final ly won, the confusion and chaos that today make the 
Middle East a breeding ground for political assassins wi l l  not 
be completely e l iminated. Therefore, those who wish to see 
an end to political terrorism in the Middle East must devote 
themselves to the cause of l iberating the Arab States from the 
shackles of i mperialism and its agents. 

If King Abdul lah'  s murder was, as reported, a political 
act, the reasons which led to it are well known. The Ruler of 
Jordan was a ' loyal a ll y '  of the British, who subsidised his 
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Government, equipped and contro l led h i s  army,  used h i s  
country ' s  mi l i tary bases. and determined h is  State pol icies .  
King Abdu l l ah ' s  l oyalty to Britain could not make him a 
popular figure among the Arabs. but he earned the hatred of 
many primaril y  for his role i n  the Pales t in ian war. The 
annexation of a l arge part of Palestine, the Arab Legion ' s  
refusal to co-operate wi th other Arab armies,  and h is  reported 
secret deals with Israel incensed Arab opinion even more 
than King Abdull ah '  s pet ambition to rule  over 'Greater 
Syria ' . Thus. if it is correct that the assassin was a Palest inian 
Arab who had fought in the war that was started to prevent 
his country ' s  v ivisection, but ended in i ts d isappearance from 
the map of the world,  h i s  act of madness can be understood, 
even though i t  cannot be justified. This explanation cannot, 
however, be accepted as the truth unless it i s  confirmed by 
i ndependent sources. I t  is of in terest that the Crown Prince 
was also dissatisfied wi th his father ' s  pro-British pol ic ies ,  
and had quarrel led wi th both G lubb Pasha and the Premier 
during King Abdul l ah ' s  absence from Jordan some months 
ago. I t  i s  now learnt that a younger son has been appointed 
Regent-by whom it i s  not known-and the Crown Prince is 
reported to be e i ther i l l  or out of the country. Whatever e lse 
a l l  this may mean only t ime w i l l  te l l ,  but i t  is obvious that i f  
future trouble i s  t o  b e  avoided, the question o f  succession t o  
the throne must b e  decided b y  the people o f  Jordan and not 
by the former Ruler ' s  British advisers . 

19 July 1 952 

Mossadeq's Exit 

The res ignation of Dr Mossadeq, its acceptance by the Shah 
of Iran, and the hasty appointment of a new Prime Min ister, 
w i l l  be regarded as grave news by all those who have watched 
Iran 's struggle for l iberati on with genuine sympathy. Detai l s  
are not yet avail able ,  but it i s  said that Dr Mossadeq was 
compe lled to abandon the attempt to form a new Min istry 
because the Shah refused to allow h im to function as both 
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Prime Minister and M in ister of War, insist ing that the l atter 
office should be held by a senior Army officer. Although this 
c lash, which i ndicates the Shah ' s  desire to have direct control 
over the Government through the Army,  m ight have brought 
the cri s i s  to a head, there are good grounds for be l ieving that 
a number of other factors were working against Dr Mossadeq. 
It is wel l  known, for instance, that s ince the fai lure of the 
St ikes and Harriman m issions l ast  year, the Brit ish have been 
working very h ard to d i s l odge the author of the O i l  
N at i ona l i s at i o n  Law fro m  offi ce  and  to  secure t h e  
appointment o f  a successor who would be more amenable to 
Brit ish demands.  And, al though Dr Mossadeq had accepted 
US mi l itary aid and American orders about not se l ling o i l  to 
the Social ist countries, in recent weeks Washington seemed 
to be getting impatient with h i s  continued refusal to al low the 
Bri t i sh to return to Iran and re-estab l i sh their control over the 
country ' s  oil industry. There were also many local pol i t ic ians 
who saw in Dr Mossadeq a rival more dangerous than others, 
because his fight for oil national i sation had won him a popular 
support which few Iranian Premiers have enjoyed in recent 
years.  Whi le  Dr Mossadeq, not  u nnatural ly ,  had m any  
enemies working for h i s  downfal l ,  he would probably have  
surv ived their i ntrigues and machinat ions if, i n  the  post
nationali sation period, he had res isted the British blockade 
and t h e  Amer i can  boyco t t  w i th t h e  b o l dn e s s  w h i c h  
characterised h i s  earl i er fight against Bri t i sh pressure and 
threats. 

Be that as it may, while London and Washington wi l l  
rejoice at Dr  Mossadeq ' s  exit ,  his departure at th i s  stage can 
only be v iewed by the people of Iran and their friends with 
concern. The fact that he has v irtual ly  been driven out of 
office, and that he is  succeeded by a person whose pro-Brit ish 
procl iv i t ies are no secret, further strengthens the suspicion 
that Dr Mossadeq ' s  removal from office is not a normal 
polit ical development, and that i t  portends events which may 
put the clock back in Iran. Those who disapproved of Dr 
Mossadeq 's pol icy,  not because of i t s  ineffectiveness in  
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certain matters but because i t  sought to free Iran from foreign 
control .  may argue that s ince Parl i ament ' s  support of the 
Mossadeq group was half-hearted. the Shah ' s  action in  
appoint ing a new Premier i s  unexceptionable.  I t  needs to be  
real i sed that the Iranian Parl i ament . w i th  i t s  comp l icated 
election procedure and with many of its seats st i l l  vacant, 
does not ful ly  represent the wi l l  of the people .  Further, Dr 
Mossadeq.  un l i ke  h i s  Parl iamentary opponents ,  enjoys  
considerable mass support. which had dec l ined to some extent 
only because of the feel ing that he m ight t i re of the burden 
and seek a compromise w ith the Brit ish oil interests. It can 
also be said wi th certainty that. even if the Shah ' s  support 
allows Mr Ahmed Quavam Sultaneh to get the Parliamentary 
votes necessary to instal h im in office, he w i l l  face a hostile 
nat ion.  convinced by past experience that the new Prime 
Min ister w i l l  go as far towards appeasing the B rit ish as he 
dare . Iran today finds herself in a dangerous s ituation . Not 
only i s  i t  l ikely that the Bri t ish will start a renewed offensive 
to regain the ir lost possessions, but the threat of serious  
in ternal c leavage now hangs over the country 's  future. Iran 
faces a cri s i s  which can be saved only by the peopl e ' s  
determinat ion not t o  surrender the gains o f  last  year and not 
to give up their struggle for fu l l  freedom. 

4 February 1 958 

Arab Unity 

The procl amation last Friday of the United Arab Republic, 
merg i ng Egypt and S yria. takes the Arab peopl e s  a big step 
nearer to the reali sation of their dream of Arab unity. The 
hope of welding together the Arab lands. of restoring in some 
form the un i ty destroyed long centuries ago by successful 
alien invasions and internal d issensions,  has always inspired 
Arab national i sts and found an echo in  the hearts of the people 
of every Arab country .  H itherto , p lans  for the furtherance of 
this ideal have only exci ted academic interest .  because most 
of the peoples concerned were l i v i ng e ither under direct 
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foreign rule or under protected Kingdoms and S heikhdoms. 
B u t  in recen t  years ,  w i t h  the gradua l  w i t hdrawa l  o f  
imperia l i sm from different  parts of t h e  Arab world, i t s  
unification has  increasingly been looked upon as a practical 
proposition. Of course, many obstacles  sti l l  remain-the most 
potent being the part t hat foreign governments can sti l l  play 
in moulding the policies of  Arab S tates ,  and the ex i stence of 
a large number of principal i t ies whose rul e rs owe their ri se to 
foreign help and are, therefore, incl ined to depend for support 
and sustenance on their fore ign friends rather than on their 
own people .  In fact t i l l  a few years ago certain fore ign powers 
enjoyed such a position of infl uence in the Middle East that 
plans and proposals  were put forward in the name of Arab 
uni ty with the purpose of creat ing a unity of bondage; but 
most of these plans ult imate ly foundered on the rock of the 
people ' s  res istance to imperia l i sm 

Meanwhi le ,  serious efforts to i ntegrate the Arab world 
have continued: and now the first tangib le  move in th i s  
direction has  been made by Egypt and Syria-significant ly,  
at the instance of the smaller  S tate. With the unanimous 
approval of  the two Governments, the countries have been 
j oined together to form a unified S tate which w i l l  have a 
s ingle Government and Parliament, one army, a common 
currency, and a customs union: further detai l s  have not yet 
been revealed.  The merger p lan wi l l  be rat i fied by the 
Parl i aments of the two countries within the next day or two, 
and w i l l  then be submitted to the people  for their opinion in 
separate  refe rendums .  The favourab l e  demons tra t ions  
wi tnessed in Cairo and  Damascus ensure that i t  wi l l  be 
acc la imed with v irtual unanimity by both the Egyptian and 
the Syrian e lectorates .  It can, thus, be said that there is l it t le 
or no possibi l i ty of internal pol i t ical differences j eopardising 
the p lan. The administrative aspect of the merger may cause 
some anx ie ty ,  b u t  none of the l i ke l y  d i ffi c u l t i e s  are 
insurmountab le .  S ince Syria and Egypt are not contiguous to 
each other, the new State wil l  present a picture not unli ke 
that of Pakistan . The constitutional problems that we have 
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had to face as a resul t  of the country being spl i t  in  two 
separate parts wi l l  probably arise in the case of the new Arab 
State also. However. it w i l l  be more frui tful to discuss these 
issues when the exact nature of the const i tut ional scheme 
decided upon by the two Governments has been made publ ic .  
Whatever the solution they may agree upon. every friend of 
Arab freedom w i l l  hope that i t  w i l l  be based on two 
fundamental principles-a recogni t ion of the just rights of  
each region. and the grant of  fu l l  democratic freedom to the 
people. 

Al though the reac t ions  created by the U n i ted Arab 
Republic among neighbouring States and the rest of the world 
have not yet assumed final shape. certain defin ite signs are 
a lready avai l ab le .  The King of Jordan , for example ,  i s  
reported to have invi ted the K ings of  Saudi Arabia and Iraq 
to join in  a counter-move by forming a confederation of the i r  
three S tates .  On the other hand. Yemen i s  sa id  to have 
expressed i ts wi l l ingness to join the UAR on a federal bas i s ,  
whi le  the people of Lebanon seem to favour i ts amalgamation 
wi th the new Arab S tate. With regard to the motives of the 
authors of the merger p lan .  world opin ion i s  sharpl y  divided. 
Some Western commentators interpret the deci sion as a pro
Communis t  measure which seeks to create a broad base for 
co-operation wi th the Soviet Union; others v iew i t  as an anti
Communist manoeuvre guided by Pres ident Nasser' s desire 
to prevent Syria from becoming too friendly with the USSR.  
Comment i n  the Social i s t  countries i s  too guarded to a l low 
any positive conclusions. Whatever the outside world may 
l ike to th ink.  in real ity it appears quite p la in  that the l eaders 

of Egypt and Syria. frustrated in their design to bring together 
a l l  the Arab States on the basis  of a minimum agreement on 
foreign policies.  dec ided to make a less ambitious-but more 
concrete-move towards Arab uni ty .  And the i mmediate 
motive was provided by the campaign of host i l i ty unleashed 
against Syria by the Western powers fol lowing their fai lure 
to change the Syrian GoYernment or change i t s  att i tude 
towards the question of co-operation with Western ' defence ' 
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plans .  The experience of the Anglo-French-Israe l i  attack on 
Suez had already driven home the lesson that a united Arab 
world cou ld  withstand both m i l itary and polit ical inroads, but 
otherwise, d iv ided into small  States, each of them presented 
an attractive target for foreign attack. And now, if the Syrio
Egypt ian union leads to pol icies guided by the Arabs ' broad 
national interests, it may be taken for granted that, despite 
the various obstacles ,  this nucleus wi l l  u l timatel y  develop 
into a m ighty confederation or regional a l l iance embracing 
nearly a l l  the Arab l ands,  whose peoples,  apart from common 
ties of race. language, cu lture and rel igion . are determined to 
keep their homelands free of a l ien influence and to use their 
vast resources of national wealth in their own service.  

26 March 1 958 

Turmoil in Arabia 

The grant of ful l  powers by King Saud to Emir Fei sa l ,  Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister. in regard to such v i tal  matters as 
foreign affairs, internal security and finance, increases the 
poss ib i l i ty of yet another shift in Saudi Arabia ' s  osc i l lat ing 
policy. Al though rel iable news is not eas i l y  avai lable from a 
monarchy where there are no representative institutions,  no 
pol it ical  parties, and no newspapers. it may be presumed that 
the conflict between the two brothers has been resolved for 
the t ime being-ei ther by v i rtual  surrender on the K ing ' s  part 
or on the basis of a compromise.  In e i ther case, Emir  Feisal 
should now be able to exerc ise the vast influence that his 
posit ion gives him to neutral ise K ing Saud ' s  pro-American 
predi l ect ions .  Over recent years, Saudi Arabian pol icy has 
z igzagged between the pro-Western camp and the group of 
Arab S tates p ledged to non-alignment.  On occasions K ing 
Saud has urged moderation upon the Arab governments and 
sought compromi ses between Western interes ts  and the 
demands of Arab nat ionali sm.  At  other t imes, however, as 
for example during the attack on Suez, or the projected attack 
on Syria, the Saudi King has taken a bolder stand and given 
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ful l  s upport to the Arab targets of Western aggress ion or 
pressure. Some M i ddle  East e xperts bel ieve t h at t h i s  chronic 
v ac i l l at i on i s  l arge l y  the re su l t  of a pol i te tug-of-war between 
the two brothers that  has been i n t e n s i fied s ince the death of 
their  father.  This  i nterpretat ion gains support from the fact 
that ,  s i nce K in g  S aud last  s\\ i tched h i s  pol i c y  and, after 
accept i ng the E i senhower Doctrine.  s tarted work i ng OL1 l a 
strongly ant i -Egypt ian l ine.  E m i r  Fe i sal  has ostentat i o u s l y  
d i ssoc i ated h i m s e l f  from t h e  Government.  B e  that  a-., i t  i n av.  
i f  the present  change at R i yadh means that Saudi A rabi a  \\ i l l  
henceforth fol low a more rat ional and more ste ady urnrse , i t  
should h e l p  t o  bring about greater stabi l i t y  i n  that  country as  
wel l  as in  A rab pol i t ic s .  

Apart from a n y  d i fferences of opinion v, i rh i n the Royal 
fami l y .  S audi  Arab i a  ·s i nc \ i tabk rnntacb \\ i th  the outs i de 
world fol l o w i n g  the d i sc u \ ery of one of t he \\ ur]d ' s  r ichest 
deposi t s  o f  oi l u nder ih barren sands and the con gregation of 
workers i n  l arge n umber� i n  ne\\ tO\\ n s  arc r<�ported to h ave 
l ed t o  an a w a ke n i n g  a m o n g  t h e  peop k :  and t h i s  i s  a 
development t hat the K in g  cannot e\c n try : , ;  s top except by 
shutt ing down h i s  o i l  wel l s  and sacrifi c ing a personal income 
of m i l l io n s  of dol l ars per month.  :Vlore i h an ever before, 
i mpart i a l  observers re v e a l .  the people  of S au d i  Arab i a  
con sider themselves to b e  a part o f  the Arab nat ion.  and 
desire that  the i r  S tate should accept the basic programme of 
the Arab n at i onal i s t s .  Furt her. the fact that S au d i  Arabi a  i s  
one of the few absol ute monarch ies  left i n  the world. that  
a lthough i t  i s  a very r ich coun try i ts  people are among the 
poorest of poor n at i on s .  and that l i t t l e  o r  noth i n g  i s  being 
done hy the Government to overcome the country ' s  economic 
a1�d soc i a l  backwardnes s .  can on l y make the S audi Arabians  
lend a m ore w i l in g  ear to the ta les from other  Arab l ands 
where nat ional  assets  are h arnessed to nat ional  welfare . w here 
the l aw i s  s upreme. and the \\ i l l  of no man can eas i l y  overrul e  
t he w i shes o f  t h e  peopl e .  Of l ate .  part i c u l ar ly after reports 
t ha t  e lements c l ose to K i nt,: Saud had tried to bribe S y r i an 
army officers to murder Pres ident \< asser. and that  one of h i s  
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fathers- in- law was seriously implicated in the affair, murmurs 
of popular discontent in Saudi Arabi a  have been getting 
l ouder. One does not know how far the recent rumours of 
arrests and shootings, of the malcontents being supported by 
a l arge body of Saudi princes, and of imminent danger of the 
Saudi throne being toppled, are correct . However, even if 
these reports are untrue or grossly exaggerated, i t  seems quite 
plain that the desire for polit ical and social reforms, on the 
one hand, and the strong pul l  of Arab nationa l i sm,  on the 
other, wi l l  combine to present a grave threat to the present 
regime,  unless the King and his advi sers are prepared to bend 
before the rising storm by agreeing to evolve a pol i ty that 
w i l l  conform more closely to the demands of the people and 
their welfare. 

II. THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE AND BEYOND 

19 February 1 948 

Quest for Stabilisation 

When, about a year ago, the US President announced his 
famous Truman Doctrine, we expressed the opinion that this 
po l icy ,  and the bel l icose words which accompanied its 
decl aration, could only be regarded as the harbingers of 
another war, and that the principle of giving armed help to 
certain Governments on certain condi t ions amounted to 
divesting them of their sovereignty and i ndependence. Ample 
proof of this has been provided during the l ast twelve months: 
the world has gone many steps further towards a th ird World 
War, and it is obvious that the civi l wars in  Greece and China 
show no signs of ending except with the end of their  present 
reg i m e s .  When, o n  1 2  M arch 1 94 7 ,  Pre s i d e n t  Trum an 
assumed the role of the protector of world democracy, and 
exhorted the Congress to make huge loans to Greece and 
Turkey in order to stabi l i se their exist ing governments, he in 
actual fact i naugurated the most dangerous phase of current 
American diplomacy. In Turkey the exist ing Government has 
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been stab i l i sed to such an extent that this  country is the only 
Mus l im neighbour of Palestine to withhold the hand of help 
and friendship from the Palest inian Arabs.  fac ing the gravest  
cri s i s  in their  h i s tory .  Greece prov ides  an  even more 
disgraceful story . Here the present Government came into 
existence by enforc ing a regime of Fascist terror against the 
people and completely mortgaging the country to the bosses 
of Wall S treet .  After a year. despite the constant stream of 
dol lars . d irect mi l itary aid and numerous Anglo-American 
m i l itary m i ss ions .  the Royal i s t  Greek Government i s  as 
insecure today as when first i nstalled under foreign patronage. 
The rebel Greek forces. representing t he people who fought 
against the German occupation and were responsible for the 
country · s  l iberation. have set up a provisional government of 
their own. and their Commander- in-Chief. Genera l  Makos, 
recently stated that the writ  of the Royal i st Government at 
Athens i s  now confined to the main cit ies and the coastal 
area. President Truman ·  s l atest statement lends corroboration 
to this c l aim .  as does the increasing exodus from Greece of 
i ts big cap i tal i sts .  Pres ident Truman has once again not ified 
Congress that he would soon ask for funds for addi ti onal 
mi l i tary assi stance to Greece and Turkey: he said that the 
gueri l l a  \var was · sapping the economic strength ' of Greece 
and that the gueri l las were driv ing the people to the a lready 
overburdened urban centres. He also revealed that out of the 
original 300.000.000 doll ars g iven to Greece. 1 72 .000,000 
doll ars have been spent on the m i l i tary programme; he d id  
not  say so.  but  obviously further American a id  i s  l ikel y  to  be 
used for the same purpose. Along with intervention in Greece, 
America has been doing its best to prop up Chiang Kai
Shek · s K uomintang rule in  China. \fany mi l l ion dol l ars have 
been put into Chiang ' s  war chest .  but h i s  Government has 
not been stabi l ised. nor has he succeeded in stemming the 
t ide of popular revolt .  The fact that in China today a sum of 
Rs 5 can buy 1 00.000 Chinese dol l ars shows how stable 
Kuomintang China is : this i �  accompanied by defeat after 
defeat on the mi l i tary front .  Independent observers forete l l  
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that at least in Manchuria and North China, the Kuomintang 
Government is doomed. The announcement of the Truman 
Doctrine was fol lowed by i t s  logical concl usion, the M arshal l  
Plan, i n  order t o  carry this process o f  stab i l i sation t o  Europe. 
Today, many months after i t s  first announcement, the p lan i s  
s ti l l  not through the discussion stages .  Fears o f  recklessly 
i ncreasing inflation at home have led the US  Congress to 
slash its astronomical doll ar figures ; the World Trade Union 
Congress has rejected it outright, and even the nations which 
original ly accepted it at Brit i sh goading are beginning to 
regard its outcome with grave sceptic i sm.  But America' s 
faithful al ly,  Britain, i s  undaunted, and to ensure success for 
this attempt at the domination of Europe, Ernest Bevin, the 
Brit ish Foreign M inister, has put forward Churchi ll ' s  old i dea 
of a Union of Western Europe. Thi s  union of beggars is to 
embrace not Dnly the home countries, but also their colonial 
empires. Thi s l atest stab i l isation scheme, w i th in a few weeks 
of its publication, has had two big dents made in it, by the 
defection of Iraq from its treaty wi th Britain and by the 
statement by the representati ves of Sweden and Denmark 
that they defi nitely stand opposed to dividing Europe i nto 
different blocs .  The Palest ine issue is provid ing another 
headache to the much-harassed President of America. Torn 
between a greed for oi l  and a desire to sati sfy world Jewry, 
the l atter particu larly important i n  view of the i mpending 
Presidenti a l  election, a curious pol icy has been outl ined, 
which promises  only i ncreased chaos .  The game which. 
America, with Brit ish assistance, i s  trying to p lay i s  s imilar 
to that of the late Adolf H it ler ;  i t  i s  dangerous to peace and 
democracy and, in  the last analysis ,  doomed to fail ure. 

26 A ugust 1 948 

Unwelcome Move 

The US Governmen t ' s refu s a l  to a l l ow the Dean of 
Canterbury to enter America is un l ikely to evoke any protest 
from Messrs Attlee and Bevin,  who seem to be convinced 
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that America can do no wrong.  The ' Red '  Dean. as Dr  
Hewlett Johnson is often called. i s  real ly  no more ' Red · than, 
for instance. Maulana Shabbir Ahmad Usmani ;  if  he were, he 
could hardly be appointed so high a dignitary in the Church 
of Engl and . The Dean · s only sin seems to be his  pol i tical  
independence, h is  intel lectual integrity ,  and a refusal to look 
at the Sov iet Union through imperia lism · s coloured glasses. 
He has vi s ited that country and written about i t  frankly .  as 
one should  write about any country-without propaganda. 
He has faith in mankind. and works for wor ld peace, seeking 
to break down the barriers between different national i t ies and 
d i ffe rent  sy s t em s .  S i nce he does n o t  bri n g  g r i s t  t o  
imperi al ism ' s  propaganda mi l l ,  he i s  persona 11011 grata with 
the reactionaries in both Great B ritain and America .  H i s  
comments on  America ' s  refusal to  admi t  h im.  just  before he 
left for Poland to attend the Congress of Intel lectuals in 
defence of peace.  make interes t ing read ing .  The Dean 
' regretted that .  while Americans had been cordial ly welcomed 
to Canterbury Cathedral .  its Dean was not to be welcome i n  
America ' .  He further said. · It appears that the I ron Curtain, 
for me at any rate. stretches across the Atlantic. but the cordial  
welcome comes from the East ' .  The incident reminds one of 
Charl ie Chaplin ' s  caustic j ibe that in  America these days it is 
impossible even to get off a tram car with the left foot forward 
wi thout being dubbed a Communist .  

18  May 1951 

US Policies 

Any l ingering doubt among impart ia l  observers about US aid 
programmes being \\ hol ly  an instrument of US fore ign policy 
should final ly be di spe lled by recent developments, which 
show not only that an American gift or loan is  avai lable only 
on the S tate Department ' s  terms ,  but also that the receiving 
country i s  expected to abide by US dictates in various other 
matters-both domestic and international . Many long months 
ago. India approached Washington for two mi l l ion tons of 
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foodgrains, to be g iven either at reduced rates or as a loan. 
After considerabl e  delay over prel im inary negotiations, the 
US Government decided-professedly on purely humani tarian 
grounds-to provi de the required food on a half-grant, half
loan bas is ,  and legis lation to th is  effect was introduced in the 
Congress .  The prolonged legis lat ive debates have revealed 
that America' s rulers are w i l l ing to send out the foodgrains,  
which can eas i ly  be spared. in  order to save India from going 
Communist-thus paying the socia l i st system of production 
an unintended tribute-but not without the guarantee that 
India would re-orientate her fore ign and trade pol ic ies .  Apart 
from resenting other hum i l iating condi t ions, India, it seems, 
pol i te ly refused to change her atti tude towards China or 
remove the ban on the export of monazite sands,  a raw 
material used for producing atomic  energy. A lthough i t s  
prec i se terms wi l l  be decided in subsequent negotiat ions, i t  
now seems certain that America ' s  food-aid to India wi l l  be 
entirely on a loan bas is .  And, further, in g iv ing its approval 
to the re levant B i l l ,  the U S  Senate has added the significant 
provis ion that, i f  India seeks to repay part of the l oan in raw 
material s. these must  include monazite and manganese. 

America ' s  deal ings with other countries, including her 
c losest a l l ies ,  fol l ow a s im i lar pattern. Recent ly ,  the US 
Senate passed a resol ut i on dec l ar ing that financ ia l  and 
economic aid would not be g iven to any country which 
continues to supply war materials to the Soviet  Union, China 
or any of the other Social is t  States .  S ince this defin ition can 
be made to cover almost every commodity,  i t  means that the 
US wi l l  assume st i l l  greater control over the external trade of 
al l  countries in the Western bloc. I t  is no great secret that 
Bri tain 's  recent ban on the export of rubber to China was due 
entirely to American pressure. In a large number of other 
matters also,  it i s  known that the freedom of act ion of 
Governments al l ied to America i s  severely circumscribed by 
the wi shes of the US Government. In recent months, on many 
occasions, the Governments of Great Britain ,  Canada and 
France have been compel led to make sudden changes of 
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policy on important international questions-obviously,  at a 
hint from the US  State Department. Pointed attent ion to this  
facet of America · s  relations wi th her al l ies was drawn by a 
Brit ish paper which cannot be accused of either progressive 
or anti -American leanings.  In a typical understatement, the 
London Times said in a recent editorial :  " I t  is an unfortunate 
fact .  for wh i ch  the Amer icans  them se lve s  are part l y  
responsible, that s ince the war no Bri t ish statesman has found 
a way to reconcile unity of purpose \Vi th difference of opinion 
or  to s t rengthen Ang lo -A mer ican  fr i endsh i p  w i t h o u t  
necessari l y  accepting American pol ic ies · .  One country ' s  
domination o f  so many others i s  anyhO\v undesirable, but 
with America openly preparing for war, her hold on her long 
list of junior partners and, consequently, the UN,  constitutes 
a serious threat to world peace. 

22 January 1953 

Inaugural Speech 

While supporters of the Anglo-American bloc of i mperial is t  
powers and supplicants for dol l ar-aid wi l l  probably regard 
Pres ident E i senhower ' s  inaugural speech as an insp ired 
performance, and a local contemporary has already certified 
that i t  has ' a  dist inct Is lam ic ring ' ,  cold-blooded analysis  
shows that the General ' s  first Presidential pronouncement is  
nothing more than a re i teration of the United States ·  bi
partisan foreign policy-clothed in wel l-prepared but empty 
rhetoric .  Shorn of the euphemi sms  that US statesmen reserve 
for forma l  occas i on s .  and the speech -wr i ters · e legant  
flourishes. the new US President has sa id nothing in h i s  
address beyond pledging himself to continue the policy of 
Cold War and all that i t  stands for. To grasp the real meaning 
of President E i senhower 's  pompous decl arations .  i t  is enough 
to study one example of how words l ike · freedom · and 
' defence '  are m i su sed and d i s torted by American neo
imperiali sm .  Devoting a large part of his speech to America ' s  
faith in  " the death less dignity o f  man governed b y  eternal 
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moral and n atural l aws ' ,  i n  the equali ty of a l l  men, i n  
freedom, and so  on, General Eisenhower concludes that this 
faith ' confers a common dignity upon the French sol dier who 
dies in Indo-China, the British soldier k i lled in M al aya, the 
American l ife given i n  K orea' .  He might easi ly have added 
to this l ist the French marauders k i lled in North Africa, the 
British soldiers who fel l  during the fighting in the Canal 
Zone, the Dutch troops k illed in Indonesia and the Indians 
who died in  Kashmir. They and other soldiers fighting in 
aggressive wars waged on foreign soil are a l l  part of the 
legion battling in the US-sponsored crusade for the ' defence'  
of the Western way of l ife. When, after describing the 
imperial is t  armies in Ma laya,  Indo-China, and Korea as 
soldiers of this new faith, General Eisenhower goes on to 
declare that his  country is not an imperialist power, and that 
i t  i s  only exercising ' the responsibil i ty of the free world ' s  
leadership ' ,  i t  i s  p lain that either he  overestimates h i s  own 
powers of persuasion and under-estimates the worl d ' s  
intel l igence, or, l ike many other US politicians, he i ntends to 
pursue his own policies in utter disregard of democratic world 
opinion. 

13 December 1 957 

Racial Discrimination 

Although considerable progress has been made in recent years 
towards the grant of equal citizenship rights to American 
Negroes, the United States stil l  stands second only to the 
Union of South Africa among countries that enforce-either 
b y  l aw or through l aw l e s snes s-a p o l i c y  o f  raci a l  
discrimination. The fascist theory o f  white supremacy stil l  
has a strong enough hold among i nfluential  sections of 
opinion to provoke defiance of the l aw and the use of violence 
against those who seek to ensure that the relevant provisions 
of the US Constitution are treated with ful l  respect. The 
schoo l-opening season i n  Ameri c a  has wi tnessed the 
recurrence of mob action in a number of towns to  prevent 
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Negro students from attending schools which were hitherto 
c losed to non-whites. In an Alabama town. a Negro c lergyman 
attempting to enrol h i s  daughter and other ch il dren was 
assaulted by a gang of white men. In  Arkansas, the Governor 
has called out the N ational Guard to prevent the admission of 
Negroes to a State school after a riot provoked by a group of 
white men. In another southern town, a school bui ldi ng has 
been dynamited to prevent its use in common by Negro and 
white chi ldren .  Inc idents of lesser gravi ty have been more 
frequent-jeering at Negro chil dren .  boycott of schools ,  and 
threats of v io lence against Negroes who send their chi ldren 
to the newly i ntegrated schools .  In a number of p laces in the 
south, i ntegration of schools i s  proceeding w ithout serious 
trouble, albeit slowly .  Nevertheless, the mob v io lence that is 
being w itnessed in or near certain schools  is sufficiently 
serious-and even more so the fact that few of the white 
gangsters are l ikely to be convicted for their crimes-to 
shame every decent American. 

America 's  rac ists are active on other fronts also. The K u  
Klux Klan has emerged once again t o  threaten, maim or 
murder Negroes who have in some way offended white 
prejudice. Negroes moving i nto what are considered white 
locali t ies are sti l l  harassed and even assaulted. The hope that 
the passage of a reasonably effective Civi l  R ights B i l l  would, 
by giving Negroes the opportunity to exerc ise their pol it ical 
rights,  help to improve their status i n  all fields of l ife, has to 
a l arge extent been bel ied by the Administration ' s  acceptance 
of a compromise formula which reduces the chances of i t s  
prov i s ions b e i n g  fu l l y  and spee d i l y  i mplemented.  T h i s  

vit iat ion of the Civ i l  Rights B i l l  i s  certainly not  a m i nor 
quest ion,  for it is wel l  known that today only a very small 
percentage of America ' s  Negro population of about si xteen 
m i l lion is able to vote. Quite obviously, unless America ' s  
leading poli tical parties are able to muster sufficient moral 
courage to l aunch a countrywide campaign in favour of 
allowing all American c i tizens-bl ack, brown, or white-to 
exerc ise equal polit ical and civic rights ,  progress towards 
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el iminating colour prejudice wi l l  be both painfu l  and slow. 
And, as Mr Dulles himself has hinted, i t  i s  also obvious that, 
as long as America cannot ensure ful l  democracy to a l arge 
segment of i t s  own population, i ts  efforts to export the 
American way of l ife to other countries are bound to be 
treated by the world with a measure of natural cynicism. 

III. INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

4 February 1 95 1  

Indian National Congress 

The recent Ahmedabad session of the Al l - India Congress 
Committee was summoned primari ly to enable the Congress 
leadership to study the causes of the organisat ion ' s  growing 
unpopularity and to devise effective remedies to  halt the 
decl ine .  As far as diagnosis of the malady is concerned, Pandi t  
Jawaharlal Nehru ' s  speeches may be  accepted as a fairly 
efficient analysis of what is wrong with the Indian N ational 
Congress.  He said. among other things. that a kind of a rot 
had set in,  the Congress had become l ife less. and m any of its 
members regarded i t  merely as a kind of election machinery . 
Al l  this is no doubt true, but neither the Indian Premier, nor 
the rest  of the Congress High Command, could come to any 
definite conclusions about how the s ituation could be saved 
or. at least ,  further deteriorat ion s temmed. Apart from 
reviv ing paid membership for the organi sation and urging 
Government to ban the use of banaspoti ghee. the AICC 
sat isfied itself with the adoption of a resolution on national 
unity. This c l iche-ridden document appeals to Congressmen 
to s ink their personal or factional differences in order to save 
the national organisation , and even hints at opening the doors 
of the Congress to outs ide polit ical groups l i ke the Indian 
Social ist Party. That a vague appeal of this sort to  all and 
sundry wi l l  do l i tt le good was shown by the reaction of 'rebel '  
leaders l i ke Acharya Kripalan i ,  who pertinently sa id that 
organisational unity was an empty slogan without clear-cut 
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and agreed deci sions on Congress objectives .  Thi s  challenge 
was not taken up seriously and. in a flood of the usual oratory, 
the AICC session came to an end without having made any 
progress towards closing Congress ranks or winning new 
al l ies .  

The oft-postponed General Election i n  India wi l l  show 
how far Congress fortunes have ebbed since i t  l ast  swept the 
pol l s  in the areas that now constitute India. Due to the absence 
of a suffic iently-organised Opposit ion. and the influence i t  
has as the on ly party in  power any\vhere i n  India .  the 
Congress may be able to retain i ts hold over the Central and 
most other Min istries. But the cris is  in India i s  so acute that, 
unless prompt steps are taken to solve their major economic 
and pol it ical  problems ,  the people are l ikely to by-pass the 
legislatures and resort to more direct methods. Apart from 
the corruption, jobbery. and nepotism that have disgraced 
Congress rule. the main reason for such widespread discontent 
is the refusal  of those in power to imp lement their pledges .  
The Congress organisation as  wel l  as i ts  Parl i amentary parties 
are dominated by the react ionary right -wing l eadersh ip .  
Hence, offic ial  policy has  always been guided by the interests 
of the capitali sts and big landlords.  while the radical promises 
of past Congress resolutions have been shelved as being 
' imprac t i cab l e  u nder the presen t  c ircu mstances ' .  The 
Congress programme with regard to the national i sati on of 
major industries, abol it ion of landlordism. democratisation of 
the adm i n i s tr at i o n .  severance of  the Commonwea l th 
connection. and complete democracy i n  the Indian States-in 
short. on every i mportant item of national pol icy-has been 
either abandoned or watered down beyond recogni tion. By 
its reactionary policies. combined with m i l itary ventures and 
the trade war with Pakistan. the Congress regime has brought 
the mass of the people  only  misery and disappointment. 

It i s  quite obvious that the Indian people wil l  not tolerate 
the ir present wretched condit ions for very long. and if the 
Congress cannot do anything about it. they wi l l  be compel led 
to remo\'e the Congress from power by any avai lable means .  
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The Congress ,  however, cannot even start tackl ing these 
problems as long as i t  i s  dominated by the representatives of 
ves ted  i nt e re s t s .  Pand i t  Nehru  i s ,  perhaps ,  t he  o n l y  
Congressman who has sufficient honesty and i nfluence to 
undertake a purge in  the Congress, but h i s  craze for Congress 
unity prevents him from coming out openly against the 
e lements that have brought the country to the verge of ruin, 
and frittered away much of the good will that the Congress 
enjoyed three years ago. I f  Pandit Nehru continues to tra i l  
behind the Congress right-wing, whose majority Sardar Patel 
assured by astute manoeuvring, periodical sermons and vague 
reso lu t ions  are not  go ing to save the  Congre s s  fro m  
exti nction, for the masses w i l l  increasingly seek the help of 
other parties to complete the tasks of India's l iberation and 
their own salvation. 

