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Tuax following memoir was drawn up for the Bombay T%imes
and Monthly Times newspapers: the former a bi-weekly print,
chiefly read in India; the latter, for which it was principally in-
tended, being published on the morning of the dispateh of the
Overland Mail, and having much the greater part of its circula-
tion in Europe. Various valuable narratives, giving accounts
of the campaign of 1839, were published in the year 1840, the
titles of which have beecn quoted as their pages have been
referred to and drawn upon for the substance of the Second
Chapter of the present volume. The writers of these treat,
after their own fashion, of the events of which they were wit-
nesses or sharers: Dr KenNEDY confines himself to an account
of the mareh of the Bombay column, which at first, for three
mouths, pursued 4 different route from the Bengal portion of the
army ; until, reaching the mouth of the Bolan Pass, it afterwards
followed the track of the leading column, although ten marches
in its rear, until the whele assembled at Candahar on the 4th May,
where the clements of the grand army were, for the first time,
united. The march between this and Caboel furnishes common
ground, which has been traversed by ali the writers whe describe
the operations of Sir Jorw Keane. Dr Kexnepy retires with
the Bombay force by the new route over the Toba mountains, to
the southward of that which had been previously traversed, and
brings the reader back-through Sukkur with the last fragment
of the force. Major Ourram’s “ Rough Notes™ are cniirely
confined to what he himself did or saw: he gives us his adven-
tures at starling in Cutch in quest of camels—the gallant,
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engaged in one or moere of the several campaigns under review,
and nearly all of them at the heads of departments in the de-
tachments to which they belonged, and each of whom most
frankly and willingly complied with his request for their advice
and assistance. The introductory and concluding chapters are
the only enes which have not been subjected to this species of
ordeal. T'o these gentlemen the Author’s most grateful acknow-
ledgments are due; and he only regrets that, in consequence of the
etiquette of the Service, forbiding them to be formally known
as contributors to a newspaper, he cannot thank them by name
for the labour and pains Lestowed by them in corrceting casual
errors, which fortunately were less numerous than might have
been apprehended,—as well as for the complimentary manner
in which they have been pleased to express themselves as to the
acenracy of the narrative. For the opiniens maintained as to
the policy and management of the war, the gentiemen alluded to
are, of course, In no way to be held responsible.

The sale of bocks of the present description is in Western
India in the last degree limited: the want of curiosity so con-
stanily manifested in England in reference to the concerns of
the East, left no reason to suppose that a work of greater mag-
nitude on this subject, if published separately, would have
covered the heavy charges incurred in prioting at Bombay,—
the difficulty at once and necessity.of having the proofs care-
fully corrected and revised, put home publication out of the
question,—and the style of the writing pretended to none of -
the graces which might have attracted the attention of the reader
where the subject by itself was teo him of little interest. On
these grounds, a very small edition (200) of the volume has been
thrown off : this being not, strictly speaking, a reprint from the
Bombay Times, but an impression from the types as re-adjusted
and placed in pages. Several errors have been corrected, and
some few changes in arrangement, and a slight enlargement
made, while the whole has been subjected fo repcated and very
careful revisals: and this is all that has been done in the way
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of alteration. These explanations are required to account for
the numberless imperfections with which the volaome is charge-
able,—for the defects in style, and occasional want of me-
thod whieh, though inexcusable in a formal historical work,
may be pardoned in a newspaper memoir, written occasionally
amidst attacks of sickness, at all times in haste and under the
pressure of nomesous, complieated, laborious, and varied avo-
cations. The duties of a newspaper editor at home give no
sort of idea of the labours and perplexities of a journalist in
India ;:—without reports of public meetings or parliamentary
debates,—where political discussions, in the English sense of
the term, which at all times farnish food for unlimited specnia-
tion to a ready or fluent writer, are disrelished,—with a het and
relaxing climate to contend against, and many of the duties
which in Eunrope are discharged by correspondents, reporters,
subeeditors, or other assistants, thrown entirely into his hands.
In drawing ap the present narrative, cach month demanded its
chapter complete, however numerous might be the documents
required to be consulted, or perplexing and inaccessible the
authorities to be referred to,~—~whatever might be the amount of
interruptions, or the pressure of extraneous avocations ; and the
several sheets were generally taken away by the compositor as
written—the first proofs not being ready for revision till the last
pages were out of the writer's hands. The dispatch of the mail
required that the printing machine should be at work by a given
hour, without regard to the fatigues of the party who prepared for
it its supplies of food. This will account for, if not excuse, much
repetition and not a little confusion, which will be observed espe-
cially in the first and second chapters, and of which no ene of these
which follow is wholly free. To have got rid of these, which even
an author’s partiality for his own writings leaves sufficiently ap-
parent o himself, would have required an amount of alteration,
incurring an cxpenditure of money and of labour which there
was no reason to suppose the return of sales would compensate,
and which no prudent person would have recommended a poor
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man to undertake without hope of requital, for the benefit of
those who might not, after all, have appreciated the outlay
that had been incurred in their behalf,

No exertion has been spared to complete the work to the best
of the writer’s ability under the disadvantages which hurried
periodical publication always impose ; he is conscious of no sel-
fish motive, or personal bias towards any one; and has neither
been influenced by fear or favour of any party; be has warmly
and fearlessty assailed the dishonest and aggressive foreign palicy
alike of Leord EvLvLevBorovucH as of Lord AvckLanp, aware
that, inso doing, he should incur the displeasure of the men of
both parties who might happen to favour his speculations with
perusal : he undertook the task in his capacity of newspa-
per editor, in the hope of supplying something not quite fami-
liar nor wholly unaeceptable to the reader, but under no delusion
as to his pre-eminent qualifications for its discharge,—and now
passes the result of his labours from his kands, not as a velume
worthy of the name of history, or capable, as a literary produc-
tion, of withstanding the censures of the eritie, but as a mere
reprint of an ephemeral memoir, which may help to assist the
recollection of those into whese hands it shall chanee to fall,—and
who prefer a book to a series of chapters spread over seven months
of a newspaper file,—of the connection betwixt the victories of
Lord Keawe and the terrifie disasters of the army of General
EvpmiNsToNe, The excessively limited amount of its circulation
precludes it from being considered so much even as a memoir to -
serve in the place of history till history be written. It was ori-
ginally jntended that the chronicle of events should have been
brought down through the ealamities of winter and spring 1841
42 to the triumphant return of our armies ¢o India: and this
is a work of much interest and importance which yet remains to
be performed by some one,—the narratives of the prisoners being
confined to the affairs at Cabool. But the parliamentary papers
and numerous journals published in the course of the past six
months, furnish a mass of material which would, afier the utmost
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compression, oceupy as large a space as that devoted to the events
of the three preceding years; and it seemed doubtful whether
public interest might not flag had this been attempted vo be issued
in chapters,—more than doubtfu! whether it would have been eared
for as a separate volume. The narrative, therefore, was broken
off at the period supplied by the Ghilzie insurrection—when
a new roll rather than a new chapter in our history may be said
to have been opened up.

The woodcuts of Nufoosk and Surtef were engraven for a
work of a different nature from the present: that having fallen
aside they are now taken advantage of. This, it is hoped, will
be accepted as an explanation why, if any illustrations were
thought of, more were not given. These are presented to the
reader because they were at hand, at any rate ; they were not
purposely prepared : more could not have been afforded.
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At page 12, line 7 from ihe top, for 1837 read 183D.
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Ty o 2 from bottom, for fall of Herst read safoty of Morat.
40, . 4 from the botiom (note 41,} for expected read oxpressed.
G3, «. L0 from top, for presents to Lahore +ead prosents to Bunjeet

g,
92, ... 11 fmn:.g tho Lop, jor 6th April read 26th April.

124.—Omit from line 5 to line 10 from the top of the page. The change
of plan adopted in the course of publication excludes the ae~
count of the dostruction of the Cabool army and advance of
General Pollock’s troops, proposed to have been givenin the
concluding chaptors.

127, line 16 from the bottom, for Licut. McKonzie vead Lisut, Nicholson.

148.--A. note, copied from the Agra Ukhbar, states, that the chisfs who
fell into the hands of Lieut, Nicholson were executed con-
trary to agreement.  Si» W, Macnaghton in his Letter, printed
at p. 287.80, states, that the chiefs wore perfectly aware that
they were to be capitally punished, and that there was no
stipulation whatever to the coatrary.

203, —Linc 15 from the botiom, for judgment of . court of inguiry read
decision of a couri, &c,

2383, «. 16 from top, for Kojuck road Kujjuek.

243.—Mr Roll’s demise is said to have taken place on the Ist August::
it oecurrod late on tho evening of the 81st July.

249 Linc 7 framx top E¢ i stated that Lisut. Outram was spocially
mentioned by Colonel Dencon in his account of the eaptuee of
Kittoor. 'Jhis was not Licoi. James {afterwards the distin-
quished Major) Oulrams as statcd by mistake in the iext;
but his brether ; both wero present and did good serviee, but
Licut. Outram of the engineers is the party stated to have
beers named in the Jdigpateh.
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PREFACE.

AFFGHANISTAN is walled in on the north by the Hindoo Koosh and
the Paropamisan range of mountaios,” many of which reach the
¢elevation of 20,000 feet—the summit level of the passes through
which the inlercourse betwixt the couniries to the north and south of
these is maintained, varies from 10 to 13,000 feet. ¥ On the south
and east it is bounded by the river Iadus from Atlock in longitude
73° east, latitude 24° north, to as far south as latitude 32° 20/. On
the east it is divided by stupendons mountain ranges from Chinese
Tartary—on the west it borders with Bakhara, Koondooz, and Persia ;
ca the south-west with Beloochistan and Secinde, from both of which
it was wont to claim allegiance, military service, and tribute. The
kingdom of Cabool, which more immediately concerns us at present,
arose out of the dismemberment of the empire of Nadir Shah, When
that monarch was murdered in 1747 he was succeeded by Ahmed
Shah, the founder of the Ddooranoee monarchy ;—a skilful, brave
and enterprizing soldier, whose whale reign, to the period of his death
in 1773, was spent in war. He bequeathed an empire which reached
from Khorassan to Sirbind, and from the Oxus ¢o the sea, to his son
Timor, a weak and indolent monarch, unable t6 rule -the extensive
realms and tarbulent subjects the more vigarons hand of his father
bad with difficulty controlled. Timor Shab transferred the seat of
government from Caudabar to Cabool, and was, in 1793, succeeded
by Zemaun £hah, one of the youngest of hia sons.§ On the elevation
of this prinee to the throne, which bad been effected by a faction of

* Hamilton's Gazetieer

1 Rough Notes on the Campaign in Scinde and Affghanisian, &o. By
Caftzm} James Cutram, p. 110,

Asiatle Journal from September to December, 1833. Tke whole of the
papers in this periodieal on our Affghan policy are able and cxcellent, and
would form valuable subjects of study to those who have the ignorance or
mpadence to assert that tho mischicfs of tho Affehan war were only first dia-
overed after it began to appear nnfortanato.

A
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the nobles, his elder brothers broke out in open insurrection: one had
himself proclaimed king of Candahar, but was afterwards defeated and
blinded by Mahmood Shah, another brother, who seized Herat, which
he was permitted to retain.  The elevation of the Shah Zemaun to the
throne, had given yise to much popular discontent: aul Futteh Khan,
head of the Darukzyes, having formed an alliance with the ruler of
Herar, advanced to the eastward, where, near Candahar, he defeated
Zemzun, who was aflerwards betrayed into the hands of the con-
quercr, by whom he was bliaded and sent prisoner to Cabaol. Shah
Soojah, a siill younger son of Timor, and brother of Zemaun, now,
for the first time, appears in the field. In 1801, on learning the mis-
hap of his brother, he advanced on Cabool from Peshawur, but was
defeated, and his army dispersed by Futteh Khan and his Barukzyes.
An attempt in 1803 was more successful. When Futich Khan,
acknowledged on all hands to have been a man of talent and ecurage,
was absent from his eapital engaged in quelling an insurrection,
advantage was taken of some religions quarrels betwixt the leading
Mahommedan sects: and the Shah Soojah, who had shortly before
been a second time defeated, from a fugitive living on the bounty of
the tribes was raised to the throne, After six years of almost ubin-
terrupied turbulence and discord, during which he, on more than one
occasion, nearly lost his crown, he was, in 1810, totally defeated by
Futteh Khan, and driven from his kingdom. In 1811 he made an
unsuceessful attempt to vegain the sovereignty. He subsequently
resided in the Punjanb till stripped of the crown jewels and all his
other property by Runjeet Singh. This is a brief but exact cutline of
the early caresr of the Shah Soojah. His grandfather obtained the
kingdom by conguest. Jis brother, to whom he temporarily sue-
ceeded, was one of the younger sons of Timor, the son of Abmed
Shah, and was raised to the sovereignty by force aver the heads of
his elder brothers; to whom, if senjority and hereditary right were
to be considered grounds of claim, it properly belonged. Kamran
Shah of Herat, son of Mahmoud, the eldest of these, bas throughout,
since his father’s death, been the representative of the lineal braneh,
and is s0 still. The Shah Soojah maintained a weak and troubled reign
for the space of seven years, during which ke never exercised authority
over one half the territory or subjects, or claimed oaze tithe of the
rights of which we afterwarde for a time put him in possession. It
is well to recollect these things, because the general impression amongst
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thie public at large appears throughout to have been, that in placing
the late Doorannee ruler on the throne, we were restoring a onee
powerful and popular monarch to rights which be had formerly en-
joyed:—to a kingdom end subjects so ruled by him throvgh a long
period of time, as thal, from them with him as their sovereign, we
might Jock for a strong and imperishable barrier against all invasion
from Persia and Ruossia. Instead of this, we associated ourselves with
an ally wlio was only able to maintain a precaricus rule, because of the
dissensions of the other chiefs :—who never possessed the confidence
of the Affzhans to an exient that would have enabled Lim to ward
off foreign aggression, from whatever quarter it might have been
threatened.

Futtel Khan, though actually holdiag the power and destinies of the
kingdom in his baods, bad never claimed the title of Sovereign,
which was enjoyed by Shah Mahmoud, the hereditary Grand Vizier.
The former chief was shortly afterwards deprived of sight at Candahar
by a son of the latter, in revenge for the contemptucas manner in
whicl he had spoken of the ruler of Cabool. This barbarous act of
vengeance immediately converted the brothers of Futteh Khan into
ihe most active enemies of Mahmoud Shak and his family,* After
a considerable period of turbulence and strife, the Doorannee empire
was dismembered. In 1826, Dost Mahomed made himself entire
master of Cabool.f He deprived his Lrother Jubbar Khan of the
Ghilzce country, of which he bad just before obtained possession, and
made him bis vizier; seizing also on Jellalabad, which had belonged
to Mahomed Zemaun Khan, Candahar fell under the rule of three
of Dost Mahomed’s brothers. In 1833, the Shah Soojah made a last
aitempt to recover the sovereignty; he defeated the Seindians and
possessed himgelf of Shikarpore. Having advanced by the Bolan Pass
and Quaettah, he was, on the 2d of July 1834, defeated by Dost
Mahomed near Candahar, and scught refuge from the Khan of Kelat,
From this date he lived a pensioner on the Indian Government within
the Company's territory. He had, indeed, resided at Loodianah
since 1818: we allowed him a peusion of £4500 a-year, but avoided
meddling with his quarrels.} Sixty winters had cooled his ambition,
and he scemed content fo spend his days in affluent and luxurious

*te'léhe ahove is chiefly an abridgement from the Asiatie Journal, as already
quoted.
1 Major Hough’s March and Operations of the Army of the Kndus, p. 414.
I lbid, p- 404, note.
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oxile, when in 1838 it pleased the Dritish Government to treat with
him as a sovereign about to be placed vuce more in power!

Having given thus much of a eursory glance at the state of politics
in Affghanistan when we first embroiled ourselves with its affairs,—its
revenue, and the charaeter of ita people fall next to be noticed
before enlarging on the politieal questions whose discussion imme-
diately preceded preparations for war, and which will net, for some
time o come, have ceased to cecupy public attention.

The entire population of the Doorannee empire is estimated by Mr

.Elphinstione at about a million of souls: of these, from 80,000 io
100,000 are inhabitants of Cabeel,* and about a similar number of the
gity of Candabar.t The town of Tstaliff, but little known to us till
attacked and destroyed by Gen. MeCaskill on the 29th Sept. 18432,
contains about 15,000 inhabitanis; Charekur about 3000; Ghuznic
abouet 3000; and Quettah aboul 6000. The last-named town was at
this time a portion of the Khanate of Kelat, to which it has since been
re-annexed ; from 1835 to 1842, we held it as belonging to the Shah
Soajah. There are no other towns of nufe in the kingdom, save
Jellalabad, which is within the first line of passes. Cabool, the eapital,
is sitvated in Lat. 34 deg. 30 min, N, and Long. 68 deg. 31 min. E.
It is more than three miles in circumference. It is surrounded by
rocky hillsg and the beautiful but narrow valley in whieh it stands
is ne leas than 6390 feet above the level of the sea. It is remark-
able for the execllency and abundanee of its fruits. The Bala Hissar,
or citadel, is placed on an eminence, half a mile long and half as
much broad, overleoking and eommanding the town, which is difficult
of access either to friend ot foe. It is, or rather it was, chiefly
remarkable for the magnificence of its bazaars. These Dbuildings,
formed by a continuation of streets roofed in and crossing cach other
at right angles, were, until our trocps blew them up in 1842, the
admiration of every traveller, and the architeetural pride of Central
Asia. The revenues of Cabool with all its territories, amcunted in
Dost Mahomed's time to from £250,000 to £300,000 a year:| during
the period of our cceupation they seldom exceeded £220,000;9 while,

* Burnes. Major Hough.
1 Major Hough states that there are 40,000 houses, and 100,000 johabitants
in Candahar (p- 136.) We are dispescd (o take a lower esthnate,
1 Bajor Hough, pp- 284 and 430.
|| See Burnes’s Travels.
% Letter of Sir Alex. Burnes, published in the Domday Z¥mes,
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in adilition to thig; Candahar yielded £30,000 ; and the whole revenues
of the Shah Socjah betwixt*1833 and 1841, never probably amounted
to any thing like :£400,000 a year. The charges we incurred on his
account annually, were about eight times this. The winter throughout
Afighanistan is exceedingly severe, the thermometer at Cabool often

sinking below zero, and remaining 8 or 10 deg. under freezing for
three or foor months together.

Recent oceurrences hsve occasioned so mueh wrathful disenssion as
to the character of the Afighan populafion, that instead of atteropling
an analysis or delineation of it for ourselves, we shall borrow what
appears to us an emceedingly fair one from the Asiatic Journal; the

article we are about to quote being an abstract of the views of Elphin-
stone, Conolly, Burnes, and Mooreroft ¢

* Theso tribes differ so much In tkeir internal government, manaers, and
cistoms, that they may be almost regarded as distinet nagions ; the only fea-
ture which is most marked amongst the Affghan tribes, as common to all, is a
wild independence, which, in somo approaches 1o a republican sentiment of
equality. They are all, likewise, remarkable for a lofiy martial spirit, sim-
plicity of manncrs, and hospitality. The original number of their tribes, or
family divisions, is four : but these have been subdivided into several branchos,
cach ruled by its own independant khan, or chief, though retaining aun idea of
a comtaunity of blood and interests. Each iribe, or aoloos, has & distinet form
of government, of the patriarchal character, constilutiag a compleie commozn-
wealth in itself. The Affghan nation is composed of an assomblage of these
eommasnwealths, which form one state by obedience to the anthority of a
¢ommon sovereign, though the submisslon of some of the tribes has ever been
but nominal. The Affghans exult in the frec spirit of their institutions; they
cherish the notion that all Affghans ave equal’ When Mr. Eiphisstone
urged, on an intelligent old man of the Meeankhail tribe, the superiority of a
secure lifo, under 5 powerful monarch, to the discord and blosdshed whick
prevailed undor their present system, lie replied proudly, ¢ We are content
with discord, we arc centent with bloodshed, but we will never be conient
with a waster.”

¢ The condition of the Affghan women, who aro deseribed as large, and
very fair and landsome, varies with their rank; those of the uppor classes are
entirely concealed, those of the poor do the work of the house. The former
are pot wneducated. In tho country, they go unveiled, and exercise hospi-
{iality when thelr husbands are from home. *I am nol sure, says Mr
Elphinstone, that there is any people in the East, except the Affghans,
where I have geen any trace of she sentiment of love, accordiog to our ideas of
the passion.

*The Affghang exhibit a remarkable conirast te other Mahommedan nations
jn their treatment of Chrigtians, to whom they have not the smallest aversion.
M. Durle, an Indo-Briton, who travelled through Affehanistan as far west ag
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Candahar, mixing with all classes as a Mshommedan, though suspeeted of
being a Poringhee, represents the people as kind, froe, liberal, and tolerant
their aversion towards the Sikbq arises from their rogarding them as pagans.

¥ One of their most remarkable characteristios is their hospitality; the
practice of thizs virtue is a0 mumech a national point of honour, that their
reproach to an inhospitable man iz te say that s is no Affghan. A man’s
bitterest enemy is safe while he is under his roef; and a stranger who has
come into an Affghan’s tent or house is under the protection of the master as
long as he stays in the village. 'The protection, however, does not cxtend
further ; there are instances, in seme of the predatory fribes, of travellers
being ontertained and dismissed with presents, and yet robbed by the same
{rihe, when met again without the bounds of their protection.

#¢ The tribes most addictod to rapine In the west are about Candahar, i the
desert eountry on the hordera of Persia and Beloochistan, and the Ghilzees,
wvho inhabit the Paropamisan mountains. All the tribes of the range of Soli-
man, especially the Khyberees and Vizcerces, are potorious plunderers ; many
others in the st are dispased to plunder, and it is remarked that all the pas-
toral tribes in the west are more disposed io rebbery thau those who live by
agriculture 1 robbery is, however, never aggravated by murder.

“ The nomzde populafion is diminishiag, though the Dooranees extel the
charms of a pasteral life. Those who live in tents are chiefly to be found in
the west; where they amount to¢ one.half ¢he population. All over the east,
the people live in houses. The commonest house is built of unburnt briek
ono story bigh, and roofed with a terrace or low cupela. There is little or no
furuilure within, except a coarse woollen carpet, and pieces of felt fo sit on.
The houses of the great are of two or three stovics, and enclosed with high
walls containing stables and offices, and several courts laid out in pardeus
with fountains. The halls arc supported by pillars and Moorish avchoss
carved and painted. The walls are ornamented with paintings in disterper
or oil, and pictures. The furniture consists chiefly of carpets and felts. The
tents of the shepherds are of coarse hlack camlet; those of the common people
are trom twenty to twenty-dve fect long, ten or twelve broad, aand eight or
nine highy supported by poles, and divided into two apartmenty by a curtain ;
those of the khans arc larger and betier—tho Doorances line their tents with
felt,

¢ The Affrhans are a social, sober, steady. cheerful people. Though wmerry,
they do not laugh much, though they talk a great desl, They are fond of
tales and songs, which are of love or war; but their favourite amusement is
the ehase or hawking.

t« The men are all of a robust make, generally lean, though bony and
muscular, They have high woses, high cheek-bounes, and long faces. Their
hair and beards are generglly black ; sometimes brown. They shave the
middle part of the head, but wear the rest of their hair, which is coarse and
strong, Their countenance Lias an expression of manliness and deliberation,
ucited to an air of simplicity. The western Affizhans are larger and stouter
than those of the east, and some Dooranees and Ghilzees are of surprising
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strenglh and atature; but, generally gpeaking, the Affghans are not so {all as
the English. Their maoners ave frank and open, and though menly and inde.
pendent; they are entircly free from military pride and ferosity. About towns,
the Affghans are in some degree polished ; but in many parés of ike conntry
they are plain and rustic, but never fiexce or insolent, Their deportment is
easy, yot it is not uncemmon to find them bashful, & defest rarely seen inan
Agiatic. Their conversation is ralionaly they are desirous of information, and
the bulk of the people are remarkable for prudenecs, good sense, and observa-
tion. Capt. Burnes says they always interrogaied him elosely regarding
Eurcope; and that ¢ it was delightful to see the curivsity of even tho oldest
men,’ Though far behind Eorepeans in veracity, snd thongh they would
seldom seruple to deceive when their interest was at stake, they have noi the
habitual falsehood of the natives of India and Persis. They ave all remarka-
bly hardy asd aetive, industrions; and laboricus. From the nature of their
country, they are exposed to endure ¢old and heal, and accustomed to
climbing mouyntains and swimming torrents, They are impatieni of heat,
though much of the climate of Affghanistan is kot. They are aliached to
their clans and families, proud of thoir ancestry, and all take a lively interest
in the honour of their couniry. They are kind to thoir immediate dependents,
though the Affighan rule over conguered mnations is severe and {yrannical
They are fajihful in friendship, and mindful of favours, They are neither
irritdhls nor implaeabls, but thoy retain a long remembrance of injuries nod
rotaliated : revenge is esteemed a duty. Caph. Burnes taxes them with idle-
ness and & passion for intrigue; vet he adds, ¢ I imbibed a very favourable
ipression of thelr naticnal character. Mr. Elphiustone sums np their cha.
racter in these words.—¢ Their vices are revenge, eavy, avarice, rapacily,
obstinacy ; on the other hand, they are fond of liberty, faithful to their
friends, kind to thoir dependents, hospitable, brave, hardy, frugal, laboriong,
and prodent; and they arc less disposed than the nations in their neighbonrs
hood {o falsehood, intrigue, and deceis. "—asiatic Journal, 1838, pp. 306—
308.

There s, in one particular, & remarkable difference betwixt the
Affghans and the tribes fo the north and west of them in a matter
which of itself is sufficient to mark the character of a people. The

Heratees, Khivans, Uzbegs, and Tartars of every race deal freely and
extensively in slaves.

“ In the Khurm valley wo overtook another slavo party from the Hazara
country. The owners, 1o the astonishment of our party, were men of Cabool.
They appeared greatly mortified at being seen by us, hung down their heads;
and wished, Lut in vain, to escape notice. 'The Khirakushes vecognised them
as inhabitants of Chardch, a plain in the visinity of Cabeol, and at once
charged them with carrying on a traffic as degrading to an Affghan as it is
secounted konourable in an Uzbek. They were asked how they conld face
thoir clansmen after such disreputable conduct. In extonuation of their con-
duct, they siated, that afier trading to a considerable extent with the Ilazaraz,
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and waiting twelve months for a scttloment of their elaims, thoy had boen
wnable to obtain payment. The correetnoss of the demand was readily
acknowledged, and slaves, valued at its full Jamount, offered in liem of all
claims. At frst they refused this mode of payment, but were at length
induced to comply. Unable after such n deseription of compromise to return
direct to their own ecountry, they were now proceeding o the Uzbek mart of
the Ehurm, or Tash Kurghan, there to realize by sale the procceds of this
digereditable barter-

€ Nothing surprises one sos much, nor is more difficult to be aecousnted for
on rational principles, than the marked shades of difference which often, as in
this case, arc exhibited iz the moral character of neighbouring nations.
Here we have two races of men, professing the same belief, whose habits in
many respects ave alike, and whose loeation and pastoral pursuits offer many
points in common, yet differing in almosi every feeling that marks the man,
and which in their combincd influenee eonstitute {he peeuliar genius of a
pecple. Of the freedom enjoyed by the Aftrhang, the Uzbeks kvow nothing.
The liberty of the slave they capture is not merc ai their disposal than their
own life isiz the hands of their chicf or Beg. To love of country, a feeling
dominant in the breast of an !Affzhan, and which glows with more or less
intensity in the soul of cvery other people from the Zahara o the Esquimaux,
the Uzbek is almost a stranger. The custiom of mas stealing appears {o have
gmothered every better feeling ; and the pratiee of trafficking in human beings
extends even into their domestic arrangements; for their wives are as much
articles of property as their slaves, and are bought and sold with the same
callous indiffevenes.”—Wood’s Journey to the Oarue, pp, 210 & 211,

The following extract, from Mr Masson’s late work, gives an idea
of Affghan liberality and toleration, for which we should in vain seek
2 parallel in the wide limits of Asia te

# Arrouar Tovemation—It is matter of agreeable surprisc to any one
aequaipted with the Mahomedans of India, Persis, and Turkey, and with
their religious prejudices and antipathies, to find that the people of Cabool
arc entirely frec from them. In most couniries few Mahomedans will eat with
% Christain ; to salute him even in erroz, is deemed unfortunate, and he is
looked upon as unclean, Here none of those . difficulties or foslings exist.
The Christian is respectfully called a ¢ kitabi,’ or * one of the book.” The
dissoluto Vazir Futi Khan, when occasionally an Armeniagn Christian pre-
sented himself desiring to become a convert to Islam, was wont to inquire
what he had found deficient in his own religion that he wished to change it ?
anit wonld remark, that thase persons who possessed a book and would adopt
& new faith, were scoundrels, actuated by love of gain, or other interested
mwotive. To the Hindu anxious to enter the pale of the Mahomedan Church,
ke mado no objeetion ; on the contrary, he applaudced him who, having no
religion, embraeed onc. 1 at first imputed tlhe indifference of the Cabeol
people to iheir own laxity, for I soon observed that there was very lHitile
religion among them. Those called Shias werc very generally of the Sun~
mazzabz, whiel, whatever its mystical pretensions, I fear implics no religion at
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all. The same system lazgely prevails among the Suni professors: bot when
the same liberality was found to cxtend over the country and among all
races whether Affighans, Tajiks, or others, whe could not be chargeable with
Sufi doetrines, I was sensible that there must bo some other veason. *

st Living with the Armenians of the city, I witnessed ovary day the terms of
equality on which they dwelt among their Mahomedan neighbours. The
Aymenian followed the Mahomedan corpse to its place of burial ;—the Ma-
homedan showed the ssme mark of respect to the remains of the Armenian
community. They mutually adtended each other’s weddings, and participated
in the little matters which spring up in society. The Armenian presented
gifts on Id Noh Rez, or the Mahomedan New-yoar’s Day ; he received them
on his own Christmas Day. [f it had happened that & Mahomedan had mar-
ried an Armonian female who was lost to the Chureh of the Cross, I found
that the Armenians had retaliated; and brought Mahomedan fomales into their
families and inducted ihem into their faitk. Az Armewnian, in conversation
with the present head of the Wais family, said, that some person had called
him a Kofie, o¢ Infidel. The reply was, * He that calls a kafir is & kaftr himsel?.
It is something for a Christian to reside with Mahomedans go tolerant and
unprejudiced. Wine prohibited to bo made or seld in the city, is permitzed to
be made and used by Armenians, who are simply restricted to indulge in their
own houses. They have not unadroitly induced the Mahomedans to believe
that to drink wiae is part of thelr religion, and to Interfers on that head is
impossible. Thero are a few families of Jews at Cabool; but, while perfectly
tolerated as to matters of faith, they by no meins command the respect
which is shown to Avmenians. Like them, they are permitted o make vinous
and spirituous liguors; and they depend &hiefly for their livelibood upon the
clandestine sale of them. Some years since, a Jow was heard to speak dis-
respectfully of Jesus Christ: he was srriigned, and oconvicted before the
Mahomedan tribunals on a charge of blasphemy; the sentence was sangsar,
or to be stoned to death. The unhappy eulprit was brought to the Armenians.
that they, as particularly inferested, might carry into effeot the punishment of
the law. They declinéd ; when the Mahomedans led the poor wretel without
the eity, and bis life bocame tho forfeif of his indiseretion. It was singular
that an sitack upon the divinity of eur Saviour sheuld bave been held cogni-
zable in a Mahomedan ¢eclesiasticnl court, and that it should bave been
resented by those who, in their theological disputes with Chrisiians, never fail
1o cavil on that very point.”

'I’hese. watters are given with the greater minuteness and detail,
because it has been the habit ever since our armies catered Affghanistan,
to ‘-"'[3*93-k of the people as treacherous and deceitfal savages, charac-
terized by scat:ca]y a good or estimable quality, and hardly, amidst the
severest s“ﬁ'e’““gs inflicted on them, or the most intalerable exaspera-
flons to which they were exposed, entitled to the sytapathies of

civilized men! It appears of late to have been forgotten that Affghan-
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istan and its people were well known to us before our scidiers entered
it; that it had, betwixt 1808, when Mr Elphinstone went on em.
bassage, till 1832, when Conolly and Burnes traversed it from the
Iove of travel and desire to extend our knowledge of geography and
statistics, been described by travellers surpassed by none in modern
times in unimpeachable veracity, in careful and minute research, and
in powers of graphic description.®* The testimony of these and of
those who followed afier them in 1837 and 1838, on the eve of the
ontbreak of the war, of whom Lieut. Wood was one, is perfectly
unanimous,~—the passage already quoted from the Asiatic Journal
giving a full and faithful abstract of their opinions. No wan knew .
more of the Afighan character than the late Sir Alexander Burnes: he
had lived with them in peace, and traversed their country before our
dizcords began with them ; he hal negotiated with them, and striven
to avert collision, and examined every turn and winding, every nook
zud crevice of their policy : he had watched them in open war, and
purchased their forbearance when it could not otherwise be procured.
On the 23d October 1841, within a week of his death, he writes
thus: * I have often wondered at the hatred of the officers towards
the Afighans, They surpass their western neighbours, the supple
lyiag Persians; their northern ones, the emslaved Uszbegs; their

* The books of travels roferred to are the following ;—

Travols into Bokhars, conisining the Narrative of a Voyage on the Indus
from the sea to Lahore, &c.; and an Acgount of a Journey from India to
Cabool, &c., in 1829 and 1830, By Lieut. Burnos. 3 vols. 8vo. 1832,

Journey tc the North of India, overland from Eogland through Russia,
Porsin, and Affghanistan in 1330, By Lieut. Arilmre Conolly.

Mooreroft’s Travels in the Himsalayan Provinces of Hindostan and the Pun-
jaub, in Ladakh and Kaghmir, Peshawur, Cabool, Keondooz and Hokhara.
Prepared for the press by H, H. Wilson, Sanskrit Professor, Oxford. [These
volumes were not published till 1841, though referring to the period infer.
vening beswixt 1819 and 1825, Moorcroft had correspondod very extensively
with the Government as well ag with his friends in India, and a{arge amount
of the information, systematically arrasged by Dr Wilson, had appesred
before in fragments.

Wood's Journey to the Souvcos of the Oxus in 1837.8. 1 vol. 8vo. 1841,

Czhool; being a personal Narrative of a Journey to, and Besidenee in, that
country in 1836.8. By Lieut..Col. Sir Alex Burnes. 1842, This jouraal,
though prepared b{ 8ir A. Burneg at the date just mentioned, was not passed
from his hande tili May 1841 ; so thas he had abundance both of lsisure and
epportunity to correct any imperfections in his previpus observations,

Narrative of a Journey in_ Beloochistan, Affghanistan, and the Punjaub,
betwixt 1826 and 1838, by C. Masson, 3 vols, 1842. The best portion of these
}"’1"“{'523 sppeared in the Transaciions of the Bombay Geographeal Society

or .
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Eastern, the timid Indian ; and their southern ones, the fierce savage
Beloochees. Yet they are blamed because they fight ai night, when
in fact the poor wretches are unable at any other time to cope with
disciplined armies. This course, after all, is I imagine, nothing else
than is allowable ; it was the same as the Scoteh Highlanders pursued
a century since” * The Affghans thronghout found themselves unable
to withstand us in the field : our guns, with which they had nothing
to cope, mowed them down in hundreds, and although cestainly on
numerous occasions they threw themselves upon us regardless of all
danger, charging home to the points of our bayonets, as often as they
eould they took advantage of the darkness of night, or the defiles and
ravines which their country supplied, and which did something to
equalize the condition of the diseiplined soldier with that of the
untrained warrior of the mountains, This was provoking for us, but
it was the only wise course they eould have pursued: the vexation
and annoyaoce, the frequent mischiefs and continual irritation ooca-
gioned by it, made cur officers as indifferent judges of the people
against whom they were employed, and of whose:character they wrote,
as honourable-minded men eould well become. They were placed in.
a false position: they saw everything through a tinted medium; and
they naturally described as they observed ; belng at the same time in
the worst possible position for philosophical observation.

* This is copied nearly verbatim from an entry, dated 23d October, in &
private journal of 8ir Alexander Burnes's, which extends to the 1st November,
the da.{ before his ranrder, and whiehy singularly encugh, amidst the wreok of
afji-l‘ 021 er things has been preserved entire. It is now in the hands of his
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Opinjons of the British in India little affected by consideration of Iome party politics, Per-
plexity in the Rarrative from the divorsity of anthoritics, tho insperfcctions of the pnb-
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Seizes on Attock snd Mooltan—On Cashmere— Captures Peshowur—Resigor it in favour
of Kamren 8hah end Drest Mahomod—Hurry 8ingh gets p of, by treachery, in 1834
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wur in 1835—Retreats before the Seikhy—Buecessful atiaek an Nego Nebal Singh in 1836
~—The Prince selzes Deaera-Ishmael Khan—Preparations for ancther descsnt of troops
from Cabool—Bastle of Jomrgod in hay, 1387-Death of Huarry Siogh—FProstration of
the Beikhs—Ounr tender of mediation. Arrairs or Hersr—Size of the Frinclpatity—
Character of Kamran hah, and his Vizier— Desth of the King of Persia ip 1534-—
Warlike prepavations of the new King—Lotd Palmerston’s remonstrances—Preparations
to march on Herst in 1536—Mr Ellice's alarm—Bbir MNcil and Mr Elliee agreed upon
his right—advance of the Persian army in July, 1837—0Ocenpaticn of Karrack--Qnr com-
pletc command of Persia thronghout the Culf.Moper wasted oo the embassy—Qrati-
tude of Kamran Shah. RELATIONS WIrH REssra—Harmony of the Courts of §3 Peters.
burgh and London in 5§34 and 1835—Suspiciens of Mr Ellice--Bugbear of Russian in~
fluence— Count Simonich joins the Persian Cemp before Herat—Givea Directions—Nego.
tiations with the Cundahar Sirdars—Mission of Lieuienant Vieovieh to Cubool—With-
drawal of Couat Simonich and Captain Vicovich--English Cabinet express themselves
eptirely saticfied—Sir J. Hobhouse's Speech in 1842~ Remarks on— Ascamyptions of False-
Liood and Folly of Rapsis unsopported. Carmuy Buavzss NEGOPLATIONS a1 Candote~
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Tiis chapter has, with a view to explicitness and perspicuity, been
broken up iate four subdivisions——on the affairs of Peshawur and those
of Herat—on the alleged jatrigne of Persia and Russia, and negoeia-
tiona of Sir Alexander Burnes at Cabool, betwizt September 1837 and
May 1883 ; though it must be allowed that the danger of occasienal
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repefition has thereby been imcurred. As the statements put forward
may appear strange snd new to the English reader—at variance, as they
are, with most of what has been set forth In and out of Parliament by
the defenders of Lord Aucklasd's policy,—it is proper to explain that
very pearly the whole of the facts are taken from the official papers of the
Government of India, or Foreign Office, selections from which were, in
1337, published by order of Parliament. The sources of all the informa.
tion have been carefully and copiouely indicated, that the reader, who may
chanee to suspect prejudice or partiality, may have an oppartunity of satis-
fying himself as to whether the extracts have beea fairly dealt with. The
works whence these are taken are parfectly open and accessible; and we
have every wish that the suspicions should resort to thiem to see whetber
their doubls are eapable of verifieation.

The writer has no hesitation in admitting that he iz, and has always
been, conservative in his views,~-opposed to the late Governcr—General in
bis English politics, but net, therefore, opposed to him in his Indisn admi-
nistration. In fudia, these considerations have little weight in the dis-
cussion of general questions. The keenest and most consistent advocate of
Lord Auckland’s poliey, is the Englishman newspaper—a conservative in
its polities: one of ils ablest oppouents is the somewhat more than Whig
Bengal Hurhare. Divided as the newspapers of India have been in their
ideas of the wisdom of the Simla policy ef 1838, they have borne unanimous
and willing testimony to the good intentions of Lord Auckland, and the
amiable and benevolent character of hia domestic administration. They
have been still more heartily cordial and united in ridienling and exposing
the zllernate bursis of madness and imbecility, the Scklensss, vacillation,
and caprice which hiave throughout c¢haracterised the rule of Lord
Ellenborough. These considerations may perhaps be permi.ted to bave
some weight 1o exempling us from the ¢harge of that undeviating partizanship
which manifests itself in England, where, smongst cue class of disputants,
nothing is wrong—nothing censuzabla or dublous in the conduet ef the late
Gov.-General —nothing in that of the present one which is not more or less
liable to one, or ali, the three jmputativns—and where, amongst their op-
ponents, these predicaments are maintained—ihe individoals placed ia them
being shified. With 21l the opprobrium of ihe Afighan war or its head,
the adicinistration of Lord Anckland will, in Indis, be regarded hence-
forward with fir more respect ti:an that of Lord Ellenborengh with un-
disputed claims to the popularity and wisdom of the abandonment of the
unimaginably wicked and disastrous scheme of his predecessor. To the
European resder much confusion of ideas must necessarily arise from the
eonstant references to parties at war the one day and peace ife next, inces-
saotly making arrangements for attack or for defence ; terrifying the Caleut:a
cabinet with the ideas that the flames of war were to be lit up in the very
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regions where we wera endeavouring to extend our commerce—the next
with alarms for jntrigne azd cealition, threatening danger on the threshold
of our Indian possessions, aud filling the rulers thersof with alarm znd
dismay, These constant alternations are in the last degree perplezing in
the study of the Parliamentary papers ; from which the advoeales of either
side, who chose to restrict their seloctions to isolated passages, may draw
weapons enougl to defaad themselves against their oppounents.

The docaments themselves have been furnished by a variety of individuals,
vory differently situated from eaeh other, in sespeet, alike, of their oppor-
tupities, as of their aptitude for observation, and deducing their conclusions
from appearances in the last degree varying from each other.

Tha papers themselves besides, have been garbled and sest forth to servethe
purposes of the late Cabinet in suppoerting their Affghan policy, rather than
to supply correct information : they are in some eases, as in tbat of the
share supplied by the late Sir Alexander Burnes, so made up as to suppori
positions se much 28 possible oppozed to thoss they were intended to sag.
tain, which thay uow establish when set forward entire. Itiszevident besides,
from the zllusions inx many of the momutilated despatehes, that much of
the information which it weuld be desirable to pessess remains to this bour
goncealed in the archives of the Boeard of Gentrol.

No pains have been spared to clear up the obseurity flowing from these
chanaele in zo far 22 this could be accomplisbed by a carefal study and com.
parison of all the papers which appeared with or withont consent of parlia—
ment, There are other teurces of perplexity which ean only be surmounted
by a careful consideration of a few leading partienlars aboeut to bhe
explaised.

It must, in the first place, ba kept in view amongst the counstant allusicas
to the altermwtions of hostile and of friendly interconrse amongst the chiefs
themselves, that they in fact had no settled or consistent system of poliey :
that their alliances were transiant and uncertain : that the incursion of one
maonth was followed by the embassage of the next. Take the ease of Persia
and Herat as an illustration : we fiad the former threateniag the Istter early
in 1834, aad before the end of the year they were on terms of friendship ;
and in 1836, 1837, and 1838, Herat was besieged—and Persia agresing with
Russia to have Kamraz, the Suddozys prince, set sside, and Kobun Dil Kbhan,
the Barukzye Sirdar, put on the thronoe in big stead. In Nov. 1838, Persia
foregaes all these schemes, and once mare makes peace: i 1840 the tables
ar¢ turned, and the king of kings is indnced by Englaud to strengthen the
kand, and inerease the territory, of the Suddozys. Searcely is this arrange-
ment completed, wher tha latter turns his back on England, makes spoatane -
ous submission to Persiz, and reatores what we had procured for him, Turn
aextto Candahar: the Sirdars therehad, from the time their brother Dast Mabo-
med acqwired supremacy in Cabool, been dlmost incessantly at fond with hir.
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They were throughout in leagus with asother brotber to destroy his power,
Sooltan Blahemed Khan, oo whom the Ameer had eonferred Peshawur ; and
seemed ready lo accept the assistance of Herat acd Persia in turn to aceom-
plish theirchjects as these presented themselves. Oua one point only were all
ibe Mahomedan princes just named thoroughly agreed,—in thair hatred te the
Seikhs, and their determination to recover Peshawur from heathen dominion,
In this great object they were united, bat In nothing beyond it, Dast Mahe-
med had given it to his brother, from whom it had been frandulently wrested
in 1884, and ha desired to re-annex it to Cabool, His brother, himself in
leagne with the Candahar Sirdars, coveted it for their own usc aloze, being
in the last degree jealous of tlie Cabool chief, and eager to subvert his
autherity. Kawmran Shak apparently lent himself to this eonfederacy
withoui hope of immediate gain, unless indeed the dream might have crossed
his mind that in the midst of the eonfusion he might have some chance of
recovering a further portion of the territories ruled over hy his gramdfather ;
his chisfl object being te avenge himself on the Barukzye chief, whe bad
sitceessfully driven and excluded the 1ast hope of the Suddozyes from kingly
power. The king of Persia obviously desired to increase the Doorzunse etn—
pire as much as possible, in the hepe of making it all hiz owo. It must be-
sides, be recollected, that war in these countries, so far from being regarded,
as in civilized Burope, the worst of exils, is looked upon as a heroic and
exciting oacupation,—as the only means by which power amd glory are
really to be won. The rapture of the sirife {a reason enough for the
leaders—tli¢ hope of plunder for the followers—rushing into battle.

In 1832, when Captain Burnes first visited Affzhanistan, Persia threatenad
Candahar’ and the Sirdars, alarmed at the danger from the west, 2od aware
of how little they merited kindness at their brother’s hands, kmew nat
where to look for agsistance, Dost Mahomed was too large-mioded a poli-
tician to permit personal feeling to betray him iate the foily of suffering hia
country to be endangered. Ife knew that if }'ersia advanced ot Candahar,
she would come farthier, and that Ghuznis or Cabool itself might suffer.
He wrote to his brother—"* When the Persians come, Izt me know, and as [
am now your enemy will 1 thien be your friend.” (1) The threat of invad-
ing Affghanistan seems indeed to have been a peculiarly favourite ons with
Persia ; made use of from time to time from the period of the final dissolution
of the Doorannee monarchy. Dost Mahomed appeaes to have been the enly
priace in those parts who had sericusly set himself about extending the inte-
rests of commercs, and maintainiog the vigorpus administration of justice
amongst his subjects, Asnothing could more seriously have impeded the tran.
quil advancemeatof these than the continual alarm to which the threats allud-

e

1. Travels in Bokhara, vol. iil, p. 272, 12mo edition.
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ed to fromiime to time gave rise, the wisest eourse he conld have pursned was
to have endeavoured to obfain a secure and permanent alliance with the
sovereign who nttered them, His anxiety to establish relations with distant
foreign powers was equally an evidence of his desire for peace, and ought,
so far from exciting our jealousy, to have elicited our warmest approbation,
—the more especially when it appeared that an slliance with ourselves was
that which he preferred zbove all others, and for whosa sake he was willing
to sacrifice them sll. Cae thing alone he refused lo concede to ns—the
abandenment of his claims to Peshawur,—a measure which, if yielded,
would have disgraced him for ever in the eyes of hiz aubjects, as well as of
sarrcunding natiens. For this refusal we expelled him from his throne !

No stronger evidence ean be had ofthe selicitnde of all the Affghan chiefs
as far west as Seistan, for an slilance with Eogland, than the promplitude
with which all their own individual schemes wers abandoned so soon as the
appearance of the mission in 1887 held oul a prospect of this being acceded
them. It must be kept in view that we offsred our interposition betwixt
them and their ¢nemies at a time when they asked not our assistance; that
they were under na treaty or obligation to us whatever ; and thatif they had
something to hope from ocur friendship, they had no reason to suppose that
they had any groands of fear from our enmity. They were perfectly inde—
pendent of us, and entitled to accept ot decline the frieadly offers so super-
fluously and officionsly proffered them, without our having the slightest
grounds of anger, further than may be considered justifiable when felt by one
-who, meddling with the affairs of his neighbour, reczives, as he deserves,
the meddler's reguital.

When we tendered Kamran Shab, the Suddoyze, help against our
aliies of Persia, he frankly told ns, he did not want ne. ** With regard to
the coming of the Persian army," says he, as stated in the official des.
patches, ** I am mot, and never shall be, in any way willing to give you
trouble or annoyance. Should the Kussian government evince any great
desire to come to Herat, do not prevent the advacce of the army, or take
any trouble about the matter. It is an affair of oo consequence. Let them
come, in order that they may be able to prove what they can do, May it
please God, the most Merciful ! the steed of their wishes abzll not accom-
plish the journey of their design.’’

AFFAIRS OF PESHAWUR.

'

4 With a view fo invite the ald of the b8 racTo Rulers of Affghanistan Lo the measuved
tiacassary for giving full effect to those treaties, Captain Bnrnes was deputed, towards the
closs of the year 1336,0n a mission to Dost Manommed Khan, the Chief of Cabool. The
orlgiual objects of that oficor’s mission were purely of s comomercial nature, Whilst Cag—
tain Burnes, bowever, was on his fourney to Cabool, information was received by the
Governer General, that the troops of Lost Mahommed Khan had mede 8 sudden anl no-
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provoked Bitack on those of our ancient ally, 3Maha Haja Runleet Singh. It war nsturally
ta beapprehended that Hig Hizhness the Maha Raja, would noi beslow to avenke this ag-
gression ; sad i was fo be feared that the fames of war beiag ovnoce kindled in the very
regions into which we were endeavouring to extend our commerce, fhe peaceful and
beneficiat purposes of the British Government would he altogether feustrated. In ordor to
avert & resnit 40 calamiteas, the Governor General rosolved on authoriging Capt. Burnes
to intimatato Irost Mahommed Khan that, if he shonld evince a disposition bty come to just
atd reasonubls formg with the Maha Raja, His Lordship would exert his good offices with
His Hirhpess for the restorabiva of sn amieadle anderstrnting between the iwp powers,
The Maha Raja, with the characteristiv confidence which he has uniformly placed in the
Taith and friendship of the British nation, at once asscnted {o the proposition of the Go-
wornoy Genersl to tha affack, that in the meantime hostilities on his part ghowl® ba guspendod.”
—8imia Proclamation, Ist October, 1838,

Tui troubles of Affzhanistan, and strife of its Chiefs, had, from an early
period, been wateched with intense interest by Runjeet Singh; eager Lo
profit by every epportunity of extending his Jominions to or beyoend the Indus.
In May 1818, the Affzhan forees having been withdrawn from Peshawur to
Taeet the exigencies of civil broils at home, the ruler of Tahore—who had
some time before possessed himself of the Fort of Attockwdispatched a
select body of troops with 2 haavy battering train te lay siege to Mooltan.
The expedition was successful ;  after a gallant but unsuccessful defence, in
which 1000 of the garrison fell, the town was captured and sacked, the
mosgues destrayed, the muzzin forbidden, and the cow daclared sacred.
The following year he attacked the Capital of Cashmere, and afier asevers
engegement, where the Affrhans fought with all the rage and zeal of reli-
gious esthusiasm, he made good his conguest, Driving the ¢nemy before
him, ke next entered Peshawur, and received the submission of the inhabi-
taats. (1) These aggressions were sommenced without the elaim of right,
or pretence of guarrel, znd on 1o colourable grounds but lust ef conquest.
The territories on his north-western frontier were valnable and desirable:
the disagroements of their ralers rendered them weak and illudefended : and
aceordingly they were seized upon snd ansezed to the Seikh dominions,
The evantries beyond the Indus were at thig time so torn by internal
dissensions that the rebel Sirdars feared to leave Cabool,~—apprehensive that
the heir of Timour might return from Herat and claim the sovereiguty.
Tranguiltized on this point by three years delay, in 1823 Azeem Kham,
learning that the Seikhs were about once mare to eross the Indus, advanced
to Peshawur to meet them: asother engagement, more severe and blocdy
than any which had hitherto occurred, again ensued: the Scikhs were vie-
torious, and the Affirhans retired npon Cabool.

So excited was the state of public feeling, that Runjeet found himself
unable to retain Peshawur as a Seikh provinee, and accordingly he divided
it betwizt Kamran Shab of Herat, graudsen of the emperor Nadir,~—~aad Dost
Mahomed Khan,the bitterrivalof the Saddoyze race of kings, and most ac-
tive oftheBarukzye chiefs, as yet only struggling for the supremacy soon afier-

1. Conolly's Travels, vol. ii., p. 402,
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vrards attained by him at Cabool, (2) Five months afterwards, Cashmera was
lost to the Doorannees, Drost Mahomed having possessed himeelf of supreme
authority at Caboel, jo 1826 made over his share of Peshawur to his elder
brother, who had been the last of his competitors for power, on his aban-
doniog further pretences to the capital. (8) In 1834 the Shah Bocjah, as
already mentisned in the preface, made one more attempt to regain his
throne. It fell in with the views of Runjeet Siogh, on the present oecasion
to offer him assistance, on the condition that Pashawur, together with the
whole of the Affghan territory betwixt the Hills and the Five Rivers, should
be formally ceded to him, and annexed to the Punjaub. The trealy was
agreed to,—the only portions demurred at being the surrender of the gates
of Somnath, then at Ghuzoie, and the giving of Shahzadab as a hos-
tage.(4} The presence of Dost Mahomed and his chiefs was in July reguir.
ed to the westward to repel the advances of the Shah Secofah, now ap.
proaching Tandahar with a numerous army. The Chiefs of Peshawur
took advaniage of these esvents to arrange a serfes of plans agaipst the
aathority of the Cabool Chief: and fearing, from the rapidity with which
he had just before overrun Jellalabad, that he might, so soon as his hands
were free, inflict on them smmmary chastisement, they solicited aid from
Lahkore. Hurry Siogh, the most fortunate asd talented of the Seikh com-
manders, wag at this time encamped with a powerful fores near Attock;
watching, as is enpposed, the opportunity ef seizing on Peshawur, lest
perchauce the Shah Soojab, on recoveriog his throne, should be supported
by us in making it, if found more conveniext, tributary to Cabool : his master
wished to be beforehand with us in securing this new aequisition, that we, on
giving assistance to the Shah, should have no pretext for elaiming it as com-
pensation for our services, should this other untoward alternative present
itself.(5) He appeared within six miles of the city of Peshawur, on
pretence of receiving the nsual tribute of horses, rice, awords, &e., which
the Sirdars bad bound themselves to pay; fneising to gain time, which
wag of the utmost impartance to him, he delayed his depariute on pre-
tence that the horses were not of such quality as had been agreed upon.
Finally, it was proposed that Nao Nebal Singh, the prince royal, sheould
be permitted to make a friendly visit to the capital. Under cover of
this conciliatory conceasion, the whole Seikh army advanced, and at once sat
down in hostile attitnde opposiie the walls. The Affzham Sirdars, wholly

i.‘ _Massg;cl’l's Journeys in Beloochistan, Affghanistan, and the Punjaub,
vol. iii.. p. 60.
3 ib?xl. 4, Parliamentary Papers 1839, p. 145, .

5. ‘Thisis the explanation given by an apparently well-informed writer in
the Delki Gazette, June 1835, avd it seems a probable one. Strange that two
years sfterwards we should make the claim of Runjeel Singh on this province,
which he had snatehed to keep it from us, the ehief pretence for the deposition
of Dost Maliomed. See Asiatic Journal, 1885.
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unprepared fur this, had no means of resistance: they Red af once with
their wives and treasore—yielding to an army of 9000 men a territory whicls
a few years before the Seikh sovereign himself had been unsble to retain
with a force of 25,000, (6) This digression is essential for the full under-
standing of the events just about to be related, which formed the chief
ostensible eause of our reselution to dethrone Dost Mahomed. {7} The
Shak Seojah having been defeated near Candahar, as narrated at the ¢lose
of the preface, retired once more to the previous agylum the British Govern-
ment had provided for him within their territories at Loodianali. It was
not 1o be supposed that Dost Mahemed wonld submic with patience to an
act of sueh fraudulent and barefaced spoliation without an attemgt to reco-
ver the portion of his kingdom which had been ravished by trickery. He
was stated by Captain Wade (25th September, 1834}, to have roused the
whole Maliomedan population for an attack on the Seikhs, Runjeet Singh,
whe had then 23,000 men at or near the sseoe of action, was determined
(writes the Loodianah Resideat) not to let go his hold en FPeshawur, while
Dost Mahomed Khan, and the other Aifzhan rulers, weres equally resolved
to stake their political existence on the capture of the place. Little conld
be dotte before tha setting in of winter, and the earlier operations appear to
have been of inconsiderableinaportance. Some severe skirmishing ensued with
small parties of troops dotached from Lhe main army, assewbling at Jellalabad
under Ukhbar Khan,—in which Hurry Siogh lhad the worst of it,—Dhav-
ing on one oceasion been repelled with the lose of 150 men. (8) The Maha-
rajah himself made every preparation to meet the approaching contest on
a larger seale than liad hitherto ocenrred. He relnforced his army ; and
advaneing from Labore remained encamped for zowne time at otas, and
thea progeeded to Peshwur, around which a very large force was assembled
by the end of April. (3} Dost Mahowmed having jeined the army, whick for
some time Lad been collect’ng under his favourite zon, preparad to descend
throngh the Kbyber Pass. Runjeet Singh alvanced to meet him, and drew
nphis Seikhs in battle array across the lice of the advancing Afighans,

6. Masson, veol. iii,, pp. 225—228, .
7. Sir Alexandor Burnes thinks that tho Maharajah was urged to this againsg
his belter judgment, by Hurry Singh, *¢ it has proved [sayshe] a source of
snnoyance, and latterly of serious disaster. Tts revenue, under the Dooran-
nees, nsed to be £80,000 a year: under the Seilkhs it is £100,000; bat of
this £60,000 is allocated amongst the Chiefs helding Jaghires—Mahomed Khan
Barnkzye and his tribes enjoy £20,000 of this, and the bulk of the remainder
is devoted to religions purposes.” It is[eoncludes Burnes] a drain oa the
finances of Iahore, with the additional di advantage of boiug so situated as to
lead the Seikhs inte constant collision with fiorce and desperate tribes, who,
were it not for thelr poverty, would be dangereus antagenists.!’--Cabool, by
8ir A. Burnes, vol. i,, 1842,

B. Caleutta Courier, June 3, 1835; and Delli Gareits, April, same year.

9. Delhi Gazette, June 3, 1335,
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and witkin two miles of theirfront. The Ameer, who seemed at na time to
have besn sanguine of suceess, oo sesing himself oateumbered by the pow-
erfol and disciplined army of the Maharajah, eonsidoring affairs hopeless,
returned towards Jumrood, and was followed for some distamee up the
EKhyber Pass by the enemy (11th May, 1885.}) TProposals were sent to him,
that if ke would abandae all elains to the conguered territory, and give one
of his sons as an hostage for the mainlenance of peace, he would receive 2
Jagheer (estate) worth £30,000 a—year. (10) This proposition was at first
farourably received, but afterwards declined. Meantime the Affghan Sirdars
had tendered uncenditional allegiance to the new ruler; and it was agreed
that they should receive a territory of equal valus with thai rejected by Dost
Mahomed,~they doing homage, and acknowledging the Seikh sovereigniy
This reward for their hostility aad treachery to the Ameer was accepted of,
and they became thereaftor the dependents of the infidel.

General Avitabile, one of the Cursican officers who had, many years be-
fore, joined the service of the Maharajeh, was made Governor of Peshawnr,
-~the duties of which affice he bas now for seven yeara discharged with the
utmost ability : 2000 eavalcy and 5000 irregulars were left to protect the
country. It was said that Dost Mahomed on reliring towards Cabool,
pledged himself to retake Peshawur or die in the atterapl.(11) He retorned
to his capital, leaving his sons to seitle the affairs of Jellalabad; while kis
principal opponeat retired o Lahore, withdrawing all his traops from beyond
the Iodus, save those already referred to. The Affzhams of Peshawar, dis-
contented with the new order of things, meanwhile repaired in vast numbers
te Cawvool to lay their grievances befora their former ruler, and espress their
desire to be led against the Seikhs; and their eagerness to sacrifice their
lives for the faith, and in the expulsion of the infidels. Inflaenced by these,
and with the desire far the recovery of his territory uasiacked and unabated,
it was determined that his eldest son, Afzul Bey Khan, ghould proceed to

10. Wo are st a logs to understand the allusion of Mr. Masson, vel. iii, p.
416, where he says-tt The proposal [made ir 1837 or 358] to give Peshawur
to the Ameer—Runjeet 8ingh receiving in retura ono of his sons, had pever
been made by the Mabarajsh ;—Capt. Wade dencuncing it—and Iam gorr
to say justly—as insidious.” Why it was the very offer Runjeet Sing
had himself made in 1835—only instead of the whole of Peshawur he wasto
roceive a jagheer of £30,000 a-year. Dost Mahomed, as will be seen from
the tek3, for a time entertained the proposal. Runjeet Siogh had made a
similar one to the Shah Soojah ir 1833, when negotiating for his restoration .
Parliamentary Papers, 18384

11. Asiatic Journal, December 1835, This passage iz a quotation ; bui the
gource whence it is taken is not named. The officers referred to are Generals
Avitabile, Allard, Court, and Ventura,—all men who have distinguished them-
selves for military skill and geueral literary acquirements, and for the wiscom
and the friendly feeling towards our Government with which they bave con-
ducted tho affairs of the Makarajuh.
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mearure his sword with the nnbeliever, An army of 20,000 men, mostly
Kuzzilbasher, were, without delay, accordingly assembled at Jellalabad, De-
seending the Khyber Pass with about half of this number, he came up with

the Seikh army only 5000 strong, under Nao Nehal Singh, at the Ghurry of
DeCassab, in June 1886. The fight was obstinate, and the slanghter on
both sides severe, when vietory determined in favour of the Affyhans @ their
enemies eampletely defeated, dispersed and fled. Just before, 2 bloedy en-
couoter had taken placenearthecity betwixt tho troops of Shero Singh, father
of the prinee already named, and immediate hisir to the Seikh throne, and the
Chief of Laipoora : bath suffered severely, and each claimed the victary ; but
the Affzhans appear to have had the best of it. A few months after this, Nao
Nehal Singh descended by the line of the Indus towards Dr+jerat, and obtained
Deera Ishmael Khan by stratagem—imprisoning the Chief, Shah Newaz
Khan ; the'alleged ground of offencs beinw, that the Sacred Cow had been
openly killed within his territorics. This fresb appropriaticn of Affzhan
territory, effectad almost withont bloodshed, was an evidence that the Lion
of the Puajaub had given all consideration of right aad justice to the winds,
when an opportunity presented itself of aggrandizing himself at the expensze
of his Mahemmedan neighbours beyond the Indus ; and the rumour now ran,
that as ke had taken possession of neirly the whole of the Dosrannae ter-

ritory on ihe hither side the mountains, he might bo expected to prepare
himself without delay for an advanezs npon the eapital; aa idle boast, prow
bably encouraged by the Court te cover the mischances which bad just been
experienced at Peshawur, and bragen ount the appropriations he seemed de-
{ermined to make, so far as his power permitiod.

Preparations were meanwhile made by the Seikbs for the seizure of Shikar-
pore, 2 wealthy and populens townbelenging tothe Ameors of Scinde, who ap-
pear to have given pot the slightest canse for quarrel or displeasure. From
the beginaing of autumn 1838, till the approach of spring in the following
year, though we read of no encounnters of note betwixt the Seikhs and
Affghans, the hestility betwixt them appears not for a moment to have been .
modified or interrupted. Greal preparations having, in the course of
the winter and early la spring, been made by Dost Mahomed for a fur-
ther attempt upon Peshawur, an army, said to have consisted of about
fifteen thousand men, descended the Khyber Pass, and came ap with
the enemy at the Fort of Jumroed, just beyond the monntaias, on the kst
May 1837. The strength of the Sgikh army is not mentioned ; they were

commanded by the celebrated leader Hurry Singh. The Affzhans com-
meanced by caononading the Foevi; and, findiny themselves for a time un~
resisted, congidered that the day was their own.(12) Hurry Singh having

12. Masson, vol. iii, p. 424,
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suddenly burst upon them with a compact body of diseiplined warriors, whils
their irregnlar troops were divided from each other by separate ravines, for
a time carried every thing before him. Victory appeared for a whila to lean
first t3 one side, theo to the other, as the parties were alternately successe
ful. The Seikhs had captured fourteen of the guvs of their enemies, who
maedged in the courge of the day to recover eleven of them, and make up
their original number by the seizare of thiree picees of Hurry Singh’s artil-
lery. The Seikhs, who had eommitted themselvesin pursnit of a body of re-
treating Affghans, were nnespectedly meat by 2 frosh and pawerful fosee,
and compellcd to retire. Their gallant aad able leader had fallen, and the
troops were everywhere compelied to guit the fietd. The Affgzhans claimed
the victory : but hearing that heavy and lighly-disciplined reioforeements
would immediately be sent to join the beaten army, considered it hopeless
to proceed further, and retired accordingly on Jellalabad, elated with the
pride of success, It has generally been asserted, that the incersion bermi=
pating in the battle of Jumrood was designed in the knowledge that at this
time the bulk of the Saikh forces wera absent at Amitsur in celebration of
the marriage of Nao Nehal Singh, and it is Lo this that the torm ** sudden,”
in the Simia Proclamation, is sssumed to apply. Mr Masson publishes a
letter from Captain Wade under date the 7th April, hlaming the Ameer for
baving overlooked the opportunity then gone hy. The festivitios were over
fa March, and the Maharsjah immediately afierwards hurried off his forees
to Peshawur in the full knowledge of what had been for several wonths
impending,

1t appears (says Massen, vol. ili., p. 424) that the Maharajah way 5o con-
founded at the death of Hurry Singh, that he informed Captain Wade be
shouly be glad to give up Peshasur, preserving his pardab or his honeur,
Nothing could be clearer (continnes the same writer) than that he was
willing, at the request of the British Goverument, to liave abandoned this
unjust conquest—such request would have saved him the appearance of a
forced surrender. Capt. Wade, on the 15th Sept. 1837, wrote to Mr Masson
that the Seikhs are yeady tobriag their quarrels to an amicable adjustment on
any reasoaable terms, in accordanee Lo our wishes for mutual peace. (13)
Witn this in view, it is important to observe, that there was nothing, save in
the death of a man of such note as Hurry Singh, at all differeat in the eire
oumstances or concomitants more than in the half dozen otber eccouniers
which had taken place betwixt the conguerors of Peshawnr and its former
possessors throughout the four preceding years. It will be seen, aleo, that
Runjeet Siogl had all along aeted on 2 system of most woprincipled
aggression towards all his neighbours on every side of him : that Dost Ma-

12, Masson, vol. iii, p. 424.
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homed only strove to recover the territory of whieh he had been robbed.
In the Simla proclamation, izsued on the 1st Oectober following, the Ameer
was reported as the disturber of the peaca on our N.W. frontier,(14} whereas
Runjeet Singh had maintgined the whale line of the Isdus from Sukkur to
Attock =a scene of Incessant strife. We tendered our mediation, to the
effeet that we would guarantee the rebber the permanent poesession of his
plunder, and be very naturally accepted so geperous an offer :—the party
rabbed declined it on these terms, and we detbroned bim for his paina!

AFFAIRS OF HERAT.

It aubsequently came to ibe knowledge of the Governor General, that a Yersian Army
wes besfeging Eleraty that lonrigues were aotively prosecuted throughent asffghanistan, foe
the purpose of extending Persian influehee and suthority to the banks of, andeven beyond,
the Indns ; and that the Conrt of Persia had nct cnly commenced & course of injury and
insult {o the Officers of Her Majesty’s Misslon in the Persian territory, but had afforded eyl
dence of being engneed in designy wholly at variance with the prineiples and objecte of its
alliance with Ureat Britaln.” = * * - *

& The Governor Geperal deems it in thisplace metessary o revort to the siege of Herat,

end the conduct of the Persian nafien, The siege of that city has now been carried on by
the Permian ATmy tor many meonths. The attack uponit was 8 moat unjustifiable and cruel
aggresaion, perpeirated and continued, nolwithstandiog the solemu and repeated remon-
strauces of the Britich Bovoy vt the Cowrt of Persia, and after every juat and becoming of-
fer of aceonomodation Yad been made and rejected, Tha besieped bave hehaved with o gal-
Jantry and fortitude worthy of 1be jnstice of their cause, and the Goveruvor Generat would yet
indulge the hope, that their heroism may caosble them 10 maintain & suceeszful defence until
succonrs shall reach thern from Eritish fudia. 1p the meantime, the ultericr designs of Peorw~
sin, affecting the interests of the British Government, have Lecn, by a succeasion of events,
mere and more openly manifested. The Guvernor General has recently ascertniscd hy aa
official despatels from dr. MceNeil, Het Majesty’s Envoy, that Hiz Ezeellency has been gom-
pelled, by the refusal of Mis just demeands, pnd by 4 systematic conise of disrespect adopied
towards him by the Persian Government, to quit the Conrt of the Shah, and to make a pub-
lic dectaration of the cessation of all intercourse between the two Guavernments. The ve-
cessity under which tireat Britain is placed. of rezarding the present advanee of the Peraian
Arms inte A ffgbanistan asnn act of hostility towards hez-lell;, has alao heea officlally commu-
niceted 10 tha Shah, wnder the axpress order of Her Majesiy’s Government.”’—Simia Precls-
ncttion, Oclober 1, 1838,

HeraT, a principality on the borders of Porsia, was one of the provinces
of the Doorannce empire, sz constituted under Nadhir Shab, and his two

14. With those facls in view—given as they are en admittedly upquestion-
able authorities—how are we to regard such passages as the following '—

¢ Whilst Captain Burrces was on his journey to Cabool, information was re~
ceived by the Governor-General that the troops of 13osy Mahomed bad made
a sudden and unprovokad attack on those of our ancient ally Ruajeet Singh 1117*
—Simla Proclamation, para. 4.

“ 1% was naturally opprehended that his Highress would not be slow to
avenge this agoression ; and it was to be fearcd, that the flames of war being
onoce kindled iu the very regions into which we were endeavouring to extend
our commeree; the peaceful and Lezeficial purposes of the British Geveromont
would be altegether frustraied.”—7bid. Ruszjeet Singh, from the time he took
Moultan and Attoek, and invaded Cashmere and Pestuiwur, had, for ten years,
kept the flames of war blazing along the Indus, and we never interposed! 1t
was him who fed them zow, when we blamed Dost Mzhomed ! Capt, Burnes
mentions that we had no objection to his seizing on Jellalabad in Juve 1838,
or doing what he liked with Dost Mahomed ; 50 that we had no dislike to the
fames of war in che abstract,-—it depended eniirely on the party who kindled
them whether we shounld fun or guench them. Deost Mzhomed’s preparations
were incessantly commented on by the newspapers from March onwards.
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sticeessors, Ahmed and Timos, whose joint reigns occupied the greater
portion of last centary, It was ruled over, under the erown, by ene of the
priucipal chiefs or princes of the empire. Its revemne amounts to about
£90,000 ; the population of the eity to about 50,000 souls. When the
Suddozyes were driven into exile, Shab Mahomed, the lineal heir and elder
brother of the late S8hahi Soojzh, was, in 1818, expelied from power; he
found rafuge in Herat, and was permitled by the Barnkzyes io retain a hold
on the prineipality after the authority of the other members of his family had
become extinguisbed throughout the rest of the Doorannee empire. He died
in 1829, and was succeeded by the present ruler, Kamran Shab, nephew
of ear late royal protege, and, as descending from the elder branch, rightful
representative of the Suddoeye line. This prince, who scems a wan of in-
tellect witheut principle, has lived without a friend, and bas often suffered
from the treachery of those be trusted; and, having been driven o a corner
of hiis dominions by rebel enemies, he bas thought it expedient to fill his
coffers by any means that could be resorted to, in order, perhaps, to be pres
pared for still greater reverses, (i) For ten or fifteen years be has ap-
parenily resigned (ke cares of government to the hands of his Vizier, Yar
Mahomed, a man stili more voprincipled and dstested thaa his sovereign,
Wiib this short personal potice, attentisn must be turned to the affairs of
Persia, wirich will speedily bring back our narrative to the more immediate
considerstion of the coneerns of Herat.

In OQet. 1834, the death of Fuiii All Ehah raised hiz grand:on and adopted
heir, Prince Mahemed Meerza, by the title of Mahomed Shab, 1o the throne
the late sovereign had begueathed to him. Fearing that the recollection of
his father’s successes in the field might tempt the youthful sovereign to en-
deavour €0 signalize the commencement of his reign by extended schemes of
conquest to the eastward, Lord Palmerston, ie July 1835 (letter dated 22ud)
instrueled our ambassador at Teheran that the Persian Government should be
gpecially warned against alluwing themselves to be pushed on to make war
with the Affghens (2} 'The course appreliended was the very one which
the King had resclved to pursue. (3) * It is unsatisfactory to know,”
wiites Mr Elliee in Novewmber 1835, (4} *' that the Shah has very ex-
tended schemes of conguest in the direction of Adghanistan 3 and, in com-
mon with all his snbjects, conceives that he bas the right of sovereignty
over Herat and Candabar, He proposed various expeditions for spring
1886—one against Herat—qne against Caodahar—aznd another against

Canullg' 5 vol, il p. 416,

N?. Lord almerstoas Letier, 22nd July 1835. Parliamentary Papers 1839,
a. 10.
3. Mr Ellice to Lord Palmerston, November 13, December 24; and Decem~

ber 30.  Parliomentary Papers with Supplement.
4. Memo. 19 Lord Palmerston for 1835.
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the Belonehies: (5) the minister stated that the dominions ef Persia ex-
tendes as fur as Ghuznie.” (6) Whether the young king really thought
of this at the time, or merely sprke of it in empty bravado, does nof
appear. It mighs liave been either, or partly both: buat this is berond
dispate, that whatever were his purposes eastwyrd of Heral, it required
not the vigasirous experience of & year spent in preparation for the attack
of 1ke furtress 10 po end, but that, after a nine mouths' sizge, ne should
retire buflled frem its walls, to prove that he was umzble to carry them into
effect, or 1o march ae army a hoadred wiles beyond his own fruntier, cal-
culated to alarm any one but the peosantry on the line of march. Jn Sep-
temier 1832, whep Captain A. Burses visited the Persian camp at Koochan,
be found the Prince Reval AbLas Meerza, whose exploits afterwards firad
Iifs son with aiariial ardour, a1 the very pinnacle of his triwwph, ¥et his
sucress was ascribed by hiw eptirely to the British officers who had trained
bis tronps: he had vo money to pay his army, and admitted that, without
supplies from as, he despaired of suevess. (7)

In April 886 Mr Elbee intormed Lord Palmerston that the king had
res¢lved to march wpon Herat to chastise Kamran Shak for a gross
meach of treaty, in having failed to fulfil the agreement made with Abbas
Merrza for the restaration of Ghonan, and eof certain Persian famiiies
de'ained by him from their narive country ; and the payment of £10,000
goenaliy 1o the Shah, Mr Eltice considered that be had a perfoct right to
obrain redigss on these points by force of arms. (8) Mr MeNeil ook
exactly the same view of the gue-lien, expressing himself in still stronger
terms:—'* Putting aside (he <laims of Persia to the sovereignty of Herat,”
writes the Ambassader to Liord Palmerston, under date 241b February 1887 ;
% and, regerding the que-tion as ore bewieen two separate sovereigns, I am
jnclinid 10 believe that the Governmen: of Merat wili be found to have
been the agpressor.”” From the death of Abbas Meerza, whee an agree-
ment had been coneluded for a suspension of hostilities between the pariies,
and the line of boundary agreed upon, Persia kad committed no set of hos-
tility agaiost the Affybans (of Herat; but at the death of the late Shah
(QOctiber 1834) the Government of Herat made » predatory inenrsion Into

&. Porliamentary Papers with Supplement, Mr Ellice in his note, 8th Ja-
puary 1836, states 10 Lord Palmerston tnat he had eaplained to the Persian
Miuister 1hat the Snan bad rse musT aBsvLETE DIGKT Lo UDtaln redress from
the Herat Prince but that the British Government would much rather profer
negociation than foree of arms :~the fricnds of Lord Auckland have, as yet,
omitted to explain on what grounds this were called in the Simla proela-
ma ion-—a most unjostifable and croel aggression.

6. Letter to Lord Palmerston, received 28ih February, 1839 Parliamen-
tary Papers 1839,

7. 1bid, December 24 ; received April 7.

8, Ibid, December 30; received ibid.
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the Persian territories, in concert with the Turcomans and Hazarehs, and
captured the subjects of Persia (1o the extent of 11,000} for the purpose of
gelling ther asslaves,” At the very time the Shal was making preparztions
for an advanee on Herat, with ulterior views on Candaharand Ghuznieifany
faith could have bees placed on the vapouring threats of his ministers, a source
of ularm of a precisely opposite descriprion, and from a different qoarter, ap-
pears to have burst on Mr Ellice, In March 1836, an ambassador arrived from
the most impartant of the destined victims of the purposed jnvasion of the
cowntries to the east,—the Candahar Sirdars themrelves—proposiog that
an alliance, offensive and defensive, should be entered into bstwixt them, for
the purpose of attacking Kamran Shak, betwixt whom, as \he representa—
tive of the Snddozye dynasiy, and the Barnkzye chiefsp there was a blood-
feud, Thechiefs required an acknowledgtent of their independent adminis.
tration in the iaterpsl arrangements of the country, and snbmnitted them-
selves to Persiz in their foreign relations oniy.(9) The terms of the pro.
pesed alliapce were immediately granted them. It was probably these sucs
cessive thireats of the Shah of advancing on Ghuanie, baseless as they miglt
have been considered, which indueced Dost Mahomed at the same time to
send an ambzssader with overtures of alliance, Tiiese were to ithe effect,
that the Cahool Ameer would assist in attacking Herat, taking vengeance
on the esemy of his house, on condition that the King of Persiashould aid
him agsinsat the Seikhs, who, taking advantage of the embarrassments the
Shah Soojah had in kB34 occasioned hinx, were now gtripping the Doorannee
empire of the whole of its former dependencies west of the Indos. The pro-
position wag a most paturzl one: a power threatening to undermine or over-
throw him was about to be converfed into an aliy,~Petsia, Candahar, and
Cabool wers jointly to attack firat Herar, and theo Peshawury the juint
powers severally benefiting by the result. [t was scarcely te be expected
that the Ameer was to regurd England with much sffection, when he knew
that we protested, and were in closest alliance with, Liis most hated enemy——
the Lion of Lahore, and that we supplied the Shah Saojah, his competitor
for the crown, with a safe hiding-place wheoee to sally ont an § attack him,
under cover of eur wing, when he thought fit. * Pressed on one hand by
the Seikhs,” says Mr (sow Sir Juhn) M*Neil, (10) * and, on the other,

8 Bokhara Travels, 12moe edition, vol. iii. p. T9—~Burnes’s Address.t I
did tell him (on his application for money) as I have ever felt, that I considered
the payment of money to such a Calinet derogatory to the nxme and honour
of Britain ; since it has tended more to lower our estimation in Asia than
our most noble deeds have done in India to raise it,' —asentiment which should
be written on the girdle of every British ambassador at the Court of Porsia.

10. So writes Mr Ellice on the 14 April 1836 ; on the )0tk we find him onze
more stating, that Bis Majesty had beon eacouraged and promised pecuniary as-
#istance from the Bussiaus, who well knew tbat she conquest of Herat and Uan-
dahar by the Paysians is in fact an advance for them towards India, if not
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faaring tbat somo member of the Suddezye family may incite the Dosran-
neeq agaiast him, he bad for some time been secking to streagthen himself
by aforeign connection.” The Ameer hiad forwarded letiers slmost simulta-
neously to the Enperor of Russia, the Shah of Persia, and the newly ap~
pointedGovernor- General of India—all sent ambassadors in return, and none
at first wrote more cordially than Lord Auckland in reply. The saxiety of
the Russian Minister for the cliasiisement of these manestealers, was most
satisfactorily explained by the extaot to which they kidnapped the subjects of
his country. 1t wag not wonderful that parties having a common object of
such importance in view, should have been drawn somewhat closely towards
each other—ihe marvel was, that, considering the causes, they wera not
taore so. We have: however, in these ohservations, permitted ourselves to
wander from the subject of the eastward march of the Persian army, to
which attention must vow be directed,

The summer and antamn of 1836 were occupied in prepariog an expedi-
tion meant to be of overwhelming magnitude,—but s6 unskilfully had ar-
rangements heem made, that, on the approach of winter, the head.quarters
of the army, with all their supplics, were still 600 miles to the westward of
the declared poiat of operation. Alarmed at thesa things, Kamran Shah
now of himself proffered terms of treaty; he scknowledged his previous
maun-stealing practices, but pledged himself to abstain frem this
and every other species of aggression, if the Shah wonld bind him-
self to sbandon the present advance. This he declined to do, and accord-
jugly in July 1887 an army of 40,000 men, with 70 pieces of artillery,
was on its march from Teheran to Herzt. The atter worthlessness of any
professions of submiszien on the part of Kamran Shah had, before this,
become apparent. The British ambassadors had Isboured incessantly to
hring about an amicabls arrangement, and had in part succeedsd : when, on
a check which had been sustained by the Tersian army, the Herat ruler
gent a message full of contumely and insnit.  On receipt of this, the coun-
cillors of Persia determined that a force should, next season, be marched
to chastize the faithless and unprincipled chief. The fear of the approach
of this, oceasioned a second overture for negociation. (11) New light on all
these matters appears abont this time to have beamed from Downing Street on
the Government of India : and a communication from the Governor.General
entirely altered the opinions of Sir John M‘Neil: He now considered the war
eminently unjust, and nrged the utmost remonstracces againgt it The Fer«

for the purpose of actual invasion, cartainly for that of intrigue and disorgani.
zation’’ 111 This within ten days of the time when he had gives an zceount
of a treaty, offensive and defonsive, having been concluded betwixt Persiz and
Candahar! The name of Russia seems to turn the wits of British statesmen!

11, Letier to Mr Macnaghton, 22d Januory, 1837,
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sian route lay wholly through their own conatry, yet they were ypableto reach
Herat before the end of Novermbar,—the sole obstructions arising from an
emptytreasury and defactive commissariat, and an undisoiplinad and disorderly
army, which frequently threatened to mell utterly away hefore they had seen
the ensmy ; an exeellent illustration of the futility of omr fears of the
danger of aggression on Affighanistan from the troops of modera Persia.
The siege lasted nine months, the Persian army having retived from before
it on the 30:th of September. An expedition from Bombay, which had
landed at Karrack, in the Persian Gulf, in the widdle of June, showed
them how completely Persia was within ocur grasp: that we could disem-
bark any force we pleased at Bushire within a forinight of its quiiting Bom.
bay, and possess ourselves of the chief towns of the erepire befere the peaple
at large could be made aware that hostilities were intended. This, to-
gether with the urgency of our remonstrances, were assigned by the Shah
as the reasons for his retreat, ¥et it must be kept in mind that his at-
tempis againgt Ilerat had throughont proved failures; thal he in one un-
successful assaunlé lost 1800 men; that his casualtes had exceeded 3000,
He was, in September 1638, as remote from his object as in Nov. 1887.
His army was short of provistons, ansd without clething or pay ; and rather
thaa have eontinued befora the fortress which had so repeatedly defeated
them, for another winter, would, in all likelihood, have dispersed of them-
selves in spite of ail remonsirances. It may here be remarked 35 one of
numerous illuatrations of the erooked and hollow policy in which we had
now engaged ourselves, that though the cosapation of Karrack was an able
and most effeetive military movemeni, both this and the preparations
agsinst Afghanistan, in consideration of any movement Persia might have
in view. were specific violstions of treaty. It had, in 1814, been expressly
stipulated by us, that if war should be declared between the Affghans and
Persians, the Euglish Government should not interfere with either party
unless their mediation to effect a peace should be solicited by both par-
tiez; {12) and in a despatech from ELord Palmerston to Sir J. M‘Neil,
dated 2d June 1836, the obligation to neutrality was emphatieally recog-
pised. Yei wa took possession of Karrack, an island belonging to Persia
in the centre of the Shal’'s dominions, which placed the whole sea coast of
the country at our cemmand, aud we prepared to atfack Affizhanistan on
suapielon of ber desire to ally herself with Persia, or to resist Lier aggresaions,
the alternative apprehended by Government not being apparent! The intima-
tion of the fail of Herat, one of the slleged causes of our invasion, Teached the
Government before a sivugle regiment had marched ; while Runjeet Singh,

12, Treaty of 1814, article ix. The grevious article binds Persia to assist us
with troopsin case the Affghans should be at war with the British nation,—
Parliamentary Papers, 18:9.



18

wliose personal aninrosity, another cause of onr movements, was ou his death-
bed, and Dost Makomed bad consented to pestpone his elaim to Peshawnr,
and to keep all Russian and Persian embassies out of Lis territories would
we only afford him femporary protection. Every one of the pretexts of
querrel had thas vaoished before conflict began !  'We had still the bugbear
Russia before us as a pretended source of appreliension. X et surely littl
weight, in reality, was attsched to this, however mueh might have been
pretended, when the Cabinet wailed ¢ill Russia had offered an explanation of
ber conduct—declared to be frank, gratifying, and satistactory-w=before either
remonstranees ot inguiries were thought of | Whatdeflnite project we imagined
the Court of Bt Petershargh to have had in view, has never been explained
by any one. A foreign writer had the sagacity to poiat out, that shonld all
the powers of the empire, with all the material the best appointed army could
desite, reach the western borders of Belocchistan in gafety, that a descent
by us cu Bushire would place us in pessession of all their communieations,
eompel Persia at her peril to act agaivst them, and plaee the rear of their
arwmies, and theline of their advance and relief, completely at our merey,
The descent on Karrack gives practical proof of the soundness of Count
Bjorastjerna’s speenlations, (13) The uniform testimony of travellers had
speculatively shown that which the expedition to Khiva practically demon-
gtrated—that for Russia to send an army as far as the eastern border of Persia,
was impossible.  Our own experieste is now sufficient ¢o couvince the most
soeptieal that were they there, the mountain iribes wonld cut off their
sapplies, destroy their cattle, and appropriate their baggage, before they
reached the Iadus, without ouc intervention. We could, any day, cut an
expedition from the westward to pieces, by laading a foree al Bushire,
where the coast country, with our leet and supplies, would furnish a
base of operalions from which Europe and Asia tegether counld not drive us.
A Russian army would fake twice the time to march from her furthest to
our nearest frontier that the armies of Epgland would oceupy in being
transporied from the banks of the Thamss to those of the Indus, We take
no account of how onr Reets might meanwhile be employing themselves in
the Baltic or Black Sea,

The mannerin which Kamran Shah has manifested his gratitude to-
wards us since 1837, might furnish a salutary lesson as L¢ the nature of
these treaties of amity; how hopeless it is to attempt to establish an allizoce
betwixt barbarous and civilized nations, which can be made agreealle o+
advaniageous to ¢ither—-and how worse than wastefnl to fling a2 na.
tion’s wealth away on wreiched chiefs who ean never be satistied or enriched
—who cast us off the moment we stop cur subsidies,—whose gratitude ex-

13. The Brilish Empire in the East, by Count Bjornstierna.—Translated by
H. Evans Lloyd, 1830, J. Murray. 1 vol. 8ve.
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tends not beyond the hour of their receiving our gifts inte their treasury,—
and who emplay the bounty we bestow on them for tho basest and worst
of purposes, 1t has bean seen how incessantly Messrs Fllice and
MeNeil laboured fo dissuade the King of Persia from advancing oa Herat,
and how anxions they ware to promote negaciation. When this failed, and
an army of 40,000 men appeared uander its wallz, Herat wag first defended
by the prowess of an Eoglish officer, and then relieved by the descent of an
English force eo the shores of Karrack. Their requital was, that, within
two months of the Persian retreat, Major Todd and Lientenant Pottinger
were ordered to guit. (14} The followiag year another deputation was sent
from the army then at Candahar on itz way to Cabool. They remained
for nearly two years, aad spent £300,000 in bribes, and in cndea—
voitring to repair the fortress. The moment they began to shortea their
expenditure they were dismissed with contumely. ‘Fhe British Micisters
had laboured ineessantly to obtaio from Persia the cession of Ghorian, and
its annexation to Herat, wiili a view of establishing itas an independent
prineedom. They had no soozer succeeded in this, than the object of our
solicitude being now no longer in our pay, made his submission to the Shah
spontaneously, and restored te him, under certain coaditions as to which
we uever were consuited, the very posseseion we had just before pracured
for him!| ‘These things all stand en official record; ithe oldest of them
have oceurred since the year 1886 : yet we go on wasting millions ansually
on embassies at the courls of wretches who only hold to us while we bribe
them: when we conld parchase them for any serviee they could perform,
for one-tenth of the sam we pay them anoually.; and for whose hostility,
aided by all the assistanee all the nations of Hurope eould counveniently
supply, we need not give ourselves the slightest disturbance !

RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA.

Se much for the Persian branch of the Russo-Perzian question apart from
ihe affsirs of Caboovl,—a part of which will shortly be considered under the
head treating of the last-mentioned subject- In September 1834 so cor—
dially were Lord Pzlmerston and Count Nesselrode at one om Persian
affairs, that the English minister directed the ambassador at St Peteraburgh
to intimate the gratification experienced by His Majesty’s Government that
the Governments of Great Britain and Russia were acting in the same spi-
rit, and were equally animated by a sincere desira ta maintain nat oaly the
Internal tranquiility, but alse the independence and integrity, of Persia. (1)

14 Despatch of Sir A. Burnes to Mr Torrens, dated Shikarpore, Oct. 31,
1. Lord Palmerston to Mr Bligh, 5th Septemxber, 1834.-Parliamentury
Fapexs, 1834,
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The letéer (dated 5th Sept)} in which these expressions of amity and
good-will zre contained, had been crossed by one from Count Nesselrode
(Aug. 22) couched in ferms still tnore satisfactory—the Russian minister
staling “* that the Court of 8t, Petersburgh cootinued to think that a con.
formity of language and conduel on the part of the representatives of
Bussia and Great Britain would, of all palitical combinations, be the one
which would most effectnally contribute to maintain tranquillity in Persia,
and to prepare the country for a new reign without exposing the empire
to the disorders inseparable from aay contested euccession” (2) Ia
1884, the Shah of Persia, Futteh Ali, died, and was sueceeded by his
grandson, as zlready explained : the same harmonious feelings which up
to this time had existed betwixt the Courts of London and St Peters-
burgh appear to bave centinued without any lnterruption. o December,
Mr Bligh writes Lord Palmerston—'* I have just seen Count Nesselrode,
who has given me some details respeeting the death of the Shah of Persia,
Count Nesselrade seems to anticipate that Persia will ineyitably beeome the
stene of civil commotion, and expresses his salisfaction that, ander such
circumstances, the British and Russian Governments should have come to a
good voderstandiag about this matter.” {8) Upon this hint onr foreign
minister weites to the arbassador at Teheran, warning the Persian Go-
vernment against appgressive war. {4} It does not appear whether Mrv
Ellice had been duly kept informed in reference to the friendly terms of the
ecorrespondence betwixt Lord Palmerston and Count Nesselrode oo Persian
affairs—it is to be presumed he was: but a very different train of feelings
bad cbtaised hold of his mind in regard to the views of Coun: Simeonich,
bis brother ambassador st Teheran. In January 1836 he writes * that the
Shah had determined om attacking Herat; aod that his soceess was
aoxiously looked for by Rnssia, whose minister did not fail te press its exe—
cation,” (5) 4 The motive,” continues the ambassador, “ cannot be
mistaken : Herat once aunexed io Porsia, may become, according to the

2. ¥bid, Nov. 8.

3. Mr Bligh's noto dated St Petersburgh, December §, 1834—veceived 5th
January, 1835.-1bid.

4, Ibid—Lord Palmersion’s note to Mr Ellice, July 25, 1835, referred (o
under Herat nffairs.

6. The Parlismentary Papers, from which the whole of the above facts are
derived, are marked as extracts. After the mutilation of the Cabool papers, so
justly characterised by Barnes as  sheer trickery”—we knew not well what to
make of them ; they form of course what ministers mean to be set up as a jus-
tification of their moasures. They are ful} of confusion, which might probably
vanish had we the docursents eomplete. In speaking of Herat affairs, My
Ellice constantly refers to the Fersian claims on Ghuznie ; yet there seems to
bave been no intention of advaneing even to Candahar, as there were no pre-
parations attempted, or capable of being made, for doing so. ¥t is poseible
that the entire documents would show that there were twa different expedi-
tions in view, and that Count Simonich was favourable to that om Heraf only.
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Commercial Trealy, the residence of a consular agent; who may from
thence push his researches and communications, avowed and secret, through=
out Affghanistan.”’  * The extension of the Persian monarchy in the diree-
tion of Affghanistan, will at once bring Russian influence to the very
threskold of our empire: and zs Persia will not, or dare not, place herself
in a condition of elose alliance with Great Britain, our poliey must be to
coosider her ro longer an outwork for the defence of India, but s the first
parailel from whence the aftack may be commenced or threatened.” This
metaphor of Mv Ellice seems at ounce to have been accepted as a snbsfan-
tial and tangible fact : and from the hour thie view of it began to be taken,
the Board of Coutrol seemed to think of vothing but a battery of Rus-
sian canuon playing on the walla of Delhi--1500 miles off! What
there would have been either objectionable or inconverient in the establish«
ment of a Russian commercial agent on the frentiers of Persia—seeing
that Russia earried on an extensive trade with these countries, and was the
only European power which did so. is not explained to us;—nor doees
it appear what damage Iadia conld have sustained from any researches or
communications, either secret oc open, which he c¢ould have conducted.
But tlus was the political maniz of the Foreign Office for the time;
and any one demanding an explanalion of the words * Hussian in.
fluence,” or dating to doubt the potency and malignancy of its efects
on iz copatry, must bave roa the risk of haviog his sasity, sin-
cerity, or patriofism ealled in question. This {antasy afected the sound
nnderstanding of Sir Alexander Burnes; and in all his commuoications—
clear and sagaeious as they are in every other respeet, and full of etatesman—
like policy and prudencs—swhenever the visions of Ruossian intrigue, and
Persian inftuence eome across him, he becomes visicaary, asd all but unin-
telligible. From this time forward, we find that every lock and word of
Coun$ Simonich is tortured iste something threateniog evil to the common
weal, and portending mischief te India! The shake of Lord Burleigh's
liead conveyed not half sa many meaniogs, when nedded most strongly,
according to the divections of Mr Puff, as did the most meaninglees eivil
sveech of the Russian ambassader, interpreted by the lights of Mr Ellice
and Mr McNeil! Yet Count Nesselrods assures Lord Palmerston that, If
the Russian envoy eomported bimsell a: described by the members of the
British mission, he was acting in direct contradietion of his inatruetions :
and that g0 late as the 4th May 18387, he had received the most positive
orders © to employ all his eredit with the Shah [of Persia] to dispose him
to a formal accommodatien with Herat.”” (6) Cousnt Simounich’s own

6. Conni Nesselrode’s reply to Lord Patmerston, Ist Nov. 1838..Parlia-
catory Papers,
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letters to his government give evidence that these instruefions were most
heedfully attended to. On the 28th of May—before receiving the des-
pateh of the 4th of the same mooth just noticed—he writes to his awn
Cabinet, *I have wmade the most pressing represenfations, in order te
induce his majesty [of Persia] to content himself with the veluntary sub-
mission of the Prinee ef Herat, and not undertake that expedition at least
before placing the affairs of his country in order.” (7} 'The Emporor of
Russia called back the battalion in the Persian service, formed of Russiaa
deserters, at the very time when he koew that this was the prineipal force
in the Persian army, then before the walls of Herat. (8) Tunstead of ac-
compaunying the army with the wiew of urging on hostilities, Count
Simenich attended the movements of the Shah with the same peaceful
intent as Mr MMeNeil : and he did this by special permission, asked for
and obtained, from the Court of St. Petersburgh. On his arrival {n eamp,
in the cnd of April, a forlaight after Mr MeNeil, and in the seventh
mouth of the siege, when danger to Herat was counsidered nearly over,
the Ambassador, witnessing the distress from which the Persian army was
suffering, did not think that he ought to refuse his assistance ic the Shah
when the sovereign earnestly entreated him to examize the works of the
siege. (7} Any English officer placed in similar circumstancer, wenld
unquestionably have acfed in the same manner, in order to render a frieadly
govereign the assistance he might have applied for in 5o eritical a situation.
Count Nessclrode further doclared, that if the King of Pergia had suec-
ceeded, by the capture of Merat, In getting vietoriously out of the danger-
ous situation in which he had placed bimself, it was the determina-
tion of his eabinet to have refnsed zanciioning the extension of Persian
power in that direction ; and to have negociated the cession of the city
and territories fo lohun Dil Khan, chief of Candabar, or aa arrangement
having expressly for its basis tha very thing we pretonded most to desire~—
a formai obligation belng impesed on Persia in no other way to assail the
integrity of the country of which the Sirdars were in posseszion, or the
iranquillity of the tribes of whizh they were the chiefs. (10) The explana-
iion in refereace to the appearance of Captain Vicovich at Cabool was still

7. Count Simonich to H. B. Count Nesselrode, 28th NMay 1837—Ibid. This
was forwarded to Lord Patmerston 15, and received July 24, 1357.

8. Count Nesselrode’s note to Lord Palmerston, Nov, 1838, wut supra,

9. Wo lave 1aken the above nearly verbatim from Couut Nesselrode’s
note ;—a fine, boid, perspicuous decument,—as given in the Parlinwentary
Papers sclected for publication Ly the Foreign Offtce.

10. Count Nesselrode’s note te Lord Palmerston, Oectober 20, 1838.—We
hawe, throughout, iu & great measure eopled the note verbatim, Also note of
szmey March 5, 1839.—Mr Loech sent a copy of the treaty to MMc Bi¢Neil in
March 1837,
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more minute and satiefactory: he was sent there from Herat by Coont
Simonich, in consequence of the arrival of an agent from Dost Mahomed
Klian, or rather, as it will by and bye beseen, from Mirza Sami Khan
his minister, whe had taken it upon himself to address the Emperor of
Rus:ia in name of his master. (11} The objects of his mission were
purely commercial ; in ovder to ascertain the advantages, and degree of
security Russian merehiznts might expeet in entering on commercial specn-
lations with Cabool. (12) Suvrely we were the last parties in the world
wha had a right te find fault with such a measure as this,—our own coua-
tryman Burnes, having, six years befure, approached the very gates of
Orenberg on a similar expedition. On one poist the Russian ambassador
exceeded his instructions when before Merat, and he frankly cousfessed it,

as did his cabinel before being called upon to do so: he not only lent his
aid in negociating a treaty betwizt the Kinz of Porsia and the Sirdar of
Candahar, with a view to the cession of Herat to the latter, ' securiog
thereby the tranquillity of the eastern froatiers of Persia, by putting an end
to the acts of plunder by which they were incessantly disturbed,” (18)
but he gave ihe pguarrantze of Russia for the maintenance and
fuliiment of the agreement. The determination of the Emperor had
ever been not to msintaie with Affyhanistan any other than purely
commercial relations : he would take mo part in ihe civil wars of the
Chiefs, nor in the family feuds, which kad po claim on his attention.
Count Simonich’s guarantee was therefore at once disaliowed, and he him-
self recalled. . Mot only so, but Getteral Duhamel, by whom he was suc-
ceedsd, se toon as lie discovered that the objects of Capt. Vieavicl's mission
had been misconstrued by us or by bimseif, or by both, witheut waiting for
fresh directions from St Petershurgh, and in conformity alone with the
spirit of his origisal instructions, immediately oun his arrival at Teheran
ordered the agect to retarn. 'With these assuranees, given with the utmost

11. Masson, vol. ili, p, 465, BMasson doubiz if Vieovich really was accredited
by the Russian minister 56 all; or whether be was not adopted after the sen-
sation which Tis appearance at Cabool had made became known: he says—
* Count Ness¢lrode, in acknowledging the mission of Viggvwich, may be sup-
posed to have adopted hislestors, although he does not expressly say so: I
still, however, beliove it to have been a fabrication whileadmitting the Russian
minister’s dexterity in relinquishing projects he never entertained.” The ex-
planation in Count Nesselrede’s note quoted in the text, Is such that we cannot
tor a moweat ¢onenr in this view of the case. Bird (O, Hobhouse calls him a
Polish renegado (Sce Spoech, June 23). He appears to have been murdered
on his retwrn from Cabool, and no more inquiries made after him. It might
have been encugh to know this much, to fecl assared that Russia had no inten-
tion of aftempting the revolution of empires when an agent such as this waz
resorted to-

12, Count Nesselrode, ut supra.

13. Ibid, March 5, 1839—verbatint.
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apparent frankoess and candour in two very able and elsborate papars, of
dates st November 1838, and March 5, 1889, Lnrd Palmersion declared
Her Majesty's government to be eatirely satisfied (Dec. 20, 1838)~wcon-
virced that Russia harbonced no hostile designs against the interests of Great
Britain in India 3 and that the two powers wounld thereafier unite in earnestly
dissuading the King of Persia from andertaking any similar expedition to
that against Herat. Io reply to the second note (that of 5th Mareh, 1889,)
the declarations of reeconciliation were still mors cordial,—expressiag the
satisfaction which the renewsd nssurances of friendship afforded II. M.'s
government,;and the gratification f2lt especially by the informaticn, that the
firgt act of General Dahamel on arriving at Telheras was the recali of the
commereial agent alrzady referred to. The same declaration o the part of our
foreign minister was afiervards emphatically repeated in Parliamens. It is
impossible to peruse the official papers, even as prapared for pablication
tricked out as a portion of them has sinee been proved to have been, to
bolster up the policy of Lord Auckland—withoul coming to ths conclusion,
that a more baseless visien than that of hostile design on the part of Russia,
conjured op by Mr, Ellice, aod unbappily believed in by Lerd Palmerston,
pever misled the rulers of a couatry. If it be affirmed, as it has often
been, that the deelarations of Rassia, howerer plausible and specific in ap-
pearance, are wholly untrcstworthy, — it must be replied, in the first plaee,
that I, M.’s ministers declared that they implicl'ly confided in them: they
may take the alternative of confessing, that in this they ustered a falsehood
knowing it ¢o besuch ; or that they then said what they believal ta ba true,
but which has since been proved to them to be the appasite.  If so, however,
we are entitled to demand what new light hag been throwa on the intentions
of Hussia in regard to the affairs of Cemtral Asia, sinece March 18387 If
the afirmations of the Courtof St, Petersburgh are at any time to be received
+with Jess confidence than those of other kingdowme, it will require to be
shewn on what grousds? When, and bow, it has deceived its allies?
If it be establisked that its assertion: are untrustworthy, then it Is
a mockery to Tetelve, or respond, to them; or to majotain towasds
a country, thus affirmed to be self-outlawsd from the society or privileges of
ciilized nations, the demeanaur required where ordinary principles of poli-
tical morality are adhered to: those whe neglect or viclate tho laws of the
European commonwealth have no right to require that these be observed
towards thom. With matters as they now appear before us, the accusations
of duplicity and dishonesty brosght against Count Nesselrade and his
golieagues, in reference ta their eanduct towards Persia aod Affghanistzn,
wnst be leoked on as base and malignant slanders, Lord Palmorston asks,
with 2 confident alr of triumph, whether the inlentions and the policy of
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Russia were to be deduced from the declarations of Count Nessclrade, or
from the acis of Count Simonich and Lieut. Vicovieh P (14) Thereply to
this is simple—that the acts referred to are no where to ba found but in
the fancies of the members of the Persian and Cabool missions;~mthe
grounds of suspicion set forth by Mr Eilico and Mr McaNeil, as published
in the Parliamentary Papers, would pot have been admitted as cireumstan.
tial avidence to convict an Baglish poacher! Captain Burnes gives us his
suspicions ouly : we are wholly in the dark as to the grounds en which
they were founded. The explanations of Count Nesselrode were de~
clared to be so entively satisfactory, that the aceusations azainst Rassia
were thereby de facie admitted to have fallen to the groand. Ueder these
circumstznc¢es, the following passzge from the Speech of Sir John Hob-
house, delivered in Parliament on the 231 of Juae 1312, in oppositica to
the motioa of Mr. Baillie for the productien of the papers on which the
justification of the Affrhan War was grounded, is worthy of gquotation :—

“ I am sorry to say (observes the Hon. Bari.) that that advice came from the Kas.
sian Minister at the Caure of Persia. It came from the representative of that most
powerful state; who had hitharto acted in the most frigndly wey with the British Minis-
ter, but wlio gave advice to the Schah totaily contrary to the advice that was tendered
by the Britiah Ministery and carried his advice afterwards into eflect by the interven-
tion which I must more particulatly allude 1o hereafter —an intervention gn the part
of the representative of the Cabinet of Bt. Peterspurgh, which way totally imeompa-
tible I s#y was totally incompatible with the very safety of Endia, Cowot Simo-
nieh advised theadvance upon Herat. Hon. Gentlemen are now so familiar with
the importanee ofthat city and state, from its position in Cemtral Asia, chat it is
nnnecessary for me to dwell upon it.  Tuis, however, I must state, that the besc
authpriics had laid itdown as an indispatable face, that that ity and iss immediate
dependeneiss are fhe most important of al) the ecities aind  states of Central Asia,
and thay the master of Heratisin & pasition, both with refavence to Persia and to.
the Affghan states, to hold the balance, if he has any considesable power, between
the parties who might contend for empire mueh further and with much greater
prozimity to Iadia. But Count Simenich did not confine himself to giving sdvice.
At the very time that the English Minisier, in eonsequence of iastructions from.
Lord Palmerston, retired, after fruilless sndeevours to prevail upen the Schab to
relinguish his pretensions, Gount Simonich remaived in the neighbourbood, and
sctually, it meight be said, saperintended the siegey snd an officer of distinction,
who had been in the Russian service, assisted at the siege, and I think T recollect,
was killed there,

¢ But it did pot stop there, The intervention of Russia did notstop with the

11. Drott of 2 note presented to Count Nessclrode, dated Foreigy Offcg,
26th October, 1838, The *imla Proclama:ion was issued three weeks before
Lord Palmerston thoughs of enquiring whethor Russia bad given any eause fur
ouy golng to war with st Mahomed ! 1t turned out she Lad piven nene:
et we went to war notwithstanding, whon the Jast of our prejences for so
doing had admittedly failed us !
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mere appesrance of the Bussian ambassadar at the siege of [{erat. FPorsooth, 8
treaty was entered into~-it will be found in the papers before the Houwse—by
which, in the tost summary way, the iawful sovereign of Herat (the real represens
tative ofthe encient dynssty) was to be dethroned, and his dominions were given
to one of the princes of Candabar, a brother of Dost Mazhomed, By that treaty an
entire change was to oceurin the whale ofthat important part of Ceacral Asia;
asnd whe does the House of Commons think was the guarantee of that treaty 7 No
iess & person than the Rossian ambassador, and I hald a proof of i in my band.
Was the Governor-Genersl of India, or the Minister at home charged with the In.
dian department, or my noble friend, the then Becrstary of State for Foreign Af-
falrs, or the Cabinet at large, 16 permit such a stste of things for a moement 7 Was
Lord Auckland to took on tamely when thiz transaciion war taking placey 1 wight
say, at the very gates of ladia? Buc shere was a purson who has gained an un-
happy astoriety by the publication of these papers; deputed also, I am sorry to
say, by the Russian Ambassader.—a renegade Pole he was said to have been—a
Captaio Vicovich, whose explgils, ne doubt, Hou, Memburs have read of in this
history. That individgal was deputed by Count Simonich to go—whither ? To
the ex-chielof Cabul—and he weut there sccordingly, But nob contented with
shat, there was to be another mission, a sort of branch mission 20 the AZwers
of Scinde, and anether to the Court of Lahare ; and wat Loed Auckland te can-
sider those things as nothing bat a trumpery effort made by the Schab of Parsia,
which the very sbadow of the British bayonet from bayond the Sutledge would at
once put dewsn 7 Nol Loed Auckland coansideredy with the Cabiuet st home, that
the time was come for resistance. My noble friend (Lord Falmerston) directed &
remonstrance 1o be made ta Count Nesselrode, and an auswer was given to it.
The Hon, Gentleman =aid, that my noble Friendy in his reply, considered the
answer satisfactory ; Abat was not the ward. My Noble Friend said he censidered
the assirances were satisfactocy, and so shey were, for they wers carried into
effect. For what acenrred 7 Count Simonich was recalled ; and, moreover, the
unhappy man, Captain Vicovitchy who wag a teol ia these intriguesy was also rew
eslled, and lLias been heard of no more. The rumour was, that be put an end to
his own existence ; but be has been beard of no more. An effect, however,a
very serious and dangerons effuct, had been produced by these intrigues. Nudid
notsignify to those barbaraus states whether ot not that ambassador, Count 8i-
manich, or that envoy, Captain Vieovitch, had exceeded their orders or not, as
Count Nesselrode said they had. What did Dost Mahomed know of that ? How
evuld he jndge 27

Sir Jolm Cam Hobhouse, who now adduces cliarges of the grossest
duplicity and fraud against the Cabinet of St. Petersburgh, was, by his
awn showing, in possession of the evidenee supplied by Mr NMeNeil
and Lord Avekland in 1888 : this was embodied in 3 note to Count Nessel.
rode of date 261h October, but had been unofficially before him io a sepa—
rate form ; and the several points replied tospecifically and seriatim by a aote
from the Russian minister of date 15t November—hcfore the formal nate of our
foreign miaister was received. Lord Palmerston sfates, ihat Count Nessel»
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rode’s communication had received all the attention that its importance so
justly demanded, anid that its general result had been highly satisfactory to
H. M.’s government. * The proceelinge of Russian agents in Asia [con.
tizues the noble visconat] had for some eonsiderabla time heen so much st
variance with the professed policy of the Rassian government, and so incon-
sigtent with the friendly relations sabsisting between Great PBritain and
Russia, that the British Cabinet deemed it its duty to ascertain, by frank
explanations with that of 5t. Petersburgh, whether any change had taken
place (n the declared policy of the Imperial cabinet in rezard to the affairs
in question, or its friendly dispositions towards Great Britaio? The
despatch of Count Nesselrode gontains upen thesa points, assurances the
most full and complete, and H. MJs government acceps, as entizely safig-
Jactory, the declarations of the Impaerial eabinét, that it does ot harbour
any designs hostile to the intorest of Qreat Britain in India; and that its
own policy, with respeet to Persia, remainis unchanged, and isthe same
which, in 1834, the twe powers agreed to adopt.”

