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Publisher’s Note

- Parmanand Mewaram (1865-1938) the editor of ‘Jote’ (Lux) and one of
the pillars of early Sindhi prose is famous for his contribution in the field of
Sindhi lexicography. Among the bilingual Anglo-vernacular dictionaries
published so far in the Sindhi language, the two dictionaries compiled by
Parmanand Mewaram, namely, Sindhi-English Dictionary (1910) and English-
Sindhi Dictionary (1933), are the most comprehensive works. They age
monuments to the wide knowledge, learning and industry of the compiler
and are still considered as standard works of reference in the Sindhi language.

There are some dictionaries available in the market which are specially
meant for under-graduate students. The dictionaries by Parmanand Mewaram
are out of print since long. Considering the urgent need of an English-Sindhi
dictionapy, the Advisory Board of the institute of Sindhology recom-
mendgd the printing of the present dictionary by Parmanand Mewaram. In
- prepasing this work the compiler has made special efforts to . find appropriate
Sindhi words as equivalents for the English words. For this purpose, he has
referred to various books and has consulted a Jarge number of specialists be-
longing to differeat fields of knowledge. As the reprinting of this dictionary
-in a small-sized Perso-Arabic Sindhi type along with many diacritical marks

involved a lot of “labour and- time, it was decided by the Advisory Board to
get this rare work reprinted by photo-offset process. It was noted that -
although by this process there was hardly any scope for amendations and
alterations, still it preserved the authenticity of the original work. Besides,
-this method was found more economical and expeditious. In order to make
this work available to all, the price of this edition has been subsidized by the
institute of Sindhology. Itis hoped that the present edition will serve :the
needs of students, teachers, writers and others interested in Sindhi language
and Literature, till it is followed by a more comprehensive Enghh-Slndl
Dictionary.

Dr.. Ghulam Ali Allana.



THE PREFACE.

‘It is now fully 28 years that, at theinstance & with the co-opera-
tion of the S. Juvenial Co-operati\?e Society, Hyderabad, Sind, I undertook
the compilation of a somewhat comprehensive English-Sindht Dictionary, to
be followed by an equally comprehensive Sindhi-English Dictionary. While we
were trying to arrange for special Sindhi types with the view to incorporation of
‘a maximum of matter in a minimum of space, there arose an urgent demand on
the part of the public for a decent, reliable but not necessarily very large S. E.
Dictionary to be moderately priced. During the 5 years that th2 E ' S. Dictionary
was in preparation, something was being already collaterally done for the S. E.
one. When the decision was arrived at to bring out the latter work first,
advantage was taken of the already existing large Dictionary known as Shirt’s, which
would naturally serve as a very good groundwork for a mew S. E. Dictionary,
which should contain not only modern words, but a large collection of others
that I had noted down in the course of my long hunt for words for the E. S. one.

" As explained in the Preface to the S. E. Dictionary, which I issued in
1911, the use of smaller types, aided by closer printing and the adoption of other
expedients, enabled me to put iato it many more words in much less space
than were contained in Shirt’s Dictionary of over 900 pages.

‘ After the publication of this D:xicon, there was a respite and an 2
. interruption of work, due to the world-war & the non-paying character of the
business.

At last in the year 1928 I was asked by Messrs. N. H. Punjabi of
"Karachi to get ready a moderate sized popular E. S. Dictionary, which they
wanted to bring out in a short time. While I was engaged in this work, the senior
- Proprietor of the firm passed away, and I had to fall back on my own resources.
Taking courage in both hands I actually dropped the humblér scheme, & worked
up the original ambitious plan, Thanks to the encouragement of friends like Prof.
N. R.Malkani & Diwan Dialmal Danlatram, Retired Judge, the work was sent to
the press in the latter part of 1930, & the management of the Bhaibund Printing
Press, Hyderadad, deserve much credit for having undertaken the difficult job of
printing it, & taken special pains to bring it to a successful issue. There is much
more compression of matter, & much larger economizing of space in‘the present
" publication than even in the S. E. Dxctxonary. '

While Webste't’s International Dictionary has been followed as the
basis for selection of words, ‘phrases, idioms, etc. with their meanings, the
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{fullest advantage has been taken of the methods of abbreviation, compression,
as well as of the up-to-date character of the Concise Oxford Dictionary.