26 A ugust 1 95 1  

Congress Crisis 

The serious crisis created by the Indian Prime Min ister ' s  
res ignation from the Congress Working Committee and its 
Election Board i s  symptomatic of the c leavage that has existed 
for many decades in the ranks and-to some extent-the 
leadership of India ' s  biggest pol i tical party. The dominant 
faction in the Congress has always been the extreme right
wing group, formerly headed by Sardar Pate l .  Closely al l ied 
to Indian big business, and often working hand i n  g love with 
the Hindu M ahasabha, this group has persistently sought to 
purge the Congress of al l  l iberal e lements and to run the 
party as a semi-fasc ist  organ isation. The Opposition, led at 
different t imes by the Communists ,  the Sociali sts  and the 
B o s i tes,  h as often h ad Pandit  Nehru ' s  sympathy but seldom 
his support, and these different Leftist  groups have graduall y  
been driven out o f  the Congress .  Pandi t  Nehru ' s  unity
fixat ion ,  combined with his deep regard for Mahatma Gandhi ,  
forced him t o  accept many unpalatable compromises, which 
course of action he rational i sed and defended in pub l ic as a 
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Congressman · s patriot ic duty . In post- Part it ion India. the only 
opposi tion within the Congress to S ardar Patel " s  policies came 
from Pand i t  Nehru and his  smal l  band of adherents .  A s  long 
as Mahatma Gandhi was al i ve .  his powerfu l person a l i ty 
butt ressed Pandit :\c h ru · s pos i t ion and. had he I i \  ed. there 
can be l i t t l e  doubt that he \\ Ould have cleansed the Congre s s  
of t he e lements that ha\ e conve rted t h e  organisat ion i n to a 
camp of communa l i -, 111 . consen at i s m and corrupt ion .  The 
manner of M ahatma Gandhi " s  tragic  death. and the re s u l tant 
cou ntry - w ide re\'Li l s ion it  cau sed ag a i n s t  the  reac t i o n ary 
Right is t  e lements-i ns ide the Congre.ss and o u t s ide-forced 
S ardar Patel to prom i se fu l l  a l legiance to Pand i t  Nehru . The 
S ardar· s i l l ne s s  and death prewnted the fru i t ion of h i s  p l ans 
for putt i ng the Congre s s  i nto a strai t-jacket of his  own design.  
However. the tuss le bet\\ een the Patel  group and Pandit Nehru 
cont i n ued. and Mr Tandon has nm\ e merged as the leader o f  
the m i nori ty-ba i t ing .  communal  cha u\ i n i s t s  w h o  seem to 
respect the swast ika much more than Asoka" s clzakra. 

For more than a year Pandit '.'Jehru has been toyi n g  w ith 
the i dea of assert ing h i mself  and mak ing a bold atte mpt to 
push the Congress out of its pre -,cnt rut. which has not only 
led i t  to dev i ate from i t s  bas ic  pr inciples  and pol ic ies ,  but has  
a lso created an ever- w i dening gu lf  between the people  and 
the part y .  That the Indian Prime M i ni ster has appl ied his  
' s hock treatment"  at a t i m e  w hen the Congress faces i t s  fi rst 
real test  in the forthco m i ng General Elect ion.  shows that he 
i s  fu l ly aware of the r i s k  i m ol ved i n  appeal i ng to the country 
w i thout putt ing the Congress house in order. As recent  by
clcct ions have sho1vn.  four years of Congress m i sru l e  have 

a l ienated the ma.ss  of the Indian people from the ruling party.  
Pandit  N e h ru ' s  b e l ated rea l i sation that  the Congress was 
beco m i ng more and more isolated from the people.  and he 
h i m s e l f  i ncreas i ngly i neffect i ve.  has led him to abandon the 
path of sponsoring u n i ty re solut ions in fanrnr of chal lenging 
the Tandon group to accept h is  pol ic ies  in tofu or to do 
w i thout h i s  su pport . S i nce Pandit N e hru i s  \ i r tual ly the only 
Congress leader \\ hose reputat ion for honesty is  u n s u l l i ed 
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and who sti l l  enjoys considerable mass support. his threat of 
non-co-operation throws the Congress High Command in a 
quandary. So far Mr Tandon has shown no signs of surrender, 
but ,  as the Central Parl iamentary Party ' s  unanimous vote of 
confidence in Pandi t  Nehru indicates, the Congress President 
is not l ikely to get a majority in  the AICC against the Prime 
Min i ster, for the rank and fil e  of Congressmen know too well 
that i t  would be su icidal for them to fight the elections without 
Pandit Nehru ' s  whole-hearted backing. Efforts wi l l  probably 
be made to persuade Pandit  Nehru to accept a compromise;  
but  i f, as of old, he agrees to a formula which pacifies his 
conscience but leaves everything else unchanged, the Indian 
Prime Mini ster wi l l  mere ly be helping to bury the Congress .  
There i s  some gli mmer of hope that Pandit  Nehru i s  acutely 
conscious of the organ isation ' s  grave predicament ,  and that 
he wi l l  fight to save the organi sation from the men who are 
driving it to premature death. It may already be too l ate, but 
the only chance of the Congress  reta in ing some of the 
popularity i t  once enjoyed l ies in  throwing out the Tandons 
and Munshis ,  democrat i s ing the party ' s  funct ioning, and 
working on the principles of democracy and jus ti ce-in 
domestic matters as well as in the foreign field.  

IV. COMMUNIST BLOC DEVELOPMENTS 

5 May 1 954 

USSR and Civil Liberty 

The recent inaugural session of the newly elected Supreme 
Soviet, the highest l egis lat ive body in the USSR, had provided 
a logical opportunity for the Soviet Government to reveal to 
their  own people and the outside world full deta i l s  of the 
crimes of which Lavrenti Beria and h i s  col laborators were 
accused and convicted. The new national Parl iament might 
also have been expected to discuss a l l  aspect s  of the episode 
and consider the desirabi l i ty of making necessary changes in  
the  S tate ' s  jud ic i al machinery .  I t  now seems obvious ,  
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however. that. for reasons best known to themselves. they 
have no intention of doing so: appraisal of the case and the 
conclusions  to be drawn about the state of c iv i l  l iberty in the 
USSR must therefore. be based on the scanty and l argel y  
b i ased i nformat ion that has been made avai l ab l e .  The 
dismi ssal from office and arrest of Beria. and his  subsequent 
summary tr ial and execut ion,  have caused a variety of 
comment .  These reactions fal l  into two broad categories .  
represent ing t \vo atti tudes :  there are those who g loat over the 
event and those who gloss over it. The first category sees i n  
Beria · s defection a fissure in the Soviet system, proof that i t  
cannot prosper or l ast, and just ification for the ant i -Sov iet 
crusade which fos ters the Hi tlerite doctrine of so-called 
preventive war: and the second .  bel ieving that the Soviet 
Union stands for just ice and peace. tries to ignore any sign of 
weakness in  its leadership or what appears to be a flaw in i t s  
system of j ustice. Nei ther of these attitudes, born of the 
i ntense East-West Cold War. makes i t  easy for independent 
persons to reach an objective assessment of developments i n  
the Soviet Union or to judge a particular event. 

I t  appears l ikely that Beria was right ly accused of grave 
offences agains t  the Soviet S tate. that after the death of 
Marshal S tal in he consp ired to subvert the Government-of 
which he himself was a member-with a v iew to capturing 
power. and that he not only committed irregu lar and i l legal 
actions. but also sought fore ign support for his venture . While 
the catalogue i ssued by Moscow of Beria ' s  past  mi sdeeds 
going back to the first years after the revolution is, apart 
from being i rrelevant, somewhat unconvinc ing .  and can only 
be regarded as fri l l s  added for enhancing the enorrnity of h i s  
recent offences .  the  assumpt ion that Beria had  become 
dis loyal to h i s  Government and S tate i s  supported even by 
the testimony of non-Soviet sources .  For instance, the report 
of Western commentators that, in the ' struggle for leadership 
between M alenkov and Beria · . the l atter was ' driven to seek 
the support of the West ' .  provides a plausible explanat ion for 
Beria ' s  act ions .  The right-wing French newspaper A urore 
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said. soon after the event. that · foreign observers in Moscow 
were convinced that Beria had tried to sabotage the pol icies 
laid down by M. Georgi Malenkov . . .  ' and that 'the truth of 
this assertion could not be doubted · .  It is  s ignificant also that 
the US Ambassador in Moscow hurriedly left the Soviet 
capital a few days before Beria was arrested. and that the U S  
S tate Department proudly c laimed that Mr Bohlen had prior 
knowledge of the developments in Moscow and had gone to 
Paris  in order to be able to offer advice to Washington. Th is  
s ta tement  was .  even more .., i g n i fi can t l y .  s u bsequent ly  
wi thdrawn and dismissed as a 'fool i sh boast ' . I t  seems far 
more l ikely that it was a fooli sh admission. Be that as i t  may. 
we strongly adhere to the view that. however grave the crimes 
of which Beria was gui l ty,  his tria l .  l ike the pre-war Moscow 
Trials .  should have been held in  public. with ful l  fac i l i t ies for 
the foreign Press to witness and report the proceedings .  
A lthough the procedure adopted by the Soviet Government i s  
in conformi ty wi th Soviet law.  and there arc earl ier precedents 
for trials in rnmem, the position that Beria occupied in the 
Soviet Union dur i ng the last thi rty years. and the world-wide 
i nterest aroused by his case, demanded that there should be 
no doubt left in any mind of h i s  gui l t .  nor the suspic ion that 
the accused persons were not given an adequate opportunity 
to defend themselves. This was part icul arly necessary after 
the Moscow doctors' case. when it was revealed that innocent 
persons had been falsely accused by the police and forced to 
confess the commission of crimes of which they were not 
gui l ty .  

Those who see in  Beria '  s tr ial  and execution a cal lous 
and unprovoked manoeuvre by Mr  Malenkov to remove an 
i nconvenient ri val .  ignore the fact that Mr  Malenkov anyhow 
occupied the leading posi t i on i n  the S tate , and that he had 

been selected for this priv i lege long before S tal in ' s  death , at 
the time of the 1 9th Party Congress .  Further. Beria ' s  dismissal 
and i ndictment were supported unan imously by the Soviet 
Government and. l ater on, by both Houses of the Supreme 
Soviet .  These organs of Soviet power can hardly  be expected 
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to send up an i m portant leader for trial  on a c ap i tal c harge 
w i thout suffic ient cause.  The main argument given in s upport 
of Beri a · s  i n nocence is that a l l  pol i t ical tr ials  in the Soviet 
U n i on are staged.  and t h at the court s  mere l y  serve as 
i n struments of extermi n ation i n  the hands of the ascendant 
fact ion .  Pos i t ive  proof is ava i l able to show that t h i s  i s  a piece 
of base l e s s  s l ander.  I t  w i l l  be re cal led  t h at the pre-\'  a r  

Moscow Trials  were witnessed by a large number of fore i g n  
d i plomats a n d  Press represe ntati v e s .  and m o -; t  o f  t h e m  came 
to t he conc l u s i on that the trial s  were perfect ly fa i r  and t h e  
g u i l t  o f  t h e  acc used ful l y  prm ed. The Am erican Amlw,sadl,r .  
M r  Joseph E. Dav i e s .  reported from Moscow i n  l 9?-.7 to the 
U S  Secretary of S tate as fol lows :  · I t  is my opi n i o n .  -,o far as 
the pol it i c al defendants are concerned. that suffi c i ..: n t  crimes 
u nder Soviet Lrn . among those ch arged i n  the i ndictment.  
were estab l i shed by the prnuf. and beyond a reasu 11 able doubt, 
to just ify the verdict  of gui l t y of treason and the adjudi cation 
of the arrangement pro\ i ded by SO\ iet  C r i m i n a l  Statute · .  
Further, he say s .  " t he opini on of those diplom ah who attended 
the t r i a l  m o s t  reg u l ar l y  was genera l .  t lut  the c ase h a d  
estab l i shed t h e  verdict  t h a t  there w a s  a fui m idable pol i t ica l  
opp o s i t i on and a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  " e r i o u s  p l o t " .  T h e  U S  
A m bassador also reveals  why the truth \\ as not m ade known 
to the outside world.  He records his conversation w i th another 
fore i gn diplomat:  · rn d i scu..,.., ing the tr ia l .  he said that the 
defendants \\ ere undoubted l y  g u i l t y .  t h at all  of u s  \\ ho 
attended the t ri a l  had practi c a l l y  agreed upon that: that the 
outs ide world. from the Pres s  report s .  however. seemed to 
t h i nk that the tr ial  was a p ut-up job ( facade . as he c a l l e d  i t ) :  
that \\ h i  l e  h e  knew i t  \\ as not. i t  \\ a" probab l y  j u s t  a s  wel l  
that the outs i de world should think � o  ' .  

I n  rn i e w i n g t h e  h i s t o ry o f  t h e  a n t i - S o v i e t  p l o t s  
germ i n at i n g  i n s ide the Soviet  Cnion.  i t  must  b e  borne i n  
m i nd that the S tate has .  s i nce i t s  i nception.  been the target of 
every possi b l e  form of attack by the Western S t ates .  After 
the fai lure of the \\ ar of inten t?n t ion i n  1 9 1 9 . when the armi e s  
of fourteen capita l i s t  countrie� i rn  aded t h e  i n fant Social ist 
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State. the Governments of the West have continued the ir 
efforts to destroy the Sov iet  Un ion .  S abotage, i ntr igue, 
bribery, economic boycott, polit ical non-recognition, every 
weapon of forei gn intervention has been brought into use .  
Even today, as  i s  wel l  known, spec ial  agencies have been 
estab l i shed by the United S tates for such act iv i t ies ,  and 
m i l l ions of doll ars are being spent to weaken and, if possible, 
to destroy the Soviet S tate. The fact that fore ign agents and 
spies have been able to en li st the help of Soviet c i t izens or to 
take advantage of the over-weening ambit ion of certain Soviet 
l eaders i s  not a phenomenon which occurs only in  the Soviet 
Union. In expressing horrified surprise at the defection of a 
Communist leader in  the Soviet Union, those who thereby 
seek to run down the Soviet S tate are real l y  compl imenting 
the system by unconsciously implying that i t  can, or at least 
should ,  never breed traitors who put their personal interests 
above those of the S tate. 

Notwithstanding these weighty h istorical factors, which 
are c ited as j ustification for the specia l  measures adopted by 
the Soviet Union to safeguard i s  in tegrity against subversion 
and sabotage, we believe that the Soviet leaders should init iate 
radical measures to change the Soviet  l aws i n  certain respects ,  
i n  order to ensure that in pol i t ica l  cases-where alone , 
incidental ly ,  the drastic death penalty i s  sti l l  permissible-al l  
possibi l ity of  a mi scarriage of  justice is e l iminated, and to  
guarantee that not  on ly  i s  j ustice done i n  every case, but  that 
it shoul d  also be seen to be done . The argument that mere 
observance of the formal i ties of justice is no guarantee of its 
essence being respected certain ly  has a great deal of weight; 
but there are certain customary forms and procedures evolved 
by Man in h i s  quest for justice which need to be preserved or 
rev ived, even i f  today in some countries they are used as a 

c loak for the grossest forms of i njustice. Further, what appears 
to be the Soviet Government ' s  d isregard of foreign opinion 
in relation to thei r  internal pol icies needs to be reviewed, if 
only because everything that happens in  the Soviet Union 
affects in ternational opin ion  and . therefore, i nternat ional  
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events. We hold the v iew that the Soviet legal system should 
be improved on these l ines. The civi l  l ibert ies now granted to 
Sov iet c i tizens should be expanded. and effective measures 
adopted to ensure that the rights guaranteed by law cannot 
under any c ircumstances be overridden. The poss ib i l i ty of 
human error should be e l iminated as far as possible by a 
system of checks and balances .  such as the right of appeal in 
every pol i t ical case. ful l  guarantee of the pri soner · s safe 
custody. the grant of sat i sfactory faci l i t ies for defence. and 
the avoidance of an accused person being treated as gui lty 
unt i l  his gui l t  is proved. Such reforms would be eas ier  of 
achievement in a normal world. where the independence and 
sovereignty of each State are respected by the others; in a 
certa in  sense .  however. the ex i stence of the Cold War 
provides the Soviet Union with an addi t ional reason for 
making these changes wi thout further delay. so that the 
machinations of saboteurs and their war-mongering fore ign 
a l l i e s  can be e x posed  before the wor ld .  and h o s t i l e  
propagandi sts d isarmed. 

31 October 1956 

Moscow to Budapest 

S ince the Twentieth Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Un ion. the Socia l i st world has been in a state of active 
polit ical ferment. The developments revealed for the first t ime 
in  February this year. and subsequent events in the U S SR 
and certa in  countries of Eastern Europe. clearly indicate that 
bas ic changes in the structure and pol i ty of the Soc ial i st State 
have been undertaken in order to rid the system of the dross 
that had been col lected dur ing the periods of c iv i l  war and 
fore ign i nvas ion .  of internal confl ict and acute economic 
difficult ies .  So vast i s  the scope of the change em i saged
being based on a drastic rev i s ion of Marshal Stal i n ' s  pol icies 
and methods. the del iberate exposure of h is  regime ' s  mistakes 
and mi sdeeds .  and radical reform in the legal. economic and 
polit ical fields-that a hasty appra i sal of the s ituation would 
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have no lasting value, and can be attempted only by those 
who are p ledged ei ther to condemn or to praise b l indly 
everything that happens in the world of Social i sm .  Further, 
information regarding the proven facts is s t i l l  too scanty,  and 
much of it is too prejudiced, to deserve uncrit ic ial credence .  
And, i n  any case, events of  such great significance can best 
be judged in a historical perspective. Whi le final assessment 
must, of necessity, be deferred, certain trends are becoming 
c learly discernible ,  and i t  i s  significant that,  so far. each step 
taken-albeit not always without hesitation-has been in the 
direction of democratic progress .  

