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THE followiug memoir was drawn up for the Bombay 1'ime8 
and Montldy Times newspapers: the former a bi-weekly print, 
chiefly read in India; the latter, for which it was principally in
tended, being published on the morning of the dispatch of tl1c 
Overland Mail, and having much the greater part of its cirnula
tion in Europe. Various valuable narratives, giving accounts 
of the campaign of 1839, were published in the year 1840, the 
titles of which have been quoted as their pages have been 
referred to and drawn upon for the substance of tl1e Second 
Cl.apter of the present volume. Tlie writers of these treat, 
after their own fashion, of the events of which they were wit
nesses or sharers: Dr KENNEDY confines himself to an account 
of the march of the Bombay column, which at first, for three 
months, pursued a different route from the Bengal portion of the 
army; until, reaching the mouth of the Bolan Pass, it afterwards 
followed the track of the leading colum11, alth<mgll ten marches 
in its rear, until the whole assembled at Candahar on the 4th May, 
where the elements of the grand army were, for the first time, 
united. The march between this and Cabool furnishes common 
ground, which has been traversed by all the writers who describe 
tl1e operations of Sir JoHN KEANE. Dr KENNEDY retires with 
the Bombay force by the new route over the Toba mountains, to 
the southward. of that which had been previously traversed, and 
brings the reader back· through Sukkar with the last fragment 
of the force. Major OllTRAM's " Rough Notes" are entirely 
confined to what lie l1imsclf did or saw : he gives us his adven
tures at starting in Cutch in quest of camcls--the gallant, 
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engaged in one or more of the several campaigns under review, 
and nearly all of them at the heads of departments in the de· 
tachments to which they belonged, and eaclt of whom most 
frankly and willingly complied with his re<1uest for their advice 
and assistance. The introductory and concluding chapters arc 
the only ones which have not been subjected to this speciQs of 
ordeal. To these gentlemen the Author's most grateful acknow· 
ledgments are due; andl1e only regrets that, in consequence of the 
etiquette of the Service, fo1biding them to be formally known 
as contributors to a newspaper, he cannot thank them by name 
for the Jabour and pains bestowed by them in correcting casual 
errors, wbicb fortunately were less numerous titan might have 
been apprebended,-as well as for the complimentary manner 
in which they have been pleased to express themselves as to tl1e 
accuracy of the narrative. For the opinions maintained as to 
the policy and management of the war, tbe gentlemen alluded to 
are, of conrse, in no way to be held responsible. 

The sale of books of the present clescription is in W cstern 
India in the last degree limited : the want of curiosity so con· 
stantly manifested in England in reference to the concerns of 
the East, left no reason to suppoee that a work of greater mag
nitude on this subject, if published separately, would have 
covered the heavy charges incurred in printing at Bombay,
the difficulty at once and necessity, "f having the proofs care
fully corrected and revised, put home publication out of the 
question,-and the style of the writing pret•nded to none of 
the graces which might have attracted the attention of the rca der 
where the subject by itself was to him of little interest. On 
these grounds, a very small edition (200) of-the volume bas been 
thrown off: this being not, strictly speaking, a reprint from the 
Bombay Times, but an impression from the types as re-adjnsted 
and placed in pages. Several errors have been corrected, and 
some few changes in arrangement, and a slight enlargement 
made, while the whole has been subjected to repeated and very 
careful revisals: and this is all that has been done in the way 
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of alteration. These explanations are required to account for 
the numberless imperfoctions with which the volume is charge
able,-for the defects in style, and occasional want of me
thod which, though inexcusable in a formal historical work, 
may be pardoned in a newspaper memoir, written occasionally 
amidst attacks of sickness, at all times in haste and under the 
pressure of nume~us, complicated, laborious, and varied avo
cations. The duties of a newspaper editor at home give no 
sort of idea of the labours and perplexities of a journalist in 
India :-without reports of public meetings or parliamentary 
debatcs,-where political mscussions, in the English sense of 
the term, which at all times fnrnish food for unlimited specula
tion to a ready or tl.uent writer, are disrelished,-with a liot and 
relaxing climate to contend against, and many of the duties 
which in Europe are discharged by correspondents, reporters, 
snb•editors, or other assistants, thrown entirely into his hands. 

In drawing up the present narrative, each month demanded its 
chapter complete, however numerous might be the documents 
required to be eonsnlted, or perplexing and inaccessible the 
authorities to be referred to,-whatever might be the amount of 
interruptions, or the pressure of extraneous avocations ; and the 
several sheets were generally taken a1Vay by the compositor as 
written-the first proofs not being ready for revision till the last 
pages were out of the writer's hands. The dispatch ·of the mail 
required that the printing machine ·should be at work by a given 
honr, without regard to the fatigues of the party who prepared for 
it its supplies of food. This will account for, if not excuse, much 
repetition and not a little confusion, which will be observed espe
cially in the first and second chapters, and of which no one of those 
which follow is wholly free. To have got rid of these, which even 
an author's partiality for his own writings leaves sufficiently ap
parent to himself, would have required an amount of alteration, 
incurring an expenditure of money and of labour which there 
was no reason ·to suppose the return of sales would compensate, 
and wl1icl1 no prudent persou would have recommended a poor 
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man to undertake witl1out hope of requital, for the benefit of 
those who might not, after all, have appre~fatcd tbc outlay 
that had been incurred in their behalf. 

No exertion has been spared to complete the work lo the best 
of the writer's ability under the disadvantages which hurried 
periodical publication always impose; he is conscious of no sel
_fish motive, or personal bins towards auy one ; and has neither 
been influenced by fear or favour of any party; he bas warmly 
and fearlessly assailed the dishonest and aggressive foreign policy 
alike of Lnrd ELLENBORouon as of Lore! AucKLAND, aware 
that, in so doing, he should incur the displeasure of the men of 
botb parties who might happen to favour liis speculations witl1 
perusal : he undertook the task in his capacity of newspa· 
per editor, in the hope of supplying something not quite fami
liar nor wholly unacceptable to tl1e reader, but under no delusion 
as to his pre-eminent qualifications for its discharge,-and now 
passes the result of his labours from his hands, not as a volume 
wortby of the name of history, or capable, as a literary produc
tion, of withstanding the censures of the critic, but as a mere 
reprint of an ephemeral memoir, whiclt may help to assist,thc 
recollection of those into whose hands it shall chance to fall,-and 
who prefer a book to a series of chapters spread over seven months 
of a newspaper file,-of the connection betwixt the vict01-ics of 
Lord KEANE and the terrific disasters of the army of General 
ELPHINSTONF. The excessively limited amount 1>f its circulation 
precludes it from being considered so much even as a memoir to 
serve in tl1e place of history till history be written. It was ori
ginally intended that the chronicle of events should_ have_ been 
brought down througb the calamiti~s of winter and spring 1841-
42 to the trhmphant return of our armies to India: and this 
is a work of much interest and importance which yet remains to 
be performed by some one,-the narratives of the prisoners being 
confined to the affairs at Cabool. But tl1e parliamentary papers 
and numerous journals pu blisbcd in the course of the past six 
months, furnish a mass of material which wonld, after the utmost 
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eomprnssion, occupy as large a space as tl1at 1levoted to the events 
of the three preceding years; and it seemed doubtful whether 
public interest might 11ot flag had this been attempte1l to be issued 
iu chapters,-more than doubtful whetlier it would have been cared 
for as a separate volume. The narrative, therefore, was broken 
off at the period supplied by the Ghilzie insurrection-wl1en 
a new roll rather than a new chapter in our history may be said 
to have been opened np. 

The woodcuts of N ufoosk and Surtof were engraven for a 
work of a different nature from the present : that having fallen 
aside they are no\v taken advantage of. Tbis, it is hoped, will 
be accepted as an explanation why, if any illustrations were 
tl1ought of, more were not given. Tbese arc presented to the 
reader because they were at hand, at any rate ; they were not 
purposely prepared: more coukl not liave been affonled. 



ERRATA. 

At pnge 2, line 7 U·om the top, for 1837 read 1830. 
17, ••. 2 from bottom, for fall of Herat read safety of llora.t. 
40, ... 4 from the bottom (note 41,) _for expected rood expressed. 
03, .... LO from top,/of' presents to La.11orc read present! to ltunjeet 

Sjng. · 
0-2, .• . l l fro1n tho Lop, for 6th Apn1 9"ead 26th April. 

124.-0mitfrom line 5 to line 10 from the top of the p~gc. 'l'hc cha.11gc 
ot pla.u adopted in. the eour:se cf publication excludes the a.e .. 
count of tlte dost.ruction of the Cabool army a.ttd adva.nce of 
General Pollock's troops, proposed to have been given in the 
concluding <:haptors. 

121, line 15 from the bottom,fc-r Lieut. ~IoKonzic ~cad Lieut. Nicb.olson. 
148.-A. note, oopied fiom the Agra Uk/War, states, that the chiefs who 

fell int.o the hands of Lieut, Nicholson were executed con
trary to agreement. Sir W. Ma.ona.gl1ton in his lettct-,. printed 
a.t p. 287 ... 89, states, that t.ho chiefs were perfectly a'varc that 
they lvere to be ea.pita.Uy punished, and thnt there was no 
stipulation whatever to tho contrary. 

203.-Lino 15 from the bottom,/or judgmcnt of a. court of inquiry read 
decision of a couTt, &c. 

233~ ... 16 from top,/or I\.ojuck read Kujjuck. 
243-Ji.Ir Boll's demise is said to bave taken place on the Ist Augu$t:, 

it occurred la.tc on tho evening of the 31Bt July. 
249.-I.inc 7 from top It is st?ted that. Liellt. Out.ram ,va,s spocially 

mentioned by Colonel Deacon in his acoouut of the capture of 
Kittool'. 'J'bis \vas lll)t Lieut. James {afterwa.l'<la the di~ti11 ti 
quisbcd Major) Outram, as stated liy mistake in t.he text; 
but his brotb€'r; both were present nnd di<l g.ooJ service, hut 
J~ieut. Outram of the engineers is the party stn.tet.l to have 
Leen na.u1otl in tho Jispa.tch. 
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llis Charu.ctcr-li11rt11)!$'S u~$patch of 2M Jattuary in rcf~MCO ff) Sooltan Khlln-Iasolcnt 
papers of the G;:ivertunc11t. of J11dfa-'D"e..w:ltch or 5th Ma.rch with Sup(lresscd PassagH-" 
1!'11rtll.-0r Mismulcri:ita11diugs-l:'areweU Lettcr of J.~ll Aucklau<l-ltetircment of tho Mhi .. 
1:1ion-l>eter.mina.tion t<J ba\"0 a '.Var-N~J,;'Qt.i.at.ion~ at Ll1ho1c--Vacillatio11 of Lord Auck·· 
laml-Jullueut--c enaploJ'<:d with. 
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PREFACE. 

AFFGHANISTAN is walled in on the north by the Hindoo Koosh and 
the Paropamisan range of mountaias,. • many of which reach the 
elevation of 20,000 feet-the s11mmit level of the passes through 
Which the intercourse betwixt the countries to the nortb alld south of 
these is maintained, varies from 10 to 13,000 feet. t On the south 
and east it is bounded by the river Indus from Attack in longitude 
73° east, latitude 34° north, to as far south as latitude 32° 20'. On 
the east it is divided by stupentlous mountaiD ranges from Chinese 
Tartary-on the \vest it borders \Vith D:)khara; Koondooz, and Persia; 
on the south.west \vith Bclooebistan and Scinde, from both of whiell 
it '"'as wont to claim allegiance,. military service, and tribute. The 
kingdom of Caboo1, which more immediately concerns us at present, 
arose ont of the dismemberment of the empire of Nadir Shah. When 
that monarch was murdered in 1747 he was succeeded by Ahmed 
Shah, the founder of the Doorannec monarchy ;-a skilful, brave 
and enterprizing soldier, lvhose whole reign, to the period of his death 
in 1773, \Vas spent in war. He beq11eatl1ed an empire 'vhicb rea.che<l 
from Khnrassan to Sirbind, and from the Ox.us to the sea, to his son 
~rimor, a \Veak aud indolent monarch, unable to rule ·the extenaive 
realms and turbulent subjects the more vigorous hand of his father 
had with difficulty controlled. Timor Shah transfe:cred the seat of 
governwent from Candahar to Cabool, and \Vas1 in 1793, succeeded 
by Zemaun ~hah, one of the youngest of his sons. t On the elevation 
of tltis prince to the throne, which had been effected by a faction of 

* Hn.milton's Gazetteer. 
t B;oug-h Note.s on the Ca.hlpa.ign in Scindo and Atfghani:ftan, &c. By 

Capta1u .James Outram, p. 110. 
l Asi~tlc Journal frorn September to December, 1833. Tke whole of the 

papers in this pcriotlical on our Affghan policy a.re ablo and excellent, aui.l 
WQuld form valuable subjecls of stu<ly to th~ who have the ignorance or 
u:ipu.dence to assert that tho mischicfil of t110 Aff. .... ha.n WM' wore only 6.rst dis~ 
ovcrcd a.fter it. began to ;i.ppear onfortMl\tc. 
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the nobles, his eldt'I" brothers broke out in open insurrection : one had 
himself proclaimed king of Candahar, but was afterwards defeated and 
blinded by l\:fahmoud Shah, another brother, who seized Herat, which 
he ll'as permitted to retain. The e)evation of the Shah Zeruaun to the 
tl1rane1 had gb.•en 1ise to much popuJar discontent: aud Futteh l{han, 
head of the Ilarukzyes, having forn1ed an alliance 'vith the ruler of 
llerat, adl'anccd to the eastu•ard, 'vhere, near Caudahar, he defeated 
Zen1au11~ who lvas afterwards b~trayed into the hands of tl1e con
queror, by whom he was blinded and sent prisoner to Cabool. Shah • 
Soojah, a still youngel" son of 'rirnor, and brother of Zemaun, no,v, 
for the first time, appears in the field. ln 180 I, on learning the n1iS·· 
hap of his brother, he advanced on Cahoot from Pesha,vur, but lvas 
defeated, and Dis army dispersed by FtJlteh Khan and his Barukzyes. 
An attempt in 1803 'vas more successful. \Vhen Futteh Khan, 
acknowledged on all hands to have been a rnan of talent. and courage, 
'vas absent from his capital engaged in quelling an in&urrection, 
advantage \'laS taken of son1e religioas quarrels bet\vixt the leading 
Mahommedan sects: and the Shah Soojah, who had shortly before 
been a second time defeated, fro1n a fugitive living on the bounty of 
the tribes 'vas raised lo the throne. After six yea-rs of almost unin
terrupted turbulence and diseord, during which he1 on more than one 
occasion, ncar1y lost his crown, he \vas, in 1810, totally defeated by 
Futteh Khan, and driven from his king<lorn~- In 1811 he made nn 
unsuccessful attempt to regain the sovereignty. He subsequently 
resided in the Punjaub till stripped of the crolVn jewels and all his 
other property by Runjeet Singh. This is a brief but exact outline of 
the early career of the Shah Soojah. His grandfather obtained the 
kingdom by conquest. His brother, to whom he temporarily sue· 
ceedcd, 'vas One of the younger sons of 'fimor, the son of Ahmed 
Shah, and u•as raised to the sovereignty by force over tlLe heads of 
.his elder brothers ; to \vhom, if seniority and hereditaty right. v;erc 
to be considered groundit of claim, it properly belonged. Kamran 
Shah of Herat, sou of l\Iahmoud, the eldest of these, has throughout, 
s.ince his father's death, been the representative of the lineal branch, 
a11d is so stilt. The Shah Soojah maintained a weak and troubled reign 
for the space of seven years, during lvhich he nevur exercised authority 
over one half the territory or subjects, or claimed one tithe of the 
rights of 'vhich we afterwards for a tin1e put him in possession. It 
is well to recollect these things, because tbe general impression amongst 
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the public at lllrge appears throughout to 11ave b•en, that in placing 
the late Dooranaee ruler on the throne, 'vo \\'ere restoring a. once 
powerful and popular monarch to rights which he had formerly en· 
joyed :-to a kinb'11om and subjects so ruled by him through a long 
period of time, as that, from the1n ·with him as tbE'ir sovereign, 've 
might 1ook for a strong and imperiahab1e barrier against all invasion 
fro1n Persia and l{ussia. Instead of this, 've associated ourselves with 
an ally lvho \vas only able to 1naintain a preca·rious ru)e, because of the 
dissensions of the otlter chiefs :-who never possessed the confidence 
of the Affghans to an extent that \Vould have enabled IJim to \Vard . 
off foreign aggression, from l~hatever quarter it might have been 
threatened. 

Futteh Khan, though actually holding the power and' destinies of the 
ki11gdom in his haods, had never claimed the title of Sovereign, 
which was enjoyed by Shah Mahmoud, the hereditary Grand Vizier. 
The former cliief was shortly afterwards deprived of sight at CIJ!ldahar 
by a son of the latter, in revenge for the contemptuoog manner in 
whiel1 he had spoken of the ruler of Cahool. This barbarous act Of 
vengeance immediately converted the brothers of Futteh Khan into 
ll1e most active enemies of Mahmoud Shah and his family.* After 
a considerable period of turbulence and strife, tht! Dooran11ee empire 
was dismembered. In 1826, Dost Mahomed made himself entiro 
master of Cabool.f He deprived his urother J.ubbar Khan of the 
Ghilzee country, of which he had just before obtained possession, and 
made him bis vizier; seizing also on Jellalabad, which had belonged 
to Mahomed Zemann Khan. Candahar fell under the rule of three 
of Dost Mahomed's brothers. In 1833, the Shah Soojal1 made a last 
attempt to recover the sovereignty; he defeated the Scindians and 
possessed bims~lf of Shikarpore. Having advanced by the Bolan Pass 
and Quettah, ho was, on the 2d of July 1834, defeated by Dost 
ll!ahomed near Candahar, aud souglit refuge from the Khan of Kelat. 
From this date be Ji \•ed a pensioner on the Indian Government 'vithln 
the Company's territory. He had, indeed, resided at Loodianah 
since 1818: we allowed him a peu•ion of £4500 a-year, but avoided 
meddling \\'ith his quarrels.t Si.xty wi11ters had cooled his ambition, 
a11d he seemed coof.eot1t to spend his days in affluent and luxurious 

* The &bove is chiofly an abridgement from the Asia.tie Journal, as already 
quoted. 

t Ma.jor lfough's l\olat"ch and Operations of the Army of the lndufl', p. 414~ 
l: Ibid, p. 404, note~ 
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exile, when in 1838 it pleased the Bdtish Gol"crntnent to treat "'itb 
hitn ns a !overeign about to be placed vuce more in poivcr ! 

IJaving given thus much of a cursory glance at the state of politic...~ 
in Affghanistan when 1ve first embroiled ourselves with its a.ffairs,-its 
rc,·cnue, and tbe character of its people fall next to be notice1l 
before enlarging on the polltical questions whose discussion innne· 
diately preceded preparations for \Var, and ,,,hi.eh "-ill not, for .some 
time to come, l1ave cei,sed to occupy publia attention. 

The entire population of the Doorannee empire is estimated by Mr 
Elphinstone at about a million of souls; of these, from 80,000 to 
10-01000 are inhabitants of C3bool, *and about a similar nurnber of the 
city of Candahar.t The town of Istalifl', but little known to us till 
attacked and destroyed by Gen. McCaskill on the 29th Sept. I 842, 
contains about 15,000 inhabitants; Charekur about 3000; Ghuznio 
about 3000; and Quettah about 600(1. The last-named town was at 
this time a portion of the Khanate of Kelat, to \Vhich it hes since bceu 
re-annexed; from 1839 to 1842, we held it as belonging to the Shah 
Soojali. 'rhere are no other to\vns of nute in the kingdom, save 
Jella-labad, 'vhich is \Vithin the first line of passes. Cabool, the capital, 
is situated in Lat. 34 deg. 30 min. N,, and Long. 68 deg. 31 min. E. 
It is more than throe miles in circun1ferenc.e. It is surrounded by 
rocky hills ; and the beautiful but narro\v valley in \\·hich it stand~ 
is no less th1n 639G feet above the le\•el of the sea.t It is ren1ark
able for the excellency and a.hundaace of its fruits. ]'be Dala fiissar, 
or citadel, is placed on an eminence, half a n1ile long and half as 
1nuch broad~ overlooking arid con1mariding the to\vn~ \vhich is difficult 
of access E'ither to friend or foe. It is, or rather it ,vas, chiefly 
remarkable for the n1agnificence of its bazaars. 'fhf?se building~, 

formed by n continuation of streets roofed in and crossiug each other 
at right angles, were, until our troops ble\V them up in 1842, the 
ailn1iration of e\~ery tral•eller, aud the architectural pride of Central 
Asia. "fhe revenues of Cabool \Yitlt all its territories, an1ounted in 
Dost Mahomed's time to from £250,000 to £300,000 a J••r; ! during 
' the period of our oceupation tliey seldom exceeded £220,000;,. lvhile, 

* llurnes. ~lajor Hough. 
t l\:1ajor liough states that tbe1·e are 40,000 houses, and 100,000 inl1abitant$ 

in Candahar (p. 135.) 'V" e are d:ispoocd to take a. lower est.hna.te. 
: n.:Iajor Hough, pp. 284 ancl 43(). 
II See Hurntis's Travels. 
1 Letter of Sir .Alex. Burner;, publish~!] in the JJcmbay 'l'bWJ:J• 
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in rultHf,ion to this) Candnhar yielded £80l-OOO; and the whole re\'Cnues 
of the Shah Soojah hetwixt'l839 and 1841, never probably amounted 
to aoy thing like £400,000 a year. The charges we incurred on his 
nccount annuaU~ \vere about eight times this. 1 he 'viuter throughout 
Affghanistan is exceedingly sel·ere, the thermometer at Cabool often 
Ainking bel<Hv zero, and remaining 8 or 10 deg. under freezing for 
three or four months together. 

Recent occurrences. have oocasioned so much \vratllful discussiotl as 
to the cl1aracter of the Affghan population, that instead of attempting 
an analysis or delineation of it for ourselves, \Ve shall borrow· ll'hat 
appears to us an e!f{Ceedingly fair one from the Asiatic Journal; the 
article \Ve are about to quote being an abstract of the views of Elp1iin~ 
Rtone, ConoUy, Burnes, and Moorcroft :-

,, Theso tribes d.ifrer so m1ich in their internal government, manners, and 
customs, that they may be alrnost regarded a.s distinct nations; tbe only fca.~ 
ture wl1icl1 is most ma.rked amongst U10 Aifgban tribes, ns. common to all, is a. 
\vild independence, whicb, in somo appr-0acbes to a republican sentiment of 
equo.lity. Tbey are .tt.11,. like·wise,. remnrkable for a. lofty martial spirit, sim
plicity of manners, and l1ospitality. The original number of the-i'r tribes, or 
family divisions, is four; but these have been subdivided into several branches, 
ca-cb ruled by ib.c own independant khtt.n, or chief, though retaining an idea of 
a community of blood and interest;s~ Each tribe, or ooloo.s-) has 'D. distinct form 
of government, of the patrfo.rclml character) constituting a complete C<>mtnon
'~calth in itself. The Aitghan nation is oomposed of an aSS<)mbla.ge of these 
commonwealth~ whi<?h form one at4te by obedience to the authority of a. 
eommon sovereign, though the submission of some of the tribes hruJ ever been 
bllt no1ninal. The Affghans exult in the free spirit of their institutions; they 
cherish the notion that 'all A:ffghnns n.te equal.' 'Vben Mr. Elphinstone 
urged, on an intelligent old man of the l\leeankha.il trlb-e, the superiority of a 
secure life, under a powerful monarch, to the discord and bloodshed which 
prevailed under their pro.sent l!lystem, he replied proudly:' \Ve arc content 
with discoril, we are content with bloodshed, but 'V<l will never be content 
'Yith a. master.~ 

" The condition of the .Affgban "'·omen, who ato de~cribed as large, and 
Yery fair and bandsom.e, varies with their rank i those of the upper classes al"C 
entirely concealed, tl1ose of the poor do the work of the house. The former 
are not uneducated. Jn the eountry, they go unveiled, and exercise 11os:pi
tality when tbeir lu1sbands arc from hoznc. ' I a1n not sure,' says !\fr 
Elphinstone, 1 that there is any people in the East, except the Affgha.ns, 
,vhcre I have seen any trace of the sentiment of love, :iecordiog to ou:t ideas of 
the passion.' 

u 'fbc- Af'fghans exllibit a rcmarkablo contrast to other J.\.1'ahommcdan nnti-0ns 
in their treatment of Christiaru;, to whom they have not the smnllest aversion. 
l\f, Durie, an Indo-Brito_n, wllo travelled threugb Affghanhtan as f'ar west as 



Candahar, m1x1ng with all classas as a. Ma.hommedan, though suspcct.cd or 
hei11g a Fcringl1ee, repreacuts the people as ldnd, froe, liberal, and tolerant; 
their aversion towards tho Sikb<J a.rises from their T<lgarding them as paga.na. 

"One or their most remarkable cha.raetcristlcs is thEir hospitality 3 'the 
pt"a.ctice of this virtue is so much a national point of honour, that their 
reproach to on inhospitable tnau is to say that he is no Affglta.n. A man's 
bitterest enemy is safe ·while he is under his roof, and a stranger who has. 
come into an Affgha.n's tent or house is under the protection of the master as 
long as he stays in the Tillage. The protection, ho\vcver, does not ex.tend 
further; there are instances, in some of the predatory tribes. of travellers 
being ontcrtajnod nnd dismissed ,,.ith presents, and yet robbed by the sa1no 
trihc, when met again without the bounds of their protection. 

f< The tribes most addictod to rapine in the west are a.bout Canda11ar, in tho 
desert country on the bordel's of Persia. and Beloochistnn, a.ud the Ghilzccs, 
who inha.liit the Pa.ropa.m.fa&n mouuta.ins. .All the tribes of the range of Soli~ 
man, especially tho Khyberees and Vizcerces, are notorious plundeters; many 
others in the east are disposed to plunder j and it is rema.rked that all the pas
toral tribes in the 'vest are more disposed to tebbery t.ha.n those who li\•e by 
agriculturo : r-Obbc-ry is, however, never aggravated by murder. 

" The uomade population is diminishing1 though the Dooranees extol the 
charms of a pastoral life. Those who live in tents are chiefly to be £-0untl in 
the west, where they amount to one~lutlf the population. All over the east, 
tlle people live iu houses. The commonest house is built of unburnt brick 
one .story high, and roofed with a. terrace or low cupola.. There is lit.tic or no 
furniture within, ex.cept a. coarse woollen carpet, and pieces of felt to sit on. 
The houses of the great are of two or three stories, and ene1osod with high 
walls containing stable'S and offices, and several courts laid out in gardens 
with fountains. '!"he halls ate supported by pillars and ?.-Ioorish arohc~J 
carved and painted. The walls are ornamented 1vith paintings in distemper 
or oil, and pictures. The furnituTe consists chiefly of carpets and felts. '!'he 
tents of tbo shepherds arc of coarse black ca.mlet; those of tho common people 
a.re from twenty to twenty-five feet long, ten or twelve broad, a.nd eiglit or 
nine high~ supported by poles1 and divided into two apartments hy a. curtain; 
those of the khans a.ro larger and better-the Dooranecs line their tents wiL}l 

felt, 
H The Aft'ghans are a. social, sober, steady, cheerful people. Though merry, 

they do not laugh mucl1, though they talk. a great deal. 'Ihey aro fond of 
tales and songs, which arc of love or '\Y&r; but their favourite ami.tsement is 
the chase or bawking. 

" The men a:ro all of a. robust make,. generally lean~ though bony and 
musculal'. They have high noses, blgh cheek-bones, and long faces. Their 
hair aud beards are generally black ; sometimes brown. They shave the 
middle part of tho head, but 'vear the rest of their hair, which is coarse and 
l!trong. Their countenance has an expression of manlint:Ss and dcliberat-ion1 

united to a.n air of simplicity. The western Affghaos are larger and stoutc1· 
than thoi>e of the east, .u.ud somo Dooranees and Ghilzees are of surprising 
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strongth and sta.ture; but, g<!nerally speaking, the Affgbans arc not so tall as 
the Engliab. Thoir ma.aners a.re frank and open, a.nd though manly and inde .. 
pendent, they are entirely free from military pride andftrotit9. .About towns, 
the Aff'ghans are in some degree polished; but in many parts or the country 
they are plain and rustic, but novor fteree or insolent. Their deportment is 
easy, yet it ia uot uncommon to find them bashful, .a. defect rarely seen in an 
A.sin.tic. Their conversation is rationiil, they are desirous of information) and 
the bulk of the people a.re remarkable for prudence, good sense, and observa .. 
tion. Capt. Burnes says they always iutcrroga.ted him closely regarding 
Europe, and that ' it was delightful to see the curio5ity of even tho oldest 
men.' Though far behind Europeans in veracity,. and though they would 
seldom scrupJe to deceive lvhen their interest was at stake, they have not the 
habitual falsehood of tbe na.tivca of India. and Persia. They are all remark&· 
bly hardy aud active, industrious, and laborious· F:rorn the na.ture of thei;r 
country, they a.re exposed to endure cold and heat., and aiccustomed to 
climbing mount;rins a.nd swimming torrents. They are impatient of heat, 
though much of the climate of A::lfghanista.n is hot.. They aro attached to 
their cla1ra and fa.milies, proud of thoir ancestry, a.nd all take a lively interest. 
in the honour of their <:ountry. They are kind to their immediate dependents, 
though the Affgban rule over conquered nations is severe and tyr&nnieal 
They are fu.it.hful in friendship, and mindful of favours.~ They are mitli6r 
irritllfk nor irnplacrWk1 but they ref.a.in a long remembrance of injuriea not 
retaliated : revenge is esteemed a duty. Capt. Burnes taxes them ·with idle .. 
nesi and a passion for intrigue; yet he a.dds, ' I imbibed a very favourable 
impression of their national eha-ra.cter. Mr. Elphlnstone au.ms up their ch4 ... 
.meter in theJe 'vords.-' Their vices a.re revenge, envy, a.rarice, rapacity, 
obstinacy) on tha other hand, they aro fond of liberty, faithful to their 
friends, kind to thoir dependants, hospitable1 brave, hardy, frugal, laborious, 
and prudent.; and they aro less disposed than the nations iu their neighbour .. 
hood to fahehood1 intrigue, and deceit.' "-.as-iatic Journal, 1838, pp. 300-
308. 

There is, in one particular, a remarkable difference betwixt the 
Affghans and the tribes to the north and west of then1 in a matter 
which of itself is sufficient to mark the character of a people. The 
Hera.tees, Khivans, Uzbegs, and Tartars: of every race deal freely and 
extensively in slaves. 

u In the Khurm valley wo overtook another slavo party from the IIa.zarn 
country. The owners, to the aatonishment of our pt.U'ty, were men of Cabool. 
They appeared greatly mottified at being seen by ua, hung down their heads, 
nod wished, but in. va.in1 to escape uot.ice. The Khirakushe11 1-ecognised them 
as inhabitants of Chardeh, a phdn in the "Vicinity of Ca.boo!> and at once 
charged them with carrying on a traffic as degrading to an A:lfgha.n as it. is 
accounted honourable in an Uzbek. They 'vere asked how they could face 
thoir cla.nsmeu after such disreputablo conduct. In extenuation of their oon~ 
duct, they 11tat.cd, that after trading to a. coooidera.blo extent with the Jlazar~, 
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nnd waiting twelve months for a. settlement of their claims, they hatl been 
unable to obtain payment. The correetn<'.SS of the demand was readily 
acknowledged, and :sla.ves, valued at its full :amount., offered in lieu of nll 
cla.ims. At first they refused this mode of pa.ymeut, but were at length 
induced to comply. Unable after such n. description o:f compromise to return 
direct to their own country, they 'vere now proceeding to tbe Uzbek mart of 
the Khurm, or Taa.h Kurghan, there to realize by sale the proceeds of' thi.s 
discreditable barter. 

1' :Nothing surprises one sa much} nor i.s more difficult to be aecountcd fo.r 
on rational principles, than the marked 1:1ha.des of difference which often1 as in 
this case, arc exhibited in the mora.1 character of neigl~bouring nations. 
Here we have t'vo races of men, p:rofe:;sing the same belief, wllosc bablts in 
many respect.CJ a.re alike,. and whose location and pastoral pursuits offcx many 
points in comrnon1 yet dift'erlng in almost every feeling that marks the man, 
and which in their com.binod infl.ueneo constitute tbe peculiar genius of a. 
people. Of the freedom enjoyed by the Aftgllans,. the lJzbcks kvow nothing. 
The liberty of the sla.ve they c:tpture is not more at their dispolS!l.1 than their 
own life is in t11e hn.nda of their cl1iof or neg. To love of country, ::i. feeling 
do1niuant in the breast of an !A:lfghan, and which glo,vs with more or less 
intensity in the soul of every other people from tbe Zahara to the Esquimaux, 
the Uzbek is almost a stranger. The custom of man stealing appears to have 
smothered every better feeling; and the praticc of tro.ffi.ckh1g in human beings 
extends evt'n into their domestic arrangements; for their wh·oe are as much 
articles of property as their slaves, and arc bought and sold 'vith the same 
callous indiffereuee.'•-Jvood's Journey to th~ Oxus, pp. 210 & 211. 

1.'he follo"ing extract) from Mr ~Iasson's late work, gives nn idea 
of A ffghau liberality and toleration, for \vhicb we should in vain seek 
n parallel in the '1'ide limits of Asia:--

" .AFFGUAN ToLunATION.-It is matter of agreeable su.rpriso to any one 
ncquo.inted with the lifuhomedans of India., Persia, and Turkey, a.nd with 
their religious prej11diccs and antipathies, to find that the people of Cabool 
arc entirely free from the1n. In most countries few l'flahomcdans 'viii eat wit.h 
.a. Christain ; to salute hhn even ill error, is deemed unfortunate, a.nd he iS 
looked upon as unclean. Here none of those· difficulties or feeli11g.s exist. 
The Christian is respectfully called a ' kitabi,' or ' ono of the book.' TJ1e 
dissoluto Vazir Futi Khan, when occasionally nn Armenian Christian pre. 
scnted l1ilnself desiring to become n. convert to Islam, was wont to inquire 
\vhnt he had founll deficient in his O'\Vll religion that he wished to change it? 
a.ntl \Vonld remark, thi:tt those pcraons who possessed a. book and would adopt 
a new faith, were scoundrels, actuated by love of gain, or other interested 
xnotive. To the Hinllu anxious to enter the paJQ of the !\:Iahomedan Church, 
he mado no objection; on the contrary, he applauded him who, hn,·ing n<> 
religion, embraced one. I nt fir.st imputed the indifference of the Cabool 
people to t.hcii..· olvn kixity, for I soon oha:er\'eU that there v,·as very little 
religion among t11cm. Those called Sl.tiafl lvc1·e very gcucr:i.Uy of the Su11-
i:na.z~hz, whloll, \vh:itever its mystical prctcnr:ion~ I fear implies ll,O religion nt 
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all. The same syl!ltero largely pre<vails among the Snni professors : but when 
the sa~ libe;rcl.ity was found to qxtend over the country and among all 
ra.cea whether. A~f'J:lans, Ta.jµt$, or others1 who could not be elu1.:rg-~a.ble with 
Suti doctrines, I was seDsible that there must bo some other re-ason. * * 

utivingwith the AT~ia.ns r:>f the city, I witnes::1ed ~v4lry day the tern1sof 
equality on which they dwelt among their n-Iahomedan neighbours. The 
Armenian follo'fed the Mahornedit.n corpse to itJi place of burial ;-tho ?fla.~ 
homedau 1:1ho\ved the sanie mark of respect· to the remains of the Armenian 
community. They mutually attended each oiher's weddings, and participated 
in the Uttle matters whi~h spring up in society. The Arlllenin.n presented 
gifts on Id Noh Ro-', or the Mahomedan New-year's: Day; he received them 
on his own Chriatmas Day. It' it had ho.ppenad that a. Mti.homedan had mar
ried an Armc.Dian fem.a.le who was los.t to the Church of th-.: Cro.ss. I found 
tha.t the Armenia.ns had retaliated, aud '•rought Ma.homedan fcroaleill into their 
families &od inducted them into their faith. An Armenian. in conversation 
with t.be present bead of the Wais family, said, that some. person bad ea.lie•~ 
him a IC.a.fir,. or 1n6.del. The reply was,' He that calls a kafir is a. kaftrhimself. 
It is something for a. Chrl~tian to reside with ~Iahomeda.!lB so tolerant a,n(l 
unp,rejudiced. 'Vine prohibited to bo made or sold in the city, is permitted to 
be made and usod by Armeoiam,. who are simply rest.rioted to indulge in their 
own houses. They have not unadroitly induc~d the ~Iahomeda.os to believe 
that to drink wina is part of their religion, and to interfere on that bead is 
impom."ble. Thero are a. few fa.m..ilies of Jews at Cabool; but, while perfectly 
tolerated as to matters of faith, they by no Ine-lnll command the re91>ect 
'Which is shown to Armeniaus. Ljke them, they are permitted to make vinout1 
and spirituous liquors j and they depend Chiefly for thelr livelihood upon the 
clandestine sale of them. Some years llnce. a. Jow waS heard to speak dis
respectfully of Jesus Christ: he was arraigned, and convicted before tllo 
Mahome~ tribuna.ls on a charge o.f_ Wasphemy ; tha sentence was sangsa.r, 
or to be atoned to death. The unhappy culprit was brought to the Armenia.ns. 
that they, as pa1ticul&rly interested. might carry into effect the punishment of 
the law. They declined; when tho Mnhomedans led the poor w1•eteh without 
the city, and his life became tbo forfeit of his indiscretion. It was singular 
that an a.ttack upon the divinity of our Sa.viour should have been held cogni
zable in a Ma.homedan eecle.siastical court, and -that it should have been 
resented by those w~ in their theological.disputes wiMl Christians, ne'Ver tail 
to cavil on tha.t very poiut .• , 

These matt.en are given with the greater minuteness a.ad detail, 
because it has been the habit ever since our armies entered .. 4.ffghanistan, 
lo speak of the people as treacherous and deceitful savages, charac
terized by scarcely a good or estimable quality, and hardly, amidst the 
~everest suff~rings i~flicted on them, or the mQst intolerable exaspera
tions to which they were exposed, entitled to the sympathies of 
civilized men! It appears 0£ late to have been forgotten that Alfghan• 



istan and its people were \Veli known to us before our soldiers entered 
it ; that it had, betwixt 1808, when Mr Elphinstone went on em· 
bassage, till 1832, when Conolly and Burnes traversed It from the 
love of travel and desire to extend our knowledge of geography and 
statistics, been described by travellers surpassed by none in modern 
times in unimpeachable veracity, in careful and minute research, .and 
in po"·ets of graphic description.• The testilnony of these and of 
those who followed after them in 1837 and 1838, on the eve of the 
outbreak of the wsr, of whom Lieut. Wood was one, is perfectly 
unanimous, ........ the passage already quoted from the. Asiatic Journal 
giving a foll and faithful abstract of their opinions. No man knew 
more of the Affghan character than the late s;r Alexander Burnes: he 
had lived with them in peace, and traversed their country before our 
discords bega.n lvith them ; be ha l negotiated wi.th them, and striven 
to avert eollislon, and examined every turn and winding, every nook 
and crevice of their policy: he had watched thetn in open 1var. and 
purchased their forbearance when it could not otherwise be procured. 
OD the 23d October 1841, within a week of bis death, he writes 
thus: 1 ~ I have often wondered at the hatred of the officers to,vards 
the Affghans. They surpass their western neighbours, the supple 
lying Persians ; their northern ones, the enslaved Uzbegs ; their 

" The bookot of travels roferred to a.re the following:-
Travels into Bokha.ra., contaiaing the Narrative of a Voyage on the Indus 

from the sea. to Lahore, &c.; and an Account of a. Journey from India to 
Ca.bool, &c., in 1820 and 1830. By Lieut. Burnes. a vols.. Svo. 1832. 

Joutney to the North of India., overland from. England through RU&Sia, 
Persia, and A.ftg:hanistao in 1830. By Lieut . .Arf.hur Conolly. 

Moorcroft's Travels in tho Himala.ya.n. Pro\l'inces of Hindaiitau a.nd the Pun
ja.ub, in La.dakh and Kashmir, Pesha.wur, Ca.bool, Koondooz and Bokha.ra.. 
Prepared for the press by H. H .. Wilson, Sanskrit Professor, Oxford. [These 
volumes. were not publiahed till 1841, though refarriag to the period in~r· 
vening betwixt 1819 and 1825. Moorcroft had conespondod very extensively 
with the Government u well as witb his friend& ia India,, a.ud a large amount 
of the intorma.tionJ systematically arrauged by Dr Wilson, had appeared 
before in fragments.) 

'Yood's Journey to the Sourcos ot the Ox.us in 1837 .. 8. I vol. Svo. 1841. 
Ca.boo!; being a personal Na.rra.tive of a Journey to, and Residence in, that 

country in 1836-8. Dy Lieut ... Col. Sir Alex. Barnes. 1642. Thi& journal, 
though prepared bf Sir .A. Burnes at the da.ta juat mentioned, l'f'&S not passed 
froll:I. his hands til May 1841 ; so that he ba.d abuuda.nce both of leisure and 
epportunit.y to correct 1'DY imperfections in his previous observations. 

Narra.t~ve of a. Journey in lleloochista.n, A:ffgha.nistan, and the Pnnjaub, 
betwixt 1826 and 1838, by C. Masson, 3 vols. 1842· The best portion of tllOlle 
volumes appeared in the TrausaclioDS of the Bomb•.Y' Goographoal Society 
for 1840. 
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Eastero, the timid Indian ; and their southern oneo, the fierce sa.age 
Beloochees. Yet they are blamed because they fight at night, when 
in faet the poor wretches are unable at any other time to eope with 
disciplined armies. Thts cour~e, after all, is I imagine, nothing else 
than is allowable ; it was the same as the Seotcb Highlanders pursued 
a century since.''• The Alfghans throughout found themselves unable 
to withstand ns in the field : our gtmo, with which they had nothing 
to cope, mowed them down in hundreds, and although certainly on 
numerous occasions they threw them..,lves upon us regardless of all 
d•nger, charging home to the points of our bayonets, as often as Ibey 
could they took advantage of the darkness of night, or the defiles and 
ravines which their country supplied, and which did something to 
equali•e the condition of the disciplined soldier 'vith that of the 
untrained warrior of th.e mountains. This was provoking for us. but 
it lvas the only wise coul'se they could have pursued: the vexation 
and annoyance, the frequent mischiefs and oontinual irritation occa
sioned by it, made our officers as i11different judges of the people 
again•I ••hom they were employed, and of whose·eharacter they wrote, 
a• honourable-minded men could well become. They were placed in. 
a false position: they saw everything through a tinted medium; and 
they naturally described as they ob•erved : being at the same time in 
the worst possible position for philosophical observation. 

* This is copied nearly verba.tim from a.n entry, dated 23d October~ in a. 
private journal of Sir Alexander Bu1·nes's, which extends to the lst November, 
the day before his mnrder,. n.nd which, singula.rly enough, amidst the wreak of' 
all other thing& has befo'n pt~erved entire. It is now in the h&lldl of his 
friends. 
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OPERATIONS 

SOINDE AND AFFGHANISTAN, 
FROM 1837 TO 18~2. 

CHAPTER l. 
opinions of the British in India little affected by consideratii;.n of llome party politics. Per

plexity in the Narrative from the divorsity of authorities, tbo imperfections of the pub
lished papors, and the ineeasant altornatiom1 betwixt pcaco &.ud war amongst the rulers 
of Central Asia-l<'eeling of all the Aifghans against Pers.la. In 1832. APFA.uts OF FESRA

wua-H:oatile n:oremonts of ll.unjee$ Singh against lbo Dooraonce Statu in 1818-
Seizcs on A ttoclt and Mooltan-On Caa11mete-Caph1NS. Pe.sbu.wur-Re.slgns ii Jn favour 
of Ka.mran Sbah 1t.nd Dost M&homod-Hurry Singh gets possession cit't bytti!achery, in l!i34. 
-Dehat of the Shah Soojah noar candahar-Dost ::\la.homed attemptA to reco,-er Pe;;ha.. 
wur in i835-R<:treats before the Seikbs-EuecuNul atta.ek on Nao Nehal Slngh In 1836 
-The Prince seizes Deen .. hhmael Khan.-Proparatiens for anot~er de11c11ni. of troopsi 
from Ca.bool-B.attle of JoJru"ood In May, 1837-Deatb of Hurry Singb-Prostt'atiou of 
the Seikhs-Our tender of mediation. APPAIRll OP U1u1.A'l'-Size of the Princlpatity
Cbar&eter of Kamran Sbah, and his Vlder-Dea.th of the King of rersfa. )"C. 1S3i·
\Yarlike rirepnrations o! the new King-Lord FAlmerst<in~t remonstra.nces-Preparatlons 
to march on Her.at in Ii36-Mr Ellke's alum-Mr M':N'cll and Mr Elllce agreed upon 
hb right-Advance of tbe Persian arm,r lu Ju)J', 183'1-Uccupatiooof Karrack-Ourcom
pletc command cif Persia throughout the G11lf-Money wasted oo t.he tmbasi:;y-Grati
tude of Kamnn Shah. kELATJONS wire Rt:ss1A-llarmony of th., Courts of St Petet'$• 
burgh and London in 183.t and 1835-Suspicions of Mr Ellke-Bu.glx!ar of Russian in
fluence-Count Simonich joins the Persian Camp before Hera.t-Gives Directions-Ji"ego
tiations with the C"'ndahar Sirdars-Misei011 .,r Lieutenant Vieo,·Icb to Cabool-\\'ith-
6rawal of Count Simonkh and Captain Vicodeh-Englhh Ca.binet expre&S tbemseJves 
ent.iNlly aati~fted-Sir J. Hobhousc's Spucb in 1fh2-Remarks on-Aai;.umptioos ot False
lrn.,d and Folly of Raasla.. uo&upportcd. CAP1'..lllf .O~p.:-:~s·s NsooTIA'l'lO:'fS •'t c..u.ioot.
Mission a.t first Commercial-Became Political in June 1837-Letter to Mr Jrl'"Neil-Dost 
n.tahomeda.nd LordA11c1dand'sCorrespondenccin 1836-Burncs arrives at Cahoot-Cordial 
Rec.:::ption-Oph~lon of tbe -ro.asonablenegs of Dost Mahomed's Demands - Rt1'1ilhm and 
Peridau lnfh1cnee-Candahar Aff'a.lra-Mis·ion of Lieutenant Leech-Arrival of Kohun 
Vill KhD.n itt Cabool in Aprll-Arri\'td of Vieovich-Unwi~e importance attached to
Uh Charactor-Bnrnes's Desp&.toh o! 22d Januar1 in reference to. Sooltan Khan-Insolent 
1111.pcrs of the Government cif ludia-DespAteh of Stb March with Suppre~sed I'assa.ges
Furtller Misunderstandings-Farewell Letter of Lord Allckland-Retirement of the 1.1 IA· 
l>ion.-Dettrminati.,n to have a. 'far-Negotiations at Lahore·-Vaclllo.t.ion.of Lilrd Auck. 
la.11d-lnfl.uence employed with. 

Tins chapter ba11l with a. view to explicitness and perspicuity, been 
broken up into four subdivisions-on the affairs of Pesha.wur and those 
of Herat-on the alleged intrigue of Persia aod Rllssia, and negocia .. 
tiou111 of Sir Alexander Burnes at Cabool1 betwixt September 1837 and 
l\lay l8SS; though it must be allowed that the danger of ocea~ion11L 
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tepetition bas thereby been incurred. As the statements put forward 
may appear strange and new to the English reader-at variance, as they 
are, with most of what has been set forth in and out of Parliament. by 
the defenders of Lord Anrklaod's p0Jicy1-it is proper to explain that 
Tery nearly the whole of the racts are taken from the official papers of tho 
Government of India, or Foreign Office, selections from which were, in 
1837, published by order of Parliament. Th" 90UfC'118 or all the jnforota• 
tlon have been carefully and copiously indicated, that the reader, wb1t ma.y 
~hanee to suspc~t prejudloo or partialityJ may have an opportunity of satis· 
tying himself as to whether the extracts have been fairly dealt with. The 
works whence these are taken are perfectly open and accessible ; and we 
lia:ve every wish that the suspicious shonld resort to ll1em to &ee '\Vbetbet' 
their dou·bts are eapabl& of verification. 

The _writer has no hesitation in admitting that he is, and has always 
been, conservative in i~is views,-opposed to the late Goteruor-General in 
bfs English politics, but not, therefore~ opposed to him ill his Indi:.n admi
nistration. In India, these considerations have little weight in thu dis
cussi(Jtl of general queations. Tbe keenest and most conslstent advocate of 
Lord Auckla.nd"s policy,. is the Englishman new!ipaper-a. cons.ervat1re in 
its politics: oee of its ablest oppouents is the somewhal more than 'Vhig 
Bengal Hurflaru. Di videJ as tho newspapers of India. have been in their 
ideas of the wisdom of the Simla policy of 18381 they have b-0roe unanimous 
aa.d willing teslhnony to the good intentions of Lord A ucklantl, and the 
amiable and benevolerit character of his domestic administrati~n. They 
h.a.ve been still more heartily cordial and united in ridiculing and e:1:p1»iog 
the alteruate bursts of madness and imbecHity, the ficklenesst vacill.a.tion, 
and caprice which have throughotit characterised the rule of Lord 
Ellenborough. 1'hese considerations 1nay perhaps be perm1.ted to h.ave 
1e>me weight in exempting us from the eha.rge of that undevia.ting partizanship 
which manifests itself in England, where, amongst one class of disputants, 
nothing is wrong-nothing eensu1able 01' dubious in the ~onduet of the late 
Gov.· General-nothing in that of the present one which is not more or less 
lio1.ble to ODE', or al1, the three jmpl!Ltatit)DS-and where, amongst their Op• 

ponent~., these predicaments are maintained-the in di Yiduals 11laced ia them 
being shifted. 'Vith all the opprobrium of the Alfghao war on its head, 
the ad1ninistration of Lord A uckla.n1l wil1, in India, be regarded hence
forward with f,1r more respect than that of Lord Ellenborongh with. un ... 
disputed claims to the popularity and wisdo1n of the abandonment of the 
unimaginably wicked and disastrous scheme of hjs predeeeasor. To the 
EurC)pean reader much confasion of ideas must necessariiy arise from the 
corisrant references to parties a.t war the one day and peace the next, inees
aaotly makiug arrangements for atta.ek or for defence ; terrifying the Calcutta 
cabinet with tho idea11 that the flames of war were to be lit up in the very 



3 

regions where we were endeavouring to extend our commerce-the nez:t 
with alarms for intrigue and coalition, threatening danger en the threshold 
-0f our Iodia.11 poss~eion1, and filling the rulers thereof with alarm and 
dismay. Tbese constant alternations are in the last degHie perplexing in 
the stndy af the Pa.rU;:amentary papers.; from whieB. th-e ad.voeates of eit11er 
1ide1 who chose to restrict th~ir se\ectioes to isolated passages., may draw 
weapons enough to defeod themselves against their opponents. 

The documents themselves have been furniished by a varlet] of individ11alr1 

very ditferently situated trom each other, in te:!!pect, aliket of their oppor
tunities, .u of their aptitude for observatioot and deducing their ~onclusion.s 
from appea.rancea: in the last degree varying from each other. 

The papers t11emselves besides, have been garbled and sent forth to serve the 
purposes of the -late Cabinet in supporting their Aft'gban policy, rather tba.n 
&o supply correct information ~ they are in same easeEt, as in tba.t of the 
•hare supplied by the late Sir Alaxaoi!er Burnes, so made up as to support 
positions a.s much as possible opposed to those they were intended to a.us· 
tain 1 which they now establish when set f'l)rward entire. It is evident beside,, 
from the allusions in many of the 110.mutila.ted despatches, that much of 
the information which it would be d~irable to poases.s remains to this hour 
concealed in the archives of the Board of Control. 

No pa.ins have been spared to clear up the obscurity flowing from these 
-ohannels in so far aa. this cGuld be aooomplisbed by a ca.ref11l study .a.od eom ... 
pariso11 of all the pa.pers which appeaAd with or without consent of parlia
ment. There aru other i011rees of perplexity which ea.n only be surmounted 
by a careful consideration of a few leading partieula.rs about to be 
e1:plaiaed .. 

It must, in the first place, be kept io view amongst the constant allusioas 
to the altercilkions of hostile and of frieadly iutereonr&e amongst tb~ chiefs 
themselves, that they in fact had no settled or consistent system of l'Q1iey: 
that their alliances were transient and uncertain: that the incarsion of one 
month was followed by the emba1s.a.ge of the next. Tak.e the case of Persia 
and Herat as an illustration: we flo.d the former threatening the latter early 
io l83t, aod before the end of the year they were on terms or friendship ; 
and In 18361 1837, and 1838, Herat was besieged-and Persia agreeing with 
Russia to have Kamraa, the Suddozye prinee, set &side, aod Kohun Dil Khan, 
the Barukzye Sirdar1 put on. the throne in bis stead. lo Nov. 1838, Per:!ia 
foregoes all lhese schemes, and once more makes peace~ in 184.0 the tablea 
are tnrned1 and the king of kings i$ ind11ced by England to strengthen the 
hand, and increase the territoty, of the Suddoz)e. Scarcely is this arrange
ment completed, when the latter turns his back on England, makes spootaoo • 

ous submission to Pers1a1 and re1tore1 what we had procur~d for him. Turn 
next toCandahar 1 the Sirdar& there had, from the time their brother Dost Maho ... 
med acq"ired supremacy in Cabool, been almost iuees.santly at feud with him. 
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They were throoghout io league with another brother to destroy his po,ver, 
Sooltan J!ll.ihomed K~1an 1 on whom the Ameer had coaferred Pesliawur ~and 
seemed ready to accept the assiataqce of Herat and Persia in turn to aceOrn
plish their objects as these presented themselves. On one point ou!y wcte al I 
the !vlahomedan prineesjust named thoroughlya.greed,-in their hatred to the 
Seikbs, and their determination to recover Pe.shawur from heathen do-minion. 
In this great object they were united, but in nothing beyond it. Dost hl!t.110-
rnetl had given it to l1is brother, from whom it had been fraudulently wrested 
in 183.t, and he desired to re-annex it to Cabool. His brotbcr1 himself in 
league ltith the Candah:ir Sirdars, coveted it for their owo use alone, being 
jo the last degree jealous of the Cabool chief, and eager to subvert his 
authority. l{amrao Shab apparently lent himself to this confedeta.cy 
\Vithout hope of immeJiate gain, unless indeed the dream might have crossed 
hi.s mind that in the 1nidst of the confusion he might have some chance or 
recovcdng a further portion of the territories ruled over hy his grauilfather ; 
his chief object being te avenge himself on the Barukzye chief, 'vho bad 
!iUCeessfully tlriven and excluded the last hope of the Su-ddozyes from kingly 
power~ The king of Persia obviously desired to increase the Doorannee em
pire as much as possible-, in the hope of making it all his own. It must be· 
sides, be recollected, that war in tbese countries, so far from being regarded, 
as in ci.vHiz:ed Europe, the worst of evils1 is looked upon as a. heroic and 
exciting oocupatioa,-as the only means by which power and glory are 
really to be won. The raptttre of the str1fe Is reasoa enough for the 
leaders-the hope of plunder for the followers-rushing into battle. 

In 1832, when Captain Burnes first visited Affghanistan, Persia threat.enf!d 
Candahae; a.nd the Sirdars1 alarmed at tb~ danger from the '\Vest, and aware 
of how little they inerited kindness at their brother's hands, knew not 
where to look for as!.istance. Dost ~lahomed was ·too large-minded a poli
tician to perrnit personal feeling to betray hitJJ. into the fi,Uy of suffering his 
country to be endangered. Ilo knew that if l!et~ia ad'Vanced on Caudal•ar, 
sl1c would come farther, and that Ghuznie or Cabool itself might s.uffer. 
He wrote to his brother-''- '\Vhea th-e Per&iaos eomet let me know, and as I 
am now your enemy lvill I then be yollr friend.'' (l) The threat of invad
ing Atl'ghanlstan seems indeed to have been a. peculiarly favourite one with 
Persia i made use of from time to ti111e frorn the period of t11e final dissolution 
of the Dooranuee monarchy. Dost Mahomed appears to have been the only 
prince in those parts ;vho had seriously set himself about extending the ince. 
rests of comtnerce, and maintaining the "Vigorous administration of justic·e 
amongst liis subjects. As nothing could m:>re seriously ha.ve impeded the tran .. 
quit advaneemeo.tof these than the continual alarm to which the threats allu<l· 

1. Travels in BokhatQ1 vol. iii. p. 272, 12mo edition. 
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ed to from time to time gate rise, the wisest cours~ he could have pursued was 
to have eudeavoured to obtain a secure and permanent alliance with tbe 
sovereign who uttered them. IIis anxiety to e'tablisb telalious with dlsta.nt 
fo-reign powers was equally an evidence of his desire for peace, a.nd ought, 
So far from exciting our jealousy"I to have elicited our warmest approbation, 
-lhe more especially when it appe1red that an alliance with ourselves was 
that which he preferred above all others, and for whose sake he was willing 
to sacrifice them all. One thing alone be ref11sed to concede to us-the 
abandonment of his claims to Peshawur,-a measure whichJ if yielded> 
would have disgraced him for ever in the eyes of bis subjects, as well as of 
snrrounding nations. For this refusal we e~pelled him from hLs throne! 

No stronger evidence ean be had of the sDlicitude of t1!l the Alfghan chiefs 
as far west as Seistan, fot an t1lltance with England, than the promptitude 
with which all their own in1.H"Vidual schemes were abandoned ao soon as tb.e 
appearance of the mis.11ion in 1837 held out a prospect of this being acceded 
them. It mu~t be kept in view that we offered out' interposition betwixt 
them and tl1eir enemies at a time when they asket.l not our as.sistanee; that 
they were under no treaty or obligation to us whatever ; and that if they had 
sometl1i11g to hope from our friendship, th.ay had no reason to suppose that 
they had any gt'ottnd.s of feat' from our enmity. They were perfectly inde
pendent nf w;, and entitled to aceept or decline the frienilly offers so .super
fl.uollsly and otficiously proffered them, without our having the slightest 
grounds of anger, fllrther than may be considered justifiable wheq felt by one 
.who, meddling witl1 the affairs or his neig11bour, receives, as he deserves, 
the m4'ddler's requital. 

When we tendered J{amran Sltab, the Snddoyze, help against our 
allies of Persia, he frankly told us. he ditl not want us. "· \llfith regard to 
the coming of the Persia.a a.rmy," says he. as stated in the official des
patches, c 1 I am nott and never shall be, in any way willing to give yon 
trouble or annoyance. Sb.ould the l{ussia.n government evince any great. 
desire ta come lo Herat1 do not prevent the advance of the army-, or take 
any trouble about the matter. It is an affair or no conscquenc~. Let them 
come. in order that they may be able to prove what they can do. 1\Iay it 
pleas.e God, the most Merciful! the eteeJ of th:eir wishes aba.ll not accom .. 
plish the journey of their design.'' 

AFFAIRS OF PESHAWUR. 

" Wit.h a view to invite the a.id or tbe D'S F.4.C'l'O Rulers of A8';;ha1:1bt11.n t.o the measur" 
neee!S:u"J for ghlng full effect to thos.:i treatieJ, Captain Burnes was deputed~ toward! th.o 
cloio of the 1ear Hil6,on a. mission to Doss i\Iallommod Klla.n, the. Chief of Cabool. The 
orlgioal objeets of that ollloor's o:aiuioo were purtlt of a oom.oo.c.rcial nature. "lf'hilst Cap~ 
tain Bu:rnes, however, was Ort his Journey to CabooL, toformation was received by the 
Goniraor Genera.I, that the troops of Dost. ?rlahomwod l{b:i,n ha.d 111alie a sudden ,_n.l l.lll • 
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pro1101'ed a.tta<ik on those r4 our ancient ally 1 lb.ha ttaja. R11nJeet Singh. If; wu. naturau1 
to bcappreheri~.::d that lli!J l·ti~linell& the .Jlaba It.<\la, would not be tla.w to aNn1te this ag
gression ; and it wa.s to be fer.red tb~t the da.me!J of win· being once ki.odlcd in the Ter:t 
regions into whlch we were endeavouring to extend our commerce, the pea.cef111 and 
be11elicial purposes of the British Govttnrnent would be altogether fr11Strated. In o'tdor- tu 
avert a resnlt so co1.la.rnito.u:11, the Governor General ro&olved on a.uthorizin; Ca.pt. 81:1.raes 
to intlm:i.te to On.at l-t~b.omined Khan that, if be abould evince a dis.position to eome to j1111t 
and rea>1001Lble term!l with tb.i Mah<1. Raja, Hi!·t..ovd~ldp wo11ld e:rert hhl good offices wlth 
His RlfC'hne$$ for the restorati111n of an amicable und.etstll.nt\i.nt between the two J)!)Wet1. 
'rhe M11.ha Ra.ja, with the chaTacteristi11 con6.1lenee which. he bas u.olf-ol'll'llJ placed in the 
f"a.lth and friendship of the Briti!h nation, at once asgcnted to the pTopositinn of the Go .. 
n?"nor Oen era.I to the effect, that in the meantime botttilities on hia pt.rt sh"'W.11 be s11ttpendod.~' 
-Simla Procl'.Jmation, ltt Ddofnr, lBlS, 

THE troub1e& of Affgha.nistao, and st1ife of it1 Chiefs, had, from an early 
period, been watched with intense interest by Runjeet Singh; eager to 
pro6.t by every opportunity of ex:tendin~ bi.s dominions to or beyond the IPdus. 
lo. May 18 lS, the Affghan forces having beeo withdrawn from Pesbawur to 
meet the exigencies 0£ civil broils at home, the ruler of L1.hore-wbo had 
$Orne time before possessed himself of th1;1 Fort of Attoi::k-dispatched a 
selflct body of trot>ps with a. he.ivy battering train to lay siege to ~iooltaa. 
Tile ex:pedition was successful : after a. gallant but unsuoee5'sful defence, in 
which 1000 of the garrison fell, the town was captured and sacked, lhe 
mosques dcstroyedt &he mllzzin forbidden, and the cow deelared sacred. 
The folio win!' year he a.ttackeJ. tho Capital of Ca.shtnere, and after a severe 
enga.gernent, where the Atfr:hans fought with all the rage and zea.l of reli
gious enthusiasm, be made good his conquest.. Driving the enemy before 
him, he next entered Pesltawut, and received the submission of the iuh.abi
tants. (t) These aggressions were commenced without the olaim of right, 
or pretence of quarrel, anJ. on no colourable grounds bul lust of conquest. 
The territories on his nGrth·western f'rontier were yalu:ible and desirable: 
the disagreements of th~ir ruler.t rendered them weak aad ill-defended : and 
accordingly they were aei.zed upon aod annexed to the Seikh dominions. 
The countries beyond the InJus were at this time so torn by internal 
dissensions that the rebel Sirdars feared to leave Cabool,-a.pprehensive that 
the heir of Timour migb.t return from Herat and claim the sovereignty. 
Tranquillized on this point by three yea.rs delay, in 1823 Azeem -Khant 
learning that the Seikhs were about ooee more to eross the Indns., advanced 
to Pe!!hawur to meet them: another engagement, more severe and bloody 
than any whie;h ha.d hitherto occurtcd, aga.iq ensued : the Scikhs ltete vic
torious, and the AifQihane retired upon Cabool. 

So exeiLed was the state of public feeling, that Rulljeet found himself' 
unable to retain Peshawur a.s a Seikh province, and a.ccardill gly he divided 
it betwix.t Kam ran Shah of Herat, grandson oft he emperor Nadir ,-aod Dost 
~ta.homed Khan, the bitter rival of the Saddoyze race of kings, and most ac· 
tive oftheBaruk.zyechief~, a:1 yet oo]y strnggling for the su.premacy aoon after-

I. Conolly's '£ravels, vol. ii., p. 402. 
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wards attained by him at Caboo.l. (2) Fiv" months afterwards, CashmE"r~ was 
!011.t to the Doorannees. fh>st Mahomed haYing p(!s&essed himself' at supreme 
authority at Cabool, io 1826 made over his share of Peahawur to his elder 
hrothert who had been the last of his competitors for power, on l1is aban .. 
doniag further pretences to the capital. (3/ In 1834 the Shah Soojah, •• 
already menli-0ned in the preface, made one more attempt to regain his 
throne. It fell in with the •iews of Runjcet Singh, on the present occasion 
to offer him as&istance, on the cooditino that Peshawur, toge1her with the 
whole of the Affghan territory betwixt the Hills .and the Five River,, should 
be formally ceded to htm, and anneie<l to the Pdnjaub. The treaty wat 
agreed to,-the only portions demurred at beiDg the surrender of the g.ates 
of Somnatb, then at Ghuznie, and the giving of Shahzadah as a. hos& 
tage.(4) The presenee of Dost Mahomed and his chiefs. was in July requir .. 
ed to the westward to repel tl1e advances of ll1e Shah Soojah, now ap ... 
proaehing Candahar with a numerous army. The Chiefs of Peshawur 
took advantage of tbeae events to arrange a. series of plans against the 
authority or the Cabool Chit:f: and fearing, from the rapidity with whic.~h 
he had just before ovoerrun J elb.Jabad, that he roight, so soon as his bands 
were freE"., inflict on them summary chastisement, t}iey solicited aid from 
Lahore. Hurry Sjogh, the most fortunate and talented of the Seikh com~ 
manderr1 was at this time encamped with a powerful force near Attot'k; 
watehing, as is supposed, the opportunity of seizing on Peshllwur, Jest 
perchance the Shah Soojab, on rec6 .. eriog his throne, should be supported 
by us io making it1 if found more convenient, tributary to Cabool: his master 
wished to be hefoTehand with us in securing this new acquisition, that we, on 
gi"Ving assistance to the Shah, a:hould have no prete::r.l fo.r claiming it as com
pensation for our services, sbould t\lis other untoward alternative pre.sent 
itself.(5) He apreared within aix miles of the city of Pesbawur, on 
pretence of receiving the us.ual tribute of horses, rice, swords, &:e., which 
the Sirtla.1'$ bad bound themselves to pay; fiDeEsing to gain time, which 
was of the utmost importance to- him, he delayed his departure on pre
tence that tho horses were not of such qua.lily as 11ad been agreed upon. 
Finally, it was proposed that Nao Nehal Singh 1 the prince royal 1 should 
be permitted to make a. friendly visit to the capital. Under coYer of 
tbis conciliatory coneessioD, the whole Seikb army advanced, and at once sat 
down in hostile attitude opposite the walls. The Affgba.o Sirdars, wholly 

2. Masson'.s Journeys in Beloochistan, A:lfghani:stan1 a.nd the Punja11b, 
YOL iii .. P· 60. 

3. Ibid. 4. Parliamentary Papers 1839, p. 14&. 
5. 'fhis is the e:.s:plana.tion given by an apparently well-informed writer in 

the DelM Gazette, June i 835, and it seems a. ptobable one. Stra.n/:{e that two 
years afterwards we should m:ake the cl!!.im of Runjeet Singh on this province, 
which he had saa.tched to keep it from us, the ehietpretence for the deposition 
of Dost l\.Ial~owed. See A~ia.tic JourDal, 1835. 
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unp:-epareJ fur thi:J, had no means of resistance: they fled at once 'With 
their \Vives and trea.s.ure-yielding to an army of 9000 rnen a. t~rritory which 
a fe\T yeJrs be(ore the Seikh sovereign himself had been unable to retain 
with a force of 25,000. (6) 'fhi~ digression ir. essential for the full under
standing of the events j:.ast about to be related, which formed the chie( 
ostensible cause or OUT resolution to dethrone D(}st ~lahomed. (7} The 
Sbab Soojah having been defeated near Ca.ndahar, as narrate<l at the close 
of the preface~ retired onee more to the previous asylnm the British Govern
ment had provided for him within their territories at Loodianah. It vra.!. 
not to be supposed that Dost h-ta.ho111ed wo11lJ submit with patience to an 
aetof such fraudulent and barefaeed spoliation without nn attemft to reeu· 
ver the i1ortion of his kingdorr1 which had beea ravL~hed by trickery. He 
was stated by Captain "\Va.do (25th September, 183!), to have ro11sed the 
whole l\fabomeda.n popul;1tion for an attack on the Seikhs. Itunjeet Singh, 
who had then 25,000 men at Ot" near the s:::eoo of action, was dett:roiined 
(writes the Loodiana.h Resident) not to let go his hold on Pesbawur, while 
Dost Mabomed Khan, and the other Affghan rulcrs1 were equally resolvetl 
to stake their political existence on the capture of the place. l1ittle co11ld 
be done before the setti!1g in of winter, anJ. the earlier operations ap11ear to 
have been of ineonsiderable importance. Some severe skirmishing ensued with 
small parties of troops detached from the n1aio. army, as.lembling at J ellalabad 
under Ukhbar l\:han,-in which Hurry Singh had the 'v<>rst of it,-hav .. 
ing on one occasion beeo repelled wHh the loss of 150 men. (8) The l\faha
rajah 11imself made every preparation to meet ti1e ap1>roacbing conlest on 
:i. larger scale than had liitherto occurred. He reinforced his army; and 
advancing from Lahore remained encamped for so1ne time at l{otas, a.rid 
then proceeded to Peshwur, around which a very large forec was as3embled 
by the end of April. (9) Do~.t Mahorned hi.Yiogjoined the army, wbich for 
s~me time had been collecfng under his favourite son, prepared to descend 
through the l{hyber Pass. Ruujeet Singh a lvaneeJ to meet him, and drew 
npl1is Seikhs in ha.tile array aero~s the line of the advancing Affghana, 

6. blasson, vol. iii., pp. 225-228, 
7. Sir A lex::inder Burne a think19 tha.t tho Maharajah 'vas urged to this against 

his better judgment., by Hurry Singh. •<-It has pro\·ed [says he] a. source of 
annoyance1 aud latterly of serious disaster. It.s revenue, uuder the Dooran. 
neca, used to be £So,.ooo a year: untler the Se1lchs it is £100,000; but of 
this £60,000 is allocated amongst the Cb.iefs holding Ja-ghires-1\olahomed Khan 
Barukzye and his tribes enjoy £4:0,000 of this, and the bulk of the remainder 
is devoted to religious purposes.t• ~'It is [concludes Surncs] a drain on. the 
finances of IALhore, '\•ith the additional tlt a.dV'&nt&ge of hoing so sitllatcd as to 
lead the Scikhs into constant collisiou wit.h fiorcc n.nd desperate tribes, who, 
were it not for their poverty,, would be dangerous a.nta.goni.sts."-Ca.boo1, by 
Si:t A. Burnes, vol. i,, 1842. 

S. Calcutta Cou1·ier, June 3, 1835,; and Dellti Gaze.tte, April, same yoar. 
9. Del/ii Gazette, June 3, 1835, 



and withiq two miles of tbeirfroot. The Ameer, liho .seemed at uo time to 
ha"e been sanguine of suceessJ on aeeing himself oatnumbcred by the pow
erful and disciplined army of the l-Jahatajah, eonsidoring affairs hopeless, 
returned toward5 Jumrood, and was followed for some distance up the 
Khyber Pass by the enemy (1 lth May1 1835.} Propo!l<lls were sent to him, 
that if he would a.bandoo all clai:ns to the conquered terrifory, and give one 
of his sons as an hostage fur the maintenance of peace, he would receive a. 
Jagheer (estate) worth £SD,OOO a-year. (10) This proposition was at first 
favourably received, but a.ftetwa.rd& declined. Meantime the Afl'gha.n Sirda.r• 
had tendered unconditional allegiance to the ne\V ruler; and it W&$ agreed 
that they should receive a. territory of equa.l valuo with that rejected by Dost 
Mahomed,-they doing homage, and acknowledging tho Seikh sovereignty· 
This reward for their hostility and treachery to the Ameer was accepted of, 
and they beeame- thereafter the dependent:o of the infidel. 

General AYita.bile, one ot the Cllrsican officers who had, many years be· 
fore, joined the service of the ~laharajah) was mado Governor or Peaba.wur) 
-£he duties o[ which office he bas now for seven years discharged with the 
utmost ability: 2000 cavalry and 5000 irregulars were left to protect the 
country. It was said that Dost Mahomed on retiring towards Ca.boo), 
pledged himself to retake Peshawur or die in the attempt.( 11) He returned 
to his capital, leaYi11g his son:! to settle the affairs of J ellalabad ;. while his 
principal opponent ~tiretl to Lahore. withdra\Viog all his troops from beyond 
the Intlns, save those a.lrea.dy referred to. The A:ffg:haua of Peshawur, dis
eonteoted. with the new order of thiogs, mean while repaired ia vast numbers 
to Cai.loot to lay their grie:vances before their former ruler, and eipress their 
desire to be led agaimt the Seikhs ; a.nd their eagerness to sacritiee their 
lives for the faith, and io the expulsion of the infidels. Influtinced by these, 
and with the de-aire for the recovery of hi.s territory unslacked a.nd unabated, 
it was determined that his eldest soa, Afzul Bey Khan, should proceed to 

10. 'Ve a.re ata. loslf to underatn.nd the allusion of ~Ir. Masson, vol. iii., p. 
416, whel'e he says-n The proposal [made in 1837 or 38] to givo .Pcshawur 
to the Ameer-Runjeet Singh ree!eiviug in return ono of his sons, had Dever 
been ma.de by Ute Mabara.jah ;-Capt. "'\Vo.de denouncing it-And l am sorry 
to say justly-as insidious.'' Why it was the very offer Runjee t Singh 
ha.d himself made in 1835-0nly ins.tead Qf the whole of PcshaWU.l' he w::i,s to 
roceive n,ja.gheer of £30,000 a. .. yea.r. Dost Mahome~ as '!"ill be seen ftom 
the te1tt, for a timo entertained the propo::ial. RuuJ-eet S1ogh had ma.de a 
similar one to the Sl1a.h SaojQ.b. in l833t when negotiating for his restora.tion.
Parlia.ment.ary Papers, 1838. 

11. A.siatie Journal, December 1835. This passage is a quotation; but the 
source whence it is taken is not named. The officers referred to are Genera.ls 
Avita.bile, Allard, Court, and Ventura,-a.11 men who ha.ve distinguished them
selves for military skill and general literary acquirements, and for tho wiac!om 
and the friendly feeling towards out GoverDment with which they have oon
ducte<l lho affair• of the M•haroj•b· 



10 

me:a11nrA n:s &word wilh the unbeliever. An army of 20,000 men, mottly 
J(uzzilbasheF.,. were, without delay, aecotdingly assembled <Lt Jellalabad. De .. 
scending the J{hyber Pass with about half of this number, he came up with 
the Seikh army ooly .5000 strong, under Nao Nehal Singh, at the Ghnrry or 
DeCa~sab, in June 1836. The 6ght was obstinate, and the slaughter on 
both sides sefere, wheo 'f1ctory determined in fafour of the Aifghans : theh· 
enernies completely defeated, dis~rsed and fled. Just before, a b~oody en
couoter hat! taken pJacenearthecitybetwix:t the troops of Shero Siogh, father 
or the prince already named, and immediate heir to the Seikh thronej and the 
Chief of Lalpoora : both suffered severely, and each claimed the victory ; but 
the Affghans appear to have had tbe best of it. A few mond1s after this, Nao 
Nehal Singh descended by the line oftha Ind us towards o,~jerat, and obtained 
Deera Ish~uael Khan by stratagem-irnprisoning the Chief, Shah Newaz 
Kbau; the.alleged ground of offenee bciD!!9 that the Sacred Cow had been 
openly killed within hi11 territodes. This fresh appropriatioll or Aff~han 
territory, eifected almost without bloodshed, wa.5 an evidence that the Liou 
of the l'unjaub hatJ given all consideration of right andjustiee to the winds., 
w11en an opportunity presented itself of agg-randiz.ing himself at the expente 
of his l\lahomn1edan neighbours beyond the Ind us; and the rumour now ran, 
tha.t as be had taken possession of ne~rly the whole of the Dol)ra.nllee ter
ritory on the hither side the moun tainSt he might bo expected to prepara 
himself without deJay for an advance up0on the capital; an idle boast, pro
bably en-0ouraged by the Court to cover the mischances which bad j11st been 
experienced at Peshawur, anti brazen out the appropria.tioos he seemed de
term'ined to make, so far as his power permitlc(l. 

Prep.aralioos weremeanw\.iile made by tbe Seikhs f'ol' theseizureofShikar
pore, a wealthy and populous town belonging to the Ameors of Seinde, who aP" 
pear-to bavegiTen oot tho sligbOOst ca1.1se for quarrel or displeasure. From 
t11e beginning of autumn 1836, tiJI the apptoa.ch of spring in the following 

year, though we read of no enoouoters of note betwixt the Seikhs and 
.Affghans, the ho~tility betwixt them appears not for a moment lo have been . 
modified or interrupted. Great preparations having, in the course of 
the winter aod early in springt beeo made by Dost Ma.homed for a fur
ther attempt upon P~shawur, a"H armyt said to have consisted of abouL 
fifteen thousand meo, descended the Khyber Pass, and came up with 
the enemy at the Fort or Jumrood, just beyond. the mountains, oa the lst 
May 1887. The strength of tile Seikb army is not mentioned : they were 

. conuna.nded by the celebrated leadeT llurry Slngh. The Affghaos com· 
meoced by canDonailing the Fort; and, findin;: themselve~ for a time un .. 
resisted, conshlere1I that the day was their own.(12) Iiurry Slngh having 

12. I\-lasson, vol. iH, p. 424. 
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suddenly burst upon them with a compact body of di&clplined ...._rriora, wbile 
their irresrnlar troops were divided from each other by separate ravines, for 
a time carried every thing before him. Victory appeared for a while to lean 
first t:> one side, tben to the other, as the parties were alternately success .. 
Cul. The Seikhs had captured fourteen of tl1e guns of their enemie~, who 
managed io the course of the day to reco•er eleven 9f them, and make up 
their original nu1nber by the seizure of tllree pieeei of Hurry Singh~s artil
lery. The Seikh~, who had committed tbem~elves in p11rsuit of a. body of re~ 
treating Affghans, were uoes:pectedly met by a fro~h and pBwerfal force, 
and compelled to retire. Their gallant and able leader had faUeo, and the 
troops were everywhere compeUed to qlllt the field. The .Afr"hans claimed 
the victory: but hearing that he.ivy and highly·disciplinetl reiofor~maots 
would immediately be dent to join the beaten army, considered it hopeless 
to proceed further, and retired accordingly oa Jellalaba.d, elateJ. with the 
pride of success. It has generally been ass-erted1 that the ineursioa termi
nating in the bAttle of J 11mrood was Jesig11eJ in the knowledge that at this 
time the bulk of the Seik.h forces were abJeD.t at Arndtsur io celebration of 
the marriage of Nao Nehal Singh, and it is to this that the term u sudri£n>" 
in the Simla Proclamation, is a.ssurned to apply. ~Ir MassoQ pnbtisbes a 
letler from Captain Wade under date the 7th April, bJamiag the Ameer for 
having overlooked the opportunity then goae by. The fe&tivities were O"Ver 
in A-larch, and the Aia.harajah immediately afterwards hurried off his force1 
to Peshawur in the full knowledge or what had been for several UJODths 
impt"ndh1g. 

It appears (says Masson, vol. iii., p. 42'1) thit the !.1aharaja.b was so con .. __ 
founded at the death of llurry Singh, that he iofarmed Captain 1'Vade be 
sholllc.J be glad to give up Pesbawur, preserving his pardah or his honour. 
Nothing could be c1ea.rer (contioue1 the same writer) than t1\at he was 
willing, at the request of the British Goveromeot, t() have abandoned this 
UDJUst. conqut'at-sllch request would have saved him the appearance of a 
forced surrender. Capt. \Va.tie, on the 15th Sept. 1837, wrote io Di'lr Masson 
t.hai the Sei.khs are leady to bring their quarrels to an amicable adjustment OD 
any reasonable terms, in accordancEI to our wish.i!s for mut11&l peace. (l3) 
'Vitti this in view, it ia important to observe, that there was nothing, 11ave ill 
the dealh of a man of such oote a~ H"i!rry Siogh, at all tlitfcreot in the eir .. 
oumstaoces or concomitacts more tban in the halr dozeo other encounters 
which had laken place betwixt the eonquerors of Pesba.wur and its former 
possessors throughout the four preceding years. It will be seen,_ also, that 
Runjeet Singh bad all along aeted on a 1ystem of most unprincipled 
aggre£sion toward& all his.neighbours on every side of him: that Dost Ma-

13, Masson, vol. iii, p • .f24. 
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homed only strove to recover tl1e territory of whieh he had been robbed. 
In the Simla proclamatjon, issued on the lst October following, the Ameer 
was reported as thedislorber of the peace on our N.,V. frontier,(14) whereas 
Runjeet Singh had maintained tbe whole line of the Indus from 811kkur to 
A ttock~a. seeue of inl'essant strife. 'Ve tendered our mediation, to the 
effect that we would guarantee the robber the permanent poi!se&siou of his 
plunder, e1nd be very naturally accepted so generous an offer :-the party 
tobbed d.eeUned it on these krms., and \Ve dethroned bim for his pains! 

AFFAIRS OF HERAT. 
1 • Jl aubseg~ntly caflle to the kn(lWl~dgeof the Governor General, that a Persian Army 

1'&& besieging lie-r&t; tha.t intrigues wc10 MU\'ely pro~ecuted tbt(ruj'fli61lt Aoffghanhtan, fol' 
the purpose of c.xte11dl11g Fenian j11:flt11:tH~e &nd authority to the banks of, and e>ten beyotnt, 
thelndna;aodthatfhe Cclllrtof Pi:rrria.had1u;.t only com111CDccd a coune of injurll and 
in&ult lo the Officers of Her Majesty's Minion in the Pt-t"siao territory, but had afforded evl~ 
dence of being engal?td in design1:1 wholl,J at variance with the p1indplcs and objects of its. 

alliance with Great Britain:• • • *' 11 tr 

i• The Gc."ernor Gen-eral decm8 it in thi8place nece$$ary to rt'l'Ctt to the aiete of IJerat~ 
and tbe condact of the Persian natioD. The siege of that Cilll baa now been carried on by 
the Pen1an Army tor many months. The attzu:k upon it v.·as a moflt unjustmable and cruel 
aggresi:;ton, 11111rpc1r.at~d and contin\1cd, noiwhhstandiog tile aolemu and repeated remon
&trances ol the Hritl!-h Eo1·0)' Pt t)•e ea.rt (lf Persia, and after every juat ancJ becotning of
fer (lf aooommodaUon l<ad been made and rE"jeeted. 'JhQ be•iei'ld)lave beha\'ed wl\;b e..gaJ~ 
lantrs and fortitude worthy of 1be jnl!.tii!e of their cause, a.nd the Govel'»W General would :yet 
iudulge tbe hope, that tbdr heroiBm may enable them to niaintain a sucee511ful defence until 
.. ucconrs sholl reacli them from Britit.h hidia. lo the meantime, the ultericr designs of Per
&~ affecting 1be interest& of the British GovernmeDt, ba>'e been, by a suceeasion of events, 
nu>re arid more openl)' manifested. Tho Governor General has recentl7 aacertn.incd by an 
ollieial 11espatah from Mr. Ncl'\cil, lI'lr Majerty~, Envoy, 'that llili i<::.r.cellency bag been (..'Om~ 
pelled. by the refuul or his just dcmandt!, wd b.J a sptemati<r cou1se of disrespect adopted 
towa ... dt him by tbe Persian GQverumc11t, to quit the C<.>nrt of thll Shah, ~od to make a pubA 
lie dechuatioc of the ceti&atlon of aJl intert!oursu hE"tween the two Governments. The ce
ceasity uuder v;hkh Gre11t Brito.in is placed. ot regarding the present advance of the Persian 
Arms intoAff"gbanJ.stan ai;;nn net ofhostllitytowards- herself1 bas al110 been officially CGmmu-
11icat&d 10 thQ Sllah, under the eJipreaa order of lier MaJesl.J a Government.''-.Siml6' Proelu
matirm~ Oelf!lie?' l, J838. 

BllllAT, a principality on the border• of Persia, was one of the prt;1vince1 
of lhe Dooranncc E-mpire, as constituted under Nadhir Shah, and his two 

14. 1\'itb tho:se facts iu view-given as they are on admittedly unquestion
able authorities-how a.re we to regard sncb passa.gee as tlIB following ?-

" \Vhilst Captain Burnes was on his jourooy to Ca.bool, information 'vas re
~ived by tl1e Governor-Genera.I that tho troops ot Doot M."lhomcd had 1nade 
a sudden and unprovok6d attack on those of our ancient a.ll!J Rllnjeet Singh J ! ?"' 
-Sitr'la Proclamation, para. 4. 

" lt was naturally apprehended that his HighAess would not be slow to 
aveoge this aggression; and it ·was to be fearW, that the flames of \var beivg 
<>nee kindled h1 tbe very regions into which we were endeavourinR to extend 
our commerce, the peaooful and l>eneficia.l purpo..~s of t.hc llritish Uovernmcnt 
would be altogether frustrated."-Ib'id. Runjeet Singh, tl-om the time he took 
Moultan and Attock, and in.Yaded Cashmere and Pesb.r.wur, had, tor ten years, 
kept the tlames of wa.r blazing along the lndus, and we never interposed t lt 
was hinl. who fed them no\V1 'Vll(lO ·w·o bla.med Dost Mabotned ! Capt. Burnes 
mentions that we hn.d no objection to his seizing on Jellalabad in Juoe 1838, 
or doiog lvha.t he liked with !Jost :}Iahomed; so tba.t we had no dislike to the 
fla.mes of \Tar iu the abstl'n.ct,-it depended en~irely on tl1e party who kindled 
them whether we should fan or quencl1 tbem. Dost Mahomed'.s preparat.ion.s 
were iuceltSa.ntly comrn-cnt.cJ. on by the newspapers from March onwards.. 
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successors, Ahmed and Timor, whose joint reigns occupied the greater 
portion of last century. It was ruled over, under the crown, by one of the 
principal chiefs or princes of the empire. Its revenue amounts to about 
.£90,000 i the population of the city to about 50,000 souls. 'Vben the 
Suddozyes weTe driven into exile, Shah Mahomed 1 the lineal heir and elder 
brother of the late Shah Soojah, was, ju 1818, expelled from power; be 
found refuge in Herat., and was permitted by tl1e Barukzyes to retain a hold 
on the principality after the authority of the other members or his famiJy had 
beaome extinguished throughout the rest of the Doorannee empire. He died 
in 1829, and was succeeded by the present ruler, Kamra.n Shah, nephew 
of f:s}Ur late royal protege, and, aa descending from lhe.elder branch, rigblflll 
representative of the Suddozye liDe. This princP, who seems a man of in .. 
tellecl withQut principle,. bu lived without a frieod, and bas often suffered 
from the treachery of those he trusted; a.nd, baving been driven to a corner 
of his dominions by rebel enemies, he has thought it expedient to :fiH his 
coffers by any roeans that could be resotted to, in order, perhaps.1 to be pre• 
pared for .still greater reverses. {l) For ten or fifteen years be b11.s ap
parently resigned the cares of government to the hands: of his Vizier, YaT 
!rla.homed, a. man still mo:oe unprinc::iplcd and detested than his sovereign.. 
'Vilb this short personal notice, attentlun must be turned to the affairs of 
Persia, wlrich will speedily bring back our narrative to the more immediate 
consideration of the concerns of Herat. 

In Oet. 1834, lhe death of Futt1 Ali Shah raised his grandPon and adopted 
J1eir,. Prince i\.J abomed 1'1eerz.a1 by the title of Mahom~d Shah, to the throne 
the late sovereign had bequeathed to him. Fearing that the reoollcctioo of 
his father's successes in the field mlght tempt lhe youthful sovereign to eu
deavoar to signalize the commencement of his reign by extended schemes of 
conquest to the eastward, Lord Paln1erston1 io July 183.5 (letter dated 2-Jud) 
instructed our ambassador at Teheran that the Persian Go\•ernn1ent should be 
1pecially warned against all"'wiog them.selves to be pushed ou t~ make war 
-with the Affgharno. {2) ·rhe course apprehended was the very one which 
the King had resolved to pursue. (3) -t~ It is uns1tisfactory to know," 
wrHes 1\lr Ellice in November 18351 (4) 0 that the Shah has, very ex.
tended schemes of conquest in tbe directiitn of Atfgh.anistan; and, in com .. 
mon with all his subjects, conceives that he: hae the right Qf sovereignty 
over Herat and Candahar. Ile p.roposed various expeditions £or apriog 
1836-one against Herat-one against Caodahar-and another against 

1. Conolly, vol. ii., p. 416. 
2. Lord Palmerrston'B Letter, 2211dJuly 1835. Pa.rl!nmentary Papers 1839, 

No. JO. 
3. I\:Ir Elliee to Lord Palm.crston, November 13~ Decc1nber 24, and Decem

ber 30. Par1iamentary Papers with Supplement. 
4. Ill emo. to Lord }Jalmerston for U:1a5. 
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the Belon€!l1fos: (.5) the minister stated Lhat tl1e dominions of Persh1 ex
teode·I as f<ir as Ghuz:oic/' (6) '\Vhether the young king really thought 
of this at tlie time, or merely spuke of it in einpty bravado, does noj 
a1•vear. It 111li?hf !1nve been either, or partly both: h11t this is beyQnd 
disputt> 1 thJ..t whatt•\·er were bis purpn9es eaetwurd of Herat, it required 
not the 11isas1ro11s t':X.perieuce of a year i-pt'ot in preparation for the .ittack 

of 1be furtr~!i.S 10 no end 1 bot thutjl after a nine mouths' si.ege, )Je shoutd 
retir\t L.11tft,.d rr1-m its walls, to prove that he was uoable to carry them into 
effect, or 10 march an army a hundred miles beyond his own fruntier, cat .. 

eula.ted to alarm any one but the pE-asantry on the line of march. Jn Sep
tem1.er 18tl2. wh~n Captain A. Burnes visited the Pl;!rsi;n camp at lCoocha.n, 

be foun4.I the Pr·ince lto1 al Abllas l\It>erza, whose exploit11 afterwards fired 
11is $on whh martial ardour, at the vt>ry pinnacle of his trhunph. Yet his 
st1ctess was .as;("ribed by hhn entirely 10 •he Britisb offi"er!\ who had trained 
his Uonps: he had no n1oney to pay hi~ army, and admiUe1l that, without 
supplier, fr~>m U!', he despaired of !iUC1·e!'IS. (7) 

ln April U~36 11r Ell1ce informed Lord Palmtrston that the king bail 
re:-olved to march upon Herat to cha~tise I\amran Shah for a grosa: 
\11 ead1 of treaty, in l1aving failed to fulfil tbe agr~ement made with Abbas 
f\.let>rz.a for the re!.ltctJa·ion of (,hor1ao, a.11d of certain Persia.n fami.ies 

de•ai1wd by hhn from their narive country ; and the payment of £10,000 

aonuaUy to the Shah. llr El1ice eonsidertd that be. had a perfect right to 
obrain rPd1e.Rs on thest> points by torce of arms. (8) .l\:1r McNeil took. 

ex:.ctly 1he same view of rhe que .. ti"n, expressing himse)f in a.till Ntronger 
terms!-.. Puttirig aside 1he t!aims of Persia to the sovereignty of Herat,'' 
writes the AmbaEs:Jdor to Li,rd Palmerston 1 underdate24tb February 18~7; 
"·and, regarding the que.-tion as one be\1'll•eo I wo separate sovereigns, I am 

inl'lifl1 d 10 belit:>v~ that the Governm(>Dt of llera.t will be found to ha.ve 
been the agJ?resaor." From the death of Abbas 1\ileerz:.a., whec an agree .. 
P1"'Dt bad been c·onclurled for a sussieosion of hustilities between the pardea., 
and the line of boundary agreed upon, Persia had committed no act of hos .. 
tili1y agaiDst tbe Aff11ha11s (of Herat; 1 but at the death of the late Shah 
(Oetobet 1834) the Gov~rnment of Herat made a predatory ineursi(ln ibtO 

5. Parlia.m entary Papl•rs with Suppleme11t, l\fr Ellice in his ooto, Sth Ja· 
uuary 1836, ruatea 10 L<ird Palmerston u1at be Md explained to the Persian 
lUi11iStE'r thal th& SHAH bad ::i·a & MOST &B~OLIDT& D.IGHT 10 obtain redress from 
the Herat Priuce but that die Htitiah Gover111nent would rnuch rather prl fer 
negociation tha11 force of arrr:u~ :~the fri"'nds of Lor•I Auckland have, as yet, 
onllttccJ to explain on what grouuds this were called iu the Simla procla. 
ma1 ion-a. most unjn1<tiftablt:> and cruel aggre~sion. 

6. LettCJ' to J~ord Paline1st.on1 1ecehred 28d1 February, 1839. Parliameu .. 
tary Pa~rs 1839. 

7 .. Ibid, December 24; received April 7. 
8. Ibid, December 30; received ibid. 
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the Persian territories,. in coneert with the Tu.rcomaos and HazaTehs. and 
captured the aubjects or Persia (to the e:rtent of 11,000) for tbe p?!tpose of 
selling them as slaves." At the very time the Sl1ah was making- preparations 
fer an advaneti on H"'rat, with ulterior view.a on Candahar and Ghuzuie if any 
faitl1 could l1ava been placed on the vapouring threats of his minlsterst a source 
of alarm of a precisely opposit.e descripdon, and from a different quarter, ap· 
pears to bave burst on !.-lr Ell ice. In !\·larch 1836, an amba~udor arrived from 
the most important of the destined victims of the purposed invasion of the 
coeotries to the cast1-the Candahar Sirdars themi:elves-proposiug rhat 
an alliance, ofi'Pnsive and clefe•1sivE>~ should be ente-red iuto betwixt. them,. for 
the purpose of attacking Kamran Sha~, betwixt whom, as lhe representa
tive of the SuddozJe dynuty,. and the Barukzye chiefsf there was a blood
feud. The chiefs required an acknowle-dgment of their independent adminil!I .. 
tration in the internal arrangements uf the country, and sub1nitted them· 
selves to Per$i& in their roreign relations only. (9) The 1erms of the pro• 
pos~d al1iance were immediately grabted them. lt WM probably these SllC• 

cessive threats of the Sl1ah of advaucin2' on Ghu.inie,. baseless as they might 
)1ave been considered,. which induced Dol't Mabomed at the same time to 
aend an a.n1bassador with O'fertures. of alliance. These were to 1he effccl, 
tba& the CahooL Am.eer would assist in artacking Herar. taking venge.ince 
on the enemy of his house, on condition that the King of Pt raia should aid 
him against the Seikh5, wh11, taking advantage of the embarraum ... ncs the 
Shah Soojah had in 183l. oecasioned him, were now stripping lhe Doorauuee 
-empire of the whoie of ite fur1nt1r dependencies west of the lndos. 1'he pro
position wa1 a most natural one: a power threatening to unt!ermine or over
throw him was about to be eonverled into ao ally,-Petsia, Candaha.r. and 
Cabool were jointly to attack first Herat, and then P~shCLwur, the jioint 
powers severally benefiting by the result. It was &earcE'ly tu be expected 
that the Ameer was to regard England with much affection, wbeu he knew 
tbat we prott-cted, and were in closest aHiaoce with, his mott hated eot>my
the Lion of Lahnre1 and that we supplied lbe Sh<ib Soojah, his competitor 
for the crown, with a safe hiding-place whellee to ::in.Uy out an I atcaeil. him1 

under cover of our wing, when he thought fit.. u Pressed on one hand by 
the Seikha," says l\lr (now Sir John) !\1 1 Nei11 (IO) "and1 oo the other, 

9: Bokhata TTavels, 12mo edition, vol. Hi. p. 79-Burnests Address-'r I 
dld tell him (on his applica1iou ror n1oney) as l have ~ver felt, that I considered 
t})e payment of money to such a r.a.binet derogatory to the n11.nae a.nd honour 
of Britain; since it ba.s tended more to lower our estimation in .Asia. than 
our most noble deeds ha.ve done in India to r;iiseit,''-asentiment whichshottld 
be written on the girdle of every Briti&h ambassador at th.,- Court of Pel"f:lia.. 

10. So writes Mr EIUee on the 11-t April )836 ion the IOth we find him 011(le 
more stating, that His \Jajesty had been eaooura.ged aud pr~mi~d pecuniary as .. 
aiatance from the Russia.bs, who well k11ew tba.t the oonquest of Herat and t.;an .. 
dahar by the Persians ie in .faet an .a.dva.nce for them to\vards India., if not 
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rearing that somo member of the Suddozye family may iacite the Dooran .. 
nees against him, he ba:d for some time been seeking to strengthen himsel[ 
b1 a foreign connection.u The Ameer had forwarded letters almost simult&· 
JJoously to the Emperor of Rwsia, the Shah of Perai<ti- and the newly ap
pointedGovernor-General of India-all sent ambassadors in return, and none 
at first wrote more cordially than Lord Auckland in reply. The anxiety of 
t11e Russian }linhter fot the chastisement of' these man-stea.Iers, was most 
satisfactorily explained by the extent to whjcb they kidnapped the subjects of 
hi.s country. It was not wonderful that parties having a. common object of 
such importance in view, should have been draw11 S(ln:tewhat closely t<iwa.rds 
each other-the marvel was, that> eonsidering the causes, they were no~ 
more so. 'Ve ha.v~ however, in thcae observations, permitted ourselves to 
wander from the subject of the eastward march of the Per3ian army, to 
wbich attention must now be directed. 

The summer and a.ucumn of 1836 were occupied in preparing an expedi
tion meant to be of overwhelming magoitude,-but f!O unskilfully had ar
raogements been madet that, on the approach of winter, the head.quarters 
of the army) with a.II their supplics1 were still 600 miles to the westward of 
the declared point of operation. Alarmed at these thiogs1 ]{amran Shah 
now of himself pruffered terms of treaty; he o.ckn(lwleJged his previous 
man .. stealiog practices, but pledged himself to abstain fr&m this 
and every iother species of aggression, if the Shah would bind him ... 
self to abat1doa the present advance. This he deelined to do, and accord
ingly in July 1837 an army of 40~000 men~ with 70 pieces of artillery, 
was on its m~i.rcb from Teh•ran to Herat. The ntter worthlessness of any 
professions of submission on the part of Kamran Shah bad, before this, 
become apparent. The British ambass&dors had laboured incessantly to 
bring about an amicable arrangement, and ha.d io part succeeded -: when, on 
a check wbich bad lM!en sustained by the .Persian army, the Herat ruler 
seut a message full of contumely and insult.. On receipt nf this, th~ coun
cillors of Persia determined that a force should, next seuon, be marched 
to chastise tile faithless and unprincipled l.!hief. The fear of the approach 
of tbis, occasioned a second overture for negociatiau. ( 11) New light on all 
these matters appears aboat this time to have beamed from Downiog Street oa 
tl1e Government of India: and a communication £roi:n the Governor-General 
entirelv altered the opinions of Sir John lI'Neil~ He now considered the war 
eminently unjust, and urged [he utmost remonstranees against it. The Per• 

for the p,urpOIKl of actual invasion, c:Cl'tainly for that of intrigu.e and disorga.ni· 
zation.' ! ! I 'fhis within ten days of th·e tlme wheQ be had given an account 
of a. treaty, offensive and defensive, ha.ving been concluded bet.wixt Persia. and 
Ca.nda.ha.r ! ·r1~e namo of Russia. seenis to turn the wits of British statesroeu f 

11. Letter to l\lr Macnaghtcn, 22d Januory, 1837. 
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sian route la.y wholly through their own country> yet they were unable to reac11 
Iferat before the end 0£ Novembi!rt-the sole obstructions arising from an 
e-mptytreasuryaud defectitte commissariat, and an undisciplined and disorderly 
~rmy, which frequently threatened to melt utterly away befQre tbey had se-en 
the enemy ; an excellent illnstrat1on of the futility of our fears of the 
danger of aggression on A.tfghanistan from the troops of modern Poriia. 
The ~iege lasted nine months, the P4'rsia.n army h3.ving retired from before 
it on the 30th of September. An expedition from Bombay, whieh had 
landed at Karrack, in the Persia.a Golt; in the toiddle of June, ahowei.l 
theru how co1opletely Persia w.a.s within our grasp; that 1ve could dlsem· 
bark any force we pleased at Busblre within a fortnight of ita quilting Bom .. 
bay, and possess ourselves of the chief towns of the empire befoNll tbe people 
at large could be made aware that hWitilitjea were int.ended. This, to
gether with the urgency of our remonstrances, were assigned by tlie Shah 
as the reasons fr>r his retreat. Yet it must be kept in mind that bis at
tempts agaiast Ilerat had tbrougbont pro•ed failures ; that b.e in one un .. 
Bt1ccessful assault lost 1800 men: that his casualties had exceeded 3000. 
He waF) in September 1838, a.s remote from his object as in Nov. 1837. 
His army was .short of provislons, and witbout cl&thing or pay ; and rather 
than have continued before the (ortrf'SA which had so repeatedly defeated 
t.hem, for another winter, would, in ·all likelihood, have dispersed of them
selves in spile of all remonstrances. It may here be remarked as one of 
numerous illustrations of the erooked and hollow policy in wbich we bad 
now engaged ourselves, that though the occupation of Karrack was an able 
and most efrective military moveruent1 both this and the preparations 
again.st Alfghanistan, in consideration of any movement Persia might have 
in view. were specific viola.tions of treaty. It had, in 1814, been expressly 
stipulated by us., that if war should be declared between the Aifghans and 
Persians, the English Government should not interfere with eilher party 
unless their mediation to elfeet a peace should be sulicited by both par· 
ties; (12) and in a. despateh from Lord Palmerston to Sir J. l\l'NeU, 
dated 2d June l836t the &bligatiGn to neutrality was emphatically recog· 
nised. Yet \Ve took JIO&sessiou of Karrack1 an island belonging &o Persia 
in the eentre of the Shah's dominion~, which placed the wl~ole sea coast of 
the country at our command. and we prepared to attack Affgbanistan on 
suspicion of her desire to a.Hy her.self with Persia, oT to resist her aggresllioos, 
tile alternative apprehended by Govern1nent not being apparent I The intima
tion or the fail of Hcrat, one of the alleged eauses of our invasion, reached the 
Government before a siugle regiment. had marched; W"hile Runjeet Siagb, 

12. Treaty of 181 fJ article ix. 'l'hc previous a.rtie:J.e hind11 Persia to as1si~r. us 
wiLh troops in case the Aff'gb.ans should be at war with the British nation.-
Parlia.mentary Papers, 18i9. 
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whose personal animosity, another cause of our movements, was on his dealh
bed, aud Dost !\Iahomed b.a.d coosentcd to postpone his claim to Pes11a.wur, 
and to keep all Russian and Persian embassies out of his territories would 
we only aflor·d him temporary protection. Every one of the pretexts of 
quarrel had thus vanished before conflict began! '\Ve ha.<l still the bugbear 
Russi& before us as a pretended source of apprchensioo, let. surely little 
weight, in reality, was attached to this, however inoch miglit have been 
pretended, when the Cabinet waited till RU$sia had offered an explanation or 
her conduct-declared to be frank, gratifying, and satisf'actory-before either 
remonstran.eeso-1• in6)ulr.ies were thought of [ '\Vhat deffuitc ptoject we imagined 
the Court of St Petersburgh to have had jn view, has never been explained 
by any one. A foreign writer had the sagactty to pDint out, that should all 
tlie powers of the empire, with all tbe material the best .appointed army eou ld 
desire, reach the western borders of Belooehistan in safety., that a descent 
by us on Bushire would place us in p-osse5sion of all their co1n1nunications, 
compel Persia at her peril to .act aga.iu~t then1t aod place the rea.r of their 
armies, and the line of their advance and relief, comj>letelj- at our mercy. 
The descent on Katrack gives practical proof of the soundness of Count 
Bjornstjerna.~s speculations. (t3) 'rhe unlfor1n testimony of' traveller~ hatl 
speculatively shvwn that which the expedition to I\.hiva practically demon .. 
strated-tl1at,for Russia to send an army as far as the eastern border of Persia., 
'lvas impossible. Out own e:i:perience i& now sufficient to couvioce the most 
sceptical that were they there, the mountain tribes would cut off' their 
supplies, destroy their cattle, and appropriate their baggage. before they 
reached the Iadus, without our intervention. 'Ve coulJ., aoy day, cut an 
expedition from the westward to pieces, by I.anding a force at Busliire, 
where the coast eouotry, with our ileet a11d supplies, would furnish a. 
base of opera.Lions from whicl1 Europe and Asia together could not drive 11s. 

A Rus.sia.n. ar1ny would take twiee the time to march fro1n her f11rthest to 
our nearest frontier that the armies of England would occupy in being 
traos:ported ftom the banks of the Thames to those of the Indus. tVe take 
no account of how· our fiocts milht meanwhile be employing the1nselvcs in 
the Baltic or lilack Sea, 

The manner in which l(amra.n Shah has manifested his gratitude to
wards us since 1837, might furnisl1 a salutary lesson as to tbe nature of 
these treaties of amity i how hopeless it is to attempt to establish ao a1Haaee 
betwixt barbarous and civilized nations, which can be made agreea.hle or 
advantageous to either-and l1ow worse than wasteful to fling a. na.• 
tioo's wealth away on wretched chiefs who can never be sa.tisfied or enrichetl 
-who cast us off the moment we stop our subsidies~-w3ose gratitude C1'· 

13. 'rhe Brilish Empire ia the E;ts:t, by Count Bjornstjerna.-l'ranslated by 
H. Evans Lloyd, 1840, J. J.\Iurr:\y. l vol. 8vo. 
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tends not beyond the hour of their receiving our gifts into their treasury,
and who employ the bounty we be.stow on them for t.ho ba.:Seit and wo_r.st 
of purposes, It has beJn seen how incessantly !\Jessrs EHice and 
.McNeil laba.ured to dissuade the King of Persia from advancing on Herat, 
and how anxious they were to prornote negociatioo. 'Vhea this failed, and 
all army of 40,000 tnen appeared under its wa.lL~, flerat w:1s first defended 
by the prowess of ao Eogli.sh officer, and then relieved by the descent of an 
English force oo the shores of l{a.rraek. Theil: requital was1 that, within 
two months or" the Persian retreat, A.fajor TodJ and Lieutenant Pottinger 
were ordered to quit. (14) The followiag year another deputation. Wall seut 
ftom the army then at Canda.har Oil its way to Ca.bool. 'l'Liey remained 
for nearly t\TO years') aatl spent £300,000 in bribe;., aod in endea
vouring to repair the fortres~. Tbe 1nomcnt. they began to shorten their 
expenditure they were dismissed with coot11mely. 'l'h.e Jlritish !\-linisters 
bad laboured incessantly to obtain from Persia. the eession of Ghoria.n, and 
its annexation to Herat, with a view of e.stablishing it u all independent 
prineedo1n. They had no sooner succeeded in this, tbao the object of our 
solicitude being now no longer in our pay, made his submission to the Shah 
spontaneously, and restored to him, under certain conditions as to wllich 
we never were consulted, the very poss~seion we had ju.st before procu.recl 
for him I 'fhe£e thiags a.ll stand on offi.cial record; the oldest of tbem 
l1ave oecurretl since the year l836 : yet we go on wasting millions annually 
on embassj.es at the courts of wretche:; '\vho only hold to us while we bribe 
them; when we could pY.rchase them for any service they could perform. 
for one· tenth of the sum we pay them annually..; and for whose hostility, 
aided by all the assistanee all the nations of Europe eoutcl eonfcniently 
supply, we need not give ourselves the slightest disturbance! 

RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA. 

So much for the Persian branch of the Russ-o-Pel'sian question a.part from 
the affairs of Caboul,-a part of whk~h will shortly be conaiJered under the 

head treating of the la.st·mcntioned subject· In Septe1nber 1834 eo cOr
dialJy wi:re Lurd Pal1ners:ton and Count Nessel rode at one on Per::iia.n 
affairs, that. the English minister directed the auibassadot' at St Petersburgh 
to intimate the gratitlcation e.x:pcrieneed by Iiis J.\.iajesty's Government that 
the Governments of Great Bt"itain and U.ussia were acting in the same spi· 
rit, and were equally anitnated by a sincere de~ire to u).aintain not only the 
internal tranqniHity, bu.t also the independence and integrity, of Persia. (l) 

14 Despatch of Sir J\.. Barnes to Mr Tonenl!l. dated Shikar~re, Oct. 31. 
1. Lord Palweraton to .Mr Bligh, 5th Sept@mber, 1834 ........ Po.rlia.'llentury 

Paperis, lss.l. 
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The Jetter (dateJ 5th Sept.) in which these expressions of amity and 
good .. will are contained, bad been crossed by one from Count Nesselrode 
(Aug. 22) couched In tel'ms still more satisfactory-the Russian minister 
staling "·that the Court of St. Petersburgll cootinued to think that a con• 
formity of language and eondttct on the part of the representatives of 
Russia and Great Britain would, of all poUtieal co.mbinations, be the one 
1Vhicl1 would most effectually contribute to maintain tranquillity in Persia, 
and to prepare tbe country for a new reign without exposing the empire 
to the disorders inseparable from any contested successiOn!' (2) ln 
1834, the Shah of Persia, Futteh Ali, diedt and was succeeded by his 
grandson, as already explained: the same harmonious feeliug& wbicl1 up 
to this time had existed betwixt the Courts of London and St Peters~ 

burgh appear to have continued without any Interruption. lo December1 

!\.fr .Bligh writes l .. ord Pa.lmerston-" l have just seen CouDt Nesselrode, 
who has given me some details respect.iog the death of the Shah of Persia. 
Count N.esselrode seems to anticipate that Persia will inevitably become the 
scene of civil commotion, and expresses his satisfaction that1 o.odet such 
circumstances, the Dritish and Russian Governments should have come to a 
good understanding about this matter." (S) Upon this hint our foreign 
minister writes to the ambassador at Teharan, warning the Per.sla.n Go
vernment against aggressive •ar. (4} It does not appear whether ~lr 
EUice had been du.ly kept informed in reference to the friendly terms of the 
correspondence betwixt Lord Pahnerston and Couot Ncsse!rode on Persian 
atfairs-it is to be presumed he was: but a very different train of feelings 
had obtalned hold of his mind in regard to the views of Connt Simonich, 
his brother ambassador at Teheran. In J aaua.ry 1836 he write$ ii thoit the 
Shah had determined on attacking Herat; alld tha.t \1is succcS! wa.s 
aoxiously looked for by Russia, whose minister did n-0t fail to press its exe
cution:t (5) 4

' The motive," eoatinues the ambassador, u. cannot ho 
mistaken : Herat once annexed to Persia, may become, according to the 

2. Ibid, Nov. 8. 
3. l\ir Bligl\'.s note dated St Petersburgh, December l>, 1884-received 5th 

January~ 1835.-lbid. 
4. Ibid-Lord Palmcr:ston~s note to Mr Ellicc, July 25, 1835, ref~rred to 

under Herat affairs. 
5. The Parliamentary Papers, from which. thQ whole of the aboV'e facts a.re 

derived, a.re marked as extracts. .After tho mutilation of the Cabool pa.pers, so 
justly characterised by Bu1·nes as ''sheer trickery"-we knew not well what to 
make of them ; they form of course what ministers mean to be set up as a jus
tification of their measures. They are t'uH of confusion, 'vhich might probably 
vanish had we the docu1uents complete. In speaking of Jierat affair~ Mr 
Elli<!e constantly refers to the Pcraian claims ou Ghuznie; yet the-re seems to 
bave been no intention of a.dva.neing event& Can.dahar, as there wero no preM 
purations attempted1 or capable of being made, tor doiug ao. It is possible 
that tl1e entire documents wonld show th.a.t there were two different expediM 
tions in view, a.nd tha,t CoUll.t Simonich wa.s fa.vourable to that on Ucra.t only. 
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Commercial Tteaty, the residence of a consular agent; who may from 
thence push his researches and cornmunicatloos, avo\fed and secret, through· 
out Affghanistan." u 'fhe extension of the Persian monarchy in the direc· 
titln of Affghanistao, will at once bring Russian in:Buence to the very 
th~sho1d of our empire: and as Persia will not, or dare not, place herself 
in a conditioo of elose alliance with Great Ilrita.io, our policy must be to 
coosider her no ionger an outwork for the defence of India, but ~s tbe first 
parallel from whence the attack may be commenced ot threatened.'' This 
metaphor of Mr EIUce seem! at -0uce to ha•e been accepted as a substa.n• 
tlal and tnngible fact : and from the hour this view of it began to be taken, 
the Board of Control seemed to thh1k of nothing but a battery of Rus
sian eanuon playiag on the walls of Delhi-1500 miles off! What 
there We>uld have been either objectionable or inconvenient in the establish
ment of a Russian commercial agent oo the frontiers of Per.11ia-seoiag 
that Russia carried on an extenaive trade with these countrie~, a.nd was the 
only European power which did so. is not explained to us ;-nor does 
it appear what damage India con[d have suS,tained. from any researches or 
commuuications, either secret or open, which he could have conducted. 
But th1s was the 1,olftieal maoia of tbe Foraign Office fo::- the time; 
and ;iny one demanding an explanation of the words "'Russian in
fi11ence," or daring to doubt the poteney and maligaa.ncy of its effects 
on his country, must have run the risk of having his saA.ity, &in
cerity, or patriotism ca1led in question. This fantasy aifected the sottnd 
understanding of Sir Alexander Burnes i and in all his commuoications
Qlear and sagacious as they are ju every other respect, and lull of Btatesman
like policy and prudence-whenever the visions of Rus.sla.n intriguet and 
Persian influence come aeross him, he becomes visionary, and all but uniu .. 
telligiblc. From this time fonvard, we find that every look and word of 
Count Simonich is tortured inlo aomething threatening evil to the common 
weal, aod portending mischief to India.! The shake of Lord Ilurleigh's 
bead conveyed not half so many meanlogi, when nodded most strongly, 
accordi.og to the directions of l\lr Puff, as did the most meaningless civil 
speech of the Russian ambassadcr, interpreted by the lights of Mr EUice 
and l\.Ir McNeil! Yet Count Nesselrode assures LorJ Palwerston that, if 
the Rust.Ian eovoy comported himself a3 described by the members of the 
British olission, lie was acting in direct. contradietion of his instructions : 
and that so late as the 4th .May 1831, he had received the most positive 
order~ u. to employ all bis credit with the Shah [of Persia) to dispose him. 
to a formil accommodation with Herat.'' (6) Count Simonich"& own. 

6. Count Nesselrode'a reply to Lord Palmcrston, lst Nov. 1838-ParJia .. 
mcutnry Pa.pers. 
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letters to his government give evidea:ce that these iostr11ctioos were ruot11t 

l1eedfully attenderl to. On the 2$th of l\la.y-before receiving th.e des· 
patch of the 4th of the same month just noticed-he writes to his own 
Cabioet, ''I have made the mo~t pressing representations, in order to 
induce his majesty [of PersiaJ to content himself with the vol11ntary sub· 
mission of the Prince of Ilera.t, and uot undertake that expedition at leait 
before placiag the affairs of his country in order.'' (7) 'fhe Emporor of 
Russia called back the battalion in the Persian serviee, formed of Russian 
deserters., at the very thne \'lllen he knew that thi11 was the principal force 
in Hie Persian a.rrnyt then before the walls or Herat. (8) Instead of ac
companying the arrny with the view of urging on hostilities, Count 
Shnonich attended the movements of the Shah with the same peaceful 
intent as Mr AfcNeil: and he did this by special permission, askc,J for 
and obtained} fro1n the Court of St. Petershurg-h. On his arrival in camp, 
in the end of April, a fortnight after lUl' MeNeiJ 1 and in the seventh 
~noath of the siege, when danger to Herat \Vas oonsidered ncarJy ovef', 
the Ainba.ssador, witnessing the distresa from which the Persian army was 
sutl'ering, did not thiok that be ought to tefuse his assistance to the Shah 
when tbe s.overeign earnestly entreated him to exa.mine the works of the 
1;iege. (9) Any English officet placed in similar circumstance:-, would 
unquestionably have acted in the same llla.nne-r, in order to render a. friend?y 
sovereign the assistance he might l1ave applied for in so critical a situatiou. 
Count Nesselrode further declared, that if the King of Persia had sue .. 
cceded, by the capture of llerat, ,in getting victoriously out of the danger. 
ous situatioo in w}1ich he bad placed biinself, it was the determina
tion of his cabinet to have ref11sed sanctioning t11e extension of Persian 
power in that direction; and to have negociated tho cession of the city 
and territories to l{.ohuo Dil Khan, chief of Canda.har, on au arrangement 
having expressly for its basis the very thing we pretended most to dcaire
a format obligation belng imposed on I 1ersia in no other way to assail the 
integrity of the country of which the Sirdars were in posseSEiont or the 
tranquillity of the tribos ofwhi::~h they were the chiefs. (10) The explana
tion in reference to the appearance of Captain Vico-qieb at Cabool was still 

7. Count Simonich to H. E. Count :Nesselrodc, 28th hiay 1837-Ibid.. This 
was foY,va:rded to Lord Palmerston 15, a.nd received July 24, 1"37. 

8. Count Nesselrode's note tfl Lord Pahnerston1 Nov. 1838, ut eupra, 
9. '\Vo ha.\'e taken the above uearly vcrl>atitn from Couut Nesselrode's 

note ;-a. iine, bold, persoicuous dooument,-as given in tho Parlia.mentary 
Fapers selected for publicition by the f'oreigt1 Office. 

10. Count Nessell'ode'a note to J,ord Palmerston, October 20, 1838.-'Ve 
have, throughout, iu a great 1nea.sure copied the note verbatim. Also note of 
same, l\·Ia.reh 5, 1839.-1\Ir Loe-eh sent a. copy bf the treaty to Mr M'~ell iu 
~lareb 1837. 
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more minute and satisfactory: he was sent there from IIera.t by Count 
Simonich, in eonseq1lence of the arrival of an agent from Dost l\lahome1l 
J{han, or rather, .~s it will by and bye be seen, from J\liria. Sami Khan 
hi.s miniliter, who had taken it upon himself to addre~s the Emperor of 
Russia in name of his nia.ster. (11) The ohjecti of his mission were 
purely conunercial; in order to ascertain the advantages, and degree of 
security Russian merehants might expect in entering on eominercial specn· 
latioos with Cabool. (12) .Surely we were the last parties in the worltl 
who h&d a right to find fault whh such a measure as this:,-our owa coue
tryma.n Burnes, haviogi six years before, approached the very gates ot 
Orenberg on a siruilar expedition. On one point the Russian ambassador 
exceeded bii instrtlctions when before 1Ierat, and he frankly confessed itt 
ns did his cabinet before being called upon to do so: he not only lent bis 
aid io negociating a treaty betwi:rt the l(in5 of PdrSia and the Sir.Jar of 
Ca.odabar, with 01 view to the cession of Herat to the latter, '~ securiog 
thereby the tranquillity of the east~rn frontiers of Persia, by putting an eo d 
to the acts of plunder by whicl1 they were ince:ssautly disturbed,'; (l3J 
but he gave the guarraotee of Russia for Uie maintenance and 
fulfilmeot of the agree1nent. The determination of the Emperor bad 
ever been not to maiotaio with Affghanistan any other than purely 
commercial relations : he wouli.l take no part in the eivil wars of the 
Chiefs1 nor in the fa1nily feuds, which had no claim on his attention. 
Count Simooich 's guarantee w;r.s therefofc at oa.ce disallowed, &nd ho hho.· 
self recaHed .. Not only so, but Genel"a.l Dnhamel, hy w horn he was suc
ceeded, so soon as he discovered that the olljects of Capt. Vicovich's missiou 
had lleeo misconstrued by U:9 or by him~eH~ or by both, without waiting for 
fresh directions from St. Petersburgb, anJ in conformity alone with the 
spirit of his original instructions, immediately on his arrival at 'I'ehcran 
ord~red the agent to return. 'Vith these assurances, given with the utmost 

l 1. l\iasson, vol. iii, p. 465. Masson doubts it Vicovichreally 'vas accredited 
by t11e Itussin.n minister at all j or whether be 'vas not ad.opted after the s:e11. 
aation lvhich l\is appearance at Ca.bool had made beca.mo kno\vn: he says
~' Coant Nessclrod~, in acknowledging the mission of Vicovich, may bo sup. 
posed to have adopt.ed his letters, o.lthough he does not expressly say so : I 
stillt however, believe it to have been a.fabrication while admitting the J:tussi.a.n 
n1inister's dexterity in relinqui!hlng projects: he never entertained.'' The ex. 
p1anation in Count Nea5clrode's note quoted in the text, is such that we cannot 
tbr a mo1nent concur in this view of the case. Sir J C. Hobhouse ea.Us him a. 
l'olish renegade (See Speech, June 23). He appears to have been murderc-d 
on his return from Cabool~ and no more inquiries niade a.~er hhn. It might 
ha.ve been enough to know this much, to feo! assured that Uwsia ha.d no inten
tion of attempting tho revolutiOD; of e.1npire11 when an agent such as this was 
resorted to. 

12', Count Nc::1selrode, ut 81Lpr..i. 
13. Ibid, March 5, 1839-verbaJim. 
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apparent frankDCIHl anJ candour ln t vro very abte and elaborate papers, of 
dates tst November IA38, and l\.farcll 5 1 18391 L!)rd Palmerston declared 
tier llajesty's goTcrnment to be entirely satis8ed (Dec. 20, 18:18)-con .. 
Tinced that Russia harbo11red no houile de!dgns against the interests of Great 
Britain in India ; and that the two powers would thereafter unhe in earnestly 
dissuadiug the King of Persia from nndertakiog aay similar expedition to 
that against IIerat. la reply to the second note (that of .5th ~lareh, 1839,) 
the declaration& of reeonci)iatioa were still more cordial)-axpressing the 
satisfaction which tha renewed assurance~ of friendship afforded II. f\.f.'s 
government,ia.nd the gratification f~lt especially by th:a inforination. tl1at the 
first act of Gener.al Duhamel on arriving at Tehera.n was the recall of the 
commercial agent already referred. to. The same declaration on the pa.rt of our 
foreign minister 'vas afierwards emphatically repeated in Parliament. It is 
impossibl~ to peruse the oflicial papers, even as prepared fot publication
trieked out as a portion of thern has since been proved to have beeo, to 
bolster up th~ poHcy of Lord Auekland-withoul coming to tb& conclusion, 
that a more baseless vision than that of hostile design on the part of Russia, 
conjured up by I\.fr. Elliet>, a.ad uobappily beliered in by Lurd Pa.linerston, 
never misled the l'ulers of a country. If it be affirmed, as it has often 
been, that the declarations of Russia, however plausible antl specific in ap• 
pearance, are wholly uatrustwortby,-it must be replieJ, in th!J first plaee, 
tha.t 1:1. l\J}s miuistPr:s declared that they implici•ly confided in them: they 
may take the alternative of confessing, that in this they uttered a fa.lsehooJ. 
knowing it to be such; ot tba.t they then said what they believe I to be true, 
but vt"l1ieb ha.:i since been provi.?J to them to be the opp.)site. If so, ho,vever, 
we are entitled to de1nautl whlt new light has been t hrowa on the intentions 
of Uussia in reganl to the affairs of Central Asia, since !\larch 1~39? If 
the affirmations Qf the Cotlrtof St. Petersbnrgll are at any time to be reeei.ved. 
with less confidence than thi>se of other kingdoms, it wi!l require to be 
shewn on what grounJs P \Vben, and how, it has deceived its allie1? 
If it be establishet.l that its ass:ertioni are untrustworthy, then it is 
a mockery ta Teeei ve, or respond. to thetn; or to maintain towarlls 
.a country, thus affirmed to be self·o11tlawed from th~ society or privileges of 
civilized nations, the demeanour required where ordinary priociplc:J of poli
tical morality ate adh.ered to: those who neglect or violate the laws of the 
European commonwealth have no right. to require that these be observed 
towards them. \Vith matters as they now appear berore us, the aecusatioos 
of dulllidty and dislionesty broJght against Count Nessel rode a.nd hil
colleac:rues in refereoce to their conduct towar<l!i Persia. and Affghanist110, 
must be lo~ked on ai:; base and malignant slanders. Lord Palmcrston asks, 
with a. confideDt a.ir ()( triUIDJth, whether tbe iDlentiODS and the policy of 
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Russia were to be deduced from tlus declarations of Count NessE>lrode, or 
lrom the ar?ts of Count Sirnooieh and Lieut. Vicovicb P {14-) The reply to 
this is simple-that tbe act;s referred to a.re no where to be found but in 
the fancies of ~he member& of the Persian and Cabool missious;-the 
grounds of suspieion set fortli by Mr Eillce aitd l'Ir ~faNeil, as published 
in the Parliamentary Papers1 would not have been admitted as cireumstaa.· 
tial evideace to convict an Eaglish poacher! Captain Bnrnes gives us l1is 
suspicions ouly ~ we are wholly in the dark as to the grounds on whfoh 
they were founded, The explanatio:u of Count Na:S!.elro'1e were de
clared to be so entirely satisractory, that the accusations agai11st Russia 
were thereby de .facto admitted to have fallen to the grotlnd. Under these 
circumstances, tbe following passage from the Speech of Sir John Hob·· 
house, delivered in Parliament on the 23J of Jnne lS!-2, in opposition ta 
the motion of A'lr. Baillie for the prod11ction of the papers on which the 

justification of the Afl'Jhan \Var was grounded, is worthy of quotation:-
" I am sorry to say (obser'fes t.be lion. Bart.) that that advice came from the Jius .. 

1ian MinistPr at the Court or Persi1. It came from the representative or th:11t most 
powerrul state, who had bithl<lrto act~d in the most friendly way with the Bri1ish 1\.:Uois
ter, but wbo gave ad..,lee to the Schah tots.Uy contrary~ the advice \hat was tender~d 
by the Briti.:Jh ~1ini:ster 1 and carrit!!d hls ad.,ice afterwards into efft'ct by ll1e interven
tion whieb I must more parlicularly allude to ht!reafter-31n intervention 011 the part 
of the r~pre:i.eQtative of the Cabi!let of St. Peter&burght \Vhich wa' ~otally iD1eomJ>Q-
1.lble -I 11;a1 w-aa totaBy incompatible with die Yery safety ot India. Count Simo
nfoh advis~d the advance upon ll.t!rat. Ho-n. Gentlemen are now so familiar with 
the importance of that city and lltate, from hs position in Centt'al Asia~ chat it is 
unnectiss.ary for me to dweH ujion it. '.ruis, howl!ver, [must state, that the best 
autl1oritil'S had laid it doi:vu as an indispatal>le fact., that that city and its iiIJlQediate 
diepe11denei.es are the most imporu.nt of all tl1e cities awl ~\11tes of Ct!1Hrai Aaia1 

and that the master of l{!!rht is in a position, both with nd~t~nce to Persia and to. 

the Affgban &tates, to bold the balanee1 ir he hae anJ cons.idtiJable power, between 
tbe parti!!s who migb1 eonttond ror empire much f11rtbt!r and with much. greater 
proiimity to India. But Count Sii:nonich did JJot confine hi11uelf to giving adviee. 
At the v~ry time that.the English ltiinhLeri in eansequence of instruct.ion& from. 
Lord PalmPrston, re1irecl1 after frui1l .. 1u1 endeB.,ours co prevllil upon the Sehab to 
relinqtti•h his pretensions, Cetunt Sirnetnieh remained in tbe nelgbhourhood, and 
actually. it might be laid, stlperii1tendtid the siege, and an officer of distinction, 

who had been in the Ru,sian iief'f'ice, assisted at the siege, and 1 think I recoll~t, 
was killed there. 

('But it did not atop tlu!:rP. The inte-r'fention of Rnnia did nnt stop with the 

14. Dratt or a note prt.·scnted to Connt Nt.">Ssdrode, dated Forei('l'n Office 
26th Octobet', 1838. The :-in1la. Proclama.:iuu was issued three 've~k.s befor; 
l..oTd l'~lruerston thought of enquiriug "·hethor Ru-s!Jia .bad given any rouse for 
our gowg to war wit.h lli.~t l.\J ahomed r lt turn'l:'d O\tt she had gi\l'cn none: 
ye~ we w.ent t'? war uotwithstanding, when thf:! last of our f'l"Ctenccs fr>r- s1> 
doing had ~m1ttedly failed us ! I 



26 

mere appearance of the R'1.ulan a1nbauadtlr at ~he siege of llera.t. Fonooth, a 
treaty was entt>red into-it wiU be found in the papers before tile 1Jou3e._by 
which, in the mo!lt summary way, the iawf.il sovereign of Herat (the real represen .. 
tative oftbe ancient dyna1ty) was to be dethroned, and hia dominions werl! given 
to one of the princes of Candahar, a brother of Dost l\'lahoined. By that trt1a1y an 
entirec:hange •as to oceurin the whole of~ha1. important part of Ce11tral Aoi;ia; 
aod who does the House of Commorn; think was the guarantt!e of that treaty ? No 
less a perlon than the R11ssian ambassador, and I hold a proof ot it in my hanJ. 
'\Vas the Governor.General of lB.dia, or the :'1-linister at home charged with the Jn .. 
dian department, or my qol.ile friend, the then Secretary of State for Foreign Af
fairs~ or the Cabinet at large, to permit such a state of things for a moment? 'Vas 
Lord Auckland to look on tamely when thi• tr&.1"1uc1ion w&.!. taklng place,. l tnight 

aay, at. the wery gates of India? Uut there w.u a p-ecson who ha~ gained an tin
happy notoriety by the publication of these papers1 deputed al.so-, I am &orr1 to 
aay, by tb~ Ulla!-i&n Ambassador-a renegade Pole he wi\5 a~ld to h~'fe been-a 

Captain Vico'fieh, whose exploits• no doubt, Hc>n~ Membl;!rs have reaJ uf in thia 
history. r.rhat inditidua) wa• deputed by Count Siinonicb to go-whilh1u ? 'l'o 

the ex-chiefofCabul-and be went thert!' accordingly. But not content~d whh 
that1 there wa$ to be another mi'S!li<tn, a sort of branch missio11 to the A:"Jt ere 
of Seinde1 and another to the Court of Lahore ; and w11.s Lord Auckland t• con
sider thoae things as nothing l.111t a tTumpery elfun made by the Scbah of Persia, 
whicb the ver7 &badow of the British bayonet fro01 beyond the Sut!edge would at 
once put d{l:W'R? Nol Lord Auckland eon~idered, with the Cabi11~t at. home, that 
lhe time was come for resistance. My noble friend (Lord P4l~rstoo} directed• 
remonstrance to be made to Count Neuelrode, and. an allS\Vt'r waa s:i'•en to it. 
The lion. Gentleman Raid, that 1ny noble Fdt:nd, in hi-s reply, consideTed the 
answe:r satiiofactory; \bat was not the word. l\ly Noble Friend said he considered 
the assurances weJ"e a:at.isfaeto<y, and so they Wt!re, fGr they wert oarried into 
ieffeet. For wbat occurred? Count Sirnol'lich was recalled i and, moreover_, the 
unh•ppy man, Co1.ptain Vieovitch1 who was a tool in t.he11e intrigues, was also re ... 
ealled1 and bas been heard of no more. 'l'h4 rumour w11:s1 that he put an end to 
his own existence ; but be has been heard of no more. Ail effttct, bowevfllr 1 a 
Tery &erious and dangerous ell'~ct, bad been produeed by these iot.ri=:ue~. It did 
not. Ugnify to thos" barbarous states whether or not that asnbass:idot, Count Si~ 
monich, Of that en•oy, Captain Vicovitch1 had exceeded their orders or not, as 
C4Jun't Nesselrode uid t.hey bad. 'Vhat did Dost 1\.Iabomed know of that? How 

Ci>uld he jndge ?" 
Str John Ca.m Hobhouse, who now adduces charges of the grosse.1t 

duplieity and fraud against the Cabinet of St. Petersburgh, '1'a.s, by his 
ewn showiogt in possession of the el'idenee supplied by )'1r ?t.tcNl!il 
and Lord Auckland in 1838: this was embodied in a note to Count Nessel· 

rode of dato 26th October, but had been unol6cially before him ia a sepa
rate form; and the several points replied tospec.ifical1y and seriatim by a no~o 
from the RussEa.n minUter of date 1 st November-before the formal note of oar 

foreign minister 1vas received. Lord Palmerston states, that CQunt Nessel ... 
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rode's communication had recei.veJ all the atteolion thal its im.portanco s& 
justly demanded, and that its general result had been high1y satisfactory to 
H. M. 's govem,aent. ''The proeeeilings of Russian a.gents in Asia. {con .. 
tinues the noble viscount] had for some considerable time been so much at 
va.:ri.ance with the professed Policy of the ltnssian government, and so h1con .. 
ais1eot with the rrieudly relations aubsistintt between Great Britain and 
Russia, that the British Cabinet deemed it its du.ty to ascertain, by frank 
explanalions rith tha.t of St .. Petersburgh., whether any change had taken 
place tn the declared policy of the Imperial esbinet in regard to the affairs 
io question, or its friendly dispositions towards Great Britain P The 
despatch of Count Nesselrode contain.& qpon these points, a.$snrJ.nc~ the 
most full aad eomplete'I and H. l\.f.'s government acct!pl, as entirel9 sati8""" 

.factor!/, the declaration.$ of the Imperial cabinet, that it does not harbour 
any designs bosHle to the int.el'est of Great Britain in India i and Lhat its 
own policy, with respect to Per&ia, ternains nnf.'baoged'J and is the sa'.lle 
which, in 1$34, the tW9 powers agreed to adopt." 

