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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDI;I‘ION.

WiTH the exception of two Directories of Sind published by a
private individual, one about the year 1857, and the other in 1862,
no work of a kind resembling a Gazetteer of the Province seems
at any time to have been compiled, and the present volume may
therefore fairly claim to be the first yet published.

Numerous official reports, memoirs, and notes on Sind, written
by Government officers of the different services, from a date anterior
to the conquest of the Province, and extending down to 1854, have
been published in a single volume, but such a work, though
abounding in much that is useful, could not take to itself the title
of Gazetteer. The names of several of the writers, such as Heddle,
Carless, Postans, Jacob, Goldsmid, Stocks, Burton, Wood, James,
and Pelly, are in themselves sufficient guarantees of the value of
their contributions, and the Compiler has not failed to avail him-
self largely of the great store of information contained in the
interesting reports of these able officers.

The introductory portion of the Gazetteer will be found to
contain a large amount of information, having special reference to
the Province of Sind taken as a whole, the Compiler deeming it
better so to arrange it, as otherwise much of this information
could not have found a place in the body of the work.

It is a matter of regret that so little mention can be made of the
geology of Sind; and, in the absence as yet of that scientific
research which is now going on in other parts of British India, it
is impossible to say whether this Province is ever likely to offer
a rich and attractive field to the geologist. The peculiar nature of
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the soil of Sind, the volcanic character of its hills, and the large
deposits of marine exuvie which are found on many of them, all
lead to the supposition that very much of the country must, at some
previous geological epoch, have been covered by the sea, drawing
forth, and not inaptly, the following observation :—

““Vidi ego, quod fuerat quondam solidissima tellus
Esse fretum ; vidi factas ex @quore terras ;
Et procul a pelago conchz jacuere marinz :
Et vetus inventa est in montibus anchora summus.
Quodque fuit campus, vallem decursus aquarum
Fecit.,”

It is considered advisable to mention that the population returns
as given in this Gazetteer are, to a great extent, either mere esti-
mates, or have reference to the Census of 1856. This is owing to
the returns of the Census of 1872 not having been compiled in
time to admit of their being included in the Introduction, or
throughout the alphabetical portion of the Gazetteer; but in the
Appendix No. II, the number of inhabitants in certain districts,
and in their chief towns, according to this latest census, has been
shown, where it is possible to do so.

In the description of towns and villages, none have, as a rule,
been entered in the Gazetteer having a less population than 8oo
souls, except where, from a previous state of prosperity, archi-
tectural remains, interesting antiquities, or the like, they were
considered of sufficient importance to demand a distinct notice.

The system of transliteration followed out in this Gazetteer
has been that prescribed by Government, viz., “the improved
Jonesian,” but it was not till August 1872 that any definite
arrangement on this head was arrived at. This will account, in
some measure, for the difference in spelling of several names in
the Introduction as compared with those in the alphabetical portion,
the sheets of the former having all been struck off before the
revised list of names was approved of.

A map of the Province of Sind accompanies the Gazetteer.
It has been prepared with care, and, though on a small scale, is
made to show, as far as is practicable, the extensive canal system
at present prevailing throughout the Province.
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Though it has been the object of the Compiler to make the
Sind Gazetteer as complete as the means placed at his disposal
would admit, it can only, it is feared, be considered at best as an
imperfect and preliminary work. Reliable statistical information
on many important subjects in connection with the Province is at
present almost unobtainable, and where supplied is merely of an
approximate nature. This state of things must necessarily so
continue till a proper system of statistical inquiry is organized
throughout the Province. It is nevertheless the hope of the
Compiler that a foundation at least has been laid, upon which
a better and more reliable superstructure may be raised in the
future.






PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

THis edition has been carefully revised and corrected through-
out, and the information contained in it brought down to as late a
date as the means placed at the Compiler’s disposal would allow.

The maps accompanying the Gazetteer have also been subjected
to careful revision, and in that of the Sind Provifce many new
names of towns, villages, &c., have been added. The slight
difference in spelling observable in places shown in this map and
in the Gazetteer volume, has arisen, from the fact that notice of a
further change in spelling, approved by the Government of India
in 1875, was not received in time by the Compiler to permit its
being adopted in the maps.

The population returns given in this edition are those according
to the latest census (that of 1872), and some tabular statements
showing certain results of this census have been included in the
list of Appendices at the end of the volume.

A. W. HuGHEsS.

Karacki, May 1876.
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INTRODUCTION.

CHAPTER I

GENERAL DESCRIPTION.

BOUNDARIES AND EXTENT OF THE PROVINCE OF SIND—THE
RANN OF KACHH-—PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF SIND—SCENERY
~—SOIL AND CLIMATE—DISEASES OF SIND—CROPS AND CULTI-
VATION—FORESTS —FOREST DEPARTMENT—ANIMAL KINGDOM
—IRRIGATION IN SIND—CANALS IN SIND—VARIOUS METHODS
OF IRRIGATION.

THE extensive country known as Sind, which became by con-
quest in 1843 an integral portion of British India, is believed to
have derived its name from the great river, the Indus, that flows
through and fertilises it. This stream was anciently called the
“Sindh or Sindhii,” a Sanskrit term for sea or collection of
water, and it probably gave its name to the country it watered,
though, according to native Sindian history, and with the usual
extravagance of Oriental vanity, Sind was said to have been so
called from Sind, the brother of Hind, the son of Nuh, or Noah,
whose descendants for many generations ruled that country.
Boundaries and Extent.—The province of Sind is bounded
on the north by the territory of His Highness the Khin of Kelat,
and by portions of the Panjab and of the Bahiwalpur State;
on the east by the Rajpit States of Jaisalmir and Jodhpur (or
Marwar) ; on the south by the Rann of Kachh and the Indian
Ocean ; and.on the west by the territory of His Highness the
Khin of Kelat. It lies between the 23rd and 28th parallels of
north latitude, and between the 66th and 71st meridians of east
longitude, and may be said to be 360 miles in length from north
to south, with an average breadth from east to west of 170 miles.
Including the territory of His Highness Mir Ali Murid Khin
Talpur, which separates a portion of the Shikarpur Collectorate
B
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from that of Hyderabad and the political superintendency of
Thar and Parkar, the area of Sind may be set down at between
56,000 and 57,000 square miles.

On its southern side Sind is watered by the Indian Ocean
for a distance of not less than 125 miles, extending in a south-
easterly direction from Cape Monze (or Ris Muari), its most
westerly point, to the Kori mouth of the Indus, this latter, once,
no doubt, one of its largest embouchures, but which has long
since been deserted by that stream. ,

The Rann of Kachh.—Further eastward the Rann of Kachh,
an immense salt-water waste covering an area of 7000 square
miles, borders the southern portion of the political superinten-
dency of Thar and Parkar for a distance .of nearly 140 miles.
Part of this extensive swamp, which is throughout devoid of
herbage, becomes for six months of the year—from June to
November—a salt lake, owing to the influx of the sea at Lakhpat
Bandar, on the Kachh side of the Kori mouth of the Indus, as
well as at Anjar in Kachh, and at Juria Bandar in Kitiawar.
During the remaining six months of the year, after the water has
evaporated, a fine salt remains on the surface, and then this
desert is frequented by herds of antelope, and by that very rare
animal the g#rkhar, or wild ass. Local tradition affirms that a
portion of the Rann was once a highly-cultivated tract, known by
the name of “Sayra,” a branch of the river Indus then reaching
it, but that it disappeared altogether when either the Sindians or
a convulsion of nature diverted the waters from it. To this day
the upper part of the Kori mouth, on which are situate the towns
of Wanga and Rahim-ki-Bazir, is called the Puran, or ancient
stream, and the time doubtless was when the Indus, by a more
easterly channel than the present, supplied sufficient water to
make a portion at least of the Rann fertile and productive. The
entire extent of the Sindian sea-coast, excepting that part lying
between Karachi and Cape Monze, at which latter place the
Pabb mountains approach the shore, is low and flat throughout;
and, as observed by the late Captain John Wood, formerly of the
Indian navy, and an excellent authority on all questions connected
with the Indus and its delta, is submerged at spring tides, when
the delta of the Indus resembles a low champaign tract of verdure,
with tufts of mangrove dotted along its seaward edge. The coast
is, in fact, made up of a series of mud-banks deposited by the
Indus, or in a few places consists of sand-hills blown in from the
sea-beach. The sea off this coast is also very shallow, and 'this
has, with much show of reason, been attributed to the enormous
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quantity of mud deposited by the river. A bank extends along
the coast from Karachi to Kachh, reaching from two or three
miles to five or six from land, and being in most places dry at low
water. It is this circumstance which makes the sea-coast of Sind
so dangerous of approach to large vessels.

Physical Geography.—Sind may be regarded as, on the
whole, a low and flat country, but exception must be taken to the
mountainous tract, partly of limestone and sandstone formation,
on its western boundary, which forms a natural line of demarcation
between it and Balochisthin. The country in the western portion
of the Karichi Collectorate, known as Kohistan, is also very hilly,
while a few insignificant ranges of limestone hills are found in
other parts of the province. One of these (the Ganja hills), in
the Hyderabad Collectorate, averages 100 feet in height, and
it is on this range that the city of Hyderabad is built. Another
running in a north-westerly direction from the vicinity of Jaisalmir,
attains towards the Indus an elevation of 150 feet, and forms
almost exclusively the rocks on which the town of Rohri and the
island fortress of Bukkur stand. A third, the Makli hill range,
situate near Tatta in the delta, is about ten miles in length,
with an elevation varying from 8o to 150 feet. Of all these the
mountain barrier dividing Sind from Balochisthin is by far the
loftiest, and first touches the Sind frontier about the 28th parallel
of north latitude. Hitherto this range has been generally, though
erroneously, known by the name of the “ Hali” mountains, but
its proper appellation is believed to be the “ Khirthar,” and this
it may be so called till it reaches the 26th parallel of latitude,
when the chain merges into the Pabb hills, which, after a length
of ninety miles in a southerly direction, meet the sea at Cape
Monze. The elevation of the Khirthar mountains is considerable,
some of the peaks rising to a height of above 7000 feet. The
Pabb hills, on the other hand, are much less lofty, and are not
believed to possess a higher elevation than 2000 feet. Among
the valleys and ravines of this range flows the Habb, the only
permanent river in the province except the Indus, and which, for
a considerable distance, forms the western frontier of Sind. A
striking feature in the Khirthar mountains is their division into
three parallel tiers or ridges. The first or most easterly has its
sides steep and precipitous towards the west, but with a long
gradient to the east; the second has flat tops and rounded sides,
with deep ravines and fissures ; the third consists of vast plateaux
of table-land, and is composed, in part, of fossiliferous limestone.
They possess but little soil, and in consequence have little or no

D 2
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vegetation upon them. As yet this range has not been utilised
in a sanitary point of view, with the exception of two small
stations, Dhir Yaro, and the Danna Towers, both situate in the
Mehar Deputy Collectorate at elevations respectively of 6ooo and
4500 feet above sea-level, but access to them is so rough and
difficult as to make them but of little use. Connected with the
Khirthar chain of hills, and running eastward into the Sehwan
district of the Karachi Collectorate, is the dry and arid Lakki
range, fifty miles in length, the result evidently of volcanic action,
as shown by the frequent occurrence of hot springs and sulphurous
exhalations. The highest elevation of this range, which terminates
abruptly on the west bank of the Indus, near Sehwan, is estirnated
at from 1500 to 2000 feet. All the hill ranges hitherto mentioned
may be said to be of sandstone and limestone formations, and
several of them abound in marine exsvie. Among the extensive
alluvial regions which are to be found in Sind, perhaps the finest
and most productive is that about Shikarpur and Lirkana, com-
prising a long, narrow island, extending from north to south about
100 miles, and enclosed by the river Indus and the western Nara.
It is the expansion of this latter stream which has formed the
only large lake to be found in Sind, that called the * Manchhar,”
in the Sehwan district. During the inundation season this sheet
of water is said to be twenty miles in length, and to cover an area
of about 180 square miles. Another of these regions, on an
average between seventy and eighty miles wide, is to be found
stretching eastward from the Indus, having the eastern Nira
flowing through it during the inundation season. Through this
tract, and indeed through much of the immense district now called
the Thar and Parkar, the Indus is supposed ages since to have
poured its waters, rendering fertile what has since been known as
the Eastern Desert. This fact seems to be indicated not only by
the many vestiges of ancient towns that have been observed, but
by the numerous beds of rivers long dried up which intersect this
arid tract. The deserted course of a large river, now known as
the Rén Nila, still exists in the Bahawalpur territory and the
Rohri district, and this, joining the eastern Nira, may very
probably have emptied itself into the sea by what is now called
the Kori mouth of the Indus. On the eastern border of Sind, the
country is much covered with sand-hills, which vary and shift
under the influence of the tempests prevailing in this sterile
wilderness. Large tracts destitute of the means of irrigation are
also frequent in Sind. Of this nature is the Pat, or desert of
Shikarpur, thirty miles across, and lying between that town and
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the Bolan pass. It consists of the clay deposited by the Bolin,
the Nari, and other torrents which flow down from the Khirthar
range of mountains and are lost in this dreary waste.