Inside the USSR i t  would appear that, notwithstanding 
his earl ier achievements in the defence of Social i sm and the 
Soviet Union ,  Marshal S tal in  took advantage of the unsettled 
conditions to arrogate to himself extraordinary powers, which 
were used not on ly  to deal w i th the threat of foreign  
i ntervent ion-which was real enough a t  a l l  times-but were 
a l so  employed to conso l i date h i s  own l eadersh ip .  The 
demands of security were indeed high in  the world ' s  first 
Social i s t  S tate , but i t  i s  now revealed that S tal in interpreted 
S tate security as also embracing the security of h is  own rule ,  
and equated i t  with the suppression of c iv i l  l ibert ies .  D issident 
pol i t ic ians  and their fol lowers were often detained without 
trial , arbi trary arrest and prosecution on fal se charges became 
Beria ' s  set policy in  handl ing the regime ' s  opponents, and on 
the strength of confessions-often extracted through non
j udic ia l  methods-along w i th the gu i l ty ,  m any innocent 
persons were condemned to death or sentenced to long terms 
of imprisonment. These harsh and rigid pract ices defied 
Social i s t  principles, and i nvolved a violat ion of Soviet l aws 
and the tradi t ions estab l i shed by Lenin .  Incidental ly, i t  should 
be noted that this crit icism h as nothing in common with the 

hosti le  propaganda of those who hate the Soviet U nion for i t s  
sources of s trength-the e l iminat ion of exploi tation and 
opposi t ion to imperial i sm-rather than crit ic i se it for i ts  
weaknesses. Those ins ide the USSR who knew the truth
and were t h u s  i n  the  b e s t  pos i t i o n  t o  j u dge the  

705 



706 

Pakistan: The First Twelve Years 

s i tuation-were. apparently. s i lenced by fear or expediency; 
and at the same time certain Soviet institutions were perverted 
to serve the rulers · personal ends. It has been pertinently 
pointed out that .  when a system of governance c an be 
dominated by one man or a small  group to such an extent and 
for so long. its structure needs to be carefu l ly  examined and 
set r ight to prevent a repet i t ion of such perversions .  A 
beginning has already been made towards reforming the 
Sov iet system . The Penal Code i s  being amended. the legal 
system is being overhauled .  and a system of co l lect ive 
leadership-in opposit ion to the cul t  of the i nd ividual-has 
been estab l i shed. However. a great deal more needs to be 
done before the legacy of the past can be ful ly  l iquidated. 
The people must be guaranteed that col lective leadersh ip w i l l  
never degenerate into collective authori tarian ism:  that the 
i l legal methods condemned by the new leadersh ip w i l l  not be 
used even against those who are considered gui l ty of grave 
c r i me s .  These  and  o ther  e s se n t i al reform s m u s t  be  
implemented with a l l  possible speed: bu t  i t  should be  real i sed 
that the new leadership w i l l  be able to avoid past mistakes 
and evolve correct pol icies if. particularly in  their cri t ic ism 
of S tal in ,  they do not forget the pecul iar factors governing 
their country ' s h istory or the ir own part in i ts  making. 

The m istaken Soviet pol icy of strict control from the top 
was reflected in international relations by a s imil ar rigidity. 
which led to attempts to enforce complete conformity in  
thought and action among the East European countries .  Not 
only was this  impermissible on grounds of Soc i al i st theory, 
but in  pract ice it led to grievous blunders. I n  economic 
p l ann ing .  for example .  an exaggerated stress on heavy 
industry. and attempts to col lectiv i se agricu l ture wi thout ful l  
preparations, caused acute suffering and discontent. O n  the 
pol i t ical side. this  pol icy sought to impose an unhealthy 
uniformity, and thus drove Yugoslavia out of the Cominform. 
Thi s  body has now been dissolved. and Moscow ' s ideological 
pressure on the States in c lose treaty relationship wi th the 
USSR has been relaxed considerably .  The l atest  events i n  
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Poland and Hungary show that the promised trans i t ion in th is  
respect ,  and the expected changes in  the national pol icies of 
these countries ,  are tak ing place at too s low a pace. An 
impatient people have begun to demonstrate in favour of 
democratic reforms and more rational economic pol icies .  At 
places, peaceful demonstrations have ended i n  v iolence; at 
others , groups which had nothing to do w ith the demonstrators 
have suddenly emerged from hiding to start the shooting. It i s  
reasonable to  assume that men on  whom mi l l ions of dollars 
have been lavished in recent years have found on opportune 
moment to do the ir  job. But  whatever the extent of Western 
intervent ion through the i r  paid agents, the problems facing 
Poland and Hungary are primarily internal in character and 
must  be dealt with as such-which means ,  among other 
things, that the Soviet troops stationed in Warsaw Pact bases 
must not be used for restoring order, and should be withdrawn 
from these States as soon as possible.  The new Governments 
in  these two countries w i l l  undoubtedly  be able to deal with 
the s i tuation-not only on the law-and-order level but also 
on the pol i t ical plane. They must be al lowed to do so without 
foreign interference from any s ide .  

The clashes that have taken place in Poland and Hungary 
can have two effects on the s ituation . They can either. as seems 
to be happening, hasten the progress of reform in these and other 
neighbouring countries, or they can strengthen the hands of the 
diehards against the l iberals and encourage a reversal of the 
process of democrati sation. Although the chances of the latter 
development taking place are smal l ,  i t  needs to be stressed that 
retraction of the new policy would be a tragedy. The answer to 
the spurt of rioting is not less, but more, democracy. To achieve 
success in the ir aims. the new leaders of the Social ist S tates wil l  
have to revive their best traditions, abandon the evi l s  which 

either had their roots in war-conditions or were a heritage of 
Tsarism, and evolve a new methodology which, in striving for 
ful l  political and economic democracy, wi l l  seek to serve the 
people in accordance with their wishes. Mr Molotov ' s  confession 
before the Party Congress that 'we ( the leadership) are not 
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infrequently sti l l  prisoners of the habits and conventions formed 
in the past ' .  should constantly be kept i n  mind by his colleagues 
and friends. in the USSR and outside. so that the break with the 
past. for which they cannot absolve themselves of the ir share of 
responsib i l i ty .  can be made complete. and a new era of 
democratic Social ism can be l aunched with confidence. 

6 !\oyember 1956 

Intervention in Hungary 

Although the situation in Hungary is st i l l  too confused to permit 
a definite appraisal of recent developments. because of the 
importance of the issues i nvolved some of the latest happenings 
call for immediate comment. The facts as reported are that, 
while the reconstituted Nagy Gm ernment was negotiating with 
the Soviet commanders for the withdrawal of their troops from 
the country, a powerful section of the Cabinet led by Mr Janos 
Kadar-who now heads the new Gowrnment-staged a revolt 
against Mr Imre Nagy ' s  policies and secured the help of the 
Soviet troops to remove his Government from office. This i s  
clearly a case of foreign armed intervention in the internal affairs 
of Hungary. While c rit icising the presence of Soviet troops in  
the East European States a few days ago. we had in particular 
stressed that their employment to  deal wi th any i nternal 
development in these countries was a wrong and harmful step. 
At that time Soviet help had been asked for by the Nagy 
Government. Later, however, the reconstituted Nagy Government 
demanded that  the Sov iet troops shou ld  be w i thdrawn 
immediate ly .  Before the negot iations had led to any results. a 
Cabinet split occurred. and the Soviet forces took the side of the 
M inisters who opposed Mr Nagy. This  hasty move by the Soviet 
troops. i n  oppos i t ion  to the w i shes of the es tab l i shed 
Government. provides a reprehens ib le example of foreign 
interference in Hungary 's  domestic affairs. However unpalatable 
the last Nagy Government ' s  policy of repud iat ing the Warsaw 
Pact and adopting a neutralist position might have been to the 
USSR and to large sections of Hungarian opinion, the conflict 
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should have been settled by the Hungarian people themselves, 
without foreign interference of any sort. I t  has been stated that 
Mr Nagy was acting in collusion with fascist elements, imported 
from abroad, who wanted to restore capitalism and feudalism. 
These charges may well  be true; but even if they are substantiall y  
correct, the question, we  repeat, was one to  be  settled by the 
Hungarians themselves, and only in the event of a serious threat 
of mil i tary intervention from the West could there be justification 
for obtaining the help of the Soviet Army. 

Soviet spokesmen have sought to j ustify the use of thei r  
troops in  Hungary by referring to  the  Warsaw Pact. Never 
before have its aims been interpreted as including common 
action against subversion. The Warsaw Pact, we feel ,  can 
only defeat its main aim of protecting the freedom of i ts  
member nations if  it i s  moulded in  such c lose imitation of 
NATO that i t  even includes the clause regarding ' internal 
aggression' or subversion-a clause that the Sociali st S tates 
have rightl y  critici sed for years as an instrument for foreign 
interference i n  the smaller NATO countries. I t  does not,  of 
course, l i e  in the mouths of Wes tern statesmen to condemn 
the use of Soviet troops in H ungary-with their own black  
record i n  th i s  regard-but genu ine democratic  op in ion  
throughout the  world has  the right to  cri t ic ise th i s  step as  a 
v i o l at ion of the sovere ignty of the H ungarian peopl e .  
Anyhow, even i f  the leading sponsors of  t h e  General 
Assembly ' s  resolution are only cynical supporters of the move 
for withdrawing foreign troops from Hungary , the demand i t  
voices i s  a correct and desirable  end; w e  hope, therefore, that 
the USSR wi l l  accept it without delay .  

The new Government ' s  first aim, natural ly ,  i s  to restore 
law and order, but the restoration of peace wi l l  not by itself 
solve the extremely i mportant i s sues that have been raised.  

The question of foreign troops ,  the restitution of the people ' s  
poli tical and civic rights of  which they have been deprived 
by the Rakosi regime, and the estab l i shment of a genuinely 
democratic system of government, wil l  remain on the agenda 
for Hungary, and if these i ssues are to be decided wi th any 
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hope of permanent sett lement.  they must  be determ i ned by 
t h e  H u n g ar i an p e o p l e  t h e m s e l v e s- w i t h o u t  fo re i gn 
interference. Whether th i s  interference comes i n  the shape of 
subsidies to secret groups or venal pol i t i c i an s .  or con s i sts  of 
the use or threat of armed force .  i t  v i o l ates pol i t ical  moral i ty 
and creates condi t ions \vh ich c annot help to en<.,ure peace and 
stab i l i ty i n  E u rope . It is i ndeed surpris ing that those among 
the Soviet  l e aders who cri t ic ise  Sta l in  · s  act ions and have 
sponsored a new democrat i c  p o l i c y  shoul d  have done i n  
H ungary what Sta l in  d i d  not e w n  dream o f  doing i n  the c ase 
of Y ugoslavi a .  They should reali se that. if the i r  l iberal pol icy 
had been acted upon wi th  greater speed and v i gour. the 
eruption i n  Hungary would probabl y  have been avoided. They 
should a l so rea l i se that m i l i tary i ntervention i n  another S t ate 
amounts to a reversal of their  new pol icy .  that i t  i s  contrary 
to the principles of Soc i al i sm.  and that i t s  consequences and 
repercuss ion s  w i l l  in the l ong run do a great deal of harm t o  
t h e  c ause of Social i s m .  

W h i le a fi nal  opi n i on on t h e  s ubj ect m u s t  a w a i t  the 
av a i l ab i l i t y  of m ore defi n i te news.  we cannot re s i s t  the  
concl us ion that the Soviet  Union ' s  pol icy i n  rel ation to the 
recent events in Hungary has been wrong. and that the m i l i tary 
interference lacks a l l  legal ,  moral ,  and pol i t ical  just ifi cation: 
further, it tends to weaken the cause of democracy. and 
increases the danger of the Cold War being i ntensified. The 
U S S R  m ust, therefore. retrace its steps in H u ngary. We would 
also suggest that the Warsaw Pact should be revi sed so that no 
Soviet troops should be stationed i n  any Eastern European 
country .  and their entry should be possible  only to deal w i th an 

actual threat of m i l i tary i nvasion from the West. 

19  June 1958 

Hungarian Tragedy 

The execution of \f r Imre N agy.  a former Prime �1ini ster of 
H ungary. and th ree o f  h i s  c l osest assoc i ates.  is a horr i fying 
echo of the gri m t ragedy that engulfed H ungary i n  1 956 .  



Quest for Stab i l i sation 

Whatever one may think of the genesis of the Hungarian 
uprising or of the manner in which it was suppressed, there 
seems to be no justification for inflicting the death sentence 
on Mr Nagy eighteen months after the end of the fighting and 
the foreign intervention from both East and West, and when 
the world was beginning to hope that Hungary had returned 
to normalcy and that its problems would  henceforth be dealt 
with and solved without resort to v iolence. In conditions of 
civi l  war or soon thereafter, harsh sentences against those 
proved guilty in open trials of serious violations of the l aw 
are at least understandable .  B ut in the present case, Mr Imre 
Nagy was not accused of l oot or murder; he has been 
penalised only for his pol itical actions.  And whether one 
condemns or approves the policies he pursued after his 
appointment as Prime Minister in October 1 956, it appears 
wrong and unjust that he should be made to pay with his l ife 
for any mistake that he i s  supposed to have made at that time. 
In fact capital punishment for pol i t ical crimes m ust be 
abolished altogether, if the nations of the world are to evolve 
a higher pattern of polity. 

It is also relevant to recall that, for a part of the period 
during which he is now alleged to have been preparing for the 
uprising in collusion with Western agents, many of his present 
accusers were his colleagues. Anyhow, the charges against Mr 
Nagy lose al l  significance in the eyes of  the outside world 
when it is revealed that he was tried in complete secrecy, 
without the evidence against him being subjected to public 
appraisal-which is one of the best ways to ensure that the 
courts of a country remain an instrument of justice, and do not 
become the vehicle of their own whims or of the executive ' s  
arbitrary orders. What i s  more, i t  w i l l  be  remembered that 
when his  Government fel l  in the first week of November 1 956, 

Mr Nagy sought political asylum in the Yugosl av Embassy in 
Budapest; and he did not  emerge from his refuge until he had 
been assured by the Kadar Government that his life and person 
would be safe, and that he would be allowed to return to his 
home as a free man. Instead, he was arrested soon after he l eft 
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the Embassy and was spirited away to Romania. and it was 
said then that this was considered necessary for his own safety . 
At that t ime no grave charges were levelled against h im.  In 
fact ,  it was said that Mr Nagy had been a prisoner i n  the hands 
of the reactionary elements in his al l-part ies ·  Cabinet. or that 
he panicked and gave \vay under pressure from right-wing 
elements who were helping the insurgents. Now. the world i s  
suddenly told that the ex-Premier has been tried. found gui l ty 
and put to death for grave crimes against the State. 

What the West ' s  cold warriors wi l l  have to say on the 
subject of Imre Nagy ' s  death ,  for the ir own propaganda 
purposes. can have no great significance. For those who ignore, 
or even justify.  the daily s laughter of hundreds of Algerians 
have no right to be shocked at the execution of a few 
i ndividuals; those who applaud de Gaulle.  approve of Franco, 
and finance a whole tribe of dictators in South America and 
Asia. cannot preach with much effect about the v i rtues of 
freedom: and those who attacked Egypt not long ago. and are 
now prepared to save Lebanon from the Lebanese, can hardly 
expect to be taken seriously when they shout about non
intervention or quote international law. Be that as i t  may, those 
who endeavour to view world events with a substantial measure 
of objectivity, and who genuinely bel ieve in Man ' s  right to 
democratic l i berty ,  cannot re s i s t  the concl usion that Imre 
Nagy ' s  death is a disservice to the cause of human just ice. that 
i t  cannot strengthen the cause of Social ism. and that it wi l l  
probably help to  fan the flames of the East-West Cold War 
and. thus. weaken the cause of world peace and freedom. 

IV. I�DO-CHI�A LESSO:\'S 

1 0  May 1 954 

The Last Betrayal 

The fal l  of a smal l Indo-Chinese v i l lage. whose ex i stence 
was unknown to the outside world a few months ago. may 
determ ine the course of mankind ' s  future h istory. Carefu l ly  
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chosen by French and American strategists .  and widely 
publicised as their point-of-no-retreat, D ien B ien Phu was 
converted into a strong fortress  as a del iberate chal lenge to 
the Vietnam People ' s  Army-a ' trap ' that would invite the 
gueri l l a  armies to fight a p itched battle and thus s uffer 
annih i l ation. The challenge was accepted; but i t  was the 
French who found themselves entrapped. And after fifty
seven days of i ntense fight ing,  the wel l - supp l ied and 
heav i ly-armed French garrison, comprising the best troops 
that France could muster, has been forced to raise the white 
flag before an i l l-equipped force l ed by an ex- law student. 
Although the French M i l itary Command has now tried to 
soften the grievous blow by claiming that Dien B ien Phu had 
successfu l ly  ' fulfi l l ed its mission , '  the mi l i tary significance 
of the French debacle cannot be underestimated. Reports from 
Paris correctly assess the event as the biggest French defeat 
s ince World War Two, and one might add that it i s  equal l y  a 
defeat for the a l l iance of Western imperia lism. This accords 
w ith the appraisal made about a fortnight ago by the V ietnam 
Commander-in-Chief, General Giap, who described the clash 
at Dien B ien Phu as ' the greatest battle for our war of 
l iberation ' .  The reali sts among the French, of course, rea l i se 
that they have not mere ly  lost a batt le ;  they have lost a war. 
The French C-in-C in lndo-China, General Navarre, admits 
this fact when he says that, if the V ietnam armies continue 
their present tactics ,  ' it would be impossible for the French 
forces alone to face such an eventual i ty , '  and that ' foreign 
i ntervent ion would  become necessary ' .  The General
forgetting that h i s  own uninvited presence in Vietnam and 
that of his troops is the worst form of foreign intervention
means by ' foreign intervention ' that America must not onl y  
give more gold and guns, but also arrange to provi d e  soldiers 

for the war to re-enslave Indo-China. 
In a sane world ,  the appeal for help for a tottering  

imperial i sm-facing a r ichly earned nemes i s-would be  
d ismissed with contempt. Our world, however, i s  far removed 
from sanity. A great deal of help has already been given to 
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save the hated French regime in Indo-China. In fact .  America 
has effectively prevented the French from making a serious 
effort to end the war through a negotiated settlement, and US 
dip lomats are doing their best to sabotage the Geneva peace 
talks .  In Washington ' s  pecul iar term inology. the V ietnamese 
patriot s ·  strugg le for freedom is  · aggress ion ' .  and the bloody 
French effort to re-estab l i sh their empire is a j ust war ' in 
defence of the free world ' .  The c loak for this predatory policy 
i s  America ' s  self-al lotted miss ion to save the world from the 
· ev i l  of Communi sm ' .  whose spread ' by any mean s '
including normal pol it ical methods-is a danger which must 
be met w ith  prevent ive  war and. if necessary . atom ic  
weapons. These perverse pol icies lead only in  one direction
World War Three. The ghastly catastrophe has been avoided 
so far because the American people do not want war;  
therefore. Wash ington ' s  crusaders have been working hard to 
persuade other countries to provide the ground forces to 
spearhead the US  plan for ·massive retal iation ' .  These efforts 
have not been very successfu l .  The Dul les  proposal for 
i mmediate Anglo-American intervention in Indo-China was 
rejected by the Brit ish .  The plan for a South-East Asian 
al l iance on the NATO pattern . which would sati sfy the US  
ambi t ion of  making ' Asians fight Asian s · ,  has also been 
stalled. partl y  by B ri t i sh obstruction and part ly  by the uni ted 
stand taken at Colombo by the Prime Ministers of five leading 
Asian countries .  With the fal l  of Dien B ien Phu, however. 
renewed attempts are certain to be made to turn away from 
the path of peace and to prepare for al l -out war. S ince 
America i s  ne i ther wi l l ing nor able to ' go i t  alone . '  the 

countries of Western Europe-parti cularly Great B ri tain
and Asia are in a position to halt the mad drift towards war 
by refus ing to support the US plan for intervention.  An lndo
Chinese \\ ar-as des ired by Washington-would create the 
imminent threat of \Vorld War Three and the danger of 
mankind ' s  total annihi lati on . Those who hold in their hands 
the fate of the human race. and have been entrusted by their 
peoples wi th the task of saving world peace. cannot afford 
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to-and they must not be all owed to-fail ,  for i f  they do, i t  
w i l l  probably  be their las t  fai lure , their last  betrayal of their 
fel low men. 