Sir John Carn Hobhouse was, in 1833, President of the Board of Con
trol, and one of the memfiers of tha Gotornment who s.tatetl thernsdv~s 
satisfied with the expt.anatioos in reference to tha condnet of t.ho Per .. 
sian anJ Affghan missions ;-admitting by this deelaratio11, that the impres
sions £.>unded on their previ1>ns infurmation lfere groundlesit and that the 
statements now reeapitulate!I, on which these were bajed, were utterly falla
eioU!i J The statement. contained in the revised rep'IJrt of the speeeh,-th.at 
'' Lord Palmersto.a and hi& eolleague!!' considered the assu.ranees of Count· 
NeiHelrode satisfactory~ 6ecatlse t4ey were carried in. 1<> effect, '' Count 
Simooieh and Lieutenant Vicovieh having b~n recalied when the iotima .. 
tion of the p1eaEUre of the Cabinet was conveyed to the Court of Sl 
Petersburgb, is at variance with the evidence supplied by official doeu.ments t 
The announcement of the recall here rererred to is contained io a. note 
dated 5th ~larch, 1839 ! this ag11in called forth ez:pressions or pleasure 
and satisfaction from Her Majesty's Government, who h~d "" been mtteh 
gratified by learning, that one of the first acts of General Duhamel, on en· 
tering upon his fuoetions at Tehcrao, (in supercession of Co1.1nt Simonich] 
was to recalt Lieut. Vieovieb from AJfghanista.n/'(15) The paper of ex. 
planat.ion.s referred to by Sir John Ca.rn Hobbowa> with which the C.ibinet 
first expressed themselves so highly gratified1 i.;1 dated the l:!!t NovembeJ", 
and contain~ not one word of the !l:eeon'I mentionell ra~all ! \Vhy shlluld Dl)t 

15. ·rbe very 'lvot•Js of the official corrcspnuJenoe have, ftJr the most part, 
been reta.incd in the tex:1,-1vhich throughol.lt this section hi little else than an 
abridgc;,ment of the Parliamentary papcr;1 of 1839; in which the late mini:dry 
put what they thdn mea.at t(J be Lh.e 4cf.enoo of tl~it< pt)licy. 'rh.ese are now 
abandoned, a.nd old exploded or r~fu.ted statements once more dragged into 
the field. 
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Russia or Persia. have sent missions to Cabool, or Lahore, or Seinde,-or 
China. or Burmah, or Japan if it s1> pleased them? We were thon on 
terms of amity with them all1-tbough the first tbree enumerated were at 
deadly feud with eaeh other1-so that no deputation eonJd have any com
mon hostile object in view. 1 be erplanatioii. in reference to the trans
ference of tho sovereignty of Herat from the wretebed effete Suddozye 
prince, to tl1e more vigorous Ba.rukzye Sirtlar, was fully set down in 
Count Nesselrode's notes,-and this also was, in 18~8 and 1839, con• 
sldeted enlirely satisfactory: well it might, if our pretended 'Wislies for 
peaee ira Central Asia contained one particle oi sincerity : the wretch pro
posed to be set a.side wa3 tho son of the elder brother of the falher of the 
Shah Soojah, who had seized upon Herat ou tho general distnemberlllent 
of the kingdom, and was permitted to retain it. He was, aceordjng 
to the rules of legitimacy and primogeniturl"1 the rightful BOvereign 
of the Dooracnee empire, to the exclu~ion of the Shah Soojah l1imself. 
Be had no more claim on Herat than on the Punjaub, Pe$hawur, Cash
mere, Ca.bool, or Ghuznie,-l!ave tha.t gi\l'en him by the sword. His 
cllaracter as a sovereign, and bis value as an ally. may be gathered from 
the section referring to the affairs: of Herat. Ru.saia desired to have 
him remo'Ved and a. better man put in his 11laee, H to e.eeure the tran ... 
quillity of the eaistern frontiers of Persia, by putting an end to the act.s of 
plunder by which they ::.ita incessantly dis.turbed.''(16) l{amran Shab, 
" the lawful eovere:gn-the real representative of the ancient dynasty"
derived hia revenues frorn man ... s.teaUog,-from plundering merchants pass· 
ing jn his neighbourhood, and by making inroads into conterminous coun .. 
tries to carry off their inhabit.;ants and sell them as slaves. The more peace· 
ably~disposcd states which suffered from his malpraetice~, were as much ~n· 
titled to depose him a.s a common nuisance, or a robber in the bh:;hways or 
commerce, as were England and l<'ra.nce in dealing with the far more OignJ .. 
lied nod honourable plunderers the Deys of Tanis or Algiers I The ex-pre
sident of the Board of Control states, th~t the guarantee for the fulfilment 
of the treaty by which these changes were to be effected, u was no less a 
person th.;an the Russian ambassador." He might, io candour, have added, 
that in doing so this ambassador acted in opposition to hfa instruclions, and 
was recalled for haVing so acted before Lord Palmerstou ofi'ered any temon. 
stranl'e or complaint :(17)-a.s also, tl1at thus much wc:uJ admitted by the 
ambassador hirnself to the British embassy! How Hghtly Dost Ma.hom.eiJ 
held the Russian mission in comparison to the hope of the friendsbip of 
England, the 1nembe.re of the late Cabinet knew rjght weH, though their 
hearers might not. Th& portion of the despatch referring to this was sup. 

16. Count Nesselrode's note, 5th l\1a:reh 1837; also lst November 1838. 
17. See Count Nes.::.-elrode's Note ul lst Nove1nber 1838. 
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presse11, wlien all the extracts inJurion; fo the eredit of Russian eandoul" 
were given to the world. Sir Alex. Burnes, in one of these, of date 27th 
December 1837, writes to the Govern1nent of India :-H On the 1norning of 
the l9th, t11a.t is, yesterday, the Ameer came over from the Bala Hissar, 
with a letter from his son, the Governor of Gbuznie, reporting that a Rus
sian Agent had a.rri11ed at that city on his way to Ca.bool. Dost 1\lahomed 
Khan said, that be haU come for my .counsel on the oceasion; that he wished 
to have nothing to do with any other power than the Britiah ; tl1at be did 
not wish to receive any agent from any other power whatever, go long a:1 he 
ba_d a. hope of sympathy from us i and th.at he would order the Russian 
agent to be turned out, detained on the road, or aet in any other way t~at I 
desired },iin.'' In a. further suppressed portion of anothel' despatch, dated 
2Gth January 1838, Sir John knew that the following stalemcnt wu to be 
found :-11 Since arriving here [at Caboc.JJ I ha Ye seen an a.gent of Persia. 
with allaring promises, after penetrating as far as Caodahar, compelled to 
quit the country, bec.ause no one .!lent to invite him to CabooJ. Following him, 
an agent from Russia., with letters highiy complimeotary, and pro1nises more 
th'in sabata.ntial 1 has experience;} no greater civility than was duo by the law3 
of hospitality and nations. It may be urg~d by sorne, that the otfers of one or 
bnth are fallacious ; but such a dicturn is certainly premature. The Amecr of 
Cabool has songht no aid in argnmentsfrom such offers, but declared that his 
jnterestsare bou11d up in an allian<:e with thC' British Govern1nent, which he 
will never deaert so long as there is a. hope of secnring one. It is evident, 
th-erefore, that in this chief [Dost n.JabomedJ we hav0 one who is ready to 
meet us i aud from ,vhat is passing in Central As.ia at this moment, it is any 

thing but desirahle to exhibit. indifference to the solieitations of one whose 
position ma.ke.s him courted ; and whose aid may render 11owerful for or 
again~t us." (l8) Arnongitt the various anomalies appareat in these singular 

passages of our political history, it is aot unworthy of rema.1k 1 tbat the 
speech on wl1:cll these observations have been oQffcred, was delirere..t on the 
debate on a motion by l\Ir. Baillie for the production of papers alleged to 
have been on a previous occasion printed io a garbled form, Sir J, C. 1-Iob
holise was opposed to this-the chief argument against granting the reqne.st 
of the mo"er turning on the miaunderstandiogs this migl1t genera.tie betwixt 

18. llurne-s'&. suppressed Despatches. Lor<l Fitzgerald and Vesei, tho 
pYcseut President ot' the Board or Control, took. Uf>(JD himself to a.!firm ill 
hi~ place in the upper house .. that hi~ predecessor in office wo.s not lfa.Lle to the 
ch:,ri.:1~ of unrnirly garbling Uur:nes's pi\pers: we mu;i,t in charity believe tkat th.e 
noble lord had not examined them )Vhen he mide the a.!fi1·mation ~ yet under 
such i"'norance of w·hat he assiated to defend, the assertion wassomething rnor-e 
than bold, in the :face of the decla.ratior\ of Sir Alexander himself-that ,the 
publication was sll.eer trickery, Mld that he ha.~l been made to support doctnnes 
which be denonuced. Tho nolile 1ord may, by this time, have hM. the 1neans 
cf correcting his lmpre:ssion ! 
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us and Rassla l '\Vhen the papers were posthumously published from the ~ISS. 
of Sir Aleir. Burnes entire, without con.sent of Parliament, it turned out that 
the tenor of tl1e cancelled portions was calculated to prod11ce an effect the 
very opposite of animosity 1 In coutrast to the English minister' it perversion 
or concealment of the e()ntents of slate pap-ers, Count Nesselrode had himself 
explained "that Lord Palmera:ton's having informed him that the affairs of 
Persia. would probably torm the isnbjeet of sotious diaeussion in ParHament, 
and that tbe English cabinet will probably find itself obliged to give publicity 
to the communications which have been exchanged on this subject betwist our 
cabinet anJ that of Lo ndont-lhe Emperor desires me fo state to you, in his 
narqe, that ho does Dot see any inconvenience in that publicity. 1'he poHey 
of our august master does not fear open day, Qq the contrary, Hi1 n.tajesty 
will be glad to see that explanations which he ha.s s:pontanously offered to 
England should be generally known." (19) "Strong in our rectitude, and 
in our consoienee, we shall ne,·er have anything to conceal or fo dissemble 
whtcl1 w~ have designed or undertaken." 

It seems throughout to have been assumed by the ilfelbourno administra. .. 
tion, that such was tl1e poHcy of Russia that no faith whatever was to be 
·placed In her professions ; this postulate has already been ad,•erted to above; 
-we had no right to assume that Count Nesselrode and his colJeaguea were 
fools as well as scoundrels. Yet nothing sl1ort of fatuity could ever have in .. 

duced the Cabinet of St Petershurgh to believe that Russia could have po~sibly 
tnaintained herself in lndia1 had Britain made her a gift of h: tl1at she 
eould e"Ver have reached it, even l1ad sl1e attempted to do so: or that, if 
having succeeded in the inconceivable exploit of placing a hundred thousand 
men on our frontiers, she coulJ have maintained them on British ground for 
a. aingle campaign. 1'o any ua tion in Europe Jess used to enlightened, 
liberal, aod hoofst government-less ble:!!seJ with cotnmercial enterprise 
and perseverance than our QW01 India would prove a ruinous possession. 

1•0 thoae who have perused the contents of the pre"Vious pages, it will 
have become apparent, that so far from the attack of Persia on Herat beiog, 
as asserted by Lord Auckland, c.c. cruel and unjustifiable;• it was declared by 
two successive ambasl!ador.s tlie very opposite of both-that so far from being 
at "Variance with I.he principles and objects of our alliance, we were bound 
by a special clause contained in each of tl1ree successive treaties to give no 
assistance, except as mediator at the solicitation of bath partie.s, to either 
Alfgha.n or Persian, should war arise betwixt them.(20) So far from tho 
attack of Dost l\.iahomed on Peshawur being either sudden or unprovoked, 
it bad been long premeditated-waa one of a series "hicl1 had been going 

19. ..:ount Ncssclrode's Notes of 5th March 1839, antl 6t.h Nov. 1838. 
. ~o. Treaty of 1814-1826, repeatedly referred to by both parti~ ats in force 
in 1837. 
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on 1'ithout interruption for tbree yeC1rs io succession-and was protoked by 
the perfidious conduct of the Seikh ruier seiziog on a. portion of the Do0 .. 

rannee territory, which the Ameer of Ca.bool was endea\'ouring to recover. 
It will be perceived from what immediately foilows, that the Ameer of Ca .. 
boo), who in 1838 had bseo declared by the Governor-General ta be an 
usurper, had just two yean before (22d Aug. 1836) been 'ffritteo to by 
Lord .A.ueklan<l, the sa1ne Goveruor~General1 ia terms expressive Qf "re .. 
gard and esteem ''-the Do~t haviog been designated ... .\.1neer, without que8 .. 
tion as to the validity of his title, aud calle1l by the name of "friend" ;-that 
Runjeet Singh \'fas desir1111s that the Governor" General should be the chan
nel ofsub1nitting to his consideration the pretensions described. as unreason
able ;-anJ that the Cabool ruler himself, in case any difficulty should be 
made on this point, was willing that this should be left in abeyaoce through
out the lifetime of the J.ahore ebief. The negociations at Cabool betwixt 
September 1887 .and May l83S require next to ba examined. 1Ve cannot 
in this, as in two of the preceding sections, draw our materials frotn papers 
printed by Parliament; the porth)DS whieh \"i'ill most avail tbe purposes or 
the present enquiry were withheld froa1 tlle public as long as the ministers 
could keep them back: they have been published from the private papers 
of the late Sir .A.lex.a11Jcr Burnes, beiug portinns or his despatches forwardeJ 
to Government, hut suppressed when the others were printed by order of 
the House of Com1non$, 

CAPTAIN BURNES'S NEGOCB.T!O~S AT CABOOf,. 
" After much time spent by Captain Burries iu !ruiUeiJa ne;otiation at Cabool, it appeuel 

that Dost )lahomed Kha.o,chtetly in consequence of bis nliance upoo Per!lian encouT"ago. 
mer.t. and asds.tance. per.!!lited, as respected bis misunderstanding- with ihe Sikb11, in urdn~ the 
most 11nre1uaouable 1Jretension11, such 11.11 the Gove1 nor Ge11ei:a.I could not. consistently wi1 bj nt• 
t!(:e, and Ills retud tor th.e frlend.r.hip of Malu~ Raja Kunjeet ~ingh, be ihe cbaunel of tillb· 
mittio.g to the c<.msideratioo of His Highness; ttiat he a.vowed schemes of ai;:;randil::emcnt 
aud amibit.Wn, injurious to the 1&ecurity arad peace of tne Fco11tier1 of lnilia; and tha.t be 
openly threatene1l in lu1thera.nce of th 11e acbe1nes, W cllll in every foreign aid which be 
eould command. Ultimately be ga\·e his undl11guhed aupport. \o the Pcrsia.n de1lg11s o.f 
AIJ'ghanista.n, &f the unfritondly and injurious eharncter of wlrich, as concerned tne British 
Power ln India, be wa~ well apprl~ed,and by bia uttei- di,regard of th<i l'iewa and intere>it <:>£ 
tbe 8l'itbh Govt't'nment, co1opelled Capt. isu~qes io le&ve Cabool without baving e!feeted 
&liY oftbe objects of hi~ lli~siou." • • .,. • • 

••Ii was now evidon.t, that no further interfer~nce could be eser'Cised. by the British Go
"i'ernmeut to bring about a good 1:mder:1ta11diug between the Sikh Ruler and Dost M.ahom
ed Khan, and the hostiie policy of tlle later Chi•\' .showed too plainly th.11.t ao long aa Ca.bool 
rcmaJ.ned under his government, we could. nllver bope tba.t tn.e tranquillity ufour neighbu-llr-
bood would be sel!ured, or that the inter4'l,;tt ot' oo.u• Jodian Esripire would be prosecved 
inYlolate."-8iml1J>rodvnrdi1>:i, Odober l, 1838. 

Ws have in tl1is~ as in the two preceding portions of this aa.rrative, placed 
the paragraph gf the Simla Proclamation to which the observations which 
follow next io order 1nore particularly relate, as a to<tt to whii:lt the reader 
may refer: should he suooeed in f4!Conciliug it with the official documents 
on wLicb it j3 professed to be based, and on the exaniioa.tion of whieh we a.re 
now about to enter, lie will ba.ve been moire fortuuate lhan the writer of the 
narrative. 
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Ja 1832, treaties had bun entered into witb the Ameers of Scinde, the 
Nawab of Bahawulpore, and tbe ri.Jahara,iahRunjeet Singh,. which h3dfur tlleir 
abject Ute ex.tension of British commerce by means of the opening up uf the 
oavigation of the Indus. (J) 'I'be glowing de!criptions of Burne.11 (2) appear 
to have givet.1 a very exaggerated idea of the value of the internal traffic 
of the countries beyond the Iudus. It was: forgotten that wliere there was no 
industry, no ma.oufactures, or 1nineral wealth, no sea-co1st or rivers to per
mit exportation, there could be little or nothing to give in exchange f,.>r im
ports :-and that the wants uf a population, purely nomadc, must at all times 
be simple aod sing11l:Jrly f'e\'V. 1.'he whulc of our commerce with Persia has 
never exceeded two rniilions sterling a-year, rarely got above one i (3) the 
total or our trade with A.ffghauistan certa.iuly neYer exceeded a million 
annually, and has very rarely amounted to much more than the half of one. (4) 
Besi<li:-s this, the lnJus in reality was ne,·er clo1ed sa,'e by its own dangetous 

entrances and shallow depth of waler. (5) Lord Ellen borough bas OJ1Cned tbe 
lndus as far as ~litben J(ote, aud the Sutlej in continuation of this to the 
l\larkunda, where it ceases lo be navigable for tbe srnallest eraft. Yet. the gross 
'Valne of the British good3 consumed by the countries atljoining docs not at pre.
seat amount to a quarter of a million sterling, and will not in all like1ibood 
be doubled for ten years to come: the expense of maintaining troops be

twi.It l\.urrachee and Bukkur, both stations included, exceeding £600,00() 
a.year; wilh a less force, it wou}tl l:c unwise to think of keeping these 
stat ioosat all. The great line of traffic was n(lt along, but across, tl1e ladus 
by the Delhi frontier, (6) or parallel to it, at a dislaucc of lCO miles, by 
Sanmeanee and ICelat. The countries beyond the Indns, besidel!l1 have 
always been open to the free admission of E'\·ery variety -of foreign hu
ports on paying a n,oderatc fi:red duty, 1 he chief obstructions in reach
ing these, ate irrernediable by lrcaty : and ari11c fro1n the attacks of the 
p1nndering tribes in the passes, wld~h canoot be restrained save by the 
11ayrnent of a black. mQi! or sub.sidy. Thia, in the time of the Doorannee 
monarchy, amoauted to £8000, and <luring the sbort reign of the Shah 

1. 1\f:isson, vol. iii. p. 4:-l2. 
... 2 •• ~hnla. Dcclarntion, Ucto~er l, 1838-ttt sipra. Bokhara Travels, Dook 
ln, lhe term .exaggieratcd, lS applied will1out ccnsul'e on Burnes: his statc-
111en.ts ar? npp41·ently quite> ·witbiu the 1nark, but. the idea. of commerce '1'ith 
:he in tenor at all appears. to have induced ~JI sorts of .:tbf)urd conclusions. The 
1ofarc:1.ces wc!-e. exag•::-e1·ate~ ~ the pr~mises. v.·cre glowing, Lut not too moch eo. 

3. Sir J. i\i ..Ne1I, qtt<.ited 111 l:lou"'h :s Preface. 
4. Sec Slr Torrc11s'.:;; 'I'ables, Ju~1e 18.fl. 
5. Burll{'SJ'is Cabool, p. 126. 
6. 3'.la~sou's UetU\'rns su1 plied to the R01nbay Ti'nu;8, and ... jven iu <lef.aiJ July 

UH I, 'l'Qrrens~.s 'frnde Tables by U~e l>~lni Prontier-a ae~ of p:iper.;i of vcr¥ 
dub1ou.s authority- the h1i.t ;-from which it appear,g that £G7u OOO ·worth 0£ 
goods crossed tho lJcJhi frontier for Cabool in 1840.41. 

/ 



33 

8oojah from 1$39 to 18tl, to £12,000 a-year (7) for the use of the Khyber 
Pass alone. 

In the month of October 1836, CaptaiD (afterwards Lieut. Col. Sir Alex.) 
Burnes was directed by the Government of India to pr.oeeed from Bombay 
through Scinde. and thence to Cabool on a corumcrcial mission, whose ob
ject wa.s to bring, if possible, into operation, a line of .poHcy some years be
fore ellalked out by Lord \Villi.a.m lleurlnck, fo-r the extension of trade and 
promotioo of our lntereourse wlth the countries to the westward of the In~ 
dus. The traveller had, six years before, traversed the countries to which 
he was 110\V sent on mi•ion, and acquired the friendship of many ol the 
chiefs, espeeially of Dost 1'1.;l1omed of Cabool-one of the most able, vigo
rous, a.nil enterprising rulers in central Asia ; and be had, besides, distin
n,nished himself beyonJ any 1na.n of his time ia the Company' a ser'Vice, for 
the aecuracy and eopiousness e>f the Commercial statisties be ba.d, from time 
to Hme, laid before the Governmeat. \Vith him in this embai;s~ge were as
sociated, Lieut. \VooJ. of the Indb.n Navy, Lieut. (now Mlljot} Leech of 
the Bombay Engineers, and Dr Lflrd Qf the Company'~ Medical servioe. 

A combination of events occasio11ed the speedy altcratiu11 of the objects 
an.J. character of the mjssion. Defore the enJ of June he had received 
instructions to proceed without delay to Cabo,>l, and enter on a train of po
litical arrangentents,-t.lestineJ, as it pro'S'ed, to terminate in the dethrone-
1ne11t of Do~t illahowed, an.J the reliitora.tion oi the $!!ah Soojah ;--in the 
murder of the latt~r, an<l eventual rciustateinent or the former io power. 

Urged forward by successive expres:;es with iuJ:>tructions from the Govern .. 
went of [odia, as the emergencies seemed to arise, he proceeded to Peshawur t 
where he arrivetl on tbe 12th antl lefi on the 3Uth August.; having delayed 
in hopes of the arrival of .an escort., expected to lu.va accompauicd them 
through the l{hyber Pass.(8) On 20t.h Sept.~ the mission entered Cabool 
wit11 great pomp and splendour. Ukhbar Khan, t.he favourite son of Dost Ma .. 
ltometl, had been sent out to n1eet thern, wilh a fiue body of cavalry. The Sir
dar, a youth scarcely twenty years of age, but the largest man in t11e cortege1 

placed Sir Alex. Burnes on the same elephant with l1iiuself, and eond11eted 
theoo straig-ht to the Bala JliBlar to b.i introduced to his father's eourt, 
where his reception was most cordial. A spac:ious garden, c]o,se tu the palace 
and under the JJala llissar, was allocated as the residence of the mission. 
The following t.lay they were a•lmitted to a fonnal .. 11d!ence. 1'hc A:neer's 
view or the Governor-Geocta.l'd lett~r was all that (!OUlJ he desired. 
Oo being iuforn1ed that ~ou1e of the ra1·it1es of E11rope ha(l bcco brought to 
hirn as presents, be prvucptly replied, that Uaptaio Burnes au1i lus friends 
·were the raritie:t the sight of which most pleased him. As they passed 

7. Journey to the O.xus, p. 171. 
8. lUajor Houg11 p. 318. 

G 
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through the city, some of the people cried out,« ta.ke care of Ca.boo) i" u do 
uotdcstroy Cabool, "-and wherever they went they were received with cordial 
welcome. "Power frequently spoils men (says Sir A. Burnes in his ex
cellent Work on Cabool); but with Dost Mahomed> neither tbe increase of 
lt, nor his new title of A.racer seems to have done him any harm. He seerned 
even more alert and full of intelligence tba.n when I last saw bim.''{9) 
The following account is given or tlto Dost by Lieut. '\\~ ood, a member of 
the mission. (lO) 

" Do$t Mahomed Khan i$ about fort1~6Te years of age, and looks worn out and 
aged before his time. Hia frame is large and bony, and ;ill his features strongly 
nulTked. There is a sternness in the general eXEJt'essioa of bis features, which is 
increased by his tlowiug, jet-blllCk be4rd, but bis countttna.nce is lighteJ up bf eyes 
of peculiar brilliancy and intelligenee ; when he ti.:z:es them upon those b)' whom he 
is addressed, they actually 5eeru to tllU!b with Bppr'obation or diSlent. From tile 
ea&e with whieh be ran o'i'e\" the names of places l'is!ted by Captain Burnes in 1832·31 

it is evidt>nt that his memory must be a good one; and 1be variou11 subjee1S on 
wbioh be spoke, the good sen~e of bis remark!;, end the readiness of hia replies, 
proved that hb- eonversatio11al talents were of no mean order. When any one of 
us addressed him, he sat with his eyes rivetted upon t.he speaker, and his whole 
soul appeared absorbed by the subjeet: when he bim.i.elf spoke, though be did not 
resort to Persian gesture, not anume the solemnity of a Hindoo rajah, there was 
that in his manner and tone of voice whieh enfotced auent1011. 

'' Our welcome had been cordial ; and as we left the apartment I eould not help 
contras.ling the audience we bad j1nt quiued with the &eene in a llaiderabad dur
b&r on a like oooasion, and the bearing of the blunt, homt'ly Afghan with that of 
t.he v11ipouring Ileluehe. Dost Mahomed's reception of the raisi;ion was le.is warm
ly e:ii:pressed than that of tbe Sind Amin, but the ruler <If Kabul felt what the 
others only feigned, lie deemed himself honoured by tile arrival of a Driti6h n1is
sion at his capital; while on tbe contrary the potentltes ~of Sl:nd, when they grant 
an intervi4"!W to a British agent, affect to think 1hat the condescensioa is on their 
part; they consider only the sErv•ni who ie s:ent to them; but the more intelligent 
Affgh•ns view in tbe servant the government which he represents."-Wa-od'.r Jour. 
ney to tlMJ O~us, pp. l'tl and 172. 

The following extract from. a Jetter, addressed, after the bla.roh on Herat 
bad begun, to lft M 1Neil, Ambassador at the Court of Persia, is im .. 

portant, as explaining the views of Captain Burnes oil the claims of Dost 
]\.fahomed, ju!ilt before the Government of India bad determined that no 

concession wh.a.tevcr ought to be made to the Ameer, and that the claims 

9. Burnes's. Ca.bool, p. 149. It may be of interest to recollect, that this is 
tlie celebrated Ukhbar Khan who had, six months beforo this, distinguished 
himself against Hurry Singh ot Jumrood. lf 'Vood's statement be correct, 
he could be no more than 24 when he joined the Cabool insurgents. He is 
now about 20. 

10. Wood's Journey to tho Oxus, PP· 171 and li2· 
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whiel1 the best .. informe~ of their own servants coasidered equitable •nd just, 
abould be set aside,. and be deposed, on the plea. of putting forward aggres· 
stve preteneioos calcW.a.ted for his own aggra.ndisement, and injurious to 
British views:·-

Ea:tract : Letttr from Captalu .A. D?Wn.68 io the Brimh AmlJ4smdor in Persi(I., 
dated above Mooltan, on the Indua, 6th JitM 1837. 

AHuming then, as I have done in my late eornmuoications to Calcutta, that a 
friendly commercial connexion with the states beyond the Indu!, and bl!twten that 
dv13r and Persia, would be highly beneficial to our intere1t3, the advantage would 

he gt"eater if we could rt:uder that connexion poHtteal. There is certainly now no 
alteration since 1809. and it was then tiesirable. The only objection to it at present 
is the offence 'l'hicb we 1hall give tQ our old ally at Labore, but as bis death cannot 
be very distant, I have urged upon nolice the propriety of taking a middle course. 
Supposing it were (ound that Dost llahomed Khan possessed all the ittfiuence, and 

aU the ;ability, for which he univeru.Uy receives. credit, mueh embarrassment is. not 
likelf to -1Wcrue to us, by either promising to that ebief, or enlfl!ring inlQ a secret 
treaty with him, dtat we should throw our iuftlleA.Ce into his bands, to establish 
himself on the right bank of the l11dusJ as far do#n as Shikarpoor, un tbe demise 
of Runjeet Sing. Til1 then, by ajudiciom friendly intercourse we might so guide 

the course of e•ents1 as to consolidate bi a po"·er, and prep•re tbe W9.f for the cl0&er 

future !;:Onne:a:ian 1 which we eontemplated. A loan of money would of i;iourse be 

bf far the most substantial way, but that I was afraid •o suggest, not lhatl think 
it should be withheld, but frQm the uttt-r hopelessness of getting it; nor would I 

urge its being gi'f'er\ 9.t all, if the casb were to be employed .against Ru11jeet, To 
that I see 1trong objeetioos. 'Ve should let him ket>p Pesbawur while he li'i'e11, and 
meanwhile, turn Dost l\tahomed Kha11's attention to C andahar and Herat. He 
bas annexed .Jellalabadto his QountrJ sinee I was in .C•bool in 1832, which gives 
him. an addition of six lacs orrupel."~ to his tefenue. 

'!'hough the above be the outline of Lbe poliey wbieh it appears to me we should 
follow, I should like first to see with my own eyes, the state of affairs in Cabool, 
tbe more so, afu1r rt!&diog your letter of the 22nd of January.-As for S11ddozye 
aseendancy ia Cabool,. I consider that hopeleu, either from Ka1nran, or Shor.jab 
ool Moolk; the former, by tho w.ty, is said to be dyh1g of dropsy, and the latter 
has not the head to manage any th;ng.-The most powerful tribe of the Doora
nees is assuredly the Barukzye. YouT view of the ifiBuence of the Cabool 

Kuzzilbasbei ia new to me. At first sight it might appear anti~natioual, and the 
power of Dost Ma.homed Khu in corne-quence to be anti-national; but 1till 
Ahmed Shah, TilQ.Ot Sbab, Zeman Shah. and even Shoojab, tru;ted greatly to 

the&e lCozzilbasties, and the Gboola111 K haaee, as they are called, have at .II 
times bad great influence in Cabool. I leok upon them as th2 main stay of Dost 
Mahomad Khan, and it is to them that. be 'Vilt owe the crown of Cabool if he 

e'f'er gets it. His own .clan the Barukzye, will not oppose their i11flu2nce, as I think, 
with 1.ome few e:1<ieptions, they were glad of the supr1:1:macy which a Barukz1e 

has secured. It is certain diat the chiefofCandahar acknowledges in s~me degree 
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the !uperiorlty ofl}ost lUabomed Khan, a~ you have been i11fttrmed ;·a11d I hear 
that. it was b1 the advi:ce oft.he whole elan, I.hat the chier or Cahoot 11as taken 

the title of Ameer. In faet, there is 11, circumstance wrhteo to me by l\{r. l\Iasson 

quite corrobQratiV"f>. 011 reoeiviog the Goveruor Ge-neral's notiOcalion of my •P'" 
Jlfoach, Do!t Mahomed Khan summoned lt.oh\lll Dil Khan to Cabool4 u.ml ~f he 
would not come himself, requested hiln to eend one of his brothers and not re .. 
proaeh h:im hereafter, since every thiHg depended on this visit. I Yery much rear I 

shall find onenf the Candahar SirdariJ at Cabool, On. ail these point_s, hc.wever, I hope 

soon to he better informed, and bel'ore I get to Cabool to 6nd myself tnvested whh 
other authority than what I oow hoid. Tbe part which the Caudahar chief i;11 actiog 
requires particularly to~ wat.ehed. Immedj•tely 1 get yo~.ir lettl!r i sent ofl' a 1nes~ 
aenger from Dera Gbazee Khtu1 to Ca11dahar, through the LukkE>e Surwur pass, by 
which it has been reached in 8 day11J tQ ascertain what was going on there1 and 1 a.d
dres•ed Kohuo Dil Khan for the first time as to the (Jbjeets Government had in view 
in deputing me to t.he cou11trie11 wl,'st. of <.he J11dus. I shall very soon bear wbllt pas• 
ses, fur sinee I dispatched the rneuengert -·liich is but four days ago, I have had 
a letter from CanJal.Jar sayiag "that the Pers.ian Elchce i'!! expee1eJ lO reach in a 
day or two, and that the Sirdars l1ave tnade pompous preparation! lo receive lhe
E1nbassy.'' though my informant had no idea (Jfpresentsfrom the Ru;sian Envqy. 
l ahall uot fail to avail myself of the worthy l\.Ieel' n.lahomed Candalaaree, and if 
things are uot right ln Candahar~ li'hen l get lo Cabool, I shall wait lht"re till I 
put them so~ At all t>ve11ts, I ~ball leave nothing undone to try and put a stop tQ 

tlteh iJltercourte with the Rwsiau minidt>r, a11d if matters go rightly we .oliall, I take 
it., be able to neutralize the powt>r of lhe Candahar chiefs, or, at all events, place 
them in complete subjection to Doit 1lah(Jmed Khan, whose iuftuence increases 

daily. and wiU be nought diminished by his late vietory over the Sikba. .As to that 
indeed, a letter fro1n Captain 'Vade, which lies just reached mt-~ 68}& "that the 
«Sikhs have neTer been so severely handled, and a near move at the pres~11t time 
'' towards the Sutlej might secure the independence of Dost Mabo1ned Khan,1' so 
that the game at present is all in favor of Cabool. 

Captain Burnts was entrusted with a let:er of tbe t11oet warm and cordill 
tenor from the Governor- General to tRe .A met!r, written in the same kind 
and friendly ,slrain as that of l11e preceding yea.r. It was dated 15th .?\Jay, 
1837. It is needless ta sa.y ho\'l much gratified Dost ~Iahomed felt at what 
be assumed to be a fresh iustancc of our good wishes towards him. At this 
time, Lord Auckland wa:s perfectly a'1'a.re of the li:ing of Persia's prepara
tio'ns for attacking Herat1 (l 1) as also of the allegations io reference to the ad .. 
vice given to this effect by Count Sitnonicb. (12) Ho knew, likewise1 that 

messages of friendship) (13) and letters of amity and regard,(14) had been 

Jl. !\fr M.'8eH's Lotter to Lord Palmcr:;ton) Nov. 3, 18.36. 
12. Ibid. As also Letter of LorU Palmt.>r.ston to tho Earl of Durham, lGtb 

.Ja.nua.ry, 1837. 
IS. l\>lr M':Neil) &c., Ucccmbcr 30, 1836. 
14, Ibid, Fob. 20, 18374 '!'be l\bove is abridged from Extra.<:;ts of Lcttexs 
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exchanged betwixt the Ameer of Cahool, U1e Candahar Sirdar11 and the 
l{ing of Kings. The incessant attempts of Dost 1\-Iahomed Khan to recover 
Peshawur1_ were known to every one. There wa~, in fact, nothing which had 
occurreil, so fa.r as appe:rrs by anything on recor1I, betwixt the l5th A:Iay, 
when the letter of friendly greeting whieh was to introduce Captain Bttrneg 
as 3.Commercial agent was written, and f.he 1st of June-1 when it was deter
mined to convert this into a. threateoing embassage, demanding explanations 
and deno-uneing "eng-cance, for the sole crime of defeating the Seikhs at 
Jumrood on the lsiof 1\.Iay. The preparations for attacking them were long 
before weU knolTD; the result of the action was the only thing which had tran. 
apired.(15) We have asisigned the last fortnight of l.lay as the period ia 
which this wonderrul al!cration was wrought in the Calcutta Council Chatn .. 
bet. The let:ers of Captain Burnes, indicating this. are dated lndw 5tb of 
July; it must have taken a month or nearly to transmit letters from Cal~ 
entta to the Indus:. Ha says, u I came to look after commerce, aod already 
I have required to abandon my ledger for treaties and politic~.(16) I was 
ordered by express to pause;. and, while hurrying on my accounts, another 
express cries pause,-whicJ1 places a vast latituJe io my bands. • * 1 have 
not as yet got replies to my recommendations on our line of policy in Ca .. 
bool, eonsequent oo a discovered intrigue of Russia, and on the Cabool 
chief throwing himself in despair ioto Persa ... Ru!eiao arrns.'' If these things 
were new to Burnes1 the published paper! show that Lord Auckla.111.l and 
Lord Palmerston. had been for many months acquainteJ with thein. It was 
the interpretation which was to be put upon them, and the line of policy to 
be pursued in consequence, which were the only things that were novel-and 
new these were with a. vengeance. No papers relatiner to the.Je h:ive been 
published, a.nd we are left to look to D.iwning Strceti where a tottering 
Cabinet req1.1itl)d so~ne achievement in India, considered certain of .succes3, 
to divert public attention from tnism1nagen1e11t at home, for a solution of the 
mystery which a.ttetuls them. 

f4ord Aucklantl had, a year before, a.'i wiU be seen by tho .subjoined com
munication, expressed himself in the warmest term& towards the Ameert 
c:illing him his friend, and expres.lling his anx:iety tq know in what manner 
lie could be of ser'iice to him in brioging abont a recoociliatlon with 
the Seikhsl • 
Ameer Dort Mahomed Kkan, of Cabool. to LoTd .Auckland, the Governor .. General 

of India, 3ls' ~lay, 1836. 
After t?omplimer.t11. 

As 1 ha•e ~eu long altacbed to the British Government by the ties of f"riendship 

published in mosL of the London newspapers, from the posihumous papers of 
the late Sir Alex. Buroes1 tirst printed h1 Bombay for p1·ivate eircula.tion. 

15. Delhi Gazette, Feb. 151 1837; and so on tiU May. 
16, Cabool, p. 142. Lotter to 1'1r Secrota.:ry Itl·~a.ghten1 dated Sept. 2-:1. 
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and aftt'<llioo, the la~ intelligence of yam Lordtbip'• arrival, enlighteniog with your 
prea"nce the seat of Government, and difFllsing over llindo1nta11 tl•e brightness of 
your couuteoanee, has afforded me extreme gratification; and the field of my hopes 

(which had before been chilled by the cold blast of the times) hasi by the happy tid. 
iogs of your Lordsblp'a arrival, become the_ envy of the g:uden of Paradise. 

It m1y be known to your Lordship, that, relying on the principles of benevolence 
and philanthropy which distinguish the British Governm@nt, I look upon. myself 
and country as bound to it; and the letttin I have Teceived from that qll<lrter have 

all been r"pl!!te with friendly send1ne11ts and attenti<>n1 and to the effect that, in tbe 

time of need, the obligations ofrriendship should bti fulfilled, Thliil late transactions. 

in this quaTter, the conduct of reckless and misguided Sikhs, and their breach of 
trMty, are well known to your Lo1dshir. Communiaate to me whalever may no• 
suggest ib1:1lf to your wisdom, for lhe settlement of Lbe aff11in of thi.:a countly1 that it 
may serve n.s a rule for my guidnnce. 

I hope your Lordship will con!l.idt;>r me aad my cou11try as your own; and favour 
me often by the receipt of your friendly letters. \Vhatever direct.ions your J~ord11bip 

may be pleased to issue far the administration of (hit country, I will act accordingly. 

Lord Auckland to Ameet' Dost Malio»wd Kha1i.., w rilten 22d August, 1836. 

After co1npliments. 
I have had the pleasure to receive your friendly Jetter, which was \ransmiued to 

me throogb Oaptaira \V'ade; and l am gratiJied at the opportunity which it affordrr 
mt-, so 3hortly after my assumption of' the Indian Government, to convey to you the 
assuranc~s of' my un(eigned regard •nd esteem. 

It irrmywisb that the Affg;hans s.hou!J be a flourishing and Utlited nation; and 
that, being at peace with all their neighbvurs, they shou.ld en.joy, by moans or a. more 
extended co1ntnerce, all the benefits and comforts p(>sseued by other na.iionil, which, 
through :such means1 have attained a high and advanced state of prosperity and 
wealth. 

Mv predei:essor, aware that nothing wa3 so w~JI calculated t<l promote this objeet 
as the opening of the navigation or the Indus, 1pa.red hhnself no palr10 i11 procuring 
this- channel for the flow ofinduatry and enterprise; anc1 it shall be my study to se .. 
eond liisphilant.hTi>pfo purpoile1 and to complete tbe &(!hellle whieb be so successfully 
commenced. l feel assured that you eannot b1ft tak,; a liv~ly interest in the ~uccess 
of this undertaking, so especially conduei'fe as it must be, to the prosperity of the 
peopli.i over whom you rule. 

It is probable that 1 may, ere long, depute lOme gentleman to yout Court, t'.) dis .. 
cuss with you certain commercial topics, with a. view to our mutual adYantage. 

I have learned with deep regret that diuenslon11 e~ist between yourself and Ma .. 
bar11Ja11 RPnjee( Sing. l\Iy friend. you a.re a.ware that it is not the practice of the 
British GO'ftirnment to interfere wit!t the alf.iirs of other independent rrtates; and 
indeed it does not immediately occur to me ho-w the i;nterference- of my Govern .. 

ment c;:ould be exercised for your benefit. I 11hall be happy, however, to learn from 
you bf \fhat mea11s you think that I can bi!' of a117 as:iistanl:e; and, i11 the mea nlitne, 

I have only to hope that you wiU be ab)e w dl'lv!se some mode of ~il't>eting a reeon-
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ciliation with I.he Sikhs j it balng not only for your own adY1&ntage1 but ftJr the ad .. 
'Vantage or all the coun&.ries in 1be vicitllty1 that t•o nattous 110 situated sho11ld ever 
pre<&erve unimpaired the relations of amity and concord. 

Begging &hat you. will accepl. my renewed ai!Hirance of frienchhip and regard, 
I am, &c. (Signed) AucKLA.ND • 

Sir A. Burne.ii'& instructions, in-reforeoce to the mercantile portion of hfa mis
sion, were sufficiently cepious and explicit : wheo thia was transmuted iuto a.n 
etubassage of a widely difl'erent cl1aracter, he appea" to have been left almost 
wholly to the guidance of his own understanding. (17) If we consider tho 
very imperfect condition of our informati•n at this peri-0d, or rather the im
penetrability of our ignorance, and the total want of jusli&eation for the 
measures afterwards adopted, that Buroes's reports did aetua.lly supply, th& 
conclusion is aimO!t forced on us, that the missioQ was sent to see and 
speak of matters on which a quarrel might be founded. 'Vhen thia failed, 
Captaio Wade fell back on the report• supplied by Mr ll!a9'on in 1835.(18) 
Ca.ptaio Burnes had learnt, on his way to Cab<lol, how easy would be the 
adjustment of the Peshawur question on tho part of Runjeet Singh.(19) On 
arriving at Cabool, be found Dos.t l\.lahomed anxious to come into all the 
views of Government. 

Persian influence was rapidly on the decliOe: an1l thOU!!;h a Persiaa Elchee 
was then known to be on 11is way to Cabool, it seemed doubtful if he would 
be received; if he bad been so) there were no offers which he could have 
made wbich would havo been placed for a moment io tho balance o1tgainst 
those of t11e British Government.(20) Oar Envoy, ten days after his, arri .. 

l'l, In a. private letter, dated Cabool, SOth OctoberJ Burnes thus writes:
" I hardly know what the Govcrnme-nt of India. will think of my measure&. for 
my lioe of conduct is only indicated by them, not marked out. I a.in in a very 
critical position, and they tell me so tt)fidem verbil.'' l\.fa.sson complains 
incessantly of this matter; he quotes a. letter from Burnes, in which the writel' 
says~--'t 1\'Iy last accounts from CalcutLa. arc, in plain language, as follows,-
that J.ord Auckland looks with great anxiety to hear from me in Cabool, a.fter 
I ha.ve seen a.bout me; the mea.n.ing of which. is clear enough, that tl:i.ey are to 
act after I ha.va reported. This looks. like t<:la$ting our toe,,, at Ca.boo! for the 
winter/' · 

18. l\:Iasson7a: Travels. 
19. 1Ve .have, in the text, given Burnes's own views of this matter. Mas

son's are &lmost word for word the same. In commenting on a latter received 
on th.tt subject from Captain Burnes, lie- sa.ys. '<. '\Vhile- perfectly aw:lre that the 
occup .. tion of P~wur wae unprofitable, and the constant sonrce of a.larm and 
inquietude to Runjeet Singh, and sathfted that he would relinquish it it' solj .. 
cited to do so, I h3d not hoped that he i.vould ha.v-0 voluntarily come forwa.rd 
and o.xpressed a desire to be eased of it."-Masson, vol. H., p. 447. 

20. Durnes's Letter to Sir ,V. M·Naghten-cabool, Oct. 4, 1837-Blue Book, 
1839. 'Ve .shall require to refer to these papers almost incessantly for some 
apaee to come. 'fbcy form a continued ser1-es from the 25tb SeptemQer to the 
lst Ma)~. 'l'h-0.se quoted as u unpublished papers" are fragments of the ori
ginal despatches as forwarded to Government. They \Vere suppressed bX the 
Board of Control lvhen ordered by Parliament to bo published ii:rl839. rhey 
give a totally altered complexion to the condact of Dost ~la.homed. 
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val, was elosetted with the Ameer~ and found birn most frank and circum
stantial in his explanations. He l1a.d been befOre1 all already explained under 
a previous head~ on treaty of alliance with Persia; he declared that he al· 
l'ea.dy bitterly repented ever having had anything to do with that country
the more especially since he bad received tbe Governor-General's no
tification of Captain Bui:nes's intended mission. Ile stated that the 
Candaha.r negoeiatioos wit.h 1\{ahomed Shah were entirely withGut his 
eoneurrenee, ancl 1nuch against bis inclina.tion. If the aft"airs of Pesha
wur were ever adjusted, he sa.iJ he would be expected to have no more oc

casion for aid from any oue i but whether the British Government interested 
itseJf in tbis or not, he 'vas re.solved to do every tbiug he could to show his 
respe<.!t for its wiahes; if he couid not succeed in regaining our friendship, 
he was equally r~olved tu lu1ve not'niag nioro to do with Persia. It was 
imposs.iblc that anything couhl ha,•e been more .satisfc1ctory than l.lli:4, if we 
rectlly were in earnest in our desire to treat with him as an independent 

sovereign. 1.1he sarne t1Jne of friendship was 1naiatained with the roost per
fect consi.steney to the end, when QUr offet·s of alli.4nce became so absolutely 
insulting, considering the tenas on ,,.bich they were 1nade, that he l1ad no 
choice left but to decline them. The fullowing extract ftom a private letter, 
dated Cabool1 3(}th Octol.Jer, gives Captain Bu.rne$'$ opinions in a more con· 
cise and graphic form than do his Cou1munieations with the Gover1unent er 
India, though the two are in substance identical:-

'' Cabool, 30th October, 1837 .-Here a hundred things are passing of the high .. 
esi. interest-1 arrived ht!'t'o:! on tbe 2-ltb of last rnonth, 1n1d ba.11a Ii.ad " very cor~ 

dial rt>eeptlon-Do11t !tlab.omed Kh.an has fa.llt!ll into all our views, and iu so doing 
bas either thought for himself, Ot' foiJowed my counsel) but for doing the former l 

gi.ve him tfve1•y credit, nnd tbings now &tand w, tbat I think we are on the thres. 
hold of a. ocgc:>tiaLiOQ wi\h King Runjeet1 the basi.i of which will b~ his wiibdrawal 

from Peshawar. and a Barukzye recei,ing it as a tributary of Li'l.bOre. tlie Chief qi 
Cabco) sending his son to ask ps.rdon.-'Yhat s11y you totliis aftt:r all that has been 
urged of Dost l\lahomed Khan'~ putting forth t-XtraYa,gant prelo:!risio11s? It1.uijeet will 
acet><le to the plan I atn certain~ l.iut. '*'*• is a., great li1tle 111an, it' you comprf'bend 
what I meu1, and while he is looking to the horizon (to use his own words) of po

litiC$ and <"Onsidtri1.g, t'Veuts crowd on, and t1puil bill ~pecc.1la1io113, I have. 
in bt'l1alf of Governml:!nl, agret'd to stand as tneOia1or bl'ht"een the parties1 and 
l.lcst ~11.homed has eut ar;;ur1dtr all his connexion with Russia a11d Persia, aud 
rtfuu:d 10 recehe 1Le .Atnbassador from the Shah now at Caudal1ar.-JH;i brotl1ers 

at tl1a1 cit~ have however caressed the l'eriian Elehee all the more for this, 11od l 
have ~lit thl'ln ~uch a Junius as I beli~ve will astonish them. I bad indeed rea
son to act promptlJ, for tliey 1111.ve a .:mn aetti1•g out for •.rehran witb presents to the 
Shah a.nd the llussian Ambassador, arid I hope l 1>l1all be iu time to ex11laiu our 
houility to :saoh co1:doct.- Evt!TY thit1g here Las ind~ed run well1 and Lut for our 
deputation ii't du~ time it happt!nt!d> tb~ 11.ouse we occupy w<iu!d have beeu tenant-



41 

ed by a Russian Agent and a Persian Elchee. l hardly koolf what the Go\tf'rn
ment or India will tbiaik of iny measures, for my line of conduct i:a only in.diaa.td<l 
by thl:'m, not markll'd cut.- Yet I am inspirited by their fr~,e u;e of l•udatory ad• 
jtct.lves regarding my proceedings bitherio-* '* I am in a ver1 eritiaal posi ... 
tio11, and so tl1ey tell me-toddem Verbia,-but I like dHiictilties-they are IDJ 

bTandy." 

We have already had occasion to refer to the utter want of instruc
tions frum which the nlission sutftlreJ on first reaching:- Cabool. So far 
from this having been remedied, it became aggravated each month of 
their stay, The pure DO meaning of the ter1ns· u Persian aggression11 and 
" U.ussian iotrigne11 puzz1eJ thetn fa.r 1nore than the pha:Ho1ns they ap
prehended woultl ha.ve done if converted into substantial re.ilitic.s. I\fr 
M 1N cil sounded the double alarm, tha.t Persia was abo1lt to march on 
Ilerat, Candahar. dnd Ghoznie, a.nJ that l\lahomed Shah and Do~t ~la
homGd were about to f~rm an .a.Uianci;:-ont of which :,ome fearful and 
indefi11iite mischief was to spring, whose form was too dreadrul to be 
described, its power to., terrific to be resisted. Do$t Ma.ho1ned was 
forbiJJeo to make terms for himself with Pel"$i&, on paia of ou.r 
severest displeasure, and the Arneer at once deelal'ed that if this would 
please us, we should ha.v-c no ~r ou111h of dissatisfaetioa: be had tl't'ta.ted 
with Persia as he bad done with other powerj, with a view of strengthening 
his authority, aud withGut:. any idea of annoying us. But then again, 
l)er$ia threatened to advance towards Cabool with a view to invasion. This 
intention, lvhich, whether real or pretended, we have erery reason to bclievo 
incapable of being carried into effldct, was flllly_believed in as practicable and 
imminent by the whole Persian mission, (21) by Dost 3.lahomeJ1 aod the 
1nen1ber" of the ruis:sion a.t Cabo!ll ; Captain Burnes ha.,-tng offered bilnself' 
to serve with the troops of Ca.nJahar, and to assist the SirJar with money 
in case it should be carried into effect. {22) It was implicitly relied 
on by I~ord Auckland, and is yet hclJ a~ au unquestillnable az•tiele of creed 
by the then chaifman of the Board of Oontrvl. (23) Yet Lord Auck.land de-

21. S~e letters of l\Ir Ellioo, hfr !\:l'Neil, I\Iajor 'l'od, &c. from 1634 to 1838; 
they will be foua.d 1nore t'ully quilted a.ud reterred to under th.G i!e?a.t and 
ltussit:.n heads~ 

22. Burnes's printe letters, also despa.tches.-See l\Ir !\lacna.ghtcu's letter, 
dated Belleiry, 20th Ja.n., severely blaming Captain Burll().j fur having made 
a.n oifer of asfil11tance. Burnes himself says, " 1 entertain the belief tha.t if wo 
keep our footing in Ca.bool a.nd Herat fa.11.!) the presence of 1Ylr Leech alone 
will prevent the Shab. of Persia froin a.1;tacking Candahar.~'-Supprcsscd 
Despatch, 22d February, 1$38. 

23. Sir J. c. Hi:>bhowe's speech, a3.d Jane, 18"2. The ex·cha.irman quotes 
l\.lr Ellice as an authority on the immioence of the dangers ot invasion 1ro1n 
Per.sia. This is nailll enough; he seems to have forgtnlen that the alleged 
ea.use of the war was, the desire o:f Dosr. }la.homed to .screen hituself from t.hiil 
danger, by an alliance with Persia. \Ye would not help him. in. fighting with 
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cJa.red in hi:: minute (J2Lh Aiay, fess), that lie ha<l before stated to L11e 
Secret Committee t1is determination not to oppose the hostile advance of 
Persia upon Candahar or Cabool, whether by arms or money. (24) 1-le, 
ia short, would not permit Dost Mahomed to enter into a treaty to save himself 
from Persian invasion, nor suffer him by alliance with her to protect himself. 
Tbia was the state of ma.tter3 in the beginning of' the year 1838, but a 
cllange in 011r conduct towards the Cabool chief was at hand, to w11ich, 
after noticlng the affairs to the eastward, we shall speedily have occasion 
to advert. On the 25th Dteember, two months after t11e arrival of the 
mission at Cabool, Lieuteriant Leech was dispatched to Candahar to 
ascettaln how matters stooJ in that quarter. The three brothers who 
ruled in 'Vcstern Alfghanistaot were Kc-hun Dil Khan, ltehem Dil Khan, 
aod }leer Dil !Chan: the first described by Captain Burnes as a.n honest 
good man and staunch Soonee; the second, as baving some energy; and 
the third, as possessod of more talent than either of the other two. (25) 
These el1iefa were at this tilne in treaty with Persi:I., with a view lo their 
assisting in tl1e attack <in Herat. It does not appear whether or not any 
hint of the inten1ions of ltuasia as to tile bestowment of the 11rineedom 
on the eldest of the brother Sirdara.1 bad transpired. 'i'he treaty was 
81!1.bmitted to them and agreed to ill Jauuary: (26) how long before this they 
were informed of tbe intentions of Persia and Russia in their favour wa 
hav-' not discovered. If, in the knowledge of this~ they were still disposed 
to break ():ff all arrangea1ents with Persia a.at.I Russia. in our favour, we 
surely could have desired no stronger evidcn~e of their anxiety for onr 
allianco:-aorcoultl we a.ssurcJly blame thern roren.deavouriag to eompltite 
an arrangement so favourable to the:nselves1 if their exertions for this 
l1ad only begun after they saw tbat there was no longer reason to hope 
for our frie11dship, mue:h less for our assistance. Iferat~ aod the territory 

1dependeat upon it1 would ba.ve more than doubled in extent. and tripled 
in value, and infinitely increa.ged in politica.l weight their territorial pos"' 
sessions. (27) However these things may be, we fine.I from the instrue~ 

her, a.nd do.posed hirn heea.u:t1e he \vould not comply with our wishes in cndca. 
vouring to make friends with her I 
. 24. Wo only beoome a.'val'() of the e.l'.:iatence of this very important document 
by a reference to it in a. paper of subsequent date.. It bore a.pon the pa.cifte 
view of the question ~ippa.rently7 a.o.d was therctOre auppressed. 

26. Lieut. Leech.'s dcspitch, 1:2th lla;rcb.. encloses CoL1nt Simonieh1sguaran. 
tee. 

25. Burnes·s lnstrnctions to Lieute11ant Leech. This ver)~ important despatch 
was 01iiitted by Sir .l. Hobhouse on the pul.ilica.tio11 of the Pa.rlia.inen.tary 
Papers. It 1vas found an1ongst. th.e postb.u1uou.s papers of Sir A. Burnell:
we quote fro1u a. copy pu.bli.shcd iu thB Caledonia.n }tfercu.ry of 22d October 
164•. 

27. Quarterly Rsview, J t1ne 1839. The article referred to is a. revi.ew o( the 
inutHated Parliame11tary Paper~. It is belie\"ed tG have be..:in written by Sir 
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tions of Captain liurL1es to Lieutenant Ltweh1 as well as from l1is other 
letters, that by the beginning of December ' 1 tbty liad listened to advice

deeli11ed f;Cnding one of their sons to Persia. as previously agreed to-dfa .. 
missed tbe Persian EJchee,. and began to look with serions anxiety for coun
sel and assistanee towards the British Government, ao.d their brother Dost 
Mabomed. H The Kiog of Persia1 in referring to this, sent back infor-
1uation that their assistance against Herat was no longer desired. ('28) 
Serious and not unnatural apprehensions were however eutertained by 
tbe1n 1 that, in e.a$e of the Shah succeeding a.t Hera.t1 their preceedings on 

this lieaJ 1night so incense hi1n as to furnish him with an exeuse for re ... 
suming his oft.en tbreateneJ measures for an eastward marC;b, wilh a. 
l'iew to the subjection of the countries to which he never failed to 
prefer claims sD often as opportunity occurred : elahns which, when put 
forwardt invariably filled our statesmen with alarm. In reply to & repre
.i;;entatiou frotn the Slrd.a.rsi, a.pparen.tJy to thi3 efi~et, received on the 22d 
December, (29) Captain Burnes stated that, in tbe event of Persia attempt
ing to subdue their chiefsh.ip, he would proceed in person along with tbc 
Ameer of Cabool to assist them; that he would do every thing in his pi!Wer 
to aid thern-even to the extent of paying their troops. 1'he sum proposed 
to be advanced for this latter purpose was three lakhs of rupees-i. e • 
.£30,000. The chiefa declined the pecuniary JIOrtion of the otfer, \Yriting, 
in return, that tbe original intent of their negociations had been to keep off' 
Pers:ia,-tn ruin l{amran, and make themselves masters of Hera.t. This 
was understood to rne.a.o that their apprehensions at this time were more 
frorn the aggressions of the latter than the for1ner power, (30) It is difficult 
to reeoneile this 'vith the previoas representations of the brother Sir .. 
dars. '.fbis propositi0oQ a.ppeareJ calculated to 1neet all tbe exlgencies of 
the case, aS:so.ming that our designs were hone~t,-that we wished to main
tain the B,arukzye chiefa in the po!Oition in which we found theu1 j (31) 

John l\'IcN"eil, a.ncl a.t any rate is embued witb. tho dnrke:st tints of Jtusso
phobia. The writel' hn.d only t.he 1ni11or half of Burnos's paper" to resorL to . 
.He deal.$ in the broadest nsscrtious beyond the records he pt'Otendcd to 
review. 1'he article is full of tn.lont, arul hn.s had more influence in favoul' 
of J~ord. Aucklantl'~ policy than all the othor writings which have been 
published on the subject. Some admirable romarks will be found in the 
Spictat()r news.papez of July 25, 1839. rela.tiug to this subject. 

28. Instt'uctions to Lieutenant Leech~ ut .sttpra.--Culol'.(onicin Mmur.1• 
29. Neither the letter nor the reply .n.ppoa1·s amongst the prioted papers, 

though both must be in tho ha.uds of 1jov(lrnr11ent. \\~ e know ot' tl1e existenco 
of the for1ner, a.nd quote tt1e stlbsta.noo of the latter from Hllrnes's instructions 
to I~ieutcnant I.ecch. The snm offered \Vas state.! by Ma.s:>on• in a ~lSS. 
note t.o the pre.sent writer, at three lakhs-£30,oOo. 

30· Letter of Captain Bun1es to Dost llahomed Khan, April 23, 1838, 'Ve
confesa we aro unable to- :reconcile son1e of tb.ese Vel'y pro1niuent co11tradfo. 
tio11s in tho Pa.rlinmeutary Papers. 

3J. Mr Secretary ~·laena.ghten> in his latter 20Lh Ja.nuary, ju.st a.bout to be 
exnmined in the tex.t, "at1tcd~ that " it was our object ;:i.lso to mark 0our ,vi.sh for 
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but so far from this being the view of th" matter taken by Lord A.u.ckland, 
Burnes's conduct was se,erely censnred, and only not repadiateJ to pre,,.ent 
exposure of tho f.act Lhat he <1-ntl his Government were at variance. A 
different view of it was ta.keu by the Secret Committee of tl1e Court of 
Directors, a.od when tl1e Governo.r·Genera( iatir:na.teti that her Majesty 
bad been pleased to confer the honours of Lleutenant-Col•>nel anJ J{night
bood upon him, (December 1839) his Lordship wa11 ohiigel to confess that 
this very policy which had incurroll his severest displeasure, had been judged 
by the authorities at home as the wisest that co11lJ have been adopted. '\Ve 
learn little more than the abol'e from the pobli:sheJ pa.1ters of the intent of 
Lie11tena11t I .. eech'a mission, or the motive of his resl<lcuee at Candaha:r; 
and here, without regard to orJer of time, we rnay bring the nlrrative of 
the negoeiations in this 1pu.rter to an end. The treaty whh the l{ing of 
Persi~, by wbieh Ilerat was to be made over l.o Kohua Dil !{ban, setne time 
before concluded, had been guaranteed by the Russian ambassador in l\Iarch, 
and probably at this time only waited the sanction of the Cabinet of St 
Petersburgh. '!'his was not only not acoordcJ to it, but Count Si1no1lieh 
was rer:alled ia:unediately on its bair.g known that he l1ad so far exceeJetl 
bis instructions a.s to gh•e the authority uf Russia. as a voucher for its 
fulfilment. Of all tbese things it is to be pret;urned our miniiJleT at Cabool 
was fully aware, as we find by tha prh:1ted papers, that ~lr ].l 1Nei1, then 
in the earup before lJerat, h.a<l been made acquainted with them by !\Ir 
Leech before the ) lth of April. Under these circumstan"is, and with no 
further light before us on the subject than that which the Blue Book. sup
plies, we aro unable to explain liow in the accour:i t given of the arrival on 
tlle first week of April of K.ohua Dil !{ban at Cabool in quest of peeuoiary 
or m1litary aid agahuit Persia, tl1ey l1app0n not to be Tet'l!'rred to· Tbere 
was at this tin1e no doubt entertained jn \Vestern Affghaniatan tl1at the lal I 
of Her<lt was at ha.nJ ;(32) and apparently in anticipation of the speedy 
occurrence of this event~ the S1rdar waited on Captain Burnes, with a 
view of obtah1ing a direct promise of protection from Per~ia, shoulil 
ihe, in the event of succeeding in her pre$ent eJl.'.pedition, adTance with 
hostile purpose to the westward. It is difficult lo suppose, after what 
i.ve know to have ocenrretl,, that the apprebcnsion p~tended eould real· 
ly have been experi~nced, or if it had been so, that the supplies ap-

the maintena.uec in their aclual position of all the chiefs of Aft'ghanistan, being 
the most just coui-so of proceeding in it.self, a.nd as the e.x.lsting division of 
power amongat them v.·as ft.>lt to be on the whole d"'ctde<lly most beneficial to 
:British interests." lly the ntiddle of :\lay Lord A.ucklaud had come to conclu~ 
liions exaetly the opposite of' those ! 

32. Burnes·s Despatch, 25th April-Blue Book. It is curious that Mt 
J\l'Noil, writing a.t this same date from the camp before Ilcra.~, appriso.s Lord 
Palmerston that there ia uo apprehension of its fa.U. 
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plied for could have been expeeted to be received. i· et the enormous 
amount of treasure which we hat! la'lishe1l in Persia cau:sed it to be 
believed throughout the whole of Central Asia, that whenevel' we in
terposed our authority1 or proffered friendly offices, money would he 
seat•ered in almost boundlcsz:1 profusion. The expensea of the embassy 
a.t the Court of Teheran~ including subsidy, amounted to about £128,000 
anuua11y betwixt 1809 and 18271 and betwixt this latter date and 1837 to 
about £10,000 a.· year, or in all to abo11t two a.nd a hif.lf millions(33)-a sum 
justly deemed enormou!I by us, till taught by the Doorannee alliance tliat a .si· 
milar one mlght annually he required to- maintain a so-called wia:e aad popular 
Suddozye sovereign on the throne of C.ibo11. The able writer in the 
Quarterl.!1 Review states1 that "the hope C>f playing otf Engla.'ld against 
Russia aod Persia, an I thes'E! y1owers against England, aud Lhe prospect of 
advantage to the1nsel11es 1 which they believed to be opened tC> them by a 
eompetition between states so powerful and we1lthy, for their a.ttaehment
divested their comn1unieatioos of all sincerity, and enough transpired to de
stroy every feeHng of con6Jence in their good faith~ .A. comparison of dates 
will shew tlia t they were a.t tho sa.1ne liine liolJiog out to EoglanJ on the 
oue side, antl to Pel'!!ia an l Rn~sia on the -other, professions of the mo.st 
cordial attachment and ex:clusivc allian<!e.'' Of thi;i last mentioned fact 
there is no sort of doubt-the first two assertioni are pure assumption$, 
Russia and Persia in agreeing to the CiHSion of Ilera.t, sbo-ulJ it fat l before 
the armies of l\Iahmoud Shah, had guaranteed all that was desired of them 
already, and more perhaps than ever ha.J been hoped fur before. There was 
therefore no reason why England should be pla.ye I off against them. From 
us, agaio, the a.id they asketl was purely C<)uJitional on two contingencies, 
neither of which ever arrived-the fall of Ilerat, and the Ito.stile advance of 
Persia, with a view to the conq11est of the Aff~han states to tl.le eastward. 
"\Ve can only suppose this <laoger lo have been apprehend~J as tbe result of 
the alliance tJ1e Sir<lars had ~ntered on "\ri.th n!1 and the indlgna.tion the 
]{inbof Per.sia 1night have been expected to have felt at the slight put upon 
him and his offers of alliance, so soou as C<ipta.iu Burnes promioed tbe1n the 
frieodsl1ip of England ; or the alternative ver:1geance of Karnran Shah, 
should the siege prove unsueces.:iful. Captain Burnes bad fotinerly been 
severely snubbed for offering aid of any sort : ba of eourse. - now· 011 

the eve of his departure from Cahool-!iad no choice left bat to refuse 
it. Ho probably began to suspeet1 lvhat proved to be the ease, that the 
Government of India.desired aay thillg rather tha.o the coociHatio11 of the 

33. Pamphlet of' Sir Hartford Jones Brydges, late ambassador a.t the Court 
of Persia. ; Lon,, Oct. 1838, Lord Auckl;l.nd considered the fa.II of He rat, aud 
the consequent a.dvanoe of Persia. ea.stwarJ, :u the most probable ovcut ~o la.te 
as the 12tb May. (See Siml3.1"lioute of iha.t date.) 
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Affghan chiefs. Hatl it been ot11erw·ays, we could reatUly bav;! afforded to 
promise them a.II tliat they desired fro1n us:, conditional as thh way on two 
t11ings never realized. If llerat had filJlen, antl Persia advauecd, we should, 
if we had ]eft her progress unopposed, have permitted her r.o take up a posi
tion, t11rough sheer lust of conquest, which would have enabled her to assume 
a threatening attitude towar<ls us, the idea of which Lord A ock land pretende•l 
to deplore.(3!} The arrival and requisition of Kohun Di! l(han-an event 
of &.uffici.ent importance lo warrant the present amount of retnark, wa~, in all 
likelihood meaat for no other enJ. t11an to ascertain, by a. specific riropnsi
tioo, wl1a.t at any ra.te were not the intentions of the GO"rern1nent of India ; 
that some sort of conclusion 1night from this be draw-11, as to wl1at they pro
bably were. On this last point Co pt. Burnes "i'P'as unable to form anything 
Hke & conjecture; he was as much at a loss as the Ameet' ,or Sirdar, what 
\vas meant to be tl1e r~sult of his :nissio11 1 and long after his deparLure, wlieo, 
as it appears fro:.u the minute oft.he 12lh or ~111y, Lord A ucklanJ's mind was 
1uade op for &omething very warlike, he "\\'t'ites to 1lr l\Iacnaghten, un
der date29th June, illUieatinz how 1nucl1, he wa,~ at a )o;;s to conjecture th~ u:
timateintentiousof Govern!llellt,-not more .s 1 th.~n they the:nselves appear 
at the time to ha.ve heeo.(35) Accounts being for the presel\t clooed :i.t 

Candahar, the condition of the state of atf..i.irs at Cal>o.ol falls to he resuined, 
baek as far as the arrival of Lieut. Vicovich on the 20th Decernber. Sub· 
sequent events have brought tnany things to light i!t reference to the eba.ra.c .. 
ter antl position of this adventurer. of \fh:ch )Jr l\I'Nail anti Capt. Burnes 
'Were at the time necessarily ignora.ot; yet it Joes seem most unaei::o11nrabl1•, 
that, taking into consideration the only o!)jects which C(>tlh.l by possibility be 
conterriplateU Dy llussia., suppoaing her Hkely to puraue the eatne priu<iiJ>les 
of action which had in all other qu:rrter.s throughout guided her policy duriog 
the past and present reign, and tlte questionable sha.pe in which ,\rh!ovich at 
first and throughou.t appcired,-sueh consequence shoulJ h.1..,·c been. attach et.I. 
to his approach, and s?Jelt ill-supported i11fercnra! <lrawu frotn his detention, 
This man is reported by Captain Uuruesasa. Cossack Lieutenant; by Sir J. 
c. Hobl~ouse as a renegade PoJe, llis eredentidls appear to have con~htel of 
a letter, professedly written by the Emperor hi111se1f, not by any secretary or 
minister-a circumst~aeesuffi.cient to have cxcite1l suspicion. (36) I-le was 

34. Lord Auckland's l\Iinut~, dated I2th Ma.y 1838.-'Yc have copied his 
Lords11ip's obser ... ations nl1nost verbatim. It was curious, that when so 111uch 
alartn wna. experienced lei;t .Peniia should adyance, 1ve refused to permit any 
steps to be taken for driving or k('eph1g her back. 

35. See letter quoted i11 pa1·t, unfah·ly as u:;ual, by Sir J. C. Hobhoasc in 
his speech of 23d June. It i~ given e11tire in the JJambay Times of tbe 24th, 
and SumtM'l'JJ of the ZTth, August. 

36. Masson's Journeys. &c. In quoting lllr Masson on this subject, '1'e aro 
bound to state, that whatever he writes in rcf<;>renc-c to Captain -Burne~, tc,)rs 
aa appearance in the la~t d('g-rec 5uspicious. 
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flai~l lo have hoen provided with money, which be promis(:d liberally; but 
there is not the slightest rea.son to believe that ever it ma~io its appearance. 
He bore with him a genuine letter1 of a. general and perfec~ly inoifensiv-e 
character, from Count Slmnnieh,. which appears amongst the Parliamentary 
Papen;., expressive of respect and pron1islog presents; but the preseotsthcm
selves, like the peenniary assistaace-, appear nerer to have reached their 
de;;tination. (37) He spread reports in a.H <lireciions" that he was sent to 
intimate the arrival a.t Astraba.d of a Urge Rdssian force destiued to co-ope
rate with the Shall'S army against lierat.' 1 (39) This we now know to 

have been a. falsehood so monstrous, tl1at the man who eculd l1ave had re
course to it was wholly untrustworthy. So mnch opposed to this was tho 
fact, that every Russian soldier in the service of Persi:t was ordered, in the 
course of the <siege, to return to his own country to prevent the possibility 
of suspicion. I-le \Vas admitted hy Count Nesselrode to have been senl by 
tOe RnssiaQ ambassador at Teheran as a commercial agent. and lt is now 
demonstrated that even in this cap;i.clty his rank mu.st have been of the 
11umblest. l\lr I\l'.Naghten alludes to him as appearing io this cliaracter, 
and Captain Burnes himself, in ooe d ... spatch, declares li is disbelief that 
lie eould by possibility be acting on t11e instructions of the imperial 
court. He was ordcretl back by Geoer&l Duhamel, aod wheq he disap~ 
pearetl nea.r Uandahar, 'vhere he i$ t1upposel to have bee11 mnrderedt (39) 
no ootic:ie Qf the eveut was taken by his Government. The missio11 of 
J ... ieutena.nt Vieavich1 as already stated, was explained by the Russian 
minister to have been in retllrn to a. messenger frorn l)ost l\:iahomed. Tho 
arrival of this m1n '<fith his letter1 siys Charles i\lasson, l' a;;tonished the 
Atrn•-0rl p:~rticnlarly as he was uneooscious or having written a letter to 
Russia. He did not at the tirne reinember I-iussein Ali [the mesaenger 
sent to St P~tersburgh, 'vho was said to have fallen sick a.nd been de
layed at 1Ioseow] and he required to b9 told that he was the son of Baji 
Nurwari. I:le then observed, I gave hiin no letters, an•I ~lirza. Samee Khaq 
[tlle mi11iste1•J e:cpla.ined that he had written one, and claimed for himself 
n1t:ch credit for liaving procured the Arr.ee:r the hononr of a reply from the 
Emperor. (40) 1Vhether tbe Ameer believed his ~1irza or not I cannot 
tell. It was known that llusi;ein Ali had accoinpanied Vicovioh from 
Bokbara to Orenb11rg. llis noa·appeara.nce with the Cossack officer was 
considered badly ac.!ounted for by the pNtence stated that he was sick at 

37 . .Masson1 in a !.IS. not-0 in the Quarrerly. stat.es tha.t they never were re. 
ceived. 

38. l\rr l\:l'Neil to Lord Palrnerston.-Parlinment.ary Papers. The circula.· 
lion of tho report is deponed to by 1r1assou, MS. note. 

39. Mas.son's Travels. Sir J. C. Hobhou:se's Bpeech .. 
40. ~1ass.on's Travels, vol. iii. p. 46-t. 
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f\Ioscow, and the general opiniQn was tbat Vicovieh hall murdered him: 
and this I state not wishing to belie Vico'Vich 1 but to shew the little respect 
in wliich his mission wa.s held." H The reception ofVico\'ich waa not such as 
he had reasoa to boast of, nnd in the honse or ~lhta Samee Kha.a he resided, 
in fact, under surveillance." 

'fhis agent remained some seven or eight months a.t CabooJ. 1Ve can
not discover in any papf!r, public or private, a single overt act of intrigue 
laid to his chargf'. With all the means autl appliances pos~essed by 
the ~arh:nls missions at Ca.boo!, Candaliar, Herat1 ;i.nd Teheran, wbieh seem to 
have been resorted to so uosparingly, and with such suceess, that scnrecly any 
oomn1unication of note esea.pcd themt not one letter1 eitbcr- to or from Vico
vich. frum aoy party whatcv~r 1 has ever been prodaecd or referred to. llis 
vocation seems to have been limited lo " a system of enormous l,ying"-to 
the f'Xhibitiou of his Cossack uniform, anr.l certain 1ny.stcrious closehngs 
with the.Chiefs, with a view, probably, an their partt ta discover whether 
the man, to whose appearance we attached such mighty consequenee, had 
really heeu in trusted with any commission at all t'row his Government, or had 
any fuoc;tion whatever, above those alreaJy JescribeJ, a.s.~igncd to him, with 
the wish on his side of appew.rlog a greater ma.n than till now he b.a.<l dreamt of 
becoming. Political quacks of this sort have been found ta ernan'lte from other 
countries than ltllssia. without being similarly successf11l in a.ttraeling .atten
tion. Yet, if Couut Ne~se1rode, with h.alf hil:J Cabinet, had been at Cabool,, 
with a lt11r.sian a.rmy half-way on its march lo Delhi, greater consequence 
could har(lly have been a.ttaohel to tbe1u than that with which we finJ this 
miserable adventurer treatad in the official papers of Lord Aucklanll and 
LorJ Palmerston, and in ha.If the other despit.che3 ! About the 20th of 
January, Cap!ain Burlleli received letters of datc3 25th November and 2J 
Dec., from l\.fr .bl1Naghten, giving him, for the first time, a.pparent1y sotne 
definite instructions OQ one or two poinls as. to how he wa~ to proceed and 
what to require, for up to U1is period lie seems on both questiaos to bave been 
left to follow l1is own diacretioo. }'rotn this it appeare1l, that though Run~ 
jeet Singh was assorted lo be un1ikely to consent to the restoration of Pesha
wur to l)ost Ma.homed, }le rnight probably be induced to make it over to its 
former ruJer,-Sooltan ~JahomeJ Khan, the Ameer's brother. It is siogu .. 
Jar, that up to the thne of the publieatiou of the Simla Proclamatioo, the 
Governor-General had never taken the very sirnr1le an'l obvious step of 
directly a.scertainiog from the ~la.harajah hilnsgJf whether or oot be would 
cede Pe~hawur without olijectioo~ Captain Burnes and Mr l\la.saon, the 
only t\VO authorities referred to on t11ese matters, had both assured Go
vernment, as has already been stated) that the Seikbs would at this 
time have been most thankful to have got rid of it: and wantetl btit. 
tbe pretext of our inlerpositioa with them to savo their honour, to make it 
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over to a.ny one we were Jispo~~i to have na1neJ. {41) It appears to have
occasioned much mortifieation in the Simlaea::.inet.1 that the Atfghan chie18:, 
011c and all, baJ como so readily into our views, as to leave scarcely a 
siog1e point on whieh to disagree with them. It looks as if serious appre .. 
hensioos had been entertained that Runjeet Singh, if applied to, inight 
have manifes.ted so mueh of the same complying spirit, aa to have left no 
room for a qua.l"rel, the only thiug \Yhich from the commil!ncement appeared 
to have been determined on ; and relieved us eten from the impertinence 
of intruding the off.er of our friendly offi.oe.s on those who de:9ired tb~m 
not1 11.nd 1dood in: no nce:l of lbem. Sooltan Mahomed Khan, it will be 
Tecollected, was stripped· of all authority ''hen Dos.t ?lilahomed obtained 
power at Cahoot, b~t had the hllolf of Peshawur assigned tG him in compen .. 
sation for his loss. Ile had from this time forward been constantly ea
gaged in plots against his brother: it was in the course: or one of tliese ''hile· 
intriguing with the Seikh::i, that Hurry Singh sei2ed on his territories, as 
well as those of the Arneer on the Attock io 183!. At this very time the 
Ameer had just been maao acquah1ted with a.a ictriguo agaiost him that 
had origioatcd at Peshawur i Sooltan l\1ahomed Khan having sent an 
agent to the Sllah Soojah at Loodianab. with a view of obtaioiog his restor
ation. l'be position in which matters at this time stood will be most readiJy 
understood by the republfoation of one of the mutilated despatches of 
Captaio Burnes, extracts. from which are to be found io tb.e Blue Book. 
'The portions marked with single inverted eommas were suppressed by the 
.So.a:rd ol Control on its original a.ppearan.ce, and have been ex.Lracted ftotll 
hi~ ppsthumous papers :-

Ca.pt. A. Burne.s to W. H. Macna.gl&ten, Esq~ 
(Vid.i BI"" Book, No. V. p. 22.) 

Sir, Cn.booJt 26th January, 1838~ 
'I have now the honor to .a.ck.nowledge the receipt of your letters of tho 

'25th Nov. and 2od of December last, which re&chcd me about the sa,me tim&, 

41. u Dost lliahomed Khan, ah.iefly in aonsequence of his reliance oi:. 
Persian encourn~ement a.net a.a:si.stn.nee~ persis.ted, as respected his ruis11nder
standings with the Seikhs, iQ. urging the most unreasoua.b!e pretensions., such 
a.s the Governor-Goneral could not, coo.si.stoutly with justice and his recrard 
for the friendship of the Ma.ha.rajah Runjeet Singh, be the channel of isu.bfilit
tin"' to the consideration of his highness.''-Simla. Proclama.tion. It w&a 
snr~Jy a. pity that they should JlOt a.t .n.ny rate ha.ve been subrnitt.ed,. w11en 
Lord Auckland ha.d such strong usurancea that had they been so, they would 
ha.ve been favourably considered. T.b.e pn.ssage a.bout n.ssistancc from Persia 
contrasts curiously wlth the paragraph in t.he Sim.la. minute of 12th .May already 
referred to, '"hero auoh serious apprehensioas are expected by his Lordship, 
t.ha.t Persia. might, in sh~r lust of conquest, occupy Affghani.3tan. altogether. 
1Vas: it Persia.n alliance or .Persian invasion that was apprehended! They 
seem to have boeu put forward altttna.tely just as suited. Su: J.C .. Hobhowi:• 
feared the la.tter when he la3t expre•sed hiuusulf on the :subjec~. 

I 
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•and conveyed the vlews of the Rigbt Hoo. the Governor General'regarding the 
ovl'rturcs ma.de by Dost BJa.homed Khan, for adjusting 11is dift'cl'onccs with tbo 
Sikhs, and the apprehon~ion that the Maharaja.h would not be disposed to sur· 
render Pel3hawur on those ter~ but be more likely to restore it to Sooltan 
lrlahomed Khan, its former governor. I lost no time in making known these 
circumstances, 'as well as the sentiments of his Lordship on them,' and the 
policy which it would be advisable for the Ruler of Cabool to pursue. 

2. After listening with COJisidcrable attention to ivbnt I impressed upon him, 
the Ameer proceeded to make his own oomments on what was recommended. 
He- said that he felt sa.ti.sfied that the Britisl1 Government was actuated by the 
JIWSt pure at1d upright motives in making knon·D ils sympathy with the $u:ffer
iogs of the .Affgha.n nation, and that, in seeking to apply $ome remedy t.o them1 

it only followed tbo generous course for 'vhieh it 1vas celebrated throughout 
Asia.; that thcro were, howover, Ob$taclcs a.nd objections to 'vhat had been 
reoom1nen(lerl,. 'which the Government of India. might not ki:.ow' 'vhlch. it 
behoved him to unfold, '£-0r its deliberation,' before any adjustment of differ .. 
ences on such terms was ca:rried into effeet. 

a. ((In ofiering to render tribute, hor$es, and apology, to Runjeet Sing, and 
to hold Pesha.wur under him/' continued he, '' r ,vas actuated by no moth·e of 
hoatility to Sooltan 1'.lahomcd Khan: hil is my brother~ and though we have 
difforcd, the rancour is on his .side) and not on mine. l stated that I ''ould 
secure to him and his brothers the jagheers they eujoy; and this, with iv hat 
would have to be po.id, would not ha.ve rendered it a. very profitable a.ppondage 
to my power; for these were precautionary meaau1·es to secure nlysclf in 
Caboo1, and ptevent injury befalling me-. Of Ruujeet Sing's power to invade 
me in Cabool, I bn.r-e little fea.r; of his po,ver to injure me, if he :reinstates 
Sooltan ?Uahomed Khan in the government of that city, I havo great apprehen .. 
eion, for in it. I see a Mahomedan ruler instead of a Sikh; and had tbe ~Ia.lia· 
rajah been more convcr.aant ivith the politics of Affgba.nistan, ri.nd bent on my 
dMtruction, he might ere this ha.ve succeeded, had he not displaced Sooltan 
Mahomod Khan from Pesha.wut", and supplied him 'vith funds to corrupt those 
about me, who aro iuimioaJ, and envy tho rise to my present elevation. 

4. " At the present time, many of the chief::i who beloDgcd to Pesbawur ~ 
and their Tetainers, are aubsisted by me. They fled from their country on 
its invasion by the enemies of our religion, and on my brother becoming a ser
vant to them. Itco.nnotbeet1pposedthatwiihmy limited revenues I can ei
th<.r gi\~o to there persons 'vhat they a.re entitled to, or wha.t thoy rooeivecl in 
.their own country; but at this moment I expend about 9P,00:> nu.pees annu
ally in giving then1 bread. 'Vhen Pesbawur is Testored, these individuals will 
of course leave roo, and along with them will proceed eYery one who may 
take-Offence at his merits not being a.ppreciatod as ho coosiders they deaerve ; 
and thuis, instead of being fro.; d from enemies, I iehall be lowered among my 
countrymen far below my present situation ; and, fa.r from being free from 
dangtt, as a.t present, ha\'e that situation most certainly endnugered. I think, 
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t.b~reforc, that I see in the contemplated plans for altering the arrangement 
for governing Peshawur, a recUftcation ot tbe enors of the Ruler of Lahoro ; 
and that his de.signs are sinister, a.nd his object to draw the .British Govern· 
meut unawarea into them. 

5. 1' In tbefriendly expreuion of the feeling entertained towards the .Aff'
ghans by the British Government, I see clearly, that it would not permit itself 
to be made a party to my desi.Tuction, If you are not disposed to Btrengthen 
my hands, and raise me a.bove the ra.nk which I at preaent enjoy, it cannot be 
your intention, with offers of sympathy, to bTing a.bout my ruin. On that point 
I am at ease; but in separating us an one from another ; in seeking to keep the 
chiefs ft-om being dependent on ono another J you a.re certainly neutralizing 
the power of the Affgban nation, and sowiug the seeds of futnre dissension. 
Your object is to prevent harm ; you will preveDt good. Yo11 will secure to 
yourselves the gratitude of PeShawur, of the Eusufzycs, the Khutucks, and the 
tribes naa.r the lndus ; but as for myself, you open a no\V door of intrigue 
ag'ainst me ; and a.a you see injury likely to accrue from the Chief of Ca.nda· 
har entering on an alliance with Persia, I see injury to myBelf in Sooltan Ma-. 
homed Khan, when restored to hia chiefs.llip of Pesbo.wu-r,. bciug in alliance 
with La.bore : and, above a.111 what security am I to ha.ve that the chief5: of 
Pesha.wur and Candahar will not join to injure me, and be aided iD their de .. 
1igtJ.s by J.:Iaha.l'ajah Runjeet. Sing ?" 

6. To these arguments I opposed thoviews of"the Biitish Government, and 
said tbat it ivould ill tally with its '\Vhihes to find new causes of quarrela:rise 
consequent on an adjustment of the differencea between the Sikhs and .Aff. 
ghaDs ; that as the .Ameer had rev.ounced bis connexion with Persia, wo bad 
in return hoped to do him a. good office by enteriuginto a negociation with 
:R.unjeet Sing on the differences e:i.isting between them,, but that if he was 
thoroughly sincere' in his belief that the restoration of Peshawur to Sooltan 
}lahomcd Kha.u was positivt>ly injurious to him, it was proper to state mosi 
de~idedly tha.t ive had no such design, ' and would be a. party to no mea.sut~s 
• of such a. tendency. I then pointed out the vurious adyantages whfoh must 
' arise from the Sikhs withdrawing themselves to the other side of the In-
1 dus, and I dwelt upon the increase of reputation which must :follow to him. 
' self on his having contributed, by his determined opposition, to the release 
' of his brothers, their wives and their children, from the hands of the Sikhs,, 
& w have once more in the possession of the family the burying place of its 
' ancestors, and to hear again in. a country inhabited by Mahomedans the 
' Summo!lB to prayer (eeza.n,) a.nd secure the permission to follow tho usages 
' otlala.m1 and their MOJques from defilement and &polia.tion." 

, • 7. Giving every weight to what h.a.d been u.rged1 I proceeded to l&y be· 
• fore him (the Ameer), the positive advantages derivable from au altered 
' state of t.hiugs in Peshawur.-' The nurnber of troops cnterWned by you 
• \rill beeomo unnecessary, your increased exactions from tlte merehant a.nd 
c the cvl.Uvator will (:Gaso,, because war with the Sikhs will no longer engage 
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( your attention, decrease <>f cxpence will be tantamount 10 jDcr.ease of re• 
' venue, your resources will be improved, your power concentrated and 
' strengthened, and as to the eha.rge brought forwa:rJ. ot our raising up ma11.y 
' Chiefa in Affgbani&tan,. he was to recollect tha.t th()1i;e Chiefs were his bro. 
' thers, tha.t Canda.har, Ca.bool, and Peshawur, \Vould thus be iu posl!ession 
1 of one fa.mily, the sons of one father, who ha.d a common interest against 
' the enemies ofthcir howe, and whose family differen<'es whatever they 
' were, n1ight be ma.de to disappear when they ceased to be tbrea.tened by a. 
' powerful Ruler like Ma.ha.rajah Runjcet Sing ; that a.s to the neutralization 
' (Jf. the Affgha.n nation '"'hich. he compla.ined of. it was ccrbinly no pai::t of 
1 the policy of the British Government to injure any of the prc:sentholders 
" ot power in this country more th.a.n himself, and that 'We looked to the ge .. 
• neral good of all pt.1.rties; that the A:i:neer no doubt understood better 
' than we did what injured, and ivha.t availed him; but it appeared tome 
& tha.t he had too oxaggerated a view of Runjeet Sing's designs, and tha.t it 
• would oerta.inly be taken into the Co\·ernor GcDeral's consideration, if this 

& subject proceeded ful"ther, how far he sh<auld receive security against the 
t plans of Lahore to be compassed by means of his brothers in Pcehawcr, 
' aud also the nature of the counteraction which would be used to prevent 
• his brothers at Pe&ha.wur and Candahar combining to <lo hi.in injury.' 

B. To this Dost Mahomed Khan replied, tl1at there wore no doubt mtt.uy 
advantages in pl"ospect., and that the arguments adduced had both foundation 
and solidity, but that Ule adva.n:tngcs were chiefly ou. the side of others j that 
he had hitherto been able to stand on the defensive against Runjeet Sing, and 
to do it with somo e!rect; that that Rulcr1s withdrawal was more in.iurioua to 
him on the terms propo!!cd, tha.u his continuance at Pesha.,vur ~that he him
sclf now received a.degtee of respect which he could then no longer command, 
and that it was better to leave things as they were, in tl1c hopes: of some ru~ 
ture charge, than to ahacklc himself by being a party to an arrangement, ivliich 
did him little good, and seemed fraught ivith danger; and in return for 'vhieh, 
things might be expected of him which he could not perform. Pesha,vur, 
aa.ld ha, has been conquered by the Sikhs ; it belongs to them; they may give 
it to whomsover they please ; if to Sooltan l\Iahomed Khan, they place it in the ~ 
hands of one who is bent on injuring me, and I cannot therefore acknowledge 
auy degree ofgra.titude for your interference, or take upon myself to render 
aer1ices in return. ' I admit that it lvill be llighly beneficial in. many i'f'nys to 
11 aee tbo Sikhs once more Eastward of tho lndus, but I still can dispenso ivitb 
1 none of my troops, Dr relo..x. in my precautionary measu1-es, as equal if not 
'gr.:>.ateranxietieswillattach tome.-I have unbosomed mysclfto you,aud 
• laid bare1 without any ;SUPl)rcs.sion, my difficulties. I .shall bear in li4'ely 
"' remembrance the intended good ofilces of the British Government, and I 
' r;haU deplore that my interest did not permit me to accept that whlch was 
' rendered in a spirit so friendly, but which to r:ue and my advisers has only 
11 seel!ll()d hastening n1y ruin. To Runjeet Sing :your interfer<?nce is beneficial, 
' rui ho finds himself involved in serioua difficulties by the possession of Pee.ha-. 
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1 wnr, a.nd he is too glad of your good officC!S to esaape from a place which is A 

' burthen to his finanees, but by that escape a. debt of gratitude U cx.ictiblo 
~ from him, and not from me: and if your Government will look into this mat
' ter, they will soon discover my opinions to be fa.r from groundless, and my 
' conclusions the only sale policy I can pursue.' 

9. The Na.wa.b Jubba.r Khan followed his brotherJ a.nd sn.id. it was undoubt
edly true that the Ameet had not mistaken the evi~ which might enauo to himw 
selt from the entire restoration of Pesha.,Yur to Soo1t.a.n l\laltomed I\:han, but 
that the Atrghan nation could not afford to lose tho sympathy which liad 
Deen e:r.hlbited by the British Government; and an a.rra.ngement mig-ht be 
ma.de on the basis of a treaty which Itunjeet Sin:;: ha.d once entered into with 
the Ameer and his deceased brother Yar- Mahomed Kba.n, which wa., to divide 
Pi?sbawur between them and receive equally at theil' llands a. :fixed tribute. 
Sach an arrangement might nQW be m!tide, and the Ameer ivould be free from 
fea;r of injury, and Runject Sing receive from him. and Sooltan. :ft.fa.homed 
Khan conjointly, the amount on which he was disposed to surrender it. '.rhe 
Ameer added1 that such an arrangement iv-ould remove his fears : and he 
should wish no other person placed there but tho Nawa.b himself, and one or 
two of his own agents under him.' These observations coming from the NaTYab 
' Jubbar Khan are the more remarkablet sinoe he is ·devoted to his brother 
' Soolta.u ~lt1.homed Khan, and would rejoice to see llim restored to .Fcshawur 
' -They consequently carried with me a conviction tha.t the Ameer'& fears are 
' not groundless, and that they will deserve all due consideration before Go. 
' vernment enters upon any mea.surea for att1ching this Chief to its in
t tei-ests.' 

10. To 'the proposition of the Nawab, and tho observation~ of the Am~~r 
which followed upon it, I ma.de no further rem:i.rk tha.u that the plan. would 
also be tak~n into eon~deration ; hut l>efo1·0 proeeedin; fu.l'ther, it wa:5 jn, .. 

cu.mhent on me to ask one categorica.l q11estion : 1 l had statod tlw.t the 
• British Government considered itself con£erring an everlasting faTor on tho 
' Affghan nati1>n by prevailing on the Sikhs to with.draw from thi& sido of the 
~ ln<lus ; that I who had seen this country) c1Jnside1·ed thia a.et as one of the 
' greatest blessings \'fhich eould happen to this people. I had bowo\·er heard 
' from the Amcer. that he did not appreciate this service as we did,' and 
' was l' then 'to consider that he ·would rather ha.vo tho Sikhs in Peshawur. 
; with all their ex:croise ot' preju.dice nnd ~dl the disgrace tlui.t it enta.iled', in 
preference to Sooltan Mahomed Kha.0.'s being restored to his government in 
that city? 

II. The .A.moeT replied1 that this was ecttainly placing the matter in nn ex .. 
treme ligh4 and that he found a difficulty in answering the question: ' .El0 
f admitted fo.lly the advantage.a of getting rid of the Sikhs, and was far fl'Qm 
'depreciating the good offices of removing them if it could be done, but' ho 
\voulJ candidly ask in return1 if tha mode of accompliabing an. act generally 
beneficial were proved to bo detrimental to himself, who had the most s11b-
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atantial .share of power in the AITgha.n domii1ions at this time, it could be said 
to be applying a. remedy to thediffieultie.s under which the Atfghans Ia.boured ; 
a.n<l it iu return for it, the British Government could reckon on thoso acts 
which all powers naturally look LO in return fo:r benefits conferred. 'I ask 
you not to a.id me in achieving a. supremacy throughout this country; bu.t 1 do 
ask to be allowed to stand in tho po:;ition in which you ha.ve found me; if I am 
to be protected from. intrigues in Pesl1a.wur, I will then consider myself beno .. 
fitted, but without such a pla.n o.s tbat which the Nawa.b ha.s stated, Ot" some 
euch other, that places a. Bar11kzye there, which the Govel'nor~Geuoral must 
dcvi!Jc, I foreaee evils \vhich Ct\Dnot h::iive ~ntered into the minds of those \Vho 
are my wellawishers. 

'' 12. •As an instance in point, nt this moment I have been ma.de acquaint .. 
' ed with a.n intrigue that has originated in Pe,,.hawu.r, and as I believe with 
• Re.njeet Siug, whiclt will convey to your Government jus;tcr notious than any 
c. ex.prcs.siong of general apprehension. Soolta.D M3ho1ned Kha.n haa just sent 
c an a.gent to the ex. King a.t Loodianah to otTer his serviees to combine against 
c. me, a.nd f.o accUl'e my broU)cra n.t Canda.ha.r in supporl of this coalition; \vh.a.t 
'secarity am I to receive a.g:iinst a recurrence of such prao.tices? As for the 
•ex·Klng himself r fear him not, heh.as been to() often worSted tu make head 
'here unleu be has aid from the Briti.sh Government. which I am now pretty 
r cert.a.in he 'Will never receive. If my brotl1er at Peshawur however, under A 
•promise of being made his minister, and a.s.sisted with Sikh Agents and 1no .. 
' ney, appears in the field, I may :find that in e;tpressinz my s3.tisfactio11 at. bis 
'restoration to Pesbawur I have-been placing a. snake in my bosom-and I ma.y 
'then, ,vhen too la.te, la.1nent Lha.t I did not let the Sikhs do their worst in.stead 
•of replacing them by another description bf enemies.'' 

13. I have thus placed before the Right llonorable the Governor-General 
the opinions and •iews entertained by the Ruler of Ca.boot, and the nature of 
the a;rguments which I have opposed to them~ t It ha.s appeared to mu that 
•they ea.11 for much deliberation. It will be seeu that tho Chief is not bent on 
'possessing Pesha,vur, or on gra.tifyiog an enmity towards his brothers, but 
•simply purs1.1ing the worldly maxim of securing himself from. injury; the ar .. 
'guments whicl1 he hasa.dduced seem deser'fing of every consideration, o.nd the 
•more so, when n.n avo,ved pa.rtiz.an of Soolta.n )lahomed Kha.n d0es not deny 
'the justice of the Ameer7a objeethn1s. It will be f'o:r His Lordship to judge 
• how fa.1• the British Government 'vill agree to a~ h1tcrfcrence tbro11J;h its 
•Agent tha.t will prevent the (.'hief' of' Pesba.w-a.r from caballing against his 
r bxother in Cabool, and if thi.s could not be brought a.bout by the pli\n suggoat ... 
• ed of placing the Na.wab Jubba.r Khan t11ere on the part of the Ameer, and on 
'L11e terms proposed. It would give Runjeet Sing tribute frotll both the .Amecr 
'and Soolta.n Maltomed Kha.n,a.nd thttsgratify him., while theknolVtl goOO feet~ 
'ing of the Na.wa.b towards the British Government would give confidence to 
• Runjeet Sing in the arrangement, and secure to the British a great reput:ition. 
t in these countries. In the event of this arro.11gero.eot being n.ls<> rejected, it 



f does certainly appear to me thnt we aro boltnd io S()me wa.y to protect the 
1 Amecr from the caball!l of Peshawur and Canrla.ha.r, with.out \vb.ich this couu. 
1 try will become a. scene of strife, iujurious a.Uko to our co:nmsree and our paw 
' Hey. ThOBe Chiefs will acknowledge the Ruler of Cabool as the heaa of the 
• family1 and respect him accordingly, but. they do not admit beiug: dependent 
' on hitn, nor is it desirable to make them so, If \Ve stan<l aloof and do not en-
1 cou.rage Ruujcct Sing to recede, the Ameer of Cab-Ool \Vill hold bis present 
f ground, &inco he is the most powerful of hi:! .fnmily.-1£ we intc1·fe-re, wo en· 
' danger his supremacy such as it is, and consequently it seems incumhen~ on us 
• to prevent such interference being detrimcutt.I.' 

' 14. Under such circumstances: it might bo urged that all interference ha.d 
~ better be avoided, but this, as it appears to me, would be, under the existing 
' state ~f affairs, a very doubtful line of policy~ unless ir. js intended to put 
• :forth the ex-King at Loodiana, secure through hinl a footing in these coun_ 
' tries, and sweep tbe present rulers ftom their authority, whiob ha.s happily 
r never been contempln.ted. Besides the very queationa.ble n:itnro of such a 
' proceeding. it would not gain the objects of Government, for '""El should 
r then bo unable to balauce one Cbief-sbip o.gairut a.oothet, and though we 
' might be sure of him whom we advance to tlle throne of his fa.thcr.s, \Ve may 
' c.J:pericnce bi hi.s successor aU the evil:i of a powcrftJ.l n.Iahomeda.n. neigh. 
• bour. 'Vith the llaru.kzye family hi the three .E:1stern di visions of Aft'gh.3. .. 
' nist.an, we 11ave to deal aa it were witn. but ono house, and we ha.ve tho cer .. 
t tainty of th<tir good will and services for thase good offices, whicl1 'vill keep 
' thern stable, as they are, and prevent then1 iujuring each othcr.-In tinlo, 
' when oue Chief found he could not destroy another, the family differenees 
• will be allayed, a.nd 've shall thus forco into one ma;;s materials wbicl1 a.re 
' le::is incohel:'ent than they a.ppeo.r, and have all that is wished on this impor .. 
1 tant frontier of our Iudfo,u Empire! 

' 15. l havo not licsitatcd, wbilo reporting on a ·question of this 
' magnitude, to give expression to .sonthncntB which have beeq, adopted 
• after mueh reflection. on the sceno of these distt"actiona. Since arriv ... 
' ing here I have seen au Agent of Persia lVit.h alluring promise.s,. 
f aft.et penetratina- as far as Caatlaha.r, compelled to quit the country, 
' because no one \Yas sent to invite l1im to Cabool. Following him, a.n Agent 
f of Uuasia with letters highly complhnenta.ry, and pto1nises 1nore than sub. 
• stantia.l, has cxpe:riencerl no more civility tll:Lnis due by the laws of hospita.
' lity and na.tions.-It mny be urged by some, that the offers of one or both 
c were fa.llacious, but such a. dictum is certainly prem..'1..ture ; the Ameer of 
• Cabool has sought no aid in his a.rgu1nents from such off'ers, but decla1·ed 
' tha.t. his interests are bound up in an allianee with. the British GoveYnment, 
' which he never will desert as long as there is a hope of securing one. It is 
• e" jdent therefore that in this chief we ha.ve one who- is rea.dy to meet us, and 
' from what is. pa.Sliling io Centr~l Asia. at this moment it is any thing but 
' desirable to exhibit; indiffereneo to the lilOlicitations of one whose posi-
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' tion makes him courted, nnd whom aiJ; may render powerful for or again11t 
us~' 

• 16. As this letter contains mattet" which mn.y materially aff'eet au adjust~ 
· rnent of tl1e differences between the Sikhs and Aff'ghaus, I have sent a copy 
~ of it s11ecfolJy to Captain \Vadc.-1 atn not in possession of his let tar to you 
• handing up the 6.rst ovcrturt'ls of the Amoer of Caboo11 a.nd I cannot in con· 
" acquence give my sentimenf.3 thereon, \vl1foh will be receh·ed as an apology 
' for my not having touched upon them in this letter.-Capta.in 'Vade and 
" myself have, 1 am sure, but one object, which hi to gain tbe ends of Govern .. 
' mcnt by using our most .strenuous endeavours. respectively at Labore and 
' Cabool, but I must rcspectt>.lll.}' entreat that Dost l\lahomed Khants views be 
• subjeotcd to striet scrutiny bci'ure they are prllnouneed to be a mere n gra. .. 
' tifteation of' his personal resentments.''- Did I tl1ink so, I would not trans .. 
• niit this letter, but this Chief is perfectly a·ware of the policy we llavemark-
1 ed out for ourselves in this country, and hi$ eondu.ct ha$ been alteady in some 
1 degree pnt to the test by Persia and Russia..-'\rith regard to the latter, tbe 
' impo1·tance of it has now bceoroe manifest by the arrival of a.n exptess from. 
' the Bombay Government, conveying tome thcdespatc11es of our Ambassador 
•in Persia, whieh prove all previous oonjectnres to be well founded,a.nd tha.t 
' Mr. 'Vickovitch is, what he ha.:s. given himself out, an Agent from the EmpeM 
• rot of n.usaia.-'l'ho necessity for a good understanding with this Chief has 
' thus become more than apparent, as the d.a.ngers from such an allianco are no 
'li:niger imaginary1 but.fairly del"eloped.1 

r t 7. I have just :received t1. letter as I finish thii!i, from th.e Amecr to the 
• Governor General, which l: encloscwit.h.its traoslation.' 

I have, &c. 

ALl:XANlJEB Bt:.BN,E.5. 

Notl1ing, certainly, could be more conclusive or eonvincingtha.n the rea .. 
soniPg of the Ameer: the aC<!uracy of bis facts we never disputed. But 
this wa.s a mild specimea of the requirements of t11e Government of India; 
A letter from ~lr ~laouaghteo, dated 20th January,, waa received by 
Capt. Burnes on the 22d of Feb., containing anuther from Lord Auckland 
himself. The }atter Qf the&e was smooth in expression, but imperious in de
mand ; the furmer wss in the la&t degree insolent in both-such only as we 
we1e entitled to prefer to a ruler, who. having placed himself abso}utely in 
ont haod~, was still urging the mo.st unrea.s:onoible and absurd reqne.sts. Tho 
immediate object of this \Vas to intirua.tt: Lord Auckland's extreme dls:
approbation of the assh.tanee proposed to have been given by Burnes to 
Candabar, in the event of an attack from the westward. The principles 
laid down on which Dost M.ab.omed was for the future to be treated with 
were,-first. the Dost being PO'V essentially dependent upon our good 
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offices for the removal of his apprehensions frtnu Seikl1 power, (42) bis 
compliance in having thrown himself on our friendship, and east aside the. 
alliance of other sratesi, was to be taken advantage of i and now that be 
bad left himself without an ally save olU'se]"Ves, we were to abuse, insult, and 
plu.ndet him as the reward of his estee1n and regard for us I Buroes wils once 
more (4$) instructed lo tell him ''that, in the precarious position in which 
he was pJaced, our good offices for the peace and security of his rtmain.i'ng 
terrr'torg should be tbankfully accepted by bim.u This was the language the 
Brittsb envoy was lo employ towards tho rooti.tvigorous minded and enlighten_ .. 

ed ruleor in Central Asia :-a r1:ler wb.o1 from the ti111e our iutereooree began 
with him, ha.11, a.ceordi11~ tn our own account of ths matter, treated all the 
Europeans wl.oever visited bim with t1.-e utmoat kindness and eonsideratton: 
who hating lo~t one of the most ve1Iu11ble p@rlions of bis territory white 
engaged in de't>udinl' l1im~elf ap:ain3t a wretched and unpopular h:nbe .. 
cite, to whom we gave harbour<1ge and assistance, ha.d for four years striven 
wilhuut intermil"sion to regain it-who hatJ in the m.ajority of cases been 

successful, aad io no i:a~e, e'len when compelled to retire, quittin!l' the 
field und..-r &uch cir<:umstanee~ of disaster, as that he did not, within 
three montb1 or any given retreat, return undismayed into the field, 
-a.nd who, w~~ell we officiously interposed our unc11llcd for "good offices, .. 
h11d given the en~my .s.o severe a hanaling, that had we kept away 
they were ready of themsel'les to l1ave corne ju to his terms l ( 44) Thac 
Dost l\1ahomed conld have endnred a. proposition so insulting, evinces 
an .anxiety to avoid otfence almost without & paraJlel io the anoals 
of royal forbearance. \VeU might his hrother reply-''- that governcent 
must be ignorant of the true state of aff'airs in che country; that so far from 
the proffered protection frorn Runjeet Si~ gh being of the oatnre stated, the 
Maharajah had never sought to attack C11bool, a.od that hitherto all the 
aggr_es~ion had been on the part of the Ameer, and not the ruler of La.bore,. 
-" ot his attacks they were under little apprehen!ion."(45) But we must 

~ 

42. Letter of Mr Ma.cmaghten, 9th para~raph. 'fhi& paper does not appear 
in the Hlue Bo .. k. There Ct!rtain1y was good reason why it should have 
been suppreesi.>d as .l maoife-statiou ot the commencement of the roost unjust 
and rigorous system of policy ou record. 'l'he eon1paratively mild letter 
of L•·rd Auekland to the Ameer of the same di!!ite and superscript.ion, is ~iveri 
at length in the Blue· liook, so as to th;ow the odium of the impeudiog tois~ 
u11der~Lan'1ings on Oost :\la11omed l The bullying aud overbearing note of 
the :Secretary told too much. 

43. The same iostrucc.ions appear to have been given in a letter of 27th 
December, uot pubUs1ied. 

44. See extt.1ct from Burnesta Ca.bool, undet" h~ad Peshawur1 note 7; a.lso 
extract from Captain \.Vade'11 Jetter to Mr M-lssnn, under the present head. 

45. This it will be observed, is one ot 1:h1rnt·S'a longest despatches :-tbera 
are just22 liaes of it given in t.he Blue Book, a.nd these are garbled .i 250 line:i 
a.re suppre&sed without intimation! 
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give the sii.pprcssed despateh entire, illustrating as it does the clear and 
vigorous intellect of t110 good Nawa.b, and how ill able the sophisms e.f the 
Indian Governmeot-whjch Captain. Durncs was directed lo employ, to 
bolster up a dishonest course-could stand against the arguments of the 
unhltored Affghan, with right upon his side:-

Captain. Burne• to }V, }f. Macnaghten1 Esq~ 

( Vide Blue Book, No. v. p, 28,) 

Calioof, March 5, 1838. 

Sir,-011 the 23d ultimo., I )11ld tbl! honor to report to you the result of my 
intercourse wlth the Ameer of Cahool, on thE! subject of the ol!"Xtent to wbi.r;:h he 

wa~ to reckon on tbe good offioes of the British Govern1neut1 in 6ll 4dj1Jstment of 
his differences with the Sik.bs, and the returns which would be e;i;pected fra1n him 
in canaequence. 

2. From 'Various quarters I have meanwhi1e heard, that the Rll1e1 of Cabool i1 
but ill disposed to meet Government in iu wi!hes; and the advice given to blrn 
by one of tl1e first individuals whose counsel he sought, 4 viz. l\la homed Khan Byat' 
was tbat he should bike tbe British Governmerit. at their word, and dismiss tl1rir 

agent, since tl1ere was nut.biog now to be expected from bk presence in Cabool. 
From the recelpt of the Governor General's lettel' to lhe present time1 nightly 

meetinga have beeo held nt the Bala B.issar, and 1he Ameer has, on more than 
one oceasioll, giYen •ent"to very strortg e::r.ptessions, both a11 to his rutute proceed
ing~, and the disappointm~nt at the sligl,t degree of appreciation ent1trtained by 

Go•ernment regarding: bim. 
1 3. Oa the morniug of the 2nd instant, I had a 'lisit rrolt'I lhe Nawab Jl:lbbar 

• Khan, who arrived at Cabool on the preceding day f1om his estate, having ;et 
' ou' iinmediately he bearJ of t\vJ dechion 0£ the BdUsh Gov"°rnment. He had 
' previously read His Lordship's leUer to the Ameer, a1~d be luul ju~t come from 
' -.isiting hit brother,-! need not detain Government with a repetition of what I 
f stated to the Nawab, rinCt! 1 made bitn fully acquainted with th~ view& of Go
' Yernmen4 and the only terms which it SP.e1netl just in regard to l\laharaja Run .. 

' jeet Sing~ that we eould tender our good offices, which eon&isted in an e11dea
' tour to use our influence at Lohore to put a &top to future aggrenlon on the part 
' of the R11ler tbe1e on the Alf;&han domiuioos, a.nd tbus re\ea11ing them from the 

' wrath of a powerful iOVereign whom they had offen.d.ed. against the danger of 
' whom t11eir applications in every quarter for auccour afforded manifesc ptoof of 
' their fear and dangeT.-1 furtbf'r told the Naw~b of th.e views of GoY~rnm~nt 
6 regarding Peshaw1.1r, of its re•toration being ia the han6s of Runjeet Sing, Lut 

' most eertain\y it would not be giYen to the Ameer.' 

c 4. The Nawab replied, that the Government mu11t be ignorant of the true state 

• of alfair& tn this country, that it was well kno,._n he w9~ an 1u•qwed and opl·U 

' par1iz~n of the Britis.b, and that he 1nighl therefore give bis opinions with a 

i. frankness that was not liable to be mistak~n; that the good offices 1Jf the Go
' "Ver111nent to J"Umove the Sikhs and their future attacks,, anJ lo make &01nc set .. 
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t tlement in P.1.shawul' wete ptoots of sympatl1y, but his Lordship might not ha'e 
' rellected that so far fcom the proffered protecti11n from U.unjeet Sing being of 

• the v.ilue &tated, that t.he Maharaja had ueve-r sought t,3 attac::k Cabool, and 
•..:that hitherto all the aggr~sion had been on the part of the Ameer and not the 
' R11ler of L111bore--Th.tt. it appeared we valued our otf~rs at a very high rat£', 
' aint..-e we expeet.ed in return that the A:ffgbans would deslst from all intetcouni:e 
' whh Persi::i, Russia, To:trkistan, &o. &:.iJ. &e. Were the Affghans to make all 
' these powers hostile, and to recei•e no protection against tbe e12mity raised for 
' their adberiog to the British? A.~ trn: Pesh••ur being withheld (rorn the Arqeer, 

' it might be got over, and be believed he did not over·rate his infl11ence whb 
1 Sooltan }lahorued Khan when be stated that. he miglit bring about. a reooncilia
' tioo between him and the Ameer i but he must sa.y tha' the value of the Alf
' ghans had indeed been depreciated> and ic.haL be did not wonder at the A.meer':i 
' disappointment..' 

' 5. I raplied to tile Nawab tha1 l really did not comprehend the motives 
• whleh swayed bhn or his brother.-! had before found thaL it 1n1:s not Candahar 
' which he wished to sabdue,. and that tbe difficuhies: about Pes:hawur were not 
c. insurmountable,. and that in consequence it could not be th~t Cbiefsbip which Ute 
' A.mecr sought. to conquer.-~Vhat then were his wishes or expectations? Digni
' ty and respect (izzut wa ikra1U,) was tbe repJy, and t.o be looked upon in the light 

' of being able: to do somethi11g fot the British Gt)vernment, aod for such. service to 
' r«eive its real frie:ndsblp and not a proffer or it• !ly!Upathy, whi-cb did not iasu.re 
' protection from the West, and which dwelt upon the good done on the Easten1 
' frontier by withdrawing Runjeet Sing, or whose attacks they wer'I under little 

' apprehensiun.-The whole $r the Atfghon country, continued he, is now at your 
' back, and no future opport11oity may prova !!O fa\'orable to gai11 a.oy ends whicb 
' you may haTe to establish your inftuenee in Cabool, and if you lose thi•opportuni~ 
1 t1 you will have yourselves to blame.-Before lea.Ying, the Nawab asked me tt> 

' tell him con&denlially it tbe Yeal object. of the GoTernor GeneraPs letters w&a to 
' wid1draw from the .Atl'ghans, or to mak.e friendship with ~em, for lie hoped he 
c. would be told hi~ exact meaning that he mig;bt use his influence to bring about 
c. a good understanding. or at ooce to save himself !tom disgtace, refrain from io .. 
' terfering~ I gave him ao assurance that we did mo&t sincerely sympathize wit.h 
' his brother a_pd all the AIFghans, and I.hat t.he use of lais in8uence would be mueb 
' appreciated, but that after the ell'pUcit letter of the Governor General, and the 
' instructions which I bad received, I would deceive liim if he founded hopes o[ 

' an1 thing fanher b'l!ingdone fortbe Affgbans than what bad been atated.-lle 
' took bis leave, tellirig me that he hoped £or the best, but that he too was di$ap
' pointed. He made also the singular declaration, c.bat if you. W"i&h the good of this 

" country1 you mus.t either pui .;1side by force 'he Ameer, or find som~ means of 
c obliging him.' 

' 6, On the ad instant I had a visit from Mirza Samee Khan, the pTioeipal 
' Secretary, who mado me acquainted, of course by desire of the Ameer1 witl1 what 
• had pas.1ed since I last saw him ; he ataled lhat \be Ameer was more dl"pressed 
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• a.t what had oecurred than he llad eTer been, that be had often written to t11e 
' British G0Tern1nent. .about his affairs, and in return they replied to bim about 
' their own. and a.poke of commerce: 'hat the anr.~r wbi~l1 lie hod hoW'e•er te
• ceived from LorJ Aockland on his Assuming the Government, ditft!ted fro1t1 all 
' ot~rs, and had been mon iu:eeptable: that it now appeared if &he A.meer took 
4 any means which he thought ad,.isable to re~ht Rllnjeet S•~1gJ [twill be eom1idtor
' ed a direct breach of friend;;,hip, so that by t.et-king t~e go11d offictos of the Bf'itis.h 
' he had brought upon himself their enmity inatead of their indiff'erenct>. And (or 

' wl1at did the GoveTnment claim the gratitude ofibe Ameer and from abstaining: 
' from aU cotnmunication with powert to the Wen? tli•t h wo\lld Ute ha gviad 
' offi~s with Runjeet Sing to prevent future aggression, and that the Amt:"er 
1 sbou!d be salisfh:d with thi3 and his remaiu•ng territori.:-a. The Government 

• co.aid not as it appeared to the A.meet haYe kn•wn the true state ot things when 
1 Runjeet Sing had never madeaggre11siofl on Cabool, or taken a juret>b (acre) of 
" the Ameer'• territories. which arc now larger than evert anod &hat he bad hitherto 

• 15Ucce-satully resisted, Be bad howe9"e1' no hope against the Sikhs if the British 
' Government aided or encouraged their attacks, but i1e certainly would consider it 
' unju!>1 if be s.ougbt other aid to hinder Ru11jeet Sing, and the British Go•ernment 
1 interfered.-Thattbe offers~ adjust affairs at Peshawur dtd noteuit •lie Atneer's 
' Tiews, that he waved all e:w:pectations ofthat place for himself &inee it was dis .. 

' pleasing to us1 but. that he regarded Sooltan Mahomed Kb.an and Runjeet SiDg 
c as identified) a11d that by SUC'h a •ettlement his ehara.cter (purdeh) did not remain 
' with the people who had at1ached themse he1 t.o bim, wbo.Je in;ury would follow 
c on Sooltan l\lahomf('!d's t'ettoration, and whom he would then have the disgraee 

~ ef haviAg d~seTted.-In addition lo all thiP1 he was to get no proteeti-on from 
c Persia, or any power whose anger he might have raised because of his adbcreoce 

' to the Brhish, which in Mabomed Shah's approach t? Herat s~emed both an act 
' oFhonl!'sty atid justice.' 

' 7. 'rtiese, con.tin\led the Miraa) are nntonl1 the 't'iewa oFthe Ameer him~elf1 
c and tho' as yet no general aiaemblage of his. ad1isers ~ad t•keti place he bad 
' bad the opi11ion of others. The Nawab l\Iahomed 0.1m.an Khttn bad wri1ten in 
-c reply from Bala Bagb1 that subjugation by Ruojeet Sing CflUld nevor disgrace 

• him even ii it did take place, but a desertion of 1bose wbo had serYed hitn In his 
• wars with the Sikhs would most cettdnly do so, and if he could not ma .. 
' nage to have eome influenee in P~shawtrr such mu•t follow, but that. he 
• m'ut kno• he had no hopes of resisting tbe Brhish Go•t>rnmtnt •ha1 .. 
1 ever he might do 10 that of Lahore.-The )\lirza made nearly ahe same obser .. 
' •ation as t.he Na"<l.b about. the etpeeiations which 1he Atneer bad cht.risht>d of 

• doing service for the British and de't'o-ting himself to it, that it •as not the ad .. 

c justment of Pesbawur affahs th't dissip8.ted hh liopPS... but tM. indifference to his 
f sufferingil and station wbieh it waa now cleal" Wt" felt) and this was tlu:! more 
c strange as he abandoned all his intercourse wid1 Prrsia and every other power to 
' please us, for be could not be charged with over civility to Captain Vicko1itcb, 
' wbo h&d oat been even received till be bad consulted with me, 1u:ui whose con .. 

1 iinnanee here depended upon \he moon, and Lo whom lettars: which bad been 
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written, had not been given because they met my disappro•al.-Tho Amll!er, said 
• b~1 has taken up an impreHion \bat your Government bas tnbunderstood the 
1 nature ot the eorrespondeuce with Rus~iti, and attached to it a degree or 
l b)arne which would only ha.Ye beenjust1 bad it taken place after an eJ.bibition Or 
1 your friendly feeling!!.' 

' 6.. l replied lo Mirza 8amee Xban 1 that the)' knew as well a1 I did tl1e views 
• of the British; that I could not talce upon my~el(the respion1ibility of doing mar• 
• than reporting a11 tbey bad to say. and that I res.lly did not aee how Goverrment 
& were Lo blame, since I did not know e:1:aetly at l!.is timP. what the Amet>r ~f 

' Cabool espeeted of us,-'that as far a• the resptet due to hi9 situation, my 
~ presence l1ere was proof enough of the /.riendly es1imation in which we held him, 
' and tliat there was no doubt some grounds ror the claims made to pro~ct tiim 
1 from tbe west, but my Go•ernmenL knew it.a own int~resta best, and the eo:s:tent 

• whicb the Brit.isb agreed 10 go in hs good offices had been eJ. plicitly atatt'd, and 
• that ir they considered their own in,eresta tbey would gladly accept what had 
1 been tende«>d in a s:pirh so friendly, for if we did not appreciate the St:rvfoes of 
• the Aitgh•n'f io the ligbt which Ibey themselves did~ we wished to do them a 
t 1nb1tandal sen•ice,. which it grie•ed me to see tbat they did not bold in that 
1 ligbt. It was certainly true, I added, that C,£Ptain Viekowitch had been received 

• u bad been stateJ, a':'ld that the leuen •hich were to be sent bad been altered,, 

' but I begged him to rt'me-rnber the mes!age about waiting tiU the •ernal equi~ 
1 uox (cowroz) for an answ~r,. and if he thought a Government lik~ the British 
~ would submit to be lied down b7 sucb a lhiti,.' 

t 9. The J\iirza observed, 1bat 1he Ame'r bad apologiJ;ed for that men8ge, wbieb 
• was dt'eidedly wrnnf> but that l wbo was on the Spot, should judge of the agi .. 
' 1ating cireu.m1tance.-I took this occasion to say, that if the A.meer thought we 
t. were in error abollt Russian letter31 he Lad it in his power now to trans.mit the 

' originals Crom Runia -.o. the Go'lern or General, bu1 I ob~ervcd that this was a 
t suggestion. far fro-in agreeable> and the Mirza sai.4 that ir I wiahed to see these 
• letters again be would bring tbe1n to 1ne1 but he did not think the Ameer would 

' eyer pennit tho:ir being sent to India> but we had Yeeei."ted CGpies of tbem.
' I uea1ed tht' reply with indifference+ and said Iha"- the remark Otl my part had 

' 11risen from bis owll obser•ation.-Before ~liraa Samee Khan lefc, I gathered 
• tha& 1be tt>suh of all Lhtt <!ou(1tre-nee up to this timL" (Sd instant.) went to claim 
• from the British Go\lernm"°nt a means or prote111tion from lht> Weit as tht- pricl;! of 

4 tbtoir adberl'DCt! to Uii, and farther, that, J1o•~'ft:r Pd'hawur ntight. be S1t•tled by 
' nuiijeet Sing. 110 ackno,,.ledgment could be madL" ror our good office~ u11le~s means 
c were taken t!> pre'tent jujury f"rom such HlllemenL to Lbn$e who haci 'bt>lriend ... 
1 ed 1he Ameet--even with tllis lit.tter arrapgeinent h appeared we oould no1 ear1y 

• tlie Ameer's iwart along with us.,-si11ce hl' belie'"ed h. iit his powt!r to do :111ent<ie 
' from the po!!ohioo he beld, and the anxie1y to be allied to us aboTe all 01hets, to 
1 wbieb we seemed to give little or no •eight) but on the con1rary had &hewu in 

• the Go'i'eroor Genera1ts lelll'r 1hat we looked with a degrt!e cfindUfereMe (be 

' purwat!e) to an)' conneeiio11 with the Atl'ghan nation.' 
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c 10. 011 tlie morning of the 4tb) l had anotber •i~it from the Nawab. 'Vhi.l• 
• conversing on the cont~nts of the Governor General's letter I 0U.11erved th&t no 

' communicaiion could more clearly convey the sincl!rhy and goGd feelings 0£ the 
' British Governmeot than sueh a declaratia-a. to wb.icb he a9senttid, adding tha' 

' there •ere boves conveyed in it which appeared on a re-perusal to be satiaractory, 
1 but that I dimmed all theose e:1pectatioris by declining to give any pro1nise1 about 
~ prot.ectjon from Pt!rsia, or any proof of our friendly reelings towacd<.1 tbe Atfghans : 

f we had weighed ntucb 0•1 our good oOiees at. P<tShawur~ attd no one would be 

' more rejoiat!d te> see Soohan M·1homed K.lu.11 once more establh1hed in his Qo. 

• vernment than himself, but we had really gone t.oo far in fi:tiog tbat as the limit 
• of O!Jt good otllees, and if we meant to purehase tbe Atfgbans by it we ishould 
' ttot sucee~tl. that our policy appeared to hiin the more strange since we bad fur. 
' nislu:d cannon., mu11k.ets, &e. &c, and even officers and money, to Persia, whe11 
c. in Atfghaniltan the dooc of I11dia {durwaza i Iliad) we mean to do nothlng, a11d 
' what was 1nore1 to consider Do,;t Mabo1ned 1'han our enemy if be entered 
' into any descrip1iOn o[ political ia1.ercourse whb.ot.hers,-Tbe singular attaeltmt-nt 

of d1is man to tlri.e Brlds.b GofernmeEJt 1nade its. appearance however in a form 
• dilf~rent. rrom what bas beert st.ated-.he made a St!riods propo&d to me to keep 
•the Ameerin "heck if we were determined to go no farther, by drawing closely 
' to Candabar; establishing SoDhaa•}lahomed Khan in Pe!llhawur, and then biddiag 
4 defiance to th-e Ameer; but to efl'~ct this, ad:1led he, you must substantially pro
• iect. Caudahar. l replied Lhat Go't'erament bad not contemplaled ariy sucb 
' measure, and it was its object 1.0 maint3in all tb~ Affgban Chiefs i11 their actual 
• pos.ition.1 

11. It seems very clear, from what ha• been above stated, 3lt.bough &he 1i.nal 
a!.liswer of ilost l\Iahomed ltbaa bas not been received, that we have little hope of 
establislting a friendly eoouectio11 with him 011 Lhe terms wishtid fear by Gover11~ 

ment i even if it could be brought about before a •ast; change or t:1pi11io11 takt's 
p1-ce, the friendship would be dehuiYe ~ and no degree of dept!ndence could bd 

placed on tbis Chief. 

' I am aware that the vieW".J of Government are decided, aod it W<Jdld be high ... 
~ ly presumptuaua in me to make any observations 011 the record of 'he dilf~reJlt 
<. conversations which ba't'e been Above reported.' As l\lr, Vicko't'itcb nill remains. 
in Cahoot (aud his presence is the strongest test of the Amee.r's dispo1ition to 

mak1;1 use of him against w) .t aild •~ Dos' Mahorned Khan does not appreciate 
our g>Jod offices in Peshawur, I iihall d~1n it my duty to retire when I receive 
'be Ameer~s letLer 11nless some vt:ry decided change of lOUe takes place at Cabeol. 
' The 011ly feeling, and it i:s one of the highest importance, which will co11nteraet 
• this 1iiep is the expressioq of His Lordship~& opinion that the line of Policy mark
' ed out in respe<:t to Dost Mahomed Khan ougbt to be readily succetsfal, and the 
'be.lit:>f Lhat this Cl1ief will have judged better for his interests than to co1npel me 
' to quit Cahoot I am welt aware of the responsibilit7 when l shitll incur as a 
' public serva11t by this act, if it be too precipitately taken, but St out unavoidable 

' loss of character must equali)' follow roy cootiauance here uoder txpecta.tioas 
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' which appe:.r de~ptive, l ~hall nnt hesitat.a between such responsibility and the 
t puainount consideration of what appears to me due to our national honor.' 

I hal'e, &c. 

ALEX. Ilt;tRNSS. 

Eveo this1 howe1er, waa insufficient to obtain the quarrel whieb we 
had~ il would appear, three times determined to provoke. We had a 
last resource yet left us : it was now clear that tl1ere was batJly any 
thing which we could de1nand of the Ameer which he was. not prepared to 
concede to us, rather than forego tho hope of our friendship : the roaeter
stroke of our policy was to ask. him for what he could not give. It. was 
proposed that the Ameer shou.ld be requested to send presents to Lahore, 
in testimony of his gratitude for having been relieved of Pe:;,ihawur-to make 
submission to him after having inflicted on him seterer humiliation and 
chastisement than he had ever be(ore endured at the haqds of aa eoemy
aud ask his pardon for having endeavoured to get b&ck his own 1 The 
whole of the pa.pet& 011 this subject are iUppressed, aad we only discover the 
faot of this scheme having been in contemplation from Buroes's posthumous 
l\>ISS. lt "Nould be important to possess t11e documents to which these are 
replies. This last act of tyranny was one to which our envoy rerused to boa. 
party. " He foU.nd that he could not propooe to the Ameer of Cabool to 
send presents to Lahore .as ao opening to the establishment of future frienJP 
ship: the difficulties had been great, without adJ.iag to them. Had Dost 
Ma.homed l{han himself assent~d, the Mahommetlao populace would b.ave 
despisedhirn, and probably have prevented him."(4.6) An untoward event at. 
this time occurred,, which, with parties lesa detern1ined for hostilities than 
the war party in the secretariate,-for Lord Auckland unhappily waa now 
removed Sro1n hia council, in which, we have every reason to belie,e, J1e 
would 11ave been out·voted,-would have deprived us. of all e~cuse for the 
Affghan campaign.(47) 

Ott 5th. l\llarcb, the .;\.meer cailed on Capt. Bu.rae~. The usua.l explana. .... 
tions were gone over-it was no wonder that they were in so far unsatisfac
tory, when Burnes admits that, up to thiiJ time, he could not disoover what 
wer-e the iatentif>nS of the Governor·Geaeral.(48) The Envoy told him 
explicitly, that if he did not wisl1 our good offices on the terms proposed, 
he should distniss him. The Dost (49) professed himself shocked at this 

46. Suppressed portion of de.spatch1 l3th "3:1arch. ··• 
47~ He ,wa.s 011 llis \va.y to Simla.. A most. unwise provision in the Charter 

A.et permits the Governor to net alone, and on ltis own res.poasibili~y, lvhen 
absent from CaleuLta. ThEi Commander.h1~Chlef is known to ha.ve been hos ... 
tile to the war. a.nd the lion. JdCEJ$rs. Priusep and Bird were uuiversa.Uy be
lieved to 00 the same-Three out of five. 

48. Suppressed po1·tto11 of the despatch of the 5th March. The presentable 
fragments are given in the Blue Book1 P~· 29, 30. and 31. 

41). 'Ihe above is given noo.rly vetbattm. What the pbraso1 ''our good 



last propositi,,n, from whi.ch he considered disgrace to him would ftow :
"You \1ave been welcomeJ 1 " said h~, u by every Mahornmedan State slnea 
you left Bou1bay, frfJm the belief that you were the bearer of good news to 

&J?. unhappy race of men, whose iqrern<ll discord has made them the prey of 
a nation of aaother faith. I dare not, if [ 1'i.s.hed it, set myself up aga.inst 
the Affghan people: the belief has gone abroatl that yuttr presence is co11-
nected with their advaorage, and~ though I admit that I prafii by it, still 
theo objPcts of 1ny heart are not ful1y accompli.!ihed.'1 

'' There a.re Aft'"gba.ns in Tak fighting in tb.ousa.nds a.t this hour against th.e 
Sikhs; they have a.ided me, and they looke<l to me, bnt their sufferings will 
have no abatement; but I throw myself upon. t.h:t g"'ueroaity o( the l.ioveru.or .. 
General of lndta., and 1 rely 011 tb.e B,Ylllpathy wb.ic:b hil L()tJ.slt.1p has 
ox pressed. 

'' I oongra.tu1ated the i\meer on his having seen his own interest better 
thw. to permit offrieuJsbip being interrupted between bitn and a na.tion so 
well d1P.posed to1vard! bi.n; hut tlla.t it wa.~ ll()1v my duty to tell bim elearly 
what we expected of h·hn, and what we oould do in rtiturn. Yo1,1 mlV)t nevet" 
recd.ve a.geucs from otller powera, or have aught 10 do with them, wi1.bout 
our sa.netion j you mujt dis111i.s!J Ca.pta.in Vieltovach. with courtesy; you must 
su.rrender all olaim to P~ha.wu.r on your own a.ccouot, j..S th&t chh:f"ship 
be ongs to Ma.l•arajah Ru.njeet Sing i }'OU mu&i live on friendly terms wilh 
that poteuta.te; you must. also r~sp~ct the in.Jepe1~deuoo of Ca.ndabar, and 
of P~ba.1vur i a.ncl oo operate in arrangoments to unite your family. In 
return for this, I promise to recom1nend to tho G overnweot tba.t it use its 
good offices with its ancient ally Mahi.rajah Hu njeet Sini1 to rewove p·esent; 
and futute ea.uses of difference betw.reu tbe Si.tths and r\.ff'~ha.ns at 
Pesba.wur; but a-s tha.t ohie1sbip belongs to the .\la.h.a.r.J.j!t.h, b.e n1ay confer 
it on ::5oolt.an .Manomed Khan or any other Affghan whom be chooses, on bis 
own terms and tribute; it. beiu~ u;.;.1ler~tood tha.t such arrangement is to 
preserve the creilit and honollr of all parties. 

• 11 To this I assent' said the Ameer; ' but a.s these arrangements nra not set 
forth in f'11l1 in hi~ Lor.1sb1p's letter, it would be desirable for you to reduce 
the matter to writing, as far as your knowledge of tl1e Governor~General's 

views will permit you, tba.t. l nia.y fa.irly see w·h,~t is expected, a.nd what is to 
be done in return. The differences of tb.e Aff~ba.ns and Sikhs ea.n ne\le:r bes.a.id 
to be adjusted so long as the l\laha.raj&h keeps his troops and Officers a.t Pe:sh
awur:; a11d, oonsequently, though [ pla.ce eve:ry fa.itb. in the friendly interven
tion of tbe Hritish, a.ud kn.ow that the .\laha.raja.h 1nust be Jet~ to himself I a.m 
bound to state that fresh cau.sesfor disturba.nee must a.rise it' bis Hig;uiess doe$ 
not pla.ce my brother. or an Aff,,rha.n, in Pesbaw11r, and leave him to i:;uvorn it 
subjBct to hU (the Mahariljah's) orders, but without tlie presene$ of Seikb 

officea11 meant, the Aftgha.os appear never to have been able to diseover,-nor 
will the reader be very likely to find it out f.rom the Blue Book. 
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troop!·'' I replied, that sin(le the Ameer a.grfaiod hlmsetf to pea.ea, it wa.s better 
to leave these things to be settled hereafter, since the lesa \.hg,t ,vas nO,v sa.id 
about.them the better~'' 

)$. ' Having thus, it appeaTed to me, gained the ends desirer.I by Gover1uueDt;I 
' proc:eeded to improve the dawn of good feeling towards his brothers, and sued 
c. for the N11wab .lubbar I{ha.n1s co-operation in m!lkirtg: up mat.tl!r~ hetw.ien tha 

' Ameer and Soolt1n Ma.hoineJ Khau. 'rhia. most atniable man dechi.red t<> tDtl 

t. that the 10.1.ttttr WlllJ ~~uiy, a11d beggetl that I. wou.ld writ.I! to the Governor Gene

' ral and say th'lt. he pledgeJ hi·n~e!f to bri.1g it abo11t, and th&t there ''""' btu one 
' difficulty whiob caulJ prere'lt ltJ and thi:i; woued fJc ll&tJ disapprov11l <>f&M iltak'f
' rajanunjeetSing. lfr.hi!- was no obataiel<!'1 he would proceed at once to Pesba
' wur a11d bring all bis brotheu to .Jell.i.labad1 where they ft'ould be 1net by t.he 
• Ameer, anti in my presence he would gc:t thern to ~cbauge papers tha.t. the Pesba
' wur family m1y coin~ to Cahool in suinmer, and the Ameer go to Pesha'!ll'ur 
' in wi:nter, each with a fc=w hundred bOrs;e;, and that further, he pledget.l l1lmself 
' to bring togeUu:r the whole fa~nily froin Candahar~ or at lea!t one or the bro .. 
' tbers, a.ui to witlH:!H the mucl1 d<!sirc~l object of the restort\tion of harmony 
' and una·1iinlty in their housl!. 011 thi~ he added that. all the Ameer'11 fl;'ar1 
1 fiJr hts Peshawur adberet'ltS, no\'/ wllh him. wo-uld '<!11d,. if ~he afi'ait CO\lld 
' be adjusted.-I as!ured the Nuwab Jubbar Khan that his eJCerlion5 would 
'rect>ive hig:h applai.ue and appr~!ciati:on, and 1bat lfthingt went right and I bapM 
, pe11etl to bi:! pft!sentat the peace-making, I would consider it one of 1be most 
c. happy events: Lhat had occurred, a11d which Wt1!.d1il rescU4! a brave natit1n from 

• inevitable Jestruedo11. I J.o o::>t b.i-Uev11 the Nu•al> overrates bis influen<ie; he 
1 hat great weight both at Pesbawur a1ul Candabar, throngh Sooltao Mabomed. 

' X:oh1111 and R.nh111n Oil Khans, and when war no longer disturbs the peace 
~ of the Ean<!rn rrontier of A.tf"t1 u1ist.1n, the~t! 1nuct1 wiJh~d tor obj-ects will cer~ 

' tainly follow, as is amply proved by my pre,.ious c()rt'espondence. 'Vitb Penia, 

' we ahonltl hawe bad Russian influ~nce in her train, and had the Am~c been 
• dispo11ed tu doubt the sincerity of th~ Shah, tbe pre~enoti of the Russian Agent, 
~ Captain Viekovitch- would have gone f~r to remov~ his suspicions.' 

Here; t.l1en, so late as the month of rtlarch wer" the Jast of our difficulties 

sunnounted, and .everything gained from the Ameer which the British Go .. 
vernment appeared to have de$ired. Nothing of any moment-save the 
arrival of Kohun Dil Khan from Candahar, formerly not.iced at leDgth, 
is recorded as ha.viog occurred for the next four weeks. 

