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PREFACE,

The chief object of this Compilation is to givea detailed account
of all alienations at present existing in Sind, and, by getting
together in one place all orders and facts of importance regard-
ing such alienations, to do away with the necessity for further
references to the somewhat complicated ¢ J. a.gu' Records” in the
Commissioner’s Office. —

In. order. to accomplish this,it was found neecessary” to
examine and describe the custom with regard to alienations under
the Amirs before 8ind become a British Possession, and then to
trace from the Reeords, year by year and subject by subject, what
was done towards the settlement of Jagir questions under the ad-
ministrations of (1) Sir Charles Napier—(2) Mr. Pringle—(3) Mr.
(afterwards Sir Bartle) Frere, and (4) their successors. The order
of the work is, therefore, chiefly chronological ; but, for facility of
reference ‘Jagirs in Thar and Parkar and in the Upper Sind
Frontier Districts’”—¢ Pattadari and Hissadari Settlements”—
“ Garden-grants”— Hakaba”—‘‘ Alluvion and Diluvien’’—and
the “TFive per eent. cess’—have been deall with in separate

Chapters.

The duty of drawing up this* Hxstory of Sind Alienations’ was
in the first instance entrusted by the Commissioner (Mr. H. N. B.
Erskine) to the Assistant Commissioner; but owing to the press
of current work it- was not until Mr. Dayaram Gidumal, C. S.,
L L. B., was associated with the Assistant Commissioner that
any real or satisfactory progress was made with the Compilation.
Mr. Dayaram Gidumal brought to bear on the task not only
marked ability but aleo untiring industry; and it is almost
exclusively owing to his exertions that the completion of the
present Compilation is due,
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Not only has Mr, Dayaram told the story of Sind Jagirs asa
whole, but he has also prepared from the Records detailed accounts
of the history and holding of every Jagirdar of importance in the
Province—and the second Volume of this work (embodying the
result of this examination of each Jagir) will, it is hoped, prove
most useful to District Officers.

To Khan Saheb Khudadad Khan, Political Head Munshi in
the Commissioner’s Office, and to Mr. Hashmatrai Anuprai the
acknowledgments of the Assistant Commissioner are due for
good services rendered by them in eonnection with this work.

1886. J. POLLEN, L'L. D, C.S8S,
Assistant Commissioner in Sind.
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Irrigation of Jagirs—Vide Appropriation of water ...
Island—vide Aftuvion.
m LX) o0 oo oo (X 1]

Page.| Para.
mk 220
186 298—10
1301 205

82 138
179] 287—288
424} 670

81 136—137
ml 285
179 287

49 78

'nl 131

81 134
270  381—4
mL 2935
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) J
Jagoji .. 287 409
J agul—mdo Demdm Seri, Pay, l’roclamauon Salam '
Parwana, Sub-Division of fFmd\we-—
Total land given in—by the Talpurs . e 6( 13
Permanence of—under the Talpurs ... 6 14
11 183—8
Sub-Division of—under the Talpurs... on 7 15
Held in common—how enjoyed ... ore 16] 24
Confirmation of—prounsed by Sir Chu‘les N apxer
after Miani 17 1
Submission required before confirmation of ... 17 3
Tenure of ... 21 12
Limit of extent of future grants of——prescribed by )
8ir Cbarles Napier ... o 29 30—31
Meaning of the term ... 96 171—4
Insecurity of sy 1 196
Compared to Deccan Saranjamas .| 130 205
: 14 220
not alienable beyond life-time | 423 667
not partible o 423 668
Jagir records o 269 380
Jagir compilation ... o] 265 370
' - 279 392
282 399
Jagir measure vs o oo 43' 62—1
Jagir inquiry—ordered by Government of India and
%ourt of Directors ... e o 95 170
. 102 172
‘Instructions for s 95, 171
10 175
15;| 241
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) Page. | Para
Jagirdars—
their power under the Amirs 8 17
12 22
Could not deprive Mukhadim of his interest or
raise the rent " e .o 8 17
- their Judicial functions ... oo 9 18
Considerable Sirdars non-resident ... 9 18
Not a compact class with umform rights or
immunities s 9" 19
16 25
96| 171—4
Compared to the Mamelukes of Egypt oo 13 22
Condition of s o' 40 53
100(171-16 to 18
Subject to several bnrdm in the Sluhrpur
W LX1] (X 14 “ 69
Relations of—to Zamindan SOJ . 82—89
61 106
Legal status of . i 88 152
Measures for improving condition of... lgg} 180—182
1
113183-18 to 14
Convieted of a crime to be eonnderod Judlcmlly
defunct ... . 187| . 293—17
Pilgrim— - .. 187| 293—19
Emlgl’&nt— (X1 Yy » » ”
Absentf- oee » » »
Vide—Services exacted from Jagxrdm—-and Police
powers,
Jakhrani Jagirdars. .. oor 295 423
206] 425—427
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Jam of the Jokhias...

Jatts—Chief of the...

Kalhoras—

K

Jagir grants made by

Karanji

Karimdad Marri
Karmatis—Chief of

Khairpur Amirs’ grants—
' Classification of
Khajrat—vide Khairats—Settlement of—

Khairats—Settlement of—Chapter IIL

Section I—Khairats before the Conquest—
Meaning of Khairat

Meaning of Madad Muash

. Meaning of Munafia

Division of Khairats acoordmg to the character
grantees ...

Division of Khairats according to the nature
 the alienation .

LYY

4
:

Page.| Para
233 333—11 te
16
2401 -340—24
243 3417
245 342
234 833—19
1 H
87 409
235 333—24
234{333—17,18
2400 340—24
144) 220—13
8381 48T
331 483
331 489
333 490
491

333,



Page.| Para

Khairats—Settlement of —Chapter III-—contd.

Section II—Settlement of Khairats of land
revenue of lands managed by the grantees—

Khairats of land at first treated as Jagirs | 385 492
Disciples of Hindu Khairatdars admitted to suc-

cession ... .. » 493
Mr. Frere’s directions as to the treatment of]

Khairats in the Resumed Districts el 0w 494
Spirit of Rules 3 and 4 in Schedule B of Act XI of]

1852, followed .es 2 336 495
Settlement of Khmrats in Naushahro and Kan-

diaro ... 336 496
Shares less than 60 bigahs not to lapse if any sur-

vivor left gah p Z .| 337 497
Khairats to be disposed of in the spirit of the|

Amended Rules of 1842 p » 498

!
Lines on which the settlement was made » 499
Mr. Ellis’s report on Khairats older than the| -

Talpurs’ rule . ...| 388/500-37 to40
Remarks of Bombay Government ... e » (501—18-22
Sanction of Government of India ... o} 889]-502—9-17 -
Reviewof the Settlement by the Secretnr_y off - '

State ... . wl| 508—7
General conditions of grant proposed by the Com- .

missioner... » - 504
Alterations proposed by Government | 340 508

Gov_ernment orders as to the nature of the here-
ditary tenure of Khairats S 506
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Page. | Para.
Khairats—Settlement of —Chapter III—co'ntd
Sanads not yet issued ... ol 841 507
Issue of Rolls of non-permauvent Khairatdars ... » 508
Instructions given to Collectors ... » 509
Right of Survivorship among the sharers with
‘liability for payment of cess | 3841 »

Issue of Rolls of Permanent Khairatdars » 510
Section IIT—Hissadari Khairats—

] 2. Mir Hussen Shah, Sayad oo 342 511
8. Ghulam Hussen Shah, Sayad ... " »
9. Sadik Ali Shah, Imam Ali Shab and Hussen

Ali Shah... " »
Section IV—Settlement of the Khairts of money
or grain, A. Allowances of the Sayads of Tatta.
Reasons for not confirming the Sayads’ allowances
after the Conquest .., o] 348 512
Continuange of the confiscation by the Govern-
ment of India » 513
Mr. Pringle’s report on the Sayads’ claim, and
the remarks of the Bombay Government ” 514—23
Mr, Pringle’s recommendation rejected by Gov-
ernment of India ... o] o (344 515—3
Correspondence revived by Mr. Frere. His pro-
gal to grant land at a cash assessment of one-
alf the usual rate ... o 343 516
Government of India consent » 517
Difficulties in carrying out the above proposal ... » 518
Mr. Frere’s order to pay Rs. 6,000 annually to '
the Sayads from the produce ... » »
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Page. | Para.
Khairats—Settlement of—Chapter ITT—contd.
Mr. Ellis refers the queslnon of this grant to Gov-
ernment .. 346 519
Should there be a money allowance of Rs. 6,000
or an asslgument of land revenue.. » »
Should not the grant be made permament to the
wh ole body of Syads and not to individuals... » »
Decision of Government of India » |520—4t0 8
347-348( 521 tv 525
Section IV—B. Khairats of money or grain_other
than those to the Sayads of Tatta.
To whom these grants were made ... | 349 526
Settlement made under Amendment Rules of .
1842 - 527
Circular of Government forwarding the Rules ... A 528
Modification proposed by Mr. Frere oo 350 529
Mr. Frere’s proposed modification acted upon ...| 530
List of claims made by Major Goldsmid S I 531
Mr. Ellis’ .. 351 »
r- Jullis’s report , 1532—89-40
Remarks of Bombay Government .+:351-352(533-19 to 21
Government of India desices commutations of
these allowances into land P - 1.3/ 534—9
Mr, Inverarity’s views ... » | 535—6-7
Final orders vor oo oo 353 536
Khasra Map - . o 202 316
33127

Khudabaksh - 227
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Page.| Para.
Khud Kasht Jagirs 73 121
. 2138 213
146 220
Kochas—vide Huris,
Koran—
Ahdnamas in 72 120
L
Lapsed Jagir—
Grain ripe on—how dealt with 30 33
133 207
149 223
183 292—2
187 293—25
Lapse—
on death of Jagirdar without heirs ... 35 44
74| 121
on death of sharer who mads no Salam himself ... 41 b4
on death of grantee for pay, Civil or Military ... ;l gg
2 1
of waste lands 72 120
on death of followers not named in Sanads 185 293—3
in default of male issue in the case of 3rd and
4th Class Jagirdars and in default of lineal male
heirs in the case of 1st and 2nd Class Jagirdars|  280) 893
Large Jagirs vs. small Jagirs ... 39 50
TR 4 76 124
Lineal heirs male—
Interpretation of 271
Vide General conditions of sanads,
Local Boards—
Grants to ... ose 437| 700 to 703
Local Rolls—wide District Rolls.
229

Loyalty of Chiefs during the mutiny
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M

Madad Muash— Vide Khairats—Settlement of—
Makan Adam zabt (unmeasured Makans)

Makhdum Hamid Ganj Bakhsh

Male heirs— Vide—Hereditary Jagirs and Lapee.

Malik Sirdar Khan...

Malik Jiand Khan...

Malik Kaisar Khan

Mamul—Vide Seri.

Maximum extent of Jagirs proposed

Measurement of J
not accurate in the Mirs’ time

Mode of

l;y Captain Rathborne ... | oeo
by Captain Preedy

on regrant ...

with a view to marking off resumptions

of First and Second Class Jagus eonsldered

essential .. .

contra L ees

Disputes regarding

employment of land measurers for—sanctioned

in certain Talukas ... s

sm}ctnoned regarding Third and Fourth Class

agirs
Vide Ek Tamf Napxem.n Gunda,

199,

Page.| Para.
42 60
59 102
158| 231
235  333-23
232 $33—6, 7
24of 840—24
2331 333-9,10
240 840—24
74 121
42| 58
58| 98—100
59 102
88 151
88 151
166 258
169 264
..| 263 &
265 871
| 270 &
277
176 280
182 290
311
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Measuted grants—

inferior to unmeasured ones
Military Service—

Grants for ...

Jagirdars absolved from... e
Vude Pay.

Military law—
in force in Sind up to 30th September 1847

Military Saranjam..,

Mir Abdullah i Ee
Mir Ali Bakhsh ...
Mir Ahmad Khan ... .., —
Mir Ali Murad son of Mir Ahmad -
Mir Ghulam Ali son of Miy Abdullah ...
Mir Jam Ninda .., 11
Mir Karm Khan: .., ofs 0
Mir Ehan Muhammad ore e
Mir Mahmad oer ver oo
Mir Mihrab
Mir Muhammad Khan vy

Mir Murid Haidar ... ver

oo

Page.| Pana.
153 231
14 23
73 120
36 45
143
212 324—20
214f 324—31
216] 324—41
215 324—35
" 215 32435
217|324-44 to 47
221 325—15
231 232—9
21732448 & 49
215 324—32
213 824—26
215 32435
218 324—25
215 324—35
216 324—40
216/324-42 & 43
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Mir Nasirkhan o ee
Mirpur Mirs’ Grants

Mortgage of Jagirs—vide Alienation of Jagirs—

Mowji Lohara...
Mujmilli Maps ...
Mukhadim (sub-lessee)—

could not be dlspossessed by J: agn'dnr or have his

rent raised

if dispossessed by Jagirdar may sue at law

Mulazimi—Meaning of ..

Munafia— Vide Khairats—Settlement of-— !

Mnndrani Jagirdars - o

Maunicipalities—Grants to .,

Muster of Jagirdars -

Napier—Sir Charles—

His rules and orders acted on by Mr. Pringle

His rules not retrospective

His scheme of hereditary Jagirs criticised

'

ses .

e

oo

Page. Para.
212] 324—19
133 205
136 212
137 213
144 220—12
293 420
202 316 (3)

§ 17
170 266
125 199
126 201
131| note. -
295 423
296 425
299 4383—435
437 700—703
229 326
248 350

92 161
105 178
111 183—7
122 195
93 165
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Page. Para,
Napier—Sir Charles—contd.
The scheme not worked... . 94 166
105 177
111 183—7
129] - 205
His rules adversely criticised by Sir George Clerk 99|171-10to 13
and praised by Mr. Pringle . 112{183-9 to 11
and dispraised by Mr. Frere 141] 220142
188 294
Complaints of the harshness of his rules 118 188
Insufficient publicity and unpopularity of rules...| 122 196
Misunderstanding of his rules o 124 198
Napierian Gunda—
All measurements to be with e 136 238
181 289
187} 293—21
Napierian Tanab ... .. 181 289
Napierian bigah—what 222| marginal
: note.
Nawab Mubhammad Khan, Thora © 297]331-26 & 27
244 341—13
245 342
247 345
254 359
258
Nazarsna—
Levy of—proposed by the Bombay Government in
the case of the Chandia Chief o 241
Levy of —proposed by the Government of India in
the case of all First Class Jagirdars and Sirdars| 243|
Report called for on the subject of ... o 245
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XXXIX

Nazarzna— contd.
Levy of—deprecated by Major Goldsmid

»  » by Mr. Inverarity

" ,, countermanded
Vide Garden Grants—Settlement of Pattadari
Settlement,

Norays—Chief of ...

(0
Old Settlements—
What should be done with ...

When to be opened up

Option—to pay rent or surrender its equivalent in land—
First proposal as to

Proposal to allow—sanctioned

—to pay Chowth or Duanagi ... 5

P
Panchayat—uvide Arbitration.
Parkar—Chief of...
Patta ...
Pattadari—
Description of—by Captain Farrington

Proposal to place—on same footing as small J. a.gus
agreed to e

Page. | Para.
247
253 358
257 364
289| 414
147
150 224
151 226
187 193-23
270 381—G
277 384
26 23
27 24
63 106
64 1 Q7
64 107
287 408
318
15 23
40 53
41 - 87
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Page. Para,
Pattadari Settlement—Chapter II.

Origin of the tenure . -.| 816 464
Nature of the tenure e ..| 316 465
Special rules necessary for Pattadaris ... ...| 316 466
Captain Stack’s theory as to origin of tenure ...| 817 467
Captain Goldsmid's report on the tenure .| 817 468
Mr. Ellis's Memorandum ... .| 320 469
Directions for a Settlement issued by Mr, Frere...| 322 470
Roll of Pattadars prepared ... . ...| 323 1
The Bombay Government recommend settle-

ment for sanction oef 325 472
Sanction of the Government of India... .| 325 473
Condition as to payment of Nasarana wajved ... 326 474
Review of the settlement by the Secretary of State] 826 475
Second and Third Class Pattadars ... .| 827 476
Mr, Inverarity recommends that they be included

in the First Class, o s el <827 476
with the exception of two individuals from whose|

revenue he proposes to deduct one-fourth ...| 827 477
Government Resolution ... oo .| 327 478
Mr, Inverarity's report on those two cases—pro-

poses hereditary continuance,., ... o 827 479
Goyernment order these two cases to be included

in Second class aoourdmg to Amended Rules

of 184" o .o : 328 481




XLI

Pattadari Settlement—Chapter 1I—conid.

Separate settlement for one ot these cases—that;
of Sayad Muradali Shah ...

Orders regarding sub-division of Pattadaris

Major Goldsmid’s views... ...

Government allow Civil suits to be brought for|
sub-division with permission of the Commissioner.

Issue of Roll of Pattadaris

Pay—

of troops, &c., converted into gunts of land in
bigahs .. vor

Nature and conditions of grants held for—

Specimen of Sanad issued for—

b Grants for—ﬁomina.lly for life... b

”

”

»

”»

liable to reduction ...
proposed to be continued only for life
compared to Commissions in the army

ordered to be resumed on death of
grantee ... es

Omission in Sanad regarding land held for—

Jagirs generally held for—under the Amirs

Distinetion between grants held by Ch1efs for—and
those of their followers ...

‘Distinction between land grants in lieu of—for,

specific service and land grauts in lieu of cash ...

Page. Para.
328 482
328 483
329 484
330 485
330 486

4 8
10 20
11 21
13 22
14 23
25 20
40 53
72 120—3
186 293—7
422 665
68 118
131 206
132
144 | 22011
186 293—6
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Pelly’s Rules
not wholly sanctioned by Government in 1857 ...

Penalties—
for forgery of Sanad

for failure to report death of co-sharer

for fasification of boundaries

Pensions—Grant of—in licu of Jagirs deprecated ... 145 & 218

Enjoyed by the ex-Amirs
Land grants I;refcrred to
Pensions’ Act—uvide Impartibility of Jagirs.
Permanent Settlement when to come in force in the case
of the Four Families ... .
Deo. Sirdars ...
Perpetuity— Vide H;areditary Jagirs—
Personal Saranjam...
Phulbai
Pitapur—Chief of

Pelice Powers—
Investiture of Jagirdars with—deprecated

Poll tax—
generally reserved by Amirs

enjoyed by some Jagirdars

Right to levy—withheld from Jagirdars

Page.| Para.
185 293
198 310

37 49
79 131
186 293—15
80| 133—134
186 293—16
219
145 220
209
237
298
"143,
291] 418 & 420
289 414
104{ 175
7 16
11 21
42 58
44| 63
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Page. | Para.
Possession on 17th Feburary 1843 good title for holdmg
a Jagir ... 44 63
" » garden grant ... 60 103
Want of—how treated ... 187 293—18
Prescription—
Of 20 years a good title to possemon of cultivated
Jagir hereditarily ... 72 120
Vide—Present Incumbents, ' |
Present Incumbents in Third and Fourth Class to select
their holdings 2 .. 181 289
of the Four Great Families not to be disturbed...| 215
of the Sirdar Class 1 P 228
Vide Old Settlements.
Primogenature—Evils of P 273
-Procedure in Jagir Inquiry—Vide Salam Parwana,
87| 149—151
115 183—20
119 to
120
123 197
127} 203
132 205
147 220
167 259
181 289
183 291—292
188 294
Proclamation—
1. To Jagirdars to Salam Sir Charles Napier... 19 7
2. Read—on the Queen’s birthday,24th May 1844 20 10
3. Containing Sir Charles Naplers scheme of
hereditary Jagirs, &c. 76 126
4. Torent-free holders in the Resumed Districts...] 118 190
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Proof of Sanad ...
Public Improvements—

Impediments to—from small Jagirs...

» ” otber Jagirs...
Vide—Exchange of Jagirs,
Pusht ba Pusht Sanad

Q

Quarter share of produce— Vide Chowth.
R
Rakhs— Vide Huris—

Ramdani Jagirdars... - -

Rana of Parkar— Vide Parkar.

Rank—List of persons of e
Raomas—Chief of .,. " ™
Ratansing—Rana of Parkar ... .

Registration of Sanads—

by the Amirs
not perfect .., -
Registry of heirs ...

Page.| Para.
36 43
39 50
69, 118—5
144 2207
295 423
296 425 and 427
299 433 to 435
264,
289 414
287 409
6 12
36, 45
79 130
163 250
276 382
280 395




Regrant of Jagirs—
Question as to terms of ...
made with what Gynda—

Questions as to—how to be disposed of

Vide QGeneral conditions and Settlement and

Faiealnama.

Regrantable Jagir— Vide Season Divisions.
Religious Grants—

in the Shikarpur District

to what extent to be made

Vide Khairats—Settlement of—
Religious Institutions—

Support of—by the State

Grants for—to what extent to be made

Vide Khairats—Settlement of —
Remissions of Duanagi,
Rent—Proposal to levy—on all Jagirs
Resident Jagirdar—

Advantages proposed for
Resumption Rules—Defects of

Vide Waste lands.
Resumed Districts—What

-Claims in—how to be disposed of

Jagirs of Talpur Families in—how dealt with ...

Page.| Para.

24 18—19
187 293—22
277 384

14 23
435 695
101 17121
435 695

92 164

19 7
207
663 251
118 189
119 191—192
120
216

218
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Resumptions—

Arbitrary—in Shikarpur District

by Amirs ...

Rules as to ...

Cost of effecting—to be borne by whom
Treatment of Jagir before effecting—

Vide Four Great Families—Waste land.

Return of documents.

Revenue Establishments—Vide Collection charges.

Revenue Department—

Proceedings connected with J. aglrs to be pnmanly
conducted in the g

Questions to be dealt with by
Revenue Survey-—operations to extend to rent-free lands,
Vide Thakbust map, Mujmilli map—
Revolt of 1857—vide Loyalty.
Revolt in 1859, in Thar and Parkar
Rewards—Vide Informers,
Roads—Grants for...
Vide Five per cent. cess.
Roadside trees—Grants for ... .
Rolls—of 3rd and 4th Class Jagirdars issued
of First Class, Talpur and Sirdar Jagirdars and

Pattadars, Hissadars and Khairatdars issued ...

Page.l| Para

16 23

69 118—4
420 662
422 663
422 664
174 275
279 391
276 382
280 395
160 244
277 383
202 313
289! 415—418
435 696
432/ 687—689
269 379
286 407




XLVIL

S

Sanad—
Meaning of ... o
Given for grants by Amirs
Reservation of right to taxes by ...
Specimen of—--issued f()r pay . oee

Clauses in—showing nature of grants
Shares of followers, &c., definedin ...
Seldom complete in themselves ...
Issued by Sir Charles Napier AW
Do. do. _ on regrant
Do. do. to sharers

Not to issue if property do not exceed in value
Rs. 200 ... o

Issue of final...
Not bearing Sir Charles Napier's seal how treated

Issue of final
Vide Registration, Forgery, Proof, Possession.

Sanads—

Forms of—as finally approved by Government 639 to 447

Salam—required ... o

Of a relative or common grantee sufficient ...

Infancy, old age, or illness may excuse failure to

e see ece oo .re

i Page. Para.
138 215
6 12
7 16
1 21
15 24
34 43
21 13
22 15
32 38
50 81
135 209
266 74
186 293—12
266 374
17 3
30 34
186 293—9
146 220
45 68
48 7

not required from Garden Grantees ... -




XLVIIX

Page. Para,
Salam Parwana 20 10
Salam Sanad—see Salam Parwana—
Salar Lekhi .- . 235 333—25
Samatji 291 418
Sangat—
Meaning of Grants to 6 12
Lapse of shares of—on their death ... 143 220
Do. do. mot named in Sanads 185 293—3
Ordinary members of—not to belong to First or
Sccond Class - 166 255
Vide Pay.
Santhis... ¥ 289 414
Saranjams—vide Jagirs.
Sayads —vide Khairats—Settlement of—
Sayads of - Tatta—
Reasons for not confirming the Sayads’ allowances
after the Conquest a1, 1343 512
Continuance of the confiscation by the Govern-
ment of India 343 513
Mr. Pringle’s report on the Sayads’ claim, and the
remarks of the Bombay Government eee| 343 514
Mr. Pringle’s recommendation rejected by the Gov-
ernment of India ... . 344 515
Correspondence revived by Mr. Frere—His pro-
posal to grant land at a cash assessment of one-
balf the usual rate ... | 345 616
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Sayads of Tatta—contd,

| Government olt' India consent
Difficulties in carrying out the above proposal ...
Mr. Frere’s order to pay Rs. 6,000 annually to the

Sayads from the produce .eo

Mr. Ellis refers the questxon of this grant to Gov-
ernment..

Decision of the Government of India
Schools—Grants for osa

Season Divisions—
Rule of '

to be followed in disposing of am heir's claims to

crops of Jagir regranted to him ... "
Vide Crop on regrantable Jagirs,
Second Class Jagirdar—
(a). “According to Captain Stack’s proposals... ...
). » Mr. Frere's » e .
(©). » Major Goldsmid’s ,, ...

Vide Four Great Talpur Families and Sirdars.

Selection of continuable areas—

Privilege of ... - cos ooe
Seri—

Meaning of ... - ooe

Varieties of ... oo - vee

Converted into Jagirs ... - oer oee

Date of—not to be considered as date of Jagir ...

Page. | Para
345 517
346 518
345| 518
346 519
346 520
435 695
149 223
161 245
131
143
171 271
419 662

2 24
2 .3
3 5,6
161 246




| Page.| Para.
Seri—Mamul and Thalli —Chapter X, Section 2—
Nature of Seri grants ... o 428 678
Object of Seri grants ... oee 429 679
Seridars not necessarily headmen of villages ...| 430 680
Description of Mamul Grant in Shikarpur e 430 681
Mr. Frere's orders on the subject ... oo| . 430 682
Government Resolution in 1869, authorizing grants :
for Village services and orders in 1871 o 431 683
- Grants of land to village servants sanctioned by thel
QGovernment of India in 1871 ... 431 684
Sind Village Officers’ Act, 1881 ... 431 685
No distinction now between Seri, lhmnl and
Thali ... o | 481 686
Services exacted from Jagirdars e 4? 70
5 96
discontinued oor oo .. 92 162
Settlement—
 (1)of Third and Fourth Class Jagirs o} 107 309
108| 310
(2) of the claims of the Four Great Families—
. () Major Goldsmid's report ... ol 197 308
205 321
(%) Mr. icm.*. npon‘ ' - o 2
) : 219
(¢) Letter of the Bombay Government to
the Government of India ol 219 325
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Page.| Para.
Settlement—contd.
L. (2) of the claims of the Four Great Families—
contd.
(d) Letter of the Government of Indial
sanctioning the settlement 229
231
(e) Letter of the Bombay Government ex- '
plaining some doubtful points 235 334
(7) Letter to the Commissioner to carry out
settlement ... 235 334
(9) Major Goldsmid’s roposa;ls regarding
the carrying out of the settlement ..., 236/ 337—339
(k) Secretary of State’s despatch ol 250
(i) Mr. Inverarity’s report 256
(7) Government reply 257 364
() Government of India’s approval 259
(3) of the clmms of Sirdars—
(@) MaJor Goldsmid’s report and list 205
210
(b) additions and alterations in (a) o] | 223] 327—328
(¢) Mr. Ellis’s report 224 329
229
() Bombay Government letter 238
2
(¢) Government of India’s letter ol 2
24
(f) Secretary of State’s despatoh | 25
(g) Mr Inverarity, report ... .| 256




Settlement—contd.
(é) of the claims of the Sirdars—contd.
(k) Government reply
() Government of India’s approval
(4) of First Class Jagirs—
(«) Major Goldsmid’s report ...
(b) Mr. Ellis’s report

(c) Bombay Government letter
(d) Government of India’s letter

(c) Secretary of State’s despatch /
Vide Garden Grants, '
Pattadari Settlement.
Khairats—Settlement of
Hissadari Settlement.
Thar and Parkar Jagirs.
Upper Sin.d Frontier Jagirs,
Settlement Department—
Relations of—with tile Jagir Department
to settle boundary disputes .
to refer to Jagir Department as to the number

&e., of allenations before commencing the1r
opera.tlons : e e

Page.

Para.

257
259

231
231

240
241

242
243

244
250

199
204,

201

333
333-3to 25

312318

314
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Sharers—
Evils arish;g from recognition of
Rules for disposing of claims of
» for apportioning shares among
Vide Birathari, Sangat, efcetera,
Shor-wa-Todah

Sind Bigah—vide Napierian bigah,
Sind Village Officers’ Act—
Vide Seri.

Sirdars—
Mr. Frere on ny ot
Information called for regarding
» supplied
Selection of ...
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CHAPTER I.

SectioN I. |

* THE JAGIR SYSTEM BEFORE SIND BECAME
A BRITISH POSSESSION.

| 1. - The great majority of the lands found in aliena-
| o ~ tion at the date of the conquest (1843)
| roSpjority gﬁn;l“l::‘?‘ﬁ had been originally granted by the Tal-
whom granted. pur Amirs, who about the year 1783,
A. D, had revolted against the Kalhora dynasty and had suc-

ceeded in establishing themselves as Rulers of Sind.

2. The holdings which the Talpurs themselves had pre-
viously enjoyed under the rule of the Kal-
Origin of the alienations q

known as— Deradari’ horas are perhaps fair examples of the
and ¢ Seri. nature and origin of the tenures then pre-
valent. “ Sacred by extraction,” says Captain Pelly, ““ and addicted
“ rather to agrarian than warlike pursuits, the Kalhoras encour-
“ aged agriculture, and required mercenaries. The Talpurs, like

* The materials for this Section are :—
L Captain Stack’s Memorandum, dated 10th March 1848.

Il Lieutenant Farrington, Collector of Shikarpur’s letter to the Commissioner in
Sind, No. 109, dated 20th February 1850, reporting on Captain Stack’s Memo-
randum.

III & IV. Captain Rathborne, Collector of Hyderabad's letter to the Commissioner
in Sind, No. 402, dated 2nd.April 1850, reporting on Captain Stack’s Memoran-
dum, and No. 598, dated 12th June 1850.

V. Captain Preedy, Collector of Karachi’s, No. 1785, dated 12th October 1850,
reporting on Captain Stack’s Memorandum.

VI. Captain Stack’s No. 10, dated 220d February 1853, to the Commissioner in
Sind.
VIL Captain Pelly’s No. 2,dated 1st January 1856, to the Commissioner in Sind.
Each of these documents is quoted in the text by its indicative number :
: the paragraphs being shown by small numerals. Thus I—1 signifies the first.
& paragraph of the document here marked I.



“other Baluch tribes who had immigrated from their western
“ mountains, took service ; received in charge extensive districts
‘‘(Deradaris) situate in the neighbourhood of ancient Brahminabad ;
‘¢ gelected the present village of Shahdadpur as their headquarters;
“ and were paid by yearly or six monthly assignments of a cer-
“ tain extent of crops (Seri) lying within the limits of their
* charge.”

8. “The assignments so made varied, accordmg as they
« mlght be of standing crops of the current season, or of crops
‘“grown upon a given area cultivated by the grantee. The
¢ ‘Deradar’ also enjoyed that portion of the produce, grown
“ within his ¢ Deradari’ generally, which constituted the difference
‘ between the quantity which he demanded from the agricultu-
“ rists by process of Batai (division of crops) and the quantity
“ which at low rates (Kamrakab) was demandable from him by
¢ Government. (VII, 9to 11).”

4. On the expulsion of the Kalhoras the country was di-
Acoession of the Talpurs “yided among the Talpur leaders. Mir
and division of the ter-
ritory. Fateh Ali and his three younger brothers
reigned jointly at Hyderabad. To Mir Suhrab (from whom the
Khairpur family spring) was assigned Khairpur and its depen-
dencies; and to Mir Thara (the grandfather of S8her Muham-
mad) Mirpur, and the adjoining territory lying to the east
of Hyderabad. Four other distinguished Talpur Chiefs (Aludo,
Muhammad Khan, Ghulam Hussen,  and Feroz) received,
at the same time, large-tracts of land, but they were granted
no independent regal jurisdiction, and were for purposes
of Government, considered subordinate to the Hyderabad
Amirs. The lesser Baluch Chieffains were quartered with their

followers in different parts of the country,
ot of Derar.  each having in & manner charge of the
Talpurs. district round about him, which was called
his ¢ Deradari,’ from ¢ Dera’ a 8indhi word signifying ¢ head-
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‘quarters.” They were, a8 already explained, paid by yearly or
six monthly assignments of a certain number of Bigahs of green
crops, denominated ¢Seri,’ grown on the lands included in
their ¢ Deradari.’ (I—10).

b. Mir Fateh Ali was a strict Ruler, and under him but
little land was alienated in addition to that mentioned above, as
given to the Four Great Families. A few other Chiefs, however,

received from him, after a time, grants
““;,‘;:;"o:f;o?,;“",;‘;:, of town lands which they had at first
aod of ' Serd m‘;‘ﬁ-‘fg&; held in ¢Deradari,’ and occasionally grants
1802. of ¢8eri’ were converted into Jagirs. Al-
though nominally Fateh Ali’s three brothers, Mirs Ghulam Ali,
Karm Ali, and Murad Ali, were associated with him in the
government, yet while he lived, he reigned supreme, and
all Sanads bore his single seal. (I—2).

6. Mir Fateh Ali died A. D. 1802, and Mir Ghulam Al
" Growth of Jagirs uuder then succeeded to the management of
Mir Ghulam Ali, 1802-1813 5 ffairs. Under his rule Jagirs grew consi-
derably, a great number of the assignments of ‘8eri’ being
changed into Jagirgrants. When grants of ¢ Seri’ were thus con-
verted into Jagir holdings, the extent of land over which the
grantee had previously had a claim to ¢ Seri’ ( green crops)
was usually quadrupled and the whole assigned to him as
“Jagir,” (the extra three shares being added toallow for fallows.
This Amir, however, made but few completely new grants, He
contented himself with convertmg existing ‘Sen grants into
Jagir holdings. (I—3).