Sir Jobn Cam Hobhouso was, in 1833, President of the Board of Con~
trol, and one of the members of the Government who gtated thems:lves
satisfed with the explanations in reference to the condust of the Per.
gian and Affzhan missions j—admitting by this deelaratioa, that the impres-
sions franded on their pravions infurmation were groundless, and that the
statements now recapitulated, on which these were based, wers utterly falla-
eious! The statement contained in the revised report of the speech,—that
¢ Tord Palmerston and his colleagues considered the assurances of Count
Nesseleods satigfactory, becnuse they were carried info effect, ** Count
Simonich and Lieulenant Vicavich liaving been recalled when the intima-
tion of the pleaeure of the Cabinet was cenveyed to the Court of St
Petersburel, is at variance with the evidence supplied by offieial dosunsents
The ancouncement of the reeall hers referred to is contained in a note
dated 5th Mareh, 1839: this again called forth expressions of pleasure
and eatisfaction from Her Majesty's Government, who had * been mueh
gratified by learning, that ene of the frst acts of General Duhamel, on en-
tering upen his functions at Teheran, {in supercession of Count Simonich]
was to recall Lieut. Vicovich from Affghanistan.” (15} The paper of ex.
planations referred to by Bir John Cam Hobhousa with which the Cabinet
first expressed themselves so highly gratified, is dated the 13t November,
and eontains not one word of the seeond meatinned resall!  Why should unt

15. The very wor.ls of the official correspondence have, fur the most part,
beea retained in the text,—which throughouat this seetion is Jittle olse than an
abridgament of the Parliamentary p:ﬁmra of 1839 in which the Iate ministry
put what they tien tmeant to be tho defence of their policy. These are now
agandoned, and old exploded or refuted siatements ance more dragged into
tha field.
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Russiz or Persia have sent missions to Cabool, or Labiore, or Scinde,——or

China, or Burmak, or Japan if it 3o pleased them ? We were then on

torms of amity with them all,—though the first three enumerated were at
deadly feud with each cther,—so that no deputation could have any eom~
mon hostile objeet in view. ‘1he explanatioh in reference to the trame-
ference of tho sovereignty of Herat from the wreiched effete Suddorye
prince, to the wmore vigorous Barukzye Sirdar, was fully set down in
Connt Nesselrode’s notes,—and this also was, in 1823 and 1839, con-
sidered enlitely satisfactory: well it might, if our pretended wiskes for
peace in Central Asia contained one particle of sincerity : the wreteh pro-
posed to be set aside was tho son of the elder brother of the father of the
Shah Soojah, who had seized upen Herat on the general dismemberment
of the kingdem, and was permitted to retain it. He was, according
io the rules of legitimacy and primogeniture, the rightful eovereign
of the Dooracnee empire, to the ezclusion of the Shah Sacjah himself,
He had no mere claim on Herat than on the Punjaub, Peshawur, Cash~
mere, Cabool, o Ghuznie,—eave that given him by the sword., His
character as a soverelgn, and his value as an ally, may be gathered from
the section referring to the affairs of Herat. Russia desired to have
him removed and a better man put in his place, * to secure the tran-
quillity of the eastern frontiers of Persia, by putting an end to the acts of
plunder by which they see incessantly disturbed.”’(16) IKamran Shah,
¢ the lawful sovereign—the real representative of the ancient dynasty' e
derived his revenues from man-stealing,—irom plandering merchants pass.
ing in hizs meighbourhood, and by making inroads into conterminous conn.
tries to carry off their inhabitants and sell them asslaves. The more peace-
ably-disposed states which suffered from his malpraclices, were as much en-
titled to depose him as a common nuisance, or a robber in the highways of
commerce, as were Hnglaod and Franes in desling wich the far more digni-
fied and hongurable pluaderers the Deys of Tonis or Algiers! The ex-pre-
sident of the Board of Countrol states, that the guarantee for the fuifilment
of the treaty by which these changes were to be effected, * was no less a
person than the Russian ambassador.”” e might, in candour, have added,

that in dolog so this ambassador acted in opposition te his instruclions, and
was recalled for having so acted before Lord Palmerston offered any remon-
strance or complaint :(17)—as also, that thus much was admiited by the
ambassador himself to the British embassy ! How lightly Dast Mahomed
eld the Russian mission In comparizon to the hope of the friendship of
Epgland, the members of the late Cabinet knew right weli, though their
hearers might not.  The portion of the despatch referring to this was sup-

16. Count Nesselrode’s note; 8th Marck 1837 ; also 1st November 1838,
17. See Count Nesselrode'’s Note of 1st November 1838,
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pressed, when 2]l the extracizs injurions fo the sredit of Russian candour
were given fo the world., 8ir Alez. Buroes, in one of these, of date 27th
December 1837, writes to the Government of India :—* On the worning of
the 19th, that is, yesierday, the Ameer came over from the Bala Hissar,
with a letter from his son, the Governor of Ghuznie, reporting that a Rus-
gian Agent hzd areived at that city on his way to Cabeol. Dost Mahomed
Khan said, that he had come for my connsel on the oceasion ; that he wished
to have nothing to do with any other power than the British; that he did
rot wish to receive any agent from any other power whatever, 8o long as he
had a hope of sympathy from ns; and that he would erder the Russian
agent to be turned out, detaincd on the tead, or act in any ether way that I
desired him.,” In a further suppressed portion of anothee despateh, dated
26th Januvary 1833, Sir John koew that the following stalement was to be
found :---‘* Sinee arriving here [at Cabocl] T have seen an agent of Persia
with alloring promises, after penetrating as far as Candalar, compelied to
quit the couatry, because no one sent to invite him to Cabool. Foilowing him,
an agent from Russia, with letters highly complimentary, and promises mare
than substantial, hag experience:dl no greater civility thao was due by thelaws
of hospitality and nations. Lt may be urged by some, that the offers of one or
bath are fallacious ; but snch 2 dictnim is certainly premature. The Ameer of
Cabool kias sought no aid in argnmentsfrom such offers, but declared that his
interestsare bound up io aa alliance with the British Governinent, which he
will never deaert so long as there is a lLope of secaring one. It is evident,
therefore, that in thiz chief [Dost Mabomed | we have one who isready to
meet ug; aud {rom what is passing in Central Asia at this momeat, it isany
thing but desirable to exhibit indifference to the solicitations of oue whose
position makes him courted ; and whose aid may render powerful for or
against us.? (18) Amongst the various anomalies apparent in these singxlar
passages 6f onr political history, it is mot unworthy of remark, that the
speech on which these observations have been offered, was delivered on the
debate on 2 motion by Mr, Baillie for the production of papers alleged to
have been on a previous oeeasion printed o a garbled form, Sir J, C. Haob~
house was opposed to this—the clief argument againsi graating the request
of the mover turning on the misunderstandings this might generate betwixt

18. Burnes’s supprossed Despatehes, Lord Fitzgerald and Vesci, the
preseus President of the Board of Control, toak upsn himself to athrm in
his place in the upper house, thas his predecessor in office wos not liable to the
gharue of unfairly parbling Burnes’s papera: we mnst in eharity belicve that the
noble loed had 20t exaained them when he made the afirmation: yet under
such iznorance of what e assisted to defend, the assertion wassomething mere
than bold, in the face of the declaration of 8ir Alexander himself-—that the
publication was sheer trickery, asd that he had been made to support dootrines
which be dencauced. The noble lord may, by this timo, have had the mneans
of correcting his impression !
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usand Rossial When the papers were posthumously published from the MSS.
of Sir Alex. Burnes eutire, without consent of Parliz ment, it torned out that
the tenar of the eancelled potiions was calculated to produce an effect the
very opposite of animosity ! In coutrast to the English minister’s perversion
or concealment of the contents of state papers, Count Nesselrede had himself
explained ¢ that Lord Palmerston’s having informed him that the affairs of
Persia would probably torm the subjeet of seriouns discussion in Parliament,
and that the Englizsh cabinet will probably find itself obliged to give publicity
to the communications which have been exchanged on this subject betwizt our
gabinet and that of Liendony—~the Fimperor degires me to state fo you, in his
nange, that he does not see any inconvenience in that publieity. The policy
of our august master does not fear open day, On the contrary, His Majesty
will be glad to see that explanations which he has spontanously offered to
England should be generally known.” (19) ¢ Strong ia our rectitude, and
in our conscience, we shall never have anything to conccal or to dissemble
which we have designed or undertaken.”

It gecms throughout to have been assnmed by the Melbourne administra~
tion, that such was the policy of Russia that no faith whatever was to be
placed in her professiony ; this postulate has already been adverted to above:
~—wae had norightto assume that Count Nassalrode and his colleagues were
fools a8 well as sooundrels. Vet nothing short of faruity could ever have in-
duced the Cabinet of St Peterghurgh to believe that Russia counld have possibly
maintained herself in India, had Britain made her a gift of it: that she
conld ever have reached it, even had shs attempted to do o : or that, if
having succeeded in the inconceivable exploit of placing a hundrad thousand
men on our [rontiers, she could have mainiained them on British ground for
2 single campaign. To any nation in Jurope less used to enlightened,
liberal, and hooest government—less blessed with commercial enterprise
and perseverance than our own, India would prove a ruinous possessian,

o thoss who have perused the conients of the previous pages, it will
have become appatent, that so far from the attack of Persia on Herat being,
as asserted by Lord Auckland, * cruel and unjustifiable,” it was declared by
two successive ambassadors the very opposite of both—that so far from being
at variance with the prineiples and objeets of our alliance, we were bound
by a speeial clause contained in each of threa successive treaties to give no
asgistance, except 23 mediafor st the solicitation of bath parties, to either
Affghan or Porsian, should war arise betwizt them.(20) So far from the
attack of Dost Mahemed on Peshawur being either sudden or naproveked,
it had been long premeditated—was one of a serieg which had been going

18, count Nesselrode’s Notes of Hth March 1839, and 6th Nov. 1838,
" Tgs 7Tre-at;r of 18141526, repeatedly referred to by both parties as in force
in I837.
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on withoue Interruption for three years in succession—and was provoked by
the perfidious conduct of the Seikh ruler seizing on 2 portion of the Doo-
ranuee territory, which the Ameer of Cabool was endeavourisg to resover.
1t will be perceived from what immediately follows, that the Ameer of Ca.
bool, who in 1B38 had been declared by the Gtovernor-Gencral to be an
usurper, had just two years before (22d Aug. 1838) been written to by
Lord Auckland, the same Governor-General, in terms expressive of * re.
gard and esteem " —the Dost hasing been designated Ameer, without ques-
tion as to the validity of hia title, and called by the name of * friead *’ ;—that
Runjeet Singh was desirous that the GovernorsGeneral should be the chan-
nel of submitting to his consideration the pretensions deseribed as unreason-
able j~-and that the Cabool ruler himself, in ease any difficulty should be
made on this point, was willing that this should be leftin abeyance through.
cut the lifetime of the Lahore ehief. The negociations at Cabool betwixt
Sopteraber 1887 and May 1833 require next to be examined, We cannot
in this, as i two of the preceding sections, draw our materizls frowm papers
priated by Parliament ; the portivas which will most avail the purposes of
the present enquiry were withlield from the public as long as the ministers
could keep thom back : they hiave been published from the privaie papers
of the late Sir Alexander Burnes, being portions of his despatclies forwarded
to Goverament, but supptessed whea the others were printed by order of
the Houso of Commons,

CAPTAIN BURNES'S NEGOCIATIONS AT CABOOL.

* After much time spent by Captain Burnes in fruitless negetiation ai Cabuol, it appearel
that Dost Mahomed Kban, chiefly in conseguence of his reliance upon Persian encaurage-
ment and agsistance, persisted, as respecied his misuaderstanding with the 3ikbs, in urzing the
mMost anreasonable protensions, snch us the Govetitor Geueral could not, consistently wiih juse
tice, and his regard for the friendship of dfaha Raja Haojeet Singh,be the chanauel of sab-
mitting to the consideration of His Highnessy that he avowed schemes of aggrandizement
and amibition, injurious 3o the secority and peace of tne Froutiers of lodia; andthat he
epenly threatened in furtherance of th es schemes, t¢ call in every foreign aid which he
could command, Ultimately he gave his uadisguised support to the Persian designs of
Affghanistan, of the uniriendly and injurious ckaracter of which, as concerned the British
Power in [ndis, be was well appri-ed, and by his utiter disvegard of the views and interest of
the British Government, competlad Capt, Hernes 10 laave Cabooel without having efected
aty of the objecta uf his Missicn," * L4 x LA

*§i was now evidont, that ma further interference could be exercised by the British Jo-
vernmeut o briog about & good understanding between the Sikh Ruler and Dost Mahom-
ed Khan, and the hostile policy of the later Chief showed foo plainly that so long =a Cabeol
remaiced nnder his goverament, we couli rever hope that the trunquillity of our neighbonr-
hood would be gecured, or that the interests o1 our Fadian Empire would be preserved
inviolale.”"— Simis Proclemetion, Cctoder I, 1838,

‘WE have ia this, as in the two preeeding portions of this narrative, placed
the paragraph of the Simla Proclamation to which the observations which
follow next io order wore particularly relate, as a text to whigh the reader
may refer: should he suceced in reconciling it with the official documents
on which it is professed to be based, and on the examination of which we are
now about to enter, he will bave been more fortunate than the writer of the
narrative,
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Tn 1832, treaties had been entered iato with the Ameers of SBciade, the
Nawabs of Bahawulpore, and the MabarajabRunjeet Singh,whick had for their
object the extension of British commerce by means of the opening up of the
pavigation of the Indus. (3) Theglowing deseriptions of Burnes (2) appear
to have given a very exaggerated idea of the value of the inlernal traflic
of the cozutries bevond the [ndus, It was forgotten that where there was po
itidustry, no maoufactores, or mineral wealili, no sea-coast or rivers to per-
mit exportation, thiere couldl be little or nothing to give in exchange for im—
perts ;—and that the wants of a population, purely nomade, must at all times
po simple and singularly few.  The whole of our commerce with Persia has
never exceeded two miillons sterling a-vear, rarely got above ane; (8) ihe
total of our trade with Affghznistan certainly never exceeded a million
annually, znd has very rarely amounted to much more than the hislfof one. (4)
Besides this, the Indus in realily was never elosed save by its own dangerous
entrances and shallow depth of water. (5} Lord Ellenborough has opened the
Indus as far as Alithen Jote, and the Suotiej in continuation of this to the
Markuzda, where it ceases Lo be navigable for the smallest craft. Yet the gross
value of he Brltish goods cousuned by the countries adjoining does not at pre=
sent amount to a quarter of a millios sterling, and will not in all likeliboad
be dounbled for fen years to come: the expense of maintaining troops be-
twizt Korrachee and Bukkar, both stations included, exceeding £600,000
. a-year; with a less force, it would Lc uzwise to think of kecping thess
stal jonsat all. The great line of traffic was net along, but across, (he Indus
by the Delbi fronier, {6} or parallel to it, at a digtance of 1C0 wiles, by
Senmeanee and Kelal. The countrics beyond the Indus, besides, have
always baen open to the free admission of every variety of foreign im-
posts on paying a meoderate fixed duty, The chief obstructions in reach—
ing these, are irremediable by treaty: and arire from the sttacks of the
plondering tribes in the passes, which csnnot be restrained save by ihe
payment of a black wail or subsidy. This, in the time of the Lrooraunee
mooarchy, amounted to £8000, and during the short reign of the Shah

1. Masson, vol. ii. p, 432
.., 2+ Simla Declaration, Octeber 1, 1838t gupra. Bokhara Travels, Baok
ifi, The term exag};eratcd, is applicd williout censure on Burnes: his state-
mnents ave apparvently quite within the mark, but the ideu of commerce with
the interior at al appearsto have lnduced 211 sorts of absard conclusions. The
iofercuces were exaguerated ; the premises were glowing, but nos too much so.

3. Sir J. B‘Neil, quoted tn Hough's Preface.

4. See Mr Torreus's Tables, June 1841,

5, Burres’s Cabool, p. 126,

6. M:;as;ou’a Returns suy plied to the Rombay Times, and given in detail, July
1841, Torrens's Trade Tables by the Delni Fronuer.. s cat of papers of vory
dubious authority— the laat ;—from which it appesrs that £670,000 worth of
goods ¢rossed tho Vclhi frontier for Cabool in 1840 41,
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Sovjah from 1836 to 184), to £12,000 a-year (7} for the use of the Khyber
Pass alone.

In the month of October 1836, Captain (afterwards Lieut. Col. Sir Alex.)

Burpes was dirceted by the Government of India to proceed from Bombay
throngh Scinde, aad thence to Cabonl on a commereial mission, whose ob-
jeot was to ring, if possible, into operation, a line of poliey some years be-
fore chalked ont by Lord William DBentinck, for the extension of trade and
promoticn of our intercourse with the eountries lo the westward of the In-
dus, The traveller had, six years before, traversed the countries io which
e wag now sent on mision, and aequired the friendship of many of the
chiefs, especially of Dozt Mshomed of Cabool—one of the most able, vigo-
rous, aml enterprising rulers in central Asia ; and be had, besides, distin-
gaished himgelf beyond any man of his time in the Company’s serviee, for
the accurscy and eopiousness of the Commereial statistics e had, from time
to time, laid before the Government. With him in this cmbassage were as-
sociared, Lieut, Wood of the Indian Navy, Liewt. (now Mazjor) Leeeh of
the Bombay ¥ogincers, and Dr Lord of the Company’s Medical service.

A combination of events occasioued the speedy alterativn of the objects
and eharacter of the mission, Defore the end of Juae he liad received
instructions 1o proceed withont delay te Cabool, and enter on a train of po-
litical arrangements,—ilestined, as it proved, te terminate in the dethrone=
ment of Dost Mahomed, and tha restoration of the Shah Soojah ;—in the
maurder of the latter, and eventual reinstatement of the former jn pewen

Urged forward by snecessive expresses with instraclions from the Governs
ment of [adiy, as the emergencies seomed to ariselie procesded to Peshawur,
where he arrived on the 12th and left on the 30th Angust ; having delayed
in hopes of the arrival of an eseort, expected to have accempanied them
through the Khyber Pass.(8) On 20th Sept., the mission entered Cabool
with great pomp and splendour, EHkhbar Khan, the favourite son of Dost Ma~
horaed, had been sent out to meet them, with a fine body of cavalry. The Sir-
dar, a youth scarcely twenty years of age, but the largest man in the cortege,
placed Sir Alex. Burnes on the same elephant with himself, and eonducted
them straizht to the Bala Ilissar to b: introduced to his father’s court,
where lils reception was most cordial. A spacions garden, close Lo the palace
and nnder the IJ3ala Hissar, was alloeated as the residence of the mission.
The following day they were admitted to a formal andience. The Ameer's
view of the Goveraor-General’s JTetter was all that eould Dbe desired.
On being ivformed that sowme of the raritieg of Burope had been brought to
him as presents, be prowsptly replied, that Captain Burnes and hus friends
were the rarities the sight of which most pleased him. As they passed

1. Journcy to ibe Oxus, p. 171,
8. Major Hough, p. 318.
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through the city, some of the peeple eried out, % take eare of Cabacl ;” “ do
pot destroy Caboel,"—and wherever they went they were received with cordial
welcome, ** Power frequently spoils men (says Sir A. Burnes in his ex-
cellent work on Cabool) ; but with Dost Mahomed, seither the increase of
it, nor his new title of Amecr seems to have done him any barm, He seemed
even more alert and full of intelligence than when I last saw him.”(9)
The following aceount is given of the Dest by Lient, Wood, a member of
the mission. (30)

¢ Dost Mahomad Kban is sbout forty-five years of age, and locks worn out and
aged before his time, His frame is large ond bony, and gJl his featurea strongly
marked. There is a sternnesa in the genera] expression of hiz features, which is
incressed by his flowing, jet-black beard, but his eountanance is lighted up by eyes
of peeuliar beilfiancy and intelligenca s when he fixes them upon thase by whom he
is addressed, they actually seera to flaab with spprobation or dissent. ¥rom the
easa with which beran over the names of places visited by Captain Burnes in 1832.3,
it ig evident that his memory must be 2 good one; and the varjous subjects on
which hespoke, the good sense of his remarks;, and the resdiness of his replies,
proved that his conversatienal tslents were of no mean order. When any one of
us addressed him, he sat with his eyes fivetted wpon the spesker, and his whole
soul appeared sbsorbed by the subject : when he bimself spoke, though he did not
resorh to Persian gesture, nor sssume the solemanity of a Hindoo rajah, there was
that ic bhis manner and tone of voice whick enforced attention.

¢ Dur welcame had been cordial ; and as we left the epartment I could not help
contrasting the audienee we bad just quitted with the scene in & Haiderabad dor-
bar on a like occasion, and the bearing of the blunt, homely Afghan with thet of
the vapouring Beluche, Dost Mahomed’s reception of the rmission was less warm-
Iy expressed than that of ibe Sind Amirs, but the ruler of Kabul felt what the
others only feigned. He deemed himself honoured by the arrival of & DBritish mis-
sicn at Lis cazpital ; while on the contrary the potentates of Bind, when they grant
ao interview to a British agent, affzct to think that the condescension is on their
part ; they consider only the servant whe is sent to them; but the more intelligent
Affghans view in the servant the government which he represents,”.. Wood’s Joure
ney {0 the Oxus, pp. 171 and 372,

The following exiract from a letter, addressed, afler the march on Herat
had begun, to Mr M‘Neil, Ambassador at the Court of Persia, is im-
portant, as expleining the views of Captain Burnes on the cloims of Dost
Mahomed, just before the Gevernment of India had determined that no
concession whatever ought te be made to the Ameer, and that the claims

§. Burnes’s Cabool, p. 148, It may be of inlerest to recollcet, that this Is
the colebrated Ukhbar Khan who had, six months before this, distinguished
himself against Burry Singh at Jumroed. If Wood’s statement be correct,
he could be no more than 24 when he joined the Cabool insurgents. He i3
now about 25,

10. Wood's Journey to the Oxus, pp. 171 and 172.
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which the best-informed of their own servanis considered equitable and just,
should be et aside, and be deposed, oa the ples of putting forward aggres-
slve pretensions calonlated for his own aggrandisement, and injurious to
British views tve

Extract : Letler from Captaln A. Durass 1o the British Ambassador in Persia,
dated above Moolian, on the Indus, 6th June 1837,

Assaming theh, as I bave done in my late communications to Calgusta, that a
friendly commercial connexion with the states beyond the Indus, sad between that
river and Persia, wouldbe highly beneficial to our interests, the advantage would
be greater if we could render that connexiou politicel. There is certainly now no
glteration since 1809, and it was then desirable. The only objection te it at present
s the offence which we shall give toour old ally at Labore, but as his death cannot
be very distant, E bave urged upon notice the prepriety of taking a middle course,
Supposing it were found that I ost Mahomed Khan possessed sl the influence, and
al) the ability, for which he universally receives ¢redit, much embarrassment is not
likely to agerne 10 us, by either promising to that chief, or entering into & secret
treaty with him, that we should varow our iufluesce ioto his hands, to establish
himself on the right baak of the Indus, as far dowu as Bhikarpoor, vnthe demise
of Runjeet S8ing. 'Tillthen, by ajudicions friendly intercourse we might so guide
the course of events, as to consolidate hiu power, and prepare the way for the sloser
future conpesion, which we contemplated. A lean of money would of course be
by far the most substantial way, botthat I was afraid 1o suggest, not thatI think
it should be withheld, but from  the uiter hopelessness of getting it ; por wonld 1
wrge its being given gt gll, if the cash were to be employed against Rusnjeet, To
that I see strong objections. We shanld let him keep Pesbawur while he lives, and
meznwhile, turn Dost Mahomed Khan’s attention to Candahar and Herat. He
has annexed Jellalabadto his country singe I waa in Cabool in 1832, which gives
him an sddition of six lacs 4Frupees to his revenuz,

Though the above bethe eutline of the policy which it appears to me we shonld
foliow, [ should like first to see with myown eyes, the state of affairs in Cabool,
the more &0, after reading your letter of the 22nd of Jenwary.—As for Suddozys
ascendansy fa Cabool, T ecasider that hopeless, ¢lther from Kamran, or Shonjsh
ool Mootk ; the fornaer, by the way, is said to be dying of dropsy; and the latter
has not the head to manage any thing.-=Tha most powerful tribe of the Doora-
nees ia assuredly the Barukzpe. Your view of the influence of the Cabeol
Rozzilbashesis new to me. At first sight is might appear anti-national, and the
power of Dost Mahomed Khan in consequence to be anti-national; but st
Abmed Shah, Timor Shah, Zeman Shah, and even Shoojah, trusted greatly to
these Kuzzilbashes, and the Ghoolam Xhanee, as they are called, have at all
times bad great influence in Cabool. I look npon them as the main stay of Dost
Mahomed Ehan, and itis to them that he will owe the crown of Cabool if he
£7er gelsit. His own ¢lan the Barukzye, will not oppose their influence, as T think,
with some few exeeptions, they were glad of the supremacy which a Barukzye

has gecured. Itis certain that the chief of Candahar acknowledges in some degree



36

the superiority of Dest Msalomed Kbas, as you hove been juformead ;'and I hear
that it was by the advice of the whole clan, that the clief of Cabeo! has taken

the title of Ameer. In fagt, there is a circumstance written to me by Mr. Masson
quite corroborative. O rveceiving the Governor Genearal’s natification of my ap-
proach, Dost Mahomed Khao sumamoned Kohub Il Khan to Cabosl, and if he
would siot come himselfy requested him to send ene of his brothers and not 1e-

proach him hereafier, since every thing depended ca this visitc I very much fear 1
shall find s:e of the Candahar Sirdary at Caboeol. On all these points, however, 1 hape

80an to be better informed, and before T get to Cabool to find myself invested whh
other authority than what Enow hold. The part which the Candahar chief is acting

requirves particalarly to be watched, Tmmedistely 1 got your letter £ sent off a nes-
senger from Dera Ghazee Kbun to Candahar, throngh the Lukkee Surwur pass, by
whict it has been reached in 8 days, to asgertain what was going on there, and 1 ad-
dressed Kohun Dil Khan for the first time as to the ebjects Government had in view
in deputing me to the countries weat of the Endus. I shell very soon hear what pas.
ses, fur since X dispatched the messenger, which i but four daysage, I have had
a letter from Candabar saying ** that the Persian Hlchee iz expecied to reach in a
day er two, and thas the Sirdare have made pompoue prepsratione Lo receive the
Embasey,” though my informant bad ne idea of presents from the Russian Envay.
¥ shall uot fail to avail myself of the worthy Bleer Mahomed Candaharee, sud if
things are nat right in Candshsr, when I get to Cabool, I shall wait (heve till I
puc them s0. At all events, I shell leave nothing undone to try and pota stop to
thieir intercourse with the Russiav minister, aod if matters go rightly we shall, I tske
ity be able to neutralize the power of the Candahar chiefsy or, at ail eveants, place
them in complete subjection to Dosr Mahomed Khan, whose influence increases
daily, and will be mought diminished by his late victory over the Sikhs, As to that
indeed, 3 letter from Captsin Wade, which bes jast reached me, sajs * that the
¥ Sikhs have never been so severely handled, and a near move st the prescut time
“ towardsthe Sutlej might secure the independence of Dest Mahomed Khan,” so
that the game at present is all in favor of Cabool.

Captaln Burnes was entrusted with a letter of the most warm and cordial
tener from the Governor- General ¢ the Ameer, written in the same kind
and friendly strain as that of the preceding year. It was dated 15th May,
1837. It is needless to say how much gratified Dost Mabormed felt at what
be assumed fo be a fresh instance of our good wishes towards him, At this
time, Lord Anckland was perfectly aware of the King of Persia’s prepara»
tions for attacking Heraf,(11) as also of the allegations in reference to the ad-
vice given to this effect by Connt Simenich. (12) Ho kuew, likewise, that
messages of {riendship, (18) and letters of awmity and regard,(24) had been

11. Mr McNeil's Lotier to Lord Palmeraton, Nov, 3, 1836,

12, 1bid. Az also Letier of Lord Palmersion {o the Earl of Durham, 1Gth
Jaouary, 1837.

13. My M<Neil, &e., December 50, 183G,

14, Ibid, Fob, 20,1837. ‘he above iz abridged from Extracis of Letlers
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exchanged betwixt the Ameer of Cabaol, Lhe Candahar Sirdare, and the
King of Xings. The incessant attempts of Dost Mahomed Khan te recover
Peshawur, were known toevery one. There was, in fact, nothing which had
oceurred, o far as appears by anything on record, betwixt the 15th May,
when the letter of friendly grecting which was to intraduce Captain Burnes
as a commercial agent was written, and the Ist of June, when it was deter—
mined to convert this inte a threaiening embassage, demanding explanationg
aud denouncing vengeance, for the sole erime of defeating the Seikhs at
Jumrood on the Istof May. The preparations for attacking them were long
before well known ; the result of the action was the only thing which bad tran.
spired.(15) We have assizned the last fortoight of May as the period fa
which this wonderful alteration was wrought in the Culentta Couneil Cham-
bet. The letiers of Captain Bugnas, indicatiog this, are dated Indus 5th of
July ; it must have taken a month or nearly to transmit letters fram Cal.
catta to the Indus. He eays, ¢* I came to look after commerce, and already
I have required to abandon my ledger for treaties and politica.(16) I was
ordered by expresa to pause; and, while hurrying ea my accounts, another
express cries pause,—which places a vast latitnde in my hands. * *  fhava
not as yet got replies to my recommendations on our line of poliey in Ca.
bool, eonsequent on a discovered inirizue of Russia, and on the Cabeol
chief throwing bimself in despair into Perso-Russian arms.”  If these things
were new to Burnes, the published papers show that Lerd Auckland and
Lord Palmerston had beena for many mouths acquainted with them. It was
the interpretation which was to be put upon them, and the line of poliey to
be pursved in consequence, which were the only things that were novel—and
new these were with a veageance. No papers relating to these have been
published, and we are left to Joock to Duwning Street, where a tottering
Cabinet required some aehievement in India, considered certain of snceess,
to divert public attention from wisminagemeat at home, for a solutioa of the
mystery which attends them. ‘

Laed Anckiand bad, a year before, as will be geen by the subjoined com-
munleation, oxpressed Lhimself in the warmest terma towards the Ameer,
¢alliog him his friend, and expressing his aaxiety te know in what manner
he coald be of service to bhim in bringiug aboat a reconciliation with
the Seikhsl -

Amezr Dost Mahomed Khan, of Cabodl, to Lerd Aduckiand, the Governor~General
of Indis, 31st Dlay, 1836.
Aftet compliments.
As 1 tave beew long attached to the British Government by the ties of friendship

published in most of the London newspapers, from the posthumous papers of
the late Sir Alex. Burnes, first printed in Bombay for private eirculation.

15, Delhi Gazelte, Feb. 15, 1837 ; and so on 18] May-

16, Cabool, p. 142, Lotter to Mr Secrotary MeNaghten, dated Sept. 24.
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and affetion, the late intellizense of your Lordebip's arrival, enlightening with your
preasence the sest of Government, and diffusing over Hindoostan the brightness of
your conutenance, has afforded me extreme gratification ; and the field of my hopes
{ which had before been ehilled by the cold blast of the times) hag, by the happy tid-
ings of your Lardsbip's arrival, become the envy of the garden of Paradise.

It may be known to your Lordship, that, velying on the principles of benevolence
and philanthropy which distinguiah the British Government, I look npan myself
and country as bound te if; and the letiers X have received from that quarter bave
all been replete with friendly sentiments and attention, and to the effect that, in the
time of need, the obligations of friendship should be fulfilled, The lste transactions
in this gusrtery the condust of reckless and misguided Sikhs, and their breach of
treaty, are well known la your Lotdship. Communieste to me whatever may now
suggest itseif to your wisdom, for the settlement of whe affuira of this country, that it
Tasy serve 49 a rule for my guidance.

I hope your Lordship will consider me and my country as your own ; and favour
meoften by the reawipt of your friendly letters, Whatever directions your Lordship
may be pleased to issue for the administration of ¢his country, I wilk ac: acoordingly.

Lard Auckland to Amesr Dost Muhomed Khan, written 223 Auguat, 1836,

After compliments,

I have had the pleasure to receive your friendly letter, which was transmitted to
me through Captain Wade; aad I am gratified at the opportunity which it afforde
mey so shortly after my assumplion of the [adian Goverament, toconvey to you the
assuranees of my anfeigned ragard and esteem.

It iz my wish that the Aﬂ'ghans shauld be a ﬂam’ishing and anited naﬁon; and
that, being at peace with all their neighbuurs, they stisuld enjoy, by means of a more
extended commerce, all the benefits and comforts passessed by other neiions, which,
through such means; have sttained a high and advanced state of prosperity and
wealth.

My predequssor, awary that nothing was so well ealeulated to promote this ebject
as the opening of the navigation of the Indus, spared hiwnself no pains in procaring
this channel for the fiow ofindustry and enterprize ; and it shall be my study to se-
cond bis philanthrepic purpoese, and to complete the scheme which he so sucsessfully
commenced, X feel assured that you pannor byt take a lively interes: in the suceess
of this undertaking, so especially conducive as it must be, to the prosperity of the
people over whom you rule,

Etis probable that I may, ere long, depute some gentleman to gour Court, to dis.
cuss with you certain comraercisl topics, with a view to our mutual advantage.

¥ have learned with deep regret that dissensions exist between yourself and Ma-
harajah Bunjeet Sing, DMy friend, you are aware that it is wmot the practice of the
British Government to interfere with the affairs of othier independent states; and
indeed it does not immediately occur to me hew the interference of my Govern.
ment cauld be exercised for vour benefit. I shall be happy, howevers, 0 learn from
you by what means you think that I can be of any assistante; and, In the meaatime,
L have only to hope that you wiil be able ta devise some made of effveting a recon-
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ciliation with the Sikhs; it balng net only for your own advantage, but for the ad-
vantage of all the countries inthe vicinity, that twa nations so situated should ever
pteserve unimpaired the relations of amity and concord.

Beggiog that you will accept my renewed assurance of friendship and regard,

Tam, &e. {3igned) AvcKLanD.

8irA, Burnes's inetruetions, in referenca to the mergantile portion of his mis-
sion, were sufficiently copious and explieit : when this was ttansmuted into an
embassage of a widely different character, lie appears to have been left almost
wholly to the guidance of his own understanding.(17) If we consider the
very imaperfaet condition of our informatisn at this period, or rather tha im-
penetrability of our ignorance, and the total want of justifieation for the
measures afterwards adopted, that Burnes’s reports did aetually supply, the
eonclusion is almost forced on uws, that the mission was sent $o see and
speak of matters on which a quarrel might be founded. When this failed,
Captain Wade fell back on the reports supplied by Mr Masson in 1835.(18)
Captain Burnes had learnt, on his way to Cabool, how easy would be ths
adjustment of the Peshawar question on tho part of Runjeet Singh.(19) On
arriving at Caboal, he found Doat Maliomed anzicus to eome into all the
views of Government,

Persian influence was rapidly on the decline: and though a Persiaa Elcheo
wes then known to be on his way to Caboal, it seemed doubiful if he would
be raceived ; if he had been so, there were no offers which he could have
made which would bavo been placed for 2 moment in the balance against
those of the British Government.(20) Our Bovoy, ten days after his arris

17. In a private letter, dated Cabool, 30th October, Burnes thus writes:w.
« ¥ hardly know what the Government ef India will think of my measures, for
my live of conduct is only indicated by them, not marked out. Iam ina very
eritical position, and they tell meso tetidem verbis’” DMasson complaing
incessantly of this matter; he guotes a letter from Burnes, in which the writer
8ay3;—4¢ My last accounts from Calewtin are, in plain language, as follows, .
that Lord Auckland looks with great anxiety to hear from me in Cabool, alter
1 have seen about me; the meaning of which is clear enough, that they are 1o
act after I have reported. Thizs looks like toasiing our toes al Cabool for the
winter.” :

18. Masson’s Travels.

18, We have, in the text, given Durnes’s own views of this matier. Mas-
son's are almoat word for word the same. In commenting on a letter received
on that snbject from Captain Burnes, he says, «* While perfectly aware that the
occupation of Peshawur was unprofitable, and the constant source of alarm and
inquietude to Runjeet Singh, and satisfied that he wounld relinguish ii it soli-
cited to de so, I hod not hoped that he would havo veluniarily ecme forward
and cxpressed a desire to be eased of it.”’ —DMasson, vol. il p. 447,

20, Burnes's Letter to 5ir W. M‘Naghten—Cabool, Oct. 4, 1837—DBlue Bock,
1839. We shall reguire to refer to these papers almoss incessantly for some
apage to come. They form a continued series from the 23th September to the
Ist May. Those quoted as ‘¢ anpublished papers” are fragments of the ori-
%mai despatches az forwarded to Government. They were suppressed by the

board of Control when ordered by Parliament to bo published ie4839. They
give & totally altered complexion to the gonduct of Dost Mahomed. ’
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val, was closetted with the Ameer, and found him most frank and cireum~
stantial in his ezplanations. He had been before, as already explained nuder
a previous head, on treaty of alliance with Persia; he declared that he ale
ready bitterly repented ever having had anything te do with that conntry—
the more eapecially since he had received the Governor-Gengral's ne-
tification of Captain Burnes's intended mission. e stated that the
Caadahar negociations with Mahomed Shah were entirely without his
conenrrence, and wuch against his inelination. If the affairs of Pesha-
wur were ever adjusted, he said he would be expected to have no more oe-
easion for aid from any oue; but whether the British Goverament interested
itzel{ in this or wet, he was resalved to de every thing he could to show hig
respect for its wishes ; if he could not succced in regaining our friendship,
he was equally resolved to have nothiag more o do with Persia. It was
impossible that anything eould have been more satisfactory than this, if we
realiy were in earnest in our desire to treat with him as an independeat
sovereign. The sama tone of friendship was maintained with the most pec~
fect consistency to the end, when our offezs of alliance became so absolutsly
insulting, considering the termns on which they were made, that he had no
choiee left but to decline them. The fullowing extract from a private letter,
dated Cabool, 80th Uctober, gives Captain Burnes's opinions in 2 more cons
eise and graphic form than do his communications with the Government of
India, thoogh the tw¢ are in substanece idsntical :—

4 Cabool, 30th Octaher, 1837 —lere a hundred things are passing of the high=
gst interest——1 arrived here on the 24ih of last monthy and have bad a very cor-
dial reception—Dost Mahomed Khan has fallen joto all our views, and in so doing
has either thought for himself, or followed my counse), but fur doing the former I
give him every credit, and things now stand so, that [ think we ars on the threse
hold of a negotialion with King Runjeet, the basis of which will be his withdrawal
from Feshawar, and & Bayuksye receiving it as a tributary of Lahore, the Chief ¢f
Cabeol sending his son to ask pardon.—What say you tothis afier all whathasbeen
urged of Dest Mahemed Ehan’s putting forth extravagaot pretensions? Hunjeet will
accede to the plan I aw certaing but **¥* jsa prest litle man, if yeu comprebend
whet I meay, and while he is looking to the horizon (to use bis own words) of po-
litdes and considering, events ecrowd on, spd spoil bLis specslavons I have,
ic bebalf of Government, agreed to stand as mediator between the parties, and
Dest Blrhomed has eut asunder all Lis connexion with Russia and Persia, aod

refused to veceive tle Awbassader frem the Shab vow at Candaber.—Ris brotliers
at that city have however esressed the Persisn Elehee afl the more for this, and I
Bieve sent them zuch a Funius as I believe will astouish them, I had indeed res.
son Lo acl premptiy, for they have a son settivg out for Tebran with presents to the
Sbalt and the Russias Ambassadory and T hope T shall be in time 10 explain our
hosiility 1o stch couduct.— Every thing bere Las indeed vun well, and but for our
deputation 4t the tme it heppened, the Louse we oveupy would have been tenant-



41

ad by a Russian Agent and & Pershan Blchee. [ hardly know what the Govern-
ment of India will think of iny measures, for my line of conduct is only indicaied
by them, not marked ent.—Yat [ am inspirited by their free use of landatory ad~
itctives vegarding my proceedings hitherto—¥ ¥ Tam in a very critical posi-
tion, and se they tell mew~tolidem verbiz,w.but I like diffcaltiesmthey are my
brandy.”’

We have already had oecasion to refer to the utter waut of instrue-
tions from wlich the mission suffered onr first reaching Cabool. Seo far
from this having been vemedied, it became aggravated each month of
their stay. The pure no meaning of the tering” *¢ Persian aggression' and
4 Russian intrigue” puzzled them far more than the phantioms they ap-
prehended would have doue if converted iato substantial realities., Mr
M*®Neil sounded the double zlarm, that Persia was abont to march an
Herat, Candzhar, and Ghuznie, and that Mahomed Shah and Dest Ma-
homad were about to furm an allizange —out of which some fearful and
indefinite mischief was to spring, whose furm was too dreadfsl to be
described, its power ico ferrific to be resisted, Dost Mahomed was
forbidden to make terms for himself with Persia, on paiz of our
severest displeasure, and the Ameer at gnce declsted that if this wonld
please us, we should have no g ounds of dissatisfaction: he had treated
with Persia aghe had done with other puwers, with a view of sirengthening
his auathority, aud without any idea of aunoying us. But then agalin,
Persia threatened to advance towards Cabool with a view to invasion. This
intention, which, whether real or pretended, we have every reason to believe
incapable of being carried into ¢ffeet, was fully believed in as praciicable and
imminest by the whole Perzian mission, (21} by Dost Mahomed, and the
members of the mission at Cabasl ; Captain Burnes having offered himself
to gerve with the troops of Candahar, snd to assist the Sirdar with money
in case it should be carried into effect. (22) Iv was implicitly relied
o0 by Lord Aunckland, and is yet held as an unquestionable 2:ticle of ereed
by the then chaifman of the Board of Control. (23} Yet Lord Auckland de-

21, See letters of Mr Bllice, Mr M*Neil, Major Tod, &e. from 1834 to 1838 ;
they will be found more fully quoted aud referred to under the klerat and
Russisn heads,

22. Buarnes’s private letters, also despaiches.--See Mr Maenaghten's letier,
dated Belleiry, 20th Jan., severely blaming Captain Burass for having made
an offer of assistance. Burnes himself says, ¢ L entertain the belief that if we
keep cur fociing in Cabool and Herat falis, the presence of Mr lLeech alone
will prevent the Shah of Persia from attacking Candshar.”-—Suppressed
Drespatch, 22d February, 1838.

24, Sir J, C. Hobhouss's speach, 234 Jane, 1842. The ex.chairman guotes
Mr Ellice as an authority on the imminence of the dangers ot invasion from
Persia. This is naivé enough ; he seems to have forgasien that the atleged
cause of the war was, the desire of Dost Mahomed to soreen hiwself frow chis
daager, by an alliance with Persia. We would not help him in fighting with
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clared in hiz minute (12th May, 1838), that he had Lefore stated to the
Secret Committee his determination wot to oppase tlie hostile advance of
Persia upon Candahar or Cabool, whether by arms or money. (24) He,
in shoct, would nat permi: Dost Mahomed to enter into a teeaty to savehimself
from Persian invagion, nor suffer him by alliance with her to protect himself.
This was the state of matters in the begincing of the year 1838, but a
change in our conduet towards the Cabool chief was at hand, to which,
after noticing the affzirs to the eastward, we shall speedily have occasion
to advert. On the 25th December, two months after the arrival of the
mission at Cabool, Lieutenant Lesch was dispatched to Candahar to
ascertain how matters stood in that guarter. The three brothers who
ruled in Western Affghanistan, were Kebun Dil Khan, Rehem Dit Kbhan,
and Meer Dil Khan; the first described by Captain Burnes as an honest
good man and stannch Sconee; the second, as having some energy ; and
the third, as possessod of more talent than either of the other two. (25)
These chiefs were at this time in treaty with Persia, with a view to their
assisting in the attack on Herat. It doss not appear whether or not any
hint of the intentions of Russia a: to the bestowment of the princedom
on the eldest of the brother Sirdars, had transpired. The treaty was
sabmitied to them and agreed to in January: (26) how long before thiis they
were informed of the intentions of Persia and Russia in their favour we
have not discovered. If, in the knowledge of this, they were still disposed
to break of ail arrangements with Persia and Russia in our favour, we
surely could have desired no stronger evidence of their anxisty for oar
alliance:—noc eould we assuredly blame them for esdeavouring to complete
an arrangement so favourable to themselves, if their esertions for this
had only begun after they saw that there was no longer reason te hope
for cur friendship, much less for our assistance, Herat, and the territery
‘dependent upon it, wonld have more than doubled in extent, and tripled
in value, and infinitely inereazed in political weight their territorial poa.
sessions, {27) However these things may be, ws find from the instrue-

her, and deposed Lim becarse he would not comply with our wishes in endea-
vourin%to make frignds with her !

_ 24 Wo only became awaro of the existence of this very important document
by & refercnce io it iu 2 paper of subsequent date. It bore npon the pacific
view of the guestion apparantly, and was therotore suppressed.

26, Lieut. Leect’s dospateh, 12th Maroh, encloses Connt Simonich’s guaran-
tee.

25. Barnes's Iastractions to Lisutenant Leech. This very important despatch
was omitted by Sir J. Hobhouse on the publication of the Parliamentary
Papers. It was found amengat the posthemous papers of Sir A. Burnes:-
we quote from a eopy published in the Caledonizn Mercury of 224 October
1842,

27, Quarterly Review, June 183). The article reforred tois a roview of tha
matilated Parliamentary Papers. Itis believed to have been written by Sir
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tione of Captain Murues to Lieutenant Leech, as well az from his ather
letters, that by the beginning of December ¢ they had listened Lo advice—
declined sending ous of their sons to Persia as previously agreed to—dis-
missed the Persian Elchee, and began to loock with serious aoxiety for coun-
sel amd assistanse towards the British Government, and their brother Dost
Mahomed.”” The King of Persia, in referring to this, sent back infor-
mation that their assistance against Herat was no longer desired. (28)
Serious and not uanatural apprehensions were however satertsined by
them, that, in gase of the Shal succeeding at Herat, their proceedings on
this llead might so incense him as to furnish him with an exeuse {or ve-
suming his often threatened messures for an eastward marcl, with a
view to the subjection of the countries to which he never failed to
prefer claims so often as opportunity oeccurred : claims which, when put
forward, invariably filled our statesmen with alarm. In reply to a repre-
sentation from the Sirdace, apnarently to this effect, received on the 22d
December, (29) Captaio Buroesstated that, in the event of Persia attempt- ..
ing to subdue their ehiefship, he would proceed in person aloag with the
Ameer of Caboeol to aseist therm ; thal he would do every thing in his pewer
to aid thern—even to the extent of paying their troops. The sum proposed
to be advanced for this latier purpose was three lakhs of rupees—:. e,
£30,000. The chiefs decined the peeuniary portion of the offer, writing,
in return, that the origizal intent of their negociaiions had been to keep off
Persiz,~to ruin Kamran, and make themselves masters of Herzt. This
was vnderstood to mean that their apprebensions at this time were rore
from the aggressions of the latier than the furmer power, (30}  Itis diffcult
to reconcile this with the previous represcatations of the brothee Sir-
dars, This proposition appeared ealemlated to meet sl the exigencies of
the case, assaming ihat our designs were honest,~—that we wished to main-
tain the PDarukzye chiefs in the peosition in which we fonnd thew ; (81)

Joha MceNeil, and at any rate is embued with tho darkest tints of Russo.
phobia. The writer had only the minor half of Burnos’s papers to resott to.
He deals in the broadest assertions beyond tho records he protended to
review. The article is full of talont, and has had more influence in favour
of Lord Auvckland’s puliey than all the othor writings which have been
publisbed on the subject. Some admirable romarks will be found in the
Spectator newspaper of July 25, 1839, relating to this subject,

28. Instructions to Lieutenant Leech, ut supra.— Calsdoniun Mercury,

20. Neither the letter nor the reply appears amongst the prioted papers,
though beth must be in the hands of Governmeat. We know of the existenca
of the former, and quete the substance of the Iatter from Burnes's instractions
to Lieutcnant Leech. The sam offered was stated by Masson, in a MSS,
wote to the present writer, at three lakhs—£30,000.

30- Letter of Ca.ﬁtain Burnes to Dost Mahomed Khan, April 28, 1838, We
confuss we are unable to reconcile some of these very promineni contradie-
tions in the Parlismentary Papers,

31. Mr Secretary Macnaghten, in his loiter 20th January, just about to be
esnmined in the text, stated, that * it was our object alao to mark our wish for



44

bat 8o far from this being the view of the matter taken by Lord Auckland,
Burnes’s conduet was severely eensured, aad only not repadiated to prevent
exposure of the fact that he and his Government were at variance. A
differeat view of it was taken by the Secret Committee of the Coort of
Dircetors, and when the Governor-General intimated that her Majesty
liad been pleased to confer the honours of Licutenant—Colanel and Knight-
hood upon him, {December 1839) his Lordship was ohliged to confess that
this very policy which bad fucarrod his severest displeasure, had been judged
by the auihorities at hoteas the wisest that could have been adopted. We
learn lictle more than the above from the poblished papers of the intent of
Lieutenant Leech’'s mission, or the motive of his residence at Canidahar ;
and here, without regzard to order of time, we may bring the narrative of
the negociations in this quarter to an end. The treaty with the King of
Persia, by which Herat wzs to be wade over to Koliuo Dil Khan, seme tims
before coneluded, had been guaranteed by the Russian ambassader in Mareh,
and probably at this time only walted the sanction of the Cabinet of St
Fetersburgh. This was not caly not accordeld to ik, but Couat Simoenich
was recalled iminediately on itz bricg known that he had so far execeded
bis instructions as to give the authority of Rossia as a voucher for its
fulflment. OF all these things it is to be presumed our minister at Caboot
was fully aware, as we find by the printed papers, that Mr M*Neil, then
in the eamyp before Herat, had been made agquaisted with them by Mr
Leech before the 11th of April. Under thege circumstancés, and with no
further light beforo us on the subjeet than that which the Blue Book sup~
plics, wo aro unalde to explain how in the account given of the arrival on
the first week of April of Kohun Dl Kban at Caboo! fn quest of peconiary
or military aid against Persia, they happen net to be referred to- 'Fhere
was at this time no doubt entertained jn Western Afzhanistan that the fall
of Herat was af band ;(32) and apparently in anticipation of the speedy
ocenrrence of this event, the Sirdar waited on Captain Burnes, with a
view of obtaining a dicect promise of protection from Pearsia, should
she, in the event of succoeding in her present expedition, adrance with
hostile purpose to the westward. It is diffienlt to suppose, after what
we know tc have occurred, that the apprebension pretended could real-
ly have been experiemced, or if it had been so, that the supplies ap-

the roaintenanee in their seinal position of all the chiefs of Affghasistan, being
the most just course of proceeding fn itself, and as the existing division of
power amongst them was felt te be on the whole decidedly most beneficial to
British interests,”” By the middle of May Lord Anckland had come t0 concln-
sions exaetly the opposito of these !

32. Burnes's Despatch, 25th April—Blue Book. It iz curious that Me
M<Nil, writing at this same date from the camp before Herat, apprises Lord
Palmerston that there ia uo apprchension of its fall.
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plied for could have beem expected fo be received, Yet the enormous
amount of treasure which we had lavished in Persia caused it to be
believed throughout the wholo of Central Asia, that whenever we inw.
terposed our authority, or proffered friendly offices, money wonkl be
geat'ered in almost boundless profusion.  The expenses of the embassy
at the Court of Teheran, including subsidy, amousted to about £128,000
anunally betwixt 1809 and 1827, and betwixt this latter date and 1837 to
about £30,0600 a-year, or in all to aboat two and a half milliens(83)—a sem
Justly deemed enormous by us, till taught by the Docrannes alliance that a si-
milar one might annually be required to malatain a so-catled wise and popular
Suddezye sovereign on the throne of Cabosl. The able writer in the
Quarterly Review states, that ¢ the hope of playiog off Englaad against
Russia and Persia, ani these powers against Evgland, and the prospect of
advantage to themselves, which they believed to be opened te them by a
eompetition between states so powerfol and wealthy, for their attachment—
divented their communications of all sincerity, and enongh transpired to de—
stroy every fecling of eonfidance in their good faith. A comparison of dates
will shew that they were at the same time holdiog out to England un the
one sile, and to Persiz an | Russia on the other; profescions of the most
cordial attachment aand exclusive alliance.”” OF the last meationed fact
there is no sert of doubt—the first two assertions are pure assamptions,
Russia and Persia in agreeing to the sesion of [lerat, should it fall before
the armies of Malimond Shah, had guaranteed all that was desired of them
alveady, and more perhaps than ever had been hoped fur before, There was
therefore no reasen why Eugland shoold be playel off agaiast them. From
us, again, the aid they asked was purely couditional on iwe contingencies,
neither of which ever arrived—the fall of Ierat, and the hostile advancs of
Porsia, with a view to the conquest of the Affzhan states to the eastward.
Wo can only suppose this daager to have been appreheaded as the result of
1lse alitance the Sirdars had entered on with ns and the indiguation the
King of Persia might have been expected to have fuit at the slight put upon
him and liis offers of alliance, so soon as Captain Burnes promised them ilie
friendship of England ;3 or the alternative vengeance of Kamran Shah,
shoukl the siege prove unsuccessful. Captain Burses bed formerly been
severely snubbed for offering aid of any sort: be of course —now ocan
the eve of Lis departure from Cabool—had no cheice left bat to refuse
it. Ho probably began to suspeet, what proved to be the case, that the
Government of Indiadesired any thing rather than the conciliation of the

33. Pamphles of Sir Hartford Jones Brydges, late ambassador at the Court
of Persig ; Loz, Got. 1838, Lord Auckland considered the fall of Herat, aud
the consequent advance of Persia eastward, as the mast probable ovent s0 late
as the 12tk May. (See 8imla Mioute of that date.}
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Affighan chiefs. Had it been otherways, we conld readily bave afforded to
promise them all that they desired frown us, cunditional as this was on fwe
things never vealized. 1f Heratliad fallen, and Persia advaneed, we shoold,
if we had left her progress unopposed, have permitied her to take up s posi-
tion, through sheer lust of conguest, whieh would have enabled her to assume
a threatening attitnde towards us, the idea of which Lord A ockland pretended
to deplare.(84) The arrival and requisition of Kohun Dil Khan—an event
of sufficient imporlance to warrant the present amount of remarl, was, in all
Likelibood meant for no other end than te aseertsin, by a2 speecific nroposi-
tion, what at any rate were not the intentions of the Government of Iuadia ;
that some sort of conclnsion might from thig be drawn, as to what they pro-
bably were. On this last point Capt. Burnes was unable to form anything
like & conjectore; he was as muneh at & lossz as the Ameer or Sirdar, what
was meant to be the result of his mission, and long after kis depariure, when,
asit appears fromn the minate of the 12th of May, Lord Auckland's mind was
made up for semething very warlike, he writes to Mr Macnaghien, un-
der date 20th June, indicating how much he was at a loss to conjecture the ul-
timate intentlousof Government,—not more 81 than they themselves appear
at the time to have been. (35} Accounts being for the pressut clogsed at
Candahar, the condition of the state of affairs at Cabaol falls to e resumed,
baek as far as the arrival of Lieut. Vicovieh an the 20th December. Sub-
sequent events have brought wany things to lizht in reference to the charse-
ter and position of this adventurer, of which Mr M*'Nail and Capt. Burnes
were at the time necessarily ignorapt; yet it Joes seem most unasconnsable,
that, taking inte consideration the only objects wlieh eouid by pussibility be
contemplated by Jtussia, supposing her likely to pursue the same privciples
of action which had in all other quarters throughout guided her poliey duriag
the past and present reign, and the questionable shape in which Vicovich at
first and thronghout appoared,—such eonsequenge should have been attached
to his approaeh, and sach ill-supported inferences drawn fram Lis detention,
This man is reported by Captain Buraes a5 2 Cossack Lisatenant ; by Sir J.
C. Hobhouse as arenegade Pole. Ilis eredentials appear to have consisted of
a letter, professedly written by the Emperor hiself, not by any sceretary or
reinister——a cireurostance suffieient to have execited suspicion. (36) Ie was

34. Lord Auckland’s Minute, dated 12th May 1838.—We have copied his
Lordship’s abservazions abnost verbaiim. 1t was curions, that when so much
alarin wana expericnced lest Persia should advance, we refused te permit any
steps to be taken for driving or keeping her back.

35. See letter quoied in part, unfairly a3 nsual, by Sir J. C. Hobhouse in
his speech of 23d June. Itis given entire in the Boinbay Times of the 244k,
and Summary of the 27ih, August.

36. Masson’s Journeys, &e, In quoting Mr Masson on ihis subject, we arg
bourd to state, that whaiever he writes in reforence to Captam Burne:, bears
zm appearsuee in the lasd degree suspicious.
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sald to have been provided with money, which he premised liberally; but
thers is not the slightest reason to believa that ever it mads its appearance,
He bore with him 2 genuine letter, of a. general and perfectly inoffensive
character, from Count Simonicl, which appears amongst the Parliamentary
Papers, expressive of respect and promising presents ; but the presentsthem-
selves, like the peeuniary assisianee, appear never to have reached their
destination. (37) He spread reports in all direciions ¢ that he was sent to
intimate the arrival at Astrabad of a large Rdssian force destined to co-ope-
rate with the Shal’s army agaiost Herat.” (83) This we now koow to
have been a falzehood so monstirous, that the maz who eculd have had re-
course to it was wholly uatrustworthy. So wmuch opposed to this was the
fact, that every Russian soldier in the service of Persia was ordered, in the
coursa of the siege, to return to his own country to prevent the paossibility
of suspicion. He was admittad by Connt Nesselrode to have been sent by
toe Rnssian ambassador at Taberan as s commercial zgent, and it is now
demonstrated that even in this capacity bis rank must have been of the
humblest, Mr M‘Nagliten alludes to him as appearing io this character,
and Captain Burnes himself, io one despateh, deelares his disbelief that
he could Ly possibility be acting on the instructions of the imperial
eourt. He was ordered back by Genersl Dahamel, aod when he disap-
peared ttear Candahar, where ke i3 aupposed to have beea murdered, (39)
no notice of the event was taken by his Government. The mission of
Lieutenant Vigavicl, as aiready stated, was explained by the Russian
minister to have been in return to a messenzer froa Dost Malhomed. The
arrival of this man with his letter, says Charles Masson, * astonished the
Ameer, pastienlarly as ho was unconseious of having written a lettor to
Bussia. He did not at the time remember Hussein Ali [the messenger
sent to St Petersburgh, who was said to have fallen sick and been de-
layed at Moseow] and he required to be told that his was the son of Baji
Narwark, I3e then observed, I gave him no lettars, and Mirza Samee Khan
[the tainister] explained that he had written oue, and claimed for himself
muoh eredit for having procured the Ameer the honour of a reply from the
Emperor. (40) ‘hether the Aweer believed his Mirza or not I cannot
tell, It was known that Hussein Ali had accompanied Vicovich from
Bokhara to Orenburg. [is noa-appearance with the Cossack officer was
eonsidered badly aecounted for by the pretence stated that he was sick at

87. Masson, in a BIS. voto in the Quarterly, siates shat they never werc re-
ceived.

58. br MNeil to Lord Palmerston.—Parliamentary Papers. The circula-
tion of the report is deponed to by Magson, M8, note.

39. Magsen's Travels. 8ir J. C. Hobhouse’s speech.

40. Masson's Travels, vol. iii. p. 464
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Moscow, and the general opinion was that Vieovieh lLiad murdered him:
and this I state not wishing to belie Vicovieh, but to shew the Jitils respect
in whichk his mission was held.”” * The receptinn of Vicovich was nat such az
ke hzd reason to boast of, and in the hotse of Mirza Samee Khan he resided,
in fact, under surveillance

This agent remained some sever or eight months at Cabool. We can—
not discover in any paper, publie or private, a single overt act of intrigue
Yaid to his charge. With all the means and appliances possessed by
the various missions at Cabool, Canduhar, Herat, aad Teheran, which seam to
have hees resorted fo so uusparingly, and with such success, that scarcely any
commusication of note escaped them, not one letter, either 1o or from Vieo-
vich, from any party whatever, has ever been produced or veferred to.  His
vocation seems to have beer limited to *¢ a sysiem of enormous lying”~to
the exbibition of his Cossack uniform, and certain mysterious closetings
with the Chiefs, with a view, probably, on their part, to discover whethet
the man, to whose appearance we attached such mighty consequence, had
really becn intrusted with any comrmission 2t all frem his Gevernment, or had
any fuoction whatever, above those alrealy deseribed, assigned to him, with
the wisk on his side of appeuring a greater man than i}l now he had dreamt of
becoming. Political gnacks of this sort bave been found to emanato from other
countries than Rasgsia without being similarly suecessful in atteacting atten~
tion, Yet, if Couut Nesselrode, with hall his Cabinet, hiad been at Cabool,
with a Russian areny half-way oo its maveh to Delhi, greater consequence
could hardly have been attachel to thewmn than that with which we fiad this
miserabie adventurer treated in the official papers of Lord Auckland and
Lord Palmerston, and in half the ether despatchesl  Abont the 20th of
January, Captain Burnes received letters of dates 23th November and 24
Dec., from Mr M‘Naghten, giving him, for the first time, apparently some
definite ingtructions on oue or two peints as to how he way to proceed and
what to reguire, for up to this period he seems on both questions to bave been
left to follow his own discretion. From this it appeared, that though Run-
jeet Singh was assorted to be unlikely to consent to the restoration of Pesha-
wur to Dost Mahomed, he might probably be induced to make itover to its
former ruler,—Sooktan Mahomed Khan, the Ameec’s brothier. It is singu-
lar, that up to the time of the pablication of the Simla Proclamation, the
Governor-General had never taken the very simple and obvious step of
directly ascertaining from the Maharajah himsalf whether or not he would
cede Peshawur without objection. Captain Bornes and Mr Massor, the
only two authorities reforred to on these matters, had both assured Go-
veroment, as has already been stated, that the Seikhs would at this
time liave been most thankful to have got sid of it: and wanted bat
the pretext of car inlerposition with them to save their bonour, to make it
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over to any one we were Jisposed to bave named. (41) It appears to have
occagioned much mortification in the Simla cabinet, that the Affzhan chiefs,
onc and all, kad eomo so veadily into our views, as to leave scarcely a
single point on which to disagree with them. It Tooks as if serion: appre-
hensions Liad been entertaived that Runjeet Singh, if applied to, might
have mznifestad so moch of the same complying apirit, as to have left no
room for a guacrel, the only thing which from the commencexment appeared
1o have been determined on ; and relieved us eren from the impertinence
of intruding the offer of our friendly offices on those who desired them
nof, und =tood in no neel of them. Secoltan Mahomed Khan, it will be
rocollected, was stripped of all authority when Dost Mahomed obtained
power at Cahool, but had the half of Peshawur assigned to him in compen.
sation for his loss. Ile had from this time forward been constantly en~
gaged in plots against his brother: it was in the gourseof one of these while
intriguing with the Seikhs, that Hurry Singh seized on his territories, ag
well as those of the Ameer on the Attock in 1834, At this very time the
Ameer had just been made acquaiated with an intrigue againet him that
had originated at Peshawur ; Soolltan Mahomed Khen having geat an
agent to the Shah Soojah at Loodianah with a view of obtaining his restor.
atton. The position in which wmatters at this time stood will be mast readily
uaderstood by the republication of cme of the mutilated despatches of
Captain Burnes, extructs from which are to be found in the Blue Book.
The portions marked with zingle inverted commas were suppressed by the
Board of Controlon its original appearancs, and have been exiracted from
his pesthumous papers :—
Capt. 4. Burnes to W. H, Macagghilen, Fsq-
{ Vide Blue Book, No. V. p.22.)
8ir, Cabool, 26tk January, 1838

¢I have now the henor to acknowledge the reeeipt of your leiters of the

¢25th Nov. and 2ad of December last, which reached me about the same time,

41, % Dost Mahomed Khan, chiefly in consequence of hiv reliance on
Persian encouragewent and aasistance, persisted, as respected his misunder-
standiogs with the Seilchs, in urging the most unreasonable pretensioas, such
as the Governor-General could not, consistently with justice and his regnrd
for the frieudship of the Maharajah Runjeet Singh, be the channel of submit-
ting to the comsideration of hiz highness.”’.—Simla Proclamation. It was
surely a pity that they shonid not at pmy rate have been submitted, when
Lord Auckland had such strong assurances that had they been so, they would
hava been favourably considered. The passage about assistance from Persiy
contrasts curlous!y with the paragraph in the Simia minute of 12th May slready
reforred to, whero such serious apprehensions are expected by his Lordship,
that, Persia might, in sheer lust of conquesiy occupy Affzhanistan altegether.
Was it Persian allianee or Persiaz invasion that was apprehended ? They
seem to have boen put forward alternately just as suited.” Sic J. C. Hobhouse
foared the latier when he last expressed himself on the subject.

I
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*and conveyed the views of the Right Hon. the Governor General’ regarding the
overtures made by Dost AMahomed Khan, for adjusting his differences with the
Sikhs, and the apprehonsion that the Maharajah would not be disposed to sur-
render Peshawur on these terms, but be more likely to restore it to Socltan
Mahomed Ehaz, its former governor. I lost no time in maxing known these
eircomstanaes, ‘as well as the sentiments of his Lordship on them, and the
policy which it would be advisable for the Ruler of Caboal to pursuc.

2. After listening with considerable attention 10 what Iimpressed upon bim,
the Ameer proceeded to malke his own comments on what was recommended.
He said that ke felt satisfied that the British Goverament was actuated by the
mwost pure and upright motives in making knows ils sympathy with the suffer-
ings of the Affghan nation, and that, in seeking to apply some remedy to them,
it only followed tho genercus course for which it was celebrated throughout
Asiaz; that thore were, howover, obstacles and objections to what had been
recommended, ¢ which the Government of India might not krow’ whick it
behoved bim to unfold, ¢ forits deliberation,' before any adjustment of differ-
ences on such terms wag earried into effect.

8. #In offering to render tribute, horses, and apology, to Runject Sing, and
to hold Peshawur under kim,” continued he, “ 1 was actuated by no motive of
hostility to Sooltan Mahomed Khan: heismy brother, and though we have
diffored, the rancour is on his zide; aznd not on minc, 1 stated that I would
gocurc to him and his brothers thejagheers they enjoy ; and this, with what
would have o be paid, would no have rendered it a very profitable appondage
tomy power; for these were precautionary measures o securs mysclf in
Cabeol, and pfevent injury befalling me. Of Runjeet Sing’s power to invade
me in Cabool, Lhiave little fear; of his power toinjure me, if he reinstates
Sooltan Mahomed Khan in the gorernment of that city, I have great apprehen.
gion, for ju it Isee 4 Mahomedan ruler instead of a Sikh; and bad the Maha.
rajah been more conversant with the polities of Affghanistan, and bent on my
destruction, he might ere this haye sugceeded, had he not displaced Eooltan
Mahomod Khan from Peshawur, and suppiied him with funds to corrupt those
about me, who are inimical, and envy the risc to my present elevation,

4. © Afthe present time, many of the chiefs who belozged to Poshawur -
and their retainers, are subsisted by me. They flod from their couniry oo
its invasion by the enemies of our yeligion, and on my brother becoming a ser-
vant to them, Iieannot be supposed that wiih my limited rovenues I can ei-
thex givo to these persons what they arc centitled to, or what thoy received in
their own couniry; butat this moment [ expead about 96,003 Rupees znnu-
ally in giving them bread. When Peshawur is vestored, these individuals will
of course leave mo, and along with them will proceed every one who may
take offencs at his merits not being apprecinted as he considers they deserve ;
and thus, instead of being froed from enemies, I shall be lowered among my
counirymen far below my prosent situation ; and, far from being free from
denger, as at present, have that situation most certainly endavgered. 1 think,
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therefore, that I see in the contemplated ovlans for alfering the arrangement
for governiag Peshawur, s rectification of the errors of the Ruler of Lahors ;
and that his desipns aro sinisber, and bis object to draw the British Govern-
mens; woawares into them.

5. * Inthe friendly sxpression of the feeling entertained towards the Aff-
ghais by the British Governmesnt, Ises clearly, that it would nat permis itself
to be made aparty to my desitruction, If you are not disposed to strengthen
1wy hands, and raiss me above the rank which I at present enjoy, it cannot ba
your intestion, with offers of sympathy, to bring about my ruin. On that poiné
Tam af ease; but in separating us 21l one from another ; in seeking {0 keep the
chicfs from being dependent on ono another ; you are certainly neutralizing
the power of tha Affghan nation, and sowing the seeds of future dissension,
Your objeet is to prevent harm ;you will prevent good. Fon witl secure 1o
Fourselves the gratitude of Peshawur, of the Eusufzyos, the Khutaeks, acd the
tribes near the Indus ; but as for myselfy you open a mew door of inlrigue
against me ; and as you see injury likely to accrue from the Chief of Canda-
har entering on an alliznce with Persia, I sce injury to myself in Socltan Ma-
homed Khan, when restored to his chiefship of Peshawur, being in alliznce
with Lahore : and, above all, what security am I to have that the chiefs of
Peshawur and Candabar will not join to injure me, and be aided in their do.
#ighs by Maharajah Runjeet Sing ¥

6. 'T'o these arguments I cpposed tho views of the British Government, and
gaid that it would illtally with is wishes to find new causes of quarrel axise
consequent on an adjustment of the differences between the Sikhs and Aff-
ghaps ; that a& the Ameer had renownced his conmexion with Persin, wo bad
in return hoped {0 do him a good office by enteringinto a negociation with
Runjeet Sing on the differences existing beiween them, but that if he was
thoroughly sincerc in his belief that the resioration of Peshawur to Soclian
Mahomed XKhan was positively injurious to him, it was proper to state rost
deéidedly that we bad no such desige, ¢ and would be a party to no meagures
¢ ofsucha tendency. I then peinted out the variouy advantages which must
< arise from the Sikhs withdrawing {hemselves to the other side of the In-
¢ Jus, aud Idwels upon the increase of reputation which must follow to him-.
¢ geif on his having coniributed, by his detcrmined opposition, to the release
f of his brothers, their wives and their children, from the hands of the 8ikba,
' {5 have onoe meore in the possession of the family the burying placs of its
¢ ancestozs, and to hear again in a country inhabited by Mabomedans the
¢+ Bummons to prayer (sezan,} sand secure the permission to follow tho usages
s plalam, aud their Mozques from defilement and spoliation.*

¢ 7. Giving every weight to what had been urged, I proceeded to Iay be-
"t fore him (the Ameer), the positive advaniages derivable from an altered
* stats of thines in Peshawur.—* The mumber of troops entertained by you
¢ will becomo ubnecessarys your inereased exactions from the merchant and
¢ the ewliivator will cease, hecanse war with the Sikhs will no longer engaire
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* your attention, deerease of cxpence will be tanlamount to jneresse of ves
% venue, your resources will be improved, your power concenwrated and
¢ strengthened, and as o the charge brought forward of ogr raising np many
® Chiefs in Affghanistan, he was to recollect that those Chiefs were his bro-
¢ thery, that Candahar, Cabool, and Peshawur, would thus bein possassion
¢ of one family, the sons of ooe father, whe hada common interest against
* the enemies of their hopse, and whose family diffsrences whatever they
¢ were, might be made fo disappear whon they ceased to be threatensd by a
¢ powerful Ruler like Maharajah Runjeet 8ing 3 that as to the neutralization
¢ of the Affghan nation which he complained of, it was cortainly no part of
¢ the policy of the British Government to injure ary of the present holders
* of power in this country more than himself, and that we looked to the ge
¢ meral good of all parties; that the Ameer no doubt understood hetter
¢ than we did what injured, and what availed him; but it appeared tome
¢ that he had too exagperated a view of Runjeet Sing’s designs, and that it
« syould certainly be taken into 1the Governor General's consideration, if this
+ pubject proceeded further, how far he should reccive security against the
¢ plans of Lahore to be compassed by meacs of his brothers in Peshawer,
s aud also the mature of the counteraetion which would be used to prevent
¢ his brothers at Peshawur and Candshar eombining to do him injury.

8. 'To this Dost BMahomed Ehan replied, that there wore no doubt many
sdvantages in prospect, and that the arguments adduced had both foundation
and solidity, but that the advantages were chiefly on the side of others ; that
he had hitherto been able to stand on the defensive against Runjeet Sing, and
ta do it with soms effect ; that that Beler’s withdrawal was more injurious to
hirs on the terms propesed, than hiz continvance at Peshawur ; that he him-
golf now raceived a degree of respect which he could ihen no longer command,
and that it was better to lcave things as they were, in the hopes of some fu-
ture charge, than fo shackle himself by being a party fo an arrangement, which
3i@ him little good, and seemed fraught with danger ; and in return for which,
things might be expected of him which he eould not perform, Peshawur,
a23d he, has been conquered by the Sikhs ; it belongs to them ; they may give
it to whomsover they please ; if to Sooltan Mahomed Khan, they place itin the
hands of one who is bent on injuring me, and I cannot therefore acknowledge
any degree ofgratitude for your interference, or fake upon myself to render
servicesinreturn, ¢ I admit that it will be highly beneficial in many ways fo
¢ gee tho Sikhs once more Eastward of the Indus, but I still can dispense with
' pone of my troops, or relax in my precautionary measures, as equal if nog
¢ prenter anxieties will attach to me .. I have unboromed mysclf to you, and
¢ laid bare, without amy supprossion, my difficulties. I shall bearin libely
+ remombrance the intended good offices of the British Government, and I
« shall deplore that my interest did not permit me to aceept that which was
¢ rendered in 2 spiritso friendly, but which to me andmy advisers has enly
¢ zeemod hastening my ruin. To Runjeet Bing your interferznce isbenefieinl,
* a3 ho finds himself involved in seyious difficnlties by the possession of Pesha-
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! war, and he is too glad of your good offices to edeape from a place which is a
¢ burthen fo his finances, but by that escape a debi of graiitude is exactible
* from him, and not from me : and if your Government will look into this mat-
¢ ter, they will seon discover my opinions to be far from groundless, and mwy
¢ conclusions the only safe poliey I can pursue.?

9. The Nawab Jubbar Khan followed his brother, and said, it was nndoubt-
edly irue that the Ameer had not mistaken the evily which might ensuo to him.
self from the entire restoration of Peshawur to Socoltan Makomed Khan, but
that the Affghan nation could not aford to lose the sympathy which had
been exhibited by the British Government; and an arrangement might be
made on the basis of a treaty which Runjeet Sing had once entered into with
the Ameer and his deceased brother Yar Mahomed Khan, which was to divide
Peshawur betwoen them and receive equally at their hands a fized tribute,
Sach an arrangement might now be made, and the Ameer would be free from
fear of injury, and Runjeet Sing receive from him scd Secoltan Mahomed
Khan conjoinily, the amount on whichhe was disposed to sorrender it. The
Ameer added, that such an arrangement would remove his fears :and he
should wish no other person placed there but the Nawab himself, and one or
two of his ownagents ender him. ¢ These observations coming from the Nawab
* Jubbar Khan are the more remarkable,sinsce he i8 devotod to his brother
¢ Sooltan Mahomed Kkan, and wounld rejoice to see bim restored to Peshawur
¢ «They consequently carried with me 5 conviction that the Ameer’s fears are
¢ not groundless, and that they will deserve all due consideration before Go-
* vernment cniers upon any measares for attaching this Chief to iis in-
¢ terests.’

10. To ‘the proposition of the Nawab, and tho observations of the Ameer
which followed ppon it, I made no farther remark thau that the plan would
also be $aken into eonsideration ;3 but Dbeforo proceeding further, it was in-
cumbent on mo to ask one ocategorical question : ¢ I had siated that the
+ British Government considered itsell eonferring an everlasting favor on the
¢ Affzhan nation by prevailing on the 8ikhs to withdraw from this sido of the
¢ Indus ; that I who bad seen this couniry, considered this act as one of the
+ greatost blessings which could happen to this people. I had however heard
¢ from Lhe Amecer, that he did not appreciate this serviee as we did, and
¢ was I’ then ¢ to consider that he would rather bavo the Sikhs in Peshawur.
+ with all their exercise of prejudice and all the disgrace that it entailed’, in
preference fo Sooltan Mahomed Khan's baing restored to bis government in
that ecity ? .

11. ‘The Amoer replied, that this wag ecrtainly placing the roatter in an ex.
treme light, and that he found a difficulty in amswering the guestion: ¢ Ha
¢ admitted fully the advantages of getting rid of the Bikhs, and was far from
¢ deprecizting the good offices of removing them if it could be done, but’ he
wonld candidly ask in relurn, if the mode of accomplishing an actgenerally
beneficisl were proved to ba detrimental to himself, who had the most gub-
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stantial share of power in the AMghan dominions at this time, it could be said
to be applying aremedy to the difficulties under which the Affzhans Iaboured ;
and it in return for it, the British Government could reckom om thosgo acts
which all powers naturally look to in rolurn for benefits conferred. * [ ask
younet to aid me in achieving a supremaey throughout this ecountry ; but I do
ask to be allowed tostand in the position in which you have found me: if 1am
to be protected from intrigues in Peshawur, I will then consider myself benos
fitted, bui without such s plan as that which the Nawab has stated, or some
such other, that places a Barukzye there, which the Governor-Genoral must
devise, I foresee evils which cannot have entered lnte the minds of those who
wre my well-wishers.

%12, *Asaninstance in point, at this moment I have been made acguaint.
¢ ed with an intrigae that has originated in Peshawur, and as I believe with
¢ Runjeet Sing, which will convey to your Governmeni juster notions than any
¢ pxpressions of general apprehension, Seoltan Mahomed Khan has just sent
¢ an agent to the ex King at Loedianah to offer his services to combine against
4 me, and to secure my brothers at Candahar in support of thig coalition ; what
f secarity am I to receive against a recurrence of sach praciices? As for the
*ex-King himself I foar him not, he has been too often worsted io make head
¢ here unless he hasaid from the British Government, which I am now pretty
¢ zertain he will never receive. If my brother at Peshawur however, under 3
¢ promise of being made his minister, and assisted with Sikh Agents and mo-.
¢ ney, appears in the field, I may find that in expressing my sabisfaction at his
4 restoration to Peshawur I have been placing a snaks inmy bosom-—-and ! may
% then, when too late, Izment that I did not leb the Silths do their worst instead
+ of replacing them by another description of encmies.?

13. I have thusplaced befora the Right Houerable the Governor-General
the opinions and views entertained by the Buler of Cabool, and the rature of
the arguments which I have cpposed to them. *It has appeared to mo that
* they call for much detiberation. 15 willbe seen that the Chicf is not beat on
* possessing Peshawur, or ca gratifyiog an enmity towards his brothers, but
+ gimply purssing the worldly maxim of securing himself from injury; the ar-
¢ guments which le has addoced seem deserving of every consideration, and the -
¢ more 80, when an avowed partizan of Soeltan Mahomed Khan does not deny
! the justice of the Ameer's objections. It will be for His Lordsbip to judge
t how farr the British Government will agree te an isterference through its
t Agentihat will prevent the Chief of Peshawor from eaballing against his
# brother in Cabool, and if this could not be brought about by the plan suzgest-
1 od of placing the Nawab Jubbar Khan there on the part of the Ameer, and on
# {hie terms proposed. It would give Runjeet Sing tribute frow both the Ameer
¢ and, Sooltan Mahomad Khan, and thus gratify him, while the known good feel-
¢ ing of the Nawab towards the Brilish Goverament would give confidence {o
¥ Runject Sing in the arvangenment, and ssoure to the British a great reputation
*ia these conntries. Inm the event of this arrangement being also rejected, it
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* does certainly appear to me thal we are bound in some way to protect the
¢ Amecr from the cabals of Peshawar and Candahar, withent which this coun-
' try will become a scene of strife, injurinua alike to our commsree and our po-
¢ liey, Those Chiefs will acknewledge the Ruler of Cabool as the head of the
* family, and respect him necordingly, but they do not admit being dependent
! or him, nor is it desirable to make thew so. If we stand aloof and do net en-
! courage Runjeet Sing to reccde, the Ameer of Cabool will hold Lis preseut
1 ground, sinco heis the most powerful of his family.—If we interfere, wo en-
¢ danger his supremacy such as it is, and consequently it seems incumbent on us
* to prevent such interference being detrimental.’

¢ 14, Dnder such civeumstanees it might bo urged that all interference had
better be avoided, but this, as it appears to me, would be, under the cxisting
state f affairs, a very doubtful line of policy, unless itis intended to put
forth the ex-King at Loodiana, secure through bim a footing in these coun_
tries, and sweep the present rulers from their authority, which s happily
never been contemplated. Besides the very questionable nature of such a
procceding, it would noi gain the objects of Goveroment, for wo shounld
then bo unable to balance one Chief-ship agaiast zuothery and thoungh we
might be sure of him whom we advance to the threne of his fathers, we may
expericnee in his suecessor all the evils of a powerfsl Mahomedan neigh-
bour. With the Barukzye family in the three Eastern divisions of Affsha-
pistan, we have to deal as it were with but ooe house, and we have thoe cer-
tainty of their good will and services for these good offices, which will keep
them stable, as they ave, and prevent them injuring each other.—In time,
when one Chief found he could not destroy another, the family Gifferences
will be aliaycd, and we shall thus forco info onc mass materials which ave
¢ less incoherent than they appear, and have all that is wished on this impor.
tant frontier of our Indian Empire.”

w W oA M s W oA oa mom
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¢ 18, 1 havo not hositated, while reporting on a -question of this
magnitude, to give expression to sentimenis which have been adopted
after muoch refiection on the scene of these disivactions, Since arriv.
ing here I have seen aun Agent of Porsia with alluring promises,
after peneirating as far as Candahar, compelled to quit the country,
beeause no ons was sent to invite him to Cabool, Following him, an Agent

of Ruasia with letters highly complimentary, and promises more than sub-

gtantizl, has cxperienced no more eivility than iz due by the laws of hospita-

fity and nations—It may be urged by some, that the offers of one or both
were fallacious, but such a dictut is certainly premature ; the Ameer of

Cabool has sought no aid in his arguments from such offers, but declared
that his interests are bound up in an allianee with the British Goverament,
which he never will desert as loag as there is 8 hope of securing one, It iz
evident therefore that in this chief we have ope whe is ready to meet us, and
* from what is passing ia Centrsl Asia at this moment it is ooy tbing but
¢ desirable to exhibit indifference fo the solicitations of one whose posi-
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¢ tion makes him courled, and whom aid, may reuder pewerful for or agatnst

us.?

* 16.  As thisletfer contains matter which may materially affect an adjust-
- ment of the differences between the Sikhs and Affghans, I have sent a eopy
¢ of itspecially to Captain Wade.—Iaw not in possession of his letter to yoa
¢ handing up the first overtures of the Ameer of Cabool, and I eannot in con-
¥ sequence give my sentiments thereom, whick will be received as an apology
¢ for my not haviog touched upon them in thiz letter.—Captain Wade and
¢ miyselt have, Iam sure; but one object, which is to gain the ends 0f Govern-
¢ ment by using our most streouous endeavours respectively as Lahoro and
¢ Cabool, but I must respecttully entreat that Dost Makomed Khan’s views be
+ subjected to strict serutiny before they are proncunced to be a mere * gra-
¢ tification of his personal resentments.”’— Did I think so, I wonld nof trans.
¢ mit this letter, but this Chief is perfectly aware of the policy we have mark-
¢ ed out for ourselves in this country, and his conduct has been already in some
¢ degree put to the test by Persia and Russia,—With regard to the latter, the
¢ importance of it has now become manifest by the arrival of an express from
¢ the Bombay Government, conveying tome the despatches of our Ambassador
¢ in Persia, which prove nll previons conjectures to beweil founded, and that
¢ Mr. Vickoviteh is, whathe has given himself out, an Agent from the Empe-
¢ ror of Russia.—Tho neeessity for 5 good understanding with this Chief has
¢ thus become more than apparent, asthe dangers from such an allianco are no
+ Jonger imaginary, but faicly developed.’

¢ 17. 1have just received g letteras Ifinish this, from the Amecor to the
s Governor General, which I enclose with its translation.”

T bave, &oc,

; ArzxzAvpER BuBnes.

Nothing, certainly, could be more conclusive or convincing than the rea-
soning of the Ameer: the aceuracy of his facts we never disputed. But
this was a wild specimen of the requirements of the Government of Tndia;
A letter from Mr Macnaghten, dated 20th January, was received by
Capt, Burnes on the 22d of Feb., containing anuther from Lord Auckland
himself. Thelatter of these was smooth in expression, but imperious in de-
mand ; the furmer wasin the last degree inselent in both—ench only as we
were entitled to prefer to a ruler, who, having placed himself abselutaly in
oar haods, was still urging the most unreasonable and absurd requests- The
jmmediate object of this was te intimate Lord Auckland’s extreme dis-
approbation of the assistance proposed to have been given by Buroes to
Candaliar, in the event of an attack from the westward, The prineiples
laid down on which Dost Mahomed was for the (nfure to be treated with
were,—-first, the Dost being now essentially dependent upon our good
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offices for the removal of his apprebensione from Seikh powar, (42} kis
compliancein having thrown himsell on our friendship, and cast aside the
alliance of other states, was to be taken advantage of ; and now that he
had left himself withont an zlly save ourselves, we wers to abuse, insunlt, and
plunder him as the reward of his esleemn and regard for us ! Burnes wes once
more (43) iustrueted to tell him * that, in the precarious position in which
he was placed, our good offices for the pesce and recurity of his remaining
{evritory should be thankfally accepted by him.” This was the language the
British envoy was Lo employ towarde the most vigorous minded and enlighten.
ed ruler in Central Asia:—arnler who, from the time our intercourse began
with him, had, according to our own aceount of the matter, lreated all the
Europeans who ever visited him with tue atmost kindness and consideration =
who having lot one of the most valnable portions of his territory while
engaged in do'esdivg himself against a wretched and uwapopular imbe-
cile, to whom we gave barbourage and assistance, had for four years striven
withont intermirsion to regain i1—who had in the majority of cases been
successful, and iz no case, even when compelled to retire, guitting the
field under soch circumstanees of disaster, as that he did not, within
threa months of any given retreat, return undismayed inio the field,
—and who, wheo we offciously interposed our unealled for * good offices,”’
had given the e¢pemy s0 severe a hanaling, that had we kept away
they were ready of themselves to have come in to his termsl (44) That
Dest Diahomed eculd have endursd a proposition se insulting, evinees
an anxiety to aveid offerice almost withont & parallel in the aonals
of royal forbearanes, Well mizht his brother reply—* that governrest
mst be ignorant of the true state of affairs in the country ; that so fac from
the profferedi protection from Ruujeet Singh being of the pature stated, the
Maharajah had never sought to attack Cabool, and that hitherto all the
aggression had been on the part of the Ameor, and not the raler of Lahore »

— gt his attacks they were ander tittle apprehension.”(45) But we mnst
“®

42, Letter of Mr Macnaghleny Sth paraxraph. This paper does not appear
in the Mlege Bo-k. There certainly was good reason why it should have
been suppressed as a manifestation ot the commencement of the most unjust
and mgorous system of policy on reeord. 'Tue comparatively wmild letter
of L.rd Augklaod to the Ameer of the same date and superseription, i3 given
at length in the Blue Book, so as to throw the odinm of the impending mis-
undersiandings on Dost Malomed! The bullying aud overbearing note of
the Secretary told too much,

43. The sawe instructions appear te have been given in a letter of 27th
December, not publisted.

44, See extract from Burnes's Cabool, under head Peshawnr, note 7; also
extract from Captain Wade's letter 1o Mr Masson, under the preseat head.

45. This it will be observed, is one ot Harnes's longese despatches ;—thero
are just 22 lines of it given iz the Blue Book, and these are garbled ; 250 lines
are suppressed without intimation!
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give the suppressed despateh entire, illustrating as it does the clear and
vigorous intellect of the good Nawab, and how ill able the sophizms of the
Indian Government-—which Captain Burnes was directed to employ, to
bolster up a dishonest eourse—could stand against the arguments of the
untutored Affghan, with right npon his side :—

Captain Burnes to W. H. Macnaghten, Esq.
{ Vide Blue Book, No. V. p., 28.)
Cabool, March b, 1838.

Sir,~On the 234 ultimo, ¥ had the bonor to repert to vou ihe resalt of my
intercourse with the Ameer of Cabool, on the subject of the extpot to which he
was to reckon on the good offices of the British Government, in &n adjustment of
his differences with the Siklis, and the returas which would be expected fram him
in canseguence.

2. From varicns quarters Thave meanwhile heard; that the Ruler of Cabool is
but ifl dispesed t¢ meet Government in its wishes; and the advice given o him
by one of the fratindividuals whose conrngel he sought, ¢ viz, Mahomed Khan Byar’
was that he shouid take the British Goverament at their words and dismiss their
agent, since there was nuthing now ie be expected fram his presence in Cabool.
From the receipt of the G overoor Gencral’s Jetter to the present timey nightly
meetings have been beld at the Bala Hissar, and the Ameer has, on more ihan
ene oceagion, given vent'to very sfrosyg expressions, both as to his future proceed-
inge, and the disappointment ai the slight degree of appreciation entertained by
Government regarding bim,

* 8. On the mornieg of the 2nd iostant, I bad a visit from the Nawab Jubbar
¢ Khan, who arrived at Cabool on the preceding day from his estate, having aet
¥ oot nmediately he beaed of the deelsion of the Bridsh Gowernment, He had
¢ previously resd His Lovdship’s letier to the Awmeer, and he had just gome from
¢ yiziting his brother,—T need not detaln Government with  repetition of what 1
¢ stated to the Nawab, eince I made hira fully acquainted with the views of Go-
¢ veranment, and the only terms which it seemed just in regard to Maharaja Run.
¢ jeet 8ing, that we could tender cur good effices, whish econsisted in an endes.
¢ vour ta use vur influence at Liohore to puta stop 1o future aggression onthe part
¢ of the Kuler there on the Affghan dominions, and thus releasing them from wbe
¢ wreath of a powerful sovereign whom they had offended, against the danger of
f whom their applications in every quarter for succonr alforded manifest proof of
€ their fear and danger.——I further told the Naweb of the views of Government
* regarding Peshawur, of its restoration being ia the bands of Runjeet Sing, but
% mogt certainly it would ot be given to the Ameer,’

¢ 4. The Nawabreplied, that the Goverament must be ignorant of the true state
¢ of affaive in Lhis country, shat i was well known he was an avewed and open
¢ partizan of the Dritish, and thet he might therefore give his opinione with a
¢ frankness that was not liable to be mistaken; that the good offices of the Go-
¢ yernment to remove the Sikhs and their future attacks, acd lo make some set.
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¢ tlement in Pashawar were proofs of sympathy, but his Lardship might not have
¢ reftected that co far from the proffered protection from Runjest Sing beiag of
' the vilue stated, that the Naharzja had never sought to actack Caboal, anid
¢_that hitherto all the aggression had been on the part of the Ameer and not the
* Ruler of Lishore..That it appeared we valued our offers at a very high ratey
f zince we expected in return that the Affghans would desist firom all fntercourse
¢ with Persiay Russia, Toorkistany %o, &o. ke, Were the Affshaas to make all
¢ these powers hastile, and 10 receive no protection against the esmity raised for
¢ their adhering to the British? Ag for Peshawur being withheld from the Ameer,
¢ it might be got over; and he believed he Qid not over-rate his influence with
¢ Soolten Malormed Khan when he sisted that he might bring gbout a reconcilia—
¥ tion between him and the Ameer ; bnmt he must say that the value of the Af-
¢ ghans had indeed been depreciated, and that he did not wonder at the Ameer’s
4 disappointmeas.”

¢ 5, I replied to the Nawab that 1 really did not comprehend the motives
* which swayed lshm or his brother.—I had before found that it was not Candabar
¢ which he wished to subdues and that the difficulties about Peshawur were nat
¢ iasurmountable, and that ia consequence it could not bethat Chiefabip which the
¢ Ameer sought o coaguer.—3¥What then were his wishes or expectations? Digni.
¢ ty and respect {izzut wa ikram,) was the reply, and to be Jocked upon in the light
¢ of being ableto do something for the British Government, and for such service to
¢ receive its real friendslip aod nota proffer of itz symipathy, which did not jasure
¢ protection from the West, and which dweit upon the good doneon the Easteram
¢ frontier by withdrawing Runjeet Sing, of whose attacks they were under little
¢ apprehensiun.—~The whole of the Affshan country, continued he, is now at  your
< back, and ne future opportunity may prove so favorable to gain aay ends which
¢ you may have to establish your influeace in Cabool, and if you: lose this o pporiani-
1ty you will bave yourselves to blame—Befors Jeaving, the Nawab asked me to
¢ tell him confidentially if the veal object of the Governor General’s letters was to
¢ withdraw from the Affghans, or to make friendship with them, for ha hoped be
¢ would be told his exact meaning shat he might use his influence to bring about
¢ a good understanding, or at ooce ¢o save bimself fram disgrace, refraia from in.
t ierfeving. ILgave him an assurance that we did most sincerely sympathize with
¢ his krother a.;ld all the Affighans, aad that the use of Lis influence woald be much
¢ appreciated, but that after the explicit letter of the Governor Generzl, and the
¢ jastructions which Ibad received, I would deceive him if he founded hopes of
¢ any thing farther being done for the Affighans than what had beesn stated. —He
¢ took Lis leave, telling ne that he boped for the best, but that he too was disap-
¢ pointed. He made alsa the singular declaration, that if you wish the good of this
4 gountry, you mnss either put astde by force the Ameer, or find some means of
¢ obliging bim.?

¢ 8§, On the 3d jnstant I hada visit from Mirza SBamee Khany the priseips)
¢ Becretary, whe made me acquainted, of courae by desire of the Ameer, with what
¢+ had passed since I last saw him ; he stated that the Ameer was more depressed
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¢ at what bad cceurred than hie had ever been, that he had often written to the
¢ British Government about his affaies, and in  return  shey replied to him about
¢ their own, and spoke of commerce : that the enswer which he hod howsver re-
¢ ceived from Lord Avckland on his essuming the Goverament, differed from ali
* others, and had been most aceeptable : that it now appeared ift the Aweer tock
¢ any means which he thonght advisable to resist Ronjeet Sing, [t will be consider-
¢ ed adirect bresch af friendship, so that by ceeking the good offices of the British
* ke had breught upon himself their enmity instead of their indifference, And for
¢ what did the Government claim the gratitude ofthe Ameer and from absiaining
¢ from all communication with powers to the Weat ? that it would we its good
* offices with Runjeet Sing to prevent futwre aggression, and that the Amver
¢ should be satisfied with this and his remasining territorizs. The Government
¢ could mot as it appesred to the Ameer have koown the true state of things when
¢ Runjeet Sing had never made aggression on Cabaol, or taken a jureeb {acre) of
4 the Ameer’s territories, whick ar¢ now larger than ever, and that he bad hitherte
* successfully resisted. He bad bewever no bope against the Sikhs if the British
¢ Gavernment sided or encouraged their atiacks, but he certainly would eoonsider it
¢ unjust if be ssught ather aid 1o hinder Rusjeet Sing, and the British Gavernment
¢ interfered. —That the offers to adjust effairs st Peshawnr did not uit the Ameer’s
1 views, Lhat he waved all capeceations ofthat place for himself since it was dis-
¢ pleasing to ns, but that he regerded Sooltan Mahomed XKhan and Runjeet Sieg
¢ as identified; and tbat by such & settletsenthis choracter {purd=h )} did not remsin
¢ with the people who had attached themselves to bim, whose injury would follow
¢ on Sooltan Mahomud’s restoration, and whom he would then bave the disgrace
¢ of having deserted..Fn addition to all thie, he was te get ne protection from
¢ Persia, or any power whote anger he might have raised kecanse of his adherence
¢ to the British, which in Mahomed Shah’s approachto Herat seemed both an act
€ of honesty and justice.”
¢ 7. 'These, continued the Mirza, are not only the viewe of the Ameer himselfy

¢ and tho® as yet nu general assemblage of his advisers had tskes place be had
¢ had the opinion of others. The Nawsb Mahomed Osman Ehan had wriiten in
* reply from Bala Bagh, that subjugation by Rusjest Sing could never disgrace
* him even if it did take place, but & desertion of those who had served him in his
* wars with the 8ikhs would most certainly do eo, and if he could not ma-
¢ nage to have sowme influenge in Peghawyr such must follow, but thar he
f must know he had no hopes of resiating the British Governmens whats
¢ gver he miglnt do ta that of Labare,—Tue Mirza made nearly ke same obser-
¢ yation a3 she Nawab about the expeciations which 1he Ammeer bad cherished of
¢ doing service for the British and devoting himself to ity that it was noc the ad-
¢ justment of Peshawur affairs that dissipated his hopes. but the indifference to his
# guffarings and station which it was now clear we fely, and this was the more
¢ girsnge a5 he abandoned all his intercourse with Persia and every other power to
¢ please us, for he could nat be charged with gver civility to Captain Vickoritch,
¢ who had not been even received till he had conenlted with me, 2nd whose con.
¢ tivuance here depended upon the mgan, and to whom letters which hed been



61

¢ written, had not been given because they met my disapproval,—The Amaeery ssid
* he, has tsken up an impression that your Government bas misunderstiood the
¢ nature of the correspondence with Russis; and  attached to it a degree of
¢ blame which would only have beenjust, had it taken place after an exhibition of
¢ your friendly feclings.”

# 8. 1replied to Mirza Bamee Kbhan, that they knew as well as I did the views
of the British ; that I eould not teke upor myself the responiibility of deing wore
than reporting all they had to ssy, and that I reslly did not see how Goverrment
were Lo blame, since I did not konow exactly at this time what the Ameer of
Cabool espected of va.—That as far as the respect due to his situation, my
presence here was proof encugh of the friendly estinistion in whick we held him,
and that there was no doubt some groends for the elaims made fo protect him
from the west, but my Government knew ita own intevesta best, apd the extent
whigh the Brilish agreed to ge in its good ofiices had been ex plicitly stuted, and
that if they censidered their 0wn incerests they would gladly aceept what had
been tenderedin = spirit so friendly, for if we did net sppreciate the services of
the Aflghens in the light which they themselves did, we wished to do them a
snbstantial service, which it grieved me to see thar they did not hold in tha
light. Tt was certainly true, I added, that Cgprain Vickoritch had been received
s had been stated, aad that the letters which were to be sent bad been nltered,
but I begged bim to remember the meszage about weiting il the vernal equi-
nox {gowror) for an answer, and if he thought 8 Government like the British
would submit to be tied down by such a limi.?

P S o N T
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¢ 9. The hlirza observed, that the Ameer had apologized for that message, which
was decidedly wrong, but that I who was on the spot, should judge of the agi.
tating circumatance.—I look this occasion to say, thet if the Ameer thought we
were in etror abont Russian letters, he Lad it in his power now 10 transmit the
originale from Russia to the Governor General, but I observed thatthis was a
suggestion far from agreeable, and the Mirza ssid that if 1 wishad to see these
letters agsin he would bring them to wnej but he did not think the Ameer would
ever permit their being sent to India, but we had received copies of them,.—
I reaied the reply with indifference, and said that the remark on my paet had
arisen from his own observstion.—Before Mirza Bamee Ehan left, I gsthered
thst 1he resuit of all the couference vp to this time (3diustast) went teclaim
from the British Government a means of protegtion from 1he West as the price of
their adberence to w3, snd fartber, that, however Peshawur might he seitled by
Runjeet §ing. no acknowledgment could be made for our good offices wiless mesas
were taken to prevent injury from such settlement to those who had beiriend.
ed the Ameevameven with this ldtter arravgement it appeared we could not carsy
the Ameer’s hrart along with usyeesinge he believed it in his power to do aervice
from the position he held, and the anxiety to be allied 1o us aborve 2ll others, to
which we seemed to give little or no weight, but on the contrary had shewa in
the Governor GeneraPs letter that we looked with a degres of indifference (be
purwaee) t0 any connection with the Affighan nation.’

LR S ™

L

a A m om o oa .

LI



62

€ 10. On the morning of the 4uh, I bad anotlier visit from the Nawab. Whila
conversiug on the conteats of the Governor General’s letter [ observed that o
communication could move clearly convey the sincetity and good feelings of the
British Government than such a declarstion, to which he assented, adding thas
there were hopes conveyed in it which appeared on a re-perusal to be satislactory,
bat that I Jdimmed all these expectations by declining to give any promises about
protection from Persia, or any proof of aur friendly feelings towards the Afzhana 3
we had weighed much on our good offices at  Peshawur, and no one would ba
more rejoiced 1o see Sooltan Mihomed Khiao once mare establighed in his Go-
vernment than bimselfybut we had really gone teo far in fixtag that as the limit
of our good offices, and if we meant (o purchase the Affzhans by it we should
ot sneceed, that our policy appeared to bim the more strange since we had fur.
nished canngn, musketsy &q. &c, and even officers and money, to Persia, when
in Affzhanistas the doge of India {durweza i Hind) we mean to do nothing, aud
what was are, to consider Dost Mabowed Khan our enemy if he entered
into any deseriptivn of political iulereourse with others,—~The singular attaclkment
of diis an to the Dritish Government made its appearange however ina form
different from what bas been staied.he made a serious proposal to me to keep
the Ameer in gheck if we wers determined to go no farther, by drawing clasely
to Candahar ; estsblishing SooltanMahemed Khan in Peshawar, and then biddiag
defiance to the Ameer § but to effot this, added be, you must substantizlly pro-
tect Caudahar. I replied that Government had wot contemplaied any such
* messute, and it was its objest to maintain all the Affghan Chiefsin their actual

L

-~ %

L N T N T S RO

4 position.”

L3. Is seems very clear, from what has been above stated, although the fical
answer of Dost Mahamed Ehaa has not been received, that we have littie hope of
establishing a friendly connection with him an the terms wished for by Govern-
ment ; evet: if it conld be broughs about beforve a vast change of upinion takes
place, the friendship would be delusive, and no degree of dependence could be
placed on this Chief,

¢ I am aware that the views of Governmeot are decidedy and it would be higha
¢ ly presumptucus in me lo make any observaiions on the record of che different
¢ gonversations which bave been above reported?’  As Mr, Vickovitel still remains
in Cabool (asd his presence is the strongest test of the Ameer’s disposition to
make use of him against ua); aad as Dost Mahomed Khan does not appreciate
our good offices in Peshawur, I shall deein it me duty te retire when I receive
the Ameer’s Iester unless some very decided change of tous takes place at Cabool.
t The only feeling, and it is one of the highest importance, which will counteract
* this slep is the expression of His Lordship®s opinion that the line of FPolicy mark-
¢ ed out iv respect to Dost Mahomed Khan ought to be readily successful, and the
¢ hatief that this Chief' will have judged better for his interests than to compel me
% to quit Cubool, T am well aware of the responsibility when Lshall inour as s
¢ public servaut by this ace, if it be too precipitately taken, but &5 our unavoidabie
¢ loss of character must equally follew roy continuance here wnder expectations
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¢ which appear deceptive, I shall ant hesitate between such responsibilitg and the
¢ psramoont consideralion of whai appears to me due to our national honor.?
1 have, &e.
Arvex. Bognuss.

Even this, however, was insufficient to obtain the gquarrel which we
had, it weuld appear, three times determined to provoke. We had 2
last resource yet loft uws: it was now clear that there was hardly any
thing which we eonld dewand of the Amesr which he was not prepared to
concede Lo us, rather than forege the hope of our friendship : the master—
stroke of our policy was to ask him for what he couid not give, It was
propased that the Ameer should be reguested to send presents to Lahore,
in testimony of his gratitude for having been relieved of Feshawur—to make
submission io him after having inflicted on him severer humiliatien and
chastisement than be had ever before cadured at the hands of aa enemy—
and ask hiz pardon for having eadeavoured to get back his own! The
whole of the papers on this subjeet are suppressed, and we onty discover the
fact of this seheme having been in contemplation from Burnes's posthumous
MSS. It would be important to pessess the Jocuments to which these are
replies. This last act of tycanny was one to which our envoy refused 1o be a
party. ¢ He found that ke could not propose to the Ameer of Cabool to
send presents to Labore as au openiag te the establishament of future friend-
ship: the difficuliies had been great, withoat addiag to them. Had Dost
Mahomed Khan himself assented, the Mahommedas populace would bave
deapised hiwn, and probably have prevented him.”’(46) An wotoward event at
this time occurred, which, with parties less determined for hostilities thaa
the war party it the secretarizte,—for Lord Avekland unhappily was now
removed from his eounci, in which, we have every reason to believe, he
would have been out-voted,—would have deprived us of all excuse for the
Affghan campaign. {47)

On 5th Mareh, the Ameer called on Capt Buroes, The usual explana-
tions were gone over-—ib was no wonder that they were in so far unsatisfac—
tory, when Burnes admits that, up to this time, be conld not discover what
ware the intentions of the Governor-General.(48) The Eavey told him
explicicly, that if he did nof wish onr good offices on the terms proposed,
he should distaiss him, The Dost (49) professed himself shocked at thia

46. Suppressed portion of despateh, 13th Marech. .

47. He was on his way to Simla. A most unwise provision in the Charter
Act peymits the Govornor to act alone, sud on his own responsibility, when
absens from Calgutta, The Commander-in-Chief is known to have been hos-
tile to the war, and the Hon. Messra. Prinsep and Bird were universally be-
lieved to bo the same—Three ount of five.

48. Suppressed portion of the despatch of the 5Sth March. The presentable
fragments ars given in the Blug Book, pp. 29, 30, and 31,

49. The above is given noarly verbatim. What the phrase, % our good
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last propositien, from which he considered disgrace to Lim would flow ;—
“ Yeun kiave been weleomed," said he, by every Mahommedan State sinea
you left Bownbay, from the belief that you were the bearer of good news to
an uchappy race of men, whose internal dizeord has made them the prey of
anation of another faith. I dare nat, if [ wished it, set myself up againat
the Affghan people: the belief has gone abroad that your presence is con-
nectad with their advaatage, aud, though I admit that I profit by it, still
the objects of iy heart are not fully accomplished.”

¢ There are Affchaas in Tak fighting in thousands at this hour against the
Sikhs; they have aided me, and they looked to me, but their sufferings will
have oo abatement; bhut Ithrow myself upon ths ganerosity of the Goveraor-
General of India, and 1 rely on the sympathy which his Lordshp has
oxpreased.

¢ I gongratulated the Ameer on his having ssen his own interest better
than to perait of friendship being interrapted between hin and a natioa so
wall disposed towards hiw; buot that it was now my duty o teft him clearly
what we expected of him, and what we could do in retirn.  You must never
receive ageuts from euller powers, or have aught ve do with ihem, withoat
our sanction ; you must disiniss Captain Vickoviteh with courtesy; you must
gerrender all olaim to Peshawar on your own account, a¢ that chicfship
be ongs to Mabarajah Runjeet Sing; you must live on friendly terms with
that poteutate ; you muss also respect she independeuce of Candabar, and
of Peshawur; and co operate in arrangoments to  unite your family, In
return for this, 1 promise Lo recommend to tho Gavernment that it use Hs
good offices with its auneiens ally Mahirajah Ru njeet Sing, to remove p-esent
and future cauges of difference betwsen the Sikhs and Affrbans ab
Peshawur ; but as that ohieiship belongs to the Maharajal, he may confer
it on Sooltas Manomed EKhan or any other Affghan whom he chooses, en his
own terms wnd tribute; it being wuderstood that such arrangement is to
preserve the credit and honour of all parties.

#¢To this I assent’ said the Ameer ; ¥ but as theso arrangements are not scb
forth in full in his Lordship’s letter, it would be desirable for you to reduce
the matter to writing, as far as your koowledgze of the Governor-General's
views will permit you, that 1 may fairly see what is expected, and what is to
be done in return. The differences of the Affehany and Sikhs cannever be said
to be adjusted so long as the Maharajah keepa his troops and Qficers at Pesh
awur s and, eonsequently, though [ place every faith in the friendly interven-
tionu of the British, aud know that the Maharajah must oo left to himself Lam
bound to siate thac fresh causesfor disturbance must arise if his Higaness does
0o place my brother. or an Affshan, in Peshawur, and leave him to govern it
subject to his (the Mabarajah's) orders, but withous the presencs of Seikh

offices’ meant, the Aftighans appear never to have beeu able to discover,——nor
will the reader be very likely to find it out from the Blue Book.

»
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troops.” I replied, that sinoe the Ameer agreod himself to peace, it was better
to leave these things to be sattled hereaftor, sinee the less that was now said
about them the better.”

18. ¢ Having thus, it appeared to rae, gained the ends desired by Goverume‘et;‘t
¢ proceeded to imprave the dawn of good feeling towards his brothers, and sued
¢t for the Nuwab Jubbat Khan's co-operation o making up matters befween the
¢ Ameer and Sooltan Mahomed Khau. ‘Thiz most amiable razn declared Lo we
¢ that tha matter was 2asy, and begged that I would write 1o the Governor Gene
* eal and say that he pledgel himself to bring it ehout, and thet thers was bat one
¢ difficulty which cauld prevent is, and this would be the diszpproval of the Maka-
¢ raju Runjeet Sing, If this was no obatacle, he would progeed at once to Pesha-
¢ wur and bring all his brothers to Jellalabad, where they would be met by the
¢ Ameer, and in my presence ke would get them to exchaunge papers that the Pesha-
f swur family raay eoms to Cabool in summer, and the Ameer go to Peshawur
' in winter, each with a few hundred borse 3 and that further, he pledged himself
¢ to bring tegether Lhe whale family from Candahar, or at least one of the bro-
4 thers, ad to witness the mueh desirad object of the restoration of harmeny
¢ and anavimity in fheir bouse. QOun thiz he added that all the Ameer®s fearn
¢ for his Peshawur adherests, now with him, would ends if whe afaie could
t be adjusted.—I assured the Nuwah Jubbar Khan that his exertions would
¢ receive high applacse and appreciatien, and that ifthings went right and I bap-
. pened to be presentat the peace-making, I would consider it oue of the most
¢« happy svants that had oceurred, and which would rescue a brave nation from
*inevitable desteuntion. I do 00t belisweihe Nuwab overrates bis influende ; he
¢ has great weizght both at Peshawur end Candabar, throngh Socltan Mahomed,
* Eehun and Husum Dil Kbaws, and when war oo losger distarbs the peace
¢ of the Bastern frantivr of Atfshaistan, theve wuch wishied for objects will cera
¢ tainly follow, as is amply proved by wy previons correspondence. With Persia,
¢ we should have had Russian infloence in her train, and had the Ameer been
* disposed to doubt the sincerity of the Shah, the prevence of the Russian Agent,
* Captain Vickovitch, would have gone far to remave his suspicions.

Here, then, se late as the month of March were the last of onr difficutties
suyrmounted, and everything gained from the Ameer which the British Go-
vernment appeared to have desired. Nothing of any moment—save the
arrival of Kohun Dil Khan from Candahar, formerly moticed at lesgth,
is recorded as haviag occurred for the next four weeks.

There were said to have been letters written to Candabazr by the Daost,
stating that lie bad now lustall hope frem the British—no great marvel that
there should,—and interviews discevered with Captain Vieovich, of which no
one professad to kaow the purport ; and with mattersia this alarming state,
Burnes felt that he could no onger remain at Cabool cousistently with
his instractions, He left-on the 26th of April, beirg accomponied in all
honour by three ofthe Ameer's sons and the prime minister two miles be-
yoad the gates, Captain Burnes writes from Jeljalabad (80th April,)} that he

LS
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had heard roports of the Dost’s having gone over to Parsia, and sought the
security of Ruseiz,wthat scme of the Ameer's family, or of his brothers at
Candahar, were to be sent with letters to the Shah ; that Captain Vieovieh
had promised to get the guaraniee of Russia to all their arcangements,—
and that, when Herat fell, the King of Persia would cither assist with
treops or monay for an attack wpon Peshawur. Boroes at tho time seems
to bave been very donbtful of the weight to be attached to this repert,
and on more mature consideration he manifestily held it of no account
whatever. The light which subsequent disclosures has thrown upon the
suhject, now shews that Captain Vicarieh had no political authority ; but that
he was one of the most wild and usserupulous of romancers. Russia
formally refused to give any guarantes whatever in the case of the cession
of Herat to Candahar ¢ the latter place never fell into the hands of Parsia,
80 that this most mendacions of nations could never have been broaght inte
the predieament of requiring to fulfil her promise, if she had made any: she
bad nc money to pay her owa troops, and was theretors sufficiently untikely
to afford subsidiez to Dost Mshomed; and as she reguired a twelvemon:h
to mareh her army from her capital to the nearest frontier—frow Teheran
to Herat,—it 1s sufficientiy unlikely that she eould, even bad she desired it,
have succesded in ever reaching Peshawur, 2 thousand miles beyond it! With
this closes the narrative of cur negociations with Dust Mahomed : the reader
may judge whether anything had arisen in the consze of these to justify the
infliction on bim and his brothers of the last of ills rulers can eadurs, We
took their country from them and gave it to the enemy of their race, leaving
them the choics of the alternatives of becoming outeasts and wanderers
from the land of their fathers, or prisoners of state within our ferritories.
The majority of them preferred the former~—the nobler selection. The
subject of this chapter was istreduced by a letter frem Lord Auckland
ta Dost Mahomed, and with another at the interval of less than two yeuars,
it may be closed,

Lord Auckiand 0 Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan.

After complinents. Simla, 27 April 1838.

I Havsreceived your letter, and fully comprehend its contents.

It has been a source of much regret tome to find that your views of what
ismost for your advantage, baveled you to decline the good offices which 1
have tendered, for the purpose of effecting a reconeiliation betweon you and
Maharajah Runjees Sing, on the only terms on which Leould, eonsistently with
what has appeared to me just, engage to exercise my mediation for the
seitlement of the unhappy difterences existing between you.

With the explanation, however, of your sentiments which you havo now
afforded to me, my farther interposition in this affuir could not lead Lo bene-
ficial resuits ; and ag, in s0 uasettled a condition of things, the continuance of
Captain Burnes, and of the officers under his orders, in Affghanistan, would not
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be conducive tothe good ends which I had hoped te accomplish by their da-
putation, I have now issued orders to them to return to India ; and they will
aceordingly set out, on receiving from you their dismissal, for which their im.
meadiate application will be madae to you.