There were saiJ to have been letters written to Candahar by the Doillt, 
statiug that he had now lost all hope from the British-no great marvel that 

Lhere shoulJ,.-aad iuterriews disCovered with Captain Vicovleb, of which uo 
one professed to know the purport; and with matters ia this alarming slate, 
Burnes felt that he could no longer remain at Cabool consistently with 
his iustruction9. He left· on the 26th of April, beir:g accompanied in all 

honour by tl1ree of the Ameer's sons and the prime mi11fater two miles be~ 
yond 1he gates. Captain Ilurnea writes from JeUalahad (SOth ApriJ,) that he 

T 
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had hea.:d reporta of' tlte Dost's ha9ing gone over to Persia> anJ sought the 
security of Russia,-tllat some of the Ameer1s famUy1 or of bis brothers at 
Candahar, were to be sent with letters to the Shali; that Captain Vioo•icb 
had promised to get the guarantee of Russia to all their arrangements,
aod that. when Heral fell, the King of Petsia. would either assist 'vit11 
troops or money fol:' an attack upon Peshawur. Barnes. at tha time seems 
to have been very doubtful of the weight to be attached to thi~ report, 
and on more mature consideration he manifestly held it of no a.eoount 
whatever. The light which subsequent disclosnres has thrown upon the 
subject, now111bews that Captain Vieovieh bad no political authority; but that 
he was one cf the most wad nnd unserupulous of romancers. Russia 
formally refused to give any guarantee whatever in the cnse of the cession 
of Herat to Candahar: the latter tllace n.e'fer fell into the hands of Persla, 
110 that t11is most mendacious of nations could never have been brought into
the predicament of requiring lo fulfi' her promise, if •he had madO" any: -&ha 
bad no money to pay her own troops,. and was therefore suffieiently unlikely 
to afford subsitlies to Dost !\lahomed; and as she re(1uired a twelvemonth 
to march her army from her capita\ to the nearest frontier-fro<n 'fehcran 
to Herat,-it is sufilciently unlikely that she could, even l1ad she desired it, 
havesueceeded in ever reaching Peshawur, a thousand miles beyond itl 'Yitli. 
this closes the narrative of our negociations with Dust !\laho1ned : tbe reader 
may judge whether anything had arisen in the co11rso of tkese to justify the 
infliction oo him and hi& brothers of the last of ills rulers can endur~~ \Ve 
took their country from them aud gave it to the enemy of their race, leaving 
them the choice of the alternatives of becoming outcasts and '"anderers 
from the land of their fathers, or prisoners of state ·within Olli' territories. 
The majority of the:11 preferred the former-the nobler selection. The 
subject of this chapter was introduced by a. letter frorn LorJ Auckland 
to Dost Maho1neJ, and with another at the interval of less than iwo years., 
it ma.y be closed, 

Lord .Auckland to Ameet Dost Mah()med l(/ian. 

After compliments. Simla, 27 April 1838. 
I HAVJO received your letter, and fully comprchen.J. its contents. 
It. has been a. source of much regret to me to find that yo11r views of what 

is most for your A.dva.ntago, have led you to decline the goDd otfices which l 
have tendered, for the purpose of effecting a reconcUiation between you a.nd 
Maharajah Runjeet Sing, on the- only terms on which IcoulJ, consi..st.ently with 
what Jias appeared to me just, engage to exercise my mediation for the 
1ettlement of the unhappy diftere11.ces existing between you. 

'Vith the e~pla.nation, however, of your sentim.ents which you have now 
afforded to me, my further interposition in this aflii.ir could not lead to bene
ficial results j and a.s1 in so unsettled a condition of things, the continuance of 
C:iptain Burnes, and of the officers under llis orders, iu Affghanista.n, would not. 
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be conducive to the good ends which I ha.d hoped to accomplish by their de .. 
putation. I have now issued orders to them to return t1> India ; and they will 
&CCOt"di.ogly set out~ on receiving from. you their dismbsa.1, for which their im ... 
media.te application will be 1nado to you. 

I have to express to you my a.eknowledgments for your a.ttention and k.iad .. 
ncss to these officers while residing in your dominion•. 

(Signed) AUCK.LAirD. 

Dost l\.Iahoroed and Captain Burnes ha.d parted iu: sorrow but not in anger, 
and su.rely, from aught that hu yet appeare:I, there was nothing to lead to 
the belief, from f.DY thing which had occurred~ that tl1e eo\lntry would be in· 
vaded by our armies, and its chiefs-not onil but all-readered fugitives or 
captives. Fron1 what appear.i in the printed papers, there is no reason 
whate"Ver to believe that thtt Ameer or his brothers were, from. this date, 
guitty of one disloyal act towards us. The assertioa that Dost Mahomdd 
ever threatened to call ia foreign a.id to enable him to coo-;ummate schemes 
of aggrandizement and ambition, injurious: lo the security and peace of the 
frontiers of India, i;i founded on no better grounds than the declaration that 
Per!.ia was prosecuting thr11ughout Affghani~tan iatrigues, u. having for their 
object tbeexten!ion ofber inftt1.encc to tbe banks of, or even beyond, the I11.
dus;." (50) aad both, so far as the printed papers a.re coaeerne<J., are as 
thoroughly unsupported as &DJ averm,Dt~ ever made by the most reekless 
statesman. Lord Auckla.o.d,io his Simla minute of the 12th of !\<lay states, 
"that Dost I\tlahomed Khan had shown himself to be so disaffected a.nd am
bitiolUi (51) that with him -we could form no satisflCtory connectioo; al .. 
though he might not, under such circumstances, furnish us wiLh grounds 
of direct hostility againat him.'' This is 1nost decidedly an admission. 
that, up to this date,. no grounds of direct hostility had been furnished by 
the Ameer. The probability is, that the secretaries, or the lea.ders under 
whOse influence tht;:i Governor• General had placed himtelf, had, by this 
time, arrauged the whole matter without his Lordship's knowledge: th'9 
mission of Mr Macnaghten to Cabool1 three days afterwards, proves 
that 1.be thing was oompleted by the 15t.h ~lay. 

This mlse:iou, from which reaults: ao 11iogulat in many ways arose, \\'as 
as strange as it was irnpotta11t. It has jnst been seo11 that on the 12th 
of May the Governor-General placed on record, opinion& io many respects 
paoifie-io no respect couateaanciag the idea that Dost Mabomed was to be 
dethroned. Three days afterw&rds the chief secrota.ry set out on a. mi111sioa 

50. Simla. praclama.tion. 
51. Verbatim extract from the minute. His Lordship does not condeacend 

to enlighten his readers iu. wh&t. vra.y the Amee?" had evinced either ambition 
.or disalrection to us. Th.e published papers exhibit none ~ but much of the 
contrary of both. 
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to L~hore with the draft of a treaty ready prepared, by which the Indian 

Governrnent, the Maharajah Runje(!t Sing, and Shah Soojah·Ool-~1oolk 1 
bound 1hen1selves together so that the fritonds and enemies of any one of the 
parties were to he considered the friends and enemiea of all the others. 
After !.his had baen duly discnsse1I and determineJ on, and was on the very 
e,·e of being sulMcribed, Mr l1Bcnaghten continued to consult Sir Alexander 
Burnes and i\lr Messon, as ii every thio~ \Vd.91 to be re;1ilate I by their ad
vice. The opinion of both these .gentlemen 01fthis point, almost exactJy 
coincide<l. 1.'bat of Sir Alexander Burnes, as expressed in his officfal letter1 
not q11-0ted in tbe Blue Book~ is a.s follows:-

E:ctracts : Opinions <Js to the tnode of restoring Shah .... r;;hoojah, submitted 
b.!J Sir A. Bu1·nes. 

Lahore, 18ili June, 1838.-But objections nrisc to sending Shooja~Ool-I\loolk 
f1'on1 the country ot the Sikhs, of" wbich Dost Mahomed Khan would not be 
slo'v to a.va.il himself, agitatiug the country to war against the infidels 'vho 
had oome to invade bin1. These objections seen1 strouger than they rea.lly <ire, 
and indeed amount to little 'vheu 've have gained the end of directing the 
Sikhs. Sikh troops should if' possiblo not be used a.tall ; but I adhere to the 
opiniou, which I bavo already expressed, that one if not tll·o of our Regimonts 
should \,c given W tho Shal1 nominally as an esco1t to his person, aud to sbo.w 
decidedly to the Affghaus 1LO\V much we are intere.stoi.l. in his safety and wcl
far('. 'l'bc smallest numherof our troops "'ill be exo.gge-rated in Ca.bool to au 
arn1y, and we shall speak at once to men's cyas and senses. If Maharaj~ Run
jet Singh objects to the uss of our troops wllen he has so many of his own, he 
might be Lold they 'vere merely honorary, as their small number proved, and 
that the Sha.h required them as the nucleus on whic1i he was to form his f11ture 
i\Jtces. Dcsides this direct assii;tancc, opporto.nity shonl<l be givQn to the 
iroops ot' our army to volunteer, a.s they h:l.ve lately done for t.he force in 
Oudc, and.insteadc;fr?.\V levies a good army mif,:ht soon be collected; but though 
it is doubtless necessary to ha .. ·e a force of sufficient strength to oope with the 
Chiefs of Cabool and Caudahar, for 1uy part I ha.,•e mo1•e fJ.ith in politieal 
agitatio11 for tho Shah's cause than in phy.sioal force.* "' * * 

1\.-Iat~ers being thus arranged, I would recommend the following line of pro. 
ceedure, From Pesl1a'\vur, Shah Shooja. ahou.ld issuo a pi•oclamation aud seud 
it ln hundreds through the A:ffghan country, that he had arrived at Pcshawur to 
rec0vcr the throno of' his fore.fathers, Lo put. an end to \va.rs with. the Sikhs, to 
uni to tho Affghan nation, and to repel t11e enemies of their creed, tho Per$iaus~ 
who had dared to in ... ~de tbe kingdom; that he was 110\V ablo to chastise his 
eneinie!i, both internal and externa.1, since he and the British Govetntnenl. 
'\Vere one ; and that, from the affection he boro to his poople, he could not 
think of declaring war Lill he l1ad gi'len all parties a fair opport.unity of re
pairing to his camp and tendering their allegiance .i that the treatment all 
would experience lvould be according to their early presence, and that His 
Majesty's: object was not to 1:e1•uth1ize particularly whag had pas.sed, but to 
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restore the glory of tl1e Doorane-0 Mona.rehy. 'l'his, with a. distributiou of 
money in Khybel'~ wh<!re Shooj:i,. ha.I! more friends than ia any part 0£ A:ff
ghanistan, aud th:: Kohistan of Cab?ol, \Vhich could easily be managed, would 
in all hu1nan probability disiOlve Dost Mahomed's power, and the Shah's ad~ 
vanooo on Cabool woulJ be a. triumph without lilood>'Jhed; for the Affghan. 
nation never will submit to Persia but by fear, and Dost l\iahomed Khan by 
going o"'cr to l\Iahomed Shah, has converted doubting friends into CnemieS:o 
and maf.el'ially contributed thereby to Shah Shooja.'s success, • 

'' The next, and probably the most delicate, of all questions Which present 
themselve:i1 is the di.spo.sal of Dost Mahomed Khan. Bis alllbition makes i~ 
more titan questionable if he ever would consent to act in a. subordinate cap:i.
eity, but be should have tbo c;yffer1 for he will be a dangerous antagonist if he 
flies to Persia.., and we baYe the ftrst authority for recording tho.t one of Sl1ah 
Shooja1a most serious errors, when. King, was in failing to couciiia.tc F11Ueh 
Khau Barukzye, tl1e brother of' Dost l\"Iabomed Khan, and io whose place he 
may now clearly be said to bo. These are the words of Mr Elphinstone : 
'.Futteh. Kba.n 'vas soon after persuaded to make his submission to the new 
King (Soojah). .An opportunity was now oft'ered of secu1·ing the attachment 
of this po1V"erful nnd active Chief, but it was allowed to esea.pe, a.nc! I1ence 
aroae the n1isfortuncs wbich distutbcd the rest of Shall Shoojah's reign, s.nd 
w11ich drove hiin at length from his throne. 9 This is high authority, and 
though it perhaps 'vould be impolitic to oft"er the Viziershlp to sucl1 a. Chief, 
somo situation. as a Doorannee Lord, SU<'h as existed in the old court of the 
Suddozyee1 might be found for lilm, and a. liberal provision in land. The 
presence of a. B1·itish o.gc-nt, and an :ictive a11d decided iniluence in all tha.t 
relates to the polili(lal affairs of Cabool, which I take for granted is to be our 
policy, if it did not brea.k the fa.ctio•1s spirit of Dost Mahomed Kha.n, would 
prevent his doing hnrnt. I think n.lso tl1at it would ho highly to the credit of 
the British Govornment to aid in such an offer of conciUa.tion ; for if the 
Am.eer is disappointed, our hopes~ the difficulties that beset l1itn from the west 
are to be considexed, and l\"e escape the odium of being privy to his entiro· 
destruction by sl1owing that out object is the restorn.tion ot the Doora.nee 
monarchy. and not the punishment of the Chief of Cabool. It is to be 
observed, that .D.ffgbn.n differences are much easier healed tha.ri those or 
other nations; and, above all thing5, it should be Shah Shooja.h's policy to 
forget the past, and the talents of nost l\Iahomed Khan may yet avail him in 
subduing so1ne of his rebellious .subjects. Much is to be said on thbi subject, and 
it l'equires great ret\ection and considera.tion, which mn.y and muest be given 
to it when matters are 1nore advanced. 

Lahore, 19th June, 1838.-2. I attach importance to the presence of a small 
portion pf our troopa from the prestige it 'vill exercise. •nere are as solid 
objections to the presence of our officers as our troops~ a disaster in either 
~ase would be unfortunate, a.nd going so far a.s to give mon.ey and officers. au 
honorary escort is not a step far beyond. It i& not essential to success, 
bnt I think wculd contribute to it. 



70 

Tbe reference by Mr. Macnaghten to Capt. Burnes, repJied to on the ISth 
anll 19th of Junet was clearly not11ing else than a pretext, l'rith a. view of 
exttacting something from him eapa.bleo of receiving a construction favourable 
to the views of the war party-now unl1appily in the ascendant; so as to 
satisfy., if possiblf', the s.till wavering resolution of the Governor-Generat 
The treaty, providing for war on the largest :scale, alld ratified on the26th,. 
betwixt the British Government, the l\.la.harajah Runjeet Singh, and the 
Sba.h Soojah-ool-b-loolk, must before this have been drawn up. 

It has already been seen that ~1r Ma.cnaghten was, so late as the end of 
JanuaryJ in favour of H1e maintenance of the arrang1'meotil among the Ba
ruktye chiefs as they stood, considering thalr divisions well calculated 
to ward off the adfances of a foreign foe. He had now abandoned. this 
and taken an entlreiy opi1osite view of the case, anll determined lbat 
nothing could ·save India but the re-integration or the Doorannee empire 
uader the Sha.b Soojah, 1he proverbially u11fo,.tunate. Tlte sole original 
objection to the maintenance of D\Jst 1'r1ahoined~s claims upon Peshawnr 
w1U!., that it kindled up the flames of war in those reginnJ wh~rl!! we were 
most anxious to promace the intere~ts or eorumeree; but when it appeared 
that the equitable c1ai ms of the Ameer CC'uld readily be a.djllSted by peace· 
ful negociation,-our aversion to hostilities took. another form., a.nd 
it was now the aggtandizement of this man, who had, more thao any 
Ruler in Asia, coufted our friendship without selfishness-without hope of 
favour or fear of injury-until Wt! meddled with his affairs, that alarmed 
us! A few months afterwardP, when Runjeet Singh asked pct'mission 
to advance wi.tll fire and sword oo Jellalabad, and increase his territories 
by fresh appropriations from his neighbour, our fears, both or war 
and aggrandiz.emeot on his part, had vanished. If the hiatorian were 
permitted to examine into the archives of the Colonial Otfiee, with a 
view of aacertaining when certaia unsatisfactory despa.tches from Calcutta 
first began to be receiveJ-and wete tb.eo to turn to the Board or Coatrol, 
and see whether tbe first warlike instructions sent out by Sir John Hob
house had not eon5hlerably more to do with these than with. a.ny tidings 
sent by the Persian mission-the results 01igl1t be curious. 

The arrival in Iodla of the news of the unfort11nau~ issue of the general 
eleetion of August 1837, would, if e1tatnined into, probably be fuund to 
~olneide remarkably with some of the more pugnacious Simla mioutes; 
These things will be matter of spe:ulation for the annalist to inquire into,. 
when the records of the pnblie offices ar~ transferred to the Tower or the 
British l\luseum. 

Although it was obviously our intention, from the uiootb of June 1837. 
to pick a quarre!iand have a war on aome account,somewh~with somebody
a. aourceofrecreation in which ouratatesmon were permitted to indulge with .. 
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ou.t enquiry, by vittue or an accumulated surplus of ten millions of hoarded 
treasure in the coffers of governmant,-tbe form and pressure this. was to 
assume waRO left to be dett!rmin~d by the chapter of accit.lents. According 
to Ml" Masson, it was tbe Ponjaub thlt the Board of Control wished us to 
seize upon, and the mistake jato whi.eb we fell was that of marching on 
Cabool, when Lahore was intended tu have beeo the poiot of our, destina
iion-making a traverse of 1500 miles iostead of 50. The gentleman re
ferred to professes to havo been sfiewn, by Captain Burnelll, tbe letter 
to this effect from the Secret Committee. lt pas@ed through the hands 
of J,ord AucklanQ aod l1is secretaries, and might be worth while en

quiring after. '£hero was said to have been such dilficulty in keeping 
Lord Auckland's courage at the sticking point, tha.t the seeretaries 
were tetri6ed feat the whisper of the possibility of pacific arrange
mi!lnta shoolJ reach his ear. An aruu3i'16 anec•Jote ia 1nentiolled on 
this subject by i\Iassoll. ' 1 I ha.11 pr.aviou.~ly learned, .. says thls not over .. 
trustworthy authority, u a strange account of the 1node in wltich the amiable 
Lord Auckia.lld had been driyen into mea1ures \'fhicb his better judgment 
disapproved, and how he wa.s obliged to yield to the ai~aalts of certain (e .. 
·ma•e A. D. C.'s and Secretaries, and 1 now qneitioncd Sir Alex.ander on 
the part he had taki!n, partieulady as regarded thb u;;ele~s ex:peditloD. He 
replied that it was arranged befo~ he re.acbeiJ Siinla, and that when he 
arrived, Torrens and Colvin came running to hiru1 aad prayed biru to say 
nothing to uusetUe his Lordship i tb:a.t they had taken all the trouble in the: 
world to get hiin into the business, and that even now he wonld be glad on 
any pretence to return from it." The eorr4"pondent of a. London daily 
paper is !.till 111ore explicit as to the suurces of the pla!J of tl1e campaign on 
the great scale-how l\ir Macnaghten was at onee ambitious and uapopula.r, 
he wished to beco1ne an Envoy. anJ was wishetl out of the Seerctal'iat to 
malte roo:n fQr Zvir 'rorren~. who!e .wifo, a fa,;hionab.le an:I accomplislted 
woman, was iu great fa.vn-ur with the rulers of the ruler of India-the Hon. 
11isses Eileo, siilters anJ managers or Lord Auckland ! 

From the SUb$cription of the treaty at r ... ahore, 011 the 26th of June, the 
Stale Papers fnrnish no further light on the coarse of events till the middle 
of August, -wheo a despatch of Lord Auckland's to the Secret Committee 
iDdicates that matters were finally arranged, much as ict forth iu the Simla. 
proclamation of ths I st O~tolJet-the bulk of which has been quoted in 
paragraphs at the heads of the sect.ions or the pre.s~nt chapter. It was one 
amongst the singular anomalies with which the arrangements of the Atfgban 
expedition abouad1 that we relied f1)1" our means of getting into the country 
on the t1overnments- of Scinde and Kbelat-both in for1ner days dependea
cies of the Dooranniee empire, but both for thirty year• perf'ectly indepondent 
or all superiors. The indu~ment to a&sist us which we held out to them 
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was, that I hey should he once more replaced. under their old opprassive 
tnasters, be annexed to the Doriraunee empire, and merge their iodividual 
a.uthority in the sovet'eignty of the Sllah Soojahl The alternative offered 
for declining & request so modest and equitable was-:lepoaition, or probably 

death t ! 
Jt must not, jo c-0nclusion, be forgotten, tl1at we never gave Dost ~Iah()• 

med the most distant hint that we intended to wage war with hirn. He 
bad, oo numerous occasioas, expressed himself So awed by British power, 
and so appreheosive of its being employed agaiost him io. assisting the 
Seikhs, lha.t had we made him aware that we purpQSed attacking him, 
it ia probable he would have made aoy saerilice that could have been re
quired of him. \Ve never gave him tho alternative i we Dever made him a 
tender of the terms on which we were willing to have alutained from invad
ing his cQuntry. VVe, on the lst Q,-:.tol.lier, for the first lime ?IDDO!lncetl our 
intention of re3toring the Shah So-,jah, and deposing the Ameer aod the 
Candah.ar Sirdars,-not prcteading tba.t with the last we ever neg~tiated or 
had any grounds of quarrel! "\Ve marched an artny into the country with
out having asked whether, with the alternative of invasion before them, the 
chiefs \vould not concede the points which they kuew we would compel them 
to yield to us in the long run at a.ny rate. The Aft'ghans knew our power 
too well,-as indeed tbey bad often told us~-to imagine thac tbey could 
keep the field against u~. In this particular the campaign of 18::39 was 
wholly w1thout preceJent; and it is beyond question, that accordin~ to the 
priDciples of civHized war, L'lrd l(eanc's army could not have com1,lained 
bad they been treateJ as marauders. The CJ•>lonial Society ha! drawn up 
a statement on the s11hject, she wing, that had the whole of our people \Y-hu 
fell into the hands of the enemy during the period of our occupation of the 
country, been hanged, the Affghlns would have acted uodel' the sanetlon of 
the highest European authorities, and would have been countenancetl by 
the conduct of all civiiized nations, OD whose territories similar aggressions 
bad been attempted. It has of late become the custom to affirm, that theob~ 
jections to the policy of Lord Auckland on1y began to make their appt1'arance 
after the calamities of Nov.and Dee. 1841 : a statement more unfounded can. 
not exist. It has already been seen that had Lord A ucklaad been a.t Calcutta 
when hostile measures were in agitation, he would io all likelihood have 
been outvoled at his owa Couneil Boartl on the question of Affghan inva
sion. The whole of the military chiefs in IoJia viewed the expedition as 
one of pure insanity. The aversion of the Gaverum.ent of Bombay, far 
more intimately acquainted than that of Ca:cut!a with the couotties we 
proposed to su.bdue1 to the whole scheme of the Simla. policy, has long been 
notorious. Tb~ press of India, though f.a.r from una.nhnous certainly, gene• 
rally condemned the measure, a.nd predicted with very great aecuracr, as the 
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ha\•e already seen with what aversion the matter was regarded at the India 
House, and how early Sir Henry \Villock, and Mr St John Tucker, recortled 
their opinions agaiost it. The press,. in generalt entered but slightly into 
the discusur1n: the journals whil'h venture(! on an examination of the ques
tion, with the t>XCeptioo of the Quartettg Revi1;w, gave their opinions deci
dedly against it. The Asiatic Journal, as the best informed. of those on 
Oriental afFair1t, has been repE'atedly referred to, and its articles on the sub

j&ct in 1838 and 1839 are well wor1by of pernsal. ,, .. e cannot deny our· 
selves the pleasure of q1lotlng, in cooclusion1 some extracts from a very 
exe··llent articla in the Spe<:tntor newKpaper~ of 27th Ju]y 1839, on the 
l!eview'a observations on the ParU1unenta1y papers, i:oiuting out not 
-only the gene1al danger incurred by the newly adopted poliey of the Go'Ver .. 
nor-General-for that 0£ the Government of India. it:eould in no sense be 
ea.lied-but the sbape this dan~r was Jikeiy to assume, and the quart~rs 
whence it inigbt be axpeele1I to approach us. The Sper:tator·11 views were 

given to the world in the midst of our trii1mph~; he boded evil while the 
shout!!- of "Vletory·still filled 011r ears. His ;u11icipations lmve been realizet.I :-

'i 'l'.BB WAR IN llfDIA. 

11 'J'e.B cufrl!'nt number or the Quarterly Reui.3w lu.t an elaborate p1peT on Ituuia, 

Persia, anti India; disti11g1tisbed by a tone of fri~ndline!it to the Goli'ernment. and 

h1 agents, and what it n\tJre~ a sub~tantial vindication of recent British policy and 
proeee dings in At.ia, which f~w would have expecte<l 11l the hands of thaL atanch organ 

of the Opposhiofl, even in cbatitf. ?fo ut, iodi:eJ, it 11eems. t11at the Reviewer is, 
for once, too charitable : for a pretty ear"'ful es::ainination or the file of papers laid 
before Parliatni:=nt in t!ie paning stisdon, leads Ull to conclusions considerably at 

variance wi\b hh; and at the t&mi::! dine ii, bas oonfirmed some of oqr pre1'ious 
upi11iom1 and Speculations1 it enables us to corr~ct or qualify others. lo short., WtJ 

rise from the perusal oft.he Ea!iten1 Correspondence with a penuasion, that our 
present war iu I11dia, or ratlll:I' QUtside of Iodia, is more queat.iQnable io its objects, 
and su1;picious io its pr~texts,and li.kt"ly' to b= more extenslli'e and perllo1u, than 
any which the British G0on~·rn:1lent of tbat country has ever yet waged with llDJ 

.Aliatic: power. 
H Let I.Iii! heg111 by examining tbe pt>etest for tbe war. F\)r tbitty yeers and up· 

ward1, we ha•e rn:tiotained, without ioterr11ption, an emba&Jf at the Court of Persi3, 
and paid in sda.rie!!1 i11 u1bsl Iie1. a11d girts, i11 arins and .amrnunhiua, between three 
and four n1illio11s sterling. The object of oull" Persian diploDlitey \fas to secure 
'tndia against Frertch and Russi.au invation. The upshot of out thirty years• U· 

11~nditure of money, protocol:o1 and despatches, is1 1hat Persia1 on our own admis. 
a ion,. i11g.t.ea1l of being a bul Wark a.g:aiost the aggre&sion of an European power, hat 
become a •t-epping~stone for Runh. In a word1 by our o•n showing1 all OW' 

Persian diplomacy bait beoo wou1:1 tbitn tU:eless-it hss been higbl' detrimental. 
ll't. \Vhh the Shah of Pefsi.t. we IHlli'l!I three rtu.pective ttle"•lil!'Sl ~'tety one of which 

){ 
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contains tlae following arti'.ele-.' lf war ~ho11.l,J ensue between t.he Persian and 

Afghan Governmenu, the Eng:H"Sh Go\"ernment 1;;hall taken'> part in it; nor aha.ll 
it gh·e u:oir.tance to eithl'r party, e:iCEpt a1 111 mediator, at the sa-Heita.tion of b<1th 

P•llil:'e, for the pufposeof producing peace.' 'V'e!l, a war ariu~s between the Per
sian King and t.he Afghans-a1jus1, upon the p•rt of tbe rormer1 as any e"er waged 
by aa European govermnent 1 and fi1.r justt'r than most of them. 'fhe Prince ot 
Herat) the roo;.t ~esterly !ilate of the Afghans1 liking advantage of a moment or 

ansrcliy, invades a Persian province, bur no its towns and vl~lages, and, carrying eff 
twelve tbo1.n:and of its i.11habi1a1us, sell3. tboein, mau, woman, and chil<l, aa s.Juves. 
1.'he King of Persia, na1u1aliy iudig1lau1 at this ou1ragt', marqhea aq atmy IQ ehn~ .. 
tite the public rolrlit-r1 aud lw\'tsts U~rat. According to the ad1uis!icn of die Bri
tish Envoy, (a man uf Iu11k aud lale1n,) twice repealt>d i11 the papers laid betorr 

('a11iam(.luc, 1he King of Persia ha~ ri.ght and justice on his sid~. \Yell, tt.en, are 

the E 1glish ~linister, the E•IVO)°') aod tl1e Gover ior-Ge11er.'1 or l:1dia, Ut'Utra\ and 

quieicenl, a1 in good faitl1 bt-came parties to the trEaly we have just qtJ.oted ? Quitt1 

the eontr.t.ry. They are not 1.111ly not ;:uked te iuterfcire R& 1nedi.il"rs by botlt par· 
tiss, but one party ex;:iressly r .. pu•li~•e~ t.h<!ir hllerf::!,e :e • i while tbe other Jur:s 
not solieit it, aud only accepts it wheh it. ba1:t b~en o(t-:n obtruded: as we ma1 k'e 

from tL-e fl)llowingeurinus pa~sage of a li:!tto:.'r from the Prirne 1tI;nis1er of Uer~t to 
the Dritioh E:1voy-" \'{hh rl!;,;ard 10 th~ comh1g of lhll' K·1j11r (P~rsh.u) army to 
this cou11try, I nm not, and never d!1s'l be, i11 any w.iy w1\li,1g to give you ttouble 

or annoya11c.e. Sbo11lll thti P""r11"an Goverume.11. iovhu;:~ a:iy grlat d"'sirl! LO t 01?1~ W 

H~rat, do not prevent the advJne~ of the army, or takt> any trouble in the matter. 
lt. i.s a.11 aft' ... ir of uo couset1ueoct'. I~'!t them come, in order that lhey may prove 
what they 1ue able to do, bl1y il plt>ase God tile mo!rciful1 by th.e grai:tt and 
assista1u::e of the Alinlglity1 th.o= ste1:1d of their wi&bet s~1llll 1101. accomplish the jour. 
nt")' of their de.ign.' 'l'hiJ is the polite Orientlll fasiuon of s~ying ~ 1<1.issei nous 
fain~1 to a 1nedJler ; ao l tbe recent obstinaLe tefJo;al of t 1 1~ Pri11ce or.FI~rat to ac. 
cept a Briti:.11 3llh'5idisry fore.: tor his proteciiou, sho1vs that our interpretation is the 
tiitll on""• 'l'lie Engli:o.ta Govt:"rn!n(nt i1 not oillf not ueutral, it dirtetly hi.terferet, 
a1id \vhhout bt-i.•:;:: a,J1e.I. lg isf,;r fro1nstoppi11g 1:1ven at lhl:! point of irnpertioent. 
uegutJa.t1011. A roving ag<:nt of the Gover11ot·Ge11eral of li1dl.t, a a~ilful engineer, 

thu1ws: himSt.>lf into 111'1" rortreAs of Herat, and assist~ in ito;; dt1fanct1 agaio~t tb1:1 Per: 

•'nun; a s:qu•dro11 of ln~o of war is s~1tt. a~d take• p•iu;ses•ion of a portion. of 
our allies' tenitcry on the l'euiau Gulf; .an.d a gre«it army h marched 
to detbrene an Afij;l.iau ehh:f siwpected of 11ref~rri11g a l'cn,fan to on English al\i. 
ancft', (sQme alliance or otb.er bti11g i11di~p11nsab!C:!, and W$ ha'fing e.x11ressly '"fused 
him ours t'.l.Ct>pl on terms i1aolerable,) for his proteietiC>n agaiua~ a fuurtb party, 
'lhe Seiks, who ba<l \V'resh:d from him, by a &t."ries of a;gressioos. a. large purlioa of 

bi' dominions. In rt1<l1tre11<:.., tu t1ii.s conduet. 1be P<:!'r~an l\Unister for l'ort-ign 
Aft'.iita ha• tl1e following pertlllt!Ut rem~rks-' w~ are i;,;11orant by what f:'Vi<leuee 
lbe British Govt:rmnent conbi~rs our iaterferenc:t: in t'!k- aff'dirs of Afehauirstan as 
• mark ofbost.ility agai11st itself. Besidell the auspiciou6 trt"aty, the obkrva1io11 of 
tbe stipulations of which b the founJatjon or the frh~11d1ohip of the two states, are 
'h"re a111 o:her treatits or engagemeuts between Per~la a1ld E11gl;u~d relativ1: to 
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whicll any n1;>glect or no11-obser1·al'lce has proct'eded fr<l!J'I u"? ot 1lid the pltonipo. 
tenliaries of both st.ates forget this point at the time or for1ning the Lreaty, tb~t 
they omitti:d aaJ' Blluiion t .. it '! or have new rules cf friendship been instituted 
in this world, with 1vhich we are 11oi acquainted ? or d-0E-~ the party which consi .. 
d,ers itself strongest c:ionsider also 1hat tin:: observation or violation of treati~ rests 
on ils diicretioo ?' He.re fa, a 8kor:king charge of Panic faith, made againi;t the 
government Gfa civi:li~d eountry by a peqple whom we ba\fe be~n acc.,stoaneJ to 
look t1pon as faithless barbarians ; and tbe only reply we have made to it, t"ir1ually 
amounts to this, that our :>riginal intention in maklng the trl"aty wa;i not acoom. 
plished1-tb&t. is, that Per&ia did not tufn out to be the bulwark again$t. llu11sia11 

aggression whi-011 we mistakingly supposed it would, (n short, we talk of the 
~ &pidt.' ot' the treaty, <la.refully a.toi<ling to say one word abcmi its plain and obvi. 
ous letter. 

'
1 Against the faith of treaties, then, we* up necessity and expediency. Now 

liet this pil('a be looked into.. Hera.t is declared to be the key to the British domi. 
nions in India-the kt-y which j& to open the door to the Russians and thE"ir 
allit's the Persbns, to Hindoos:an. The 1u1ppo1ed key, in this ea.se, is surel)I at a 
vsst distance from the door. Our own army has been already five 1nooths on its 
march from the fro1nier, backl:!J by all tbe r~so11rce11 or India, and witlu:ut firing a 

&iugle shut, uriless at a r~w freebooten; and there is 110 trustworthy intEtl!igence 
that it has ytt reo11cbed ~be firia spoi where there fa aoy P"Obabiiity o-f its roel:.'ti ng 
wit.h resistance',. viz.. Candahar; in the neighbourhood of which, by the way~ it ia 
proposed that we sho11ld ca11lo-n ti:ir the whole sumtner,-by which (For Cabool, the 

,m11in point, and A mur•tb'lt mar11h through 5Ul)wy ntountains i1.11d Aarrow ditfile91 
remains unto•1cbed) it is plaii•l)' pro11ouneed tb"t the affail' is to cost us two ca1n .. 
paig:ns, From Caodabar to llerat, aHowi:nJ for h!tltiug~Jays. and supposing no in
lefruptlon from an enemy, i.s at least a mo11tb'.s march, 'l'bu~ therefore. without 
meet.ing 4ll enemy-and, it1ppo1ing tb~ barren couutrJ whicb i'- b.ad in iu rear 
and aloni; iu line of mar.:-h could aff'urd i.t tb~ saine supply -0f food which f~rtile, 
populotu, 1-1ld pea~ful I11di.a aff.irdj u1-it wouill Lak~ a Hussian army five months 
10 match from llt>rat to ~he neart>:>t Ilr ilish frotllit!t, with many a ' key' l'> get pos• 
1ession cf, and many a dou:r to uuluck, betweeo ; and, after th it, there is a m.ueb of 
at least fiaee~ hundred tniles further ta th~ chiai s~at of our power and re .. 
sources, Lower Bengal and Calcutta. i whioh \\'ould take al len11t foor months more, 
suppo,ing the climate, our armies, and our fortre~aea offered no re•iata11ci?, and that 
John Bu!l (whe in one half the whole time ment.ionedcould ieud.ao army from 
the ba11kt of the 'flta1nes) were to took on witb his hands in hi• breteche••pocket 
doi11g uotbiug. But to 1each India, is not to eonq\l~r India, (neYf't so powerful and 
uriited ai. under our own adtnioistratio"l,) as.any one who wi.U take the pains to read, 
may learn fr um the history of ha inTader~ froan ALEIAlfDBa to AaHBJ> SuAH, 
fflost of them never peuetrated muoh beyond Uie frontier, and the few who estab

liiohed theRHel1cs ia. ihe Nortb-w\t$t, L>'.:!Qk not tnanths 01 years, but from one &o two 
cf'nturiea, to conquer the Hast and 1he. South. Tb<'! truth le, that a Uu'Jsian iD,a• 
~ion, and co11quest Qf lndiaJ i'> but the dream of a troubled a11d une1t1)' eousc~nce. 
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No man in hh waking moments and eoher senses iimagfoe;J Lhe poesibilit,y of t'FN 

thing,. or fancies it even probable that anJ nation whatl:!~et 1 nritlloot tb-~ 001nmand 
of the sea aud al immense pec1111i.ary re~ources,,. would be in.ad enough even 10 1nake 

the atte-mpt. • At the conclusion of your leuer/ s~ys the Pers.ian Pri1ne Minis

ter to Qne of e>ur ~1tts, ' there ure somti remark• about alarm, I am in great as
tortishment at this declaration, considering th.t.' t\ii;ta,ncis of four inu11ths' }:turn"y and 

the great friendship betwet'n the t\1'0 1tatl't, whieh during this length of time, ha.1 

never been interrupt~ bya l1ai:r'a bretHitb ori eitber side. \Vluu ea1.ne is there fvr 
alarm,. or for tbese remote speculations,. which have n~ver entered into the mind 

of any 01u•,., nor eve•· w~U ?1 It is clear1 from th1;11e re1nark5ofthe Persian Yizier, 
that his ExCt'llency had no personol acquaintance with L"rd AucKt.AND or LorJ 

PALHEDSTON, or h11 would not 11111.,e expressed himself so rs:shly. \\'hat1 afrer all,. 
does the reader fancy has thrown the lndi1111 Council Chamher and the foreigi;a 

Oftiee into a turmoil ? The Rui1S'illn En-,01 ot the Court of P~rsin U auppwod, 
coutrary to his indotructions,. to have advised the Shall to attack Herat : and a 

Rus~ia.n J,ieutep~nt of lrlfan1ry goes on a, c~tnmercial 1ni*'ion 10 an Affgha11 1t11te ; 

and thi& haa aoffi.red lo frighten tbe Forei.gn Secnitary and t.he Govern01'-Geoeral 
from their propriety. At tbe very mo1n1:1ni we are making this charge against Rut. 

roi.a and Persia, QUT English otfi£ier of Engineers, being 1be- ag1:1.nt. of the Go'Vernor. 
G1i1n':'ral,. is fighting ill the rauke of the Her11.ttetolJ.; and there is a diplomatic agent 
at Cs.buul, and anotht'r at Candahar, endeavouring to ftorce treatle:!! OU the eli.i~fs 

cl thoae t"·o places, by wliicb they are to break off' all co11nexio11 witb Pershr. llnd. 

Russia, 'Vhere is our aen$e ofpoliiicaljusttc-.,.? 

0 l'berl!:! fa not the least doub\ but the very measures \vti are pursuing lead us. into 

far grt1ater difficulties than dte actual illvasi!J'll of the Pt>rsian!I and Russia~& them
a~lve1 conld produce. The war with the BunneSf' c<ist u' tiJteell millions, Ir we 

e:>cape from the present 1nore difficult eoateil '"itba penalty cf double 1he amount, 
we may look upon onrsel:Vl'!J as. ff)rtunste. This will add just one.half to the nation

al debt of India, and -au annual interes-t of a milllori and a half will add a tithe to 

the taxes of the already o'er-tai.ed Hindoos. ls it not better to 5tay at hame, 11d1ni

uistll!l' justly, tai: lightly, alld thu~ gain the ~upport. of tl1e conquered miUion&t than 

squander their money in so da11gerou!l', t:Klravaga•11, and Qt.1i.101ic a1i enterpti.;te ? 

The Yery undertaking: itself proves that we are ill at ease at home, conscious of the 
iinstability of onr power, ~uul suspieiottS that. Wit have misgoverned I11dla,. to t.he dia

satiafaction of its inb.abitant.i. 

" lr our diplomatists and polilieians would only keep their hands otn or misehit"r1 

it is astonis11ing how perfl"et a bulW"ark nature and fortune h•ve oppos~ to the 
possibility ora tiUCCt'SifU) illVa&iol\ of Btit.isb l11dia from the Wl!'SIW'i<lrJ, 'fhe COUfl• 
try l)lng between Persia and Brithb India i!I: oue either of rugged rnouutafus or of 
uucul1ivaled and almost impa111able $andy de&ert.11o · On 1'ru! &id.e of Persia, all but 

011" onti narrow quarter, it i11 a a:and1 desert two huudr~d 1nile~ bread, Oo the !lide: 
o( India, thtirt> is a far more extensive cne, gen~rally of double that Ureadtb, ncept 
at one 1•ulnt aho. E\•en at chis hast point there ig, according to ~fr. £LPRl:t.STose:) 

one b1.1ridred and sir.ty milrts of ; the 5lfongii'st country' he ha I 1 ever ~een,' 
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Tht' peorle rhat an inYadh•g army wouhl bave to er.cmun1er, ir not alif.1ntE'd by 
('.IUTambirl1J.n, is:a"! formidable e• llH.-iT eouniry is strong. They are l"~timnted n:t 

fourlt'eh millions; a (outtb p8Tt Df whom, probably. art! in Chai. sheplwrd or no. 

made state in which men Ji.ave little to lose •nd much to gain by war, 'l'he rulirig 

pE'-Ople e1eeed four millint1s in number; a.nd in their manne-r~, habit~, and ct1s· 
tomo1 are ratbt!r C:uropt>1H1.1 &f the middle ages than A"l1atics. 'An l?:.urupean,' Ny.1 

lUr. E&.Pll1NSTONZ 1 'comit1g among then, would SiCarcefail to admire their martial 

and lofty spirit, their ho0spitiali1y, aud their bold and simple m•nners. He would 
admire their $Cror.g ant.l active form•, tht>ir f.'.lit complt>.:iio~~, aud F.uropN.n f-t>a• 
turea i their industry and entierprhe j the hos.pitality, sobrit-ty, and contempt of 

pleasure, which appear in ail their babies; and, abo'le all, the indrpendll!!ICll! and 
energy ofsln·irebaracter. T11e Afghans themselves (he addsJ exult in the free 
~pirit of t11eir h1111itu1ioria. '11iie-y endeavour to maintain that all Afghans are equal. 
I or1ce s•rf.itlgly urg"'d on a "Very intE::lligenl old mt1.ri, o0( 'he tribe of }le•llkb11oil, 

the supuiority of a quit t and H!cure life~ under a powerful monarch, lo the dis• 

cord, the alarms, and th~ blood which tht-y owed 1 o their preisenl &ystem, The 
old man revHed with great warmth, and thus coueluded a11 indignant i1arangue 
11gaiu&t arbitrary powf'r-• '\Ve are content with discord, we are content with alarma1 
we are eon1e11t with blood-but we wiU IU!'let be oonteQt whh a master.'' 

., The plain truth is, that we are breaking down~ by our aggre!'sion, the moat I 
formidable portion of the buhr&l'k that lies betwren us and invasion to the '\Vest. 

1

_ 
We an~ making, in fact, tlu:! falae movement. or a general, who, finding a broad 
marsh betweeo himself and bis opponent, wentoul1 etosses it. with gr~a.t loss 

and incon•enienc41, posts bimllelf on tbe opposite margin, and, cutting hilnself otf 

from his supplies. affords bis opponent, Dct. the 6rat ft1vour~ble momeet, an nppor .. 
tunity (lfdri1ing him into the swamp"> ur star'l'ing him to dee.th, or compelling him 

to suU•!lld~r t1.t discretion. Sueh is a fair view of '>Ur pre3e11t. adventure ; nor ean 

we see any termination, utitt discomfiture excepted, to the course into whieh it 
lt>ads, undl it. bring us to the Very thing w~ ciepteeate-co11tlgu~ty and collision 

•itb the power of Rui:tia iu f'enia.''-Spectator, Jul!f27, 1839. 



CHAPTE!l ll. 
R11njeet Singh rel\1.lles to permit 011r troop& to p:ial'. thro1•;b the Punjaub-Route b1 the BC1!11n 

Pass-Augmentation c-f the a.rmy by 13,000 men besides the: Contiogent-R«:t:rt'=menl of the 
Co'llmander-in-Cbief, Sil' U. Fnne-Slr J". ltea.ne nomlnD.ted Gen.er.tlhslmo of the Army et 
thG lndu1-Entrance into A!fgl1nnlstan-Rl'ngal columr.i-Reserres-Homhay column lands 
a.t V ikkur-Hostile D.Bpect ~ SOinde--\Vant of camels-Scarcity or Commisearia.t stores
Dcmonatratlona oo HyW-abad-Ameers agree to onrterms-~ngal t'OltHnnreMhes RoNe, 
and Cl'9.ll!C& the Jndus to 8ukkur-Miaunderafandings bet"b.:l the llengaland Bombay co~ 
lumns a.bout ~Dtcl$-Colonel Dennie•a remonstrances on the inutility of the Shab•9 
leviea-<.'apture of Kurrachee-Resene left there-A.mount of force at Sl1ikarrore in 
Ye\>rua.ry-Beagal troops &f.CSDd the Bohn PaH-Apprebeo.siona on reaehing Qnettab
Rumours o( a Tetreat--Conduci: of the Khan of Khelat-Sir A: Burues"s mission to
Breaka bis. as;reemcnta-\\'e resolve to dclbrone him-EJ:.tl'eme 1c11rclt1 of proviaiona
Troops on half rativna fur &IX weel«l-Arrfve at C;i.odahar and enki: lt unopposed
Frogl'ess of tbe Bombay column-Th<! Lukkee Pa»-Larkban:i-'Cbe deaert-lleach 
Da\\Ut'-Ex.ec"ive beat-Euter tbo Bolan !•ass-Reach Quettah-.Ardve lli Candalult-
AdVilntu.rei\' of Colon-oL Dennie betwixt Sbikarpore and Gaodab&r-l!'orco at-Condi. 
lion of-llcm~11 5ix weeks a.t Ca.ndahnr-Match on -Ohu~nie-De5cr1ptkin of fortt•ess
Cont!.ictlng Mcouuts of enemy's forco-Open tire ot' artillery on tbe h·alliJ of-Move 
round from the Cawluhar to tb& Cabovl sidi.:-Plnu of attack of-Captain Outram'" 
attack 011. the epem,y•s irreglllars-Slauglitcr of the Gha:cee priso-n01s-Prep~ra.tfoo ro-r tb& 
attack-SucceMoful cxplo&.iOP o-f powdet"·bags at tbe gate-Storrolui; of the gale-capture 
of t!"le fMt.re&s- Excellent coud11et of our troops-Advance oo. Ca.bool-Dost. Ma.borneJ 
aba.ndol'.led by bis troops-Captul'e of his &"UUB and baggage-Pursuit of, by Ca})t. o,ttram 
-Treachery cf Hadji Kbao Kakur-Tbe Dost. mak1111 his escape iota Too-rkistan-kcturn 
o! the pursuing part; to Cabool-The Shah enter.a. Cabool-State Durbar for the pu:rpoae 
of conferring the Daorannee OrUer, Dr. Kennedy's accoi.;i1t of-Bengal column q.uit.s c.,.. 
boo-1-Prticeeds lfy Jellahbad anJ. Khyber, tbrou;:h the l'uoja.ub, to Yeror.epore-Bombay 
column proceeds t" Ghuzokl-Captd.n Outo:am•e operations again.at the Gbinies-Coluanu 
ta'kes the left of Cand:d111.r- Reaehell Qo.ettab-011c pwtiou descends tho Bolan Ea.as and 
reache& Sciadc-Lon by Cholera-General Will~hire adva.nc1111' on Khela.t-G.Uaut cap. 
ture of-Sla.ughter at-captain Outram'l ll.dV®t1.1re~General 'VUl&hire ileMiends t.he 
Gund.ava Pass t.o Scinde-Lord Keaoe•s return to Bomln.y, a.nd reccp1ion-Ge11era..I re. 
l\ections-Troap! rtquke4 to be 1-eft in AiFgluloi<it.an -OpW!ons of the campaign tntel'• 
tai.ned in Eng-land. 

SQ soon ;is it beca1ne i:ranif~ st that nothing but a. war on the largeot seale 
woulU. fully meet the views or the. Goveraor-General and his advisers, it 
was resol"ed that this l!ibould be commenced in form next spring, a.s early as 
the d1sappear ... nee (If the snow beyond the passes would perwit. Runjeet 
Singh deelining to l'luffer our troops to traverse the Punjaub, our principal 
rendeitvous 'flnu1 appointed tu be Shikarpore jg Scindt>; our liDe of advance, 
by the Bolan Pass, Quetlab, and C;:i.111h1har. 

Durjng lhe rrE'1in1inary diphnnatic arr<1ngf'men1i:=, w11ich had occupied 
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from Dece1nber, 1837, till Anglt$t1 1S3S. military preparations had been in 
rapir.l progTe~s. The Army uf India, which had, siuce 182!!, been rtduced 
from an effective furee of 274,000, did not, in l887t exceed the strengtl1 of 
l90,000, eKclusive of contingent or subsidiary troops. (1) This was, before 
the mouth of Oclob~r in the follo,,.ing year1 raised to 203,-000 i-au augmen· 
1ation of tL'D men lo ~aeh eompany (2) ordeN"d on the 30th Jnot-, and a 
seeond of i:;imilar amoant on the 28th August, 4aving given an iuerease of 
lS,000 men. (3) Besides this, a force raiaed am~ngst the camp .. fol!owers 
at lhe Compauy's varjous frontier posts, officered from 1.l1e l11Jjan ar1ny, 
and paid by tbe Bi-his h. treasuty, Udder the name of the i\ Shah's Co11ti11-
g~ut1 ''added, before ne-xt 1aidsummer1 nearly 81000 mea to the muster· 
roll of the army; these, if not very ellieient1 were as expensive as onr best 
drilled veterans. The cncrease of our army, occasiou.ed by the Atl'ghaa 
war) betwixt 1839 aod 18421 amouoted to 50,826 u1eo. 

Sir Henry F ... 11e was at this time Commander·in~Chier of all India. He 
is said to have disapproved both of tbe priociples of policy, and the arrange
ment of the details of the expcJitioo; (4) aud viewed lvith great appre
hension the prospect of having our armies so far removed from theil' base of 
011eratioas-our own: frontier~ 'fbe Commander•in·Chi~f was, be~ides, in 
indiffereot health and about to proceed to Europe: he had, indeed, relireJ. 
aad was succeeded by Sir Jasper Nicholls, before the expedition returned 

1. British Empire in tho E.ist, by Cou.llt Bjornstjerna, 1838.-Translated 
by IL Evarui Loyd. London, 1840. Vol. L, p. 185. 'JhefoUowing is givc11 by 
tlJ.is illustrioos toreigner a.a the ~trength of t1ur armiee in 1887 :-

stadl'. British........................... 31'2 Brougb.tover •• , •• • •. •• 17,!.76 
CoIDpany'1 odlcera of British hirth •• 3,4J6 Artillery train ••••.• , , , • 1,392: 
Officersut Jlindoo birth •••••• ,,...... 3,416 Ca\>alcy ,,,. .... , . ••. • • H.Oi!J 
Engil"lee-t cotpJ,, ••••····•··•·•···••·• 31 498 hitauil:'.J',,., ••••.••••••• 124.281 
Hor!e artillery .••• ····-···............. t,022 ~uropea.n troops. •.•••••• 26,!iti2: 
}'oot ditto.... . . •• ... . • • .. •• .. •• li,!!92 Medie11.l 8UJI', &:c.-... • •• &,00(1 

1711.ii(> Total. •••••• l~,360 

2. See General Order, Simla.J SOth June and 28th Au~ust, .. -republished ill 
Bombay G. 0. to the sa.me effect, i'or the army of the lVeatern PreM.dency 
July l!i1.th and September3rd. ' 

S. Asiatic Journal, new aeries, second pnrt, p. 3281 for Dec. 1838. The 
c..:>St of tho Compa11y'5 military eJSt.ablishment \Vas in 1830 set down in the Par .. 
lian1entary papcr.:s at. 9t 1nillions sterliog-. 'l'ho ordinary annual charge or a 
sep\\y rt:"gin1cut of 1000 n1eo, evory thing incloded;. is ree.k.oncd at a,bou& 
£-iO,OOU :-that of a European Tegim.cnt at a.bont £8°'1000. Cavalry charges 
a.re double tbo.\te of tnfautry. 

4. Letter fro1n his son) pu.blished in the London Times of 5th June 1842 :
" l am l)repared to pro\·~. If eallcd upon, rsa.ys Colonel ~"a.De] that thomili· 
tary head in ludia. and sco;.>nd me1nber or coun.c.il of that country, did OP
posc, or pcrh:1ps rather voiut uut. to the Governor -General, the .extreme 
dauger of this \tild nnd unmeasured expeJitk111."-" He ensured Lord Auck· 
l 1ud vf tho success 1vhich did a& ftr.st .q.ppear to attenll us, but warned him, 
that to n1aintain large bodies of troops in countrioC>S ao <lista.nt, aod which 
scaree p1·odueod food sufticieut .or the sca.rity 11opuJation, \\a5 next to inlpo•• 
eiblc.'' 



so 
to In~Ha.. (5) I-le resi~ned the command of the onward Foree at Ferozepore, 
and boa•s were provide1i for hiins-elf and staff to drop down the Sittleilge 
anJ Iodns, (keeping parallel with the roarebing colurnn} wilh the intention 
of remaininlf at Borub.a.y, ( ;Vhieh he' in fact did for several months after
wards) but retaining the po3t of Comm~nJer-in-Chief in India antil his 
successor .should be appointe.i from home, The G1)vernor·General1 in1me• 
dla.te1y upon this resignatinn in December 1839, nominated Sir John Keane 
(O the cl1ief command and direction of the whole t .. rce; a brave and expe
rienced officer., but llead-strong, passionate, vioJietive and do1nioeeriog, 
thonµ:h bold and determinEd in action. From this period he was instructed by 
the G•)veroor·Gt•neral to give ilis own orders to Sir \Vitlougbby Cotton, who, 
as senior ufficer1 succeeded to tbe command or the Bengal eohunn as a 
temporary 1nea.sure, until its junetior. with the BoTnbay troops. 1'his also 
gave tbe ternporary command of a division to ~Iajor General Nott, and or a 
brigade to Colonel Dennie. The l1ead-qaarters of the Bengal column had 
asse.nbled at FeroieporP, a.n outstation oo the banks of the Sutl.Pj, about 
50 miles from Lahorf', tlie ca1)ital of the Punjaub, The ae:ire~t course for 
thjs body to have f>Ursued would have been through tb.e Seikh territory; by 

whieh route a n1arch of 350 miles from their canton1nenta \Vould have 
brought them to Pesha.,Tur; 200 more through the Khyber and IChoord 
C.abool paues and by Jellala.bad, would have taken them at once to Cabool. 
The diffieulties of this line have at all times beeo conside~d fonnidable: 
no army save our own ever appears to have forced them. Nadir Shah, io 
1739, pa.id £1001000 for the use or the passes; ('i) and the l(hyberies and 
Ghilzies who inhabit the adjoining 1nountains, have always been in the 
habit of receiving from .£4,000 to .£8,000 a-year a.'I black-mail, fro·n the 
Doorannee rulers, for free pas:11ages to kafilas to aud from Ca.boot Yet the 
facility with which Colone1 'Vada 1na.de his way, the followii'1g August, 
frnm Peahawur to Cabool with 10,000 men, shews that wheo the nath·es 
a.re liberally treated~ and prudently dealt with, and not previously e11;citeJ to 
hostility, their country may be traversed with comparatively little troubie. 
The ol~ections to thfa route, however, lay not in the physical Jiffi-0ulties 
which prcsenteLI themselves to our progre~s,-tbese have grown upoa us as 
we have becorne better a.cquainted with them. They were at the time sur· 
mounted by the Shal1z,da 'fiinQ11r1s contingeot1 and were held comp1ra .. 

tivl'ly lightly of by officers of exp~rieoce. (1) The insurmountable olljec· 

5. Narrative of the 'V'ar 1n Affghauistan, by Capt •. H. J:lavelock~ I:C. 1\1. 
J3tb L. I., Vol. ii., p. 173. 

6. l\lnrch aud Operat-ions. of the Ar1ny of the Iudus-1840. Iliajor Hougli, 
to. whom we 1>ha1l )lave 1na2n· oe<:a~iou• of acknowledging our ob1i •ations, 
omits to quote his 11ut.hority on· th.1$ voint. " 

7. Captain Hli,vclock reason"! this mattt>r very ably: he gives the ptefi't· 
eoce to an ailva.nco br Dera-lsmacl Kha~1-a.. little·k11own p!"lth ove1· t.h~ 
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tioo11 of our aneieut allg Runjeet Singh to the passage of so formidable a 
force through tl1e centre of his country, co1npelled us to take the western or 
Bolan Pass route, towards which the Bengal column pow prepared to 
marcb. Dy the beginning of December, the forl?e on the Bengal side, just 
mentioned as destiQed to proceed wjtbout delay to Scinde, amounted to 
9,500 men. A cooshJera.bly larget numbet had originally been intended; 
but intelligence of the retirement of the Persiaa army frorn Herat io the 
end of September~ diminished the exigencies. of the service; and the intima· 
lion which notified this\ stated that, untler these a\tcred circumstancQ, tha 
-comm•nd of the column would be assumed by Sir \Villou.gbby Cotton, on 
the marela downl'fards to Shikarport. (8) Besides this, a reserve division 
of 4,230 men was stationed at Feroiepore under l\1111jor-General Duocan. 
A Seikll army of observation of l5,000 was a.greed by Runjeet Singb to be 
maintained at Peshawur, while the levie.s of the Shahzada Timour. tbe 
eldest son of the Shah, amounted to 4.,soo of the contingent, with 61000 
Seikh allies. This last w.u ta.ken el•arge of by Ueut.-(;{)lonel \Vade, (9) 
and moved on Cabool by the eastern passes. 

The Bombay column, under Sir J. l{eane-., landed at -Vikkur, on the 
eastern hank. of the fiujamry mouth of the river tndus, .50 miles to the 
right of the town and fort of Kurracllee, betwixt the 20th and 28th of 
November, (JO) '!'he Ameers of Scinde-feudatories of the Dooraonee 
Empire., with whom, for the space of ten years., we had been on tenns of 
alliance {l l)--bad faithfully prowh1ed to prov-ide supplie1 and the means of 
conveyance for our armies. On our arrivdl at I{ urraehec, so far from find• 
iog t11at either the one or the other bad been attended to, it was diacoTered 
that they entertained the most jealous and hostile feelings towards us1 and 
had doae all that they eoultl to obstru.et and annoy UIJ on our advan«. 

mountains ftom. Dejcra.I; direct upon Ghuznie; by \vhich it lvasprctended 
General Nott's force ivero, on D. recent;. occasion, ordered to return. 11ave-
1ock wrote after returning to India. by tlle Khyber route ; and speaks dis ... 
pa.ragingly of the Khoord Cabool and Tezeen defile~, wbich at that time ho 
had not iseen. It is curious that this officer should lui.vc had th1·ee times to 
force his way through this aerie~ of passes-onee on the march of Sir R. Sale's 
force in October 184J, and twice with that of General Pollock in September 
and October 1842. 

8. General order quoted by Hough, p . .3, dated Secret Department, De
cember 4. 

9. Captain, llO\f Lieut. Colonel Sir,,. C. ~l. '\Vade, then political agent in 
these parts. 

10. Rough n(ltcs of the Campaign in Scinde and Aft'ghanistan, by Captain 
J.n.mes Outrnm.-C::unp~ign of the Army of the lndu~~ by R. H. Kennedy, }I. 
D., Superintending Surgeon to the Bombay column of the force. '1'11e tx>.rt 
-0f KurracheeJ at wbich the Britii5h force has, sioce 1838~ been .s.tatioDed,,. is 500 
mil<:!s by ~ea from llombay. A Lighthouse) o.nd ne\v cantonments, haYe ju!l-t 
been o!dered to be constructed, with a. view of 1naintaini.ng i~ as a permauent 
t:iosseBJ1on. 

II. Vbit to the Colill't of Scinde, b.v Ja.mc:a Hurites~ Jll, D.J K. II., F. u. s. 
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\Vhile Ibey continued to profess the utmost friendship for us, they began to 
levy~ en masse, their fighting men from seventeen to sixty years of age. 
From 16,000 lo 171000 Beloochees occupied the Hydtabad side of the river. 
So eager were tliese undist.-iplioed hordes to attack us, that it was said the 
Amee1s had to distribute from £50.,000 to £60,000 aotongst them to keep 
them at peace. (12) Captain Outram, (wl10 acted as extra. A. D. C. to 
Sir John l{e;ine.) one of the most acUve1 indefatigable, and adventurous 
soldier& in the army, was dispatched withont loss eoi time to Cutch, a sub• 
sic1iary stale lo the eastwar.l, 'vith letters from Sir Jol1n·Keane and Colonel 
(now Sir Ilenry) Pottioger to the llao, llis IIigl1ow;i wa~ the personal 
ftiend of botb1 as well as one of the most zealous and faithfu1 s11pporters of 
the British vovernment to be fouad a:1nong the princes of India. anti his 
aid and inftuence on thi.!1 occasion enabled Captain Outram to suooeed 
in collecting a censidcrahle supply of eamels-·a most seasonable help to 
Sir John Keane. 1'hc troops which had disembarked at Vik.kur 5,500 
stronp-, after l'arious difficulties and delays, advanced towards Talia on tl1e 
24.th December. They crossed an arm of the Indus by a bridge of boats : 
the bea\'Y baggage was traosported in flat-botto1nerJ vessels up the stream. 
1'ho climate here was very trying for the native troops : the tl1ermometer, 
whieh rose to about 90° during the day, descending as low as 35° over 
night)-a temperature, this latter) which nearly incapa.~itates t11e sepoy, as 
the former nnfits the European, for duty. (13) It had originally been pro~ 

· posed that, for the sake of prodncjng a moral effect, the army should 
proceed up tbe riV"~r by boat i but this unwkle project was afterwards 
1·euounce1.t Its extreme inexpediency was subsequently proved by the diffi
culty experienced in providing boats for the transportation of tbe mere 
ordnanec stores of tbc army,-wh~tevcr wae transpQrted by tho river being 
afterwards found an impediment an~ vex:Hion. (t4) 

The granaries had b~n plundered by the Beloocbees, as was believed by 
the sanction of the A_meerl!. At length, seeing th~t \Ve could make our 
way without their aid, and in spite of their resistance, they agreed to the" 
tcr1ns of tbe treaty propo~ed by us; having further pledged 1hemselves to 
supply us with whatever we required, o-n being duly paid for it. A tribute 
of £280,000 having been set. down as due by the1n to the Shlll Soojah, WP, 

as his p.atroas, for the present compelled the111 to make payment. t.o rn of 
.£100,COO as a first inslalment of the long arrear. By the lst Februal'y 
theJ bad duly profesJed submission, their army having) with muuh difficulty, 

12. Ou1ra:m1 p. 30. 
13. Narrative of the Campaign of the Army of the Indus in Scinde and 

Aifgbanista.n, in lS:lS.39-By R. H. Kennedy, ,?\f. D., Chief of the M~dical Staft" 
''Of the Bomba.y Division. 

14. Kennl;!dy, Vol. i., p.145. 
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bun di&banded by them: Their resolution on this point was probnbly · 
stimulated by the fact, that while the Bombay column was encamped witltin 
two marches of their capltal, the Shah,s contingent, 6,000 strong-which 
wat the fir.at to approa.e-h. the riTer at Shikarpore on their left, ~oved down 
parallel to the line of Sir John Ketnets upward aJ,ance, and occupied 
Larkhana, whiie halt the Bengal column moved upon their right. the other 
half standlng fast at Sukkur; so that they had in their imrnedEate ne-igh .. 
boarhood three armies, amounting in all to above 20,000 men. After a. 
considerable halt at Tatta, collecting camels and making other prepa .. 
rations, as wcU as carrying on neg-otiations with the Ameer:J, the f~1rca 
moved on to Jerruek, one of the atroag-est positions on the Indus, and 
witl1in two marches of Hydrabad. Here it wa.~ that the Ameers were 
desired to comm11nicate their final answer to the terms proposed. They at 6rst 
resolutely refused their assent to these, and Slr John K.ea.ne adopted tnoa~ures 
without lo1H of time to co1npel them to come in to our views. He dispatched 
messengers and additional guard1 down the river to ha.~len up a.od ptoleet 
the heavy ordnanee and ammunition, whi-0h would be required in the event 
of an attack. upon Hydrabad becoming necessary i while the other demon .. 
1Strations from the force above were directed as already detailed. The 
Ameers seeing themselves in this serious predicament-t~rea.tened with an 
attack upon their capita.I frorn all points, imn1ediately gave in to all the 
terms proposed to them. 

It did oot come wi1hin the plan for the can1paign th'lt IiydrabaU shoulJ !! 
be taken, or the Ameers deposed; the inst:ru.ctions of Lord Auckland were 
very &trong and s~cific on this point, and nothing sho1•t of an actual attack 
on our troops1 or positive refu$a1 of tl>e Ameers to come in 10 our term3, \ 
would have justifi~l the Commander-in~Chief in using forea and attacking 
their capita); it being thought that the consequences of such a n1ea!>llre 
might retard the ulterior operations 11f the campaign, and perh~ps the 
season be so far advanced as to render 11azardo11s the 1nar<!h ()f the troops 
tbrough the Bolan Pass1 and thereby delay the operations for a whole year .. 
The re1:1iderit, Colonel Pottioger1 was most rc:iolute in resisting all proposi- I 
tions involving the idea. of actual oggression, to 'vhich aLundant provocation 
had been given. Tlie Governor~General wis afterwards greatly pleised 
with Sir John ](eane':s managemeAt of the affair. (15) l'he brushwood i 

adjoining the camp having taken fire, during the halt al Jerruek, three 
promising young officers, who had been out shooting, were burnt to death. 

On the 241h Jan. the Bengal eolu.rnn reached Roree, oa the Indus; and on 

15. 'Ve Elat'3 this on tbe authority subsequently referred to as unquestion .. 
able, although not named. An irupressioo hns hitherto very genernlly pre .. 
vailed that :;ir J. Ke.1ne was in fault io not J1aving attacked Hydra.bad : 011 
no poiut \Vere 11ia instructions more eJ:plicit ; they 'Were to the elfect notified.. 
in the teJtt. 



the 27th erossod to Sukkur, on tl:e left bank, by a bridga of boats. 
Ilukkur, a strong fort s:Ituated 011 a rocky island in tbc middle of tlte river, 
W&!, after some delay, cetlod to us by authority of the Ameer of JChyrpoor, 
On the 2Sth, a detachment of 5)500 men 'vas dispatched towards l:Iydra
bad, untlel' Sir \V, Cotton, to act in concert with the army of Sir John 

l\.eane1 whose mo'ft-atents have just been given, sbo11ld the conduct of tlle 
Ameers have compelled active measures to be resorted to~ The treaty had, 
however, me1J.nw·hile been subscribed ; and, when seven n1arches on his 
'vay, Sir "\V. Cotton wa.s, on the 6th February,_ ordered to retrace his steps. 
'l.1he Shah's contingent having marched. in a llne nearly puallel to &.l1a.t of 
Sir "\V. Cotton's detachment) but on the western side of the river and at 
some distance from its bankll, bad meanwhile occupied Larkhana .some 25 
miles lower down, but on the sa1ne side with Shikarpore-. Jntimatiou 
having been received that there was no further occasion for their services in 
the direction of llydrabad 1 tlie t'vo tletachments retraced their steps, and 
"otur11ed to. bead-quarters ; thal oo tl.e right bank of the river having 
crossed the Iodus from Roree to Sukkur by a bridge of boats betwixt the 
13th and l~th, At Sehwnn,, Sir lJenry f,.J.Pe and Sir John l(eane met by a 
preconcerted plao, aad tbe meetiug was such as could not but gratify ~u 
who saw it. 1.'hc two me>o embraced: they had a1way~, it seems, been 
upon the most intimate and friendly tern1s1 and meeting for the first time in 
the east on iu.tch an occasion, and in st1ch a plact"1 wa5 full o-finterest· 

On rcachiog Larkhana, 6ir John J(eane, in a. geueral order, dated lOth 
I\1arcb, :i.nnounood to th~ troops of both preshlencies the arrange1Uents oon
$&}Uent upo.n his assuming th~ eoron1an·ill in ob<.--<lieuce to the Governor. 
General's ol"<lers,. by which ai:nu11gst utl1cr tl1i11gs Sir \Yilloughby Cotton, 
as a 1nalter of course, fell bat·k to lhc commaDd of l1is divisioo, General 
Nott to hi6 bl'igade, and Colonel D~nuie to hi.!J reghnent; Major .. Generoal 

\ViH.shir~ tQ command the Bombay divisiun 1 A1ajor-6cneral Tbackwell the 
cavalry division, a.nd, .Srigadler Stevenson, as senior officer, the artillery of 
OOtb presidendes .. The troops of Bcnga.l aod Bombay to be guided as 1nucb. 
as possible by the regulatio(ks of their owu partieular presidency i and tbo 
orders or t11e Comman<ler-in-Clief intE>ndcd for both to be issued through, 
and signed by, Lieut .• Colont-l l\1acdonaltJ, the l:eputy Adjutant-General of 
Queen's troops, Ilombay, and senior offieer in the department of the 
Atljutant·General with tbe force, o.ltieiati.ng ~lso as Milita.ry ~ecretary to 
liis .Excellency. 

Sir Jobn Keane quitted the llon1bay column a f~w days afterward•s for 
the ad\•anee, taking as his esC'ort a wing of the Jst cavalry, an.done of the 
l9th Native •nfantry. Q.n reacbiog Dadur, he had his first iotervie.w with 
lils li-1ajesty Sl1a.h Soi:ijah and ~1r. (afterwards Sir \Villiam) ~1acnaghten 1 
~1 1ose camp had reaehed that place tl10 d<1y before,_ and all 1noved on 
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together through the Bolan Pas!. 'fhe Shah's camp continued during all 
the aftar operations with the Commander-in .. Chlef. 

The Governor· GeDeral employed Sir Ale:xander Burne~, ~tajor Leech, 
and several otber officeril to collect camel~, and was under the impression 
that when all should be concentrated at Shlkarpore, they (including those 
with tbe Bengal column) would amount to 451000 j and this number1 ho 
informed Sir John l{ea.ne, should b" distributed into fair proportions 
between the troops of the two presidencies and Shah. Soojah's contingent~ 

but not one half this amount was ever collected. The Bengal column,. 
which bad just arrived, teok it for granted that all the camels were for 
them ; and thought it extremely hard that the Commander- in-Chief should 
order any to be appropriated for the ll:ombay troops1 or fur the Shah: the 
Bengal Commissariat officers left at Shikarpor(>, in particular 1na.naged ta 
el'ade el•ery order sent to them to dispatcb camels to Larkhana, until Cap .. _ 
tain Ootram was sent there,- and CoJonel Dennie, who was then in charge, 
exercised his authority -very properly on that point. At this time Colonel 
Denaie wa8 still in command of two native regiments of General Nott's 
brigad~, and thought it hard these troops .should be left there, and the 
c::amels given up for raw levies of the Shah. On this pOint he addressed a. 
le~ter to Colonel 1\lacdonal<l. for 'be information of t11e Commantler·in
Chief; and out of this has arisen an erroneous impres:sion, as now ascer
tained, that Colonel Dennie thereby incorred the di~plea.s\.lre of Sir John 
J{eane. I::lis Exeellency W3.S himself completely of tho same opinion with 
Colonel Dennie, but tho Go,·eroor-General"s pulicy and his orders were, to 
send on the Shah's contingent entire jf possible. It seems Sir John J(eano 
at thls period llad a very high opinion of Colonel Dennie ; ·that be thoogbt 
e~uaUy well of him when he joined at Candabar; and up to the day after 
Ghuznie was taken, wliea, by a. visit Colonel Doonie paid bim in his tent, 
he greatly offeuded the Commander.in.Chief. (Hi) The rep&rts, tberefor~, 
which have gain~d such extensive circqlation, countenanced :r.s they are by 
hia own letters since pu'olished, that Sir John Keane bore enmity tu Colonel 
Dennie bof-ore the capture of Ghuznie, are totally without foundation: 
Sir J oho Kcaoe felt bimself bound to disapprove of some arrangements 
m.ia.de by Colonel Denpie-, when he -volunteered to take charge of a conv()y 
fro~ .l)a,dur through the Bolan Pass, which ioclud~d two troops of the 
Shah's artiilery, a great part of the mate rial belonging to them haviag been 
e;i.ptnred by bands of plunderors and robbers in the pass on that oeeasion .i 
but this circumsta~ce made no difference in the fijelings Qf the Commander-

16. We give this view of the ease on the highest auth()rity: our own 
impressions have, we confe~, been hitherto different~ wo aru happy to ha.ve 
lhls oppoTtunil:y of correcting them, 



86 

in-Cbief loward& Colonel Dennie, who was a guest at Sir John Keane•• 
table, partaking of his hospitalities during the bait al Candahar. 

A reserve force of 3,000 men had been ordered up from Bombay to be 
1tationed at Kurra.cbee. They landed near the town on the 3d February, 
&bout 50 miles frotn the Hujamry moutb of the Iodus, where the troops 
under Sir John Keane had disembarked on the 27th November, 

The fishermen on the coast had informed them that the fort was one of 
the strongest in Lower Scinde, and that it W<1.S defended by ooe of tlte 
Ameers in person, with an arniy of 3,oOO men. Her ~fajesty's sl1lps 
Welle8le9 and Al9erine, under eomrnand of Admiral Sir F. }Jait!a.nd, ae
companied the transporla. flcr ~laji"sty's 40th having landed under eom· 
mand of Co?onel Valiant, with some artillery., tho fort was levelled by the 
fir1t broadside of the men.of-waT1 and was within the hour in out' posses· 
sion, without the troops 11aving oecasion to ftro a shot. '!'be garrison 
were captured in endeavouring to make their escape, and were found. to 
consist of no more than ~O men! Cholera, whit:h l1as Eince that period 
proved so fatal to the troops stationed at Kurracbee1 broke out soon after the 
brigade was encamped, and ear-ried off many men ; together with Colot)e) 
Thomas Powell of the 401h regiment i an old and e1perlenced Peninsular 
-0ftieer1 much regretled. 'l'o return, however, to the armies now on 
their march towards tl1e mo11ntaiui::i. It l1ad been agreed that the Ben .. 
gal division, for the sake of conveniency of earrJing on baggage and 
supplies, should tnovc at so1ne di11tance ahead of tl1e 1Joa1bay troopE!, 
"bieh l1ad not y2't O\'ertaken them 1 and by a line considerably to the 
right, and that the whole army should unite at Candabar. It was at one 
time pro11o:sed that Sir Jolin I\.eane~s force sl1ould ascend the Gundava Pasll, 
and take a line of route for a time forniing an acute a ogle with that the 
others pursued. rrhis re'solution w.at, t1owever, d~parte<l from, from the 
apprehension of obstructions wl1ith proved to be unreal. '!he descent of 
Sir 'J', '\Villsl1ire by this pasi; 1 after the fall of }Ct!tat the foliowiug November, 
shewed its perfect practicability. ( 17) 'fhe ·whole of tl1e prineipal divh.ion,, 
which lln.d been separated into three portions by the diversion on Hydra.bad, 
11avjng, as already stated, been once more reunited oa t~1e 17th February, 
proceeded towards Sbikarpore1 a large commercial town containing •bout 
6,000 bouse.s1 and 30,000 iuliabitants1 on the edge of the de.st'rt, (18) 
which interposes itself betwixt Scitlde and the fertile plains of Cutehee, 
skirting the foot of lhe n1011ntains i the Bengal S.5th Native Infantry liad 
been ordered to stand fast at Snkkur till relieved, part of the treasure 
ha,'ing been depnsited in the adjoining fort of Bukkur. Sir 'Villoughby 
Cotton arrived at Shikarpore on the 20th February; the other portions of 

17. Kennedy~ vol. ii. 1 p. 157. 
IS. Hough, p . .33 ...... Sir Alexander Burnes~s 'fra.vcls to Dokhara. 
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the rorce l1a\'ing come in io the course of the tl''e preceding days, orders 
were given to commence tl1e marcb towards the Bolan Pass without delay~ 
The force under his immediate comma1:id, including the Shah's contingent, 
amounted to about J5t000 fighting meo, attended by about fS0,000 camp .. 
followers~ so that there were near1y 100,000 people to feed from the eom .. 
missariat. (19) This was altogether independent of the Bombay division, 
amounting to b,.500 fighting men, with probably not fewer than B0,000 
camp-followers ; so that the wllole arrny betwixt Kurrache"-where the 
reserve of 3,000 was :stationed-and Dadur, just before "e entered tbo 
Bolan Pas!, a.mo\lnte,1 to 27,000 soldiers, and probably 123,000 ca.mp .. 
followers,-or nearly 150,000 in all. 1"he Bombay camp followers provid
ed their own food, and were not rationed by the commissariat. The 
desert having been ero.ssed in safety~ Dadur1 at the foot of the moun
tains 150 miles beyond Sbikarpore, was attained hy the 6th Ala1'ch, the 
Bombay troops being .still nine rnarches, or nearly 100 miles, behind. 
Here sappliesi began to run short, so that it was thought ptndent to 

put the non~comhatant,g of the Bengal c~lum11 on half rations before 
entering the mounlain country. Yet they had scarcely left the terri. 
toties of prCJfesslng allie;i. and overcome n? more than one~lrnlf of the 
road to Cabool i they had hitherto lost little or riothing by pillage, and 
never encountered an enemy. Dadur is, as already stated, the nearest 
town to the base of that. enormous ridge w~Jieti~ bu.ttre~s·like, sup
ports tlle table land beynnd. The latter is here aUained by the dctllo 
known by the name 0£ the Bolan Pass-a terrible chasm wl1ich, in the 
eonrse of 70 miles, carries the traveller to a hei1rht of .'i,637 feet above tbe 
level of t!J.e plains below1 which are here about 750 feet in height above lho 
.sea. This rortion of' the country is iohabiled by the poore't and wildest 
tribe:!!, who Jive entirely by plunder-supporting existeace on the plainest 
and scantiest fare. Fortnnalely, they otf~teJ. no opposition to our troops 
till jnst about to quit the de61e, when some skirmishing toQk place, by 
whh:-h a few of t'lUI' people were wounded. The exce!lsivc barrenness and 
1.teepnes1 of the line of march had ea.used the destruction of a Ta.St number 
of hor.!iles and camel!!', and a considerable loss of private baggage. On the 
26th :a-:Iarch the troops arrived, in safety, at Q11ettah, where a very sh(lrt 
halt was permitted them~ This is the eapital of the fertile valleys of' Shawl 
and Pesheen. It eontalns a pupulalion of about 6,-000 souls. The territory 
was. in the reign of Ahmed Shah, made uver to l{ela.t on condition of coll .. 

t:ributing a .contingent of 12,000 men when the exigencies of the stato 

19. Hough~ P• 3~. '\Ve give the above nn the authority of liajor Hot1gh. 
We nre assured, however, by a. member of Lord Keane's staff, that the camp
followers must be prodigiously over-rated-28~000 onl,y havin(I" been mustered 
a.t Candaha.r. i:::i 
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required it: it afterwards beearne, a.Jong with Keltt, wholly independent of 
Caodahar, who!ie chiefs desired to keep it in subjection. \Ve have just 
seen how the expectatioqs of the army had been disappoJnted ia obtaining 
11upplie.s from the Ameers of Hydraba.d. and Khyrpoor; a more severe 
sour<:e of mortification awaited them in the non-fulfilment o.f the promises 
of !t1ehrab Khan of Ket.at, whose dominions had been traversed by us from 
a. little beyond Shikarpore to Quetta.h. 'fhe chief just named governed the 
"Various rude tribes who inhabit the ieastern portion of Beloochistan. I-le 
could boast a descent from seven princes; w:i.s a shrewd, brave-, unscru
pulous ruler, who had never rought our friendship, or received overtures of 
amity, till the marcl1 of our armies llad begun. "\Vhile the Dooraunee 
t-mpire preserved the semblance of authority [says ?tlassonJ, there was, 
agreeably to the original treaty conelaJed betwf'en Ahmed Sha.h aoJ. 
NassEr Khan, a BeJooch foree of one: thousand mea stalionet.l in Cashmete; 
and the Khans of Kelat had ever been attentive to ll1e obsetV'&nce or theit 
engagements. On the t.lfaloeatioD of the empirt>, and after Cashmere hat.I 
been lost (1809),. there was, of course, an end to the treatyl and, virtually, 
of de1>endence." n. So long as there was a nominal Shah in tbe country, 
as in the case of the Shah Ayub, they professed a eertaiq allegiance; but 
when, by the final partition of the remnants of the Door&.onee e1npire, it 
became parcelled into small a.ud separate chiefabips, they no longer felt the 
necessity of ackuowledgiag the supremacy of either.'' (20) In l8S4, when 
the Shah Soojati was defeated at Candahar, }fehrah l{han gave him 
shelter, and refused to deliver him up to his enemies. (2 I) In November, 
1838, Sit· Alexander Burnes (22) bad bee::t disp;atched to Shikarporo to 
endeavour to obtain a treaty with him, binding himself to supply our a:rmy 
with carriage anJ provi!ions so far as our march Jay through his eottntry. 
For this, the Khan was to rcceiTe a subsidy of _£15,000 a-year during the 
war, besides payment for the a11pplies; but was to be denndet.l of a.U his 
independence, and a moiety of his territory, so soon as the Shah was 
restored! He held out as long as he could, but at length gav1J a hesi

,- t.iti::ig, reluctant, and apparently insincere Cl!ISent. It was no wood.et· that 
he should have been concussed into tl1is' an army of 20,000 men was then 
ou its ma.reb, the whole of whieh was to pass through his territories-one· 
fourth of H by t11e Gundava route. subseqaently aba.odoned1 close to his 

20. Journie.s in Relooehistan, Affgha.ni.stan, and the PWljaub1 by Cba.rle1 
1\-Iasson. 3 vols: llentleJ, 18.J2, vol. ii., p.101. 

21. Ibid, p. 102, Mr. 1\la$$On wali tbe chief, Ol" rather the only, authority 
roferred to by Sir C. i\f. ¥ta.de, in support of the views afterwaTds adopted by 
'Lord Aucklaad in opposition to those ot Sir Alex. Burnes. 

22. Sir Alexander Burne!. was appointed Envoy to lCelat and other states, 
under hlr. Ma.cna.ghtcn's direction-General Notification by the Governor .. 
General, Simla., October I. 



capital, All che historian• of the campaign :J.gree tha.t, had this last line qf 
march been pursued by the Bombay c.olurna, Kelat would h11ve been dealt 
with at once. l\lel;rab promised plentifully, as most orienl.a.1, and ~any 
European prince•, under these cireumsla.nees1 would have done; trusting 
that the chapter of accidents would enable him to evade, or release him 
frorn, a. treaty whioh was acceded to uoder rear or constraint,. and whith we 
had no right whatever to impose upon bim. Major Leech had been at 
l{elat some months before (August 1838), urging the chief to supply us on 
our 1nareb. The answer received at tbis time was such as to furllish but 
little hope Ii.at our ,.;,h .. would be complied wicb. (23) It is important 
to keep these things in view! the affairs of Kelat f'urqfsh two ajngularly 
important episodes further oo io our narrative; and nearly all the writers 
of the time, apparently with()ut searching into the facts, or seriously con .. 
aitlering the matter, eoncur in c:ondemning the Kh:ao as guilty of some 
grievous piece of ingratitude, or a gross breach of trea.ty,-well deserving 
the ca.pit1I pu11isbme11t arte-rwa.rds in:fth:ted on him ! Before leaving Shilt· 
atpore the Kel:at chief ha.d desired us to send people to Like charge of t.he 
stores he had provided for us,, as be would not be respon~ible for their 
safety. On applying at Dadur for what we con1ideted we ha.d reason to 
expect from him, less ll1a1t one-tenth of what we looked for was foaod to 
have b~n proviJed. Oo the 2..lth Mar~h, Sir Alex. B11r1:1es1 with Lieu
tenants Simpson and Paterson, went from Sir-i-ab on a further embassy to 
Kela.t1 to endea101!r to reason the chief into te:-ms. "He appears [11ay:11 
Atkinson] tu have had a morbid dread of the Shah Soojah ; and could not 
be brought to promhe that be would see bim, without the assurance- that 
the British would 11tand his friend•, and guarantee his sa.fety.u (24) He 
was informed that he needed be under no apprehension on that head,-that 
be should h@ld the territory dependeot on Cabool, (25) on tl1e same terms 
as in the reign of Ahmed Shah, grandfather of the Shah Soojab, io the 
middle of the pt"eceding century. He was, as formerly intimated, proposed 
to receive a subsidy of .£ 151000 a-year during the Continuance uf our army 

23. Hougb, p. 451 note :-" I mnst say, [writes Hough,J he, i. .e., Ma.jar 
Leech., was nevcJ" v.:ry sanguine &!f to his k.eCping hi& promise." 

2-1. Hough, p 73, note~ The above are nearly the words said to have been 
wed by tlie Khan. 

25. 'l'h.e Expdition into Affgha.nistan-by Dr. J. Atkinscn, Superintending 
Surgeon of the Bt"ngal Div~ion. The apprehensions here detailed wel'e, in 
all likelihood, a. feint to get rid ot a peculiarly disagreeable arrangement. 
The whole of the- Kelat episode has been excessively compressed. Ollt" treat .. 
nient of l\lehra.b Khan was, perbap~ the most tyrannous proceediug during 
the campaign. 'Ve send a.u army of 20,00o men into the eountry-a.ak. ooe of 
th9 rulers to suppJy us with the means of carrying on the war, which, if suc
cessful, robs him of his power and independe.1Jce-~d then, .'vh~n he en
deavours to resist us, 've attack and plunder h:\s ca.p1taJ, and kill bunself a.nd 
his Chiefs I 

n 
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in the direction of Ii.l1orassan, on condition of supl'lying prov1s1ons, car .. 
riage, and es<!or!s, to the extent 0£ his ability i all of which were to be 
separately JNtid for. -~fler a good deal of sbuffiing and evasioo, he at length 
suhscrihed !he treaty. 'Vhen it i~ considered that, during tile Barukzyeo 
rule, Kelat and its a<"quisitions--Quettah and Shawl amongst fl19 res.t ...... 
had been perfectly iodepentlent, bis reluctance to acee<le to a. measur(t 
whose olijeet was Lhc restoration to the throne a man who bad treated lliin 
with gross ingratitude, and wl10 be hated antl despis~d ,-and that f'rom 
tliis must follow the loss of the fairest 11alf of his country, and all b;s inde
rendence,-his aversion to our advance~ and rt>lut!taoce to .ti!-Sist 11s1 seems 
neither so marvellou& ncr reprehens)ble as the wrilers of the tic:e appear to 
rE>g.&rd it. The provisions were' at length proml.se~J, but were not forth .. 
cotnin~, and lhe payment never was required. (26) Burnes gh·eB & \•ery 
minute account of one oi his discussious with this Chief~ in a letter fo 

Gover11n1ent1 dated ~larch 30, 1839, IIe said that '~ J)ost b-lahomed was 

a. man of reson•ce and ;ability; and though we eould easily put ldm Jown 
through the Shith Soujab, even in ou; ptes,nt mode of proeed t1re1 we col.l ld 
never win over the • .\ffghau nation by it." (27) ·~ '\Vait," said lie, '~till 

11ickresi overtakes ycur troops-till th.ey are exhau.stetl wi1h fadgue froru 
long and harassing tnarthes:, and fron1 the total '\l"ant of .supplies i wait till 
they bate tl•ank of many waters; and wait, too, tiU lhey feel the ~b.tcrp
ness of the Aft'bban swords," (28} 'fhe 1(l1an is· said, on another occasion, 
to have used these omi11011s \vor<ls :-·~ ·~rou have brought an arn1y in10 1l1e 
country" but l!ow do you propose to take it out again?'• (29)-lhe ,·cry 
E>Xpre~sio:i wbich fell f;om the Duke of \Yellington, on the snrn~ subject, ori 

21i. These statement& arc given on the authority or llajor lioug1l, who i.s 
~eneraUy correct, tlicugh he does not c1uote his infornnu.t. He sta.k's tb;it 
Li1;1ut • .Simpson, one of tte party, informe<l hitn tlmt a plot bad been l;iid hy 
~lchralJ Kloan to inurder lbem, '\\·hicb '\vas ouly foilE><l by their su<ltlen dl'par
turc. 'Ibis is not noticed in any ot'tbe h~ttc1·s, either pubJic or privatl::', cif Sir 
Al~xonJcr Uurnes.-wlio f!leaks of tbo Kl1a.11 'vith great re,;pect; neither is it 
60 by lhi~on, to '\\•ho1n be wafi il1timatcly known : and we hold it, therefore, 
ground-cs$~ as it certainly is emh1-cutly iu1p1•obaLle. 

27. 'I'hi!!o letter '\\'US first publi:;hc'l ill the Jlmr1bay Tim~s of tl1e 24tb and 271.h 
A11gQet

1 
1842-~ubsequ<'ntly ut greate1· Jeufth in the Caledoniu.n Jlf.,rcury, (an 

Edinburgh i.;apl'l") ;!:id Oct, 18..;2. Several other domu11ent1:1 appear iu this 
papl:'ruot previouioly µriuted 1 to which we slmll ha.Ye occai:o.ion to N'fer. Burnes 
conclud1·s lus let.t<.•r to Govt'l'11n1eut. hy s.1au11g, in rcf'e1·<.•111.:e to the 1,.'llu11st'l the 
Kelnt Chiet had oftcrcd as to the collduct. ot the Slrnh. Soojah-" l ngr1ted his 
advice "nll ~uuu<l a~ld :;cood.'1 

21i Atld11~011, f'· l::il. Dr, Atld11son's bock contains far the full~st iuforma .. 
tion of auy of 1.Jur prin1ctl authorilit's on the K."'Jut trie:Hy. l:tis f~cts ~111d 
iufercuce.s, huwe\·er, st:~In ofL<'U i:si11gulurly iueonsE:qut>utinl. lie gn·(.>s i the 
aLove a~ cvidl:!n<:e of the cuuncction of tile Chief with Persia and ltus~ia I 
~. '\'e take ibis fr.OlU IJough: it is uot meutio1H~d hy .Uurnt?a rlhe rii:niark. 

a1lc E!!gnci~y o.f'd1c ob1>ern1t1ons o.f ~lie "·111~!c of ihe .Aft};hnn C!1i~t's, as ~h·en 
i11 the utt:ic1al pap~rs,. co11tra,,ti;. .>:tnlnngly ~nth the tlnnf'y !;Oplu~iry of Lord 
Audda1;d'11 politienls. 
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the intimation or our advance into the ~untry h=rving been made in parlia
ment·~ (30) 'Ye Ht?ver took the army &>tit of the country:-t11!'ir _b.onea. rest 
in .Atrghanistan ! Sir Alex . .Burnes r"joined the fore~ on the 7th Ap~iJ, 
'Without any satisfactory arrangement having beon eifected;· "To return. 
from this dJgrea!ion tl) the BeDgal coh1mnt which we le(t at Quettah-the 
Bombay column not having as yet entered the Dolan PaFa. On the 4th 
April, Sir John l{eane haling e.stablisl1ed his head.quarteta at Quettab, 
issued ~n ordt?r jn continuation of tbat promulgated at Lark.hana, dated 10th 
A1art!ll 1 by which Sir '\V, Catton was directed to resume charge of tl1e first 

dh·isiu11, and General Nolt of the .seconrl brigade, from which they had 
beeo temporarily tran1:1ferred on the 4th l)eeember. Colonel Denniet who 
had b~en left in command of troops at Shikarpou.•, was ort.lercd to join bi1 
regimeot1-Brigat1ier Gordon, commanding in Upper Scintle, succeccHng lo 
his duties. l'he otbet details tnay be par,s~d 01et fur the present. So 
searce and dear had grain already heeome_ that the camp-followers greetli!y 

devoured the frieJ skins of sl1eer, coagulated blood, roots, or whatever elso 
they could procure, to save themsel1es from starvalion4 (31) '\'ith a. 
march of 150 milEs before tbecn to Cand.abar, they were obliged to push ·on 
as far as Pcsheen (25 mile~) i.vilb only ten days' half rations for the men, 
and uone at all for the cattle. (31) All communication betwixt the fro.nl 
and rear divh;ions, now 100 milos apart frortl eaeh other, was completely 
cut off by the tribes iu the Pas:!l'. A very unlooked for spirit of disc'lD
lcnt had bl'g~n to :make its appearance amongst the Bengal troops just 
before Sir John Keane took command at Q11etta.h; Tbey 11ad been on 
half rations for some time before bhl arrival, aod llad permitted themselves 
to believe that tbeir situatioa was desperate. A political officer (l\1ajor 
Leech. we untll'rstand) tendered his adviee, in writiog, to Sir \Villough
by Cotton, among other alterations, that a retreat towards Shikarporo would 
be prudeat; this baneful counse1 got eirculatioo through the camp1 and 
was in everybody's month, and many had made up their minds tlHlt it ~ust 
end io a retreat. Tbe first act of Sir John Keane wa~, to desire that 110 

officer ur soldier shoul<l pern1it themselves to indulge in such oonaensical 
and mischievous talk, aad lie issued an order for a march forward. the 
next morning. This con61ience QQ the part of the Commander-in .. Chief 
acemed to inspire spirit in all. The adoption ef some pro1npt and stringent 
measure for the subsistence of t11e troops now became indispensable; and 
a.$ more than nine day~· pro"Vif;ions for a fifteen days' march could .not 011 

.tny terim be proe1tred, the fighting men were put on half, and the non
eombataitts, •~i!o had been redueetl to this ten days before, were brought 

30. Hansard's Debates, FebruaTy, 183!), 
31, liougb, p. 74. 
32, Ou1ra.ru, p. 6'l, 
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UOwn to qna.rtcr rations (83)-or. as Havelock eaUs it, famine a11o1'• 
&nee. (34} On the first march towards Candal1ar, si:s:ty of the artillery 
horses were sbot1 to prevent them from falling into the hands of the enemy. 
-..no more" food for them being proeurable. In the course of seven days, 
116 cavalry horses died rrotn tbe effetts of :!ltarvation; and of eating 

a. poisonous weed often mixed with the grass which wu gatherQd ~ and11 be"" 
twist the 6th April and Jniddle of June, tbi.s arm of the service was ne9rJy 
di$8blell for want ot food? Nine hundred camels had died in the courae of 
ihrec montlJs t (35) It is needJess to follow, in detail, the footsteps of the 
troops on their march to Candabar-a distance of l50 miles1 which occu• 
pied tbem: till the 6th April. They found s1>me supplies of forage. as well 
is live-stook 1 on the way-as weleome as unlooked .. for,- which con• 
siderably relieved tlie pressure ot their neceasities. Ti1ey were iocessanily 
harasaed by the predatory tribes, who, without venturing to attack them. 
Omitted no opportuoity of committing the most audacious act3 of robbery 
oo their baggage. These were, on most occaslona, pur~ued~ and on many 
overtaken; and, wl1en captured, were hanged or shot-no quarter being 
Gn any occasion givea them. On the 26lh April the head-11uarters of tho 
army reached Ca.ndahar. (36) The Bengal column had traversed a diS'tanei!I 
of 11000 miles since quitting Ferozeporc i the noo-eomb.atants l•ad been oa 
half or on quarter rations for the preceding 48 days i the figllting men, 
with the caltle of all armst on half rations; the cavalry and Jigltt artillery 
horaes had )1ad no grain for 26 days, and were at length found unfit for 
dutyt-in whieh state they continued for l!ome weeks after their hall. (37} 

'Ve must now return, bowet'er, and trace the progress ()f the Boolbay 
column; wbicl1, when the Beogal troops entered the Bolan Pass, was nine 
marches in the rear, but 11ad now so far gained on the advance as to be io 
tile K.ojjuck Passi~ 60 miles beliind1 wl1en the head-quarters of the grand 
Army arrived under the walls of Candahar. 

On the forlfarcl movemeot, jost af1er the demonstration oppo.site Hydra• 
bad, betlTixt tl1e 4th aod lOtb Febru3ry, the Bombay column kept along 
tl1e western bank of tl1e lndus, continuing to approach the ran{!e 1'1'hich. 
dividti.s Lower from Upper Sc:::inde at the J .. ukkee Pass. Here 1,000 men 
were, fnr four d.ays, employed in cutting a :road along tbe face of the pro. 
eipice whje:b overhangs the river, and in dragging up tho guns acid heavy 
b1ggage. Haviog expe:rieoced some inconvenience in consequence of an 
order which, },a.,ing been misuoder1:1tOoll, caused the baggage to aeparate 

33. Alk;uson. 
34. liavelot·k, vol. i., p. 255. 
:is Ibid, p. 298 . 
.36. Hough, p. 96. .Havelock, p. 298. 
37. KenuedY· Tol.1., pp.188 to 209, gi.ve1 a very lively arid graphic aooount 

of the mar(lb of the Bombay column till it fell, at DadurJ into the route of 
that which p,.'eedcd it, 
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into SeTeral portions, and sorne alarm in crossing the Arol, a large •rlifteia.1 
canal, where the pontoo·n bridge was threatened to be carried aw•y by a 
premature inundation ;-they, on the 3d l\Iateh, reached L.arkbana, the 
pclit already de8cribed as: having been occupied by the Shah's lroops 011 

thelr descent from Bukkur to aa1ist in hastening the resolves or tlie Ameers. 
In tile plan of operations for the ca111paign, cne brigade at least of tha 
Bombay troops was ordered to be left on the banks of the In.lus, to be 
distributed as might be found neces3ary, and such portions stationed at 
SU.kknr llDd Sbik11rpore, aod along the line lo Dadur, as might be deemed 
proper to keep up the communication with the brigade of Bengal troops 
above the Bolan Pasti", at Quettah, and the advanc•-ihree o a.tive regiments 
11nder Brigadier Gordon, were, therefore, aeleeted for the purp~e. Indeed. 
It wonld have bfen alm-ost imposeible to have taken them oo. for want of 
carriage. The remainder of the Bombay eolumn, tien reduced to 3600 
me-D, tw°""thirds .European aad the other natives ot India (lst Cavalry 
aud l9th hombay Native Infantry) moved on. They crossed the de!ert 
by a forced march of 30 miles on the 16th. A person sent to ex• 
plore the Gundava Pass. returned and reported it impracticable. Had. 
it been threaded as was intended, it would have carried the force oloso 
by Ifelat, and out vf the already inipoverished traek of 1he leading 
divi1ion. It does not appear l1ow the reporter ea.me to the conelusion 
Just stated: that it wat; an erroneous one-, appeared the following November, 
by the facility with which it was travetsed in the opposite direetion by our 
troops. On the 23d March, Sir John Keape1 with hi9 atatT, escorted by a 
detdchment of Bombay light cavalry, quitted the forceJ and after joining 
Shah Soojah at Dadur on the 2Stb 1\1 areh1 arrived, :is already stated, at bis 
Comn1and at Quettali. on the 4th: Aprif. He was succeeded in charge by 
Sir T. 'Villshire. (39) ~febr<tb Khan 1 who$e actual hostility towards us 
Iliid scarcely •ou:ght to conceal itself by so much or the semlilanee of friend· 
ship as to mislead any one, even when in the act of treating with us, 
&ppea:rs lo have urged tho tribes. along the line of oar march to practise 
every species of annorance against ns ; a sy$tern which n~eded little stimu
lant amongst the p~etlatory hordes, who have, from ti!Qe imwemair1al, sub .. 
aisted almosL entirely by plunder. In au intercepted letter addr'"sed to a 
J1ill chief, of a date subsequent to th.at of the treaty of the begia.nio.g of 
.Apri1, lie i.s reported tQ have written-" What is the use or your treaties 
and your arrangements? all child's play~ There is no relief but in death: 
no cure but in the de!llruetion of the English; Their be1ds, goods, and 
bodjes must be saerifieed. Streagthen lhe Pass. Call on all Lhe trib.:is to 
h11rass and destroy.'' (39) How nearly this sy.steu1 had pro'Ved successful, 

SS. Kennedy, ut 1upra •. 
39. Atkinaon1 p. 132.-Thougb both llajor llough and Dr Atkinson furnish 
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uoder the Tcry irnpetf;:ct shape it assllmed, we ha.ve already seen: hail.it 
been carried out as just suggested, the campaign \Tould probably have 
clo:setl short of Candahar. Orders had been given to withhold all grain 
from us in Cutehee; and the 100.st annoying systern was that of rifling the 
Jetter-bags, iO tbat, from the entl of ?\Iareh till the troops reached Cabool 
in August, the saf0 arrival of not tL single packet could ever be depended 
on. (40) Ntimbt!rles~ execution3 occurred in consequence of this ver:r 
"Vexatious species of molestation ; but it does not appear tll hav01 in any 
degree, decreased. with lhc deaths of a few of the culprits. Ou the S.th 
April, the now Jimioished colainn, having suft'<dre l grievously from ex:ces· 
sive be::a.t-the thertnometer of,eo standing as high as 101°-reachetl D.u.lur, 
anti found ~1 ... jor Grilllths in charge of the depot nf the Ben:zal eom1nis
sariat4 Stores having been received fronl Shikarpore, tbe whole of tbo 
tro11ps had eutered the Bolan Pass by the 12th. The t11ermo1netcr waa 
1109 i but. t'OtJlJ tJ·ey lia-vc borne fire by thinking on the snuwy Caucasus• 
tl\e atcounts they received of a snow slorm whieb hail been experienced j11st 

aho"e the Pas:s a few wel"ks before would ha"e relieved the1n. Ora tbe 20tll 
th~y reached Quettal1, ~Ja\•ing, on their progress through the Pass, escaped 
molestation from tlie-enen1y tiH near the <'Onclusioa; a rather sl1arp a1tai,:k 
was made upon lhen1 io a very exposed posidon, but oecasioned nothing 
more than tl1e Joss of eome baggage and three or four men : the l<iss of 
forty-nir:B t•amel-loa<ls of grain, with five laorse;; killed, '\Vas the heaviest of 
our casualties. (41) Duri:ag the march frotn Dadur they had been con~ 
sltlerably annoyed by tbe stench of dead camels, And multitudes of un~)uried 
bodies of the enemy left behind along the ?ine of the advaocc of lhe first 
dh·is,ion. General Nott, with the riiecond brigade, and a considerable. force 
of foot artillery, had beeu left behind at Quettah to keep open the eom• 
rounication with the re11r. Ilere, a h1rgc amount of can1el~men deser1ed. 

fact!J suffi.r,ient to illust.rate the chara<:tor of the chief, as well as to pro\"e the 
su~acit.~·, if not the honei;.ty. of the a:ystem propo'!ed to be put i11 for<Je, neither 
of theu1 St'Oln to com1)rchcnd the drift. of their own staten1enls ! 'J'hey speak of 
1\lt:ihrab J(hau as a weak-minded traitor~ well de.st>rvin!! the punishmcr1t iut1ict
ed on hin1, l1eco11se he promf.eed but did not fulfil thnt which he dared not 
reluse, hut 1night w~ll wi.lbhol<l ! .Majo1· llavelock and Sit' A. Bur11es give him 
due crt>dit for talent nnd ~a.~aclty. , 

40. Kennedy speaks of this as having been dona in sbeer wantonness or 
mischief. 'l'his is hnprobable : it 1s easily accounted for by the wish of in. 
terrupting communieation-by retarding dispatches-a motive which. has been 
held to legitiu1a1ise this species of annoyanco h1 evr:ry i.vai-. ~lasl!ion gives par. 
ticulars of n1atters of this sort, when ho nnd Lovoday were prisoners in the 
bands of the Brahoes in August 1840-seo ~lasson's letcer dated Q.uettah, Dee. 
24, 1840,-pubUshod in t;he Bombay Timos, hla.reh 13; and Sununarp, April 1. 
Dr Kennedy mentions that the Khan had been sent mo11les as bribes. and re
ceived all he got.; we cannot discover any evidence whatever of this in any 
quarter. AU th~ other writers a.gree that he was promised a s11bsidy,~but 
lie never earned, norJ so far as l\~e can perceive, obtained any. 

41. Outram, p. 68. 
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The sut.IJeo cluu1ge of climate wliieh, in lhe conrse of ten day~, h.a,d 
elevated th.ejr position by nearly 5,000 feet, and 1<1wered tbe temperature 
from 96° or 104° to 80° aod .58° produred a. slight, but ahnost unh·ersal, 
though transient1 attack of dysentery. Nothlng cf any note, further than 
what bag just been mentionecJ~ occurred till th~y reached Candahar, where 
th~y arri ... ed, by rapid rr1arches, on the 4th l\.lay, and found tl1c Benga] 
troops, wbo had been tl1ere since the 26th April. 

Bef»re proceeding to examine the state of affairs at Candahar, we must 
record a ootaLle adventure of an otticer already well known to fatne throngh 

forty Jear& of distinguished inilit.iry ser,·ice ; and whose name, fro1n this 
date to the close of hh honourable career leadi11g the van at Jellalabad on 

the 7th April 1842, occnpi<Js a conFpi.cuous place in the narrative of the con
flicts v.•hie::h fro1n this tiou•, on to the memorable close {If our eoone~tiou 
with the country three years and a-h:.i.lf afterw;11n.ls 1 c<inliuued almost 
without intermh:sioa. '.fhe party just referred to wa:; Lieutenarit Colonel 
Dennie, of lJ. l\l. 13tb Light Infantry. lJa had heen left in comn1and of 
the ~eton<l brii.::1de1 eon~isting of the ~lst at1<l 42d Bengal Nath·c Infantry, 
onlered. LO remain at Shikarporo t11l n1ean;s ofcouyeyance should reach tl1en1 

ft·om ~Joollan and the Pnnjaul>: thi$ was a ten1porary arra11gon1cnt, whieh 
ceased on the temocleJling of the cummaBtl~. The resen·e stores and car
ri:...go were here put untler his charge ; while he was:, at the sarne tin1e, en
gaged in organiz.ing a por~iJn ot' the raw fovie.s Uirt'cled to rorn1 the Shah's 

conlingt>nl. (4'2) No sooner hall I-lead Qt1art•!Y:S got aJJove the pass, tl1an 
the wh1)lc of tl·e catnelf!, hones:, and means or (Ot11:eyauce were wid1Jra1fn 

from Shikarpore', Colonel l)enuie rem-ooslratei.I.; b1H in voin ~he corupla(n .. 
ed that he l1a.tl neitlu!1• been left lniri<ls or feet (43)-ncither the n1enns or 
dt-fcuee or efileape. l{emo11s1rance, however1 w;.s useir~s. ant! in this b~Jp

less s~at"" lie retn:i:incd <1t Shik;i;rpore till the end <.ol I\1an:h. Capc:iin Stock-
------------·-----··----·-·------·-----

42. Colonel Dcnnie's letlcrs1 Oth l\l~rch 1839, and 2Hh ~~ov. 18{0 . .As we 
sball baxe fre-que11Loooasion 10 rcft>r to these papers, we tn:'ly 5tti.te that t,1ey 
cuusisL of a se1 i1;>s of letters to friend9 iu Bombay, not i1111ne<liateJy me11ut tor 
pub1ica~iv11, but of wh:ch the writ#r stated tlrn.t any use might be macic which 
''as de~ireU. proviJcc.I he wns t•ot in hill- n1Hitary capnciiy eommitted with bis 
superior oftieo:r~. A r;u111ber of these 'vere pnbl1she<l t.-ither in sub~tancc, or 
il1 the ~hape of articles, durin;,: his lifl!1 without the :1utho1· being ref'errcd to~ 
:i.n<l the p1oceedit1g w:1~, 1ve huye every reasou to bl'.'lieV'~, tnghly npprovcd of. 
\Vhen lus d\:'ath rcrnove<l all personal objeedNll5 to their app(1arin:t in the 
forrn in which tl•ey ln·rc l\'r1tt.eu, u .St'lucti011 n,u.<le fro1n the1n was puUJish ... d i1t 
the Romlnty 1'ime.s <luring the 1uouth of .AJlril. They fonn i1npo1'tu1it his1orica.l 
docuin.cnts on 11:ia11y poh1ts 1vht•1·e our iuformation was defec•ive. A Rimilar 
series vf lf.!tters, ra1llcr- of an earlier date, was 1111blbhed in the Duhliu Uni .. 
vers1ty :lla"'a&111c t'Ol' Scptrmber and Oclober 18'12. A 11urt1bcr ot u11publil:!lhl·d 
letlcr::s fro1:: tue san1e q u.artcr a.re in the prese1.t writer's haw.ls: they also ha"·c 
occi\.Sioually be~n drawn upon, and arc uiarkud l\IS'S. paper!:\. 

43. Letter dated <:nbool, l;}th s\pril ltH.l, \Ve ha\·e gi\•en nearly tb12 
whole ol the Jetter. 
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11 y of the Bon1bay e-0mmis-~ariat, 11ad, io the mean tinte, wliile on bi.a way 
to Dador witl1 cattle, graiu1 and 1torc111 been surrounded apd a.hut up in 
the fort of Jaonetdcera. by t11e Beloocheea i !50 of his camels bad been 
eapt11re1I., and number.a of his people had been cut up. ( 44) Securing a 
few treasure eameb, the only cattle left hin1, with 200 sepoys lie marched 
to tl1e reseue; and1 ,af1er a rapid tnarch of 1.50 mlles1 Ofle-third of it actOl!ls 

the desert, be succeeded in saving t11e eon.,oy. and delivering it saft!ly 
over to the eo1n1nissariat depot at Dadur. AU intercourse betwb;;t the 
troops above aDd those below the pass had, as before explained, been cut 
off by the Beloochees. It was l1ere, in the middle or !t:lay, that be tirst 
lf'arned of tl1e Quettlilh General Order of the 4th of April, already advert· 
ed lo, ordering him to join his regiment, now on it.s w.ay to Candabar. At 
Dadur, Captain And-e-rEoo, comroandiog two newly ra.is.00 troops of the 
Shall's Horse Artillery, witb tumbrils,. ammunition waggons, &e., .amoiant• 
ing to 50 carriages, chained Co\Qne} Dennie's protection through the Bolan 
Pa'"s. Opposed in Hke manner Ly a nunieraus enemy the greater part of 
th~ w•y, with l1ors.es that could not dra"'' and boys that could not ride
rompelled to halt e\·ery ailernate day in t.1iis mQuntainans and rucky defile, 
th<E"y "·ere tlEstitule for several days of all powc"er, and their <'a.sualriea in 
killed and wounded were neces~arily increa1ed by :rr.cn dyhig of apoplexy or 
going mad from hf"at. lVisla all these obstaeles to he overcome, tlle de~ 
tachm-ent was Drought in safety to Quettal1 with astooisbingly lhtJe Joss. 
From Quettaht Colonel Dennie,, with this insignificant force, augrnenfed 

at Da1l11r by the aece~sioo or fiv~ co.mpanies of the Bengal 37tb N. I., tock 
ebarge flftrieasure to Candabar1 a. distance of 150 miles, the Knjjuek Pa.s$ 
intervening. 'Vith this he arrived io safety, (45) aod joined t11e head
quarters of his regi.anent on the very day appointeJ. 

Having thus brougbtour narrative to tbe point where the wl1ole of the 
elements of the grand arn)y were assembled at C;1.nJ.ahar1 we may be per· 
mitte1l shortly to re1iew the general aspect of the military arrangements of 
Sir J, Keane at the opening of& c;ampaign wbic h, up to this date, <'ould 
1careE>ly be conshlered as begun, The troops had marched to t11e baUie
ground1 but had hithertl) met with no oppusition: th('y were no'-r about to 
engage in combat. The artny which ba.d .assembled at Candahar, by the 
thb of ~l"Y a.mounted to 10,400 (4'3) 6~btiag tnen, :;.f whill'lh the Bengal 

44. I,etter to 1\Iajor Jlenderson, Officiati11g l\lilitary Auditor General.-Ca. 
bool, 24tb Nov. 1840, 

46. Letter to Major Hender~on, ttt tup. He Eays in a pubJished letter of 
t.he 13th Aprtl 1841, '"I have always c011~idere<l that duty the most ardu.ous. 
if i!Ot t.b.e most 1nerito:rioui!, •vhich f\:11 to my lot in Affgha.r1istan/~ 

46. In o.U numerical matters •ve ba,·e taken Major Hough for our guide~ lle 
gh·es no account of the Contingent iu his mustel' roll, dated Candahar, lst 
June, 'fh.it1 author is one of thore whem every body copies, and no one com~ 
tnends. As a store.house of exact 1lat.islical facts, his work iB invaluable; but 
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t:olumn supplied 64601 the Bombay division, 1ast .arrived, 39~0 ; these were 
excJtJsi'te ur the Shah's Contingent, of whose exact strength,· at this date~ 
we.rare not inrormed, but which proliabty bro11gl1t the force op to 15,000. 

Tlie followers at Candahar amounted in all to 28,653, of which more than 
half wM:"e 011 the rnuster.rol\, anti a.I Jepended 'OD the commissariat, These 
were aUcnded by about 4000 horses and bullocks, an1I abo,-e 10,000 ea· 
mels. It waseo:nputed, that from Shikarpore a.bout 500 Beloochees ha.~l 

been slaiu lJy Uil ; onr own los& amounting to about 40 or 50 lnen1 will1 about 
500 ltorse;i;, besides 900 ratnel~, and a large quantHy of b:iggagf'. 

'fhe Shah's Cooth1geut constituted a Jescriptiou of force to wbich we shall 
have suah frgquent occasion to refer., that we may here givo a shott. uotice 

of its origin, expense, a.nll usei. It eonsistet.l of six: regiments of regular 
infantry, two of cavalry, two troops of hqrse artillery, .l corps of sappers 
and miners, and a mountain train, besides five IOcal CQrps of irrf;gnlars. 
'.fhesc ainongst·thcm mustered about 13,000 fighting men, paid a.nd offiee-red 
by the Government of India, (47) at an outlay of about half a n1i.llion an-. 

it. is so dry, n.ud so eo,•ercly stn.t[sticrd, that it forms ra.tber unintel'esting 
study by itself. ln saying this much, we most readily acknowledgo the ex.tent to 
'vhich, on the present and innumerable other occasions, we have b(,>cn indebted 
to him. lloug-h stntes in bis journal, p. 105-" The British force then present 
at Caudahar {8tlt l\Iay) was about 90tJO men, and the1·e wcro about 3000 of tho 
Shah's Co11tinge11t, blJsi.iG$ so111e Atfghan cavalry." \Vo are una.ble exactly to 
recouoile the t\\"O state1l'l.(;"nts> but haNc nssnmcd 15,000 as the gros:J number. 

47. 1'he following abatra.ot of tho charges of tho Shah's army was supplied 
us by a. Ca.boot correapondent of 27th Septc1ubcr. 1841, whose nan1e is un .. 
kuolvn to us, bu~ w·ho, wo have reason to bclio'{C1 held a. h"tgl1 otticia.l appoiut.· 
ment:-

Pairlliy tM ImUan Gooernmenr, 
6 Re3i.n1c11t~ <>f tnr~ntry of the line, yearly ••••.••• , •.•.. ,, ........... . 
1 Kobistanee Coi:tJs ............ , .................................... .. 
I Kbybef Corps ........ , ..... u ..................................... .. 

l Jezailchec Corps .......... , ................................... ,, ..... . 
I Bofan or I\.alu\r Corps: ...... , ......... , ................ , .. • ......... , 
2 Regul<u· Cav<,1.h"J Cotps {Ml,tlOO monthly} •• • ,, •••••• ,, ,, •• ,, •••. ,, ••• 
I . .\tch11kUe do ...................... •· ............................... . 
2 'l':roops !lone Artillery ............................................ . 
I Company Mountain Train ................... ,.., ..•.•• , • . ••••••••••• 
I Corps ot Sappcrn i!.nd }.linen., .......................... , ............ . 
General Staff:-rt Brig'1dier, l Hrigatle hfa.jor, 1 Judge Advocate, I 

Soperioteodllnt or Cal'a.lrf, 3 c~vairy Offic<!n, ~ ~TtiU<iry otfieer}-

Rl.1;)ees;, 
7,92,GOO 

78,0GO 
78,090 
90,000 
48,000 

6,00,000 
36,000 

1,44 OOO 
:i'il,GOO 

1,20,00<1 

9500 nv.inthly .. ,, ................ , .................................... 1,l4,00ll' 
lledicu.1 l.)epartment-(l 8urgeou1 r., As;,is:tant Surgeons).. •• • • •• •• •• •• 60,000 

Paid by lhe Shah, 
4. Regimci\tS of .Jart nu, l Battalion of. Artillery Guards. Not paid by 

the Comp<my, and therefore the real cost unkuown, but estimated at 6,00,000 
Totu.l, 28 U\lll,9- !l:S,l«J)OO 

Add ld for pension, half mountings. and cootingeucics •• • • •• •• •• .. • 9,sli,000 
Add CoJDmislla.ria.t. l>cpartment, at 6i.Ml0& monthly • • •• • •• •• •• •• •• ..• .. 7,2(),000 

Gra~d ~otal 4417.!2,000 
l ue<id uot mention that UlC a.mout1t for penrilons, half wo1111Hog:1; a.nd contingencies, lg "Very 

uruiertnin; I take it t1.t 9,3s,OOU, which~ if not nol\·, it will he at no distant dny. Total, £4-17,200 
sterling. · 

i\lajur l:lough gives their numerical strength O.:!I lti~h :u; 13,060 men, includ· 
ing the Affgha.n a.rul lC.ohi:ota.11 levies .of 4000~ raised subsequent to our ardV'::i.1 
at Cal.Joo!. 
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nuaHy, tbeir pay alone amounting to £280,000 i the regular portion of 
th•m ooosistcd •ntirely of men of Hindoatan. ( 48) The rea•o• why thio 
body of raw levies should at the firat juncture have been added to a couple 
of well appointed armies, already adequ;1tel1 1trong for the performance of 
the task pre.&eribed to them, is not explained. Our ideas of the tllen prospec• 
tive objects of the campaign are sti!l so imperfect and ob!cure, that it vroold 
be rash to pronounce an opinion on a. piece of policy whieh seems eminent· 
Jy unwise and inexplicable, aqd in refereneei to the objects of which no one 
has ventured to offer any information :-it was dbapproved of by Sir J. 
Keane1 and censured by the highest military authorities. The only colour ... 
able pretext is that suggested by Color.el Dennie in his otlieial letter to 
Cot. l\:fa.cdonald~ that ~to it was in the vain hope o I giviug plausibility to the 
fiction that the Sliah was enteriog his dominions surrounded by hi& own 
t:-oop~ 1 -wl1en, in fact, it was too notorious 1o eseape exposure, that he had 

Hough in his pret'aet>, gtvcs thefollowlng as a. reca.pitu.latlon of the numeri· 
ea.I strength of the fo1·ce n.t tbe commencement of the campaign:-

J3y way of Ca.ndn.ha.r, Ben.gal a.ndllomba.y ,columns, 13,030; Shnll'lf cont.in~ 
gent, 60i0; tntal~ 19,100. At Dukkur, under Brigadier Gordon 2200 ; re!ervei 
at Kurracbee, 3050; reserve at Ferozepore, 5000. The Shahzada. Timour"3 
force a.nd Seikh contingent, to act by way of the Khyber Pass, 10,886. The 
ivhole forc:ie :i.mounting to 40,186. 'l'he differenco bet.wixt this statement: and 
that a.lre:'.ldy given frnm the same qu.'.l.rter, is not ex:pl11ined. The force left iu 
Aff'_ghanlstan and Scinde amounted to 20,000 men, wit~ from 7() to 80 guns. 
'!his ,ya,s gradually raised up to nearly 25,000 men before the insurrection 
broke out. It is weU to keep this in vie\v, becauso it has been urged in
numerable times, that we stripped the country of troops before it was quieted 1 

The O!illlbjoined from Major Hough's pref&ce, gives u.s the details of the 
Shahzada.'s force :-
Shabzada Timoor's force, under Lieut.-Colonel Wade. Lieut. J. D. Cunning

ham, Bonga! Engineers1~~1ily. Secy. and Political Assistant. 
Artillery.-'l'\\'O 2-1-Prs. Howitzers and two 6-Prs. (and 20 Swivels) 

under Lieut. Ma.ule, Bengal Artillery, 4 

Golunda.uze, . • , . • . , . • . • 
Britiah,-2 Co.'s 20th (Capt. Ferris) and 2 Co.'s 2lst N.I. (Capt. 

Faxmer), • , . • • . • 
Ca.valry.-1\la.homedans armed with swords; shields and matchlocks 

400-iregular& 60ClJ • .. • • • • , • • 
Juzzailchees (rift.ea), 320. Infantry (mn.t<:block.s). Regulars 3 .Bns. 

(683)-2J040, Irregulars 820 (under na.tive comms.nda.nts,) , 
Affghane, , . . . • . . • • • • 
Pioneers1 . 

40 

320 

1,000 

s,180 
100 
200 

Total, • 4,8<0 
British officers with these troops and commanding parLics, Lieut. F. 3facke-

1on, 14th; Lleut. Rattray, 20th, Political A.uista.nt; Lieut. J. G. Caulfield, 
68th; Lieut. llillersden, b3rd Bengal N. J., a.nd Dr Lord, Politic:U A.asistant 
to Lieut.-Colonel '\Va.de, Bornba.y cstablishlnent; Dr Alc:u.nder Reid, Bengal 
ell'La.blishmeot, in medical charge. 

48. See letter of Colonel Dennie to Colonel Macdono.!d1 D. A. G .• Shikarpore, 
:MMeh 9, 1839, 'Ve.haye as usual given nea.rly the woru::iof tho letter. 
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not a single sul~ect or Atfghan ~mongst them,-hta. army being coin• 
posed of camp.folll)wers from the Company's military sta.tions.''(49) We 
can hardly suppose but Lhat it was intended to leave the contingent behind 
us as constituted-t11at ia of Hlodoo pepo).S, eommaoded by British officers 
and paid by the Company; and yet if such was proposed a.t the time of the 
yiublieation of the Siinla proclamation, the writers 1'ho stated that so 
soon as the Shab Soojah was established on his thrGne, Lhe British army 
would be wit.hdrawn, were guilty of embodying a:s gross an equivocation 
in a Government proclamation as ever state paper contained I To return 
from these digressions, which l1ave been considered nece.!sary for the full 
elucidation of this portion or the narrative, the reader will recollect that 
we have now arrived at that period when an army of 151000.Britifl!h soldiers 
having encamped around Candahar, the Shah Soojal1 was prepared to 
toter the western capital of the Doorannee en1pire-a city containing a po
pulation of from 60,000 to 100,000 inbatJ.itants. 

On the approach of a force so perfectly overwhelming, the three brother 
Sirdar,Q) who had fOr a period of 12 years maintained Candahar, fled with 
their families anti a.bout 200 followers to Ghirisk, a. small fortress on the 
river Hehnund, 80 n1iles distant, which for1nerly belonged to one of the 
other brothers, latterly to themselves. They left their capital on the 24th 
April. 11 .Antecedently to ti1e occupn.tion of Candahar, ''.says l\Iajor Have .. 
lock, •' they might by timely submioision lia,•e receivecl at the hands of the 
llrid~h government a comforta81e provision and honourable asylum io 
l-liutl11st&.11 ; th~y ha.v~ now 110 resource ]e:t't but flight into Persia.'' 'Vbo 
doubts but they maJo the nobler choice ? It would be humbling were it DQt 

ri<liculons now to listen to the tone in which the coatemporary narratives of the 
A ffgh:nl war llre writlen. The tuost unjustifiable acts oft ho Indian govcrn-
1nent figure as worthy of all a.d1niratioh; the bold freedom of thought a.nd 

49. J.et.t<"r dn.ted Sh1.karporc, !)U1 ?1-ln;rch, 1839, addressed to- Lieut. Colonel 
Macdonald~ l\lilitary Secretary to I.ord Kean£'. \Ve haVl!' so fllr giv:on the 
·words of the letter as they stand. The following are fa.rtbc1· extracts :-....." I 
cannot but la.m~nt, in common with the whole. J'brce, that hvo regular and 
disciplined armi-os, brou;;ht ft"om so grca~ a distance wiLh so much. difficulty a!"-d 
cost, should, at the very n1oment of urnted action, be thus maimed aud dis
membered u1erely for the sake of keepin~ together a. mass of ra'v levies like 
tho Shah's contingent, whose ea.triage and':>suppljcs would suffice fo1· the Ben
gal and Bombay divisions, and who would again be much better employed in 
being left het'e for formation and instruction, lvhcreas io their present sta.te 
they 111ust prove worse than \v!)rf.l)lee.s in ad.va.ncc. * * A necessary evil 
which has arisen out of this has been the effort to establish the efficiency of 
on(> part ot tile army at the expense of the other,'' &c. 'l'hese ob:iervations 
WQte as sound as f<1.irly put, and their justice was heartily concurred in by the 
Couu11ander-io-Cl1ier. Hut tbe Government of India on thbs occask .. n desired 
no advice on military matters from the officers in its ser,·ioo ~ Sir John Keane 
knew this, and he troubled them with none, but executed what he wns ol"dE'rctl. 
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attion manifested Ly llu1 ,\ffghanst whose analogies in our lihtory are 11n111·ees 
of our highest and pnrest national pri<je1 are spoken of by l~ng1isl1 officers a!i 
pieces of fatuity wholly unaccountable! The Sh21b was aaxtous to have made 
his troops pursue the SirJartt, antl bring then1 back to catnp: the more con~ide· 
ra.fc Envoy having, 'Without success, endeavoured to 111ake ternu with the1n 
and secure their snbmissioa or frien1lshipt and fearing that the treatment 
they migbt rec.eive from anyone under the inunediate authority of the so· 
~ereign might not be altogether consistent witl1 l~nglish justice oT·genero~ 
sity, dispatc~ed Brigadier Sale, on the 1:2th ~lay, in JlUrsuit of them; who, 
however, &n approaching the HeJmund, fo11nd that th<iy had C"Ontinned tlicir 
flight without interraption tO h'Icsliid in Per11ia. (501 The cl1ief.s bad bet-n 
drilen to the •lternative of seeking exile rather than atte1npting resistance, 
by the treachery of oti.e. of their number-lla<ijee Ifh:sn Kakur, who had tle· 
serted them, and shortly afterwards displayed similar treachery to us. 'fh~y 

proposed before this to have posted a body of cavalry to opµose us at the foot 
of the l{oijuc.k pass, but had not carried their intcntio11 i11to eft'ect.· (51) '!'bis 
arrangernent, if con1lueted with the 1nost ordinary skill, migl1t have be<.>n 
sufficiently incon veniept for u~, considering tho strength of the position and 
the crippled condition of tbe mounted portion of our troops. 

On his: approach to Cunda.har, the Shah appears to bave been recei\led ii' 
a very Cricnttly spil'it by the populace. It was with the chiefs he was unpo
pular "i and they had quitted thci:r eountry when tbcy fonntl their inability 
to defcntl it. Up to this perioil t11e J{lng kept in the re3r of the British 
TroQpi· "As we tlro";T near to Candahar;• says Sir lVillia1n Alacnaghtcn 
in a letter h> Govcrnn1cnt of thr! 2-lth April, "at every bun<l1·ctl yards of 
our progres3 we were met by bantls of wcH-111ountcd and well-armed rneu, 
all tendering their allegiance to his tnajesty; Whilst the pea~ablc inhabitants 
of the city assembled in crowtis and manifested their joy at the Shah's re
sto.ration, in the n1ost unbounded tern1t1.''(52) '~On the niornlng of the 
24th April Ille king approa.ched Ca.nda.11ar, but 1vithout any intention of 
entering tl1e eity. The searclty or water co1npelletl bis majesty to pro{"eed 
within tl1ree miles of the wall~. 'L'his, af all events, was the exct1se fQor 
pasging to the fi·ont, and leaving tl10 British army in the rear. 'l'he king 
'vas in advapce of his own troop~. The morning had scarcely dawned whe-n 
patties of horse were descried; they were snon ascertained to be ftien1ls 
come to pay l1omage to their S'Jvcreign. 'f"hey galloped U{}, dlsmonoted, 
drew up in line, prayed to the king, wl10 \velco1ned them, and then feH 
into the rear or the procession. One standard after another l!UCC£>eded, 

6(), Afkineon, pp. 169, 160. 
51. Kennedy, vo}. ii., p. 248.. 
62. Pr Kennedy. 
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a~1J. ei·e hi$ mlljesty entere.l the city he Juul been joined by 1500 well-mount· 
ed, dressed, aud caparisoned horse. On his 1najesty'a entering into the 
eity, th~re could not have been less than between G0,000 and 70,000 persons 
present. ... (53) After tbey had visited tl1e shrino containing tha sl,il"t of the 
flrophet, ::ind prayed at his grandfather'~ tomb\ the pariy returno1l through 
the city atuidst universal demonstrations of ioyalty and respect. 'l'b.es"' 
emotions must elthcr have been shallow, insincere, or of very tra.nsieut 
duratiQtl. 'fhe Shah hat.I not been six months seated on his throne, when 
discontent and insnrreetion made tl1eii;" appearance, which, in this qnartl;)l' 
never was subdued while we remained in the country. On the 25th, the Jay 
following that on which so favourable a reception had been given to a chance 

vi$it, he took possession of his western capital iq form. On tl1e Stb of A.lay 
the whole of the British army was drawn out in revi_ew order, by desire of the 
so\'ercign, to rnake a display of our strength in the eyes of his subjects:, and 

celebrate /1is r-eatoration to his throne. " Tbe king was surrQunded by his 
loving subjects, (sa.y$ Lieutenant Fane,) and ragamuffin soldiers. but by 
''ery few men of rank or COrlsequence!'(54-) Nothing could bave appeared 
better than the whole array of people, but from fear or dislike of the Shah, 
few, if any, men of influence in the country were pre.sent. J t is needless to 
give the details of the Sh11h's levee, \Vith tlie other regal ceremonies, by 
whose means it was hoped to give the phantom tho authority of a king. · 1'he 
111odern city of Ca.ndahar is comprise:! within a fortification, three milca in 
circu1nference, forming an irregular oblong squarl3, Sllrroande·J by a ditch 
2·1 feet wide and 10 deep. 'fbe wall just within this is 21 feet in height, anll 
frotu 14 to 20 feet thick. It has six; gates, all at thi£i time in ba.d repair. 
'fhe gateways are defended by six double bastions, and there aro lit lesi'icr 
bastions distributed 'a.long the face of the wall. 'fhere are four leading 
streets running froan norlh to south and from 01st to west, aod 1neeting in 
the centre in a large circular space 5-1) feet in dia1neter1 and covered in by a 
donle. rl'his forms the principal 1nark.ct pla.ee1 where the chief m~rcbants 
reside. 

"\Vhen we arrived at Canda.har iu April, the crops were in prO('CS.S 
of rapid vegetation. \Ye still elung to the hope that J\.iehrab Khan 
would supply ns with cattle and provisions; and as forage was bcconiing 
more plentifnl as the season advanced, though the mC'ans of transport were 
rather falling off than improving, we liuug on from week. to week till the 

'1 53. Letter from an officer of the Bo1nba.y fo.rce, publiehod in a B01nhay pa ... 
per, quoted in Ca.pt. Outram's rough notes. This vie.it to the city '"as n1ade 
.a.t the suggestion of the Envoy, and g-.i.ve the greatest offence to Sir J. Keane. 
lt certainly ivas a. singulal'ly rash and impl'l1dont ad,•enture: wholly ignorant 
as "\re were of the temper of the populace, it migllt llaYe been falaJ. 

54. l'h.·o years in Jndia.-by I1io1,Lt. IIenry_ l"ane, Jato aid-de-camp to I[. E. 
the Comm::tnder·in.chief; now Captain in .LI • .b"I. ar1ny, vol. ii. 1 p. 131. 
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approach of harvest :-that season being later at Ghu2nee aod Cabool than at 
Candahar, in consequenee of the great additional elevation and higher lati
tude of the latter two than the former, gave us reaaon to hope that we should 
tind the produce of the soil ready for us as we advanced. !t was a singular 
featura in the design or the campaign, that we should have sent an expedition 
of such magnitude to so g1ea.t a distaoee, knowing that for its success wo 
must in some measure be dependent on the aid of chiefa whom we might 
punish for broken promises, but could not coerce, and whose whole interests 
lay iu retarding and resisting na. "fla<l l\iehrab l{bao of Kela~ obstru<!ted 
m in the Bolan P.iss (says Dr. Kennedy); "(55) had Canlahar been proper .. 
ly defended ; had the 28 gun a we found at U rgun1lab been bestowed for the 
defence of Candahar and Ghu:inae; and had the 1200 cavalry shut up in the 
latter- fort been merely employed in riding round u'l, wastiog all Lhe forageJ 
and watchiog all foraging pa.rties from t.ho Bolan Pass to Cabool : finally, 
had Russian agency been so far de1eloped as it was supposed, and uught to 
l1a1e been, to have justified such a campaign : hatl any one of thesecontin· 
gencies occurred,-aod not only one but all were to be looked for,-the army 
could not have advanced ; not becau110 we should not have been able to Je .. 
feat the enemy if he woulJ have given us the oppot'tnnity ; but bee.a.use it 
was his wisdom lo avoid a contest, and the <lhtanco to be travelled exeeeded 
tbe ml'ans of any Commissariat to convey supplies in the face of hostile 
oppos1tJon. The wretchedness of the eountry denied pasture for our cattle, 
and t11ey must have perished on the road had the neee11sary delay occurred, 
-which must have re.suited from a cool and calculating eoemy~ however feeble, 
avaiHag himself or the natural advantages his position gave hhn, and or the 
Jength of wa.y we had to tra.,.el.11 At Cao.da11ar there was every appear· 
anee of a plen~ih.11 harvest. The Cotnma.ntler-in-Chief ha(l a very hea\'y 
responsibility on his shonlders,-that of the future provisioning of the army; 
and one of his first acta was to _eou~ult the king and the envoy in regard 
to the crops. on the ground. It was consiJeretl, that if the owntirs cons~nt
ed to receive a high price for their grain, and a certain number or the.. 
largest mills were placed under the control of the commissariat, such 
an arrangement would be· the best, and least annoying to aU parties ; but 
unless tbe klng: eould satisfactorily establish that he had power to guarantee 
this, and assnranee of it was giveo by the priueipal men in the placl', ~nJ 
by tb.c owners of the erops, there was still left the power of 1ntgltt in the 
Ua.nds of Sir John l{eaue, to take possession of the crops on the grouo<l, and 
pay the owners a fair valuation-but sueh a 1neastire as thla: last was not to be 
resorted to except in an extreme case. 'fhe most sa.tisfactory assurances were 
given that there would be net occa.sion for coercion on the point of collect· 

65. Campaign of the Army of 1ho Indus, vol. i.,p. 261. 
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jug. grain, and tl~is free system was ea1 ried out to t11e Jetter ; but the 
cost was tremendout, and the treasury wa.s io eonsequenee mesl severely 
drawn upOD. So ex:.tremcly guarded was the Comma.nder~ill~Chter obliged 
to be, and so pa:rsimonious in 1he disbursementA from the treasury at that 
time, that not a rupee could be iesued to any functionary, or eSt.ablisbment, 
whether to the Envoy for the service of tbe Shah, the e.xpt1nse3 of the 
eommi1sariat1 or the pay of the troopP, without a written order from 
Colonel Macdonal<l, his Excellency's military secretary. The grounds 
and necessity of the requisitions fot tnoney were reqnited to be made 
manifest before the order was given. In thb way it was managed to 
keep the chest in such a. state tllat there was always something 
to go and come upon for exigencies. All ;:t.tt0mpta failed of raising 
money at Caudal1ar, by giving bills upon India. Whethet thi.\ pro· 
ceeded frem poverty in the place1 or a want of confidence in U8 1 has 
not been eiearJy a~eertained, but in all probability from the former cause, 
Daily reports were sent to Sir John Keane of the progress made, 
and great exertions were usad by the commissary•general to complete 
the quantity of pro1ision.s required for an onward move, and for which 
there was carriage. The four heavy guns of the battering train wero left 
behind, for two reasong, first, because the carriage for their tran1port, 
together with the ammunition and all belonging to them, eoulJ ill be 
spared ; and 1 secondly, but the pri11ci'pal causet owing to the strong opin~ 
ion given by the chief englneer, Capt. Thomson, that they would be whoUy 
unnecessary, as Gkutnie was not a place of that &tren:1th to 1·equire theil' 
being brortgfl.t into use~ 1'bis opinion was not formed by Captain 'l'homson 
on light gronnd11. It waa, st!3-11ge to say, eome to on the authority and 
report of an engineer and an artillery officer in our own service, wbo had seen 
the place, and who were actually then present with the force t How dif .. 
ficult then is the sit'uatiou of a eornma.nder of an army in a country 
so little known as this \Vas. \Vho could Sir John, J(eane look to for in
formation with so much confidence as to the officers in our own service 
who had seeu Gbuzoie, tnd those, officers too of the aeientific brancli? 
Captain Thomson states in his official reports, that he was misled by this 
information. The Commander.inAChiefbas been blamed in more than one 
publication for leaving the hea.vy guns behind. He did so, however, (IU 

the recommendation of those from 1Vhom he b.ad the best right to expect good 
counsel on sueh a point, the heads of the engineer and artillery departments; 
aod although the lamented Brigadier Stevenson is not a.live to V!"rify the fa.et 
of wh~t is here stated, Colone] Pe.\V and Majors Thomson and Peat are, and 
will readily subscribe to its aeeuraey. (56) At length the order was given 

.56. 'l'ho a.hove explanation. is giveu on tho a.ut.hority not named but already 
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that we sho11ld adv:inee 011 the 29th Jun~, and by tbc l~t July the whole 
:trmy bad q11itted. They met with no obstruction in their progress, and 
no event of any considerable note occurred to them till their approach to 
Ghnznee1 when they were mueh annoyed by alarms of night attacks 
which never were made. The troops still contin11ed on half, and l11e fol
lowers 011 quarter rations.. (57) On tbe 21at of July. they arrive<l un<ler 
ihe wa1ls of Ghuzuie; the distan<le from Candahar being 230 n1iles. 
Tho Eritish force consisted of 8000 fighting men fit for duty, :i.ud the 
Shah's contingent, about 4,000 : making 12,000 in all, with 40 pie<>es 
of artillery. {58) Their baggage covered an area of 16 square niiles~ (59) 

GJ1uz11le iis situated on the nortb.ern extremity of a range of hills run .. 
ning due east aod west. The west, south, aod e~t sides of tlle tuwn, are 
protected by a broad and deep ditch supplied with water fron1 lbe river 
adjoining. (60J The citadel or Bala. Hissar is an irregular square on an 
emiuenco overlooking all the city. 'Ihe fortress was considered by the 
Affghans so strong that it was bElievetl eapab1e of being maintained against 
us for twelve months. Its garrison consisted of betwixt 3000 and 4000 
rneo, half of which were cavalry; they were provisioned for three montbs. 
The population of the city was about equal ia amount to the garrisou. lt 
was commanded by Goo)am llyder Kban, youngest son of Dost Mahorned. 
'' Tile accounts of the fortress reeeivet.1, '' says Captaia 'l'homson, (6 J) 
u from these who l1atl seen 1t1 were sueh as to in.Cuce his Excelh•ncy the 
Commander-in-Cl1ief to lea.re at Candahar the very srnall battering tra.in 
then with the army, there being there a scarcity of 1ransport cattle. The 
place "'\Vas deacribed as being very weak, completely comlllandeci by a range 
ofbillP. When we came before it on the morning of the 2hst July, we were 
very rnuch surprised to find .a high rampart in good rep•ir., buiJt on a 
scarped mound .about 35 [eet high, flanked by nun1erous towers, and .sur
rounded by a faussc braye and wet ditch. The irregular figure of the 
• enceinte' gave a good flanking fire, whilsL the right of the citadel eovert:1d 
the interior from the co1nmant.ling fire of the bills to the north, rendering. 
H nugatory. In addition to this, the towers a.t the angles had been 
enlarged, screen-walls ha.d been built before the gates, the J.itelt cleared out 
and filled with water, stated to be ucifardable, and an outwork bnilt on th~ 
right bank of the river so as to command the bed of it. As we approached 
Ghu2nie the n10.st eonfiictiug accounts rea~hed us of the intentions of the 

repeatedly referred to. It lm.s been mado wore 1ninuto because of tho 
lnisapprehe115ion which has generally existed on the .s.ubj<'et. 

