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PREFACE 

THE THIRTIES OF the present century w1tnessed the nse ofthe 
Khaksar Movement m India with Allama Mashr1q1 as its leader It 
comc1ded with the nse of the Nazis tn Germany, but while the 
former tended to be a social movement and drifted to politics only 
in its later stages, the latter was purely political from the very 
outset 

As m Germany, the pertod followmg the World War I had 
created unrest and d1ssat1sfact1on among the younger generations, 
particularly of Muslims m India Unemployment .and depression 
was the cry of the time A umversity graduate was wdlmg to sell 
bis talents for Rs 35 a month In Madras and Umted Prov.tnces 
bnlhant youngmen, to escape starvation, were constrained to JOm 
the lower police services or so-called menial .staff of the postal 
department The economic miseries had demoralised the people 
The Khalsar Movement was the offshoot of these c1rcumstances 

Khaksar is a compound Persian word 'Khak' plus 'Sar' 
'Khak' 1s dust and 'Sar' 1s life, that JS, one who is a Khaksar must 
be humble like dust 

Prune fac1e, tlie ostensible Object of the Khaksar Movement 
was social service Dressed m sem1-mtl1tary style with Belc11as on 
their shoulders under the command of their salars m perfect ng1d 
d1sc1phne, they marched through city streets on the occasion of 
rehg1ous festivals and rendered even mcmal servtces whenever 
rcqutrcd to do so It became a most powerful orgarusaflon 
towards the closmg years of the th1rt1es and dominated the field 
for a little less than a decade lls success was short-hved, and 
1t disintegrated w1th surprising rapidity The Khaksar Movement 
could not become an nil-India movement m spite of a good orgam
sat1on, though 1t was certainly w1despread 

The Khaksars aimed at d1sciplmmg the whole nation Their 
motto 1n .hfo was 'Action and Glory' They groaned that their 
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natron talked too much and worked ltttie and they t.hetcrote 
endea.,ourcd to make it powerfUl w1th action To them the German 
defeJ.t of 1918 \\as mainly due to tile Germans much tall..ative 
nature They bellcH:d A silent nation 1s a. powerrut nation the 
power of th~ Engb~h nation bc:s in its inlence 

A very glarrng feature or the khaksar Mo\ement was its non 
sectarian character The movement stood for unity for liberation 
or India .ind for scculansm Though O'terWhelmingl) Muslim 
the }..haJ..sars did not indicate any tinge or communahsm The 
services rendered to tlte famme-str1len people of Deng:?.1 'l.mply 
pro\e their claun for unity and secular appro:ich to all problems 
oflnd1a 

My mtcrest tn the sub;ect Ms roused by my erudite teacher 
Prof~"or A D Lal form r Vice Chancellor of the University of 
Allahab:ld and no v V1ee-Chancellor of the Umvei:,it) of Rnjaslhan 
Jaipur Sub equent discussions with Dr A D Pant Pcofcssor and 
Head oftbe D partm nt of Poh11cal Sc1en1,.e UnMrs1ly of Allahabad 
'Ind Dr S A H Haqqr Professor and HeJd of the D~partment 
of Pohll<:al Scien~ Ahgarh Mushm Um>ersity whet!ed my 
curiosity Their keen interest and able guidance enabled me to 
undcrta.L.c this ~tud1 But \\hercfrom was I te> get the malerial 
The J..h .. lsnr l ... Jden.hsp did l\Ot letl.\C -iny compact literature It 1s 

~cattcrcd in one or tn o page Jeanets printed ss and when needed 
The non itvai!abrhty of some recorded authentic source m.atcmal 
wh1 h could provide me substantial and detailed 1nformatton about 
the Kha!..sirs disheartened me The ncnspapcrs only gave passmg 
ref rences wh1cb \~ere too inadequate to be \\OVCn in a book 

In 1969-70 I \1S1ted the Na tonal Atehives ol lnd1a New 
l)elh1 as 11 Fellow of the U111vers1ty Grants Comm1ss1on To my 
utter surprise while consu!tmg some secret and confidential rcp0rts 
of the Home Department 1 came across a few ftles \\h1ch tilled 
the gap and rekindled my fong dicrfshcd desire to \\ork on the 
Kho.hat' Mo\'ement These files consisted or the confidential 
letters and secret reports to and from th Home Department and 
they constituted n \-iluablc sourc malerial Of the surv!Vlng 

( ~/ ) 
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personahties mentioned in the records of the Home Department 
are Professor Baber 111n:za and Professor B A Khan While the 
former had migrated to Germany long ago, the latter still resides in 
Alrgarh It v.as Professor B. A Khan who very kmdl> furnished 
me '\1th oral 10formahon about the Kha! sar tactics and act1v1t1es 

of fas time which enabled me with !he help of secret records to 
visualise what I call the Khaksar era. Without tlus the Khaksar 
Movement could not be described and discussed with accuracy, as 
no records were known to exist elsewhere Some leaflets v ere 
d1SCovered m the records of ilie Home Department found m the 
National Archives of India, while for others I had to consult the 
All·lndia Congress Committee Papers, Dr MoonJe Papers Jayker 
Papers found m the Nehru Museum, New Delhi :Miss D G 
Kbesb\\am, Assistant Director of the National Archives and 
Mr B R Nanda. D1rector, Nehru Museum made me a-.a1lable all 
the relevant material whtle I worked m then· archives. 

There IS no book mm) J..no\\ledge that deals exclusively with 
the Khaksar Movement This has mspfred me to undertake this 
study The em11:1ent scholar, Dr Sayy1d Nasir Ali, Professor, 
Department of Polit.teal Science, A M. U , Al1garh, and the 
reputed author Mr Ram Gopal of Lucknow 1<ere kmd enough 
to very thoroughly revise the book and my friends Mr M. Sarfaraz 
Husayn, Irnran Mushtaq and Sayyid Shamim Ahmad read the 
type-scrJpt I am beholden to them aJI 

Shan Muhammad 

( ·11i } 
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CHAPTER 1 

INCEPTION OF THE MOVEMENT 

THE POST-MlJTim era m India is mostly conspicuous for the creation 
of a number of soc10-pol!t1cal movementst. that awakened the 
slumbenng India of ages Out of these emerged a new 1deolog:11:al 
upsurge, the KhaJ..-s.1.r Mmement m the th1rt1es of the current 
<:entury 

The founder of the Khak.sar Mo'<ement M Ina;a.tullah 
Khan, popularly kno\\n as Allama Mashr1q1, came mto promi
nence sometime in 1926 Pan-IslamISm~ dormnated hrs soc10-

pohtical ideas, and h;g;i°"e '\eo:t to these more claborately the 
same year when he was mvued by the ShayU1-ul-Islam3 of Egypt 
to a conference at Cairo • 

His spca:b at the conferenre concerned itself mam1y '\Ith the 
condemnation of the proposed election of the Sultan of Egypt as 

l The Wahab1 .tDO\enlClll the Al1garh mo,ement, the s ... -adeshi 
mo\ement, the KhilafD.t mo,emcnt the Non-Cooperabon and the C1ul 
D1.Sobed1cllcem°'ements are some of them \\h1ch ba~e pta)oo important role 
in the nallonahst mo>ement of India 

• •The \\Ord Pan-lslam1sm gamed much currency m the early eighties 
of the nmtcentb a:ntur~ to bnng about unit) among the '-1ushm states of \Vest 
Asia and Europe against the Chnst1d11 po-..el'S of Europe • See Encsc1opaed1a 
Bntanmca, Vol XVIf, Fourtcenlh edition, Nen York, 1929, p 185 

• •One of the most honourable title "luclt iirst appearea in the second 
half of the fourth century AH The tlllc ofSha>kh bas alwa}s been resene.d 
for •Ulama' and m) sties • Sec Ene>c:lo_paedia of Islam, Vol IV, p 275 

• For the Curo Conference, nw1tallo'1s \\ere sent to the Jam1at-al
UJ111na, the All-India Khllafat Comnltlee and tbe Muslim Lc:?gue But 
the~ did not seod their delegates 
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1'.h1hf1t ul Mushmm on the ground that a V'\ssal ruler could not 
be a spmtunt he'ld or the Islamic world :He also had planned to 
t'stablish a tommon lslanuc fund to be 1.no\'n as lhyt ul Maal 
"1th 1 capital of £ 20 00 OOO but his scheme did uot matcnah~e 
due to the slackness of the part1c1p1nts A trip to Tsl'lmic and 
I:uropean countries closed hml to n number of prominent !endwi 
Tlie ntost popular among them w1s Adolf H1tlcr5 m Gertnany and 
Ob'lydutl1J1 Sindhi' the nrch rebels against the Bnhsh whoso 
.issoc1ahon must hnH~ naturally infused nnh Drd1sbness m 
Maslmq1 7 

Dorn in 1883 to M Ata Muhammad a ~tst1on writer or 
Amritsar Mo,hrsq1 had a br1lhant ic:adem1c: career taking the 
MA degree from the Punjab University :md thereafter proceed 
mg to En.,land to quihfy for thi. Indian C1v1I Service Examination 
Dut poor phy~1que pn.ventcd lum and he turned to the lnd1:m 
Educational c;crv1ce serving entirely in the N WFP save for some
hmcs \\hen he held the nppo1ntm nt of Assistant Secretary 11 

the D p:utment of I:duc1llon Health ind Lands of the Govcrn 
ment of Indn T0Just1ce caused to him m 1us promotion dcmng 
the tenure of h rs service under the British rorced lum tn rci.1gn m 
1930 Then he settled down at Icbhra a suburb ortahori: 
contemplating to or1rm1smg th Muslims for soc11l sen1cc and 

Hiller wi• lhe founJcr of the N:iz1 movement m o~rmany lfe entered 
poll he~ in J9'3 v.role \fdn A'1ntP/wh1ch Wti suppo$ed lo be the Dible of t! e 
Nalt1 Jn 1934 he bccam: President aod Cliincdlor of Germany His pol1ey 
led lo "orld War U He died 111 1945 

• Obaydullah <;111dh1 had a Sikh parentage but aecq>lcd fstam dur ni 
his teen1 and krt home He Joined Dar ul Ulum ocotnnd 1n !SS? for Arnb1c 
111d1e~ and rcm:11ncd \cry clos to Shaylb ul Umd The eomJ':lDY or lhe 

IC11rncd dc.'lout ncqm11ntcd him with tlV" worl\ and teaelunl;!i of H:urat Shah 
\~111 Ullah-, a g!'\.attht'1loc1:1n. fn 1915 for h s rcvolu11011:1ry actv1t1cs hr: 
" \S ~lle<I for tl'cnly ycan nlltl Yl!ICed /\fg~1n stin USSR Gene'1:i Turkey 
and JJc1u. fri us~oc1ation 1 th RaJ:i. Malicndra Pralap Singh he romml the 
prov1$1on'll Government of fnd a In Afghllnls!an ford tails sea Muh.1mmod 
S:irwar $ Maultma ObayJ11/1'111 Slnclfrl 

~ Home Dep'lrtment rol Jilc No ua 35 Secretnnd CoofJcnhal 
Sceuon 
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Withm a year (September l, 1931) founded the KhaL.sar Movement 
wzth a weekly organ Al·lslall 6 The moveme11t was devoid of 
vmlent act1v1hes but lt could do otherwJSc 1f conditions so demand
ed as they were reported to keep m view the Persian lme wluch 
says, Tm1g Amad ba Jang Amacl that is, when one is forced to 
resorting to violence, he wdl take to 1t 0 

Khaksar, as previously stated, means carth·hke, humble and 
subm1ss1ve, and it 1s the ~pmt of this meanmg tbnt Mashnq1 
latd stress on the voluntary service of the Khaksars In a 
pamphlet, Tiie Fmal Word, he wrote 'The mtroduct1on of the 
programme of hmnamtanan service in the Khalsar has been 
designed to make the Khaksars bold and fearless, to wear down 
his fat soul, to strengthen lus obstmate and proud self and so to 
make his self the prize of the world by rendermg it obedient '10 

Therein he further elaborated that the first duty of the Kh.tksar 
organisation was to secure for every community its civic ngl1ts 
and to guard its internal and external mtcrcsts To mamtam 
cordial relations amongst the various communities, the Khalsars 
were rnstructcd to recognise people of each commumty as Jts 
comrades and expected the same from others 11 

The membership of the movement was not restricted to 

• A report submitted to the Central Go\crnmcnt by J V B Janvrm. 
Deputy Comm1ssmncr of Pohcc Specia[ Bmnch, C'\lcutta mentioned 1936 as 
the date of the mcept1on of the movement The report ~aid that Khal.sar 
assoc111t1on was started m the Puniab m 1936 by Allam'\ Mashr1q1, a disgruntled 
member of IES Tts obJect was to promote unity among Mttsltms of tlte '~orld 
and to instil a i;pmt of d1sc1phne and trnily among Mushms A branch was 
~t~rted ln Calcutta, m September 1938 by Pesbawan frmt sellers Dut the 
d'ttc quoted in the report appcan to be 1uong as all the contemporary records 
quote September 1931 as tbe date of its mccpt1011 

• See Lcg1slahve Assembly Debntes (Speech ofSayy1d Murlaza Ah Khan 
1n support of the hflmg of ban from thl' Khahar Movement), Vol 111, 1942 
Sixteenth sess10n, September 14 to September 24, 1942, p 480 

'" HomeDcpnrtment, Po!, F No 74/6/41 {I) 
" Pb1hps Talbot The Klnb.sar Movement,' pubhshcd in the Trrdian 

JQ11r11al of Social Hori., See Home Departme11t, Pol (I) F No 14{6/41, 
p 193 
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Muslims It was open to all and hnd a non sectanan char1ct rt 
Its object v.as to attain perpetunl happmess by umting the human 
race 1rrespecttvc of ats religion or nationality Social service based 
on spmtual1sm berng their sole obj et th" Xhalsars were to drive 
away from w1tbm false pride passion mall~e vengcnnce 111tempe 
nnce revelry corruption deb'iuchery etc and alw'lys to keep in 

mind thnt they \\ere accotl!lt'ible to God for every action of theirs 
The 1'.haksara ''ere not to be afraid of death They believed that 
a penod had been fixed for life and they v.e~ to gwe unrestnded 
obedience to the Prophet of fatlh be he ~nshna Buddha Moses 
Christ or Muhammad 11 

Certam duues \\ere also enjoined upon the Khaksors They 
were to lead a pure devotional ltfe leaving all temptations to 
M:ar Kh:il,.1 dress and carry 'l shovel or Delcha which apart 
from bem1t an emblem -of hbour could be used for d1ggmg cut 
hng and cleamn~ They were to he the badi:es or Ukhuwwat on 
the r1.,ht upper arm wluch md1cnted a Umvcrsal brotherhood to 
pnrttde under the command of !us commander and to carry out 
orders loyally and "dh unquest1omng obedience 14 

Drilling and parades formed an important part of the move 
ment as M'ishnq1 attributed the degeneratwn of the Musatmnns 
to their d1\orcmg mihtnry hfe from relrgton To hun m1ht11r)' 
lif1. was the leynote of Islam m1htary ltf and Islam being synony 
mous the giving up of m1htary life "as g1~m., up of Islam 15 Allam'l 
M1Shr1q1 W'ls n man of rel1g1ous learnmg He had religious 
education of Islam introduced m al1 tbe High Schools of N WFP 
m the teeth of Government oppos1tton " He completed 111~ 

u IJome De,.artmcnt Pol F No 118/35 See Sccrcl nnd c:onfidi:ntlal 
TCpott (If the Cr1mtnlll Intel! ~ce OepBrtm nt Pu~1:ib dated Dee<:mber 24 
1?3S by A 1 Hopluns ICS Chier Secret.I.I')' to N WrP Government P..shawnr 

u Ai;ha Snyy1d Ghamn(ar /.II Shah 71re Spfrlt of the KJiabar Mo t111e11t 

fount.I m the rcc:onls of the Home Dep:utment Pol (Internal) F No 74/4/41 
P1 r&n 

1 /bd 
u Ma.shnqi Islam lei Aslittrl Zi11d11gl 1' 10 
u Nottt on t!tt Al aks1t1 J.fo•en ~ t found In the All Tndla Congress 
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outstandmg work Tazktrah tn 1924 after a. strenuous labour of 
four years 17 This work presented tb.e .H'.oly Quran m a new 
hgltt and drew public attention The interpretations given by 
him suited only his own phdosophy mea11t to brtng about socio· 
polttlcal regeneration of the Muslims Naturally 1t was to come 
m clash with the Moulav1s and learned divines is 

According to Mashriq1, the Moulavis were the most unprogres· 
s1vc as well as lethargic section of the Muslim community In 
l11s own words, 'The Moulav1 d1shl..es the Khaksar Movement 
because when the mzhtary and soldierly ability has been acquired, 
when the strength for conquering forts had been developed and 
when they have learnt to be ready at one clarion call who then 
would give bread to him to eat 'l9 To quote him agam 'The 
way as shown by the Moulav1s today 1s wrong The Khaksar is 
out to wipe out this wrong religion from the face of the earth and 
estabhsl1 again m its place the Islam of the Prophet ' 26 The 
rise of totalitarianism appears to have considerably mfiuenced 
Mashr1q1's thmkmg Like Hitler and Mussohm he also spoke in 
a d1ctator1al tone and talked of regeneration and m1htar1sm 
Descr1bmg the Khaksar Movement m a pamphlet, The Fmal 
Word, he wrote, 'It is a movement of men, hons, soldiers and 
belhgerents, and never a movement for women, wives, eunuchs and 
boys' 

'When natl.ons are m the throes of death and dcclme,' ltc 
contlnued, 'every body 1s helpless m finding out the exact source 
of m1sch1ef, or where the shoe really pinches Once the md1v1-
duals of a nation are infused with courage, power, energy, asp1ra· 
t1on, will, and action lS instilled m their hmbs and action m hands, 
feet, body, soul and deterrnmahon-m short, action and only 

Committee Papers, F No G 63(1940, available in the Nehru Memorml 
Museum and Library, Teen M urlt House, New Delhi 

n Professor M Al-Faz!, A11 E""<po•1l1on of tlte Tt1z/..1ral1 of Affama 
Mashriq1 

u Home Department, Pol (Internal} F No 231/1941, Pol {I) 
,. Maslmqi. Mo11lavl Ka Ghalat Ma2!1ab, pp 7, 8 
•• Maslmq1, Qaut-1 Faysal, pomt 3 
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:u:tion then nothmg on earth can stop thnt natton from its on1Vard 
'llar1.h We are mstilhng th1t prehmmary lesson of nchon and 
glory power and de!ermlnatJon kingdom and sovere1snty-aye ! 
res1stancc and \\nr without which c~en the sllgllte$t progreos 15 
1rnpo~s1ble 1n a n'ltaon 1 He exhorted the )ouns Muslims to lead 
the !1£e or n soldier to become true l\foshms nccord1ns to the 
teachings of the Quran and clauncd that he \'ras making throu.,b 
m1J1tarv bre the whol1. nation a fi~ttmg nation - To Maslmq1 
obedience to the Moulav1 Y.1S ruJ1culoU!! slnce be dnl not kno\V 
even to handle the slwrd ' 

Ha~ pamphlet Islam J.1 Asf..ari Zmdag1 (the Mddary llf1. or 
lshm} also throws n flood or ltght on the 11.leology of tlr l\.hulsar 
movement Therein 'llso he lays great stress on llllhtary tire and 
Sa)s Smee the Musalm:ins gave up military lire and dnorccd 
mtl1tary lif from rch<>aon and rcl11t1on from the world God h1s 
becom angry with the .Musalmans and has remor:.wcssly tat.en 
nwav kingdoms from them and given th m to other military 
ntlllons i P'lrad1se could be attained by fi.,htmg th.. 1.netny on 
the h'lUI fteld and bell by avo1dan~ war Smee he pre:ichecl 
military ltfo through h!S movem nt M.ishriq1 \.,as 4 great 
ndDllrer of Mustafa 11..amal (t81H-l93S) of Turkey lbn ~aud 
(1880-19,53) of Saudi Arabia Raza Shah Pahlav1 (1878-1!144) 
of Iran Obaz1 Amnnullah khan (1892-1960) of Afghanistan 
\\hO stoutly opposed Mull:usm '\lld uprooted the consenahve 
elements that h1d sapped the glory oflslam The .reforms m their 

\ l'h1hps Tnlbnt up c 1 p 1~2. er Mu.solml a wd\mg ~Ith lh a~ ~ 
m wh1 h be says We fi£hl 11s:unst c\ery thing that restricts and harms the 
1nd1tu:!11al Alsb Cf Hitler when he sa)$ Man h'1$ b"\!Ol'n~ sreat Uiroush 
f>erpctual struggle In ptrpctual peace b11 greatness inust dcclme foft/11 
J..amrf p 124 

.t-fashr1Q1 lllm1la~I Aa Ghalat Ma lull> pp 7 B 
n Masht1(l.l /,lam J..I As~rirl Zi 1dag1 I" IS 

t 111 f p 10 Ct ltillct \~ho mys N.\\U~ knoW$ DO pc:>lttt<:al rrot1U<'.l'\I 
Sb~ begins by establ1shu1g hf on the globe :ind then \\atclies the free pfoy of 
forces Tl1ose wl10 show the greotcsl cour11g and lndu~tl'Y arc tho 1:luldrcn 
llean:sl to hct bcartand tbcy WI II fie Bfalllc<J lhO SOVCRl.llll rl I ls Of CXISlellCC 
MCJ Ka11r/ p J 

G 



INCEPTION OF THE !110\'tMI:NT 

respective countncs had so much .tmpressed !um that he wished to 
become a d1sc1ple of anyone and kiss their feet for they had 'saved 
the sml..mg boat of Islam • He wished all the Khaksars to foUow 
the footsteps of the above sav1om1s of Islam to 

The Government suspected the movement from 1ts outset, 
and despite h1s det-larat1on of the motive of the movement, be 
failed to persuade them that 1t was tn no way hostile to govern
ment, but was merely an endeavour to organise the Musalmans: to 
prove thel.I' unity and self·suf!iciency to attam SwaraJ ma shorter 
time than through the methods employed by the Cong1ess 2a 

India of 1930-31 was hke a turbulent ocean The movement 
for mdependence of the country was m the air The Nehru report-l 
having been rejected, the Congress at its Lahore Session (December 
1929) declared India's goal as complete independence In Nebru·s 
own words 'tb1s overilowmg euthusiasm was for a symbol and 
an idea ·~1 The events of 1919 were recalled with all their hnmtha· 
ttons and glories and the nattonahst mo{ement bad taken a 
chffcrent course lutherto not followed 2& In persuance of the reso
lution passed at the Lahore sesss10n, January 26, 1930 v.as observed 
as the complete mdependence day all over the country Dr Sayf· 
ud-Dm K1tchlu suggested a programm~ for the cou!"try which 
consisted of 

{r) The declaration of complete mdependence 
(11) Complete boycott of the legislatures 
(w) Orgamsation of a National Army of workers 
(1v) Orgamsatwn of a permanent body of foll-tin1e national 

\\arlers 

•• Jbuf, pp IS, 16 
'" Home Department, {Poltt1cal) F No 74/1/40, Sectlon A 
" In 1928. Pt Motl!al Nehru "1th the help ofall parties, 1m:pared a 

conshhmon to meet out the challenge of the Go~ernmeat that the Indians 
were mcipable offramms any consmuuon This report came to b~ 1-no.vn a5 
t11e Nehru report 1~h1cll demanded Dominion Stalus 

u Nema1 Sadban .Bose, The ltrdlCm Nat1011al l'v!oumc 1( (M11l..hopadh)ay, 
Calcutta, 1967), p 77 

=•Ibid 
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(v} An organisation of mass c1\ ii d1sobed1ence ils \~eU as 
1nd1v1duat CIVIi d1sobed1ence m selected areas 

Dr K1tchlu also appealed to Mahatma Gandhi to lead them 
onward onward until the goal 1s reached 30 

No pro\mce of India escaped the fury of !he National Move 
rnent Even in the extreme North Western Frontier much above 
the nch phms of lnd1a a young Pathan J...han Abdul Ghaffar 
11..han with bis Khud:u Kh1dmatgars91 \\as JO emergence The 
young Red Shirt leader subsequently came to be known to the 
nullions of our countrymen as the Frontier Gandhi for his selRcss 
scn1ces and adopting a Gandh1an way of hfe 

Sucl1 pol1tJCal cond11tons were enough to rouse Mashr1q1 s 
Innate desire to form an nssoc1abon for $ocial service But the 
llnt1sh autbontie' felt other"1sc behevltlg that the ultimate obJect 
of the movement "as far from mnocuous and that th re was revo 
Jution nnd sedition JU 1t And tt 1:1 proved from the fact that 
Mashnq1 before launching the mo\cment met th Arch National 
1sts hJ-e Dr Sayf ud Din kitchlu and F..han Abdul Ghnff.ir 
khan who promised theu fullest support to his ma>cment.:r 

77ie (ndlan Reuew January 1930 pp 28 2<1 
1 .l.hudai .h.b1dm:lls;ir ' as rounded by f...hao Abdul Oltatrar 1'.hao in 

the \\alte of Sh~b Amanullah s 11bd1cat on \1928) Crom A(ghanut1n nnl!y 
It \\as 11 non pobllcal body farmed 10 cradientc the social evil and rffl!ovo 
cducauonal bach.ardness or the Path11m But' 1th the nsc of British tyranny 
lt dr1f1ed to pohtlcs As the while clolhe$ got ~s !y ditly !be Khnn chose 
red.colour d dttss ror has volunteers and lus fll(l~eot rome to be known a1 
Red Shirt Movcm~nt Sec D 0 Tcndulkar $ Abdul Ghaffar Alian Bombay 
p $9 

For ;olnmg the National Mo\cmcnt khan Abdul GhalTar khan bad 
to undergo sevc~ hardth1P' and impnsonmcnts lo a letter to Dr M.A 
Ans:irl da1ed February 4 1932 the Khan wrote from Hazanbni;b Central Jail 

I consider C class pmooers bcllcr off than myselr In my oplruon this raw 
had ~a constitnlcd for tak ng revenge What should [ \Vrlle moit: ? H I do 
~ 111:'1 tlo/.>Jtll'J Cl• «.~~ ft,uu 'r I> t.'"t. '1 <RI ..mlt''t. 'lo':. '&"'f> 
from tile heap Sc.. records ot the Home Ocpar1ment Pol F 1'to 31lf07/ 
1932 For dct111luce 111$0 the Home Department, (Poblical) rile No 40f\ / 
193211nd 22/115'35 

' Home Dcp:trlllleilt Pot F No ll 813' Dr Sayr ud Din l\.itchhund 
Khan Abdul Ohalf:tr Jo../l:llhm .. llYo gicat nauon:d1>ts who:> roua;ht against the 
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INCEPTION OF THE MOVEMENT 

In 1931 Mashriq1 pubhshed a book entitled lsllal'ai the mam· 
festo of the Khaksar winch reveals the mner feelings of the founder 
towards Br1t1sh RaJ This was a prelude to the movement A 
perusal of its pages reveals that wh!le it dealt with the necessity of 
Musllm regeneratmn all over the earth, 1t also displayed its sympa· 
thy for the Congress ClVll Dlsobed1ence Movetnent33 and hatred to 
the foreign donunat100 The objects of the movement as men· 
boned m lsliarat were as follows 

(z) To unite the community and promote equality, mutual 
love and affection by persuadmg the people to serve 
one another 

(11) To exalt the VlSlon of the people by rnakmg tbem servants 
of God 

{m) To establish uniformity by makmg people wear clotb.es 
of one colour 

(1v) To eschew communal disputation and abandon pohhcal 
sectar1amsm 

(v) To male the community smart by providing an Islamic 
symbol-the Belcha (a spade) and training them m dnll 

(v1) To d1sc1pbne all villages and c1t1es under one officer and 
the entire community under one Amir and to make its 
members obey one command 

(vu) Not to collect subscription 
(vm) Not to withdraw any step taken by former National or 

Indian leaders, nor to antagonise any person, community, 
association or movement 

Bntrsl1 throughout their lives Dr K1tchlu ltas Passed away while Ghaffar 
Khan 1s s11l1 alive and probably the oldest surv1vmg natmaahst m Afgbnmstan 
He ltas also toured Ind111 • 

" In 1930 GandhrJr presented It pomts to the Viceroy This included 
total probtb1Uon, reduction ot the rupee sterhng ratio, reduction m land 
revenue, ab<:11tt1on of Salt Tax, reduction of!1llhtar)I expenditure ctc Gandh1J1 
wrote to Viceroy that 1f his detnands were accepted he would not start the 
Cml D1sobedienee Jlut the Government dealt harshly Therefore, on 
March 12, 1930, he took his famaus Dandl March and started the 01sobcd1cnce 
movement 
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I HAl MR MO\ f\IENr !..~ l"IOIA 

(Ix) To Lecoine the rulmg po\\ er by promotml! umty u 
Dres cd m J.Jia!..1 uniform and armed with D Jc]las the 

h.l11lsars appcnreJ to be streammc; hle n quasi m1htary force Th" 
Dc.lehas or sp1de signified a special S}mbol 1nd this had bC(:n 
.borrowed from the b'lttle of Ohud3 \\hen the holy Prophet with a 
handful of people tool. the spade and repulsed lhe invading ~ople 
ofMacc'\h Arart from its ri.ligaous si.,.n1f1cance to M1shr1q1 n 
had endless virtues It \'J'IS a weapon for a soldier for fl.l!ht1ng as 
\\ell ns for protection a pillow m comp a cushion to Mt upon a 
cup for drmJ..mg \Hiter n J..ettle for cookmg food and iron plate 
for bar 1ng breJd Such bemg the good quahh..s it ''ns taken up as 
U1e symbol of tbe 1'.h1ksars a In a message to the 1'..hak$ars 
Masbriq1 snid E:very principle and every action or the kbaJ..sar 
moHiment is based on military pattern The J;..hal.snr soldier 1s 
not 3 sho\'Jv and toy soldier He 1s a pcrra.t m1htary commander 
The lmc or 1.hn• nrs 1s not a row of toys phltermg in gay atun.. 
1t 1s tht.. hne of undaunted fearless soldiers II? Further Mashr1q1 
held tbat the khaJ..sar Movement \hls v1Udly necess.u:y for other 
movements h.id failed to g1le any concrete result nnd Indian 
Muslims m:cd1..d n permanent standing army unbreakable and 
capable of solving ""cry 1ssu1.. and which might be able to withstand 
the cnern) 38 

The t..haJ..s.irs unquestionably had a 111.rfcct orgamsauon 
Anybody from sixteen to mty was p~rm11ted to Join tt Right from 
the top to the bottom offices v.~re assigned by Mashriq1 who held 
the supn:m,. control and e"l.erc1sed ibsolute dictatorial po\\ers 

Home Departmenl Pol F No U/1/...0 S« A p 150(3) Append!~ 
lO notes Secret 

1 A ~Cl') famous bJtll in the early bt tory of hlam wru~h tool. place 111 

th third yrHr oflhjrnh b t\\c n Abu Sufy:111 aon of Harb son ot Om1y)ah 
the greM rival of tlte Hashlmi I~ nnd lhc:i pcopl or M'\dmah Th s battle 
tooK pace a' \1 'iod'I tf \I t ti:o ~rr 6. TI l 't(:".«~ <~t'6r!'- 'l.u 

l'lnHvs Talbol op cit 
Ibid 

• Jbl<I et " 1\h 'Hill J lie ~:i)'s He 'l\ho '~oulJ live mu~\ fig,\\ He 
who d~s not wish to hgl l m t 1 world "her pcrmanenutrugglc as th law 
of bf has not the right lo CXl$1 M In Aa npf p 42 
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INCI:PIION or THI: lllOVDMENT 

The followmg were the rank of officers m the orgamsat1on 
I. Amir Dictator 
2 Salar-1-A!.bar or 

Sa/a1-1-Zila 
3 Salar-1-IdaiafN· 

Mml..a::1ya 
4 Salai-1-Ala 
5 Sai Salar 
6 Safar-1-Moltalfa 
7 Salw ·1· Idm all 

8 Pafcbaz 

D1stnct Commander 

Ass1st.'tnt District Comm.iuder 
Commander of 12 Jamaal 
Commander of three Jamaat 
Commander of one Mahalia 
Assistant Commander of a 
.Mahalia 
Scmor Janbaz 

9 Janba;; S1gnatone~ of the 'blood pledge ' 
10 Khaksar Pnvatcs 
Of the above, the Jaubaz occupied a pos1t10n of specml 1mpor· 

talice m the hierarchy They were required to sign a pledge, in , 
thell' own blood, to sacrifice their lives for the cause of tl1e 
movement The swearmg·m ceremony of the Jnnbaz~ was 
celebrated w1tl1 gre.lt pomp and splendour and they made the 
followmg pledge on the holy Quran 

'Respected Allama Inayatullah Maslmq1, Greetings I regard 
myself m the presence of God as 011e of the worst smncrs r hereby 
declare that from today I place my hfe, wealth, and everythmg else 
bestowed on me by the A!uughty at the disposal of your great 
Institution m the service of God and Islam If I disobey tlie orders 
of God and Islam, may I be consigned to hell on the day of resur· 
rection May God accept my pledge m blood I submit the pledge 
to the Khaksars Central Instltutlon which bas undertaken the duty 
of g1.11dmg 1he Muslims according to the InJUnchons of God and 
the Prophet I pray that the Almighty may give nte strength to 
observe this pledge faithfully ·•• 

The Khaksars were not required to subscribe anything for the 
organisation They were only to provide themsc;lves a Khala dress 

••Hom~ Depallmont, Pol F No 74}1/40 (Section A), p lOS 
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J..JlAl..SAR MOVO!cNT JN lNDIA 

(consisting or a shahvar shirt and turban) The bclcl1a l\as 

pro;1ded by the orgamsati11n supplie:t to 1t ma. large stock at a 
humble rate The cxpcndtture of the organintion \\as home out 
by Mashr1q1 who had a fortune or about 80 00010 deposited m 
Danls Morco\er an Ex Mir or Smdh also contributed Rs 9 
lalhs which estabhshcJ tl1e movement and had strengthened its 
hold on far flung arc:is of Indian 

The KhaJ..sars were not given any sahr) Th-y were to render 
voluntary service Only a sort or prommory notes of the value of 
Rs 10 and Rs 5 \\ere introduced The Salar 1 Akbar and Sar 
Salar and S1pah Salar \\ere to get silary of Rs SO 20 and JS per 
month respectively ' Tbe promissory notes bore the following 
mscr1pt1on in Persian 

I promise to pay the bearer lhe above mcnhont..d rupees 
on the .tllamment of independence 

The promissory note~ contamcd the map of India \\Ith crescent 
star numbers 'lnd an Arabic line wt!h the sui:nature of Mashr1q1 
These notes were bnnned by the Government or India 1n the name 
of Jaw and order C3 

At a hm when the stru1tg\e to ovcrtbro\1 the foreign domma 
t1on was m full swmg any movement could have been seJUd by the 
pcopte The Kha!..s'lt Movement naturally drew young men to its 
fold They started enrolling themselves as Khalsars with a duty 
to do and d1e obviously for the independence or India 1n the guise 
of soc:1al serv:ints 

In the first few years of its inception m the PunJab people in 

tens of thousands became its active members Branches all c\et the 
• Some accounts say that Rs 18 OOO ~re deposited in the Jmpenal 

Bank ortnd1:i 
' Tlf~ Dom/Jay Cfll'Olllcl~ October "O 1939 See urb le J..h:lbat Move 

rrnmt by Oop n:i1'1 Sr!vai.t:iv;t 
o Uomc:: Dcparum:nt F No 14/1 /40 (Section A) p lOS See 11!10 leller 

or F C llurne CIE ICS Ch1tf Secretary 10 lhc Oovun111c111 or Punjab lo 
the Scc:tchuy to the Oovcmment oflndfa Honie Department New Deihl 
dated ()clo~r 17 1942. Home Dcparlment (Polltlc;il) (I) F No 2.8/ll/1942. 

Home Department (Pol Ucal) (I) J- No '28/9/1942 P 2 
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INCEPTION or THE MOVt:MENT 

PunJab and Lahore, Amr1tsar, GuJranwalah, Sargodha, F1ruzpur, 
Jallundhar, Shaykhpurah, S1alkot, and Hoshiyarpur started 
functonmg W1thm a short period, it enlisted some five to six 
thousand volunteers Its reaction was felt m the adJOintng provmces 
as well, and organised branches of the Khal..sars appear~d m 
Pcshawar, Smdh, United Provmces, Bangalore, Madras, Delhr and 
Bengal 

The conduct of the Khaksars m the Punjab and other 
provmces, save Peshawar,4~ was m the begmnmg somewhat unsedl
tious They only drilled and paraded m their full uniform with 
spades on their shoulders, on the occaslOns of special Mushm 
festivals to perform social service But in Peshawar they had close 
assoc1at10n with the members of the Red-Shirt movement and had 
introduced a special form of spade and bayonet 

This gave the Government cause to apprehend it as bemg a 
nuhtary orgamsatton In March 1934, at an executive committee 
meetmg of the Khaksar organisation, Mashr1q1 stated that he bad 
obtamed a plot of land near Ichhra for a Khaksar trammg school, 
which would impart military tactics to Khaksar volunteers The 
same year a group w1tl11n the Khaksar organisation known as the 
'Sword Party', was formed 4~ They paraded the densely populated 
areas with naked swords, but these parades were stopped when the 
local authont1es issued a warnmg under Section 107 Cr PC, asking 
the process1omsts that they were rendcrmg themselves hable to 
action 

Brick by brick the body structure of the Khaksar Movement 
was coming up, advancing from military uniform and dnlhag to 
military tactics and mock wars 46 All over India mock wars were 
arranged and the penod between 1935 and 1938 is marked by such 
fictitious wars to which Congress leaders were also mv1ted 47 The 

" In N-WFP Khudal Khtdmalgar held the field and exercised tremendous 
mfluences HoMver the mfluencc of Khal.sars was not neghg1ble 

<•Home Department, Pol (I) F No 74/1/40 {Sechon A) 
•• lb1d. pp 474, 75, 78 
< The A-lCC Papers file No 11/19:37 contams a letter of Abdullah, Salar. 

1-Jdarah, to Jawaharlal Nehru asking 2tim to pay a \JS1t to three moc!.. 1rnr 

13 



I fl'\k';AR '<10\E mrr 11'< l'\Dth 

mocl 'IHlt \His fought in the presence of some ten to Rfieen thousind 
people Huts and forts were built up nt strnte.,.ic points and 11 fro~ce 
bittk. with sun and powder \\as fought The wounded w1.re ru hcd 
to the field hospital The war stopped when the F..h1t.sarsold1ers got 
1n tipper J1ar1d Mashnq1 himself vmted such progrnmmes and 
\\h1le rece1vmg the guard of honour by the khaksar Jawans armed 
with 'iword'> and spades he never failed to infuse m1h!ant spmt 10 the 
\olllntl:l'ts through a speech which cc..ntn.d round the 1dc..a that the 
l\.hnt.sars should unite 1nd oppose force with force u 

One of the items of the J...haksar progr1mme \Vas the Jaunchmg 
of camps outside the city where they were taught s lf help persc\ct 
cncc and aostcnty These camps were to be the rc:tl schools for 
teaching unit) d1sc1plme and brotherhood 40 Like mock wars the 
c.imps were held 1n C\cry p'lrt of the country and Khalcs.irs from 
111 mer India parl!c1p1ted in tbem Un1form~d women K1w.ksar 
volunteersalso aucnd1.d the lad1e.. cam;Js and Ma$hr1q1 s daughter 
bem., promm 1\l \lllh th hdy f...\r\knr gu1Jcd the 11. t1v1t1es The 
mam idea wis to draw mass altention and popularise the move
ment Strict obedience to tl1e command of the supreme om ml 
wns cxemplary10 and such was thi.. loyally of its members to the 
org1nL~a1tan that they were proud or g1\lng their It\ es v. lll1out 

prosnmmes- to be laurchecl by lhe C'ulbarr.a l..ha'lo.s:in on Au u;t 1l 13 aod 
14 Oc!obcr 11 IS 16 ard D-cunber 30 31 1937 and Januar; J 193$ S c 
nlso The Do11 bay CJ onlcl~ Oclobct 20 1939 

,. At t~at \cry time Dr Ma<l!IJC< the great Maha~abh.1 Je:1det nlm 
founded n m1hla7 sd1ool and toured Southern Ind -i with the obJei;\ ohnllsllnf? 
£ul'POrt ror lt1$ school but he met \ Ith cons dCTI1b!e OP\lO'l hon rcom th 
J<..~f'll311k Con 1$. leader G n Desh17'1n1e who opposed Dr MoOOJC s 
propaganda. and charo ren$cd 11 as bcmg detrimental to tl e Congt~ and lo 
Hlndll Muslim unlly Set ei<lrncl from Ille rOTl1\t b\ly 'Bombay 'Polll1!:4l 
s11u.ibon Report f< r the first half of 'kprember 193S Appcod" (I) to notes 
•Mr TI "'f' 1;'.V.1'>1. IJ!Wt/ 1! J 1: Nn 1 WU nn l? la 

4 Home Dcparlm~ot rol f- No (I) 31'5911943 and 1'. \\ 
ln t.- n.y U37 Muhammad Allram a khak\\r of Guitanw\\l:i ~l'"\$ 

flog ed 11ader the omcr.t of Dr Ghufam Muh:immaJ a local sal:ir (Cll' llOt 
attcpd ng tl e llelh1 kl lk'nrs cmmp M1 h mm~d Akram 1 dlrnl!lv subm1Ucd 
10 corporal runlshment 
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INCO'TJO~ or THI: ~!OVE'>l1:1•ff 

question •1 Janbaz that 1s tllose who signed the pleage v.ith thc.r 
blood, were to be cons1<lcrably honoured All tius led the Govern
ment to \llew the movement with grave concern 
- Like Jamal·ud-Dm Afgham,0~ Mashnq1 also was a p:m·Islam1st 
and aimed at umtmg the Musalma11s of the \"hole \\Orld With 
1h1s intention Mashnqt sent a partv of nine Kha!..sars m 1933 to 
tour the holy places of Mesopotamia and Arabia vm Baluchistan 
I'ers1a and NeJd After four years, another party ofKhaJ..sars was 
de'>patclted to Hed1az with letters from lv!ashriq1 to Ibn 1·S:tud and 
the mm1ster of finance of the Saudi Arabian Government The 
deputation interviewed the finance mm1ster d1stnbutcd their 
literature in Arabia but met 1uth httlc success s3 Ho.vever titey 
succeeded m estab11sh1ng Khah.sar centres lll Egypt, 4.den and 
Behrcin It 1s difficult to say an) thmg categ:or1cal!y what led to tT.e 
failure. of their m1ss1on m tlte Muslim countnes It 1s probable trat 
Bntzsh mandates over Jslam1c cou ntr1es an:i Khaks-irs intervention 
in Ind1:m politics obstructed the.r progress 

By 1937 the Kh.iksars l1ad become a considerably tnfiue11t1al 
organisation Mashnqi repeatedly clal"ned that hn '''as purely a 
11on-poht1cal organisation and meant solely for the socfal serv1c.e, 
but their act1v1ftes ha:J convinced the Covernmerit of its 1\ rder 
underground actmties However, Mashr1qc formulated three non· 
Jl011tical demandi and strongly pressed upon the PunJ:tb Govern· 

"ln 1938 a mock. "ar 'ms arnngcd at Laho•e Tayab Ali Shi'i a young 
Khal..~r received fat•l 1n1ur1cs and died in t'ie h0Sp1t:il It 1s s g .. 1'icant that 
non:oort 1n th!S connectmn was rn>de to the pol1~author111es bv thesu~l\O-S 
of the dece:ised 

·•Jamal-ud-Dm Afghani (1838 A0-1898 AD} wa~ a mnn or 'a~t 
learning His message for the undication of Mu<hm \\orld crerc1scd trcmcidou; 
1nllucni:e on l\iuhammadans m all countr1e-~ He fou."1.de,1 at Mm:ca a ·r'ln· 
I~lam1c Soc1et} which :umcd at creating. o'lc C'll1ph for the •\hole Mushm \\orld 
i:1tlier at Con~l1ntmople or Ku fa 

·••A rumour at~o ran afloat Ill India that the S::1nd1 Arabnn Go\ crn
mcnt had tnvitcd 1000 persons of the 1'.haksar orgamsahon to perform Ha1 aod 
ltad promm:d to bear all their cxpci;.es from the t1'11e the} nrncd m Jaddah 
The Go•ernmcnt of Saudi Arab1:. den·~ tn1s' S~e Pre,~ note Forc1e11 arid 
Polo!1c-il Dcoarlment, Ne1~ D~lht <htcd Janmry 21. t9J5 v•de Ho"T!e D:p:m
ment, Pol F. No 118/35, ri 29 
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MJAUAR MO\'t\INT IN lNDlA 

ment to ac:eept to them These demands consisted of (i) tllc 
CShbhshment of a broadcasting Statton nt Jchhra the headquarters 
or tlie movement near Lahore for the purpose of d1'1semmatmg 
the true teachings of the Quran '!nd for dchvermit a common 
J...hutbah on the occasion or Id prayers (11) the settm~ up ofa 
Go\ ernment agency for tbe collection of Zakat \\ 1th a vte\\ to the 
establishment of a J...haksar Bayt ul Maal and (fu) permiss10n 10 
Go\crnment servants to Join Khaksar Mo\ement 

The khaksars gave wide i..urrency to the above demands an the 
PunJ1b 'lnd m August 1938 threatened to resort to bloodshed 1f 
thc.'le Y.erc not accepted Broadcasting being a central subject the 
Pun3ab Government forwarded their application to the Central 
Government with a note that 1f the request for open111g a broad 
casting station was rerused they might be permitted to broadcast 
on purely social subjects from the All lnd1a Radio Station About 
the second demand the Oov rnment stated that they would legislate 
for the collect1on of Zakat 1f the Muslims so desired but 1t \la! for 
the Mu~lims to name the orgnmsauon to which Zakat should b\, 
entrusted The last demand \\as rejected with the plea that the 
Oo'<crnment Servants Conduct Rules proh1hlled Go,emment 
servants part1c1patmg m any poht1cal assoc1at1on Ill 