I have to express to you my acknowledgments for your atteation and kind-
ness to these officers while residing in your dominions.

(Bigned) AvCELAND,

Drost Mahomed and Captain Burnes had pacted in sorrow but not in anger,
and surely, from aught that has yet appearel, there was nothing to lead to
the belief, from any thing which had ocearred, that tha country would be in-
vaded by our armles, and its chiefs—not one but all-—~rendered fugitives or
captives, From what appears in the printed papers, there is no reason
whatever to believe that the Ameer or his brothers were, from this date,
guiity of one disloyal agt towards us. The assertion that Dost Mahomed
ever threatened to ezll ic foreign aid to enable him te consummate schemes
of aggrandizement and ambition, injurious Lo the seeurity and peaco of the
froatiers of India, i3 feunded on no beiter grounds than tha declaration that
Puarsia was prosecuting threughout Affghaniatan intrigues,  having for their
abject the extension of her inflaence to the backa of, or even bayoad, the Yu-w
dus ;" (50) and both, so fsr as the printed papers are concerned, are as
thoroughly unsupporied as any averments ever made by the most reckless
statesman. Lord Auekland,io his Simla minute of the 12th of May states,
* that Drost Mahomed Khan had shown himself to be so disaffected and am-~
bitiows (51) that with him we could form ne satisfactery conneectiony al-
though he might not, under such eireumstances, furnish us with grounds
of direct hostility againat him." This is most decidedly an admission.
that, up to ihis date, no grounds of direct hostility had been furnished by
the Ameer. The probability is, that the secretaries, or the leaders under
whose influence the GovernorsGeneral had placed himself, had, by thia
timae, arranged the whole matter without his Lordship’s knowledge: the
mission of Mr Macnaghten to Cabool, three days afterwards, proves
that the thing was completed by the 15th May.

This mission, from which resultz so singular ip mmany ways arose, was
as strange as it was important. It Las just been seen that on the iZth
of May the Governor-Geueral placed ¢n record, opinions in many respects
pacific—ia 0o respect countenancing the idea that Dost Mahomed was to be
dethroned. Three days afterwards the chief secrotary set out on a missien

50, Simla preclamation,

Bl. Verbatim extract from the minute, His Lordship dees not sondescend
to enli%l}ten his readers in what way the Ameer had evicced either ambition
or disaffection to us. The published papers exhibit nore , but much of the
contrary of both,
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to Lzhore with the draft of a treaty ready prepared, by which the Indian
Government, the Maharsjah Runjeet Sing, and Shah Socojah-Qol- Meolk,
bound ihemgelves together so that the friends znd enemies of any one of the
parties were to be considered the feiceds and enemies of all the others.
After this had been duly disenzsed and determined on, and was on the very
eve of being subseribed, My Macnaghten continued to consult Sic Alexsnder
Burnes and Mr Masson, as if every thing waz to bs rezulate | by their ad—
vice, The opinian of both these gentlemen o this point, almost exactly
ectncided. That of Sir Alexander Burnes, as expressed in his official letters
not quroted in the Blue Book, is as fellows 1—

LBzriracts : Opinions as to ihe mode of restoring Shah Shogjeh, submitted
by Sir A. Burnes, .
Lahore, i8ih June, 1838. — But objections arise to sending Shooja- 0ol-bMaolk
from the country of the Sikhe, of which Dost Makomed Khan would not he
slow 1o avail himself, agitatixg the country to war against the infidels who
tad come 1o invade him. These cbjections seem stronger thaw they really nres
and indeed amount to little when we liave gained the end of directing the
8ikhs, Sikh troops should if pessible not be used at all ; but 1 adhere to the
opinion, which I have alveady expressed, that one if not two of our Regimenis
should be given o tho Shah nominally as an escort to his person, and to show
deeldedly to the Affghans how much we are interestod in his safety and wel-~
fare. The smallest number of our troops will be exagperated in Cabool to an
army, and we shall speal a4 once to men's cyes and senses. If Maharaja Run—
jet Singh objects to the nss of our troops when he kas s6 many of his own, he
might be told they were merely honorary, as their small number proved, and
that the Shall required them as the nucleus on which he was to form his future
forees. Besides this direct assistance, opportunity shonld be given to the
iroops of our army to volunteery as they have lately done for the forcein
Oude, and jnstead of r2w Jevies a zood army might scon be colleeted ; but though
it is doubtless neceszary to have a force of sufficient strength fo cope with the
Chisfsof Cabool and Candshar, for my part I have more faith in politieal
agitation for the Shah’s cause than in physical force.® * * %
Matters being thus arranged, I would recommend the following line of pro-
ceedure, From Peshawur, Shak Shoojs should jssue a preclamation and send
it in, bundreds through the Affghan country, $hat he had arrived at Peshawur to
recover the throne of his fore-fathers, to pus an end to wars with the SBikhs, to
unito the Affghan nation, and to repel the enemies of thelr ereed, the Persiaus,
who had dared to invade the kingdom; that he was now able to chastise his
enemiss, both internal and externsl, since he and the British Government
were one ; and that, from the affection e boro to his poople, he could nos
think of declaring war 4ill he had given all parties a fair opporiunily of re-
pairing to his camp and tendering their allegianee ; that the treatment all
would experience would be according to their carly presence, and that His
Majesty’s objeet was not to kcrutinize particularly what had passed, but to
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restore the glory of the Duoraneo Monarchy. Tkis, with a distribution of
money in Khyber, where Shooja has more friends than io any part of Aff-
ghanistan, and the Kohistan of Cabool, which could easily be managed, would
in all humman probability dissolve Dost Mahomed’s power, azd the Shah's ad-
vance on Cabool would he 2 triamph without Lleodshed; for the Affchan
nation never wili submit to Persia but by fear, and Dost Mahomwed Khan by
going over to Mahomed Shaby has converted doubting fifends into enemies,
and materially eontribuied thereby te Shak Shooja’s success. e . .

¢ The next, and probably the most delicate, of all questions which present
themselves, is the disposal of Dost Mahowed Khan, Bis ambition makes it
more than guestionable if ke ever would consent to act in a subordinate capa-
¢ity, but he should have tho offer; for he will be a dangerous antagonist if he
flies to Persia, and we have the first authority for recordivg that one of Shah
Shooja’s roost serions errors, when Kisg, wasin failing o conciliate Futieh
Khar Barvkzye, the brother of Dost Mahomed Khan, and in whose place he
may now elearly be said to bo. These are the words of Mr Elphinstone ¢
¢ Futteh Khan was soon afier persuaded to make his submission to the new
Kiog (Soojah). An opportanity was now offered of seenring the atiachment
of this powsrful and aetive Chief, but it was allowed io escape, aud lence
arose the misfortunes which disturbed tho rest of Shah Shoojah’s reiga, and
which drove him at leagth from his ihrone.! This is high authority, and
though it perhaps would be impolitic to offer the Viziership to such a Chief,
somgo siiuation as a Doorannee Lord, such as existed in the old eourt of the
Suddezyes, might be found for Lim, and a liberal provision inland. The
presence of a British agent, and ar zclive and decided influence in all that
relates o the pelitical affairs of Cabool, which I take for granted is to be our
policy, if it did net break the factions spirit of Dost Mahomed Khan, weuld
prevent his doing harm. I think also that it would be highly to the eredit of
the British Governmesnt to aid in such an offer of eonciliation ; for if the
Ameer is disappointed, our hopes, the difficulties that beset him from the west
are to be considered, and we escape the odium of being privy to his entire
destruction by showing that our object is the restoration of the Dooranes
monarchy, and not the pumishment ¢f the Chief of Cabool. It is to De
obzerved, that Afighan differences are much easier healed than those oy
other nations; and, above all things, it should be Shah Shocjal’s policy to
forget the past, and the talents of Dost Mahomed Khan may yet avail kim in
subduing some of his rebeliious subjecta. Much is to be aaid on this subject, and
it requires great reflection and consideraiion, which may and must be given
to it when matters are inore advanced.

Lahore, 19th June, 1838.—2. I attach importares to the presence of a small
portion of our troops from the prestige it will exercise. There are as aolid
cbjections to the presence of our officers as our troops: a disaster in either
case wonld be unfortunate, aad going so far as to give money and officers, an
honorary escort is not a step far bDeyond. It is not essential to success,
but I thirk would contribute to it
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The reference by Mr, Macenaghten to Capt. Burnes, replied to on the 18th
aml 19th of Jupe, was clearly nothing else than a pretext, with a view of
extracting sowething from him eapable of receiving 2 construction favourable
to the views of the war party—now uanhappily in the asecendant; so as to
satisfy, if possible, the still wavering resolution of the Governer-General.
The treaty, providing for war on the largest seale, and ratified on the 26th,
betwixt the DBritish Government, the Maharsjah Rupjest Singh, and the
8bah Soojah-ool- Moolk, must before this have been drawn up.

It has already been seen that Mr Macoaghten was, so late as the end of
January, in favour of the maintenance of the arrangements among the Ba.
rukzya chiefs as they stood, considecing their divisions well caleulated
to ward off the advances of a foreign fve. le had row abundoned this
and takem an entirely opposita view of the case, and determiced that
nothing eould save Iadia but the re-integration of the Doorannee empire
under the Shah Soojah, the proverbially suforfunate. The zole eriginal
objection te the mainterance of Dost Mahomed's claims upon Peshawnr
wad, that it kindled up the fiames of war in those regisns whare we were
most anxious te promote the interests of commeree; but when it appeared
that the equitable elaims of the Ameer could veadily be adjusted by peace-
ful negociation,—our aversion to hostilities took another form, and
it was now the aggrandizement of this man, who had, more than any
Ruier in Asia, courted our friendship without selfisknoess—without hope of
favomr or fear of injury—uuntil we meddled with his affairs, that alarmed
us! A few months afterwards, when Ilunjeet Siagh asked permission
to advance with fire and sword on Jellalabad, and increase his territorjes
by fresh appropriations from his neighbour, cur fears, both of war
asd aggrandizement on his patt, had vanished. If the historian were
permitted to examine into the archives of the Colonial Oifice, with a
view of asceriaining when certain unsatisfactory despatches from Calentta
first began Lo be recelved—and were thea to turn to the Board of Coatrol,
and see wheshier the first warlike instructions sent ont by Sir John Hob-
house had net eonsiderably more to do with these than with any tidings
sent by the Persian missien—the results might be curious,

The arrival in India of the news of the unfortunate issue of the general
election of August 1897, would, if examined into, probably be found to
coinclde remarkably with some of the more pugpacions Simla wmicutes.
These things will be matter of spezulation for the anualist to inquire into,
when the records of the public offices are transferred to the Tower or the
British Musenm,

Although it was obvionsly our intention, from the month of June 1837,
to pick a guarrel,and have a war on some account,somewhers, With o ebodym
a saurce of recreation in which ouratatesmon wers parmitted to indolge with-
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out enquiry, by virtue of an aecumulated surplos of ten myillions of hoarded
treasuse in the coffers of government,—the form and pressure this was to
assume was left to be determined by ths chapter of aceidents, According
to Mr Masson, it was the Panjaub that the Board of Control wished us to
seize upon, and the mistake jnto which we fell was that of marching on
Cabool, when Lahore was intended to have been the point of oot destina-
tion—muaking a traverse of 1500 miles instead of 50, The gentleman re~
ferred to professes to have been shewn, by Captain Burnes, the letter
to this effect from the Secret Committee. It passed through the hands
of Lord Aucklang and his secretsrigs, and might be worth while en-
guiring after, Thers was said to have been such diffienlty in keeping
Lord Aacklands courage at the sticking point, that the secretaries
were terrified lest the whisper of the poasivility of pacifie arrange-
ments shonld reach his ear. An amusing aneedote is mentioned on
this subject by Masson. **I had previously learned,’” says this not over-
trustworthy antharity, * a strange account of the mode in which the amiadle
Lord Auckiand had been driven into measures which his better judgment
disapproved, and how he was obligad to yield to the assaalts of certain fe-
maie A, D C's and Sscretaries, and [ now guastioned Sir Aiezander on
the part he had taken, partieularly as regarded this useless expedition. He
seplied that it was arranged hefore bz teached Simla, and that when he
arrived, Torrens and Colvin eame ronning to him, and prayed bim to say
nothing to unsettle his Lordship; that they hiad taken all the trouble ia the
world to get him Inte the business, and that even now he wonld be glad en
any pretence fo rvetarn from it' The correspondent of a London daily
paper is still more explicit as to the ssurces of the plan of the campaign on
the great scale—how Me Macnaghien was at ence ambiticus and unpopular,
he wished te bacoinz an Eavoy, and was wishied out of the Secretariat to
maka room for Mr Torrens, whose wife, 2 fashionable and accomplished
woman, was in great favour with the rojers of the ruler of India—the Hoa.
Misses Fdeu, sisters and managers of Lord Auckland !

From the subsecription of the treaty at Lalore, ou the 26th of June, the
State Papers farnish no farther light on the course of events till the middle
of August, whea a despateh of Lord Auckland’s to the Seeret Committes
indieates that matters were finally arranged, much as sct forih in the Simla
proclamation of ths 1st OGuotober—thie bnlk of whicli has been guoted in
garagraphs at the heads of the sections of the present chapter, It was one
amongst the singular anomalies with which the arrangements of the Affghan
expedition abound, that we relied for our means of getting into the country
on the trovernments of Seinde and KChelat—both in former days dependen—
cies of the Doorannee empire, but beth for thirty years perfectly indepondent
of all superiors. The induoeement to assist us which we held ount to them
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was, that they should be once more replaced under their old oppressive
magters, be anvexed to the Donrannee empire, and merge their individual
authority in the sovereignty of the Shah Sosjah! The alterative offered
for declining a request so modest and equitable wag-—depaesition, or prohably
death 1%

It must not, in conclusion, be forgotter, that we never gave Dost Maho-
med the most distant hint that we intended to wage war with him. He
had, on numerous occasions, expressed himsell so awed by British power,
and so appreliensive of its being employed against bim ia assisting the
Seikhs, that had we made him aware that we purpesed attacking bim,
it is probable he would have made any sacrifice that could have been re-
guired of him. We never gave him the alternative; we never made him a
tender of the terms on which we were willinz to have abatained from invad-
ing his country. We, on the 1st Gotaber, {or the first 1ime annoxneed our
intention of restoring the Shalt Soyjah, and deposing the Ameer and the
Candahar Sirdass,—not pretending that with the last we ever neg‘otiated or
bad any grounds of quarrel! We marehed an ariny into the country with
out having asked whether, with the alternative of invasion before them, tha
chiefs would vot concede the points which they kuew we would compel them
to yield to us in the long run at any rate. The Affghans knew our power
too well,—a2 indead they had often told ns,—to imagine that they eonld
keep the feld against nz.  JTo this partienlar the campaign of 1839 was
wholly without precedent ; and it is beyond question, that according to the
principles of oivilized war, Lord Keane's army could not have complained
had they Deen treated as marauders, The Caloaial Soeiety has drawn up
a statemeat on the subject, shewing, that had the whole of our people who
fell into the hands of the enemy during the period of our vceupation of the
country, been hanged, the Affrhans would have acted under the saaction of
the highest European authorities, and would have been countenanced by
the eonduet of all eivilized natious, on whose territories similar aggressions
had been attempted, Tt bas of Jate hecome the custom to affirm, that the ob-
jections to the policy of Lord Auckland only began to mako their appearance
after the calamities of Nov.and Dee. 1841 : astatement maora unfounded ean -
not exigt, It hasalready been seen that had Leord Aucklandbeen at Caleutta
when hostile measures were in agitation, he would in all likelihood have
been outvoled &t his own Couneil Board on the guestion of Affghan inva—
sion. The whole of the military chiefs in India viewed the expedition as
one of pure iasanity. The aversion of the Government of Bombay, far
more intimately aequainted thas that of Calcutta with the countries we
proposed to subdue, to the whole scheme of the Simla poliey, has lang been
notorious. The press of Iudia, though far from unanimons certainly, gene.
rally condemned the measure, and predicted with very great aceuracy, as the
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vesults afterwards exemplified, the mischiefs to whicli it mnst give rise. 'We
have already seen with what aversion the matter was regarded at the India
House, and how early Sir Henry Willoek, and Mr St John Tucker, recorded
their opinions agajost it-  The press, in general, satered but slightly into
the dizcussian ; the journals which ventured on an examination of the ques-
tion, with the exception of the Quarterly Revicw, gave their opinions deci-
dedly against it. The dsiatic Jowrnal, as the beat informed of those on
Qriental affaire, has been repeatedly referred to, snd its articles on the sub-
joot irr 1838 and 1889 are well worthy of pernsal. We caunot deny oue-
selves the pleasure of guoting, in conclusion, some extracts from a very
exe-llent article tn the Spectator newspaper, of 27th July 1839, on the
Review's obeervations on the Parliamentary papers, pointing out mot
ouly the general danger incurred by the newly adopted poliey of the Gover.
nor=(Generale-for that of the Goveroment of Iadia itlcould in no sense be
valled—but the shape this danger was iikely to assnme, and the guarters
whetce it might be expected to approach us. The Sperigior’s views ware
given to the world in the midst of oar iricmphs ; e boded evil while the
shouts of vietory still illed onr ears.  His anticipations have been rezlized :—

& QHE WA IN INPIA.

¥ T'ug carrent number of the Quarterly Revigiw 1:az an elaborate paper on Russia,
Tersia, and Endia ; distinguished by a tone of frigndiiness to the Government and
its sgents, and what 38 more, a substantial vindicstion of reeent British policy and
pracee dings in Asia, which few would have expected at the hands of that stanch argan
of the Oppositian, even in chatity. T'o us, Jodeed, it seems that the Beviewer is,
for once, fop charitable : for a prefiy sareful examination of the file of papers iaid
before Parlisment in the passing sussien, leads us to conclusiens considerably at
variance with his; and at the sams thine it has confirmed some of our previons
opinions and speculations, it enables us to correct or qualify others. In short, we
rise from the perusal of tiie Eastern Correspondesce with a persuasion, that our
present war in India, or ratiser ontside of India, is more questionable in its objects,
end suspicious in Hs pretexts aund likely’ to be more extensive and perilons, than
any which the British Goverament of that country has ever yet waged with any
Asiatic power.

v Liet ua bagin by examiniog the pretest for the war.  For thicty yeors and up-
wards; we have maintainedy withoutinterruption, an embessy at the Court of Persia,
and paid in salaries, in sobsi lies aud gifts, in erns and ammunition, between three
and four nillions sterling. The object of our Persian diplomacy was to secure
India against French and Russian invasion. The upshot of our thirty years’ ex-
penditure of maney, protocals, and despatehes, is, that Persia, on our own admis-
sion, instead of being a bulwark against the aggression ofan European power, has
become a stepping-stone for Russis. In a word, by our own showing, all our
Persian diplomacy has beuy worss (ban useless—it hag been highly detrimentsl,

# With the Shah of Persiz we have theee respective tremiies, svery one of whith

&L
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contains the following article—d If war should ensue between the Persian and
Afghan Goveramentsy the Boglish Government shall take ns partin it ; aor shall
it give assistance to either party, except as u mediator, at the solicitation of both
parties, for the purpose of producing peace.” Well, 8 war arizes between the Per-
sisn King end the Afghans—as justy upon the part of the former, asany ever waged
by an Europesn government, and far juster than most of them. The Prince of
Heraty the mast westerly state of the Afghaas, tiking advaatage of a moment of
ansrehy, invades s Persian province, burns its towns and villages, and, carrying off
twelve thousand of its inhabitars, sells them, man, woman, and ehild, as sluves.
The King of Persiay naturally indignant at this outrage, warches an army 10 chas-
tise the public vobber, and invists Herat, According to the sdmistion of the Bri.
tigh Eovey, (6 man of mark sud talenty) twice repeawed iu the pepers laid betore
[railiament, the King of Persia has right and justice on his side, Well, then, are
the English Ministery the Envoy, sod the Gover wr-General of Laudia, neatral snd
quieseent, &5 in goed faith became parties to the treaty we have just guoted ? Quite
the cowmrary. They are notonly not asked te interfere &8 mediators by doth pare
tiss, bol one parsy expressly repulistes their interfere :e- o wihile the other does
nat solicit it, autl ouly aecepts it when it has baen ofien obtruded: as we may see
from e followinz carious passage of a letter from the Prime Minister of $lerat to
the British Envoy—* With regacd 10 the cowing of the Kajar (Persian) sriny to
this country, I am not, and never sha'l be, in any way williug to give you trouble
ot annoyance.  Should the Pera’an Geverument vvives any griat dusire to coOme to
Herat, do not prevent the advauee of the arwy, or take any trouble in tlie matter.
It is gn affair of up cousequence.  Liet them come, in order thst Lhey may prove
what they are able to do, May it please God the mereiful, by the grase and
assistauce of the Alinighty, the siced of their wishes shall vor aceomplish the jour-
aey of their desiga,”  Thiasis the polite Otiental fasinon of saging ¢ laisses nous
faire! 10 a meddler ; an | the receat abstinate refasal of the Prinee of Hurat to ag«
¢ept 8 British sobsidiary fores tor his protection, shows that our interpretstion is the
rightone, The Baglish Gavernment ia st auly not ueagral, it direetly interferes,
end without being a:bed. 16 isfar from stopping even at the point of impertinent
negutiation. A roving agent of the Gaveraor-General of Ldia, a skilful eagincer,
throws himself ioto the foreress of Herat, and assists in its defonce agaicst the Per:
sions 3 a squadcon of men of war is seut and takes possession of a portion of
cur allies’ tevritary on the Q'ersian Gulf; sad & great army is marched
10 detbreve an Aflghan chivf suspected of preferring a Persian to an Eunglish alli-
ance, (some alliance or other belag indispensable, and we having expressly refused
hin ours except on terms jnrolerable,) for his protection agaiust a fourth party,
e Seiks, who bad wrested from himy by a series of aggtessions, 8. large poriica of
his dowminions.  Io referesce to this eonduet, the Persian DMinister for Foreign
Affdive has the following pertiient remarks— We are igoorent by what evideaee
the British Geverument considers our interference in the affulrs of Af banistan as
» mark of bosiility agaiustiself. Besides the suspicious treaty, the observation of
Lge stipulations of whicl is the foundation of the friendship of the two staces, age
there any other trestics or engagements between Persia and Englaud relative 1o
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which any neglect or non-observance has proceeded fram us ? or did the plenipe-
tentiaries of both states forget this poius at the time of forming ihe Lreaty, that
they omitted any allusion tvit 7 or have new rules of friendship been justituted
in this world, with which we are not acquainted ? or does the party which consis
ders itself strongest consider also that the observation or violation of tresties rests
ou its discretion #  Here is a shocking charge of Panie faith, made against the
government cf a civilized gountry by a people whom we bave been acenstomed to
look upon as faithless bacbsrians ; and the only reply we bave made to ity tiriuslly
anoounts to this, that our original intention in making the treaty was not accom-
plished,~—that isy that Persia did not turn got to be the bulwark agaipst Russian
aggression whish we wistakingly svpposed it would. fa short, we talk of the
* spirit® of the treaty, carefully aroiding to say one word about iz plain and cbvi.
aas letter,

¢ Againut the faith of treaties, then, we get up necessity and expediesey, Now
les this plea be looked inte. FHeras is declared to be the key to the British domie.
nions in Iadis—the key which is 10 open the door to the Russians and their
aliies che Persians, to Hindeositan. The suppased key, in this case, is surely at a
vast distance from the door, CQur ownaciny has been already five months on ity
march from the frouties, backed by all the resourees ef India, and without firing a
wingle shoty unless at a Few freebooters 3 and there is uo irostworthy intelligence
that it bas yet vesched the first spot where there is any peobability of its soeeting
with resistance, viz, Candabar; in the neighbourhood of whiehy by the way, itia
proposed thai we should canton tor the whale sumtner,—by which (for Cabool, the
msin point, and & menth’s march through saowy mouatging sod nagrow defiles,
remains untanched) it is plainly pronoucced that the affair 18 to cost us two cam-
paigns, From Candazber to Herat, allowing for baliiag-days, and supposing ne in—
tezruption from an enemy, isat least a month’s march, Phus, therefore, withauc
meeting an enemy~and, supposing the barren cowntry which it had in its rear
and aloag itz line of march could afford i the same supply of foed which fertile,
populovs, aud peaceful India atfurds us—it wouid take & Hussian army five months
10 mareh from lerat to the pearesc Dritish frontiery with many a * key' 1o get pos-
session of; and many a daur tv unlocky between ; and, after th, there is & mareh of
at Jeast fifteen hundred miles further 1o ths chiel seat of our power andre-
sourcesy Lower Bengal and Caloutta ; which would take at lenst four months more,
sopposing the climute, our armies, sad our fortresses offered po resistancey and thst
John Buil (whe in one half the whole time mentioned eould send ao army from
the banks of the Thames) were to look on with his hands jn his brecches-pocket
doing nothivg. But 10 reach India, is nat ta conquer Lndia; (nevet so powerful snd
united 25 wnder our own edminisiratios, ) asany one who will take the paing to read,
may learu from the history of its invaders from Azeximpsg to Amusp Suam,
Most of them never peuctrated much beyond the frontier, and the fow who estad-
tished thenselves in the North-west, took not wonths ot years, but from one to two
centuries, 10 conquer the Kast and the Sowth. The truth s, that & Ruysian inves
sion, and couquest of India,is but the dream of a troubled and unensy conseiences
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No men in kis waking momeats and soher seuses imagines the possibility of the
thingy or fancies iteven probable that any nation whatever, without the coramand
of tlte sea and of immense peennlary resources, would be mad enuagh even to make
the attempt. * At the conclusion of your letter)” saystlie Persian Prime Minis-
ter to one of our agents, © there ure sowme remarks abuuat alarm, I sm in greot as-
tenishment at this declarationy considering the distancu of fonr wouths? journey and
the great friendship between the two stateey which during this length of time, has
never been Bnterrupted bya hair’s bremith on eithergide. What cavse is there for
alarm, or for these remate speculations, which have never entered into the mind
ofany oney norever will¥ b is clear, from these remarks of the Persian Viaier,
that his Exoelleoey had no persoval acquaintatice with Lrrd Avcktane or Lord
PaLuepsTon, or he would aot have expressed himselfl so razhly. What, after sil,
dges the reader favcy hes thrown the Indiun Council Chamber aod the foreigl.l
Office into o turmoil ? The Russian Euvoy at the Court of Persin és supposad,
coutrary to his instructionsy, to have adeised the Shah to attack Herat: and a
Russian Lieutenant of Infantry goes on a commereizl miszion 1o an Affghan siate ;
and this has sofficed 0 frighten the Foreign Secretary and the Governor-Geseral
from their propriety. At the very moment we are msking thischarge against Rus.
sis and Persizy gur Bnglish offizer of Engineers, being the agent of the Governor-
Geueraly is fighting ju the rankd of the Herattees ; and theee is s diplomatic agent
at Csbocl, and another at Candahar, endeavouring to force treaties on the chiefs
of these two placesy by which they are to break off all connexion with Persia and
Rugsia, Where is our sense of political justice 2

* There is oot the least douby but the very measures we are pursaing fead us into
far greater diffieuities than the actual fovasion of the Persians ard Russians them-
selves conld produce. The war with the Burinese cost us filleed millions, If we
escape from the present nove difficult eentest witha penalty cf double the amounty
we may look upon onrselves as fortunate. This will add just vne.balf to the nation-
al debt of Yndia, end an annual interesz of a million and & balf witl add a tithe 1o
the taxes of the already over-tazed Hindoos. Ls it not better to stay at hame, adiai-
uister justly, tax lishily, and thus gain the suppor: of the conquesed millions, than
squander their movey in so dangerous, extravagant; aod Quixstic as enterprise ?
The very undertaking irself praves that we are |l a1 ease at home, caonscicus of the
instability of vur powery aud suspisions that we have misgaverned India, to the dis-
satisfavtion of its inluabitants,

*¢ If aur diplomatists and politicians would enly keep {heir haads out of mischief,
itcis astonishing Low perfect a bulwark nature and fortune have opposedte the
possibility of  successtul invasion of British India from the westward. ‘The eoun-
try lying betweeu Persia acd Britist: India is one either of rugged mountatus or of
unzultivated and almost impassable sandy deserts. ~ On the side of Persia, all but
off onie NAFrGW qualter; ifis 8 sandy desert two huudred miles bread, O the side
of India, there i3 o far more extensive one, generally of double that breadth, except
at one point also.  Even at chis last poiot there is, aczording to Mr. EgrRENsYONE,
one hundred and sixty miles of ©the strongest country’ he hal fever seenr
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The peorle that an invadirg ariny would bave to ercounter, if not aliented by
our ambirion, isas formidable oy Viwir countey is sirong. They are ectimated 2t
fourteen millions ; a fourth psrt of whotny probably, are in that shepherd or ne-
made state in which men have little io lese wnd much to gain by war, The ruting
people exceed four millinns in number ; and in their manners, habitsy and gus-
toms, are ratber Europeans of the middle ages than Asratics. ¢An European,’ says
Mr. EvpoinsTone, ¢ comirg amoug then, would scarce fail to sdmire their mariial
and lofty spirit, their lLospirality; and their bold and simple menners. He would
admire their strong  and active forme, their fair complesionsy and Furopean fea-
tures ; their industry and enterprise ; the hospitality, sobriety, and centempt of
pleasure, which sppear in s!i their habits; snd, above all, the irdependence and
energy oftheir eharscter. The Afghans themselves (he adds) exult in the free
spirit of thielr inatitutions, They endeavour 10 maintain that all Afghans are equal.
I ouce strongly urged on a very intelligent old man, of the tribe of Meankbsil,
the superiority of a guist and secure life, under & powerful wmogarch, to the dis.
cord, the alarms, and the blood which they owed 10 their present systemn, The
old man replied with great warmch, and thue concluded au indignant karangue
egaivst arbitrary power—* We are content with discord, we are content witl alarms,
we sre content with blood—but we will never be content with a master,”’

st The plain truth Is, that we are breaking down, by eur sggression, the moat
formidable portion of the bulwark thal lies between ue and invasion to the West,
We are msking, in fact, the false movement of a general, whe, finding abroad
marzh between bimsell and his opponent, wentouly erosses it, with great loss
and ingconveniences posts himself on the epposite margin, and, cutting himself off’
from his supplies. #ffords bis opponent, ¢ the first fuvourable mowest, an nppor.
tonity of driving him into the swamp, or sterving him to deeth, or compelling him
to surrunder st diseretion. Such is & fair view of our present adventure ; nor ean
we see sy lermination, utter discomfiture excepted, to the course inio which it
Jeads, wntil it bring us to the very thing we deprecale-~contiguity and collision
with the power of Russia in Pergia’— Spectator, July'27, 1839,
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CHAPTER II.

Runjeet Singh refuses to permlt onr troops to paaz throngh the Punjaub-Route by tke Bolan
Pasy— Augmentation ¢f the army by 13,000 men besides the Contingent— Retrement of tha
Cotmander-in-Chief, Sir I, Fane—3ir T, Keane nomlnated Generulizalmo of the Army of
the Indus—Lntrancaicte A Fghanistan—Rengal colupn--Reser vas —ombay colmnn lands
at ¥ ikkyr—Hostile aspect of Beinda--Want of IswmSeareity of € jssariat stOTesw
Demonstreiions on Bydrabad—Ameers agree {0 our termis—DRengal folatin reaches Rame,
and crosscs the Indus io Sukkur—Misundersiandings betwixt the Bengaland Bombay ¢o«
tumns sbont enmels—Colonel Dennie’s remonstrances on the iautility of the Shah's
JevieswCaptars of Kurrachee—Reserve left there—Ameownt of force at Bhikaepore in
Yebruary—Beagal troops aceend the Bolin Pass—Apprebensions on reaching Quettah—
Rumours of o retrent—Conducs of the Ehan of Ehelat-Sir A. Burnes's mission to—
Bresks bis agreemncnis—iWe resclve to dethrone him-~Extreme searcity of provisions—
“'reops on half rations for six weeks—Arrive at Coudsbar and enter it naopposede.
Progress of the Bombay ¢oluma—The Lukkee Fass—-Larkbana—The desert—Reach
Dodur—Kxoessive heat—Enter tho Belan Pass-—~Resch Quettah—Arrive at Candahar—
Adventures of Cologsl Dennie botwixy Shikarpore and Candabar—Force at—Condi-
tion of—Remain six weeks at Candaher-—Matrch op Ghwznie —Description of fortress—
Coonflicting necounts of cnemy’s forea—-Open fire of artillery on the walls of—Move
round from the Caudshar o {he Cabool side—Flan of altack of--Captain Outram'sz
aitack on the enemy's irregulars—Blaughter of the Ghazes prisoncrs—Preparation for the
attack-Successful explosion of powder-bags at the gate—8terming of the gate—Capture
of the fortress— Excellent conduct of our troops-widvance oa Cabool-Dost Mahomed
abandoned by bis troops—Caplure of his guna and baggage—~Puzrrait of, by Cupt, Outram
—Treachery ef Hadji Khan Kakur—The Irost makes his escape into Toorkistan—Keturn
of the pursulng party to Caboosl—The Shah emters Cabool..State Durbar for the purpesa
of vonferring the Doorandee Order, Dr. Bennedy's account of--Bengal colnmn quits Cas
bool—Progeeds By Jellalabad and Khyber, through the Punjaub, to Yerozepora—Bombay
golomn proceeds fo Ghuznie—Captudn Ontzam’s operations against the Ghilzies—Column
tokes the left of Candahar-~Reaches Quettah—Ounc portion descends the Bolan Paas and
yeaches Seinde—Loss by Cholera—General Willshize advances on Kuelst—Galtant eap-
ture of-—Slaughter at—Coaptaln Ontear’s adventnres—General Willshire descends the
Gundava Fass to Scinde-—Lord Keane's return to Bombay, and reception—dGeneral re.
fleclions—"Tronps required to ba left Ie Afghanistan —Opintons of the campaign enters
tained in Englend.

So soon as it becaise wanifist that nothing but a war on Lhe Jargest seale
would fully meet the views of the GovernorGeneral and his advisers, it
wasa reselved that thiis sheuld be comimenced in form next spring, as early as
the disappearance of the snow beyond ihe passes would permit. Rubjeet
Singh declining to suffer gur troops to traverse the Punjaub, our principal
rendezvous was appoinied to be Shikerpore in Scinde; our live of advancs,
by the Bolan Pass, Quettah, and Candaher.

During the preliminary diplowatic arrangements, which had oceupied
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from December, 1837, till August, 1833, military preparations had been ir
rapid progress, The Army of Endia, which had, since 1822, beea reduced
from an effective furee of 274,000, did not, in 1837, exceed the sirength of
196,000, exclusive of contingent or sabsidiary troops, {1) This was, before
tlie month of October in the following year, raised to 208,000 ;——an augmen-
1ation of ten men 1o each company {2} ordered on the 30th June, and a
sacond of similar amoaat on the 28th August, havieg given an increase of
18,000 men. (3) Bosides this, a force raised am-ngst the camp-foliowers
at the Company’s various frontier posts, officered fram the Lndian army,
and paid by the British treasury, vnder thie name of the ™ Shah’s Contin-
gent,"” added, before next midsummer, nearly 8,000 mea to the muster-
roll of the army : these, if oot very efficient, were as expensive as our best
drilled veterans. The encrease of our army, occasicaed by the Affghan
war, betwixe 1333 and 1842, amounted to 50,826 men.

Sir Henry Fane was at this time Commander-in- Chiel of zll India. He
ie sa1d ta have disapproved both of the principles of policy, and the asrange-
went of the details of the expedition; (4) aud viewed with great appre-
hension the prospeet of having our armies so far removed from their base of
eperations—our own frontier. The Commander-in«Chief was, besides, in
indifferent health and about to proceed to Europe : he had, indeed, retired,
and was suceeeded by Sir Jasper Nicholls, before the expedition returned

" 1, British Empireiz tho Eist, by Count Bjornstjerna, 1838.—Translated
by I Evans Loyd. Londen,; 1840. Vol i, p. 185, Ihefollowing is given by
this illusiricus foreigner as the sirengih of our armoies in 1837 :—

szaff, British....... .. 312 Broughit o¥eriee ee ..., IT,"76

CompanYy's officers of British b.lrl‘:h.“ 3416 Artillery train. . 1,393
Qificers of Hindoo Dirth,,cveey, sasesy B 418 Cavalry oove neee n W 14,529
Eungineer corps.. 3 3,408 Infautey .. oo ae +ee 194,281

Haraa srtiliery.. .. v . 1,022  Eurcpesn troops.'.. veunay 26,542
Foot  ditbOua i e v vecianss voraos 5,892  Medical Staff, v, .. 5,000

—_—

17,576 Totak..... .. 189,360

2. See General Order, Siinla, 30th Junce and 28th Augusty. -republished in
Bombay G. O. to the samwe effect, for the army of the Western Presidency,
July 1ath and September Srd.

5. Asiatic Journel, new series, second park, p. 328, for Dec, 1858, Fhe
edst of the Company’s militury establishment was in 1830 set dowa in the Par.
Hamentary papers al 9% miliions sterling. The ordina,ry annual Qharge of 3
sepoy regiment of 1000 men, every thing inclnded, is reckoned ai gsbout
£40,000 ;—that of a European regiment ab abont £30,000. Cavalry charges
are double thoss of infantry,

4, Letter fromn his son, published in the London Times of Bth June 1842 :—.
1 ans prepared to prove, if called upos, [says Uolonel Fane] that tho wili-
tary head in lndia and second wember of couneil of that country, did o
pose, or perhaps rather poiot out to the Governor-General, ihe extreme
danger of this wild and unmeasured expedition.”—“ He ensured Lord Auck.
liasd of tho snceess which did at first appear to attend us, but warned him,
that to waintain large bodies of troops in countrics so distant, and whick
s_eéfc? produccd food safeient .or the scanty population, was next to impos~
sible,”
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to India. {3) He resigned the command of the onward foree at Ferozepore,
and boa's were provided for bimself and staff te drop down the Sutledge
&nd [adus, (Keeping parallel with the marehing colomn} with the intestion
of rercalning at Bombay, (whieh he in fact did for several mouths after-
wards) but retaining the post of Commander-in-Chief in Indiz entil kis
siceessor should be appoiate] from home. The Governor.General, imme.
diately upon this resignation in December 1833, nominated Sir Joho Keane
to the chief command and direetion of the whele furee; a hrave and expe~
rienced officer, but head-strong, passionate, viodictive and dowmiseering,
thonglibold and determined {n action, From this period he was instracted by
the Governor-General togive bis own ordess to Sir Willonghby Cotton, whe,
as senior vfficer, succeeded to the gommand of the Bengsl colzmn as a
temporary measure, unil its junetion with the Bombay troeps. This also
gava the temporary command of a divisien to Major General Natt, and of a
brigade to Colonel Dennie. The liead—goarters of the Bengal colamn had
assenbled at Ferozepore, an outstation on the banks of the Sutlej, about
50 miles from Lahore, the capital of the Punjaub. The nearest course for
this budy to have pursned would have besn through the Saikh territory; by
which route a march of 330 miles from their eantonments would have
brought them to Peshawur; 200 more throagh the Khyber and ICheord
Cabnol passes and by Jellalabad, would have taken them at once to Cabool.
The diffienlties of this line have at all times been considered furmidable ;
no army save our own ever appears to have forced them. Nadir Shal, in
1739, paid £100,000 for the use of the passes ; (8) and the Khyberies and
Ghilzies who inhabit the adjoining wounntsins, have always been in the
kabit of regeiving from £4,000 to £8,000 a-year as black-mail, fron the
Deoorannes rulers, for free passages to kafilas to aud from Cabool. Yet the
facility with which Colonet Wade wade hia way, the following August,
from Peshawur te Cabool with 10,000 men, shews that when the nstires
zre Jiberally treated, and pradently dezlt with, and not previously sxcited to
hostility, their country may be traversed with comparatively little troubis.
The obhjections to this route, however, lay not in the pliysical difficulties
which presented themselves te our progress,—these have grown upoa vs as
we hiave becoms better acguainied with rhem. They were at the time sur-
mounted by the Shahzada Timour’s contingent, and were held eomparas
tively lightly of by offcers of experience. (7) The insurmenntable ohjec-

5. Narrative of the War i Affhanistan, by Capt. M. liavelack, H. M,
138 L, L, Yol, if, p. 173.

§. March aud Operations of the Army of the Indus—1840. Major Hougl,
te whem we shall have many cocasions of acknowledging our oblizations,
omits to quote his authority on this peint.

7. {Caplain Hivolock rensons this matter very ably : be gives the prefer-
ence to an advance by Dera-lsmael Khan—a little-kanown path over the
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tions of our aneient ally Runject Singh to the passage of so formidable a
foree threugh the centre of his country, sompelled us to take the western or
Bolan Pass routs, towarde which the Bengal column pow prepared to
march. By the beginning of December, the force on the Bengal side, just
mentioned as destined to proceed without delay to Scinde, amonnted to
9,500 men. A counsiderably larger number had originally been intended;
but intelligence of the retirement of the Persian army from Herat i the
ond of Septembery diminished the exigencies of the service ; and the intima-
tion which notified this, stated that, under these altered circumstances, the
command of the column wonid be assumed by Sir Willoughby Cetton, on
the march downwards to Shikarpore. (8) Besides this, a reserve division
of 4,250 men was stationed at Ferozepore uader Major-General Dugean,
A Seikh army of observation of 15,000 was agreed by Runjeet Singh to be
maintained at Peshawur, while the levieg of the Shahzada Timour, the
cldest gop of the Shah, amounted to 4,800 of the contingent, with 6,000
Seikh allies. This last was taken charge of by Lisut,-Colonel Wade, {9}
and moved on Cabool by the castern passes.

The Bowbay column, nader Sir J. Keane, kanded at Vikkur, on the
eastern bank of the Flujamry mouth of the river Indas, 50 miles ta the
right of the lown and fort of Kurrachee, betwixt the 20th and 28th of
November, (10} 'The Ameers of Scinde—fendatories of the Doorannes
Empire, with whom, for flie space of ten years, we had been on terms of
slliance (11)——had faithfslly promised to provide supplies and the means of
conveyance for our armies. On our arrival at Kurraches, so far from Gnds
ing that either the one or the other had been attended to, it was discovered
that they entertained the most jealous and hestile feelings towards us, and
had done all that they conld to obsirmet and annoy us on onr advance.

mountaing from Dejeral direct upon Ghozaie ; by which it was pretended
Genernl Noit's force wero, on a reeent occasion, ordered to return, IHave-
Jock wrote after retwrning to India by the Khyber route; and speaks diz.
paragingly of the Khoord Cabogl and Tezeen defiles, which at that time heo
had not seen, It is curicus that this officer should have had three times to
force his way through this series of passes—once on the mareh of Sir R. Sale’s
foree in Qectober 1841, and twice with that of General Pollock in Scptember
and October 1342.

8. General order quoted by Hough, p- 3, dated Seoret Department, De-
cember 4,

9. Captain, now Lieat. Colonel $ir, C. M. Wade, then political agent in
these parts.

10. Rough notes of the Campaign in Scinde and Affghanistan, by Captain
James Outram.—Campaign of the Army of the Indus;, by R. H. Kennedy, M.
D., Superintending Surgeen to the Bombay column of the force. The port
of Kurrachee, at which the Britisk force hag, since 1838, beon stationed, is 500
milos by sea from Lombay. A Lighthouse, and new canhioometits, have just
been ordered to Lo constructed, with a view of maistaining it as a permanent
possessions

11, Visit to the Court of Scinde, by James Burnes, M. I, K. If,, F. R. S
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While they coniinued to profess the utmost friendship for us, they began to
levy, en masse, their fighting men from seventeen to sixty years of age.
From 16,000 to 17,000 Beloochees occupied the Hydrabad side of the river.
So eager were these wndisciplined hordes to attack us, that it was said the
Ameets had to distribate from £50,000 to £60,000 amongss them to keep
them at peace. (12) Captain Outram, (who acted as exira A.D. C. to
Sir John Keane,) one of the most active, indefatigable, and adventurous
soldiers in the army, was dispatched withont loss of time to Cuteh, a sub-
sidiary state Lo the eastwar), with letters from Sir John-Keane and Colonel
(now Sir Henry) Pettinger to the Rao, His Highoess was the personal
friend of both, as well as ove of the most zealous and faithful supporters of
the British government to be foond among the princes of ladia, and bis
aid and infloence on this oceasion enabled Captain Outram to succeed
in collecting 2 censideralle snpply of e¢amels—a most seasonable help to
8ir John Keans, The troops which had disembarked at Vikkur 5,500
atrong, afrer varions difficulties and delays, advanced towards Tatla on the
24th December. They crossed an arm of the Indus by a bridge of boats :
the heavy baggage was traosporied in flat-bottomed vessels up the stroarm.
The climate here wag very teying for the native troops: the thermometer,
which rese to about 90° during the day, descending as low as 35° over
night,—a temperature, this latler, which nearly incapacitates the sepay, as
the former unfits the Burepean, for duty. {13) It biad ariginally been pro«

" posed that, for the sake of preducing a moral effeet, the army should
proceed up the river by boat; but this unwize project was aftorwards
renounced. lts extreme inexpediency was subsequently proved by the diffi-
culty experienced in providing boats for the transportation of the mere
ordnance stores of the army,—whatever was iransported by the river being
afterwards found an impediment and vexition. (i4)

The granaries had been plundered by the Beloochees, as was believed by
the sanction of the Ameers, At length, seeing that we could make our
way without their ald, acd In spite of their resistance, they agreed to the’
terns of the treaty proposed by us; having further pledged themselves to
supply us with whatever we reguired, on beiog daly paid for it. A tribute
of £280,000 having been set down as due by them to the Shah Soocjah, we,
ag his patrons, for the present compelled them Lo make payment to us of
£100,600 25 a first instalment of the long arvear. By the st February
they had duly professed submission, their army having, with much difficalty,

12. Quiram, p. 30.

13. Narrative of the Campaign of the Army of the Indug in Scinde and
Affgbanistan, in 1838-35—By R. H. Reunedy, M. ., Chief of the Medical Staff
‘of the Bombay Division.

14. Eennedy, Vol. i, p. 145.
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been dishanded by them. Their resolution on this point was probably .
stimulated by the fact, that while the Bombay eolumn was encamped withiv
two marches of their capital, the 8hah’s contingent, 6,000 strong—which
was the first to appreach the river at Shikarpore on their left, moved down
parallel to the line of Bir John Keane's upward advanee, and eccupied
Larkhana, whiie hait the Bengal eolumn moved upon their vight, the other
half standing fagt at Sukkur; se that they had in their immedfate neigl-
bourhood three armies, amounting in all to above 20,000 men. After a
congiderable halt at Tatta, gollecting camels and making other prepa-
rations, as well as garrying on negotiations with the Ameers, the force
moved on to Jerrnck, one of the strongest positions en the Indus, and
within two marehes of Hydrabad. Here it was that the Ameers were
desired to eommuunicate their final auswer to the terms proposed. They at first
resolutely refused their assent tothese, and Sir John Keane adopted messures
without loss of time to compel them 1o ¢ome in to our views, He dispatehed
messengers and additional guards down the river lo hasten np and protect
the heavy ordnange and ammanition, which would be required in the event
of an attack npon Hydrabad becoming necessary; whils the other demon.
strations from the foree above were directed as already detailed. The
Ameers seeing themselves in this serious prediesment—threatened with an
ateack upon their capital from all points, immediately gave in to all tha
terms proposed Lo them.

1t did not ceme within the plan for the campaign that Hydrabad shoaid §
be taken, ov the Ameers deposed : the instructions of Lord Auckland wers
very strong aud speeific va this point, and nothing short of an actual attack
on our troops, or positive refusal of the Ameers to come in to our terms,
would have justified the Commander-in-Chief in using forea 2nd attacking
their capital; it being thought that the cousequences of sueh a measure
might retard the ulterlor operationg of the campsign, and perhapa the
season be go far advanced as to render hazardous the march of the troops
through the Bulan Pass, and thereby delay the operations for a whole year
The resident, Colonel Pottinger, was most resolute in resisting all propaosi-
tions involving the idea of actual aggression, to which abundant provocation
had been given. The Governor-General was afierwards greaily plessed
with Sir John Xeane’s managemeat of the affair. (15) The brushwood
adjoining the camp having taken fire, during the halt at Jerruek, three
promising yousg officers, whe had been out sheoting, were burat to death,

On the 24th Jan, the Bengal column reached Rorze, oo the Indus; and on

15. We stata this en ihe authority subsequently referred to as unauestion-
able, although not named. An impression has hitherto vory generally pre-
vailed that Sir J. Keane was iu fault jo not baving astacked ]ﬁydrabad oI
;:Jt?xnlléz ?ere hin instructions more explicit : they were to the effect notified

2 WIE.
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the 27th erossed to Sukkar, on the left bank, by 2 bridge of boats,
Bukkur, a strong fort situated on a roeky island in the middle of the river,
was, after some delay, eeded to ue by autherity of the Amser of Khyrpaor,
Gn the 28th, a detachment of 5,500 men was dispatched towards Hydra-
bad, under Sir W. Cotlon, to act in concert with the army of Sir John
Keane, whose movements Liave just been given, zhonld the eonduct of the
Ameers have compelled active measures to be resorted to. The treaty had,
however, meanwhile been subscribed ; and, when seven marches on Lis
way, Sir W, Catton was, on the 6tk Febroary, ordered to retrace his steps.
The Bhah’s contingent Laving marched in a lige nearly parallel te that of
Sir W, Cotlon’s detachment, but on the western side of the river and at
some distance from fts banks, had weanwhile occcupied Larkhana some 25
wiles lower down, but on the sawme side with Shikarpore. Intimatioa
having been received that there was wo further occasicn for their services in
the direction of Ilydrabad, the two detachments reiraced their steps, and
roturned to. bead.quarters ; that on tle right bank ef the river having
crossed the Indus from Roree to Sukkur by a bridge of boats hetwixt the
13th and 15th, At Sehwan, Sir Henry Fane and Sir John Keane met by a
preconceried plan, and the meeting was snch as eould oet but gralify all
who saw it. The twe men embraced: they had always, it seems, been
upoa the most intimate and friendly terms, and wmeeting for the first time in
the east on such an occasion, and in stch a place, was full of fnlerest.

On reachiog Larkhana, Sir Johin Keane, in a general order, dated 10th
Marcl:, announecd to the troops of Loth presidencies the arracgements son-
sequent upon his assuming the 4;:(;1:!}1'nan.|l1 in obedience to the (xovernor-
General’s ovders, by which amunast other things Sir Willoughby Cottog,
as a matter of course, fell back to the command of his divisioo, General
Nott to his brigade, and Colonel Dennio to his regiment ; Major.General
Willshire to command the Bombay division, Blajor-General Thackwell the
cavalry division, aad Brigadier Stevenson, as senior officer, the artillery of
both presidencies, The troops of Bengal and Bombay to be guided as much, -
as possible by the regulations of their own particular presidency ; and the
ordera of the Commander-in-Chief intended for both to be issued throngh,
and signed by, Lieut..Colonel Macdonald, the Lepuly Adjutant- General of
Queen’s lroops, DBombay, avd seojor officer in the department of the
Adjutant-Generz] with the force, officiating zlso as Military Secretary to
his Excellency.

Sir John Keane gquitted the DBombay columr a few days afterwards for
ihe advance, taking as his escort a wing of the Ist cavalry, and one of the
16th Native Infantry. On reaching Dadur, be had his brst interview with
Iie Majesty Shah Sonjah and Mr. (afterwards Sir William) Macnaghten,
whese capap had reached that place the day before, and all moved on
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together through the Bolan Pase. The Shab’s camp continued during zll
the afior operations with the Commander-in-Chiefl

The Goversor-General employed Sir Alexander Barnes, Major Leech,
and seversl other officers to collect camelz, and was uwnder the impression
that when all should be congentrated at Shikarpore, they (including those
with the Bengal eolumn)} would amount {0 45,000; and this number, he
ivformed Sir John Kzane, should be distributed inte fair propertions
between the troops of the two presidencies and Shak Soojab’s contingent,
but not one hazlf this amount was ever coliected. The Bengal column,
which bad just arrived, took it for graoted that all the eamels were for
them ; and thought it extremely hiard that the Commander-in—Chief should
order any to be appropriated for the Bombay troops, or for the Shah: the
Bengal Commpissariat officers left at Shikarpore, in particular managed ta
evade every arder sest Lo them to dispatch camels to Larkhana, until Cap~
tain Qotram was sent there;, and Colanel Dennie, who was then in charge,
exercised his authority very properly on that point, At this time Colonel
Dennie was atiil in command of two native regimenis of Genersl Nott's
brigade, and thought it liard these troceps should be left there, and the
camels given up for raw levies of the Shah. On this point he addressed a
letter to Colonel Maedonald for the information of the Commander-ia-
Chief; and out of this has arisen an erroneous impression, as Dow ascer-
taiped, that Coloanel Deanie therelry inearred the dizpleasure of Sir John
Keane. IHis Excellency was himself completely of the same opinion with
Calonel Denule, but the Governar-General’s puliey and his orders were, 1o
send on the Shal’s contingent entire if possible. It seems Sir Joha Keano
at this period had 2 very high opinion of Colonel Dennie; that be thought
equally well of bim when he joined at Candabar; and up to the day after
Glinznie was taken, when, by a visit Colonel Dennie paid bim in Lis tent,
he greatly offeuded the Commander-in-Chief. (16) The reports, therefore,
whieh have gained such extensive eireulation, countenanced as they are by
hiz own letters since published, that Sir John Ieane bore enmity to Colonel
Dennie bofure the caplure of Ghuznie, are totally without foundation.
Sir Johs Keane felt himself bound te disapprove of some arrangements
made by Colonel Dennie, wiren he volunteered to take charge of a convey
from Dadar through the Bolan Pass, which included two troops of the
Shab's artillery, a great part of the material belonging to them haviog been
captured by bands of plunderers and robbers in the pass on that vceasion ;
but this ctreamstance made no difference in the feelings of the Commander—

. 16, We give this view of the case on the bigheal authorily : our own
impressions have, we confess, been hitherto different: we are happy to have
$535 opportunity of correcting them,



85

in.Chlief towards Colonel Depnie, who was a guest at Sir John Keane's
table, partaking of his hospitalities during the halt at Candahar.

A reserve foree of 3,000 men had been ordered wp from Bombay to be
stationed at Kurrachee. They landed near the town on the 3d February,
about 50 miles from the Hujamry mouth of the Indus, where the troops
under 8ir Jobn Keane had disembarked on the 27th November,

The fishermen on the coast had informed them that the fort wss one of
the strongest in Lower Scinde, and that it was defended by one of the
Ameers in persop, with an army of 3,000 men. Her Majesty's ships
Wellesley and Algerine, noder command of Admiral Sic F. Maitland, ae-
compapied ihe transports. [Her Majesty’s 40th having landed wnder com-
mand of Colonel Valiant, with some artillery, tho fort was levelled by the
first broadside of the men-of-war, and was within the hour in onr posses.
sion, without the troops having oceasion to fire 2 shot. The garrison
were captured in emdeavouring to make their escape, and wers found e
consist of no more than 20 wen! Cholera, which has since that period
proved so fatal to the troops stationed at Kurrachee, broke out soon after the
brigade was encamped, and carvied off many men ; togetler with Colosel
Thomas Powell of the 40tk regiment ; an old and experienced Peningular
officer, wmuch regretted. To veturn, however, Lo the armies now om
their march towards the mountains., It had been agreed that the Ben
gal division, for the sake of convenieney of carrying on baggage and
supplies, should mave ai some distance ahead of the Bombay troops,
which had not yst overtaken them, and by a line considerably to the
right, and that the whale =rmy should unite at Candabar. 1t was at one
time preposed that Sir John Keane’s force should ascend the Gundava Pass,
and take a line of route for a time forming an acwte angle with that the
others pursued, This resolution was, however, departed fron, from the
apprebension of obstructions which proved to be nmnreal. The descent of
Sic T. Willshire by this pasg, alter the fall of Kelat the following November,
ghewed its perfeet practieability. (17) The whole of the principal division, ~
which had been separated inlo three portions by the diversion on Hydrabad,
having, as already stated, been once more reunited on the 17th February,
proceeded towards Shikarpore, a large commercial town containing about
6,000 houses, and 30,000 inkabitants, on the edge of the desert, (18)
which Jnterposes ilself betwixt Seinde snd the fertile plains of Cutchee,
skirting the foot of the mountains; the Bengal 85th Native Infantry Trad
been ordered to stand fast at Sokkur till relieved, part of the treasure
having been deposited in the adjoining fort of Bukkur. Sir Willoughby
Cotton arrived af Shikarpore on the 20th February; the other portions of

t7. Kennedy, vol. ii.,, p. 157.
18, Hough, p. 33 —Bir Alexander Boraes®s Travels to Dokhara.
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the force having come in ia the course of the five preceding days, orders
were given to commenge the march towards the Bolan Pass without delay,
The fores nnder his immediate command, including the Shah’s contingent,
amounted fto about 15,000 fighting men, attended by about 0,000 eamp-
followers ; so that there were nearly 100,000 pecple to feed from the com-
missariat. (19) This was altogether independent of the Bombay division,
amounting to 5,500 fighiing men, with probably not fewer than 80,000
ecamp-followers ; so that the whole army betwixt Kurraches—whare the
reserve of 3,000 was stationed—and Dadur, just before we entered the
Bolan Pass, amounted to 27,000 soldisrs, and probably 125,000 czmp-
followers,—or nearly 150,300 in all. The Bombay camp followers prosid-
ed their own foed, and were not rationed by the commissariat. The
desort having been ercssed in safety, Dadur, at the foot of the moun-
taina 150 miles beyond Shikarpore, was attained by the 6ih March, the
Bombay troops being still nine marches, or nearly 100 miles, bekind,
Here sapplies began to run short, so that it was thought prndent to
put the nen-combatants of the Bengal eolams on half rations before
entering the mountain country. Yet they had scarcely left the terri.
tories of professing allies, and overcome no more than one-half of the
road to Cabool; they had hitherte lost little or nothing by pillage, and
never sncountered an enemy. Dador is, as already stated, the nearest
town te the base of that enormous ridge whieh, buitress.like, sup-
ports the table land beyond. The Jatter is here atiained by the defile
known by the name of the Bolan Pass—a terrible chasm which, in the
conrse of 70 miles, earries the traveller to a heieht of 5,637 foet above the
level of the plains below, which are here about 750 feet in height above the
ges, This pertion of the country is inhabited by the poorest and wildest
tribes, who live entirely by plunder—supporting existenee on the plainest
and seantiest fare. Fortnnstely, they offered oo opposition to our troops
till just about to quit the defile, when some skirmishing took place, by
which a few of our people were wounded. The excessive barrenness and
steepness of the line of march had caused the destrnction of 2 vast number
of horses and camels, and a considerable logs of private baggage. On tha
26th March the troope srrived, in safety, at Quettah, where a very short
halt was permitted thera, This s the eapital of the fertile valleys of Shawl
and Pesheen. It contalns a populziion of about 6,000 souls, The territory
was, in the reign of Ahmed Shah, made over to Kelat on eondition of cons
triboting a contingent of 12,000 men when the exigencies of the state

1. Hough, p. 3.  We give the above on the aathority of Major Hough.
We are pssured, however, by a member of Lord Keane's#taff, that the ¢amp-

followers must be prodigiously over-rated—28,000 only having been mustered
at Candahar.
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required it : it afterwards bacamse, along with Kelat, wholly independent of
Candahar, whose chiefs desired to keep it in subjection. We have jnst
seen how the expectations of the army had been disappointed in obtaining
supplies from the Ameers of Hydrabad and Khyrpoor; a more severe
source of wortification awaited therm in the pon-fulfilment of the promises
of Mehrab Khan of Kelat, whose dominioas hiad Leen traversed by us from
a little beyond Shikarpore to Quettah. 'The chief just named governed the
various rode tribes who inkabit the eastern pertion of Beloochistan. He
could boast 2 descent from seven princes; was a shrewd, brave, unsern—
pulous taler, who had never rought our friendship, or received overtures of
amity, till the march of our armies had begun, *' While the Doorannee
empire preserved the semblance of authority [says Massen), there wae,
agreesbly to the original treaty sconcluoded between Ahmed Shah and
Nasser Xhan, a Belooch force of one thonsand men stationed in Cashmere ;
and the Khans of XKelat had ever been attentive io the observance of their
engagements. On the dislocation of the empire, and after Cashmere had
been lost (1809), there was, of course, an end to the treaty, and, virtually,
of dependence.”” " 8o lorg as thers was a norninal Shah is the conntry,
858 i the case of the Shah Ayub, they professed a cartaia allegiance; but
whea, by the final partition of the remaants of the Doorannee empire, it
became pareelled into small aad separate chiefships, they no longer folt the
necessity of acknowledgiog the sapremacy of either.’ (20) In 1834, when
the Shah Soojab was defeated at Candabar, Melrab Khan gave him
shelter, and refused to deliver him up to his enemies. (21) In November,
1838, Sir Alezander Burnes (22) had beez dispatched to Shikarpore to
endeavour o obtain a treaty with him, binding himself to supply cur army
with sartiage and provicions so far as oor march lay through his covatry.
For this, the Khan was to rcceive a subsidy of £15,000 a-year during the
war, besides payment for the supplies; but was to be denuded of all his
independence, and a moiety of his territory, so soon as the Shah was
restored! He heid out as long as he could, but at length gave a hesi-
tating, reluctant, and appacently insincere assent. It was no wonder that
bs shonld have been concussed into this: an acrmy of 20,000 men was then
on i1z mareh, the whole of which was to pass through his territories—ons-
fourth of it Ly the Gundava roule, subseqnently abandoned,close to his

20, Journies in Beloochistan, Affghanisian, and the Punjaub, by Charlea
Masson, 8 vols: Bentley, 1842, vol. ik, p. 101,

21. Ivid, p- 162, Mr. Masson was the chief, ox rather the only, autherity
roferred to by Sir C. M. Wade, in support of the views afterwards adopted by
Lord Auckland in opposition to those of Sir Alex. Burnes,

%2, Sir Alexander Burnes was appointed Envey to Kelas and other states,
under Mr. Macnaghien's direcltionw General Netification by the Governor-
General, Simla, Octeber 1.
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eapital, All the historians of the eampaign agree that, had this last line of
march been pursued by the Bombay colams, Kelat would have been dealt
with at once, Mehlirab promised plentifuily, as most orienta), and many
Enropean princes, nader these circumstances, would have done; trusting
that the chapter of accidents would enable him to evade, or release him
from, a treaty which was acceded to under fear ar constraint, and which wa
had ne right whatever to impose upon him. Major Leech had been at
Kelat some months before (August 1838), urging the chief to supply us on
our march, The answer received at this time was such ss fo furnish but
little bope that onr wishes would be complied with, (28) 1t is important
to keep these things in view: the affairs of Kelat furnish two singularly
important episodes further on in our narrative; and nearly all the writers
of the time, apparently witheot searching into the facts, or seriously econ-
sidering the matter, coneur in condemning the Khan as guilty of seme
grievous piece of Ingratitude, or a gross breach of treaty,—well deserving
the vapital punishment afterwards inflicted on bim 1 Befose leaving Shik-
arpore the Kelat chief had desired us fo send people to take charge of the
stores he had provided for us, as Lie would not be responsible for their
safety. Oan spplying at Dadur for what we considered we had reason to
expect from him, less than one-tenth of what we looked for was foand to
have besn provided. (a the 24th March, Sir Alex. Buroes, with Lien-
tenants Stmpson and Paterson, went from Sir-i~ah on a further embassy to
Kelat, to endeavorr to reason ihe chief into terms. ** He appears [says
Atkinson] to l1ave had a morbid dread of the Shah Socjah; and conld not
be breught to promite ihat he would see him, without the assurance that
the British would stand his friende, and gaarantee hissafety.”” {(24) He
was informed that he peeded be under no appreheosion on that head,—that
be should held the territory dependeat on Cabocl, (25) on the same terms
28 in the reign of Anmed Shah, grandfather of the Shah Seejah, is the
middle of the preceding contury, He was, as fereerly intimated, proposed
to receive a subsidy of £15,000 a~year during the tontinuanee uf car army

23, Hough, p. 45, note :—“ I must say, [writes Hough,! he, i ¢, Major
Leech, was never very sanguine as to his keeping hig promise.”

24, Hough, p 73, note. The above ars nearly the words said to bave bheen
used by the Khan.

25. The Expedition inte Affyhaniztan.—by Dr. J. Atkisson, Superintending
Surgeon of the Bengal Diviston. The apprehensions here detailed wers, in
all likelihood, a feint to get rid of a peculiarly disasreeable arrangement.
The whele of the Kelat episode has been exeessively compressed. Our treat.
ment, of Mehrab Khan was, perbaps, the most tyrannous proceeding during
the campaign, We send an army of 20,000 men Jnto the eouniry—ask one of
the rulers t¢ supply us with the means of carrying on the war, which, if see-
cessful, rabs him of Lis power and independence—and then, when he en-

deavours to resist us, we attack asd plunder his capital, and kill himself and
his Chiefs ]

Lal
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in the direction of Khorassan, on condition of supplying provisions, ear.
riage, and escorts, to the extent of his ability; all of which were to be
separately paid for. Afier a good deal of shoflling and evasion, he at length
suhseribed the treaty, When it is copnsidered that, during the Bacukzye
rule, Kelat 20d its acquisitionsw—Quettah and Shawl amongst the reste
had been perfectly independent, his reluctance to acecede to a measurs
whose object was the restoration ta the throne a man who had treated him
with gross jngratitede, and who he hsted and despised ,—and that from
this must follow the lose of thie fairest balf of his country, and all bis inde-
pendence,—his aversion to cur advance, and reluctanve to assist rs, seemas
neither g0 marvellons nor reprehensible as the wrilers of the tire zppear to
regard it. The provisions werg at length promised, but were nol forth.
coming, and the paymeat never was required. (26) Burnes gives a very
minute account of ooe of his disemssions with this Chicf, in & letter to
Government, dated March 20, 1839, He said that *¢ Dost Mahomed was
a mun of resource and ability ; and though we could easily put Lim down
through the Shah Scujalts even in our present mode of procedare, we coutd
never win over the Affghau pation by it (27) ¢ Walt," said e, 1l
sickress overtakes your troops—till they are exhausted with fairigue from
long and harassing marches, and from the total want of supplies; wait il
they have drank of many waters ; and wait, toe, till they feel the sharp-
ness of the Affghan swords,” (28) ‘The Klan is said, on another occasion,
to have used 1hese ominous words :—'* You have brought an army into the
country, but how do you propose to tske it out again ?'* (29)—the very
expression which fetl from the Duke of Wellington, on the sam« subject, on

25, These statements are given on the autherity of Major Hough, who is
generally correct, though he does not guote his informmmt. He states that
Ligut, Simpson, one of ihe party, informwed him thas a plot had beea laid by
Mebrals Kian 1o murder them, whiell was ouly foiled by their sudden depar-
ture. 'Tlis is not¢ naticed in any of the Jeiters, either public or private, of Sir
Alexander Burnes,—who speaks of the Khau with great respeet: peither isit
g0 by Musson, to whem he was Intimately kinown 1 and we ligkl it, theretore,
ground.uss, as it certaiuly i3 eminently improbable,

27, This lecter was first published in the Bumbay Times of the 24k and 2Tth
Augast, 1842 Subseguentiy av greater leugth in the Caledoniun Mercury, (an
Edinburgh paper) 22d Oet, 1842, Beveral other ducm‘u'ems appear iu this
paper uot previously printed, 10 which we shall have cceasion to refer. Burnes
concludes Tis letier to Goverument by siating, in reference to the counsel the
Kelat Chict had offered as to the condutt ot the Shah Soojab—*‘ 1 agreed his
advice was sousd and good.” i

24 Atkinsom, p- 131, Dr, Atkinson’s bock contains far the fullest informa.
tion of ruy of wuxr printed amiborites on the Kelat weaty, His facis and
Iuferences, bowever, scemn ofien singularly inconsequentinl,  Ue givesjihe

_ above as evideuce of the councction of the Clief with Persia and Russial

¥9. We take this from Longh : itis not meutioned by Luarnes  The remerk-
ablc sagacity of the observitions of tlie who'e of the Afifhan Chiefs, as piven
in the oflicial papers, contrasts strikingly with the flimsy sophisiry of Lord
Auckland’s peliticals.
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the intimation of pur zdvance into the conatry having been made in parlia—
ment, (30) We never touk the army out of the couniry-their bones rest
in Affghanistan! 8ir Alex. Burnes rejoined the force on the 7th April,
without any satisfactory arrangement having been effected. “To retura
from this digreasion to the Bengal column, which we left at Quettah—the
Bombay column not having as yet euntered the Bolan Pass. On the 4th
April, Sir John Kesne having established his head-quarteras at Quettaly,
issued an orderin continnation of that promulgated at Larkhana, dated 10th
Mareh, by which Siv W, Cotton was directed te resume charge of the first
division, and General Nott of the second brigade, from which they had
been temporarily transferred on the 4th December, Colonel Dennie, who
liad been left in command of troops at Shikarpore, was vrdered to join his
regiment,—DBrigadier Gordon, commanding in Upper Scinde, succeeding to
his duties. The other details may be passed over for the present, So
searce aud dear had grain already become, that the camp-followers greedily
devoured the fried skins of sheep, coagulated bload, reots, or whatever elso
they eould precure, to save themselves from slarvalion, (31) With a
" march of 150 miles before thewn to Candshar, they were obliged to push on
5 far as Pesheen (25 miles) with only ten days’ half raticos for the mes,
and pone at all for the catile. {32) All communication betwixt the frenl
and rear divisions, mow 100 miles apart from each other, was completely
cot off by the tribes fu the Pass. A very unlooked for spirit of disesn-
tent had began o make its appeirance amongst the Bengal troops just
before Sir Joba XKeane took command at Quettah:. They had been on
half rations for some time before his arrival, and had permitted themselves
to believe that their situation was desperate. A political officer (Major
Leech, we understand) tendered his advice, in writing, to Sir Willough-
by Cottan, ameng other alterations, that a retreat towards Shikarporo would
be prudeat; this hanefal counsel got circulation tbrough the camp, and
was in everybody's mounth, and many had made up their minds that it must
end ie a retreat. 'The first act of Sir Joho Keane was, to desire that ne
officer or soldier should permit themselves to indulge in sueh nonsensical
and mischievous talk, asd De issued an order for a march forward the
neit morping. This confidence on the part of the bommanﬂer-—m~ciilef
seemed to inspire spirit ia all. The adeption of some prompt and stnngent
measure for the subsistence of the troops now becams isdispensable; and
as more than nine days' provisions for a fifteen days’ march could net ou
any terms be proeured, the fighting men were put on half, and the non~
combataats, w0 had been reduced to this ten days before, were bronght

30. Haneard’s Debates, February, 1839,
31, Hough, p. T4.
32, Quiram, p. 62,
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déwn io quarier rations (33)meof, as Havelock calls it, famine sllow.
ance. (84) Op the first march towards Candshar, sixty of the artillery
horses were shot, to prevent them from falling into the hands of the enemy,
«wno mote food for them being procurable, In the course of seven days,
116 cavalry horses dicd from the effects of starvation; and of ealing
4 poisonous weed often mixed with the grass which was gatherod : and, bow
twixt the 5th April and middle of June, this arm of the gervice was nearly
disabled for want of food ! Nire hurdred camels had died in the course of
ihree mouthel (85) Xt is needless to follow, in detail, the footsteps of the
troops en their march to Candahar—a distance of 150 wmiles, which oven-
pied them till the 6tk April. They fonnd some supplies of forage, as well
as live-stock, on the way—ss welcome as unlocked«for, which con.
siderably relieved the pressure of their necessities. They were incessantly
harassed by the predatory tribes, whe, without venturing to amtack them,
omitted no opportusity of committing the most avdacious acts of robbery
on their baggage. Thesze were, on most occasions, pursued, and on mavy
cveriaken; and, when capiured, were bapged or shot—ovo guarter being
©n any occasion given them. On the 26th April the head-guarters of the
army reached Candahar. (36) The Beogal column had traversed a distanes
of 1,000 miles since quitting Ferozepere ; the nov-combatants had been on
kalf or on quarter rations for the preceding 48 days; the fighting men,
with the cattle of all arms, on lLalf rations; the cavalry and light artillery
borses had had no grain for 26 days, snd were at length found unfit for
duty,—in whieh atate they continued for rome weeks after their halt. (97}

‘We must now return, however, and trace the propress of the Bombay
column; which, when the Bengal troops entered the Bolan Pass, was nine
marghes in the rear, but had now so far gained on the advance as to be in
the Xofjuck Pass, 60 wiles behind, when the head-guarters of the grand
army arrived wnder the walls of Candahar,

On the forward moversent, just afier the demonstration opposite Hydra-
bad, betwixt the 4th and 10th February, the Bombay column kept along
the westarn bank of the Indus, costinuing to approach the range which
divides Lower from Upper Scinde at the Lukkes Fasa, Here 1,000 men
were, for four days, employed in cutting a road along the face of the pre.
cipice which overhangs the river, and i dragging up the guns and heavy
baggaze. Having experienced some ineonvenience in eonsequence of an
order which, having been misunderstood, caused the baggage to separate

23. Atkipzon.

34, Havelock, vol. i, p. 255.

35 fbid, p. 298,

36. Haugi, p- 98. Havelock, p. 298.

37. Kennedy. vol- 1., pp. 188 to 209, gives 2 very lively atd graphic acoount
of the march of the Bombay column i1l it fell, at Dadur, into the routs of
that which preeeded it,
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into several portions, and some slarm in crossing the Aral, a large artifeial
canal, where the pontoon bridge was threatened to be earried away by a
premature inundatiom jw.thbey, on the 8d Mareh, reached Larkhasa, the
pest alréady deseribed ag¢ having been cecupied by the Shab’e troops on
their descent from Bukkur to assist in hastening the resolves of the Ameers.
In the plan of operations for the campaign, cpe brigade at least of the
Bombay troops was ordered to be left on the banks of the Indus, to ba
distributed ag might be found necessary, and such portions siationed at
Sukkur and Shikarpore; and along the Iine te Dadur, as mizht be deemed
proper to keep up the communication with the brigade of Benzal troops
above the Bolan Pase, at Quettah, and the advance—ihree native regiments
woder Brigadier Gordon, were, therefore, selested for the purpose, Indeed,
It would have been almost imposeible to have taken them on for want of
carriage. 'The remainder of the Bombay column, then reduced to 3600
men, twoe-thirds European and the other patives of India (ist Cavalry
and 1%th Bombay Nactive Infantry) moved on, They erossed the desert
by a forced march of 30 miles on the 16th. A person sent to exs
plore the Gundava Pass, retorned and reported it impracticable. Had
it been threaded a3 waz intended, it wonld have gatried the foree closo
by Ielat, and ont of the already impoverished track of the leading
division. It does not appear how the reporter came to the conclusion
Just stated : that it was an erroneona one, appeated the following November,
by the facility with which it was traversed in the opposite direction by our
troops. QOa the 23d March, Sir John Keane, with his staff, escorted by 2
detachment of Bombay light cavalry, quitted the force, and after joining
Shak Soajah at Dadur on the 28th March, arrived, as already stated, at Lia
c¢ommand ot Quettah on the 4th April.  He was succeeded in ebarge by
Sir T. Willshire. (33) Mehrab Khan, whose actual hostility towards us
hiad scarcely souglit to eonceal itself by so much of the ssmblance of friend-
ship 28 to mislead any one, even when in the zct of iresting with us,
appears to have urged tho tribes along the line of oar march to practise
évery species of annoyanes agalost us; a systems which needed little stimu-
Jant amongst the predatory hordss, who have, from time immemoerial, sub-
sisted almoslt entirely by plunder. In an intercepted letter addressed to a
hiil chief, of a date subsequent to that of the treaty of the beginning of
April, he is reparted te liave written—'* What is the use of your treaties
and your arcangements # all ehild's plsy. There is no relief but io death:
no eure but in the destraction of the BEnglish: Their heads, goods, and
bodies must be sacrificed. Streggthen the Pass, Call on all the tribes to
harass and destroy.” (39) How nearly this system had proved successful,

Jo—

38. Keunedy, ut supra. . . .
39. Atkinson, p. 132.—Though both Major Hough and Dy Atkinson furnish
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nader the very impetfect shape it assumed, we have already seen: hail it
been carried out as jast suggested, the eampaign would probably have
closed shart of Candehar.  Orders had been given to withheold all grain
from vs in Culehee; and 1he most annoying system was that of rifling the
leiter—bags, so that, from the end of Mareh till tha troops reached Caboot
in August, the safa arrival of not a single packet conld ever be depended
on. (40) Nomberless exeentions occurred in consaguetce of thig very
vexatious specics of molestation ; but it does not appear tn have, i any
degree, decreased with Lthe deaths of a few of the culprits. CGu the 8th
April, the now Jiminished column, having suffsrel grievously from exces-
sive heat—the thermometer often standing as high as 10#°—reached Dadur,
and found Major Grifiths in chatge of the depot of the Bengal commis-
sariat. Stores baving been received fromy Shikarpore, the whole of the
froops had eniered the Bolan Pezss by the 12th. The thermaometer waa
110°; but could they have barne fire by thinking on the snuwy Caucasus»
the acaounts they received of & snow storm whieh had been experienced just
above the Pass a few weeks befure would hiave relieved them, On the 20ih
they reached Quetial, baving, on thelr progress through the Pass, escaped
molestation frem the-enemy till near the conclusion ; a rather sharp aitack
was made upon Wiem ia a very esposed position, but oceasioned nothing
more thaa the loss of zome baggage and three or four men: the luss of
furly—ni:é camel-loads of grain, with five horses killed, was the heaviest of
our casnalties, (41) During the march from Dadur they had been eon-
siderably annoyed by the stench of dead eamels, and multitndes of unburied
bodies of the enemy left belind aleng the line of the advanee of the first
division. General Nott, with the second brigade, and a considerable force
of foot artiliery, had been left behind at Quettah io keep open the tom-
munication with the rear. Ilere, a large amounnt of camel-men deserted.

facts suflicient to illusirate the charactor of the chief, as well as to prove the
sagacity, if not the honesty, of the sysiem proposed 1o be put iu forge, ueither
of thew srom to compreheond the drift of sheir own statementa ! They speak of
Melrab Khan as a weak-minded traicor, well deservinge the punisbment ivtliet-
ed on Lim, beeanse he promised but did not fulfil thas which he dared not
refuse, bug might well withtiold ! Major Haveloek and 8ir A. Burnes give him
due eredit for talent and sazacity. .

40. Keunedy speaks of this as having been done in sheer wantonness of
misehief. This is imprabable : it 13 easily acecunted for by the wish of in-
terrupting communjcation—by retarding dispatehes—a motive which has been
held 10 legithmatise this species of annoyanco jn every war, Masson gives par-
ticulars of matters of this sort, when he and Loveday were prisonersin the
hands of the Brahoes in Auzust 1840—seo Masson’s letter dated Quetiah, Dec,
24, 1840,—published in the Bombay Timss, March 13; and Swmmary, April 1.
Dr Kennedy mentions that the Khan had been sent monies as bribes, and re-
ceived all he got: we cannot discover any evidence whatever of this in any
quarter. All the other writers agree that he was promised a subsidy,—but
he never earned, nor, so far 23 we can perceive; obfained any.

41. Outram, p. 68.
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The sudden clange of climate which, in the conrse of ten days, had
elevated their position by mnearly 5,000 feet, and lowered the temperatnre
from 96° or 104° to 80° and 58° preduced a slight, but almost universal,
though transient, attack of dysentery. Nothing of any note, further than
what lias just becn mentioned, oscurred till they reached Candabar, whers
they atrived, by rapid marches, on the 4tl: May, and found the Beogal
treops, who bad been there since the 26th April, ‘
Befure proceeding to examine the state of affairs at Candabar, we must
record & notable adventure of an ofiicer already well known ta fame through
forty years of distinguisked military service ; and whose name, from this
date to the close of his honourable carear leadiog the van at Jellalabad on
the 7¢h April 1842, oecnpics 2 consplenons place in the narrative of the con-
flicts which from this time, on to the memeorable close of our connasion
with the conntry three years and a-half afterwards, continged almost
without inlermission. ‘The party just referred to was Lieutenant Colenel
Dennie, of H. M. 18th Light Infantrs. 132 had heen left in command of
the zecend brizade, consisting of the 3)st and 42d Bengal Nutive Infantry,
ordered 10 remain at Shikarpore till means of coaveyance should reach them
from Moolizn and the Punjaub : this was a lemperary arrangement, whicl
ceaseld on the remodelling of thie aummands. The reserve stores amid caur-
riage were here put under his charge ; while he was, at the same time, en-
gaged in organizing a portisn of the raw levies directed toform the $hah's
comingent. (42} No sooner hiad Hesd Quarters got avove the pass, than
the whole of the cawmelz, liorses, and means of conveyanee were wichidramn
from Shikarpore, Colonel Dennie remonstrated ; but in vain : be comsplain.
ed that he had neither been left hands or foet {43)—neither the weans of
defeuce or escape. IRemonsirance, iowever, was uselcss, andin this help-
less state he remained at Shikarpore till theend of Marcl. Captain Stock-

42, Coloncl Dennie’s letters, 9th March 1838, and 2ith Nov, 1840, As we
shalt have frequent ogeasion 1o refer to these papers, we may state that tuey
cousist of aseries of letters to friends in Bombay, not innediately meaut tor
pubiicarivn, but of which tse writer stated that any use might ke made which
was desired. provided he was not in his military eapacity commitied with bis
superior officers. A number of theae were publislied either in subrtance, or
i the shape of arteles, during bis life, withoni the aathor being referred 10,
and the procesding was, we have every reason to believe, ighly approved of,
When his death removed all persounal objestions 1o their appearing in the
form in which they wore written, u selection nade from them was pablished in
the Bembay Times during the wonth of April. They form haporsunt historical
docmnents on Imany points where owr information was defeclive. & simiiar
serics of letters, rather of an eatlier date, was unblished in the Dublin Uai.
versity Magazue for Sepiember and Qeiober 1842, A pumber of unpublished
Letlors from LUE Sanie QUaricr are in the prosent writer's hatds @ they zlso bave
oceasionally been drawn upon, and are marked MSY. papers.

43, Letter dated €abool, 13th april 1811, e have given nearly the
whole ot the letter. :
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ley of tiie Bombay commiszariaf,liad, io the mean time, while on his way
to Dudur with eattle, grziu, and stores, been surrounded and shut up in
the fort of Janneedeera by the Beloochees ; 250 of his camels had been
captared, and sumbers of his people bad been ent up. (44) Securinga
few treasure camels, the only eattle Ieft him, with 200 sepoys he marched
to the rescue; and, after a rapid mazeh of 150 miles, one-third of it acroes
the desert, he succeeded in saving the convey, snd delivering it safely
over to the eemmisgariat depot at Dadur. Al intercourse betwixt tho
treops above and those below the pass had, as before explained, been cut
off by the Beloochees. It was here, in the middle of May, that be first
tearned of the Queltah General Order of the 4th of April, already advert-
ed to, erdering him tfo join bis regiment, vow on its way to Candabar. Al
Dadur, Captain Andersos, cemmantdiog two newly raised troops of the
Shali's Horse Artillery, with tumbrils, ammunition waggons, &e., amonnts
ing to 50 carriages, elained Colone] Dennie’s protection through the Bolan
Pass. Opposed in like manner by a numerous enewy ihe greater part of
the way, wilh horses ihzt conld pot draw,and boys that conld not ride—
compelled to halt every alternate day in this mountainons and rucky defile,
they were destitnde for several days of all powder, and their casualties in
killed and weunded were necessarily incressed by men dying of apoplexy or
going mad from heat. With all these obstacles to be overcome, the de-
tachment was brought in safety to Quettah with astonishingly little Joss,
From Quettah, Colonel Dennie, with this insignificznt force, augmented
at Dadur by the sccession of five companies of the Beagal 371th N. L, tock
eharge oftreasure Lo Candahar, a distanee of 1 50 miles, the Kajjuek Pass
intervening. With this he arrived io safety, (45) and joined the head-
guarlers of his regiment en the very day appointed.

Having thus brooght our nareative 1o the point where the whole of the
elemenis of the grand army were assembled at Candahar, we may be per-
mitted shortly to review the general aspect of the military arrsngements of
Sir J. Keane at the opening of & campaign which, up to thiz date, conld
scarcely be considered a8 begnn, The troops had marched te the baitle.
ground, but had hitherte met with Do opposition @ they were now about to
engage io combat. The army which had assembled at Candshar, by the
6th of May amounted 10 10,400 (45) fighting wen, of whieh the Bengal

44, Letter io Major Henderson, Cfficiating Military Auditor General.—Ca-
bool, 24th Nov. 1840,

45. Letier o Major Henderzon, «t sup. He saye in a published lelter of
the 13th Aprd 1841, *< ] bave always esusidered that duty the meost arduous,
if ot the wost meritoricus, whick fell to my lot fn Affighanistan.®

44. In all numerical matiers we have taken Major Hough for our guide. 1lo
gives no acconnt of the Contingent in his muster roll, dated Candabar, 1st
June, This suthor is one of those whem every body copies, and no ore com-
wends. As a store-house of exact siatistical facts, his work is invaluable ; but
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celumn supptied 6460, the Bombay division, last arrived, 3940 ; these were
exelusive of the Shah's Continzent, of whose exact streugth,'at this date,
wes are not informed, bat which probably brought the furee up to 15,000,
Tlie followers at Candaliar amounted in all to 28,653, of which more than
half wetra on the muster-roll, and a.l Jdepended on the commissariat, Thess
were atliended by about 4000 horses and bullocke, and above 10,000 ca-
mels. It was eomputed, that from Shikarpore about 500 Beloochees had
been slain Ly us ; our own loss amonsting to about 40 or 50 men, with about
500 horses, besides 900 cawnels, and & large quaatity of bagmage.

'The Shah's Contingent constituted a Jeseription of force to whicl weshall
have such frequeal cecasion to refer, that we may hera give a short notice
of its origin, expense, and uses. [t consisted of six regiments of regolar
infantry, two of cavalry, two troops of hovse artillery, a corps of zappers
and miners, and a mountain train, besides five lacal corps of irregulars.
‘These amongst them mustered about 18,000 fighiing men, paid and officered
by the Goverament of Indis, (47) at an cutlay of abouk half a millien an-

it is so dry, and so eevercly statistical, that i forms ralber uninteresiing
atudy by itself. Insaying this mmuch, we most readily ackmowledgo the exient to
which, on ke preseni and innumcrable ether occasions, we have heen indebied
to him. Hough states in his journaly p. 165—¢ The British force then present
at Candahar (8th May) was aboat 9000 men, and there were about 3000 of (ho
Shal’s Contingent, Lesides some Atfghan eavalry.” We are unable exactly to
vecongile the two statements, but have agsumed 15,000 as the gross number.
47. The following abstract of the charges of the 8hah's army was supplied
us by a Cabool correspondent of 27th Scpiember, 1541, whose name is un-
Lkuown te us, bubk who, we have reason $o believe, held a high otlicial appoint-

ment .
Paid by the Indian Governmenr!, Rujees,
B Regimecnts of infantry of the ling yeariy v oo e o T1,92,000
1 Kohistanes Corps ..... 78,060
1 Khyber Gorps «u.vuvues 78,000
I Jezailehee Corps.. .. .. 490,600
48,600

1 Bolan or Rakor COrPS cseeesvnroaastss yussos v usng ansisy 45 sasasorsnsn
2 Regulac Cuvaley Torps (50000 moathl¥) o vovvrvrasnisnsarrrie, sene 600,000
I ALCHUEZIE O, v cecriavinds oe o s s gn db cdthdmcr o va drrr i mr T ihry A
2 Troops Horse Artillery .. .... carmertssceannorairnnnoarrsannsans 114 GOO
1 Company Mountain Train ...... e bese radess mase Be 54,400
I Corps of Sappers and MineIs,.. « vevereree rosnenesineen sareorreas o 1,206,000
General Stafft=—r! PBrigadier, 1 Brigade Major; 1 Judge Advocate, 1
Buperintendent of Cavalep, 3 Cavairy Ofeers, 1 Artitlery Officet)—
500 F0BLhEY suss wr v core saverva v aret v re ct s brrd sermsr savsrraran ;14,000
Medicul Deparbment—{1 Burgeon, 5 Assistaat Surgeons)e e cave wn e s 60,006
. Daid by the Shak,
4 Repiment: of Jan Baz, 1 Battalion of Artiliecy Guards. Mot paid by
the Compuny, and therefors ske real cost unlown, but estiroated at  6,00,000
Totul, 28 labiss— 98,14,006

L T

Add &d for pension, half mountings, and eontingencies .vuvvevesvee - 9,58,000

Add Commissaciat Departiment, ab 60,000 monthly o v e uicnsicn cese 7,830,000

Grand Tutad  44,72,000
1 ucod not mention that the amount for pensions, half mountings, and contingencies, 1s ver,
uneertuin g L take it ut 938,000, which, if not now, it will be at oo distant day. Totul, £447,20

stecling. f
Major Hovgh gives their numerical strength as kigh as 13,080 men, includ-

ing the Affghan and Kohistan levies of 4000, raised subsequent to cur arvival
at Cabool.

™
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nually, their pay alone amennting to £280,000 ; the regular portion of
them ¢onsisied entirely of men of Hindeatan. (48} The reason why this
body of raw lovies should at the first juncture have been added toa couple
of well appointed armies, already adequately sirong for the performance of
the task preseribed to thern, is not explained. QOur ideas of the then prospecs
tive objects of the camapaign are still so imperfect and obscure, that it would
be rash te pronocunce an opinionon a pizes of policy which seems eminent-
1y unwise and inexplieable, and in reference to the objects of which na one
kas ventured to offer any information :—it was disapproved of by Sir J.
Keane, and censured by the highest military authorities, The only colour-
able prefext is that suggested by Colonel Idennie in his offieial letter to
Col. Macdonsald, that * it was in the vain hope ol giving plausibility to the
fiction that the Shah was enteriog his dominions surrounded by his own
iroops,—wlien, in fact, it was too notorious to escapo exposure; that he had

Hough in his preface, gives thefollowing as a recapitulation of the numeri-
cal sirength of the force at the commencement of the campaign i —

Ry way of Candohar, Bengal and Bombay columns, 13,030 ; 8hal’s contin-
gent, 6070 ; total, 19,100, At Bukkur, under Brigadier Gordon 2200 ; reserve
at Rurrachee, 3050; reserve at Ferozepore, 50(0. ‘The Shabzada Timour's
foree and Seikh contingent, to act by way of the Khyber Pass, 10,886. The
whole force amounting to 40,185. 'The difference betwix: this statement’ and
that already given from the same quarter, is pot explained. The force left in
Aﬂ'.ghanista.n and Scinde amounted to 20,000 men, with from 70 to 80 guns.
This was gradually raised up to nearly 25000 men before the insurrection
broke out. It is well to keep this in view, becanso it has been urged in-
numerable times, thaf we stripped the couatry of troops before it was quicted §

The subjoined from Major Hough's preface, gives us the details of the
Shahzada’s force :—
Shabzada Timoor's foree, under Lisut.-Colonel Wade. Ligut. J. D, Cunning-
ham, Bengal Engineers, Mily, 8ecy, and Folitical Assistant.
Artillery.—Two 24-Prs. Howitzers and two 6-FPrs. {(and 20 Swivels)

under Lieut. Maule, Bengal Artillery, . g . 4
Golundauze, . . . o d o 5 . . . .
British,—2 Co.’s 20th (Capt. Ferris) and 2 Ca’s 21st N.I. (Capt.
Farmer)s . . . . . . . . . . . 320
Cavalry.—Mahomedans armed with swords; shields and matehlecks
400—ircgulara 600, . . . . . . . . 1,000
Juzzailchees (rifles), 320. Infanbry (matcbleclks). Regulars 3 Bos
(683)—2,040, lrregulars 820 (under native commandants,) . 5,180
Affghans, . . . .. . C e e e 100
Piomeers, . . . . . . . . . . .. 200
. Total, . 4840

British officers with these troops and commanding parties, Licui. F. Macke
sony 14th ; Lieut. Rattray, 20th, Political Assistant; Lieut. J. G. Caulfeld,
G8ih ; Lieut. Hillersden, 53rd Bengal N. I, and Dr Lord, Political Assistant
to Lisut.-Colonel Wade, Bombay cstablishment; Dr Alezander Reid, Bengal
extablishment, in medical charge.

48, See letter of Colonel Dennie to Colonel Magdonald, D, A, ., Shikarpore,
March 9, 1839, ‘We have as usual given nearly the words of tho letter.
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not a single sulject or Affighan amongst them,—his army beicg coma
posad of camp-followers from the Company’s military stations,” (49) Woe
can hardly suppese but that it was intended to leave the contingent bebind
us as constituted—that is of Hindoo sepoys, commanded by British officers
and paid by the Company ; and yet if such was proposed at the time of the
publication of the Simla proclamation, the writers who stated that so
soou as the Shah Soojah was established on his throce, ihe Birftish army
would be withdrawn, were gunilty of embadying as gross an equivecation
in a Goverument prociamation as ever atate paper contained ! To returo
from these digressions, which bave heen considered necersary for the full
elugidation of this portion of the narrative, the reader will recollect that
we bave now arrived at that period whean an army of 15,000 British soldiers
having encamped around Candabar, the Shah Soojah was prepared to
enter the western capital of the Doorannee enipire—a city containing a po-
pulation of from 69,000 to 100,000 inbhavitagts.

On the approach of a force so perfectly overwhelming, the three brother
Sirdors, who hadfor a perivd of 12 years maintained Caadahar, fled with
their families and about 200 followers to Ghirisk, 3 small fortress on the
viver Helmund, 80 miles distant, which formerly belonged to one of the
other brothers, latterly to themselves. They left their eapital an the 24th
April. ** Antecedently to the oceupation of Candzhar,” says Major Have-
loeks ¢ they might by timely submiasion hiave received at the hands of the
British government a comfortakle prosision and bonourable asylum in
Hindustan ; they havs now no resource left but flight into Persia.’”” Whe
doubts but ihey made thie nebler choice ? It wonld behumbling ware it not
tidieulons now talisten to the tone in which the conlemporary narratives of the
Affzhan war are written.  The maest najustifiable acts of tho Indian govern-
ment figure as warthy of all admiration ; the bold freedom of thooght and

49. Leiter dated Shikarpere, Oth March, 1839, addressed to Licut. Colonet
Macdonald, Military Secretary to Lord Keane. We haveso far given the
words of the letter as they stand. The following are further extracts 1= 1
eammot but lament, in common with the whole joree, that two regular and
disciplined armios, broughs from so great a disfance with somuch ditticulty and
eosty should, at the very moment of united action, be thus maimed and dis-
membered merely for tho sake of keeping together a mass of raw levies like
tho Shal's contingent, whose earriage and supplies would suffice for the Pen-
gal and Bombay divisions; and who would agaln be much better cmployed in
being left here for formation and instruction, wheress io their present state
they must prove worse than worthlees in advance. ¥ * A necessary evil
which has arisen out of ihis has been the effort to eatablish the efficieney of
one part of the army at the expense of the other,” &e. These observations
were as sound as fairly pul, and their justice was heartily concurred in by the
Cotnmander-io-Chief. But (be Government of India on this oceasicn desired
no advice oo military matters from the officers in its service : Sir John Keane
Ienew this, and be troubled them with none, but executed what e was ordered.
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action manifested by the Affghans, whose analogies in our liistory are senrces
of our highest and pnreet national pride; are spoken of by English officers as
pieees of fatuity wholly unaceountable! The Shab was anstous 1o have made
his troops pursue the Sirdarg, and bring them back to eamp : the more conside-
rate Envey liaving, without success, endeavoured to make terms with them
and secure their snbmission or friendship, and fearing that the treatmant
they might receive from any onc under the immediate anthority of the so-
vereign might not be altogether consistent with English justice or'genero-
sity, dispatched Brigadier Sale, on the 12th May, in porsuit of them ; whao,
hawever, en approaching the Helmund, found that they had continved their
flight without interraption to Meshid in Perela. (50 The chiels bail been
driven to the slternative of seeking exile rather than attempting resistance,
by the treaclhiery of o#is of their number—Hadjee I{han Kakar, who had de-
serted them, and shortly afterwards displayed similar treachery to us. They
proposed before ihis to have posted a body of cavalry to opprose us at the foat
of the Kejjuck pass, but had not carried their intention into effact. (51) This
arrangement, if conducted with the most ordinary skill, might have becn
sulficiently inconvenient for us, considering tlo strength of the position and
the crippled condition of the monnted portion of our troops.

On his approach to Candabar, the Shah appears to have been received in
a very feiendly spivit by the populace. It was with the ehiefs he was unpo—
pular; and they had quitted theiz country when they fonnd their joability
to defenud it. Up to this period the King kept in the rear of the Dritish
Troops. “‘As we drew pear to Candzhar,” says Sir William Maonaghten
in a letter to Government of the 24th April, * at every huadred yards of
our progress we were met by bands of well-mounted and well-armed men,
all tentlering their allegiance to his majesty ; whilst the peageable inhabitants
of the city assembled inecrowds and manifested tieir joy at the Shah's re-
storation, io the most unbounded terms"'(52) ¢ On the merning of the
a4th April the king approached Candahar, but witheut ahy intention of
entering the city. The searcity of watasr compelled his majesty to proceed
within three miles of the walls. "This, atall events, was the excuse for
passing to the front, and leaving the British army io the rear. The king
was in advance of his own troops. The merning had scareely dawned when
parties of liorse were descried; they were soon asceriained to be frienils
come to pay homage to their sovereign. They galloped up, dismounnted,
drew up in line, prayed ta the king, who welecomed them, and then fell
into the rear of the procession., One standard after another succeeded,

B0, Atkineon, pp. 169, 160,
51, Kennedy, vol. ii., p, 248.
52. Tr Kennedy.
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and ero his majesty enteral the city he had been joined by 1500 well-monnt-
ed, dressed, and caparisoned horse. On his majesty’s enteriag into the
city, tliete eouid not have been less thae between 60,000 snd 70,000 persons
present.”’ (53)  Afier they had visited the shrine containing theshict of the
prophet; and prayed at his grandfathet’s tomb, the party returnad throagh
the city awidst nniversal demonstrations of loyalty and respect. These
emutions must either have been shallow, insingers, or of very transiemt
tlaratien, The Shah had not been six months seated on his throne, when
diseontent and insurrection made their appearanee, which, in this guarrer
uever was subdued while we remained iz the country. Oa the 25th, the day
following that on which so favourable a reception had been given toa chance
visit, bie took possession of his western capital in form. On the 8th of May
the whole of the British army was drawn outin review order, by desire of the
soveroign, to malce a display of our stesagth ia the eyes of lis subjeets, and
celebrate his restoration to his throme, ©* The king was surronnded by his
loving subjects, (says Zieutemant Fame,) and ragamuffin goldiers, bunt by
very few men of rank or consequence”(54) Nothing eould hiave appoared
better than thie whole array of people, but from fear or dislike of the Shah,
few, if any, men of influencein the country were present. Itis needless to
give the details of the Shah's lovee, with the other regal ceremenies, by
wliose means it was hoped to give the phantom tho authority of 2 king.  The
wedern ¢ty of Candahar is comprised within a fortificatics, three miles in
cireumference, forming an irregular oblong squars, surroandel by a diich
24 feet wideand 10 degp, The wall just within this is 27 feet in height, and
fromy 14 to 20 fwet thick. It has six gates, allat this time in bad repair.
The gateways are defended by six double bastions, and there aro 5% lesser
bastions distribnted *aleng the face of the wall. Thera are foar leading
streets rooniog from north to seuth and from ovst te west, zod ireeting in
the centre in a large gircular spage 5} feot in diameter, ang covered in by a
dome. This forms the principal market place, where the chief merchants
reside.

Yhen we arrived at Candahar iz April, the erops were in process
of rapid vegetation. We still clang to the hope that Mehrab Khan
would supply us with cattle and provisions; and as forage was becoming
roore plentifnl as the seazon advanced, though the means of transpoert were
rather falling off than improving, we buog on from week to week till the

¢ 53. Letter from an officer of the Bombay force, published in a2 Bombay pa-
per; quoted in Capt. Ouiram’s rough notes. This visit to the city was made
at the suggestion of \he Envoy, and gave the greatest offence to Sir J, Keane.
1% certainly was a singularly rash and imprudont adventure : wholly ignorant
as we were of the temper of the populace, it might have been fatal.

54. Tive years in India—by Liout. lenry Faxe, late aid-de-camp to I, E.
the Commander-in-chief ; now Captain in IL M. army, vel. i3, p. 131.
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approach of harvest :—that season being later at Ghuznee and Cabool than at
Candabar, in consequence of the great additional elevation and higher lati-
tude of the latter two than the former, gave us reason to hope that we should
find the produce of the soil ready for us as we advanced. It was a singular
feature in the design of the campaizgn, that we should have sent an expedition
of such magnitude te so great a distance, knowing that for its anceess wo
must in some measare be dependent oa the aid of chiefs whom we might
pusaish for broken pramises, but conld not coerce, and whose whole interests
lay in retarding and resisting us. ** Had Mehrab Kbhan of Kela® obstructed
uz in the Bolan Pass {says Dr. Kennedy) ; (55) had Can lahar been proper-
ly defended ; bad the 28 guns we found at Urguniah been bestowed for the
defence of Caudahar and Gbuznaze ; and had the 1200 eavalry shut up in the
latter fort been merely employed in ziding round ns, wastiog all the forage,
and watching all foraging parties from the Bolan Pass to Cabool 1 finally,
had Russian ageney been so far developed zs it was supposed, and ought io
have been, tohave justified such a campaign ; had any ove of thesecontin-
gencies occurred,—aod not ooly ene butall were to be looked for,—the army
could not bave advanced ; not becanse we should nat bave been able to des
feat the enemy if he would have given us tle opportunity ; but Lessuse it
wai his wisdom to avoid = contest, and the distance 1o be travelled exceeded
the meaas of any Commissariat to convey supplies in the face of hostile
opposition. The wretchedness of the couatry denied pasture for our cattles
and they must have perished oz the road had the neeesgary delay occurred,
which muat iave resuited frow a cool and caleulating enemy, howerer feable,
availing himself of the natural advantages his position gave him, and of the
length of way we had to travel’ At Caadahar there was every appearw
ance of a plentiful barvest. The Commander—in-Chief had a very heavy
responsibility on his shonlders,—that of the future provisioning of the army ;
and one of his first acts was to eensult the king and the envoy in regard
ta the crops on the gronad. It was conmsidered, that if the owners cons nt-
ed to receive 3 high price for their grain, and a certain pumber of the.
largest mills were placed nnder the control of the commissariat, sach
an arrangement would be the best, and least annoying te all parties ; but
unless the king conld satisfactorily establish that he had power to guarantes
this, and assurance of it was given by the principal men in the place, and
by the ownera of the erops, thers was still left the power of might in the
hands of 8ir Fohn Keane, to take possession of the crops on the ground, ang
pay the owners & fair valuation—but such a measure 23 this last was not te be
resorted to except in an extreme case.  'The most satisfactory assurances were
given that there would be no oeeasion for coercion on the point of collects

56, Campaign of the Army of the Indus, vol. i, p- 261,
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ing. grain, and this free system was earied eut to the letier; but the
cost was tremendous, and the treasury was in consequence mest severely
drawn upon. So extremely guarded was the Commander.ig-Chief ebliged
to be, and so parsimonious in the disbursements from the {reasury at that
time, that not arupee conld be issued to any functionary, or establishment,
whether to the Envoy for the service of the Shah, the expensea of the
commissariat, or the pay of the lroope, without a written order from
Colonel DMacdonald, his Excellency’s wmilitary secretary. The grounds
and necessity of the requisitions for money were required to be made
manifest before the order was given. In this way it was managed to
keep the chest in such a state that there was always something
to go and come upon for exigencies. All attempts failed of raisisg
money at Candahar, by giving bills upon India, Whether this pro-
eseded frem poverty in tho place, or a want of confidence in vas, bas
not been clearly aseertained, but in all probahility from the former canse,
Daily repotts were seat te Sir Joho Keane of the progress tmads,
and preat exertions were used by the commissary-general io complzte
the guantity of protvisions required for an omward move, and for which
there was carriaze. The four heavy zuns of the battering train were left
behind, for two reasons, first, because the carriage for their transport,
together with the ammunition and all belonging to them, could ill be
spared ; and, secondly, but the principal cause, owing io the etrong opin-
jon given by the chief engineer, Capt. Thomson, that they would be whelly
unnecessary, as Ghueznie was not a place of that strenyth 2o require their
being brought into wee. This opinion was not formed by Captain Lhomison
on light grounds, It was, sirange to say, eome to on the authority and
report of an engineer and an artillery officer in our owu service, who had seen
the place, and who were actually then present with the forcal How dif
fienlt then isthe situation of a commander of an army ina comntry
so little kuown as this was. Who could Sir John, Keane loak to for in-
formation with so much confidence as to the officers in our owa service
who had seen Ghozoie, and those, officers too of the scientifie branch ?
Caplain Thomson states in his official reports, that he was misled by this
joformation, The Commandersin-Clief has been blamed in more than ene
publication for leaving the heavy guns behind, He did so, however, on
the recommendation of thosa from whom he had the bestright to expect good
counsel on such 4 poiut, the heads of the enginger and artillery departments ;
and althongh the lawented Brigadier Stevenson is not alive to verify the faet
of what is here stated, Colonel Pew and Majors Thowson and Peat are, and
will readily subseribe to its accuracy, (56) At lengih the order was given

36. The above explanation is given on the authoriiy not named but already
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that we should advance en the 29th June, and by the ist July the whole
srmy had quitted. They met with no obstruetion in their progress, and
no event of any considerable nots oceurred to them till their approach to
Ghuzrnee, when they were much annoyed by alarms of night attacks
which never were made. The troops still contizued on half, and the folw
lowers on quarter rations. (57} On the 21zt of July, they arrived under
the walls of (Ghuznie; the distance from Candahar being 230 wmiles,
The British force consisted of 8000 fighuing men fit for duty, and the
Shalb’s contingent, abont 4,000 : making 12,000 in all, with 40 pieces
of artillery, {58) Their baggage covered an area of 16 square niles. {58}

Ghuznie is situated on the northern extremily of a range of hills rune
ning due east and west. The west, south, and cast sides of the lown, are
protected by a broad and deep diteh supplied with water from the river
adjoining. (60) The ecitadel or Bala Hissar is an irregular square on an
eminence overlooking all the eity. The fortress was considered by the
A fighans so streag that it was believed capable of being maintained againss
us for twelve moniizs. 1ts garrison consisted of betwixt 3000 and 4000
men, half of which were cavalry ; they were provisioned for three monthe,
Tha population of the city was about equal in amount to the garrisen. It
was commanded by Geolam Hyder Khan, youngest son of Dost Mahomed.
“ The accounts of ¢he fortress reseived,” says Captain Thomson, (61)
* from these who had seen 1t, were sueh as to indace his Excelleney the
Commander-in-Chief to leave at Candahar the very small battering train
then with the army, there being thiere a scarcity of transport cattle. The
place was deseribed as being very weak, completely commanded by a range
of bill>. When we same before it on the morping of the Z1st July, we were
very much surprised {o find a bhigh rampart in good repair, built on a
scarped mound about 35 feet high, flanked by nomerons lowers, and sur-
ronnled by a fansse braye and wet diteh, The jrregular figure of the
« enceinte’ gave a good flavking fire, whilst the right of the citadel covered
the interior from the commmanding fire of the hills to the north, rendering.
it nugatory. JIn addition fo this, the towers at the angles had been
enlarged, screen~walls had been built before the gates, the diteh cleared out
and filled with water, stated to be nofordable, asd an outwork buile on the
right bank of the river so as to command the bed of it. As we approached
Ghuznia the most conflicting aceounts reached us of the intentfons of the

repestedly referred to. It has been made more msinute because ef the
misapprehension which has generally existed on the subjeet.

&7. Major Hough, p. 156, note.

58. Ibid, p, 164.

59. Dr Kennedy.,

60. llgugh, p. 327.

61. Memeorauda by Captains Thomson and Pca$, engincers, July 1830, We
have employed the words of the writers.
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enemy : it wap sl first maintained that night atlacks were infended ; then
that battle was to be given us in form ; afterwards that the city and citadel
were to be abandened without resistance; and, finally, which proved the
truth, that the garrisou had been reinforeed and received instructions to
hold out to the last. General Wilishire’s brigade having pressed on by
foreed marehes, the whole army wers arranged by the Comamander in- Chief
in three columns, ready to deploy into line, and give battle at a moment’s
‘watniag, and thas they moved across the extensive plain by which Ghuznie is
approached on the west, and after a march of twelve miles kalted within a
mile of the walls of the fort. (62) On the arrival of the infantry a party
of skirmishers was thrown into a garden from which seme matchlock fire
had appeared to proceed, and cleared it without diffieulty. It was desired
by the Commander-in-Chief that it should be ascertained what amounut of
fire the enemy eould direet against us. With this ohjeet, 18 horse artiliery
guns, together with the camel battery of Z-pounders, making 80 ia all,
ware got into pesition 700 yards frem the walle. (63} They opened a brisk
fice of shot and shrapnell, which lasted for three quarters of an hour, the
enemy appeating to suffer severely, especially from the explosion of the
ghells. The practice of the Affghans was good, and their guns were well
supplied. Iaving aseertained all we wanted to know, our artillery were
withdrawn, (64) The fort was now reconnsitred in form: it was found
that all the gates, save that opening ova the (abool road on the oppoaite
gide from whence we halted, had been built up. It was impossible to
breach the walls with guns of the calibre we had alone brought along with
us, or in aey reasonable time with the swall battering train brought from
Suvkkur and left behind, even conld thiz have been commanded. Mining
and escalading were equally out of the question, from the height of the
parapet and magnitude of the wet diteh; to sit dows in formal siege was
sn operation wuch foo tardy Lo be thought of, cousidering the advanced
pericd of the year, and it was therefore determiacd, on the recommends-
tion of the Engineers, that the Cabool gate should be blown in, and cap-.
ture atiemnpted Dy assault, On tho eveniag of the day of their arrival, the

62. Qutram, p. 91,

63. Major Hough, p. 168, aud note.

64, The works were ovidently much stronger than we had been led to
expeet; and such as our army ¢ould not venture Lo attack in a regular manner,
We had no batiering train, continues Captain Thomson r to besiege Ghuznie
in form, a much larger one wouid have been required than the army ever
possessed. The eosmnand of the parapets from 60 to 70 feet, with the wet
diteh, were unsurmountable cbstacles toan atlack either by mining or escalad-
ing * . * 1'he result of this reconnoissance was a report to His
Excellency the Commandex in-chief shas, if he decided npon an inunediate at-
tack on Ghuznie, the only feasible mode of proceeding, avd the only osne
which held out a prospect of success, was to make & dash at the Cabool gate-
way, blowing the gate open by 9owderdhags.-Rsporc, Ul SUPIa.
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troops were directed to change their ground : they marehed in {wo columns,
right and lelt of the fortress, fo take up their new position en the CGabool
instead of the Candaliar side: they were directed to make a considerable
eirenit, so as to keep without the range of the fire of the fort: they rcached
the new halting ptace in the course of the right. Besides being now in & posi-
tion for the operalions about to be carcied 'into effect previous to the assaull,
the army was se piaced as to prevent the escape of Hyder Khan and the
garrison should they think of abandening the fort, as well as to preciude
the possibifity of Lis receiving assistapce or supplies from his father or
hrother, whose troops were still furtiier to the eastward. The Commander-
jn=-Chief having, at break of day, veconnoitred the new aspect the cily
now presested, laid down his plans anpd issued his erders for the proceed-
ings of mext night. (65) About noon the hille to the sonthward of cor
camyp were erowded by masses of horse and foot, displaying several stand-
ards. The whole of the Shal's horse, supported by the Lancers and
a Bengal regiment of cavalry, moved owt with a couple of guns to
meet them. So soon as the eavalry approached, the cnemy, who had
begun to descemd into the plain, found it expedient to re-sscead the
heights, leaving bLehind one of their standards in var possession, four or
five of their horses having fallen. Captain Oufram bad at this time
galloped out Lo ascertain what was astir: he reached the sccne of action
Jjust before the occurrence of the incident aiready deseribed, and fnding no
European olficer on the spet, pecsuaded 2 body of the Shali's horse to follow
him round the hillg to the enemy's rear, where he stationed them so as to
cuk off their retreat. Intimidated by this movemeat, and repulsed by the
gallant charge of Eosign Nicholson, the Aifghans asceaded the heights
beyond the reach of our horse. Captain Outram row saggested ta an
English officer, whom, at this juncture, be met in charge of 150 infantry
and matchlock -men, that they should wake an sttempt Lo drive the enemy
from the heights in the direction in which the cavalry had Dbeen stationed,
They serambled over the rocks with great gallantry, Captain Qatram at their
head ; and after scaling the steep and rugged acelivity of the hill, sheltering
ihemselves from the fire, which was hot and well-dirested, by every stone
and rocky promontory which ¢zme in their way, they at length step by step
attaiced the bighest summit. They now reachisd the head-guarters of the
enemy, marked by a large green and wbite banner, which had been conse-
ersted by the priests, and was suppesed to confer invineibility, Ou arriving
within fifty paces of this, the whole of our party rushed in with a general
cheerea fortunate shot brought down the standard-bearer, 2nd the standard
itself fell into our hands. The enemy were panic-struck, their chiarm had

68, Outram, p. 95.
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failed them, and they fled on every side. The Joss of the Affghans amounted
to 20 or 40 in killed and wounded, and 50 were made prisoners by the
cavalry—the greater part of which were aftermards executed, becanse one
of them in the king's presence stabbed sn attendant 5 his Majesty gave in«
stant orders to behead Lim and the others. As may be supposed, this was
done without the knowlelge of the Commanderin-chief, who was astounded
when Sir Alex. Bnrnes came €0 him soon after from Mr Maenaghten to report
it. 1t was also perpetrated without the knowledge of eilher of them ; but the
deed was done, and it was too late to recall it. His Majesty was, bowever, dis~
tinctly informed by Sir Jolin Keane’s orders, that such butchering v onld sever
again be permitted within the limits of a British camp, sven om kis Majesty’s
own suljects. (66) By 3 o'clock of the morning of the 23d July, the va.