57. J\.Iajor Uough, p.1513,uotc. 
58. Ibid, p, 164. 
50. Dr Kennedy. 
60. Jiougb, p. 227. 
61. !.Ien1oranda by Captains 'l'bomson and Peat, engineers, Jul,r 1830~ \Ye 

have employed the words C1f the writers. 
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enemy: it 'vas. at first maintained that night attacks were intended ; tJJen 
that. battle was to be given us in form; afterwards that the city and citadel 
were to be abandoned without resist.a.nee i and, finally, which proved the 
truth, that the garrison ha'l been reinforced and received instrueti()nl to 
l1old out to the last. Genera.I )ViH~hire's brigade having pressed on by 
forced 1narehes, the whole army were arranged by the Comrnander·in .. Chief 
in three columns, ready to deploy into line) and give battle at a moment's 
warning, and thus they rnoved across the extensive plain by which Ghu~nie is 
approached on the west, and a.fter a march. of twelve miles halted within a. 
mile of the walls oC the fort. (62) On the arrival of the infantry a party 
of skirmishers was thrown into a garden from which some ma.tchlock fire 
had appeared to procetld, and eleareJ it without dilfieulty. It was desired 
by the Commander-in~Chief that it should be ascertained what amount of 
fire the enemy could direet against us. 'Vith this ohjectl 18 horse artiUery 
guns, together with the ea7I.1el battery of 9-pounders, making 30 in all, 
were got ioto position 100 yards froru the wa.11~. (63) They opened a brisk: 
fire of shot and ~hrapnell, which Jasted for three quartors of an hoar, the 
enemy appearing to suft'~r severely, especially frotn the explosion of the 
sheH.s. The practice of the A ffghans was good, and their guns wer~ woll 
supplied. Ila:ving ascertained all ffe wanted to know, our artillery were 
lvithdrawn. (64) '!'he fort was now reconaoitred in form: it was found 
that all the gates, save that opening on the Cabool road on tl1e oppo3ite 
alde from whence \'fe halted, lu.d been built up. It was imposstlJle to 
breach the walls lvith gllns of the caHbre we had alone brought along with 
us, or in nny reasonable thne with the s1na1l battering train brought from 
Sukkur and left behind, even could this have been commanded. Mining 
;nd esca.la.ding were equally out of the q~e.stion, from the height of. the 
parapet and magnitude of the wet ditch;; to sit down in f<>rmal siege 'vas 
an O('oratioo much too tardy Lo be thought of, cousidering the advanced 
period of the year1 and it w3s therefore determined, on the re(:ommenda.
tion of the Engineerli, that the Cabool gate should be blown in1 and ca.p .. 
ture alteinpted by a~sault. On tho evening of the day of their arrival. the 

(i2. Outrarn, p. 91. 
G:J • .?tiojor Hough1 p.166, nod notC'. 
6l, 'l'he wo1·ka; wero evidently much. stronger thao we had been led to 

expect~ a.ud such a:; our army e.ould not venture to attack in.a regular ma.nnor. 
\Ve ha.dno battering train, continues Captain, 'l'howsou :· to bers.ege Ghuznie 
in form, a. rouclt larger one would have been required than the army ever 
possessed. The 00101nand of the parapets fro1n 6U to 70 feet, with the wet 
ditch, were unsurinountable obstacles to an attack either by miuing or escalad. 
ing • • • 'l'he result of this recoouoissauce was a. report to His 
Excellency the Comma.ndex in-chief that, if ho decideJ upon an inunediate at
tack on Ghuznic, tho only feasible mode of prooeediug, and the only ono 
which held out a prospect of snecess, was to make a dash at the Ca.bool §t'ate
'vay, blolfing tbo gate open by powder .. bags.-Rep<ir-t, ut supra, 

Q 
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troops were directed to change t11eir gro11ntl: they n1archc;l in two column,., 
right and )~ft of the fortress,, to t:i.ke up their new po1ition on the CilboQI 
in.steatl uf the Ca1ulaUar siJe: th'ey were directe~ to make a eonsiJerable 
circuit, so as to keep without the rilnge of the fire of !he fort: they reached 
the new baiting piaee in the course of the night. )!~ides being now in a po~i~ 
tion for the operations about to be carried 'into eft'.;,ct previous to the assautl>
the army was so placed as 10 prevent the escape of Hyder !Chan aOJ the 
garrison should tl1ey tbink {)f abi:tndoning the fort, as w~n as to preclude 
the possibility of bis receiving assistance or su11pHes. fr01n l1is father or 
brother, whose troops were still further to the eastward. 'rhe Comiuaoder .. 
in-Chief having, at break of day, reconnoitred the new aspect the city 
noW' presented, laid dowp his rla.ns and issued hh~ order• fu1· the proceed .. 
ings of oext night. (65) About noon the hi11s to the southward of oar 
camp were crowded by masses of horse and foot, displaying several stan1J .. 
ards.. 'l'he whole of the Shah's 11orse1 supported by the Lancers and 
a Bengal regiioent of cavalry, moveJ ,out with a couple of gun:S to 

meet them. So soon as the eavalry approached, the enemy, who had 
begun to descend into the plain, fonnd it expe<llent to re· ascend thc
heigbts, leaving behind one of their standards in our posses!ion1 four or 
five of their horses haYing fallen. Captain Outra1n bad a.t this tiine 
galloped out lo ascertain what was astir: he reached the scene of action 
just before the occurrence of the incident alreaily described, and finding n? 
Kuropean ol6eer on the spot, persuaded a body of the Sbah's horse to follow 
l1im round the bills to the enerny•s rear, where he sta\ioned thern ao as to 
cnt off' their retreat. Iutin:tidated by this movement, and repu~setl by the 
gallant charge of Ea~ign Nichulsont the Afr;,::hans ascended the heights 
beyond tbe reach of our horse. Captain Outram now suggested to au 
English officer, whom, at this juncturl", ho met in charge of ISO infantry 
and matchlock-men, th~t they shoulU make an attempt to drive the eneniy 
from the heights in the directh;in io wbieh the cav3lry ha.d been statione<l. 
They scrambled over the rocks with great gal!autry, Captain Oalram at their 
]1ead; and after scaling the steep and rugged acclivity of the hill, sheltering 
tbemselve.s from the fire, whieh ,vns bot and well-direeted1 by every stone 
and rocky promontory which ~ame in their way, they at length step by .step 
attained the higlicst sumrnit. They now reached the head .. quarters of the 
enemy, marked by a large green and white bAnner, whieh had bee11 conse
crated by the pdests> and was suppesml to confer invincibility, 011 arriving 
within fifty paces of this,_ the whale of our party rushed in with a general 
cheer-a. fortunate shot brought down the staoUarJ-bearert and the standard 
itself fell ioto our hands. l'l1e enemy were panic~struek, tlleir char•n haJ 

65. Ou.tram, p. 95. 
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failed them, and they fled oo every silt~. The Joss of the Affghans amount('d 
to 30 or 40 in killed and wounded, and 50 were made prisoners by tho 
cavnlry-tbe great1.ir part of which were afteri'Vard,s e:x:.ecuted, beeau,_e one 
of tl1em in the king's ptcseuee stabbed a.n attendant; his f\.lajesty ga\le in• 
stant orders to behead him and tbe others. As may be supposed, this wa.s 
done without the k11owle1lge of the Co:nmantler .. in-chicf, who wa'! astounded 
when Sir Alex. Bnrnes came to him soon after from Mr ~Ia.cnaghten to report 
it. It was ahso perpctr.ited without the kuawletlge of eilher of tl1om; but tho 
deed \Vall done~ and it was loo late to recall it. His Majesty was, liaw·ever, dis ... 
tinctly infonncd by Sir John Keane's orders, that such butcherii1g ,, ould never 
agaiu be pertnitted within the limits of a British eamp,, cve1~ 011 kis Jllaj~tp's 
own. s11lefect1. (66) Uy 3 o'clook of the 1noraing of the ~Sd July, the •a• 

------------·---···-·---------··----·-·--
66- This version of tlie matter 1nay be relied ori, though very widely differ

ent from that usllal1y giv~n. Sir \V. !facnaght.en, tho11gb di!:!approving of tho 
measure at the thne, afterwards attenlpled lo dct'cnd it. (\Vo have retnincd 
this note, as "·ell as the text to which it refers. exactly as it. stood in the 
/JQ111bay ~lfontl1Cy Times. A letter subscribed ,. 01.D Y1i:n:il10~,n gives Sir \V., 1\-Iac
naghten'a own accouut of the matter, whieh i,g vety grea.tly a.t variance with 
the above.} 

On referring the 1ua.ttcr to an Officer of rank naw in Ilo1nbay, who beld a. 
eonfidcntial Sta.fF situation with Sir John Keane at the time, he write3 as fol~ 
lows:-

?..ir7-A<1 you havtt asker) my impres~on as to the two versions regarding wh:tt 
immediately preced<>d the bt-hea.ding or th1;> Ghazee prisoners by or1ittr of Shah 
Shoojab, I can liave no objeetions IQ give ir, in M) far 11.s I had aRy means of forming 
.Pn ovinion,-it. being a mattttr that diJ not in lb~ m011t !emote degree co1ne within. 
the sphert! of my offiee or duty. The p-0int upGn w!Ji:cb [ belie"e you wish an opi
uion h:, whether Sir Juhu Keane was aware of the King's iuten1io11 to behead tb~ 
prtsoner's, and gavoe his coucurren~ 10 it, l;ejare thejact; er whether he was cnly 
lnade- aware of it after the fact. •rise impression on my mi.nd h~ that he only kll't'W' 
it after, and for this reason~ liavil:!lg gone into Sir John Keane's tt"nl th:it ;1fternoo11., 
and fi1iding Sir Ale:ir.an<lt>r Btll'tU•s with him, Sir Jnhn Keane ie:x<11aiml:'d 4' what do 
you thit1k has happened ?-Lhe Ring h&s hehead1:1d the priso1u1rs ta~t'll tbii afot'r
noon." Sir Alex. Burnff the11 related liow,, and wl1y the l\:ing had done so-1bat 
wl1~n they were br(lught into liis l\Iajes1y's preS'l:!n'Ctl and <JUt'stiO$}t'd rl:'gardit1g 
th':!ir rebelllon euid treasora1 they said they would glory in 111.kii1g His llajt"sty'g life; 
that lie was an ir1.fidt'J, aod bad brGuglit afl army of in6:<k-1s. into lhe eou11try, 1u1d 
that th'ii'y would take his life whenevt:r they could, or bad nn opportunity; and one 
uf them, ttuitlng the action to the word, pltJ11gt!d a dagger into 1he brt>a~l: of 011-e of 
the Shah's attendants in His !\Iirjenyli; pre11t'11ce ;-upon wliieh the King gave orders 
tbat. tht>y should an be beh~acled. 

I cannot be mi~taken in what Sir Ale:iande1" Burnes said, as l have above related 
it1 uor do I think he eeuld havli:! come with a :-.1esoiage from the Envoy asking Clln

cuTreuce, previcus to that ofternoov, without my knowi11g it, a!! I w11s Fel<lom out of 
SiT Jolin l({!'a1u/t tent, it being a time f.lf ho?a"y work, at "'ell a'! heavyn .. ,,ponsibilhy 
and 1nuch an1iety lo him, ai the arrangements for the storming ,,f G huznie .-ere 
etill iP progre1s and uot compleled. :My impresslo1i thererure, for the reason I 
have stated, is, ti.at the account in the teit is the nearest to the true Tn-siun, 'l'ht>re 
W"\8 no writing of any kind upo11 the s1..1hject th11t I was aware of, and I seldom or 
ewer beard it aftt'rwards tnlke-d of or condemned by the Offieers in the Fil:'ld: at the 
mcunen& all teemed to think the tre&soa of the Obazee ptisoners of a double and 
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rious detachments were at their posts,, and all the guns io position at points 
wbielt commanded the eastern face of the fortres~, as well as the Ca.boot 

most aggravated kind i and although :it the time of Sir Alexander B11rne:r1 rt!'lating 
the tragic story to nie, as I hat'e stated it1 I beard Sir John KPanc condemn the 
Shah for his rash act, and that such a thing must not happen again, l at the same 
tiroe heard him say, that "the murderers and treacherous ra'!cals deser"Ved it,'' or 
words to that effect. I thereforl:! tbiuk, tbat if Sir \Villia1n I\fae11aghte11 wr!>te a 
year afterwards, t() the effect i;tated in che note, he must have jumbled two things 
together, and confounded the account Sir A!e"Jander Uurnes gave him of the C1;un
mander·in .. Gbief's i::onver11adm1 whh QOnc1;irreoce in the-Shah's act, 

I had for Sir \ViUiam I\la.cnaghteo pvnonally a ~ery great regard,and so thorough
ly convinced am I of bis good Intentions, and his strict. regard for trutht that ir he 
did write to the effect stated, he had couvinced bim3elf of its curreetnesst howe"er 
he 1nay have mi1rnd up l\l'O ci:rcu1n~tanci!S at a time of in1ense a11x:ie1y, and of no 
small dangerl wbl!n my la111ented fril'nd Sir Alexandtlr Burnes went back to him 
and related lib conversat;on whb the Commander-in-Chief. 

It w,s not ari unu:oual thing for Sir John Keane to olft!r advice to the Shah (the 
Envoy being of eour:>e cttgnizaot of ii). '1'hi11 he was not only outhu.rized to <lo. bu4 
also to enfarce the advice in an.y can• of neCe!5ity. In thRt. way, he caused the Shah 
to be informed on one occa5oion, when the ears of a man had been cut off' by Ilia 
Majvst)''e mders for a hei11ous crime, that mutilatk111, which was abhorrent to Bri· 
tiab feelings, however it mii;;bt accord with Affghan h\V and usage, would not be 
permitted, 10 long as Hi11o i\Iajesty and i1is follower5 iormed piort of a British Camp. 

1 am, Sir, your ol1edient servant, 
AN OFFIO?.U OE RA.MK z.;ow IN JJo»:uAVJ wno nELD A 

CoNf'lDEti'!lAL Sl:AFF S1~UA.'l'ION. 

l 1 The following extract is from an autograpb-hittf!r from Sir \Villiarn l\"taenaghten 
to Sir Alexander .Burnes, dated "Cabool, No.,, 27, 1840,"' now before me, aud a. 
Copy of wblcb I ln.ve supplied by last I\lail to Sir \Villiam's friends in London, to 
enable them to meet the new ' version of the matter' in your Summary with such 
denial as tlit'y may think proper. 
't Extract from a letteT from Sir 'Villiam l\Iacnaghlen to Sir Alexander Ilurneg, on 

the subjvct of the destruction of ti1e 36 pris.oners who were put to death ai Ghizni 
the pre5ence of Major McSherry, on thtt ~Vt>Diog of the 2'2d July 1839. 
'The facta uf tbe c•se, as contidned in m1 offi.ci.d letter to Government, were 

aimply tbese: to the trutb of my statement you and many.pther persons can testit"y. 
'On the morning of tbe 22d July, whilst we were bel'ore the ~'art ot' Ghlaoi, a • 

numerous body or armed people (I have recently heard their number estimated at 
nearly four thousand) were &een ascending tbe hUls immetllately to the left of Hia 
M11jPny's camp. In the courae of tbe day they several Li.me• throJatened to come 
d-0wn upon our camp; but they were repulsed acd kept iu check cbiefl.y by the 
Shalla own. troops a.11d Christie'& her~, who were at clifft!reut pt>riods engaged 
vith the&e fanatics. 'l'-oward5 evening. a report was brought to me, that the King's 
peopte had take-n several prisoners, and that His l'rlajesty had di:;tennh1ed upon the 
executi<.tn of them ttll. On the impulse of the 1noment, [ suggeSted that a aelec
tiou should be made of the offenders fol' execution; and I immediately consulted 
Lieut.-Geoeral Sir John Kea11e, througb Sir Ale.sandcir Burnes, 'vho wat. iin Jlis 
EJ:cl'lll'fl(:)1S camp; and his opinion was,. that ' the most r.ummary esample e.bou.ld 
be made ofaU 6ucli da5ta.rdly ruffians.' In the mea!lwhile1 I had reeei"ed sever.al 
.messages from Uis .Majesty, e:spreuing his determiaation lG pu.t the prisonera to 
.death, a&. the only aafe and proper coun:e to be adopt~d in the exigency of our s.it11-
•tion, I Teplied1 that llis Majesty was JJupreme, but tliat I would a' lea.s.t strongly 
t'eeommend him, if he &hougUt a &evere e1.ai:nple necessar11 to liber1ne some oft.be 
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gate. The weather was peculiarly fa\•ourable for the concealment of our 
movements. Tbe wind blew stroPgly and in gusts from the east, and occa .. 
:1io1u.lly with such violence over night and towards dawn, as to render in• 
audible to the devoted garrison the tramp of eolnmns or rattle of artillery 
wheel11.(67) Under these circumstance.sJ so q11ietly and judiciously were 
all our artaogewenta effected, that not a shot was fired fr.om tho garrison 
nutil after the commencement of the false attack by Captain Hay, with three 
co1npanies of the 35th N.I. from the opposite quarter to that from which 
real danger was preparing. As an attack for the relief of the garrison had 
been thrcatcndcJ, Col. Stalker wid1 the Bombay l9tb N. I. 1 was ordered to 

guard the Caboo1 road, but no enemy appeared. At mhlnigbt, the fir:lt bat-. 
tery left camp. followed by four-0thcrs at intervals of half an hour. Those 
to tl1e rigbt of the road were conducted to the right of tbcir PQAitioDs1 by 
Lieutenant Stnrt, those ou the left by Lieutenant An<lersoo. The ground 
for the guns wa-s prepared by the sappers and pioneer!, taking advantage of 
the irregnlarities to tbe right, and some old garden walls on tbe le-ft,(GSJ 
The ar1il1ery being all in readiness shortly after 3 o'clock, Captain: Peat of the 
Bombay Et1gincers moved down to the gateway, aeeoropaoied by six. mea of 
H. ll~'s l3th, without their beH~! and supported by a detachment of the same 
Regiment, consisting or 18 otfiecra, 28 sergeants, 17 buglers> and 276 rank. 
and file> which entered lo tl1e right nod left of the roaJ 1 taking what cover 
lhey eonld find as they arrived at the ditel1, and endeavouring to keep down 
the fire of the ramparl.9, whieh became very heavy on the approach of 
lhe party, though it had been sufficienUy slack throughout on previous 
operations. Blaa lights were shown by the besieged! which rendered 
s:urroundi11g ol~ecta distinctly visible ; luckily they were burned on the top 
of the parapet instead of being tbrowu into the passage below. (69) The ex
plosion party consisted of Ca.ptllin Peat, Lieuts. Durand (iO) and M'Leod, 

prisoners, io order that the retribu1lon whi:ct1 h11d overtaken their comrades might 
be 1nade known to tbt1 wb9le of thes;e fanatic ofF~nders My reeo1n1nendation was 
not concurrt!d in by His i\Jajt"sly to the e:&tent ~hat [could l1ave wh,l1ed: of 38 
prisoners 2 only were released,-the one on the ground of bis being a Syud, and 
the otht!r because he begged his lik. The remai11der. who obstinately persisted iQ 
eJasperaling I!is M•je$ty, w1:1re executed.' * * * 

' On s.uch an occasion it was my duty to seek th"i! advice of the chief 1JJUitC1ry au .. 
thority on Sb~ spot, and I have sbow-11 that I did so..1

' 

OtD V£RSlON!' 
67. Havel-0ek, vol. ii. p. 71. 
68. Captain Thou1son·~ Report. 
69. Report~ ul supra. Copied verbatim. 
70. 'J"his officer having been home on leave, returned to India with Lord 

Ellcnborough, and W<l$ appointed his. Lordship'$ Private Secretary. Long 
before the capture of Ghuznie, 'vhen very young in year9, he lia.d distinguish· 
ed himself in ~cientit\c research : especially by his. discoveries of l!OlXle of the 
most famous &ub-.Himalayan foaail~. 
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three !-Orjeants, and eigl1teea men or the Sappers, in working dresse!!I, 
carrying 300 lbs. of powder in 12 sand-bag~, witl-l a l1ose 72 feet i0ong. 
'l'hese advanced steadily, sHently1 and rapidly, led by Lieut. Durand. The 
enemy were perfectly aW'a.re that wo were ia the g'lteway, but appeared to 
bave no iJea of the nature of the operations in progresa,. lf they had been 
so, they migbt bave rendered it impossible to place the po\vder-bags, by 
throwing over b1ne-lights 1 of which they had abundance in store. The 
powder pots, and other lire-works so tnuch used by the nati-wes of Hiodos· 
tao, would easily have rendered the cramped SJJaee leading to the gat"' mucl1 
too hot for .such an operation. but the ignorance of the besieged Wa5 knowQ 
and calculated oa ; t11e resu1ts sl1ow how juii-tly. Lieutenant Duraod 1 on 
6rst going up, saw,, through the chinks oftb.e gate, that there were lights, 
and a guard im lne11iately behind it. The men on duty were smoking quiet
ly thinking of no danger: three minutes after, they niust have been destroy• 
ed by the explosion t The powder was placed, the hose laid, the train 
fired, and the carrying party had retire1l to tolerable cover1 in less than lwo 
minutes. No man waa hurt; Captain Peat was momentarily etunned by 
the concussion, but speedily recovered. The success was complete. 'fhero 
having been re.~son to apprehend that the enemy might 11ave built up or 
strengthened tlie gate fro1n within, more than double the quantity of gnn .. 
powder recommended by Colonel Pasley bad been used. Tho charge was 
so heavy that it not ooly destroyed the. gate, bnt brought down a considera• 
hie portion of the square building rn whieh it was placed) the ruins obstruct· 
ing the advance of the as:saulting eolumn. (71) .<\.few moments elapsed be .. 
fore a bugler could be found to sound the advance. (72) The instaut the 
trn.mpet blast was: heard, ti1e storming party, consisting of the grenadier 
companies of H. l\f.'g 2d aod 17tb, with those of the Bengal European Re• 
giment, and a.company of IJ. l\J.~s 13tl1, led on by the heroic Colonel Den· 
nie, rushed in and found themselves for a few moments in fieree hand·to .. 
band confiict with the Affghans amidst the ruins of the demolished gateway, 
"Nothing could be distinctly seen in the narrow passage; but the c::lash of 
sword~IJlade against bayonet was heard on every side,,. (73) The soldiers 
had to grope their way between the yet standing walls; there was neither 
roo1n nor leisure fo:.- regular firing. Each section loaded in turn, and deli
vered its dead1y volley at half pistoJ-3hot di.stance on the enemy. The en• 
trance-way just on passing the gate, took a sudden turn at right aogles lo 
tl1e line ofitiJ previous path, 'l'his led at first to the erroneous impression 
that the passage was built up within, aod that the explosion had not opeDe<' 

71. Capt. Peat's Repm-t1 verbatim 
72. Capt. Thomsonta Report. • 
7:h Havelock, vol. ii., p. 76. 
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a tboroughfar~. The illusion was only dispelled when the sky began to ap• 
pear over head i and the lea.ding files- immediately afterwards: found them .. 
selves in the open square within the l10twn. :afeanwl1ile an erroneous report, 
lhat Col. D~nuie had been unable to make good ae enh·ante, reached the 
.supporting colun1n, consisting of H. M.'.s ~d and 13th, with the remaiDder of 
the Europeans, under Brigadier Sa.le, (H. ~I.'a l 7th being directcJ lo follow 
the storming patty iota the fort.) They halted for a moment, and the retreat 
was sounded i (74) fortunately it was imperfectly heard and unattended to 
during the tempest of the night and the e1.ciletnoot of lhe events in pro
gress. A few minutes n1-0re ela.pseJ, and the trne version of the tdalter was 
communieated; Brigadier Sale pressed on, but the loss of the fe1V miautes 
his halt l1ad occasioned, gave rise to mi.sehief. (75) A eo!lsiJera.ble interval 
was left betwixt the forlorn hope, under Col. Dennie, and the column of Bri~ 
ga.dier Sale. As the latter pressed into the gateway) the Queen's regiment 
taking tlie lead, a large body of Atfgha.ns, driven from the rarnparts by the 
tire of the forlorn hope, rushed down upon them in hopes of <'Sea.ping- be .. 
yond the wal:Ls. The attack \Vas made on the rear company of the Queen~s 
and the leading 6.le& of the Bengal European tegiment.(76) 'fhe fury of 
their assault for a moment drove back tl10 troops opposed to t11em. Briga
dier Sale was cut down, and his adversary rolled -0\'er him. Capf. l{erJ1ha'v 
of H. ~1.'s I 3th, during the struggle passed his sword through the body of 
the Affghan. This, however, 'vas not enough i and not till Sir Robert Sale 
managed to get uppermost and cleave his skull to lhe eyebrows, would his 
desperate enemy let go his h<>ld. The reserve under Colonel Croker now 
speedily followed, and n1.ade its way h1to the city "VVithoul resistanco. On the 
evening of the 22nd a council of war had been held in the garrison of Ghuznie: 

it had been proposed by I:Iyder I\.han tbe governort that all the females should 

be sent into tbe fort as a place of protection ; this was opposed; antl just as the 
asserubly, "''hose debates had o~upied the live long uight, were being dissolv
ed1 the gates 1vere burst open, and the batteries opene"<l their fire. (77) No one 
dreaoit of what bad h1:ppe-ncll'Jo and the three leadiug companies 11nder Col. 
Deonie were within the fort before l he chiefs suspected the approach of danger. 
The Commdr.~in-chier, perceiving that the city had been woo, desired that the 
whole force of tl1e artillery should be directed against. the citadel, from which 
a determined resistance was still expectetl. But the enemy were panic: struck 
witb. the S'Uddenness and magnitude of the rnisfortune which bad fallen upon 
them, aad though in their attempts to reach the gateway, the fiyiug Aff'ghans 
laid about them in all directions, there was no further resistance systematical-

74. !1a.jor Hough, p. i·75, 
75. Havelock, ut supra. 
76. Major Ha.,·elock, vol. ii. p. 79, 
77. Dr. Kcnnedy1 v.ol. ii. p. 48. 
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ly attempted. By five o'clock A. M. the colours of H. M,'s 13th (78) •nd l7th 
waved from the battlements of th'6 eitadel of Ghuzn ic. There had been so1ne 
s:11arp fighting iu the streets: one lofty building off'ered a desperate resistance, 
ri:nd upwards of 5-0 Afi'ghan3 peri>ihcJ in defending it. There were 5J4 dead 
bodies piek.ed up within the walls~ we took 1600 prisoners, and the number of 
the woond.ed was estimated about equal that of the captives. For weeks afier
wards, however, bodies were found in tbe recesses of private buildings or 
narrow streets, mostly those of men who had died Q f their wounds1 so that 
the total loss of the Aft'ghans is estitnated at about 1000 alain. (79) No 
city taken by assault ever suffered 0-0 little as Ghuznie, and no men ever 
conducted thems.elves under similar cireumsta.nees with temperateness and 
moderation equal to that of its captors.. On this Point aH writers are un
noituon~. "\Vith the cloae of the fighting all violence ceased, and not oue 
female was exposed to in!ult or injury. It may not be superfluoo1 to 
add, that. long before this the co1n1nis.sariat store of intoxieating liquor had 
been exhausted, and Sir J. l{eane commanded a temperance army. To 
the want of liquor is ascribed by the medical men the unprecedented. cel
erity with which the injuries of the wouaded were liealed. 011r casu. 
allies in killed, wounded, and missing, officf!rs and men together, amounted 
to 191, otwl101n 17 only were killed. llydcr Khan, the governor, SUf'ren· 
tlered himself in the conrse of the morniug, a.u•l was plaeed under the su.r
velllance of Sir .4.lexander Ilurnes; he subsequently accornpanied the Com .. 
maoder-in-Chief with the part of the Bengal anoy which returned through 
the Khyber Pa:-s, and in progress through the Punja.ub he requested that, 
owing tu the kind treatment he experieuced, he might be al10,1ed to aecorn .. 
pa11y Sir J. l{eane all the way to Born bay,-a request which wtts caesented to 
by the Governor-General. lie remained through the year 1840 a prisoner 
cf state at Bombay, where he was left ahnost entit'ely at lib.erty. 'fbc faU 
of Ghuznie wa.3 known at Cabool, 8() (niles off, at S o'clock the same day. 
(80) ~leer Ufzul l(han 1 the eldest, and commonly known as '~ thefighti11g 
son" of Dost MahomeJ, was afterwards found to have been elose upon cur 
camp early in the morning with 5000 cavalry. fie heard the tiring, and was 

78. hlnjor Hough, p. 6.-The colours o-f the 13th wete placed un the 
battlement~ by Ensign Frere, an able. amiable, and gallant young officc1-. 
who) aner ha.viug been pre.sent at a.ll the remarkahlo actio:1s which occur .. 
red in Aft'gha.uistan betwix~ 1833 and 184~1 inchiding the siege of Julla· 
la.bad and return to Cabool, died on hi:s way to Intlia. on the final abandon .. 
ment of' the count rv, 

79. Dr Atkiuson's~..Aft'gh.a.nistan, p. 236-" On our arrival at Cabool, infor
mation reached us, that in i;u~ai:chin~ throu"'h every reces.s au<l cor11 c1·, be. 
twccn 200 and 300 morQ dead bodies hatl ;.been fvun1l and buried; so tbat, 
together with. those QUt t.lowu in their flight, the total a1nount of ldJled ha::s 
been csdn\atetl at up\Yards of 1000."-It>it4 ut supra. .Major a·ough <:sti .. 
mates tbe1n a.t 1200, 

80. llajor llougb. 
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only waiting for daylight to discover the state of GhuzniEJ. Dawn showei 
him the British flag waving on the citadel, and indicated that il had already 
met its fate. He immedht.tely fled towards Cabool, leaving l1is elephants 
and baggage behind him, within six miles of our camp. These were after .. 
wards captured by 11s. (81) 

Lleut.-Col. (oow Sir Claude Marlin) "\Va.de, political agent at Loodia.na, 
ha.d, as mentioned at the commencement of our narrative, assembled near 
Peshawur an army of 4800 1nen of the Shah't1 levi09, besides a Seikh con
tingent of 6000, (82) so early as the month of Janua.ry. These were to 
move upon Cabool by J•llalabad, nominally under Shahzoda Tirnour, eldeat 
1.on of Sha.h SCH!ljah; while a further Seik.h contingent of J0,000 was to re. 
main as. an army ofobservatioo. .a.t Pesbawnr. Col. 'Vade having been duly 
informed oftheprogtess and suceess ofthegraQd army UQder Sir J. Keane, 
proceeded into the Khyber Pass on the 22d of June. On the27th he ob
tained possehion of Ali 1\fusJid, a fort previously held by Dost Alabomed's 
troops, and considered the key of the pass: the enemy abandoned it without 
fighting on the approach of the advancing force. ~lahomed Ukhbar Khan, 
second son of Dost Mahomed, and afterwards too famous atnbogst tha insur
gent chiefs in 18421 was then stalioned at Jellalabad., ofwhieh he was the 
governor, with 2,500 1nen ~nd J4 gn11S'. On the fall of Ghuznie he was 
recalled to defend Cahoot 1.'bis a.t once opened the way for the Shabzada's 
advance through the passes. I:Ie arrived at Cabool on the 2d Sept. Near 
GunJan1uek, Ulthbar Khan abandoned his artillery and camp equipage1 ro 
that 12 gun.sf~ 7000 rounds of ball cartridges, with camp appointments. horses, 
anJ draught bullocks, fell jnto the Sha.hzada."ll hands. Gen. Ventura, who 
w~.s to h~u·c taken command of the Seikh contingent, remained behind in 
consequence of the death of Ruojeet Singh, and the entire command of this 
foree. amountiag to betwixt 10,000 and lJ ,OOO, devolved OD Col, '\Vade, (83) 
who, for this well· directed movement, received the special thanks of the 
Governor. General: and appears well to ha vu deserved them. A march 
tbro~1gh the ras~es, at all ti1nes a dil6cult operation, ivas at this juncture a 
very important one i and though little opposition was ex:perieoccd, it seems 
to have been gol. rid of by skilful and jndicious mana.gement,-by a series 
of dillicult and intricate arrangements amongst .a set of most untra.ctable 
bUbjects. 

So soon as all was tolerably quiet, H. i\J. Shah Soojah aatl the Envoy 

SI. l\.la.jor Hough~ p. 183. 
82. :Major Hough. 
83. llt- Atkiuson's expedition into Atfghanista.n. This work supplies us with 

a. grcn.t ma.ny valua.blo facts, but it is impossible sufficiently to censure the 
tone of childish adulation toward:s Lord Anckla.nd's administration, which 
eha.raeteriZI!-$ it every where, or the perverted credulity with whi.cli a.11 -
eorts of silly and incredible anecdotes a.ga.inst the Ba.:tukzyes are raked np. 

lt 
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and Minister were conduete1I round the citadel and a great part of t11e for ... 
tress, by the Co1n1na.nder~ln-Chief. 'fbe }{log was astonished at our havin~ 
made ourselves master of a plaee considered to he impregnable, in the ~p:ice 
of two hours of assault,. and within 48 hours of our ha.vicg presented. unr
selves before it. (84J He was stil\ more delighted than •stonisbod at Lile 
result. On the reco1nu1endation of the 1nedical offieers or the force, it 
was deterrnin-0d that the sick and woundetl shoulJ he left at Ghuzuie under 
charge of field-surgeon Pi.obey of the Bombay service. Tho garrison to he 
stationed there consisted of the 16th Bengal N. I., a dctach1uent of 30 artll~ 
lery1nen 1 and 200 of the Shah's horse: to these were afterwar<ls add~tl a 
ress.alah of the 4th Bengal local horse, witb fuur of the Shah's guns. (Sj) 
On tho 2Slh July, the Nawab Jubbar Khan, eltlest brother of Dost &Ia~ 

hoi:.1ed1 arrived in camp on deputation from the Ameer, Sir Alex. Burnes 
and an escort of Lancers ,,·ent out to meet hin1, This. ehief had been cele .. 
brated by all the travellers whoever visited Aifghanistan, for his hospitality, 
l1is kindness to Europeans, and general liberality anti benevolence of dispo
sition. (86) flis strength of intellt!ict aud shrewdness of remark }Jave 
already been notice.l by us in our introductory chapter, where the reasoning 
of the state papers of the Government of lo1;ia is shown to have boen 
completely de11101ished by him and hi~ brother. ~~ 1'he conduct of Jubbar 
l{han (says llaJor llougb) was on this occasioo noble: he ha.d at one time 
been defrauded of bis estates by his brotber, but be itaid he \Tanted nothing 
for hhnself.'' 1'he drift of h1s pre~ent proposition was, that Hyder I\.han 
should be released, and that l)o.st l\fahomcd should cease to offer fnrther 
rcsistanee, and should re~ign all power and authority into t11e hauds of Shah 
Soojah, provided we consented to hid becorniog ''izicr or Priino ~Iioister
a position whieh he claimed by right of heritage. After the steps we had 
already taken, this proposal was clearly in'admissible. Jic was iufor1nctl 
that the only terms which Dost ?vlahomed could loek for, were a safe asylum 
alld liberal allowance within lhc Briti.sl1 doruinioos. He declared that his 
brother would never consent to reside in India. on any terms. Ile was of .. 
fered for hhnself the Gontinuance of his property, with honours from the 
haods of the Sba.h. These were declined., and the chief seems to ha.ve re· 
sorted to a. boldness of speech not over grateful to royal ears. ·~ Oa lieing 

84- Lord K£ane's dispatch. 
85· Major Hough, p. 221. 
86. Dr .Atkinson's work is on thhl, as on mQst other pQints affecting the 

Da.ruk%yecharacterJat variance with aU our books of travel~. He does not 
sta.te 1vhencc his lights are dra,vn-that they Ate tinted by the mediu1n of 
the Sha.h Sooja.h coutt js su.fficiontly apparent. tie S)leaks of Jubl>ar Khan 
\Yith mu.eh disparagement. 
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inttoduced to the I{ing," says Dr. Atkinson, H hi.s deportment was not 
uocourtcous, bul he said, c. if you are to be king, what is the use or the Bri· 
tish army l1ere? If the English are to rule over the country, what use arc 
you here?' ., n. 'i'.l:;.e Shah," continues the eourtly historian, '1 'vitb un~ 
ruffled temper, parried this observation by soothiog his burt mind~ and, io a 
bland manner, pro1nised him a confidential atation near bis pcrsou." If, 
in.stead of parrying, the Government of India bad endeavoured to solve tlle 
<lifiiculty here set forth, as also that pre.ss.i:tl by J\lehT&b Khan of [{elat-
" you have brougbt an army into the country, how do you propo3e to feed it 
while her(>, or get it back again ?''-before ent~dng oo the war, Britain 
1night have b-cen spared the loat1 of much life, treasure, anil fi:trne. The Na
wab having failed in effecting a.ny of his objects, left us, decl&rlng his deter
mination to follow hi~ brother's fortunes: to tho close. 

On the 30th of .July our troops marel1cd from Ghuzoie towards Cahoot 
Noar the end of the first. da.)''li march they passed a de6le of about 200 or 300 
yarU::, behind which, a. very inferior force witlt a few guns might have made 
good. 'fbe elevation here was the greatest a.tta.ineQ by them, being 9000 
feet abo\'e t.he level of the sea. Very rigid orders were issued for the pro
tection of the villagerst and to prevent injury to the growing crops, now 
nearly ripe in the field. Oo the lst of Augnst &. message from P.eshawur 
brought accounts of the dea.th of Runjeet Singh : thi:J efent, by which tl1e 
h·ipltl alHauca was so materially affected, had occurred on the 27th of June, 
the day before the troops )aft Uandahar. On the 3J, intelligence was re~ 
ceived or Dost I\-Iaho1ned having been wholly deserted by his chiefs and army~ 
tl1e latter said to have sl1orily before a.mounted to 131000 1nen. (87) Quar .. 
rels and jealousies had arisen a.mongst them: old feuds and grudges were, 
as usual, calJed up just at the time they should have been forgotten, Tltc 
severities of Dost l\lahome<l's vigorous government were recent anti mi
nutely recollected: Jl!!tanee had meHoweJ the errors of the Shah ~oojab, 
antl caused bis half remernbere:I seven years' reig11 of 30 years sjnce to be 
looked hack upon as an era. or hi1ppines! and prosperity. The force, 
besides, which wu accompanying bin1 to the throne, appeared capable of 
bearing down all opposition. The result wa9, that with perfidy, trea.chery1 
dissension, and disaffection every where, wilh enernies on every sideJ and no 
ono to encounter them, Dost l\Iabomed1 w:th 600 horsemen, fled lo Bamee .. 
an with a view or seeking refuge amongst the chiefs in Traos-0.xania rill 
more auspicious days sbeuld ce>me around. So soon as authentic accounts 
of this reached eatnp, it was res'.llved to send a. detachment in pursuit of the 
Ameer, who, so long 3.$ he '\Vas left at liberty, tnust necessarily prove the 
hope of the disaff'ect<ed, and a. source of substantial annoyance to the new 

87. Letter of Sir J. Kcanel datod 8th August.i to tho Envoy and MiniHtcr. 
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ruler. Two thousand of the Shah's Affgbans, nnc'!er Ha1ljec Kban Kakur, 
were ordered for this service, accompanied by a hundred of our Cavalry, 
regular and irregular, for the purposti of stimulating their exertions, and 
checking hostilities in case of ll1e fugitive chief or his family falling into 
their hands. (88) These were accompanied by lh!! following l~ritish offi
cors: -Captain Outram, Captain '\Vheeler, Captain Troup, Captain Law• 
rence, Captain Back.house, Ca.ptain Taylor, Captain Christie, CaptaiH 
Erskine, I ... i~ut. )3ro&dfoot, Lieut. Hogg, and Dr. '\Vorra1-Capt. Outran1 to 
take command. Tho party assembled at 4 P, M,, aeeording to order, at the 
tent of the Envoy, where the Affgha.ns were also to h:i.ve been in readiness; 
but not more than 300 effective wca had 1nadc their appea.rance when it be
came dark; the remainder, consisting of fto1n 4.00 to .500 of a ragged rabble, 
mounted ou yahoos or half starved ponies. It was promised tbat the rest 
sbo11ld follow, and the details were made np by 100 of Captain Cbristie's 
horse. Hadjee Khan Kakur was extremely desirous that the high road 
shouhl be pursued as far as Meidan, ia order, as he pretended, t,. take np 
the track of their quarry i and it was not till Capt. Ou.tram had repeatedly 
urged the impossibility of ever succeeding in this 1nanner in the pursuit, 
seeing that Dost llahomed was alreadf 24 1uiles a ... head of them, that the 
line of march was changed. It was with great dilHculty tl1at guides were 
ultimately procured to enable them to 1nake a .short cut across the hills, so 
as to intersect the path of tbe Aruecr, about. three miles from l\.Icidan, 'fho 
first night t11e party marched thirty mile!!, leaving Gada1 a small villago 
situated in a coofined but fertile valley, about 'I A. M, Several baits had been 
ma.do to admit of the A:ffghans closing upt but not more than 100 of tbe 
1600 awantiag hail nta.de their appearance. Tho.sa who dropped io in t.he 
course of the day gave evidetrce, from the plunder witb which they had en. 
enn1bered themselves, of the cause of their delay. The !larch was renewed 
in the evening; the road 'Y'las precipitous and bad ; at the end of ten miles 
they bivouacked till ooe in t11e morning, when the moon having risen they 
proceeded on afresh till 7 A. M. Barely 50 of the All'ghano kept up with 
them, the reat a;traggled in in the courae of the day. Information w&a here 
received that Dost !\.fa.homed was at the village of You1 t, one march a-head. 
HacJjee Khan Kakur, who had hitberto proceeded with the greatest relu.ct
a11ce1 became urgeut for a halt tBI reinforcements could be sent f(>r, He 
declared that the Amoor bad 2000 followers, and was much too atrong for 
the present. force to attack him with any hope of success. CapL Outram 
having insisted on proceeding, the followers of tbe Hadjee wero mus-

88. \Ve ha.ve ta.ken the whole narrative of the pursuit of Dost .Mahomod 
trom Major 0Q.traJl\'i. Boili:h Note•, whieh wo havo given a good deal 
aJ>rjdg•d· 
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teret.1, and were found to amount to 700 in alt,-t~ss tl1an one ha1f 
of them beiog suitably mounted, Before they l1ad advanced four miles 
MD the evening's 1narch the guides were reported to have 1leserted; in a 
dark eight, amongst abrupt pr~cipieei and interminable ravine~, it was in 
vain to attempt to Inove wiLhou.t c1>nJuetors, so a. halt was made till day
break, and Yourt was, ia eouaeqnence, not attained till the 1norninc of tho 
following d~y, the 6tb. Few of the Ail'ghan.s were uow forthcoming, and 
no indueen1ent whatever could pre1llil on tha Hadjee to advance sixteen 
miles further to lluzar1 where there was positive intelligence of Dost 
~Iabomed'11 pre!icnce i he promised most solemnly, however, to proceed in 
the e\•ening, .and this afforded some hope of their being able to beat up the 
Ameer's quarters during the night. Next evening he fell back on his olJ 
resolution: nothing would Snduce him to move that night, but he promised 
to make a. rorced 1natch of double the distance next morning. 

It 'vas most singular that iu arranging this most important ex:peditiou, 
the whole authority was intru&ted to lladjett l{han l{akur; the European 
officers were vested with no power save over their own 1neo, and Capt. 
Outram's only instruetionis were, that he shoulJ. act along with the Aft' .. 
ghans., and see-0nd them if ne~sary I All accounb agreed that the D'Jst 
was aecoinpanied by at le:r.st 20UO follower11, but their progress waa retarJod 
by tl1e sickness of one 1>f the Jnung princes : this great.ly inerca1ed tbo 
chance of snccess in the pursuit, and H adjee l{han was inrormed t11at, in 
the event of his hanging back on the morrow, the party would proceed 
without him or his assistauee. It rained and hailed violeutly over night1 

antl our people had for the two preeeding days bad notbiog to eat but a little 
unripe parched corn. On the 7th they 1narehed at Jaybreak1 and, oo 
arriving at Huzar, found traccs·of the Ameer's camp of yesterday; they 
learned that be had that morning encamped at Ka.Hoo, without apparently 
being in any hurry to depart. They reached the place at d1rce p. M., bu& 
found tbe Dost gone so many l1ours bcfOre that he mu.st have surmonnted 
the Kalloo Pass, tho highest in the Hindoo J{oosh. E'fery oae of t11e 
Atl'gbao.s hacl now fallen behiod, an(l the little sepoy baad had been nine 
}lours in the saddle; their horses were knocked up; they were 121000 feet 
above the level of the sea1 and saw snow 1300 feet below the1n. In the 
evening they obtained a silanty meal of flour. On the moraiog of the Sth 
tbey wc::re joined by Captains Trevor and Taylor with 30 troopers. In the 
course of the day they surmounted the Pass called the Camel's Baek, 
t.5,000 feet high, nearly tbo altitude of the sumn1il of llilouot Bl11DC. 
Hadjee Kha.n th'ly now found to be totally untrustworthy: a. council of war 
waa held, when it was resoh1ed that on the A1neer turning to oppose us in 
the event of h~ being ne1.t Jay overtaken, of which no doubt was enter-
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taiaed, tba.t the thirteen Britisl1 officers sbould cl1arge in the centre or the 
b:1nd

1 
every one directing his individual efforts :i.gainst the person of Dost 

:!la.homed J{ban, whose fall in this way must be nert to certain. It was 
e"Vident that all the Atfghans on both sides would torn against them, unless 
tl1ey were immediately suecessful, aod this plan appeared to afford the only 
el1ance of escape to those who might survive. It was an object of para· 
mount importance to effect the destruction of the Ameer ratlier than. permit 
his escape. (89) 

Oa reacbing Ba1neea.n, on the morning of the 9th, tha intelligence of the 
Dost's escape, which had previously been received, was fully coofirmed. 
He had push~ abea<l by long forced marcl,es, and was, by this time, on 
the extreme verge of the f:bah's territory, and close upon the confines of 
t11at of the lVullee of Khooloom, wbo had always been a friend of tho 
Barukzyes; it would, under these circumstances, and in tho utterly ex· 
ha\lsteJ state of their }1orses~ have been madness to proeeed, and it was 
rerol.,.ed to halt until they were so far rcfresheod as to be able to return to 
Cahool. The:t arrived at the capita! on the 19tb. liadjee Khan J(akur 
was immediately arrested 1-abuadant evidence of his treasonable intentions 
having now made their appearance. This wretch lvas ol"iginally a melon .. 
vendor. He deserted Dost l\:Iahomed ](han to joia tl1e Candal1ar Sirdars, 
and, having betrayed them and joined the Shah Soojah, forced t11em to 
quit their country withont a blow. For this be was ennobled with the 
Litle of H Nusseer-ood-Dowlah,"-or Sword of the State,-and received 
territory valued at £30,000 a·yea.r. It now appeared that he had leagued 
himself to flgbt against the King in the event of any change of fortune 
arnvu1g. He has been since detained a state prisoner at Chunar,-as 
deeply dyed a traitor as ever betrayed an en1pirc. 

Returning to the movements of Sir john Keanc'jj army: simultaneously 
with the despatch of the party towards llameeaa, Major Cuerton~ with ~00 
of H. J\.i.'s 16th Lancers, was sent forward to take possession of the guns 
left at Arghundee. They were all of brass, and amollnted to 28 in number:, 
of various calibres, generally from 6 to 9 pounders. Many of them were 
double-shotted, and ''ould, in all likelihood, have been as injurious, if fired, 
to the army to which they belonged, as to that agaiost which they were 
directed. They were badly mounted, difficult to work, and their car
riages liable to damage or destructjon from comparatively trivial accidents. 
They were unsk.ilfully placed, and an army situated where the guns bad 
been planted could very easily have been atta.eked in flank from (90) the 

80. Captain Outram'11 Rough Notea, ue '"pra. 
90· Dr. Kennedy. 
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high grounds, 1vitl1in ca.sy range of tllem. A deep ravine would have 
carried our light companies safely into the midtit or them before they sus~· 
pected <l<1nger. Yet there was much strong ground eminently favourable 
for military dispositions in the neighbourhood, 'vhere~ had they known 
how to make use of it, & very formidable resistance, even with tlieir troops) 
might have been maiatained. (91) .A. large quantity of powrler a.nd shot, 
with tumbrils, ammunition .. waggon~ and gun-OuUocks, were also cap
tured. IIe was directed to push forlvard his reconna1sance as far as the 
waUs of' tl10 city. The army oontinuctl its march without interruption, and 
on the eveniug of the 6th encamped un<ler the walls of Cabool. On the 
evenh1g of the 7th, Elis ~lajesty proposed to proceed in state from Na.nu~ 
thee to t11e Bala Hlssa:ta 

At 4 in the afternoon, when the heat of t.he tlay had been succeeded by 
one of those- n1il<l and beautiful evenings which characterise the autumnal 
climate of the cooler latitudes or altitudes, the Shah Soojah, accompanied 
by the Envoy a.nd l\linistcr, the Comn1anderainaChief, aotl the general 
officers of the army; Sir Alex. llurnei; and other officer<J of the missioa ; 
the staft'> and a vast number of other officer3 i left tbe camp to proceed1 
lvith much pomp~ into -the eily of Cabool. (9~) Tbey had about three 
1niles to march. The es:cort of His l\1ajesty consisted of ll squadron of the 
4th Light Dragoons. and o-ne of the 16th Lancers, with Captain ~:iartia's 
Troop of Bombay Horse Artillery. 1'hey were paraded in revieworderin 
front of the lines, and on the road leading to the city. A royal salute was 
fired as the Shah approached the e~eort; a.nd the ca1alry having saluted 
him as be- passed, fell ioto the rear of the proccssioP. 

The royal reception l\'AS respectful but cold j the people were orderly: 
curiosity brought them in thou5ands to witness the spectacle, and a feeling 
of decorum seems to have pro1npted them to pay distant respect to the 
king. The chiefs were absent~ there was no enthusiasm, and not even 
tbat clamorous exultation which a crowded populace commonly display on 
the firat fall of one who l1as kept thcni in order, or in the maoifestatiou of 
any important ehange in the order of tl1ings. The king led the way into 
the palace : he wept as he witnessed the diltt.pidation the neglect of thirty 
years had occasioned. (93) The cavalcade returned al a late hour in Lhe 
evening to camp, fioding son1e difficulty in making their way past the bag· 
gage of the Shah, ther. pas.sing through the narrow street!'. For tile next 
three weeks no event of any 1nome-nt occurred to the army. Capt. Outraru 

91 • Ma.jor Havelook. 
92. Mnlor Bough. Copied w,.bati1n. 
93. Ma.JOT Hough, uf Bl.lp,, p. 252. 
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and his party returned on the 19th August from the fruitless pursuit of 
Do:St l\Iahomed1 and on tl10 3d September the Sh.a.bzada Timour .and 
Colonel )Vade) with betwixt ten and ele\·en thousand men under their com
mand, arrived from Peshawut by tl1e ]{hybcr Pass, J ellalabad, and Khoord 
Cabool. These things have bten already mentioned. Or the events which 
occurred on the march from Ghuznie we should have noticed the death 
of Lieut.~Colonel IIerring: ho 'vas following the grand army in c1iarge of 
lreasure from Candahar, when he with two other officers had imprudently 
gone out so1ne way from camp unattended, and been murdered by the 
rohben by whotn the who1e country seemed infested, who hung upon 
the skirts of our army. He was a gallant and e:cperienced officer, and his 
de-ath was deeply ?a1nented. Lieutenant lnverarity had in like manner 
fallen a victim to a similar imprudecce during the halt at Caodahar in 
:May. 

On the 17th September a magnificent state durbar was held at the palace 
for tlle purpose of conferring the badges of the Dooraonce order on eertaio 
of the most distinguished officers of the arniy. 

''In a court-yard of about a hundred yard.s square [says Dr. Kennedy 
(94)] a ruia.ous and neglected garden, and surronnded by ruinous build· 
jogs of the old palact~ in which a dozen or t'vo of brickla.ye~ and plas
terers were at -wotk repairing the dilapidation and negleaL of the pa.st thirty 
years, and who never stopped their work to look at us, sat the old King 
alone in his glory ; his throne being ooe of our old camp-cl1airs, value, 
when new, some four or five rupees at tbe utmost; behind it .stood two old 
fat eunuchs, each holding a disl1 in hi.s 1land : and up to thi& extraordinary 
dumb show we marcbedt aud were all ranged behind and on the right of the 
C<lmp·ehair with tbe J{iog in it. 

u. '\Vhen all was ready,--a.nd it took less time than I could ha.Te sup
posed,-Sir J oho Keane stepped before the said ca1np~chair with the King 
jn it, and gravely dropped on his kuees before the Douranee Emperor. 
One of the fat eunuchs waddled fo the front, and uncovered his dish, in 
which was the decoration and ribbon of • the ord~r of the Douranee 
empire.' 'fbe Emperor with great dilfi<lulty stu{•k it on~ anJ, Sir John's 
eo.;it being rather too tigl1t, it cost him sorne effort to wriggle into the 
ribbon: but the aaoru in time becomes au oak, aud Sir JQhn was at last 
adorned, cap-a· pie, a Knight Grand Cross -0f the Dou.r3nee empire. 

l' The decoration reqnired eloqaence i and Sir John, standi11g before tllo 
Emperor~ delivered l1imself of a speech, in which there was a great deal 
about 1 hurling a usurper front the tl;:rooe/-at which rny uncle 1'oby might 
perl1aps ha~·e whistled his lillibullero. 

94. Can1paig11 of the Army of tlle Indus, vol, ii. p.112. 
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1
" But as the Emperor of the Douranee empire did not understand 

Englisb, the Chief's Peraia.n interpreter, Major Powell, stepped to the 
front to interpret. Poor man I he was 4 not accustomed to speak in public,' 
and made but a bad job of it; and the Emperor, who seemed to wish the 
who1e aff'air O"ferJ broke into the midst of' the interpretation with his own 
observations complimentary to the British General, the British Army, and 
the British Goveromeot. Burnes, for some reason best known to himself, 
wished the wholo interpretation to be fairly and fully driven into aud 
through the imperial eariJ1 and whispered ' Deegurus.t, ' " There is more of 
it; 1 which silenced the Emperor, and Major Powell went on: but, making 
a pause to take breath, bis Imperial l\Iajesty bega.n again and was again 
silenced: a third pause, a.od again b.ta Imperial l.\lajesty commenced; and 
by tba.t time Buroes seemed tired too, and the Emperor had it all his own 
way, and all the lalk to himself for the ml of the ceremonial. J.l.lr. 
1\-l'Naughteu and Sir ,V, Cottou were next invested i and Sir A. Burnes 
and Sir n.'lartin Wade were told tllai they were created Knights Grand 
Crosses too, but that the goldsmith had not be•o able 'o make the decora
tions in time for them, but tl1ey might rely on reaei'fing them in aa t.hort a 
time as he could compass it. Lord Auckland was de<ilared a Knight Grand 
Cross alao; how Colonel Pottinger escaped "Cao be only explained by the 
wonderful good fortune that bas atteoJed tb&t gentleman through life. 

" The Grand Cro&se& being created, the Knights Cemmanders and Com· 
panions were to be invested. but the decorations had not been made i and 
it was clear that if there was to be a kneeling and a tow-tow for each, 
there would be oo end of it: so an oftieer in a Bengal Cavalry uniform, 
holding a paper in his hand., shouted out the names of the 'men whom tha 
King delighted to honour;' and we1 the <;i polloi1 being all drawn up on 
the right of the King, the parti-es so named stepped forth in succession, 
andt crossing in front, bowed to the King, and ranged upon the left The 
olficer, who thus enacted the Grand Marc:sehal of the palace, read with a 
clear good voicet and deserved to have been a Grand Cross hims.elf, if bis 
taste lay that wa,), for the 6.oe foeJing he showed wheP1 in reading the 
original list, he panted on the names of Brigadler Arnold and Colonel 
Herring, and, reading them with a subdued tone, added ' deeea&ed.; aa~ 
passed oa to the next in order. This honoutablo tribu.te to the dead was 
the only ineident in the whole affair that seemed worth recording for any• 
thing but its extreme absurdity. 

'
1 The decoration of the order is a J1falto&e cross, a bad iodtat.ion of the 

Guelphic order of HanoYcr; and it was the more absurd to give a Chris
tian's moat sacred religious badge a.s an honour supposed to be conferreJ 
by the most bigoted petty Mabomedan government in tl1e world; because 
lbe arabesque star of six points, which forms the ornament of the hi:storic 
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gates of Lhe tomb of ~lahomed of Ghnznee,. would have been so peenUa.r 
and appropriate an emblem of a Douranee institution. The ribbon1 • party 
per pale vert and gulest' is in good taste; and when manufactured in 
England, will no doubt be very ornamental. 

•• 'Vben the list was read out1 and all was over, there rou the cry of tho 
dlaappointed; and I saw Sir John Keane much ex.cited, and apparently in 
a bewilderment and amaze at the storm that threatened. The rule for the 
.eeleolion ha.d been1 that the brigadiers and heads of departments were to 
he Knights Commanders; and all field officers, and sundry l1ead-quarter 
favourites, Companions. The clahnanU who now started forth were d1e 
:field-officers by brevet : there were only four or five; and these of course 
from the simple fa~t of their brevet1 were the oldest officers of tbeil' class, 
and much senior to many who were preferred before them~ One of tbem 
had .served nearl1 forty years in India, and "Wi15 old enough to have been 
the f11ther of half the new .. m.ade knights : he is said to be writing a history 
of tbe campaign, and will no doubt make known his grievance. No satis• 
factory reason was as.signed for their being omitted ; had they been too 
numerous, it would have been otherwiae, but they were not so.''-Kennddy, 
•• 1. ii., pp. 113-118. 

On the J4th of September, before the ~eparation of the Forces of the t"o 
Presidencies of Bengal and Bombay, a General Order was issued, of which 
the following is an extract:-

''Sir John Keane eannot omh this opportunit1 of as!iurlug the Troopg or both 
Preaidenciea, that it will be a proud l"etleetion to him throughout hb af1er life, to 
have had the hDnour of commanding Troop& of sueh high character and bearing, 
aod who have surmounted difficulties of all kinds without a murmur, but on the 
oontrary11 a cheerfulness which dotts them honor, and which marks their high disci• 
p1ine and good feeling: lhese qualitiesJ combined with gallantry, tbey gaTe the ene
my a Bignal proof or, on the memorable da7 when their stronghold Ghuzo.ee tell. 

u The conduct of the Tcoops h•s been no less marked by their gallantry and high 
bearing on tbat occadoo, tbau it has aU along bJ the eordial good feeling which has 
1ubsiated bel1reen the combined forces of' Dengal and Bombay throughout t.bis &er .. 
l'iee, and to which it will he the plelllling duty of Sir Jobn Keane to eall the atten .. 
tion oftbe Right Honorable Lotd .A.ucklaud,. t.he Governor .. Genetal; and he is eon· 
'fit1ced it will be equall1 gratifying to his Lordsllip lo learn it, as it is to him to re .. 
port it. 

~' His Majeaty Shah Shoojah.ool. l\'loo1k has requeeted Sir J obn Keane to signift 
to the Troops tha& His l\l~jesty has, ia token of hia gratitude, de~mined on con• 
ferriogthe decors.tion Qf the Order of the Dooraon~e Empire on certain Officer., and 
10 present. eYery Officer and Soldier present. at Ghuznee 011 the 2Sd July lasl, wit b 
a medal. That his Majesty has further addresnid a letter through the Right Ho .. 
uorable the Governor-Gtneral of India, to our moat graeious Sovereign Queen 
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Victoria, reque1ting that H•r Majesty may be graciously plealed to~rmi& the Offi
cers and Soldiets to wear these mark1 otdhtil'.lction.~'(95} 

n,. order, &c. 
(Signed) R. :M.u:rooNALt>, Lieut, Colonel, 

Mlly. Seoy. and Depy. Adjt. Genl. H. M.'e Forces, Bombay. 

On the l8tl1 September the Bombayeolumn quitttd CabooJ; they retraced 
their steps by Che reute over which tbe·y had advanced as far as Ghuznie : 
thence crossing the Toba. mountains, they made a short cut on Quetta, 
evading the detour by C.andahar, and punnling a line oi march to Quettah 
entirely new to tbem. From Quettah part of the force proceeded to Kelat, 
whieh they captured.. But this will form a part of our narrative to which 
we must return after tracing the progress of the Bengal troops to Feroze .. 
pore. Towards the begiooiog of October, the aifairs to the northward of 
the Hindoo Koosh began to wear an aspect so alarming as to occasion 
serious apprebension15 to the authorities 8.t Cabool. Dost Mahomcd ap .. 
pea.red to have so firmly e$tablished himaelr in the favour of the Chief of 
Koondooz, and to have obtained such entire command of the resource• 
of the eountry, that the Envoy and Minister, at the suggestion of Dr 
Lord, had at one time resolved to e:1tablish, even at that late season of the 
year, a brigade near Sygban. From this ill-considered measnre he was 
dii!SUaded by Sir John Keane. The troops sent out could have had no time 
to construet for themselves sufficient cantonments before the setting in of 
winter; and would, even if they had, have been cut off from all commuui .. 
cation with the army at Cabool~ and exposed single-handed, and without 
ammunition, provisions, line of operations> or meau or resistance, to the 
attack.a of all the forces of independent T.artary, which, as .subsequently 
shown, could easily musler to the er.tent of 121000 men. (96) Tbi11 was 
a bud of the fatal system which afterwards spread abroad, and proved fatal 
to us. The Bengal troops remained for nearly a ml)oth after the departure 
of the Bombay column-as late, in fact,. as the season would pertnit. 
Head-quarters> nnder Lord Keane, marched on the 15th October, aod tb& 
rema.ioder followed with as little delay as possiblc,-a.nd the whole of those 
who proposed returning for the present to India had left before the 20th 
The cold was severe in the pass-ice was found upoo the roadF, and the 
bodies or dead camels and horses lay frozen all around, and the horsernen•s 
cloaks which chanced in the morning to be splashed with water in crossing 
the stream, were immediately decorated with a border of ice. (97) Hyd-er 

95. These 1\-leda.ls have siac~ been presented to the Ollicers and Soldiers in 
the name of the Government of ludia. 

96. Major Haveloek, vol. ii., p. 171. 
97. Major llavelook, vol. ii, p. 176. 
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Kl1an1 gDvernor of Olluzni.-2 and Hadjee Khan J{akur1 .accompanied the 
force, 'Ve lhaJl not at present attempt a description of this tremendous 
cbain of defiles, or the savage predatory tribes wbich inhabit them, which 
occupy nearly the whole space betwixt Cabool and Peshawur,. a stretch of 
200 miles. We shall, io the last chapters of our narrative-those \vl1icb 
record tbe melancholy loss of 132000 men in the pass io January 1842, 
i&nd in that which describes the victori1us advance of General Pollock on his 
missioa of 1engea.ace eight months afterwa.rds,-require to go 01er every 
part of the ground wl1ich Lord Keane with bi& retiring force traversed with
out annoyance or impedhnen~. (t ia enough at present to mention, that 
the army which left the capital on tile ISth October reached Peshawur on 
the Sth November. They had not been attaeked or molested io any way, 
except the rea.r di1ision on the Jast day's march in the. Khyber pas~, wheu 
two officers 'vere wounded, several u~eo. kiHed and wouuded, and many 
camels wi1h their loads taken by t11e tribes that aflerwardi gave so much 
trouble i nor experienced greater difficulty than might lia.ve been anticipated 
in traversing iUcb wild and sterile regions. From Pesh&wur the route Jay 
lbrough the friendly territory of the S€likh ruler: the di$otaoce is 350 mileF, 
wl1ich was traveried without ioeonven1ence or obstruction, our troops 
reaching the frontier station of Ferozepore on the Sutlt-j on New ... yea.r's 
day 1840. 

A deputatiuo from the blahars.jal1 Kurruck Sing _met Sir John Kf'ane 
at Attock, on cto&sl.ng by t11e bridge of boats over the- Iodus after ils 
junction with the Cabool River at that place, to invite Hi.s Excellency to 
\'isit the Coor~ of Lahore. At the l1ead of the deputation was Lena. Sing, 
a young and handsome Sirdar of great wealtli, with an escort of 2000 men 
well mounted and appointed, wba continu(!d with the Command(r ... in-Cbief 
during his whole journey afterwards tlirougil. the Punjaub unLil lie Toe<tehe:i 
Ferozcpore. LeDa Sing is one of the \'"ery few meu of high rank (or indeed of 
any raok} iu his country given to litera.l'y and scieoti.fic pursuits. lie is 
particularly fond of Astronomy, and not a day passed without his asking 
questions, and taking iustruetion.s rrom 1\-lajor Tbomson anti the otl1er l~ngi~ 
ncer officers. He was presented with a Sextant, which pleased him rnuch, 
and a set of instruments and telescopes were ordered out f<r him from Eng
laod. 

Sir Jolin ICeane with all his personal Staff a.nd the Staff ot the Bengal 
force> made the detour to Lahore, while the Army continued to move by 
t11e direet route througli the country, where he arrh·ed OD Christmas 
day, taking with him as hia Escort-Her I\.lajesty's I 6t11 Lancers, a Troop 
of Bengal Horse Artillery, and bis Infantry Esoort of the Bombay 19ll1 N. 
I .. His reeeption was most cordial, and attended with a degree of splendour 
which t"annot be rivalled by any othfr Eastern Court in the prfsent day. 
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All the usual eerenlonies were gone through, and a display ma.de of Jeweli., 
Cashmeer1, Cloth of Gold, &e. &e., that !!lurpril!ed all who had seen it for 
the first time. Sir Jobn l{eane 'Vt'as unfortunately so unwell at time111, as 
not to be able to a.ttend all the ceremoniesr and by the approval of the Ma .. 
harajah he was on those occasions represented by Colonel ~fa.edonald; The 
moet imposing of all the ceremonies was a review of 45>000 ment with 152 
pieces ofea.nnon, drawn up in one continued line, under the command of 
the Heir apparent to the throne, Nao Nehal Sing, a high-ipirited youth of 
about 20 years ofa.geJ who afterwards lost his life by the falling of a beam, 
at one of the gateways, on the day of )1is father's runeral, when he was to sue .. 
eeed as sovereign of the Pttnjaub. The conrtiers1 Generals and others,. as 
well as the whole of the StalfOfficers of the British Force, were mounted on 
Elephants, anfl mostly seated in gold and silver Ilowdaht11, (98) to afford 
them a better vjew of' the troops from their elevated seats, tba!l tbty could 
command on their chargers. Th.a fine appearaoce of t11e troops, aad their 
appointments, surprised the British Officers. The arms. euil!'&sses aad 
clothing were all ol' French manufacture. The late Rnajcet Siug had giteQ 
a ea.rte b)anche to t\Vo of Napoleon's officers of distinction, Allard and 
Ventura, Generals in the Mah.a.r.aj;~h·s service, to procure in }"'ranee all that 
they considered requisite for the equipment anti respeeta.bility of His Ili:l•
ness's Army. There were besides in his service, of the Napoleon school, 
Generals Court. and Avita.bile (the latter a most intelligent energetic DJau,. 
who has :since proved hiruself so useful a.nJ. such a staach friend lo t.he Bri• 
Hih as Governor of the Province of Peshawur,) together with many other 
French, German and Ila.Han officers of inferior grade; and the dri11 and db~ 
cipline was entirely }"'rench. The Cuiraseiers and Artillery were particu .. 
larl1 well horsed and appointed, and all l1ad t11e appearance of soldiers; it is 
belie"ted that if it came to blows, they would make but a poor stand agains_t 
a British Force. 

On the 7th January Sir John Keane and his staff left tht1m for Bombay) 
and the various regiments were dispersed amongst their respective canton .. 
mPnts. Since the 8th Novem!>er 18.38, the Bengal column had traversed 
a space of !.070 miles, the longest continuous march ever .aooornplished 
by an Indian army. (99) 

'Vo muat :now return to the movements of the Bombay column, and 
follow them through thJs important episode, detailing the Qper.i.tions again~t 
Kelat, out of which one of the tnost. si11g11Jar passage! in Lbe history of our 
policy in the East so spt1edily a.rose, " It was a strange feeling in retracing 
our steps," says Dr Kennedy ( 100), t4 to compare the numerous recollec-

98 • .A Howdah resembles 1he body of a Gigot or very largo Rl'rn, chair. 
99. 1'-lajor Hough, p. 362. 

100. Vol. ii. p. 121. History of the Campaign of the Army of the Indus. 



126 

tion! ef our journey on the advance-, with its doubts and uncertaintie!!, 
and the thousa.ud wild rumours which were every day afloat, in contrast to 
the solution of all diftlcnlties and the termination of' all danger, on the 
homeward march of the army.'' 

Capt. Outram app-ears on most occasions to have been the officer in .alt 
the army sought out when any enterprize of especial hazard, or where 
unusual dispatch or dariog was required, whose services were put in requi· 
sition. The Envoy having applied to Rave him placed in political employ· 
ment,-on tbe 7th Sept.1 a week before the march of the Bombay column, 
he was sent out to depose, and, if possible, to arrest the refra.ctory Ghilzie 
chiefs, :a.Iehta l\fool!sa Khan, Abdool Rehman l{han 1 Ghool Maham.ed 
Khan, a11d the l\l11ma., a Chief so named from his beh1g the uncl~ of the 
Candabar Sirdars, (101) and to establish the newly appointed Gbilzie 
Governors, Meer Allum Khan, Zeman I\.han, and Khulleel Khan ;-to 
punish the inhabitants of 1'-laroof, who, in !\'fay last, wantonly destroyed a 
caravan proceeding from IIintlo&tan to Candabar ;-and la$tly, to reduce 
the forts of Hadjee Khan l{akur, should they still be held by his adherents. 
The murder of Colonel llerring was reported just at he was about to 
•tart; he was directed if possible to search out and punish tl1e perpetra..tor11 
of tha.t .a.troeit). The force placed under his charge consisted of a wit1g of 
the Shah's lst Cavalry and Goorkah Battalion, Capt. Abbofs Battery of 9 
pounders froro Cllbool, a reinforcement from Capt. ~lacan?s Regiment of 
Shah's, Infantry at Candahar, half of the Shah's 2.d Regiment of Cavalry, 
and a brigade of Horse Artillery. In con.sideration of 1he difficulty of 
obtaining forage 8-Dd preventing plund~r with so large a number, the 
regular force was, at the especial request of Capt. Outr.1u:a 1 reduced to 500 
men. A thousand Affghan cavalry, under Nahomed Oosman !{ban, an 
uncle of the King, led in parties by 20 .Affgban Chiefs. were to be added. 
After the experience of the trust to be reposed in the Affghans, which had 
been supplied from the time we reached Quettah, and especially after the 
conduct of IIadjee Khan Kakur and hls people, it seems singular that the. 
system of pressing them into .;i. $ervice in which they seemed determined 
only to impede or thwart oar aims, should ha.l'e been persisted in, when we 
had troops of our own in the country suffie:ieot for the discharge of all the 
duty desired to be performed. It iB irnpo$sible to conceive what good end 
could ha.ve bei!n purposed to be served by it, unless to delude the people at 
a distance into the belief tha.t the Shah wu subduing and quieting the 
country by the help of his own subjects ; a more thorough delusioo, or one 
more 2ealously slriven after, could not be imagined. The Affgha.n auxili-

101. Outram';t Rough NQtes~ p. 123. We ba.ve copied the instructions "~"' 
baeim. 
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a.ries could not be got ready, and Capt. Outram m.arehed without thettt 4 

His .P.lajestyt though unable to make his faithful subjects accompany the 
expedition, promised to drive them after it, 8nd, in three days after it was 
gone, l~e succeeded in driving a part of them from Cabool; they joined on 
the 7th day of the march. On the evening of the l4tb, Meer Allum Khan 
succeeded in capturing some of the ba.nditti connected with the murder of 
Colonel Herring. On the 20tb, Buxee Khan was captured. The following 
day, Capt. Outram's party were reinforced by a wing of the lGtb N. l. 
under l\lajor &1 'Larent and they arrited at daybreak at a deep dell occupied 
by the gang of which they were in qu.eat. Our people managed completely 
to surround the marauders; they fought desperately, and maintained tbeit 
position until tl1eir ammunition was exhausted, wl1en they were induced to 
throw down their a.rms, after 16 of the most desparate of their body had 
been killed, and '11 wounded. We lost three sepoys, and had two European 
aqd two Native oiBcers wounded. Not a s,oul eieaped; 112 prisoners, with 
a similar number of camels1 fell into our bands, The Compa.u;y'1 mark on 
the bead of tbo animals 1howed that they had been acquired by pluodar, 
Forty .. s;x of the most ferocious of the robbers were selected, and despatched 
to Cabool for exeentioi:i. Capt. Outram's party were now moving on t1. Uno 
nearly parallel with that or the Bombay column, which had left Gbuzuie 
on the 29tb Sept., {102) under a temperature which at night sunk to 84 
deg., i.nd were now only tbree marches to their right.. They were io eon• 
ataDt intercourse with Sir T. Willshire, who supplied them vith whatever 
r&oforcem.ei:its were necessary. 011 the lst Oct., the detachment of the 
Shah•a lst Cavalry, under Lieut. M'Keozie, wa.s ordered to return to 
C;ibool-three weeks of sueh severe marching as that required amongst the 
Ghilzie mountains, ha'i''iog knocked up all the horses. Oa the 3d the 
Poonah Auxili&ry Horse, under Captain Kejth Erskine, arrived in camp ; 
the 11ext nigbt they made up with a couple of nine.pounders, e'Scorted by a 
wing of the Bombay 19th N. I., sent out to meet them from Ghuznie by 
previous agreement. Ou the .5th, Capt. Outram marched his little band 4g 
miJes in the oourse of 24 hours. The following day he surprised in his fort 
the principal Ghilzie chief Abdool Rehman Khan. The father of thts man, 
when disputing the empil'iJ wi.th Sb.ah Zeman, besieged Cabool 'vith 50,000 
horse and foot. Abdool Rehman 1eemed to have had uo iotentiou to fly~ 
He had, just before the arrival of our troops, .seut of' hi111 women and pro
perty: he }Jimself, with eigbty chosen horsemen, remained within hia bold. 
It was a well·constructed fort, with a wet ditch and Jony citadel, before 
which in former days the Sh•b Soojah had twiee been foiled and forced to 

102. Dr, Kennedy,. &c.,. vol. ii.,. p. 122. 
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~eturu. Capt. Outram bad resolTed ta d~fer the capture of the place till the 
fbllowing evening, that the cavalry might b"i! suffieiently rested to be .able 
immediately thereafter to make a dash upon tbe other chiefs, whose stroog ... 
holds were only a.bout a forced march off. Major ~l"'Lareo had tbe fort 
surrounded by 500 cavalry, besides two companies of the 16th Beogal N. I. 
stationed under co\'er within 200 yards of the gate. Near midnight, how· 
ever, Abdool and bis party suddenly rushed out on horseback through our 
piqUets) a.nd dispersing in aU directions, managed to escape in the dark. 
He had remained to the la.ill in his fort under the expectation of being joined 
by a nelghbo11ring chief, who was to have attacked our rear with 1000 
horse. Tbis man had oeen brought oYer to our interests) and had come into 
our camp the previous evening before sunset, leaving no choice to Abdool 
Rehman but to attempt the flight thus boldly and successfully effected. 
Tbe fort was completely destroyed, having been mined and blown up by us 
after its evacuation. On the evening of tbe Sth, Captain Outram rode into 
Gen. '\Vlllsh.ire's: camp, attended by no more tbao a couple of Ghilzie fol
lowers, though the distance was 20 wiles. 'Ihese operations against the 
Gbilzie.s were continued. with the utmost enterprise and spirit, and with no 
inconsiderable success, till the troops reaehed Quettah on the 3lst October. 
Capta.in Outram had latterly occasionally accompanied the Bombay column, · 
sometimes moved parallel with It~ and occasionally crossed its path in al] 
dlrections:. The season of extreme eold waa no-w approaching; the country 
was to the last degree barren and inhospitable. On the 18th October, on 
reaching the summit of the Toba mounta.inei, the thermometer at daybreak 
stood at 19 deg.-13 degrees below·freezing. The engineer officer in charge 
(Captain Peat) stated th;.t it on!y required the difficulties of the country 
to. be a fraction of a fraction greater than they were1 when the roads would 
have become impa!sable. On the 29th they regained the line of their 
original advance at Hyderz:ye} and found themselves plentifully supplied 
with provisions, sent out on purpose by Captain Bean from Quettah ; the 
fort was attained in safety the s.econd day after. 

Before the Bombay column quitted Cabool it had been determined tM.t 
.Mehrab Khan shonld be deposed, and a Temote relative, Nowa2; Khnn, a 
Cutchee chief, placed in a.uthority at Kclat. The conduct of the Beloo .. 
f:bee chief has been pretty fully treated of in the preliminary cba.pter 
and earlier portion of the present narrative. Finding that all the obstruc
tions which be had endeavoured to throw in our way, and the numberless 
annoyances he had occasioned us, bad failed to retard us on the path of 
victory, ot to prevent the restoration of the Shah Shoojah: he no sooner 
found the SuJ.dozye power supreme, and the Ildtish army UkeJy to maintain 
itself in Atfghanistan, than he seot in all sorts of prof.essions of loyalty and 
devo!ion towards the kin(!', and friendship for hi• alli••· On General Will. 
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shire's arrival at Quettaht he received a letter writt.Jn in tbe same unblush
ing style as those addressed to the envoy and minister, in which be 
declared himself 1he faithful subject of the Shah Shoojah, and devoted 'l.lly 
of the British government, (l03) and entreating that he wou)d iuterfere lo 
prevent the hostile measures which Captain Bean, the political agent for 
Shawl~ had meJitated, from lHiing put in execution against him i conclud
iug by stating, that if attacked he would defend himself to the last. The 
nature of our information as to tbe state of aftairs at Kelat appears to have 
been alrnost inconceivably im~:rfect. The roost fitting time for a move .. 
mcnt aga.iast it. would probably have been the month of August~ when 
General Nott, left at Quettah to keep the Beloochees in el11~ck, had a force 
under his charge abundantly powerful for the purpose, especially as the 
intelligence of the fall or Ghuz.nie had at that time astonislied and stunned 
tbe whole of Affgbanistan. It was afterwards said that Captain Bean had 
requested Goeneral Nott to undertake the adventure with a sjngle native 
regimeat and a eompauy of artillery. He was bclie,·ed lo have beeu pre
vented from t11is by a point of military etiquett~ on rceeiving a cory of 
General \Villshire's instructions. 1\-latters being no\T fu11y arranged, Bri
gadier Baumgardt "'as di~patchell OD the 3d Nov. with 11. M.'a 2d and J7tb 
Foot, and the 3lst Bengal N. I. The whole of th'3 line regiments being 
weak, these mustered less tlian 1000 bayonets. (104) To the.se were added !ix 
Jighl field pieces, two of the Bomb!ly Horse and four oftbe Shah's Artillery; 
the sapper corps, and 150 irreg1Llars, the whole in the best possible order. 
General \Villshire and staff followed t11em the ensuing day. The remain .. 
ing portion of the Bombay oolnmn under Urlgadiel' Scott, eonslsting of 
the park, with the whole of the cavalry and greater part of the artillery, 
and the I 9t11 N. I., proceeded tbrougb the Bolan Pass, aod so by Datlur on 
to Suk.kur, where they arrived without obstruction or adventure on the 
29th Novewber.. Accounts of the fall of Kelat and of the advance of the 
l{usi;iana on J\.hiva, had reached tbe1n on the way, and in consequence of 
the latter event they wore directed by the political agent to halt n~ar 
lJbaug ; bu.t eholera had broken out amongst them in a part of the country 
where comforts were not proc.11rable, and acting on the reeoiomend~tiou of 
tl1e head of the medical department, Brigadier Scott moved on. Betwixt 
the 20th and 30th of November, the force, mustering short of 700 men, 
lost by this appalJiug visitation Surgeon Forbes of the l.st Bombay Cavalry, 
and Captain Ogle of H. M .+s 4th l>ragoo!ls, together with 56 European 
eolJiers· The n'atives escaped. 

To return to the operations aga.inst l\.elat, whitherward1 as above :!Stated, 

103, Dr Kennedy, vol. ii. p. 135. 
104:. Dr K.cm.nedy, vol. ii. p· l-t3, t'6rbat. 

·r 
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Gener•I \Villiihire had marched on the 4th No1imber. Until the 13th or 
tho month, when they closely approached l{elat, the column met wilh little 
opposition in their progress ; it was now that ieti>:e operations commeneed:. 
'Va Rhall draw on Capt. Ootram's rough notes for an account of tbe capture 
of the town. (105). 

• 1 l3th Nov. 1\-larched at sunrise, the Local Horse being left in charge of the 
baggagE-. About a. mile from the tmeampmt'nt we liad just left, we were met by a 
1-ody or about one hundred bor1:11~ 1 '9bo kept.aloof until tbe1 obser•ed that we had 
no Cavalry to oppose t.G tbem, whereupon they became. Uolde-r, and J:&llopiug 

close up lo tlie l1t!ad of t.he C<iluron, disebarged ihit:ir roatchlodr.s. A iia.rty or 
Light Infantry having been lhrown out ti> keep them at a distance, we continued 
uur march withou& further molestatio-n about &i:1 wiles, when, on our &ur:nounting 
" r.mall range of bills, the town and fort.Jes'& of Khelat suddt!nly burst. u.po11 our 
"i.ew. It wa11 truly an imposing sight. S&n:r:e small hilb in front were erew11ed 
whh masses of soldiers. and the towt-riug citatlel whj.cb frowned abo•e them 
~n their rear, was eoanplet~ly clustl'red ()Ver with human being1,-ladiea of the 

harem chiefly, who had asse1nbled to wicne;;s tb-e discomfh.ure of the Feriogees, 
Dnd the prowess of tbelr LorJ.:s, all of whom, with tbe &han at theit head, had 
pre•iously marel.1ed out to the heigl1ts, wlu1re tht'y a wailed us in battle array! 

'' No sooner bad tbe 11ead of the British CQh1mn &hewed iuelf, than tl1e enemy'• 
guns, of w11ich there weTe five in positi-on ow. the height!!-, opened upon it; but 

being ill directed, they were unattended with l'ffeet. In order to assemble eYery 
efficient man of his small arn.•y, Gr:oeral 'ViUsbire here bahed the troops until 
the baggage bad clost!d u~ assigning the cbatgt! o( it1 and of the sick, to the 
Local Horse. It wo.s very evideut that thl:l enemy, who greatly outatripped us 
in point ofuumbers, were fully bent upvn mischief; and our tolal 6trength amount
ing to less than one thousand bayonets, we had nothing to spare iu the contest 

tha& awaited us. Duriug tbia d~t.y two companies were seed to clear some gardens 
on our left; .and a Lody of hone threatening us from that direction 1 a few 
sbr11pnel shells were thrown amongst them, which caused them to wi\bdra.w to tbe 

fort. The cool and deterinined demeaooUT of our veteran General inspired e'Very 
onE! present with confidence of success, DOr sball I ever forget the obvious feeling 
of delight with which hill deep toned word or com1naod, ' Loost!n cartridges,' was 
:received by the soldit!r1S-evi11cing as it did, that an immediate att11ck was inteuded1 

41-nd tfat serl()US opposition might be E'J:pected. 
''Thi! following plan of assault wae then eommuuieated b1 t.he General. Under 

COT.er of the Artillery, Lhe lhree redoubts on the heights are first to be carried by 

(our ~Qmpaoiea of eaeh Regiment. 'l'wo companiei are to ad•ance through the 
gardens, on our lt!rt, and tlte remaining ten companies are lo form the reserve. 
'.fbe height~, once in our po&sessioo, would serve in a great measure to cover our 

-camp from the Artillery of the fort, and would afford us a ..sommanding position 
from which to annoy the Garri.so~. 

105. Captain Outram, pp. 141-147. 
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CJ.l'TURl: OF KllEL!'l'. 

'' All being In readiuess~ the three co,umn• of atlsck moved steadily forward 
preceded by the Artillery,. which unlimbered f!?-1 the foot of tl1e llills, and opened 

a cannonade of &bells and ~hrapnel with sUcb admin.b)I;! pr~isioo1 that die tnJsse• 
of the enemy; crowning the heights, were compe1l~d to abandon t.l1eir ptisition long 
before the Inrantry bad gained tb~ summit, Observing the enemy endeavouring 

to dr:11w oil'tbeir gun~ the GenPrd despatched me with order& to tl1e Clllumn of 
the Queeo•a Royals,. which was the nearest to the gate, to putsue tile fugiti,.es, 
and if possible, to enter ti1e fort whh them-but at any rate to preTent their 

taking in the ordnan°'e' t overlook lh~ head of the column before it had auained 
to 'Le redQubt ( C.) and galloped on to the redoub~ at. the very moment that 
the t!nemy were vacating it ,; u·hen perceiving tht'm to be engaged in the attempt 
to carry off one of the pieces of ATtilJery, I called on Captaiu Raitt o(the Qneen;s 

lloyala t.o push down quickly with his Grenadiers, and if unable 10 enter the gate 
with the ent'my, at all events to capture the gun. I accompanied thi1 party, 
which rtulN1d down the bill, but arrived too late to enter the Fort with the enemy, 
who however a.bandonetl th@ gun outside, and hastily dosed the gate arter the1n, 

" Leaving tlie Grenadiers to take po$t under cover of a ruined building• (marked 
E. in the plan,) within "&i:ity yards of the gate, so as to be in readiness to enter 

by it~ in ease the general might decide upon foU~wing up this advaotage by 
blowing open the gate before the Garri&on should ftnd tlme to block it up, as tboey 
doubtleas would do, were the att4ck to be delayed, I rode back to report pro" 
greM. 'l'he whole of our troops wertt a1~ady on the heights, and the guns 
wtore also being dragged up. Four of the latter were diree1ed to pla)' upon the 
tOWetf eomrnanding die gateway rromthepositio11s B. n., whitst the other two 
were ordered down to D. for the purpose of ln.Uering the gate itself. 1"he Ge" 
neral at the same time despatched me to G,, with instructions to bring up the 
Light Companit'1 under Major Pennyeuick to H., wbe'!'e a mud wall a.bout four 
feet i11 height, afforded lheJter within thirty yards of the Wllll, on the opposi1e side 

0 ( the gate to that near which the Grenadiers of the Queen's Royals were posted. 
Having brouglit them at double quick. tjme aerose the plain to within two hundred 
yards of the walls, and then directed them to scatter and ru9h under cover, I 
returned to t11e General, taking the Foint E. in my way, in ordt*r to warn the 
Clrenadiers tbat lbe gate would be immediately blown O!l('n, when they 1Vere to 
rush in simuhaotoously with the Light Companies from the opp<>iite side. It was 
.-hllst taking up the positions E. and H. that most. of the casualties during tbi9 
day occurTed, the troops so engaged being exposed to an ei:eeedingly hot fire 
from th@ walls, On these two occasions I was the only mounted officer presen~ 

but although both the nature of my occupationt and tlie singu1arity of ro1 ri11e 
uniform, ditreriPg :!19- it did from all others, mu!lt ha Ye attracted a eon"iderable aha;e 
ofthe enemy's olikrvat{on, I e1caped with my usual good fortu:ne4 

''From the point D., the two gun~ now opePed u~.nthe gate, aad being ad .. 
miTably directed (by Lieqt~ Henry Creed of the Bombay ArliUery,) a t'ew round1 

~re eu6ieleut to tltJO\V down one half of it. 'rhf! ge~eral's sig:n.ala for the advance 
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af che storming partie~, not bell'g imm.flliately obff'f•ed, l gaUope~ down, anc'J 
acoompa'Qied ihe Grl;!nadiers to the gate, arter 11eeing them in ~re occupation or 

which" I returned to the General, whom I ntet close to the fort, bringing up the 
roain body of the troops, He immedia~ly despatched me wit.h Captain Darle7'.s 
Company of II. M.'s l 7tlt Foot, wi~h instructions to take the 3lst R('giment Ben~ 
gal Nathe Infantry along with tne, and with these to storm the height5 and 
secure the gate on the oppoBite aide of the fort, After pa.11ing quickly :round 

the l1estern face. from which we Wt!'re exposed to a considt.>rable fire, I pl11ced the 
Company of the 17th under cover of a s.pur Qf the hill, and thenct" proceed~d 

back to 1eek for the 31st Regiment, whieb I fDund scouring theauburb11, Ha .. 
1'ing united the two detachment~1 we stormed the height9 at K,1 wherE we: iei

perienced :Some trifling -opposition from matchlock men occupying the tocks above~ 
tbe!H! being soon disperseJ WI:! ru!hed down to the gate L., driving io a party of the 
enemy with such precipitation that the' had not tiwe to secure the gate. possession 
of whlcb wa• thus obtained, and the escape of the garrison entirely cut off. 

' 1 ,,~e were here joined by a party under Major Delhont which had b~n sent 
round by the eastern face of the fort ; when l dire<:ted the officers to leave a de
tachment in charge of the gatE-1 and with the remaining portion to make their wa' 
up to the eitadel, "Which still maintainl!'d a fire upon our troops, whilst I ac• 
eompanied Lteutenant Creed for the purpose of st"lecting a po$ition from whence 
to bombard h wiUl the Shabts guns, Placed the guns in positi&n a.t N., and 
op1:med a fire on the citadel which was eontinued wilh de1uuetive effect, until 
our soldiers had obtained pouession. Rejoining the General fn \lie mear1timt11 

to report progress, l found him at the ga(e fi.rst>Carried, giving orders for attaching 
bags of gunpowder to the gates •f the citadel, which had hithE>rto succe~"Sfull1 

reaisled all attemrtl to enter it from this aide. Ueport~d lhat lhe party from the 
cppo$ite quarter hlld already got well up1 and with the ajd of l.ieutena11t Creed'11 

guns, weuld short If surmount every obstar,lir. H' reupon troops were agaiB &ent 
up to co.operateJ and a few minutes more sufficed to displa, the British st<lndarda 
waving over the higb"'st of the tower11 of Khelat, AU hostilit.iea imm£"diately 
~eased, a11d the aoldiera displayed much greater fotbenance than they usually do 
on aueh oecaslona. Quarter was neYer rtfused b1 them when t:raved by cries of 
c AmanJ ' Aman/ and before nightfall nearly two thousand prisoners had be~n 
removed from the fort unharmed. 

'' .About four hundred of the Garri:son are auppoaed to have fallen io this aif'air, 
end atnongat them are tbe ~hie(s Mehrab Khan, Wullee J\.fahomed J\.han1 and 
other prineipal Belocbe chieftains-every person of note ha•ing been either 
slain or cs.ptured. Some 1ton:dety was expres11ed by the Gvneral on the occasion 
of my rejoining him at 'he flr11.t gate, in <:on:sequl:!nae of the rumoured escape of 
D-Ivhrah Khano; but l assured him that as the iigbting portion of the Garrir.on had 
been dri'fen back whilst in the aet of attempting to decamp by 1he apposite 
gate, I entertaioed no doubt that the Kban was stiU within the fort, siuce be 
eould not1 in ·honor, have predously deserted hi.a followera. This afterwards 
proved to be the can•, Foiled on thaL occa1fron in. his auempt t<1 e1cii.pe, the 
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Chif'f bad returned to the citadel 1'ith Wullee M'Ahom.ed Khan ot'\V'udd, and others 
of his moat tntsty followers, where they had all died sword in band ; the 
Khan himself being slain h,J a 11hot through the neck1 from whose h11nd it is 
not known. Conddering the small num~r of our troops, nol one half of wbom 
were actuallyengagedt the loss on our side is severe, Thirty•t.WO wttre kil1ed,. 
and one hundred and seveo wounded; amongst the former is Lkoutenant Graval.t 
0£1.he Queen'aR01al11, and there are nine officers amongst the latter. 

d 14th.. Workjng partiea have been employed the whole day in remo•ing 

and bUTying the dead, " well as in ceUec,ing ptize pro~rty. Scatt1rred *' the 
dead bodiieti ar~ over ~very part of 'he townJ among bGU&ee, the numero1J11 dark 
chambers or wbieh are not easily explored, it has. not; yet been practicable to as .. 
certain the numbe.r of the slair1. The amount of boot1 is supposed to be very 
considerablt", but re unfortunately do not po.ssess tbe means of carr3ing it away. 
nor is there any marJc:et here in which to dispose af ii. The arms especially are of 
very superior ;nanuracture, and the sword of the fallen ehiefMehrab Khan in par
ticular, •hieh is ot the most costly workmanship, is estimated. to be of' great 
value. 'l'be memlmra of our lhLle army have with oae accord resolved upon 
presenting this enviable trophy to lht!ir gallant leader1 G~neral 'Yillshire, in token 
of their admiration of his heroic bearing yesterday."-Ott/7'4m11 Rough Notes1 

;p.141-HT. 

Tbe joyous tidings of tl1is event were ea.rried by Ca.pt. Outram to Bombay 
thl'Otlgh the very heart of the enemy,s country, until he reached Son· 
mee•nee by the sea. (106) The adventare was as dangerous •nd daring as 
a.ny that could have been undertaktin, and tl1e bold adventurer only escaped 
on reaching lhe shore by about five hours before liis pursuers. 

there is no doubt that the capture of l\.elat was not onJy the most 
creditable affair during the campaign, but that it was in itself exceedjngly 
brilliant and meritorious,-well able to bear comparison with any exploit 
our troops ever performed in India. Kelat, with a garrison only one• 
tbird less numerous thau tha.t of Ghuznie, and fortifications scarcely Iese; 
for111idable._, was captured by a foree mustering little over 1000 bayonets, 
without cavilry, and with on1y one light guns. Al Ghuzuie we had 40 
pieces of artillery, and abo\te 6000 men; we speak comparatively; we 
have no wish to disparage the skill, bravery, or moderatioo of the last 
named gallanl exploit which sealed the fortunes of the war. The Joss of 
the enemy was eomputed at about 500 men ; amongst these were num· 
bered eight o.f the most iu6.uentia1 chiefs, including M~hrab Khan himself: 
three others were taken prisoners. Thjs brought up the los.!1 of the Aff'ghans 

J06, Capt. Outram had, after quitting Ca.booJ1 b""en, during his operations 
against the Ghilzies, invested with extensive political powers. These ceased 
on his approach. to Quettah. when he wa.s made aide-de-ca.mp to Sir T. 
W.illshire, ~nd petmitted to do duty with th" engineen. 
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during the eampa.ign to about 2500. Our casualties amounted to 3 l 
killed, and 108 wounded. The value of the spoil ta'k:en at IC:elat waa 4l 

:first calculated as high as £601000, it turned out considerably less t11aa a 
tenth of tbis. The principal item was the erown and Zenana jewels 1 these 
had been bnilt up and plastered over in the wall of tbe house of the chief 
eDunsellor of the Khan. No hint had been given in rogard to them until 
our army was a.bout to leave-, and the tooement in which th.ey were secreted 
had beeu assigned as a habitation to our future resident. A native, fearing 
probably that they must by and bye be discovered without his aid, or 
without advant~ge to any of tboso who were in the secret1 disclosed the 
place of concealment-which it required much labour to break open. The 
history of tbis much of our spoil is so singular as to deserve a few Hoes of 
notice i they were -valued at £60,000 ; we have Heen how nearly they wera 
mi1se.d; on their way to India they were s.s nearly lost. The jewels were 
entrusted to the eato of H. J.\.1.'s 17tb. About 300 tlf this Regiment hav-ing 
embarked at J{urraehee on board the transport Ilan1'alL for Bombay, were 
shipwrecked at the mouth of the Indus on the l 7th of .f\.larcl1. None of 
the people were lost, and the jewels were saved by Colonel Pennycuiek; 
who carried them on bis back for a considerable way t11rough the surt and 
marsh. Tiley were sold at Bombay the following July for betwixt £5000 
and £6000 : but the premises of tbe salesman shortly after the sa.le were 
brolc.eo into and robbed, and he himself afterwards b~came bankrupt i the 
amonn!'" realized 1o the army was a sufficiently 1nsignifieao t fraction of that 
originally looked for. 

h-Iehrab Khan and l•is principal cl1iefs having thw been anmmarily dis~ 
posed of by the fate of war, the field was all but clear, and Newaz Khan 
was at once estahlish~d on the musnud. "\Ye had become &o familiar with 
the unseating and reseating of rulers on thrones, that it seemed to be 
tbought that it required no more than the announcement that the house of 
Nusseer had ceased to reign, to ensLlre stability to the rule of his successor. 
Newaz was accordingly left to maintain himself iu authority as he best 
could over tbe fierce and independent tribes whom he was dea.igned to con~ 
troul and to re~subject to the new Doorannee sovereign. Although };l~hral> 
Kbau had left a son-a spirited boy of fourteen years of age, to whom bU 
aubjects seemed devoted,.-and a widow-a woman or intlnile courage; taleat, 
and perseverancec, no apprehension appears to ha.ve been entertained on his 
account, or effort made to get them into our hands. The new ruler, as if 
established by the prescription of half a. century, was left with Lieut, Love· 
day as our Envoy at his court, and 30 sepoys as a. guard of hoaour I The 
l'f'Sult wasit that in six monthit time he was expelled from l{elat i Loveday 
was taken and murdered; and an in&urreetionary movement of 18 montbst 
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dnration brougl•t about, which cost us £300,000 in treasure, the lives of 12 
British officers, and some 300 e.oldiers, a.od ended in our reversing all that 
we had done,,-'pensioning the widow1 and replacin~ the son of Mehrab 
upon his father's throne. This, however, comes to be treated in a sub
&equent chapter. 

Sir •.r. 'Villshire returned by the Gunda.va pass into Cutchee-a. fertile 
district in Upper Scinde; and joined the force stationed at Sukkur,-his 
gallant little army being shortly afterwards broken np. Sir John Keane 
and his staff arrived there from Feror.epore, on the 4th February, 1840, 
and gave the final orders for the brea.king up of the army of the Indus, 
nuder instructions from the Governor-General, after which the Com .. 
mander~in~Chief proceeded to Kurraehee1 where he embarked for Bombay 
and tl1ere landed with his staff, on the 27th February') amidst the Toar of 
cannon and other demonstrations of re3peet. 

Tnus closed the first Aft'ghau ca.,.paign i and as the people at home 
appeared to have belie•ed~ conclud-ed all arrangements exactly as had been 
desiderate<l~ bringing round a period of universal peace. The war e:ii;pen
diture of these fifteen months seems, as near as can be guessed, to have 
amounted to nine mil1ions sterling. Our loss or men, including eamp
folloivers. appears altogether to have been under 300,-the principal part of 
the deaths baying been occasioned by predatory attacks on our line or 
marcb. .About 33,000 Government camels had perished oa tile march, 
occasioning a loss of £1401518 in t11is item alone, (lO'i')-this includes 
about 4000 private camels, the value of which amounted to nearly £30,000, 
besides the loss to Government just stated. The total loss or property 
incurred by individua) members of the service, is estimated at nearly £701000 
iu the eourse of fourteen months, and which fell to be paid for by the officers 
of the force. Upper India was drained to supply this amount of carriage; 
( l 08) and we neveT, till the conclusion of the wa.r, could comtnand sufficient 
meao.s of tra.nsport for our stores. The enemy had, as ;o1.lready stoi.ted, Jost 
about 500 lllE-n be.fore 'WEI reached Ca.ndahar, and 1000 at the storm of 
Ghuznic. 'y c find no return of their casualties either on our advance to Ca .. 
bool 1 or our retirement tlirough the Khyber Pass, or during 1\-Iajor Ou tram's 
operations against the Ghilzies, lt'here their loils must have been sererc. 'Ve 
are satisfi'!d that to set them down .;ii bOO ivill be un<ler the mark: 500 
more at Kela.t, briuging up the casualties on their .side duriug the campaign 
to about 2000. 

But though the fighting waa closed, the most momeDtoua and costly 
portion of QUr eQnnecdon with .Affghanis.tan was ooly just begun. The 

107. lliajor Hough-Appendix. 
!OS. Ibid, p. 7. 
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~hab's contingent wa.s already about J0,000 strong; it Wal!', wit11In &ix; 

months, raised to 13,000 i it wa.s officered and paid by us, and was chiefly 
C!omposed or subjects of the British Governmeu t. The cost of this, falling 
on ?Ur treasuryt aIIlounted 'in 184 l to very nearly half a n1illi11n sterling• 

Of the Seikl1 force of .5000 men which had ascended the KhyLer Past 
with Colonel 1Vadet a single regirneut alone returned with him. 'fhe 
rest remained at Cabool. But the aid _of 25,000 foreign soldiers, even 
whh tbe fear of British po\ver, was fouod inadequate to assure the Shah of 
the loyalty or submission of his subjects. "\Ve have tr.aeed to the eon6nes 
ot India the Bengal and Bornbay colurnns on their retirement; but these 
were the mere skeletons of the forces which, under the same name, l1ad 
ascended the Bolan Pass. The whole of the Bengal di-vision ot' infantry 

1 

the 2oJ Bengal light cavalry, aud No. 6 l..ight field ba.ttery, were ordcreJ to 
remain in Affghanista.n; (109}-the clouds which hegan to tbreaten on 
the N~ ,V, just as we were preparing to lt!a-ve, induced the <:omrnander
jll·chief to comply with the reques' of tbe Envoy and Minister, that another 
brigade might be left behind beyond what had been originally conte1u
plate<l. 

ln detail, the arrangements of tbc force stood thus: H. M. I 3th, and the 
35tk N. I., with three guns, were stationed in the Bala l:lissnr, Cabool;. 
together with the Sl1ab's 19-t Cavalry, with some of his Artillery. 'fhis 
force, amounting to a.bout 2,000 men, were lo be eommauded by Lieut· 
Colonel Deonie. fbe 4Stb N. I., the 4th Brigade, a detachment of sappers 
a.rad miners, and 2d eavalry1 witlt a ressalah of Skinner's horse, and Lllreo 
guns, were to be cantoned at Jella.labad; where the J{ing and Envoy, 
i:iceording to the former luxurious eustoxn of t11e Dooranoee Sovereigns, 
proposed to spend the winter. lf the Shah was slo1f in ta.king on hiwself 
the toi1s of l{ing-craft, he was resolved th&t he should postpone tbe enjoy. 
ment of none of the luxuries of royalty for the sake of the tranquillization 
of hjs kh1gdom. Tbe Ghuznie garrison was to be placed under charge of 
l\.lajor (now Colonel) AicLaren, and to cousist ot the l6th N. I. 1 a re:ssalah 
of Skinner's horse, and such details of the Shah's contingent as could be 
made available. The 42d and 43d N. I., with he<1.vy .\\rtillery and local 
horse, "With details of the Shah's troo~, were to be stationed at Candahar. 
(110) The Shah's infantry mustered in aU about 4000, his. regular cavalr1 
about 2000. Sulli.equent to the arrival a.t Cabool, garrison~artilJery had 
been formed~ with a mountain-train of 12 3-pre. Tl1e Aft'gha.n and Kohistan 
levies1 raised on our arrival, anlounted to about 4000, and the wLole con· 
tingent to about 13,000 men. Includi.ag the Briti!ih force. which coneisteil 

109. Major HoughJ p. 268. 
110. Genera.I Order copied from Major :Hough. 
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of 1-J. M.'s l3th, 11!.t Bengal European Regiment, 2d Light Cavalry, and 
the 20, l6th1 35th, 37th, 42d, 43d, and 48th N. J.1 with details of ArtillerJt' 
there was, by the beginning of 1840, an organized fored in Affgha.nistan of 
20,000 men; with from 70 to 80 gans. But the most formidable-looking 
and u11looked-for source of outlay was the salaries of thirty-two poHtieal 
:lgents who were dispersed over the country to s~ after its interesLa : and who 
received amQngst tliem a revenue of £50,000 a•ycar. 'Ve sl1all spee1.bly 
•'1le that liberal as was the scale of expenditure at starting, before six 
months had elapaed it was found necessary to have it vastly encreased : and 
the regular Indian army wbich 1 when left behind in October 1839, amouqted 
to about 8000, was within the next twelve montl1s more tba.n doubled ia its 
strength. .At the outb1'eak of the insurrection in November 1841, we ha.d 
upwards of 14,000 Plen1 besides the cQntingent, in the Shah's dominions! 

flow Jong such a state of matters as this was proposed to be continued, 
does not appear :-if we might j11dge from the solidity and extent of the 
political edifice we shou1d infer that it was expected to be occupied by 
British tenants for a. conslderablo period of years. The expense of 1he 
13,000 men added to the Indian army &efore the war began, necessary to 
make up for the troops dispatched and detained beyond the Indus, 
amounted to above .£6001000-the cost of t11e maintenance of the extra 
field force a1ono cxeeet.ling o million and a quartet' annually, besides all 
eommissaria.t, civil, and diplomatic charges. 'fhe services of tl1c politic.:.l 
agencies aud the army called the Shah's contingent, must1 at' all events, 
have been eJ:pectet.l to be required for a long lapse of time. Yet the net 
eo.st of these, as we have seen, a.mounted to £550,000 a·year i whereas 
the total revenues of the kingdom screwed up to tl1eir big11est pltcb, could 
never be ra.ised, during the three following year11 to more thau £2501000 ; 
and were never ~timated higher than £300,000. VVith a t.'Ollntry so 
situated, -whilout sea-coast 01· uaviga.ble river.s,-mineral produce or 
n1anufaeturing indnstry, or a.ny single c<1pBbility or u1eans of purcha.se,
it seems difficult to divine w11at eoul·l possibly be contemplated by further 
occupation. The fears ()f Russia. anti Persia had. proved a <lream ;-the 
siege of IJerat was raised before our troops left their cantonment~ in Hin
dostau ;--apprehensions of disaffection in India had be-en dispelled, and the 
Rajah of. Sattarah, and Nawaub of Kuraool, from whose Portuguese allie& 
and hidden cannon so 111uch was apprehended, ha.d been reduced to the 
condition of state prisoners with as littlo trouble as a bankrupt is bl'ought 
to gaol t-Uunjeot. Sjngh, oue of the ruost important partiell to the tri
partite treaty, was on 11is death-bed wheu it was signed, and in ashes beforu 
we lert Canda.ha.r ;-the Sha.11 Soojah wa~ in years above 60, in constitution 
at least ten years older from the life he had lctl,-aud his sons, from the 
a.trocious dissoluteneSs of their chara.ctctl', were wo1tl1ic8S or i;t::alldalour; as 

u 
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allies to any natit::in :-yet \Tith all 1be parties for or again~t, or with whom 
the treaty bad beea contracted, thus 1'anishing from the .s,cene,-prep;lra· 
tions were being made on a scale of such magnitud11 as ii tho drama. bad 
been destined for perpetuity I 

The inte1ligeacc of the fall of Ghu:r.nie, and occupation of Cabool, 
reached England in the mitldle of October i and nothing could exceed the 
triumph with which it was received. There was certainly mucb that was 
peculiarly brilliant aad captivating ia the exploit itself, and something 
extremely striking in the length, the difficulty 1 the boldn-?ss1 and the sue .. 
cess of the march which had preoceded it, At a. quarterly meeting of the 
Court of Prorrietor1 held on rhe 18~h December, a aeries of resolutions. 
passed the week before by the Court of Directors wtis reatl : by these it 
tVas agreed that the tha.nks or the court should be tendered to Lord 
Auckland, *'for the saga.city and promptitude '"ith which lie had planned 
the e:&pedition 1 and the zeal and vigour he had displayed in preparing the 
troops to take tha fielJ.0 Sir John l{eane an1\ the field offi~ers were also 
thanked for the intrepidity and spirit rnanifcsted by them :in condu~ting 
the campaign. (l 11) This was eordial enough so far as it went, and was 
not unmerited: it wag carried with dissent& Sir Charles Forbes spoke at 
great length on the subjectt-urgit1g the strGngest objections to the policy 
of the Alfghan 'Var altogethcr1 and especially adverting to the reported 
slaughter of the Gbazee prisoners by the Shah Soojah at Ghuznie. lle said 
that the exrenso of the expedhion bad be~n cstio1ated at three millio-ns 
sterling: it was uow admitted tha.t it \vould cost five: and for his part be 
W()Uld not uJdertake to defray ttern for seven, up t1Jo the time of the ret,1r11 
of our troops to India-about the period when the I-l on'Ule Baronet ad· 
dres&ed the court. We have already seen that the war charges of 18"39 
have since been set down, by the best an thorities, at about nine millions 
sterlivg. It no\v appears that s() maoy as nine-tenths of the Court of 
Directors (112) were hostile to Ui'e p;:,liey or the wa.r, however much dis~ 
posed to approve of the military 1kill and bravery by which it had been 
carried into execution: and the ebairman never ventured, on any one 
oceaslou, to ask the court for ao approval of the policy! Mr. St. John 
Tucker had, ea£·ly io. 1839$ tnade a formal protest against the war i and Sir 
Henry Willock a. short time afterwards addressed LorU Palmer&ton at 
length npon the subject. 1.~he country were, however, so completely carrieJ 
away by the clash of victorious arws, and the shout of triumph1 that lt 
was r~arded as the eJ;;trcmity of party rancour to s1}ea.k despairingly or 
disparagingly of a system whoso com:nencement had been crowned with 

111. Report-Asiatic Journal for January 1840, Vol. 3!), N. S. p. 49, part H. 
112. Mr. llog-g'iiio speech in tho liouso of Commons, July St 1842. 
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1'h·tory. They knew not then ho\V much greater at ooe time ha<l been the 
probability of failure than of success ; and bow rnuch more terrible would 
have beea tho consequences of the former than those of tl1e latter wetEI! 
a.usptctous. The genera} impression besides. appeared to be, 1l1at Jarge 
acquishions of territory had been g:1ined, and ample addit;ons ma.de to our 
tevenlle. (t 18) They little ex.peeted that the laul'el.s we had reaped had 
cost us nine rnillions stel'iiug-that our new aUy could oi-..Jy be maintained 
upon bis throne by 20,000 British bayonets, and an expenditure of three 
mUlions a-year !-the return for which was NOTHING! ! So cowe(l were 
tb.e opposition into silence, or so ill-informed on the details of the policy, 
that s.carcely any reply was made to it when aUuded to in the Qneen~s 
speech of the 15th January, 1840. Sir ·R. Peel said he would wait and 
watch for the results. The Duke of Wellington had berore remarked, that 
h~ never entertained any doubt but that the valour and diseipliae of our 
troops would se<:ute vietory to our arms : but it was when we bad com
pleted our first eonqnests that ou.r difficulties would begin. lVben a vote of 
thanks \fas proposed. to the Governor-General, the Commander-in-Ch1-ef, 
and the Army, the same cautious reserve was maintained by the Conserva4 

Oves; no formal opposition was offered; and up till after the time of Lor1l 
Keaue~s pension bill being passed in February 1841, no one save Lord 
Ellenborough,-wbo declared the war to ha\"e beeO a folly, and said that it 
remahieJ to be seen whether or not iL might not prove a crime,-venturW 
to speak out in ParH~men~ in terms of open and decided di*2.pproba.tion; 
but in great praise of Lord Keane for the ll"lanner in which he conducted 
the military part of it. 

Lord Auckland-proviou.sly a Baron-wa3 made aD Earl: Sir John 
l{eane was raised to the Peerage by the title of Baron l{eane of Ghuzaie 
and Cappoquiu ;-tke followiu",f February a pension of £2000 a-year was 
conferred upon bimself* to be cootinuetl to bis male representatives for tlVO 

generations: ~1r M.acuaghten and Colonel H. Pottinger-th& great dip}o4 

ma.tists on the oeca3ion-received Baronetcies: Colonel '\Va.de obtained the 
bonor of knighthood. ( 114) Sir Alexander Burnes had been l{nighted, and 
raised to the rank of Lieuten"nt.Colone1 on the commencement of the 
war ;-the official intimation ther~f having reached hirn in Scicde iq 
,January. (115) 

Before concluding the present chapter, it m11y be as well to take leave of 

113. 'l'he speeches of Sir PhlUip Durham and Sir John Cam Hollhouse at 
n meeting of the llirectors, evidenced hO\V extensively the delusion pre4 

vailed. The error of the Minister must have arisen from something worse 
than ignorance ! 

114. These Patents arc dated \Vhltcha.11, Dec. 11, 133f). 
115. Gaii!.et.tctl. Septe1nbcr) 1~3·':t. 
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the principal actor1-the only one who retired fl'om the stage- no more lo 
Appear bcCore the public in person,-almost the only one who reaped th.e 
honours and rewards of conquest, witl1out suffering from the calamities 
which fast followed at the heels of original st1cces~. Lord !(cane arrived at 
Bombp.y on the 27th February. lie remai.ued for five weekF, 1luring w11lch 
period he and bis companions in arms received a. splendid publie entertain-
1nent In tbe Town Hall: the whole period or bis sojourn, in faet,. was filled 
up with feasts and festivities i11 honour of his successes in war. On hi'" 
return home he received a pubHc entertainment from the Court of Directors 
on the I lth July. As to his character, Lord J{eane is a man of taleot• 
not entitled to be called eminent, yet considerably above mediocrity. lie 
has had 1nuch experience in his profession, having served in Egypt, ia the 
Peninsula, and in the Amede-an war of 18l4. 'l"hat he is a man of enter· 
prize and resources-of vigour, spirit1 and determination of purpose, is 
disputed by no one. The cool equability of his courage has repeatedly 
been called in question, (l 16) but without, as it appears to us, ;1.ny suffi· 
cient reason: and though there can be no c}oubt that, for the master-stroke 
of the campaign-the eapturc of Ghuzni(', the feat which won him all his 
fa.me, he was in a great measure indebted to the scienc.e, skill, an(l con<luet 
of the Engineers, and the dauntless bravery of the troops i there are 
abundanc~ of poinls remaintng, of which he alone can claim the merit, to 
entitle him to the gratitude 1Jf his country. He was not the planner of the 
<:ampaigD; not is he uod.erstood to have concealed his disapprobation both 
of the plau and the poli-0y which led to it: though entrnstell with its 
execution, he was not called upon for more i and this much he effected 
well. lie was a stout Conservative in politics; and after the glowiog 
Ghuznie despaleh had been penned, he is understood to ha\le said that 
11 the fort was but a rotten hole after all !"-but that its capture would 
give the '\Vhigs another year io Dffice.-We ha.¥e here given the bright .sido 
of Lord Keaoe'L;i character: we have omitted the darker portions for the 
present,-many of which would ill bear public scrutiny. 

116. See Colonel Dennic's Letters. 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

J:xtent<1fthe l)oorannne gmpke under Ahmed Shah-under Shah SnoJ1th-.PolitiC&l Agent9-
E11tabli11hment aud Expena:e of-E11:pedtUon to the n otthward, November 183!'.l-The Shah 
and Envoy winter a.t Jolla.labad-Colonol Orchard's uaaucMssful ~dition to Puahoot 
-Affair with the llazarah Tribes-Graii.d Convoy arri vea .at Jellalabad in 4pril-ExpQcli
tlon against tM Ghilsiea betwixt Candabar and Gbm:nfe-Det&<:hnaenla 11Dder ~aio.11 
Walker and Tayler-under Ca.pU.in Anderson-Colonel Wallaco'a Detachrncnt-Suocesse& 
of-Rettn'na-Sul'l'ender ofNaw11.ub Jubbar Khan and two of tile Sons of Dolt Mabomed 
-Reception of at Cabool-Dost Mahomed proceeds to Bokbara and Is made prisoner-Ad .... 
Tent.ttre11:or-Eaeape1 and retwns to K,hoQloom-DJ!!.contented state ofthoeountr:r-AlAtm~ 
Ing state of Kohiata.n-Captdn Hay compelled to Fall back -0-n Sy&han,, which i11 :reinforced
Capt.a.lu M'Gregor's mitbap near Jellalabad-Alarm of the Envoy-Apprehenelo.na· that we 
should requito to quit •lJ OU1' outpo&t.I and coneentrate on tbe Ql.pltal-Coloncl W.hee
ler•s &uccce l'lgainst tl1e Kudjah Chiefs-Aff'J1ul Khan repulsed near Bajgah-Detach· 
ment abandons Sygbim leaving ml«!h privat& propert1 bchind-Des.,-tiQll of a patt of the 
Shab'l!I 'Troo,,.s-Colon~l Df'Jnlie d~alchcd flow cabool to rcinfDl'ce Dameean-..Extrcmo 
apprehe.nsi~s of Dr Lord-Colonel .Dennill's brilliant manmuvres on tile lralt. mountaln 1 

-Beaobel!I Bameean-Ad"rante of Do111t Mabomed-Battle of Bameean-Dennkl"s Adv•nce 
on Sygban-F1ig:ht oftbe Affghans.-Thil Khooloom Conf1lderacy broken 11p-Sir R. Salea.t· 
tack$ Toota.11 Dunall.-Deatb of Lieutenant Conntilly-Destroys the whole of tile Tootan 
Dun ah Forts-Attack iln Jug'la.h-At il.r11t unsucce9ful-Movements of DOit l\lahom,ed
I>estl'ooti<1n of the Village ot llcibuk and ad}oi.oing fDl'ts-Ilattle of l'11rwan Durrah
Disgr11~f11l conduct o-f tbo 2d Cavlllry-Death or D:r Lord, Lieutenants Br~dfoot, .and 
Crispin-Surrender of Dost Mahomed to the Envoy-Sir Aloxandor Burnes'• o.eoount of 
tlle State Qf Ule C<iuntTy. 

WE have as yet been favoured with no suffieiently tru1tworthy materials 
to enable us to come to any distinct eonclusioa as to wh&l might have b~n 
Lord Auckland's intentions or expectations at the begioni.ug of the wa.r as 
to the Jine of policy to be adopted after tl1e Shah should have been replaced 
on his lltrone. It is probable, however, tha.t he might have some sllel1 
scheme as the following before him: 3$ we cannot imagiqo any man mad 
enough to enter on aa expedition, forsccing that long before .:my thing 
final or eifectiv_e could be brouglit about, it must be abandoned because the 
finances as well as the credit of India. wero exhausted. \Ve have alrea;dy 
s~en that the witl1drawal of a. much larger portion of the regular army than 
it was found prudent to permit to return to Iadia, ba.d been contemplated, 
and tbat the Commander·in·Chiei, on the solicitation of the Envoy, left an 
additional brigade behind hirn at Cabool in October. lt is probable that, 
by tlte second or third year of tbe new reign, it waa hoped that tbe ser 4 

vices of the wbole of our troops might be dispensed with, aud that tl1e 
charge of the empite tnighl bo committed to the contingent for a few years 
longer, when probably out more immediate connection with the country 
migbt either ba.ve been expectP.d to cease, or that by this thne our faithful 
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ally being gathered to his fathers, his kingdoin miglit h.1;ve become wort.J1y 
of annexation to our other territories. '\\"hen, or by 'vhom, the marvellous 
scheme of political orgauization, immCdla.tely after\vards brought into ope
ration, was deviseJ,-how long it was mea.nt to last1-.or what useful purpose 
it was expected to setve1 does not appear. There is no Jouht but tba.t it 
was implicitly believed that the Doo~annee empire 1night speedily ha 
.strelcl1ed very nearly to its original limits. At tlae <leatb of Ahmed Shah 
in 1773t it consisted of the provinces of-

Ncshapoor1 Ghuz.nie,. 
Mesbid, Candabar, 
Herat, J ellalabad, 
Caboal, Pcsbawur, 
Balkh, Cash mere, 
Bameean, The Pnnjaub, 
Ghorebund, Dbeera Gbazee Khan, 

Dheera Ishmael Kban, 
Mooltan, 
Scinde, 
Beloocbi.sian, 
The country 

hind. 
as far as Sir~ 

The revenues of the Dooranuee sovereigns at this period amounted to 
about three milUons a .. year. 'l'be total re•enue of C<1bool i11 Dost J.\;labo~ 
med's time was abou.t £250,000, and it feU considerably Qelow this after 
hjs deposition. The Shah Soojah had, in addition to these, the revenues of 
Candahar, bis other acquisitions yielded him none-which broug11t up the 
whole financial ref urns of the e:npiro to something under £800,000 a .. year. 
The dominions ot. which we put him in posses1:1ion were Caboo1, Bameean, 
Ghuznie. Jellalabad, and Candahar, the last of wllich alone did not belong 
to Dost Ma.homed. One of our earlie.st arrangements for reilu.eing the 
Doorannee states to order, was the appointment of an expensive set of 
functionaries termed political agents; so often adverted to, that it will ha 
eon1enient here to glve a brief account of the in. These were selected from the 
eivil or military services-mostly from the jnnior grades of the latter, 
their chief recommenJation being their familiarity with the Per~ian lan
guage. They resided ia the larger towns or troubled district.a, and were 
vested with the most extensive powers over the troops in their neigh·· 
bourhood, without any relation to ago or rank in the ar1ny ;-the 
youngest lieutenant (and out of the thirty-two there were nine captains 
aud seventeen lieutenants) within the Hmits of the corps diplo111atique being 
competent to- dire\lt the oldest general in th2 service l Sir Alexander 
Burnes Invariably denounced this variety of diplomatic organization as 
productive of the most detrimsntal consequepcei; to the country, lo bis 
memorial to the Envoy of the 19th April, 184-l, lu~ says-" It seems 10 

me tln•t wherever our political officers are, collision forth with follows ;" a.nd 
in hia private leLters he speaks of the froz .. spawu and fry of politicals with 
which the country was overspread. '!'he Envoy, on the other ha.ad, con· 
ceiv~d them iaJi,pensablo as means of gainin5 iufQrr11ation· Vie sha.ll have 
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10 much to do with this bOOy of functionaries. i11 the eou1·se of tho followiog 
narrative~ that we here give a list of their names, aod statement of their io• 
comet!, as contained in the Bengal Almanac for 1841. (I) 

Sir ,V. H. Macnaghten,B'.U"t .• Envoy and l'rlinistor, •••• H ••••••••••••••• £11,220 
Lieulena.nt~Coloncl Si1• Ale::tandet Burnes, a.t Ql.bool ........ , •n••h• 3,00() 
Major E. Pottinger, ltcsident, ·roorkietan, ................ h.............. 11440 
l~ieutenant P. J~ynch,. do., Ghilzie country, ........... .................. 1,20() 
Captain A. Conolly, Envoy to Khiva, , ........................... nno• .... • 1,44{) 
Lieutenant P. Nicholson, in eho.rge of Dost lla.homcd, u•·· .... . ..• 1,.080 
Lieut.ena.nt C. Rattray, P!llitica.l Assist.a.nt, Kohistl),[I, H••• ····•••••••• 840 
Captain G. 1' .... P. La.wren<:?e, )Iilitary Secretary to tho Envoy,....... 1~44:0 

Lieutenant J.B. Conolly, llilitn.ry Assistant to tne t.nvoy,n••• •• ••• 8!0 
Lientenant R.3.wlinson, Politioo.l Agent, Canela.bar~ ••• ................ I,41:) 
Licntenant c. A. Jaok~n1 Assistant to ditto,.......... .••••••.•.•..••.•• 1,080 
Lieatenant G. II. l\fa.egregor, Politica.1.Agent, Jella.lab:Ld,.. ........ 1,410 
1.teuten3nt C. Bnrnes, Polit.lca.J. Agent, Ghu.znie, H.................... 72Ct 
Captain F. Ma.ekeson, Political Agent, Pesha.wur, .................... 1,800 
Captain Colio. l\'I:u1kenzle, Political Agent,................................ 841) 
Captain J. D. Bean, Political Agent, Q.uetta.,. ........................... 1,440 
Lieutenant W. F. Ha.rnmcrsley, .Assistant, •.•. • ... .•• ................... • 8!0 
l\I:r Ross. Bel~ Political Agent, Upper Sein.de, ........................... 3,900 
Lieutenant E. 13. Eastwick, A!sista.n.t, .............. ,, ......... .. ......... 840 
Captain ,V, J, B. Knyvett, ditto, .................. ••• . • ........ ...... ••• ... 840 
J..ieutena.ot E. J. Brown, ditto, . • •• .... • .•. •• ............... •• ............ 8.£0 
J .. ieutenant Sincl~ir, ditto, ........ , •••••.• ,. ... ........ •• ................ ... 720 

Lieutenant \V. Drown, ..................... .,. .................. • ..... •u••••u 840 
Lieutenant \V. Young, ditto, ......... ••• ..................... ........... ....... 720 
Licutenaut \V. Broadfoot, Asaist:i.nt, Toorkista.n Froutier, ......... 840 
Captain J. Nash, in charge of Sta.~e Prisoner~. Ca.bool1 ............... 950 
Captain E. Sanden, attached to the llera.t Ageney, .............. ... l,9GS 
Captain J. Abbott, Political Agent, Hera.t,......... ........ ........... ... 8-l:O 
blajor D'Arcy Todd, Herat, .............................. ~.. ............... 1,4-JO 
Lieutenant R. Lcech1 Political Asaista.nt,......... ......... ... ............... 840 
Lientenant R. C. Shakespear, Political Agent, llerat, ......... 0#..... 810 
LieuteWl-nt E· K. EHiot, Political Assista.nt, Canda.hnr1 ............... 720 

Being just £49,24.8 a.nnua.Uy-e.s.clusive of :\{ajor OU:tram•s establishment. in 
L()wCr Seinde, and without ina.king any mention of the a.rray of na.tiva attend~ 
ants. l\.lr Bell used to employ 750 camels for the transport of his private bag· 
gage ; which, at £1 lOs. per month each,. makes the very respectable item <>f 
£13,500, -

Before the winle.~bad set in, our people had bad a brush with the refr-actory 

l. The Bengal and Agra. Annual Guitle .and Gaz.eUeer for 18-:11. Ru.silt.on: 
Calcutla. 2 vols. Svo.-a very va.luable "'Ork. 
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Kohistanccs. In tho end of Soptcrnber the Ghoorka corps, a troop of horse
a.rtillery, three mortar11, 1,000 Affghan cavalry, aod 600 infautry, marched. 
for llaruecan; those were afterwards ordered tow-a.it tho junction of additional 
troops. Dr Lord. political agent in that district. re-ported that Dost Maho .. 
med (2) had allied hhnself by marriage to the chiefs of Khooloom and 
J(hoondooz, and was rapidly gaining influonce in Toorkista.n. (3) His intrigues 
lvere said to ha11e been so far mat11re1l, that his ;11on Ukhbar !{ban wa.s 
reported to have reached the Ghorebuod Pass, 60 miles north of Ca.bool, in 
the end of Sept"en1ber. The 4th brigade an1l the local horse, a company of 
sappers and miners, a::ul the 35th anll 37th N. I.1 left in the beginning of 
October f\>t' the northward, with supplies for six weeks. IIaving joined the 
force previously di8.patehed for Rameean, they were directed to cross the 
pass and make n. dash into Tartary-a. 1neasure afterwards abandoned. 
On the 3lst Oetober a small party of horso artillery aeting as caV"alty, with· 
some infantry and Aff'ghac horse, having co~ne Uft with from 600 to 700 
Uzhegs, near Syghant thirty miles beyond Bameean, defeated anJ dispersed 
them. Syghan was thus re· annexed to the Sb.ah's dominions i a worthies,. 
po!lessioc like the rest, imp-0sing on us the necessity of ruaintaining it, 
without the possibility of itl conferring benefit ill retnrn. ( 4) The king of 
Bokhara, it wa!i said, had offered the Dost a strong foree to enable him to 
cut off' the 11arty at ll;in1eean, now greatly reduced :-if his !\Iajesty ever 
mil<lo such a propo!ial he must very quickly have alteL·ed his. intentions: as 
in December he seized on the Dost1 after having invited him to his court on 
promise of assistance, or according to another account, when makil1g bis way 
towards Persia> and in violation of all the ruleii CJf hospitality, so strictly 
attended to in Cen.traJ Asia., kept him in confincrneut till the following 
August. The force maiutained at Bameea.n thro11ghout the winter consisted 
of 600 infantry, with six guns and two mortars. the heavier detachment 
above mentioned having returned to Cabool. 'fhe 1nonth of December passed 
quietly over. though threats of insurrection. in every quarter led us to· 
look. for a. tarb.ulent spring and sumn1er : an anticipation more than rea
lizotl. The Shah and the Envoy continued <-t Jellalabad throughout the 
winter. The first of the operationll of any magnitude in whieh we 
were engaged, was uosuccessfttl. Colooel OrchJ1r(l, in the beginning of 
Jan1.1ary, was <lispatehed against the fort of Peshoot, io the mountain 
ca1tntry to the eastwatl of Jellalabadt in command of a forco about 2,000· 
strong; consisting of three 9·prtz., l troop 2d cavalry, I wing 37tl1 N. I., 

2 •. The Amcer is described by 'Vood as about 4U yel\rs of' a.go (io 1838): 
according to Ur Atkinson, Prince Timor, the Sha.l• Soojab.'d eldest. son, who has 
:since retired to India., wa5 a.t t11at ii1ne 40: the Shah himself about 60, 

3. Englishman newspaper, October 25, 183!.I. 
4. Atkinson's Exp<:ditioD into Affghauistan, p. 327. 
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80 of the lst European Regt., 2() Sappers, 3d Regt. Shah's infantry, tst 
Shah·s cavalry, 700 strong. Severe a.nd continued rains had for some time 
prevailed; but on the 17th, the weather having cleared up, the guns' were 
pJaced in battery, a.nd after two hour~ firing, practicable breaches were made 
on both sides of the principal gate. Lieutenant Pigou (a:fterwards blown 
up and killed when engaged iu. a similar operation about a year after}, witb 
a party of 40 Eu.ropeans and sepoys1 pushed down the outer gate, and pro~ 
ceeded to examine the inner one, whieh wa1 found to be still entire. A bugler, 
by mistake, on seeing this party enter the bre.ieh, sounded the- advan~e, aiod 
the whole column began to move forwards. They were quickly made aware or 
the blunder, and directed to shelter themselves from the eaemy,s tire in a ravine 
close by. Two attempts were made to blow open the gates by meaus of gua· 
po\vder bags; hut both of them, in cou.seqlleoce of the rain which ha.d begun to 
faU again, proved failures. It. having been found impOBsii:>le t<>sca.le tb11t walls. 
or stori::n. the Jgrt, in its present eo11dilio11, and the troops having been for 
tive hours drenched with rain, aod exposel to :. severe fire from the fortress, 
it was resolved to retire a.bont noon. The enemy, perceiving that eventually 
we should~ueeeed, retreated shortly afterwards with the 6clatof victory, car .. 
ryiag with them all their "taluahles, aud leaving us in possession of their 
naked bold. Our loss was severe, conslstiog of about 69 killed and wounded i 
Lieutenant Collinson a.ud Ensign Hicks were severely, the former, as it 
pro1'ed, mort:i.Hy wounded. \Ve afterwatds took possess;on of Khatbke1 

oa lhe opposite side of the rifer, (5) and attempted to pursue the 
chiefs, but fount) this last impossible at auch a &e3.l!IOn. In January, a 
fall of snow, said to have been uearly five feet deep, oceu.rred at Caboo1, 
while the tbermometer feU to 13-at oae time it was 5; at Bameean it sunk 
to 10 below zero, or 42 under freezing, the first week of the year. Glluznie 
also was for some time snowed up, the cold being very severe, the snow 
lying a foot thick for weeks on end. The spirit of refJistance which every .. 
where made its appearance amongst the tribes on the return of itpring, was 
as obstinate as it w&s universal. About seven miles from Bamee&n stood a: 
number of mud forh, belonging to the tribe called Hazara.ha, on the table· 
land at the foot of the mountains which form a valley stretching away to the 
south-wes.t, Meer .?rloheb and Shah Nniseer. Beg wero th" ruling chiefs; 
of whom. the former wa.& s.upreme ; the valley was populous and well cul'· 
tivated, a.ad the people 11ad1 up to the beginning ~r March, shown every d[s .... 
position to su.pply our want,. On the l3tb1 tho Ha.zarahs not only refused 
to sell forage to the comm\$saria.t officers, but1 ba.ving assembled in consider· 
able numbers, insulted and atoned the troops sent 1n quest of it. To a
threa.t from one of our people, it was replied that we were Kaffirs, and 

5. Colonel Orcliartl'~ Despatch, 19th January. 
v 
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might bring our guns against them if we pleased. All attempts at concilia. .. 
tion having failed, a detachment was de$pafched undCT Captain Garbett, 
consisting of lwo 6-pr. guns under Lieut. lt1'l{euzie, 25 Horr.e Artillery 
Troopers as Cavalry, .SO Aifgbao Horse1nen, and 4 Companies of the 4lh 
Lighl Infantry under Captain Hay 1 to reduce them to order.. Tho 
first fort arrived at was a strong one; the occupants refused all terms, 
aDd shut their gates again&& us. The heights io front, which liad been 
covered with Ilazara.hs, were quickly carried, The artillery played 
briskly on the fort at a Ji.:ta.nce 0£ 400 yards, and in less than au 
l1our it was in our posaeseion. The garrison retired to au inuer tower and re
fused to yield. Hay ;aod straw were pi!ed up and set fire to in the lower part 
of theirr etrcat ; they still continued resolute i and 1 wl1co the fire had bllrned 
out, not a man of them was found a.live.. The womeo and cbUdrcn { 18 
in number), who bad Sf.)ugbt refuge with the men, bad scrambled to the top 
of the tower as the flames advanced, and from this, after a.ll the garrison had 
been destroyed, they were rescued with difficulty t a trooper having C1>ntrivcd 
to earty up a rope through the burning building, by which they were let 
down.(6} Our casualties amount~d to IG killed and woun<led i the enemy 
loflt about 50 killed.(7) The value of the whole property fonnd within the 
fort was about £40.; ao satisfactory explanation is given of the cause of the 
enemy'fl recusancy, or the fatal ob.stinacy of their resistance. A fiue was 
subsequently levietl on the tribe. CGnsiderable sickness had prevailed 
a.mongsl our troops, and great inconvenience been experienced by them, 
in t11e OOUl'Be of the winter, from the effects of a climate so entirely 
new to thc1u 1 and for which they had beeu ao imperfcetly prcpareJ. The 
King and Envoy, with their es:cort and suite, returned from their wioter 
quarten a.t Jellala.bad, a.nd reached Cahoot the Hrst week of April. Tho 
arrival, on the 9th ~lay, of thl} grand convoy, as it was called, from 
India, helpod, to remo•e, or to enable them to meet, those soure!!s of 
discomfort arising from climate, airea.dy deicribed. The convoy referred to 
c.onsist.ed of the 2d N. I., six depot companii!S of Ratlve regiments1 with drafts 
ot H. Af.'s 1Sth a.ad lst Euro11ean regiment, and the mouota.io traio, 
amouoting in all to 2,000 lighting men, 200 remount horses, with 800 
eamels for the use of the troops, commanded by Brigadier 'Va.lh:1.ee1 wb.o 
111.d in charge £.41:10t000 in treasure, and a vast qua~tity of public and pri .. 
vale stores. About 41000 camp followers, and 2,000 camela, attended 
it.(S) It left Ferozepore in the begiooing of Februuy, and proceetled 
io qoictt and without anno)·ance, through the Puajaub. The J(byberies 
having threatened to attack. them, General Salet with the S7tb and 4Sth 

6. Bengal I-rurkaru. 
7. B-0m.bay Time11 ?tla.y 6,-gives the same acc::onnt as the llurkaru. 
8. Hurkat·u, l\:larch 5, Delhi Gaxdtte, March 4. 
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N. I., moved down from Jellalabad to Jnmrood lo eacort them through the 
Passes. They reached 1.be former place io safety 011 the lGth of April, and 
thereafter proceeded without interruption lo Cabool. As spring advanced it be~ 
came apparent that so fa.r from our being able to withdraw any portion of tl1e 
large foroo we had left in the country, and to wbich 2,000 men had just been 
added, that a very considerable increase of their nutobers would speedily be 
requisita.(9) It was said that, at this time. the Shah could not have taken 
wah him a hundred of his own subjects into the 8eld unless bribed by Britisl1 
treasure to attend him. Around Candahar the people were in the same eon• 
dition of <liseetntent and disturba11ce as they were in Cabool and Kohistan. In 
April, the whole Ghilzie country having for some time been in a state of 
insurrection~ c11tting off the dakhs, and robbing every kafi.la betwixt Canda· 
bar a.nd Cabool, a. small party of cavalry1 under Captain Tayler of the Euro• 
peao regiment, and Captain Walk.er or the 4th Local Horse, pushed into 
the ce11tre of lbe eoemy'a f;stnesses"I and endeavoured to seil'.e Sulta.o l\.fa
homed and the Gooroo-chiefs who had been removed by Captain Outram 
the previous autumn, aod who no.w headed the rebels. Having reeeived 
nolite of onr approach, they retired to the mountains, bnt spe6dily returned 
in sueh force as to compel the aaralry to fall back on Kbela.t-i· Ghilzie. 
Here they were reinforced hy 200 infantry and 150 cavalry proeeOOiog to 
Ca.bool, under Captain Codriogtoo. General Nott having received inte.Ui• 
gence tha.t a still larger body of Ghilzies was about to a.tta.ck them, prepared 
a strenger force for their assistance.(10) On the 7th May, an ei:peditio11, 
consisting of 46 of the 4th Local Hor$e1 detachments or the Shah's I stand 
2d Cavalry, four 6·pr. guns -0f the Horse Artillery, the !ith regiment of the 
Sltah's Infantry, and another detachment-amounting to 11200 in all, of 
whotn 836 were etva.lry-eomooanded by Captain \V. Aaderson1 was dis· 
patched from Candahar to attack a body of insurgent Ghilzies;, and form a 
junction, ir possible. with Captakts "\Yalker and Tayler ; this la.st. was 
effected on the 14th.. At ·razee, neal." j{hclat-i-Ghilzie, it was reported by the 
spies that the enemy, about 2000 5troog, bad determined to give ba.ltle. Oo 
tho following day (i. e. the 16th) Captain Anderson adfanced u1•on them in 
column, tho artillery lea.diPg1 flanked by two eon1panies of the 5th Infantry, 
the main body of whicb immediately followed. Captain Cod:riogton closed 
the rear aod eovered the baggage~ The Cavalry having beea dlvided !nto 
two wings. woro directed to take a. wide sweep to tho right and left, and so 
endeavour to cut off the -retreat of tho cnemy"I. on whom they were to close i11 
so soon as the fire indicated that the action had bcg:un. lo this order the. dc
tacbo1ent marched for about five miles, wheu tbe encwy wereovortakcu, and 

9 • .D6llii Ga.te~te, Juno 13, 1840. 
10, Delhi Guett~. '!'he Garet~ account is given by au officer wiLh t.he force. 
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a.rter a sharp action were defealad and disperset.I. 011r casualties amounted 
lo 10 men killed and 30 wounded ; the enemy h•d about 100 killed.(! I) The 
fight lasted for abcut an hour1 after whieh our men continued their march 
till obligetl to halt at Tazee, in consequence of want of carriage for tlu~ 

wounded. Preparations were meanwhilo made to despatch a force from Ca .. 
bool to co-operate with the troop:1 under General Nott's command, the suc
cess of a portion of which bas jnst been related. Colonel '\Vall ace marched from 
the capita) on tlie 22d of l\lay wjth the 2d N. I. 1 two troops of' the 2od Ligllt 
Cavalry under .his comma.nd, three 9 prs. and 2 mortars. He reached Ghuznie 
in safety, and having been reio.forced by tbe addition of two companies of 
the recruit depot, the lst Light cavalry, and two.6 .. pr::t., he left on the 3lst, 
and proceeded westward. By a sudden meve, M.hookah, the fort of the principal 
rebel chief, was surprised, and taken withou.t resistance1 and afterward~ blown 
up. Our arrival had been wholly unexpectod, and the womoo and families 
of the ehiefs were almost the ooly persons found iu the stronghold.. l\Ihoo
kah is 7000 feet above tbo level or the sea1 and in the beginning of Juoe, 
quilts and blankets were required over night. Colonel '\Vallace after 
t11ia returned to camp, directing Captain Anderson, now in bis neighbour· 
hood, to join liim.(12) 

1'be combined force, nownaarly 300(} strong, pro<:eeded to destroy the forts 
of the malcontent.a in the neighbt1urhood. 1'hey experienced no f•,rther re
sistance for the present. "\Vholloo I{hao and Marroo Khan, as well as a Vi· 
zler of the latter, remained in ou.r hands as prisoners: several of the others 
were behcaded.(13) Colonel '\V •lla.eeahortly afterwards returned to Gbu;r;uie 1 

when lhe 2d N. I. 1 a squadron of the 2d Cavalry, half Abbott's Battery1 aud 
2 mortars, were directed to remain at the disposal of General Nott. l{ela.t .. 
i~ Ghilzie, 80 mllea eastward from Ca.nda.ba.r, was oecu.pied by Captain \Vood· 
horn's eorps, the Shah's 5tb Regiment, 4 guns, and 300 of Qhdstie's 
Hone,. who were directed to remain till the beginning of winter. The con-" 
&ideration of the affairs of Scinde and Bel.oochistan-where insurrection 
showed a still more formidable front than to the eastward of Qnettah-is 
postponed till afterwards: U forms a perfectly independent epis0Je1 which 
will be taken up when the present aet of thl.'J Afi'ghan drama is closed by 
the surrender of Dost Mahomed. 