The Al lsla!I tbe prmc1pal party orgnn which was pubhshcd 
from Lahore made n hue and cry but the Government W'lS adamant 
and nothmg \Hl.S done Besides the Al /sla/1 other party papers 
were the M1aksar S1pal1l the J../zaksar i~ eef..ly and the Rac/1ancc 
published from Hyderabad (Smd) Calcutta nnd Aligarh respcc 
bveiy 

By 1939 the Khaksar movement had g~med a sizeable 
following m many provinces Besides the PunJab the home of 
J.haks'lrs thr.: United Provinces h:ul also a strength of 4771 members 
Jt was the second most important stronghold of tile movement 
Jn N WrP their strength was estimated between 2500 and 3000 
members Other provinces hl..e Bengal Central Provinces Delhi 

• Home Dep3rlmcnt Pol f No 74{1/40 (Sec1lon I) p tOS (14) See 
Appe:ndn1 to nolcs Secret 
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lNCl!l'T!ON OF THll MOVEMENT 

Bihar, AJmer-Mewar, Bombay, Smd and Baluchistan were reported 
to be havmg small umts The Indian states of Jammu and Kashmir, 
Mysore, Indore, Bhopal, Gwaltor and Hyderabad also could not 
check the growth of the movement Its total membership through· 
out India was estimated to be approximately 17,000 
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CHAPTCR II 

RELIGION THE BASIC NEED 

THE wuotc srnucronn of the hllaksnr Movement 1s based 011 
religious ed1flce Religion is innate in man nnd 1s 1n<bspens1bie 
for his moral well being 1 The need ofrebg1on as a guiding force 
has always been f1.lt and even in the prim1tne ages when man was 
mcapnl>le of understanding the true nature of rehglon he \~orsh1p
ped some unseen superior force With the passmg of ages and 
de\elopmcnt of reason a curiosity arose m man to understand 
religion Fmth and belief came rnto being nnd the true place of 
re1Jg1on in society came to be J...no1\n Jn every age man has 
embraced religion and 1f he 1s ignorant of true God he must 
make to himself false ones 2 The question is What does rehg1on 
gave to its adheri.nts? The anS\\er 1s simple It gives man reason 
to d1stingu1sh beh\ecn good and bad virtue and sm and promotts 
a sense ot spmtualism which elevates him from low~ bctng M:in 
1s the highest man1restation of God and his superiority hes m doing 
things conducive lo human society 

Like other philosophers Mashriq1 does not believe 1n 
spmtuahsm His '\hole phdosophy lJl based on matenahsm t1s he 
1s greatly impressed by \\cstern sciences and philosophy There
fore the 11..hal..sar Movement JS based on matcrial1st1c plulosophy 

Syed Ahmo.d l'Ul:ln Bthadur Serlts of &says on the U/e of Mohamn1Jfd 
Preface l' I 

Syed Ahmad h.h.an. Bahadur I:ssays 011 rfie Yarlous Re1Tg1on1 of Ne 
Islamic Arobs (London 1870) pp I and 2 
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llELTGlON nu: llAS!C NEED 

of western thinkers He bas freely borrowed from the writings of 
Darwm, Bacon, Hobbes, Machiavclh, Bentham and other philoso
phers of Hedonism who believed m the greatest good of the greatest 
number, and to introduce their respective ideas he has given a new 
interpretation of Islam lutherto uaknown 

In 1924 Mashriq1 came out w1th a book called the Tazkuan g 

He pl11nned to write 1t m ten volumes but lus dream remmned 
unfulfilled and 1t was the first volume that continued gmdmg the 
Khaksar Movement The thes1S of the Tazklrah 1s that rehgion 
1s basically a system governing the rise and fall of nations 
Tszk1rah, partly written in Urdu and partly m Arabic, interprets 
the Quran m a new hght Mashnq1 believes that the Quran has 
been a 'scaled book'4 all commentators and Tafs1r writer had not 
rightly mterpreted the words of God Hence he himself undertook 
the task of mtcrpretmg the Holy Book m a manner suitable to 
modern age and Enghsh educated graduates Unlike Muta~htes5 

thinkers who based their argument on reason, while not crittc1smg 
the social life of Islam, Mashnq1, not only interprets thmgs to suit 
his own way but finds faults with evcrythmg Islamic 0 TazJ...1rah 
forms the Bible of the Khaksars which, to Mashriq1 himself, 1s 'a 
permanent reality', and consequently a 'vitally 1mpo1tant book '7 

To persuade the sunple-mmded Muslim, Maslmq1 has employced 
an oratorist style with flowery phrases The rise and fall of Islam 

~ Tnzkirah m original ha~ not been found out anywhere m lhc arclmcs 
In the records of the Home Department, File No 231/41 Pol (I) a lpyed copy 
of An Exposmon of rl1e Ta•t.rra/1 of A/lama Mas/1r1q1 by Professor M Al
Fozl is available This 1s actually a commentary on Mashnq1•s Taik1rnh 
The author starts his book w!ll1 a •Foreword' and thereafter provides an English 
translation of Tazktrah with his own vrews Thrs makes the task easy for the 
the present wrrtcr 

• Foreword, p 13 
• A great l!ioologrcal school or1g10a1ed with two natives of Basra, \Vasil 

b Ata nnd Amr b Ubayd The period of their ael!v1tles covers practtcally the 
reign of Calrph HIS!mm and his Umaiyad ~u=ssors, 1 e, the years 105-131 
(723-48) See the Encyc/opaedu1 of Mam (London 1933), Vo! Ill, pp 787-88 

• M Al-Fazl, op crt, p 14 
• TazA1rall, pp 2, 6, 19 
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farm nn unt1<1rtant subject of d1scuss1on m the Tazk1rah wherein 
he laments and sheds te:irs on the down trodden Musbm m.i!Lons 
under un Isfam1c rule He holds MuU:is responsible ns also for 
the degenerauon of the Muslims who were bell bound \\Orthy of 
disgrace and msult e Tlungs nri.. Judged from their mtr1ns1c 11al11e 
but Mashriq1 Judges them from the poml of view of po"er and 
strength Tius leads him to materialism 'lnd he counts everything 
m terms of matter 

Smee through the force of rehg1on Mashr1q1 wishes to trans 
form tlle tbmJ..mg of Muslims he discusses 11 thoroughly To 
discuss religion he starts \\1th Evolution The Islamte concept of 
tvolut1on 1s the tr:tnsformat1on of potentiality into actuality 
lthulana Rum1 (1207-1271) Jbn J..huldun (1332-1406) Shah 
\\almlhh (1703-1765) 'lnd Sir Savy1d Ahmad khan (1817-1898} 
all belte~c m rvolut1on and hold that man came mto existence as 
a result ofa long process of development• But Mashnq1 does not 
believe m this notion of Evolution He believes in the Damms 
theory of evolution which 1s based on the tdea of the survival or 
the fittest through a strusgte for existence 10 Naturally the plan 
M'lshnq1 drew Up for the l..hal-sar 'Movement \\llS only to be 
fulfilled under the Darwmmn theory and not through the Ishmtc 
theory of Evolution 

To an orthodo'I: rehg1on connotes spmtu.altsm and well being 
of lhe ol11er v.orld But because Mashr1q1 docs not bel1e\'C m 
sp1ntualtsm he feels that reh0 1on means worldly power and stands 
for worldly supenont} and dommatton lt Such an mterprctat1on 
of rel1g1on 1s un Islamic Islam does not say that reli21on 111 an 
instrument lo gam world poMr and dommataon Power un 
doubted!y came m the w:i!..e of Islam but this 1s not the so!c pur 
pose or a true rclig1on Islam never stood ror the conquest of the 

• ln!roduet 011 p 16 
For deta ls see Shan Muhmmad Stt Syed Al mail Kiwi A PQ/ltltal 

Dfogroph; p 145 (Meen:ik1h1 Prab,han Mcerut 1969) 
i• Pr()fessor Al razl op t:ll p 237 
1 Tadr,1tah Arable part p 30 
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world, though 1ts followers took to lt iust after the death of the 
Prophet But the motive belund these conquests was to carry the 
message of the Prophet and God to d1stant strands through which 
mankind may lead a contented life Wherever riches appear con
tentment disappears and here comes the role of religion which 
brings punficat1on of the soul The Prophet's hfe has revealed that 
He had 110 land, no worldly power and no wealth, and it was 
through His s1mpl1c1ty and force of spint that Islam achieved 
d1stmct1on 

To Masbriqi, rehg1on 1s an important factor but he is not 
w11lmg to accept Islamic ideology of the bygone centuries His 
ihes1s of rehg1on 1s otherwise To him Angels, genn and Satan 
are not to be believed 12 His mterpretatton of some of the ve-rscs 
of the Holy Quran is purely materiahsbc which is the be-all and 
end-all of all lns plulosophy He tall.s of worship and devotion 
m very lugh terms But by devotion he does not mean only Salat 
(prayer) and Fastmg, but blind obedience to God's commandments 
which to Mashnq1 are an 'outward form of devot1on'-devotion to 
the superior m the world 13 

Mashriq1 also feels that God's blessrng 1s a palpable thmg but 
1t has notbmg to do with spmtuahsm Lawful or unlawful things, 
to bun have no concern with the spmtual life of a man wh1ch is 
somewhat non-existent They are only connected w1tb. his so.cial 
and worldly hfe 14 

Mashrzq1 is a great admirer of European society To him 
Europe's mater1ahsm, philosophy, 1rre1Ig1ous views and forceful 
occupat10n of others land are devotion, good deeds and piety He 
1s so much overwhelmed by the European1satton that their sms, 
1mmorahty, mJUStice and hypocncy are all the best thmgs to be 
followed 15 

The nse of mdustrmhzat1on m Europe gave rise to a new 

" Taa:k1rah, I11ttoduet1on, pp IS, 19 
"Ibid, Urdu part, p 215 
"lbrd, p 217 
" Professor Al-Faz!, op c1t , p 23 
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approach to life m which spmtuahsm was undone The atlrtud.-. 
of the people \Hdencd the sulf beh\een the Churcb nnd Science 
Asceticism practised by the Clmstian monks was nlso one of the 
factors for th!! gulf Dut what d1d Europe get 'lf!cr n:Jecllng the 
rehg1ous dogma 'I II gut the mater1ah.shc way of hfe her~sy and a 
n\,(\ ronccption of nationality \\hlch has marred the peace of 
turope But Maslmq1 1s not concerned \\Jth 1ls conseq11ences 
To him c~en spmtuallsm 1ftberi.. 1s any should result in \\Orldly 
supremacy and domination and to aclucve a worldly goal the only 
p:ith accordms to hun 1s a soctal programme u It 1s through 
struggle and constant endeavour that a socml progrnmm can be 
accompl1Shcd 

Not being himself a firm believer of the Great Book his ideas 
about God s unity {Tawha1d) Hell and Parad1sr and the Day or 
Judgement are quite difi'erent from those or Islam DeHal1on from 
the teadung or the Quran IS heresy but Mashriq1 does not care for 
1t and h!S mtcrpreta!mn conforms to the heretic ideas To Jum 
Paradise and Hell are misnomers To s1y that a bchever \\ould 
go to P.trad1se and non belle,er to Hell 1S not a reasonable 
argument 17 Aceordmg to Masbnq1 Paradise 1s on earth for a 
ruling nation and hl..ew1se Hell ts on earth for the poor and sub
Jugatcd one He th refore 1s not a bche\er of a hfe \\h1ch begins 
llerc..afier and wluch 1s the result of man s virtuous or smful deeds 
Very closely to tb1S 1s the faith on the Day or Judgement on nhich 
rests the whole structure of Islamic hre u 

Accordmg to the Holy Book God ''ould end the \>orld on n 
ccrtam stage Actmns am1 deeds of man will be Judged by the 
Almighty and rewards and punishment would he given accordingly 
Then God will c..reate onother world and this will be the bcgmmng 
of a new society 19 This one should note 1s essential for making 
man moral and good Dot Mllshnq1 has nothing to do with such 

1 T11zktrah Urdu Part pp 217 21<1 
Ptofes$or Al Fazl ()p ell pp 20 21 

UJbfd p 21 
•Ibid p 2.. 
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an abstract concept He is a practical man and his criterion or 
piety 1s not good performance or 10 followmg the hnes showed by 
the Propbet and God, but the number of forces and slups, better 
armament and fi.ghtmg machines and explosl\'es To him •you arc 
pmus and praiseworthy 1f you have usurped a .langdom You are 
true Mushms 1f you have strong defences. You are true bellevers 
m Islam 1f you have spread your armies over land and sea •20 

In accordance with his new rehgmus ideology he dJScards the 
five articles of the faith taught by the Prophet These are 

(1) Belief in the Umty of God 
(11) Belief m the srnlessness of God 
(Ill) Belief m the Books of God 
(11') Belief in the Prophets of God 
M Belief m the Day of Judgement 
Contrary to the above he introduces ten articles of faith coined 

by himself They are 
(1) Uruty of action 
(11) Umty of nation 
(m) Obedience to a ruler from amongst you 
(1v) Jihad against the enemies with wealth 
(v) JJhad with sword and persons 
(v1) Travels to foreign countries 
(v11) Perseverance and constancy m endeavour 
(1'111} Nob1bty of Character 
(n.) Acqu1sltton of Science and learnmg 
(.t) Behcf m the World to come z1 

He also lays down some other thmgs which are contrary 
to the basic teachsogs of Islam For mstance, he feels that 
matenal!sm 1s the only means dearer to God , rehg1ous mst1tut1011s 
and rituals are not necessary and Islam is narrow because of its 
institutmns " He wants to reduce religion to precise science like 

•• T11zi..1rah, (Arabic parl), pp 8, 25, 38, 44, Cf, the Doctrine of Am;ran
d1sement of Macluavelb 

•• Tazk1rah, (Arabic part), pp 56-80 
" Ibid, (Arabic part), pp 31, 58 
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Mathematics and Metaphysics a 
WJ1y does be take such an attitude of rel1g1on and science '> 

He fl.l'mly holds that re11g1on as interpreted by Moulav1 and Mullas 
is no religion at all In his pamphlets he rebukes the Moula\1 
who to lum was the man responsible for the degeneration of 
Islam Commenting on the role of the Moulav1 he says It 1s 
wrong for him (Moulavt) to \\tat arms It 1s wrong for 
lum to forget the m1htary hfe of Islam lt is wrong on has 
part to set l11s face against the goil of domination and sovereignty 
with his brmn which has become stunted and cannot tlunk of far 
reaching results he cannot build the magn1fic1ent dome of dom1na 
t1on and sovereignty on these five ptllars (Nam1z Rooz:i.h Zakal 
HaJ and J..alimab) He has fotgotten that the purpose of the 
pillars 1s always to support the roof over them Now these 
five pillars of Islam arc mere pillars and are but remn:ints of an old 
di!ap1da1ed budding -' 

He wants a new structure of Muslim Soc1 ty rejecting the old 
dogma He feels and to a certain e'l.tent rightly that much h1rm 
has been don• to Islam by Mullahs through wrong interpretation 
presenting baseless notions and introducing them in religion To 
blm Islam only means a hfe of domination s He feels that the 
Muslims. of bygone davs could not ha.,e conquenid C'ten a sm.aU 
fort had they not 1n them the quaht1es of a soldier Thus soldierly 
hfe v. as an essential factor m the hfe of a Musalman 21 In Islam 
according to M1shnq1 lltlphc1t obedience as a duty 1s due to that 
Muslim ruler alone who bas the sword or the inheritance of the 
world m lus !1and (1 e rules the world v.11h his sword) It JS 

rid1culo11s to offer obed1 nee to Moulav1s who do not know bow 

' Ibid Utdu p1rt p 2 
• J.foufavl I.a G/1afat Ma nab pp 8 9 Ill h s Q al I raysal aho (p 3) 

Mashnq1 ~ndemns the MoulavlS Therein he says '1'bc way as 11 H $how11 by 
the Mo11Jt1.\1 today Is \Hong. Th11 Khalcsar 1t out to wipe out tb1J wrong tell 
don ftom the face or the earth and cslablish again in Its pla~ tile Islam of the 
Prophet 

is M ashr q1 ls/(1111 J..i A$/carl Z rdagl p 3 
Ibid pp 4 6 
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t-0 handle the sword •27 

He comc1des Islam with military bfe and if he nas m stock to 
present anything 1t is the life or a soldier so that one may become 
a true Muslim 28 •we are making,' he said, 'through m1htary life 
the whole nation a fightmg nation •t9 

Thus whatever he was domg, his mtentron was to butld up a 
fighting force through the mstmment of religton wluch was the 
only weapon that could msp1re the Musalmans of India 

•' l/Jid' p 15 
•• Mastmq1, Mo11tav1 Ka GllafQI Mazl1ab, p 14 
••Ibid, p 15 
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CHAPTER JU 

SHAHIDGANJ MOSQUE LAHORE 

THI! KllA'l..SAkS CAML to hmehsbt from the S)i_ah1dgan1 Mosque 
dispute bct\\cen the S1lhs and tlu: Mu.a!mang V 2-- I 

ShaludganJ is a small locihty in Lahore where the land ~d 
building or n mosque had been in the possession of the St!Jts for 
about a century by the deas1on or a court or Jaw In l!HS II 
rumour got currency that the S1l.hs Y.ere prep:mng to demolish 
the building It turned out to be true nhen a portion of the 
buJ!dmg was actually pulled down by the SdJ1s This led to serious 
disturbances in Lahore and then communal tempo spread all over 
the PUllJ.lb EJl'orts were made by the MusaJmans to get back the 
mosque by physical force and the police had to open fire lo sa\e 
the s1tuat1on The Mushms tool the case to the court but before 
the court could make a dccmon the Ahrats1 started an ag1tat1on 
and demnnded the dell\ cry of the Mosque to the Muslims Soaked 
in religious ientnrents they decided to v1olatc the law and actually 
marched to Che mosque m defiance of the Go\.ernor s orders Dy 
the end ofJanu:u') 1938 200 Ahrar \olunteers Y<ere arrested of 
\\hom JSS were clamped in J1d 2 TI1e court dccmon was again m 
f"lvour of the Sikhs and it fanned the fire Thousands of voluntu:rs 
from Delh1 and North "est Frontier Provmce flocled to the 

i A party or Muslim Nauonahsts form d In 19jO \vorkcd side by $Ide 
w1lb the Congr«:58 In the: Cml D1SObed1~nce movement in 1930-32 ror mi:m: 
d.:t:uls see the next chapter 

• Ram Gopal T114'an J\fiul1m$ p 280 
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Punjab to offer resistance, and the number of arrests rose to 
l OOO 3 

A new device was tbougl1t of Mahl Barkat Ah, a member of 
the Assembly, who prepared a Bill 'to apply the Muslim law with 
retrospective effect to all buildings which had ever been 
mosques •t The Sikhs sought the Governor's protectio11, who, m 
exercise of his discretionary powers refused the 1ntroduct1on of the 
Bill 6 In the press this action of the Sikhs was not favourably treated 
and received a chorus of vehement condemnation from all sides a 

With tile failure of the Ahrars to gam anythmg substantial, the 
Khaksars took the sceptre, organised a c1v!I d1sobed1ence move
ment and prepared themselves to face the calamities stubbornly• 
Maula Ba!J1sh too.le the lead, and the Badshah1 Mosque was made 
t!te base for operation After prayer meetings were held and the 
Jalhas were sent 10 Shah1dganJ Mosque to say their prayers m the 
mosque and thus to keep the agrtatron alive and stir feelings of 
e:>.c1tement agamst the Governme11t Maula Bah.hsh confined 
himself within the four walls of the Badshah1 Mosque and dtrected 
the campaign The police entered the mosque, arrested Maula 
Balhsb, presented hrm before the court which ordered him to sign 
a bond for good behaviour for a year or go to prison m case of his 
fatlure to do so As a clever man he signed the bond but again 
appeared m the Badshah1 mosque a few hours later and restarted 
the campaign 

When on the previous occasion the police caught hold o! 
Maula Bakhsh, he was detained at the police station for a night 

•Ibid •Ahro.rs v.ere also arrested because of their attitude tol\ards the 
expected World War II Maulana Muf\ammad Ismail Lab1h, dictator MnJhs-i
Ahrar m a telegram to Gaodhll'• Azad, RaJeadra Prasad and Pt Nehru assured 
their best co-0perat1on to Congress m Ute national movement' See the Bombay 
Cliromcle October 10, 1938 

• Ram Gopal, op c1t , p 280 
'Ibid, p 281 
• The Bomba:y Cl1ronic/e, m its editorial •The Shah1dga1u Trouble• 

' March 18, 1938 called the actroo of the Sikhs as •a deliollely nnpatnouc act 
and ei..lremcly obJecllonabJc from the point of view of na Ilona! mtercsts ' 

• Home Depattment, Pol P No 4/9/37 

Z7 



before bemg produced before a court In tbe mean time '\successor 
1n the person of Yusub Husayan had been appointed On the 
release of Maula Bat..hsh there: appeared two leaders who con 
tmued to form the Jathas to go to Shah1dganJ Mosque fn the 
Friday pra)er Yusub Husayn made 11 violent speech against the 
pohce 'lnd the PunJab Oovcmment and attempted to arouse the 
Juma mob estimated at about 20 OOO against the police outside the 
Jnosque Every time the entry of the police \\as apprehended 
Therefore the Badshnlu Mosque was kept p"lcked up every moment 
to face any emergency Police ofilc1als also in ~1ew of strong 
excitement did not deem 1t advisable to enter the mosque to carry 
out the arrest or Maul\\ Bakhsh and Yusub Husayn E\tn 
durmgthe mgM the strength of the supporters or the two wanted 
men did not decline and fresh entr1nts continued pounng into the 
mosque The police avo1dmg entry mto the mosque encountered 
tbeJathas outside the Shah1dganJ Mosque Ho\\e\er lhe t\\o men 
'\ere not ignored the delay m arrest \\as a matter ofexped1ency 

Day after day the resentment and excitement of both the 
parlles was mounhng The pohce finding no altcrnnt1vc forced 
its entry into the mosque faced ferocious resistance nnd finally 
succeeded m arresting the two men e 

To conlmue the n~1tabon and challenge the forces or police 
which had entered the mosque a new man appeared on the terrace 
of th.. Badshah1 Mosque He was Inayatullah J\.han Mnshnqt 
who assumed the role of n dictator LIL.e the two men arrested 
he also stayed m the mosque exhorted the assembl) lo do 1md die 
for religion and God and despatched Jathas To the eXtslmg 
demand m connection with the SbahidganJ Mosque Mashr1q1 
further added another-the release of pnsoners who hnd been 
convicted and an enquiry into the conduct of the pobce 

Unlike the t\\oo former agitators Mashr1q1 was a man or 
•The abo\c details have been taken froin a sccrcl lcucr or the Oovmi 

mcnt of the PL1t1Jab to tile Hon blc Sir Henry Cnuk Member or Ille Vlwro1 a 
t:xccutne CoullC1l dated February 8 1!136 Home Department r No 
5/311936 (Poltucat} pp 1 10 
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rational attitude Besides usmg Jus own mfluencc, he sent a tele
gram to Mr M A Jmnah, acquamtmg hlm with the real state of 
affairs and requestmg him to come to Lahore to give the Musalmans 
the right lead m connection with the Shah1dga11J agitation Some 
m1sch1ef-mongers had mtsmforrned Jmnah about Lahore affairs 
Therefore Mr M L Gauba left for Delhi to mterview Jmnah and 
to apprise him of the actual facts The mosque was intended for 
prayers Now 1t had become a centre of great activities round the 
clock The meeting also decided that after the Shab1dganJ agitation 
was over they would start another campaign demanding that all 
shrmes, mosques and estates attached to any mstituhon should be 
placed under a managing committee cons1strng of Mashriq1, M L 
Gattba, YusubHusnyn,Mau)a BaJ..hsh and other suitable young ruen 9 

Gauba's contact with Jmnah at Dellu and hts intended VISlt 

to Lahore embarra~sed the Punjab Government which wrote to 
Sir Hcmy Crmk to call on Jmnah on his own and explain the 
correct position to him As advised, Sir Cra1k, explamed to him 
the fact and figure and wrote to the Governor of tb.e Pun1ab that 
'he will ms1st as an essential cond1t1on on the complete abandon· 
meat of violent or unconst1tutional methods and on the ma11Jte
nance of law and order ••• 

In view of the serious cund1tion Jmnah proceeded to Lahore, 
started negottattons and demanded that the Government must set 
free all pnsoners arrested for Shah1dganJ ag1tahon to soften the 
Muslim attitude for a reasonable settlement The Government 
accepted the demand and the Muslims, on Jmnah's m1ttat1ve, 
abandoned the c1vd disobedience movement and tbc provmce, agam 
attamed normalcy 11 A rousing reception was given to Jrnnah m 

•Letter of the Government of the PuoJ•b dieted February 17, 1936 lo Sir 
Henry Crail., Home Department F No 5/3/1936, Pol , pp 18-20 The pre
sent author also sought mlerv1ew \Uth Mr M L Gauba at Delln who also 
furnished above details 

10 Confidenllal leller of Sir Henry Cra1k to Sir Herbert Emerson, 
Gover11or of the PunJab, dated February 19, 1936, Home Department F No 
SP/1936, pp 29-30 

11 Mallubul Hasan Sa1y1d, Mohommatl Air !1n11af1, p 233 
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the Dadsl1ah1 Mosque ''here '\ddrcssmg n huge congre(!nhon he 
said While we are not going to s1ve up our claim for Shah1ilganJ 
Mosque we are gomg to make c\-ery etrort for an honourable 
understanding \\1th the sister community We shall see!.. all 
remedies by means of constitutional and peaceful methods i: A 
Shaludg:inJ Cone1hallon Comm1ttce consisting of both the com 
muoities was appomted and Jmnah having satisfied himself that 

- the peaceful atmosphere had reappe'lred left for Delhi Jn n press 
statement he said This is not a dispute bctY.cen two ind1v1duals 
but bet\•cen two great communities and 1t must take some time to 
ascertain the general Y.1shes of the people 11 The same night 1n a 
dinner the Go\.emor of the PunJab paid a glowing tribute to the 
peice efforts of Jmnih 1nd said 1 

I am greatly indebted to the efforts or Mr Jmnah for this 
improvement and I wish to pay an unqualified tribute to the work 
he has done and 1s domg Mr Jinnah .succeeded in his first tasl. 
namely brmgml! the Mushm agitation to strictly const1tut1onal and 
legal lines and thus made 1t possible for the Go\emment to take 
action fonvh1ch they had been awaiting an opportunity There 
remamcd the second part of his task It is no secret that so far 
his efforts h'l>e not been cro\\-ned \\llh success but this does no! 
mean th:il they have failed His efforts continue and m se~eral 
respects they are being carried on m cond1t1ons far more favourable 
tllan \\hen they began •• 

Allama Mashnq1 agimst whom a warrant or arrest had been 
issued coutd not be arrested m the Badsbah1 Mosque pirtly 
because or the prcsente of'\ mulhtude and partly because or the 
Go\ernment s dcbbcr:ite intention ofrerrammg from 1t to save the 
s1tuallon Afler Jmnah s intervention the warrant of arrest against 
him was ~1thdrav;.'11 and Mashnq1 became the most sought after 
man in the Punjab Hts prestige rose high because he ac:comphshcd 
\\hat the Ahrars bad tailed co aclueve 

G Allarna Q ald e A am Jln"ah 'Tlie Story of a N111lo1t PP 253 S4 
•Jbld 

al Matlubul Hasan Salyld ~P t:lt p 240 
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CHAPTER IV 

MADH~I~SAHABAH CONTROVERSY 

THE YEAR 1939 saw a dispute between the two most powerful 
sections of the Musalmans-Shtah and Sunni-over what the 
Sunnis called tlle1r right to recite Madh·t·Sahabah m Umted 
Provinces, parhcu1arly m Lucknow The controversy started as 
far back as 1906 1 

The Shiahs held that the three Kltalifas, who 1mmed1ately 
succeeded the Prophet were usurpers, committed acts of tyranny 
and oppression against Hazrat Ah (the last Khahfa) and his w1fo, 
Hazrat Fatimah, (the daughter of the Prophet) and their pohcy led 
to the tragic massacre of Hazrat Husayn (son of Hazrat Ah and 
Hazrat Fatimah) at Karbata This martyrdom is mourned by 
Shiabs durmg the days of Muharram The Sunms, on the contrary, 
believe that tlte first three Khal1fas were the rightful successors and 
held them m great esteem for their matchless qualities 2 

Madh and Sahabah are Persian words rneanmg praise of the 
companions of the Prophet About 1906 disputes between the 

1 Note by Director, Information Bureau on Lucknow Shmh-Sunm con. 
trove~y about Mndn 1-Sahabab s~e Records of the Home Deparlmcnt File 
No S/6'39, Pol 

Chaudhry Khabquzzaman in tus Pa11tway '" Paf<1s1on (p 149), mentions 
1!103 as the year for the starling or d1lierences between the two He says that 
the differences assumed acute shape m 1903 when the Sunnis were obliged to 
have a separate Karballl 

• Chaudhry Khal1q11z:zam11n, op c1t p 14!1 
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Sh1ahs nnd Sunnis arose m Lucknow· on the Muharram day 
when the Sunnis rec11ed verses m pruse or the frrst four khal1ras 
Accordmg to Sunnis the ftrst four Khal1ras \\ere the ruthtrut 
successors of the Prophet and to chant verses m their praise and 
"1pprec1at1on was a duty of every \'fusalman They took out pro
cesstons on the day of Chebfum with long bannered pot s known 
as Charyim Jhanda The Sh1ah retalmt-ed In response to 
Madh 1 Saha bah they st1rted r~c1tmg Tabbarrah that 1s curse on the 
'first three Khabfas m1hgnmg them for their succession and pn1smg 
Firoz an assa~san of one of the three 1'.hahfas This w1s not '\ 
healthy s1!tn The proce~s1ons or Sh1ahs and Sun ms sang the prms-es 
ofthe1r rcspectlve heroes and colhded The years 1906 to 1908 
"ere a troublous period m the history of the United Provinces when 
serious noting took place bet\\-een these lwo sections causmg 
death of a number of them • The deplorable situation needed an 
inquiry commtSs10n to fmd out a solution A committee was 
oppomted sn October 1908 under the Chmrm:insrup of Mr Justice 
Piggott a High Court Judge to e'amme occurrences or tile previous 
years and \\hether there had been any alteration m the pnv1legcs 
of C3Ch sect to ascertain whether any custom which JS not an 
mnov1t1on 1s nevertheless calculated to annoy any other sect and 
to g1\c 1ts recommendation for future guidance' 

The committee studied the situation examined witnesses and 
made a report on December 7 1908 Its recommendation siud 
that on the <lays of Ashnh Chehlurn and 21st Ramazan no poems 
or \erses or other forms of words asserting the pouses or purport 
mg to be m honour of the khahfas Abu Bakr Umar and Usman 
may be sung ch:intcd or recited by any person along the route of 
any Taz1ya or other Muhammadan procemon or m the hearing of 
any such procession or by nny assembly or 1n any pubhc pface 5 

Hcime D partment F No $/6/39 Pol 
ConlidQnhal DO No 93! CX Nalmtal September 7 1936 lo 

Mr 'f O flallcttC~I cm lCS 5ecn-tary to Govcrnmtnl of Jad1a Uome 
Dep:irlment Simla (Home D pnrtment F No 15/$/36 Polllu;nl) 

'lbkl 
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The Govrrnment accepted the rccommendatton for the prohlb1tton 
ofMadh-1-Sahabah on the above mentioned days but was reluctant 
to Jssue a pronouncement that the public rec1tat10n of' Madh-1· 
Sahabah at all times and under any circumstances was a provoca
uon and an offence against puhhc safety Truly speaking, the 
autl1or1t1es beheved that there should be no general proh1b1t1on of 
utterances of verses in praise of their Kbahfas, and therefore they 
refrained from g1V1ng any pronouncement e>.cept for Ashrah, 
Cl1ehlum and 2Jst Ramazan Since the rec1tat1on of Madh-1-
Sahabah was proh1b1ted for three days in a year, the Shiahs thought 
that they had secured their object 6 

Till 1935 there was a lull in the Sh1ah-Sunm dispute on the 
Madh-1-Sahabah and Tabbarrah issues But m 1935 the controversy 
again came to the fore The Sunms considered the restrrct1on on 
the recitation of Madh-z·Sahabah an mfrmgement of their r1ght 
On the day of Chchlum m 1935 the Sunnis defied the order and 
recited Madh·1-Sababah An All-Ind1a Madh-1·Sahabah Day was 
celebrated and a complete hartal observed 7 The year 1936 
witnessed a stronger Sunm movement But there was a split among 
tl1e Sunms themselves on the question of the means to be followed 
for the attamment of the sanction for Madh-1-Sahabah A section 
of the Sunms formed the ~o-callcd constttut1011al party whose aim 
was to present before the Government their demands lll regard to 
the recitation of Madh-1-Sahabalt m pubhc The other section 
consisted of the Ahrars who did not believe in constitut1onal 
methods and wanted to take out processions with public recital of 
Madh-l-Sahabah on every Friday from the T1la Mosque This led 
to r1otmgs and disturbances 6 The need for a comm1ss1on was 
again felt by the Government Therefore rt appointed a committee 
known as the Allsop Committee wb1ch, whtle accepting the right of 
the Sunms to recite the Mndh-1-Sahabah, d1d not allow them rec1ta· 
troll in Lucknow m view of the grave s1tuat1on p1-evadmg there 

• Home Department, P No 5/S/36, Pol 
'Home Department, F No 5/6139, Pol 
• Homc'Department, F No IS/5/36, Pol 
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In 1938 the report or the Allsop Comm1ttet. was publi~heJ which 
did not ~1t1sfy the Sunnis They n:~orled to 11 civil d1sobed1ence 
movement In the beginning of 1939 their movement met with a 
cons1dernble succes~ Llrge numbers or Sunnis from Luclnow 
\\ere arrested and b'ltches of Sunnis from the ad1ommg d1str1cts 
and provmces shrted pourmit into Lueknow • In ill 378 person~ 
were arrested for publicly rec1hng the Madl1 1 Sahab1h m contra 
venbon or the prol11b1tory order 

A huge me ting \\as he!d m T11a. Mosque after the Friday 
prayers It \\as attended amoni? others by Maulana Husayn 
Ahmad Muhammad SnJJad and Amir Sh:mat Bihar Maul.tna 
Husayn Ahmad m his speech s:ud that no power on c:ulh could 
detract them from the goal lt was an all India Movement now 1• 

With the passn1?c of time the restlessness and resentment of lhe 
Sunnis \HIS on the mcrea~e The ag1tat1on nfter n short time got 
bevond control A %nm mob entered the Council House dis 
turbed tht.. Ministers in I threw 'lWay files from the table The 
mob wns so furious that ltelp of the police 'l\3S sought Tlus alarmed 
the Government The Go\'ernor raised the question at n mectmq 
of the Council of Ministers on March 22 1939 and t11ere \\as n 
discussion bell~een the M1n1stcrs and the leading Sunnis The 
solution they arn,cd '\t was that the Sunnis would be grven an 
opportumly to recite tl1e \fadh 1 Sahabah at a public meeting. nd 
in a procession every year on the Bamhwafat day with the condl 
hem that tltc time place nnd route \\ould be fixed by the district 
authonhes An official communique v.as 1~sued but 1t administered 
an oven\hclmmg blow to the Sh1:lhs They did not lag behind 
and hlcc the Sunn1S started 11 civil d1sobed1ence mo\ement They 
argued th.it the rcporh of the previous l\\O comm1ttces (1908 nnd 
1939J had upheld their vie'' point and the perm1ss1on for the 
l\hdh 1 Sahabah now accorded was eontrar) to the reports Lllrl!t. 
numbers ofSh1n.hs of :esocdable families t.ourtcd arrest nnd can 
vassed that lr the Mndh 1 Sahabah was actually ret1tcd pardalt 

Tli~ Hindu Mateh 23 1939 Madb l.S-ihabnh A11tat1()n 
1 771.' B mbnv Clronftl~ March 18 11139 
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nashm ladies would march on the -streets with Tabarrab on their 
lips and would offer t11emselves for arrest The Shiah CIVI! d1s
obed1ence was no less enthusiast!c than Its Sunni counterpart The 
Director of the Information Bureau, while reporting the case on 
Shmh-Sunnr controversy nghtly said that 'the sanction of the 
Madh-1-Sababah has set up among the Shiahs cond1hons of intense 
emotional hystena •u 

The Khaksars could not tolerate the frictton between the hvo 
powerful sections of the Musalmans, and naturally mterruptcd 
Allama Maslmq1 who was anxious to bnng about an honourable 
settlement announced that he would issue 'very serious orders' to 
2000 Khaksars and 800 Janbazs to take effective measures 1f the 
two sections d1d not come to terms w1thrn a month 12 In a tele-
gram to the Government of the U ntted Provinces, Mashr1q1 sa1d that 
he had issued orders to 3000 Khaksars to effect a settlement of the 
Madh-1-Sahabah question at Lucknow 23 Janbnzs were asked to 
be ready to proceed to Lucknow while the Kbaksars held rallies all 
over the Punjab Later the decmon for the Janbazs was dropped 
but the Khaksar volunteers in the Punjab were asked to check the 
Sh1ah Jathas of Punjab from proceeding to Lucknow They tried 
their best to dissuade the Shmhs who had assembled at Lahore and 
Amntsar Railway stations to proceed to Luch.now, but failed i. 

Unsuccessful to stop the Slmih movement, Mashnq1 announced 
his mtentmn to go to Lucknow and actually reached there on 
August 23, 1939, and called on the mmisters of the UP Govern
ment The Khaksar organ AF-lslah also pleaded \ehemently m 
its columns for a compromise lS As a result of all thts the s1tuat1011 

u Home Department, F No S/6/39, Pol Note by DrB an LueJ..now 
Sluah-Sunru controversy about Madl1-1-Sahabah 

"Notes on the Knal..sar Movement {SC1lrel), Home Department, F No 
?4/1/40, Pol (Section A), p l OS (17) 

••The original telegram was tins, •Orders 3000 Klml..sars rssumg, forcible 
settlement Luc!..now dispute Ready cooperatton Government provided 
reasonable eondtlu)ns acceptable Shin Sunni offered Please wrJtc intention ' 
See Philips Talbot, op cit, p 127 

"Home Department, F No 74)1/40, Pol (Section I), p 10$ (18) 
1$ Ibid 
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turned m favour or the J\.hal.sar programme The Sluabs suspend 
ed the anti 'f'ndh 1 Sahnbah 'lg1tatton until ~ definite result came 
out of lhe negotiahon between the parties mvoh'Cd h.hshr1q1 
claimed that he had succeeded tn securing the suspension of the 
Sh1ah ag1tntton and communicated lo the J...baksar headquarters m 
the Pun1ab to prevent volunteers from coming to Lucknow But it 
was too late and by the hme the order reached them n number or 
Kh'lksars had already entered Lucl.now m accordance with the final 
orders published m an issue of the Al Islaf1 or August 25 1939 18 

The volunteers came mto clash with the p ople and the nuthon 
ties Ill Luclnow v10lated law and order and disturbed the peace 
Apprehending more trouble the autbont1es took security me3sun.s 
ag:.unst M1shriq1 and his \Olunteers 'lnd arrested thern on Septem 
ber l under Section 107 Cr PC But Mashr1q1 secured his release 
the next day arter furnishing nn undertaking not to return to 
Lucl.now for 'l period or one year He left for Lahore the same 
d'\y with 11 number of J..haksus 17 This episode lowered the 
prestige or the khaksars The Ahrars and other moal groups 
made fun of Mashriq1 s unquahfied apology And there were 
darmishes between the 1'.haksars and Almi.rs 18 

No\\ who were the Ahrars ? The Ahrars fLrst appe3rmg 
at the annual session of the Congress m 1939 at the instance of 
Maulana Azad t~ere a body of what wete called nat1onahst 

• t!Jld 
r Home Department F Nn 74 1/40 Pnl (Section I) p JOS (19) The 

undcrtaklng was wrdten by Mashnql and presented to 1heJa1l off~rs In !he 
pre..cnce ofl. .. ban lhbadur Hafii Abm:id Husnyn n member or the Legislative 
Cou~1l The undettaking runs as folto• s 

J hereby g ~can undertaklns that fir R year after the date or the w11h 
dra.wnl of lhc not1o:c under scchon J07 I \'.Ill neither enter the United Provlncef 
nor p rm1t or ord r batchC$ of the ~hab:irs from any other province to cnter 
the Urulcd Provu1ces l..luksars of the Urutcd Provinci:s will be Jnstructed not 
to interfere 10 the Luclcnow Slua.Sunn dispute I give th s letter lo the Chier 
Secretary to the Oovemmcot fpr h15 assurance Sd ln:i~tullab 

See Pfuhp$ T11.lbot op e/t JI 187 
Home Derartm nl F No 1 0/39 Pol p 14 

Sec Telegram R No .. 4.54-CX dated {reed) September J 1939' from 
Ch cl' S~ctal')' UP to Government of India 'Ind all Provincial Govcmmenh 
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Mus!uns Their orgamsat1on came to be known as MaJhs-1-Ahrar 
with Attaullah Sbab Bukhari as ltS President 19 To work for the 
attamment of freedom, cooperat10n with other commumt1es and 
to combat communabsm were some of its obJects 20 The MaJhs 
was pro-Congress through and through, and followed its foot-steps 
m all walks of Itfe As stated in the last chapter when a Sikh· 
Muslim dispute on the question of the demoht.ton of a mosque m 
Shah1dganJ, Lahore, occurred, tlteAhrars failed to g1Ye any material 
support to the Shah1dganJ agitation Mashr1q1 was not slow to 
seize this opportunity and made the most of it to put fresh vigour 
mto lus agitation Consequently the Khaksar Movement again 
gamed momentum throughout the Punjab This worsened therr 
relations Smee the Ahrars were pro·Congress wluch favoured 
the Madh-1-Sahabah ag1tatmn, the Ahrar sided with it and 301ned 
the agttatlon The Khaksars were not agamst Madh·1-Sahabah 
but they did not want a split, they desired to brrng about an 
amicable settlement between the Sunni and Sh1ah It was due to 
this that when MashrJq1 secured his conditional release, the Ahrars 
hooted him to avenge the wrong done to them m 1935 11 Masbnq1 
demed having offered an apology, and to conv1ncc the people of 
his statement, he agam came to Lucknow on September 12 m 
contravention of the assurances given by htm to the UP Govern
ment The Government arrested him and put him m Jllll for one 
month 22 The news of the arrest was received 111 Khaksar circles 
m the PunJab with great resentment, and thousands ofKl1aksars 
took the trams from the Punjab to Lucknow to rescue their Allama 
The commander of the Kbaksars in a statement said that m the event 
of a conflict with the UP Government, about, 25,000 Khal.."llars 
would be sent to Lucknow from the Pun1ab 23 Jagadhari, 10 Ambala 

" Aziz al-Rahman 1amn1 Ludl11anv1, Rars-al·Alirar Mu11la11a Habrb al
Ral1man L11d111a11v1 a11r limd1man I.I Ja11g-ht4z11d1, p 144 

•• 171e Tr1b1me, March, 28, 1939 
., Home Department, F No 74/1/40 Pol , (Secl!on A} and F No 

S/3/1936 Pol 
•• Ibui 
•• Tlie Bombay Chromclc, September 2, 1939 
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district \~as made a base for operaltons against the UP 
Government 

And indeed w1thm a few days of the irrest of AllJma Mash 
r1q1 thousands ofkhat..sars assembled m Lucknow st1rted a c1V1l 
d1sobed1ence campaign and defined the orders under section 144 
Cr PC W1lh the entry of the eJt soldiers from the Pun1ab and 
N WFP \\ho combated the police and caused casu1Jzhcs to both 
sides the s1tuat10n d ter1orated It bccam more alnrmmg whe11 
prominent membets of the UP Mushm League JUstdi.ed the action 
of the J...bakliars and cond mned the Congress m1nrs!ry of tho 
United Provll'ICCS for its attempt to crush civil hberues by inhuman 
methods -i The Kl1at..sar org1n A.l lsfa/1 10 its issue of October 
6 1939 again appealed to the Khaksars all O\er India to march 
into UP to se"urc the release of Mashr1q1 The appeal was respond 
ed to in drfl"erent quarters with great enthusiasm and tbe l..haksar 
mfl.ux 1n\o UP became a common feature of the day They "l'\Ould 
not buy railway tickets and ' hen cbecked assaulted tbe Rail"'ay 
offi 1als and the police By October 8 3000 J...halcsars from the 
Punjab and N WFP had crossed the pro'\o1DC1al boundanes and 
assembled m Dulandshabr They resisted the police \\ruch was 
conung to arrest them The inevitable result was police tinng 
k1llmg 6 and wounding 14 of I hem 

'The police fumg on the K.baksars m Bu!andsbahr caused 
considerable consternation m the Pun;ab There \>as \Hdespread 
rescstmcnt and many papers and organisations expressed their 
sympathy \\tlb the J...hat..sars The corpses of six J...haksars were 
motored to the Pun1ab an"' tremendous condolence and heartiest 
tribute \\'ts paid to the mart)rs ~II over the province G They won 
so much goodwill of the people thit many newspapers and org:ini 
sation' ptcv1ously hostile to the ~hakl;ars expressed then· profound 
nU'lCntnen to mem ana conoemneli "ine u'r 'Vuwnrrr1'!:rt "'i'rte 
Mu~llm Lcag openly associated Mth the kbaksars and condemned 