66. This version of the matter may berelied en, though very widely differ-
ent from that usnally given, Sir W. Macnaghten, though disapproving of tho
measure af the lime, afterwards attempted to defend i, [Wo have retaimed
thizaoiz, as well as the text to which it refors. exactly as it stood in the
Bombay Montlily Thnes. A letter subgeribed ¢ 01p VER310Ky*? gives Sir W, Mae-
paghten’s own account of the mattor, which iy very greatly at variance with
the above.}

On referring the matter to au Officer of rank new in Dombay, who held a
i:anﬁdentiul Szaff situation with Sir John Keane at the time, he writes as fol-

oWs —

fir,—As you have asked my imipression ss to the two versions regarding what
immediately preceded the buhending of the Ghazee prisouers by arder of Shah
8hecjab, 1 can kave no objections 1o give it, in 5o far gs I had arny means of forming
&0 opinion,—it being a matter thar did not in the most remate degree come within
the sphere of my office er duty, The point upon which [ belizve you wish an opi-
nion 15, whetber 8ir John Kezne was aware of the King’s intention to bebead the
prisaners; and gave bis coneurrence 10 it, before the fact; or whether he was only
made awsre of it aftee the fact. The impressicn on my mind isy that be only knew
it after, and for this reason { Laving gane into 8ir John Keane’s tent that afternoon,
and finding Sir Alexander Burnes with him, Sir Jolin Keane exclaimed +¢ what do
you think has bhappened ?—the King hes beheaded the prisonyrs taken this after-
noen.”?  §ir Alex. Bornes then related how, and why the King bad done so—ihat
when they were brought into Mis Majesty’s presence and questioned regarding
thyir rebellion aud treason, they said they would glory in 1aking His Majusty’e life ;
that he was an infidely and Lad brovglit an army of infidels into the coublry, and
that they would take his life whenever they could, o had sn opportunity; and ene
of them, suiting the action to the word, plunpged & dagger into the breast of one of
the Shal’s attendsnts in His Majesiy’s presence j—-upon which the King gave orders
that they should all be behieaded.

Icanneot be mistakea in what Sir Alexander Burnes said, as [ have above related
it nor de I think he ceuld have come with a suessage from the Euvoy asking gon-
currence, previcus ta that affernoon, without my knewing it, us I was eeldom out of
Sir Johin Keane's tent; it being 4 time of beavy work, a3 well as heavy responsibility
and much anxizty e him, 83 the arrangements for the stoeming of Ghuznie wete
atill ip progress and not compleled. My impression therefare; for the reason 1
have stated, is, that the account in thie text is the nearest to the true version, There
wag no writing of any kind upon the subject that I was aware of, and [ seldom or
ever heard it aflerwards 1alked of or condemned by the Officers in the Field: atthe
wement el seemed to think the treasun of the Ghazee prisoness of a double and
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rious detachments were at their posts, and all the guns in position at points
which commanded the eastern face of the fortresz, as well as the Cabool

mest aggravated kind ; and although at the time of Sir Alexander Burnes relating
the tragie story to me, as I have stated it, I heard Sir John Keane condemao the
Shazh for hig rash act, and that sueh a thing muost no: happen again, 1 at the same
time heard him say,that * the murderers and treacherous rascals deserved it,” or
words to that effect, I therefore think, that if Sir Willjam Macnaghten wrate a
year aftecwards, to the effect stated in the note, ke must have jumbled two things
together, and eanfounded the secount Sir Alezander Burnes gave him of the Com-
mander-in.Chief’s conversation with gongurrence in the 3hal’s aet,

I had for Siv Willistn Macuaghien personally a very great regsrd,aud so thorovgh-
1y eouvinced am I of his good Intentionsy and his steict vegard for truth, thac if he
did write te the effect stated, he had eouvinced kimself of its correctnessy however
he may have mixed up two circumnstances ai a time of inlense auxiety, and of no
small danger, when my lamented friend Sir Alexander Burnes went back to him
and related bis conversation with the Commandar-in-Chief.

14 wes not an unusunl thing for Sir John Keane to offer advice to the Shah {the
Ervoy beiug of eourse cognizaat afit).  ‘Lhis he was not ¢nly suthorized to do, but
also to enforce the advice in 4ny case of necessity.  In that way, he ¢aused the 8hah
to be informed on one ogeasion, whea the ears of a man bad been cot off by His
Majesty’s orders for a heinous erime, that mutilation, which was abhorrent to Bri-
tish feelings, however it might accord with Affghen Yaw and usage, would not be
permitted, ac long as His Majesty and his followers formed part of 2 British Camp,

1 am, Sir, your obedient servaat,

Ax OrFicER ¢F RANK Xow 18 BOMBAY, WHO BELD &
CosFIDESTIAL STAFF BITUATION,

¢ The following extract is from an autograph-leiter from Sir William Macnaghten
to Sir Alexander Buornes; dated ¢ Gabool, Nov, 27, 1840,” now before me, and a
Copy of which X uve supplied by last Mail 1o Siv William’s friends in London, to
enable them 10 toeet the new ¢ version of the matter’ in your Summary with such
denial a3 they may think proper.

« Extract from a letter frem Sir William Msenaghten to Sir Alexander Burnss, on
the subjves of the destruction of the 36 priseners who were put to death at Ghiznd
the presence of Major MeSherry, on the evening of the 224 July 1839,
€ The facts of the csse, as contuined in my official letter to Goverament, were

simply these : to the truth of mAy statement you and mangother persons can testify,
¢ On the morning of the 22d July, whilst we were before the Fort of Ghiani, a _

rumergus body of armed people (I have recently leard their number estimated at
nearly Four thousand) were seen ascending the hills immedintely to the left of His

Moajesty’s camp. In the course of the day they several Limes threatened to come

dpwh npon our eamp; but they were repulsed and kept in check chiefly by the

Shah’s own traopd and Christie’s iﬂ!tsq, who were al differest periods engnged

with these fanatics, T'owards evening, a raport was brought to me, that the King’s

prople had 1aken seversi prisoners, and that His Majesty had determined wpon the
executien of them all.  On the impulse of the moment, [ suggested that a selec-
tion should be made of the offenders for execution; and I immediately consulted

Lieut.-Geoeral 8ir John Keane, through Sir Alexandar Burnes, whe was in His

Excellency’s camp 3 avd his opivion wasy that ¢ the most summary example should

be made of al} such dastardly ruffians.” In the meanwhile, I had received several

mzessages from 1lis Majesty, expressing his determlnation to pat the prisoners to
death, as the only safe and proper eourse to be adopted in the exigeacy of our situ-
ation, I replied, that His Majesty was supreme, but that { would at least strongly
recommend him, ifhe thought a severe example aecessary, to liberate some of the
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gate. The weather was pecnliarly favourable for the concealment of our
movements, 'Fhe wind blew strongly and in gusts from the east, and ceca-
sionslly with such viclence over night and towards dawn, as to render ine
audible to the devoted garcison the tramp of columns or ratile of artillery
wheela.(67} Under these circumstances, so guietly and jndicionsly were
all our arrzogements effected, that not a shat was fired from the garrisen
until after the commencement of the false attack by Captain Hay, with three
companies of the $5th N.L from the opposite quarter to that from which
real danger was preparing.  As an attack for the relief of the garrison had
been threatended, Col. Stalker with the Bombay 19th N.I,, was ordered to
gusrd the Cabeol road, but no enemy appeared. At midnight, the first bat-
tery left camp, followed by four athers at intervals of half an hour. Those
1o the right of the road were conducted to the right of their positions, by
Lieutenant Sturt, these on the left by Lieutenant Anderson. The ground
for the guns was prepared by the sappers and pioneers, taking advantage of
ine irregularities to the right, and some old garden walls on the left,(68)
The artillery being all in readiness shortly afier 3 o’cloek, Captain Peat of the
Bombay Euginears moved down 1o the gateway, accompanied by six men of
H. M.’s 13th, without their belts, and supperted by a detachment of thesama
Regiment, consisting of 18 officers, 28 sergeants, [ 7 buglers, and 276 rank
and fle; which entered 1a the right and lefi of the road, taking what cover
they eonld find as they arrived at the ditch, and endeavouring to keep down
the fire of the ramparts, which became very heavy on the approach of
the party, though it had been sufiiciently shack throughout on previcus
operations,  Blue lights were shown by the besieged, which rendered
gurrennding objects distinetly visible ; luckily they were burned on the top
of the parapet instead of being throwa into the passage below. {69) The ex«
plosion party consisted of Captain Peat, Lieuts. Durand (70) and M*Leod,

prisonersy in order that the retribotion which had overtaken their comrades might
be made kuown to the whole of these funatie offenders. My recommendation was
net concurred in by His Majesty to the exteat that I eounld have wished: of 38
prisoners 2 only were released,—the one an the ground of his being u Syud, and
the other becanse he begged his life. The remainder, who obstinately persisted in
exasperating Tdis Majesty, were executed. * *

¢ On such an occasion it was my duty to seek the advice of the chief military au-
thority on the spot, and I bave shown that 1 did so.”

Oup Version.”

67, Haveloek, vol. ii. p. 71.

68, Captain Thomson’s Report.

6D, Report, ut supra. Copied verbatim.

70, This officer Laving been home on leave, returned to Iadia with Lord
Ellenboroogh, and was appointed his Lordship’s Private Seeretary, Long
before the eapture of Ghuznie, when very young in years, he had distinguish.
ed himself in seientific research : especially by his discoveries of some of the
most famous sub-Himalayan fossila.
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three serjeants, and eighteen men of ilie Sappers, in working dresses,
carrying 200 lbs. of powder in 12 sand-bags, with a lose 72 feet ionz.
These advanced steadily, silently, and rapidly, led by Lieut. Durand. The
eaemy were perfectly aware that wo were in the gateway, but appeared to
have no idea of the nature of the operations in progress. 1f they had been
30, they might have rendered it impossiblo fo place the powder-bage, by
throwing over blue-lights, of which they had abundance in store. The
powder pots, and othier fire-works so much nsed by the natives of Hindos-
tan, would easily have rendered the eramped space leading to the gate much
too hot for such an operation, but the iznorance of the besieged was known
and ealenlated on ; the results show how justly. Lieutenant Darand, on
frst going up, saw, through the chinks of the gate, that there were lights,
and a guard immediately behind it. The men on duty were smoking quiet-
Iy thizking of no danger : three minutes after, they must have been destroye
ed by the explosion ! The powder was plaeed, the hose laid, the train
fired, and the carrying party had retired to tolerable cover, in lezs than two
minntes. No man was hort; Caplain Peat was momentarily stunned by
the concussion, but speedily recovered. The success waseomplete. There
baving been ressen to apprehend thaf the enemy might have built ap or
strengthened the gate from within, more than double the quantity of guo-
powder recommended by Colonel Pasley had been used. The charge was
so heavy that it not oaly destroyed the gate, but brenght down a consideras
ble perticn of the square bailding in which it was placed, the ruins ¢bstruet-
ing the advanee of the agsaulting column. (71) A few moments elapsed be-
fore a bugler conld be (oand to sousd the advance. (72) The instaot the
trtimpet blast was heard, the storming party, consisting of the grenadier
companies of H. M.'s 2d and 17th, withthose of the Bengal European Re=
giment, and 2 ecompany of IL M8 13t), led on by the heroic Colonel Dena
ie, rushed in and found themselves for a few moments in fSeres hand-to-
hand conflict with the Affighans amidst the ruins of the demolished gateway,
** Nothing eonld be distinetly seen in the narrow passage; but the clash of
sword-llade against bayonet was heard on every side” (73) The soldiers
had to grope their way between the yet standing walls; thers was neither
room nor leisure for regular firing. Each section loaded in turn, and deli=
vered ite deadly volley at half pistol-shot distance on the enemy. The en-
trance-way just on passing the gate, took a sudden turn at right angles to
the line of its previous path, ‘T'his led at first to the errobeous impression
that the passage was bailt up within, and that the explosion had net opened

71. Capt. Peat’s Report, verbatiz,
72. Capt. Thomson’s Report.
73. Havelock, vol, ii, p- 76.
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athoroughfare, The illusion was only dispelled when the sky began ic ap«
pear over head ; and the leading files immediately afterwards found them-
selves in the apen Byuare within the town, Meanwhile av erroneous report,
that Col. Dannie had been unable to make good an entrance, reached the
supporting column, cousisting of H. M.’s 2d and 13th, with the remainder of
the Eoropeans, under Brigadier Sale, (H. B.’s i7th being directed to follow
the storming party into the fort.) They halted for a moment, and the retreat
was sounded ; (74) fortanately it was imperfectly heard and unattended to
during the tempest of the night and the excitemnent of the events in pro-
gress, A few minutes more elapsed, and the trne version of the watter was
communicated ; Brigadier Sale pressed on, but the loss of the foew micutes
his halt had occasioned, gave rise to mischief. (73) A considerable interval
was left betwixt the forlorn hope, under Col. Dennie, and the column of Bri-
gadier Sale, As the latter pressed into the gateway, the (Queen's regiment
taking the lead, a large body of Affghans, driven from the ramparts by the
fire of the Yorlorn hepe, rushsd down upon thew in hopes of escaping bes
yond the waliz.  The attack was made on the rear eompany of the Queen's
and the leading files of the Bengal European regiment.(?76) The fury of
their assault for 2 moment drove back tho treops oppesed to them. Briga-
dier Sale was cut down, and his adversary roiled over him. Capl. Kershaw
of H. M.'s 13th, during the struggle passed his sword through the body of
the Afighan. This, however, was not enough; and not till Sir Robert Sala
managed to get uppermost and cleave his skull ta the eyebrows, would his
desperaie enemy let go his hold. The reserve under Colonel Croker now
speedily followed, and made its way into Lhe city withoul resistance. On the
eveniag of the 22nd a counneil of war had been held in the garrison of Ghuznie:
it had heea proposed by Hyder Khan the governor, that all the females should
be sent into the fort as a place of protection ; this was oppesed; and justas the
assembly, whose debates bad occupled the live long night, were being dissoly-
ed, the gates were burst open, and the batteries openad their fire, (77) No one
dreamt of what had happencd, and the three leading companies nader Col.
Dennis were within the fort before the ehiefs suspected the approach of danger,
The Commdr.~in-chief, perceiving thai the city had been woa, desired that tha
whole foree of the artillery should be diracted against the eitadel, from whigh

a determined resistance was still expected. But the enemy were pante struck

with the suddenness and magnitude of the misfortune which bad fallen apoen

them, and though in their attempts ta reach the gateway, the flying Affghans

laid about them in all directions, there was no further registance systemalical-

74. Major Hough, p. 173

75. Havelock, ui supra.

76. Major Havelock, vol. ii. p. 79,
T1. D2, Kennedy, vol. 1. p. 48.



112

ly attempted. By five o'clock . u. the eolours of H. M,’s 18th (78} and 17th
waved from the battlements of ths eitadel of Ghuznie. There bad beensome
gharp fighting in the streets : one lofty building offered a desperate resistance,
and upwards of 50 Affghans perished in defending it. There were 514 desd
bodies picked up within the walls : we took 1600 prisoners,and the number of
the wounded was estimated about equal that of the captives. For weeks after-
wards, bowever, bodies were found in the recesses of private buildings or
narrow streets, mostly those of men who haddied of their wounds, sothat
the total loss of the Affrbans is estimafed at about 1000 alain. (79) No
city taken by assault ever sulfered so little as Ghuznie, and vo men ever
conducted themselves uader similar cirenmstances with temperateness and
moderation equsl Lo that of its esptors. On this point all weilers are usn-
snimens, With theclose of the fighting all vielence cezsed, and not ocae
fernale was exposed to insult or injery. It may not be superfluons to
add, thstleng before this the cammizsariat store of intoxicating liquor had
becn exhausted, and Sir J. Keane commanded a temperance army. To
the want of liquor is aseribed by the medical men the unprecedented cel»
erity with whick the injuries of the wounded were lhealed. Our ecasu-
alties in killed, wounded, and missing, cficers and men together, amennted
to 181, of whowm 17 only were killed. Hyder Khan, the governor, sueren-
dered himself in the course of the morning, and was placed under the sur~
veillance of Sir Alezander Durnes; he subsequently accempanied the Coa-
maunder-in-Chief with the part of the Bengal aring whick returned througlh
the Khyber Pass, and in progress through the Puajaub he requested that,
owing to the kind treatment he experienced, he might be allowed to accom-
pany Sir J. Ifeane 31l the way to Bombay,—a request which waas assented fo
by the Governor-General. e remaired through the year 1340 a prisoner
of state at Borubay, where he was lelt almost entively at liberty, "Lhe fali
of Ghuznie was known at Caboel, 86 wmiles off, at § o’clock the same day.
(80) Mueer Ufzal Khan, the eldest, and commonly known as ** the fighting
son” of Dost Mahowed, was afterwards found to have been elose upon ear °
eamp early in the moruing with 5000 cavalry. He heard the firing, and was

78. Major Houghy p. 6.—The colours of the 13th were placed on the
battlements by Ensign Frerc, an able. amiable, and gallant young officer,
who, after haviug been present at all the remarkable actioas which ocour-
red in Affghanistan bewwixc 1838 and 1842, including the siege of Jolla-
labad 2nd return to Cabool, died on his way to India on the final abanden-
ment of the country,

78. Dr Atkinson’s Affghanistan, p. 236—% On pur arrival at Cabool, jufor-
mation reached us, that in scarching through every recess aud coruer, be-
tween 200 and 300 more dead bodies had been found and buried ; so that,
together with those cut down in their flight, the total amount of killed has
been estimated at wpwards of 1000."enfbid, ut sepra. Major Hough esti.
mates them at 1200,

80, Major llough.
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only waiting for daylight o discover the state of Ghuznis. Dawn showed
him the British flag wavieg on the citadel, and indicated that it had already
met its fate, He immediately fled towards Cabool, leaving his elephants
and baggage behind him, within six miles of our eamp. These were afiers
wards captured by ns, (81)

Lieut~Cel. {now Sir Claude Martin} Wade, political agent at Loodians,
had, as mentioned at the commencement of oar darrative, assembled near
Peshawur an army of 4800 men of the Shah's levies, besides a Seikh con=
tingent of 6000, (82) so early as the month of Javuary., These were to
move upon Cabosl by Jellalabad, nominally under Shahzada Timour, eldest
son of Shah Soejah ; while a further Seikh contingent of 10,000 was to ro-
main as an army of observation at Peshawur, Col. Wade having besn duly
informod of the progress and suceess of the grand army vader Sir J. Keane,
proceeded into the Khyber Pass on the 224 of June. On the27th ha ob-
tained possession of Ali Musjid, a fort previously held by Dost Mahomed’s
treops, and eonsidered the key of the pass: the enemy abandoned it without
fighting on the approach of the advancing force. Mahomed Ukhbar Khan,
second son of Dast Mahomed, and afterwards too famous ainongst tha insur.
gent chiefs in 1842, was then stalioned at Jellalabad, of which he was the
governor, with 2,500 men and 14 gune. On the fall of Ghuzaie he was
recalled to defend Czbool.  This at once opened the way for the Shahzada’s
advanee through the passes. He arrived at Cabool on the 24 Sept. Noar
Gundanuek, Ukbbar Khan abandoned his attillery asd camp eqnipage, ze
that 12 gunsg, 7000 rounds of ball cartridges, with eampappointments, horses,
and draught bulloeks, fell into the Shahzada’s hands. Gen. Ventura, whe
was to have taken cotnmand of the Seikh coztingent, remaived behind in
consequence of the death of Runjeet Singh, and the entire command of this
foree, amounting to betwixt 10,000 and 11,000, devolved on Col, Wade, (88)
who, for thiz well-directed movement, received the special thanks of the
Governor-General: and appears well to have deserved them. A march
thraugh the passes, at all times a difficult operation, was at this juneture a
very important one; and though little opposition was experienced, it seems
to have been gol rid of by skilful aad judicicus management,—by a series
of ditlicult and intricate arvrangements amongst a get of most uciractable
shbjects.

8o s00n az all was tolerably quiet, H. M. Shah Soujah aad the Eavoy

81. Major Hough, p. 183.

82. Major Hough, . . .

83. Dr Athinson's expedition into Affghanistan. This work supplies us wiih
a great roany valuable faets, but it is impossible sufBeiently 10 censure the
tone of childish adulation towards Lord Aucklund’s administration, which
characterizes it avery where, or the peorverted credulity swith whick all
sorts of silly and incredible anecdoteIs'. against the Barukzyes are raked up.
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and Minister wera condaeted ronnd the citadel and a great part of the for-
tress, by the Commander-in.Chief. The King was astonished at onr having
ade aurselves master of a placs considered to be imprognable, in the space
of two hours ofassanit, and within 48 hours of our having presented our-
selves before it. (84} He was still more delighted than zstonishod at toe
resuli. On the recommendation of the medical officers of the force, it
was determined that the sick and wounded should be left at Ghuznie under
charge of field-surgeon Pinhey of the Bombay service. Tho garrison to be
stationed there consisted of the 16th Bengal N. L., a detachment of 3¢ artl-
lerymen, and 200 of the Shah’s horze: to thess were afterwards added a
ressalah of the 4th Bengal local horse, with four of the Shal's guns. (83)
On the 28th July, the Nawab Jubbar Khan, eldest brother of Dost Ma-
bouted, arrived in camp on depatation from the Ameer, 8ir Alex, Burnes
and an escort of Lancers went oat to meet him, Thia chief had been cele-
brafed by all the travellers whoever visited Affzhanistan, for his hoapitality,
his kindness to Europeans, and general Jiberality and benevolence of dispo-
sition. (86} His strength of intellect aund shrewdnesg of remark have
already been noticed by us in our inteoductory chapter, where the reasoning
of the state papers of the Government of Ingia is shown te liave boen
completely demolished by hina and Bis brother. % The eonduct of Jubbar
Khan (says Magor llough) was oa this oceasion noble: le had at one time
been defraunded of his estates by his brother, but he said he wanted nothing
for himself.”* The drift of his present proposition was, that Hyder Khan
should be released, and that Dest Mahomed should cease to offer fnrther
resistance, and should rezign all power znd authority inte the bauds of Shah
Soaojzh, provided we consented {o lis becoming Vizier or Prime Minister—
a position whieh he claimed by right of heritagze. After the steps we had
already taken, this proposal was clearly inadmissible. IIe was iaformed
that the only terms which Diost Mahomed could loek for, were a safe asylum
and liberal allowance within the British dominivns. He declared that hig
brother would never consent to reside in India on asy terms, He was of- -
. fored for himself the continuance of his property, with hoasurs from the
hands of the Shah. These were declined, and the chief seems to have re-
sotted to 2 boldness of speech nat over grateful to royal ears. ** Qa being

84. Lord Egape's dispaich.

85. Major Hough, p. 221.

86. Dr Atkinson’s work is on this, as on most other pointz affecling the
Barukzye character, at variance with all our boolts of travels. lie does not
. state whenee his lights are drawn—that they ave tinted by the medinm of

the Shah Soejzh court s sufficiently spparent. e speaks of Jubbar Khan
with much disparagement,
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introduced to the King,” says Dr. Atkinzon, ‘¢ his deportment was not
voeourteous, but he said, ¢ if yon are to be king, what is the use of the Bri-
tish army here P Ifthe English are to rule over the country, what use are
von kere ' 77 % The Shah,” contiaunes the courtly historian, ¢ with un-
rufifed temper, parried this observation by seothiog his hurt mind, asd, ina
bland marner, promised Iim a vonfidential station near his person.” If)
instead of parrying, the Government of India bad endeavoured to solve the
difficulty hera set furth, as also that press:d by Mebrab Khan of Kelat—-
¢¢ you have brought an army into the country, how do you propose to feed it
while biere, ar got it back again "' —before entering oo the war, Britaln
tnight have been spared the lose of much life, treasure, and farne, The Na-
wab having failed in effecting any of his objects, left us, declaring his deter-
eninztion to follow his brother's fortunes to the close.

On the 30th of July cur troops marehed from Ghuzoie towards Caboeol,
Near the end of the first day’s march they passed a deflle of sbout 200 or 300
yards, behind which, & very inferior fores with a few guns might have made
good, The elevation bere was the greatest attained by them, Leing 9000
feat above the level of the sea.  Very rigid orders were issued for the pro-
tecticn of tha villagers, and to prevent imjury to the growing erops, now
nearly ripe in the field. Op the lst of August a message from Peshawur
brought accounis of the death of Runjeet Siugb: this event, by which the
triple alliauce was so materiaily affected, had occurred on the 27th of June,
the day before the troops left Candakar. On the 34, iatelligence was re-
ceived of Dogt Maliomed having been wholly deserted by his chiefs and army,
the latter said te have shortly befors amounted to 18,000 men. (87} Quar~
rels and jealousies had arises amongst them : old feuds and grudges were,
as ususl, called up just at the time they should have been forgotten, The
severities of Dost Dlahemed’s vigorens government were recent and mi-
nutely recollseted : distance had meilowed the errors of the Shah Hoojah,
and caused s half remembere:l seven yvears' reign of 80 years since to bo
looked hack upen as an era of happiness and prosperity., The foree,
besides, which was accompanying him to the throne, appeared capable of
bearing down all opposition. The regult was, that with perfidy, treachery,
dissension, and disaffection every where, with encmies on every side, and no
one to encounter them, Dost Mahomed, with 600 horsemen, fled to Bamee-
an with a view of seeking refuge amongst the chiefs in Traos-Ozanfa till
more auspicious days sheuld come around. So soon as autheatic accounts
of this reached eamp, it was resalved to send a detachment in pursuit of the
Ameer, who, so long 23 he was left at liberty, must pecessarily prove the
hape of the disaffected, and a source of substantial annoyance Lo the new

87. Letter of Sir J. Kecane, datod 8th August, to the Buvoy and Minister.
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ruler, Twaothousand of the Shali’s Affghans, under Hadjee Khan Kakur,
werc ordered for this serviee, seccompanied by a hundred of our Cuvalry,
regular and isregular, for the purpose of stimulating their exertions, and
checking hostilities in case of the fogitive chief or his family falling into
their hands. (88) These were accompanied by the following British offi-
eers: —Captain Outram, Captain Wheeler, Captain Troup, Captain Law.
rence, Captain Backhouse, Captain Taylor, Captain Christie, Captain
Erskine, Lieut. Broadfool, Lieut. Hogg, and Dr. Worral—Capt. Outram to
take command. The party assembled at 4 p, ., according to order, at the
tent of the Eavoy, where the Affghans were also to have been in readiness ;
but not more than 300 effective men had made their appearance when it be-
came dark ; the remainder, consisting of from 400 to 500 of a ragged rabble,
mounted on yaboos or half starved ponies, It waz promised that the rest
should follow, and the details were madeup by 100 of Captain Christie's
horse. Hadjee Khan Kakur was extremely desivous that the high road
should be pursued as far as Meidan, in order, as he preleaded, te take np
the track of their quarey ; and it was not till Capt. Outram had repeatedly
urged the impossibility of ever succeeding in this manner in the pursuit,
secing that Dost Mahomed ias already 24 milesa-head of them, that the
Jine of march was changed. It was with great difficnlty that guides were
tltimately procured to cuable them to make a short cut across the hills, so
as tointersect the path of the Ameer, about three miles from Meidan, The
first night the party marched thirty miles, leaving Gads, a small village
sitnated in a confined but fertile valley, abont 7 4, 1. Several balis had been
made to admit of the Affighans closing up, but not more than 160 of the
1600 awanting had made their appearance, Those whe drepped in in the
eourse of the day gave evidence, from the plander with which they had en-
eambered themsalves, of the cause of their delay, The Marcl: was renewed
in the evening ; the road was precipitous and bad; at the end of ten mites
they bivouacked till one in the worning, when the moon having risen they
proceeded on afresh till 7 &. 2. Barely 50 of the Affghans kept up with
them, the rest straggled in in the course of the day, Information was here
received that Dost Mahomed was at the village of Yourt, one march a-head.
Hadjee Khan Kakur, who had hitherto proceeded with the greatest reluct-
ance, became urgent for a halt till reinforcemeats could be sent for, He
declared that the Ameer bad 2000 followers, and was mueh too strong for
the present force to atitack him with any hope of suecess, Capt. Qutram
having insisted on proceeding, the followers of the Hadjes wers mns-

88. We have taken the whole narrative of the pursuit of Dost Mahomed
gfq:a M;Jm- OQuiram’s Rough Notes, which wo have given 2 good deal
ridged.
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teredy and were found to ameunt to 700 ip all,~~less than one half
of them being suitably mounnted, Before they had advanced four miles
an the evening’s march the guides were reported to have deserted; in a
dark night, amongst abrupt precipices and interminable ravines, it was in
vain to attompt to move without comiuctars, so a halt was made till day-
break, and Yourt was, in eonsequence, not attzined ull the morning of the
following day, the 6th. Few of the Affghans were now fortheoming, and
co indusement whatever could prevail on the Hadjes to advance sixteen
miles forther to IHuzar, where there was positive intellizence of Dust
Mahomed’s presence; he promised inost solemnly, howerver, to proceed in
the evening, and this afforded some Lope of their being able to beat up the
Ameer's quarters during the night. Next evening he fell back on his old
regolatien : nothing would induge him to maove that night, but he promised
tp make a forced inareh of double the distance next morning.

It was most singular that in arrasging this most important expedition,
the whole suthority was intrusted to Hadjee Khan Kakur; the European
oficers were vested with no power save over their own men, and Capt.
Outram’s only instruetions were, that he should act aleng with the Affs
ghans, and second them if necessary !  All accounts agreed that the Dast
was aecompanied by at least 2000 followers, but their progress was retarded
by the sickness of one of the young princes: this greatly inercased the
chance of stceess in the pursait, and Hadjee Khan was informed that, in
the event of his hangisg back on the wmorrow, the party would proceed
without him or hig assistance. It rained and hailed vielently over night,
and our people had for thetwo preceding days had nothiog to eat bat a little
ueripe parched corn. On the 7th they marched at daybreak, and, on
arriving at Huzar, found traccs-of the Ameer's eamp of yesterday; they
learssd that be had that morning eneamped at Kalloo, without apparently
being in any burry to depsrt.  They reached the place at shree 2. pt., but
fonnd the Dost gone so masny hours before that he must have surmounnted
the Kalloc Pass, tho bighest in the Hindeo Koosh. Iivery ome of the
Affghags had now fallen behind, and the little sepoy band had been nine
hiours in the saddle; their horses were knocked up; they were 12,000 feat
above the level of the sea, and saw snow 1300 feet below them. In the
evening they obtained a scanty meal of flour. On the moraing of the 8th
they were joined by Captaing Trevor and Taylor with 30 troopers. Ia the
course of the day they surmounted the Pass called the Camel’s Back,
15,000 feet high, nearly the altitude of the summit of Mount Blanme.
Hadjee Khan they now found to be totally unlrustworthy ; a council of war
was heid, when it was resolved that on the Ameer turning to opposs us in
the event of his being pext day overtaken, of which no doubt was cnter—



118

tained, that the thirteen Dritish officers shonld charge in the centre of the
band, every one direeting his individnal efforts againsi the person of Dost
Mahomed Khan, whose fall in this way muost be next to certain. It was
evident that all the Affghans on both sides would turn against them, unlesg
they were immediately successful, and this plan appeared to afford the only
chance of escape to those wko might survive. It was an object of para-
mount importance to effect the destenciion of the Ameer rather than permit
his escape. (89)

Ou reaching Bameesn, on the morning of the 8th, the intelligence of the
Dost’s escape, which had previously been received, was fully confirmed,
He had pushed abead by long forced marches, and was, by this time, on
the extreme verge of the Shah's territory, and close npon the confines of
that of the Wullee of hooloom, who had always been a friend of the
Barukzyes; it would, under these circumatances, and in tho utlerly ex-
hausted state of their horses, have been madness to proceed, and it was
resclved to halt until they were so far refreshed as to be able to retorn to
Caboo!. They arrived at the capital on the 19th. Iadjee Khan Kakur
way immediately arvested,—abundant evidence of his treasonable intenlions
havipg now made their appearance. This wreteh was originally a melon-
vendor, He deserted Dost Mahomed I{han to joia the Caodahar Sirdars,
and, baving betrayed them and joined the Shah Socjah, forced them to
quit their country without a blow. For this he was ennobled with the
title of ** Nuaseer-oad-Dowiah,”—or Sword of the State,—and received
tersitury valued at £80,000 a-year. It now appeared that he had leagued
himsell to fight agaimst the King in the event of any change of fortune
arriving. He has been since detained a state prisomer at Chunar,—as
deeply dyed a traitor as ever betrayed an empire,

Returning to the movements of Sir john Keane's army : simultaneously
witls the despateh of the party towards Bameeao, Major Cuerton, with 200
of H. M.'s 16th Lancers, was sent forward to take possession of the guns
left at Arghundee. They were all of brass, and ameunted to 28 in number,
af varions calibres, peverally from G to ¢ pounders. Many of them were
double-shotted, and would, in all likelibood, have been as injurious, if fired,
to the army to which they belonged, as io that agaimst which they were
directed. They were badly mounted, diffeuit to work, and their car-
risages liable to damage or destruction from: comparatively trivial accidents.
They were unskilfully placed, and an army situsted where the guns had
been planted could very easily have been attacked in flank from (90) the

89, Captain Ouiram's Rough Notes, ut supra,
90. Dz, Kennedy- ’ ”
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high grounds, within casy rasge of them. A deep ravine wounld have
carried our light cempanics safely into the midst of them befare they sus-
pected danger, Yei there was much strong ground eminently faveurable
for militscy dispositions in the ncighbourhood, where, had they known
how to make nse of it, & very formidable resistance, even with their troopsy
might bave been maintained. (91) A large guantity of powder and shot,
with tumbrils, ammunitien.waggons, and gun-buliocks, were also cap-
tured. e was direeted to push forward his reconncisance as far as the
walls of tho city, The army eontinned its march withont interruption, and
on the evening of the 6th encamped under the walls of Cabosl. On the
evening of the 7th, tlis Majesty proposed to proceed in state from Nanu.
chee to the Bala Hissar.

At 4 in the afternoon, when the heat of the day had been succeeded by
one of those mild and beantiful eveninga which characterise the antumnal
climate of the cooler latitudes av altitudes, the Shah Soojah, accompsnied
by the Eavey and Minister, the Commander-in-Chief, aod the general
officers of the army; Sir Alex. Burnes and other officers of the mission ;
the staff, and a vast number of other officers; left the camp to proceed,
with much pomp, into the city of Cabool. (92) They had about three
miles to march. The ezcort of His Majesty consisted of a squadron of the
4th Light Dragouns, and cne of the 16th Lancers, with Captain Martin's
Trocp of Bombay Horse Artillery. They were paraded ia review arder in
frant of the lines, and on tha read leading to the eity. A royal salute was
fired as the Shah approached the escort; and the cavalry having saluted
him as he passed, fell luto the rear of the procession.

The royal reception was respectful but eold ; the peopls were orderly:
curiosity brought them in thousands to witness the spectacle, and a feeling
of decorum secms to have prompted them to pay distant respect to the
king., The chiefs were absent; there was no enthusiasm, and not sven
that clamorous exultation which a erowded populace commenly display on
the first fall of one whoe has kept them in order, or in the manifeatation of
any important change in the order of things. The Liuy led the way Inte
the palace ; he wept as he witnessed the dilapidation the neglect of thicty
years had occasioned. {98) The cavaicade returned at a late hour ia the
evening to camp, finding some diffieulty in making their way past the bag-
gage of the Shah, ther passing through the uarrow streets. For the next
three weeks no event of any moment oceurred to the army. Capt. Cutram

1. Major Havelock., .
92, Major Hough. Copied verbatim,
93. Major Hough, uf sup., pu 252,
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and his party retnrned on the 19th August from the fruitless purswit of
Dost Mahomed, and on the 3d September the Shahzada Timour and
Colonel Wade, with betwixt ten and eleven thousand men ander thelr com-
rand, arrived from Peshawur by the Khyber Pass, Jellalabad, and Khoord
Cabool. These things have been already mentioned. OF the events whick
occuwrred on the march from Ghuznie we should kave noticed the death
of Lieat.-Colonel Herring : ke was following the grand army in charge of
treasure from Candahar, when he with two othier officers had improdently
gone oat some way from camp unattended, and been murdered by the
robbers by whom the whole country seemed infested, who hung upon
the skirts of our army. He was a gallaat and expecienced officer, and his
death was deeply lamenied. Liewtenant loverarity had in like manner
fallen a victiza to 2 similar imprudence during the halt at Candabar in
May.

On the 17th Seplember a magnificent state durbar was held at the palace
for the purpose of conferring the badges of the Doorzonee order on certain
of the most distinguished officers of thre army.

¢ Jn a court-yard of about a hundred yards square {says Dr. Kennedy
(94)] 2 reinous and neglecied garden, and surreanded by ruincus builds
iogs of the old palace in which 2 dozen or two of brieklayers and plas-
terers were at work repairing the dilapidation and neglect of Lie past thirty
years, and who never stopped their work to look at s, sat the old King
alone in his plory; lis throme being onpe of our old camp-chairs, value,
when new, some four or five rupees al the utmost ; behiod it stood two old
fat sunuehs, each hwlding 2 dish in nis hand ¢ and up to this extrsordinary
dumb show we marched, aud were all ranged behind and cn the right of the
gamp-chair with the King in it,

“ When all was ready,~and it tock Jess time than I could have sup-
posed,—S8ir Joho Keane steppad before the said camp-chair with the King
in it, and gravely dropped on his kuoees before the Douranee Emperor.
One of the fat eunuchs waddled to the front, and uncovered his dish, in
which was the decoration and ribbon of *the order of the Douranee
empire’ The Emperor with great difeutty steck it on; and, Sir John's
coat being rather too tight, it eost him some effori te wriggle into the
ribben: but the acorn in time becomes su oak, and Sir Joha was at [ast
adorned, eap—a-pie, a Knight Grand Cross of the Doursnee empire.

 The decoration required eloquence; and Sir Jolin, standing before the
Ewmperor, delivered himself of s speceh, in which there was a great deal
about ‘ burling a usurper from the tkrone,’—at which my uncle Toby might
pertizps haye whistled his Lllibullero.

94, Campaign of the Army of the Indas, vol, ii. p.112,
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* But as the Emperor of the Douranee empire did eot understand
Eoglisk, the Chiei’s Persian inlerpreter, Major Powell, stepped to the
front to interpret. Poor mae ! he was *not accustomed to speak in publie,”
end made but a bad job of it; and the Emperor, who seemed to wish the
whele affair over, broke into the midst of the interpretation with his own
observationa complimentary fo the British General, the British Army, and
the British Government. Burnes, for some renson best known to himself,
wished the whole interpretation fo be fairly and fully driven into and
through the fmaperial ears, and whispered * Desgurust, * ¢ There is more of
it;' which silenced the Emperor, and Major Powell went on: but, making
a panse to take breath, his Imperial Majesty began again and was again
silenced : a third pause, and again kis Imperial Majesty commenced; and
by that time Burpes seemed tired too, and the Emperor had it all his own
way, and all the talk to himself for the rest of the eeremonial. Mr.
M*Naughten and Sir W, Colton were next invested; and Sir A. Burnes
and 8ir Martin Wade were told that they were ecreated Knights Graad
Crosses too, but that the goldamith had not been able to make the decora-
tions in time for them, but they might rely on recelviag them in as short a
time as he conld compass it, Lord Auckland was deglared a Knight Grand
Cross also ; how Colonel Pottinger escaped can he only explaiced by the
wonderful goed fortune that has aitended that gentleman through life.

*¢ The Grand Crosses being created, the Knights Cemmanders and Come
pations were to be invested, but the decorations had not been made; and
it was clear that if there was to be a kneeling and a tow-iow for each,
tirere would be no end of it: so an officer in a Bengal Cavalry usiform,
holdizg a paper in his band, shonted out the nzmes of the < men whom the
King delighted to honour ;' acd we, the c¢i pollof, being ali drawn up on
the right of the Kiog, the partiss s0 pamed stepped forth in succession,
and, crossing in fronf, bowed to the King, and ranged upon the left. The
officer, who thus enacted the Grand Marcschal of the palace, read with a
clear good voice, and deserved to have been a Grand Cross himself, if his
taste lay that way, for the fine feeling he showed whee, iu reading the
original list, he paused on the names of Brigadier Arnold and Colonel
Herring, and, reading them with 2 subdued tone, added ¢ deceased,’ aad
passed on to the next in order. This honourable tribute to the dead was
the only {ncident in the whole affair that seemed worth recording for any-
thing but its extreme absurdity.

** The decoration of the order is a Maltose cross, a bad imitation of the
Guelphic order of Hanover ; and it was the more absurd to give a Chris-
tian’s most sacred religious badge as an honour supposed to be conferred
by the most bigoted petiy Mabomedan government in the world ; beeause
the arabesque siar of six points, which forms the ornament of the histeric
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gates of the tomb of Mabomed of Ghuznes, would have been so peonliar
and sppropriate an emblem of a Douranes institution. The ribbon, ¢ party
per pale vert and gules,’ ia in good taste; znd when mannfactured in
England, will no doubt be very ornamental,

¢ When the list was read out, and all was over, there rose the ery of the
disappointed ; and I saw Sir John Kesve wuch excited, snd apparently in
s bewilderment and amaze at the storm that threatened. The rule for the
selection had been, that the brigadiers and heads of departments were {o
be Knights Commanders; aad all field officers, and sandry head-guarter
favourites, Companions. The claimants who now started forth were the
field-officers by brevet : there were only four or five; and these of conrse
frozs the simple fact of their brevet, were the oldest officera of their class,
and much senior to many who were preferred before them. Oue of them
had served nearly forty years jn India, and was old enough to have been
the father of half the new-made Koights : he i3 said to be writing  history
of the eampaige, and will no doubt make knowa his grievance. No satis-
factory reason was assigned for their being omifted; had they been too
numerous, it would have been otherwise, but they were not so."—Kennedy,
vel. ii., pp. 118—118.

On the 14th of September, befors the separation of the Forees of the iwo
Presidencies of Bengal and Bombay, a General Order was issued, of which
the following ia an extract :—

¢ Sir Jobn Xeane esninot omit this spportunity of essuring the Troops of both
Preeidencies, that it will be = proud reffection to him throughout his afier life, to
have had the honour of commanding Troops of such high character aud bearing,
and who have surmounzed diffculties of all kinds withezt & murmuz, bat on the
cantraryy & cheerfulaess which does them honor, and which marks their high disci
pline and good feeling : these qualities, combined with gallantry, they gave the ene~
my & eignal proof of, on the memorable day when their sirongbold Ghuzaee fefl,

# The conduot of the Troops has been na jess marked by their gallantry and high
bearing on ihat occasion, than it has all elong by the cordial good feeling which has
subsisted between the combined forcez of Bengal and Bombay throughout ihis sers
vige, and to which it will be the pleasing duty of Sir Jolin Heane 1o call the attena
tion of the Right Henorable Lord Auckland, the Governor-General; aod he is con-

vinced it will be equally gratifying to his Lordship to learn it, as it i¢ to him to re~
port it,

it His Iajesty Shah Shoofah-oal. Meolk has requested Sir John Keane to signify
to the Troops that His DMajesty has, in token of his grasitnde, determined on cona
ferring the decoration of the Order of the Doorasttee Empire on cettais Officers, and
10 present svery Officer and Soldfer present at Ghuznee on the 28d July last; with
amedal. That his Majesty has further addressed a letter theough the Right How
norable the Governor-General of India, to our moat gracious Severeign Queen
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Victaria, requesting that Her Majesty may be gracionsly pleased to permic the Offi-
cers and Soldiers to wesr these marke of distinetion.”’ (93}
By erder, %e.
(Signed) R. Macponarp, Lieut, Colonel,
Mily. Seey. and Depy. Adjt. Genl. H. M.’s Forces, Bombay,
Cuo the 18th September the Bombay eolumn quitted Cabool ; they retraced
their steps by the reute over which they had advaneed as far as Ghuzois :
thevee ¢rossing the Toba mountains, they made a short eut on Quetts,
evading the detoar by Candahar, and pursuing a line of march lo Quettah
entirely new to them. From Quettah part of the fores proceeded to Kelat,
which they captured. But this will form a part of our narrative to which
we mnst return after tracing the progress of the Bengal troops te Ferozes
pore. Towards the beginning of October, the affairs te the porthward of
the Hindoo Koosh begar to wear ao aspect so alarming as to oceasion
serious apprehensions to the authorities at Cabool. Dast Mahomed ap-
pearsd to have so firmly established himself in the favour of the Chief of
Koondooz, and te have obtained such entire eomrmand of the reseurces
of the country, that the Eavoy and Minister, at the suggestion of Dr
Lord, had at one time reselved to establish, even at that late season of the
year, a brigade near Syghas. From this ill-considered measnre he was
dissuaded by Sir John Keane. The troaps seat out could have had no time
to gonstrues for themselves sufficient eantonments before the setting in of
winter; and would, even if they biad, have been eut off from all communi~
eation with the army at Cabool, and exposed gingle-handed, and without
ammunition, pravisions, line of operations, or means of resistance, to the
attacks of all the forees of independent Tartary, whick, as subsequently
shown, could easily muster to the extent of 12,000 men. (96) This was
a bud of the fatal system which afterwards spread abroad, and proved fatal
tous. The Besgal troops rematued for nearly a month after the departure
of the Bombay eolump—as late, in fact, as the seazon would permit.
Head-guartera, under Lord Keane, marched on the 15th October, and the
remainder followed with as little delay as possible,—and the whole of thoge
who proposed returning for the present to India had loft before the 20th
The cold was severa in the pass—-ico was found upon the roads, and the
bodies of dead camels and lorses lay frozen all arcund, and the horsemen’s
cloaks which chanced in the morning to be splashed with water in erossing
the stream, were Immediately decorated with a border of ice. (97) Hyder

95, These Medals have since been presented to the Officers aad Seldjers ia
the name of the Government of India.

96. Major Havelack, vol. ii,, p. 371,

97. Major Iavelock, vol. ik p. 176.
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Khan, governor of Ghuznie, and Hadjee Khan XKakur, accompanied the
force, "We shall not at present attempt a description of this tremendeous
chain of defiles, or the savage predatory tribes which inhabit them, which
occupy nearly the whole space betwixt Cabool and Peshawur, a siretch of
200 miles. We shall, in the last chapters of our narrative-wthose which
record the melancholy loss of 13,000 mer in the pass in January 1842,
and in that which describes the victorisus advance of General Pollock on his
missfon of vengeance eight months afterwards,require to go ever every
part of the ground which Lord Keans with his retiring force traversed with-
out annoyance or impediment. [t is enongh at present to mention, that
the army which left the capital on the 18th Qetober reashed Peshawur on
the 8th November. They bad not been aitacked or molested in any way,
except the rear division on the last day's mareh in the Khyber pasr, when
two officers were wounded, severzl men killed and wounded, and maay
camels with their loads taken by the tribes that afierwards gave so much
tronble ; nor experienced greater difienlty than might have been anticipated
jo traversing such wild and sterile regions. TFrom Peshawnr the route lay
through the friendly territory of the Seikh ruler: the distance iz 350 wiler,
which was traversed without inconvenieace or chstructiom, our troops
yeaching the froutier station of Ferazepare on the Sutle) on New-year's
day t840.

A deputation from the Maharajesh Kuorruck Sing met Sir John Keane
at Attock, on eressing by the bridge of boats over the Indus after jis
junetion with the Cabool River at that place, to invite His Excellency to
visit the Court of Lahore. At the head of the deputation was Lena Sing,
a young and handsome Sirdar of great wealth, with an escort of 2000 men
well mounted asd appointed, who continued with the Commander-in-Chief
during his whole journey afterwards through the Punjaub until lie reached
Ferozopore, Lena Sing is one of the very few men of high rank (or jndeed of
any rank} in his country given te literary and scientific pursuits, Ile is
particularly fond of Astronomy, and not a day passed without his asking
guestions, avd taking instruetions from Major Thomson aad the other Bogi-
neer otficers, He was preseated with a Sextant, which pleased him much,
and a set of instruments and telescopes were ordered out frz bim from Fng-

land.

Sir Jobn Keane with all his personal Staffand the Staff of the Bengal
foree, made the detour to Lahare, while the Army continued to move by
the direct route through the country, where he arrived on Christmas
day, taking with him as his Ezcort—Her Majesty’s 16th Lancers, a Troop
of Bengal Horse Artillery, and bis Infantry Escort of the Bombay 19th N.
1. His reesplion was most cordial, and altended with a degree of splendour
which cannot be rivalled by any other Eastern Court in the present day.
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All the usnal ceremonies wers gone through, and a display made of Jewels,
Cashmeers, Cloth of Gold, &c. &o., that surprized all who had zeen it for
the first time. 8ir Jobn Keane was unfortunately go unwell at times, as
not to be able to attend all the ceremonies, and by the approval of the Ma-
barajah he was on those occasions represented by Colonel Macdonald: The
most jmposing of 2]l the ceremonies was a review of 45,000 men, with 152
pieces of cannon, drawn up io one continued line, under the command of
the Heir apparent to the throne, Nao Nehal Sing, a high-spirited youth of
abont 20 years of zge, who afterwards lost big life by the falling of a beam,
at one of the pateways, on the day of his faiher's funeral, when hie was to suc-
ceed as sovereign of the Punjaub, The eonrtiers, Generzls and others, as
well as the whole of the Staff Officers of the British Foree, were mounted an
Elephazts, and mostly seated in gold and silver Howdals, (98} to afford
them a betler view of the troops from their elevated seats, than they conld
command on their chargers. The fine appearanes of the trosps, and their
appointments, surprised the British Qfficers. The arms, cuirasses and
clothing were all of French manufacture, The late Runjeet Sing had given
a earte blanehe to two of Napoleon's officers of distineticn, Allard and
Ventors, Generals inthe Mabarajah's service, to procure in France ail that
they considered requisite for the equipment and respectability of His High=
nese’s Army. Tliere were besides in his serviee, of the Napoleon school,
Gencrals Court and Avitabile (the latler 2 most intelligent energetic man,
who has since proved himsell so useful and such a staneh friend to the Bri.
tch ag Governor of the Province of Peshawar,) together with maoy other
French, German and Italian officers of inferior grade ; and the drill and dis-
cipline was eatirely Freuch. The Cuirassiers and Artillery were partieu.
larly well harsed and appeinted, and aill had the appearance of soldiers; it is
Lelieved that if it came to blows, they would make but a poor stand against
a British Force,

On the 7th Jangary Siv John Keage and his staff left them for Bombay,
and thbe vacious regiments were dispersed amongst their respective canton-
ments.  Since the 8th Nevember 1838, the Bengal column had traversed
a space of 207G miles, the [ongest continuous march ever accomplished
by an Indian army. (99)

We must now return to the movemenis of the Bowmbay column, and
follow them through this important episede, detailing the operations against
Kelat, out of which one of the most singular passages in the history of cur
policy in the Hast so speedily arcse. “ It was a strange feeling in retracing
our steps,” says Dr Kennedy (I106),* to compare the numeroas recollec-

08, A Howdah resembles the body of a Gig, or very large arm chair.
99. Major Hough, p. 362

100. VoL, ii. p. 121. History of the Campaign of the Army of the Indus.



126

tions of cur journey on the advamee, with itz doubls and unecertainties,
and the thousand wild rumours which were every day afloat, in contrast to
the solution of all diffienities and the termination of all danger, on the
homeward mareh of the army.”’

Capt, Outram appears on most oceasions (o have beeu the officer in all
the army sought oul when any enlerprize of especial hazard, or where
unusual dispateh or daring was required, whose services were put in requi~
sition. The Envoy having spplied to have him placed in political employ-
ment,~on the 7th Sept., a week before the march of the Bombay eolumn,
he was sent out to depose, and, if possible, to arrest the refractory Ghilzie
ehiefs, Mehta Moossa Khaw, Abdool Rehman Xhan, Ghool Mahomed
Kban, apd the Mama, 2 Chief so named from his being the uncle of the
Candabar Sirdsrs, (101) and to establish the newly appointed Ghilzie
Governors, Meer Allum Khan, Zeman Khan, and Khullesl Kkan;—to
punish the iehabitants of Masroof, who, in May last, wanlonly destroyed a
caravan proceeding from Hindostan to Candahar j—and lastly, to reduce
the forts of Hadjee Khan Kakur, shonld they still be held by his adherents.
The murder of Colonel Herring was reported just as he was about to
Start; he was directod il possible to search out and purish the perpetrators
of that atrocity. The foree placed under his charge consisted of & wisg of
the Shah's Ist Cavalry sud Goorkah Battalion, Capt. Abbot’s Battery of 9
pounders from Cabool, a reinforeement from Capt. Macan’s Regiment of
Shahk’s Infantry at Candahar, half of the Shal’s 24 Regiment of Cavairy,
s#nd a Lrigade of Horse Arlillery. In consideration of the diffienity of
obtaining forage and preventing plunder with so large a number, the
regular force was, at the especial request of Capt. Outram, reduced to 500
mett, A thousand Affghan eavslry, under Mahomed Oosman Khan, an
uncle of the King, led in parties by 20 Affighan Chisfs, were to be added.
After the experience of the trust to be repesed in the Affghans, which had
been supplied from the time we reached (Quetiali, sud especially after the
eonduct of Hadjee Khan Kakur and his people, it seems singular that the
system of pressing them jnto a service in which they seemed determined
only to impede or thwart car aims, shonld have heen persisted in, when we
had troaps of our own in the country sufficient for the dischbarge of all the
duty desired to be performed. It is impossible to conceive what good end
could have been purpased fo be served by it, unless to deiude the people at
a distance into the belief that the Shah was subduing and quieting the
couniry by the help of his owa subjecte ; a more thorough delusion, or one
more zealously siriven after, could not be imagined. The Affghan auxiii-

6101- Outram’s Rough Nedes, p. 123. We have copied the inatractions ver-
atin.
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aries could not he got ready, and Capt- Qutram moarched without them.,
His Majesty, though unable to make his faithful subjects accompany the
expedilion, promised to drive thew after it, and, in three days after it was
gore, he sneceeded in driving a part of them from Cabool ; they joined on
the 7th day of the march. On the evening of the 14th, Meer Allom Kban
suteceeded in capturing some of the banditti conmected with the murder of
Colonel Herring, Oa the 20th, Buxee Khan was captured. The following
day, Capt. Qulram's party were reinforeed by a wiog of the I6th N. I.
under Major M*Laren, and they arrived at daybreak at a deep dell oeenpied
by the gang of which they were in guest. Our people managed eomplotoly
to surround the marauders; they fought desperately, and maintzined their
positien until their ammunition was exiausted, when they were induced to
throw down their arms, after 16 of the most desperate of their body kad
been killed, aed 71 wounded. We lost three sepoys, and had twe European
and two Native officers wounded. Not a sonl escaped ; 112 prisoners, with
a similar number of camels, fell into our hands, The Company's mark on
the head of tho apimals ehowed that they had been scquired by plunder,
Forty-six of the most ferocicus of the robbers were selected, and despatched
to Cabool for exegution. Capt, Gutram's parly were now moving on 2 line
nearly pargllel with that of the Bombay eolumn, which had left Ghuznie
on the 29th Sept., {102} under a temperature which at night sunk te 94
deg., and were pow only three marchies to their right, They wers in con.
stant iatercourse with Sir T. Willshire, who supplied them with whatever
reinforcements were necessary. On the 1st Oct., the detachment of the
Shab’'s Ist Cavalry, under Lient. M'Kenzie, was ordered fo returu to
Cabool—three weeks of such severe marching as that required amongst the
Ghilzie mouontains, having knoeked ap all the horses, On the 5d the
Poonah Auxiliary Harse, nnder Captain Keith Trskine, arrived in camp g
the next night they made up with a couple of nina-pounders, escorted by 3
wing of the Bombay 1%th N. L, s¢ent out to mest them from Ghuznie by
provious agreernent, On the 5th, Capt. Outram marched his littls band 42
miles in the course of 24 hours. The following day he surprised in his fort
the principal Ghilzle chief Abdoo! Rehman Khan, The father of this man,
when disputing the empire with Shah Zeman, besieged Cabool with 50,000
horse and foot. Abdool Rehman seemed to have had oo intentien to dy.
He had, just before the arrival of our troops, sent off hia women and pro-
perty : he bimself, with eighty chosen horsemen, remained within his hold.
It was 3 well-constrneted fort, with a wet ditch and Jofty citadel, before
which in former days the Shah Scojah had twice been foiled and forced to

192. Dr, Xennedy, &c., vol. ii,p. 122.
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reture. Capt. Oulram had resolved io defer the captara of the place till ths
following evening, that the cavalry might be suficiently rested to be able
immediately thereafter to make a dash npon the other chiefs, whoss stromg-
kolds wero only about a forced march off. Major M*Laren had the fort
surrounded by 500 cavalry, besides two compenies of the 16th Beogal N. L.
stationed under cover within 200 yards of the gate. Near midnight, how-
ever, Abdool and his party suddenly rushed out on harseback throogh our
piquets, and dispersing in all directions, managed to escape in the dark,
He had remained to tle last in his fort nnder the expectation of being joined
by a neighbouring chief, who was to have attacked our rezr with 1000
horse. This man had been brought ever to our interests, and had come into
our camp the previous evening before suusct, leaving no choice to Abdool
Rebman but to attempt the flight thus boldly and suceessfally effected.
The fort was completely destroyed, having been mived and blown up by us
after its evacnation. On the evening of Lhe 8th, Captain Outram rode into
Gen, Willshire’s eamp, attended by po wiore than a couple of Ghilzie fola
lowers, though the distance was 20 wiles. Thess operations against the
Ghilzies were continued with the ulmost enterprise and spirit, and with no
fnconsiderable suceess, till the troops reached Quettah ca the 8ist October.
Captain Outram: had latterly occasionally aceompanied the Bombay colnmn,
sometimes moved parallel with ity apd occasionally crossed its path im all
directions, 'The season of extreme eold was now approaching ; the country
was to the last degree barren and inhospitable, ©Oa the 18th Ostober, on
reaching the summit of the Toba mountains, the thermomeier at daybreak
stood at 19 deg.~18 degrees below freezing. The engineer officer in charge
{Captain Peat) stated that it only required the difficulties of the country
to be a fraction of a fraction greater than they were, when the reads wonld
Lave become impassable. On the 20tk they regained the line of their
original advance at Hyderzye, and found themselvea plentifally supplied
with provisions, sent out on purpoze by Captain Bean from Quettah ; the
fort was attained in safety the seeond day after. -
Before the Bombay column quitted Cabeol it had been determined that
Mehrab Xhan shonld be deposed, and a remote relative, Nowaz Khan, a
Culchee chief, placed in autherity at Kelat. The conduct of the Beloo-
chee chief has been pretty fully treated of in the preliminary chapter
and earlier portion of the present narrative. Finding that all the obstrue-
tions which hie had endeavoured to throw in our way, and the numberless
annoyances he had occasioned us, had failed to retard vs on the path of
viciory, or to prevent the restoration of the Shah Sheojah: he no sooner
found the Suddozye power supreme, and the British army likely to maintain
jtself in Affghanistan, than he seat in all sorts of professions of loyally and
devolion towards the king, and friendship for his allies. On General Will.
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shire’s arrival at Queltah, he recelved a letler written in the same unblush-
ing style as those addreseed to the envoy and winister, in which he
declared himself the faithful snbject of the Shah Shoojah, and devoted ally
of the British government, {103) and eatreating that he would interfere to
preveni the hostile measures which Captain Bean, the political agent for
Shaw!, had meditated, from being put in execution against him ; conclud-
ing by stating, that if attacked he would defend himself to the last. The
nature of our information as to the state of affairs at Kelal appears to have
been almost inconceivably imperfact, The most fitiing time for a move-
ment against it would probably have been the menth of Angust, when
General Nott, left at Quettah to keep the Beloochees in cleck, had a foree
under his charge abundantly powerful for the purpose, espeeially ag the
intelligence of the full of Ghuznie had at that timc astonished and stunned
the whole of Affghanistan. It was afterwards said that Captain Bean had
requested General Nott te undertake the adventure with a single native
regiment and a company of artillery. Ho was beliesed to have been pre—
vented from this by a peint of military etiqueite on reeeiving a copy of
General Willshire's instructions. Matiers bLeing now fully arranged, Bri-
gadier Baumgardt was dispatched on the §d Nov.with H. M.'s 2d and ) 7th
Toot, and the 8lst Bengal N. I. The wheie of the line regiments being
weak, these mustered less thas 1000 bayonets, (104) To these were added =ix
light field pieces, two of the Bowbay Horse and foar of the Shah's Artillery ;
the sapper corps, and 150 irregulars, the whole in the best possible order.
General Willshire and staff followed them the enseing day. The remain-
ing portion of the Bombay column under Brigadier Seotf, consisting of
the park, with the whole of the cavalry and greater part of the artillery,
and the 19th N- L, proceeded through the Bolan Pass, and so by Dadur on
to Sukkur, where they arrived without obstruetion or adventure on the
29th November. Accounts of the fall of Kelat and of the advance of the
HRussiana on Khiva, had reached them on the way, asd in eonsequence of
the latter event they were directed by the political agent to halt near
Bhaug ; buot ebolera bad broken out amongst them in a part of the country
where comforts were not precurable, anzd azcting on the reeornmeu&gtinu of
the head of the medical department, Brigadier Scott wmoved on. Betwixt
the 20th and 30th of November, the foree, mustoring short of 700 men,
lost by this appalling visitation Surgeon Forbes of the 1st Bombay Cavalry,
and Captain Ogle of H. M.'s 4th Dragoons, together with 56 Luropean
goldiers: The natives escaped.

To return to the eperations against Kelat, whitherward, as above stated,

103, Dr Kennedy, vol. ii. p, 135,
104. Dr Kennedy, vol. ii. p- 143, varbat.
T
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Generzl Willshire had marehed on the $th November. Until the 13th of

the mouth, when they closely approached Kelat, the eolumn met with little
opposition ia their progress ; it was now that active operations commencad.
Wa shall draw on Capt. Qutram's rough notes for an account of the capture
of the town. (105).

“ 13¢th Nov. Marched at sunrise, the Local Horse being leftin charge of the
baggage. About s mile from the encampment we bhad just left, we were met by n
tody of about one hundred borse, who keptaloof until they observed that we had
no Cavalry to oppese to them, whereupon they became boldery and galloping
closeup tothe head of the Columin, discharged their matehlocks, A party of
Light Enfantry Laving been thrown out to keep them at a distance, we contipued
our march without further molestation about six mciles, when, on our surmounting
8 smsll range of hills, Lthe town and fortress of Khelat suddenly burst upon our

vigw, It was troly an imposing sight. Scme smail Kills in front were erewned

with masses of soldiera, end the toweTing citadel which frowned above thera
in their resr, wss campletcly clustered over with Luman beings,—ladies of the
harery chiefly, who had assembled to witness the discomiizure of the Feringees,
and the prowess of theit Lords, all of whom, with the Khan at their head, had
pteviously marched out to the heighte, where they awaited us in battle array!

¢ Ko gocner had the head of the British Colump shewed itself, than the enemy’s
guns, of which there were five in positien om the heights, opened uponit; but
being il direcied, they were unatuended with effect. In order to assemble every
efficient man of his small arny, General Willshire here halted the troopa until
the baggage had closed up, essigning the charge of it, and of the sick, tothe
Loeal Horse. It wos very evident that the evemy, who greatly cutstripped us
in point ofsumbers, were lully bent upon mischief ; and vur total strength amount-
ing to iess than one thousand bayonets, we had nothing to spare in the contest
that awaited us, During this delay two sompsanies were sent o clear some gardens
on owur left; and a Lody of horse threstening us from that direction, a few
shrapnel shells were thrown amougst them, which ceused themio withdraw to the
fort. The cool and determived demeanour of our veteran General inapized every
one present with confidenee of success, nor shall I uver forget the ebvious feejing
of delight with which his deep toned word of command, ¢ Loosen cartridges,’ was
received by the soldiers—evineing as it did, that an immediate auack was intended,
and 1ffat seripus opposition might be expected.

" The following plan of sssault was then communicated by vhe General. Under
cover of the Artillery, the three redoublits on the heights are fiest to be carried by
four ¢ompanics of each Regiment. U'wo companies ere to advanse through the
gardens, en our left, and the remaining ten companies are to form the reserve,
'Fhe heighte, onee in our possession, would setve ina great measure to cover our

camp from the Artillery of the fort, and would afford us a commanding position
from which to aonoy the Garrison.

105. Caplain Outram, pp. 141347,
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CAPTURE OF EHELAT.

¢ All being In readiness, the three columoa of attack moved steadily forward
preceded by the Artillery, which uolimbered gt the foot of the hills, and opened
n cannonade of sbells and shrapnel with siaeh admirsble precision, that the masses
of the enemy; erowning the heights, were compelled te abandan their pesition long
before the Infantry had gained the summit, Observing the enemy endesvouring
to draw off their guns, the General despatehed me with orders to the Column of
the Queen’s Raysls, which was the nearest to the gate, o pursue the fugitives,
and if possible, to enter the fort with them—but at any rate to prevent their
taking in the ordnanze. I overtook the hesd of the coluron before it had atained
to the redoubt ( C,) and galloped on to the redoubc at the very mament that
the enemy were vacating it ; when perceiving them to be eagaged in the attempt
to carry off oneof tbe pieces of Artillery, T called on Captain Raitt of the Queen's
Reyals to push down quickly with bis Grenadiers; and if unable to enter the gate
with the enemy, st all events to espture the gun. I accompanied this party,
which roshed down tbe Lilly but srrived too late to enter the Fort with the enemy,
who however abandoned the gun outeide, and hastily clased the gate after them,

¢ Leaving the Grenadiers te take post under cover of a ruived building, (marked
E. in the plan,) within sixty yards of the gate, so 33 ta be in readiness to enter
by it, in case the general might decide vpon follewing up thiz advantage by
blowing open the gate before the Garrison should find time to block it up, as they
doubtless would do, were the sattack to be delsyed, I rede back to report pro-
gress. The whole of our troops were siready on the heights, and the guns
were also being  dragged up. Four of the latter were ditected 1o play upos the
towers comianding the gateway fromthe positions B. B., whilst the other two
were ordered down to D, for the purpose of battering the gate ftself, The Ges
neral at the same time despatched me to G., with ianstructions to bring up the
Ligit Companies under Major Penmyeuick to H., where a mud wall sbout fous
feet in height, afforded shelter within thirty yarde ofthe wall, on the oppasite side
of the gate 10 that near which the Greaadiers of 1he Queen's Boysls were posted.
Having brought thewm at doubls quick time across the plain to within two hundred
yerds of she wallsy aod then directed thew to seatter and rush uader cover, T
returned to the General, taking the point E. in my way, in order to warn the
Grenadiers thet the gate would he immediately biown open, when they ware to
rush in simultaneously with the Light Companies from she opposite side, It was
whilst taking np the positions E, and H, that most of the easualties during thig
day occurred, the troops so eogaged beipg exposed to an exceedingly hot fire
from the walls, On these two occasions I was the only mounted cfficer present,
but although both the neture of o1y oceupstion, and the singularity of roy rifie
uniform, ditfering ag it did from all sthers, must have atiracied a considersble share
of the enemy's Observation, I escaped with my nsual good fortuse,

¢ From the point D., the two guns now opevned uponthe gate, and being 2d-
mirsbly directed (by Lieet. Henry Creed of the Bombay Artillery,) a few rounds
were sufficient to tivrow down ons half of it. ‘The general's sigaala for the advance
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of the storming parties, not being immediately observed, 1 galloped down, and
accompanied the Greenadiers to the gate, after seeing them in secure sceupation of
which, I returned to the General, whom I met close to the forty bringing vp the
main body of the roops, He immediately despatehed me with Captain Darley’s
Company of . 3% 17th Fool, with instyuetions to take the 31st Regiment Beo-
gal Native Infantry along with twe, and with these to storm the heights end
secure Lhe gate on the opposite side of the fore, After passing quickly round
the western face, from which we wera exposed to a considerable fire, T placed the
Company of the 17th under cover of aspur of the hill, and thence proceeded
back to seek for the 31st Begiment, whick I found scouring the suburbs, Has
ving vaited the two detachments, we siermed the hiefghta st K, where we eox-
perienced some trifling opposition from maichlockmen occupying the rocks above:
these being soon dispersed we ruched down to the gate 1., driving in & party of the
enemy with such precipitation that they bad not time te securs the gate, possession
of which was thus obtained, and the escape of the garrison entirely cut off,

4 We were here joined by a patty under Major Deshon, which had been sent
round by the eastern face of the fort ;3 when I directed the officers to leave a de-
techment in cherge of the gate, and with the remaining porticn to make their way
vp to the citadel; which still maintained a fire upon our troops, whilst I ac.
companied Lieutenant Creed for the purpose of seleeting & position frotn whence
to bombard it with the Shab®s guns, Placed the guns in posititen at N., and
opened a fire on the citadel which was continued with destinctive effest, until
our soldiers had obtained possession. Rejeinlug the General in the weantime,
ta report progress, [ found him at the gace first carried, giving orders for sttachiog
bags of gunpowder to the gates of Lhe eitadei, whieh had hitherio suecessfully
resisted all attempts to enter it from this side. Reported that the party froma the
oppesite quarter had already got well up, and with the aid of Licutenaunt Creed’a
guns, weuld shortly surmonnt every obstacle, Hereupon troops were again sent
up to co-operate, and a few minutes more sufficed to display the British standards
waviog over ibe highest of the towers of Khelar, All hosdilities immediately
ceased, and the soldiera displayed much greater forbesrance than they nsually do
on such o¢easions. Quarter was never refused by them when craved by cries of
¢ Amen’ ¢ Aman,’ and before nightfal] nearly two thousand prisoners had been
removed fram the fort unharmed.

¢ About four hundred of the Garrison are supposed ta have falles in this affeir,
and smongst them are the thiefs Meheab Khan, Wullee DMehomed Khban, and
other principal Beloshe shieftaine—evety person of note having been either
“slain or esptured. Some anxzisty was eXpressed by the General on the oceasion
of my rejoining him at the first gate, in consequunce of the rumoured escape of
Mehrab Khan; but 1 assured him that as the fighting portion of the Gerrison had
been driven back whilst in the act of atlempting te decamp by the opposite
gate, I entertaived vo doubt that the Kban was still withia the fort, sivce he
could not, in honor, have previonsly deserted his followers, This afterwards
proved to be the case. Foiled on that occasion im his attempt 1o esespe, the
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Chief bad returned to the citadel with Wullee Mahomed Khan of Wiedd, and others
of his most trosty followers, where they had all died sword in band ; the
Khan himself being slain by a thot through the neck, from whose hand itis
not known. Censideriog the small number of our troops, not one hall of whom
were actually engaged, the loss en our side iz severe. Thirty-iwe were killed,
and one hundred and seves wounded ; amongst the former is Licutenant Gravatt
of the Queen’s Royala, and there sre nine oficers amongst the Jatter.

*14th, Working parties have been employed the whole dey in removing
and burying the dead, as well as in celleciing prize property. Seattered as the
dead bodies are over every part of the town, amang hauses; the numerouy dark
chambers of which are nat easily explored, it has not yet been practicable to as-
certain the number of the slain. The amount of bootyis supposed to be very
congiderable, but we unfortunetely do nol possess the means of carrying itaway,
nor is there any market here In which to dispose of it. The arms especially are of
very superior manufacture, and the sword of the fallea chief Iehrat Khan in par-
ticular, which is of the most costly workmsuship, is estimated to be of great
value. The members of our lictle army bave with ose aceord reselved upon
presenting this enviable ttophy to thelr pallant Jeader, General Willshire, in token
of their admiration of his heroic bearing yesierday.’—Oulram’s Rough Notes,
Pp. 141347,

The joyous tidings of thia event were carried by Capt. Gutram to Bombay
through the very Leart of the enemy’s country, until be resched Son-
meeance by the sea, {106) The aldventure was as dangerons and daring as
any that conld have been uandertaken, end the bold adventurer only escaped
on reaching the share by about five hours before his pursuers.

There is no doubt that the capture of Ilelat was not only the most
ereditable affeir doring the campaign, but that it was in itself exceedingly
brilliant and meritorious,~—weliable ta bear comparison with any exploit
our troops ever performed in India. XKelat, with a garrison only one
third less nomerous than that of Ghbuznie, and fortifications scareely less
formidable, was captured by a foree musiering litile over 1000 baycwets,
without cavalry, and with only one light guns, At Ghnznie we had 40
pieces of artillery, and above 6000 men; we speak comparstively; we
have no wish to disparage the skill, bravery, or moderation of the last
nvamed gallaot esploit which sealed the fortunes of the war. The loss of
the enemy was computed at about 300 men; amongst these were num-
bered eizht of the most influential ehiefs, including Mebrab Khan himseif:
three others were taken prisoners. This brought up the loss of the Afghans

106, Capt. Outram had, after quitting Caboeol, been, during his operations
agaicst the Ghilzies, invested with extensive political powers. These ceased
on his approach to Quettah, when he was made nide-de-camp to Sir T.
‘Willshire, and permitted to do duty with the engineers.
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during the campaign to about 2500, Our casualties amounted to 5}
killed, and 108 wonnded. The value of the spoil taken at Kelat was at
firet calenlated as high as £60,000, it lurned out considerably less than a
tenth of this. The prineipal item was the crown asd Zenana jewels * these
had beew bnilt up apd plastered over in the wall of the house of the chief
counsellor of the Khan. No hint had been given in rogard to them until
our army was about to leave, and the tonement in which they were seereted
had bees assigned as a habitaticn to our future resident. A native, fearing
probably that ihey wust by ard bye he discovered without his aid, or
without advantage to any of those who were in the secret, disciosed the
place of consealment-—which it required much labour to break open. The
history of this much of our spoil is 80 singular a= to deserve a few lines of
notice ; they were valued at £60,000 ; we have seen how nearly they wera
migsed ; on their way to India they were ss nearly lost. The jewels were
entrusted o Lthe eare of H. M.'s 17th. About 300 of this Regiment having
embarked at urraghee on board the transport fHanuak for Bombay, were
shipwrecked at the moutb of the Indns on the 17th of March, Noune of
the people were lost, and the jewels were saved by Colonel Peanycuick;
who carried them on his back for a considerable way through the sucf and
marsh. They were sold at Bombay the follewing July for betwixt £5000
and £6000 : but the premises of the salesman shorlly after the sale were
broken inte and robbed, and he himself afterwards became bankrupr ; tise
amount realized to the army was a sufficiently insignificant fraction of that
originally looked for.

Mehrab Kban and big principal chiefs having thua been sammarily dis-
posed of by the fate of war, the Seld was ali but clear, and Newaz Xhan
was at once ¢stablished on the musnud. We had berome so familiar with
the unseating and reseating of rulerz on thromes, that it seemed to be
thought that it required no more than the announcement that the house of
Nusseer had ceased to reign, to ensure stability to the ruie of his successor.
Newaz was aceordingly lefi to maintain himself in authority as he best
could over the fierce aud independent tribes whom he was designed to con-
troul and to re-subject to the new Doorannee sovereign. Although Mehrab
Khan had left & son—a spirited boy of fourteen years of age, to whom his
subjects seemed devoted,—and a widow—a woman of infinite courage, talent,
and perseverance, no apprehension appears to have been entertained on his
aceount, or effort made to get them into our hands. The new rulee, as if
established by the proscription of half a centary, was left with Lieut, Love-
day as cur Envoy at his court, and 30 sepoys as a guard of honour] The
result was, that in six mosnths® time he was expeiled from Kelat ; Loveday
was taken and murdered; and an insurrectionsry movement of 18 months’
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dnration brought about, which eost us £300,000 in treasure, the lives of 12
British officers, and some 300 soldiers, and ended in our reversing all that
wa had dones—pensioning the widew, and replacing the son of Mehrab
upon his father's throne, This, however, comes to be treated in a zub-
sequent chapter, :

Sir T. Willshire returned by the Gundava pass into Culchee—a fertile
distriet in Upper Seinde ; and joined the force stationed at Sokkur,—his
gallant little army being shorily afterwards broken wp. Sir John Keane
and his staff arrived there from Ferozepore, on the 4ih February, 1840,
and gave the final orders for the breaking up of the army of the Indus,
under instrnetions from the Goversor-General, after which the Com.
mander-in-Chief proccedad to Kurrachee, where he embarked for Bombay
and there landed with his staff, on the 27th Fehruary, amidst the roar of
cannon and other demanatrations ef respect.

Trnos closed the first Affghan canpaigs; and as the people at home
appeared to have believed, concluded all arrangements exaetly az had been
desiderated, bringing round a period of universal peace. The war expen-
diture of these filteen months seems, as mear as can be guessed, to have
amounted to nine millions sterling. Oor less of men, including camp-
followers, appears altogether to have been under 300,—the principal part of
the deaths having been oceasioned by predatory attacks on our line of
march. About 38,000 Government camels had perished en the mareh,
occasioning a loss of £140,518 in this item alone, ¢107)—this includes
sbout 4000 privale eamsls, the value of which amounted to nearly £30,000,
besides the loss to Governmeat just stated. The total Joss of property
ineurred by individual members of the service, is estimated at nearly £70,000
in the course of fourteen months, and whieh fell to be paid for by the officers
of the force, TUpper India was drained to supply this amount of carriage;
(108) and we never, till the conelusion of the war, ¢ould eommand sufficient
means of iransport for our stores. The enemy bad, 2s already stated, lost
about 500 men befere we reached Candabar, and 1000 at the storm of
Ghuznie. We find no return of their casualties either on our advanee to Ca-
bool, or our retirement through the Khyber Pass,or during Major Outram’s
operations against the Ghilzies, where their loss must have beensevere. We
are satisfied that to set them down at 500 will be noder the mark: 500
more at Kelat, bringing up the casualties on their side during the campaign
to about 2500.

But though the fighiing was closed, the most momentous and costly
portion of our connection with Affghaniatan was only just begun. The

107. Majer Bough— Appendix.
198, Ibid, p. 7, b
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Shal’s contingent was already about 10,000 strong; it was, within six
wonths, raised to 13,000 ; it was oflicered and paid by us, and was chiefly
compased of subjects of the British Government. The cost of this, falling
on our tressury, amounted ia 1841 to very mearly half s millinn sterling.

Of the Seikh force of 5000 men which had ascended the Khyber Pass
with Colonel Wade, a single regiment alone returned with him, The
rest remained at Cabool. But the aid of 25,000 fereign soldiers, even
with the fear of British power, was found inadequate Lo assure the Shah of
the loyalty or sabmission of his subjects, We bave traced to the confines
of Jondia the Bengal and Bombay columns on their retirement; but these
were the mere skeletons of the forces which, under the same name, had
ascended the Bolan Pass. The wlole of the Bengal division of infantry,
the 2ad Bengal light cavalry, and No. 8 light field battery, were ordored to
remain in Affghanistan ; (109)wwthe clouds which began to 1hreaten on
the N. W, just as we were preparing to leave, induced the Coramander-
jn-chief to comply with the reguesi of the Envoy and Minister, that asother
brigade might be left behind beyond what had been originally contem—
plated.

In detail, the arrangements of the force stood thus: H. M, 13th, and the
85th N. I, with three guos, were statioued in the Bala Hissar, Cabool ;
togetl:er with the Shab's ist Cavalry, with some of his Artillery. 'This
force, amounting to about 2,000 men, were to be commanded by Lieut
Colonel Deonie.  The 48th N. L., the 4th Brigade, a detachment of sappers
and winers, and 24 eavalry, willt a ressalak of Skinner’s liorse, and three
guns, were to be eanioned at Jellalabad ; where the King and Eovoy,
aceording to the former luzurions custom of the Doorznnee Soversigns,
proposed to spend the winfer. If the Shak was slow jn taking on himself
the toils of King-eraft, he waa resolved that he should pestpune the enjoy«
ment of none of the luxuries of royalty for the sake of the tranguillization
of his kingdom., The Ghuznie garrison was to be placed nnder charge of
Major {now Colenel) McLaren, and to cousist of the 16th N, 1., a ressalah
of Skinner's horse, and such defails of the Shah's contingent as eould be
made available. The 42d and 48d N, 1., with heavy ariillery and local
hiorse, with details of the Shah's troops, were to be stationed at Candahar.
(110) The Shal:'s infaniry mustered in all abeut 4000, kis regular cavairy
about 2000. Subsequent to the arrival at Caliool, garrison-artillery had
been formed, with a mountain-train of 12 8-prs, The Afighan and Kohistan
levies, raised on our arrival, amounted to about 4900, and the wlole con-
tingent to abent 13,000 men. Including the British force, which consisted

109. Major Hough, p. 268,
110. General Order copied from Major Hough.
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of IJ. M.’s 181k, izt Bengal European Regiment, 2d Light Cavalry, and
the 24, 16th, 35th, 87th, 424, ¢34, and 48th N. I, with details of ArtiHlerys
there was, by the beginning of 1840, an organized force in Affghanistan of
20,000 men ; with from 70 to 80 guns. But the most formidable-looking
and uvlooked-for source of outlay was the salaries of thirty-two palitiesl
agents who were dispersed aver the country to See after its interesls - and who
received amongst them a revenus of £50,000 a-year. ‘We shall speedsty
6ee that liberal ss was the scale of expenditure at stariing, before aix
months had elapsed it was found necessary to have it vastly encreased : and
the regular Indian army whicl, when left bebind in October 1838, amounted
10 about 8000, was within the next twelve months more than doubled ia its
strength. At the onlbreak of the insurcection in November 184}, we had
upwards of 14,000 men, besides the contingent, in the Shah’s dominions !
How lovg such a state of matters ag this was proposed to be continued,
does not appear ;—if we might judge from the solidity and extent of the
political cdifice we should infer that it was expected to be oceupled by
British tecants for a eonsiderablo period of years. Tha expemse of the
13,000 men added to the Indian army before the war began, mecessary to
make up for the troops dispatched and detained beyond the Indus,
amounted to above £600,000—the cost of the maintenance of the exira
field force alone cxceeding a million and a quarter annually, besides all
eotwmissariat, civil, and diplomatic chazges. The services of the politiesl
agencies and thie army called the Shab's contingent, must, at all events,
have been expected to be required for a long lapse of time. Yeti the net
cost of these, as we have seen, amounted {o £550,000 a-year; whereas
the total revenues of the kingdom serewed up o their highest pitch, conld
never be raised, dariog the three following years, te more than £250,000 ;
and were pever estimated ligher than £300,000. With a country so
situated, - withont sea-coast or navigable rivers,—mineral produce or
manufacturing industry, or any single capability or means of purchase,—
it seems difficult to divine what could possibly be eontemplated by further
occupation. The fears of Russiu and Persia had proved a dream ;—the
siege of Herat was raised before our troops left their cantonments jn Hin-
dostan ;——apprehengions of disaffection in India had been dispelled, and the
Rajabs of Satiarab, and Nawanb of Kurnool, from whose Portuguese allies
and hidden canner so much was apprehended, had been raduced to the
condition of state prisoners with a3 little trouble as a bankrupt is brought
to gaol ;—Diunject Singh, one of the mest impostant parties to tha tri-
partite treaty, was on lis death-bed wlien it was signed, and in asheg before
we left Candahar ;—the Shall Svojah wae in years above 60, in constitution
at least ten years older from the life he had led,—~and his sops, from the
atroctous dissolitsaess of their charaeters, were worthless or seandalous as

u
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allies to any nation :—yet with all the parties for or against, or with whom
the treaty bad beeo contracted, thus vanishing from the scene,—prepara-
tions were being made on a scale of such mzgnituds as if 1he drama bad
been destined for perpetnity !

The intelligonce of the fall of Ghuznie, and oceupation of Cabool,
reached Englaad io the middle of October; and mothing counld exceed the
triumph with which it was received. There was certainly mueh that was
peculiarly brilliant and captivating in the exploit itsslf, and something
extremely atriking in the length, the dificulty, the boldness, and the suc-
cess of the march which had preceded it, At a quarterly meeting of the
Court of Proprietors held on the 18th December, a series of resclutions
passed the week befors by the Court of Directors was read : by these it
was agreed that tbe thanks of the court should be tendered to Lord
Aunckland, +f for the sagacity and prowmptitude with which lie had planned
the expedition, and the zeal and vigour he had displaved in preparing the
troops to take tha field.” Sir John Keane and the field offizers were also
thanked for the intrepidity and spirit manifested by them in condusting
the campaign. (i11) This was eordial enough so far as it went, and was
not unmerited : it was carried with disseat. Sir Charles Forbes spoke at
great length on the subject,~=urging the streogest objections to the policy
of the Affzhan War altogether, and especiaily adverting to the reported
slaughter of the Ghazee prisoncrs by the Shah Soojah at Ghuznie. He said
that the expenso of tha expediticn had been estimated ai three millions
sterfing : it was now admitted that it would cost five: and for his part be
would net nadertake to defray them for seven, up ts the time of the return
of our troops to India—abont the period wheo the [Ton'ble Baronet ad-
dressed the court, We have already seen thai the war charges of 1839
have sinee been set down, by the best authiorities, at about nine millions
sterlieg. It now appears that so many as nine-tenths of the Court of
Directors (112) were bostile to the policy of the war, however much dis-
posed to apprave of the military skill and bravery hy which it had been ~
carried into exectition: and the chairman never ventured, on any one
oceasion, to ask the court for an approval of the poliey! Mr, 8t. John
Tucker had, ea:ly iz 1839, made a formal protest against the war; and Sir
Henry Willock a short time afterwards addressed Lord Palmerston at
length npon the subject. The eouniry were, however, so campletely carriel
away by the clash of victorions arws, and the shout of triumph, that it
was regarded as the extremily of party rancour to apeak despairingly or
disparagingly of a system whose commencement had been crowned with

111. Report—Asiatic Jowrnal for January 1840, Yol, 39, N. 8, p. 49, part ik
112. Mr. Hoge's speech in the House of Qommons, July 8, 1842,
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vietory. They knew not then how mneh greater at one time had been tha
probability of failare than of snccess ; and bow much more ferrible would
have been tho consequences of the former than those of the latier were
auspiciot:s. The general impression besides, appeared to be, that large
acquisidons of territory had been gained, and 2mple zdditfons made to cur
gevenue. {118) They little espeeted that the Taurels we had reaped had
cost as nine illions sterling-~that our new aliy could ozly be maintained
upon bis throne by 20,000 British bayonets, and an expenditare of three
willions a-year !—the return for which was wmormmig!! So cowed were
the opposition into silence, or so ili-informed on the details of the polivy,
that scarcely any reply wag made to it when allnded to in the Queen's
speech of the 15th January, 1840. Sir ‘R. Pecl said he would wait and
watch for the results, The Duke of Wellington had before remarked, that
he mever entertained any doubt but that the valour and discipline of our
troops would secure victory to ouy arms: but it was when we bad com-
pleted our first eongiests that our difficulties would begin. When a vole of
thauks was propesed to the Governor-General, the Commander-in-Chief,
and the Army, the same canticus reserve was maintained by the Conserva-
tives: no formal opposition was offered : aod up till after tho time of Lonl
Keane’s pension bill being passed in February 1841, no one save Lord
Etlenborough,—who declared the war to have been a folly, and said that it
remained to be seen whether or not it mizht not prove a crime,—ventured
to speak out in Parliament in terms of open and decided disapprobation ;
but in great praise of Lord Keane for the manner in whieh he conducted
the military part of jt.

Lord Auckland—proviously 2 Barop—was made an Earl: Sir John
Keane waz raised to the Peerage by the title of Barou Keane of Ghuzaie
and Cappoquiu ;—ihe followiny Hebraary a pension of £2000 a-year was
eonferred upon hiamself, to be comtinued to his male representatives for two
generations: Me Macnagheen and Colone]l H. Pottinger~-ihe great dipo.
matiats on the oceasion-—received Baroneteles: Colonel Wade oblained the
honor of knightheod, (113) Sir Alexander Burnes had been Knighted, and
raised to the vapk of Lieutenant-Colonel on the commencement of the
war jw-the official intiration theresf having reached him in Scicde in
Janoary. (115)

Before conclading the present chapier, it may be as well to take leave of

113. The speeches of Sir Phillip Durbam asd Sir Johu Cam Hobhonse at
n meeling of the Directors, evidenced how extensively the delusion pre-
vailed. The error of the Minister must have arisen from something worse
than ignorance !

114. These Patects ave dated Whitehall, Dee. ¥1, 133D,

115, Gazetted Septewsber, 1833,
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the principal actor,ethe only one wle retired {rom the stage ne mora o
appear before the publie ir persongmalmost the enly one whe reaped the
honours and rewards of conguest, withont suffering from the calamities
which fast followed at the heels of original snccess. Lord Keanc artived at
Bombpy on the 27th Febroary, He remaioved for five weeks, during whiech
period he and his companions in arms received a splendid poblie entertain-
ment in the Town Hall : the whole period of bis sojourn, in fact, was filled
up with feasts and festivities in honear of Uis snccesses in war. On his
return home he received a public entertainment from the Court of Directors
on the 11tk July. As to his character, Lord Keane is a man of taleots
not entitled to be called eminent, yet considerably above mediverity. He
has had much experience in his profession, haviag served in Egypt, ia the
Peninsula, and in the American war of 18i4. That he is a man of enter-
prize and resources—of vigeur, spirit, and determination of purpose, is
disputed by no one. The eool equability of his courage has repeatedly
been called in question, (116) but without, as it appears to us, any sudli.
cient regson: and though there ¢an be no doubt that, for the master-stroke
of the campaign—the eaptare of Glmznie, the feat which won him all his
fame, he was in a great meagure indebted to the seiense, skill, and condnct
of the Engineers, and the davntless bravery of the troops; there are
abundanee of poinis remaining, of which he alone can claim the wmerit, {a
entitle him fo the gratitude ¢f his conatry, He was not the planner of the
campaign ; not is hie understood to have concealed his disapprobation both
of the plan and the policy which led te it: though entrusted with its
exccution, he was not called upon for more; and this much he effected
well. He was a stont Causecvalive in polities; and after the glowing
Ghuzeie despateh Lad been penased, he is understood to have said that
s¢ the fort was but a rotten hole after 2l I"-—bui that its capture would
give the Whigs another year in office.—We have here given the bright side
of Lovd Keane's character: we have omitted the darker portions for the
present,~—many of which would ill bear publie serutiny.

116, See Colonel Dennie’s Letters.
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CHAPTER HI.

Kxtent of the Dostannee Empice nnder Ahmed Shah—under Shak Soojsh=Politicsl Ageuta—
Estabiishment aud Expense of —Expedition to the nottliwsrd, November 1830--The Shah
and Envoy winter at Jollalabad -~ Colonsl Orchard’s ussuceessful expedition to Pushoot
—Affair with the Hazarah Tribee—Geand Convoy orrives at Jellalabad in Aprii—Eapedi-
tion against the Ghilsies betwixt Candabar and Ghuzele—Detachmenis under Captaina
Walker and Tayler~-under Captain Andarson— Colonel Wallace's Detachment—Snocesses
of—=Retorns—Surrender of Nawauh Jubhar Khan and two of the Bons of Dort Mahomed
R eeeption of st Cabool —~Dost Mahomed proceeds to Bokhars and is made prisoner —Ad-~
ventured of—Egeapes and returns fo Xhogloom- s ¢entented atate of thecountry—Alarsi-
ing stato of Kohistan~Captzin Hay compelled to fall hack ox Syghan, which is reinforced..
Captain MéGreger‘s miskap near Jellalabad—Alarm of the ¥nvoy—Apprelisnsions that wa
should requive to quital) onr outposts and conceatrats om the Capltal—Colontl Whee-
far*s succoss agaioet the Kndjah Chiefa«A®rul Khan repulscd near Dajgah-—Detach-
ment abandons Byghan leaving mpgh privats property behind—Desertion of a part of the
Shah’s Tropps—~Colone]l Dennie dispatched fiom Cabool to reinforce Gameean~Eatrema
apprehengions of Dr Lord—Colongl Dennie’s brilliant manmovyres on the Irak mountain,
—Reéaohes Bameean—Advance of Dost Mahomed—Battle of Bamecan—Dennie’s Advance
on Syghan—FKlight of the Afghans--The Ehoolcom Confederacy broken up—8iv R. Saleat-
tatis Tootan Duregh—D2ath of Lieutenant Connolly—Deatroys the whole of the Tootan
Durrah Forts--Attack ex Juglai-..At fivst unsnccessful —Movemnents of Dost Mahomed—
Dastrnction of the Village of Heibuk and adjcining forta—Batila of Purwan Durrah—
Pisgraceful conduct of the 2d Cavalrs—Desth of Dr Lord, Lieutenants Broadfoot, and
{rispin—Burrender of Dost Mahomed to the Buvoy—Sir Alexander Burnes’s agcount of
the State of the Country.

‘WE have as yet been favoured with no sufficiently trustwerthy materials
to enable vz to come to any distinet conclnsicn as to what might have been
Lord Auckland’s intentions or expectations at the beginnivg of the war as
to the line of poliey to be adopted after the Shah should have been replaced
on his throne. It is probable, however, that he might have aome such
scheme as ihe following hefore him: as we cannot imagine any man mad
enpugh to eater on aa expedition, forsecing that long befure any thing
final or effective eould be brougbt about, it must be abandoned beeause the
finances as well as the eredit of India were exhausted. We have already
seen that the withdrawal of 2 much larger portion of the regular army than
it was found prudent to permit to return to Iandia, had been contemplated,
and that the Commander-in-Chicf, on the soficitation of the Envoy, lef: an
additional brigade behind him at Caboo! in Oectober. Tt is probable that,
by the second ev third year of the new reign, it was hoped that the ser-
vices of the whole of our troops might be dispensed with, and that the
charge of the empire might be committed to the contingest for a few years
longer, when probably our wore immediate consection with the country
might either have been expected to cease, or (hat hy this time our fajthiel
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ally being gathered to his fathers, his kingdom might Lave become worthy
of annexation to our other territories. When, or by whom, the marveltons
scheme of political organization, immediately afterwards brought iato ope-
ration, was devised,—how long it was meant to last,~or what useful purpose
it wag expected to serve, does not appear, There is no doubt but that it
was implicitly believed that the Doorannee empire might speedily be
steetehed very nearly to its original limits. At the death of Abmed Shah
in 1778, it consisted of the provinces of—

Neshapaor, Ghuznie, Dheers Islmael Khan,
Meshid, Candabar, Moeltan,

Herat, Jellatabad, Scinde,

(abeol, Peshawur, Beloachisian,

Balkh, Cashmere, The eountry as far ag Sir-
Bamaean, The Fanjaub, Lind.

Ghorebuad, Dheera Ghbazea Khan,

The revenues of the Doorannes sovereigns at thiz period amounted to
about ihree milltons a-year. The total revenus of Cabool in Dozt Maho-
med’s time was sbout £250,000, and it [ell considerably below this after
his deposition. The Shal: Soojah had, i addition to these, the revennes of
Caundahar, his other acguisitiens yielded him none—which brought up the
whaole financial returos of the empire to something under £300,000 a-yezr.
The dominions of which we put him in possession were Cabool, Bameean,
Ghuznie, Jeilalabad, and Candahar, the Jast of which alona did nos beleng
to Dost Mahomed. One of our earliest arrangements for reducing the
Dooranuee states te order, was the appointment of an ezpensive set of
funetionaries termed political agents; so often adveried to, that it will he
convenient heve to give a brief acecount of them. These wers selected from the
civil or military services—mostly from the junior grades of the latter,
their chief recommendation being their familiarity with the Per.ian lan-
guage. They resided in the larger towns or troubled districts, and were
vested with the most extensive powers over the troops in their neigh--
bonrhood, without any relation to age or rank in the army ;--the
youngest lieutenant (aad ount of the thirty-two there were nine captains
and seventeen licutenarnts) within thie limits of the eorps dipleawatique being
competent to direot the oidest general in the serviee |  Sir Alexander
Burnes invariably deaounced this variety of diplomatic organization as
productive of the most detrimental conseqaences to the country, Iu his
memorial to the Bavoy of the 19th April, 1841, he says-~‘* It seoms 10
me that wherever our political officers are, collision forthwith follows ;" and
in hig private letfers he spcaks of the frog-spawn and fry of politicals with
which the ccuniry was overspread- ‘fhe Envoy, on the other hand, con-
ceived them indicpensable as means of gaining information.  We shall have
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so much to do with this body of functionaries ia the eourse of the followiny
narrative, that we here give 2 list of their names, aod statement of their ia-
comez, as contained in the Bengal Almanae for 1841, (1)

Bir W. H. Macnaghten, Bart., Envoy and Ministor,..ea s .. e £11,220
Lieutenant-Colonel Siv Alexander Burnes, al Cabool,vceeen veeenen, 3,000
Major E. Poltinger, Resident, Toorkistan,. . .o ccerisinniesiininrnsinrons 1,440
Lieutenant P. Lynch, do-, Ghilzie conniry, wweccusisiomonimmienne 1,200
Capiain A. Conolly, Envoy te Ehira, ...cvvnecnvsmirnmsimirensnn 1,440
Lieutenant P. Nicholson, in charge of Dost Mahomod, vuvee vunenwee 1,080
Ligutenant C. Rattray, Palitical Assistant, Kohistan, ... wecineirenr 540
Captain G. ¥. I, Lawrence, Milltary Seeretary to the Bavoy, ... 1440
Lieutenant 4. B. Conolly, Military Assistant to tne £nvo¥,eeiv.rvee  SH
Lieutenant Rawlinson, Political Agent, Candahar; .. wocecsmmmennars 1,410
Licutenant C. A, Jacksou, Assistant 10 Gitioiciie.s oo civersicincavanes 15089
Licutenant G. H. Maegregor, Politieal Agent; Jellalabad,......... 1,440
Licutenant C. Burnes, Political Agent, Ghuznie, ceciecssneacarasnees 720
Caprain F. Maekeson, Political Agent, Peshawur, .aceseseeccrrnnee 1,800
Captain Colin Maeckenzie, Political Agenty.cimiasennisicsianrneici. 840
Capiain J, D. Beaa, Political Agent; Quetta, s.vsecirecrmacsinncnaes 1,330
Lieutcnant W. F. Hammersley, Assistand, cieiv cmiieresscnrsimioanisi e 810
Mr Ross Bell, Political Agent, Upper Scinde, acvvaveriresciinsonenes 5,900
Lieuntenant E. B. Bastwick, Asistant, serisseeisins vsvonirn o svaverss S
Captain W. J. B. Knyvetlt; ditlo, v s ciiniss s vassme s 840
Jdeutensnt B, J. Browa, ditlo, .. .cccvie vones sevaenninnns e 84D
Lieutenant Sizelair, ditlo; .veveeas cnvasrrvas canrsnsenes porsnnmmane reannares 720
Lieutenant W, BroWIiisis. o cornscramsascoirinroscnsbranssnnnres s scasrrens S0
Licutenant . Young, ditto, cecussssusmenrameanserassanest consansanss cusars T2
Licutenant W. Broadfoot, Asaistant, Toorkistan Froutier, ......... 810
Captain J. Nash, in charge of State Priscaera, Gabooly viewsvswessese 950
Captain £, SBanders, atiached to tha Herat Aneuey, covseensesnsnane 1,068
Captain J. Abbott, Polilical Agont, Heral,iverm cisieencsrivmaningn e S0
Major D*Arey Todd, Herat, cocicaicains - ccineinnsspiesess s mnmaasaveaces A0
Lieutenant B. Loegch, Political Assistant,.veicsvensmivacirisnsimcninas 8140
Licutenant R, C. Shakespear, Political Agent, Heraty., ceereveeernns 81
Lientenant E. K. Elliot, Political Assistant, Candahar, ...ceceearense T20

Being just £49,248 annually...exelusive of Major Outram’s establishment in
Lower Seinde, and without making any mention of the array of native attend-
ants. Mr Bell used to employ 750 camels for the transport of his private bag-
gage ; which, at £110s. per month each, malkes the very respectable itewm of
£13,500,

Beforo the winter had set in, our people had had a brash wﬂiz the refractory

1. The Bengal and Agra Annual Guide and Gazetteer for 1841. Raushton:
Calensia. 2 vols. Svo.—a vory valuable work.
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Kohistanees. In the end of September the Ghoorka corps, 2 troop of horse
artillery, three mortars, 1,000 Affighan cavalry, and 600 infantry, marched
for Barmecan ; those were afterwards erdered to wait the junction of additional
troops. D Lord, pelitical agent in that district, reported that Dost Maho«
med (2) had allied himself by marriage to the chiefy of Khooloom and
Khoondooz, and wasrapidly zaining inflaonce in Toorkistan.(3) His intrigues
were said to bave been so far matured, that his son Ukhbar Khan was
reported to have reached the Ghorebund Puass, 60 miles north of Cabool, in
the end of September. The 4th brigade and the logal horse, a company of
sappers and miners, and the 85th and 37th N. I, left ia ihe beginning of
October for the northward, with supplies for six weeks. Having joined the
force previously dispatebied fur Bameean, they wera directed to cross the
pass and make a dash into Tartary—a measure afterwsrds abandoned.
On the 31st October a amall party of horse artillery acting as eavalry, with
some infantry and Affrhan horse, haviag come up with from 600 to 700
Uzhegs, near Syghan, thirty miles beyond Bameean, defeated and dispersed
them, Syghan was thus re-2nnexed to the Shak'’s domicions ; a worthlees
possession like the rost, imposing on us the necessity of maintaining it,
without the possibility of its eonfersing benefit in return. (4) The king of
Bokhara, it was said, had oifered the Dost a strong foree to enable him to
cut off the party at Bameean, now greatly reduced : —if his Majesty aver
mzde such a proposal he must very quickly have altered his intentions: as
in December he seized on the Dost, after haviag invited him to his canrt on
promise of assistance, or aceording 1o another aceount, when making his way
towards Persia, and ip vielation of ali the rules of hospitality, so strictly
attendad to in Central Asia, kept him in confinsment till the following
August, The foree maintained at Bameean througlhont the winter consisted
of 600 infantry, with six guns and two mortavs, the heavier detachment
above mentioned having returned to Cabool. The month of Pecember passed
quietly over, thongh threats of insurrection in every guarter led us fo
look for a turbulest spring and summer ¢ an asticipation more than rea-
lized. The Shah and the FEnvoy continzed 2t Jellalabad throughout the
winter, The first of the operations of any magnitude in which we
were engaged, was wosnccessful. Colonel Orchard, in the beginning of
January, was (ispatched against the fort of Peshoot, in the mountain
conntry to the eastward of Jellalabad, in command of a foreo about 2,000
strong, consisting of three 9-pre., 1 troop 2d cavalry, 1 wing 87th N. 1.,

2. The Ameer is described by Wood 23 about 45 years of age (in 1838) :
aceording to Dr Atkinson, Prince Timor, the Shah Soejak’s eldest son, who has
since vetired to India, was at that lime 40 : the Shah himself about 66,

3. Englishman newspaper, Oclober 25, 1830,

4. Atkinson’s Expedition into Affghaaistan, p. 327,
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B of the 1st European Regt., 20 Sappers, 3d Regt. Shah's infantry, kst
Shah’s gavalry, 700 streng, Severe and continued raing had for some {ime
prevailed; but on the 17th, the weather having cleared up, the guns. were
piaced in battery, and after two hours firing, pratticable breaches were made
on bath zides of the priacipal gate. Licutenant Pigou (afterwards blown
up and killed when enpgaged in a similar operation abont a year after), with
a party of 40 Europeans and sepoys, pushed down the oater gate, and pro-
ceeded to examine the inner one, whish was found to be still estire. A bugler,
by mistake, on seelng this pacty enter the breach, sounded theadvance, and
the whole column began to move forwards. They were quickiy made aware of
the blunder, and directed to shelter themselves from the enemy’s fire in 4 ravine
¢lose by. Two attempts were made lo blaw open the gates by means of gun-
powder bage; but both of them, in eonsaquence of the rain which had begua to
fall again, proved failures. It haviog been found impossible o scale the walls,
or storm thoe fort, in its present condition, and the troops having been for
five hours dreached with rain, and exposel to a severs fire from the fortress,
it was resolved to retire about noon, The enemy, perceiving that eventually
we should sueceed, retreated shortly afterwards with the éclas of victory, cave
rying with them gl their vaiuables, and leaving ug in possession of their
naked bold. Our loss was severe, eonsisting of about 69 killed and wounded ;
Licutenant Collinson and Ensign Hicks were severely, the former, as it
proved, mortally wounded. We afterwards took possession of Khathke,
ca the opposite side of the river, (5) and attempted to pursue the
chiefs, but found this Jast impossible at such a season. In January, a
fall of suow, sald o have been wmearly five fact deep, oecurred at Cabool,
while the thermometer fell to §3——at one time it was 5; at Bameean ¢ suak
to 10 below zero, or 42 under freeziag, the first week of the year, Ghuzaie
ajsc was for some time spowed up, the cold being very severe, the snow
lying a foot thick for weeks on end. The spirit of resistance which every=
where made its appearance amongst the tribes on the return of spring, was
ag obstinate as it was universal. Aboui seven miles from Bameesan stood &
number of mud forts, belonging to the tribe called Hazarahs, on the table.
land at the feot of the mountains which form a vailey stretching away to the
south-west, Meer Moheb and Shah Nusseer Beg were the ruling chiefs,
of whom the former was suprema; the valley was populous and well ¢cul-
tivated, and the people had, up to the beginning of March, shown every dis-
position to suppiy our wants. On the 13th, the Hazarahs not only refused
to sell forage to the commissariat officers, but, having assembled in consider-
able numbers, iogulted and atoned the troops sent in quest of it. To a
threat from one of our people, it was replied that we were Kaffirs, and

5. Colonel Orchard’s Despateh, 19th granuary.
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might bring our guns against them if we pleased, Al attempts at eoncilia-
tion baving failed, a detachment was despatched under Captain Garbett,
consisting of two G-pr. guns under Lient. M‘Kenzic, 25 Horse Artillery
Troopess as Cavalry, 5¢ Affghan Horsenen, and 4 Companies of the 4th
Light Iafaniry under Captain Hay, to reduce them tc order. The
tirat fort arrived at was a strong ong; the oecupants refused all terms,
and shut their gates against us. The heights in front, which had been
covered with Hazarahs, were quickly carried, The artillery played
briskly on the fort at a distance of 400 yards, and in less thas aa
hour it was in oar possession. The garrison retired to an inner tower and re-
fused to yield. Hay and straw were phied up and set fire to in the lower part
of theirr etreat ; they still continued resolute; and, when the fire kad burned
out, not a man of them was found alive. The women and ehildren (18
in number), who had songht refuge with the men, had scrambled to the top
of the tower as the flames advanced, and from this, after all the garrison had
been destroyed, they were rescued with difficulty ; a trooper having contrived
o carry up a rope through the burning building, by which they were let
down.(6) Our casuaities amounted to 16 killed and wounded ; the enemy
1cst about 50 killed.(7) The value of the whole property found within the
fort was about £40; no satisfactery czplasation is given of the cause of the
enemy’'s recusancy, or the fatal ebstinacy of their resistamce. A fine was
subsequently levied on the tribe. Cobsiderable sickness had prevailed
amongst our iroops, and great inconvenience been experlenced by them,
in the course of the wister, from the effects of a climale so entirely
new to them, and for which they had been so imperfectly prepared. The
King and Envey, with tleir esgort and snite, returned from thieir winter
quarters at Jellalabad, and reached Cabool the first week of April. The
arvival, on the 9th May, of the grand convoy, as it was called, from
India, helped.to remove, or to enable them to meet, those gources of
discomfort arising from climate, already deseribed. 'The convoy refarred 1o
consisted of the 2d N. 1., six depot epmpanies of mative regiments, with drafis -
of H. M.s 18th and 1st European regiment, and the mountain traia,
amounting in all 1o 2,000 Bghting men, 200 remoust horses, with 800
camela for the use of the troops, commanded by Brigadier Wallace, who
had in eharge £210,000 in treasure, and a vast quantity of public and pri-
vate stores. About 4,000 camp followers, and 2,000 camels, altended
it.(8y It left Ferozepore in the beginning of February, and proceeded
in quict, and without aonoyanee, through the Punjaub. The Khyberies
having threatened to attack them, General Sale, with the 87th and 45th

6. Bengal Hurkary.
7. Bombay Times, May 6,—gives the same account as the Hurbaru.
8. Huyrkaruy March 5. Delhi Gazette, March 4,
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N. L, moved down from Jellalabad to Jumrood to escort them: throngh the
Passes, 'They reached the former place in safety on the L6th of April, and
thereafter proceeded withont interruption to Cabool. Asspring advaneed it be-
came apparent that so far from our being able to withdraw any portion of the
karge force we had left in the couatry, aad 1o which 2,000 men had just boen
added, that a very considerable increase of their numbers would speedily be
requisita,(9) Lt was said that, ar this time, the Shah could net have taken
with him a hundred of his own aubjects into the feld unless briGed by British
éreasure to attend him. Around Candaliar the people were in the same cone
dition of discoutent and disturbance as they were in Cabool and Kehistan. In
April, the whole Ghilzie conatry having for some time been in a stzte of
insurrection, cutting off the dakhs, and robbing every kafila betwixt Canda~
har and Cabool, 2 small party of cavairy, uader Captain Tayler of the Haro«
pean regiment, and Captain Walker of the 4th Local Horse, pushed into
the centre of the enemy’s fastnosges, and eundeavoured to seize Sultan Ma-
homed and the Gooroo-—~chiefs whoe had been removed by Captain Quiram
the previous antumn, aod who now headed the rebels. Having received
nolite of our approzeh, they retired to the mountaing, bot speadily returned
Ia such foree as fo compel tho cavalry to fall bask on I helat-i- Ghilzie.
Here they were reinforced hy 200 infantry and 150 ecavalry proceeding to
Cabool, under Captain Codrington. General Noit having received intelli
genes that a still larger body of Ghilzies was about to attack them, prepared
a strouger foree for their assistance.(10) On the 7th May, an expedition,
consisting of 46 of the 4th Local Harse, detachments of the Shal’s 1st and
2d Cavalry, four 8-pr. guns of the Horse Artillery, the 5th regiment of the
Shah’s Infantry, and another detachment—amounting to 1,200 in all, of
whom 836 were eavaley——commanded by Captain W. Aadersos, was dis.
patehed from Candabar to attack a body of insurgent Ghilzles, and form a
junction, if possible, with Captains Walker and Tayler; this last was
effected on the 14th. At Tazee, near I(helat-i-Ghilzie, it was reported by the
spies that the enemy, about 2000 stroag, had determined to give batile. Ga
tiso following day (i. e, the 16th} Captaiz Anderson advanced vpon thiem in
columa, tho artillery leading, flanked by two companics of the 5th Infantry,
the main body of which immediately followed. Captain Codringtan closed
ihe rear and covered the baggage. The Cavalry having been divided inta
two wings, wero directed o take a wide sweep to the right and left, and so
cndeavour to eut off the retreat of the enemy, on whom thay were to close in
so soon ag the fire indieated that the action had bogun. o this order tho de~
tachment marched for about five miles, when the encmy were overtaken, and

»

3. Delii Gasetts, Juns 13, 1840. L.
19, Delhi Gazstis. 'Fhe Gazels nocount is given by an officer with the force.
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after a sharp action were defeated and dispersed. QOur easualiies amounted
10 19 men killed and 30 wounded ; the enemy had about 100 killed.(11} The
fight lasted for abeut an hour, after which our men continzed their march
till obliped to balt at Tazee, in consequence of want of carriage for the
wounded, Preparations were meanwhile made to despaich a foree from Cas
bool to co—operata with the troops uader Goneral Nott's command, the sue~-
cess of a portion of which has just been related. Colonel Wallzce marshed from
tha capital on the 22d of May with the 2d N-I., two troops of the 20d Light
Cavaley under his command, three 2 prs. and 2 mortars. He reached Ghuzoie
in safety, and having been reinforeed by the addition of twe companies of
the recruit depot, the 1st Lipht cavalry, and two 6.pra., he left on the 31st,
and proceeded weztward. By asuddea move, Mhookah, the fort of the prineipal
rebel chief, was surprised, and taken without resistance, and afterwards blown
up. OQur areival had been wholly unespected, aad the women and families
of the chiefs were almost the only persons found in the strongheld. Mhoo-
kah is 7000 feet above the level of the ses, and in the beginning of June,

quilts and blavkets were required over night. Colovel Wallace after
this returned to camp, direeting Captaia Andarson, now in his neighbour-

hood, 1o jotn him.(12)

The combined force, now nearly 8000 strong, procesded to destroy the forts
of the malcontents in the neighbourhood. They experienced no farther re-
siztanece for the present. Wholloe Xhae and Marroo Khan, 25 well as a Vi-
zier of the latter, Temained in our haunds as prizoners: several of the others
were beheaded.(13) Colonel Wallage ahortiy afteewards retnrned to Ghuznie,
when the 2d N. I., a squadron of the 2d Cavalry, half Abbott’s Battery, and
2 mortars, were directed to remain at the disposal of General Nott. elat-
i- Ghilzie, 80 miles eastward from Candahar, was occupied by Captain Wood-
burn's corps, the Shah's 5th Regiment, 4 guns, and 800 of Christie's
Horse; who were directed to ramain till the beginning of winter. The eon-
sideration of the affairs of Scinde and Beloochistan—where insurrection
showed a still more formidable front thaun to the eastward of Quettah—is
postponed till aftorwards: it forms a perfeetly independent episeJe, which
will be taken up when the present act of the Affghan drama is closed by
the surrender of Dost Mahomed.

