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*A%, who inform him of what has happened. He weeps h““"‘.‘f
e Frays for unity with Sasui. The grave opens Uup, Sasui
fm‘"“ from within and the two lovers are united in the Everlast-
D2 unknown, This i only one version. Variations are .:he.rc,
but they are immaterial. Let us now go ahead with the inside
story of human soul.

2)

To this simple and straightforward romance Latif endows
A living philosophy. A wave brings Sasui from eternal world.
Wordsworgh has pointed out:

Trailing clouds of glory do we come
From God, who is our home.
Heaven lies about us in our infancy !

She is adopted and nurtured by a Washerman. Bbhambhor
becomes her temporary home place. She adopts the profession.
One can imagine the sweet little soul assisting her father and
mother in washina, cleaning and jroning! Life is a primrose
Path till one comes of age and sees in someone else the reflec-
tion of eternal forms and universals. The ideal makes us feel
restless. The divine glimpse lures us to the unknown destiny.
What happens to Sasui when the light is withdrawn? Bhambhor
becomes a dark, hatefal place unfit even for a moment’s stay.
A moment’s nap has deprived her of her Punhoon, a moment’s
negligence has helped her rivals, her brothers-in-law to carry
off the beloved company to distant lands. Camels are the media
that she corses. From now onwards she must say pood-bye to
her native home, seek, seek and seek. Sitting at home does not
help. Parents do not help. Friends and relatives do not help.
One must seek alone. What should one seek? Values? Welfare?
Peace? God? Whatever may be your goal, life is to be conceived
as a trial ground for the inexperienced soul. Your Punhoon is lost
in the wilderness of mountains. Seek and seek alone, trust the
mountaing with vour feet which are softer than silk. Move
uphill, take up the line of the greatest resistance. Pass beyond



“Even if she is burnt by longing, she longs still
more and more, She drank with Punhoon, she never felt
any satiety. The more she drank, the more thirsty she
become™, i

Pnysical satisfaction results in nausea, feeling of luath?t?m:-
ness at the thought of something more, But in matters spiritual
You may go on gulping, your thirst will mever be qllﬂﬂ':h'fd-
This is the bank, this is the tavern, this is the company, which
ever increases our yearning for more and more. That is why
great souls even while dying pray for more and more light, as
if life and death are the parts of the same process, continuously
progressing, advancing 10 the sublime height, the sheer precipice.

Nete again the significance of the following lines:-

B (S 55 o o S
SISOV G LR
Oliteat £l Ol £l J ke Ok Osen

“Those deeply steeped in love, have their beings
brimful with thirst. Drink the cup of thirst, remove your
thirst with thirst. O Punhoon! bring the-cup before me

with your own hands so that I may quench my thirst by
means of thirst™,

This is our poets suggestion for a scholar yearning for
more knowledge, for a saint yearning for more sanctity and for
a reformer yearning for a far better world. There is no such
thing as complete satisfaction for a conscientious soul, Oge
curiosity finds satisfaction for a short while. But the temporary
satisfaction makes us more curious and we ry to find new satisfac-
tion. This process goes on incessantly till our physical powers
fail. Oaly the rusted souls stop and say “No farther”. Those
who oil and polish temselves daily go ahead with a new mission,
a new spirit and a new curiosity. Our mental life starts with
wonder and ends in wonder.



b

Latif often emrhasizes that the longing is a two-way
process, While the finite longs fur the infinite, the infinited also

longs for the finite

g P e OIS el
o5 Ol Y gl o Al

“For the sake of the Beloved let Sasui accept
desolation, Water hecomes thirsty for those whose souls