7. Mir Ghulam Ali died in A. D. 1812, The two remain-
Growth of Jagirs under iDE brothers, Mirs Karm AH and Murad
s 1aes. ™ Ali, appear then to have carried on
' the administration jointly, for Sanads

have been found sealed in the same year by one or other or
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both of them, as the case might be. Karm Ali, however, being of &
quiet and serious disposition, did not mix much in public affairs,
and therefore his Sanads have been more rarely met with. He
died in A. D. 1828. (I—4).
. 8. Both of these brothers continued the system of cancel-
. ling the “Seri’ assignments and giving
M ey, A 10 land instead, till at last ‘Seri’ became
1828—1833. quite or almost unknown. But meantime
another kind of remuneration had come into fashion,viz, that
) of ready-money cash payments to Baluch
mof:;;?ﬁm (}:eemﬂi chiefs and their followers. In course of
assignment. time many Chiefs who had obtained
Jagirs also contrived to secure this cash allowance in addition;
and like the assignments of ¢ Seri’ these cash payments were
frequently converted into grants of land, the usual rate of
exchange being one bigah of free land for each Kora rupee
(a little less than 12 annas of the Company’s coin) yearly pay.
For instance Mir Murad Aliin a short time avoided the dis-
bursement of 5 lacs of Kora rupees of pay, by assigning lands
instead. He made many fresh grants too* (though always

Fresh grants. in small quantities) to other Baluchis,
generally to grown up sons or relations of men already holding
free lands. Such grants always mentioned the number of
bigahs. (I—5). ' ’

9., During this Mir's Government,, and indeed under.that
of Ghulam Ali also, thelocalities of these grants were constantly
being changed. It wasnot that the term of grant in any place
was limited, for the Sanads generally said °Fasl-ba-Fasl’
(season by season) and ¢ without a fresh order being needed,
but the grantees themselves seem to have been constantly.

Shifting of the locality desiring a change of ground, and some-
of grants. times in one season, a man would get 2
* According to Ceptain Rathborne (II—8),it was after Sobdar's fevolt that Murad
Ali began togive away land in Jagir. .
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or 3 S8anads for differently located Jagirs, one cancelling the
other ; he being either dissatisfied with the land first given, or
some difficulty having arisen about its being made over to him.
But it was on the death of Mir Murad Ali in A. D. 1833,
that the most general and extensive shifting and alteration of

Jagirs occurred. Then all the lands belong-
afonition of the count¥ ing to the Hyderabad Amirs (saveand ex-
.?'.?gim“"“"" shifting of oept the Jagirs of the great chieftains,

which continued uninterruptedly and un-
changed in the hands of their holders) were divided by umpires
into four portions for the four younger Amirs, Mir Sobdar, son
of Mir Fateh Ali, Mir Muhammad, son of Ghulam Ali and Mirs
Nur Muahammad, and Nasir Khan,-sons of Murad Ali. All the
Jagirdars in the country then ranged themselves separately
under the different rulers, so that when a Baluch holding a Jagir
in the portion of the country that fell to the lot of one Amir,
became the follower of another, it was necessary to change
his estate to the possessions of his master. In this way about
2ths of the Jagirs of the lesser chiefs changed place in one
season. (I—6).

10. Mir Nur Mubammad died in 1840, and was succeeded

by his sons Shahdad and Hussen Ali, who

Durther shifting of Jagis  3;vided his possessions between them, Here

Muhammad ip-1840. again great shiftings took place in settling
the followers of each Amir on their master’s'lands. (I—7).

11. Under the four and (on Mir Nur Muhammad’s death,)

five younger Amir’s, Jagirs increased .consi-

mﬁ';m:m under  Jorably, sometimes by being granted in

lieu of money or grain-pay, and sometimes

hy new grants given to new followers, or an increased grant

made by one Amir asa bribe to the follower of another to draw

him to his service : for they were very jealous of each other’s

power. Some lands indeed lapsed from the death of holders,
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or from occasional reductions made, but these bore a small
proportion to the grants made.

12. It may be added thattwo or three of the Talpur Chief-
tains, and the heads of certain tribes like the
o oontinusnce of Jagi  Numrias, and Jokhias, whohad held land
under the Kalhoras were continued in them
by the reigning chiefs, that “ no land was ever granted or alienated
 without a regular S8anad under seal of a reigning Amir, which
‘“ was always carefully registered in the Amir’s Daftar; that the
‘“original Sanad, on which the land was held, was generally
“ carefully kept by the persons concerned ; that by far the greater
“ number of Sanads showed the grants were made not person-
“ally to the Chief or Chiefs named in them, but to them,
“ their followers (Sangat) and brethren (Birathari); and also
_ _ ‘“tha} sometimes particulars at foot of
bﬁﬁ: yile-deeds issued < ¢ho Sanads themselves and generally the
“ accounts and the lists of followers in the
“ Amir’s Daftar, clearly enumerated these followers, discriminat-
‘“ ing their shares, thus affording every means for an equitable
‘“ enquiry into the title of each individual sharer.” (VI).

13. According to Captain Stack, the amount of land held

. in Jagir in the Hyderabad Collectorate in

Dstimate of total amount e, a1y 1843, was not less than 40 lacs of

the conquest. bigahs, divided amongst nearly 15,000 indi-
viduals.

14.- The above account of the Jagir S8ystem under the Talpurs
was declared by Captain Rathborne to be “in all essential parti-
“ culars correct.” Mir Karm Ali, however, according to him, was
not of a serious disposition but rather the reverse. * The fixedness

. of tenure” wrote Captain Rathborne ¢ whe-
deop.?n‘({ggtﬁnu;ﬁ;’: e ¢ ther as regards the possessor or his heirs

Amirs, “ depended very much, as it will always in
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“ guch cases, on the influenee of the possessor, and on the relative
“ power; at the period, of the Sirdars generally and of the Crown,”

15. As regards the sub-division of Jagirs among followers
o and others, he said, it had been * for ages
oot s folowes ‘8 matter of daily occurence in Sind.”
and others. It was effected by dividing the land into
lots, bad lots being allowed more land. The division rested
with the possessor, the selection with the person claiming
the division. It was therefore the interest of the former to divide
as fairly and equally as possible. ‘The whole of Bind,” he
continued, © was divided among the Talpurs in this way after
« the death of Mir Murad Ali, and the plan has been one perpe-
“ tually in operation, both as regards Jagir and Ryoti land, both
“before and since. I suppose that that there is scarcely a Jagir
“ in Sind of 60 years’ standing that has not for mere purposes of
“ family arrangement, been subjected to at least half a dozen
* such sub-divisions, within that period, irrespectively altogether
“of the changes and divisions made whether by the Talpur
“ Government or our own.”

16. Captain Rathborne also stated that the Mirs used to
specially reserve the right to town duties

o Reservation of theright o) 3 miscellaneous taxes in their Sanads to
cellaneous tazes by the  Jagirdars. He knew only.five exceptions,
those of the Chiefs of Adam Khan ka Tanda,

Meri, Muhammad Khan ka Tanda, Jam ka Tanda, and Baga ka
Tanda. The dues collected by these, however, amounted only
“to half a pice in the Rupee’s value of goods ¢n ¢ransitu in
« return for which they furnished *chokis.” They had moreover
“to pay heavy duties to the Mirs on all goods sold to them-
“ selves, and all grain the produce of Jagirs was assessed by the
“ Mirs at double the.town and transit duties levied on Ryoti

* Guards.
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‘“ grain, an assessment the grain of these very Sirdars was not
‘ exempted from. Moreover all produce of gardens in Jagir was
“liable to a tax of ten per cent. ad valorem on its sale—a tax
“ from which the produce of Ryoti gardens was free.” The
differential duty on grain amounted, when grain was cheap,
to as much as 20 per cent. besides collecting fees.

17. The Jagirdars, under the Amirs, had no paramount
power within their Jagirs according to Cap-

o agirdars” power under  ¢ain Rathborne. None of them had sepa-
rate armies or courts. “ On the contrary,

“ every one was compelled to be in constant attendance on his
“ Mir, unless when he had permission to be absent. Many of
“ them were holders of land producing less than thirty rupees
‘“ per annum, and the majority of them were holders of lands
¢ producing less than a thousand rupees per annum clear. . . . .
“To be sure as far as doing justice on a criminal is concerned,
“or disposing of a robber found in the mneighbourhood, any
 Baloch did that who pleased, not because the Mirs’ authority
“ was not paramount every where, but because he knew that if
“ he failed to execute justice himself, under the latter Mirs at
¢ least, no one else would take the trouble. But the Mirs or-
“ ders ran as freely in Jagirs as in Khalsa lands. At important
¢ fairs held within Jagir boundaries, the Mirs, not the Jagirdars,
¢ furnished . the police protecting force. Jagirdars themselves
“ offending, were arrested, when it was thought proper, and cri-
“ minals were arrested, when necessary, on their lands, without
« reference to them. A Jagirdar had not the power to dispossess
« 3 Mukhadim (sub-lessee) on his estate, or even to raise his
“ rents beyond the Government rate. Many Jagirdars paid
“ water tax in kind, and their Jagirs were battaied by the Mirs’
« Kardars—and all Peshkash, Sarshumari, Water tax, Kangan
“ as well as the produce of gardens and fisheries, were levied by
“ the latter from the Jagirdar’s tenants direct, precisely in the
“ same way as they were on Khalsa lands. Indeed to this day
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“ thoselands of Mir Ali Murad, an independent Sovereign—which
* are watered by British Canals, are batidied in the same manner
“ by our Kardars without remonstrance or complaint on the
¢ Mir’s part, and they were so always before the conquest.”

18. Captain Rathborne admitted that, the Jagirdar exercised
Jodicial fonctions of oM kind of eivil and criminal administration
. in his own Jagirs. The pettiest kind of
civil cases were settled by him or by his agent, and if he was a
Sirdar of position, the case was generally submitted to his decision
by the parties themselves. Criminal justice was executed by him
or his Khizmatgar or Kardar, but only “ when the case was not
“ of a nature to make it the interest of the Government authorities
“ to interfere ” All cases in which questions of Muhammadan law
arose were settled by the Kazis; and the Panchayets under the
Mukhis disposed of all other important cases, the Mirs interfering
if appealed to. Nearly all the comsiderable Sirdars were non-
resident Jagirdars, and sometimes selected their Kamdars, from
“ their khizmatgars, slaves, and cooks.”

19. Jagirdars in 8ind were not a compact class, with uniform
rights or immunities. “The term Jagirdar in Sind *’ wrote Cap-
Jagirdars in Sind nok s tain Rathborne “ embraces classes as varitfus
compact class with uni-  as the term “Government” servant does with
form rights orimmuniti. ¢ s, There are some Government servants
“ at home, for instance, who. are peers of the realm, and members
“of the Royal family, and there are others who are too happy
“to clean ensigns’ boots and shoes for a penny or two extra per
“ diem to the pay they receive daily. 8o it is with -Jagirdars in
«“8ind. There are some whom no one of proper feeling would
“ think of treating with less consideration than he would show
 towards an English gentleman of the highest rank, while there
*are others, whom the Sirdars so treated would consider suffi-
« ciently honored by them, if they put them upon a footing with
“their grooms. In short there are as many grades as exist
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“between a Sirdar of the Deccan of the 1st class and that
“ pettiest of inamdars, a village watchman.” (III).

20.. Captain Rathborne in his No, 598, dated 12th June 1860,
(IV) further gave important information regarding Jagirs held in
Nature and conditions lieu .of pay. “In Jagirs assigned for the
of a Jagir held in lieuof  maintenance of troops, those troops are
pey. « enumerated in the original Sanads in a no-
“ minal roll, or reference is made in the 8anad to the Seri or pay
«roll in which they already stood enumerated, making the assign-
“ ment for each individual soldier, in effect a separate Jagir de-
“ pending on his life, But though each man’s share was thus set-
“tled, the obligation to maintain the required number of troops
“ was at the same time............a transaction between the State
“and the Jagirdars, and became open to & re-consideration on the
¢« demise of the latter, when it might be replaced or cancelled, as
«  whole, without reference to casualties among the individual
“ holders..........canuveeennn

« A Baluch chief was like a Baron of old, or a Captain of Free
« Bands in Italy during the middle ages, and not very dissimilar
“to a political partisan in Eogland when politics were made more
« g trade of, than they are at present. In dealing with the Chief
“ the question was what followers he had whom he could bring
“ with him to the side that he embraced : the-reply was so and
« g0 with so much ; so and so worth so much ; so and so worth so
 much, and a certain number of lesser partisans worth say, so much
¢ g head all round. The batch was then taken into employ and
« the Sanad made out. On the death of any one of the number,
“ his share lapsed to the Government, unless his son or a substitute,
“ of equal worth was allowed by the Mirs to take his place ; but
« at the same time at the death of the leader the whole transaction
“fell to the ground and ended, unless the leader left a son or
“ nephew, or man of equal influence, whom the Band were incli-
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¢ ned to obey implicitly and follow equally blindly, whether for
¢ good or ill.”¥ -
21. The following is a specimen of Sanads issued in lieu of
Specimen of Senad (title  PBY* It is taken from Captain Rathborne’s-
dud)for Jagir in liew of letter last quoted (IV).

Translation of a Sanad under the seal of Mir Fateh Ali Khan,
Talpur, dated 18th Rabi-ul-awal 1208.

To the present and future Kardars of Jati.

“ Of our pleasure we have granted 3274 Jirebs of land, being
“ the double of 1637 Jirebs of Seri (or standing crops), in the names
*¢ of Ali Khan, Gulbeg, Esub, Rakhio and other Fakir Changs, in
“lien of their former Seri and Deradari, from the Rabi 1205, as
¢ Jagir adam zabt (numeasured), in the names of the above Fakirs,
 out of the makans of Lurand Bangar. This is therefore written
“that you may know this, and according to the extent of land
 above stated, measure as a Jagir to the above-named Changs, out
«of the makans of Lur and Bangar, land cultivated and unculti-
*“ vated but capable of cultivation, and give it to them, that they
““ may superintend and cultivate these, and enjoy the revenues with
*“the exception of 4bwabs (dues) viz.—

Ijara Khushki (Land Customs).

Mir Bahri (Fisheries).

Pesh Kash Mahajan (Personal Taxes on Hindu traders).
Sarshumari (Poll tax).

Isnafgari (Taxes on Artisans).

“according fo the custom of Jagirdars, and be ready for the
“ service of the Sirkar. Mulchand the present Kardar of Jati is to
“ attend to what is here directed.

’erChsrluNapm-, mllbeseenlstaron,sotubmkethro h this system, as to
dowmhfoﬂomtontunhnnhmtorhhlita,notwiﬁuﬂmdmx leador'adoath '
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Al Khan, Chang, wasin possession of 94 Jircbs of Ser,
Jagir granted of... 188 Jnebs.
Gulbeg, Chang, do. do. 94

Jagir granted of.., 188 »
Khando and Mustak, Changs, do. do. 60

Jagir granted of... 120 »
Daud and Rais, Changs, do. do. 60 -

Jagir granted of... 120 »
Fakir and Gula, Changs, do. do. 186

Jagir granted of... 270
Bhagsand Shahdad, do. do. 97

Jagir granted of... 194 »
Khabar Rakhio and Sammandar, do. 229

Jagir granted of... 458
Esan and Lal Khan, do. do. 126

Jagir granted of... 252 »
Esab, Manak and Mnthara do. do. 188

Jagir granted of... 376 »

Mir Khan, do. do. 45
Jagir granted of... 90 »
Balach and Wadu, do. do. 120

Jagir granted of... 240 ”
Baji, Kamal, Hathi, Nihal and Saheb,
Changs, do. do. 869
* Jagir granted of... 738  ,,
Total, being double the quantity of Seri, ' 8,274 »
22. Captain Preedy also vouched for the accuracy of
Captain Stack’s description of the Jagir System in force under the
Talpurs. He added that with a few exceptions all the Jagirs in
his Collectorate were either granted as pay for troops or as remu-
neration for Civil Offices. * Under the Government of the Amirs '
. e tonden of Ingir he continued, “ the principal Jagirdars were
become b “ tacitly allowed to exercise- Civil and Mili-
“ tary anthomy over the Royts of their respective Jagirs, from
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‘“whom they also levied the Government share of the revenue ;
“ they also possessed influence at Court in proportion to the weight
¢ of their personal characters and to the number of their followers.
¢« Bach Chief of a tribe, moreover, exercised to the fullest extent
« patriarchal authority over his clansmen. It is true that the
« greater part of the Jagirdars held their lands at the pleasure of
¢ the Amir whom they served, but at a Court so constituted as
¢ that of Sind, strife and petty jealousies were always rife, and
¢ each Chief knew full well that if deprived of his possessions by
“ one Amir, he was sure of being taken into the serviee of another,
“ between whom and his former master enmity existed, and from
““ whom he was pretty certain of obtaining a larger Jagir than
 that which had' been taken from him. In the same manner
“ although his lands were not secured to his heir by title deeds,
“ &c., each Chief knew that if possessed of buta moderate share
‘ of abilities, his son was certain of being confirmed in his-father’s
« possessions, and if not, that he would be able to obtain others of
*“ equal value by enlisting under the banner of arival Amir.” The
Jagirdars and their followers, according to Captain Preedy,
¢ composed the Military force of the country, and, as such, were
*“ a fierce turbulent body, like the Mamelukes of Egypt, formid-
“ able alike to princes'and people, and capable at any moment, by
¢ union amongst themselves, of controlling both.................. It
“ was by their clamourous and outrageous behaviour that the
“ Amirs were, compelled to, violate the treaty which. they had
“ signed with us, and hastily and tumultuously to rush to arms. ”

23. Lieutenant Farrington who had long been a Deputy
Collector, and was in 1850, Acting Collector of Shikarpur, stated
that Captain Stack’s report agreed * nearly entirely with the
“‘accounts "’ he had gathered of the tenures of Jagirs under the
first Khairpur Amir, Mir, Suhrab father of Mir Ali Murad, “ who

Growth and valus of  coDtinued someof the ‘Deradari’ tenures

g;gn in the Callectorate and modified others into regular Jagirs

He said that Jagirs had been bestowed in
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limited numbers until the retired Mir Suhrab threatened to disturb
the previous partition he had made of his territory among his
. three sons, in order to make provision for his new born fourth
son Ali Murad. Rustam to whom he had given the tarban of -
Rais-ship was unwilling to accede to his father’s demand, though
Mubarik one of Rustam’s brothers was. * The supposed approach-
“ ing contest ” led to the bestowal of Jagirs more freely, ¢ both
“ to support troops and reduce others from the opposite party.
“ The Sukkur and Shikarpur districts were then held by the
 Pathans, and Jagirs, therefore, were given only on the Eastern
« Bank of the Indus comprising the Rohri, Ghotki, Khairpur,
« Mirpur, and Ubauro Districts. After the seizure of S8hikarpur
“ it was divided between the Haiderabad and the Khairpur Mirs,
‘* Baghban (Mehar) and Chandika (Larkana) belonged even
“ before this event solely to the former. >’.“ The value of Jagirs
continued Lieutenant Farrington, in this Collectorate may be
estimated at 90,000 Rupees per annum, being a little less than
vath of the whole revenue, and (the Jagirs) may be classed as
" follows :—

“1st Those for Military Service, which form the most
‘ important portion. Theselands under the
“ Amirs were held on a most precarious
“ tenure; so far from being hereditary, the parties were in some
‘ instances not sure of retaining them for a complete year, and
“ were frequently liable to a reduction of }th, rd, or 3.

Classes ofalienationsin Do.

“ 2nd. Those for Civil Service to which (although a very
“ limited number) the above remarks are-also applicable.

“3rd. ¢ Religious tenures’ a very numerous class, but the
“ allotments less extensive. These were on a somewhat firm
‘¢ footing, arising of course from the religious scruples of these
* Muhammadan Rulers.*

*« In the Robri District,” wrote the same oﬁmln.moth:fartofhh letter,' “ I find a few
?.mﬁh §orreligioushnumbotowedbythomnp of Dalhi bearing date 170 or 200 years
A H”
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 4th. The ¢ Pattadari’ Jagirs, which are, I believe, un-
¢ known, excepting in the District of Shikarpuritself. This last
* class is chiefly composed of Pathans, who appear originally to
‘¢ have obtained these Pattadaris under the Pathan Rule; they
¢ peceive variously from 4 to 3th or even less of the Government
* ghare of the revenue of certain Sub-divisions or villages. The
“ origin of these grants appears to have been, in some instances,

_““ when a wealthy man purchased up certain lands, encouraged

¢ cultivation, and promoted agricultural improvements, and in
* consideration of which he was granted a ¢ Patta’ (a slip of
¢ paper) giving him a certain share of Government produce; in
* other cases, perhaps, there was no ¢ purchase,’” but the individual
¢ had shown much interest in catting canals and other improve-
‘ ments. These tenures were held entirely at the will of the
* Sovereign, and were also burdened with Military Service. On
« the ascession of the Talpurs they found it politic to confirm
* many of these, and others they modified*

24. * From the wording of the Sanad is apparent in almost

How the different class- . €Very case, the service for which & grant
es could be distinguished. ¢ hag heen bestowed. For instance in a
¢« Military Service tenure, it wonld be ‘such and such land is grant-
“ed to you provided always you present yourself and are in
“ attendance when called upon.” This is also frequently inserted
¢ for Civil Service; but in that case, the known position of the
** man shows the nature of the grant. For example were a grant
« given to a person known to have held a fiscal appointment under
 any Amir, it would be conclusive that the reward was for wield-
“ ing the pen and not the sword. On the other hand when we see
« g Baluch holding a Jagir no one would accuse him of having ob-
« tained it for Civil Service rendered to the state. Again as regards
« Religious Tenures’ it would be thus: ¢ We assign you such a

® Lisut. Farrington furnished a return showing these modifioations,
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¢ place and you must always offer up prayers and alms, and also
¢ pray for our success and welfare.”” Lieut. Farrington further
observed that, generally speaking, Jagirs were not more ancient
than the Talpur Dynasty, but that their equivalent known as
Deras and some religious grants, had been in existence prior to
that period. Jagirs held in common, he s1id, were managed con-
Jointly by the parties, the produce being divided among the sharers.
The land had been divided in very few instances.

25. The rules regarding Jagirs, under the Talpurs were very
Arbitrary resumptions 3TDitrary. ¢ A drained Treasury, the ex-
of Jagirs in the Shikarpur  * penses of & regal marriage, or the outlay
“ on a costly funeral, were considered quite
“ becoming occasions for resuming 3rd, 4 or 3rds of certain Jagirs.”
The Jagirdars levied what was called ‘chauthai or chungi,” t.e.,
one-fourth of the stolen property restored by them to the owner,
. and to levy this chungi, according to Lieut.
Difference between the \ .
Hyderabad and Shikarpur  Farrington, “ many of them kept thieves on
Jogindurs « their estates’” Under the Amirs they had
various avocations, and their families, generally numerous owing
to polygamy, were not in want of employment. For example,
« 3 man of family wauld be appointed a Kardar although he
« could neither read nor write; the work was actually done by a
« Hindu, the supervision resting with himself.” “In conclu-
« gion” wrote Lieut. Farrington, “ I must request you to bear in
% mind the wide difference’ between the powerful Jagirdars of
« Hyderabad (frequently near connections of the exiled family),
« and the petty grantees of the Upper Sind Collectorate, the prin-
« cipal men of whom again hold grantsin this District, and reside

« in that of Hyderabad.”
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Skorion II.

THE JAGIR SYSTEM UNDER SIR CHARLES
NAPIER.

1. The battle of Meani was fought and won by Sir Charles
_ Napieron the 17th February 1843. On the
P:&%"&M’gg Bth of March he issued a proclamation
iwhis Proclamation of oth iy Persian, warning the Baluch Chiefs
' and the people at large that any further
resistance would be at their peril, and winding up with the fol-
lowing promise: “But if you rest in peace and retire to your
« homes, your Jagirs will be confirmed to you; the English
« Government will become your friend ; and you will always remain
“ happy.”
2. On the 12th of March, Sind was annexed to the British Em.
Eventa aftee the promios pire under an order from the Governor
General, Lord Ellenborough. On the 24th
March, the battle of Haidarabad * wasfought, and Sher Muhammad
defeated. He was pursued into Thar, and on the 4th April,
Umarkot was taken. On the 8th, Sir Charles returned to Haida-
rabad. On the 13th, he issued anothor Persian proclamation,
ordering the people of Siud to pay to the British Government the
. % produce of the country” which they formerly paid to the Amirs ;
and on the17th, under orders from the Governor General, he abo-
" lished duties on goods imported into Sind.
3. By this time hehad received the homage of seversl chiefs,
but to secure the submission of all, he
nf;"gj’{’m'f”‘“d 2 jssued the following proclamation in Per-
sian, on the 20th May 1843.

# Called also the battle of Dabba or of Nareja.

1843
May.
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“In God’s name. You Baluch Sirdars are required to present
¢ yourselves before the Governor, and make your salams to him,
“ and your Jagirs and other property will be confirmed to you
“by the British Government, and no diminution will take place
“in yourrank, &c. Beassured that this invitation will not be
“countermanded ; so fail not toavail yourselves of it.”

4. This Proclamation did not state the time within which the

Salam should be made, but by a Proclamation

minare limited for 81> jesued on the 10th September, the time was
limited to the 1st November 1843.

Captain Rathborne, the first Collector of Haidarabad, how-
ever, pointed out, on the 22nd September, that there were several
small Jagirdars, ¢ in a position litfle above that of the smallest
¢ farmers at home,”” who were utterly without means of proceed-
ing to Karachi. “ Considering as I'do,” he continued, “ the Salam
“to the Governor simply as the token of feudal homage, or mark
¢ of submission to the British Government, and knowing His

Smaller Jagndars ith I Excellency’:e(}imxglanzi wirshht]ll:i,‘t1 the ilx:dul.
out_means of prooeeding ¢ gpnce n m sho embrace
fle ﬁ“&ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ"uw & Es largeg:.aportion {)f the people as possible,
« T think it but proper to bring the above fact to your notice, and
« would respectfully suggest that the smaller Jagirdars, who may
¢ be without means of proceeding to Karachi, be permitted to
¢ filo written submission here.” 8ir Charles agreed to this proposal
in his No. 750, dated 26th .S8eptember 1843, but directed that the
Jagirdars should wait upon General Simpson, and that alist of
those who should do so, and file their submission in the Collector’s

Office, should be forwarded to him.

5. The time for submission was further extended to the 24th-
Time for submission M8y 1844. But on the 25th . November
oxt:;lded. Question raised 1843, Captain Rathborne enquired if the
Jagirdars who had died heirs of Jagirdars who had died in battle

in battle. should be held entitled to a regrant, instan-
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cing the case of Mir Ali Bakhsh and the younger brother of Mir
Jan Muhammad. * While speaking on this point, >’ he continued,
I would say that it would be found a most excellent plan, if
“ Government would, in regranting Jagir lands, instead of grant-
* ing them as Jagirs, grant them as Ryoti on the payment of a
‘ npominal rent per annum. This would give the grantee all the
¢ benefit he could wish for, consistent with good government,
. “ namely, land rent free, while it would cut short at once all
“ those pretensions to feudal rights, immunities, and powers, which,
“under the Jagir system, will always (where they can be so)
“ beclaimed ; and till the higher classes in this country have

* learned to exercise such privileges in a mode consistent with
* our notions of the general good, it is as well that they should

“be kept as much as possible in abeyance.” The Secretary replied
on the 28th November as follows :—

6. ¢ The subject of demanding rent on Jagirs regranted, appears
“ to the Governor to be a most important one, and His Excellency
“ would therefore wish you to make further enquiries and again
‘“ report on it.”

7. On April 5th, 1844, the following proclamation was issued : —

“ By order of the Governor General of India, the Governor
Proclamatiod issued for. -~ Of Sind proclaims_to all Jagirdars that he

3 Durbar "'gd’; hed % will meet them at Haidarabad on the 24th
Haidarabad. “ May, which is the anniversary of Her
“ Majesty’s birth, The Governor thus calls the Chiefs together
“from all parts of Sind to make their Salam to the Queen in one

“ vast assembly, and thus to cause a great rejoicing and peace,

“ throughout the land forever. Let every Chief wear his sword
¢ and shield as a mark of his readiness to serve the Queen. No
“ Jagirdar is to be absent from this great meeting, or he will lose
“ hisJagir. The Governor will then arrange any matters that

1844

May.
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“ arein doubt, and he hopes, thatall men will afterwards return
“to their homes contented and happy under the British Rule.”

8. Inorder, however, to spare a long journey to the Chiefs of
Upper Sind Chiefs ex- Upper Sind, they were required to wait on

c from attendance at . .
Haidarabad and required Greneral Simpson at 8hikarpur.

to wait on General Simp-
son.

9. On the 3rd of May, Sir Charles, expecting a very large

Precautions taken in gathering, issued a general order, prescribing
:;mhon ofe 187828 the precautions which were to be taken by
the Police and the -Army. In accordance with this order the
Captain of Police, sent men to Kotri and to the Phuleli, to prevent
armed men, other than Chiefs, crossing to Hyderabad. No Chief

was allowed more than one follower, and that unarmed.*

10. At the gathering, a proclamation was read restoring the
_ Jagirs (held under the Amirs) on condition of
baimlf;ﬁ': o gm ?:ﬁ fealty and good service. A list was taken
wanas. of those making submission, and they were
each provided with a Salam Parwana loosely called a Salam
Sanad, signed by Sir Charles and sealed with his seal, to this
purport, viz., A. B. having come in and made submission is to
receive back all Jagirs held by him in undisputed possession
on the 17th February 1843, (the date of the battle of Meani).

11. “This Salam Sanad each man took to the Collector who,
Restoration.of Jagim by | then issued an order to the Kardar of the
e Sl Pas.  “ Parganna where his lanc.ls lay, to give
wanas. “them up to him. The Amirs’ last Sanad
« granting the land, actually in the man’s possession at the time
« of the battle, was then given to the Collector by the Jagirdar,

« who forwarded itto the Governor, for his seal, having first

+ Sir Charles’ General Orders (Military), Sir William Napier’s  Conquest of Sind, ” and
Persian records. .
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“ examined into its genuineness and compared it with the office
. “ copy which had been carefully kept in
- by Sir o e ¢ the Mirs’ Daftars. On being sealed it was

enquiry. “ returned to the grantee.” (Stack’s Memo.
of 1848, para. 10).

12. “ I may here mention,” Captain Stack proceeds,  that Jagirs
" The Salam Parwana ° i0 Sind, as elsewhere, were considered
B e iacy bor- ““ grants only for the term of life of grantor
session. “and grantee. If an Amir died, his suc-
“ cessor issued new Sanads, or gave to each a Hukumi Parwana
“much to the same effect as Sir Charles’ Salam Sanad. If the
“holder died, the Jagir lapsed, but generally it was granted
“ unicr a fresh Sanad to a son or other near relation of the de-
“ ceased, that had been previously unprovided for. Frauds, however,
““ often ocourred, and casualities were concealed from the

¢ authorities, or by the authorities from the Mirs. I have some-

“ times, too, mat with aset of names in a Jagir Sanad when they‘

“all turned out men of straw.” (Ibid., para. 11).

13. * It was rare that a Sanad was complete in itself. It refer-
The last Sanads in Jagir- ~ Fed one to previous Sanads and they

dars’haudsnot complete in  ¢¢ : s e
thomselves as they mostly  2gail £0 others. A Sanad continuing a

referred to previous ones. ¢ grant generally ran thus : A & B have
“ come in and stated that they and their Sangat,* &e., held Jagirs
« in such and such places by Sanad, dated so and so, and that
“ for such a reason they have now lost their land, or want to give
“it up. Therefore youare to examine into their title to the
“ former grant (the respounsibility of which duty seems to have
“ been almost invariably left to the executive officer), and to give
“ them so much land from such a place in lieu of, and on the
“same termsas the former grant, which is cancelled by this.”
These documents were generally addressed to the Kardars.—
(Ibid., para. 12).

* Followers, or people with them.

1844
May.
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14. “ It became therefore an important matter to examine, as

“ early as possible, all these back Sanads, to see who were the

' “actual sharers in a Jagir, and to enquire

mﬁg’:mg U % who of them now remained alive. But this
Sanads.

“ was no easy task. The number of Sanads

* of one family often lengthened out to 50,80, or 100, all referring
“‘ to one another : where at first glance appeared but 10 sharers, a
¢ little enquiry would bring forth 50: here was a deduction on
“account of so and so, then an additional grant for such a cause,
¢ leaving it sometimes difficult to find out from whom of the
« party or to whom, till at last the:series ended in the original
¢ grants dated perhaps 50 or 80 years previous to the last Sanad.
“ Fortunately all the old Daftars of the Haidarabad Amirs had
“ fallen into our hands, with the exeption of a few papers. But
“ for them and the copies of the. Sanads found in them, it would
“ have been impossible to go into these casesat all, for the Jagir-
“ dars seldom kept their old papers,and even, had they done so,
¢ it would have been their interest to conceal them. The old pay
““and Seriaccounts found in the Daftars showed also frequently
“ the shares in a grant.” (Ibid., para. 13).

15.  On the title of a Jagir being examined, as I have described,
SiN(?l? m%::ﬁg: ri?;ﬁi by :: and the share of each partnerascertained,
T A omina.  “anew and separate Sanad was made out
ascertainment of shares. | ‘¢ for each of the survivors, was sealed by
“the Governor,* and given ‘to the grantee. 'The old Amirs’
4 8anafl, which had been sealed by Sir Charles, remained in the

< Collector’s Office.” (Ibid., 14).