I 

u llomcl>"p1u ~nt P Nol 1411'40 l'ol \S~don l) .P tOJ~2Q} 
" Tire Bcmlra> Chr~/e/e Stp ~rnbct J 26 1939 

Jlomc ~partmcnl'-\. No ·\4/l/40 Pol (~lion J) p JOS (2D) 
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the Congress ministry of the Umted Provmce~ for p!aymg a 
game of d1V1d1ng the Sh1ahs and Sunnis on the quesl!oos of Madh· 
1-Sahabah and Tabarrah ~· In a telegram of 372 words to the 
Viceroy Mashnq1 explamed his tdeas as follows 

'My Jmpnsonment and that of hundreds of prom1ne11t 
Kbaksars by the United Provinces Government and ll1C1r mtentton 
to crush the Khaksar Movement need not detam me further from 
announcing our attitude towards the war I consider bargaining 
even with an enemy m trouble mean and unmanly Moslem 
character forbids it Islam proh1b1ted double dealmg England 
1s now engaged m struggle mvolvmg life and death and most 
ccrtam ly Ind 1a • s future al so Ba ma mentahty at this cns1s 1s 
unworthy of a great people ht.c the Musalmans and we must help 
England frankly 1f we want to make her friendship real and sincere 
Bitler expenence of Congress Mm1stnes for the last three years has 
taught all ryots to know that the Br1t1sh 'II-ere Ute much better 
rulers Moslems, 1f they want to escape ann1hllallon, must decide 
now not to be ruled by maJOilty at all costs We must prove to 
the British agam that we Musalm.ans are the actual defenders of 
India and therefore, we, above all, have natural, also mheritary, 
nght to control Jt BLOOD AND RULE HA VJ: Al-WAYS GONJ; TOGET!ll:R 

IN ALL HISTORY 

I doubt 1f the Indian Nat10nal Coogres~ can supply a single 
soldier for the defence of India anywhere Any posmg, therefore, 
by a party that cannot dehver goods 1s ridiculous and preposter
ous Only Khaksars all over India, who have rendered selfless 
and practical social service irrespective of caste or creed for past 
nme years, can claim playmg game of blood at this moment Or 
again the Pun3ab Premier can give real aid for defence of country 
I have thought over the problem and have closely exammed all 
real, false and cood1tmnal offers I hereby declare that w1thm 
three months of this announcement I shall be able to place at 
the disposal of Your Excellency thirty thousand well drilled and 
best·d1sciplmed Khak.sar soldiers after mmm1um m1htary trammg 
for mternal m1htary defence of India, ten thousand for Police pur-

" Hom11Dcpartmeot, F No 74/1/~0. Pol (Section I), p 10S (201 
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poses for maintammg internal peace and another ten thousand 
of tl1e very best quality for help of Turkey our ally if need be 
for fight on [uropein soil Government has only to test us m 
order to pro\e Khiliar s fidelity to Motherland to tbe last drop or 
his blood I request \Hdest publlclty or thc; declaration as I Am 
rn prison ..a 

Negot1ations betv.et.n the Government and the adnurers or 
Mashnq1 and hJS movement were gomg on nnd as n result thereof 
he was released from Luc:know Jail on October 14 1!>39 He 
reached Lahore three days later 

How far the Congress League tussle played a part m thJS 
controversy is 'llso a factor or no small s1gn11icance The report of 
the Director of the Information Ilurciu and the other leadmg Len 
guers held the Congress m1mstry of the U mted Provmces .responsible 
fOr this frn.ca~ According to the former the controversy was delJbc
talely encouraged by the Congress 10 order to split the Muslims 
Maulana Husayn Ahm1d Madn1 and the Ahrars were the Cong 
ress stooges rec:c1v1ng money from the organ1Sat1on for their deeds 
and accentuated the trouble while the Sunnis were pushed by one 
hand the Sh1nhs "ere rec:c1ved by the olher A spht was natural 
and the Mushm pohheal movement on the whole apparently 
\\ealened 9 

Chaudlm 1'.hahq uz. Zaman from thts personal expcrtence 
makes the same observation According to him the Government 
had pcrm1tled the Sunni Madh 1 Sahabah process.ion a r11.ht that 
they did not enJOY previously He tried to persuade the Sunru 
leader Shah Muhammad Usmam to drop this prmlege but having 
secured a r1.,ht 1t w1s d1fiicu1l to surrender Maulana Zafar ul 
Mulk another Sunm k.adcr \\as e\en prep:ired to allow the 
Shiihs to laL.e out IS procession or Qadh I Sahabah (crJtlCJSm of 
Sababahl and the Cong_ress m1mstry \\36 wdlmg to give this right 

' Protest from Ina:Ylltullah .Mashrlql front Central Jail Luclr:now 
October 4 Un? Home Department F No 74/6/41 Pol (f). PP 5-6 

• Nole by lhe DID on Lucknow Shlah.Sunnl eontro\CTS)' about Madh I 
Sahaball HomeD11artmcnt F No 5/6/39 Pol pp 4 S 

40 



MAOH-1-SAHAOAH CONTROVERSY 

to Shmhs When Jawaharlal Nehru asJ...ed Khabq-uz-Zaman 
What was his opm1on about Qadh·1-Sahabab., he replied that t1te 
allowing of Madl1-1-Sahabah was a m1staJ...e on the part of the 
ministry and to give the right of Qadh-1-Sahabah to the Sh1ahs 
would be a blunder It meant that the Congress wanted a dlV!S1on 

between the two great sections Ultimately Maulana Azad mter
vened and with the help of Khahq·uz·Zaman, called a meetmg 
of Sh1ah and Sunm Leaders m the Council House {Lucknow) 
His best eft'orts were not favourably talen by the Sunru Ulama and 
they opposed bun 'It did not doubt,' says Khahq-uz-Zaman, 
'that as far as the Maulana was concerned he \\as really vecy 
sincere m his attempt, but a few Muslun Congressmen in the 
Assembly for party considerations were secretly undermining what 
Maulaaa Azad was domg openly I could see from the tread of 
their talk at the meeting that they were quite out of tune '\\Ith the 
Maulana's attempt However, some tentative dcc1s1ons '\\ere reached 
wluch we were to discuss amongst ourselves Before the meelmg 
on the next day, as I feared, the whole confidential talk of the 
meetmg bad become public property Maulana Inayatullah of 
Firang1 Mabel informed me that a section of Congress Muslims 
were playing a farce and were not for a settlement •3o 

Dr Sir Z1ya·ud·Dm Ahmad in A Note 011 tlze Kliaf..sar .Mo1•e· 
mcllt has also thrown some light on the incident which goes to 
pro\e that the Congress Government of UP were responsible for 
prec1p1tatmg split between the Sh1ahs and Sunnis 'I got so ttred,' 
he wrote, 'that I spoke to Mr R K.idwa1 (Raft Ahmad K1dwai), 
the then acting Premier of UP, that he might wnte down hunself 
the cond1t1ons of settlement we would accept in toto He did 
write out the terms but his Congress colleagues refused to ratify 
them ' 31 

So far as the Sluah·Sunn1 controversy, m which the Congress 

.. Chaudhry Kbal1q-uz-Zamaa, op c1t • PP 212-16 
•l Home Department, F No 6/Sf39, Pol , Se~ also Muhammad Noman, 

op Clt t p 378 
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minJStry have been charged with cri.atmg split betwec..n the two 
sechons of Musltm 1s concerned It can be said that" hate\ er the 
Congress nmustry did their intention was not to mate a split 
Want of adm1mstrat1vc experience and pressure of the Congress 
Sunni UJnma may be some or the reasons There is conclusne 
evidence that the permission to rcctte Madh 1 Sah.ibah was given 
under the pressure or Sunni Ula ma According to Rafi Ahmad 
K1Jwi11 the agitation had crossed all hnuts and finding a chance a 
Sunru mob entered the Council House reproached the m1mstets 
strewn their papers and damaged the furniture The mob was so 
furious tn'\t pobc had to be cal\l..d to clear the hall u The Go~ern 
ment thus bowed down to the rioters It may be possible that some 
Congressmen would not be v.1\hng to bring about a rnpproaebe 
mcnt bet\\<een the Shmhs and Sunms but only on this b'lS1s to 
accuse the Congress ministry cannot be JUSllfied Wl1Ile Madb 1 

Sababab controversy y,as at its cltmix Hayatullah a C-0ngrcssman 
from Lucknow wrote to Dr Muhammad Ashraf the Congress 
Secretary that the issue of Madh 1 Sahab1h \\ould obstruct their 
meehngs m one or two places He lHls trying to avoid 1t but 
also ready to fnce 1t This also goes to pro'e !hat Congressmen 
were not as much interested m tbe Sh1ah SunnJ dispute llll was 
propagated by the Leaguers 13 

In J 939 Germany declared war on the Allies The Congress 
atbtudc was sympathetic though it refused cooperation But when 
the Drih~h Government declared Yinr on behalf of India the 
Congress ministry resigned TI1e .new Government of the Umted 
Pro\JnCe! in view of eroergency started negot1at1ons with the 
Khaksars and reached an agreement on No~-embcr 4 The 
agreement provided that all the J....balsars of other pro,mces would 
leave the United Pro\>lllCCS and the Go~ernmcnt would remove the 
ban imposed .on the Khaksars and 'l'VOU!d rcleas those 1mprisoned 
or under trial In return the KbaksarS .asreed to obey a.II 

• Chaudhl} J..haliq uz Zaman "P r:lt P "I 
4 A ICC hptt$ f 'Nil 4Sfl9l1 
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orders for the mamtenance of peace 31 These conditions were 
earned out 1mmed1ately by both the sides 

The Khaksar volunteers, when back home, received a rousmg 
ovation and their campaign m the United Provmces was b.aded 
as a great epJSode, enhancing tbe prestige of the organ1sat1on 
The influx of Khaksars m UP started with the Sluah-Sunnt dis· 
pute which brought them face to face with the Government 
Though the Shiah-Sunm relations were still half-bridged, yet the 
Khaksars emerged from tlus campaign as champions of the Muslim 
cause against the alleged pro-Hmdu policy of the Congress 
ministry of the U mted Provinces 

" 1hc Bombay Clzro111clc, October 16, 1939 
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CHAPTER V 

VOLUNTEI:R ORGANISATIONS A PROBLEM 

IN TIUl WAU of the national upsurge the formation of voluntt:er 
orgamsat1ons JO the th1rt1es had become fashion or the day The 
Red Sfurt Movement had suffered a temporary set back and the 
J...bal.sars the Congress the League and the RSS volunteers had 
become the most pO\\erful organisations The highest numbers or 
volunteerS eJUsted in the Umted Provinces where over 74 OOO people 
v.ere estimated on the roll and fresh entry was on i In United 
Provinces the number of Hmdu and Muslim lOlunteers belonging 
tt1 vnnous pohllcal partu:s rose from 32 OOO and 22 OOO in April 
1939 to 35 OOO and 30 OOO rcspi.cttvely m October 1939 In North 
West Frontier ProHnce the membership of the Muslim National 
Guard and the Mushm League volunteers rose to 10 700 from 
7 780 In Don1bay the strength of the Mushm League volunteers 
shot up to 2488 from 898 within SI'< months T.he tigures of otber 
prov1oces were also not d1scouragmg Tile CJ1tens1on of franclusc 
and c1rculat1on of political hterature resultms in mass awakening 
led to the mobibzabon or youth 1n voluntary associations all tbc 
morei: 

Besides the Khaksars \\ho were an eye sore to the Government 
of India -ind whose military type drdhog un1fo<m and spade bad 
attracted Go\crnm nt attention and who while parading ltl 

thoroughfares of the PnnJab temmded one of the growth of pm-ate 

i Home Department File No 74llf40 Pol (I) 
•Ibid 
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armies, many other volunteer orgamsattons have cropped up The 
most promment among them were the Mahav1r Dai, the Hindustan 
Seva Dai, the Rashtnya Swayam-Sewak Sangh, the Kishan Sabha, 
the Trade Umon, the Desha Sewikas, the Hindustan Scouts 
Association Dai, the Arya Yuwak Sa11gh, the Agnr Dai, the Ahrars, 
the Musln:n National Guard, the Urdu Lashkar, the Mushm 
League Volunteers, the Ittihad-1-M1Ilat, the Congress Volunteers, 
the Shakti Dai and the Hanuman Prasarak Manda! a 

Each of the above organisation had its d1stinchve uniform, 
badge and flag and even landlords m UP and B1har bad recognised 
the necessity of their different symbols Of the above, the Khaksars 
carried Bekhas, the Hmdustan Scout Assoc1at1on and Arya Yuwak 
Sangh provided themselves with lathts and kmves, the Mahavir Dat 
put on swords whde the other associations carried sticks The 
Khaksars, the Agm Dai and the Arya Yuwak Sangh were the only 
organisations that paraded their volunteers m m1htary fashion Of 
them the Khaksars Movement was late m forming a volunteer 
organisation but 1t had attracted more attention and earned a name 
as an efficlent body of Mushm volunteers The Punjab, Nocth
West Frontier Province, Kashmir, Smdh and several other states 
had come under their powerful spell havmg a strength of 400,000 
volunteers approximately The organisation was so well eqmpped 
that its many-sided act1V1t1es created suspicion and misapprehension 

•Out of the above volunteer organisations Mabav1r Dal claimed to have 
a strength of SO ODO volunteers and was mo1tly in the Pun1ab and 11s neighbour
ing provinces The Htnclustari Scwak Da! had its hold on the Mah~rashtra, UP 
and CP It cla1tned to have 40,000 volunteers on its roll Tile RSS was 
very powerful m UP and CP Thuy had founded a Central Hmdu M1htary 
School at Nagpur, of which Dr B S MoonJCY was General Secretary (See 
B S MoonJe~ Papers ava1able in the Nehru Memorial Museum and Lt brary 
New Delh1-F1le 18/1934, 41) The Ktsan Sabhas were mostly found m Bihar, 
UI' and Bengal The Trade Unions were active m Bombay, Calcutta, UP 
ete The Desha Sev1k.as were the assoc111t1on of young ladies wearmg coloured 
~aries and found rendenng s~rv1ces 1n meetings The Scouts were students 
meant for first-aid trammg Msihs-1-Ahrar; founded 1n 1929, was a Muslim 
Nattonalist association They were very small m number The Congress ond 
the Le:iguo Orgamsattons \\ere the most powerful among 11.ll and h>1d lhousnnds 
or volunt1111rs on toll 
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so much so that it was said to have been recewmg forei.,n aid to 
over tbt()\\ Dr1t1sb Raj • 

I It was a strange coincidence that hke India 1n England also the 
British Government bad been racing the same state of affairs m the 
thirties 11nd 1t adopted a pmcnt1ve measure by passing the Public 
Order Act m 1936 to prevent the d1<;senunat1on of autbontirum 
doctnncs m the country The act proh1b1ted the \\enr1ng of 
uniforms 111 connection with the pohucal obJects and the mnmtc
nance by the private persons of asso lat1on or military or similar 
character 5 It -ilso prohibited the use and display of o.lfens1~e 
weapons and e\en the use of threatening v.ords at public pla~ • 
But m India the nppllcation of an order on the model of the Brihsh 
Public Order Act w:is out or question because of the popu1ar 
m1ntstnes that obstructed the passing or such l:lws 1n provinces 
Nevertheless the !!rowing volunteer organisation uncontrolled as 
1hcy were posed a formld-ible menace to hw and order and ne--ded 
strict \ 1g1hnee on !he part of the Oo\ernment 

fn 1869 the Indian Volunteet Ac! was passed \'Oht h provided 
thnt the lo) al subjects or His Ma;esty 1r found fit by the Ofllcer 
Comm:inding l\ould be enlisted Prola::t1on of lrre and pro~rty 
and preservation of peace \\ere considered the primary duties or 
voluulecrs It also 1>rovlded for rhc formation of ~oJuntcer corps 
m any part of British India with the sanctk>n or Oovernor General 
of India m Council or of tbe local government ' But fhe Act 
remamcd confined to paper only The necessity or enrolling 
-volunteers was felt by the Com;ress as early ns 1887 when m 1ts 

third annual scsston at Madras 1t resohed to form a volunteer 
corps c1pable or rendering assistance to Grent Bntam m tile event 
()r any serious comphca11011s • 

llama Dep11rllrftlt r No 1111 0 Pol (I] 
• Home Dcoartmcnt F No 74 l/40 Pol ft> 
Home Departmc111 F No 74/3 40 Pol (I) 

'771t Trt6 ne August 20 1914 
A ICC Pap rs 1887 rC!lolul1on V Soe also resolullon 16 of 1914 All 

lnJ1a CottBress s~10n M~dras in which II ag:un qrged qpon lhe Government 
the ncccsslty o[ volunt~er org1111ntlon 
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In 1906 Mr SS Thorburn, a retired Punjab C1v1han, contn· 
buted an art1c1e m the reputed Journal, East and West edited by 
Mr Malabar1 Thorburn's experience of services m the Pun_Jab 
had convinced him that an Indian mzhtta could be raised from the 
Punjab for the defence of this country A carefully considered 
~cheme was drafted but it suffered a setback from the British 
Government 9 

In September 1913, when the honourable Mir Asad Ah asked 
m the Imperial Legrslatlve Council whether Government would 
consider the ad111s1b1lity of raising a purely volunteer force •from 
among the war-like races of India ' Ma1or General B1rdwood 
rephed that Government did not consider the adv1s1b1hly of such a 
question 10 He further added 'Indian Chr1stians and Parsts are 
enlisted m the force, provided their enrolment 1s acceptable to the 
Officer commandmg the corps concerned I may add that ind1v1dual 
Indians are also ehgtble for enrolment under the same cons1dera
t1ons' Thus the ehg1b1hty of 'ludl\lldual Indians' seemed to be 
out of question l1 

In 1914 the World War I broke out with a dramatic sudden· 
ness and the question of India's national defence and safety was 
constdered foremost by the people of India Maharaja of Burdwan, 
presiding over a meetlllg at Calcutta commended the spmt m which 
the people of Calcutta proposed to raise a volunteer corps At the 
Mayo Hall meeting, Allahabad, Pandit M M Malav1ya also desired 
the format10n of volunteer corps but regretted that neither m the 
present nor m the future their demand was to be fulfilled TI1e 
Madias Bar was a!so interested m this movement In the Pun1ab a 
meeting was convened under the pi:esidency of Mr Bevan Petman, 
Government Advocate, who adopted a resolutmn on the model of 
Calcutta and Madras to raise a Volunteer Corps 12 

Lord Kitchener had been onllstmg fresh recruits m England 

' Tire Trrbmie, August 26, 1!114 
" Ibid, August 20, 1914 
11 lbtd, August 26, 1!114 
'" lbul , August 20, 1914 
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and trammg them for servJce nut India W:lS 1gnorcd'13 
The dec1<11on of the Government of India not to accept the 

numerous offers made for volunteenng services admm1stercd a 
severe blow to educated Indians They could not be silent spectators 
of what was gomg on 1n India Their formation was considered 
1ne\1table Hence th first meeting of the AU India Volunteer 
Conference was held under tbt. Pres1dentsh1p of Jawnharlal Nehru 
in the Congress Panda.I on the morning of December 27 1920 
More than 2000 volunteers attended the meeting The first rcsolu 
t1on regarding the aims 1nd ObJt.Ct~ of the volunteer organisation 
said lhnt an org1msahon be formed with a view to de\elop 
the feeling of brotherhood amongst all volunteer corps oflnd1a and 
to bring them under one c:onst1tut1on and system oftrammg so that 
they m1y prove more userut for services at all public functions •~ 

Thereafter the formation of volunteer organisallon bC1.<tme common 
and numerous otg'\msatlons spr:mg up m a short time 

Alrc:idv the Government was afraid of the volunteer mo\ement 
and as the days rolled on 1t stud .. to its c:onv1chon It issued a 
nohficahon ngnmst volunteers during the 1'.h1lafat and Non-coopcra 
tum mo\ement nnd arrests becnme common The fear and susp1c1on 
of Dolshe\'lsm creeping mto Ind11 also frightened the Gm,ernment 
nod forced 1t to consider a special leg1slahon The Prevention or 
Sed1t1ous Meetings Act 1911 v.ns considered 1nsumc1ent and the 
need of a sp~tal Jeg1slat1on v.i.s fdt not only to breakdo\\n 
ex1~tmg unla\\ful associations but to deter young and comparatively 
guiltless persons from JOmmg these bodies nnd to discourage the 
supply of peeumary amstancc u The All India Congress Com 
m1ttec pres1di..d over by <Jnndh1J1 at 1ts meeting of January 17 1922 
at Bombay requested the Government to withdraw the nol1ficat1on 
a1r11nst the volqnteers But 1t Wl\S not htet'led t• 

Th mountlng act1\lt1cs or the Khalcsars which resembled Nazi 

• n .. a August 26 1914 
Ibid Janua~6 Wll 

i TM Tiner mber27 28 1921 andJanu,ry22 1922 
•/blJ 
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and Fascist tactics were becoming the main concern of the Govern
ment The Khnksar propaganda m West Asia embarrassed the 
Brinsh Government and it raised great consternation In a Jetter to 
the Viceroy, the Secretary of State for India, expressed his profound 
anxiety about volunteer orgarusnt1ons and wrote, 'Loolong broadly 
at the situation so far as these volunteer orgamsat1ons are concerned 
and castmg one's mmd back to the days when the Mughal Empire 
was foiling to pieces, one cannot help seemg some parallel between 
these present day bodies and the tovmg bands of armed persons' 
sucb as the Pmdaries, whose services were, I should imagine, 
available to tbe highest bidder It certainly looks as 1f, were we to 
withdraw our control from India History m this respect would 
assuredly repeat itself •17 

Many volunteer organisations clarified their pos1t1on to 
convmce the Government of tlterr smccnty The Congress m a 
note s;ud 'This organisation 1s meant to tram our people m public 
service and make them more efficieat and d1sc1plmed citizens As 
Congressmen all their act1v1ties arc necessanly based on peaceful 
aclion, the service of the community and the promotion ofumty m 
India They are utterly unlike any organisation which turns at 
violent action Every volunteer must always bear m mmd and 
every mstruction must emphasize this basic conception of volunteer's 
duty All military analyses are, therefore, out of keepmg with our 
organisation The tra1nmg should consist of rnstruction m physical 
culture and regular constructive work in the service of the commu
nity Every volunteer should be expected to perform some service 
m his town or village regularly or to do some useful constructive 
national work '18 But such declaration could have no effect on 
the Government 

The Government, therefore, required the details of various 
volunteer orgamsations It also desired to 1nquU'e about their 
parbcular umform and whether their members underwent any sort 
' 

27 Extrac! Crom a pm ale letter of lhe Secretary of State for India to 
Viceroy, dated March 9, 1940 

" See Jawaharlal Nehru Papers F No l 08/1939 
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of drill or a quasi military cha.meter with or without weapons tt 
It was reported that the Khaksars the Agni D'll the Arya Yuwalc .J 

S'tngh lhe Hmdustan Scva Dai nnd the) outh League drtlled In 
m1hta11 pattern and either kept ln1ves spades swords or Lnth11 
The Government therefore v1ew1.d all organisations \\h1cb 
ndopted a rcguhr uniform and used any J..ind of weapon M 

potentially dangerous to public safety and 1t considered thnt the 
formation of a uniform pohcy for the control ofnll volunteer 
org1msat1ons was n crymg need of tune tQ The V1t:.eroy opined 
that some sort of regJStrat1on should be made compulsory for 
\olunteer organisations to enable the Government to know about 
their obJect and strengtl1 The registration form should not be 
of S\\ccpmg narure but 1t should furnish the list of their Jeadcrs 
office bearers and members Failure to gi"e the requ1s1te information 
would render an assoo'\hon to be treated as untawrul tt 

The Home D partment did not concur \\Ith the nbo"-c view of 
the Viceroy It felt that the rcg1stratton of volunteer organisations 
v.ou1d unneces~:mly create troubl .. for the 'ldmm1strahon ii It also 
believed and to a great extent rightly that minor organisations 
could comply \\1th the Oovernment circular but wide-spread and 
powcrrut orgamsattons \\ould hardly give s:i.tisfactory return 
rallure to comply the orders of registration \\ould Je:m: Go\'ern 
ment no altcrn'\t1ve but to enforce compliance or declare the 
organisation uola\\ful To the Honie Department any kind of 
rcstnct1on on volunteer organ~llons would invariably produce 
resistance fln11ly leadmg to civil d1sob d1em:c 3 Moreover 
lrmnles~ '\ssoc1at1ons Ille Boy Scouts or Cadet Corps would also 
bavc to come under the same cond1bon and 1f they connn·ed nt 
the crder the Government would be forced 1o dctlare them unlaw 

St1: c:\tra \from a nolc by Home Mcmb f dated i\pnl4 1940 Home 
Dcuartment f"!!e No 74/3/40 Pol (ll p J 

.. lbfd p 6 
Ibid p 9 
E;ttract from a note by Home Member (.~tcd Apnl 4 1~0 Home 

P pattment Fii No 74/l/40 Pol (1) p 11 
Ibid 1l 
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ful notwitbstandmg their genume sympathy with the organisation 
Tlus would involve the Government m an embarrassing position, 
precJp1tatmg a conflict between 1t and the orgamsation 11t 

In view of the above drawbach m the registration, the Home 
Department considered 1t undesirable to rouse popular agitation 
by mtroducmg a policy of doubtful efficacy J 5 :But 11 considered 
that the formation of some sort of policy to deal with volunteer 
orgamsations-private armies as they were called-was a necessity ~e 

What were the views of Provincial Governments towards 
volunteer organisations ? The Secretary to the Government of 
Jndm sent out a circular to all the Provmc1al Governments and 
Chief Comn11ss1oners to consider the questmn seriously and to 
ascertain as to '"hat their attitude was with regard to the volunteer 
movement which existed m almost all provinces and constituted 'a 
potential source of cons1detable danger to the peace of Im'ha • and 
as these orgamsahons were 'largely communal' constituted on all 
India basis what would be uniform policy to control their militant 
character 21 The Home Department for the mter1m period suggested 
that 1t would be advisable for all Provmc1al Governments to 
suppress the 'private arnues' cndangermg public safety and even 
after this if these bodies were found to be dnlhng with arms which 
tended to threaten the public order the Government would issue 
nobficat1ons under Rules 54 and 58 of the Defence of India Rules Ill! 
But tf these orders were still to be defied the Home Department 
suggested that steps would be taken to declare the defiant 
organisation unlau ful under the Crmunal Law {Amendment) Act and 
the action agamst the bodies which e1..1sted over more than one 
province would be tal..en under the Defence of Ind1a Rules with the 

"lbu! 
•• Ibrtf, 18 
"Ibid 
•· Secret letter S No S. No 74/3140, Pol Government or India Home 

Dcpartm<lnt, from E Connin Smith, CIE, ICS, Secretary to Goiernmen~ of 
India dated Simla, Apnl 30, 1940 (P 99) Home Department, 74/3/40. Pol (I) 

.. f61tf' p 100 
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consultations or the Go\crnment concerned :9 

The Provincial Govemmentsreaddy responded to 1t D1fferentop1 
nions "'ere sent by different prounccs to the Central Governt"'cnt 
The Government or D1har welcomed the proposed course of action 
nnd appre<:1ated the desirability of a uniform polity througbout the 
country S<J In the opinion of the Go\ernment oCMadras 1tlie elrt!!.t 
of such 11ct1on would not be great 1r proceedmgs \\CCC talen only 
agamst the organisations found drilltng with arms lt suggested a 
complete ban on all the organ1sat1ons a1 The GovernmMt or 
Assam gave a \\hole hearted concurrence to the Central GoHrn 
ment s circular Sl TI1e Chd Comm1ss1oner of AJmer Mewar 
tnformed the Secretary that the method outlined by the Central 
Go\ernrnent suited the country m the preladmg situation His 
opm1on W"\S based on a report oft!ui Supenntendent of Pohce \\ho 
said I consider the various \olunteers to be not only serious 
menace to law ind order but that they constitute a potential threat 
to the existence of GO\ernment I would make no d!lTerent1abon 
between organisations that dnll \Hlh ofi'enme \\eapons and thOse 
that do not I \\ould ban all orgaD1sahons wruch claun a m1htary 
character or profess to 1mpan instructions m mtbtary matters or 
whose members v.ear a distinctive umform The Comrruss1oner 
citing the above report regretted the 1sohted action by the Provin 
ciat Go\ernrnent and deplored the absence of any \\ell defined and 
coordmated country Wide policy $3 

• Si:c:rel leuer 10 all the Provincial Go\crnmenls rrom E Conran Smith 
St"Cretary to the Clovi:mment of lnd1:s Sunla dated April qo 1940 Home 
D~artment 14/3/40 Pol (1) p 101 

.. Sec lhe lcller of Mr Y A Godbole Chief Secretary to the Clovem 
rncnt of lllhar to Stcrctal'Y to the Government o( lnd1a dated Moy 9 l!l40 
Home :0 partmcot F No 74{3/40 Pol (I} p JOG 

Sec letter of the Chi r Secrcta ry to lbc: G ovemmcot or M adr11s lo tho 
Secretary(Hoinc) Government otind1a dated May9 1940 HomcDep1rtment 
r No 74/l140 Pol (I) p 110 

Letter of the Chief Secrel:try lo Assa.rn Oo\'Crnment to tbe 5mtbt)' 
Rome Department d11c:d May 11 1940 Home Department F No 74/l/40 
Pol (1) I' 111 

• CWcf Con11111ssloner s Jetter 10 Secretary Home Department dated 
May 21 1940 Home Department F No 74/l/40 Pol (I) p J21 
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The Government of the Central Provmces and Berar held 
entirely different Vlews It reported that the majority of tl1e 
volunteer organisations m their provinces were purely of mushroom 
growth and none of them posed a menace to the harmonious 
workmg of the adn11111stratton °1 

It further said that Mahatma Gandhi was encouragmg the 
recruitment of volunteers and the provmc1al Government were of 
the opinion that the Congress was watching the action of the 
Government in relatton to volunteer organisations and m case a 
umform policy was followed, it would launch a c1v1l d1sobed1ence 
movement Contrary to the opm1ons of others it held that tile 
Government's policy m relation to volunteer organ1sattons would 
ram hue and cry and even the most moderate section of pubhc 
would resent 1t 3• 

The Agent to the Governor-General at Quetta welcomed t!1e 
formation of a uniform rule regardmg axes, spades, Jatllls, knives 
wluch were actually not arms but could be used as weapons during 
communal disturbances ao 

The Government of the Pun3aband t11e UmtedProvmces treated 
the subject fairly m details They made very comprehensive tl1011gh 
ddrenng replies The Punjab Government dittoed the proposal for 
a uniform pobcy to be followed Smee 1t was the home of 
Khaksars, 1t believed that the function of any orgamsation even of 
a 'semi md1tary' character was a menace to the smooth \\orkmg of 
the admm1strat1on It also thought that in the Punjab the 
activ1ttes of the An1uman-1-Kliaksaran served as an example lo Sikh 
and Hmdu organisations and 1f such organisations, havmg even 
quas1-m1htary attitude, bad not been prolub1ted, they would prove 
fatal to the peace and tra11qu1hty of the: provmce Thus the Punjab 
Government supported the origin al plan put out 10 the Government 

·• Cluef Commissioner's leller to Sccretnry (Home Department), dnted 
May 22, 1940 Home Deparment, f' No 74/3/40, Pol (I), p 124 

" See ChJcf Comm1ss1oner's letter to Secretary (Home Deparlt11ent), 
dated M~y 22, 1940 Home Departme11t, F!lc No 74/3/40, Pol (I), p J24 

"See Chief Comm1sS1oner's Jetter Secret No 447/S-7-Misc/40, to 
Sccrctnry, G1>vernment of India, p 142 
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of India s leucr of April 30 1940 37 

The Government of Che United Provinces expressed their 
aw1rencss of the \ olunteer movement comg on nominally in therr 
ptOHDCCS but denie<J the nlJegal!On Of the VO)Unlecr orgamsations 
having involved m commun'll notlllg and refused to admit that 
the 1'.haksars though overwhelmmgly Muslim had shown leanings 
towards communal disturbances The provmc1al note discussed 
the Muslim League and the Congress ~olunteers but JDdicated 11s 
abhorrence against the Youth League wluch happened to be m 
reality a tourist organ1salron wod.mg underground and possessing 
a certain number of .fire-arms It shO\\ed its unwdhngness to 
Jropose restru:t1ons on \olunteers e1tbcr for their drilling or for 
c.nrrymg arms to be used as weapons It felt that owing to dlil'cr 
ences 10 pohtlc:Ll situations each provmce sl\ould be lctl free to deal 
with volunteer problems m accordance with lhc requucmcnt of the 
situation The question of wammg to be given to volunteers 
should also be left to the d1screhon of the provmc1al Governments 
Thus the substance of their replies was that they have haJ no real 
d1fficuU1es \Hth volunteer assoc1at1ons To take 11ct1on now against 
any of them \\ould cause a row It 1s ne1th r nece»ary nor des1r 
able to prcc1p1tate a conU1ct u 

The C.ntral Oovernment having ro::e1ved th VIC\\ s of provmc:cs 
was now in a pos1t1on to analyse the s1tuauon The '1ews e'(pn:sscd 
by the provinces in accordance wstlt lhetr respc..el!ve pol1hcal 
cond1!1ons md1catcd considerable difference of op1111on \vbich the 
!Jome D1..parlm1.nt could not ignore At the same time 11 was 
evident that the growth of these organisations had reached a slag;: 
where n definite policy was required to be rormulntcd 'rbe Wotld 
War ll bad begun and m a very short time 1t b~am app:i.rcnl 
that tt '1.ould be mot1. devastating than World Wat I Tl1e Muslim 

&e Secret :i'ld Confidc11t1al l ttcr or the Chier Secretary to Govern 
ment of Punjab to !>ccrcury Oovcrnmcnt of India llomc Depa{tmcnt dated 
Simla May 20 1940 Home Deparlll'lml P No 74/3/40 Pol (I) P 119 

•• S« Conlidtntial t.euer of lbc Chld Secrt\1.ry, OO'l'crnmcnt oC Ut 
dalc1;1 Na!1111al May 9 1940 Horne Depar11ne11I f'lle No 74/3/40 Pol (I) 
pp 107-9 
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League and the Congress had dechned to support the country-w1dc 
Cmc Guard Movement maugurated by the Government, and the 
decmon of the Congress to abandon the creed of non-violence :md 
to enrol more volunteers convmced the Government of the necessity 
for some practical steps But as law and order was the respons1· 
b1bty of t11e provmcial Governments, their opm1ons were not to be 
ignored 3' 

Sir Richard Tottenham, Secretary to the Government, Horne 
Department was of the op10ion that 1f the Government of India 
contemplated to take some action against the volunteer bodies, 
whtle wishing to avoid proo1p1tatmg a conlllct, the only course lay 
open to it was to announce a warning to the m1sch1ef mongers and 
appeal for cooperation to those who wished to have peace After 
a thorough study of the issue the Secretary further held that the 
proposal to take action against those volunteer orgamsat1ons 
having arms bemg used as weapons was not proper He un
doubtedly admitted that the 'open dlsplay' of arms was objectionable 
but wl1at was the guarantee that volunteer organisation havmg no 
arms ltlce !atlus, spade, axes, swords would not use them m case of 
emergency They could be collected and kept m readmess by 
orgamsat10ns professing to have no arms Therefore he pleaded 
that action should be taken against the whole conception of 
volunteer associations and no assoc1auon should be spared He 
made the followmg suggestion to the Government of India roughly 
as a basis for an announcement 

'Bemg convmced that solidarity 1s the only remedy for feelmgs 
of msecur1ty, and recogmsmg the natural desire of large number 
of the mhab1tants of India, mespcctive of colour, creed, caste or 
poht1cal party, to combme and do their bit for the safety of the 
country, the Government have recently started the Cmc Guard 
Movement, in order to provide a Jeg1trmate and useful outlet for 

,. SeeSe~ret 00 No 74/3/40, Pol Home Department, Sunla, June 18, 
1940 to J G La1thwa11e, CS!, ICS, Private Secretary to His Excellency the 
Viceroy rrom R Tottenham, enclosmi: a copy of his Mter dated Apr1130, 1940 
to Provincial Governments, pp 16, 18 
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the feelings 
It is '"1th the greatest regret that they have learnt the dec1s1on 

or certain poh11cal bodies to boycott the e civic guards and the 
111tent1on of one of tht.m lo expand their own volunteer organua 
t1ons while at the same time nbandomng to some extent Ute creed 
of non v1olencc to \\h1ch they havi. so Jong been pledged 

ihe Oo\ernment oflndia are conv1nci..d that the mult1phcn 
!Jon of\ohmtecr orgamsat1ons mosdy constituted on communal 
or p:irtY lines so far from reducmg the feelings of insecurity 
occ1s1oned by the \Hlr will only create a Victous c1rcle and so 
accentuate those feelings 

They hn\.e no desire to take action without warning against 
these volunteer assoc1at1ons which hive hitherto been allowed 
to fu11ct1on without interference They hale decided however 
that the time has come to issue orders undet the Defence oflndh 
Rules prol11b1tmg drilling of a military nature or of the \\eating of 
unofficial uniform by an; associations that is not spcc1aUy 
recognised by the provincial Government concerned (or by th~ 
Central Go\ernment \\here such organisations are of an All India 
churicter) Tiley have no doubt that many of the members of 
these :issocnhons \\ould find a better outlet for their enthusiasm m 
tbc civic guard$ and tbat the pubhc generally will feel g1e:iter con 
fid1.ncc m those bodies than m tile d1frerent and ofien nval organisa 
lions that now ell'.ISt 

lfthesc measures are not found to be sufficient furthc.r acuon 
mJy J1a'e to be talen lo declare such organisations to be unl:!~ful 
associations t 

Apart from the nbo\e the Defence of lndn Rules also could 
be or 1mmi:nse help tl> the Go~ernmcnt Ru!~ S4 S8 and S9 of the 
Di.fence or India Rules prelented the cnrryin~ of articles capable of 
being u~ed ns :inns and gave pO\\~r to the Oovemment to control 
ttnl.l\\ful drilltni;,, i.nd restrict the weann1t. of unoff«:tJ.l uniforms 
Now the question tl1.it nntumlly nmes 1s wha! was Jt that the 

Sir l\1eh~tdi'attcriham s letter d:ilcd l\111 '%5 l940 Rom Oep:i.rl 
m~nt r No 73/3/40 I ol (I) l'P 19 21 
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Government wanted to prevent and to d1v1de the activities which 
1t considered dangerous 

Drilling, uniform and the arms were the things that were the 
concern of the Government 41 

Drilhng was the mam activxty of the volunteer orgamsatious 
It obviously created a sense of 'private army' to supplant the British 
Government Ostensibly these were the Boy Scouts but they 
functloned under approved control and thCJr only object was 
physical training in educational institutions But other volunteer 
orgamsatmns misused drdhng and considered 1t a seedling to 
pnvate army, and it was tlus which the Government wanted to be 
declared unlawful '~ 

Connected with dnlhng was the questzoii of uniform which 
indicated an organisation whose members were ready to act together 
for a common end Even if the members of an organ1satto11 did 
not take up dnllmg but put on a certain type of umforrn, it was 
also considered to be obJectionable The Congress Volunteers who 
wore some d1stmcuve umform but did not drill or carry arms were 
also considered a menace as it did excite the general pubbc-forcmg 
the masses of their separate entity Action under Rule 59 was 
suggested. for this 4i 

Then there were arms wlllch iliese organisations used durmg the 
drill and presented no little danger to the Government It cmtld 
be controlled tinder Ruic 54 Carrying of arms by the members of 
an organisation, resortmg to drillmg and wearmg uniform was 
considered a 'clearest evidence• of usmg force and therefore a 
restnct1on Oil it was essential 44 

After a thorouglt study of the subject 1t was considered that 
drillmg was the fountain of a!I mischief and action should be taken 

"Ibid, 23 
•• S1~ Richard Tottenham's letter dated June 2S, 1940, Home Department, 

rile No 73/3/40, Pol (I}. p 24 
••Sir Rlcllard Tottcnham's letter dated June 25, 1940, Home DcplU't

rnent·, Frie No, 73/3/40, Pol (I), p 24 
" lbrd, pp 25, 26 
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against it under Rule 59 and no action under Rules 54 and 58 was 
co11sidered adv1s:ible i 

The vital question confronting the Home Department was 
whether action should be taken by the Central Government or 
should 1t be left to provmcr:il Oo\ernment The attitude of 
United Provinces and the PunJllb has already been stated Whtie 
the Government of UP considered It pnm"r1fy the responsibd1ty 
of the provincial Go\crnment and asked 1t to be ten to therr d1scre
t1on the PunJ:tb thought 1t otherwise and preferred it to be lento the 
Centre This gave rm~ to an emb1rassmg pos111on le would ~ 
tamly be difficult for 11 province where ,oJuntecr organisations were 
not creating :my problem to restrict dnlhng or \\caring ofunifocm 
but at the same tune the absence of .i. common policy would mal..e 
action more difficult in pro\mces where tt \\as badly ncaled This 
1Ld to a heated d1scuss1on m U1c: lmpenal Council Ultunately 
the Central Govc:rnmc:nt agreed tb:it the Go,ernmc:nt of eacl1 pro 
Vince would e'Ccrc1se a reasonable d1scrc:t1on 1n cnforc:tng the orders 
as cm:umstanees demanded n 

The orders 1ssu"d tn connectmn with the \olunteet policy or 
the Qovernmc:nt brought forth Press comments They pleaded that 
the Gou:rnment v.antc:d to ban all assocntions for the sake of 
C1v1e Guard Sir Richard Tottenham in a press communique dated 
August 19 1940 clar1fyJ11g tl1e stand of the Central Oo\crnim:nt 
said that not an nssoc1at1on -is such but only certain act1V1t1es were 
banned M1btary dnlhng and \\caring of n uniform resembling 
m1h1:iry or ofik1al uniforms WLfC no Jess than the 'Jmllat1ons of 
m1htan methods M.1htary methods were designed for a ccrtnui 
obJc:ct that 1s the display of dm:1phned force Those who copied 
thc$C: m"thod~ llad the same ob;ect m v1 w and therefore only those 
achvibcs \\ete banned It further e:1.p!a1ned that the pfopos1l\On 
thit pr1H1tc armies were dangerous m pr1nc1p!e and that tbey \\Ou Id 
do much hann to society if pennmed to function on communal Imes 
v.outd warrant Government action under the Defence ofindsa Act 

' S1r n.1clard 'rottcnbaln s lcttco!a.led JWlC 2S 1940 Home Ihpatt 
ment F1ie No 7313/ 0 Pol (I) P 26 
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The declarmg of an undesirable assoc1at1on as unlawful wa~ 
bkely to give offence to tl1e people The Government of India, 
therefore, instructed provincial Governments that there wns 
no use of ftllmg Ja1ls It was however thought expedient that 
leaders or commanders who defied the orders' were to be 
prosecuted 4G Thus we see that the volunteer movement pr~ented 
a problem to the Government a11d m spite of drastic checks the 
Khaksars and other volunteer orgamsat1ons continued their actmt1es 
unabated 

••Home Peparlmeat, File No 73/3/40, Pol (I), PP 52-54 
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CHAPTER VI 

BAN ON KHAKSARS 

TUil SlllAH SIJNN1 controversy (discussed m the foregoing pages) 1n 

wluch the Kb"lksars meddled in their O\\n way and the consequent 
emergence of M'lsbriq1 as a chnmp1on of Musltm cause had 
enhanced his prestige and power 1 Reaching the PunJab he d~ed 
to \\Jden the scope of his mo\ement Tins could be secured by il'.O 

v.ays Firstly by increasing !he c1rculat1on of the party organ 
Al /;/al1 to some 2500 cop1o;.s and secondly by recru1tmg abouf 
'25 lat.b new \oluntcers wllhm six months And he appbed hams~tr 
to this tasl.. The first tbmg he d•d was to nominate go,ernon for 
va[lous pro' mces He repubhs:hed his pamphlets Aksari;at 
>a Khun and BaJ 1111 /.f(laf with the ndd1t1on of some imprcssne 
para2raphs The former bemg the Prcs1dent1al Address deh,ered 
by him m 1938 at Indore had already won d1stmct1ot1 and lhe 
rcv1~ed text attracted publii. atlent1on nil the more Ma$hr1q1 ID 
the: rt\<1sed tc'\t said 

At this ttme rcom Peshawar to Cape Comonn nnd Ccom 
Karachi to Rangoon there are m whole or Tnd1a 2500 centres or 
work In our register there are entered more than li hl.hs of 
trained khaksar soldiers and there 1s no end of sympatbis..ts In 
our treasury named Baj t ul Ma al there 1s immovable and movable 
property m!;!udmg cash amounting to nbout Rs 20 lal..hs 

•Homa Depnrtment Fde No 74/1/4/) {S«hon l) p tos {21) See Notes 
on tbe 1'.haksnr Movement ll JOS OD\\ttnl$ 

Masbttql A.l.sart)at JD Alum p JB 
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Not only did the pamphlet furmsh mformat1on about the 
organisation, it also threw light on the general policy of the 
Khaksars In that very pamphlet to g:et new recruits from India 
he mspmngly wrofe 'The sui:eramty always belongs to the people 
wlio can shed blood We should prove to the English people that 
we the Musa!mans alone have the right of bemg guardians of 
Hmdustan The rems of the Government of Hmdustan should be 
m our hands alone All the h1stones of the world show that 
governance and shedding of blood liave gone together No nat1()n 
can claim to govern Hindustan except Musalmans '3 

Like Aksariyat ya Kl111n, Bayt-111-Maal also makes a sed1t1ous 
readmg It says . 'The next stage of the movement, which I want 
to atta111, is that m every circle, m every d1str1ct and m every tehsll 
tliere should be military estabhshment of Khal..sars The Quran 
gives distinct orders that the Musalmans, to oppose their enemies 
should have as far as possible material for power especially canton
ments of horses so that they may strike terror mto the hearts of 
their enemies and the enemies of God 1n short I want that 
m every district, there should be 50 young horses at least and 
50 tents and along w1th the horses and tents there should be carts 
and mules for carrying luggage, saddle, ropes, pegs, sword, daggers 