As for the collection of new words I have made special efforts to
find single appropriate words as equivalents for the English words in place of the-
tedious definitions which have often been resorted to by others. For this purpose,
as stated in the Preface to the S. E. Dictionary: *“I have consilted a large num-
ber of reference books of all sorts, both generaland technical, and in making
reference, personally or by letter, to all sorts & conditions of persons, European
& Indians. Besides scholars, lifterateurs, lawyers, doctors (including veterinary),
Hakiins,Pundits,Akhunds, Officials of the Revenue, Judicial, Engineering, Forest,
& other departments, sportsmen, merchants & zamindars, I have largely consult-
ed men in the humbler walks of life, such as goldsmiths, blacksmithe, tailors,
carpenters, grocers, musicians, boatmen, fishermen, horse-dealers, [potters],
peasants, [women-folk] & others. Among those who gave special help, may be
mentioned the late Diwan Rochiram Gajumal, Assistant Sindhi Translator to
Government (who gave his manuscript E. S. Dictionary with several other useful
books), and the late K. B. Mirza Kalichbeg Shams-ul-ulma, to whom I constantly
referred, & who kindly went through a long list of homely, botanical & general
terms submitted to him, & made valuable suggestions.” Mr.Sahijram Tahilram,
Retired Head Master. Vernacular School, who has compiled’a Sindhi Dictionary
(yet unpublished), now & again rendered help by way of suggesting appropriate
words out of the vast store of his vocabulary. I have also made several trips in
order to find the right men to consult about partlcular departments of work,
especially to Karachi for nautical terms.

More interesting than any other hunt for words have been my conver-
sations to this end with hundreds of men of all classes & from all parts of Sind,
whom I have met in the Civil Hospital of Hyderabad. Here I obtained, often with
a thrill of joy, many a homely, many a technical word. To secure accurate Sindhi
names of game birds, etc., I had to send Illustrated Books twice to the Manchhar
Lake, ‘Bubak, & I had also the good fortune to meet in the Civil Hospital
one Din Mahomed of that sidé who had very intimate knowledge of birds,
& was especially ‘qualified by his long association w:th ‘European gamesters
who visited the Lake

It has been considered expedient to print Sindhi words with vowel
marks as guides to correct pronuncxatxon, although this meant so much more
space.

Needless to add that the search for words has been steadily carried on
up to the very last while the work was going through the press. Words that
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have just come into vogue owing to the exlgencles of current literature, have also
found place in it.

A list of cosrections has been appended, & it is suggested that every
oone purchasing a copy of the publication, should carry them out in the body of
the Dictionary before using it:

Certain words of Persian origin have had their ‘) wrongly convert-

-ed by long usage into w3®™ for instance, 99 %o 5 3o )8 etc. In such cases
I have made it a point to preserve the original spelling.

I cannot here refrain from gratefully acknowledging the help which
Mr. Parlajrai Gangaram of the Bombay Bakery has rendered in going through
-the MSS, and making needed corrections & valuable suggestions.

Special mention. should also be made of the assistance given me
in ie preparation of the MSS. by Mr. Lakhimal Wadhumal Thadhani.

: In conclusion, while my most heartfelt gratitude is due to the Good
‘God for preserving my life & health so long, & giving me the happiness of seeing
my life work in print, I must thank all those who have been good enough to help
me inany way in the accomplishment of my onerous task.

“JOTE’’ OF¥FICE, HYDERABAD, SIN D.‘; THE CQMPILER.

7th MARCH 1933

szlzograplt_y — (1) Webster’s Int. Dictionary; (2) The Concise Ox-
ford Dictionary; (3) The E.-Urdu Dictionaries (Fallon & Forbes); (4) J. T. Platt’s
Hindustani-E. Dictionary (kindly lent by Mr. Kewalram Khemchand Shahani, which
proved highly serviceable); (5)The NewCentury E.-Ur. Dictionary(R. R. Whyte); (6)
“The Student’s Practical E.-Ur. Dictionary (Ram Narain); (7) The Ur-E. & E-Ur.
Dictionary ( John Shakespeare), (8) A Manuscript of a small E.-S. Dictionary by
‘the late Mr. Sobhraj Hassanand, Dy. Ed. Inspector; (9) Wolstan's E.-Persian Diction-
ary;(10) Manuscript E.-S. chtxona.ry(Rev Shirt); (11) Sanskrit-E Dictionary(Apte);
(12) The 20th Century E.-Marathi Dictionary (Ranade); - (13) The Standard
E.-Gujrati Dictionary / V'ithalbhai Vyas & S. S. Patel); (14) Murray’s Vertebrate
Zoology of Sind, & Pi_ats & Drugs of Sind; (15) Dimmock’s Materia Medica; (16)
Farhang Jafferi; (17) A Dictionary of Commercial Terms; (18) The Hindi Glo-
ssary of Scientific Terms (Benares); (19) The Sind Gucetteer; (20) Kalichbeg’'s
Book on Gardening; (21) Nomenclature of Sind Crops (Kotumal J. Advani).
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adjective
adverb
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Hindu
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Mahomeden
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opposed

person
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P plural

phil. - philosophy

physiol. physiology

poel, _ poetry ,

S past participle

prep: preposition

print. printing -

pro. . pronoun

p-{.  past tense
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