16. This was the procedure followed in the Haidarabad District.
 Difference in procedure The same practice was adopted in the Kara-
in the Karachl Collec-  chj District, but with the following excep-

tions, The Jagirdar took his Salam Par-

*QOn the 6th June 1844, the Secretary informed Captain Rathborne, “that in all grants

of land to parties in Sind, the Sanad must be forwarded for the signature and seal of His
Exoellency. ” There is no previous order on record,
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wana to the Collector, together with the Sanads in his possession,
granted to him by the Amirs; the Collector caused these Sanads
to be carefully examined and copied in his office, and then issued
Parwanas to the Kardars to make over the lands in the Jagirdar’s
possession af the time of the battle of Meani, * agreeably to his
‘““latest Sanads. The Collector had neither the old Daftars of the
‘“ Amirs, nor copies of the same with which to compare the
*¢8anads.” The Collector, for the same reason, had no means of ascer-
taining the shares of partners from the Sanads presented, as they
almost invariably referred to former ones. (Major Preedy’s No.
1785, dated 12th October 1850, to the Coramissioner).
17. In the Shikarpur District—* subsequent to the various
Difference in the pro-  9@girdars making their Salam, all their
ggmirl;ut}m Shikarpur ~ #¢ Sanads were forwarded with a translation
“ to Karachi, from whence they were receiv-
‘“ed back bearing the seal of His Excellency the Governor,
“sgigned as‘examined’ by the Secretary to theSind Govern-
““ment, They werethen sent to the Kardars who placed the
‘¢ party in possessiop of his grant, enquiry being made into his
‘“ actual possession at the conquest. Thisas well a3 the boundaries
* wero always decided by the evidence of the neighbouring Za-
“ mindars who, in the majority of instances, executed a bond as
“ to the correctness of their statements, and their liability to
¢ punishmant if th2 same proved false.” This plan was resorted
to, as norecords of the Khairpur Amirs came into the hands
of the Collector, and the Haidarabad records were with the Col-
lector of that District. * Invariably, in all cases, when Sanads
“ were translated, the fact of any apparent interpolation was
“noted, and also'whether the grant purported to be a Military,
* Civil, or Religious tenure, as the case might be.” Paras. 11 and
12 of Captain Stack’s Memo. (quoted above) were * quite appli-
« cable to Upper Sind.” * The absence of documents of reference
“ in this Oollectorate precluded the research adverted to in para.
%13 ” of the same Memo, No final Sanadslike those mentioned

1844
May.
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in para. 14 of the Memo. were granted. (Major Farrington’s
No. 109, dated 20th February 1850, to the Commissioner).
18. Sir Charles Napier had no intention of interfering with the
Question ssto terms of  POsSsession of the incumbents who had made
regrant. their Salam. But it became a serious
question, what Jagirs should be made hereditary, and "what' for
life, and what should be the terms on which the former should be
regranted to the heirs of the holders at the date of conquest.

19. On the 7th June 1844, the Secretary to the Sind Govern-

ment, accordingly addressed the following circular letter to the
three Collectors :—

“ By direction of His Excellency the Governor, I have the
“honor to inform you that, His Excellency has determined
‘ upon restoring to the heirs of Jagirdars who may have made

“their submission to Government, the Jagirs
Collectors’ opinions in-

vited. Military aid not * Of their ancestors, taking however a small
:ﬁgtgquggﬂ“ﬁ; * rent upon each. This rent His Excellency
cost such aid entailed

upon the Jagird ‘ wished to fix, if possible, according to the

“ expense to the Jagirdars of the military aid
“ the ex-Amirs looked to them for. Should you be unable to
¢ furnish information as to the extent of such aid required from
« Jagirdars in your Collectorate, it will be necessary to fix the
% rent according to the produce of the Jagir. In this latter case,

“ you are required to give your opinion as to what should be the

« amount of such rent, which His Excellency does not wish to be
* heavy.”

20. The Collector of Haidarabad, Captain Rathborne, replied

Rathborne distinguish- 01 June 10th, 1844, that it was almost im-
es between ances

Sagirs. ong vooont stral p?ssible to ascertain the cost of the Military
smzdmyges lgag;h?fl;h?}li aid exacted from the Jagirdars, and ex-
girdar’s share to be taken pressed his opinion that the rent should vary

m%;%f"ﬁf 1::1',;’2.2 according to the nature of the Jagir. He
&?ﬁ?"ﬁﬁ;y forlife.  gonsidered that 3th of the Government-or

calculable accura tely. Jagirdar’s share ( “equivalent on an average
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to #th of the gross produce ” ) should be levied on ancestral
Jagirs, or Jagirs held for a considerable term of years in the
family, and that all separate rights to tolls, customs, ferries, &c.,
should be renounced by the heirs to such Jagirs. “ But ” he
continued, ‘“in regard tothose Jagirs, which, since the British
“ first came to Bind, have been lavished on Baluchis with the great-
“ est profusion, as payment in lieu of money, for the large standing
“army the ex-Amirs then began to keep up, I think on every
“principle of justice they might be dealt with as of the same
“ nature as pensions to disbanded troops, and, if continued beyond
“ the lives of the present holders, might be reduced one-half on
“ being regranted to the heirs, and after that extinguished altoge-
“ ther.” ’

21. Captain Preedy, the Collector of Karachi, in his No. 360,

Terms mntsao- dated 26th June 1844, agreed with Captain
oo‘i‘?ni!fht?)f the net aver. Rathborne, in holding it almost impossible
ﬁ&ﬁﬁmﬁm to estimate the exact money value of the
b e s aid rendered by the Jagirdars in war, and
B, idonce of - drew attention to the fact that many Jagirs
daror of his brother or had been given by the Mirs to confidential
noar relation on tho Jagir. oo rvants, without any hope of military aid.
He also thought it impossible to fix the rent according to the
extent of the Jagirs, because so much depended upon the quality
of the land, and the quantity lying' waste and under cultivation.
“The Jagirdars,” he continued, ©“ nominally receive the Govern-
“ ment share of the actual produce of the land, though in
“ reglity many of them receive much less, as the Riyots often
“drive a hard bargain with them, and refuse to cultivate
“unless they are allowed to have, the land on easier terms
“ than ‘they can obtain from Government. I am of opinion,
« therefore, that the only mode of fixing a fair rent will
“be to ascertain the amount of produce for two or three
“years previous to the Jagirdar’s decease, and the amount
« of clear profit realized by him from the Ryots and Zamindars

1844

June.
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July.
“ cultivating the land. This might be ascertained by the Collector

¢¢ or his Deputies by enquiries made on the spot. From the amount
¢ of clear profits the Government might take 4th as rent,and asan
¢ encouragement to the heirs to whom the Jagir was restored to
“ cultivate the waste land, a promise might be given that the
“ amount of rentlevied should not be increased during his lifetime.
“ Few, if any, of the Jagirdars reside upon their Jagirs, and it
“ would, I think, be a great advantage not only to the country
¢ generally but to the Jagirdars themselves, if when a Jagir is res-
‘¢ tored, a_clause were inserted binding the Jagirdars, either per-
‘ sonally to reside upon and superintend the estate, or to appoint
“ one of his brothers or sons to take charge of it.”

22. The reply of the Collector of Shikarpur cannot be traced

Reply from Collector 0N the records,
Bhikarpur not traceable.

23. On receipt of the Collectors’ replies, 8ir Charles, on the 30th
June 1844, issued another circular letter, inguiring whether the
Jagirdars’ heirs “would not prefer, in lieu of paying rent, to trans-

Sir Charles inquires “‘ fer to Government such portions of their
he g::;er"m would - 3 agirs as would supply an equivalent, say
land 2“;1&y°°b°““§';cig‘{°‘5 ¢ 3th or such portion of the produce as may
upon. “ be decided upon as a fair rent. The re-
“ mainder of the Jagir would then be enjoyed by them or by

¢ their heirs, free of rent, for life or for a tenure of, say, 50 years.”

24. Captain Rathborne in his No. 505, dated 3rd July 1844,
replied as follows :—

“Iam of opinion the" Jagirdars might prefer promising

“ to pay Government arent, to parting with any of their land,
“hlmhbome aawers in « b}:lt at the same time I hav: no doubt
the negative . though he ¢ that in the great majority of cases the
ad th :
Focais thoproposal * true interest of both Jagirdars and Go-
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¢ yernment would be best consulted by the plan mentioned of
‘¢ transfering a portion of the Jagir in lieu, as under the rent
¢ gystem there would be frequent failures on the part of the
¢ Jagirdars in paying up their rent, and coercive measures on the
«¢ part of the Government would become as often requisite.”

“ Where, however, the Jagirs are old family estates (of which
there are not perhaps a dozen instances in the Collectorate),
« T think the choice of alternatives might be left to the possessors,
“ there being in such cases old associations connected with the
« property, which they would, by common consent, treat with
“ indulgence.”*

25. The Acting Collector of Shikarpur in his No. 394, dated
27th September 1844, stated that the
ollector of fhh;“i?g“: heirs would prefer to pay }th of the produce,
tive. rather than give up any portion of their
Jagirs. ' .
26. The reply of the Collector of Karachi
greply of Collector of “4s 1ot on record.

217. Before this important question could be disposed of, another
Another question raised presszed-for solution. The Collector of Ki.l-
x(i;;p s to the N "fmb; rachi caused some Jagirs, confirmed by Sir
is found in excessof that Charles, to be measured, and he found a
granted by the Saad. vast difference between the land specified
in the Amirs’ S8anad, and the quantity actually held previous to

thebattle of Meani. It may be mentioned here, once for all,

* On July 17th the Seeretary called upon Captain Rathborne to submit “ a list of all
“heirs of Jagirdars (whose Jagirs since the 16th February 1843, have lapsed to Government)
“ detailing the extent and position of their Jagirs......with the view to ascertaining the
“feasibility of arranging some method of taking rent from such heirs to whom the Jagirs
¢ of their ancestors are returned.” Alist of all the Jagirdarsin the Collectorate had been
previously called for, but it could not be sent up until the 20th of May 1846. No separate
list of lapsed Jagirs appears to have been submitted.

1844
Sept.
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that the settlement of the boundaries of a Jagir, and the extent
held on the 17th February 1843, were matters generally deter-
mined by the testimony, of the neighbouring Zamindars. Accord-
ing to this testimony,the Collector found that, in several cases
the areas actually held almost doubled the quantity granted by
the Mirs. For example the Jagir of Khet-ka-Makan of the
Gungani family was, he said 10,309 bigahs according to the Sanad,
but it measured 20,000 bigahs. He therefore asked whether
«allland found in excess of the quantity granted by the Mirs,
“ gshould be resumed on account of Government.”

28. Captain Rathborne also wrote in his No. 784, dated 28th
September 1844, on the subject of certain complaints preferred
against him by Mir Ahmad Khan Shabwanis Vakil (Agent) I
¢ have throughout acted on the supposition” as follows : ¢ that His
« Excellency’s (Salam) S8anad merely intended to convey to persons
“who made their Salams, such land as they were legally or equita-
*¢ bly possessed of, at the time of the battle of Meani. With regard
“to the Vakil’s assertion that no body ever questioned Mir Ahmad
“ Khan’s right of dccupation of this land, I would beg to know what
% Kardar was likely to do his duty when the property of a Mir or
“any other influential man was in question ; besides it was very
‘ customary in the Amirs’ time, to hold land to which the holders
‘“ had no earthly title, by bribing Government revenue servants not
“to take notice of | the matter. Several Jagirdars held land, this
‘“ way, in some places, without any S8anad at all, while in  others,
““under cover of a Sanad they took twice the amount of land that
“the Sanad conveyed.”

92. Bir Charles Napier in his No. 3139, dated 23rd October 1844,
ordered the Collector of Karachi, to resume
Sir Charles orders re-

sumption of such excess.  the land in excess of the amount granted by
the Sanad.
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30. As the Jagir enquiries proceeded and the Sanads came up

. for seal, Sir Charles saw clearly that an
mf;"g,f,f‘;":ﬁ yorders fu enormous amount of land had been granted
to 5,000 bigahs. in Jagir by the Mirs. It was to limit the
extent of such land, that he mooted his proposal to resume a cer-
tain share on regrant, and it was doubtless with a similar end in
view that, on the 2nd of November 1844, his Secretary issued
the following circular order to the three Collectors:—*“ 1 am
« directed to inform you thatin future on granting Jagirs to any
“ parties, His Excellency the Governor has determined that
“ 5,000 bigahs shall be the largest of all such grants. This is
“to be considered a Rule, and the smaller the extent of Sind
“ Jagirs the better in His Excellency’s opinion it will be.”

31. The words “‘ granting Jagirs” were not a little ambiguous.
Did they include admitting to possession those who had received
Salam Parwanas from Sir Charles himself, or did they refer
merely “ to such new cases as may arise on Chiefs submitting
“hereafter.” Captain Rathborne in his No. 915, dated 10th
November 1844, put this question, and was informed on the

. 16th that the Parwanas already given to
sfg{;‘;;;*;;f:g?“&}d;’z parties on making their Salams clearly
ing those in poee possession of  pegtored to them all lands possessed by them

on the 17th February 1843, that Sir Charles’
order did not apply to thembut only * to land.to be in future

« granted.”’

82. Sir Charles Napier must have been very much occupied
with his scheme of retrenching the enormous proportions of Jagir
holding on regrant ; for we find him again putting himself in
communication with Captain Rathborne in order to ascertain the
exact share of Government alienated to the Jagirdars. Cap-

tain Rathborne in his No. 1065, dated 23rd

Sir Charles inquires Tyenemher 1844, replied that, ¢ the Govern-

what was the exact share

of Government alienated ment or Jagirdar’s share’ of the whole
Jagirdars. Rathbor!
:gply Rathborne's Crop was 3rd4th or } of the whole crop accord-

1844
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ing to the Parganna Batai rates, ¢ the remainder forming (usually
“in equal prcportions) the Zamindar’sand labourers’ portions.”
“ Ifind ” he proceeded, “ that the Mirs in granting Jagirs in lien
‘ of pay to troops, allowed the Chiefs 10 bigahs of land for each
‘ private soldier borne on their Rolls, and in granting Jagirs in
“ lieu of money payment for personal service, one bigah for each
‘ Haidarabad rupee per annum of the grantee’s former salary.
¢ 8ix hundred bigahs thus represented 50 Rupees a month or
600 Rupees pay, and so on.”

33. On the 30th December 1844, Captain Rathborne enquired whe-
Y ther the Government should take the ‘ pro-
proprietory share of the - Prietary share of the grain ripe and reaped
(oops of & lapsed Jagir ¢ of 4 lapsed Jagir”” Sir Charles replied
of the docoased Jagirdars. — on the 1st of January 1845, that it should
be handed over to the heirs of the deceased

Jagirdar and that this should be * considered a2 Rule in future.”

34. It may be here stated that Sir Charles had on October 7th
and November 3rd, confirmed grants under one common Sanad
to several persouns, only one of whom had made his Salam, and on
November 9th, in a letter to Captain Rathborne, the Secretary
had explained that this course had been adopted because such
grantees had evidently supposed that, the submission of one of
them was the submissjon of all, and because ¢ it would be difficult
“ to make an arrangement whereby in a case of relatives those
“ who had made their'Salam would not suffer’ equally with those
“ who had not.” Captain Rathborne’s letter of the 33rd Decem-
ber 1844, evidently recalled these grantees to 8ir Charles’ mind
and remembering that he had not given any instructions on the
point to the Collectors of Karachi and Shikarpur, he issued a

Circular order on the 20th March 1845, to
ssja:”,:rﬁ:“‘ggd%“ E%:lf% the effect ttxat th‘e submisgion of any one
e e i be  Of such Jagirdars “ shall entitle all the parties
heldto be the Salam of ~ “ to their shares of the Jagirs” held under

a common Sanad,
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35. Anxious to have the benefit of the advice of all his expe-
rienced subordinates on the question of regrants, Sir Charles

wrote to Captain Goldney Officiating Collector of Khangarh, -

(now Jacobabad), to ask his opinion as to what should be the
fair rent levied on regrants. Captain
C“P“mmﬁ‘;}:},ﬁ that @oldney replied on the 28th March that

:ﬁ’;ﬁ:"gﬁ“m“ he thought }th of the produce was a
fair rent.

86. On the 1st of April 1845, while on board the Steamer
« Napier,” the Secretary accordingly issued the following Circulat
letter to the Collectors :—* It is the wish of His Excellency
clgghfhgfl{:m:;ﬂ“f:h & that the lands of Jagirdars on f:heir decease
the produce (chowth) tobe  shall not be granted to their heirs until the

taken as rent on every / X
regrant sanctioned by Go. sanction of Government be first obtained.

verament.

« As a rule His Excellency has determined that on lands
« of deceased Jagirdars being in future granted to their heirs, the
« said heir shall be called upon to pay as the Government share
¢ 1th of the produce of their Jagirs.” This share came to be called
¢ chowth.’
37. It was notclear from this order whether it was to apply to
the heirs of those who fell at Meani or Dabba,
o}‘?’“@"ﬁ?‘“j} fggh"‘f; or only to the heirs of Jagirdars since dead.
::;ﬂn:en?blw"”d t this  On Captain Rathborne asking for- definite
instractions on this point, he was informed
by the Secretary on the 29th of April 1845, that ¢ His Excel-
“ lency’s instructions should be considered a general rule for all
“ cases since the 17th February 1843, and for the futnre.” On
the strength of this order the estates of all Jagirdars in the
Haidargbad Collectorate who had died gt Meani of Haidarabad
were gubjected to the liability of paying ith of phe prodl}ce *

© *In the Karachi Collectorate no s
letter ofc?tmnPreedy’s No. 1031, datad 17th ﬁovember 1816, to the a& of the
Deputy Collector of Jherrak. -

1845
April.
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38. On the 9th of May, Sir Charles Napier directed that, when-

ever a regrant subject to the payment of

re;;f:‘ o pnad for oY 1th produce should be made, a fresh Sanad
should be prepared for confirmation.

89. Sir Charles contemplated as early as February 1845, a plan
for opening adoor to the honourable ambi-

osir Charless scheme to  47om of the Sirdars. He proposed, to quote
sngiriars Honorary Mo Captain Rathborne, “to elevate a select
“ number of them to the Magistracy leaving

“ them the liberty granted to noblemen and gentlemen at home
*¢ of executing the functions or not, as their taste or talents might
“ lead them.” Some correspondence ensued, but “ His Excellency
** was then in the midst of the Hill Campaign, and afterwards
“war and other matters probably drove it from his mind.”
(Rathborne’s No. 402, dated 2nd April 1850, to the Commisioner).

40. The Baluch Chiefs were up to this time under the impression,
according to Captain Rathborne (vide his
T o 1wy letter No. 880, dated 24th May 1845, to the
of “chowth. Secretary), that the promise of Government,
in relation to their Jagirs, was that the Jagirs were to be granted
to them and to their heirs for ever. *“They look therefore” wrote
Captain Rathborne “ on the present order to take a fourth of the
« produce on'the succession of their children, as a departure from
“ the prineiple on which the Settlement of - Sind ‘was made, and
“ as opening a door to further changes ina matter of vital impor-
“ tance to themn which they considered settled for ever.

“ Itis not alleged that they had any distinct promise from
“ any one to this effect, but it appears certain that the under-

“standing, however founded, was universal among the Chiefs ;
“ and indeed the misconception was quite possible, as I myself,
“ though I neverheard a word either one way or other on the
“ subject, viewed the matter in the same light, till made aware
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« of my mistake by a letter from you towards the end of 1843,
“ regarding the holding (of) some lands by the heirs of a Chief
 deceased at Halla.” He added that there was not the least
wish on the part of any one to cavil at His Excellency’s -orders,
and that he had been desired tosay so by the Chiefs themselves.
“ On the contrary” he continued * all feel very grateful for what
“ His Excellency has already done for them, and are prepared
“ to bow implicitly to his decision ; at the same time they hope
¢ their uniform good conduct since their submission, and their
« poverty caused by the loss of their money incomes will tend to

« induce His Excellency to takea favourable view of their case.” 4

41. But 8ir Charles Napier had made up his mind not to deviate

from his scheme of reducing the overgrown

Sir, Charles declines Lo~ oxtents of the Chiefs’ Jagirs, and the Secre-

tary therefore replied on the 27th May

1845, that His Excellency was ‘ not disposed to make any altera-

“ tion in the rules laid down as to a share being paid to Govern-
“ment by the heirs of deceased Jagirdars.”

42. It was to be expected from the policy adopted by Sir
Charles Napier, that he would not counte-

djlii;ing(’hg’::m?:‘f nance the succession of collaterals to Jagirs.
cemsion to Jagirs of other A cage arose shortly after the date of his
: last order, which elicited from him a definite

ruling on the subject. 'On the 9th of June 1845, 'Captain
Goldney, Collector of Shikarpur, reported the death of one
Burhan Ali, without lineal heirs, and forwarded a Sanad regrant-
ing his Jagir to his nephew, subject to the payment of ith
produce, for the Governor’s seal. But the Sanad was returned
unconfirmed on the 17th June 1843, with a letter, in which the
Secretary was directed to say that, “ as a matter of course the
« Jagir does not go to so distant a relation as a nephew,” and to
. request to be informed on what account Captain Goldney

1845
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claimed it for the nephew. The records do not show whether
Captain Goldney ever pressed the claim. Probably he did not
press it ag 8ir Charles, on the same day, issued the following
circular letter to all the Collectors including Captain Goldney :—
¢ It does not appear that in the time of the ex-Amirs it was
“ always the custom to confirm the grants of deceased Jagirdars
«¢ in favour of their heirs, even when sons, but certainly not when
« gsuch heirs were more distantly related.”

43. Ithas been already stated that there were several Jagirs

_ held in quasi—commonalty under the Mirs’

piathbore inquiree ¥ Sanads. It was not very clear whether
from Deirs of enare Bir Charles’ order to exact }th produce
from regrantees wasintended to apply to the

heirs of sharers in such Jagirs. Captain Rathborne, accordingly,
on the 4th of July 1845, made a reference on this point bringing
at the same time, to the Governor’s notice, ‘ that though often
“ several names were in one Sanad, yet that few or none
« of the Jagirdars held Jagirs in common,” ¢ A Sanad” he con-
tinued ‘ where more than one ocecur in it was like a Pay Roll,
“the share of each was generally accurately defined in it,and if
“ not, the Jagir was regularly divided among the parties,and
«“ resumptions of portions were cbnstantly taking place, as some
“ of the grantees left the service of the grantor to better them-

¢ gelves under other Mirs.

« Since His Excellency decided towards the close* of last
““year on confirming the whole grant or number of grants ex-
“ pressed in a Sanad, where one of the persons named therein had
“made his Salam, the practice has been uniform in this Collec-
“torate, so to give over lands. It was not so before, because the

*ItwasinMamhlw,thatthenﬂewasma;le.
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« parties who brought Salam 8anads neither claimed nor expected
“ apparently any thing but the portions they had themselves
“ possessed in the times of the Amirs; and according to the pre-
“ vious customs of the country under the Talpur rule, were en-
«titled to nothing more”.

44. 8ir Charles’ orders were as follows. They were passed on
Sir Charles circular.  the 17th July 1845, and were communicated
to all the three Collectors.

¢« All cases of the death of Jagirdars should be reported to

Lapse on desth with- - aovernment, when, should they have no

out heirs. “heirs, their Jagirs will revert to Govern-
“ment.

“In cases where one or more Jagirdars holding a Jagir on a

Every sanctionedregrant  “ common Sanad, may die, leaving heirs,
gharer to be s

31)}1&1- to chowths ‘¢ should His Excellency the Governor decide

“upon restoring the deceased Jagirdar’s share, it will be on condi-

“ tion of the heir’s paying 1th produce to Government.”

45. Thus under these various rules, all Jagirdars whose fathers

Review of Sir Charley Dad not died fighting at Meani or Dabba,
earlier orders. and who had made their Salam were con-
firmed in all their possessions. Their lineal heirs and the heirs of
those who had fallen at Meani or Dabba, were not necessarily to be
continued in the Jagirs. Their collateral heirs were out of the ques-
tion. The death of every holder or sharer in a holding had to be re-
ported to Bir Charles Napier, and it depended upon his will to make
the regrant or not, but as a rule every regrant allowed was to be
made conditional on the payment of quarter produce. This rule

"had an exception as will be seen later on. Every Salam Sanad
entitled its holder to the restoration of the whole Jagir, whether

held by him solely or in common with others, provided always
(1) that the Jagir was possessed by him on the 17th February
1848 ; (2) that its present area did not exceed what was held on

1845
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that date according to the Sanad if the Sanad specified the area,
or according to oral testimony—if the Sanad specified Makans
or Dehs; and (3) that the Sanad itself could be verified from the
Mirs’ Daftar, or its genuineness otherwise satisfactorily sub-
stantiated. The non-entry of a Sanad in the Mirs’ records was
not, to quote Captain Rathborne’s words (vide his No. 765 dated
25 august 1847, to the Secretary) “any absolute proof of its in-
“ validity, for if the Munshis were engaged, and any delay was
“likely to take place, Sanads were not infrequently taken away by
“ the grantees without being entered.” * At the same time” said
he, «“ the absence of this entry takes away from the Sanad the best
 and surest proof that it is a valid one and was acted on, and
“ makes it much more difficult for the holder of it to establish his
s right incontestably, and unless in every case he does so establish
¢ it, his claim should certainly not, I think, be recognised by the
¢ British Government’’. It should however be remembered that
the general order issued on the 13th May 1843 by Sir Charles
that, all civil functionaries employed under the Government of
Sind were ¢ amenable to, and under the protection of, the Mili-
“tary Law” was not rescinded by him until the 30th of Septem-
ber 1847, from which date the Government was declared “ a civil,
“not a Military Government”. Under this regéme, therefore,
the proclamations and the rules issued by the Governor, had not -
the inflexible rigidity of legislative regulations, and Sir Charles
was always ready to admit exceptions whenever sound and cogent
reasons were adduced.

46. The system of Jagir enquiry inaugurated by him possessed

Jagic enquiry being ©ODO great advantage, viz that it was mainly .
mainly concerned with coneerned with documentary evidence. But
documentary evidence for- . .
gery becomes frequent. - Jagirs were so much prized, that forgery of
title deeds became almost a refined art. It was not seldom that
Salam Sanads as well as Mirs’ S8anads were forged, although a list
of the former was kept in the Governor’s Persian office, and a
register and copies of the latter were found in the records of the
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‘Haidaradad Mirs. The records of the Mirpur Mirs however were
not so reliable as those of the Haidarabad Mirs, and moreover near
relationship to the rulers was often pleaded as a reason for the
absence of Sanads. Some produced Ahdnamas instead of Sanads,
and the Ahdnamas generally bore no dates, and being solemn
records in private Korans their copies were seldom available for
comparison. Experts in handwriting were therefore always in
requisition for the detection of frauds,and in order to prevent
them stringent penalties were soon found imperatively necessary.

47. On the 5th of July 18435, the Secretary to the 8ind Govern-
ment returned unconfirmed certain Sanads sent by the Collector
of Haidarabad for seal, on the ground that either they or their
accompanying Salam Parwanas appeared to His Excellency by
“alterations and additions to have been falsified”. “You are re-
“quested”, the Secretary went on to say, “ to enquire particularly
“into this subject, as, if the parties are unable to clear themselves
“of the charge of having so falsified these documents, they will
“be deprived of any Jagirs they may hitherto have possessed”.

48. Captain Rathborne on referring to the Mirs’ records and to
the list of Salam Sanads which had been previously furnished to
him by the Secretary, came to the conclusion that in only two of
the eight suspected Sanads were there any alterations or additions
of a dishonest character (vide his No. 703, dated 27th August
1845).

49. Accordingly Sir Charles Napier on the 15th September, re-

Penalty imposed for fused toconfirm these two Sanads, and order-
forgery. ed that, their holders ¢ should be deprived of
“Jagir lands”, adding considerately,*unless they clear themselves.”
One of them, Budho Laghari, offered to take the most solemn oath
in the Masjid of Hazratshah as to his innocence, and as his pre-
vious character was unimpeachable, Sir Charles agreed, at the
instance of Captain Rathborne, to exempt him from the penalty.

1845
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50. The ambiguity of the words “followers” “brethren” and
Evils arising from re. “‘et ceetera” which often occurred in Sanads,
cogition of sharers. led to many frauds which it was often diffi-
2. Increased establish- cult to bring home to the guilty parties.
ments.
3. Impediment to ex- Moreover the recognition of the shareholders
o [ooeion of canals.  operated unexpectedly as an impedimentalike
rers. *  to the extension of canals and to the exten-
Rathborne’s proposals.

sion of cultivation. Captain Rathborne on
the 14th October 1845, laid great stress on this inconvenience in a
demi-official letter to Captain Brown the Secretary to the Sind
Government, in which he stated that about 290 Jagirs had yet to
be confirmed by the Governor, and asked whether it was “still too
“late to carry into effect the plan of only giving to those who
‘ had themselves made their Salam and who alone (were) entitled.”
“ If this were done” he continued “a very large portion of the land
¢ would still be saved ; and as to those who had under the former
¢ decision got land irregularly, were a rule made that in cases
“ where the father had not made his Salam the son should have
“no claim to a regrant in one generation, (the present one, which
“ as the Jagirdars are mostly elderly may average ten or twelve
¢ years of duration), the whole of these lands would come to Gov-
“ernment. And these small shares are precisely the ones that
 cause needless trouble, loss and inconvenience., The owners of
¢ them constantly attempt to extend these holdings, and to watch
*them, adds. considerably to the Kardar’s establishmenf. They
‘ have perpetual water disputes, and these Jagirs tend to perpe-
“ tuate an idle class in the community, above work, and yet with
*¢ patrimonies insufficient to enable them to live honestly without
“it, If these and those who held Jagir in lien of pay for offices
“ no longer in existence were knocked off, after the present incum-
““bents’ deaths a very large saving would be effected by the Btate;
“no right whatever would be infringed ; and the difficulties be in
*a great measure obviated, which arise from the intermixture of
# 30 many small Jagirs among the Government lands, the holders
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“ of which neither can nor will pay their fair share of the impro-

“ vements necessary, but which would be at least as beneficial
“to them as to the Government, and which Government cannot
< effect for its own lands without their reaping the benefit on
“theirs: as occured the other day when a man objected to pay
‘¢ share of a watercourse which I was obliged to take through his
‘lands, to water a large tract of Government (land). He said he
‘“ never asked me for water as he knew he could not take water to
“ the lands without their flooding his, as his were lower. In fact
“ these petty Jagirs are obstacles to all improvement in the hands,
“ (as) they now are, of men in debt beyond any hope of repayment,
“and the more we can get rid of them the better. Large Jagirs
“ on the other hand appear good as continuing a race of nobility
““who, by their expenditure will benefit the country—will, many
“ of them, have wealth enough to aid instead of obstruct impro-
“ vements, and who will probably be kept loyal by the vast stake
“they have depending on their fealty,”

51. A copy of this letter was sent on the 20th October 1845,

Rathborne’s proposals 0 each of the remaining Collectors for their
senttotheotherCollectors.  pemarks,

52. Captain Preedy saw no objection to the proposal that those
Preedy’s views on the alone should get their holdings who had made
above. their Salam, and no others, and that Jagirs
held for pay should revert to the state. Jagirdars should not, he

thought ‘“be permitted to throw impediments in the way of

“public improvements.” He was of opinion that the Jagirs,
which should come in the way of improvements, should be resumed
and their holders compensated by allotments of land of equal
value elsewhere, and if their inability to pay a share of the cost
of improvements should arise from want of means—then with some
money in addition (vide his letter No. 904, dated 25th October
1845).

1845
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53. Captain Goldney, Collector of S8hikarpur, considered Sir
Goldney's views on the Charles’ rule in favour of holders under a
saxe. common Sanad, “an equitable and liberal rule
“ which for the credit of the British name” he would not abandon.
But he fully agreed in Captain Rathborne’s remarks as regards petty
holdings. ““All these minor grants” he said ‘“were undoubtedly as
¢ personal and resumable as a commission in the British Army
¢« ......His Highuess Mir Ali Murad wrote to me sometime ago,
““and begged me not to forward grants under His Excellency’s
“seal to Ghotki, as he himself was resolved not to confirm one
“ of them on the cession of that District by the British. In like
« manner he has resumed the major part of the Mirpur and
“ Ubaura Jagirs.

“ The Pattedari rent charges should I think be placed on the
“same footing as the smaller Jagirs. This tenure is peculiar, I
“ believe, to Upper Sind, and to my own immediate districts
“around Shikarpur. Captain Pope in his letter No. 31 of 1843,
“ describes this tenure pretty accurately, but I find that the
“ amounts receivable by the Pattadars have been reduced at various
“ times by successive Amirs.

“The condition of the Jagirdar is apparently much improved
“ pecuniarily. Under the Mirs they furnished the police: a grantee -
“near this (sic) for 1844, received Rs. 2,480 from his Jagir. I
“ obliged him to pay Rs. 400 to_ clear the canal that waters his
‘“lands, half of which ‘only are rent free. But Jeytmal when
“Kardar here under the late Government always exacted from
“him 10 to 15 horsemen in constant attendance; and in time of
““ war his quota was 25 horses.

“ The concluding para. of Captain Rathborne’s letter seems
““ to be in strict accordance with sound policy and justice, for the
“large Jagirs though subject to revisions and curtailments were
“seldom resumed for obvious reasons.” (No. 929 dated 31st
October 1845, from Shikarpur).
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54. On receiving these replies the Secretary sent the following
letter No. 2930 dated 11th November 1845, to the Collector of
Haidarabad. “His Excellencyis not disposed to alter the rule
“ which has already obtfained in Sind, with reference to all parties,
“who may have land on a commeon grant, having their shares

“restored to them on the Salam of one of
Sir Charles confirms his

pm.ou. order regarding their party having been accepted. Those

sharers under 8 common  ¢¢
Sanad_ with the proviso whose Sanads have already been confirmed

m all such sharers who ¢ should not now be deprived of their shares,
ahould hold their shares ** Of & Jagir, because they have not made their

only for life. “Salam. Neither could one rule apply to

“ them, and a second to those who may have been slow in sending

“ their Sanads for eonfirmation. His Excellency however, deems

it but fair that on the death of any such parties (who have not

“made their Salam) their shares of the Jagir should revert to
¢ Government.

55. “In the same way on the death of present holders of Jagirs

2. Orders resumptionof  @ranted as remuneration for certain offices
J‘g":n granted in Liew of % no longer existing, such Jagirs or shares

nta. “ shall also revert to Government.

56. “In the case of petty Jagirdars holding small grants among

3. orders removal of Jz “ Government lands and who will not pay
girdars obstructing canal ¢ thejr fair ghare of the improvements, neces-
extension to other lands.

n e “sary and from which they and the Govern-

“ment would alike benefit, His Excellency would wish them to
“be granted, instead of such lands, Jagirs of equal value, in some
“ other part of the country where they cannot impede the public
(73 80°d-” -

87. A copy of this letter was sent to the Collector of Karachi,
and also to the Collector of S8hikarpur, but with the following
additional paragraph in connection with Pattedari tenures,

“ His Excellency would wish the Pattedari rent charges in
4. Orders Pattedaristo - your Collectorate to be put on the same
e R aemelooting v footing as the small Jagirs.”

1845
Nov.
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§8. On receipt of the Secretary’s reply, Captain Rathborne sub-
mitted some fresh questions for definite set-
C‘P“‘“mgi‘ﬂ’g":;ﬂ: tlement. “You are aware,” he wrote in his

posals
n:::: ::; hmﬁ ne No. 867, dated 3rd December 1845,*that some
l?egwdm the determina- *° Jagirdars besides the produce of the land,

?:;;'&:&ﬁ;‘:;:‘ﬁ “now levy Poll-tax and Customs duties.