.gunpowder, army musical bands In that v,ay only can 
Islam force conquer In this way alone can we muster thousands 
and lakhs of soldiers m one camp Th.e ame when we can 
command soldiers to lay down their hfe and property is yet 
distant'' 

The passages quoted above reveal a drastic change in Mashnq1's 
tbmk1ng and tone compared to what 1t was nme years ago The 
passages, without any iota of doubt themselves spcal.. of the mten
tton of the Khaksar leader which was to supplant the Bntish 
Government in India by use of force Truly spealmg, this form of 
the mo>ement was not novel Mashnq1, from the very mcept1on 
of the movement, had military motives m view and trained the 

•Jb1d. p 11' 
• Mnsbnq1, BAYt-11!.Maal, pp 5, 7, 8 
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khaksan to ousl the 1mpcru1hsts from India 
The Government could not connive at the pubhcahon of the 

pamphlets wluch had spread sensation m JJr1tish cu:de Government 
offic1a!s apprehended lhat if the Khaksars were \'!Ctorious 
tns\tsh men women and ch1ldten throughout India would be 

massacred Jt \\auld be more disastrous than the mutiny ns 1t 
would be n revolution or Muslims throughout Jnd1a $ Mabntma 
Oandht and Mashnq1 were compared and 1t \\as saul that \\hlle 
the form r het.1 out tile hope of g ttm~ SwaraJ within a ye·u and 
induced tl1ous11nds of people to go to JtUl the latter by hold111g 
out the hope or dmmg 1hc tnghsh at an earher date had succeeded 
m enlisting thousands of Muslims for th F..haknr organisation• L 

'{ t,...\\ hat happened to the P:unphlets ns also to the J..hal.snrs 
Iemams yet to be unfolded Jn view of the alarming 111tun1lon the 
pamphlets \\ere proscnbed Security w1s demnnded from the 
Muhammadan Steam Press wh1cf1 printed the pamphlets and the 
party paper Al lslafr As 1t r·ulcd to furnish the secunt> AC lsfal1 
had to cease pubhc:it1on and 1t had to go to some other press In 
Deihl to resume pubhcat1on Oo\-ernment serv1nts were prohibited 
from 1om1ntt either the Khals11r or other polltical organ1s:Jt1ons 
·md under Rules 58 (T) and 54 (J) of the Defi:nce or India Rules 
drilling of n military nnture and carrying of 1ons were declared 
stnctly pro1nb1ted throughout the Punjab~ Tl1ese orders apphed 
to all arganis1t1ons ahlc but the J..haJ.sars tool.. 1t seriously nnd 
resohed to violate tl1em The infuriated Mashnq1 rroceeded to 
Delht from Lahore to seek an interview \Uth the Viceroy but faded 
He therefore m a press statement rellerated that be did not 
c;ons1der that the reslnct1on on drill a!Tcctcd the 1'.hal..sars wlllch 
\\as purely a soc10-rehg1ous movement. But the Pun1nb Govern 
ment stood by its former announcement Mashr1qi then sent out 
secret messages to Khaksars both 1ns1d~ and outside the Punjab ta 
send volunteers and Janbnzs to Lahore to lay a bed of coqiscs 

Home Department File No 74/2/40 Pol (I} 
Hom4l Pcpartnwnt File No 74/2/40 l'ol Section {I) P l 

' Uomi: Dcpartn1c111 rile No 74/l/40 Pol SC(t1on (I) P JO~ f.!IJ 
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ro11nd Sir S1kandar's Charpoy' m the event of clash between the 
Khat.sars and the Government a 

The call of the great leader was received by thousands of 
Khaksar volunteers ltke a thunderbolt The agitated Khaksar 
volunteers started rushing to Lahore The mtcl11gence staff '~as 
after them and Mr J T M Bennett, the Deputy Inspector General 
of Police (CJD) of the Pun1ab, mformed all Supermtendents 
of Police about their anti-government act1V1tles He further 
mformed his admm1stratton that tl1e Khaksars were not only ready 
to offer resistance to their arrest but they would attack the police 
He asked them to persuade the 'Khaksars from resistance and to 
deal with them effect1vely 1f they actually do resist ' 9 But nobody 
had any control on the situation which was worsening specdtlv A 
plan was hatched that 313 Khaksars should march to the Badshah1 
Mosque m defiance of Government's orders The number of 313 
had a umque s1gmficance The intention was to arouse religious 
paSSlon as 1t remmded the Khaksars of the 313 followers of the 
Holy Prophet of Islam who accompanied him to htS first battle to 
sacriftce their hves for him to 

By comc1dence the session of the All-India Mushm League was 
gomg to be held m Lahore on March 19, 1940 Therefore as .a 
precautionary measure the Police of the adJommg districts was also 
called there to mamtatn law and order The s1tuatmn was tense and 
col11s1on seemed imminent In h1sANote on lheKJiaksar Movement, 
Dr Sir Z1ya-ud-Dm Ahmad says that when the relation between 
Mashr1q1 and S1r Sikandar Hayat Khan, the Premier of the PunJab, 
had turned from bad to worse, he l!lterv1ewed both of t11em and 
implored them to end the host1hty But because of their personal 
equation he failed to conc1hate Sir S1landar told Sir Z1ya-11d-Dm 
that his action was merely to avoid Hindu-Muslim conJ11ct, wh1cl1 

- was brewing m Lahore as it was rumoured that Mr B1rla had 

•Home Department, File No 74/1(40, Pol (Section I), p 105 (22) 
P Confidential letter NQ 1825-54 CDSB, dated Lahore, March 20, 1~40 

from DIG of Polloo to all SPs of the Pun1ab 
10 Hom<: Department, 7411/40, Pol (Section I), P 105 (22) 
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given Rs SO OOO to non Muslims in the PUnJl\b and had promised 
a further lakh for organising B counter mo~ement To Maslmq1 
1t wns n lame C"<cuse and the concd1at100 proved abort1\e De that 
ns 1t may the tussle beh,een the Government or the Punjab and 
the Khaksirs \\as on the brink of e."<plos1on n 

According to their programme at about 10 30 a m on 
March 19 1940 the 1-..h:iksars began assembhng near the Unch1 
Mosque in defiance of the order of the Government of the PuoJib 
A Police force was rushed to that place and obstructed the move
ment A company off..haksars with sharpened Belchas attacked 
the police In self defence the police opened fire causing death of 
31 and mJunng 63 1.haksars u The Superintendent and Deputy 
Supermtcndent of Police also received serious m1ur1es from 
spades n Within no time the ncv.s of this me1dent was flasbect 
tbrpughout the PunJnb The m1htnry was posted and the AnJuman 
1 khaksaron was declared as an unla\\ful as.oc111tlon undersechon 17 
of the Indmn Ctimm.il Law (Am~ndm nt) Act and certam places 
used as bc1dquarters of the orgamsabon were notified under sccuon 
17 (a) " Tl1e Cluef Secretary to the Pun1ab Government utstructcd 
all D..puty Comm1sstoners in the Punjab to carefully follow lhe 
prov1smns or Section 17 A of the Cnm1nal Law (Amendment) Act 
1909 and to prosecute the J..haksars unless they were satisfied that 
the 1'.haksars intended to give up their connection WJth the move
ment Any md1v1dual found contributing to or asst)hng the 
KhaL.sar operations was to be prosecuted 15 

In another letter the Punjab Government informed the Deputy 
Comm1ss1oncrs that the District officers \>ere expencncsng difficulty 

1 Home Department. File No 111/40 Pol (I) p 23 
1 Home Pcpartmcnl File N!I 111/40 Pol (I) V .ll 

Note on the Kha\:sar Movement In the PunJ3b Home (Poltt1cal) 
m.: Jl(o S(IO(l<l.f 

'Tbe Pu11.1.ib Oovcmment s Notificahon No 1997 HG 40fll882. 
dnlc:d March 19 1940 

t Conftdcntis! letter Nt> JBSS 86 CDSD rrom Secretary to the Punjab 
Oo,ernmenl to all Deputy C!lmm1R1011cn In the Purusb dated Mardi 20 
1940 

64 



BAN ON R:HAKSARS 

m taclJing the s1tuat1on and therefore 1t wasunnecessarytoproceed 
against persons unless they had been guilty of some illegal-acts 
But the case of Janbazs and other Khaksar leaders was somewhat 
different and they were to be severely treated even 1f they had 
'ceased to wear the outward emblems of the Khaksar Mov(.\rnent •i• 

Accordmg to the instructions a thorough search of the 
K.habar offices was made, pre-censorship imposed and curfew 
promulgated under Section 144 Cr P C The same day the poltce 
raided the Idara-1 Altyah, the Khaksar Headquarters at Ichhra 
The Khaksar took 1t as a last straw on the camel's back Hundreds 
of them were found posted on duty, they refusc;l to lay down 
their Belchas and mtcnded to resist Tear gas was used by the 
police to save the s1tuat1on Surrounding the office by surprise, 
•the police seized records and cnppled the movement Ill the Pun1ab 
This action was taken to prevent the growth of 'private armies' 
and also to check military activ1t1cs on the part of non-oflic1al 
volunteer organ1sat1ons which posed a danger to the peace and 
tranqul11ty of the country 17 

Not yet satisfied with the barbanty meted out to the Khaksars 
m tlte Pun1ab, 1t wanted to persuade all the provmcial Governments 
to declare the Khaksar organisation as an unlawful body A 
letter was sent by the Chief Secretary of the Government of the 
Punjab to the Cluef Comm1ss1oner of Delhi to tins effect, and a 
conference of the Home Member, the Chief Comm1sst0ner of 
Delhi, the Senior Superintendent of Pohce, Delhi and the Home 
Secretary was convened The Chief Secretary required m his letter 
action to be taken agamst the Khaksars and proposed the follow· 
mg act.ton 

(1) the arrest of Allama InayatullalJ Khan Mashr1q1, the 
Khaksar head who was m Delhi , 

(u) the declaration of the Khaksar organisation as an unlaw-

"Confidenual lelter No 2096-2124 CDSB of the Chief Secretary lo 
Government of the PUnJab to all the Deputy Commissioners of the Pun1ab 
dated Match 2S, 1940 

11 Home, Pohhcn1 (I), File No 28[3/11)44 
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ful assoctnhon under Section 17 of the Indian Cr1mmal 
Law (Amendment) Act 1908 

(111) the pre-censorship of n~\S nnd 
(11) the dis onnect1on or the leaders telephone m D...lht" 
The D lh1 Conrercncc accepted the recommendation oftb 

Punpb Government declared the Jo..haksar orgamsallon as unlaw 
ful arrested Mibhnq1 and proscr1bed the Al I.rlah the party orban 
published from Delhi The Khabars became wild with rage 
Hundreds of Janbs.z Pakbazs and khaksars wbo defied the 
Go\ernment order were put behind the bars and mercilessly treated 
KhakSllrs m particular and other bodies m general had become 
V1chms of the ban and according to the ofticml data aboul 200 
pnvate volunteer organisations with a mcmbenh1p or about t\\o 
lal.11 were affected 19 Justifying the action of the Punjab and 
Delhi Government the Viceroy m a telcgraph1c message to 1he 
Secretary of State for India s·ud on March 21 1940 

'This (the 'lrrest) was considered necessary in view particularly 
of orders conl'lmed 1n official organ of IJtaksars to efl"cct that 
quota from other provinces should march on Lahore He w:is 
arrested on the night of 19th in Delhi Also decided the Chief 
Comm1ss1oner Delht should follow example of PunJab and by 
notsfkattonunderCnmmalLaw (Amendment) Act declare khaksars 
organisation to be unlawrul assoc1at1on .-o 

The Central Government thereafter wrote to the provmc1al 
Go\ernment to follow suit and specially asked the Chief Secretary. 
to the Oo\emment of UP (March 20 1940) to issue a notification 
declaring the assoc1a1ton as unlawful Bombay Mndras Central 

I Tlt11 Bomh;ry Ch onfcle June 7 g 1941 '1'hc numbet or penollll dc:tn li
ed under Rule 2.6 or the Defence or India Rule ID C\'otraJly admln stered 111CaS 
as dt$Closed by E Conr1n Smith in reply to P N Sapru was 2SB :rile number 
orthose detained as Sccunty prisoners without trfat 1vas l92 as siakd br i:: 
Conran Smnh In reply to Mr V V J...alllar Tius in~luded the Coni;ress11cs 
the Khaksars and other! Sec 1'/ e Counctl "'State Debatt1 '\I ol J &, Vol U 
1941 pp 170 71 245 respcctl\·ely 

'Ike Co#nt:il of State Debate~ Vol JJ 1940 p S4 
• Home Department [jlc No 74fl/40 Section (II) P 8 
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Provinces, Smd, Punjab, Bengal eonsentedit but the Government 
of United Provinces projected a drlferent VlewPomt saying that the 
volunteers had been 1aw·ab1dmg and that there was no attempt 
on their part to send Khaksars from United Provinces to defy the 
ban m the .Pun1ab Moreover they were very close to the Muslim 
League and Jmnah's appeal for peace had produced cons1derablc 
effect !l2 The Government of N·WFP also felt the same way and 
considered 1t madv1sable to declare the Khaksar associat1~n 
unlawful 23 ' 

No one can doubt the wisdom of the action of tl1e Govern· 
ments of Umted Provmces and North-West Frontier Province m 
leaving the Kbaksars organisation unrestricted When Mr K 
Santhanam asked S1r Regmald Maxwell m the Leg1slat1ve Assembly 
about the nature of the Khaksar drill and activ111cs, he replied that 
it was not really of a mihtary kmd 'They go tbrougl1 some form 
of drill but I should not describe it as military,' he said This 
statement proves that the steps taken by the PunJab Government 
against the Khaksars was more high-handed than they actually 
deserved 2e1 

The declaration of the Khaksar organisation as unlawful 
became a subject of heated d1scu~s1on m the Legislative Assembly 
Dr Sir Z1ya-ud-Dm a protagonist of the Khaksars, asked Mr MaK
well, whether he knew of the offer of fifty thousand Khaksars to 
fight on the Alhes' side m the war ? How thcn could their actm· 
ties be regarded as preJud1c1al to the efficient prosecution of the 
war and pubhc order ? He further mqu1red whether m view of full 
cooperation w!nch Allama Masbr1q1 wanted to give to the Govern-

•l Tiie Bombay Clitomcle, January 6, 1941 
•• See Telegram R No 147-CX, dated March 21, 1940 from Ch1er 

Secretary to Government of UP, Luc!..now to Secretary, Home Department 
Also see Chief Secretary UP's letter to Secretary, Home Department, dated 
June 17, 1!)40 Home Department, File No 74(1 /4[}, Pol (Scc!mn II), p 10 

" Sec Telegram R No 31-BJ, dated .March 21, 1940, Peshawar, to 
Secretary, Home Department Home Department, File No 74/1/40, Pol 
Se1:t1on n, p 11 

t1 Sec Tire Leg1slm1vc Assembly Dcbate;r, Vol IV, 1939, p 3503 
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ment did the Government intend to tclease him '> ln reply Sit 
Reginald Mnwell spoke m detail on \~hat he regarded as Masbnql s 
ants Government actmt1es quoted passages from the Af Isiah to 
augment lm argument and asserted that he was arrested with a 
v.iew to preventmg bun from acting in n manner preJud1i.1al to cffi 
cient prosecution of the war He demed the o!Ier of 50 OOO Khaks:ln 
made to the Go~ernment by Masbr1q1 and refused to say anything 
about bis release Thereupon Sir Z1ya ud Din reminded Maxwell 
about the telegram of Mashnq1 ofrenng 50 OOO Khal.sar volonleers 
for the war s1.nt to the Viceroy which was detained by the 
Prov\ne1al Government and his own letter enclosmg n copy oftbe 
telegram sent to the Viceroy He regri-lted that such important 
commumcat1ons were detamed \\h1cb could 11avc far reachmg 
etrect on their relations Sir Muhammad Yamin khan and other 
Muslim Councillors also took up the matter stubbornly -3 

On lhc other hand Mr V V kahlar 111 the Count:1\ of States 
raised the question about the ban on volunteer orgamsat1ons H!S 
resolution for J1fcing the ban v.as mainly 111 relation to the Hindu 
voluntary organisations which had come under ban m the wake of 
.l\.haksar act1\lhes He e"<ptessed his concern for Shn Hanuman 
Vya)am Pras:ua \tandat and Rnshtriya Swayam Scwak Sangh 
\\h1ch provided only physical trammg to its members and were not 
'\ledded to any poht1cal body Sir A P Patro replying to Mr 
kalikar s111d th:it the object of all the \olunta.r organ1sat1ons nas 
no other than to form a national army He contended that the 
intention oral! the organisations ''as m1hlary drilling otbcnvm 
Dhoti and Kurta were enoui:h for soc:ml service 

The mc1dent of March J9 and the inhuman treatment of the 
PunJab Government m quelling the Jo...haksars Juul \\On 1hem 
m)ttad Sympathisers who looked dol\n upon the llChon Of tbe 
Punjl.b Government Agitation favouring the khaksatS were 
snevitablc H Umted Provinces Pera Ismail f..ban and Abmndabad 

Tlit Ltt $/a1/vr Ammhty Debat~J Vol II &. IV 1940 pp 208. 1611 
7l 

11ome Depnrlmcnt Pol (I) File No 2612/1942 Pohucal 
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became the centres of ag1tat1on and demanded immediate release 
of Mashr1q1 21 But the Government would not yield 2s - Instead 
1t proceeded with serious steps Strict vigilance was kept on the 
press TI1e Information Bureau mformcd the Home Department 
tllat the Tulll-1-lslam, a Urdu monthly magazine, released from 
Delh1, published pro-Khaksar articles and ed1tonals It also repor
ted that a certain Chaudhry Ghulam Ahmad, BA, of the Home 
Department contributed articles to tt under the nom de plume of 
Parwez These articles were of non-pobt1cal and rebgtous nature, 
but they were ob1ected to on the ground of Ahmad bemg a member 
of the Home Department ~0 

The annual session of the AlHndia Muslim League, as stated 
above, had been called for March 22, 1940 The March 19 met· 
dent had led people to believe that the session had been cancelled 
The opponents of Sir S1kandar Hay at Kl1an had blackened his 
political career Mr M A Jmnah was obbv1ous of the tyranny 
bemg committed on Muslims m the PunJab and it was 1ns1sted 
that J1nnah should take the matter mto his own hands But 
Jmnah, a man of firm determmat10n as he was, did neither 
think of postporung the Lahore session nor was he w1llmg 

•? The Muslun Assoc1allon of Dern Isroa1l Khan passed the followmg 
resolution 

'This representative meeting of the Mus$almans of Dera Ismail Khan, 
vehemently demands from the Government of Jndia the 1mmed1ate release of 
their beloved great leader Hazmtullama lnayatuUah Khan Mnshr!q1 and in 

very strong words demands from the Governmcml of the Pu'1Jab that it should 
forthwith remove the charge of violence from the Khaksars so that m the 
'present regnne of war the atmosphere may become pacified • Homll 
Peparlment, Pobt1cal, File No 74/8[1940, Pol (I) 

u Home Department (Pohticn.I), (I), File No 28/2/1942 
•• The Home Oepnrtment considered the case and wrote 'Rule 19 of 

tile Government Servants Conduct Rule, 1926 provides that a Government 
servant may contribute anonymously to the Press, but must confine lumself 
wllhm tlte limits of temperate and reasonable d1scuss1on, and that, 11' Ins con
nec:tlon with the press 1s contrary to the pubhc mtcrest, Government may 
Withdraw hts liberty to contribute In this case as the articles are of n rehg1ous 
and non-polltlcal nature and arc cm1tributcd anonymously the conduct or 
tlie clerk does Dot seem obJectlollable • See Horne Dapartment, File, No 33/20/ 
41 Pol (l) 
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to O\erlook the Klmbar affair As scheduled the session starttd 
on March 22 and Jmnab took up the 11..haksar trag dy Bypa.uini. 
a resoluLton Jmnah won back the outgoing Musluns The resolu 
t1on pin~ on record the Leagues deep sense or sorrow at the 
tragic 1nc1denl of .March 19 C'l:presscd sympathy for the aggne\ed 
demi.nded an lmpartud contm1ttee of inquiry and appClllcd to the 
Government to rescmd their orders declaring the Kha1.sars to be 
an unlawful association at an early date iro Nawab Bahadur Yat 
Jang a Khaksar leader of Hyderabad sinned negotiations w11b the 
Government with a VIC\\ to bring about the withdrawal of restric> 
hons on the Kha.ksars and the order declaring them as a lav.ful 
association But nothing came out of his efforts Sir Sikaodar 
Hayat m an Assctnbly speech made 1t clear that the Government 
would w1thdtaw the orders only when 1t was satisfied lhat tbt 
kbaksars would not attempt to defy law and order Towards the 
end of 19-10 the AnJuman 1 Khaksarao appeared to be out of et1s 

tene1. llS most of its officials were arrested or shadowed and no 
sign of its revival was vmblc 

After the arrest of Mashnq1 who was put in the Vellore Jail 
(Madras) the rcspons1b1hty of contmmng the molement fell on 
the shoulders ofl11s two lieutenants These were Bashir Ahmad 
S1dd1ql of Peshawar and Dr Muhammad lsm::ul Nam I of Lnhon: 
Baslur Ahmad S1dd1q1 "'as 3 shrewd pol1t1c11n and from 1922 to 
1939 had been to J3.tl many ttmcs On the occasion of the Princ;c 
of Wales vmt to Peshawar hr. raised an ag1lat1011 and was $ent to 
jatl He then Joined 1he Sarlmd of Pe ha\\at as a sub-edstor In 
1930 he fonocd the Muslim Nau;~wan 1 Sarbad When the l..haJ.. 
sar movement was in tbe m3lang he acted ns its Salar 1 Jang and 
by sheer dint of hard labour he became the lieutenant of 
Mnshnq1 ln 1940 he toured the <hstncts ofFerozpur Anmts1r 
Jullunder Ludhiana and Ambala to reinforce the Khaksan Jn the 
Pun;ab IIc atlelldcd camera meetings of KhakSars at Abgarh 

M H Salyid op dt pp 3l7- 3 Muhammad Rau khan Wltat 
l'TkE Frt~dom (Madn1s 1969) p C:O Asoka Mehta and Acb,yut Patw11rdlwl 
71ie Ccmn 1J1tal Trla111lt (Allahab11d 19-42} p 4l 
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and Meerut which decided that negotiations for a settlement with 
the Government should continue, and in the case of failure, the 
order of Maslmq1 roqumng thuty thousand Kliaksars and th1rtcen 
hundred Janbazs to reach Lahore should be given effect to. 
Rumours also were c1rculati.ng m many places that he had set up the 
Khaksar headquarters at Mecrut and was directing the Khaksar 
acliv1!Jes from there In the offictal circles he was considered as 
a clever and dangerous agitator and a keon Khilafatist a1 

His other lieutenant, Mr Muhammad Ismail Nam1, JOmed the 
movement m l.937 and by 1939 was considered to be one 
of the most powerful leaders of the orgamsat1on 

In February 1940, when Mashriq1 v1s1ted Delhi on the proscr1p
tion of his pamphlet Aksar1yat ya Klum, he took Dr Nam1 with 
b1m and after his arrest Mashnq1 reportedly proclalllled him as 
Anur, and he took: up the administrative work of the movement 
He published statements m the Bagl11, the l/1smi and Atlakar, 
demandH'lg removal of the ban and release of Mashr1q1 He 
further mSisted that no one save Mashnq1 was authorized to 
negotiate with the Government, and fatlmg these demands he 
would move to Lahore with 30,000 Khaksars and 13,000 Janbazs 
to translate hJS dream mto action The acnv1ties of both the 
lieutenants were closely watched and the PunJab Government wrote 
to tl1e Home Department that 1t was of the utmost importance 
that they should be placed under restraint, bemg the most active 
orgarusers of the Khaksar movement, m the capacity as members 
of tile Idara·1-Abya appomted by lnayatullah Khan before !us 
arrest 32 The Home Department, therefore, issued order for their 
1mmed1ate arrest which was done The former was arrested, while 
the warrant agamst the latter continued chasms him from one 
place to another for a long time 

11 HPmeDeparlment, File No 74/4/A/40, Pol (I) 
11 See letter of the Chief Secretary to Government of Pun1ab to the 

Secretary, Government oflodia, Home Department, No C-777, SDSB, daled 
Stmla, I: May 24, 1940 
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NO MORE UNLAWFUL 

SNcf THE DtCLllRATION of the h.hnksars a9 nn unlawful assoc1ation 
and dctenllon of Mashr1q1 m the Velfore Jail Madras the demand 
for the restoration of both was steadily growmg Str Rlcbatd 
Tottenbim tbe Add1t1onal Secretary lo lhe Go1ernment oflndia 
Horne Pcpllrtment mlus letter dated March 1 1941 to the J D 
Penny Chief Secretary to the Go\ernment of the Punjab com 
mentmg on the Kbaksar orgnms:ttlon rem:irl..ed that the aunlcss 
existence of the khaksar organtsiltion presented a pfobl\.lll which 
c:ontaming as Jt did elements of danger The Punjab GoH~rnmcot 
tott11ly shared tb1s .,1e1v nnd m reply to theAddttlonal Secretary wrote 
that the h.tlnksnrs were gradually becoming n more dtstutbmg 
element who presently had concentrated all their energies on 
securing the release or Masllr1q1 The PunJab GO\\.tnment advised 
Sir Rtcb.ard to resist (be movement to the last because 1r he and 
other llaksar leaders were released the movement would ag:Jm 
grow Not knowing the future intentions or the orgamsets of the 
movement he was at any rate satzsfied that 1f law and order con 
tinued to be enfon:ed tbe movement would die or mertra 1 

Tl1e '\bovc assessment of the A.baksar act!Vftlts 11ner the arrest 
of Mashnq1 was not unfounded As a matter of fact 11 did not 

' S«rel Jetter No CSSB from Chief Scctetaiy to the Punjab Gove111 
mcnl to Addltlo11al Secretary Oo\eminent of Ind1~ }Jome: Deintr~i da1ed 
Laliore Morch 2! 1941 Home l)cparlllleat FJ!o No 74/IHI Pol (l) P1 11 
pp 98-100 
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*-anc and new developments in the Punjab made soon themselves 
felt The Khaksars distributed pnnted Urdu leaflets emphas1smg 
the policy of the party as bemg cooperative to the Government but 
pomtmg out that unless the Khaksar leader was soon released, they 
might court arrest and contmue the ag1tat1011 2 • Allama Mashnq1 
day' was observed on May 2, 1941 m Patna by the display of 
emblems and flags on houses and shops 3 An mllux of Khaksars 
mto the Punjab from other provmces continued and thougI1 their 
number was meagre, the remforcement from outside to contmuc 
the ag1tat1on might have the effect of resuscitating the 2000 old 
Pu11;ab Khaksars who had d1ssoc1ated themselves from the 
movement~ The 1nfl.ux of Khaksars from the N-WFP mdtcated a 
number of 172, from Umted Provinces 125, from Blhar 105, from 
Smd 27 and from Bengal 12, and they had started creating trouble 
in Rawalpmd1, Multan, Hos1yarpur, Amritsar and were extending 
to others d1str1cts s A report said that besides Bashir Ahmad 
S1dd1g1 and Dr Muhammad Iqmatl Nam1, two new influential men~ 
Ghulam Mustafa Bhurgun of Smdh and M1yan Ahmad Shah, Bar
at-Law, ofN·WFP had also 1omed the Idara-1-Abyah, the Khaksar 
High Command This had lurther alerted the Government G The 
mounting resistance of the Khaksars and the counter action of the 
Government was m no way to be beneficial to either of the parties 
Sir Z1ya-ud-Dm Ahmad, the V1ce-Chancellor of theAhgarh Muslim 
Un1vers1ty, who was the well-wisher of both of them, realising the 
gravity of the s1tuat1on, wrote to Tottenham 'From what I have 
been able to see, the release of the Allama or even a gesture which 
may ultimately lead to his release will create very good impression 

•Home Department, Fdc No 18}1/1941, Pol Fortnightly Reports on 
Pol1t1cal Situation m India, January 19'41 

• Home Department, Fdc No 18/5/1941, Pol Fortnightly Report on 
Pohhcal s1tuat1on m lndtn for th" month or May 1941 

• Secret letter of HD Cra1k dated May 23, 1940 from S11nla to Sir 
Regmald Max1Vcl1, Home Member, Governor-General's Executive Council, 
Home Department, rile No 74{1/A/4(}, Pol (I), pp 1-3, 

•Ibid 
'Ibid 
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nmong an the persons interested In the h.bn.ks.:ir Movement l In 
this connect1011 the considered view of the PunJab Government was 
that they 1\-0U\d not succeed m ~etttng the ru111g agitation under ~ 
control unless th"' m:1ghbourmg provinces took. stnn,,ent action to 
help the PunJab Government• The Governments of Bombay 
Madr:is Bengal Central Provmces Smd and the PUnJab had 
declared the Assocr1t1on as unlay,ful after the incident of March 19 
and the Pun.iab Government insisted tb11t N WFP UP and D1har 
should also make a similar declarat1on to ease their d1fficult1es 
But 1f they did not agree the PunJab Government 11ugsesled that 
they could heJp by proh1b1t111g Khaksars under the D~fencc of India 
Rules from proceeding to the Pun;ab The Khaka:i.r sttuati<ln m 
Lahore and Ra\\alpmd1 was cnt1c.'ll and their mfiux from N Wf P 
posed a great danger to the Go..,ernmcnt of lhc Pun;ab • Some 
h..haksar batches bad planned to tale direct action Ahmad Shah 
Dr Ismail Nam1 and their fellow Khal"Sars did not agree W1tb this 
attitude The latter had sent a kit.gram from Calcutta to Q::ud 1 

Azam Jmnab 10 response to his appeal to !he K.halsar le:iders. 
The telegram said Regarding your recent statement I the present 
Head of the J...baJ..sar Mo\ement delegate outhor1ty to you for 
honourable peace w1th the Punjab .Ministry includmg removal of 
the bao of February 28 release of Allama Mashrlq1 and others 
compensatton to the sumvors of those ltllc:d refund of fine and 
return of property confiscated by the Government u Mr Jmoah 
aca:pted the invitation and Dr Nam1 to fac1htatc his effort fot 
pc:ice ordered suspension of the mO\ement temporarily 11 But the 

t Sir Zl,ya ud Orn 10 Tottenham dated Al1prh May 22 !!.14! Uomc 
Deparimenl File ho 74/l f4l Pol (lJ Pt I 

~tlellerof H D Crnrk dated May 2J 1940 [tom Srmla lo Str 
Reginald Max ~It Home Member Governor <l ru:cal s t:xccull\c Collll~tL 
U ..,,. U.-J''ll '11'!1't r: t,. Nn. 7411 AJ~ PQ.1 Ill ~11- t .t 

•See p..uoul 1elcgram da1cd May 31 J940 Crom the Cio\crnor of the 
Punjab 10 Ulc dovc:mor of N WFr Home Deparlment file No 74/A lf.W 
Pol {I) p 14 

H Home Department 'File ~o 14/A 1/40 l'ol (U) p S4 
I n • .t:as•rrn Tune Laho.-c July j2 1940 
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Government of the Punjab was not w1llmg to w1tl1draw the ban 
Tbe Ceutral Intell!gence Bureau was of the opm1on that the with· 
drawal of ban from the KJmJcsar would be asktng for trouble at a 
time when other pohtical parties had turned to mass movement 

The Communist Party was also put under ban but they were 
permitted not to carry on their normal party programme and 
ideology but to ventilate through public propaganda their hatred of 
Fascism and to eucourage a martial spirit m the people to Jom war 
The Khaksars were not considered fit to carry on such a programme 
because they wanted to keep up their separate entity They wished 
to act as a body to advance the prestige and mlluence of theu 
organisation and this was an eye-sore to the Government The 
war situation m Europe and the Far East had forced the Govern· 
ment to thmk m terll15 of war efforts Smee thi: Khaksars were 
considered an obstacle m the war, the Government was not w1llmg 
to do away with the ban, but smce the Communists e::cpressed their 
hatred or Fascism which benefitted the Government in their war 
efforts, restnctwns imposed on them were relaxed ia 

Now the only alternative open to the K.haksars was to shift 
the1r headquarters from Lahore to Al1garh which they immediately 
did aad resumed the pubhcat1on of Al·lslali Between March 
12 and 18, 1941 three meetings of the leadmg Kbaksars, attended 
by M1yan Ahmad Shah, Dr Muhammad Ismail Nam1, Moulav1 
Ahlullah Khan, Dr Sir Z1ya-ud-Dm Ahmad and Nawab .Babadur 
Yar Jung and others, were held Relations between the K.haksars 
and the Government were revlewcd and 1t was decided that a 
deputauon should wait on the Government to clear up m1sunder
standmg and to assure the Government of the basic loyalty of the 
orgamsat1on Mlyan Ahmad Shah. was appointed the 'Qa1d' 
(leader) of the movemcat and it was suggested that the Qaid and 
Sir Z1ya-ud-Din should discuss the question wllh J1nnab l 3 

In November 1941 a section of leftist Khaksars met m Delhi 

u Home Dl:partment, File No 74/4/41, Pol (I), Pt I {Intell1geoee Bureau 
HD)p 149 

,. Home Department, Pde No 74/1/41, Pol (I), p S6 
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to discuss how to secure the release of Allama Mashngi The 
counsclhngs of M1yan Ahmad Shah for patience wer1. set astde 
The meeting decided inter al1a that t\>O J..haks'lrs should o!Tcr 
themsches for arrest daily and on reaching the J:tll they would start 
f11Stmg u M1yan Ahmad Shah the r1ght1st did not parl1c1pate 
but with 'lll the power at his command tried t<l persuade the 
kbal.sars to abandon their acttv1hes He failed 

As decided unammousty the 11..hal.snrs offered theniscl\cs 
volunt'\r1ly for arrest and Fatehpun Mo$que ~me the centre of 
fa.sting for them until the Khaksar lender \\as released Slogans 
hkc Allama Mashr1q1 Zmdabad Allama Mashr1q1 Azad ho 
kha!.sars Zllldtt.b'\d and Hukumat 1 llart-n1a barbad ho were 
echoed n ln Smdh a new movement m suppon of the Khaksars 
was m:iuguroted to org:inise the Muslims who took a pledge to 
v.car a blacL badge on the right arm ns a mark of tcsentment 
aga1nst Ma.sh.r1q1 s detention They declared thcmsehes as F1dnm 
I Islam (Devotees or Jslam) and called lnayatullah Khan Allama 
~iashnq1 as Amir Shariat (leader or the Community) 1• Secret 
and open correspondence bet1\een the )l..hali.sars was intercepted 
and code Je!ters were never delivered to them 11 It is interestrng 
to quote from one of the letters wntten by a. J..haksar to a Salar 
Jn a code language 

J have received yovr fetter All the relatives of India arc 
Wlllin~ that the mamage (meaning agitation) should b.- performe<.t 
very early 'The cond11mn or the father is cntJc:il The 
bnsl. preparations for the marriage are m progress The dale has 
not yet been fixed The time the date w1ll not be fucd till 
complete and adequle arrangements }Jave been made All the 

1 Home 'J) p:1rtmcllt File No 74/l/41 Fol (J) ~ret report d~ted 
No\etnbcr 26 1941 p 154 

u Secret report dated Delhi November 26 1941 Home ,_Departmcril 
file No 7411(41 J>ol (I) p JS4 

The f\.l1aksar Movemcnr Home DC!'llrlment File No 74/l/41 Pol (I) 
p. 171 1n UP the Pu111ab N Wf'P Bhop.:d Jfyderabad there Wl!R' renewed 
Kh:il:s:i.rs aetlVll)' PP 172 7J 

Ibid p l&Z 
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guests attcndrng the marriage will assemble at Dellu • It 1s 
e~pected of you that you will grace the occasion with your w1fo 
and cluldren The bnde's (Government} relat10ns arc not prepared 
to compromise on any terms Therefore the mamage wdl I1ave to 
be performed under compulsion •1s 

The policy of the Government of Umted Provinces was 
Jement to the Khaksars It was w11lmg to negotiate with the 
Khaksar leader M1yan Ahmad Shah as he had been very co· 
operative in the past But hls activ1t1es to the Central Government 
were preJudic1al and 1t telegraph1cally served a warrant of arrest on 
him through the Chief Secretary to the UP Government But 
Sir Hallett intervened and \Hred the Home Department to hold the 
order of Shah's arrest m abeyance and permit him and others to go 
to Vellore to mterVJew Mashnq1 to bring about a settlement l 9 The 
warrant of attest was therefore deferred temporarily and Shah \'ras 
allowed to negotiate with the Government lo M1yan Ahmad Shah 
in his letter dated October 17, 1940, addressmg to the Chief 
Secretary, the Government of UP, wrote that he had been 
pressed by responsible Khaksar leaders to take charge of the 
Khaksar movement and before accepting the leadershtp he "ould 
like to discuss the matter wi.th Allama Mashriq1 and 1r he succeeded 
in persuading him to make a delimte promise with regard to the 
pol1ey of cooperation with the Government durmg the war, he 
would request the Central Government to release btm and 1t would 
\~ork as a check not only on Mashriq1 but on the most extreme 
clement amongst the Khaksars He complamed of the unsym
pathetic attitude of the Central Government m withholding 

1• •This Jetter was :uldressed to Sayy1d Habib Ali A;meo from Delhi 
Sayy1d Habib Ah \\as the Na1b.Halim-1-Ala of Khaksar orgamsallon m 
AJroere • Secret Report, Intelhgenee Bureau, Home Department, Fiie No 
74/1/41, l'ol {I). pp. l.81-82 

"See Telegram R No G/66 dated and rece1•ed August 7 1940 from 
Governor, United Pro\llnces to Home Department, File No 74/1-A/40, Pol (l}. 
p ll7 

••See Telegram No 2939 dated Simla August 8, 1940 from Hom.., 
Departmeot to Clo•emor, UP HomeDel)Mtm~nt File N:i 74/l-A140, Pol (I), 
p 118 
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Mashr1q1 s pension nod 1ssumg warrants of arrest under the Defence 
or India Pules u 

Tht! letter provided a hopeful opporturuty ror a compromise 
behu~en the J..haksnrs and the Government and the Governor of 
UP drew the attention of the Viceroy to 1t The Governor siud 
that the offer or coopernt1on 1s pnmary and entirely genuine and 
that the proposal for the relense of the Allama is secondary 
and mainly important as n condition neccss:iry for suctCSSful 
cooperation u But the Viceroy turned down the request He wrote 
to M G Hallett Governor of the United Provmccs 

I fed no doubt whatever on the materud tb:it I have seen that 
the khalcs:ir movement 1s m fact a dangerous orgamsalton of a 
communal chal't\Cter \\h1!e even 1f 1t may be ptcparcd m its own 
mterests to support government in present c1l'Cllmstan~s ii 1s m 
fact the nearest approach m Ind1n to a \\ell org'lmsed pnvite nrmy 
lt Js only a f1.w months smce "e pubi1cty recognised the danger 
of such organisnt1ons nnd any move on our part which may be 
interpreted ns amounting to the ncccptnm:e of nct1\e help from the 
h..baJ..s:m 1s an organisation \\ould I nm certain be most 
unwise Although the mmement is nt the moment qu1esc:ent
thanks to the action talen ngn1n.~t its Jeadcrs-11 IS 1s I suggest 
above still potenttally violent m character and I do not lhmk st 
is going too far to suS?gt:st that this nltempt at negotmtion 1s 
dictated under n threat more or less veiled of a rene\~al of vJOlent 
acl1V1t1cs u Regnrdmg the release ofM11shr1q1 and cancellntlon or 
the wnrrnnts he s~ud that submission of those persons \\onld be 
untond1t1onal and he did not desire anything but compliance 

with law u 
The unfavourable attitude of the Centre 1s reiterated m another 

• Home Department File No 74/1/41 Pol (r) PI tl 'P 6 
• Sec; Coolidential leller of M O Hallett aovcrnor or UP lo Lord 

.,nldbl!;'U'°' ht.. ~r.:.\.tU l/Jl\.t.t:!i' Ml' "J 'SW\. IJIUllf' Tlt.qtll'Jmcnt File No 
71/1/41 Pol (l) Pt n 

From Lord L!nllthsow to S1t M a Jrallett d:ited Dcccmbct 8 1940 
Home Deparlme11t rile No 74/1/41 Pel (I) Pt If p 9 

1 Ibid p 12 
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letter written to the Chief Secretary, Government of UP dated 
Maron 7, 1941, m which attention of the provmCUll Government 
is drawn to the future of the K.baksars The letter asked the UP 
Government 'to aim at their extmet1on ' But the Government of 
UP dtd not consider 1t advisable 'to extinguish the Khaksar 
movement with a display of rutl1lessness that would not be folerated 
by public opm1on m the case of a body the e:1.ternal professions of 
which are rehgtous and social service and which has the sympathy 
-0f the great body of Muslnns • He had m mmd the other side 
of the picture and 1mag1ned bow the Khaksar could be rendered 
more useful or at any rate Jess harmfu1 to the Government 
Re1teratmg !us Government's stand on the Khaksar movement he 
communicated to the Home Department that the Governor was m 
favour of the release of Mashnq1, whether cond1ttona!ly or un· 
cond1t1onally; the acceptance of any offer of help wluch the 
Khalsar might make, provided it could not impede m any v.ay the 
prosecution ofwar, and the cancellat1on of warrants against the 
K.haksars to brmg them closer to the Government 20 A thorough 
readmg of the correspondence leads one to conclude that the stand 
of the UP Government was quite balanced and that 1s why it did 
not come m clash with the Kbaksars 

Later M1yan Ahmad Shah also wrote to the Pnvate Secretacy 
to the Viceroy expressmg h!S d1sappomtment at the failure to bridge 
the gulf between the Khaksars and the Government He srud that 
he had started bis effort with the aim to prove to the Government 
that the Khaksars were perfectly loyal and were not an obstacle in 

!he prosecution of war In the aforesaid letter, he appealed to the 
Viceroy to withdraw the ban on the Khal::sars, to release Mashnqt 
and Baslur Ahmad S1dd1q1 from Vellore and Lahore Jails respec-

"Secret letter from the Chief SecretnTy, Government of UJ>, to Seere
ta ry Home Department, dated Luc!..now March 19, 1941 The letter of Marcb 7, 
1941 sent to the Government of UP from Centre 1s not traceable It 1$ from 
the reply of Chief Secretary, Go\'ernment of UP's letter ofMan:h 7, 1941 that 
the presel\t author ha~ quot~<l Hom' Departm~nt, Fiie No 74/l/41, Pol (!), 
Pt II, p 94 
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tively and to cancel the w1rrnnt against Dr Nam1 ta 

The Home Department again m a harsh tone repbed to M1y:m 
Ahmad Shnh that even membership of the K.haksar orgnmiation 
tS now technically an olrence lt follows that those who resort to 
active support to the movement render themsehes all Ute more 
liable to the penalties of the law a1 

This athtude of the Home D~partment shO\\cd lack of under 
standing or J11d111n politics Apart from the khaksars there\\ ere 
the Congress and other affiliated bodies whose ncln1t1es v.ere far 
more anti-war B11t the Government either ignored or took mild 
steps ag:ilnst them TlllS differential tre'ltment \\ u undoubtedly 
1n1ended to crush the Khaksar movement How could there be a 
compromise betv.een the khalsars and the Government \\hen the 
latter was determined to wipe out the \ery existence of a movement 
calculated to rend .. r service to the Golernment and the people or 
lntl1a To the credit or the i..haksats 1t may be added that not 
withstanding the adverse attitude of the Government they continued 
to foster friendly relations beh\een the Go~ernment and themselves 
Even prior to this Mashr1q1 wrote from the Vellore Jail Madras 
to the Viceroy :i franlc letter \\l11ch could have been apprecuted 
even by a man of mediocre talents and brought the 11.haksars to 
thi.ir side hut the p~once1ved notion of the Khaksar being a 
potential d:i.ngcr and al$o a preferentl31 treatment checked them 
Masbnq1 wrote The s1tuat1on m Europe has become grave The 
Pun1ab Premie I .submtil is unnecessimly soY.mg bitterness m the 
mmds ofKhalsars and it 1s\h1gh time that we should finish all our 
an1mos1t1es and give everytlu~t; for the defence of Jndia I am 
ready to organize au men at my d1spos:il to shed the last droll of 
blood m accord:ince with the p!Un H E lays do\\n Let H E 
make bis gesture of removal of ba~on us release all prisoners and 

• Letter of M•Ylln Ahmad Sh:lh Dat\at Law Bengali 1'.o1h1 Ahgarh. 
d11ted August"24 ~941 Home VepanD1cnt s:IC NO 4J 01'+ 'lVi. \ 19. 
pp 22 23 

Le!ler rrom Sfr Jt1ch:ird Tottonham Ad 11llonat Scc:rctary to OoYttn 
men! of Jndla (Honte) lo M1yan Ahmad Shafi\. !Jar.at uw llalcd Simla 
Scptcmbe'r ll 1941 Home Dep:irlmc11t File No 14 ~6 4\ Pol (l) PP 26--"7 
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he will find me ready to do as he bids 
'The Punjab Premier has confiscated my personal money and 

thrown the family of twelve to starvation He is resolved to starve 
to death hundreds of Kbaksars m the mosque It 1s time all this 
bitterness should cease •2s But this also feU on deaf ears 