Oanthe 3d of July, the Nawab Jubbar Khan, with Mahommed Akram Khan,

11. Capiain Anderson’s despatch, Bombay Times, 17th May 1841: alse 4gra
Ukkbar ; Hurkarw, 12th, and Englishmen 20th, June 1846,

12, Delki Gazetie.

13. An annoymous writer in the dgra Ukhbar, dated 23d June, sfates, that
t¢ three of the chiefs who made themselves over 1o Licutenant Nicholson and
Shahzada Timour, had their headsstruck off ; and now,'” gays he, * the country
is desertod and the crops standing : bat worse thanall, the British Word, which
was heretofore sacred everywhare, is defiled and rotted in the dust.”
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and Sheik Ali Khan, sons of the Dost : together with the most of the other
members of the Ex-Ameer's family, arrived at Bameean, aod placed them-
selves under our protection. The old Chief himself, and his sons Afzul and
Ukhbar, were still ecnfined at Bokhara; Azim Khan, a younger son, had
jeined us some time before, 'The family, amounting at this time to 250, in-
cluding attendants, were directed to proceed to Ghuznie; it was understeod
that Quettah was meant to bave beea their place of destination. Onthesur-
render of the Dost thres months afterwards, they accompanied him to India,
wlere they remained from Christmas 1840 till Christmas 1842, whea they
were released from eaptivity. The Wullee of Khooloom sent an ambassa-
dor tendering friendship to the Shah Secjah. Jubbar Eban, on his arrival
at Cabaol, was very kindly received by the envoy and minister, who offered
him the same terms as thess originally proposed : thaf is, that he should
bave his eststes restored te him ard dwell in Affzhanistan, provided
hie remained faithful to us, From this date, up to the present time, he
continued to reside at his fort of Killa Cazee, uear the eapitsl,—never
throughout all the tronbles in which his eountry was invplved, when searcely
an Affghan failed to take advantage of onr diffieulties, forfeiting the charse-
ter by which be bad been knewn from the period of sur earlisst acquaintance
with him, of % The Good Nawab—the Faringees® Friend."”

We must now return fo the personal adventures of Dost Mahomed, whose
flight from Urgundah, and eseape across the Hindoo Koosh, has been deseribed
in a previouy chapter. On his arrival at Khooloom, he was bandsemely
received and hospitably enteriained by the chief. Except the threatened
incursion on Bameean by the Uzbegs, and the discontented spirit manifestad
by the Hazarahs, no dermonstration was made for a period in his favour (o
the northward, Winter was tog clesc at hand indeed ; and the consterna-
tion which our apparently ircesistible success had sceasioned, toe general to
permit any military operation to be thonght of by tha Ex-Ameer before the
raturn of spring. He wrote, in the mean time, to the King of Bokhara,
inviting him, as oue of the Lights of Islam, to assist io expelling the acenrsed
Kaffirs. 'They were to share the speil betwixt them ; aad it was urged that
the Shah Sheojah and the Feringees, unless routed, would not fail to over-
run the countries on the Oxus.(t4) The Iling replied in very eordial terms,
direeting a vakeel or ambassader to be sent to him. Mirza Sami Khan
having been deputed in this capacity, was directed to write Dost Mahomed,
giving bim the warmest assurances of sympathy and assistance. Troops and

14. These statoments arc given on the authority of Dr Atkinson : who, with-
out any appearance of dishonesty,is prejudiced against the Barukzyes—eredn-
lous and careiess in his statemonis to a degree, —Espeadition, p. 329. Other
agcounis, reforred to above, state that the 1rost was on his way to Persia whea
atrested. Dr Atkinson, however, is in this likely to be correct.
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money wers to be supplied Lim 20 2oon 23 a personal interview, to concluda
arrangements, could be abtained. Tost Mahomed on receipt of this, set out for
Bokhara in the end of Nov. 1889, with his sons Ukhbar, Afzul, and Sum-
munder Xhaw. On their arrival at Bokhara the Kiog was profuse in his
professions of frieadship,—entreating that the Dost should send for his
family, that their alliance might be still more closely and firmly cemented :
he wrote at the same time to the Wullee of Xhooloom, requesting him to
forward them by force or fraud, without respect to their wishes. It had by
this time become apparent that the professions of the Bokhara chisf werc
hollow and delusive : that he wished to get his old enemy Into his haeds,
partly with a view lo revenge-chiefly from a desire to plunder him of his
last remainiog property. The Dost wrote an open letter to Jubbar Khan,
directing arrangemenis to be made to have the wishes of the King complied
with: he sent a secret order at the same time, tolling his brother to put
every member of the family to death rather than entrust them to the tender
mereies of the Bokhara chief! The Nawab, uncertain how to act, and dis-
trusting the Waullee, thought it better to enter into a correspondence with
the British Government than to remain for an indefinite period in the dzn-~
gerous position inm which he now séood, Negociations were iz progress in
March, and ended, as already mentioned, in the surrender of his brother's
family oarly in July, So soom as the King of Bokhara became aware that
the fraud intended to have been practized by him had beon discovered, and
in some meagure frustrated, he laid aside the mask of friendship, and
threw the Ex-Ames#r and bis sons into prison. The Dost, meanwhile,
applied for and received assistance in his extremity from the Khan of Kookan
on the Persizn border; who baviog first used remonstrances and entreaties,
afterwards resorted to arms,—captured some forts, acd was in fulli march
towards Bokhara, when the King pretended to relent:—he promised to
release his prisoner on condition of hostilities being suspended, but at the
same tice retained him in close confinemont, threatening his life should he
attempt to get away, Earlyin July, be sueceeded in making his eseape under
cireumstances of pgreat diffieulty and danger.(13) Directing his course
towards Khooloom, assisted by his son Afzul Khan, he procceded to atir up
the eountry to undertake a holy war agalnst us, promising that the Wallee
should be his vizier conld he sueceed in recovering Cabool,

Between Bameean and Caboo!l lie the distriets of Koh-i-Damun and Keo-
histan. There wers at this time no parts of tbe Doorannee empire mote
hostile than those to the authority of tha Shab Soofah. ¥Yet, oo cur
arrival in the eountey in July 1839, it was here the Kisg found bis stoutest

15 Dr Atkinson's Expeditios, &e., p. 337. The whole of the adventues
conneeted with the escape, which are too long for guotation, will be fonnd in
Dr Atkinson’s Work.
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friends, ‘' 1t was in those districts that Dost Mahomed ruled with
a tod of tron. He put te death most of the Chiefs; he guadrupled
the revenues drawn from them., His policy was to sow dissension
amongst them, and he snceeeded : it was the only cdistriet of the
country where the name of the ex-ruler was cxecrated when the Shah
Secojah ascended the throne, Oune would have supposed that here, at
least, his Majesty’s Governmsent would have found favear; and the
more 50, as the Kohistanecs Socked in numbers to welcome him on his eri-
ginal entranee into Cabool-=pxpressing the strongest feelings of loyalty and
devotiow. By the month of May, 1840, a miserable change had been pro.
duced in their sentiments, The Governors appeinted under the Suddoyze
rule demanded duties which were nnnsnal and exorbitant, and exacted taxes
the king had just declared to have became obsclets, The population of
whaole districts had fled to the bills to avoid oppression. When complainig
were preferred, the complainants wers thrown into prison; zand when tem-—
porary vedress was forced by the direet interposition of cur auntherity, all the
aets of petty tyranay which bad for a time been interrupted were again re-
pewed. At the time of tho escape of Dost Dlahomed, the feeling throughout
theso extensive districts was feverish in the extreme; and the Envay was
warged, by Sir A, Burnes, that an insucreetion might break out any day
in that part of the country where circumstances had originally given his Ma-
Jesty the most trusty portien of his subjects,”{16) It was here, then, that
Dost Mahomed looked for assistance; and no sooner was it known that he
was musterng troops Lo the northward than the whole country prepared
itself to rise in his faveur. The Chiefs of Khoondooz and Khooloom, who had
just before fent Ambassadors proffering friendship to us, altered their views,
and allied themselves to the forfunes of the Ameer. Besides our mishaps in
Scinde and Beloochistan, various misadventures at this time helel us, cal-
colated to excite or embolden sedition. A fort, commanding one of the
prineipal passes inte Toorkistan, bad been quietly given wp to Capiain
Garbett, then on an exploring expedition, and was deemed of impertance
enough by the politicals to be permanently retained. Captain Hay was
directed to occupy it with five companies of the Shal’s infantry, one com-
pany of which was stationed at Bameean, the others at Syghan, He arrived
on the 4ih of July, and tovk charge without the assistance of any other
European officer. Matters at first went on quletly, but shortly afterwards,
disaffection making its appearance, a reinforcement was sent for to Syghan,
where Lieut. Golding commanded, Captain Hay, meanwhile, fell sick ; and

18. The portion of the text marked by inveried commas is taken, with slight
abridgment, from a mermorial by Sir A, Burnes, dated Aug. 7, 1840, addressed
to the Envoy. We shall have frequent occasion to quote this very remarkable
PAP T,
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julging, from his information, that Lient. Golding would boe on his way
with assittance crossing the Dundan Shekan Pass on the 1st inst,, despatched
two corapanies, atout 100 in all, under a serjeant, to meet bim. They
halted durieg the night opposite a fort, which they supposed to be friendly ;
at day-dewn the occupanis of the hold, probably mistaking the nnexpected
visitors for assailants, fired upon them. The serjeant and his little baed re~
turned the fire and retired, but had, unfortunately, to pass through a narrow
defile where the enemy crowded the heights to the amount of about S0G.
Our men kept steadily together and retired in perfect order, but this was zil
they conld effeet. They had I3 killed, and 27 wonsnded ; when a detachment
being sent out by Capt. Hay to their assistance they returned without further
obstruetion. A couple of mortars, and as many 6-pounders, leflt Bameean
on the 1st inst. to reinforce Syghan. But the gnrarrel just described was
settled by conferencawthe Chiefs agrecing to cede one of their forts to ug,—
so no farther hostilities tock place. The whole of our outposts in this
quarier weve shortly afterwards abandoncd. About this time, Captain
M*Gregor having sent 1,500 of the Shak’s Affizhans against a place northi
of Jellalabad, they were defeatsd, lost their guns and 109 of their men—200
gaing over to the enemy. So insecure did the Shah himself feel, that
having prepared to start on a trip into Koh-i-Damuo, thirty miles from his
gapital, the Chiefs objected, and he was obliged to abandon hia purpose, and
retarn his teats into store.(17) The Seikhs who bad been detectsd giving
harbourzge to the Ghilzie refugees some mouths before, were now proved by
intercepted lgtters te have promised or forwarded supplies of money to Dost
Makomed ; while a conspiracy was diseovered in Gabool by Sir A. Burnes, im-
plicating zlinost atl the first mea in the city and surrounding countries in &
plot to subvert the Suddoyze dynasty, and drive us from the country. (18}
Arms and ammunition were purchased up in great qusntities in Cabool, and
forwarded to the Camp of the ex-Ameer, while large bedies of the eitizens
and fighting men in the neighbourhood joined the insurgent standard. The
Envoy was so greatly alarmed that he retired with his family and suite’
into the Bala Hissar or citadel, whero mortars and howitzers were placed in
a position to command the town in case of emergency. At one timeit
was believed that we shonld require to abandem all cur cutposts aad
cencentrate on the capital till assistance should rezeh us, At Ghozuie,
the guns in the citadel were loaded, and kept pointed in the direction
whenece approach of danger was apprehended. The European regiment
and 48th N. I., stationed at Jellalabad, were ordered up to Cabool. Cap-

17. Private note by Sir A. Burnes, dated 22d Aug., written on a copy of the
report sent up Lo the Envoy, found amengsi his posthunous papers,
18, Ibid, ut sepra,
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tain Meliregor’s mishap waa aspeedily rotrieved. Lieutenaut-Colonel
Wheeler, in conjunction with Captain MeGregor, marched on the 18th
against the refractory Kudjzh chiefs. His force consisted of 340 of
the 1st Eoropean regiment, and 20 of the 48th N. I, with one
6-pounder of the Shah’s artillery. There was much difficulty and delay
in bringing the gun to the geens of aetion, A fort situated on
their flank greatly annoyed ithem by its fire. Anolher, which stoed
right in the line of their operations, was carried o brilliant style by
tho Grenauiers of the 48th-under Lisutenant Paterson. The gun was now
run up to the gate of the largest fort, which was instantly blowsn open ;
the enemy flying, panic struck, thirough every aperture by which they could
make their escaps. The fort first menticoed as annoying the left flank in
its advance, nexs fell iato our hands, and so on till five of these strong-holds
were in our possessica. Our casualties amounted te 3 killed and 16
wounded. The enemy, fioding resistance hopeless, suel for termu,—
which were couceded tliem on hostages belog granied ;—they were
zaid to have lost 80 men in the defence, including two chiefs. On the
20th of August, Afznl Khan, eldest son of Dost Mahomed, came down
on Bajgah with about 500 hersc. Captain Codriogton had command of
this advanced post, whick was ocenpied by 200 of the newly raised Jaobaz
or Affglian levies, with the Ghoorkas or scpoys fram Nepaul already
referred tu. ‘The Janbaz horsemen being withiout Buropean officers, weve
headed by Licutenant Rattray, political assistant to Dr Lord. The enemy
were twice charged and driven off the field. (16.} A hazardous advance in
pursuit of the Uzbess had at frst been determined on, but intelligence
having reached, in the course of the evening, that Ileibuk, the stronghold
of a. friendly chief in our front, had fallen iato the hands of the enemy, it
was resolved to commence a retreat on Sygzhan during the night, and
nnite with Captain Eopkins, commanding the Affghan regiment, and
Caplain (Garbett’s horze artillery; tlre whole of Doat Mahomed's troops
being now at liberty to atiack our outposts. From Syghan, having saved
tbe public baggage and treasure, but having sacrificed a lurge quantity of
private property on the way, they returned ou Bameean and proceeded ta
fortify themselves for immediate defence till assistance should reach
them from Cabeol. ‘The forec amounted to 2000 men, with 12 guas ; but
of these one half were Affghans ready to join the Dost the mosnent he came
sulficicntly near to permit desertion.(20) On the way from Syghan their con-

19. Telli Gazetie, September 23,

20. Letter of Sir Alcxander Burnes, Cabool, September 7.—~Fourth ireop
drd Brirade Bengal Horse artillery, four ¢f the Shah’s guns, two mortars,
and 460 Affghan horse, with the force fell back from the outposts mentioned
in the toxt.— Dombay 2%mes; 14th October, 1840,
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duct was in the last degree mutisous and disorderly ; and on thelr arrival at
Bameean one company marched out with their arms and accontrerpents and
went over o the camep of the enemy; the remainder, to the amount of 500
or 600, were disarmed and ordered to return to Cabool. QOn the 7th
September, Colonel Dennie, with the 35th N. I., the Shah’s 4th regiment,
acd 160 of Anderson’s horse, left Cabool to reinforce Bameean. On the
11th, while on bis march, he received an express from Dr Lord apprising
him of the desertion of Captain Hopking's Affghans, and intimating that
Dost Mahomed, with his son Afzul Khan, the Wullee of Khooloom, and
some thousands of the tribes, had advanced to and eaptured Syghan ime
mediately on its abandonment by us, and that the epemy ware within 30
miles of Bameean. Haviog preesed throngl the Gurdan Dawa) defile, a
second despaich of still greater urgency was received, intfmating that the
ex- Ameer had resolved to return to Bameean and ocoupy the passes, so as to
prevent ihe junction of our treops. In order te frustrate this, Colonel
Denaie resolved to aceupy the Irack pass, and the same day the crest of the
wountain, 13,000 feet above the sea, was gained, and both its sides eare-
fully gnarded. Bameean was now safe, and only twenty miles off, the tragps
being on the same side with it of this vast unbrokea chain of mountains.
Here they remained just long enough to colloct their supplies, left semewlat
bebind them by the rapidity of theirmovements,and thedifficulty of the gronud
they reguired to traverse. Fresh entreaties for advance induced Col. Dennie
to press on by forced marches to Bamecan, where he arrived on the 14th,
Having deawa aut the Ghoorkas, he disarmed Capiain Jopkins's regimaent,
who, aithough loaded, offored no resistance. This has been referred to above.
Finding no easmy in the neighbourhood, he proceeded to make arran yes
ments for an advance upon Syghan. This turned cut uanecessary, the
Uzbege being now close at hand. On the svening of the 17th, information
was received that Dost Mahomed and his Uzbeg allies, under the Wulles
of Khooleom, were enfering the valley from the great defile seven miles in
front of Bameean, They were not discouraged ia their approach, in order that
they wmight be drawn well up the valley, isto a position favourable for our
operations. On the morning of the 18th, a fostified village which had elaims on
our profection having been attacked by them, it became imperative on us to
drive them off. It was reported that the Dost's troops amounted only to a
few hundreds-~it turned out that they numbered from six to ten thonsand
fizhting men. Relying on the correctaess of the uaderstatoment, one-third
of the force, with a 6-pr. gun and howitzer, was all that were taken out.
These consisted of 230 of the 25th N. L, 270 Ghoorkas, 80 of Anderson'y
Horse, ard 200 Janbazes—800 in all. The enemy had got possession of
the ehain of forts in front, and Celonel Dennie was not a little surprised to
find them len times as nunterous as had been represented. To hava retired,



155

or waited for reinforcements, wenld have ben fatal, so they weré imnie-
diately eliarged and driven from their position. The artillery practice was
beautiful, and our grape and shrapnell told fearfully on their crowded masses.
They rallied tour or five times, bul seeing our steady and rapid advanice;
they lost heart, broke, and fled pell-mell towards the pass.

The eavalry, eonsisting of 80 of Andersen’s Horse, 200 Janbazes, and £0
or 50 of Dr Lovd's and Captain Conolly's eacort—=abont 380 in all——were now
let slip, and cut np vast numbers of the flving Uzbegs, The deserters from
Captain Hopkine's regiment were drawn up as light infantry—no merey waid
shewn them by their former comrades. The allied troops dispersed them -
selves in all directions over tho hills—the pursuit continued for four miles,
and when Dost Mahomod was last seen, he was wounnded in the thigh, and
had not more than 200 horsemen along with him: The ex-Ameer and bis
son, with the Waulles of Kheoloom, owed their escape, which was a narrew
ons, entirely to tho fleetness of their horses. Their only gun, kettls-
drums, tents, standdrds, and baggage fell into our hands. The casualties of
the enemy are said to have exeeeded 500 killed and wounded. Our loas
amouonted to 50, of whom six only were killed. For more than a week no
tidings could be obtained of the Dost or Wulles, bt apprehensions being
enteriained that they might be endeavouring to re-assemble their seattered
forces at Syghan, 87 miles from Ilameeas, Colenel Dennie made prepara-
tions to move out and disperse them. On the morning of the 22d, he
marched with 8 8-pr. guse, znd | 12-pr. hewitzer, six companies of the
35th N. I, six more of the Ghoorka battalion, 100 of Anderson's Horse,
200 Janbazes;, and 100 Hazarah pioneers—1500 in all.(21)} Oh reaching
Akurabad at the end of the Srat day’s march, he learned that the allies had
passed that place after their defeat, and pushed forward without halt to
Hyatos, where a garrison was left, and continued their onward flight, The
follawing afternoon ke reached Hyatoo, and fading it abandoned, set fire e
it :—here he learned that the fugitives had pushed on past Syghae, and
that the garerison they had left behind them had fled. This fort was next
approached and occupled ; it was found most difieult of aceess, and capabla
of maintaining a determined and protracted defence. So precipitate had
been the retreat of the Uzbegs on hearing of our approach, that they had
left behind them the wholes of the stores, tents, and arms, property, public
amd private, which had been abandoned by our troopss on their retreat

21. The details of the above operaticns are taken from Colonel Dennie’s
despatches. He dates from Syghan thg 27th, mentioning that it had takea
him two days to reach this from Bameean. He states that he left on the 27th;
the two are irreconsileable, so the date of bis despatch has been altered to the
25th. Me'was back at Bariecan agaiii oni the lst Ooi; private leiters state
télgt he Jeaehe'd. on the 24th. He- sayss © Syghan was stronger than

uznie.
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towards Bameean, three weeks before, Ona the 23th, an ambassador from
the Wallee waited on Dr Lord with overfures of peace, and Colonel
Dennie resolved to remain where he was till negaciations wera completed.
Dost Mahomed appeared ta have been for the time cast off from the Uzbegs,
of whom thars were 5500 in a valloy 30 miles from Syghan, Oa the 29th
September our army returned to Bameean, the terms proposed to the Wulles
having besn conceded him. The Dost baving made his sppearance at
Heibuk, was refused all further assistance, and no course appearcd to be
left to him bat to surrender himseif into our hands. The duty en which
Colonel Dennie and his gallant little band tiad been dispatched having been
thus gloriensly execoted, they returned to Cabonl on the 18th Qetober.
This series of operations betwixt the 11th and 30th September, wazone of the
most important, and by far the most brilliant, which had yet oceupied onr
troops in Affghanistan.  From circumatances naver satisfactorily ex-
plained, the whole of the despatehes of Coloncl Dzanie relatiog to them,
exeepting that giving an account of the battle of Gameean, were exclnded
from the Gazelte. It wasthe custom with Lord Keane and Sir Willenghby
Cotton to avenge themselves on officers out of favour with them, by passing
them over in tha Gazetle or suppressiog Lheir despatehes—a system subse-
quently praciised by General Nott, and permittod to pass uncensared. Col,
Deusnie was offered the second class Doorannce Order for the most brilliant
expleit performed during the war: he declined it. (22) He had before de-
¢lined the offer of the third class Order, with which he had beed insulted fou
the storming of Ghuiznie, Meanwhile, operations egqually aestive, but fn all
respeets widely differant in their results, had been in prooress to the
wesiward. Oa the 20th September Sic R. Sale marched at daylight from
his camp at Robat to attack the foet of Tootzndurra, at the entrance of the
Ghorebund Pass. His force consisted of Elec Majesty's 13th, two com-
panies 27th, and flank companies 37th N. I, tws squadrons of the 24
Bengal Cavalry, and the Shah's 2d cavaley, which joined at Charekar, five
miles in advancs, a eouple of 6-pra., and three 9-prs. Thecavalry were in ad-
vance, Ou arriving at Tootundurrah the enemy were fourd very strongly
posted. A village, surconnded by garden walls, and defended by a small
fort, with several detached towers, eommanded the uneven grouad from
which the ateeps ascend which wall in tho pass. A cliaiu of detached forts,
within musket shet of eazch other, and of the village respectively, extended
to the eastward. One of the forts was peculiarly atrong. The rear ar
northward of this position wasz protected by a deep eanal along the high
groucd, the valley beyond being covered with gardens. A party of the

22. Coloael Dennie’s letter to Sir W. Cotton, dated Cabeol, 23d October ;
alao private letlers.—Fraser’s Mazgazine, aud Bombay Times,
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enowy was drawa up in froni, proteeted by a mound; a second party vecu-
picd the face of the hill to the west. The forts were all garrizoned by
matehlock men, which maintained a hot fire upon as as we advanced.
Strong parties, with artillery, were detached to clear the hills, and take the
enemy in flank, and to get possession of two detached forts on the right.
These having been completaly suecessful, ifie principal column moved down
upon the village. (23) The enemy were defeated, and compelled to retire
from all their positions, and by 11 o'clock the whole of their strongholds
were in our possessior. The artillerv, as usnal, raived destruction on onr
opponents, and left them without neuns of resistanes or hope of suecess.
We had six privates killed,—the only olfiger wha fell was Captain Edward
Conolly. Three brothers of this talented family lost their lives during the
Affghan war—Captain John died at Cabool in July 1842, and Captain
Arthor, the traveller, was shortly afier murdered at Bokhara along with
Colonel Stoddart, The whole of the Tootundurrah forts were, at the sug-
gestion of Sir Alexander Burnez, who aeccompanied the force, destroyed.
Sie R. Sale having been informed by the Political Agent that a number of
the rebel chieftaing had taken refuge at the fort of Jugla, 16 miles from his
, camp at Chareekar, Captain Anderson, with two squadrons of the Shah’s

cavalry, the janbazes, and 500 Doorannee horse~—abount 1000 cavalry in all,
wera despatclied under Captain Sandess with a view to scrround and pre-
vent the eseape of the chiefs until the slower moving infantry and artillery
shonld he zble to get up and attack the place. They marched soon afier
midnight, and by sourise of the 3d of Octcber the fort was complately
inveated. By ten A, the General with Her Majesty’s 13th, two com-
panics of the 27th and 87th Native Infantry, twe squadrons of the 2d
cavalry, arrived, and in two hours wmote one 24-pr. howitzer, three 9 and
two G-pra. had joined : the mortara, which had boen detained by the baduess
of the roads, did not get into position till latc in the afternacn. A severa
canngnade was maiatained betwixt one and three p.ap, when the breach
being coosidered prasticable they procesded to storm. Four officers of
I1.M.*s 19th for some time maintaided themselves an the sumanit of the wall
with snch determined gallantry as to call forth the cheers of all their com-
rades in the thickest of the fight. (24} The enemy crowned the erest of the
shattered wall, and poured in so hot a fire, and offered such stont re~
sistanee, that the storming parly was compelled to retire with loss,—the
breach being gqnite impracticable, as was afterwards ascertained fully. They
took refuge in ¢he adjeining ravise until recalied to camp, The

23. Sir R. Sales's despatch of 26th September, 1840,

24. These were Brevot-Major Kershaw (killed on retreal from Cabool),
Lientenant and Adjutant Wood, Lieutenant Edward King (who afterwards
fell gloriously at Tezeen), and Lientenant G. Wade.
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gartison,"potwithstanding all the precautions made use of to secure them
made good their ratreat ; and the fort having thus been evactated, was taken
possession of by our men a hitle after dusk—7 p. M. QOur casualties amonnted
to 50 in kiiled and wounded, ©On the morning of the 13th, information was
received that Dost Mabomed had come through the Ghorebund Pass at Too-
tundurrah, and taken up hiz quarters 15 miles from our eamp: his eattls
were deseribed asg so entirely knocked up, that it was supposed a squadron
of eavalry might iatercept and cot off his retreat. Lisutenant Dowson, with
500 Affghan horse, was immediately despatched on this duty, but found
he was too late, the ex» Ameer having, a few hours befere, left for Nijrow,
20 miles east of Chareekar. Next morning a whole campany of Lieut, Maule's
Kohistaness went over totheir old ruler, and fears were entertzined that the
rest would follow. Chriroops were encamped at Chareskar when information
was received that the Dost had crossed the valley, apparently intending to
move on Cabool, whose safety, eensidering the temper of the peopla in and
around it, began to oceasion serious uneasiness. A position was accordingly
taken up by our troops oo the 16th at Karabagh, with a view of covering
aad protecting the capital. On the 17th, they procesded to attack the fort
of Derveash Khap, one of the most respeciable and consistent of the friends
of the Iateruler. A long detour was made to avoid some difficult marehing
ground, and when the fort was attained, it was found empty. The walls
and bastions were blown up and the stronghald destroyed. On the night
of the 18th, the enemy assembled after dark within 120 yarda of our camp,
and continued for three hours to pour in upon us a ¢lese but ill-directed fire,
whicheould not be replied to, bat from which little damage was sustained.(25)
On the 19th, the remainder of the 87th N, I. and thres 9-pounders joined.
On the 20th, preparations were made to attack the strong viltage of Kanw
darrah, ocenpied as was understood by from 600 to 1006 of the insurgents.
It was sitnated cloge under the inferier range ef the Lughman meuntains
by which Koh-iDamun is bounded on the west. Immediately to the south
is the villape of Beydack; and the groves, vineyards, and gardens of the two -
places caver a portion of the bill side, measuring about two miles north and
south, and half as much from east t6 west. The gardens are, as ususl, cul-
tivated in terraces like a flight of gigantic steps: each bouse was a distinet
little fort, Joopholed and garrisoned ; while numerons towers of great strength
were acattered about : the place, in fact, was of very great strength, and if
crdinarily well defended, eould only have been captured at a heavy sacrifice
of life, Fortunately, while we were encamped within sight of them, the
people teok to quarrelling amongst themselves. The warrior porticn of the
inhabitants refused to fight, and on the night of the 20th moved off; the

25, Englisiman, 9th December.



+~ 159

rest felt 80 alarmed and dispirited that they all dispersed, and on the fore-
noon of the 21st we set fire to the honses, destroyed the gardens, and levelled
the villages; and on the 22d moved to the north of Ak Serae to resmme the
observation of the Cabool road. At this time a force of the 3d Shab's
Khelat-i-Ghilzie Corps, and two Shah’s guns, marched from Cabool and
surprised Istalif by a night warch. The 8rd Shah's joised us from Pur-
wan shortly afterwards, In this position our froops remained for
abont a week, when they advanced towards Nijrow on lhiearing that the
Dost had come oot of the valley with a small fores which was hourly in-
creasing, On the 1st November they reached the fort of Mser Musjedae,
where mora exast intelligence than had hitherlo been obtained of the move-
ments of the ex~Amesr was procured. He bad advanced towards Purwan
Darrah, a small valley traversed by a clear rapid stream, and sprinkled aver
with orchards and numerous forts. Hitherward ¢he following moreing
moved onr troops. The advanced guard consisted of 2 6-pr guns under
Lieutenant Warbuston, four companies of H.M.'s 15th uader Major Ker-
shaw, the twoe flank compapies of the 87ith, and one company of the
27th N. 1., ueder Lieutenact Rhind of the former corps; two squadrons
of the 2d Bengal Light Carvalry, aod 200 of the Shah's 2d Horse, us.
der Captain Anderson,—the whole being under the command of Colonel
Salter. The troops moved at daybreak on the 2d Nov.: the morning wag
serene and besutiful, che conntry in the highest degres picturesgue; hut
the road waas interseeted with cuts, canals, and water eourses, and was difficuls
in the estreme. DBetween eight and wine, the Gorabund river was crossed,
the gons having been got over with great diffienlty. On ascending the
hills beyond, a fort opened fre om the advance, and compelled tham to form
line, By this time the villzagers were flocking in from every quarter, in.
treating protection from the army of Dost Mahomed, said to be plunders
ing them im all directions and preparing to decamp. (26) 'Tho forts and
villages as we advanced were rapidly evacuated by the enemy, who were seen
vetreating towards the bills. Tlheir oumbers were computed at 3300 foot zud
500 horse, (27) Dr Lord, who acosmpanied Col, Salter, having intimated
that tio eavalry, by proceeding in advance, would be able to cut off a por—
tion of the fugitives, the 2d eavalry were ordered to skirt the hill on the
right, while ths left of the pass was occupied by Anderaon’s hosge. The
infantry followed, but were greatly retarded in their movements by the guas,
which were impeded by the water courses. Thecavalry, having got a mile or
.s0abead of the main bady, were attacked by a detachment of abont 200 Aff-
ghan horse, believed to be headed by the ex-Ameer in person. Liue having
been formed, Capt. Fraser, who commanded tha right, ordered the troopers to

26. Correspondent in the Delhi Guzelte, November 22.
27. Genceral Sale’s despateh, 2d November.—Gossrauient Guzatte,
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draw and gharge. The first troop besitated, and the men began to fall back by
eights or tens. The officers were so cotapletely occupied by the enemy advane-

jug at aslow but determined pace, and now close upon them, that they merely
called out to the men lo come on, little anticipating that they were to have
all the battle to themselves. Observing, whea too late, that they were about

to be left without support from their men, who had now begun to mave off
by threes and fours, and scamaper like a flock of sheep before a fores net

superior to them ia numbers, Captains Fraser and Ponsenby in vain used

every cffort to bring them on to the charge; in vain thiey exhorted, ip-
treated, and implored them during the few momeats permitted them, Cape

tais Fraser at Jength exclaime.l, *° I never saw snch cowards, we must go

alone,” The Affyhan horse were now amongst our wavering or reliring
ranks. Dost Mahemed Jed his men dowa the hill, caling ** In the name of
God and the prophet, fight and drive the Feringee Caffirs from the land, or 1
amgoae,” The European officers zlready named, together with Licut, Crispin,
Cornet Moffat, Assist.-Surg. Eddy, Mr Boulton, the riding master, and My
M*{ermot, the veterinary surgeon, with soma 15 or 20 map, were feft fight-
ing desperately in the midst of the enemy. Dr Lord had been killed on the
advance by a shot from one of the posts. Lientenant Broadfoot of the En-
gineers had followed in the rear of the cavalry, aud was ridden down by them
while endeavouring o prevall upon them to return to the field. His body
was afterwards found mutilated by the enomy. The infantry column had
observed with admiration the gallant bearing and steady advaace of the Aff-
ghang, conceiving that they would be as steadily met and still more galw
lantly repoiled ; the het charge and flashing sabres conveying for a momeat
the impression that all had gone well; when the enemny’s high red banper
dispetled the iflusion. Lo their dismay tlie next mement they pereeived
the cavalry in full retreat flying at speed before the Alfghans, Capt. Fraser
arrived shortly after in camp on horseback, seversly wounded in the back, and
with his right hand nearly cut off. “The advanced guard was now formed
in line to receive the enemy, and the guus placed in positien; but the
horaemen were probably satisied with their success, and were, at all events,
too weak to atlerapt more than they had accomplished, They passed on
beyond tange of our artillery. Thres companies of the 37th N. 1., with
the 2d Bengal Light Cavalry which bad been seat back, were ordered to
move rousd to the right in guest of the missing officers, while three com-

panics, under Lieutenant Rhind, with two of Abbolt's guns, proceeded

towards 1he lsft to attack the enemy now aceumulating in masses on a rocky
eminence on the flank. Sowme delay occurred in these arrangements: as the

second-mentioned party advanced, Lieutenant Dawes, wlo was in charge of
the guns, opened firo with admirable prosision on the Affghans,  The red

atandard of the enemy was now placad on the top of the hill, ani a defack-
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ment, uoler Lientenant Rhind, after experiencing the greatest diffeulty in
the aseent, obtained possession of the height just before oceupied. This posi-
tion having been maintained for about half an heur, was abandovned, the anes
my having been driven off. (28} The troops had new heen nine hours
nnder arms ; it would have taken them three hours more to have reached the
principal porticn of the enemy ; who still remained ia the field, so0 we returaed
to the carap for the night. (23) A new attack was arranged for next day,
and the soldiers slept accoutred for the fight. 'When moraing dawne
ed, the Affzhass were found to have fled towards Charcekar: not a shot
had been ficed, nor was an enemy to ba seen. The loss at Purwan Durrak feil
entirely on the officers. Dr Lord, the Political Agert in Kohistan, foll oo the
advance; Lieut. Broadfont was killed as the cavalry began to retire, and Cornet
Crispin was shot dead upon the fleld, and was afterwards cub to pieces. The
condition in which Captain Fraser refurned to camp has already been refer-
red to ; (30) the escape of Captain Ponsorby was zlmost mivacalous. He was
mouwted ot a magaoificent Ghuznie eharger, who, finding himself hommed o
on all gides, fashed furiously out and dismounted three of the Affzhans.
The gallant cfficer himself had a ball threngh his left arm § the top of kis left
thumb was cut off, with a severe sabre wouad dividing bis nose and laylog open
his cheek to the bone. His reins were severed across ; his horse had lost his
ears, and had a shot through his neck. Such was the baitle of Purwan
Durrah, whick closed the esieer of Dost Mahomed Khan; and presented
the first example of misconduct an the part of tbe Sepoy soldier since the
commencement of the war. Of this ne adequate explanation has ever been
obtained ; but go jnfamous was it regarded that the regiment was degraded
and dishanded, and its number erased from the army list. The heroic eon-
duct of the British officers met with the applause that it deserved; the Na«
tive officers and troops who had net been eapaged, or were guiltless of mis—
conduet, were drafted into other eorps. Bameean had, in reality, ssaled
the fate of the insurgent party, wiio were now unable te bring into the feld
half the foree that Coionel Dennie had defeated. Iaving staked his all upen
this cast without further hope of success, Dost Mahomed found himeelf oc
the eve of being abandoned to his fate. He disappeared from the field of
battle, no oue knew how or where. Oa the evening of the 3d Novembar,
as Sir W, Macnaghten was returning from his evening ride, and was within

28. Delki Gazette, ut sup.

20. Colongl Dennie’s letters, Cabool, 18th Apeily, 1841, and India Gazetie
therein referred to.

30. Taie officer formed one of Sir R. Sale’s garrisotiat Jellalabad, when they
wero blockaded betwixt November 184! and April 1842. In March 1883,
he wens howe in charge of presents from the Maharajah Shere Singh to the
Queen of Eagland, His haad had not boon amputated, bat was at this time
wholly useless.

x
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2 few yards of his own residence in the eitadel of Cabool, a single horsemarn
galloped up to him, and having satisfied himsolf that he was the Envoy and
Minister, told him that Dogt Mahomed had arrived, and sought his protection.
The ex.Ameerimmedistely sppeared ; he alighted from bis lorse, and prew
sented his sword.(81) His sword was returned him, and he himself requested
to remount. He had quitted ths field of baitle late the preceding evening,
and rode straight into Cabool, a diztance of 60 miles, having been 24 hours
on horseback. His fnances were exhausted ; his allies were deserting
him ; and the Seikhe, who had heretofore promised him all sorts of support,
had conrented to open their conutey for the march of additional treops, to
reinforce the British army in Affghanistan, It had become obvious, that
bowever ho aright protract the struggle it could have but one izsue, With
a pride peculiar to Limself, he earefully eschewed cur army elose to{32)
him, whom he considered he lLad foiled, 2nd rode in siraight to give himsell
up with flying colours. He shewed fow symptoms of fatigue, avd his self.
possession was rematrkable. He wrate to his eldest son Mabomed Afzul,
the sharer of his eaptivity and toils, and to two ofhis other sons whe had
escaped from Ghuzmie, desiring them ta come io immediately, as he had al-
ready surrendered himself and been honourably treated. He left Cabool for
India under escort on the 12th November, and waited at Peshawur till joined
by his family. They had resided ai Ghuzsale since their surrender in July ;
they consisted of noacly 700 persons, of whom ene half wer:females. Four-
teen sons surrendered themselves; Ukhbae [Khan alone baving declined our
hospitalitics to the end- Hyder Khaa, who became prisaner on the fall of
Ghaznie, &t this time a prisoner at large at Bombay, afterwards joined theam.
The ex-Ameer was permitied at his ewn requast to visit Calentta, where he
was received with the ntmost respect by Lord Auckiand, 2nd became for a time
the great Lion of the City of Palaces, He was allowed an income of three
lakhs of Rupees,—£30,000 a-year. He was assigned 5 residence first at
Loodianah and afterwards at Mussoores on our north-west frontiers, where
the climate was more congenial ta his constitution than that of lower Beogal
e appears to have created a strong and favourable impresaion on all with
whom he came in contact ; 20d though watchiag, of course with deep interest,
the struggles of bis couniry, e was nevar on any occasion detected interfering
with its affairs, or even during the time of our traubles, which he appeared
to deplore, correspending with the insurgents. He quitted India in Jasuary
1843, and after a sojourn of some weeks at Lahore, returned to Cabeol.
This, however, is greatly in anticipation of the regalar eonrse of our ntarra~
tive. The surrender of Dost Mahomed reduced the country around Cabool

31. Sir W. Macnaghten'’s Despatebes, November 4,
32. Colonel Dannie’s Letiers, December 27. We have borrowed in part
the words of hoth the papers referred to.
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%o a stale of temporary tranquillity.(38) There was no furtier hoad or defi-
nite object for combination, and though the elements of insurrection were
every where abundant, aod instances of individoal resistance to the fax-
gatherer net unfrequent, thera was no hope to be indulged in, or object to
be advanced, by a combined or extensive outbreak, The embers of discon-
tent smouldered in Kobistan, bat wers not extinguished ; a communication is
zaid to have been intercepted, bearing the seal of the blinded Zemaun Shah,
brother of the Shah Soojah, addressed to the Sultan DMabmoud Kban
Barukzye, Sivdar of Kohat, urging a combination with the Seikhs to restore
him to zutharity ; a proof of the conviction of this member of the royal
family, that the questivn was less belwixt the Suddozye and Barukzye races
than the anxiety to get rid of thie present ruler and his allies.(34) Winter
was 00w 2t haod :—the Affghians bad not a2 yet discovered the weak pointsg
in the position we had taken up;—and warlike operations were not thought
of with the ground covered with snow, and the thermometer considerably
belew zero. DBefora directing attention to tbe affairs of Scinde asd Beloo-~
chistzn, where insurrection wasg rife, and rebellion had assumed 2 more for-
milable front than io apy of the tramontane parts of the Doorannes empire,
it will be expedient briefly to examine the causes of the unexpected continu-
ance of hostilities, and our extreme wanl of suecess in reducing the country
to obedience. The papers of Sir Alexander Burnes fortunately furaish
abundant materiel for an enguiry as important in its natare as wnsatisfactory
in its results. The history of the operations in the countries south
west of Candahar forming an epizode of themselves, will be sarrated in the-
following chapters.

Dr Atkinson relates that, in December 1840, when accompanying Dost
Mahemed on his way to India, the excAmeer recommended strongly the
poliey of taking the domivion of the coustry into our owa hands. % The
Suddozyes,” he said, ** bad never been accustomed to obey, and never would
obey; and, by their intrignes, under the anomalous sovereigniy of the
$hah 8hoojah, we should be involved in perpetual embarrassment.” The
only effectual mode of crushing them was to govern them in cur own way.
“ You will also find,” be observed, *‘ the very courtiers aboui the Shah
who havo for years been fattening on your bounty, the most forward in
plotting agaisst you," There is no doubt that the observation of the
Affghan ruler fully explained onr difienliies, arising, as they did, from the
anomaloua nature of our position. It is true that the habits of the popula«
tion of Affghanistan baore scarcely any resemblanes to those of the countries

33. “ The surrender of Dost Mahomed has made the couniry as tranguil as
Vesuvius after an irruption ; how long it will continue it is impessible to say.”
weLetter of Sir A. Burnzs, Caboo!. Nov. 13, 1840.

34, Atkinson’s Expedition iato Affghanistan, p. 368.
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with which, in Tadis, we had hitherfo been accusiotned to deal :—eamntries
which lay oa the borders of our dominions, and were accessiblo to our armies
along the whole line of their fromtiers : which were familiar with the aspeet,
as well as with the resistless power of our authority, before they felt ita
iofluence. The Affghans had at mo time for any lengthened period, sub.
mitted to a regular government of their own: they were divided into a
huodred petty clans, each professing allegiance lo individual chiefs, who
mzde no ceremiony in disputing the aathority of the Soversign when bis
behesis dizeorded with tlieir views. Imbuned witk more than the nsual
impatience of tazation, almost the only aid they could be induced to con-
tribute to the stale was in the shape of a contingent of men ia the case of
war, Difficult ss it was, however, to fuse these hotf, fiery, and refractory,
subjects into the form of a quiet, well-ordered, and submissive tribute-
paying-populatien; the source of all our troubles lay in the aromaly of our
own position. Had we taken possession of the counkry for ourselves, it wonlkd
not ooly have been iotally uscless to us, but would have gost some millions
sterling a-year for the maintenanee of from 12,000 to 15,000 regular troops
to keep ug the show of sovereignty. But so long as we asked no tribute,
and left the tribes {o themselves, it i3 probable thay would have learned to
leave us alona when they discovered how much more satisfactory was the
silver and gold we scattered than the steel and lead we might have required
to use amongst them. This, certainly, was the moest we could ever at any
time have hoped, from the entire oceupation of Afighanistan,

In maintaising the Shah Soojah by force of arms on the throne in the
shape of an independent sovereign, we enabled him te do as he thought fit,
while we relieved him from the fear of consequences. The eapricious
tyrauny he exereised over his sabjects was carried iato effect, and he pro-
tected from ths results—by British bayonets | Rights Jong dormant
or forgotten, and which it many eases had never been admitted, were
tesuscitated ; claims weve renewed on tribute for half a century fallen aside;
and the whole country harrassed and annoyed by the political agent, the'
8py, and the tax-gatherer,—ereatures equally new and unwelcome in the
Tecesses Df thE DQOI'H.!“IEB empire.

No¢ better explanation caa he given of the sources of our difficulties than
cthat contaiced in the representation of Sir Alexander Burnes, laid before the
Euvoy on the 7th of August 1840, on the anniversary of cur entrance into
+Cabeol ; with a long extract from which able, but unfortunately unheeded,
document, the present chapter may be soncloded: —

So much for the state ofaffairs in the kingdom of Cabool on thix day, the anni.
versary of our entrance into its capifal. At Cocrt I fear we shall not find makters
in’ a better state 3 much is said of the King’s pepularity ; this is a subject I feel an.
sious Lo grapple with thoroughly, To we it would be very aatonishing if any Af-
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ghan Kirg who liad allied himeelf to the Sikbs, and the English, conld be popular ;
ttis notin the naturs of things. 1lis Majesty’s suceessor may hope for a hettev
share of the public faver; but Shah Shoojah must Ifear gev on withoutit, I waeld
not however dwell much on the abstract guestion of wapoepularitys I would rathed
enguire into the esuses foris, if they exist, orave only fmaginary. Bad ministers
are in every Government, solid groucds for unpopularity, end ¥ doubt if ever a
King had & worse set than Shak Shooja. His priocipal adviser isanald servant
by name Moelsh Skikors, who bas grown grey with His Majesty in exile, where he
diatributed, in some bundred fractionsl parts, the Pension which the Shab recete-
ed from the Company. He is not & man of family, but a Moolsh ; his faculties ‘are
impaired by nge and disease; he once incurred Kis .Majesty’s displessure for
which be forfeited his eats, & subject fruitfulin wisticism to the discontented about
sourk, and hitle celeutated to elevate the representsiive of Majesty. So com-
pletely is this poor man’s memory gene that he never recogsizes 4 wan he has
once seen ; that the commonest business requires half a dozen of notes,win faet) of
bim it might be said that his whole business is ta gatker money, end to this ocue
end his yensaining facnlties ore applind. Moclah Shikore passea by the name of
Yuzeer or minister, but His Majesty gets offended at his being so called,
#0 we may presume he thinks it possibie to get on without any minister. By
facts that have come under my awa knowledge, I shall depict the Viziex's character,
and all of them canbe tested by yourself, Ln the last wiotér, hia notions of Po-
litieal vconamy led him to seize all the granaries aTound Cabeol, on which be put
hig sesl, and from which be drew forth the grain, and had it exposed for sale in
the Bazaar by his ewn afficers, and at z price fixed by bimself, When apring a¢-
rived, he conceived it would please His Majesty to adorn the royal Gardens which
have been loag neglected, a merasure most laudable to & peaple se fond of gardens
as the Caboolies, highly popular, bat this was te he dene grafig, sud by conscrip.
tign es all around this distvicc, The ‘poor peasantry were dragged in bundreds
from their homes at seed time, when their lands required their care, and competled
to labor withaat any reward. Discontent rose Lo such a height thac I sent 1o the
minister and plainly told him that he was disgracing hic King and himself; snd
that I would nolonger stand silent, as palicy dietated I should on ! oceasione, un-
less be at leant gave the poor wretches bread, and if he would rot dait, I would
from next day open myown treasury and sapply it, Afier this the workmen
got two pice worth of bread per diem, while our Evgioeer officers were paying
seven Llimes that in the adjoining garden, where our Cantonments were erectiog,
"The nexs freak of this winister was to reduce the number of Buichers® shops in
this populons City, and $o compel these to sellat his own prics, thereby ensuring
a menopoly of meat to a few, and injuring many. For days the loudest complaints
ware uttered, 1ill free trade wasat last established.  As I write, the shops in which
flour ie sold are now shut, the minister baving turned bis views from meat 1o
bread; and itia painful to pass through the Bazaar in consequencs, Wil such an
advizer, can His Mujesty be popular--do he, and bis minister deserve it ?

You have frequently pointed out to the King, in which 1 have humbly seconded
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youy the utier worthlessness of such a man az an adviser, and His Majesty has pro-
raised more than ence a remedy to an evil so pressing. You are sware that he has
appointed within thie pas{ month aman of family and character 1o take a share in
public matters by the title of Nizam-oo-dowla, his own name being Qosran Khan
Suddoozzye. This,bowever, I regret to say is a pure fiction, the man exercizes no au-
therity in the state. His Majesty has given to him the old revenue accounts to ex-
amine, &nd heis to find out auck defalcations as hecan,a task imperiovsly neces—
sary I admit, but one by ne means furnishing a remedy to the grievances above
enumerated, These grievances relate to Caboeol, but the surromading country
equoally suffers under ofhers. Those in the Kobistan I have described, thase ¢lse-
where are fully s common. Besides Qoaman Khan, of whom I ara bound 1o speak
with favor, His Mejesty tells us there is oo man #it for trust ; I will only say that he
deceives himself, but if unworihy of trust, we shall then suppose the Shah esrries
on this Government himself: not at alil he has surrounded himself with four or five
advisers, who were with bim st Locdiana, who are engaged entirely in filling their
parses, snd who from Jong ab in Hindocatan, are guite unfit for the respon—
sible duty which they are called on %o perform, To reward old servaofs is nobla
and magnanimous, but other employments may be found for suob, than those
which taint the ends of justice, aod with them, His Majesty’s reputation,

1 have spoken of the duties assigred to Qosman Khan connected with the re-
venue, and this brings me to thal very imporiant subject, and the system on which
Hir Maje'sty conducts it, if systema B ean be called, and which ealle loudly for re-
form, 'The Collectors of the revenue are the soldiers ; they receive assignments on
certain districts for their pay, and they proceed there, living at free quarters on the
community till the peasant pays the amount of sthe assignments esusing thusa
more fruitful harvest of dispute than any otber human invention conld have devia
sed. Distant from the capital the subject refuses to submit to suzh oppression,
and before the snow falla expeditices ave sent forth to levy His Majesty’a rigits ;
if the snow does fali the people defy the officers of the Crown, and escape for the
year. DBy ose of these expeditions the system will be explained. Khan Sherzen
Ehan, the head of the Persian faction, was dispatched in the fall of the year to the
countries of Koorum =and Koost, south of Suffaid Koh: he levied His Ma-
jeaty's dues, end lived for five months with 1800 men at free quarters in the coun-"
try, Asheis a good man, he did his daty with more mildness than an Aflchan,
but to continue such & Bystery, must clear)y alienate all the peaple of this country
from Bhah Sacjah and from us, for the force we give Adm ensures what, if lefi to
kimself, he could not otherwise command. It is therefore incumbent on us by
sending religioos men, or by demanding hostages to live al the capital, as security,
to see that seme other revenue arrangements be adopted ; by the present, we can nei-
ther govern on the Afghan aystem, nor on our own,for the former implied that if a
gubject paid his duties oneyear ke wis tobe ealled outto plunder the Punjaub or

Hindoostan the nest.

Afier adjusting revenne arrangements, the admitted end of Bhah Shasje’s Ge-
vernment is to make bis Troeps fii for service, to raise in fact a national force.
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The Jan Baz eorps are assuredly a step towards this, and a very important one,
and these with the Affghan Infantry, now being raised, promise welly butit is the
ohject of many to destroy His Majesty’s interest in them, and as theyare not con-
stapuly under the King's eye, his atteation is bestowad on otber things, his owa
Irregular Cavaley, his own guns, his own OGrderly Regiment, hiz Nujesbs, aud his
8ikh bedy guard, T would not advocate the dismissal of the Affghan Horse, be-
cause, I believs, if paid, they will do good service, but it will be seen that ail the
really serviceable portion of the apmy, the Jau Baz, and the Affphan luofantey, are
psid by us, or have eur sqenrity, and thar His-Majesty plays ol soldisrs with the
otleer branchess which would be well enough were they not & burden on the fis
nances of the State, (or rather our Siate,} for this countty more than others can-
nat afford ¢o support useless Troeps, and it ia not dificult to shew oot enly bow
useless are these Troops but how dangerous they re inthis country. Of the
Irregnlar Horse I shall not speak ; of the heusehold Artillery, however, you are
aware that His Majesty left them in Caboel in the wintey without pay 3 they pledy-
ed their swords and elothes, then mutinied, coilired fheir native officer, and
were wliimately paid by your ordera out of our money lefe in deposit here. The
King hae a mountain trsin end two Troops of Horse Ariillery in bis service, be-
sides an Astillery Qffcerto look after his guns, Of what use sre these men ?
Next Jcome the Orderly Regiment, a body of Hindoostanees soms six or eight
bondred strong, who run before the King and keep Ris subgocts ot o distance with
the butt ends of their musksts,with little ot no discipline thongh good losking mea,
and capable of ity and to which 1lis Majesty has rejected all your eotresties to
appeint an European-effiver, ~“Theresult is to be expected. Six weeks ago they
mutinied. You were apprehensive that the regular army would be required, but the
orderly Regiment had only repsired to Moolah Shikore; His Majasty’s minister ;
blockaded the entrance to his house, aad toid him, which I repeat on the Shah's
awn aothority, that if he did ot pay them, they would have his nose, his ears bes
ing already gone, Themen were paid. His Majesty sought lo punish this serious
breach of discipline and respect, andhad the cffenders confined ; the mer laid down
their arms before the King, and only ook them np from therz an General Cotton”s
epproack, and from whom I heard it.  With so many fine prowising regiments, re.
gular and irregular; of what uge gan this Orderly Regiment be, or what use the Nu-
jeebs ? Qne of H. M.’s regiments of the contingent would with prids discharge the
duties of ihe Palace, and mutiny and disrespect would disappear. Butif these sen-
tirzents apply tosuch Troops, what is to be said te a body of Sikhs in the costume of
thefr country as the King's guard in tbis Makomedan sapital 2 A few evenings ago
'L was salpted by several of them with the Wagernjee ka Fuiteh{the Sikh war ery,)
in the verystreets of Cabool. I assert without fear of contradiction that a0 Sikh
{Ebulss) ever durstinthe time of the Affghan monarchy appear thusin this city ; and
I further assertthat their presence bere 12 odious to the poopls, and o the last dagres
snjurious. Thess thenare the Troops kept up by His Mejesty from our coffers, far
his awn treasure cannot defray the charge. Arethere nol two parties to s bargain,
«and is not Shak Shoojabouad to attend to our wishes in discherging useless muti-
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nous mea, some of whom are offensive to the people, and all of whom add 1o the
enocmouns expense of our oceupation of this country ? A few of those men were old
servents of the Shal when at Loodiana, but eny one whe has suen His Majesty’s
establishment therey, knows how few these sre. To use a homely simile, we by
keeping up sueh peeple, are burning the family candle at both ends, and ¥ eannof
but doubt that a Semoustratien te His Majesty of our inabilify to supgert such
people would readily rid us of such & nuisanece, We all keow that panic and mu-
tiny are very infectious amang soldiers., If Hiadoostanees successfully demand
their psy with srms in their hands, what will prevent Afghan Horse and Foot
acting likewise z end where men sre go irregulaely paid, what se probable ; und if
it oconrs, are we to bayonet, and slay His Mejesty’s sobjects, becaunse it pleased
His Majesty to live beyond iiis means? Clace these facts before any soldier, and
I ehall retract all these opinions i€ he deems thers unsound or unprofessional.
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CHAPTER IV.

SoINDE AND BLLoocnisTan.

Mr Roxs Tell, Political Agent for Scinde—State of Khelat—Expedition wader Malor Billamare
to Kahun and Deyrsh—Attacks the Bhoogtiea—Captures the chie? Beebruck—s$acks the
village—Retires by Kahun and Nufagek to the plains—Fautility of the expadition—Detach-
moot dispatched under Captsin Brown and Lieat, Clarke ta occupy Eatun— Marehk from
Poglajes—Difficulties of the way-<Arrive at Eahun, snd find it empty—Clarke's party, and
that of a Bubedar, atiacked and cut to pieces on thelr retora—Captain Brown ahut upin
Kahun—Puts tha men on haif-rations on the 24th May—Patience and skill of tho defence—
Offers of asajstanece from Quettah—Ilear of Malor Clkborn's convoy—Are informed of its
destructionBtate of garrisen in the ond of Angust—Detachment onder Major Clibborn
dispatehsed from Sukkur on I9th Awgust—Reach Poolsjee—Ewuter the hills—Arrive at
Surtof—Examine the ground where Clacke's party were cet to pleces—Diffculties of the
woy-Reach Nufoosk—Want of water~Dreadful heat-—Attempt to siorm the Pass unsae-
cessful —Storming party drlven back, four officers killei—Main body keep their ground il
10 vt —Farifes gent out for water—Return unsuceessful—Farr of them s#at wp—Clibborn
retiros on Surtof—Attacked during the night—Laose all thelr baggage—TRcturn to Peolajeew
Totsl 108z of convoy generally overstated—Court of Inquiry npen—Extraordinary preceed-
ingy of ~Premature puhlication of their report—Cbservations on—General Brooks and Coi,

Valiant recalled--HReflections,

Tur Political Agent to whom the charge of Scinde and Ileloochistan
was, in the cad of 1830, committed, was a man in every respect as unlike
the Envoy at Cabool as could weli ba imagined. Mr Ross Bell, by whose
individual managementso many of the untoward avents about to ba deseribed
were brought arpund, wag, at the time of his appoinitment, scarce thirty
years of age; yet, before this, he had distinguished himself in the Secres
tariat, as a Persian scholar, and had been employed with high eredit at the
Courts of Nepaul and Lahore, and in an important pslitical situation at
Delki. He had charge of the districts from Dadur to Kurrachee, and from
the Indus to the westeramost borders of Beloochistan—the ruler of Kelat
being regarded 3¢ only a tributary of higher grade than the cther chieftaing of
the Docrannee Bmpire. Mr Bell was a man of great vigour, and activity
of understanding, and of the most determined and reckless daring of pur-
pose: but he was one of those who seemed to think the rules of general
morality inapplicable in government, and that the mazims of common
homesty essential to be obaserved in the intercourse of private life, wight
wisely be disregarded by political authorities: a frailty with which too large
a portion of our statesinen in India of recent years appear to have been af-
focted. While the Envoy and Minister clung to the last to the fond dream
of the restoration, under British auspices, of tlie Doorannes Ewmpire in its
former extent and splendour, the Politieal Agent of Scinde had sagaeity
enongh early to become satisfied of the mischievousness and watenabi.
lity of our policy, and of the impessibility of long maintaining the soversign

v
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on the threne, orourselves in the country. His representations to Govern-
ment, like those of Sir Alexander Burnes to this effect, appear to have been
autterly unheeded,

At the close of a former chapter the arrangements which took place at
Kelat were adverted to. Mebrab Khan and Iiis prineipal chiefs having
fallen on the capture of the town, his widaw, with her step-son Nuasseer
Khan, a boy about fourteen years of age, betook themseives to the hills.

Newaz Khan, a relative of the decessod chief, descended by a collaterai
branch from Abdoolah Kban, the founder of the dynasty, was piaced upon
the throne. It seems to have been most unacconntably assuwmed, that we
'had so more to do than to set up a ruler amongst the democratis tribes of
Central Asia, to ensure the permanence of his authority, No means of
-maintaining our protegee in the perilous position in which we had placed
him appear to hiave been thought of. He was to collect tribiute, not for
himseli only, but for his snperior, the Docrannoe severeizn, and procure
military service from fierce and lawless races, who ill breoked the exercise
of hereditary authority, scarcely of Lhat which they themselves Liad conferred
on s elected chief, KLieutenant Loveday was appointed Besident at his half
formed and wesupported eourt: and & guard of honour of thirty sepoys was
all that was considered necessary o wake our authority known and re-
spected thronghout Beloochistan.

Ia the middle of December, a force, consisting of the head-quarters of the
1st Grenadiers, 150 strong, with 80 Lrregular [Hosse, uoder Caplain Raitt,
was despatched from Lheres ta lake possession of Kahun, ths capital of
the Murrees, a fierce amd warlike but chivalrons clan, occupying a portion
of the mountain covntry which aweeps to the eastward of tlie Bolan Pass.
Another party, acting in conjunetion with this, and consisting of the light
gompany of the 5th N.L, 50 wen of the Grenadiers, aud 40 Horse, under
Lieutemant {larke, with Lieutenant Jacob's Battery, proceeded to Dreyral,
the head-quarlers of the neighbouring tribe of the Bhoogties. The whola
force was commanded by Major Billamore, These tribes were to be
compellzd to pay tribnte to Newaz Khan or his superior the Shah Saofab.
The chieftains had been persuaded to permit military pests to be established
within thetr country: ou what express understanding does not quite sppear.
(1) On Captain Raitl’s arrival at Kahun, he found that, besides its inha-
bitants, there were about 400 warriors in the towa: there were at
least 2000 églting men collected around. On the chief enquiring whether ke
came for peace or war, he was answered, that we expected to be receiveqd

1. Bombay Times, Jannary & and March 8. Our authorities on Secinde
matters are chietly to be found in the Bombday Zimes. The writers are per-
factly known to us, though we regret that we are not authatised to refer to
them by namao. ‘
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25 friends, and he was accordingly permitted peaceably to encamp close to
the walls, It had been proposed to ocenpy the fort, when the old chief
Dodah learning this, came in persou te Caplain Raitl, and entreated that
this intention should not be persisted in, eise bloodshed wonld ensue, s
the fary of the people was already mearly uncontrollable, The Murraes
were still wholly igaorant of the objzct of our pecple having beea sent
amongst them ; having never befure seen regular troops within their hilis
they considared that our presence boded any thing but good ; and observiag
the weakness of tho foree, they began to pelt and iosult the sepoys ina
way suficiently indieative of the feelings of the tribs, though the chief
excused himself by the plea of want of control cver his people. Captain
Raitt not thivking himse!f sufficiently sirong io resent these insults, lefl a
detachiment of one hnndred men strongly posted within a mile of Kahuo,
aod himself returned to join Major Billamore. The part of the fores under
this last-named officer's command reached Deyrdh witheut symptoms of
hostility (2) further than an oceasional shot from the high grounds adjoin-
ing, They were constantly watched by hnodreds of eyes from the summit
of the Lills, and every day when the rear-guard left the camp, large bodies of
1aen showed thiemsolves io all directions, and signals were fired and repeated
at immense distances along the moantains to give notice of cur movements,
On arriving within twenly miles of Deyrah, Major Billamore was met by
Istam Khan, the ellest son of the Bhoogtie ehief, with a few followera : he
was profuse fn hiz professions of frieadship, and condacted the detachment
with every demonstration of politeness to the town. Here the old chief re.
ceived them with the sawe cordiality and attention as hal marked the de~.
tieanour of his son.  He expressed his astonishrment at the swallaess of our
pumbers: be liad himself twics as many warriors iz Deyrah, with twe thoua.
sand more at his command amongst the adjoining highlapnds, The other chiafs
had hardly left Major Billamore's teat when they showed their contempt for
Live weakaoess of our foree, The town was full of all sorts of supplies, but
the moat exorbitant demands were made for every thiog required by the
deiachment: forage and firewood, then pleatiful in the couatry, helng at
first absolutely refused. The Bhoogtie warriors bezan now to removye from
Deyrah, g0 that iu a few days thers was scarcely an armed man o be found
withio the walls. At last Islam Khan secretly departed, takiag with bim
his harem and lousehold: he had, a few hours before, visited Major
Billamere, and made the most nubounded professions of eternal friendship.
Before this, privaie information Lad been recsived that the whole tribes were

2. We have adhered closely to phe statements, and in many casea fo the
words, of the letter of an offiver belonging to Major Billamore’s party, whiech
appears ia the Bombay Times, Mareh 6, under the signature < Nuroesz."
Alterwards acknowledged to be Captuin Jacob,
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collecting in the neighbouring Wils to attack our froops : it wis staled, that
Jslam Xhar wonld first quit Deyrah, sud when all was prepared, his father, the
chiel Beebruck, would follow, and that the circumslance of the latter joining
his tribe wonld be the signal for (hem to fall npon us end destroy ns by night.
Tha carop was originally pitehed s mile from the town, and a guard was
placed at the gate to prevent soldiors from estering, as complaints had been
wads of their committlag irregularitics ln the bazasr. On receipt of theintelli-
geeee just refersed to, the camp was moved up to the walla of the towa on the
8d Japuary; and the gunard was directed to prevent Beebruek's depar-
ture; this they effected first civilly as he proceeded through the gate,
and afterwards by force as he attempted to make his way over the wall,
Captaio Tlaitt at this time arrived from Eahna, From the time the expe-
dition approached the hill country, which they entered on the 25th Dee,
the mea had slept fully clothed acd accoutred, with their loaded ars in
their hands. On the night beiwixt the 3d and 4th January none of the
officers laid ihemnselres down to rest,  All wis quiet 11l daybreak, wheo the
videttes pave information that from seven io eight hundred men were
within half a mile of onr cantonmenty, Sourishing their gwords, asd firiag
their matchlocks, In the most approved atyle of deflance. The ceuntry
aroupd wae covered with Lrashwood and jungle, and intersected with
nullahs (water eourses,) and while the officers and men were inteatly
observing the main body of the enemy, three horsemen penetraled a ravige
unnoticed, and made a tush to carry off Beebruek, who had just before beea
allowed to proceed a short distange from the gateway of the town under
charge of a dozen ofsepoye. So sudden was this movement that there was aot
an instant left for preparation to resisiit. Lisutenant Clarke saw the ad-
vanoing party, he sprang uvon his horse, dashed at them alone, and pot enly
secored the old chief and brought him back again, but capiared one of the
adventaroas horsemen, and dragged him off a prisouer, horse and all. The
main body of the Bhooglics tock slarm at our artillerys and swerved off 1o
the right before coming within muskot shet., A shell, dexterously thrown
in the midst of them, killed or wounded thirty men and horse, and strusk
such ferror into the remainder, that 1o man present that day ever after-
wards dared to join battle with the infidel, Major Billamore now quartersd
his force within the walls of Deyrah, ‘The place was about one haodred and
forty paces rguare, with sivong corner bastions ; the walls, which were
thin at the top, bt brosd at the hase, being about twenty-five feet bigh. (8)
A few days afterwards, they receivad information from their brethren wiihin
the town, that a forzging party was about to be dispatehed to bring in provi-

f} Latiers from camp at Deyrah, 15th January.—Domboy Times, 224 Feb.,
41,
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sions from a distance of ten or twelve miles: it was Intimated that not
more than a siogle gun, with some 50 men, would be left Yehind ; so
that were the Bhoogties to divide their strength, keeping the foragers in
play on one hand, and attacking the litile garrison on the ather, they could
searcely fail to reseue their chicl and recover the fortress, which they might
maintais in defiance of ny, Major Billawore having become aware of this,
loft Liis guns, with about twenty or thirty men, within the walle, and gent out
a party, commanded by Capt. Raitt, consisting of abont 120 foot and 40 horse
under Clarke—rightly judging that this party would be the first object of as-
sault, and that, unless they were beaten, 5o attempt would be made upon the
other, The conclusion was eorrect: the foragers were permitted to load
their came's without molestation ; but so soon as they began to move ca
their return, about 200 Beloochee footmen rushed dows upon them sword
in band, and notwithstanding the steadiness of the fire poured in upeon them
by our iafzniry, approached within fifteen yards of our ranks, when the
cavalry charged them and dispersed them in gn ingtagt, Lient. Clarke, at the
head of these, cut dewn fuur with his own hand : ene -foutth of the enemy's
forece must krave been killed or wounded. Had the orders against porsait
not been most Imperative, few indeed would have escaped. The detachment
left by Captain Raitt, under Lient. Peasock, at Kabun, joined Liead-guartars
at Deyrab about the 10th ov 12th, (4) the Murrzes having quitted their
habitatioas, and retired to the hills with tlieir families and property, leaving
the town empty, and the garrison, now of no farther nse, in danger of star~
vation, On the 15th, the chief Beebruck was dispatched under a guard
te Sciede. Befors he left, notice was sent to the people that he was about to
start; as it was impossible to detach many men as an escorf, the tribe was
warned that, if any attempt at rescus was made, the first step would be to
shoot Beebruck, and then fight it ou*: this bad the desired effect, and rather
than risk the life of their Ciief, they allowed the party, consisting of only
about 60 horse, to pass unmolested. He was imprisened for eight months in
the fortress at Bokkur, withoui reason or precedent being assigned: and was
liberated after the affair of Nufoosk, in the end of August, in order to enable ns
to maake terms with the hill mea, He himself had noteven beeninarms against
us 1—his tribehad given us no worse reception than such intruders into their
country were entitled to expeet; their retirement to the hills is said to
have been occasioned by the apprehension of an attack from uns: it jz as-
serted that their subsequeat demonsiration on our camp was made with a
view of rescning their chief. A double treason by the gunide in whom we

4. The dates are not given in any of the communications we have seen: they
reqaire 3o be conjoctured from the general tenor of the narrative. They can-
not any where be wore than two or thres days wrong; and these ctrors, i
they b any, are quile immaterial.
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trusted is alicmed to have been practised,-each of thie sontending parties have
ing been informed that his opponent meaut to assail him. Becja Khan aud
Janee, two of the chiefs who surrendered on faith of hononrable treatment,
were, in violation of all the practices of war, kept in iroas and dealt with as
felons. It was with atter aniazement that the Beloo shees witnessed this on
the part of anation famons all over the world forthe stera unimpeachability of
its honour. Qur officets were soon and frequently afterwards candewnad to
witness the ridicnle heaped upon onr professions of integrity. The village of
Deyral was zacked—grain, cloth, arms, every thing, down to the humblest
donker, becoming prize property.(5} Major Billamore determined to leave
the Greoadiers in possessicn of Deyrali, and toretire to the plains »ig Kahup,
taking with him the artillery, This ronte had been represented as absolutely
impassable : but it was coasidered of so much imypsriance to shew the
Mureees that we could peneirate their fasinesses ai our pleesure, through
the most difficult of their defiles, that an attempt by Nuofoosk, which saved
Sorty miles in distance to Psolajee, waz thonght woll warthy of encountering
the dangor aund dificulty attendiag it. The rouie betwixt Deyrah and
Kahuan was fearfully difficull, aad to be cvercoms enly by the most deter-
mine i perseverance and iudefatigable exertions.(6) Twe (orced marchas —
one of twenty, and another of twenfy-seven miles—brought the detachment
to Kabun, which they found eatirely abandoned. Meisages were seat to
the old chief Dadah Murree, to which insolaut answers alone were retnrned.
A foot path aeross the wnountains indicated the line of march to Paolajeo
desired 1o be pursuel. It waz surveysd by Lieut. Jacob of the Artillery,
to whom waa eommitted the lerculein task of cutting a path throngh
the Nufooskt hills fit for the transpoet of guns and baggage. It was a grim
looking place: the mountains were about 3000 fest in height, and four
miles aeross, and the narrew path, all which then existed, fuound its difficult
way through tremesdous rocks, precipices, and ravines. The work was not
only aitempted but completed, and a few days afterwards the astonislied
mouataineers saw our troops, horse and foot, with their guns, on their way,
through the Nufoosk asd Snrtof passes,—a few months after rendered so

8. "There is nothing more humbling in the study of the large eoliection of
Jetters of officers with the foree, publishod and nupublished, irom which the
above narrative is compiled, than vhe constant recurrence to this most morti-
fying topic. Tho tauuts that they could not bolieve us, wore everywhere cast
in our teeth by tha tribes with whom we desired to treat. Such was the result
of tho political management of Scinde within six months of Mr Boll’s
appontmant ! . .

6. The reader will do welt to keep these facts in spocial recolleetion when
he comes to the report of the Na'vosk commission, whore great fault is found
with Major Clibbora that ke did not select the Deyrah route instead of that
by Nufoosk —the former being forty miles lenger, and only a few shades less
ditfienlt than the Iatter : the garrison of Kahua Lring, meanwhile, in extremity
for waut of provisions.
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unhappily memorable. They arrived safe at Poolajee on the plains, while
Captain Raitt and his detachment retired from Deyrah shortly afterwards.
The details of this gallzntly conducte?, but useless expedition, have been
mere fully givea than its magnitzle might appear te warranf, because of its
bearing oo a series of most impertant, but unfortunate eperations whicl
stisued. Lihas beensa generally overloaked, that in that iavaluable repository
of eastern intelligence, the Asiafic Jouraal, no notice of it is to be found. 'Lhe
naterials at the dispoesal of the preseat writer bave been supplied by some
of the most talented officers of the force, and are of unquestionable autherity,
Here was a body of 300 gallant men gent raving amongst fearful mountains
atterly unkoowa to us, Lo encounier tribes of whom we kaew no more than
that they were poor and warlike—to colleet fribute not acknowledge] or
shewn to be due, and obtain professiocns of allegiancs to a sovereign whose
ancestars appear never to have been recognised by them! The information
subsequently obtained from the mindster at Kelat, after all the m'schief had
beer done, proved that never had tribute been clalined by bis master, or
pail by either Muzree or Bhoogtie, and that nothing eould bs moure indefi-
nite than their ideas of 3o much a3 an acknowledgment of sovereigniy or
superiority being due, Thesa circamstances were notorions to tha whole pe-
pulaticn of the conntries arotind. Bt in 1838 we were too busy in over.
turning dynasties, and remodelling chiefships, to think of enquiring whether
or notthere were grounds of expediency or justice for what we were engaged
with.{7) The expedition proved wortliless: it made us asgainted with roads
ioto a country where we had noe business, anl whose difficulties were shortly
afterwards taught us o our cost, The occupation of Deyral aod Kahun
ended in nething, zod in our subsequent attempts to treai with Dodah
Murree, a twelvemonth afterwards, we appearad raiher as supplieanis for
his friendship than as allies of hig sovereign dewanding Lis allegiance and
sapport. Enough has been statel to shew the skill and bravery with which
the military portion of the arrangement was carried ont, and the wretchedness
of the policy which ever ealled this into operation. To consummate its ab.
surdity, neither engineering officer nor political agent aceompanicd the de-
tachment ; 2o that while it was vendered as useless as possible when jn
the country for the time, it was left without the means of having the routes
surveyed, to ascertain Lheir military capabilities in esse it was found requi-
site for us to return. The system of dispersing handsful of men up and down
through the couniry had, the previous autuma, been objected te by Brigadier
Gordon, who absolately refused to send out detachments to be isolated in the
mountains, for no end but to gratify a political whim, and give colour to

7. A very admirable series, under the title of « Culehee Letters,” on this
subject appears in the Bombay Times bebwixt April and July 1841, from the
pen of an offieer then in a very important position in Scicde.
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the fiction that the country was every whers kept in sabjection Lo us.(8)
Col, Gordon had resisted the dispateh of Major Billamore's expedition, but
waa overruled by the civil authorities. A qusrrel 2nd correapondence so vialent
had, in 1839, arisen betwizt the political and military chiefs, that the lattes
felt himself coastrained to resign his command, Mr Bell had at this time
guitted bis post and retired to Simla, to pass the hot sesson in the bosem
of the Himalayas—-a monil’s jourasy from the troubled region committed
to his charge. Lieut. Postans, his principal assistant, held supreme autho-
rity under the instructinns 2ad in the absence of the chief, Xahon was
ordered once mare to bz oceupied : for what end cannot be divined, We
still maiotained our elaim to tribute and submission, and a Naib (a nativa
tax-gatherer}, accompanied Captain Browa {o collect money, The previous
engliry as to whethar any was due was considered entirely superflucus ; of
course none was ever paid ms, The charzge of the iroops destined
for this service waa entrusted to two of the officers who had accompanied
the expedition under Wajor Billamore—Captain Brown and Lientenant
Clarke—both men of the ntmost conrage, coolness and judgment. Captain
Brown joined the detachment then assembled at Poolajee, on the 8th April.
It comsisted of 800 bayenets of the 5th regiment, under Ensign Tay.
lor; two 12-prhowitzers, nader Lieutenant D, Erskine ; with 50 Poonah
horsemen and 50 of the Scinde Irregular Horsze, under Lieutenant Clarke,
already named. He was direeted to oceupy the petty fort of Kahun, and was
provided with supplies for four monihs. His convoy consisted of 600 camels
besides bunliocks. The empty camels were to be roturned under charge of
Lientenant Clarke, with B0 infantry and 50 horse. About the 15th, the
weather was extremely hot, the thermometer rising to 112° in the shade;
fever became prevalent, and one native olficer died from a stroke of the sun.
At tha request of the pelitical agent, Lieut. Clarke with his horsemen were, on
the 20th, dispatehed in the direction of Shapoor, where they were to be
joined by 100 men of ths Belooch levy, under Licutenant Vardon. The
combined detachment was to proceed to the sonth-gast, with a view of sur-’
prising a party of Culpore Bhoogties. In this they were unsuccessiul, by
reason of the treachery of their gaide : the sufferings of the party from heat
in crossing the desert ware inconceivably severe: thoe Belooch levy alone
left 25 men behind them, of whom three died. The guns were ordered baek
to Lheree on the 27th, in consequence of the sickaess of Lisutenaat Evskine

8. Statement of Colonel Gordon in the Bombay Times. The letters referred
to in this were published in tlhie Bombay Times, May 1841 : as extraordinary a
series a8 ever appeared in print. They extend from July to September 1839,
and might have served o convince Lord Auckland that Mr Bell had been
mistaken, and that he was unqualified for the important office to which he
had been appointed. He was at this time about to have resigned : it would
have been fortunate for his fame Lad he carried Lis reselution iuto effect,
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—one only Leing restored to the custody of Captain Brown, who knew, from
his experience with Major Billawore, how impossible it was to proceed with-
aut artillery. ‘Lientenant Erskine soon after so far recovered as to be able
to take charge of the gun, the howitzers being laft. Ou the 3d May the de-
tachmest entered the hills, leaving 50 horse behind who coald net be re-
lied on. The road was 5o heavy and difficult that a mile an hour was all the
advance that conld be made : water, luckily, was pleatiful. Ensign Taylor
became so sick on the frst march that he had to return, leaving two Bure-
pean officers in charge of threa compaanies of Sepoys! The heat was intole-
rable: the thermowater wag 116, aud the wind eame down the gorges like
ths breath of a furnace.(9) Arriving on the 7th at the spot where the road
reund by Deyral, a detour of 74 miles, divides itself from the shoré cut
of 20 miles to Kahue through the mountaing, by which Major Billamora had
descended a few months before, Captain Brown selected the latter ; haviog
in this matter been loft, as Majur Clibbora was afterwards, to judge for him-
self. On the 10t they reached the celebrated Pass of Nufoosk, through
which Lientenant Jaeob bad out a track for ariillery, ¢ supra. A bun.
dred men ascended the acclivity in the motaing ; the breast works erected by
the enemy wers destroyed, and the ents, three of witich had been made across
the road by them, wererepaired. From6 in the morning till 4 in the after-
poon wasg occupied in getting the gun up the steep, though the distance was
little more than a quarter of a mile ; and it was 3 next morning before the con-
voy was got to the summit of the gorge. The heat was dreadful, and water
extremely soarce ; the camels dropped down by dozens from fatigue, A few
Belosehees followed in the rear, and some siiots were exchanged, but ne for-
midable annoyance wis experienced ; the troops required to be kept three
nights on end noder arms, On the 11th they obtained a sight of Kahun from
the top of the Pass; the doscent from their lofty bivouack was, for a mile,
80 extremaly steep, that their progress was difficult and tardy : it was 2 r.x.
before the gun was got down. The heat continued as intense as ever, and
water was extremely scarce. By & r.u, they resched their destination; the
whole march had been as arduous as it was skilfully condueted.  The con-
voy often strefehed a distsnece of 2 miles, so that to guard it properly was
irepossible : through the exertions of the officers and men searcely anything
was lost. Kahun is a small, irregular, hexangular lown, 900 yards in cice
cumference: it is snrrounded by a rugged asd imperfect wall 25 feet high,
with six bastions. It has no ditely, but = large tank opposito the gateway
serves as a reservoir for wator. It was found abandoned, the gates having
been carried off and buried ; they were diseovered hid in the ground ad-

9. This part of the Narrative is chiefly an abridgement of Captain Brown's
Journal, published by Government: a most interesting little brochare.

z
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joining, and replared a few days after our arrival. The fort is chiefly
used as a place of retreat, Its only regular inhabitazts being the chief
and a few followers,~wthe Banians or Hindoo merchants, though numerons,
themselves living in huts on the plains which extond for fifteen miles
aronnd. So soem as the troops were housed, every effert was made
to put the works in 2 atate of repair; the wells were cleared, the
basticas strengihened,—the detachment having apparently been dispatched
10 be placed in a astate of slege when no suceour could be sent them ! The
cavalry discovered some grain in the flelds, and 50 camel loads of wheat, in
stalle, were sent in; a second supply of similar amount was shortly afiez.
wards met in with ; the Morrees discovering this sct fire to the regt.

On the 16th, the return convoy under Lieutensnt Clarke, started for
Poolajes at 2 in the morning. Capt. Brown, availing himseil of the permis.
sion to increase the detachiment originally destined to escort the returning ca«
wels, in consideration of the diffieulty about to be encountered, accordingly
augmented it by the addition of a subedar’s party, consisting of & Lavildare
ant 80 rank and file. Finding no opposition in eroasing the first hill, Lieu.
tenant Clarke appears to have directed their return to Bahun, They were
attacked oo their way by a body of about 2000 of tha enemy, and ent off to
a man ; one dhoolie-bearer alone eseaping to tell the tale. The escort party
having get so far, were enabled to proceed towards the boftom of the Sur-
tof mountain, 13 miles from Kahaon, with apparently but little molestation,
The siring of camelz extended to a length of two miles; these had yet forty
miles before them of grim passes, rugged rocks, and river beda.{10) Clarke
had got his coavoy safe throagh the ghaut and assembled in the piain, when,
seeing a strong body of Belonchees following down the monatain, he left
tho camels in charge of the Irregular horse, while he went back 2 mile with
the infantry, and took up a position on the erest of the bill overhanging and
completely commandiog the read, Ile appears te have thought that, consider-
ing the distance hic had yet to march, a tinieous check would have saved him
from all further annoysnce. The motive on which lte acted appears not only
to have Yeen a brave, but a wise ene, and woukl most likely have proved sue-
eessful, but for one of those untoward aceidents which no man eauld have fore=
sesn, From the post lie had taken np he could easily have kopt the enemy st
bay. Having sort for a supply of ammmuaition the messenger unhappily was
kitled before reaching his destination, The Belooeliees, secing that our fire
bad begun to slacken, crept up a shallaw cut on the fignk of the sepoy
party and then darted on them with the utmost fary, when, after a two
hours’ fight, every man of them was slain. The horsemen fled to Poolajes

10. The particulars of this melaucholy calasiropbe are derived in part from

Captain Brown’s narrative, parily from a lotter of an efficer with Major Clib-
born’s force.
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thrown amongst the assailants, of whom & were killed by it, cansed
them fo give way ; while a party of 40 men thrown out in that direction,
and flanked by a conple of bastions, afforded a retiring post for the survi.
vois, of whom 10 were by this means saved, About the same time some 8
or 10 eamel men were attacked while out foraging, by 20 Beloochees, who
rushed on them at speed, and would have imevitably eut thewm to pieces,
bat for the courageous conduct of two sepoys, who coolly waited till the ss=
sailants were close at hand, and thes 8Sred In their faces, wounding ong of
them and compelling thom to return.  The only sheep remaining were gra-
zing hard by, whea the attention of the enemy, Iuckily for the garrison, was
too jateatly directad to the desiruetion of the camel-men to observe the
plunder, otherwise the loss would have bevn sericus. On the 8d July
Shere Beg, 2 Blhoogtie, ‘o whom Captain Brown had the previous year been
of service, and who from the time our troops entered the Murres hills, ¢long
to him like a shadaw, brought in 45 sheep and goats in evideuce of his
gratitude : a most welcome supply, the troops being reduced to their last goat.
This man often visited the garrison, bringing with him small supplies of ve-
getables and condiments—his approach was always hailed with delight. He
was the only source of intelligence or stranger who visiled them, and bis
name as he approached was passed from bastion to bastion as that of a friend.
He was believed to act the part of a spy in a small way, while the prices he
obtained for his commodities, relfeved onr people of any alarm for excess
of obligation obtained at his hands. Offers of assistance were received from
Captaln Bean on the 7th July, bot the proffered aid never reached : while
the political agent at Bhikaipore wrote that it was intended to act on the
defensive tiil the heats were over. Lieut. Erskine one (ay killed 3 ont of 50
Belooches horsemen who hal been watching for some mischief in the dell
adjoining : after this the enemy kept at a respectful distance, snd heaped
abuse on us beyond the range of the artiliery. ‘T'he same routine of dis—
heartening duties continued throughout the manth of July: the camels
were geiting into poor eondition from the badness or searcity of food, and’
many of the gun bulloeks had to be shot on the advance of disesse. Intel-
ligencs was received that the Kojjueks, instead of coming to our assistance,
had joined the Murrees against ns: the Kakurs whom Captain Bean was
to send for our relief had turped to attack himself in Quettzh. The men
snffered saverely from uleers, npwards of 80 of all ranks beieg laid up with
them by the middle of July: while by the 61h of August, 33 men were in
hospital from fuver. The camp followers were subjected to drill, and had
become able to take 2 shave of wilitary duty, Dr. Glasse himself became
sick, and the medicine chest being exhaunsted, lret water was resorted to and
found effeetual as a substitute for purgatives, A tremendous storm of wind
and rain flled all the tanks snd inundated the country around: and tle
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sight of the cultivators every where engaged in the labours of the field, ex-
hibitod to the beleaguerad goldiers a scene of as much cheerfuluess as counld
be witnessed from sach 2 prison. By the beginning of August the Beloo-
chees Liad begun to appreach eloser and closer every day to the fort. Their
matchlocks could ecarry Lwice as far as our muskets; while little parties
like picquets appeared seated round in every direction. A set of men who
were watching in a ravine close by, fired on the officers while walking near
the gate, A few sepoys were sent out to entice them on, when 50 Murrees
immediately sprong up, and the sepoys having got out of the way, a shell
was fired which killed 15 of the ensmy. The following extract gives so
graphie an acconst of the incidents at this period of the siege, ibat it is
given without abridgment (12} -

¢ 10th Aug.—For the Jast 4 or 5 days the flocks had baen coming closer and ofoser
to th & walls, cating uwp whet little grass therg was left. I had warned Hybutt Xhen
of this 3 oy 4 times, and had also offered 1o porchiase 100 at Lis awn price, but
fie declared I should pot have one. Irskive and oyself had finished the last bue
one, of those we procured from old Sheer Biieg. We have Loth excellent appe-
tites, although shut zpin a fort. To.day, 2 large flucks of sheep aad’'goata came
most temptingly pear, and the sepoys earncstly entreated for some fresh meat
watckiog our opporiunity (no Beloochees being then in sight) we slipped cut
about 30 sepoys, flanking them with 2 bastions filled with men, and Erskine got
the gun ronnd to bear io the direction. ‘Ihere were only 8 Beloochecs fust then
o gharpe ; they imamedistely ran off for their lives, and the goais, by some in-
stinet, and 10 our great mnsoyauce, fellowed them at speed, like dogs. Twe
horsemen then came up looking very fierce, but soon rode off on getting & shot,
To deseribe the delight of all ou getting this flock inside the fort is impessible;
Usere wog a perfect uproar ; ob counting our plucder we found we bad eecured
200 sheep® and 57 zouts 5 most of the latter were milk goals, so that the Lighos
pastes shared the enjoyment ; we immediately made a division of the whale, chazg-
ing & BRupee on the head of wach, for the benefit of the widaws of those who fell
on the 16th May., Tiat evening the fort bucame pue Jarge cook-shop.

¢ JitheHybutt Khaa eame to-day to try and recaver his sheep; t0ld us Nusseer
Khan bad driver all our detachments in to Sukkur; also brought a note from
Dedab, the Chief, desiring us to leave his fort forthwith, and that he and hig army
wonid eacort us dowa to the plains!  When Hybuit found be could nob gef back
GLis sheep, being tuld that moest of them were alvesdy killed, be flew into agreas
rage, and declared he would come and attack the fors, for which thyreat I told
the seatry ta give bim & shot, when be quickly departed.

12. The whole of the narrative of the siege of Eahun is abridged from
Captain Drown’s journal. The cniries from tho 10th to the 16th arc given
entire. The capture of the sheep is too graphic an incident to adimnit of
abridgment.

* Theae sheep were a great addition to the half rationg ; the latter alore
being but poor fosd for men working all day and on guard every aighe.



182

o 15th.—wA cossidy to cur great joy, camsz in thiz morning after » lapse of 20
days j could have hogged the ¢ld rascal, although [ knew M tobe fhe greatest
of spies, A letter serived by bim from the Political Agent seying, it was con-
templated to try and throw in suppliesy through the ageuey of Jeyut Sing, * and
Meer Hussain, to save moving the troops up with a convey.

 1Gth,—Another cogsid this morning. The system menbioned yesterday of
throwing in supplies discarded, being found impracticable ; and the welcome, most
welcome intelligence of the following detachment learing Sukkur for our relief;

Petachment of FL 3. 40th Regiment,
1st Grenadiers, 4 Guns,
2nd ditto, 200 Harsey
undsr the sommand of Masjor Clibbora, 1st grenadiers j received intimation that it
was srranged between Hyboit Khan and the rest Of the chiels, that the former,
in meking a truce, should encourage us to go oat foraging, and then cut us up.”

Old Dodah Murree had firet zenl 2 messaze, staling that if the detachmeat
wonld retirs, he and his chiefs would escort them to the plains ; and then
intimated, through his brother, that the whole tribe wonld assemble on the
Hist of Augnst, and put the garrison to the sword, Assemble they did—
for another, but net less fatal porpose.  Frowm the 10th of August, the stic
and activity io the direction of Nufoosk indicated that sowme evil was aloot.
A fortnight afterwards, Captain Browa was informed by IHybutt Khan, the
fricndly chief to whom the flocks around belongeds that the Mutrees, mugm
tering 3,000 stroag, had resolved to intercept the convey if possible.
They had determined to have three fights should they at firsi prove unauc.
cessfnl: one at Nofoosk-~one somewhat mearer Kabhun—and the third at a
fort still farther in the rear, where they had vowed tosiand to the last.
We must once more borraw the, words of the gallant commander of the
fortress s

4 81st Aug.— A day of great and alwost overpoweriog excitement, It commenced
about b o’clock last evening, when the plaine aud lills became alive with Beloa-
chees, and at davk, large signel fires on the tops of all the hills. At day-bresk,
large parties of hovse and foot were seen Lutrying across the plais to the Nuffoosk
pass; on the opposite side of which, we soon learnt of the arrival of our convoyy
from the report of ane of their guns, a signal agreed upon between us; absutb sun.rise,
we saw collected on the vers top of the pass about 2000 Beloochees, and others
prowling abouc in all directions ; the distance, astire craw ilies from the fort to the

* Jeytt Sing is a Shikarpore merchant, immenscly rich, snd hag great
sway with all the Beloochees around ; our loss is always his certain gain § ho
buysback our stolen camels for 15 or 20 rupees, and sells them again to our
commissariate for 5¢ or 60 Rs 1 a pusitive faet. Meer Hussain I am almost
positive, was the cause of poor Clarke being attacked, and it is fally proved
it wag he who led Major Clibhorn’s watering party into the ambusade. I
hope hewill yet moet with the punishment he deserves,
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pasy, is about 4 miles ; in fuet, we were completely behisd the scenes, and saw
ali that the Beloochees were aty and fully expeeting to see our comrades crawn the
top every houry we were highly amused and exeited—2 r.u, no sight of convoy
coming over pass, they must be repairing the road up—3 *p. o saw the shrapnells
figing over the hilly and bursting in the midst of the enemy with the most heauti-
ful effect—5 P, M, still nosight of convoy. Belaochees siill erossing the plains
towards the seat of action, Erskine scattered asmal{ bady of them with a shell—
& p. . heavy firing of guns and mosketry for 10 minutes, when all was ailent for
the test of the night, I should be very sorry to pass many days of my life like
this—I would tea thoussnd times sconer have been in the thick of it; the excites
ment and suspence was beyond any thing Lever felt befove ; knowing che difficulty
of the pass, and not seeing ovr people crown the tapy I felf certain there must be
much bloodshed going on.t

¢4 Bept. 1st.—Not a single Beloochee to besean on thetop of the hill at day-lighe
but several passing acrass the plain in thab direction, No sight or sound of canvey
all day ! Sadly perplexed te know what has become of there ; conclude that finding
the pass too strongly defended yesterday, thst they had fallen back to zo round by
the Deyrah road, as I first recommended.

*¢ 2d.—Beloacchees in all directions,and busy as hees— Another day of suspense and
exeitement ; after 11 o’slogk they pitched one of our Sepay’s fents sbont half way
up ibe bill, up and down whieh, batches of loaded and unloadad camils are going;
suppoae the convoy must have dropped some of their baggage and stores in the
hurry of their departure, Abgut 12 o’clock much firing commienced and sontinued
with intervals uatil 2 p. 30,3 from the sound, it would appear the zonvoy had fallen
back in the direction of the Deyrad road, some 20 miles j cannot now expect to
see them for thenext § or T days; tantalizing, when they were so close: not a drop
of spirits, a ¢heroot or acup of tea left, or have we indeed tasted any for some
time ; scpoys very weak from short rations, only 6 bags of flour Jeft, a bad tooks
out j casnot help thinking of our baving gat our convoy wver wo saugly in May,
when we had oaly a third of the sumber of the present convoy.

¢ 3rd,—3till in suspense ; no commusication from outeside 3 all oo the look-out,
particularly st night ; apwards of 100 joaded camels going across the plein, being

* Between 2 and 3 o’clock the fight of Nuffoosk commenoced.

E I have since hoard some surprise has been expressod that we e¢ould aee
and Azar Clibborn’s shells, and not rush gut to his swecowr! Had we done so
the labor and porseverance of 4 months would have been thrown away in an
hour, and the Beloochees wounld have gained the wary object they had been
teyisg for without effect, sinectho day we entered the fort, namely to entice
us out : but the thing was sut of the gnestion. Between us and thopass were
4 miles of plalas § of amile one of the most dangerous ravives 1 over passed
thro’ : a mountain & mile in extent, and last tho’ not least, 2000 Beloochees!
1 might perhaps have mustered 100 bayonets, but must bave lefe some 40
sick behind ; but the best reason of all 13, shatit was not until the 7th Sep-
tomber (3 dayz afterwards) when we first saw the guns in the enemy’s hand,
that wo had the slightest idea of the disaster that had taken place. Upto
that date we anxiously looked out to seo the convoy coming round the Deya
rali read, thinking they had found the Nuffoosk pass too difficult.
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surre digtabee off, whather these are horses or camels cannot be clearly ascertained
withost a glass, persuaded the people in the fort that they wore the former, alho’
the sepoys made the shrewd remark, that they never saw horsemen look so large,
or go slong one after the other ao regularly. About 20 borsemen with @ or 10
spare horses came down from the bill to water near the fore, locks as if the owners
ofthe latter had been killed—% bodies carried across the plain on cherpays, with
a kind of funers) party following them ; suppose they are two chiefs. At3 o, m.
saw a large body of Beloocheos pitching a sort of camp within 14 mile of tbe fort,
na mistaking aur sepay's teate, also oae officer’s tent, 5 of e former and 1 of the
latter, exactly the number they took from Clarke’s party, trust they are those only,
but appearances are very suspicicus, Just as it was gelting dark, saw the whale
body gssembled in one dense mass, in front of their teats; warred all bands to
keep a bright lock-out when the mogn gees down.

# 4th,—To.day some horsemen eame and informed us ¢ that they had cut up ovr
* convay, taken the guns and all the sfores and supplies, and had killed all the
f sahib log except 3, who were prisonera in their eamp'’—in proof of which as-
sertion they offered to show the guns to aby person I chose to send, whe could
also bring a.chii from the prisoners—This offer however I refused, firmly believing
the reportto be aitogether untrue, and made with a view of getting hold of one of
my peaple forinforutation. They also said, that if T would leave the fort and go
to the plaina, they would nat malest me—we had a very heavy fall of rain about
4 p- m,—More tents springing wp in the blurree camp, ahout 300 Deloachees seated
on a rising ground on one flank——greaf amusement in watching their movements ;
Laving a good glass, wa could almost see into their very tents,

 5th.A persen eame poder the fort calling out, wishing to give us the netws ; had
had already quite enough of these people’s stories, so sent a buliex or twa after
him, to butry bis depavture—all io the fort sadly perplexed to know what to think
of affairs—Deloochees on the move in every direction—100 passed this morning
in the Leyrah direction, the road from which we are expecting the convay—the
Beloochees do not seem in gosd spirits, aot like wen who have destroyed a large
convoy—there has evidently been wmischief some where—a slorm oeeurred about
4 o'cloeky which to our greai delight blew down all the Beloochee tents ) they
however seon had them up again,

*# Gih,—No grain left for camels ot hallocks, and little or ne forage—they must
take their ehance, poor ereatures; nothing now left but a few bags of rice and 3
or4 of Bour—10 bags of the latter, which were thrown aside as being balf sand,
now cameinto use, and were greedily devoured by the sepoys—a camel-man skat
himself, being detecled in a theft.

7 th,~~Halfl expected, on taking a look at the Deloochee camp this morning, te
find them all decamped 3 but & sad reverse met our sight—.'The fhree guas belong-
ing 1o the convoy staring us in the fase! they are plsced on a piece of rising
ground on one dank of their camp, their muziles pointed towards the fort, What
ean have become of Major Clibhern and &is convoy? Many officers and men
must have Jost their lives before they gave up the gons! There is no donbt now
that soinething most disastrous must have ocesrred, snd we must prepare for the
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warst. Sepoys keep up their spirils awazingly well, not the slighiest sign of
fiinching, sltho’ they seem to be aware that their situstion fs rather perilows:
luckily they cannot see the guns with the naked eye, oa acconnt of the jungle,
There are chances in our favor yet, and that the guns will not be of much use
to them, isty they may be spiked, 2ndly, they may bave n0 ammunition, and
Tastlyy they know nat how to load or fire them; luckily they are howitzers instead
of ficld pieces; 10 A. AL, all the Beloochees are assembled round the guns, end
peeping inte their muzzles, quite playthiags to them,

¢ §th, ~=Stnall parties of horszmen prowling ell round the fort, wateling vs I sup-
pose, knawing we must soon take to flight for want of provisions ; they need not
be in sueh » hurry, as we have still some cice and gun ballocks left.

 Yth. wLoaded camels still going actoss the plain, 2 Beloochees mounted on
artillery horses; no mistaking them from their size and their havisgz blinkers on,
whicls they were determined shouid not eseape our sight, as they gallsped up and
down in front of the fort for sn hour,

% 10th.—Our old friend Sheer Bheg came in this moraing, but in sach a suspi-
cicus Manner, that  pat him prisoner ; he tells us, the Beloochees® report of having
dustroyed our convoy is all true ; be mentions poor Raits and Moore as being two
af the Lilled,

% 1Eth—Made some horsemen, who were grazing their horses rather foo
closey seamper off, and rzeceived much sbuse from thew for my poing, The
Murrees achoowledge to their having had 80 killed and 80 wounded in the fight.
Qur ald acquainsanes Hybutt Khan and bis son are; it 15 stated, both killed, slso
Kurreem Khan, who superictended the slaughier on the 39th June”

We must now Jeave off for a little the narrative of the hercic defeace of
Kahus till eome aceount be given of the unsueccessful attempts for its relief,
terminatiog in the Lloody action at Nufoosk.

A forea consistiog of 1,000 bayonats, with artillery and irreguiar horse, had
early in August been warned, by Brigadier Stevensin, for servico amongst
the hills, The lamented death of that able and amiable officer transferred
to the hands of Major Forbes tle crude and incomplete arrangemeats so
imperiously required to be put inkp effect without a momeat’s delay. Major
Forbes, a wan of prudence, spirit, and activity, reached Sukkur on the 6th
Augusi, a cornplete stranger o the country; and on the 9ih, by the caaualt‘y
just alluded te, found himgelf senior efficer in Upper Scinde. (13) Tha
first step he took was to recommend that the garrison should not be relieved,
but withdrawn, Haviog been informed by Lisut. Postans, Assistant Pofi~
tical Agent ac Shikarpore, that Mr. Ross Bell had given the most positive
erders for the mainfenange of the Murree fort, he had go alternative lofi him
but to use all dispateh iz preparing a force for its snecour. The detach-
meut, which was allewed a0 more than 36 hours for preparation, counsisted

13. Letter of Mr. Scoretary Willonghby, 24 June 1841, in reference fo the
Minute of the Clibbern Commission.

Al
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of the lst Grenadiets and fank company of the 24, mustering altogether
about 600 bayonets, with three 12-pounder howitzers,—ihis being the utmost
number of fighting men which could be equipped at Bukkur at the time;
with 2 convoy of 1,200 camels avd 600 bullocks under their charge, This
arge traia of animals, stretching over a epace of four miles, where the Passes
compelled them to move in single file, was considered no mere than neces-
gary for maintaining the garrison reinforced hy the escorting party for the
space of two months which they had been commanded to remain. The de-
tachment acd convay left Sukker on the 12th, and reached Poolajee on the
20th.  Here they were joined by 200 of the Scinde and Peonah Horse, un-
der charge of Lieutenauts Lioch and DMaleolm. This raised the forceto s
strength of 850 fighting men. The heat across the desert was in the last
degree oppressive ; but as the inarches were accomplished under night, the
encamping ground being taken np by sunrise, no accident of note oceurred
ou the first part of ihe way. On the 24th August they left Poolajee, and
for the next six marches traversed = wild and monntainpus gountry, abound-
ing with water and forage, but where no human habitation was observa-
ble. (14) The mareh before reacking Sartef, 20 or 36 Beloochees who
followsd them with & view to pluader, were sucprised by Lieut. Loch, and
eight of them killed. On arriving at the scene of Lieut. Clarke's disasters
they found the bleaching bodies of the dead Sepoys szcattored everywhere
around ; the guide giving a very clear account of the wanoer in which the
gad mishap oceurred.(15) A heap of stones was shown them under which
puor Clacke had been buried by Meer Hussein, the guide now in atiendance.
Fragments of hiz dress wers recognized Scaftered amongst the accoutre-
menis 2od bodies of the brave men who had fallen around him. The 36th
of August was occupied in getting the eonvey and gauns up the ghant,—the
latter had to be dragged by the men, suffericg from the exeessive heat of an
Augnust sun reflected from the rocks around,—the laborious task was com—
pleted by 6 v, At night theyslept on the table-land which stretches from
the tap of the Surtof ta the botlom of the Nafoosk Pass six miies beyond, *
Mo water was to be found neacer than the bottom of the ghaut, which it had
t:;ken them all day to ascend. The men were nnder arms a great part of
the night, the Beloochees keeping up a fire on the camp and piequets from
the opposite side of 20 impassable ravine. Tue raarch towards the Kahua
hills was ecramenced at two in the morning. As they approached Nufoosk
the heights were ssen covered thickly with the eaemy, who shouted and

14. The description of the march is taken from & lelter of a very accomplished
officer of the foree- It appeaved in the Bombay Times of Sepiember:—of the
engagement, from this, and from Major Clibborn’s despateh.

15. Sce above, where the guide's account is embodied in the narrative, along
with that of Captain Brown’s Jouraal.
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flourished their swords in defiance as we came on, while a beacon fire, lighted
up on the highest summit, ealled the scattered Murrees to the slaughter,
‘Fhe road lay along the hase of the precipice, over grownd intereected with
ravines and nallahs, in ono of which a gun which overset caunsed considerable
delay, A hoavy fire was meanwhile maintained from the hills, where the
enemy were scresned by the shelter and within the erevices of the rocks.
On arriving at the bottom of the Pass, they found the zigzag road, formerly
made by Lieut. Jacob up the steep, and by which Capt. Brown had ascended
with go muoch dificulty, ent across and blocked up-—unfit for the advance of
camels, muelh more of guss, and only admittieg wen in siogle file. The
ascent, half 2 mile)in length, was abrupt in the extreme. Worst of ail, their
apprehensions of want of water, which the late raiog half led them to expect,
were realizod. Captain Brown had wriiten an the 27th, that owing to the
recent fall, water was likely to be plentiful: a singls peol, which could only
be approached under the enemy’s fire, wag all that conld he found—and this
was gpeedily exbausted ; and the puekals, or skine, they had brought aloeg
with them bad leaked or dried up,asd were nowempty. It wasten o'clock a.m.
—the haat was becoming dreadful, and it wzs obvious that some immediate and
decisive step must be attempted, ot the troops wouid spesdily perish of thirst.
Xt was half-past one before the rear-guard, consisting of a company of the ¥d
Grenadiers, one howitzer, and the Poonah Horse, came up. The guns had
been placed in position to enfilade the summit of the Paszs in froat, and
immediately on thearrival of the rear-guard, the storming party, consisting of
the left and flank eompanies of the let and 2d grenadiers, were told off.
These moved np the Lill in beansiful erder, beaded by Capt. Raitt, and sup.
ported by 100 dismounted irregular horsemen : a heavy fire of shell and shrap-
nell being meanwhile maintained on the erest and gorge at the summit of the
pass. A strong flanking party of 817 was posted at the foot of the ghant
on tha rizht, who maintained a steady fire on the enewmy, while the remaine
der of the regirment was drawn up on the plaic facing the acclivity, and pro-
tecting the guns. The storming party gallanily evercame every difficulty,
having forced their way over three tiers of breast-works, topped with thores
and bushes, bailt acroess their path. They had nearly reached the last turn in
the ascent, and were just entering the gorge at its summit, whea they were
assailed on every side by a deadly fre from the anemy, and overwhelmed
with shewers of stones hutled down from Lhe precipices on all around. Qpe
sepoy reached the gap and was seen o fire through il, whea the Beloochees
gave a shout and rushed dowan sword in hacd. Captain Raitt had been shot
throagh the thigh, half way up the mountain, and asked Lieatenant Franka
lin to lead the advance; but seeing this officer supporting Lieat. Williams,
who had just been shot through the heart, he bound his limb with his haed-
kerchief, and nobly took his place at the head of his men. He and Lieut,
‘Williams were both killed fighting desperately when the furions rush was
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made on them. Lient! More received two shol wouads in the body, and
was afterwards eut dowe. ITieut, Loch, who led the dismounted horsemen,
wag severely wounded : he bad received a bad sword cut, with numercus
bruises from stones, and was ferced dowa the hill by his orderly, reaching
the guns in a fainting state. Out of the 100 men e led, 47 were left dead
npon the hill. The Beloochess and sepoys were now mingled together
fighting hand to hand ia wild eonfusion., All the officers, and nearly half
of the men had fallen, when the remainder were borne by main force down
the hill—hundreds of the enemy leaping from every nook and overpowering
them. Seeing the impossibility of makiog a stand on the face of the hill,
the flanking party feli back wpon ike main Dody of the regiment, fring on
the enemy as thoy retired. An attempt was made to get into square, bui
from the unsteadiness of the many reeraits which formed the line, the move-
ment ended in a rally round the guus, now sweeping the plaing with grape
ghot. The Beloochees, about 800 strong, now came rushing dows on all
sides, pouring on our ranks showers of heavy stones, with which the place
abounded, and charging sword in hand up to themuzzles of the eamnon,
which carried destrocetion amongst them., The fire at length became too hot
for them, and they were repulsed with great slanghter, and fled in all direc-
tions, leaving about 200 dead on the plain, There Lad been jr all upwards
of 150 killed and wounded, including the four officers who had falten. The
seorehing hest of the day continued unabated, the wind {rom the rocks was
like the breath of a furnage, and the excessive thirst experienced was intoler-
able. The piteous and incessant eries of the wonnded for * water, water,”
were heart rending. Water there was none, yet all were elamorous for drink,
ard the small supply of beer helonging to the officers was served ount to the
most necessitous of all eastes, who grasped at it with frantic eagerness.
Parties with camels and walersking were sent to seek for water in the ad-
joining nullabs, where the guides reported that it was to bo found
withitr a mile of the pass, The artillery horses, which were in their present
exhausted stafe unfit to draw the goms, were dispatched on a similar duty,
under an eseort of 50 of the Seinde irregular herse, The evening was spent
to collecting and bringing off the wounded ; shells were oceasionally thrown
on tlie enemy, who still kept up a straggling fire from the hills. Party af-
ter party returned with the disvasl iotelligence that no water was any where

to be found; and to complete their appreliensions, they guickly learied

that the Sowars, who bad been sent with the gun horses, had been sur-

rounded in a nullah, attacked, and ¢ut np; through the treachery, 2g was

believed, of Meer Hussein, a Bhoogtie chief, who acted as guide. ‘T'he horses
had been carried off : and the camol woen and dhoelie-bearers had by this

time nearly all absconded. Tomake a second attempt on thz pase was, under

present circumstances, considered hopeless; had the enewy indeed at this
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time aftacked them, the men were so helpless from extreme exhaustion, that
they must have been cut up withont resistance. They had now been under

atms and without food for 18 hours; and it was resolved, that if no sup-

plies of water made their appearance before 10 at night, the troeps should

retreat, Fifty pounds were offered to any one who would earry a letter to
Kahun, only 11 miles off, advising Captsin Brown to ent his way through

and join Clibborn’s detachment in the course of the night, so that the whole
might retire to the plains together. No one would usdertaka the task,—
and the garrison now believed to be almost without provisioms was neces.
sarily left to its fate: a fate which the providential supply of sheep already
alluded to lugkily prevented from being disastrons, At !1 A, M. this brave
but exhausted band moved silently off the ground, carrying with them aa
mavy of the wouanded and as mueh baggage and convoy as could be collected
and transporicd. Fortunately no obstrnction was experienced; on reach™
ing the top of the Surtof Pass, 7 miles in the rear of the scene of action,
all discipline was at an end. The sepoys were frantic with thirst, an

rushed feriously down the hill, leaping like madmen inio the pools at the
bottom, At this time tho rear was attacked by a large body of Beloochees,
who appeared no one knew how or from whemee. The flash of mnsketry
was seen along the whole face of the hill, and the slaughter amongst the
followers was severs. The men recovered themeelves the moment their
thirst was slaked, and, baving formed a holiow square, waited tili day-
break should afford them a sizht of the enemy, These, however, disappeared
before dawn, carrying with them the whole of ihe remainder of the eonvoy

which had fallen into their hands in the confusicn of the night. The sepoys,
befere leaving Wufaosk, had been direcicd te put three or four days’ supply
of flour inte their haversacks, but mest of them had been too tired to do so,

and they now found themselves absolutely in want of food. The tents, tzea-
sure, guns, and ammnnition, every thing in short which constitutes the
mezteriel of an army, had been last. The men only escaped. TFortunately
there were still a few camels ramaining, and a number maore joined oo the
road, as did also 85 gpun—-horses believed to have been destroyed, Witk such

scanty means as these a forced march of 54 miles to Poolajes was before

them. They started at sevem, and aheltered themselves undet some ta~-
marisk trees during the heat of the day. Still ovcasionally fired at by the
enemy, and sesking refoge behind rocks and banks from the fierce rays of
the sun, they arrived at their destination on the night of the 2d September,
having aceomplished a marek of beiwixt 60 and 70 miles in the course of
48 hours. Four sepoys died of heat on the way, and Capt. Heighington was,

from the same cause, afterwards struck with apoplexy, which proved fatal,
The total loss in killed was 17772 were wounded. The casualties amongst
the camp followers is not knows, they must have been numerous. The loss
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of baggage was estimated at £15,000. (16} The onemy lost 350 of Lheir
bravest warriors, and amongst them wera severs] chiefs. After a short rest
the detachment returned to Shikarpore, 50 miles off, a week afterwards,
where they joined head-quarters at Sakkur without farther sccident.
Returaing to Kahun, wlere we left Captain Browa and his gallant party,
grieved and dissppointed, but not dismayed by the blight their hopes of
relief had sustained, we find them making the most of the live stock they
had obtained possession of so unexpectedly, aad still on the alert—cheer-
folly waiting for what might befall. Oa the 12th the Murrees began to
mave away the captured guns, which till then had rercaiaed in position in
sight of the fort; and the day after the warriors themselves dispersed. QOn
the 17th official intelligence of the full extent of Major Clibbern’s disaster
was received from the Brigade Major (Forbes) at Sokkur, who iutimated
to Captain Browo, tiat he might use his own diseretion 33 1o abandoning

16, The loss was cstimated by the Agre Ukhbar at six lakhs (60,000L) and
ns a considerable ghow of details was thon givens this hag generally passed
current as corrsct. The following is from an oiliciul statemeat'in the Dands of
government : its aecOtacy way be relied upon; its amount, as given in the
text, belog about one quarter that of the Usibar's estimate.