8cenery.—The natural scenery of a flat and level country like
that of Sind cannot be expected, in this respect, to vie with the
many more highly-favoured spots of British India. To a stranger
approaching the shores of Sind, nothing can perhaps be more
dreary and uninteresting than the first appearance of the coast,
which, with a very few exceptions, is entirely destitute of trees
or shrubs. On the other hand, in parts of Kohistin, the hilly
region of the Karichi Collectorate, the scenery is said to be very
fine, but, owing to the volcanic nature of the rock, it is wanting
in that most desirable accessory to beauty, trees and foliage.
Again, in the Thar and Parkar districts, and in the eastern portions
of the Khairpur territory, and of the Rohri' Deputy Collectorate,
there is the “registhan,” or desert tract, where nothing is to be
seen but sand-hills, many of them, however, bold in outline and
fairly wooded. These hills succeed each other like vast waves of
sand. In the inundation season, in the numerous “ dhandhs” (or
flood hollows) of the eastern Nira, are spots of great beauty, but,
owing to miasmatic influences, they are exceedingly dangerous
places to encamp in. The alluvial tract on either side of the
Indus, extending for a distance varying from ten to twelve miles,
though superior to any other part of Sind in soil and productive-
ness, is, as regards its scenery, tame and uninteresting, except
where fine stretches of the river Indus are seen bordered by
extensive “ babul” (acacia) forests, which in many places skirt the
river edge for miles together. Near the town of Sehwan, the
Lakki range of hills terminates abruptly on the Indus, in a nearly
perpendicular face of rock 6oo feet high, and presents a splendid
appearance from the river ; but unquestionably the finest view in
the province is that afforded by the towns of Sukkur and Rohri,
and the island fortress of Bukkur, with its lofty castellated walls,
lying in the stream between them. They are all built on the
limestone range of hills which here intersects the Indus, and the
minarets and houses, more especially those of Rohri, rise up to
a towering height above the river, which they seem apparently to
overhang. The pretty verdure-covered island of Sadh Béla, with
its sacred shrine, lies a short distance to the south of the Bukkur
fort, and on either side of the river, dotted here and there, are
groves of date and acacia with their dark green foliage, the whole,
with the magnificent stream which rushes swiftly by, combining to
form a picture at once brilliant and beautiful.
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Soil and Climate.—The soil of Sind, according to the late
Dr. J. E. Stocks—formerly Conservator of Forests in the Bombay
Presidency, and a very enterprising investigator of the natural
productions of Sind—*“is a plastic clay, most strongly impreg-
nated with salt; quickly covered with this fertile warp of a river:
remarkably charged with fertilising matter when (naturally or by
canals) it is brought within its influence, and as quickly reduced
to a barren sand when the river is diverted or never brought near
it. In many parts, also, are rocky formations, chiefly of carbonate
of lime. The soil, indeed, in some parts of the province is so rich
as to produce regularly two crops, sometimes more, in the year,
without any application of manure ; but this is where the land is
annually overflowed by the Indus, or is exposed to its léts’ or
floods. The alluvial tracts nevertheless contain much saltpetre,
and in South Sind, where the soil is largely mixed up with sand,
it is so impregnated with common salt as to produce by evapora-
tion, after simply pouring water over it, an abundant supply of
that article.” The following additional remarks by Dr. Stocks on
the climate, as applying to those parts of Central and Upper Sind
irrigated by the Indus and its branches, will be read with interest.
“Sind is an extra-tropical country, the average temperature of
whose summer months rises to 95° Fahr., and whose winter
months have an average temperature of 60°. The highest
temperature of the hottest days in summer frequently rises to 110°;
less frequently to 120°. The lowest temperature of the night in
winter is a few degrees below freezing-point (32°); and, what is
more important, with regard to vegetation, the temperature of a
winter day (average) ranges between 80° and 40°. Many places
have occasionally as high a temperature, but none such a con-
tinuance of hot weather (owing to the deficiency of rain), whence
arises the high summer average. It is a country where the date
tree, from the equator northwards, first ripens, and brings its fruit
to perfection in any quantity ; where the apple begins to produce
eatable fruit with little attention—a transition from the difficulty
of obtaining that fruit in India, to the ease and perfection with
which it is cultivated in Khorasan; where that remarkable family
of plants, the balsam trees, first begins, from the equator north-
wards, to yield a copious supply of gum resin, useful in the arts
and in medicine ; where the pomegranate is capable of bearing a
fine and delicious fruit, and yet the mango does not fall off in
excellence ; where in the heat of summer tropical fruits and grains
are cultivated, while in the cold bracing winter extra-tropical and
European grains, pulse and vegetables may be grown with no
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perceptible deterioration ; where the indigenous vegetation is one-
third Arabian and Egyptian, and two-thirds Indian.” The same
authority, in noticing the deficiency of rain in Sind, arising from
its being almost out of the range of the monsoon, observes at the
same time that its overflowing river makes up to a certain extent
for this deficiency. Dr. Lord, also, in his memoir on the plain of
the Indus, remarks that—*though situate on the verge of two
monsoons, Sind is unrefreshed by the waters of either. The
south-west monsoon terminates at Lakhpat Bandar (on the western
coast of Kachh), as accurately as though it covenanted not to
violate the Sind frontier. The north-west monsoon, which deluges
the country to the west, comes no farther than Karichi, and even
there the annual fall of rain does not exceed six or eight inches.”
Sometimes for a long interval, indeed for two or three years in
succession, little or no rain falls in Sind, while, on the other
hand, very heavy downpours occur, the yearly average of a single
season occasionally falling in one or two consecutive days. The
climate on the sea-coast is, as may be supposed, very much more
equable in temperature than that of Central or Upper Sind.
Owing to the strong sea-breezes which blow on the coast steadily
day and night from about April to October, Karichi—the only
sea-port in Sind—enjoys a far more salubrious climate than those
Sindian towns situate in the interior—such as Hyderabad, Shi-
kirpur, Sehwan, or Liarkina; but, as a natural consequence of
this mild climate, the temperature of Karachi in the winter months
is much higher than that of the places just mentioned. In
Northern Sind, during the winter season, frost is not unknown,
and ice has been observed even in February; but, on the other
hand, the temperature in summer is excessively high. For weeks
together, during that season, the thermometer, a¢ night, at Shi-
kirpur, where the atmosphere is seldom disturbed by wind
currents, will not perhaps show a temperature below 100° while in
the blazing glare of a mid-day sun it will rise as high as 165°. It
is this great and prolonged heat, together with the pestilential
exhalations that rise from the many stagnant pools left after the
annual inundation, and the decaying vegetable matter deposited
on the surface in the autumnal season, which produce the fatal
fever and ague so common to the country. It is zken that the
natives themselves suffer severely from its effects, and it cannot,
therefore, be wondered at that British troops, quartered in Sind,
have at times experienced a terrible mortality from these exciting
causes. It is recorded in 1840, that the whole of the 26th
Regiment Bombay N.L, stationed at Tatta, in Lower Sind, were
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at that season of the year, with the exception of three persons,
attacked with this fever, and that nearly one hundred died. In
1845, a wing of H. M.’s 78th Highlanders also suffered severely
from fever when on the march from Karachi to Sukkur, in the
month of September. The other wing of the regiment—which
had been previously conveyed to Sukkur in steamers by the river
route—was free from the disease until the arrival of the sick wing,
when it at once caught the infection and paid the penalty in a
frightful mortality. The total number of deaths in the regiment
from this terrible malady exceeded four hundred.

Diseases of 8ind.—The other prevailing diseases are small-
pox, and at times cholera, the latter, unfortunately, a too frequent
visitant in Sind. It first appeared in 1839, near the town of
Tatta in Lower Sind, where at the time a British force was sta-
tioned, and this it at once attacked. In 1846 it prevailed with
great severity at Karichi, and again in successive years up to
1853 ; it did not confine itself to that station, but appeared also in
various towns in Upper and Lower Sind. After that it. did not
re-appear till April, 1861, when it severely scourged the whole
province. It was this time most virulent in the Shikarpur Collecto-
rate, next in the Kariachi districts, and least of all in the Central
Collectorate of Hyderabad. In 1865 it prevailed at Karichi
and in other parts of Sind with more or less severity, but it
did not show itself again with any degree of activity till 1869,
when it visited the province generally ; but its most fatal effects
were this time confined to Central Sind and the Thar and Parkar
districts, the towns of Hyderabad, Kotri, Umarkot, Bubak, and a
few others suffering severely from this perplexing disease. Karachi
was not visited to any extent, the deaths being comparatively
few ; much of this was no doubt owing to the excellent pre-
cautions which had been taken by the authorities in a sanitary
point of view to check the progress of the epidemic, and pre-
vent its spreading among so large a population of Europeans and
natives.

Crops and Cultivation.—There are two principal yearly
crops in Sind—the vernal and the autumnal. The first, known
under the name of “ Rabi,” is sown in the autumnal months of
August, September, and October (called in the Sindi language,
Bado, Asu, and Kati), and reaped in the spring about February,
March, and April (Pkhagan and Ckait). The second, called
¢« Kharif,” is sown in the summer months of May, June, July, and
August (Jet, Akkar, and Sdwan), at a time when the Indus is in
flood, and is reaped during the months of October, November, and
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December (Katti, Nahiri,and Pok). In some of the Sind districts
a third and distinct crop, called * Peshras,” is added ; this is sown
in March and reaped. in July and August. The principal grains
and other productions included under the “ Rabi” crop are the
following : Of grains—wheat and barley ; of pulses—Bengal gram
and other vetches ; of oil-seeds—mustard and safflower; of vege-
tables—garlic, onions, radishes, carrots, turnips, &c.; of dye-
plants—indigo ; of intoxicating and medicinal plants—hemp and
senna. Under the “ Kharif” crop may be included, bajri (Pesni-
allaria vulgaris), juar (Sorghum vulgare), the two principal grains
grown in Sind ; rice, ningli (Eleusine coracana), and ragi (Cyno-
surus coracanus) ; of pulses—urad (Phaseolus radiatus), chauli
(Dolickos sinensis), and miing (Phaseolus mungv) ; of oil-seeds—til
(or gingelli) and cotton. Bajri and cotton are occasionally raised
on what is called “ Barani,” or rain land. If rain falls early the
seed is sown in expectation of a later fall, but where this is not the
case, the Rabi crops—sarsii and jambho—are cultivated. Should
much rain have fallen and the ground be in consequence well
flooded, any Rabi crop can be grown in it. The fruits common
to the country are dates, plantains, mangoes, limes, oranges,
pomegranates, citrons, figs, grapes, apples (of a fine quality), tama-
rinds, mulberries, and melons ; nectarine, peach, apricot, and other
fruit trees have of late years been successfully introduced into
different parts of the province. Dr. Stocks has placed on record
a list of the grains and other productions cultivated in various
parts of Sind, the number of kinds of which he estimates at 88.
These are as follow :

Kinds. Kinds.

1. Grains (Graminez) . . . 10 7. Cordage and clothing 3
2. Pulses (Leguminose) . . . 7 8. Tobacco and sugar .2
3. Oil-seeds . . . . . 6 9. Intoxicating plants . 3
4 Greens and vegetables . . 11 | 10. Medicines . . . 4
5 Gourds(Cmr&:latee) . . 10 | 11. Condiments .5
6. Dye-plants . . . . . 6| 12 Fruits . . 21
50 38

Methods of Cultivation.—In their methods of cultivation
the Sindis do not appear to have any idea of a proper rotation of
crops, and these are in consequence raised pretty generally at hap-
hazard. The following description of the method of preparing the
ground and of cultivating the principal crops in Sind, is ex-
tracted mainly from the reports on this subject by Lieut. H. James,
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a former deputy-collector in Upper Sind, written thirty years
ago, and by Major C. Boulton, deputy collector of the Tanda
district, who described it as late as 1870. The implements of
husbandry among the Sindis are the plough (4ar), drawn by two
bullocks ; the harrow (sa4ar), a heavy log of wood drawn by four
bullocks, a man standing on each end of it ; the seed-sower (nar7),
which is a tube fixed to the plough having a wooden funnel on
the top ; through this the seed is passed when the ground is being
ploughed for the last time, the cultivator supplying it from a
bundle attached to his waist; a curved hook (dafro) with teeth
like a saw, for reaping purposes, and the hoe (4#riak) used for
weeding, &c.

Rice.—In the cultivation of rice the ground is ploughed once,
s0 soon as it is sufficiently dry, and about the middle of April, if
water be procurable from the Zacka wells generally dug for this
purpose, the seed is sown by means of a drill attached to the
plough. When water is not readily obtainable, the soil is enriched
with manure to force the growth of the plants, and to allow of
their being prepared for transplanting about the middle of June.
The land is afterwards flooded to a depth sufficient to allow the
heads of the plants only appearing a little above the water, and
this condition is carried out during their growth. Rice crops are
subject to injury from rats, blight, crabs, drought, or accidental
overflooding.

Bajri and Juar.—For cultivating bajri and juar—the two
staple crops of Sthhd—the ground is flooded to a depth of three
or four inches in small areas about the end of June. In these,
when sufficiently dry, seed is sown broadcast and ploughed into
the soil ; occasionally the harrow is used, so that the seed may be
well covered with earth and protected from birds. The field is
then again divided by low embankments into smaller areas, and
the crops are watered as occasion requires, taking care always
to keep the ground sufficiently moist. As a general rule, water
is given about twice during the first month, after which a
watering every three weeks suffices till the crop is ready to cut.
A field of juar requires rather more water than one of bijri, and
a little weeding is sometimes necessary during the early part of
the season.

Cotton.—Cotton is cultivated in two ways—sailabi and bosi;
the first requires frequent watering after being planted, and the
seed is sown on the sides of ridges after the surface has been
inundated, the holes being made at a distance of about a foot and
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a half from each other. The second description is sown on the
surface of lands left by the inundation ; no after waterings are
needed, the dew, which falls heavily, affording sufficient moisture ;
the only care required is to keep the earth about the stems
loose and free from weeds. Cotton is sown in Upper Sind at
the end of February or beginning of March, sometimes in May and
June, and picked in July and August, and also in November
and December. After picking, the cattle are turned in to graze,
and the crops are then left for a second year. Cattle dung is used
as a manure in the proportion of about 1z maunds to a bigi. In
other parts of Sind, cotton is not cultivated till the canals fill
in June, and the cropis, in consequence, not picked till November,
or even December. A cotton crop is liable to injury from bug,
frost, and locusts.

Sugar-cane.—For raising sugar-cane crops the land is richly
manured, and ploughed over and over again until the manure is
well mixed with the soil. After the land has been carefully pre-
pared and weeded the sowing commences in the month of March
by small pieces of cane, each with an eye, being put into the
ground at regular intervals. The field is then constantly irrigated,
so as to be in a continual state of moisture. During the hot
season it is perfectly saturated with water and kept free from
weeds. In Upper Sind the sugar-cane is planted out in January
or February and cut in November or December. The cane is
usually sold standing, and is cut and manufactured by the pur-
chaser. The expense of cultivating sugar-cane is heavy, owing to
the long time the crop takes to mature and the great quantity of
water required for properly irrigating it It is liable to injury at
planting out from attacks of white ants, and at different stages of
its growth from jackals, rats, maggots, and frost.

Tobacco.—For the cultivation of tobacco the ground is very
carefully prepared by flooding, ploughing, harrowing, and weeding
about the beginning of June. It is afterwards formed into small
areas, which are divided into trenches, and the earth well banked
up. Water is then admitted, but not sufficient to cover the
embanked portions, and along the water edge of these the seed is
carefully sown. The crop is kept constantly watered, but the irri-
gation is, as it were, an under-surface ‘one. As weeding is essen-
tially necessary, a tobacco crop is troublesome to raise, and the
curing of the leaf is a long and tedious operation. The crop is
liable to injury from locusts and frost.

The extent of cultivated land in Sind in the year 1873-74, was
18,63,615 acres, and the following table will show its distribution
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under its four different heads of cultivation in. each of the five
districts of the province :

Diswict.” | Kharf. | Rabi | Peshras | Bariui | Total

A. A . A A. | A.
Karachi . . . | 1,89,226 53,2085 . 49,354 | 2,91,785
Hyderabad . . ' 4,09,054 62,176 .. 10,689 | 4,81,919
Shikarpur . . ' 4,48,219 | 2,14,431 .. 18,250 ,80,900
Frontier . . .| 1,02,025 « 43,895 | 594 21 | 1,46,535
Thar and Parkar | 79,122 | 49,188 .. 1,34,166 | 2,62,476
l12,27,646 | 4,22,895 | 594 | 2,12,480 |l8.63.6!s

The extent to which each of the principal products was in that
same year cultivated was as follows : )

Acres. ' Acres.
I Juar . . . . . 3,88,418 6. Cotton . . . . 50,577
2 Bajri. . . . . 3,58,670 7. Barley . . . . 10,331
3. Rice. . . . . 4,76,439 8 Indigo . . . . 5,757
4 Oilseeds . . . 2,16,199 9. Tobacco . . . . 7,365
5. Wheat . . . . 2,60,056 | 10. Sugar-cane . . . 3,716

Forests.—The extent of forest land in Sind is small when the
large area of the province is taken into consideration, covering
but 500 square miles or thereabouts, though in this area the forests
in the territory of H. H. Mir Ali Murad of Khairpur are not
included. At present there are about eighty-seven forests in Sind,
nearly all of them situate on the banks of the Indus, and extending
southward from Ghotki in the Rohri Deputy Collectorate to the
middle delta. They are narrow strips of land, having a breadth
of from a quarter to two miles, and from two to three miles in
length; twenty-five are on the western and sixty-one on the
eastern bank of the river. The largest of these forests are those
of Mairi, Khianot, Liikpur, and Bhorti in the Hyderabad districts ;
Sadija, Andaldal, and Shihpur in the Shikirpur district; and
Unarpur, Viran, and Buto, in the Karachi Collectorate. Several
of these forests are between gooo and 10,000 acres in area, but
many of them are at times greatly diminished in extent owing
to the encroaching nature of the stream on the banks of which
they are situate. From this cause fully 1000 acres of the Dhiréja
forest in the Shikdrpur Collectorate were, in 1863, swept away
into the river, and the same fate attended the forests of Sundar-
bélo and Samtia, the former in 1864~65, and the latter in the year
following. The wood of these forests consists mostly of babul
(Acacia arabica), bahan (Populus euphratica), and kandi (Prosopis
spicigera). The tali (Dalbergia sissi), a finc tree, grows o some
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extent in Upper Sind, but can hardly be considered as indigenous
to the province ; the iron-wood tree (Z7ovoma undulata) is found
abundantly near the hills in the Mehar districts. Besides these
there are the nim (Meclia azadirachta), the pipal (Ficus religiosa).
the bér (Zizyphus jujula), and a few others. The babul, which is
the staple tree in the forests of Lower Sind, is of quick growth,
very tough and heavy, and much used for boat-building and for
fuel. It has also been successfully tried in the manufacture of
railway sleepers. The seed-pods are used for fattening cattle, the
bark for tanning, and the leaves are greedily eaten by camels and
goats. The da/an, which is the staple tree of Upper Sind, is a
light tough wood used for building purposes, as also for making
the celebrated lacquered boxes of Hala and Khanot. The 4anti,
when taken care of) is a straight-growing tree, and the wood is
much used by the Sindis for household furniture. The leafless
caper, or kirar (Capparis aphylla), is valuable, as its wood, which
is used for rafters and the knees of boats, resists the attacks of
white ants. Two kinds of tamarisks are found in the Sind forests,
as well as in that part of the delta of the Indus which has been
deserted by the river, the “jhao” (77 orientalis), and the “lai”
(7. indica) ; from the former is obtained a kind of gum or manna,
and from the latter, gall-nuts; both trees, from their resinous
properties, afford a fair steam fuel. Of reed grasses there are
three varieties: two of the “sar” (4runde karka), from which a
rope is made much used by boatmen for tracking purposes, and
one of the “ khan,” from which rough mats for putting on lands,
or canal banks, are manufactured. There are no forests in the
delta of the Indus, but its shores, as well as the numerous inlets
on it, abound with mangrove trees, which, though low in height,
have frequently a growth of twelve feet. As a fuel this wood
burns well. Among the trees which have of late years been
introduced into Sind by the Forest Department are the following :
the tamarind tree (Zamarindus indica) ; several Australian wattle-
trees, such as the Acacia dealbata, A. lopantha, and the A.
melanoxylon. The waterchestnut (Z7apa natans), into Upper
Sind in 1867, as also the ¢ Aula” (Emblica officinalis), the bahera
(Terminalia bellerica), the carob tree (Ceratonia siligua), the China
tallow tree (Stillingia sebifera), the bél (Egle marmelos), and the
mauah (Bassia latifolia).

