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The great Sindhi poet, Shah Abdul Latif who forms the subject
of this study was destined to experiences the impacts of internal political
weakness within the sub-continent as well as the effect of attacks from
Muslim neighbours from Iran and Afghanistan.
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During the Caliphate of Ali, a great expedition was sent against
fndia(c.A.D. 660)

The Muslim army, which included a large number of nobles
and chief, advance up to Kikan or Kikhanan without any serious opposition.
Kikan was a state in the hilly region round Bolan Pass, and is referred to
byh Hiuen Tsang as a Kingdom whose people led pastoral lives amid the
great mountains and valleys in separate clans, without any ruling chief.
It was, however, according to Chach- nama, included in the central
division of Sindh, under the direct administration of the king. In any
case, the people of Kikan made a brave stand and repulsed the Muslim
army with 'severe losses. The leader of the Muslim host was kilied
together with all but a few of hisfollowers (A.D.663)

Henceforth, Kikan became the chief objective of the Muslim
expeditions. During the next twenty years, no less than six expeditions
against this frontier post of Sindh are recorded, but they failed to make
any permanent impression. The only solid gain of the Arabs during this
period was the conquest of Makran. (2)

HT- 110 00— 0 (e i) pabige (1)
(2) History and culture of the Indian people Vol.lll fourth Edition P- 169, 1988,
Bombay.
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