are thirsty for water”,

This is a universal philosophy of life. Note the significance
of the words ‘Sasui’ ‘Beloved' Desolation®, “Water® ‘Thirsty".
What other poet has ever told you that water is also thirsty?
Have you not heard of social workers who have left civilized
cities and lived and worked with undeveloped, uncultured bar-
barins at the risk of their lives? Have you not heard of great
souls who have left their clean houses and spent their lives by
serving the lepers? Have your not heard of Brahmans living in
the colonies of untouchables, serving the sweepers, the shudras?
Have you not heard of explorers, deserting their cosy homes
and dying in the cold wilderness of polar regioas or hunted
down by the wild animals of Dark Africa? Have you not heard
of Nightingales serving the sick and the wounded fighting against
red-tape, indifference and corruption? All such are thirsty people.
They are thirsty because water is thirsty for them. May such
people accept desolation! Such people are the saviours of human
civilization, not those who shut themselves in glass-houses and
believe that no harm will ever come to them. who b.lieve that
not even death will ever overtake them. Only those will survive
who thirst, accept desolation, struggle and seek. That is why
Bergson said, “To live is 1o chanoge, to change is to mature, to
mature is to go on creating one’s self endlessly”. When change
is not acceptable to individuals and nations, death follows at a
quick pace. This is exactly the advice given by the poet (who
is the voice of the waler, vast, ever changirg, ever resiless,
uncontrollable power) to Sasui, who represents human soul:
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“Don’t sit O woman! in Bhambbor. Cr¥, shout.
use all resources. You are the servant of the Balochis,
do not lose the path, Only if you seck and :tn!El"s you
will have the indication of your Friend Punheon”.

(4)

Sasui now sets down the qualifications and credentials of
those entitled to move on the path. We have noticed in Samo-
ondi the menta] state of the wivss who sit at home and wait
for their husbands return from the vast ses. Sasui must leave
Bhambhor, the flourishing, develped, progressive city, immediately
and acceps desolation,
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“How can they go to Windar who have no sincere
arpiration? Hundreds of desiring hypocrites settle down
in the midst of civilized company”.

Note again:
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“Everyone desires, no one admits and accepts
hunger. An ordinary soul does not vibrate with aspira-
tion. Only she may accompany me who does not set any
importance to physical existence™,

What can happy, ccntented, complacent soul accomplish ?
Material prosperity and wellbeing unquuifies us for the divine
path, for change, for progress. Sasui warms:
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“Let the happy soul not think of accompanying
me on the divine path. Only she whose heart is torn to
shreds, shall scarch and cross the mountains”,

In the same vein the poet reflscts upon the letharpie,
speculative, inactive, inert soul:
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“She does not take to the mountains; her longing
is limjted to insinere desire or wishful thinking. Sitting
at home everyday she offers oniy formal, ritualistic sacrie
fices. Only in words does she sacrifice her life daily for
the Beloved™.

So delicately does the poet put the following words in
the mouth of our heroine that we do not know whetter this iy
self-criticism or self-preise while we are fully convinced that
this is mauden-like modesty:
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My brothers-in-law, thinking that I was an ordinary
call-girl, moved away to distant lands. Alas! [ did not
cook, delicious foods in front of them. Alas! I did not
collect beautiful damsels around them and sing sweet
songs for their pleasure. Alas! my hands could not accom-
plish that which is required by formal custom and



etiquette, O mother! [ was inefficient, unaccomplished,
unused to the ways of men; I only gave much import-

A1LCe to the word, the pledge of my LOVE"™.

In the next moment she corrects herself:
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“First you should keep pledge with Punhoon then
expect Him to keep the pledge with you. Do not forget
the pledge you made with your Friend".

) The poets advice to Sasui is also an advice to every
individval reminding us of the great saying of Jesus Christ,
“Leave the world and follow me”.
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“As soon as you are mentally mature, wear the
garb of wandering mendicant. Leaving aside all mental
reservations and semse of shame, be a beggar-maid in the
wilderness. Then alone you will secure your Love right
in front of you,

And then look at her determination:
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“May I not return and die at home, O mother!
May [ die before return. Let me writhe in pain for my
love. May be, sometime [ trace the footprints of my
Love and be on the path™.