Forest Department.—For the conservancy and management
of the Sind forests there is a specially organised department, con-
sisting of a conservator, several assistants, inspectors—with their
respective office establishments—forest tapadars and foresters.
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The forest lands are divided into fifteen divisions or thpas, over
each of which is placed a forest tapadir, whose chief duties are to
attend to the cutting of wood for sale, and for steam fuel, to collect
the forest revenue and keep the accounts, to protect that portion
of the forests immediately abutting on the river-bank, and, in
short, to watch generally over the interests and well-being of the
forests put under his charge. The foresters, who are known
under the name of *“rakhas,” are placed under the orders.of the
tapadars, and for this purpose reside on the confines of the
forests in which their duties lay. The revenue derived from the
Sind forests has greatly increased during the past fourteen years,
as will be seen from the following table, which shows the receipts
and disbursements from 1860—61 to 1873—74 inclusive :

Year. R« '., S. Disbur
R. R.
1860—61 1,20,624 61,217
1861—62 1,18,654 57,410
1862—63 97,604 56,835

1863—64 1,82,364 1,08,451
1864—65 2,66,278 1,60,762
1865—66 2,68,105 1,59,056
1866—67 2,72,101 1,66,898
1867—68 2,57,193 1,58,381
1868—69 2,35,%1 1,29,901
l869_70 2,46G,0803

[870“71 21019356 '»69’235
1871—72 2,13,987 1,42,701
1872—73 | 2,69,876 | 1,55,c36
1873—74 | 2,59,415 | 1,81,892

These receipts are made up mostly from grazing fees, sale of
firewood and timber, cultivation, fisheries, charcoal, babul pods
and seeds, reeds, mangoes, fines, &c. Large quantities of fire-
wood are sent to Bombay, by way of Kéti-bandar.

Animal Kingdom.—The animal kingdom in Sind would
appear to be fairly represented. Burnes states that, from informa-
tion obtained in his mission of 1837, he found the zoology of
Sind to comprise of genera and species, twenty mammalia, one
hundred and ninety-one birds, thirty-six fishes, eleven reptiles,
besides two hundred in other departments of natural history.
Among wild animals, there is the tiger, found occasionally in the
jungles of Upper Sind, the hyena, the girdkar or wild ass (in
the southern part of the Thar and Parkar district), the wolf,
jackal, fox, wild hog, antelope, “ pharho,” or hog-deer (Axis por-
cinus), hares, and porcupines. Among birds of prey, the vulture,
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and several varieties of falcons. The flamingo, pelican, stork,
and crane frequent the shores of the delta, and the Egyptian ibis
is common. There are, besides the “ ubara ” (or bustard), known
also under the name of * tiliir,” rock-grouse, quail, partridge, and
various descriptions of parrots. Waterfowl are plentiful, especially
in the cold season, when the lakes and “ dhandhs” are covered
with wild geese, &u/ang, ducks, teal, curlew, and snipe. Among
reptiles are to be found snakes of several varieties—scorpions,
lizards, centipedes, &c. The snakes it is feared are very numerous,
if the number of deaths which are said to occur yearly from snake-
bite be taken as any criterion by which to judge of their prevalence.

The different kinds of fish met with in the Indus, as well as in
the canals and dhandhs which lead from it, throughout Sind, will
be found treated of in the notice of that river (see Indus).
Among domestic animals in Sind, the camel, which is of the one-
humped variety, takes, from its size and utility, the first rank as
a beast of burden. It is hardy, strong, and capable of muchk
endurance ; its milk is a favourite article of diet, and from its
hair are made coarse but strong cloths. The camel is bred in
great numbers in the salt marshes of the Indus, the finer descrip-
tions being reserved for the saddle. They are also used for
grinding corn, pressing oil, and in turning the Persian wheel for
field irrigation. Great herds of buffaloes are fed on the swampy
tracts of the delta, and the ghs made from their milk forms a
most important article in Sindian commerce. Sheep and goats
abound in Upper Sind, on the borders of the Pat, or Shikirpur
desert, and in the Thar and Parkar. The best wool in Sind
comes from the fleeces of the sheep kept in the former districts.
The horses of Sind are small and mean in appearance, but
hardy, active, and capable of enduring much fatigue; great
attention is given by the Balochis in Upper Sind to the breeding
of mares. The asses are small in size, but are strong and active,
and thrive on the coarsest fare. The mules are large, strong,
handsome, and quick in pace. The bullocks, which are small in
size when compared with the finer kinds in other parts of India,
are mostly employed for draught, and for turning wheels used in
irrigating land.

Irrigation in S8ind.—In concluding this general account of
the province, it will not perhaps be here considered out of place
to describe the system generally adopted in Sind for irrigating
land by means of the many canals, which, drawing their water
supply from the river Indus, are made to intersect the country for
purposes of cultivation ; and as this subject was fully entered into
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and described some years ago by Captain (now Colonel) J. G. Fife,
Bombay R.E., the projector of the Eastern Nard scheme, and for
some time the head of the Irrigational Department in Sind,
extracts from his interesting report will here be given, touching
generally upon the canals in Sind, and the various methods of
irrigating land from them. _

“Sind is an alluvial plain, almost every portion of which has,
at some time or other, been swept by the Indus or its branches.
In almost every direction traces of ancient channels are met with,
and where they are large and can be traced for any considerable
distance, they are most useful in indicating the relative levels
of the country; for it is an axiom in places like Sind, formed by
the deposit from the river, that the land is always highest at the
river bank, and low the further the bank is receded from. The
cause of this is well understood ; the river brings down from the
hill torrents a greater quantity of detritus than its stream—mode-
rated in velocity in the valley below—can carry forward. The
result is, that the bed and banks of the channel are continually
rising, the bed rises most perhaps. While the inundation is
subsiding, the banks are raised by the deposit from the flood-
water during overflow. The process is a sure one, but it is very
slow ; for though it is now—it is believed—according to tradition,
about 8oo years since the Indus forsook an ancient channel for
its present one, the banks which correspond with the flood-level
of the river are now only sufficiently raised above the country
inland to admit of a very imperfect description of irrigation from
the river being carried on. In some places the slope of the plain
from the river bank is a foot per mile ; in others, it is only six
inches ; and where some ancient channel is met with inland, the
ground is often found to be as high as the bank of the present
channel, with a slight depression between the two.

Canals in 8ind. —‘“ The canals in Sind are excavations
carried away from the river in an oblique direction, so as to
secure as great a fall per mile as possible; they vary from ten to
one hundred feet in width, and from four to ten feet in depth.,
None of them have their heads where the river bank is perma-
nent, and none of them are deep enough to draw off water from
the river except during the inundation ; the river has to rise many
feet before the water will run into them. The general direction
of the canals is often good, but they have so many intermediate
awkward bends, that a great part of the fall is thrown away. They
are irregular in shape, and irregular in slope or fall. They gene-
rally very nearly follow the slope of the country, so that in some
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places they have a fall of one foot per mile, in others, only two
or three inches. In fact, they resemble natural water-courses
much more than canals. In some cases, they are really old
natural branches of the river, kept open by annual clearance of
the silt which accumulates in them during the inundation. They
have all the same grand defects. The irregularity of their supply
of water, arising from the variation of the inundation, is still
further increased from the changes in the river channel at their
heads ; and from their becoming nearly always partly, and some-
times completely, choked with silt at their mouths. This will be
readily understood by a consideration of their faulty construction.
From the position of their heads they are evidently Liable to two
evils: either the river encroaches and tears away the bank at
their heads, throwing such quantities of silt into them as mate-
rially to diminish, and sometimes even to totally stop the supply
of water, or the river recedes and forms an enormous sand-bank,
and ultimately new land in front of their mouths. In the first
case, from the setting of the stream against the bank, the canals
get more water at the early part of the season, but from the
silting up of their mouths, less during the latter part. In the
second case, the supply is more scanty, but it is more regular,
until totally cut off by the sand-bank, as the quantity of silt
thrown into the canals is less. The setting of the stream against
the bank, combined with the endless alterations that take place
in the bed of the river, sometimes cause a difference of two feet
in the level of the water at particular spots ; and from this and
the actual difference in volume of the inundation each season,
previously explained, 2 most extraordinary difference is caused in
the quantity of water which enters the canals. From the shallow-
ness of the canals, a difference of two feet in the inundation
causes a difference of perhaps not less than ene-fAird of the whole
supply drawn off by them, yet each season the supply actually
required for irrigation is the same.

Various Methods of Irrigation.—* The irrigation carried
on by means of the canals may be classed under three heads,
according to the elevation of the land. First, there is land on
to which the water will not run without the aid of machinery.
Second, there is land which is watered with the aid of machinery
while the supply in the canal is low, but on to which the water
will run without a lift when the canal is full.  Third, there is land
which is so low that after the canal is three parts full, the water
can be run off without a lift, no machinery being ever used. The
caltivation carried on in these three classes of land may be thus

c
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briefly described. In the first case, the cultivator has his cattle
and servants ready by perhaps the r5th of May, to commence
working the water-wheels, ploughing and sowing; but as the
supply of water is dependent on the rise of the inundation, it
never comes on the same date for two successive years, and of
course his cattle and servants are kept idle till it does arrive.
When the water at length makes its appearance work is com-
menced with activity and carried on steadily, unless, from the
river suddenly falling, the supply of water should be cut off, in
which case of course there is an interruption, and the cattle and
servants are again idle. After this, a second subsidence of the
river is rare, and the work proceeds steadily, but it also proceeds
slowly. The rate at which the sowing is carried on is dependent
on the number of bullocks the cultivator can procure—and of
course as at this period most of the other cultivators are similarly
circumstanced, it is difficult to procure a sufficient number,—the
land is so hard and dry, that it must be watered before it can be
ploughed. Time creeps on before he has sown all his land, the
best period for sowing is past. However, as he commenced
early, a very small portion only of his crop is poor from late
sowing ; and, on the whole, the crop is good, unless from the
early subsidence of the inundation in August, he has experienced
difficulty in getting his water-wheels to throw up sufficient water,
a subsidence of three or four feet in the level of the water doubling
the labour and expense, and halving the speed at which the
irrigation is carried on. Should this early subsidence take place,
some of his crop will be inferior, from being insufficiently watered.

“ In the second case, where the land is partly watered by machi-
nery and partly without, the cultivator also awaits the arrival of
the water with his servants and cattle, and is during the early part
of the season subject to the same losses and interruption. Later,
however, he finds that the water is sufficiently high to run on
to the land without a lift, and he therefore stops his wheel and
employs all his cattle in ploughing. The sowing progresses
rapidly, but a great part of it is late ; matters progress favourably
till the river begins to subside, when a difficulty immediately
arises. The river falls perhaps three inches only, but the canals,
owing to the mouth choking, fall a foot, and the water will no
longer run on to the land without a lift. The wheel can do little
more than water the land sown with its aid, the remainder of the
crop suffers from want of water, and what was sown immediately
before the water subsided, utterly fails.

“In the third case, when the land is irrigated without the aid of
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machinery, the cultivator rarely commences till late in the season,
as the canal must be nearly full of water, and this does not take
place till the inundation period is half over ; a great part of the
crop is sown too late, and when it is juar or bijri, blight very
frequently destroys it. This description of cultivation is, more-
over, exposed to two most serious risks: either the water begins
to subside too early, and two or three inches of subsidence renders
it impossible to water the land, or from some unexpected rise in
the river a greater quantity of water comes into the canal than
can be used, it bursts its banks, and of course this description of
land, which is always low, becomes inundated, and the crop is
partly, if not totally, destroyed.

‘* The results of these three classes of cultivation may be thus
briefly summed up :

‘“ The first class is on the whole good, but it is very expensive
from the heavy expense attending the raising of the water, which
costs almost two rupees per diga, or nearly twice as much as the
land-tax the cultivator pays to Government,

‘“ The second class is inferior, but less costly, the facility for
irrigation being greater.

“The third class is very inferior, from the many risks to which
it is exposed, but from the great facility there is for irrigation, it
costs very little ; little or no capital is necessary to start with, and
it is extremely popular among the poorer classes.

“ With the cultivation exposed to so many risks, arising from
the capricious nature of the water supply, it cannot be matter for
wonder that the people should look on the cultivation as a species
of lottery. They are successful one season and bankrupts the
next. No one who sows can tell what he will reap. Too little or
too much water, the supply coming too soon or too late, and the
blight arising from sowing at the wrong time, combine to render
speculation on the result of the cultivation a riddle which none
can solve. From the very frequent failing of crops the cultivators
on the whole are very poorly repaid for their labour ; but this
does not prevent them from forsaking regular and fairly-paid
occupation for cultivation. They may win if the capricious river
only furnished the proper quantity of water at the proper time to
suit the particular class of land on which the venture is made.

Comparison of Produce.—* It will be interesting now to
compare the total quantity of produce which ought to be derived
from the cultivation in Sind, with the total quantity actually
produced, in order to ascertain what this deplorable system costs
the country. In doing this, accuracy can hardly be looked for,

c 2
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but a very tolerable approximation to the truth may be made.
In Upper Sind it is well known that a crop of ‘juar’ on average
land, sown at the proper time and receiving a sufficient quantity
of water at the right time, will yield fifteen maunds of grain ger
biga, but that, owing to the many risks to which the cultivation
is exposed, the average crop is not more than ten maunds. In
Lower Sind it is also well known that though a crop of rice under
equally favourable conditions will yield fourteen maunds, the
average yield is not more than ten maunds. Hence the losses
amount to about one-third of the whole produce, and are, there-
fore, about equal to the Government share, the average value of
which is 1% rupees pger biga. Now the total number of bigas
irrigated in 1853, when there was, if anything, less cultivation
than usual, was 14,38,000 bigas, at 1¢ rupees each = 17,98,000
rupees, which therefore represents what the cheap canals cost
Sind in loss of produce in that year.

“There is, however, another charge which the country has to
pay: this is the cost of raising water, which varies from 1% rupees
on canals to 4 rupees on wells. The total number of bigas culti-
vated with the aid of machinery on canals in 1853, was 6,97,780,
and on wells, 65,091. Charging for these numbers of bigas at the
rates mentioned, we have—

Cost of raising water from canals for 6,97, 780 bigas, Rupees.
at 1§ rs. each . 10,46,670
Cost of raising water from wells for 65,091 blgas, at
4 1s. each . . 2,60,364

Total rupees 13,07,034

Adding this last amount to the value of the produce lost, we have
a total of 31,05,034 rupees. So that Sind in 1853 suffered a loss
of about 31 likhs of rupees more than the whole revenue of the
province, from a defective system of irrigation.

“ That the country should be paying so heavily from the defects
in the irrigation system, can cause little surprise after a considera-
tion of the circumstances under which the people cultivate, as
previously explained. There are some confirmatory facts, how-
ever, which it may be worth while to mention. In Sind nearly
the whole male adult population cultivates; there are very few
indeed who do not, either directly or indirectly, share in the
labour. Now we know that the country is fertile from the splendid
crops which are often raised, and which produce even more than
a ‘kharwar’ (or twenty maunds) of grain ger digz, yet it appears
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from the export and import returns, that our exports exceed our
imports by only 4,13,000 maunds, the value of which is about
4,13,000 rupees, or a seventh part of the revenue, and therefore
only one-twentieth part of the produce of the country. If the
whole population cultivates and the land is fertile—both of which
are well-known facts—how does it happen that our exports are so
small? How does it happen that we import at all? What becomes
of the labour of the whole of the population? In fact, while we
have the clearest evidence of the fertility and capabilities of Sind,
we have equally clear evidence of those capabilities being thrown
away from a defective system of irrigation.