&m;?e:ﬁzf:&mto;n& “ Whatever arrangement may be made in
the J s right to °* the cases of Jagirdars who held under the
levy tolls, &e. “ Amirs’ Sanads,it appears to me that this
“ great stumbling block in the way of gencral improvement might
“ be advantageously removed on issuing regrants by the British
‘““ Government to heirs, by inserting a clause in every new Sanad
“to the effect that permission to levy such duties was expressly

“withheld.

59. “In regard to the measuring of Jagirs there prevailed in the
“ Mirs’ time much fraud, partly winked at by the authorities partly
“mnot, in consequence of which some men got a great deal more
“land than their grants would warrant, others occasionally less ;
‘““some by corrupting the measurers managed to get their Jagirs so
“ measured as to include all the best pieces of land in a Parganna,
‘leaving all the waste land to Government (though in the Sanads
“it is usually insisted that lands are to be measured out as they
“ come, eultivated, uncultivated, or fif for cultivation) while some
¢ few others, though they can show no order for it, say their Jagirs
“ were measured with measures made for the . purpose, of nearly
‘“double the standard rod,

60, ¢ There are also a great number of Jagirs called Makan
“ Adam Zabt” (places not. measured). Of these many have been.
“uncultivated or nearly so, for years, and the boundaries are ill
“ defined. When one of the Government Kardars cultivates any
¢ land on the border of the vast waste, the owners find out, about the
“ harvest time, that the land is theirs, and bring Zamindars to swear
% it, and in nine cases out of ten, by dint of hard swearing, there
#js every chance of their succeeding in establishing their claim.
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61. “To show the value of this kind of testimony I append
“translations of papers* received only yesterday.

62. “ With a view therefore of remedying these abuses I
“ would submit :—

“1. The advantage of measuring out (their lands) to all new

““grantees who claim as heirs of former Jagirdars with the

“standard Sind Jagir measure of 5 feet 9 inches, for Jagirsin
“ Nasir Khan’s Pargannas, and of 6 feet 5 inches, in the Pargannas
“of all the other Amirs; or as the Jagirs in Mir Nasir Khan's
¢ Parganna amount toabout a third of the Jagirs in all Sind, an
“ average might be taken for measuring regrants, and a uniform
“ standard measure for all, fixed at 6 feet 2 inches.

“2. That in all cases of disputed boundaries in unmeasured
“ Jagirs, the fact of the spots claimed by the Government Kardars
« (if the claim appears reasonably just) having been uncultivated
“for the three years previous to the battle of Meani, shall be decisive
«against the claimants. I mean in cases of Government Jagirdars,
“not of course as relates to the lands of foreign princes with-
“in our territories, like His Highness Mir Ali Murad, or in refe-
“rence to our State boundaries.

«“3. That Jagirs instead of being measured so as to include
“3 field here and another there, just as the parts are cultivated,
“ ghall in all cases of regrants be measured straight off in the way
“called in Sind ‘¢ Ek farf”, that is taking the land as it comes,
“and measuring it out in a single piece so as to be enclosed in a
“ring fence and thus perfectly distinguishable from the neigh-
“bouring Government lands.”

¢ The firet was a letter from Gurdassing, Kardar of Manjari, to the Collector, giving the sub-
stance of a statement made by one Mulla Kaka, Zemindar, and stating the result of further enquiry.
The second was the full statement of the Mulla himself. It appears from the former that there was
a dispute regarding the ownership of certain land between Mir Muhammad Hussen son of Mir
Rustam of Khairpur and Mir Sobdar. The Mulla admitted having received “one charkha of bajri
and jowari” from Mir Muhammad Hussen on condition of deposing that the land in question
belo to that Mir, He now asserted that it was a part of the Parganna and belongec to the-
British Government. - .

1845
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*  $3. The reply, if any was sent, is not on the records. But it will

Result of Captain  be noticed that the first of the above sugges-
Rathborne's propoeals.  ¢ions was evidently the origin of the Napier-
ian measure, and that the third was the origin of the clause usaally
inserted in all Sanads, issued after the Jagir settlement, in 1861.
As regards the right to levy tolls, customs, &c., it is certain that
it was withheld on regrants, but no order to this effect is trace-
able in the old records.* And there is nothing to show whether
the course suggested by Captain Rathborne for settling disputes
regarding the boundaries of unmeasured Jagirs was ever adopted.

64. Several other points wereraised by Captain Rathborne. In
his No. 897, dated 14th December 1845, he enquired whether the
rule regarding the recovery of quarter produce from regrantees,
applied to “ the sons of persons who died previous to the battle of
¢ Meani—whether a few days or years before—where the son
“ (could) bring proof, he continwed to hold his father’s Jagir un.

Chowth, not tobe levied - disturbed, though he did not take out a
from persons found in~ ¢ pew Sanad in his own name, and his title

gosgession of their fathers’ R
rs st the conquest, ¢ consequently wanfed confirmation.” It

:h?ougﬁoﬁgfggg no“‘s?a‘"i‘éii was usual for the Mirs to issue new Sanads
of regrant from the Mirs. ¢, roorantees, and the purport of Captain
Rathborne’s question was whether persons in undisturbed posses-
sion, but without any Sanads in their own name, should not be
deemed, on being confirmed in their possession by the British
Government, regrantees within the meaning of Sir Charles’ rule.

65 8ir Charles’ reply, dated 21st December ‘1845, was :—* All
“ whom we found in undisturbed possession of Jagirs on the 17th
‘¢ Februaty 1843, should on making their 8alam, have their lands
¢ restored to them.” This meant of course that the stattis quo
was to be maintained —and that valid and lawful possession was
a good title, even in the absence of a Banad in the name of the
holder, and that no ckowtk should be levied from sach holders.
Two.other questions put by Captain Rathborne were as follows :

* The despatch of the Court of Directors, dated 22nd September 1852, authorized “ the
abolition of all customs duties in Sind.”
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66. “In case of a Jagirdar dying, leaving no sons, but having
Ifno sons alive should °* & grandson by the male line, is the grand.
a grandson succeed 1 “son to get the Jagir, and if so, with what
o whom should are- . .
grant be made of ager:lr: “deduction. In case of, asis common, f,he
od to A. B, and others of ** Words, ‘and others of the same tribe,’ being
tho same tribe. “affixed to one or more names detailed in the
“Sanad, and the party, or one of them, whose names are mentioned,
“ dying leaving heirs, what is to be the arrangement for the regrant
“ of the Jagir, or of his share of it.........”
67. The Secretary’s reply No. 3352, dated 25th December 1845,
Sir Charles’ decision,  Was :—*The Jagirs belong only to those
‘ parties whose names are mentioned in the
“8anad.” No answer was given to the first question regarding
the succession of a grandson. Probably Sir Charles was not pre-
pared to lay down any rule on the subject. He preferred dealing
with each case as it arose on its own merits, instead of com-
mitting himself to a general declaration of definite policy.
68. * There was yet another matter requiring decision. The
‘ restoration of Jagirs depended upon the
ml::,ff 7 gﬁﬁ‘é“;‘f: holder’s homage. What, if he should have
cuse fornotmaking Salam. 00 prevented from rendering homage by
infancy, old age, orillness ? Sir Charlesin reply to Captain Rath-
borne’s letter No. 907, dated 24th December 1845, on this point,
ruled, in his No. 6, dated 1st January 1846, that all such cases
should be made subjects always of special reference; jas all. parti-
culars of each individual case, could alone enable His Excellency
to decide, whether or not to return Jagirs to such.

* Major Goldsmid in his collection of rules quotes Captain Rathborne's letter No. 902,
dated 18th December 1845, as his authority for the following proposition :—

“ None but the Rais or Ruler of the country competent to alienate land. In the case
“of grants held under lesser authority, the tenure to be acknowledged for life only.”
This opinion was given by Rathborne in a letter to the Collector of Shikarpur. It doesnot
appear to have been sanctioned by Sir Chatles,

1846
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69. Qn the 3rd of January 1846, Sir Charles, suspecting
Chowth, understood to that the words “ }th produce ” might have
mesn %’thorfd:l;eng:to;hm caused diversities of practice, addressed
gross produce. a circular letter to the Collectors, enquir-
ing whether the term was understood

tomean }th of the whole produce or of the Jagirdar’s share. = All
the Collectors replied that, they understood it to mean the latter,

but Captain Goldney added that, the Jagirdars in his District

" defrayed also 3ths of all the expenses connected with the collec-

tions, as well as the cutting of canals on the estate, and also a
proportion of the pay of the Civil establishment of the division
(except the police) in which thelands were situated, and of the
expenses on the grand feeder canals, where it derived water,
according to the extent of cultivation. In the lower’ districts,
he said the ordinary rent of land was 2th of the gross produce, and
therefore to levy this much from the Jagirdar would be equlva.-
lent to the resumption of the Jagir.
70. Thecommencement of the Sikh war entailed heavy trans-
Misslleoann 2o Y port duties and increased watchfulness upon
exacted from Jagirdars, ~ Sit Charles Napier and his subordinates,
and on January 19th, 1846, we find him
directing the Colleetor of Haidarabad that  should the police
‘ authorities at any time make a requisition......for assistance to
“ strengthen any post,” the Collector should call upon the Jagir-
dars of big Collectorate to furnish their quota of men according
to their ability. It may be. here mentioned that on the 30th
December 1844, he had allowed the Deputy Collector of Sukkur
to call upon Jagirdars ‘ to furnish horsemen for the pur-
“pose of oarrying letters when required by the public
service.” Fhe subsequent proclamation of the 24th March 1847,
apparently. exempted the Jagirdars from all these burdens,
although, it appears that the District Officers were in the kabit
of exacting such services even at a later period. '
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71. On the 3rd of January Captain Rathborne broyght the
subject of Garden Grants to the notice of

Grochure of Garden  the Sind Government.  There are many
¢ persons in this Collectorate” wrote he,

““whoheld gardens cultivated by themselves rent free under
¢ the late Govern ment, who now pray that they be continued to
¢ them in the same manner. Several of these parties who possessed
¢¢ no other free lands or Jagirs did not come forward to make

- 1846

Jan,

¢ their Salam with the Jagirdars. Being chiefly fakirs, sayads, °

¢ and husbandmen, not Baluchis, they did not perhaps under-
“ stand it was necessary.
72. ¢« I have the honour to submit for the instructions of His

¢¢ Excellency the Governor the question, as to whether, in cases.
¢ of this kind the Salam should be excused, and the rent free-

¢ tenure of the gardens be continued to them as before? And I
“would begto support these people’s claim.”

73. TheSecretary on the 8th January enquired, what were the
terms of such grants, whether they were made by Sanad or
otherwise, and on what ground, Political or otherwise, Captain
Rathborne recommended fhem for confirmation. The reply
was sent on the 12th of January, and as it is the first authentic
report on garden grants, it is inserted here in full : —

“ In reply to your letterNo. 75, of the 8th instant, I have

¢ the honor to report that, some gardens in Sind are held by
“ Sanad and others not. - Where the garden has not been part of
‘¢ the planter’sland,it is held by Sanad, but where the garden
“ has been madeon the planter’s own Jagir, which Jagir may
“ have since been regranted to another, the garden, however,
* being allowed to remain in the hands of the planter or his des.
‘ cendants, as was nearly always the case, then there is often no
‘¢ separate Sanad for it,

74. * The gardensare mostly fruit-groves ofan area of from 5
“to 20 bigahs, and my recommendation that they should be
““ regranted to the claimants is made on the ground of both justice
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“ and expediency. I think, the regant would be only just, because
‘“ the owners had nothing whatever to do with State affairs, and
“ therefore had only to obey His Excellency’s proclamation* to
‘¢ stay at home peaceably, which they did.

75. I think it also expedient to respect such property, because
¢ these gardens add greatly to the appearance of the country, and
¢ the comfort of itsinhabitants. The taste is one that deserves
‘““encouragement. The land thus converted to such excellent
“use, is generally sosituated as to be for other purposes wholly
“ worthless or nearly so, (all gardens for instance where the culti-
“vation is by wellare in this predicament),and, I think, that if
“ Government took away these gardens from the owners, they
¢ would only, many of them, go to ruin, for in several cases, the
¢ gardens would hardly repay Government for the cost of maintain-
“ ing and watering them, and-in no case would the Kardar bestow
““one-tenth of the labour, money, and attention, that the owners
¢ do, who keep them up as much for their pleasure as for profit.

76. “ I may add that even where there is no Sanad, there is little
“ possibility of fraud being perpetrated on Government as to
“ ownership, for gardens are too remarkable properties to admit
“ of its ever being otherwise than notorious, who the owner was,
“ whether an individual or one of the Amirs.”

77. On receipt of this letter the Secretary wrote in his N 0. 142,

dated 14th January 1846: “I am dlrected

an‘f,*;ggg"“;;fg‘,‘,”"cmg “ to state that you may regrant such garden

whether Salam made or lands.”
not. M

78. On the 2nd of March 1846, a case of falsifying a Sanad which
had been tried by the Civil Judge Advocate General, led Captain
Rathborne to suggest the free pardon and reward of approvers,

Falsification of Sanads, and the corporal punishment of those con-
victed of having Sanads altered, and of those refusing to give up
the names of the guilty officials. The Judge Advocate General

* This probably refers to the proclamation of the 12th March 1843, annexing Sind.
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was directed by the Governor to reply on the 5th of March that,
His Excellency agreed to the offer of a free pardon, and the pre-
sent of a hundred rupees, to any person charged with having a
Sanad forged, who should give evidence sufficient to convict the
real offender among the writers, but that he did not think corporal
punishment desirable. (

79. Ithas been said above that Sir Charles did not dispose of

~ the question regarding regrants to grandsons
mmm of regraats on failure of sons, probably because he wished
to judge of every case on its own merits. This view is confirmed
by his action, in three cases, which arose in March 1846. Dau Khan
Marri’s father and grandfather having both died, he claimed the
estates of both, and Captain Rathborne in forwarding a new
Sanad for the regrants of the land of both, wrote thus :—

« His father’s share heis entitled to, with the usual deduc-
“ tion of }th, but I would request orders as to the regranting him
¢ his grandfather’s portion or not. Iimagine he would certainly
““have received a regrant of it, had the Mirs continued to reign,
 and under our rule, I imagine, it isintended, a grandson should
¢ succeed, that being direct succession.” The Sanad was returned
sealed by the Secretary with his No. 573, dated 9th March 1848,
without remark.

80. The other two cases were those of Ghulam Ullah and Muham.
mad Khan, Nizamanis. Captain Rathborne forwarded Sanads
for regrant on March 9th, 1846. The Sanad to Muhammad
Khan was returned sealed. ' As regards the other the Secretary
wrote :—

« Before similarly confirming the Sanad prepared by you,
¢ for Ghulam Ullah, Nizamani, His Excellency would wish you
* to report particularly on the family of this individual, as the
«¢ Jagir of the grandfather is too large to regrant without specific
¢ reason. Itappears fair to regrant the father’s Jagir, but to add
‘¢ to that the grandfather’s, would render the grant a very large
““one.” The Collector’s answer No. 299, dated 30th April 1846,

1846
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showed the family was a respectable one, and of some standing,
and mentioned the amount of the grandfather’s Jagir of which
the regrant was requested, asbeing 17,888 bigahs 13} biswas.
The father’s share was 9,677 bigahs 8 biswas. On this explana-
tion, the Sanad for the regrant of both properties was returned
confirmed without further remark. ~ (No. 1283, dated 25th May
1846).

81. A material question of procedure had been decided by Sir
Charles some days before this order. Captain Rathborne had
pointed out, the inconvenience of the numerous alterations
and deductions endorsed on Sanads conferring grants in common,

on the death of any one of the co-grantees, and the delay in

unravelling the complications likely to
cnoeparate Sanad t0 each ongue on the death of other co-grantees,
grant. and had recommended that, separate new
Sanads should be given in all cases of regrant, and the old ones
cancelled. Sir Charles in his No. 931, dated 22nd April 1846,
“ approved of the measure proposed.”
82. A most important question was now brought forward for
solution. Itconcerned the relations of Ja-
mﬁﬁﬁmf girdars to Zamindars in Jagir lands, and
the right of the former to eject the latter.
On May 8th, 1846, Captain Rathborne addressed the follow-
ing letter No. 335, to the Secretary. “ In consequence of my
“ having received frequent complaints from Jagirdars that, the
¢« Zamindars who have been in the habit ofletting theirlands will
‘ not cultivate them to the extent they might be made to bear,
“ nor will they allow others to cultivate without their paying
* them certain fees in addition to the rent, which the ground is
“ not able to bear, I have the honor to submit to His Excellency

"¢ the Governor, the advisability of making Jagirdars independent

“ of their Zamindars, so that, ynless where a lease has been
* entered into, the latter will be removable at pleasure.
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83. “ In cases where the Zamindar has laid out capital on the
“ ]and in digging canals, forming dikes, flood gates, &c., the value
% of his improvements, should the Jagirdar want to remove him,
« ought, I consider, to be paid him by the Jagirdar, and the amount
« of this might be settled by three arbitrators, one to be chosen by
¢ each of the partiesand the third by the Collector.

84. ¢ Under the new circumstances as regards cultivation in
“ which Sind is placed, I think, it absolutely necessary that Jagir-

1846
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¢ dars should have the power of making such arrangements as .

¢ they think most beneficial regarding the cultivation of their
“ own lands, and it is obvious that no injury would be inflicted
“on any one by this measure, as independent of the provision
“ made for compensation where capital has been laid out, it is
“ quite clear that the Jagirdar’s own interest would prevent his
“ removing any Zamindars who cultivated his land properly.”
Rathborne's proposals 80+ A Copy of this letter was sent to the
on this subjectsenttothe  Gollectors of Karachi and Shikarpur for

other Collectors for opi-
nion. their opinion, on the 13th May 1846.

86. The Collector of Karachi, in his reply dated the 18th of

May, fully concurred with Captain Rathborne. ¢ I have in
fact,” said he, “during the last twelve months granted Parwanas
“ to all Jagirdars, who made application for my assistance, autho-
Captain Preedy’s opinion. * rizing them, after fair warning had been
“ given to the Zamindars in presence of the Kardars of the district,
“to resume all lands (those granted on lease excepted) from such
¢Zamindars as neglected to cultivate the same, and to make them
“over to others, who were able and willing to cultivate them.
“This has always been the rule,* and as the Government and the

* Sir Charles’ pencil note on the margin is as follows. ‘“ Here we have Preedy and
“ Rathborne against Goldney, and with one exception, I think they are right. It is that of
¢ considering the Jagirdar more the proprietor than the Zamindar, the reverse being proved
“ by Golduney (and also by Elphinstone I think) to be the fact. However as Rathborne pro-
“%ects the Zamindar, and I propose a still greater protection, I am on the whole in favour

“ of the measure proposed by Rathborne, though even twelve arbitrators is too few. The
“larger the body of arbitrators the more just and public will be the decision.” '
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“ Jagirdars stand in exactly the same relative position to their
“ Zamindars the same rule should equally apply to the lands of
“ both.”
87. Captain Goldney however in his No. 736, dated 21st May
1846, was of a different opinion. He said,
Captain Goldney's opinion.  « T woyld respectfully observe that, to the
“ best of my experience the grantee’s rights over his Jagir did
“ never hitherto affect in any way those of the Zamindars settled
“on his lands, and his Sanad usually transferred, merely the
¢ portion of produce payable as rent, from the Governmeni to
‘ the grantee, or more frequently from one grantee to another.
“ A tolerably hale Zamindar must often have seen his lands
“ change hands repeatedly, a change which merely gave him a
“milder or sterner landlord, as the case might be, but never re-
“moved him from his land.* The rule now proposed would
‘“ render that permanent which was till the 17th February 1843
“ ephemeral, and abolish really vested rights in favour of titles

~ “ hitherto depending upon a thousand caprices and contingencies.

“T therefore think that any generally comprehensive regula-
“tion by which the grantee could remove his Zamindars at
¢ pleasure, would be unfair to the latter, the really hereditary in-
“cumbents, the former being usually a mere servant removable
“at either the will of the lord, or as his own interests, in choosing
“ a new master, might dictate, that is, provided the Haidarabad
¢ tenures do not differ from those of Upper Sind.

88. ¢ At present, where land has been allowed to be waste for
“many years, I offer it to the original Zamindar in the first
« instance. If he declines to reclaim it, I give it to the first applicant,
“ declaring the Zamindari rights extinguished by the former pro-
¢ prietor’s recusance ; to this extent, I am of opinion, grantees

* Sir Charles’ pencil note against this passage is worth quoting “All this is very strong.
¢ The fact is that the Zamindar is more & proprietor than the Jagirdar which is bad indeed.
“1 look on the Zamindari system as altogether very objectionable, They are the “middle-
“men of India.”
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“ might fairly exercise their own discretion, beyond this their
“ interference seems to me a hardship and an injustice.
89. « If it be true that the interests of grantees will prevent their
“ removing tolerably active Zamindars, it is equally evident that
““the interest of Zamindars will prevent their being indolent.
¢ Unluckily there are many elements besides pecuniary in-
“ terest among men, and the social relations of life among Mussul-
“ men offer many other inducements to the capricious exercise
“ of the new power of ejection, with which it is contemplated, to
“ invest the Jagirdars of Sind.”*
90. Before reproducing Sir Charles’ decision, it is necessary to
advert to another correspondence which was
wurathborne’s proposal 0. parried on simultaneously with the last.
gi:;if‘;r“;?z‘l‘l ofs s~ rer Qn the 11th May 1846, Captain Rathborne
pointed out the necessity of substituting the
payment of quarter produce by a'fixed assessment in cash,
and a copy of his letter was forwarded on the 13th to the Col-
lectors of Karachi and Shikarpur, along with his letter of the 8th
of May. His objections to the levy of ith produce were as
follows :—
¢ 1st. The Jagirdars themselves suffer much annoyance from
¢ the present system. To ensure a correct return of rent, it is
“ necessary for a Government officer to supervise its collection.
“ The grain cannot thereforebe moved or touched without the
* order of this office, and the Jagirdar is no longer, master in his
“ own estate.t _
“2nd. It gives great opportunities for fraud; as the
“Jagirdar may enter into private {agreement with his farmer,

* Sir Charles’ gencil note to this passage is as follows :—¢ It is a modified power which
ar his choice, first, by industry to secure the good will of his Jagirdar,
“and next, that failing, to defy him and go to a court of arbitration.”

+ Sir Charles’ pencil note was : “He is only prevented from taking what does not
“belong to him. The Duke of Newcastle could not touch a grain of oats till the Tithe
% Proctor decided how much was the Parson’s.”

1 Sir Charles’ note :—* This puts him in the power of the Collector.”
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¢ lessening the amount of rent demanded for other concealed
# gdvantages, or if obliged to' keep exactly to the old rates at
¢ which rent was always taken, it prevents, without Government
“ permission, his being able to give favourable leases for the
“ cultivation of new lands, his granting remissions in any cases, -
“ or in fact his interfering in any réspect as regards the alteration
¢ of the rents of his estates. Moreover the present system of
“levying the }th share leaves the door open to such a vast
“amount of bribery and corruption on the part of Jagirdars
 towards the Government Agents, sent to assess their estates
‘ annually, as in the present state of morality in Sind, would, I
* think, be productive of most injurious results ; for in regard
¢ to those estates we have generally no old accounts to go by.
¢ Nearly everything therefore, inlevying the }th share must be
“ left to the integrity of the Government assesser.”

91. To avoid these evils, he submitted that, a fixed money pay-
ment should be taken at 2 annas per bigah, a rate suggested
to him by the following considerations: “On occasions of the
“ex-Amirs granting land in lieu of a money pay to theirfol-
“lowers, the grant was usually made at the rate of one bigah
¢ of land per each rupee kora of pay. Theland was considered
‘ as averaging that value. The quarter of a kora rupee, would
‘“be in Company’s currency 2 annas and 10} pies. I have,
‘ however, recommended only 2 annas be taken, as I consider the
¢ Mir's assessment high, and I do not think, taking land atan
‘“ average, it will be found fo bring in much more than that (it cer-
“ tainly does not do so in the present system of taking ith
“in battai), and in a matter which I would recommend to
“ be made compulsory, that there may be one universal rule, .
‘“it would ba better to be below the mark than above it.*

* Sir Charles’ marginal note is :—*“Goldney says this is too much ; on Rathborne’s data

" *it seems a just'one. It is not above it. They took it from the Amirs as a favour, which

“ proves that, the assessment is not high.”
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*“Those whose Jagirs are in a high state of cultivation, will,
¢ I have no.doubt, derive considerable profit from this arrange-
‘“ment, but the owners of large barren wastes will suffer, if
¢¢ obliged to pay rent for them. To obviate this, I would give
¢ them the option of returning such lands to Government alto-
«¢ gether, and only paying for what they choose to retain,®* and,
¢ I think, there is nothing in the least unfair in this, because
“if the land be cultivated at all, even in the least slovenly
“ manner, 2 annas a bigah will be an assessment considerably
“lighter than the payment of 1th of the Jagirdar’s share in kind,
 while, if uncultivated, I cannot seet the least valid objection
 to Government resuming on the death of present holders such
“tract of land, as they may have habitually allowed to lie waste,
“and which, it may be inferred, their heirs will continue to leave
“in a similar profitless state. Much of this land would be found
« fit for cultivation though the Jagirdar may not have the means
“to till it, and no doubt as the country becomes improved, and
““canals are extended by Government, it would be gradually
“ brought under the plough, and become a source of revenue
“ instead of, as might be the case if left in the Jagirdar’s hands,
““an obstacle to improvement.”} ‘

92. The Collector of Karachi considered the change proposed
by Captain Rathborne  as most desirable,”
as the Jagirdars complained much of the
annoyance, which they suffered from the
Government officers appointed to superintend the collection of
the Government share of the produce. He thought the 2 annas
per bigah should be levied on }th of the extent of the land
specified in the Sanad granted to a Jagirdar, and that in the

Preedy’s views on the
ve.

*4This, I think,is very good”—is Sir Charles’ comment.

+ “ Here he differs with Goldney.— I cannot judge. It depends on figures”—is Sir
Charles Napier’s note. )

1 8ir Charles’ added in pencil “ and cause of famine.,”
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event of his wishing to give up any portion of the waste land, a
new Sanad should be granted to him (letter No. 378, dated 18th
May 1846).

93. Captain Goldney wrote as follows :—

- “From a list showing extentand produce of Jagirs in Upper

¢ 8ind, now before me, I think that in very
Goldney’s views on the

same, “ many instances, they will be quite unable
“ to pay a quit-rent of 2 annas per bigah in
“lieu of the Government %th......... At the same time the plan is

““a very desirable one, and (being) based on the principle of
“resuming lands which the Jagirdar shall neglect or be unable
“ to cultivate, it is feasible. For, should His Excellency judge
“fit to adopt Captain Rathborne’s other proposal (vide his letter
“ No. 3356*) the grantee could not complain: as the same reason
“ that empowers him to eject his Zemindars justifies us in eject-
“ing him: ‘

94. “ But in one point of view, it seems specially objectionable :
“ the resumption of such vast tracts of land (however salt and
“barren and valueless) as such a regulation must occasion,
“ would inevitably unsettle people’s minds and perplex them with
“ that great incentive to disorder, fear of change : and with much
“ deference, I would submit that our occupation of this country
“ is almost too recent for such a measure; meantime the super-
“vision of Government officers need not be more vexatious to
“Jagirdars than to any ‘other landholders”t (No. 737, dated 21st
May 1846).

* To make Jagirdars independent of Zamindars.

+ Sir Charles’ pencil noteis as follows: “I do not think this very strong, but I have not
¢ sufficient data to form a decided opinion. It is not a change which affects the poor and scarcely
“ ought to affect the rich. What is just to the poor ought to be forced upon the rich.”
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95. Sir Charles was not prepared to decide these two important
Reason for delay indis- questions indMay, 1846. Cholera had appear-
mf Rathborn€s o in this month in the native portion of
1. Regarding Jm the city of Karachi “not severely but gra-
to Zamindars. “ dually, acquiring intensity, until the night
% Bogarding the W0« of the 14th of June,_when it struck all
(Duanagi). ¢ people—Soldiers, Europeans, and Sepoys—
“ with such a sudden, fearful mortality, that to feel it was to drop,
“and to drop was death.” This visitation continued to the 18th
of June, and in a mitigated form to the 30th of June. 8ir Charles
Napier lost his nephew, John Napier’s son, and shortly afterwards
John Napier himself.®* It was computed that 7,000 persons, more
“than a third of the population of the town and cantonment, died
“in the few days that this horrible pestilence lasted, and the deaths
“in the country around being added, not less than 60,000 persons,
“ perished.” To add to Sir Charles’ difficulties *“ food became very
“gcarce, because distant people dreading infection would not come
“in with supplies.” These disasters account for the delay tkat
took place in settling the two important questions raised by Captain
Rathborne.
96. On the 30th of June the Collector of Shikarpur was allowed
the permission he had asked for, to take
mfd?'&”;é’é ‘Dorsomen horseﬁlen from Jagirdars for supervising
f{;m:“p"mmg canal  anal clearances, the Mirs having been in the
’ habit of exacting such super\(ision. The
organization of a canal ‘department under Major Scott had been
completed by this time, and a general survey having been made,
and “the water levels all over S8ind ascertained with great cost
“and labour, a scientific system was laid down and the whole of
“the canal and water system was taken out of the Kardars’ hands”+
97. On the 5th of July, Sir Charles decided a reference made

* Sir William Napier’s ¢ Administration of Sind,” page 291.
+ Sir William Napier's  Administration of Sind,” page 296.
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on June 27th, by Captain Rathborne, from which it appears

Deduction of chowthnot that the mumber of the Baluch Sirdars and
retrospective. * others who made Salam, after the conquest,
was so great that the Collector could not do more than give them
““an order on the Kardars for what lands they had before.”

" ¢ Under these orders many Jagirs were given to heirs of men

‘ killed at Meani and Dabba, and many others were given over to
¢ Birdars in full, though several of the sharers in them had been
“killed. On the revision of Jagirs which afterwards took place,
“ before sending down the papers to receive final confirmation
“under His Excellency the Governor’s seal, these errors were
« rectified—the fourth share of Jagirs given to heirs, fixed as rent,
“and the shares of those who had died without heirs, altogether
“deducted.” The crops of the seasons of 1843 and 1844, had
however been enjoyed by the holders now ousted, and Captain
Rathborne enquired if they should be made to pay what was not
their due. Sir Charles agreed with Captain Rathborne that they
should not, and that the deductions were only to be prospective.

98. On the 2nd of July 1846, Captain Rathborne revived the

Sir Charles rules that question he had raised before, as to the
all regrants _shouldiecl: method of measuring out regrants, and this
" ot oner time not without obtaining a definite reply.
He wrote:— :

“The Jagirs of Baluchis as granted by the Amirs were measured in two
“ways, accarding to the influence of the grantees with the people at Court.
“ The one way, was, to measure the number of bigahs enumerated in the grant
« “ Ek Taraf,” that is in one piece : the other way was to let the grantee pick
“ out every separate bit of well cultivated ground in the neighbourhood, the
“ united area of which he counted as his grant leaving out the uncultivated
“or indifferent parts altogether. One Jagir was thus made to consist sometimes -

« of a dozen pieces of first rate land, while the ground intervening was left to
« Government.

99. “The evils of this system are great, as it makes it impossible by any
“ordinary means to improve the Government land properly, when it is so
“ intersected by other lands ; 2ndly, it appears most unreasonable that all the
* pieces of the best land in a Pargana should be picked out by Jagirdars, and
“ all the worst left to Government. And 3rdly, this mode of giving Jagirs
“leaves the door open to endless fraud, as it is almost impossible to prevent
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“encroachments when a Jagir is scattered in bits all over a Pargana in that
“ way.

100. “I find from enquiry that in the elder Mirs’ times down to the date of
* Mir Murad Ali’s death, no Jagir Sanads were ever given except for Jagirs
“to be measured Ek Taraf or in one piece : it was only among the later Mirs
“ who were entirely in the hands of their servants, that the irregular system
* gprang up of measuring a Jagir in half a dozen pieces, and,even in Mir Nasir
« ?hans share of Sind the plan prevailed a little. I would therefore strongly
“ recommend that while present holders should be allowed to enjoy their Jagirs
“in the way they were measured in the Amirs’ time, however that in each case
“ might be—yet that, on all regrants by His Excellency, the Jagirs should be
“ measured out £k Taraf, in one piece, according to the old rules and customs
“of the country.”

101. Sir Charles on the 13th July 1846, agreed to this suggestion,
and approved of all regrants of Jagirs being measured out in one
piece. Copies of Captain Rathborne’s letter and of the Secretary’s
reply were forwarded for their guidance to the Collectors of
Karachi and Shikarpur.