23 July 1 954 

Geneva Victory 

The Geneva agreement marks a great victory for the forces 
of freedom and peace. After seven years of bitter fighting, 
ini t iated by France in a fool ish attempt to resurrect her Far 
East empire, the val iant struggle of the Indo-Chinese peoples 
has been vindicated and their right to ful l  freedom recogni sed. 
The cease-fire pact ,  which serves the best in terests not only 
of the S tates of Indo-China but also of France and the rest of 
the world, constitutes a decis ive defeat for those who sought 
to prolong the b loodshed and destruction in  the hope of 
acquiring the right to use Indo-China as a base for future 
wars. In order to d ispel the confusion that certain quarters are 
trying to create, it is perhaps necessary to recal l  that the war 
in Indo-China began long before the Communist bogey was 
conjured up and used as a cover for cold-blooded aggression 
in the West ' s  post-war drive to stab i l ise old empires and 
found new colonies. When Japan ' s  ' co-prosperity sphere ' 
col lapsed, the Bri t ish invaded Indo-China, professedly to 
disarm the Japanese-who had already been di sarmed-but, 
in  rea l i ty ,  to  hold the fort for their weakened s i ster i n  
imperial ism unti l  the French were able t o  muster sufficient 
forces to re-enter the country . The Brit ish decei t  was matched 
by the treachery of the French who, after having recognised 
the Coal it ion Government of Ho Chi Minh, l aunched a fu l l 
scale attack in  an effort to drown in their blood the people ' s  
demand for freedom.  For seven years the country has been 
ravaged by a heterogeneous French Army, which inc luded 
l o c a l  puppe t s ,  German Fasc i s t s ,  c o l on i a l  and o ther  
mercenaries,  in what was rightly described throughout France 
as ' the d irty war ' .  During this period, France has suffered 
immensely;  but ,  despite the terrible drain of b lood and 
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treasure. i t  was many years before the growing public demand 
that Ho Chi Minh·  s repeated peace offers shoul d  be accepted 
began to be given serious attention by the rul i ng circ les .  By  
th i s  t ime, however. America had become interested in  the 
matter. and US aid to France \vas used as a lever to prevent 
negotiations for a peaceful settlement in  I nda-China. It i s  not 
surprising. therefore. that the Geneva Pact. which i s  be ing 
welcomed with joy and rel ief all over the world. i s  being 
interpreted by many American public i sts as a defeat for US 
policies and a cause for mourning in  Washington . 

France was faced with two a l ternatives:  she could e ither 
v irtua l ly surrender her empire to America and continue the 
war with greater American aid and under US direction, or 
come to honourable terms with the V ietnamese People ' s  
Government .  I n  choosing the l at ter  course,  the French 
Government ignored the advice of some of its own fire-eating 
Generals.  whose appet i te for war seems to have been whetted 
with every defeat of French arms. and has taken a deci sion 
which w i l l  be supported by the vast majority of the French 
people. The Brit ish Government ' s  firm refusal to get involved 
in the lndo-China war-where. despite the West ' s  i mmense 
technical superiority. the chances of success were meagre
was another important contri butory factor i n  persuad ing 
France to make the correct choice. More important, however. 
than all these considerations is the fact .  which must have 
greatly influenced a l l  the negotiators at Geneva, that fai lure 
to achieve peace in Geneva would bring nearer the threat of 
World War Three. The American representatives seem to have 
used al l the pressure they were capable of to prevent an East
West rapprochement at Geneva. When the assumption of 
office by M. Mendes-France destroyed the hope M. B idau l t  
had raised of  the talks being sabotaged. US attention was 
turned to Inda-Chinese gentlemen of the B ao Dai type. but 
the peoples ' desire for peace was so strong that these tact ics 
produced no result  beyond one or two meaningless statements 
from persons who owe the ir  posit ions entire ly  to the French 
Fore ign Office. Frustrated. annoyed. and completely iso lated, 
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the Americans have had to acquiesce in the arrangement for 
peace i n  I ndo-China. They have even been persuaded to give 
a guarantee that the United States w i l l  ' refrain from the threat 
or use of force to d isturb the peace settlement ' .  That even her 
al l ies considered such a pledge of future good behaviour 
necessary constitutes a compl ete exposure of America ' s  pro
war procl ivi t ies .  

A lthough a detai led appraisal of the Geneva Pact wil l  be 
possible only when the ful l  texts of the various agreements 
and decl arations are made available, and it is known how the 
d i fferent  parti e s  are going to i nterpre t  the m ore crucia l  
clauses, there can be no doubt that the accord represents a 
big step forward towards international peace. I t  i s ,  of course, 
obvious that much wi l l  depend on how the agreement is 
implemented, but we fee l  confident that, if  the spiri t  of 
Geneva is maintained, i t  should not be difficu l t  to e l iminate 
the danger of a recrudescence of the host i l it ies in  Indo-China, 
and  to  t h w ar t  the efforts  of the  sabo teurs-Fre n c h ,  
Vietnamese, o r  American-who seem t o  have developed a 
vested interest in the Inda-Chinese war. Whi le the Geneva 
agreement is undoubtedly  a major achievement, and those 
responsible for i t  deserve a l l  prai se, it is necessary to point 
out that it is  only a first step towards creating stab i l i ty  in  the 
world .  Whi le welcoming the pact, the Prime Min ister of 
Pak istan. Mr Mohammed Al i ,  has pertinently pointed out the 
need of tack ling o ther international problems, l ike  Tunis ia  
and M orocco, i n  the  ' same admirable spirit ' .  If the happy 
resu l t  of the Geneva parleys can encourage world statesmen 
to deal speedi ly with other disputes that constitute a threat to 
i nternational peace or, in any case , i l l ustrate the denial of a 
na t ion ' s  j ust  r ights-which ,  inter alia , i nc lude  Ch ina ' s  
admission to the UN, the war i n  Malaya, Br i t i sh occupation 

of the Canal Zone, Palestine, and Paki stan ' s  d isputes with 
India over Kashmir and canal waters-mankind may soon be 
able to banish the fear of se lf-annihi lation and look forward 
confidently to an era of peace and unprecedented progress.  
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V. C H A J\GE I� B RITAIN 

11  January 1957 

Inglorious Exit 

B o w i n g  b e fo r e  t h e  u n ab a t i n g  s t o r m  r a i s e d  h y  h i s  
Government ' s  rash and fool i sh \ en t ur e  i n  Egypt. S i r  Anth T\ 

Eden has brought  to an end the bri efest  and one of the 1110�1 

ing lorious terms of any Br i t i sh  Prime M i n i -,t e r. Tlw b u l k i in 
prepared for h i m  by a h i gh - l e \ e l  medical  board. c e rt i fy i : i p:  

t h a t  S i r  A n t h o n y  i s  no l onger physical l y  fi t for the  hea\ ) 
burdens of the h igh offi ce he has occupied w i th such l i t t le  
c red i t .  may w e l l  be a genuine document :  hut  the f: 1 :  • •  t rem a i n s  
that h i s  re signat ion i s  pri m ar i l y  a pol i t i cal  dec i s i �1ri .  a n d  t h at 
even i f  he were not i n  poor h t' al t h .  h i s  e x i t  from the centre of 
B ri t ai n ' s  pol i t ica l  stage 1 1 ad become i ne\· i t a h l e .  The Prime 
M i n i st er ' s  fon d  h o pe t h a t  h i s  t e m porary re t i re m e n t  t o  
Jamaica-during \\ h i  ch h i s  col l eagues annuunct'd the dec i s ion 
to \vi th draw from Egypt. and sought to repa i r some of the 
damage done to Bri ta in ·s posi t ion in  t he \\ or!d---would i n duce 
people to forget or condone h i s  cr i m e . and t h u s  a l l ow h i m  to 
rem ai n  i n  Do\\ n i ng Street at l e ast for the rest of his  normal 
tenure. cou ld  not m aterial i se. primari l y  because.  apart from 
the d is astrous economic and po l i t i ca l  conse4uences of the 
S u e z  War.  S i r  Anthony fd ,� n  h ad by that  one m ad act  
forfe i ted the  t rus t  of his  m\ n people .  of B r i t ai n ' s  al l i e s .  and 
of the rest of the worl d .  

T h e  S ue z  W a r  h as destroyed complete l y  the carefu l ly
fo s t c rc d  i l l u s i o n t h a t E d e n  \\ a s  a m a n  o f  p e a c e  a n d  

m oderat ion . t h a t  h i s  perpetual d i thering \\ as real l y  a form o f  
h i gh d i p l o m ac y .  a n d  t h at he stood fi rm l y  p l edged to a b i d e  by 
L f\i  p ri n c i p l e s .  The B r i t i s h  peop l e .  h a v i n g  v o t e d  t h e  
Conservat i v e s  i n t o  p o w e r  on t h e  · pe ac e  t i c k e t . ·  fo u n d  
themselves s uddenl y  th rc)\\ n i n to a cruel war o f  aggre s s i o n .  
w h i c h  fol lm\ ed a di rty compi racy w ith France and I sr ae l :  
and i t  m u s t  be �aid to t h e i r  honour that.  despi te t h e  j i ngoism 
of Tory r ight-\\ i ngers. a -,uffi c i e n t h  l arge �ect ion o f  publ ic  
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opm10n condemned Eden ' s  war policy strongly enough to 
assist in i t s  reversal .  Eden ' s  war has cost Britain what l i t t le 
prestige i t  had left i n  the M iddle East ,  making i t  extremely 
difficu l t  for i ts few Asian friends to continue their support of 
Br i t i sh pol ic ies ,  and earned for i t  world-w ide obloquy . 
F urther ,  the  Anglo-Amer i can ax i s  has  been weakened 
cons iderably as a resul t  of the Brit ish Government ' s  attempt 
to win a war w i thout US help, because America probably 
feel s  that Eden ' s  act of bad faith gives it the freedom to act 
on i t s  own ini t iative-without wait ing for Bri t ish approval 
and wi thout making concessions to Brit ish in terests-in the 
M iddle East and other parts of the world .  The E isenhower 
Doctrine i s ,  apparently, the first major step in this direction; 
for, despite i ts  anti-Communist  verbiage, the new US policy 
can either impinge upon the sovereignty of the Arab S tates or 
gradual ly begin to take over the concessions that B ritain s t i l l  
enjoys i n  this  part of the world .  I t  was also m ade qui te 
obvious by Washington that Eden was not the right man to 
s tart repair ing the Anglo-American a l l i ance . These and 
various other rel ated factors combined to create a burden that 
Sir Anthony Eden could not carry for very much l onger. He 
might, of course, have been al lowed to stay on for another 
few weeks ,  but the need for a revi s ion of Bri t i sh polic ies ,  
under a new Prime M inister, had become too urgent to al low 
for a more gracefu l  departure to be arranged. I t  was clear that 
the Prime M i ni ster ' s  posit ion could not be saved, and that 
any attempt to do so, or even to preserve it unt i l  a safe 
successor could be chosen at greater leisure, might completely 
wreck the divided Government .  To prevent an open split in 
the Conservative Party ,  and to rescue the Anglo-American 
al l iance, i t  had become absol utely necessary that he should 
go w i thout further delay . 

Irrespective of the merits and capacities of his  successor, 
the main i ssue that arises from the c ircumstances of Eden ' s  
resignation i s  that Parl iament should b e  d i s so lved and a 
General Elect ion held a t  once. Notwi thstanding the new 
medical bul let in ,  S ir  Anto : ;y  Eden has had to quit  office 
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because he was gu i l t y  of the grave s in  of start i ng an 
aggressive war. The bulk of his  party has formal ly supported 
h i s  war policies,  in violat ion of its e lection pledges; it has ,  
therefore, forfeited i ts right to rule the country. I t  i s  also 
known that the country i s  b i tterly div ided over the Suez War 
issue and a l l ied questions .  The Labour Party ' s  demand for an 
immediate General E lect ion i s .  therefore . ful l y  just ified,  
because on l y  thus can the B r i t i sh people g u ide the i r  
Government ' s  policies in the cris i s  created by  the Suez War. 
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Personalia 

31 January 1 948 

Glorious Dust 

Mahatma Gandhi is dead .  The world has been deprived of 
the sight  and sound of his frai l  body and aged voice-the 
body and voice that had in the last few months almost lost, 
for a l arge section of mankind, their personal and ephemeral 
character and become timeless symbols of compassionate love 
and fearless rect i tude. As the man who first ploughed the arid 
wastes of Indian polit ics in  the pre-nationalist period, the 
man who husbanded the seeds and sapl i ngs, only recently 
come to frui t  and flower, of the freedom of Indian peoples, 
Gandh i ' s  name had passed into h istory long before the present 
and the greatest chapter in his l i fe commenced. It was he 
who l i ghted the path, for Musl im and Hindus a l ike, during 
our earlier travels towards the goal of national l iberation. In 
l ater days our ways parted for reasons unnecessary to recount, 
but the nature of our national objectives remained identical
the attainment of ful l  and unfettered freedom for all the great 
peoples of the Indian sub-cont inent .  During th is  period 
Gandhij i '  s pol it ics were not our polit ics.  We have differed 
often and sometimes violently with what he said and did. We 
have occasional l y  spoken in b itterness and written i n  anger. 
And now the wheel had come ful l  c i rc le  and our paths 
converged again .  For in these last momentous days Gandhi ,  
the pol i tician, gave p lace t o  the infinitely greater Gandhi ,  the 
man. He saw, as few of us can fail to see, that spread out 
underneath the present pol i t ical contours of India and Pakistan 
is one vast immensity of unhappiness and fear and suffering, 
and he strove as few of us have had the courage to strive to 
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pre s s  back  the d i me n s i o n s  of t h i s s u ffe r i ng  i nto  
c ircumscription and confine. He saw. as few of  us  can fail t o  
see .  tha t  t he  present  b loodshed and  savagery are t he  
beginnings of  an  unholy assault. not only on  our freedom 
newly-won . but also on our cul ture and c iv i l i sation inherited 
from our remote ancestors, and he fought as few of us have 
had the courage to fight against this frenzied onslaught .  And 
now he is gone. There have been great heroes in hi story who 
l ived and fought and died to preserve their own people from 
dangers that threatened and from enemies ly ing i n  wait .  I t  
would  b e  hard t o  name any who has fal len fighting h i s  own 
people to preserve the honour of a people not his own. No 
greater sacrifice could be rendered by a member of one people 
to another and no greater tr ibute could be paid to the 
supremacy of fundamental human \ alues as opposed to 
passing fact ional squabbles.  And there could be no rebuttal 
more convinc ing to the popular prejudice that brands l arge 
sections of humanity as complete ly good or evi l .  as whol ly 
moral or immoral . There i s  l it t le hope for the world, however, 
if it has no other use for the noblest of deaths except to make 
i t  serve as  proof of so obvious a thes is .  The greatest l iving 
Indian has fal len to the bu l let of an unknown assass in .  The 
most effective rati onal voice in the vast Indian Dominion has 
been brutal ly  s i lenced. The best-loved and most venerated 
pol i t ical leader and moral evangel i s t  of a near sub-cont inent. 
the i do l  of m i l l ions. has been publ i c ly murdered. In India and 
Pakistan today every heart and every conscience should be 
searched to assess how far every heart and every conscience 
is answerable for this most fearful of tragedies. The poor 
id iot or maniac who committed the crime was certainly not 
the only man responsible .  Who had fed his mind wi th such 
fe l l  hate for the weary old man seeking to purge men · s  hearts 
w i th low? \Vhat nefarious potion made h im flex h is  muscles 
to lay \ iolent hands on the apostle of non-violence? The 
answer i s  obvious .  Every man who has thought and fel t  and 
spoke and acted a-., Gandh i j i  · s  assa.., -., i n  d i d .  was h i s  
accomplice.  Every v iolent word. deed. and thought went into 



Personal ia 

the composition of the mind that conceived and the arm that 
executed the terrible deed. Wi l l  th i s  crime be the last? We do 
not know. Who can compute the amount of misery brought 
into the world since the day when heads began to rol l and 
b lood began to flow in the laughing countryside of the Punjab 
and on the time-hal lowed pavements of Delhi and Ajmer? 
One should have thought that the people  of this sub-continent 
had reached by now the surfeit  of sorrow and the l imit  of 
pain. One should have thought that, however great the grip of 
fanatics and reactionaries on the mainsprings of popular 
thought and act ion,  the common people would have, on 
account of the immeasurable losses and privations they have 
undergone, managed to d isengage themselves by now from 
thi s  deadly grip and be their normal selves. It has not been 
so. The people of India, and indirectly the people of Pakistan, 
for he was trying to befriend both , have added to their other 
l osses the most grievous loss of all-the loss of Gandhi .  Let 
us hope that thi s  most prec ious sacrifice to the demons of 
hate w i l l  placate them at l ast, and the death of one wi l l  yet 
save the l ives of m i l l ions for whom thi s  l i fe was given. Once, 
the H indus and Musl ims of undivided India mingled their 
b lood, to fight for freedom under Gandh i ' s  banner during the 
Khi lafat days; let us  hope they w i l l  now mingle their  tears 
over h i s  glorious dust, to retain their peaceful freedom under 
the independent flags of India and Pakistan. 