(3)

Sasui, alone, unaquainted inexperienced, raw but resolute,
faces the hardships of the rocky landscape. She needs the poet's
encouragement:
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““Seeing the hard terrain of the mountain, do not feel weak
in yeur march. Observing the passes careflly, run after
Kechis. Enquiring after the hearth of Baluchis, go ahead to-
wards it, Do not leave hope, for, He is kind and benevolcnt,
Don’t say that the Beloved is far, far away because he is nearer
to you than your eyes, than your life”,

She has to cross the maintains finding her way through
the passes, she has to run through hot burning concrete and
gand, she has to face the scorching winds lashing against her
delicate checks, she is horrified at the sight of blue snakes
vomitting fire,

N R TA N L TR T 1
B gyld K oS dalls o
EL gt fa bl SN

L]

LOkel IS Toe oo 81 a3l S

“Unaquainted with Vankar, I did not take even a
small quantity of water. The mountain is quick in its
tyranoy. The very air burns the skin of the helpless woman.
Approach O Love! for I am alone in the midst of all
this hardship".
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The poet comments:
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“The woman is not among those wh !
he skills

ceiving the difficult passess. She learnl the ways, 1
of tough mountaioeers™.

Note again the poets description of the woman trailing
through bard inclement environment:

&3 o Sl 18y B e
g 15 Oy e o MF B
&5 Osey EA o dle $36 S8
G Ot O3 (S @9 Ob (2

“She trusted the mountains with her feet which
were softer than silk. The toes of the beggar-maid were
wounded. Blood gushed forth. In that helpless conition
she moved on to the direction of her Love. May she

reach her Love with whom she has a permanent bondage™.

But facing failure, facing death she has mo right to sit
down or return.

Note the poet’s advice:
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“Move on so that you may be blessed with uniom.
If you sit down the gulf between you and your love will

be widened by time. Let not the thought of turning back
mislead your heart. Even il yon do not find the foot-
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prints of your Love, feel the pleasure, the ecstarv of
drifting on to the direction of your love in utter desolation™,

What a philosophy? Sitting down and turning back are
the most hateful propositions for the heroic frame of mind.
Failure and image of death meed not deter us, It is not the
success that matters. [Jse the present moment to your fullest
advantage and act in the right direction,

(6)

More than half the crimes of the word are due to the
fact that an individual loves his self and worships his ego so
much that he does not listen to others and falis to pay respects
to the views, judgements and legitimate interests of his fellow
buman being. Latif warns us against conceit. We should be
more conscious of our duties and responsibilties and should not
talk about our rights and interests. Instead of criticising and
condemning others let vs first make an artempt t0 remove our
own weak points and clean the dark spots in our soul. A good
ruler, a good administrator, is he who listens to others, is alive
to the view-points of others, consults and then decides, tries to
relieve others of their troubles, guides and inspires others,
Kechis are the people blessed with light. wisdom and sagacity,
Listen to the advice they give to Sasui who is travelling uphill
in her search for Punhoon:
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“Be all ear, do not say anvything. Only through
silence you will understand the divine secrets. Sit near

the sources of light and listen quietly so that you may
acquire the art of burning llluminatirg the world in turn®,
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Nothing can be more clear than this statement:
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“Listen so that you may burn with sorrow. Today
they said, ‘come’! They did not learn any other speech.
They will say, ‘Run away from thine self’. Do not resound
near a sound-instrument. Only listen with rapt attention
so that all thought of duaiity may disappear”.

The ills of the world, the crimes of human beings, take
place owing to the difference of ‘I’ and “You', ‘my party’ and
‘your party’. All exploitation, class-batred, group conflict occurs
owing to duality. As soon as that duality disappears and man
lives fos common good and collective security, the kingdom of

Heaven btcomes firmly established.

Note the significance of the sorrow of Sasui:
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“My eyes have been covered with dust, my vision
is not clear. How may I take steps? Who will wash out
the dust? Who will give me clear vision? Who will
bestow clear light upon such a one as I, the most help-
less one?” )
The dust which blocks the vision may be the propaganda
of the vested interest or the conceit of the individual soul.

But there is no reason to lose heart because:
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The eyes of Ari Jam are with the blind one. The
trees of Windar guide me. They see and show me the
face of Punhoon”.

The only quality necessary in the spiritual journey is moral
earnestness, the sincerity of the conscience, the removal of the
conceit or the vested interest.
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**Do not call unless your heart calls;
Do not move unless your heart moves;
Do not burn unless vonr heart burns;
Do not wail unless yoor heart wails™,

Ouatward physical show and movement are of no avail
unless they spring from within, from the depth of buman soul.
It '3 homan destiny to call and to cry, to burn and to move
but such physical activites should arise out of sincerity and
real devotion.