Ultimately, though late, reason prevailed on the Central 
Government Tlie Shah was permitted to interview Mashr1q1 and 
between June 13 and December 7 no less than 9 persons had been 
deputed to Masht1q1 to ascertam his view and even then neither 
was he released nor tried by any court but continued detamed m 
Jad Miyan Ahmad Shah, therefore, m sheer desperation and 
t111nkmg lest the Khaksars should mdulge in some violent act1V1ties 
decided to take tl1e Khaksar affair tn Ins own hand Informmg 
the Private Secretary to the Viceroy, he wrote 'Even previous 
attempts were made to brmg the Government and the movement 
closer, but unfortunately the feelmgs of distrust on the part of the 
Government were runnmg high and consequently every offer of 
cooperation was regarded w1th susp1c1on I have had dealings with 
the UP Government and all agreements arrived at m relattoi; 
thereto are still bemg acted upon by the Khaksar orgamsat1on 
without grumblmg I trust my takmg up the policy of the Kllaksar 
movement mto my own hands will pave the way for closer coopera
tion and friendship between the Government and the movement 
Of eourse, a friendly gesture on the part of the Government will 
make the task much caster ·~9 Thus the assumption of leadership 
of the Khaksars by the Shah was timely After the arrest of 
Mashriq1 the Khaksars were hke a ruddedess boat threatening here 
and there and needed a steerman who could pilot their boat on a 
turbulent ocean They now got m M1yan Ahmad Shah, a man of 
acumen and far-sightedness 

•• Mashnq1•s letter to Pr1vnte Secretary to the V1c:roy Home Depart
ment, File No 74/6/40, Pol (I), 1940 

••Letter of M1yan Ahmad Shah to the Private Secretary, Vu:eroy, dated 
Al1gnrh, March 17, 1941 Home Department, File No 74/1/41, Pol1t1cal (I), 
Pt IT,p 7S 
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Jn the Pun1ab Sir S1knndar Hayat khan wis often sub.]Ccted 
to critical question about 1he K.haksars To the quest.tan hou it 
could be possible to l'C'.oke the orders dccfarmg the Khnl-sars as 
an unt:\" ful body be would reply that it depended on the fulftlment 
of ccrttun conditions These cond1hons '~ere firstly tile Kltaksats 
should confine their nctiv111cs to social work secondly they should 
g1\e an undertaking not to defy the onkrs of the PtlnJab Ocnern 
ment and thirdly the kbat..ars \\ho had com to the PunJab from 
outside should go back And also an unamb1gous pronouncement 
should be maJe by the Jeadc~ that durmg rhe \\lit social $cn1ce 
too "1"1-ould be done m ones 1nd1l1du1J capic1ty and that there \\Ollld 
be no drillml! and no umforms badges or symbols would be worn 
b~ the klta.ks;trs "" 

Meanwhtle 1'.haksar anJ Mushm League e1reles \\ere ll1scussing 
the repon or the committee appomted to mqum: mto the Lahore 
1m:1dent of March 1940 under Sir Douglas 't ou11g and E:c Justice 
Mr N1:imutullaJ1 The report field th:it while the police order 
agamst the Khaksar procession and the pohce firm!! in reply to 
.hhal..sars '\Chon was Justified the pohcc acted in a rcvengl:fu1 
spmt m roundm~ up Khaknrs and firing on them nner the m:un 
procession bnd been dispersed 11 This thren the 1'.balsars into a 
fit or 1nS1llC fury It MS Jmnah S effort Wb1Cb pacified tbenl TI1e 
President of the All Jndi.1 Muslim Leagu discussed thematterw1lh 
the PunJab Govemm nt but the latter s stubborn attitude pn:\ ented 
n. solution coming out :t1 

From Vellore Jall wbere he \\'lS det:uned Mishriq1 mformed 
the Go\ernrnent of his intention to end his hre by fasting 1f the 
Go\ernmcnt did not release him and his 1500 folloners lang111shmg 
in d1frerent J'\1ls Fading to get an aceommodatmg response from 
the Oo\ernment l1e started his self11npo d pcnitcntml rasl on 
fU•Nu\. 'fu 1nN u,y. 'lhi.r• tn. m-¥ l11"L ruvn \\nt.ds \\as to 

• Home D partment File No 74/1 A/40 Pol tlca\ (1) l' 51 
" Home DepartM~nt. File ho ?4JA..1/4G fol (t) r 57 See also File 

'No 7414/41 ~ol {l) Pt Tllnd n 
• Huf 
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puofy the soul and ultimately release it from the body •:i:i The 
Government of India refused lo accept that the fast was in any 
way d1stmgmshable from a hunger.stnJ..--e and dcctded that Mashriq1 
sbould be treated as an ordmary hunger strike prisoner 

The fast of Mashnq1 and the general cond1uon oftlte Khaksars 
m Jail caused no small amount of consternation Sir Z1ya-ud· 
Dm Ahmad, V1ce-Chancellor of the Abgarh Mushm Umvemty, 
called on Sir S1kandar Hayat Khan at Hyderabad, De:::can and 
requested him to reconsider the Mashriq1 affairs Str S1kandar 
pleaded that 1t was for the Central Government to release the 
Khaksar le.ider Hunself he would have no obJect1on to !us entry 
m the Punjab if the Central Government released him The V1ce• 
Chancellor then mterv1ewed Sir Richard Tottenham on No;cmbcr 
19, 1941 and assured hlm of the smcenty and cooperation of the 
Khaksars during the war The charge of connection with the 
Nazis and Fascists against Mashnq1 \\as strongly objected to by 
Sir Z1ya·ud·Dm who said, on the basis of telegrams and letters 
pourmg into his office, that the Muslims were generally harbourmg 
strong resentment over the Government attitude towards the 
Khaksars Sir Z1ya-ud-Din thus pressed for unmed1ate release of 
Maslmq1 si Mr M A Kazmi also represented the Khaksar case 
to the Leg1slat1ve Assembly and requested the Government to deal 
w!th the situation d1plomat1cally 8• 

In a few days, the 'pen1tenhal fast' reduced Mashnq1 to the 
pomt ofsmlmg Miyan Ahmad Shah, Sheer Zaman Khan and 
Abdul Samad Khan proceeded to Madras to see Maslmq1 and 
explore the poss1b1bty ofa settlement Masbriq1 disclosed that he 
bad already submitted some propo:;als to the Central Government 

••See telegraphic informat1G11 sent from the Chief Secretary, Go\ern
mcnt of Madras to Secretary, Home Department, dated October 24, 1941-
Home Department, File No 74(4(41, Pol, (l), Pt I and Ir 

"Letter from Sir Z1ya-ud Dm Ahmad to Sir Richard Tottenl1am 
Add1t1onal Secretary, Go~crnrncnt oflndia, Home Department, dated Al1garh, 
November 2!, 1941, Home D:pnrtment, File No 7414141, Pol (l), Pt r, Sec B, 
p 46 

"Leg1s/a111e Assembly Debates, Vol IV-1941, pp 7S3-S4 
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and that never would be stoop before the bureaucratic Government 
for JUShcc The proposals were 

1 The 1'.haksars would contmue to be a peaceful org'ln1sa 
t1on unhl the conclus1on of war 

2 Tbe K.hal.sars \\auld not use the Ukhuwwat badge or 
uniform that contravened Oovcmment orders 

3 Belchas were to be abandoned until further orders 
4 No parades and s1mtlar pt.rform:mccs would be held 
~ All Khalsars h!les \\011ld be .!)l\CD up temporarily With 

the cx1:cption or Hakim 1 Alll 
6 The Halim 1 Afa of each pro\lnce would be responsible 

to ensure that the 11.haksar movement Jn lus province 
would not become e"<tmct 

7 Oood relations w1tb lli\. Oo\crnment \\ould be patt of 
their perm'lnent policy is 

These proposals \\ere free from any nsk to the Governm nt or 
India s prosecuhon of the war effort The Government threw them 
mto the channel of the routme forwardmg them and rolling for 
opinions orthe provincial Governments The Pui:uab Government 
to which the proposals \\ere sent telegraplucally stood by its earlier 
dcc1s1on to the em.et that the condltlon precedent to the release of 
MBsbnq1 should be a pubbc pronouncement by him winding Up 
the entire Khaksar mo\-cment It further suggested some more 
cond1t1ons 1f the release or lsbnq1 \VllS considered necessary by 
the Government of India ey were (/) The movement of 
Masbr1q1 would be restricted \U 111 the area of Madras Presidency 
and he \would not be illowed to organise the 1..haksaTS mo;emenl 
or address any pubhc meeting (Ii) Should Mashnqt v.isb to take 
part 1n social service he could do so 1ndJV1dually he would not 
make any statement to the press (r/i) It would be in the discretion 
or the PunJab Government to review aU cases in which Khal..sats 
hnd been convicted 17 

• Copy or A Report on F..h:ik!lllt Affairs Rome Department File No 
74'4/41 Pol (l} Pt I p 81 \ 

DO No S068 CDSD run1ab Cml Stcrcunat~ Lal1ore Dec 30 1941 
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These, more or less, \\ere the same proposals that Mashnq1 
11..td himself laid before the Government The suggestions of the 
Punjab Government appeared to be an excuse to gain time M1yan 
Ahmad Shah requested Sir Richard Tottenham to meet the 
unanimous desire of the enttre Muslim commun1ty by glVlng a. 
favourable cons1deration to Mashriq1's proposals and order hts 
release 'HIS cond1t1on,' he added, 'as I have seen him is danger
ously serious and nothing remains m his body except tissues He 
cannot walk. even two steps without leanmg on something, nor can 
he talk even five or SI}. sentences at a time I am afraid he may 
break down any moment and finish Moreover, the cell m. 
which he has been put appears from its very size to be one in which 
convicts condemned to death are usually kept If he were, there
fore, to d1e, say, w1thm a fortnight, tlus sort of solitary, dark and 
una1ry cell will certamiy shorten his lmgermg hfe by a few days 

From what I have seen of the Allama, I may say that he is 
nearmg lus death Therefore, very urgently I point out that his 
letter of 19th mstant may be immediately favourably considered 
.ind his release ordered without any further loss of tlme as 

The above information of M1ya11 Ahmad Shah sent to Totten
ham was not exaggerated Allama Mashnq1 himself 10 a letter 
dated March 10, 1941 to Dr R:.ifiq Ahmad Khan of Al!garh 
Mushm Umvers1ty satd 'My last days are nearing It wlll be 
alnght if I receive a reply and I am released Otherwise I am 
going to die I am not gomg to change my dec1S1on nor do I 
repent for it I am happy because I am gomg to lay down my life 
for the sake of Government ' Concluding his letter he asked him 
'Agam gird up your loms Do not let my face be blacl..cned Save 
the honour of lslam Even no\'. tfyou give up your loms and 
many thousands of persons again come forV1ard, then Viceroy is 
certam, JUSt as 1t happened at Lucknow We wJU all return home 

Home Department, 74/4/41, Pol (I), Pt I, Section B. p 142 
~·Letter from M1yan Ahmad Shah 1o Sir R1ehard Tottenham, M'ldrns 

December 21, 1941 Home Department, File No 74/4/41, Pol {I), Pt I, 
Section B, p 132 
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happtly else m1 d...ad body 'nil reach )OU :it 

When the contents of the nbove le!lcr l\Cre released to lhe 
Press d1sco11tent and C'l:c1tement among the Khaksars prevailed 
In C.l\v11po1e Lutknllw Al1garh and Sabaranpur the act1v11les of 
the I...lmksars were on the increase Rumours rained currency that 
soon the khaksars would march to the Capital of India wcar111g 
uniforms 1nd D..Jchas and the last p1tcbcd battle would be fought.. 
N1sh:m 1 Uknuwwat appeared on every arm and marching of 
h.haksars m sm.,le files reappeared 

A represent.1t1ve meeting of the Musalmans of Dcra Ismail 
h.han 11:1 a strongly '\ordcd rcsoJ11t1on demanded the cancclfallon of 
ban 'lnd the release of Mashriq1 

The Wotlmg Committee of the All India Muslim Le<1gue in its 
meeting at D lh1 on No\etnber 17 1941 also expressed gr1ve 
concern over Masbnq1 s f.lst and resohed tl:tat th1. prolonged and 
md finite Jnc:m;eratron and detenuon without tnal of Allama 
Mashnq1 JS causmg gra'e concern not only to the mc:mben of the 
J,.hals:lrs orgamsat1on but to the Musalmans generally In \.1ew of 
the changed situation the: committee urges upon the Go\ ernment of 
India to teconstder their policy and release Allama Mashr1q1 with 
out delay '° 

tven the CID Special Drnnch LucJ.now sr.nt a Memorandum 
to the Chief Settctary 00\1..rnmcnt of UP g~ymg th;it the Press 
reports about Uie fast of All:una Mashr1q1 1vere creatmg agrtat1onal 
moods an UP A mectmg'1 was lield at Lucknow on November 14 
1941 and proposals were made that Xhal.sars should march 
through the city and disobey the Government ban on their orgam 
sahon A certain MubaraL Husyan dmuaded them and gave 
orders mstead that a fast should be observed on November ls and 
prayers b1: said m Amlllabad Park for the release of All:u:aa 

•• Dome D~parlmcnl Hie No 74/1/41 Pol (I) Part J 
c Hllllle Dcrpartmenr Fil~ No 74/Sf40 Pol ll) Resolution passed llndcr 

the Pn::.1dcney Sahtb:i:ada ts:i:al Dad khan Ptes1dent D1strn:t Muslim League 
ed!lor or MuJaM I In a meeting held oa Novemtier 15 1940 111 RIU5Cll Par!.. 

l{ome Dcpartnmi.t Fil<: No 74/4/41 Pol (I} PI I and II 
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Mashr1q1 Afier prayers, a leadmg Khaksar, Ghulam Qadir, 
addressed the Khaksars and other Muslims and declarmg that 
Khaksars were not afraid of death 43 

Amidst these happenmgs Sir Z1ya-ud-Din agam drew the atten
tion of Sir Rlchard Tottenham to the deteriorating s1tuat1on ln a 
Jetter he pomted out 'It 1s now the 22nd day of tl1e fast On 
account of the changed cond1t1ons there e>.1sts no pomt to detain 
Allama Maslmq1 m Jail Even Sir S1kandar Hayat Khan 1s now 
wdlmg to allow lum to reside m the PunJab without restrictzous I 
request you to communicate the dec1s1on of the Government of 
Illd1a to me at an early date ••a Under the above pressure and m 
view of his deterioratmg health, the Government of India released 
MashrJq1 m January 1942 from the Vellore Jail, but restncted lus 
movements to t11e boundaries of Madras presidency 

For this belated declSlon partly the Central and partly the 
Prov1nc1al Government were to blame Not that the Centre ignored 
such an important subject totally but its mistake lay m the fact that 
tt relied on provmccs absolutely Even prior to the resolutions and 
letter of the Mushm League and Sir Z1ya-ud-Dm, the Home Depart
ment had sent a cl!cular letter to the Cluef Sei-retanes of all provm· 
cial Governments mqumng their views as to tltc future policy to 
be adopted m regard to the Khaksars u Different opm10ns were 
received by the Centre The Clue( Comm1ss1oner of Delhi m his 
letter dated March 15, 1941 informed the Horne Department that 
'while if would be difficult 1f not impossible for Government to 
extinguish the Khaksar movement altogether m the 1mmediatc 
future, the pol.lcy should be to prevent any expansion and to keep 
extmctJon m view as lhc ultimate d1mderat11m' The Government 
of Bihar suggested 'It is a purely sectarian orgaruzatmn of a 
confessedly rnd1far1stlc type , and one of its proposed aim 1s to 

P Ibid 
u Letter of Sir Z1ya-ud.Dm lo Secretary, Home Department, dated 

November 23, 1941, Home Department, File No 74/4/41, Pol (!), Pt I and II 
" Sec Sir Richard Toltcnham•s letter No 74/l/41, Pol (l). Home Depart· 

mcnl, dated March 7, 1941 
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work for the seIZUrc of PO\~er 1t seems uaneccssary ro aim at 
the lotat e2'tmct1on of the movement But the release or Allam:i 
Mashr1q1 and other leaders without a rea~on would merely 
enable th<.. moH:mcnt to revive with renewed vigour and "'ould be 
interpreted as either n mach1a11clhan design or a sign of \\ealne~s ci 
T11e attitude of the Government of the United Provinces this lime 
again was sober and obJCCtl\.e Jn the past neither did It ban the 
organ1sahon nor oppos 1t It chose the middle path The Chier 
Secretary to the Oo>ernmen1 of UP wrote to the Home Departm nt 
that st \\as not possible to e'<tmgu1sh th1. khak&tr Movement w11h 
out 'l display of ruthlessness and that \\Ottld not be tolerated by 
public opinion m the case of a body the e'<tern1l professions of 
\\htcb .ire religious and social service and \\h1ch kid the sympathy 
of the ~reat body of Muslim~ " Thus the ddTerences on the 
1..haLsar queshon pre\cnted the Central Go\oernment from talang 
;lny bold step 

Me1nwhde the question came up before the Leg1slati\e 
As "mbl,> Sir Sa.yy1d Raza Ah m a speech 1n the Assembly said 
that Allama Mashr1q1 had been released but his liberty had been 
curt~u\"'({ .md he v.as not "\llowcd to go anywhere outside the 
Madrus Presidency W1th the support of many members of the 
House he ptcSCntcd a. resolution requesting th Government to lift 
the ban on Alla:ma Mashnq1 and Uie Khaksars He put a question 
to the Horne Members Can the Go\emmcnt rc:lsonabry Justify 
the present ban against lhe l..haksars contmu1ng m spite of the 
hbcnl action they ha\e taken with reference to the Communists 
and those who \\ere convicted for various offences by Court of 
Law 11 Sir Ziya 11d Dm Ahm:td s:ud that there was an allegation 
at one time that the khiliars were ftfth c:olummsts and that they 

S1:e letter of the Ch1cf Secrc\:lry to Go\crnment of Bd1at gcat to Sit 
R1chanl Tollet1hl'lm da1ed Man:h J9 1941 

Leuer of the Chier Sc:cre1aey Government or UP to Sec:tetaey Home 
Dep3rtmenl d.tled Match 19 l!l4J No 518 C:X (Secret) 

-1 771e Ltgl,/atfvtt Asst1t1bly Dekitt.r Vo! JU 194' {Su1tccn1h Sess1on
Septcmber 14 10 Sept..i:nber 24 1941} pp 414 415 ~o 463 465 467 479 
480 483 
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were m touch with the Nazi organ1satmn If this was established 
and proved, he had nothmg to say, otherwise the ban should be 
lifted He presented two criteria to JUdge the bo11aficles of any 
organisation Firstly, was that orgamsal!on hclpmg or obstructing 
war efforts 'l Secondly, was that organ1sat1on bkcly to create 
communal trouble and widen differences between Hindus and 
Muslims '1 He discussed at length the non-communal approach of 
the K.haksars, their offer of 50,000 soldiers to assist the Government 
m the war and concluded that by no stretch of imagmabon were 
they anti-war or communal 4a 

Sir Z1ya-ud·Dm was followed by Mr Husayn A LallJee and 
Khan Bahadur Shaykh Fazl-1-Haq Mr Haq supported the ideo
logy of the Kbaksars, their Slmphcity, d1sc1phnc, self-sacrifice, 
which were typical of the early periods of !~lam He remmded the 
Ho11se that m1htary drill and umform were consistent with Islam 
•for every Musalman 1s a soldier in the service of Allah and Ins 
community "10 

Sayyid Murtaza Khan staunchly pleaded that the movement 
did not have vicious designs or violent mtent10ns agamst the 
Government He quoted a Persian Jme 

'Don't look down upon Khaksars , there may be 
an occasion to find out a real master r1der from 
that dust •so 

Durmg the Assembly debates Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, 
RaJa T Manavedan, Pandit Lakshm1 Kanta Maitra, Mr Janma Das 
M Mehta pleaded the case for: the withdrawal of ban from the 
Kbaksar Movement s1 

The Assembly debate brought out the pomt that the rights 
which were enjoyed by the Congress volunteers, the Seva Sam1ti 

"lb1d 
"!bid 
'' Tlie Leg1sl<1111e Assembly Debates, Vol Ill, 1942 (Sixteenth Sessuin, 

September 14 to September 24, 194Z), pp 414, 415, 460, 465, 467, 479, 480, 
483 

"Ibid 
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volunteers the Hmdu Mnhasabha \olunteers should not be denied 
to the J..hal..s:irs 

But this ttme tlle Central Government ln view of the serious 
situation thnt needed 1mmedl!lte oct10n intended to rel.u the 
rcstr1ctlon on Mashnq1 and tbe 11..baksars and communicated 
rl1cu c.lecmon to t11e Pun1ab Go~crnmcnt But the Punjab Govern 
mcnt shll 1nsistcd on 1!s preuous stand and r~ported to the Centrc7 

that the k.hnksars \\ere a dangerous orgnms:ihon which would be 
far ~tier ended than mended 43 It cons1dercd the suggestaon for 
the release or Maslmqt as premature because m spite of the ban 
being 1mpoS1.d the 1'.htlksars \~ere organmng under Hllal 1 Ahmar 
a well l nit organisation It considered the change in the policy or 
the Central Government as inopportune and stated that the 
e'penene1;. of t110 Punjab Government had sho\ln that not the 
sl1shtci.t trust can be reposed m nny undertaking gl\en by the 
Allama who 1s ~o unbalanced as to be constitutionally mcapable 
of nb1d1ng by any undcrtal..1ng 3 The Punjab Government stood 
by its opm1on hkc a sohd rock and thought that tile removal of 
the ban followed by the return of the Mashr1q1 to the Pun1ab 
'' ould result m the restoration to him of his former position It 
also f\,lt nntl to -a g~nt extent nghtly that the immediate nsutt of 
the removal of ban would be a resusc1tat1on of all the parallel 
communal organisations bent on arming themselves Jn self-deli.nee 
The PunJab Government ther1..foro v1e\\ed the Central Governments 
dcc1s1on with gra\c apprehension and expressed !ls strong oppos1 
t1on to any rclnutJ.on of restnctton on the movement or its 
leader u The Central Oo,eroment '"as m a dilemma 

But the forces for concd1nt1on were still at \\Ork Sir Z1ya ud 
Dm wrote to Tottenliam that be bad requested Sir Sultan Ahmad 
to act as mediator 10 settle the mue whose outcome nught be or 

1 Confidenllal letter of the: Plln)tlb Go\emment Punjab Civil Secre 
larm No 52!0 CDSD I..aborc: M~Y 27 1942 to 'Tottenham Home Depart 
lncnl File No 74/4/41 Pol (IJ Sccllon C p 73 

Ibid 
•Ibid 
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great use to both tho parties S1r Z1ya-ud-Dm also referred to a 
telegram Maslmq1 had sent from Madras saymg that the Govern
ment of Madras threatened to rearrest him He pleaded that the 
rearrest of Masbnqt would be unwise s.. Mashnqi lumself mformed 
Sir Sayy1d Sultan Ahmad, the mediator, that if tile ban continued 
till the Clmstmas, he would start for Lahore on his own and 1f 
interfered with he would resist 1t until death 56 

Now there was no alternative left to the Government Persua
sion and foice havmg already been amply used, the Central 
Go'\<ernment ultimately took a positive step The Khaksar questron 
WJS brought before the 1.eg1slative Assembly on September 22, 23, 
1942, and the Assembly endorsed the Government action of 11ftmg 
the ban To be m accord with the Centre, all provinc1al Go"crn· 
ments and Chief Comm1ss1oners also cancelled !he orders they bad 
issued under the Defence of India Rules Mashnq1 reciprocating 
m a statement s:ud that actmt1es of the Khaksars '~ere to be of 
such a nature as to cause no an\tety to the authorities as long as 
the war lasted 'lam commcc<l,' he added 'that the programme 
of a Khaksar at this cveotful moment is to make himself ready for 
selfiess service irrespective of caste or creed and to be of utmost use 
to all •s7 

«Letter of Sir Zi)a ud·Dm lo Sir Richard Tottenham, dated Altgarh, 
August 20, 1942 

••Telegram of Al!ama Maslmq1 to Sir Sullan Ahmad, dated December 
12, 1942 

• Home Department, File No 7414/41, Pol (!), Scetrcm C 
Though ban was lifted from the orgamsallon yet .:ertam restr1ctlons on 

drill and belchas were sull tn torce Therefore Al-elan, a Khalsar ne\\snapcr 
of UP 1n its issue of Oztober 23, 1942 threatened the Government to 1o1 ith
dr~m even these restnct1ons lt \Hole 

•Tbe Go1emment of India may well labour under the delusron !hat they 
can end the l<hal..sar movement through 11 policy of complete tae1turruly \\h1ch 
tl!ey have been adoptms for sometm1e pas! The paper reminds lne Go~ern
ment that 110 movement has fizzled out m this way, on the otber b:ind 1t hns 
gamed momentum gradually The efforts made by the Go\cmment of India 
m 1940 to crush the mo.ement have failed, because mste:ad of'' eal.emng 1t, 1t 
has in fact cons1derab!y slrensthencd lhe moYement much as the Kbal,sars 
have, by making valuable sacr1liccs, become hard!; soldiers 1mb1bed with an 
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Masht1q1 now pra<:ecded lo Delhi Reaching there on 
January 2 1943 he v.as received at the railway station with tbun 
dermg acclamat1on Soon after his amval he addressed a meeting 
m Queen s Garden (which was in contravention of section 144 
order m force m Delhi} While expressing thanks to. the Gou~rn 
ment for w1thdrawmg the b'ln lie C"thortcd all Khaksars to C'<PtesS 
similar thanks to God and to Government in mosques on 1anuary 
8 1943 Jn the evening a private meeting was convened in the 
TaJ Hotel "here M'\Shr1q1 stnyed It was attended by mfluenuaJ 
members 8 of the org:imsauon The mtelhgence stnff was e"CeCClsmg 
a close \\1tch on Mnshnq1 and secret reports "ere despatched to 
certam pre.winces " 

On March 19 1943 (the date on \\htch clashes between the 
1'.h'\l.s:trs and the the Punjab Pol ce had t:tken place three \ears 
ago leading co the ban on the l\.haksar organisation) 111 most or the 

unconquerable lip r l of ach c\ ms 1be1r goal Home Dep.:nl!ncot Pohucal File 
No 8/1/194- Pol (I) 

Some of II cm were ll$ follo" s 
(/) Allama Inayatullab 1'.ban Maslmql 
(II} Mir Gbufam Qadir :Na:t1m-l Alam UP 
(I I) Professor Muhammad .Rafique i;if Ahguh UP 
(h) Professor Durrant or Al garh UP 
(r) Muhamm:id Aslam Chlshll of Lahore 
{tl) DJslur ud Din Janbaz on • .ahhal 1-.amal d slnct Puruilb 
(•U) Jlafiz Ibrahim Safar ot Khur.ia Ur 
(rm) Abdul Rashid Qurc$h C ty Salar of Labore 
{J.r) Muhammad Ul!lllr C IY Safar ofDelh 
(x) M 1hammad Yaqub Hakim 1 Ala of DeU1I 
(.d) Cll. Zahur Ah:imad of Ddb 
(xii) Muhammad (dris Sa.lar Sadar Ba:tar Ddh e:lc 

COples or Ilcrotts ~nt tD 
(I) WD Robtmon lP Supcnntcndcnt of Poll~ CJD (A) Special 

Br1111cb Punjab Lahore 
(11) O D Parkm JP SP CID Special Branch Ul' Luckno'\\ 
fill) J P Morton JP cen1ral lntcll gcncc O!licer Puniab and Delhi 

I.Aho re 
(/) B J Bcvcndge, lP Asstt Director (S) Intelligence nun:a11 Uome 

Dcpaniru:n\ Go\trnmen\ ot lrn.l1a N~w "Dclhl (Sec Uome Depart. 
nient rile No 74/4/41 Pol (1) Pt ll1 
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Punjab towns 'Kliaksars Day' was observed Khaksars appeared 
wearmg black badges to mourn 'the martyrs killed m the clash with 
the bnrbanans ' Wreaths were laid on the graves and flowers were 
strewn at. the site of the mc1dent with two mmutes' silence m the 
mosques 60 There was considerable act1v1ty in N-WFP, the Punjab, 
United Provinces and Bombay The people all over the pro.,.mces 
were asked to JOm the orgamsat1on Contnbuttons were raised 
from Muslims and new officer were created for the organtsation 
Camps were revived and preparations were made to hold 'Khaksar 
Military Training Camp' in Umtcd Provmces Jhansi, A1mer, 
Kohat, Ahmadnagar which had not yet felt the slightest impact of 
the Khaksar movement were now tts torch-bearers 61 The Al-Isiah 
had been banned with the arrest or Mashnq1 and a Security of 
Rs 1000 was demanded from 1ts publishers m November 1942 
This ban continued even after the change m the s1tuat1on Mashnqt 
was irritated He saw Secretary of the Home Department He 
also contacted Sir Zzya-ud-Dm Ahmad and brought to bzs notice 
that some Khaksar prisoner~ were still rotting m Jail He requested 
hm1 to meet Szr Regma!d Maxwell or Str Richard Tottenham on 
tl1e earliest possible date and pressing on them the absurdity of not 
hftmg the ban on their paper ' 2 In the absence of Af.Islaf1, 
Mashriq1's orders for the Khaksars appeared in the Zammdar 
{Lahore), the Iqbal (Rawalpmdi}, the R.ad1011ce (Ahgarh) These 
orders emphasised the m1lttnnt aspect of the movement The newly 
started paper the Al-Askanat (Lucknow) and the S11lta11 (Bombay) 
Itfted the Khaksar material from the above papers &a The situation 
once again threatened to be alarmmg and shook up the Home 

••Ex.tract from Dady Report No 18, dated March 24, 1943 reamed 
from the Central Inlellogence Officer, Lahore, Home Department, FJ!e No 
74/4/41, t'ol (I), Pt llI 

"Extracts from the Report on the Situation m the Pun;ab, Bombay etc 
Sec Home Department, 28{5/48, Pol (I}. Branch Also see File No 74/4/41, 
Pol (1), Pt llI 

•• Masht1q1's letter to Sir Z1ya-ud.P1n Ahmad, dated June 30, 1943, 
Home Department, Pile No 74/4/41, Pol (Internal), Pt lrI 

••Home Department, Ftle No 28/5(43, Pol (rJ 
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Government A warning to the Khnlsar organ1sat1on \\H again 
eontempfated 

To begtn W1lh the Viceroy \\rote pemln'\t letters to aU 
provmc1al Om-ernors driwmg their atlentton to the tumultuous 
achv1tics of the l\..haksars and sought their v1c\\s The thing that 
conslr:uned the Viceroy besides the J...hnksar at.t1vit1es was the 
tmergence of tlu: Mushm League by that lime as n most po1\erful 
force ln lnd1nn politics As 1s discussed m the sue«eding pag.""S the 
relation bet\\cen the t1\o instead or bemg h'lrmomous had woaenC'd 
and a chsh appeared to be 1ncv1table 01 

Parado11:1caUy tlus time nil the provincial Governm nts 1 \\1th 

the extept1on of Dombny 'ldm1tted thit there had been mild n.rnnl 
of th,. 1'.hal..sar mo\emenl bi1t they did not consider tl a m nace 
The Go\ernments of Smdh Assam Dt.ngaJ IJcrar nnd Madras 
tre:tted the matrer mild!} 'lnd \~h1le adrn1tt111g sritns of rev1\al they 
thought tl1'lt it \\as ins1gn1fic.1nt to t.1ke notice of The Oov~rn 
rnent of Umh:d Provinces Milt to the C'<!ent or suggestrne that 
kha.hars coutd be de<ilt with by ordmnry adm1n1stratt\e mcnns nnd 
not by the re1mpos1t1on of tbc ban \\ h1Ji would creat questions 
of g~ater 1mportanet. than the one \\h1ch lt 1s intended to soh-e 
Only the P.rcs1dcncy of Bombay s1w a potential danger 111 the 
rcvl\al ofJ...balsar movement and to put down the menace at the 

For (!datlssce the follo\\ing corre1pondencc bet""" th Ptov1nc1al 
Clo\-er11ment aud HonlC DMar1mcnt 

(a} Lctler of the Chier Stcrctary to Slndh Govcn:unent daled May .lt 
1943 

(b) Leiter oft(\e Cher Secrelary lo Assim Oovernmettl d.1tcd Jll!lc ~ 
1~~3 

(('} J..ettcr of the Chief Secret:ir710 Btmg3\ GO\C'fl)!llent da!cd May 31 
1943 

( l) Lctler of H J Twyllam Oo,emmrnt s Camp D..rar .dJ.led June 6 
1941 

(e) t.cttct or the Chtcf Secretary t(l Madras Government dated May 8 
1941 

(fl Letter or tho Add! Secret~ry to lJombay CiovernU1c11t d3te<I 
Juno II t94:l 

fg) Le tier of \h~ Clucr S cttlary UP 00\emment d...ted \fay 28 l94l 
Home Departrni:nt File No 741.f/41 Pol {I) Pt UI 
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earhest possible moment, tt suimested that 1{ the Government con
sidered it advisable for the ban to be reimposed the Government 
of Bombay would •acquiesce gladly m such a dec1s1on ' (The views 
of the Government of the Punjab do .not appear m the proceedings 
of the Home Department May be its attitude was consistent w1tlt 
its prcv10us attitude which was hostile to Khal.sar movement} 

A cnttcal study of the period followmi:; the l1ftmg of the ban 
shows that tile Khaksars had resumed almost all of theu· previous 
practices with slight mod1ficattons Fortnightly reports of the 
provmc1al Governments confirm this view, but these Governments 
dtd not entertain much fear from the Khaksar organisation It 
was only the Centre which took it seriously Sir Richard Tottenham 
wrote to Mashr1q1 

It is apparent from reports the Government of India have 
recetved from various provmces that your followers are indulgmg 
m achv1hes which transgress not merely the spmt but the letter of 
your undertaking Camps ostensibly for tlie purpose of social 
service have been held despite the mstrucbons that social service 
shall be performed mdlVldually Khaksars have performed 
military drill, have appeared m public m uniform and have carried 
.Belcbas It 1s 1mposs1ble to believe that these breaches of the 
undertakmg have taken place without your conmvance or consent 
I am therefore to convey to you a final warnmg that 1f, after a 
fortnight from tTle date of thts letter, 1t appears to Government 
that these activities on the part of the Khaksars are conbnumg m 
any part of the country, Government will conclude that you have 
faded to honour your word and w11l 1mmed1ately reimpose th~ 
ban on the Khaksars Association '66 

This appeared to be the prelude to the re1mpos1tion of the ban 
Maslmq1 therefore issued mstruct1ons deleting certain items of the 
Programn1e, such as holding of camps, tymg of Ukhuwwat badges 

"Letter from the Add! Secretary to Government of India to lmyntullab 
Mashr1q1, dated July 1!1, 1943, Pde No 74/4/41, Pol (J), Pt U1 
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and d1sphy of nny .Lind of m1lit'll'Y acttv1ty" But the 1'.haksars in 

general were not m concurrence \Hth the Mashr1q1 s departure from 
the past A meeting of the Kh-iksilrs of Deihl was called to consider 
the s1tuat1on 111 the light of the \~arnmg given to the J..haksnrs 
While adhenng to the Instruction of Mashnq1 1t decided that the 
Khaksars should go bare heid\.d with a copy of the Holy Qunn 
h-ingmg 1n their nee.I.. to Muslim masses to oppnse them of how the 
Bnhsb Go\ernment \\as persec:ut1m? them u The Khak"Sll:r pms also 
did not budge an inch from its previous stand Jn a roanng voice 
it backed the J<..haksars and wrote more profoundly than cvcc 

The duly of the kbaksar IS clear 
country the future of Mdlat 1s at stake 
the pmes being offered 111 

The future of our 
I.et us not be deluded by 

Tims the Khnksars had become a problem to the Gmemment 
orlnd1a befo1e and tlurmg the 1mpos1tion or ban as also after its 
cnncellahon 

•See f\lash~t s letter to Totltnham c!otcd July 22 1!)43 for the Ins 
truction 

itom~ Depa tment flit No 74/4/41 Pol (I) PI Ill Dttract tram 
CJD uhore Seem ~mfa s Report dated Augmt 5 19.U 

* Tire Rtttllante 0\,!1garh) dal~d August 'n 1.943 
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CHAPTER Vil! 

NAZI CELL AND MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 

IN 1939, THE international situation, as a result of the rise of totali
tarian states m Europe, again deteriorated, and led to World 
War 11 Germany under her powerful dictator, Hitler, appeared 
on world stage as a challenge to the Briu.sh Empire The Germans 
were sard to have developed thelf contacts all over the world and 
even m India 

InApnl 1939, Dr Schacht, an EJ\·pres1dent oftheRe1chsbank, 
who paid a vlS!t to India, was mterv1ewed by the Khaksar Leader 
Allama Inayatullah Khan Mashr1q1 The Central Intelhgence 
office reported that their meet impressed the Ex-President so much 
that he had promised Masbr1q1 'German gold' for hill movement 
He also reported that prior to the v1s1t of Dr Schacht, Nazis 1n the 
PunJab had e\~nced keen interest in the Khaksar movement 1 The 
Central Intelligence Bureau also had a report that Mashriq1 called 
on Hitler durmg one of his European tours and Khaksar leaders 
were in touch with German agents through a 'Turkish General' 2 

This was spicy material to feed to the Anglo-Indian Press wluch 
spotlrgllted what 1t called the Khaksar-Ax1s connection 

A!leg4t1ons made by responsible men in public hfc also sus
pected Khasar-~1s connectmn In a letter to one of !us friends, 
'Pt Jawaharlal Nehru expressed surprise as to the sources from which 

' Home Department, File No 111/40, Po! (I), pp 9S, 96 
•Home Depnrlrnenl Fiie No 111/41), Pol (J}, lntelhgencc Bureau 

(Horne), Secret, p 95 
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Khaksars were getting money He s:ud that In Go'l-ernment c:1rc:1..s 
Jt \\as bcl e\ed that the funds c:ime from the Nazis a tn the UP 
Leg1shh~e Asi;emb!y m 1939 the J..halsar&v.ere accused ol reee1lrng 
fu11nc11l support from the Nazis and other foreign po\\ers 1n1ount 
mg to Rs J7 lakhs t 

Rumour Mn afloat tn Bombay nnd P C :foslu and his 
Communist P1rty 1lso bel evcd that Dr S hachf h1d given 
Rs 70 OOO to the khal..sar org1n1sat1on and that the kbalsnr~ had 
totally come under Nazi mllu1.nce Suresh DanerJ1 a hlbour le:tder 
of Denga1 and Aswan1 Gftnguh also held the same view 1 A letter 
from one l'.imed Ta\\btd from G1ya written to nn authority or 
Golden Mosque Lahore-the main mosque 1n which the khnksars 
bad taken refuge m 1939 uas intercepted by the Punjab CID 
It !llllde 1 mention or financial assistance in "a~ue terms• 

Some Germans m India also confirmed that the Khaksurs 
rcce1H~d German money to oppose Bn11sh rub. 10 India Men hke 
Schult a Gcrm:m 1nt rnee m Ahmadnagar when mterrogatt.d 
(December 19391 corroborated the authenl1c1ty of the ne\\S 

Schulz. -i German Clmsuan by birth bad lately embraced Hmdu1sm 
Bron Ehrenfcls ·mother Germ1n internee also affirmed Schulz s 
statement adding thit he- was told by Dr Urchs the Nazi leader 
in Indm about money bcin~ supplied to the ~ha\.sars i 

Ofth~ rumours the most widely current about th1. German 
c:onncct1on were the statements of Shank:Jrlal Bansal the Forward 
Bloc emissary to Jap.m and Soumen Tagore 11. Beni?al Communist 
TI1c former stated that the German Consul at J...abehad I1ad 
informed htm that tltere was an army of four lllkhs of l..hal..sars 
who were nourished b) German mon'* \\<hlle the latter told a 
frl nd during a comcnatiol\ that the E-.hakws \~ere bemg paiJ 

• l!i « {t.o:ltr at Pl hvr.!A'l.dal Ndlru lo V J... J.. Menon dated 
Aprd 3 1939 U11m Dcp,utrncnt rile -.o lU{40 Pol (I) P 9$ 

Home D~artment Tiie No 74/l/4l Pot {I) Pt U p UiS 
•Ibid p 9$ 
•Home Depnrtment. II No Jll/40 Pol (I} P 97 

llome Depiutmcnt File No tll/40 Pol (I) P !16 
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by Hltler 5 

The suspicion of the Government for the raison d'etre of a 
Kbaksar·Ai1.1s connection was further confirmed by a number of 
messages brQadcast m Hmdustam from the 'Azad Muslim Leag:uc' 
Radio station m Germany and received on 19 72 metres at 20 <JO 
bours Tl1e messages broadcast, on examination, were found con
taming instructions for the Khaks:.irs and meant to alienate Muslim 
sympatlm:s for the Government The treatment meted out to 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and the refusal of permit to HaJ ptlgnms 
constantly figured m these broadcasts 9 

Italy was also said to be involved 1n the affair It was well 
known that the Itahan M1mster m Kabul, Signor Qurano, had 
deputed a man named Muhammad Aslam, the translator at the 
Italian Legation to India, to collect 10format1ons and photographs 
of the Kl1aksar disturbances m Lahore T\vO Italian women, Signor 
Mazzi111 and Signora Ungaro, had been reported present m Lahore 
during the Khaksar-Pobce clash m March 1939 lO In July 1939 
the Italian Consul General demed the allegation that Fascist 
powers had financed the Khaksars or that they were mkrested m 
Indian affairs 11 But the mam source of monetary help was believed 
to be German, the Italians actmg as mere agents 1~ Many news· 
papers styled Khaksars as ·German Frfth Colummsts' and 
commented on the Khal..sars• pro-German ideology They con1-
pared the use of belchas and moclc-ftght, to German pre-war 
preparations Reports regarding the haison of the Japan Govern
ment with the Khaksars through the Japanese Counsel-General also 
gamed currency m the early days of 1940 The same }ear a 
certam Muhammad Amin sought Mashnq1's instructions for 
openmg a Khaksal' branch at Celebes (Dutch East-Indies} He 

• l!Jld 
•See extroct from survey No 39 of 1943 for the '1\eel.. end mg October '2, 

1943 Home Department, Fde No 28/5{43, Pol (I), p 15 
'•Jbu/,, p 16 
u Home Department, File No 74/l/41, Pol (I), Pt II, p 185" 
u Soo ei..tract from survey No 39 <)f 1943 for lhe \\eel.. ending October 2, 

1943 Home Department, File No '2.S/5(48, Pol (l), p 16 
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appeared to hive recc1\ed msp1rat10n from a Khaksar branch 
rounded it Na1rob1 (Eist Africa} m 1939 1i 

The Khal..sars \\ere al$o accu~ed or mcllmg tribal leaders to 
stir up trouble on the Frontier The \\ell k11own leadt.r Khushhal 
1'.han had parbc1p1ted prominently m atl un~cces.sful revolt 
en0 inecred b) the I!ahins a_a1nst the Afghan Government m 
Aui.ust 1939 Tn 19-40 be sent O\ertures to Maslmq1 o!Tenn,.. the 
support of 13 OOO Afr1d1s m th coming revolution Whit was 
tb<1t re'olutton remained obscure Fazal Jlah1 one of Faq1r Jp1 s 1 

agents who toured the rich plains of Jndm. for the collect1on or 
funds for tht. F11q1r d1~clo~ed m the Punjab that he b'\d be...n sent 
by him to set in touch "1th the Khaksars m India to assist tl1em 
in throwing oIT the British yoke Both JJiushhal hhan and Fa:zal 
llalu had connections with German and Itatnin Legations m 1'.'\bul 
apparcnti) Jor subvcrtmg tbe Brltls'h m lnihs ,. 

The lnform1t1on Dureau first did not beheve the nuthentic1ty 
or the reports n.gardmg the German J..bak'3r alhanCI. but a 
thorough search later on pointedly said tbnt the meMa.,es were 
necessarily genmnc u 

The npplaus .. th1t tbe J..hak.s.-.r Mov!.ment rcceived at the 
Alu•arh Muslim Untvers1ty was great with students and some 
Profe~sors freely part1c1pat1ng in 1t 

Ahgarh shot into promm~ with Sir $an1d Ahmad Khan18 

who founded the Muhammad:m Anglo Oncntal College there tn 
1877 for tlle hbernl education of the Muslims By steady e!I'orts 
the tiny college grew lnto n Umvers1tY m 1920 and became the 
forerunner of m'\ny or the socio poltt1eal movements- Ahgnrh 

1 Home Dtp'lrtm.:nt rile No 74/1/41 Pol (I) Pt JI P 18S (ore1gn 
tonnl:Ctlon 

• Home Dct1artm nt File No 28 S/43 Pol (I) E11:tract from survey 
No 39or1943 for tho wcel. endmg 211d ~tober 1941 JI 16 ! 