On the 3d of July, the Nawab J ubbar Khan, with Mabommeu Akram l{h .. , 

11. Captain And.arson'~ despatch,. Bombay Times, 17th llay 18.£1: also A91•a 
Ukll.b(J//'; Hurkaru~ 12th, a.nd Englishman. 20th, June 1840. 

12. Delhi GaKette. 
13• .An nnnoymous 'vrlter in the Agra Ukhbar, datod 23d Jnne, states, that. 

" three of the chiefs who made themselves- over to :Lieutenant Nicholson and 
Sha.hzada. Timou1'1 had their heads struck off j a.nd now;' says. ho, "the coantry 
is delsertod and the crops standing : but worse tlta.n all, the .B'l·itis/i, IVo:rd, wlLich 
"·as heretofore isacred everywho1-o, is defiled a.ud rotted in the dust.11 
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and Sheik Ali KhaD\ sons of tte Dost : together with the most of the other 
membera of the Ex-Ameer•s family, arrived at Ba.mcean 1 and placed them .. 
sel res under our protection. The old Chief himself, aod his sons Afzul and 
Ukhbar, were still confined at .Bokhara; Azim Khan, a younger ~001 had 
jeined us some time before. The family, amounting at this time ta 250, in., 
eluding attendants, were directed to proceed to Ghuznie: it was understood 
tba.t Quettab was meant to have been their place of destination. On tbe aur~ 
render of the Dost three months afterwards, they accompanied him lo India, 
where they remained front Cbristaia.s 18-10 till Christmas 1842, when they 
were released ftom captivity. The '\Vullee of J{hooloom seut an ambassa· 
dor tendering fricqd.ship to the Shab. Soojah. Jubbar Khan, on his arrival 
at Cabool1 was very kindly received by the envoy and minister, who offered 
him the sa1ne terms as those origin ally proposed : that is, that he should 
ba.ve bis estates reltored to him and dw.ell in Affgha.nistan1 provided 
be remained faithful to us~ From this date, up to the present time, lie 
continued to reside at his fort of Kill;i Cazee, near the capital,-never 
throughout all the troubles in wliieh his eountry was involved, when scarcely 
an Atfghan failed to ta.k:e advantage of our diffieulties1 forfeiting the c:harac
ter by which be bad been known from the period of our earliest acquaintance 
with him1 of« The GooJ Nawab-the Fcringees• Friend." 

'Ve IQUst now return to the peraonal a.d11entures or Dost A-la.homed, whose 
flight from Urgundah, aod escape aeross the Hindoo J{oosh, has been described 
in & previous chapter. On his a.rrival at l{hooloorn, he was handsomely 
received and hoapitably entertaiued by the chief. Ex.eept the threatened 
incursion on Bameean by the Uzbegs, and the discontented spirit manifested 
by the Hazoarahs, oo demonstration was made for a period in his favour to 
the nortlnvard. 'Vinter wa$ too close at hand indeed i and the eonsteroa .. 
tion which our apparently irresistible suc.cess had oeea.sjooed, too general to 
permit any military operation to be thonght of by the Ex-Arneer before the 
return of spring. He wrote, ia the me.an time, to the King of Bokhara, 
inviting him, as one of the Lights of Islam, to assist in expelling the accursed 
Kaffi.rs. They were to ah.a.re the spoil betwixt them ; a.nd it was urged that 
the Shah Shoojah aud the Feringees, unless routed, would not fail to over .. 
run the countriea on the Oxus.(l4) The liing replied in veryeordial terms, 
directing a vak.eel or ambassador to be sent to him. Mirza Sa.mi Khan 
having been deputed in this capacity, was directed to write Dost l\hhomed, 
giving hiln the warmest assuranceg of sympathy and assistance. Troops and 

14. These str.i.temeuls aro given oo the authot'ity of Dr Atkinson: who, with .. 
out ltny appearance of disbonesty,is prejudiced agah1st the Ba.ruluyes-ercdu· 
lous and carelos:s in his statements to a. degree, -Expedition, p. 329. Other 
accoo.nt.s, referred to above, state that the l>ost was on his way to Persia when 
atrcst.cd. Di· Atkillson, however, is in this likely to be correct. 
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money were to be supplied him so soon as a personal inter\'ie'ft'., to conclude 
arr.inge1nents:, could be obtaiaed. I>ost 1'i-:labomed on receipt of this, set out for 
Bokhara in the end of Nov. 1889, with his eon.s Ukbbar, Afzul, and Sum· 
muuder Khan.. Ou their arrival at Bokhara. the King was profuse in his 
professions of frieodship,-entreatiog th&t the Dost should send for his 
family, that their alltance might be still m.ore closely and firmly eernent.<l.: 
he wrote at the same time to the 'Vullee of Khooloom, requesting him to 
forward them by foroo or fraud, without respeet to their wishe~. It hac.I by 
this time become apparent that the professions of the Bokhara chief wero 
hollow and defosive • that ho wished to get bis old enemy Into his hands, 
partly with a view to revenge-chiefly from a desire to plunde:r him of bis 
last remaining property. The Dost wrote an open letter to Jubbar Khan, 
directing a.rrangcments to be made to have tlle wishes or tbe King complied 
with: he sent a secret order at the same tint.a, tolling his brother to put 
every member of the family to death rather than entrust them tt> the tender 
mercies of the Bokhara chief! The Nawab, uncertain how to act, and dis· 
trusting lhe "\Vullec, thought it better to enter into a correspondence with 
the British Government than to remain for an indefinite period in the dan ... 
gcrouo position in which he now stood. Nec;ociations were in progres' in 
March, and ended, a.s already mentioned, in the surrender of his brother's 
family oarly in July. So soon as the King of Bokhara. became aware that 
the fraud intended to have been practised by bim had beon di.scovere~ and 
in some measure frustrated, he laid aside the mask of friendship, and 
threw the Ex-Amffr and his soos into prison~ The Dost, meanwhile, 
applied f()r and received .assistance in his extremity from the Kba.n of Kookn1t 
on the Persian border; who hiving first used remonstranees and entreaties, 
aflervrards reserted to arms,-eaphrred some forts, and was in full march 
towards Bokhara, when tl1e King pretended. to relent ~-he promised to 
release his prisoner on eoo.dition of hostilities being suspended,. but at the 
same time retained him in close confinemont, threateoing his life should he 
attempt t() get away. Early in Jaiy, beaucceeded in making his escape under ~ 

cireumstanees of great difficulty and. danger.(15) Directinc- his course 
towa.rda Khooloom, ayiated hy his soa Afzul [(hall, he proooeded to stir up 
the country to undertake a holy war agalnst us, promising that the W!lllee 
should be his vizier could he succeed io recovering Ca.boo!, 

Between Bameean and Cahoot lie the di1dticts of l{oh-i-Damun and Ko
histao. There were at this time no parts of the Doorannee empire more 
hostile than l11ose to the authority of t110 Sbab Soojah. Yet1 oo our 
arrival in the eountry in July 1839, it was here tho l{ing found bis stoute.st 

15. Dr Atkinson's·Expeditioa.1 &c., p. 337. The \Vhola of the advcnlur~s 
conuocted with Ute escape, which are too long for quota.Lion, 1vill be fou.nd tn 
DI- Atkinson's Work. 
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friends. u It was in those districts that Dost l\fahomed ruled with 
a rod of iron. lie put to death. most of the Chiefs ; he quadrupled 
the revenues drawn from them. His policy was to sow dissension 
amongst tbem, and be succeeded : it was tb.e only C:iatriet of the 
country where the name of tile ex·ruler was execrated when tlie Shah 
Scojah ascended the throne. One would have supposed that luue1 at 
)east, his Majesty•a Government would have found fa\'our ; and the 
1nore sot as the Kobistanees flocked in nllmbers to welcome him on 11is eri
ginal entrance into Cabool-J;iJ'pressing the strongest feelings of loyally and 
devotion. Dy the month 0£ }fay, 18<10, a miserable change had beea pro
du.<icd io tbeir rentiments. The Governors appointed under the Suddoyze 
rule demanded duties which were unwual and e1orbitant, iJ.nd exacted taxes 
the king had just declared to l1ave become obsolete. The population of 
whole districts bad fled to tbe l1iUs to avoid oppression. 1Vhen complaints 
were preferred, the complainants were thrown inlo prison i and wken telll
potary redres:s lta:s forced by tl1e dircet interposition of our authority, all the 
aets of petty tyranny whicl1 had for a time beeo interrupted \Vere again re .. 
newed. At the time of the escape of Dost J;Iahomed, the feeling throughout 
these exteosive districts was feverish in the extreme; and the .Envoy was 
waraed, by Sir A. B11roes, that an insurrection might break. out any day 
in that part of tbe country where circumstances had originally given his Ma
jesty the moit trusty poition of his subjects."(16) It was here, then, that 
Dost ~1abomed looked for assistance; and no sooner was it known that he 
was mustering troops Lo the northw;u·d &ban the whole country prepared 
itself to rise ia bis favoura The Chiers of Khoondooz and Khoolooin,. who ha<l 
Just before :(Cot Ambasaadors prolferiog friends11ip to us, altered their views. 
and allied themselves to the fortunes of the Ameer. Besides our mishaps in 
Scinde and Bt=loochistan, variona wi11a.dventurefi at this time befel us, cal
culated to excite or embolden seditioD. A fort, commanding one of the 
principal 11a.sses into Toorkistan, bad been quietly given up to Captain 
Garbett, then on an explorh1g expeditioo, aod was deemed of impartince 
enough by the poUt.iea.ls to he permanently retained. Captain Hay wa. 
directed to occupy it with five companies of the Shah's infantry, one com
pany of which was stationed at Bameeao, the others at Syghan, He arrived 
on the 4th of J 1.1ly, and took cha.rge without th& assistance of auy other 
European officer. Matters at first went on quietly~ but shortly afterwatds, 
disaffection making its appearance, a reinforcement was sent for to Syghan, 
"here Lieut. Golding commanded. Ca.ptaio Hay, meanwhile, fell sick;, and 

16. The portion. of the te~t marked by inverted oommal!I is takon, with slight 
abridgmeut, from a. memorial br Sir A. Burnes, dated Aug. 7, 1840, addressed 
to the .Bnvoy. We shall ba.ve irequentocca.sioo to quote this very ro.""Dnrka.ble 
P~P' r. 
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ju1lg:ing) from his information, th1t I.ieut. Golding would ba on his way 
with asshtance crossing the Dundan Shekan Pass on the lst inst,1 despatched 
two companies, a.tout 10-0 in all, under a serjeant1 to meet hi10. They 
halted during tl1e night opposite a fort, wl1ich they supp'>sed to be friendly ;. 
at day.dawn the occupants of the hold, probably rnistaking the unexpected 
visitors fer .assailaotg, fired upon them. The setjeant aod bis little band re
turned the fire and retired, but had, unfortunately, to pass through a narrow 
defile where the enemy crowded the heights to the amount of about 300. 
Our mtn kept steadily together a.nd retired in perfect order, but this was a·il 
they could effect. 'fheybad 13killed1 a.nd27 ivounded; when a detachment 
being sent out by Capt. Hay to their assistance they retu.rned without further 
obstruction. A couple of mortars, and as many 6·pounders, left Bameean 
on the lst inst. to reinforce Syghaa. But the quarrel just described \Vas 
settled by conference-the Chiefs agreeiug to cede one of thi:iir forts ta us,
so no further hostilities took place. The whole of our outposts in this 
quarter were .shortly afterwards abandoned.. About this time, Captain 
MtGregoY' having sent 1,.500 of the Shali'6 Affghans against a place north 
of Jellalabad~ they were defeated, lost their guns and 100 of their men-200 
going over to the enemy. So insecure did the Shah himself feel, that 
having prepat'ed to liltart on a trip into Koh·i·Damun, thirty miles from his 
~a.plta.l~ the Chiefs objer.ted, and he was obliged to abandon h.is purpose, and 
retnrn his teots into storc.(17) The Seikhs who had been detected. giving 
harbourage to the Gbilzie refugees some months before, were now proved by 
intercepted letters to have promised or forwarded supplies o( money to Dost 
Afahomed; while a conspiracy was d.is<!overed io C'ahool bJ Sir A. Burnes, im· 
plicatiog a11nost all the first men in the city and surrounding countrjes in s. 
plot to subvert the Suddoyze dynasty,. and drive us from the eountry. (18) 
Arms p.od ammunition were purchased up in great. quantities in Ca.bo-ol, and 
forwarded to the Camp of the ex-Ameer, while large bodies of .tl1c citizens 
and fighting men in the ucighhourhood joined the insurgent standard. The 
En~oy was so greatly alarmed· that he retired with his family and suite· 
into the Bala llissar or citadel,. whero mortars and howitzers were placed in 
a position to command the town in case of emergency. At one time it 
wa.s believed that we shonld require to abandon au our outposts and 
concentrate on the capital till assistance should reach us. At Ghuzuie. 
the guniJ in the citadel were loaded, and kept pointed in the direction 
whence :tpproaeh of danger was apprehended. Tho European regiment 
aud 4Sth N. I., stationed at J ellalabad, were ordered up to Cabool. Cap .. 

17. Private note by Sit A. BurncsJ d:l.ted 22d Aug., written on a copy ofth~ 
report se11t up to the Envoy, found amongst his posthu111ou.s papers. 

!8. lbiil1 nt aupra. 
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ta.in ?\.fcGregor's rni$hap wa~ $peedily r~trieved. Lieutenanl·Colonel 
'\Vhet!:ler1 in conjuoction with Captain AieGregor, marched on the l9th 
against the refractory Kudjah chiefs. His force consisted of 340 of 
the Jst European regiment, anJ. 90 of the 48th N. I., with one 
6·pounder of the Shah's artillery. There was much difficulty and delay 
in bringing the gun to the seeoe of action. A fort situated on 
their flauk greatly annoyed them by ita fire. AnoLhert wblch stoOd 
right in the line of their operations, was carried in brilliant style by 
the Grenaoier.s of tbe 48th- under Lieutenaat Paterson. The gun was now 
run up to the gate of tbe Jargest f'ort, which was instantly b1own open; 
the enemy flying, panic struck, through every aperture by which they could 
makC their escape. The fort first rnentioaed as annoying the lert flank in 
its advance, next fell into our hands,. and so on till 6~e of these strong-holds 
\Vere in our possessioa. Our casualties amounted to S killed anil 16 
\founded. The enemy, Goding resistance hopeless, sueJ. for term1,
which were couceded them on hostages being granted ;-they were 
1aitl to have lm;t 80 rnen in the dcfcncct including two chiefa. On the 
?Oth of August, Af.t.ul Khan, eldest soa of Dost li;l.thomed, came down 
on Bajgah with abont OOO hot"sc. Captain Codriagton had co1nmaod of 
this advanced post, which. was occupied by 20Q of the newly raised Janbai; 
or Affghan levies, with the Ghoorktis Ot' sepoys from Ncpaul already 
referred tu. The Janbaz horsemen being without European officers, were 
headed by Lieutenant Rattray, political assistant to Dr Lord. 'l'be enemy 
were twice charged anti driven off the field. {19.) A hazardous advance in 
pursuit of the Uzbegs bad a.t first been detern1ined oa, but intelligence 
having reached, in the eourse of the evening, that l1eibuk, the stronghold 
of a friendly chief in our front, ha.d fallen into the hands of the enemy, it 
was -resolved to commence a retreat on Syghan dudng the nigbt, !f,nd 
unite with Captain IIopkinJJ, commanding the Affghan regiment, and 
Captain Garbett's horse artillery; tbe whole of Dost l\fahomed's troops 
being noW' at liberty to attack our outposts. Fro'tn Syghan, having saved 
the public baggage and trea.1ure-1 but having sacrificed a l<irgc quantity of 
private property on the way, they returned oa Bameean ant.1 proceeded to 
fortify themselves far immediate defence till assistance should reach 
thetn from Ca.boo!. '!'he force amounted to 2000 men, with 12 guns i but 
of these one half were .Aft'ghaus ready to join the Dost the mouient he came 
sufficiently near to permit desertion.(20) On the way fro111 Syghan their con· 

li.l. Dellti Ga:.ette~ September 23. 
20. Letter of Sir Alexander .BurneS', Ca.boo], Sept.embc~ i.-Fourth troop 

31·d Brigade Hcnga.l l{orse Artillery, four of the Shah.'~ gun~, two mol'tan1, 
:u1d 460 &trghan hori:;e, w1t.h the foNa t'""ll back fr-0-m the outposts mentioned 
ill the tcxt.-llotnbay '.l.'imes, 14th October, 1840. 
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duct was j_n tbe last deg_r(te mutinous and disorderly; aud on t.heir·arrlval a-t 
~~l,ll~&n _one company .march(td .out with .their arm.s and a.ceoutr_c~ents and 
:went over to the camp of the enemy; the rernainder, to the amouat of 500 
or 600, were disa-rmeJ and ordered to return to Cabool. On the 7tb 
S"ptember, C.olonel Dennie, witl1 the 35th N. I., tbe Shah's 4th regiment, 
;i;o.d 160 of An<ler:soo's horse, left Cabool to reinforce Bameeao- Oo the 
1 lth, while on his bl.a.tch, he re.ceived an express from Dr Lord apprising 
him of the desertion of Captatu Hopkins's Affghans, and intilnating that 
Dost Mah~med, with his son Afzul Khan, tho VYullee of Khooloom, •ntl 
.~oma thousands of the tribes, had adva.nced to and captured Sygh.an lm .. 
mediately na its. abandonm.ent by os1 and that the enemy were within 30 
miles of Bameean. Haiiog preased through the Gurdan Dawal defile, a. 
aeeond despatch of still greater urgency was received, intimating that t.h~ 
ei:·Ameerhadresolved to return to Bameeaa and occupy the passes, so as to 
prevent 1.be junction of 011r troops. In order t.o frustrate this, Colonel 
Dennie resolved to occupy the I rack. pass, and the same day the crest of the 
mountain, 131000 feet above the sea, was gaioed, and both its sides care .. 
fully gu~rded. Ba.rneeao wa.s now .safe, and only twenty miles off~ the troops 
being on the eamc side with it of thii;i v~st unbroken chain of mountains. 
}Jere they remained just long enough to collect their supplies, left s~mewhat 
behinathem. by the rapiJity oftheirmovements,and tbodifficulty oftbe grou~d 
they required to tra.verae. Fresl1 entreaties for advance induood 9ol. Dcn~ie 
to press on by forced marches to Bameea.a, where be arrived on the 14th. 
Having drawn out the Ghoorka~, he disarmed Captain IIopkina's regjment, 
who, although loaaed 1 offered no resistance. This has been roferred to ab~ve. 
Finding nu enemy in the neighbourhood, he proceeded to make arrant~· 
meats fol' an advance upon SyghaD. This turned out unnecessary, the 
Uzbega being now close at hand. On the evcriing of tlt.e l 7lh, information 
was r~ceived that Dost l\fa.homed aud hls Uzbeg allies, undtr the \V ullee 
of J{hooloom, w~re entering the valley from the great defile aeyea. mites in 
front of Baweea.n, 1'hey were not discouraged in their approach, in order tha:t 
they might be drawn welt up tbe valley, into a position favourable tor. O~! 
operations. On the morning of the 18th, a fortified village which had claims on 
our protection haviog boon attacked by them) it became imp~ratiYe on us to 
drive them off. It was reported that the Dost•a troops a!}lounted only to a 
few hundreds....-it turned out that they numbered from six to ten. thousand 
fighting men. Relying on the correctness of the under.staLement, one- third 
of the force, with a 6-pr. gun and howitzer, was all that were taken out. 
These consisted of 230 of the 25th N. I., 27-0 Ghoorkas, SO of Anderson's 
Ilorse, aod 200 Janbazes-800 in all. The enemy had got possession of 
the ehai.n of forts in front, and Colonel Dennie was not a little surpris"d to 
find tbem ten times as numerou!I as had been reprejented. To baye retired, 
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or waited for reinforcements, wcnld ha.\le bden tata.1, so they wer& imme .. 
diately charged and driven from their position. The a.rtillery praeti~e was 
beautifu1 1 and our grape and sbrapnell t.old Cearfully on their crowded masies. 
They rallied tour or five times, but seeing our steady and rapid l!ldvan'Ce; 
they lost heart, broket and fted pell-mell towards the pass. 

The cav~lry~ consistjng ot 80 of Andersori.'s Horse, 200 J a.nba.zes, and 40 
or 50 of Dr Lord's and Captain Conolly1s escort-about 330 in all-were now 
lot slip, and cut up vast numbers of the tlving Uzbegs. The deserters from 
Captain Ilopkins's regiment were drawn up as lit!,llt infantry-no mereyw:t'I 
shewn tl1em by tl1eir former comrades. The allied troops dispersed them .. 
selves in all directions over tho hills-the pursuit continued for four miles, 
and when Dost ~lahomcd w.1.3 last seen, he was wounded ia the thigh, and 
had not 1nore thiin 200 bnrsemen along with ·him. The ex-Ameer and bis 
•on, with the Wulleti of Khooloom·, owed their escape. wl1ich was a narrow 
one,. entirely to t110 fleetness of their horses. Their only gun, kettle
drums, tents, standards) and baggage ren into our bands.. The ca.s1.1.&lties· of 
the eoemy are said to have exceeded 500 killed and Wounded. Our loss: 
amounted to 501 of whom six only were killed. For more tllan a week no 
tidiugs could be obtained of the Dost or 'VuUee, but apprehensions being 
entertained that they might be endeavouring to re .. assemble their scattered 
for<ics at Syghau, 37 miles from llameeau, Colonel Dennie made prepara
tions to move out and disperse t11em. Oa tbo morning of tl1e 22d, he 
m3rcbed with S a .. pr. guns, a:.nd l 12-pr. howitz;er, six: companies of th& 
35tb .N. I., six more of the Ghoorka battalion·~ 100 of Anderson's Horse, 
200 Janbazesj 3nd 100 Hazara.h pioneeta-1500 in all.(21} Oh reaching 
Akurabad a.t the end of the tirst dily'l!l march, he learaed that the allies had 
passe'd that place after th~ir defeat, and pushed forward without halt to 
HyatoA;, where a· garrison was left, and continued· their onward flight. The 
fo1lowing afternoon he reached Hya.too, and !lading it aba'Odoned, set fire to 
it :-here he learned that the fugitives ha:J pushed Oil past Syghac, and 
that the· garrison they had left behind them had fled. This fort was next 
approached and oceupied; it was-found most difficult of acce3s1 a.nJ capable 
of maiotainii:Jg a determined and protracted defence. So precipitate had 
been tbe retreat of the Uzb$gs on hearing of 011r approach, that they had 
left behind them the whole of the stores, tents, and arms, property., publie 
an:J private, wl1ieh had been abandoned by onr tt·oops, on their retreat 

21. The detaila of the above open.tions a1•e t:tken fi:-om Colonel. Dennie'a· 
despn.tcbes. He da.te.1 from Syghan the 27th, mE=:ntic'Jning· tha.t it bad ta.k~n 
him two da.ys to reaeh this from Bameean. He st.a.tes that"he left on the 27th; 
tlle two a.re irreooncl.lea.ble, so the date of his despa.toh has been .a.ltered to th.a 
25"th. ue·was 'back at Da:meea.n 3=~1"h" Oii tb&-"lSt O.et.; pri.va.te letters state 
that he reached on the- 24tlt. lie· says, u Syghaa.- was 1tronger thaa. 
Ghuznie." 
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towards Bameean, three weeks before. On the 25Jtli, an ambti'lsa.Jor from 

tbe W ttllee waited on Dr l.1Qrd \Vith overtures of peacet anJ Colonel 
Dennie resolved to remain wher6 he w.a.s till negociatio11<1 were eom.pleted. 
Dost l\1ahomed appeared to have been for the tirue east off from the U zbegii., 
of \Vhotn there were 5500 in a valley 30 miles fro1n Sygban. Or. the 29th 
September our army returned to Bamee.in, the term~ proposed to tlte \Vullce 
having been eonceded him. The Dost having made his appearanee at 
Heibuk, \Vas refused all further assistance, and D() cour~e appeared to b$ 
left to him hut to surrender himself into our hand~. Tbe duty on whiclt 
Colonel Denn~e and bis gallant little band had been ilispa.tched having been 
thus glorionsly e:<eeoted, they returned to Cabool on the ISth Oetober. 
Thi.s serie3 of operations betwixt lho l Ith and 30th September, was one of the 
most important, and by far tl10 1nost brilliant, "'·hich h:i1l yet. occupied 011r 

troops in Affghanistan. l•'rom circumltances ne\'er sati11faoto.rUy ex::
plainet11 tl1e whole of the d-esj)atehe1 of Colonel D~ooie relating to the1n, 
excepting that giving an account of the ha.ttl0 of Ilarncuan, wete exclude<) 
from the Gazette. It was the Cllitom. with L1Jrd Keane and Sir \Villoughhy 
Colton to avenge themsel11es: 011 officers out of fa.vonr 'vith tbem, by passing 
them 011er in the Gazelle or $t1ppressiog their despa.tches-a systein subse
quently practised by General No.tt, and permitted to pass uneensured. Col. 
Dennie was offered tl•e $e.:;iond cla!!-s Doorannce Order for the most brilliant 
exploit performed. dnring the wa.r: he declined it. (22) lie had before de
clined the offer of the U1irJ class Orderf with whic.h he had been insulted fo~· 
the storming of Ghuznie. b-Ieanwhile1 operations equally active, but in all 
respects widely different in their results, had been in progress to the 
westward. On the 29th September Sir R. Sale marched at daylight from 
his camp at Ro-hat to attack the fort of ToOtundurra, at the entrance of the 
Ghorebund Pass. His foree consisted of tier 1\iajesty's 13th, two com
panies 27th, and flank companies 37th N. I., two squat.Irons of tl1e 2d 
_Beoga.l Cavalry, and the Shah's 2d ca11alry, which joined at Charekar1 five 
miles in advance, a couple of 6-pr3., aod three 9-prs. l'he cavalry were in ad
vance. On arriving at Tootundurrah the enemy were fouad very strongly 
posted. A village, surrounded by garJ.en walls, and defended by a small 
fort, with several detached towers, eon1manded the uneven ground from 
whicl1 the steeps ascend which_ wall in the pass. A chain of detached forts, 
within musket shot of ea.eh other, and of the 11illa.go respectively, extended 
to tL.e eastward. One of the forts was peculiarly strong. 'l'be rear or 
northward of this position was protected by a deep canal along the high 
ground, the valley beyond being eovered with gardens. A party of the 

22. colonel Dennie's letter to Sir \V. Cotton, da.ted Cabool, '23d October; 
aho private lett.ers.-~·aser'.s Ma,qazir.e, a.nd Bombay Times, · 
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-enemy was drawn up in front, protecte1l by a mound; a seconJ party occu• 
pied the face of the hill t0: tl1e weJt. 'fbe forts were all ga.rrisoned by 
1natehlock meo, which maintained a hot fire upon ll'> :1.'$ we advanced. 
Strosg parties, with artHlcryl were detached to clear the l1ills, and take the 
enemy in flankt and to get possesiion of two detached forts on t11e right· 
These having been completdly successful, tlie principal column moved down 
upon the: village. (2'3) The enemy were dc~eated, anll compelleJ to retire 
from aJl their position~, and. by l I o'clock the wbole of their strongholds 
were in our po&JJe11sio11. The !'ll'tillcry t as usual, rained <lestruation on our 
opponents, and left them without tnca.ns of resistance or hope of suecess4 
'Ve had six privates killed 1-the only ollicer who fell wa.s Captain Edward 
Conolly. '[hree brothers of this tillented family lost their lives during the 
_.\ff'gl1an wat-.Captain John died at Cabool in July 18J2, and Captain 
Arthor, the traveller, was shortly after rnurdercd at Bokha.ra along with 
Colonel Stoddart. The whole of the Tootundurrah forts were, at the sug
gestion of Sir Alexander Burne.jll, who accompanied the force, destroyed. 
Sit R. Sale having been informed by the Political Agent that a. number of 
the rebel chieftains had taken refuge at the fort of Jugla1 16 miles from his 
camp at Chareekar, Captain Anderson, with two squadrons of the Shah':ii 
cal'alry, thejanbaies, and 500 Doorannce horse-a.bout 1000 cavalry in all, 
were des.patched under Captain Sanders witl1 a. 'View· to snrround and pre
vent the escape of the chiefs until the slower moving infantry and artillery 
shonld be able to get np and attack. the place. They marched soou after 
midn igbt, and by sunrise of the 3d of Ot:tober the fort was completely 
inveAted.. By ien A.M., the General with Her Majesty"s l3th, two corn .. 
paaies of the 27lh and 37th Native Infantry, two sqn&drons of the 2d 
cavalry, arrived, antl in two 11t:111ts more one 24-pr. bowitzer, three 9 and 
two6-prs. had joiaed ~ the mortars, which had been detained by the badness 
of the roads, did not get into position till late in the afternoon. A severe 
cannonade was maintained betwixt one and t'hree P.u., when the breach 
being considered practicable they proeeeded to storm. Four officers of 
11.I\-t!s l3th for some time maintaided themselves on the sununit of the wall 
with such determined gallantry a.s to call forth the eheers of all their com .. 
rades in the thii;kest of the fight. (2..a) 'rhe enemy crowned the crest of the 
sbattered wall, and poured in so hot a fire, and offered sueh siout re .. 
si.sta11ee, that the storming party was compelled to retire with Joss,-the 
breach being quite i111pr.acticable, as was a.fter\vards iscertain.ed fuUy. They 
tqok refuge in the adjoining ravine until recalled to camp. The 

23. Sir R. Sales' a despatch of29th September, I 840. 
24. Theae were Brevet-1\.Iajor Kershaw (killed on rctrea.t from C3.bool). 

Lieutenant a.nd Adjutant Wood~ Lieutenant Edward King (who aft.erwa.rds 
fell gloriously at Tezeen), and Lieutenant G. \Vade. 
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garrison, ~\otwithstaruling all- the preeaut.ions ma.de use of to secure tbem, 
made good thelr retreat ; and the fort l1aviog thus been evacuated, "'.'AS taken 
possession of by our men a httlea.fter dusk-7 P. M. Our casualties amo11ated. 
to 5-0 in killed and wounded. On the morning of the l3th, information was 
recei'fed that Dost I\-fabomed had come through tlte Gborebund Pass at Too
tLmdu.rrah, and taken up his qua.rters 15 iniles from our camp : his oaltJe 
were de1Ctibed a11 so eDtirely knocked up., that it was suppo<.ied a. squadron 
of cavalry might intercept and cut off his retreat. Lieutenant Dowson, with 
500 Affghan horseJ was immediately despatched on this dnty, but found 
he was too late. the ex.·Ameer haling-1 a few hours before, left for Nijrow, 
20 miles ea.at ofCbareekar. Nex.t mo?'ning a whole company of Lieut. Afaulets 
K.olbil.'tanees went over to their old ruler, and fears were entertained that the 
rest would follow. Our troops were encamped at Chareekar when information 
was received tha.t the Dost had crossed the valley, ap11arently intending to 
move on Ca.boo}, whose safety, considering the temper of the peoplo in and 
around it, began to occasion serious unev.sines.a. A position wae aeoordingly 
taken up by our troops on the l6th at l{arabagh, with a view of eovoring 
and protecting the capital. On the l 7th, they proceeded to attack the fort 
of Derve4i!sh Khan, one of the most respeetable and consistent of the friends 
of the late ruler. A loog detour was made to avoid some difficult marching 
ground, aod when the fort was a.ttained, it waa found empty. The walls 
and bastions were blown up and the stronghold destroyed. On the night 
of the ISth~ the enemy assembled after dark within 120 yardJ of our e.a.mp, 
and contit1ued for three hour& ta pour io upon us a elose but ill-directed fire, 
whichcou1d not be replied lo, b,!ll from which little damage was surita.ined.(25) 
On the 19th, the remainder of tbe 37th N. I. and three 9·pounders joined. 
On the 20th, preparations were made to attack the strong village of l{an
darrah, occupied &s was understood by from 600 to 1000 of the insurgents. 
It waa situated eloae under the inferior range of the Lugbman mountaioa 
by which Koh-i·Da.mnn is bounded on the west. Immediately to the south 
is the village of Be5dackt and the groves, vineyards, and gardens of the tlfo 
places cover a portion of tbe bill side, ineasuring abo11t two miles north aad 
11outb 1 and half as mucb from east to west. The gardens are~ as usual, cul
tivated in terraces like a flight of gigantic steps: each houge was a. distinet 
little fort, loopholed and garrisoned; while numerous towers Df great strength 
were seattered about : the place, in fact, was of very great strength, and if 
ordioari1y well defended, could only have been captured at a hea'1'y sacrifice 
of life. Fortunately, while we were encatnped within sight of them, the 
people took to quarrelling amongst themselves. The warrior portion of the 
inhabitants refo.sed to fight, and on the night of the 20th movetl o!f·; the 

2$ • .Bnglisluwm, 9th December. 
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rest felt so alatmed anti dispirited that they all disper1ed, and on the fore· 
noon of the 21at we aet fire to the houses, d'"troyed the gardens, and levelled 
the villages i ·and Oll the 22.d iaoved to the ntlrth of Ak Sel'ae to resume tl1e 

observation of the Cabool roatl. At this time a force of the 3d Shah's 
l(lle1at~i-Ghilzie Corps, and two Shah's guni=, marched from Ca.boot and. 
11urprised Istalif by a night rnareh. -The 3rd Shah's joined us from Pnr
wan shortly afterwards. In this position our troops remained for 
about a wee"k1 when they adva.uced towards Nijrow on bearing tl1at the 
Dost had come out of the valley with a small fore.a wl!icll was hourly in
creasing. On the lst November they reached tho fort of Moor lllusjedee, 
where more exact intelligence than had hitherto bean obtained or the move
ments of t11e ex-Ameer was proeured. He had advanced towards Purwan 
Durrah, a small valley traversed by a clear rapid stream, and sprinkled over 
whh orchards and nuinerous forts. Hitherwrard the following mornjng 
m.oved our troops. The advanced guard consisted of 2 6-pr guns under 
Lieutenant \Va.rburton, four companies of l:l.l\l,'s 13th under l\1ajor Ker· 
shaw1 the two fiank. companies or the 37th, and one company of the 
27th N. I. 1 under Lie11tenant Rhind of the former corps; two squadrons 
of the 2d Bengal Light Ca.va.lry, and 200 of the Shah's 2d Ilorse; 110 .. 

der Capt3in Anderson,-the whole being under the command of Colonel 
Salter. The troops moved at daybreak. on the 2d Nov.: the 1norning was 
serene and beautiful, the co11ntry in the highest degree ptcturesque i but 
the rl>&d was intersected with cuts, canals, and water eourses, and was difficult 
in the extreme. Between eight and oinet the Gora.bund river was crossed> 
the gnos having been got over with great difficulty. On a!cending the 
hills beyond, a fort opened fire on the advance, a.nd compelled them to furm 
line.. By this time the villagers were flocking in from every quarter, in. 
treating protection from the army of Dost ~1ahomed1 said to be plnoder• 
ing them in all directions and preparing to decamp. (26) •rho fort3 and 
'Villages as weadtanced were rapidly evacnated by the enemy, wlu~ were seen 
retreating towards the bills. Tb.eir numbers werecompnted at 3500 foot and 
500 horse. (27) Dr Lord• who accompanied Col, Salter, having intimated 
that tho cavalry~ by proceeding in advance, wotild be able to cut oft' a. por"!" 
tiou of tbe fllgitivas, the 2d cavalry were or~ered to skirt the hill on the. 
right, while tb$ left of the pa1s was occupied by Anderson's horse. The 
infantry follow$(], but w.ete greatly retarded in their movements by the guru, 
which were impeded by the waler courses. Th~ cavalry, h;iviog got a: mile or 

.so abead of the maia body, we.re attacked by a d.eta.cbment of aho11t 200 Aft' .. 
ghan horsll!", believed to be headed by the el~Ameer in person. Liae having 
been formed, Capt. Fraser, who commanded the right, ordered the troopers to 

'26. Correspondent in tho Delhi GazetM, No\"'ember 22. 
27. GcuCl'a.l Sale's despateb, 2J. November.-Govar11111ene G1.1zotu. 
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draw and cl1arge. The first troop hesitated, and the men began to fall back by 
eights or tens. The officers were so completely occupied by the enemy a.dvane .. 
h1g at a dow but determined pace, and uow close upon them, that they merely 
called out lo the men to come on, little anticipating that they were to ha.'e 
all the battle to themselves. Obser\·iog, when too late, that they wero about 
to be left without support from their men, who had now b~gun to move oft' 
by threea and fours, aud scamper like a floek of 1hcep before a force uot 
superior to them in nun1berst Captains Fraser and I>o,nsonby in vain used 
e\•ery effort to bring thetn on to the charge ; in vain they e~horted, in
trcated, and iruploteJ the1n d11ri11g the fe·w· moments permitted. them. Cap .. 
tain Fraser at length exelaimeJt u I never saw such coward.s, we rnust go 
alone.'' The Affgha.a 11orsc were now amongst OU4 ~avering or retiring 
rankRI. Dost ?\.Iahorned Jed hig.rnen down the hill., calhng u In the name ot' 
God and the prophet, fight and drive the Feringee Caffirs from tbe land, or L 
ato go11.e." 'fbe European officers ;.!ready aameJ, together with Lieut., Crispin, 
Cornet !\loffat, A&sis.t ... Surg. Eddy, i)Jr Boulton, the riding n1astcr, nod .ftlr 
M 1Dermot, the ve::erinars surgeon, with ~01110 15 or 201nan, were left fight
ing desperately in the midst ot the enemy. Dr Lord bad been killed on the 
advance by a. shot from one of th.e posts. Lieutenant Broadfoot of the En~ 
gineers had fOHow·ed in the rear of the cavalry, and wa.s ridden down lty them 
while endeavouring to prevail UllOll them t.o return to the fielJ. His body 
was afterward5 .f1;1und mutilated by tbe enomy. 'rhe inf;tutry colun1n had 
observed with admiration the gallaut bearing aod steady a.dvauce of the Aff· 
ghans, conceiving tbat tbey wouhl be as s~cadily 1net and still more gal
lantly rel'olled ; lhe hot charge and flashiog aabres conveJ'ing for a u1oment 
tbe impresaion that all bad gone well., when the ene1ny's high red banner 
dispelled the illusion. '£0 their dis1nay the next moment they pe!'ceived 
the cavalry io full retreat flying at speed before the .AJfghans. Uapt. .J!"'rascr 
arrived .shortly after in ca1np on horseback, sei;erely wounded in the back, and 
with hia right band nearly cut oft~ 'l'he advaueed guard was now formed 
i11 line to receive thti enemy t and the guns placed in position; but the 
hor&emen were probably satisfied with their success, and were, at aH event&., 
too weak to aue1opt mora than they had accomplished. '£hey passed on 

beyond Ta.nge of our artillery. Three companies of tha 37th N. I.) with 
the 2d Bengal Light Cavalry which bad been se~t back, were ordered to 
:u1ove round to the :right in queat of tbe mia.:sing officers, while three eo:u .. 

panics,. under Lieutenaot Rhi11d, with two of Abbott's guns, prooeeded 
towards the left to attack the enemy cow accumolatiog in masses on a rocky 
eminence on the flank. Somo delay oecurred iu theie arrangements: as lhe 
second-mentioned party advanceU, J .. icutenant Da'i\'e.•, who was in charge of 
the guns, op<toe<l firo with admirable prc.:ision on tl•e A.tfghans. 'fhe red 
standard of the cne1ny was now plac1Jd on the top uf the hill, .anl a d~tach.-



161 

ment, uoller Lieutenant Rhin<l, after experiencing the greatest difficulty in 
the aseenl, obtainOO. possession of t.he height just before occupied. This posi
tion having been maintained for about half an hour, was abaoJ.oned, the ene• 
1ny having been driveP off. (28} The troops bad now been Pine "bollr• 
under arms i it would l1avc ta.ken them three hours more to have reached the 
principal portion 1)f the enemy i who ~till remained in the field,, so 1ve returned 
to the camp for the night. (29) A new attack was arranged for noxt day, 
and the soldiers .J.ept accoutred for the fight. 'Vhen moroiog dawn. 
ed, the Affghans were found to have fled towards Charcekar: not a shot 
had been firetl, nor was an enemy to be seen. The loss at Purwan Durrah fell 
entirely on the officeriii:. Dr Lord, tho Political Agent in Kobiitan, fell on the 
advance i Lieut. Broadfoot was killed as the cavalry began to tetire1 and Cornet 
Crispin was shot dead upou the field., aad was afterwards c11t to pie-0es. The 
condition in whieh Captain Fraser returned to camp has already been refer· 
red to ; (30) Lhe eaca.pe of Captain Ponsonby was almost miraculous. He was 
mounted on a magaitieent Ghuzoie chargert who, finding himself hemmed io 
on all sides, lashed furiously out. and dismouuted three of ibe Affgbam. 
The gallant of Geer hhns.elf ht1.d a ball through bis left arm ; the top of his left 
thumb was cut off, witb a severe sabre wound dividing his nose and laying open 
his cheek to the bone. His reins were severed across; his horse had lost his 
ears, and had a shot thro11gh his oeck. Such wa.s the battle of Purwan 
Durrah, which closed the cineer of Dost l\.fahomeJ Khan; and presented 
the first example ol misconduct on the part of Lile Sepoy soldier since the 
commencement of th.ei vtat. Of this. h() adequate e:rplaaation baa over been 
obtah1ed; but so infamous was it regarded lhat the regiment was degraded 
aod disbanded, and its number erased from tbe at'my list. The heroic con· 
duct of the British ofticer.3 met with the appl.1.11se that it deserved; the Na .. 
th•e officers and fro()ps who had not been engaged, or were guiltless of mis
conduct, were drafced into other eorpa. Bameean had, iu reality, sea.led 
the fat.e of the insurgen.t party) who were now unable to bring in to the field 
balf tbe force that Colonel Dennie had defeated. IIaving staked bis all upon 
this east without fllrther l1ope of gucceaa, Dost Ma.homed found him:!elf oo 
the eve of being abandoned lo his fate. 1Ie disappeared from the field of 
battle) no oae knew how or where. 011 the evening of the 3d Novei:nberJ 
as Sir ,V. !\lacnaghten was returning from his evening ride, and was within 

2S. Delhi Gazette, ut sup. 
29. Colonel Dei,nie'a letters, Ca.bool~ lSth April, 1841. nnd India. Gaz;ettc 

thet"ein referred to. 
30. Tnis otfieerf-0rmed-0ne of Sir R. Sale's garriaona.t Jella.labad, \vhen ihey 

\Vero blockaded bet,1'is.t Novomber lSl:l and April 1842. 111. J\1arch JSH~, 
he went home in charge of presents from the l\laharajah Shere Singh to the 
Q.ueen of' England. His 'ha.nd had noL boon a.mpuk!.tod, bu~ wa:J at thia time 
wholly U.$eles.&. 

" 
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a fevr yard.a of his own residence in the citadel of Cabool, a single h0111ematt 
galloped up to him 1 and having satisfied hirnsclf that he was lho Envoy and 
l\1inis~er, told him that Dost f\!ahomed hall arrifed, aad sought his protection. 
Tbe ex-Ameer immediately appeared~ he aligl1ted fron1 hi11 horse7 and pre-w 
!ented his sword.(31) His sword was returned him, aa<I he himself requested 
to remount. He had quitte:J th:) field of battle late tbe preceding evening, 
and rode straigbt ioto CabooJ, a dLstance of 60- milest having been 24 hours 
on horseback.. Hls flnaaces were ex.haus~ed; his a.llies were deserting: 
bi'll; and the Seik.h~, who had heretof11re promised him all sorts of support, 
ha.d conaented to open their country for the march of additional tro1>ps, to 
reinforce the Briti$h atmy iq Affgl1anistaa, It had become obvious, tha.t 
however he might protr<\ct the struggle it eGulJ have but one issue. 'Vith. 
a pt'ide peculi&r to himself, he carefully eschewed our army close to{32) 
l1im, whnm be eonsideted be had foiled, an<l rode in straight to give himself 
Up with flying colours. He shewed few symptoms or fatigue, and his self. 
possession was remarkable. lie wrote to his eldest son rtlahomed Afzul, 
the sharer of 11is captivity and toils:, and to two of his other sons who had 
escaped from Ghuznie, de.!iriug them to cotne ia imme<Hately, as he ha.d al .. 
ready surrendered himself and beeo honourably treated. He left Cabool for 
India under escort on t11e 12th November, and waited at Peshawur till joined 
by bi& fa.mily. They had re!ided a.t Ghuznle since their flllrtendeF in July; 
tl1ey consisted of nearly 700 persoos, of whom oae half wera ferna.les. Four
teen sons s11rrendered themselves; Ukhhar l\.han alone lAav:og declined our 
hDSpitalities to the end. Hyder Kha.n1 who became pri1oner on the fall of 
Ghaznie, at this time a prisoner at large at Bombay, afterwards joioad them~ 
The ex .. Ameer was permitted at bis own request to visit Calcutla, where he 
was received with the utmost respect by Lord Auckland, and be(lame for a time 
the great Lion of tbe City of Palacea. He was allowed an income of three 
lakhs of Rupees,-£301000 a-year. He was assigned a residence first a.t 
Loodianah and afterwards at Muasooree on,ournorth•west fronti.ers 1 where 
the climate was m·ore congenial to hh con5titiitio11 than that of lower Bengal 
lie appears to have created a atrong and favourabie impression on all with 
whom lie came 1n contact; and though watching,. .of eoune with deep interest, 
the struggles ofhiseouniry, he was never on any occasion detected interfering 
wilh its affairs, or e•en duriog the time of our troubles, which he appeared 
to deplore, corresponding with the insurgents. He quitted India in January 
1843, 11nd after a sojourn of some weeks at Lahore, returned to Cabool. 
This, bo'ofever1 is greatly in aoticipation of the regalar course of our narra. .. 
tive. The surrender of Dost Mahomed reduced thtJ countr1 arollnd Cabool 

Rl. Sir \V, l\lacoa.ght.en's Despatches, Novom.ber 4. 
32. Colonel Dennie's Letters, December 27. 'Ve have borrowed in pa.It 

the words of both the papers referred to. 
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le a stale of temporary tranquillity.(33) Tbere ll'as no furtber bead or defi
nite object for eombination, and though the elements of insurrection wtre 
every where abundant, and instances of individual resistance to tbe tax
gatberer not unfrequent, there w.;a.s no hope to be indulged in, or object to 
be advanced, by a combined or extensive outbreak, The embers of discon~ 
te11t smouldered in Kobis tan, bat were not extinguished ; a communication is 
.said to have been int.ereepted, bearing the seal of the blinded Zemaun Shaht 
brother oi the Shah SooJah, addressed to the Snltan I\-1ahmoud Khan 
Barukzy'f", Sil'dar of Kohat, urgtog a combination with the Seikhs to restore 
him to authority i a proof or the conviction er thjs member of rbe royal 
family, tha.t the question was less betwixt the Suddozye aod Barukzye races 
than the au:xiety to get rid of tho present ruler aud his allies.(34) 1Viater 
was now a.t band ~-the Affghans bad not as yet discovered the weak points 
in the position we had taken up ;-and warlike operations were not thought 
t1f with the ground covered with snow, and the thermometer considerably 
below zero~ Before directiug attention to tbe affairi of Scinde aod Beloo
chistao, where insurrection was rife, and rebellion bad assumed am.ore for
mlJahle front than iu any of the tramo11tane parts of the DBorannee empire, 
it will be expedient briefly to examine the causes of the unexpected continu
ance of hostilities, and our extrema want of success. in reducing the country 
to obedience. The pa~rs of Sir Alexander Burnes fortunately furois.lt 
abuedaot materiel for an eoquiry aa important in its nature as uosatisfactory 
in its results. The history of the operations in the counhie.s south
west of Candahar forming an episode of themselves, will be narrated in the · 
foUowing chapter~. 

Dr Atkinson relates that, i.11. Decer:nber 184-0, when accompanying Dost 
1'fahumed 011 his way to India, the ex .. Ameer recon1mended itrongly tbe 
policy of ta.king the dominion of the .country ioto our own hands. u The 
Suddozyes," he said, "· had never beeQ accustomed to obey, and never woulJ 
obey i and, by their- intrigues, tll'.lder the anomalous sovereignty of the 
~bah Shoojah. we should be iovolved in perpetual embarrassment." 1.'be 
only effectual mode of crusl1ing them was to govern them in our own way. 
"You will also find," be observed~ "tbe very courtiers a.bout the Shah 
who l1avo for years been fattening on your bounty, the most forward in 
plottiog against you,0 There is no doubt that the observation of tl1e 
Affghan ruler fully explained our diflleulties1 arising, as they did, from the 
ano111alous nature or our position. It ls true that the habits of the poputa. .. 
tion of Atfghaoistan bore scarcely any resemblance to those of the countries 

33. "The surrender of Dost Ma.homed has made the eountry as tranquil as. 
Vesuv1UB after OUl irruption; how long it will continuo it fo impoasible to say." 
-·Letter of Sir .A. Bu?"nils-, Caboot1 Nov. 13, 1840. 

3.J: • .A.tkinson*li Expedi~ion iot.o Affghaniat&n, v· 368. 
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with whieb, in Tndia, we had hitherto been accusfotned to deal :-conntries 
-which lay on the borders of our dominions, and were aooessible to our armies 
along the l'fbole Uce of their frontiers: which were familiar with the aspect, 
as well as with the re!istless power of our authority, before they felt its 
inilueoce. The Affgbans had at no time for any lengthened period, sub· 
miUed to a regular government of tlteir own : they were divided into a. 
hundred petty ciaos, each professing allegiance lo individual chiefs, who 
made no ceremony in di.sputing the authority of the Sovereign wl1en bis. 
behests discorded with tl1eir views. Imbued witR more than the usual 
impatience of taxation, almost &he only aid they could be induced to con ... 
tribute to the state 'Was in the sh.ap• or a eootingent of men in the case of 
war. Difficult 1s it was1 however, to fuse these hot, fiery, and refractory, 
subjects into the form of a quiet, welt-ordered, and submissive tribute
paying .. population i the source of all our trouble& lay in the anomaly or our 
own position. Had we taken possession of the country for ourselves, it would 
not ooly have been totally useless to us, but would have cost some- mjlJions 
sterling a .. year for the maintenance of from J2t000 to 15,000 regular troops 
to keep up the show of sovereignty. But so long as we asked no tribntf', 
and left the tribes to themselves, it is probable they would have learned to 
leave us alone when they discovered how much more sath;fiu:~tory was the 
ailver and gold iYe scattered than tl1e steel and lead we might have required 
to use amongst them. This, certainly,_ was the most we could ever at any 
time llave hoped, from the entire occupation of Affghanistan. 

In maintaioing the Shah Soojah by force or arms on the tl1rone in the 
shape of an independent sovereign, we enabled him to do as he thought fit, 
while we relieved him from the feat of consequences. The capricious 
tyranny he exereiscd. over 11is Sl\bjeets was carried into effeett and he pro• 
tected from tho resul«i-by Brjtisl1 bayonets I Rights long dormant 
or forgotten, and which in many cases bad never been admitted, were 
resuscitated; claims were renewed on tribute for half a eentury rallen aside; 
and the whole country barrassed and annoyed by the political agent, tba" 
spy, and the ta:r.-galherer,-ereatures equally new and unwelcome in the 
rteesses of the Dooranuee empire. 

No better explanation can be given of the sources of our difficulties than 
:that contained in the representation of Sir Alexander Burnes, laid before tho 
Env'Dy on the 7th of August 18401 on the anniveraary of our entrance into 

.Cahoot; with a long extract from which able, but unfortuaately unheeded, 
document, the preseut ehapter may be eoneluded :-

So much for the state ofaffairs in lhe kingdom ot Cahoot on tl1is day, the anni
versary of our entrancre into its capita.I. .At Court. I fear We shall not find matU!rs 
irf' a better &tate ! much is said of the King's popularity ; this is a tubjt!c\ [ l"eel an .. 
s.ious to grapple with thoroughly. To me it would be ver7 aatonishing it any Af~ 
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ghan K.i~g who bad allied himae1f Lo the Sikbs, and the Eng1i~h, could be popular ; 
it i1 not in t~ natunt of tlii'Mµ. IIi!t Maj+sty's sllceessor may hope (or a btU:ei' 
share of tbe public f'avo1, but Shah Shoojah must I fdlr get. on without it. I would 
not howe,er dwell mueb on the ahstTac& quest.ion of unpopularity, I •otdd tathet 
ettquire into the causes for it, if they e::a:ist,. or are only fmaginary. Bad roinietera 
are in every Government, solid grounds for unpopularity, and I doubt ifoofr a: 
King Aa,d, a worse: aet than Shah Shooja. llis principal advi1er is an old aerva~t 
by name Moolsh Shikor@, who bas grown grey with His Majeaty in exile, where be 
diatributed, in some bundred fraction.al parts, the Pension which the Sbab receiv
ed from the CaQ)pany. He i3 not a man of fa.mil71 but a Moolah; his raculties ·are 
impaired by age and disea11e:; he once incurred Hh1 . lI11jesty's displeasure for 
whieb he (orfeited his ears,. a subject fruitful in witticism to the discontented about 
-:ourt, and liule calcula~d to ele"Vat!!! the TepresentadTe of Majesty. So com .. 
p1etely is thia poor man's memor1 gone that he n•ver recognius .a Qllan he bas 
once seen; ths.t the cott:unooe-st busineY requires halt a dozen ofnotes,-.-111 faet 1 of 
him it mi.ght, be caid that hfa whole busineM is to gatht!r money, and to tbis oue 
end his re-inalning faeultie• are applit!d. Moolah Sbjkore paasea by the naroe of 
Vuzeet or minister, but His Majesty get' offended at his being 110 caUed, 
so we may premme he thinks it pouible to get. on without any minister. B1 
facts that have eome under my own knowledgt"t l shall depict the Vizier's ebar.aeter, 
and 4ZI of tkemc1:111obe teated Dy yqurself. In the last winter, hi.a notiona of Po
litical t!Conomy led hiin to &eiie aU the gran11rie<1 around Caboo.I, OQ which be put 
his seal, and from which be dro!w fortl1 the grain, and had it tspo•ed rot sali: in 
t.be Bazaar by hi• own aflieers, and at a. price fixed by bimselr. 'Vhen spring ar .. 
rived, be coucei•ed it would please His Maje&ty to adorn the royal Garden1 which 
have been long neglectedt a m~aaure most laudable ,., a pe<1ple so fond of garden• 
ais the Gaboolies, highly popular, but thi:1 wa1 to he done gratis, •nd by conserip• 
tion ou all around tbls diroricp;. The 'poor peasantry were dragged in hundreds 
trorn their homes at seed time, when th~ir lands required their care, and compelled 
to labor witho.it any reward. Diacontenl rose lO inch a height that. I sent t.o the 
min4ter and plainly told him that he wa& disg.racing bis King .and him~lf; 11.nd 
that I would no longet stand silent, a$ poller dictated I thould on all occasions, un
lesa be at lea•t ga"e the poor wretches bread, and· if be would not do it, I would 
ftQIQ. ne:s:t day epe.n my own treasury and 1upply it. Af\er tbi.s the worknien. 
got two piee worth of bread per diem, white our Eogineer offieers were paying 
seven times that in the adjoining garden, wheTe our Cantonmenb were erecting. 
'!'he next fr~ak oftbis lninioe-r was to reduee the number of Butchers~ shops in 
t.his populoU$ City, and to compel these to sell at his own pric-e, thtteby ensuring 
a menopoly of meat to a fel'7, and injuting many. For days the loude&t complalnia 
were uttered, \ill free trade was at last. estt\blisbed. As I writt>, the shops in which 
fl.011r is sold are now shut, the minister ha"Y'ing turned his Tiews from meat to 
bread; and it fa painful lo pan through the Bazaar in eo.nsequ~nee. Witli. such an 
advhei·, aan Ri.s Majesty bo popula.r-do he, and. hi'i minister deaetYe it ? 

You have frequently pointed out to the King, ii1 which I have humbly se-oontled 
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JO\I) \he utterwGrthlesanesa of such a m11n a11 an adviter, and His M•jesty hat pro
mised more than once a remedy t.O ao evil 10 pressing. You are aware that he has 
appointed wi.thin thia pasi month a man of family and cbar.ac~r ~ take a share in 
public matters by the title of Nbam-oo-dowb, hi• own name being Oosman· Kban 
Suddooir.;zye. This,howe-.ret~ I regr~t to sa1 is a pure fiction, the man e.lercift's no au
thority in the state. His Maje~ty has given to him the old revenue aceounta to e't· 
amine, and heis to find outsueh defalcations as hecania taakiinp@riously neees-
1ary I admit~ but one by oo means furnishing a remedy to the grievances above 
.enumerated. These grit!vances re.late to Cabaol, but the surrouading councry 
itqually 11ulfers under other&. Tbose in the K.obistan l he.tu deactibed, tt101~ else
where are full1 u commoo. Besides Oc>sman Khan, of whom I am bound to ipeak 
witb ra•or, His Majesty tells us there is oo man fit for trust;. I will only tay that he 
deceive• himself, but if unwotthy of trn.st, we shall then suppose the Shah caTries 
on t.hit Go•ernment himself~ not at aU I he bti.s so:rrounded himself with four or fiv~ 
advisen, who were with him at Loodiana, who are engaged entirtil)' in filling their 
purse•• and who from long absence in Hindoostan, are quite unlit for the respon
sible dutf wbieb they are e<1lled 011 to perform. Tt' reward old ~ervants is noble 
and magnanim~us, but other employments may be f-auod for auob, than tho11e 
which taint the ends ot justice, and with them, His Majesty'11 rQ'puiation. 

I hate apoken of the du~ies assigfted to 0-osman Khan connetl'ted with lhe re
venue, and this.bring:i: me to that •ety irnpottant subjeet, ud the system On whiah 
His Maje~ty conducts it,ifsyllti=m H can be called, and w1'ick calls loudl9forre ... 
fQ'T'm, The CollPctors of the revenue are the soldiers; they receive au.igoments on 

certain districts ror _theh- pay, and they proceed. there, lifiog at free quatter~ on the 
communit7 till t.he peasant pa.ys the •mount of the assigruuent, caudng thus a 
more fruitful harvest of dispute than any other human invention could ha Te d~•i· 
sed. Distant. {tom the capital the subject tefu1es to submit to su~b oppression, 
•nd before the snow falls expeditions are sent forth to levy His l'tiajesty's rigbtt;. 
if the snow does fall the people defy thtll officers of' the Ctown, and eseape for the 
year. By one or these expeditions the system will be e:r:plained. K,han Shereen 
Khan,. the head of the Persian faction, was dispatched in the fall of the yt:!ar to the 
countries or Koorum. and Koost, south of Suffaid Koh: be le•it:!d His J\.1a .. 
jeity's dues, a.nd liued far fioo montka with 1800 men. at frH quart6rl in the: Cotm· ~ 
try. A.iii he is a good man, he did his duty whh more mildness liJan an Affghan. 
but. to continue such a &ystem1 mur.t clearly aHcnate all \he peopl.:= of this country 
fto1n Shah Soojah and from us, ff/T the force wo gioo him 61UU1'6S what, if left to 
himMlf, he could not otherwise command. It is tbwrdOTe incumbent on us by 

eending religious men, or by demanding hostages to live at the capital, as seeurity1 

to see that some other revenue arrangements be adopt~d i by the present we ean nel~ 
iber govern on the Aifghan system, nor on our own, for the former implied tl1at if a 
subject paid his duties 01Jeyear he was to be called out to plunder the Punjaub o.r 
llindoosian the nelit. 

After •djuating revenue arrangements, the admitted end of Shah Shooj.t's Go· 
vernment is to make bis Troops fit for serYice1 lo raise in fact a national force. 



167 

The Jan Baz c-0rps are 1ssuredt1 a step towards this. and & very importan' one, 
and these with the Affgban Infantry, now being Taised, promise well, but it h the 

obj~t of many to destroy Hi$ Majesty's intere$t in t.hem, and •s they are not con• 
stantly under the !Gng's e1e, his attention is bestowed on other things. his o1Vn 

Irregular CaYalry, his own guns, bis own Orderly Regiment, his Nujeebs, and hie 
Sikh bedy guard. I would not advocate the dismi1sal of the AH'ghan llor&e, IN• 
cause, I believe, if paid, they will do good service. btU it will be &l'tln t.b&t. aU tbe 
reallj serviceable portion of the 11rmy~ the Jan Bazl and the Affghan Infantry, are 
paid by ua, or have our aecurity, and tbat His.1.\-Iajesty plays ai ioldiars with tha 

other branche1, which would bt! well enough were tbey not a burden on the fi• 
nancea ofthe State, (or rather our State,) for this country m~re than others can
not afford to 1upport useless Troo.ps, and it is not didieult t.o ahew not only bow 

u.11elll?s1 are these Troops but how dangerr;us thtJy are in tbia oount.ry. Of the 
Irregular Hor•e l shall uot speak ; of tbe. hou!ebold Artillery~ however, you are 
aware tbat. His Maje1ty left them in Cabool in tbe wint.er wttbou.t pay; they pledg~ 
ed their swords and clothes, then mutinied, collared their natiYe officer, and 
were nltitn4tely paid by 1our order1 out of our money left in deposit here. The 
King hae a mountain train and two Troops of lf one Artillerr in hi& aerYice~ be
sides an Artillery Officer to look art.er his guns. Of what. U&e are t.heJe men 1 
Next :co!J)e the Orderlr Regiment., a bc:>4y o( Hindoosta11ees Mime six or eight 
hundred strong, who ran before thd ]{ing and keep his subjects at a diata·nce witA 
tk6 butt ends o/tTi.oir mwkst.r,with little or no discipline though good looking meo, 

and capable of h 1 and to wbicb His l\'Iaje1ty has Tejected a11 your entreaties to 
appoint an E11ro.e~. · ,.'fhe result is to be expected. Six week1 ago they 
mutinied. You were apprebenaive that the regular army would be required,. b11t. the 
ord~rly Regiment had only repaired to Moolab Shikore, liis Majesty1s mlnhter ; 
blockaded tbe entraace to hit houte, and told him, which I repea.t On the Shab's 
own authority, that if he dtd not pay tbem, they would have bis nose, his eau1 be ... 
ing already gone, The men were paid. His Majesty aought lo pn.tlisb thia seriau• 
br-tach of discipli~ a.1d respect1 and had the offeRders coa.fined ; the men laid down 
their anus before the King, e.nd only took them up from there on General Cotlon'a 
approaebt and fro10 wbom I heard it. '\Vith so many &ne promlsing: regilnent•, re-. 
gular and irregular1 of what use- can ibis Orderly Regiment be, or rbat tne tbe Nu. 
jeebs ? One of H. M..•s regiments or the contingent would with pride discharge the 
dutie.s of a.he Palace, aod mutiny and. disrespect wo11ld disappear. But if these sea· 
timentsapply tosucb Troops, what is to be.Wd tn- a body of Sikba in lb(" ®sturne of 

their country as t.be King's guard in t.bis Mahomedao capital? A rew eYeuinga ago 
·1 was 1al11ted by te'ftiral of &hem with the Wagell'ojee ka Futteh,(the Sikb IV'ar cry,) 
in the very streets of Oabool. I assert without fear of contradiction that oo Sikh 
(Kbul11a) e'er durst in the tiine of the AfFghan monarchy appear thus in this city; aqd 
I further assert that their presence here iB odiou1 to the people, and to ~he M.t degru 
injurious. Tbes\11 then are the Troop• kept up by His l.\laje1Jty from our colfers, ror 
his own treasure canaot defray the charge. Are tliere not two parties to a bargain, 
-and is aot Shall Shooja bound to attend Lo our wishes in di.scharging useless muti .. 
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noua men, soma of whom are offenei ve .lo the peoph•, and all ~f whom add to t.be 
.enormous expente of our ocoupation of tbis country ? A few oft.hose men were old 
ael'vante of the Shah 'rhen at Loodiana, but e11y Obe who has 1111en His .D-fajesty'11 
esLAblishment. thi:rl", knows how f.,w these are. 'l'o 1..se a homely sirnile, we by 

keeping up 111~h people, are borning tbe f.amily candle at l>ot.h ends, and I caohot 
but. doubt that a demonstration to His Majesty ot oltl' inability to support aueh 
people would readily rid us of such a nui~ance. 'Ve all know that panic and mu. 
\iny are very infectious among soldiers. If llindoostarwea sueeeuf111ly demand 
their pay with arm.s in their hands, wbat will prevent Alfgbsn Horse aud Foot 
acting like1tt1c ~ anti where men -IT~ eo irregularly p~id', ,,.hat so probable: ; arid if 
it occurs, are we to bayoDet, and Blay His l\.lajesty'1 &ubjeats1 beaaulle it plE~ased 

Dis Majesty to li1e befOt)d hia m'1'ans? Place these facts before any soldier, and 
I tball retract all the~ opinions it he deems them. unsouaid or unp:tofi:a.aional~ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ScrNDB AND BEL<1oc111s'fAM· 

M.r Rots. Bell,, Political Arent r.,r Sclnde-State or Kbelat.-ExpedH.ion under Ma.jo:r BiUamore 
to Kahu11 and Deyrah-Attacks the Bhoogtie1-Captures the chief' Beebr11<1k-$ark1 the 
dllage-Retkes by ICahun a.nd Nnfaoe.k to the plains-Futility of the expeditic>n-Detaeh
meot dltpttclled under Captain Brown and Lie111i. Clarke to occupy Ka.bun- March from 
Poolajee-Dif6cultles of the way-Arrive at Kn.hun 1 o.nd find lt empty-Clarke'.& pa.rty, and 
th11.t ot a !'h.tbedar1 aUack.ed aqoJ. out to pie«"ti on their rett1to.-Captab1 .Brown ah\l.ti u.$1' tn 
Kahun-Puts the men on half.rations: oa the 2Ub May-Patience and aklU of tho defenco
Oil'ers or assistance from Quettah-Uear of MaJor Clibl:lotn'1 co:rnoy-Are tu.formed of Its 
destructfon-St&te of garrison in the "Dnd of August-Detachment under Major Clibborn 
dispatched ft1>in Suk.kur on 12tll August-Reach Poolajee-ll:nter tl:ie h1Us-Arrive at 
&utof-E.'(11.mine tbe grouud w~rc Cluke's party were cut to plecea-Diftleultfos Of the 
W&7-Reach Nufoosk-Want of wa.ter ..... Dreadful heat-Attempt tu storm the Pass unsac
ce:ss.ful-Stormlng party dl'l¥en back, tour officers killed.-Ma.in body lteep their ground tlll 
10 t>.:w.-Partle& sent <Jut fur water-Return unsuceeuful-FarJ ot them. cat up-Cllbbo.rn 
retlroa on Surtof-Attacked dul'ing the ulri:ht-Lose all tbelt ba.gga,ge-Ro~11r11 to PIXlla,fee
Total lossot ronvoy generally overstated-Court ot Inquiry upon-Extraordinary proceed
lng9 of-l'rcmatlll'e publication of their report-Observati.one 011-Geu.eral Br,ooks and CoJ, 
Valiant recalled-Re1lections, 

THB Political Agent to whom the charge of Scinde and Jieloochi:jtan 
was) in tbG" end of 1839, eomtnitted. was a man in every respect as unlike 
the Envoy at Cabool as could well bs imagined. ~lr Ross Bell, by whose 
inJlvidual management so many of the untoward events about to be described 
\Vere brought around, wa.a, a.t the thne of his appointment, scarce thirty 
years of age i yet, before this, he h;\J distinguished himself in the Secre• 
tariat, as a Persian scholar, and had been employed with high credit at the 
Courts of Nepaul and Lahore, and in an important politieal situatinu. at 
Delhi. He had charge of the die.tricts fl'om Dadllr to l(urracbee, (IOd from 
lhe Iadus tc. the westernmost borders o.f Beloocbistan-the ruler of Kelat 
being regarded as only a tributary of higher grade than tl1e other chieftains of 
tl1c Doorannee Empire. 1\fr Bell 1vas a man of great vigour, a.nd act1¥ity 
of under~tanding, and of the 1nost determined and reC!kltss daring of pur
pose t but be was one of those who seemed to think. the tules of general 
rnoralily IDapplicable in government, and that the maxims. of common 
honesty essential to be observed in the ioter-oourse of private life, might 
wisely be disregarded by political authorities~ a frailty with which too large 
a portion or our atates1nea in India of recent years appear to have be~n af
fected. '\Vbile the Envoy and 1\oliuister cluog to the last to the fond dream 
of the restoratic.n, under British auspice!, of the Doorannee Ernpire in its 
former extent and splendour, the Political Agent of Scinde bad sagacity 
enough early to become satisfied of the mischievousneia and untenabi .. 
lity of our palic.y, a.1ul or the impoJsibility of lon; maintaipiog tho sovereign 

v 
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on the throne, or ourEeh•cs iu tlie eonntry. llis represootations to Govern .. 
ment, like thrue of Sir Alexaa.J.er Borues to this effect, appear to have beeo 
·Utterly unheeded. 

At the close of a former chapter t11e ·arrangements which took p1are at 
Kelat were a.d\'ert'ed to, A-lehrab Khao a.nJ. his principal chief$ having 
fallen on the capture of tho towri~ his wiJnw, with her &tep-.son Ntusecr 
l{ban1 a boy about fo1.n•tet:n years of age1' betook themselves to the hills. 

Newaz Khan1 a relative of the deceased chief, deseendeil by a collateral 
brancl1 frQm AbdoQlah l{ban, the founder of the dynasty, wa'.i placed upon 
the throne. It seems t.o have been most unaccountably assLtmeJ. that we 
had no more to do than to sot \1p a ruler amongst thd democratia tribes of 
Ceutra.l Asia, ta ensure the permanence or hi3 authodty. No moans of 

·maintaining our protege~ in the perilou1:1 position in which we had pla.eed 
him appear to hare been thought of. lJe was to collect tribute, net for 
bl.mselt only, but for 11is superior, the Dilorannoe sovei·eign, and proeuro 
military aervice from. fieree antl lawless race~, who ill brookeJ the exerci:ie 
ot l1ereditary authority, scarcely of Lha.t whieh they themselves had conferred 
oil ao elected cbief. Lieutenant Loveday wag, appointed Re$iJ.ent at his half 
formed and uosupported eourt: and a guard of honour -0f tblrty sepoys was 

all that was considered necessary to make our authority known and re 4 

spected througbQUt lleloochistan . 
.Jn the middle of Decembert a force, consisting of Lhe l1eaJ.quarler3 of tl1e 

lst Grenadiers, 150 strong, with 60 Irr.egular I:Iorse~ under Captain l{aitt, 
was despatcl1ed from Lheree to take possession of [(ahun, the eapital of 
the l\furreel!I, a fierce and warlike but chivalrous clan, occupying a portion 
of the mountain country which sweeps to the eastwarJ of the llolan Pass. 
Another party, ClCling in conjunction wilh thi~, and consisting of the light 
company of t11e 5th N.I • .,...50 1nen of the Grenadier!!, aud 40 IIorsei under 
LieuteDaUt Clarket with Lieutenant Ja.cob'.:i Battery, proceedetl to Deyrab, 
the head .. l{uarters of the neighbouring tribe of the Bhoogties. 'l'he whole 
force was com1nanded by U:lajot IliUamore. These tribes were to be 
co1npelled to pay tribute to Ne\vaz Kba.n or his superior the Shah So()jah. 
The chieftain~ had been persuaded. to permit military po$tt!I to be established 
witbin their country: on what express understanding does not quite appea.r. 
(1) On Captain RaitL's arrh•al at Kahun 1 he found that, b£side.s i~ in ha .. 
bitants, there were about 4-00 warrior.ii in the town : there were at 
least 2000 fighting men collectA!d around. On the ohief enquiring whether he 
eame for peace or war, be was answered, that we expected to be reaeived 

1. Bomba'!/ Timas, Janu&ry 6 and Mar.eh 6. Our authorities on Sch1de 
matters a.re chietly to be fonnd in the Bombay Times. ~.rhe writers are per~ 
fectly known to ua, though \to reg1·et that we arc not au t.b.')l'i.scd to refer to 
th't!:ID by namo. ,. 
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as friend!!, and he wt1.11 ac.c:ordingly permitted peaceably to enca.mp cloJe to 
the walb. It had beeo proposed to occopy the f1Jrt, when the old chief 
Dodah learning this, came in person to Captain RaiUt and entreated that 
this intention should not be p~r$istcd in1 e\iSe bloodshed wonld ensue, a.s 
lbe fary of the peo;1le was already nearly e.neontrollable, The hlurrees 
were still wholly ignorant of the object of our people hating beea sent 
amongst them ; having never befura seen regular troo.ps within their hills 
tl1ey considered that our presence boded any t11ing_ but good i and observiag 
the we3kness of the force, they began to pelt and iusult the sepoys io 11 

way sufficiently indieative of the feelings of the tribe, though the chief 
excused himseJf by the plea of want of control ever his. people. Captaio 
Raitt :not tbioking himself sufficiently strong to resent these insulis, left a 
detachruent of oae hundr<)d men strongly posted within a mile of Kahun, 
and himself returned to join .?1--lajor Hilla.more. The part of the foree under 
this l!!.st-name<l offieer'"s command reached Deyr'11 without symptoms of 
hostility (2) furtber than a~ o~easioJJal shot from the high grollnds adjoin. 
ing, 'fhey were eonstautly watched by hundreds of eyes from the summit 
of the hills, and every day when the rear .. guard left the ean1p, large ~odies of 
1nen showed themselves io all directions, aud sigoa.l::: were fireJ and repeatetl 
at immen:;e dis:tanees along the mountains to give notice of our movements. 
On arriving within twenty rniles of Deyrah, b-lajor Billa.mora was met by 
lsla111 l\.h:1n, the el.lest son of tbe Dhoogtje cbieft with a few followers : ho 
was profuse iu bis professions of frieadsbipt and eondacted th~ detach1neat 
with every den1on:;tra1ion of politeness to the town. Here the -0Jd· chief re .. 
ceiv~d them with the same cordiaHty and attention as ha.d marked the de
meanour of hia son. lle ex.pressed hi5 astoni.shruent at the swallne.ss of our 
»umbers: he had himself Lwiee as many warriors in Deyrah,.'vith two thou .. 
s.1nd more at bis comman!) amongst the:a.djoioin;r highlaadj. The other ehi4!fs 
haJ hardly left b-lajor Billamore's tent when they sho'lfed their contempt for 
the 'rleaknes11 of our for(!e. The town \'\'as full of all sorts of supplies, but 
the moat exorbitant demands were ma.de for every thing required by the 
detaclnneut: forage and firewood, lheu plentiful in the couatry1 being at 
first absolutely refused. The Bhoogtie warriors be6an now to remove from 
Deyrah, so that iu a few da.y~ there was searcely an armetl man to be fotlDd 
within the walls. Al last Islam Khan secretly departed, taking with bim 
his harem and household: he h!ld, a. few hours before, visited l\fajor 
J.~iltamore, and made the n1ost unbounded professions of eternal friendship . 
.Before tU.is, private inforrnation t.ad been received thal the whole tribes were 

2. We have adbercd closely to ihe statetnents. anJ. in many case~ to the 
'l'orJ.s, oft.he lctte1• of &n officer belongiug to !\:1:1.jor .Billf\more':S party, w·hicb 
appear.!!i in the Bonibuy Times, l\Iareh 6, untte1• the signature '-1 Nut·oo~& ," 
Afterwards ackoowledg~d to be Captu.in Jaoob. 
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c:oltceting in the neighbouring bills- to atla(.'k Gur troops : it w~s stalei.t, that 
Islam h.Pan wonld first quit Deyrah, and when all wu pre:pared, hfa: father, the 
chier Ilrebrlick, would iuU-0w1 and that tbe~lreum1ta.nee oft.he latter joining 
his tribe won]d be the signal for them to fall upon as and destroy ns hy night. 
Tbe eamp was originally pitehcd a mile from. the town, and a guard w;.9 

placed ,at the gate lo pre,ent soldiers from er.tering, as complaints had betn. 
made of their committlog irregularitica- i o the batur. On reeeipt o! the intelli· 
genee- juu referred to, tbe.campwas moved up to the waUe-0f tbe towo on the 
St.I January; and tbe guard was directed to pre,'ent Beebruek's depar· 
ture; this tliey effected first civil1y as lie proceeded through the gate, 
and afterwards. by force as he attempted to make his wa.y over the w•ll. 
Captain ltaltt at thi$ time ;i.r1ived from Kahun. From the: time the f3lJh!· 
dition approached the hHl .country, which lh.ey entered: oo the 25th Dte., 
the men had &lcpt fully clothed aod accoutred. with tbt:ir loaded arms in 
tbe!r hands. On tbo nigl1t mt'fi:l.t the Sd and 4th .January none of the 
officers laid Llicin.sel1es down to test. AH wag quiet till daybreak, 'vben the 
videttes gave information that from seven to eigl1t hundred mttu were 
wit11in balf a mile o( ottr cant-onrnentl', flourisblng their swords, anJ flriog 
their matchlocks, in tt1e most approved .style .ar ~llanc:-e. The couulr y 
around wa.s covered with brushwood and jungle, and intersected wjlh 
nuUahs (water courses,} and "'hile the officers anll men were intently 
observing the main body of the enemy, tliree horsemen penetraLed a. ravioe 
11nnoticed, and made a rw11 to carry oft' Deebruck, wl10 bad just before bcr~a 
aUowed to proceed a sbo.rt di!taoee from the gateway f>f the town und~r 

<::l1arge cf a. dozen of sepoyt. So sudden was this movement that there was not 
an instant left for prepara.tioo to re:i.isL it. Lieu.tenant Clarke saw the ad
Tancing party, be aprang u~on bis horse, dashed at them aionc, a1HI not only 
secured the old clliei and brought )iim bick. again, bu.& captured O<le of the 
ad..-eoturous b.oraemeD; and dragged him o!t a prl.woer, llorse and nll. The 
main OOdy of the .Bboogtics took. a.larrn at our artillery> and •l"e"-ed off to 
the right before coming within musket shet. A shell, dex.terously thrown 
in the midst of them, killed or woanded thirty men and horse, and struck. 
suel1 terror into the remainder, that no man present that day ever after
ward11 dared ta join ba.tt1e with t11e infldol. J\Iajor Bilhunore now quarteroJ 
bis fGrce within tlut wall.a of Deyrah. The place was about one- huodr~J: and 
forty pace& ttquart>, with strong eotW-1' baations ;: the- walls, which w.ere 
thin at the top, but broad at the base, being .ab<Jut tweoty .. five feet high. {3} 
A. few days a.fterw4rd~" Lhey received iniorination from their brethren within 
the town, that a.foraging patty was about. to be dispatched to bring in prGW"i-
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sion.s frorn a distance of ten or twelve mile!: it was intimated that not 
more than a single gun, with some 50 men~ woultl be left behiod i 50 
that weN the Bhoogties to divid~ their strength, keepiisg the foragers in 
play on one han.:i, anti attacking the little gattison on the oilier, they could 
scatcely fall to rescue their chicr and recover the fortress, which they might 
maintain in defiance of us. ?tlajor Billa.more having become aware of this, 
Jcft his guns, with about twenty or thirty men, within the wall1, and S('Dt out 
a party, comn1aoded by Capt. Raitt, consisting of about 12.0 foot and 40 horse 
under Clarke-rightly judging that this party woultl be the first object of as .. 
111au1t2 and that. unless they were beaten, DO attempt would be made upon the 
other, The. conclusion was eorreet: the foragers were permitted to loa.d 
their came1s without molestal.ioo ; bnt so soon as they began to move on 
their uturn) about 300 llelooehee footmen ru!hed down upoo them sword 
in hand, a..nd notwithstanding the st.eadiuess of the fire poured in upon them 
by our infantry, approached within fifteen yards of our ranks, when the 
cavalry charged them and dispersed them in a.n lnahuu.. Lieut. Clarke, at the 
head nf these-, cut dewn fuur with his O\VD hand: one ·fourth of the enerny's 
force miut have been killed or wounded. !!ad the orders against pnrsnit 
not been most imperative, few indeed wouhl have escaped. The 11.etachment 
left by Captain ltaitt, under Lieut. Peactock, at Kabuo, joined heacl·qnarters 
at Deyrah about the IOth or 12tb, (4) the J.\.1urrees having quitteJ their 
l1a.bitations1 and retired to the hills wit.h their families and property, lea-ving 
the town empty, and the garrison, now or no farther use, in danger of star
vatloo. On the 15111, the chief Beebruck was dispatched under a. guard 
to Sciode, Beford he leftt notice wa.s sent to tlte people that be was about to 
start; ae: it was ii:npo5Sible tQ detach. many mea a.a an escort, the tribe was 
warned that, if any attempt at rescue was made, the first step would be to 
shoot Beebruek.1 and then fight it ou~: this had the desired eft'~ct, aod rather 
than risk the life of their Chi-cf, they aUowed tbe party, eon!!iii>ting of only 
about 60 horse, to pass unmolested. He was imprisoned for eight n1onths in 
the fortress at Bukkur, without reason or precedent beiog: as.;iigned: and was 
Jiberate'1 after the a.Wair of Nu.foosk, in the end of August, in order to enable us 
to make terms with the hi.ll me<1. He himself bail Dl)t even been in arms against 
us 1-his tribe 11ad given us no worse reception than &ueh intruders into their 
country were entitled to expect; their retirerucat to the hills is 1aid to 
hallo been occasioned by the apprehension of an attack. from u;: it is as~

serted that their subseque11t demonstration 011 our camp was n1ade with a 
view of rescuing their chief. A cloub1e treason by the guide in who1n we 

4. The dates are notglven in any of the com.muaica.tions we have seen: they 
require to be conjectured from the general tenor of tho n;n-rative. They ea~ .. 
not any where be more than two or three da.ys wrong; and tbcae errors, l 

they be any, are quite imtna.tel"ial. 
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frusted is affirmed to liave been praoti.sed,-each of the Goo tending parties hav• 
ing been informed that his op11onent meaat to assail hiu1. Beeja Khan a.nd 
Janee, two of the cli.iefJ who surrendered on faith of bononrable treatment 

' were, in violation of all the practice$ of war, kept in irons and dealt with as 
felons. lt was with utter anF1.zcment that the Beloo;bees witnessed this ou 
the part of a nation famous all over the world fllr the ster11 unimpeachability of 
its honour. Our offieers were soon and f~equently afterwarJs conde:nned to 
witness the ridicule heaped upon our profession~ of integrity. The viHage of 
Deyrah was sacked-grain, cloth, arins, every thing,. down to the humblest 
donkey, becoming prize property.(5} I\-Iajl)r Billarnore deter1nined to leave 
the Greoadiers in posses.sion of D~yral1, and to-retire to the plains via K4huo, 
laking with him the artillery. This route had been represented as absolutely 
impa~sable : but it was considered of so much imp:)rfanee to shew the 
:r..turrees that we cottld penetrate their fastnesses at our pleasure, through 
the most difficult of their defilcs1 that ~a attempt by Nufoosk, W·hicb saved 
forty mil~ in distance to l,aohjee, was thonght Willi worthy of encountering 
the danger &'ld difficulty attending it. Tile rou.te betwixt Deyrah and 
l{ahun was fca.rfu.Hy diffieult, and to be overeotIJ.e only by the most deter
minel pe_rsevcra.n~e and. iudefatigable cx:ertions.(6) T'l'fo forced mtrelies
one of twenty, and another of twentywseven mlleJ-brought the detaelunent 
to Kahun, which they found entirely aba.udoneJ. 1\.feJ:!lage.s were sent to 
the old chief Dodah l\iurree, to wl1icb insoleut answers alone were retnrned. 
A foot path across the 1fiouatai.ns indicated the line of 111:irch to Poolajee 
<le.sired to be pursuel. It wa~ surveyed by Lieut. Jaeob of tbe Artillery, 
lo w horn was eornmitted the l:Iercule1n taik of eutting a path through 
the N ufoosk hills lit for the transpo-tt of guns and baggage. It was a grim 
looking place : the mounta.ins were about 3000 fe.at in height, and four 
miles across, and the narrow path1 all which thea existed,. round its dilficult 
way through tre1neodous rocks, precipices, and ravines. The work was not 
only atte!Dpted but completed, and a fevr days afterwards the astonished 
1nouota.ineers sa.w our troops, horse aud foot, with thelr guns, on their way. 
through the Nufooik and 811rtof passes,-a few months aft.er rendered SC> 

5. There is nothiag more humbling- in th.c study of the large collection of 
letters of officer= with the force, publishoU and unpublished> irotn whioh the 
above narrati'fe is eompil~d, tha.n the corlstant recurrence to thia 1nost mord., 
fying topic. 'l'bo ta.nuts tha.t the! could uot believe us, were every\vbere oo.~t 
in our teeth by tha tribe.;i with whoiu we desired to trea.t. Such was the result 
of tho political n1an.ago1ncnt of Scinde within six. months of l\'Ir .Boll's 
appointment ! . 

6. The rc.::.i.der will Uo well to keep t11ese facts in special reoollocti~11 when 
he conies to the report of the Nu~·oosk commission, whore great fault is found 
·with l\lajor Clibborn tha.t lie <li<l uot select the Dayrah route instead of tbat 
by Nufaolik-the :fornier hciug forty iniles longerJ and only a few sh .. 1.des less 
dirficult thiln the latter: the garrison of K::i.hun IJi:ing, meanwhile, in e.itl·emity 
for want of pro,·i~ons. 
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unh::.ippitJ' memorable. Thoey arriveJ safe at Poola.jee on the pl11.ins, while 
Captain Raitt and his detachment retiNid fron1 Deyra.h shortly afterwards. 

1'he tletaUs of tbis gallantly conducteJ, but u&ele:>s expedition, ha.ve been 
more fully given than its magaitu.le might appear to warrant, because of its 
bearing ou a serie.s of most im?crtant, but unfortunate operations which 
tnsoed. It has been so generally overlooked, that iu that invaluable repository 
of eastetn intelligenCR') the AJiaticJoHrnat" no notice of it is to be found. 'Iba 
rnateriala at the Jisposa[ of the present \Vriter have been supplied b.r son1e 
of the niost talent~d officers of the force, and a.re of llnqo.~tionable authority .. 
Ilere was a body of 300 gallant me11 sent roving amongst fearful mountains 
utterly unkaowa to us, to encounter tribes of whom we knew no more than 
that they wero poor and warlike-to collect tribute not acknowledged or 
shcwn to be duE', and obtain professions of allegiance to a sovereign whose 
ancestors appear never to hafe been recognised by the:n 1 'l'he information 
subsequently obtained from the minister at l{eiat1 after all the r:n:schief had 
been donr, proved that never bad tribute been clahncd by his master, or 
pail by either ~Iurree or Bhoogtie, and tba.t nothing could be more indefl w 

nite than their idels of s<> much as an a.eknowledgrnent of so\•ereignty or 
superiority being due, These circumstances were notorious lo the whole pow 
pulation of the co•Jnttie11 around. But in 1830 we were toG busy in ove.?'w 
turning dynasties~ and remodelling ehiefship.s., to think of enquiring whether 
or not there were grounds of expediency or ju:1tice for what 1Te 'vere engaged 
\Yith.(7) The expedition proved worthless: it made UA acquainted withroa<ls 
into a country where we l~a.d no busine:.~., a.nd whose difficulties were shortly 
afterwards taught us to our eost. The occupation of Deyrah and Ka.hun 
ended in nothing, aad in our sul..>sequent attempts to treat with Dodal1 
Murree, a twelvernonth afterwards, we appear~J rather as supplieant11 for 
his friendship than as allie!i of his sovereign dcruanding his allegiance antl 
support. Eoougb l1as been state.I to shew the skill and bravery with whi-0h 
the military portion of the: arrangemcut "'&$ carried. out, and tl1e wretehedne:is 
of the policy whieh el'er called this into operation. 'l'a consummate its ab .. 
aurdity, neither engioect'ing officer nor political agent accompanied th6 de
tachm1:1nt; ao tb a.t while it 'vas rendered as Uileleas as poasiblc when jq 

the country ror the time, it was left without the means of having the routes 

surveyed, to ascertain their military capabilities iu ease it was found requl .. 
site for us to return. The system oC dispcr.siog handsful of men up and down 
throo.g-h tlie country had, the p~vioua autumn, been objected to by Brigadier 
Gordon, who absolutely refused to sen<l out detachments to be isolated in the 
mountains, for no end but to gratify a political whim, and give colour to 

'l. A very admirable 3eries, unrler the title o:t u Culehee Letters,', on this 
su.bjeet a.ppearl!I in the Bombay Timtt be~wixt April and July 18411 fro1u tho 
pen of an ollieel' then, in a very important pol!lition. in Scinde. 
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the fiction t'hat the country was every where kept io su.bjaction Lo us.(S) 
Col, Gordon had res!stetl the dis('atch of i\.lajor Dillan1ore~s expedition, but 
was overruled by the civt1 authorities. A quarrel aad corre!lpondcnce so violent 
had1 in 18391 arisen betwix.t the political and military chief~, tka.t the latte~ 
felt himself coo.slraiaed to resign his command, ~lr Bell bad at this time 
quitted his post and retired to Simla, to pass the hot season in the boson1 
of the Himalayas-a month's joura.ey from the troubled region committed 
to his charge. Lieut. Postaus1 his principal assistant, helJ. s11premc autbG
rity under the instructi11n1 aad in the absence or the chief. l{.ahun was 
ordered once more to b~ occupied: for what end cannot boil divioed. )V'e 
still maintained 011r claim to tribute and subrnission, a.nd a Naib (a native 
ta.i-gatherer),accompanieJ Captain Browq to collect money. The previous 
enquiry as. to whether any was due was considered entirely superfluous; of 
course none was ever paid us. The charge of the troops destined 
for this .service waa entrusted to two of the ofD.cera who had accompanied 
the expedition under fl.Iajor Blllamore-Captain Brown and Lieuteu111t 
Clarke-both men of the utmost con.rage, coolne.ss anll judgment. Captain 
Brown joined the detachment then assembleil at Poolajce, on the Stb Apri!. 
It consisted of 300 bayonets of the 5th reghnenti under Ensign 'fay .. 
lor; two 12-pr howitzers, under Lieutenant D. Erskine ; with 50 Poonah 
horsemen and 50 of the Sciode Irregular Horse, under Lieutenant Clarke, 
already named. He was directed to occupy the petty fort of J(ahun, and was 
provided with supplie.s for four months. His eonvoy consisted of 600 ea m:els 
besides bullocks. The empty ea1nels were to be r.aturned under charge of 
Lieutenant Clarke, with SO iarantry and 50 hor~.. Abo1.1t the 15tb, the 
weather was ei:ttemely hot, the thermometer rising to I 12,.. in the shade i 
fever beea.me prevalent, and one nati'le officer died from a stroke of the SlU1. 

At the request of the political agent, Lieut. Clarke witb his h!>r.semeu were1 on 
the 20t11, dispatched in the direction of Sbapoor1 where they were to be 
joiaed ?ly 100 men of tbe Delooch levy, under Lieutenant Vardon~ The 
combined detachment wa; to proeeed to the south .. east. \'fith a view of sur .. • 
prising a. party of Culpore Ilhoogties. In this tl1ey were unsuccessful, by 
reason of the treachery of their guide : the s»lferings of the party from heat 
in crossiog the desert were inconceivably severe; tho Belooch levy alone 
left 25 meo behind them, of wliom tllree Jied. The guns were ordered ba.ek 
to Lheree on the '27th. in c:iosequeoee of the sickaesa of Lieutenant E1·skine 

8. Statement of Colonel Gordon in the Bombay Timds. The letters referred 
lo in this were published in the Bombay l'imss, .May 18-11 : a111 e~ltaordioary a 
series. as ever appeared in priut. They extend from July to September J 839, 
and migbt have served to convince Lord Auckland that Mr .Hell had been 
mistaken, and that he was unqualified for the important office to whicll he 
had been appointed. He 'vas at thffi time a.bout to have resigned : it 'rould 
)w,ye been fortunati;1 for his, f&me ha.d he carried bis re1olution iuto effect 
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-one only being restorod to the custody of Ca.ptatn Brown~ who knew, fl'om 
bis experience with Major Billatnorc, how impos~ible it was to proceed with· 
out artillery. ·Lieutenant Erskine soon after so far recovered as to be able 
to take charge ef the g1,n, the howitzers being left. Ou the 3d !\fay the de
tachment entered. the hills, le1viog 50 horse behind who eonld not be re
lied o-n. The road was so heavy and difficult t}iat a mile an hour was all thO 
advance that could be made : water, luckily, was plentiful. Ensign Taylor 
beeame so liiek on the 6rst march that he ha<l to retur111 leaving two Euro
pean officers in charge of threa companies of Sepoys 1 The heat was intole
rable: the thermometer was 116°, and the wind ea.me down the gorges like 
the breath of a fnrnace.(9) Arriving on the 7th at the spot where the road 
round by Deyrah, a detour of 74 mllei, dlvidc3 itself from the !.thort cut 
of 20 miles to ]{ahun through the mountains, hy whieh l\iajor BillJmore had 
dru1cended a few· month;; beforet Captain Brown selected tbe latter ; ba-viog 
in this nlattet been left, as l\'1.ajnr Clibborn was afterwards, to judge for him 4 

self. Oo the IOth they reached the celebrated Pass of Nuroosk, through 
whicl1 Lieutenant Jacob bad cut a track for artillery, ut supra. A hun. 
dred men ascended the acclivity in the 1non1h1g ; the breast works erected by 
the enemy were destroye1I, and the cuts, three of which had been ma.de acrost1 
the road by them, were repaired. }"'rvm 6 in tlie morning till 4 ia the after .. 
noon was occupied in getting the gun up the steep, though the tlistanoo was 
little more than a. quarter of a. mile ; and lt was 3 next morning before the coo
voy was got to the summit of the gorge. The heat was dreadfnl 1 and water 
extremely scarce; the earnels dropped down by dozens from fatigue; A few 
Ileloochces followed i.n the rea.r, and some shots were exchaog:et.11 but no for
midable aonoyaoce wJs experienced; the troops required to be kept three 
nights on end under ar1ns. On the I Ith they obtained a sight of Kahun from 
the top of the Pass; the doi!cent from their lo(ty bi\louack was, for a wile, 
so extremely steep1 that their progress was difficult and tardy: i.t was 2 P.M. 

before the gun was got down. The 1leat continued as intense as ever. and 
water was extremely searee. By 5 P.:u. they reached their destination; the 
whole march had been as arJuous as it was skilfully conducted. The con .. 
voy often stretched a distance of 2 1nHes, so that to guard it properly was 
impossible: through the exertions of the officers and 1nen scarcely anything 
was last. Kahun is a. small, irregular, hexaugular lawn, 900 yards in cir
cumference; it is s11rrounded by a rugged and "imperfect wall 25 feet high, 
with six bastions. It has no ditch, but a large tank opposite the gateway 
serves as a reservoir for water. It was found abandoned, the gates having 
been carried oft' and buried ; they were discovered hid in the ground ad-

9. 'rhis pa.rt of tl1e Narrative is chiefty a.n abridgement of Captain Brown.'.;s: 
Journal, published by Government: a most inte.rei:sting little brochu.r-0-. 

z 
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Jo1n111g, and repl11eed a few days after our arriYal. 'fhe fort is chieOy 
used as a plaoe of retreat, its only regular inhabitaats being the chief 
and a few fo1lowers1-the Bania.ns or llindoo merchant.!!, though numeroulf1 

themselves Jiving in bats on the plains which extend for fifteen miles 
around. So soon as the troops were housed, every effort was made 
to put the works in a state of repair~ the wells were cleared, the 
bastions strengthened,-the detachment ha.ving apparently been dinpatched 
10 be placed in a state of siege when no succour could be sent thera t The 
cavalry discovered some grain in the fieldl!, and 50 camel loads of wheat, ia 
stalk, •·ere sent in; a seeond. supply of similar amount was shortly after~ 
wards met in with; the Murrees discovering t11is e:et fire to the rest. 

On the 16th, tl1e return <:oovoy under J"ieutenaot Clarke, started for 
Poolajee at 2 in the morning. Capt. Brown, availing himself or the permis~ 
a.ion to increase the detachment originally destined to escort the returning ea .. 
mels, in eonsitleration of the diflic1llty about to be eueountcretl, accordingly 
augn;iented if by the addition of a subedar's party, consistlug of !J liavildarrt 
and SO rank and file. Finding no opposition in crossing the first hill, Lieu .. 
tenant Clarke appears to havo dirwted their retllrn to Kabun. T11ey 'vero 
attacked on their way by a. body of about 2000 of the enemy~ and cut olf to 
a man; one dhoolie-bearer alone escaping to tell the tale. 'l'be escort party 
having got so far, were ~nabled to proceed towards the bottom of tho Sur. 
tof mountain, 13 1niles from l(ah.un, with apparently but little molestation, 
The string of camels extended to a lengtb of two mile&; these had. yet forty 
miles before them of grim passes, ruggeJ rocks, and river be.:ta.( 10) Clarke 
had got his eonvoy &afe throtlgh the gbaut a.ad asseri-1bled in the plain, when, 
seeing a strong body of Beloo~hees follo\ving Jo,vn the 1nonntain, be left 
tho eamels io charge l)f the Irrogu.lal' horse, while he went back a mile with 
the infantry, and t"Oook up a position on the crest of the bill ovcrbaugiug aaU 
completely commanding the ro!ld. Ile appears ta have thought that, consider
ing the distance he had yet to march, a timeous eheck would ha.ve saved him 
from all fa.rther annoyance. The u>.otive on which he actc·l appears not only 
to have Been a brave, but a wise one, and woul<l mo.!-t likely have prov~d sue: 
ees~ful, but for one of those untoward accidenti; which no man c•ulJ have fore
seen. From the post he had taken up he could easily have kept the enen1y at 
bay. Haling sont for a supp1y of aaimunhton the messenger unhappily was 
killed before reaching l1i.11 <le.etination. The Bclooehee.;1 seeing that our fir& 
bad begun to s1ackcn 1 crept up a JbaUow cut on the tip.nk of the sepoy 
party and then darted on them 'vith the utmost ru.ry, whea, after a two 
hours' fight, every n1an vf them Wa.3 slain. The horse1ne11 fled t1J Poola.jee 

10. The particulars of this melancholy catastrophe are derived in pa.rt from 
Captain Brown's narrative,. partly from a latter ot an officer witli l\lttjor Clib~ 
born ~.s force. 
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thro'\";n amongst the assailants, of whom 6 \Vere killell by it, caused 
them to give way; wbHe a party of 40 men thrown out io that direction, 
and flanked by a couple Qf biistlons, afforded a retiring post for the survi .. 
'\'01s, of whom 10 wete by tlais means saved. Abaul the same time some 8 
or I 0 camel men were attacked while out foraging, by 20 Bcloochees, who 
rushed on them at speed, and would have inevitably cut theu1 to pieces,. 
but j'or the courageous conduct of two sepoys, who coolly waited till the as.:. 
19.ailants were close a.t hand, and then fired in their faees, wounding one of 
them and compelling them to return. The only sbeee remaining were gra.· 
zing l1ard by, when the attention of t.l1e eaemy1 luckilY, for the garrison, was 
too iatent1y directed to the destruction of the camel-men to observe the 
plunder, otherwise the Joss would l1ave bet1n serious. On the 3d July 
Shere lleg, a Bl1oogtie1 ~o whom Captain Brown had the previous year been 
of service, and who from the time our troops ente1·ed t!1e Pt1 urree hills, clung 
to llirn like a shadow, brought in 45 sbeep and goats in evidellce of his 
gratitude: a most welcome supply, the troops being reduced to their last goat. 
'l'hi.s man often visiteJ the garrison., bringing with him small suppUes of ve· 
getables an<l coudimeats-his approach was always hailed with delight. Ho 
was the only source of intelligence or stranger who visited them, and hiA 
nan1e as he approached wa8- passed from bastion to bastion as tlnit of a friend. 
He was believed to act tl1e part of a spy jn a small )Vay, wbile tlie prices he 
oblained for his com.noditics, relieved our pEople vf any a)ar1n for excess 
of obligation obtained at bis hands. Offers of assistiince Wef'e received fl'om 
Captain Bean on tbe 7tb July, but the proffered aid never reached : while 
the po1itica.l .agent at Shika1 pore wtote that it was intended to act on the 
defensive till the beats were over. J ... ieut. Erskine one tlay killed 3 out of 50 
Beloochee horse:nen who had been watching for some mischief in the dell 
adjoining; after this the enemy kept at a rci;pectful distance, and heaped 
abuse on us beyoDd the range of the artillery. '!'he same routine of dis
heartening duties continued throughout the month of July; the ean1ela 
were getting into poQr condition from the badneas or scarcity of food, and 
ma.ny of tho gun bnllocks had to be shot on the advance of disease, Intel-
Hgenee was reeeiveJ that tlie Kojjueks, instead of coming to our as~istancc, 
had joined the Murre1;s against us: the Kakurs whom Captain Bean wa& 
to send for out' relief bad turned to attack hiwself in Quettah. 'l'he men 
suffered severely ftorn ulcers, upwards of 90 of all ranks bciag laid up with 
them by the rniddle of July; \vhile by the 6th of August, 33 men were in 
hospital froxn f~ver. The cainp followers were !lubjeeted to drill~ and had 
become a.ble fo take a share of military duty. Dr. Glasse himself beeawe 
sick, and the medicine chest being exhausted, bot \Yater was resorted to and 
found e.tfectual as a substitute for purgatives. .r.'l. tremendous storrn of wind 
and rain fillell all the tanks anU inundated tl1e country around : and t.he 
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sight of the cultivators evP,ry where engaged in the labours of the field, ex
hibited to the beleaguered a.oldiers: a scene of as much cheerfulness as could 
he witnessed from such a prison. By the beginning of August tbe Beloo · 
chees bad begun to approach eloser and closer every day to the fort. Their 
matchlocks canld ea.rry twice as far as our m1.u1kets; while little parties 
liko picquets appeared seated round in every direction. A set of men who 
were watebiog in a ravine elose by, fired on the officers while walking near 
the gate. A few sepoys were sent out to entice th91n on, wben 50 l\.Iu1·reea 
imrnediately sprung up, and the sepoys having got out of the way, a shell 
was fired which killed 15 of tl1e enemy. The following extract gives so 
graphic an acoount of th~ incidents at tl1is period of the siege, that it i& 
given without abridgment (12) :....._ 

., lOth A ug.-For the Ja1>t 4 or 5 days the ilocks bad been coming closer and elo-;er 
to tl e walls, eating up what Ii ttle grasa there wa& lefc. l h1od warned Hyllutt llhan 
of thio; 3 or 4 tilllei;, and had also offered tq pnrchase 100 at lii:1 own price, but 
h-et declared I shculd not have one. Erskine and myself ti.ad finitlied tile last but 
01~e, of those we procured fr$1ll old Sheer Blu~g. We b&Ye both eJcelleot appe
tite~, altbougb shut up in a fort. To.day, 2 large flocks of sheep and·gGat3 came 
most temptingly :near, fl.nd the ;i=poy1 earn"stly entreated for some fresh meat; 
watching our opportunity (no Beloocl1ees b~}ng then in sight) we slipped out 
about 30 sepO)'S1 Oallking them with 2 bastions tilll!'d with men, and Erskine got 

the gun round to bear in tbe directiQ1), 'l'htl"re were only ~ Beloochecs just then 
in charge; they ilnmediately ran off for their lives, and the goats, by some i.n
stinct, and lO our great an11oya11ce1 follou•ed them at speed, like dogs, Two 
hor:;emen then came up looking l'ery 6t!rce1 but soon rode off on getting a shot, 
'l'o describe the dt!light of all on gettlug this llock inside tl1e foi•t is impossible; 
tbere was a perfect uproar ; ou countlug our plunder we found we had r:iecured 
300 sheep• an<l 57 goats; mo,.t of thtl latter Wl?'re milk goats, so that the high-OU 
ca.<;.tes shared the enjopnent ; 1vc immediately mElde a dhi.sion of the whole, -clurg£ 
ing :i Rupee on the head of ~ach, for the benefit oftbe widows of those who fell 
on the 16th :!.\l>ly. '!'hat evening tlJ"' fort btrname one large t:ook-ahop. 

''I lth.-Hybutt Kha.cl eame to-day to try and rt'c:over his sheep; told us NusseeT 
Khan had driven all our dt:taehmi:'nts in lo Sukkur; also brCtught a no~ fro•n 
Dodab,. the Ctiief, desiring us to leave his fort forthwith; and that he' and bis army 
would eaeoorl us duwn to the plains! 'Yhen liybutt found be could not get baek 
bis sheep, being told that most of them were alre11dy killed, be ll~w iritO a great 
rag~, and declared he would come and attack. the fort, for which tbreQt I told 
the sentry to give him a shot. when be quickly departed. 

12. '£he \vhole of the narrative of the si.ego -0£ Ka.bun is abridged from 
Captain Ilro\vn'i1 journal. 'l'he ontries from tho lOth to the l6th arc given 
entire. The capture of the sllcep is too graphic au incident to a.dnlit ot' 
a.bridgrnent. 

* 'l'hese sheep were a. great addition to the half rat.ions ; the latter alone 
being but poor food for men working all day and on guard e\•ery night. 
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u 15th.-A cossid, to our great joy, came in ti1h morning after a lapse of20 
days; could have hugged the old rascal, although [ knew him to be the greate~t. 

of apl~11. A lette1• arrifed by him from tbe Political Agt!n1. saying, it was eon
ttimplated to try arid throw in suppli~, through the a.ge11cy of Jeytt Sing, • aud 
l\Ieer llussaio, t.o save moving the troops up with a convoy. 

"16tb,-Another cossld tbi! morning. 'Ebe aystem mentioned yesterday of 
Uuowin;: in suppii~ JiRarded, bei.ng found impracticable ,; and the welcomE, ffitl$l 

wll'lco1ne ln.t<!Ulgence of &he following detachment lea:ting Sukkur fur our relief;. 
Dtttachment of .H. M. 40tb Reg£men1 1 

lst Grenadleu.1, 4 G1.u1s, 
211d ditto> 200 llorse1 

und~r the command of Major Clibborn, h:t grenadiers; rl!ceived intimal.ion du.tit. 
was aTranged bl!t.ween Hybutt Khan and the rest of the chie(s, tb;at the furmer, 
iq making :i. truce, ahould enco11rage l19 to go out foraging, and tbe11 cut us up.'1 

Old Dodah :ri.lurree had first sent a message, staling that if the detacluncnt 
wonld retire, he and his chiefs would escort them to the plains ; anti then 
intimated, through his brother, that the whole tribe would assemble on the 
3lst of August, and put the garrison to the sword. AS$omble they did
fo1• anoth'3t, but not less fatal purpose. From the lOth of August, the stir 
and activity in the direction of N Llfoosk indicated that so1ne elH was afoot. 

A fortnight afterwards, .Captain Browa wa~ informed by Ilybutt !{ban, t11c 
fricodl.v chief to whom the flocks around belonged,. that the 1\f.Llrreeis, inue
tering 3,000 strong, l1ad resolved to intercept the convoy if possible. 
'rhey had determined to have three fights should they at fir$t prove unsue .. 
cessf11l: one at Nufoosk-onc somewhat nearer Ka.bun-a.nd the third at a 
fort still farther in the rear1 whe1·e they bad vowed to stand to the last. 
'V c mwt once more horrow· the, words of the gallant commander of the 
fortress:-

• 1 3 lst.Aug.-A day of grt1at and almo11t ovt1rpowering eicitement.- It commenced 
about 5 o'clock last ""vening, wh~n the plains aud lii:lls became alive with lldoo
chel:!~ and at d<11rk, larg*<' aignPI 6r~s on the t~ps of all the hills. At day-\lrealr, 
large parties of ho1•se and foot were set:n hurrying aeros;; th~ plain to the Nuffoo!k 
pasii, on the oppo~ite side of which, we soon learnt of the arrival of our convoy:, 

from the report of one ofth~ir guns, a signal agr~ upon becwee11 us» ah-<>ut $!.IO·rise, 
we saiw colleeted on the lfer7 top of the pass about 2000 Beloochees, and others 
prowling about in all directions ; the distance, as t.he crow :flies from the fort to the 

* Jc~·tt Sing is a. Shikarpo.rc merchant, immemcly rich, and has great 
s'vay with all the Beloocheea around ; our lo3s is ahvays his certain gain i ho 
buy. ~a.ck. our stolen camels for 15 or 20 rupees, and sells them again to our 
co~~1ssanate for ti() or 60 Rs t a positive- fact. l\Iecr IIus.sain I am almost. 
pomt1ve, 'vas the cause of poor Clarke being a.ttneked. and it is f!llty pro\•ed 
it was he ;rho led l\fajor- Clibborn's watering party into the ambuscade. I 
hope he will yet moot with the punishmen~ he deserves:. 
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p1rss,. is about 4. miles ; in faet, we were compll!tely behind the scenes, and saw 
aU that the Bel'>oohees were at$ and fully expecting tn see our cGmrades ClO'llf'l:I the 
top every hour'J we were hi:ghlJ amused and excited-2 r. n. no sigln of convoy 
coming over pass, they must be fepaidog the roa.d up-3 *e. af, saw- the- abrapneJls 
flying over the bQ?, and bursting in the mid5t of the enemy with the tnost heauti .. 
fui eftect-5 P, M. still no sight of CQnvoy. Beloochees still crossing the plains 
towards the seat ofactlon. E.rskine scattered a srna.ll bQdy of them witb a <iht!ll-
8 v. M. heavy firing of guns an.cl musketry fur 10 1ninute5., when all was silent for 
the rest of the night., I should be very sorry to pass maay days of my life like 
this-I would teq tb1Jusand times sooner have been in the thick of it; the escite .. 
rnent and suspen11.e was beyond any thing I evef feh before; knowing the difficulty 
of the pais, and not seeing our people crQwa t.lie top, I fell certain there must be 
much bloodd1ed going on.t 

'' St."pt. lst.-Not a single lleloochee to be steo <'n the top of the bill at day-light 
but several pauing: aeros11 the plain in that directiott. No sight or souud or convey 
all day I Sadly perplexed to know what has becotne of them ; conclude that. finding 
the pass too strongly defended yesterdar, tbat they bad fallen back to go round by 
the Deyrab road, as I first recommended. 

'' 2d.-Beloochees. in alldirection11,and busy as bees-Another day or suspense aod 

excitement j after 11 o'e-l~k they pitclied oue of our St!'poy's lent'!i about half way 
up the 11HI, Up and down -..bich, batches of loaded and unloaJetl camels are gning; 
suppo.re the con•oy mud lil.ave dropped t10me of their baggage and stores in the 
hutry of thie:ir departure, About 12 o'clock mueh firing commenced and continued 
with inter•als Until 2 P. M.; fr'oln tbe sound, h would appear the c:onvo1 had fa11.!n 
back in the direction of the De7rah road, !!O'!lle 20 miles J cannot now eKpect to 
!Jee them fQr the next 6 or 7 days; t11ntalizing~ when they were so close; not a drop 
of spirits, a -cheroot or a cup Qf tea Jeft, or have we indeed tasted a11y for some 
Ume; SL"poys very weak from short rations, only G bags of flour Jeft. u. bad iook ... 
out; caan<>t be]p thinking of our having got our convoy over •o sciugly in May, 
when we had only a thlrd of the number of the prffeUt convoy. 

0 3rd,-Stil1 in suspense ; no communication from out .. ~ide ; all oo tlte look~out, 
particularly at night; upwards of 100 loaded c:i.meb. going across the plain, being 

* Hehveen 2 and 3 o'clock the fight of Nutroook commenced. 
t J ba.ve since heard some .surpris6 has been expressed that we <.'Ould 366 

and hw.,r Clibborn'is shells, and not rush aut to 11is succou1· J Had W'P. done so 
the tabor and pc1'severl\ncc -0f 4 months '\vould have been Uu·own away in nn 
hour, aud the Bcloochecs would have gained t.be wry object they ha.d been 
trying for without effect, since tho day '\Ve entered the foTt, namely to enti<~e 
us out ~but the thing was &ut of the question. Between us aud tho pas.s were 
4 miles of pla.i.a,. l- of a rnile 01~e Qfthc most dangel'OU5 raviues I over passed 
thro1 

: a. mountain a m.He in exti:int, and last. tho' not least, 2tl00 Beloocbees I 
I might perhaps have 1nustered 100 bayonets, but m.u.st ho.ve 1-cft somo 40 
sick behind j but the best reason of u.ll 1s, tba.t it 1va.s not until the 7th Sep
tember (8 days afterwards) w·hon we fil'3t im.w the guos in the enemy's hand, 
tha.t we had the slightest idea Qf the diaaster that had taken plaec. Up to 
t'hat date we anxiously looked out. to seo the convoy coming round the Dey ... 
rn.h road, thinking they had fouud the Nuft'ooslt l)ilSl!I tQo difli1,..-ult. 
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i:;ome distance oll', wh•!'her these are horses or camels cannot be cJ~arly ascertained 
without a glass, pl'rsuallerl the people io the fort t11at tliey were the (CJrmer, ah ho' 

the sepoys made the shrewd remark, 1.hat they uever saw horsemen look so largei 
or go s.h:ing one after the othet so regularly. About 20 borsetnen whb 8 or to 
spare horses ea.me down from the bill to 1vater near the fort~ look! as if tl1e owuers 
ofthe latter had beeo killed-2 bodit>s carried across the plain on cka1·poys, with 
a kind of funeral party following them; suppose they are two chiefs. At 3 P, M. 

saw a laq;e body ofBeloochet•s pitching a sort of carnp witbiu l~ mile of the fort, 
110 mistaking <ltll'Sepoy's tents,aleo one offlcer'a ~nt, 5 of the fc.tmer and l oflhe 

latter, exactly the numbe:r they took from Clarke's party, trust they &re tho~ only. 
but appearances are very suspicious, Just a9 it was ge1ting darkt saw the whole 
body assemb?eU in One dense mass, in front of their tents; warned all bands to 
keE"p a bright look-out when the moon goes down. 

"4th,-To.day sotne horsemen came and info.rmed us' that they had cut up our 
' convoy, taken the guns and all tbe 11tores and supplies, and had killed all the 
r uhib log ei:ct>pt 3, who wete prison~r:J in their c:\rnp'' -in proof of which as

sertion they offered to show the guns to- any person I chose to send, who ceuld 
also bring a.chit from. thepri51lners-This offer ho\vever I rt!'fu'!led, firmly believing 
the report to be altogether untrue, and made with a '9iew of getting hold of 011e of 
my people for information. Tbey also said, that if I wou\d leave the fo1•t and go 

to the plain11, they would not molest me-we had a very heavy fall of rain about 

4 P· M.-l.lote tents springing up in the l'!Iilr~ee camp, about 300 Deloochees seated 
on a rising ground ou one flank-gr!!'at amu•e1nent in watching their mo-vemeota ; 

haling I\ good glass, we could almost see into their very tt!nts, 
"Sth.-A perso-n came under the tort calling out, wishing to give us the neW!i; hail 

bad already quite enough of these pt?ople's stories., ~o sent a bullet or two after 

hhn, to hurry hh departure-all io the fort sadl)' f't'l'plt!"i:eJ to knoW' what to t11ink 
nfafl'airs-Ilt!loochees on the move in eYery direct\on-100 passed this morning 
ill the Deyrah direction, che road from which we ar~ expecting the eonvoy-thl:l 
Beloochees do not seem in good spirits, not like tnen lYh() have destroyed a large 
convoy-there has evidently been mischit!f some where-1 aLo-rm occurred about 
4 o'clo.clc1 which to our gn~at delight blew down all the Bc:laochee tents ; the1 
however soon had them ll? a.gain. 

u 6th,-No grain left for (!aineis or bullock!11 and little or no- f.,rage-they mtnt 
take thi.iir chance, poor creatures; nothing: now left but a f~w hag!i of rice and 3 
or4 offiour-10 b11gs of the lattel', which were t~rown aside as being half sand, 
now ca1neinto use, and were greedily devoured by the sepoys-a e1mel-man shot 
hiru;oelf', being detected in a theft. 

"'ith.-llaif expected, on taking a look at the lleloochee camp thfa morning, to 
find them all J11camped; but a sad reverse met our sig:ht-'fhe three guns belong
ing to the convoy staring us io the faee ! they are placed 011 a piece of rising 
ground on one Rank of their camp, their 1nuzzles pointed towards the fort, 'Yhat 
ean have become of Major Clibhorn. and his conYoy? l\:Ia.ny officers and men 

must ha1e lost their lh1es before they gave up tlie guns! 'fb':!re is no doubt nu w 

that. so1nethil'lg most disastrous mu:rit have occurred~ and we must 7repare for thP-
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worst. Sepoys keep up their sph·its acoaztngly well, not. the slightest sign: ol 

flinching, althot U1ey seem to he aware that; their situation is rather perilotn: 
luckily they cannot ~e the guns with the naked eye, on account of the jungle, 
'!'here are chanceg in our fa.ve>r }'i!t, and that the guns will not be of much use 
to tllew, h.t1 they may be spiked, 2odly, they may have no ammuniti1,n, and 
lastly, they know not how to load or f.re them; luckily tl1ey are howitzers instead 

of field piece.$; 10 A. l\1, all the Belooeh~es are assembled 1ouod the guns, 1tnd 
pt:eping into their muizles, quite playthings to them, 

"9th • .-Stnall parties ofborsetnen prowling all round the fort, watching u~ I 11oup
pose1 knowing we mc.l!;t soo1J take to flight !or want. of provisions i they need not 

be in sueh 10 hurry, as we ha'9'e. still some tice and gun bullocks left. 
11 9th.-Loaded camels sti.ll going aCioss thi! plain, 2 Bt!looch!!es 1n<lunted on 

artillery horses; no 1nistaklng them from their size and their having blinkl!rs on, 
whicb they were determined shG-uld not escape our sight1 as they gaUoped up and 
down in front 0£ the furt for an hi>uT. 

n IOth . ........Our old friend Sheer Bheg came in this morning, but in such a suspi
eious manner, that I put him prisoner; he tells us, the Beloochees' r~port of having 
destroyed our convoy is all true; he mentions petor Itaiti and :&.loore as being two 
or the lilied. 

•' l Ht..-Vlade some horsemen, who were gra,ing their h&r;;es rather too 
clo:>e, sea1nper olf, and reeei1ed much abnse from them for n1y pains. 'l'he 
!\Iurrees ackoow1edge to their having bad 80 killed and 80 wounded in the fighc.. 
Our old aequaintGuee liybutt Kheu and bis so11 are, it fa stat.eJ1 both killed,, al1to 
Kurteem Khan, who i>tsperintended the slaughter on the 29Lh June.'' 

\\"e must now leave off for a little the narrative of the heroic defence of 
Kabuo till some account be given of I.be unsuccessflll atle1upts for its relitift 
tern1i.natiog in the bloody a.ction at Nufoosk~ 

A force consistiog of I ,OOO bayonets, with artillery and irregular horse, had 
early in August been warned, by Brigadier Stevens~n, for service amongst 
the hills. The lamented. death of that able aoJ. amiable officer transferred 
to the ha.nd:1 of I\Iajor Forbes tbe crude a.nd incon1plete arrangements so 
imperiously required to be put into etfeet without a. moment's delay. 1\'Iajar 
Forbes, a. u:u.n of prudence, spirit, and activity, rea.ehed Sukkur on the 6th 
~.\ugust, a complete stranger to the country; and on the 9tht by the casualtf 
just alluded to1 found himself senior officer in Up1>er Scinde. (13) The 
first step be took. was to recommend that the garrison should not be relieved, 
but withdrawn. Having been informed by Lieut. Po.stans, Assistant Poli ... 
tical .t\gent a.t Shik.a.rpo1•e1 tha.t l\lr. Ross Bell had given the mo.st positive 
ordera for the ma.intenanee of the ~Iurree fort, he had no ahernali ve left. him 
but to U:ie all dispa.teh in preparing a force for its succour. Tbe detach· 
ment., which was aUow·ed no more tba.n 36 hours for prcparatiool consisted 

13. I.ettcr of n.Ir. SOOl"ctn.ry 'Villougbby, 2J. June 18411 in rcfcrcnco to the 
~linu.tc of the Clibborn Com1niaaion. 

A l 
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of tbe Jst Grenadiers and fta.nk company of the 2d, musteriag altogether 
about 600 bayonets, with three 12-pouoder howitzers,-this. being the utmod 
number ol fight.ing men whiel1 could be equipped at Sukkur at the time:; 
with a. convoy of 1 .200 camels and 60(} bit;llocks under their charge, This 
large train of animals, stretching over a space of four miles, 'vhere tbe Passes 
compelled them to move in single file, was considerctl no more than ne'l!e.s
eary for maintaining the garrison reinforced by the escorting party for the 
space of two months which they had been commanded to remain. The de .. 
tachment and convoy left Sukkur on the l2th, and re•ched Poolajee on the 
20th. ]Jere they were joined by 200 of the Soinde aod Poooah Ho1se, un
der eharge of Lieutenants Loch. an cl l\.(alcolrn. This raised the force to a 
strength of 850 fighting men, The licat across the desert was in the last 
Jegree oppressive ; but as the rnarche.s were aeco1nplished under night, the 
el\camplng groun'l being taken np by sunrise, no accident of note occu.rred 
on the first pnrt of the way. Oo the 2:4th • .\..ugust they left l)oola.jce, aad 
for tho next six tnarches traversed a. wild and 1nountainous couutryt abound
ing with wa.ter and forage, but where no hum:in habitation was observa
ble. (l4) 1.'he march before ret1..cf.ing Snrtof1 20 or 30 Beloocbees wbl) 
fullowed them with a view to plunder, lVere surprised by Lieut. Loch, and 
eight of tl1em killed. On arrlviog '-t U1" scene of Lieut. Clarke's dii1aster1 
they found the bleacbh:ig bodies or the dead Sepoys .!!Cattered everywhere 
around ; the guide giving a very cleilr accouot of tbe tnanner in which the 
sad misha.p occnrred.(15) A heap of stones was shown them under which 
poor Clarke 11a(I been baried by Meer Hussein, the guide now in attendan-ce. 
Fragments of his dress we['e reeognized scattered amongst tho accoutre
ments and bodies of the brave men who had fallen around him. The 30th 
of August was occupied in getting t11e convoy and guns up the ghaut,-the 
latter had to he dragged" by the men, suffering from the exoes.!livo heat of ao 
Aua-ust sun reflected from the roeks a.round,-the laborious task was com
ple~d by 6 r.u. At night they slept on the table·land which stretches from 
the top of tbt' Sut'tof to the bottom of the- Nufoosk Pass: six miles beyond.~ 
No water was to be found nearer than the bottom of tb.e ghaut, which rt had 
t~ken them a.ll day to ascend. The men were under arms a great part of 
the night, tl•e Beloochees keepiog up a fire on the camp and picqnets fro1n 
the opposite side of a.n impassable ravine. 'fbe rnaroh towards; the ICahun. 
hills was commenced at two in the moroiog. As they approached Nufoosk 
the heights were seen covered thickly with the enemy, ,,..ho shouted an1l 

14. The descTiption of the ma.reh is taK.en from a letter of a very accomplished 
officer of the force· It a.ppeared in the Bombay T-lmes of Septembel' ;-of the 
engagement, from this, and froi:n !\lajor Clibbor».'a de.apatch. 