Loss from imperfect Cultivation.—* The direct loss to the
country has been shown to be enormous, but it perhaps does not
exceed the indirect loss arising from the same causes. It is clear
that where the number of risks to which the cultivation is lable
are such that a careful cultivator has but little better chance than
a careless one, all enterprise must be annihilated. A man who
knows that his crop depends entirely on the capricious inundation,
and that though he may expend great labour on it, it will avail
nothing unless he gets the supply of water at the proper time and
at the proper level, naturally expends as little labour as possible
upon it. This, of course, gives rise to careless cultivation. This
imperfect cultivation, and the large area of cultivation which fails
yearly from causes previously described, also give rise to another
kind of loss. The fertility of the soil is exhausted in producing a
crop of straw without any grain ; and, putting aside the immediate
loss, there is loss which is certain to occur the next season from
the sowing of land previously weakened. This occurs year after
year, and the loss caused must be enommous. In fact, in the
preceding calculations of what the country loses in produce, it
would perhaps have been more just to have taken what is con-
sidered a first-rate crop in Sind, than merely a remunerative crop
for the standard. Another effect of the system is the proverbial
improvidence met with in the Sindian. How can he be expected
to be otherwise? One year he is successful, the next he is
ruined ; he is nearly always in debt and difficulty, paying one
hundred per cent. for borrowed money, and much of his time and
ingenuity are consumed in devising plans for escaping payment.
In fact it may be said of the whole population, that while the
Hindiis, who lend the money in the first instance, are employing
all their cunning to get it back with interest, the Muhammadans
are employing theirs to avoid payment. Itis a common complaint
in Sind that labour is scarce and dear, but surely no one who
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may read this sketch can fail to perceive the cause. In England
and other prosperous countries skill and machinery enable one
man to do the work of ten. Now, assuming that one-third of a
population should with ordinary means cultivate sufficient grain
for the whole, it is plain that in Sind three men do the work of
one. Doubtless there may be inaccuracy in the foregoing calcu-
lations. To those well acquainted with Sind many instances will
occur in which the risks to which the cultivation is exposed are
not so great as represented in this sketch; occasions will be
remembered when the quantity of water exactly met the demand
and when it came at a convenient time. It must be remembered
that the calculations given are only intended as an approximation
to the truth, that there is no general rule without some exceptions ;
and, allowing the widest margin for inaccuracy or error, it is surely
evident that the general conclusions arrived at are perfectly true.”
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CHAPTER 1L
EARLY HISTORY OF SIND.

ANCIENT HINDU DYNASTY IN SIND—MUHAMMADAN INVASION AND
CONQUEST OF SIND—SUMRA DYNASTY—SAMMA DYNASTY—THE
ARGHUN DYNASTY—DAUDPOTRAS—KALHORA DYNASTY—TAL-
PUR DYNASTY—OCCUPATION OF SIND BY A BRITISH FORCE—
ARRIVAL OF SIR CHARLES NAPIER IN SIND—BALOCH ATTACK
ON THE BRITISH RESIDENCY AT HYDERABAD—BATTLE OF
MEEANEE—BATTLE OF DABO—TALPUR SYSTEM OF GOVERN-
MENT.

Ancient Hindi Dynasty in Sind.—Previous to the invasion
of Sind by the Arabs, under Muhammad Kisim Sakifi, about g4 K.
(A-D. 713), that country was under the rule of 2 Hindii dynasty,
whose capital was at Aror (or Alor), near the present town of
Rohri, then a large city on the banks of the Mehran (or Indus),
possessing many very fine buildings, with extensive gardens
outside and around the town. The boundaries of this Hinda
kingdom are said to have been Kashmir and Kanauj on the east,
Makrin and the seashore of Oman on the west, the port of Surat
(Surashtra) on the south, and Kandahar, Sistin and the Suléman
and Kaikanin hills on the north, and it was divided into four
divisions, each of which was under the rule of a governor. Some
of the names of the reigning Hindi kings are supposed to have
been as follow :

1. Rai Diwaji. 4- Rii Siharas 1.
2. Rai Siharas. §. Rii Sahasi I
3- Rii Sahasi.

Their reigns are presumed to have extended, in the aggregate,
over 137 years. The fourth king of this dynasty, Rii Siharas II.,
is reported to have been slain in battle while engaging the army
of Nimroz, king of Persia, whose troops had come on a marauding
excursion to Kachh and Makrin. The Sind forces were defeated,
and returned to Alor. His successor, Rii Sahasi II., appears to
have ruled his kingdom wisely and well, making tours of inspec-
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tion through his dominions, keeping his army punctually paid,
obtaining his revenue by periodical instalments, and remitting the
duty on grain, on the condition of his subjects building for him
six forts—those of Alor, Sehwistan, Uch, Mathélo, Mod, and
Suvrdi. Chachh, the son of Sildji, a Brahman, and chamberlain to
Rai Sahasi, but in no way related to him, seems to have so
ingratiated himself with this monarch, that on the death of the
latter, about H. 10 (A.D. 630), he was able to establish himself on
the throne, defeating an army under Rina Muharat, which the
relatives of the deceased ruler had collected about Jodhpur, for
the purpose of driving away the usurper. Chachh reigned forty
years, and was succeeded by his brother Chandar, who ruled the
country for eight years, leaving the succession to his nephew
Dabhir (the eldest son of Chachh), during whose reign Muhammad
Kiasim Sakifi, the son-in-law of Hajjaj, governor of Irak, was
sent by the latter about H. 93 (a.D. 712) to conquer Sind and
the countries lying along the whole valley of the Indus. The
ostensible reason put forward by Muhammadan writers for this
invasion was the alleged ill-treatment of some merchants and
others, who had been deputed by the khilifa Abdal Malik, to
proceed to Sind with the object of purchasing females slaves and
other articles. These they had collected, and were returning
home by Dewal Bandar, when they were attacked by robbers,
who killed several of them, made others: prisoners, besides taking
from them all their property, a few only escaping to make their
complaint to the khalifa, who had prepared an army for the
invasion of Sind, when he died, leaving his intention to be carried
out by his son.

Muhammadan Invasion and Conquest of 8ind.—Mu-
hammad Kisim left Shirdz on this expedition in H. 92 (A.D. 711),
with a fine army, and would seem to have reached the seaport of
Debal (supposed by some to have been Manora, near Karachi,
but by others, Tatta) early in the following year, which he soon
captured. After this Muhammad proceeded to Nerankot (the
modern Hyderabad), the governor of which place seems to have
arranged satisfactorily with the general, who thence marched to
the fort of Sehwan, in the district of Sehwistan; which he took.
Returning to Nerankot, he crossed the Indus, the main stream of
which at that time flowed to the east of the city, and engaged the
army of King Dabhir, which had been sent to oppose him. It
ended in the discomfiture of the Hinda sovereign, who was slain
at the fort of Rawar, while all his family and relatives were carried
away captives, excepting his son Jaisya, who fled to Kashmir.
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Muhammad then laid siege to Brihmanabad, near the desert,
which was taken, but he appears to have treated its inhabitants
with leniency and moderation. ‘Thence, in H. 94 (A. D. 713) after
capturing other places, he came to Alor, the capital of Sind, which
was taken ; and subsequently Miiltin, with an immense treasure,
submitted to his arms. The end of this great Muhammadan
invader is uncertain, but it is believed he was tortured to death
with the sanction of the khilifa Suléman, and that the story* in
which the two daughters of King Dahir are made to take so
prominent a part, is 2 mere idle fable. Yazid, who was appointed
to succeed Muhammad, died soon after reaching Sind, and Habib
was then selected to carry on the war in that country, where Jaisya,
the son of Dahir, had already regained the town of Brahmanabid,
and much of the territory previously conquered by the Arabs had
been recovered by the natives. On the extinction of the
Ummayide dynasty of khalifas in H. 132 (A.D. 750), and the suc-
cession to power of the Abbassides, Sind still remained under Arab
government, and the steady progress of their rule inspired the
native princes on the northern frontier of India with alarm. In
H. 198 (A.D. 813), the then governor of Sind, Bashar-bin-Daid,
raised the standard of revolt, but was afterwards induced to
surrender himself under promise of a pardon. Down to H. 295
(A.D. 9o8) the power of the khilifas had been gradually declining,

* This story, as related by Pottinger,
is as follows :—The victory gained by
the Muhammadans was followed by a
remarkable instance of oriental re-
venge. Among the captives were two
danghters of the Rdja, esteemed, it
is said, the most beautiful women in
Asia, and who, in conformity with
eastern custom, were reserved to grace
the harem of the khilifa. The prin-
cesses meditated vengeance on the
general whose successes deprived their
father of his throne and life, and
reduced them to captivity in a foreign
land ; and on their arrival at Baghdad
effected their object by accusing him
of conduct which involved a breach of
duty to his master, as well as an out-
rage on the feelings of his illustrious
prisoners. The khilifa, enraged at
the alleged insult, ordered the sup-
posed offender to be sewn up in the
raw hide of a cow, and in this manner

brought into his presence. The sen-
tence was inflicted, and the unfortu-
nate general, thus ungratefully recom-
pensed for his success, died on the
third day after being subjected to the
punishment. The tale was subse-
quently discovered to have been fabri-
cated, and the vengeance of the
khilifa, then directed towards the
beautiful but vindictive princesses,
was manifested in a mode not less
characteristic of Eastern cruelty than
was the punishment inflicted on their
victim. He ordered them, after being
totally divested of clothing, to be tied
by the hair of their heads to the tails
of horses, and in this manner dragged
through the streets of Bighdad till
they were dead. The horrible sentence
was executed, and the mangled re-
mains of the sufferers then igmo-
miniously cast into the river.
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and their virtual renunciation of political control in Sind may be
said to date from H. 257 (A.D. 871), a few years after which two
kingdoms were established in Sind-—those of Miltin and Mansfird,
The latter country extended from the sea to Alor, where that of
Miiltin commenced, and it would seem to have been well cultivated,
and covered with trees and fields. The dress of the Sindians
was like that of the people of Irak. Alor, the capital, is said to
have been nearly as large as Miiltin, was surrounded by a double
wall, and was the seat of a considerable commerce.

The revenue derived by the Arab princes of Sind appears to
have been very small, sufficient only to provide food and clothing,
and to maintain their position with decency. Under Arab rule the
internal administration of Sind was left by these conquerors in the
hands of natives. Arab soldiers held lands there on condition of
continued military service, but they were not permitted to devote
themselves to agriculture or any other profession but their own :
much of the conquered territory was also liberally bestowed upon
sacred edifices and institutions. Sindian troops, it seems, were
levied by the Arabs, and sent to fight the battles of the latter in
distant quarters. Nor when the zeal for war had abated was
commerce neglected in Sind by its Arab conquerors. They
kept up a regular commercial communication by means of cara-
vans with Khordsin, and with Zabulistan and Sijistin, by way
of Kandahar and Ghazni. There was commercial traffic by the
sea-board also, for much of the merchandize sent to Tirkistin
and Khorasin was the produce of China, Ceylon, and Mailabar,
from which latter province most of the wood used for the con-
struction of boats on the Indus was obtained. Horses were also
frequently imported into Sind from Arabia. The native Sindians
were permitted by the Arabs to follow the practices of their
religion to a greater extent than was usually conceded in other
countries, but where power allowed the Muhammadans to usurp
the mastery, they did not hesitate to display their usual bigotry
and cruelty.

The public revenue of Sind, under Arab rule, was derived, it
would seem, mostly from the land-tax. The assessment upon
Sind and Miltin was 11,500,000 dirhams (or about 270,000Z),
and this is supposed to have comprised the land-tax, poll-tax,
customs’ duties, and other miscellaneous items. The Arab
governor of Sind was in fact a kind of farmer-general, who
bound himself to pay to his sovereign, the reigning khilifa, certain
sums, as set down in the public register. The land-tax was
usually rated at ths of the produce of wheat and barley, if the
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fields were watered by public canals ; %ths if irrigated by wheels
or other artificial means ; and}thlfaltogethe unirrigated.
Arable land left unculuvatcd seems to have paid one dirham per
Jiréd, besides a tenth of the probable produce. Wines, fisheries,
dates, grapes, and garden produce generally, were also taxed.
Extraordinary imposts were exacted from certain tribes: thus
the Jats, dwelling beyond the river Aral, near Schwan, were
compelled to bring a dog with them whenever they came to pay
their respects to the ruling authority, and peculiar duties also
devolved on the Bhitia, Lohina, Sahta, Jandar, Michhi, and
Goréja tribes.

Stumra Dynasty.—At the time H. 410 (A.D. 1019) when the
celebrated Sultan Mahmid of Ghazni invaded Hindistan, Sind
was ruled by a governor, who was nominally under the authority
of the khilifa, Kadir Billah Abal Abbas Ahmad. After taking
Multin and Uch, Mahmiid appointed his vazir, Abdir Razii, to
conquer Sind, and this was effected about A.D. 1026. But the
absolute sovereignty of the country did not long remain with the
Ghaznivide family, as in H. 423 (A.D. 1032) Ibn Siimar, the ruler
of Miiltin, believed to be himself a Stmra, seems to have laid
the foundation of the Simra dynasty in Sind, and to have
governed the country with great vigour and discretion. There
are, nevertheless, various opinions regarding the origin and length
of rule of this dynasty. The Sumras may possibly have allowed
themselves to recognise a titular sovereignty in the Ghaznivide
dynasty down to H. 443 (A.D. 1051), or perhaps have paid tribute
as an acknowledgment of fealty, but after that time they pro-
fessed their independence. Ibn Siimar was succeeded by his son
Dodo, who extended his possessions as far as Nasarpur, and was
in his turn succeeded by other princes of his line, of whose doings
there is nothing worthy of mention, till the reign of Khafif, who
appears to have made Tatta his capital city, and to have re-
strained with success several incursions of the frontier tribes—
such as the Balochis, the Sodas, and the Jaréjas. His rule was
one of great vigour, and his authority was acknowledged from
Kachh to Nasarpur. It was also during his reign that the Samme
tribe first came into prominent notice, having been severely
punished by Khafif for robbing a tribe of Balochis. From the
death of Khafif the Simra dynasty gradually waned in power, and
at length, during the reign of Urrah Mehl, the last of the line,
the Samma tribe, who had some time before come from Kachh
and settled in Sind, conspired against and killed him, placing Jam
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Unar, one of their tribe, on the throne of Sind, about H. 752
(A.D. 1351). Some writers have stated that the power of the
Siimras was never at any time either extensive or absolute, and
that they can only claim to rank as a dynasty from the absence of
any other predominant tribe or power to assert better pretensions
to that distinction.

Samma Dynasty.—The Sammas may be considered as re-
presented at an early period (fempus Muhammad Kisim) by Samba,
the governor of Debal, on the part of Chachh, the Hindii king of
Sind. They were either Biidhists or Hindils, with their capital
city at Sammanagar, on the Indus, supposed to be on the site of
the modern town of Sehwan, but it is evident the princes of this
dynasty resided mostly at Tatta, or rather at Samui, under the
Makli hills, about three miles north-west of Tatta. The first
king of this dynasty, Jam Unar, reigned three and a half years.
He does not appear to have had the whole of Sind under his rule,
since Bukkur and a large part of the country round about it were
held by the Hakims, Malik Firoz and Ali Shih Tiark, on the
part of the king of the Tarks. On the death of Jam Unar, the
throne was given to Jinah, who took Bukkur, the Hikims re-
treating to Uch. In the reign of his successor, Jam Tamichi
(son of Jam Unar), not only was Bukkur retaken by the forces of
the king of Dehli, but the Jam and his family were made prisoners,
and brought to Dehli, where he died, his son Khair-u-din suc-
ceeding him on the throne. During the reign of his son, Jim
Babuniya, Firoz Toghlak, king of Dehli, in A.n. 1372 invaded
Sind, and compelled its ruler to tender his submission, which was
however only a nominal one. His successors were his brother,
Jam Tamaichi, and Jam Silah-u-din, the latter of whom made a
successful incursion into Kachh, bringing back much plunder with
him. Ten other princes followed, completing the dynasty, but
nothing worthy of any special mention seems to have taken place
during their reigns, excepting that the Arghiin family, who suc-
ceeded the Sammas, first came into notice during the latter part
of the reign of Jam Nizim-u-din, commonly called “ Jam Nindo,”
the fourteenth prince of this dynasty. The forces of Shah Beg
Arghin from Kandahar had fallen upon many villages in Chanduka
and Sidhija, when they were met by the Jam’s troops, who
defeated them so effectually that they did not venture to return
during hisreign.  The following is the list of the different sovereigns
comprising the Samma dynasty, dating from A.D. 1351 to
AD, 1521:
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1. Jam Unar. 9. Jim Fateh Khin
2, ,, Junah. 1o ,, Toghlak Shah.
3. ,» Babuniya. 11. ,, Sikandar.