11 1011/ 
Dorn m 1817 entered Drittsh service and rettre.:t 11~ a Muns1r foun~ 

MAO College in 11!77 opposed the lmh1n National Con~ a grC'll cd11ca 1 

uonsst nnd rcrormer dred m 1898 
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School opposed the Indian National Congress m 1885,1' welco.med 
the partltion of :Bengal m 1905 and took a leading part 10 the forma
tion of the Muslim League m 1906 Hitherto Ahgarh School 
pursued a pobcy of cooperatlon \\1tb tl'e British Government but 
from 1907 a wave of ant1-Bnt1sh attitude blew over there, and u1 
1920, during the Kh1lafat-non-<:ooperation da}s its old alumni 
founded a counter University-the Jam1ah Mtlhyah u 

Smee AI1garh was the cultural, educational and political <:entrc 
of the Indmn Musalmans e'ery movement w.is nourished here by 
the students The reception of the Khaksar movement among 
students and professors should not therefore be astonishing 
Unt~ers1ty students paraded side bv side with local Kbalsars, 
attended camps and performed mentonous social sen1ce 
Rad1m1ce,19 the party organ had started publication m Alrgarh 
under the ed1torsl11p of a student assisted by Professor Amir Hasan, 
Dr Rafiq Ahmad. and Mr Durrani ~3 The Rrulia11ce, while 
supportmg the cau~e of the Khalsars pleaded for cooperation \\1th 
all It wrote Khdsars are peacefal and Ja.,.-ab1ding everywhere 
They are every11 here am..1ous to cooperate 1tith the author;t1es as 
w1tb other communities for the mamtenance of public order and 
sccunty of the country •i1 

It "as durmg the heyday of the Khal-.sar Movement that the 
Government focussed its attention on tbe Ahgarh Muslim 

"Sir Savyid opposed the rnd1an "la!Ion'l.I Congress on lhe g"Ound that 
the mo,cment was 1>tematute Mushms \\cte educal!onally bacl..; anl and the. 
Hindus ;•ere ahead oflhem He mtcnded that these 'l"o eyes' of our molhcr 
country may shme bright 1\lth equal grace and brdhance It'' as only posstble 
1>hen the t\\O altained equal educat1onal status Sit Sayy1d therefore de\otcd 
l11mrelf to lhe de1 clopment of \foslim education 

"In 1920--21, dunog. the Khdafat Mmcment, a section ot the old 
alumlll of the MAO College d1safiiha1ed the111.>ehcs and founded a National 
Umvers1t} at Ahgarh in oppoSJIJon to the Ahgarh M:uslnn Unners1ty Later 
0111t \\as shifted lo Delhi and '1as named asJamia l\1tlbyah 

"'It Yas a 'lleet.l; started in the firs• 11eek of Febma•y 1941 This 1s not 
lo be confused "~th the present Rad1a11ce published from Delb1 

••Home Depnrrnent, File No 74{8/~l, l'ol (l}. pp i5-93 
=•Tire Rad1a1Ice, May IS, 1941. Also see lhtd, !\fay 22, 1941 
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Unwcrs1ty and tl1e Intclhi:ence reported that besides dozens or 
~tudents Professor Abdul Sattar Khalr1 Prof~or D.tbar Mirza 
Profe%or Z:ifar ul Hasan Dr Lodh1 Kanm Hyder Dr Abdul 
Aziz. Dr l\tans\1r Dr Ab Hyder Proft.s~or Rabmatullah 
Mr Ab1d Ahmad Ah Mr Ahmad Wahab Kham Dr Rafiq 
Mr Obaydullah Durrant Pr '\m1r Hasan Abdul Azu; Memon 
Dr N1yaz and Mr Daslur Ahm.id 1'.han were also its active 
members They msllgated students 11.lld got them enrolled 1 J:ven 
Dr Sir Z1}a lid Pm tlte Um,ersity Vice-Chancellor v.as s;i1d to 
h:ue S)mpathy with the h..h;iks:ll'S a Some or them bad been to 
Germany married German women and brought with them the 
Niz1 ideology introducing 1t m the h..haksar Mo\ement The 
Jntelh~encc Dureau wrote to the Home Department that the 
mformnhon they received sui:gestcd the ei:1stcnce of what v.e call 
the G\.rman cell m the Ahgarh University wh1..:h v.as m1>st '\C\lte 

and powerful ' The Home Department sent a statement of its 
own find1na:s to thr.. Director of Informauoa Bureau and sought 
further mform1t1oa about Ptofes~or Abdul Sattar J..ham Professor 
Dab1r Muza and Dr ZJhr ul Hasan ctc • In lus reply Mr lI J 
Frampton added some more facts to the knowledge of the Home 
Departm nt He ob~erved that (i) Prof1.ssor A S 11...hJtn had the 
prevdcee of rece1vmg a c:.opy of H1tlt.r ~ Re1chstag speech of 1933 
(1i) he v.as 'lskcd for a report on n student who v.1shed to write a 
Jife of Hiiier in 1914 (11/) he was 1n touch w11h the German 
Consulate \\ho sent him a copy of an article on the Hiders Youth 
Movement (n) he sent tus trcetm.,s to littler on his birth day 
and was thanl.ed by him 0 

Home DeJ.':lrlment f1k No 74{8 41 Pol (1) p 8 
JluJ 
Hom.. Dep;utmcnl lnti:Ut;cnce Dun:au Government of India S mla 

dated August t6 1939 lo H J Frampton Drputy Sel;retary to Government of 
India Home Dep:iruncnt File No 111/40 Pol (I) "lazi rropaC'lad:t ID 

\ligarh Unm~rsily 
• Lc:ttcr of lhc Ilomc Dcparlmrnt sent to Dm:clor lnformatton nnre:tu 

dated Ju\)' 11 1?46 (Home) file No lUl41l Pol (I) 
L<:ttcr of H J rrampto11 Dy Sc1:rctary to Oo\crnmcat of Jnd1'l 

(Home) to the Si:crct:iry (llomc) d.tted rebruary 10 19-U 
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The Khaksar Movement and a Nazi Cell m the Muslim 
University led to the development there of an anti-Brittsb attitude 
The Secretary of State for India realised that the mm of the 
Khaksar Movement had changed from 'social service and general 
uplift: of the people' to that of ro1htant preparation 'In view of 
the mcreasmg military character of the movement,' he wrote to the 
Viceroy, 'I feel sure that. S1kandar sho\ved both courage and W!.)C 

statcsmanslup in promulgating; an. order bannms the more martial 
side of its actlv1t1es It would certamly seem that the moYe
ment 1s assuming an AH-India importance A tlung that has 
puzzled me a good deal 1s to find a man like Sir Ziauddm attending 
a pnvate meetmg of the orgamsat1on, and th~ brmgs me to the 
existing .$1tuat1on m connection w1th the Ahgarh Umvers1ty The 
reports which have been commg tn as the .ttmosphere wluch 
prevatls there are certainly somewhat d1sqmetmg In a recent 
report by the Central Intelligence Bureau 1t is stated that consider· 
able pro-German propaganda 1s bemg camed on by no less than 
four of the Professors at the Umvers1ty ·~' Sir Fmdlater 
Stewart of India Office also asked for mfotmation about the 'Nazt 
Cell' at Ahgarh from the Home Secretary, Mr R M Maxwell 
The Secretary replying said that latest reports m his possession 
revealed little of 'German propaganda m the Umvemty and that the 
elements formerly engaged m such propaganda are now directmg 
tlmr energies to the support of the Khaksar movement •2s 

As stated above the Central Jntelhgence Bureau bad informed 
the Home Department of the existence of a 'Nazt Cell' makmg 
inroad m the Khaksar students of Ahgarh and no Jess than 
fourteen stair members were sard to have been ass1stmg the promo
tion and propagatmn of Khaksar-Nazi relations m the Umvers1ty 
On the top of the movement were Professor A, S Kham, Dr M 

"Extract from a private lett~r of the Secretary ot State to the Viceroy, 
dated, May, 1940, Home Department, Fde No 111/40, Pol (I), pp S, 9 

>a Str Ste1Vart•s letter to Mai.\\ell, dated January 9, 1940 aud Mn"Cwell's 
reply, secret D 0 to Sir Ste1Hirt, dated May 18, 1940, Home Department, File 
No lll/40, Pol (W) 

103 



Kl!All.MR MOVZ::.\I~ IN !NOIA 

Dabar Mirza Professor Zafar ut Hasan Dr Lodht Kanm Hyder 
who propag1ted Nazi dogm1s And Dr Abdul Auz Dr Asghar 
Ah Hyder Ah1d Ahmad Ah Ahmad Wahab Kham Dr Raftq 
Ahmad Mr Obaydullah Durram Moulavi Ami Memon and 
Mr Dasb1r Ahmad khan preached among the Khaksar students 
hostd1ty towards the Pun1ab und Dntish Governments 

Let us fU'St acquaint ourselves \\>1tb the Professors who '~ere 
said to h:ne sponsorc..d the k.haksar Mo\ement m the Muslim 
Um\ers1ty Dr Abdul Aziz and Dr Asghar Ah Hyder They 
graduakd tn science from the Um\ersity of Allahabad and prc>
ceeded to Berlin where they did their Ph Ds They married 
Germ"ln \\omen "lnd only for this they were suspected or sowing 
seeds of d1ss ns1on ai,,ams! the Drillsh Mr Ab1d Ahmad Ah took 
Ins M A degree m Arabic from the Aligarh Muslun Umvers1ty 
m 1927 and WJS selected as a lecturer m the IApartmentof Arabic 
Jn 1932 be left for Enahnd 1nd took his doctorate from tbe O'tford 
University On return 11 Jomed the Muslun League and bec1me 
President of the Ahi,arh University Mushm League. He did not 
come out with anu Bnt1sh utterance his only sm v.as his friend 
ship Willi Dr A S }..ha1r1 and Dr Dabar M1rzu the two most 
prominent acll\e members or the German Cell Closely associated 
\Hth Mr Ab1d Ahmad Ah was Mr Abdul Wahab k.hatn who 
ncted :is Secretary to the University Branc.h of the League In 
1939 wl1en there occurred a clash beh\een Uni\ers1ty studc.nts and 
the pobc."C on some polttical issue he. addressed the University 
students nnd 1old them that the clash "as d1rC1-tcd agi.unst the 
Brittsh Moreo\er being a nephew of Professor A S !..ham he 
was a suspect. Dr Rafiq Ahmad Professor of Botnny1 emerged 
ns the most \Jrulent J...h'\ksar leader m the Umvers1t} Arter the 
clash of March 1940 bch,cen the fo..haksars and the PunJ:ib 
Government m Lahore be orgamsed students for ag1t'lt1on ng:unst 
the Punjab Governments order m connection with the 1'.haksar 
disturbances Closely assocmtcd "'1th !um was Mr Oba}dullah 
Durram J>nnc1pat of the Tcx:hmcal College who was reported to 
be m charge of the l..baksar orgamsatJon 111 the Muslnn Umverl.lty 
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Being m charge of the Umversity Khaksars body, he was 
naturally i11 assoc1at1on with Dr Rafi.q m organismg the agitation 
agamst the Punjab Government and the means he suggested were 
to be both v101ent and non~v1olent as the s1tuat1on demanded. 
Moulav1 Abdul Aziz Memon, Chairman of the Arabic Depdttmcnt 
eulogised German ammunition and German acts of chivalry and 
believed that they would win the war He characterised the 

Brtbsh as 'masters of propaganda and that veracity was not always 
their vrrtue ' 

Last but not the least, the name of Baslu.r Ahmad Khan,•0 

lecturer m the Department of Cnghsh, appeared m the reports of 
the Intelligence Bureau (Home Department) The report neither 
called him pro·German nor antt·Bntish but said that m his classes, 
instead of teaching Engltsh be began !us lecture with a review of 
the contemporary poht1cal s1tuatton He would also tall.. of 
communism and said that the Germans would wm the war but the 
commumst doctrines would gam an upper hand The communist 
ideology had so much influenced him that he would ask his students 
to wnte an essay on 'India After Five Years' What he expected 
his students to write was that mstead of either German or Br1t1sll 
mfiucnce, communism would hold the field m India after the end 
of war 

Among those who were charged with Gcrman-Khaksars act1V1-
t1es m the Umvers1ty, the name of Professor Abdul Sattar Kllam3n 
comes on the top His anti·Bnttsh career had begun since 1915 
when he went to Constantinople and laid the foundation of a 
society called the Ukhuwwat-al-Islam with the introduction of a 
magazine m Urdu called the Uklmwwat In 1917 he v1s1ted 
Scandmavia on an Ant1-Bnttsh campaign and after the end of 

••Mr Il1sb1r Ahmad Khan later on became Professor and Head of the 
Engllsh Department and 1s popularly known by his abbreviated name, Pro
fessor :e A Khan 

••Son of Maulav1 Abdul Hamid, a pensioned Government servant 
Professor Abdul Sattar Kham was Professor of German and French m the 
Ahga.rh Muslim UotVers1ty 

105 



KJIAKSAJI. J.10\ lmtNl' N JNI>JA 

\\orld Wnr l m 1918 he served m theBolsbev1k Propaganda Bureau 
at Moscow \\here he contacted Lenin and the Centtal J:xecut1ve 
Committee of the Soviets Crrcumst.mces reduced him to poverty 
and m 1919 he went to Berlm to ~k fortune There be aga1n 
became u moneyed man Dunni: th ... KMafdl Mo\ement he wns 
a confirmed Khllafat1st :ind held the view that the kh1Jafat 
Movement ''as the only \\ay to secure freedom for India In 
Germany he married a German girl converted her to Islam and 
named l1er rnum,h Kham and return1.d to Ahgarh wh re he got 
Professorship in German and French He later JOUlcd the Ahgarlt 
branch of the Muslim Lc1gue and became its President ln lndu1 
also he continued hts anti Dr1t1sh propaganda and \\as alleged to 
be in receipt of funds from Germans His wife edited 'l JOUmal 
entitled the Spmt of 1/ie Tune belllg a resume of the German 
magazines and pro Nazi rev1e\\s She received money from German 
sources especially from the Alh:mze Und Stuttg-trter Insurance 
Company She rcguhrly recct\ed copies of the National Social11t 
lofonthl} and some other magazines from Germany In 1939 the 
Central Intelh.,ence Offi e reported that J...ham was in th1. pay of 
the German Nazi party and h d considerable connect1ou~ m 
Constantinople Syria Lcbmon Germany ltnl) Spam nnd Japan 
His paper the Spmt of the Time had a large cm:ulation 10 

Germany 1t was s.i1d to be more popular in G-rmany than in tbe 
land of its origin 1..ham was asked by the German Consulate to 
select Mushms to ret:ene Deutsche Aledemic Scholarship for the 
study at Munich \\here he '\\as lnown to be a 'cry actt~e 

prop1g:1ndtst of the German language and culture in the Ahgarh 
Mushm Unners1t) 

Besides l>emg so active m the .illeged Nazi propaganda he \\as 
connected with the Muslim League and the .khaL.sars Tbe Muslim 
1. ... ~ "' """ wt;" S~'l'-Con m tf Q v cw of hi. ~..l.'if ~~UWl:ll pf 
fore1.,n lands requested him to write n book shonmg how the 
Sudetan a~nnnns orgamscd and freed tbi:mselves for the l\fosbms 
of lnd1a to emulate them He drew up a rore1gn Propagand.i 
Scheme \\hicb was appro\<.d by the Musbm Lea.,uc rore1gn Sub 

IPG 



NAZI Cl:Lt, AND i\IUSL!M UNIVERSITY 

Committee Among other things the scheme suggested (1} the 
formation of a Central Indlan Bureau for developing cultural 
rel<1tions and understandmg with fore1g11 nations and (11) the openmg 
of brancl1es of the Muslim League m Islamic countries He hunself 
wrote out a number of pamphlets for propaganda m fslam1c 
countries Kham believed that Hitler was pro·Muslrm, tliat 
Fascism and Nazism were rnd1spensablc for Pan-Islam1sm, that to 
ovclthrow the Bnt1sh impenahsm the Muslims of India needed 
Germa11 help and that he would prefer the Germans rule to the 
Bntish 

The next man of cons1derable note m the Khaksars orgamsa· 
lion v1s·a-v1s German Cell m the Umvemty was Dr Babar Mirza, 
son of Mr Aziz Mirza Moghal, hmling from Hyderabad After a 
bnlhant academic career at the Universities of Osmanrn. and 
Bombay, he studred Botany m Frankfurt m 1927-29 and JOmed the 
Ahgarh Mushm University as Reader and Chamnan of the 
Zoology Department Hts v1S1t to Germany m the years to come 
was regular (1930-31-38) and he attended the Nuremberg Congress 
of the Nazi Party m 1938 He married a German woman and 
havmg been much impressed by the Germans, he delivered a 
lecture on 'Modern Germany A lessoa for India' at tlte Rampur 
Hamid Hall under the auspices of the University branch of the 
Muslim League on February 2, 1938, m which he praised Hitler 
and his Germany But m 1939, when World War II broke out, he 
offered his services to the British Government to avoid arrest 

In Marcb 194() m cooperation with Dr Rafiq Ahmad and 
Mr Obaydullah he orgamsed the students of the University for 
agitation agamst the ban imposed on the. Khaksars The Intelh
gcnce reported tbat he was a promment member of the Nazi Cell 
at the Umvemty 

Next to Babar Mm:a m importance was Professor and Chair· 
man of the Economics Department, Dr Lodh1 Kanm Hyder, son 
of M1yan Nadtr Ah of Matore, Kahuta Tehstl, Ra,\alpmd1 and 
cousin of Khan Bahadur Abdul MaJ1d, Assistant Dm:ctor of tl1e 
lntclbgc11ce Bureau Prou:cding to England from the MAO 
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College on a Government Scholarsb1p in 1!10!1 he graduated from 
Cantab in EconomtC$ in 1912 and then went to Germany There 
he fell Ill and was nursed by Fraule1n Wotr ohn a German girl who 
v.as a colleite fnend of Dr Hvder To?tards the end of the wir lte 
re.turned home His sojourn 1n G rmany aroused considerable 
susp1c1on in the British circle in India 

Fr.iul1.tn Wolfsobn w.is e 1ger to came to India to marry 
Dr Hyder and applied for a passport Dr Hyder s movements 
\\ere shado?ted but on the recommenJatton of 1'.. D Abdul MaJ1d 
Colonel kaye (the then Director fntellu:cnc Bureau) made no 
ObJect1on to her arrival in India But while giving permis:,1on Col 
1'..a)e recorded a note tint but for the 1'..han Dahndur s r1.commen 
dallon be would not h:l\e consente:l The khan Bahadur had 
guaranteed Dr Hyder s entll'e loyalty to the Br1t1sll Governm nl 
and dechred that the !ady was not int1 Br1t1sb but of Jewish 
German blood She reiched Bombay on March 9 1923 nnd \~as 
mamed rn 1939 uh1fe returning from England the couple did 
not land m Germany afrau.I of being stranded 1f war broke out 
In August 1939 a se..ret report stated that Mrs. Hyder "as on 
espionage to the Nazi nnd tlus was the reason why Dr Hyder s 
offer of his serw:es in connection with the mterrogat1on of German 
internees were not accepted by the Go\ernmt.nt 

Nelt m unportance is Mr Zafir u\ Hasan Professor of 
Pl11losophy who openl) told lt1s da~ses that Germanv Italy and 
Japan were tile friends of Islam and the Mushms must seek the 
support of these countries Among the Germans he Cll.JOYed a 
pos1hon of esteem and was \lSl!t.d by the Vice-Consul for Germany 
in 1!138 He was offered a scholarsh1p by the Alexindcr Von 
JJumholdt Jnstitute m D\.rlm and m the middle or September 1939 
he rc:iched London from Vienna H ... was in correspondence Nth 
Dr Pausch Vice Consul m India for Germany He also roamed a 
German v. oman 

Th11s there is a lon11: hst of inemb~v. of the staff who marrie;l 
German \\omen and were consequently suspectt.d This being the 
cond1t1on of the Slaff 1t \\as d1ffi~ult for the Government to llfrCSl 
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al! of them HO\\e>cr delay might have caused greater d1ssemma· 
tion of Nazi Propaganda Therefore E Conran-Smith, Secretary 
to the Government of India, m an Express but most secret Jetter 
wrote to R F M11d1e Chief Secretary to the Government of Uruted 
Provinces that the Government of India, being convinced of the 
e;1.1stence of a Nazi Cell m the Mushm Unwers1t)' justified imme
diate recourse to Defence of India Rules 129 (1) (a} and 126(1) 
(b) for search of the houses of the above named professors and 
their 1mmed1ate arrest tf found guilty Utmost secrec} was 
cauti.oned and the CIOs and Deputy cros, were asked to render 
every assistance The Secretary, '\lule heavmg a sigh of relief, at 
the summer ''acati.on '\\hen most of the students bad gone to their 
homes Jessenmg chances of a student demonstration, warned the 
provmcial Go\ernment to meet the situation firmly m case of a 
student demonstration 31 The Viceroy also \\rote to the Secretary 
of State about these instructions to the UP ,Go,ernment m connec
tion with the arrest of nme members of the teaclnng staff agai:nsl 
whom, there ''as strong suspicion of prcJud1c1al actmhes 3! 

In compliance ••1th the abo,•e mstructrnns the Government of 
UP made a thorough search of the houses of Professor A S Kham 
and others on July 8, 1940, and he and bis wife, Fatimah Kham 
v.ere arrested The former was detamed m Dehra Dun Jad "'bile 
the latter ln the Na1mtal Jad Dr Bahar M1r:za v.as m Hyderabad 
for his summer vacatton \\hen he returned to Ahgarh on July 
15 1940 the Central Government telegraphically asl;:ed the UP 
Government to search his house But the Chief Secretary to the 
Government of UP m a telegram to the Home Secretary said 
that a search \\ould be 'undes1rable and probably fnutless• and 
while adm1ttmg that he Mis connected with the Nazi Cell it was 
also possible that there might be reaction to such a mo\e as 

"'I..ctler oftheSecre'tar; (Home) to Chief Secretary UP. dated Simla, 
May 30, 1940, Home Department, File No 111/40,Pol (I), p 137 

•• V1ooroy's tclegrnm to tbi: Secretary of State, dated lune I, 194() Ho11e 
Department, 11 l /40, Pol (IJ 
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Mina wns regnrded ns quite a popular figure ' 3 among U1m c:rsity 
students In view of Dr M1rzn s outstanding personah1y the 
contemplated search 'l'ias a\01ded 

The mam \tct1ms of the search being Professor }..ham and 
Mrs J...him 1heir family \~as reduced to great hardslup and it 
would be mtcrcstmg to narrate bru:Oy their cases ln the search 
their house produced German magazines German papers and some 
letters of German fncnds Smee Mrs J..ham "as editor of the 
Spirit of t/1i Time the e•ustence of this matem1I \\.tS inevitable. 
Dut no trace wis found of German Cell or any direct correspond 
enee with the German Consu!a1e or German Goveromenf Never 
thcless they \\ere arrested Their elder son nnd two younger 
diughters \\ere kept at Ahg·uh nnd the local D1str1ct Mag1~trate 
loo~ cd after tbcm M Sometime later both daughters of the h.hams 
Y.erc allo\'\ed to go to Nnimtal to reside with their mother at 
Go\crnmcnt expenses The elder daughter Mus Zalnnb Khain 
refused to avail or the pnv1legc but tile youngt.r one aged 11 
accepted the offer It appears from the records or the Home 
Department that Mrs kbam was granted rs 2 and her youngw
daughter Re I per d.iy for e~penses 03 

Abdul Rahman J..ham (17) and Ztunab Kham (lS) son and 
dauiihter of Professor A S kha1n made rcprr:sentat1on agamst the 
un;ushfted arrest ofthe1r parents for their alleged anti British ath 
tudc Jn their letters they r~futed the charge and made am nt1on or 
their p1t1able circumstances but the Government refused to ltsten •a 

Secret Intcll gcnce Bureau llomc D panmen1 DIUUO No JOI/Tor/ 
40 (lJ d31td October 12 J!l40 

sec Conridcnt111l DO L<:ttcr No 139dated July 9/10 1940 rrom t:>1stnc1 
?whglmalc Ahgarh to the Ch1cC"itcrchry to 01)\ernmcnt orUP Lueknow 

u Home Dcpllrlmcnt File No 18/33/40 Pol 
• S« Abdlll Rahman !<.hams letter tD V1r:"foY lbrough the V1te

Churc:ell11r :Musbm trnncmly dated December 4 1940 Sit Akb4r Hyder! 
Mcmti<:r of "V1ccrDy s I:xceutue Coun•1I Department of lnfonnauon ancl 
llroadcustmg also presented an appe.al of Prore'!Sor }..halr1 s bro1ber Dr Abdul 
Jabbi.r lJialri on behll II' or ProfeS!lor J..halrl but wuh no elT et Shams-ul 
Ulnma Moulav1 Sayy1d Ahmad lmnm ofll1c Jama MllSJtd Delhi b:ld gone lo 
Seer 111cy to plc:ld their auc 
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Thereafter Sir Shah Muhammad Sulayman, V1ce-Chancellor of 
the Mushm Omvers1ty asl..ed for an interview WJtb the Secretary to 
the Home Department to present a duly signed declaration of 
Kham The Shah ultimately went to Delhi on November I 5, 1940 
to plead the case of Professor Kham and continued writing 
to Conran-Smith but failed to secure hts release 11 Sir Sulayman's 
Delhi v1s1t was to convmce the Secretary that Professor Kham was 
21ow different from his former self He put up a draft to the 
Secretary for his cons1derat1on, and contended (a) that he had 
himself served a notice on Kham and smce then Kham did not 
appear to have shown himself m any way ant1·Br1tish, (b) that 
his paper the Spmt oftllc Tmie attacked the Bolshev1k-s and not 
the British and that he had d1scontmued tins paper after a warning 
was served on him , (c) that lus motive for pubhslnng advertise
ments from German firms was only to finance the paper, (d) that 
he tried to secure scholarships from Germany because of the feeling 
that Hindus were getting more scholarship than the Musa!· 
mans 38 The Secretary m his reply to the V1ce-Chancellor wrote a 
Jong Jetter, JUStlfymg the arrest of Professor and Mrs Kham He 
pleaded that Mrs Kham was 'an enemy subject by origin and her 
restriction m time of war 1s no less 1ust1f,ed than the restnchon of 
seve1al other persons of enemy origin whose sympathies are 
suspected of remammg with Germany m spite of their formal 
acqu1s1tion of British c1tizensl11p' Moreover 'Kham's interest m 
the promotion of Indo-German relations mvolved correspondence 
relating purely to Germany's polztlcal asp1rat1ons ' He concluded 
tl1at the restnct1ons imposed on the couple for a permd of war 
was Justified 39 But Sir Sulayman was not disheartened and 
contmued his efforts for Kham In his letter to the Secretary, 

., S•r Shah Sulayman's letter to Conran-Smith dated November S, 1940, 
Horne Department, File No 111/40, Pol (!} 

•• Home Department, File No l l l 140, Pol (!), p 4o 
., Letter from E Conran-smah, Secretary to Gover~ment of Jndm, 

(Home) to Hon'ble Sir Slt-ih Muhammad Sulayman M A , LLB , D.Sc, V1oe
Chanccllor, Muslim Uo1vers1ty, Allgurh undated Home Department, Flle No 
111/40, Pol (l), pp 166, 167 
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Gou~mmcnt of Ind11 he 1gam wrote I would bowCl er again 
press for your J..md cons1d ration the question of giving some 
m:untenance aUownnce to their chtldren against whose innocence 
there c:in he no susp1c1on Mr l..ham has alrc'ldy exhausted nll 
his leave lus sal:lry is automatically stopped His cluldren '\re 
badly m need or help and their condition 1s p1t1able •• The reply 
rccened by the Shah \~as the ~ame ind no cons1derat1on was 
e1ven 

As a matter of fact the suJTcnngs nnd pmattons of J...hnm s 
son and dau_htcrs were great Abdul Rahman Kham wrote to his 
father 

'11\e are here m great d1fficult1es v.e bave not a single 
pie. Th winter 1s npproachmg nncl we have got no warn1 clothes 
my lellaf 1s also fall mg to pieces r ha\e got no shirts to "1e:ir no 
shoes e'tcept one p:ur whlct1 1s old and m breal..mg position and 
v.htch cant last long 1 have not even 011e anna to write a letter 
to you so this will be the last letter For this letter also l 
borro\\ed from lbhan to send you u Kham s dauehter Z:unab 
Kham \"\ho ne\er \Hote to him s.mce his imprisonment ult1m1tely 
was constrained to ''rite to him about the se'rere str:ut~ which they 
were led to So many thm11;s have reached a point she wrote 
where 1mmed1ate action has 10 be tal. .. en servants h:ne to be 

paid their three months JldY Dills are to be paid I am getting 
\~orsc and v.orse and need med1c1m.s which nre co~tly u 'M~ head 
1s troubled continually by these problems what now whit then l 
s1mpl) can t go M..c this Tile v.orld JS full or evil thoughts. They 
\\On t le:ne already a troubled family 1n peace Specially my 

Letlcf (rom Sir Shah S11layman to C Connin Sm1lh dated Allg:irh 
rebruary 18 1941 Home Dcpartm:nt Flle No 111/40 l'ol (I) 

Letter Crom Abdul Rahman Kbair1 to Professor A S Khaln dated 
Abgarh Sq>tember 27 1940 Pror~$SOr A S 1'.'liairi mentioned this leucr in one 
or hi$ letlct$ sent ID M A Jmnah dated <rtnber 12 1940 from Dehm Dun 
01stn~tJ:ul See Home Dcrarlmcnl Fife No lll1~0 l'ol (I} P 1'7 

Z111".ib wns of very delicate health D$ she lmd been opemlcd (or 
nppend1c11ls. She pas..eil mtermcd11te in the Fusi Dlvmon and wiu preparing 
tnlva!ely for B A 
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pos1t1on is so delicate So many thmgs have reached the breaking 
point My trouble is gettrng worse I need i:onstant care and no 
womes The best tbmg for me m this pos1t1on would be to 
marry Then many tlungs would be solved by themselves ~a This 
was the extremity of their desperation 

Whether Professor Abdul Sattar Kham and Mrs Kham were 
in close alliance w1th the Nazi Cell is sttll a mystery While Kham 
and lus wife were in deten!lon till the end of the war, the other 
Professors of the Muslim University were keenly \\atched 

•$See Professor A S Kham•i letter to M A Jumab, Debl'a Dun Jail, 
October 12, 1940 Home Dcpart1neot, Fd11 No 111/40, Pol (I). p 127 
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CHAPTER lX: 

KHAkSARS AND THE NATIONALIST 
MOVEMENT 

Tm: KllA!'SAR OROANISATION as already discussed was intended 
for social sen1ce to all 1rrespLctt\e or caste colour and rehg1on 
Hmdus and S1l.hs could nlso become its members som Hindus m 
the PunJ:ib h:id JOtned 1t They bad no intention to participate in 

poht!Wl but it \\as lmposs1ble for them to keep away from tt 
enhrely They \'\ere.. conc.erned \\tlh ~oc10 cconom1c problems 
which brou.r,bt them face to face \Hth poht1cal problems and m 
the Jndm of 1930 s no social orgamS'\tlOn could escape pohbcs 

In 1936 the Congress Committee decided to hunch a mass 
contact mo\ement to step up us pohtical achv111cs nnd wm 
sympathies of the m:isses who had kept aloor from the n'\tronal 
movement A meeting of the UP Pro\tncml Congress Committee 
\\as held on Au~ust 27 I 936 under the chrurm:insh1p or and at the 
residence of Rafi Ahmad K1dwa1 to discuss the question of mass 
contact mo\ement Among the m:un part1c1pants were Pt Jnwa 
harlal Nehru Acharya J B 1.npalan1 Acharya Narendra Deo 
I..esllllv beo Malv1)'tl and Dr Sampumanand 1 lo June 1936 the 
Provincial Conference passed a resolution to de\elop ever closer 
associatton bi.t\\een the masses and the Congress orgamsahon and 
called upon all Coni.;ress Committees to further tlus policy by 
work.mg among Ilic masses and taking part m their I.lay to-aay 

Hom~ D~partment rile No 4 44/36 Pol 
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struggle, by making large number of members to the Congress, by 
making the primary committees oftlte Congress work and help m 
shapmg Congress policy 2 The mass contact movelllent grew to 
popularity and resulted m the success of the Congress 1n the 
electron that 1m1nediately followed, enablmg the Congress to form 
mm1strres m most of the provinces The Kbaksars had notlung to 
do wzth the Congress mm1str1es bemg a social organisation It 
continued to function smoothly But as the days passed the 
Khaksars got an idea that the Congress mmIStnes were unJust to 
the Mushms 

The Congress mm1stnes had become an eye-sore to the Muslim 
League wh1cl1 found repression and atrocities bemg committed on 
the Muslims 'Drunk with success and power,' says Muhammad 
Noman, 'Congressmen were swept off their feet Every move of the 
Congress was, and 1s, a step m the direction ofHmdu dominatrnn '3 

The mstallation of Congress mm1stnes immediately led to the 
mtroductlOn of Bande Matram m the Legislative Assembly sung at 
the opening of each day's proceedmgs, and openmg or Hmdu 
mstttut1ons It naturally provoked the Musllms who considered it 
a Hmdu RaJ 'Ever smce the advent of Congress M:tnistr1es,' to 
q1mte Noman again, 'the 1rnpress1on had gone round that SwaraJ, 
which to the Hindu mmd 1s synonymous with Hmdu RaJ, had 
been established and the Hindus could unpose their w1ll, trample 
upon Muslim nghts and senttrnents, and play havoc w;th the life 
and property of the Mushms •t The League appomted con1rn1ttees 
under the pres1dentsh1p of RnJa Muhammad Mehdi of P1rpur and 
S M Shanf to mvcsl1gate the Muslim complamts agamst the 
Congress RaJ The P1rpur Report and the Sham Report unani
mously declared that the Muslims were tbe worst su[erers and 
Congress aumstnes purely resembled tile Hmdu RaJ Mr A K 
Fazl-ul-Haq, Premier of Bengal, m a pamphlet entitled Muslim 

•The H111dusian Times, September 3, 1936 
' Moh1mmad Noman, Mrislmr Jlrdta (Allahabad 1942), pp 37l-372 
' Mohammad Noman, ap c1t, p 374 Also sec Ram GopaJ, op est, 

p 259 
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S1iffmng' under Co11gress Rule cbarscd the Congress ministries 
'l'iith parhnl and UllJUSt treatment or lhe Musalmans under their 
rule Never before m lnc!Ja s luslozy 11e points out h11;e riots 
talcn a heavier toll orlife and property w1thm sucb a short space 
of time ns dunng t11e two and a half years of Congress admin1stra 
t1on in s1me of the Provinces orind1a In almost all or these 
nots and outbreaks Muslims ha'e adm1ttcdly be n the princ1p:il 
sufl'ercrs Was this merely '\ comc1dencc ? loot arson 
assault murder and mass terronsatson of wJHch our helpless 
co rehg1onists condemned to hve in predominant!) Hindu areas 
under Congress wen. the pitiable v1cums The Mushm case 
remains that durmg the Cnngress rei;1me they l\ere condemned to 
hve m terror nnd to su!Ter these atroc1hcs v.htle the law mo\ed 
tarddv or did not move at all a 

Thts \HIS \~hat the League thought ortha Congress RaJ But 
Mr Gopmath Snvasta ... a a Congress1te 1n his book Wlien Ille 
Co11qress Ruled rcruted the charges pramn~ the Congress d(lings 
dunn11; its 28 months of stay m office 

Maulann Azad feels that the Leagues charge was a mere 
propaganda 'lg:11nst Consress mm1str1es From his personal 
expenencc m the Parltamcntary sub-comm1Uee hesa1d thatthere v.as 
no injustice done to the Muslims by the Congress rnuustry But 
this much he also admitted that there might be cases or md1v1du'l1 
tnJustice but that it \\tas not due to communal reason but because 
or the v.e:iknesses of human nature and that such md!Vldual 
mJUS!lce could not be avoided under the best or circumstma:s • 

or lnte many evidences h:tve come to li,.,ht which pro\e that 
the" Congress orgamsallon had turned to communahsm nnd the" 
Congress ministries were tre:itmg the Muslims inhumanly In the 
papers of the All India Congress Committee one would find scores of 
letters of responsible nnd 1:ven unlettered Musluns mentioning the 

•A F.... Fazl ul Haq 'M11sltmS1lffim,,g1 Und Congre!s Rule CD=mbcr 
l9l9) pp I 18 

Maulana Azad Ind a HI 11 rre~om (Lonsmans J959) p 21 S"C also 
t> G 'Tt>ndulk:ir AbtM Ghoffar Khan p 3JO 
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atroc1t1es of the Congress m1mstnes, s1gh1ng and groaning under its 
rule These letters addressed personally to the Congress President 
and the Secretary in Urdu and Eughsh shatter the conv1ctton of 
those who claim that Congress Rule was a boon and tlirow ample 
J1ght on the much controversial and disputed period of Congress 
RaJ ' These letters simply say how the innocent Mushms were 
subjected to brutalities in the presence of Congress members and 
their despamng cries were laughed at This did !lot spare even the 
Congress Mush ms who gave their all 1n the services of the Congress 8 

Sulayman Jinnah, Secretary District Congress Musbro Mass Contact 
Committee wrote to Nehru from Jabalpur 

'The root of the dtsease I believe lies m the antt·Nattonal 
activ1ties camed on from time to time by the varmus town and 
district Congress Committees which have, I hold, fngh· 
tened the Mushm masses as to their rehg1ous integrity and their 
sl1are m the future admm1stration of the cotllltry and thus kept 
them away from Jommg hands with the masses m the fight for 
freedom I myself have experienced that maoy of the office-bearers 
1n the district and town Congress Committees have no clear head 
with regard to their Muslim brethren Often I have been w1tness 
to the most shocking treatment bemg meted out to them by tl1ese 
workers of our orgamsal1on ' 

He begged Pt Nehru to take a tour ol the country addrcssmg 
Congress Committees and to impress upon Congressmen what 
'their should be attitude towards tl1e Muslim masses, pomt them 
out their 'sms' which I am sure are often many, and give them a 
clear cut programme of Mushm mass contact '9 

'A-ICC Papers, M~ss Contnct Movement Letters of Ashfaq Ahmad, 
Val.ii, Ra1 Barel1, to Pt Nehm, dated January 14, 1939, Muhammad 
lfl1t.har Husayn Far1d1 to Congress President, dated January 10, 1939 from 
Morndabad, S U Fandt from Meerut dated January 15, 1939, Shay!..h Wans 
Ale from Manmudabad to Azad dated August 20, 1940 There 1s an extensive 
list oflettcrs which the space forbids See Fllc No D-7/1938-39, File No 11/ 
1941) 

•Letter of Sulayman Jmnah to Ncltru., dated April 24, 1938 available 
m the A-ICC PaNrs, Fde No G-32/l93S 

•1111<1 
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Mr Habrbullah ExecuhVI. Officer ofMeerut Municipal Board 
also threw hght on mountmg commun1hsm and wrote to Ja\\ahar 
131 Nehru that 1t was in the local bodies !hit the communal feclm2s 
''ere batched nnd that he could say '"1thout fear of bemg contra 
dieted th1t communal feehn,. could only disappear wh n thn 
maJonty commumty give protection to the mmority He briefed 
tum that m almost all Mumc1p1llt1es and D1str1ct DoarJs suffi~e11t 

Hinduism prev'ltled No Executive Officers from the Muslim 
community \\en, appomled and everywhere in UP all txecut1ve 
'll'ld high officers in Mumc1pahues were tl1mlus On\y in Debra 
Dun the L"tCCUll\ c Officer happened to b... the brother of Rnfi 
Ahmad kldw.it and 1t was through his mtlu ... nce th'\t his brother 
could continue on the post He complained tlmt e\en the most 
competent of the Musalm1ns 'HIS declared as sluggrsh and 
msens1ble Consp1r:u:1cs were made and articles \\ere l~ntten to 
papcr11 agamst thas ... a f1..\\ Mushm oi'iccrs who happened to hold 
any responsible post Presenting his own case he wrote that m 
AJmer where he Y.orJ.. .. d for four ) ars he raised the income of 
Mumc1pahty from Rs 5 13 OOO to Rs 7 73 OOO Y.1thout fresh 
taxation and the reserve fund from Rs 60 OOO to Rs 3 88 OOO 1n 
spite oftncreasmg e"<pend1ture and \\tlhout 1mpamne: efficiency 1n 

any br.inch of adm11u~trat1on No Hmdu of A3mcr he a~ttcd 
can blame me for Pro-Muslim vre\vs but still I \HIS nn cyc-sor ... for 

them They could not SCI. eye to eye a Muslim getting Rs 700 per 
month from the Mumc1pal fund They first started mntahon 
agamst me personally tool.. deputations to Governrocnt Officers 
sent rncmon.ils and wrote articles to the H111d1man T1111es Con 
sequentty the" hole Hmdu po put 1t1on was up against me bnngmg 
no -;pccml cll:ugc bnt mcfficieney \\luch is so wide lnstc:id of 
enrolling Muslims as members of the Congress '"lh due deference 
to you opinion I Vvotild suggest to find a solution to root out the 
cauSl.S wh1 h is not d1ffi1..ult It requires an open heart towards 
tbe mmor1ty not to endanger your own maJonty but only to give 
thetr due share Unless tt 1s done Muslims as a class cannot JOIR 

Congr~ Enrolment of Muslims "lS Conrrcss members can hale 
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no effect The p01son shall remam there and 1t can cause death at 
any moment '30 

Tl1e Congress office received letters of complamts not only 
from Muslims but Chnstians also objected to the way m winch the 
Hmdus treated them Lately, the Christians had shown their 
mterests m the Congress and Jts mass contact movement But the 
way m which the Congress was driftmg to communabsm bad 
frightened the Chnstians Their m1ss1011s met with a 'very stdf 
oppos1bon' from the Hmdus, presumably Congressmen How corn· 
muna!Jsm was makmg inroads mto the Congress organisation can 
very well be known from a letter of AW Moore, Mission House 
Sh1kohabad, UP, India To Pt Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr Kailash 
Nath Kagu he wrote •But there 1s seemingly a growmg tendency 
to mrx poht1cs and rehgmn to such an extent that this cooperation 
is becoming lllcrcasmgly difficult The other clay, Dr KatJU1 

when I sat m your meetmg at Shikohabad, I first saw w11tten on 
the gate the word 'OM' Then when you were seated, tile first 
tbmg on the programme was for the local Brahmm to place a 
ttlak on your forehead, and offer coconuts mto your hands ' 

'It seems to me that if you want the cooperation, .is I am 
sure you must, of non·Hmdus you must keep H1ndu1sm as such 
out of pubhc meetings, and warn against oppos1tmn to non-Hmdu 
faiths bcmg canied on the name of Congress '11 

lt was a departure from the Congress polrcy A clevage was 
evident and parlmg of ways was rncv1table Muslims were gomg to 
the opposite d1rechon Mr Asaf Ah, a staunch Congressman, 
stated that at that cntical period many Mushms asked questlons 
wb1cb it was dlflicult to answer They mqtured why responsible 

10 Letter of Mr Hab1bul!ah to Pt Jawahadal Nehru, dated Apnl 22, 
.1937, available 111 the A-FCC l'apers, File No 4l/1937 Mr H,1b1bullah was 
appointed tbe Executive Officer of Kanpur Mumc1pal Doard by Sir M G 
1-lalle!, Go\ernor of UP on the rccommcndauon of Public Service Comm1s. 
s1on m 1941 Thank God he 1b still o.h\e and the present author had the: 
honour of see111g lum m Kanpur 

11 Letter of Mr A W Moore to Pt Ja\\aharlal Nehru.and Dr Kmlasb 
Natll Kat1u. dated April 20, 1938, available m the A TCC Papers, File No 
G-32/1938 
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Muslim leaders who Mre in the Congress previously were sC>.enng 
tl1e1r connection from 1t Why Iqbal s12 son0 Sate leban sey 
Achha Hindustan Hamara was no more sung at Congress meetrn.,s 
and only Dande Matram was recited ii The ch1n~ is apparent 

Ram Oopal rev1e"mg the pos1hon of tbe Congress m1mstnes 
rightly says The 1nd1scretrons committed at lower le~els of 
the admm1stratron \\ere capable or correction at the annunl 
stock taling of adm1mstrat1ve actn11tcs but the Congress Gove~ 
tncnt stayed m tbc office for battly two years and had no time 
for correction T\\O }ear~ was too small a penod for the curing 
of chronic ills u It is m th back~round that ont. has to study 
the 1'.h1J..sar altitude to Indian politics 

The 1'.haksars did not regard the Co11gress as a communal 
body but llle atroc1t1cs perpetrated on the Muslim minority 
naturn.lly p:11ned them To get nd of the p1t1ab!e situation the 
only course that lay open to them was to orgnmse their volunteers 
to assist the Muslims The 11upos1tion of ban admm1St\.red a severe 
blow to the 1'..hal sars whose obJect was not to fight agamst any 
Go\crnment but to rectify tyranny and s1ve protection to helpless 
This is evident from a Jetter of Sir Mauk Fero ... Khan Noon \~Otten 
to Sir Regmald Mrumell Home Member of Council New Di.lh1 
The letter says 

Asha Olr1za11for Ah Ad~ocate Bulnndshahr (UP) who 1s 
a khaksar came to sec me this niornms and represented to me 
the p1tlllble cond1hon of tl1e Musalmans under the Mtnor1ty Pro
vinces particularly during tbese Congress C1ul D1sobed1ence 
Lawlessness He informed me that the Mussalmans of UP B1hnr 
and CP are most disturbed and he 1s not quite sure how m-iny of 

) Dr Sn Mnh:umnad Iqbal 1he philosopher and grtal Uran poet~ 
popula Jy o vn as the poet of the LI!st lie presided over the Annual 
Scu1orj ot the II fod1a Muslmt (.e3guc at Allahabad in 1930 nnd lu.s pres1dtn
hnl add"ress turn oul to be the rorcn11mcr ohhe idea of l'alai\~n He died 
1111938 \ 

D G Ten lk:ir Abdul G! qjf11t J..TUVI p 310 
'Ram Gopal rd1an /lfusllms A Po11t1C11l l/1m1r; 1857-1941 {Mia 

1959) P~\ 262-6J 
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Mussalmans scattered in the vlllages of these prov1nces have been 
murdered and their property destroyed Consequently there is a 
feelmg amongst the Mussalman circles that the Muslim Mmorihes 
of these three provinces at least should be given the power to orga· 
ruze volunteers for self·protcct1on Agba Ghazanfar Ah further 
requested that the ban on the Khaksars be lifted ' 

Continuing his Jetter S1r Feroz Khan strongly commended thls 
request to the V 1ceroy 