9 August 1 950 

Paul Robeson 

The US State Department ' s  decision to cancel Paul Robeson' s  
passport should cause l ittle surprise, for i t  i s  known that ever 
since he decl ared m an y  years ago that, henceforth,  h i s  voice 
would be dedicated solely to the cause of l iberating mankind 
from s lavery of every type and estab l i sh ing peace in the 
world, efforts have been made by the political leaders of 
America and their  Wall Street patrons to harass and victimi se 
thi s  world-famous Negro s inger. As l ong as Paul Robeson 
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was content to s ing for h i s  l i ve l i hood on the terms l ai d  down 
by the phi l i st i nes who con trol America' s commerc i al i sed art. 
depict ing contented '.\'egro s l aves or ' l oy a l ·  Afri can Ch iefs. 
they kept fal l i ng m er each other to contract his services  for 

fi l m s  and concert s .  B ut \\ hen Robeson shO\\ ed s i g n s  of 
possess i n g  a soc ia l  conscience.  and refu sed to p l ay rol e s  
w h i c h  he conside red humi l i at ing to t h e  '.\'egro people .  the 
reac tion ary financ iers and racketeers started an organi sed 
boycot t  move ment agai ns t  h i m. which fai led only because 
Robeson ' s  \ O ice was so we l l  k nrm n and l i ked by t he worl d 
and because he was determi ned not to submit  any l onger to 
the dictates of Wal l S treet .  

Increasi ng l y .  Pau l Robeson associated h i m self  wi th  the 
fight against  pol i t ical  and social  i nj u st ice .  u s in g his  r ich.  
re sonant \ ·oice to speak on behalf  of the oppre ssed sections 
of mankind and part icu larly his O\\ n Negro peopl e-i n Africa 
as wel l  as the Cni ted S tate s .  S ince the S econd World W ar.  
Robeson has whol e - heartedly  thrmrn hi mself i nto the world 
struggle for peace rn1d freedom. w i th the res u l t  that the U S  
S tate Department has.  see mingl y .  begun t o  regard h i m  a s  a 
sworn enemy.  The A merican Government have now taken 
t he dra s t i c  step o f  c a n ce l l i n g  P a u l  R o be so n ' s  pas sport 
because. i t  i s  said.  h i s  act i v i t ies  are not in the i nterest  of the 
U n i ted S tate s .  Thi s  act of the Truman Admini strat ion shows 
the world how far removed the present  American Government 
is from real democracy .  w h i l e  the fact that W a s h i n gton 
regards Robeson ' s  anti-war and ant i- imperial i st act i v i t ies to 
be ag ainst  the interests  o f  America makes i t s  bosses se lf
eonfcssed warmongers and i m peri a l i st s .  

10  :\larch 1 953 

Stalin 

The death of Jo seph Sta l i n  has in  many way s l e ft the world a 

great deal poorer. A bri l l i ant sold i e r  whose powerful armies  
seek no con4uesh i n  fore i g n  l a n d s  but wi l l  to lerate no 
i n c ur s i o n  in to the i r  own. A w i s e  l e ader of m e n  whose 
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leadersh ip rested on h i s  people ' s  love and respect. A far
sigh ted statesman who successfu l ly  out-manoeuvred those 
who planned to destroy his  country for the s in of not tolerating 
feudal oppression and capitali s t  l oot, or for not accepting 
foreign ' aid  and advice ' .  A dist inguished i nternationali st who 
has on more than one occasion spearheaded m ankind ' s  
res istance against fascism i n  a l l  i t s  forms. A n  erudite scholar 
who enriched the world ' s  treasury of pol it ical thought, basing 
h i s  pol i t ical and social phi losophy on the right of al l  nations, 
both big and small ,  to maintain their freedom and sovereignty. 
A forceful writer who i s  widely acknowledged as one of the 
masters of modern prose.  A great teacher who always 
remained a student, never disdain ing criticism and always 
s tress ing the importance of learn ing about l i fe from the 
common people. And, what may be regarded as a special 
characteristic, Stal in was a man whose greatness in amazingly 
w i de fie lds  of  h uman endeavour-which makes him a 
veritable g ian t  among men-did not affect one jot  h i s  i nnate 
s implicity and humili ty,  nor cloud his consciousness of the 
fact that the task is always more important than the instrument 
that accomplishes i t .  

Joseph Stal i n ' s  demise brings to a close an eventful chapter 
in the h istory of the world, marking the end of the first phase 
in an era which future h is torians would be j us t ified i n  
describing a s  the Stalin Era. No other man has had greater 
i nfluence on the course of human affairs during the first half of 
the present century; nor is there any other poli tical leader whose 
policies and precepts wi l l  give greater guidance to his  own 
country ' s  futur� destiny and mould that of the world for at 
least  the next few decades. S tal in stands in the first rank of that 
group of purposeful men who, at the tum of the twentieth 
century, undertook the task of transforming socialism from a 
dream of idealists and phi losophers into a practical plan for 
l i berating mankind from the oppressive system of Western 
capital i sm and-its inevitable concomitant-imperial ism. Even 
during the l ifet ime of Lenin ,  who led Russia ' s  v ictorious 
struggle against Tsarism and the i mperial ist  axis which sought 
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to re-ens lave the Soviet peoples. Stalin  was i n  the forefront of 
every important battle: but since the death of its founder, Stal in 
had been the chief leader of the young Soviet State. Lenin 
secured for his  people the right to build a new l ife-free from 
indigenous parasites and foreign exploiters . I t  was Stal in  who 
gave l ife to his  leader·s blueprints and real ity to his plans .  For 
three decades. Stalin has worked with extraordinary success to 
develop his country. to safeguard the welfare of i ts people. and 
to protect the social ist S tate from outside attack. At the same 
time. he has endeavoured unfalteringly to create a world that 
would abjure the path of war and recognise the right of every 
nation to detennine its own way of l ife .  

For the people of the Soviet Union .  Stal i n · s  death i s  an 
irreparabl e  loss: and, wi th the rare exception of a few mean 
souls .  the world wi l l  extend its s incere sympathy to the nation 
deprived of so great a leader. Having given nearly s ix ty years 
of his l i fe to the service of his people. for them Stalin was not 
merely a devoted and selfless government functionary; he was 
a beloved leader, a trusted friend, a wise mentor. From the age 
of fifteen. \vhen he began serious pol it ical work. unti l  the day 
of his  death. Stalin  gave al l  h is  t ime and energy to the cause of 
his people ' s  regeneration .  From an underdeveloped, semi
colonial country with a backward. disunited people. the Soviet 
U nion has become a powerful State with an ever-expanding 
economy which directly serves to raise the l iv i ing standards of 
its many nationalities. now knit together in a unity based on 
equality of rights. This glorious transformation i s  not the result 
of a miracle. but of careful planning and hard work: and in 
bringing about this vast change within so short a t ime, Stal in 
has closely superv ised every facet of the Soviet Union ' s  
remarkable progress .  The country · s  industrial development the 
revolutioni sing of its agriculture. the spread of education and 
learning. the vast reconstructional projects which have l iterally 
changed i ts geography. a l l  bear the stamp of Stain ' s  genius .  his 
courageous p lanning and bold execution. S imi larly. i n  two 
major wars against international coal it ions. it was Stalin who 
led and inspired his people · s victories .  For most ci t izens of the 
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Soviet Union, Stal in ' s  death is  a personal loss, made more 
poignant by the fact that the blow has come when, once again, 
the forces of international reaction are scheming to destroy the 
Soviet State. The sorrow and angui sh of the USSR 's  200 
mi l l ion people wi l l  be shared in many parts of the world. The 
Soviet Union ' s  all ies, China and the new democracies, looked 
upon Stalin as a faithful friend and guide .  The working-class 
of the world has lost ii'! Stalin a s incere comrade who was 
regarded as the foremost champion of the world-wide struggle 
for the emancipation of all toilers. The people of every subject 
country wi l l  feel the absence of an honest friend who had 
always supported the cause nearest to their hearts. And mill ions 
of others wi l l  mourn the loss of a great statesman who had 
worked unceasingly to create a system of international co
operation that would  outlaw war · and safeguard the right of 
every nation to self-determination and freedom from foreign 
intervention. S talin has bequeathed to his people and to al l  
friends of peace and freedom a noble heritage-a well-defined 
path to peace and endless human progress which must  be 
fol lowed if mankind is to save i tself from self-annihi lation. 

1 8  April 1 955 

Prime Minister 's Marriage 

It i s  most unusual for us to comment on the private l ife of 
any c itizen, for we believe that, unless someone ' s  personal 
l i fe i mp inges upon an important aspect of the country ' s  social 
or poli tical affairs, it should not be made the subject of public 
debate .  But the high posit ion occupied by Mr  Mohammed 
Al i ,  and the manner in  which his recent wedding with h is  
Canadian-Lebanese Social Secretary has been celebrated, 
m akes it someth i ng more than an ord inary case of b i gamy .  In 

the first place, the Prime Minister 's  second marital venture 
wi l l  cause considerable damage to Pakistan ' s  prestige abroad; 
and i t  has even been suggested,  w i th a great deal  of  
j ustification, that if th i s  consideration could not  persuade Mr 
Mohammed Al i  to sacrifice his personal inclination, he should 

729 



730 

Pakistan: The first twelve years 

have abdicated his public office before entering upon h is  
second marriage. Secondly. even among those who do not 
v iew uncontro l led polygamy with disapproval ,  i t  i s  customary 
to refrai n  from ostentatious ceremonial and lavish celebrati ons  
on  the occasion of  a second marriage . M r  M ohammed Al i ,  
contrary to th i s  general practice, thought fit to celebrate h i s  
wedding wi th special ceremonies: a huge marriage portion 
and expensive gifts were bestowed on the bride. and. what i s  
perhaps the  most regrettable aspect of the whole affair, on  
the honeymooning couple ' s  return to  Pakistan, the Govemor
General was persuaded to give a banquet in their honour. To 
say the least .  it seems most improper to hold what amounts 
to a State function in  celebration of such an event. Further, 
the people of a country which has about the lowest standard 
of l iving in the world.  where starvation is not unknown and 
enforced nakedness is a common phenomenon, natural ly v iew 
with strong disfavour the fact that the Prime M i ni ster should 
have made a gift of S25 .000 in cash and a l ike amount in 
gold and diamonds to his  bride. Apart from other questions 
that are being asked in this connection. the people want to 
know how and why Mr Mohammed Al i  was given special 
permission for the export of large quant i t ies of gold and 
precious stones and for the expenditure of the considerable 
amount of foreign exchange i nvolved.  Thi s  cri t i c i sm i s  
perfectly  pertinent. and the Prime M inister has certainly not 
enhanced his  prestige by his  marital a l liance and the display 
of wealth with which it was accompanied, particularly at a 
t ime when the country faces a grave economic s lump and i s  
i nvolved i n  the worst pol it ical cri s is  o f  its hi story. W e  endorse 
these protests .  and also the stand taken by the women ' s  
associations in  Karachi and Lahore . Final ly .  i t  i s  necessary t o  
condemn with al l  possible emphasis  the attempt made b y  a 
local contemporary-addicted to defending every action of 
those in authority-to find support for the Prime Min i ster by 
making undignified ins inuations against his first wife.  Begum 
H am i d a  M ohammed A l i .  I n  a t t empt ing  to  perform a 
sycophant ' s  duty to the Prime M i nister. th is  newspaper has 
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been gui l ty of a low, mean and ungentlemanly attack on the 
reputation of a woman who deserves the sympathy of every 
decent human being, and who is  unable to save herself from 
the mud gratuitously flung at her. We would earnestly appeal 
to this tribe of yes-men not to al low their eagerness to support 
the Prime M inister to override considerations of respect  for 
women and ordinary common decency. 

23 February 1 958 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

The death of M aulana Abu! Kalam Azad bereaves the world 
of one of the truly great men of his era; the Inda-Pakistan 
sub-continent has lost a statesman of stature who worked 
earnestly and unostentatiously for the establishment of good 
w i l l  and friendship  between the two neighbouring S tates; and 
the M usl ims of India have been deprived of a leader whose 
vast infl uence was harnessed to the service of their i nterests . 
Maulana Sahib had few rivals and hardly any superiors among 
his  contemporaries in any of the diverse fields in which he 
exercised his prodigious talents for more than half a century; 
his name figures with equal prominence in  the annals of the 
Indian freedom movement, Urdu l iterature and journalism,  
and Is lamic rel igious thought. 

History will recall how, during the earlier decades of this 
century, the fiery eloquence of his written and spoken word 
helped to rouse the Muslims from their political stupor. It wi l l  
also record that, having chosen the path of his  life 's  journey in 
his  early youth, he remained steadfast and loyal for more than 
half a century to the cause he had first espoused when still no 
more than a boy. Fear of persecution never made him waver; 
the lure of office did not make him falter; and even when he 
saw that his stand on the communal question was frowned upon 
by a l arge majority of his own community, he continued to do 
and say what he thought was best-irrespective of the pol itical 
consequences. His part in Indian politics during the decade 
preceding independence became more and more controversial ,  
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and often earned for him the disapproval of his co-rel igionists. 
But. as the hostility and b itterness bred by the fierce political 
controversy of those years began to subside. a more objective 
reassessment of his polit ical role followed. It has increasingly 
been reali sed among his critics that. although Maulana Azad ' s  
poli t ical j udgement on certain important matters had isolated 
him from the bulk of the pol i t ically conscious Muslims of India, 
his heart had always remained sound and his motives pure, that 
he was as deeply concerned about the welfare and happiness of 
the Musl ims as any other leader of the community. And it is 
rec al led w i th admi rat ion hov. ph i losophica l ly  ca lm and 
unembittered he had remained ami d  the heat and passion of  that 
controversy. how keenly he desired that both India and Pakistan 
should grow and prosper, how clearly he real i sed that this was 
possible only on the basis  of a firm understanding between the 
two countries. 

Whi le the pol i t ical facet of \1au lana Azad ' s  l i fe may s t i l l  
provide points of  dispute for people of  different poli t ical hues, 
there can be l i t t le d ifference of opinion about  h is  great 
contribution to I s lamic thought and h is  status as a writer. 
Apart from his other works.  his commentary on the Holy 
Koran i s  general ly accepted, despite the fact that some do not 
agree w ith  al l  h i s  v iews. as a towering monument to i t s  
au thor ' s  e rud i t i on  and  or i g i n al i ty of t h o ught ,  and  i t  
undoubtedly stands among the foremost interpretat ions  of 
I slamic ph ilosophy. As a journal i s t  and master of Urdu prose, 
Mau lana Azad raised that l anguage to heights that had before 
then been cons i dered unassa i lab le .  and he was able to 
influence a whole generat ion with h i s  powerful d ict ion,  
beaut i fu l  i m agery and forceful i deas. So great has been 
Mau lana Azad ' s  contribution to l iterature and phi losophy that. 
even if he had never entered the pol i tical field, h i s  n ame 
would l ive for ever in the memory of those who reali se how 
much he has i l l umined and enriched our cul tural heritage. 

In Abu! Kalam Azad the world has seen the rare 
phenomenon of a chi ld prodigy flowering into a genius.  of an 
i ntellectual with a phi losophic bent of mind bat t l ing bravely 
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i n  the pol i t ica l  arena, and,  las t ly ,  of  a t i red and a i l ing 
poli t ic ian unstintingly devoting the las t  days of h i s  l ife to 
public service.  His  passing away from this world wi l l  be 
mourned not only in  India and Pak istan, but in a l l  countries 
where freedom-fighters are honoured, or Urdu is known, or 
I sl amic  thought is studied and respected . But  India has, 
spec ial ly, been made a poorer place by his loss, and for the 
Musl ims of India his  departure from this world creates a 
vacuum that i t  wi l l  not be easy to fil l  adequately .  

2 1  October 1 958 

Kardar 's Retirement 

Abdul Hafiz Kardar ' s  forced ret i rement from first-c lass 
cricket wi l l  bring him widespread sympathy,  and there wi l l  
be general regret among a l l  l overs of the  game at the 
premature loss of a great captain , a cricketer of unusual merit, 
and one who has played such an i mportant rol e  in preparing 
the ground for Pakistan ' s  v ictories on the field of cricket .  

Kardar-who, inc idental ly, belongs to a region which has 
bred a host of great cricketers-started play ing the game at 
an early age. In school and col lege, at the Univers i ty in 
Lahore and l ater i n  England, whatever e lse he m ight have 
done or tried to do, h i s  l ove for cricket took first p lace-and 
he has p l ayed i t  with exceptional devotion and courage, 
always determined not merely to do well ,  but to do his best, 
to do better than anyone e l se .  His keenness to accompl i sh  
great things, and to work hard to make the  accomplishment 
certain ,  is worthy of emulation by those who wish to shine in 
the fie ld of sport-or for that matter in  any other field .  And, 
as a captain ,  Kardar was never in a position to become smug 
for lack of critics,  but, in  the main, any weakness of which 
he was c o n s i dered g u i l t y  as  a l e ader arose  from an 
overpowering desire to push his  team forward and not in  
order to boost h i s  own posit ion. 

However difficul t  i t  may be to think of a Pakistan cricket 
team taking the field without Kardar, if the verdict of h i s  
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doctors about his  di sabi l i ty is final .  noth ing much can be 
done about i t .  A l l  cricketers and cricket fans w i l l  hope that 
the Board of Cricket Control w i l l  choose the best avail able 
cricketer to step into Kardar 's shoes. and that he himself w i l l  
continue to be  associated closely w i th  the game. so  that he 
can carry on the good work that he has done in  popularising 
cricket. In fact ,  Kardar · s  withdrawal from the centre of the 
stage should enable him to give more time to promoting sport . 
and since, God wi l l ing, he has many long years of act ive l i fe 
before h im.  h i s  contribution as a sports organi ser may we l l  
earn him a b igger 

·
n iche than his prcrn ess with hat and ball 

has already done. 