4 ,, Tamichi, 122 ,, Riidhan.

5. ,, Silah-u-din 13 , Sanjr.

6. ,, NizAm-uv-din. 14 ,, Nizim-u-din
7- » Al Sher. 15. ,, Firoz

8. ,, Kanan

The Sammas were unquestionably Rijpiits of the great Yadava
stock, and were probably the same tribe who were known to
Alexander the Great as the Sambiis. They became Muhammadans
not earlier than H. 793 (A.D. 1391), and their descendants are
known as the Saméjas and the Jaréjas of Kachh.

The Arghuin Dynasty.—This dynasty, which succeeded to
that of the Sammas, derived its name from Arghiin Khan Tarkhin,
the grandson of Haliaku (who was the grandson of Changiz Khin),
and commenced its rule in H. 927 (A.D. 1521). It consisted of
but two individuals, Shiija (or Shih Beg), and his son Mirzd
Shih Husain, with whom the family became extinct. The first
prince, Shih Beg Arghiin, the son of Mir Ziniin Arghiin, defeated
the Samma army, and, in H. 926 (A.D. 1520), sacked the city of
Tatta, the capital of Jam Firoz Samma. An arrangement was
subsequently come to between Shih Beg and the Jam, by which
that part of Sind extending from Sukkur to Tatta was to remain
under the rule of the latter, Shih Beg taking that to the north of
Lakki ; but as many of the Sammas were averse to this proceed-
ing, another engagement took place at Talti, near Sehwan,
resulting in the complete defeat of the Sammais and the firm
establishment of Shih Beg on the throne of Sind. He subse-
quently took the fort of Bukkur and rebuilt the fortifications, for
which purpose burned bricks were brought from the old fort of
Alor, and many large houses in the neighbourhood of Bukkur
were pulled down to provide the requisite material. He also
permitted the Saiyads of Bukkur to leave the fort, giving them
ground in Rohri whereon to build houses for themselves. In
A.D. 1522, Shih Beg resolved to take Gujrat, but this intention
was frustrated by his death, which occurred in the same year. He
was not only a bold and expert warrior, but learned also in the
sacred writings of the Muhammadans, upon which he is said to
have written many notes, marginal and explanatory. Shih Beg
was succeeded on the throne of Sind by his eldest son, Mirza
Shih Husain, whose first step was to proceed to Tatta, where
Jam Firoz, though outwardly submissive, was in reality preparing
an army to resist him. On Shih Husain’s approach, the Jam
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retreated to Kachh, where he collected an army, and marched
to meet his enemy, but he was signally defeated, and fled to
Gujriat, where he died. Shih Husain severely punished the
Dhars and Machis of Ubaura, as well as the Mahars of Mathélo,
for constantly fighting among themselves. He also took and
sacked the towns of Miltin and Uch, as well as the fort of
Dilawur. On his return to Tatta, he was called upon to march
southward towards Kachh, where a chief named Khangar was
preparing to attack him. Here he was again victorious, taking
many prisoners and much plunder. It was during the reign of
Shih Husain that the (Mogal) Emperor Humayin, defeated
by Sher Khan Siir of Ghor, in A.D. 1540, fled to Sind, where
he attempted to take the fort of Bukkur, but failed. The
emperor then left for Jodhpiir, but returned to Sind by way of
Umarkét, in A.D. 1542, making another attempt to conquer the
country, but being again unsuccessful, he withdrew to Kandahar.
Shah Husain died in H. 962 (A.D. 1554), after a reign of thirty-
four years, and being childless, the Arghiin dynasty ended with
him. Another dynasty, of which, however, little is known, called
the TARKHAN, succeeded it, but did not last longer than H. 1000
(A.D. 1591-92), when the defeat of Mirza Jani Beg, the ruler of
Tatta, by an army of the Mogal Emperor Akbar, put an end to
it, Sind being henceforth incorporated in the Sibah of Miltan,
though to Jani Beg, who subsequently entered the imperial service,
was granted what the native historian calls “the country of
Tatta.”

Datudpotras.—From the death of Akbar, in A.n. 1605, to
the appearance in India of that ruthless invader Nadir Shih
(the king of Persia) in A.D. 1739, an interval of upwards of one
hundred years, there is little or no mention of Sind by contem-
porary native historians. It was, however, during this interval
that Shikarpur was founded by the Datdpotras, or sons of Datd
Khin, who gave his name to the whole tribe. They were by
profession both weavers and warriors, and led a wild and wandering
existence, some at Khianpur, some at Tardi, and others in what
is now known as the Sukkur district. These latter were, about
A.D. 1603, busy in contending for their very existence with the
influential tribe of Mahars (originally Hindis), who, under their
leader, Sher Khin, lived in the same tract of country, having their
chief town at Lakhi, from which they had themselves previously
ousted the former occupants—a Baloch race called the Jatdis. In
their encounter with the Mahars the Datdpotras, after a sanguinary
conflict, came off the victors, and it was soon after this event
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that they are said to have laid the foundation of the town of
Shikarpur.

Tatta had, since the extinction of the Arghim and Tarkhin
dynasties, been the scene of much contention under different
rulers, till the Mogal Emperor Jahingir adopted the prudent plan
of appointing special licutenants to govem the outer districts of
his empire,—a plan which gave a wholesome check to Aaedifary
viceroyalty in Sind. The period had now arrived when another
race, supposed to belong to the same genealogical tree as the
Ditdpotris, began to play a somewhat important part in the
history of Sind, from A.p. 1658 to AD. 1780. These were the
Kalhoras, whose rise and fall it will now be necessary to describe
at some length.

Kalhora Dynasty.—The Kalhoras are said to be descended
from Abbas, the uncle of the prophet Muhammad. They derived
their diret descent from Muhammad of Kambithi, who lived
about A.D. 1204, at the time when Nasir-u-din Kabachi governed
Northern Sind. This Muhammad formed matrimonial connections
with several of the tributary chieftains of that country, and it is
from his sons that the powerful tribes of Daidpotras claim their
origin. The fortunes of the Kalhora family remained somewhat
obscure till A.p. 1558, when they revived in the person of Adam
Shih, who was at the head of a large sect of mendicants in the
Chinduka Pargana. Exciting the jealousy of the governor of
Miiltin, Adam Shih was attacked by him, his followers dispersed,
and he himself taken prisoner and put to death. Though fre-
quently defeated, the Fakirs at last became inured to war and
hardship, and in A.D. 1658, under Nizir Mubammad Kalhora,
they began to successfully oppose the Mogal troops, and to
assume the appearance of an organised government. At length,
about A.D. 1701, Yar Muhammad Kalhora, assisted by the Sirai
tribe,* managed to get possession of Shikirpur, which he made
his residence, and obtained from the Mogal a “ firmin,” conferring
upon him the Subhédin of the Dera districts, as well as the
imperial title of “Khiida Yar Khin.” By the year 1711 Yar
Muhammad has greatly extended his territorial possessions by the
acquisition of the Kandiiro and Larkina districts, and of the
province of +Siwi (Sibi), but he died in A.D. 1719, and was suc-
ceeded by his son Nir Muhammad, who conquered the Nhir
district from the Daudpotra tribe. Sehwan and its dependencies
also fell under his sway, and his territory then extended from the

* Another name for the Talpur t Then comprising Shikdrpur and
tribe. Sukkur.
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Kalhora princes, with the dates (approximative) of their accession
to power:

Began L]
to reign. to reign.

A D. A.D.

1. Yar Muhammad Kalhora | 1701 | 4. Ghulim Shah . . . 1757
2. Nur Muhammad Kalhora | 1719 | 5. Sarafriz Khan ., . 1772
3. Mubammad Murad Yib} 1 6. Ghulam Nabi Khian . . | 1777
Khin, 754 | 7. Abdul Nabi Khan . . | 1782

Talpur Dynasty.—It was in 1783 that Mir Fatéh Ali Khin
established himself as “Rais” or ruler of Sind. His nephew,
Mir Sohrab Khan, settled at Rohri with his adherents, and his
son, Mir Tharo Khan, removed to Shahbandar, where they each
possessed themselves of the adjacent country, renouncing alto-
gether the authority of Mir Fatéh Al The Talpurs may be
considered as being divided into three distinct families : 1st, the
Hyderabad (or Shahdadpur) family, ruling in Central Sind; 2nd,
the Mirpur (or Manakani house, descendants of Mir Tharo, ruling
Mirpur ; and, 3rd, the Khairpiir (or Sohrabani branch), governing
at Khairpur. Fatéh Ali, as the head of the Hyderabad Mirs,
associated with himself in the government his three younger
brothers, Ghulim Ali, Karam Ali, and Murid Ali, hence they
were denominated the *“ Char Yar,” or four friends. Fatéh Ali
soon turned his attention to the recovery of Karichi and
Umarkot; the first, which had been alienated to Miin Nasir
Muhammad, governor of Kelat, was taken in 1792, and Umarkot,
which had been in the possession of the Raja of Jodhpur, was
recovered in 1813. In 18or Mir Fatéh Ali died, leaving his .
territory to his three brothers. Of these, the first, Ghulim Ali,
died in 1811, leaving a son, Mir Muhammad, but the surviving
brothers, Karam Ali and Murad Ali, were acknowledged as the
two chief Mirs of Sind. They also died—Karam Ali, in 1828,
without issue, but Murdd Ali leaving two sons, Nir Muhammad
and Nasir Khin, and up to 1840, the Hyderabad government
consisted of these two Mirs, together with the cousins Sobhdir
(son of Fatéh Ali) and Mir Muhammad. Mir Nir Muhammad
died in 1841, leaving behind him two sons, Mirs Shihdad and
Husain Ali, under the guardianship of their uncle, Nasir Khin.
Several members of the Talpur family, and among them Fatéh
Ali and Ghulam Alj, lived at Khudabad, a short distance to the
north of Hyderabad, where their tombs still exist, but the latter
city became eventually the capital. The Khairpur branch of the
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Talpurs ruling in Upper Sind consisted at this time of Mirs Rustam
and Ali Murid. the sons of Mir Sohrib. This branch always looked
up to that at Hyderabad, and sought its advice when necessary.
Mir Rustam had a larze family, but their dissensions and bicker-
ings embittered his latter days. He was of an amiatle and in-
offensive character. and beloved by all classes of his subjects
His next brother, Mir Mubirak, cied in 1839, leaving a family
also. Another member of the Talpurs, Sher Muhammad, the
bravest, and at the same tume the most plain-spoken, of all the
chiefs of that family, held the fort of Mipur, to the east of
Hyderabad. It has already been mentioned. that the first
connection of the British with Sind took place in the time of
Ghulim Shah Kalhora, but this was dissolved by his successor.
Sarafraz Khin, in 1775. A commercial mission was opened up
in 1799, and a Mr. Nathan Crowe, of the Bombay Civil Service,
was sent to Sind to conduct the nercantile and political interests
of the Briish Government with the Talpur Mirs, but, like the
former attempt, it ended in an unsatisfactory manner. The
British agent resided at times at Tatta, Shahbandar, and Karidchi,
where he had to endure various petty indignities, till at last he
received a peremptory order from the Mirs to quit the country
within ten days, and this he thought it best to obey. No notice
whatever was taken by the East India Company of this insult,
the question being considered, at the time, as one of minor
importance. In 1809 a treaty of friendship was entered into
between the Sindian and British Governments, more, it would
seem, to prevent Frenchmen from settling in Sind than with any
other object. Again, in 1820, another treaty was concluded, to
guard against the recurrence of frontier disputes, and this was
ratified in 1821. Nothing further occurred till 1825, when the
demonstration of a British force of 5000 men, in Kachh, was
found necessary to put a stop to the predatory incursions of the
Sindi tribe of Khosas and others.

The Mirs had, in 1824, obtained peaceful possession of the
town of Shikirpur, the last spot in Sind retained by the Afghans.
The town of Sukkur, with Biirdika and other districts, had at
various periods between 1809 and 1824 been annexed by the
Khairpur Mirs. The revenue of Shikirpur on its annexation was
divided into seven shares; four of these becoming the property
of the Hyderabad Mirs, and three of their relatives of Khairpur.
Consequent on this system of co-parceny there were two governors
as well as two distinct “ kutcherries ” in the city, to watch over the
interests of the two families. In 1832 a mission, under Colonel
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Pottinger, was sent to Sind, and some treaties for the advance-
ment of commerce were subsequently concluded with the Mirs,
providing, among other things, for a passage for traders and
merchants by the rivers and roads of Sind, and the duties to be
levied on their goods, but no Englishman was to be permitted to
settle in the country. The Khairpur branch of the Sindian
Government also agreed to abide by the’ arrangements made with
the Hyderabad Darbar. Two years previously (in 1830) Lieu-
tenant (afterwards Sir Alexander) Burnes had been allowed, after
experiencing many vexatious delays and threats, on the part of
the Mirs, to proceed up the Indus, taking with him certain
presents from the King of England to Ranjit Singh, the Rija of
Lahor. The Indus was as little known in those days as it was
in the time of Alexander the Great, and the object of despatching
the Mission by that route was evidently to collect information
respecting the races occupying its banks, and if possible to esta-
blish friendly relations with their chiefs.

In 1835, though Colonel Pottinger succeeded after much diffi-
culty in obtaining permission to survey the sea-coast of Sind and
the delta of the Indus, trade did not progress by way of this river,
and the Mirs of Sind evidently placed no reliance in the integrity
of British intentions. In 1838 the Kibul campaign necessitated
the despatch of a body of British troops from Bombay, to join the
main army in the Northern Provinces, by way of the Indus, not-
withstanding the article in a previous treaty which prohibited the
using this river for the conveyance of military stores. - This the
then Governor-General (Lord Auckland) directed to be suspended
at such an important crisis, stating at the same time that it would
be necessary to displace those chiefs who showed any unwilling-
ness to assist the British in such an emergency. In December of
that year, therefore, a force under Sir John (afterwards Lord)
Keane landed in Sind, but found itself unable to proceed, in
consequence of the obstacles thrown in the way by the Sindian
Darbar in providing supplies and carriage, and it was only by
extraordinary exertions on the part of individual British officers,
and after a threat of marching upon the capital of Sind, that
these obstructions were at length removed.

Occupation of 8ind by a British Force.—Owing to this
hostile demeanour, a reserve force was sent from Bombay in 1839,
to be stationed in Sind, and as some opposition was shown by
the Baloch garrison at Manora to prevent it from landing at
Karichi, that fort was speedily captured. Subsequently, a treaty .
was entered into with the Hyderabad Mirs, which provided chiefly
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for the payment of twenty-three likhs of rupees to Shih Sija. in
- commutation of all arrears of tribute due by them to the Afghin
thrame ; 2nd, the location of a British force in Sind of not more
than 5000 men, part of the expenses of which were to be defrayed
by the Mirs themselves ; and, 3rd, the abolition of all tolls on
trading boats on the Indus. A similar treaty to this, but omitting
the subsidy, was concluded with the Khairpur Mirs, and the fort
of Bukkur was made over to the English, as therein stipulated.
Sher Muhammad of Mirpiir was also allowed to participate in the
treaty concluded with the Hyderabad Mirs, on his making a yearly
payment of half a lakh of rupees. Owing to the conciliatory
measures adopted by the British representatives in Sind towards
the Mirs, the tranquillity of the country was preserved, and the
British steam flotilla on the Indus was allowed to navigate that
river, not only unimpeded, but farnished with every assistance.
At the end of 1840 a serious rebellion occurred at Kelat, which
for a time drew off public attention from Sind ; but in 1841 a
settlement of affairs took place in the former terrtory, and the
entire political control of both it and Sind was vested in one
authority, Major (afterwards Sir James) Outram. Niir Muhammad,
the senior Hyderabad Mir, died in 1841, and the Talpur govern-
ment became vested in his two sons conjointly with Nasir Khin,
their uncle. Owing to the delay in the cash payments of their
tribute by the Sindian Government, it was proposed that the
shares of the three Hyderabad Mirs in the city of Shikarpur,
valued at two likhs of rupees, should be transferred to the British
Government, but in consequence of the subterfuges and evasions
used by the Mirs in this transaction, coupled with the then state
of affairs at Kibul and Kandahar, matters were not pushed to
extremities, and the transfer was postponed.