'It will be a source of cons1derablc satisfaction to the 
Mushm Mmor1ty m these three provinces to have Musalman 
volunteers to give them succour m case of need In many places 
m the UP law and order has broken down and probably the 
pohce withdrawn To whom are these poor people to look for 
protect1on, and then 1f the Government refuses to allow them to 
organize themselves for self-protection, I consider it a real hard
ship, and I would strongly urge on tl1e Government to remove the 
ban on the Khaksars m these three provmces almost immediately 
Agha Ghazanfar Ah mforms me that the Chief Secretary of the 
UP told him that he had no objections to ra1smg the ban against 
the Khaksars m the UP '15 

This letter 1s a conclusive proof that the Khaksars were never 
hosttle to Congress or League and if they approached the authonty 
for the lifting of the ban, 1t was only for self-defence In the 
forties they were busy with their own problems and had hardly the 
time to tl11nk of any other problem confrontmg to Ind1a But a 
drift was soon to come 

With the declaration of the World War II (1939) India laun· 
chcd a vigorous light for independence Congress m101str1es had 
resigned as India was made a party to the War 16 The League 
observed 'the Day of Deliverance or Thanks giving' all over India 
m 1ub1lat1on of the resignation of the Congress Ministries 17 W1th 

l• Letter from Sir Mal!k Firoz Khan Nun to Sir Reginald Maxwell, 
dated, New Delhi, September 17, 1942, Home Department, File No 74/4/41, 
Pol (1), Pt J, p l8S 

10 Tlie Bflrnbay Cltromc/e, December 8, 1939 
" Jmnah m a statement sn1d 

•I wish the Mussalmans all over India to observe Fnday. December 
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the pa~s1~e of time the \\ar situation gre\\ bid for the Allies 
Russian retre1t tn Europe and Japan s entry m the war as '1.ell 11s 
its attack on Burma caused panic among the people of India ia Its 
m1t1al success on thel:astcrn Frontier of lnd111 led all tbe statesmen of 
the ' orld to tlunk seriously about Jnd1'\ Marsbalf Ch1angka1 shel1 

the Chinese lender PrcMdtnt Roosc-.elt of America and Dr Evatt 
the Australian Fomgn Muuster expressed therr amc1ct11:s for India 1• 
The question \\llS as to how full support of lndm could be secured 
It \\OS a \1.Xed question lnd1a \\OU)d not lend its support till 
something substJnllal was done for it Jn \t~w or the Chinese 
American and Australian pressure the Dnllsh had to make a 
serious attempt to end the dc::i.dlocl :o On March 11 1942 the 
Churchill Governm nt announced its mtcnt1on to send Sir .Statrord 
Cripps to lndta \Hlh n conshtut1onnl scheme accepted by HIS 
MnJesty s Go•etnment Sir Cripps pnor to this n11<:s1on b:id 
d~b1-ved d1stmct1on for his d1ploni.icy m Russia about the \\Ur and 
w::1s expected to lad.le Indian constuutton~I 1~sue also Reaclung 
India on March 23 J 942 Sir Stafford Cnpps started consnlung 
poht1cal part•~ nnd ga\e !us Draft Dcclar1tton The proposals 
s::ud that for the reahza!lon of self i:o,ernment In Jnd1a steps 
would be tn!..en to create a new Jnd1an Union ha•mg fUIJ status 
of a Dominion by common "llleg1:Jncc to th Crown but equal to 

22 as the day of dcll~cr.111ce and 1hanks•nvins us a mark ol rcl cfihat the 
Co11grcss Gon•rnn nrs hwe at last ~ased to funcllQn I tn1s1 1ha11111 
public mce11ngs 11111 becondui.tcd ID an ordt:rly manner Wld 111'h all due scn.<e 
or humility and nothing siould be done wh1i:h \\Ill c..1use o!Te11ce 10 any Nhtr 
coltlmunlty bcllllU~ II 1$ the High Command of the Cong~\ l!lal b pnm'lril,v 
rc$poruiblc for lhe wrongs tbat have been done to UlC l\lu~salm1111s and olhcr 
m1norrt11:s See Mohammad Noman M ~um lnJ1a p 397 

' Ran1 Oopal llo Jnd a Stn1gglttl / r Frt1edom (Bombay l 67) p 4"7 
s 01'1 M~t-;!l lg RooSC\clt load written to Chucchtll The Japanese 

may l:tnd on the ~a.cons! of Durma They m1ghl bomlr.itd Calcutta l.cc 
W111s1on S Cbun:hall The S cod Jlor/J Jla Vol IV p 177 S~also 
Pa1tabh1 Sllarom~yya Tile Jl story of 1! c J flan NI onal C l'l.f e:u Val II 
(Bombay 1947) pp JO.J-7 

Hlrenc!rana1b MukCrJee lnJ/a S1rugglt':tfor Trud<'nr (Bombay 19~S) 
pp 186--1117 Si:i. also 5 k MaJumdar Jlnnal1 a d (ianJhT ll1tl role ln Ind/II :s 
qu<1st ftJr Frtt l 111 (Mukhopadhyay 1966) P 1S6 
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them m every respect, m no way subordinate m any respect of 
its domestic and external affairs ;i The Dcclarat1on provided the 
establishment of a constituent assembly but until the new constttu
tton was framed the British Government would be responsible for 
the defence of India and mvtted the 1mmcd1ate and efi'ective part!· 
c1patwn of the leaders of the prmc1pal sections of the Indian people 
m the counsels oftbe1r country :w But 1t d1d not make an advance 
on the August Oirer 1?:1 It only offered India a plan for the const1-
tut.1on-malmg body to be framed aficr tile war was over Both 
the Congress and the League rejected 1t and Gandhi called it •a 
post-dated cheque, on a bank that was obviously crashing ·~' 

Japan was knocking at the gates of Bur!l1a and people Ill tlleir 
thousands were commg to India, leavmg their hearth and home 
Japan's invasion of Iudm at any moment was considered a poss1b1-
ltty Therefore, there was no alternative left to the people of India 
but to start a new campaign-the Quit India Movement to drive 
the Bntish out of India 25 The Movement having failed Mr C 

" C H Pluhps, Tire E10/1i11<J11 uf l11d1a a11d Pllf..istm1, UJ57-1947, Se/eel 
Doc1111rents, (Oxford 1965), pp 371-73 

.. lb1tl 
·• After the commencement of World War 11 Lord Linbthgow, tile 

Viceroy issued a statement on August 8, 1940 containing cqnstl!uttonal propo
sal for India wluch also ~cccpted the right of Indians to frame their own 
const[lution afcer war, invited all political parties to cooperate rn war and 
finally assured the mmonties that the British G()vernment, •would not transfer 
p<Jwer to any syslem of Government whose authonty 1s directly desired by 
large and powerful elements 10 Indian National life ' 

·•Ram Gopal, lfow llld1a Struggled for SwaraJ, p 425 Michael Edwardes 
m !us Tile fem }'ems of 1Jrmsl1 /nd1a, (P 77} says •The "Draft Declaration" that 
Cripps, took with him repeated the terms of the August Offer of 1940, but it 
11cnt much furtlter on a number or points It conceded lndta's right to leave 
the British Commonwenlth if she w1sbed TJus 1mpl!ed that 'dominion status' 
now meant the same as mdependenoe ' 

•• The Quit India resolution lmd emphasis on the 1mmed1ate rccogm. 
t1Cm of Indian fn:edom and endmg of BnUsb rule m India lt further said, 
' The contmllation of that rule 1s dcgradmg and enfeebbng India and making 

' her progressively less capable of defendmg herself and of contnbutmg to tile 
cause of l\orld freedom ' See Jnwahar!al Nehru, T/1e D1sco1cry vf J11d111, 
{Asia 1966}, p 506, 
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RiJ:ilJopalachnn formuhted a scheme for Congress League settle 
ment V1!11ch populnrly became known as C R Fonnula • 

Thee R Formuh suggested that (1) the Mushm Leagueshould 
cooperate with the Congress in formutg a Provmc1..U Government 
for the trans1honnl period (n) at the close of war th re \\OU!d be a 
plebiscite 10 the North West and East of India \\here Muslims were 
m mnJor1tv on the basis of adult franchise to decide the issue of 
separation from India (111) all parties would advocate their point 
of view before the pleb1.c1te \\as held (1v) m case of separatton 
mutual agttement would be made for Defence 'lnd Commumcnhon 
and transfer of population would be on voluntary basis u 

Jmno.h rejected 1t and the deadlocJ.. contmucd-' 
Ever since b!S release Mashnqa de,ot d all his em:rg1es to the 

reoq,amsat1on of the kbaksars ind dm:cted them to enrol students 
irrespcctt\'t. ofc:Jste and colour for the h.haksar orgams1hon A 
separ1te offiC1.. wa10 created under th1. superv1S1on of the Halull 1 

Ala of the Pun1ab The enrolment or students to the kbaks:ir 
organisation had 'l mc:mmg hp:m s entry m \\ar h:id created 
problems hle C1HI defence hl.lpmg evacuees nnd refugees gnmg 
lust iud to the mJurc.d d~tnbutmg food gMng all sorts or social 

\fr C R3J3Soralach:m claimed th.ll his formula fulflled lhc terms 
oflhe L:lborc resoluuon of the L::igue S" R~Jcndra Prasad Id a Dsr/J~ 
p 206 (Uornb3y 1946) 

To \1 A Jinnah .RaJa~opalJ.char1 1 role (April 8 1944) Here 1s !he basis 
for n i;ettlcmcnl 11h1ch I diS'"US cd Wllh Qandhtjl 1n March 1943 and orwhtt.h 
he tllprcs~cd full approval He then authorised me to s1gmty lus approY:i.l oC 
lhcse terms should J be able to convince You of 1hc1r b 1n3Justand f;ur au aU 
.As the GoH:rnment have r~ fused to rel a.,; auy of the ~tncuons 1mpo~ed on 
him to e11nble him to d1scun or ne.,ouate terms or aoy sctll ment I \W1to 
this to you on his behalf t1ml hop that this \I.JI! bring about final sctllemenl 
of tbc most unforlunnte imp:issc \\\. re lo You are a\\ are of the 101cnslty 
or my desire for a sett! ment I \l.llS \'er)' t:l:id \\hen 1 found iL possible to 
obi:tlll OandhlJI s 11pprm al of these terms l hop that you will bestow your 
fullest thousht to the Justice and f.:urness of these proposal~ and help lo temll 
nate 11 eondlllon or amurs which as s1ead1ly causmg all round dctennmatlon 
n lhccounlry Sec CH Phlllps op ell p JSS 

CH Phthps Op tit p JSS-'1"6 
llcclor lloblho Ji1'"ah Crtator of P..il.istan (London 1~54) p 13!1> 

Sc» al'lo Ram Gopal Hair InJ a S1t1111gled for Fr~tJom p 425 
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service which only the student community could perform effect1~ely 
and efficiently 29 Five lakhs of such Khaksars were required to be 
kept m readmess in every province and at the tlme of urgency 
t11ey were to take a banner and march for common service For 
every province he appomted officers and lumself took up UP 
Meetmgs of Khaksars were marked for peace and d1sc1pl1ne and in 

almost all the provmces they had 'taken an accelerated start • Smee 
the dnll m military fashion was prolub1ted, Naniaz was substttuted 
to 'revive 1ts performance with the same spmt, sense of d1sc1pbne 
and sacrificial zeal with which 1t used to be performed several 
hundred years ago ao Non-Muslim K.haksars were not to be silent 
spectators ofNamaz Smee rehg1on, culmmatlng m humanitarmn 
service, was the basis of the movement, non-Mushm Khaksars were 
not to ignore 1t They were also to perform their religious scrvu:e 
m accordance with the dictates of their respective rchg1on with 
equal zeal and d1sc1plme 81 

These actlVlhes of the Kbaksars received mucll appreciation 
from t11e Government wluch hked their idea of takmg part in the 
defence ofindm Moreover, when they iomed the Pioneer Defence 
Corps, sponsored by the Government, they were allowed to wear 
their d1stmct1ve uniform (hitherto banned) and keep up tl1e1r 
mdmdualtty 3J By Jommg the Pioneer Defence Corps they 
proved that service to humamty had always been their creed and 
that they would not budge an inch from 1t m protectmg the 
mnocent rnilhons who fell victims to war bullets 33 The followmg 
Kbaksar appeal provides proof as to then: desire to serve India 
m social and poht1cal fields The appeal said 

'Unfortunately there 1s sp1rt and d1sumty m the poht1cal 
parties m India durmg tlus cr1t1cal period There 1s doubt as to 

•• Mas!mq1, I11strr1ctw11s to all Khal.sars a11d Kha/..sar Officers lll tlte 
Pro11m:es a11d l11d1a11 States or Helpers. of tl1e Moie111e11t 

9• Ibid 
"lbuf 
., Home Department, Pde No 28/6/42, Pol Cl). p 9 See •Polley 

Toward~ tl1e War' 
" Ibul 
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who 1s responsible for lhe failure of Sir Stafl"ord Cr1pp~ talk 
This has added a block to the Indian history It 1s very unfortu 
nate that \\e have been prevented from takmg part m the defence 
of our motherland It 1s gratifying to note that we have refused 
to be treated like dumb animals \\ e have certiinly refused the 
proposals for our national prestin;e But how sad :md unrortunatc 
111s that we are accusmtt each other in the press and \\e are fight 
mg Ille animals 

I apr al to everv leader to e:ii:amme the present situation 1n 
the hght of realism Consider the position Organise :,oursehcs 
like Allama Mashnq1 for the defence of c1V1! population dur1mr the 
fl11;ht bet\\cen J'lpan and Brit:11n The Devil of hunger death and 
war his no d1scrctlon of race creed or colour Thousands of 
fnmil1es hal-. perished and are go mg to pcnsh Ir your hearth 
and home sons and \\Ives are no more what 1s the use of your 
life Jn fact tal.mg this into cons1derat1on Allama Sahib has 
resolved to enrol SOO OOO (5 lakh) Khaksar; for the defence of the 
l1earth and home and for the defence of life and famihcS' females 
and children I nppeal to the public to compel their leaders to 
sohe the present deadlock by writing them letters from part 
of India to bestir thcmsches for the c'\use of Indnn pubhc and to 
orcamsc m one movement of Khnksars by enrolhng yourselves m 
thousands under the lead of Allam'\ M1slmq1 lt 1:. enou<>h for 
you to inform a khal.sar res1dmg near your residence that you arc 
n 1'..h1lsar and \\Ill follow the J....haksar pnnc1p!es You will h'\\C 
to efface from your mmd communnl bias and you will have to 
serve the m1nltnd v.1thout religion caste or creed Rcstnct1ons 
are hl.cl} to be remo\ed from the party as the prellm1nnl) steps 
for settlement with the Government hne been tnlen Hence )OU 

need not cntertnm f1.:ir for your enrolment m the 1'.haksar organ1 
salion lf\\e are not united durmg thts cnt1cal penod the result 
\v11l be destruction and rumntion *1 

rrom sociat service as has been stated in !he foregomg 
Imes the Khaksars \\ere drafting to the changing pattern of consll 

• llindu ran h llar !1ashl11de $e Appeal (Appeal to C\cry Ind an) 
7bls Jea!lel was printed 11114 pubhshed 1n llahmani Press S Sett b:lgh 

Street Trlpbcane It 1s given s1mal No 10 dated May 10 1942 i~sued £.~ 
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tu11onal development The deadloc'<: between the League and tlte 
Congress, the World War II and the entry of Japan in the war 
brought them to the pohhcal Jssues of the country Truly speaking, 
Mashriq1 was so anxious for a fair settlement of India's constitu· 
t;onal problem that soon after his release from the Vcllore Jatl, he 
started meeting leaders like RaJaJt and others m Madras and 
issuing press statements to find out a way out of the impasse 83 

Mashnq1 believed that the Nat10nal Congress, the Mushm 
League and the Hmdu Mahasabha, bemg the mam poht1cal parties, 
must reach a settlement for independence to India T11e Khaksar 
H1gb. Command ordered the Kuaksars all over India to despatch 
m1lhons of letters and telegrams to Jmnal1, Azad, Gandhi, and 
Nehru to come to a suitable settlement, and tf they succeed in 

brmgmg the leaders on one platform, their achievement would be a 
thing unforgettable m the history of India Apart from their 
achievement bemg written 'm letters of gold m the history of India,' 
they would always be remembered as Mashnq1 said 'as wmners 
of complete independence for India •zG As these leaders were the 
persona grata of their respective commumt1cs Maslmq1 behcved 
that whatever they would decide would be final 37 

The Khaksar paper the Radiance also dcss1mmatcd Mashnq1's 
ideas to the masses of India It condemned the talk of 'Hmdu 
nation and the Muslim nation ' It held that such a notion was 
the creation of the few 'Mm1stry-mmded Muslims and theMm1stry
mmded Hindus' who did not wish to settle the Hmdu-Mushm 
question This attitude, the Radrancc said, was their 'politics' But 
it expressed its sound belief m the Hrndu Mushrn sol1danty and 
pleaded that they would not be separated Ast.mg the Khaksars 

Halrnn-1-Ala SS l3ahmam This appeal m the shape oflcnile1s was reported 
to 11ave been printed m Delhi by Muhammad Yaqoob, Hak1m-1-A!.i of Delhi 
'llld AJmer l'rov1ncc See Home .Department, r.Je No 74/4/41, Pol (I}. Pt 1, 
l> 137 

" Mohammad Raza Khan, IV/rar Price Fre!'dom {Madras), p 108 
" Home Department, File No 77/4141, Pol (I), Pt 111, p SW 
"lbrd 
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to check '\ny spht bct\\een the t\lo 1t said The future or our 
countrv the future of the M!lfat is at st::ikc Let us not be deluded 
by the pnzes which nre being offered Let us lay aside nil petty 
quarrels and disputes This 1s not the time for them u 

The 1-..haksars \\ere becoming day nfler day an mfiuential body 
m India again and the leaders of the Muslim League and the 
National Congress both desired their am:ilgamation m their respec 
tne p:irbes Jmnah e\en appealed to the ll..haksats to JOID and 
support whole heartedly the Lea .. ue policy at this cntical JUncture 
Dut Mishriq1 declared that he would openly identify himself with 
the Congress or any other org:inisatmm m the dcm:ind for mdep..n 
dence for Irid1a Hitherto he was the champ1on or complete 
Indepcn<lence or India and the 1d a of Pakistan had not found uny 
phce 111 his mmd hut m spite or tlus h..h-iksar amalgamation Jn 
Lea11,ue\\as desired by M A Jmnah S1rN1Zam ud Dm and Hasan 
lsphaham \\ho met at Delhi to arme at some dec1s1on with regard 
ton h..bnksar League untlerstinding Sa)eed Ahmed of Dengal 
who v.as both a Leaguer and a Khaksar was sent to Mashriq1 at 
Midras to hand o\cr a rnessage3, to htm wluch said 

Upon Allama Sahib agreeing to JOm the All India Muslim 
League :md declaring to that clTect and requestmg lus folloMrs to 
JOm the Muslim LcJgu~ which 1s th1,. only authoritative and tcpre 
sentat1\c poht1cal orgamsat1on or the Musalmans m India tbe 
President of the League will be ghd to have the prominent Kha~ars 
associated \Hth the executives orthe Provmc1al Leagues and Allama 
M'lshriq1 will be welcomed lo JOUI the Workrng Comm1ttee or the 
All India Mushm League ' 0 

Mashr1q1 whose movements \\ere confined to Madras prcs1 
dency on the receipt or the abO\·e message called n meeting on 
Apnl 26 1942 and armed it the follo,\1ngconclus1on 

l The Kbaksirs would cooperate with the Muslim Leanue 

• Th Rad ant:t August :n 1943 
Homo Dcpar1ment rite No 74/4141 Pol (I} PI JU p 578 

• Homo:: Department T'ilc No "1!16/42, Pol (I} P I 
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and should make all possible eff'orts to bring about a 
settlement between the Mushm League and the Congress 

2 If the Musl!m League accepted office tt would gwe a seat 
m the ministry to the nominee of Maslmq1 1n the Central 
Government n 

The negotiations for amalgamat1on continued but could not 
reach a defimt<' stage in spite of the best endeavour of Nawabzada 
L1aquat Ali Khan, the then General Secretary of the League, to 
evolve a scheme to make use of the Khaksars for Muslun League 
purposes 4 ~ 

At that time the Cnpps proposals were tl1c most current topic 
in Indian po11t1cs 43 Mashr1q1 did not approve of the Cnpps 
recommendations In a telegram to Srr Stafford Cripps Mashnq1 
said, 'the British Government have sent you to rectify wrongs, 
reconc1hate aud secure the cooperation of India at this late 
hour Can you hope to rcconc1hate India or secure her co· 
operation, when your men commit such wrongs (as have been 
committed on the KhalJlars and thctr leader) or men of my post· 
tton , cons1dermg the ternble price paid for showmg unco11d1· 
bona! practical loyalty I now JOm the Congress, the Muslun 
League, and the Huidu Mallasabha m most emphat1cally demandmg 
complete mdependence for India •{4 

He sent letters to the Presidents of the Congress, the Muslim 
League and the Hindu Mahasabha urgmg them to present the 
demand of complete rndependence umtedly to Sir Stafford Cripps 
'I can see,' he wrote to them 'what he has to offer but he can very 

·well uhltze our communal ddfcrences to Ius own account ' He 
assured them of lus best cooperatton if they managed to be united 
iit a time when the const1tut1onal problem of India !tang m 

u Home Department, File No 28/6/42, Pol {l). p l 
0 Ibtd, p 18 
•i /hid 
"Klra~sars Efforts for tlie Preedom of lnd10 Ttus leaflet \Vas found in 

1he M R Jaytar Papers, File No 574 ivailable 111 the Natmnal Archives of 
India, New Delhi 
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balance f 5 He\ 1e\\Cd the Cripps proposal \\.1th sra.ve :tpptehens.on 
and hl.e Gandh!Jt he nlso calle l the future promises as mischie 
\Ousty ficht1011s 1nd in no way an improvement on the Ausust 
Oirct •e He rurthet remarked that the proposals at a hMe \'1:11:n 
the enemy is holdmi? part or lnd1a firmly m his clutches and a 
series or phenomenal Victories of this dread victor -ire hero re us 
arc rneanm.,less The only qucstlon wluclt ougbt to be befol'C us 
at this moment 1s how to stem the hde of the enemy wr1en every 
tlung else has so miserably fat! d 1t looks hk.c a 101..e from !he 
Ilr1t1 h not to let us defend a country to the last drop of cur blood 
winch the British prom15e to hand over to u~ wholesa.le aller the 
\\ar I saw nothing but subterfuge and perhaps sclr deception m 
the whole conspiracy l therefore reject the proposal m entirety 
unless of course every party an the hnd 1s rreely allo\\Cd to detend 
their own country now and tin Indtan D fence Minister with full 
pollers who can galvanise India nt once is 1mmed1ately appointed I? 

Thus the khalsars \\Cte the first to reJcct the Cripps prop<>s:ils and 
the foremost m demanding tile appointment of an Indian J)ercni;e 

Minister 
To evolve n united demand to be put to the Br1t1sh Maslmq1 

started correspondence with all pohtrcal leaders Jn n telegram 
dated M1y '\ 1942 he 'lsLed Jmnah \\bat his cond1t1on would be 
for the formation or N1honal Government He mad1. a sunilar 
mqtury telegrnplucally from A:z.'ld '\nd Nehru He was also m 
correspondence with C RaJagopnlachan who sugg~ted to him to 
sec Az.'\d and Nchni and persuade Jmnah to make lnm shed J11s 
fear of a National Go•ernment m Jnd1a postpone .ill questions of 
1lte future and make n untied dem1nd for immediate National 
Government for Indri '.\luch would finally lead to complete mde
pcndencc and unity u On heanng of the proposed v1S1t of Az.1d 

• A.llaksarJ Mom for the Fret<lom of I d a 
• Kllahars Rf}ect CnpN Proposal 111 Dr1Irety Found In the M R 

)ayk1r Papers File No 574 
/b{d 
Home Dcr1r1mcnt Tiie No 74/4/41 Pol (l) Pt I Section (C) P 14- I 

... 
130 



KHAl:SAll.S ANO Tlill NATIONALIST MO\'EM~NT 

and Nehru to Madras he again \\rote to J1nnah to fu.. n date for a 
talk with Azad 

:But there was no question of a talk between Azad nnd Jmnah 
Azad was the most hated person in Mus11m League cu:clcs 
Mr Jmnah m reply to a telegram from Azad, wrote to h1n1 

'Your telegram cannot reciprocate confidence I refuse to dis· 
cuss '''1th you. by correspondence or othern•1se, as }OU ha\e 
completely forefe1ted the confidence of Muslim Ind ea Can't you 
realise you are made a Muslim 'show-boy' Congress President to 
give 1t colour that tt cs national and deceive foreigu countries You 
represent netther Muslims nor Hindus The Congress is a Hindu 
body If you have selr-respect resign at once You have done 
your worst aga1'lst the League so far You know you ha,•e hope-
lessely falled Give 1t up ·~• Thus the chances of a Jmnah-Azad 
talk were bleal. Smee Azad and Nehru cancelled their proposed 
v1s1t to Madras, Mashnq1 issued a statement appeahng to Hindus 
and Mushms to sink their differences to prevent the destruction of 
India by Japan's onslaught 5n 

As tune passed the demand for Pakistan grew m mtensity and 
the Khaksars also had to yield, but they ms1sted that 'without 
mdependcnce of India, Pakistan is a mirage ' The Radiance. m a 
very forceful tone asserted 

'How can we let matters dnft when the call of the times is so 
insistent ? We know that if a proper move is not made here and 
now, the questmn of mdependence and that of Pakistan along 
wrth it will be shelved for another century Even the idea of mde· 
pe11dence will be crushed and when even the idea of mdepcndence 1s 

not there where will the idea of Pakistan be ? "' 

••Mr M A Jmnah's Jetter to Az~d, dated Bomba), Ju)) 12 1941} 
"Home Department, File No 74/4141 Pol (I). PI I 
"The R11d1a1rce, September 10, 1943 In 1ts issue of September l7, !943, 

the Rad"'n~c again wrote that Mashriq• •1s now moream.1ous thane' er because 
the "ar seems to be drawing to 11 close m favour of the Alhes , our deslmy 
remruns m the hands of our old mastets, the~ hine laid 1t do\\n that the lnd1<1ns 
must agree between themsehes as regard! thii future status and eonstilu!Joo of 
tbe1rcounlr> India !ms rrs!.ed the b\CS of mtlllons of her sops Tl\om;aods 
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The question oftlie formation of a n:ihonal Government r;as 
dropped as Jinn1h reru~d to talk to anybody on this issue He 
only ms1.,ted on !us dem'\nd fot Pakistan RaJ'J' s best efi'orts tn 
resohe the Indi:in deadlock proved aborh\<e nnd he resigned from 
the Congress because the Congress refused to iccept his formula 
ilnd to come to terms with League 53 Mashrtq1 hl ed the step of 
RaJa~opalaehnn and o!rel"l.d his sincerest congratulahon for his 
efforts to promote Hindu Muslrm Umty and assur~d !um ihe 
COOperaltOn or the Whole 1'.hak..ar OrgaR1Satlon ror the uCb1 VC
tnenl of his 1d als He nppointed Sayy1d Allah Dakhsh Shah of 
J...anpur Salnr 1 F...bas Hind to start a cnmpa1gnfor Hindu 'Muslim 
unity 'lnd to undertal.e an all Indt'\ tout to ast the people to 
compel J1nnah to see Gandhi m order to come to n settlement 
regarding Hmdu Mushm question In 'l let!cr addressed to Jlnnah 
Snyyid AUnh Bat.hsl1 Shah con<. eyed to him As ~ou have turned 
a deaf car to the repe1ted requests of A llama Mashnq1 for forgmg 
Hindu Mu1hm umt} I l1:nc been orclered to tour all QVer India 
and m1J..e the public realize that your desp:11r and tnactton are the 
only hindrances in the way tn aclueve Pnl-1shn $3 

Meanwhile a new development took place On July 2( 1943 
Jmnah was attacked m Dombay by'\ 1'.baJ..sar named Raftq Sabir 
(of Lahore) who \\1S touring India The intention of the assassin 
is yet to be.. known the thmg most s1gmfic1nt m this conncct1on 
w'ls that tlll, mc1dent made Muslrm opinion generally hostile to the 
li.ha.1.sars The Mo\ernent \His d1scred1ted and a large number of 
them lcfi Ille J...balsar or~amsation M 'IShriq1 refuted the alle.,11 

ofhtr sonHtlld dD.ugblen nre shl"Ymg today lt dcpcmils now on the acliOn 
of her poll11clans 10 re3hte som value out all thts loss of tire and property alld 
turn Jl 1nto a sicn!ice or let 11 vas.~ llW'lf as a 1>athct1c tale of misery and waslc 
and h lrlcunc~! 

' R1chanl Symond.I Tl1c '1Dl.I it of Pald:ttD (Otford 1949} p 6.5 11 
,should b noted lhllt V D Safark~r President All lnd1a U1ndu Mallllsabh:I 

d"tlounced 11 C It rormula nnd s31d tbal the a llcmc has o tually bee sub
mitted lo Ju1nah w1tlrout comul11ng any other organ!sat1ons m tnd a Uc 
11pJ1e*led e\Cl'Y Uindu\ lo denounce tile propo~2l 8' uncomrrol!lls1ns1Y a:1 

po~ible 'Sec the State't(tw" July 21 1943 
• TI c Slatesman ''o/ 4 1943 
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tion that the assault on Jmnah was an orgamsed conspiracy of the 
Khnksars, and assured the Leaguers of h1s good mtent10ns Dif
ferences on poht1cal issues could be there but 1t should not be 
mmnterpreted Mashnq1 said that m:1ther was he a 'rival' of the 
Qatd-1-Azam nor did he want to take hts place To him the Muslim 
League could not get a better leader than Jmnah The assault on 
Jmnah was still a mystery but m Aprtl 1944 a booklet entitled 
Hamla was found on sale which attempted to show that the attack 
on Jmnah was the result of a deep laid conspiracy between the 
Government and Jmnah to d1scred1t the Khaksar movement~ 
The truth of this booklet is still to be ascertamed 

As a result of the assault the relations between the League and 
the Khaksars became extremely stramed The Muslun League 
considered 1t an unhealthy move The Workmg Committee of the 
.Bombay P.rovmcial Muslim League condemned the Kbaksars' 
campaign for Gandb1-Jmnah talk as a 'smister move' as Gandlu 
regarded Pakistan as a sm •5 Chaudhary Khahquzzaman also, 
at a meeting of the All·Ind1a Muslim League, presented a resolution 
saymg that the Khaksars had always declared that the mam object 
of their organ1sat1on was service to huma01ty but they had oflate 
deviated from their ideals Mr I I Chundrigar supported the 
resolutmn and reminded the Khaksars of their days when League 
supported them The resolution also got support from M Gazdar 
and Ghulam Mustafa Shah Jllam Mr .Ham1 N1zam1 rose to 
oppose the resolutmn but was constantly hooted down m the course 
of h1s speech Nawabzada L1aquat Ah Khan, at th1s stage, read 
out a .resolution (passed at the meeting of the Council of the All
Ind1a Muslim League held in De1h1 1938) which said 'that any 
member of the Musbm League who 1s associated with any party 
whose general policy 1s opposed to the Muslun League shall not 
be allo..,,ed to become or remam a member of the Muslim League 
subJect to appeal to the Workmg Committee of the All-India 

H Horne Department, File No 28/S/43, Pol (l) 
~·Ibid 
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Muslim League • He declared that m the op1mon of the Couni::1l 
the h.baksar o.rgamsat1on was no longer useful to the Musluns of 
India Jmnab remarked that pm1ously the kbaksar> confined 
thcmsel\es to so 1al sen ice and it was fot thts that he dtd !us best 
to save the body from Dr1t1sh oppression The moment they 
entered poht.ics they were 11 separate body Are you or nre you 
not satisfied that the Kh'\ksars by their recent \Hltmgs a.nd actions 
hav .. adopted a poht1cal pohcy and that this policy has been hosltlc 
to the Muslim League ? He stressed that one of the funcfamental~ 
of the League was that it was the only author1lat1ve representahve 
polrttcal organisation of the Musalmans You cannot ewe nllc
guincc to two org'lmsat1ons at the same ttmr: n 

To ~ntcns1f) their poht1cal actmt1es the KhaJ..sars started 
Bab ut S1y1s'lt (Department of Poltt1cs) \~1th its hl!lldquarters at 
Bombay and branches nil O\cr India Its object accord1ng to 
them was the au.unmr:nt of 1mmcd1ate and a right sort or mdepen 
dencc for India and to counter Muslim League propaganda 
Sayy1u Allah Bakhsh who led a campaign for Hrndu "usbm 
t1mty nas entrusted the supervisory dulles of Bab-ul Siyas:it 
Instructions \\ere issued to all prov1ncml 1'..haksars (ij to come 1n 
touch with local political leaders or v:mous poltt1cal org:inisat1ons 

1 
and explain to them the importance of the h.halsar Movement 
and tht. net.esslly of Jinnah Gandhi tails (11) t~ hold public 
meeting 'limed nt Hindu Mushm unity and carry on press prop:i. 
gJada ctc 68 

The J..haJ..sar chief once agnm demanded that Mr Jmmtb 
should see Oandb111 for unity talks and to explore the poss1bll1ty of 
a selUcment between the Congress and the League " He lteld out 
the threat of sr:r1ous Khaksar League clash this time if Mr Jinnah 

• Home Department rile No 215/S/43 Pol (TJ 
Home Department File No 2S}S/43 Pol (I) 

UJbfd 
71i11t BfJmbay 01ronlcJ, May 10 1944 lt should be remeinb-rcd that 

durlns 1937 lS Jtnnah star1cd eorrcsrondc:m::e w11h Gandhi for personal dlS1:1JS. 
1lon on Htndu Mu5llm qucstfon but GandhlJt te>ok. no notice of1t Now lhc 
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.refused to contact Gandlu w1!h a wew to amvmg at a settlement Gn 
W.lulc Jmnah ms1sted that if Gandhi had really made up htS mmd 
for self·determmation, he could write directly to lun1 TI1c letter 
Gandhi wrote to Jlllnah did not show an mclmation to recognise 1t 
Tl1crefore there was little liense in bold mg a talk Gl But Mashrtq1's 
efforts continued unabated In a telegram to Jmna11 he agam said 
'The request of Mahatma Gandlu to meet you is m reality 1he 
prelude to the achievement of Pa.lostan and mdependence of India 
Your attitude on this question 1s causing aru.1ety I appeal to you 
to reconsider your attitude about MahatrnaJ1's mvttalion •02 

Gandh111, apprecmtmg Mashr1q1's endeavo11r telegraphed him, 'My 
last year's request to Qa1d-1-Azam Jmnah still stands, and I w1ll be 
ready to discuss the question of Hmdu·Musl!m understandmg as 
soon as I get better '63 This further persuaded Mashnq1 to press 
Qa1d·1·Azam to accept Gandhi;i's offer for a settlement But the 
League did not consider 1t a congenial move The Secretary of the 
All-India Muslim League satd m a telegram commurucated to 
Masbriq1 'Qa1d-1-Azam understands pohucs better than you 
Refrain from mterformg m Jmnah-Oandh1 affairs •e4 

At long last, both the leaders agreed to meet to find out a poss1· 
bihty to put an end to Bnttsh rule ns Gandhi beheved 'To me 
the unity of India 1s self·ev1dent, but I will be no party to keeping 
the Muslims m agamst their will Let them e'lpress thett desu:e 
through plebiscite and they can have their Pakistan 1f they hJ..e •aG 
And Jmnah retorted 'To me, Pakistan 1s an article of faith It 

case \\as otherwise Ga11dh1,1 \vanted to see J111nah. on Hmdu-Muslim problem 
bu1 Jmoah paid no heed See also S K MaJumdur, Gandf11 1md J1m1ol1, 
p 204 

•• Tlic Bombay C/rronrcle, May l 2, 1944 
" The Da1>11, May 2:5, 1944 
••Free translat100 of a Urdu Hand-bill into English printed at the G1Jam 

Electnc Press, Hospual Road, Lahore, and pubhshed from lchhra {PunJab) 
Sec H()me Department, F1!e No 74/4(41, Pol (l), Pt Ill, p 76 

" 711a llombay C/Jromcle, May, 16, 1944 
61 111e Daw11, May 251 1944 
" Ibid , August 31, 1944 
" lb11J , September 3, 1944 
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is self evident 1t is tile desire (}f the Mushms to be free m their 
hom1.land A united India will be a Hindu dominated one m 
which Mushms nre suppressed •' J.innnh did not agree with the 
argument advanr:ed by Gandhi that some Muslim organisations 
and lc:iders ha\e expressed themselves against parbuon To him 
the plebbC1tc proposil \\llS designed to give an opportt101ty to 
Hmdu money bags to corrupt divide and disrupt the Muslims and 
cheat them of their JUSt nght •9 

As the talks pro~eded an atmosphere of pcss1m1Sm and gloom 
t'reva1l d and ultimately they broke down Mahatma Gandhi not. 
only refused to consider but emphasized his oppos1t1on to the basic 
demand of the Lahon. Resolution~9 of the All India Muslim League 
He would not recogmse 1he hundred m11JJ011s Mush.ms in India as 
a m1t1on 70 Gandhi started his tails on the basis ofC R Formula 
\~hich had previously received a JOit from the League 11 The 
C R Formula conceded to Pakistan mon.or Jessthcsameterntory 

Ibid 
Jhld 
The All InJ111 Muslim League held its annunl session in IAbore on 

Man:h 1940 presided b) M A Jmnah In bis pre$ld ntlal address he S31.S 
1'be }l1t1il11.$ and M11sl1ms belon.; to l\\O d11T.:rcot rLl ll ous pbilosoplues sooal 

cUlloms literature They neither 111lermarr.)' nor 1n!erd111c logell\Cr al!ll 
lllllced. th y b lotlg to two ditf fCnt c1vl1tsa11o!lll wht ll a.re b:i,$C'J m:i,mly on 
eontllcung 1Jeas and conccpttons Their aspects on hfe and of life aro different. 
U u qu le c1eer 1ha~ Hindus and Mussalmans dcnve their l11>plnu1on from 
ddl'ercnt source! of h1s1ory They b.lvc d lferent epics 1h.e1r heroes arc dill'cn:at 
and d11Tcrcnt episodes Very often the hero of one is a foe of the other 
To yoli;e tog'"thcr h\O such nations under a single state one a:. a numen~l 
mmorlly and the othcrat 11 maJoruy must lei1d to growmg dJ.SContcat and llmd 
dt$\iucllt>n or any rabn that may be as built up for the go~mment or suc!i a 

Musalmnos arc a l!llhon a"ording lo any dcllmtlon or II nauon and 
they must ha\ c their homelands their lcmtory and lhc1r Jtatc -

Thus m hls prcs1den11:il addtC!s J1nnab 1a1d the conecptlon of two ii:llfott 
1111d resohed for a ~e.P:trate homeland Cor Indian Mwiluns See lMla .r Prttblenr 
of Her r111ur~ Conslfrutlon All 1nd1a Muslim Leagues Labore Resolution 
popularly known as Paltlslan pp !3-14 

,. Th.~ Dat11 September 26 :?~ 1944 
Ibid September J!> J?~4 (Seeedllori41) 
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as 1t got 1n 1947 under the Mountbatten Plan 18 But m 1944 
Jmnal1 had rcJeclcd it He demanded the whole of the six Mushm 
prol'lnces and refused the nght of PlebJSctte to be given to Htndus 
residmg m thase provmces 7a Gandhi made a serious endeavour 
to persuade Jmnah to accept C R Formula, but failed The dead· 
lock contmued Gandhu1 said m a statement • 'We have parted 
as friends These days l1ave not been wasted I am convinced 
that Mr Jmnah IS n good man I hope we shall meet again ' But 
he added he could not accept the two-nation basis on which Jmnah 
1ns1sted 14 

Dr B S MoonJe, the V1ce-Pres1dent of the AII-Ind1a Hmdu 
Mabasabha nlso shared the above views of Gandhi When asked 
whether the Hindu Mahasabha would oppose with the aid of the 
British Government a Joint demand for Indian mdependence put 
forward by the Congress and tile League on the basis of Pakistan, 
he rephed tltat his orgamsatton would oppose such a demand with 
all the force at his command, but would work for the attamment of 
independence for India 75 

The years 1944-1947 were a trying period for almost all 
poht1cal parties as also for the Bntish Government of India 
About a year after the breakdown of the Gandh1-Jmnah talks, the 
Viceroy, Lord Wavel!, presented a plan to settle the constttut1onal 
problem and convened a conrerence at Simla The plan 'proposed 

" that the Executive Council should be reconstituted and that the 
V1ceroy should m future make his selection for nominations to the 

"Choudhary Khal1quzzaman Ill his Patltwny to Pa!..1st011 (P 316} 
comtnen\mg on the C R formula wntes •Now reading the Formula as 1t 1s 
andcompanng 1t with what we ulllmately succeeded in securing through the 
actual partillon under Bnt1sh Govemment, one ma)' be 10clmcd to think that 
but for the last clause (6) all the other clauses offered by RaJaJI for a commpro-
mise were far better ' 

"Choudhary Khahquuaman (op c1t, p 317) iurt11er says that •The 
1n1tiaJ obJcetton taken by Mr Jmnah 1vh1ch he had repeated many times since 
the year 1937 was that Gandh1;1 dtd not represent even the Congress and had 
no capactt} to speak on 1ts behalf 1md that he spol..e rather for Hindu India • 

" Tiie Dawn, October 3, 1944 
"111e Dal1'11, Sept~mber IS, 1944 
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crown for appointment to h1$ Executi .. e from amongst leaders of 
lnd1an polttical life at the Centre and in the Provinces m propor 
rions wluch would gl\·e n balanced representation of the m:un 
comm1ttecs mcludmg eq.uit proport1om1 of M.os'ems and caste 
Hmdus 14 Lord Wave!! invited the names of the l"CPrest.ntollvcs of 
both th~ Congress :tnd the League On behalf of the Congress its 
President Maulana Abu! kalam Azud presented a J1st cons1stmg 
o( three Congress H'111dus two Congres.s Musl1ms and others But 
Jmnah declmed to ttccept 1t 77 He expressed his ma'bi!Jty to 
submit a hsi \'Htbout nu assurance that 11.ll Muslim members must 
be tcasuers nnd !he Congress had no nght to nornmnte a Muslun 
He cla1me<l that the Muslim Lellgue was the only rcprese.ntatne 
body of the Muslrms and 1t .ilone had the right lo nominate 
Musluns fol'. the \ 1ccroy 1> Councd The dcad!oct tbereforc 
contmucd ' 

The \"t:tr ended m May 1945 with 't \~eakened Dnlain The 
tempo of the Nal!onal .Movement m India was at 1ts d1DJ:ix 
Natiom:d M(nements m Mala1a Indo-Chma Indonesia Burma 
and CcylGn further msp1red the Indian nntion~i.!1s1S At Bombay 
Karachi 'lnd Madras the Indian Ro;al Navy and at Ambala the 
lnd11n Arn11.d forces tefu)ed to comply wilh orders 7t It \.\as not 
a good augury In v11..w of the chJngcd circumstances t11e Dntuh 
Go\>crnment sent to Ind1:i on March 23 1945 .11 depu!atJ.on of 
Cab1neL Ministers poputady 1-nown as the C'lbm t Mission The 
nature of the work entrusted to the M1ss1on 1s explicit from the 
speech of Mr Atllee the Dnt1sh Pmne Minister on the eve of its 
departure on March I 5 1946 He said My colJe:igaes are gomg 
to [1td1a with the mtcnt1on of using their u1most endeinour to help 
to attain her freedom ..s spC"d1ly and fulty .is possible What farm 
of Go\ emment is to repla~ the present resune 1s for India to decide 

C H P.llll1ps op rll p 371 
U11mayuo J..ablr J./11Jflm Pa/11/cs 1906..-/7 a11t! Olhtr CstR}I (Olli:una 

1969) pp 61 6" 
I'm Hi~fulel .Edwa td$ op ell p 81 
• Ucmidrn~lh MukerJcC vp m pp 201-209 
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but out desire 1s to help her to set up forthwith. the machinery for 
makmg that dec1s1on '1111 

The Cabinet M1ss1on suggested the formation of a Umon of 
India, cons1strng of Bnush Indta and the States dealing with 
Foreign Alfrurs, Defence and Com01un1cation, the groupmg of the 
provmces mto 'A', •n• and 'C' classes, 10 accordance with their 
location and communal population which were to send representa
tives for the constllution-makmg body to draft a final constitution 
for lnd1a 81 

At first both the leading poht1cal parties rejected the Plan but 
later on accepted it reluctantly The election which took place m 
July 1946 to the Constituent Assembly gave the Congress an over· 
whelmmg maJonty This pamed Jmnah and he started ra1smg 
d1fficulhes which agam led to a deadlock 1bere was a tug of war 
between the Congress and the League for power Communal nots 
were the order of the day Insecunty of hfe, chaos and confusion 
prevailed throughout India 8~ Ultuuately Mr Attlee made an 
announcement on February 20, 1947 stating lus Government's 
mtent1on to hand over their rcspons1b11ity 'to effect the transference 
of power mto responsible Indian hands by a date not later than 
June 194& •e:i He presented a scheme-the Mountbatten Plan
whicb accepted the demand for Pakistan The claim of the Congress 
and Sikhs for partition of Deng.ii and the Punjab was also not 

•• C Ii Phthps, op c11 , p 378 
•I Jb1d, p 382 The grouping of ibe province \\llS as follows 
(A) Madras, Bombay, UP, CP, .B1har, and Orusa an<I three Chief 

Comm1ss1oner's Provinces 
(B) Punjab, N-WFP, Smdlt and Dalucb1stan 
(C} Bengal and Assum 
"Lord Ismay told to Hector Bolitho •Th~re was slaughter everywhere 

