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February 20t

Moved on 8 miles in the same direction to Salarrah, a
village of 500 houses, 1,200 inhabitants, 1/4 mile from the
[ndus. The road to this was through jungle and intersected
by several deep water courses from Salarrah. A ride of one
mile along the left bank of the Indus brought us to
Gotanna, which is on the very edge of the river. It is here 1
1/2 miles broad, current 1 1/4 per hour. There was a small
island opposite to the place, crossed a very deep and broad
water course which conveys water towards Meerpoor, 10
miles from Gotanna in the same direction, or if anything
rather more east, lies Halla or as it is called Halla Gunja.
During the latter part of the march (which I'conceive to be
a distance of miles) we made a good deal of progress. The
appearance of the weather was unfavourable, I determined
on stopping at Halla. which being a Peer’s town I knew I
should be well received. It was past 2 o clock when we
reached our ground, having been upwards of 6 hours on
the road.

As [ was sitting under a tree waiting until! the camels
were unladen, some well dressed people entered into
conversation with me, and asked if we had come for the-
purpose of visiting the celebrated Peer Makhdoom Nooh. I

replied, no, that I was on my way to Khyrpoor, they

recommended us to visit the Peer, and also the Musjids and

tombs of the place; as [ was curious to find out whether the
Peer would discover me, I proceeded to his house which
Was in the town, surrounded by a pretty high wall the top
of which was ornamented with the horns of the Katapacha
(@ Species of deer.) We were shown into a large oblong
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tey thoe apartinent of the foneer, [t the end of this room Was
Il fUare oty tiar which we el d ourselyes, Alter
vissting, a short e, the Peey muade by appedrance, | was
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particulaslyesy d. Welrowe on hiamentfant e, and he
advaneedand gaye v, hishand to kise Fag@hee aw he had
no ades SfSmy by a-kugopean, héithen requested we
would be eeated and a8k ad meiwho | was? | said “a soldier”
In the service of the Brbish Government proceeding with
letter:, tgiMeer Rustam Khan of Khyrpoor Heasked if | had
AcenMoertad Alr permission to whieh Quacm Khan our
putde who was presentreplied and »aid he was directed to
show us the way, the Peer turned to me and said, “are there
many of you Patans in the service of the ferengees?” . | said
“yes, a great number”. That there were however only thirty
with the elchoe at Hyderabad. He then asked a number of
odd questions about the English. If they were good people,
whether they ever prayed? If they were not very clever? and
if it was true that they were all white, had white eyes, hair
and bodies? if so said he they must be very ugly. I laughed
at this part of his speech and gave the necessary replies to it
as well as to his other questions. The Peer then enquired if it
was true that the son of Shah Shuj-ul- Mulk was with the
English at Hyderabad, and whether they were not going to
take Shikarpoor by surprize. The Jamadarre replied, that it
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wasa foolish report, ared uate falne, that there was e uech
prerson with the mion and that as to the f'.n;'lll',h taking
Shikarpoor, that they came s friends and were e apable of
treachery We '-lunlly after toak our leave and | desired
Uuaem Khan to l‘\l'lallll to the ooy that | wan a4 Sahib
(Enghish gentleman) at which he was much amused and
sard, Heov nght, the fakirs and beggars are very annoying,
o strangers, but T should not have thought he was a
Furopean.”

It ramed all might and untll 12 0%lock this day
February 20st, T was therefore, compelled to remain until
Jpm, o letthe tents dry o little,

Hallaas o large and populous town containing 4, 000
mhabitants wath o rich and _extensive bazaar, part of a
town belong to the Pecr, who is very polite and has great
milucnce over the people. They are much better treated in
'eer's village than m any other town in Sind and it often
happens when illtreated by the Ameers, they take refuge
i these towns where they become safe from all further
prosecution. There s a0 handsome  Mosque  and
dharamshalla north-west of the town; to the north-west of
Halla. distant about one mule, are the ruins of the city of
Khudabad, which I was informed was formerly the largest
aty in Sind next to Thatta, the ruins extend 7 miles but
there are at present not more than 100 houses occupied.
The tomb of Meer Fatteh Ali Khan stands on the southern

t‘\h‘vmily of the pldﬂ'.
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