Dholleciivesenimans . 8,0001bs. at 16 Ibs. 3 92 por Rupec..v.,veeee. Re, 494 3 3
Rice wBOAB0 e 20 e aseiins do ... 25793 3 6
Flonre sy eenr 82,200 e 3300 3 we do 24186 6 9
GDECcrrieraonenne SHTEL L. 1 SRR 11 1,200 5 4
Balt . senrenerenss G200 BN T do 1% 110
GIam  ceveesnnnnd0600 .. 335 ... do 1208 5 0
JOWAITEE vierin s T840 o0 43 .iween. do 150113 ©

Towal 9960 4 a

From this should be deducted six days’ rations of troops, followers, and cat.
{le, paid daily into the commissariat treasure chest,
The camels taken into the hills were—
COTNTHISIATIAL cms cav cmemvamre soravenraronn s sanane ITB
8ick from Lherge .. SRR ¥ 51
Private camels .o ovomers sorrresn vesammmcanne G0

1178
Died on the yoad above weve.. .. 130 330
Brought off earrying wounded .., 200

.

Estimated loss at Nufoosk— 848
Grain....... \ererrremsssnsensthonss s datucssmssbrvain s vicinvas B8 101000
Camels 818, 2t 75 Ra. 2 earnel wuccevaseerne o n verves rue 43,600
Bullocks 600, at 8 Rs, caelt .iuve. . 4,800
Gun Ilorses 23, at Rs. 300 each .. . T,500
Irregular do 30, at 120 @ach.ves s vanemn s ves . 3,600
Routies old 40, at Bs, 50 £a¢h sarsacime cevssoramsrions 2,000
Three Guns, at Rs. 1000 ¢achaicaess errmsromsoncsnns 3,600
Private baggage and miseellancaus items ... veess e 34,000

Totzl Rs 1,50,000



191

the fort. It was aseertaised, that by veducing the men {0 quarter rations
and eating up fhe gun bellocke, they might coulrive to sabsist on this fa-
mine fare till the 15th October; and so it was determined that the fort
sheald be maintained, nnless honourable terms were offered. The old chief
Dodah sent a message through Shere Beg, intimatiog that he had twice
before, just after the fizcht, offered to graat any terms we shounld desire,
provided we would quit the country; but that we drove his emissaries
away, and that he was now ready io agree to the arrangemest sug-
gosted, This was oo offer of our seeking: the opening was fair:
and our position not likely to improve by delay, Captain Brown therefors
wrote in reply, * Dodah Murree, I'll give you back jour fort, on con-
ditions, viz.—that you give me personal seearity for my eafe arrival in
the plains: if not, I will remain here two months longer, having provisions
for that time.” On raceiving this, the whale of the chiefs assembled,
and, after consultation, took an oath an the Kuoran that, if he would Jeave
the fort in three days, they would protect him to the plains: they wrote to
this effect immediately, concluding that % whatever Captain Brown’s wishes
were, should to them be law.”” Immediately aftor the arrival of (hiz, a letter
was brought from Dodal himself, in answer to that whiclt had been written
to liim, containing an agreement on oath, and promising to send his nephew
to pay his respeets, and see that the ferms were observed by the people of
the tribe, From this to the conclusion of Captain Brown’s adventures, we
must draw on his journal, which no longer admits of abridzment,

 25th Sept.wReplied to Dodah’s letler, to the effeet, that I would give up
the fort 3 days hence, on the above terms. Surprized at their letting us off
so easily, viz, glmply to return to the plaing without let or hindrasee from his
people, on condition of giving up the fort, which Dodah must well know we
¢aonothold & month longer ; plenty of reom fo suspect treachery, but we
must run therisk, This evening Guamanl Khar camo near the fort, and sent
& message to say, that he feared to venture insides bat that if' 1 would meet him
oniside without my froops, he would ratify the agreement. Wishing at once
to see whether it was to be ¢ treachery, or no treachery,’ T agreed, and with
Erskine and £ native officers, met him about a mile from the fort. Inoversawa
man in such & fright in my life. Althe’ bo had 30 horsemen, armod to the {eoth,
and there weore ouly 6 of us, hie reiveated twice before he would venture near
us! Ife thought from ourcoming alone, there must be treachery; that some
men wore hiddon somewhere : even after we had met, he had his horso all

ready close by for a start. Dowan we all satin a circle. A wild scenej his fol-
" lowers appeared to be cxcoedingly well armed and all fine stout built men,
Aftor compliments, ¢, the nephew began to talk very reasonably. Ho ex-
pressed akope that € there would now be a lasting peace between kis tribe and
the British : that they had only fought at the Nuffoosk pass to save their
country, and their lives ; that it was the least they could do, when thoy had
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the fate of Bejahkhan staring them in the face. That they had, nover killed
any of our people after the fight, ausd that all the prisoners had been fed,
clothed, and set free! Heconcluded by saying that * he should remain near
the fort until we loft, {0 provent any disturbances beiween his people and
mize ; and that he would furnish me with traostworthy guides down.’ There
was not the slightest appearance of treackery. Thus ended this most interest«
ing conferenco. It will not, Ithink, be casily forgotten by either Erskinc or
myself. Somuch depended on it, the fate of ourselves and the whole of the
detachment. We foand these Beloochees the mest civil and polite of men !
The cenfidence we placed in their word, by meeting them in the way we did,
scemed to please them much, aad from having been deadly enemies for & long
manths, became inone hour the best of fricuds ; no doukt their joy was just
as groat in getting rid of us, as our’s was in obtaining our freedom.

¢ 26¢ch and 27th.-—Most delightfully empleyed in preparing for a start ; only
10 public camels left, and these as thin as rats ;none here procurable —the
number of sick amountsto 40, and these require 20! Then there are the
rations, ammunition, both guns and musket, water and tents. In fact, I found L
could not move witheut saerificing el private property and Lalf the am-
munitien and tonis; oblized to eall on officers and men to give up what
private camels thoy had—this was most willingly agreed to ; aund all kif, even
to onr bedding, was left belind—the gun ammanition I wus obliged to take, as
I rather expected opposition from the Bhoogties, through whose couniry we
had 40 iviles to go. At fiest we woro almost afraid we should not be able
to bring down the gun from the wretched state of the bullocks, and wealk-
pess of the men--howerer we detormined to try, and lcaving the waggon and
forge-cart belind, picked out 30 of the best for the gun alone—ihe sepoys
thinking we were goiog to leave it behind, eamo and bogged menot, as they
themselves would drag it down and defend it with their lives! When Erskine
was burcing the forge-cart and waggon,the Beloocheos outside thought we
wore seléing fire to thoforty and sent to beg us Lo spare it.

9Gth, .. Furned our backs on Kahun this morning at 2 o’clock., Much trou-
ble in getting off, in consequence of the number of sick ; obliged to tie some,
of tho poor fellows on the camels--commenced the ascent of the big hLill at
G, avd after immense fatigue and labour, gof the gun to the top by & r. M. The
sepoys were regularly overpowored with fasigue half way up—the eall for wa-
ter now wag dreadful, all that I had broaght wiih me in the mussucks being ex-
pended. About 9 o’elock about 300 Belooehees had assembled in our front,
rear and right flank, perched onthe top of the Lills ; they seemed Lighly amused
ab our getting the gun wp : but when they saw the sepays completely done
up with thirst and fatigue, they called out ; “ah! you will never get the gun
down to the plazins, you bad Detter give it to old Dodah’—T offored them
money £o show us some walor, they said they would for 1,000 Lupees ! After
some talk they agroad toshow us some for 100 Rupees, whick was immedi-
atcly given them,—there was just encuch to give cach mas a handful er so
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and then they set to, and got the gun up. Treally thought al one time we
must have lefe it belind. At the very top of the pass wers about B0 of
Hybatt Khan's followers; these men swore we should not go any further
antil we had paid for tho flock of sheep we capiured om the I3th August j
however, whenit came fo the point, and secing the gun too close to be
plensant, they thought better of it; and begged a few rupees for IIybutt Khan's
family, who they said, woro very poor; it was as much 23 Icoutd do to
restrain myself from giving this party a round of grape, It's well [ did not
perhaps, as it would most lilkely have embroiled me with the rest of the tribe,
and my detachment was notin much of a fighting ¢ondition! It wag now 4
v, . and wa had still #o descend the Nuffoosk pass to some waler, which our
¥urree gaide reported wasin abusdance 3 miles from the bottom, In conses
quence of much tain having fallen.(17) Commeneod desconding, when a spec-
tacle, the most horrible fo be conecived, met our sight : the bodies of all
oarpoor fellows, both officers and wen, whofell on the 313t August, Iying *
noburicd with all their clothes an ! having becu meroly dragged off the road
—Raitt’s bedy was ihe first, being almost on the top of the pass; through
this dreadful geome, we had to lower our gun dowa the hill, inch by iach—I
would have givea worlds tohave buried the poor fellows, but this was out
of the question ; we had then been 14 hours noder arms, and had still to
seck for water, besides which, we had no intrenching tools. Tho bodies
were lying on heaps, which shows what o bifter fight it must have bLeen. The
Murrees spoke highly of poor Railt's bravery in being at the head of all ; they
had buriedall their owa dead atthe bottom of the hill, but although I offer-
cd them anymoney they choose fo ask, they refused to bury our’s in conse-
guence of the state of decomposition they were then in. Afier much labour,
got tho gun down the hill and proceeded on along the table land ustily
e’clock, when we found water in abundance, in a deep water course, on the
banls of which wo bivouacked for thenight. Althe’ the men had had no food
all day,theyall (save the pickets) immediately fell asleep, without tasting
a bit : they had been 19 hours mnier arms, the 1st bugle having beem
sounded at 12 Iast night. Had this water been found when the fight of the
31st took place, whata different tale would have been told !

17. This appears to have been the passage seized upon by the Court of
Enquiry for the famous deliverance which amounted {0 this.-that Major
Clibbora was culpable for not kecping a sharper look out for water : the
mon who were perishing with thirst might, according to the repori, have
found water within 300 yards of thom if they had logked for il There ix
no doubt of the fact, if they had just remained where they were 28 days long-
er, till after the rains hadfallen | 'This cntry of Captain Brown, together
with that of the 9th, 10th and I1th May, will give some idea of the difficuity
of forcing the pass of Nufoosk! .

* Binco writing this, I am happy to say I have succecded in getting all our
poor comrades buricd—their remains novw [ie in one large grave in the ground
on which they fought so gallantly.-Mundoo Khan, the nephew of Beejaly
Ehan, accomplished this desired objeet for me, in which he was assistod by
some of the Murrees engaged inthe fiyht, ’

B
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¢ 29th. ——Mavehed this morning to the top of the Surtof Mouatain, 4 miles
descended hill, lowering gon down with dray ropes ; reached bottom at 10
o'clock ; cn examining one of the gun wheels, fouad the iron work of the
azle-tree box split in several places; to all appearance it seemed impossible
to repair it, or that she gun conld iravel any farther ; but Erskiae by groat
exertions, got it bound upy and on we went againm, starting at 2 e. x, but
did not veach our ground until 10, having lost the road, got jammed in
between rhvines—I should have wished $o have made only one marclk a day,
in conzequenge of the wealk state of the men, but thers wasne help for it,
on we musk goy night as well as day, haviag only 2 days provisions with us.
Here no water was procurable; luckily the sepoys were so dene up, thai
they =oon fell asleep, and forgot all about their thirsé, Received an express
from the Assistani Political Agent, warning us to expeet opposition from the
Bloogties, whose country we are new in; not in much of a fighting train,
half the men being on camels, but with the gun I think wo have not much
to fear from {hem,

* 30th.—Slarted at & a. ar. and arrived at 10 at a beautiful stream of water
-—on this march I was obliped to throw away all the amnmunition, save afew
rounds of grape, otherwise [ must have left 8 or 10 sick behind—men and
camels regularly gave in during this march, and how wo got oll safeupy I
bardly know—.Remaining with the rear.guard, I cheered them on as well as
Y could—one poor fellow died ou ths camel’s back. Our Murree guide, whe
had behaved as yet very well, did an zet of cxiracrdinary kindness for a
Beloachee : hearing that ona of onr people was left behind far want of car.
riage to bring him omy he went back of hiz own aceord, mounied him on his
horse, and breughi him into ¢camp, walking himsslf by his side. From this
ground, seni off an exprees by our Murree guide, (the only man who would
venture) to Paolajes, for some spare camels and gun bullocks, and we pro-
ceeded on another 8 miles st 4 4. w., gotiing to zome water about 10 o’cloclk.
i ¥ October 1st.—Started at 3 A. m. and marched on 8 miles—soon after our
arrival, to our great delighi, up came our Murree guide, with seme Scindo
horse, spare camels and gun bullocks—proceeded on to Foolajeo at 4 p. n,
reaching that post ab 12, distance 14 miles ; on coming out of the hills into the
plain, fired off our howitzer {0 give nolice to our friends at Lheree, the head
quarters of the Sth Regiment, of our safe arrival,

* Thus after a detontion of 5 months in the fort of Kahun, was our escape
from that position and the Murree hills, accomplished. The [hardships and
privations eircumstances forced on us, were most cheerfully borne with hy
all.  After the attack on Major Clibbora’s party, it often appeared impoasible
1o expect & release, yet not a murmur was heard. On no one oceasion had
I'to find fault with tho men, and the alaerity and cheerfulness jwith which
they performed the exceedingly onerous duties which I was forced io exact,
refleots, in oy humble opinion, great credit on the Kalee {6th) Pultan and small
detachment of Artillery. OF the constant aid afforded me on every oceasion
by Lieut. Erskine and Dr, Glasse, 1 nofe nothing ; it can never cease to Lo
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¥resh in my memory; and their rank is tgo near my own to admit of my say~
inz all I could wish or they deserves even In this my private Journal.”

The admiraple conduct of Captain Brown earned for him the thanks of
Guvernment and the cordial applanse of India at large: and he was im-
mediately created Brigade Major, in Sciade, ia room of Major Boscawen
just then promoted ; he was aftzrwards raised to the rank of Majer by
Brevel, and appoiuted to the command of the Blieel corps in Guzerat.
Nor admidst the obloquy endeavoured to be heaped b7 a section of the ad-
mirers of Lord Auckland's policy on the Affghan tribes, whe dared to
resist the invasion of their country, did the generosity and bonour of the
Murrees, and their aged chief, whelly pass anpraised.

Though Dodah the Murrec ehief, and Beebruck theleader of the Bhoogties,
bad been induced to allow military posts to be established in their respec~
tive holds of Kahun and Deyrah, neithee of them had ever made sabmission
or acknowledgzed supremacy. (18) With our retirement from the country,
the objeots for which our troops wera sent there—if indeod these
had ever been understood-—appear to have been eatirely forpotten. We had
taogzht the hill tribes two lessons, whicli were new to them and fatal to us ;
—they had learned that representatives of the British government could
tamper wilh trath, aad give justice to the winds; that we could break ounr
pledges, and press demands, at the bayoenet's point, of tribute which had
naver been onr doe; and thal if they took advantage of ihe natural strength
of their fastnesses for the purposes of monstain warfare, they ceuld eompel
12 0N any oceasion Lo capituiate, or turn us back npoxn our path of conguest.
The nation which, thronghout the East, had hitherte been known ag ¢ jm-
mutable in faith, invineible in avms,” was fonnd failing in both beyond the
Tudus !

The capture and imprisonment of the Deyrali cliief Beebruck has already
been referred to: in the instructiens furnished to Major Billamore, it was
stated that the Bboogties and Mnrrees sot only plundered in the plains, but
gave shelter to robbers, and received stolen property. They were believed
to have robbed ns of as many as 5000 camels{!!) and they had given refuge
to Becjah Klian, a notorious freebuoter.(19) This man was a chief of the
Dosmkees, and in consequence of his power and aetivity he had been for
some time acknowledged head of the tribe, It was said he could muster

18. Wo once mors draw for onr facts on tho admirable store supplied by
the Cutchee letiers already repeatedly referred to. 'The writer subscribing
himself “Nufoosk,” (Times, 19th June, 1841,) states that* the placieg of military
posts within the hills was net thought of till after Major Billamore’s retarn to
the plains.!

19. Calchee Letiers, No, L. ; for the most part greatly abridged—in part,
however, copled verbatim.
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200 followers for a foray info the plains. Various attempts had in vain besn
made to capture him. At last he was induced ta submit; bt fearing treaw
chery, he stipulated that Umeer Shaw, a renowned Syud {holy man) shonld
accompany him te an interview with the British autlioriiies. Coneeiving
that, with 2 companion the sacredness of whose person zssured him of pro-

tection, he was safe, he proceeded to Shikarpore with his nephews and a
few followers. Ile was received as bocame the bead of a warlike ¢lan, and
for four days was treated with all honour by Licut. Postans, the Asgistant
Political Agent, whom he visited daily. Oun the fourth lay, while paying
Lis respects to the resident as usual, he and Wis actendanis wera seized,

without reason or warning givena, and thrown jeto the prisen at Bukkur,

where they were detained for many months,—their horses, arms, and orna-

ments being sold by pullic auction! The order for this was gives by Mr
Bell, then at Sukkur, 25 miles off, The whole of the tribes regarded it as
a direct breach of promizo towards a man who defied us to eapture him ; and
whe, on stipulations being granted, volun-arily came iato our camp. ‘The
same view was taken by the odicers of the forcs ; and if we are to judge from
results, perhaps at last by the chief paliticsl himself. The money arising
from the sale of the hiorses and other preporty wag at Lhsree paid over to
the chiefs some time afler their liberation I (26}  Thiz mueh of explanation

20. This is -the version of the Cutchec lgtter-writer, whose narralive has
throaghout been very elosely adhered to. The sabjoined passage is a correction
on thiz by one of the Assistant Political Agents furmerly in Scinde ;—

¢ In Jone 1838, DBajor Clibborn moved, intending to proceed co the Iills
but was unable from climate to proceed farther than b!allaryoer fram Sukkur,
losing on the way 1 oflicer, and 14 men.  Beja Kban Doomkie was the most noted
l'reebuoter of the plaing; and was the object of the movementy as be alone eaused
us s loss of about £ Laces of rupees, 1Ie was offered by Government Rs, 3000 a
month to leave his nefarious practices and engage to protect the road hetween Shia
kerpoor and Dadur. DBejarefused ta do se by letter, and accownpanied his refusal
with snsuli ;]  Assoon asthe cold season lowever set in, lieja seniearnest peti-
tions to be aliowed to cowe in; which was refusvd unless with gonditions. The
13t Assistant thens with three or fuur of the Khyeeri tribe proceeded to the haunis -
of the Doomkie, who fled.  The Khyeeties afterwards fell into au ambuscade pee-
pared for them by B?ja. and were defeated. The detachments under Major B3il-
Jamore were Lhew pushed across the desent, accompanied by the 15€ Assistant ; and
the Jekraner chiefs, after several encounters with sur [lorse, and being pushed 10
desperation fur want of focd, surrendered therselves to the Polidtical Authorities,
and Bejuli Kban, the Doomkie chiefy aftera pledgs sent to him verbaily through
Ameer Shan tim Syud, ta the elect that his {ife should be sparmﬁ, but without
other conditivns, also surrendered himself to the same authority, in lis pwr coun-
try at Shapoor, At ihis time he wes i open hostility eith ws, and had bgen
warned; that if b persisted in his freebooting practices, a price would be set on
his head—Keja Khat was sent in a Prisaner to Sukkur under a suroug guard
commanded by Captain Etskine, aud he was fullowed, as speedily as possible, by
the Assistant Polivical Agent. Previous to DBeja’s surrender, Major Billamare
marcbed inte the Hills, nmi &s the most important object was tben cousidered to
be the negotiations with the Doomkiv apd Jekranee tribes, the Political Assistant
did not consider Limsell outhovized to leave the plains uniil this daty way pees
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1 referencs to these chiefs is necessary, beeinse their onse was repestedly
referred to by the Murrees in their negociations with Captain Brown; and

-

foriaed. The wuotof ¢ Judgment’ of Mijor B. at Deyrah in deperting from
his orders, wiieh were specitic to wse the wmos conciliatory measures only, was the
sole cause of the catastrophe which ensued,”—Boubay Times, Muy 26, 1841,

This letter elicited the following reply from Lieut. (now Major) Jacob 1o

“ S1a,~In your paper of the 26th May, which I have just received, I perceive an
asgerfion, given on the authority of a correspondent on wiiom you say you cen
place very implicit roliance, thae ¢ The want of jndguluut of M!Jor Billamore
at Deyrah, in departing frow his orders, whieh were specifie, te woe the most
coneiliutory measures ouly, was the svle cause of the catastrophe which ensued.’

# Atiacks on the dead are seldom ereditable, and at least should be founded on
tenh. In this instange your correspoudent is altegether mistaken, and I beg
feave {o contradict hLis assertigus inest emphaticslly, I was on very intimate terms
with Mezjer Billamore during the whola time he was einployed on the servieg in
guestion, and well apqaainted with the instructions received from the political
authorities ; I can pesitively assert that he neither © departed from his orders’
or displayed ¢ muy want of judgment,” His instructioss were $to pse soudilia-
tory measuress bus to resist  wssull or aggression to the wtmoss.’ ‘'Ihe jatter
words are not slluded to by your corcespondentewfor ressons best known to
himself; but I esn disunetly declave, that the most conciliatory ineasures were
used by Major Rillamore until the attack mmade on him at Deyrah by the whole
Blicogtie tribe. Au imperfect secaunt of Major Billunore’s proceedings in the
Hlills was givensome thne sinca in your paper in a leiter sigoed ¢ Nufoosk
that aveaunt is correct at fur as it goes, and was written by me § the cirgumslanees
described in ic will shew, not only that Major Billamora did wsot aet with wapg
of judgiment, batthat any ether line of conduct but tise one he garsued would,
in all probability, have eosured the loss of his little detachment,

* Very many members of one little parey in the hills alas | are dead, but there
are encugh left 10 bear witness to the fruth of whad E bave said above, and ] truase
they will do g0.—T am, Sir, your most sbedient servaat,

® Quetta, 188 June, 1341, “ J. Yacos, Ariillery Lieat.”

“ Sin,—In continustion of my letter of )eslerdag's date, I beg leave to paint
out other inaccuracies in the letter of your gorresaondent therein slluded ta, Your
cortespondant says ¢ The first as<is¢any then, with three of the Kboyeeree tribe,
procegded (o the bavuts of $he Dusinkee, who iled. The Rhyeerzes aflerwards
fell into an ambuseade prepared for them by DBeejah, and were defeated, The
detschments uader Major Billumere were then pushed across the desert aceom-
panied by the first assistant, &e. &e.’

* Oa this T must remark, that the huaunfs of the Doomkees extended over the
whole plain of Upper Beindey 8o that it is probable ¢ the first assistane® did visig
some of them, Dut the llead Quarters of the tribe, aml Beejal: Khan himself,
were ab Puoolajee, and did wot fy until the very vay before Major Bilamore
reached the plase ; when they sef five 1o the town, weutinto the hills, and encamp.
ed in a ravite some twelve imiles distant, which eamp was visited some days after-
wards by Capt. Brown aad myse.l. [b was qfter this that the * first assiscont”
first visited Pooltjee. The Khyeerces were pel to flight by Beejal Kban maay
days affer the srrival of Major Billamore at Poolajee, and the Msjor was actually
present nader arins in the field at the time with us wnole foree, yet your curres-
pondent gravely writes, afiey mentioning the defeat, ¢ The detnchments under
Major Bilawore werw thes pashed aergss the desert’ There are ather inscr
euracies In your correspondent’s letter, but [dave wedtioned only thuse of which
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will indireotly fall to be spoken of in another peint of view, The distrust
oceasioned by these disingennouns proceedings was one great souirce of cur
difficulties throughout the next twelvemonils of alinost incessant fighting.
The secret of the almost instant pacification which enszed on the resignation
of Mr Bell, and coatinued to the close of our ecoonsution with the country,
arose from the thorough restoraton of confilence by the appoictment of
Major Outram. This officer was well known to them; they placed the
most implicit reliznge on his assurances—whether promises or threats,—and
they found that in this they had acted right.

Iu December, Captain Brown, who had been plaeed in political employ
by Mr Bell, was zent on 2 mission into the Murree hills te negociate terms
of friendship, oa condition of their refurning Lo us the guns captured at
Nufoosk, Mr Bell himself toak up his quarters for 2 time at Lheres, and
expected that the Chiefs of the hili teibes would come in and render sab-
mission, as a considerable forec was collecting in the neighbourkood for the
purpose of coereion, if necessary. Beebruck was not yet at liberty, though
pow present with the Chief Pulitical Agent, and seo great was the distrust of
hiis neighbours and friends, that they, anxious to see him, could in nowise
be induced to come within forr miles of the Resideney, thongh Captain
Brown had gose out almast unattended on purposs to induce them. This

I was an eye witness, and in which I was a party concerned. Verily your cor-
respoodent’s facts appear to be of equel value with Lis opinion of Major Billamore's
judgment at Deyrah. But perbaps no one but a Political officer is, in Upper
Geinde, allowed to possess the faoulty of judgment |

% The cause of sur reverses was at one titne Walpole Clarke's rashness, now it i
Mgor Billamore’s waut of judgment which caused thie © catastrophe ]’ Why these
repeated accusalions agsinst dead men ? the answer is obvious,—they tell no
tales, Puor Clacke had been concerned in meny a dangerous adventare before
he ever saw Upper Scinde: his dering was so different from roshness that [
deabt if many cooler or mare far-seeing soldiers of his age ever existed, PMajor
Billamore judged wroag in not allowing himself to he destroyed without resistance
at Deyrshl  But where was {he judgwment (setring aside the guestion of breaely
of faith} displaged in the iwprisoument of Beejsn Khan and Janee, or in writing
submissive lzblers, in the name of the British Goverament, te Dodsh Murree
after the affair at Nufoosk, or in many other instances I could mention? Hagd
these efforts of wisdom no influence in bringiug sbout the ¢ catastrophe’? Your
eorrespondent is apparently a political officer, and perhaps not unscquainted with
¢ the first assistamt” of whom he writes. Let hin make himself acquainted
with the opinien of the Home Gueernment with regard $o the ¢ Judgment’ of e
statesmen of Upper Scinde befors he presumes to lay the blame of their acts on
the memary of gallaut soldiers now deveased—Let yaur correspondent also appear
in his real name,

¥ Anouymous accusations are in genetal little aitended to ; asd nedhing but your
grave Editorial remark ¢ that your correspondent’s commanication is & valuable
fragment of history,--’ togethar with wy own persenal knowledge of ita cajum-
nious sature, would have induced e to come forward in this instance to dafend the
eharacter of decensed fricnds. 1 am, Sir, your most obedigut secvant,

« J, Jacos, Artlery Liow M
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officer proseeded about 20 miles inte the hills nearly alone, and then at
leagth a secondary Murree Chief was prevailed on to visit the British Resi-
dent, 'To urge the return of trophies taken in fair stand.unp fight scemed
nnreasonable~~our guna could neser be unsed ageisst us; they had been
placed in & mosque as trophies, and were valued by them and worthless to
us. This point, therefore, was abandoned. Two Chiefs at length risited
Mr Bell in Jannary 1841 ; they pledged themselves on the iKoran thal they
and their respective tribes would abstsin frota plundering on the plaing, and
questions of tribute and allegiance were carefully avoided. 'This was called
submission ; and so the cartain drops oo the affairs of the Murrees, with
which we found that we had ne fariber occasion to interfere.

The Governor-General, it is said, was never officially informed of the in~
tention to demand tribute from the Murrees, and he is helieved to have been
greatly offended with the whole proceedings. These events oceurred simul-
taneonsly with those ferminating with the surrender of Dost Mahowmed,
narrated in the previous ehapter, and with the oceurrences abiout to be equ-
merated in conneetion with the affairs of Nusseer Khan of Khelat, which forz
twelvemonth kept Scinde and Shawlin a state of ineessant conflict. The
Deyrah and Kahun episode stands by itsolf, and apart frem the rest : it would
be incemplete without a short notiee of the proceedings of the Countt of En-
quiry appointed to investigate the canzes of the loss of the convey at Nufoosk.
Major Clibborn, in closing his despateh, earnesily solicited that a rigid
engniry shonld be instituted in regard to his conduet as the unfortunate com-
mander of the convoy : aand the solicitation was immediately complied with
by the Supreme Government. Net that there was any charze or suspieion
of eulpability or mismanagement, but with a view of silencing oblequy where
it was unmerited, and of bringing to light the scurces of misarrangements
somawhere supposed to exist. Majer-Geuneral Brooks, commanding the
field«force in Upper Scinde, was instructed to nominate the officers required
to constituts the conrt, over which he himself was appointed to preside, and
to proceed with the iuvestigation without delay, {(21) From the tenor of
what has already been stated, it will appear that the party whose character
was chiefly implicated throughout fer the primary occupation of Kahun,
the determination to provision and reinforce the garrison when the military
authorities were of opinien that it ought to have been withdrawn, and others
of the unwize measnres which led to the result of its final abandeninent, was
none other than the chief political agent himself. It has been repeatedly
stated that Mr Bell was an able man ; he had a singular facility of gaining

81, The Mombera of the Court were Lieut.-Colonel (now Major-General)
Valiant, H.30L’s 40th ; Lieut.-Colonel Wymer, 30th Beugal N.L ; Major Farrel,
6th Bombay N.I.; and Major Lloyd, of the Artilery.
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the masiery over weaker minds with whom he came in contact, when he con.
ceived it to be his interest to bend them to his wishes. The use made by him
of the influence thus obtained was, on the present occasion, in the last degree
nnjustifiable. The Chief Political, whe was one of the most vindictive of men,
had special prounds of grudge sgainst Major Clibborn, on whom he appears
to have defermined now to ba avenged For the share takee by him ia the most
indecent confroversy betwixt the political and military chiefs the preceding
year. Csptain Clibbera was, in 1839, Brigade-Major te Colonel Gordon,
and gave some of the moat important evidence before the Court of Eoquiry
inrefutation of Mr Bell's charges against that offieer, (22) General Brooks
was at this time understood to be eatirely nuder the thumb of ths pelitical
agent; and three out of the five officers, who constitated tha commission,
were it the date of the enguiry residing under his roof. The court
having adjosted preliminaries, Majer Clitborn read over a statement
of the case, the correctness of the whele of which was deponed to by every
one of the surviving officers who had been present with him at Nufoosk,
These gentlemsn were afterwards examined, but that apparently with the
view to inculpation rather than for the eliciting of truth. Major Forbes,
then eommanding at the station, and Lieutenant Postans, the chief politieal
assistant at Shikarpore, also at liand, the conduet of both of whowm became
the object of special observation, were called on for no explanations, al-
thongzh it afterwards beeame apparent that they could fully exonerate them.
selves of the charges brought against them. Dr Kirk, {28) who hiad accom-
panied the detachment, had made numerous and valuable sketehes of the sce-
nery, and these, when prodaced iz court, were considered evidence of the exis~
tence of water, against the testimony of the living witnesses who deponed that
there was none. 1y a singular fatality the report of the Commission found
ita way into the newspapers befure it had resched the hands of Goveriment,
Thig of itself immediately demanded investigation. The matter was invelved
in mystery, and clonded with 2 grievous amoust of mis-statements, {24)
and though the manner in which it obtained premature publicity was never
officially acecunted for, it was perfectly well understood by the public,

22. The whole correspondence on this subjeet, togelher swith the evidence
referred to, was published in the Bombay Zémes, May, 1841,

23. This very talenled officer was sent on mission to the Court of Shea jn
Abyssinis along with Major Harpis, &e. in May 1841,

23, T'he sensation this matier created for many months warrants us in en.
larging on il mwore than its importance demands, as connected with the Affghan
war. The report was dated 20th Nov. 1810, and it appearcd in the Pombay
Courier newspaper of the 10th Drec. :—the post occupying 15 days from Sukkur
to Bombay. 1t appears a3 if ihe eopy moant for Government had been Jkepé
back on purpose until the public should have seen the nowspaper account, It
was Jinown to bave becn handed about for some days at Poonah before being
sent {o Bombay.
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The Court having closed its enquiries, met after a few days’ adjournment
to report proceedings, when the President, on taking his place, produced =
paper which he said embodied his opinion, and that if the members approved
it would be adopted as the report of the Cormeission ; or, if it was pot so
adopted, each member should give bis opinion in writing. The documeat
in question, the same as was afterwards published, having been read, and
the members having becn called upon, begioning with the youangest, each
gave his assent without commentary. Colonel Valiznt was the last called
upon to vote. He declised adopting the report, poiuting out its irrelevaney,
and ealling attention to the numerous points which apveared wholly unsupm
ported by evidence, The President replied that some of the matters ob-
jected to were notorious throughout Iadia, and being icritated at the ob-
jeeticos belng pressed, Brigadier Valiant haviag remarked that were the
report forwarded to Government in ifs present form, it was sure to be re-
turned disapproved of—General Brooks replied that in this case he should
himsgif be answerable for it,—so the ohjections were no longer persisted
in. (25}

The commissioners were required te meet again and reconsider varicus
peints in their original report, which appoared to be set forth, on some occa~
sions, without any evidence whatever, and on others, in the teeth of that
which had been laid before them. Thelr revised Aading was much the same
as the Srat report, and on the parts en which they offered explanations or
attempted to adduee evidence, matters were made worse. The whole was ulii-
mataly laid befora the public iv an adwmirably written Government Gazelte of
the 8th of May, 1841. It were foo tedious to go over the whole entire, and
the potice of a few isclated points will sufficiently indicate the charaeter of
the paper, Lord Keana's conduct in supplying the commissariat the year
before, was declared to be the origin of the whole mischisf. This assertion
wee made, without an aftempt at proof, in reference o the character of a
party already beyond the esgnizance or jurisdiciion of the eourt, and who
had quitted Eodia five moaths befors the Kahun expadition was uadertaken.
Col, Stevenson, whose lamented death cn the 9th August, before the army
siarted, might have saved his memory from aspersion, was blamed for send-
ing Captain Brown into the hills, although it subsequently appeared in
evidence that this was done by order of Mr Ross Bell, {26) Brigadier
Stevenson and Major Forbes were both blamed for nat kaving made Caplain
Brown xware of the dificalties of sending bim supplies, so that he might
have put his men on half or quarter rations early in August. From Capiaia

25, General Valiant’s report, dated I8th Jane 134l-~Government Archives.
F26. My, Seoretary Willoughby's lebtéwl in refcrence to the report of Major
orbes,
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Brown's journal, so often guoted, and then at the command of the commis-
sion, had they desired it, it appeared that it had been intimated, so early aa
the 4th June, that ne assistance could be seat from Sukkur, and that be, of
his own accord, and in considerstion of the extreme isolation of his position,
had put his people en half rations on the 24th of May] The court, in its
original findivg, declared that Major Clibborn, in hiz choiee of the Nufoosk
instead of the Deyrah ronte, placed too implicit reliance on the guide, Meer
Hunssain —it was subseguently shewn that Meer Hussain joined the party two
matches from Nufoosk : in their revised finding, they state that it was net this
man bat auother named Buchan Shaw : Governmeni declared this wholly un«
supported by evidence ; other things were declared ou equally or 8till more
questionable gronnds, of which goverument afforwards stated, that © they
deepiy regretted to find ihis court, composed of five field. officers of rank and
experience, eould, on such grounds, have recorded as 2 fact that which was
not a faet, &e.’(27) The court blamed Major Clibbors for nat having been
guided by the drawings of Dir Kirk, by which the diffienlties of the passes
weore wanifested, ~the drawings having in faet been made on the ad.
vanee ; Dz Kirk never having traversed this route antil with Major Clib-
born's pasty.  The eourt, in their irst finding, abserved that Major Citbbors,
hefore entering the Blurree hills, had been warned by Captain Brewn that
the Murrees were assembling : in thelr second, they admit that they came
to this coneluston from the circumstance that a rumour to that effeet pres
‘vailed at Hydrabad, 250 miles off, in the end of Angust. Captair Brown
declared, that not only had no such waraing as that referred io by the court
ever been given by him, but that, on the contrary, e had written to Major
Clibborn on the 27th August, that he had %eard that the road had not been
destroyed, and that the Murrees were not assembling, and that water might
be expected, as heavy rain bad recently falien, Captain Brown was present
in court, and had been examined as a witness. DMajor Forbes was censured
for having sent ont a force, under half the aize of that ordered by Brigadier

Stevenson, and without consuléing the political anthorities ; ae also, for the =
cumbrous magnitnde of the convey, as 200 camaels would have been suflicient
to provision the fort of Kahun for threc months. Major Forbes preved
that instead of a foice of 1200 bayonets, aix guus, and some irregular harse,
having, as stated by the court of enquiry, been actually equipped by his
predecessor in command, that no arrangement up to the 10th of August had
been made for its equipment; that the number of bayouets warned was
1038, and not 1260 : and that the amount of stores and camels was no more
than war essentisl to relieve and provision Kzhun, and subsist the eseorting
party. (28) Lieut. Postans had named a much smaller foree, to which

27, Governor in Council’s Minute, 7th May, 1841,
28, Mr Secretary Willourhby’s letter.
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Major Forbes, of bis own aceord, bad added one third. These explanations
on the part of Major Forbes,—who, tifl be received the commission’s report,
never suspacted that he could bave been condemned unheard, when on the
spot to offer explanations, il required,—were not sent in till afterwards,
Gen, Brooks havisg deelined to receive or forward them to government.(29)
These most extraordinary proceedings were cleatly exposed, and most’
severely and justly censured, by a very clear and able minute of the Bombay
Government, which, while passing high and metlted cocomiams on Major
Clibborn and the officers and wmen under his charge, directed the im-
mediate removal of General Brooks from his command, and the retura of
Colonel Valiant to the Presidency. The conduct of Governmont was greatly
ayproved of by the Govervor-General in Couneil, the Court of Directors,
and the Horse Ginards, and was as decided as it was upright and energetic.
General Valiant had been on the point of pratesting against the whole proceed.
ings, when nahappily be peraitied himaself to be congussed into acgnies-
cence by sume inaceurate and confaged idcas of the duiies of the members of
a court of enquiry ; he coneeiving it tu be essential that an apparest enan.
imity should exist, Tle junior mewmbers of the coust appear ta have homo-
logated the roport as drawe up withoot their assistance,; and presented to thein
by the President, who took es himself the respensibility of its acearaey, with-
out giving themselves the trouble of examining into its contents, or reflect-
iug on the monstrous nature of the proceedings to which they wero making
semsclves parties. This, at all events, was believed to be the only explazation
of the condoet of Culonel Wyner, Majors Farrel apd Lloyd, officurs of sound
judguwent apd unimpeachable integrity, and who, had they been naprinei-
pled crough to have made the judgmest of & court of inquiry the means of iu-
dulging persoual animosity—miscondact of which uo one suspected them—
it did not appear that in this case there existed avy such feeltugs as those
towarda the parties concerned, to gratify. OFf course, what has jusi been
stated s no sort of excnse for the solemn duties of a court of luquiry having
Leen trifled with—the ends of truth and justice perverted, and the charae-
ter znd prospects of officers, as hoserable as themselves, destroyed by the
tiat of a military comwmission. Thereport ta whose acearacy they solemuly do-
poned was, from beginping te emd, a tissue of maliguant falsehoods, and
whieh, if uttered by the Lumblest subaltern, would, if enquiced into, have
necasioned bis dismigsal from the service, Had the whale of the oflicers
who coustitnied the Nufoosk ecommission been removed frow the service,
the punishwent for sn grave anid mischievous an offence conld not have
heen eonsidered too severe.  That (feneral Brooks was, at this time, a
tool in the bands of Mr Bell, is sufficiently netorivgs 3 but lie conduct

29, Mr Beevetary Willoughby's letter.
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potwithstanding this, is far more reprehensible than that of the other mem-
bers. As the President of the court, and the party who was ontrusted
with the selection of its members, aad the puidance of the ferms of ita pro-
cedure, he was pecaliarly bound to be cirecumspect. He, at all events, must
have known that much of what was ¢harged against the parties inculpated
was unsupported by, much more in the direct teeth of, the evidence adduced ;
and that, instead of searching for information, or desiring Lo discover truth,
the parties who could have assigted them in attzining these were avoided to
be inguired afier. Mr Bell was the ooly man connectod with the atfaivs of
Scinde who escaped all notice—a circumatance in itself sufficient to have
awakened snspicion. Though afterwards broughbt, in the most jirregular
manner, into the feld ss the voluntary aceuser of Lord Keane and Sir T.
Willshire, it does not appear that he ever experienced a frown from his
supresiors, and, at all events, hs was meintained in high and confidentéial e~ .
ploy as if no suspicion had ever been entertained of his unfitoess for service.

General Brooks returned to Bombay along with Colouel Valiant in Feb,
1842, and left for Europe on the lst May, having completely lost ¢he con-
fidence of Government. CTelonel Valiant, as 2 Queen's-officer, received a
reprimand from the Hurse Guards, Ife was Commander of the garrison of
Bowbay from February 1842 te March 1843. He had been raised to the
rank of Major-General on the brevet whieh cecurred en the birth of the
Prince of Wales. This is, however, anticipating in point of time: ia the
next chapter we shall have ceeasion to mention the pames of both officers in
eoannection with the affairs of Sciade.
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CHAPTER V.

Genealogy of the Khans of Kolat=Dounbtful extent of Mehrabh Eban’s trenchery in 1830..His
preparations for defence sudden and inperfeer-.His death; -~ Kacapa of bia Widow and Son—
Unruitableness of Newsz Khan to rule over the Rruhoes—Lieut. Laveday appointed Envoy
—Dismemberment of the Khanate-—Sberawan and Catches made pver to the 8hah Bhocjah
—{Lutchee giveo to the Indisn Government by the Bhah—Reunt exacted from tha free Jagheers
~Reeistance the consequence—Bad selection of our Native agents-. Mahomed Bherreef,
vlliany of-+Revacation of jugheers—The Chiefs left in Ignorauce of the change in their con-
dition-~Coatoms of the port of Las ceded by Nownz Khan to the British Goverament—
Claima are shandoned — Nusseer Xhan pursued—Vengeanee iuflicted on those who protected
him--Unhappy proceedings of Licut. Laveday—~Kakurs threaten Quettah—-Reioforcements
aerive from Candabar—Insurgeats retive frem Quetiuh and invest Kelnt—Pusillavitoity of
the Bnvoy—Lieut. Hammersley defeats the insuvgenta at Moostung— Attempts st negotis.
tlon with C'aptain Beaa—Lieut. Laveday and Mr Masson put in clese confinement--Insar-
gents praceed to Moostung--Misunderstandings in negotinting with Captain Bean—Depute
M1 Masgon as Ambassader--$ie is placed under arrest on suspicion of being a Russian apy—

Proceedings connetted therewith— His releare—~Combination of misheps—1Large reinforee-

taents 3ent to Scinds—~Brahoes sttacked and defeated et Kundah— Lisnt, Vardon attacks and

defrats them near Blag and eapturss 1100 aymels—Experiness of the Enemy in seiziog
camcls experienced by Major Boscawen—Back of Gupduva~—Three days’ fighting round Dadur

-The enemy on cach jon defpated—Los: estisated at from 300 to 460-«Murder of Lieut.

Loveday—The insurgents disperse-—Nusscer Khan |ett a wanderec.-(lenersl Nott recap-

iurcs Kelat-—Ceneral Drooks, Hrigadier Valiant, and Major Holland, leave Bombay and jolu

e foroe— Views of the Politicsls towards Herat— Colonel Marshall takes d of the

Kotra Drigade— Negotiatea with the encny—Nusseer Khan makes submission—[Heceives

pecuniary assistance—{rdered by General Brooks, who was ignerant of lgending negotia-

tions, t0_ba attacked—Jrilliant victory st Eotra— ntire dispersion of the insurgents—A

Targe reinforcement raoves towards the Bolan Pass—Colonel Etacey improves the aspect of

aifaits at Kelal— Cuteher afigirs—Seehee tribute—netachmont advances on Kojjuck—Nisnn -

derstandings, aud aftack on the tows unsuceessfui—Inhabitants abenden it-—Occupied by
oue troops —Reinforcements sirive—Kejjuck sacked and burat—Suabeission of the Beebee

Gunjani—{ecnt wfuirs—Trocps ascend the Bolen Poas— Expedition to Nuosky—Acei-

dent in the Boisn to Caprain Haldane's Yrrogulora—Similar aecident in the Kbyber Pasy—

Geuerpt Hpooks ~ad Coidonel Valizut deprived of their cominand —Surrondar of Nusgear

Khan--peath of Mr R, Bell—Mujor Dutram takes political charge - Restoration of Noageey

Khan—¢Corpastion at Kelat—(Gi¢neral sinte of Affnire—Memyir of Major Outram.

Srscs the earlier portion of the present narrative was issued, the va.
luable work of Mr Masson, entitled ** A Journey to Kelat, &c.,”” has been
published, 1y this, many imporiant facts have been disclosed, of which the
public were previously ignorant. These have been taken advantage of at
the risk of some reopetition ; and where present etatements differ (rown those
formerly given,—as, en one or two poiats, chiefly of awplification, they may
chance to do,—the newer is to be regarded as the more correct version of the
mztter. The Cuichee letters have been consunlied with wmore care and
winoteness than formerly, and the isformation supplied by them, which
may Litherte have been overlooked, has beer embodied in tho present
Chapter. The fiest fow pages of the foilowiag chapter, in consequence of
these things, are in part retrospective, and ought perhaps to Lave taken
their place in that part of the nasrative whero the earlier portion of the
affairs of Kelat are discussed. {1} The folluwing gonealogival table of the
rolers of Kelat, copied from the work of Mr Masson, wiil save the trouble
of much explanativn aad refercrice 1—

1. Theso lctters have been roferred to in n provious chapier, ia connection
with the procecdings iu the Muarree country, ‘Lhey are of uuquestionable
authority, and their writer vow holds a kigh appointment: the revelations
they make are most meurnful and disheartening ; yot their aceuracy will, we
doubt not, be awply borne out by the papers in the archives of the Board of
Contral, as we are sure thay will be by every oiflesr it the Seimde ficld foree
u]:ho had the means of raking himself acnuainted with tho subjeeis of which
they treat.
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From this, it appears that Mehrab Khan was desconded from the younger
tranch of the family, and his successor on the thronc from the sider, yet the
anrestor of the latter bad hoen set aside by the progenitor of the farmer,
four generations back, and the legitimaey of the sucsession had never, since
the reign of Nussser IChan, been ealled in question.

At the time the British army crossed the Indus (Dee. 1838} the Kelat
durbar was {illed with councillors Lostile to their own ruler, and anxious for
an opportanity to betray him inte any difficulty which might redound to
their profit or advantage. 'The incessant misunderstandings which arose in
aur attempts at negociation scem in a considerable measure to be accounted
for by this, without imputing to the Khan a greater amount of duplieity
and cunning than might have been expected and exsused in an Asiatic chief
under the circumstances. (2)

When Mehrab Khan heard of the intention of our march npon Kelat, be
sent his son to eollect troops. This step was opposed by hie councillors,
but the ehief replied, that thongh be had given no cauvae for enmity, 2s we
proposed attacking him he wounld defend his throme. Ielat had fallen
hefore the desired levies conld he brought iato the field, and on becoming
aware of this they departed withont coming into action, {3)

The wormen of the harem had mads their escape befere the fall of the
fortress —the Deebec Gunjani, one of the widows, shortly afier claimed
tite protection of the Seinde politicals, and for 2 time resided in
Cutchee on a pension allowed her by government. She joimed Lhe
followers of her stepson, Nusacer Khan, whea the issnrrection broke oat
it June, 1840. The young Khan, a spirited and intelligent boy of fourteen
years of age, sought refuge amongst the chiefa who had been his father's
friends, and who speedily became the objects of our vengeance in conse-
quence of the hospitality exercised by them towards the faller pricce. Newaz
Khan, the destined suceessar ¢o the throne, quickly jcined the army, and
was guly invested rufer of Kelat, and vassal to the Doorannee empire,
This man, who was one of the few of onr protegees who did net re-
quite ozr kindnces with ingratitude, was ill suited for soversignty over a
people go fieree and unruly as the Beahoes, who, though aware of his being
of the royal line, conld in no shape recognise his claim of right. The
bad odour attached to him of being our protegee, and the suspicion
of his having made over to Shah Sogjah tke wmora valuable portions of
the sovercignty: besides, he himsell was unwarlike; he had 2equired no
name ot position, and had no respect amongst the chiefs. The territary wo
committed to him was not only poor and sterile, but eminently hostile. A
foan of £5000 was considered sufficient to enable hinx to set up a royal es-

2. Maszson, p. 383,
3. Cutehee Letters, No. 3,— Bombay Times, May.
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teblishment, The jewels which belonged to the women of Lis predecessor,
whick were secured by us as prize property, had bronght ws more than this.
Por repayment of the sum just named he was to make over to us the rights of
the customs along the sea-coast, which had been abandoned by the sover-
eign half a century before ; but of this more hercafter. It wasa part of
our agrsement with him that he was 1o expeet no assistance from us
te maintain him on his threse. Lientenant Loveday, a young Bengal
officer of some distinction as a Persian scholar, but beyond this emivently
ill qualified for the post sssigned him, was appointed political agent tu re-
sile at the Kelat court; he was supplied with 60 sepoys as a guard of
honour, and this, with the terror suppesed (o invest our name, was all that
was considered neseseary for sceuring the stability of the pew dynasty, and
Lo ensure the tranquiliity of eestern Belcochistan under all the changes to
which we had subjected, or wers about to subject it.

Lord Auckland is nnderstood to have beeu from the beginning averse to
the deposition of Mehrab Khan ; he left, however, an amount of power in
the haade of the peliticals which was taken advantage of. Mr Bell pointed
out with fatai aceuracy the mischief, which he himself afterwards hastencd
and aggravated, sure to ensue from the dismemberment of the empira just
about to be noticed. (4)

The valvable provinces of Sharawan, Cutchee, Harand and Drajii had
been conferred by Ahmed Shab, on the first Nusseer Khan, for service per.
formed during hiz wars with Persia. These were to be held by him 23
feudatory om the usual terms of farnishing a milttary roatingent to the
Doorannee sovereign, when required. While the monarcehy remained entire,
there was a foree of 1000 Belooeh herse furnished for the protection of
Cashmeer ; and the Kelat princes had ever been remarkable for the fidelity
with whick thoy fulfilled their obligations to the sovereign. When the Doe-
rannee empire fell to picces all semblance of allegiance disappeared. (5)
Sharawan contsing a population of about 150,000 souls : it was placed noder
charge of Captaie Bean, assistant to the envoy, snd chief political in Shawl,
Quettah, its principal town, containing abeunt 4,000 people, was maintalned i
as a strong military post from the commencement to the conclusjon of our
eonnection with the country. Cutcliee was taken charge of by Mr Bell; it
contains about 150,000 people, and is so riel and fertile that it has always
boen considered the granary of Upper Scinde. Both were transferred to the
Dooranaee empire n liou of a tribute alleged but not admitted to be due.
They weie nominally made over to ua by Shaui Socjah, and retained by

4. Letiers in Bombuay T'émes, February 13, 1841 : also Cuteheo Letters, ditto
May.
5. Journgys in Beloochistan and Afighanistan, &ec., by Chas, Masson, vol. if.
page 101—~quoted, supra page 88, chap, ii.
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us for the Jiquidation of 3 portion of his majesty’s dobis,(6) Like our other
legacies of the kind they proved unprofitable bequests, having cost us in the
conrse of the next twelvemonth, an outlay of some £300,000 1o keep them in
order.(7} The dismemberment of states is not without example in Euarope 3
but ihe precedents which history supply are not suelias moralists vefer to
with approbation, or as England would often desire to copy. The fact of
the transfer, bad as it was, was matter of small account in comparison to
the wanner of its accomplishment,

In the large province of Shawl, Jagheers (fendal estates) had been held
for many generations by influential families on military tenure, The
principsl chiefs so situated at the period of the fall of Kelat, were
Assur Khan, Rysannee ; Mahommed Khan, Shewannee ; Mahommed
Shye, Rhedeynees ; Bungoolzyrees, &e. These men had made sub-
mission to Mr Bell at Bagh, and procesded to their estates on the under-
standing, that they were to hold them on the same tenurs s here-
tofore. Their sutprise and indignation may bz imagined when they were
called upon by Captain Bean to pay rent for tireir hatherto rent-free jagheers.
This demeand was said to have greatly incensed the Governir-Geuneral, who
reproved it as at variance both with the spirit and tenor of his instructions ;
but the mischief was dene, the mandate had gone forth, and the appearance
of the revenue moonshee sent out to coilect the tribute, calied down on him-
self and his escort immediate and condign punishment : they were attacked
by Mahemmed Khan Sheewannee, pear Moostang, and slaughtered
to 3 man.(B) A lezs barbarous and martial race wonld have remoenstrated
and petitioned against the violation of the pledge made at Bagh; but
of arderly and deliberats proccedings such as these the fiery chiefs of
Shiawl knew wathing : and with azms in their hands they seught, after the

6. Cutchee lLciters.

7. Frigad of India.

8. Cutchee Lettersy, No. 5, given verbatim. Dlasson speaks of a party of 23
Sepoys being cut off at Moostung, but says they wera a portion of Lieut. Love-
day’s guard going on business to Quettah. We think the two narratives musé
velate to the same thing, and though we have referrad to the other, the Cutchee
writer is likely 1> be correst. The party accompanied Captain Bean's Moon.
shee to Moostung to gollect revenun. Oun arrival at the place, the Moonshee
sent in and oréered the chiefs to come out and make salaam to Afm ; this they
refused to do, justly saying As was not their ruler, On this the Moonshee sent
the sepoys (o briog the chiefs out : an engagement took place, and the sepoys
were driven back to the house where the Moonshee lived, which they gallanily
defended until destroyed ; this was told by a native who was present. ''he con-
tinuanee of Captain l{ean in offices and the obtaining for him a badge of tha
DLoorannes empire,-~the last that was conferred,—-is, after the repeated disap-
proval of his acts, and preofs of his incompetency, one of the numberlesa illus-
trations of Lord Auckland's chasacter. He in general judged rightly, bug
wanted the decision or nerve to put his purposes into effect. Caplain Bean
had friends in the Secrotariate, and Beloochistan was keopt twelve months ag
war on this account,



210

fashion of their race, that redress which the justice of their cause deserved,
but of which under their new rulers, it did nof, or could not, sssure them.
They flew to arms, joined their banished chiel Nusseer Xhan : thelr cange and
his became identified ; and they guickly avenged their grievances, by be.
sieging their oppressor in his stronghold. The particulars of this fa!l after-
wards to be detailed. A precess very similar to thiz was meanwbile being
pursued in Caichee, No intimation whatever was in the first place given
to the chiefs that Cutehee had been disjoined from Kelat and annexed to
the Doorannes empire, or that it had beea made over by the Shah Soojals to
the Government of India. Not only were the people never couszalted ; they
were not so much as informed ou thess points. It was left to their own 2.
gacity to discover that it was a Briton and not a Brahos who now ruled over
them. These omissions were trifling compared to the fatal mis takes which
followed, “¢ It was peculiarly unfortunate,” observes Mr Masson, ** and
what might and ought to have been avoided, that both in Beloochistan
and Affghznistan the traitors to the old order of things became the
favoured and trusted adhereots of the aew: as wmight bave been expected,
the confidence sp unwisely reposed in them was wuniformly betrayed.”
Syud Mahomed himself had besn appoeinted (by Mehrab Khan} Naib
of Dajil acd Hurrand, ¢wo provinees beyond the Murree Hills, and east
of them. These provinces he so/d to the Seikhs, and became a traitor to
his master. Had it not been for his being 2 Syud, Melirak Ehan would
have exeented him. He was koown to all as the greatest scoundrel in the
couatry.

The treason and perfidy of the Syud Mahomed Sherreef to his late mas-
fers, was, as nsual, recommendation enough to ensurs him especial marks of
our favour: and we met with the requital which those who patronize
scoundrels are entitled to look for from their protegees. This roan was
appointed, by Mr Bell, Xaib or ¢olleetor of Cutchee, and in a country not
famed for bonesty, he could scarcely have found a moredishanest or thorough-
bred rascal.{9} The territory whose supervision was committed to bis hands
otcupied 2 space of from 5000 to 6000 square miles ; zpd over tbis the Syud
beld sbsolute charge without the controul of a single European assistant.
Within a few months of the fall of Kelat, which occurred November 1839, a
Jetter was addressed to \his man by Mr Bell, diresting him to inform the chiefs
that all the jagheers wera attached, but that they would be restored to the law-
fal claimants on their appearing personally or by vakeel at Sukkur, aad prov-
tog thevalidity of their sunonuds or charters of gift from the Crown.{10} It
docs pot appear that Mr Bell was authorized by bis superiors, withount investi-

9. Cutchee Leiters, No. 3, verbat,
10, Cutchee Letters, No. 3, abridged.
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gation, to deprive the whole proprietors of a provinee of hereditary estates
even until thelr titles should be proved, When the ressure was resolved
upon, the best thing that could have been done was to make it konown by
proclamation, or in any other way which might render it most public and
notorions. Itis more than doubtful whether the Naib ever communicated
to the pacties most concerned the instructions ha received from his superior.
A fow of Lthe smaller landholders did appear at Sukknr, and had the proper
seal attached to their title deeds the rest, irritated by baviog rights ques-
tiooed by intruders which had been held undoubted under their native so-
vereign, and maddened by the exactions and insolence of Mahomed Sherresf,
shared in the discontent, and joined in the insurrection beginning in June
to make its appearance everywhere throughout the country. The revenue
from this unjust soures which reached ihe treasury, was insigrnificant even
&t its best s the frauds and extortions by the Naib were bounadless ; and in
a conntry whers Syuds are almost worshipped, be alone of bis class was sub.
ject of universal exeeration, Charges preferred againat him by Buropeans
were not so much as listened to ; his knavery was in the mouth of every na-
tive ; his accounts, when called for at length, bad to be drawn out afresh
before they could be presented ; like all the others in Cutehee, they remained
for a twelvemountl, if they remaia not still, unaudited. ¥t no such thing
was aver broached as the threat of kis removal from office. Six months af-
terwards, when the ehiefs had been driven to rebellion, and 2000 of the
peaple slain ip battle, an order was i9sued, thongh erly pactially carried in-
to effect, that all the rights which had been held valid during the late reizn
shonld be so atill; the whole gquestion in dispute being, like that of the
Murree tribute, abandoaed after we had had our fill of fighting. But we
are not yet done with the schemes which would almost seem to have been
purposely eontrived to drive the eountry to arws. The customs of Beila
have already just been referred to. This province is governed by the Jam
or chief, on a military tenure voder Kelat. From the seaport of Som-
meanea the Khan, some generations back, had received as revename half
the duties cellected-—amonnting to about £700 annually; these had, in
consequence of an intermarriage with ¢he KXelat family, been made
over to the Jam in perpetuity ; hiz other income derived from his
jagheer amounted to about as much more, So soon as Newaz Khan
was placed in power, the grant of the port duties was declared to be
vesumed ; and they were made over to us for the liguidation of the sum
of £5000 receivad in loan by the Xhan, A British officer, who was direct.
ed not to acknowledge the local aathority of the Jam, was appoiated to make
the collection. The chief appeated to the Bombay government, and thug
maaaged io have his ease brought to the notice of Lord Auckland, who cens
sured and reversed every thing that bad been done. Isfinite alarm and irri-
tation had been at first oecasioned ; but this act of the Government was
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luckily in time to save the Jam and bis tribe from joining the other insure’
gents against us,

When Nusseor Khan escaped from Kelat, on the capiore of that fori by
Sir T. Willshire, he sought refuge amongst the chiefs in Panjore: Newaz
Khan soen afterwards set out on an expedition to expel or capture him;
but thongh this was well planoed, the youth had friends who made him aware
of his danger, and 50 enabled him to escape: so that the first expedition in
the new reign was unsuceessfel. Enraged at his disappointment, the intru-
sive ruler avenged himself by plundering the tribes which had afforded his
enemy shelter, A large amonnt of speil was obtained, and the ernelties
exercised were apoken of with horror long after.(11} A second expedition
for 3 similar purpose, attended by she like resnlis, and condueted in the same
unbappy manoer, was shortly afterwards made to Noosky., The allegiance
of some disaffected chisfs was compelled before returning to the eapital. Qa
these occasions Lieatesant Loveday most unwisely accompanied the Khan
w—thus mizing himself and his government up with intestine broils in a
manner said ¢ have been highly displeasing to the Eanvoy and Minister.
Directions to desist from these thiags for the future, alone prevented further
expeditions from being engaged in. It did not seem that the son of Meh-
tab Khan had any Idea of appearing for the present in arms, er that the
chiefs intended fo do any thipz more in his favour than to afford him a
place of refuge. Such was the state of matters betwixt November 1839 and
June 1840, Lieut. Loveday appears to have oceasionaliy suffered from an
unsettied condition of mind : helived in astate of the utmost seclusion, enter-
{aining consfant apprehensions of infruders upon bis premises. Ha scems to
Lave been & dog-fancier, and to have bad with him a namber of specimens
of the fierce bull and mastiff races. These he is aaid occasionally ta have
hounded upon the populace, some of whom were worried to death. (12) To
have ferocious beasts set loose upon them, was sufficient to exasperate people
any where: it was amongst Mnssnimana a hezvy aggravation of the offence,
that these were dogs held speeially unelean by the prophet. The condauct
of the Resident appears to hava beca such as to have oceasioued excessive =
diseontent : and the evil deeds of himself and the chief, ta whose coart be had
been daputed, caused hatred and scorn to be mutually reflected on each of them.
The garrison of Quettzh had in May consisted of the Shal’s st or Royal Regi-

11. Dasson, p. 112. .

12. DMasson, p. 119. Masson’s authority on this peint we understand to
be confirmed by at least one of the political agents who had the best means
of being inforimed, We are hound to state, at the same time, that much of
what is alleged against Livutenans Loveday is belicved to have bad s origin
atnongst the Brahoes, who were glad to propagate every variety of calumny
against him, to eXeuse their owa eruel treatment of him. A camel man who
had been in the exployment of Lientenant Loveday, stated at Lheree that the
dogs destroyod one Tmall ; this wasafterwards conirmed by anative of Moostung.
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ment, commanded by Captain Grifin, the 1st Troop of the Caboot H. A,
under Lient. Cooper, and the Bolan Rangers, These were shortly reduced
by dispateh of troops to Candahar, so that by the middle of July, the forcs
was diminished te 250 infantry, 80 horss, and 3 guas. The youug prinve

Nusseer Klian was immediately summoned from his retreat to head the
malcontents, and form a rallying poeint for the tribes, ‘The Moostung insur-
pents moved straight upon the eapital. Nowaz Khan was not slow or indos
leat in endeavouring to colleet troops from amongst the villages, DPerso-
ually he was unpopular, doubly so as having been forced upon the country
by infidels and foreigners, the conduet of whose representative was enongh to
cause general dissatisfaction, Ilis treasury was empty, and his sueeess in
procuring succour commensurate with what might have been lovked fur
under a combination of circumstances so eminenily inauspicious. The in«
surgents moanwhile congidering Keluat a secure prize at aoy time when thay
might flad it most convenient to seize upon it, resolved to direct their af=
forts against Queitah, which had been nearly stripped of troops ; its entire
garrison mustering as already siated, under 400 meu. Here a large quantity
of treasure was believed to be kept, and the weakness of the force ternpt-
ed to assault. It has already been meuntioned thal when it was founl
impossible to send Captain Brown relief froms Seinde, that Captain Bean
had promised him the assistange of tie Kakur tribes, whick lad been taken
into our pay; but that this scheme had been frustrated by tlhese very stipen-
diaries turning their arws against us.{13) The Kakurs had been at the same
tinie engaged in double treaty—they wero in terms with Captain Bean to
assist in relieving the garrison at Kabna, and on treaty with the Marrees
to secure ils destruction. Trune to the latier and more congenial alliance,
the first proof they appoared to have intendad ef their sincerity was the attack
on QQuettal, where they koped to monopalize the spoil.  The eavliest agsault
ocenrred oo the 22d of June, when the insurgents were repelled with consi-
derable Joss, ‘They had taken up their quarters in a deep and narrow gorge
nive or ten miles from the British camp, into which several of them had
intraduced themselves, pretending fo bhe friends. Tlese were detained, and
in the course of the night the whole akur force, amounting to abeut 1000
men, advanced towards the town, They came on quivkly, expecting to take
the garrisnn by surprise, but were received with a discharge of grape, followed
by a brisk fire of masquetry, which dispersed them at onge. They fled te-
wards the hills, pursued by the irregular horse, who cut np a few of them.
The esemy had 20 killed, with 100 wounded and 3 prisoners: we had two se-
poys killed, with 1 gunner wounded. It was considered expedieet, however, to
abzndon the lines and place the troops within the walls until sueeour should

13. Yide ante, p. 180,
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rench from Caudakar.(14) Shoztly after this, a reinforeement arrived from
the eastward, comsisting of the left wing of the Shah's regiment, which had
been detached on duty, and 2 detachment from Xilla Abdoola, zader Lieut.
Bosanquet. Thus veinforced, a party was sent out to reconnoitre the enemy
at Moostang ; and the result was that they were considered toos formidatle
in peint of strength to be atlacked by the garrison. Iu this state maticrs
coatinued for some time: the garrison at Quettah actually cooped up within
the walls of that town for several weeks together, The assistance of Saju
Khban, a Pesheen cbief, is 2aid to have been purchased for £2,000 : he fore-
ed his way throngh the insurgent host, and brought tho effective aid of 600
horsemen to the relief of the garrison. The tribes still pressed the Invest.
ment, and bad actuslly prepared ladders for escalade, when disputes arose
amongst them as Lo the points which each individual tribe should assail.{15)
Captain Bean afterwards discovered the ladders ia camp. Lient. Cooper
was dispateched from Candahar with a troop of horse artillery to assist Cap»
tain Bean: The insurgents now perceived that all hope of a suecessful
attack on Quettah had vanizshed, and about the third week of July they
aceordingly broke up and decamped. Lieut. Jackson, with 200 Affzhan
horse sent to keep open the pasaes, had just before cut his way through their
cawp; he had arrived in 8 days fromr Candahar, 12 being in general allowed
for the mareh:, (16) ‘YWhen the tidings reached Kelat that the tribes had
retived from Quettah, it was at first conjectured that haviag been foiled,
they would for the preseni return to their homes, and defer the execution of
any purposes against the capital which they might have formed. This
conjectare proved erromeous, About the 220 Joly the issargent host
directed their steps te the seuthward. About the 23:h, they appear ts have
presented themselves before the walls of Ielat, The unwillingness to
assist Newaz Khan, was en the part of two importaut Chiefs sggravated
when their eordial aid was most to be desired. It now for the first time
transpired that the customs of Sonmesnee had been made ever to the
English, and that the estates in Cutehee, had, without any reason assigned,”
been confiscated. Thesze things have elsewhere been stated in detail. Lieut.
Loveday in this extremity andertook to interpose his authority, s6 as to

14. On referencs Lo previous chapters, it wilt be found that this untoward
event was neariy stmultaneous with the geperal risings betwixt Ghuzuie and
Candabar, and with the eariier hostilities of the Murrees againsi Capitain
Brown: sethatat Midsammer 1840, when at home Affzhanistan was represeuated
as m a state of universal tranqguillity, we bad three little wars raging in differ.
ent portions of the Daorannce empire, on the results of two of which we had
no gronnds of felicitation.

15. Masson, p. 126 —Dalki Garetls, Bombay Times, Sept. b,

16. We have found much dtliculty in making out the procise dates when
tkose evenis ocourred, Massou never gives one. The circumstanes just men-
tioned is taken from the Delhi Gazeits of the 26th Aug.
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have matters seitled according to the wishes of the malconients, who were
in this way for the time pacified.

All diligence was used to place tha garrison is a state ¢f defence; arms
and ammuoition were plentiful, but provisions unfortunately scarce. The
assailants mustered from ien to twelve hundred strong, but had prebably
not more than five hundred mateblockmen at arms, while the garrison
mustered abont a similar sumber. This is Mr Masson’s estimate, other
writers noiformly guess them higher-wat from six to eight thousand, The
artillery on the walls unhappily proved nearly unserviceable. PFor three
days irregular and desultory fring was kept up, when, on the fourth nizht,
un escalade, which had proved all but swmeeessful, fifty of the insurgents
having entered the towe, was prevented by the bravery of the reslstanee of
Lieut. Loveday’s sepoy escort. Xear and treachery had now made their
appearance amongst the garrison. Somedays werespent in froitless, and, asit
appears, pusillanimous and discreditable negociation by the British resident,
who by no persuasion could be induced to support Newaz Khan in his
motrs courageous determination to resist to the last, At length, money
and provisions having, bit by bit, been g'ven over to the enemy, the town
was taken possessiva of by permission of the rabble. Skah Newaz, indeed,
had acted with zeal, datermination, and perfect fidelity to ns throughont. (17)
The commauuication with Captain Bean bad given them no reason te hiepe
that assistance could be spared them, otherwise the defence might have
been protracted till this arsived. Yet the town had hacdly beea surrendered
when ioformation was received that Lieulepant Hammersley, with fifry of
Cliristie’s Horse, and about four hundred horsemen under Saln Xian, had
sallied out from Quettsh, in the direction of Moostung, (18) They came
up with a party of about four hundred of the insurgents, when noarly the
wlole of his cavalry refused to eharge, The Affzban chief, and British
officer, with a haandfal of the men, dashed in amongst the eneray, and killed
great umbers : the whole would bave been cut up had the troops proved
stanch. Letters had been written by Lieutenant Loveday to Ceptain Bean,
at the eatreaty of the chiefs, offering to make submissiosn, and to tontinne
at peace with the British Government, vrovided the removal of Shah

17. For the whole of this we are indebied to Mr Masson’s work, His ac-
count of the matter is unusualy obscure. Lieutenani Loveday’s servani
stated that his master beeame a prisoner on the Zo0th August, aud that the
Bruhoes immediately marched to Moostung, which they reached in three days :
this man estimates the euvemy at eight thoosand strong..—Bombay GFaz., Nov. 30,

18, Delhi Guzette, September 22, Theére cannot have been two similar
sallies by Lieutenant Hammersley. The Delki Gazelts’s intormation seems
derived from a Quettah correspondent, and appears to be correct, Yet Masson
speaks of Hammersley having 1500 or 1600 infantry aod cavalry, with horse
artillery guns. 'Fhis would have nearly exhausted the whul? Quettah garrison,
which, av this time, consziped only two weak regiments, with Coopers guns
and soms irregulars,
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Newaz, and the restoration of the son of Mehrab, was eonceded to them.
To this Caplain Bean replied by expressing his willingness o receive an
Lnvey from the insurgents, and his intention to recommend that the son of
Mehrab should be acknowledged, but insisting that a letter of submissive
allegisnce shonld be written 10 Shah Soojab. This was the roeck on
which we invariably split. The Affghan tribes would have submitted to
our direct and immediate rule with comparative williagvess: their re-
pugnance lo the Government, and their aversien to the person, of Shak
Soojaly, nothing eoculd overcome. The chiefs, on receiving this, ex-
pressed their willingness to make submission to the Lord Sahib, as they
denominated the Envoy : he was, they said, the real Sovereign of the Lw-~
pire, and to him they would pay homage in any form that might be desired
of them, however humble ¢ but the Shab’s conduet to their late ruler had
heen s¢ base and ungrateful that to him they would make no submission. {19}
Toough Kelat had for some time been in the bands of the insurgents,
Lientenant Loveday and Mr Masson were left at liberty, though elosely
watehei, and their departare prevented. The Resident at this juacture un~
fortunately wrote to Captain Bean, recommending lim to sead four hun—
idred horse to their relief, and ipstructing them in what manner their
services would be most effective.  The messenger proved Lreacherons,
and the impradent note was at once conveyed to the chiefz:, who
next might required Loveday to repair fo the citadel to pay lis res-
pecis to the young ruler. No escort was sent to eonduct him, and
it was impossible for him to have made his way through the infuriated mul-
titnde withont danger, so the request was not complied with. Next vight a
shacp fire was epened on the resideney, which was returned with interest
Ly the sepor guard, three of whose namber naohappily fll. The mus-
guetey speedily silenced the watehloeks of the enemy, and probably did
congiderable sxecution, The sepoys at length began o desere, and the
Brahoes making their way into ihe bunilding, longer resistance became fu-
tile. Lieatepant Loveday and Mr Masson being conducted to (he durbar,
wers severely reproached by the Darogah, Ghool Mabommed; by the
others they were received more civilly 4 but were speedily afier placed in close
confinement in a very loathsome apartment, The residency was completely
plondered, and the whole property it ecntzined appropriated by the multi-
tude, From this tilt abont the 20th of Angust, (20} varions unsatisfactory
interviews appear to have taken place betwizt the prisoners and insurgent

19. Masson, p 192,

20. Magson as usual loaves us entirely in the dark as to dates. From other
sources it appears that Kelat was taken possession of on the 20th July, and that
the insurgents reached Moostung, x distacge of 90 miles, about the 22d Avgust.
Lieut, Loveday’s servant declared the 20th Angust was the day on which his
magier beeame prisoner: he had been vequested to recellect it
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leaders, chiefly with a view of srranging negoctations for peace with the po-
litical agent for Shawi. It was at length resolved that they should move
in a body te Moostung, 25 miles fram Quettah, with a view of endeavouring
to promote peaccful negotiations, by heing in the neighbourhood of Captain
Bean. Irom this they were earnestly, but in vain, warned by Mr Masson 3
fresh troops were known to be on their way from Candabar; the ingargent
followers were disorderly snd inttactable, and the villages sure to suffer at
their hands; and the approach to the British camp seemed now the most
likely thing that eould be devised to prevoke collision. Towards the con.
clusion of the march, letters were received frora Capt. Bean, zud the Brahoes
fearing that Lieut. Loveday might attempt to mske bis escape, had him loaded
with fetters and chained to a tent pole. Arriving at Moost ung, Mr Masson
aud he were placed in close conficement, with a numerous guard set to watch
over them. Negociation was agein renewad, and it is said that Captais
Bean promised to procare the restoration of the young chief to his father's
throne ; he was to hold nuder the Shah Soojah ; znd though Sharzwan and
Cutchee were not immediately to be rastored, composition was spoken of. (21}
Theze were as conciliatory and reazenable torms as counld have been desired
—more so than might have been expected. A private leiter to Nusseer
Khan himself, accompauying this, Is said to have occasioned great indigna-
tion amongst the insurgent leaders. By this it was insisted that the Khan
should immediately surrender Kelat--that he shonld procead to Candahar to
make lis obeisanca to the S8hah—and that after that he should dv whatever
was required of him. ©On zuch conditions were his elaims o acknowledgment
to mect with consideration. On these points Mr Masson is our sole anthority ;
and incredible as his statemeonts may appear, the most extraordinary nature of
the proceedings was in no shape out of keeping with most of our political
trangactions beyond the Indas in the years 1840 and 184). 1t was at length
determined thiat a messenger shounid Le sent with powers to see what eould be
effecied in the way of personal trealy, and Mr Masson was selected as the
party best suited for this purpose. The negociations appear to have ocen.
pied abont three weeks in all; and sbout the 21st of September the travel-
ler was dispatched, at the reguest of Lieutenant Loveday, as ambassador
to Queitaly, to arrange the terms of peace, when he was isomediatsly placed
under arrest by Captain Beau, on suspicion or nuing a Russian sey ](22)
It must here be remarked in passing, that the Russophobia which twa
years before appeared to have blinded the nnderstandings of the Teheran
atd Cabool issions, hiad not whnlly, though it had in a considerabla mea«

28. Masson, p. 244,

22. 1a a letter from Mr Masson in the Bombay Times of 14th Nov. 1840, we
find gopics of letters betwixe bit and Capiain Bean of the 25th and 26th Sep-
tember. These seem to have been written a few days after his arrival, which
probably was about the 21st, as mentioned in the text.

E1
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sure, passed away. Even the better-informed and mare able of the politicals,
who in 1837 and 1838 aclually raved about Russia, and saw an emissary or
a spy in every ragamuffian who did not choose to give zn aceount of him-
golf, or who desired to play upon heir fears, still wrote of the advazce on
Khiva, and of the dangers of intrigue at Herat, as thisgs for which the Bri~
tish empire had cause to tremble. The printed papers on these subjects
beiray mueh fatile fear and anxziety, totally unwarranted by any thing set
forth by thase affected by it.

The disease which bad nearly exhansted itself in the gquarter where it
first broke out, now made its appearance and spread amongst the weaker
minded of the politicals scattered everywhere over the country. That which
in 1837 and 1838 affected the solid and clear nederstandings of such men s
Sir John McNeil and Sir Alexander Burnes, in 1840 totally upset the
addled brains of such weak-minded persons zs Lieutenant Loveday and Cap-
fain Bean, who seemed to imagine that there wag something in discevering,
ot even-in suspecting, Russian intrigne, which allied them, if only in theis
frailtier, with the more eminent individuals with whom they were now as-
sociated.

The possession of the mast unlimited amount of abselute and irresponsible
power in an enem)'s country seeras besides to have turned the heads of
wany of the younger politicals, whose frezks and ecaprices in the tyran-
naus exercise of the autbority so unwisely committed to them might readily
seem incredible, were our informatien on the subject ene whit less copions or
authentie thag it really is. These matters will develape themseives by and bye;
what has besn said may bs encugh to assist us at all events, in acecounting
for the conduct of Captain Bean—a singularly weak-minded, confosed, will-
ful, and eapricious man, who appeared to the end incapable of comprebenda
ing the absurdity he bad committed,

The grounds on which Mr Masson was put under restraint wero some
mysterious and discreditable leiters written by Lieutensnt Loveday—but
afterwards explained away by the writer,—wha stated that the conduct of
the imagined spy during the siege had been °‘ noble,” and that no suspicien
any longer attached to him ;—and a letter from Major Qutram, intimating that
200 Brahoes had agsembled in Kejin favour of Nusseer Khas, with whom Capt.
Bean had most unaceountably suspected Mr Masson of being connected,
Major Qutram, the moment he discovered the use that had been made of his
letter, hastened to digclaim all suspicion—declaring that nothing was farther
from his thoughts than to dream of Russian emissaries. Notwithstanding this
the captive was detained far a period of four months in dorance, until repeated
references had been made, first to the Envoy, and finally to the Governor-
General.

No more unpardovable sin could in those days be commiited than for a
stranger--who might, perhaps, make disclosures of mismanagement—to in-



219

trude himself into the region of ths misrala of the young politicals. Sir W,
Macnaghien had too recently been a close correspondent with Mr Masson
(July 1838), acd knew his character too well to sympathise with the suspi-
gions of Captain Bean,—while, at Caleutla, the whole affair must bave
seemed absolutely ludierous, His answer to Mr Masson {10th Oect. 1840}
is as absurd au one as counld well be supposod, He stated that he did antho-
rize Captain Bean to detaln him until the pleasure of the Governor-General
shonld be ascertained as to his being permitted $o prozecute his travels in
eouantries subject to the crown of Caboul, seeing that be was without per-
mission o do a0, either from the Shah Soojsh or the British goverament |
The Envoy had all along insisted, when any pacticular act of wrong was
perpotrated by the Shah ou his subjects, that he was an independent prince
with whom we had no right to iaterfere :—yet here it is assumed that ne
traveller could enter the states sabsidiary to the Doorannee empire without
permission of the British government! Alrmed Shal himself would sever
have dreamt that he had power to exclade travellers from Cabool in the most
palmy days of bis authority—much more from distant subsidiary states,which
scarcely acknowledged allegiance tehim. The arrozance, as well as the ab-
aurdity, of the Envoy's claim, was characteristic of the peliticals of the time,
The infirmity of Lord Aveklaadwwhich was the bane of his foreign policy
threngbout—was his want of decision of character and determination imme-
mediately to put down what was wrong in the conduect of a public servant. In~
stead of pursuing the dignified course of censuring the Shawl political, and
ordering the imniediate liberation of the wrongfully suspested spy, the matter
was referred to Mr Ross Bell,—who, whatever might be his other frailties,
was neither chargeable with fear of responsibility, want of taleat, nor deficiency
in decision: Alr Bell, on examining into the facte, 525 4t once the enormity
of the blunder that had bees committed, and the ridicule te which it exposed
its authors and abettors. Mrc Madson was so perfectly well known to the
leading politicals and literary wen whe had been in any way concerned
in the affuirs of Affghanisian, his habits and pursuits so familiar to the
literary world, and his journey from Kurrachee to Kelat iz April and May
so absolutely void of mystery or zuspicios, that it reguired an amouat of per-
verseness of perception to extor! from it a charge, such as was scarcely cre-
dible gven in the political agent of Shawl. The traveller was ordered to be -
liberated without delay, and te be permitted to proceed ou his way wherever
he thought fit: a guard being furnished him should ke desire to proeced to
Kelat or Seinde, He choss the latter route, snd pursued lis journey to
Bombay, where he resided for many months, and thence departed for Eng-
land, On the 13th September, thse following reinfercernents reached Quettah
from Candahar—the Shal’s 2d ivfantry, the 43d Bengal N. L., 100 Sowars
of the st cavalry, avd two of the Shak's guns ; afew days afterwards General
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Nett joined with the light company of the Bengal 42d N. L., and 80 of the
4th local horse, raising the furee (o nearly 8000 wen of all arms. The Be-
loochees having waited for a considerabls time in expeetation of the arrival
of their messenger, at lengih to their astonishment discovered the mizhap
that had so unexpectedly befallen him. A letter received from Capt. Bean
£0 incensed the chiefs that they resolved at first to kill Lieut, Loveday on
the rpot 5 but speediiy changed their purpose, determining instead to be
revenged on us by plundering Cutchee, and attacking our troops whensver
they could be taken at a disadvaniage: they moved their camp from
Meoostung, and proceeded through the Bolan Pass, determined to inflict as
much injury vpon us as they were able,

These wishaps at Kelat and 2t Kabur eceurring almost simultanesusly,
eonvineed the authorities of the necessity of immediately dispatching large
reinforcements to Scinde. The 6th N. I. was ordered to start from Deesa
and march by Nugger Parkar, through the sands to Omereote. Captain
Del Hoste was directed to taks charze of this regiment in its journey across
the desert. Ha was left without any directions, save thai he shoald take
his own way and econduet the marelh with as mueh speed and as little risk
as possible : gavernment felt the fullest gonfidence in his competence for
the task. The couniry was then alinost entirely unknewn; for nearly 100
miles neitiier villages nor inhabitants were to be fonnd, The heat was
most iniense, the ppad difficalt, and water there was none. With all these
obgtacies to contend with, they reached Sakkur in safery under the abie
pilotage of the yrailant and distinguished officer who had undertaken to guide
tltem, ‘Ehe 8th, 21st, and 25th were dispatched frem Bombay. Betwixt
the 27tk January and 19th December 1810, in fact, a force of nearly 6,000
men left the Weslern Presideney for Kurrachee, in addition to those moved
frow the apper provinees ; so that a Jurger reguler army was fouad cssen-
tial to keep the peace betwixt Quettah and Ierrachee, within a twelve-
month of Lord Keane’s return through the Punjaub, than had been thought
necessary for the capture of Candaliar, GlLuznie, aud Cabool.(23) At this.

23, The following abstract of the nember of troops dispatehed from Bombay
within the period referred te, is from tho retarns of the Comumissary Genoral’s
Otfice 1-—

Dute gf Names of Feuels. Officera, Troope:
Depariure,

1840 Ear. Nat. E. & N.
27th Jany. Ship Hannal. e eesvee tenpsernnsnssansancassan-. 10 [1] 176
1st March DG aceine 403 Saranevres 448 s0as vospansryson & 1 273
24th ditio  Bhip Resolutiow ve tvon v vorvanramsciconancasn 1 0 72
18th Aungt. Btesner Becsnite « viv carn crvrerane rvtrrenr tas i 3 227

Ditio LIeCDatlB.u iy ssm s o { ] 3 225

Ditte Barque Benares.. 2 2 38
220d Augt, Brig Palinures ... @ 2 63
99th ditto Steamer Berenice..... crere 6 4 272
2pd Scpt. . Cleopatra.. » vetrmies aear 8 & 343
10t ditto Barque Beoares.... .. P 3 164
11t ditte Ship Chacles Forbes....... v eatra . 13 v 442
2186 ditto Sreamer Hugh LIodSa¥..ivsniismininarancianm & 0 158
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time, 10,000 eamels, at the cost of upwards of £80,000, were ordered to
be purchased for the use of the army in Scinde,

The insurgents had threatenad Lheree, then very weakly garrisoned.
In ths 2d week of Qotober they had assembled in some foree at Khunda.

On the 14th October a detachment, consisting of Captain Curtis’s Irre-
gular Horse, with a wing of H. M.z 40th, reached Kundah. Information
having been received immediately on their arrival, that the Brahoes were
approaching with the view of plundering the town, sccompanied by a large
runaber of camels to carry away the spail, ihe horse were instantly sent up-
on their track. But though on foot and carefully gnarding their camels,
the insurgents for some time succeeded in keeping the sowars at bay,
amongat some close thick jowarces jungle, from which they fired their
matchlocks on scouts and recomnoiterers, The Irregular Horse were led
on by Captain Curtis and Lieut. Pastans, assistant Political Agent
in Scinde, but the enemy retired too rapidly to permit the lafantry
to overtake them in the tangled ground they had now reached. OQar
horsemen behaved most gallantly, and the enemy defended themaselves wilk
desperation as they retired. Oae hundred and forty are said to lLave been
killed, and 84 camels were eaptured from them. Our easualtios amounted
te two killed and three wonnded.(24) Arcund Bagh, where a delachment
of the 5th .1, was stationed, the same system of universal plunder appeared
te have been practised. REarly in Octaber the Head-quarters of the 234
N. I. were ordered to proceed as a reinforcement from Shikarpore. Aboat
the 24th, Lieut. Vardon having been out with a party of Beloochee auxiw
liary horse, met a strong detacinent of Brahioes about 20 miles from Bagh :
he immediately attacked, and, after a sharp encounter, defeated thent, eap-
turing 1100 bead of eatile, and leaving 25 of their people dead upen the field,
Reinforeements in light detachments were now pressing upwards wizh all
dispatch from Sukkur te the disturbed regions along the base ¢f the moun.
taina, Major Boscawen with a wing of H.M.'s 40th, the wholeof the Ben-

27th Sept, Steamier Se8rifas. s vessencaons 121

Diito . CleopabrBas vemssirrre a1 12

Bth  Oct, ” Z2nobit. . o .- pess 1 40
1ach ditte " Cleapsira. .. oo es {9 255
15th ditto " Hugh Lindsay 1 a8
23rd ditto v Zenobise. ... 2] 47
25th 9ect. " CleoPaira . cure  srs « soraaovsn 16 [ a1
1t Dov. . Bugh LIBGEAY.. serasssrvrer area snmsrses 4 LY
4th Nov. - Zonohlee rrvanvarsrnoner s i 4550
24th ditto » Zenobiz.iiiasccetnirnnrineiren . B 125
19th Doe. P .1 T TX TTT PR TP PR 2 307

Total © 1s0 56 5368

24. Bombny Gazetée,Nov.9; Bombay Times, Dec 2. The latter paper states
{hat this oceurred at Kolrah, and the detachment was that of Major Roscawen,
i.e. wing of f1.M.'s 40th, Bengal 38th, and Pooaah Horse ; and that the action
vecurred on the 18th, The two are agreed as to the goneral results, cagualtios,
&e.
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gal 33th, and some guns and irregular horse, left Shikarpore on the 151k
Qctober, and directed his march towards Kotra; while the Bombay 25th
N. I. wero sent ta watch the opening of the Moolah Pass to prevent the Bra-
hoes from plundering the country. The latter regiment was on its way
from Kurrachee, and was joined by the right wing at Latkhanah, and thence
procesded across the desert in the direction of Gundava, On ils march
the 25th experienced proofs, which they were scarcely prepared for, of the
andacity and expertness in ihe art of thieving of the people into whouse
eonntry they were advaneing. One night about 11 o’clock, a party of marau-
ders cama quickly down on the advanciag foree, under cover of some jungle,
and mixing themaselves up amoagst the begrage-camels in the rear, succeed -
ed in carrying off six of them with their loads before anything wrong was
suspected. A ery from the camel men made the officer aware of the acei-~
dent, when the Grenadier company, under Lieuts, Jackson and Phayre, wera
ordered back to search the jungle, Their offorts were in vain : they reco~
vered nothingy aud only exposed themselves to further risk inthe darkness and
confusion. (25) About 10 o'clock in the morning, shortly after this, a party of
30 horsemen galtloped at speed upon a number of camels feedisg about a mile
from camp, and, before any alarm eould be given, or assistance affurded, they
hanmstrung six aad carried off two of them, and then made good their retreat.
They were purswed three or four wiles but in vain; & sepay managed to
ghoat one of the horses, but the rider escaped. The detachwent joined Major
Boscawen on thia 31at October. The enemy continned Lo ravage the country
and sack and burn the villages on the whole line of the advance, Conegeal-
ing themsclves from our troops during the day, they prowled abroad so soon
as darkness set in, and spread devastation everywhare,

Thedetachment already detailed had reached Gundavaunder theabove officer
a week before (23d Ostober,) but unfortunately toe late to save it from total
sack, aod the demolition of all the property contained ia it. ** The most de-
termined desire of destruetion,” says an officer of the force, writing from the
spot(26) © seems to have influenced the rebels in their attack ; they levelled .
and burot that which they could not carry away; the valus of the property
destroyed is about 8} lakhs (£33,000 Sterling). The houses of the Hin-
doos had been fired, aud the rich and thriving Guadava presented a generai
seene of misery aml desolation.”  The advanee of our treaps was a signal
for the cnemy to retire; they fell back on Kotra, which they threatened
with a similar fate to that which they had inflicted on Gundava ;3 but,
furtunately, it was saved. This was the natural but BSerce vengeance the
Brahoes took on the estates of which they had jnst before been so iniqui~

25. Letter from an officer of the 25th N.L ; Bomday Fimes, Nov, 21.
26, Letter from upper Scinde ; Bosbay Times, Nov. 11,
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tously deptived byus. We had stripped them of their heritage without
cause, and they resolved our plunder should not profit us,

Oun the 28tk Qetober, the Brahoes, amounting to betwixt 4360 and 5000
men, emerged from the Bolan Pass under Nusseer Khar, and took up a
position two miles to the south of the mouth of the defile, near the en.
trenched camp at Dadur. The force in camp numbered about 575—200
of the 5th, and 225 of the 23d N.I., commanded by Captain Watkins of the
latter corps, and 120 of the Beogal Loeal Horse. Os the 28th, they ade
vanged to the attack at first steadily and slowly, increasing their speed as
they drew near, and raising & shout as they prepared to charge. A fire of
round shot and sheapnell was opened upen them from the guas on the
entrenchments so soon as they got within range. Undaunted: by the de~
struction this caused amongst their ranks, they divided their foree into two
parties—one advancing aloag the front, the other movieg to the right
and rear of the breastework, The first of the attacking parties proceeded to
a position where the wliole detachment of Logal Ilorse was stationed ; they
were gallantly charged and repulsed by the Sowars, leaving about 40 dead
upen the field. Lieut. M*Pherson, 43d Regt. B.N.I, who headed the chargo,
was wounded, ag alse were20 of his men—one only was killed, While this
was passing, Captain Heath of the 5th plied the enemy so hntly with
grape that they retired beyood raoge, ensconcing themselves in a mud village
about half a mile off. About snnset, however, they again formed and ad.
vanced, taking up a position on the left of the Sowar lives, from which they
eould not be dislodged, F¥rom this they kept up a desultory fire of mnatche
locks, whish was replied to during the ocariier portion of the night from
the breast-worksz 2nd fortified summil of the commiszariat store room.,
About 2 p. m, they onee more advanced in line to aliack the bresst-work,
but wers repulsed with heavy loss—one of their chiefs having fallen.
Nothing daunted by these successive checks, and once more reinforeed
to a strength ot full 5700, they, on the 8Ist QOectober, advanced on the
breast-wark, about 3 o’clock in the afternoom, They pressed on in two
divisions, the cpe headed by the younzg Khan with his standard dis-
played: and took up a position about 200 yards from the breast-work.
Having been compelled by the fire of grape and shrapuell to retire from
this, abont 1000 of them made for the town of Dadur, where they were at
once admitted by the Beloochee inhabitants. The population of the town,
which is surrounded by a thick mud wall, and snrmounted by a strong
citadel, amounta te about 2000, The Hindoa, that is the wealthier, portion
of them, were plundered and m slireated, and the part of the town which
they occopied sacked before our eyes. The fortified eamp had been con—
stracted two miles from the fort to prevent eallision with the inhabitants, and
avoid the filth and aunoyance from which, in the neighbourhood of Indian
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towns, our troops snffler.  The remainder of the enemy having, about 6 r. m.,
taken np a position in the compound where the Bengal Horse were posted,
were driven from this by our artillery, and as night drew on retired towards
Dadur, Lieutenants M*Pherson and Cartwright were wounded, 3 men were
kiiled, and 30 wounded. (27} The fighting seens to have been very severe,
and 150 of the ecemy are said to bave fallen. Scarcely had the above
gallant serles of encounters closed, when a wing of H., M.'s 40th aad the
Bengal 88tk N. I. arrived at Dadur, [thas been meationed that Nusseer han,
with the foree of the strength focmerly noticed, wis encamped neargthe
mouth of the Bolan Pass, four miles off, Jetermined, apparently, to make
ancther attack on the town or fleld works. Every preparation was made for
their reception—but as they did not seen disposed to attack us with se much
alacrity as was desired, on the 3d November Major Boscawes, with the
whole of the reinforcement just named, two guns, sod the regular cavalry,

proceeded in quest of them. The DBrahoes hearing of his approach, re-
tired rapidiy up the Pass, leaving their camp slaading. Owisg to the
extreme difficulty of the rosd, pursuit was impoesible, s¢ that they escaped
for the present, Their camp, containing the jewala of the young chief,
with property of the value of £1000, was taken possession of. Lieutenant

Loveday was found murdered, as was supposed by some of the chiefs: the
erime appeared to have been perpetrated by a horse-keeper, who, when he
found thas the poor prisoner who had for two menths been drazged along
with them must be left behind and fall into the hands of friends, re-
turned and nearly severed his bead from his bedy. He was found heavily
itoned, and nearly naked, chained to a kajawa or eamel chair. His body
spowed much bruised ; and it is to be feared that, from the time ths tribes
left Queitah, his sufferings must have been extreme, The loss of the enemy
in these varions encounters is estimated at from 150 to 400 men—autho-
rities writing from: the spot being in the last degree discrepant on this point
—3800 may perhaps be prelty near the mark : 70 are sald to have fallen vn
the 20th, 150 oa the 3lst Qet,, and 80 on the st Nov.: the casuzlties on
the ofher days pol being menlioned, :

The Bralioes, immediately after this, appear, for a time, to have despaired ;
and Nusseer fihan, with his step-dame, and several of the chiefs, having
separaled themeelves from the rest, were left to wander in the Bolan Pass
almost without a follower.

Meanwhile Genoral Nott started from Quettah with a strong detach-
ment to recover Kelat: he enconntered no resistance, sand, when he ar-
rived under the walls, found that the towp bad been vacsted four
days before. Fle accordingly took possession on the 2d November, and feft
Lieut,-Colanel Stacy, with the Beugal 43d, to maintain the now tenantless

27. Letter from an offiger at Dadwr ; Bombay Times, Dec. 55 1840,
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garrison.  Mr Bell was undetstood to have been dissatisfled with General
Noti’s advance, wishing probably to let the affairs of Kelat settle down of
themselves, and desirous to observe the effect of a little quiescence and
noun-interference. At this time & strong and general disposition began to be
expressed to make peace with the Brahoe chief- The various charges against
his father began to be proved unfounded : and even had they been othorwise,
Lis life had paid the penslty of his errors, Neither Nusseer Khan, nor his
stepmeother, the life and soul of the josurrection, were in any way implicated
in the more violeni procesdings of the tribes. The facility with which Ne-
waz Khan, who had now passed throvgh Seinde towards Hydrabad, had been
discarded, elearly proved that he had no hold on the affections of the psople;
while it was equally apparent that no advantage whatever was to be gained
by maiptaining a detested ruler amongst a race at once needy, warlike,
and revengefnl. Tha Vazeer of Helat, who had been detained sinee its
capture the preceding November, a prisoner at Bukkor, was zet at liberty,
and it was poderstood to be the wish of Shah Soojah himself, as well as
the Envoy, and Governor-General, that submission shonld drat be obtaized,
when the Ilhanite would be restored to the rightful heir. These humane
and prudent wishes appear to have begn marred by the mismanagement of
the political agents ; and the Brahoes had now no longer any faith in our
professicns of friendship and forbearance.

On the death of Brigadier Stevenson oun the 9th of Acgust, Genl. Brooks
had been nomisated to the eommand in Scinde ; and Colooel Valiant, K. H., of
Her Majesty’s 40th, tendered his services to (Government, which were
aocepted of, and he appointed to the eommand of a brigade. These
officers, together with Major Holland, deputy gquarter-maater-general,
left Bombay on the 15th of October, as soon as the state of the weather
wotld permit, and, baving reached Kurrachee by ses, arrived at Suk-
kor oo the lst November, The force in the feld between Kurrachee
and Quettzh at this time amouvated to nearly 10,000 men, and immediate
preparations were mada for moving a very strong detachment towards
Quettah, It was said that the iatelligence from Herat was such that the
Scinde politicals were determined to marok a foree towards the Persian fron~
tier. This, as it appears from the papers published by Parliament in 1343,
was without the cognizance of the Bengal government, whose severe dis-
pleasure was expressed ag goon as they became aware of what was Intended
to be attempiled. The posts along the foot of the moustaies biad all beer
strengthened, the viilages were mostly destroyed, and the efforts of the
enemy to annoy us seemed to have slackened, partly from haviog suffered so
severely at our hands, and in part because they bad already sccomplished
nesrly all {be mischief they could infliet upon us.

F1
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Lientenant-Colonel Marshall having taken command of the Brigade
now assembled near Kotra, consisting of the 25tk N. I., with detachments
of the 20d Grenadiers and 2iat N. L., with details of the 5th and 6th
companies of light artillery and itregular horse, on the 26th Nov. pro-
eeeded withoat delay to take active measures againat the insurgents, Hav-
ing learnt that Nusseer Khan was ia strong force withim six miles of his
eamp, he went out with a reconncitericg party lo satisfy limself on the
subjest. He started at 3 ia the morning with 250 men wunder Capt.
Teasdale, a compauy of the 2nd Grenadiers 100 sirong, wnder Capt. Boyd,
i gun, and 20 irregular horse. (28} One of their objects was to oseupy
the pass, and prevent the insurgents from escaping in that diregtion. Having
by 6 o'clock threaded the gerge and ascended the hill, with I guo and 250
irregulars, he at 2 discovered the enemy in great slremgth, ocenpying
a difficult position commandisz the estrance inte the body of the hills.
Our troops took up a station 500 yards from tbem, when Nusseer Khan
sent a message expressive of his anxiety for peace. ‘I gave bim,” says
Colonel Marshall, from whose despaich our extract is taken, ** one hour to
decide finally [the gallant officer does not state what he was to decide
upon ; he had before expressed his anxiety for peses without cosdition]
before I opened fire; at the same time I immediately sent and ordered
Capt. Teasdale to join us with his horse as guickly as possible, as I saw I
was too weak fo diglodge them should the Ilhan decide on fighting. The
rasesls opened fire on us from the hills for more than threo-guarters of an
hour, but did no harm. I would wot allow a shot to be fired in return uetil
the hour had expired, as I thonght it might defeat the ebject Mr. Bell had
in view of the Khan coming into camp fo make terms of peace.” At the
expiration of the howr the Khan sent by his Vizier a letter with his seal
affixed, stating that within a few days he wonld disband his followers, and
proceed to Mr, Bell to make submission, with an assurance that he wonld
not again be eut off from Col. Marshall’s camp. On receipt of this Col.
Marshall withdrew his troops and returged to camp, Mabomed Husseid, a
native in our employ as a spy, having next day (Nov. 27) stated that the
Khan was destitute of provisions and of the means of making his way to
Shikarpore, Col. Marshall advanced bim ropeez 2000 (£200) to overcome
the difficolty. This man kad been the minister of Mehrab Khaa, and was
taken prisoner by us and detained at Bukkur; he was now deputed as
ambassador from Mr Bell, in negotiating a treaty not meast to be ful-
filled] The letters detailing {hese things are dated the 27th and 28th,
and eould not have reached General Brooks before the 31st November.
‘While arrangements for peace were thus being proceeded with betwsen the

ﬁapcé)‘lunel Marshall’s letter to General Brooks, November 27th and 28t
snd P.
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British commander and insurgent force, a peremplory order was forwarded
by General Brooks from Sukkur to attack the enemy without delay, The
letter is dated the 27th, and must have been written without cognizance of
the requests of tbe Khan, Colonel Marshall being then 150 miles from Suk-
kur.(28)

. 29. The lotter iz from Major Holland, Deputy Quarter-Master General, and
is of sufficient importance to be subjoined entire ;—
Deputy Quarter-Master General's Ofice;, Camp Sukkur, 216k November, 1840.
818,—I st directed by Major.General Brooks, commanding the Field Army,
to acquaint you that, by information received from Sehun Lal, the native agent
at Kotria, it appeara that a body of insurgent Brahoes, smounting to sbout 1200
saen, located at the entrance of this Pass nok more thea 8 miles from your post,
hive been tulled into funcied security by our apparent inactivity.

2, .This state of affairs leads the Major-General, io communicatien with the
Paolitieal Agent, to cossider that an attack judiciously planned, and with the
utmost seoresy snd caution, will ecable you, without f2il, te cut wp and destrey
this body ; sad with this view I am to give you the following informatien.

3. The enclosed Persian Jetter from Air, Ross Bell o Sehun Lal, contains thas
gentleman's instruetions to him to place himself nnder your orders, for Lhe purgose
abave mentioned, to furnish yon with guides, to aceompany you in person, and o
precure and furnishh you the moat speeifie infoewation ss to the position oscupied
by the Bratiges,—whether on the height, in the hollew, or in the defile, and their

seate and numbers 3 in order (o euable you to convoct your plaas for surprisiag
them. w

4. You will send for Sehun Lal, and deliver the encloaed letter ts bim—ne
obaer person being present, directing him, after he hasread and made known its
conteats Lo yom,to deliter it into your keeping: you will then arrange your
plans with him—placiag the most implicit reliance on his good feith.

5. Yuuare notto communicate the subject of this letter to any aneyas the
whale successoftiia plsn depends on the most profound seeresy being abserved ;
and you will 2adeavour, in preparing yout traops, to do s¢ iu such maonac as to
give riseto no suspicions of your objects,

6. You will feave 200 men, under the command of a steady intelligent officer,
in your camp ; and you will take with you the remainder of your infastry,and all
your cavalry ; and so arrsnge youe mateh as to fall on the enemy ar day-break.

. You will take no fents or baggage of any kind : the men to carry oo meal
in their havresagks, and to Al their canteeas ; their pouches are to be well supplied
with cartridgea,

8. Youare oo no account to advance more than one day’s march from your
eamp : you wilt pay pariicular attention 1o the guides ; they are to be well treated, but
elesely watshied, and in case of treachery put to death ou thespet ; aud you will
take care chat, if there is the least cause for anspicion, they shafl not escape you.

8. Iu conclusion, I am directed to repeat, that nothing but the mosth complete
2éeresy, as to your planz and intentions, can give yon success,—and the Major-
General enjoing this abave all things: even your officers should not know yeur
inteations till you sre close to ibe Pass, Yon will, of course, grant quarier to
those who sarrender, {Signed)  Javges Horrawp, Mujor,

Dep. QroMr. Genl, of the Ariny.

P. 8.—Nusseer Khau’s position is stated by Sehun Lal to be ea the Koiria side
of Peer Chutta, The latter pluce is 123 miles from Kotria, and the road to it is
goud. The oext march within the bills is Kuttur Kahun, distant 8 miles, and the
road to it leads through a defile, and is very difeult the whole way: 1 would
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‘When the order to attack the insurgents reached Col. Marshall, he was
no Ionger at war with the Brahoes, who Dlad sned for peace on cerfain
terms, which, so far as wasknown to the contrary, they intended faithfully to
fulil, Thedays graoted to Nusseer Khan to disperse his followers, and pro.
ceed Lo aurrender bimself to Mr, Bell, had not yet expired ; and theve is no-
thing anywhere set down which authorises tha belief that the ohicf designed
1o break bis word, A pew sttack by Col, Masshall after he had drawn off
his troops on the 26th, and advanced money for friendly purposes to the
Kban on the 27th, without additional provocation or gromnds for the
suspicion of had faith, was as distinet a breach of truce, and as flagrant a
violalion of the spirit of the treaty just entered on, as was the attack of the
Affghans on the retiring army of General Elphinstone in January 1842,
These were points, however, on whicli the Scinde politicals of 1840 felt no
hegitation ; in reference to which afier they were over they appear neither
to have experienced compunction or drawa down censure from their supe-
riors. It was said that information had been received that strong reinforce-
ments were expected by the insurgents,-~three parties of Brahces, one of
8000, one of 5000, and one of 2000 rwen! Had such a fores as this been
in existence, the defeat of 3000 at Kotra was unlikely to have ensnred us
peace {rom so determized a foe. The romour was probably got up by a
pative spy with a view of bringing o an action. . These gentry throve well
on their country’s disorders.

Agrecably to the instructions confaived in the despateh of General
Brooks, which lad besn forwarded express by bis aide-de-camp, Capi.
Smith, {30) Col, Marshall with the main body of the ferce, consisting of
900 raen, of the 2nd Grenadiers, the 21st and 25th N. L., with 60 irregular
horse apdl two guns, started shortly after midnight, and proceeded straight
for the enemy’s camp, a distance of about six miles. The Brahces, appareatly
confiding in the truce entered on two days before, were taken completely by

herefore advise, that should Nusseer Ehaw’s position have been chezoged since
last agesunts, and e be on the Kshon or Kuitur side of Peer Chufiab, although
ouly a mile, the inavement of the detachment should be suspended. -
{Signed) G. Beooxs.
J. Hoziaxp,
Mahomed Hussein, stated in the text 3s a spy, was no other than the ex«
prime minister of Kelat, who had just before been released from prison by Mr
Bell, and sent as an ambassador to Nusseer Khan, to treat with him for sur-
yender | The order directing Celonel Marshall to attack the Brahoes was ap-
proved of by Mr Bell, and written in his house ! . .
30, Lieuntenant Smith of tho Bengal 16th N. L—This zealcus and aciive
offieer left Sukkur at 2 o'clock on the 28th of Devember, aud although his
progress was greatly impeded by falling in with a large body of the enemy's
cavalry, who followed and fired ‘on him for several miles, he reached Colonel
Marsisall’s eamp on the merning of the 30th; completing a journey of 150
miles in 38 hours. 'the accounts of tho whole ot thus atfuir are taken almost
unaltercd from the despatches.
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surprise. Capt. Teasdale of the 25th, made a detour of 21 miles by Peer
Chnetta, with 500 men, aud 50 took the coemy in the rear and cut off his
retreat, Capt, Eonis with 200 men pushed over a portien of extremely
difficult ground, apd 50 oulflanked them and drove them back upon our
guns ; by which means many were slain, and 180 wers takeo prisoners.

The resistance of the insurgents wasmost determined : they numbered betwixi
3000 and 4000 men ; their position was strong, and they disputed every inch
of ground. Nothing conld have exceeded the eourage and conduct of the ge-
poye that day; excited by the constant fighting and marauding which had
ogcuarred all aronad for six weeks anterior to this, when the snemy in general
contrived ta elude them before aoy serious damage had been dooe, they de-
termined to pay off old scores, The death of Lisutenant Loveday bad excited
them o a piteh of fury, and as sowe charge more destrizetive than the rest was
made, or deadly volley thrown in, the cry was ** remember Loveday Sabib—
let us revenge him ;' and fearfully were they avenged that day. After three
Lours bard {ichting the Bralioes were totally defeated, and made their way
through the uneceupied raviaes, or up the mountains the best way they could.,
Nusseer Khan, attended, az was believed, by Gool Mabomed, was scen
crossing the beights on horsebaek, almost alone. Betwixt 400 and 500 of
the enemy were left dead upon the fiald. Four of the principal chiefs were
taken. 'Lhe kettle-drums, standards, and camp furniture fell into our hands,
together with earpets, wesaring apparel, and & great number of beautifully
iHlumioated copies of the Koran.(41) Our loss amounted to 4 killed and
80 wounded, Amongst the former was Lieutenant and (Iuarter-Master
Lodge, 25th Regt. N.L,who was shot through the thigh, and almost imme-
diately bled o death,

The prisoners were dispatched for Sukkur under charge of Caplain
Smitl, alde-de-camp to General Brooke, who was directed lo shoot them in
case their resene should be attempled.(32)

This victory was so cotplete—the battle so unexpected and so disas«
trous to the enemy, that for the preseat luey dispersed and lefi us withous
aunoyance, They had, since they deputed Mr Masson to lreat with Caplain

31. Asiatie Jouwrnal, April 1841, p. 303. . .

32, Colonel Marsh:;.ll'sp words aBo—“I have direeted Captain Smith, in the
event of any attempt being made 4o reseue the prisoners in his chﬁrge, oF any
attempt being made by them 1o escape, to shoot them on the spot."—Letter to
Genern) Brooks, 3l December. We believe there is mothing unusual iu this.
Whon s report got abroad that Ukhbar Khaa hag directed our prisoners to be
killed, should any atterapt be made to rescue them, the ery waa raised that he
haid dous the most atrogious and fiend-like thing on earth, Captain Johuston,
who had been the party to disseminate this rumour, found that it was untrue,
and that Sateh Khan had migied lim. Io teok every neans in bic power to
obtain for i a contradictions but not one in tea of the journals which propa-
gated the prror had the honesty to correct it!
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Bean, lost upwards of 2000 men out of a foree which at no time seems to
have exceeded 7000 at the uitermost, if ever it was higher than five. The
only fralts of the victory were, that any little confidence the Brahoes might
befora have entertained of British faith was dissipated: they fled to the
mountsing o bide their time, having no looger any wish or heart to frest
with us. Singularly enough, the ordinary official reports of this action were
not forwarded to the Governor-General, who, so late as the 29th Mareh,
remarks on this unexplained fact, and then for the first fime publishes iz the
Gazetie, extracts of the fleld orders of Colonel Marshall and General Broeks,
from which this part of the narrative is cliefly abridged.