We Dnllsh had all the respons1b1hty and none of the powers The police force 
was already undermined, and the cml service l'<er<: fmstrated and madly 
anxious They were blamed by both Nehru and Jmnah for everytlung that 
went wrong ' See Leonard Mosley, The Last Daps of Ille Brillslt Jl.a1 (London 
1962), p 110 Sec also I' D Knushtk, Tlie Co11gJes$ /deo/ogy cmd Programme 
1920-47, (Allied 1964) pp 7, 18, 31 

" C H Philips, op elf , p 292 
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ignored 'Jl1us tlie Congress and the Leagues had come to the 
dCClS1\e phase of their lnmenttible history •1 

11ie rol1. of the l\.hal..sars durmg these crucial )cars appears 
1o ha\c h:id no srgmficam:e Their silence ]('ads one to conclude 
that their achY1lt s revolved round the achievement of mdepemlence 
for India nnd to acb1e\e 1t they b:icled the dem,md for :Pa.l..15tan 

They lastly appeared on June 10 1947 wlille the Council of the 
Mushm League was meeting m the Impenal Hotel New Dellu to 
rat1f.) the Mountbatten Plan for Part1t1on This time their demand 
was an und1v1dcd PaJ...1stan stretching from J..aracht to Calcutta 
n1ey "ere not satisfied with tbe policy of the Muslim League 
which had accepted a truncated moth eaten Palmtan Armed 
with bclchas the) made their way to the site of the session 
rebut.mg Jmn:ih and the Leastue The police after some resistance 
repulsed them a& This "as their Inst public ~ppearance 

~ Lt:on:ud M~lc:y In his Lim DayJ o/ lh Br1mh l'oJ (P i 10). lajS lt 
\\~ a panicky slate or mind which made tlu!m (the J11d1an leaders' easy 
prey for the Mountbatten policy or Jct s get 11 over mcb and get out quickly 
They \>ere cmb1tlered and d1s1llU$IOooed. For neither ortbem was tlttUQY 
lonscr the India they had known 11nd loved a11d thelr 111tltudc W3S rather Jlkc 
that or a madly dotmg C:ithcr 'll'hose dall!lhter has run 11\\llY w11h lhe \\Tong 

moo 
s J':yan:l:il Mahatma Gandhl-'I111: Latl P/ian p JJO G Albom 

(}aul~ A am Jlilnalr p 453 
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CHAPTER X 

EPILOGUE 

IN THE TWILIG.Ht of a vague soc10-poht1cal discontent oftbe 1930's 
sprang up from among the Indian Muslims a vigorous campargn
the Khaksar Movemcnt-compnsmg upper class workers and a 
small section of the bourgeois 111e Khaksars were all young 
Muslims in smart m1htarv uniform, armed with spades The 
present \HJter has a >1v1d recollecflon of the days of his cluldhood 
when the Khaksars paraded on city streets on ausp1c1ous occasions 
The traffic was held up when they marched and crowds of people 
assembled to watch them The Khaksars were a purely mushroom 
growth, surpassmg all that dominated the field before their emer· 
gence Inspired by t11e Red Shirt Movement which had shot mto 
pronunence about a few years earlier 1t dtd marvels, winnmg 
sympathies of m!lhons of admirers 

Startmg with social servJce, durmg the heyday of the Indian 
Natlonahst Movement, they entered politics and, though quite 
unsuccessful, exerted great influence on the contemporary political 
leaders Whl1e reJectmg the Cripps proposals as 'meanmgless 
unreal' Mashr1qt corresponded with the leaders of all pobticnl 
parties to come together on a single platform and raise the demand 
umtedly for complete mdependence of India On April 11, 1943, 
he sent them a telegram saymg 

'Your re1cct1on of Cnpps proposals happtest augucy for united 
peaceful IndJa Accept my hear!Jest congratulations Mysetr 
fully undertake rcspons1bJl1ty securmg by negot1ation complete 
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independence for Jnd1:i from British Government within six months 
provided Congress Le:iguc Mahasabha united demand mdep!.nd 
encc now also non communally organised parties for Mfety or 
civil population e\cry\\herc Ready olTermt? 1mmed11tely hair 
mflhon 1.hals"ltS for social service 1rrcspect1•e of caste or ctced 
Ha\e \\\red s1m1larly other Presidents Deliberate profoundly 
Don l miss cntical opportunity 1 

The failure of Cripps brought C Ra1:1gopalachan to come 
forward \>1th his formuln Dut e\cn before the formuh had been 
ftl\Cn proper shape Masbnq1 nnd RnJaJ1 were m consultat1on 'Ind 
the former wrote to the latter Ir you can let me Jrnow the details 
or your rroposals I shall be a1,lc lo lei )OU know euctly what I 
cin do m the matter I -im also very keen that the present dead 
loci.. be resolved as e:trl; as po~s1ble l RRJ:lJI m reply asked him 
to persuade Jmnah to ahed his fe1r of a National Oovcrnrnent m 
India 'lOd at least to say definitely what cond1tlons he can agree 
to Join the Congress in forming the Nattonal Qo"emment at once 1 

While part1c1patrng m the pold1cal affiurs oflnd1a the h..haksar 
Je11dcr repeatedly said that his dcdarahon to Jorn the Congress the 
League ruid the Mab:isabba m demanding complete mdependcnce 
for lnd1a had nothing to do With the rundam1.ntal obJect1ves of 
the Khaksar Movement The l\.hal.sar Movement he assured 
them "as ~till non pol1hcal and non communal And wf1en he 
agreed for p'lrhhon of Ind 1a his attitude was hle lh'lt of so m:my 
other leadmg Congres~men who appro\ed of the Part1t1on "Plan 
to do away wi!h the British Oo\ernment 4 

The khalsar 'I'! has been mentioned elsewhere do not have a 
compact literature Where,er Ma'!hnq1 contemplnted to deliver 
any me~s.'\ge to the khalsnrs they '~ere very ordinarily pubhshed 

t /,./lobaTI £.ff II for lht needom of lrd a 
Home Department f' le No 74 4/41 I ol (J) PI r Section D 

•Jlld 
'See Summ3rv or All:tm:t Muhriql s Pnmphlet entitled lmtrutt/t111 to 

fll }(J abart mrd Klrabaf ojfirer$ 111 Ind a a111/ /11dl "Slatrt or IltfpeTt of 1111 

M" t1ne1t 
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on one or two pages Their sweeping study reveals to a scholar the 
aggressiveness and communahsm in the Khaksar Movement, proves 
htm as a great communal leader who was trying to carve out a 
kmgdom for the Muslims in India For mstance 1n lus Qa11l-i-F1.1yscl 
he said, 'If you have faith then dommate over al! Keep this corn· 
mand of the Almighty m view that '\e have again to dominate the 
~hole world We have to become its conqueror and its rulers '5 

The widely circulated pamphlet Islam k1 Askari Zcnaag1 remarked, 
'The Qura11 has proclaimed in unequivocal words to the world 
that the Prophet was sent with the true religion and defLntle 
instruction tbat he should make all other religions subservient to 
this reltg1an '6 S1m1larly m his Iq11basat-1-K!iaksar, he wrote 
regarding Gandh1J1 'Your effimmate leader was the leader of a 
natlon which never wielded the sword dtd not fight even one 
battle hke heroes and did not conquer even one fort dunng the 
last many centuries What else the poor creature teach them 
~itcept that you are meant to be beaten, so go on bemg beaten 
You have not harmed any one so you should practise non-violence, 
curse the enemy from a distance hke women Tell me frankly 
what else could the naked Mahatma teach you 7 The poor man not 
fi.ndmg his people fit for anything else devised the red1culous 
methods of satyagrah, Almnsa, non·\'1olence and non-cooperation 
in the name of Hindu philosophy which have staggered the whole 
world ' 7 

He condemned the Congress people also who endeavoured to 
create an organisation to counter the Khaksars He regretted the 
efforts of Dr Sampuroanand and Pt Govmd Ballabh Pant for 
enlisting s1:\. lakh soldiers tn UP to oppose the Khaksars and m 
his Lasl11m £1 SeJ he concluded 'It 1s a pity each md!Vldual 
member of the sister community should be amJous to mtroduce 
the m11dary trammg among Hindus and should be at !us 'Hts• end 

• Qmtl-o-Fo:>sel, p 2, Ltne 8, Col 2 
• Islam /..l As~o" Zinaac1, 11 9 
' lgt1f)(l&nt-r•KJ1a~tar C.1tera111re, 1' 7 
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to sec the sprightliness of the Khaksars ,,. 
Such utternnces \\ere bound to create susp1c1on m H1nda 

cu·ctes Charges of communahsm and narrow sectariamsm were 
imputed to Mashr1q1 and his movement The Congress numstries 
\\ere not prepared to hood\\ ml such a re\olut1onary movement 
Thctr soldierly lire conception of So\cre1gntyand poht1cat donuna 
lion oflslam o\er the who! earth became a much debated subject 
with Con.,ress people A group of Congressmen wrote to the 
v.orlmg Committee ofth~ All llldui Congress apprmns them Wllh 
M'lshnq1 s mten11on 10 establish a most dangerous ronn of military 
d1ctatorsl11p m lndia In their Notes on the J..bat..sar Movement 
they s:ud that Masbr1q1 s m1ss1on of which he mal..es no 
secret 1s to establish Muslrm ~o\ercignty in [nd1a 1f not the ''hole 
world Being a bche~er m the cult or .. 1olence he IS aner gaming 
his end b} mfusmg in Musltrns the old spmt of m1htansm which 
marled the Muslim conquerors of yore os their special trait 
The mo,ement 1s fraught with great danc:er both for the Go\ em 
mcnt and the countr) 9 The thing that frightened them all tbe 
more wa.s iccordmg to them that MashnqL 1s out to es!abhsh a 
most dnngerous form of m1btary d1ctatorsh1p Jn the country What 
1s mo.re the dictnt~lup is to be the dom11m11ce of the Mushms 
ovc.r the Hmdus Today Jus soldiery is armed \\Ith spades and 
toy cannons The day is commg accordm~ to Al!ama himself 
when he would lut\L a real and regular military force at d!Sposal 
His condemnation of the MoulaVts and the Mohammad an Poht1 
cians males btm out all the more fan1t1e bent on bis own glory 
cre:i!mg chaos m the count[) and benefiting thereby All other 
cons1derattons apart 1t 1s quite clear that the Alt.1m111s out to 
crush the Hindus and start once ag'lm the l\fohammadan domma 
tion of Hmdust'ln i~ 

tJ..a1h11nl..IS~J fl 6 lr 
Seo 1\ou: o,, tl1c A11aJ.saf Mo~e>n~nt round ill the A ICC p,pen File 

No 063/1940 
10 A ICC Papers n.lc No F 61/19~0 'V te 011 rl e 1..hoJ.sar Mo1em~n1 

pp .2-4 Sending the abo\e note to Ach:u:ya 'f.r1pn1anl Deshbandb1.1 Gupia 
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Mr K M Munshi m a co11fidentJal note on the s1tuatton 
wrote to Sir Roger Lumby, Governor of Bombay, about the 
Mushm mtent1011 towards war and the Government He said that 
under the mfiuence of religion the Muslnns m1ghl express their 
co1Iect1ve energy m (a) local disorders, (b) attempts to overawe 
authority as m the case of Khaksars , (c) refusal to resist any outside 
Muslim power, or (d) a powerful movement m sympathy with 
Mushms of the neighbouring countries 11 About the Khaksars he 
specifically drew hts attention not to let them 'out of cons1de1at1on' 
Concluding be said 'Armed resistance to authority by an organised 
Mushm party has entered practical politics The Government of 
India wb1ch let lt embarrass tl1e Congress Government m UP is 
now seriously alarmed at its strength They have destroyed the 
m!luence ofthe Government's most important Mushm supporter, 
Sir S1kandar, Jn tile Punjab itself •1~ 

S!mpad Keshav Pathak, a responsible man of Jalgamt wrote 
to the local collector that the Khaksar Movement 'was rapidly 
spreading in Jalgaon, and the Hmdu citizens were becoming 
restless, as their methods, tune and mode of organtsation ts 
unnatural ' The complamts of Slmpad Pathak made to the 
District Magistrate were (1) tl!at the Khaksars paraded every mght 
and continued parading till 10 PM and at times till m1d-n1ght, 
{11) that they took a round of the whole city m umform with well-

Mcmbcr Pu111ab Leg15latcve Assembly wrote <date not mentioned) !hat 'the 
entire literature of the Khaksar Movement wluch 1s fast becoming a regular 
menace for th~ peace and tranqu1hty of the country JS m t~p1cal Urdu 
Thts JS partly responsible for the fact that its real character remams bidden 
from most of our leaders to 1b1s day To overcome this ddiii.ult~ an esteemed 
friend who is also an old Congress worlcer has prepared an exhn~tive note on 
the movement m English arter a careful study of Kbaksa; literature, at my 
request' 

He wrote that it was a faithful translation and •All this labour bas been 
taken with the soleobJCCt of mal..mg 1t easier for the leaders oflnd1an public 
opunon {o form a correct estimate of the danger tlus mo;emcnt might consti· 
tute for tbc country in future 1fal!owed to progress unchecl..ed ' See A-fCC 
Papers, G 63/1940 

n A K Ma,iumdar, Advent of lndepentfe11ce, pp 402-3 
10 /but 
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polished Belchas which could be turned to ktlltng Aftatd of their 
md1tary tactics he requested the D M to tal..c necessary steps u 

Ansar Harvam .a Congress leader wrote to the Congress Gene
rn1 Secretary Dr Muhammad Ashraf that the mo\ement \\as' 

gaming ttre:it impetus and had attracted som of the best Congress 
-r.orkers He requested !um to get a good le,tlet prepared to 
denounce the mo\cmcnt '\S even the authorities hnd started 
patromsmg 1t u 

To the flmdus of Madras the movement showed nn 1n!inttc 
~'\paaty for llarm and was even more distntb1ng than a nuisance 

I 

The official llCW \\3S also the 5'lme A Oo\ernment report 
said whde I<.h .. d,snr propnganda glorifying the mtlltary asrct of 
the Islamic f111h contained a ready appe!ll for the mare 1mprcss1oa 
able ectmn of the Muslim p-11bhc ll produtcd equa11y unfortunate 
effects on other communities themisg.ivingsorwh1ch \\ere illt1slrated 
by n significant acces~1on of recruitment to tb,, AJ...ah Sena and 
clear ind1cat10ns that the Hmilus regarded the hl!a\..sar mo\ement 
ns n pan Isfanuc m1htant organisation bent on estabhshang Musbm 
dommntion 1• The Go\ernmcot of UP m their letter to the 
Go\ernment of India t'\pressed that the Khaksars must b" 
l'C"nrded as 1 communal organ1zat1on though they hn\e not taken 
part 1!l any 11nl1 Hindu act1V11lcs 1 To the Government of B1har 
1t was purelv sectarian tlesp1t" 1\s profession~ 1t '\tms at a dictato
rial orgamzahon or a confessedly m1ht1mstic type etc 11 

Ji was nlso suegested that the ph1losopby underly1og the 
mo,cmcnt \\!ls a Iiotch 11otch af irrcconc1!ablc tltings AUama 

•See A ICC Papers file No SJl939-4D A COJ)Y or lM above lcuer 
daled J3nuary I 1941) W!IS sent to Dr RaJ~ndra l'ra&ad Co1111ress Pre!!ld nt by 
Shr1pad Pathak 

* A ICC Paper FJ!c No U / 1939 
' 71 e ll/11</11 S~pltmbcr 19 1941 
• Home Dep1rnncn1 File No 7411141 Pol (I) Part 1 
l S e R F Mudies lc1ter 10 Additional Secretary Home Department 

No 515-C'C (Secret) dated M:rn;b 19 19.tl 
1 Sec Y A Qodbolc s lcllcr to Tottcnb11m ?io 946': dated Man:h 18 

t9U Home De~rlmcnt Fate No 74/1/41 J>ol (I} l':tn l 
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Mashr1q1 talked of the Khaksars as 'Iaw·ab1d1ng c1t1zens', who were 
to overwhelm the world by standing 'united and firm' and whose 
weapons were to be the poJson of amiabd1ty and the 'machine-gun 
of humility '19 

But an ob1ecttve study of Mashnq1 does not vmd1cate his 
expressions The Khaksars happened to be non-communal They 
were overwhelmingly Muslim but they bad never s110\•n mclmat1on 
to do wrong to any community Service to humanity bcmg their 
motto, they could not thmk of domg harm to anyone Primarily 
an organisation purely based cm Islam1c doctrines Hmdus and 
Sikhs were also its members and non-Mushms were freelypenmtted 
to perform their rehg1ous duties m accordance with the dictates of 
thetr rcl1g1ons •2° Keepmg this m vmv the Khaksars rendered 
.rner1tor1ous serv1ces to famme-striken Bengal 1n 1943 21 Whenever 
Mashr1q1 quoted the pnstme splendour of Islam 1t was not to 
subjugate Hindus but to inspire the Muslims to come out of their 
lethargic cond1t1ons and whenever he reproached GandhiJ1 1t was 
not because he was a Hmdu He differed with Mahatma Gandhi 
on lus doctrine of non-cooperation and non-v1olence as he considered 
it a weak policy He had seen ao1ple peaceful discussion with the 
Bntish and was not prepared to contmue them There was only 
one weapon left to be used and that was the spade to decide the 
dcstmy of India While exhorting the Khaksars one would note 
the hyperbolic expression w1th which he used to mspire them As 
has been stated earlier that H1tlente pl11losophy had partly mfiuen· 
ced the social and polit1cal ideas of Maslmq1 He must have gone 
through Hitler's J..fem Kampf which speaks high of the mass contact 
through popular movement In his book Adolf Hitler pomts out 
'The broad masses of a population are more amenab1e to the 

, •• Tl1e Hmdrr, September 19, 1941 
•o !11strucfl011 to All KlmJ.sar.r (gtven on Juae 6, 1942) 
n Tile .Bombav Chromcle, December 23, 1943 On December 17, 1943 

Masbnq1 d1$closed that tbe Bengal 'Premier was dctermmed to ~top Kbal sars 
from sending destitules on the plea that the famllle m Bengal was ended 
Tbe Khaksar.s, thereupon, decided to go back to their homes against the order 
of the Bengal GoveromeQt Sec the Statesman, January 8, 1944, 
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nppcal of rhetoric than to any other force. All great mo\ement9 
are popular mo\cmcnts They arc the volcanic eruptions of human 
pa~sions and emotions st1m.d mto nctl;ity by the ruthless Goddess 
of Distress or by tbe torch of the spolen word cast mlo the rrudst 
of the peo)ll1. In no case lt11te gre:.i.t movements been set 'lfoot 
by the S)rupy effusions oraes1het1c literatures-and dtawmg room 
heroes 

The doom of a nation can be averted only by a storm of 
glowuig p:iss1on but only those who arc p:iss1onate tbemsel\'l:S c111 
arouse passion in otbcrs lt as only through the capacity for passio
nate f\':elmg that chosen leaders can wield the pov.er of the word 
\\hl1,.h hk1. hammer blows wdl open the door to the hearts of the 
peopl-. 

He who 1s not capable of p1ss1onate feelmg and speech \\as 
never chosen by Providence to be 1he herald of 1ts will Therefore 
a writer &hould stick to has mk bottle and busy himself ''1lh 
theon:t1cal quesbons 1f he has the tequu1te ability nnd know 
lcdgc :!:! 

At time.. he Jimquoted the Holy Quran His al1egat1ons in bis 
Islam 1..1 AskarJ Zmdag1 about the Prophet and the message of God 
art.. not correct Tberem he quoted the Qur:lll as saying that the 
Prophet was sent \"\llh the true rehg1on '\nd definite mstruct1ons 
that He should m:il..e all other religions subservient to thlS religion 
regardless 1f this dom111allon of wodcl causes nfil1ct1on to the 
h..afit This ls a "rong lnterpretition or Quran it does nut sa; 
that all other 1ehg1ons are to be subservient to Islam Ishm 
teaches tolerance JUSttce and fair play ancl such tbmgs never occur 
m the Holy Dool.. It was Mashriq1 s egoism t\\at focccd him to 
interpret Quran ltke this Tius mav ll-i"e frightened the people of 
other commumucs but in his l1eart of hearts he was never 
communal 

The J..haJ..snr orgau1sat10n from its outset considered lfindus 
-and Musalmans as one nation The KhaJ..sar organ the Radl(mce 

t Hitler Mtfn A.amp/ pp J00.101 
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boldly proclaimed, 'Here 1s no question of Hindu nation and the 
Muslim nation This d1v1Sion cuts across the communal partitions 

If tlus move of d1v1drng, by their favours and purushments, the 
Indian -populahon mto two camps, succeeds, it will be a very sad 
day indeed, Let no one t111nk that m this way the Hindu and the 
Muslims will be separated mto two nations-a satisfying notion for 
many No, this is not the result which I force On the other 
hand, there will be a lme of cleavage passmg through the Hmdus 
as well as the Muslims The Hindus Wlll be disunited and d1smte· 
grated, the Muslims will also be disunited and dismtegrated And 
m this untversal d1ssens1on, some people will prosper but the nation 
as a whole will go under It will serve nobody There will be 
neither umty between the Hmdus and the Muslims, nor soltdarity 
among the Musbms nor the Hmdus as such 

The duty of the K.haksars 1s clear In plam words, not to 
allow such a state of thmgs to happen The future of our country, 
the future of the M11lat is at stake Let us 11ot be deluded by the 
pnzcs which are bemg oirered Let us lay aside all petty quarrels 
and disputes This 1s not the time for them Lift yourself above 
personal and party cons1derat1ons and sec whitl1cr you are driftmg, 
what game you are unconsc1ously playmg ? Can you do anythmg 
without umty and sohdarity '23 Thus Hlndu-Mushm question never 
womed him and whenever he e>.horted the Muslnns, 1t was not 
to sub3ugate the Hmdus but to drive the British with the swords of 
therr ancestors The Khaksars came rn clasb with the Uruomst 
mmistty of the Pun1ab and the Congress llllmstry of Umted 
Provinces not because they were v10Ient but because the former 
did not treat them humanly and the latter misunderstood their 
motives Sayy1d Murtaza rightly said that their posthon was 
'Tang amad ba 1ang amad' {when one 1s driven to the necessity of 
resortmg to violence he will take to it}, otherwise they were non· 
violent 2.1 

••The ftnd1a11ce, August 27, 1943 
"See Legul11t11•e Assembly Debates, Sixteenth Century, September 14 

to September 24. 1942, Vol III, 1942 
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Politics they had taken to as a temporary expedient but !hell' 
motto w:is social servlCC During the mos~ confused period of 
thc1t history {1940 when Ma hr1q, was dctamcd tn Jail Co11gress 
peopl1. begged the .Khar...sars to 11.nd their support to theni 111 the 
Cm! Disobedience Movement S1mtlarJy the Muslim League also 
dcsm.d tbeir cooperation But 1.h 1r L~der Abdul Bnq1 the 
l\fadar un Nm1m strongly opposed the proposal and nsserted that 
the 1..hal.sars should not JOm any party ~ On the contrary he 
nsked Jmnah to be ... ome a m mber of the Kha\.s:n Advisory Board 
tO CUJdC them but Jmnah declined Thh shows th It Spirit to 
lcep 'lWay from pohttcs The cho1~ of J11111ab could be questioned 
as scctarnn but lbere was no commandmg person.U1ty among the 
l\lushms e:tcept that of Jmnah or Mashr1q1 th.it could have s1ven 
the Khaksar a perf1:1.t guide Their approach to the pobtical 
deadlocli. r1.ferrcd to m Chapter JX easdy I ads one to conclude 
that they iitood for 1ndependence of India and 1f they accepted 
Partition it WllS only to get freedom for India •• Their orgamsa 
lion c..innot be compared w11h Hindu Maliasablla or Jan Sangh 
which. preach ape11 hatred vtolence and d1Strust a~a1nst the Musluns 
Certainly they come \er} ne:ir to Al.ah D,d and Mahabir Dai 
\lh1i.J1 hlne as their aims social 51.l'\Ic:e brotherhood and love 
Whatever Mashnqt satd was 111 the context of Br1t1:>h 1mpenalssm 
His Pan lslanu~m was never :igiunst Hmdus or 1f1ndu1sm It was 
only a movement dm:ctul agmnst Dr1t1sh 1mper1ahsm Mashnql 
was ne\eT anti ibnd11 

Whenever the Khalsar s:ud that clashes are the test of 
obedience or that they natly re~t the constituttonal means n it 
was only to embarrass the Qo.,ernment fot m all their mO'\>crnents 
one finds nothing but const1tuttonahsm Too .inuch tal.L or a.g1ta 
lion they \\ould not like To them A s.ilent nahon u n po\\erful 

Home DctlQ1tmco1 File No 74/l/41 l ol (I) Pt lJ p 97 
A Ahal.sat lc:idcr of eminence wrole 10 Professor W C Sm11h 

Hindus and Sikhs must kllow d111t we arc not agai.llstthcm lf we s t POWllT 
we w 1l v.oik for tl\cll'l tog S<:C M9<inn lzlwn 111 India p 112 and footoote: 
No I 
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nauon , the power of the Enghslt nation hes m its silence ·~s This 
they strictly followed Yet 1t cannot be denied that their move
ment raised a susp1c1on of violence and that many found it fraught 
with danger, though 1t was above suspicion 

Khaksars were charged with havmg Nazi connections and 
therefore dubbed as fifth columnist 29 Tlus also 1s not correct 
There are two criteria on which the bona fides of the Khaksar 
orgamsat1on can be Judged First, whether the Kha!.sars helped 
or obstructed the war effort, and secondly, was their orgamsatJon 
hkely to create communal nots and widen the d1.!ferenccs betwei::n 
the Hmdus and Muslims As regards the nrst Allama Mashnq1 
offered 50,000 volunteers~~ for Britlsh Army to figl1t the Axis 
powers Wrtlt regard to the second, enough has been said earlier 
There IS not a smgle case on record to prove that the Khaksars were 
communal or deviated from their exclusive concern of social 
semce They were neither Nazi agents nor fifth columnists 
Moreover there were a number of people who gave themselves out 
as Khaksars but were really m tile service of the CID of the Pun Jab 
Government and the Government did not tal.e any action agamst 
them Had the movement been anti-government cmment men like 
Sir Ztya-ud·Dm, Sir Raza Ah, Nawab YargunJ Bahadur, Miyan 
Ahmad Shah would not have become its members or openly sym· 
path1sed with 1t 

The origm of the movement is traced to the pubhcat10n of the 
Isliarat m 1924 In 1925 Mashriq1 wrote to Dr Sir Z1ya-ud-Dm, 
Pro·V1ce-Chancellor of the Ahgarh Muslun Umvemty, expressmg 
h1s intention to establish a society and seek lus cooperation The 
P V C replied to Mashriq1 that lus proposal entailed 'sacrifice of 
tlll1e and money' and it was lmposstble for lnm to JO!tt him 
It was m the later stages, bemg convinced of 1ts smcenty, that 
Sir Z1ya-ud-Dm though not offic1ally JOmmg it, sympathised with 

"' Ibrcf, p S46 
•• See Dr Sir Z1ya.ud-Dm's stalement 1n the Lcg1slal1ve Assembly, 

(September l4-24, 1942). Vol lII, 1942 
~•Ibid 
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the movement and did his best for Mashnqt s release 11nd removal 
of the ban~~ 

Mashnq1 founded Ins organisation much b fore the emergence 
of Hitler m Nazi Germany The s1m1larlly 1n some ofh1s tn1.thods 
\\Ith those of the N'\?1s \\as a comctdence The wntangs of Hitler 
had undoubtedly influenced the thiol1ns ofM.ishnq1 the gltmp$es 
of which we find m the hand b1lts of Mashnq1 but to say that the 
1'.haksar lead r had German connechon 111 to talk of ph1losoph) not 
fact Commun1Sm and Nazism both were ag:unst the te:ichmgs or 
Islam Both being ant.I rclu.uon could not b:nc found any place 
with tbe kltaks:irs who ngidly follo\led Quranic in1unctions and 
the Shan:it 

So for as the supply or funds from Germany to the organis1 
hon was concerned ther was a considerable rumour about 1t 
He could have got nil 11.nnncl:il s.upport he wished m India 
Nur Husnyn of Tanda Dago h.id donated about a 1mll1on rupees to 
the orgim1sat1on:: In fact the Khaksar Headquarters spent 
nothing on the organisation Moa~m l<Jtaksar and Pakb:izs had 
gnen all their prop1-rty to th1. He.idqu:uters The equipment or 
band horses tents \\ere contnbuted by the public and the new· 
Khaksars provsded their kits themsehes 33 There is no concrete 
evidence to support the allegat1on of Gi.rman gold being supphcd 
to Kbaks ts E\en th Go., rnment dented the 1..halsats ha\mg 
any connection wl!h the Naz:is 81 

The propaganda of a Nazi Cell at Aligath was also oft he same 

Dr Sir Z1y11. ud Dm in his Aote on lhtt Kl aJ.stlr J.foyc" '"''po 111cd ou' 
tllat !he Congress Mo\emrnt also started the prop:'lganda. at tl1al tune thnl 
the J..haks:lts were the agents of the Nazis 1 first "rote to die rorcign 
Secretary and to the llm:aoc ot Inlelhteoce Bureau from the IN1n Ho p11a! 
Simla to tind whtth 't thcv h:td any informauon In 1he1r possession obout the. 
nlleseJ conn"Cuon or the t.haksar .Movement with the Nazlj On rccelv1n11 
\ "- 'I.~ :; 'I' tJ r r'!,'!. \ """..- ... ,_"- 1 ""..J Sb l:lllmlt Dl:l)aft
mcnt File No 111/40 Pol (I) p 237 

u \\ C Smnh J.Jod1m1 J3/am in India A SOi:lal Ana:l}sls (1943) p 213 
• Sec the letter of ,.. S Asgh:tr from ttawalpu1d1 to Viceroy dated 

Juoc 5 1!110 Home D p\rt111.i:11t rile No lS/S/36 Pol P 43 
'Home Deparlmenl File No -8/5/4) Pol (I) p 16 
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nature and had no foundation Between 1940-47 the Abgarh 
Mushm University was a hot-bed of po1lt1cs Students and sta.!f 
members compnsed of Congress1tes, Leaguers, Commumsts, 
Khaksars and every faction cla1med to bavc a considerable follow
ing m the Umvers1ty The British Government took advantage 
of tb.ts sttuatton and charged the Professors with respons1b1hty 
for the creation of a German Cell which was not proved 
by any secret mqu1ry The Professors had to undergo great 
hardship durmg the World War II The correspondence of.Kham 
and his family n1akes p:unful readmg Mere marrymg of German 
women or doctorates from German Umvers1t1es dtd not JUstlfy 
their connection with the Nam The arrest of Mrs Kham on the 
pretext of her havmg connection with the NazJS was all the more 
painful To avoid po!Jce mterference Kham named hls wlfe as 
the editor of the Spmt of the Tune, otherwise she had nothmg to 
do with the paper Clanfying her position Professor Kham wrote 
to Jmnah 

'But a Government, part of a mighty empire with glonous 
traditions, is expected to know that my wife Mrs Foti.mah Kham 
was 100 p c harmless They ought to have known that her name 
as the Editor of the Spmt oft/le Tmte, a harmless monthly, »as 
merely for the reason of techmcaht1es and used m sp1te of her 
contmuous protests 

The paper the Spmt of the T1111e, was stopped two months 
before the war began After the war began my wife often said that 
1f no other German at Ahgarh was interned and only she was 
mterned, she could never forgive me for usmg her name as 
Editor •3'; 

Regarding the technicabties referred to abo'Ve, Kham explamed 
that his paper was purely Islalillc and its object was :solely the 
propagation of the ideals of the Muslim League He, bemg a 
member of the teaching staff, could not undertake ltS editorship and 

•• Letter of Professor A S Kham to M A J1nnnb, dated October 12, 
1940, Dehra Dun, D1stm:t J:ul, Home Department, Flle No 111/40, Pol (I), 
pp 126-27 
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therefore made lils wife its nominal editor 
A study of Kh:uru com:spondcnce with Jmnah and Nawab

zada Ltaquat Ah Khan re\tJb that he was more a Leaguer than 
11 Oerman m crc.ed In that vc.ry leuer he wrote lo Jmnah 
eitpcessmg h!li profound debt of gratitude for the resolution p"lssed 
in sympathy with fus aggrieved family requesting the Go\emment 
for 1mmedu1te release For this generous act he \\rot\. ti> 
L1aquat Ali Khan 

As I do not know the whereabouts of Mr J1nnah I am 
enclos111g n Jetter of thanks to bun for the kind resolutton in the 
Leagues Council Its contents arc also for you Please do read 
them It 1s not necessary to wnte the same thing o\Cr to you 
also Dut please be assured of my most sincere feelings to\\ ards 
you 

I do not bow whether my letter from Jhans1 Jail in the Ja~t 
''eel of September reached you 

Coniuess people constantly keep on commg into Jad to loo!. 
after their humblest workers. Le1gue people seem to be arnud 
even to ac:knoY.ledge the receipt of letters from their former collea 
gues Perhaps I ought not to wnte letters lo them m ord r not 
to contarutnalc them J would not do 1t 10 future 1£ I could get 
the slightest Junt to this effect Perhaps not acknowledging the 
receipt of a former letter Js meant to be a hint a 

The helpless and dm!lus1oncd li..ham died m September 1945 
in }'IOverty nnd despemtson a tC\\ ard thnt every plltrtot has 
rei.cncd Ior nnsmg hts voice agamst the tyranny of foreign nde 81 

and as to \\h:tt happened to Mrs kham and her children the 
recurd$ of the Home Department are silent 

The assault on Jmnah by a Khalsar named Rafiq Sabir made 
the mo'tcmcnt susp1c1ous and placed Mashnqt zn a very tight 
comer Prior to tlus incident Jmnah 'l'tas constantly in receipt of 

1 Letter of Professor A S kham to N1mabzacht Llaqunt Ah Killin. 
Oenend Secretary A 1 M I.ensue dated October JO 1940 from Debra Dun 
D1striet J111I Home Der rtment File No U1]40 Pol (I) 

0 AUama op cit p 298 
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threatemng letters by anonymous Kha!..sars On June 27, 1943 
one oftbe lead!llg K.haksars wrote to hlm 'If your ultimate goal 
is Pa!,,istan, then m order to brmg the stage of lts attainment nearer, 
for God's sake amve at a compromise with GandhJJl , We 
request you to see Gandb111 lll Jal.I immediately, othcrwme (some) 
of us, risk.mg our hvcs, shall make you the target of our bullets •as 
The wltole episode narrated by Hector Bohtho convmces the reader 
of an organised conspiracy agamst J1nnah by the Khaksars and 
Mashnq1 But thts conclus1on appears to be one-sided Greater 
enemy of the Khaks.ir than Jmnah was Sir S1landar Hayat Khan, 
the Pretlller of the Puajab, who mobd1sed his forces agamst them 
causmg the death of many Khaksars But Khalsars did not 
take any actlon against him and actually shed tears \\htle accom
panymg his funeral How could then they go agamst tbe Qald·1· 
Azam '1 Rafiq Sabrr was undoubtedly a Kbdksar and there 1s no 
denying the fact that Jmnah zmght have received anonymous letters 
from KbaJ..sars as well, but to say that the assailant was selected 
for a murderous attacl.. by the organisation does not appear to 
be true May be Rafiq Sabir would have done 1t of on his own 
accord 

Mashnq1 and Jinnah differed only on the question of 
commun.il settlement As stated m the foregoing pages it was 
Maslmq1's earnest desire to brmg about a settlement between Gandhi 
and Jmnah, and for that be asked the Khaksars to send letters, 
telegrams and messages to Jmnah latest by July 26, 1943 Masbriq1 
regarded 1t a great sm that Indian mdependence should be delayed 
on account of the obstacle of Pa.lastao3' and more than two Iakh 
letters, telegrams and resolutions were sent to J 1nnah and Viceroy 
Had he thought otherwise, be \VOUJd not have waited for such a 
loag flme But Mashnq1 loved conc1hat1on and throughout the 
whole course of the movement he stuck to it even at the time of 
much cnt1cal moments m the history of the movement He even 
asked the Qai.d-1-Azam that he •must dllicard his trousers and coat 

••Hector Bolitho, Jwnah Cr2atar of Pal.man (London, 1954), p 1# 
.. HciroeDepartmenf, File No 23/S/43, Pol (I), p 148 
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(English costumes) and become a servant of Islam and a general 
h!..e Caliph Omar •~ 

The entire mO\'Clllenl was based on rehg1on-Jslam-empha 
s1Z1ng rel1g1ous d1sc1plmew1thm nnd without tbe orgamzation His 
Ta k1ral1 presented a rcmtcrpretatmn of lslanuc values from the 
point of v1e\\ of the twentieth century hberahsm He ~as convmced 
that the Muslim community in fndm. could not come out of its out 
dated ideas unless a reorientation of Islam v.as senously taken up 
Jn search ofth1s he had gone too flr and 1m1ted the wrath of the 
conservaltve section ofMuslun society The Moulav1 d1.hl.es to 
quote him the Khal..s:tr Mo\ement because \~hen the military and 
soldierly ability has been ~equlred v.hen the strength for con 
quermg forts has been de-.eloped and when the) have learnt to be 
ready at one clanon call "ho then would g1\e him bread to 
eat u He goes on to say lt zs not Written Jn the Quran tl1at 
you sllould collect round the Moula\I to give an impetus to his 
trad and hvebhood ' His message was therefore a dcp:nture from 
the current mterpretauon of Islam 

About fifty years ahead of him Sir Sayy1d in the 1uneteenth 
centur) also j?a\e '1 liberal tntetpretat1on of Islam But tlus 
reon nhtton of lslam1c scripture was to meet the challenge of 
Cbnst1an1ty as he was convinced that western hbernt ideas and 
sc1entJfic approach would make the Eoghsh educated Muslims 
heretic But Maslmq1 had no such cons1derat1on nor did he 
approacb Islam through !be touch stone of science As a confused 
and discontented Mushm his mterpretation facled the b:is1c qualities 
of a reformer Mor'lhty and spmtuallsm find no place 1n his 
ph1losopby and the thing that mattered to lltm \Hl.S matemd1sm 
Such an snterpretallon '\as not likely to do good lo Islam 

• Allama Mnshr1q1 s 1rrefut11ble Stalem~nt In connect1on \\1lb Uc 
cowardly assault cm the Qa1d I Auin (Mr M A. Jmnab) TJ1e leaflet purports 
to have been print d at the Ansa 1 Press Delhi by P1r Mub:urunad !..ban 
(found 1n File No 28/~ 43 Pol (I) Home Dcp:utmcnt) 

' Mashnq1 Qaut I Fa~sel p ll hnc ~-s 
1 Mashnq1 Moulan Ii.a G/ialat Ma I b No J p 6 
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Naturally 1t could not wm favour either from tile Mushms or from 
the Hmdus The Mushms called him a heretic'~ and the Hindus 
called Ills movement a most dangerous form of military 
d1ctatorsh1p 4·• Truly speakmg, !us writings are replete with 
exhotta.l10ns to the Musa1mans to be agam the conqueror of the 
world and condemnation of their degeneration commg tu the wake 
of the abandonment of mditary hfe which Islam ms1stently imposed 
on its followers But whatever he said 1s to be Judged m the 
soc10-pohttcal background of thirties when the British bayonet 
without d1scnm1nabon was used m India He never auned at 
subJugatmg the Hmdus and whatever he said should be Judged m 
the context of the British m India 

The Khaksar Movement suited the d1s-spmted and d1sorgamsed 
Muslims of the th1rt1es The frustration caused by World War I 
had very much to do with the mcept1on of movement and its 
ideology Unemployment of Un1vers1ty graduates who were ready 
to sell their talents for Rs 35 a month or to go in for menial 
services even on lower emoluments was a common feature 
Durmg this period of gloom and despondency the KhaJ..sar 
Movement 'cast a powerful spell on the more ardent Musltm 
youths' to whom the Khaksar's banner provided a message mscubed 
on it 'Action and Glory •4:; Its d1sc1plme, self-sacr1fice, s1mpl1c1ty 
and social service and its teacbmg that every Musalman was a 
soldier m the service of Allah and the community attracted the 
attention of the frustrated Musalrnan It shook up the slumbering 
masses to theu: 1espons1bhties and msp1red them with the glorious 
past that had won laurels Snnultaneously with the growth of the 
Kbal..sar1sm other volantary orgamsatmns also cropped up with the 
ostensible purpose of social service They all awakened tl1e masses 
and stepped up the struggle for independence 

Towards the end of 194.5-46 their strength considerably 
mcreased The movement got impetus 111 the PunJab, United 

"See Forewotd of Professor M Al.Faz!, <>P c1t, p 13 
" A-ICC Patxirs, Notes 011 the K/1aksars Movome11t, File No G63fl940 
"Philip Talbot, quoted by tl1e limd11, September 19, 1~41 
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Provinces Sindh nnd North West Frontier 'Pro11nc.. ln other pro
\.JnCCS the movement was coming tip bnck by brick The leadership 
of the movement '~ 1s rct:uned by upper ela.~s m n mo~Uy 1dealistic 
:md mtellectual-but the org1nisat1on functioned mostly m c1llcs 
small towns were not touched Since the movement failed to 
present 1ny economu; programme 1t did not o.ppe:i.l either to the 
proletnmt or the people of the lower slrnta or society The spade 
their svmbol no doubt prc~entcd in Idea nf the dignity of hone$! 
labour but the poor did not understand its plulosoph1c:tl basis 
Jt could be used as a pillow to sleep a pot to cook n plate to eat 
n glass to take water from and a we1pon for saft.ty 

For a pretty long time the movement was rankling in the 
bosom of the Governtnent which plann1.d its el;ttncllon Conlldcn
tml consultatmns of the provmCl'll Govcrnmcnls assured the Home 
Department that the 1'.baksars hid their O'\\n \\ay of '\\Otlms and 
the 1mmed1atc extinction of the 1'.halsars \i,:1s out of question It 
was this fear th1t pressed the Go\emment to deal \utl1 the 
11..haksars with great lugh handedness 

The dei..ade before Independence was foll of turmoil and chaos 
spht bet\""~cn Hmdus and Mushms was more apparent than e-;ct 

berore Communahsm dominated c\ery walk of hfe Tiu: fear of 
British withdra\\al from lnd1'\ without independence influenced the 
poltcy of every poht11.al part) The answer lo this r~nr was frequent 
1; gtvcn in the foreboding or the d..clarat1on of CIV11 war among the 
maJor polit1c:il parlles It was also fC'lred that 1here "ould be 
region wise \\ars The S1l..!1s "1\-ould not tolerati. Muslim dommabon 
Tue orthodoit religious minded Pathans would organise themselves 
and make the best use of such n rire opportunity Communists 
and Soc1ali-.ts would cane out t1'e1r cv.n places The big (cudal 
states which bad lost their territory to tbe Dflt!Sh would scue 1t 
a~am with the hel11 or their armies Uttll't confusion ns tt1nt 
prevadmg dunng the reign of the last Mugl1ats would reign supreme 
and out of 1t 1! wu rumoured the militant Khal.sars would 
emerg '1clor1ous W C Smith opines that M1sbr1q1 foresa" a 
period of chaos m Jndm and called together undct him an arm"li 
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force to seize power '46 But 1t is too far-fetched a conclusion 
Masbr1q1, as stated already, was not violent and bad he ever des;red 
to seize power he could have done 1t with the help of such a 
powerful organisation But he had no such ideas Of course 
Hmdus were afraid of 1t and th1s 1s the reason why Hmdu and Sikh 
prsvate mdztary orgamsations were formed But a sudden drift 
changed the political shape of the country The Musltm League 
accepted the June 3 Plan and the Kbaksars came m clash with the 
League 

After Partitton their leadership in India waned, bnngmg the 
whole orgamsat.Ion to an abrupt end and shattering the whole body 
of Khaksars who marched to act1011 for God and His Prophet, for 
nation, for sovereignty, for peace, for the sacrifice of life and 
property m the way of God, and for the humanity at large The 
last days of Mashnq1 were not devoid of social service and pohtics 
At Ichbra, the old headquarters of his soc1o·poht1cal act1v1t1es, he 
founded the Islam League m 1948 and continued to serve his country 
in spite of his old age 11 Perseverance, austerity and above all the 
fatal disease of cancer had exhausted all his energies and he fell to 
the onslaught of death. after a protracted illness at Lahore on 
August 27, 1963 at the age of 75 The obseqmes was performed 
m Adara·1·Ahyah, the headquarters of the Khaksar Movement at 
Ichhra, Lahore, the cherished place from where Mashnq1 rose to 
eminence and which ultimately took him into its bosom for ever 

11 W C Smith, qp crt , p 276 
1 

0 Dr Y B Mathur m !us artu:lc •Khnksar Movrment' (publrshed m 
Stud1cs111Islom, Vol VI, No 1, 1969, p 61 footnote) says about the post
parl!Uoo acbv1ttes of Mashnq1 as follO\•s 

•He founded Islam League m 1948 and vehemently opposed the pnnc1ple 
ofp(lrity between East and West Pakistan till all umts m West Pal.1stan emers· 
ed mto one sn:igl~ unit on the basis or ~oltdanty of West Pakistan He wanted 
East '<Ind West Pakistan to be one unit and pleaded for one common language-
Urdu-and one common culture-Islarn1e-for the'' hole or Pakistan He also 
denounced western democracy and communism and demanded cs!abl1shment of 
Islamic democracy m the country On Aprtl 2, 1957 he was expelled from Islam 
League by a dec1s100 of the Council of Islam League on the pica tl1.it he 
mtserably failed to liberate Kash1nir due to the Joss 1>f n1cntal cq1:ulllmum 

I S.9 
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Thus ended a movement \\h1ch enteri.d Indian poht1cs hl..e a 
flooded rher but vanished Idec a summer storm leavmg behmd only 
its memories lo enable h1stor1'1ns to recount its bygone: vanity 
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