Arrival of 8ir Charles Napier in 8ind.—Meanwhile
(September, 1842) Sir Charles Napier had arrived in Sind, with
sole military and political authority over all the territories of
the Lower Indus; and on the withdrawal of British troops from
Afghinistin in 1842, increased attention was given to Sind,
and new conditions proposed to the Mirs, in supercession of all
former arrangements, by which, “ 1st, the towns of Karichi,
Tatta, Sukkur, Bukkur, and Rohri, with a strip of land on each
side of the Indus, were to be ceded to the British in perpetuity ;
2nd, all tolls and transit duties to be abolished; and, 3rd, the
whole tract of Khairpar termritory, from Rohri to Sabzalkot, was
to be given to the Bahiwalpur chief on certain conditions.” The
former Resident, Major Qutram, had previously left Sind, but
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in January, 1843, he was recalled, and to avoid any unnecessary
shedding of blood, he urged the chiefs to submit to the terms
imposed, as Sir Charles Napier was already in the field with
troops, and prepared to march on either capital in case of
resistance being shown by the Sindian Government. Internal
dissensions had become of frequent occurrence among the
Khairpur family of Mirs, and eventually the British Government
was applied to for a settlement of the disputes between the
brothers Mirs Rustam and Ali Murad, the latter an able but
subtle man, desirous of obtaining the office of ¢ Rais” (or lord
paramount), which had long been held by Mir Rustam, then an
old man of eighty-five years. By false misrepresentations to his
brother on the one hand, and to Sir Charles Napier on the other,
Mir Ali Muriad so managed to work upon the feelings of each as
to persuade the former that the English commander was about to
seize and imprison him, and the latter that Mir Rustam enter-
tained feelings decidedly hostile to British interests. The un-
fortunate Mir, after vainly endeavouring to obtain an interview
with Sir Charles Napier for the purpose of explaining the true
state of affairs, fled with his family to the desert fort of Imamghar,
whither Sir Charles, in January, 1843, speedily followed him,
capturing the place and destroying the fortifications. It was this
step on the part of the aged Mir that decided the British com-
mander in nominating Ali Murad to the high dignity of “ Rais”
of Upper Sind. As some delay was shown by the Sindian
Darbar in signing the treaties, a demonstration was made against
Hyderabad, when the treaty was at length subscribed to by the
Mirs on the 8th of February, 1843, in the presence of Major
Outram, and by the Khairpur Mirs on the 12th of that month.
British Residency attacked.—The Balochis comprising the
Mirs' army were not, however, to be appeased, and hostilities
began by an attack made on the moming of the 15th of February
on the Residency, which was near the river, and not more than
two or three miles from the city of Hyderabad. This was for a
time brilliantly defended by Major Outram and his small band,
but they had eventually to effect an honourable retreat to one of
the two steamers then lying in the river. The following is the
official account, given by Major Outram himself, of this transac-
tion to Sir Charles Napier :—¢ My despatches of the last few days
will have led you to expect that my earnest endeavours to effect
an amicable arrangement with the Mirs of Sind would fail ; and
it is with much regret I have now to report that their Highnesses
have commenced hostilities, by attacking my residence this
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moming, which, after four hours’ most gallant defence by my
honorary escort, the light company of Her Majesty’s 22nd Regi-
ment, commanded by Captain Conway, I was compelled to
evacuate, in consequence of our ammunition running short. At
9 A M. this moming, a dense body of cavalry and infantry took
post on three sides of the Agency compound (the fourth being
defended by the Pland steamer, about 500 yards distant), in the
gardens and houses which immediately command the enclosure,
and which it was impossible to hold with our limited numbers.
A hot fire was opened by the enemy. and coatinued incessantly
for four hours ; but all their attempts to enter the Agency enclosure,
although merely surrounded by a wall varying from four to five
feet high, were frustrated by Captain Conway’s able distribution
of his small band—and the admirable conduct of every individual
soldier composing it—under the gallant example of their com-
manding officer and his subalterns, Lieutenant Harding and
Enggn Pennefather, Her Majesty’s 22nd Regiment, also, Cap-
tains Green, of the 21st Regiment of Native Infantry, and Wells,
of the 15th Regiment, who volunteered their services—to each of
whom was assigned the charge of a separate quarter; also, to your
aide-de-camp, Captain Brown, Bengal Engineers, who carmed my
orders to the steamer, and assisted in working her guns and
directing her flanking fire. Our ammunition being limited to
forty rounds per man, the officers directed their whole attention
to reserving their fire, and keeping their men close under cover,
never showing themselves or returning a shot, except when the
enemy attempted to rush, or showed themselves in great numbers,
consequently, great execution was done with trifling expenditure
of ammunition, and with little loss. Our hope of receiving a rein-
forcement and a supply of ammunition by the Safellite steamer
(bourly expected) being disappointed, on the arrival of that vessel
without either shortly after the commencement of the attack, it
was decided at 12 A, after being three hours under fire, to
retire to the steamer while still we had sufficient ammunition to
fight the vessel up the river; accordingly, I requested Captain
Conway to keep the enemy at bay for one hour, while the property
was removed, for which that time was ample, could the camp
followers be induced to exert themselves. After delivering their
first loads on board, however, they were so terrified at the enemy’s
cross fire on the clear space between the compound and the
vessel, that none could be persuaded to return, except a few of
the officers’ servants, with whose assistance but little could be
removed during the limited time we could afford ; consequently,
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much had to be abandoned, and I am sorry to find that the loss
chiefly fell upon the officers and men, who were too much
occupied in keeping off the enemy to be able to attend to their
own interests. Accordingly, after the expiration of another hour
(during which the enemy, despairing of otherwise effecting their
object, had brought up six guns to bear upon us), we took
measures to evacuate the Agency. Captain Conway called in his
posts, and all being united, retired in a body, covered by a few
skirmishers, as deliberately as on parade (carrying off our slain
and wounded), which, and the fire from the steam-boats, deterred
the enemy from pressing on us as they might have done. . All
being embarked, I then directed Mr. Acting-Commander Miller,
commanding the Safellite steamer, to proceed with his vessel to
the wood-station, three miles up the river, on the opposite bank,
to secure a sufficiency of fuel for our purpose, ere it should be
destroyed by the enemy, while I remained with the Planet to take
off the barge that was moored to the shore. This being a work
of some time, during which a hot fire was opened on the vessel
from three guns which the enemy brought to bear on her, besides
small -arms, and requiring much personal exposure of the crew
(especially of Mr. Cole, the commander of the vessel), I deem
it my duty to bring to your favourable notice their zealous
exertions on the occasion, and also to express my obligations to
Messrs. Miller and Cole for the flanking fire they maintained on
the enemy during their attack on the Agency, and for their
support during the retirement and embarkation of the troops.
The Satellite was also exposed to three guns in her progress up
to the wood-station, one of which she dismounted by her fire.
The vessels were followed by large bodies for about three miles,
occasionally opening their guns upon us, but to no purpose. Since
then we have pursued our voyage up the Indus, about fifteen
miles, without molestation, and purpose to-morrow morning
anchoring off Matiri, where I expect to find your camp. Our
casualties amount to two men of Her Majesty’s 22nd Regiment
and one camp-follower killed; and Mr. Conductor Kiely, Mr.
Carlisle, Agency-<lerk, two of the steamer’s crew, four of Her
Majesty’s 22nd Regiment, two camp-followers, wounded, and four
camp-followers missing : total, three killed, ten wounded, and four
missing.” Major Outram soon after joined the force under Sir
Charles Napier, who, finding the Mirs’ army, numbering about
22,000 men, strongly posted on the Fuleli river, near Meeanee (nine
miles from Hyderabad, gave them battle on the 17th February,
with 2800 men of all arms, and twelve pieces of artillery, and
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completely defeated them.” The subjoined is the otficial report
of the battle by Sir Charles Napier:

Battle of Meeanee.—“ The forces under my command have
gained a dec:sive victory.over the army of the Mirs of Upper
and Lower Sind. A detailed account of the vanous circum-
stances which led to this action does not belong to the Lmited
space of a hasty despatch, I therefore begin with the transactiens
belonging to the battle. On the r4th instant. the whole body-
of the Mirs, assembled in full darkar, formally affixed their seals
to the draft treaty. On leaving the Jardar, Major Outram and
his companions were in great peril: a plot had been lad to
murder them all. They were saved by the guards of the Mirs:
but the next day (the 15th’ the residence of Major Outram was
attacked by 8ooo of the Mirs’ troops. headed by one or more
of the Mirs. The report of this nefarious transaction I have
the honour to enclose. I heard of it at Hala, at which place
the fearless and distinguished Major OQutram joined me, with his
brave companions in the stern and extraordinary defence of his
residence against so overwhelming a force. accompanied by six
pieces of cannon. On the 16th, I marched to Matin. “Having
there ascertained that the Mirs were in position at Meeanee (ten
miles distant), to the number of 22,000 men, and well knowing
that a delay for reinforcements would both strengthen their con-
fidence and add to their numbers, already seven times that which
1 commanded, I resolved to attack them, and we marched at
4 AM. on the moming of the 1jth. At eight odock the ad-
vanced guard discovered their camp ; at nine we formed in order
of battle, about 2800 men of all arms, and twelve pieces of
artillery. We were now within range of the enemy’s guns, and
fifteen pieces of artillery opened upon us and were answered by
our cannon. The enemy were very strongly posted ; woods were
on their flanks, which I did not think could be turned. These
two woods were joined by the dry bed of the Fuleli, which had
a high bank. The bed of the river was nearly straight, and about
1200 yards in length. Behind this and in both woods were the
enemy posted. In front of their extreme right. and on the edge
of the wood, was a village. Having made the best examination of
their position which so short a time permitted, the artillery were
posted on the right of the line, and some skirmishers of infantry,
with the Sind Irregular Horse, were sent in front, to try and make
the enemy show his face more distinctly; we then advanced
from the right in éckelon of battalions. refusing the left, to save
it from the fire of the village. The gth Bengal Light Cavalry
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formed the reserve in the rear of the left wing, and the Poona
Horse, together with four companies of infantry, guarded the
baggage. In this order of battle we advanced as at a review
across a fine plain swept by the cannon of the enemy. The
artillery and Her Majesty’s 22nd Regiment in line formed the
leading éckelon, the 25th Native Infantry the second, the rzth
Native Infantry the third, and the 1st Grenadier Native Infantry
the fourth. The enemy was a thousand yards from our line,
which soon traversed the intervening space. Our fire of musketry
opened at about a hundred yards from the bank, in reply to that
of the enemy, and in a few minutes the engagement became
general along the bank of the river, on which the combatants
fought for about three hours or more with great fury, man to man.
Then, my Lord, was seen the superiority of the musket and
bayonet over the sword and shield and matchlock. The brave
Balochis, first discharging their matchlocks and pistols, dashed
over the bank with desperate resolution ; but down went these
bold and skilful swordsmen under the superior power of the
musket and bayonet. At one time, my Lord, the courage and
numbers of the enemy against the 22nd, the 25th, and the 12th
Regiments bore heavily in that part of the battle. There was no
time to be lost, and I sent orders to the cavalry to force the right
of the enemy’s line. This order was very gallantly executed by
the gth Bengal Cavalry and the Sind Horse, the details of which
shall be afterwards stated to your Lordship, for the struggle on
our right and centre was at that moment so fierce, that I could
not go to the left. In this charge the gth Light Cavalry took
a standard and several pieces of artillery, and the Sind Horse
took the enemy’s camp, from which a vast body of their cavalry
slowly retired fighting. Lieutenant Fitzgerald gallantly pursued
them for two miles, and I understand slew three of the enemy
in single combat. The brilliant conduct of these two cavalry
regiments decided, in my opinion, the crisis of the action, for
from the moment the cavalry was seen in the rear of their right
flank the resistance of our opponents slackened; the 22nd
Regiment forced the bank, the 25th and 12th did the same, the
latter regiment capturing several guns, and the victory was decided.
The artillery made great havoc among the dense masses of the
enemy, and dismounted several of their guns. The whole of the
enemy’s artillery, ammunition, standards, and camp, with con-
siderable stores and some treasure, were taken.”

The loss of the Balochis in this brilliant action is computed at
5000, while on the side of the British it did not exceed 257, of
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whom nineteen were officers.  Shortly after the battle the leading
Mirs of Khairpur and Hyderabad surrendered unconditionally as
prisoners of war, and the fort of Hyderabad was captured, together
with the Mirs’ treasure, which is believed to have amounted to
about 2 million sterling. The British force having been reinforced
by troops from Sukkur on the 2znd March, Sir Charles Napier
with 5000 men went in quest of the enemy under the command
of Sher Muhammad of Mirpur. On the 24th of March the Baloch
army, numbering 20,000 men, was found in a strong position at
a village called Nairéja, in the district of Dabo, near the Fuleli,
where, after a desperate resistance, it was completely defeated,
their leader, Sher Muhammad, retreating to the desert.

Battle of Dabo.—The following is an extract taken from
Sir Charles Napier's report of this engagement :—“ The forces
under my command marched from Hyderabad this morning at
daybreak. About half-past eight o'clock we discovered and
attacked the army under the personal command of the Mir
Sher Muhammad, consisting of 20,000 men of all arms, strongly
posted behind one of those large nullahs by which this country is
intersected in all directions. After a combat of about three
hours, the enemy was wholly defeated with considerable slaughter
and the loss of all his standards and cannon. His position was
nearly a straight line ; the nullah was formed by two deep parallel
ditches, one 20 feet wide and 8 feet deep, the other 42 feet wide
and 17 feet deep, which had been for a long distance freshly
scarped, and a banquette made behind the bank expressly for the
occasion. To ascertain the extent of his line was extremely
difficult, as his left did not appear to be satisfactorily defined, but
he began moving to his right when he perceived that the British
force outflanked him in that direction. Believing that this move-
ment had drawn him from that part of the nullah which had
been prepared for defence, I hoped to attack his right with less
difficulty, and Major Leslie’s troop of horse artillery was ordered
to move forward-and endeavour to rake the nullah ; the gth Light
Cavalry and Poona Horse advancing in line on the left of the
artillery, which was supported on the right by Her Majesty’s 22nd
Regiment, the latter being, however, at first considerably retired
to admit of the oblique fire of Leslie’s troop. The whole of
the artillery now opened upon the enemy’s position, and the
British line advanced in éckelon from the left, Her Majesty’s
22nd Regiment leading the attack. The enemy was now per-
ceived to move from his centre in considerable bodies to his
left, apparently retreating, unable to sustain the cross-fire of the
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British artillery; on seeing which, Major Stack, at the head of
the 3rd Cavalry, under Command of Captain Delamain, and
the Sind Horse, under command of Captain Jacob, made a
brilliant charge upon the enemy’s left flank, crossing the nullah
and cutting down the retreating eneiny for several miles. While
this was passing on the right, Her Majesty’s 22nd Regiment,
gallantly led by Major Poole, who commanded the brigade, and
Captain George, who commanded the corps, attacked the nullah
on the left with great gallantry, and, I regret to add, with con-
siderable loss. This brave battalion marched up to the nullah
under a heavy fire of matchlocks, without returning a shot till
within forty paces of the entrenchment, and then stormed it like
British soldiers. The intrepid Lieutenant Coote first mounted
the rampart, seized one of the enemy’s standards, and was severely
wounded while waving it and cheering on his men. Meanwhile
the Poona Horse, under Captain Tait, and the gth Cavalry, under
Major Story, turned the enemy’s right flank, pursuing and cutting
down the fugitives for several miles. Her Majesty’s 22nd
Regiment was well supported by the batteries commanded by
Captains Willoughby and Hutt, which crossed their fire with that
of Major Leslie. Then came the 2nd brigade, under command
of Major Woodburn, bearing down into action with excellent cool-
ness. It consisted of the 25th, 21st, and 12th Regiments, under
the command of Captains Jackson, Stevens, and Fisher, respec-
tively. These regiments were strongly sustained by the fire of
Captain Whitlie's battery, on the right of which were the 8th
and 1st Regiments, under Majors Brown and Clibborn: these
two corps advanced with the regularity of a review up to the
entrenchments, their commanders, with considerable exertion,
stopping their fire, on seeing that a portion of the Sind Horse
and 3rd Cavalry in charging the enemy had got in front of the
brigade. The battle was decided by the troop of horse artillery
and Her Majesty’s 22nd Regiment.” Consequent on this victory
the towns of Mirpur and Umarkot were soon after occupied
without resistance. Sind was declared a conquered country, and
as such annexed to the British possessions in India, and the
Talpur family, after a sovereignty of fifty-seven years, ceased to
be the dominant power in that part of India.

Mir Nasir Khan and his nephews, Mirs Shahdid Kbin and
Husain Ali Khan, Mirs Muhammad and Sobhdir of Hyderabad,
together with Mirs Rustam Khin and his nephews Nasir Khin
and Wali Muhammad Khan of Khairpur, were sent to Bombay
as state prisoners in Her Majesty’s sloop-of-war Aimrod in April,
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1843, and thence to Poona in the Dakhan. In the following
year they were conveyed to Calcutta, but in 1854 the then
Governor-General, Lord Dalhousie, allowed them to return to
Sind with permission to reside at Hyderabad.