15. See a.bove, where the gu.ide's account is embodied in tho narrative, along 
with that of Captain Brown's Journal. 
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flourished t11eir swords in de6ance-a'S we cam&-on, while a beacon 6re, lighted· 
up on the highest summit, called the scattered Murrees to the slaughter. 
The road lay along the base of the precipice, over ground intersected with 
ravines and nullahst in ono of lVhich a gun whieh overset caused considerable 
de1ay. A heavy fire was meanwhile maintained t'tom the hills, where · the· 
enemy we.re screi;ned by the shelter and within the crevicc.s of the rocks. 
On arriving at the bottom of tho Pass, they found the zigzag road, formerly 
made by Lieut. Ja.cob up the· steep, and by wbieh Capt. Brown had ascended 
with g() mueli difficulty, cut a.cross and blocked up-unfit for the ad'fa.nee of 
camels, mnch more or gun~, and only admitting men in single tile. The 
ascent, half a mile~in ]ength, was abrupt in the extreme. 'Vorst of aU1 their 
apprehensions of want of water,, whiell the late rains half led them to expect, 
were realizod. Captain Brown had written on the 27th, that owing to the 
recent fall, 'valer was likely to be plentiful: a single pool,, which could only 
be approached under the enemy'$ fire, was all that could be found-and this 
was speedily e:thausted ; and tl1e puckals, or skins, they had brought along 
with them bad leaked or dried up, and were now empty. It was ten o'clockA..M.. 
-the heat was becoming dreadful, and it was obvious tl1at some immediate and 
deeisive step roast be attempte1l, or the troops would speedily perisl1 of thirst. 
It was half-past one before the rear·guard, consistjng of a company of the ~d 
Grona.dierB, one howitzer,, and the Poonah Hor8e, came up. The guas had 
beea placed in position to enfilade the summit of the Pa~s in ftont, a.i:ul 
immediately on the arrival or the rear.guard, the storming party, consisting of 
the left and flank companies of the lst and 2d grenadiers, were' told off. 
These moved up the hill in beauLiful order, headed by Uapt. Raitt., and sup. 
ported by 100 dismounted ir:regular horsemen; a heavy fire of .shell and sbrap" 
nell being meanwhile t11a.1ntained on the crest and gorge at the summit of the 
paBl. A strong flanking party of 317 was posted at th.a foot of the ghaut 
on the: ri;;ht, whQ maintained a steady tire on the· enemy, while the reruain
der of the regiment was drawn up on the plain facing theaecUvity, and pro
tecting the guns. The storming party gallantly overcame every difficu 1ty, 
ha'i'ing forced their way over three tiers of breast· works, topped with thorns 
and bushes, built aeross their path. ~fhey had nearly reached the last turn la 
the ascent, and were just entering the go1·ge at its summit, when they were 
assailed on every side by a deadly fire from tha ene1uy, and overwhelmed 
with showers of stones hurled down from t.he precipices on all around. Ooo 
sepoy reached the gap and \Vas seen to firo through it, when the B.:loocbees 
gave a shout ~nd rushe:.I <lown sword in band. Captain lta.itt had been shot 
through the thigh., ha.If way up the mountain, and asked Lieutenant Frank• 
lin to lead the advance; but seeii1g tbis officer supporting Lieut. \Yilliams, 
who hadjnst been shot through the he-ut, he bouatl his limb with his hand· 
kerchief, and nobly took hi~ place at the head of hit i:nea. He a.nd Lic11t. 
'Villiams were both killed fighting desperately when the f11rious rush was 
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made on them. Lieut~ ~Jore receired two shol wounds in the body, and 
was afterwards eut dowo. JJieut. Loch, who led the dismounted horsemen, 
was severely wounded : he had received a. bad sword eut, with numercua. 
bruises ftom stoneP, and was forced down the hill by his orderly.,, reaching 
the guns in a fainting state. Out of the 100- men he led, 4'i were left dead 
npon the hill. The Beloocbees and ~cpoys were now mingled together 
fighting band to hand in wild eonfusion. All the ollie-ers, and nearly half 
of the men had falleo, when the remai11d-er were borne by main force down 
the hill-...hundreds of the enemy leaping frnm every nook and overpowering 
them. Seeing the impossibility of makjag a 'Stand on the rac'.le of the hill, 
the flanking party fell back upon the main body of the regiment, firing Qn 
the enemy as lhoy retired. An a.tti!impt waa: made to get into square, but 
from the unsteadiness of the many recruits wl1ich (ormcJ. the line, the move .. 
ment ended in a rally round the guno::i, now sweeping tbe plains with grape 
shot. The Beloochee~, about 800 strong,. now came rnsbing down on all 
sides, pouring on our I anks show~rs of heavy stone!!, witl1 whiel1 the place 
abounded, a1ul charging gword in hand up to the muzzles of tl1e cannon, 
whieh carried destrnction amongst them. The fire at length became too bot 
for them, and they were re1)ulsod with great slanghter, and fled in all direc
Uon$1 )caving about 200 dead on the plain. 'rbere had been in all upwards 
of 150 killed and wounded, including the fQUr officers wl10 had fa.Hen. The 
st"orehing heat of the day eontinuet.l unabated, the wind from t11c ro~ks was 
like tho breath of a. furnace, and the excmsi-ve thirst experienced was intoler· 
a.bJc. The piteous and incessant cries or the wounded for u water, water," 
were heart rending. 'Vater there was none, yet a.11 were clamorous for driuk, 
and the small supply of beer belonging to the offieers was served out to the 
most necessitous or all castes, who gra.sped at it with frantic eagerness. 
Parties with t"amels and waterskins were sent to seek for wa.ter in the ad
joining nullabs., whera the guides reported that it was to be found 
within a 1niie of the pass. The artillery horses, which were in their present 
exhausted stale unlit to dra.w the guns, were dispatchetl on a similar duty. 
under an csoort of 50 of the Seinde irregular l1orsc. The. evenhig was spent 
iu colle<':ting and bringing off the wounded; shells were occasionally thrown 
on the enemy, who still kept up a straggling fire from the hills. Party af
ter party Teturued with the dismal iotelligcoce that no water was any where 
to be fauud i and to eomplete their apprehensions, they quickly learned 
that the Sowars, who had heen sent with the gun horses, l1ad been sur
rounded in a nnllab, attacked, and cut up; through the treachery, as was 
bolieved,of A1eer I:lussein, a Bhoogtiechief. who actC!l as guide. 'l'he horses 
had btea carried off: and the camol men and dhoolie·bearera had by tl1is 
time nearly aU absconded. To make a second attempt on tlia pass was, under 
present circumstances1 0011siJered 11opeles'1 ; had the enc(ny indc~d at this 
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time attacked them, the men were so helpless from. extreme exhaustion, that 
they must have been cut up withoat resistance. They had oow been under 
a.nns and wUhout food for 16 hours; and it was resolved, that if no sup~ 
plies of1'ater made their appearance before 10 at night, the tror.ips should 
retreat. Fifty pountls were offered to any one who would carry a letter to 
Kahun, only l-l miles oft', advising C.apta.in Bt'own to ct1t his way through 
and join Clibborn's detachment in the course of the night, so that the whole 
might retire to lhe pla.ins together. No one would undertaK.o the task,
a.nd the garrison now believed lo be almost without provisions was neccs· 
sarily left to its fate : a. fate which the providential supply of sheep already 
alluJed to luekily prel'-ented from being disastrous. At 11 A. M. this brave 
but exha.ust~d band moved silently oil' the ground, earrying \'l'ith them a.a 
many of the wounded and as much baggage and convoy as could be collected 
a.nd transported. Fortona.tely no ob'!t ruction was experienced ; on reach· 
ing the top of the Surtof Pass, 7 mile.a in t11e re.ar of the sceno of action,. 
all discipUna was at aa. end. The &epoys were frantic with tliirst, anc 
rushed fnriously down the hill, leaping like madmen into ll1e pools at tht 
bottom. At this thnc tho rear was attacked by a large body of Beloocheeii, 
who appeared no one koew how or from whence. The flash of mnsketry 
was seen along the whole face of the hill, and the slaughter amongst the 
follt>wers was aevere. The men recovered themselves the moment their 
thirst was sla.ked, and, bavi11g forined a hollow square, waited tiH day
break should a.ll'ord th~m a. ~ight of the enemy. These, however, disappeared 
before dawn, carrying with them the whole o.f lho remainder of the eonvoy 
which had faHen into tl1eir bands in the confusion <>f the night. The sepoyli', 
before leaving Nt1foogk 1 had been directed to put ll1ree or four days' supply 
of flour into their l1a'llersacks, but most of them ha.d been too tired to do so, 
and they now found themselves absolutely in waDt of food. The tent:r, trea· 
sure, gl1n~, and ammunition, ever} thing in short which constitutes tbo 
m~teriel of an army1 had been lflst. The men only eseaped. Fortunately 
there wer~ still a. few camels l'emaining, and a number more joined on the 
road, as dill also 35 gun-horses believed to have been deatroyed. 'Viih such 
scanty means as these a forcetl 1narcl1 of 5t miles to Poolajee 'vas before 
them. They started at seven 1 and sb.eltered themselves unditr some ta· 
marisk trees during the heat of the day. Still occasionally fired at by the 
ene1ny, and seeking refuge bellioJ rocks and banks from the fierce rays of 
the snn, they a.rriveJ at their destination on the night of the 2d September, 
haviug a.ccamplished a mareh of betwixt 60 and 70 miles in t~e course of 
48 hours. Four sepoys died of heat on the way. and Capt. lleighington was, 
from the same cause, afteTWaTds struck with afoplexy, which proved fa.ta1. 
The total loss ln killed wa.s 177-72 were wounded. The casualties amongst 
tUe camp followers is not known, they must have b~en numer-0us. The los11 
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()f baggage was estimated at £1-0,000. (16) The enemy lost 350 of tbeir 
bravest warriors, and an1ongst them wero several chiefs. Arter a short resc 
the detachment retllrned to Shikarpore, 50 miles off, a week afterwards, 
where they joioed head~qu<1.rters at Sukkur without further accident. 

lteturaing to Kahun, where we left Captain Brown and his gaHant party, 
grieved and dis•ppohited, but not dismayed by the blight their hopes of 
relief had sustained, we find thern making tbe most or the li'le stock thef 
hart obtained possession of ~o unexpectcdJyt and still on the alert-cheer
fully waiting for what might befall, On tbe 12th the l\1urrees begsu to 
moi.-e away the captured guas, which till then had ren'ained in position in: 
sight of the fort; and the day after the lva.rriors, themselves dispersed. On 
the l7th official inteJligenee of the full extent of Major CHbborn's disal!ter 
was receivecl fram the Brigade n--Iajor (Forbes) at Snkkur, who i11ti 111ateU 
to Captain Browo1 that he might use his own discretioll u to abandoning 

16· The loss was estimated by the Agra U~hbar at si.x.1akhs (60,0001.) and 
as a considerable show of det~ls ~vas then g1~e~, this h11.s geuerally pa.ssed 
cuITent as carreet. The follow1ng is from a11-0ificru.l statement: in the hn.nds of 
government~ its a.ecuraciy may btt relied upon; _its a~ount1 a.'i given in the 
texti being about one quu1·ter that of the U.~ltbfJll' s ee.t1ma.tc. 

Dholl ............... •.OOO lbs. at 16 lbs.!••· per Rupee •••.•.••.•• Rs. 41» 3 3 
Rke .••.••...•.•. 80,48-0 ••• 29 .. ........ do ............ 2.793 3 6 
Flour •.. , .......... 82,200 3.1 ... :I ••• do • • ...... ... 2,416 6 9 
Ghee .. , •••.••...••. 5,i61 4i ............ do 1,20() 3 4 
Salt . • ........... a,2uo 200 • . . • . • •.• do • • ••••..... JG I lo 
Grani ........... 4{»60C> 33! •.• .•. • . • • do ......... .•. 1)208 5 o 
Jowa.rrec ........ 77,840 43 .. .•••. •. do ........ ,. 1}801 13 o 

To1a1 91960 4 a 

From this shoul<l be deducted six days' rat.ions of troops, followers, and cat
tle, paid du.i.ly into the commissariat treasure chest. 

The camels taken into the hills ·were-
Commissariat ................................... 978 
Sick from Lheree .............................. 150 
Private cam€"ls ........ , •••• ,,.,. ,,,., ..• ,... 50 

1178 
Died on the roa.d. above .......... 130} 330 Ilrougl1t off carrying tvo11nded •o 200 

Estimated loss at Nufoo:;i;k- 848 

Grain .•••..• , ..................... , .................... ~ ..... Rs. 
Camels 8481 at 75 Rs. a camel ....................... .. 
Bullo,'.kS 600, at 8 Rs. each ....... u ................. .. 

Gun I!orscs 2.s, at Hs. 300 each Ho••·n•o••· ........ . 
Irregular do 30, at 120 each ............................ . 
nouties old 40, at Rs. 50 each ......... ·••o••·--·"·" 
Three Guns, at. Rs. 1000 cacll .• , .••••••.•.•.•••••••••.• 
Private baggage and miseell:uieo.us iten1s ...... , •••• 

J0,000 
63,600 
4,800 
7,5(10 
J,600 
2,000 
3,000 

34,000 

Tot::i.1 ns. 1,G0,000 
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the fort. It wn. ascertained~ that by reducing the men to quarter rations 
and eating up the gun bullocks1 U1ey might contrive to subsist on this fa .. 
mine fare till the l.5th Oetober ; and so it was determined that the fort 
should be maintained') unless h-onourable terms were offered, The old chief' 
Dodah sent a message through Shere Be~, intimating that he had tWice 
beforE>"I just after the fight> offered to graut any terms we should desire, 
provided we \vould quit the country; but tbat we drove l1is emissaries 
away, and that he" was now ready to agr~e to the arrangement sug
gested, This was no oO'er of our scekiag : die opeoiag was fair: 
aud our position not likely to improv~ by delay. Captaia Br<iwn therefore 
wrote in reply,'" Dotlah 1lurree, l'll give you. back )Ollr fort, on con
ditions, Tiz.-that yo!l giv0 me personal security for my 1afe .arrival in 
the plains: if not, r will remain here two months longer, having prl)visions 
for that time." On receiving this, the whole of tbe c11iefs assembled, 
and, after consultatioa, took an oa.th on the Kl)ran that, if ho would leave 
the fort iu three days, they woul<l protect him to the plains : they wrote to 
thls effect immediately, eoncluding tba.t" whatever Captain Brown's "'ishes 
wert", should to them be law." lmn1ediatcly aftor the :trrh•al of this, a letter 
lvas brought £rum Dodah himself. in answer to that which had been written 
to him, containing an agreement on oath, and promising to .send hiti nephew 
to pay his respects, and see that tb.e terms were observed, by the people of 
the tribe. Fro1n thi.s to the conclusion of Captain Brown's adventures., we 
must draw OD his journal, wldch no longer ad:nits of abridgment. 

"2t>th Sept.-Rep1ied to Doda.h 's letter1 to the eft"eet, that I would give n:p 
the fort 3 da.ys hence, on the n.bovo torms. 81.U"prized at their letting us off 
so easily, vii, simply to return to the plains without let or hindrance from his 
people, on condition of giving up the fort, which Dodah mu~t well know we 
cannothold a month longer; plenty of room to suspect treachery, but we 
must run the r'U;k. 'fhi.s evening Guamaul Kba.n came near the fort, and sent 
a me'!sage to say, that he fearctl to venture inside., but that if 1 would meet him 
outside 1\'ithout my trooP8, he would ratify the agreement. lYishing a.t once 
to see '\Vllctl1er it was to be'- trca.chery, -or no treachery,' I agreell, and with 
Er!k.ine and 4 native officers, met 11im a.bou.t a mile :from the fort. I nover sa.w a 
man in suclL a. fright in my life. A1tl10' ho had 30 horsemen, a.rmod to the tooth, 
and there we.re ouly 6 ofus, he re~r.:tated twice bef-0re he would venture near 
us! llc thought from our coming alone, tllcro must be trca.c11cry; that some 
men wore hiddon somewhere 1 even after 've had met, he had his· horso all 
ready close by f'o? a. start. Down we all sa.t in a cit'cle. A wild scene; 11is f'ol
lowera appeared to be cxcoedingly well armed and all fine stout built men. 
Aftor compliment&, &c. the nephew began to talk very reasonably. Ho ex
pressed a hope that. ' there \vould now bo a lasting peace between his tribe and 
the Dritish; that they lta.d only fought !.t the Nuffoosk pass to save their 
country, and tl1cir live:s; tha.t it was the least t11-0y could do,. when they had 
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the fate ofUejahkban stn.ring them in the fa.ce. Tlut they h:id. never killed 
any of our people after the fight, a:1d that alL the prisoners h!ld been :fed, 
elothed, a.n.t set free/ Heconcluiled by saying that •he 1Shou.ld remain near 
the fort until we tcftJ to prevent any disturbances between hi1' people and 
inine; and that he would furnish me with trustworthy guides down.' There 
'vas not the slightest appearance of treachery. Thus ended this 1nost interest .. 
in:; conferenco. It will not, I think, he c:isily forgotten by eithor Erskine or 
lnyaelf. So much depended on it, the fate of ourselves and the 'vhole of the 
detach1nent. V(e foand these Beloochees the most civil aud polite of men l 
The confidence we ph~ocd ln t.heir \Vord, by m~eting them in tlle way we did, 
seemed to please them mu.eh, a.na from having been deadly enemies for 6 long 
montbs, heca.me in one hour the best of friouds; no doubt their joy was just 
as great in getting rid of us, as our's wa.s iu obtaining our freedom. 

"26th and 27th.-Most delightfully en1ployea in preparing for a start ; only 
10 public camels lefr., and those as thin as rats ; none hero pl'oeurablc -the 
nuDlber of sick amounts to 40, and these require 20 ! Then there are the 
ratioUB, ammunition, both guns and musk.et, \Vater and tents. In fact. I found l 
eould not move without sacrificin~ all private pr.:>porty aud halt the am~ 
1nunition and toots l obliged to call on officers and men to give up what 
private camels thoy had-this was most 'villingly agreed to ; au(l all kit, even 
to our bedding, was left. behind-the gun ammunition I was obliged to take, as 
I rather expected opposition from the Bhoogties, through iYhose country we 
had 40 miles to go. At first we wore almost nt'raid we should not be a.ble 
to bring down the gun rt-01n the wretched stat.o of the bullocks, and weak .. 
ne.ss of the men-boivevel.' we detormined to try, and leaving tho \vaggon and 
forge-cart behind, picked out 30 of the beat for the gun alotlc-the ~Toys 
thinking we were going to leave it behind, camo and begged me not, M they 
themselves \vould Urag it down and dcfeud it with their lives I When Erskine 
\Vas burning the forge-cart and waggon, the Ileloocbcos ou~ide thought we 
\Vere setting fire to th.ofort, n.ud sent to beg us to spa.re it. 

''2Sth.-'1'urned our backs Otl Ka.h.un this morning at.2 o'clock. Mu.eh trou
ble in gcttiug oft', in consequence oft.he nUDlber of sick; obliged to tie some. 
of tb.o poor fellow3 on th1: camels-commenced the ascent of the big hill at 
G, and after immense fatigue a.nd labour, got the gun te> the lop by 2 P. M. The 
st>poys lvere regub.rly overpow<ired with fatigue half way up-the C<tll f<>r wa
ter now 'vas dreadful, all that I had brought with me in the mussucks being ex.· 
pended.. Abont 9 o'clock about 300 Belo<>chees bad assembled in out' front, 
rear and right thnk, perched on the top of t.h~~ hills ; they seemed highly amused 
at our get.ting the gun up ; but wl-e11 they .saw the sepoys coroplct.cly done 
up with thirst anll fa.tigne, they called out ; 'ah r you will never get tho gun 
do,vn to t.he pla.iru;, you. hall better gi.ve it to old Doda.h.'-I offored them 
money to sho\'f us some 'lvatc~, tbey :said they would for l,000 Rupee3 ! After 
10-mc talk they a.grc.1d. to sho\v us some for 100 Rupees, which ·was immedi
ately given thom,-t.11cre \Yas just cno-ugh to give each man a ha.ndfu.l or so 



and then they set to, :i.nd got the gun up. I r~a.lly thought at one time we 
must hnve left it behind. At the very top of the p::i.u 1\'ere about 5(} of 
IJybutt Khn.n's follO\'l'ers; these men swore we shoulrl not go any fuJ:"ilier. 
until \Ve ha.d paid for tho flock of sheep ·we captuJ:"ed on the 13th August ; 
however, when it came to the point, and seciug the gun too elose to be 
plcnsant, they thought betLcr of it, and begged a. f'ew rupees for IJybutt Kb.a.n's 
family, who they said, wore very poor; it was as much as I could do to 
restrain myself from giving this party a. round of grape. It's well I did not 
perha.ps, as it would most likely ha.ve embroiled mo with the rest of the tribe, 
:ind my dct.ichm&nt 'vas not in much of a fl.ghtlng oondition I It wa.s now 4 
P. n. and we bo.d still to tle.soond the Nuft'oosk pass to s-omo water, which our 
}.lurree gaide reported was in nbnuU.ti.ucc 3 tuiles from the bottomt in consc-
11ucnce of 1nuch rain having fa.llen.(17) Commenced descending, when a. spec· 
taclc, the 1nost ho,rible to be conceived, met 0•1r sight : the bodies of all 
our poor fellows, both -officers and men, who f~ll on the 31st August, lying• 
unburied witb all their clothes an ! lmving been 1neroly dragged oft' the I"O:Ld 
-Raitt 's body was the first1 being almost on the top of tho pa~ ; through 
this dreadful scene, we b.ad to lower our gun down the hill, inch by inch-I 
would have gi'len worlds to l1ave bllried the poor fellows, but this wa.s out 
of the question ; we had then been l '1 honr.11 under arms, a.nll ha.d still to 
seek for water, beiides which, we 11a.d no intrenehing tools, Tho bodies 
were lying on heaps, which shows what a. bitter fight it must have been. The 
ltlurrees.spoke highly of poor Raitt's bravery in being at t11.c head of all ; they 
had buried all their own dead at the bottom of the 11i1I, but :i.lthough I offer
ed them any money they clt0ose to ask, t11ey refused to bury our~s in conse
quence of the state of decomposition they were then in. After much labour, 
got tho gun down the hill antl proceeded on along the ta.blc land until 't 
o'clock, when we fouud wa.ter in a.burula.ncc, in a. deep water course, on tbo 
ba.nk of which wo bivouacls.ed for the night. Alth.o' the men had ha.d no food 
an da.y, they all (snvo the picket.a) immediately fell nsloop, without tasting 
a bit : they l1ad been 19 hours un ler a.rms9 the lst bugle h:i.ving been 
sounded at 12 last night. l{a,tl this wa.tcr been fnu.nd when the fight of the 
31st took place~ what a different talc would ha.ve been told! 

11. '.l'hts n.ppenr.s to ha.ve been the passage seized upon by tho Court of 
Enquiry for tho famous tleliveranea 'vbich amounted tt) this-tha.t l\1a.Jor 
Clibhorn was culp.'Lble for not keeping a sharper look out for water~ the 
men ... vho were perishing wit.h thirst. raight, according t1> the report, ba.ve 
found water within 300 yards of tb.cin if they ha.d looked for it I There is 
no doubt of the fact, if they h:W just remained where they wero 28 days long
er, till after the rains had fallen l 'l'his entry of Captain Brown, together 
wit.h that oftl1e 9th, IOtb and Ilth May, 1vill give some iJea of the diiii.culty 
of forcing the pass of Nuf\losk f 

* Sinco writing this, l am happy to say I have succeeded in gettiilg all our 
poor cotnra.des b'.lriod-tboir remains now lie in ona la.rgc gra.ve in the ground 
on 'lvhich they fought so gallantly.-)(undoo Khan, the nephew of llcejali. 
Khan, accomplished this desired objeet for me, in \vhich he ''as assi~to4 by 
some of the ~'lurrees engaged in the fight. · 

H I 



" 29th.-Marchcd this morning to the top of' the Surtoff Mountain, 4 n1iles 
descende<! hill, lowering guu. down with drag ro9es ; reached bottom at 10 
o'clock; on examining one or the gun 1vheels, found the iron 1vork of the 
axle.tree box split in several places; to all appcara.noe it seemed impossible 
to repair it, or that the gun coutJ. travel any further; but Erski1le by gront 
exertions, got it bound up, and on we went again, a.tarting at 2 P. 11,J but 
tliJ not reach our ground until 10, ha.viog lost the road, got ja.ui.med in 
between ravines-1 i.:;hould ha.ve wished to hl\ve tnn.de only one march a. da.y,. 
jq consequenee of the weak state of the men. but there was no help for it,. 
on 1ve mus~ go, night as 1vell a'! day, having only 2 days provisions with u.~. 
Here no wa.ter wrui procurable; luckily the sepoys wero so done up, that 
they soon fell asleep, and forgot all a boat their thir.st. Received an eJ:pres& 
f'ro10 the Assistant Polit.iea.l Agent, warning us to expect opp0&tion from the 
Bboogties, whooe country we are now in ; not in much of a. fighting train1 

half the men being on ca.mels, but with the gun I think 1vo ha.va not much 
to fear from them. 

"30th.-Started at 5 .a.. u. and a.rrived at 10 a.t a. beautiful stream of water 
-on this march I lvas obliged to throw away n.Il the runmu.nition, sa.ve a fe\1' 
rounds of grape~ otherwise I must have left 8 or 10 sick behind-men a.nd 
camels reg11la.rly go.ve in during this march1 a.ud how· wo got 0;11 $11.(e up, I 
hardly know-Remaining with the rear.guard, I cheered tl1em on as 1vell a.a 
I could-one poor fellow died on the ca.met•s back. Oar I\l1.1l'.re0 guide, who 
had behaved as yet very well1 did au act of extraordinary kludness for a 
Beloochee: hearing that one o! our people was left behind for want of car .. 
ria.ge to bring hirn on., he lVent ba.ck of his own a.coord, mounted bim on his 
hor"", and brought him into ca.mp, walking himself by bis side, From this 
ground, sent off an. express by our l\.lu1·ree guide, (the only man who would 
venture) to Poolajee, for some spare oamels and gun bullocks, and we pro
ceeded 011 another 8 miles a.t 4 4. M:.,. gott.ing to BQme wa.ter a.bout lOo'clock. 
L.i" October lst.-Sta.rted at 3 A. r.t:. aud marched on 8 miles-soon after our 
a:rrival, to our great delight, up cam.e our Murree guide, with some Scinde 
horse, spa.re eameb and gun bullocks-proceeded on to Poolajeo at 4 p. u., 
reaching that post at 12. distance 14 miles; 011 coming out of the hills into t\le 
plain, fired off' our howitzer to ghre notice to our friends at Lheree, the head 
quarters of the 5th Regim.enh of our !'Jafe arrival. 

'' Thus a.fter o. detontion of.:> lD.oo.ths in the fort of Kahun, wrus our escape 
from tha.t position and the Murrec hill.19, acoomplished. The Lhardships a.nd 
privations circumstances fo:recd on us~ were m~st cheerfully borne 'vith hy 
all. After the attack ou :J.\.Iajor Clibborn's pa.rty) it often appeared impossible 
to expect a. release, yet not a murmur 1'.'as hen.l'tl. Oa no oue occasion h.00 
I to iind f:l.ult with tho men, and the alacrity a.nd cheerfulness :1vith which 
they performed the exceedingly onerous duties 1vhich I was fol"ced to exact,. 
reflects, in my humble opinion, gi·eat credit on the Ka.lee (6th) Pnltan and small 
{leta.chment of Artillery. Of the constant aid afforded :me on eve1·y occasion 
by Lieut. Erakiue and Dr. Glasse;i 1 note nothing ; it ea.a never cease to be 
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l'resh in my n1eu1ory; aml their rank is too near my own to adn1it of my say .. 
in;: all I could wi.sh or thcydeserve1 even in this my private Journal.~' 

'fhe admirable eonduet of Captain Brown earned for him the thanks of 
Government and the cordial applause of India at. l:i.rge: and he was im
mediately created Brigade ~I .. jor, in Scinde1 io room of l\.lajor Boscawen 
just then promoted i he wa-1 afterwards raised to the rank of 1¥1ajor by 
Brevet, and appointed to the c1>mma.nd of the Bheel corps iu Guzorat. 
Nor admidst the obloquy endeavoured to be heaped bJ a section of the ad
mirers of Lord Auckland's poliey on the Aifgban tribes1 who dared to 
resist the invasion of their countryJ did the generosity and honour of the 
l\lurrees, and their aged chief, wholly pass unpraieed. 

Though Doda.h the blurrec chief, and Beebru~k theleaJer of the Bboogtiest 
11ad been induced to a1Iow military poslsi to be established ia their respec
tive holds. of Kahun and Deyra.b, neither of them had ever made submis.iion 
or acknowledged iilUprema.c). ( 18) With our retireinent from the country,. 
the objects for which our troopsi were sent there-if indeed these 
ha.d ever been under.stood-appear to have been entirely forgotten. 'Ve had 
taoght t.,he hlll tribes two lessons, which were oew to tl1e1n and fatal to us ; 
-they had learned that representativea of the British government could. 
tamper '\'filb truth, and give j ustlce to the winds. i that \Ve could break our 
pledges, and press demands, at the bayonet's point, of tribute which had 
never been our tlue; aud thaL if tl1ey took advantage of the natural strengtl1 
of their fastnesses for the purposes or mountain warfare, they could compel 
us on any occasion to capitulate, or turn us back upon our path of conquest. 
The nation whieh1 throughout the East~ had bitberto been known as 11 hn
inutable in faith, invincible in arms," was found failing in both beyond the 
·lndus t 

The capture and imprisonment of the Deyrah cl1ief B~ebtuck llas already 
.been referred to~ in the instructions furni&hed to l\.iajor Billamore, it was 
stated that the llboogtie.s and .L\lnrrees not only plundered in the plains, bnt 
ga\•e shelter to robbers, and received stolen property. They were believed 
to have robbed us of as many as 5000 camels{! !) and they had given refuge 
lo .Beejah Khan, a notorious freebooter.(19) This man was a chief of the 
Doamkees, and io consequence of bis power and activity he had been for 
some time &eknowledged head of the tribe. It was said hei eould muster 

l 8. VY o once more draw for our facts on tho admirable st~ supplied by 
the Cutchce letters nl:teady repea.tedly referred to. 'l'he writer subscribing 
himself 4t Nufoosk," (1~mes~ 19th June7 1841,) states tllat~~theplacing of ntilitnry 
lJOsts 'vithin the bills was not thougb.t of till after I\Ia.jcr Billaxnore's return to 
the plains.'' 

19. Cutchee Letters, No. I.; for the most pa.rt greatly abridged-in part, 
however~ copied wtbatim. 
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'20b followers for a foray info the plains. Various attempts hnd in ra~n been 
made to capture hirn. At lasl he was indu<"ed to sub111i1; but fearinfl' trea
t:hery, he stipulated that Umeer Shaw, a. reno1rued Syntl (holy man) 

0

shon1d 
accompany hhn to an inter"View \Tith the I~ritish authorities, Conceiving 
that, with a eompanion the saere1lness of whose pt>rson asstue·:l him of prt)~ 
tection, he was safe, he proceeded to Shikarpore with his nephe\vg anJ a 
few followers. lie was received as became the head of a warlike cla o, and 
for four days was treated with all honour by Lieut. Postaas, the Assistant 
Political Agcnt1 whom be visited daily. On the fourth 1lay, while paying 

his respects to Ll1e resident as us11al, lie i.i.nJ his attendants \Votra seizeJ, 
without rea<Jon or warning given, and tiu·own into the pri:;on at Bukkur, 
where they were detained for n-1a.ny months1-thair horses, a.rrns, and orna· 
n1ents being sold by public auc:tioll ! The or<ler for this waiS given by l\fr 
Bell, then at Sukkur, ~5 miles off'. The wl10Je of the trib86 regarded it as 
a direct breach ofprornisc towards a ma.n )Vho Jcfled. us to capture hin.1 i .an1l 
wbo1 on stipulations being granted, voJnn·arily can1e into our cam1>. The 
$ame vie'v was taken by the o:licers of the forcij; anti jf we are to j11dge from 
re~ults, perhaps at last by the chief political hirn::elf. 1'he rnoncy arfaiug 
from the sale of the horses and other pr!)pcrt.r w;is at Lheree paid oTor tr> 

the chiefs some time after their libera.tion I (20) This mueh of expfonation 

20. 'l'his is ·the version of the Cu.tchec letter-writer, ·whose narralive has 
throughout been very closely adhcrcJ. to, '!'he subjoinQ<l passage is a correction 
on this by one of the Assistant Political A gents forn.icrly in Scinllo ;-

'' ]n Jone. 18391 lHajor Clibborn mO'llt:'d1 iute11dir1~ to proceed to the UiHs~ 
but wae u11able from climate lO proceed f>1.rth1~t th<1.l'I Shlkarpoor from Sukkur, 
losiog o.n lhtt way I otlicer) and 14 mt"ll· n ... ja l{hau Doou1lde was the most oote1! 
freeboOt~r of the plains; a11d was lhe object of the mOVt'lnt'ut, a~ he aloneCitu~ed 
Us a loss (J( about 2 Lacs of rupees. lle wa~ t>UC.-red by Government Its. 3000 a 

"' month to leave his Ut'farious practices and engage to prowct the road between Shi .. 
lcarpoor arid Dadur. lleja 1·efused to do so hy l~tter, ai1d act'o11111anit:d his refu s~l 
With insult ! .As &.oon as the col cl season howevt>r St.t in, lJeja sent earnest pt!ti
tions to be allowt!tl to c1Hue iu; which w:ui. rlffu1wd unlt'S!I \\<ith <Hitulitions. 'l'h<t 
lst As1i1istant then; lvlth thri!e or four of the Kh)eeri uihe proceeded tot.he haur.t& 
of the lJoomldeJ who flt>d. The Khyt>e1i~s a(to:!TWards r~u i11tu 811 ambuscade pre
pared for tbt>m by llt>ja, aud were til'lt!ated.. The detachmetJts u1H!er l\Iajor lli~
lamore •ere 1he11 pu:;;ht'd actollis tbe deseit, acco·1np<tt1ied by lke lst A"islant; and 
1he Jc:knu1ct• chiefs, after sel"eral encounters wi1h our Ilorne, and being p1u;bed 10 
desperation fur want or food, surrt'ndered thetO&ll'I Wt."S to tke Political Autho,·ities, 
and llt-jal1 Kha.11, the l•oomkie chit'f, aftt!r a plt-dg<!" se11t tu him ~l"rhally tluoug:h 
Amt-t'r Sh11.n the Syud, to the l'll~ct that Iii~ life should be Sp<lrild, but. without 
other conditions, also 5'urrentll!r~d himst>lf to the aunt:> a11thori1y, in bis own coun
try at. Shap(Jor. At 1his ti1r1e he wss in O,fl'En hostility virh us, and Jrnd been 
warn1;1J,tbat if be pt>rsist~d in his frt-t-hoo1ing practices, a price wauld beset 011 

bi& head-Btija Kl1au wa" i>er;t in a PYi~ono:r to Sukkur uudeT a strougguartl 
\:Omm 111ded by Cap1..&in Et·~kint", and he w~s fuUowl)'d, as t1pt'edily as po.,;silJJe, by 
the Assistant Pu1i1ical ..:\.g~nt. Previous tu Ilt>ja's sun•e11der, l\lttJor liilJamor~ 
marcbl"d in10 the llill!I-, o.mi as the mou i111pottant object wa:; then co11siderer.I tu 
be the llCJgotialiuus wilh the Doomkie and Jt1kranee 1rihes, tht> Political Assistant 
tlid iiot con1.itit!r lii111s~lf nulhori:i:t"d to lt>ave lhe plains until this duty 1Va:1 per8 
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In reference to these chiefs is neceitsary, bee,1use t11eir e11se was repealeilly 
referred to by the A-lurrees in Lheir negocia.tion!j with Captain Brown; aud 

fonoed. The waot of' J'uJgmeat' of ~I1jor B. at DeJ'rah iu deputiog from 
hisotdt'rS, which Wt're specific to u'!e the 1nov conciliatory tnea~urcs 011ly, was the 
sole cause of tlte catutropbc: wbfob easu~d.''-Do1nbay TiJnes, J.Vay 26,. 1841. 

This letter elicited the following rep1y from Liellt. (now .Major) Jaeob :-

'' S1a,-In your paper of the 26th 11ay, which I have just received, I perceive an 
assertio11, given on the autbority of a correspo1ulent on wbt>m fl)U s.ay you can 
place: very i1nplicit rolianee, tbat ' The want of jutig:11rn11t of MaJOr Billa1nore 
at llttyrah, h1 departlrig fro~n his orders, which 1vere speei fie, to use the 1noi>t 
eoneilhuory measuce.1 only. was the i-ole cau!e of tbe catastrophe whieh ensuc::d.' 

H Auacks on t.hc:: dead are selJom cre<litabi~, and at least should be founJed on 
trulh. In this instani:I:! your correspoudt."nt isi 1:1ltogether mistaken,~ and I beg 
leave to cr.tntraliict l.1is as1ertious 1no~t e1npbatic::illy. 1 was on Vt!rf int.hnate terms 
with Major BiHa1nore duriBg the who-le time he was employed on the serviei?' in 
question, and well acqa:~inted with th~ in1>tn.:icti«>ns re~i.,·ed f101n the political 
authoritiu~; I can po~itively aisert that he neither 'dlo'patted frc.>m Jljg orders1 

or (]isplayed • 11111 want of judgment.' His ituuruetiou; were 'w use .eooeilia
tory 1nea&ures, but to r08ist t"nsul& or agg,•esfton. to tlte utmost.' 'l'h-e latter 
words art!' o.t)t alluded to by your eorrt.'.~poiult!'ot-for reason& bet.t kl)OW11 to 
hlm~lf i Dut l can di.ini11etly deciurti1 th11.t the LROSt conciliatory ine1uures wert' 
tued bf M11jor Jlillamore unLil the at.tack ruade 011 hhn 11.t llt!)rah by tbe whule 
.lJU.oogtic tribt'. An imperft'ct aecount of l\Iajor Uillflmore'1:1 proceedings in tl1e 
Hills was givt!n some t.ime since in yOttr p.ap~r i11 a l1ttt1tr iigr1ed • i.Va.foosk :' 
that :u:c:nut~t is correct at fo.r a"' it goes~ and w.is written by me i the eireum\oLauet.'.~ 
llese:ribed in it will shew, not only that i\lii,jor ili1lamore did uot >let with wai1t 
ufjutlgm!!nt, bot that any oth14r lioe o( eontiuct but t.lie on~ h~ pursued would, 
in all pro~~bility, have ensured the loss of his littlt!' t.letachment. 

H Very many memben of our lit.tll' party in tht!' hills a.la.~ I are dead, but there 
are enough left to bear witness to the truth of wha~ I luvc said aUovl", and l 1rust 
they will do so.-J arn, Sir, you1· 1nost uliedient st>rva.11t, 

.-~ Queua, IS!h June, 1841.'' u J. J.\co:s, Artillery Lieut." 

"Su1,-lri contir.ultion of my lct'ter ol )t!fit~rdl~ 1 si datl!'1 I bt>g li·ave to pllint 
'Out otlrnr inaccuracie11. in the letter or your evrrts:ion.i~nt tl1t'rein allruled to, Your 
c:orrespond1:mt S3JS ( 'l'i1E fir;;t tu••l·trnit tln~n 1 wi1h tine~ of thd Knyeeree trilii:>, 
proceeded t<> tile hauut' of the J)o(Hnkee, ~ho lleJ. 'l'he lih)'e~rees after ware.is 
tell into an t\mbuscttde prepared for thein by .Bt!ejah, 1u1J w~re defoated. 'J'he 
detaehmentJ U•lder ~Iajor Uillamore \Vere then pusbe<l ao::toss t11~ desert aeeom
panied by the fll'tt a~sistant, &e. &c.' 

~. On ll1is I tnU!t remark, that the ka11nls or the Doomkees extended over the 
'Whole plaiu of Upp~r Sc:iode-i !O that it is pr1>h;1Ule 'the lirst. assistaa&' did visit 
.tome Gf them. llut the !lead QQarters. of the trilw1 ancl lleejah Khan himselft 
wt're at Puolajee, and did o.Qt fly u•itil the vt!'ry l llf befort1 1\lajor B1llamor.e 
reached the vl11.ce; when they set fire to the to1v11, weut into the hills, and eneamp
ed in a ta\line some twd\o'e milt:"s distant, which camp was \lisited sort1e days i:tftt'r~ 
1var1h by Capt. Bro"''•' anJ my1e.i. (~ w<:1s afte:r this that the • Dr.tt asstscant' 
fin"t \lisited Poolajee. Thie li.hyeerees wert!' put to flight by lleejatt Khan ma 1y 
days aft~ tht!' arrival of ~I:iJOr ililiamore al l'oolajet'1 11nd the ll11jor was actually 
present uc1der arms ju the field at the tim1:i wi1h lnsi w11ole fore~, )"L't your curres~ 

pandent gravely wrirnsi, a.ft<:'? mentioning: the d~fo!at, ' 'l'h!.! detndunt'nls under 
Major lli.la1nur1t w .. re the,.i p.i:>lhecl aero~s th~ de~ert.' 'l'herlj are other iluc .. 
-e1u.aeies in your correspondent's lt'ltcr, l>ut I.have 1ne,uio11o:d 0111) thus~ of" wllfoh 
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\\·ill in1Urectly fa.11 to be spoken of in another point of view, The distrust 
occasioned by these diaingenuow proceedings wss one great source of our 
difficulties throughout the next twelveroootll of alrnosl incessant fighting. 
'J'he secret of the almost instant pa.e~ll'!ation which ensued on the resignation 
of 1\Ii' Dell, and cootiauerl to the close of our ooonec.tion with the country, 
arose from the thorough restora[ion of confiJe11ce hy the appoiotment of 
Ma.jar Outram. This officer was well known to tbein i they placed the 
most implicit reliaaee on bis assurances-whether promis.es or threat.s~-a.nt.1 
they found that in this they had acted right. 

111 December, Captain Bro\vn, who ha.d been placetl in poHtical employ 
by Air Bell, was sent on a: 1niasion into the h:Iu.rree hills to negociate tern1s 
of friendship, oa condition of their returning to us the guns eaptrtred at 
Nufoosk. l\Ir llell hirnsclf toQk up his q1\arters ftJr a time at Lheree, and 

expected that the Chiefs of the hill tribes would come in an1l render sub

miiuion1 as a considerable i'orcc vr.t~ collecting in the neighbourhood for the 

purpose uf coercion, if oeee:!isary. lleebruck was not yot at liberty1 tbougb 

now present with the Chief Political A.gent, and so great was the distrust of 
his neighbours and friends, that tl:ey~ anxious to see hirn, could io nowise 

be induced to come within four miles of the lle..Udeney, though Captain 

Brown ltad gone out ahn-0st unatteD.de<l on purpose to induce them. This 

I was an e1e witneMI, and in wbich I was a party concerned. Verily your cor. 
r.ei;pondent'a facts aptwar lo btt ofeque.l value with bis opinion of l'\Iajor Billarnore'ti 
judg1nent at Deyrab. Hut perhavs no one but a Political officer is, in Upper 
Scind"", allowf::!'d to posse~i l11e fa<iuhy of juJgmentl 

"' Theeausl;! of our l'everses was at one litne \Valpole Clarke't rsshneM, now it is 
l\1aJOr Bil\amore'i1 w~11t of ju'.tgm'l!nt whlcb caused the' catastrophe I' \Vhy 1hesc 
repeated accu~atiot1'5 ag:si nst dead men ~ the ati9wer is obvious,-th~y tt'll no 
tales. Poor Clarke bad hl;!en concerned in many a dangerous advt'nture before 
h~ ever saw Upp~r Sci~de: his darjng was so different from rashness chat [ 
doubt if many cooler or more f.1.r-seein.i: soldi-ers of his age eveT e.x.4ted, .riajor 
Billamore judged wrong in not allowing l1imself to he destroyed without re$iS.tanee 
at Deyrah J But whert! was the judg1nl:!nt. (setdng aside the question of lfrea.eh. 
of faith) displayed in tb!:.' imprisourne-ut. of B"'ejin Khan ·and Janee, or in wrLtiug 
submisaive l"'tter'!I. in t.he name o{ thu Ddti~b Government, tu Dodab Murre-e 
arter t.be affair nt Nufoot.k, or iu ma11y other instances I could mention? Jiad 
these eff'Olt~ of wi.:Jdum no influence in bringiug about the • catastrophe1? Your 
correspondent is apparently a political oflic~r, and perhaps not unacquainted witb 
' the first as.sistar1t., of whom he writes. Let hiin inake hiinself acquainted 
with tlu~ t:ipi11ion oftbe l{o1ne Governrnent wiLh regard t.o the ' J t.id"'mecn' of tile 
states1nen gf Upper Scinde befc,tre be pre1>ume$ to Jay the blame oflbeir acts 00 
the 1nem0Ty of gallaut soldieria: now deceaile.J-Let your correspondent also appear 
in his real name.>. 
"Ano~~ym?us aQct1S;ations are in ge11eral little altended to; and nothing but your 

gra'e E1J11or1al remark 'that your correspondent's oommonicadon fa a 'lalaahle 
fragment of bi11tory1-' together wilh 1ny own personal knowledge of itg ettlum
nious naturt>, would IJJve iuduoed me to con1~ forward in this instance to de{end the 
character of decea'!.ed frit!nd&. I a.m1 Sir> your most obeJieut $ervant1 

u J. JAC.on, Artillery I.ie-ut." 
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officer proceeded abot1t 20 miles into the hills nearly alone, and then at 
}eagth a secondary f\.furree Chief was prevailed on to visit the British ReSi • 
dent. To ~trge the return of trophies taken io fair staod .. 11p fight seemed 
unrea3onable-our guns eouhl never be usetl against us; they had been 
placed in a mosque a.s tropl1ies, and were valued by them and worthless to 
us. This point, therefore, was abandoned. Two Chiefs at length -..i3ited 
Mr Bell in Jan nary 184:1 i they pledged themselves on the Koran that they 
and their respective tribes would abstain from ph1nilering oo the plains, and 
questions of tribute and allegiance were carefully avoided. This was called 
11uhmission ; and so the curtain drops on the affairs of the Alurrees, with 
whieh we found. that we had no further occasion to interfere. 
Th~ Governor· General~ it is said1 was never officially infor1ned of the in ... 

tention to demand tribute from the A1lllrrees1 and he is believed to have been 
greatly offended with the whole proceedings, These events occurred. simul. 
taneously with those terrni.natlng lvith tbe surrender of Dost Alahomed, 
narrated in the previous chapter) and with the occurrences about to be enu· 
mcrated in conneetioo with the affairs of Nusseer Khan of Khelat, which fora 
twelvemonth kept Seindc and Shawl in a st.\te or incessant conflict. The 
Deyrab and l{ahun episode stands by itself, and apart from the rest: it would 
be incomplete without a short notice of the proceedings of the Court of En. 
quiry appointed to investigate the causes of the loss of the convoy at Nufoosk. 
]..fa.jor Clibborn, in closing his despatch, earnestly solicited that a. riuid 
enquiry should be instituted in regard to his condllet a11 the unfortunate eo~a 
mauder of the convoy: and the &olicitation was immedia.tely complied with 
by the Supreme Government. Not that there was any charge or .suspicion 
of culpability or mismanagement, but with a view of silencing obloquy where 
it was unmerited, aaJ. ot bringing to light the sources of misarrangements 
sqmewhere supposed to exi&t. l\.lajor-Geueral Brooks, commanding the 
field•force in Upper Soinde, was instructed to nomlnate the officers required 
to constitute the court,, over which he himself was appointed to preside, and 
to proceed with the iuvestigation without delay. (21) l!"'rom the tenor of 
what has already been stated~ it will appear that tho patty whoso character 
was chiefly implicated throughout fer the primary occupation of l{ahun, 
the determination to provision and reinforce the garrison when the military 
autl1orities \Vere of opinion that it ought to have becll withdrawn,, and others 
of the unwise measnres which led to the result of its final abandonment, was 
uone other than the chief political agent himself. It has been repeatedly 
stated that 1'1r Bell was an able man : he had a singular facility of gaining 

21. The !\{embers of the Court weu Lieut •• Colonel (now Ma.jor .. Genern.l) 
Valiant, H.M.'f! 40th; Lieut.-Colonel \Vymer, 80tb Beugal N.I.; Major Fa.r1·el~ 
6th Bombay N.I.; and Major Lloyd, of tho Artillery. 
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li1e mastf!!ry over W(!aker minds with whom he came in contact, when he oon, 
ccivcJ it to be his interest to head them to his wishes. The use made by him 
of the influence thus obtained was, on the present occasion, in the last degree 
unjustlfiahlc. The Clnef Political, who was one of the most vindictive of men, 
had special grounds of grlldge against J\Ia.jor Clibborn, on whom he appears 
to have delermiaetl oow to b~ avenged for the share taken by him in the most 
indecent controversy betwix:t the l)Olitieal and military chiefiJ the precolling 
year. Captain Clibborn was, in 1839, Rrigade-1\fajor to Colonel Gordon, 
and gave some of the most important evidence before tlle Court of Enquiry 
in refutation of l\.1r Bell's charges against that officer, (22) General Brooks 
was at this time understood to be entirely under the thumb of the political 
agent; and ll1ree out of the five officers, who constituted tho commission, 
w-ere at the date of the enquiry residing under his roof. The coutt 
having adjusted Jlreliminaric~~ l\Iajor Cllbborn read over a statement 
of the eaie, tlie correctness of the whole of which was deponed to by every 
one of the surviving officer-s whu had been present with him at Nufoosk. 
These gentlemen were afterwards examined, but that npparently with the 
view to inculpation rather than for the elleiting of truth. Major Forbes, 
tben comm.anding at the !tation, and Lieutenant Postans, the chief political 
assistant at Shikarpore, also at hand, the conduct of both of whom became 
the object of special observation1 were ca.lletl on for no e.r.pla.nations., al· 
though it afterwards became apparent the.t they could fully exonerate them. 
solves of the charges brought against them. Dr lCirk, (23) '"ho had accom
panied t11e detachment, l1ad made numerous and valuable sketches of the see .. 
nery, and these, when produ~d ia court, wete considered evidence of the exis
tence of water, against the testimony of the living witnesses \Vho deponed that 
there was none. By a singular fatality the report of the Con1mission found 
its way into the newspapers before it had reached the hands of Government.. 
This of itself immediately demanJed investigation. 'l'he matter 'vas involved 
in mystery, and clouded with a grievous amouDt of mis-.statemenfs1 (24) 
and though the manner in which it obtained premature publicity was never 
officially nccounted for, it was perfectly well understood by the public, 

22. The whole correspondence- on this subject, together with the evidence 
.referred to, wa.s published in the Bombay 7'ime$, J\Iay, 1841. 

23. This very tal~nled officer 'Yas sent on mission to tho Court of Shoa in 
Abysisinla. along with :!\Iajor HarrisJ &c. in I\Iay 18!1. 

2-1. 'rhe sensation this inattcr created for many months warrants us in en .. 
larging ou it more than. its importance de1nn11ds, as connected with the Affgha.n 
"'ar. 'fbe :repor~ 'vas dated 20th NQv. 18-10, and it appeared in the Jlonibay 
Cou1'ier Dewspaper of the l()th Dec. t-thc post occupying 15 days f'rom Sukkur 
lo Bombay. It appears M if the copy meant fQr Govcrn1ncnt had been kept 
back on purpose until the public should have seen the nomJpa.per account. It 
was known to have been 11and<>d about for so1ue days at Poonah before being 
sent lo ll<>mbay. 
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The Court baving elosod its enquirles, met after a few da.ys' adjournment 
to report proeeediogs, wheo the President, oo takfng llis place, prod11eed a 
paper whicll he said etnbodied his opinion~ and that if the 1nembers approved 
it would be adopted as the repott of the Commission; or1 if it was not so 
adopted, ea.eh member should give his opinion in writing. The document 
in question, the same as was afterward$ published, ha.ving been read., and 
the mem.bers having becct called upoo, beginniog with the yo11ngest, eacb 
ira.ve his asseut wit.bout commentary. Colonel Valiant was the last ea.lied 
upon to vote. He declined adopting the report, pointing out its irreleva.oey 1 

and calling attention to the nllmerous points whleb appeared wholJy unsup
ported by evidence. The Presideat replied that sorue of the matters ob
jected to were notorious throug-hout Iadia. and being irritated a.t the ob· 
jeetioos being pressed, Brigadier Valiant haviag remarked that were the 
report forwarded to Government in its present form1 it waA sure to be re
turned disapproved of-General Brooks replied that in this case he should 
himseif be aoswerable for it,-so tbe objec.tions. were no longer persisted 
; •• (25) 

The commissioners were required to meet agaio and reeonsider various 
points in their original report, which appeared f.o be set furtb 1 on some 1>ooa
sions1 without any eviden(!G whatever, a.ad on others, in the teeth of that 
which ha.d been laid before them. Their rerisetl finding was much the same 
as the first report, and on the parts on 'vhieh they offered explanations or 
.attempted to adduce evidence, matters were ma.de worso. The whole was ulti~ 
m&i:ely laid before the public in an a.drnirably written Government Gazette of 
the 8th of May, l84J. It were too tedious to go over the whole entire, and 
the notice of a few isolated points will sufficiently i.ndieate the cba:raeter or 
the paper, Lord Keane'1 conduct in supplying the comrnissarial the year 
before, was declared to be the origin of the whole mischief. This assertion 
wa~ made, without an attempt at proof, in reference to the character of a 
party tt.lready beyond the cognizance or jurisdiction of the court~ and who 
Rad quitted India fl11e months before the l{ahun expedition was. undertaken. 
Col. Stevenson, whose lamented death on the 9th August,. btfore the army 
atarted~ might have saved his memoty from asporaiou, was blamed for send· 
ing Captain Brown into the hills, although it subsequently appeared in 
evidence that tbis was done by order of ~fr Ross Bell. (26) Brigadier 
Stevenson and bfajor Forbes were both blamed for not baviqg made Capta.in 
Brown a.ware of the difllcu.lties of seodiog him supi)iies, so tha.t he 1night 
have put hie men on ha.If or quarter rations early in August. From Captain 

2D. Ge.ti.eral Vo.liant's reportt dated 18th June 1841-Govcrntnent Arehiv~a. 
20. l\.lr, Secretary 'Vill.Ougb.by's letter in reference to the report ofMaJOr 

Forbes. Cl 
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Brown's jo11rnal 1 so often qaot:OO, and thea at the command of the commis· 
sion, had they desired it, it appeared that it had been intimated, so ear]y as 
the 4th ,JQne, that no assistance could be sent from Sukkur1 and th11t he, of 
his own accord, and ia consideration of the extreme isolation of his position, 
had put his people on ha.lf rations on tbe 24th of ~lay ! The court, in its 
original 6ndlug, declared that Major Clibborn, in his choice of the Nufoosk 
instead of the Deyrah route, pla~ed too implicit relianoo on the guide, l\1eer 
Hu1u1ain1-it was sub~quentlyshewu that Meer Hussa.injoincd the party two 
marches from Nufoosk: in their revised finding~ rhey state that it war not this 
man hut another name1l Buchan Shaw: Government declared this wholly nn• 
supported by evidence ; other things were tleclared on equally or s~ill more 
questionable grounds, of which government aftorwards stated, that H they 
deeply regretted to find this oGurt, composctt of five field·officers of rank an1I 
el:rerience, e-011ld 1 un such grounds, have recorded as a fact that wl1icb TVa& 
not a fact, &c."(27) The court blamed l\lajor CHbborn for uot having beeo 
guided by the drawings of Dr Kirk, by wbich the difficulties of the passes 
were mantfesfed,-tl1e drawings having in fact been made on the ad· 
Tanee; Dr Kirk never ha.ving traversed this route until with Major Cliba 
horn's party. The eourt, in their first finding, observed th:it Ma]or CUbborn, 
before entering the blurree hills, had been warned by Captain Brown that 
tbe Murree-s were assembling: in their second, they admit that they l!an1c 

to this conc1usion frutn th& eircumst.a.nce that. a rumour to that effect pre• 
v.ai1ed at llydrabad, 250 miles off, in the end of August. Captain Brown 
declaredt that not only had no such w.aroh:ig as that refetr~d lo by the cottrf 
ever been given by him, but that, on the contrary, he 'had written to f\.Iajor 
Cli9born on the 27th August, that he liad heard that the road had not been 
destroyed, and thal the Murrees were not assembling, and that water might 
be expected, as heavy rain had recently fa.Ueo. Captain Brown was pregent 
in court, and had been examined as a. witne.ss. l\fajor Forbes wu censured 
for 11aving sent out a. forct>, under half the flize of that ordered by Brlgadier 
Ste<tenson, and without consulting the political authorities; as also, for the 
cumbrous magnitude of theeonvoy, as 200 camels would have been sufficient 
to provision the fort of l{ahun for three months. Major Forbes proved 
that in•t~ad of a force of 1200 bayonets, six: guns, and some irregular horsf'.., 
haviDg, as stated by the court of enquiry, been actually equipped by his 
predeeessor in comn1a.11d, that no a.rt"8.ngement up to the lOth of Augus.f. had 
boon made for its equipment i that the number of bayotlets warned was: 
1033, and not 120-0: and that the amount of stores and camels was no more 
than was essentiil to reJie9e and provision Ka.huo1 and aub.tist the escorting 
party. (28) J.4ieut. P68tans_ had na.med a much smaller force, to which 

2'1. Governor in Cot\nciPs l\Hnute, 7th May, 1841. 
28. Mr Secreta.ry \Villoughby's letter. 
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1'fajor Forbes, of his own a.coord, bad add~d one third. These explanation& 
on the part of Major Forbes,-who, till he rec~ived tbe comn1iasion'1 report, 
never suspected tbat he collld have been condemned unheard, When on tl1e' 
spot to offer explanations, if required,--were not sent in till afterwards~ 

Gen. Brooks having decHned to rooeive or forwartl them to- government.(29}. 
These mo$t extraordinary t)roooedings were clearly exposed, and moot' 

r::evel,"ely and justly censured, by a very clear and able u1lnutc of the Bom~ay 
Government, whiel1, while passing high and metited cocOmiums on lf;ajor 
Clibborn aod the oltieers and n1en under his ebarge, directed tbv hn .. 
mediate removal <'f General Brooks from hi:J command, and the ret11ro of 
Colonel Val1ant to the Presidency. 'fhe cooduet of Government was greatly 
arproved of by the Goveroo1·-Geueral in Council, the Oourt of Directors., 
and the Horse Guartls, and was as decided as it was UJ}right and energetic. 
Genera) Valiant bad been on the point of protesting a.gai11st the whoic proceed• 
iugs, when unhappily be permitted hi1n13elf to be cooe1.1ssed into acqrdes· 
ccnce by sume ionceurate and confused ideas of the duties of the members of 
a court of enquiry i he eoncei1iog it tu be es.seatial that au a.p1nlrent unan
in1ity should exh1t. ThojuniQr members of the eourt a.ppear il) have homo
ll>galed the r(lport as drawn up without th~ir as~istaoce; anJ presented to Lhe1n 
by the Presideot, who lookoo. hiruself the respon~1bility of its accuraey, with· 
out givhig theruselves the trouble of exa1p.ini11g hlto its eontents, or reftecl· 
iug on the 111011strous naturt:1 of the 11r1,ceedlngs to which they were rnaking 
d1emscl ves parties. Tb is, at all e'ferHs, vva..s believed to be the only cxplanaLioD 
of the conduct of Colonel 'Vy en er, lliajors Farrel and LloyJ, officl:!rs of sou11d 
judgtnent anJ uni1npeach.able integrity, aud who> had tltey been unprinci
pled cnollgh to have n1ade the judgment of a court o( inquiry the means of in
dulging personal anhnosi ty-1niseondnct of which uo one suspected lhem
it tlid not appear that iu this case there exiited auy such feeliagi; as those 
t•>wal'ds the 11artie! ooneerned, to gratify. Of course, what has just be~u 
stated is no sort of exc11se for the soleu111 duties of a court of hu1uiry having 
licen trifled 'vith-the ends of truth nn<l jnioticc perverted9 and the charac
ter and prospects cf officertt, a~ honorable as themselves, destrc.>yeJ by the 
liat or a military commission. The report to whose accuracy they solemnly do· 
pcned lfas, from beginning to end, a tissue of malignant t'al1:1ehoods, and 
which, if ult~rct1 by the hu1nblest. subaltern, would, if enquired into, have 
occasioned his <li;unissal fron1 tbe service. Had the wl•ole of the orUcer~ 
who constituted the Nufoosk cnm1nissiou been reruo'IM from the siJrvict>, 
I.he pttnislnuent for so grave an1l rnisuliicYous an olfeocei co11ld nQt have 
hetJn cnnsi<l>:>red tno sev;Jr~. 1,llat (}eneral Brook:; wa.s, at this titne •. t. 

tool in ll11:1 bands of ~1r Bell, is suflicicntly noturion.s; but lt1s l'<.1ndt.11.:t 

2V. ~Ir SecrctaJ·y \\rillou!!lJby 's lcLtcr. 
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notwilhstandiag this. is far more reprehensible than that of the other mem. 
bets. As the President or the court, aod the party who was enlrus1ed 
with the selection of its members, and the guidance of the forms of its pro· 
eedure, be was pectiliarly bound to be eireuml!pect. lie, at all events, moat 
have known that mucb. 0£ "hat was charged against l11e parties inculpate'! 
was unsupported by, much more in the direct teeth of, tl1e evidence- adduced ;. 
a11id t1i;a.tt hlstead of 11earching for information, or desiring to discover truth 1 

the parties who could have assisted them in atta.iniog tl1ese were a.voided to 
be inquired afEer. h'lr Bell was the ooly man connected witl1 the atl"airs of 
Sciade who escaped all notice-a eitcumstance in itself sufficient to have 
aw;akened su.splcion. Though afterwards brought,. in the most irregular 
manner, iuto the field as the Yoluntary accuser of Lord l{eaoe and Sir T. 
Willshire> it does not appear that he ever experienced a frown from his 
superiors, aod, at all events, he wa3 maintained in high and eonfidential em· 
ploy as if no suspicion bad ever been entertained of bis unfitness for service. 

General Brooks returned to Bombay along with Colonel Valiant in Feb, 
1842, and Jeft lot .Eurcpo on the lst May, havlog completely lost the con· 
6dence of Government~ Colonel Valiant, as a Queen's-officer, received a 
reprimand from lhe Hurse Guards. lie was Commander of the garrison of 
Bombay from February 1842 to l\1arch 1843. lie had been raised to the 
Tank of ?!Jajor-General on the brevet which oeeurred en tfte birth of the 
Prince of Wales. This is1 ho,vever, anticipating in poin.t of time: in the 
next chapter we shall have o~caslon to mention the narnes of botH. officers i& 
eennection with the affairs of Seinde. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Genealogy of the Kh1mg or Kclat-Doubtrul ei:tent 1>f Mel1rab Khan'! treachery In iS3!1-Illa 

prepar8.tfons for defem~e lludden and iruperfectt-His death -f. scape of bia Wido-w and Son
UriF\UtaUJen(N'ia of NC?waz Khao to rule over the Hr11.hoe111-Lieut. Loveday appointed Envoy 
-Die.memberment of the .Khanate-Sbrr.rAw:m and Cutetieemade (Wei' to the Shah Bbooj•h 
-.(:utchee giveo to the Indian Govf:t'nmcnt by the Shah-~nt exacted fl'otn th-0 fl'ee J'agbeers 
-Re&isbnce tbo -0oosequence-Bad selection .of our Nathte agenta-Mahomed Sherreef0 

l'lllany of-Revocation of jugbeer&-The Chief' left in 1gnorauce of the- change in their oon
diti-Ou-Cuatnms of ~ port of Las ceded by Newaz Khan to the British Goverllment
Claiuw ue abaudoned-K11sseer Khan puraued-Veni;rcanec lutliete1l <Jn thos<twho protected 
blro-t:nhappy procecding:t of Lieut. Lovcday-Kakurs threaten Q.uettah-ReJnl-0tcomeot11 
arrive from Cflndl\har- loaurgeots .retirt1 fl'ow Q.Mttu.h 11.nd infest Kela.t-l'u&Ulanit.oi1y <>£ 
the Envoy-Lieut. Hammcr;;.ley defeats the ill$Urgent;(I. at \\Joo&otunt;-Attempts at negutia· 
tlon 1~ith Captain Bean-Lieut. Loveday and Mr Ma&Sl'm riut In clo89 conftnement.-Jnw.r
gents proceed to MoostuTig-l\lisunderttandlugs 111 negotiath1g with Captain Bean-Depute 
MT Masson as Ambauadcr-~ne is plaeed under arrest on suspicion of being .u. R.uHian apy
P'l'oceedioga connected therewith- lit• TPleaie-Combinatlon of millbiops-J,aTge reinforce
ments sent to Sciwl•-Brat1oes •tt.acked and def~ted at Kundab-Lleut. V11.•don att.acka and 
defeats thC-m neat Bbag at1d en.ptures 1100 (l'!l.tnel~E1pertnffe of the l\:!Wmy in seizing 
camch1 e-,:perienccd by Major Bo~awen-Sll.ckofGU.lldava-11rr('e !lays· fightin:;-rouod Dai.lur 
-'l'h.e enemy on each occasion defeated-Losa estimated at from 300 to4$0-Murderof I.ieut. 
Lol""eday-Tbe insurge-nts disperse-Nusscer l\:ban lett a wandere-r-Clener•l Nott recap· 
t1nc~KeJ&-t--Ce-11eral Brooks, Brigadier Vellaot, and Major l!<iil•tut, Jea,·e Bombay aod jolu 
tbefl)tce-Vlews Qr the Politicals toward& Herat.-Colonel Mlll'ehall t.ake9 oomrnan1J of the 
Kotra Brigade- Negotiates witb the encm1-Nu.sseer Khan makes submissioo-Jleceives 
pec1111iary a.ssi11tanC{l-Ordered by Gener.al Brooks, ft•lw 11·as i~norant. ol pending negotia
tions, to.b«I atta.ckcd-Drilliant victory at Kotra- Entire disp11n..ilo11 of the insurgents-A 
large :reinl'ol'cemcnt rooves toward& the ll<>lan 1'11ss-Oolonel Stacey itn['Jl)Vf$ tl1e aspect of 
atf,.it~ at K11lat-C1.1tcbee e.ffairs-Seebee tribu~-Detael:lmont a<hanee11 <rn K<ljjll11k-Mi$11n ~ 
dersta11dluis, aud attsek on the town v.nauceessful-Inhabitants aband-0n it-Occupied br 
our troopa-Reh1forcement1 aniTe-Kojjuck sacked and bur11t-Submi$sion of the Beebee 
Gunjlll'<i-J{erllt dairs-Troofll ascend the Bolan Pnss-EJ:pedition to ~lt.osky-Accl. 
jli)llt in the Soltin to Ca.pts.in la1daon's Irrogul111ra-Similar accident in the Khyber l'ass
t.Oe11etiU Hr(;l)k$ ~lld Colonel Valiaut deprived ot their eommand-Surrc11rle1• ot N11!;9;eer 
Kl•O.U-fle\'IU\ of Mr R, Bcll-)hjor Outram take& poliUca! <:barg-.:o- Re&tot'atlon of Nu8Sleer 
Kban-Coiuoatiou at Kclat-Genel'•l :;;tale of .Aft'air:t-Memvir of Major Ontram. 

SI.NCB the earlier portion of the present narrative was issued, the va• 
lua.hle work of J'l.Ir Masson, entitled " A Journey to l{elat1 &e.," has been 
published. Dy this1 many important faets have been disclosed 1 of which the 
publie were previously i6'norant. 'l'heso have been taken advau.tage of at 
the rh,;k of some repetition ; and where pres.ent"'eta.tements differ fron1 thoso 
formerly given,-as, on one or two poiot9'1 chiefly of amplification, tboy may 
chance to do,-tbe newer ia to be regarded as the more correct vetsion of tbo 
matter. 1'he Cutcbce letters have bee11 ir;:onsulted with ruore care and 
ininot\!ness than fOnnerly, and the infurmation supplied by the1n, which 
111ay l1itherto hav~ been ovedooked, has been embodied iu tl.io present 
Chapter. The firis-t fow pages of the following chapter, in consequence of 
these thio.gs, are in part retrospective. and ought perhaps to l:ave taken 
their place in that part of the narrative w11ero the earlier portion of the 
affairs of Kelat are discussed. (I) The foUuwiog genealogical table of the 
1·ulcr1:1 of Kelat1 copied from tbo work of Mr Masson, wiH save tho trouble 
or 1nuch exphu1ation and refcrcne-o :-

·~~~~~~--~~~~ 

l. 'J'hcso l"ttcrs have beeu rcfc1·red to in a prcviowi. cho.tttCl", in connection 
with the p1·occcdinwi 111 U10 Mw·rce COUDtry. They arc of !.Ill.questionable 
authority, and t11cir 'vritcr now holds a high appointment: tho i·evelatio~ 
t.hcy m<i.kc ~ire mo1:1t 111Qurnful and di.sh-0artenh.1g: ; yet their a..:cur.a.cy 'rill, wo 
doubt not, b~ amply barue out by the pa111";lrE jn tho n.rchivt.>g of the .Board of 
Control, as \VC a.re sure they will be by every ;>$ei,:.r ir~ the 8d1ulc- :ficltl force 
who haU the means <>f nuiking hUUirelf ao~uaintcJ. with tl10 subjects Qf wbil.:h 
th~~y tr1:::u.. 
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From this~ it appear~ that ~·tchrab l{han was dcsc-0nded from the younger 
hr:1nch of the family,. and his successor on the throne f-rom the elder, yet the 
anreslor of the laftor had been set aside by the progenitor of tl1e former, 
four generati-0ns back, and the lcgitimaey of the succl"'si:do-n had never, aiuce 
the reign of Nusseer l{bao, been called in question. 

At the time the Britisl1 army crossed the In<lus (Dec. 1838} the l{elat 
th1rbar was filled with councillors hos.tile to tbelr own ruler, and anxious for 
an opportunity to betray him into any difficulty which might redound to 
their profit or advantage. 'fhe incessant misundersta.nJlngs which arose in 
our attempts at negoclation seem in a considerable mea~ure to be accounted 
for by H•is, without imputing to tho Khan a gfeater amount of duplicity 
and cunning than might have been ex:pee:te41 and ex-cased in an Asiatic chief 
undc1· the circumstances. (2) 

When 1\lehrab Khan hear1l of the intention of our march upon Ke1at, he 
sent l1is snM to collect troops. This step was opposed by his councillors, 
but t11e chief replied, that though be had given no C"ause for enmity, as we 
pr()pnRed attacking him he would defend 11is throne. Kelat had fallen 
hiefore the desiro.J levies could be brought intf> the field, and on beeomiQ:r 
awai-e of tbis they departed witbont coming into action. (8) 

The women of the harem had made their escape before tho fall of the 
fortrm;s :-dte Tieebee Gnnjani, one of the widowa, shortly after claimc1l 
t11e protection of tl1c Scinde politicals1 and for a time resided in 
Cntche-0 on a pensioo allowed her by government. She j<:lined the 
fo1lowers of het atcpson, Nusaeer Khan, 'vl1en tbe insnrrection broke O'lt 
in June, 1840. The young l{han, a spirited and intelligent boy of fourteen 
years of age, sought refuge amoogst the chiefs who ha.d been his father's 
frienc!a, and ll'ho speedily becftme the ohjeets of our vengeance in conse· 
queneeof tbe hospitality exercised by the1n towards the fallen prince. New at.: 
Kb.an, the dostine<l. successor to tbc throne, quiekly joiae:d the army, and 
w.as duly invested ruler of Kclat, anll vassal to the Door.annee empire. 
This ma.n, who wa.s one of the few of our protcgees who dicl not re
quite our kindness with ingratitude, ws.s ill suited for .sovereignty over a 
people so fierce and unruly as the llrahoes, who, though aware of his being 
of the royal line, could in no shape recognise his claim of right. The 
bad odour attached to hln1 of being onr protegee, and the suspicion 
of his having made over to Shah Soojah lhe more ~a1uable portions of 
the soverciguty: besides, he himself wa$ unwarlike; he had acquired no 
name nr p0$ition 1 and harl no respect amongst the chiefs. The territory wo 
cornn1itted to him -was oot only poor and s,terile, but eminently hostile. A 
loan of £5000 was considered sufficient to enable him to set up a royal es-

2. Massoni p. 883. 
3. Cutilhca Letters, No. 3,-Bombciy Titnes, 1\fuy, 
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tablishmcnt. 1'he jewels whieh belonged to the wamen of l1is predecessor 
1 

whieh were secu.l'ed by us as prize property 1 had brought us more than this. 
For repayment of the sum just named he 1vas to make over to us tbe rights of 
the customs a.Jong the seaecoast, wl1ich had been abandoned by the sover
eign half a century before; but of this more herea.fte1'. It was a part of 
our agreement with him that he was to expect no assistance fro1n us 
to maintain hl111 on bis throne. r~ieute Dant Lo~eday, a young BcTigal 
officer of son1e distinction as a Persian scholars but beyond this emioeutly 
iJl qualified for the post assigned hi.in, was lllflpointell po!i1ical agent to re
side a.t the J{elat court ; he was supplied with 60 sepoys as a. guard of 
hooour, and this~ with the terror suppo~ed to invest our na.me, was all that 
wae. considered neeessary for securing the stability of tl1c new dynasty, and 
to ensure the lranquillity of eutern Belooebislau under all the changes to 
which we had subjected, or were a.bont to subje-0t it. 

Lord Auckland is understood to have been from tho beginning averse to 
the deposition or Mehrah l{han; he Jeft, however, an amount of power in 
the haods of the pGliticaJs whi<!h was taken advantage of. Mt BeU pointed 
out with Cata.I aeeuraey the misehicf1 which he hiruself 3fterwards l1astencd 
and aggravated, su;e to ensue from tbe dismemberment of the empire just 
about to be notieed. (4) 

'l'he valuable province& of Sharawan1 Cutchee1 flara.nd anJ Dajil ha<l 
been conferred. by Ahmed Shah, oo the 6rst Nuueer Kban, for service per· 
formed during his wars with Persia. These were to be helJ by him as 
feudatory on tbu usual terms of furnishing a military contingent to the 
DooraDnec ISOVereign. when required. \Vbile the rnonarchy remainetl eotirC'1 
tlu;ire was a force of 1000 Belooch horse fnrnished for the protection of 
Cashmeer; and the Kelat princes had ever been reruarkablc for the fidelity 
with which they fulfilled their obligatloos to the scteteign. \Vhen the Doo .. 
rannee empire Cell to pieces all sen1hlance of allegiance disappeared. (5) 
Sbarawan eoDtaius a population ofa\Jout 150,000 souls: it was placed uoder 
charge of Captain Bean, assista11t to the envoy, anJ chief political in Shaw I. 
Quettab, its principal town, containing about 4,000 people, was maintained 
as a strong military post from the eo1nmencement to the conclusion of our 
eonneetion with the country. Cutchee wali taken charge of by ~lr Belli it 
contains about 150,000 people, and ls so rieh and fertile that it ha! always 
been considereJ the granary of Upper Sciode. Jloth w.ere transferred to the 
Dooranoee empire in lieu of a tribute alleged but not admitted to be due. 
They wetc nomina1ly made over to us by Shah Soojab, and retajned by 

4. Lctten io. Bo1nbag Ti1ne11, February 13,,. 1841: also Cutchec Letters, <litto 
Ma • l Journoys in Beloochi.sta.n a.nd Af1khaui$Lan, &e.,,. by Chas. Maswn, vol. ii. 
page IOI-quoted, aupra page 88, chap. ii· 
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us for tbe liquidation of a portion of his majesty's debts.(6) Like our oti;.er 
legacies: of the kind they proved unpro6lable beque~ti:i 1 haviug cost us in the 
conrse of the next twelve1uonth, an qutlay of some£3001000 to kce1> tbem in 
order.(7) The dismemberment or states is not without example in Ea.rope.; 
but the preeedeots which history supply are not such as moralists refer to 
-with apptobatioo) or as England would often desire to copy. The faet of 
the tra.11sfcr, bad aa it was, was matter of &tnall account in comparison to 
lhe manner of its accomplishment. 

lo the large province of Sha."l, Jagheers (feuda.l estates) had been held 
for many generations by influential famiHes on military tenure. The 
principal chiefs so situated at the period of tbe fall of Kelat, were 
.Assur Khan, Rysanuee ; lfa.hommed J(han1 Shewannee i ~la.bommed 

Sllye, Rhodeynees; Bungoolzyrees, &e. 'l'hese men had made sub .. 
mission to ~fr Bell a.t Bagh, and proceede<l to tlieir estates <>n the under
:!!ta11diug, that they were tQ hrJld them on the 11ame tenure &s here .. 
tofore. Their surpd:se and indignation may be imagiolid when they were 
called upon-by Captain Dean to pay tent for their hitherto rent-free jagheers. 
This demand WCIS said to have greatly incensed the Govern.Jr-Generat, who 
reproved it as at variaace both with the spirit and tenor uf his instructions ; 
but the mischief was dene, the mandate had gone forth, and the appearance 
of the revenue moons bee seutout to collect the tribute~ caUeJ down on him .. 
self a.ud hi.11: e.scort immediate and condign punishment: they were attacked 
by l\Iahommed Khan Sheewannee, near Moostung, a.11d slaughtered 
to a. rnan.(8) .A less barbarous and martial race would have remomstrated. 
and petitioned against the ~iolation of the pledge made at Bagh ; but 
of orderly and deliberate proceedings such as these the fiery chiefs of 
Shawl knew nothing: and 'vith arms in their hands they suught, after the 

G. Cutchec J.ctters. 
7 . . l"rie-nd. of Indict. 
8. UuLchee I4etters1 No. 5, given 'llerbatiin. hI.a.sson spea.ks of a party of 2ii 

Sepoys being cut off at Moostnng, but says they lvero a portion of Lieut. I4ove ... 
day'a guard going on busi:ness to Qu.etta.b.. 'Ve think the tlvo narratives must 
l'elate to the same thing~ and though \Ve have referred to tho other, the Cutchee 
writer is likely t~ be correct. The party accompanied Captain Bean's ~loon .. 
shee to l1oostuns: to oollect rc,..enue. Ou arrival a.t the place, the Moonshee 
sent iu aud orlered the chiefs to come ont and make salaam to him.; this they 
refused to d~ justly saying A.e was not their ruler, On this the l\-1001u1hee sent 
the sepoys to bring tho chiefs out: ;:i.n engagement took place, and the sepoys 
were dril 011 back to the house wbere the ~'Ioonshee lived, which they ga.llanlly 
defended until destroyed: this was told by a. native who was present.. 'l'he con· 
tinuance of Captain Hean in office, and the obtaining for him a. ba.dge of tb.o 
l>oora.uueo empire,-the last thnt was conferred,-is, after the repeated disa.p .. 
prova.l of his acts> and proof$ of his incompetency, one of t11c nu1nberles~ illus .. 
trati-ons of Lord Auckland's character. lle in general judged rightly, but 
wa.uted the decision or ner,·e to put bis purpo:ses into efl'ect. Ca.pt.a.in llea.n 
had friends in the Secrotari!lte, and Beloochi.stao. was kopt twelve rnonths at 
war on this a.QCQ"Ullt. 
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fashion of their race~ that redress which the justice of their cause deserved, 
bul of which under their uew rulers1 it did not, or eou.ld 11ot, assure them. 
They ftew t<> arms,joioed. their banished chief Nnsseet Khan! their cause and 
his became identifieJ; and they quickly avenged their grievances, by be• 
siegiog their oppressor in his stronghold. The particulars of this fall after
wards to be detailed. A prooess very similar to this was meanwhile being 
pursued in Cutchee. No intimation whatever was in the first place given 
to the chiefs tbat Cutchee ha.d been dh-jolned from Kelat an(\ annexed to 
the Doora.nnee empire, or that it bad been made over by the Shah Soojah to 
the Government of India. .Not only were the people never consulted; tbey 
were not so much as informed ou these points. It was left to their owo sa
gacity to discover that it was a. Briton aad not a Brahoe who now ruled over 
them. These omissions were trifling compared to the fatal mistakes which 
followed. " It was peculiarly unCortuoate," observes Mr ?t1asson, "and 
what might and ought to have been a.voided, that bGth in Beloochistan 
and Affght1.aistao 1he traitors to the oltl order or thiogs beea.me the 
fa Toured and trusted adhereots of the new: as might have been expected, 
the confidence SI) unwi"Sely reposed. in them was uniformly betrayed." 
Syud J\.lahomed himself had beeo appointed (by Mehra.h Khan} Naib 
of Dajil and Hurrand, two provinces. beyond the Murree Hills, and ea.at 
of them. These proviuces be sold to the Seik.hs, and became a traitor to 
his master. Had it not been for his being a Syud, !\lehrab Khan would 
have t1xee11ted him. He wu known to all as tbe gre&test scoundrel in the 
country. 

The treason aad perfidy of the Syud .ftiahomed Sberreet" to his late mas .. 
ters, was:, as usual, recommendation enough to ensur.a him especial marks of 
our favour: and we met with the requital which thoso who patronize 
11coundrels are entitled to look. for from their protegees. This man was 
appointed, by h-Ir BelJ, Naib or co lleetor of Cutcbee, aod in a country not 
famed for llonesty, he could scarcely have found a more dishonest or thorough· 
bred rascal.{9) The territory whose supervi1ion was committed to his hands 
occupied a spaee offrom 5000 to 6000 square miles; aod over this the Syud 
held abaolute charge withont the contronl of a. single European assistant. 
'Vithin a few months of the fall of Kelat, whieh occurred November 1839, a 
letter wa& addressed to Lhis man by l\:lr Bell, direetiug him to inform the chiefs 
that all tbejagheers were attaebed, but that they would be restored to the )aw
ful claimants on their appearing persooally or by vakeel at Sukkur, and prov
ing the validity of their sunnuds or charters of gift from the Crown.( 10) It 
does not appear that l\lr Bell was autb.orizeJ by his superiora, without investi-

.9. Cutehee Letters, No. 3~ vet<bat. 
10. Cutchee Letters, No. 3, abridged. 
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gation, t& deprive the whole proprietors or & prOvinee or hereditary ~1tates 
even until their titles should ho proved. When the mea.sure was resolved 
upoo, the best thing- that cottld have beeo done was to make it known by 
proclamation, or in any other way which might render it most public and 
notoriou.1. It is more than doubtful whether the Naib eYer communicated 
to tbe parties. most concerned the instructions he received from his superior .. 
A few of the smaller landholders did appear at Suk.kur, an1l had the proper 
seal attaebed to their title deeds; the rest, irrhat~ by having rights ques· 
tinned by iotroders whioh had been held undoubted under their native so
vereign, and maddened by the exactions and insolence or l-lahomed Sherreef, 
sbared in the discontent, and joined in the insurrection beginning in June 
to make its appearance everywhere throughout the country. The revenue 
from this unjust ao11rce which reached the treasury, was insignificant even 
al its best; t11e frauds and extortions by the Naib were boundless; and in 
a. country where Syuds are almost worshipped, he alone of bls class was snb· 
ject of universal execration. Charges preferred ag.linst bim by Ellropeaas 
were not so much as listened to ; his knavery was in the JnQUth of every na .. 
tive; his aceountSJ1 when called for at length;- bad to tie drawn out afresh 
before they could be preseuted; like all the others io Cutchee, they remained 
for a twelvemootb, if they remain not still, unaudited. Yet no su.ch thing 
was ever broached as the threat of his removal from office. Six months af· 
terwards, when the chiefs had been driven to rebellion, and 2000 of the 
peop\e slain in battle• an order was issuedt though only partially carried io
to effdet, that all tho rights which had been held valid during tbe late reign. 
should be so still; the whole q:.testion in dispute beiog, like tbat of the 
J'.\.lurree tribute) abandoned after we had had oar fill of fighting. Bnt we 
&.re not yet done with the schemes which would almost s13em to have been 
purposely eontrifed to drive the country to arms. The ell.stows of Beil.a. 
have already just been referred to. This province is goverued by the Jam 
or chief, on a. nlilitary tenure under Kelat. From lhe seaport of Son
meanee the Khan, some goneratious back, had received as revenue half 
the duties collected-a.mounting to abont £700 annually t these had, in 
consequence of an intermarriage with the Xelat family, beon made 
over to the Jam in perpetuity : his other iecome derived from. hit 
jagheer amounted to about as much more. So soon as Newaz Khau 
was placod in power, the gTant of the port duties was declared to be 
1esumed .; and they were made over to 011 for the liquidation of tl'e sum 
of £5000 received in loan by the J{han. A British officer, who was direct .. 
.ed not to acknowledge the local authority of the Jam, w.as appointed to make
lhe collection. Tbe chief appealed lo the .Bombay goverRmeRt, aRd thus 
managed to l1ave l1is ease brought to the notice of Lord Auekl<lnd, who ceu .. 
sured and reversed every thing that bad been done. Infinite a.larm and irri
tation had been .a.t first occa.Uoned ; but this a.et of the Government was 
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JuckUy in time to save the Jam and his tribe from joining the other insur ... 
gen ls against us. 

'Vhen Nusseer Khan escapel\ frr:nn Kelat, on the capture of that fort by 
Sir T. 'Villsbire, he sought refuge amongst the chiefs in Pa.njore: Newa'.t 
Khan soon afterwards set out on an expedition to expel or capture him; 
but though this was well planoeJ.1 the youth hadfrieods who made hiin aware 
of his danger, and .so enabled him to escape: so lllat the first expedition in 
the new r~ign was unt1uceessfvJ. .Enraged at his disappointment, the iatr11-
sive ruler avenged himself by plundering t11e tribes which had afforded his 
enemy shelter. A large amount of 11poil wail obtained, and the cruelties 
exercised were spoken of with horrol' long a.fter.(11) A. second expedition 
f()ra sirnilar purpose, attended by the like results, and conducted io the same 
unhappy manner, was shortly afterwards made to Noosky. The allegiance 
of some disaffected chiefs was compelled before rehltning to the capital. On 
t1lese occasions Lieutenant Loveday most unwisely accompanieil the Khan 
-thus mixing himself aod hh1 government up with intestine broils in a 
manner said tQ have been highly displeasing to the Envoy and l\1inister ~ 
Directions to desist from these things for the future, alone prevented further 
expeditions from being engaged io. It did not seem that t1•e son of ~lch .. 
:rab Khan hail any idea of appearing for the present in arms, o-r that the 
cbie!s intended to do aoy thing 1nore in hi.s faV()Ur than to afford. him a 
place of refuge. Such was tbe state of matters betwixt November 1839 and 
June 1840. Lieut. Loveday appears fo have occasionally suffered from an 
unsettled condition of mind : he lived in a.state of the utmost :seclusion, enter
taining constant apprehensions -0f intruders upon his pre:nises. IIe seems to 
have been a. dog-fancier, and to l1ave bad with hitn a. nun1ber of spe:::imens 
of the fierce bull a.ad mastiff taces. These he is a.a.hi occasiona.lly to have 
houncled upon the popula.ee1 soma of whom were worrif.ld to death. (l:!j To 
have ferocious beaSt:i set loose upoo them, was sufficient lo exasperate people 
any where: it was amongst ~lussulmans a heavy aggravation of the otfence1 

tb.a.t these were Jogs bcld specially unclean by the prophet. Tbc eood:Jct 
of the Itesident appc:irs to ha.vf! beco such as to ha.ve occasioned exce&sive 
discontent: aod the evil deeds of himself and the chief, to whose co art be had 
beeu deputed, caused l1atred and scorn to be mlltually reflected on each of them. 
The garrison of Q1tettab bad in ~lay coasisted of the Sha.h~s I st or Royal Regi-

11. n.Iasson. p. 112. 
12. l'\lasson, p. 119. Massoo's autl1ority on this point we uoder;;tand to 

be confirmed by at least oue of the poHtical aitent• \Vho had the l>e.:st means 
of being inforrnctl. '\Ve are bound to $tat.e, at the same ttmo, tliat rnuch ()f 
ivbat is alleged against J.J~utenant Loveday is belicve<l to have bad its origi11 
amongst tb.e llraboe.s, who wcro gla.d to propagate evety variety of calumny 
a.(l'ainst hiw, to excuse their own cruel treatment of him. A ea,mel m..'\.n. wllo 
-h3.•l been ln the exnp1oyxnent or Lieutenant L()veday, stated at Lhcrcc that the 
dogs destroy-0d one roan : this was .afterwards confirmed by a no.tivo 01' l\loostung. 
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ment, l:!ommandeJ. by Captain Griffin~ tbe lst Ttoop of the Cabool JJ. A. 
under Lieut. Cooper, and the Bolan Rangers. These were ~horlly reduced 
by dispatch of troops to Candah.ar., so tha~ by the 1niJdle of Jaiy, tb.e force 
'vas diminislled to 250 infantry, 80 horse, and S guna. The young prince 
Nusseer Khau Wa! immediately summoned from his retreat to bead the 
rnalcooteots, and form a rallylug point for the tribes. 'Ike Noostung insur
gents moved straight upon the capital. Newaz l{han wu not slow or inJo ... 
lent in endeavouring to collect troops from a1nougst tl1e villages. .Perso
nally he was unpop11lar, doubly so a.s having beeu forcod upon tlte country 
by i11Rdels and foreigners, the conduct or whose representative was enough to 
cause general dis».tisfa.ctioo. llis treasury was en1pty, and his success in 
procuring succour cornme11.s11tate with what might ha.ve been looked for 
under a combination of eireumstanc.es so eminently inauspi.ciou.s. The in .. 
surgents 1neanwhile considering l(ela.t a secure priz~ at any tiine when they 
might fiad it most -convenient to seize upon it, resolved h> direct their ef
forts agai11st Q11ettah, which had been nea.rly stripped oi troops.; its entire 
garrison muetering as already stated, under 400 men. Ilere a large quantity 
of treasure was believed to be kepit, and the weakness of the force tempt
ed to asl!a.ult. It has already beeq met1tioner.I tba.l when it was foun•l 
impossible to send Captain Brown relief ftoUl Scinde, that Captain Bean 
had promised him the assilitance of the Kakur tribes, which had been taken 
into our pay; but t11at tl1i3 sche:ne had been frnst.ra.ted by these very stipen
diaries turning theiranns against us.(l3) The [{akurs ha.J. been at the sauie 
tin1e engaged in Uouhle treaty-they were in lermli with Captain Be%o to 
a3sist in relievlng 1lte garrison at Ka.bun, and o~ treaty will1 the l\lurrees 
to se~ure its destruetioo. 'rrue to the latter and more congenial alliance, 
the ftrst proof they appoared to havi: intended of their .siocerity WM the attack 
on (iuettah, where they hoped to monopolize the spoil. The earliest as11ault 
occl1rreJ on the 22d of June, when the insurgents were repelled with con~i • 
df;'rab1e loss. 'fhey had taken up their quarters in a. deep and narrow gorgu 
nine or ten tnile.s from the British eamp, into 1vhich several of thetn bad 
intriJduced thernselves, pretending to be friends. These were detaioed 1 and 
in the course of the night the whole Kakur force, a1nounting to abotlt 100() 
men, advanced tow:.irds the town. They eame on qnh~kly, expecting- to take 
the garrisnn by surprise, but \Vere received with a discharge of grape, followed 
by a bri.sk fire of mus11uotry~ which dispersed theDl at ooce-. They fled to• 
wards the hills1 pursued by the irregular horse, who cttt up a few of t;;e=n. 
The ene1ny h.a<l 20 killed, \Tith 100 wounded and 3 prisoners: we haJ two se· 
poys killed, with l gunner wounded. It was considered cicpedient, huwev~r, to 
abandon the lines and placo the troops within the walls until succour shoulJ 

13. Yide ~ute, p. 180. 
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reach from Caudahar.(l4) Shottly after this, a. reinforcement arrived from 
the eastward, consisting of the l~ft wing of the Shah's regiment, which had 
been detached on duty, and a detachment from Killa Abdoola, uader Lieut • 
.Bos.a.aquet. 1l'hus reinfotccid, a. party wa-s sent out to reconnoitre the eneroy 
a.t Moastung; and the result was that they were considered toa formidable 
jn point of strength to he attacked by the garrison, In tl1is state matters 
eontiaued for some time: the garrison at Qu.etta.h .a.etually cooped up within 
the walls of that town for several weeks together. The assistance of SaJu 
Kban, a Peaheen chief, is aa.id to have been purchased for £:!,OOO : he fore .. 
ed his way through the insurgent host, aud brought tha cfl'ective aid of 600 
horsemen to the relief of the garrison~ The tribes still pr~seJ the invest .. 
ment1 and bat.I aetually prepared ladders for escalado, wheo disp11tes arose 
amongst them as to the points 'vhich each individual tribe should assail.(15) 
Capta.in Bean .afterwards discovered the ladders in camp. Lient. Col)per 
was dispatched from Candahar with a troop ofhorae artillery to assist Cap .. 
tliD Beao; The ins11rgents now perceived that all hope of a successful 
attack on Q11ettab bad vanished1 and about the third week of July they 
accordingly broke up and dee.amped. Lieut. Jack.son, with 200 Afi'ghan 
horse sent to keep open the pas:1es, bad just before cut his way through their 
camp; he had arrived in 8 days fro10 Candahar, 13 being in geReral all<:iwed 
for the march. (16) 'Vheu the tidings reached Kelat that the tribes had 
retired from Quettab, it was at first conjectured that having been foiled, 
they would for the present return to tbe!r h.omes, and defer the executitHJ of 
any purposes against the. capital which the)' might liave formed. This 
conjwture proved erroneous. About the 2211 July the insurgent host 
directed their steps to the sonthward. About the 25th, they appoar to bafe 
presented themselves before the walls of Kelat. The unwillingness to 
assist Newaz Khan1 was on the pa.rt of two important Chiefs aggravated 
when their cordial aid was most to be desired. It now for the fint time 
transpired that the eus.toms of Sonmeacee had heen made over to the 
English, 11.nd that the estates in Cutchee, had, with.011t any reason assigned,· 
been eoo6scated. These tbings have ehewherebeen stated in detaiJ. Lleut. 
Loveday in this Cl:tremlty undertook to interpose his autllorhy, so as to 

14. On reft-rence Lo previou!I chapters, it 'vilt be found that this unt.o'l'fa.rd 
event was nearly simultaneous with the -~~oeral ri&ngs bet\'fixt Ghu.zuie and 
Candahar1 and with the earlier hostiliLies of the l\:lurreeis a.ga.inst Capta.in 
Ero wn: so that at l\lidsummer 1840~ w hi=n at home Atfghanista.n wa.s represeuted 
as ln a state of universal tranquillity, we harl three lit.tie wars raging in dift'er ... 
ent portions of the Doora.nncc cmpi.rc, on the results of two of which we had 
no grounds of felicitation. 

15. .l\1auon, p. 126-,D,Ihi Q<,tXette, Bombay Tirnes, Sept. 5~ 
J6. We have found much dtticuliy in ma.king out the precise da.tes when 

those eve11ts occurred, l'tlasa:on never gives ooe. The cireumstance jusi men .. 
tionod is taken from the D<1Ai Ga.•tte of the 26th Aug. 
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have matters settled according to the wishes of the malcontent11 who wete 
in this way for the time pacified. 

All diligence was used to place the ga:rrisoa in a. state of defence; arm1 
and am1n11nition were plentiful, but provisions uofortuna.tely scarce. The 
assailants mu:stered from ten to twelve ln1ndred strong, but had probably 
not more than five h11odrod matehloekmen at arms, while the garrison 
mustered about a similar n11rnber. This is i\ilr Ma.sson'A estimate, other 
\vtiters uniformly guess them higher-at from six to eight thousand. The 
artillery on the walls unbappily proved nearly unservjcea.ble. For three 
days irregular and dosultory Uring wa<J kept up, when, on the fourth night, 
an escalade, which had proved all but snceessfulJ fifty of the iu.su.rgents 
haviag entered the town., was prevented by the bravery of the resistance of 
Lie11t. Loveda.y's sepoy ueort. Fear and treachery had now made their 
appearance among&t the garrison. Some days were spent in fruitless, aod, u it 
appears, pwillaniroous a.nd discreditable negociation by the British resident, 
lrho by oo persuasion coulrl be induced to support Newaz Khan in his 
more courageous determination to resist to lhc last. At leng-th, money 
and provisions having-., bit by bit, been g:vl!n over to the ~nemy, the town 
was taken possession of by permission of the ra.bble. Shah Newaz, indeed, 
had acted with zeal, determination., and perfect fidelity tons throughollt. (17) 
The communication with Captain Bean bad giv-en. them no reason to hope 
that assistance could be spared them, otherwise the defence might have 
been protracted till this arrived. Yet the town had hardly been surrendered 
when information was receive~ that Lieutepant Hammersley, with fifty of 
Christie's IIorse, and about four hnAdred horsemen under Salu Khan, had 
sallied out from Quettah> in the direction of 11oostuog. (lS) They came 
up with a party of about four huPdred of the insurgents,, when nearly the 
whole of bis ca.valry refuged to charge, Tho Affgha.n chief., and British 
officer, with a handful of the men, dashed io amongst the enemy, and killed 
great numbers: the whole would have been eut up had the troops proved 
atanch. Letters had beeo written by Lieu.tenant Loveday to Captain Bean, 
at the entreaty of the chiefs, offering to make submisiion, and to eontipue 
at peace with the British Govern1nent, J1rovitled the removal of Shah. 

17. For the whole of this we ore iudebled to l:tr ~Ia~on's work. His ac
count ot the 11utter is unusua.tly obscure. J,ieutenant I.oveday's servant 
stated that his inaste1• beeam.e a. prisoner on the 20t.h August, aad that the 
Bra.hoes hninediately m.a.rehed to Moostung.wbich they reached in three days: 
this. man e,timates ihe euemy a.t eight- thoasand stroag.-Bombay Ga#., Nol), 30. 

18, D6lhi Gazette, September 2d. There caunot have been two similar 
sallies by Lieutenant Hammersley. The Delhi Gazeue>s i11torma.tion eeem5 
derived J:"rom a Quet.tah correspondent, and appear11 to be correct. Yet Masson 
speaks of Hammersley ha.vi;ng 1500 or 1600 infantry and cavalry, with horse 
artillery guns. 'l'bis would have neo.Tly exhausted the whole Q,uettah garrison, 
which, at. tbia timo, eonta.iJ:wd only two wea.k regiments, with Coopet'a guns 
and. aome irregulars, 
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Newaz, anlJ the restoration of the son of l\1ehrab, was conceded to them~ 
To tbi~ Captain Bean replied by expressing his willingn~s to receive an 
Envoy from the insurgents, aad his intention to recom1nend that the son of 
l\Iehrab s}1ou1<l be acknowl~dged, but iosisting that a Jetter or submissive 

allegiance should be written to Shah Soojah. This was the rock on 
wbicl1 we inval'iably .split. The Aff'g'han tribes would have submitted to 
our direct and immediate rule with comparative willingness : their re
pngoance lo t11e Government, and tl1eir aversion to the person, of Shah 
Soojah, not11ing eou)d overcome. 'l'he chiefs, on recci11ng this, ex
pressed their willingness to make :s:uhmission to the J .. ord Sahib. as they 
denominated tl1e Envoy : he iva.JJ, they saitl, the real Sovereign or the Em .. 
pi re, and to hirn they would pay bornage in any form that might bo desired 
of them, bowever humbl1:1: but tbe Shah's oouduet to their late ruler hatl 
been so base and ungrate(ul that to him they wollld make no submission. ( 19) 
Though Kelat had for some time been in the bands of the insurgents, 

J~ientenant I~ff.,·eday and 11r l\Iasson were left at liberty, though closely 
watehed, a11d their departure prevented. The Resident at thi$ juncture nn
furtuoately wrote to Captain Bean, recoinmentling him to send four b11n
llrei.I horse to their relief, 31n,l instructing tb~m in wba.t 1nann-0r their 
serviee! woulJ be most effective. The 1nessengcr proved treacherous, 
and the imprndent note was at once conveyed to the chief.i, who 
next night required Love<lay to repair to the citadel to pay his rea· 
pects to tbe young ruler. No escort was .sent ta conduct hhn, anil. 
it was itnpossihle for hirn to ha-ve made his way through the infuriated mul
titude without danger, so the re1iuest was not complied with. Next 11ight a 
sharp fire was opened on the resiJeocy, lvhich. lva11 returned with interest 
by the sepoy guard, three of wh~e number uuhappily fell. 'l'he mus· 
quetry speeJily silenced the matel1loeks of the ene1ny, aud probably did. 
considerable t:xecution. 'fhe sepoys a.t length began to desert, a.nd the 
Brahoes making their lvay into the building, longer resistance became t'u
tiJe. I~ieulenant Loveday and 1tlr !vlasson being conda.cted to the durba!, 
were severely reproached by the Darogah, Gbool Ma.homrned; by the 
others they were received more civilly ~ but were speedily afLcr placed in close 
confiae1neot io a very loa.thsome apartment. 'fhc resiliency was eompletely 
11lunderet.I, and the whole property it eunta.ineJ appropriated by the multi .. 
tude. }'ro1n this till about the 20th cf Aug11st1 (20) various unsatisfactory 
inter.,.iews appear to have taken place betwixt the prisoners ant.l ins11rgeot 

19. n-Ia.sson. p 192. 
20. Jl.las:son as usual leaves us entirely in the dark as to dates. From otl1er 

:sources it appears that Kela.t was taken possession of on the 29th July, :tll(l that 
the insurgeuts reached !Hoostung> a distance of 90 rnilcs, about the ~~d August. 
Lieut. Loveda.y'$ sen.ant declal"ed the 2Uth August was tho day on which his 
ma$ter lwoa.me prhioni:r: he bad bcon reque.stcd. to re(lollcot it. 
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lea.ders1 chie.fly with a view of artanging negoeiations for peace with the po· 
litical agent for Shawl. It was at length resolved that they should move 
in a body to J\-loostung, 25 miles from Quett;1.h11 with a view of endeavouring 
to promote peaceful negotiations, by being in the neighbourhood of Captain 
Ilea.n. l!~rom this they were earnestly, but in vain, warned by ~Ir :l\lasson; 
fresh tro!Jps were known to be on their way frotn Canda~ar i the insurgent 
followers were disorderly and intractable, and the villages sure to suffer at 
tl1eir hands; and the approach to the British camp seetned now tbe most 
likely thing that could bti devised to provoke collision. Toward& tl1e con .. 

cl us ion of the 1narch, letters were received frotn Capt. Bean'I aad the Bra hoes 
fearing that Lieut. Loveday might atte1npt._to make his escape, had him loaded 
with fetters and cbalned to a tent pole. Arriviag at Moost ung, ~lr ~laeson 
and he were placed in close confioement, with. a numerous guard set to watch 
bver them. Negociation was agaiu renewed, and it is said that Captain 
Bea.n promi.sed to procure the reiitOration or the yonng chief to his father's 
throne; he was to bold uuder the Shah Soojah; and though Sharawaa and 
Cutehee were not immediately to be restored., eomposition was spoken of. (21) 
These were as conciliatory and reasonable terms as could have bec-n desired 
-more so than 1night have been expected. A private letter to Nusseer 
Khan himselr1 accompa1:1ying this, is said to have occasioned great indigna.. 
tion amongst the ins11 rgeot leaders~ By this it was insisted that the Khan 
should immediately surrender J{elat~that he should proceetl to Caodahar to 
make his obeisance to the Shah-and that after that he should do whatever 
was req1dred of him. On such conditionl\ were his elaio1s to ack.nowledgment 
to meet with consideration. On these points I\-!r ~1asson is <Jur sole authority; 
and incredible as his statements 1nay appcaF, the rnoet extraordinary nature of 
the proceedings was in no shape out of keeping with most Qf our political 
transactions beyond the Ind us in the years 1840 and 18!1. It was at length 
determined lliat a messenger should lie sent with powers to see what could be 
effcclcd iu the- way of personal t:-eaty, and 1V1r l\.fasson was selected as the 
party best suited f"r this purpose. The negociations appear to have oceu.· 
pied abonlthrce weeks in all; and about the 2lst of Septe1nber the travel· 
ler was dispa.tchcd, al the request of Lieutenant Loveday, as ambassador 
to Quettab1 to arrange the ter•ns of pcaee~ ·when ho was irnmediately placed 
under arre.i;t by Captain Bean, on susph:ion Ol" JllHNG A UosstAN spy I (22) 

It must here be remarked in passing, that the Russophobia. which two 
years before appeared t-o have blinded the 1lnderstandings of the Tehetan 
and Cabool 1nissious, had not wholly, tl1ough ii had in a considerable mea ... 

::!!l. .!Hasson, p. 2-!4. 
2:t. ln a letter t'ro1n Mr 1\I3sson in the Boml;((.y '1'lmt$ of 14th Nov. 184(1, we 

find copies of letter.i betwixt hitn and Captaii1 Hean of' the 2.5th and 26th Scp
ten1ber. These seem to h<t.ve been writ.ten a few days afte1· hh> arrival, whieD. 
prQba.bly was about the 2lst, as mentioned in the text. 

El 
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sure, passed awa.y. Even the better~informed and more able of the politicals, 
\Vho in 18~7 and 1838 actually raved about Russia, and saw an emissary or 
a spy ia every raga.muffian who did not choose to give an account of htm
self, or who desired to pl1y upon their fears, still wrote of the advance on 
l{hiva, and of the dangers of iotrigue at Herat, a& things for which the Bl'i
ti.sh empire had cause to tremble~ The printed papers on these subjects 
betray much f11tile fear· and anxiety, totally unwarranted by any thing set 
forth by those ail'eeted by it. 

The disease wbich had nearly exhausted itself in tbe quarter where it 
flrst broke out, now made it.s appearance and spread amongst the weaker 
minded of the politica!s scattered everywhere over the country. That whieh 
in 1837 and IMS affected the solid and clear understandings of sueh men as 
Sir John Th:lcNeil and Sir Alexander Burnes, in 1840 totaUy upset the 
addled brains of such vtea.k-minded persons a.s Lieutenant Loveda.y and Cap
tain Bean, who seemed to imagine that there was .scunething in discovering, 
or even·in suspecting, Ru1sian intrigue.. which alJied them~ if only in their 
frailties, with the more eminent individuals with whom they were now as
sociated. 

The pOMe&sion of the most unlimited amount of absolute and itresponsihle 
power in an enem)'S country seems besides to have turned the heada of 
many of t11e younger politicals., whose freaks and caprices in the tyran
nou~ exercise of the authority so unwisely committed to them might readily 
seem incredible, were onr information on the subject one whit less copious or 
autheolie tbao it really is. These matters will develope themselves by and bye i 
what has been sa.id may be enough to assist us at aJI e~enta, in accounting 
for th'\l eonduct of Captain Bean-a singularly weak· minded, confused, will
ful, and capricious man1 who appeared to the end incapable of comprebeod
ing the absurdity he had committed, 

The grounds on which lt:lr :f\.lassoo was p11t under restraint wero some 
mysterious and discreditable letters written by Lieutenant Loveday-but 
afterwards explained away by the writer,-who stated that the conduct of 
the imagined spy during the siege had been ' 1 noble," and that no su~picion 
any longer attached lo hlru ;-and a letter from Major Outram, intimating that 
200Braboes had assembled in Kej in favour of Nnsseer Khan, with whom Capt. 
Bean had most una.ceountably suspected !vlr J\:Iasson of being connected. 
:Major Outram, the momeat he discovered the use that bad beeo made of his 
leuer, hasteoed to disclaim all suspicion-declaring that nothing was farther 
from his thoughts than to dream of Russian emissaries. Notwithstanding this 
the captive was detained for a perlod of four m ontlirs in durance, until repeated 
references ha.d been made, first to the Envoy. and finally to the Governor~ 
General. 

No more unpardonable sin could io those days be committed than for a 
atranger-who might, perhaps, mak.e disclosures of mismanagement-to in• 
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trude himself into the region of the 1nisrnle of the young political!!. Sir 'V. 
l\l~cnaghten had too recently been a close correspondent with l\llr Masson 
(.July 1838), and knew his character t.oo well to sympathise with the suspi .. 
eioDs of Captain Bean 1-while, at Calcutta, the whole alfair must have 
seemed absolutely ludicrous. Elis answer to Mr r-Ia!son ( IOth Oct. 1840} 
is as absurd an one as eould well be supposod. lie stated that he di.d autho• 
rize Captain Bean to delaia bim until the pleasure of the Governor .. General 
should be ascertained as to his being permitted to prosecute his travels in 
countries subject to the crown of Cabool, seeing that be was without per~ 
mission to do ao, either frotn the Shah Soojah or the British government I 
The Envoy bad all along im11isted, when any particular a.et of wrong wa.s 
perpetrated by the Shah on his subjects, that he was an independent prince 
with whom we had no right to interfere :-yet here it i.s assumed that no 
traveller could enter the :states subsidiary to the Doorannee empire without 
perrnh;sion of the British government 1 Alrmed Shah himself would never 
have dreamt that he had power to exclude travellers from Cabool in the most 
palmy days of his authority-much more front distant subtidiary states') which 
scarcely acknowledged allegiance to hifn. The arrogance, aa well as the ab~ 
snrdity, of the Envoy's claim, was charaeteristic of the palitieals of the time. 
'fhe infirmity of Lorr.I Auekland-whieb was the bane or his foreign policy 
throngbout-was his want of decision of character and determination itnmo· 
mediately to put down what was wrong in the conduct of a. public aervant. In• 
itcad of pursuing the dignilietl eour3;e of censuriog the Shawl political, and 
ordering the immediate liberation of the wrongfully sWJpeeted spy, the matter 
was referN1;d to l\.lr Ross Bell,-who, whatever might be his other frailties') 
was neither chargeable with fear of responsibility') want of talent, nor defieieney 
in decision: ~lr Bell, ou e:xaminiog into the facts, saw at ooee the enor1nrty 
or the blunder that ha.d OOen committed, and the ridicule ta whieh h exposed 
its authors and a.bettor3. Mr ~lasson was so perfectly well known to the 
}e3diog politicals and literary men who had been in any way concerned 
in the a.fl'airs of Affghanistant his habHs and puranits so familiar to the 
literary world, and his journey from Kurraehee to Kela.t in April and i\<Iay 
so absolutely void of mystery or suspicion, that it required an amount of per· 
verseoess of pereepti@n to extort frorn it. a charge, such all wae scarcely cre
dible even in the political agent of Sha"W"I. The tra.veller was ordered to be 
Hberated without delay, and to be permitted to proceed on his way wherever 
he thought fit : a guard being furnished him shoulJ. be desire to proceed to 
J{elat or Seinde. He chose the latter route, and pursued bis journey to 
Bombay., where he resided for many mouths, and thence departed for Eng
land. On the 15th September, th'6 following reinforcements reached Quettah 
from Candahar-the Shah's 2d iiifa.ntry') the 43J Bengal N. I. 1 JOO Sowars 
of the 1 st cavalry, and tW'o ui tlie Shah1s guns: a few days afterwards General 
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Nott joined with the light company of the Bengal 42d .N. 1.1 aad 80 of t11e 

4lh local horse, raising the f•1rce {o nenrly 3000 men of all arms. The Be
loochees having waited for a coosider.able time in expectation of the arrival. 
of their tl'le:s!le11ger1 at 1eogth to their ast<>nishment discovered the rnish~p 
that had so unexpectedly berallen hhn. A lettel" reeei.ved fro:n Capt. Bean 
&o incensed the chiefs that they resolved at first. to kill Lieut. Loveday on 
the spot; but speedily changed their purpose, determining instead to be 
revenged on us by plunderiog Cutehee, and attacking our troops when ever 
they could be taken at a disatlva.otage: they moved their camp fro1n 

Moostung, and proceeded througb the Bolan Pass, determined to inflict. as 
much injury upon us as they were a.ble. 

These misln.p.s at Kelat and at J{abnn occurring almost shnultaneously~ 
eonvioeetl the authorities of the necessity of immediately dispatching large 
reinforcements to Scinde. The 6th N. I. was ordered to start frorn Deesa. 
and march by Nllgger Parkur, l111'011gh the sands to Omereote. Ca.ptain 
Del Hoste was directed to take charge of this. regiment in its Journey acro3s 
the desert, He was left without any direction~ save that he shoi:il1l takei 
his own way and conduct the march with as much speed and as little risk 
.u possible: government felt the fullest confidence in his competence for 
the task. The country was then ahnost entirely unknown; for nearly 100 
miles neither villages nor inhabitants were to be found. The heat was 
most intense, the road difficult, and water there was none. \Vith all thei!le 
obstaci-es to contend with, they reached Snkkur in safety under tho able 
pUot:ige of the gaUant and di:Jtingui~bed officer who ha•l undertaken to guide 
theni. The Sth.., 2lst, and 25th lfere dispat.ehed from Bombay. BetwitL 
the 27th January and 19th l)ecen1her lStO, in fact, a force of nearly 6,000 
meo. leit the "\Veslern Presidency for l(urtaehee, in additi()n to t11osc moved 
from the upper provlnce:s; so thaL a larger regular army was found c.sseo ~ 
tia.I to keep the peace betwi.Jr.t Quettah. and J(urra.chee, within a twelve• 
month of Lord J{eane's return through the Punjaub, than had beeu thought 
qeeeseary for the eaplure of Candahar1 Ghuznie, and Cahool.(23) t\.t this~ 

23. 'l'he following a.bstracL of t.h.e numbe'C' of troops •lispatehe-0 fro:n J!Gmbo..v 
within the periodteferred to, is frorn tho returns of the Commissary Gcnetai's 
Otti.ce:

D,,te !if 
~P·l.'fture. 

184() 
2ith Jany. 
lit Ma.rcb. 
24th ditto 
18tb Augt. 

Ditto 
Ditto. 

22od Augt. 
291.b ditto 
2od Sept. 
10th ditto 
llU> ditto 
216t ditto 

Namn of Yeuel1. 

Eur. 
Ship Hanna.h.. •• •••• •• •••• .• •• •• •• •• •• .. •• .• . . 10 

Ditto .......... , ........................... , 4 
Ship Re!!olution .................. , •••••. , •• ,. .• .• 1 
Ste1uner Herenice .......................... , .• { i 

Clwpatra. ............. , .••.•.• , • ......... : 

::r:Pa1?!~~:1::::.::.::::.:::::::: :::: :. :: :: :: :: () 

Steiune-r Ber-0nioe ....... , ...... ~... ...... •. • • 6 
•• Cleopatra... •• ....... ••• ... .. •.•• .... 8 

Barque Beoares .......................... ••••••• 3 
Ship Cb.s.rles Forbes ......... , ................ 13 
~mer ttugh Lindsay................ .. .. .. .. ... ' 

N&t. • 1 
0 • ' ' • • • • 7 • 

E. & N. 

'" '" ,. 
"7 ,,. .. 
•• 272' 

'" 164 
4!12 

'" 
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time, 10,000 camels, a.t the cost of upwards of' £80,0001 were ordered to 
be purchased for the us~ of the army in Seiotle. 

The insurgents had threatened Lheree, then very wenkly garrieoned. 
In the 2d week of October they had .assembled in some force at Khund.11. 

On the 14th October a rletachment, consisting of Captain Curtis's lrre
g"?ar Horsec, with a wiog ()f H. ~f.~s 40th~ reached Kundah. Jnformati-on 
having been received immediately on their arrival, that the Brahoes were 
approaching with the view of plu11dering thEI town, o.ccompanied by a large 
number of camels: to carry avtay the spoil, the horse were instantly sent up· 
on their track. But tb9ugh on f<>ot and carefully guarding their camels, 
the insurgents for some time succeeded io keeping the sowars at bay, 
amongst some close thick jowarree jungle, from whieh they fired their 
matchlocks on scouts and reeonnoiterers. The Irregular Horse were led 
on by Captain Curtis and Lieut. Postanst assistant Politiea.l Agent 
in Sci0Je1 but the enemy retired too rapidly to permit the iofaotry, 
to overtake them in the tangled ground they had now reached. Our 
horsemen behaved most gallantly1 and the enen1y defended themse)veJ. with 
desperation as they retired, One hundred and forty are sahi to ha."fe been 
killed, and 8.f. camels were capture1l from t11em. Our casnaltics amounted 
to h9'o killed and three wouuded.(2-l) Around Bagh, where a detach1nent 
of the 5th N.I. was@tatiooed, the same system of univer@al plunder appeared 
to l1ave beea pracli.;;eti. }~ar!y in October the flead .. quarlers of the 23d 
N. I. were ordered to proeE*'<l as a reinforcement frorn Shilcarpore. About 
the 24th, Lieut. Vardon having been out with a pa.rty of Beloochee auxi
liary horse, met a. strong detacBment of Brahoes about 20 fni!es from Bagh: 
he immediately attacked, and, after a sharp encounter, defeated tben11 cap
turing 1100 bea.d oreattle, aod leaving 25 of their people dead upon the field. 
Reinforcements iu light detachments were now pre~sing upwards with aH 
dispa.fch fr-01n Sukkur to the disturbed regions along the base of lhe moun· 
t.aios. hlajor Boseawen with a. wing of H.f\.1.'3 40th 1 the whole of the Ben .. 

2ith S"°pt. Steamer Se~oitri!I., .••••••.•• , ... . .............. n 12 '" Dltto " 
Cleopatra ••• ......................... " 

6t11 Od, Zenobin .......... ,,, OO> ''"""OH•_," • 1 " lOth ditto Clet11•atra ................ , , ............ • " 0 35,:; 
l5th ditt.:> .. ltngh Lindsay .......................... " I •• 
'"" ditto .. Zeoobia ...... , ........................ 7 • ., 
25-th Oct. Cleopatra. •••••• ..................... " • 321 ... ISov • .. Hltf!'h l.indl>ti.y .............. .. .......... • • ,,. ... Nov • Zenobia ................................ u • ~so 
24.tb rlitW Zeuobbt ................................... • • 121'i 
l!)tb Doc. • Sesostrie ........................... ... 10 • "' 

Total . 14.0 :i6 5568 

24. Bombriy Gazette,Nov. 9 i Bombay Timu, Dec .2. '.rhe latter paper states 
that this occul'red a.t Kotrah, and the det1'chment 1vas that of !\lajor .Rorwa.wc.q, 
i.e. wiog of fl.f\1.'s 40tb, 8engal 3St.h, and Poona.h Horse; and that the action 
occurred on the 18th. The two arc agreed as to the generalrci>ults,~ualties, 
&e. 
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gal i33tb1 and some guns and irregular horse, left Shik.arpore on the 15th 
October, and directed his marc.h towards Kotra.; while the Bombay 25th 
N. I. were seut to watch the opening of the l\.looln.h P~ss to prevent the Bra
hoe1 from plundering the country. Tho latter regiment was on its way 
fr~m l{urrac.hee, a;t1d was joined.by the right wing at Latkhanah, and thence 
proceeded across the desert in the direction ar Gundava, On its march 
the 25th experienced proofs, wJ1ich they were scarcely prepared fort of the 
audacity and expertness in the art of tl1ieving of the people into whose 
country they were advancing. One night a.bout. l I o'clock, a party of marau ... 
ders came quickly down on the ad'f'ancing force, under cover of some jungle, 
and mixing the1nselve.s up amongst the baggage·Camehi in the rear, succeed
ed in carrying off six of them with their loads before anything wrong was 
auspeeted. A cry from the camel men made the officer aware of th6 acci
dent, when the Grenadier company, under Lieuts, Jackson and Phayre1 \vcre 
ordered back to search lhe ju.ngle. 1'heir efiOrt.s were in vain~ they reco ... 
'"eted notbiug1 and only e~posetl themsd ;';~s to furthct risk in the darkness and 
confusion. (25) About JO o'eloekill the morning, shortly after this, a party of 
30 horsemen gaHoped at sp"eed upon a number of camels feeding about a mile 
from camp, and, before any alar1n could be gi"·en, or assistance afl'ur<led, they 
l1arosti·ung six. and carried off tw-o of them, and the11 1nade gooJ their retreat. 
They were pu~ued three or four tniles but in vain; a sepoy managed to 
thoot one of the horses, but the rider escaped. The delachincntjoioed :\Iajor 
.Boscawen on tbe 3lst October. 'l'be ene1ny continued to ravage the country 
and sack a.od burn the vUla.ge.s on the whole line of the advance. Conceal· 
lng themselves from our troops during the day1 they prowled abroad so soon 
as darkness set in, and spread de ... a~ta.tion everywhere. 

ThcdGtachment alreadytletailed had reached Gundava u_nder the above officer 
a week before (23d October1 ) but unfortunately too late to save it from total 
11ack, and the demolition of all the ]HOJierty eontained in it. ''The most de. 
tennined desire of destruction,'' says au oilicerofthe force, 'vrltlog from the 
spot(2Cl) "seems to have influenced the rebel;s io their attack; they levellei.l. 

and burnt that which they could not carry a.way; the value of the property 
destroyed is about S! lakh.s (.£35,000 Sterling). The houses of lhc Hinp 
doos had been fired, and the rich and tl1riving Gundava presented a general 
seene of niisery an<l de.;olati0cn." The advance of our troops lt::&s a signal 
for the enemy to retire i they fell back on Kotra, which they threatened 
with a similar fate to that which they ha<l inflicted on Gundava ) but 1 

furtunately.., it was saved. This was the natural bllt fierce vengeance the 
1Jrahocs took on the estates <1f '\Vhh:h they hail jnst before been 80 ioiqui· 

25. l~tte1• from a.n oiftcer of the 25th ii.I. i BQmhay 7hries, No-v, 2 I. 
26. Letter fron1 upper Sciude; B1J,11bay 7'imeJl, Nov. 11. 
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tously depriv~d by us. \Ve had stripped them of their heritage without 
cause, and they resolved our plunder should not pro6t us. 

On the 28th October, the Bral1oes1 amounting to betwixt 4~0o and .5000 
men, emerged from the Bolan Pass under Nusseer l(hao1 anti took up a 
position two miles to the south of the mouth of the defile, 11ear the en .. 
trenched camp at Dadur. The force in camp numbered about 57.5-200 
of the 5th, and 225 of the 23d N.T., eommanlled by Captaiu \V a.tkins of the 
latter corps, and 120 of the Bengal Local Horse. On the 29th, they ad• 
va.n~d to the attack at first 2Stcadi1y and slowly, inerea.~ing their speed as 
they dr1H'f nea.i-, anJ raising &. shout as they prepared to charge. A. fire of 
round shot and shrapn·ell was opened upon them from the guas on the 
eDlreuehments so soon as U1ey got within range. Undaunted1 by tbe de
struetion this caused amongst t.hei:- ranks, they divided their force into two 
parties-ooe advancing along the front, the otber moviog to the right 
a.ad rear of tbe breast· work. The 6rst of the attacking parties proceeded to 
a positioo where the whole detachment of Loaal Ilorse w.as stationed: they 
were gallantly charged and repulsed by the Sowars, leaving about 40 dead 
upon the 6eli.l. Lieut. ~l 1Phenon, 48d Regt. B.N.I., who beaded tbe chargo, 
was wounded, as also were 20 of his men-one only was killed. 'Vhile this 
was passing, Captain Heath of the 5th plied the enemy s.o hotly witb 
grape tha.t they retired beyond raoge, ensconeing them.selves in a. mud village 
aho.ut half a. mile off. About sunset, however, they again t'orrned and a.d. 
va.nced1 taking up a. position on the left of tlte Sowar lines., from which they 
<?Ou1d not be dislodged. l!~rom thliJ they kept up a desultory fire of 1natch ... 
Jocks, which w.u replied to duriag the carHer portion of the night from 
the brea1d .. work111 and fortifieiJ suaunil of the commissariat store roorn. 
About 2 1". M, they onee more a.dvaoeed in line to attack the breast-work, 
but w~re repulsed with heavy loss-one of their chiefs having fallen. 
Nothing daunted by tl1ese successive cl1ecks, and once more reinforced 
to a strength ot full 5~00, tl1ey1 on the 3lst Oetober, advanced on the 
br.east-work, about 3 o~clock in the afternoon. They pressed on in two 
divisions, the one headed by the young l{han with his standard dis
pla;ed: a.nd took. up a pol!.ition about 200 yards frorn the brea.at-work.. 
Having been compelled by the fire uf grape an.J shrapuell to retire from 
this, ahont 1000 of them made for the town of Dadur, where they were at 
once a.d1niueJ by the Beloochee in ha bi ta nts. The population of the town, 
which is surruuoded by a. thick mud wall, and surmounted by a strong 
citadel, amounts to about 2000. The Hindoo, that is the wea1thier, portion 
of them, were plundered aad m nltreated, and the part of the town which 
they occupied saeked before our e)'es. The fortified eamp had been con
structed two miles frorn the fort to prevent collision with the inhabitants, and 
avoid the filth and annoy•nee from which, in tha neighbourhood of Indian 
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towns, our troops suffer. The remainder of the enemy ha1iog, about 6 r. M. 1 

taken up a position in the compound whe1'e the Bengal Iforse were posted, 
were driven from this by our artillery, and as night. drew on retired towa.rds 
Dadur. I~ieutenants ~!'Pherson and Cartwright were woun<led, 3 meo were 
kille.1, and 30 wounded. (27) Tbe fighting see1ns to have been very severe, 
and 150 of the enemy are said to liave fal1en. Scarcely had the abovo 
gallant serie& of encounters closed, when• wir.g of H. i\:l.?s 40th and the 
Bengal SSth N. I. arrived at Dadnr. lt has been n1entioned that N usseer 1Cb.an, 
with the force of the strength forrnedy noticed, was encamped nea:' the 
mouth of the Bolan Pass, four miles -0ff1 deterinined, apparently, to make 
another attack on the town or field works. Every preparation was made for 
their reception-but as they did not see1n disposed to attack us with so much 
alacrity as was desired1 on the 3J November l\Iajor Bo:scawen 1 with the 
whole of the reinforcement just n atned, t1110 guns, and tlle regu.lar cavalry, 
proceeded in quest of them. The Brahoes hearing· of his approach, re
tlred rapidly up the Pas!'I, leaving their camp standing. Owiug to the 
e:ttreme difficulty of the road, pursuit was impo~slble, so tl~at they escaped 
for the present, Their camp, containing the jewets of tire young chi et; 
with property of the value of £1000, was taken possession of. Lieutenant 
Lo,.e~ay was fountl murdered, aa was suppased by son1e of the chiefs: the 
crime appeared lo have been perpetrated by a horse-keeper, who, when he 
fotJnd that the poor priaoner who had f<)r two months been dragged along 
with them must be lert behind. and fall into the hands of friend.11, re .. 
turoed and. nearly se'\o·ered liis head from his body. He was found. heavily 
ironed, and nearly naked, chained to a kajawa or camel chair~ His body 
seemed much br1iised i and it is to be feared that, from the time the tribes 
left Quettah, his suffl!rings must have been extreme. The loss of the enemy 
in these va.rious encounters is estimated at from 150 to 400 1nen-autbo .. 
rities writing from tho spot being in the last degree discrepant on this point 
-300 may perl1aps be pretty near ll1e mark : iO are said to have fallen on 
the 2Ptb, 150 on the 31&t Oct • ., anti 30 on the lst Nov.: the casualties on 
the. other day~ not being mentioned. ~ 

Tbe Bral1oes, immediately after this, appear, for a time, to have despaired i 
and Nusse.er Ii.ban, with his .step· dame, and several of the chiefs1 having 
$epa.ra.ted themseh1es from the rest, were left lo wander in tbe Bolan Pau 
almost without a follower. 

1\-leanwhile General Nott started from Quettah with a strong detach· 
ment to recover l{elat: he enc:onntered no resistance, anJJ wheo hei ar
rived under the 'valls, found that the town had b-een vacuted four 
da.ys before. fie aeeorJingly took po~se~!ion 011 the 2d November, and left 
J_.ieut.-Colonel Stacy, with the Bengal 43d, to n1aintain tli.c now tenantless 

27. Letter from a.u officer at Dadur; Bombay Ti1nes, Dec. 5, 1640, 
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g2rris()n. }lr Bell was understood to have been dissatisfied with General 
Nott's advance, wishing probably to let the aifairs of Kelat settle down of 
themselves, and desirous to obierve the eifect of a little quiescence and 
non· interference. At this time a strong and general disposition began to be 
expressed to make peace with the Brahoe chief. The various charges against 
l1is father began to be proved unf'CJunded ~ and even had they been otborwiae, 
bis life had pa.id the penalty of his errors~ Neither Nusseer Khan, nor his 
stepniother, the life and soul of tbe insurrection, were in any way ilnplicated 
in the more violent proceedings of the tribes. The facility witl1 which Ne· 
wai Kllanl wl10 11ad now passed through Scinde towards Hydrabad, had been 
discarded, elearJy proved that he had no hold on the affections of the people; 
wl1i!e it wa!' equally apparent tbat no advantage whatever was to be gaiaed 
by maintaining a detested ruler aroongst a race at once needy, warlike, 
and reverigef'lll. 1."he Vu2eer of KeJa.t1 who had been detained s.ince its 
capture the preceding November, a. prisoner at Bukkur, was set at liberty, 
and it waa understood to be the wish of Shah Sooja.h himself, as well as 
the En-voy, and Ge>vernor-6encra.I, that submission should first be obtained, 
when the Khanite would be restored to the rightful heir. These l1un1ane 
and prudent \'fishes appear to have been marred b,Y the mismanagement of 
the political agents ; and tbe Brahoes had now uo longer any faith in our 
professions of friendl!hip and f.Jrbea.rance. 

On tbe death of Drigadier Stevenson on the 9th of August, GeoL Brooks 
l1ad been nominated to the command in Sein de; and Colooel Valiant, K.H., of 
Iler ?\-Isjesty's 40th, feadered l1is services to Government, whieh were 
-accepted of, and he appointed to the command of a. bri·gade. These 
officers, together with .fvJ.ajor Holland, deputy q\tarter~maater~general, 

left Bum.bay on the 15th oi October, as soon as the state of the weather 
would pe!mi t, and, having reached l{urra.chee by sea, arrived at Suk
kur on the lst November~ The force in tbe field between Kurrachee 
and Quetta.h at 1t1is time amounted to nearly 10,000 meD, and immediate 
preparC1tions were made for mo"Ving a very strong detachment towards 
Quettah. It was said tbat the ioteUigence from Herat was such that the 
Sciode poUticaJs were determined to march a force towards the Persian fron .. 
tier. This, as it g.ppears from the pa.peril publisl1ed by Parliament in Ia43, 
was. without tbe cognitance of tbe Bengal government) wh-011.e s.evete dis
pleasure was expressed as s.oon as they became a.ware of what was intended 
to be attempted. The posts along the foot of the mountains had all been 
strengthened, the 'Villages were mostly destroyed, and the efforts of the 
enemy to annoy us seemed to have slackened, partly from having suffered so 
l!everely at our hands, and in part because they had already accomplish-e:d 
nearly all the mbohief they could idiot up•m us. 

F l 
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Lieutennnt-Colonel :Mar.ball having takon command of the Brigt<l.r 
now assembled near Kotra, consisting of tlie 25tlt N. J., with detacbn1ents 
of the 2od Grenadiers and 21s.t N. I., with details of the 5th aod 6th 
companies of lig~t artillery and irregul01r horse, on tbe 26th Nov. pro ... 
ceeded withoo.t delay to take active measures aga.i11st tl1e insurgents. Ha'l
ing 1carnt that Nusseer Khan was in strong force within six miles or hi.s 
camp, he went out wit.h a rcconnoiteriog party to sat.isry liirnself on the 
subJeet. Be started at 3 ia the morning with 21>0 men under Capt. 
Teasdale, a compauy of the 2nd Grenadiers JOO strong, under Capt. Boyd, 
1 gnn, and 20 irregular horse. (2S) Ono or their objects was to oooupy 
the pats, and prevent the insurgents from escaping in that diree:tion. Having 
by 6 o'clock threaded the gorge and ascended the hill, with I gun and 250 
irregulars,. he at 9 discovered the enemy in great slrength, occupying 
a difficult position commandiag the eotranee iuto tbe body of the hifls. 
Our troops took up a station 300 yards from them, when Nusseer Khan 
1ent a message expressiTe of his anxiety for peace. u I gave him"" sa.ys 
Colonel MaTShall, from whou despat.eh our extract is taken, '-• one hour to 
deeide finally [the gallant officer does not state what he was to decide 
upon; he haa before expressed his anxiety for pea:ee without condition] 
before I opened fire; .at t11e same time I immediately sent and ordered 
Capt. Teasdale to Join us with l1is horse as quickly as pos~ible, as I saw l 
was too weak to dislodge them should the IC.ban decide on figl1ting. The 
rascals opened fire on ns from tbe hills for more tbao threo-quarters of an 
hour, but did no harm. I would uot allow a shot to be fired in return until 
the hour had expired, as I thougbt it migl1t defeat the object l\lr. Bell had 
in "View of the Khao coming ioto camp to make terms of pea.ce.11 At the 
e~piratioo of the hoer tbe Khan sent by bis Vizier a. letter with his seal 
affixed, stating that within a few days be would di.sband his followers, and 
praceed to Mr. Bell to make eubmissioo, with an assurance that he would 
not again be cut off' from Col. ?irfarshalPs. camp. On receipt of this. Col. 
Mar!!hall withdrew his troops and returned to camp. Ma.homed Hmseilf, a 
native in our employ, as a spy, having next day (Nov. 27) stated that the 
Kban was destitute of provisions and of the means of making bis way to 
Shikarpore, Col. Marshall advanced him rupees 2000 (£200) to overcome 
tbe difficulty. This man had been the minister of niiehrab Khan., and was 
takeu prisoner by us and detained at Bukkur; he was now deputed as 
ambassador from llr Bell. in negotiating a treaty not meant to be fu} .. 
filled I The letters detailing these things are dated the 27th aDd 28th. 
and. could not have relcbcd Genera.I Brooks before the Sl~t November. 
'Vbile arrangements for peace wet'e thus being proceeded with behveen the 

28. Colonel .D-larsha.U's letter to General Brooks, November 27th. and :28tU• 
aud P. S. 
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B·ritish commander and insurgent for~, a peremptory order was forwarded 
by General Brooks from Sukkur to attack the enemy without delay. The 
letter is dated the 27th, and ruus.t have been \Vritten without cognizance of 
the requests of the Khan, Coloael l\larsha.11 being lben 150 miles from Suk· 
kur.(29) 

29. The l<ttter is from Major Holland,. Deputy Qun.rt.er-Muter General, and 
is of sufficient: iroport.ance to be subjoined entire;-
Deputy Quarter-Master Ge1~al's Office, Camp &kkur, 27t.1 N<>oomber, 1840. 

S1a,-I a1n directed by l\.lajar .. General Btook.s, commanding 1he Fie~d Ariny,, 
ta acquaint you that, by inf~nmation received from Sehun Lal, th~ nauve agent 
al Kotria2 it a.ppeara ;hat a body of insurgent Braboes, amounting lu obout J~l)O 
men, located at tl1e entrance of ~is Pll.&$ no~ more thaa 8 mileii ftom yo1.1r pose, 
h1Te been lulled in10 fa.neieli security by our apparen& iuacli'l'ity. 

2, . This state of affait$ leads the Major-Genit!rtl.I, in communication with the 
Po1itillal Agent, to coasider that an attack judiciomJly planned, and with lhe 
utmo&:t se4":tesy and caution, will enable yw, without fail, to cut up and destroy 
this body j and with thia view I am to give you the following information. 

3. The enclosed Persian leiwr from Mr. Ross Bell to Sehun Lal, contains l.1111& 
gentlemanfs instructions to him to place himself under your orders, for the purpoie 
alwve mentioned. to furnish yo11 with guides, to aceompany you in pllrson, a11d .10 
procure and furnish .)'011 the mO,$t epecilic infottnation •s to the position occupied. 
by the Brahoes.-wbetber on th11 heioht, in t.be hoUo-w, or in tbe defile. and tlu:it 
$t.a.te aod nu1oben; in urdt'l" to eu':..ble you to co111lOCt your plana for 1-urprising 
the01. ., 

4,. You \t'illseud for Sehun Lal, and deliver tl.ie enc:\osed letter hl birn-?c. 
-ot..1er penon httlng present, diro.'cting hi11l, after he bas re.ad and made k.no•n its 
contents to )'Du, lo deli•t'l' it into yQur kt>eping ~ you will then arrange )'Our 
plams with hiru-placi.ag the most implicit reliance on bis good faith • 

.5. Y-.u are not .r.o e41ommunicate tbe subject of thi!l lt!tter to any onet as tbe 
whole sucCt!ss ofUt.e plsa dependJ on the most profouBd seerety being obiter•ed ; 
and jl>U will endeavour~ iu preparing ,-out ttm>ps1 to do so i11 sucb. mauna11: a& to 
give rise to no .auspjcions of your objects. 

6. You will leave 2-00 men, under the eommllnd of a !lteady inteUigtmt officer, 
in your ca1np; arid you wtU take with JOU tbe remainder ot' your infantry,a11d all 
your cavalry;. S.lld so arrange your march as to !all on the eneroy at day~break.. 

'l. You will take notmt• or baggage ol 11.ny kind ~ tbe 1nen lo ~rry one m~al 
in their havresack1, and &o Jill their cant.«aa • tbt:il" poucbe. are to be well supphed 
with cartridgttiJ. 

8. You are on no acequ11t io advanet! more \ban one day's march from your 
camp: you will pay parLicular atleruion to ihe guid~s ; the1 ate to be well tr@ated, but 
closely watched, and in. car.e oftreacllery put to death on tbespet; aod y-&ttwi.U 
t•ke care th•t., if there is the least cause for auapicion, they 1batl not eacape )'O\l. 