102. The following extract from Captain Stack’s memorandum,
dated 10th March 1848, relates to the measurement of Jagirs,
and is, therefore, inserted in this place :—

« Almost all the Jagirs of the Four Great Families were un-measured,
“the Sanads granting them merely naming town
Jagirs of the Four “lands. A few too of the old Jagirs of the lesser
Families mostly un- “chieftains were so also. But the Sanads for all the
:x“uﬁ ;’;‘3; o?rd‘“;“& “ in;:léer and t,e?ifterl grants, named the number of
“bigahs gran n 1845-46 a great portion of
,‘iﬁ&tﬁmem f the unmeasured Jagirs in the ]glz;idaraba.d Col-
“ lectorate were measured by men sent out by
“ the Collector, and those before’ measured out by the Amir's servants,
“tested. The unmeasured lands that were left, were afterwards ‘measured
. “ by order, by the Jagirdars themselves, and the
Survey by Jagirdars.  « g5oounts given in to the Collector. From these
“a rough estimate was framed of the amount of alienated land. The
“ boundaries and measurements were not of course considered fixed by the
« Jagirdar’s Survey, though at the same time it was a check to his extending
« his boundaries and claiming afterwards morée land than he then stated he
« possessed. These measurement accounts generally enumerated the quanti-
“ty of land under cultivation, the quantity of waste but fit for the plough,
« and the quantity utterly barren. From these papers the alienated lands in
«the Haidarabad Collectorate were estimated......... at 35 lakhs of bigahs,
« and it was found they were, though ill cultivated, generally the best Jands
“of the Collectorate.” (Paras. 16 and 17).
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103. On the 31st of July, Captain Rathborne submitted for orders,

alist of 24 claims to garden grants in sup-

Garden grantees found .
in possession on the 17th  POrt of which no S8anad had been filed. Some

gégu?{r:ﬁ:g"fé%?; of tb@ claims were to Huris, and one was
any Sansd of thel M 0 “ 16 mango trees.”” On August 10th the
S8ecretary sent the following reply. * The
“ claims are allowed if you believe the parties to have possessed
* the gardens, &c., on the 17th February 1843.” The * &c.,” evi-
dently referred to the Hurisand the mango topes.
104. It was about this time that rumours arose about
the restoration of Sind to the Amirs by

ho circamstanoes under 1o British Parliament, and that Sir Charles

m%agf&?ntggﬁ{m’; wrote his Memoir on the state of Sind,
yet undisposed of. for the perusal of Lord Ripon, President

of the Board of Control. From this Memoir* we learn that
Sir Charles had abolished the * system of regulating labour by a
‘¢ tariff,” although, on account of opposition, he had not been
« able entirely to enforce the rule yet” ; that he had ¢ deprived all
¢ persons of the right of bearing arms in public except the chiefs,”
that the people had grown orderly ; and that some system had been
introduced into Revenue, as well as Judicial administration. The
following extract, besides being instructive in itself, is the best
explanation of the Circular Sir Charles issued in September, on
the subject of levying a fixed assessment, and the extension of
cultivation by Jagirdars :—

“ I divided Sindh into three great Collectorates placing at the head
“ of each a Collector with Deputies under him, English officers. They are
“ all Magistrates, but with restricted powers as to punishment. To them
“ I gave the whole establishment employed by the Amirs for collecting money
“ and inflicting vengeance ; as'to punishing moral crimes those princes never
“ interfered ; the only crime in their eyes was disobedience of their orders,
“ and those orders had but two objects, amassing money, and administering
“ to their debaucheries. The last was ounly painful to certain individuals. The

“ first opened a door to great and general calamities, injustice, torture, and
« ruin to the country at large. Their machines for extortion were the Kardars,

"% Vide Sir William Napier’s * Administration of Sind,” page 307 e seg.

PRy
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“ the headmen in each village who collected the taxes, the Umbardars who
“ took charge of the grain when collected for the Amirs. Both Kardars
“ and Umbardars had their familiars to execute their orders; and what
“ those orders were depended generally on what the Kardar himself was,
“ but not always, as the following facts show. If grain was high, the Amirs
“ ordered the Kardars to sell it at a certain price beyond the highest in the
“ market, and to send the amount received at once to the treasury. The
“ Kardar assembled the richest people of his District, compelling each to take
“ a portion of the grain,and pay instantly the Amir’s price, perhaps more for
“ their own profit. Ifany refused he was hanged by the thumbs to a beam,
¢ and a hot ramrod was placed between his thighs. The money being thus
“ collected, God help the Kardar if it was not, each Zamindar or farmer took
“ his forced purchase away and divided itin like manner, and with like per-
“ suasion, amongst hisryots or labourers, who being poorer, had a larger
* allowance of hot rumrods and other tortures. The Kardar in such cases
“ could not help himself if he would ; but it generally gave him opportunity
“ to extort money for his own profit.

“ All these Kardars and Umbardars, I made over to the new Magistrates
“ to work with, and thus enlisted a large body of influential men in favour
“ of the conquest. They of course robbed us at first, as the English officers
“ were ignorant of what ought to be paid; but now the Collectors know
“ their work well, and from their systematic military habits and experience
“ of men, they quickly got the whole machinery into high order, working
“ hard, and the revenue rapidly improved and will yet improve. The Collec-
“tors and their deputies keep diaries which are sent to me weekly, and I thus
“ learn what goeson in each district. They are read to me by the Secretary
“ to the Government, Captain Brown, an officer from whom I have received
« such able assistance that I ought in‘justice to call him my colleague rather
“ than Secretary.”

103. The Circular referred to above was probably drawn up by

8ir Charles’ decision. Sir Charles himself as it is in his own hand-
writing, and it was communicated to the three Collectors on the
10th of September 1846. It ran as follows :—

CIRCULAR TO COLLECTORS.

“ With regard to the proposition of Captain Rathborme for making
« Jagirdars more independent of their Zamindars, by enabling the former
“ to eject the latter, when they do not progerly cultivate their lands, I have
* « come to the following decision on the subject. -

“1st. In cases where the Zamindar has laid out capital on the land,
Jagirdar not to eject in agricultural improvements, or indeed in any
Zamindar without giving “ way, he must be remunerated to that amount by the

lc:;pt:mtion forimprove- ¢ Jagirdar before the latter can eject bim.
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“9nd. The Jagirdar must (before ejection? adduce proof that the
Nor without adducing  Zemindar has not properly cultivated his land for

proof of failure to culti- “ two previous years.

vate for the two previous
Years.
“3rd. The Jagirdar must give the Zamindar, three warnings consecu-
Nor without 3 warning8 “ tively with an intervening period of six months
each after 6 months. “ between each, that if he does not cultivate the
“land better, he (the Jagirdar) will make application to Government to
* have the neglectful Zamindar ejected.

“4th. When the Jagirdar applies to the Collector for the ejectment
Nor without the inter- * of 8 Zamindar, the Colleetor is to order a Pan-
vention of a Court of ar- “ chait consisting of twelve Zamindars, four of which
bitrators chosen by the « greto be chosen by the Jagirdar, four by the

{n&gi:h}zrbﬁ:ctﬁ:mmdu’ “ Zamindar, and four by the Collector.

“ This Panchait is to decide in all questions which may arise
“as to the justice of ejecting the Zamindar, including the value of the
“ outlay he has made, and which the Jagirdar is to repay.
“ The proceedings of the Panchait must be confirmed by the Collector,
Nor without the confir-  €ither party having a right to appeal to the head of
mation of the proceedings * the Government with this understanding, that if
ofthe Court by the Col- ¢« the final decision of the Panchait be confirmed, the
lector. “defeated party shall be muylcted to the amount
“ claimed from the Zamindar as compensation from the Jagirdar, and should
“ no claim have been made of the Jagirdar for outlay, the fine to be levied,
“ is to be decided by the Governor aecording to the conduct of the parties.

“ By the aboye arrangement, it will be seen, that I have entirely con-
“ curred in the principle contained in Captain Rathborne’s proposition, but
“ with regard to the details, I have inereased the number of arbitrators,
“to twelve, and directed a warning to be given : these additions I have
“ made for the protection of the Zamindar who is, in fact, more the proprietor
“of the land than any Jagirdar, I think that three arbitrators would,
“ probably, be bribed by the Jagirdar, whereas- twelve would be less
“ manageable, and make the whole transaction more important aud more
‘“ public. - At the same time I am very averse 'to maintain the Zamindari
“ system, for the Zamindar appears to me, to be nearly the “ middleman”
“ of Ireland, that is to say, a man who is very injurious to the people, for
“ he diminishes the wages of the poor and robs the rich. I believe in India
¢ thatthe Zamindar robs the Jagirdar and the Byot. For this reason I am
“ strongly inclined to do him away, when it can be done without individual
““ injustice, and I beg of the Collectors to apply their best exertions to carry
“into effect the Ryotwar system, so strongly advocated by Sir Thomas
“ Munro and found to answer perfectly wherever it has been tried, I need
“ not say that the Ryotwar system is that which brings the Government and
“ the Ryot together, the first receiving its rent from the last without the
“ intervention of Zamindars, and as I think it a good and wise policy to

. # support the Jagirdars, as the aristocracy of Sind, without ajlowing them
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“ any privileges, I wish to see them adopt the system or principle in their
« Jagirs. If they do not, their Ryots will quit them, and the fault will be their
« own. It may be said that I, thus in reality, make Zamindars of Jagirdars.
« I do so because I wish to see the nobles of the country justly supported,
“ and in their places. If we put them down, we shall put ourselves down, in
“ times to come, for injustice will have a reaction sooner or later.

“ With respect to the proposal of Captain Rathborne to make the Jagir-

“ dars pay two annas Jwt bigah for every bigah held

The PﬁnciPI: oflevying  «in Jagir, I have read all that has been said on the

an assemsment ln Ga11M  « gybject by all three Collectors, and my mind is

lieu of chowth sanctioned. . 1)\ Je up that the great advantages of this proposi-
“tion overbalance the objections made to it. The advantages are :—

“1st By paying a rent for uncultivated land, the Jagirdar will bring
« the whole into cultivation.

“ 2nd. It will save the Jagirdar from the interference of tax gatherers, and
" “ give all the advantages which are reaped from a commutation for tithesin

“ England ; and among other advantages fixes certain payments and certain
“ receipts which enables both parties to calculate upon their means. This I
“hold to be & matter of much importance. I therefore adopt the proposal
“ and order it 10 be put in force.

“ But the question raised by Captain Goldney that the amount of two
“annas is too much, must be determined on hereafter. I see no reasons
“adduced, for thinking it is too much, as far as I am able tojudge from what
“ i8 before me.”

106. On the 15th September, Captain Goldney informed the Secre-

_ . tary that he had prepared orders in Persian
mgpgggwg"‘:fm and English in -strict conformity with the
not takenaway. Jagirdars  ghoye (ircular, and had directed * the

at liberty to surrender . .
lands, 8o longas the land  ¢¢ new rates, affecting heirs of deceased

wp:i“ kopt tolorably grantees, to take effect from the com-

“ mencement of the next agricultural year

¢ viz., the spring crop of 1258,” but that he required instructions

on the following points—

‘ Are grantees at liberty to surrender scattered patches of

“‘ ground, retaining more fertile irregular parcels adjacent to and

‘* intermixed with the former ; or should there be & general

‘“ average by which the plan of a grantee’s estate shall be
“ continued tolerably compact and appreciable,

"« Whether it will be left optional with heirs to Jagirs, to

¢ forfeit one-fourth the produce, or to pay two annas per bigah,
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“ surrendering their unproductive lands, an option which would
¢ deprive the regulation of any unpopularity it may possess.

107. Inreply the Secretary enquired what the Collector meant
by the new rates, and then wrote as follows—(No. 2448, dated
21st September 1846).

. “ On grantees’ surrendering portions of their Jagir lands,
“ youshould as far as may be practicable, strike a general average,
“ by which the plan of the Jagir land left to the grantee, shall
‘“ be continued tolerably compact.

 His Excellency of course will leave it to the heirs of Jagir-
‘ dars to pay to Government the }th share of produce of their
“ Jagir, or, as a commutation, 2 annas the bigah, as they may
¢ think proper.”

108. Captain Goldney on September 27th, explained that, by the
new rates he referred * to the commutation of }th produce to
2 annas per bigah,” and that this being left to the option of the
individuals there could “ be no longer any objection on their
part to the arrangement.”

109. To make his meaning thoroughly clear, Sir Charles directed
his Secretary on the 28th September, to issue a general Circular
to the three Collectors in the following terms—

“ Whileit is optional with such heirs (3. €., of deceased Jagirdars paying
. “ $th produce) to pay to Government }th produce or
pm m&hmﬁf “2 annas per bigah on all cultivated portions of

tivated lands. Duanagito be their Jagirs, it is/imperative on them to pay the
paid oo uncultivated land.  « 9 apnag the bigah on all-uncultivated land.” '

110. The result of the operation of this orderon large Jagirs will
o _ be noticed later on. Sir Charles about this
Jag:da‘:;'?j°?;“‘;§ei:‘:}3 time hadissued a regulation prescribing a
mﬁgf'ffcﬁ‘;;gf“m ©r new plan for * Battaing” the crops, i. e,
fixing the Government share of the produce.

Several Jagirdars asked Captain Rathborne, whether it was
“ the intention of Government that they should Battai their lands

“ after the old Sind fashion or follow the new plan.” B8ir Charles’
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reply onthe 21st September was : “ no interference on our part
““ seems called for.” _

111. Oaq the 17th November 1846, Captain Rathborne solicited

the Governor’s erders as to the disposal of

gomnkto P A B, and  ertain land, found from the previous Sanads,

not only to those men- 4 he the ghares of eight persons, whose names

tioned by name in the i A
last Sanad, but to thoss however, had not been mentioned in the

melmondmm y&?v‘:g: later Sanad of Mir Shahdad. Mir Shahdad’s
o Sanad granted 13,872 bigahs and 8} biswas
to nine Nizamani Baluchis (whose names were given) “ and others.”
The shares of these 9 were found to be 10,127 bigahs b biswas,
while the remainder was ascertained to be the property of the eight
persons wmentioned in the older Sanads. The reference was made
on account of Sir Charles’ order that, regrants should be made to
those, whose names were in the Sanad. Sir Charles replied to this
reference as follows :—* If these Sanads have been granted in
“¢ Jieu of old ones by which you can discover who the *others *
‘¢ are, His Excellency-the Governor is digposed to grant to those
¢¢ others, their shares of the Jagirs. Ifyou are unable to do so,
¢ their shares should revert to Government.” (No. 3006, dated
21st November 1846).
112. As the military cares of Sir Charles Napler decreased, he had
more time left to devote to his civil duties.
yrrnquillity of the Pro- ¢ ¢ |ast financial year” to quote his words

“gshowed that the united ordinary and

“ extraordinary expenses of the Civil Government of Sind, includ- .

¢ ing the expenses of a Police force of 2,400 horse and foot,
* amouated to only 15,01,764 ; that the revenue for that year was
¢ 41,42,912, Rs. and consequently that 25 lacs were paid last year
« towards defraying the military expense incurred, 7ot by the
“ conquest of Sind in 1843, but by the previous occupation of

¢ Sind and by the disturbed State of the Panjaub.”* Tranquility- '

* Qeneral Orders of Sir Charles Napier, page 122,
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prevailed throughout the province, and on the 27th January 1847,
the Army of Sind was “ ordered to be broken up,and the number
“ of troops reduced, so asin future to form the ordinary garrison
“ of a Frontier province.” ‘
113. Captain Stack who was employed in Jagir work by the Col-
~_ lector of Haidarabad, had in 1846 drawn
m?&“':nj estimate UP & ¢ register of Jagirdars holding Jagirs
of the extent of sliena-  « i, the Haidarabad Collectorate,” in which
, he had embodied the results of his inves-
tigations regarding the Jagirs of several members of the
Four Families and almost all the Baluch Sirdars. The register

. showed the name of the individual, the division of the family,

the number and page of his Sanad (as there were regular
Sanad books), the terms of the grant, the amount of each
Jagir, and the Pargana in which it was situate. The measure-
ments made by the measurers sent by the Collector, and those made
by the Jagirdars, together with the confirmation regarding the
extent of Jagirs, supplied by the Sanads, enabled Captain Stack
to make a rough estimate of the amount of land alienated in
Jagir in the Haidarabad Collectorate. Accordingto this estimate
the total area of such land was about 35 lakhs of bigahs.* The
Four Great Families “held about 17 lakhs of bigahs” of which
about one lakh and a half had been granted within twenty years
prior to the battle of Meani. About 4 lakhs were held by others who
had been Jagirdars more than 20 years prior to the battle of Meani,

* Captain Rathborne in his postseript to his No. 157, dated 5th March 1847, gave the
following figures :—
1. Total extent of Jagirs... ... «. = 385,73,413 bigahs.
2. Lands granted more than 20 years before 1843 .. = 18,86,904 ,,
3. Lands granted within 20 years of the battle’ of

. Meani to the Four Families = 267,651 ,,
4. Lands granted to others within 20 years of tha battle = 14,18957
5. Lands likely to lapse, being for pay... w. = 20,00,000 ,
6. Lands likely to beresumed, being waste = 9,00,000 ,,
7. Lands likely to remain rent-free ... = 4,00,000 ,
8. Lands likely to be regranted subject to Dminagt = 200000 ,
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though their possessions had been subject to changes. Their Jands
were better cultivated, and Captain Stack estimated their waste
lands at 3ths of the whole area, while he estimated those of the
Four Families at $ths. Of the remaining 14 lakhs, a very large
portion was held in lieu of pay. (7ide Captain Stack’s Memoran-
dum dated 10th March 1848).
114. On the 22nd February 1847, Sir Charles Napier, while at
. Haidarabad appears to have enquired into
h:;m"g?'}:;i;"*;gﬁ:";;f the whole subject very fully, and to have
sumption of waste lands.  oome to certain conclusions which he em-
bodied in a minute. This minute contained his scheme -of
hereditary Jagirs and resumption of waste lands. He divided
Jagirs into two classes ; 1st those * held uninterruptedly for 20
“ years previously to the battle of Meani, or held under a solemn
# agreement not to resume, written in a Koran or Sanad,” and
20d those “ granted within twenty years of the battle of Meani.”
From both these classes of Jagirs, the portions held in lieu of pay
to followers, were to be resumed on the death of the present
holders, and no regrant was to be made except of cultivated land.
None of the then incumbents was to be disturbed in his pos-
session, but if he wished to see his Jagir made perpetual in his
own lifetime he had to accept certain terms. If belonging to
the first class, he had to resign all his uncultivated lands. If
to the second, he had in addition to pay 2 annas a bigah, unless
he was not liable to the payment of quarter: produce.. 1f the
Jagirdars had no wish to accept these terms, their heirs if re-
granted their Jagirs would have to pay 2 annas per bigah. The
Jagirdars of the Four Great Talpur Families were to be treated
as falling within the first class, “ irrespective of the dates of their
33 grants.”
Collectors’ opinions invited. ~ 115. These proposals were sent to the
Collectors for their opinion.
116. Captain Goldney considered them * extremely desirable and
Goldney's opinion.  *‘ Well adapted to the interests of the country
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“and the rights of individuals.” He presumed that in regranting
cultivated land, His Excellency would *‘ allow considerable latitude
“ to the heirs of grantees” as land in Sind required to lie fallow
for one, two, or even three years, and he thought that, “the parties
“‘should have the option of considering all ground actually under
“the plough, within the four years immediately preceding the
“demise of their predecessors, as “ cultivated land within the
“meaning of the present rules” (No. 397 dated 1st March 1847).
117. Captain Preedy “fully concurred” in all the proposals. He
Preedy’s opinion. ~uggested that the proposalsas soon as they
should be definitely seftled, should be translated into Persian and
eirculated, and tbat the Jagirdars should be allowed a limited time,
say until 31st July 1847, by which time all the seed of Kharif 1259

. would have been sown, to declare whether they would accept the

new Settlement (No. 151 dated 2nd March 1847).

Rathborne's opinion. 118. Captain Rathborne wrote as follows
(No. 157 dated 5th March 1847).

1. “In the wording of the rules I have ventured to suggest one or two addi-
“ tions (which I have added in the enclosed copy in red ink®) simply with a
“view of making them as clear as possible; for the additions do not affect the
“ original purport or.sense of the document. '

2. “I'would beg strongly to support the proposed arrangements for the
« following reasons. :

3. “In Sind it so happened, whether from the hoarding qualities of the
“ ox-Amirs, or from other causes, that the incumbents of all civil and military
“ offices held under them by Mussulmans, were paid almost entirely by Jagirs.
“ It was not here as in other countries, where th- chief nobility only had Jagirs;
“almost every. one in Government’ employ, down to the commonest Sepoy,
“ and even some -menial servants had Jagirs, by way of pay in Sind. When
“ therefore all Jagirs in the possession of parties at the time of the battle of
“ Meani were guaranteed, Government gusranteed to continue pro tempore
“ the payment of more_ than half of the whole civil and military and some of

Jagi sgenerally heldfor “the personal establishments of the ex-Amirs, who
pay uuder the Amirs, “had by the introduction of British rule been thrown
“out of employment. The Government of Sind, therefore, is at this moment
“bearing a double charge: it is paying a large portion of the civil and military,
“and some of the personal establishments of the ex-Amirs, while as the

® All these additions were approved by Sir Charles and are now printed in Italics at pages 73-73.
They certainly affect the original purport in several places.
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“ Jagirdars render no service in return, and if appointed Kardars or to other
“ offices, require to be paid as other people are who have no Jagirs Government
“ has also to pay in cash its own establishments for doing the work for which
“ these Jagirs were mostly given as pay. But it is not the large revenue thus
* given up which is to be considered because, under the circamstances of the
“ country, no one could doubt for a moment that, the benefits of the measure
“ were well worth the cost; but subsequent enquiries intothe number, position,
“ and extent of Jagirs have shewn that, besides the lands producing revenue,
“ other vast tracts have been given away, for the ex-Amirs were in the habit,
“ as much as possible, of reserving the rich portions of the land for their imme-
“ diate favourites, while to the generality of their servants they gave Jagi
“ large in proportion to their unproductiveness or distance from water. The
Graats of waste by the “ great portion of the Jagirdars in this Collectorate
Amira. “hold large tracts in extent, where perhaps not more
“ than a handred or two hundred bigahs, often not near so much, are cultiva-
* ted by the holders of them, or are even likely to be cultivated, for, the pos-
“ sessors are most of them in debt beyond redemption, and for improvements
“ bave neither the money nor inclination,

4. “In the time of the Amirs this mode of granting land signified little ; the

Their arbitrary power “ Amirs were not themselves an improving race, and
of resumption. “when they did choose to dig a canal through any
“ particular district, they resumed summarily all lands lying on both sides of
“1t whosesoever they were. They did not care, therefore, how much waste
*land they gave away ; the more, I suppose, they thought, the better, for it
“saved them paying cash to their servants, and they could resnme it whenever
“it became worth while to do so.

5. “The result of this policy is, however, now most injurious to our Govern-
“ment in this Collectorate and in those other parts of Sind, where irrigation
* is carried on by means of canals, or other artificial means: for as Jagirs were

Jagirs obstacles to im- “ Dearly always. granted riverward, while the Govern-
provementa. “ ment lands lie more back, the possession of all these
“ waste lands by Jagirdars is an obstacle to improvement, that, if not removed,
*“ must eventually become fatal. For while it 1s quite certain that where the
*land belongs solely to Government, no canal or work of any kind for irriga-
“tion can be constructed that will not pay, and amply ; yet while all the land
“ towards the river continues in possession of others, the result of any outlay
“ of this kind will always be problematical ; for if Government gives water to
“ the Jagirdars through whose lands the canal passes, there will not be water
“ sufficient, at the end, to water land enough to pay a quarter of the sum ex-
“ pended ; while if Government refuses to give water to them, it has at any
“rate such an immense length of canal to excavate (often twenty miles) before
“it can get to its own lands, that little or no profit can be expected from the
“work. When the cost of the twenty miles of unproductive canal is taken
“ into consideration (money that is owing to the present system of Jagir
“ arrangements purely thrown away) the profits on the Zamindaris must be
“ very extravagant to make up for the loss,on the portion of the capital which
“ brings no return.
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6. “Such are the evils arising to Government from the present system, and
Merits of the new arrang. “ which the new arrangement, if assented to, would
ment. “ at once remedy.

“ Tt is true that in any case the evil arising to Government will remedy

“itself in course of time. The present possessors of Jagirs will die, and then
“ of course it will always rest with Government to make its own terms for a
“regrant. Under the rules at present existing, lands granted in lieu of pay
“will lapse at the death of the holders entirely to Government, as will also
“ the shares of sepoys and followers, and those of persons who have not them-
“ gelves made Salam, though sharers with other Jagirdars who have done so;
“ while, I infer, from what His Excellency said here that, in respect to the others,
“ waste lands will not henceforth be regranted under any circumstances, and
“if they were, the rent of two annasa bigah would operate as a preventive
“against the Jagirdar taking more than three fallows, or four times the
« amount of land actually under crop.
. 7. “Then again, as regards the cutting of canals, provisions are already in force
“which enable Collectors to exchange for lands out of the line of inundation,
«Jagirs lying in the path of new canals, where the owners of them refuse to
« contribute their portion of the expense of the new work. '

« Still on the one hand to wait for the death of the present holders is a
“ work of time, while to carry into effect endless ejectments is a painful duty.
“The Jagirdar too on his part, at present, labours under great disadvantages, -
“for if in Ireland or Scotland it is found almost impossible for a pauper land-
“lord of an entailed estate, in which he has only a life interest, to raise monéy
“ for its improvements, how much more impossible must it be in Sind where
“ the estates are not even entailed, but only held during the pleasure of Gov-
“ ernment, : .

8. “Taking therefore into consideration the difficulties under which hoth
“the Government and the Jagirdars now respectively labour, it does seem
“to me that the most equitable solution of them is to be found in the proposed
“arrangement. The Jagirdar, by it, sacrifices his waste land during life, to
“ gecure the cultivated to his heirs for ever ; while the Government in raising
“up a permanent -proprietory body, who will have the means of thoroughly.
“cultivating what they, under the new rules, may possess, will itself enter into
“immediate- enjoyment of the advantages to be derived from the improve-
“ments in irrigation it has commenced making, but which, unless some arrange-
“ments be made regarding Jagir waste langs, will only be able to be carried
“out, either at a ruinous expense, or by summarily ejecting all the Jagir-
“dars on the line of improvement: as they will, I fear, never be brought to
* contribute their quota of money or labour to the works undertaken by us.

9. “Whether the arrangement will be accepted by the majority of Jagirdars
“ or not, I cannot tell ; they did once, the principal among them, declare their
“concurrence at my house, but when the time comes for the formal acceptance
Chancee of acceptance of “Of it, they may think differently. I bave heard
Bettlement proposed. “indeed that some of them have decided to keep their

* waste lands, no matter what terms we offer for them, as it is plain that we

“ cannot by any possibility get water to our millions of bigabs in the rear,
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“ without cutting canals through their Jagirs; and they think that after form-
“ing a large canal establishment, and having as they suppose unlimited
“command of money, we will not stop in our career of improvement, even
“ though three-fourths of the profit of every work be diverted as it would be,
« from Government into the pocket of the Jagirdar. Those who are staking
« their estates on this card will probably soon be undeceived by the operation
« of the rule already in force, that they who will not contribute their quota to
i the canals, will have to remove to lands where there are no canals to contri-
« bute to; but if it be, as it is said, really an argument with any, it shows how
« bard they must be put, to find any equitable reason against the arrange-
« ment when they adopt one, which 1n plain English is little better than the
« avowal of an organised scheme of public plunder.”

119. To this wasadded the following yostscript —
L 4 * - L L ] L ]

“ With regard to the note® regarding letting those, whose lands
Remarks on Jagirs of : have been granted within twenty years, convert
Four Families. into perpetuity also not paying rent,} I am of opi-
) “ nion that if great care be taken that, improper peo-
“ ple are excluded, and that perpetuities so granted be only in favour of chiefs
“ of old families whose Jagirs may have been changed for others held pre-
¢ viously,and not new grants within twenty years, and if all pay to sepoys
“ and followers and for Civil offices be cut out, then, I think that the advan-
“ tages of an immediate and final settlement on so advantageous a basis of
“ the whole Jagir question, are so great as to make it worth while for Go-
“ vernment even to grant this, great as the alienation of land rent-free might
“be. It would too, I have no doubt, greatly facilitate the carrying into
“ effect the arrangement, as a great objection exists among these people to
“ holding land paying rent :—They would rather have small grants rent-free
“ than larger J{;lrs paying rent to Government.

“ As it may appear that there will be some difficulty in carrying out

“ the measure even if approved of, I would add (speaking of course only of
How to caloulate the - MY own Collectorate) that the amount of cultivated,
amount of cultivated land’ * land in any Jagir may be ascertained in a moment.
: “ I can test the truth of any Jagirdar’s rent roll pretty

* accurately, by referring to the account of hislast payments of ‘water-tax.
“ All therefore I should have to do, to see how 'much land he has cultivated,
“ would be to call for his Rent-Roll, and so test it ; then as the average
“ Government share of cultivated land, in this Collectorate is 4 Xasas of
“ bajri, 5 of wheat, barley, &c., spring crops, and 7 of rice,} and as bajri culti-
“ vation requires three times the land sown to give three fallows, wheat
“* half as much again, and rice one-tenth more than is under crop, all I should
‘““ have to do is to take the Rent-Roll, multiply the number of Kharwars of
* bajri, wheat, and rice therein detailed, by 15, 12 and 84 respectively, and
“ then multiply the product again by 4 for bajri, and for wheat add half, and
“ for rice add one-tenth of the product, which gives me the result required.

* The note related to the Jagirs of the Four Families,
* 4. ¢., without subjecting them to the payment of rent.
1 Per bigah.

Lof
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*“ cultivated land including fallows for each.
“ Bajri...100x15=1,500 x 4 = 6,000 bigahs.
* Wheat 100 x12=1,2004+600=1,800 ,,
“ Rice... 100 X 84=857} 4+ 85§=042¢

« Inthe district above Sehwan and at Shikarpur the averages of produce
“would be larger, but must be well known, and therefore the ascertaining the
“ amount of cultivated land by Rent-Roll equally simple.” .

120. 8ir Charles’ proposals with Captain Rathborne’s alter-
ations (in italics) will appear from the following extract :—

“(1) 18t Class— Of all Jagirs held uninterruptedly for 20 years previous-

Dratt Rules embodyi ly to the battle of Meani, or held under a solemn

Sir Charles’ scheme mng agreement not to resume, written in a Koran or Sanad,

Rathborne's suggestions. and not being to troops mow disbanded or of

N.B. Thealterations made  Civil Offices abolished, the cultivated land may be con-

:h“:‘f"":d’ :: shown in yerted into a rpetuity, on resignation of the un-
00% no cultivated land to Government.

“(2) 2nd Class— Of all Jagirs granted within 20 years of the battle of
« Meani, not being pay to troops now disbanded or of Civil O, abolished,
“ the cultivated land, after deducting the shares of sepoys and followers, may
“ be converted into & perpatuity on resignation of the uncultivated portion,
“ and on the payment of two annas a bigah in lieu of quarter share, to com-
“ mence from the death of the present holder if he be not liable to payment
“ of }th share, or at once, if the present holder be liable to the quarter share.®
“(8) Such Jagirs or portions of Jagirs as are in lieu of pay for Civil
« Offices now abolished or of troops disbanded, or to followers no longer enter-
“ tained or required for the service of Government, and all shares of parties
“ who have not made their Salams, to revert to the state at the death of the
« present owners, as they do under instructions regarding regramis in force
 ai present.
~ “(4) 1+ In future, regrants of Jagirs only to include in the regrant the
“ cultivated land, the uncultivated not to be regranted, and in cases of regrant
“ the rent to be 2 annas a bigah— the rule for all cases.

“The conversion into perpetuities to be perfectly optional with the
“ Jagirdar. If he pleases to accept the terms, he may; if he prefers continuing
“to hold the whole of his lands on the present tenure, he may do so too ; but
“ then ou his death, the waste lands and all Jagirs given in lieu m% y for
«“ Civil Offices now abolished, or troops and followers disbanded, wt %}N to

* This is put in the proclamation as follows:- “ And that on the decease of the present
holder his son should { 2 annas per bigah in lieu of } th share to Government, and thore
Jagirdars now puyinggz share for the regrant of their fathers’ Jagirs are to pay in lieu
thereof 2 annas per bigah. »

+ This meant that if ever uncultivated land was .regranted it would be liable to

Duanagi.
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“ Government; will be liable to *pay quarter share if regranted; and be treated
“ in all other respects on the footing of other. Jagirs as they stand at present.

“Note 1.+— Of course the Jagirdars would like very much if no quarter
. * share wag levied, but that is entirely a question asto the extent of property
*“ Government may be inclined to give up in perpetuity rent free.
“Note 2.— All lands not being pay of Civil Offices abolished or of troops
-« now disbanded of the members of the Four Families to whom His Excellency
« promised a remission of the ith share that is such of the Shahdadanz,
“ Shahwani, Khanani.and Manikani branches of the poor } tribe as are in
« possession of hereditary estates held §unquestionably uninterruptedly since
“ the days of Mir Fateh Ali or previously, to come under class 1st, irrespective
. “ of the gates of grants, in consideration of their rank, their having been already
. “ promised remission of the }th share, and the extent of land they will have
“ to resign.
* Finally all Jagirdars who may be granted lands in perpetuity are ab-
“ golved from Military Service, as the tenure of their tenement, and subject
“ only to any general demands for personal service in defence of the country,
“ receiving pay for such personal service.

« P. 8. Jagirdars whose lands Menowmmdbggmmmmak,ma
“ continue to have them so watered if they ) they will have to pay
“ annually, as they now do, their share of the clearances, ; as they will derive
“ mo advantage from mew works, so neither will they be called upon to pay
“ towards them.”||
121. On the 14ith of April 1847, the Secretary called upon the
- Sir Charles’ adds 3 more  t1Ye€ Collectors for their opinion, “ whether in
Rules and invites Callect- the proclamation about tobe published on
ors’ opinions. . e . .
the subject of Jagirs in 8ind, it would be
advisable to add the following rules.
Rule—*5. All Jagirs under 20 bigahs, if held by those who have no other

* The meaning is that, if the perpetual settlement be not accepted, the regrantees shall
have nevertheless to surrender their waste lands and be subject, as before, to the payment
of quarter produce which of course they could commute by paying 2 annas per bigah.

. +£hisnohintheaiginddmﬁof8ir0hule€momiﬁtedﬁomthemlmﬁnﬂly
issu

T In the proclamation the words are “ who are poor” ( Muflis ).

ﬁ§)§-§§) G—’ﬁ \‘59 are the words in the proclamation= without cavil or ques-
. oD.
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} This clause runs as follows in the ion- “ and from those who lhould.derive no

“ advantage from new canals no one will demand the expenses of canal clearance.
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“ land*® to be granted in perpetuity provided that they be not in the centre of
“ other Jagirs, but adjoin them.

Rule—“*6. No grant in perpetuity to exceed 50,000 bigahs.

Rule—“*7. All grants in perpetuity, failing of direct heirs, to revert to
“ Government.

Captain Rathborne's opi- 122. On the 20th April, Captain Rath-
nion. borne discussed Rules 5, 6, 7 as follows—

“T am of opinion that if the clause conferring perpetuities be to confirm
« grants of gardens, land cultivated on pucka wells, mango topes, and Huris or
“ plantations of fruit trees, Subz-bari or vegetable patches, and such like
“ small pieces of land held by small proprietors who cultivate them themselves,
“ (as I suppose it is), then I think the groposed rule No.5 will be most excellent,
‘“ and a great boon to a deserving and industrious class:— But patches how-
“ ever small, in the hands of Baluch paupers who neither cultivate themselves
“ nor assist any one else in cultivating, but just come down at harvest, and
“ take what they can'pick up in the scramble, these Jagirs I would not recom-
“ mend to be continued be they of what size they may.