The excellent conduct of the sepoys at Kotra has just been mentioned 7 (he
whole of the eorrespondence fromt Scinde at this period bears unvarying and
enthusiastic testimony to the admirable patience, courage, and spirit with which
they conducted themselves throughout this harrassing campaign. Theugh
fighting in a country which was new, and with an enemy not only strange to
them, but surpassing in strength, ecourage, and determioation, as well as
arms and appoistments, any they had before encouniered, no Europeans
could have done betler servies to the state. To this there had not as yet
ceeurred a single case of exception.

Meanwhile, though the Murrees and Blhioogties bad been pacified; and the
Brahoes disabled, there were rumours of formidable disturbances above the
pass, bothi {o the east and west, around Casdahar, and on the Persian fron-
tier, which caused a general movement to be hastened of the priacipal body
cof the troops ia Scinde.

The st Light Cavalry, and Irregular Horse, left Shikarpore for Dadur
on the 5tb Jenuary; the 4th troop Florse Artillery, and right wing
of the Bombay 20tk N.L. started on the 12th from the same place for
Quettah; and the st troop H. A. and left wing of tiic 20th N.E. marched
for Bhag oa the I4th. Previously, the 2d Grenadiers, with some Irregular
Horge, marchied frome Sukkur with a convey of 3000 camels and 200 carts,
The stores were loft at Bhag; the Regt, proceeded to Dadur in order to re-
lieve the Bengal 38th N.I., which left for Quettah on New-year's-day. The
head guarter wing of H.M. 40th, which had shortly before arrived from Kur~
rachee, the 21st N.I, with a body of Irregular Horse, left for Bhag on the
14th. The cavalry, the 4lst, and Capt. Pontardent’s artillery, followed a few
days afterwards.(33} General Brooks with 2 strong force reached Shi.
karpore on the 5th, znd Mr Bell joined him on the 7¢h. (84)

The confidence of the people in vur protection had been so far restored that
they returned to their villages and commenced the eultivation of thejr fields,
Nusseer Khan atill kept the hills, his step-dame found shelter amongst

28, Bombay Times, Jan, 80 34, Idbid, Feb. 2T,



231 :

the Dodah Murrees, The country throughont the month of January kept
tranquil ; # was gorged with troops, occasioning am expenditure amongst
the pecple of many timea the amount of the revenue of tho whole regics we
oceupied. Mr Bell meanwhile dirested the chiefs taken at Xotra te be Ii-
berated unconditionslly and sent to their own country loaded with pre-
sents. (85) The ejected Shah Newaz was now at Larkhana, Government
having allowed him a pension of £1200 a year.(36) This was afterwards re-
duced a half, and finally altogether withdrawn by Sir C. Napier in 1843,
Colonel Stacy contioned te conduet matters with mach prodence at Kelat,
where the people returued to their homes, and the bazaar once more he«
came occupied by nearly 1000 residents, (37) Se mach coafidence had
this isspired that it was expected Nusseer Khan would give himself up.
Buat though he must by this time have been repeatedly apprised of onr
friendly intentions towards him, he wonld not trist us: he had seen other
chiefs who came into onr power relying oa friendly treatment, throwae into
the dungeons of Bukkur, The broken truce of Kotra was not to be forgote
ten, At thia time the sepoys in Seinde suffered from the cold of the
nights, where ice constantly made its appearance.

We come now to the most unsatisfactory portion of the history of the
raanagement of the affaira of Seinde—to a portion which, whether in a poli~
tical or a military point of view, no Englishman can read without a blush,
The chief part of our knowledge on the first division of the subjeet iIs
derived from the oftev-quoted Cutehiee leiters, and a better authority could
not be desired; fortunately, indeed, there is no conflicting information to
be dealt with—the intelligence from the spot was at the time copions, va-
ried, and perfoctly harmenious, and nof one particle of i{s trath was ever
called in guesticn.

Whentbe Army of the Tndus passed throogh Cuichee in 1839, Major Leech
wrote and sen! a moonshee (interpreter} to ihe pecple uf Kujjuck, to beg
that they would break their bunds (weirs or dams) which retained for
the irrigation of their fields the water fowing from the hills, and
let it off for the use of our troops. The request waa complied with,
but the money offered for a piece of such valaable service, attended
with much dsmage to the eultivators, was declined. The fields suf-
fered from deficfent irrigation, but to this they submitted withont
complaint! The following year Yoosiff Khan Rysannee was Naib of the
Seebee eoantry, and the Xujjnks requested he would make the battai or
division of grain, on which the Gavernment share or tything is alloited,
the crops being 1eady for it. The revenue is paid in kind; and the ecorn

35. Letters from Shikarpore, 27th Jan., 8. Times, Fob.
36. Cutchee Letters, No. 5.
37. Times, Feb.; letter from Camp, near Kotra, 22d Jan.
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cannot be hounged till the Government’s quota has been determised on.
The Naib of Seebee stated that he could not et in this matter without the
direetions of Mahomed Sherreef. What piece of raguery thiz worthy had in
view,in delaying the order, does not appear : bnt so it was, the lime passed
away, the rainy reason approached, and the Kujjucks houzed their grain fo
save it from destruction. When all this Jabour had been ineurred, and the
cultivatars were led, from the delay which bad been oreasioned, to believe
that the tax was for that season to be remitted, Mahomed Sherreel ordered
the battal or division ta be made. The cultivators were now Joath to part
with that which they had begun to regard and deal with as their own ; and
they urged as a plea for exemption, the service they had performed, and
sacrifice they bad ineurred at Major Leech’s request; stating what was
admitied to be true, that they almost alone, of all the tribes, had abstained
from plundering our baggage or'ecanvoys. They expressed a hope that these
considerations would weigh with Dlr Bell in ebtaining fur them exemption
from payment for the present. The disiciet is very productive, the utmost
attenfion to irrigation being paid. It coxntains about thirty villages, each
under its particular hakim or chief. The adnlt male population amsounts
to about 6000, of whom only ope thousand are reckened warriors: they
are mostly infantry, and have no guns, The town where all the pringipal
chiefs reside is Kujjuck, It containe a population of about 4000, The
annwal revenue of the distriet amounis to abeut £3600; the arreara
now stated to be due, to £4430—of this we demanded immediate payment
of the hall. In this state mailers were, when the chief politicsl pro-
ceeded to Cutehee, and had, in the beginnivg of Febrmary 1841, an
interview at Lheree with some of the chiefs. They pleaded poverty in
addition to the other reasons already adduced, on which they olaimed
exemption : this was kvown to have been a mere pretence, for they were
not poor: and the hardship of elaiming afterwards that which was not
received at the time when it was offered, was, owing to the representations of
Mahomed Sherreef, not held entitled {o consideration. At ManghuiKeshehur,
4 miles from Bhag, eight of the chiefs had 2 second isterview with Mr Bell,
when, cn the 7th Feb., a paper was drawn up by them, in conjunetion with
Lieut, Brown, Mr Bell's assistant, and others, gnaranteeing that the reve-
nee claim should be satisfied in full on or before the 19th of the maxntb. (38)
Not observing that any measures were taken to have this agreement fal-
filled, a demanstration was directed to be made before the time fixed for
payment kad expired, and on the 18th February our troops arrived before
the town—the people having not the most remole idea that hostitities

38. Cutchee Letiers, No. 3.—Much of this letter as been {aken verdeiimy
and incorporated with the text.
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were intended : the same having been the lmpression of Geueral Brooks
when the dispatch of the forco was arranged. They had not so much as
provided themselves with smmunition, nor had they eut the bunds, though
thelr unfailiag practice in ease of altack was to lay the country ander
water and render it impassable, ‘T'hey invariably maintsined that thay never
thought of heing attacked, or of attacking us: nor have we any grounds for
believing that in this they misrepresented their apprehensions or intea-
tiona.

The troops sent, consisted of the 8d cavalry, Luslie’s horse artillery, some
of Skinner’s and of Curtis's irregular horse, and a wing of the 20th N. I.;
these were afterwards joined by 200 of the 2d Greaadiers, with Liealananis
Hogg, Falconer, and Morrison, Tha whole was commanded by Colonel
Wilson of the cavalry. The distange they had to march from quarters, was
about 40 miles: a detachmnent worse saited for the attack of a fortified town,
conld pot be imagined ; especially when the General had every variety of
troope in such abundasce at cormmand.(39}) Se late as the 17th, after
the troops were ou their way certain of the Kojuek chief: bad an jo-
terview with Mr. Bell : —some misunderstanding sppeara to have arisen;
Mr. Bell stated that he was left under the iLmpression that the chisfs
wished to gvade payment altogether, tiwugh admitting it was dae; and
soma of the natives on whom ke so often so unworthily relied, aswsured
him that the Knjjucks were arming and preparing for resistance. The
groundiessness of this last became obvious when omr iroops arrived poar
the fort, aad the popnlace appesred never to dream of hostilities, Lieu-
tenant Browo, A P.A., was seat to jein the force in eonsequence af Lieut.
Col. Wilson reporting that the peopie were hostile, and that our camel-men
had been detained in the town, §e., which he deemel it tmperative to make
koowa ! He proceeds to say—** but little forage hiad been promised, and
the people who went for it were treated with ill-concealed ill-will. I am
positively informed that an attack on our eamp will be made should a favour-
able opporinnity of duing 30 oceur, I respectfully solicit the Major-general
granting further axd more explicit instruetions.” It was at this time that
the Assistant-political Agent was erdered to proceed to Col, Wilson’s camp
in case of diffieulty, that the commauding eofficer might be fully aware

20. 'We have heard General Brooks declare that he never in the course
of 4} yours service, experienced any thing so Intensely mortifying as the
failurs ut Sebee. He sent out a light detachment on the assurance of Mr.
EBell that by no possibility could there be fithting,—that & mers demonsira-
tion was all that was desired. The neighbeurhood of Kujjuck had been re-
commeunded as & station for part of the meunted foree, and the cavalry and
horse artillery were ordered thergain the &rst instanes withoat any idea of war-
fare, but stnply for the benefit of forage, which was hardly procarable at
Mungul-ke-Bhuker.”

G1
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how malters were to be masaged. On the day of the fight, 20th Febru.

ary, a deputation of the chief men had an interview with Lievfenant
Brown : they declared their resdiness to pay the snm required, but re-
quested twelve hours to make the collection, This was refused, aod they
were informed that unless within twe hours they shonld produce £2,200,
their town would be attacked by the troops. The attexipt was made—the
collection was commenced on the instant; and rupees, gold and silver orna—
menta were gathered in the utmest haate, iIn amount equal to our demands.

A Moonshee with some atiendanis, who had been sent to the town when
the two hours’ leave which had been given were expired, met the chiefs
bearing the treasure to our camp. Before they arrived there, however, they

observed the guns getting Tato positiony and the troops being drawn out in
erder of battle. Supposing some trick or delusion to b2 intended, that we

meant both to take the maney and atiack the town beaides, they retired within
the walls, and charged the Moonshee with endeavouring to practise a frand
upon them, Thes fight immediately began., The fort, which contained about

4,000 people, of whom 1,200 were women, was not a sirong one. It was
sitaated in a level plain, which afforded ano cover for orduance, and sur-
rounded with a diteh and oud wall, varying from 12 te 20 feet in beight,
with four open gateways tespoetively of 9, 10, 12, and 20 feet in width,
The ditch surrounding the fortress at 12 feet distance from the wall was 25
feet broad and 4 feet deep; it was encireled on three gides by marshes and
water-cotirses.  About twe o'clock . 3. the gunsg opened with round-shot
and spherical case, at the distance of two hundred yards; afier a fice of
nearly half an hour’s duration, they were removed te within one hnpdred
yards of the mud walll The defences were so thick, and numerons,
that even at this distance our shot scareely tcld npon the town. The ecemy
had kept up 2 brisk aad galling fire upon us from the moment cur artillery
were in position.  Colonel Wilson was wounded theongh the thigh, the fo-
moral bone being badly splintered by one of the first shots. The command,
jn consequence, devolved on Major Rollings of the 2d Grenadiers, The storm.
ing party, consisting of two companiee of the regiment just named, supported
by the left wing of the 20th N.L., procecded to a place wheve the men were
able easily to cross, the diteh having been left unfinished, and advanced by the
pathway 12 feet wide, which intervened betwixt the edge of this and the base
of the wall. Captain Walter, with a troep of the 84 cavalry, proceeded round
to the other side of the town to cut off the enemy’s retreat.  The rest of the
troops remained Lo support Caplain Leslie with hiz guns, and act ag eireum-
stances might require. The enemy were six or eight bandred strang just witkin
the gale,wlhere being about twelve hundred fighting men in the town altoge-
ther : the gans, which otherwise kept the gate clear, required te suspend their
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fire as the storming party advanced. So soon as the head of the column got
near the gate, the enemy rushed out and cut down the leadiog men, who were
unfortunately very inditferently supported, as no effort on the part of the officers
conld induee the Grenadiers to move forward. Lieut. Falconer was kitled, and
Lieut. Shaw, sulb-asgistant commissary general, who volunteered his serviees
on the oceasion, severely wounded in leading the assailanis on. Qn seeing
the check of the storming party, the jatrepid Lieut. Creed, H.A., requested
permission to take some dismounted artillerymen to head the column, and
endeavour to recover the fortunes of the day. This gallant band of about
20 horse artillerymen at once advaoced and endeavoured te fores their way
into the town, Licut. Creed and some fow got within the gateway: but
here the hercic officer and five of his men were immediately cut down,
and the remainder, most of whom were severely wounded, driven back by
force of numbers, were compslled te retire, being unsupported. At this
time some women came out with korans on their heads eatreating for
peace. The esemy begasn to flag; and had the attack been persist-
ed In the fort must have fallen. Evening was now rapidly advancing: it
was obviously in vain to maintain the straggle, so eur troops retired to a
distance of 1000 yards, and proceeded to encamp for the night with 2 view
of next murning renswing operations,

The casualties in this unfortunate affair amounted to 15 kilied and 25
wounded 3 Lisuts. Faleoner and Creed were amongst the former, Col, Wilsan
and Lieut, Shaw amongst the latter. Colonel Wilson died in a few days
afterwards from the effects of his wourd: The enemy’s loss is said to have
amonnted to aboat 60 killed.

A report was spread that the Kojjucks intended to attack uas at night, so
that the troops slept under arms. The rumour proved groundiess: abous
11 o'clock e.m. a Banyan arrived in eamp from the fort, intimating that
the chiefs had fiod,—the whole of the occupants of the town, save the aged
and bedridden, made their eseape to the hills—so that, when morning dawn.
ed, it was tenantless, Kujjuck was taken possession of, and all the move-
ables contained in it declared prize property. This amouated to abont
£2000 in value: this, as will by and bye be seen, had afterwards te be
restored by ocrder of government.

The tidings of this mishap reached Genera! Brooks at Muangel-ke-shuher
ahout noon on the 21st ; and he immediately ordered ont a detachmentto join
Capt. Rollings with the utmost expedition. This cossisted of the head-quar-
ters of the 4th troop horse brigade, H. M.’s 40th, and the 21st I, 1., with the
sappers and miners ; they marched abont § p. M. the same afternooa. These
were ta proceed by foreed marches without a moment’s delay, a3 the extent
of the mischance was believed to be muck more serions thas it turned out.
But oo the march the Major-General receiving aathentic intelligence that
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the Kojjucks had evacnated their fort, directed the fafantry to remain that
night at Mitree, and proceeded only with the head-guarters and 4th troop
Horse Artillery to Kujjuek, The infantry recommenced their march
the following afternoon . —before they had proceedad far rain began to fall in
torrents, and frowm the night being pitehy dark, the troops remained for
some time in a perfect slough of mud and water, and did not reach the camp
till mid-day. The whole were detained hefore Kujjoek till the middle of
March by the heavy taine, which caused great destruction amongst the
camele of the force,

After the town bad fallew into cur hands, but before it was destroyed,
some of the people, who were starving on the hills, returned with a view of
recovering iheir ost property : they were driven back, some perishing in
the diteh, and orders were given to fire on any one who should approach
the town, Foiled in avenging our misehances on the Kajjuck warriors, Mr
Beil reselved that the property of the inbabitants should suffer. An order
was fulminated, diceeting the place to be destroyed and the conntry deso-
Jated. Cathe 6th Mareh, accardingly, the aged, siek, unid bedridden having
peen carried beyond the walls, the elothes on thiem being the only property
they were allowed to retain, the fort was set fire to, and Jaid iu roins. The
hooses that eonld not easily be pulied down were mined and blown up,—the
timbers that could not be otherwise destroyed were bnral,~wihe devastation
was completa: the fire raged for several days—and the property secamu-
lated, and busldings evected, through the spaco of seven generativus, during
which the place had flourished in the hands of the [cjjueks, was appro-
priated or destroyed by us. The crops were aaten np or frampled under
foot by the horses, the camels, and the baggagcecattle of the army : the de-
sire appearing Lo be to de as much wanton misebiel as possible. An edief
was i.sned when the work of ravage had been completed, that no part
of the tawn should be rebuilt or re-oceupied, (40) Shortly after this, some

40. The account of the action is chiefly given from an uapublished copy of -
the official despateh, with sowne incidents from private letters. We liaveo been
favoured with divers valuable notes from officers of the foree. to whom the
proofs liave been submitted, and the following is one :—¢* My Bell's fivat lotter
to General Brooks was such as to lead tho Genoral to expeet opposition; the
gecond was weroly saying the troops should take up a positen conveniest for
water and forsge-~this was received late at night, The foree was framed on
the first letier, and nothinr could be more injndicions tham fts selection.
Gooeral B. knew nothing of Kajjuck, nor did Mr Bell—a faet fully proved. for
had they known what the place was, Europeans would have been seut. Well
mizht General Brooks feel unsatisfied, not only in this instanee, but in having
remained from October until Sanuary at Sukkur, instead of being in the ficld
with his irocops. Had he been stationed at Bhag, and Mr Bell with him, the
country wonld have had a better ehanes of becoming qaiet and gottled, How
could General Brosks say he did nos expect resistance, when his orders to
Lieut.Col. Wiison were—" Your detachment is to march te Kujjuck, in order
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Brahoes, who must have atherwise starved in the hills, came down, and
were quictly feading their flocks at Mitree, when onr troops ebeerving them
mistook them for Kojjncks, and actually attacked them, dispersing them in
every directiop, and seizing on the women's ornaments and property left
behind. The mistake was seon discovered, and every effort made to remedy
it; but the mischief was done, and this natoward accident was added to the
list of acts of supposed perfidy and wrong—for too few of which we could
plead any excuse ¢r extenuation,

The Catchee letter-writer, who learned the facts on the spot, and was
mest familiar with every feature of the case, and with all the parties cons
eeroed, says, ¥ We all know that Asiaties invariably plead poverty and
procrastination fo contribmtion of revenus fo their despatiz goveraments, in the
hope of obtaining some remisgion ; and that whore they can, they resist with
force the payment altogether, a3 the Kojjucks have oftcn deone. That tha
Kojjucks hoped, by an excuse of poverty and precrastinatios, to get seme
remission, is, E ecnerive, bevend donbt. It is the epinion of all the vatives
of Cutehee that I have scen i of vur habils they knew little, what they did
know was not likely to have produeed the nest fayourable impression, A
foreible resistance of our demands they knew to be uselsss, and accordingly

T

to eoerce some refractory tribes in that distrlet, in case of their refusing eom-
pliance with the demands of the political agent.” The detachment marched
on the 171k, and on the i8th General Brooks writes to Mr Bell—f E have no
information who are the parties to be acted aguinat,’ &e, Why not have
made duc inquiry on the subject before sending the force 2 The Kujjuck fores
was as follows :—
2d Grenadier Regt.—1 caplain, 3 lieatenants, 4 native officers, 12 havildars,
200 rask and #le ; killed—1 Licus, (i‘alconer), 8 men ; wounded 2§,
Scinde Horse..~-1 captain, 4 native officers, 2 duffudary, 66 sowars ; killed-—w1
anwar,
Ist Troop H. A.—1 eaptain, 2 licals.. 98 men ; killed 5, and 1 oﬂ‘wcr, {Lient.
Creed) ; wounded—, and 1 odicer (Capt Bload;.
3d Lt. Cav,~1 ¢ol, 1 capt.y 6 licuts. and cornets, 201 troopers; Lilled—1
trooper,
Ri. Wing 2&;!::._2 ezptains, 2 liests,, 2 ensigns, 381 men j killed~1 private, 10
ditco wonnded.
Total foree . . Qavalry - . . 266
Isfaniry o e 581

s

a4t
Deduct sick and guards . . . . . . 182
Present in setion . 665

Killed—1 lieut.-col 2 heutenrmts, and 12 men.
W ounded, 2 licuts., "and 45 men.”_Note by an Qfffeer of the Force.
Another ofheer belonging to the Staif states that there were not above
200 wasriors in the town- that go liledefended and weak a place was an-
worthy of the name of fort; and that the whele affair was ono of the most
wiserably mismanazed during the war.
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they not only avoided plundering the country, but even neglected providing
themsveles with ammunition, tresting to procrastination as the safest diplo«
macy. From the fact of their having gathered in valuables in amount equal
ta our demand, and with which they were about to present themselves in our
camp when they saw our troops advancing on the town, and from that of no
earthly provision having been made for defence, does it not appear that,
inatead of opening cur guns at two in the afierncen agaiust the fort, if we
had tkrown a cordon arcund it, that the peaple would at once have seen how
nnlike we were to furmer rulers, even had they not gathered together in
money and ornaments the amount we demanded.” (41)

Well might Sir Alex. Burnes, in remonstrating with the Envoy shortly
after this on our deplorable and calamilous mismanagerent of the country,
exclaim, *f It seems to me that wherever our political officers are, collision
forthwith follows. A navive temporizes, 2 Enropean ofticer fights; we are
thua on the high road te denatienalize Afshanistan instead of contributing
to its stability as a kingdom ; we shall subvert sll its institations, and not
sncesed in fixing car own in tbeir stead, for we are not labouring to do
sa.” " ® © That regalar troops should be employed in enforcing
revenue, iz at all times deubtful, unless refusal to pay ends in rebellion ; but
it is more than ever questionable, whea there is injustice on the side of the
¢sllector. A postponement to pay is at once in our neticns converied into a
refasal, and that which a parley and ezplanation between Affghans would
terminate in a day or Lwo amicably, ends with us in a battie and less of life
on both sides. Bat the lives are not the greatest loss: respect for ue, and
inflaence with them, go with them. When once regular troops appear, hesi-
tation is deemed pusillanimity, they caanot stand still, they must act, and
thus every trifling outbroak endangers the character not only of the English
but of the whole frame of government.'’ (42) The reader will excuse thein.
terruption of the narrative which the introduction of those passages ocezsions,
proviog, as they do, how eazly and distinctly the more sagicions portion of
the palitical authorities saw and appreciated the misehiefs we were inflicting,
and the direction whitherward they were tending, Unbappily, these in
whose hands the amendment of this system lay, wonid not, or eculd not, see
its error.

The details of thess proeeedings appear to have given the greatest offence
to the Goveraor-Genseral: it is doubiful whather the despatches affurded
him a sufficierey of particulars ; but the facts in which they were defectire

4v. Cutches Letters, No. 4.

42, Notes on the consolidation of Affzhanistan, by Sir Alexander Barnes,
dated April 19, 18¢1. A oopy of these was found amongst his posthumous
papers, with notes by the Envoy. Froquent occasions of referring to them
will by and bye present themselves.
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were amply supplied by the letters to which we have bad such frequent ae—
casion to refer, and which bore with them so much of the stamp of autho-
rity that they could not be overlooked. Early in August an order was re-
ceived rescindiag the edict against the re.constrnetion of Kujjuck, and order-
ing the payment of the value of the property which had previonsly been
declared prize,—abandoning all elaims of arrears, and explaining ag the
reasop, that though our troops had for 2 time required fo oceupy the
country, the Kojjucks were covsidered our friends ! We are, however,
breaking through the chronolegical erder in which events cught to be re-
lated.

A few weeks before this, the Beebee Gunjani, widow of Mehrab Khan,
had made submission : she was kindly received, and asemed gratified with
the atteotion that was paid lher ; she was a sprightly, pleasing, intelligent
looking lady, whese influence with the chisfs friendly to her hushand, as
well a8 with ber step-son, seemed to ba very great. She received as a gif,
the Naibs hip of Kotra, worth about £1200 a year, and witl this she
seemed contented, About 1000 of her fullowers shortly afterwards made
submission.

Alarming veports were meanwhile gainiog curreney as to the state of
affzirs at Herat and along the Persian frontier. It may be recollected
that in July 1839, Major I)’Arey Tody with 2 deputation of British officers,
had been dispaiched from Candahar te the court of the worthless prince who
wag the legitimate representative of the Suddozye dynasty. After an ex»
penditure of £300,000 in endeavours to purchasea friendship, the free gift
of which was not worth our acceplance, the Grovernor-General resolved,
that befora miore advances should be made, the expadiency of woving a gar.
rison of British troaps inte Herat ghould be broached to Kamran Shah.
This beeame the source of immediate misunderstanding ; and Major Tod
discovered, that not only was this as nopalatable 2z might be, but that
Yar Maliomed the Vizier, kcown at all times to be in his heart unfriendly
to us, had usurped the actual power of the Shah, and was caballing amongst
the chiefs with a view to an advance on Candabar, It was said, icdead, that
it was the iotention to proclaim Kamran Shub head of the Doorzanes om-
pire, and to endeavour, through the assistance of the Affghan talcoatents,
to place bim on the throne, Major Tod had been guilty of the offence of
eadeavouring to pat s stop to the plunder of caravans and the sale of the
persons captured along with them as slaves. Thae English mission left on
the 10th, and arrived at Ghirisk on the 218t Feb,, having encountered some
narrow risks but experienced no icjury. ‘This postis on the river Helmuad,
about 80 miles north-west from Caundalar: it had been weakly garrizoned

ince our original invasion, and wes cow aboat to be reiaforced by the
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Shal’s 5t Native Infantry under Captain Woodburn, and 500 of Christic’s
Horse. The country everywhera in fact shewel symptoms of that noquiet
and uneasy state of fecling which, six montls alterwards, broke out into
such fearful and suecessinl insurreciion,

Preparations were on these grounids made onte rmore to draw onr troops
together near Dadur, and to move a heavy force up the Bolan Pass so early
s the seazon would permit, to await at Quettah the determination of the
Goveroor-General.  Luckily this was peaceful ; theugh the Envoy was ur-
gent to streteh the limits of the Dooragnee ¢apire to their proper extent,
which ha conceivad to be Herat on the west, and Atteck on the south-east.

From the searcity wlich prevailed in Cuiclieas and Beloochistan, it was
neoessary that the whole of the troops, followers, and catile, attached to
the force, should ke rationed by the Cemmissariat ; and to evable that de-
partment to do so, the following enormous amount of animals was required
daring the campaign for the transport of the Commissariat supplics, beg-
gage, gans, ammunition, camp.equipage, &e. of the army

12,000 Goverument Camels, valned at £3 each . 5 £96,000

4000 Hired Camels, from Sukkur to Quaetish, at £1; 10w per month 6,000

2000 Hired Dranght and Pack Bulloolks,-—3J00 more were oxpected from
Ferozepore, but never joined. (43)

The 20th N, I. entsrad tire paas about the §0th October, and betwixt
the 16th and 20th Mareh alargs postiou of the army, under Greneral Brooks,
had eommenced moving through the Bolan. The General arrived st Quet-
tah on the 34 April; his commaand having been extended so as to include
Kelat, Moostang, and Quettah, as well as Scinde: Mr Dell had preceded
him by a few daysonly. The flest brizade safferad soverely from storms
in the pass: their tents having been blown down and properiy destroyed.
It was believed that General Yaliant's brigade would proceed to Canda-
har,——a determination which, if ever made, was speedily altered. Having
already done nearly all we could in the way of irritation znd anneyance,
our policy now appeared te be to make avery effort at ecueiliation. Colonel
Stacy had, in a brief space, prodtuced a very important alteration in tha
feelings of the people of Kelat. He sought communion with the chizfs, and
mingled freely with the peaple, and his sympithy with their sufferiags, and
still more, bis apparent confidesce in them, and the fearless want of suspi-
clon with which he alons darel to move amongst them, won sympathy aad
eonfidence ia return.  Iu the course of the month of April hic set out to the
Braloe camp alwost unattended, thouzh he had to travel nearly 60 miles
through a wild, turbuleat, and disaffected country. Ile had an interview

43. Commissariate Returns.
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with the yourg Khan and his chiefs, and seemed to esasller that everything
was settled, when some fresh source of misunderstanding breke out, and
Nusseer Khan again sought refuge in the remote hills. Colonel Stacy had
just before this advanced a considerable sum of money to the Khan, On
the present oceasion somethiog oecurred during his residence in camp, which
so offended the chiefs that his life was in peril. The Khan warned him of
his danger, and entreated that he would retire as speedily as possible, offer-
ing him a safe conduct to Kelat. Of this he accepted, and after a ride of
nearly 60 miles in length, returaed in safsty with the utmost speed to
the Brahoe capital. The Bombay 25th N. . was abouc this time dis-
patehed to Kelat. The Beebee Gunjani having secasional fnterviews with
Mr Bell, promised birg that she would speedily prevail upon the young prince
to come i if made sure of being cestored to his father’s throne. The agaur~
ance was given, but he would not trust us, nor could he be prevailed upoan
to see any political save Colonel Stacy till Mr Bell was ne more. Mean-
time an order was promuigated, that upless he surrendered himself before
the 4th May, he would be put to the baxn, snd chased wherever he might
seek refuge.

The force now at Quettab amounted to above 8000 men. No insiructions
had been received, nor did any definite idea seem, in any quarter, o be en-
tertained as to their destination. The Herat panic was now well nigh over :
tbe idez of advancing thitherwards, broached, and so far aeted on by the
Scinde politicals, was discountenanced by Governmeni; and the couniry
around Candahar was considerably less turbolent than it shorily before bad
been.

A petty chief called Fazel Khan bad been giving some annoyance In the
Noosky e untry, and as we had soldiers on the spot, it seemed to be
thonght a pity we should not keap fightiag. An expedition aceordingly was
ordered for Noosky, consisting of tha 4th Troap H.A., a squadron of the 3d
Light Cavalry, 2 companies of the 41st, and the 20th N.I. They were com-
manded by Colonel Soppilt, an officer of conduct and experience. They left
Quettal: on the 3d of May, and having reached Naosky by a forced night.
marels of 40 miles, found that the offending chief, with his peincipal people,
had fled. Tt was said they had taken the route of Kelat to render submis-
sion to Colonel Stacy- Two companies of Europeans, mounted on camels,
were dispatehed with the cavalry in parsait of him, but withont effect. The
fovee returnsd to Quettah afier incurring muech hardship and fatigue, and
Josing many camels,~—having effected nothing,

An aceideat 28 singular inits natare ss unfortunate in its consequences,
at this time befel a party of Skinner's horse in ascending the Bolan Pass.
Capt. Haldane had been left at Dadur with orders to escort the batiering-
train to {juetitak, When the plan was altered, and orders ziven that the heavy

H1
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guns should be allowed to remain at Sukkur, this officer, with the horse
under his command, was ordered to join his brigade, which had just reached
Shawl. Having esperienced much difliculty in oblaining a sufficiency of
baggage-caitle, he was at length enabled to start ou the 23rd of April.
Having got to withia ten miles of the ead of the pass, a night{ was passed at
Sir-i-Bolan (44}, and the ecattle being still very much knocked up, they
were allowed to rest till the sfternoon to reernit, It rained very muech on
reaching the narrowest part of the pass, which was no more thap from S0 to
40 yards wide, and Capt. Haldana having sent ou the camel-men with all the
baggage and 100 troopars, ordering them to keep close togetber, was bringing
up the rear with about 80 men, when just aa he entered the narrow gorge,
and came to a sharp turn in the way, he saw a body of water, about a foot
deep, rushing on with tremendous speed round a ture of the rock alittle way
ahead of him ; this was immediately followed by a second, more than three
feet in dopth, thundering on with gtill greater fury than that which pre-
ceded it. On the right and Jeft there were no mesns of escape, the rocks
being neatly perpendicular ; eo they galloped back, veaching a place which
enabled them te retira on one side a little way out of the reach of the torrent
just as ifs waters were upon them. The ecatarast, now increased to ten
feet in depih, rnshed past the rock with awfol fary. Then came a scene
terrible (o contemplate,~~men, horses, and camels were swept past, and
dashed to pieces against projecting rocks, against whieh the water flew to
the height of twenty feet. No assistance conld be rendered, for the stream
ran faster than any horse could gallop, *F I stood upon the bank,” says
Capt. Haldane, ** quite horror-struck, for I believed that every one abead of
us had perished. In a faw moments the destruction was complete, and we
felt like men cast npon a desert plain, without a pacticle of food, wet to
the skin, a cold and catting wind blewing on ns, and ne meaas, from the
nature of the eountry, of ascertaining the extent of our loss; s, until the
water went Jown, all communication with any party who might have been
saved was completely cut off. About sunset the stream had nearly sub.
sided, and I pereeived bow mattiers steod. The loss of life was 83 men and
101 animals. We passed a miserable night, and next day pushed on to
one of cuc outposts, eight miles from Dusht-i-Bedowlat, We trusted to
recover some of onr property in the morning before starting, but fouad very
little : for such was the force of the stream, that the matchlocks belonging

44, Sir-i-Bolan, bead of the Bolan;..a powerful spring here forms the
source of the Bolan river. The ascent betwixt Abi Geom and Sir-i-Bolan in
the course of 94 miles is 1954 feet, giving a rise of about 1 fook in 25 ; this is
the tegﬁest acelivity in the pass. A mass of water pouring down this must
rush with the rapidity of a eataract.—Major Hough, pp. 53 and 427,
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‘o men drowned had their barrels broken in ¢wo, and some of the badies were
faund at Bebee Nanne, 20 miles below where the accident gccurred. The
properiy lost was estimated at £1200." (45)

Aan aeeident of a precisely similar naters oceurred to Siv Alex, Burnes aod
his party in ascending the Ehyber Pass in September 1888, when a thunder
shawer avertook them, and the brooks swelled zo rapidly, that it was with
much difficulty they saved their baggage: the party was for a shert while
divided in two, without the power of communicating with each other. {48)
So tlat, besides the incidents liable to occur in those defiles from the appo-
sition of hogstile trihes,which ia its most formidaslo shape Britizh troops have
overcomy~there are storms of wind and snnw,with the swelling of torrents
by the sudden burat of thunder storms, to be encounatered, sufficient for the
destrnction of any army, These appear to be of by no means unfrequent
ocetierence, and the only wonder is that we suffered from them so little: that
Just detailed, and the snow-slorm which overtook Colonel Wallace's parly in
February 1842, being the only serions aceidents which really from these
causes befel our troops.

Affaire in Upper Scinde and around Quettah from this time forward to
the surrender of Nusseer Khan, continued in a state of tranquillity and
insipid inaction. Ahout the beginning of June, the notificaticn issued by
the Bombay Governmnent, that General Brooks and Brigadier Valiant bad
heen recalled—ihe fovmer to be temporarily suevesided by Colonel Bagland
of 1. M. 41st, the latter by the secaior Brigadier at the station,—reachzd
camp, and oceasfoned ne small astonishment, The causes of this have al-
ready been miantely explained ;(47) but the autbors of the Clibborn com-
mission never, up to the close, seeit to have suspected the serfous offence
of which alike in a military or in 2 moral point of view they had been guil-
ty. Mr Bell was at Lhis timo suffering from a severe indisposition, which
cansed him to tender his resignation—and Major Ouatram was already un-
derstood 1o be assured of succeeding iz ; the charge devolved on the latter
earlier than was asticipated, by the demisz of the former on the st of Aug,
Captain Bean also had solicited leave to retire, on the plea of ill health.
The great schemes to be accowplished by the acmy under General Brooks,
in wlich all of the gentlemen just named, more or leys sharel, sne by one
fell to the ground. The Candahar force provel adeqnate for the work as-
signed to it ¢ strong bodies were posted at Glirisk, Moostung and Kelat,

45. Letter of Gapt. Haldane, given in Asiclic Jowrnal, Sapt. 1841; part 1L,
p- 32. It appcars a8 a quotation, but it is not statod where it was ficst pub-
lished.

46, Wood's Journey to the soarce of the River (Jxus, p. 163. DBurnes's
Cabool, p. 129, .

47. See conclusion of preceding chapter, p. 202,
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ready to act if reguired ; there appeared no sourca of alarm of serious mis-
chief from Harat, and no intention of proceeding against it for the present;
and as the Braboes no longer showed themselves in the field, theve really
seemed nothing for our troops to effect beyond watching the current of
events.

Nasteer Khan hal meanwhile fallen sick and become tired of remaining
a fugitive: he had received the fullest assuranee that no wore evil wasin-
tended bim than that of reinstating him on his father’s throne-—our pur-
pose being now te add Cutchee to Kelst, from which it had been so vn-
wisely disjoined. About the 20th July, Colonel Stacy was wrilten fo,
intimating that the Khan and his ehiefs were in the neighbourhood, and
expressive of a wish to see that otficer in eamp. This was immediately
complied witl:: the boy had beeun suffering severely from intermittent fever,
which the treatment of one of our medical officers speadily relieved, He
came into camp without conditions oa the 25th July~and Colonel Stacy
immediately mada preparativns to proceet with Lim to Quettah.

A general order was published on the 9th Augast at Sukkur, intimating
that Nusseer Khan and hisladherents were no longer enemies to the British ;
while the insimation from Lord Auckland already referral to was at the
same time circulated, to the effect that Lthe property taken at Kajjuck could
not be considered as prize, in congeqnence of fts having been captured i a
towa of a frieadly power, though it was found necessary as a temporary
measuyre to oceupy it with Brliish troops. (48)

By the time the Khan and his party reached Moostung, iatimation had
been received of the demise of Mr Bell, which toak place at QQuettah on the
Ist of August; aad it was resolved to rewmain there antil Major Ouiram’s
arrival, or until the purposes of gevermment should be definitively made
krows.

Major Gutram, after hearing of the death of Mr Ball, having been de-
tained for & short time zt Hydrubad, bringing some pelitical arrangements
there in progress to & close, lefi with a view of taking charge of the affairs.
of his new appointuent, on the 18th of Aungust. The unostentatious celerity
of his progress contrasted as much with the pomp and circumstance with
which bis predecessor moved as did the other portions of the career of the
two differ from each othier.  Mr Bell's escort consisted of 150 hersemen—
his rate of travelllng was about I0 miles a day. The appeintments of
Major Outram consisted of one palanquin, wiils 16 boarers for exchanging,
ane attendant, four troopers of the irregular horse, and three riding camels.

48. Bombay Co trier, Aupust 81. No allusion in thisorder was wade to the
total destruction of the fown : the occupation might have been necessary, but

to blow up the walls and bura the bazaars of our friends was a curious mode
of manifesting amity !
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The distance from Hydrabad to Quettah is 400 miles, including 96 miles
of degert and 70 miles of the Bolan Pass: this was traversed in 16 days,
the new political agent having arrived at Quettah on the 3d ¢f Seplember,

Sir W. Mazenaghten, for what reason does not appear, seemed snyigus
to take into his own hands the task of closing an arrangement with Nusseer
Khas. About the 25th of August a drafe of a treaty was forwarded to Moos-
tung, for his subseription, by the Envoy, just before Majer Outra-u’s arrival,
a2d when he was known to be on the way, Thizs would have seemed alike
strange and inexplicable, bul for the passion fur diplonaey with which the
feading politicals were then afflicted: they seemead naver so happy as when
endeavouring to over-reach the rude and semi-barbarons tribes, who under-
stood the spirit of treaties, but were totally bewildered and misled by the
complex technicalities with which they were crammed ; and who, when any
of them were neglected, and!panishment followed the oversight, always
eonceived that we had misled them or dealt with them uchithfully.

After a delay there of a month, the young Khau and bis attendants Jeft
Moostung immediately on hearing of Major Outram’s arrival; L reached
Quettah on the 6th Sept. He was received with that kind and frank cordiality
which distinguished the manners of the new resident, and he seemed delighted
with his reception. Affaira of state are easily arranged when one party
iz disposed to concede wlatever the other oan desire: and 2o it was agreed
that they should set out all together as speedily as possible fur Kelat, to invest
the young sovereign with regal power, and place him with becoming pomp
upon the threns of his fatbers. About the middls of th: mnonth they started,
and on the &th Qetoher the Khan was duly invested, the chief Sirdars
being previously invited to be preseat at the ceremony, The fuilow-
ing is a short notice by an officar who was preseat oa the oceasion ;-

¢ At 2 p. x, the Ehan, with his Birdars and Officers of State, procesded
ta the Dusbar Tent of the Agency, where the Treaty was ready for signature--it
was Tead by the young Khan himselfy and by the Wuzzser Maolla Mahomel
Hussein, The Khan, Sirdars god all were most grataful for the liberal terns on
which the Britich gave him back the couuntry of his aucestors, The Treaty being
approved of, it was signed on the spot, aad after some quarter of an hour’s con-
rersation, the Khan took leave,

¢ At 4 P. M. BMajor Quiram ateunded to the citadel. A sirealar had been sent
round in the morping, notifying that the invesiiture woald take placeat 4 r. u. The
young Khan, who has ingratiated himself wich every body, was ready at the lour
appointed—every Officer in Camp paid the Khan the compliment of 8 ttending.

é¢ After Major Quivam, assisted by Brigadier Eugland sad Cel. Stacey, had
invested him with his complete Khanata Dress, he was seated between the two

former, wod & Roys] Salute snnounced she sempletion of the Treaty between the
Hongrable Company and the Khan of Kelat.”
The country as usual was infested with robbers, Dr Owen and Licut. Mac-
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kenzie, 8ed Cavalry, were, in the middle of September, waylaid and
robbed, and narrowly escaped murler in the Koochlak Pass, 7 miles north
of Quettah; while General Brooks and his party were fired upos in
descending the Bolan Pass; but from the time of Nusteer Khao's surrender,
there was no hostile movement in Beloochistan of any eonsiderable magni-
tude against us.

In taking a cursory review of the contents of thiz and the preceding ehap-
ter, which refer exclusively to the affairs of Beloochistan, it will be found that,
from the time Sir T, Willshire returned to the plains, when everything was
considered to have beep settled, our troops in numbers varying from 50 ta 2000,
bad been 15 times engaged with the enemy (48} and four times unsuccess.
fully.(56) The Ioss of the enemy on these various oecasions must, so near
as can be estimated, amoust to not mueh under 2500 3 our owe casualties to
about 300 men slain, We lost no fewer thaa 12 European officers, viz. Col.
Wilsen, Capts, Rait and Heighington, Lieuts Clarke, Franklin, Williams,
Mcore, Loveday, Lodge, Falconer, and Creel. All these, save twao, had
fallen io action, or died of their wounds, Captain Heighington had died from
the fatigue of the fight and reireat of Nufoosk ; aal Lieut. Loveday was
murdered. The elimate of the countries in whicl these unhappy operations
liad been earried on, had among our officers been still more destraetive of
life than the sword of the enemy. There bad died, chiefly from climatic
causes within the pesiod under veview, Brigadier Stevenson, Major [Billa-
more, Major Liddel, Captains Sutherland, Rebenack, Jones, Beddingfield,
and Lewisy Lieuts. Revelly, Hunt, Valiant, Cuerton, Shubrick, and
Oliphant, with Drs Carlow and Baines; 16 in all. I'he death of Mr
Bell was not perhaps altogether attributable 1o the effects of elimate.

The destruction of beasts of barthen had during this short but unhappy
eampaign execeded the worst apprehensions our most disastrous exparience
could have led us to forea.  OF the twelve thonsand caumels whieh were eol-
locted at Sokkur in Angust 1841, searce 3000 enald be produced in Qctober
1842 ; the loss occasioned by this sacrifice of amimal life must alene have
execeded £80,000. The total ontlay cccasioned by the campaign was

40. These ¢ affairs’ took place at Deyrah 4th and 12th January (p. 172). Na-
Live ofFeer’s party of &0 men slaughtered 1o a man in returning to Kabun, 16th
May, (p. 178 } Destruetion of Lieut Clarke and eonvoys 16th June, (p. 179).
Repulse al Nufoosk, (p. 180). Destruction of 25 sepays. the escort of Captain
Bean’s revente woonshee. Atbtack of the Kakurs on Questah. Attack on the
Brahoes by Lieui. Hammersley at Moostang. Tiree days’ fighting round
Daduw Destructioe of Bhaug and Gundava. Attack ou the enemy at Kan-
dah, First fighting near Kotra. A#fair of Lieut. Vardon in capturing 1100
‘;Janliocks. Baitle of Kotra.  Capture of Kujjuek. Attack on the Brahoes ap

itree.

50. The unsnccessfol affairs were Surtof, Nufoosk, Quettah (where the troops,
though not beaten, had to retreat into the fort), and Kujjuck.
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estimated by the Friend of India at £300,000, and no ome was less likely
to exagyerate in this.

The resnlts wers zs extraordinary, and still more mortifying, than the
expenditure of men and maney by which they were achieved. Our raule
seems £o have been to fight firat, and when we beeame tired of this, to en-
quire into what we were fighting about. By a atrange fatality, every
gquarrel in which Mr. Bell engaged us, we were compeilad to proclaim by our
abandonmont, unwise, unjust, or oppressive. The system was ono of
eontinual doing and undoiag, of which the only memorials that wers loft
were the heaps of slain who fell in battle, and the delapidation of a hereto-
fore fleurishing treasury.

A slight referenco (o what has been already related at large aad ia detail,
will illustrate this statement.

In seeking tributs for [Kelat, we attacked Deyrab, and slew some 60 of
its inhabitants, carrying away the chiefs as captives: we subsequently
released the chiefs and solicited their friendship, abandoning all claims of
tribute,~—it being admitted that nona waz due. On the zame grounds
Kshon was taken possession of, and our troops shut up for six months in the
fort, ono detachment having meanwhile been destreyed, and anather defeated
by the Murrces. Wa then left the country, abandoniag alt our claims
against it, granting a free pardon lg those who had handied us so roughly,
aad eatreating the friendship of the chiefs on their own terms, Cutehee
and Shawl were in 1835 detached from Kelat; the one was re-annexed to
it in 1841, the other in 1842. Wp stripped the chiefs of the former prow
vince of their hereditary estates, because they had not made up their title-
deeds according to our pleasure; and afier siz monihs’ fighting with them,
we testored the disputed property withoat making any questions about
titles at all, We claimed the eustoms of Lag, which had long before been
made ¢ver to the chief of Beils, and whea an armed resistance was
threatened we withdrew our claim. We attacked and destroyed Kuj juck,
and then proclaimed that all the property which had been captured would
be restored ; thelr town being that of a friendly power whose dominiens jt
had become pecessary for a time to occupy. Finally, we ezpelled Nusseer
Khar from the throae of his father in November 1839, and restored him in
October 1842 ; his elaims on onr gratitude being founded on the two yesrs
of war helhad carried on against us; Major Oulram haviog afterwards re-
commended, that, in the event of our retiring from Canrdshar, we should
grant him 2 subsidy of £15,000 a yeac (51) inatead of assisting him with
froops.

The easnalties we havealready detailed aro far from light, bui they are tyivia]
in comparison to the damage we sustained from losz of character for truth,

51, Blue Book of 1843, p. 266,
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eonsistency, justice, and infegrity. Of uuhappy viclations of all these we
stood self-convicted by the repeated reversals of our policy, which we felt
cursaives compelled to resort to.

Just at the very time when the trangnuillization of Beloochistan was ¢on-
gidered to have been eompleted, an insurrection broke out at the other ex -
tremity of the Doorannee empire, mors frightfully momentous and tragieal in
it results than any recorded in modern history. Chn thie 6th October, the
coronation of the young prince was celebrated at Kelat: three days after,
General Sale was attacked iu the passes mear Cabool, and after nearly a
month’s incessant fighting, found sheltor in the fort of Jellalabad, where he
was shnt up for six months. The general rising which cecssioned the de-
struetion of the Cabosl garrison, took place a few weeks alterwards. This,
howaver, opens a new chapter in history, on which it iz not at present pro-
posed to enter.

This narrative would be incomplete withiout = short sketeh of the history
of Major Qatram, whose management of Scinde betwixt August 1841, and
November 1343, merits the lasting gratitude of his country, and reflagts the
highest honour on ene who has well been termed the Bayard of the Indian
Army.(52) Major Qutram, in requital for services the most meritorious
and successful, has experienced nething but injary and fnsult from Lord
Elienborough : ke hzs been stripped of office witheut canse, and remanded
to his regiment, when his exertions as an envoy at the court of Hydrabad
might have spared us the most discreditable war in whish we were ever en-
gaged,

Maror OUTRAN,

Mz Jaues Ournam arvived at Bombay as a gentleman cadet in the Hon.
Company’s Service on the 15th of August 1819, and very shortly afier hav-
ing joined was appoiated adjutant of 3 newly raised Sepey regiment, now
the Bombay 23d L.I. In those days of military activity, when every month
had ils conflict or scene of adventure to record, an appointment such as that
with whieh Lieut. Cutram was entrusted, was one of the most hanourable
and respaonsible s0 young an officer eould have confarred upon him : and no
man conld have filled it with more credit to himself, or benefit to the army,
than the subject of our narrative.

In 1824 the fort of Kittoor, in the Southern Mahratta country, was gar-
risoned by a party of troops much too weak to withstand severe assault, but
unsuspicionts, at the same time, of the approach of hostilities. Ou the 23d
of October an insurrection broke out; the resident, Mr Thackeray, with
Captaing Black and Deighton, weve killed, and the wholeof the trogps were
surrounded and taken prisoners. A large force having been dispatebed to

$2. Speech of Sir C. Napier at a dinner given by the whole of the Ofiicers of
the foree, at Sukkur, subsequent to Major Outram's oss of office, and prior
te his quilting Secinde.
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ehastise the insurgents, and recover onr captive soldiers, Kittoor was taken
on the Gth December, with a loss oun ocar side of six only: 1000 of the
enamy wese believed Lo have fallen. It was at one time supposed that it
would have been necessary to storm the fort, and, at his own requesi, Lieut,
Outram was appointed to lead the ferlorna hope. This operation was after—
wards found unnecessary, the place baving been surrendered without assault 3
but in the dispatch of Col. Deagon, Lient, Outcam is partieularly mentioned,
as baving, along with Captain Pouget and Lieut. Lawrie, been of the
greatest uso in the dangerous service of rccounoitering. In 1825 a rebel-
lion having broken out in the western part of Candeleh, headed, as was be.
lieved, by Appa Sahib, ex-Rajah of Nagpore, tha standard of the Peish-
wa was raised, aad the fort of Moolair taken possession of by the rebels.
Troops were ordered to advance with the utmost expedition from all the
posts around ; and reinforeements were summoned from stations so remote
as Jaulna and Surat. Lieut. Outram was then at Mailigaum. A detach-
ment of 200 men was entrusied to bis charge to relieve Mfoolair, not then
known to have fallen. Purposely passiog the fert, which he ascer.
tained to have besn eapiured, he pushed on by a rapid and brilliantly-
exeeuted night mareh till he overtook the robels: completely taken by
surprise, and without the romotest idea {hat an cnemy was near, they
were aftacked, defeated, and dispersed iu an inconceivably short space
of fime, QOne of the leaders of the insurrection was killed ; the fort was re-
taken, and the first everpowering success followed up with auch celorily and
vigour, that the whele were reduced to submission before the siber detach-

nzeats, which had been put in orders, were able to reach the seens of 2etion.
About this time, Lient. Qutiram was appointed to raise a Bheel corps in
Candeish, and the couatzizs of the barbareus tribes adjoining. In these

remote and savage regions, he, for twelve years, laboured without inter.
mission, laying the foundations of peare snd tranquillity in quarters long a
refuge for the robber, and converting the ferocious and untutored Bheol into
a defender of the peasant and a cultivator of the soil, These people have, till
of late, been considered the most barbarous and unteachable of any of the
natives of India. They in general go abont almost entirely naked ; they make
pe attempt at manufaciures, even of the rudest sort,and have seareely
auy agriulture; they are all bot ignorant of peaceful industry, and live
almost entirvely by plandering nelghbouring tribes. The ruder portions of
them are armed with bows and arrows,—in their hands not unformidzble
weapons, ‘They pay no tax or tribute, and acknowledge no allegiance to
any one, They are said to ba one of the original races of Central Hindnatzn.
Bcarcely a trace of any specics of religion is to bs found amongst them ;
they are nominally of the Brahminical faith, but pay no beed to the ohserv—
ances eonsidered essential fo this form of belief. "Whole brigades had,

Il
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_year after year, been employed to oo purpose {o suppress or chastise
the outrages committed by these barbarisng on the adjoining frootier.
To deal with them from within: to convert the disturbers of the peace
into its preservers, appeared never to have been +thounght of; and indeed
with such materials the tfask sesmed hopeless and -chimerical emough.
Lieut. Cutram, at the hourly peril of his life; proceeded at omce and
“almost alona into the jungle, beni on the execution of his dangerous
and alt but desperate mission. The natare of the difficulties encountered
may be gathered from the means taken o overcome them. It was at
first found impossible to make the Bheele comprehend what was desired
of them ; and when this had been got over, it was most difficnlt to fnd
any stimulant or motive adegnate to induce them to comply with our
wishes. The great seducer of eivilised, as of savage men—intoxicating li-
quor—was at length resorted to.  And for mouths and mooths together he
managed to keep first some hundreds and then several thousands of those
speedily destined to become temperate and orderly seldiers, around him by
“the mere influence of arrack. The men and their futore officer began at
length to understand each other. They had now bean for a time at Jeast
detached from their kin Ired, as well as from their habits of depredation and
piilage, and the next thing was-to wean {hem from the excesses by the in.
dulgence in which these things had been effected. It is needless to go into
the details of the tedious and dangerons measures by which the drunken
savage was copverted into the sober, orderly, and steady soldier : itis enovgh
to state, that in five years' time the Bheel corps, if not so temperate or man-
ageable as a sepoy regiment, was equal in scbriety ta any English foree, and
go thoroughly o be depended on, that they were employed with perfect
suceess in the ezcort of treasure through the very conuiry which se short-
Iy before had furnished the scemes of thieir own most lawless acts. Sue-
ceeding officers have ably and faithfully carried into execution the system
thus begun ; but for its plan, and for surmounnting the fearful diffieulties
presenting themselves at its commencement, we are entirely indebted to
Major Outram, In 1830 this officer, still 2 subaltern, was entrusted with the
eommand of a very important expedition, undectakea expressly on his
own urgent reemmmenuation, intothe countries bordering on the ecenes
of his recent operations. The foree commitied to his charge eonsisted of
detachments fram regiments of the line, the Bheel corps, the Poorsh horse,
and otker native auxiliaries ; and its object was the jovasion of Daung, a
strong, jungly, robber country, dividing Candeish from Surat.  Sir Joha
Malcolm, then governor of the Western Presidency, doubted the practica-
bility, and feared the results, of such an undertaking, even if set sbout with
double the force which could then be spared ; and he yielded only to the
urgent entreaties of the officer who recommended it, and who pledged him-
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self for its perfect success, Mr Outram’s character and thorough knaw.
ledge of the neighbouring country and the people arcund, afforded assurs
ance that sny pledge he wade ou such 2 subject was fikely to be redeemed,
Within one mosth of ouradvance the entire tribes of a territory till now comn-
pletely uokaown te us, and whese jungzles had never been penetrated till
entered by our troops, were completely subdued, and the whale of their chiefs
snd rajahs, amonnting to seven ia namber, were prisoners in Licutenant
Qutram’s hands, This, considering its magnitude, was one of the mest
brilliznt aod suceessful feats of arms from the time of the Mahratta war,

From Candeish Captain Qutram was, in 1833, transferred by the sa-
gacity of thelate Sir R. Grant, Governor of Bombay, to the Mahes Cannta
in Guzerat. Inbabited by turbalent and warlite predatory tribes, this
country had been for years, almost for ages, a scene of desolation, pillage;
and slanghter. Might constituted right, seeurity for life and property was
wunknown, and year after year military operations, with their attendant evils
and transient or doubtful success, bocame necessary for the protoction of
our subjects, Within the short gpace of three years, Captain Qutram, by
the sirength of his intellect, and fertility of his resourees, by his unwearied’
industry and coneiliating spirit, hrought peace and order where sucl: biess—
ings had before been unknowsn. This was effeated withouat Lis having ever,
with one gingle exception, had oecssion to resork to arms. The ex-
periment tried with such admirable results ia Candeish was here repoated
with renewed silecezs : and =0 stable have these arrangements proved, that
for the past seven years tranquillity has scareely ever been intarrapied.
Here was organized the Coolia Police corps,—compased, as its name do-
notes, from tie predatory races.

In December, 1838, he joined the army of the Indus, aeting as extra A, D. 2.
to Lord Keane. We had scarcely touched the shores of Scinde when the
zeal, promptitude, and indomitable activity of Capt. Outram were of the
ntmost serviee to the army. It was not very woodecful thiat the Ameers of
Hydrabad should not be over-zaalous in promaoting the success of an ezpedi-
tion, one of the ohjeets of which was to remder them tributaries lo a sova.
reign whose tule they bad remounced, and mulet them at starting of
£300,000. The carriage-caltle they bad promised had not made iheir ap-
pearance on the arrival of our army at Vikkur, and nothing but the efforts
of Capt. Outram In procuring camels from Cuteh enabled them fo advance
at the time they <id. His adventures on the expedition of Lord Keang are
so fully given in the First Chapter of this narrative that they may bere ba safe-
ly omitted. Though he Iost the favour of tho Commander-in—Chief lie wasre-
peatedly thanked by the Supreme Grovernment, as well as the Stah Soo-
jah, for his exertions. In 1840 he was appointed Eesident at Hydrah=q,
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4 Political Agent for Lower Scinde, and as bas just been seen, he, in
August 1841, was promoted to ithe.charge of the whele covetry from
(Quettah to Kurrachee,

We bave had repeated occasion to refer to the sad disrepnte inte which
our hitherto noimpeachable character for good faith and veracity had fallen
under the administration of Mr Ross Bell. The bitter stigma which
the order of an advance on Cabool pccasicned, after the Sirdars had
agreed to every praposition we had made to them, was isfinitely more
merited in western than in eastern Affyhanistan — where we were szid
*“to have taught every chief to lie and cheat by our example’ (53} Major
QOutram’s two ysars’ regidence at Hydrabad had made the natives well
aware of his characler as a soldier and politician. Tuotimately acquainted
with the prineiples, prejudices, manners, and feelings of the semi.bar-
bariang with whom he had to deal; he was by nature eminently fitted
to command their respeot and esteem. Brave, determined, prompt aad de-
¢ided in all hig procecdings ; he was forbearing, frank, and forgiving. He
was as destitute as any man alive of those jesuitical qualitiea whieh appear
occasionally to be considerod ¢ssential to good statesmanship amongst the
class of diplomists who appear to think that no negociation can elaim
the character of skill whicl is not marked by dissimulation, disingenuous-
mess, and concealment, or which would not readily avail itself of direet frand
eould its objects be forwarded thereby. la Mr Bell’s time, the ehiefs nover
appear to have freated with us without a suspicion that, in some way or
other, ihey were meant to be overreached. In that ofhiis successor they were
told st onee what was desired of them ; thelr expostalations, if they had aay to
offer, wera dnly considered and yielded fo at sirs?, if found reascaable; and
they knew that whatever Major Outram said, whether as threat or promise,
would be made good whatever mighy be the consequences. He permitted
his intercourse with them fo be interrupled by ne parade of eeremony—to
be perverted by Lhe intervention of no third parties, On all oecasions they
found aecess to him personally, and at once had thelr case listened to with
patience, and decided on with justice and moderation without a moment's
delay. 'Where any thing was sugpected of being wrong, Major Outram was
on the spat to examine and inguire for himself, and that with a rapidity
of movement which cast the celerity of their own wild forays into the shade.
Before he had been three months in power, he found that distrust had
venished : that he had done as much as mortal man conld accomplish in

53. Ukhbar Kban's remarlk to Gaptain Troup on kis having returned from
Fcllalabad with the treaty unratified. Uahappily, tho charge of the Sirdar
against our Government is fully borne out by ths evidance of the Blue Book !
Syrely isapeachment is barely encugh for those wie have done so mueh to de-
file the fair and unsullied fawe of Eungland in the East.
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remedying the injury kis pradecessor bad inflicted on out charactsr, Wo
once more became frusted: the verasity of the political agent, instead of
being a sulject of mockery and derision, was looked upon aa inviolable~as i¢
was wonl throughout the east to have been, £ill these unhappy wara began.

The resalt was even move auspicious than eould have been anticipated ;
showing what deep canse we have for grief, that the system which led to it
was not earlier resorted to and practised over a far wider field,

Fram OQctober 1841, when our wisfortunes began, till November 1842,
when they had bean fully and Rnally retrieved, and the policy which led to
them was for a Lima abandoned and repudiated, there vecurred uot betwixt
Quettal and the ses, sither in Scinde or Beloochistan, 3 single exhibition
of hostility or distrust towards ug ¢ thongh at this tima there was not cne
salitary iribe fram Pesheen to Peshawur, including the districts around Can-
dabkar, Ghuznee, Cakool, and Jellalabad, which had not attacked us, Ths
invaluable services of Major Qutram in colieeling baggage-cattle, forward-
ing treasure, and hastening and facilitating the advance of troops, i a
great measare contributed te our nltimate sugeess. Elis econduct in this
respect appears at the time tc have been appreciated both by the late
and the present Governers General. In the despatches published [ the Blue
Book it is repeatedly meationed in termas of the greatest approbatien ;
and Lord Auckland, since his return to Englasd, has, in Parliament,
bestuwed on it the highsst commendations, There were few who cauld
be persuaded of the desperate position to which the Doorannee alliznes
had reduced the finances of India by the end of 1841 ; a position which, if
no insurractioa had oecurred, would, before the close of 1812, have com-
pelled us, under any ecircumatances, te have retired from the couatry ; and
Majer Qutram appear¢d for a time 1o believe, notwithstanding the assurances
of Government to the contrary, that so soon as the insurreetion was sub-
dued we should resume the place we held before it began. No man more
deeply daplored the resolution for a time adopted by the Governmeunt, of
retiring from tho country before any atternpt o retrieve our reverses had
been made. He recommended that Candabar and Jellalabad should, at alt
events, be hald as outposts for the year 1842,(54) and deprecatiog in the
strongest manoer the withdrawal of the garrisen of Sic R. Sale, he stated,
that ke did vot conceive thst a measure more injurious to our interests
in Affzhapistzn, or one more likely to endanger our character there and
in India, could have been devised by our bitterest enemy. These views
were fully concurred in by Mr Clerk and Major Rawlinson, who pro-
posed 2 formal invasion of the country for mext year, Fariher on, when

5¢. Blue Book, p. 197, 8ir J. Nigolls’ letier to the Governor in Council,
March 80, 1842 ; glven verbatim.
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Greneral Nott had been reinforced by the Lrigade of General England, and
fully supplied with carrisge, Major Outram recommended that a direct
movement should be made from Candaliar on Cabool, withont waiting for
General Pollock, whose force was unable (o proceed for want of carriaze,
and was, besides, not necessary,—the Candaliar ariny being strong enough
to accomplish every object the government had in view. (55) Had this
advice beea followed, the acliievements underiaken at snch enormons hazard
in September and Oclober, might have been accomplished in Junewmthe
troops retiring by Jellslabad, without General Pollock inenrriag the cost,
risk, and tremendous labour and loss of money, in penetrating the defiles
beyond Gundamuck. It is not cxactly keown from what cause Major Ouat-
ram incurred the displeasure, and drew down the manifestations of spite
so meanly vented on him shortly afterwards by the Governor-General,
Hs remained ia full favour up to ths beginning of May, at which time it
was intimated to him that he was te be appointed Envey at the ecurt of
Hydrabad—hostilities against tha Ameers not having at this period been
dreamt of, The source of offence iz sald fo have been the friendly interest
taken by him in Lieutecant [{ammersley, assistant political at Quettah.
Geaeral England, with a refaforcement of 1200 men, and convoy of 1500
camels, and £15,000 of treasure, while on his way to Candahar, where the
troops were suffering extremely for want of medicine, and were disubled for
ficld sevvice from deficiency of cash and carriage, was met at Hykulzye by a
foree of the enemy said to have been nearly 800 strong. Anpill-advised attempt
to storm in Zine ! a hilloek which miglht easily have been turned or commanded,
accasioned the repulse of the storming party of 180, when, to the astenishment
of every officer fn the forcs, the whole brigade was ordered to retreat 4 dis-
tance of 25 miles, and imwediately on arriving at Quetfah, commenced ea-
trenching themselves as if for a siege, leaving the troops of {zeneral Nett to
their fate. For a much more veaial error Admiral Byng bad been tried and
shot. A despateh, making a fearful parade of dangers and difficulties, in refa.
rence to which ne information had been provided by the political agent, was .
forwarded to the Supreme Goverament, and Lieutenant Hammersley was dis-
missed. Major Outram wrote to Lord Elienborough entreating him to sus.
pend judgment on this point, until eagniry had bees made as to the nature of
the Bykalzye defences, and the time ozeupied in their constrnction, both of
which were represented by General England in such a formidable light that
the political agent sught to have been informed of the matter. The officers

55. This was exactly the dootrine laid down by the Bombay Times so far
back as March, and insisted on so long as there appeared to be any intention
of advaacing at all—that {f a demonstration on Cabool was to be made, Geteral
Nott might advance with a brigade of 5000, leaving 5000 at Candabar aad
Kelat-i-Ghilzie, and level every town in Affghanistan if deemed cxpedient.
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of (eneral Eagland’s army were almost unanimously of opinion that the
Hykulzye despateh was a tissue of the most grievous mis-statements. To
the Tecommendation for inquiry the Grovernor-General did not think fit to
accede.(56) The perfact facility with which the same ground was gone
over by ths same dstachment exactly a manth afterwards, shewed that it was
neither the existence of defemces nor the want of information, bat the gross
mismanagement of the commanding officer, which oceasioned the retreat from
Hykolzye before an inferior force: the only disgraceful miiitary messure
(thoseat Cubool excepted) which occnrred doring the war, Lient. Hammers-
ley's health had suffered from the extent of his exeytions and the insalu.
brity of the ciimate ; and this barsh, ungenerous, and unjust decision, proved
fatal to him,

Mbajar Quiram had now committed an unpardonable ¢ffence in interposing
in behalf of his frisnd ; and he also must be victimized. From the 2d of
Bay, when the intention of appointing him envay to the court of Hydrabad
was aunocinced te Bim, on to the 19th of Qctober, he Lhasrd no more on the
sobjest ; bal had no reagon to suppose the resolution of the Goveroor-General
in Ius favour altered, A notification in the Gazetie of the latier date intimated
his summery removal from sll political employ, placing his services at the ais-
posal of the Commander<in.Chief for regimental duty; his salary and al.
lowauces to cease from the 15th November, the duties of palizical arent herew
afeer to be discharged by the extra Aldes-de-Camp of General Napier.{57)
Qa the 4th of November he received a pablic dinner at Sukkur previously
to his departare for Bombay. Gensral Nupier presided, and except those
who wore detained by indisposition, of the officers beionging to an army of
nearly 10,000 men acarcely une was absent. The gallant chairman wisely
avoided sll allusion 1o public atfairs, especially to the treatment their guest
had recently experienced. He propesal his health as the * Bayard of the
Indian army-—the Cheoalier sans peur ef sans reprocke.” On his arrival ag
Bombay a similar testimony of public regard awaite:d him ; he was entertained
on the 13th December by a party of upwards of 100, including the Secretaries
and Aide-de-Camp of the Governor, the Secretaries of Government, heads
of all the departments, the Fudges, senior Civil Servants and Steff Ouficers,
aud the whole ¢lite of the Presidency. IHHad he gooe the round of Iudia he
would probably have met with eompliments similarly gratifying at every mi-

Gé  Blue Book, p. 247, Lord kllenbargugh’s leiter 10 the Seeret Counnivtee,
ith E{Ime; the wording of this laster has, in the text, been prousy closely ad-

ered to.

57. 1v must be kept in view, that the crder applied to all che Seinds politi«
¢als; Major Qutram was included amongse the common herd ; not the alight-
esy notice being now takea of his services. The conduct of the Guvornor-
General has been apolozized far on the plea that a functionary such as Major
OCuatram was no longer required in Scindo, Tae appointment of Lieut. Brown
a® commisaioner, shows that this excnse is baseless,
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litary station in the Comapany’s territories, He at this time propased to procesd
to England on furlough. No sooner had Sir C. Napter taken in hand to usn-
ravel the tangled ekein of Seindian politics, thaa Lie found that a task had
bezn imposed on him which he was wholly unable to execute. He applied
to the Supreme Governmen: for assistance, and was permitied to regrest
the services of Major Outram ; the Governor-General had not the courtesy
to make the nomination direet,—jt was done by Sir C. Napier. After slights
and insnlts such as these, Major Outram might readily have excused him-
self fror assuming 2 subordinate appoiniment where he had, three mouths
before, been suprome, on the plea that he had made arrangements fot imme-
diate reiurn to England ; hie never thought of this; he had for twenty years
devoted his life 10 the service of his Government without the most remote
idea of indaolging io personal feeling 3 and new, whea required to rasume the
duties of an offica from which he had been 46 lately and summarily diseardod,
Iie set private arrangements and personal considerations at naught, and started
at once for Kurrachee. Iiis appearanceon the 4th Janaary in Sir C. Napier's
catip, and subseguent interview with the Ameers, mads almost an instan-
taneous change io the aspect of affairs—it inspired confidence of our peace-
ful and honest intentions in the bosoms of the Chiets, who were at once
willing to ascept Major Outram ae a referee, and to be guided by his de-
eisicns on any question of misunderstanding betwizt them and the Supreme
Government, The Governor- General had by this time yesolved to havo terma
proposed to the Ameers so iojurious and jmsulting, that compliance
with them could onever have been sxpected. The object was to bring
them into sach fotal subjection that their independenes would hereafter
be virtnally anoihilated: or fo force a quarrel oo them which might
compel conflict and afford us & pretence for conquering the eountry.
Having succeeded in inducing them to subscribe the treaty: there were
certain seeret and most exorbitant stipulations contained in separate in-
structiens, which he was dirested to insist upon, bur which the Ameers
could oot be prevailed on to comply with. While yet at court, and in hopes
that he might izduce them to concade even these, General Napier continued
to advance steadily on Hydrabad with 2 foree of 2,700 men. The Ameers
intimated to Major QCutram, that unless the army halted until negociations
had finslly been broken off or concluded, thiey would be compelled to move
out and proteet their eapital, from which our troops, whaose object could mo
lIonger be misiaken, were now only 30 miles off: and they fully warned the
Cemmissioner, that unless he retired, they could not further be answerable
for hissafsty. Anxious toavert a conflict which he clearly foresaw wonldbea
desperate and bloody one, and in expectation that he might still be enabled to
obtain by persuasion that which Sir C. Napier was prepared to extort by foree 3
he remained after he had received a first, and then a second formal warnisg to
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depart, or until he and bis escort of 100 men were attackod by 8000 of the
enraged Beloochess now on the eve of marchiag {orth to the fatal fleld of
Mecanee. Abave 90 of the cremy were killed in the defence, and Major
Qutram expressed a fervent but not eanguine bope, ““that their deaths mighe
not be eharged on him as murders.” He cousidered the atiack on himself
as perfectly justifiable by the laws even of Christian war; and conceived,
that 30 {ar were the Ameers from being chargeable with the treachery im-
puted to them by the Goverper-Geoeral, that they had acted a thoroaghly
eandid, friendly, and generons part, till forced to hetake themselves to arms.
Major Outram joined Sir C, Napier on the ove of the battle of Mevanee, at
whicli be was uot, however, present, having been directed to take in hand
the dangerous and troublesoma service of destroying by fire the Shikargurs
which protected the enemy. He retorned to Bombay immediately after the
vietory, having left Hydrabad on the 2Izt, aad reached the presidency on
the 26th February. It was reselved that on this oceasion a Sword, to the
value of 300G guineas, shonld be presented to him by his friends: the sub-
seription list was filled np with the utmost selerity ; and had it becn extend-
ed to the sorvices throughont Indiz at large, £3000 wounld, in all likelihood,
bavc been got ag readily as £300. The followiag inseription was desired to
be engraven on the blade:—*' Presented to Major James Outram, 23d Rogt.
Bombay Native Light Infantry, in token of the regard of his friends, and
the high estimation in which he is held for the intrepid gallantry which kas
marked liis carcer in India, but more especiaily his heroic defence of the
British residency at Hyderabad in Scinde, on the 14th February 1843,
against an army of 8000 Beloochees, with six guas ;' on the oppaosite side
were the words—"¢ sans peur et sans reproche.’” Ha sailed for Esgland on
the 18t April. The stand made at the residency was considered so admirable,
that Si¢ C, Napier mada it a subjeet of separate memorial for the Governere
General, as an example of the defence of a military pest. (58) No notice
was evor takea of this by government, and Major Guiram now remains the
only officer who did duty near Hydrabad whose services have not been pub-
licly noticed in any way by Government. Iis brethren in arms who conld
appreciate his heroie virtwes, were not slow in expressing their sentiments
on the subject: the rulers he scrved alone rcwained silent! It may be
added, in corclusion, that when he temporarily rosnmed his political duties,
ha declined to accept of any remuneration ; and that while acting as Com~

58. This is in part an assamption ; Sir Charles, at the e¢lose of his dospatch
of the 18th Febraary, promises Lo send this, and there is no reason to doubi
that the promize was furilled ; tho text gives nearly the words of the despatch
—~proceciding thus fax oa the h}'pothes}g :is to tho papoer having been forwarded.
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missfoner in Scinde, betwixt the 19th December and 20th Febroary, he was
only in the receipt of the pay and allowances.of a Captain of the 23d N.IL.I
He proposes to remain two years in Europe; by the time ‘of bis return it
i5 to be hoped that the Governmeat of India will be in the hande of some
"ene capable of sppreciaiing the worth of services such as his.
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CHAPTER VI.

Events nesr Cabeol in the beginniog of 1841—Brigading of the Troops In Affghanis-
tan—3heltop’s Brigade leaves Ferozepora—Alleged raduction of the Army—Expodi-
fion izte the Naxian valley o February—Lient, Iigou Lilled by sn explosion—Captain
Dauplas shot—Aerlvnl of the 33 Conivoy at Cabaol—Return of the Shah and Enroy to the
Capital-=Arrogance of the Bhah..Jeikh affaivs—Death of Kurrnck 8ing—~0f Nao Nehal Sing
—Bhere 8ing proclaimed King-~Dissipated habits of—His coropation—(luesn Dowagor
daclarod pregonant—=ghera Sing withdrawe himsslf—A revolntion ia the Arty—He is restoved
to the throne—Tronguillity of the Punjaub—Captain Broadfoot'a convoy..Death of ono of
the Rogal Ladies—Danger of the Convay—Cool and good condact of Captain Broad.
foot—Arrivea at Peshawur—Hcena of Nagrativa changes— Suftnr Jung Governor of Candas
har—His misconduct and dissipation-~Discontents in the Ghiizic countrywEzpedition to
Ghirisk—Detachments of tha Rhak's troopsd destroyed——Captain Farrington sats ont—Pnr-
suez Ukhtar Kboanand defeate him 46 the Helmund—Msajor Tod's nreival from Berat—Reln-
forosments sent to Ghirisk-Major Lynch’s managemeont of the Ghilzia country—Rezolvos
to fortify Eelat-i-Ghilzle—Unhappy affair at Kulla i Ingoz—(enaral rlsing of the country—
Celonel Wymar's reiofor t from Coandahar—Defeats the enemy—Detachment from
Ghucsic quartored at Mookloor~-Colonel Chambers'aezpodition~8nccess of Captain Walker
and Lieut. Brzzett—Captain Woodburn's Detachmant tent o Ghirigk--Battle with Ukh.
tor Khan on the Belmund—Misconduet of the Janbaz Hoese—Brillisnt victory Ex-
podition under Captain Grifin--Baitie with Ukhtar Ehan's troops—(Great slaughter
of the cnemy—Expedition under Colonel Wymer into ihe Teeree econntry—Copiure
of Akraw Khan=—Jlis execotlon — Colonel Maclaren's Drigade lesves for India—Di-
rectod to retarn and proceed to Cabool—Advance found impossikie =« Posts in YWestern
Affghapistan inp October 1841 —_Affairs at Cabool—Eapedition inte the Zoormut Valley—
Btrength of Army ia BEastern Affghenistaa—Ghilzio insurrectlon oceasionsd by stopyage of
tributo—Conelusian—Loas of life during the Affghan war—Less of Treasure--Bir W, Mac.
naghten's totter aa presenting Sir Alexaadar Buxnoss memoris] —Apathy of the people ab
home-Lord Paimerston’s Tiverion speach~—Froposed continmation and subsequent aban-
donment of our Affghan poley-—Refections on the conduct of the Political Aponta—Nable
condact of the Army~-Conclusion.

Tas history of the avents in Beloochiztan and Secinde ariging out of our
connection with the Doeoraunee sovereign has, in last chaptor, besvn brought
down fo the commencement of the Ghilzie insurrection, when our alliance
may beaaid to have terminated, the whols of its ebjects having been frustratad :
from this time we remained in the couatry, ian the first place until we
could find the means of retiring from it ; and afterwards, on sacond thoughts,
till somo signal mack of onr vengeance had been ioflicted on the Affghans for
daring to dispute our right to make a esuseless invasion into their territe-
ries,—and for baviog eondneted that dispute with the falseheod, perfidy, and
vindiclivenoss characteristic of the quarter of the globe to which they be-
longed.

The thread of the narrative, in order of time running parallel with this,
requires now to be resmined at Cabool, where it was broken off at the close
of the third chapter, with the account of tho surrender of Dost Mahomed in
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November 1840, and the temporary and partial tranquillity which immew
diately thereafter enswed. This auspicions state of repose was of short
duration ; sc soon as the season for active operstions opened, one general
ferment of discontent and insurrection made its appearance from Ghirisk te
Jellalabad : a eondition of matters which was never remedied or allayed dare
fng the period of our continuance in the ¢ountry.

‘The following order was issued on the 28th of FJanuary, for the brigading
of the troops in Affghanistan: (1) the first brigade of infantry, stationed at
Cabool, and comsistiog of H. MJ's 13th, the 16th, 35th, and $7th Bengal
N. I.: to be under the command of Sir Robert Sale; Capt. Wade, of H, M."s
}3th, acting as major of brigade. The Candahzr, or secoud brigade,
under tho charge of Gencral Nott, was to consist of the 24, 424, and 43d
N.1 Tho third brigade, consisting of H. M.’s 44th, the 27th and 54th
N.L, was to be commanded by Colonel Sheltoa: it was at this time at Jel«
lalabad, These three brigades comprised nine regiments ef the line, of
which two were (Jueen’s and seven Company's, and contained probably
about 7,500 man. This was exclusive of the Bombay treops at Quettah
in Beloochistan, and Scinde,—as well as of cavalry, attillery, the Shal's
contiogent, and all irregulars,—whick brought up the strength of the army
required to be paid by the East India Compaoy for the maintenance of the
Pogrannee alliance, Lo betwixt 25,000 and 30,000 men. Loose as tho statement
appears, it is diffienlt to make it more specifie, from the fleetuating steength
of the irregulars, which consiituted vearly one balfef the coutingent,

When thase arrangements were made, Colopel Shelton was still on his
march. e left -Ferozopora on the 8th December, 1840, reached
Peshawur in the boginning of January, and arrived at Jellalabad ahout
the 25th of that month. lde crossed the convey acecompanying Dast
Mabomed to Hindostan, at Rawul Pindee, on the 6tk Jannary. The
Kaflla escorted by Colonel Shelion’s troops Is commonly koown as the second
convey of the season; the frst having been that under Colonel Wallace,
mentioned i a previous chapter, and nsnally termed the grand convey.
The third eonvoy left Ferozepora on the 31st January = it was escorted by a
wing of the 5th N, L., a detachmeat of IL. M.’s troope (details of the 18th
and 44th) under Captain Havelock, and a detachment of the Company's
under Captain Manning apd Lient, Pottinger, soms artilfery drafis under
Lieut. Brengham, and a Goorkal detachment uoder Lient. Crawford ; the
whole was commanded by Lieut.—~Colonel Oliver, (2) General Elphinstone
and Brigadier Anquetil accompanied this force, together with Major Thanae
and Lieut, Eyre——all names of men speedily destined {o oceupy » conspien-

L. Calcutta Government Gazette, January 25.
2, Delld Gueette, Fokruary 3-
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ous placc amongst the fearful ovents which followed ten months afterwards.
Sir ‘Willoughby Cotton crossed them on his return three marches on their
way : he reached Ferozepore on the 6th February.

The ist Bengal European regiment, and two companies of the 27th N.L,
which had accompanied the grand convey, under Colonel Wallace, were
sent back to India under command of Colonel Wheeler, as an eseort to Sir
W. Cotton. These were replaced by Shelton’s brigade, and the troops
attending the second and third convoys, about 4030 ia all, 28 a substitute
for 1100 withdrawn. These changes were afterwards censured as prema—
ture withdrawals of the troops from Affghanistan,-wthros men being seut
where one was intended to be taken away !

Thie raost continuzous and ueinterrupted series of disorders requiring fo be
enumorated occured in i841 pear Candahar ; and that tho narrative of these
may be left unbroken, 2 slight departure from siriet chronological order will
permit the expedition of Colonel Shelton into the Nazian valley to be notic~
ed without breaking in upon the history of the squabbles with the Westera
Ghilzies: thosa fo the east and south of Cabool having given little trouble
from: the meonth of February till the great aad disastrous eatbreak of Qctober,

Colonel Shelton, when on kis way from Ferozepore, was directed by the
Envoy to proceed from Jellalabad to chastise a refractory tribe called the
Sungoo Kail, inhabiting the Nazian valley. For this purpose, a strong foree
marched from Jellalabad on the 2ist February, consisting of a detachmeat
of Sappers and Mliners, sand a troop of Horso Artillery with four guns,
H. M/'s 44th, and the 27th N, I.  Troops of the Shah Soojal consistiog
of a detachnsent of the mountain train, I squadron of the 2d Cavaley, 33
Infaatry Regiment, and 1st corps of Janbaz Cavalry. This foree arrived at
Pesh Bolack, a distance of about twenty-three miles, on the 23d, and was
joned by Captain Farris's corps of Jezailehies, and the 3¢ Regiment of
Janbaz, Quittiog this post on the moreing of the 24th,(3) the Nazian val.
ley was entered by the Sarobi Pass soon after daybreak. The force having
been divided, Colosel Shelion advanced up the centre of the valley with
six companies of I, B."s 44th under Colonel Mackerell, 2 similar numbes
of the 27th N. I nader Col, Palmer, (4) and two guns under Capt. Nicholl:
The 1st Shah's Janbaz regiment, the 2d cavaley, and two huudred Jezaila
chees, under Hyder Alli, a native commandant, proceedad from tho Jeft flank
along the high ground, elosing the valley on the east side : the remaiader
of this eorps, moving from the extreme right of the detachment, under
Captain Ferris, were to attack the enemy on tho laft: two companics of

3. Brigadier Shelton'’s Despatch. . L

4. 'rhis officor with his regiment {27th N, L) was shut up in Ghuzaie in
the follewing November, and beeame & prisoncr in Moxch 1542, romainisy in
the hands of the cncmy il September.
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$1.M.%a 44th, and two of the 27th N.I., supported by detachments from the
same regimesnts, with lwo six-pounder guos, uader Captains Scott and
Swayne, moved along the heights on the west of the valley. A strong body
of regulars and ircegnlars made a considerable detonr so as {o enter by
the eastera pass the dell, which was thus hemmed in en all sides, Captain
Ferris came in almost {ramediate contact with the eaemy : he attacked thom
with great spirit, pursuing them with the most determined gallaatry over
almost inaccessible beights, and driving them before him woder a galling
fire. The Jezatlehees suffered sevetely in the performanee of this service. The
insuirgents were retiring with their women and children, and driving off their
flocks, inclining tha line of their ratrcat so as to get out of reach of our fire
with all convenient speed, when Hyder Ali, with his two hundred Jezail.
chees, met them and captured most of their catile: Lisutenant Golding,
with Lija Janbaz, made a snccessful charge upon the fagitives, and destroyed
a considerable number in their attempts to escape. Sewe skirmishing bhad,
meanwbile, oceurred up aod down the valley, where the conduct of the
troops wag excellent, and thoir success complete. A few men still held out
in two of the forts, till the pates were blown open by powder-bags., The
explosion en the second occasion proved fatal to Licutenant Pigou of the
Eogineers, who, with the ntmest caclness and gallantry, conducted the
operations. He was blowa vp sod kilied : hie body falling at a distance of
about eighty yards from the place of explosion. The Nazisn valley is about
sight miles in length, studded from end to end, on both sides, with forts,
Nearly the whole were in our posgession by a little after soon, the advance
of tha lroopa haviog been one continued conrse of suceess. Qur casnalties
amounted to eighteen killed, and thirty-four wonnded : those of the enemy
were estimated at from forty te fifty killed and wonanded, The following
day the sawme force procceded into a sectuded valley adjeining, similarly de.
fened, and sprinkled with fors, but of which scarcely any thing was known :
they continned as fermerly to carry avery thing befors them. The growud
over which the march had to bo performed was difficult: the deflles werc deep,
narrow, and appalling ; the heights requiriny to be crownad by the flankisg
parties rugzed and precipitous. The loss of Captain Dovoglas, who was
shot dead by the side of his eemmander, was the only casnalty which oe-
eurred, and by the evening of the 25th, eighty-twoforts had been captured. (&)
The force returned to camp, baving fulfilled the objeats of the expedition
in devastating a valley whose inhabitants had proved refractory on the
usual sobject of tribmte, it is presumed : though the occasion or manuer
iz which the insnbordination for whick they were chastisod manifested itself,
js not stated. The third convoy of the seasen, which, as already noticed,

5, Colonel Shelton's Despateh, 25th February.
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commenced its march on the st February, was now well on its way towards
ihe Attock, and Captaln Broadfoet, escortiog a portion of the Shalys family,
had just entered, or was about to enter, the Seikh territory, where the dis-
pute for the saccession betwizt the Dowager Princess and Shers Singh was
threatening disorder.

The third brigade, in consequence of the disturbances apprehended in ihe
Punjaub, was meanwhile ordered to stand fast at Jellalabad, to wateh the
progress of events. The third convoy arrived in safety on the 4th April:
General Elphinstone having preceded them by four days. The 54th N. 1.
and a squadron of the Light Cavalry were ordered to proceed to Gunda.
muek on the 8th to kecp open she way for the convey itself, which, accom-
panied by its former escort, marched on the %th. The Shsh Socojah, at-
tended by the Envoy and court, who had, as ip the first year of the vew
reign, taken up his winter quarters at Jellalabad, was enabled by the guard
of the convoy to retare to Cabool on the S0th of April, accompaniod by
General Elghinstone, whe, a3 already mentioned, tock the place of Sir
Willoughby Cotton in the command of the forces in Affghanistan—a brief,
troubled, and disastrous chtarge. The arrogance of the weak and vohappy
monarck had grows upen him, as wight have been expected, by the
adulation which was paid to him, and the actual power which our friendship
had enabled him to exercise compared to the mere nominal anthority he bad
formerly possessed when on the throne. Punetilious at all times, he now
gave full rein to that small-minded and miserable selfishaess which fue-
nished the most prominent feature in his character; insisting on the
minudest observance of stignette and ceremony, {6}

6. The following oxtract of & letter of 8ir William Macnaghten’s, accom-
panying the report of Sir A. Burncs on the Consclidation of Affghanistan, to
which we have already had oceasion to refer, sutficiently indicntes the excessively
exaggoratod. view taken of his majosty’s exccllences by the envoy in August
1840) e Hia Majoaty invariably cvinoes the greatest anxiety that justice should
ho done to all hig subjects. ilis Majesty sits in darbar every morniug, ezoept
Thursday, for about two hours, and Ustens with the greatest patience to tho ro-
presentations of his chiefs. One day is set apart for hearing the complaints of
all those who may allege that they have not received redress from the antho-
rities to whom their cases have beeu referred.—Though stern in the exesntion
of justice (2= wes exemplified only the other day in the pase of the murderer
in whose pardou so much influence was exeried) yet His Majesty is merciful
and kind-hearted in the extreme ; and if the personal qualities of a monarch
could ensure popularity, Shah Soojnh could not fuil to obtuin it. My longer
cxperignce of His Majesty’s character moro thoroughly convinges me of the
truth of what I have already asserted, that thero is not an abler or a beiter
mzan than himaclf iu all his dominiens.”’—The subjoined extract from a private
journal kept by Sir Alexander Burnes up to the day before his murder, and
presorved by Mehun Lal, will show how completely the opipiens of Sir W.
Macna%hten were shortly afterwards changed :— .

¢ Cabool, 1st Beptember, 1841, ¥ * * An ¢xprossion from Mae-
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The FEavoy, who continued to profess the highest opinion of the ex.
esllences of the Shah's character and of his capacity for government,
indulged bim in the sillicst whims, and most absurd and troublesome
caprices, On his return to the capital an order was issued that no officer
should ride through, or even enter, the Bata Hissar, unless reguired so to
do as a matter of duty. A fort which Captain Mailnwarizg had purchasad
at a large price, as a residence, as well as one of the commissariat stores,
were directed to be abandoned or removed as beisg too mear the royal
gardens!

The history of Seikh affairs, from the death of Runjeet Sing, in July 1839,
to the accession of Shere Sing, Is well worthy of 2 separats chagpter: it
may be sufficient here to remark, that tho Lien of the Panjaub having
been quietly succeeded by his sen, the weak and imhecile Kurruck Siog,
this prince was cat off on the 5th November after 2 lingering and painful
illnesss, aggravated by the proseriptions of native physicians, which alene
lie coutd bo persuadad to attand to. His body was burned, and one of his
wives with three of four of her hand.maildeny, were immolated os the funeral
pyre. His only son and heir, Nao Nehal Sing, was killed the same day by
the falling of a beam in onc of the clfy gates on returning from his father’s
obsequies.

Two days after this Shere Sing, Governor of Cashmers, was proclaimed
Sovereipn. This prince waa the son of one of the wives of Rugjeet Sing, but
bora on an oceasion when her husband had been so long absent from home,
as to leave little doubt as to his illegitimacy. He was, however, treated as a
prince of the blood, though not eonsidered heir to the threze. He was made
governor of Cashmere; was a man of both energy and ability, but of habits
s0 extremely dissipated, that he was mach estranzed from the old Lion kim-
setf, whoze own mauner of lifc should have made him in the last degree
forbearing towards the frailties of his imputed son. Shere Sing hastened
ta Labeore and was duly installed on the mmusnud. Meanwhile one of
the wives of Kurruek Sing was declared pregoant, and shut up in the
zenana ;—a large party, includiog the Earopean officers taken into
pay by Runjeet Sisg, being atiached to her cause. This ivoked for—
midable, and though the people clung to the prince, the strength of his
party continued for a time to decline, when at length he professed to have
abdicated and retfred from power. This was merely a ruze to enable him
to visit those districts where he was popular, and to vaise and cotleet his
friends for a further effort. A revolution took place early in January, the

naghten to-day that ¢ the Blish Soojah was an old woman not fit to rule his
ll"ggiﬂﬁ, with divers other eondemnations.’—Aye, see my Travels so fax back as
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priace returned towards ths city, the leading men joined him on the way,
and the army went over to his standavd nnder the walls of Lahore. Genes
rals Court, Ventura, and Avitabile had been brought over, and before the
end of the month, the new ruler was saated on the throne; the pripcess
Liaving been persuaded to abandon further claims for the preseat but not till
after offering = stont defence, in which 2000 of her followers are said to have
fallen. These events occasioned much commotion through the coustry, the
troops becoming mutinous and disorderly, and acting as brigands on the
chief lines of routs. Wo sericus mischiefs, luckily, arose out of these dis-
orders, whode aspect at one time had been ao alarming. By the commence-
ment of the hot season matters ware so fav tranguillized that the Seikh
traops were entrustsd with the conveyance of treasure for ¢ur armies,

About the end of March, Captain Broadfoot left Ferozepore with a
weak detachment of sepoys, a small body of Ghoorkas, and & detachment of
Alezander's horse—in all abont 1000 strong, one half only being regular
infantry,—in charge of a portion of the family of the Shah Soojak, ineluding
about 100 ladies, who bad not &ill now rejoined him. Soon after ke
entered the Pnnjaub, the sountry became much disturbed ; several regi-
ments had mutinied, and bands of robbers marauded all over the kingdoo.
Az the ladies’ jewels were valuable, and the convoy had a considerable guan.
tity of property in charge, a strong inducement to attack was held out to
men over ready to plunder uader the slightest of temptations. Mauch sick-
ness prevailed, and nearly 150 sepoys are 2aid to have deserted. An acelw
dent occureed early on the march, eminently illnatrative of eastern manners,
in refereace to the seclusion in which the femalex of the higher ranks are
maintained. A restive camel threwits load, consisting of one of the wives of
kis mejesty, eoncealad with as much privacy a3 a camel litter would permic.
The beast fell heavily upon bis burthen, which now entangled him, Iaa
mowment at Eacopean officer was on the spot, anxious to release the saffer
ing captive; who amidst all the terrer and torture which the steuggles of
the restive animal must have oceasioned, depresated Interference, and oo~
treated that no man might approach to subjeet ber to sufferings worse than
death,~that of being seen! She was so injured that she died & few hours
afterwards. Thoagh repeatedly threatened, tha prudent conduct and bold
front at all times manifested by Captaia Broadfoot, overawed the rebels. His
chisf danger was near Attoek, whera the occupants of a stockade firat threat »
ensd an immediate attack on him. Though outnumbering his force by
ahout six to ons in strength, he sent a peremgptory mandate lo them, inti.
mating that usless thoy immediately gave him what assistance was reguired
to help him on his way, he would compel them; and that if they sontinued
to maintain the present unfriendly atIEti:ude, he would attack and destroy
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their fort. [t was easier to make this threat than te carry it inlo excen~
tion ; but the beld eonfldence it implied, served the purposes desired. FEn.
trenchments meanwhile were dug, and defences thrown up, and the most
active preparations wade for hostilities. The Seikhs even proceeded so faras
to plunder the women’s travelling litters, haviny got it into their heads that
they earrled treasure. They next secured soveral of our cattle, and gome of
the cliefs came into camp and became insolent. Findiag that Captain
Brosdfoot was not to be bullied, they prodnced a latter from Genl. Avitabile,
sssuring him of protection, Thiz was throwa back in their faces—they
were told that fifty letters from ihs General would not make thieves honest
meg ; and that they must restore every thing they had taken, or they would
be instantly attacked; and that if this was not done in ten minutes, they
would be treated ag criminals, They now became terrified, and d4id as
they were desired. Alarmed and humbled, they permitted the econvey to
eross the Attock and proceed towards Peshawur, where it arrived in safe-
ty on the 18th May. Such, however, had been the alarm for their safety,
that Col. Shelton proceeded by foreced marches through the pass with H.M.'s
44th, 1st troop lst brigade H, A., two sgnadrous of the 5th L. C., with the
27t and 54th N. L, fo assist him in case 6f need—or at zll events to show
the Seikhe that ald was at hand. Their duties were happily limited to
those of an escort from Juraroed to Jelallabad. They reached Cabool on the
17th June 3 a party of the Bappers having been left bekind to look after the
magazine stores at Gundamuck,

Te the northward and westward of Cabool theugh discontent was ge-
neral, and casual ondbreaks of a trivial nature mot unfrequent, mo affair
of any considerable importance oeenrred betwixt the surrender of Dost Ma—
homed and the gemeral rising which took place exactly that day twelve-month
—on the 2d November 1841. To the south the Ghilzies and Khyberrees
were liberally rewarded for the use of their passes ; and just so long only
as their stipend of £8000 a-year was paid in full, did they remain at peace.

The scene of the marrative which relates to the warlike proceedings of
summer 1841 must now be shifted to the westward, At Candahar popular
disconteut appeared to be approaching a ¢xisis just as matters around Cabool
wers becoming tranquillized by the surrender of Dost Mahomed on the
8d November. {7) Sufter Jung, son of Shab Soojah, kad been appointed
governor of the town and province, with asalary of £1700 a-year. Tho whole
of the offspring of the Doorannee sovetreign-—wPrince Timour alone exeepted
—-appeared to bave been men of the most worihless character, and depraved
and dissipated habits. The Candabar governor was a wretch too execrable

7. Bee Chapter 1L, p, 162.
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to live, Ile is said frequently to have increased an income of £140 a~
month te £10,000, by exbortion aloune: on one oecasion, he put a merchant
to the torture on some irivolous pretence, and released him only whea £300
had been paid by his relations for his Liberation. The money thus vil.
lanously obtained was squandered in the grossest sensuality, and in shame-
less and excessive indulgence in a vice not uocommon jn the east, which
in Europe i3 reckoned go infamous, above all others,zs to be nameless. (8)
On oue oceasion he managed 1o entice sorwe Europesus inte lis residence,
and, having drugged them with brandy, took advanlage of their helpless
condition, OQue of them afterwards poisoned himself. The political ageat
was not allowed to intecfore with the pleasures of the Prince, whose mis.
eonduct was thus bringing scandal on the British name, (9) The contrast
betwixt the family of the late and prezent ruler was most disadvaniageous
to us: the sons of Dost Mahomzed being so vemarkable for sheir pgood
couduct, and maniy, soldier-like, and intelligent bearing, as lo mwake a
deep impression on every Buropean who came in contaet with them. {10)
By the middle of Decomber the country was threatesed with a general
insurrection-—discontent was af its bighest piteh everywhare, and the
detestation of the Shali Sonjah, intense aad universal as it had now be-
eome, was too manifesi (o be disputed Ly the most davoted of his friends,
A detaehment of 800 men—a sort of armed police—provided with a
couple of gunsg, having been seat to the westward to collect revenuse on
the basks of the Helmund, were atiacked by the enemy and defeated, 400
or 500 of them having been killed and their guna taken. Sunch a casualty
domanded inglant attention from the authorities. Abont this time a detagh-
ment, eonsisting of the 1st troop Shal's Artillery, 2ad N.1., and kst Cavalry,
with € guns and some Irregular Horse, was dispatehed from Candshar by
{tenoral Nott, nnder charge of Caplain Farrington, inte the Zamin Dawur
eountry, for the purpose of dispersing a body of rebels assembled under a
chief named Akhtar Khan.{1}) They reached Koosh-kina~Khood oa the
23th December, and halted on the fellowing day to permit Lient. Elliott,
the political agent, to complete his arrangements. On the moraiog of the
80th, thay proceeded te Sungboor, 16 miies in the direction of Saerwan.
killah, where the detzshmsent of the Shal’s troops, under Mshomaed Alium
Khan had the evening before Leen completely worsted, his guns and
baggage having been captured by the insurgents. This success on the

8. Agra Ukhbar, Nov. 7.—Bombay Tines.

9. Letter of the medicai attendent of the prince.—Bombay Iimss, October
o1, 1840,

10. Letters from tho late Dr. Grant, Bombay medical scrvioc.—Bombay
Times-

11. Caplain Farrington’s despatch, 4th January, 1841,
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part of the enemy was likely to acquire for them many new adherents, and
28 their force was now making formidable head, Capt. Farrington resolved
t0 hasten natters as much as possible, preserving the utmost secreey as to
his intentions. On the moraing of the 31st, the detachment marched 25
miles, erossing the river Helmund, kere a broad and diffienlt stream, and
occapying the fort of Ghirisk oo its western bank 80 miles from Candahar.

On the 1st Jan. the march was continued 22 miles farther to Kareegha.
By thesa rapid movements the rebels were outmsancenvred and outwitted.
They became so completely misled as to tho object of our movements, and
natnce of our pesition, as to believe at one time thal another force was in
their rear.  On the 2d a halt ta refresh the men was indispensible. It hav.
ing been reported that the insurgent force was in the neighbourhasd, a ra-
connoitring party, eonsisting of somte {rregular horse and a postion of the ist
cavalry, under Lieutenants Patterson and Hawkins of the horse artillery,
proceaded in the direction of Luadie Nowah. The enemy were discovered to
have taken up a difficult position among the sand hills in the neighbourhaod,
They had a strong range of heighls in their froat, and a canal in their rear.
The irregular hovse, with Lieutenant Patterson, haviog sucecaded in driving
In their outposts, gave Lientenant Hawkins tims to briog his guns, which
were sapported by the 2d M.I., into position. A well-directed fire of grape
and shraprell having been opened upon the rebels, they were prevented
crossing the crest of tho heights, behind which they ensconced themselves,
The 1st cavalry followed up the advantage thus gained by the 2d N.[.: they
charged under a heavy fire of matehlocks, and drove the enemy everywhers
from their position. The insnrgeat foree eonsisted of from 1200 to 1500
horse and foot: they were drawn vp ia four divisions, two of which at-
tempted to turn our left. Their objects were frusirated by the cavalry, who
charged and defeated them. Thay twera pow completely routed : sixty were
left daad upon the feld, amongst whem was one chief of distinction, A
standard was taken. Their wounded must have amousnted to several hun.
dreds. After half an hour’s halt at the conclusion of the action, the de-
tachment posted on to Shornek, the stronghold of a tebel chief: where the
guus, lost on the 29th, were recaptured. We had six killed, and fourteen
wounded. Lieutenant Young was severely, snd Lisut, Patterson slightly,
injured. This seems o have been a very judicisusiy and gallantly con-
dueted expedition altogether, and reflected the utmost credit en Captain
Farringtoo, the military leader, and Lientenant Elliot, the politieal autho.
rity. (12)

On the 9th Feb. the 38ch N.I, ander Colonel Wymer, atrived at Canda.
har, and were added to the strength of Geo. Nott's brigade. Oa the 20th,

12. The narrative is slightly abridged from the despatch.
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the 1st regiment of the Shah’s infantry, 500 irregular horse commandey
by Captain Leeson, together with the 5th Shal’'s infantey under the com-
mand of the gallant Captals Woodburn, (18) left Candahar to reinforee the
garvizon at Ghirisk. Fears were eotertained for Major Tod and his party,
now known to have left Herat, and believed to have Ukhtar Khau in front,
and Yar Mabomed in their rear, They arrived at Ghirisk on the 21st with-
out sustsining harm : they had left on the 8th, and were aware that numerous
parties of marauders were on the way ready to attack them : but the escort
of tho embassage was too strony, and the intended assailants kept their
distance. DMatters having become comparatively quiet in Shawl, Captain
Anderson's {roap of horse actillery, with the remainder of the 33th N, |
were ordered to retarn to Candahar from Quettal, ab which latter place
the army of Genersl Brooks was immediately ezpecied.

The tronbles of the Ghilzte esuniry affords a connected and almost unin-
terrupted serfes of disturbacces from the surrender of Dost Mahomed—
the date &t which the scene was shifted from Caboo] to Belgochistan,—down
to the termination of our eenuneetion with the Dooraanes empire.

The characters of the political administrations of Mr. Bell and Capt. Bean,
—the anthority of the former of whom was absolute in 4fie couateies below the
Bolan pass, that of the latter being supreme in the district immediately abave
it, bave already been detailed in » previous ehapter. Major Rawlinson {14)
held the chief palitical authority at CaodaharewMajor Lynch(15) being iwa-
mediately nnder him io charge of the Ghilzie conatry. 'The Iatter offcer
unfortunately seemed to have been deeply imbued with the creed at this
time uohappily of gencral ptevalenca amongst the politicians of JIndia
whose votaries held it & maxim, that in state affairs the ordinary principles,
of morality were by no means to be liold binding, bat that somathing which
they termed ** expediency,” which seamed to warrant every variety of
raguery, trick, and deeeii—which furnished every man, in short, with auw
therity to do without reproach in his public character, whatever he thought
fit, was the gole rale by which stalesmen, big and smail, should be gunided,
‘The laws of war aad of nations as recognised in Europe, were held to be
inapplicable in cases where such couatries as Affghanistan had to be dealt
with.(16) These things, which are gathered from the published statements

13. This brave and excellent officer waa, along with a pariy of one hupdred
sick sepoys on their way to Hindoatan, aitacked at the outbreak of the insur-
rection on the 3d Nov. 1841, and cut to pieces near Ghuznie.

14. Liaut. Rawlinson has the Jocal ravk of Major in Persia. At the time
referred to he was a Lieut. of 1835, of the 1si Bombay Grenadiers, and is &
Kunight of the Lion and Sun.

15. The same 1s the ease with Major Lynck, a Lisut. of 1833,

16. Thess seem still favourite views amongst a cousiderablo class of par-
s6n# both at home and here, in veference to ladian affairs. ‘The stateraent of
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of Major Lyneh, are necessary to be explained to account for some portions
of his proceedings, otherwise not easy o be accounted for.

On the restoration of the Shal Soojsh in Auwgust 1839, Sunnnd Khan had
been appointed chief of the Tokey (Ghilzie) tribe, more from the conside-
ration of his having been a well-wisher ¢o his Majesty, than for any in-
trinsic qualities for governmenf possessed by him. He seemed to bave
been & weak.minded man, unfitted for the exercise of the autberity which
had besn placed in his hands; and Major Lynch accordingly recommended
his removal—not says he *f that this was a just act, for nothing could be
brought forward to impugn his loyalty or fidelity,” but because he was ill qua.
lified to rule the tribes over whom he had been set.(17) The change was ac»
cordingly effected ; Sunoud Khaa was removed, aed a chief more vigorous,
oune of bis rivals of the race of Shaboodeen Killie was set up to rule in his
stead. Ths country for a tirae became comparatively tranquil. In the be-
ginning of July, Licutenant Nicholsen, whe had hitherto been the active
manager of Ghilzio watters, left for Cabool,—the entire ebarge hereby de-
volving on Major Lynch, who had a force cousisting of the Shah's 5th Hia-
dostanes Regiment, 4 guns, and betwixt 300 and 400 Irrsgular Horse placed
at his disposal.(18) These weredirecled toremain in the field till the boginning
of winter ; but they were not expected to be required in actual fighting, as
every effort was directed to be made to conciliate the tribes. Sultan Maho-
med Khan, one of the most obsfinate and refractory of the chiefs, was at
length; and with moeh difficulty, induced to take the cath of allegiance to
the Shah Seojab. ITawas a shrewd, cunning, unserupulous, and enterprizing
man, and much vaine was attached to his friendship. He, so early as the
roonth of August, recommended that the troops meant fe be maiatained in
that quarter of tise country shonld eeenpy Kelat-i-Ghilzie, which place he
recommended as in itseif a commanding station, and oze where the govern-
ment of the country bad generally been located. When Dost Mahomed
made his appearance on the Kohistan frontier previcns ia the baitle of Ba-
meezn on the 18th September, (19) emissaries bad been seat into the Ghil-
zle country, but were unable to shake tho loyalty of the chiefs- In this
auspicious condition matters remained ti]l the approach of winter, when the

Lord Lansdowne, received by the House of Comwmoss as axiowmastie In 1818,
seems to have become exploded befors 1838, His lordship said “ that he did
not believe their Jordships would sanedon any rules of war in India, diffaring
from thoese prescribed in Europe ; that it was their duty to convey ovor every
purtion of the globe where their power extended, thosc principles of justice
and moderation which governed them in Eurgpe.’”

17. Major Lynch's statement for the Envoy, June 22, 1811. Hombay Times,
April 20, 3842,

18. The narrative of the affairs of the Ghilzie country will be found to have
been brought down thus far is Chapter IIL, pp. 147 and 148. ,

19, Yide ante, p. 156.
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severity of the cold compelled the withdrawal of the iroops. They retired
to Candahar on the l4th November attended by sueh an sseort of friendly
Ghilzies as had rarely been seen assembled together for any purpose save to
eoncert for war or plunder.

In the beginaing of Decr. (20) it became known that about 70 of the mem«
bers of the Shaboadeen tribe, including a brother of a chief of note who had
found refuge in the Panjaub the previous year, (2¢) had been made over
to the British Government and sent prisoners te India, The Affghans ap.
pear ail along to have held {n special abhorrence ths idez of being removed
fromn their native eountry, and detained as captives in Hindostan. “Itisa
very commor saying amougst them,"” observes Major Lynch, from whose
ataterment this much of the present earrative is chiefly taken, ** when they
talk of the Shah Socjah ir comnection with the British, and when they are
told that heis king of Affghanistan, and only supported by the Indian
Government, that they eonceive it rather a cutrious fact that Shah Soo-
jah should be king of Affghanistan, and have his state prisons in India or
London. I am firmly of opinion, that if there has been ona messnre more
than another ealeulated to make ug unpopular with the Affirhaas, it has beon
the untoward circumstance of sending into exile Hadjee Khan Kakar and
the sther Affghan khang.”

From this time Msajor Lyoch considered that all chance of the system of
eonciliation—which had previously been so promising—altimately proving
stiecessful was now at an end, and that coercion and savere measures could
alone produce or maintain tranquillity. The mode in which he proposed
to change from the one to the other was certainly summary and anserapulous
enough. Hoe writes to the Eavay uader date 27th Decembor—* It is just
as well the Tokies did not know you had seized their Pet.man [one of the
Ghilzies given up to us by the Selkhs, and for the poasession of whose
perso it appears the Eovoy had for six or seven montha been negaociating]
or the chief of the Shaboodeen Killie, or they might, in all probability,
have boned me, and given you some trouble, when the Dost was at large.
However, we have langhed at their beards, and liope you will now approve
of my adopting a new systewn, for the conciliatory one will not work in the
Tokey land for the futore, WE ©AN HASILY GEF THEM TO COMMIT THEM-
$ELVES, AND IN LIEv of their present pay, give them a few more ronods of
cannister from Anderson’s gnns, which they will now in all probability

20, It is ealled Maxch in Major Lyneh’s MS.; instead of 1st March it must
be 1st December,—g note farther down discusses the matter.

21. % The Seikhs who had been detected giving harbourage to the Ghilze
refugees somo months before, were eow (Sept. 1846) proved to have promised
suppliesof money to Dost Mabomed Khau,” snte, Chap. I11., p, 162,
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requite before the winter is over.’{¥2) A more indefensible system than
this, though it was aflerwards practised ¢n a larger scale against the Ameers
of Seinde, cannot be conceived:wwpremeditatedty to drive or to entrap men
into a quarrel, for the purpoze of being able to slanghter and get rid of
them, is so closely allied to wholesale murder, that it gives a sad view of
the political morality of the time to see such a sentiment zs is here express~
ed, in a formal official paper, should have been passed uncensured. In
the month of January K841, s0 strong was the feeling of dissatisfaction
through the tribe, that Major Lyach proceeded at once iato the couatry,
when a deeply laid plot to seize himself and his escort was discovered. He
was met by about 3000 horse, who pretended fo have been assembled to
welcome him back, but were so in fact for the purpose of attacking him,
He managed to make them aware that he wag not ignorant of their designs,
and persuaded them tc abandon thew, aad once maco to seal the Koran in
the nama of the king-—the Affghan mode of swoaring allegiance.