9. lo conclusion, I am dirt>cted to repeat, that nothing but the mo1t complete 
ietresyl •• to your plan.; and intentions, can giva you succes11.--:.i.nd tbtl M•jor~ 
'3eneral e1Jjoins Lbis, above aU thittg1: even your officer& should not know )'OUl' 
inte.ntiona till you are c-lo.se 'o •he Pua. Yon will, ofeourae, grant quarte~ to 
those who nurender. (Signed) Ja¥e:s HoLLAND, Ma;or, 

Ikp. Qr.•Mr. Genl. oftke Armg. 
P. S.-Nu!seet Khan's posidon i11 stated by Sehun Lal to be on the Kol:t'ia i.ide 

of Peer Cbuita, The latter p1acie is )2~ miles frorn Kotfi•, and the road to h. is 
goud. 'l'be lles.t march within the hills is Kuttur Kahll'n, dinanl S milea.. and the 
ro•d to it. leads t.hrough a defilt!', and U very difficult the whole wa7; l would 
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'Vhen the order to attaek the ins1.1.rgents reached Col. I\larshall"I he was 
no longer at war with the Brahoes, who had sued for peace on certain 
terms, which, so far as was known to the contrary, they jntended faithfully to 
fulfil. The da.ys granted to Nusseer Khan to di.sperse his followers, and pro .. 
ceed to aurrender himself to l\:fr. Dell, had not yet expired ; ar..d there is no
thing anywhere set dow.n w.hich. authorise&. the belief that tl10 ehicf designed 
to break his word, A new attack by Col. ?tfarshall after he l1ad drawn off 
his troops on the 26th, and advanced money for friendly purposes to the 
l{han on tl1e 27th, without additional provocation or grounds for the 
suspicion or had faith, was as dlstin~t a. breach of truce, and as flagrant a 
violation of the .-pirit of the treaty just entered on, as waa Lhe attack of the 
Affghans on the retiring army of General Elphini:;tone in January 1842, 
These were poiots, howevcr1 on which the Scinde politica.ls of 1S4-0 felt no 
hesitation; in reference to which after they were over they appear neither 
to have experienced compunction or drawa down censure from their supe
riors. It was said that information had been received that strong reinforce
ments were expected by the insurgents,-three parties of Brahoes, one of 
30-00t one of .5000, and one of 2000 men I liad s11ch a force as this been 
in existence, the defeat of 3000 at Kotra. was unlikely to have ensured us 
peace from so determined a foe. The tumour was probably got up by a. 
native spy with a view of bringing on an action~ . These gentry throve well 
on tl1ei:r country's di:sorders.. 

Agreeably to the instructions contained in the despatch of General 
]3rooks, which bad been forwarded expreu by hi.; aide-de-camp, Capt. 
Smith, {SQ) Col. :fllarsball with the ma.in body of the force, consfating of 
900 rneo, of the 2nd Grenadiers, the 21st an<l 25th N~ I.t with 60 irregular 
11or!se and two guns, started shortly after midnight, and proceeded straight 
for the enemy~s camp, a distance of about :six miles. The Braboes1 .apparently 
confid.ing in the truce entered on two days before, were taken completely by 

thererore advise, that should Nusseer Khan's position have been changed since 
)1u;.t accounts, and he be on the Ke.bun 01" Kuttur side of Peer Chuttab, aUboLJgl~ 
ouly a mHe, the 1nov~ment of lhe detae4inent should be su!.pended. 

{Signed) G. Ilaooxs~ 
J. HoLLAND. 

ruahomed Hussein, stated in tlle text as a. spy1 wa' no ot11cr than the ex .. 
prime ministet" of Kelnt, who had just before been released from prison by Mr 
Bell, anrl sent as an ambassador to Nusseer Khan1 to treat with him for s.ura 
render I ~J'he order directing Colonel Mare.hall to at.tack the Brahoe.s was all" 
proved of by .Mr Hell, and written in his house ! . 

30, Lieutenant Smith Qf tho Bengal 16th N. I.-Tbie: zeakus a.nd acb'!e 
oftieer left Sukkur at 2 o'clock on t;he 28th of December, and altfiouglt his 
pro2Tess "'al!I greatly impeded by falling in with. a. large body of the enemy•s 
cav~lry, \\'ho followed and fired on him for several inilcs, he reached Colonel 
l\la.rshall's carop on the morning of the 30th; completing a journey of 150 
iniles in 38 bour.s. 11 he accounts of tho 1vhol<J ot tllhl affair Qre taken almost 
uualtercd from the despatches. 
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surprise. Capt. Teasdale cf the 25-th, made a detour of 21 miles by Peer 
Cbutta., with. 500 men. a11d so took the enemy in the roar and cut off his 
retreat. Capt. Ennis with 200 ml!n pushed over a portion of extttmely 
difficult ground" and iO oulilanked them and drove them back upon our 
guns; by ll'hich means many were slain, and 180 were taken prisoners. 

'fhe resistance of the insurgents Wa! mo.-.tdetermined: they nnm~red betwixt 
3000 and 4000 meo ; their position w~s strong, and they disputed every inch 
of ground. Nothing could have exceeded t}1e courage and cooduet of the se
poy~ that day; excited by the constant flghting and ma.raudlog which had 
occurred all arondd for .six weeks anterior tc:. this, \Vhen the enemy in general 
contrived to elude them. before aoy :serious damage had been done, they de
termined lo pay otf old scores~ The death of Liel1tenaPt Lovellay had excited 
tbem to a pitch of fury, and as so1ne charge more destructive than the rest w11.s 
roadt>, or deadly volley ibrown in~ the ery was "remember Loveday S.allib
let us revenge l1im i,. and fearfully wer-e they avenged that day. After three 
hours hard fighting the Braboel were totally defeat.,J 1 and made their way 
through the unoeeupied ra.~ines, or up the mountains the best way they could. 
N11sseer Kban, attended, as was believedt by Gool Ma.homed, was Sfea 

crossing the heights on horseback, almost alone. Betwixt 400 and 500 of 
the enemy were left dead upon the field. Four 1>f the principal chiefs were 
taken. '1 he kettle-dnu:ns-, standards, and camp furniture fell into our hands, 
together with carpets, wuring appareJ, acd a. gr1;1at number of beautifully 
illuminated copies of the Koran.(31) Oar loss amounted to 4 killed and 
30 wounded. Amol'.lgst the forn1er was Lieutenant aod Quarter.:~.Iaster 

J.Mlge, 25th Regt. N.I.,who was shot through the tl1igh 1 and almost immc· 
diat~ly bled to denth. 

1.'he prisouers were dispatched for Sukkur untler eharge Qf Captain 
Smi1U, aide-de-camp to General BrookP1 who was llirected to shoot them iD 

case their rescue 1hould be atternpted.(32) 
This vietory was so complete-the battle eo unexpeeted and so disas· 

trous to the enemy, that for the presel.lt they dispersed and lefL us without 
anooyance. Theybad,sinee they deputed l\Ir ~1&.Ssonto treat with Captain 

31. Miatic Jo1irnal, April 18-±1, p. 308. 
:i•"> Colonel l\larshn.ll's ,vords aro-'' I have d1reefed Captain Smith, in the 

eve;;'t of any attempt being wn.de t.o rescue the prisoners in his ch~rge, or any 
attempt being ma.de by them to escape, tq shoot the1n on the spot. -Letter to 
General Brooks, 3'1. December. Yic beli.eve there is nothing unusual in this. 
'Vhon a report got abroad tha.t Ukhba.r Khrm had directed our pri~oners to be 
killetl should any attc1npt he ma.do to re.i!lcue them, the Cl'J Wtli1! ra.used that he 
hail d~ue the most atrocious n.nd fiend-like thing on earth. Capta111 Johnston, 
l"fho had b~cn the party to dissernina.ta this rumour, found tha~ it 'yas untrue, 
and th&.t Saleh Khan bad m~sied him. lie t1>ok. every.:neans lD h!s power b> 
obtain t'or it 3. contradiciiou, but not one in ten oC t.he JOlll'OnJS which propa
gated the error had the bi)ucst.y to correct it ! 
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Bean, lost upwards of 2000 men out of a. fotce which at no time seems to 
have exceeded 7000 at the uttermost1 if ever it was higl)er than flve. 'l'he 
only fruits of the victory were, that a.ny little confidence the Brahoes might 
before liave eotertained of Britlsb faith was dissip~ted: they fled to the 
mountains to hi.de their time, having no longer any wish or 11eart to treat 
with us. Singularly enough, the ordinary official reports of this action were 
nut forwarded to the Governor-General, who, so late as the 29th. ~larch, 
remarks on this unexplained fact, and then for Lbe first time publishes in the 
Gazette, extracts of the ti.e1d orders of Colonel !\Iar~hall and General Brooks, 
from which this pa.rt of the narrative is chie11y abridged. 

The excellenteonductof the sepoys at Kotra has just beQn mentioned: t4a 
whole of the correspondence from Sein.de at th.is perioJ. beats unvarying and 
enthusiastic testimony to the ad1nirable patience,eo~1rage, and spirit with which 
tbey conducted themselves throughout this harrassing campaign. Though. 
fighting in a country which was new1 a11d with an enemy not only strange to 
them, but surpassing in strength, courage, and determioatio.t:1, a.a welt as 
arms and appointments, any they had before encountered, no Europeans 
could have done better service to lhe !-tate. To this there had not as yet 
ooeu:rred a single ease of exception. 

J\.Ieanwhile, though the l\furrees and l3l1oogties bad been pacified, and the 
Brahoes di-'ablcd, there l'tera rumours of Cormida.blc disturbances above the 
pass, both to the east and westt around Candahar, and on the Persian fron,. 
tier1 which caused a general movement to be hastened of the principal body 
cf the ttoops io. Sl!inde. 

The lst Light Cavalry, and Irregular Horae~ left Shikarpore for Dadur 
on the 5th January i the 4tl1 troop Horse Artillery, and right \ving 
of 1be Bombay 20Lb. N.I. started on the I2th from the sarne 11lac.;, for 
Quettab; and the tst troop II. A. and lefi wing of tho 20th N.I. marched 
for Bhag on the J!th. Previously, the 2d Grenadiers, with some Irregular 
Horse, marched from Sukkur with a convoy of 3000 camels and 200 carts. 
The Stores were left at Bbag; tbe Regt. proceeded to Dadur in orde:- to re
liel'e the Bengal 38tb N.I., wl1ich le£t for Quettah on New .. year1s·day. The 
head qnarter wing of' H.~f. 40th, wbich had shortly before arrived from Kur .. 
raehee, the 2lst N.I., with a body of Irregular IIorse, left for Bhag on lhei 
15th. Tbe cavalry, the 4 tst, aod Capt. Pontardent"s artillery, followed a few 
days afterwards.(3S) General Brooks with a strong force reached Shi .. 
karporo OD the t>th, and Mr Bell joined hint on the 7th. (34) 

'Ihe confidence or the people in our protection had been so far restored that 
they returned to their villages and commenced the cultivation of their fields. 
Nasseer .J{.han still kept the hiHs:t his 1tep·dame found shelter amongst 

~3. Bombay 'l'imea, Jan. aQ. 3i. Ibid
1 

Feb. 27, 
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the Dodah Murrees: Tbo country throughout the month of January kept 
tranquil; it wa,, gol'ged with troops1 oceasioniag an expenditure amongst 
the people of many times the amount of the revenue of tha whole region we 
occupied. l\fr Dell meanwl1ile directed the chiefs taken at Kotra to be li
berated lJDconditionally and sent to their own country loaded with pre
sen ts. (3.5) The ejected Shah Newaz was now .at I~arkhana, Government 
haviJ1g allowed him a. pensjon of .£1200 a year.(36) This was afterwards re
duced a. halft and finally altogether withdrawn by Sir C. Napier in 1843. 
Colonel Stacy continued to conduct matters with much prudenee at J(elat, 
whtte the people returned to their 'homes, and the bazaar once more be .. 
came occupied by nearly )OOO residents. (37 J So much confi1lenee had 
this inspired that it was expected Nusseer Khan would give himself up.. 
Bllt though he must by this time have been repeatedly apprised of 01:n• 

friendly ii:1tentions. tl)wa.rds him, he would nl)t tritst ns : he had seen other 
ehiefs who came into our power relying on friendly treatment, thrown into 
the dungeons of Buk.kur. The broken truce of Kotra was not to be forgot• 
ten. .At thla time the sepoys in Scinde suffered from the cold of the 
nights, where ice constantly made its appearance. 

We come lll)W to the most unsatisfactory portion or the hi.story or the 
management of the affairs of Scinde-to a. portion which, whether in a poli .. 
tic.al or a military pQint of "View, no Engli$hrnan can re11d without ~ blush. 
The chief pa.rt or our knowledge on the fil'St di11ision of the subject is 
derived from tbe often-quoted Cutcbee Jettera, and a bettef authority could 
not be desired ; fortunately,. indeed, there is no c.ouflicting information to 
be dealt with-the intelligence from the spot was at the time copious, va
rjed, and perfectly harcnonioust and not one particle of its truth was ever 
called in question. 

When the Army of the Iodue passed through Cutchee in 1839, Major Leeeb 
wrote and aent a moonshce (interpreter) to the people of l{njjuck, to beg 
that they wou1d break their bunds (weirs or dams) whieb retained for 
the irrigation oi their fieJda the water flowing from the J1ills, and 
let it oft' for the use of our tro0ops. The rtquest was complied with, 
but the money offered for a piece or such -v;alua.ble service, attended 
with much damage to the eultlvato.rs, waa declined.. The fields suf .. 
fered from <leBeient irrigation, but tl) this they submitted without 
complaint: 'l be following- year Yoositr K11an Rysannee wae Naib of the 
Seebee country, and the l{ujjuks requtsted he would make the battai or 
<lh1ision of grain, on whleh the Government ahare or lythiog is allotted, 
the crops being ready for it. The revenue is paid in kind; anti the corn 

25. Letters from Shikarpore, t'Tth Jan., JJ. Times, Fob. 
36. Cutchee Letters, No. 5.. 
37. Timet .. Feb.; letter from. Ca.mp, near Kotra1 22d Jan. 
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ciaqnot be bousell till tl1e Government's quota has b~en determined on. 
The Naib of Seebee stated that he conld not act in this matter without the 
directions of l\Iahomed Sherreef. \Yhat piece of roguery this wort11y hat.l in 
view~in delaying the order, does not appear: but so it was, tha time pau.ed 
away, the rainy feason approa~}led, and the Kujjuck:s. l1oused tl1eir grain to 
a.ave it from destr11ctioo. 'Vhen all this labour had been incurred, and the 
cnllivatoni were led, from the .delay which 11ad been occasioned, to believe 
that the tax: was for that season to be remitted, b:tahomed Sherreer ordered 
the battai or division to be made. The cultivators were now loath to part 
with that wl1icl1 they h~d begun to regard and dea.1 with a! t11eir own; .and 
t11ey urged as a plea fGr exemption, the ~ervice they )1a.d performed, and 
sacrifiee they had incurred at 11ajor J. .. eeeh's rE'quest ~ stating what was" 
admitted to he true1 that they almost alone, of all the tribes, had abstained 
frorn plundering our bag~g<1g·e o(conl·oys. 'Ihey expressed a hope that the$e 
consideration.3 would weigh with l\Ir Bell jn obtaining fur them exemption 
from payment for the pre$ent. The district is very productive, the utmogt 
attention to irrigatjon being paid. It containB about t11irty villages, each 
under its particular hakhn or cltier. 'fhe adult male population amounts 
to about 6000 1 of whom only one thousand are reckoned warriors~ they 
are mostly infantry, &lid flave no guns. 'Ibe town where all the principal 
chiefa re;;ide is Kujjuck, It contains a population of about 4000. 'Jhe 
annual reYenue of the di&trlet amounts to about £3600 i tlie arrean1 
now stnted to be due, to £4400-of t11i8 wo demandell immediate payment 
of the half. In this state matters. were, wl1en tl1e chief political pro .. 
eeeded to Cutchee, and l1ad, jn tl1e beginning or February 1841, an 
interview at Lheree wi1l1 some of th'9 cbiers. They pleaded poverty in 
=-ddition fo the other reasons already adduced. on which they claimed 
exemption: this was known to ha\fe beie'n a. were pretenct>, for they were 
not poor: and the hart1ship of claiming afterwards that which w<is not 
received at the time when it: wa$ offered, wa.111 owirJg to the representations of 
Afahomed Sherreef, not held entitled to ccnuddeTation. At !.1 unghull\.eshehur, 
of miles from Bhag1 eight of the chiefs had a second iBter.,iew with 1\lr Bel1, 
wl1en, on the ?th Feh.f a piper was drawn up by fhem, in conjunction with 
I.ieut, Brown, J\.Ir Bell's ai;si'itanf 1 and others, guaranteeing that the reve· 
nne claim shonld be satisfied in full on ()r before tl1e 19th of the month. (38) 
Not observing that any measures were taken to ha"Ve this agree1nent fat ... 
tilled, a de1nonstration was directed to be made before the time fixed for 
payment Cad expired. and on tl1e lBth February onr troops arrived before 
the town-the people havhig not tbe most remote idea that hostilitjes 

38. Cutehee Letters, No. tl-Much of this letter has been taken verliutim, 
and lnco:rpoTated with the text~ 
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were intended: the same having been the impression of General Brooks 
when the dispatch of the forco wa.s arranged. They had not so mtlCh a.s 
provided themselves with ammunition, nor ha.d l11ey eut tha bonds, thouglt 
their unfailing practice in caao of atta~k. was to lay th@ country under 
water and render it impassable, 1'hey inv-ariably maintained that they never 
thought of being attacked, or of attacking us: nor have we any grounds for 
believing that in this they uiisrcpreseoted tlieir apprehensions or inteo
tions. 

The troops sent, consisted of the ad cavalry, Leslie's horse artillery, some 
of Skinner•S: and oC Curt!s's irregular l1orse, and a. wing r,f tha '20th N. I.; 
these were afterwar<ls joined by 200 of the 2d Gr~nadiers, with Lieuten:i.nts 
Ilogg1 Falconer, and l\forris<Jn. T~~~ whole was commandeJ by Colonel 
'\Vilson of the cavalry. The distan(;e they haJ to march from qJJarters~ was 
abollt 40 miles: a detaeh1nent worse sniteti .for the a.tta.c:k or a. fortified town, 

could uot be i1nagine<l i !!Specially when the Genera.I ha.J evety variety of 

troops in snch abundance at co1n(nan•l.(39) So late as the l i'th, after 
the troo~ were on their way certain of the ICojuek ~hie& hail an in
terview with air. Bell :-some niisuoderstandlng appear~ to have arisen; 
l\lr. Bell stated that he was left under the ilnpressioa lhat the chiefs 
wished to evade payn1eot altogether, though ad1nittiog it was Jue; and 
so1ne of the natives ou whotn ke so often su uoworthily relied, a.~sured 

hhn that the Kojjucks were ar111iug anti preparing for rcsistane~. 1~he 

groundless.nell:S of this last became obvious when onr tro-ops arrivetl n<lar 
tl10 fort. aod the populace appeared never to <lrea.111 of hostilitie.!I, Lieu .. 
tenlnt Brown, A.P.A., was sent to jniu the furce in canF.equenee of Lieut~ 
Col. \Vilson reporting that tbe people were hostile, an•l that our camel.men 
liad bte11 detai11ed in tlae Jown, §"c., wbich he d~n1el it imperative to roake 
known l He proeeetl~ tu say-0 but little forage had b~en prornised

1 
aod 

the people who went fo-r it were treated with ill-eoncealed ill· will. I am 
positively informed that an attack on our eamp will be roadesbouldafavour
able opportunity of doing 10 occur. I respectfnlly :JOHcit die l\1ajor-general 
granting furthel' aud rnore el:plioit instrueti~ns." It was at this time that 
tbe .Assistant-political Ageut w11s ordared to proceed to Col, \VBson's camp 
in case of difficulty, that the coauna11dl11g oflicer might be fully aware 

39. 'V'e bd.VO beard General Brooks declare tba.t he never in the coursB 
of 40 years serl'ice, ex.perienced any thin~ so intena;?ly mortifying as the 
failure at Sebee. He sent out a. light detachment on the assurance of ?tfr~ 
Rell that by 110- pos:sibility conld there be fighting,-that a. 111cre tlemonstra .. 
tion"vasallthat was desired. The neiuhbGurhoodof Kuijuck had been re
com1neuded as a. station for put of th; mounted force, 3od the c'lvalry and 
horse a.rtillery·were ordered therein tbd ih~t instance with.out any illea. of war
fr1.re, but sitnply for tbe beneftt or lorage, whicl1 was hardly prooltrable at 
i\lungul.ke-Shuhcr. ·~ 

G l 
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how matter! were to be managed. On t.lie Jay of tl1e fight, 20th Febru. 
ary, a depulation of the chief men had ao interview with Lieutenant 
Brown : they declared their readiness to pay the sum required~ but re
que.!ited twelve hours to make the collection. This W<lS refused. and they 
were informed tl1at unless 'vithin two hours they should produce £21200, 
their town would be attacked by t.he troops. The attempt was wade-the 
collection was eommeoeed on the insta.nt; and rupees, golJ and silver onia
ments were gathered in tl1e utmost. haste, in amount equal to our Je1nands. 
A Moonsbee with some attendants, who had beea sent to the town when 
the two ho11rs' leave which had been given were expired, met the chiefs. 
bearing the treasure to our camp. Before they arrived. there, ho,1ever1 they 
observed the guns getting iato position, and the troop!!. being drawn out in 
crder of battle. Supposing some trick or delusioa to be intended, that we 
meant both to take the money and attack the town ~sides, they retired within 
the walls, and eharged the ~Ioonshee with endeavouring to practise a fraud 
upoa them. The fight immediately began. The fort, which contained about 
4,000 people, of whom 1,200 were women, was not a strong one. It was 
.situated in & levet plain, which afforded no cover for ordnance, and sur .. 
rounded with a ditch and mud 'vall, varying from 12 to 20 f-eet in height, 
wirh four open gateways respectively of 9, 10, 12, and 20 feet in widtl1, 
The ditch surrounding the fartress a.t 12 feet dista.nei!I from th.e wall waa 25 
feet broad and 4 feet deep; it was encircled on three sitles by marshes and 
'Watet•courses~ About two o•clock P. M. the guns opened with round .. shot 
and spherical case, at the distance of two hundred yards i after a tire of 
nearly half an hour's duration, tht!y "Were removed to within one hnndred 
yard!. of the mud wall. fhe defences were so thick, and numerous, 
that even at this distance our shot scarcely told upon the town. The enemy 
had kept up a brisk a.ad galling fire upoq us from the tnoment our artillery 
were in position. Colonel 'Vileon was wounded through the thigh, tl1e fe
mora.1 bone being badly splintered by one of the first shots. Tbe command, 
in consequence, devolved on Major Rollings af the 2d Grenadiers. The storm_ 
ing party, consisting of t\VO companies of the regiment just named1 supported 
by the left wing of the 20th N.l., proceeded to a. place where the men were 
able e<lsily to cr~s, tllc ditch having been len unfinished, and advanced by the 
pathwa112 feet wide, which intervener.I betwixt theedgeofthia aad the base 
of the wall. Captain Walter, with a troap of the 3d cavalry, proceeded round 
to the other side of the town to <:ut off the enemy'.e retreat. The rflt of the 
troops remained to support Captain Lealic with his guns, and act a.s circum
stances might require. The enemy were six or eight hundred strong just witbin 
tb.e gate,-there being about twelve hundred fighting meo in the town altoge
ther: tbe guns, which otherwise kept the gate clear, required to suspend their 
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fire a11 the storming parly adv.lDced. So soon as the beaJ of the column got 
near the gate, the enemy ruslu~d out and cut down the lea.Jing meu1 who were 
unfol"tunately very inditfertintly su.pported1 as no effort on the part of the offieer.s 
could induce the Grenadiers to move forward. Lieut. Falconer was killed, and 
Lieut. Shaw. sub-.uaistantcommissary gonera)1 who volunteered his eerviets 
on tl~e occasioo, severely wounded in les.diog the &!3ailaota on. On seeing 
the check of the storming party, the intrepid Lieut. Creed, H.A., requested 
permissioa to t9oke some dismouoted artiilerymen to head the column, and 
endea\•our to recofer the fortunes of the day. This gallant ba.nd of a.bout 
20 horee artillerymen at once advanced and endeavoured to foree their \vay 
ioto the towo. Liel!t. Creed and some few got within the gateway: b\\t 
here the heroic. officer and five of his men were immediately cut dow11\ 
antl the remainder, most of whom were severe1y wounded., driven back by 
force of uumbers, were compelled to retire, being unsupported. At this 
time some women came out with korans on their heads entreating for 
peace. The enemy began to flag; and had the attack been persist .. 
e<l in the fort must have f.llle1t. Evening was no\V rapidly advancing: it 
was obviously in vain to maintain the struggle, so our troops retired to a 
distance of 1000 yards, and proceeded to encamp for the night witb a view 
of next murning r~newing- operations, 

The Cadualti.es ia this unfortunate affair a.mounted to 15 killed and 25 
wounded; Lieuts. ~ .. alconerand Creed we{e amongst the former, Col. \Vi1sJn 
and Lieut. Sha.w amongst the la.tler. Colonel 1Vilaoo died in a. few days 
.a.fter1fards from the effects of his wound; The enemy'& loss is said to hav"' 
amounted to about 60 kjlled. 

A ~eport was .St>Tead that the Kojjuck.s intended to aUaek us at night, so 
that the troops slept under arms. The rumout' proved grou11dless : about 
11 o'clock P.M. a Banyan arrived in camp from the fort, intimating that 
the t'hieft• had :ft.od,-the wl1ole of the occupants of the to \VD• save the aged 
and 'oedrillden, made their escape to the hills-so that, when morning dawn
ed, it was tenantless. Kujj11ck was taken possession of, and all the move
ables contained in it declared prize property. Thia amounted to about 
£2000 in value : thist as will by and byd be seen, had afterwards to be 
restored by orJcr of government. 

The tidjngs of this mishap reached General Brooks at Mungel.ke·shuher 
about noon oo tbe 2 lst; aod he immediately orde1eil out a dcta.ehmentto join 
Capt. RoUings with the utmost expedition. Tbis consisted of the head·quar
ters of the 4th troop horse brigadei H. M:s 40th, and the 2 lst N. I., with the 
s11ppeu and 1niners; they marched about 5 r. H. the same aJteroooa. These 
were to proceed by forced marches withont a. moment's delay, aa tbe ex.tent 
of tb~ mischaoce was believed to be much more serious than it turned out. 
But oo tbe ma.rch tbe I\'Iajor·General receiving authentic intelligence that 
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the Knjjucks had evacuated tbeir fort, dirooted U1e infantry to remain that 
night at l\litree,. and proaeeded only with the he.,,d~qnarters tlld 4Ul troop 
Hurse Artillery to Kujjuek, The iof.1ntry recommenced their march 
the following afternoon. -before they ha.d proceei)ed far rain began to fall io 
torrents1 and fro1n the ni,,;ht being pitchy dark, the troops remained for 
some time io a perfect slough of 1nud and water, a11d di1l not reach the camp 
till miJ-day. The whole were detained befcn·e Kujjuelt tiH lhe middle of 
A1arch by the heavy rain~ whh.:b caused great dEstruction amongst the 
camels Qf the force. 

After the town bad falieu intQ our hands 1 but before it was destroyed, 
some of the people, who were starving on the hilh1 returned with a view of 
reooveriog their Jost properly : they were drivea back, some perishing in 
the ditch, and orders were given to fire on aoy one l'Vho should aIJproach 
the town. Foiled in avenging our rohehanees on the Kojjuck warriors, l\Ir 
.Bell reso.Jved that the property or the inbabitaut.! should suffer. An or11er 
was fulminated, directing the place to be destroyed anll the country deso· 
Jale<l. On the 6th l\larch1 accordingly, the :iged, siek, "rul bec.lrid1len h3ving 
been carried beyond the wa.lb, the clothes on the1n being the only property 
they were allowed to retain, the fort was set fire to, arul lai<'l io ruins. The 
houses that contd not easily be pulled down were Lnined anti blo1vn up,-the 
tirnbers that coulJ. not be otherw·ise destroyed wctc bnrnt,-the derastatio11 
was co1nplete: the fire raged for several Jays-and the property ae.cumn
lateJ, .aod buildings ereettil!, through the ,;;p,,cc of seven generatio1u, during 
which the place had fiourhhe<l in the hands of the K.0Jiueks 1 was appro· 
priatcd or destroyed by us. 'fhe crops were eaten 11p or trampled under 
foot by the horses, the e.:nnels, and the baggagc·cattle of the arn1y: the de
sire appearing to be to do a:; uu1eh wanton n1i.scbief a'> possible. Ao ei1iet 
was Lsul:!d when 1ho work of ravage had been completed, that no p1u•t 
of the town shoultl be rebuih or re·occupied. ( 40) Shortly arter this. some 

40. '.fhe account of tho action is chiefly given from an unpublished eopy of· 
the official de!ipatcb, with Sl>ine incidents t'roin private letters. \Ve havo been 
fa\"oured with dh·ers valuable notes from otli.}er11 of the f,,1•ce, to \Vhom the 
proofs ha.Ye been isubmitted~ and the followiugie one:-'' :\IJ>Bcll'sftrst letter 
t-0 General llrooks \\•as such as to leacl tho General to expect opposition; the 
second was iucroly saying the troops shoulJ take up a posit.ion convenicut for 
\Vater and forage-this \va~ reeeivcd late at night. The t"orco was fra1ned on 
the ftrnt letter1 and nothill? coul(l be more injudicious than its selection. 
General. B. k11e'v notl1ing of Kujjuck, not did 1\-lr Hell-a fact fully proved. for 
hall they known what the pJiico 'vas, Europeans 'vould have bean sent. \Veil 
1night General Hrook.s feel unsatfafiod, not only in this iuat.a.nce, but i11 h11ving 
remained from October until January nt Sukkur, instead of being in the fickt 
with his 1roops. JiaJ he been stationed at llhag, and l\fr Dell with l1im, the 
country lvould h::i.ve had a better chance of l>eccnning quiet and ;;ctt1ed, llo\V 
could General Brooks say he did not expect resistance, when his orders to 
Lieut.Col. \\'irson were-' Your detachment is to march to Kujjuck" in order 



Bralioe:!, wh°' mast have otherwise atar'\·cd in the 11ills1 ea.me Jown, anil 
were quietly feeding their flneks at ~litree, when our troops observing them 
mi::sOOok. them for Kojjnc!ks, and actually attacke,l them, dispershig them in 
every directiool and seizing ou the women's oroa:ueots and property left 
behind. 'l'he mfa.take was soon discovered, and every elfort made to remedy 
it; but the mischief was doae, and this untoward accident was added to the 
list of acts of supposed perfid} a.nd wrong-f£Jr too few of which we could 
plead any excnse 1.•r extenuation. 

The Cutchee Jetter .. wricer, who learned the r .. cts on the spot, and was 
most familiar with every feature of the case, and with all the paY'Ues con· 
ccrnc1I, aays, « '\Ve all know that Asiatics invariably plea'.d 11overty and 
procrastination to contrib':'ltion of revenue to theirdespotie governments, in the 
hope of obtaining so1ne remission; and that where they can, they resist with 
foree the payment altogether, as the Kojjucks have .Jftcn d<Jne. That the 
Kojjucks hoped, hy au excuse of poV'erty anJ procrastiaatioti, to get some 
remission, is, I eonc~ive, beyond doubt. It is the opinion or all the uativcs 
of Cui.ehee that I have ~con; of our habits they knew little, what they did 
know was not li!>.ely to have pro'1ueeJ the 1no;t f.i.vouralile impres$io~. A 
for<~ible resh1tance of onr de1nand$ they knew to be u.sel~ss 1 and accordingly 

to coerce sonic. ref'roctory tribes i.11 t\'lu.t district, in ease of their rcfu!lhig corn~ 
pliance with the dcma.tlds of the potltical agent.' 'l'hc detachment rna.rched 
011 the 17th1 and on the •Sth Genera.L llrook11 \\"rites to ~Ir Mell-' 1 have no 
information who are the parties to be acted against,' &c, 'Vhy not have 
lnadc due inquiry on the subject befOJre sending the force? 'l"hu Kujjuck force 
"lVD.S as follows:-
2d Gf<!na.dicr Ucgt,-1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 4 n.i.lh·o officers1 12 havilda~, 

200 rank and tile ; killcd-l lieut. (Falconer), 8 rrieu j wounded 20. 
Scinde Horsc.-1cap1aiu,4 native officer~, 2 duff'a.dar::J, 66 so\fars J kill..id-1 

S()War. 
lst Troop H. A.-1 eaptaio, 2 lictits .. 98 men; killed-5, and I officer, (Lieut. 

Greed); wuundeJ..--G, and l o-tiiccr (Capt. Blo:.d). 
id Lt. Cav.-1 col., 1 capt., 6 lieut!!. and cornets, 201 troopera; killed-I 

trooper. 
Rt. 'Ving 20tn.-2 ca.ptaims, 2 lieuts., 2 ensi1,.ns, 381 men; killeJ.-1privllte,10 

ditto wounded. 1:1 

'1"01.a.I furee Cavalry 200 

Deduct sick and guard.s 

Iufa.ntry 581 

8<7 
182 

Present in action • . . • • • 665 
Killcd-1 lient •. eol., 2 lieutenants, and 12 men. 
\\o oundcd, 2 liculs., a.nil 45 n1cn."-.. ~Vote by an O/j/ce-r of the Force. 

A11other offieer belonging to the Staff stateia thn.t 'here \Vere not above 
300 warriors in tho town: that so ill·d~fended and 1veak a. plaee wa.s un
worthy ot' the name of fort ~ nnd that the whole affuir was ono of the moat 
misiarn.bly mismauag-cd during the 'var. 
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ihey not only avoided plundering the country, but eveu neglecteJ providing 
themsveles with ammunition, trusting to procrastination a1 the sarest diplo
macy. From t~1e fact of their having gathered in valuables in atnount equal 
to our demand. and with which they were about to present tbe1nselve$ in our 
camp when they saw our troops~advaneing on th.e town, and from that of no 
earthly provision having been made for defence, does it not a.ppea.r that, 
in.stead of opening our guns at two in the afternoon agaiuat tbe fort; if we 
had thrown & cordon around it, that the people would at once have seen lunv 
nDlike we were to former rulers, even had they not gathered together i11 
money and ornaments the amount we demanded.'' (41) 

'Vell tnight Sir Alex. B1.1rues, i11.re1aoosttating with the Eavoy sbortly 
after this on our deplorable and calamitous mismanagement of the country> 
e1:claim, 0 It seems to me that wherever our palitical officers are, collision 
tOrthwitb follows. A native te1nporizes, a. Eu.ropean officer fi;Ihts; \Ye are 
thus on thf) high road to denationalize Atfgh;i,nhtao instead of contributing 
to its stability as a kiagdo1n; we shall subvert all its institutions, and not 

succeed in fixiug our own in their etead1 for we are not laboudag to tlo 
so." * " " ·rhat regalar troops should be employed in enforcing 
revenue, is at all times doubtful, unless rerusat to pay e11ds in rebellion i but 
it is niore than ever questionable, whe!\ there is injui-tice on the siJ.e of the 
C>llector. A postpone1nent to pay is at once in our notions converted into a 
refusal, and that which a parley and explanation between Affghan3 would 
terminate ln a. d11.y or two aioicably, ends with us in a battle and loss of life 
on both sides. But the li1es are oot the gre~test loss : respect for u~, and 
ioftu~nce with them, go with them. 'Vhen ooee regular troops appear, hesi .. 
tation is deemed pusillani1uity, they cannot slaad still, they 1nuat act, and 
thus every trifling outbreak endangers the character not only of the English 
but of the whole frame of government.'' (42) The reader will excuse the in· 
terruption of the narrative which the introduetion of those passages occ3sions 1 

proving1 as they tlo. how early and distiqctly the more sagacious portion of 
the political authorities .saw and appreciated the mischiefs we were inflicting, 
and the direction whitherward they wore tending. Unhappily, those io 
whose bands the amendment of this systeia lay, would not, or could not, see 
its error. 

The details of the'se proceedings appear to have given the greatest offence 
to tbe Governor· General: it is doubtful whether the de;ipitehe.11 affl)rded 
bhn a. sufficieocy of particulars i bnt the facts in whieh the}' were defeeti1'e 

41. <.utcheeLetur1, No. 4. 
42. Notes on the consolidation of Aft'gha.nist.a.n, by Sit> Alexander Burnes, 

dated April 19, 18-ll. A copy.,of these was found a.mongr;t his. posthumous 
pa.pen, with notes by the Envoy. Frequent occasions of referring to them 
will by and bye present thcm:selves. 
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were amply supplied by tl1e letters to which we ba'e had such frequent oc
casion to refer1 and whieh bore with them so rnuch of the stamp of autho
rity that ll1ey could not he overlooked. Early ia August an order was re .. 
ceived resch1ding the edict against the re·construction of l{ujjuck, and order
ing the payment of the valne of' tho property which bad previoullly bffu 
declared prize,-abandoning all claims of arrears, and explaining as the 
reasoo, that though our troops had for a. time required to occupy tbe 
country, the Kojjncks were considered our friends ! \Ve ar.e, however, 
breaking through the ehronolog-ic.al order iu which events oug bt to be re
lated, 

A few weeks before this, the Beebee Gunjani, widow of ~lehrah Kban, 
had made submissioo : she was kindly received, and aeemed gratified with 
t.he a.tteotioo that was paid her ; she was a sprightly, pleasing 1 intelligent 
looking lady, who.se influence with !ho chiefs friendly to bet 11usband, as 
well as with her step~eon, seemed to be very great. She reeeived as a gifl, 
lbe Naibs hip of Kotra1 worth about £1200 a year, and with Ibis she 
seemed contented. About 1000 of her followers shortly after,Tards made 
submission. 

Alarming reports were meanwhile gaioiog currency as to the it.ate of 
affairs at Herat aaJ aloog the Persia.a frontier. It may be recollected 
that in July 1839, ?vlajor D'Arey Tod, with a deputation of British officers, 
had been dispatched from Candahar lo the court of the worthless prince who 
was the legitimate representative of the Suddozye dynasty. After an ex· 
penditure of £300,000 iu endeavours lo purchase a friendship, the free gift 
of whieh was not worth our aeoeptan~, the Governor-General resolved, 
that before more advances should be made1 the expediency of moving a gar
rison of British lroops into Hera.t should be broached to l{amran Sl)ah, 
This bee.a.me the source of immediate misunderstanding-.; and Major Tod 
discovered, that not only was this as unralatable as might be, but that 
Yar l\-Iaho1ued the Vizier, kc:own at all times to be in his heart unfriendly 
to us, had usurped the actual power of the Shah, and was caballing amongst 
the chiefs with a view to an advance on Candahar. It was said, ioJeed, that 
it was the iotention to proclairn Kamran Shah be;1.d of the Doorannee am
pirto1 and to endeavour, through the assistance of the Affghan malcoateots, 
to place birn on tl:1e throne. l\lajor Tod bad been guilty of the offenco ol 
endeavouring to put :J. .stop to the plll11der of caravan.s aod tbe .sale of the 
persoos captured along with them. as slaves. The English mission left 011 

the lOtb, and arrh·ed at Ghirisk on the 21 st Feb,1 having encountered some 
narro"lf risks hut experienced no injury. ThU post is on the river Hel mund, 
about 80 1nHes north· west from Candabar: it h&d beeu weakly garrisoned 
ince o.ur original invasion, and -was now about to be reinforced by the 
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Shah'a !ith Native Infantry under Captain 'Voodburn, and 500 of Cbristie·s 
Horse. The country everywhere in fact sheweJ syrnptorn!! of that ucquiet 
.and uneas.y state of feeling whi.eh 1 six month$ afterwards, broke ()Ut int.o 
such fl;!arful and successful insurrection. 

Preparations were on these grounJs 1nade onee tnore to draw onr troops. 
together near Da.dnr, anti to move a. heavy force up the Bolan Pass so early 
as the season would permit, to await at Q11ettah tlie determination of the 
Goveroor-Ge11eral~ 1~uckily this was peaceful; though the E11voy wa.s Ur. 
gent to stretch the li1nits of the Dooraanee e.upire to their proper e:ii:tent, 

which ha conceived to be Heral on the west, and .A.ttock on the s.outh-ea.st. 
From the scarcity which prevaileJ in C11t.chee anJ l3eloochistao. it was 

necessary that the whole of the troops, followers, and cat1le1 attaehed to 
the force, &hould be ra.lioneJ by the Commissariat ; and to euable that de .. 
partmcot to do so, the following enormous amount of a.niu1als was required 
during the campaign for the transport of the Commissariat supplies, lng
gage1 ganJ!', ammunition, camp•equip.age, &c. of the ar1ny :-

12,000 Government Camels, va.111011 at .£8 ea.eh £9~000 
4000 Hired Camcl31 frorn Sukkur to Q.a.ettah, a~ £1, 101. per month 6,000 
2000 Hired Draoght an'l P~ck Bulloi.lks,-5.}0() moro 'vere oxpected from 

Fcrowpore1 but never joined. (43) 
'rhe 20th N. I. ent~re1l the pass a\>out the JO~h O..:tobcr1 ;.nd botwixt 

the 16th aud 20th ~larch a large portiou of tile a.r1ny, undor General Hrooks, 
bad comn1encod u1oviug through. the Bo~a.tl. 'l'he General arri'1ed at Quet .. 
tab on the 3.l April; bis cu1n1nand having been et.tended so as to include 
l{elat, 1'Ioostung, anJ QtJ.cttah1 as well as Scinde: Mr Dell h:i.d preceded 
him by a ftJw days 01lly. 1'br! lirsl. briJade suffered aevcrely from &tonos 
in the pass: their te11ts haviag been blown down anJ. property destroyed. 
It was believed that Gene1•al Yaliant's bdg:ide woul1l proceed to C:t.nd:i.
hat",-a detcrininatioo which, if ever made, was speedily altered. Haviog 
already done nearly all we conht in the way of irritation a.nd annoyance, 
our poli..iy now appeart!d to be to uu.ke evers etf-0rt at ccuciliation. Colonel 
Stacy haJ, h1 a brief spa.cet prJdllced a. very i1nportaut alteration in the 
feelings of tho people of Kelat. l·le stlught co:nmunion with the chiefs, and 
n1Jogl~d freely with the people, Ulil his r.y111p.Lthy wi1h their suft'erings, anti 
still morc 1 his appar.ent confidouce in them, aod the fearles:i want vf suspi~ 
cion with '\'r"lilch he alooa llarel to move a.1nongst theln, won symp:dby a.nd 
confidence in returow Iu the course of the rnQntb of .April he set out t<> th.e 
Brahoc c.an1p ahno5't uaatte11Jed, thou;h he h;i.J tt) travel nearly 60 miles 
through a Wild, turbulent, and t.lisaffeetetl cCJuntry. Jle h\ld ao interview 

43. Commis:iariate Rcturm;. 
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with the young Kba.u. and his chiefs, and seemed to eon!liller that everything: 
was settled. when sDme fresh source of misunderstanding br&ke out, and 
Nusseer Khan again sought refuge in the remote bills. Colonel Stacy bad 
just before this advanced a considerable sum of money to the l{haa, On. 
tlle present occasion something occurred during his reiidence in camp 1 which 
so offended the chiefs. tbat his life was in peril. 'fbe Khan warned him of 
his danger, and entreated that he would retire as speedily as pwsible, otf~r
ing him a saie eonduet to Kelat. Of this he accepted, a.nd afcer a tide of 
nearly 60 miles in lengthl returned in 1a.fety with the utmost speed to 
the Brahoe capital. The Bombay 25th N. I. was a.botu this time dis
patched to Kelat. The Beebee Go.ojani haviog occasional ioterviews with 
Mr Bell, promised bim tl1tlt .she wtJuld speedily prevail upon the young prince 
to 001ne in if ma.de sure of being restored to bis fatherts throne. The A:SilUr
aoce was given, but he would 1101 trust us, nor could he be preva.Hed upon 
to see any political sa.ve Colonel Stacy till Mr Bell WtlS no more. Mean
time an order was promulgated, that uoles& he surrendered hhnself before 
1be 4th ~lay, he would be put to tilt ban, and cbased wherever he might 
seek refuge. 

The force now at Quettab amounted to above 800() men. No instructions 
11ad been receiviJd, QOr did any definite idea seem, in anr quartilr, to be en .. 
terlaioeJ. as to their destination. The Ilerat p.inic waa oow well ulgb. over : 
the idea of a<lvancing tbitherwards, broached, and so far acted on by the 
Seiode politicals1 was discountenanced by Government; and the country 
a.round Caudahar was considerably less turb11leat than it shortly before had 
been. 

A petty chief called Fazel Khan had been giving some annoyance In the 
Noosk.y CJUntryt and as we hail soldiers on the spot, it geemed to be 
tbonght a pity we should not keep 6ghting. Ao expedition accordingly was 
ordered for Noosky, consigting of the 4th Troop H,A., a squadron of Lbc 3d 
Light Cavalry, 2 companies of the 4 lst, and the 2-0th N.I. 'rhey were eom
ma.nded by Colonel Soppitt, an officer of conduct and experience. They left 
Qnettah on the 3d of A·lay, and having reached Noosky by a f'orced night .. 
march of 40 miles, found that the offending chief, with his priocipal people, 
bad fled. It was said they had taken the route of Kelat to render submis ... 
sion to Colonel S!acy. Two cornpa.nies of European!ti mounted on cantels,. 
\Vere dispatcl1eil with the cavalry in purauit of him, bnt without effect. The 
force returned to Quettah after incurring much hardship and fatigue, and 
losing many cameis1-having effected nothing. 

An accident as singular in its nature as unfortunate io its con11equeoces1 

at this time befel a party of Skinner's horse in ascending the Bolan Pass. 
Capt. Haldane had been left at Dadur with. orders to escort the baliering
train to Qu."Ottab. \Vhen the plan was altered, and orders given tl1at the heavy 

II I 
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guns should be allowed to remain at Sukkur, this officer, witll the horse 
under 11is command, wu ordered to join his brigade, which had ju1:1t reaelH!d 
Shawl. Having experienced mu.eh difficulty in obtaining a. sufficiency of 
baggage-cattle1 he was at length enabled to start on the 23rcl of April. 
Having got to within ten miles of the ead of the pass, a night was passed at 
Sir-i-Bolan (44) 1 and the cattle being atilt very much knocked up, they 
were allo,ved to rest till the afternoon to recruit. It rained very much on 
reaching the narrowest part of the pass, which was no more than from 30 to 
40 yuds wide, and Capt. Haldane having sent on the camel .. men -with all the 
baggage and 100 troopers1 ordering them to keep close together, was bringing 
u~ the rear witl1 about 80 meo, when jllst as he entered the narrow gorge, 
and came to a. sharp tum in tho wa.y, he sa.w a body of water, about a foot 
deep, rushing on with tremendous speed round a turn of tile rock a little way 
ahead of him; this was immediately followed by a seoond, more than three 
feet in depth1 thundering on with still ~reater fury than that which pre
ceded it. On the right and ]eft there were no means of escape, the rocks 
being nearly perpt"Ddicular; so they galloped back, reaching a place which 
enabled them to retire on oae side a little wayou.t of the reach of the torrent 
just as its waters were upon them. •the cataract, now increased to ten 
feet in depth, rushed past the rock with awful fury. Then came a scene 
terrible to eontemplate,-mea, horses, and camels W'ere a'\"l'ept past, and 
dashed to pieoes against projecting rocks, against wllieh the water flew to 
the height of twenty feet. No assistance could be rendered, for the strf!!am 
ran faater than any horse could gallop. " I stood upon the baok/' says 
Capt. Haldane, "quite horror·str1.1ck, for I believed that every one ahead of 
us had perisl1od.. In a few moment! th$ destruction was compl~te, and we 
felt like men cast upon a desert plain, without a particle of food, wet to 
the skin, a cold and cutting wind blowing on us, and no meaos, from the 
Dature of the country, of ascertaining the ex.tent of our loss ; as, until the 
water went down, all comnlunication with any party who might have been 
11:aved was completely cut off. About snnset tbe stream had nearly sub ... 
sided, and I percei'1cd how matters stood. The loss of life was 33 men and 
101 animals. 'Ve passed a miserable night, and next day pushed on to 
one of <'Ut outposts, eight miles from Dusht-i-Bedowlut. We trusted to 
recover some of Olll' property in the morning before .starting, but fouad very 
little: for such was the farce of tbe stream, that the matchlocks belonging 

44. Sir-i-Bolan, head of the Bolan ;-a powe-rful spring here forms the 
sout"ce of the Bolan river. 'Che ascent betwixt A bi Gooni a.nd Sir-i- Rolan in 
the course of 9! miles is 1954 feet, giving a rise of a.bout l foot in 25 ; this is 
the steepest acclivity in the pass. .4. maas of water pouring down this. 1nttst 
rush with the rapidity of a. ca,ta.root.-Major Houpll., pp. 53 and427. 
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'omen drowned had their barrels broken in two, and some or theM~ies were 
fannd at. Bebee Nanoe, 20 1niles below where tlu!I accident occurred. The 
property loet was estimated at £l200. 11 (45) 

An a.eeident of a precisely 1hnilar nature occurred to Sir Alex. Burnes aod 
his party in ascending the Khyber Pass in September 1838, when a thunder 
shawer overtook them, and the brooKa swelled so rapidly~ that. it was with 

mueh diffic!llty they saved their baggage: the party was for a sh'llrt whiia 
divided in two, without the power of communicating with each other. (46) 
So tliat, besides the incidents liable to occur in those defiles from the oppo ... 
sition of hostile tribes, which in its inost for1nidablo shape Britii!h troops have 
overcome-there are storms nf whtd anti snow, with the s\velling or torrents 
by the sudden burst of th11nder storrns, to be encouatered, sufficient for the 
destruction of any army. These appeal' to be of by oo means unfrequent 
occucrence, and the only wonder is that we suffered fro1n them so tittle: that 
just detailed,an1l the snow~slol'Tn which overtook Colonel \Vallace's parly in 
February 18-1.2, bejng the only scrions accidents: which really from these 
causes befel our troopf. 

Affairs in Upper Scinde and around Quettah fcozn tbi.j tirne forward to 
the surrender of Nusseer Khan, continued in a. state of tr.anqniHity anJ 
insipitl inaction. About the beginning of June, the notific:uion issued by 
the Bombay Go,·ern1nent, that General Brooks a.tu.I Brigadier V a.lia.nt had 
l.een recalled-the fotmer to be temporarily sueeeeded hy Colone) England 
of ll. M. 41st, the latter by the scaior Brigadier a.t the stat.ionl-reachcd 
camp, and oce.ll$jooed nG small astonishment. The causes of this have al
ready been minutely explained ;(47) but tho authors or the Clibborn COm· 

missioo never, up to the clo!e, see1n to have suspected the serious otreace 
or wliioh alike in a mHitary or in a moral point of view they had been guil
ty. ~lr. Bell was a.t this time suffering frotn a severe indisposition 1 which 
can$ed him to tender his resignation-anJ l\fajor Outram wa.s already un .. 
del'sh>o1l h> be assured of succeeding hiin i the ch;1rge tlevolved on the latter 
earlier than was aatieipated, by the demise oftho f1.1rmer 011 the Jst of Aug. 
Captain Bean al$o ha.d solicited leave to retire, 011 tho plea of ill he.alth. 
The great s~hen1es to be aceo11.1.ptishe1l by the army under General Brook:., 
in w·hieh a.II of the gentlemen just n:uned, more or le15s share.I, ~ne by one 
fell to the ground. The CanJaha.r force prove.I adequate for tho work as~ 
signed ta it~ strong bodies wcte posteJ a.t Gbirisk, ~'l'Jost11n,; a11J l{ehtl 

--------------------------
4-5. Letter of Ga.pt. Haldane, giv"'n i.n A.iiatic Journal. Sept. 18-11; part II. 

p. 32. It appca.ts as a. quotation, but. it is not sb.tod where it wa..'J fil':sl, pub .. 
lished. 

46. \Vood1s Journoy to the SOdl'C$ of the River O~u.i1 p. 163. B11r11es's 
Cabool, p. 129. 

47. See conclusion of preceding chapter, p. 202. 
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ready to act if required; there appeared no source of alarrn of serious mi•
chief from Herat, and no intention of proceeding against it for the preseot ~ 
and as the Brahoes on longer showed themselves in the field, there really 
seemed nothing for 011r troops to eff'eet beyond watching the current of 
e•ents. 

Nns1.eer J{han hail meanwhile (alien sick and become tired of remaining 
a. fugitive: he had receive1l the f111test a~~urauce that no 1nore e\'il was in· 
tended him than that of reinstating him on hls father's throne-our pur· 
pose being now to add C11tchee to K.elat1 fro:u which it had been so un .. 

wisely disjoined. About the 20tb. Jnly, Col()nel Stacy was written to, 
intimating that the l{han and his ehief3 were in the neighbourhood. aad 
expreasive of a wish to see that officer in cainp. 'fhis was immediately 
complied with: the boy had been sufferi11g severely fro1n intermittent fever, 
which the treatment of qne of 01rr medical officers speeUily relieved, He 
eame into e.amp without co-nditioas Ol'I the 25th J llly-and Colonel Stacy 
inunediately maile preparations to proeeeJ with bim to Quettah. 

A general order was publish.et.I on the 9th August a.t S11k.k11r, inti1nati11; 

tl1at Nusseer Khan and his:adhereots were no louger enemies to the British ; 
while the intimation from Lord Auckland already referro•I to was at the 
same time circulated, to the ell'ect that the property taken at KajjtJck. could 
not be considered as ptize, in eonseq1tence of its having been captured io a 
town of a rriendly power, though it was found oecessa.ry a~ a temporary 
meaaure to occupy it with Briti8h_troops. (48) 

Uy the lime the Khan and hit party reached Moostung, intimation bad 
been received of the de1nise of ~1r Bell, which took place at Q11ettah on the 
ls~ of August; and it was resolved to reinain there until )lajor Outrarn'i
arriva.t, or until the purpnses of gover1unent sho:.ilJ. be definiti rely ma.de 
known. 

Major Outram, after hearing of the death of ~lr Bell, h.1ving been de
taif1ed for a short time at Hydraba•l, bringing some political arrangements 
there in progress to a. close,. left with a view of taking charge of the affairs . 
of his new appointment, on the !Sth of August. The uoosteotatious celeriry 
of his progress co-ntrasttid as much with the pomp aad circ1l\n$tance with 
which his pretleeessor moved as dlJ the other portioni of the career of the 
two differ from each othu. Mr Bell's escort conii.atetl of 150 hursemen
his riate of trave!Uog was abo11t 10 miles a day. The appointments of 
Ma..jor Outram consisted of one pala.nquin, with 16 bearers fl)r ex: changing• 
one attendant, four troopers of the irregular horse, a.nd three riding camels. 

48. Bombay Courier, August 31. No allusion in tl1isorder was 1nnde to the 
tota.l destruction Of the town; the occapation might ha\0 6 been 11eC1lSsary, but 
to blow up thQ Walls and bu.rn the ba.'4a.1n·.i of our frionds was a curious Til()de 
of manifesting amity ! 
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The distance from Hydrabad to Quettah is 400 miles, including 9il mi!'" 
of desert and 70 miles of the Bolan Pass: this wa1 traversetl io 16 days, 
the ne~ polhical agent having arrived a.t Quetta.h on the 3d of September. 

Sir W. ?vfaenaghten, for what reason doe! not appear, seemed aoxious 
to take into llis own hanile the task or closing an arrang';!1nent with Nusscer 
Khan. About the 25th ot' August a draft of a. treaty was forwarded to 1\<Ioos· 
tung1 for his subscription, by the Envoy ,just before llfajor Outra'11'$ arrival, 
and when be was knowu to be on the way, Thia woul1l have seemed alik.e 
strange and inexplicable, bttl for the pas&1oa f,,r diplo·nitcy with which the 
leading politicals were then afflicted: tbey seemeJ. n.ever so happy as when 
endeavouring to over· reach the rnrle aod setni· barbarous tribes, who under· 
:stood the spirit or treaties, but were t'ltally belfildeted and misled by the 
complex technicalities with which they were et"ammetl; and who, when any 
of them were neglected, andfpunishment followed the oversight, always 
conceived that we had misled them O't dealt witl1 thern uofaithfully. 

After a delay there of a mooth, the young Khau anJ his attendants left 
Moostung immecliately oo hearing of l\·fajor 011tra111'4 arrival; ha reached 
Quetlah on the Gth Sept. He was received with that kin•l anJ frank cordiality 
which distinguished the manners of the now resident, and he .seemed delighted 
with. his reception. Affairs of state are easily arranged when one party 
is dispo~ed to concede whatever the other 0.an desire: and &o it was agreed 
that they should set out all together as speedily as possible for l{ela.t, to invc1t 
the young sovereign with regal power, an1l place him with beco1ning: p'.Ullp 
upon the throne of his fatber.s. About the middle of th·~ 1nonth they started, 
and -00 the 6th Oetolfer the Khan was duly invested, the chief Sii,dars 
being previously iDvited to be pre.seat at the ceremony, The follow
ing is a short notice by an officv who waii preseut on tho occasion:-

,. At 2 l'" :11. the KhanJ" whh lib Sintars and Officers or State, proceeded 
to the DurbsT Tent of the Agency, wheTe the Treaty wa'!. ready far &ignature-it 
wa• re11od by the young Khan himself1 and by the \Vuzz.~r l\Ioolla t\>[ahomecl 
Hussein. The Khan, Sird•ll"!I a11d all were most grc1tef1.1l fo-r ~lie liberal tenns 011 

whi1:b tlu: British ga'fe him back Che couutr;y of hi:s at)cestors. 'l'he 'l'reaty being 
approved (If, it W&'J a.igned on th~ spat, and afttir some 11uarter of 11111 hour' a con
'l'ersation, the Khan. took leal'e., 

'' At 4 P. H. l\1ajoT Outram a.~ci:onded to the citadel. A eircrn.!ar had been &ent 
round i1t the morning, notifying that the investiture woalJ take plaee at 4 E'. u. T!Je 
Joung Kbart~ who ha' ingrMtiateJ him~~lf with e.'fery boJy, Wil& rea1ly at tbe hour 
appointed-every Officer in CamtJ paid lhe Khan the eomplhnent of a tti!-nding. 

~, AFter lolajor Ouu·am, assisted by Brigadier Eugland and C•l. Stac'!!!f1 bad 
invested hlm wilh his complete Khanat(ll Dres~ he was seatl!tl between the two 
f'°rrner, •nd a Royal Salute announced the ev.mpletion of tbe Treaty bc~ween the 
l:l~>norable Ca1rpany and the Khan of Kelat!' 

1'he country as usual n•as infested with robbers. Dr Owen and Lieut. !);Jae-
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ken:t1e, 3rd Cavalry, were, in the middle of Septeniber, W!lyJaiJ and 
robbed, and narrowly e&caped mur ler in the l{oochla.k Pas~, 1 miles north 
of Quettab; while General Brook.ii and his party were firet) upon in 
descending the Bolan Pass; but from the tilne of N rls'!eet Khan's so rreudel', 
there was no hostile movement in Beloochi.stan of any considerable magni· 
tudc against u.;;. 

In taking a cursory review of the contents of this and the preceding eh a..p
ter, which rt>fer exclusively to the affairs of lleloachistan, it will be found that, 
from the tiioe Sir ·r. \Villshire returned to the p1aio.s"I wlntn everything was 
considered to have been settled, our troops in r.1umbers varying from 50 to2000, 
1u1d been 15 times engaged with the enerny (49} an.cl four times uosuccess• 
fully.(50) The loss of the enemy on these various occasions must, llO near 
as can be estimated, a111ount to not mt'.ch under 2500 i our own casualties to 
abot't 300 tnen .slain. 1Vc lost no fewer than 12 European otficcrs, viz. Col. 
\·ViJ~oo, Capts. Rait and Heighington, Lieuts Clarke, Franklin, \Villi1uns 1 

~Icore, Loveday, I ... odge, Falconer~ and Crce=l~ All these, save two, bad 
fall~n in action, or <lied of their wounds, C:Apt:1in Heighingtou had dic1l fro1n 
the fatigue nf the fight and retreat of Nufoosk; anti Lieut. r .. ove(!ay W38 

murdered. The climate of the countries in which thes~ unh~ppyoperations 
ha(i been carried on, had among our offieer:S been still 1norc destructive of 
life than the sword of the enemy. There had died, chiefly fro111 cli1uatic 
c.auses within the period under revjew, Briga1lier Stevenson, l\{ajor Billa.
more, Th'Jajor LidJtil 1 Captains Sutherland, Robenack, Jones, lletltlingfield, 
and Lewis i Lieut!. Revelly, IIunt, Valiant, C'uerton, Shubrick, and 
Oliphant, with Drt Carlow and Baines; 16 in all. 'fbe death af ~tr 
Bell 1vas not perhaps altogether attributable to the effects of e1imate. 

The destruction of beasts of hurthen hat! d11riug this short but unhappy 
campaign e.xeeeded the worst apprehensions our n1ost disastrous experience 
could have le~l us to form. Of the twelve thou~a.nd ca.inels which •ere ('OJ

lected at Su'k.kur in August l8t l~ sca~e 3000 C'htld be produced in ()ctober 
1842; the loss occal'!ioned hy this :sacrifice of .aniina.l life must <Lle;ne hav'!! 
e:i:cceded £80,000. The tot.al outlay occasioned by tl1e campaign was 

40. These ''affairs" took placo at Deyrnb 4th and 12th January (p. 172). Na
tive officer's party of 80 men slaughtered to a man in returnin~ to K.ab.u11, 16th 
J..tay, (p. IiH) IJest.ruction ot' J,ieut Clarke and convoy, I6th June, (p. 179). 
Repulse at. Nufoo&l,, (p. 18!J). D-erstru<-tion of 25 eepoys. t.be escort of C:lptain 
lleaP's revenue llloonshee~ At.tack of the Kakur:s-011 Quct.t:Lh. Atta.<:k on the 
Brahocs by Lieut. IIatnmersley at i\ioo:otuug. Three d1.1.ys' fighting round 
DadUI"· De&truction of Hhaug a.nd Gundava. Attack Otl the enemy at Knn
dnh. First. fightiug near Katra. Affair ot' l~ieut. Vardon iu capturing l 100 
ln~llocks. Battle of Kol.Ta. Ctipture of Ku,ijuek. ..A.ttack on tlie Braboes at 
Mttree. 

50. The unrsuceessful affairs were Surf.of, Nufoo.sk~ Quett-ah {IV here the troops, 
though not beaten, had to retreat into the fort), and l{ujjuek. 
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estil'l'.LA.tcd by the Friend of Itidia a.t £300,0001 and no one wa.!I: less likely 

to exaggerate in this. 
The re~ults were as rxt"aordinary, anJ still more mortifying, than the 

e:s:penditure or men and money by whieh they were achieved. Our rnle 
seems to have beea lo fight first, and when we became tired of tbis, to en· 
quire •nto what we were fighting about. By a strange fataHty, (!very 
quarrel in which Mr. BeU engaged us~ we were compelled to proclai10 by our 
ahandoomcnt, unwise, unjust~ or oppressive. The system was ono of 
continual doing and undoing, o( which the only memorials that were left 
were the heaps of ~la.in wb.o Cell in battle, aad the dclapidation o( a hereto· 
fore flourishing treasury. 

A slight reference to what has. been already related at large and in dclail, 
will illustrate this stt1.tement. 

In seeking tribute for [{elat, we attacked Deyrab~ and slew !Jome 60 of 
ita inhabitaots1 carrying away the chiefs as captives• we subsequently 
release<l the chiefs an•l aoliclted their friantlship, a.b1u1dontog all cla.irns of 

tribute1-it being admitted that none was due. On the same grounds 
Kahuu was taken possession of, and 011r troops sh11t up for six months in the 
fort, one detachment having meanwhile been destroyed, and another defeated 
by the M~rrees. 'Vo then left the country, abandoning aU our claims 
again.it it, granting a frea pardon lo those who haJ h:.ndled us so roughly, 
and entreating the frieodsl~ip of the chiefs on their own terms. Cutchee 
and Shawl were in 1839 detached from Kelat; the one wa!I re-auneied to 
it in 184-1, the other in 184-2. \~·e stripped the chiefs of the for1ner pro .... 
Yioce of their heredi!ary estates, because they had not made np their title .. 
deeds according to our pleasure; and after sii. months' fighting with them, 
we restored the dilputed property withou.t making any questions abont 
titles at a.11. 'Ve cla.imed the cmtoms of Lasi wl1ich had long before been 
made over to the chief of Beil1, and when an aruled resistance was 
tl1reaten~ we withdre• our claim. \Ve attacked and destroyed I{ujjack 
and then pt'ocla.imed tl1at all the property which had been captured would 
be restored; their town being that of a. friendly power whose dominions it 
had become necessary for a time to occupy. Finally, we e:rpelled NllSSecr 
Khan from the throne of his father in November 1SS9, :rqd restored him in 
October 184-2; his claims on our gratitude being founded ou the two years 
of war he:ba.d carried on a.gaiDst us ; b-'lajor Outram having afterwards re
commended, that, in the event 0£ our retiring from Candaha.r, we shoulil 
grant him a subsidy or £1.5,000 a year (51) instead of assisLing him with 
troops. 

The casualties W6 havealreadydetailed are far from light, but they are trivial 
in comparison to the damage we sustained from loss of character for truth, 

61. Blue Book of18<3, p. 266. 
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consislency, justicE", and integrity. Of unhappy violations of an tliese we 
stood .self·convicted by the repeated r111versa.l1 of our policy, which we felt 
ourselves compelled to resort to. 

Just at the very time when the tranquillization of Beloo~histan was eoo· 
sidered to have been completed, an insul't'ection broke out at the other ex. 
tremity of the Dooraonee empire, more frightfully momentous and tragieal in 
ita results than any reoorded in modern history. On the 6th October, the 
coronation of the young prince was celebrated at Kelat: three days aftf:!r, 
General Sale was attaeked io the passes near Cabool, and aJter nearly a 
month's iaeessant fighting, found $heltel" in tbe fort of Je\lalabad, where he 
was shut up for six tnontbs. Tbe general rising which occasioned the de· 
struetion of the Cabool garri&0n, took. place a few weeks a.frerwarlls. Thist 
however, opens a nelv chapter in history, on which it is not at present pro
posed to enter. 

This narrative woultl be incomplete without a short sket<:h of the history 
of ~1ajor Outrarn, whose man11.g-ement of Sainde bet~ixt Aug11st 184 I, and 
November 1843, merits the lastiog gratitude of his country, and reflects the 
highest honour on one who bas well been termed the Bayard of the Indian 
Army.(52) Major Outram, in requital for services t.he most meritorious 
and successful, has experieaced nothing bnt inju.ry a.nd iosult from r~ord 

EHenborough: he bas been strippetl of office wit.bout cause, and remanded 
to his regiment, wheo his eicertious as a.o envoy at the court of Hydrabad 
might have spared us the 1nost discreditalJle war in whieb we were ever en

gaged. 
M.uon. OUTRAM, 

Ala JAMBS OurRAM arrived at Bombay as a gentleman cadet in the Hon. 
Company's Service on the 15th of August 1819, and very shortly after hav
iog joined was appointed adjutant of a newly raised Sepc>y regiment} now 
the Bombay 23d L.I. In those days or military activity, when every month 
had ita conflict or scene of adventure to record, an appointment sncb. as that 
witl1 which Lieut. Outram was entrusted, wa.1 one of the most honourab~e 
and responsible so young an officer could bave conferred upon him : and no 
man could have filled it with more credit to l1imself, ot beueflt to the army, 
than the subject of oat narrative. 

In 1824 the fort of Kittoor, in the Southern hlahratta country, wa, gar
risoned by a party of troops much too weak to withstand severe ;i.s11ault, but 
unsuspieious, at the same time'l of the approach of hostilities. 011 thd 23d 
of October an io.surreetion broke out; the resident, Mr Thackeray) with 
Captains Black and DeightonJ were killed, and the whole of the troops 'l\lere 
surrounded and taken pri1oners. A largo force ha.ving bf'en Jis11atebed to 

5'.;?. Speech of Sir c. Napier at a dinner qiven by the 'vhole of the Officers of 
the force, .o.t Sukkur, &u.bsequcut to Major Outram's lo:ss of offiee, and prior 
to his quittir.g Scinde. 
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chastise the insurgents, and recover our captive soldiers, l{ittoor was taken 
un the 6th December, with a loss on our aide of six anly: 1000 of the 
enemy were believed to have fallen. It was at one time supposed tl!at it 
would have been nece~.sary to storm tlie fort 1 and., at his own request, Lieut • 
0111rarn was appointed to lead the forlorn hope. This operation was after
wards found unnecess.a.ry, the place having been surrendered without assault; 
but io the diapalch of Col. Deacon, Lieut, Outram is pa.rtieularly mentionedJ 
as having, along with Captain Pouget aud Lieut. La.wrie1 boon of the 
greate&t use in the dangerous servtee of rcconnoitering. lo 1825 a rebel
lion haviDg brokeo out in the weatern part of Candeish, beaded, as was be .. 
lievi!d, by Appa Sa.bib, ex-Rajah of Nagpore, the standard of the Peish
wa w;as raised, aod the fort of l\loolair taken possession of by the rebels. 
Troops were ordered to advance with the utmost experlition from all the 
posts around; and reinforcements were summoned ftoro. stations so remoH~ 
as Jrt.ulaa and Snrat. Lieut. Outram was then at l\-1alliga.um. A detach
ment or 201) n1en was entrusted to his charge to relieve l\loolair. not then 
known to have fa.lien. Purposely passiog the far't, whielL he aseer• 
tained to ha.\'e been eaptured, he pul!hed on by a r.1pid and brilliantly ... 
cxeeut"<l night march till he overtQOk the rebels : completely taken by 
surprise, and without the remotest idea tha.t an enemy was near, they 
were attacked, defeated, and dispersed in an inconceivably short space 
of time, One of the leaders of the insurrection was killed ; the fol't was re
taken, and the first overpower'ing success followed. up with auch ce1erjty and 
vigour, that the whole were rednced to sabmi$Sion before the other detach .. 
ments, which had been put ln ordei;-st were able to reach the scene of action. 
Abont this time, Lieut. Outtam ivas appointed to raise a J~heel corps in 
Candeisb, and the coaotties of tl1e barbarous tribes adjoiniag. In tltese 
remote and sa.,age regions, he, for twelve years, laboured without inter• 
mistion, Jaying the foundations of peace and tranquillity in quarters long a 
refllge for tl1e robber, and converting tl1e feroeions aod untutored Bhe~l info 
a defender of the peasant and a. cultivator of the soil, These people have, till 
of late, been considered the most barbarous and unteachable or any of the 
natives of India. They in general ga abo11t almost entirely naked t they make 
no attempt at manufactures, even of the rudest sort, and have st?arcely 
~ny agl'ieulture; lhey a.re all but ignorant of peaceful industry, .and Jive 
almost entirt?Jly by plundering neighbouring tribes. The ruder portions of 
them are a.rmed with bows antl a.rrows,-in their handa not unformidable 
weapoos. They p:Jy no tax or tribute, and acknowledge no allegiance to 
any one. They are aaid to be one of the original races of Central Hindustr&o. 
Scarcely a trace of any species of religion is to be fonnd amongst them ; 
they are nominally of tile Brahminical faith, but pay no heed to the observ
ances eonshlered essential to this form of" beliet Whole brigades had, 

I 1 
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.,.ear after year, been employed to no purpose to suppres1 or chastiM 
the outrages committed by these barbarians on the a.djoioing frontier. 
-To deal with them from within: to convert the disturbers of the peaee 
into its preservers, appeared ne-ver to have been .thought of; and indeed 
with :such maloria}s the task seemed t}opeless and -chimerical euough. 
Lieut. Outram, at the hourly peril of his life-; proceeded at once and 
~almost alone into the jungle, beat on tbe execution of l1is dangerous 
and all but despel'o.te mission. The nature of the difficulties encountered 
may be gathered from the means taken to overcome them. It was at 
first feund impossible to make the Bheels comprehend what was desired 
of them; and when this had been got ever, it wa.s moat diffieult to fiod 
any stimulant or motive a<l.eqnate to iadu.ce them to comply with our 
wishes. The great seducer of ch·ilised, u of sa•age men-inroxicating li
.quor-was at len:;-th resorted to. And (or months and mon1!u. together he 
managed to keep first some hundreds and then &everal thouiands of those 
•peedily destined.to booome temperate and orderly soldiers, around him by 

·the mere influence of arrack. Th6 men and their futu.re officer began at 
lengtl1 to undet!ltand each other. They bad now been for a time at least 
detached from their kin.Ired, as well as from their \1abits of depredation <1nd 
pillage, and tba next thing was.to wean them from the excesses by the in .. 
dulgence in which these things had been e:lfeeted. It is needless to go into 
the details of lhe te<lious <1nd <la11gerous measurt.s by wl1ich the drunken 
i:avagc was converted into the sober, orderly, a.n<l ste.ady soldier i it is enough 
to state, that in five year:i' time tbe Bheel corps.., if not so temperate or man .. 
.t1geable as a sepoy regiment, was .equ~l in sobriety to any EPglish fcrce, and 
110 thoroughly lo be depended on, tbat tl1ey were employed wi1h perfect 
auceess io the e11cort of treasure through Llie very conutry wl1ieh s~ short
ly before had fnrriislied the &<:enes o.f tlieir own most ]awless aets. Suc· 
ceediug officers linve ably and faithfidly ea.rtied into execution the systetn 
thus begun ; but for its plan, and for surmountiag the fearful diffie"lties 
presenting themselves at its co~meneement. we are entirely indebted to 
Major Outram, In 1830 this orlleer, still a snbaltern., W'a~ entrusted with the 
command of a very important expedition,. underta.keo expressly on his 
own urgeot reeommerHlation, juto the <..'OUEtries bordering on the scenf's 
of his recent operations. The force como1lttcd to his charge consisted of 
detachments from regiments of tbe line, the Bheel corps, the Poonah horse, 
and other native auxiliaries j. and its object wu tlie iovasion or Daung, a 
strong, jungly, robber country, di"iding Candeish from Surat. Sir John 
1'Ialeolmt then goveroor of the 'Vestero Pte3idti:ncy, doubted the practica· 
bility, and feared the results, of sueh an undertaking, even if set aboui: with 
double the force which could then b~ spared: and be yielded only to the 
urgent entreatlea of the officer 1vho recommended it, and who pledged biin.· 
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self for its perfect success. r.rtr Outram's character anJ thorough kn(tw .. 
ledge of the neighbouring country and. the people around, afforded assufli. 
a.nee that aoy pledge he made ou such a subject was likely to be redeemed. 
Within ooe month of our advance the entire tribes of a. territory till now co1n
pletely uokaowo to us, and whose jungles bad never been penetrated till 
entered by our troops, were cocnpletely subdued,. aqd the whole of tl1eir chiefs 
and rajahs, amounting to seven in nu1nber, were pri.soQers in Lieutenant 
011tram•s bands. This, cons;deriog its magnitude, was 011e ot the moat 
brilliant aod successful feats of ar1ns from the·tirne of'thc Mahratta war. 

From Candeisb Captain 01itram was, jq 1833, tra1tsfurred by the s.a· 
gaeity of lhe late Sir R. Grant, Govl!roorof Bombay, to the Mabee Cannta: 
in Guzerat. InbahUed by turbulent and warlike predatory tribes, this 
country haJ been for year111 almost fC>r ages, a scene of desolation, pilla..ge;; 
and slaughter..- ~fight constituted right, seeurity for life and property was 
unknown, a-nd year after ye3r military operation!J, with their attondant evUs 
and transierrt or d·oubtful :success, became Deces;;ary for the protection of 
our sabjeets. '"-ithin the short space of three years, Captain Ou.tram, by 
the strength of his intelle<lt, a:ud fertility of bis resouro.es, by his un wearied' 
industry and conciliating spirit, brought peace a11d order whero suclt bioss
iogs had before been unknown. This was effected without his ha.Ying ever-, 
with one single oitccption. had oeeuiion to rcsor' to arms. The ex
periment tried witb such. admirabh1 results in Candeisb was here repoatod 
witb renewed sttccess: and so stable ha•e th-ese arrangements. pro•ed, that 
for the past seven years tranquiU~ty has scarcely ever beeq interrupted". 
Here was organized the Coolie Police corpa,-cornpose:J 1 as its name de
notes, from the predatory ra.ees. 

In December, 1838, he joined the army of the Indus, acting as ex.tra A.D.U~ 
to Lord Keane. 'Ve ha;d scarcely touched the !hares of' Sci.ode when the 
zeal, promptitude-., and indomitable activity of· Ca.pt. Outram lVero of the 
utmost aerviec to the army. It was not very wonderful that the A meers or 
Ilydrabad should not be over·zealow. in promoting the success of an e:z:~edi
tion, one of the objects or which was to render them tributari-eJ. to a aove• 
reign whoite rule they had renounced, and mulct them at starting of 
£300,0QO. The e:arriage·caLtle they ball promised' had not made their ap· 
pearaoce on the arrival of our army at Vikkur, and nothing but the efl'Orts 
of Capt. Outram in procuring eam.els from Cutch enabled them to advance 
at the time they t!id. IIis adventures on the eipedition of LoT'd KeanG are 
so fully givea. in the First Chapter of this narrative that they may bt1re be safe
ly omitted. Though he lost the favour of tho C(lm1ttander-in-Chief he was re
peatedly thanked by the Supreme Government, as well as the Shah Soo
jah, for hia exertions. In 184() he wa.a appointed Resident at Eivdr:th.,it 



d Political Agent for Lower Scinde, and as batl just beeu seen, lie, io 
August 18! 1, was promoted to the· charge -0f the whole eou11try from 
Quettab to l{urracbee .. 

\Ve ha'll!I had repeated ocea1ion to refer ta tho sad disrepute into whk:h 
our hitherto unimpeachable cbar.iu!ter for good faith and veracity had fallen 
under tlte a<lmini.stratioo of Alr Ross Belt The bitter stigma which 
the order of an advance on Cabool occasioned, after the Slrda.rs had 
agreed to every proposition we hail. made to tbe111, wa.9 infinitely more 
merited in lvestero than in eastern Affghanistan-where we were said 
"to have taught every chief to lie and cheat by our e.xa.uiple."(5:1) I\Iajor 
Outramts two yea.N' residence at IIydr1.b&d had made the nati'les well 
aware of his character as a sol1lier aDd politician. Intimately acquainted 
with the priociples, prejudices, maunerg, and fdelings of the semi.bar· 
barians with whom he had to deal; he was by nature eminently fitted 
to c.-ommand. their re:ipect and esteem. Brave, determined, pron1pt and de· 
eided lo all his proceedings; he was forbearing, fraak, and forgiving. He 
was a$ destitute as any man alive of those jesuitical q1talities which appear 
occasionally to be considered essential to good sta.tes1nanship a.rnoni:st. the 
class of diplomists who appear to think that no negociation can elain1 
the character of skill wbich is not marked by dissimulation,. dliingenuoua .. 
Dess, and concealment, or whieb would not readily avail itself of direct fra.ud 
could its objects be forwarded thereby. 111 l\lt Bell's time, the c:hiefil ncqer 

appear to have treated with us without a suspicion that, in some way or 
other, they were meant to be o.,erreached. In that ofhi1 aucccssor they were 
tolll 11t once what w:>.s desired ufthem; their expostulations, if they had aoy to 
offer, ''ere d11ly considered and yielded to atjir&t, if found reasonable; and 
they knew that wb<J.tever Major Outram said, wliether as threat or promise, 
would be made good whatever might be the consequences. He permitted 
his intercourse with them t.o be interrupted by no parade of ceremony-to 
be perverted by lhe intervention of no third parties. On all occasions they 
fouud access to him personally, and at once had their case listened to with. 
patience, and decided on with justie-;i and moderation without a moment's 
delay. 'Vb.ere any thir.tg was suspected of being wrong, l\lajor Olltram was 
on the spot to eJCamine anll inquire for himself, anll that witb a rapidity 
ofrnovement whicb cast the celerity of their own wild forays into the shade. 
Before he had been three: months in power, he follnd tbat distrust bid 
vanlshetl: that be had dooe as mu.~h as mortal man could accomplish in 

53. Ukhb.t.t Khan's remark to Cqptain Troup on his having returned :tram. 
Jcllala.bad with the treaty unratilied. Unhappily~ the cha.rge of the Sirda.r 
iiga.inst our Government is tally borne out by th.e evidence ot the Bluo Book I 
Surely itnpeachme11t is barely enough for thosu who ha.ve done ao mu.eh to de· 
file the fair and unsullied til.me of England iu the Ea.at. 
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remed1ing the injury his predecessor hatl inflicted on our ehataeter; We 
once more became trusted; the veracity of the potiUcal agent, instead of 
being a suLject of mockery and derisioo, was looked upon as inviolable-as it 
was wont througb.ont the ~a't to have been, till these unhappy wars began .. 

The rt?sult was ev-en more auspii:ious than could have bel!D anticipated; 
showing what deep cause we have for grief, that tbe system which Ie.d to it 
was not earlier resorted to a.Dd practised OYer a fa.r wider field. 

From Oetaber 18.t.l, when our misfortunes began, till November 1842, 
whfln. they ha.d b~n fully an'li finally retrieved, a.ad the policy wl1ich Jed to 
them was for a lime abandoned aod repudiated, there occurred not betwixt 
Quettah aod the sea., either in Scinde or Beloochistan, a single exhibition 
of hostility or distrust towards us : though at lhis time there was not one 
1olitary tribe from J"e.sheen to Pes.hawur1 including the districts around Can
dahar., Ghuznee, Cabool, and Jellalabad, which had not attacked us, The 
inva.luable services of Major Outram ici collecting baggage .. cattle1 forward
iog treasure, and hastening and facilitating the atl.va.nee or troops, in a 
great measure eoutributed to our ultimate aucee.ss. His conduct in this 
respect appears at the time to have been appreciated botb by the )ate 
and the preaeot Governor· General. lo the despatches publisheJ. in the Blue 
Book it is repeatedly mentioned in terms of the greatest approbatian ; 
aod Lord AucklaQd, since l1is return to Eqg)aqi.I, bas1 in Parliament, 
be1tuwed on it the higheAt commend.a.tious, There were few who could 
be persuaded of the des?erate position to which the Doorannee alliance 
l1ad r.educed the tinancCJ of India by the ead of L84 l ; a position which, if 
no insurrectio.1 had occurred, would1 bet"ore the close or I St.:2, bafe co:n
pelle<l. us, under any circumst.tnces, to have rotircJ frorn the country ; and 
Major Outram appeared ror a tirne to believe, notwithstanding tl1e assurances 
of Govern1nent to the eontrary, that so aolln as the in.surrcction was sub
dued we sbould resume the place we held before it began. No man more 
deeply deplored th.e resolution for a time adopted by the Government, of 
retiring frorn the country before a.ny at tempt to retrieve our reverses had 
been made. He recornrneudetl that Candaha.r and Jella!a.bad should, at all 
events, be held a.9 outposts for the yea.r 18i2,(54) and deprecating in the: 
strongest man11er the withdrawal of the garrison of Sir R. Sale, he stated, 
that he did not conceive that a measure more injurious to our interests 
io .A.tfghaoistan, or one more likely to endanger our eharaetor there an.d 
in India, could have been deviaed by our bitterest enemy. l"hese views 
were fully concurred ia by ~lr Clerk and Major Rawlinson, wl10 pro· 
posed a formal invasion of the country for next year, Farlher on, when 

54. Blue Boole, p. 197. Sjr J. Ntcolls1 letter to the Governor in Council, 
!\larch. SO, 1842; giveu verbatim. 
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General Nott had b~n reinforct"d by the UrigaJe of General England, and 
fully supµlied 'vith carriage, MaJor Oatr:un rccolnnl.iodcd that a. direct 
moveme:nt should be tnaJc frorn Candahar on CalJool, without waiting for 
General Pollock, whose force was unable to proceml fiJr want of carriage, 
and was, besides, oot neeessary,-the Candahar ar1ny being strong enough 
to accomplisl1 every object the government had in view~ (55) Had this 
advice been followed, the achievements unllertaken at such enormous hazard 
jp September and October, might ha\'e been accomplished. in Jllno-th@ 
troop.s retiring by JeUalaba.d, without General Pollock incurring the cost; 
risk, and tremendou3 labour and loss of money, in penetrating the defiles 
beyond Gun.damuck. It is not exactly known from what cause Majot 011t .. 
ram incurred the displeasure, and drew down the manifestations of spit& 
so meanly vented on him shortly aYterwards by the Governor·General. 
JIG re1naincd io full fa.vour up to the beginning of A:!ayt at \'thich time it 
was intimated to blm that he was to be appointed Envoy at the court of 
Ilydrabad-hostiJhies against the Ameers not having at this peTiod been 
dreamt of. The source of offtinec i.11 said to hate been the friendly interest 
taken by him in Lieuteaant lfa.mmersley, assistal\t politi~a1 at Q1tettab. 
General England, with a reinf'oreement of 1200 men, an(l convoy of 151)0 
camels, and £45,000 of treasure, while on his way to Candahar, where the 
troops were suffering extremely for want of medicine, and were disitbled for 
field a:erviee fro1n deficiency of cash aRd carriage, was met at Hykulzye by a 
foree of the enemy said to l1ave been nearly BOO strong. Ao ill.;ulvised attompt 
to slor•n in line! a hillock which might .easily have been turned or eo1nmandN, 
occasioned the repulse of the storrni og party of 180, when, to the astonishman t 
of every officer in the foNe, the whole brigade was ordered to retreat a. dis
tance of 25 n1iles1 and immediately on arriving at Qi\ettah, eo1nmeoceli ea. 
trenching themselves as lf' for a siege, leaving the troops of General Nott to 
thoir fate. For a much more venial error Admiral Byng had been tried and 
shot. A despatch, making a fearfitl parade of' dangers and difficulties, in ref e. 
rence to which no information haJ been provided by the political a.geat, was 
forwarded to the Supreme Government, and Lieutenaot lf ammersiey was dis. 
missed. ?\lajor 0111rarn wroto to Lord EHenborougl1 entreating hiTn to zus
pend judgment on this point1 until enquiry ha.d been made as to the naluro of 
the liJkulzye deft.:nees, and the time occupied in their eonstruction, both of 
which weire represented by Generi.l England in such a. formidable light that 
the p01itical agent ought to have been informed of the ma.ttcr. The officers 

55. This was exactly the doctrine laid dow11 by the Bornbay TlrMs so far 
back as ?f!arch, and iusisted OQ ao le>ng a.s there a.ppeared to be a.ny intention 
of advaa.cing at all-that if a. demorud.ra.tion on Ca.bool \Vas to b~ ma.de, General 
Nott might advance with a brigade of 5000i l'llaviog 50u0 at Canda.ba.r :u1d 
Kelat·i·Ghilzie, and level every town in A:ffgbaMt.'\n .if deemed expedient. 
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'OT G~neral Eaglan11's army were al1nost unanimously of opini«Jn t11at ll1e 
Hykulzye despatch was a tissue of the mo~t grievous mis~statements. To 
tbe iecommendation for inq11iry the Governor..:..General did not think fit to 
:recede-.(56) Tile perfect facility with which the 1ame ground was gone 
over by the same detachment exactly a month afterwards, sbew.ed tliat it was 
neither tb-e existence of dereoces nor the want of information, but the gross 
n:ii.nnan.igementofthe commanding Gffieer, whleh oeeasioned tl1e retreat from 
Hykulzye before an inferior force: the only disgraceful military measure 
(ihoseat Cabool excepted) which occurred during the war. Lieut. Hammers
ley's bealth had sutfered from the extent of his exertions and Uio iosaJu .. 
brity of the climate; and this harsh, 11ngener-0us, and unjust ~decision, proved 
fatal t"EJ hitn~ 

?tl1:1jor 011tran1 had now cornmittetl an unpardonable oa"ence in interposing 
in behalf of hfa frieRd; and he als.() mu it be victi•nized. From the 2d of 
May, when the intentioo. of appointing b.hn envJJy to the cm.irt of Hydrabad 
wa11 announced to him., on to the 19th of October, he hcArd i•o 1nore on tho 
sl)bJe·et i but had nu reasl}n to suppose the resohltion of the Governor-General 
in 11111 favour altered. A notification in the Gazette of the latter date intimated 
bis su.mmary removal frorn all political employ, placing his services at the ais
posal of the Comma.nd.er-in~Cbief f-or reghnental Juty i his salary and al• 
lowauces to cease from the l5th Novembet, the duties of political a:_:-ent here
after to be dischargetl by the e:ttra. Atdcs·de-Camp of Geoeral Napier.{57) 
Ort the 4th of November he receivo~l a p1J.blic dinn~r at Sukkur previously 
lo his: departure for Bon•bay. Gen1:1ra.l Napier presided, and except those 
who were detaioed by indisposition, of the officers belonging to an army of 
nearly 10,000 men 1carcely one wa$ absent. The gallant cha.innan wisely 
avoided all allusion tf> pu.blie atfllir:l, espec:.ially to the treatment their guest 
ha.U recently experienced. lle proposeJ hi& health as the " Bayard of the 
Indian army-the Cheoalier san.i' peur et .sans rr=p1·ocke.'' On his arrival at 
Bon•bay a situila.r testimony of 1>ublic regard awaite;f liicu : he was entertained 
on the 13th Dec.ember by a P""rty of upwards of 100, incl1.1.Jing the Secretaries 
and A.iJes-de-C11mp of the Governor, the Secretaries of Governrr&ent, beads 
of all lhe departments, the J11dge~, senior Civil Servants a.nt.l Stall' OJicers, 
au.d the whole elite of the Pt.esidency. Ii id be gone the round of India he 
would proh:ibly have met whh eornplitnents sitnilarly R"ralifyinl? at everv mi-

50 .Blue Book, p. 267, Lord 1£1leuborongh's letter to the :Seert:t t..:owtni,tee, 
Bth June; t.he '"Ort.ling of this letter hu.~, ln the te.:s:t, been pret.ty clo1:1ely a.d .. 
here<l to, 

57. Ii:. must be kept hi view, that the order applied to all the Sein.de polHi .. 
ea.ls; ~Iajor 011tram was included .amongst the co1ncno11 herd ; not the slight
est notice being now take!\. of his services. The cout.luct of the Guv01'11ol'
General has been apolo~izuU. f"or on the plea. that a. functionary l!.uch as Z\f::ijor 
Oatram. was no longer required in Scindo. The appointment of Lieut. Brown 
as corumisaioner, sho\Vd tht\t thia CXCUilO is baseless:. 
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litary station in the Company's territories. lie at this timo propnsed to proceed 
to Englautl on f11rlougb. No sooner had Sir C. Napi~r taken itt band to uo
ravel the tangleil skein oi &:indian polities, tbaQ b.e found that a task "l1ad 
been imposed on bim which he wa!l wholly unable to execute. He applied 
to the Supreme ?overnooent for assistance, and was permitted to req·1est 
the services of l\Iajor Outram i the Governor•Ge:neral had not the courte1y 
to make the uomioation direct,-it was done by Sir C. Napier. After slights 
aad insults such as these-t Major Oatram might readily have excused him· 
salf from assuming a subordioato appointment whero he had, three months 
before, been supreme, on the plea that he had roade a?rangemeuts for inune
diate return to EBglaad; he never thought of this; he had for twenty year5 
devoted his life to the service of his Government without the rnost reinote 
idea ofindolging ia personal feeling; and now., when reqnirecl to rasnme the 
duties of an office from which he had been so lately a.ad &ummarily disearded-t 
he set private arrangements and personal considerations al naught, aod started 
at once for K.orracbee. llis apjJearance on Lhe 4th January iu Sir C. Napier's 
camp, and subsequent interview with th-e Ameers., made almost an install· 
taneoua cl1ange in the aspect of affairs-it inspired coofidence of our peace
fnl and bonest intentions: in the bosomt of the Chiefs, who were at onee 
willing to accept 1tfajo1" Outram as a referee, and to be guided by his de .. 
eisions on any question of 1nisnnderstandi11g bet"ixt them and the Sapreme 
Govern1nent. The Governor--General had by this time resolved to have terms 
proposed to the Ameers: so injurious and insulting, that compliance 
with them could never ha\"e beeo expected. The objut was to bring 
t11em into gach total subjection that their independeoee woultl hereafter 
be virtually annihilated: or to force a quarrel on them which might 
compel conflict and afford us a. pretence for conquering the eoun1ry. 
Having succeeded in inducing tbem to subscribe the treaty~ there were 
certain secret and most e.t.orbitant stipulations contained in separate in
struetions, 1Vl1ich he was di1"ected to insist upon, but which the Arneers 
conld uot be preYailed on to comply with. "'\Vhile yet at cou.rt, a.ad in hope.ii 
that he might induce them to concede even the!e, General Napier continued 
to advance steadily on liydrabad with a force of 2)700 men. 'fhe Ameers 
intimated to !,fajor Outram, that unleitS the army halted until negoeialions 
had finally been broken off or concluded, they would be Cotnpelled to mo>1e 
out and protect their capital, from which our troop!!, whose object could no 
longer be mis~aken1 were now only 30 miles off: and they f11!1y wa:rned the 
Commissioner, that unless he retired., they could not farther be answerable 
for his safety. .Anxious to avert a conflict which he clearly foresaw would be a 
d!sperate and bloody one, and in expectation that he might still be enabled to 
obtain bypersuaslon that whi.oh Sjr C. Napier was prepared to extort by force ; 
he remained after he had received a 6r•t, ;a.nd the~ ;a second formal warning to 



depart, or until he and his es.oort of 100 men were a.ttackod by 8000 of tb~ 
enraged B~looehees now oo. the eve of ma.rebiog forth to the fatal field of 
lrleeanee. Above 90 of the er.emy were killed lo the defence, and ~lajor 
Outram e~pre$sed a fervent but not eaoguine l1ope, "'that their deaths might 
not be charged 011 him as murders." He cousidered the attack on himself 
as perfectly justifiable by the laws even of Christian war; and coftceifed, 
that so far were the Ameets from beiog cba.rgeable with the treachery im
ruted to them by tbe Governor-General, that they had aeted a t11oro11ghly 
candid, friendly, and generous part1 till forced to betake themselves to arms. 
Atajor Oatra.m joined Sir C. Napier on the eve of the battle of Meeanee, at 
which be was not, however, prejent, having been directed to takei in hand 
the dangerous a.nd troublesome service of destroying by fire the Shikargurs 
which protected the enemy. He returned to Bombay immediately after the 
victory, having left IIydraba.d on the 2lst, and reached the presidency on. 
the 20th Febrnary. It was resolved that on t11is occ<1$ion a Sword, to the 
valne of 300 guintias, should be presented to hiin by his friends: the sub .. 
scription list was filled np witll the utmost celerity i and had it OO:cn extend
ed to the services throughout India at large, .£aooo w-ould, in all likelihood, 
have been got as readily as £300. 'rhe fullowing inscription was desired to 
he cngraven on the blade:-" Presented to Major James Outra.rut 23d Rogt, 
I~ombay Native Light Infantry, in token of tho regard of his friends, and 
the high. estimation in which he is held for the intrepid gallantry which bas 
marked his earcer in India, but more especially his heroic def~nce of the 
llritlsh residency at Hyderabad in Scjnde, on the l5th February 18431 
against an army of 8000 Ileloochees, with six guns;'' on the oppositei side 
were the words-1

'- sans peur et sans rtproc/ie.' • He sailed for England oa 
lhe lst April. The stand made a.t the residency was consiJered so admirable, 
that Sir C. Napier made it a subject of separate inemorial for the Governor
Gener•l, asa.n example of the defence of a military post. (58) No notiee 
was ever taken of this by government, and Major Outram now remains the 
only officer who did duty near Hydrabad whoi;e services have not been pub
licly noticed in any way by Government. llis brethren .in arms who could 
appreciate his heroic virtues1 were not slow in expressing t11eir sentimeuts 
on the subject: the rulers he served alone remained silent I It ma.y be 
added, in conclusion, that when he temporarily resumed his political duties, 
ho declined to accept of any remuneration i and that while acting as Com-

58. This i.1. in part an a.senmption; Sir Char lea,. a.t the close of his dospatch 
of lllc lSth Fcbrun.ry, pro1Ili$es lo ecntl this. ancl there is no reason to doubt; 
that the prom.i.ae lV"<lS fulfilled; tho text gives PCILl'lythe 'l"Ords of tlie desptttcb 
-prococ~ing th"" far ou the bypothc•i• as t.o lho paper having boon forwarded. 

Kl 
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tn!s!.ioner in Seiode, betwixt the l9t11 December a.nd 20t11 February, he was 
only in the receipt of the pay and allowances.of a Captain or t110 23d N.J.,.I. 
He proposes to remain two year& in Eu.ropo; by tho thne ·or his return it 

is to h• hoped that the Governmeot of India will bo in the l1ando of some 
·one capable of apprecialiag the worth of services such as his. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Evcntll near Cabool in tbo boglnnlog or l!W1-Brlg&dlag of tb& Troop.a In Aft'ghAnii!I~ 

t:tn-Sheltoo's Brigade leaves Ferozepore-Allogod reduction of U1e ArffiJ'-Bs:podl .. 
Hou into the Nnzian val1ey In Flilbruary-Liout. l'igou kl1lod by an o$Xplo&i0u-Ca.ptaln 
Douglas &hot-Anival of the 3d COn-ro:r &t Cabool-Rcturn of the Shah and ED.Toy to the 
Oapita.1-.Arrogance of the Sba'b.-Scikh a.ffil.ira.--Death of Kurruck Sing-Of Nao Nchat Sing 
-Shere 81ng proclaimed. Klng-Dluipated habits of-His corouation-Qu.eon. Dowager 
daclarocl pr~gnant-Sbere Sing wltlllfrawshlm&elf.-A revolation lo the ArmJ'-He is re£totC\l 
to the throne-Tranquillity of the Punjaah-Qaptain Broadfoot~a COD Toy-Death o-f ODO of 
the Royal Ladies-Danger of tha Convoy-Coolnesa and good conduct of Captain Droad~ 
foot-Arrives at Pcsba:wur-Scenei of Narrative cb&llgea-Suttur Jung Governor of Caada .. 
bar-Bia mlaconduct and diallipation-Discontents in the Ghihio coont.ry-Expeditfon to 
Gbirl&k-Detael<m9llttt ot tbe Shah'S troop& dastreyod-Captala Farrington sa;s out-Pm
soes Ukhtar ltbaoand defeat11 him .on tbe Belmund-Mf\10?" Tod's !U'rivnl from Herat-Retu~ 
fOl'c&m.enta acnt to Ghlrisk-Ma,lor- Lynch1B rnanagomcnt of the Ghilzie country-ResolTCI' 
to !Ol'Mf1 KelM-i-Gbllzle-Unbappy Affelt l't Ktllla i.Ingoz-Geiwra.l rising of the oountrJ
Colond W1mar's roll:Uorcement from Candahat-Defeats the cmllt'lmJ-Def.achmeni fr<im 
Gbuzo.iG qua.rtclred at Mookloor-Colouel Chamber"s's ezpeditlou-Succesa o( Captain Walker 
and Lleu.t. ))a.qett-Captain Woodburn's Det.acbmllt'lnt tiant to Ghir"iak-Batt].e with Uk.11-
tar Khan on tbe Helmund-Miecondue~ ~ tho Janbaz Koree-Brilllant vJektry Ex
uedition under Captain Griffin-Battle with Ukhto.r Khan's troopa-Greal; 1111.ughte_r 
of tbc enemy-Expedition undeJ" Colonel Wymer lnto ibo Teel'ee eoaatr;r-Co.ptun 
or .Akr1un Khan- Uis e:xecuUon - Colonel Maclaren'JJ Brigade leaves tor India-m
roctod to retmn and proceed fD Cabool-Advanclli'I found impo!laible-Posts la Westorn 
Alfgb.$.nis.tan lo Octobl!r .te.i.t--AJf'sira at Cabool-BJ.pedition into lhe Zoormut -VaUey
Strcngth of Army in Baalern. Alfr;haniat&o.-Ghilzio in&urrectlon oe.asi~ bt stoppage oE 
trlbuto-Conclusion-Loss cf life during tba Affghan war-Loea of Treuu:re-Blr W. Mac. 
naghten'& totwr .on J)l'e&entiog Sir Alexander BurMa'a meoo.ortal-A.patby of the people at· 
home-Lord Palmerston•s- Tivertcn apcoch-l'ropoaed eontinuat.ion and sttb&eq11ent aban
donment of our A'fl'ghan poHcy-R~ctiona on t;bc ooncJ11et ot the l'olitical A.g(lnt&-Noble 
conduct of the Army-Conclu&ioa. 

Tua history of the events ia Belooehista.n and Scinde a.rising out or our 
conoectioo with the Doorannee sovereigll has, in last chaptor1 been brought 
down to the eomm.encemeat of the Ghilzie insurrection, when our alUa.oce 
may be said to have terminated,. the whole of its objocts having beGD frustrated : 
from thii time we remained in the country, in t11e 6.rst place until we 

could fiod the miEa.D~ of retiring from it i and afterwards, on second thoughts, 
till somo signal mark. of our vengeance had been iofJtcted on the Affghans for 
daring to dispute our right to make a causeless invasion into their territo
ries,-and for ba11iog conducted that dispute with the falsehood, perfidy, and 
'"iindieti'Venoss characteristic or the quarter of the globe to -which they be
longed. 

The thread of the narrative, in order of time running parallel with this, 
requires now to be resutned at Cabool, where it was broken oif at the close 
of Ille third ob.>pter, with the account oflho surrender of Dost Mahomod in 
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NoTember !'840, and the temporary and parlial tranquillity which imm.,.. 
diately thereaftet ensued. This auspicious atate of repose was of abort 
duration; so soon as t11e season for active operations opened, one general 
ferment of discontent and insurrection made its appearanco from Ghirisk to 
Jellalabad: a condition of m:attera whtch was nevet remedied or allayed dur .. 
ing the period of Gur continuance in the c'JUntry. 

The following order was issued oil the 2Sth of January) for tlle brigading 
cfthe troops in Affghanisian: (l) the first brigAde of infantryt stationed a.t 
Cabool, and consistiogof H. M.'s 13tb, the 16th, 35tb, and 37th"Beng.J 
N. I., to be under the comma.ad of Sir Robert Salo; Capt. 'Vade, of H. M.'a 
13tb, ~ting as major of brigade. The Ca.adahar, or second brigade, 
under tho charge of General Nott. was to consist of the 2d, 42d, and 43ll 
N. L Tho third brigade, consisting of H. ?iI.'a 44th, tho 27tb and 54th 
N.L, was to be commanded by Colonel.Shelton: it was at this time at Jcl .. 
)alabad. These tbreo brigades. comprised nine regiments of the lioe1 of 
which two were Q11een's and seven Company*s, and contained probably 
about 71500 man. This was exclusive of the Bombay troops a.t Quettah 
iD lleloochistan, nnd Scinde,-as well as of cavalry, artillery, tbe Sbab's 
contiagent, and atl irregulars,-whicb brought up the strength of the atmy 
required to be paid by the East India Company for the maintenance of the 
Doora.nnee aUiance, to betwixt 25,000ancl 30,000 meo~ Loose as the statement 
appears, it is difficult to make it more specific, from the flaetuating strength 
of the ir:regularsJ which eoostituted nearly one half of the contingent. 

'\tVhen these arrangements were made, Colonel Shelton was still on his 
march. lie left ·Ferozopore on the 8th December, 1840, reached 
Peshawur in the beginning of January, and arrived at Jellalabad about 
the 25th of that month. lie crossed the convoy accompanying Dost 
Me1bomed to Hindostau, at Rawul Pindee, on the Gth January. The 
IWfila escorted by Colonel Shehon•s troops ls commonly known as the second 
convoy of the season; Ute first having been that under Colonel 'Vallaee, 
rnentioncd in a. previous chapter, and usually termed the grand convoy .• 
The third convoy left Fero.iepo1·e on the 3lst January: it wa.s eaeorted by a 
wing of the 5th N. I., a dotaehment of ll. M.'s troops (details of the l3tb 
and 44~b) under Capta.io Havcl0<:k, aod a detachment of the Company's 
under Captain 1\:1.a.nning and Lieut. Pottinger, aome artillery drafts under 
Lieut. Brougham, and a Goorkah dcta.ehmeot under Lieut. CrawforU;. tho 
:whole was con:una.oded by Lieu.t.-ColoI.l.Ell Oliver. (2) General Elphinstonc 
and Brigadier Anquetil accompanied this force, together with Major Thane 
0&Jld,Lieut. Eyre-all names of men sptiedHy de$tined to oeeupy a conspic11-

1. Ca.fotiita Gover.nm.em Gazetw, Jtmuary 28.. 
2. Ddll~t Gazeae, February 3. 
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ous place amongst the fearful events which r0Uowe1l ten months afterwa.rdr~ 
Sir Willoughby Cotton crQSsed them on bis return three marches on their 
'va.y: be reached Fer0:zepore on the 6th February. 

'£be lst Bengal European regiment, and two eompanies of the-27th N.I., 
whieh had accompanied the grand convoy, under Colonel 'Vallaee, were 
sent back to India under command of Colonel 'Vheeler t as an escort to Sir 
W. Cotton. These were replaced by Sbelton's brigade, and the troops 
attending the second and third convoys, about 40i>O in all, as a. snbstit1itc 
for J 100 withdrawo. These changes wore aftorwa.rdt: censured as prema
ture withdrawals of the troops from Atl'gban1stan,-thrce 1nen being s~nt 
ivl1ere one was intended to be taken away ! 

The niost continuous and uninterruptod series of disorders requiring to be 
enum.crated occurrod in 1841 near Ca.ndahar i and that tho narrative ofthestt 
may be left unbroken, a. slight departure from strict chronological order wiU 
permit the e::rpedition of Colonel Shelton into the Nazian valley to be notic· 
ed without breaking in upon the l1istory of the squabbles with the Western 
Ghilzies: those to the east and south of Cabool having given little trouble 
from the month of February till the great and disastrous outbreak of October. 

Colonel Sheltoot wheo on his way from Ferozepore, was directed by the 
Envoy to proceed from JcUa.labad to chastise a refractory tribe calleid the 
Sungoo Kail, inhabitiog the Nazian valley. For this purpose, a strong force 
mar~hed from Jellal.:ibad on the 2lst Febru.a.ry, consisting of a detachment 
of Sappers and Miners, and a troop of IIorso Artillery with fun.r gun,t 
H. M.'s Hth, ond lbe 27th N. I. Troops of the Sh•h Soojah consisting 
ofa detachment of' Lhe mountain train, I squadron of the 2rl Oa.valry, 3J 
Infaotry Regiment, and lst corps of Janbaz Cavalry. This force arrived at 
Pe.sh BQJ.ack, a distance of about twenty .. threc miles, on tho 2311, a.nd was 
joined by Captain Ferrists corps of J eiailchies, anJ the 3d Regimont of 
Ja.nbaz. Quit.tiog this post on the morning of the 24tb,(3) the Nazian vat .. 
ley was entered by the Sarobi Pass soon a.fter daybreak. The fotce ha.viog 
been divided, Colonel Shelton advanced up tbe centre of the valley with 
six companies of IL l\'l/s 44tb under Colonel l'\·lackcrell, a similar numbct 
of the 27th N. I. nndor Col. Palmer, ( ~) aad two guns under Capt. Nicholl: 
The lst Shah's Janbaz regiment, the 2d cavalry, a.nd two huu.<lreJ Jezail .. 
cl1ees1 under Hyder Alli, a native eommaodant, proceedod from tho left flank 
along the high ground, closing the valley on the east sit.le : the remainder 
of this corps, moving from the t:"'-treme right of the dctachmentt under 
C.aptain Ferris, were to attack the enemy on tho left: two companies of 

3. Brigadier Shelton's Dc~tch. 
4. Thiai officer with his regiment {27th N, I.) 1vas shut up in Ghuzoic in 

tho following Novcnibl)r, an<l.bccamo a. prisoner in March l~-!2, rouai:Uui.ng in 
the lL;u1lh of thl) enemy till ScptcD.Lbcr. 
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IJ.M.'a ·i·itb, and two of Lho 27th N.I .. supported by detachments from the 
same regiments, with two six ... pou.nder guna, under Captaius Scott and 
Swayne1 moved along the heights on the west of the valley. A strong body 
of regular.& and irregulars made a considerable detour so as tG enter by 
the eastern pass the deU> wkich was thus hemmi:!d in on all sides. Captain 
Ferris came in almost immcdiato contact with the enenly: he attacked them 
with great spirit, pursuing them with the most determined gallantry O\'er 
almost ina.ooessible heights, and dri11ing them before him uader a. gallh1g 
fire. The Jeiailcbeei suffered severely in the performance ol this service. The 
iaslirgents were retiring with thelr women and ebUdren, aud dri<ting oft' tl1eir 
flocks, inclining the line of their ret.reat so as to get out of reach of our fire 
with all convenient speed, when Hyder Ali, with his tvro h11ndred Jezail .. 
chees, met them and captured most o-f their cattle : Lieutenant Golding, 
with his. Janb.iiz, made a successful charge up11n tL.ci fugitives, and destroyed 
a considerable number in their attempts to cisca.pe. Sowc skirmishing had, 
meanwhile, oecurred up and down the valley, where the conduct of tbo 
troops was e,,::ccl!ent, and thoir success complete. A few men still held out 
in two of the forts, till the gates were blown opeu by powder-bags. The 
explosion on the second occasion proYeU fatal to Lieutenant Pigou of tbe 
Eogineers, who, with the utmost coolness and gallantry, con.ductcJ the 
operations. He was blowD up and killed : his body falling at a. distance of 
about eighty yards from the place of explosion. 'fhc Nii:ifan vaUey is abou.t 
tlight miles in length, studded from end to end, oo both sidc.i, with forts. 
Nearly the whole were in our possession by a little after noon., the advance 
of the lrOOP.\ having been one eontinuetl coureo Qf success. 011r casUalties 
amounted to eighteen killed, and tllirty-four wounded: those of tha enemy 
were estimated al from forty lo fifty killed and wounded. The followiug 
day the same force procoaded into a secluded valley adjoining, similarly de· 
fended, and sprinkled with forts, but of which scarcely aoy thing was known : 
the;, continued as formerly to carry every thing before them. The grouuc.l 
over which the march had !o be performed was difficult: the detilea weto deep, 
narrow, aud appalling, the heights requiring to be crowned by the flanking 
parties rugged and precipitous. The loss of Captain Douglas, who wa;.i 
shot dead by the side of hUi ceimmander, waa the only ca1ualty which oc .. 
curred, and by tho evening of the 25th, eighty .. twoforls bad been captured. (5) 
The force returned to camp, having fulfilled the objects of the expedition 
in deva&tating a valley whose inhabitants had proved refractory on the 
usual subject of tribute, it is prasumed : though the occasion or manner 
ia whi-ch the insubortlination for which they were chastised manifested itself, 
ia not statod. The third convoy of the season, which, as already n-0ttced 1 

6, C9loncl Sheltou'fJ Dct:.plltch, 25th F~brua.ry. 



263 

commenced its march on tbe lst February, was nowweU on its way towards 
the Attock, and Captain Broadfoot, escortiog a portion of the Shah's family, 
had just entered, or was about to enter 1 the Seikb territory, where the dis
pute fQr the succession betwixt the Dowager Princess a.nd Shere Singh was 
threatening disorder. 

The third bi-iga<lo, in consequence of the disturbances apprehended iQ the 
Punjaub, was meanwhile ordered to stand fast at Jellalabad, to \Vatch the 
progress of events. The third convoy arrived in safety on the 4th April: 
General Elpbinstone haT1ng precoded them by four days. The 54tb N. I. 
and a. squadron of the Light Cava.lry were ordered to proceed to GuntJa .. 
muck on the Sth to keep open the way for the convoy itself, which, aceom .. 
panied by its former escort, marl:hed on tbe 9th. Tbe Shah Soojah, at
tended by the Envoy and court, who had, as in the !lr!.t year of the Dew 

reigu, taken up his winter quarters at Jellalabad, was enabled by the guard 
of the convoy to return to C11bool on the 30th of April, accompaniod by 
General Elpbinstooet who, as already-mentioned, took die place of Sir 
WilJougbby Cotton in tlle command of the fQrccs in Atfghanfatan-a brief, 
troubled, and disastrous charge. The arrogance of the weak and unhappy 
monarch llad grown upon hlm 1 as migl1t have been expected~ by the 
adulation which was paid to him, and the actual power which our friendship 
had enabled him to exercise ooinpared to the mere nominal authority he hall 
fotmerly possessed when on tbc throne. Punctilious at all time1 1 be now 
gave fuU rein to that small· mioded and miiera.ble se}fisl.toes.s which fur
nished the most prominent feature ia his character i insisting on the 
minutest observaace of 0tiq11ette and ceremony. (6) 

G. The following o~trae-t of a. letter of Sir Willia1n !\ia.enaghten'.s. acoon1-
11anyi.ng tbc report of Sir A. BurnOl:l on the Consolidation of Affghanistau, to 
\vhich we have already had occafilon to refer, sufficientlyin1.Hcate& the excessively 
exaggoratod view taken of hi,;; majosty'i:i exoollenees by the envoy in August 
1840 :-"' His Ma.jcstv invariably evinocs the greatest anxiety thatjustioo should 
bo done to all his subject.a. Hi! Majesty sits iu durbar every mlJltiiug, ex.oept 
Thursday~ for about bvo hou:rs, and listens ,.,,ith the greatest patience to tho ro .. 
pre$enlationis of his chief::i. One day is set a.part for hearing the cornplaint.s or 
all thoso who l'.lllliy allege that they ha.ve not received redress from the a.uLho .. 
rit.ies to who1n their cases ha.ve beeu referrcd.-Tbough stern in the execution 
of jnstico (as was. exemplified only the othor day in the _case of the in urderer 
in 'vboso pa.rdou so much influence was exerted) yet His l\:te.jcsty is merciful 
nnd kind-hearted in th.c es.trcme ~ and if the personal qualities of a monarch 
coultl ensure popularity, Shah Soojah could not fail to obta.in it. My longer 
experience of His J..laJc~ty's charae1;er moro thoroughly convinces me of the 
truth of what I have alre::i.dy a:s&orWd, that thcro b not ::i.11 abler or a better 
man than l1i1Il!clf in nll his dotni11io11s."-Tbc whjoiued extract from a privato 
journal kept by Sir Alo.xa.nder Uurnos up to the day before his murder, and 
presorved by 1\-Iohun Lal, will show how completely tho opinions of Sir W · 
.Macn?-ghten were shortly aftc~wards ch&ngQd ;-

'' Ca.bool, lst Septem!Jer, 1841. '* * * Ao c;ii;prc~~ion from Mac-
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The Eo.voy, who continued tQ profess U1e highegt opinion of the ex .. 
e~lleuccs of t110 Shah's character and of his capaeit1 for government, 
indulged him in t!Ja silliest whims, and most abs11rd and troublesome 
capriecs. On his return to the capital an order was issu.ed that no officer 
should ride through, or even enter, the Bala. Ilissar, unless required so to 
do as a matter of duty, A fort which Ca.pta.in l.\.lainwaring bid purchased 
at a large price, as a residence, as well as one of the commissariat stores., 
were directed to be abandoned or removed as being too near the roya.l 
gardens I 

Tbe history of Sei.kh atfaits; ftocn the deat11 of Runjctlt Sing, in July 1889, 
to the accession of Sbere Sing, is well worthy of a separate chapter ~ it. 
rnay be sufficiont here to rea.ta.rk1 that tho J..iioo of the P11nja.ub liaving 
been quiotly su.Oceedod by bis son, the weak a.nd imbecile K.urruck Sing, 
this prince wa.s cut off on the 5th November after a lingering and painful 
illnesss, aggravated by the proocriptions of native physicians, which alone 
l1e could be persuaded lo attend to. II.is body was burned, anil one of hls 
wives with three or four of her hand .. ma..iJ.en.s1 were immolated oa the fuaer.al 
pyre. His only aon and heir, Nao Nehal Sing, was killed the same day by 
the falling of a beam in one of the city gates on returning from hls father's 
obsequies. 

Two days aner this Shere Sing, Governor of Cashmct'e, was proclaimed 
Sovereign. Thts prince was the son of one of the wives of Ruojeot Sing. but 
born ou an occasion when ht:ir hushand h~ been so long absent from. home. 
as to leave little doubt as to his illegitimacy. He was, however, treated as a 
prince of the blood, though not considered heir to the throne. He was made 
governor of Cashmere; wai a man of both energy and ability, but of ha.bits 
so e.ttremely diSt1i1u1ted 1 that he was much eatranged from the old Lion him· 
self, whose own manner of life should have made him in tho last degree 
forbearing towards the frailties of his imputed son. Shere Sing hastened 
la Labore and was duly installed on the musnud. l\!eanwhilc one of 
the wives of Kurru.ck Sing was declared pregnant, and shut up in the 
zcna.na ;-a large party, including the European officers taken into 
pay by Runjeet Sing1 being attached to her eau~e. This looked for
midable. and tl1ongh the people clung to the prince, the strength of his 
party eontiau1ed for a. time to d-e-cline, when at length he professed to have 
abdicated and retired from power. This was merely a ruee to enable him 
to visit those districts where he wa.s popular, and to raise and coUeet his 
friends for a further effort. A revolution took pla.oo early in Januiry, the 

~----------

naghten to.day that f the SluJ.h Sooja.h 'vas rui old woman not fit to rul& his 
people. with divers other eonJ.o-mna.Uons. '-Ayc, see my l'ravel.s .so far back ::t.s 
1831·11 
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prince returned towards the city, the leading men joined him on t1ie way, 
and the army went over to hia stiindard under the walls of Lahore. Gene .. 
rals Court, Ventura, and Avita.'oile had been bronght over~ and before the 
end of the month, &be new ruler was seated on the throne; the princess 
having been persuadeJ. to abandon further claims fc.r the preseqt but not till 
after offering a stont defence, in which ~OOO of her followers are said to have 
falJen. These events occasiontd much commotion through the couotryt the 
troops becoming mutinous and disorderly, aod acting as brigands on the 
chief lines of routo. No l!ierious mischiefs, luckily, arose out of these dis~ 
orders, whose aspect at one time had been s1> alarming. By the commence
ment of the hot season matters were so far traaquiUized that the Seikh 
troops were entrusted with the conveyance oftrea.!are for our armies, 

About the end of' March, Captain Broadfoot left Ferozepore with a. 
weak detachment of sepoys, a emall body of Gboorkas, and a detachment of 
Alexander's horse-in a.ll about 1000 strong, one half only behlg regular 
infaqtry,-in charge or a portion of the famUy of Lhe Shah Soojab., ioe1uding 
about 100 bdies1 who bad not till now rejoined him. Soon after be 
entered the Paojaub, the country beo:ame much disturbed t eeieral regi -
meots bad mutinied, and banth of robbers marauded all over the kingdom. 
As the ladies' jewels were valuable, anil the convoy had a considerable quan• 
tily of property in charge, a strong induceme11t to att&ck was held out to 
men ever ready to plunder under the slightest of temptatioos. Much sick
ness prevailed, and nearly 150 sepoys a.re said to have deserted. An acci
dent occurred early on the march, eminently illuatr-ative of eastern maoners, 
in reference to the seclusion in which tb.e females of the higher ra.uks are 
IDaintained. A restive ea.met threw its load, consisting of one of the wives of 
his majesty, eoacealed wttb. a.s much privacy u a camel litter would permit. 
The beast fell heavily upon bis b11rthen 1 which now entangled him. In a 
tnoment an European offi.oer was on the spot, aoxton.s to releate the &uffer
iog captive; who amidst all the terror and torture which the atr11ggles of 
the restive animal must bave occasioned, depreea.ted interference, and en .... 
treated that no man might approach to subject her to sufFerh1gs wor.!le thau 
death,-that of being seeo ! She was so injured that she died a few hours. 
afterwar<b;. Though repeatedly threatened, the prudent conduct and bold 
front at all times manifested by Captain Broadfoot, overawed the rebels. His 
chief danger was. near Attoek, where the occupa.ots: of a stockade first threat .. 
ened an immediate atta.ck on l1im. Though outnumbering his force by 
about six to one in strength? he sent a peremptory mandate to them, hr.ti. 
mating that uqless tbey immediately ga'll:l him what a.uistao.ce was required 
to li.elp him on his way, be would compel !bem i and that if they cautioned 
to maintain the present unfriendly aUitnde, he would attack and destroy 

LI 
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theiE' fort. lt was easier to make this threat than to carry it into execu
tion; bu.t the bold eonfidence it implied, servet.I the purposes desired. En· 
trenchments meauwhile were dug, antl defences thrown up 1 and the most 
actlve preparations made for hostilities. The Seikhs even procee:led so farai; 
to plunder the women's trave11ing JiHers, havin~ got it into theit hea1ls. that 
they carded treasure. They next secured several of our cattle, anJ san1e of 
the chiefs came into camp a.nil beearne insolent. Findiag that Ca.p tai n 
Broadfoot was not to be bullied, they prodnced a letter from Genl. Avitabile, 
a83udng him of protection. This was throwo back in their faces-they 
were told that flt'ty letters from the General would not make thieves honest 
meo; and that they must restore every thing they haJ taken. or they wouJJ 
be instantly attacked; and that if tliis was not dune in ten rniriutes, they 
would be trea~ll as criminals. They now became terrified, and did a.s 
they were desired.. Alarmed and bnmbled, they permitted the convoy to 
eross the Attock and proceed towards Peshawur, where it arri;,-ed in safe .. 
ty on the lSth May. Such, bo'lt'ever, had been the alarm for their safety, 
that Col. Shelton proceeded by forced marches through the pass with H.!lf.'s 
44th, lst troop lst brigade H. A., two squadrons of the 5th L. C., 1vith the 
27th and 54th N. I., to assist him in case of need-or at all events to show 
the Seikhs that aid \Yas at hand. Their duties were happily limited to 
tbose of an escort from Jumrood to Jclallabad. 1.'hey reaebed Cahoot on the 
l7th June; a party of the Sappers having been left bohiod to look after the 
m;agazioe stores at Gundamuek. 

To the nortbwa.rJ and we5tward of Cabool though discontent wa8 ge .. 
neral, and casual outbreaks of a trivial nature not unfrequeut, no affair 
of any considerable importance occurred betwixt the surrender of Dost l\Ja
homed and the genetal rising which took place exactly that da.y lwelve·month 
-on the 2d November 184 J. To the south the Ghili:ies and Khyberrees 
were libera.Uy rewarded for the uso of their pa~se!I ; and just so long only 
as their stipend of £8000 a· year was paid in fnllt Jid they remain at peace. 

The scene of the narrative which relate.11 to the warlike proceedings of 
s•1mmer 184 l must now be shifted to the westward. At Canda.har popular 
discontent appeared to be approaching a crisis ju5t as matters around Cabool 
were becoming tranquillized by the surrender of Dost lflabomed on the 
Sd November. (7) Sufter Jung, son of Shah Soojah, had been appointed 
gQvernor of the town and proviqce, with asala.ry of £1700 a-year. Tho wholo 
of the: offspring of the Doorannee sovereign-Ptinee Thnoul' alone excepted 
-appeared to have beeo men of the most worthless character, aad depra"ed 
and dlseipated ha.bib. The Candahar governor was a. wretch too execrable 

7. See Chapter Ill., p. 162. 
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to live. lie is said frequently to have increased an income of £14.0 a• 
month to£10.,ooo, by extortion alone: on one oeeasion, he put a merchant 
to the tortnre on some frivolous: pretence, and released him only when £300 
had ~n paid by hie relations for hie liberation. The money thus vll• 
Iaaously obtained was squandered in the grosseit seusuality, and in sl1ame· 
less and excessive indulgence in a. vice not uncommon in the east, which 
in Europe i! reckoned so infamous., above a.11 others, as to be nameless:. (8) 
Ou one oeeasi&o he managed to entice soroe Europeans into hii1 residence1 

and1 having drugged them with brandy, took advantage of their helpless 
condition. One of Lhent afterwards poisoned hiaueJ_t. The polhical agent 
was D<>t a.Hewed to interfere with the pleastlfes of the Prince, whose mis· 
conduct was thus bringing scandal on the British name. (9) The contrast 
betwixt the family oftbe late and pre!ent ruler was most disadvantageous 
to us: the sons of Doat !o.la.homet.l being so remark.able for their good 
conduct, and manly, soldier-like, and intelligent be&riui, as to make a 
deep irnpression an every European who ea.me in contact with them. ( 10) 
By the middle of December the eoantry was threa.teoed with a general 
insurreetion-di&eontent was at its biglles.t pitch every where, allil the 
detestation of the Shah Soojah, iatellse aa1l universal as it had now be
C<Hne, was too manifest to be disputed by the most de'i'oted of hia friends. 
A detach1nent of 800 men-a sort of armed police-provided with a 
couple of guns, having been sent to the westfrarJ to collect rereoue on 
the banks or the llclmund, were attacked by the enemy and defeated, 400 
or 500 of them having been killed and their gun.1 la.ken. Such a. casualty 
demanded ioetant attention from the 1u1U1oritiea. About this time a. deta.eh
ment, conslsting of the lst troop Shah's Artillery, 2nJ. N.I., and lst Cal'alry, 
with 2 guns aad some Irregular Horse, was dispatched from Cand~har by 
General Nott, under charge of Captain Farriugtoo, into the Zamin Dawu r 
eonntry, for the purpose Qf dispersing a. body of rebels assembled under a 
chief named A.kb tar JC.ha.n.(11) 1.'hey reached Koosh-kina-Kbood on the 
28thDecember, and halted on the following day to perulit Lieut. Elliott, 
the political agent, to complete his arrangements. On the n1orniog of the 
30tb, tbay 11roceedod to S11ngboor, 16 miles in the direction of Saerwan• 
kill.ah, where the detaeb.1nent of the Shah's troops, under Ma.homeJ Allu.m 
Khan ltad the evening before l;ean cornpletely worsted, his guns and 
baggage havLng been eaptureJ by the insurgents. This success on the 

8 • .Agra Ukl1bar, Nov. 7 .-B<>mf.Jay Timu. 
9. Letter of the medical a.ttenJ.11nt. of the priace.-Bo1nbay TimtJ8, October 

21, 18-1:0. 
10. Letters from tho late Dr. Grant, Bombay medi-oa1 &orvioc.-Bombay 

Ti1'UJ8· 
11. Captain Fa.rrington's despatch, 4th January, 18-11, 
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part of the enemy was likely to acqni~ for them many new adherents, and 
as their force was now making formidable head, Capt. Farriogtoa resolved 
to hasten matters a.a much as possible, preserving the utmost secrecy as to 
his intentions. On the moroing of the 3 Jgf, the dfJtachment marched 2a 
miles, crossing the river Iielmund, here a. broad and difficult stream, and 
occupyjng the fort of Ghiri.sk on its western bank 80 mili;i1s from Canda.har. 

On the lst Jan. the march wa.s continued 22 miles farther to Kareegh&. 
By these rapid movements the rebels were outmanmuvred and outwitted. 
They became so completely misled as to the object of our movements, and 
nature of our position, as to believe at one time that. aooth~r force was in 
their rear. On the 2dahalt to refresh tb:e men was indispensible. It ha.V'• 
iog been reported that the insurgent force was in the neigbbourho!Jd1 a re• 
connoitring party, eonsistiog of some irregular horse and a portion of the lst 
cavalry, under Lieutenants Patterson a.nd Ha.1rkins of the horse artillery, 
proceeded io the direction of Lundie Nowah. The enemy were discovered to 
have taken up a diffiault position am<>ng thG sand hills in the neighbourhooil. 
They had a strong range of l1eights in their front, and a. cana.l in their rear. 
The irregular horse, with Lieutenant Patters.on, having suceeadecl in driving 
in their outposts, gave Lieutenant Hawkins. thne to briog his gans, which 
were supported by the 2d N.I., into posiUon. A well-directed fire of grape 
and ahra.pnell having been opened upon the rebelst they were prevented 
crossing the ctest of the heights. behind which they ensconced themselves. 
The lst cavalry follawed llp the advantage thus gaiaeJ. by the 2tl N.L : th.ey 
charged under a heavy llre of matehloGks, a.nd drove the enemy everywhere 
from. their position~ The ias11rgeat force consisted of from 1200 to 1500 
horse aud foot: they wcro drawn up ia four divisions, two of which at· 
tempted to turn our left. Their objects, were frustrated by the cavalry, who 
charged and defeated them. They were now eompl13tely routed: sixty were 
lt1ft dead upon the field,_ amongst whom was one chief of distioclion. A 
standard was taken. Their wounded mutt have amounted to several bun· 
dreds. After hair an hour's halt at the conclusion of the action, the de
tachment posted on to Shornek, the stronghold of a tebel chief: where tl1e 
guna, lost on the 29th, were recaptllred. 'Ve had sir killed, aod fourteen 
wouaJed. Lieutenant Young was severely, and Lieut. Pa.tters()n slightly, 
iojured. This seems to have been a. very judiciou1ly and gallantly con· 
ducted e:s.pedition altogether1 and reflected the utmost credit on Captain 
Farringtoo, the military leader, a.nd Lieutenant Elliot, the political autho• 
rity. (12) 

On the 9th Feb. the. 3Sth N.I. under Colonel \Vymer, arrived at Canela· 
bar, and were added to the strength of Gen. Nott's brigade. Ot1 the 20th, 

12. The narrative is slightly a.bridged from the de~pa.teh.. 
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the Jst regiment of the Shahts infantry, 500 irregular horse eomrnandet.. 
b,y Captain Leeson, togeth.,r with the 5th Shah's infantry under the com
mand of the galbnt Captaio Woodbnrn, (13) Jeft Candahar tn reioforee the 
garrison at Ghirisk. FeaN were entertaiaoJ for Major Tod and his party, 
now known tet have left Heral, and believed to have Ukhtar Khan in front, 
and Yar Mahomed in their rear. They arrived at Ghirisk on the 2 lst with ... 
out sustaining harm : tlley had left on the 9th, and wer.e aware that numetoua 
parties of marauders were on the way ready to attack them : but the escort 
of tho embassage was too strong, and tl1e intended assailants kept their 
distance. Matters having heeome comparatively quiet in SbawJ, Captain 
Anderwn's troop of horse artillery, with the rcimaioder of the 38th N. I., 
were ordered to return to Candahar from Quetta.11., at which latter place 
the army of Geocral Brooks wa.s immediately expected. 

The troubles of the Gbiizie country affords a connected and almost unin
terrupted series of disturbances from the surrender of Dost Mahomed
the date at which the scene was shified from. Ca.boo] to Bel&ochistan,-dow~ 
to the termination of our connection lViLh the Doorannee empire. 

The characters of the politi.eal admioistratioas of' !\fr. Bell and Capt. Bean, 
-theautbority of the former of whorn was absolute in the eouotrieil below the 
Bolan pass, that of the latter being supreme in the district imrnediately a.bove 
it, have already been detailed in a previous chapter. Major H.awlin11oa (14) 
held the chief political authority at Canda.har-ll~jor Lynch(l5) beiog ho
mediately under him in charge of the Ghilzie country. The latter officer 
unrortunately i*e'med to have been deeply imbued with tbe creeJ at this 
time unhappily of general prevalence amongst the politici;ins of India 
wl1ose votaries held tt a. maxim, that in statil' a.ffaira the ordinary principles' 
of morality were by no means to be held binding, but thal something which 
they termed nexpedieucy,., which seemed to warrant eveTy variety of 
roguery, trick, and deceit-which furnished every man, in short, with. au ... 
thority to do without reproach in his public character, whatever he thought 
fit, w3s the sole rule by which statesmec, big and sma.ll, aho-uld be guided. 
The laws of war and of nations as recognised in Europe, were held t•J be 
inapplicable in cases where such countrie.:1 as Atfgbanistan h11d to be dealt 
with.(16) These things, whieh are gathered from Lhe published st.atemeots 

13. This brave and e:teellent officer was. along with a. pa;rty of one hundred 
sick sepoys on thcit' wa.y to Hindosta.n, a.tta.cked at t.he ontbrea.k of the insur
rection on the 3d Nov. 1841, and cut to piece& near Ghuzoie. 

14. Lieut. Ra.wlinson has the 1ocn1 rank of 1\Jajor in Pe1•sia. .1\t the time 
reterred to he was a Lieut. of l835t of tho l&t Bombay Grenadiers, and is a 
Knight of the I.ion and Su.n. 

15. 1'he same is the ease '"'ith !Ia.jor Lynch, a Lieut. of 1833. 
16. These seem still :favourite v1e-ws amongst a coosiderablo cl.Ms of per

sonJ,. both at home and here, in reference to Indian aft"a.irs. The sta.tement of 
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of Major I .. yneb 1 are necessary to be explained to account for some portions 
of his proceedings. otherwise not easy to be accounted for. 

Ontherestoration of the Shah Sooja.h in August 1839, Sunnud l(ban hW 
beeu appointed chief of the Tokey (Gbih:;ie) trlbe1 more from the conside
ration of his. having been a well-wisher to lais ltiajesty, than for any in
trinsic qualities for government possessed by him. He seemed to have 
been a weak .. minded man, unfitted for the exercise of the authority whi.cb 
bad been placed in his bands; and ~fajor Lynch accordingly recommended 
his removal-not says he • 1 that this was a just act, for nothing could be 
brought forward to impugn his loya1ty or fidelity,to but becanse he was ill qua.· 
lified to rule the tribes over whom he had been set.(17) The change was ac .. 
cordingly elfeeteJ t Suooud Khan was removedt an<l a chief more vigoroUJ, 
one of hi:1 rivals of the raee of Shaboodeen Killie was set np to ruie in his 
stead~ The country for a time becam,e con1paratively tranquil. In tho be
ginning of J11ly, Lieutenant Nicholson, who had hitherto been the active 
manager of Ghilzio matters, left. for Cabool,-the entire charge hereby de
\•olving on Ala.jor Lynch, who had a force cousieting of the Shah's bth Hio
dostanee U.egin1ent, 4guns, and betwixt 300 and 400 Irregular {iorse placed 
at bis disposal.(18) 'fhese were directed to remain io the field till n,e beginning 
of winter; but they were not expected to be required in actual fighting, as 
every effort was directed to be made to conciliate the tribes. Suhan Maho
med l{han, one of the most obstiuate and rerractory of the ehiefa,. was at 
length; and with muel1 difficulty, induced to take the oath of allegiance to 
tlae Sha.h Soojah. lie was a shrewd, cuoniog, unscrupulous, aod anterprizing 
mao, and much valuo was attachod to his friendship. He, so early as the 
month or August, recommended that the troops meaut to be maintained in 
that quarter of the country should occupy Kelat·i-Ghilz.ie, wbich place he 
recommended as in itself a comruaodiog sts.tioo) and one where the govern
ment of the country had generally been located. When Dost l\fahomed 
made bis appearane.e on tbe Kohistan frontier previous tG the battle of Ba
n1eean on lhe 18th September, (19) emissaries had been .sent into the dhll
zie country, but were unable to shake tb1J loyalty of the ehiefs· In this 
auspicious eondltion matters remained till the approach of wintert when the 

Lord Lansdo\vnc, received by tb.e House of Co-mmons as a.xio1n.;i.tic in 1818, 
seems to have OOcome exploded before 1838. His lord.ship said '' i.bat ho did 
not believe their lordships would sa.nc&i.ou any rules of war in India., dilforiug 
from tbose prescribed in Europe; tha.t it was tbeil' duty to collvey ovor every 
pwtion o-f the globe where their power extended, those principles of justice 
and moderation lvhich gove1•ned them in Europe." 

17. h1ajor Lynch's statement for the .Bnvoy, Jnne 221 IStl. Bombay Ti.Jn.ea, 
April 20, 1842. 

18. Tlte narra.tivo of tho aft'().ira of the Ghil.iie country will be found to ha.Ye 
been brought down thus far in Chapter III., pp.147 and 148. 

19. Vide ante, p. 1~6. 
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severity of the eold compelled the withdrawal of the troops. They retired 
to Can1lahar on the l4th November attended by such an escort ot friendly 
Gbilzies as had rarely been seen assembled together for aay purpose save to 
coneert tor war or plunder. 

In the beginnipg of Deer. (20) it became known that about 70 of the mem• 
hers of the Sha.boodeea tribe, including a brother of a chief of 11ote who had 
found r-efuge ia. the Punjaub the previous year, ('.!t) had been made over 
to the British Government aod sent prisonets to India. The AJfghans ap .. 
pear an along to have held in speeial abhorrence the idea of being removed 
from their native country, and detained as captives in Hin:dostan. i&. It is a 
very common saying amongst them," observes l.\lajor Lynch, from w11ose 
statement this mueh of the present oarrati•e is chie8y takeo., 0 when tboy 
talk of the Shah SooJ11ih in connec1ion with tlle British, aod wheo they are 
-told that he is king of Aft'ghanietan, and only suppor~d by the lodian 
Go'tetrnnent, that they conceive it rather a curious fact that Shah Soo. 
jab should be king of Atfghanistau, and have his state prisons in India or 
London. I am firmly of opinion, tba.t if tb.ere has been one measure more 
than a.not her ealeulated to make us unpopular wi&b the Affghans, it. bas been 
th-ei untoward circumstance of sending into exile Hadjee Khan Kakar and 
the other Affghan khans.'' 