“ Regarding Rule No. 6, I should certainly prefer not to see the limitation
“ to 50,000 bigahs made in the proclamation, because if the rule be adhered
“ to, of granting only cultivated lands, there are not three men who will have
“ estates over that amount in Sind, and not one whose estate will greatly
¢ exceed it, so that the limitation will exist in fact, though not laid down by
“law ; while I think laying down the rule in direct terms would afford a
“ handle to persons, whether Europeans or natives, opposed to this Govern-
“ ment, to descant on grasping policy, and a determination to curtail the estates
“ of the great Sirdars, when it is in fact the object to place landed property on
“ a strong and permanent foundation.

“Regarding the7th proposed rule, I would submit that, the effect of this would
“ be to establish the systemof entails, a system which has not been found to
« answer in Europe, and which would, I think, be destructive of improvement
“ in a country where every thing has to be done as in Sind. To have a landed
« proprietory body is, I think, most advantageous, but having once established
“ that, I am of opinion that the rest should be left to the natural course of
“ events. No one will sell probably as long as he is able and fit to perform the

. “ duties of a landlord, and no one will buy land except those who intend to

“ make the most of it. It appears therefore advisable to leave an opening to
“ enable the spendthrift who werely encumbers the land, to get rid of his
“ estate, and replace himself by one whose industry and talent may have al-
“ ready placed him in a fit position to perform the duties of a landlord with

* Rules 6 and 7 were finally omitted from the rules issued. In rule 5 after ¢land’
thewords “and actually cultivate such lands with their own hands” were inserted by Sir
Charles Napier afterwards.
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« effect ; while the power to sell will still put off the evil day with landed
« proprietors to the latest moment, and give them always the greatest possi-
“« g{:chance of retrieving their affairs, because it gives them the power of
“¢ mortgage, and so enables them on one part of their estates to raise money
“ to cultivate the other. And as to questions of policy relative to the defence
“ of the country, those who have the property will fight for it whoever they
“ be; and none the less that they have paid for it in hard cash. The purchasers
« of the national domains in France at the time of the Revolution shewed by
“ the sturdy way in which they fought for the retention of their purchases,
“ that to make one a staunch defender of property, it is not necessary it should
“ have come to the possessor by inheritance.

“ I would say, therefore, establish landed property on a sound basis, but
« having established it, take such measures as shall leave the possession in
« future open to all, instead of letting it stagnate in the hands of families,
“ long after those families have fallen to decay; give the means of the tree being
< retained in perpetual vigour, by the clearing away the dead snd rotten
“ branches, and affording facilities for new and vigorous shoots to sprout forth
“ in their place, a process nature unaided will carry out gradually without any
“ destructive convulsion, if left to itself and allowed to work unimpeded. It
“ appears to me further that this policy may be adopted with peculiar effect
“ in Sind, where the families, an opposite course would tend to bolster up,are
“ not the oldest but on the contrary the newest families in the country. It

"« would further tend, asthe partial abolition of entails did in England, to |

“ amalgamate the Baluch conquerors with the conquered, to do away with dis-
“ tinctions among the people where now all are subject ; and enable the Sam-
“ mahs and other Sindi descendants of the ancient possessors of the soil, to

“ regain by industry that position they lost by the Kalhora and Talpur
“ gwords.”

123. Sir Charles’ minute on this was as follows :

“ I entirely concur in all Captain Rathborne says about entails and their
“ results, but I do not see why the 7th rule shonld establish a system of entails,
“ nor do I see why it should prevent the sale of property. It merely gives the
“ Government the right whicE all other Governments possess of being heir to
“ that which has no legal claimant.. However, it has no very immediate bear-
“ing because Government will inevitably take such land as has no heirs.”

124. Captain Rathborne’s remarks with Sir Charles’ minute

Captain Goldney's opin-  WT® sent to Captains Goldney and Preedy
ion. for opinion. Captain Goldney considered the
gradual extinguishing of small holdings such as those contem-
plated by rule 5, more desirable than their continuance. He
wrote :

“] find Pathan families here clinging to a well or a small piece of

“ ground insufficient to furnish them with a bare subsistence, yet making this
“ an excuse for idleness. The subdivision of such plots will also be a continual
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“ gouroe of litigation. I am now preparing a Sanad dividi ainong' 6 sons jths
“ of a well and 30 bigahs.* ge= e .

“ The 6th and 7th clauses have my entire approval, and I'cdnfess that I
“ would rever willingly see any grant made °for life.’ ” (No. 643 dated 20th
April 1847). )

125. Captain Preedy stated that with i'egard to Rule 5, so far
Captain Preedysopinion. 88 his Collectorate was concerned, * no ad-
“ vantage would result from adding it in the proclamation, as with
“the exception of a few grants to religious mendicants, there were
“ no Jagirs of so small an extent as 20 bigahs.” Rule 6, he thought,
would give much dissatisfaction to some of the principal Jagir-
dars such as Khan Muhammad Talpur, Nawab Muhammad Khan,
Shahdad Jamali, and others, the extent of whose Jagirs varied
respectively from 95,000 to 2,99,000 bigahs, whereas not one-tenth
part of this land was cultivated.t Rule 7, he thought, it was
advisable to adopt. (No. 850, dated 21st April 1847).

126. The proclamation which was finally issued contain-

ed all the Rules and notes (except note 1) at
puir Obarles Napier & nage 78 as amended by Captain Rathborne,
gardiog Jagirs. and Ruleb of the 8 additional Rules, with
the amendment mentioned in the foot-note at page 74. The procla-
mation was translated in Persian, and forwarded for general pub-
lication to the three Collectors on the 7th June 1847. An English
copy of the Rules was also sent to each of them on the same date.

* Sir Charles’ pencil note was as followa: “ The division of emall farms into minute
« parts is the great objection made by the advocates of farms and large estates, but
¢ gince it became the law in France to subdivide Xrog:rty y the abolition of the law of
« primogeniture, that country has flourished beyond belief, and this improvement is chiefly

- ¢ aaoribed by the French to that law. It is known that when the heirs are oo numerous to

« profit by the division, they make it over to one who pays the others by instalments and
¢ they apply these shares to trades or professions for subsistence. I therefore think this
« ghould be our rule with one alteration but which alteration was my intent. I only wished

* « those poor men to hold their land in free-hold who cultivate it themselves.” is may

have been true when written, but further experience showed that sub-division leads to
much'indebtedness among the petty holders, and the French law had to be changed so as
to prevent sub-division below & certain point.

+ It was doubtless after reading this opinion that, Sir Charles wrote against RBale 6
in the original draft as follows :—“ Two oppose this. I do not alberm! opinion, bat I will
« not run the risk of affronting the great Jagirdars, so I give up No. 6.
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- 127. Onthe 28th June, Captain Rathborne solicited explana-
: o tion regarding two questions which had
edT‘;,;P:;g“‘“;,{l;;?;;’_,; arisen out of the proclamation. The
not absolute but determi; first was, whether the perpetuity granted
male heirs. ' under it was to bean absolute perpetuity,
capable of sale, mortgage, and transfer by will, or whether
it was only a grant for lives renewable for ever so long as there
should be any male heirs of the grantees existing, and incapable
of transfer by sale, will, or otherwise. He thought the omission
of Rule 7, implied that His Excellency intended ¢¢ these grants
* should be, as at first proposed, the absolute property of the
« grantees.” Thesecond point was, whether Jagirs granted within
20 years of the battle of Meani, not new grants but in exchange
for pthers, should be considered as dating from the time of the
original grant, or only from the time of the last exchange. He
instanced the Jagir of Ghulam Muhammad Khatian, but he was
unwilling to see the Rules so recently proclaimed, altered in any.
way, and therefore suggested- that special references should
be allowed. The Secretary replied (No. 1834, dated 30th June
1847) as follows :—-

“1. It isthe decision of His Excellency the Governor with reference
“ to the proclamation......that the perpetuity alluded to should extend only
“ until male heirs are extinct when the Jagirs would revert to Government.

“2. In reference to the second point you refer to, His Excellency agrees
“ with you that, the rule relating to Jagirs of 20 years’ standing should remain
“ as itis, future cases being made, when called for, subjects for special refer-
“ ence by Collectors.”
This reply was circulated to the other Collectors, for their
information and guidance.
128. The object of the proclamation was two-fold, to secure
_ the attachment of the Baluch Chiefs and
hg‘};{ft,:jo“’,dgn;"ww“’g“i; the old nobility, by giving them a heredi-
Charles. tary title,and at the same time to liberate
large areas of waste which they could not cultivate, for the

purpose of creating a class of agriculturists holding direct from

1847
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the Government. * My motives for this step” *wrote Sir Charles
Napier ¢ are that a host of poor ryots, hitherto slaves, not only
“ to the Amirs but to the Jagirdars will be enfranchised, and
“ enabled to live in comfort, if industrious ; and I know that the
“nobles can never be good or contented subjects, unless we give
‘ them public employment, and honour them. When civiliza-
“ tion advances, they will, under this’ system, find themselves
“ rich, and they will embark in mercantile pursuits and agri-
“ cultural improvements; because they will find their property
¢ safe, and need not, as heretofore, make thémselves formidable
« as Military Chiefs to retain it. But had I léft them in posses-
¢ gion of their enormous Jagirs, and their military tenures, and
“ their royalties, they would have always béen dangerous sub-
“ jects. We have now put them down as Military Chieftains,
““ and we can keep them down because of their semi-barbafism ;
 but, hereafter, we should find it very difficult to deal with their
“ more civilized sons, if they continued to hold such immense tracts
“ of land, which advancing civilization will change from wastes
“to fruitful possessions. Even under my system they will

" “ become very powerful, but I have established a counter check

“by opening a way to raise a race of independent farmers
“ attached to the Government. This is all I can mnow do for
“ Sind and its fine people.”

129. The new Rules made no provision for the transfer of shares,
although it appears ‘from 'the Secretary’s
Transfor of shares exe.  yotter No. 1337, dated 17th May 1847, to

cuted in the presence of
the Collector aljowed. the Collector' of Haidarabad, that such

transfer was allowed if executed in the presence of the Collector.
The case which elicited this remark, however, was that of three
brothers transfering their shares to a fourth brother.

¢ Vide.—Sir William Napier's “ Administration of 3ind,” Page 336,
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130. On the 2nd of July, Captain Rathborne suggested the in-
troduction of a compulsery registry by

. e Tt Jagirdars of all births of their male children,
heirs. in the Collector’s office to prevent fraud on
the part of supposititious heirs, as the perpetuity granted under
the new Rules only extended to the period during which there
might remain heirs male of the grantee. Sir Charles’ reply
cannot be traced in the files. The proposal of Captain Rath-
borne however, deserves mention, as it was probably the origin of
the register of heirs afterwards taken in hand by Major Goldsmid.

131. The petty sharers in Jagirs still continued to give trouble.

1847
July.

Such sharers often omitted to report the

,,;’o‘;':“d‘;tﬁf‘:i‘;ﬁ,x decease of their co-sharers holding on mili-
tary service, or of those who had made no
Salam. “ The only remedy for this” wrote Captain Rathborne
(No. 546, dated 29th June 1847) that strikes me is to affix so
“ heavy 4 penalty to this species of fraud, on discovery, as might
“ be calculated to deter sharers in Jagirs from attempting it.”
Sir Charles accordingly laid down (No. 1903, dated 5th July
1847) that on Jagirdars omitting to report the decease of
joint sharers in their Jagirs, the whole Jagir should lapse to
Government. He then invited Captain Rathborne’s opinion
“ ag to what time after the decease of the parties should be fixed
“ within which the above report should be made.”, He also
thought that rewards should be offered to informers in these cases.
Rowardto be ofired to O2Ptain Rathborne on the 8th July 1847,
informers, (No. 581) recommended 6 months as an
equitable limit, and thought the reward *might be fixed at a
s percentage of the amount recovered through the instrumenta-
“lity of the informer to Government,” and that taking the
analogy of the reward given on the discovery of debts due to the
late Amirs, it should be 12 per cent.

132. On receiving this reply, the Secretary forwarded the corres-
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pondence to the other Collectors, and issued the following Cir-
cular dated 12th July 1847.

« His Excellency has decided that when Jagirdars shall omit to report

coued by Sir the deaths of sharers in the Jagirs within six months

Chn?i:l:. 1ssued BY SIF «of such death, without assigning good reason for

“such omission, the whole Jagir shall revert to

« Qovernment, and any party giving information by which such omission

« having taken place may be proved, shall receive as reward 12 per cent. on
« the amount for one year so reverting to Government.”

133. On the 8rd August, Captain Rathborne asked, * whether

Penalty for falsification “any and if so what punishment should be
of boundaries and inclu- ¢ awarded to Jagirdars, who having a Sanad
sion of Ryoti land. “ for a certain area of ground which has
“ been measured out to them or a certain town land unmeasured,
« afterwards falsify the boundaries and include large portions
¢ of Government Ryoti land within them.” He wrote :—

“ The amount of fraud practised in this way is almost beyond conception.
“ To cheat Government in the matter of Jagirs by every means in their
« power, whether by bribery of Kardars or subornation of perjury by the
« Zamindars, seems by the Jagirdars of Sind to be hardly looked upon as
“ criminal. But this system of morality, or immorality rather, absolutely
“ requires a check and astrong one, or there will be no possibility of protecting
“ the rights of Government from the most serious encroachments, in a country,
“ where as in this, about $ths of the cultivated land is in Jagir.”

He then cited several telling instances of fraud, and stated
that as he had no funds at his disposal to pay measurers to go
out every year and check encroachments, the penalty of resuming

double the land encroached uf)on, should be fixed and rewards
allowed to informers.

‘ , 134, ‘The Secretary replied as follows
oy Charlos'Ruloon the 04, 2994, dated 27th August—

. «His Excellency the Governor requests that you will iive all publicity in
« your Collectorate that should it be hereafter discovered that, any Jagirdar
“ ghall include Government Ryoti land within his Jagir, land shall -be con-
« fiscated from his Jagirs to double the amount of that he has thus fraudu-
“ lently appropriated.

“This mild punishinent His Excellency agrees to, in the first instance,
“ but should it be found that the above malpractice is still continued, more
“ gerious steps will be adopted.
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. With the view to,aid in the discovery of such malpra.,ctices,, a reward
“ will be given to those parties instrumental in the detection of such frauds
“¢ to the extent of 12 per cent. on the first year’s rent of the land so recovered
“ by you.

“ This will be considered a standing order and should be entered in
« the Civil Order book.”

135. On the 1st of September Captain Rathborne, brought two
AroJagirs lisblo to be 1mporta.n1.; qlleSt.IOElS to th? Governor’s notice
attacher for debt ? What and solicited his instructions. These arose
ir:g:b::ﬁl:gil;?iagmn *  out of the caseof Mir Jahan Khan Talpur,

who had run inextricably into debt, and
were as follows ;:—

(1). * Are the Jagirs which the Government has accorded for the sub-
« gistence of the Baluch Sirdars and their retainers, liable to be attached for
“« debt.*

(2). * When a Baluch Sirdar has altogether out-run his means what is
“ to be done.”

136. As regards the first point, Captain Rathborne stated that

. Jagirs were not liable to attachment under
ﬁﬁé’ﬁ‘ nth(f‘;zgsbt(.)ig:,s the Amirs, or under the feudal system, and
that the result of now holding them so liable,

would be to throw the Jagirs into the hands of money-lenders, while
to allow their mortgage but not their sale would be to create
“ pauper landlords without the remedy, transfer by sale provides.”
On the next point Captain Rathborne thought the policy of im.
prisoning any one for debt was doubtful, * unless to compel him
“to give up hidden property,” that the incarceration of a Talpur
of the rank of Jahan Khan would be a very extreme measure,
that the greedy grasping creditors were no better than the reck-
less extravagant borrowers, but that nevertheless * there must be
some check to people getting into debt.” My own idea is,” he
continued, ¢ that the best wayin cases of this kind would be to
¢ leave the Jagirdar’s person free, attach any personal property
“ he might have,and place his Jagirs in the hands of trustees

* This &ueestion had been previously raised though in another form by Captain
l];?gd_y on 6th of June, in connection with Bhawal Khan’s Jagir in the Seﬁwm
vision.

1847
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‘““appointed by the Collector, then out of the produce of those
¢ Jagirs, award him what might appear a sufficiency for his
*“ maintenance annually, and apply the surplus, be it grest or
“small, for the liquidation of his debts, warning all that any who
“lent him money afterwards, would infallibly lose it.”

187. The Secretary, on the 6th September, replied on the first point

Sir Charles’ decision. ~ that,  Jagir land accorded by Government
““to Baluch Sirdars cannot be attached on account of the debts
“due by those Sirdars,” and on the second, that His Excellency
entirely coincided in opinion with Captain Rathborne as to the
best mode of proceeding *“ against Baluch Sirdars who like Mir
¢¢ Jahan Khan have altogether out-run their means.”

138. This order was the basis for the rules framed by Sir Bartle

- Frere on the same subject, and is the first
mmm?{,i';t'i’;'nfno‘;f o Jink in the chain of remedial measures
subject. adopted for the relief of Jagirdars which cul-
minated in the Sind Incumbered Estates Act of 1876,

139. It now only remains to state Sir Charles Napier’s views on

Succession to Jagirs.  the question of succession to Jagirs. He
had previously ruled that distant or collateral heirs should not be
allowed to succeed to Jagirs; and on the 30th June 1847, he
had further ruled that so long as a Jagirdar’s male heirs were alive,
no hereditary Jagir should lapse to Government. But only 5
days later we find the Secretary inviting the Collectors’ opinions
“relative to female heirs succeeding to Jagirs of deceased Jagir-
¢ darsin Sind in like manner as heirs male direct 'are now per-
“mitted to do.” ¢ His Excellency,” he informed them, “is of
« opinion that no difference should exist on this point between the
 rights of heirs male and female.” This question was not
definitely settled by Sir Charles, as he retired from the Govern-
ment in the end of September 1847. But the correspondence be-
sides showing his opinion regarding succession to Jagirs, indicates
the object and reason of the clause afterwards inserted in all Sanads
issued to hereditary Jagirdars limiting their succession to their
male heirs, and the principles upon which the Government has
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generally acted, of awarding pensions and subsistence allowances
to the female members of the family of a Jagirdar dying without
lineal male issue, and is on this account instructive.

140. The Secretary’s letter elicited the following reply from
Captain Rathborne (No. 589, dated 8th July 1847).

« ] am of opinion that it would be desirable to admit female descendants
Ceptain  Rathborne on “to0 inherit the Jagirs of those who earn a title to
female sucoession. “the consideration of Government by the surrender
« of their waste lands during li{e time ;* bug in respect of those who decline
r Charles’ . “to make this sacrifice, if sacrifice it can be called,
“ ;sfnt;ourse nol:,ol::di: ?o% “I think it would be very inexpedient to grant
“his or her title without the “them any more absolute property in their lands
“ "‘““‘d(‘g.“:i‘;"g pnds”  «than they possess at present, that is a tenure during
. gnec) = = “good behaviour and revertible to Government on
“the failure of heirs male.

«Tt is of the utmost importance to the interests of Government that the
-« uncultivated land should be surrendered as early as possible, and I think it
« therefore most desirable to connect every new boon granted to Jagirdars in
« Sind with the condition on their part of acceding to the new arrangements
“in respect of such lands. Those who prefer to keep to the old tenure for its
“ advantages should be made to submit to its disadvantages too. I would
“ not allow Jagirdars to combine the profits and sweets of the new and old
«gystem, and leave to Goverament only the loss and disadvantages attending
“both.”

141. Captain Preedy wrote as follows. (No. 655, dated 9th July
Captain Preedy onfemale 1847). The marginal annotations are those
Facosssion. made by Sir Charles Napier.

“Itis so contrary to the customs and ideas of Asiatics that females
 would “ should inherit p{loperty in the manner
, "(a) I would have no “heirs male direct.” “ propoged *(a) thatI am of opinion
:.{o'sl“llfi'“fm; f:qﬂ"‘fu;" ::?1:;::: (nate | «were such a.regulation to beI;ntro-
“ divide it.” “duced, the majority of our Jagirdars
.';{:);!g:tog::me Cldiih;'_mmlhm “would consider that we had injured
« think it contrary to the Lew.  However ¢ rather than conferred a benefit upon
“ghow the Law, it can be ascertained. But “them.
* we are not all Mahomedan.” “ Supposing their daughters ¥ (b)
' “to be married, they would, in the
“ abgsence of male heirs, be most thankful if their sons-in-law were permitted
: “to inherit their Jagirs,* (c) but if their
*(c)“Tam clear for both Hindoos and “daughters were unmarried most of
* Mahomedans leaving their Estates divided «them would prefer that their male

“ among their children.” “relations in the remotest degree® (c)

1847
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“ should inherit their property in preferenee to- sach- unmarried daughters.® (d)
“I would therefore beg to recommend

t;:(d) “ PM; an t:fe;tion and contrary to “that in the event of a Jagirdar dyin

“ te ¢ “ i i -
o Lo Gt Tl kit o0 Jleaving femalo heirs only, thas i
‘ ours. It is universally approved of, I believe. the daughters are murried the sons-in-
“ I think it divides the estateequally among ** law should succeed to the property;
* the children. “but if the daughters are unmarried,

« Since writing the above I have heard that ° that a life pension equal to } or § of
“ the Code Napoleon divides the estates among  *“ the proceeds of the Jagir after deduct-

»*all the children. I was sure of this because «jng expenses for collection, &c., should

“ I had in my own person experieace of it. ”
“ The law of primogeniture was dune away “be conferred on them.

“ with in France, and the country hasflourished
‘ far better ever since.”
(Signed) C. N.

142. Captain Goldney’s opinion
Captain Goldney on female succession. was as follows—(No. 1043, dated
12th July 1847).

“I beg leave with deference to state for the information of His Excellency
“ the Governor of Sind, ny opinion that female heirs should not succeed to
« Jagirs of their fathers deceased.

“By the Mussulman Law® (a)a daughter is entitled to only half the

. “share of @ son. This would point to

*(a) ly. Ift . .
ooy e i beris witoe Sho Tither choosss to *OUT resuming one half the Jagirs

::::hi;t away fr&mﬂ:l:e l:o:;o?;rilm :;lelnim “« w‘hére :10 aclm survnéas(.1 the danghte
g to say “Bav b e same Code the dau r
which I think bad. g receiving one-half of her father'sgpro-
« Ferty, is compelled to cede the other half to her uncle, or cousin, if her father
“leave a brother or nephew. It is very improbable that a Mussulman will
“often die without either son, brother
: “or nephews, and the Jagir if divided
“ as above would be half alienated from the family of the original grantee.* (b)

*(c)  This is the new Law in France and “ Again all daughters, share alike ; *(c)
has enriched the State inan extraordinary “ thus the Jagir would in many instances
degree. To me it appears very désirable, “be further subdivided ; and as the sons
“of each daughter would claim the shares of their mother, the property would

*(d) “So far from becoming valueless :: be frittered away until it became
it increases its value very much. I speak from “ valueless.* (d)
the experience they have in France and I “But I think it would be a very
believe Belgium also. « gracious act of Government, in cases
“ where it be ascertained that the daughters of the deceased really do require

* () “ I would leave the whole thing to the * assistance, to settle upon them for life
father.” “such portion of the grant as the
“circumstances of the case may demand.* (¢)

“In the above I have assumed that the Jagirdar leaves no son, and I am
“informed where such was the case, the late Government sometimes, where the
“ famiLydwas of consequence, did allow a portion of the Jagir for the support of
“the ladies.

® (b) “ So much the better inmy opinion.
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“ But in case of there being a som, or sons as well as daughters, I do not

“ think the latter should succeed*® (f) because the habits of the people enjoin the
® (f) 1 think if we eatail estates we shall “ support of their sisters until marriage,
ruin the country.” “ when of course the husbands are bound
“to provide for them, and the present holders of grants would prefer that the
* (9) “I do not ses how it can refer to their “Jﬂg?ﬂ' B.Wd.beentade WWCW
institations, because the Jagirs were not pro-  * both with a view to the stability of the
gy by these institutions. Allbelonged to *“family and as consistent with their

“ancient institutions.* (g)
“ If the daughters, where there be sons, succeeded to their shares of the
*(A) No, why should is 71t doss not dosein  “ Jagir, they would on marriage convey

or “ their portions to other families eausing
endless disputes and inconvenience.”® (k)

143. Bir Charles did not do anything further in connection
with this correspondence until the 11th of September. On that
date the Secretary forwarded the above letters “ with the pencil
“ remarks of His Excellency the Governor thereon” to the Col-

Ovinions favited on the above anmotations. ~1€CtOT Of Shikarpur with a re-
quest to report mpon these re.
marks, and fo pass on the letters to the Collector of Haidarabad,

“ requesting bim in like manner to send them on to the Collec-
tor of Karachi”.

144. On the 19th September the Collector of Shikarpur
reported as follows :—

“ My opinion was stated with equal reference to the rights and interests
Coptain Goldney's re- “ of Government, as to those of the Jagirdars, consi-
P “ dering that the whole machinery of the old feudal

“tenure hinges upon the forfeiture of the Jagir by
“ failure of heirs male.

“The structure of European society and the position and education of
“women, in Europe, differs so widely from that in the East, that a father will
“sgeldom, if left to himself, divide his lands among male and female children
~alike. Nor with so good aresult to the girls if he do so; because they are
* almost invariably wives at a tender age, and their habits of seclusion prevent
“their managing their own estates.

“ As widows even, their relations assume the power of disposing of them
“in a second marriage, if not too old. Mahomed’s wife was, I think, a richly
“dowered widow, no longer young; and his descendants still, by the female
“line, inherit not property but blood. There were three Caliphs before Ally,
“ Mahomed’s son-in-law.

1847
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“As an additional inducement to Jagirdars to surrender their waste lands,
“it may be advisable to confirm half the succession to female heirs, but ¥

. “ regpectfully beg to offer my opinion, that this is as much as can be conceded

“with due regard to the circumstances under which the great majority of the
“ Jagirs have been confirmed by this Government or originally granted by the
“ former.

“My opinion of the Jagirdars as a body forbids any hope that they would;
“by subdividing their lands, form a valuable and industrious body of small

“land holders ; because at present, great or small, they usually give over their

“ shares to contractors in preference to farming or superintending themselves.”
145. 8ir Charles left 8ind in the beginning of October, and it
] ' was not until October 19th, that Captain
Ceptain Rethboraes remarks.  Rathborne sent his remarks. He wrote
as follows :—

“My own recommendation as regards the indulgence of allowing Jagirs to
“descend to females, merely went to the extent of allowing them to descend,
“on certain conditions, in the event of there being no heir male.” .

146. The Collector of Karachi made no remarks, but simply
transmitted the original letters to the
Close of correspondence:  Becretary on October 27th, 1847, It does
not appear from the records whether any further action was taken
in regard to this subject after the departure of Sir Charles Napier.
Rivision of Tagir lists by 147. Before Sir Charles left, the Jagir
CaptainStack. lists in the Haiderabad Collectorate had been
considerably revised.

148, As early as March 1846, Captain Stack had been
directed by Captain Rathborne, to perform this task in addition
to his other Revenue and judicial duties.  Between that date and
September 1847, Captain Stack went over 185 cases of Jagir
grants under which 28,28,624 bigabs of land were alienated. In
the settlement of these cases 20,81,700 Bigahs were regranted or

' continued to 469 individuals, generally on

Hts resalta. new Sanads sealed and signed by S8ir
Charles Napier, which showed exactly the quantity of land held by
each individual sharer. 7,46,924 bigahs were during this investi-
gation recovered on account of Government.
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149. This revision was carried on in the following manner.
Captain Stack prepared a memo. of each case after going over all
the back grants and Sanads relating to the family, and obtaining
information on requisite points from the local officers in the
districts where the lands lay, or viva voce from any person he
thought it necessary to summon, This
memo. he laid personally before the Col-
lector, who then gave his verbal orders regarding it. New Sanads
when required were forwarded to Sir Charles Napier, with a letter
which merely detailed the settlement come to in the case, but to
it were attached the original Sanads of the Amirs, showing the
grants to the family and any other documents bearing on this
point. The new Sanads were generally sealed and returned with-
out question, the Governor being either satisfied from an exami.
nation in the office of the Secretary of the documents accompany-
ing them, that the decision was rightly come to, or trusting to
the officers who, he knew, had enquired into the case.

- . Its method.

150. In addition to the investigating into particular cases
and settling the shares of different individuals in joint holdings
made necessary by the direction issued by Sir Charles in his
No. 931, dated 22nd April 1846, to the effect that separate Sanads

should be made out for each of the sharers

Rolls prepared. ina common grant, rolls of all Jagirs

were in the Haidarabad: District during

this period made in Persian and Bnglish, the quauntity of
land held by each grantee was ascertained or estimated, and a
system of report in cases of casualty brought into use. No
attempt was, however, as yet made to value the alienated land, as
the small establishment allowed to Captain Stack had no leisure
for such a work, without giving up what was at that time a more
important duty, the investigating the correctness of the different

claims. (Stack’s report to the Commissioner No. 10, dated 22nd -

February 1853).
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151. The measurement of Jagirs had not been neglected
during Sir Charles’ administration. A great
portion of the Jagir land had been measured
in the Mirs’ time, specially the portion situated in Mir Nasir
Khan’s share of the country. In the Karachi Collectorate, Cap-
tain Preedy had employed native measurers in 1845-46, and nearly,
completed the measurement of Jagirs. On all regrants of Jagirs
measurements were scrupulously made—the bigah used being
that which had been employed in first granting them. There
was, however, no regular survey on scientific principles,*

Barvey of Jagirs.

152. The internal economy of Jagirs was not much dis.
turbed by the Revenue Regulations introduced by Sir Charles
N apler. The shares of produce enjoyed by J agtrdars were those

Internal economy of  Prevailing in the Mirs’ time.t The Jagirdar,
Jagirs. according to Captain Rathborne, was “ not
the owner of theland, but only the representative of Government
in its revenue rights as regards the land in question.” He was,
however, at liberty to make his own arrangements and fix his
own terms for the cultivation of waste land.

* Vide Collectors’ replies to Mr. Pringle’s queries referred to in the next Section.

4+ In the Mirs’ time cash rents were taken on “ vegetable and garden ground and sugar-
cane fields” which were called ¢ Dhal ka Zamin.' On other lands the Government share was
generally taken in kind, either by way of Batai (division of crops) or by way of Kasagi (ie., by
the levy of a fixed number of Kasas (a grain measure) per bigah.) The limits of the demands
of Government officers were fixed by the Rakab or Pargana rent-rate, furnished to every Par-
gana at the Batai season and drawn out acoording to ancient usage and accounts ;—but & host
of unauthorized exactions were levied uuder the general name of ‘ Batai Kalam.” In Chanduka
where the old Hindu land tenures appear to have prevailed, tenants were allowed to commute
Kasagi into cash rents an the basis of the average price of corn for a given peried.
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Skcrion IIL

JAGIR INQUIRY UNDER MR. PRINGLE,
OCTOBER 1847—JANUARY 185l.

153, 8ir Charles Napier left Karachi on the 1st October 1847,

and on this date Mr. Pringle took over

Nooperiaro of SirCbarle®  oharge of the Civil Administration of

Sind.

154. On the 18th September 1846, the Governor General had

) _ recommended to the Court of Directors

the"“m&“; m‘:ng that after the retirement of Sir Charles

e B gpponiment of Napier, Sind should be annexed to the

sioner. Bombay Presidency, and placed under a

Commissioner, and this recommendation had been adopted. The

ablest Civilian in the Presidency was to be appointed to this

post, and the selection of the Bombay Government fell upon
Mr. Pringle, their Chief Secretary.

155. His instructions were : *“ 1st, to conduct the Government on
Mr. Pringle’s instructions.  *° its present footing, and 2ndly, to collect
¢ the fullest possible information relative to the present condi-
* tion of the Province, and the system of Administration now in
¢ force, to serve as a guide in hereafter determining on the future
“ plan of Government.”* The Governor General having re-
quested the Governor of Bombay to pay a visit to Sind, after its
annexation to the Bombay Presidency, Mr. Pringle was further
directed to obtain, in the first instance, information upon all
important points of Administration “in sach a general way as
“ would supply the Hon’ble the Governor of Bombay with suffi-

“cient data to form a judgment respecting them’ during his
visit.

* Letter of Bombay Government No, 3463, dated 15th September 1847,

1847
Oct.



1847

90

156. Mr. Pringle accordingly utilized the time during which he
was Sir Charles Napier’s guest, before taking
e P f‘a‘;ﬁ;’ first roport  over charge, to obtain as much information
as he could regarding the Revenue of S8ind,
the adwministration of Civil and Criminal Justice, Police, Political
affairs, Finance, and Appointments, and embodied it in a letter
which he submitted to the Bombay Government on the very
day he assumed charge of the Province. In this hastily-prepared
document he stated infer alia with regard to Jagirs that there
was a considerable quantity of land under life alienation, but
little under hereditary alienation. ¢ The grants,” he added, *“ are
“ almost entirely personal, few or mone religious or charitable,
‘¢ and none for district or village service, There are no money
‘ assignments on the revenue.”

157. He was however himself aware that this was a very
superficial view of the question, so in order
to collect detailed and exact information he
drew up sets of queries which were for-
warded to the Collectors on October 9th. But as full details
have been given with regard to the Jagir system under Sir
Charles Napier, the Collectors’ rephes need not be here summa-
rised.

158. From a petition sent by Pir Makhdum Ganj Bakhsh the

Commissioner first learned that, in the Shi-

th}‘l}-,;{}c‘;g‘:,p‘;g}j;}‘g karpur District, Jagirdars were liable « fo.r a

from Jagirdars & propor & proportion of the expenses of the Establish-
Revenue establishmentin ¢ ment kept up by Government for the
thoshikarpurollectorate. management of the districts in which the
« grant lay.” Captain Goldney in his No. 1538, dated 31st Octo-
ber affirmed the existence of this practice, and stated that
as the Jagirdars were exempt from Military duty this was a light
impost.

159. On the 22nd of December, Mr. Pringle inquired whe—
ther the same practice prevailed in the other Collectorates,

Asks Collectors to an-
swer certain queries.
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Captain Preedy replied in the negative, while Captain Rathborne
wrote as follows :—

“ In the Mirs’ time no such charge as that spoken of by the Collector
“ of Shikarpur was made, and till the new Revenue Regulation® came out, our
“ instructions were to follow the customs of the Mirs’ time. In the new Revenue
“ Regulation the pay of Parganah Establishment was directed to be provided
“ for by a percentage levied in addition to the assessment, and obviously
“ therefore there was nothing to charge under them on lands whereon no
“ assessment was levied.”