(7

We must never forget that there are divine truths, revealed
verses which Latif beaotifully dovetails in kis lines. His is the
interpretation of the nessage on whose understanding and imple-
mentation depends the redemption of mankind,

Latif make us aware of the fact that Divinity is an
inseparable element within ws. It is not something that we can
purchase and sell away at will; it is not something that we can
adopt and throw away at the whim of the moment, The pre-
sence of Divinity, the Mercy of the Lord, the constant creat-
ivity .is felt within and even by the diehard athiest. The truth
is that when we deny, we deny something and when we assert,
we assert semething else, In that sense we are all non-believers
but then we are all believers too. We have no rlght to dub
anyone as an athiest 50 long as he feels the thrill of a transc-
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endental power within hime, so long as he feels the responsi.
bility of recreating himself and the environment around dnder
the impact of unseen, inexplicable guidance. condescending to take
bumanity in a Joving embrance, protecting it from self- destruction,
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“The Friend of the Mountain is not where Yyou
thought Him to bz, Do not travel to the mountain, your
very being is Wankar, the Holy Hill. Only the strangers,
the non-essentials can be detachad from your being. Only
the tapestry, only the trappings are separable from the
being. Seek the Beloved within your bzing™.

Apgain:
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«The Beloved is within your lap. Why are you
enquiring about the signs, the indications? ‘We are nearer
fo man fhf.?ﬂ ihe Ffmiﬂf his Eﬁk‘. What is '_',fﬂ_l.lfﬁ 15

always ‘with you. The ?&?ﬁﬁcﬂhﬁ; the Unseen, the My-
sterious is in front of Himself,

In the same spirit of self-realization Sasui quotes a Hadis:
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“She became Punhoon, The trappings of Sasui
disappeared. ‘Whoever knew _.f:iq soul, certainly knew hie

JES——
s
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God'. This is the indication, The light, that is exchanged
at ' Windar, the Holy Hill, she secured from Here; from
within"', ' ;

Again here is another quotation from Hadis:
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She became Punhoon. The physical beauty of Sasui

vanished. God ereated man afier His own image. This is
the whispering amongst the trees. With deep devotion the

made girl picked vp her LOVE".

The poet again looks forward to amother saying of the
Holy prophet for guidance:
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“Once you forsake your being, you will be nearer
to the lexplicable. ‘I see nothing in which I see not God,

Build your shelters near that place, The Beloved will then
pever be away from you".

This is followed by another sublime truth:
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“The Beloved is within your lap. Why are you
asking for Him elsewhere? T'he signs of Divine Power and
Mercy are within your own selves. Will you not therefore
- e e e -—-—r T
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consideg'. Understand this thoroughly, It is foolish tu'
seek for Him in the grocer’s shop™.

And finally:
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“] sought all the places O friend! for the camel-
man. ‘Allah pervades all thinge’. This is the indication
for the seeker. Punhon himself is in everything. There is
nothing else except Punhoon®,

Can there be better answer, better comfort, to brotaer
Eliot who regrets?

Here is no water but only rock

Rock and no water and the sandy road :
The road winding above among the mountains
Which are mountains of rock, without water
If there were water we should stop and drink
Amongst the rock one cannot stop or think
Sweat is dry and fe:t are 1 the sand

If th-re were only water amongst the rock
Dead mouth of carious teeth that cannot spit
Here one can neither stand nor lie nor sit
There is not even silence in the mountains
But dry sterile thunder without rain

There is not even solitude in the mountains
But red sullen faces sneer and snarl

From doors of mudcracked houses,

I'f there were water

And no rock
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If there were rock

And also water

And water

A spring

A pool among the rock

If there were the sound of water only

Not the cicada

And dry grass singing

But sound of water over a rock

Wherz the hermit-thrush sings in the pine trees

Drip drop drip drop drop drop drop

But there is no water,

This is the sorrow of the western world. Will it look

towards the Fast? Will it listen to Latif? Will it not
listen to hermit-thrush singing in the pine trees Drip drop drip
drop drop drop drop..ce....?
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