From this time !\Isjor Lynch considered that all cha.nee of the system of 
conciliation-whieh bad previously been so promising-ultimately pt'oving 
suecess(nl was now at an end, and that coercion and se'lere measures could 
alone produce or maintain tranquillity. Tbe mode in which be proposed 
to change from the one to the other was certainly summary and unserupuloua 
enough. He writes to the Envoy under date 27th December-" It is just 
as well the Tokics did not know you had seized their Pet .. rnan [one of the 
Ghilziea given up to us by the Seikbs, and for the poasos&on of whose 
person it appears the Envoy had for .six: or seven months been negociating] 
or the chief cf the ShabooLleen Killie1 or they might, in all probability, 
have boned me. and given you some trouble) when the Dost was at large. 
However, we have laughed at their boards, and hope yoll will now approve 
of my adopting a 11ew system, for the conciliatory one will not work in the 
Tokey land for the future. 'VE C.\l'I JilAJHLY GET 'rHBJrl '1'0 COMMIT TH.EM• 

&ELVES, A.ND IN LIEU of their present pay1 give them a few more ronods of 
cannhster from Anderson's. guns, which they will now in all probability 

20, It is ea.lied !tlarch in Major Lyuch>s MS.; instea.d of lst l-Jarcb it mast 
'be let Decem.ber,-a. note farther down discusses the ma.tter. 

21. " 'l'ho Seikhs who had been detected giving harbourage to the Gbih::ie 
refugees some months before, were no'l'f (Sept. 18"40) proved to have promiMd 
supplies of money to Dost !lahomod !Chao/' antB, Chap. Ill., p. 152. 
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require befOre the winter is over:'(2'2) A more iadef'eaSib}e system than 
this, though it was afterwards practised on a larger scale against the Ameers 
of Seiodf, cannot be coneeived:-premeditatedly to drive or to entrap men 
into a quarrel, for the purpose of being able to slaughter and get. rid of 
them, is so closely aBied to wholesale murder, that it gives a sad view of 
the political morality of the time lo see sueh a s:enthneat as is here.express
ed, in a formal official paper, should have ~en passed uncensored. In 
the month of January 1841,. so &trong was the. feeling of dissatisfaction 
through the tribe:, that l\.lajor Lynch proceeded at once into the country, 
wl1en a deeply laid plot to seize himself and his escort was discovered. He 
was met by about 1000 horse, who pretended to have been assembled ta 
welcome him back, but were so in fa.et for the pu.rpose of attacking him, 
He managed to make them aware that he was not ignorant of their designs, 
and persuaded thtim to abandon theta, and once more to s.ea.l the Koran in 
the name ot' the kin~-the Affghan mode of swearing allegiance. 

Sbortly afterwards, intimatioD was sent to the chief by whom. this very 
measure had been originally advised1 that Kelat .. j. Gbilzie was to be fortified 
and garrisoned. Sultan A:lahomed Khan assembled the head men to con• 
sult on the subject; and though be pointed out the futility of resistance to 
our wishes.1 they determined to set themselves in this matter against U!I, A 
very civil but guardedly .. written letter wa.s sent back to ~he political agent, 
intimating that the mea.9ure in conteroplaiioa would he 1nost unpopular with 
the tribe. They suspected our objects, and were jn the lu.t degree jealous 
of permitting a foreign force to be permanently e1tablishcd amongst them, 
The minor chiefs were written to in succession, but with no better sueeess : 
the determination to resist the construction of fortilieations and <'stabli.shmcnt 
of a garri.son, seemed firm and universal Faillng to persuade them to per .. 
mit us to eslab1ish ourselYea peaceably in the ea.pita.I of the country, it wais 
resolved. that a garrison ahoul11 be placed there by force. 

About the end of April, a detachment coa1iisting oi the lsl and '2d Shah's 
Hindostanee i11faotry, eommand£d by Captains Griffin and ~faea.n, about 300 
of Christie~s horse (Shah's lst cavalry), and a couple of guns, were dispatel1 .. 
ed from Candabar to occupy the ground on which the fort was to be built, 
The dist.a.nce from Candal1ar is 80 miles, aoJ the country here attains an 
elevation of 5773 feet, inter1nedia.te b~twixt that of the place they had 

22. 'Vo a.re unable to reconcile hfa.jor Lyncl1's dates with eacl1 other. In 
bis statement, he .saya that it was on the lst of M'1.rch 18-11 on whieh he 
made the discovery about tho Ghilzies having been carried to India-yet the 
letter itself is dated 27th Deoom.bet l&W. l\Ioreovor, in a. letter of lst Dec, 
eame year, t})e matte.- is speeia.lly referred to; and the Envoy, under da.to lGth 
samo month, makes some severe remarks thereon. lst Deo. 18iWJ instea.tl of 
l:st l\:Ia.rch 1841J must be the date intended. though even this produces confusion 
with the rost of the narrative. 
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left, which was 3'84, and.Ghuznio, still HO miles further to the north•west 
of t11em, which rose to the altitude of 7726. 

The troops appear to have experienced no molestation on their advaneet 
but no sooner had they reached their destination than they planted the Bri .. 
tish standard with much ostentation and display, and aalntod iL with a salvo 
of artillery a.nd three volleys of mui!i1'etry ~ a silly proceeding in lt3el£ under 
any circumstances; but, on tho present occa&ion, calculated to irritate and 
madden a people sufficiently discootintedl aud prepafed to take umbrage at 
what they mllSt have viewed as in$ult aJ.deJ to aggression.. They were 
already boiling with rage and indigoatlon at the sei2ure ot t\1eir killsfolks, 
and ebafing under the oppresaion:or the new order of thintB ; and .were ready 
to rise in armis on the alight.est addilional provocation, and t&ke vengeance 
on any one who ea.me within reaeh of' their wrath. It doea: not appear that 
this lvas even a part of the execrable system suggested '' to get them to 
commit themselves," but a simple act of spontaneous impru.deoee. Jw.t 
after t11is, A.fajor Lynch, hearing of the discontents everywhere prevailing 
around~ resolved to satisfy himself as to the state of matters with his own 
eyes, and so started with a feeble escort to take a general survey or the 
country. In passing the fort of K.ulla-i .. Io.goz, abo11t six. miles off', tho 
people observing a body of 200 or 300 horse,. as they suppoised with hostile 
intent in their neighbourhood, turned out and made demonstrations to the 
extent of flourishing their swords, indiea.ting that they would not tamely 
submit witbout redist11nce. (23) An officer was immediately seat back., 
ordering out a regiment, and a couple of guus to chastise this instance of 
contumely. The deta.ehmentarrived about 10 o'clock at night, and an 8.ttack 
\Vas immediately commenced on the fort, which turned out to be garrisoned 
only by 30 men. They defended tliernsel<es stoutly till half their numbers 
were .slain ; and not till we had blo\vn up the gate with powder-bags, by 
which an officer was nearly destroyed, nor till CaptaiM Saunders aod Macao 
and Lieutenant Hoppe were wounded, and several sepoys slaia, did we 
manage to get pos&ession ot the stronghold, in which flue prisoners were 
taken·! It afterwards appeared that the K11Ua .. j .. Jngoz ehief was a firm 
friend of the Shah Soojah ! 

The country 1Ya.s immediately in arms, and the garrisou at l{elat-i .. Ghilzie 
suuonnded by from 800() to 4000 men furious for the fray. A requisition for 
troops was at once forwarded to Cahoot and Canda.har. The Envoy disap· 
proved of the whole proceedings, and declined to permit r~inforecmcnts to be. 
sent. He desired Ca.pt. niacan to act strictly on the defensive, and he accol"d· 
ingly remaiqed in cantonments, merely driving off the enemy, Who, mistaking' 

23. Calcutta Bn9lis/Mon, Juno. 8. M l 
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in•ction for timidity, attacked his pickets. So soon as the tidings of these 
uohappy events reached Caodabar1 a reinforcement under Colonel Wymer 
was ordered to be dl•patched with the utmost speed to the Ohilzie country. 
Tbjs consisted of 400 JDllo of the 38th N.I.1 ihe remainder of dhristie's horse, 
commanded by Capt.. Leeson, shO'rtly bdfote returned from G hirisk, with four 
horse artill••.Y guns, and a large supply of slor•s for the fort. When the 
enemy. about 4000 strong, heard of their approa.eh they Nitired from the 
neighbourhood of Kelat·i-Ohilzle, and proceeded to iaterrupt the adnnce of 
the reinforcement. They came upon our camp about 6 o'clock in theeVeoiog 
ot the 29th May, at a pla.ee called Assoa Hazzarah, a.ad immediately attack· 
ed it., rushing down upoo the bayonets of our troops, who bad formed in 
front the momoot the alarm was given. They were believed by this time 
lo have been betwixt 4000 and 5000 strong-their old enemies the Dooran• 
nees having forgotten their quarrels, and joioed. lheni. in common enmity to 
us. They were steadily withstood and repulsedt but again and agaio they 
rushed on with the most determined gallantry. Foiled in tbis1 the Gbilzi&s 
endeavoured f.o turn our flank with still worse suceess ihan tha~ Whieb at
tended their attempt to foree out front. The engagement lasted till l l-li1e 
five hours' fighting beiag chiefly in the dark. They were beaten in every 
quarter1 and when morning broke were found to have qqitled the field, le.JV• 
ing 70 dead behind them. Their wounded were as usu&l carried away. Our 
casualties amounted to foqr kilted and fifteen wounded. Col. 'Vymer'1 force 
was too weak, and the country too formidable, to permit of a pnrsnit being 
attempted. The conduct of officers and m-en is said on this occasion to 
have been admirable: the coolness of the cemmander in maldng his arrange
ments wheu taken by surprise, was above all praise. Next morning tbo de
tachment and convoy proceeded on their march, anJ reached l{elat-i -Ghilzie 
without further interruption. Strangely enough these events were after· 
wards associated with the general rising in November, a matter with which, 
.as will appear in the narrative, they had no earthly concern. The Lnndon 
Tirnes newspaper firs.t took up this view-misled, apparently• by an In~ 
dian correspondent, and the error wa.$ fallen into by the writer of the Annual 
Register, who supplies one of the most inaccurate accounts of oriental 
affairs in existence. 

The lU>\'ere castigation iuftieted by Colonel 'Vymer, and the strength to whielt 
the post at Kelat .. f .. GLilzie had now been raisocJ, appears for a time to ha•e 
overawed the people; the more impatient and fiery of the malcomte11ts having 
probably joined the ztanJard of Ukbtar Khan, wl10 was sUll in foroo 011 the 
flelmuod, glting great annoyance, a.nd about to beleaguer or attack tho gar .. 
risou at Ghirisk. The construction of the works of the intended fortress 
was commenced and pfoeeeded with a.pace ; the pla.ee was .etrong by 
nature, a beautiful eminence of about JOO feet in height, wit11 a oplendid 
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•priog on ita aummit, surmounted by a cone of rock 60 feet higher •till, iwaa 
to be walled in aod defended by aeouple of 18-pro and other guns; and fur• 
tber ta en1urc ttanquillity while these were in progress:, a detachment_ was 
eent out from Ghuzoie to the westward, and quartered in the Qhilzi-e 
country. The po.at they occupied was at Mooklqor, al: marches Crom 
Ghuznie, anil. nearly as mueh from Ke]at-i .. Ghitzle. The troops consisted 
of the l6th and 43d N.I., now set down amongst thereliefs as aboqt to return 
to India by the Bolan Pasa in October, (24) the 5th Light CaYalry, and a 
ressalah of Local Horaet with three of the Shab'a gunst the whole com
manded by O>lonel Chambers, of the 5th Cavalry. The insurgents ba.ing 
made their :appearance in considerable numbers in the neighbourhood, tlte 
detachment already alluded to broke up itfJ camp on the lst of August. 
About noon they arrived at Eck .. au, IS miles in advance. ThiJy here ex:
pccted to have. overtaken. the enetny, who wore found 1 however, to have re .. 
tired to a pa.ss .adjoining, where they were reported to be in numbers; both 
·horse and foot. On the evening of the 2'1, a part of tlie detaehmcnt arrived 
in the valley of Karootoo> well kaoeked up with a march of 25 miles over 
billy and irregular gTound. (25) For the neit three days the en-omy. ~OR· 
tioued to increase-our troops .a.pp~rently remaining in carop till aucb a body 
ahould make their appearaoeeas might b&a.ttacked and dispersed with effect. 
About eight o'clock on the morning of tQ.e 5th shots wero heard on the left 
of the valley, where the grass-cutters were employed in procuring forage, 
and a troop was immediately ordered to be got in readlae1s4 Soon after 
this, information was brought thal the enemy were 4escendiog the Shea· 
Kotel Pass, iQ the direetion of a weak. reconnoitring: pal't,Y 0£ th~ 4th Irre~ 
gular horse und~t Capt. Walker. Lieut4 Bazzett'a troop being by this time 
in readiness, was dispatched to bis a!sistancet with as many of the 4th res
salah as could be sent, with a view of keeping the enemy in check till the 
infaotry and remainder of the cavalry were able to make np with them4 

There were supposed by this time to be not fewer than 3000 Ghilziea bor
ing down upon the grus .. c11tter11, when Capt. \Valker, now strengthened by 
the arrival of Lieut. Bazzett, made a brilliant charge with the Local lloru, 
cutting up about 200 of tho enemy, Lieut, Banett meauwhil~ 4ttaekod 
~nother party, of whom a.bout 20 were slain. The la11t .. p.amed. ofli.s:er was 

ai. 0..1'"'"' EnvU.hman, 30tb. August. 
25. 'rbe chief portio11 or the a.bov(31 is· ta.ken from the Ddlkl GazdUd ot tho 

23'1 Juoo ancl 2Bth August, and gi'feS a.n .a.bsttaet of letters from camp. Col 
<.:ha.mbers's dispatch is mca.gre and obirou:te. Mt Stocqu.eler i11 his'• 1'-lemoriu.ls 
of Aftgha.nisr.an, '' the inoot. incorreet ao.d untrustworthy wol'lt on the subj~c~ 
which W() have seen, states (p.. 159) that Colonel Cha.mbcrs's dcta.chmen~ 
'Yas sent out from C.iuda.har in conscquouco of C"-pt. \Voodburu.•e applica;. 
iion for rciuf'otcomonts at Ghiri~k I · · 
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shot tbrougli the thigh, and Captain Walker's horse was killed 11oder him iu 
the charge. Colonel Chambet's states, that a1 bis column approached lhe s-0.ene 
of action, he could distinctly see Captain Walker and Lieut. Bazzett with 
their partieadashing boJd•yover the hill ~fter the enemy, driving Lhem off in 
all directions, aod, in short, leaving nothing for him to do.,(26) A few Horse 
and Foot having been observed in the Syee(ban Gh.aut as the main column 
passed, Captain Old6eld, with a. troop of tho .5th Cavalry, was directed to 
halt at a. distance a.nd merely hold them in check until the troops: returned. 
As they speedily increased both in boldness and numbers. the cavalry charged 
.and dispersed thQm1 killing from 28 to SO. Ou:r loss in all a.mounted t.Q l 

man. killed and ~ wonaded,-that of the enemy by the statement just givcl'.l, 
appears to ba.ve exceeded 250,-this, we think, must be an es.aggtiratioo, 
-it is difficult to suppose anything like 200 to hate fallen by the hands of 
the Irregular Horse on such ground. Tbe detachment art.er this remained 
for a. time in the valley previous to proceeding to tho westward i the 16th 
resumell its march about a week afterwards, and arrived at Kelat .. i-Ghilzie 
on the l 7tb1 and Candabar on the 25th August.(27) Half of the 5th Ca
valry, aod a similar proportion of the 43d N. I., badbeeu sent into theToree 
passes when the detachment first moved.(28) 

The strength no~ attainc:d by tho farce at Ghirisk, and the magnitu.de of 
the army a.ssembliog at Quett1.h1 and mystery of it.s dost inatio0: 1 tended to 
impress on the recollections of the insurgents the lesson Captain Farrington 
had read them in tho first week of the year. Though tho country continued 
in a state of disorder, they seem not for som~ months to have mustered any 
where in such numbers aa to permit seo?e for a regular attack being made 
on them. Sometimo ia J une1 Ukbtar Khan took the field, and fairJy set 
himself down before Gbirisk1 with a body of 3,001) men. from which, by 
this da.te1 Captain 1Voodburn's troops appear to have heen withdrawn. (29) 

On tha news of these disturbances reachiDg Candahat<, General Nott or• 
dered out a force, consisting of a detachment of the lst troop horsai artillery. 
with detachments of the lst and 2d Janbaz horse, and the 5tb Shah's Hin
dostanee infantry. The&e were plaoeJ under th~ command of Captain 
'Voodburn1 with the follo\'9iag effiear.:1 under him :--Captain Hart, Li.cuts. 
Cooper, Golding, Ross, and Clark, and AasiRtant·Surgeon Colquhoun. 

26. Colonel Chamb&-rs'a Despatch wrbati-n;. The ehief part of the narrative 
continue1 to bo ta.ken from the Dell~i Gazette. 

27 • .D"lhi Oai:etU, SUt Sept~ 
28. Dtdhi Gaz~te ut supra. 
29. The information from this qtla.rtcr is, fC"otn J.i.n. to Juno, very <lef'ecth··c. 

'l'he inference of the withdrawal of Ca.,Pta.in \Voorlburn's troops is ba.setl 011 the 
£a.et ot that otlieer having a.dvauood iu tho oad ot June from th.o Cn.nUCi.h'l.r 
side1 a.s rcla.tod in the toxt from his own despatch. 
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It ms thought likely that on hearing of the approach. of the Candahar 
troops the enemy might retire along the river's bank, and a shorl detour 
was resolved upon with a. viei"I' of meeting them. They continued1 how-' 
ever1 before the walls of the fort until Captain 'Voodburo appraa.ehed the 
Ifelmund1 and found that they were in possession of all the fords. The 
river, which at certain seasona of the yea.r is 350 yards wi.de, and from 2 to S 
feet deqp, is two miles from thtt fort. (30) The enemy appearing deter· 
mined to prevent Captain Wo?dburn from crossiag the strea.m, Ca.pt. Hart 
was directed to advance three miles up its banks about daybreak on the 4tb, 
to the ford of Sumboolee, and there cross, with the 2:d Janbazes, a.ad so 
move down upon the enemy while Captain Woodburn himself attempted 
to get over lower down, at a place where, according t() the assistant political 
agent, it was no more than knee deep. Ca.pt. Ila.rt ex0euted his portfoa of 
the movement with perfect success:, when, on advancing towards the insur
gent force1 he luckily discovered the mishap that had befallen Capt. \Vood
bnrn ! the so•ealled knee-d.eep ford, from the depth and rapidity of the water, 
proved impra.ctfoable, and hei waa cvndcmnet.I to see, from the high banks, 
the enemy's force draw11 up in order on tbe: further side~ while the Ja.nbazes 
were in danger of being attack.cdt aad cut off in detail. Captain Hart 
observing who.~ had happened, 't;\'85 able to retire and recross ia time. Ca.pt. 
'Voodburu~ with the rumainder of the foree, joined him at Sumboolee ahoHt 
eight o'clock iu the morning. The eoecny having observed. these movemenu, 
advanced up the farther bank of tho Helmund, anJ. posted themselves at the 
entrance of the ford right opposite to ou.r lroops. It was now excessively 
bot, and the men were fatigued with the march of the motoiog and pretio11S 
night, having been in motion for nearly twelve hours, so Captain "\Voodburn 
contented himself with tiring some roundashot, which compelled them to 
retire to a. respectflll distance, ImmeJjately on this he pitched his eamp 
close to the river, having re.so11ed Lo wait till the excessive heat of the day 
was over before eommencing a.n attack. The hills in the British rear were, 
for a mile up the Tiver, cro11a.ed with horsemen, who.sa d11ty it was to watch 
the enemy and give infor1nation of his movc:oeuts. About halfapast 4 the 
insurgents, it was observed, bega.A to get in motion. Lieut. Golding was de
tached with the Janba.z eava.lry to watch their progress aad prevent them 
from crossing the river. la the latter of these he failed io accomplishing 
his obje et, tho enomy baviog contrived to ford the Helmund considerably 
further up. They were now advancing in large bodies on the position of 
Captain 'Voodburn1 from which they were less than three milos distant. 
The British troops im.EDediately changed their gTOund, taking up a strobg 

SO. See Conolly's Travels)' vol. H., p, 38:1. This traveller visitGd Ghirisk 
and cronod tho Ilelmund lo October. 



278 

post on the left of tho campt the best whieb, under the cii-cumstanc:es., ap· 
pea.rod to be attalna.bl~. The guns were stationed betwixt the 4-tb and 5tb 
compaoies of the 5tb ffiadooslanee Infantry; the Janbaz regiments wera 
f<ttmad on either fl.a.nk1 and 200 horsemeq were placed in the rear to protect 
the baggage.. A large mass of the eoemy1s infantry were shortly after this 
seen passing towards the left of Captain Woodburn's force, which req1li.red 
him to make a considerable change in hi~ order or battle,-an alteration very 
sp9ed.ily accomplished,-all the troops, save the Ja.nbaz, moving with tbe 
steadiness and precision of a review. The attack was made with great bold
ness by tho insurgents., but was repelled by the well-directed Sre of the guns· 
and infantry; the es.eimy on pushing towards the- right, expeticnooJ a sirnl .. 
lar reeeption1 with results similarly disastrous to them. Large bodies of 
borne ancl foot 'vere now seen erowdiqg ~long the heights, and making for 
Capt. Hartts Janbaz, posted on tbe oi:treme right of the infantry. These tb.o 
assailants speedily forced back, driving them to the rear, and following their 
advantage close up to tb.e baggage.. Lieut. Clark@ now faced round tbo 
rear rank of the infantry, anJ poured a deadly fire on the enerny, compelling 
them to retire. 'Ihs rear was still threatened, the utmost exertions or thc
officers fa.ilcd in reeoveriog the Janbazes from their confusion. It became na
eesaary to move baek one of the guns, with the Grena.U.icrs of the 5thr 
to disperse the masses of Infantty and Cavalry now t.btcatenio.g tile ba.:;:gago. 
Nor was this effected, so determined were tbe assailants, until three rounds 
of grape a.nd a volley of mmketry ha.d been delivlflrcd within 50 paces of 
them, when they were fairly driren back. Captain Ha.rt a.nd Lieut&nant 
Golding were now directed to pursue the fugitives, ;qd scour the country 
around-but they were hurrying back, crowding ia upon the baggage,. and 
could not be induced to follow tbeir_lea.ders to the fiold,; The baggage was 
now placed withia some melon ground, so as to be easily gl'.!arded by tbe 
Infantry in ease of a night attack. The enemy again matle their appear .. 
a.nee in heavy masses about l l o'cloek at night,. a.nd kept pouring in a 
desultory and uselesa fire till moroicg, apparently with the view of distract-' 
ing att"ntion till they had carried. off' their dead. At sunrise on the 4th 1 

Lieutena.ot Golding was dispatched to observe the movements of the enemy: 
be found them strongly posted, and in considerablo strength, about two. 
miles higher up on the further side of the river. Soon after this they re-• 
sumed their retteat; aatl. Captain 'Vood.buro.'s force being too weak to. 
follow them pro~eeded to cross the river. This operation occupied soma 
hours, and not till 2 o'clock on the morning of tl1e 5th did tb.e convoy reach 
Ghirisk ~ the troops ha. viog for thirty hours scarcely rested. The J a.nbazes who 
conducted themselves so indifftirt1ntly, were a portion of the Affghall cavalry 
of the Sb.ala'a conti,ngeat. Theyoceasio.nally fought well, but their feelings were 
all oppooed to 1U-and they were never to be depended on. The rest of the 
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troops conducted thomsclv~s admirably: the British officers as wiu.a.l e:tpog• 
iag themselves to every dclnger, and submiuiog to every variety of fatigue. 
The enemy were believed to be at least 6000 strong; and though beaten, 
seemed neither broked nor disheartened, though aoo of them were understood 
to bav& fallen. They h&d lost three standards-and the 'Vi1lage• all &round 
were said to be fall of the wOiinded. Our casualties a.monnted to 12 killed 
and 28 wo11Ddet.1. In forward{ng an account of this gallant and decisive 
action, Captaie '\Voodbnro took oecasion stroogly to recommend tha.t rein· 
forcements should be sent to foliow up tbe present success, the Ghirisk de .. 
tachment betng m11ch too weak to take the field, with cavalry so little tru:Jt• 
worthy as the Janbazes bad just proved themsel-vest and the enemy still in 
such 15lrength in lbe neighbourhood. A force vra.s aeeordingly se.nt out 
under Captain Grifflu, con11isting ot four G .. poundet gu.ns under Captaii:t 
Cooper, a wing of the 2d ll•ngal N. I., a portion of the let Shah's infantry 
and 5tb cav-.Iry, under Captain 'Voodbnrn, with the let &nd 2d Janbaz: 
(cavalry) regulars, under Captain Hart and Lieutenant Golding-amounting 
in aU, besides artillery, to 800 sabres and 350 bayonets. On the afternooo 
-Of the 16th August, information was received that the lnsurgouts were in 
force near Khawlnd about ten tniles oft'. At 4 A. ll. our troops broke grouqd, 
and at 7 they came up wiU1 the enemy, atrongly posted in a saceession of 
small forts with walled gardens in front. The combined D<Jnr=-unee and 
Teeree troops amtJunted to &bout 5000 in all. Immediately on our a.d11ance 
they opened a heavy fire of jezails and matcblocke from the efficient cover 
behind which they had placed Lhemselve,.s. Af'ler a few skilfully delivered 
rounds of grape, parties were detached from the 2d Bengal N. I., and the tst 
Shah's infantry, to elear and take possession of the eDcl9-15uree. The 5th 
Shah's,(31) with. a. wing of the lst cavalry, deployed into line, aod advancing 
at double quick time, drove io a body of the enemy'& skirmis.hers concealed 
behind a range of broken walltt, and whose fire was becoming mischievous. 
Simultaneously witb. these thiogs, the enclosures in front of the column 
were .speedily and gallantly carried,, under a heavy tir~ of matchlocks, by 
two companies of the 2d Bengal N. I., led by Lieutenants Cooke and 
Trn•ero, supported by a party of the ls! Shah"• infantry, under 
Lieu:tenant Gardener. The enemy suffered severely in this charge
many of them resisting until ba.yooetted. The wb.ole of out troops 
now advanced with a view or attackiag the main body or the enemyt who 
were seen en massc in the rear of the gardene-but before the assault could 
take full efl'eet, some confusion being observed amongst them, Capt&ill 
IIart's Janbazes and the Shah's lst Cavalry charged and broke them, and 
pursued them for several miles, takin_g fearrnl vengeance upon them. (3'2) 

31. Captain Griffin's Despatch, 
32. C.pt&in <hitllu'• Despatches wrbaei1n. Lieut. Golding, who we dud 
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Prince Sufter Jung headed the pureuit in person. Lieutenant Goldlog'• 
Janbazes, who ha.d, till now~ been on rear~gu.ard duty with the baggage, 
were, by the reques.t ot their commanding officert and at their .own special 
desire, permitted to share in tl1e elcae of the fray- both these· regi
ments: .so conducted themselves on this occasion as cempletely to regain the 
character they had lost on the Helmuud. a month before. The enemyts 
resistance was stout and protracted-their position eminently favourable 
for defence; their casualties are s;aid to have amounted to betwixt 600 and 
700 killed, of whom 100 aro said to have fallen by the bayonet. (33) Our 
losses were somewhat severe, consisting of twelve killed, and 104- wouododt 
for the most pa.rt slightly. 

Tbis affair seems to have bceu ably planned, and gallantly conducted. 
Captain Woodburn, though up to this time requiring to be carried iu a litter 
io consequence ofa wound shortly before received, quitted his couch and ra .. 
mained througho11t the action on horseback at the l1ead of his regiment. 

As usual on occasions sucb as this, the enemy, when they fouad that 
they had been fairly beaten, and that there was no chance for them against 
the strong: and well organized force now in their country, dispersed, and 
left our troops without molestation. The couotry, however, wa.s still as 
far as ever from being tranquillized.-Akram Khan~ a ehief of the Teeree 
tribe, bad joined Ukbtar Khan just before the fight with Ca.ptain Griffin, 
and it WM against him we next prepared to direct our vengeance. 

On the J ltb of September, a force under Colonel 'Vymer, consisting of 
Sappers, Miners, and Bildars, under Captain Sanders, two IS-pounders 
and four 6 .. pounders-.the former with Ellropean a.rtilleryrneo1 Leesoo's 
horBe, and the 2d and 38th Bengal N.I., were Jitccted to proceed to the 
Tecree eountry to eollect tribute and chastise the refractory. Such was the 
scarcity of camels, that 1200 jackasses ha.d to do duty as draught and baggage 
catlle. Lieutenants North anJ. Conolly were the politicals in atteod.ance. 
•rbe Tceree country is 100 mil~s north of Candahar: it ha.d never till now 
been travelled through or sur~eyed by any European, much less trav.ersed 
by our troops, and nearly all that was known of it amounted to thia, that it 
was rocky, wild, and difficult of access, inhabited by a fierce and lawleAS 
popula.tion1 eminent1y disinclined to pay homage, allegiance, or tribute to 

fighting at f!:yghan in Oct. 1840; iu the Na.zian Valley in Feb. 1841 witlt. Col. 
Shelton; with Capt. '\Yoodbu!'ll at Ghirisk in June; and with Capt. Griffin 
in the Ghllzic country in August,-·wa.s, in November, murdered by the men 
of his own regiment, ''"ho rose in mutiny an<l went over to iho enemy. 

33. A correspondent of the D~lki Gazette, subscribing him.s<:lf '( Ricnz.i/1 

states the number at 700-thcro is t\ tone £>f exa.s-gera.t.i.on about the letter 
wllich leads us to doul>t its statements. We shou1d think OOO moro nvar to 
tho ma1·k than 700, tbough tho lattcr ia: adb.cre4 to by ~cvcrQl wl'it(,n~. 
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tlie Shah Soojaht or ta eonduct themselves towards their n~ighbour!. or their 
l"eringhec allies as peaceable and well .. disposeJ cilizens.(34) 'the d~taehment 
left on tb& i6th September, and General Nott shortly afterwards foUowe<l in 
person and took command. Oa the 2lst they reached a trem.eqdous moun· 
taln gorge at tl1e entranee to the Duramut valley: the utmost difficulty was 
experienced in getting forward the a.rtillery1 and the transit of the baitering 
guns occupied three days. Lieutenant Conolly with a small party of Jan
baz bor1e came by surprise on the Teeree cliief1 Akram J(han, and captllred 
him. He W&$ sent as a prl1ouer to Cabool1 and being sentenced to- death, 
wo.s blown from a gun. From the Teeree and Duramut valleys the jnbahi· 
tants fled on onr approael.J 1 so tba.t with the e¥.ception of the capture of the 
chief c.otl1ing wbatever was effected by it. It retnroed to Candahar on the 
2J. of October; and the l6th, 42.J, and 43d N.I., which had, from the be
Q'inoing of August, beoo under orders for relief, starteJ on tho 7th Nov. 
on L11cir return to lodi& by the Bola.n Pass. But the ia.su:rrecllon which 
proved so fatal to us had by this time broken out around Cahoot ; and wl1en 
three marcl•es oo their way towards Quetta.h, Colonel l\llfLareo1s brigade 
as this was called, was directed to return and endeavour to make their 
way to tho assistance of the garrison in the eastern capital i-tbcy started 
on the 17th November. In this tboy failed, having been compelled 
from want of baggage cattle, and the severity of the weather, to return after 
they were woJl on their way towards Ghuznie. It is not to be suppDi!ed 
th&t thb politicals were mad enough to diminish the streDgth of the army, 
notwithstanding the exigencies into which the state had now fallen in 
this scene of triDulation. H. M. 's 40th had been marched to Canda
har, and though .Beloocbistau was now at peace, and all thoughts of an 
expedition towards Herat abandoned, & portion of the force which ascended 
the Bola.n pass in April, still remained unemployed at Quettah. The 25th 
Bombay N. J. returned thither from l(olat, immediately after the corona
tion of Nussecr l{hau on the 3d October; so that, had the Bengal brigade 
returned to India, there still would ha.vo been a l~rger force abot'e the Bulan 
pa.ss to the westward of Ghnzuie, than bad at any time been thought neces
sary betwixt Nov. 1839 and Feb. 1841. (35) Bot we •re now approaching 

34:. Bengal Hwk<wu1 6fih and 15t11 October. 
35. The following retur:ii givea pretty exactly the strength cf Gen~ral 

Nott's army, including Colonel )l'Laren\'I Brigade, \?hich, on the lOth Dec., 
returned to Candahar from iM unsuooe.ssful attempt to succour Cabool. '£his 
enumeration does not inclnde officers; its force of all r.a.nka amounted to 8724~ 
(Blue Book, p. 171.) 

A 'r CANDAllAR· 
2 Tt()()pio of Shah's Borse ArUUer,. 12 six pr. guos •• ••••, ... ,, • • ... ...... 200 
§ Co. Foot A.rtilleYJ wi.tb Capt. Blood, 4 nine prs ............... ••• ......... •• 70 
2 Eighteen poundert ............ uu ........................... , ....... • • • ., ...... " 

U. M.'s 40th Regiment •• , ..... ,,,.,, ••••• , ........................................ 800 

Nl 
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that portion or Llie history of tho Dootannee alliance w11ieh spreads over 
too large a field f1.H' being at present entered on-which is so recent and so big 
with events of' unprecetlented moment. as still to be fresh in the recollection 
of lhe public; aotl with the <:ommao.cement of which tl1e present narrative 
must be concluded. 

rrhe pO$fS in "\VesterD Affghaolstan at t11is time occupied by our troops, 
Were Candahar1 Quetta, l{elat·i·Ghilzie, J{Bla .Abdoola, and Ghirisk, 'Vith 
sundry lesser sta.tions up and down t11e country i the latter of these were 
wisely called in as our troubles thickened around us: afterwards the 
troops at Kil la. Abdoola. fell hack on Quettah, except tbose belonging to tl1c 
Shah's service wl10 deserted us, and ultia1ately the three garrisons first 
named a1011e remained i11 position. 'fhey maintained themselves right glo· 
riously till it was resolved finally to abaotlon the country. 

Turning shortly to Cabool, we find the same incessant disquietude pre
vailing here to the end with which the whole country, from firi;t to last, l1aJ 
been afilioted. The garrison itself was so strong, a.nJ troops so easily available 
to more in any direction. tllat fro1n the tirnc of the victories of Colonel 
Shelton in the Nazian "ValleJ in February, no confliet of any moment hail 
oocurred. 

:2nd Bengal Native Infantry ••• , ....................................... '" ... •••..... 8.S() 
JGdl do ••• do .... , .......... , ....... u••••••• .. ·• ,. •H••'"''"''''''".,'''''''""'' 850 
3d1h do,, do. (one whtg) ........... ,,,,,., 0 ,, 0 ,..,.,., .......... n ....... ,. ,. ··•·• 451) 
42nd do,, do.,, •• ,,,,,,., ... _ • , ............ , ............................ , ........ 850 
43rd do ... do,, .......... , , , .............. , ........................................ 850 
lst Shah's [ofan1ry ............. ,_ .... , ........ , ........ , ........................... 500 
2KJ dc ...... do ..• , ............ , ........... , ............................................ 500 
5tll do, •••• do .... , ................ , ......... , .................. ,, .................... 50() 
lst do ...... Catalry ........... , ....................... , ......................... ,,,., 500 
One Sq1.1adron SkinneT~S HorsE",,,u •••••• , ......................... ,,, ............ 30{) 

722-0 
2 l.igbteen pounders. 
2 sis J4., with ~ Co. European Artillerymen .......... , .... , •• ,, • • 7CY 
3t'd Sbab's Infantry ......... u ......................... , .......... , .............. ,.. .500 
Wing of 38~h Bengal N. 1 .............. , ••• ,., ,.,.,.,,,.,, ........... ~···•, ...... 45D 

1020 

'rotal ra.nk and :file, 8240 

The force at Qucttalii. according to tho Blue Book, at this time, consisted of 
two strong na.tivc regiments (say 1700 men), t'W'o 9-prs. 'l\'it.b European artillery, 
two 9- p1·a. of' the Bolan ltangcrs, with 1\1ajor Southeby's company of Europea.11 
artillerymen, jn alt about ~200 regular troops; so tb.a.t~ above the Pa~u~cs~ 
there wero nearly 111000 men to tho westward of Gbu.znie when the insurroo
tion began, and about ::i.r:i many more to tbe eastward, includiof.r Sir R. Sale's 
brigade of 2273~ tbo Ch.M"okar GoorkaWs of eoo, and t.bo Ghuznto garrison, the 
27th N.I. 
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In the beginning of September an expedition ha.ti been arra.oged for the 
usual purposes of punishiog the refractory, and collecting tribute. A de· 
taehmenl wa.s ordered to proceed to llle Zoormut valley, consistiug of two 
bund1·cd 1nen of H.M.'s 44th, the bth Bengal N.I., ono Shah's regimentt a. 
detachment of sappets and miners, with two iron a.od four br:iss guns. (36) 
The mountaib tro.ia, under Captaia Abbott, with two t~n-inch mortars, ac
companied the force, and which was, for its magnitude., unust1ally well sup· 
plied with artillery, the kh1g'3 regards for bis subjects being rnanift'!slcd. 
by knockio~ down 1he strongholds when ho could not manage to seeurc or 
slaugl1ter 1l1e inhabitants. On the 27th of tl1e month the wl1ole moveJ for
~ ard, under command of Colonel Oliver, towards the mouth of the Zo()rmnt 
valley, resolved that not one stone should be left standing on another ia the 
cou.a.try of tho rebels, Captain Hayt when in the same neighbourhood 
collecting tribute shortly beft.tre, had endeavoured to persaade the Zoormut 
chief to disjoin himself from bis trlond) a much more notorious malcontent 
and enemy of the Shah than even 11itnself. llis counsel& had been responded 
to by a shower of $tones and torrents of abuse; and after rei,lying 10 this by 
our usual r0tort1 a few rouads from his sh::.p0under guns, he round bimseLf 
too '\1eak to proceeJ fnrther1 and so withdrew. This was the hnmedta.te 
cause of the dispatch of an expedition of soe~ mag'ttklide as the present at 
this late period cf the year. Tbe valley was, as ia the case of the expedi
tion lo Tceree by General Nott, abandoned by its inhnbitaats, and the force 
returaed to Cabool on lhe l7th October without baviog fired a &.]lot. (37) 

It has already been statell that io the course of the spriug anJ a:ucnmer of 
~8t1, about 1100 men were permitted to reUre from Affghanistan,-oearly 
40-00 of a reinforcement having been sent to the eastern capital. 

It h<4d been resolved on the arrival of the brig!lJ.e of Colonel Sbclton at Ca.
boo} in J nly, Lhat that of Sir R. Sale, whose tcr1n of service bad now expired, 
should return to InJia. By this oxchange of 2000 men abo~t to be with
drawn for upwards of 3000 which had beiln sent, the Army in Affghanist.an 
would still havo been permanently iacreased.(39) Shaul:~ the forco nt Cahool 
appear to \lave been too- much weak~ned, 11.M.'s 9th, with twa natiYe regi-· 
menu, were ordefcd to be in readinejs to take the place of Sal&'s brigaUe.(39) 

36. Delhi Gazette, 0(ltober. 
37. JJelhi GazetteJ 17th November. 
38. lJombay Times Overland Sunlm:ary, Dec. J, 1841, The Drigade of Colonel 

Shelton, it 'vill be recollectod, consisted of H.l\L'a 4lth and thc27th and 6tth 
N.l., ,.,ith Horse Al'tiUcrr, &c. i tha.t of Sir R. Salo, ot H.M.'s 13tb, and the 
16th,Mth,and 37th N.l. 'l'ho luth, af!1vill be remembored, had, in July, been 
sent lo l\luldoor, 60mtles from Ghuznic in tho western Ohilzie country. and had 
arrived at Canda.har on 25th of Augast, hein;r destined to form part of Colo .. 
nol 1Joolaren~s Brigade about to rcLurn to India. by the llola.n t>ass. 

39. lllue !look ofl813-No. l. 
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Tho Dooranneo allianoe had now so oomplctely drained the treasury that 
the Government of India were eo.mpelled to enjoin economy in every quar
ter. Ao accumulated surplus of ten millions sterling(40) in the hands of Gn· 
vcrnment somet.ime after the war began, had been entirely e:spended: an an~ 
nual surplus revenue of a milliou and a half, which had existed io 1836, had, 
in 18.J.O, been ex<!hanged for a. deficit of aboTe two millions and a qnarter ;{ 41) 
and so severely were the finances at Caleutta pressed, that a stoppage of 
payment at Fort '\Villiam in September W&S a.tone time ctinte:mplated by the 
Supreme Count":il.(42) 

The autb.orities in Affghaaistan had, like those throughout India. been 
naturally urg6d to husband th<l'ir means with the utmost care. The revenues 
of the country were in the last degree na.rrow., and while we seemed to con .. 
template bearing the burthen of tho army of tranquillization for au indefinito 
period, the instructions given the envoy that boyoad this be was not in f11ture 
to rely on as1s.iatance from the British treasury, left Do aJterna.tive but to a.t .. 
tempt retrenchment in the only quarter where this seemed practicable.(43) 
The department in which reduction was commenced was in the pension of 
£8000 a-year allowed to the Gbilzie.s of the eastern passes for the free trau.·· 
sit of troops, stores, and merchandize. It was resolved to curtail this by a 
half, and the country was- in con!cqueoce in a. blaze in a. merneat. The re
monstrance& of the chiefs wtre in a great measure disregarded, and they at 
once proceeded to take matters into their own hands.. A kaffila wjth property of 
.£2000 in value. was seized at. Tezeen on its way to Cahoot. The roads ,.,-ere 
stopped, and all communication with llindostau entirely cut off. Tbe Envoy 
appeared to despise the danger oftbe insurrection. He induced Gen. Elpbia .. 
stone to dispatch the 3Sth. N.I., with a. couple of gun,., to clea.r the way to Jel· 
Jalabad. l'bey were stopped a.t llhoodhak as they entered the passes i aud, 
aftet a severe struggle1 found themselves unable to proceed till joined b)' ll. ~I. 
J.3tb. The fighting eontiuued almost without iuterruption tiH they tcaehed 
Gundamuoek, and afterwards Jella1abad, where they were shut up for six 
montbi;. Such was the commenccrncnt of the general Gllilzic iosurrection1 -

a movement in many of its c:hacter1sartics uuprecedooted an101lgst the fickle 
and iocohcreot hordes of Asi~ uuparaUelod in the amount of calamity it oeca
sioned us, and in the nature of the retribution cx.aetod after our misfortunes 
had come to an end. 

40. Parli::i1neutary paper ; also :'tla}or Ilough on the l'inunccs of India.. 
41. Sil· It. Peel'"' speech, lluusc ot· Cow1nuns' Debatc.s, llth March, 10!2. 
42. Statement of tfie llon'bl~ l\lr Bird~ Senior Mc1uher of t.."'ouncil, given in 

tl,c lettct of Sir H. Willock to Lord Abcrdt!cn, Sept. lt!.41.-Coloilial Maga
zlne. 

43. Sir \V. l\Iacna.ghten'1.1 tl1;spatch1 Oct. 2~. ni1,1c Dwk of I~-!3i page 8, 
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HAVING thus drawn our narrative to a close,-for, with the occurrences 
just mentioned the &ystem of poliey which we had for three years attempted 
to carry out may be said to have been brought to an end,-tho war of ag .. 
gressioo haviDg boen changed first into a struggle in our own defence, a11J 
finally into a war of vengeance,-& r~w general observations may be per
mitted as to the coocomitants and consequences of what must be rBgardcd 
one of the wildest adventures in which any Govoromont ever was engaged. 

It will have been seen from the preceding pages: that betwixt November 
1839, wben the armies of Sir J. Keane and Sir ·r. \Villshiro quitted Aifgha
oisfan, till November 18!1, when the Ghilzie insurrection made it& appear• 
aoce, our troops. varytng in nllmbers fron1 firty to two tbousantl, had been 
on thirty .. four several occasions engaged with the enemy; that ,.,,e had had 
1500 killed and wou11dod, a.nd bad slaugbtereil about 50:10 of the insurgouts. 
This was in addition to the 2500 already enumerated as having fallen iE'I the 
first campaign, so that fcom February 1839 till October 18,1, we had stain 
about 7600 Atfghanst yet we marvclte<l at their logratitude lo not rcquiting 
with attachment the blood relationship we had established. The connexion 
was cemented by the sacrifiee of above .5000 more in the course of th• sue .. 
ceediog year 1-12,500 in all. About 18,000 of our own army, and cam11 
fullowers had been destroyed before Decomber2 1842. '\Ve ha1lin the course 
of this period, lost about flfty British officers, of whom nearly one· half 
bad fallen by the sword. The names of twelve killed in Belooehislan 
have a.lrea.d_y been given: those who fell in Kohistan or near Jelialaba.tl 
are .as follows :-Captain Douglas, Dr Lord 1 Lieutenants Co Hinson, Conolly, 
Broadfoot, Crispin, and Pigou. 'Ve have not been able to make up a 
complete list of those who died from elimatic causes. During Lord Keane'11 
campaign we had lost 32 officers, of whom one WM killed in action, throe 
wounded by the enemy1 three were burnt, and one drowned; about half the 
rest dietl from natural causes, the otbor half fell victims to the climatel
oearly o.oe llundr_ed officers having perished in the ~ountry before the insur ... 
rectioo. We bad on thirteen several occasions been unsuccessful: by these 
not only dispiriting our troops, but iojuriug the character for irresistibility 
we had hitbcrto maintained, and wbieh is so often more than half' the battlo. 

No official retura.s of tlie precis~ cost of the Alfkhan war havo yet ~en 
published, but we have: sufficient data to eoable us to make a very elose ap
proximation to this. The earliest estimate in point of date which has been 
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attempted, tl1at of the Bomba!/ 1'imes of Jttly 18!1, comes singularly ne1r 
Lhe truth. The ccst of the first year's ~mpaign is set down at nine tnillions 
starling, that of each suceeedi11g year at three: these were deductions front 
the known charges of the troops, the sala.ries of politieal agents, aod the pay 
allowed to the tri!Jae. Ily tl1e Parliamentary papers since publisl.eJ, it a1>· 
pears that there was ten millions of accumulated surplus in the various trea .. 
suries of India wl1en the war began. Kot only 1vas this entirely ex:penllett 
by the end of the year l84l, but Govern~n~ required a loan at a.n un
usually high rate of interest, by which abGut five mHlions more were raised. 
Sir R. Peel stated in Parliament on the lJth ~larch ld4.3~ that there bad boen 
for some years just before the commencement of t.Le war a surplus teYcnue 

of somowhat above a. million sterling annually. The domestic government 
of Lord Auckland was~ if not parsimonious, far from extrava.ga11t or wasteti.11 : 
and as tbe revenues of India have for soma years beeo growing in productive .. 

ness. we must suppose tliis surplus, amounting betwh:;t 183$ and 1841 to 
four millions, to have been absorbed in the one vast Urain that wa.s carrying 
oft' all our wealth. On theso facts, and this assumption, the cost of the Doo· 
rannee allianee up to the time of the siege of Cabool will bo ftJund to l1:ivo 
amounted to betwixt seventeen nn!l hvtinty tniUions at the hn,.-cst estimate, 
without taking interest into account at all. 

But tha enormous loss of treasure thrown away without any hope of pe
cuniary return, was only a portion of the financial evil, Tha whole of the 
money sent from Iodia to Aft'gliaoistan was so in the sllape of coinedsihrer
it was upeaded there on baggage·ca.ttlej forage) provisions 1 commis1ariat 
slores, .-nJ. other matters whicl1 tbe country itself suppliell.. Nearly a. mil~ 
Ii.Du sterling went for camels alone, of \vhom upwards of 70,000 were sacri
ficed within the period referred to. The Affghans are not a commercial people, 
and their trade wit11 tl1e countries below thlfll monnta.ioe never in all ap
pears to have amouoted to a. million annually in gross value, if it ever came 
-up to anything like this. It was just beginning LO set in the direction of 
Iiindoslan when it was fairly turned by us i the imports from Rl1Ssia by 
the Herat frontier, ha\•ing-, aeeordiog to Sit Ale:ta.nder Burnes, more 
than doubled from 1838 to IS&l. Such was one of the most natura.1 
and foreseeable results oC uur interference. '\VithoQt any exact means 
of estimatiog, tho conjecture that fronl fou.r to five millions sterling was 
withdrawn in specie from tbo currency of India to which it hu not yet, 
nor will for many year!, retutCJ, may probably be fouad within tbe truth. 

The more the matter is examined, the more difficult it is to discover by 
what process of self.Jelus'.on it wu that the projectors or advocates of the 
Dooranoee alliance couhl for a. momeot persuade thernsah·es that the 
rest.oration aod maintenance of tho Shah Soojah on tllo throne, co1\ld 

conduce to any one of the ends we professed ourselves anxious to attain. 
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Assuming, for argument's sake, that whieh we know to be either unproven, 
improbable, or utterly untrue--tha.t Herat was. lllcant to booomo a Ros• 
5Jan outpost-that Dost 1\fal101netl was Jotermined to r-ecover Pesha'lfur 
and attach himself to the Ciar, wit11011t regard to our interests, wishes, 
or friendship, yet it seems impos&ible to discover by what process we 
supposed tl1at matters, in any one of those respects, save tluat of Peshawur, 
which concerned us not, was to be one whit improved. 

It was apparent from the beginaingJ to all who ehose to open their eycEF., 
tbat in the person of the Shah Soojab was oo inherent potency or virtue 
to repel Russia or draw the tribes around him ;-that by out arms and re
sources, expended directly in ... "'-fFgbanistan, and enc11mbered and deadened 
by the very partiea lb.e thorough efficiency of who5e assistance was the only 
tiring which, under any circumstances, could have rendered l11e Doorannee 
alliance in the moat remote degrco desirable, must the Northern Autocrat 
be repelled should he dream of advancing. 

Copious ex.tracts have already been given fron1 a report laid before tha 
Ent.oy by Sit' Alexander Burnes, on the 7th August, 184.0.(44) The fuUow· 
ing from a letter to I\lr Secretary Torrens1 by the Envo1 in hsuding this 
up to Government, will throw light on the difficulties experienced at the 
-commencement of tbc new reign:-

To H. Tonu&Ns1 EsQ.,_ Ojfi.cjating SM;reta.ry to tM Gc~1arn1nant of lndla. 

SIRr-1 was about to submit my sentiments to Government on tbe present con .. 
dition and future prospects of this count1y, whe11 I receiv-ed a paper, of which the 
at:companying ia a copy, from Lieutenant Colonel Sir A. Ilurne!1 to each Para. oi 
"hicb I bave ar.nexed my e-0mments its being the most con'l'enieru foTIU of showing 
wherein I agree, and whel'ein I diff~r, wltb that officer, 

2nd, It will be seen that tbi& paper reached me originally in a private form, 
but wilh the permiasion of Sir A, Burnes I hav-e plac~d it o;i record, aa was done 
with bis former paper writteu in Februar1 fast on ailnilar s.ubj ect5. 

ad. In 1bia paper Sir A. Burnes ha3 enumerated all the defeeta of the present 

Government, and the dangers to which OUT position is exposed. or the defeet.i, no
dtlng certainly ha1 been estenuated1 but wbt>n they are ~igbcd h would be but 
fair to take into conroideration tbe difficulties by which we ha•e btiell surrounded 
from the time of the assumptigon of authority by His l\.Iaje5ty up to the present pe
riod. Oi the daoser$ to which W<;? are exposed from the perpetual intrigues of $CCret 
foes in our front and in our tear, I have already, I fear, writtell too much. 

4th. No ;;ooner was Bia Majesty 5eaLed on bis throne than bis attention wa1 at .. 

uacted to the neeessity of sending an 8xpedltion against the rebellious Ghiljee 
Chiefs, and against th~ ll'eacherous Khan of Kelat. '\Vhilst these operationi were 
going on, His Majesty was anxiously c.,.nsldering the best uiea:o.s of frustrating t.h~ 

4-1. Yide ante, pp. 164 .. 169. 
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1n:1.1:hi1111tio11:s of Dost. f\lahomed Kho14 antl before they were brought to a conciu· 
t-ion be was eompelleJ to proeeed to Jellalabad. 

5tb. \Vhilst oi;i his way to that pl!lCe, Ilia ){ajcsty wa1 infonn(!d of tbe ir1si1r .. 

rection oflhe KhJber tribes i and hardly had this been suppr(!B!IUJ by negotiatiun, 
when the rebellion broke out in IC.oonner. Nelli~ followed our own negotiation 
with a Yiew of eonci~bth'1g Saadut. Khan, Azcez Khan, and other disaffected -0-bief•• 
And just. before His Majesty quitted Jellalabad tD return lo CabooJ the disturbances 
broke out in Bajore wbieh have noi yet been quieti,d. 

6th. Imrnedfutely after liis 1\tajestJ's re,urn to Cabool it became necessary 10 

u11ke measures for coerciog the Ghiljees a second ttme; and scarcely had this objeQt 

been effected when tbo disturbances in the neighbourhood of (}uettn a11d Kelat de
manded his anent.ion. 

'ltb. Whe-n it is con&idered that all these occurrences, aod many others of minor 
importance, were crowded into the brief space of one twelve month) it. mast be ad
mitted that His Majesty has quite enough to Occupy his attention without t.he set
tlement of the intern21.I affairs of h.is kingdom, In his efforts for the improvement 
of these, I know that His Mojes~y 11ai been indefatigable. Governors, with their su .. 
bordinate officers, have been appointed to the different dia-tricts ; I-lls Majesty himseif 

e"amtnes bie treasure aecounts 1 and superinWnds, in conjunction. with Capt. Trevor, 
the mu:;ter of hio Troops. All objeel.ionilble taxe11 have been abolished, and Ilis 
Majesty invariably ovinecs the greatest Q.n:K.iet1 that justice ahauld be dGne to an 
bis subjeeu. Ilia M11.jesty sits it1 Durbar every morning. except Thursday. for obout 
two bo11rs, and listens with the greatelit piltience <o the representati.on! of hii clll<?fs. 
One day is set apart for hoaring the complaints of all t.hose who may allege 
that t..bey have not received tedr'ess from the Btlthorities to whom their eases ha l'e 

beeu referTed. 
Sth. Though stern in the execution of justice, (as was e1emplified onty the 

other dsy in tbe ell.Se of the murderer in whose pardon so mu~h infhience wa1 e~ .. 
ertf!'d,) yet H•~ !-:l11oje$tf i.s merciful allll kind~bearted in the extreme i and if tbtt per~ 
sonal qualities ofa monmh could ensur':! popularity, Shah Shooja could not fail to 
obtain it. lty longer experience ol Hiil l\Iajest,v's character mGre thoroughly eo11 .. 
•in~s me of the- truth of what I ha1e already a11serted, that there is not an abler, 
or bettet man, than himself in all bis dominions. 

Oth. But liis Majesty 1a.bours under peculiar and complicated diffi.eultiea, the 
foremost ofwbichis hb connexion with us. We have placed hirn l[)ftbb throne, 
but it will be s-ome ttme bef<>re our motivelJ in doing so are thoroughly under1tood. 
There are many who will11ll1 miaunder&t11.11d them. The dilference of our religi
on is, of e<1une, I.be chief cause of antipal.hy on the part or t.hepeople. The Alf
ghans are a nalion ofblgott. Besides an intolentiee of our creed thent i1 an iQ
tolerance of our customs~ and it behoves us therefore to be very wary in our at .. 
tempt& at innovation : nor ougbt ite1er to be forgot.tea that a system, though ex<:el
lent in i;seJf1 Qlay not be good as applied to thil eountry, nor though good, may it 
be such as to admit t.he due appreciation nf its ar:lvant.agf:!s, It. requires Lh.a most 
.cautious steering to retrain, on the one side from alarming: vopular prejudi~, and 
on the other from Ieiving th@ Government in tl1e same imbecile state in whieb we 
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found.it : a "safe foundation has been laid ror improving the natural 1tu!Dgth of the 

country, but on this subject I shall sbordy do myself the honor of submitting a &e~ 

parate report. 
JOth. It would be iinpotsible lo enu1nerate the 9ariou~ difficulties with \J'hich 

the Rriti.sb Representath-e has daily to contend iu this country. Our enemies trr 
to impress the people with a belief that we are the rulers of 1he eOuntry. We 
must necessarily iuterfere on 'iome ~c4sion1, a,nd the risk of e:rceeding or falling 
short oF the ek!Mlt. inediu1n is of daily {I m•1 alm'>at eay of hourly) occurrence. 
There are bther minor -cause11 which operate against us : we have raised the price 
i)f provhions by increasing the number of coasu1ners1 aad the quaatity of the cir. 
eulating medium, and th"' incon,.enience from tbis unfortunately tells chiefly on c.lte 
two cla1seri of the greateat i1dluem:e-Ut1e priesthoodJ and tbe military,-wbo ha't'e 

611ed s'ipends. 
l l1b. His Majesty bas found an Aug~n 1table of iniquity to c:J('anse. He has 

tQ def~t the accumulated impurities of thirty years. D1ttl.ng the whole of thtt 
periodt all bas be"'~ anarchy, and what little of government tl1ere wa!, bas been 

cbit-fl.y supported by a systero lilf pe,didy and iusassination. It is notorious by 
these means alone that Dost llahomed Khan wu able to prop up the little power 
be ptlli~ssed beyond the gates of Cabool. The moJt virtuous Atfghan wonld deelll 

it no sin to break faith with a rebel ;. and a.Massination, a; a meat1.s of conquest, 
was of daily occurrence. B.is 3-Iajesty has not been e&empt fsom. those ineon,e
nie1;1c:es which ordinarily beset testored monarchs. 1Ih1 old r<:it.ainers were in ... 
8atiable i:o their want!J, and his new adhert!:nts entertained t.he mc;ist sanguine t>X"' 

pectationri: of reward for their desertion; whils~ all looked forward to the appear· 

ance of so1ue miraculous change in theil' favour. l'ite splendour or the ancient 

monarchy was re•ived in the recollection of all; whilst the kingt sueceedirig to a 
dfa1nembered moruirchy impo•erisbed by t.be snuggle whi1Jh placed him on the 
throne, as well aa by the loug~c<1ntinued syStem of grinding opp1e!lsion which pre
.c:eded i;he rt;storatfon1 found himself without tbe means either of rewarding bi!i 

friends or conciliating h11 en.-emie1>. 
121.h. It eippear8 lbat even at tbe tline ofllr. Eiphinstone's mission1 (p. 49) the 

Dooraonee Lordli were averse lo an &llianee 1vith the Briti:'!h Go,ernment, Whfoh 

might sttengthen the king to the detriment of the arUtocrlleJ· How much mote 
averse must lhey now be to such an alliance after having participated w-itb Dl>3t 
Maborned, almost on equal terms, in the s{>Oils or the country ? They are now 
powerless1 and 'bey foe\ that evot:ry addiLion~1 $ecurity we grant to His. Majest1, 

le!.sens their own censequ~nee~ 
13tl'i. I bave oQ more than one occasion stated the great facilitie1 which exist 

for disturbing the peace of this count,)'. The people I have de.seribed as being 
rapaciouil, bigotteJ. and eredulaus. Sikh Agent' with ~ii.h gold can ea:iilt set t.be 
wh~e country int.o ~ flame by taking advan1age of their position, hy power and 
off'ets of money, and by artful app!:!als to- the religious prejudices of the people ; 
whilst the mountainous nature of the country, and the prc11alent notion.s of boo pi .. 
talilf whioh preYent the people from giving up a refugee however crimin.al1 rea

der it o work of inDnite ditticulty to root out the dieturbcers. of the publi~ Lrau-
quillity. 0 1 
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14tb, 'l'htre i.s Ollet and only one, remed7 for all these e1ih, namely, to deprive 
those of the pOW'el' wbo have the will to injure us, The Sikh Feudatoriea on one 
side1 and the lferat authorities on the other, should be for ever deptived of 
the meal\a of moler.ting us~-Usuch a vjgorous policy as: this should suit our con
venience, it ivould further be recommended by proving to the world that there 
was no erigirial miscalculation taken of the Yiska to be run in the bold and saga. 
cioua. measures ot the Governor Generol, but thai all the evUs wbfob have hap
pened were as une.lpeeted as they are unde!ierl'ed,-tbat they are attributnble to 
the perfidy of pretendt!d friends, which could not of course be either foreaeen or 

provided agoin&t• 
l5lh. I have now en1.1tneratetl the principal events which have Occurred in tbh 

country since His .Majest1ts accession to the Government ;-I have reeapitulalttd, 
as auceinetly as wai in my power, tbe ebi9f obstacles whicb have arist!n to th~ suc

eeuful adm.inistl'ation. of affairs ;-and I have eodeavoured to ahow that the 
e:sisting •tate of things is as prosperous as, undei: all circumstances, could reasona 

ably have been espected. 

16th. I would now respectfully se1ieit the expression of His Lordship i.n Coun
eilts opinion as to the course of policy which [ ha11e pursued. I am of opinion that 
it would be impolitie to alienate Hi11 !lajeily's affcctioos by suddeuly and harehly 
calling 11pon him to dismiss the eomparatively small number of armed attt!ndants 
whom be is desirous of retaining about hii! own person ; espeeUilly when it is clear 
that we ihou1d have to supply their plaee by troops of th~ contingent, who have 
.already more du.tiers than 1.bey can perform, and whose discipline would be ruined 
by such emplo1ment. 

17th. I am of opinion t.bat it is the duty of the British repreeentative here r;i .. 

ther to watch. ca:tefully for opportuniU~s of sugge.sdng reform, and to treat His 
Majesty with all possible considera.tiou, than to urge sweeping iuoovation, or to 

assume towards His Majest1 llD)'thing like a tone of dictation, Such proceedings 
wou.ld reduce Ilia D-Iajes.ty to the condition of a cypher. and would afford to our 
enemies the meiins of sucee!lsfully propagating rep&rts to our prejudice, o.nd to the 
effect that our design hi to &eiu: the Goveromen:t of the coun,ry. I am of' opinion 
(and if wrong I hope to be corrected) that h is preferable to work at minor abuses~ 
which are iallerent in every Eastern Monarchy, tban to exercise frequent. and 

autharitati'e iuterfurenee, the good effects of which would be at l~:;t proble. 

matie;il. 

l8tb, It has been my principle therefore to turn a deaf ear to all trifting com· 
plaints that ate brought to me, and to refer the coropl&ioants for rE:dtese to their 
lawful 10't'ef4:ign1-deeming it of paramount importance to our io&el'e9UI that Ilis 

M1tje.uy1s authority should be felt a:nd respected. 

19tb. Where complaints appeared to me to be of such a nature 11 1eriousl7 to 
involve tbe interests or reputation of Hia Alajesty,s Government, I have never 
failed to bring them privately to His Majesty1s noticej aoil I liiave not unftequent• 
Jy found those oomplaiQt1 utterly destitute of fouudation. 
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!!OL11. Though Cully aware of the difficulty of making a propCi: solution, l bav• 
r.ever ceased to urge upon Uis Majesty the great impllrtance of selecting a competent i 
ininister, ofrt;!fOrming bis army, and of reducing his expenditure within the limits 
of his income. Th1;1se and other objecto will be gradually attained by kind and 
persevering counsel. Tb•s is. not a country in which. our objects are to be attaina 
ed per- .taltum : Hi11 rrlajesty1a wfahes must meet with some little attention. The 
prl"judices oC 'he peopte must b1;1 NSp1;1c,ed1 minor abuses must be overlooked, and 
our p_ro"edings at every step must be guarded by caution, temper, and forbear~ 
ance. 

Augu>I !OU., 1640· 
{Signod) W. ll, l\{A.CNAGllTBl'f, 

The tlrst portiorv-of this is a justification or extenu.a.tioo of tho errors into 
which Government had fallen, as enumerated by Sir Alexander Burnes: iu 
point of fact it affords precisely the picture tl1at was at tb6 time drawn by the 
opponents of the Doorannee alliance, and which was repudiated and de .. 
nouneed by its supporters as gloomy n.nd exaggerated-just a. representa• 
tion of that state of affairs, for which. at the com1nencement of the expedi· 
tion, the Go'1eruraent ought to have been prepared ta look. Yet at this 
time, with these dooumonts io their possession, the ~linistry a.t homo de
picted everything as bright and sunshiny : the halcyon clays of Alfi:;bao 
tran.quilllty were hastening on i the gohlcn age of tl•o Dooranneo civiliza
tion was at ha.nd; and it but required a few years continuance of that 
blessed peaee and prosperity which was ru.ining the armies, draining the 
treasury of India, and filli11g Centrnl .Asia with tumult and slaughter, to 
prove that the Suddozye alliauce was one of the miracles of modern 
statesmaoship r A miracle it was most assuredly, but in the opposite sense 
to that in which il waf!I intended to be understood as such by those wb() so 
<::haracterised it. 

It. bas already been stated 1 that the vast majority of the newspapers of 
India. wert>, from the beginning, mo11t hostile 10 the Affghan war; and now 
that we ean look back on tho occurrences which 11.:ive happened within the 
Inst four ycars1 and compare then1 with the 3nticipations formed of them by 

the pres1, t.he extr;1ordinary accur;;icy wit}• which tl1eir prophecie!I ba1e been 
rc;1lize1} ocea.sinns less admiration of the sagacity of the writerf!I thiao astonish
ment that wbat was so obvious to the gllides or representatives of public 
opinion should have been sQ- utterly lost sight or by Go'1ernn1ent. 

Not only is this most marvcllons, hut stiH n1ore so in tl1e apathy mani· 
fested by the ministry and peovl~ of .England at the fearfol 'varnings the 
events of each su<:ceetling rnonth supplied. In 1\lay 1841 the Bombay Time& 
published a corrected list of tLirty .. three actions io \vl1ich our troops had 
been engaged during tbc preceding twelve months, in lhirtee.n of w11ich they 
had been unsuccessful i and two months anerwarJs a.n account current drawn. 
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up on tbe facts &applied by the Go11ernment Gazette} the ..:4lmana~A, sµd 
the Army List, from which it appeared, that up to that dato twcl,·e mil~ 
lions 1terling had been expended,- and three millions annually hardly covered 
the current eharges of the Doorannee alliance. Tbe paper referred to wa.s at 
this time extensi"1ely circulated in Eagland, yet not one of theae fearfully 
alM'ming facts, or the inferences deduced from them, that the hour of our 
compulsory retirement or expulsion from Affghanistan was then drawing 
rapidly near, occasioned the slightest attention. '\Vithin ten months, tl1e 
gloomy, but unheeded auguries, wore all realized.(45) 

This was the period 0£ the general election of June and July 1841, 
when the merits of the measures, foreign and domcstic1 of both p&rties are in 
general pretty keenly canvassed, About thia. time Lord Palmerston, in ad~ 
dressing the electors of Tiverton (46) 1 took infinite credit to himself and his 
colleagues for the exeelleney and thorough success of their p-0liey towards 
Affghanistan, which CQUntry be described a& so perfectly tranquillizf!d, and 
so entirely satis6od with our management, that Englishmen might tra.1el 
from the ooe end of it to the other without fear of danger or annoyaoce. 
At tbis very time the papers ia the archives of the Board of Control, to
which the foreign secretary had access, flhowed that1 from the hour we l1ad 
entered the country, it had been one scene of incessant l>loodshed aod 
turmoil, that the chiefs whom we subsidized were the only ones who main
taiDed even the semb}anee of submission i and that our soldiers dared ·not 
venture beyond sight of tbe sentries without perilling their lives. Y-ct 
these observations of Lord Palmerston's,-which., jn India, were received 

45. The Lo»don Time1 and the S[l6Ctator are at this time tho only paper a which 
sccmad to; be fully alive to tbe momentou.s "'arnings then so universally 
neglected, and which, if attended to, might have saved the ex.penditure of so 
much blood and treasu1·e. 

46. Tho following extract is from the ne\vspaper report of tbe famous 1.'i .. 
vcrton Speech of June 1841. A~ the time it was delivered Lord Palmerston 
n\ust have been n.wa:re of the doeumentii: in the hands of the Doard of Controul, 
giving accounts of Shelton's operation• in the Nazia.n valley-of the general~ 
discontents in Kohist:1.n-the three separate expeditions then on foot betwixt 
Candahar and Ghuz.nie-thc victories of li'arrin~ton aud 'Yoodburn on the Hel
mund, with the preparations for Captain Gr1ffin,s oxpcdition-the Noosky 
expedition-the affair of Kojjack.and general movement of tl10 troops in Scinde 
and Sha.wl-thc uniyersal marching and coutlterma.rching of detachments 
throughout the country, occupied as they \Vere in five simultancoWJ. or imme ... 
diate)y consecutive campaigns a.round J ellalabad, Kelat.i.Ghilzie, Ghirisk, 
Noosl,y, and i:hc Seebeo country. The Foreign Secretary: m~ut cit.her have 
spoken irbnicnlly1 or desired to a~ccrtain how tar the credulity of the people 
might be taxed. It mnst have been gratifying to hilu to disooYor, tllat there 
·was no statement whatever, however cnormt)ualy at variance with fact, which 
•vould not be reecivcd in England in reference to the affairs of India., ff made 
by a minister of the Crown. The same system is at preacnt being o.doptcd by 
the conservative journals in defending the p<)licy of Lord EHcnborough, 
nnd apparently with similar ~UC(le~::i; Lhe :itatcmouta of the Morni'ng I'ost and 
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as a bitter mockery of U1e sufferings our troops were Lllen enduring in 
Afi'ghanistan,.-were at home passed Ofer withou.t question, reprehension-, or 
ohservation. .8<I late did public apall1y wntioue1 that when the abstracts 
above referred to were reprinted after the destruction of the Cabool force, 
tlley were still rega!ded, and in many cases stigmatised1 as exaggerated or 
fictitious. They are wrought into the preceding narrative, with the authorities 
on which they have been ma.de given in detail; and uow that abundance of· 
oorroborati ve official iuform1.tion bas been supplied by Govern1nent, defy 
impeachment. 

It appears, as already stat.ed1 from. the official pa.pen, pu\Jlished in the 
Blue Book of 18431 tl1at ha.d the Ghilzie insurrectioo not occurreJ1 Lord 
AuckJantl Was anxious to have his policy carried out as long as it would 

holJ: FI. M.'s 9tl11 with two native regiments, were under orders to sup ... 

Standard on this subject may, in point of accuracy, be fairly placed bcsido thoae 
of the ex~Foreign Sccrcta.:ry: it ie to be hoped that their illusions will be some~ 
what less rudely dispelled. 

' 1 Now let me travel a little further to the cast ; for there Is no quarter of the J 
globe in which we have not bad occasion te1 uphold the dignity of the country. and to 
'Vindicate its honour, and to main1ain its dearE"&t interest.s. 'l'ransactions had taken \'. 
place in countries which many of you have, perhaps, never heard or till they came 
to be intr-0duoed to yQur notice in eonsec1uem:e of events to which I allude-trans
actl<m$1 1 siay, had taken placl! in Persia and Aifgbanh.tan, in the centre of Asia,_ 
whiob threat1:ned dt"sttuctlon w- the va't cmp'.re witfoh \Ve p9ssess in the East Indies; 
but, ac1it1g with pn1mptitude and dt"chion, we carried our armies into the ~ntre of 
AITghanistan, autl. the noble Lord, who$& name my honou,able friend mentioned 
just uow, there rendered the most hnportant services to bfa OOU(ltry, by acbi~'ing 
military succenes wliicb have rendered secure to us that vast empire whiob we 
posse!S in India, and the importance of which it is hardly pO!!~ible to over.rate, though, 
perhaps those who havl! not turned their atteDtion to these matters may not. at onee 
sufficiently pl;!l'eeive their value. We brought 'vithiu British iofluence, in one earn .. 
paign, a va.;;L e:xt~nt of eountry, larger than France, almost as big DI! half Europe; 
an.d the W'JJ in which tbfo was doneJ and th<;! results which ha,.e follow~d, are well 
dt'serving of the attention of the pe-0ple of Enulaud. 'rbere ia a contrast, of which 
we 1nay have reason to be proud, between the 'Progress of OtJr arms in the East and 
the opel'ations which a neigbbourlng powet-Frariee-is now carrying on in Africa. 
'rhe progreo.& ortb~ Britid1 arrrs in Asia has been marked by a &i:rupulous refer- l 
enc~ to justice, an inviolable re11pect for pro~rty, an abstinence from anything 
which cotild le:nd to wound the feeliogsand prejudices or the people; a.ud the result 
is this, that I s::aw not nia.ny weeks ago a diatinguia!Jed military officer who bad juiit 
retut'11ed fro1n the Ct!ntre of Aff.~hanir.tan, frorn a place caHed C:itndahar, wbfflh ' 
many of you, PErhaps, never beard of, aud he told 1ne that be, accompanied by half \ 
a dozen att~11d11inis, Lut without any military "'con, had ridtl.1;n on horst.lback many \ 
hundreds of miles through a oounu•y i1}habited by wild and semi-ba1 barous tribes> 
who bot two yttars ago wt:>re nrrayed in fi~rce hostility •g.ainst tbe approaeh of th~ 
British art:n'S-but that. he had riddeu through them all witl.J as mu+Jh saf~ty a,'I fie 
could have JidJen from 1'iverlon to John o' Groat•s hou3£"' his name as a Dritisb officer 
being a passport through Lhe1n all, hecau<;e the E-cglish bad rtspe.:t-ed their rightt, 
had afl:<uded them p.rotection, and tr~ated them with ju~tict! ; thence it ia \bat au 
unarmed. E11glislunau w~ ~afe iu the u1idst of their wihh," 
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ply the place of Sir R. Sale's Brigade, should t11is bo found necessary at 
the thno our misfortunes began. H. M~ 41 st, with 2000 Bombay troops, 
woro rea.dy to ascend the Bolan Pass, if needed, in roorn of McLaren's bri
gade. It is equally clear, tliat though this wa1:1 the Governor .. General's 
determination, it w;is merely oontingeut upon ll1e continuance of affairs in 
~ state not more unfavourable than that in wbicb they had been for the 
preceding two years,-aod probably with a. vi~w o-f getting rid of the mattor 
in the best way he could, leaving the difficulties of t1lc winding-up in the 
hands of his succeasor : the moment the intelHgenoe of the insnrrection 
reached Government, they declared that1 in tl:.e event of military possession 
of Cabool and the surrounding country beiog lost, it was not t11eit intention 
to direct ne'Y and extensive operations with a view of re-establis\1ing our 
supremacy ;(47) and tb~y were prepared for the contingency of our political 
iufiuenee io th.at qunrter being Cor a thne entirely subverteJ.(48) J\.1r 
Bird~s apprehensions of immediate bankruptcy ha.ve been already noticed: 
the Commander-in-Chief shortly afterwards declared his bolief that the state 
neither of the army uor treasury of India were sneh as to permit them to 
think c,i renewing the war. 

Under tbeae circumstances, it is clear that early in the year 1842, the 
Doorannee alliance tnust have been broken oft', and Aifghaniatan aban .. 
dooed a.t aU events, without rescrva.tion or delay, wl1atever ils condition. 
The originators of the policy, had they remained in power, would l1ave 
been compelled to undo their owu measures with their own hands, - to 
abandon a system, which, from its own inherent defect11, was incapable 
of bciog maintained. 'l'he Cabool disaster was for the1n and their already 
bankrupt credit as sta.tcsrneu, far tlte best thing Uiat could have happened~ 
m.ikiog it appear as if the policy of 1838 had been brought to an end by a. 
great and unlooked.for catastrophe, which no one eoulJ have foreseen or 
guarded agah1st, and withdrawing public attention from the fact thatt in 
the first place, the Ghilzie insurrection, and its results, was a natural 
and long-expectad emanation from the systi:im itself; au<l, io th13 second" 
place, that if, by some rate piece of unimagined good furtune, we had con
trived ta escape any thing like this, tl1e whole fabric of our policy, which 
the disasters of Cabool so sudJ.enly dissolveJ 1 was ready to crumble to 
pieces from its own intrinsic rottenness. (49) 

Such fre,1ucut n1ention bas been made of the mistnanagement of tbe 
political agents, in contrast 1'ilh the excellent conduct of tlae miHtary, 

47. Letter of Govcrnor.o~ncral in Council, Dec. 3. Nevis froin Cabool at 
t11is timo extendQd to the Oth NQv., and gavo det::iils of only one \Yeck of the 
insurrection) which began on the 2d. Blue Hook, p. 37. 

48. Letter, &c. &c., Doo. 11. lllue Book, p. 38. 
4!J, Sec extract from memorial of Sir Alex. Btun0s1 pngo 15t. 
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that a roi~approhonsion ha.s got abroad that these gentlemen did not belong 
to the army at a II. This is a mistake which ough~ to be reetified. On 
referring to tbe list given at the commencement of the third chapter (p. 143) 
it will be seec that at tbe first the Envoy aod Mr Bell were the on!y 
politieal agents who did not belong to tho military serviee ; and that after 
the demise of the latter of these gentlemen, the envoy alooo was a civn .. 
lian. Of tbe tbirty .. two political agentis employed in A:ff'ghanistan between 
1839 aad 1842, uot one had attained the rank of major in the army,{50) ten 
were ea.plains, and 21 lieutenants. Had theso gentlemen continued to aet 
in their military capacity tbere is no reason to doubt but that they would 
have done no discredit to the service from whicl1 tbey had beeo tem. 
porarily in s?me measure withdrawn. They \Vere selected chiefly for their 
proficiency in languages aod knowledge of the country : and aa these 
aeeomplishments did not necessarily imply the possession of a. high order 
of iotellectua.l endowment1 the men whose power was supreme over t11e 
various dislficts of the Dooranneo empire were too ,often found a wanting 
for the adequa.te disehatge of the onerons and important duties imposed 
upon them. The amount of irresponsible authority with which t11cy were 
invested was enough to have turned stronger and stabler heads than theirs 
-and tlie ldea had unha.ppi1y got amongst them that subtlety a.nd dis.simu
lation were essential, and the most tortuous policy and MachivcUian 
morals permissible in the position of sta~men wbicl1 they n:>w occupied 
-that in fact t11cy must fling aside the military frankness and stsaight
forward candour which became them as officers, a.nd assume a. character 
from which, in tl1eir private capacity of English gentlemen, they wou{d 
have shrunk. There are many, very many1 to whom these observations are 
inapplicable, and the examples of the eminent success of 1\Iajor Outram, and 
Capta.in..s l\I'Gregor, Ma.Okeson, and Lawrence, in pursuini; tbEJ straight
forward system becoming high-minded soldiers and honourable men, may 
shew how sadly some of· their brel11ren arred in supposing wisdom io
corupatiblo with perfect candour, frankness and simplicity. The evils 
whicl1 arose from the general system of political agencies might ba.ve beca 
greatly diminished had the sphere of tl1e labours of tl1e agents been re
stricted to that of interpreters and collectors of information-leaviog the 
political power in the hands of tbo military chiefs. YeL the mischiefs 
complained of 1rert-, in a considerable measure, inherent in the system, 
and it is difficult to conceive any organization which could have worked 

t>O. Sir Alex. Burney had merely the army rank of C;:iptain-Major Oatr;;i.m 
'vas so by Bre,·et-!-1ajors D' A. Tod, Rawlinson, Pottingor1 Loach, and J .. ynoh, 
were Lieuten0iut' in the army, and held the rank of 1\1.a.jor in Persia or Affgha.n
iata.u only. 
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TealJy well in carrying out the objects we had in 'View, considerhig the: 
nature nnd magnitude of t11cse, and the circumstances under which they 
were de&ired to be elaborated. 

A sing-le subject remaina yet to be notieed-the conduct of the army 
-\vhich we have reserved to the last, be<iause it is the only one which ·call 
be discussed not only without a preponder&nce or censure. but with un
mixed approbation, and unalloyed pride and pleasure. 

Highly as the sepoy soldier had been appreciated by every ono aequaint
ei) with the history of oriental wars, half the merit. or lho Company's 
native army ma.y be said to have remained unknown till brought to light 
by the Affghan campaigns, Thete are no people on earth more averse to 
qait their horoes for foreign lands than the natives of flindosta.n, and no 
eoantry could have been more abhorrent to them than that where the cli
mates of the frighl a:od torrid zone alternated, and from which had de
scended those torreDts of gigantic and resistlcss warriors by whom, from 
time to time, the fairest provinces of India were overrun. 

From November 1838 till November 1841 1 the native army sustained a 
series of incessant and most perilous encounter.s, over an expanse of 800 
miles of rugged, diffio111t, and inhospitable country, without one solitary 
instance of alleged misconduct, save that on the part of a single squadron 
of cavalry at Purwan D1.1rrah. Patient of fatigue, tormented by extremes 
of heat and oo1d, in a country where the tbermumeter ranged from 120 
deg. to 40 deg, below freezing-often sufi"cring from scarcity of food and 
want of camp accommodation, we have not so much as an example of a 
threat of mutiny, or manifestation of disconh .. nt. Frequently dis&ppointetl in 
tlJ.c ex:pcctation of returning to India, thC:y received. their orders to remain 
in the country and resume campaigning with tho most perfect checrfula 
ness. 'Vith no single instance of timidity or baekwardi1ess1 save that 
just named, and a trifling ease at Kojjack, on1y wort11 ad.1erting to b'ea 
canse we are .anxious to extenuate nothing which the censurers of the ser
vice would desire to dwell upon--thcre were qumberless examples of 
endurance, coolness under fire, and intrepidity, which would have been. the 
Loas& of any service. It must be kept in view that we were on almost 
elery occasion of conflict enormously outnumbered,-tbat the enemy indla 
vidual1y were sttonger and mote powerful men, far better armed, and 
equaily as brave as those they cnoountered : and t11at the advantage of 
ehoosiDg their battle-ground was always on their side. These observations 
refer exclusively to the Hindosfanee troops,-the character of the Britiah
born so-Iaier ·is sufficiently known to requlte no commendation -it was 
never more gloriousiy sustained than in the campaigns in Affghanistao, 
to which this narrative i-elates. A portion <>f B. M.'s 4th dragoons, H.J\1.'s 
13tb, 17th, 40tb, a.nQ «th, and the lst Beogal Europeans, 'vith various 
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corps of artiJlery, all more or less -sl1ared in. our Dooraonee wara. before 
the Ghilzie outbreak. The 13th alone were enga~d throughout, and 
fought gloriously, and 1uffered patiently from the beginniQg to the end. 
The perfect ha.rmooy betwixt the various ta.ce:&. a.nd the brotherly feeling 
with which they fought, side by side, is above all commendation. The fel
lowship which afterwards sprung up betwixt H.~t's I 3th and Bengal 35th 
N.l.,and the admiration of H.l\1!s 22d for the Bombay 251.h N.I.~ indicate 
that the sympathies of t11e brave with each other are impeded by no dif
ference of couutryt oo!our~ o:r creed. 

Of the Britfah officers nothing need be said : the history of their 
achievements aud sufferings, brief and meagre as it is,. is enough. '\Vith 
the service of more gallant1 upright, able, or efficient mea, no Govern• 
meot need desire to be blessed or baoouri:ld. 'Vbere there was s.o much 
to irritate and excite1 it is not to be forgotten that with the daring aad 
promptitudl'1 the mercy and humanity of Engli5hmeo was duly mingled. 
&:lore instances of iudividuai heroism and personal gallantry1 under circum
stances of extreme trial, might be quoted in this campaign th&D in any 
one in which nnr armies ever were far a similar time engaged. To the 
.11.rrny the Affgbau war was in many ways a curse: its bardsbips they 
cheerfully surmounted-its dangers they defied. But it was a war as void 
of apology or justice as of honour, its objects awakened DO symp3thy ia 
its favour, ibeir attainment was unworthy of British ambitioo. The laurels 
it yielded, however ably won, were grudgingly given1 and scarcely coveted, 
their exhioition hardly furnished f!lod for gratification - they gained uo 
glory io so wortb1ess a caase. The terrors of the sword were nothing, 
those of sickness and poverty were less uasily defied. Instead of the cam• 
paigos from 1838 to IR42 requiting the .s:oldie?' for hi.s sufteriugs and toils, 
they were, in all ea.sea, sources of loss, in many, of absolute ruio. The 
extra allowances were utterly inadeqnate ta- meet the extravagant charges 
oil the march, and expen.ses attending oa tlte detention ia cantonments; · 
and unless to those to whooo lucrative politiea.l or staff appointments fell, 
the officers, not only in health b11t in emolument, were grievous sufferers., 

Overleaping the interval occupied by the acti\"e operati6ns of the insur
rectioni it may be as well shortly to notice the fate oftbe leadjng characters 
which have occupied ao promir.ent a place in the preceding pages. 

Sir Alexander Burnes and Sir 1Villiam ~1acnaghten were murdered at 
Cabool-the one on the 2d November, the otber on t11e 23d December,. 1641. 
General Elphiostone died a prisoner in the enemy's haiids. 

a~neral Nott, lfith his army, remained at Caodahar till August 1842, 
when he 11h:nself, with the larger portion of them, advanced on Ghuznie, 

Pl 
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which Ibey destroyed, and returned by Cabool an<l th• Khyb<r Pass lo Iudia, 
gaining lwo victories, and attended by the most brilliant success on t11e way. 
The otl1er porLion returned by Quett:ih a.nil the Bolan Pas,, 

The Shah Soojah is suspected to l1ave been connected wifll 1l1e Ghilzie 
in~urreetion. At his own desire lie was left behind wben our arJnies quitted 
Cabool on the -Otb January 18421 and for a time appeared likely to maintain 
himseJf ia power. He was murdered a few months afterwards by the chiefs. 

Of i1is sons, Prince Timour, the t>nly one whose character was without 
reproach, remained faithful to us to the end, and retired with our armies to 
India, where he now lives a pensioner on government. Prince Futteh J1tng 
succeeded the Shah in nominal authority at Cabool, but afterw11.rds fled from 
the capital for fear of his life. Prince Shahpoor it wal!li at one time believed 
would be able to maintain himself in powet't and he was left behind after 
our final retirement: ]1e quickly followed his brotlier, and the two are now 
elerrlosynaries of the Seikh ruler. 

The miscreant Sufter Jung of Candahar went over to t!1e enemy shortly 
afier the commencement of the insurrection, and having continued for six 
months to fight aga)nst us, ultimately surrendere11 hirnl!elf into our ha.ads. 
lie was left behind on General Nott's advance, but having been shortly 
afterwards expelled from his country, is said to have found refuge at Kelat. 
According to another rumoar lie i!!i now in chains at Candahar1 ·where every 
one who befriended us is made subject of persecution by the ruling powers. 

On the lst of October 1842~ a proclamation dated Simla, aonouneed that 
our eonn.ection with Affgbaoishm bad ceased, and that tbe government of 
India would meddle no wore with its affair»; onr own prisoners had 
been recovered, an~ the Affghan chiefs and their families were all to be set 
free. 

After devastating the country-cutting down the trees, and uprooting tl1e 
orchards and vint'lyards, after having blown up or burned with fire the cilies 
and forts of Ghsznie, Cabool, Istaliff, Jellalabad1 and Ali Musjid, by which 
about 'i0,-000 human beings were, on the eve of winter, left houseless-onr· 
armies were, in November, entirely withdrawn from the country. 

In April 1843, Dost Mahomed, after a long sojourn in the Purijaub
where he was entertaint'ld by the Seikb ruler in a manner becoming both 
their ata lions-returned with his family 1 without obstruction and in safety, 
to Cabool1 and resumed sovereignty without opposition or resistance. His 
indolllitable i;on, Ukl1ba.r Khan, for a time laying aside t11e sword, set hitn• 
self about the reconstruction of the fort of JeUala.had, and the ruined cities. 

The king of Bokhara sent an ambassador to congratulate the Ameer on 
l1is return: he w.a1 reeeived with favour-, and retllfned with preeent11. 
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Sara.wan was once more re·auoe1.ed to J{eJat~ and QueUah left uulnjqred 
-Ctitchee had been before made over to Nusscer Khan. 

The Ca.ndah&r Sirdars do not appear- so easily to have regained their 
authority : by the lateAt intelligence their government was said to be in the 
bands of Persia-tho Shah coining money-the surest sta.rnp of oriental 
~overeignty-in his own name. 

Kamran Shah is understood to have died about May 1843, and the 
sovereignty of Herat w.u immediately assumed by the king of Per&ia. 

The Ameera of Scindo appear on the whole to bate conducted themselves 
inoft'ensivelv enough from the date of the hostile demonstra.lion near Hy. 
drabad in January 1839-fresh treaties were urged upon them from time to 
time, and sueceasively agreed to. In February 18431 terms were proposed 
to them by Lord Ellen.borough, to which they oonsidered it impossible to 
assent-tl1ey resolved to oppose the advance of Sir Charles Napier, then 
pressing forward on Hydtabad, witl1 an army of nearly S01000 men, 'l'bey 
wero beaten with a loss. of 5000 kHlod and wounded, and haYiog surrender .. 
ed themselves prisoners, were gent to be confined in India for life. A aeeood 
baltle with a. .similar loss occurred near Hydrab;i.d .some w~eks afterwards. 
Seinde was declared ours by right of conquest,. and was aJdetl to tbe Britielt 
territories in India. At present 16,000 meo, at an annual cost of above a 
rr1UHon sterling, are required to maintain it in peaco-the share of its revenue 
claimed by us being less than the fourth part of this! 
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A 

A:ssAs J!IEEnzA, Prince Royal or Persia, 14. 
A.e:BOT, Captain, his b&ttery of 10-pounden reinforces Major Outram, 126-

acoompanies force into the Zoormut va.Uey, 283. 
ABDOOL R81tK.a.~ Khan, a.u iruiurgent Ghilzie Chief, 120-taken by11urprise, 127 

-escapes, 128 • 
.AnxB»&:tN, Lord,-Sir H. Wiliockts letter to, 284. 
Af:s.nAn, MAHOMXD A1ta.\n KnAN (someUmes spelt UK1t:BAR)~ CQmmands tho 

troops against the Seikhs in 1834, and is suoooosful; defeats the Seikh troopa 
in ~Iay, 1836, when Hurry Sing is slain, 11-sent out from Cabool to receive 
f'..aptaia Burnes; his appearance, as deacribed by Lieut. Wood, 83,-Gover .. 
nor of J ellalabad in 1839 ; :recalled to defend Ca.boot; ti.bandons his artillery 
and baggage, 113-accompanies his f~th_or1 and is oon&ned n.t Bokhara, 149, 
150-declines our hospitalities ; and continues ca.ptive at Bokhara, 162 . 

.AcKnAM Ka.&N, son of Di>st MA.homed, surrenders himself at Ba.meean, 149 • 

.Ac&T&n (oommonlyspelt UK11TER) KaA!'I, an iusurgont Chief on the Hclznund; 
troops of defeated by Captain Farrington, 269,-~eiges Ghirisk, 276-
defeated by captain 'Voodburu, 278,-hi111 army joined by that of Ackra.m 
XWW, defeated by Captain Griffin, 279. 

APFGUANtSTAN.-Boundarie$ of, area., populntion, i., iv.-clima.te of, v.-reve
nue, v.-clmracter of tho populll.tion. from Asiatic Journ.a.l, 'ri.-Wood's 
a.ccount ot slave trade to the westwa.tcl, viii.-toleration of people, Ma.eaon's 
acoount of, viii.-invasion of, a. favourite threat of Pttsia., 4-an::r.iety o.f 
Aifghan chiefs for an alliance with England, 5-troubles in, watched by 
Runjeet Singh1 6-Forcos of withdrawn from Peshawur in 1834, 6-A.ft'gbans 
-of Pcshawur discontented "With Seikh doruinion., 6gbt against Scikhs, look 
to Dost Mahornod for assistance, 64 • 

.,.\:rpo11 .. u:r3, character of by travellers-Asiatic Joitrnal'a a.<ieount of, v-1\fr. 
l\Iasson's account, 'I/iii. 

AFzoL (sometimes spelt UYzvL) Ku:.&.N, eldest son of Dost l\.Jah.9med; gains a 
victory over the Seiklm at Pcshawur~ 1011-noar our camp at Ghuznie with 
.5000 cavalry, 112,-s~ts out !"01· Bokbara. with Dost !Un.homed, 150,-es:~ 
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capes and assists in atitring up the coo.ntry, i'bid,-eomos down on BaJ~ah 
with 500 horse, 153-joimi his fu.ther and the Wulloe of Kh.ooloom, 154-
dcsired by the Dost to su1Tcnder1 162. 

A11~E1> S11A.H, Founder of the Doora.nnee empire, i.-K.olat chiof• his tcr
:~ ritory held in reign of-..h.ia relia.nce on tb(l Kuzzilbashcs, 35-terms per

mitted by to tho Kh&n of Kela.t-a.dda Shara.wan, Cutchee, llarund, and 
Dajil to Kela.t, 208-oxtent of the Doora.nnca empire at tbe doath ot, 142. 

AK&AM KuAN, an insurgent Terce Chief, joins Ackter Khan on t.he lleln111nd ; 
joint forces delea.ted by Capl:.a.i.n Griffin, 279,-Cllief himself captured by 
Lieut, Connolly, '281 1-ordered for execution at Candabatt ibid. 

ALoJU\tNE, H. bl.'s. ship, dispa.tehed to Kurraehee, 86 • 

.ALLA&.,, General, a Corsican in the Scikh at'my; introdu.ccd to Lord Keauc at 
J,nhoro, 125. 

AM1:1sas, The, of Scinde.-Feudatoriesof Do()ranee empire, 81--pr<>fess friend
ship; theiT dtlplicity, S-2-Bolooohces plunder with sanction or; compelled 
to pay .£10~,000J part of arrears due to the Shah Soojah; threatened by 
Bombay and Bengal troops; ghte in to all our requests, 83--deposit.ion of by 
Lord E llenborough, 299. 

ANnznsoNJ Lieut., leads attacking party at Ghuznie, 109. 
AiiDERSON, Capt. ,V,, ma.rchea :igaiust the Ghiljiel!from Candah.ttr, 147-join$ 

Col. 'Va.llaoa, 148-present at Purwa.11 Durrah, 159. 
A1"PA. SA.ezs, ex-R:ija.h of Nagpore; rebellion said to be headed by, 2-10· 
As.NOLD, Brigadiat; death or, 121. 
AssER& K11AN1 a Chief of Sara.wan, stripped or his estate, 200. 
Assoo HAZA.RA, Colonel 'Vymer'a. victory at, :274 • 
.Asxa.a.uAn i Report of Russian forces assembling near, 47. 
ATKINSON, Dr J.'s acoonnt of tho conduct of Mchrab Khan,. 8D, 9.l-esLima.tc~ 

the slain a~ Ghuzuie above 1000; prejudices against the Ba.Nkzyca; aneedoLo 
by of Dost Mohomed, 163. 

ATTOcs:, boundary of Atrghanistao, i. 
ATTO<lK.j Fort of, seized on by Runjeo~ Singh, G-ibid, 12 note, p. 40,-Ca.p

taiu Btoa.dtoot's convoy threatoncd at, 265-00. 
Auo.&LANn, Lotd, Governor~General of India.; papers io regard to J1is poliey~ as: ~ 

quotod by his sllpportors, incomplete, 2-respecta.bility of his prlva.to cba
racter, goodness of his int6ntions, considered the time was come for rc.ilis
tance) 26-Jetter to Dost Z..Ia.bomed in August 1830, 31 a.nd 30-bcHeves in 
possibility of Rusaia. a.nd Persia. endangering In.di:., 4t-hi1 minute, 12th May,' 
1838, 42-absencefrom his council 111 April, 1838, 63-farcw·eU letter to the 
Atllcer; difficulties or keeping him in was:like mood ; a.musing scene ; de· 
spatoh to Ulo secret committco; doela.red a gra.ntl cross or the Doorannoo 
order, 121-d.omestic governmont of; not extravagant, 286. 

AvlTABlLE, General, Governor or Po~a,vur, 9-protection to Captain Broad .. 
foot, 266. 
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Az1uiu KnAN, a. B..i.rukzye leader, defea.ted. by tho Scikbs at Peshawur in 
1823, G • 

.A?.1r.t KH•N, youngest son of Dost l\.ia.hom.cd, gives himself up to us, 149 .. 

ll 

BEAN, Capt. J. D., Political Agent at Quettah, 128--seizes Mr Masson as a 
Russian spy, 219-cha.racter of, 220. 

BENTrNcx, Lord William,. his desire for the oxtension of trade beyoad the 
Iadus, 33. 

BnAGn-SystCI!l of plunder preva.Hing around, 221. 
Bnooar1E&, tribe of, 170. 
B;,on..NSTJi:nl'IA, Count, his speculations on the safety of the Indian ompire, 18; 

his estimate of tlie a.mount of the Indian army, 79. 
DLroJJ, Ambassador a.t St. Pctersburg j his letter lo Lord Palmerston on the 

death of the King of Por.sia., 20. 
BoKHARA, the western: boundary of1 Affghanistan, i-Husacin Ali accompanies 

Captain Vi<:oviteh from, 47..._king of offers to assist Dint !\lahomedt 144-
hivites him to his court, 149-suddenly seims and bnprisons him, and his 
$Ons·; threatened by tbo Khan of Koochan; thoy escape from, 150-Colonel 
Stoddart ~nd Captain Connolly murdered by.157. 

DOLAN PAss, a tremendous defile betwilt.t Da.dur and Quettah (see Dadur and 
Quettah). 

BarnaEs, Sir Hartford Jones, late ambassador at the court of Persia.; llis esti~ 
mate of the expense of t1te various Persian missions, 45. 

Bnoo:u, General, appointed to the command of the Scinde field force, 225-
lettor to Colonel Mar.shall, 227-morti.fica.t.ion a.t the Kojjuck ravorse, 233-
conduct in reference to the Clibborn comrniitsion, 210-recall of, 20-!,,. 

Bll-OwN, Captain, takes charge of expedition to Kahuo. (See Kahun.) 
BnOvN, Lieutenant, political agent at Kojjuck, 233~ 
Bxo.a.nFoor, Lieut., killed at Purwan Durrah, 161. 
EnoAJ>FOOT, Captu.in Geo., ta.kes charge of convoy from Ferozepore to Attoek, 

26!0 5. 
Bon1n1:.ai. Captain (afterwards Lieut. .. Col. Sir Alex.), opinion of Aff'gha.n cha.. 

ra.cte1·, v.-vi.,it to Cabool in 1832, 4-considers payment to Persian ca.binet 
derogatory to the dignity of England, not~, 10-pronounce.e: seleetion froru 
Cabool papers «sheer trickery/' 2'.) note, 29 -atl''3cted by Rui13ophobia, 21 
-his eegooiatioos at Ca.bool1 31-directed to proceed oo. a commercial mfs. .. 
:siQU through Scinde ju 1886, 33-proceeds by Posbawllr, :i.nd is received by 
Ukhbar Khan a.nil splendid escort, 34-opioiooeof Aft'ghan aff'airs expressed to 
Sir J. M'Neil, 35-his instructions as to the merca.ntilo port.ion of his mia
&on; his views as to the reasonableRess of Dost ?rlabomed's wishes, 40-in .. 
dcfl.oite nature of in"Structions,. 42-oft'ers to conduct an expedition in person 
against the Persians, should they move on Candabar ; would p.a.y their 
troops,; suggests a.n adva.noe of £30,000; those proceedings 1·epudiatod by 
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government, approved of by Court of DircctoN, 44-inability to give a 
fpCCi6c answer- to Affghau.chief'ii; unable to guess intentions of government, 
46-receiveB instructions from 1\.Ir !'.Iacnaghten in January, 48-important 
Jetter from of 26th January 1838; ditto of 5th Ma.reh; Ameer waits upon, 
62-proposes to leave Cabool; am~ouut of interview lvith Amcer, difficulties 
apparently all overcome; returns from Cabool, G3-optnions as to the re .. 
atorati<>n of the Sha.h Sooju.h; furtller reports to l\Ir Macnagbten; :Mas.son's 
account of llis reception a.t Simla; employed to provide camels. for grand 
army, Sb-~cive.s intimation wh.Ueat Shikupare that knight4ood haes bec-n 
conferred upon him, and ho been raised to the rank of lieut.-ool.~ 139-ap• 
pointed envoy to Kelat, 88, note; dispatched.in NoYembe:r 1$38 to endeavour 
to procure a trea.ty with the Khan 0£, SS-proceeds to Kelu,t in Marcb, 89-
result of ncgoci~tions; 1-ejoios the force, 91-his interview with Sir J, Keane 
on the beheading of tho Ghazee prisoners a.t Ghuznie, 107-9-Hyder Kban1 

governor of Ghuzuie, pl:leed in charge of, 113-proceeds to meet the Na.. 
waub Jubbar Khan; present atee1emouies at CabooL 119-reeeives grand 
cross or the Doorannee order, 121-his opinion of tho system of poli.tica.l 
ageocies, 142, 238-appoinled assistant to the envoy1 143-,varns the envoy 
of the alarming state of the oountry, 151, 164-unsatisfactory condition of 
Aff'ghan portion of the contingent, 153, riofe-conspira.cy discovered in Cabool 
by ; accompanies the forco to •rootan Durrah, and suggesta that l11e fMts be 
destroyed, 157-letter of on t11e unhappy state of t.he oountry i states that 
our trade with Affghariistan had not increasecl einee 1839 ~ that of Russia had 
more. than doubled, 286-letter of Sir 'V. ?\Iacnaghten on hanG.iag up his 
report of 7th Aug. 184:0 to government, 287-is murdered :it Cn.bool, 297. 

BtutNES (Dr James, K. H., brothor of Sh· Alexander); a.ooount of Ameer1:1 of 
Sciod~ 81-" Visit to Court of.1' 

c 
CABOOL, Kingdvm of, Ol'igia of, i-Th:nor Shah tl'ausferred the l!leat of Govern .. 

ment to, i-Dost Mabommed makes himself ma,:)ter of, iii-population of 
city, iv.-Bevenu€s of, iv.137-142-Dost ~In.homed supremo in; 1na.kes over 
Pesba.wur to his brother, 6-Captain Burnes'a: mission to, 33-had been pre .. 
"Vio11sly vlsited by him; reception at; protracted negotiations at, 35-65-force 
und~r Colonel 'Yade moves on from Pes11a.wu1•, llS..120-intelllgence of fall 
of Ghuznie reee,vcd a.t, 112-Colonel '\Vade arrives at, 2d September, 113-
grand Army moyes on, 115-arrives at, 119-Shnh Sooja.h'.11 reception at; in· 
vcatiture of knights of t11e Doorannee Order at, 122-Bombay column q\tlts 
for the westward, 123-Bengal troops rctiro from by Khyber P.iss, ib. 

CA.NDA.ll.t.n.; Timor Shah transferred the sen.t of government .from, i-falls un .. 
der the rule of threo of Dost Mahomed'sbrothers, iii-popula.tionof cityj iv
revenue, iv-Candaha.r sirda.rs at feud with Dost Mahom.ed, 3-the Dost' a re· 
solution to join them to keep Persia at bay, 4-right over claimed by tbo 
King of Per::iia) 13-stipulatiqu to place the Sirda.r1 of on the throne of 1Iera.t ; 
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Burnes receives a. letter from) announcing the arrival of a. Persin.n elchee at. 
in June 1831, 36-negotiations at in October; Sirdu:ra of, correspond with 
Persia.. 4l.-cut the Persian allia.nce, 42- promised assistance .n.nd money by 
Burnes Against Herat, 43-cha.tged by Qttarterly Reuiew with double dealing ; 
Per.sia.n ambaMador compelled to quit the cou.ntry after rea.chiog Canda.bar, 
55..,...graud.A.rmyresolved to march upouJ 78-grand Army arrives &t, 92-loss 
on joining; the Bombay column arrt\!'es a.t, 4th May; Colonel Dennic's ad~ 
ventures betwixt Shikarpore and Canda.har j mu.stcl;' of troops and foUoweris; 
at, 97-receptiou of Shah Sooja.h; f!ight of Baru.kzye Sirdars, 99-Shalt 
outertains himJ 100-review at; delay of two 111011ths at, 104-Runjeet Sing 
died day before on march from, 115. 

Cr.Asx, Lieut., proceeds: with a detachment to Deyrah, 170-heads a. pariy 
sent out by 1'rfujor lJillaru.ore from Deyrab, 173-his prowess, 172-a.coom ... 
panics Captaiu Brown to Ka.bun, 176-returns with empty oa.mels, 178-bis 
detachment a.ttaeked and eut to pieces, 179-184--remaina of SGen by Mi.jor 
Clibborn's party, 186. 

CLJBBORH, Major, dispatched iu charge of troops to relieve Ka.hun1 185, 203-
decisi-on of oom.miasion on1 199 1 230. 

Co:r.t.1NeoN, Lieut., doo.th of, l.U. 
CoNOLLY, .Arthul', Traveller, murdered a.t B6kha,ra, 167. 
CnNor.LY, I~ieut. Edward, killed in Kahiata.11; mela.n.aholy fate of t:U'6e bro

thers, 157. 
Cossa.c&. Officer_. vid.e Vicovitcb· 
CorroN, Sir 'Villoughby, takes com.ma.nd of the Bengn.1 co~um.n, 80, 81-de .. 

U\chment di.spa.tehed under towards Hydra.'bad, 8-!-recom.menrled to fa.11 
baek on Shik.~rpore from above the Bolnn Pass, 121-Comma.nder-in-ehioC 
left in Atr~hani.stan. !Iii.I c_anduct towards Col. Dennie, 15$-relieved from 
command, a.n.d succeeded by Ge[lera.1 ElphiD.5tonc~ 261. 

CRlllE», Lieut. Henry, Bombay Artillery, pr~cf.ice oi at Kela.t, 130-is killed 
iu endeavouring to atorm Kojjuck, 235. 

Curcni:s irepa.ra.ted from. Khelat, 210--Mah<>med Sherriff appointed Naib 
of, 210. 

D 

D.&.oua-A town. in Upper Scinde, near the mouth 0£ the Bola.n P~ 87-
Sir J, Keane's interview with the Shah Soojah at, 84-troops be-tlvixt · a.nd 
Kurrachee, 87,, 93-troops to keep up~the line of communication between 
a.ud Sukkur, 93-troubles in Mr Bell's political cb.a.rge; three day&' fighting 
near, 223, 23!. 

DsE:aA. IinutA.Et. K11.1.s obtained by the Seikhs by stratagem, IQ. 
DENN1B1 Lieutenant Colonel; appointed brigadier, BO-prevents Bengal oom. 

missariat oflice?s from miaappropt•ia.ting oa.mels; eom.pla.ins oi ba.gga.ze eatUe 
required for Shah's levies, 85-misu.nde-rsta.ndiags with Lord Kea.ne-takes 
charge of troops through the Bola.u Pa!3$1 86-atrives at Caindt1aba.r, 95, 

Ql 
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96-ordered to join bead·q~rters1 91-bi,; opinion of tbo Sh~h~s contingont. 
95-concurred in by Lord Kea.ne, 85-lctten of, gs, note1 and 98-conduct 
of coming through Bolan.Vassdisapproved of bycommander.jn~chief, 96-leads 
the storming party at Gbuzniej heroic conduct of; rf'portedfailure; com .. 
pletesuoeess of, Ill-appointed to command troops in Ba.Ila. Hissa.r, 130-leaves 
Ca.bool with n. force to protect Bameea.n, 154-brilliant manreuvring near 
Syghaun,; splendid vict.ory of near Ba.meeau, 155-further operations; de~ 
spatches mutilated : offered second class DooranneB order, but refuses it i 
seals the fate of the campaign, 161-hii account. of the surrender of DOt'lt 
Mohomed, 162. 

DIU"ERAT 1>btained by stratagem by the Seikhs, 10. 
DEYR.AP.1 capita.I of Bhoogties (sec Bhoogties and BillaDlOre.) 
Di:L'HosTE, Captain, takes charge of 6th N. I., a.cross the desert, 220. 
Doo.a.u, a.Murree chief, 179-Captaia Brown's trea.tywith, 191, 195. 
Dos-r MABO:llB», makes himself ruler of Cabool, iii--rccovers half of Pc1:iba

wur f1'Clm Runjeet Singh, 6-makea thiiii over to his eldest brother1 7-
his principal Chiofs required to meet the advance of the Shah Sooja.b. 
in 1834, 7 - Pei:ihn.wur f.!eized in his absence; resolved to recover it 
at all hazards; prei>ares to descend by Jellalabti.d; rep:.dseii by the Seikhs, 
aud returns thtough the Khyber Pass; pledges himself to. :renew the 
attack; Runjeet Singh also acts in the spirit of unsernpul011s a.ggresaion 
against, 12-forwards letters: to the Emperor of Russia., King of Persia, and 
Governor-General, 16-Burnes's opinion of his cllaracter, 84-'Vood's des .. 
cription oft ibid-conduct towards th& Kuzzilba.shes, 3-0-his letter to Lord 
Auckland in 1836. 37-answer to, SS-falla into the views of Sir A. Burnes, 
('JJid~ Burnes)-flight of from. Arghundee, 115-esca.pes into Kobisla.n, 118-
proceeds to Bokhara and is ma.de prisonet, 147-e!sCtl.pe from, 150-threatens 
Kohistan, 154-defeated by Colonel Dennie at Bamcean, 105-appearance 
of at Purwa.n Durra.h, 160-dight of; !CH-surrenders to .Sir W1 Macnagh .. 
ten, and is sent to India, 162-his views of Affgha.n policy, 163-re,storation 
·of, 297. 

Dun.AMEL, General, ambassador at the Court of Penia.; recalls Capta.1n. 
Yicovitch, .2SJ 24, '27. 

D~AND, Lieut., one of the explosion party a.t Ghuzniq, 109-aftenrards pri~ 
va.te secretary to Lord Ellenborough, note~ 

E 

ELLF.Nnoaouos, Lord_, character of his Government, 2-opens the trade of the 
Indus, 32. 

Et.LICB,ldr, our nmbassa.dor at the Court of Per.sia, 19-his alarms for Russia; 
21-obvious mb!con.o;truction of views of Russia.; despa.tchea of, 20 to :;?8. 

F 

FAB.BKLi Major, Member of Nufoosk Commission, 203. 
F.4.t.CONEo., Lieu.t., killed in attempting to 11tQnn Kojjuck, 235, 
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PANE, Sir Henry, Connnander-in-Chief for all India, 79-a.bout to proceed" ta 
Europe in bad :hea.l&h; succeeded .by Sir Ja.aper Nicolls; his opinions of tbe 
Doorau.nee alliance, 79-reslgns the comm.and of th.o army~ [and proC%da 
down the In.dus on hls way to Bombay, 80-rtleets Sir ;J. Keane at Sehwan, 
St. 

FANS, Lieutenant-Colonel; letter in the Lc.ndon TimAs giving an a.coount of hia 
father's opinions, 79, 

1'4NE1 Capt~in) A.D. C. to the Comm.a.uder.in .. Chief; his account of the Sha.h'• 
:reception at Ca.nda.har, 101. 

I~ ,t.aarNG'l'ON, Captain ; hia expedition to Ghirisk, 26S-sldlfu1 ll\ovements of; 
brilliant victory over the enemy, 269. 

FEBOZEPOHE-Reserve left at, so. 
Ji'oa:iui:s. Assistant Surgeon, dea.th of, 130. 
FoR»Es, Major, succeods Drigadior Stevenson in¥comma.nd a.t Sukkur, t85 .. 

G 

GnuusK, a. fortress on the Helmund ; Candahar Sirds.ra retire to, 99-def.o.ch .. 
mentor troops proposed to be sent to, 2391 243-Shah's troops sent .to, to col
leQt tribute, defeated a.nd dispersed, 267-Capta.i.n Farringto11's expeditioa 
to, 268-brillia.nt success of; rclnfoTCements sent out to, 269-l'l'la.jor Tod 
and the Herat mistlon a.tri'9'e at,; fears for safety of, 239, 260-Uklitar Kb.a.o 
besieges, 2i6-Captaill Woodburn's troops a.rrivo at,. 278-one of the posts 
oceupied at tbc time of the general insurroction. 

G n1r.z11:.liJ; Outra.m's opera.tions ~gainst, 127 -nira.jor Lynch,_ political a.mongat 
(see Lyncb)-various. expeditions· against, 145, 148. 

Gnoa1Att; refusa.1 of Ka.mran Shah to restore to Persia; a.n::tlety of British 
embassy to have it annexed to llerat; rest.ora.tion of to Per~, 19~ 

Guuz:..1s.; adva.nce on, 103-ea.pture of, 109-sh.ughter ofGhazoesnear, 107. 
Gon:ooN, Brigadier, succeeds Colonel Dennie in command in Upper Scinde,.!11. 
QncFFITHs, Major; ~n charge of tbo Bengal commissa"I"iat at Da.dur, 9:1:. 
GuNDA. v A ; tha pa.as of reported impractica.ble, 93-Sir T. Wills hire retires by, 

86, 165. 
GUNoAvA, town of', destroyed by the Bra.hoe insurgents; value of property in, 

222. 
II 

HAm.sE KuAa K.t..J:UJ"&, an Aft'ghan chief, 100-treachery of, 117-is sent to· 
India a prisoner, 118. 

HA.zA.DAH country;. oxpodttion into,. 145-exterm.ioailon of the occupa.uts of a 
fort in the, 146. 

HAv:sLocx., Major; dcirorlbes the pra.ctica.bility of the Khoord Ca.boot aad· 
Tezceu defiles, 81, note-de.scribes the troops a.s on fa.mine allowantle on 
theit adva.nco, 92-opiuiou. of Can.da.bar Sirdart, 99-takes charge of a. de
tachment from Ferozepore, 260. 

BED.Al' i people of deal la rslav0$a vii.-affaJ.ra: of, 1-contiu.ual q.u&rreb with 
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Persi& and Candaha.r, 3-no fears of au attack from Russia, 5-Slmla pro
clamation in relation to:i 12-its rovonue and population; Shah Mabomed 
finds refuge at; succeeded by Katlll'an. Sha.b.; character of the la.tt.er, 13-
King of Persia. cl:ilms sovereignty over; threatens an expedition against, 
14-threatened with a. joint a.ffwt1Jk from Persia, Candah:n.•, nncl Ca.boo!, 15-
Pcniian army prepares to advance on, 16-arrives before, 17-unsuceessfu.1 
operations aga.inst; sclgc of raised; defended by Lieutenant PottingCl"; 
Major 'l'od and Pottinger ordored to quit, 19-fear of !l:lr Ellioe thn.t it 
might be made a Rns:Jan outpost; Count. Nesselrode dissuades the Sha.h. 
from u.dva.noing on, 21-intcntilJotl toa11Qe& to Candabar, 22-harmonyofthe 
views of Great Britaln and Russia on, 2-1-Sir J. C. liobhouse"s statement. in 
reference to, 25-exchange from Suddozyo to Ilarukzye rule ; Lord Auckland 
a.iv.a.re of the King of Persia·s prepa.ra.tions against, 3(}-Ca.ndah.n.r Sird.a.rs 
agree to attack, 42-King of Persia declines thoir assistance, 43-Specta~or 
newspaper on, 74. 

1Isnnu~:o, Colonel ; murder of, 120-Captain Outram dcsirod to seek ou.t his 
murdeters, 126. 

Ih:cxs, Lieutenant; severely wo11nded at Pushoot, 145. 
HoniJous,;::, Sir J. C., President of Boord of .contl'ol, extract from speech of, 

27-mutilation of the Ca.boo! Despatches by, 39 .. 
!IJ"DER KHAN, son of Dost Ma.b1>med;. Governor of Ghuznie, lll-sur1·cnder 

-0f, 112-aecompanics Dcngal army, 124. 

J 

JAooe, Liout., cuts a. path tl1rough the Murree Hills, 176-77-hisdcfence of the 
conduct of l\.I:tjor Billam1>re, 198. 

J 11eMn KnAN1 ~o.wanb1 brother of Dost Dfa.homcd, deprived of hts government, 
iii-intervie'v with Captain Burnes, 65-attempts to ma.ke terms fllr his 
brother at Ghuznic, 114-Jtis surrender, 149. 

K 
KANDAI:JAD.-8ee Caridahar. 
KAnRAcs:, a.n island ia tl1e Persian Gulf J. Bombay troops take possession of.17, 

19. 
KA.nO-OTOI); expedition ncarJ 2i5. 
KEANE, Sir John, Commander-in-Chief' of the Bombay army; appointed to 

oom1nand the army of the lndus, SO-character of, 80, also 140-lands at 
\<l.kkor, 81-givQs letters to Captain Outram requesting supply of cnmel.9 
from Cutch ; advo.ncea up the line of tl1e Indus; halts a.t Tatta, 83-for~ 
bearing conduct towards the Ameers: of Scinde-halt at Jerruck; obt.ainl'I 
subscription of n. treaty at Hydra.bad~ 84-meets Sir JI. }~a.ne a.t Sehwo.n; 
i.11sucs general order at Larkhana intimating the arrangements of the tJ'Oops 
for both. presidencies; quits tho Bombay column and joins the Sha.band 
EnYoy a.t Dtulur, 85, also 03-distributcs the ca.mcls eollccted; alleged mis .. 
llndcrstanding with Col<inel Dennie, 85-finds feeling ot despondoney in tho 
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arroy at Q.uet.ta.h, 91.....gi\l'eS peremptory orders to advance; dlsa.ppt>oves of 
Sliah1s contingent, 85, 98-difficulty of -obta.ioing forage a.t Ca.ndahar, 102-
misled as to tb.e strength of Gbuzo.i:e, 103-reconnoitres the Fort;, lOG-his 
opinion of the slaughter of the Gkazees o.t Ghuz1llo, 108-Ghuznie despatch, 
114-a.coompanies the Shah Soojall round tbo fortreas; advances on Cabool; 
receh·es grand CX'OSl!!I of Doora,nne'1 order, 120-general order on separation of 
troops; quits Cabool for India, 123-visits La.bore, 12-i-....quU.s Fe1'0zepoJ"e 
for Bomba.y, 125-tha.nked by Indin House, 138-by Parliament; ponsion 
bill pnslled, l39-genera.l chuactcr of; his politics; the dark portions of his 
Mstory, 140. 

KE LAT, line of traffic with, 32-the Kha.n of ref11m $uppliei;1 138-Sir A. Burnes 
oegoeio.tes, ibid-bis anticipations of ourmisha.pa, 90-Bomba.ytroops proceed 
agaiost, 128-capture of in 1830, 133-affa.ira of, io 1840, 170-di.smember
ment of Khanate. 

K&NtiitDr~ D1· •• his a.ooount of progress of tho march, 102-of the proceedings 
at Cabool, 137-39. 

K1uA AeDOOLAJ Detachment froDli 214. 
K111va.; people of drot in slaves, vii.,-reported advance of Russians on, 129. 
KeYBEIUEs, Plunderers, vi. 
KarnEn Pt..ss,·The; Burnes proceeds by, 32-Colonel Wade pcnetr.:i.tea, 113. 
K1BK, Dr, dtawioJ!'s of passes in t.bo Murree hilla, 202. 
KOJJ crcR: Pass, The. 
Koocn&N1 Captain Burnes mect3 .A.bbAs Meerta. at Siege of, 14-Khan of 

threatens Dokhara, 150. 
KoroL Pass; the Fighting in, 2i5. 
KoonDooz, one of the Boundaries of Aft"ghaniatan, i.-Chief of send.II Am

bassador to Ca.bool, 131. 
KooL00:\11 The \Vulleo of) friend to Dost l\lahomod ; e!!IC.:lpes ftotn Barnca.n, 

118-allies himself t-0 the Ameer, 131. 
KAt!UN, a l\Iurr-00 fort; first expedition to, li2-troops quit, 173-return to, 

174-Captain Brown takes po.ssession of, 180-is besieged in, 181 1 185-ad
mirable defence of. eapitulation, 195. 

KuND.&a, fightiug near, 221, 
l{un1A11 chief, Colonel Wheeler p1•oceeds agniost. 153. 
KoJ1UcK, town of, 232-expedition against, 233-destruction or town of, 238. 
KoT.iiAn, fighting near. 226-brillfu.nt victory at, 229. 
Kur.LAn~x-I:iooz, capture of, 273. 
Kuaaucx: SJNcu, deputa.tion from to Lo:rd Keane, 124-succes.sioti of to the 

throno of La.bore; his death a.nd chara.ctcr, 264.: 
KunnA.cnE:s:, Bomba.y troopa land near, Sl-!ort captured, 86-rcser\fe force 

at, ibid-Sir J. Keane rotires by, 135. 
l{nonASSAN1 tho limlts of .Ahmed Shah's dominions., i. 
KAM84lll' SttA.u of Berat; succeeds his father in 18291 ii., 4-character o(, 13-

-0onduct towards India, 18. 
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J, 

J,ovEnAv, Li13utenant, Envoy at Kelnt, 212.. S~ Kelat. 
LEEcu, Lieutenant, ?¥1njor in Affgha.nistan-negociations at Candaha.r, 43'. 
LoonJ:ANAtt, place of the Snnh. Soojah's retirement, 49-removal from supposed 

by Burnes never to have b"cen contemplated, 55. 
L1·Ncn-1 Major, political a.gcat in the GhHzie country~ 269-ch:i.ractor of hUs 

political views, 26~ TO-recommends removal of :.i. Tooky chief; force uudc?' 
his control; accollnt of the ideas of the Ghilzies as to the power of the Sha.h 
Soojab ; considera all hope of concilia.tion at an end ; ptoposes that the 
chiefs should be (( ma.de to commi~ themselves;" applies for perm.issio-n to 
erect a fort a.t Kelat-i-Ghilzie; force sent out from Canda.har; Major Lynch 
proceeds to inspect the country; affair of Kulla·i-Ingoz i conduct disap
proved of by the Envoy, 270·273. 

M 
ru..1.cdA.OllTEN, Mr-,. {Secretary to Government of India., afterwards Sir 'Villiam} 

Envoy at Ca.bool; letter to~Sir A, Burnes, 49 (see Burnes)-cha.ngc of opinion 
as to Canda.har Sirdars, 71-mission to Lahore, 68-73. 

l\IcNEIL, Sir John, Ambassador a.t the Court or Per.sia, 41.-(Scc Ptt1•$i<l-, Ellice, 
Palmer8ton1 &c.) 

l\:IAasnAt.L, Colonel Thomas, ga.ins a. brilliant victoTy at Kotra, 229-negotiates 
with Nu8Sccr Khan, 226-a.ttacks during t.ru.ce, ib.-instructiona to shoot pri'~ 
souers, 230. 

!\'IAs.solQ', Mr c.~ Traveller, account of Affghan revolution, viii.-writiogs of in 
:reference to the affairs of Cabool, 39-account of the views of Lord Auck~ 
land, 71-his account of the affaJ.rs of Kcla.t, 200 .. 218-seized and imprisoned 
as a s.py, 219. 

lt:lEnRAn KuAN of Kelat, negotiates with Sir A. Barnes, 89~90.-S<:ie Kelat. 
l\.foox.Loon, troops stationed at, 215. 
Moos'l'u~u, a villa.go ueax Q.uetta.h, fighting near1 214-insurgents be:it a.t, 217-

mi$3ion sent from, 210. 
N 

NAZJAN Valley, Col~ ShelOOn1.s expcdiUou into, 201. 
NEsSELRQDE, Count., correspondence with Lord Pahnerston, desires full pub-

lication of all communicatiom with Lord Palmerston, SO-terrors for move
ments of, 48. 

NEwaz, intrusive.Kha.n ofKelat.-See Kelat. 
Niraow,. troops advance on, 159~ 
Noos&.Y~ ravages of Newnz Khan near, 212-expedition under Colonel Sop• 

pitt tot 241-Loss of c.amels a.t, ib. 
Norr~ General, starts for Kela.t, 224-captures, ib.-joios expedition into thi: 

no1·th-ward, 291-returns in triumph to India., 298. 
NussE&Rt son of Mehrab Khan of Kela&; eo1capes after the oa.pture of, 130-

f.eeks refuge amon'gst the tribes, 212-SC{) Kelit,_Kotra.1 Q.u~ttah, and Outram. 
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N'uFoosK. Pa.s.i, Lieut. Ja.ooh cub~ a road through, 176~77-defcat or MajOl' 
Clibborn's force at, 186-88-spectacle witnessed in by Capt:.in Brown, 1P2-
103. 

0 
0LIVGB, Colonel, commands an expedition into the Zooramut valley, 283. 
OaQ,llARD, Lieut. Col, expedition to Pushoot, 145. 
OuTB&.ttr, Captain James (afterwards Ma.jar, and political agent for all Scindc), 

extra. A. D. C. to Sir J. Keo.ne; dispatched to Cutchin quest of oo.mels, 82-
disper&eS a la,rge body of the eoemy near Ghuznie, 103-takcsi: cl1a.rge of 
the detachment sent in pursuit of Dost Ma.homed, 116 -returns to Cabool, 
118-pla.eed in political charge, U~6-undertakes an expedi.tion against the 

· Ghilzies, 127-remo.rka.ble forced m11,;rch; returns to camp; a.tt&ehed to 
General Willshire's di vis.ion on leaving Quetta.h, 129-hi.s a.cooo.nt of the cap .. 
turc of Kelat and oauses of, 130-33-carries tidings of to Bombay; 1upp05od 
loss dU?ing these operations,. 135-a.ppoiuted political agent at Hydra.bn.d;. 
expense of establishment) 143-discla.ims all suspicion of llr Masson,. 219-
appointed to succeed !Ylr Bell; proceed3 to Qa.ettah to take charge, 214-
assiats. a.t the investiture of Nusseer Kha.n at Keln.t, 2"5-!\temoir of, 2-18-
captures Moolair; raises the Bheel corps in Candeish, 249-entrusted by Sir 
J. Malcolm with n.n important expedition, which proves complcf.ely auccessful, 
251-raise~ Coolie police corps~ 252--oonnection. with the army of the lndus, 
&c.; distinguished success a.s polHica.l agent; promised the appointment of 
fesjdent at Hydrabad; iucn;rs tb.e displeasure of Lord Ellenborough .i i:eceivca 
a public dinner from the officer,Jof the army at Sukkur; receives a public 
dinner at Bombay, 256-returna to Scinde; his negooia.tions wit b. the Am.eer3; 
retires from Sciqde; his opinion of the eonquest of the country; receive,g a. 
sword from the army ; returns to England, 257 -success of in managin.:; 
Scinde by honest means proves that chicanery was no where necessary, 296. 

p 
PALHll:BaToN, Lord, letter to Mr Ellice, Nov.182:5; correspondence with Count 

Ne.$Selrode, 19-con!iders Count Nesselrode's expln.na.tioQ entirely sa.tisfac .. 
toi:y, 21. 

P:i;:a111A, affairs of, see Hetat, 12. 
Pna1.wu.s:1 aff'air~ of, 5-views of Dost Ma.homed rega.rding1 00, 52. 
PESREE?f, valley of1-See Quettah. 
PoT'll?ta1u1,. Lieut. Col. (a.ftcrwa.rds Sir Henry}. resident at. Hydra.ba.d ; hostile 

to the idea of attack on, 83-ma"1.e a. baronet, 139. 
PUB.WAN DuaaA.B1 fight at, IGO-Dr Lord, Lieut. Broadfoot, and Cornot Cris

pin killed at, 161. 
P11sROOT, Colonel Orchard's expedition to, 145. 

Q 

QT,J,.n.riuu."t R1v1E,v1 opinion offavoura.ble to Lord Auckland, 45-Spdctator's 
reply to~ 73. 
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QuE'r'rAB', tho cmpit:i.l of Shn.wl, independence of; Bengal colnmn reaches, 81 
-arrival of Sir J. Keane at, 91-Bombay calumn arrives at; Col, Dcnnie's 
ad ventures near ,; Bombay troops return to, 128-Sir T. Willshiro starts from 
for Kelat ,; troop~ proposed to be 111ent from to reii~vo Kahun, 179-General 
Brooks at:rives at, 240-large force at, 241. 

!I 

Ron.EE, a to;vn in Seinde, troops cross from, 84~ 
Rosw, rela.tions with, 19. 
R.a.1-rl') Capt.ain Queen's Roya.ls, present at Kelat, 131. 

R.&1r, Captain lst Bombay Grenadiers, killed in endeavouring to storm the 
NufoOJk Pass, 18'7. 

RnNOJEET Snfon, Ruler of the Punjaub.; termed "our ancient a.Uy,, in Sim.ta 
proclamation, 6-seizes in 1818 on At tock; on l\f ooltan ; on Cashmere; defeats 
the .A:fl'ghans under Azeem Khan in 1823; seiEes on, but iinds himself unable 
to keep, P eahawu:r; divides.it bet1vixt Kam.ran Sb.a.hand Doat J.:lahomed, 7 
-advances to meet Aifglla:ns, and defeats them, in 1885; reaolves to sejze on 
Shikarpore; his feelings on tbe death of Hurry Singh and defeat of his 
troops at Jumrood, II-had maintainl'!d the line of the Indus: a scone of in .. 
cessant strife, 12-Peshawur constant source of e:x:penditurc and annoyanco 
to, 89-would ha.ve been willingly parted with i had never sought to atta.cl£ 
C&bool, .57-entera ou treaty with British govennneut and the Shah Sooj&h, 
68-dcclines to permit our army to pass through the Punjaub, 78-deo.th of 
occurs on 27th June; intelHgeucc of reaches t-he troops lst AUg~:st ~ is sue ... 
ceeded by KlllTUck Singh; his treatment of Shere Singh his repudia.ted li!OD• 

now ruler of the Punja.uh, 262. 
s 

S.uEa General Sir RonERT, pursues Cand&bar Sirdarr;, 99; commands the leading 
eolumn at Ghuznie, 111-0pera.tions in Kohistan, 166-service cxpiros) 283 
..... bis brigade forces tbe Khoord Cabool Pass and retitos on Jellalaba.d, 
293. 

SAt.TEll, Lieut. Col., commands 2d Ca.va.Iry at Purwau Durrah,. 159. 
S11i10N1cn, Count, Rusaia.n Ambassador at the court. of Persia, 20-desirep tb6 

King of Persia. to attack Hera.t) 20. 
S111KARroaE, a town in Scinde, amount of fol'Ce at, in Feb. 1839, 86. 
SH.&n Soo1.&11~ Th-0J-:6.rst appearance of as a. public character, ii-defeated a.ud 

driven from his kingdom by Futteh Khan ; pensioned at Loodianah, iii-Sir 
Alex:. Burnea~s opinion or, 85, 268, note-on terms with the brother of Dost 
fl,:Ia.bomed, 49-mode of restoration :recommended by Burnes, 68, 70-chn.ra.o .. 
ter of his mini~torsj 165-spends the winter at Jella.labad, 144. 

SHEl.TON, Colont:l, appointed to oominand Sd brigade at Cabool, 26(}-1e.ave11 
Ferozepore and reaches JoUalaba.d, 261-sucee8$ of in Na.z.ia.11 valley, 262-
proceeds to escort Ca.pt. Broadfoot, 266. 

SPBCTJ.TOB Newspa.per,-r;agacity of views, 73-rei'u.tal of Qucirterly &view, 14-. 
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Srau.tw, troops stationed atJ 161-compelled to retil'O from, 163--re .. occupied 
by Col. Dennie, 155. 

T 
T•zr::r., victory near, 148. 
Tinuni: Valley. ox.pcdition to, 280-found abandoned, 281-troops eonnected 

with Doorannees, 279. 
TEzBEN, cafila. seized at, opens the Ghilzie insurrection, 284. 
Tni1oua SHAH, character of, i. 

TtvEaxoN, Lord Palmerston's speech .a.t, deacribing the tranquillity of Affgllan-
i>lan, 291-92. 

ToJtBEHS, Mr, Secretary to Government. 71. 
ToD, ~Ja.jor, Ambassador at Herat, 19. 
TooTAN Duna.&.H, Lieut. Conolly killed at; foTts destroyed at, 169. 

v 
VAt.IAN'l', Colonel T., {now General) captures Kurrachee,. 86-left in charge 

of tho mouth &f the Indus; roomber of Nuffuos:k eornmission, but opposed 
the report of; votes iu favour of,199. 

V1:NTt1RA, General, a Corsican officer in the Seikh army, rema.tns behind on 
advance of Tirnour Shah for Pit'Sba.wnr, 113. 

V:u::ov1Tcn-n. Cossnck Li~utenant, 23.-..objects of his mission, 26, 27, 47-
treatment of at Cabool, 48-Burnests accoont of, 55-Ha.d no political au
thority, 66. 

V1s.&un, post at the mouth of the lodus; Bombay troops disembark at, 81. 

w 
'V ADE1 Capt. (afterwards Sir Cla.ude Martin); statement jn reference to Dost 

1\Iahomed'11 attack on Peahn.wur, 8-11-said by Masson to ba.ve denounced 
the peaceable arrangement for tho surrender of Peshawur1 9 (11ote)-vicws 
as to tile popularity of tbe Shah Soojah, 39-takes charge of detachment o t 
contingent fr-0m Peshawur to Cabool, SO~Bl, also p. 113. 

\VALli.Ea, Captain, accornpanies Captain Anderson against the Ghilziea, 148. 
\V',u.LACE1 Colonel, ta.kesehargeofgrand coniroy from Ferozepore, 146-arrives 

at Cabool, 146-procecds towards Ghu.znee with troops, 148-joined l•y 
Capta.i:n Andl'raon, captures a fort and returns to Ghuzuie. 

'VB&.ELHn, Lieut.- Col., suooe.sses against the chiefs, 153. 
\V1Lt.BH1nE, Sir 'fhomu, commands tl!e Bombay column of the Army of the 

lndus j des(leut of from Kbelat by tho Dolan Pass; 86·135-retutns from Ca .. 
bool to Quetta.h over tbe 'fobo.h mountains, 127-proceeds a.ga.inst Mel1ra.h 
Khan, 128-Capture of KheJa.t, 130.J&i. 

W1LSOlf, Colonel, mortally Wounded at Kojjuck, 235. 
WooDst1nN, Captain, about to be s:ent to reinforce Ghirisk, 139-aceompanies 

reinforcements 1or Ghirisk, 269-sent out at head of detachment. to Gh?r
isk to attack Ukhtar Khan, 116- skilf11l movements of, 277 - briDiant 

Rl 



vio,t()l'y -0n the.aelmu~d, -~~~~P~flt¥ .. ~Pta~.~ G~"W,~:a ,f~J g_,a!l~t. 
conduct of; leaves his. couch to lead hia regiment, 279-his dea.th, 'noto "tO 

'' !~ · > • '•!t<>I I , ,-.,, .. .,,, 

P• 200. 
W :ruira, Lieut. Colonel. member of the Nut'ooek commission, note 199-arrives 

a.t Candahar -.nd his detachment added to General Nott'11 AJ"my ; detacPme.n.t 
under, sent out to the Gbilz~ coUntry, 274-brilliant success of,.iOid-force 
dis.patched under, into ~? Teree ~ountrY,, 280. ·· 

y 

Y.&.a MJ.nox~;o, ~izicr to Kan;ir~ ~~-:-,~~e ... Jier~t a~d Kapi,~~n S~h. 
z 

ZIMAN SnA11, elevation of to the throne, ii. 
ZoonAMu'l', V~Uey, expedition int~, 283. 
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