7 December 1 958 

Prof. A.S. Bokhari 

The memory of Professor Ahmad Shah Bokhari . who passed 
away at New York on Friday morning. w i l l  l ive for a long 
t ime in many hearts .  in different parts of the world. At the 
United Nations his name wi l l  recal l a charming and persuasive 
diplomat and a real ly bri l l iant  debater. who ahvay<. marshalled 
h i s  facts with care . presented h i s  case with c larity. and drove 
home his points with a ready w i t  that cut through the pompous 
verbiage used by professional diplomats-often to conceal 
their Governments · real i ntentions. Se lected as UN Under
S ecretary for P u b l i c  I n form a t i o n .  Profe s sor  B ok h ar i  
shouldered h i s  duties as  an international public servant with 
his usual zeal and efficiency: but this. h is  last assignment i n  a 
rich and varied career. he was unable to fu l fi l  as wel l  as he 
would have l iked to. because he was handicapped by constant 
i l l -heal th and harassed by the petty-minded vendetta started 
by some of India ' s  representat ives.  In this country. it wi l l  
long be remembered that Professor Bokhari was probably the 
ablest representative sent out by Pakis tan to speak in her 
name in U N  counc ib .  Some of his UN speeches deserve to 
be read as l i terature: and it should  be noted that he was 
equally bril l iant and effective as a con\ ersati onal ist. and won 
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many friends for Pakistan through personal contacts with 
peop le  i n  different  fields of l i fe .  

However ,  no twi th s t an d i n g  the  fac t  tha t  h e  was a 
successful diplomat and made a special mark at the United 
Nations, Professor Bokhari wil l  probably best be remembered 
in the land of h i s  b irth as a man of let ters. Undoubtedly a 
master of the spoken and written word, he employed both 
Engli sh and Urdu with equal fac i l i ty ,  and appreciated the 
best that Persian, Pushto and Punjabi had to offer. After an 
o ut s t and ing  c areer as  a s tudent ,  bo th  a t  Lah ore and 
Cambridge, Professor Bokhari took to  teaching as  a profession 
or way of l i fe that offered sufficient time and opportunity for 
h im to feed his  love for art and l iterature, to encourage others 
to appreciate good writ ing and drama, and to read and write  
at le isure. Whi le he wrote exceedingly wel l  i n  Engl ish, and 
also wrote Urdu verse , Professor Bokhari wi l l  probabl y  win 
eternal fame for h i s  contribution to Urdu prose, where he 
i ntroduced a purity of style that few others have attained; and 
his humorous essays in  Urdu broke new ground and won for 
h i m  a l arge army of admirers, who wanted him to devote h i s  
whole l ife to  wri ting. H i s  versat i le  mind ,  however, always 
seemed to be seeking new pastures, and soon he was to l eave 
the cloisters of the Government Col lege at Lahore for New 
Delh i ,  where he remained for many years as the guid ing spirit 
of the newly es tabl i shed All India Radio. Soon after Part i tion 
he returned to h i s  old col lege as Principal ,  but he  was not l eft 
there for long, and was chosen by Mr Liaquat Ali Khan to 
serve as Pakistan ' s  U N  Representat ive .  Whi le it can be said 
that a man of his great abi l i ty could  have made better use of 
his talents-and a more tangible contribution to his country ' s  
l ife and l i terature-it w i l l  generally be conceded that whatever 
he set h i s  heart on he usual l y  accomp l i shed. The world of 

letters is poorer with h i s  departure; an able educationist has 
been lost ;  and Pak istan has been deprived of the services of a 
diplomat who shone in any company and was always able to 
bring credit to his country . 
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12 December 1958 

Prof. Abdus Salam 

The grant of the 1 954-7 Hopkins Prize by the Cambridge 
Phi losophica l  Society to Professor Abdus Sa lam wi l l  be 
acknowledged in the world of science as befitt ing recognit ion 
of th is  Paki stani scient i s t ' s  contributions i n  the fie ld  o f  
theoretical mathematics and physics :  and every ci t izen of 
Pakistan w i l l  j ust ifi ably feel proud of a compatriot who has 
dist inguished himself at a comparatively young age among 
the leading mathematic ians of the world .  At the same t ime, 
however. i t  wi l l  be \videly regretted in  this country that a 
man of such outstanding merit should have found i r  necessary 
to seek employment abroad. It w i l l  be recal led that when 
Professor Abdus Salam was working in the Punjab University, 
no specia l  attention was paid to his work. and it may be 
pre sumed tha t ' he fe l t  fru s trated and oppres sed i n  an 
unacademic and uncongenial atmosphere: therefore. he was 
easily persuaded to leave his  post at Lahore. Professor Sa lam 
i s  now Chairman of the Department of M athematics at 
Imperial Col lege, London, and i s  looked upon as one of the 
biggest assets of this  foremo�t scient ific i nsti tution in  Great 
Britain. Perhaps. in a way, the Professor ' s  stay in England 
has been a bless ing in d isguise. because. apart from opening 
the eyes of our educational authorit ies to his stature as a 
scholar. i t  has given h im the opportunity to col laborate with 
the best brains in  the fie ld of mathematics and physics ,  and, 
thus. widen the avenues of h i s  research work . Be that as i t  
may.  \\ e hope that earnest efforts w i l l  be made at the end of 
his present tenure with Imperial Col lege to persuade Professor 
Abdus Salam to return to Pakistan-where he should not 
only be provided wi th a l l  the fac i l it ies he requires to continue 
his work in  theoretical mathematics .  but also enabled to give 
Pakistani teachers and students the chance to benefit from his 
learning. 
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Ma:har Ali Khan's association with The Pakistan Times 

ended on 18 April 1 959-the day Ayub Khan ' s  Martial 

Law regime took m·er Progressive Papers Limited. For 

O\'er ten years his prolific pen remained motionless ,  

s tilled by a dictatorial governmen t ' s  para noid 

unwillingness to  countenance criticism. 

When Ma:har Ali Khan finally broke his silence in 1970 

by contributing to Forum,  a political weekly published 

from Dacca , his first article recounted the events of that 

fateful day in April 1 959 when the Press in Pakistan 

suffered its most grievous hlov•. 

Forum i ntroduced Mazhar Ali Khan in the fol l owing words :  
' I t  i s  a unique priv ilege for FORUM to serve as the 

vehicle for Mazhar A l i  Khan ' s  return to journal ism after a 
decade in the wi lderness . He became one of the first martyrs 
to the cause of Press freedom in the Ayub years when he 
refused to continue as editor of The Pakistan Times fol lowing 
i ts  i l l egal seizure by the regime in 1 959 .  Prior to that date , 
during h i s  tenure as editor, The Pakistan Times became the 
most outstanding paper that this country has seen .  Mazhar 
Ali Khan is the first and most dist ingui shed of a J ong l i st of 

outstanding journali sts driven out of the profess ion by Ayub. 
He wi l l  be a regular contributor to the columns of FORUM .  
I n  returning this outstanding talent t o  the readers o f  Pakistan 
we feel that we have contributed to j ustifying our ex i stence . '  
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7 February 1 970 

Ayub 's Attack on Progressive Papers 

When the people of our l and attain ful l  freedom and genuine 
democracy,  and Pakis tan ' s  h istory is written by honest  
scholars searching for the truth, and not as a panegyric on, or 
apologia for. the Ruler of the Day, the Ayub regime wi l l  be 
found gui l ty of a long and varied l ist of heinous acts, of 
defying the most e lementary principles of law and justice, of 
destroying institutions wedded to the publ ic weal , and of 
v ict imising individuals who coul d  not easi ly  be browbeaten 
or purchased. 

It w i l l  not be easy for our future h istorians to determine 
which single action of the self-appointed Pres ident and his 
Government of courtiers did the greatest harm to the national 
interest, for they wi l l  have a wide fie ld  to survey. Many w i l l  
probably conclude that the dictatorship ' s  gravest crime was 
its del iberate destruction of Press freedom. because so m any 
other ev i l s  flowed from thi s  act of denying to the peop l e  of 
Pakistan one of their fundamental rights .  I t  is, therefore, 
pertinent to recal l  the Ayub regime ' s  first step towards this 
fasci st aim, namely,  i t s  attack on Progressive Papers, an 

i nstitution created under the patronage of the Quaid-i-Azam. 
The dastardly attack was made at dawn on Saturday, 1 8  

April 1 959 .  Two Min i sters, one a General , masterm inded the 
operations .  with their  main headquarters at the residence of 
the Mart ia l  Law Administrator of Zone B .  and a tactical 
headquarters at Lahore ' s  Gymkhana C lub. 

By midnight the offices of the Progress ive Papers-The 
Pakistan Times. lmro:e , and the weekl y  Lail-o-Nahar-were 
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surrounded by an array of armed police and CID men, and 
they were captured as the night shift left the premises. 

At  the same t ime, s imi lar detachments besieged the 
res idences of M i an Ift ikharuddin, the Company 's  Chairman, 
who also owned a majority of its shares,  and i ts M anaging 
D irector, Syed Amir Hussain Shah. The police carried search 
warrants and were authorised to use ' reasonable force ' to 
take possess ion of al l  documents connected with Progressive 
P apers L td . ,  and ' any material or documents reasonably  
bel ieved to relate to receipt of funds from foreign sources, or 
to news, reports, or information l ikely to endanger the security 
of Pakis tan ' .  

For some weeks before the event, w e  had heard rumours 
that the Government was unhappy with The Pakistan Times 

because i t  was not giving the reg ime ful l  support, and, more 
recent l y ,  sympathe t i c  i n d i v i dua l s  connected w i th the  
Government had d iscreet ly  whi spered the warning  that 
' something terrib le '  woul d  happen to our papers. 

We were na ive  enough to b e li eve  that any act ion 
con templated would be legal action of some sort, and we did 
not see how our papers came wi thin the mischief of any 
existing l aws, not excluding the Security Act and the various 
M artial Law Regul ations app licable to the Press.  

S ince 8 October 1 958 ,  our journals had been publ ished 
under censorship,  and when the censorship order was formally 
withdrawn and the euphemism Press advice substituted for it ,  
we chose to be ' advised ' dai ly,  unl ike some other newspapers 
more confident of being able  to i nterpret the Government ' s  
mind in  respect of the draconian l aws to which the  Press was 
subject .  In the c ircumstances, we fel t  there could be no 
palpable cause for action, and even if  action were taken out 
of p ique i t  coul d  not  be sustained. 

Our naivety was rudely shattered, and we learnt the l esson 
that a usurper' s  regime, guided by unprincipled and ly ing 
toadies ,  w as capable of i l l egal and unscrupulous action to 
gain i ts own ends . 

The l ast warning received by me before the event was at 
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1 . 30 a.m .. when a friend woke me up to say that he had heard 
from a Min ister at the Gymkhana Club that he would be 
coming to see me at 5 a .m.  to discuss ' the future of The 

Pakistan Times ' .  A t  abou t 5 . 3 0  a . m  . .  the  threatened 
M i ni sterial v i sitat ion-which by morn ing I had begun to 
discount-materia l i sed. He to ld me in p lain terms that the 
Government had taken over The Pakistan Times. In  reply to 
the protest that this could not be done as there was no l aw 
which a l lowed such act ion.  he said that it ' had already been 
done ' and that the Security Act had been amended two days 
ago to make it possible .  Cutting short the d iscussion on l aw 
and eth i c s .  he sa id  he had come to exp l a i n  tha t  the  
Government " s only purpose was to  oust M ian Iftikharuddin 
and to change the management .  No  other change was 
intended. and. i n  fact ,  ' better fac i l it ies · for work wou ld  be 
made avai l able to the editorial staff. The confused and 
confusing discussion ended when I said that I would give my 
dec ision by the afternoon. 

I went immediately to see Mian Ift ikharuddin, who was 
then seriously i l l .  and whose house by then was surrounded 
by the police. who wanted to search the premises. On h i s  
behalf, M ian Mahmud A l i  Kasuri tried to  stal l  the  police, bu t  
h is  efforts to contest the legal ity of the police action were 
fruit less .  At Syed Amir Hussain Shah ' s  res idence a s imi lar 
scene was being enacted . 

From Mian Iftikharuddin 's  residence the police took away 
all his cheque books. bank statements. a sheaf of letters. and 
newspaper files. From Amir Hussain Shah ' s  residence they took 
away a reasonable quantity of Progressive Papers ·  letterhead. 

About noon I reached the office.  and saw that the take
over was i ndeed complete. Armed police. with handcuffs 
dangling from their bel ts .  stood at the gates .  and CID men 
were al l over the place.  When I t ried to open the door to my 
room, I was stopped by a policem an guarding the sanctum. 
T h e  M a n a g i n g  D i re c t o r ' s  offi c e  was o c c u p i e d  by M r  
Mohammad S arfaraz. the newly-appointed Administrator, and 
only at h i s  intervention was I al lowed to enter my room .  
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S arfaraz gave me the detail s  of the Government ' s  
m onstrou s  act ion ,  and I saw the re levant orders and 
notifications which had been issued, c learly showing that the 
coup was a well-planned conspiracy .  I also saw a copy of 
'The New Leaf' , the editorial which appeared in the next 
day ' s  issues of The Pakistan Times and Imroze. Reputedly 
the work of Qudrutul l ah Shahab, the then Information 
Secretary, i t  is the stupidest piece of bad writing that has ever 
disgraced the columns of these journals .  

A CID officer conducted a thorough search of my room 
and took away certain papers and books .  The papers included 
Mr Daultana's thesis on One Unit and two letters, one for 
publication, from Mridula  Sarabhai. The books he took away 
were mostly Soviet and Chinese publications. I pointed out a 
big pile of American publications on my table, and told him 
that these too were of foreign origin, but he said, l ooking 
rather sheepish, that his Government was not interested in them. 

I called an informal meeting of the other editors and 
senior colleagues, and told them that I had decided to resign 
immediately.  

Later in the afternoon, after informing Mian Iftikharuddin, 
I went to General Rana' s  residence. There I was confronted 
by a Minister and a group of senior officials, including Shahab 
and Sarfaraz. On being told that I had decided to leave The 

Pakistan Times, they sought to persuade me to change my 
mind. A rambling debate ensued, in which the various issues 
were discussed. My suggestion that, if Progressive Papers 
were real ly considered guilty as charged, the charges shoul d  
b e  proved in a court o f  law, only evoked inane smiles. My 
objection to the editorial called 'The New Leaf' was met 
with the repl y  that if I remained, it would be scrapped; and 
my obj ect ion to the Company b e i ng handed over  to a 

Government official, with the offer that I should  take his 
p lace. My contention that no cause for action arose as the 
papers had been published under censorship was used to 
suggest that I should carry on, as no new restrictions were 
being imposed on The Pakistan Times. 
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When it was realised that my refusal was final ,  an official 
pointed out that the Essential Services Ordinance had been 
invoked, and that I could not resign. I said i t  woul d  be a 
novel experiment to compel an editor to conti nue to work 
against his wi l l ,  and if they so desired they could try it. A t  
this the Minister said that the Ordinance would no t  be applied 
to me, and that if I insisted,  my resignation would be 
accepted. Requesting that my name should  be removed from 
the print l ine, I left the gathering . 

As far as Progressive Papers Ltd. are concerned, this is 
almost the end of the story, bar the shouting. 

The next day,  Syed Amir H ussain Shah and M ian 
Mahmud A l i  Kasuri met  the two Ministers at their main 
headquarters, and protested against the act ion taken by the 
Government, demanding that the charges shoul d  either be 
substantiated in a court of l aw or withdrawn. The General ' s  
only reply was that M ian M ahmud Ali Kasuri could wel l  
have been arrested for obstructing pol ice officers in  the 
discharge of their duty. The other M inister tried to justify 
Government ' s  act ion,  bu t  the on ly concrete i nstance of 
' subversion' he mentioned was a brief editorial note published 
in The Pakistan Times regard ing the S ino-India border 
d ispute, in  which i t  had been suggested that India ' s  attitude 
was unreasonable .  

A few days l ater, M i an Iftikharuddin, h is  son Arif, and 
Syed Amir Hussain Shah were served with notices stating 
that, in the Government ' s  opinion, they had purchased shares 
in Progressive Papers Ltd. with the help of foreign funds, and 
that the ir shares woul d  be confiscated under the Security 
Act-which, incidentally ,  was repeatedly amended to cater 
for each shift in the s i tuation. 

Mian Iftikharuddin demanded that he should have access 
to the papers and cheque books taken away by the CID so that 
he could show how he had paid for Progressive Papers shares. 
This permission was not granted. When Syed Amir Hussain 
Shah appeared before the Tribunal to explain his purchase of 
shares in 1 946, he told that body that M ian Iftikharuddin should 
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be given the opportunity to present his explanation. No notice 
was taken of this  plea. While Amir Hussain 's  shares were 
restored to h im ,  M i an I ft ikharuddi n  and h i s  son were 
d ispossessed of al l  their shares. It i s  obvious that Government 
had no intention of l istening to reason, and that the Tribunal 
was enacting a farce, because long before it  had met, notices 
for the auction of these shares had been advertised. 

The Directors also rece ived letters stating that the Board 
had been dissolved because Progressive Papers Ltd. were 
receiving ' policy guidance and fi nancial assistance '  from 
foreign sources; that ' there was an objectionable i nnuendo i n  
their writings which, even if  i t  was no t  discernible in  any 
single article, was, in the accumulative influence on the minds 
of its readers, meant to engender subversion ' .  Replies i n  
refutation o f  these and other charges were submitted, but the 
Tribunal set up under the Security Act took no notice of 
these explanations; the demand that the Directors concerned 
should be heard by the Tribunal was ignored; and even their  
tel egrams and registered letters were not acknowledged. 

Mian M ahmud Ali K asuri then sent to the Government a 
'notice of demand for justice' in which he pointed out the 
v ar ious  i l l ega l i t i e s  a n d  i mpropr i e t i e s  c o m mi tted b y  
Government and demanded that these grievances should be 
redressed, fail ing which he would be compel led to resort to a 
court of law. 

No reply  being received, a Writ Petition was filed before 
the  Supreme Court ,  but  before i t  cou ld  be h eard the 
Government passed a Martial Law Regulation removing the 
matter from the Court ' s  purview. 

During this period, the real story behind the take-over 
began to unfold. It was learnt that, soon after the Ayub regime 
h ad established itself, it felt  the need for the services of 
newspapers that would be completel y  subserv ient to its 
i nterests. Proposals were i n it ial ly made for starting one or 
two newspapers under the Government ' s  direct control .  When 
the matter was examined in detai l ,  i t  was real i sed that the 
venture was not l ikely to succeed. A proposal for nationalising 
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the whole Press was also considered. but rejected because of 
the fear of adverse publ ici ty abroad. I t  was then decided that 
some we l l -es tab l i shed newspapers shou ld  somehow be 
acquired .  Progressive Papers were a good target because, i n  
addit ion t o  The Pakistan Times. the country ' s  largest Engl i sh  
daily, there was also an Urdu dail y  and a weekly .  