Mr. Pringle therefore wrote to the Collector of Shikarpur to
‘discontinue the practice (No. 12 dated 3rd January 1848).

160. On the 31st December 1847, Mr. Pringle forwarded all the

. informationt he had collected with a report
wﬁ';,}’}';ﬂ:’gﬁ;";,‘; of his own to the Bombay Government. In
gestions. the 9th paragraph of this report Mr. Pringle
dealt with alienated land, in Jagir, which he said was estimated
atabout %th of the Government land, but only a small proportion
of which was cultivated. He wrote:—

“ The alienations were chiefly for Civil or Military service, and in form
“ are resumable at pleasure. Practically, however, a considerable portion of
“ them held by families or individuals entitled to consideration were re-
“ granted wholly or partially to their heirs, and this practice has been con-
“ tinued} since we got the country, at the discretion of the Government. All
“ who made their submission within a given date were admitted to an inves-
“ tigation of their titles, which has been accomplished in regard to most of
“ them, and their rights settled according to the result. It would be desira-
“ ble now to fix a definite period beyond which no further investigation into
“ titles, &c., could be gone into, except under special and peculiar circum-
* stances. I should anticipate thata large portion of the alienated land would
* eventually revert to Government, but, the right of resumption should be
“ exercised with caution and consideration.”

161. It may be here noted that the resumption of grantsin lieu
Practice under Sz  Of pay forservice on the death of the parties
Charles Napierstillcon-  went on asusual after Sir Charles Napier’s
departure. As earlyas October 30th, Captain

* No. 24 of March 1846, issued by Sir Charles.

+ This is all to be fournd in a bound file called* Commissioner’s Report on the condi-
tion and mode of Administration in Sind.”

I In his No. 402, dated 22nd April 1850, Captain Rathborne said * Jagirs granted
“to Sirdars on theimplied terms of Military service generally are not resumable, only the
“ shares of troops and followers disbanded are resumable.”
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Rathborne had inquired whether the cases as they occurred
should be specially reported, or the resumptions made as before,
as a matter of course, and Mr. Pringle had replied (No. 8325,
dated November 4th, 1847) : ¢ The practice in force under the
“ Government of Sir Charles Napier may until further orders
*“ be continued.”

162. On the 12th of January 1848, the Collector of Shikarpur
referring to Sir Charles’ letter No. 215 dated
th:‘w;gl:, sbolishes  30th January 1846, wrote as follows *I have
e Collectorate, of «hitherto called on grantees to furnish mount-
Jaswdm for c:;lpemms * ed men during the canal clearances, such
¢ being absolutely required to keep the work-
 men together, and also to communicate with the various works
¢ under the Executive Canal Officer. The levy of these horsemen
“ is a legitimate imposition, and looking at the original tenures
“ of their grants an appropriate one.” He laid great stress on
the benefit derived by the Jagirdars themselves from such contri-
butions, and asked whether they should be continued.

163. Mr. Pringle on the 19th January 1848 (No. 127) pointed
out that Sir Charles’ order only sanctioned the levy of 8 horse-
men, and that the relinquishment of these could not occasion any
great inconvenience. * As it is not fitting” he continued ¢ that
“ Jagir holders should be subject to any demands in your Collec-
 torate that are mot in force in the rest ‘of the Province,
“ the requisition for the purpose referred to in your letter should
“be discontinued.”

164. On the 7th of February, the Collector of Haidarabad in his
No. 144 inquired whether remissions should

edmmmbep:l;?:g not be granted to Jagirdars liable to pay
Duanagi under certain  twoannasabigah in case of heavy casual-
ties. Mr. Pringle, in his reply No. 677 dated

the 17th of March considered the quit rent very moderate, and
presumed that the profitsof ordinary years at such a rate would
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ocover any losses in those which were less favorable. He, however,

wrote :—

“ But viewing the moderateness of the rate rather as a concession to the
“ heirs of the Jagirdars, with a view to recouciling them tothe payment of
* assessment on the land, and mitigating what might appear to them the
“ harshness of a rigid enforcement of the right of resumption to itsfull extent,
¢ the Commissioner is disposed to adopt your recommendation, and therefore
“ authorizes you to grant remissions in seasons when the land is totally unpro-
“ ductive, to the extent to which it is held to be productive in rating the
* assessment ‘for ordinary seasons.”

This reply was circulated to all the other Collectors for

guidance.
165. On the 10th of March Captain Stack while absent on leave

Capt. Stack’s Memorandum. at Bombay drew up at the request of the

Bombay Government a long memorandum regarding the Sind Jagirs.

This memorandum which has already been frequently quoted
formed the basis of the Jagir inquiry later on. It ishere only
necessary to extract two paragraphs, Nos. 23 and 24, which
show why the settlement offered by Sir Charles Napier in 1847

was not accepted by the Jagirdars.

“ It will be remarked that in this offer, the present holders (unless in
Why Sir Charles’ pro- “ the cases of regrant from casualty since the war,
posed settlement wa3 not “ that is, those mow paying } share) gain nothing.
accepted. . “ The profit is prospective to their heirs, who would
“ all have a more permanent title to the land, and when their lands come
“ under the 1st class, would get off the payment of the two annas a bigah rent.
“ Up to the time I left Haidarabad (21st February last) no individual had
“ accepted the offer, though in two or three instances it had been under dis-
“ cussion. One was that of the largest Jagirdar in the Haidarabad Collec-
“ torate, Mir Ali Bakhsh Talpur Shahwani. He has nearly 4} lacs of bigahs
“ of Jagir, is the head of one of the Four Great Families, and as he hasnow to
“ pay 1 share, his father having been killed at the battle of Meani, he would
*« gain directly and indirectly by accepting the new terms offered.

“ The proclamation offering the new terms states that no waste lands
“ will be hereafter regranted on any terms to sons, &c., that is land not cultivated
“ must revert to the State on the death of the present holder. But since the
¢ proclamation, though many sharers in Jagirs in the Haidarabad Collec-
« torate have died, and many Jagir caseshave been settled, there has been
“ no instance of a regrant to sons. The Jagirs were all of the smaller kind,
*“ given instead of pay and therefore not regrantable. It is possible thatif the
« %laluchis saw the uncultivated lands taken from the sons of their brethren,
*and the sons obliged to pay in addition two annas per bigah on what was
“ left, they might be more ready to accept the offer.’ 4
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166. Bhortly after this memorandum was written, the Nizamani
o tribe * the most influential after the Talpur

thort wieh o S¥pteee tribein Sind” begged to be admitted to the
settlement. benefit of this settlement, (vide Captain Rath-
borne’s No. 458, dated 17th April 1848,) and, according to the same
authority, others did not come forward, ¢ because that offer not
“ having been accepted it was believed that Government was no
“ longer prepared to grant perpetuities on the terms proposed.”
(Captain Rathborne’s No. 402, dated 2nd April 1850, para. 15).

167. It was in the month of April that Sir George Clerk, Governor
Sir George CleciidiNlRe of Bombay, paid a visit to Sind. On the 24th
to Sind and his minute.  April His Excellency drew up a long minute
in which he devoted 20 paragraphs (11 to 29)
to the Jagir system in Sind. As these paragraphs were afterwards
embodied on an official letter No. 4205, from the Government of
Bombay in October 11th, 1848, which will be found quoted
in extenso further on (pages 96 to 102), it is unnecessary to repro-
duce them in this place.

Jagivs grantol SETRE 168. On the 13th of July, the Secretary to
visions for families not the Bombay Government issued the follow-
Pt ko itr of “thy ing Circular in the Political Department to
grantee. the Commissioner. )

“I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to
“inform you that in the case of grants by Government of Jagirs as provisions
“for families, existing incumbents will be held incapable of charging the
“ estates with debts beyond their own lives, whether they, revert to the State
“or to individuals.”

This Circular was communicated to the three Collectors and
the Judge Advocate General, Civil Department, on the 28th of
July. :

169. On the 9th of September the Government of Bombay

_ transmitted to the Commissioner copy of a

Doubts rogarding logal - despatch No. 3 dated 21st June 1848, in the
f&':bggm‘kggg]:go;g Legislative Department from the Court of
however declared not ap- Direetors to the Government of India, in

plicable to Sind which they ruled that the factof a province
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being made subject to a Presidency was the only mode of
annexing it, that no formal declaration was necessary, and that
Sind therefore had been legally annexed to the Bombay Pre-
sidency. In the last para., the Directors answered the question
put by the Government of India as to whether the regulations
in force in the Bombay Presidency were by the annexation of
Sind extended to that Province. * We have no hesitation” they
wrote “in expressing our opinion that.the regulations of a Presi-
“dency are not mecessarily applicable to any Province newly
“ annexed to it; at what period and to what extent they may be so
“ applied is in the discretion of the Government. The general
“tenor of our instructions, with reference to reccently acquired
¢ provinces, shows that we consider it inexpedient to apply to
‘ them indiscriminately and without measures of a preparatory
“ nature, a system of administration adopted to countries which
“ have long enjoyed the advantages of regular Government.”

170 On the same date the Government of India in their No. 38,
Government of India Secret Department, communicated their ge-
Lge;lggem,gf,g‘;nd";‘;;%‘: neral approval of the .views set forth in
Jagir enquiry. Sir George Clerk’s minute to the Bombay
Government, and requested them to proceed forthwith to institute
the various enquiries therein recommended, and to organize such
a system of administration as might appear best adopted to the
eondition of the Province.

171. ‘A copy of the letter of the Government of India was sent to

Bombay Government (e Commissioner on the 11th October with
give instructions forsuch g Jetter No. 4204 by the Bombay Government,
o who also on the same date addressed the
folowing important letter to the Commissioner :—

1848
Sept.



1848
Oct.

96
No. 4205 or 1848.
From
A. MALET, EsQUIRE, -
Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay.
To

R. K. PRINGLE, EsQUIRE,
Commissioner in Sind.

PoLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Dated Bombay, 11th October 1848.

“In continuation of my letter of this date No. 4204, I am directed by
“the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to communicate to.you such
“ observations and instructions as appear to be called for, with reference to
“ your comnmunication of the 31st December last, No. 3880, on the administra-
“ tion of the affairs of Sind.

2. “In the 9th para. of your letter it is stated, that “ the land alienated in
“ Jagir is estimated at about yth of the Government land.” This appears to
“Government to be a very loose estimate, but even if any approximation to the
“actual extent of Jagirs as compared with Government land bad been made,
“still such approximation wouk{ by no means, have enabled Government to
*“judge of tﬁeir relative value, since in Sind, this not
Exact information as to “only depends on the absolute quality of the lands
"“:&"‘l:zs‘“d value of alie-  « themselves (culturable, rocky, or desert), but on the
m necousATy.: “facility with which they can be touched by the waters
“of the Indus or its offsets. From appendix B accompanying your letter of
“ the 31st December last, it appears tgat Captain Rathgome, the Collector of
“ Haidarabad, estimates about forty per cent. of the cultivated land in his Col-
“lectorate, to be Jagir.

3. “If this estimate be correct, and applicable to the other Collectorates in
“8ind, it will be requisite that you should correctly ascertain: 1st, the circum-
“stances under which these alienations subsequent to

_UN:ISI' what dm“_mmam “ the conquest of that province, have been recognized
pliena many m‘aﬁ per- . by the British Government, 2ndly, what portion of
manent. - “ them is likely to be permanently alienated from the
“ State, and 3rdly, the circumstances under, and the

“mode in which the remainder will hereafter form a portion of State revenues.

4. “It would appear that under the general term ‘Jagir,’ as used b

“ authorities in Sind, grants are included, which in other countries have eac
“a name peculiar to, and denoting, the object for which it has been made.
. . “ Hence in Sind the chief who was required to muster
« }gﬂ'in Sing. & of «his thousands of armed retainers, the Civil Officer
“who was paid in land for the performance of public
“ duties, the pensioned devotee, the menial who enjoyed his land for domestic
“gervices, and the courtier who in the freak of the moment obtained & grant,

“were all enrolled under the name of Jagirdar. :
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5. “On the conquest of Sind all alienated lands were confirmed to those
“who, within & given period, tendered their submission, whatever the object
. “or origin of the grants may have been, and the
hmnéa:;n;t"wd “ holders were relieved from all conditions or expendi-
“ture attached to the tenure, and not only were the
“ chiefs allowed to dispense with furnishing armed retainers for service, but,
“in the extensive tracts comprised in the Jagirs over which their jurisdiction
“ extended, Government voluntarily undertook the burden of Police manage-
“ ment and the administration of Civil and Criminal justice. It is stated in
“your report of the 1st October No. 2408 of 1847, that no lists on which
“ entire dependence can be placed, were taken of these Jagirdars at the time,
“but that ‘ their names were hastily’ taken down by Sir Charles Napier’s
“ Munshi. If the Munshi alluded to was Akbarali, and the memorandum was
“ left for any time in his possession, the entries in it cannot, in the opinion of
“ Government, be considered trustworthy.

6. “The lands which were held in lieu of pay by the Civil Officers of the
“ former Government, appear to have been continued
“to them without any service whatever being required
“in return, and in cases where parties holding such
“ grants have been employed by Government, they have been eé)a.id in grain
“or cash to the same extent as they would have been entitled, if they had
“not enjoyed those lands.

Continuance of land held
in lieu of pay.

7. “Major Goldney who from September 1843, has held the appointment

“ of Collector of Shikarpur, and from the July preceding had been employed

Wore there e “as a revenue officer in Sind, has in Appendix B to

Ralea ! 80y 99T« your report of the 31st December last, submitted a

“get of rules according to which, as he states, the

« Jagirs in his Collectorate have been dealt with. In reference, however, to

“ these rules you observe in the 9th para. of your report: “ this I am led to

*“ believe is rather what was under consideration than what has been actually

“introduced,” aud you also state that the investigation of the titles of most
“of the Jagirdars has been made and their rights settled.

“With reference to thisintimation, you are requested to state: 1st, on what
‘“principles and by what (rules this settlement has
How has the Settlement “heen made ? 2ndly, what steps have been’ adopted
mf;d:&hﬁ? the people ;‘for cafr{ing out those principles and rules? and
3rdly whether the arrangement finally determined
“on was carried out in such a manner as to satisfy the people that it was
“determined on not from any avidity on the part of Government for new
“acquisitions, but in vindication alone of its own just and lawful rights?
“ Government considers that these points embrace subjects of the utmost im-
“ portance, and you are requested to furnish the above information at your
“ earliest convenience,

8. “Sir George Clerk when in Sind in the early part of the present year,
“ was, in reply to a call which he directed to be made upon your Assistant,
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“ Captain Brown, as to the general princiEles which have guided the several
“ Collectors in their mode of procedure, informed,
No defined regulations “that no defined regulations were framed by Sir
framed by 8ir Charles «Charles Napier. Cg:;)tain Brown, however at the
Napier. “ game time, furnished a few extracts from some cor-
“ respondence which had passed on tbe subject, and from these, elucidated by
“ enquiries made from Lieutenant Stack, an iutelligent Deputy Collector
Rales and practice under “ ((e)m;lwloyed on Jagir sett(liemﬁnts ill: t.l}e“]:[aidarabrd
g . ting . Collectorate, it appeared that the following rules
&'&T&&g u “have from time pto time, been in force ing Sind. -
“Some of these rules being deducible from practice,

“ others having been formally established,

1. “In cases, in which it could be traced that, lands had been granted

: “ conditional on the keeping up armed followers, a

MRntle requIns hnd‘sr::& “ resumption was at once made proportionate to the

or keeping up oG ity which had been assigned for the support
lmi- | quantity whic gn po!

fftlk;m:;% vices, " «of those followers, except in cases in whicg.the

“names of the followers were ascertainable from the

. “records, when these portions of land were continued to them for life, all

“ Jagirs which had been granted as pay for personal, military, and Civil services,
“ being resumable at the death of present incumbents.
2ndly. “That until about the close of the year 1845, on the succession of the
o “first heir to any Jagir held hereditarily, however
Imposition of chowth on - «gncient the grant, and over and above the deduction
regran “already made on account of military retainers, a tax
“in perpetuity of one-fourth of the Jagirdar's revenue from the remaining
“ estate was imp
3rdly. “From the close of the year 1845, and up to-March 1847, the rule for
o “the exaction of the } of the Jagirdar's revenue
Its substitution by Duaoagl,  « coq50d, and in lieu thereof a tax of two annasa
“bigah was imposed on the whole of the lands com-
« prised in Jagir, unless the incumbent preferred abandoaing a portion of the
«“estate, and
« Lastly—Subsequently to March 1847 the last mentioned rule has been
. “ abrogated, it having been ‘determined that on all
Resumption of waste land.  « fy;tyre demises, a tax of two annas per bigah should
“be exacted on the cultivated and fallow in rotation, and that the uncul-
“tivated and waste lands should be wholly resumed.

9. “These rules it would seem are held to be applicable not only to Jagirs
The sbove ralesapplicab “ where the tenure is vested in one person, but also to
to frastional sh "“ﬂg,m “all fractional shares of a Jagir where the partners
“agre several. Thus one share of 4 Jagir held as a
“joint estate may on the demise of the partner, either lapse to Government,
“or be continued to his heir, subject to t{:e tax of one-fourth, or be subject to
“ the imposition of two annas a bigah on cultivated, fallow, uncultivated, and
“waste, or the uncultivated and waste portions may be resumed, and the
“ balance continued, subject to the tax of two annas a bigah ; these conditions
“varying with the time at which the demise may have taken place,
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10. “The practical working of this system is exemplified in the following

Remarks on the practioal ° iMaginary case of J. a.%r held hereditarily and in
working of the rules. Their “equal portions by A,B,C, and D. D died before
vexatiouness. “the close of the year 1843, of his share of the annual
“ revenues, }th is to be taken as a tax. Ashowever, divisions of land among the
* co-partners in a Jagir were not recognised, the realization of the tax on D’s
* fourth share is ensured by Government officials proceeding annually to take
“summary possession of the whole of the grain produced in the Jagir, in order
“that they may recover therefrom, the one-sixteenth of the Jagirdar's
“share (say one-sixteenth of a third or fourth of the gross produce) which has
*“ become the property of Government, and as if this vexatious procedure were
*“ deemed insufficient, not only is the heir of D compelled, but A B and C also,
“ to bear relative proportions of the expense attendant on the sequestration and
“ partition by Government of the whole of the cropa.

- 11. “The above arrangement, it however appears, has been intended to be
Lo “adopted as a temporary exi)edient only, it bein
Their stringency. “contemplated that eventually the one-sixteent
“ghare sgall be obtained by measuring.off a quantit
“of land. When, however, it is remembered, that the position of the land, wit
“reference to the banks of the river Indus and its tributary canals, and the
“certainty or otherwise of a sufficient supply of water being obtained for

“ purposes of cultivation, are necessary elements in estimating the value of

“the one-sixteenth, and that the actual area of the one-sixteenth may be the
“ least important of the several considerations, it seems difficult to determine
“in what manner the subdivision can be carried through, without prejudice
“to the interests either of Government or of the co-partners of the Jagir.

12, “Supposing however that D died subsequent to the close of the year

. € “1845, but previous to March 1847, his heir wZuld
Their oppressivencas. “ then have to pay at the rate of two annas on one
“ fourth of the gross number of bigahs contained in the

“Jagir. The very large proportion of land, however, necessarily waste in
“most of the Jagirs, consequent on the want of, and distance from water,
“want of population, desert, &c.,, must in many instances render this two
“anna tax heavy and oppressive. To mitigate this burden, it was conceived
“by the authonties in Sind, to be necessary to give the Jagirdar’s heir the

“alternative of throwing up a portion and paying tax upon the remainder.

“ Here again, however, difficulties arise in the adjustment of water-supply, so
“ ag to render of some value to Government the portions abandoned without
“detracting from the value of the Jagirdar’s share. Further inconveniences
“ and embarrassments naturally arise from the integrity of a Jagir, as regards
“the boundaries being affected by the cession of isolated portions. .

13. “Lastly, should D have died subsequent to March 1847, the difficulties

) . “ enumerated in para. 11 will all be found to operate

Their complexity. “ ag rendering complex, if not impossible, the resump-
“tion of his share of the uncultivated and waste portions.
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14. “Leaving, however, out of the question, the vexation and intricacy
“necessarily attendant on the several plans for
'ig“::‘giﬁ;ﬂy“zxu:ﬁ: “realizing the share of the Jagir orits fraction which
knowledge or liberality. “reverts to Government, His Lordship in Council is
“not satisfied that, the settlements have been made
“with a knowledge or liberality sufficiently extensive. There are grounds for
“ believing that in the first instance, claims were recognized witﬁrtoo great
“ profusion, but that subsequently the couditions of tenure have been made
“too stringent. If to this is added the fact, that town duties and miscella-
“ neous taxes were at an after period, summarily abolished by the late Gov-
‘ “ernor of Sind, in Jagir estates as well as on the
No compensation to “territories belonging to Government, and that no
gmui‘;;fh" sbolition  « compensation wgls §wa.rded to Jagi for their
“conserquent loss of revenue, it is plain that the hopes
“raised by the first measures must have subsequently merged in feelings of
“disappointment, and a want of confidence as to the stability of any arrange-
“ment that might be made.

15. “With reference to the offers which Sir Charles Napier made by pro-

“clamation on the 24th March 1847,* with the view

Failure of Sir Charles’ “of inducing the Jagirdars at once to relinquish all
roposals made in his pro-

proposa “their lands, which were not at the time actually "
clamation of 1847. o o © 3 5% .
under cultivation, it is only necessary to observe.

“that as yet they appear not in any instance to have
“been accepted, and that though cn first perusal, the provisions of the pro-
“clamation may appear simple, they would, in the opinion of His Lordship in
“ Council, have been found by no means easy to reduce to practice.

16. “Independently of the foregoing consideration, the Governor in Council
“entertains considerable doubt, whether, liberally as

. 'It‘mt;nent of Jﬂsilt‘lim &t “the Jagirdars were in the first instance treated with
toasted. subsequently 00n-  « yorard to their estates, their subsequent treatment

“in other respects was such as to lead them to feel
“well disposed towards the British Government. v

17. “Since the British conquest of Sind the military authority of the

. . “Jagirdars has ceased, and Jagirdars whose power

‘ﬂgﬁggﬁw “under the late dynasty was practically paramount

# within the limits of theirrespective Jagirs, are not *

“now permitted to exercise the smallest Civil or Police jurisdiction, the whole
“being vested in Government.

18. “No person acquainted with orientals can entertain a doubt but that

. “the Jagirdars must often find themselves bearded

Their sense of degradation “ by Government subordinates, and their sense of
::;lu';tee':_ discontent in con-  « Jogradation cannot fail of being the more keenly
“felt by the Jagirdars, on ﬁnding that, a portion of

“the power of which they have been deprived, is wiélded by Hindus, whom

“but as yesterday, they held in complete subjection. Such degradation would

* The proclamation was not issued on this date—but the first draft of Sir Charles’ proposals.

-
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“ be keenly felt, were the knowledge of the above fact confined to the circle of
“ the Jagirdar's own family and friends, but it cannot fail of being a source of
“ the deepest mortification to {them, when the same spectacle is exhibited
« before a tenantry to whom the will of the Jagirdar was law, previous to
« Sind passing into the possession of the British Government. The progress

« of our system involving as it must do, an increased delegation of power to -

« Kardars and other native officers, will, it is feared by Government, by no
« means tend to diminish the discontent which such an altered state of things
« cannot fail to excite.

19. “ The Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council greatly doubts the
“ policy of the measures by which the former authority of the Jagirdars has
“ been thus supplanted by hired officers of Government, .and is of opinion
“ that a plan for continuing to them some portion of their former conse-
“ quence, might with advantage have been adopted.
Continuance of their “ You are accordingly requested, after having given
former consequence politic. ¢ the subject your fullest consideration, to suggest
sTeI;: oo oona ™15, “ how such an ‘arrangement, could in your opinion be
effected. “ best effected. The adoption of such a course will,
“1t is probable, secure the willing co-operation of the
“ Jagirdars in preserving the peace of the country, while Government will
“ save a portion of the very large expenditure which must attend the intro-
“ duction of its Civil, Revenue, and Criminal arrangements into the heart of
“ the large Jagir possessions in Sind.

20. “The further duties which remain for you to perform in regard to

“ the Jagir questions are, you must be aware, many and most important, and

“can only be satisfactorily performed by your per-

Porsonal saperintendence of  * sonally sul;:erintending the details of the several

g:m.“flf and direct inter- ¢ cases, and holding direct and frequent intercourse
Part of the Commissioner, . * With the parties likely to be affected.

21. “ His Lordship in Council is the more anxious that the questions
“regarding Jagir and other grants should be settled,

A matisfactory and honor- “ in a manner at once satisfactory to the people, and -

able settloment hecomary v ¢ honorable to the Government, in order that any
ﬁm@m o it “bad feeling may be eradicated which may have
gious men and institations.  * been excited by the sudden withdrawal "after the

“conquest of Sind, of the support which was ac-
« corded in the time of the Amirs to variousreligious establishments, and to

« persons who possessed a reputation for sanctity.

22. “In the 4th para. of your report of the 1st October 1847, it is
« gtated that ‘there is a considerable quantity of land under life alienation,
« < but little under hereditary alienation. The grants are almost entirely
« ¢ personal, few or none religious or charitable, and none for District or Village
“ ¢ gervice, there are no money assignments on the Revenue.’ The answers
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“ however, to the general queries contained in Appendix N, to your subse-
“ quent report of the 31st December last, show that

Existonce of cash endow. “ cash endowments of a fixed character for religious
ment for religious and « gnd charitable purposes were not unfrequently

:z:";z:r purposes under « ;.46 ynder the former Government.

* * & * *

27. “I am desired to intimate to you that in attempting to apply in
“ Sind the general principles of the Bombay Regula-
The general principlesof “ tions, you should take the greatest care that they
Bombay Regulations to be «he not applied in such a manner as to lead to delay
applied b but cal:  « ip the settlement of cases, and to protracted or
y and prudently. . ;
‘ unnecessary attendance on the part of witnesses.
“ ] am also desired to remind you that the degree of exemption from our
“ Criminal procedure and jurisdiction to be granted to individuals and States
“ will be dependent on the completion of the arrangement alluded to inthe
“ 19th para. of this letter.
28. “ Finally with reference to the present aspect of affairs in the North-
“ West, I am desired to inform you that the Right
" Discretionary power given “ Hon’ble the Governor in Council is pleased to vest
to the Commissioner to post- % you with a discretionary authority, to delay for the
pone enquiry. « present,should you deem snch advisable, giving
« effect to any portion of the instructions contained in this letter, referring
“to the investigation directed into the rights of the Jagirdars,
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
Bombay Castle, 11th October 1848.

A. MALET,
Chief Secretary.”

172. This letter was followed by another No. 7246, on the 18th
November 1848, regarding the revenue
management of the Province, and by a third
No. 622, on the 12th February 1849, com-
municating paras. 1 to13 of Despatch No. 20 of the Court of
Directors, dated 6th December 1848, which discussed Sir George
Clerk’s minute so far' as it related to Jagirs. Paras. 6-12 (both
inclusive) summarised the information embodied in that minute,
and para. 13 ran as follows :—

The Court of Directors
sanction Jagir enquiry.
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“ The subject is one which requires the best and earliest attention of the
“ Commissioner, and we trust that after due investigation, he will be enabled
“ to devise and to carry into effect measures for adjusting the claims to
“ Jagirs, which, while they secure the just right of Government, may extend
“ to the Jagirdars a due degree of liberality and consideration.”

173. Mr. Pringle proposed that an * Investigator of Jagirs”

Assistant Commissioner  S8hould be appointed with a separate esta--

b i . .
Ao pary out the enquiry  1lishment, and he estimated the aggregate

cost at Rs.980 per mensem. The Govern-
ment of Bombay, in para. 3 of their No. 1483, dated 10th April
1849, approved * the eventual appointment” of such Investigator,
but in a subsequent communication, No. 3256, dated 30th July
1849, wrote as follows, with reference to the aforesaid para:—

“ The Right Hon'ble the Governor in Council authorises your entrust-
“ ing the investigation into the various Jagir claims to your Assistant Mr.
* Inverarity, as his leisure will permit, as by this means the requisite enquiries
“ can be conducted without creating an unnecessary distrust and alarm in
¢ the minds of the Jagirdars.” .

174. Mr. Pringle, however, was opposed to this proposal. He
o ~ consulted Captain Stack who in a demi-
,;’;w“ﬁ‘:égir?l’”‘“‘mg official letter, dated August 30, 1849, ad.
duced several sound reasons for the appoint-

ment of a Special Enquiry Officer. He pointed out that the presence
of Jagirdars was generally necessary, that it was indispensable
to refer to the account books and registers in the Collector’s
Daftar, and that it would be “ perfectly impossible for Mr.
Inverarity orany officer attached immediately” to the Commis-
sioner and ‘ having other and laboricus duties- to perform, to
¢ carry on such an énquiry as it should be” carried on. The
most pressing questions he said were : (1) “who are the sharers
“ actually alive,” and (2) ‘ what Jagirs should be continued in
¢ perpetuity.” This latter question could only be settled by going
through each case, by consulting the Collector as to the position,
influence, and rights of the Jagirdar, besides attending to * Sir
¢ Charles Napier’s engagements to the Baluchis, and the rules
‘ laid down by bim, as well as the general policy of Government
“in such matters.” It was mnecessary moreover to frame a

1849
Aug.
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: register of free grants, and to establish * a system of reports from

“ district officers of births and casualties among Jagirdars.”
Captain Stack was of opinion that the settlement of the Jagir
question would produce an immediate gain to the State, and he
concluded his letter as follows : —

«If a special enquiry be not made now it must no doubt be made on
“ some future day, and every day’s delay will make it more expensive and
“ more diffi:ult. Moreover Government will be losing yearly an immense
“ deal more than the current expense of such an investigation would come to.”

175. Before however this investigation could commence, there
came a sacond -call from Government for detailed informa-
‘ tion. On the 18th of July Mr. Pringle
., Mr. Pringle dfﬁ;ﬁ:f: had in part reply to the Government letter
with police powers. . No. 4205, dated 11th October 1848, thus
expressel himself regarding the suggestion of the Government of
Bombay to invest Jagirdars with police powers—

« I would strongly recommend the adoption of the rule (or rather its
“ retention, for it is that now in force here) of excluding rent free holders
“ from police powers, except in special cases, in place of the course pro-
“ posed in paras. 17 and 19 of the Chief Secretary Malet's letter No. 4205,
« dated the 11th October last. The police is very efficient here at present,
“ and I do not feel satisfied that itsefficiency would be promoted by availing
« ourselves of the aid of the Jagirdars in its details. I have no reason to
« think that the Jagirdars feel degraded by their present exclusion, and its
“ removal might place them in a more unpalatable position as respects our
“ officials than at present. The general obligation of Jagirdars and other
« rent free holders to aid in the maintenance of peace and good order, in
“ common with other members of the community,and in an enhanced degree
“ in proportion to their larger stake and greater influence, is already fully
« understood and acted upon.” (No. 1488, para./7, Revenue Department).

With reference to this paragraph, the Chief Secretary
Tabular report on the Tequested the Commissionerin his No. 3686,
:ggfﬁg’;f&"tﬁ‘i‘;d“pm‘f dated 4th September 1849, Political Depart-
'.':,Tmf,ﬁl&ed for by Go- ment, to “submit areport to Government
. * showing the condition of the Jagirdars of
“ 8ind, and the extent of their possessions, embodying this ine
“ formation in a tabular form.” '
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176. Mr. Pringle on receiving this letter addressed himself to
: . the task of obtaining correct information
o Pringleforwards Capt.  on th? above points. He. enquired. from
cmtain peras of the Captam Stack whether Jagir grants in the
4205 of 1848 to the Col. Shikarpur and Karachi Districts, differed
rgors for enquiry and jn any way from those in southern Sind.
That officer replied in the negative. He
said he had had opportunities of informing himself on this point
as regards the S8hikarpur Collectorate, when examining the
Sanads of grantees who held Jagirs in that Collectorate as well
asin Haidarabad. I have even greater knowledge,” he continued
*¢ of the grants in the Karachi Collectorate, they being more con-
¢ stantly mixed up with the Haidarabad cases, and I consider
¢ these too in every respect come under the same system.” Not-
withstanding this assurance, Mr. Pringle on the 1st December
1849, issued a circular requiring minute information regarding
the nature of the former administration of Jagirs, and sent a copy
of Captain Stack’s memorandum of 1848, and of extract paras.
8 to 19 from the Government letter No. 4205, dated the 11th
October 1848, to the Collectors for report.
177. In February 1850, Captain Rathborne inquired whether

8ir Charles Napier’s rules
still in force. But any
extensive application of
them for converting Ja-
irs into perpetuities de-
erred until Jagir ques-
tion was fully reported on.

the terms proposed, following the example of the Nizamanis set

the terms offered by Sir Charles Napier in
his proclamation of 1847, were to be held

to be still binding as nearly all the Jagirdars
in_his Collectorate were * desirous of con-

¢ yerting their Jagirs into perpetuities in

s0 early as April 1848.”
178. Mr. Pringle’s reply® was :—

* I am of opinion that the late Governor'’s rules for the settlement of
« Jagirs having been established by og&-igetent authority should be held to be

“ in full force, until authoritatively m

ed. It would be desirable, however,

“ to defer any extensive application of them, such as you allude to, until the

~ * No. 301, dated 16th February 1850.

1850
Feb.
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* receipt of the mformuhon regarding Jagirs called for in my letter No. 2279
“ of the 1st December last, which may possibly lead to the whole subject
* being reconsidered.”

179. This circular letter elicited long reports* which furnished

Collector's reports. ~ the Commissioner with materials for his
reply to Government which would be quoted at length as it cor-
rected several inaccuracies in Sir George Clerks’ minute. There
are, however, two points not fully noticed in this reply which
Progress of Jagir enquiry. deserve a small space. The first relates to
the progress made in Jagir inquiries. The prolix replies of the
Collectors on this subject are summarised in the accompanying
statement which indicates the procedure generally adopted by

the Collectors. It may be noted here that Captain Stackt

between September 1847, and September 1849, went over 68 cases
in which 77,237 bigahs of land were continued to 315 individuals,
and 63,330 recovered on account of the State. The settlement
come to in each case was reported to the Commissioner and new
Sanads were forwarded for seal, but they were not sealed or return-
ed by him,

* Collector of Shikarpur’s No. 109, dated 20th February 1850.