The Talpur family trace their descent from Mir Hamza, the son
of Hashim, and state themselves to be Balochis of Arab .origin.
Their great-grandfather, Mir Shihdid Khin the elder, disagreeing
with his paternal uncle, left him, and took service with the Kal-
hora, Miin Shahal, whose religious principles of faith (the Shia)
he embraced. He was followed into Sind by great numbers of
Balochis. The court of the Talpur princes was distinguished for
its rude hospitality and kindly welcome, but the refinement and
polish of the East were not observed among them ; their education
was of a very limited character, and they ruled as a military feu-
dalism. This was perhaps more particularly the characteristic at
Khairpur than at Hyderabad, as at the former the manners of the
court were essentially Baloch, and in consequence more national.
Their “style of living was strictly primitive, and by no means
expensive; their extravagant propensities were shown only for
arms and horses, and in their absorbing passion for sport, to which
they never hesitated to sacrifice the finest portions of their country.
So great indeed was their love for their Shi&drgaks, or “hunting
enclosures,” that they are said to have declared that they valued
them as much as their wives and children. The costume of the
Mirs was somewhat peculiar, the distinguishing feature being a
rich “lingi” (or scarf), a Kashmir shawl or other stuff bound
round the waist, a nchly—worked cap peculiar to the country, and
sword and belt mounted in gold, with shields bossed with the
same precious metal. In religion they were of the “Shia” per-
suasion, but knew very little of the faith they professed ; their sole
aim was to hoard up wealth, set their faces against all systems of
amelioration and improvement, and enjoy themselves after their
own fashion.

Talpur System of Government.—The form of Government
under the Talpurs may be described as a purely military despotism
on feudal principles, their Baloch chieftains holding “jagirs” or
grants of land for rendering service to the state when necessary.
They had no standing army, but kept up a body-guard of some
strength. In time of war the pay of the foot soldier was about
equal to 34. a day, that of a horseman being double this sum.
‘The number of fighting men the Mirs could conjointly bring into
the field was believed to be about 50,000. In their land revenue
system the Mirs adopted the ‘‘zamindari.” or farming plan, the
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royal share, which was mostly paid én 4ind, known as “ batii,” in
opposition to ‘“mahsili,” or fixed cask assessments, being one-
third, two-fifths, or one-fifth, according to the nature of the land
cultivated. There was a cess too on the water-wheel for irrigation,
and a capitation tax as well on individual cultivators. This system
of taxation appears to have been considered fair and advan-
tageous to all parties. Another method was by payments in cash
(mahsali) at a certain sum per “;i»2b” (about half an acre), the
amount varying according to the productive nature of the soil.
The average seems to have ranged from six to twelve rupees per
jireb. Waste land, when taken up for the first time, was assessed
at a very low rate, as some inducement to bring it under culti-
vation. Gardens and date trees formed another source of revenue,
and these were generally farmed out at a certain fixed rate,
Where the canals were cleared out at the expense of the state an
additional charge was made on the cultivators using them, but
when the clearance was done by the zamindar, or cultivator, a
certain reduction in his payments to the state was allowed Asa
rule every village had its zamindar, but their proprietary estates
varied very considerably, comprising in some instances a whole
village, or even a cluster of such, in others but a portion of a
village, or even a few fields in one. Again, those zamindirs who
were small cultivators were found to be subordinate to some other
large zamindar. To the zamindar belonged certain rights, called
“Lapo,” which any person cultivating under him was bound to
pay. These generally included the three following rights, viz. :
1, Malkdano; 2, Zamindari; and 3, Raj Kharch. The first meant
the right of ownership, and comprised the dues which in conse-
quence appertained to the zamindir. The second included the
privilege and dues to which the zamindar was entitled in his right
of proprietor, and the raj kharch was the collection in money or in
kind for the expense of the village community of which the zamindir
was the representative. These rights were as a rule respected by
the Mirs, for the zamindars were co-religionists, and the majority
of them were shrewd and intelligent men, and, though generally
speaking uneducated, formed nevertheless an important class of
the community. The rates of “lapo” (or zamindars’ dues) varied
according as the crop was kharif, rabi, or péshras; they were
levied only in fair average seasons, but a remission was made
when any failure of the crops occurred. Other sources of revenue
were derived from trade or manufactures, and were very compli-
cated. An ad valorem duty of six per cent. was levied on all
goods imported, and two and a half per cent. on those exported
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from Karichi, in addition to a three per cent town duty. This
latter was levied at the gates of every city or village o articles of
every kind, and all purchases and sales, even of grain and other
articles of food in the bazir, paid a duty called “ Zaraza.” or that
of the scales. Liquors and intoxicating drugs were sold under
Licences or state contracts ; there was a cess on every loom, and a
capltz.uonmwaslenedonalluunnsandshopkcepas. The
fishermen had to give up one-third of the produce of their nets to
the ruler, and each boat on the Indus paid a certain sum. The
Mirs farmed the greater part of the revenue to “iiardirs”™ or
contractors, for a fixed sum, a system which led to much atuse
and mjustice. So great was the extent of jigirs and inims to
chiefs and others in the Khairpur territories, that the revenue was
frequently mortgaged to provide for the current expenses of the
darbar. The amount of revenue collected from every source
under the Talpur dynasty has been variously estimated ; its real
value was never known, as the Mirs were at all times very jealous
on this point, and would evade all inquiries in connection with it.
In 1809 the revenue was said to be nearly forty-three likhs
(430,000L); in 1814 it was sixty-one lakhs (610,000/); in 1824
under fifty likhs (500.000/.) ; and this had latterly decreased to
thirty-five likhs (350,000/). The Talpurs were always considered
to be very wealthy, and Mir Fatéh Al, at his death in 1801, is
said to have left nearly thirty-five lakhs between his three surviving
brothers. Sind was divided for revenue purposes into *par-
ganas,” or provinces, and these again into * tapas,” or districts.
The principal of these parganas in Lower Sind were, Tatta,
Chachhgim, Kakralo, Dhiréja, Siindra, and Imamwih ; in Upper
Sind, Sindra, Shihdidpur, Khairpur, Gambat, Hilini, Bhélani,
Lohri, Sehwan, Chindko, Mogalli, Riipar, Kacha, and Chappa.
Over each pargana the Mirs placed a “ sazawal-kir,” or head col-
Jector of revenue, with a small establishment of miinshis (wnters)
and others to administer its revenue affairs, and over each “tapa ™
a kirdir, with a smaller establishment. Wherever a town was
divided into shares, extending sometimes to six and seven, there
each Mir had his representative to watch his interests. These
oﬁcersalsosupenntendedthepoboe,whnchwasonamoahmted
scale. Under the Talpurs criminal justice was administered by
the Mirs themselves, as also by their kirdars, kotwils, and other
officers, nominally m accordance with the Muhammadan law.
Mautilation, flogging, imprisonment, or fine were the usual punish-
ments. Death was seldom inflicted, and only in cases of murder,
but a payment of blovd-monecy irequently freed the guilty party
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from all other pains and penalties. Trials by ordeal, especially
those of fire and water, seem to have been frequently resorted
to in cases where the accused person declared his innocence,
or where there was no direct proof forthcoming. Lieutenant
James, when a deputy-collector of Shikarpur, thus describes
the trials by fire and water.which prevailed in the Chanduka
district :—* The accused was placed under water, whilst 2 man
shot an arrow from a bow as far as he could; another man
was sent to pick it up, and if the prisoner could remain under
water until the arrow was brought back to the spot he was
declared innocent, but if he lifted his head out before that time,
he was presumed guilty. The trial by fire was equally difficult.
A trench was dug seven cubits in length, and filled with firewood,
which was lighted, and the accused, with his legs and feet bound
with plantain leaves, had to go from one end to the other through
it, his escape from injury deciding his innocence. A munshi of
my acquaintance declares he saw a man establish his innocence
this way, in the presence of Mir Sohrab, the father of the reigning
Mir of Khairpur.” The lifting up of red-hot iron was likewise a
satisfactory proof of innocence. The ordeal of fire was called in
Sindi “char,” and that of water “ #ubi.” There were no jails
for prisoners under sentence of imprisonment; during the day
they were taken into the towns to beg for food, as no subsistence
was granted them by the government, and at night they were
either kept chained or put in stocks, chaukis, or lock-ups. The
ends of justice were greatly frustrated by personal influence. Civil
justice was dispensed by the same parties who administered it
criminally, about one-fourth of the amount in litigation being
generally made the government fee for investigation. It was
chiefly on this account that civil actions under the Mirs’ rule
seldom went into court, the parties preferring to settle the matter
by private arbitration. The currency in circulation in Sind
during the Talpur dynasty was the Company’s rupee, known as
the “XKaldar,” and in Upper Sind the *“ Sohrib” and ¢ Shuja-
wali” rupees—the former one per cent. and the latter two and
a half per cent. /ess in value than the Company’s rupee. The
“Korah” and the “ Kashani” rupees were current in Lower Sind
—the former being twenty-five per cent. and the latter fifty per
cent. /ess in value than the East India Company’s rupee.
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CHAPTER IIL
SIND UNDER BRITISH RULE.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF SIND BY SIR CHARLES NAPIER, ITS FIRST
GOVERNOR—BY MR. PRINGLE, BOMBAY CIVIL SERVICE, THE
FIRST COMMISSIONER—BY MR. (AFTERWARDS SIR) H. BARTLE
E. FRERE—BY MR. J. D. INVERARITY, BOMBAY CIVIL SERVICE—
BY MR. S. MANSFIELD, C.S.1., BOMBAY CIVIL SERVICE—AND BY
COLONEL SIR W. L. MEREWETHER, K.C.S.L, C.B., BOMBAY ARMY.

8ir Charles Napier's Administration.—On the conquest of
Sind by the British in 1843, Sir Charles Napier was appointed its
first governor, on a salary of 7000/. perannum. The former rulers
of the country, the Mirs, were provided for by cash pensions amount-
ing in the aggregate to about three and three-quarter likhs of rupees
yearly, while the lands in Jagir they were permitted to hold were
valued at a little over one and a half lakhs. The governor had also
issued a proclamation intimating that all Jagirdirs who proffered
their allegiance to the British Government within a specified time
after the battle of Meeanee, would be confirmed in the possession
of their estates. Nearly two thousand grantees presented them-
selves in accordance with this order, and the concessions promised
were strictly adhered to. The judicial and revenue systems of
government were speedily remodelled by the new rulerss The
province was divided into Collectorates of considerable extent and
area, and these again into subdivisions of districts, and over them
a number of European officers were placed as Collectors, and
Deputy Collectors, with certain revenue and judicial powers, for
the proper administration of their respective districts. As magis-
trates, these officers had but limited powers of punishment, the more
serious offences being disposed of by a military commission, under
the general rules for court-martials, though in reality this commis-
sion had no power or authority, the decisions in these cases being
entirely in the hands of the governor, who did ashe pleased. The
office of  Saziwal-kir ” which obtained under the Mirs’ government
was abolished, and the incumbents made Kirdirs upon one-fifth
E
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of their former pay, while the salaries of the Kardirs themselves
were reduced to one-half of their former emoluments.

Nor did military expeditions cease with the conquest of the
province in 1843. In January 1845 Sir Charles, with 6000 men,
undertook a campaign against the robber tribes in the hills north
of Sind, who, finding themselves closely pressed and hemmed in
by the British forces, surrendered to Mir Ali Murdd, of Khairpur,
and were by him made over to the English commander. Again,
in February 1846, he marched from Sukkur on another expedition
to Bahawalpur with 12,000 troops and 3o guns, leaving mean-
while in Sind itself a large force of 20,000 men of all arms, as a
temporary measure.

As governor of Sind, Sir Charles Napier laboured to put down
many abuses which existed in the province, Pre-eminent among
these was the prevalence-at that time of what appeared to be
female suicide, but which eventually was found to be the murder
by hanging of native women by their husbands, upon the most
frivolous pretexts, the latter pretending that their wives had com-
mitted suicide. Sir Charles issued in 1847 very stringent orders
to all magistrates throughout the province to exert themselves to
the utmost in putting a stop to so serious a crime, and his own
views on this subject are contained in the subjoined proclama-
tion, which he caused to be circulated far and wide among the
inhabitants of Sind :

“ People of Sind, —the government has forbidden you to
murder your wives, a crime commonly committed when the British
conquered this country. This crime of woman-murder is forbidden
by the religion of the English conquerors; who shall dare to
oppose their law? Woe be to those who do. But this is notall, ye
Sindians, Balochis and Muhammadans, murder is prohibited by
your prophet. You, who murder your wives, outrage your own
religion as much as you outrage ours! This the government will
not permit. Government therefore visited with punishment such
murderers, and the crime began to disappear. Some foolish men
among you believe that the English are easily deceived, and you
have, in a vast number of cases, hanged your wives, and then pre-
tended that these poor women committed suicide. Do you
imagine that government believe that these women committed
suicide? Do you believe that government can be deceived by
such villainy that it will let women be thus murdered? If you do
believe this, it becomes necessary to teach you how erroneous is
.your judgment, and if you persevere, your sufferings shall be great.



SIND UNDER BRITISH RULE. 51

You are therefore thus solemnly warned, that in whatever village
a woman is found murdered, a heavy fine shall be imposed on all,
and rigidly levied. The government will dismiss the Kirdar.
It will order all her husband’s relations up to Karichi, and it
will cause such danger and trouble to all, that you shall tremble
if a woman is said to have committed suicide in your district, for it
shall be an evil day for all in that place. You all know that what
I say is just, for never was woman known to have committed
suicide in Sind till the law decreed that husbands should not
murder their wives, and this year vast numbers of women have
been found hanged ; gross falsehoods have been put forth by their
families that they committed suicide ; but woe be to their hus-
bands! for the English Government will not be insulted by such
felons. The murderers shall be sent to labour far away over the
waters, and heard of no more.”

Previously, in 1843, Sir Charles Napier had issued special
directions against the oppression of villagers by native soldiers,
which, it would seem, was not an uncommon practice, and he
threatened that, in all future cases of aggravated plundering on
their part, ke would visit the delinquents with the punishment of
death. His general orders also on the subject of killing peacocks
in Sind, and against furious driving, are probably remembered to
this day by many old residents of the province, owing to the
thoroughly practical, though at the same time quaint, manner in
which they were worded. The first portion of his decree against
“ furious driving ” affords an illustration of this: ‘ Gentlemen as
well as beggars may, if they like, ride to the devil when they get
on horseback, but neither gentlemen nor beggars have a right to
send other people there, which will be the case if furious driving
be allowed in the camp or bazar;” and the order finishes up by
the statement that, “ The enforcement of obedience is like physic,
not agreeable, but at times very necessary.” Sir Charles, after a
rule of a little more than four and a half years, left Sind in the
month of October, 1847, and was succeeded in the government of
the province by Mr. Pringle, of the Bombay Civil Service, with
the title of Commissioner in Sind, the province being thence-
forward made subordinate to the Bombay Presidency. Sir Charles
Napier (in January 1851) passed through Karichi on his way to
England, and after his death, in August 1853, a public meeting
was held at Karichi in October of that year, to consider the
most appropriate method of testifying respect to his memory as
Governor of Sind. It was there resolved to place a memorial

E 2
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window in Trinity Church, and erect an obelisk, with a suitable
inscription, on the Mole Road, at the very spot whence he took
his final departure from Sind.

Mr. Pringle’s Administration.—It was during Mr. Pringle’s
administration, which lasted from October 1847, to December
1850, that military commissioners were abolished, and four different
grades of civil and criminal courts established in liew. These were
the commissioners’, magistrates’, deputy magistrates’, and kardars’
courts. The office of judicial assistant to the commissioner was
also made during this administration. The revenue of the pro-
vince had now begun to show a great improvement, as the receipts,
which in 1843-44 only realised 9,37,937 rupees, had risen in 1848-49
to 29,23,515rupees; while the expenditure, which in the former year
was as high as 76,62,974 rupees, had decreased in 1848-49 to
48,30,504 rupees. This expenditure did not, however, include the
charge of the regular troops employed in Sind. The province also
received the benefit of a visit from Sir George Clerk, the Gover-
nor of Bombay, in the spring of 1848, who proceeded as far as
Hyderabad, making himself acquainted with the chief wants of
the country.