A Cabinet committee had been set  up to deal  w i th the 
matter .  Once the deci sion had been taken to take over 
Progress ive Papers, the case against them began to be bu i l t  
up.  The so-called pol i tical charges are reported to have been 
prepared by the Director of the Intel l igence Bureau, assi sted 
by a Brigadier who at that t ime was grooming himself to 
become the Goebbels  of the regime.  Other Government 
departments were instructed to dig up anything they coul d  
find against the company and i t s  newspapers. This process 
reportedly went on for many months. 

That the charges were utterly fal se is proved by the fact 
that, although the Company ' s  files \Vere scrut inised by a team 
of sleuths for nearly three years , not a single iota of evidence 
was di scovered to substantiate any charge or even to p inpoint 
a serious i rregu larity .  

One by one the inquir ies inst i tu ted in respect of the 
charges were dropped. and the criminal case fi led against 
Mian Ift ikharuddin in  respect of newsprint import and sale 
was withdrawn :  thereafter Government had to find other 
means of harassing him, and the persecution cont inued unt i l  
h i s  demise .  

S ince i t  i s  p la in that the charges agains t  Progress ive 
Papers Ltd. were fabricated, and would have been thrown out 
of court even by a third-class magistrate g i fted wi th  a 
modicum of honesty and elementary knowledge of legal 
procedures,  the Ayub Government ' s  act ion.  and the kangaroo 
court which authenticated it .  can only be v iewed as a medieval 
auto-da-fe . because the only complaint which had val id i ty 
was that those who owned. managed. and guided The Pakistan 
Times and i t s  s ister papers did not share the regime · s faith in  
i ts  dictatorship, and for this lack of faith they were punished. 



A Who's Who of Pakistani Politics 

Abdullah, Sheikh Mohammad ( 1 906-82) :  Principal figure in 
Kashmir politics from 1 93 1  till his death and a close friend of 
Jawaharlal Nehru. A founder of the All Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference, he launched a Quit Kashmir movement 
against Maharaja  Hari S ingh in 1 938 .  Was Prime M in ister of 
the state 1 948-53 ,  then spent the better part of a decade in jail .  
Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir 1 975-82. 

Ali,  C haudhry Mohammad ( 1 905-80) :  Bureaucrat who rose 
to the position of Finance M in ister in 1 95 1  and served as 
Prime Minis ter 1 955-6.  Remained active in polit ics t i l l  1 970.  

Amin, Nurul  ( 1 897- 1 974):  Active in pre-parti t ion Bengal 
poli t ics ;  Musl im League Chief Min ister of East Bengal 1 948-
54. Played a role i n  opposit ion groupings under Ayub Khan; 
opposed the creation of B angladesh and was m ade V ice
President of Pak istan in December 1 97 1 .  

Bak hsh, Pir Illahi (b. 1 897) : Larkana lawyer who served i n  
pre-partit ion S indh cabinets; Chief Minister o f  S indh 1 948-9; 
member of provi nc ial and West Pakistan legislatures; joined 
National Awami Party, and in  1 970 Pak i stan People ' s  Party. 

Bhashani, Maulana A b d u l  Hamid Khan ( 1 8 85 - 1 976) : 
Peasant leader active i n  Bengal poli t ics  since the 1 920s .  
Joined Awami League after Partit ion, and was imprisoned 
1 949-52 .  Founder-leader of the Nat ional Awami Party ;  
rem ained involved in  pol it ics through the Ayub period. 

Bogra, Mohammad Ali ( 1 90 1 -63) :  M inor Bengal poli t ic ian 
who served as a diplomat after Partit ion t i l l  he was asked to 
take over as Pakistan ' s  Prime Minister i n  1 953 .  He returned 
to the US as ambassador 1 955-8,  and served Ayub Khan as 
Foreign M i ni ster 1 962-3 . 
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Caroe, Sir Olaf (d. 1 98 1 ) : NWFP Governor 1 946-7 .  

C hundrigar, Ismail Ibrahim ( 1 897- 1 960) : M i grant from 
Ahmedabad ass igned to m i n i ster i a l ,  gubernatoria l  and 
dip lomatic posts after partit ion. Prime M inister of Pakistan 
from October to December 1 957 .  

Cunn ingham, S i r  George ( 1 888- 1 964 ) : Governor of NWFP 
1 937-46 and 1 947-8 .  

Daultana, ;\fian Mumtaz Mohammad Khan ( 1 9 1 6-95) :  Ex
Unionist who joined the Muslim League in 1 943 . Chief Minister 
of Punjab 1 95 1 -3 .  strong advocate of one-unit plan;  member of 
Dr Khan Sahib 's  West Pakistan government. and Minister of 
Defence under I . I .  Chundrigar. Became president of the Counci l  
Musl im League in 1 967. Elected to the National Assembly in  
1 970; later served as  ambassador to Britain. 

Fazlul Haq, A.K. ( 1 873- 1 962) :  President A ll - India M us l im 
League 1 9 1 6-2 1 ,  but  founded Krishok Praja Party in  1 927 . 
Prime Min ister of Bengal 1 937-43.  After partit ion, Advocate
General of East Bengal t i l l  1 954, then briefly Chief M in i ster, 
and l ater ( 1 956-8) Governor of the province. 

Gurmani, Mushtaq Ahmad ( 1 905-8 1 ) :  Polit ician of Unionist 
l eanings who served as Prime M in i ster of Bahawalpur S tate 
1 947-8, federal minister 1 949-54, Governor of Punjab 1 954-5, 
and Governor of West Pakistan 1 955-7. 

Haroon, Yusuf ( 1 9 1 7- ) :  Min ister in successive federal and 
West Pakistan cabinets during the 1 950s, before being banned 
under Ayub Khan · s  EBDO. Served as Governor of West 
Pakistan for three days in M arch 1 969. Has l ived in New 
York s i nce 1 97 1 :  br iefl y  an active supporter of Nawaz 
Sharif' s I s lami Jamhoori Mahaz in recent years. 

Hayat, Sardar Shaukat ( 1 9 1 5- ) :  Became active in Punjab 
polit ics shortly  before Part i tion and subsequently served as a 
provincial  min ister. Expel led from M us l im League i n  1 950; 
joined Azad Pakistan Party but later returned to the League. 
Briefl y  leader of the parl i amentary opposit ion in the B hutto 
era, before joining the Pakistan People ' s  Party.  



Iftikharuddin, Mian ( 1 907-62) :  Associated with the left
wing of the Congress t i l l  he left to join the Musl im League i n  
1 945 .  Elected pres ident  o f  Punjab League i n  1 947,  but  
expelled from the party i n  1 95 1 .  Founder member of  Azad 
Pakistan Party and l ater National Awami Party ( 1 957) ;  a 
legis lator of note t i l l  poli t ical activ it ies were banned i n  1 958 .  
Owner of  Progressive Papers Limited ( including The Pakistan 

Times) from 1 947 t i l l  they were taken over by mi l itary regime 
in 1 959.  

Jinnah, Fatima ( 1 894- 1 967) :  Youngest s i ster and constant 
companion of Mohammed Al i  Jinnah; after his death she fel l  
out  wi th L iaquat A l i  Khan. Later opposed Ayub ' s  Martia l  
Law and l os t  n arrowly  to h im in  a l im i ted  franch i se  
presidential pol l . 

Jinnah, Mohammed Ali  ( 1 876- 1 948) :  Founder of Pak i stan 
and its first Governor-General . Popularly known as Quaid- i 
Azam. 

Khaliquzzaman, Chaudhry ( 1 889- 1 973) :  Uni ted Provinces 
Muslim Leaguer; appointed Governor of East Bengal in  1 95 3 .  
Welcomed Ayub ' s  1 962 Constitution. 

Khan, Abdul Ghaffar ( 1 890- 1 98 8 ) :  Popularly known as 
Frontier Gandhi and Bacha Khan; p layed a consp icuous role 
in the Indian freedom movement by organ ising the Khudai 
Kh idmatgars .  Vehemently opposed Part i t ion;  after 1 94 7 ,  
devoted h i s  energies t o  the Pashtun cause and was branded a 
traitor. Imprisoned 1 945-5;  i n  ex i le  1 965-70, and again left 
for Afghan istan i n  1 978 .  

Khan, Ayub ( 1 907-74) :  Appointed first Pakistani Commander
in-Chief of the country ' s  armed forces in 1 95 1 ;  also served as 
Defence Min ister under Ghulam Mohammad. Became Chief 
Martial Law Administrator in  1 958,  and President after Iskander 

Mirza' s  ouster, an office he held t i l l  1 969. 

Khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmad Yar ( 1 904- ) : Became ruler of 
K al ar in 1 933 ;  the state decl ared independence in 1 947, but 
Khan decl ared merger w i th Pakistan the fol lowing year. 
Served as Governor of B alochistan under Z. A.  Bhutto. 
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Khan, Khan Abdul Qayyum ( 1 90 1 -8 1  ) :  Frontier pol i tic ian ;  
resigned from Congress and joined Mus l im League i n  1 945 .  
Chief Minister of NWFP 1 946-53 .  l ater member of Bogra 
cabinet . Out of the League between 1 955 and 1 95 8 .  Formed 
Qayyum Mus l im League in  1 970, served as Interior Min ister 
under Z .  A.  Bhutto. 

Khan, Liaquat Ali  ( 1 895- 1 95 1  ) : Pursued a pol it ical career 
in the Uni ted Provinces before Partit ion. and rose to eminence 
in Musl im League. Became Pakistan ·s first Prime Min ister; 
assassinated at a publ ic meeting in  Rawalp ind i .  

Khan, Maul vi  Tamizuddin ( 1 889- 1 963 ) :  Active i n  pre
part i t i on  Benga l  po l i t i c s .  Pres ident  of the Cons t i t uen t  
A s sembly  1 948-54 ;  fought  back  unsuccessfu l l y  when 
Governor-General  G h u l am Mohammed d i s s o l ve d  the  
Assembly .  

Khan Sahib, Dr ( 1 88 2 - 1 958) :  E lder brother of Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan, joined Khudai Khidmatgar movement and was 
jai led 1 930-4. Served as Frontier Premier 1 937-9 and 1 945-7; 
federal min i ster 1 954-5; founded Republ ican Party ,  became 
Chief M in ister of West Pakistan 1 955-7 .  Stabbed to death i n  
M ay 1 958 .  

Khuhro, Ayub ( 1 90 1 -80): Involved in  the successful pre
independence campaign to separate S ind from Bombay 
Presidency;  l ater a staunch advocate of the one-un i t  scheme 
for West Pakistan . Served interm i ttently as Chief M in ister of 
S indh between 1 947 and 1 954; subsequent ly a min i ster in Dr 
Khan Sahib ' s  cabinet. Lost to Z .  A .  Bhutto in  the 1 970 
elect ions .  

Mamdot, Iftikhar Hussain ( 1 906-69 ) :  Joined pol i tics after 
father S ir  Shah Nawaz Khan ' s  death in 1 942; fi rst Chief 
Min i s ter of Punjab after Part i t ion; left Mus l im League i n  
1 950 and founded J innah Musl im League, bu t  returned to the 
parent organization in  1 953  and was appointed Governor of 
S ind.  Joined Republi can Party and held West Pakistan cabinet 
post; l ater reorganized Ayub 's  Convention Mus l im League 
and served as its v ice-president. 



Masservy, General Sir Frank ( 1 893 - 1 974) : British army 
officer, appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Pakistan Army 
in 1 947. 

Mirza, Iskander ( 1 899- 1 969) :  Bureaucrat with a military 
background (he rose to be a Major-General) who opted for 
Paki stan in 1 947 and was appointed Defence Secretary. 
Served as Governor of East B engal and a federal m inister 
before becoming Governor-General in 1 955 .  Under the 1 956 
Constitution, he became Pakistan' s  first President. Imposed 
M artial Law in 1 958  to pre-empt scheduled elections, but 
was deposed by Ayub Khan short ly afterwards. Spent the 
rest of his l ife in exi le .  

M ohammad, Malik Ghulam ( 1 895- 1 956): A civi l  servant 
who was appointed Finance Min i ster in Pakistan ' s  first 
cabinet, he took over as Governor-General after Liaquat A l i  
K h an ' s  assass inat ion  in  1 95 1 ,  d i s m i s sed  Khw aj a  
N az imudd in ' s  government i n  1 95 3  and d i s so l ved the 
Constituent Assembly in 1 954. Resigned for health as well  as 
po li tical reasons i n  1 955 .  

Mountbatten, Lord Louis ( 1 900-79 ) :  B ritain ' s  last V iceroy 
to India, and independent India ' s  first Governor-Genera l . 

M udie, Sir  Francis ( 1 890- 1 976 ) :  B ri ti sh c i v i l  servant ;  
Governor of  S ind  1 946-7 and (West) Punjab 1 947-9. 

M ujibur Rahman, S heikh ( 1 920-75) :  Joined Awami League 
in I 949, and became its president after Suhrawardy ' s  death 
in 1 963 after brief stints in the East B engal and federal 
cabinets in the 1 950s. Imprisoned by Ayub, but Awami 
League under h i s  l eadership  swept 1 970 pol l s  in  East 
Pakistan. B ecame the first Prime M inister of B angladesh in 
1 972;  assassinated three years later. 

Nazimuddin, Khwaja ( 1 894- 1 964 ): Served in Bengal cabinet 
during the 1 920s and 1 930s, and became Premier of the state 
( 1 943-5 ) .  After Partition, he was Chief Minister of East B engal 
1 94 7-8; succeeded J innah as Governor-General of Pakistan 
( 1 948-5 1 ), and then served as Prime Minister 1 95 1 -53 .  
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Nehru, Jawaharlal ( 1 889- 1 964) : The fi rst Prime Minister of 
independent India ( 1 94 7-64) and one of the progenitors of 
the international Non-Al igned Movement. 

N i s h t a r ,  S a rd a r  A b d u r  R a b  ( 1 8 99- 1 9 5 8 ) :  F ron t ier  
polit ician ,  member of  first post-independence federal cabinet; 
Governor of Punjab 1 949-5 1 :  federal m i n i ster 1 95 1  < · 
president of Mus l im League 1 956-8 .  

Noon, Malik Sir Firoz Khan ( 1 893- 1 970) :  Prominent m 

Punjab polit ics s ince 1 920, and India · s  H igh CommJ s ,: i uner 
in London 1 936-4 1 . Prime M inis ter of Paki stan 1 95 7 -l:i . 

Pirzada, Abdus Sattar ( 1 907-74) :  Involved in pre-part i t ion 
S indh pol it ics:  served in federal cabinet 1 947-53 <rnd a-. Chief 
M in ister of S indh 1 953-4 .  Resigned from \1 u� l i rn League 
and joined Republ ican Party in  1 956.  Contested J 970 polls 
wi thout success .  

Rashid, Sardar A bdur ( d .  1 993 ) : IG Pol ice l\'\\ FP: replaced 
Abdul Qayyum Khan as N WFP Chief \1 i 1f r ;tcr in 1 953 ;  
opposed one-unit scheme: replaced D r  Kha'l Sahib as  Chief 
M i ni ster of West Paki stan in 1 956. 

Suhrawardy, Hussain Shaheed ( 1 893- 1 963 ) :  Premier of 
Uni ted B engal unt i l  Parti t ion: broke away from M u s l im 
League in  1 949 and fmmdcd A wami League.  Served as 
Pakistan ' s  Law mini ster ( 1 ())4-5 ) and then Prime Minister 
( 1 956-7) .  Formed Nat ional Democrat ic Front in opposition 
to Ayub Khan " s  martial law in 1 962.  

Tiwana, Lt-Col  :\'awab Malik Sir Khizar Hayat ( 1 900-75) :  
Faithfu l ly  served the B ri t i sh Raj ,  joined the Unionist Party 
and became Prem ier of united Punjab in 1 942.  F l i rted with 
M usl im League in the 1 950s but was not directly active i n  
pol i t ic� after partit ion. 

Zafrulla, Chaudhri Sir '.\1uhammad ( b . 1 893 ) :  Lawyer who 
became Paki stan ·s first  Fore ign Min i ster: later served as j udge 

at the International Court of Justice in the H ague ( 1 954-72) ,  
and was Presi dent of the LN General Assemb l y 1 962-3 .  
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Pakistan: The First Twelve Years 
The Pakistan Times Editorials of 
Mazhar Ali Khan 

During his lifetime, Mazhar Ali Khan self
effacingly turned down suggestions that 
his journalistic endeavours be 
anthologised. This posthumous selection of 
his writings is based almost entirely on 

editorials contributed to The Pakistan 
Times i� the 1 947-59 period. The idea 
behind this volume is not just to preserve a 
distinguished body of work, but also to 
give historians, scholars and students 
access to a lucid and fearlessly critical 
contemporary perspective on Pakistani 
politics in the nation's formative years. 
The majority of the editorials contained 
herein deal with the misadventures and 
intrigues that distinguished politics in 
Pakistan' s  first twelve years, offering a 
host of clues about what went wrong in 
that crucial phase of national development. 
Reflections on issues such as the Kashmir 
dispute and the burgeoning American role 
in Pakistan provide a fascinating insight 
into the mood of the times. A handful of 
comments on international affairs have 
been included as a window to concurrent 
developments elsewhere in the world. 

About the author 

Mazhar Ali Khan was born in Lahore in 
1 9 1 7 .  He attended St Anthony ' s  High 
School and later Government College in 
that city. A skilled debater and swimmer, 
his active involvement in radical politics 
while still a student earned him jail terms 
under the Raj .  Commissioned as a Captain 
in the British Indian Army in 1 942, 
Mazhar Ali Khan saw action in north 
Africa, the Middle East and Italy during 
World War II. He obtained release from 
the army in 1 945, and joined The Pakistan 
Times" as News Editor in June 1 947. He 
was Editor of the paper from 1 95 1  till it 
was taken over by the Ayub regime in 

• April 1 959. A period of enforced silence 
was broken when he began contributing to 
the Dhaka-based weekly Forum in 1 970. 
He served as Acting-Editor-in-Chief of the 
Karachi daily Dawn in 1 972. Three years 
later he set up his own weekly, Viewpoint, 
in Lahore on 14 August 1 975, which 
subsequently became a focus for pro
democratic dissent during the dark years of 
General Ziaul Haq's  Martial Law. Mazhar 
Ali Khan was imprisoned twice, in 1 977 
and 1 98 1 .  He succumbed to a second heart 
attack in January 1 993, just nine months 
after financial constraints forced the 
closure of Viewpoint. 
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