Collector of Haidarabad’s No. 402, dated 2nd April 1850, and No. 598, dated 12th
January 1850, and a list of Jagirdars on the 18th of September 1850.
Collector of Karachi’s report dated 12th October 1850.

+ Vids his report to the Commisaioner, No, 10, dated 22nd February 18563.
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180. The other pointrelates to the improvement of the status
of the Jagirdars. Captain Rathborne thought that to grant any
separate jurisdiction to Jagirdars ¢ would be
imz}l‘;fﬁg';‘(’i‘;‘:‘:‘)“;'mg “ destruction of all efficiency and subversive
be conferred on Jagirdars. ¢ of g]] public order, and that if any special
¢ personal exemptions or immunities should be granted they
¢ should be enforced by departmental orders and not by law.”
The Jagirdars had had very little civil jurisdiction even under the
Amirs, but they had exercised a criminal jurisdiction which
was abolished at the conquest. He continued—

“But I do not see how under our system any separate juris-
“ diction of this kind could be conferred. To raise up seven or eight
“ hundred separate little jurisdictions in this Collectorate would be impracti-
“ cable, and to allow Sirdars, who do not live on, and perhaps have never
“ seen their estates, to hold Courts by deputy as in the Mirs’ times, try and
“ hang and fine through their Khizmatgars, slaves, and cooks (for such are
“ sometimes the Kamdars of their estates), would be totally out of the question.
“ But if separate jurisdiction, within their Jagirs, were given to Jagirdars,
“ this is the only manner in which they could for the most part exercise it. Mir
“ Bijar, for instance, lives at Haidarabad, his house is here and his family ; how
“ could he administer justice in twenty different Jagirs some of them per-
“ haps above a hundred miles off ? It is the same nearly with every considera-
“ ble Sirdar. They are nearly all non-resident in their Jagirs.”

He thought the diminution of the counsequence of the
Sirdars was an unavoidable result of the conquest, but he said that
in his Collectorate uniform civility and courtesy had softened
down the asperity of the feeling, felt at first by every conquered
race, and he reverted to the proposal of Sir Charles Napier to
make a select number of Jagirdars, Honorary Magistrates, as a
further step in this direction.

181. Captain Preedy was of opinion that the Jagirdars had
been very generously dealt with after the comquest.

“ They have no reason to complain that their lands are not entailed
“ to their heirs, on the contrary as the greater part of these estates were
« granted as pay for military service, they ought to be only too thankful that
“ they are permitted quietly to enjoy a life interest in them. As their lands
“ lapse to Government, the sons and followers of the present incumbents will
“ doubtless, as they have already done in many instances, betake themselves
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“ to agriculture or to other useful occupations, and instead of leading the idle
« useless lives of the latter, will become productive members of the common-
“ wealth. I have on several occasions employed the Jagirdars of my Col-
“ Jectorate who resided on their estates both as Kardars and Battaidars, but
“ cannot say that I have found them more faithful or more zealous in the dis-
« charge of their duties than others. Onthe contrary two Jagirdars out of
“ three whom I emfloyed as Kardars are at present undergoing their sentence
“ in prison for peculation and breach of trust, and the conduct of those em-
« ployed as Battaidars has generally speaking been very far from satisfac-
({4 tory.”

182. The Collector of Shikarpur, Lieutenant Farrington, after
contrasting in detail the position held by Jagirdars under the
Mirsand under British rule came to the conclusioun that so far as
security of title and even extent of possessions was concerned
they were no way worse off than before. * If however,” he wrote,
¢ comparison is fo be instituted as to the position in society (that
““isat Court) of Jagirdars, of course it will be in favour of the

“late rule; but this must be the case wherever the rulers of

¢t the country and the ruled vary in manners, ideas and religion.”
The discontent spoken of in para. 18 of the Government letter
No. 4205 of 1848, had been somewhat hastily assumed to exist.
“Since the conquest up to the present moment there has not
“ been a single occasion in Upper Sind where Military Force,
“ however small, has been called into requisition. Nor am I
“aware of any discontent having shown itself in a less decided
manner.” He thought it a doubtful measure to invest Jagirdars
with any judicial powers.

“On our acquiring the country we found the highest offices of the
« State chiefly fiscal held by Hindus, but involving Police and other duties
“ likely tointerfere with the Jagirdars. Most often Kardars were Hindus.
“The Muhammadan of this country is found too indolent, illiterate, and
“ unmethodical for situations of this descriptiop. One Jethmal (of course a

* Hindu) was Kardar of Shikarpur; he was all powerful and his myrmidons
“ must not unfrequently have come in contact with these very Jagirdars.”

It was therefore no innovation which had been attempted -

at the conquest.

1851
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. 183. The Commissioner’s reply (No. 37)
No 4205, dated 11th Ot {1, the letters of Government quoted in
N‘;-S‘:gf”v dated 4th Sept-  the margin was sent on the 8rd January
No. 632, dated 12th Feb. 1851. He first enumerated the documents
No. 3256, dated 30th July consisting principally of the Collectors’

1840. reports and statements, accompanying his
Mr. Pringle’s final report  reply, and then proceeded as follows :—

4.. “ With reference to para. 2 of Mr. Malet’s letter of the 11th October

Retentof dimtors. 4 1 e Ini aemated in Jagin s far

“ag it can be ascertained from the totals of the statementa furnished by the
“ Collectors. ’

iLands in respeot
of whé:hdthe- :e-{ . .
. o e Estimated
Cultivated or | Uncultivated. m:;l:nnrh‘::‘ Total. amount in
Fallow, . | e, 1a0A8E0 Rupees.
L - ascertained. .
. Bigahs. . Bigahs. Bigahs. Bigahs,, Rs. a, p.
Haidarabad ............. 6,68,080 |  13,55,233 10,72,078 80,95341 | 20,294 6 3
Shikarpur................ 1,55,431 2,11,218 8,66,640 | 14898 13 8
Karachi .................. 62,625 2,94,9368 9,14,436 12,71,997 189 6 2
Total. ........... 8,86,086 18,61,387 19,86,514 47,33,987 | 37,06210 1

5. “The data from which the foregoing results have been taken are ad-
“mitted to be, to a considerable extent, conjectural, but supposing them to
“ approximate to the truth, they indicate the importance of the subject, the
“extent of land thus alienated being upwards of forty-seven lacs of bigahs
“ of which nearly }th is ascertained to be cultivated or fallow, and a consider-
“able portion more may with probability be inferred to be so; they also show
« that nearly grds of the whole is in the Haidarabad Collectorate.

6. “Information on the points to which my attention is directed in the
“3rd para. of Mr. Malet’s letter will be found clearly
“given as respects the Haidarabad Collectorate in
“ Captain Stack’s memorandum which forms the first
“of the series of documents now submitted. Its accuracy as regards that
“ Collectorate is confirmed by Captain Rathborne in his letter No. 11 of the
" same series, and its general applicability to the other Collectorates, in so
“far as regards the origin and history of the Jagir tenures, is borue out by
“the letters of the officers in charge of those districts (Nos. 5 and 12 of the

Correctness of Captain
Stack’s memorandum.
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“ geries), although in tha portion of the Shikarpur Collectorate which belonged
“to the Amirs of Khairpur there are not the same facilities for tracing those
“« details, owing to the records of that State not having come into our posses-
*“ gion, as was the case with those of the Haidarabad Amirs. It is also appa-
“ rent that neither in the Shikarpur norin the Karachi Collectorate has the
“investigation and settlement of Jagir claims been as yet prosecuted so
“ thoroughly and satisfactorily as in Haidarabad.

7. “The observations contained in the 4th, 5th and 6th paras. of Mr.
*Malet’s letter are I believe mainly correct. The introduction of the rules
“ referred to in the 7th para. was, as I found on further erquiry, formally
“ authorized shortly before Sir Charles Napier left the Province, and they
* may, therefore, now be considered as the law for regulating the settlement of
“ Jagir claims in 8ind, although they had not been practically acted upon up

“ to the time of his departure, and have subsequently remained in abeyance
N " “as respects those of their provisions which had for
-8ir Charles’ sules. otill in  “ their object the substitution of a hereditary tenure
""‘"l ,smﬁwm&me‘f “om the Burrender of waste lands for an arbitrary
: “tenure. The principles and rules successively in
“force previous to the introduction of those last referred to, will be found
*“ detailed in_Captain Stack’s memorandum, and by these the proceedings of
*.the Collectors were from time to time regulated in the disposal of cases as
*they came before them, but apparently with much greater care and precision
* in Haidarabad than in either of the other two Collectorates. The arrange-
“ ment finally determined upon has not, as I have already stated, been as yet
“fully carried out, but although its benefits a8 respects the Jagirdars are
“rather prospective than immediate, it may be inferred from what is stated
“by Captain Rathborne, as to the increasing disposition to take advantage of
it when its nature and objects become known, that it is not viewed with
“any distrust of the motives which led the Government to propose it.

8. “With reference to the supposed rules deduced in the 8th para. of Mr.
¢« Malet’s letter from the understood principles and practice in the disposal
“ of Jagir claims, I would Ii!imke tlhe following observations. As regards the

) . ¢ first rule no resumptions were at once made, ever
desth &mﬁmﬁnﬁlm “man who tendered his adhesion to our Govemmen{
only of grants madespecially < wag confirmed during his' own life time in the pos-
for specific service. “ gessions he held, by whatever title, at the time of
“ the battle of Meani. Whatever resumptions were made did not take effect
“till after the death of the first incumbent, and when they did come into
“ operation, the resumption of Jagirs graunted as pay for service did not neces-
“ garily extend to those Jagirs or portions of Jagirs held, as indeed they all
“ were, under the general obligation of personal service when the exigencies
“ of the state might require it, but to those only which were specially assigned

. . “for specific service. Asregards the second rule,

Si:‘d? bereditary Jagirs in « 4,4 with reference to the expression ‘any Jagir
“held hereditarily however ancient the grant,’

“no Jagirs were in form held hereditarily in Sind, and very few are of older
“ date than twenty years prior to the conquest, or in their present form

1851
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“perhaps not many older than ten years. As regards the third rule the
Duanagiacompulsorylevy - Substitution, instead of the fourth share of the
on waste only, but an inter- “ produce, of & quit rent of two annas a bigah on so
changeable charge with “ much of the land as was retained by the Jagirdar,
chowth on other lands. “ was applicable only to cases of succession subse-
“quent to the introduction of the rule, and in these the heir migtl:lcontinue
: “to pay the fourth share on the cultivated portion
:33?'7',‘3.3‘3‘;3 o:i?i%‘;m “if he ypreferred it, the payment of the quit rent
forced except in the Haids- ¢ being obligatory only as respects the waste. The
rabad Gollectorate. “fourth rule is as supposed, although it has not
“ always been rigidly enforced except in the Haidarabad Collectorate.

9. “The difficulty in the application of these rules as they have been
o “explained, is not experienced in practice, to the
hmpmﬁ dn'l?;.““’ “ extent supposed in I;;ras. 9 to l2pof Mr. Malet’s
“letter. When the crop is to be divided under any -
“ circumstances for the settlement of the mutual claims of the Jagirdars and
“ their cultivators, it adds little to the intricacy of the process to calculate and
* assess the Government share at the same time, and where a division of the
“land is to be effected it is done on principles which long familiarity. has
“ made intelligible and satisfactory to the parties concerned. The diﬂgcu]ty
“ too, may be, and practically is, to a great degree, gotrid of by compounding
“ with existing share-holders for the Government dues at a fixed amount for
“a term of years, and it will eventually be got rid of altogether when the
* latest rules for the conversion of arbitrary into hereditary tenures come into
“ general operation,

10. “With reference to the 14th para. of Mr. Malet’s letter, I hope I shall
Sir Chacles’ “De excused for entertaining an opinion at variance
caninertly palitie sy just. . “ With that which your Lordship in Council is dis-
“posed to adopt. It does not appear to me that on
“our first acquisition of the country the recognition of Jagir claims extended
“beyond what policy required, or that in their subsequent treatment the
“ measures adopted were more stingent than justice warranted. In both
“ respects Sir Charles Napier's arrangements, gradually matured and improved
“as they have been by the acquisition of information, were, to my humble
“judgement, eminently politic_and just. I have not myself had occasion to
“think that they were productive of disappointment and want of confidence,
“and I do not perceive that-they should have had that effect with any
“ reasonable men.

11. “With reference to the 15th para. of Mr. Malet’s letter, the provisions
His schome of heredi “ of the proclamation to which it refers were at first
Jagirs now appreciated t:ﬁ “ imperfectly known and understood, but considering
practicable, “ that their benefits were only prospective the dispo-
“gition to take advantage of them to which I have
“already adverted as reported by Captain Rathborne to have now become
“ 80 prevalent, may, I think, be fairly received as an indication that they are
“appreciated, and I am unable myself to perceive that their practical intro-
“duction would be attended with any material difficulty.
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12 “I am also reluctantly obliged to differ from your Lordshipin the
“ doubts intimated in the 16th, 17th, and 18th paras.

d“" gt "“:h:‘m":‘ ‘°:'1 “of Mr. Malet’s letter, as to the policy of the treat-
Jagirdars. ““ ment of the Jagirdars in other matters than their

“lands. That men in their position can view with
“feelings other than dissatisfaction a revolution which has subjugated their
“ country to foreigners, it would be as unnatural to suppose as paradoxical
“to affirm. But while the deprivation of political influence has been a ne-
« cessary consequence of that event, any aggravation of the misfortune in a
“wanton disregard of their feelings has neither been countenanced nor
« practised, and I see no reason to believe that any candid reasonable men
“ among them have the impression that such has been the case.

13. “ With reference to the 19th para. of Mr. Malet’s letter, after giving
“the subject my fullest consideration, I am unable to suggest any arrange-
“ment by which some portion of the former consequence of the Jagirdars
“ may be maintpined, and the expense of governing the country diminished

“by giving them an active part in its administration,
Jagirdars may beassociated  “further than the present practice, which has been
."Ji:n“""n‘:::‘:_‘;:hm"“’ “advantageously resorted to, of associating them
in fnpo “with the magistrates as a jury in the more im-
« portant criminal trials. The Jagirdars are for the most part non-resident
« proprietors, and have no connection with the lands from which, and the
“ people through whom, they derive their revenues, except as recepients of
* those revenues, and even in this respect their connection with the particular
“lands and people from which they receive them is of very recent origin.
« Under such circumstances there are none of those local influences on which
“ ag in other countries and under different forms of landed property, a gratui-
. “tous and active participation in the public adminis-
“:d'f;fm nwmxg “tration might with advantage be based, and to at-
aristocracy. “tempt it in the absence of these would, in my
“opinion, result in failure and disappointment,
“Captain Rathborne indeecf suggests a plan by which the co-operation of the
* Jagirdars might be made available, not locally but generally, somewhat in
“ the form of an English Commission of the peace, but this I apprehend
“ would be attended in practice with'more difficulty than advantage, since
“4to be effective at all under our system it would subject the proceedings of
“the Jagirdars to a degree of surveillance, which would neutralize any
“ honorary estimation the influence of the position might otherwise be sup-
“ posed to bring with it.

14. “ While, however, I am unprepared to recommend any measure for the

“ active and gratuitous employment of the Jagirdars

Qualified Jagirdars to be ¢ ggguch, in the administration of the country, I
""“"ll. ,. for Govemment « oyl entirely approve of members of that class
“ being selected for employment in our regular sti-

“ pendiary service, whenever their qualifications and other circumstances were

1851
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“ snitable and they could be induced to accept it. And I should also wish

“ to see them treated on all occasions by the officers

And to be treated ¢ of our Government with the courtesy and consider-

m‘”“‘l’ sad consider-  « gtion due to their position, and this the rather from

) “ our inability to continue to them those substantial

“ political advantages, which that position formerly carried with it. This

“ mt object has been provided feor by the clagsified lists® recently circulated

“for the guidance of our officers, and the instructions under which they are
“ to be applied.

L ] ] - L ] * [ -

16. “ For the information required in tabular form in Mr. Malet’s letter
“ No. 3686, dated the 4th September 1849, I beg to refer Your Lordship to
“the statements which accom anhy the C(:llllector’s (;'eportsf now submitted,

“ and which time will not admit of my embodyin

ﬁﬁﬁtﬁmﬁgﬁm “inone general statement. Amy further particula.rg
the extent of their posses- ¢ that may be required to elucidate the condition of
Nonn mbmitied; “the Jagirdars will be found in those reports, and
“ more especially in the clear memorandum of Captain Stack, and the able
* report of Captain Rathborne,

17. « Asregards the future disposal of the Jagir claims I am of opinion

“that the provisions of Sir Charles Napier’s last

Mr. Pnnslfe srmgﬂefg “ proclamation should be upheld and carried outin

Lt'“"'"“p i tion, special . Practice,any special cases 1n which, on grounds of

©cases being reported to Go- “ justice or policy, a modification of them may be

vernment. “ deemed expedient, being submitted for the orders
“ of Government.

. 18. “ The progress in the disposal of these claims will be found exhibited

“ categorically in the Collector’s replies to my queries

Information reaudm% “ on the subject. In this however, asin all the reat

Pioms in the dispoeal of |« of the details connected with the subject, I appre-

“ hend that more reliance is to be placed on  the in-

“ formation given for the Collectorate of Haidarabad than foreither of the

“ other two.

19. “ A large number of regrants under settlements made in conformity
“ with the existang rules have from time to time been submitted for confirma-
“ tion. from the i[udm abad Collectorate during my administration, but
“ the Sanads for none of these have yet been returned sealed, the definitive

* Of men of rank and position.
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“ dieposal of individual cases having been left in abeyance until the general
“ gubject should be brought under the considi.;':tion
Provisional possession to  “ of Your Lordship.. In the. mean, time however, the

these whose regrant « . . s . . . "
lod pending ordersof . Parties are in provisional possession in conformity
mma § O « with the terms of the proposed settlements.

20. “Itwill be perceived that the great bulk of the claimsarein the
« Haidarabad Collectorate, which is fortunate, inas-
Majarity of claims in the “ much as the materials for their settlement are more
Haidarabad Collectorate-  « oomplete there, and greater attention has been
* directed to their application. Evenin this Collectorate, however, much still
“ remains to be done for the satisfactory disposal of the question, and in the
* others almost everything. It was on this account that I recommended the
« special appointment of an officer for that duty, which was at first acceded
“ to by Your Lordship, but subsequently in Mr. Malet’s letter No. 3256 of the
“ 30th July 1849, abandoned for the plan of entrusting it to the Commis-
“ gioner's Assistant, Other duties have hitherto prevented this last plan from
“ being carried into effect, and I am of opinion that it would be incompatible
“either with the satisfactory attainment of the special object in view or
“the proper discharge of the Assistant’s general duties, for which rea-
« gons I would still strongly recommend the adoption of my original pro-
« position. The want of an arrangement of this kind prevented the settle-
“ ment of similar claims in the late Peshwa’s territories until they had been
“ more than thirty years in our possession, and many of them remain to this
“ day unsettled, while the means of effecting a sa-
A special enquiry officer  tisfactory settlement are in the mean time all
needed. " “ but log, and the revenue unduly foregone in
« the interval would have defrayed the cost of its execution many times over.
“ In this Province an early and satisfactory settlement is even more urgently
“ required, from the much greater extent and importance of the interests
“ involved, and I am persuaded it can only be effected in the manner I pro-
“ E:sed, nor do I see any reason to think that if properly conducted it would
“ beattended with the distrust and alarm apprehended by Your Lordship ;
“ on the contrary from its tendency to put a period to all doubts connected
“ with such tenures, it would, I conceive, be hailed as a most desirable mea-
“ gure by those whose interests it affected. On 'this point, I would- request
“ the attention of Your Lordship to the demi-official communication’e‘}rom
“ Captain Stack which forms the last of the series of documents now sub-
“ mitted. It is unfortunate that the subsequent departure of that officer to
“ Europe makes his own services at present unav&ilagle for the duty he has
“ gketched out, but should he return at an early period, I know of none
“whose acquaintance with the subject and general qualifications so admirably
* fit him for its disposal, and Iwould still recommend that he should in that
“ case be selected for it.

* Summarised at pages 103-104.
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2l. “In conclusion Itrust I shall be excused if insome of the points
“adverted to in this despatch, I have given expression to opinions at variance
“ with those which Your Lordship had been led to adopt. They are the
“ unbiassed result of the best consideration, I have been able to give to
* this important subject, and in stating them thus freely, I have no object
* in view, but the interests of truth, the success of Your Lordship’s adminis-
“ tration, and the good of the country with which my connection is now
“ about to be severed for ever.” ’

184. Mr. Pringle though he thus successfully vindi-
Estimate of Mr. Pringles  Cated the policy of the measures adopted
administration. by Sir Charles Napier, “ and put an end
to some irregular exactions to which the Jagirdars had been sub-
jected” did little towards a final settlement of the Jagir question.
He was mainly occupied with collecting information in all
branches of administration, information which was afterwards
laid before Parliament and published in a Blue-Book.
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SecrioN IV.

MR. FRERE'S JAGIR ADMINISTRATION,
JANUARY 1851—0OCTOBER 1859.

- 185. Mr. Pringle was succeeded by Mr. Frere in January 1851.

wparste Jogic ‘esablisb.  Sir Charles Napier began to die off, peti-
ment- tions from persons affected and references
from the Collectors multiplied, until on the 28th of August the
Commissioner was obliged to prefer a strong request to Govern-
ment for the appointment of a separate Jagir Establishment.
“ Nothing,” he wrote, * in the way of classification, and little in
“ the way of laying down general rules has yet been attempted,
“ gince the Jagir rules, which have not been uniformly acted
“ upon, were laid down by Siv Charles Napier.”

186. The state of the Mirs’ Jagir records at Haidarabad, more-
over, called for early attention, as Mr. Frere could see nothing
in the arrangement of the Daftar “ to prevent the wilful or
accidental destruction of genuine, or the insertion of invalid

documents to any extent.” ¢ What seems to me most required,”

he concluded, “is that an officer acquainted with the mechanical
¢ arrangements of the Poona Daftar, the mode
rommiraay oneed Assistant ¢ of sorting, marking, and indexing the
“ papers, &c., and with the general mode of
¢¢ proceeding of the Inam Commissioner, should be appointed, under
‘my orders, for the particular duty, with a view more specially
“ to devise and submit a plan for ascertaining the nature and
“ extent of rent free tenures, and the evidence on which they
““ rest, and for digesting and submitting for the sanction of
* Government rules for future guidance in disposing of ques-
“ tions connected with them.”
187. The Government in the Political Department informed the
Commissioner, on the 7th October, that his

Beply deferred. letter would be considered and disposed of

As the holders confirmed in their Jagirs by .

1851
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in the Revenue Department, but it was not until the 81st of
March 1852 that any reply was sent.

188. In the meanwhile several complaints reached the Com-

Complaints of the harsh.  Iissioner of the harshness of the rules,
meas of tho rules. and some of these he forwarded to Govern-
dated 15th Ooteber 1851 mment, 88 a proof how urgent was the neces-

sity for an early and conclusive settlement.
of the whole Jagir question.

189. Two of the three former Collectors had retired by this
time, and the new Collectors found great difficulty in disposing
of the many Jagir questions that arose on the death of the old
grantees. To add to Mr. Frere’s labours, the Commissioners

Feanmption of pow. 40 appointed early in 1850 to enquire into the
tory from H. H. Mir Ali charges brought against H.H. Mir Ali Murad,
Horsd. finished their report, and (the Marquis of
Dalhousie having decided that the Mir was guilty) Sahiti or the
Parganas of Kandiaro and Naushahro, and the districts of Bur-
dika, Shahbela, Chak, S8aidabad, Ubauro, Mirpur, and the Tapas
of Alor, Bakhar and Bambhurki, were resumed from the Mir on
the 21st January 1852, and it fell to Mr. Frere to organize the
administration of the new territory.

190. Accordingly on the 28th of January, Mr. Frere requested
the Collector of Shikarpur (No. 180, Pol. Department), to issue
a proclamation calling upon all parties who claimed to hold lands
rent free within the resumed districts; to appear within a certain
period at any spot most convenient to the Collector, ‘bringing
with them all the documentary proof they might possess of their
alleged rights.” The proclamation was to warn them that any

Prodamation iseued to default so to appear would entail forfeiture
rent free holders tofiletheir Of their rights. The documents produced
claime were to be registered in a statement (the
form of which was prescribed by Mr. Frere), and copied into a
bound book, and after being endorsed with the date of production
and the signature of the officer receiving them, were to be



119

immediately returned to the parties. The Collector of Shikarpur
accordingly issued such proclamation, and the claimants appeared
before him at Sukkur. Several of them, however, belonged to
Naushahro and Kandiaro, and although Mr, Frere was, at first, of
opinion that the Sanads should be all entered in one place, he
eventually concurred with the Collector of Shikarpur, Captain
Stewart, that the work should be divided, and approved of the
directions Captain Stewart had given to the Naushahro and
Kandiaro claimants, to appear before the Collector of Haidarabad.

191. On the 13th February 1852 the Collector of Haidarabad
 Me. Frerc's instractions  TEPOTtEd (No. 157) that therg were numer-
rogarding disposal of such  OUS claimants holding Sanads from Mir

Rustam or Mir Ali Murad or from the sons of
either, but many of them having no possession, and requested to be
furnished with definite instructions. Mr. Frere replied to this
letter in his No. 328, dated 19th February 1852, as follows :—

“Special cases may doubtless occur, though they will probably be very
“ rare, in which Government may see fit to reinstate Jagirdars dispossessed
“ by Mir Ali Murad, but such cases should be specially brought to notice, in
“-geparate reports, with a full detail of your reasons for recommending such
“ a measure. ’

«9. Asa general rule those only who ara in actual possession at the
“ time of the resumption will retain their Jagirs, and none others will be
# put into possession without special orders from Government.

“ 8. All Jagirdars should be required to attend by a certain day.

“ 4. The first question should be whether they were in actual posses-
« gion at the time of resumption ;if not, their claims cannot be noticed; unless
« they be of the special nature above adverted to.

¢ 5. If in actual possession, their Sanads or other proofs of their rights,
« should be examined ; special cases may arise in which a Sanad from a son or
« other officer inferior to a sovereign may hold good, but such special cases
“ must be specially reported, and as a general rule, no claims can be
* recognized but Sanads of the Sovereign who was reigning at the time of

« grants. Ali Murad was reigning Sovereign, and had a right to make grants -

“ up to the day of his deposition.

“6. The claims must then be classed according to their nature, family
« Jagirs to relatives of the reigning family, Jagirs in payment of debts,
« gervice Jagirs, charitable grants, hereditary grants, &c., &c, and then
« fully reported on for the information of Government.”

1853
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192. On the 10th of March, Mr. Frere forwarded a copy of
his letter No. 180 of the 28th of Januury to Lieutenant Jameson,
the Deputy Collector placed in charge of Naushahro and Kandiaro,
and on the 13th of March 1852, the Commissioner forwarded the
following rules *regarding Jagir enquiries in Naushahro and
Kandiaro” to him, for his information and guidance, with refer-
ence to several matters on which instruc-
tions had been previously solicited.

“1 Anyclaimant®* who was not in possession during Kharif 1851,
“ ghould at once be told by an endorsement in writing on his application
“ that his claim is inadmissible.

“2. Nevertheless the statementf as regards such claims should be
“ filled in for future reference if required.

“ 3. The Sanads produced, as soon as they have been carefully examined
“by the Deputy Collector, should be copied at full length, with every
“ endorsement, &c., into a book, each page of which should bear the Deputy
“ Collector’s signature. The Sanads should be numbered consecutively, and
“ the number entered in column No. 8 of the statement already forwarded.

“4, If there is any thing about the Sanad which appears suspicious, it
“ should be carefully kept for future examination and enquiry ; and & receipt
“ for it given to the party producing it. :

“5. If there be nothing suspicious about the Sanads, they may be
“ returned to the owners, after they have been copied, and the copies care-
“ fully collated with the originals. A receipt for them should be taken from
“ tshe owner in a book : this may be doue on the back of the copy of the
“ Sanad. -

“ 6. Asthe Rabi crops are now nearly ready for reaping, and it is dif-
“ ficult to get a decision passed on the claims, some of which are pressing,
“ before the harvests, the Deputy Collector may provisionally release
¢ from attachment those Jagirs of the continuance of which he thinks there
< can be no doubt............. :

¢ 7. Provided, in all cases, the parties were 'in possession.at the time
“ of the resumption.

* . . .

“9, In all these cases the order to the Kardar directing him
“ to remove the attachment, and continue the allowance, should state that
“ such attachment is removed pending the ulterior orders of Government.

Further instructions.

# A statament of such claimauts was submitted to the Commissioner on September 20, and
hs raled alllthe claims inadmissible in his No, 2769, dated 4th November 1852.

+ This form of statement had been laid down in Commissioner’s letter of the 2Sth January.
** No. 8, related to Khairats.
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“10. The column of remarks should contain a statement of the grounds
< of the opinion recorded by the Deputy Collector in each case, embracing,
“ when the grant is recommended for continuance, an abstract of the Sanads
“ or other evidence on which it is founded. The object and main provisions
“ of the grant should always be stated.”

193. On March 19th, the Government of Bombay replied (No.
1237) to Mr. Pringle’s letter No. 37, dated
porernment; call ‘,‘:.'g;f:: 8rd January 1851. They remarked that the
e rmean ek information contained in the papers accom-
panying that letter showed “the very great
¢ importance” of the question, and inferred from Mr. Pringle’s
tabulated results that, ““ nearly one million bigahs of arable land
and four millions of bigahs of waste land” had been alienated to
Jagirdars. They referred to the desire of the Jagirdars in the
Haidarabad District to obtain their cultivated land in perpetuity,
to the doubtful state of feeling regarding Sir Charles Napier’s
rules of 1847, in the Karachi and Shikarpur Districts, and to the
Iaxity of procedure in those Districts. They also thought the
position of the larger Jagirdars required careful attention,
notwithstanding what Mr. Pringle had written regarding the
inexpediency of conferring police powers on them. “ In conse-
“ quence of the doubtful state in which these matters are,”
Mr. Secretary Malet continued, “I am desired to draw your
“ early attention to the subject, and, in doing so, to refer you to
« Mr. Pringle’s report and to its enclosures, that you may place
¢ before Government in a tangible shape your views, with sug-
¢ gestions for such practical measures as the well being of the
¢ country and the security of the rights of Government and those
“ of Jagirdars may require.” Special attention was then invited
to “the very important question (discussed by Captain Rath.
“ borne), of arrangements for taking canals through Jagir lands”
which, the Government said required * careful management.”

194. On the 31st March the Government also acknowledged
the receipt of Mr, Frere’s No. 1679, dated 28th August 1861, and
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Government. invite M. requested him to include his proposals for
Frore's ‘gige:n“eg L proposals &1 Establishment in the report called for
in the letter of the 19th.
195. On the 20th May, the Acting Collector of Haidar-
abad, Captain Fenning, reported that Captain Rathborne
~ had after the promulgation of the Rules
mfm;iﬁ:.ﬂud 187 of 1847, deducted lands held in wijukat
(for pay) from the possessions of Khan
Muhammad, Yusif Khidmatgar,* and some others although
their Jagirs had been settled before the date of the Rules. At
the time of settling their Jagirs, all grants made for sangatt and
followers had already been deducted, and the deduction made by
Captain Rathborne was in respect of wijukat standing in the
name of the Jagirdar himself. Captain Fenning, therefore, in-
quired whether Sir Charles Napier's Rules were meant to have such
retrospective operation, Mr. Frere in his No. 1248 informed him
on the 28th, that the Rules had no such effect : *but” he con-
tinued “as the present incumbents die, it will be your duty to
¢ take care that all settlements in favour of successors are made
¢ in strict accordance with existing regulations.”
196. Mr. Frere, however, had been convinced by the enquiries he
Diverity of practico and had made at the end of the year 1851, that
insufficient publicity and even in the Haidarabad District there had been
Unpopularity of fules “ great diversity in the mode of settling claims
* to Jagirs,” under these regulations. Accordingly in his letter to
Government, No. 181, dated 8rd June 1852, while replying to
some of the paragraphs in the Government letter No. 1237 of
the 19th of March, he laid stress on this fact, and on the absence
of adequate publicity of the existing Jagir Rules. He wrote :

“I cannot say that my own observations confirm the opinion......that the
“ Jagirdars begin to feel the advantages of obtaining permanently small
* estates of eultivated land, or that the rules...are looked on as suffi-
“ ciently favourable by them. On the contrary, it appears to me that

* Bervant or retainer of the Mirs.
f Companions. (Vide a note by Captain Lewis Pelly at page G4 of Government Selections
No. XVIII new Series.)
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< the rules are but very imperfectly known, and the Jagirdars are not at all
< aware of the exact principles on which Government intend to deal with
“ their estates, and tgat this doubt and uncertainty causes a feeling of dis-
« gatisfaction. Nor can I well see how it can be otherwise, with a system which
“in addition to the other elements of uncertainty makes the extent
“of a man’s heritage depend on the inundation of the yearfin which
« the father died. The basis of the settlement with the son is the extent

“ of cultivated land in the year of his father’sdeath. If the inundation has -

“ been a good one, he may get double the average of the last four or five years,
“ and vice versd, and suggestions aze constantly offered to take some other year
“ arbitrarily selected on the ground that the year of the Jagirdar’s death is too
“ favourable or too unfavourable either to the Jagirdar orto the Govern-
“ ment. .

« As for security of possession of what is left to them, its value may be

“ estimated from the mode in which a Jagirdaris

Insecurity of Jagirs. “ treated, if he ventures to take as tenants people

“ who have fled from the oppressions of a Govern-

“ ment official,” asset forth in a letter from Captain Fenning an extract from

which Mr. Frere subjoined. It appeared from this letter that Captain

Rathborne had in the year 1848-49 after dismissing a tyrannical Kardar of

Munijah, whose acts had the effect of driving most of the resident Ryots

into alienated villages, virtually punished the Jagirdars for receiving them

by taking an account of all produce raised on their Jagirs by the Ryots in

question, and crediting the Government share® of it to the revenue of the
Munijah pargana which had decreased by one half.

«I trust” continued Mr. Frere, “ I may be mistaken, but my intercourse
“ with this class, though of necessity much less prolonged and intimate than
« Captain Rathborne’s, leads me to the b