Shoetly afterwards, intimation was sent to the chiel by whom this very
measure had been originaily advised, that Kelat-i-Gbilzic was to be fortified
and garrisoned. Sultan Mshomed Khan assembled the head men to con.
sult on the subject ; and though he pointed out the fatility of resistance to
our wishes, they determined to set themselves in this matter against us, A
very civil but guardedly-written Jetter was sent back ta the polilical agent,
intimating that the measura in contemplation would be most unpopular with
the trive. They snspected onr objects, and wera in the last degree jealous
of permittiog a foreign force to be permanently established amongst them,
The minor chiefs were written to in succession, but with no better suceess :
the determination Lo resist the construction of fortifieations and establishmeat
of a garrizon, seemed firm and wajversal. Fiiling to persuade them ta pers
mit us {0 establish ourselvea peaceably in the capital of the eountry, it was
resolved that a garrison shonld be placed thers by force.

About the end of April, a detachrent coosisting of the 1stand 2d Shah’s
Hindostanee fnfantry, eommanded by Captains Geifin and Macan, about 00
of Christie’s horse {Shah's 1st cavaley), and a conple of guas, were dispatel-
ed from Candahar to cccupy the ground on which the fort was to be buils,
The distanee from Candahar is 80 miles, and the coantry bere attains an
elevation of 5778 feet, intermediate betwixt that of the place they had

22. Woare unable to reconcile Major Lynel’s dates with each other. In
his statement, he says that it was on the lst of March 1841 on which he
made the discovery about the Ghilzies having been carried to India—yct the
lettor itself in dated 27th Decomber 1840. Moreovor, in a lstior of 1st Dee,
pame year, the matter is specially referred to; and the Envoy; under date 15th
samo morth, makes some severe remarks thereon. 1si Deo. 1840, instend of
Tst March 1341, must be the date intended, though even this prodaces confusion
with the real of the narrative.
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leit, which was 3484, and_Ghuznio, still 140 miles further to the northawest
of them, which rose to the altitude of 7726.

The troops appear to llave experienced no molestatian on their advanee,
but no sooner had they reached their destination than they planted the Bri-
tish atandard with much ostentation and display, and saluted it with a salve
of artillery and three volieys of mnsketry : & silly proceading in itsell under
any citeumstanses; but, on the present oceasion, caleulated to irvitate and
madden a people sufficiently discontented, and prepared to take umbrage at
what they must have viewed as insalt added to aggression. They were
already boiling with rage snd indignation at the seizure of their kinsfolks,
and cbafing under the oppressionof the vew order of things ; and were ready
ta rise in arms on the slightest additional provocation, and take vengeance
en any one who came within reach of their wrath. It does not appear that
this was even a part of the execrable system suggested  to get them to
commit themselves,” but a simple aet of spontangsous imprudence, Just
after this, Major Lynch, hearicg of the discontents everywhers prevailing
around, reselved toc satisfy himself as to the state of maiters with his cown
eyes, and o started with a feeble escort to take a general survey of the
country. In passing the fort of Kulla-i-Ingoz, abont six miles off, the
people ohserving 2 body of 200 or 300 horse, as they supposed with hostile
iotent in their neighboorhood, turned cut and made demoustrations to the
extent of flourishing theic swords, indieating that they wonld not tamely
pubmit without resistance. {23) An officer was immediately sent back,
ordering out a regiment, snd a conple of guns to chastise this instange of
contumely. The detachment arrived about 10 o’clock at night, and an attack
was immediately commenced on the fort, which turmed oul to be garrisoned
oaly by 80 men, They defended themselves stoutly till half their numbess
were slain ; and not till we bad blown up the gate with powder-bags, by
which an officer was nearly destroged, nor till Captains Saunders and Maean
and Lieutenant Hoppe were wonnded, and several sepoys slain, did we
manage to get possession of the stronghbeld, in which five prisoners were
taken! It afterwards appeared that the Kulla-i-Ingoz chief was a firm
friend of the Shah Sogjah !

The country was immediately in arms, and the garrisou at I{slat-i- Ghilzie
surrounded by from 3000 to 4000 men furious for the fray. A requisition for
troops was at once forwarded to Cabool and Candahar. The Envoy disap
proved of the whole proceedings, and declined to permit reinforecrmoents to be
sent. e desired Capt. Macan to act strictly on thoe defensive, and he aceord-
ingly remained in cantonments, merely driving off the enemy, who, mistaking

28. Caleutta Englishiman, June 8. M1
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inzction for timidity, dtlacked his pickets. So soon as the tidings of these
unhappy events reached Candahar, a reinforcemont under Colonel Wymer
was ordered to be dispaiched with the utmost spéed to the Ghilzie conntry.
This consisted of 400 men of thd 38th N.I., the remainder of Christie’s horse,
commanded by Capt. Leeson, ghortly before retarned from Ghirisk, with four
horse artillery guns, and a large supply of stores for the fort, When the
enemy, about 40060 strong, heard of their approach they retired from the
neighbourhgod of Kelat-i-Ghilzle, and proceedad to iaterrupt the advance of
the reinforcement. They came upon our camp about 6 o’clock in theevening
of the 20th May, at a place called Asson Hazzarah, and immediately attack«
ed ity rushing down npon the bayonsts of our troops, who had formed in
front the moment the zlarm was given. They were bolieved by this {ime
to have been betwixzt 4000 and 5006 strongewtheir old enemies the Dooran.
nees having forgotten their guarrels, and joined theni in common snmity to
us. They were steadily withstood and repulsed, but again and agaia they
ruched on with the most determined gallantry, Failed in this, the Ghilziés
endeavoured to turn our flank with still worse suceess than that which ate
tended their attempt to fores our front. The engagement lasted till 1 1--ihe
five honrs’ fighting being chiefly in the dark. They were beaten in every
quarter, and when morning broke were found to have quitied the field, leave
ing 70 dead behind them, Their wonnded were as ususl carried away, Qur
casnalties amonnied to four killed snd fifteen wounded. Col, Wymer's force
was too weak, and the conatry too formidable, to permit of a pursnit being
attempted. The conduet of officers and men is said on this eceasion to
have been admitable : the coclness of the commander in making his arrange-
ments when taken by surprise, was above all praise. Next morning the dow
tachment and convoy proceeded on their march, and reached Kelat-j-Ghilzie
without further interruption. Strangely ezough these events were affer-
wards associzted with the general rising in November, a matter with which,
s will appear in the narrative, they had no eartlily concern, The London
T¥mes wewspaper first took up this view—misled, apparently, by an In-
dian correspondent, and the error was fallen into by the writer of the 4nzual
Register, who supplies one of €hs most inaccurate acconnts of oriental
affairs in exiztence,

Thesevere castigationinflicted by Colonel Wymer, and the strength to which
the post at Kelat-i- Ghilzie bad now been raised, appears for a time to have
overawed the peopie ; the more impatient acd fiery of the malcoateais having
probably joined the standard of Ukhtar Kbag, who was still in fores ou the
Helmund, giving greatannoyancs, and about to beleaguer or attack the gar-
rison at Ghirisk. The constenstion of the works of the isteaded fortress
was commenced and proceeded with apace; the place was sirong by
nature, a beautiful eminence of about 100 feet in height, with a splendid
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spring on its summit, surmounted by a cons of rock 60 feel higher still, was
to be walled in and defended by s couple of 18-prs and other guns ; and fure
ther ta ensure tranguiility while these were in progress, = detachment was
sent out from Ghuznie to the westward, and quartered in the Ghilzie
country. The post thay oceupied was at Mooklger, siz marches from
Ghuznie, and nearly as much from Kelal-i-Ghilzie. The troops consisted
of the 16th and 43d N.I., nowset down amongst the reliefs agaboat to return
to India by the Bolan Pass in QOctober, (24) the 5th Light Cavalry, and a
ressalah of Local Horse, with three of the Shab’s guns, the whole com-
manded by Colone] Chambers, of the 5th Cavalry. The insurgents having
made their appearance in considerable numbers in the neighbourheod, the
datachment already alluded to breke up its eamp on the lst of August.
About voon they arrived at Eck-au, 18 miles ia advance, They here ex-
pected to have overtaken the enemy, who were found, however, to have re-
sired to a pass adjoining, where they were raported to be in onwbers, both
‘horse and foor. Oa tho evening of the 24, a part of the defachment arrived
in the valley of Karoatos, well kaccked up with 4 march of 23 miles over
hilly and irregular ground. (25) Por the next three days the enemy con-
tinued to increase-—our troops apparently remaining in cawmp till such a hody
should make their appearance as might be attacked and dispersed with effect.
About eight o’clock on the morning of the 5th shots were heard on the left
of the valley, where the grass-cutters were employed in prosuring forage,
and a troep was imwmediately ordered to be got in readiness. Soon after
this, information was brought that the enemy wers descending the Shea-
Hotel Pass, in the dirgetion of a weak recounocitring party of thy d4th Irree
gular hotse ander Capt. Walker. Lieat. Bazzetl's troop being by this tima
in readiness, was dispatched te his assistance, with as many of the 4th res-
aalah as could be sent, wiih a view of keeping (he enemy in check 1ill the
infantry and remainder of the cavairy were abls to maks np with them.
There were supposed by this time to be not fewer ihan 3000 Gthilzies bear-
ing down upon the grass-entters, when Capt. Walker, now strengthensd by
tha arrival of Lieut. Bazzett, made a brilliant charge with the Loeal Horse,
cutblag up about 200 of the enemy, Lieut, Bazzett meanwhile akiacked
another party, of whom about 20 were slain, The last-pamed officer was

24 Caleutte Englishman, 30th Augast.

25. The chief portion ot the above 13 taken from the Delki Gazstfd of the
251 Jupo and 25th August, and gives an abatract of letters from camp. Col.
Clambers's dispateh i meagre and cbscure. Mr Btoequeler in his * Memorinls
of Affrhanistan,” the most incorrect and untrustworthy work on the subject
which wo have seen, states (p. 1539) that Colonel Chambers’s detachment
was sent out from Candahar in consequonce of Capt. Woodburw's applica-
iion for reivforcements b Ghirisk | : :
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shot through the thigh, and Captain Walker’s horse was killed nader him fa
the charge. Colonel Chambers states, that as his column approached the scens
of action, he could distinctly see Captain Walker and Lieut. Bazrett with
their parties dashing boldiy over the hill after the enemy, driving them off in
all directions, and, in short, leaving nothing for bkim to do,(26) A few Horse
and Foot having been observed in the Syeeghan Ghaut as the main column

passed, Captain Oldfeld, with a troop af the 5th Cavalry, was direeted to
halt at 5 distance and merely hold them in eheck until the troops returned.
Ax they speedily increased both in beldness and numbers, the cavalry charged
and dispersed them, killing from 23 to 80. Our less in all amounted to 1

man killed and § wonnded,—that of the enemy by the statecrent just given,

appears to have exceeded 250,—this, we think, must be an esaggeration,

~it ig difficult to supposte anything like 200 ¢o have fallen by the hands of

the Ircegular Horse on such ground. Toe defachment after this remained

for a time in the valley previcus to proceeding to the westward ; the 16th

resumed its march about a week afterwards, and arsived at Kelat-i-Ghilzie
on the 17th, and Candabar on the 25th August.{(27) IHalf of the 5th Ca-
vairy, and a similar proportion of the 43d N. 1., badbeen sent into the Toree
passes when the detachment first moved.(28)

The strength now attained by tho foree at Ghirisk, and the magnitude of
the army assembling at Quettzh, and mystery of ils dest ination, tended to
impress on the recollections of ¢che insurgents the lesson Captain Farrington
had read them in the first week of tha year. Though the country continued
in a state of disoeder, they scem not for some months to have mustered any
where in such numbers as {o permit seope for 2 regular attack Deing made
op them. Sometimo in June, Ukhtar Khan took the Beld, and fairly set
himself down before Ghirisk, with a body of 8,000 wmen, fcom which, by
this date, Captain Woodbura's troops appear to have besn withdrawn. {29)

On the naws of thess distarbanees reaching Candahar, Geaeral Nott ors
dered out a force, consisting of a detachment of the st troop horsa artillery,
with detachments of the Ist and 24 Janbaz horse, and the 5th Shah's Hin- -
dostaeeg infantry. These were placed under the commaud of Captain
Woodbarn, with the following efficers under him :~mCaptaia Hart, Licuts.
Cooper, Golding, Ross, and Clark, and Assistant-Surgeon Colquhoun.

26. Colonel Chambers’s Despateh varbatine, The chief part of the narrativo
continues to be takon from the Delli Gazeltla.
. 27. Delli Qazetts, 8tn Sept.

28, Delhi Gezeite ut zupra,

29, The information from this guartor is, from Jan. to June, very defective.
The inference of the withdrawal of Captain Woodburn’s troops is based on the
fact of that officer having advancod in tha end of June from the Candahar
side, a3 ralatod in the toxé from his own despateh.
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It was thought likely that on hearing of the approach of the Candahar
troops the enemy might retire along the river’s bank, and a short detour
was resolved upon with a view of meeting them. They continned, how-
aver, before the walls of the fort until Captain Woodburn approached the
Helmnpnd, and fonad that they were in possession of all the fords, The
river, whicl: at certsin seasona of the year is 850 yards wide, and from 2 to 8
feet deep, is two miles from the fort, (30) The enemy appearing deter-
mined to prevent Captain Wondburn from erossing the stream, Capt, Hart
was directed to advance three miles np its banks abaut daybreak on the 4th,
to the ford of Sumboolee, and there cross, with the 2d Janbazes, and zo
move down upen the enemy while Captain Woeodburn himself attempted
to get over lower down, at a place where, accordiag to the assistant political
agent, it was no more than knee deeps Capt, Hart exosuted hiz portion of
the movement with perfeet suceose, when, on advancing towards the insur-
gent force, he lnekily discovered the mishap that had befallea Capt. Woed-
bngn : the so«galled knee.deep ford, from the depth and rapidity of the water,
proved impracticable, and lie was condemned to ses, from the high banks,
the enemy's foree drawn up in order on the, ferther side, whils the Janbazes
were in dznger of being attacked, and cut off in detsil. Captain Hart
observing what had happened, was able to retire and recross in time, Capt.
Woodburn, with the ramainder of the fores, joined him at Sumboolee abont
eight o’cloek iu thamorning. The evemy having chserved these movements,
advanced up the farther bank of tho Helmund, and posted themselves at the
entrance of the ford right opposite to our Iroops. It was now excessively
hot, and the men were faiigned with the march of the moraing and previous
night, having been in rootion for wearly iwelve hours, so Captain Woodburn
contented hlmself with firlng some round-shot, which compelled them o
retire to a respectful distance, Immediately on this he pitehed his camp
close to the river, having resolved to wail till the excessive heat of the day
was over before sommencing an attack. The hills ia che British rear were,
for a mile up the river, crowred with horsemen, whoss duty it was te wateh
tue enemy and give information of his movements, About half-past £ the
insurgents, it was observed, began to getin moticn. Lieut. Gelding was de-
tached with tha Janbaz cavalry to watch their progress and prevent them
from erossing the river. Ia the latter of these he failed in accomplishing
his objsct, the enomy having contrived to ford the Helmund considerably
further up. They were now advancing in large bodies on the pasition of
Captain Woodburn, from wlhich they were less than three wilos distant,
The British troops immedistely changed their ground, taking up a stromg

30. See Conolly's Travels, vol. fi., p. 384, This traveller visitod Ghirisk
and erossod tho Helmund in October.
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post on the left of the camp, the best which, under the circnmstances, ap-
peared to be attainable, The guns were stationed betwixt the 4th and 5th
companies of the 5th Hindoostanes Infantry; the Janbaz regimeats wera
formad on either flank, and 200 horsemen were placed in ihe rear to protect
the baggage. A large mass of the enemy's infantry were shorlly after this
seen passing towards the left of Captain Woadburn's force, which reguired
him to make a considerable change in his order of battle,—an alteration very
specdily accomplished,—all the troops, save the Janbaz, moving with the
steadiness and precision of a review. The attack was made with great bold-
naess by tho insurgents, but was repelled by the well.directed Sre of the guns
and infantry ; the enemy on pushing towards the right, expericnead a simi-
lar reception, with results similarly disastrous te them. Large bodies of
horse and foot were now seen crowding afong the heights, and making for
Capt. Hart's Janbaz, posted on the extreme right of the infantry. These tha
assailants speedily forced back, driving them to tha rear, and following their
advantage close up to the baggage. Lieut. Clarke now faced round the
rear rank of che infantry, and poured a geadly fire oo the engmy, compelling
them to retive. Tha rear was still threatoned, the utmost exerfions of the
officers failed in recovering the Janbazes from their confusion. It became ne-
cessary t0 move Dack one of the guns, with the Grenadiers of the 5th,
to disperse the masses of Infantry and Cavalry now threatening the bageage.
Nor was this effected, sc determined were the assailants, until three rounds
of grape and a volley of mosketry had been delivered within 50 paces of
them, when they were fairly driven back, Captain Hart and Lieutenant
Golding were mow directed to pursue the fugitives, and scour the couatry
around-~but they were hurrying back, erowding in mpon ths baggage, and
could not be induced to follow their leaders to the ficld; The bagzage was
now placed withia some melon greund, so as to be easily guarded by the
Infaniry in case of a pight attack. The enemy again made their appoars
ance in heavy masses about 11 o'cleck at night, and kept pouring in a
desultory and useless fire till moraing, apparently with the view of distract—
ing attention till they had esrried off their dead. At sunrise on the dth,
Lieutenant Golding was dispatched to observe the movements of the enewy:
he found them strongly posted, aund in considerablo strength, about fwe
miles higher up on the fuacther side of the river. Soon after this they re-
sumed their retreat; and Captain Woodburn's force being too weak to
follow them proseeded te cross the river. This operation occupied some
hours, and not till 2 o’clock on the moraing of the 5th did the couvey reach
Ghirisk : thetroops haviag for thirty hours scarcaly rested. The Janbazes who
conducted themselves so indifferently; were # partion of the Affghan cavalry
of the Shal’s centingent. They occasionally fought well, but their feelings were
all opposed to us—and they were never to be depended on.  The reat of the
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tronps eondueted thomselves admirably : the British officers a3 usnal expoes
ing themselves {0 every ddoger, and sabmittiog to every variety of fatigue,
The enemy ware believed to be at least 6000 strong : and though beaten,
ssemed neither broker nor disheartened, thongh 300 of them were understood
to have fallon. They had lost thred standards—easnd the vidages all sronnd
weare said to be fall of the wotinded, Our casaalties amonnted to 12 killed
and 28 wousded. In forwarding an account of this gallant and decisive
action, Captaiz Woodbura took oceagion strengly to recommend that rein.
foreements should be sent to follow up the preseat snccess, the Ghirisk de.
tachment belng much too weak to take the field, with cavalry so little truat.
worthy as the Janbazes had just proved themselves, and the snemy still in
such strength in the neighbourhood. A force was accordingly sent out
under Captsin Griffn, consisting of four 6-pounder guns under Captain
Cooper, & wiag of the 2d Bengal N. L., a portion of the lst Shah’s infautry
and 5th eavalry, under Captain Woodburn, with the 1st and 24 Janbaz
(cavalry) fegulars, under CaptainHartand Lieutenant Golding—amounting
in all, besides artillery, to 800 sabires and 350 bayonets. On the afternocon
of ihe 16th Angust, iuformation was received that the fnsurgents wers it
force pear Khawlnd about ten miles off. At 4 4. . otir troops broke ground,
and at 7 they came up with the enemy, strongly posted in a aaceession of
smiall forts with walled gardens in front. The combiced Doorannee asd
Teeree troops amountad to about 5000 in all, Immediately ca our sdvance
they opened 3 heavy fire of jezails and matchlocks from the cfficient covar
behind which they had placed themselves. After a few skilfully delivered
rounds of grape, parties were detached from the 2d Beagsl N. I, and the st
Shah’s infaniry, te clear and {ake possession of the enclosures. The Sth
Shah’s, {81) with 2 wing of the Lst eavalry, deployed into line, and advaneing
at doubla quick time, drove io a body of the cnemy’s skirmishers concesled
behind a range of broken walle, and whose fire was becoming mischiovons.
Simultaneonsly with these things, the enclosures in front of the colamn
were speedily and gallantly carried, ander a heavy fire of matchiocks, by
two companies of the 2d Bengal N. I, led by Lieutenants Cooke aad
Travers, supported by a party of the lst Shah's infanfry, under
Lieutenant Gardeper. The enemy suffered severely in this charge—
many of them resistiog until bayooetted. The whole of our troops
naw advanced with a view of attacking the main body of the snemy, who
were seen ¢» masse in the rear of the gardens—but hefore the assault conld
take full elfect, some confusion being observed amongst them, Captain
Hart's Janbazes and the Shab’s st Cavalry charged and broke them, and
pursued them for several miles, taking fearful vengeance upon them, (32)

31, Coptain Grifin's Despatek,
32. Caplsin Griffin’s Dospatches verbatim. Licul. Golding, who we find
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Prince Sufter Jung headed the parsuit in person. Lieutenant Golding's
Janbazes, who had, till now, been on rear-guard doty with the baggape,
were, by the request of their commanding officer, and at their own special
desire, permitted to share in the elose of the fray .- both these regi-
menis so conducted themselves on this occasion as cempletely to regain the
charaeter they had lost on the Helmund a2 moath before. The ensmy’s
resistance was siout and protracted—their position eminently favourable
for defence; their casualties are said te have amounied to befwixt 600 and
700 killed, of whom 100 are said to have fallen by the bayonot. (33) Our
losses were somewhat savere, consisting of twelve killed, and 104 wounded,
for the most part slightly.

This affair seems to have been ably planned, and gallaatly condneted.
Captain Woodbura, thongh up te €his time vequiriaz to be earried in & litter
in consequence of a wound shorfly before received, quitted hiscouch and re»
maiped thronghout the aetion on horseback at the head of his regiment,

As usual on occasions snch as thig, the encmy, when they found that
they had been fairly beatsn, and that there was no chance for them sgainst
the strong. and well organized force mew in their country, dispersed, and
left our troops witheut molestation, The coustry, however, was still as
far as ever from being tranquillized,—Akram Khan, a chief of the Teetoe
trive, had joined Ukhtar Khan just before the fight with Captain Griffin,
and it was apgainst bim we next prepared fo direet our vehgeance.

On the 1Lth of September, a foree under Coloael Wymer, consisting of
Sappers, Miners, and Bildars, under Captain Sanders, two [8-pounders
and four G.pounders— the former with Juropean artillerymen, Leeson's
horse, and the 2d and &8th Bengal N.I., were directed to proceed fo the
Tecree eountry to collest tribute and chiastise the refractory. Sueh was the
searcity of camels, that 1200 jackasses had to do duty as draught znd baggage
cattle. Lientenants North and Cenclly were the politicals in atierdance.
'The Teeres country iz 100 miies nerth of Candahar: it had never till now
been travelled through or surveyed by any European, much less traversed ~
by our troops, and nearly all that was known of it amounted to this, that it
wag rocky, wild, and difficult of access, inhabited by a fievee and lawless
population, eminently disinclined to pay homage, allegiance, or tribute to

fighting at Syghan in Oct. 1840; iu the Nazipn Valley in Feb. 1841 with Col,
Shelton ; with Capt. Woodburn at Ghirisk in June ; and with Capt. Griffin
in the Ghilzic country in Angust,—was, in November, murdered by the men
of lis own regiment, who rose in mutiny and went over to the enemy.

33. A correspondont of the Dok Gazette, subseribing himsclf * Rionzi,”
states the number at 700—there is & tope of exagmeration about the letter
which leadsus to doubt its statoments. We should think GO0 more mear to
tho mark than 700, though the latter is ndhered to by several writers.
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the Shali Soojah, or to conduct themsclves towards their neighbours or their
Feringhec allics as peaceable and well-disposed citizens.(34) The dstachmeat
left on the iGth Septomber, and General Nott shortly aflerwards followed in
person and took command. Oun the 21st they reached a tremendous moun-
tain gorge at the entrance to the Duramut valley : the utmost diffieulty was
experienced in getting forward the artillery, and the transit of the baitering
goos occupled three days. Lieutenant Conolly with a amall party of Jan-
baz horse camo by surprise on the Teeree chief, Akram IKhan, and eaptured
him. He was sent as a prisoner to Cabaol, and being sentenced o death,
wos blown from a gun. From the Teeree and Duramut valleys the inbabi»
tants fled on onr approach, so that with the exception of the capture of the
chief cothing whatever was effected by i¢. It returned to Candabar oa the
2 of Oetober; ond the 16th, 42d, and 434 N.I., which had, from thc be-
ginning of August, been undor orders for relief, started on the 7th Nov.
ot their retutn to India by the Bolan Pass. Bnt the insurrection which
proved so falal to us Lad by thiz time broken out around Cabool ; and when

three marches on their way towards Quettah, Colonel M‘Laren’s brigade
ag this was called, was directed to retmrn and endeavour to make their
way to the assistance of the garrison in the castern capital ;—they started
on the 17th November, In this they failed, haviog been compelied

from want of baggage cattle, and the severity of the weather, to return after
they were woll on their way towards Ghuznie. [t is not to be supposed
that the politicals were mad emough to diminish the sirsngth of the army,

notwithstaading the szizencles Inte which the state had now fallen ia
this scene of tribulation. H. M.'s 40tk had been marched to Canda-
har, and¢ though Beloochistan was now at peace, and all thoughts of an
expedition towards Herat abandoned, a portion of the force which ascended
the Bolan pass in April, still remained uwnemployed ot Quettah, The 25th
Bombay N. L. returned thither from Kalat, immediately after the eorona-
tion of Nusseer Khan on the 3d October; so that, had the Bengal brizade
retuened to Indis, there still would have boen a larger force above the Bolan
pass to the westward of Ghnzoie, than had at sny time been thought neces—
sary betwixt Nov. 1820 and Feb, 1841, (35} Bat we ara now approaching

34. Dengal Hurkaru, Gth and 15¢h October.

35, ‘The following return gives pretty exaetly the strength of General
Nott's army, including Cojonel M‘Laren’s Brigade, which, on the 10th Dee.,
returned ¢o Candabar from its unsucoessful attemFt to succour Cabool. ‘Chis
enumeration does not include officers ; its force of all ranks amounted to 8724,

Biue Book, p. 171
{ P ) AT CANDANAR.

2 Troops of Shah’s Horse Arlillery, 12 six pr. guos,icciieiesireroman 200
3 Co.Foot Antillery with Capt. Blood, 4 nine pesuciciieres vnsmnss soveanns 70
2 E‘IghtEEl'l paunden........v.........,u..- whussrna bbbt P b a g AT EIOL b 4§ ARRE RIS Y

M. M's 40th Regimem......m. R L T R LI L L L R T R T 800

N1
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that portion of the history of the Dooranpee ailiance which spreads over
too large a field for helngat present eatered on—which iz so recent and so big
with events of unprecedented moment, 38 still to be fresh in the recollection
of the publie ; and with the commencement of which the present narrative
must be concluded.

The posts in Western Affghanistan at this fime oceupied by our troops,
were Candahar, Quetta, Kelat.i-Ghilzie, Killa Abdooia, and Ghirisk, with
snndry leszer stations up and dawn the country; the latter of thege were
wisely called in 25 our troubles thickened arcund us: afterwards the
troops at Killa Abdoola fell back on Quettah, exeept thase belonging 1o the
Shah's service who deserted us, and ultimately the three garrisovs first
named aloue remained o position. Fhey maintained themselves right glo-
riously till it was resolved finally to abandon the country,

Turning shortly to Cabool, we find the same incessant disquietude pre-
vailing here 10 the end with which the whole couatry, from first to last, had
been afllicted. Thao garrison iteelf was 80 strong, and troops se easily available
to maove in any direction, fthat frem the time of the victories of Colonel
Shelton in the Nazian valley in February, no coafliet of any moment hail
occurred.

2nd Bengal Native JRfantrgu,.,assicssmionce ss snresrnserntraten oo ivimsnoesregn BS0
161th do...do.,,. NP ASS s mbf, p anedmaboduangeabacna pa emenukoshpunonnbEUi o ud o d pavhibtd Lhled
38th  do,.do. (088 WINT iesecincrnertsnrimrsnsesensainesen smeanvesseon s gu mmeny 350
A20d A0, B00sa v s crenn on ree - wonrecnrsrnarine reenssasnenuran gy enssane s ser oy menen S50

43rd  doalo, AU L. cvs s tei st ess esr st snmanbRUER s nas TeRlb ons s o 4 ¢ ava B5D

1st  Shai’s Infanigy... . == 500
2u1d lll?-u.-adﬁ.-. W ARG Rd PRy s rab bt up BPE b are ek whadn ERTEVRE 500G
Bt G000 ae0iiey s cnitienn s v b ss b r e asisaanees sessra s et senesterenarns we DINE

Ist do.....Cavalryimacerernna oo mmmees B R T T T T AT TIP P T
One Squadron Skinner™ Florseu s siees sersianerimmanss stic ervirns svesssaes 300

Az Eroar.-Guiczz, 7230
2 Yighteen pounders,
2 5iF do., with 3 Co. Buropean Artiilerymen.,ecasisseserasrsvnmrnnen 70
Brd Shab’s LNEantry.cevs oneovesrmorr semersossninna s sersssases anngpparesneairsag 500
Wing of 38th Bengal H. Luviviirsiniainva cnimsnmsrirans serorvonsvessesg srner 450

1620

Total rank snd file, 8240

The foree at Quettaly, according fo the Blue Book, at this time, consisted of
iwo strong native regiments (say 1700 men), two 9-prs. with Europear artillery,
iwo 9-prs. of the Bolan Rangers, with Mzjor Southaby’s company of Enropean
artillerymesn, in all about 2200 regular troops; so that, above the Passes,
there were nearly 11,000 men to tho westward of Ghuanie when the insurreo—
tion began, and about 08 many morc to the eastward, including Sic R, Sale’s
g;igagelof 2273, tho Charehar Goorkabs of 800, aud the Ghuzelo garrison, the

th N L :
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In the boginning of September an expedition had been arranged for the
usual purpeses of punishiog the refractory, and collecting tribute. A de-
taehment was ordered to proceed to the Zoormut valley, consisting of two
bandred men of H,M. s 44th, the 5th Bengal N.[, one Shali’s regiment, a
detachment of sappers and miners, with two iron and four brass guns. {36)
The mountain train, nnder Captain Abbott, with two ten-ineh mortars, ac—
compagied the force, and which was, for its magnitude, unuazally weli sup-
plied with artillery, the king's regards for his subjects being manifested
by knocking down 1he strongheids when he eould not manage to secure or
slaughter (hie inhabitants. On the 27th of the mouth the whole moved for-
ward, ander command of Colonel Oiiver, towards the mouth of the Zosrmnt
valley, resolved that not one stens sheuld ba left standing oa another ia the
cowntry of tho zebels, CTapitzin Hay, when in the same unelghbourhood
callecting tribute shortly befure, had eadeavoured to persuade the Zoormui
chief to disjoin himself from his friend, a much mors notorions malcontent
and enemy of the Shah than even himself. Elis counsels had been responded
to by a shower of stones and torrents of abuse: aud after replying to this by
our usual votort, a few rounds from his six.pounder guns, he found himself
tao weak to proceed farther, and so withdrew, This was the immediate
cauge of the dispatch of an expedition of sucly mraswricide as the present at
this late period of the year. TFlhe valley was, as ia the case of the expedi-
tion to Teeree by Geaneral Nott, abandoned by its inhabitants, and the force
retarned to Cabool on the 17th October withont having fired a shot. {87)

It has already been stated that in the course of the epring and summer of
1841, zbout 11060 men were permitted to retire from Aﬂ'ghanistaa,-—-—nearly
1000 of a reinforecoment having bees sent to the eastern capital.

It hud been resolved on the arrival of the brizale of Colous} Shelton at Ca-
baol in July, that that of Sir R, Sale, whose term of service bad now expired,
should retura to India. By this oxchange of 2000 men aboat to be withe
drawn for upwards of 3000 which had been sent, the Army in Affshanistan
wounkd still have been permanenily facrersed.(833) Sloonid the foree at Cahool
appear to bave been too mueh weaksned, H.M.'s 9th, with twa native regi--
ments, were ordered to be in readiness to take the place of Sale's brigade.(39)

36, Delhi Gozette, October.

37. Delhi Gazette, 17th November,

38, Bombay Times Querland Summary, Dee. 1,1841, The Brigade of Colonel
Shelton, it wil be recollected, consisted of H.M.'s 44th and the 27th and Sith
N.L, with Horse Artiliery, &ec. ; that of Sir R. Sale, of H.M.’s 13th, and the
16th, 85th, and 37th N.&. The iéth, a4 will be remembored, had, in July, been
sent Lo Muicloor, 60 miles from Ghuznie in the wostern Ghilzie country, aad hzd
arrived at Candahar on 25th of August, beingy destined to form part of Colos

nal Maelaren’s Brigade about o return to India by the Bolan Pass,
39, Blue Book of 1843 —=No. 1.
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The Dooranneo alliance had now so completely drained the treasury that
the Government of India were compeiled to enjoin ceonomy in every quar-
ter. An aecumulated surplus of ten mitlions sterling (40} in the hands of Go-
vernment sometime after the war began, had been catirely ezpended : an an-
nual surpius revenue of 2 million and a kalf, which had existed in 1836, had,
in 1840, been exchanged for a deficit of above two millions and a quarter ;{41)
and so severely were the finances at Calcutta pressed, that 3 stoppage of
payment at Fort William in September was at one time contemplated by the
Supreme Couacil.(42)

The authorities in Affshanistan had, like those throughout Iadia, been
raturally arged to hushand thair means with the ntmost care. The revennes
of the eountry were in the last degres narrow, and while we seemed to con-
template bearing the burthen of the army of tranquillization for an indefinite
period, the instructions given the envoy that boyond this be was not in future
to rely on assiatance from the British treasury, left no alternative but to at-
tompt reirenchment in the only quarter where this seemad practicable.{43)
'The department in which reduction was commenced waz in the pension of
£8000 a-year sllowed to the Ghilzies of the eastera passes for the free tran-
sit of troops, stores, and merchandize. It was gesolved fo curtail this by a
hialf, and the country was in consequence in a blaze in z mement. The ro-
monsirances of the chiefs were in a great measure disvegarded, and they at
once proceeded to take matters into their own bandz, A kaffila with property of
£2000 in value, was seized at Tezeen on its way to Cabool. The roads were
stopped, and all communieation with Hindostan entirety cut off. The Envoy
appeared to despise the danger of the insurrection. Heindueed Gen. Eiphin-~
stone to dispatch the 35th N.L, with a eouple of gunr, to clear the way to Jel-
Izlabad. They were stopped at Bhoodhak as they entered the passes ; and,
after a severe stroggle, found themselves npable to proeesdill joined by H. M.
13th, The fighting continued almost without isterruption till they reached
Gupdamuck, and afierwards Jellalabad, where they were shut up for six
months. Such was the commencement of the general Ghilzie insurrection,—
a movement in many of its chacterisartics uoprecedented amongst the fickle
and inceherent hordes of Asia, unparalieled io the amonnt of calumity it ocea-
sioned us, and in the sature of the reiribution exaeted after gur misfortanes
had come tc an end.

40. Parlininentary paper ; also Major Hough on the Finances of India.

41, Sir i, I"cels spregh, Houso of Commnons’ Debates, 11th March, 1542

42, Statoment of ihe Hon'vle Mr Bird, Senlor Member of Couneil, given ia
the letter of Sir H. Willock to Lord Abordeen, Sept. 144l —Colonial Mage-
zing,

43. Bir W. Maenaglitea’s despaich, Oct, 23, Blae Book of 1343, page 8,
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Havixg thes drawn our narrative to a close,~for, with the occurroncas
just mentioned e system of poliey which we had lfor three years attempted
to carry out may be said to have been bronght to an end,—tho war of ag-
gression having boen changed first into a struggle in our own defence, arnd
finally into a war of vengeonce,—a fow genceal observations may be per-
mitied as to the concomitants and consequences of what must be regarded
one of the wildest adventares ia which any Govoroment ever was ensgaged.

1t will ltave beena seen from the preceding pages that betwixt November
1839, when the armiss of Sir J. Keansand Sir T. Willshire quitted Affgha-
nigtan, till November 1841, when the Ghilzic insarroction made its appear-
snce, onr troops, varying in numbers from flty to two thousand, had been
ob thirty-four several occasions engaged with the enemy; that we had had
1500 killed and wounded, and had slazghtered abaut 5000 of the insuegants,
This was in addition to the 2500 already enumerated as haviag fallen in the
first campaign, so that frome February 1839 till Osctober 1841, we had shain
about 7400 Afighans, yet we marvelled af their ingratitude jo not requiting
with attachment the blood relationship we had established. The connexicn
was cemonted by the sacrifice of above 5000 more in the course of the sug-
ceediog year |-=12,500 in all. Abeut 18,000 of our own army, and camp
fullowers had been destroyed before Davomber, 1842, We hadin the course
of this peried, lost about fifily British officers, of whom nearly one.half
bhad fallen by the sword. The names of twelve killed in Beloochistan
have already been given: those whe fell in Kohistan or near Jeilalabal
are #8 follows :—~Captain Dauglas, Dr Lord, Lientenants Collinson, Conelly,
Broadfoot, Crispis, and Pigoun. We have not beea able tc make up a
complete list of thiose who died from elimatie causes. During Lord Keane's
carapaign we had lost 32 officers, of whowx one was killed in action, three
wounded by the enemy, three were busnt, and one drowned ; about half the
rest died from natural causes, the other half fell vietims to the climate,—
neatly aae hundeed officors baving perished in the country before the iosur-
rectivn. We bad on thirteen several cecasions been unsuecessful : by these
rot only dispiriting our troeps, but iojurivg the character for irresistibility
we had hitherto maintained, and which isso often more than half the baitle.

No official returas of the preciss cost of the Affghan war have yet lwen
publislied, but we have suliciont dala to enable ns to make & very close ap-
preximation to this. The eacliest estimate in point of date which haa been
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attempted, that of the Bombay Zimes of July 1811, comas singularly near
ibe truth. The cost of the first year's campaign is set dowo at nine willicas
sterling, that of cach suceeeding year at three; these were daduactions from
the known charges of the troops, the salaries of politiesl agents, and the pay
allowed to the tribes. By the Parliamontary papers sinee pablisied, it ap-
pears that there was ton millions of accumnlated surplus in the varieus trea-
suries of India when the war began. Not ouly was this entirely expended
by the ead of the year 1341, but Governsment required a2 Joaa at an un-
usually bigh rate of inferest, by which about five willions more were raised.
Sir R, Psel stated in Parliament on the 11th March 1348, that there had baen
for some years just before the commercement of the war a surplus revenue
of somewhat above a millior sterling annually. The domestic government
of Lord Auckland was, if net parsimonians, far from extravagant or wasteful &
and as the revenues of India havs for soma years been growing in productive-
ness, we must guppose this surplus, amounting betwixt 1833 and 1341 to
four millions, to have beeh absorbed in the one vast drain that was carrying
off all our wealth. On theso facts, and this assumpiien, the eost of the Doo-
rannee alliance up to the time of the siege of Cabool wili be found to have
amonnted to betwizt sevenieen and twenty millions at the lowest estimate,
withons taking interest into account at all.

But tha enormous loss of treasure thrown away without any hops of pe-
cusniary return, was only a pertion of the financial evil, Tha whole of the
money sent from Iedia to Affxhanistan was soin the shape of colned silver—m—
it wag sxpended there on bagrage-cattle, forage, provisions, eommigsariat
stores, and other wratters which the counniry iiself supplied. Nearly 2 mil.
lion sterling went for camels alone, of whom npwards of 7G,000 were saeri-
ficed withio the period referred to. The Affehans are not a commersisl people,
and their trade with the conntries below the mountains sever in all ap-
pears to have amounted to a million anaually in gross value, if it ever came
up to anything Jike this, It was just begiuning to set in the diraction of
Hindostan when it was fairly turned by us; the imports from Russia by
the Herat frontier, having, aecording to Sir Alexander Burmes, more
than donbled from 1888 to 1841, Such was one of the most nataral
acd foreseeable resulis of cur isterference. Without any exact means
of estimating, tho conjecture that from four te fAve millions sterling was
withdrawn in specie from the curremcy of India to which it has not yet,
nor will for many years, return, may probably be found within the ¢pruth,

The more the matter is examined, the more diffieult it s to discover by
what process of selfsdelusion it was that the projecters or advooates of the
Doorannee alliance could for a moment persnade themsalves that the
restoration and mointenance of the Sheb Soojah on the throse, could
conduce to any ong of the ends we professed ourselves anxious to attzin,
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Assuming, for argnment's sake, that which we know to be either unproven,
improbable, or utterly untrue—that Herat was weant to becomo a Rus+
sian outpost——that Dost Mahomed was determized to recover Peshawur
and attach himselfl to the Czar, without regard to our ictevests, wishes,
or Friendship, yet it seems impossible to discover by what process we
gupposed that matters, in any one of these respeets, save that of Peshawur,
which concerned us not, was to be one whit improved,

it was apparent from the beginning, to all who chose to open their eyes,
that in the person of the Shah Soojah was no inherent polency or virtue
to repel Russia or draw the tribes around him ;—that by our arms and re-
sources, expended dircetly in Affzhanistan, and encumbered and deadened
by the very parties the therongh efficiency of whose assistance was the only
thing which, nuder any cireumssances, could have rendered the Dooranzee
alliance in the most remote degreo desirable, wust the Northern Autoerat
be tepelled should he dream of advaneing,

Coplous extracts have already been given from a report laid before tho
Envoy by Bir Alexander Burnes, on the 7th August, 1840.(44) The futlow-
ing from 3 leiter to BIr Secretary Torrens, by the Eavoy in haoding this
up to Governmens, will throw light on the difficaities experienced at the
commencement of the new reign 1=

To H., Toneens, Esq., Oficieting Segretary to the Govarnment of India,

SiRye.f wag about to submit my sentiments to Government on the present con
dition and future prospeets of this eountiy, wheu Ireceived a paper, of which the
ageompanying is a copy, from Lieutenant Colonel Sir A. Burnas, to each Para, of
nhieh I have aenexed my commems 85 being the most conveniont form of showing
wherein I agree, and whereio I diffecs with that officer.

2nd, Tt will be seen that this paper reached me originally in a private form,
but with the permission of Sir A, Bu¥nes Ihave placad it oa recerd, as was done
with his former paper written in Febrnary last an similar subjects.

3d. Xo thia peper Sir A, Burnes bas enumszrated all the defects of the present
Government, and the dangers ta which our position is exposed. Of the defects, noa
thing certainly has been estenvated, but when they are weighed it would be but
fair to take into coneideration the difficulties by which we have byen surrounded
from the time of the assumption of autharity by His Majesty up to the present pe-
riad. Of the dangers to which we are pxposed from the perpetnal intrigaes of scerat
foes in eur frout and i oor rear, 1 have already, I fear, written too mueh,

4th. No sooner was His Majesty seated on his throne shan his attention way at=
tracted to the necessicy of seading an Expedition against the rebellions Ghiljee
Chiefs, and agsinst the trescherous Khan of Kelat. Whilst these operations were
going on, His Majesty was anxicusly considering the best meane of frustrating the

-

44. Vide unfe, pp. 164.163.
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machinations of Dest Mahomed Khen, and befors they weve brought to a eonciu.
sion be was eotpelled to proceed to Jellalabad.

5th. Whilst on his way to that place, Ifis Majesty was informed of the insur-
rection of the Khyber tribes ; and hardiy had this been suppressed by uegotistiun,
when the rebellion broke outin Koeoner. Next followed our own nogetiation
with 2 view of concllisting Saadut Ehan, Azeez Khan, and other disaffected chiefs,
And just before His Majesty quitted Jelinlabad to return to Cabool the disinrbances
broke put in Bajore which have not yet been quieted,

6th, Immediately after His Majesty’s return ts Cabool it became necessaty to
inke meagutes for coerciog the Ghiljees a second time ; and scatcely had shis ohject
beet offected when the disterbances in the neighbourboecd of Quetta and Kelat den
manded kis attention,

%th, When it is considered that ail these ocourrences, and many othars of minor
importance, wete crowded inte the briel space of one twelve manth, it must be a2d-
mitted that His Majesty has quite enough 1o occupy his attention without the set—
tlement of the internal affairs of kit kingdom, In his efforts for the improvement
of theee, I know that His 3fajesty hag been indefatigable, Governors, with their su.
bordinate officers, have been appointed to the dilferent districts ; His Majesty himseif
examines his fressura accounts, and superintends, in conjunction with Capt, Trevor,
the muster of his Troops, All objectionable taxer hase been abolished,and Ifis
Majesty invariably uvinces the greatest anxiety that justice shonld be done to all
bis subjeets, His Majesty sits in Durbar every marning, except Thursday, for abeut
two hours, and listens with the greatest patignoe (o the representaiions of his chiefs,
Oae day is sei apart for hoaring the complaints of all these who wmay allege
that they have not received redress from the suthorities to whom their cases bave
been referred.

8th. Though atetn in the executicn of jusiice, (as was exemplified enly the
other day iathe ease of the murderer in whose pardon so much inflaence was ex-
erted,) yet His Majesty is merciful and kiod-hearted in the extreme ; and if the per-
sonal qualities ¢fa monarch could ensury popularity, Shah Shogja counld not fall to
ebtaln it. My longer experience of His Majesty’s characier more thoroughly eon-
yinges me of the truth of what I have already asserled, that there is nof an abler,
or better man, then himself ia all his dominions.

Oth. But liz Majesty labours under peculiar aad complicated difficulties, the
foremast of which is bis connexien with us. We have placed him on his throne,
but it will be some timie before our motives in doing so are thoroughly understood.
There are many who wilfully misunderstand them, The dJifference of our religi-
on is, of eourse, the chief cause of antipathy on the part of shepeople. The Afic
ghaene are a navion of bigots. Besides an intolerance of our creed there is an in-
tolerance of our customs, and it behoves us thevefore ta be very wary in ourats
tempts at innovation : nor cught it ever to be forgotten that &system, though excel-
lent in itself, may not be good as applied io this country, mor though good, may it
be such as to admit the doe appreciation of itz advantages, It requires the most
caudous steering to refesin, on the oneside from slarming popular prejudices, and
on the other from leaving the Government In the same itmbecile state in which we
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found'it : 8'safe foundatien bas bean laid for improving the vatural strebgth of the
country, but on this subject I shall shortly do myself the honor of submitting & se-
parate report.

10th. It would be impossible to enumerate the varions difficulties with whieh
the British Representative has dsily to contend in this country, Qur enemies iry
ta impress the people with a helief that we are the rulers of the country. We
must necessatily futerfera on some occasions, and the risk of exceeding or falling
short of the exsct wedium is of dsily (I may alvaost say of hourly) cecurrence.
There are other minor eauses which Operate against us : we have raised the price
of ?mvisions by iucreasing the number of comsamers, and the quanﬁty of the eir.
ealating medium, and by ineonvenienee from this unfortunately tells chiefly on the
two classes of the greatest influence.wike priesthood, and the military,.~who have
fixed g'ipends.

1k, His Majesly bas found an Augean stable of iniguity to cleanse. He has
to defest the accumulated impurities of thirty years, Duving the whaole of thet
period, ali has beea enarchy, send what little of government there wasy has been
chivfly supported by & systers of pevfidy snd assassination. IR is notorious by
these means alone that Dost Mahomed Khan was able to prop up the little power
he possessed beyond the gates of Cabool. The most virtuous Affizhan would deem
it no zia to break faith with arebel ; and assassination, a3 3 meaus of gonguest,
was of daily occcurrence. His Majesty has not been exempt frora those lnconve-
niences which ordinarily beset restored monarchs. llis old retainers were ine
satiable in their wants, and hiz new adherents enterfained the most sanguine ex~
pectations of reward for their desertion 3 whilss all looked forward to che appear-
anee of sorae miracelous change in ¢heir favour. F[he splendour of the ancient
monarchy wagrevived in the recolicction of all ; whilst the king, succeeding to a
dismersbeted monarchy impoverished by the struggle which placed him on the
theone, as well as by the long-continned system of grinding oppression which pre-
ceded ihe restoration, fornd himself without the means either of rewarding his
friends or coneciliasing his enemies.

12th, It appears that even at the time of Mr, Elphinstons’s mission, (p. 49) the
Dooreanee Lords were averse to an slfiance with the British Government, which
might strengthen the king to the detriment of the aristocrasy. How rauch roote
averse must they now be to such an allisnce after having psrticipated with Dost
Mahomed, almost on equal terms, in the sgoils of the country ? They are now
powerless, and they fuel that every addilional security we grane wo His Majesty,
lersens iheie own censequence, '

13th, I have on more than one occasion stated the greab facilities which exist
for disturbing the peace of this country, Tha people I have deseribed as being
rapacious, bigotted, and credulaus, Sikh Agents with $ikh gold can easily set the
whaole eountry into 3 flame by taking advantage of their position, by pewer and
offers of money, snd by artful appeals to the religicus prejudices of the people ;
whilst the mounntsingus nature of the sountry, and the prevalent notions of bospix
tality which prevent the people from giving up a refugee however ctimingl, vea-
der it a work of inGaite difficulty to root out the disturbers of the public tran-
quillity, Q1
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L4th, There is one, and only one, remedy for all these evils, namely, to deprive
those of the power whe have the will Lo injute us, The Sikl Feudatories on ane
side, and the Herat anthorities on the cther, should be for ever deprived of
the means of molestig vs.wakfsuch a vigorous poliey ag this should suit our con-
venhience, it would further be recommended Ly proving to the world thet there
was 19 etiginal miscalenlation taken of the risks to be run in the bold and saga.
ciovs, mossures of the Governor Generol, but thev all the evils whicl: have hap-
pehed were az yneypeeted as they ave undeserved,—that they sre stizibutable to
the perfidy of prefended friends, which could not of course be cither foreseen or

provided against.

15th, I have now enumerated the prizeipal events which have vecnrred in this
country since Hig Majesty’s accession to the Government ;—I have recapitnhated,
as succinetly as was in my power, the chief obstacles which have arisen to the suc-
cesslul administration of affairs 3—and I have epdeavoured %o show that the
existing atate of things is as prosperous as, under all circumstances, could reason-
ably have been espected.

16th. I would now respectfully solieit the expression of His Lordshipin Coun-
¢il’s opinion as to the eentse of poliey swhich I have pursued. Iam of epinion that
it would be impolitic to alienate His Majesty’s alloctions by suddenly and harshly
calling upon bim 10 distiss the comparalively small number of armed attendants
whom he is desirous of retaining about kie owno person ; especially when itis clear
that we should have io supply their place by troops of the contingent, whe have
plready more duties thau they can perform, and whose discipline would be ruined
by such employment.

17th. 1 am of opinion that it is the duy of the British represeutative here ra
ther to watch carefully for cpportunites of suggesting reform, and 10 wreat His
Majesty with all possible consideration, than to vrge sweepibg innovation; or to
assume towards His Majesty anyching like a lone of dictation, Such proceedings
would reduce Ilis Majesty to the condition of a cypher, and would afford to our
enemies the menns of suceessiully propagsting reperts 10 our prejudiee, and te the
elfect that gur design is to sefze the Goveroment of the couniry. X am of opinion
(and if wrong Ibope to be carrected) that it is preferable to work at minor ebuses.
which are isherent in every Eastern Monerchy, than to exercise frequent asd
authoritative interference, the good effacts of which would be a¢ least proble-
maficat. ,

18th, ILhas been my principle therefore to turn a deaf ear to sl trifling com-
plaints that are brought to me, and o vefer the complainants for redeess to their
Jawfu} sovervign,—deeming it of parameunt impoxtance ¢o our interesty thar IIis
Mzjesty’s authority sheuld be felt and respected,

10th, Where complaints sppeared to me to be of such a nature ms eerionsly to
involve the interests or reputation of Elia Majesty’s Government, I have never
failed to bring them privately to His Msjesty’s notice, aod I bave not unfrequent-
I7 found those cotnplaints uiterly destifute of foundation.
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20uh.  Though fully aware of the difficulty of making a proper solution, I have
never geased to urge upon His Majesty the great impartance of selecting a competent’
mninister, of reforming bis army, and of reducing bis expenditure within the limits
of his income. These and  oiher objects will be gradually attained by kind and
persevering connsel.  This is not a country in which our objects are to ba attain-
ed por salium : Hiv Majesty’s wishes must meer with some little atteniion. The
prejudiees of the people must ba ruspected, minar abuses must be overlaoked, and
our procesdings at every step must be guarded by eaution; temper, and forbeur-
atige,

{Signed) W, O, Macxacures.
Avguss 10th, 1840.

The first portiorrof this is a justification or extenuation of the errers into
which Government had fallen, as enamerated by Sir Alexander Burnes: in
point of fact it affords precisely the picture that was at the time drawn by the
opponents of the Doorannee slliance, and which was repudiated and de-
nounced by its sapporters as gloomy and exaggerated—just a represeata.
tion of that state of affairs, for which, at the commzncemeat of the expedi-
tion, the Government ought to have been prepared te look. Yet at this
timoe, with these doenmonts i their possessicn, the Miniztry at Bome de-
pictod everything as bright and sunshiny : the halcyon days ef Afghaa
tranquillity wers bastening on; the golden age of the Doorannes civiliza-
tion was at hand; and it but required a few years coatinuance of that
blessed peace and peosperity which was ruiving the armies, draining the
treasury of India, and filizg Central Asiz with twmult and slaughier, to
prove that the Saddozye aliianee was one of the miracles ¢f modern
statesmanship! A miracle it was mest assuredly, but in the opposite sense
to that in which it was intezded to e understeod as such by those whe so
characterized it.

It Las already been stated, that the vast majority of the newspapers of
ludia were, from the beginning, most bostils to the Affghan war; and now
tiat we cun look back on the occurrences which bave happened within the
last four years, and compare them with the anticipations formed of thom by
the press, the extraerdinary acouracy with which their prophecies have becn
realized oceasinns less adwmiration of the sagacity of the writers than astovish-
ment that what was so obvious te the guides or roprescatatives of public
opinicn should have been so utterly lost sight of by Government.

Nat only is this most wmarvellons, but stiit more s in the apathy mani-
fested by the ministry and peopte of England at the fearful warnings the
events of each succeeding monlk: sapplicd. In May 1841 the Baombay Times
published o correeted list of thicty-three actions in which our troops had
been engaged daring the preceding twelve months, in thirteen of which they
liad heen unsuccessful ; and two monibs afterwards an account current drawn
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up on the facts supplied by the Gowvermment Gazefle, the dimanack, and
the Army List, from which it appeared, that up to that date twelve mil.
lions aterling had been expended, and three millicns anonally bardly covered
tha current charges of the Doorannee alliance. The paper referred to was at
this time extensively cireunlated in Fagland, yet not one of these fearfully
alarming facts, or the iaferences deduced from them, that the hour of our
compulsary retirement or expulsion from Affrhanistan was thea drawing
rapidly near, oceasicned the slightest attention, Within ten months, the
glocmy, but unhseded suguries, ware all realized.(45)

This was the period of the general election of June and July 1841,
when Lhe merits of the measures, foreign and domestic, of both parties are in
genersl pretty keenly canvassed, About this time Lord Palmerston, in ad-
dressing the electors of Tiverton (46), took infinite credit to himazelf and his
colleagues for the excellency and thorough success of their policy towards
Affghanistan, which eountry ho deseribed as so perfectly tranguillized, and
50 entirely satisied with our management, that Englishmen might travel
from the ave cnd of it to the otber withont fear of danger or annoyance,
At this very time the papers in the archivea of the Board of Contrel, to
which the foreign seeretary had access, showed that, from the hour we had
eatered the couafry, it had been one scene of incessant Dloodshed and
turmoil, that the chiefs whom we subsidized were the only ones who main-
tained even the semblance of snbmission ; and that our soldiers dared not
venture beyond sight of the sentries without perilling their lives. Yt
these cbsorvations of Lord Palmerston’s,—which, in Tndia, were roceived

45, The Lonadon Témes and the Spectator are at this time the ouly papers which
scemed to] be fully alive to the momentous warnings then so uaiversally
negleeted, and which, it attended to, might have saved the expenditure of so
much blood and treasuve.

46. Tho following extract is from the newspaper report of the famous Tis
verton Speech of June 1841, At the lime it was delivered Lord Palmersion
must have been aware of the documentsin the hauds of the Board of Controul,
giving accounts of Shelton’s operations in the Nazian valloy—of the gencral,
dizcontents in Kohistan—the three soparate expeditions then on foot Detwixt
Candahar 3nd Ghuzoie—the vietories of ¥arringion and Woodburn on the Hel-
ivund, with the preparations for Captain Grifin’'s eoxpedition—the Noosky
cxpedition—the atfair of Kojjuck and general movement of the troops in Scinde
and Shawl—the universal marching and countermarching of detachments
throughout the couniry, oceupied as they were in five simultancous or imme«
diately eonsccutive campaigns arpund Jellalgbad, Kelat.i.Ghilzle, Ghirisk,
Nooslty, and ihe Seebec country. The Foreign Secretary must cither have
spolzen ironically, or desired to ascertain how far the credglity of the people
might be taxed. If must bavo been gralifying to him to diseover, that there
was no statement whatever, however enormeusly at variance with faet, which
would not be reecived in England in reference to the affairs of India, ff made
by a minister of the Crown. The same system is at present being adopted by
the conservaiive journals in dofending the policy of Lord Ellenborough,
and apparently with similar success; the statements of the Morning Post and
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as a bitter mockery of the sufferings our troops were Uhen enduring in
Affghanistan,-~were at home passed over without question, reprehension, or
obgervation, So late did public apathy continue, that when the abstracts
above referred {o were reprinted after the destruction of the Cabool force,
they were still regarded, and in maoy cases stigmatized, as exaggerated or
fictitious, They are wrought into the preceding narrative, with the authorities

on which they bave been made given in defail ; and now that abundance of-

carreboralive official ioformation has been supplied by Government, defy
irpeachment,

It appears, as already stated, from the official papers published in the
Blue Book of 1843, that had the Ghilzie insurrection not oceusred, Lord
Auckland was anxious to have his policy carried out as leng as it would
hold s TE, M.'s 9th, with two native regiments, were under orders to sup-

Standard on this subject may, in peint of accuracy, be fairly placed besido those
of the ex-Foreign Secretary : it is to be hoped that their ilfusions will be some-
what lesy rudely dispelled.

¢ Now let me fravel a liltle further to the cast ; for there 1s oo quarterof the
globe in which we have not biad oecasion tu uphald the digrity of the country, and te
vindicate its henour, and to mainisinits dearest interests. ‘Uransaetiens bad taken
place in countries which many of ygu have, perhaps, never heard of till they came
te be intraduced to your notice in eonsequence of evenis ro which I alludewtrans..
actions, 1 say, had taken plaee in Persia and Affghanistan, in the centre of Asia,
which threatened destzuction to the vast ompire wiich we pessessin the Bast ladies;
bat, seting with promptitude and decision; we carried ottir armies into the eentre of
Affghanistan, and the noble Lord, whose name my houourable friend mentioned
just uow, there rendered the most fwportant services to hia country, by achieving
military sveeesses which have rendered Scoure to us that vast empire which we
possess in India, and the importance of whieh itis hardly possible to over-rate, though,
perhaps those who have not turned their attentlion to these matiers may not at once
spificiently perceive their value. We brought within British isfluence, in ooe cam-
paign, a vast exeent of gountry, larger than France, alinest as big a» hulf Europe :
and the way in which thie was done, and the results whicli have follewed, are well
deserving of the attenticn of the people of England. There iz 5 contrast, of which
we may have Teasob 10 be proud, hetween the progress of our arms in the Fast amd
the aperatians which a neighbouring power—-Frauce—is now careying on in Africa.
The progsess of the British arrrs in Asta has been marked by a serupulous refer-
ence Lo justice, an inviclable respest for property, an abstinence from anything
which cauld tend ta wouad the feelings and prejudices of thie people ; and the result

e S

is this, that I'saw noi many weeks ago a distinguished military officer who had just ¢

vetwurned from the sentre of Affzhanistan, from a place calted Candahary, which

many of you, perhaps, never heard of, and he told me that he, accompanied by half
a dozen attendams, but withonf any military escors, hed riddea on horsebsek many
hundreds of miles through a countty inhabited by wild and semi-baibarous tribes,
wha but LG yrars age were srrayed in fierce hostility agalnst the approach of the
British arms—but that he had ridden through them sll with as muell safety as he
could have ridden fram Tiverton to Jolin o’ Groat’s house, his name a5 a British offoer
being a passport through Lhem all, because the Esoglish had yespected their rights,
had afforded them protection, and treated them with justice 3 thence [t is that an
wnarmed Englishman wap cale i the nidst of theip wildy,”

...M"""‘”'
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ply the place of Sir R. Sale’s Brigade, should (his be found necessary at
the time our misfortunes began. H, M. 41{st, with 2000 Bombay troops,
wore ready to ascend the Bolan Pass, if needed, in room of MeLaren's bri-
gade. 1t is equally clear, that though this was the Governor-General’s
determination, it was merely contingent npon the continuance of affairs in
a gtate not more unfavourable than that in which they had been for the
preceding two years,~~and probably with a view of getting rid of the maitor
in the best way he could, leaving the difficulties of the winding-up in the
hands of bhis successor : the moment the intellizence of the insurrection
reached Governtent, they declared that, in tke event of military possession
of Cabool and the surrouading eountry beiog lost, it was not Lheir inteation
to direct new and extensive operations with a view of re-establishing cur
supremacy ;{47) and they were prepared for the contingeuey of our political
influence in that guarter being for a time entirely subverted.(48) Mr
Bird’s appreliensions of immediate bankruptey have been already noticed :
the Gommaander-in-Chief shortly afterwards declared his bolief that the state
neither of the army nor ireasury of India were such as to permit them te
think of renewing the war.

Under these circumstances, it is clear that early in the year 1842, the
Dooranues alliance must biave been broken off, and Affghanistan aban.
doned at all cvents, without reservatlon or delay, whatever ils condition.
The criginators of tlic policy, had they remained in power, would have
been compelled fo undo their own measures with their owu hands, —to
abandon a system, which, from its own inlerent defects, was incapable
of beiog maintained, The Cabool disaster was for them and (heir already
baskrupt credit as sfalesmen, far the best thing that could have happened ;
making it appear as if the poliey of 1838 had been brought to an end bya
great and unlooked-for catastrophe, which no one gould have foreseen or
guarded against, and withdrawiag public attention from the fact that, in
the fiest place, the Ghilzie insurrection, and its results, was a mnatural
and long-expected emanation from the system itself; and, in the second”
place, that if, by some rare pieee of unimagined good fortune, we had con-
trived to escape any thing like this, the whole fabric of our poliey, which
the disasters of Cabool so suddenly disselved, was ready te cramble to
pieces from itz own intrinsic rottenness, (49)

Such frequent mention has bzen made of the mismanagement of the
political agents, in contrast with the excellent coaduct of the military,

47. Lelter of Governor-Gencral in Couneil, Dec. 3, News from Cabool at
this tino extended o the Yth Nov., and gave details of ouly oneweck of the
insurrection, which began on the 2d. Blae Boek, p. 37.

48. Lettery &e, &, Dee. 5. Blue Book, p. 38.

49, Eee extract from memorial of Sir Alex. Burnes, pago 151.
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that a misapprehonsion has got abroad that these gentlemen did not belong
to the army at all. This is a mistake which ough! to be rectified. On
referring to the lst given at the commencement of the third chapter {p. 143}
it will be seer that at the Hrst the Envoy amd Mr Bell were the only
politieal agents who did ot belong to the military service ; and that after
the demise of the latéer of these gentlemen, the envoy alono was a civil-
lian. Gf the thitty-two political agents employed in Affighanistan betwecn
1839 and 1842, not one had attained the rank of major in the srmy,(50) ten
were caplains, and 21 lieutenants. Had theso gentlemen ¢ontinued to aoct
in iheir military eapacity there is mo reason to doubt but that they would
have done no diseredit to the service from which they had been tem.
porarily in some measure withdrawn. They wera selecied chiefly for their
proficiency in Janguages and kmowledps of the counfry: and as these
ageomplishments did not necessarily imply the possessica of a high order
of intellectual endowment, the men whose power was supreme over the
varlous districts of the Docranpee empire were too often found awanting
for the adequate diseharge of the onerons and important duties imposed
upoen them.  The amount of irresponsible anthority with which they were
invested was enough to have turned stronger and stabler heads than theirs
—and the ldea had unhkappily got amongst them that sabtlety and dissimy-
lation were essential, and the wost tortuous policy zand Mackivellian
moerals permissible in the position of statesmen which they now occupied
—that in fact they must fling aelde the military frankpess and straight-
forward candeur which became them as officers, and assume a character
from which, in their private capaeity of English gentlemen, they would
haye shrunk. There are many, very many, to whom these abservations are
inapplicable, and the examwples of the eminent success of Major QOutram, and
Captaing M‘Gregor, Mackesen, and Lawrence, in pursuing the straight-
forward system becoming high-minded soldiers and honourable men, may
shew how sadly some of their brethren orred in supposing wisdom in-
compatible with perfect candour, frankness and simplicity. 7The eovils
whieh arose fram the general sysiem of political agencies might have beeo
greatly diminished had the sphere of the labours of the agenis been re-
strieted to that of interpreters and collectora of information—leaving the
political power in the hands of the military chiefs. ¥et the mischiefy
complained of ere, in a considerable measure, inherent in the system,
and it is difficult te conceive any orgamization which could have worked

50. Sir Alex. Burnes had merely the army ranlk of Coptain—Major Outram
was so by Brevet—23ajors I'A, Tod, Rawlinson, Pottingary Leach, and Lynch,
were Li?ute:mnts in the army, and keld the rank of Major in Persia or Affghan-
iatam only.
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veally well in carrying out the objects we hod in view, considerisg the
vature and magoitude of these, and the circumstances under which they
were desired to be claborated.

A single subject vemazina yel to be poticed-wthe conduct of the army
—which we have reserved fo the last, because it is the only one which can
be diseussed not only without a prepeonderance of censure, but with nn.
mixed approbation, and unatloyed pride and pleasure.

Highly as the sepoy soldier had been appreciated by every one acquaint-
ed with the history of oriental wars, half the merili of the Company's
native army may be said to have remained nnknown till brought to light
by the Affghan campaigns, There are no people on earth more averss to -
quit their homes for foreign lands than the natives of Hindostan, and no
conniry could have been more abhorrent to them than that whers the cli-
mates of the frigid and forrid zone alternated, znd from which had de-
scended those torrents of gigantie and resistless warriors by whom, from
time to time, the fairest provizces of India were overrua.

From November 1838 till November 1841, the native army sustained a
series of incessant and most perilous encounters, over am cxpanse of BOD
miles of rngged, difficult, and inhospitable country, without onc solitary
instance of alieged misconduct, save that on the part of a single sqnadron
of cavalry at Purwan Durrah. Patient of fatigue, tormented by exiremes
of heat and cold, in a country whore the thermomster ranged from 120
deg. to 40 deg. below freezing —often suffering from scarcity of food and
want of camp accommedation, we bave pol so much ags an example of a
threat of mutiny, or manifestation of discontent. Frequently difappointed in
the expectation of returning to India, they received their orders to remain
ir the couniry and resmme campaigning with the most perfect chicerful-
ness. With ne single instance of timidity or backwardness, save that
jast pamed, and a trifling case at Kojjuck, only worth adverting to be-
canse we are snxious to extepuate wothing which the censurers of the ser-
vice would desire to dwell upon—-—there were numberless examples of
endurance, cecloess under firo, and intrepidity, which wounld kave been the
boasi of any service. It must be kept in vlew that we were on almest
every occasion of conflict enormously outnumbered,~that the enemy indi~
vidually were sironger and more powerful men, far better armed, and
equally as brave as those they cncountered : and that the advantage of
choosing their battle-ground was always oo their side. These abservaticns
refer exelusively to the Hindostanee troops,—the character of ihe Britiah-
born soldier is sufficiently known to require no commendation —it was
mever more gloriously sustained than in the campaigns in Affghanistan,
to which this narrative relates. A portion of H. M.’y 4th dragoons, H.M./s
18th, 17th, 40th, and 44th, and the 1st Bengal Europeans, with various
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corps of artillery, all more or less'shared in our Doorannes wars befors
the Ghilzie eutbrezk. The 13th alone wers engaged throughout, and
fought gloriously, and suffered patiently fiom the beginning to the end.
The perfect harmony betwixt the various races, and the hrotherly feeling
with which they fought, side by side, is sbove all commendation. The fel-
lowship which afterwards sprung up betwixzt H.M.%s 13th and Bengal 35th
N.I.,and the admiration of H.M.s 22d for the Bombay 25th N.I., indicate
that the sympathies of the brave with each other are impedsd by no dif~
ferenee of coumntry, colour, or creed,

Of the British officers nothing need be said: the history of their
achievements and sufforings, brief and meagre as it is, is enough., With
the service of more gallant, upright, able, or efficient men, no Governa
ment need desire to be blessed or honoured. Whers there was s¢ much
to irritate and excite, it is mot to be forgotien that with the daring and
promptitude, the merey and humanity of Englishmen was duly mingled.
More instances of individual heroism and personal gallantry, under circum-
stances of extreme trial, might be quoted im this campaign than in any
one in which onr armies ever were for a similar time enzaged. To the
army the Affban war was o many ways a curse: its hardships they
cheerfully surmountod—its dangers they defied. Baut it was a war a8 void
of apology or justice as of honour, itz objects awakened no sympathy ia
its favour, their attainment was unworthy of British ambition, The laurels
it yielded, however ably won, wers grudgingly given, and scarcely coveted,
their exhivition hardly furnished food for gratification «— they gained no
glory in ac worthless a cause. The terrcrs of the sword were nothing,
those of sickness and poveriy were less easily defied. Iustead of the cama
paigns from 1838 te IR4Z requiting the soldier for his sufferings and teils,
they were, io all cases, sources of loss, in many, of absolute ruin, The
extra allowances wera utterly Inadequate to maet the extravagant charges
on the march, and expenses sitending on the detention in cantonwments; -
and unless to those 1o whom lucrative political or staff appointments fell,
the officers, not only in health but in emolument, were grievous sufferers.

Ivemc—

Overleapiog the interval oecupied by the active operations of the insor-
rection, it may be as well shortly to nolice the fate of the leading characters
which have occupied so prominent a piace in the preceding pages.

Sir Alexander Burnes and Sir Willlam Macoaphten were murdered at
Caboolwthe one on the 24 November, the othier on the 23d December, 1541,
General Elphiastone died a prisoner in the enemy’s haods.

General Nott, with his army, remained at Candahar till August 1842,
when he hiimself, with the larger portion of them, advanced on Ghuznie,

P1
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whicli they destroyed, and refurned by Csbool and 1hs Khyber Pass io Fudis,
grining two vietories, and attended by the most brilliant success on the way.
The other portion rsturned by Quettah and the Bolaa Pass.

The Shah Soojah is suspected to have been connected with the Ghilzie
insurrection, At bis own desire hie was left behind when onr armies quitted
Cabool on the 6th January 1842, and for a time appeared likely to maintain
himself in power. He was murdered a few monthe afterwarda by the chiefa.

Of his sons, Prince Timonr, the only one whosze character was without
reproach, remained faithful to ua to the end, and retired with cur armies to
¥ndia, where he now lives a pensioner on government. Prince Fatteh Jung
succeeded the Shah in nominal anthority at Cabeol, but afterwards fied from
the capital for fear of his life. Prince Shahpoor it was at oue time believed
would be able ¢ mainfain bimself ia power, and he was left bebind afier
our final retirement: he quickly follawed his brother, and the two are now
elemosynaries of the Seikh ruler.

The miscreant Sufter Jung of Candshar went over to the enemy shortly
afler the commencement of the insurrection, and having continued for six
months to Sght againat us, ultimately surrendersd himself into our haunds,
He was left behind oa Generat Nott’s advance, but havinz been shortly
afterwards expelled from his conntry, is said to have found refuge at Kelat,
According to anothier rumour he is now in chains at Candalar, where every
one who befriended us is made subject of persecution by the ruling powers.

On the 12t of October 1842, a proclamation dated Simla, aanounced that
our connection with Affrhanistan bad ceased, and that the government of
India wonld meddle no more with its affairs; ont own prisouners had
been recovered, and the Affghan chiefs and their families were ail to be set
free.

After devastating the country—cutfing down the trees, and uprooting the
orchards and vineyards, after having blown up or burned with fire the cities
and forts of Gheznie, Cabool, Istaliff, Jellalabad, and Ali Musjid, by which
about 70,000 buman beings were, on the eve of winter, left houseless—one”
armies were, in November, entirely withdrawn from the country.

In April 1843, Dost Mahomed, after a leng sojourn in the Punjaub—
where he was entertained by the Seikh ruler in a manner becoming both
their sta tions—returned with lis family, without obstruction and in safety,
to Cabog), and resumed sovereignty without opposition or resistance, His
indomitable son, Ukhbar Khan, for a time laying aside the sword, set hime
self about the reconstruetion of the fort of Jellalabad, and the ruined cities.

The king of Bokhara sent an ambassador to congratulate the Ameer on
his retura : ke was received witly favour, and reiurned with presents.
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Sarawan was cnce more se-aunexed to Kelat, and Queitah left uninjored
~(uteliee had been before made over b0 Nusseer Xhan,

The Candabar Sirdars do not appzar so easily to have regained their
authority : by the latest intelligenca their government was said te be in the
hands of Persia—the Shah coining money—the surest stamp of oriental
sovereiz nt y—in his own name.

Kamran Skah is understood to bave died about May 1848, and the
sovereignty of Herat was immediately assumed by the king of Persia.

The Ameera of Scinde appear on the whole te have condueted themselves
inotfensively enough from the date of the hostile demonstration near Hy-
drabad in January 1830—fresh treaties were urged upon them from time to
time, and successively agreed to. I February 1843, terms were proposed
to them by Lord Elleaborough, to which they considered it impossible to
agsent—they resolved to oppose the advance ef Sir Charles Napier, then
pressivg forward on Hydrabad, with an aremiy of nearly 30,000 men, They
were beaten with a loss of 5000 killed and wounded, acd having surrender-
ed themselves prisoners, were aent o be confioed iz India for life. A seeond
battle with a similar loss cecurred near Hydrabad some weeks afierwards.
Seinde was declarad ours by right of conguest, and was added to the British
territories in India. At present 16,000 wen, at an annual cost of above a
million sterling, are required to maintain it in peaco—the share of its revenne
claimed by us being less than the fourth part of this!
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A

Appas Muenza, Prince Royal of Persia, 14,

Apgpor, Uaptain, his battery of 10-pounders reinforces Major Outirgm, 126—
accompanies force inte the Zoormut valley, 283,

Agppoot Reawsy Khan, an insurgent Ghilzie Chief, 126—~taken by surprise, 127
—egcapes, 128,

Anzrpesy, Lord,—&ir H, Willock’s letier 1o, 254, _

Aegznan, Manowzp Axgan Knaw {sometimes spelt Unnpar), commands the
troops against the Seikchs in 1834, and is successfu); defeats the Seikk troops
in May, 1836, when Hurry Sing is slain, 11—sent cut from Cabool to receive
Captain Burnes; his appearance, as described by Lieut. Wood, 33,—Gover.
nor of Jellalabad ia 1839 ; recalled to defend Cabool; abandons his artillery
and baggage, 113—accompanies his fathor, and is eonfined at Bokhara, 149,
150—declines our hospitalitics ; and continues captive at Bokhars, 162,

Acrnam Kna¥, son of Dost Mahomed, surrenders kimself at Bawmeean, 149.

AckrEn {(commonlyspelt UrnreR) Knax, an insurgont Chief on the Helmund ;
troops of defeated by Captain Farrington, 265,—beseiges Ghirisk, 276—
defeated by Caplain Woodburny 278y~his army joined by that of Ackram
Ehan, defeated by Captain Grifin, 279.

Arrguantsran.—Boundaries ofy area, papulation, i., iv.—olimate of, v.—reve-
nue; v.--character of the population, from Asiatic Journal, vi.—Wood's
account of glave trade to the westward, viii.--toleration of people, Masson’s
account of, viii,—invasion of, & favourite threat of Persia, 4—anxiety of
Affghan chiefs for an alliance with England, 5—troubles in, walched by
Runjeet Singhy 6—Forces of withdrawn from Peshawur in 1834, G—Affighans
of Peshawur discontented with SBeikh dominion, fight against Seikhs, lock
to Dost Mahomod for assistance, 64,

Arrcuans, character of by travellers— Asiatie Journal’s account of) v-iMr,
Masson’s accounty vifi.

Arzvn (sometimes spelt Urzun) Kicaw, eldest son of Dost Mahomed ; gains a
vietory over the Seikhs at Peshawur, 10,—noar our camp at Ghuanie with
5000 cavalry, 112,—sets out for Bokhara with Dost Dlahomed, 150,—cs.
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capes and assists in stirring up the country, ibid, —comes down en Bajrah
with 500 horsc, 163—joins his father and the Wullce of Khooloom, 154—
desired by the Dost to surrender; 162.
Auxep Smaw, Founder of the Doorannee empire, i.Kolas chiofy his ter-
“ritory held in reign of-.his reliance on the Kuszilbashes, 35—terms per-
mitted by to the Khan of Kelat—adds Sharawan, Cutchee, 1larund, and
Dajil to Kelat, 208—oxtent of the Doorannee smypire at the doath of, 142.

Axnax Kuaw, an insurgent Terce Chief, joing Ackter Khan on the Helmuad ;
joint forces defeated by Captain Griffin, 279,— Chief himself captured by
Licut, Connolly, 281,—ordered for execution at Candahar, ibid.

Arapning, H, M.%s ship, dispatched to Karrachee, 86,

AinaBp, Goneral, o Corsican In the Scikh army ; introduced to Lord Keane at
Tahore, 125

Aurers, The, of Seinds.Feudatories of Dooranee empire, S1--profess friend-
ship ; their duplicity, 32 —Boloochces pluader with sanetion of; compeled
to pay £100,000, part of arrears due to the Shah Soojah; threniened by
Bomhsy and Bengal troops ; give in to all our requests, 83—depaosition of by
Lord Ellenboroagh, 299.

AnpEngon, Lieut., leads attacking party at Ghuzaie, 109,

Axpgrson, Capt. Y¥., marches agalnst the Ghiljies from Candahar, 147 —joins
Col. Wallace, 148—present at Purwaa Durrak, 159.

Area Sams, ex-Rajah of Nagpors ; rebellion said te be headad by, 249.

Asvors, Brigndior, death of, 121,

Aszper Knarw, a Chief of Sarawan, stripped of his eatate, 209,

Assoo Hazara, Colonel Wymer's victory at, 274,

Asreapap; Report of Bussian forees assembling naar, 47.

Arrmson, Dr J's acoonnt of the cenduct of BMehrab Khan, 89, 9)—ostinnates
the slain at Ghuznie above 1000 ; prejudices agzainst the Barnkzyes ; anccdoie
by of Dost Mahomed, 163.

Arrger, boundary of Affghanistan, 1.

Atroox; Fort of, scized on by Runjeet Singh, G—ibid, 12 note, p. 40,—Cap-
tain Broadfoot’s coavoy threatoned at, 265-66.

Avckraxvp, Lord, Governor-General of Indin ; papers in regard to his policy, as ~
quoted by his supporters, incompletes 2—respactability of his private cha-
ractery goodness of his intentions, considered the time was come for resis-
iance, 26 —lefter to Dost Mahomed in August 1830, 31 and 33—Dbelieves in
possibility of Russia and Persia sudangering [ndin, 41—his minate, 12th May,
1838, 42.—absencefrom his councll ia April, 1836, 63—farewell leiter to the
Ameer; difficnlties of keeping him in warlike mood ; amusing sgene ; des
spatch to tho sceret committeo; deeclared a grand cross ol the Doorannee
ordor; 121—domestic governmoent of, not exlravagant, 286.

AvitaBiLe, General, Governor of Poshawur, 9—protection to Captain Droad.
{foot, 266,
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Azrzm Knaw, a Barukzye leador, defeated by tho Seilkhs at Peshawur in
1823, 6.
Az Knan, youngest son of Dost Mahomed, gives himself up to us, 149,

B

Beaw, Capt. J. D, Political Ageat af Quettsh, 128 —peizes Mr Masson a3 3
Russian spy, 219—character of, 220.

Bentinex, Lord William, his desire for the oxtension of irade beyond the
Indus, 33.

Buasn—S8ystem of plunder prevailing around, 227,

Bnooortiss, {ribe ofy 170,

Baonnsrigrua, Count, his speculations on the safety of the Indian empire, 18;
his estimate of the amount of the Indian army, 79.

Brigm, Ambassador at St. Pctersburg; his letter to Lord Palmerston on the
death of the King of Porsia, 20,

Boxmara, the western, boundary of] Affighanistan, i—Hussein Ali accompanies
Captain Vicoviteh from, 47— Xking of offers to assist Dast Mahomed, 144—
Iuvites him to his court, 119—suddenly seizes and imprisoas him, and his
sons ; threatened by the Khan of Koochan ; they escape from, 150—Colenel
Steddart and Captain Connelly murdered by, 157,

Bouan Pass, a iremendous defile betwixt Dadur and Quetial (see Dadur and
Quettah),

Baynags, Sir Hartford Jones, late ambassador at the court of Persia; his esti-
mate of the expense of the various Persian missions, 45,

Bnoogg, General, appeinted to the command of the Scinde field force, 225w
letier to Colonel Marshall, 227.—mortification st the Kojjuck reverse, 233—
conduct in reference to the Clibborn commission; 210—recall of, 204.-

Beownw, Capiain, takes charge of expedition to Kahua. (See Kabun.)

Browx, Lisutenant, poliiical agent at Kojjuck, 233.

Broaproor, Lisut., killed at Purwan Durrah, 161.

Broavroor, Caplain Geo., takes charge of convoy from Ferozepore to Attoek,
264.5,

Bunnes, Captain (afterwards Lieut..Col. Sir Alex.), opinion of Affghan cha-
raetery v.—vigit to Cabool in 1832, 4—considers payment to Persian cabinet
derogatory to the dignity of Eagland, notz, 15 —pronounces selection from
Cabool papers “sheer trickery,” 2) note, 20 —affacted by Rusiophobia, 21
~his Regociations at Cabeol, 31—directed to proceed on a commercial mis-
sion through &cinde iv 1836, 33—proceeds by Peshawar, and is received by
Ukhbar Khar and splendid cseort, 34—opinions of Affghan affairs expressed to
Sir J. M'Neil, 35-his instructions as to the mercantile portion of his mis-
sion ; his views as to the reasonableness of Dosi Mahomed's wishes, 40-~in«
definite nature of instructions, 42—offers to conduct an expedition in person
against the Persians, should they move on Candabar; would pay their
troops; suggests an advance of £30,000; these proceedings repudiated by
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government, appreved of by Court of Dircetors, 44—inability to give a
speeific answer o Affghan ehiefs ; unable to guess intentions of government,
46—receives instruetions frem My Maecnaghten in January, 48—important
letier from of 25th Javunary 1838 ; ditte of 5th March; Ameer waits upon,
82—proposes to leave Cabool; acesunt of interview with Ameer, difficultios
apparently 2ll overcome ; returns from Cabool, 63..opinions as to the re.
storation of the Shah Soejsh ; further reports to Mr Macnaghten ; Masson's
accouvt of his reception at Simla; employed to provide camels for grand
army, Eb—reccives intimaiion while at Shikarpore that knighthood has been
couferred upon him, and be been raised to the rank of Heut.-col.y 139—aps
pointed envey to Kelat, 88, note ; dispatched In November 1838 to endeavour
to procure a treaty with the Khan of, 83—preceeds to Kelat in March, 8¢—
result of nogociations ; rejoins the force, 91-~his interview with Sir J. Keane
on the beheading of the Ghazee prisoners at Ghuanie, 107-9.~Hyder Khan,
governor of Ghuzuie, placed in charge of, 113—proceed: to meet the Na-
waub Jubbar Kban; present at ccremonies at Cabool, 118—receives grand
cross of the Dosrannee order, 121_his opinien of the system of political
agencies, 142, 238—appointed assistant to the envoy, 143—warns the envoy
of the alarming state of the couniry, 151, 1¢t—unsatisfactory conditioun of
Affghan portion of the contingent, 153, nole—conspiracy discovered in Cabool
by ; accompanies the forco to Tootan Durrah, and suggests that the forts ba
destroyed, 157—Iletter of on the unhappy siate of ihe country ; states that
our irade with Affghanistan had not increased singe 1835 that of Ruasia had
more than doubled, 286—letter of Sir W, Macuaghten on hancing up hig
repori of 7th Ang. 1840 to government, 287 —is murdered at Cabool, 297.

Busves (Dr James, K. H., brothor of 8ir Aloxander); ascount of Ameers of
Scinde, 81—* Vislt to Court of?

C

Capoox, Kingdoem of, origin of, IwTimer Shah transferred the seat of Governa
ment $0, i—Dost Mahommed makes himself master of, iii—populztion of
city, iv.—Bevenues of, iv. 137-142~Dost Mahomed supremo in § makes over
Peshawur to his brether, 6—Caplain Burnes’s mission to, 33 —had been pro-
viously visited by him; roception at; protracted nezotiationsat, 35-65—force
under Colonel Wade moves on frem Peshawur, 113-£20 —intelligence of fall
of Ghuznie received at, 112~Colonel Wade arrives at, 2d September, 113—
grand Army moves on, 115—arriveaat, 119—Shah Soojah’s recoption at; in-
vestiture of knights of the Doorannee Order at, 122.—Bombay column guits
for the westward, 123—Beagal troops retiro from by Khyber Pasy, it

Canpanar ; Timor Shah transferred the seat of government from, i—falls une
der the rule of threc of Dost Mahomed s brothers, Hii—population of eity, iv—
revenue, iv—Candakar sirdars at feud with Dost Mahomed, 3—the Drost's re-
solution to join them to keep Persia at bny, 4—right over claimed by the
King of Persia, 13--stipulation fo place the Sirdars of on the throne of Herat ;
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1lurnes receives a lotier from, announcing the arrival of & Persian elches at,

in June 1837, 86—negotintions at in Qctober; Sirdura of, correspond with
Persia, 47~cut the Porsian alltance, 42-. promised assistance and money by
Burnes against Herat, 43-—charged by Quarterily Review with double dealing ;
Porsian ambassador compelled to quit the country after reaching Candabar,
55—grand Army resolved tomarch upon, 78—grand Army arrives at, 93-loss
on joining ; the Bombay column arrives at, 4th May ; Colonel Denaic’s ad-
ventures betwixt Shikarpore and Candahar; muster of troops and followers
at, 07—reception of Shah Boojah; Bight of Barukzye Sirdars, 99--8hal
eutertains bim, 100 review at; delay of two months at, 104..Runjeet Sing
died day before on march from, 115,

Crawx, Lieut., proceeds with a detachment te Deyrah, 170-- heads a party
sent out by Major Billamove from Deyrah, 173--hiz prewess, 172-—ascom-
panies Captain Brown to Kahun, 176 —returns with empty camels, 178—his
detachment atiacked and cut to picces, 179-134—remains of seen by Major
Clibborn’s pavty, 186,

CreBsois, Major, dispatched in charge of troops to reliove Kahuny 185, 203w
docision of commission on, 199, 230,

Conranson, Lieut., death of, 145,

Conorry, Artbur, Traveller, murdered at Bokhara, 157.

Conozry, Lieut, Edward, killed in Kohiatan ; melansholy fate of turee bro-
thers, 157,

Cossacs Officer, vide Vigoviich.

Corror, 8ir Willoughby, takes command of the Beagal eolumn, 80y Bl-de.
tachment dispatched uader towards Hydrabad, 8i—recommended to fall
back on Shikarpore from above the Bolan Pass, 121—Commander-in-chiof
left in Affyhanistan. IIis conduot towards Col. Denaie, 156—relieved from
command, and succeoded by General Elphinstone, 251.

Czarep, Licut, Henry, Bombay Artillery, practice of at Kelat, 130—is killed
in endeavouring to storm Kojjuck, 235,

Curcner separated from Khelat, 210--DMahowed Shexriff appointed Maib
of, 210,
D

Dapvr—A town in Upper Seinde, near the mouth of the Bolan Pass, 87—
8ir J, Keane’s interview with the Shah Soojah at, Bf—froops betwixt aand
Kurrachee, 87, 93—ircops to keep up_the line of communication between
and Sukkor, 93-«troubles in Mr Bell’s political chavge ; three days’ fighting
near, 223, 234

Derra Ismuaen Kaas obtained by the Seilkchs by stratagem, 10.

Denrie, Lisutenant Colonel; appeinted brigadier, 80—prevents Bengal com-
missaring officers from misappropriating camels ; complains of baggage eattle
required for Bhal's levies, 85 —misunderstaadings with Lord Keano—takes
charge of troops through the Bolan Pass, 86arzives at Candahar, 93,

Q1
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96--orderad to join head-quarters, 91—his opinion of the Shah’s contingont,
95—conemrred in by Lord Eeane, B5-lctters of; 95, nole, and 98.-~conduct
of coming through Bolan Passdisspproved of by commander-in-chief, 96wleads
the storming party at Gbuznie; heroic conduet of; reperied failure; com..
pletesuceess of, 111—appointed to command troops in Balla Hissar, 130—leaves
Cabool with o force to protect Baweean, 154—brilliant manceuvring near
Syghauon ; splendid vietory of near Bemeearn, 155—further operations; de-
spatches mutilated : offered second olags Doorannce order, but refuses it i
seals the fate of the campaign, 161—his account of the surrender of Dost
Mahomed, 162.

DzizraT obtained by stratagem by the Seikhs, 10.

Devran, capital of Bhoogties (soc Bhoogties aud Billamore.)

Der’Hosra, Captain, takes charge of 6th N. 1., acrosa the desert, 220.

Donam, & Murrce chief, 179—Captain Brown’s treaty with, 151, 195.

Dosr Manonsn, makes himself rulex of Cabool, fil—~recovers half of Pesha-
wur from Rucjeet Singh, 6—makes this over to hiz eldest brother, T-—
his principal Chiofs required to meet the advance of the Shah Soojah
in 1884, 7 — Peshawur reized in his abseoee; resolved fo recover it
at all hazards; prepares to descend by Jellalabad ; repulsen by the Seikhs»
and returns threugh the Khyber Pasz; pledges himsclf to renew the
attack ; Runjeet Singh also acts in the spirit of unserupulons aggression
against, 12.—forwards leiters to the Emperor of Russia, King of Persia, and
Governor-General, 16—Burnes’s opision of his character, 34—Wood's des-
eription of, ibid—eonduct towards the Kuzzilbashes, 36=-his letter to Lord
Auckland in 1836, 3T—answer to, 38—falls into the views of Sir A. Burnes,
{vide Burnes )—flight of from Arghundes, 115—escapes into Kohistan, 118
proceeds to Bokhara azd is made prisoner, 147—escape from, 160~threatens
Kchistan, 154—defeated by Colorel Dennie at Bameean, 165--appearance
of at Purwan Durrah, 160—flight of5 161—surrenders to Sir W, Macnagh-
ten; and i3 sent to India, 162-lis views of Affghan policy, 163—reatoration
-of, 297,

Dunaurr, General; ambassador at the Court of Persia; recalls Captain,
Vicovitch, 23, 24, 27.

Duzanw, Lieut,, one of the explosion pariy at Ghuznie, 108—afterwards pri-
vate secrstary to Lord Ellenborough, note.

E

Eirtwnozeusn, Lotd, character of his Governmeat, 2—opens the frade of the
Indus, 32.
Ervrck, Mry our ambassador at the Conxt of Persia, 19—his alarms for Rusaia;
21—obvious misconstzuciion of views of Russia; despatches of, 20 {o 28,
F
Farresn, Major, Member of Nufoosk Commission, 203.
Farcoxen, Lieut., killed in altempting to storm Kojjack, 235,
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Fanz, Sir Henry, Conmander-in-Chief for all India, 79 —about to proceed o
Eurepe in bad ‘healch ; succeeded by Sir Jasper Wicolls; his opinions of the
Doorannes alliance, 79--resigns the command of the army, fand proceeds
down the Indus on his way to Bombay, 80—Meets Sir J, Keane at Sehwan,
84,

Fans, Lieutenant-Colonel; letter in the London Timss giving an acecunt of his
father’s opinions, 79,

Faxg, Captain, A, D. C, to the Commander-in.Chief ; his account of the Shah’s
receplion at Candahar, 101,

Farersezow, Captain; his expedition to Ghirisk, 263—skilful movemenis of;
brilliant victory over tie enemy, 264.

Feeozzrorr—Reserve left at, 56

FonzEs, Assistant Surgeon, death of, 130,

Forsrs, Major, suceeods Brigadior Stevenson in"command at Sukkur, 85«

G

Guraisg, a fortress on the Helmund ; Candabar Sirdarz retire to, 99.~detach
ment of troops proposed to be sens Lo, 239, 243—8hah's troops sent to, to col-
legt tribate, defeated and dispersed, 267—Captain Farrington's expedition
to, 268—brilliant success of ; reinforcements gent ont to, 2690—Major Tod
and the Herat mistion arrive at; feavs for safety of, 239, 260 Ukhtar Khan
besieges, 276—Captain Woodburn’s treops arrivo at, 278—one of $he posts
oceupied at the time of the gencral ingerroetion,

Grinses; Ouiram’s operations against, 127—Major Lynch, political amongss
{sce Lyach)—varicus expeditions against, 145, 148,

Guozian ; refusal of Kamran Shah to restore fo Persia; aaxiety of British
embazsy to have it aanezed to Heraf ; restoration of to Persia, 15:

Guuzyie; advance on, 103 —captore of, 109—slaughier of Ghazces near, 107,

Gorvox, Brigadier, succeeds Colonel Dennie in command in Upper Scinde, 01.

GrrrriTHS, Major; in charge of the Bengal commissariat at Dadur, 93.

Guspava ; the pass of reported impracticable, 93—8iz T. Willshire retizes by,
86, 185.

Gurpava, town of, destroyed by the Brahoe insurgonts ; valse of property iny
222,

I

Hepsee Kuaw Kaxvre, an Affghan chief, 100—treachery of, 117—is sent to-
India a prisoner, 116.

Hazanam couatry ; oxpedition into, 145—exterminaiion of the occupants of z
fort in the, 146,

Haveuocx, Major; describes the practicability of the Khkoord Cabool aud:
Tezoen dsfiles; 81, nofe—deseribes the troops ss on famine allowance on
their advaneo, 92—opinion of Candahar Sirdars, 90—takes charge of a de-
tachment from ¥evozepore, 260,

Heraz; people of deal in slaves, vil.-=affairs of, l—continual quarrels with
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Persia and Candahar, 3—no fears of au ablack from Russia, 5—8imla pro-
clamaiion in relation to, 12—its rovenue and population ; Shah Mahomed
finde refuge at; succceded by Kamran Shab; character of the latter, 13-
King of Persia claime sovercignty over; threatens an expedition against,
Id—ihreatened with a joint atiack from Persia, Candshar, and Cabool, 15—
Persian axmy prepares to advance op; 16—avvives before, 17—unsveeessiul
opevations agains{; scige of raised; defended by Lieutenant Poitinger;
Major Tod and Pottinger ordered to guit, I9—Ffear of Mr Ellice that it
might be made a Russian outpost; Count Nesselrode dissuades the Shah
from advancging on, 21—intention to aanes to Candabaz, 22 —harmony of the
views of Great Britain and Russia on, 24—8ir J. C. Hobhouse's statement in
reference to, 26—exchange from Suddozye to Barukzye rule ; Lord Auckland
awnre of the King of Persia’s prepsrations against, 36—Candakar Sirdars
agree to atiack, 42—King of Persia declines thoir assistance, 43-—Spectator
newspaper on, 74.

Hsarixe, Coloncl; murder of, 120—Captals Outram desired to seck ouf his
murderers, 126,

Hicxs, Lieuterant; severely wounded at Pushoot, 148,

Hozmouse, Sir J. C., President of Board of Couvtrel, oxtract from specch of;
27—mutilation of the Cabool Despatehes by, 39

Hyever Kiaw, son of Dost Mahomed ; Governor of Ghuznie, I1l.—surronder
of, 112—aecompanies Bengal army, 124,

N

Jacos, Liout., cuts a path through the Murree Hilly, 176-77-his defence of the
conduct of Flajor Billamore, 198,

Jussan EKnan, Nawaub, brother of Dost Mahomed, doprived of his government,
jit~—interview with Captain Burnes, 65..stiempts to make terms for his
brother at Ghuzic, 114--his sarrender, 149,

X

Kavpauan.—8ee¢ Candzhar.

Kannaok, an island in the Persian Gulf ; Bombay troops fakte possession of, 17,
19,

Karooton ; expedition near, 275,

KEeavs, Sir John, Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay zrmy; appoinied to
command the arwoy of the Indns, 80—character of, 80, also 10—lands at
Vikkar, 81gives leiters to Captain Qutram requesting supply of camels
from Cutch; advances up the line of the Indus; halts at Tatta, 83-wfor
bearing condact towards the Ameers of Scinde—halt at Jerruck ; obtains
subseripiion of a treaty at Hydrabad, 84w.meets Sir H. Fane at Sehwan;
insues genoral order at Larkhana intimating the arrangerents of the troops
for both presidencics; quits the Gombay column and joins the Shak and
Envoy at Dadur, 85, also 93—distributes the camels collected ; alleged mis.
understanding with Colonel Dennle, 85~finds feeling of despondoncy in the
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arnoy at Quetish, Hl-wgives perempiory orders to advanes ; disapproves of
Shah's eontingent, 85, $8—difficuity of obisining forare at Candabar, 102 —

misled &s to the strength of Ghuznie, 103 —reconuoitres the Fort, 106—his

opinion of the slsughier of the Ghazees at Ghuzie, 108~—Ghuzaie despateh,
114—3acoompanies the Bhak Soojah rennd the fortress ; advances on Cahogl ;
receives grand gross of Doorannes order, 120—general order on separetion of
troops ; quits Cabool for India, 123—visits Lahore, 124-—quits Ferozepore
for Bombay, 125~thanked by India House, 138~by Parliament; ponsion
bill passed, 135—general character of ; his politics ; the dark portions of his

History, 140,

Kevraz, line of traffic with, 32—the Khau of refusey supplics, 88— Sir A. Burnos
pegociates, ibid—his antieipations of our mishaps, 20— Bombay troops proceed
against, 128.—capture of in 1838, 133-aflairs of, in 1840, 17}—dismember-
ment of Ebanate.

Kennepy, Dr., his seconnt of progzess of the march, 102—of the proceedings
at Cabool, 137-39.

Kiznsa Aspoona, Detachment from, 214.

Kuaiva ; people of deal in slaves, vil.,—roported advanee of Russians on, 129.

Kuavsunres, Plunderers, vi,

Korper Pass, The ; Burnes proceeds by, 32w.Colonel Wade penetrates, 113

Kizx, Dr, deawings of passes in the Murree hills, 202,

Kossoer Pass, The.

Kooomuy, Captain Durnce meots Abbas Meerza st Siege of, 14—Khau of
throatens Bokhara, 150,

Koroop Pass; the Fizhting in, 275,

Koonpooz, ono of the Boundaries of Affglanistan, i.—Chief of sends Am-
bassador ta Cabool, 131.

Koowood, The Wullse of; friend to Dost Mahomed ; escapes from Bamcan,
118—allies himszelf to the Awmeer, 151,

Ksnuw, o Murree fort; Lrst expedition te, 172-wiroops quis, 173—return tos
174—Captain Brown takes possession of, 180—is besisged in, 181, 185—ad-
mirable defence of, eapitulation, 195,

Koxpam, fighting near, 221, .

Kupsan chief, Colonel Whesler proceeds against, 153,

Kozsvex, town of, 232.—expedilion against, 233-destruction of town of, 235,

Korrau, ighting near, 226—brilliant victory at, 229,

Kocran-1.Isgoz, eapture of, 273, .

Kueswex Siven, deputation from to Lord Keaus, 124—succession of to the
throna of Lahore ; his death and charaeter, 264.

Kyreacnes, Bombay troops land near, SL—fori captured, 86—reserve force
at, ibid—"Sj¢ J. Keane rotires by, 135,

Kuonassay, tho limits of Ahmed Shak’s dominions, {,

Kasnax Snau of Herat ; succeeds his father in 1829, ii., 4—character of, 13—
¢onduet towards India, 18,
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L

Lovepay, Lisutenani, Envoy al Kelat, 212.  Sez Kelai.
Leecu, Lieutenant, Major in Affghanistas—negociations at Candahar, 43,
Looprasan, place of the Snah Soojab’s retirement, 49 —removal from supposed

by Burnes never {o have been contemplated, 54.
 Ly¥wcr, Major; political ageat in the Ghilzie country, 289 —charactor of his
political views, 269.70 —recommends removal of a Toolky chiet; foree under
his contrel ; account of the ideas of the Ghilzies as to the power of the Shah
Soojah; considers all hope of counciliation at sn eud; proposes that the
chiefs shogld be % made to commit themselves ;” applies for permission to
eract a fort at Keolat-i-Ghilzie ; force sent out from Candshar ; Major Lynck
proceads to inspect the country; affair of Kulla-i-Ingoz; conduct disap-
proved of by the Envoy, 270.273.

M

Maenacuren, My, {Sseretary to Government of Indis, afierwards Sir William}
Eanvoy at Cabool ; leiter to Sir A, Burnes, 49 (seo Burnes)—¢hange of cpinien
as to Candshar Sirdars, 71— mission to Lahore, 68-73.

MeNEin, Sir John, Ambassador at the Court of Persia, 41.w({Sce Persia, Ellice,
Palmerston, &e.)

Magrssars; Colonel Thomas, gaing a brilliant victory at Kotra, 220—megotiates
with Nusseer Khan, 326-—attacks during trace, ib.—instructions te shoot pri-
gonerd, 230.

Massow, Mr C., Traveller, acconnt of Affighan revelution, viil.—writings of ia
reference to the affairs of Cabool, 39 ~accoust of the views of Lord Auck-
land, T1-—his account of the affairs of Kelat, 205.2i8seized and imprisoned
as a =py, 210

Mrarap Ruam of Kelat, negotiates with Siz A, Burnes, 59-90.—Soe Xelat.

Moorroor, troops stationsd at, 275,

Mooszuxe, a village near Quettah, fighting near, £14-winsurgents beat at, 217—
migsion sent from, 219.

N

Nazrax Valley, Col. Shelton’s expedition into, 261, -

NesseLropE, Count, correspondence with Lord Palmerston, desires full pab-
lieation of all communications with Lord Palmerston, 30—~terrors for move-
ments of, 48.

Newag, intrusive Khan of Kelat-—See Relar.

Nirrow, teoops advanee on, 159,

Noosey, ravages of Newaz Khan near, 212—expedition nuder Colenel Sap.
pitt to, 241—L.oss of Camels at, ib.

Norr, General, starts for Kelat, 224.wcapiures, ib.wjoins expedition inte the
northward, 281w.returns in triumph to Indis, 208,

Nusazer, son of Mehrab Khan of Kelac; escapes after the capture of; 130—
seeks refupo amonpst the tribes, 212—8eo Kelat, Kotra, Quettah, and Outram,
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Nuropse Paga, Lieut. Jacob cuts a road through, 178.TT.~defeat of Major
Clibborn’s force at, 186-88--speciacle witnessed in by Captain Brown, 192-
193,

o

Ouives, Colongl, commands an expedition inte the Zooramut valley, 283.

Osquaspy Lieut. Col, expedition to Pushoot, 140,

Oursaw, Capiain James (afterwards Major, and political apent for all Scinde),

extra A. D. C. to 8ir J. Keane ; dispatched to Cutch in quest of camels, 82—
disperses a large body of the enemy near Ghuznie, 105—lalkes charge of
the detzchment sent in pursait of Dost Mahomed, 116 —rcturns to Cabool,
E18—placed in political charge, 125—undertakes an expedition against the
“Ghilzies, 127—remarkable forced march; returns fo camp; attached to
General Willshire’s division oaleaving Quettah, 129 —his account of the eap-
ture of Kelat and oanses of, 13083 —carries tidings of to Bombay ; Bapposod
loss during these operations, 135 —appointed political agent at Hydrabad ;
expense of establishment, 143.—disclaims ali suspicion of Mr Masson, 210
appointed 1o sueceed Mr Bell; proceeds to Quetiah to take charge, 244 —
aseists at the investifure of Nusseer Khan at Kelat, 245 _Memoir of, 248
captures Moolair ; raises the Bheel corps in Candeish, 240 —entrasted by Sir
J. Maleolra with an important expedition, which proves ¢ompletely sncoessful,
2Bl —raises Coolie police corps, 252—connection with the army of the Indus,
&e.; distinguished success as political agent; promised the appoistmont of
resident at Hydrabad ; incurs the displeasure of Lord Ellenborough; recelves
o pubiic dinner from the oficersof the army ab Sulkur; receives a public
dinner at Bombay, 256 ~returns to Solnde ; his negoelations with the Ameers;
retires from Scinde ; his opinion of the conguest of the country ; receives a
sword from the army; returns to England, 257—suceess of in managing
8einde by honest means proves that chicanery wis no where necessary, 265,
P

Parmenaron, Lord, letter to Mr Elliee, Nov, 1835; correspondenes with Couut
Nesselrode, 19wwconsiders Count Nessolrode’s explanation entirely satisfac -
tory, 27.

Trmma, sffuirs of, see Herat, 12,

Pasmawye, affairy of, 5—views of Dost Mahomed regarding, 50, 52,

Pzsueew, valley of,—See Quettah.

Porrixaen, Liout. Col. {afterwards Sir Henry), resident at Hydrabad ; hostile
to the idea of atizck on, 83.—made a baronet, 139.

Pyrwaxn Dursanm, fight at, 160—Dr Lord, Lieut. Broadfoot, and CUsraot Cris-
pin killed at, 161,

Posroor, Colonel Orchard’s expedition 1o, 145,

Q

Quasztnary Review, opinion of favourable to Loxrd Auckland, 45--S8pactator's

reply to, T3,
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Qurrraw, the oapital of Shawl, independence of 5 Bengal column reaches, 87
—arrival of Sir J. Koeane at, 91-—Bombay ¢alumn arrives al; Col. Dennie’s
adventures near ; Bombay troops return to, 128—8ir T. Willshiro starts from
for Kelai; troops proposed to be sent from to reliove Kahun, 179w General
Brooks arrives at, 240—-large force at, 241.
R

Lor=g, a town in Scinde, troops cross from, 84,
Russta, relations with, 19,
Rarrz, Captain Queen’s Royals, present at Kelat, 131,
Bair, Captain Ist Bombay Grenadiers, killed in endeavonring to storm the
Nufoosk Pass, 187.
Ruzseger Swyam, Ruler of the Punjauk ; texmed ® our ancient ally ” in Simla
proclamation, 6—seizes in 1818 an Attock ; on Mooltan; on Cashmere ; defeats
the Affghans under Azeem Eban in 1823 ; seizes ov, but £2ds himself unable
te keep, T eshawur ; divides it betwixt Kamran Shah and Deat Mahomed, 7
— advances to meet Affghans, and defeats them, in 1835 ; resolves to seizo on
Shikarpore 5 his feclings on the denth of Hurry Singh and defeat of his
troops ab Jumrood, 11—had maintained ihe line of the Indus 5 scoue of in-
cessant sirife, 12—Peshawur constant seurce of expenditure and annoyanca
to, 39—would have been willingly parted with 3 had never sought to attack
Cabool, 57— enters an treaty with British government and the Shah Sosjah,
68— declines to pexmit our army to pass through the Punjaub, 78-—death of
cccurs on 27th June ; intelligence of reaches the troops 1st Augusty is she-
ceeded by Kurruck Singh ; hig treatment of Shere Singh his repudigted sons
now raler of the Punjaub, 262.

i

5

Bare, General Sir Boszrr, pursues Candahar Sirdars, 09 ; commands the leading
golumn at Ghuznie, 111 —Operations in Kohistan, 158—servica cxpiros, 263
—his brigade forces the Khoord Cabool Pass and retiros on Jellalabad,
203,

Savrer, Lient. Col., commands 2d Cavalry at Purwan Dureah, 159

Biwonzem, Count, Russian Ambassador ai the conrt of Persia, 20—desires the
King of Persia to attack Herat, 20.

SmiARrORE, & town in Scinde, amonnt of fores at, in Feb. 1839, 86.

Suar Soorsn, Tho,—first appearance of as a public character, fiwdefeated and
driven from his kinpdom by Futteh Khar ; pensionad a¥ Loodianah, iii—Sir
Alex. Burnexs opinion ofy 35, 263, note~on terms with the brother of Dost
Mahomed, 49—mode of restoration rocommended by Burnes, 68, 70-—charas.
ter of his ministors, 165—spends the winter at Jellalabad, 144.

SreLTOn, Colonel, appointed to command 3d bripade at Caboel, 260—leaves
Ferozepore and reaches Jollalabad, 261 —suceess of in Nazian valley, 262 —
proceeds o escort Capt. Broadfoot, 266.

Srecraror Newspaper,~-psagacity of views, 73—refutal of Quarterly Review, T4
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Svamaw, troops stationed at, 161—compelled to retire from, 153—re-occupled
by Col. Dennie, 155,

T

TazEz, victory near, 148,

Teaex Valley, expedition to, 280—found abandoned, 281—ireops eonnected
with Dooraanees, 279,

TezEEN, cafila geized 1t, opens the Ghilzie insurreetion, 284.

Tixowr Szax, character of; i

Tiverrow, Lord Palmerston’s speach at, describing the tranquillity of Affighan-
istan, 201.52,

Tongzeny, Mr, Setretary to Gevernment, 71.

Teop, Major, Ambassador at Herat, 19.

Toorarn Dunran, Licut. Conolly killed at; forty desiroyed at, 159.

v

Variany, Colonel Ty (now General) captures Kurrachee,. 86—Ileft in charge
of tho mouth ef the Indus ; momber of Nuffeosk coramission, but opposed
the report of ; votes in favour of, 199

VenTora, General, a Torsican officer in the Seikh army, remains behind on
advance of Timour 8hah for Peshawur, 113,

Vicoviren—a Cossack Licofenant, 23—objects of his mission, 26, 27, 47—
treatment of at Cabool, 48—Burnes’s account of, 55—Had no political auw-
thority, 66.

Virgun, post at the mouth of the Indus; Bombay troops disembark at, 81.

W

‘Wane, Capt. {(afterwards Sir Claude Martin); statement in reference to Doat
Mahomed’s attack en Peshawur, 8.11—said by Masson to have denovnced
the peacenble arrangement for tho surrender of Peshawur, 9 (oote)—views
as to the popelarity of the Shah Soojah, 39-~iakes charge of detachmentof
conlingent from Peshawur to Caboal, 80-81, also p. 113,

WaLkER, Captain, accompanies Captain Avderson agatnst the Ghilzies, 148.

Warzack, Colonel, lakes charge of grand convoy from Ferozepore, 146-—arrives
at Cabool, 146—proceeds towards Ghuznee with iroops; 143 —joined by
Captain Anderson, captures a fort and returns to Ghuszuie.

WarzeLk®, Lieut.- Col,, sucecsses against the chiefy, 153.

Witrssine, Sir Thomas, eommands the Bombay column of the Army of the
Indus ; descent of from Khelat by the Bolan Pasg, 86.135—returng from Ca-
bool to Quettah over the ‘Tobah mounizins, 127 —proceeds agzinst Mehrab
Khan, 128—Capture of Khelat, 130.135.

Wissox, Colonel, mortally wounded at Kojjuck, 235,

‘Woousuny, Captain, about to be sent to reinforce Ghirisk, 139 —accompanies
reinforcements for Ghirisk, 269—sent out at head of detachment to Ghir-
isk to atlack Tkhtar Xhan, 176 skilful movemenis of, 277 — brillian

R1
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wvietory on the Helmund, 278-—npoeompanies Coptain Grifin'a foree s gallant
condact of ; leaves bis couch to lead his regiment, 2?9- 1s death nots ta
. 268,

Wraen, Lieut, Colonel, member of the Nufoosk commission, node 199-arrives
At Candahar aed his detaehment addad to General Nott's army ; defachment
under, sent on o the Ghilzie couttry, 274—brilliast suceess of, ,ibid—force
dispatehed under, into the Teree country, 280,

Y
Yax Manougp, vizier to Kanyan Shab.-See Herat and Kamran Shab.
Z

Zewman Sman, elevaiion of to the throne, ii
Zoonauvz, Valley, expedition into, 283.
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