Mpr. Frere's Administration.—In December 1850, Mr. Pringle,
having resigned his appointment, was succeeded in January 1851
by Mr. (afterwards Sir Bartle) Frere, of the Bombay Civil Service,
to whom Sind is so much indebted for the great progress it made
during his long and able administration of its affairs. It was
mainly through the instrumentality of Mr. Frere that the Karachi
Library and Museum was established in 1851 ; and in order to make
the latter a decidedly useful institution, he directed in 1853, that
every deputy collector in Sind should forward annually, at the
close of each season, through his immediate superior, a fair mer-
cantile specimen, numbered and labelled, of each description of
such ordinary raw produce of his district as would bear carriage,
and keep for a few months. These samples were intended for
exposition in the museum, so that mercantile men, resident in
Karachi, might have an opportunity of seeing the raz products of
the province, together with all information in connection with them.
Previously, in 1852, Mr. Frere, with the laudable object of pro-
moting trade in Sind, had established two annual fairs, to be
held—one at Karachi for a space of sixty days, commencing on
the 1st December, and the other at Sukkur, in Upper Sind, to
commence from 1st January, and to last forty-five days. It was
further notified to all traders that, with the object of affording
them increased facilities, all frontier duties would be remitted
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during the time these fairs were being held, and that commodious
buildings would be provided for their accommodation. It was in
January, 1852, also, that His Highness Mir Ali Murad, of Khairpur,
having been convicted of acts of forgery and fraud, was deprived of
those lands and territories which lawfully belonged to the British
Government. It had previously been brought to the knowledge of
Sir Charles Napier, when Governor of Sind, that a fraud had been
committed by Mir Ali Murad in a treaty, that of Naunahar, con-
cluded about 1842, between him and his two elder brothers, Mirs
Rustam and Mubiarak Khin, after a battle in which Mir Ali Murad
had obtained the advantage. By this treaty, written on a leaf of a
copy of the Kurin, certain lands were made over to the younger
brother, and the forgery consisted in this leaf having been de-
stroyed, and another substituted, on which the word “ village ” was
altered to * district,” where both had the same name, the effect
of this being to place in Mir Ali Murad’s possession large and
extensive districts, instead of villages only. Early in 1850,a com-
mission was appointed to inquire into this accusation against
Mir Ali Murad, he attending it in person ; it ended in his guilt
being fully proved, and in the issue of a proclamation by the then
Governor-General of India, the Marquis of Dalhousie, which de-
graded the Mir from the rank of Rais, and deprived him of all his
lands and territories, excepting those hereditary possessions left
him by his father, Mir Sohraib Khan. The subjoined is a copy of
the proclamation in question :

“ The Government of India had long sten cause to believe that
His Highness Mir Ali Murdd Khan, of Khairpur, by acts of forgery
and fraud, had deprived the British Government of territory in
Sind, to which it was lawfully entitled. Reluctant to condemn the
Mir unless upon the clearest proof of his personal guilt, the Govern-
ment of India directed that a full and public inquiry should be
made into the charges that had been brought against him. His
Highness attended the inquiry in person, every opportunity was
afforded of eliciting the truth, and of establishing His Highness’
innocence of the crime of which he had been accused. His High-
ness Mir Ali Murad Khin entirely failed to rebut the charge. On
clear and complete evidence, he was convicted of having destroyed
a leaf of the Kurin, in which the treaty of Naunihar was
written, and of having substituted for it another leaf of a different
tenor, whereby His Highness fraudulently obtained possession of
several large districts instead of villages of the same name, greatly
to the prejudice of the British Government, to which the said
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districts lawfully belonged, and in gross violation of good faith
and honour. The Government of India sought no pretext to
interfere with the possessions of His Highness Mir Ali Murad
Khian. It desired that his Highness should continue to rule
the territories he held in peace and security, and it was slow to
entertain and to urge against His Highness accusations which
placed in jeopardy his reputation and authority. But the Mir's
guilt has been proved. The Governmert of India will not permit
His Highness Mir Ali Murad Khin to escape with impunity, and
a great public crime to remain unpunished. Wherefore the Go-
vernment of India has resolved, and hereby declares that Mir
Ali Murad Khan, of Khairpur, is degraded from the rank of Rais,
and that all his lands and territories, excepting those hereditary
possessions only which were allotted to him by his father, Mir
Sohrab Khan, shall henceforth be a portion of the British Empire
in India. The inhabitants of those territories are hereby called
upon to submit themselves peaceably to the dominion under which
they have passed, in full reliance that they will be defended
against their enemies, and protected from harm; and that un-
molested in their persons, in their property and their homes,
they will be governed with just and mild authority.
“ By order of the most noble the Governor-General of India.
¢ (Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
‘¢ Commissioner.
21 January, 1852.”

The possessions so confiscated by the Government of India
comprised the Parganas of Kandiiro and Naushahro (known as
Sahiti), which subsequently became a portion of the Hyderabad
Collectorate : the Biirdika, Shahbéla, Chak, Saidabad, Ubauro,
Mirpur, and Ladho Giagan districts, together with the Alor,
Bukkur, and Bambiirki Tapas, all of which were incorporated
with the Shikdrpur Collectorate. The total area of the districts
so confiscated is computed at about 5412 square miles. In
April, 1856, Mir Ali Murad proceeded to England, to lay his
grievances before the Home Government, but the result was
unfavourable to him. In September 1852 a municipal commission,
the first of the kind in the province, was established at Karachi,
mainly under the auspices of the Commissioner, who became its
first president, and by his great influence and position materially
aided the progress of the infant institution. In 1853 the ex-Mirs
of Sind were permitted by the Government of India to return
to their native country; and in April of the following year, three
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of them, viz., Mirs Sher Muhammad Khian, Khin Muhammad, and
Shih Muhammad, arrived in the province, selecting Mirpur, the
stronghold of the first-named Mir, for their residence. The year
1854 was marked by great educational progress in Karichi; the
Commissioner presiding at the opening of the Government
English School, on the Bandar Road, in October, and at that of
the European and Indo-British School, situate in the camp, in the
following month.

It was also during Mr. Frere’s term of office that the large
mortality in Sind, arising from snake-bite, attracted much atten-
tion, and measures were proposed by him for its prevention.
From a report prepared by Dr. Imlach, Civil Surgeon of Shikirpur,
in 1855, on this subject, it would appear that in 1854 no less
than 306 cases of snake-bite occurred, the mortality from which
was sixty-three, or a percentage of 20°5 fatal cases. So many
deaths were reported as taking place from this cause that it
began to be suspected that the excuse of a snake-bite might be
often invented to conceal the murder of women, from motives of
jealousy, a crime very common in Sind, but on careful inquiries
being made, such was not found to be the case. There are
numerous species of snakes in the province, many of them
poisonous ; and the late Mr. Vincent D’Souza, formerly of the
Bombay Medical Department, who had devoted great attention
to this subject, mentions eighteen which in the course of his
experience had been seen and examined by him, the greater
number of these belonging to the species Colubder, and but few to
that of the Boa.

The most venomous snakes in Sind are the “ Khapir” (Sgyfab
Byzonata), which in length does not generally exceed fifteen
inches ; the black cobra, called by the Sindis the Karo Nanyg,
the Munér, and the Lundi. Of these the Khapir is by far the
most deadly, the cobra being unable even to withstand its poison,
and it is a species which is, unhappily, but too commonly met
with. The snake season in Sind may be considered as lasting
for six months in the year, that is to say, from the early part
of May to the latter end of October. It is during this period
that they wander about, the annual river inundation compelling
them to leave the low-lying lands, their usual haunts, and thus to
venture among the habitations of men. Agriculturists of the male
population seem to be those who suffer mostly from snake-bite,
and when no proper remedies are applied, the symptoms of
exhaustion come on very rapidly, death generally taking place
in from one to six hours. The native remedies for snake-bite are
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principally an internal administering of black pepper, ghi, onions,
and the fruit of the pili tree; occasionally recourse is had
to charming, which is done by *jogis,” specially summoned for
that purpose. The best European remedy hitherto found appears
to consist in the internal administration of Jiguor ammonie, but
~ Mr. V. D'Souza has, in addition to this treatment, found the
application of nitric acid to the part bitten very successful
Whether the number of venomous reptiles in Sind is likely to
decrease as the population of the province increases, seems
questionable, for this does not appear to be the case in the
Bombay Collectorate of Ratnagiri, which, though possessing a
redundant population, is nevertheless much infested with poisonous
snakes, to such an extent indeed as to have made it long since an
important matter of consideration with the Bombay Government.
In 1856 Mr. Frere left the province for a time on furlough,
his duties meanwhile being carried on by Colonel John Jacob,
the Political Superintendent of the Upper Sind frontier, who, in
April of that year, issued a proclamation abolishing *Statute” or
compulsory labour throughout Sind, every person being hence-
forth at perfect liberty to work where and at what rates he
pleased. In the same month a notification was issued prohibiting
the practice among police officers of inducing, by use of force or
threats, accused persons to confess crimes with which they might
be charged. It was in 1856 also that a topographical survey was
introduced into the province, the establishments for this purpose
being transferred from the Panjib. During Mr. Frere’s adminis-
tration, that is to say, up to October 1859, a large portion of the
Shikarpur Collectorate, comprising the Rohri, Shikarpur, and
Sukkur districts, the frontier district of Upper Sind, and the
hill district of Karachi, with an aggregate area of 9665 square
miles, were surveyed topographically. During 1857, a year
rendered memorable by the occurrence of the Indian Mutiny, the
province of Sind did not wholly escape the troubles which beset
other portions of British India. On the r4th of September, the
21st Regiment of Bombay Native Infantry, then stationed at
Karichi, broke out into open mutiny, 2 number of the sepoys being
told off to murder the Commissioner, the General commanding
at that station, and other officials. The conspiracy was fortu-
nately detected in time to admit of precautionary measures being
taken, and the principal mutineers were speedily caught and tried
by court-martial. Five of them were blown away from guns,
eleven were hanged, and a large number were transported beyond
seas. During the last two years of Mr. Frere’s rule in Sind,
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several important works of progress were being camied out.
In April 1858, he, with great ceremony, tumed the first sod of
the Sind Railway, an important line of communication, intended
to place Kotri on the Indus and Karichi in close proximity to
each other, and thus save the necessity for sending both goods
and passengers by the tedious and uncertain river-route to Gisri
Bandar. The Oriental Inland Steam Company (established in
1856) also began its operations in Sind, in 1858, by placing two
steam trains, with all necessary apparatus, on the river Indus, for
communication between Karichi and Maltan. Another important
work, the Eastern Nird Canal (passing through an old bed of the
Indus), commenced in 1853 and finished in May 1859, was opened
with great success. The object of this scheme was to improve the
Eastern Nird, by throwing an abundant supply of water into it
from the Indus during the inundation season, by means of a new
channel at Rohri, and this was intended to fertilise those lands
hitherto only partially cultivated on either side of this canal, owing
to the small quantity of water previously available. The expendi-
ture upon this great work, up to 1859, was estimated at about five
likhs of rupees. A rebellion took place in 1859, in the Nagar
Parkar district (now a portion of the Thar and Parkar) which
was put down by a force sent from Hyderabad, under the com-
mand of Colonel Evans. It resulted in the capture of the Rina
and his minister, both of whom were tried in the following year,
and sentenced, the former to fourteen, and the latter to ten years
transportation. It was in May 1859 that the Commissioner was
nominated a Civil Knight Commander of the Bath, and in the
following month of August, Sir Bartle Frere was appointed a
member of the Supreme Council at Calcutta, Mr. J. D. Inveranty,
of the Bombay Civil Service, being selected to succeed him in
the Commissionership of Sind. It must be conceded, that Sir
Bartle Frere’s able administration of Sind during the long perioed
of nine years had done much towards promoting its prosperity,
and raising it to importance in both a political and commercial
sense. Ever ready to give assistance and advice in all well-
conceived schemes intended for the good of the province, the
country soon showed signs of steady improvement; old canals
were cleared and re-opened, and fresh ones constructed ; good
roads were made, on which new villages sprang up with wonderful
rapidity. Independently of the town of Karachi, the Municipal
Act (XXVL of 1850) was introduced into nineteen other towns
in Sind during his administration, and a written language, as
well as a judicial code, were given to the province through the
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exertions of his talented assistants, Messrs. Ellis and Gibbs. In
the month of October 1859, a few days before the departure of
Sir Bartle Frere from Sind, the public of Karichi, embracing
all classes of the community, both European and native, held a
meeting, when it was unanimously resolved not only to present
an address to the retiring Commissioner on the occasion of his
leaving the province for a seat in the Supreme Council, but to
raise a fund for the purpose of marking, by some public testi-
monial, their appreciation of his successful and lengthened
administration of the affairs of Sind. It resulted in the erection
of a noble building at Karichi, appropriately called the  Frere
Hall,” which was opened with great ceremony in October, 1865,
and where Sir Bartle, when Governor of Bombay, was himself
received by the inhabitants of Karichi, on the occasion of a visit
he paid to Sind in the year 1866.

Mr, J. D. Inverarity’s Administration.—During the ad-
ministration of Mr. J. D. Inverarity, which lasted from October
1859, to March 1862, many changes were effected in the revenue
departments of the province. Among these was an alteration in
revenue management by discontinuing the practice of reckoning
the revenue of a year to be derived from the “ Rabi” harvest
of one inundation season, and the ¢ Kharif” of a different year,
and bringing the revenue of one inundation season into the ac-
counts of the year, as the revenue of #:af year. For the collection
of land reveuue, the revenue year was fixed to commence from the
1st of August, and to end on the 31st of July following ; the dates
of payment of instalments for Kharif and Rabi were also appointed
to be as follows :

1st January. 15th May.
Kharif {15th February. Rabi {15th June.
1st April. 15th July.

A considerable reduction was at the same time made in the
expenditure of the subordinate revenue and judicial district esta-
blishments. In canals and their management, the plan of closing
all clearance accounts with the financial year was introduced,
and it was during this administration that the excavation of the
Mithrau Canal was carried out at a considerable cost to the State.
Great delay had taken place in the extension of this canal, which
was first projected in 1851, but owing to alteration of plans, the
undertaking was not sanctioned till 1859. Three months after the
commencement of this work it began to repay the amount ex-
pended upon it. The enlargement of the Begari Canal, dividing
the Sind frontier district from a portion of the Shikirpur Col-
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lectorate, had previously (1856) been completed at a cost to the
State of 55,176 rupees. In judicial matters the Code of Civil
Procedure (Act VIII. of 1859) was in 1862 extended to Sind,
though validity to this extension was not given till 1864, by Im-
perial Act V. of that year. The result of this extension was speedily
shown by a marked improvement in the administration of civil
justice. A Small Cause Court was also, in 1861, established at
Karichi, where such an institution was greatly needed. The Jagir
inquiries and settlement of all claims of persons holding free grants
of garden land, or charitable grants under previous native govern-
ments in the province of Sind, were completed in 1862. On
the conquest of the province in 1843, rules for the settlement of
claims to Jagirs had been laid down by Sir Charles Napier, but
these were modified under succeeding administrations as expe-
rience suggested, so as to effect a settlement that should be at once
equitable and complete. These inquiries referred particularly to
the four great Talpur families in Sind—the Shahwani, Shihdadani,
Khanini, and Manakani—to the Saiyads of Tatta, and after them
to Sardirs, Jagirdars, Patédirs, Khairatdars,and Garden grantees.
The Sind police establishments were re-organised, and several
reductions in the rural and foot police were made ; the number
of European adjutants of police were at the same time reduced.
Education, both in the English and vernacular languages, in
government schools was greatly extended throughout the province,
and the Municipal Act (XXVL. of 1850) was introduced into several
towns of the Hyderabad and Shikiarpur Collectorates. It was
during Mr. Inverarity’s administration that provision was made
for the conservancy of the river Indus, and for the registration of
all boats on that river. It had been found that “ snags,” that is
to say, the trunks and arms of trees swept away by the inundation
floods from the river bank on which they grew, and more or less
imbedded in the practicable channels, had begun to offer serious
obstruction to steamers, and native boats navigating the Indus
Captain Balfour, at that time Superintendent of the Indus Flotilla,
proposed the appointment of an officer specially to attend to the
conservancy of the river, the expenses of this measure being met
by a fee to be imposed on the registration of all boats plying on
the Indus. This proposal was subsequently incorporated in an
Act (L of 1863) passed by the Bombay Legislative Council, which
came into operation in the province on the 1st of January 1863.
In 1860 the Karachi Chamber of Commerce was established,
principally for promoting and protecting the mercantile interests
of Sind, and for collecting and classifying information on all
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matters of general commercial interest ; and in the sam